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THURSDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1935. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

WHEAT AND \VHEAT PRODUCTS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. vV. Bulcock, Barcao): I move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill relating 
to Wheat and Wheat Products." 

Question put and pa,ccct!. 

DAIRY PRODUCE ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

l~JTIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE 
1Hon. F. W. Bulcock, lJarc.:Jo): I move-

"That the House will, at its next 
sitting, recolvo itself into a Committee 
of the \Yhole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
' The Dairy Produce Acts, 1920 to 1934,' 
in certain particulars, and for other 
purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

RESc1IPTION oF Co1JMITTEE-ESTIMATES­

ELEVENTH ALLOTTED DAY. 

Ul1r. Hanson, 1JU1·anda, in the chair.) 

EsTBJATES IN CmEF, 1935-36. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRlCU!,T'CRE AND STOOK. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-
" That £70,571 be granted for 'Depart­

ment of Agriculture and Stock-Chief 
Office.'" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, lJarcao) [10.35 a.m.]: 
I shall endeavour to satisfy the insatiable 
desire of the hon. member for Cooroora 
for certain information. The hon. member 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.] 



970 Supply1 [ASSEMBLY] Supply, 

referred to herd testing, a work that I 
believe to be of very great importance to 
the welfare of the dairying industry, and 
to which my department has given a g:-eat 
deal of attention. I was somewhat surprised 
to hear the hon. member suggest that 
nothing was being done in that direction. 
After he made his statement I had some 
figures taken out in my department indicat­
ing the value of herd testing. The figures 
disclosed that during the past three yf·ars 
herd testinrr "\Vas carried on to a greater 
extent tha~ ever before in the history 
of Que<msl~nd. In the last year that the 
department was under the control of my 
esteemed friend the hon. member for 
Cooroora, the figures reached a record low 
level-falling to 272 herds under test-the 
lowest for a period of five years. When 
one remembers that good seasons prevailed 
at that time it is obvious that a sincere 
effort was not made to apply herd testing 
principles. The position of Queensland is 
unique in this regard. Every other State 
makes a specific charge for herd ~esting 
services but Queensland finances this and 
manv 'other services from consolidated 
revenue and the Dairy Cattle Improvement 
Fund. The . following table will give hon. 
members some idea of the progress of the 
work-

1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 

Total Number of 
Herds under Test. 

300 
393 
415 
397 
272 
400 
982 
810 

In 1933-34 we instituted .a drive to get more 
herds under test. In that year there was 
an average of 29.521 cows in each herd. 
vVith rather more favoural:!lc seasonal con­
ditions prevailing at present there is _eyery 
rca'on to believe that this work >nil be 
considerably extended. There is not quite 
the appreciation of the value of herd test­
ing that thoro might be. It is tr:uo that herd 
testina- can be a success only Jf the dairy 
farme~·s recognise its Yalue. I have had 
a representatiYe herd under te;t for the 
last ten years. That was over a 273 clay 
lactation period. I shall take the value 
of butter fat at ls. a. lb. As the result of 
testing, culling, breeding and feeding over 
ten years, one cow yielded 491 11:!. in last 
vcar's test, represPnting a value of £24 lls. 
In another case the milk yield was 6,646 
lb., the butter fat content being 252 lb., 
representing a value of £12 _12s. The 
average yield per cow, .accordmg to the 
hon. member for Cunningham and the hon. 
memoor for Cooroora, has not increased as 
a resnlt of the work done. Official figures 
do not prove that contention to be correct. 
In 1929-30 the a vorage return was £10 16s. 
'I'o-day the average value, based on a pnce 
of ls. ·a lb. for butter fat is £14 14s., which 
shows that a very material increase has 
been br01wht about. almost entirely by 
the applie';;,tion of herd testing methods. 
This is the only State in the Commonwealth 
that does not make any specific charge for 
herd testing. The staff of the department 
is available at all times. One of our herd 
testers is at present in the Rockhampton 
district. We have built up an organisation 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

of which we may be j!lstly prc:ud. F?rtu­
nately, there is a growmg pubhc consCious­
ness that herd testing offers a solutwn of 
some of the very grave problems that con­
front the dairy farmers. 

Some remarks have been made about the 
L'l.nimal Health Station at Yeerongpilly, 
and quite a lot of argument has taken place 
about the inoculation work done there. Our 
percentag-e losses are not as great as,the pe~·­
centage losses of the Commonwealth ::Scwntifie 
and Industrial Research station ut Townsv!lle, 
which indicates that our work compares· 
more than favourably with the work being 
done at To,Ynsvi!le under Commonwealth 
supervision. From the 18th June, 1934, tO> 
29th July 1935 seventv-three animals were 
inoculated at Y ecrong/Ji!ly, in addition to 
thirty-live bleeders, making- a total of one­
hundred and eight. The deaths during that 
period were, one bull, owned by Mr. Bell, 
which died on 30th August, 1934; one 
heifer owned by Mr. Cotton, died on 22nd 
Septe:nber, 1934, and one buil, died on 
26th June 1935. The heifer dropped twin 
calves and her death was not due to inocula­
tion. ' The beast that died on 26th June, 
1935, was owned by Bermuda Station. 
Those figures represent the total mortalrty 
at the station. There is the difficulty-the 
hon. member for Cooroora perhaps had it­
in his mind-that it occasionally happens an 
individual desires to take his beast a way 
before it is thoroughly treated. We 
cannot yet achieve absolute immunisation. 
We have the very important factor to-day­
it was not known several years ago-that 
there are more organisms responsible for 
redw ater. whereas it was considered that 
only one. was known a few years ago. To­
day the major org-anisms are to be found 
over a widQr range o-wing, perhaps, tu 
more efficient transport than ten years ago. 
An individual with a knowledg-e of the 
efticaev of inoculation over a period, but 
una" ~re of tho new organisms-they are of 
comparative recent introduction into southern 
areas-frequently C01118 along and say, "'\V~e 
Wunt to take the bull away." \Ve say, "It 
will not be wise to take it awav.'' One c:1se 
occurred in the electorate of tfrc hon. mem­
ber for Cooroora. An ~ndicr.Jual had a 
bull at the animal health station for some 
considerable time. It was a most difficult 
animal. It would not react, but this indi­
vidual insisted on taking it aV\ay. He rang 
me up, he ca1ne to sec me, and he 'vent out 
to the station, because he did not desire to 
miss a breeding season. Finally he took 
the bull awav on his own responsibility, 
having been "warned by the departmental 
ofhcers at the station that we would not 
accept any respomibility in regard to its 
future wellbeing. He was given the assur­
ance that if anything went wrong with the 
bull we would send a man to his property. 
\Ve had to send a man up on a c-mple of 
occasions. His action was not qnito fair 
to the department. If a man loses a bull 
as a result of his taking it away from the­
station before tho staff is prepared to say 
that it has benefited bv inoculation and can 
be reasonabcy regarded as being a resister· 
the responsibility of the loss obviously rests 
with him, and not with the department. 

During the year we supplied 6,253 doses of 
blood, and the director assures me that 
there has been no complaints. During the 
year action was taken to very materially 
fortify our position. Unfortunately, it is 
true that very little is known about the 
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incidence of redwatcr. \Yhcn the Common­
wealth Government borrowed the services 
<>f Dr. Legg they sent him to South Africa, 
where he remained for t\vo years. As a 
result of his investigation,; ho introduced a 
now cont,rol organisn1 known as Gentrali 
on his return. The Cmnn1on,vea1ih Govern~ 
tnent experimented with that organisrn for 
several years. It has become known in 
recent ,,Tears that the organ·isn1 exercises a 
very beneficial result when incorporated in 
certain ways, as now demonstrated at (,he 
animal health station at Townsville. Dlll'ing 
the last year the bacteriologist at the animal 
health station at Yeerongpilly spent a con­
siderable time studying ihc methods at the 
Townsville station. The Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research made 
Dr. Legg's sen·iccs aYailable to my depart­
ment. and he has been at the animal health 
statiOn for some consiacrablo tirne, and as 
a result the work at TownsYille and Ycerong­
pilly hao been co-ordina(ecl. The work and 
the new insectaries at YeProngp!lly are under 
the control of }fr. St. G. Thorn, a bacteno­
logist, and "!VIr. 11ulhcrin. one of our 
Yeterinru~· surgeons. I haye a9 a~recrnent 
with the Commonwealth Scwnbfic HJCd 
Industrial Research to allow its officers to 
assist, if necessary, by tendering ad \·ice on 
the v\·ork that is being carried out. 

The Ltct remains that our losses from 
redwater inorulation compare f11vourably 
with the returns from similar stations in 
other parts of the wor)d. To-day we haYC 
a more complete If still Imperfect understand­
ing of the nature of these problems than was 
the case before. 

I agree that anyone w~o imports . a stud 
buil is YerY unfortunate If he loses It after 
incurring aJl the expense. It is true it IS 
a loss to the individual and to the State, 
but eYerv effort is made and will contmue 
t'' be m:.clc to protect these peoplc to the 
gt'catest degree. One of the greatest 
veterinarians in the world, a gentleman from 
South Africa, who Yisitcd Australia stated 
that if tl1e mortality were net great''!' than 
5 per cent. it was exceedingly good wo~·k. 
On that basis the Animal Health Statwn 
has done remarkably good work, because 
never, during my pr?riod a-; 1-finistPr _jn 
<'harge of the dqoartment, has the mortahty 
reached 5 per cent. 

The hon. member for Cooroora made some 
reference to contagious aborbon. That Is 
·one of the v,rorst stock disea8CS in our 
State. Onlv this morning I received a 
return relatino· to one good dairy herd 
which indicate~ that there is a very grave 
range of contagious abortion. It is not c~n­
fincd to any one herd, and unfortunately Its 
incidence is serious m·er the whole of 
the dairying areas. I sometimes ,.wonder 
what is going to happen when It gets 
bevond the confines of the dairy herds and 
spreads to beef cattle. \Ye may then repeat 
the experience of the Argentma where, 
for three of four years, increases in stock 
'.lere graye]v n''tricted owin!l: to the preval­
>ence of contagious abortion. 

The disease is also serious from the point 
of view of human beings, because there is 
every reason to believe that undulant fevers 
are d8\·elopcd bv the collsumptlon cf rrulk 
from a cow suffering from this disease. 
L.:nless we take a vcrv resolute stand it is 
obvious that the disease will become a 
greater menace until finally a .certain degree 
of immunisatiOn will be reqmred, but that 
will not compensate the dairy farmer and 

the industry for the losses that may occur 
before immunitv is established. 

The hon. me,mber for Cunningham said 
that the Dairy Cattle_ Improvement .Act 
business was not functionmg m the nght 
way, I have neYer said that the trust fund 
was to be used to purchase bulls. It has 
been used to provide subsidi<',s to assist in 
the transport of bulls, but tho control of 
diseases offers such a big protection against 
economic losses that it is worth while. I 
have alwavs held, and I still hold that an 
industry protected should make some 
contribution towards the cost of its own 
protection. The hon. member for Cooroora 
said that the Banana Board was constituted 
by contributions from the industry , and 
consolidated ren:nue. '!.'hat is true. If a 
small industry like the banana industry is 
prepan•J to recognisP that its oxi~tence 
depends upon making financial contributions 
-e.-en with its verv limited resources-and 
is prepared to gin) a substantial contribu­
tion to guard against economic losses, and 
if the pineapple growers are prepared to 
do the same, how can the dairy people 
refuse to contribute to the cost of their 
protection? 

Mr. ~WALKER: V\" ere we not doing it prior 
to tho introduction of the Act? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I will answer that question in the way that 
I think it should be answered. Let me 
show what was done before the introduction 
of the measure. vVo had a serum station at 
Y eerongpilly that eh! very little beyond pre­
paring a few scrums. The veterinary staff 
was limited, and was situated at the head 
office. These men sat down and waited 
for cases to co1.ne 111. Thev included a 
Chid InspPctor of Stock" who was 
essentiallv a clerical man. He rarely 
went ot;t ir:to the fteld except under 
the rnost extraordiuarv circumstances. 
The hon. rncrnhPr loa1;ed oJ'D of o 'l' 

most efficieHt officf'rs, Dr. Leg-g, Jto the 
Commonwealth GoYornment. lie reduced 
the veterinary staff to two individuals. 

Mr. \VALKEH: You would not haYe liked 
n1e to put jn a " c1ud." 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Why did the ho:l. member not lill the posi­
tion "·hen he nrade the serv:ccs of Dr. LL'gg 
available to the Conrnron,Yealth GoveTll~ 
ment ·r \Yhv \·va:s tho hon. n1ornber and his 
Governrncntu content to have two vctC"rinary 
surgeons to safeguard the whole of the 
stock in Queensland 'I There was no co-ordi­
nation. If a man was required in Cook­
town or TmYnSYille he had to be sent from 
head oflice. No veterinary service was 
possible under these circumstances. In tho3e 
da vs tho Govornruent were not even pre­
pa;·od to conchiCt an agglutin test to ascertain 
the presence or otherwise of contagious abor­
tion. We are to-day conducting agglutin 
te<ts at Y cerongpilly free of any charge. 
\Ye have traim•d our officers to be competent 
to give advice relati11g to diseases in the 
field. ~\ll om· senior officers have been 
brought in to undertake a pathological 
course at the animal health station. The 
Dairy Cattle Impro\"emcnt Act is respon­
sible for veterinarians being sta1 ion at 
strategic points throu!l'hout Queensland. 
There is an excellent veterinarian in Mr. 
Ohman, who is stationed at Toowoomba. 
\Ye ha Ye a staff at the animal hea:th 
station at Yecrongpilly and a veterinarian 
in Brisbane-Mr. Maunder. In the near 

Hon. F. W. Bu.Zcock.] 



972 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply, 

future an appointment will be made . at 
Gympie. There is a resident veterinanan 
in Rockhampton. In addition, there is a 
re;ident veterinarian on the Atherton Table­
land. All these men are the product of a 
modern university course. \Ve subsidise the 
staff work of the Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Laboratory in 
Townsville to the extent of £3,500 a year. 
Hon. members should compare the position 
that obtain!ld in the past with the position 
that obtains to-day and ask themselves 
whether we are or are not more efficiently 
controlling the factors that lead to economic 
loss. Is it not better to administer 
an efficient system than rely on one 
that has been proved to be obsolete? 
It has been suggested that the sum 
of £5,000 a year contributed by the 
dairying industry is the total amount 
expended in this work. Hon. members know 
better than that. They are aware that a 
considerable amount of the money required 
for the work is obtained from other sources. 
There was some re,istance against the Act 
when it was first put into operation. For a 
year or so resolutions of protest were 
received. At the last annual meeting of the 
Council of Agriculture. which is the clearing 
house of agricultura! thought throughout the 
Statf', not one motion of prote,t appeared 
on the agenda paper, and the Dairy Cattle 
Improvement Act was not criticised in any 
wu.y. 

:Mr. EDWARDS: Of course you had them 
quite beaten. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
There was never any antagonism towards the 
purposes of the Act, but certain people 
sponsored an agitation against the payment 
of a few shillings that each man w:ts rcquii·cd 
to pay. To-day the Act has the wholehearted 
approval of the people interested. In fact, 
a request was received that I should station 
a veterinarian at Gympie to serve a district 
that is reprecented by the hon. member for 
l'\ anango. I consider that one of the main 
functions of the department is to make useful 
information available to all primary pro­
ducers. Substantial contribution has been 
made from the Dairy Catt:e Improvement 
Fund to achieve this desirable end. I meet 
dairy scholars on Monday, the first day of 
their sojourn with us, and I ask them 
frankly to express their views on the 
work the department is doing, and on the 
following Saturday-after they have had an 
opportunity of observing the activities of the 
department in relation to animal health 
and dairy work-they meet in confer­
ence. \Vithout exception they eulogise 
the work the department is doing. 
They have expressed astonishment at 
the work that is being done. Thev had 
not even dreamt that these educational fac­
!ors for the wellbeing of the dairying 
mdustry had been considered. The result 
is that to-day there is better co-ordination, 
closer co-operation, and infinitely better 
feeling between the dairying industry and 
the department than ever before. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is absolutely essen­
tial. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It is absolutely essential. I have endea­
voured to mould a policy that will enable 
th~ farmers t? realise that the department 
eXIsts for then benefit, that the officers of 
the department, from the Minister down, 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

are the servants of the primary interests of 
the State, that we are prepared to give 
every service they desire, and to consider 
their problems. As a result we are being 
asked to perform such a volume of work 
that my vote is not sufficient. If the Govern­
ment appropriated a greater sum to deal 
with this important work they wou'd receive 
a better return than they would obtain from 
money expended in certain other directions. 
The department invites the co-operation of 
the primary producers in the work that is 
being done. \Ve have done much by the 
practical application of that doctrine, and 
to-day co-operation is freely offered by cer­
tain sections who were not prepared to 
assist the Department a few years ago. \Ve 
have established a dual mind as between 
the farmer and the department, and it is 
yielding excellent results to both the State 
and the individual. 

One hon. member asked what we were 
doing about the tobacco industry. The 
department has done a good deal of scientific 
work. Mr. Tarrant was sent to South Africa 
to study tobacco production under conditions 
closely approximating those existing in 
Queensland. He has had valuable experi­
ence in the resuscitation of the industry in 
this State. Another officer, Mr. Mandelson, 
was sent to the United States to ascertain the 
scientific results obtained there. He has 
made extremely valuable scientific contacts, 
and possibly the most important work he 
will do in the United States will be in con­
nection with prevention and eradication of 
blue mould. I understand that the United 
States imported certain varieties of ·wild 
tobacco from South America, principally 
Brazil, for the purpose of evolving a type 
that would not succumb to the ravages of 
blue mould; but whether th<'y have been 
successful or not I am unable to say. It 
is claimed that thoro are certain commer­
cial varietieq of tobacco in the United States 
that do not succumb to this disease. Our 
major problem in tobacco growing is blue 
mould. \17 e arc able to combat practically 
every other disease peculiar to tobacco culti­
vation, but blue mould has proved a very for­
midable obstacle to the successful establish­
ment of the industry in Queensland. 

The department's function in this regard 
is cntirelv that of culture. \Ve can do the 
things that are calculated tn give the tobacco 
gro>Yer tbe best possible opportunity of 
producing a commercial crop, but the 
fate of the Australian tobacco industry is 
really in the hands of the Federal Govern­
ment, because they control excise duty and 
the tariff. It is unfortunate that the Federal 
Government have not done the things that 
I consider they might have done to assist 
the Australian tobacco growers. I believe 
that one of the first things to which the 
Commonwealth Government should give 
attention is a rm·ision of tariffs and excise 
duties. The recent revision of the exCJse 
duty is of very little YaluP because it applies 
only to tobacco manufactured entirely from 
Australian le:1f. Unfortunately, tho Aus­
tralian smoker has not yet been able to 
discover any particular merit in tobacco 
manufactured exclusively from Australian 
leaf. I do not know why it is, but I Yenture 
to suggest that amongst the smokers in this 
Committee there is not one who smokes 
tobacco manufactured exclusively from Aus­
tralian grown leaf. I confess that I do not. 
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Most people to-day smoke a tobacco com­
prising a considerable proportion of Aus­
tralian leaf b~ended with Virginian leaf. 

J:vir. \VALKER: You are not setting a good 
r;..arnplc. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTt'RE: 
I am not going to ruin 1ny throat by s1nck~ 
ing .an exclusi \·elv Australian tobac,'o at thi3 
juncture. Many" of the brands in common 
use contain 40 to W per cent. of Australian 
leaf, and thNe is a very definite markpt for 
it. It is true that with our \\ ide ru ngp of 
climato and sati::factorv re-.earch \'Ycrl.;: \VC 

can produce Yarieties of tobacco that ccu]d 
be blended to produce a tobacco that will 
proYc palatable to the rnajority of srnokcrs 
in Australia. A fc\v :vear~ ago or:ly about, 
30 per cent. of Australian tobac:·o \vas 
iLcorporated for the Au·.tral:an market. 
The tobacco cornp1nie~ hav,' steadfa..-t1y 
increased the pLport on of Au,trali:lll 
tobacco with the result th•rl wlriln >tn unsus­
fJCCting' public occas:onally doe:; c01nplain 
that the tobac,~o is rwt what it u"2J tn be. 
it tak8.:;, ycrY kindlv to a higher p.~r~cut~L·! 
of AustraJi,{n lc·tf ·in the orclinar\ brar:cL 
,,~e have trl!t.d2 repeated repr'' pntations to 
t.he Corrunon\-,T~J.Jtli GoVPl'LHlf'"'!t o:1 thP 
matt£>r of tariff and f'YC.SE' cl~1t.v. null I s t:· 
very aclvisedlv and v it.h a k0Pn kno\Y](~d~n 
of the pos··ihllitics. that until the Federal 
GoYernmcnt r<''torc the tori!fs applied bv '" 
prcvioQs F.,dcral Labour GuYl'l'ntnent the 
tobacco indu"t-.rv cannot be successful. \Vhn1 
t.he Con1n10!HVt~~-tJth Government anL u11cd t~;c 
Scullin-Forde tariff and institut d the preiCllt 
tariff anrl excis.e duty. they admit.tcd quite 
franklv that it was a r('Yt'nuc InC'asurP. If 
a ne\\: i Eclustrv is compelled to contribut0 
to the rc'YPntF'- cf a Go\TernnH~nt jt b, -con1C'R 
,-crv he'1Yih- haDr1i<·lpnecl. I thiJCk it "-onld 
be ·, wise nlan if all· GoYernnwnts-Lnbaur 
er Nn.t:onal~:-t.-g1vc rnorc attcntif'n to nc\v 
phase~'. of ~u.~.Tic~1lturc b'-'. ln1plenl('nt;ng- t.l•e 
protection that can be gn·cn lw fayonrablc 
t~riffs and excise duties. 'l'he tob:rcco indm­
trv of Queensland offers the best examplo 
of the influence of such measures. Ahhough 
the industrv boomed for a time, it com· 
menccd to dccav immediat<elv the new tariffs 
were imposed. ·I do not desire to drag the 
tobacco industrv into the realm of politics. 
for I do not think agriculture ancl polit;cs 
can be satisfactorily blended; but I should 
be Yerv plc>tscrl if the CommonwPa lth 
GovernmPnt would reconsider the anplica· 
tion r,f th0 present duties, with a Yicw to 
affording the n>licf that is re()ni1·;d to _moko 
tobacco growing one of our b1g pnmary 
industries. \Ye have the climate. the ram­
falL and the potentialities. and \Yilh lho aid 
of the Counc] for Scientific and Irdustrial 
Re"'earch 'Ye arc hopc•ful of oyc•rcotn!ng blue 
mould. The remaining cbst>; hie is the fi ea] 
polic:c of the Commonwe-alth GoYermnt'nt, 
and I hope the:; will sooner or later ~c;c that 
it is more desirable to establish th0 mclustr:' 
in Queensland than replenish the Trcacury 
b.f killing it. 

Mr. "'ILKER : Do vou con iclcr 4s. per lb. 
i' a good return for. a first-class IPn f 9 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTURE: 
Tf a man can get 4s. per lb .. aLe! the !Jig 
N!rccnto go of his crop is first cl a"'. it \Yonld 
bo a ver_v good return; but the hen. nwmber 
mu•t realise that although 4s. per lb. rs 
renlised for part of the crop, that is not the 
'«Inn of the whole of the crop. Only a 
small percentage of high-grade leaf is pro­
duced by each individual. The top prices 

may be 4s. per lb., and the lowest may be 
2d. or 3d., and an average must be taken to 
ascertain the return to the grower. 

Mr. \VALKEU : The onu' ic• on the ,; cpnt­
mc·nt to work up from the bottow. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLT1;RE: 
\Ve have a rnan ~tudyir:g these conclit'oL:-3 in 
the host tobacco country in the woJ!d, al.d 
quite recently '\VC made arrangcrrH'nb w:tth 
the British Australian 'I'ob:rcco Company te> 
adrnit ono of our most promising rncn to the­
grading floor for a while. so that we cou"d. 
become aware of all the comp]a,nts 'lnrl tlnc.s 
co-operate with the Inanufactt~rers ~n c.n~La­
vouring to overcon1e the gr_adn:.g chsabll1t e _: 
in connection with Austrahan tobacco. 

Mr. H.ussELL: Quite a lot of the la_ d 
.opeued up is unsuitable for t.ho gro"·ing ol 
tobacco. 

The SECRETAHY FOE AGRICCL1TRE: 
The hon. n1ernb(~r is opening up a que,~~l( n; 
that will require a good deal of con,Hlcrn, 
tion. It is true that much of the la 1:<1 
opened for the cult:vation of. tobac~·J, 
especially four or fi.vc ye_a rs ago, B r.:.ot L_:e 
n1o3t suitable tobacco sod. I 1nadc a tn_p 
through the ~ orthern areas whc;re tob~cco " 
being grown. I do not know the type' of 
soils med for the procluctwn of tob:v eo· 
ovcr'CaR. but I bel!m-c th"t the so1h at 
Dimbulah aro fairly satishcctor:·. If "'" 
f'an overcorne certain biolog · C'll pr.;blcn~ ~. 
Dimbulah will probably bf>come a b·g 
tobacco-gro\Ying centre. 

l'dr. EDWAUDS: Is the soil a sandy lo:nn: 

The SECRE'l'~\RY FOR AGRTCCL'l'LRE: 
It is decomposed granite. While some vel'.: 
cxccilent tobacco has been produce,cl :.t 
Marceba, the soil there is entirely ddJcrcm 
frmn that at D1rr1bulah: It rs very l1ght---:·.t 
washv soil. The questiOn that I ft'CCJU<ently 
ask ~Ysclf in relation to the JYiareeba sorls rs 
wheth~r the soil fertility, which is at a v~ry 
low ebb even when tho first p]antmg ta.~c, 
place, will not be absolutely dissipated dtcr 
two or three crops have been secured. It 1'. 

truo that the first ·7car's crop g1Yes a ycr;.~ 
ll1UCh bi0'.9"0t' ran{rp uo£ first qua}itv lt"'lf than 
th~> :.,;col:~Lf-year c~op, v•;h-ich also gin>' a Jnuch 
bigger ran.ge of first quality leaf th•m the 
third-vear crop. \V e arc carrymg on expert­
menta:! work with catch crops. 

1\Ir. EDWARDS: Was that not ~-our <'xpcri­
cncc at Beerburrum? 

The SECRETARY FOR -~GRlCL"LTL'RJ•:: 
That is so. 'l'hc exhaustron of so;l takes 
place very quick\0'. I ha;-e frcqnently \\On­

dered whether it would pay to cl:'H an 
area of ln nd to get on1y thrf'c ('rop~ of 
tobacco. because the co't of fertilizer in theo~ 
areas i~ considerable. It n1a~v n~enn th~t 
we shall haYe to move off the light so1ls 
which are nrv low in fertility to the 
bodied soils ... Perhaps the texture of 
tobacco lea.£ may vary, b~1t the rdurn rnay 
glve a better average pr1ce to t.h(' gro\'1-'C'l'. 
Tobacco growing is a real problem-one of 
the most d;flicult for the department. 

J\1r. GODFREY MoRGA:<r : Don't yon think 
climate has a good deal to do with tobacco 
growing? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICDLTUH.E: 
Both climate and soil have a go)rl de~! to 
do with its success. ~o other vegetable 
groYcth is influenced by its surroundings 
more than tobacco. There is very dxong 

Hon. F. W. Bnlr:ock.l 
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Ruprort for the belief that tobacco flavours 
are largely controlled by fertilizers. 

::11r. Goumw MoRGA:-r : They are largely 
controlled by the manufacturer, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCULTUHE: 
Each leaf has its own characteristics, both 
as regard~ texture and i1avonr. rrhe supple­
mentary flav-ouring::; that take place do not 
come within the ambit of my department. 
\Vc have a great number of -experin1ental 
plots, and \VC are honestly endeavouring to 
-discover the best types of soil and the 
best va rietie, of tobacco. \Ve have a more 
comprehcmi\·e scheme of experimentation 
to-day than ever before, and we confidently 
anticipate that valuable data will be 
obtained. Our exverimental plots extend 
from the Barcoo Hiver, where the seed-hods 
aro in a dry area, which render the seedlings 
lcs::; SUSC'l1 ptiblo to b!uc lllOU}cl, to rrC'\:U:-5 in 
the South, and Dimbulah and :\Iarcoba, in 
the ::\orth. Fertilizer experiments jn the 
'Dimbulah ;,nd Mareeba clistricts are con­
trolled bv J\1r. W. J. Cartmi!l, who has 
clone adniirablc work. 

The hon. member for Coorocwa also raised 
the que>tion of the production of pork for 
<>xport. Two or three yNtrs ago I decided, 
on very definite representations from over­
seas, to subsidise the white pig. Our pork 
<''<:ports had diminished ; in fact, thev had 
been diminishing for two or three years 
·o\ving to a YariPty of reasons. Every person 
who was competent to express an opinion 
Baid that the ,.,hite pig was infinitely more 
desirable on the English market, and would 
-command a better price than the Berkshire, 
Tamworth, or other breeds >vhich >Vcrc 
rapidly going out of favom·. 

Mr. DEACON: Why don't they give more 
for a white pig? 

The SECHETAHY FOH AGHICULTUHE: 
'They do. 

Mr. DEAC0:-1: They do not. 
The CH~\IH:\IAN: Order! 
'>fr. CloDFREY MoncA;-;: Both the Tam­

·wo th and Bcrk<hire pig command hi£h 
prices on the Quecmlancl market. 

The SECHETARY FOH AGHICULTl~RE: 
The point to rcrnernbcr is this: in ever~~' 
<eornpetition in _\u~tralia vnd ovcr2eas thP 
white pig has been awarded the prize3 of 
:lTICrit. 

In the competition at the abattoirs !as;; 
year every class was won by white pigs. The 
recent investigations disclosed that there may 
be a better market for the singed pig than 
the scalded pig. "'ew Zealand obtains a 
penny a pound more for singed pigs than 
we obtain for scalded pigs. A singeing 
apparatus can be installed at a cost of £300, 
and the abattoir board has agreed to instal 
one to try it out. If New Zoalanrl can get 
one penny per pound more. and if the British 
market demands singed pigs, it is the duty 
of the abattoir to meet the demand. 

Mr. Rc:ssELL: Our pork is considered to be 
better than the :New Zealand product. 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGHICULTUHE: 
Yet the ::--;('W Zealand s'ng-ccl pi~ is to-dav 
bringing on0 p('nny per pound rno~e than th'C 
Queensland ecalded pig. I rely for rnv 
information on a report from a· Commor1-
woalth officer "totionecl in London. ccnd it 
is confirmed by Mr. Sunners who recently 
returned from London. At my request he 
deYoted a considerable amount of time to 
the inYestigation of pork products overseas. 

[Hon. P. TV. Bulcock. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: What is the effect of the 
different processes-singeing and scalding. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Scalding results in a hardening of the tissues, 
whereas singeing does not. 

The hon. member for l\1urrumba made a 
Yer·y intereoting contribution to the debate. 
He raised a question that has given much 
concern to the officers of the department­
the menace of mat grass--and urged that it 
should be checked. It was originally 
imported from America, where it is regarded 
at the present time as having a definite 
commercial value. It was introduced into 
Queensland on the assumption that it would 
reproduce the same characteristics as it had 
displayed in America. It was di.ctributecl 
fairly ;Yidely over Queensland, and became 
acclimatised. but it developed inherent char­
acteristics that alarmed quite a number of 
people. The department is fully aware of 
the rnenace of this g1~ass, and I']lraying tests 
arc at present in hand at Kin Kin. Experi­
nlents are being n1adc with fertilizers to 
stimulate the established grasses, and to 
establi>~h exotic gras-cs to ascertain if they 
are powerful enough to subdue the mat 
grass. 

I was very pleased to hear the hon. 
member for Nanango approve of the idea of 
sending officers abroad. It is a policy that 
I have followed during the time I have been 
in charge of the department. I recogmso 
that we cannot keep abreast of modern 
development by means of correspondence. 
Correspondence is useful to a certain extent, 
but unless one has intimate contact with the 
people engaged in research works one is apt 
to be left behind. Research work is one 
phase in the race for efficiency. A depart­
ment that is prepared to slip into a back­
wash is going to give very poor service in 
the final analysis. The only way to keep 
abreast of one's competitors, or even equal 
to them, is to know all the research work 
that they are doing. Fortunate!,- there is an 
international outlook amongst research 
workers in the agricultural field, permitting 
a free exchange of ideas, data and thtl 
results of experiments. 

As mentioned by the hon. member for 
Nanango, Mr. Somerville will be leavmg 
for the United States and England in the 
near future particularly to visit the tropical 
research b'ureau at Trinidad. Some of 
the most famous men of the world have 
attended that school. Men who travel 
overseas make contacts that are of very 
are at importance to the department; but 
~ne reservation should be made. One has 
to be sure thut the officers selected has the 
necessary qualif-icatlor;s and enthusiasn1 and ~ ,, 
likely to remain wcth the department (>11 his 
return. Of course they are under bond to 
rem a in for a certain period. On their return 
they are generally so fascinated by . and 
interested in their work and have c'stab!rshed 
so many admirable contacts that they do 
not deccirc to leave the department. On the 
question of f,ending offi~ers overseas hinges 
the 'one raised by the hon. member for 
Murrumba in regard to the Avocado pear 
er Palta. Mr. Freeman, the Senior Inspector 
in Fruit Culture was recentlv in California. 
His purpose was to study Californian 
methods and to ascertain as to what degree 
they could be applied to our own agricul­
tural life. I asked him specifically to look 
into the question of the Avocado pear 
and he has furnished me with some 
very valuable data which prompt me to 
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introduce some varieties that are unknown 
to Queensland so that an industry may be 
established. It may never be a large 
industry, but it will have a place in the 
;•griculture of the State. One ot our difficul­
ties with the imported species is that they are 
apparently not th0 be3t con11ncrrial variet:es. 
In America there ace yaricties that "'" 
unknown in Queensland, varieties infinitely 
more adaptable both in respect of production 
and disease resistance than anv of the 
Yarietics in Queensland at the present time. 
I know of no greater tragedy than to start 
a rnrrn off with tho wrong Vtir:cty and then 
a~k him to make a liYing. The ho~1. 1ncrnbcr 
for Murrumba alw made reference to experi· 
ments in bean culture and to soil erosions. 
One would almost imagine that the hon. 
mPmber had attended the meetings of the 
experiment committee over the last twelve 
months, or it may be the case of " Great 
minds think alike."" The experiments com­
mittee has had these matters under considera· 
tion for the last twelve months. At the 
present time a search is being made through· 
out Australia for a bean with certain 
characteristics in order that >Ye might select 
and adapt their progeny to Queensland's 
conditiom. 

The hon. member for Cook raised the 
question of the e'tablishmcnt of a Bureau 
of Tropical Research at South J ohnstone. 
This project is rendered necessary by the 
economic position of Korth Queensland. 
Our legislation infercntiallv admits that we 
h_ave. reached the zenith 'of sugar produc· 
twn m the northern areas of our State and 
within the next two or three day; the 
Conuno~1wcalth Government will be passing 
legislation that will practicallv endorse that 
view. Therefore, it is obvious 'that we should 
endeavour to institute other forms of agri· 
culture. but it is desirable that we should 
have the best possible staff to do so. The 
project does not mean the recruiting of a 
new staff. I am going to transfer the cream 
of my officers to the Northern institution 
so that all phases of tropical agriculture 
may be thoroughly investigated. Many years 
ago Trinidad found herself in exactlv the 
same difficult~v· as our northern arZ~a i~ 
in to-dav. 'l'rinidad established a Bureau 
of Tropi.cal Agriculture RP,earch. It was 
one of tliC romances of 111od0rn agri­
culture. As a result of the establishment 
of that bureau which has grown to be the 
moct r•·plcte bureau of trop'cal agricultun: 
research in the world very material oontri· 
butions have been made. We were very 
interested to obtain the services of a man 
from Trinidad who was trained in all phases 
of tropical agriculture, but up to the prc­
~Pnt v1c have not succeeded. On thP Inatter 
of the closure of certain State farms the 
Kairi and Roma farms were closed onlv aftc"' 
n1o;;;t careful and se-rious con~ideratlon. I 
Yisited Ka.iri ar:d obtained Yolunlinons report~ 
on the work performed at that station. It 
>ms approximately 1.000 miles from tho 
centre of administration and made substan· 
tial inroads on the monBv" available for 
agricultural research work.". One would bo 
lacking in one's duty if one did not ask 
\\bat rnab1 rial contrlbntior~s }lq,·p KAi"'i m'ldP 
towards the improvement of agriculture in 
the surrounding districts after a huge 
expenditure extending over twenty years? 

Research stations controlled by the Govern­
ment justify themselves up to a. point, but 
one must be careful to determine when that 
point is reached. When the level of agrioul-

ture in the surrounding districts is equal 
to that of the State farms. the State farm 
has served its purpose. We must then pass 
to the second phase of agricultural develop­
ment-the research side-where better types 
of agriculturists in the areas are associated 
with the work of the department. As has 
been very aptly sta.ted by one great Ameri­
can thinker. the Director of Agricnltuml 
research work in the '\V ashington Bureau 
of Agriculture, when he was here with the 
sugar technologists, the value of a State 
farm lies within its ewn fences. \Vith 
variations of soil, climatic conditions, and 
other considerations, that value is rapidly 
dissipated as one proceeds outwards from 
the farm fen<:es. I was interested to hear 
a variation of that argument, when I had 
a discussion with Mr. Theiler, who said, 
"\Ye desire to establish a farm incorporat­
ing outsi.dB <:onditions and practices within 
its fences, and we Jlced State co-operation 
in its establishment." The same thing ma~· 
he said of Roma. There is onlv a limited 
amount of money available for the purpose 
and it must be spent to the best possible 
advantage. :Mr. Soutter, who WitS in charge 
of Roma experiment farm for many years, 
made very substantial contributions to the 
wellbeing of the Queensland wheat industry. 
Mr. Soutter, has only one disability-one 
that hurts him more than it hurts any body 
else-and that is his extreme modesty, 
coupled with the fact that he is never 
prone to take credit for his magnificicnt 
achievements. He is to Queensland what 
Mr. Fan·cr was to New South Wales. He 
is an admirable individual, a born plant 
breeder-not one drawn from a University. 
Born plant breeders very <>ften do more 
for the well being of agri<'ulture than 
university trained men. 

Mr. WALKER: You have been telling us 
that for the past four years. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is why I designated Mr. Soutter a 
plant breeder, and placed him in a new 
position where his work will be of greater 
benefit. 

1\Ir. \'1-Ar"KER: Where is he located 1 

The SECRETARY FOE AGRICULTURE: 
At present in Brisbane. He is working on 
the Darling Downs, laying dovrn plots for 
breeding and testing. He has asked to 
be allowed to take part in the work of 
maize qreeding. The work that he will 
now be able to accomplish will bB infinitely 
more beneficial than the work he was able 
to perform under the old limited system. 
I do not know whether the hon. member 
for Cunningham and I are thinking along 
the same lines, but I remember the hon. 
member suggesting last year that more 
valuable work could be achieved for the 
benefit of the wheat industrv if we diffused 
the work and closed down the Roma farm. 
The suggestion is an accomplished fact 
to-day. 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: What ha Ye you 
done with the Roma farm? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Leased it. It was not solcl, because it is 
poesible that some succeeding Secretary for 
Agriculture may not hold the same views 
as myself. 

Mr. GonFREY MORGAN: It would have 
been a good training ground for boys. 

Hon. F. W. B1llcock.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
We have found it exceedingly difficult to 
get boys interested in the land, even ,>Jl 
the vicinity of Brisbane. That epphes 
generally. The subject is. a. difficult. one. 
I know you will not permit me to drscuss 
this urgent m2,t.ter on this vote, J\Ir. Hanson. 
vVe seriouslv considered what might best 
be done wi{h Kairi and Roma farms, and 
I believe that \\·hat has been <lone will 
eventually prove to be for the best, especi­
ally as tlie South .J ohnstono station has been 
opened, and D~·· l\1ylcs, who w_as tr::ined 
overseas, IS statwned thoro. He Is a. hrghly 
trained plant breeder, but plant breeders 
cannot prove themselves excepting over a 
number of vears. It is a fact, however, 
that with his high training and eminent 
qualifications, Dr. idylcs will be of great 
value to farmers in the Korth in solving 
their ac;ricultural problems. I admit tbat 
his trail1ing was made possible by the fore­
,-ight of my predecessor, the hon. member 
for Cooroora. Dr. Myles has the funda· 
mental knowledge, and we propose to ask 
him to apply his knowledge in assisting 
·us to develop the production of crops on the 
Atherton Tableland and in the Northern 
coa,tul countrv. Ho will work under the juris­
diction of thoe recently appo:ntcd Director 
cf Tropical Agriculture. If we pursue a 
vigorous policy of agricultural development 
we can greatly increase the value of pro" 
duction in the northern areas. The hon. 
n•0mber for Cook said that the real wealth 
of Queensland lay in the soil, and I agree 
with him. His remark reminds me of the 
French fable. It is obviously the duty of 
the department and the State--

:Mr. EDWARDS: And the GoYernment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
And the Government, to do everything to 
liberate that wealth. I have come in con­
tact with officials from the other States 
a& a member of the Australian Agricul­
tural Council, a.nd I am co11strained to say 
tlwt the Queensland officers compare very 
fa\'Ourably with eimilar officers in the 
Southern States. Moreover, the department 
is doing work that is not undertaken by 
similar departments elsewhere. My depart­
ment is the most comprehensive of them 
all, and I make 110 apology for the increase 
in this vote. I say quite frankly-as the 
hon. member for Cook also said-that if 
I could induce the Treasurer to appropriate 
twice 'l.s much money for my department 
I should be twice as happy, but unfortunately 
I cannot induce him to do that, although I 
believe everything in this State depends 
on agriculture. No avenue of production 
is safe until agriculture is safe. Economic 
reconstruction of agriculture, associated witb 
scientific research and development, the 
education of the producer and allied matters 
are fundamental to the wellbeing of the 
State. 

l\Ir. EDWARDS (Yanango) [11.41 a.m.l: 
I listened with the keenest interest to the 
Minister, who covered a wide range of 
subjects, and when he spoke of Mr. Souttcr 
and his modesty, I thought that if the 
Minister could exchange some of his self, 
assurance for son1o of Mr. Soutter's modestv 
it would be of great advantage to the 
department. I realise that the Minister 
and his officers carry a great responsibility 
in a variety of ways. I agree with the hon. 
gentleman's concluding remarks, that his 

·department is concerned, firstly, with the 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

feeding of the nation. That is exactlv what 
it means. The wealth from the soif keeps 
the whole of our industries going. 

I was pleased to hear the Minister say 
that herd testing is being extended. Every 
dairyman should agree to the testing of hie 
herd from time to time. The work must, 
be carried out over a number of years if it 
is to be of anv benefit at all. 'The Minister 
did not give il's any idea as to the nature of 
the season when the tests were made. One of 
the greatest difficulties confronting herd test­
ing is the nature of the season. That is 
why we should endeavour to secure a con­
tinuation of tests. If the season is a good 
one the herd test in the summer months will 
show a remarkable yield of milk and butter 
fat, but immediately a dry spell sets in-­
w.hich is experienced not only in the wintE'r 
but also in the late spring-then the tests are 
not fair criteria. A test in a dry season does 
not permit a dairyman to form an opinion 
as to whether he should or should not dis­
pense wid1 certain cOl'~ b. If t,he season is 
unfavourable the test is very unsatisfactory 
and inconclusive. That is a phase of the 
subject that needs most careful consideration. 

The 1\Iinister gave the impression that the 
Dairv Cattle Improvement Fund was used 
Lug-el '-' to bear the cost of herd testing and 
sim~ibr matters. Last :·oar the expenditure 
from the fund was £4,607, and the receipts 
C'VOI' £5,000. Hio statement is not borne out 
by facts. I ha\·e always contended that the 
agricultural industry is the only one that 
is compelled to contribute towards the cost of 
experiments for its benefit. The principle is 
entirely wrong, especially when the wealth 
derived from primary production is essential 
for the well being of the whole State, and 
not the industry only. The development of 
agriculture moans the development of the 
wealth of the people as a whole. Why on 
earth should a special tax be imposed on this 
section of the community to increase wealth 
production in the interests of the whole 
State'? 

T.he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: Don't 
you think an industry th~t enjoys stabilisa­
tion should make a contnbutwn towards rts 
economic efficiency. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The Minister will not 
argue that its efficiency has not a very bene­
ficial effect on all sections of the commumty. 
He must recognise that every impost-no 
matter how small-curtails production. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL1'URE : It is a 
very small amount per head. 

:Vlr. EDWARDS: That is only one tax. 
Th~ SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 

banana industry, which is the poorest m 
the State, made a voluntary contribution. 

Mr. EDvVARDS: If the hon. gentleman 
were a farmer he would realise that taxes 
have a hampering effect on people who are 
endcavourPd to develop the agricultural 
industry along scientific lines. It is of para" 
mount importance that we should realise 
that the people engaged on the land pro­
duce the wealth of the country and assist 
the welfare of the State in every way. The 
people living in country districts are not 
able to enjoy many of the amenities enjoyed 
by people living in towns and cities. 

The Minister must realise that it is impos" 
si ble for the farmer at the pre,ent tnne 
to obtain the labour that he requires, with 
the result that mothers of families help with 
the milking and the children assist before 
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they go to school. Each week-end that I 
vis1t my electorate I am asked by different 
farmers if I can obtain the services of a 
boy for them. The scarcity of suitable 
labour is detrimental to the welfare of the 
industry. 

With all clue respect to the Minister, who, 
I rcali··e, is endeavouring to do what he 
·considers to be in the best interests of the 
State, I sav not much credit is clue to the 
department. for the accomplishments of many 
of the men on the land. I quote the case 
,,}f the clalrvnH'n ·who ha.ve bred the bc"-t clnss 
of cattle obtainable in the State. Has the 
department gi;-en those people any assist­
ance in their efforts to build up an excellent 
class of stock-particularly dairy stock-that 
compare favourably with stock produced in 
any other part of the world? 

'rhe SEcilETAHY FOil AGiliCULTUilE: The 
bull subsidisation scheme was the commence­
ment of the elevation of our herd standards. 

Mr. EDvVARDS: The hon. gentleman does 
not think that for a moment. There are 
men in mv own district who have sent stud 
c:1ttlc all· over the world, and all credit 
is due to them. These men have conducted 
their businesses in a practical manner. 

The SECRETAilY FOR AGRlCT:LTURE: \V hen 
.the PrcmiN was Secretary for Agriculture 
in a previOLB Labour Govcrnrncnt he made 
it possible for people to buy stock. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The hon. gentleman 
knows as well as I do that the people I 
>'c·fer to were established many years before 
that time. Some of the herds were being 
established thirty years ago, and all credit 
IS due to the people responsible because I 
firmly believe they have done more than 
the department to improve the standard of 
dairy stock. 

One of the reasons why boys will not go 
on farms is because thev do not understand 
the conditions that obta"in there. vVoulcl it 
not be more beneficial to the farmers or the 
youths who are interested in dairy farming 
if they wore given the opportunity of inter­
viewing practical dairymen than officers of 
~he clPpartment before c:>mmoncing in the 
industr~,? I do not say this with any dis­
respect to the officers, but with a desire to 
point out that a beginner in the industry 
should have some practical knowledge of 
it. It can be obtained onlv from the prac­
tical man. I have al\'\ays received the 
greatest courtesy from the of!icers of the 
department. 'C nless the experts are able 
to give advice on the practical side of the 
industry they \Yill not be of great value to 
the dairying community nor to the stock 
owners. I have in mind a certain incident. 
A veterinary surgeon a ppointccl to the 
department during recent years advised me 
that it \Vas impossible to dissect a horse 
while it was on its feet. That is the sort 
of thing we get. Men \vith a practical 
training have performed the operation for 
years. 

Mr. JEssoc;; : iVhat do you mean by " dis­
secting''? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Castrating. That inci­
dent occurred. After all his years of 
theoretical training this officer gave that 
advice which is at variance with the opinions 
of practical men. The Minister must sec 
that his veterinary surgeon·; obtain practical 
knowledge, and this can only be secured by 
associating with practical men. 

The SECRETARY FOil AGRICULTUilE: We are 
doing that. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Up to a point. The 
veterinarians rnuct win the respect of the 
practical men who require their scrvic"s 
from time to time. The farmers who have 
built up their herds have always canied 
out their own veterinary work. They h>1ve 
a practical knmdeclge. I refe1· to such men 
as the hon. member for Cunningham. He 
has canied out that class of work for a 
uumbcr of years. It was very pleasing to 
hear the Minister state that he could Wlsh 
fen· no greater co-ordination between the 
dairymen and the department in the matter 
of herd testing. I am advocating a con­
tinuance of a policy of co-ordination, but I 
am afraid that it does not extend to the 
stock inspectors. For twenty-flve to thirty 
years the ir,spectors have watched the tick 
line in 111V O'.\Ti ancl orher di~tric:tf', but so 
far llS I ·and others can j uclge there has 
been no alteration. Stock inspectors and 
their work are looked upon to-day in just 
the same light as twenty-five yea1·s ago. It 
is cor;sidcrecl that the irritating conchtions 
that are imposed create no end of difficu:ty 
for iho stock owners. I trust that the Minis­
ter will investigate the <JUCstion of the tick 
menace and ascertain "hether it is not 
possible to have some scientific method of 
dealing with it as was done with the prickly­
pear. If it cannot be done there should 
be a complete reorganisation by the depart­
ment to achieve some success. A large sum 
of money has been oxpenclocl over the past 
t\Yenty-flve or thirty years in supervising the 
tick border line, but to-clay it is in prac­
tically the same situation, and so far as I 
can judge the same difficulties still exist. 
The people in the tick-infested country do 
not desire anything to be clone while those 
in the clean area trust that the tick will be 
held back. Those in the buffer area are in a 
most difficult position, and have been so 
for many years. 

The SECRETAHY FOil AoRIOlCLTUilE : '1 here 
must always be a buffer area. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The Minister cannot 
find it. It may be drawn on a map, but 
there is actually no buffer area. Ticks have 
been found fro1n tin1e to ti1ne on:-r the 
buffer an•a, for the last twcnty-li1·e to thit'ly 
vc.ar~, and it sccn1:3 to rne that it i~ dono 
Simply for the purpo·"e of creating a scare 
in an endeavour to show the ncccs:3it\~ for 
cor:tinuing the work. 

It is a great pity that the Minister saw 
ftt to close down the experiment station at 
Rorna. It must be admitted tlnt the 
:Ylaranoa district is on the border of what 
might be termed a dry belt. 

The SEOilETARY FOil AGillCULTUilE: Would 
you continue an organisation that could only 
give you one year's results in every three? 

1\fr. EDW ARDS: Does the hon. gentle­
man mean because of drought? 

The SECilETARY FOR AGHIOULTURE: Drought 
and climatic conditions. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: That suggests, perhaps, 
that the Minister has given too much att.en 
tion to the production of wheat and not 
<>nongh to the cultivation of the land. The 
difficultv to which he referred existed in 
th Mallee district in Victoria with a con­
siderably lower rainfall than Roma. In that 
district, by the careful handling of the soil, 
it \Yas possible io grow a crop in 1llOH ypar ~. 
If the soil in the :Maranoa district were 

!Jr. Edwards.] 
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cultivated so that it could produce a crop 
every year, some benefit would be enjoyed. 
I appreciate the great work performed by 
:VIr. Soutter, but of what value is wheat­
growing to the State 1 This year it is antici­
p.lted the yield will be 3,000,000 bushels, 
but that quantity was grown in Queensland 
twenty-five years ago. 'Where is their any 
expansion, and what. has been the value of 
the work done? 

Nir. LLEWELYK: Do you suggest that we 
:Jwuld cease grovving wheat? 

Mr. EDWARDS: l'\o, but I suggest that 
"o should inquire into tho reason why the 
e-xpansion of this industry has not been as 
great as one might expect. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The 
breeds of wheat have been improved. 

Mr. EDWARDS: I have done a good bit 
of wheat farming on the Darling Downs and 
I know that wheat of a quality equal to 
that grown in Victoria was grown there 
twenty-seven years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: But 
to-day Queensland is growing better wheat 
than any other State in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The wheatgrower in 
Queensland has had and is getting. better 
treatment than the wheatgrowers m any 
other State of the Commonwealth, because 
we consume all the wheat we grow. But 
why has the industry not expanded to the 
same extent as it has in other States? I 
do not suggest that wheatgrowing in Queens­
land will ever reach the same dimensions as 
in South Australia and Victoria, but we 
have not shown any increase in our yield 
for twenty years. What experiments have 
been carried out in the way of feeding sheep 
and raising lambs on wheat for market 
before it is allowed to go to grain? 1'hat 
is a subject into which the :Vlinister might 
make thorough investigation. It is of 
importance to thu State. Experiments haye 
been carried out along those linos with great 
,, uccess in Y ictoria. 

It has boon suggested by hon. members on 
this side that machinery has thrown many 
rnPn out of work in the State. Those argu­
ments cannot apply when one realises that 
awry man displaced by machinery in Queens­
land is able to follow a new oceupaiiou 
either by growing primary products or manu­
facturing them into other foods. I feel that 
that is absolutely certain. 

Jlilr. FOLEY : vVhat about cotton? 

Mr. EDWARDS: A great number of men 
are employed in cotton production-prepar­
ing the land, picking, and also at the gin­
nery. Great credit is duo to Mr. vVebster. 
Incidentally, he was a political opponent of 
1nine on a couple of occasions. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member has exhau,·ted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. Vv. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [12.7 p.m.]: 
I desire to congratulate the Secretary for 
Agriculture on the administration of his 
department. There are few ministerial posi­
tions so important as hie. He has proved 
himself to be one of the most vigorous and 
enthusiastic Ministers who have ever bo~n 
in charge of the department. I should like 
to discuss the staff. I congratulate the 
Government on their decision to reclassify 
some positions, and thus give a measure of 
relief to officers who have been entitled to a 

[Mr. Edwards. 

new classification for many years. Officers 
of the Department of Agriculture, and other 
spending departments, are frequ9ntly pena­
lised in cornparison v .. -ith officers 1n revC'nU('­
producing departments, like the Income Tax 
Deparment, State Government Insura~ce 
Office, Public Curator's Office, Stamp Duties 
Office and others. The tendency has always 
been 'tor the salaries of oHi·cers in <:-fh'IHiiug­
departments to be lower than in revenue­
producing departments, and the attitude of 
succcssiYe Governments in that respect IS, 

to some extent, understandable. I belie'_"e· 
that we have some of the best experts m 
the world in the Department of Agriculture, 
and they are entitled to a fair remuneration, 
but they should not be penalised because they 
belong to a spending department. I tru't 
the Minister will consider the question of 
giving junior officers an opportunity to 
become acquainted with the work of th<) 
department. The Public Service Act lays it 
down that junior officers shall have an oppor­
tunity of becoming acquainted with the work 
of all sections in the department to which 
they are appointed, but that regulation is 
not being carried out. I trust that the Public 
Service Commissioner will see that nothing 
similar to this happens in other departments. 
There is in the Department of Agriculture a 
young woman who was appointed to the 
public service about nin~ years ago at the 
minimum salary of approximately £70 a 
year. She was appointed to a job which 
invoh,cd nothing else than dealing with the 
despatch of mail. In other words, one of her 
most important duties was to stamp the letters 
and enter the co't dailY in a cash book. 
After nine years we find· that young lady is 
to-day still occupying the same position, 
being paid a salarv of £200 a year, and in 
the meantime she has become a Bachelor of 
Arts by studying at night. I know that if 
I had brought the matter under the Minis­
ter's notice before he would have given it 
his consideration, and I know that he will 
do so now. It is not fair to the staff. m.d 
when it happens with a man it is likely ·d 

Le a serious disqualification in connection 
with later appointments. 

I take this opportunity to pay a tribute 
to a rnan \vho this vear Vi'ill rctiro under the 
public scn·ico regUlations. He v.-ill bt• a 
great lo:;s to the public senricP. I rPf(~J' to 
the aecountant of th·c department. ~.rr. 
Hoopcr. 11-Ir. Hoopet, who was tran<ferrcd 
from the Commoinvealth service. was fir,t 
appoi11ted to the department fortv-threc 01< 

fDrty-four years ago. For more tktn fc,rt.,,­
years he has each year attended tlw sittillg,; 
of Parlianler:t and a:-si~ted the ).Jinistl r to 
pilot his Estirnates through Comn1i t-teP. 
This is a record that is not SUi'P1"cd b' 
anY othf'r accountant in H1e State, and is 
on(~ that v.r1ll b::ar cornpnrison with a sitnilaJ~ 
officer in an v other Sbte. Both tlw present 
1\iinjstcr and an C(-j\flnister, the hon. 1nen1-
bcr for Coor<:ora, told me they Tr- h?.r~1C'd 
~Ir. Uooner-the Premier and the Public 
Scry:ec Conuni~--;-ioncr -<ll"o ~upport th0ir 
opinions-as a most valuable officer. I desire 
to pay a tribute to him for his service,s to the 
Stal<'. The account section bcr:an w1th "'lr. 
Hooper himself, but the staff has increased to 
hvclve to fifteen officers under Mr. Hooper's 
control. He has trained some verv valuable 
officers for the public service, an~l somP of 
his former subordinates now occupy important 
positions in our civic life. The Minister 
idorms me-and I believe this is also a 
record-that for abc>ut ten years-with one 
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~Bxception-it has never been neccssarv for 
tho departlncnt to incur unfore;o;ecn exPendi­
tUL'. That is a compliment to the o[licer 
who framed the Estimat0s of the depat·t­
mont. I also understand from the Miui,ter 
thnt. 1Ir. I-Iooper has never failed him in his 
puhlic duties. 

:\fr. \YALKER: I offered him promotion ar.d 
he refnscd it. 

The SECRET\RY FOR AGRIC1!LTURE: So did I. 
:'IIr. \Y. J. COPLEY: J\Ir. Hooper will 

Je,,.,, the pnblic >crvico this year with the 
full kr:owlcrlge that he enjoys the conftdcnce 
oE all those vrith whon1 he has corne in 
contact. I--lc enjoys the confldenre of tho 
J\Iiuie•,er and his fellow-officers. He has a 
,-cry fine record, and he leans an excellent 
organisation for his successor. 

I also wish to make reference to the beef 
cattle industry, which is a Ycry yital and 
important one to the State. \Ye arc destined 
t-) build up a great beef expol't industry, 
and I trust that everything will be done by 
the department to help the producers and 
Rl~e that those engaged in tho industry obtain 
.a fair return for their labom·. Queensland 
].;; in a fortunate position, inasmuch .as she 
furnishes 80 per cent. of the beef exported 
from Australia. \Ve poc;ess all the poten­
tialities to develop the trade, but thoro is 
much to learn from Argentina. Recently I 
l1ad an opportunity of discussing conditions 
in Argentina ~,yith a prominent tnan in the 
industry, and it was intcreCJting to lerrrn 
fram him how cfficiontlv thoc Scuth American 
J1Cople had organise~1 the meat tr,do. 
Rccontlv the Premier of South Australia, 
11r. BL'itlcr. visit;'d the Argentina. ar:d I 
understand from a member of hi-; party that 
his investi~atlons ''Tore illuminating. I sug­
gest that the ::\Iinistcr-he is a hard-working 
and efficient man-should. in the interests 
of the producers and in the iderests of all 
1 hose engaged in the indu.;:;tr_v, pay a visit to 
the Argentina in the rece<s. The knowledge 
he would obtain wouJ.d be cf great assistar.co 
to this State. 

I desire to congratulate the Editor of the 
"Agricultural Journal," Mr. Reid, on the 
splendid publication that he has produced, 
which, I believe, has reached a higher stan­
dard than ever. It is regrettable that more 
farmers do not road the journal, and I hope 
that efforts will be made to induce them to 
take it, because it contains much informa­
tion that would be of great assistance to 
.them in their work. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA='J (Dalby) [12.20 
p.m.]: According to a recent press report, 
Dr. Spahlin~er is alleged to have discovered 
a serum that wiii prevent or cure tubercu­
losis. As tuberculosis is prevalent amongst 
the dairy herds-there have been isolated 
~ases amongst beef cattle-it i3 of the utmost 
importance that wo should obtain full 
information ngarding the new virus; and 
I urge the l\![inister to do so. If a serum can 
be discovered that will effectively combat 
-or eliminate the ravages of tuberculosis it 
will bo of great advantage to the dairying 
and beef cattle industries, and the health of 
the people will also be protected. 

I consider that the Roma State Farm did 
not serve the most useful purpose, although 
I recognise the excellent work carried out by 
:Yir. Soutter. I had an o·,:>portunity of visit­
ing South Austracia with him as a delegate 
from Queensland to one of the most 
important conferences held in Australia to 

consider the propagation of wheat. The ser­
vices of l\Ir. Soutter were, to a certain 
extent, wasted at the Roma State Farm. 
He should .be allowed to carry out his work 
relating to wheat, but he should not have 
to concern himself with any other eqJori­
ments. Tho farm should not be leased, it 
should be conducted as a demonstration 
farm. •.vhich i; vastly different from an 
experimental farm. The latter is conducted 
purely for experimental purposes, \vheroas 
the former is established for the purpose of 
demonstrating how a farm can be success­
fully conducted. I am well acquainted with 
the Roma State Farm, having visited it on 
se,·eral occasions. Had it been retained as 
a demonstration farm and had tt practical 
man-preferably one from the Southern 
States vrho was com·ersant with the fallow 
systen1, the rnanunng of Lands, and the 
breeding of fat lambs for market-been 
appointed as manager, and had he adopted 
the fallow syotern and used artificial manures 
as the' do in the South, I consider that it 
cou:-d have ptaduced fat lambs for market. 
Aftc:r a period of five years it should be 
able to d<'monstratc whether the soil and 
climatic conditions are favourable. The 
brm should be run at a profit. It should 
not be an expense on the Government, but 
should be able to meet working expenses. 
The farm would also bo of benefit to the 
Government in educating boys in farm work. 
'l'he lads could be sent along to this farm 
to t; a in experience, and afterwards be 
£mploycd by farmers and others at a 
remunerative wage. It would also be a 
splendid idea to demonstrate how wheat IS 

grown in dry areas of the other States. I 
nm sorry that the .Minister has decided to 
lease the farm. I have always claimed that 
it should have been a demonstration and not 
an experimental farm. 

The hon. member for Bulimba mentioned 
tlmt the beef cattle industry was a very 
important industry to Queensland. Eighty 
Jl"r cent. or more of the beef exported over· 
seas comes from Queensland. The other 
Eastern States are smaller and being perhaps 
more highly developed the settlers engage 
in sheep-raising and other forms of primary 
production that cannot be so extensively 
carriod on in Queensland, especially in the 
dry areas of the Korth-vY est and Central­
vV e't. Queensland will continue to bo t.he 
largest grower of beef cattle. We are all 
extremely pleased that the investigations 
into the chilling of beef have J;esulted in 
Queensland being able to export chilled beef. 
This is due to the experimental work carried 
oc1t principally at the Brisbane Abattoir. It 
has proved beneficial not only to Queensland 
Lut also to Australia. These experiments 
ILavo enabled us to compete with Argentina 
in Great Britain and other parts of the 
world to a greater degree than formerly. 

At 12.28 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSO}f (Ipswich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relie,·ed the Chair­
man in the chair 

1\Tr. GODFREY :WORGAN: If we are to 
c•ompete successfully with Argentina for the 
chilled beef trade we ll1Llsc c.tabli.-h a 
nu1nb.::'r of f::tnns to concL:ct, ex:per:Inl"nt.3 
with t•xctic ar:d other gras.-:~cs and other 
fodc~e_~_·s u ·tit b!c for topping off young 
Ltt,t~e bred In th~~ \Ve-_,tern arcns. It 
i~ on1v an occnsionnl !.rr.lzier ydw is able 
h htten his bed: ck; ;;n his own holding. 
I have a suitable holding equal to any in 

31r. JYJor·gan.! 
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Queensland. I have been successful in fatten­
ing stock, hut I know that Queensland can­
not fatten a sufficient number of beasts on 
natural grasses only to supply the chilled 
beef trade. If a four years' old bullock is to 
be prime it must weigh from 750 to 900 lb. 
The trouble is that graziers cannot fatten 
bea,,.ts in tvvo Ol' three yPa .. rs on natural 
Q'rasses. Provision will have to be made for 
larger areas to be put under lucerne and 
<trtificial grasses that cannot be successfullv 
grown in the \Vest. The cattle from the 
we,.,t('rn distncts could then bl• irau~f.:-rrt•d 
to those area' to bt' fattcnNl. That i., clone 
i11 Argentina, and if wo a: e to C:UlllJlC'- ,,.o 
shall havo to adont the ~' 1 ITie pr 1 Cti''0. Jn 
Argentina the cattle arc bred on large hold­
ings on the prairies and topped off on alfalfa 
country. They are topped off for export on 
feed grown specially for the purpose. When 
the cattlcowners do get their cattle into a 
fat condition it is generally found that they 
are overweight. The demo nd to-da v is for 
a young bullock that will fatten ·quickly 
without being overweight. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: Sooner 
or later the Commonwealth Government 
will have to adopt new weight standards 
for chillers. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : F.ven then 
the best bullocks will bo condemned. My 
euttle g:enerally top the market in Sydney 
and Bnsbane, but when they are really fat 
and ready for ma.rket they WBigh from 
750 lb. to 900 lb. and are about four years 
old. They are too heavy. If I could fatten 
them sooner it would be much better as 
far as weight standards are concerned but 
it is impossible to do that on natural gr~s,cs. 
The best bullocks coming to Bri-hqm' for 
chilling at the present 'time weigh from 
750 to 850 lb. 'l'hc Minister would be well 
advised to bring down an amendment of 
the Abattoir's Agreement Ratification and 
!\1eat Industry Act to provide for the 
Improvements I suggest. Almost all com­
m'?ditios are sold by weight. and a weigh· 
bndge should be installed at the abattoirs. 
\Ve have endeavoured to have his done in 
the past, but without e.uccess. The cattle 
pwd ucers would be willing to pay a small 
charge for having their cattle weighed when 
<tlive, and the wcigh-Qridge would become 
self-supporting. Cattle are weighed alive 
in Chicago, Argentina, and other parts of 
the world. Here the weight is guess work. 
\Ye read whore cattle f0tch certain prices 
at the Cannon Hill sale, but those prices 
are exaggerated. with a view to hood-wink­
ing the Price Fixing Gommissioner so that 
he will allow higher prices than are justified 
to be charged for the moat. Thev are also 
exaggerated for the purpose o( indueing 
the cattle owner to send his stock to the 
yards thinking- that he will get a good 
price. The installation of a weig-h-bridge 
at the abattoir or at thD sale yar.Cls would 
not be expensive. The cattle are weighed 
alivo at the Roval 1'i" ational Show on the 
Sunday morning prior to the show, and 
when they are sold later in the week the 
actual weight of every beast is announced. 
When estimating the weight of a bullock 
after it has been killed. it is tbe usval 
practice to deduct one-third of the live 
weight. If a beast weighs 9 cwt. at the 
sale, it is generally found that it will 
weigh 6 cwt. when killed and dressed. That 
has been pro,·ed time after time. We should 
get some idea as to what is happening in 
that connection. At presont we are entirely 

[~fr.Morgan. 

at the mercy of the people who Lll)' our 
stock, and the Minister should take action. 
The United Graziers' Association ha.,; asked 
for a weigh-bridge time after time, and 
it has passed rc,olutions calling upon 
authorities to provide it. I notice in the 
Press that the Fedora] Government intend 
to allow a rebate of 15s. a ton on artificial 
manures not used for wheat growing pur­
poses. Can the Minister tell me whether· 
that will apply to the sugar and fl'uit grow­
ing and other indmtries that use artificial 
manures? It would be an assistance if 
the agriculturists could benefit by that con­
cession which is allowed in the southern 
States. 

Mr. JESSON (Kennuly) [12.37 p.m.J: 
congratulate the J\;Iinister and his clcpurt­
ment for the w.ay they have managed tl>0 
affairs of the primary producers durilig n-,c, 
last few years, particularly in connection 
with research work. I wish to deal briofl.v 
with the question of marketing fruit, which 
deserves greater commemlation. The schcm" 
in vogue is an admirable one, and helps thn 
fl'uitgrowers in the Stanthorpe and other· 
districts to dispose of much of their surp:us. 
Tho Railway Department and the Committee 
of Direction of Fruit Marketing have done 
excellent work, but much moro remains to, 
be done. That would not only benefit the 
farmers but also the people in North Queens­
land, who have to pay unduly high prices for 
fruit. In some cases the Stanthorpe growers 
are at the mercy of umcrupulous trades­
people, who pay them what they think fit 
for their produce. I have often seen cases 
of that. A consignnH'nL of forty cases of 
tomatoes was sent from Stanthorpe to a 
Greek, who wired back to the grower that 
they had arrived in a rotten condition. The 
grower got the local authority health inspec­
tor to inspect the fruit. On picking them 
over the inspector found that only three 
cases were bad. If the Greek had been able 
to injure the grower in this way the growe1· 
would probably have lost the whole of hi' 
consignment and on the next cons1g1Hnent 
he would have suffered a deduction fay 
freight. The department could ho:p the 
grower to market his surplus \vithout glut­
ting the Brisbane market. We arc told that 
boys will not go on the farms. In North 
Queensland-Atherton and other places­
there arc not sufficient facilities for bovs 
who \Vant to go on to farms. There are· a 
number of boys in the district waiting to 
get on the Abergowrie training farm. hich 
proves that in the North somo of the lacl• 
are land-minded, and thct the-:· an' t > 

go to this colleg". I N!IIIot spPak fot· the 
metropolitan lads. The Abcrgowrie College 
is doing admirable work, and occa­
sionall.l the drparirncnt .sends i~_spe<:tol'" 
tbrre to assi~t it in its work. 

T]l.P hon. rnember for N:tnllngo dcplor0d 
th<' clo'ing of the Roma State Farm. where 
wheat experimentation has been carried on for 
some time. Considering tbat there is an 
over- production in the world's wheat supplv 
of 6SO.OOO.ODO bushels, there is no encourage­
nlcnt to far1n0rs to enlarge tllf'~ir area..:::. Dur­
ing 1924 there was an area of 189.145 ncros 
under wheat in the Darling Downs. The ~nca 
under wheat in 1934 was 232.053 acres. Tho··e 
f,gures do not exhibit a yery great in1prove­
mcnt. Statistics also rp,·eel that in 1924 the 
average yield per acre was 14.7 bushels, 
while in 1934 it was 18.8, proving conclu­
sively that the research work carried on at 
the Roma State Farm is beneficial to the 
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industry. (Opposition laughter.) The proof 
of the pudding is in the eating, notwith· 
standing the chuckles of the Leader of the 
Opposition. When any contentious matter 
affecting the primary producers is under con­
sideration all we get from the Opposition 
io chuckles. I wish further to enlarge on 
the results of the research work carried out 
by the department, particularly in the last 
few years. Tho figures I intend to quat" 
will support my assertion. They will show 
tha.t the greatest yield of wheat per acre is 
obtained in this State, excepting Tasmania, 
where a soft class of wheat is grown. This 
class of wheat commands a greater price 
than hard wheat, because it is extensively 
used by biscuit manufacturers. Tasmania 
has a monopoly of this wheat. The average 
yield of wheat per acre in the various States 
of the Commonwealth is-

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Victoria . 
South Australia 
\V est ern Australia 
Tasn1ania 

bushels. 
14.62 
12.85 
12.57 
9.88 

11.80 
20.73 

Mr. EDWARDS: Now give the quantities 
grown in each State. 

Mr. JESSON: 1 IHwe given the yield per 
acre, and the hon. member can work that 
out for himself. My figures are obtained 
from statistics compiled by the Registrar· 
General. I do not want to combat the 
statements of the hon. member for :\' anango. 
but mme of them were so ridiculous that 1 
cannot allow them to pass. Ho calls him· 
self a practical farmer, but if his farm is 
as efficient as his statements are sincere. then 
I can understand him having a "grouch'' 
about the conditions of the man on the land. 
He objects to the dairy farmers contributing 
to the cost of research work and herd test­
ing in order to improve their production. 
I would point out that producers in the sugar 
industry levy themselves~contributions are 
a.lso made by the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company and the Government-of 1d. per 
ton to meet the cost of the sugar experiment 
stations. Just imagine that ! Tho banana 
industry and the fruitgrowers at Stanthorpe 
contribute to a. fund for the prE>servation and 
improvement of their industries, yet the 
hon. member, who is alleged to bo a farmer, 
contends that dairymen should not con­
tribute one penny towards research work for 
the improvement of their herds! How is 
research work to be carried out without 
finance? 'Why should other primary indus­
tries contribute voluntarilv to research work 
for the improvement of their industries and 
not the dairymen? It is these ridiculou.s 
statements that influence tho boys to refuse 
v;ork on farms. 

I desire to congratulate the department 
through the Minister on the resea.rch work 
it is carrying on in connection with the utili­
sation of by-products of sugar cane. I 
understand that serious consideration is 
being given to the question of extracting a 
yeast from molasses. I underst.and from mv 
iimited knowledge of the subject that it wiil 
be a constituent of a concentrated stock food 
that can be supplied to stock in drought time 
and as a lick for stock suitable for chil'ed 
meat trade. These are matters that are not 
common knowledge. I hope that their 
investigations will be successful. Too much 
praise cannot be bestowed on the Minister 
a.nd his staff. The Minister is invited to all 

important conferences dealing with agri­
cultural problems, and his advice is sought 
by agriculturi·,ts. The welfare of the man 
on tho land is his main consideration, and 
his studies arc pursued with that objective. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifcrn) [12.49 p.m.]: 
I compliment the Minister upon his. very 
compreh<msivo statement., a.nd I endorse 
his remarks regarding the inadBquacy of 
the vote. \Ve all recog.nise the importance 
of our primary industries, and as the lVfjnister 
has stated, possibly the whole of our future 
welfare is dependent on the development 
of our primary industrins. T notice that 
the votD shows an increase of approximately 
£16,000, but I feel sure that no hon. member 
will object to this expenditure, which is 
so necessary for the development o£ our 
great primary industries. 

I notice that £1,895 has been set down 
for tho purpose of establishing a dairy 
research institute in Queensland. While 
I compliment the Minister on his initiative 
in that direction, at the same time I am 
disappointed to learn that he desires to 
obtain more money from the producers. This 
is a question that is agitating the minds 
of those engaged in production and manu­
facture for some considerable time. It is 
a matter for regret that no definite attempt 
\Vas rnade to irnpr.ove the quality oi our 
dairy products in the pa.st. In my district 
we have not had the services of a dairy 
inspector for the last five years. There 
rnay be sound reasnns for t.hat apparent 
11eglect, but it is a great pity because 
it is on<e of the most important dairy­
ing districts in Queensland. If we hope 
to improve the quality of our butter we 
must commence on the farm where the 
cows are milked. It is obvious that if the 
factory receives second quality cre:tm it 
will not be able to manufacture first quality 
butter. I hope the Minister will pay greater 
attention to the liUpervision on the farms. 
.\bent 80 per cent. of the dairy products 
in this State have to be 'exported, and an 
improvement in quality would be our best 
advertisement. 

Cream is subject to many defects, but 
that is a problem for experts. It was 
recently discovered that some pats of butter 
taken from a case which had been classed 
as choice n,nality were later graded as 
second qu<tlity at the cold stores, although 
it had all come out of the ono churn. There 
are many problems associated with butter 
manufacture that will have to be overcome. 
The industry, in conjunction with the 
Minister, decided to launch out on some 
form of scientific research. The Minister 
set aside a certain sum of money, and the 
industry also made a very substantial 
contribution. 

I should like the Minister to give atten· 
tion to the burning question of the deliverv 
of cream to the factorieo. It may rcquiro 
unpalatable legislation, but it will have to 
be done, and I hope the Minister will do 
something in that direction. To some it may 
appear that the Government or tho Minister 
is endea\'ouring to take power to which they 
are not entitled. Australia must face world­
wide competition in dairy products, but if we 
hi] to imnrove the quality our price"< mu't 
decline. The time has arrived when the fae· 
tories must lend some assistance in this direc­
t'on. At the present time if a factory grades 
Cl'e~m immediately on arrival-as it should 
be graded-and a supplier is dissatisfied with 

lYI r. lYI uller.] 
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his grade, he decides to forward his cream 
to another factory. Competition among the 
factories for supplies has brought about a 
serious problem, that will have to be settled. 
It will be necessary to set up supply zones, 
and I advocate that system. If the present 
factories are going to continue, the practice 
of offering inducements to suppliers to send 
their cream past the nearest factory, it will 
Le utterly impossible to grade the cream 
properly. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Will you 
support a zoning Bill if I bring one down? 

Mr. MULLER: I am prepared to support 
any system of zoning that will improve the 
quality. 

The question of regulating shipments from 
Queensl"ncl is of the utmost importance. 
Some hon. members may be of the opinion 
that the mere existence of a Director of 
Marketing meets the situation, but more will 
have t.o be clone than has been done in the 
past. The problem is of great importance to 
Queensland and ~\ustralia. Queensland 
manufactured .cpproximatel:,· 56.000 tons of 
butter last year, and a very large quantit0 of 
cheese. Eighty per cont. of the butter has to 
be exported. The industry is worth £5,000,000 
to the State, but if we are to compete success· 
fully with other Dominions and foreign 
countries, it will be necessary to regulate 
shipments to the various markets and main­
tain continuity of supplies. I desire to refer 
briefly to a report received last week from 
the London manager of the Dairy Produce 
Export Board, Mr. May. He writes as 
follows:-

" London Butter Market. This week 
has witnessed a period of considerable 
activity. There has been a good enquiry, 
and with sellers looking for higher prices 
and therefore selling sparingly, most 
descriptions have recorded sharp adYancc's 
in pric0s. 

"Unfortunately, Australian butter is 
now in very small supply. With the 
unsold consignment stock at 25,000 boxes, 
and only 70,000 boxes due this month, we 
have little interest in the market." 

I want the Minister to note the word 
'· interest." He further states:-

''We have complaints from the :'\orth 
of England that Australian butter is 
unobtainable-which must be inevitable 
with our very small supplies-and there­
fore a large proportion of our former 
supporters arc now being forced on to 
other descriptions. Should a consider­
able margin between :t\ew Zealand and 
Australia creep in later in the your we 
fully expect some Australian interests 
will advance theories concerning dis­
orderly marketing by United Kingdom 
agents when really shippers have only 
got themselves to blame." 

At 2 p.m., 
The CHAi.R:\fAX rr-~u1nod i.hc chair. 

Wr. :\tCLLER: It is obvious that as pro­
duction increases cxport3 w:l1 lncrea~c. auJ 
it will bo no.cessarv for tlh~ Ga\·rrLirlr>nt ·1-o 
regulate shiprneuts .. , I cannot see t,he ,Ti:;;dcnu 
of spending large sun1s of rr1o~1ey- a- IVO 
have done in the p~ht-~o;t adverti,ing our 
products and building up a clientele o" the 
other side of the world if we are ur.ablc to 
fulfil our orders. I hope that the :Mini-tcr 
will consider the po,sibility of regulating 
shipments in the htture. quccnslrrnd i; in 

[Mr. Muller. 

a n1uch rnoro unfayourablc tlosition than 
either Victoria or '\'cw South vYales. ln 
Victoria, 60,000 tons of butter were produced 
last year, 50 per cent. of which >Hl.s exported, 
whereas New South \Vales produced about 
66,000 tons and exported only 30 per cent., 
as the. local market consumed 70 per cent. 

Another example of the need for control 
i" shown in our chilled meat trade, which is 
a new industry in Queensland. I read the 
other day that the State would fall short of 
its quota. for the last quarter of this year by 
something like 300 tons. After incurring a 
great deal of expense in building up a 
market on the other side of the world for 
chilled meat, we find ourselves unable to 
meet the demand. This is most regrettable, 
especially when it is realised that Queens· 
land depends largeh· on its export trade. 
Unless Governments" and other responsible 
bodies are prepared to make an effort to 
overcome this difficultv. we shall never be 
able to hold this expo~t trade. 

The Minister oxpr<''scd the opinion that 
the commodity boards were operating satis­
factorily. I hold executive positions on 
t"-o of these boards, and I know the diffi­
culties with which they ha Ye to contend; 
but I hope that the l\Iinister will endeavour 
to give them a greater measure of protec­
tion in the future. The factories that are 
loyal to the boards are labouring under 
difficulties created by unfair competition 
from people who flout the law and take 
advantage of a lot a! market built up by 
those boards. I am delighted to see that 
the Minister is endeavouring to protect the 
intereets of the primary producers of this 
State by contributing towards the defence m 
the J ames case, which is to be heard by the 
Privy Council early next year. If the app<;'al 
is sucocssful the whole of the commocl1ty 
boards will ' have to be reorganised. I 
feel that able counsel should be briefed 
to try to maintain the present organisa­
tion; but I am somewhat alarmed at 
the attitude of the wheatgrowers in Queens­
land. As primary producers. we sh.oulcl. be 
prepared to take a Commonwealth-vncle v1ew 
of such an important matter. There is the 
possibility that the wheatgrowers in Queens­
la.ncl will try to continue as a separate enhty. 
I feel that that would be dangerous. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It would 
be equally as dangerous to them as to the 
State. 

Mr. MULLER: That is what I say. I 
feel that it would be dangerous to Queens­
land and to the whole of the wheatgrowing 
interests in the Commom,-ealth. It. will 
not be possible to maintain an average price 
thrm.whout the Commonwealth unless all the 
State; are prepared to honour their o.blig:"­
tions. Queensland cannot hope to mamtam 
her organisation except as part of a Com­
monwealth scheme. 

Another matter in which I am interested 
is the organisC~.tion of the sale of milk. In 
mv elcdorate there are a number of people 
who are seriously affected by the haphazard 
way in which milk is sold in the city. of 
Brisbane. PNhans we can take an object 
lesson from what ~has been clone in England 
during the la.st few years. Some farmers 
have a serious objection to any form of 
control. \Ve all fee: that it would be much 
better to allow the individual to market his 
product as he thinks fit if it did not affect the 
we'fare of the inclustrv. Even old conservative 
England has learned· a. lesson in the last few 
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vears and I am greatly interesttld in the 
Work' of Major El:iott, Minister for Agri­
culture in Great Britain. In his endeavour 
to control milk supplies in England he has 
made it pos8ible for people who in the past 
were unable to secure milk now to get 
adequate supplies. His scheme provides for 
a pool to control both manufactured and 
liquid milk, and vendors of liquid milk ·who 
sell at higher prices have to pool their 
profits with the manufacturers of butter and 
cheese. The scheme has provided a more even 
supply amongst the consumers, resulting in 
an increased consumption of milk in Great 
Britain by something like 20,000,000 gallons 
per annum. 

I should like to refer to the question of 
horse breeding. As the President of the 
Clydesdale Hol'se Society in Queensland, I 
am naturally interested in horse breeding, 
which, like other businesses, has its ups and 
downs. There was never a time when the 
Government should exercise greater control 
over the breeding of better stock than ut 
present. During the last Parliament the 
Government nassed the Stallions Rcgistm" 
tion Amendt"nent Aci.. largely on the 
rBcommendation o{ the society that I 
represent. The },et. is practically useless 
as it lS administered to-dav. 0-.,.n;ers 
who are prepared to submit tliei:r stallions 
for examination have to pay licensing fees 
to permit them to carry on, wh?reas owners 
of con-demned horses are not hable to pay 
any fees, but are still carr.ying on also. 

The SECHETARY "FOR AamccrLTURE: Vl e are 
tightening np the Act this year, and I do 
not think there will be any further com­
plaints in that direction. 

Mr. MULLEH,: I hope that is so, becau~e 
it is a very serious matter to stock breeders, 
I£ the Act is not tightened up we might ail 
well drop the idea altogether. It is dis­
couraging when one can see practically •wery 
second person in the country leading a 
nondescript stallion. If the Act were 
amended as I suggest it would have the 
effect of improving the st.andard of our 
horses. I SUi;'t;2<'t fnr t.he Minister's serious 
consideration that instead of appointing 
various boards through the State ho should 
have a body of capable men appointed to 
do the whole inspections. 

The SEO.RETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That w·as 
tried on a former occasion and failed 
entirely. 

Mr. MUI,LER: 1 feel sure that if the 
right men were appointed there would not 
bo any serious difficulty. 1 have no one in 
mind, but I think that competent men could 
be selected. I have no brief for any indi­
vidual in this matter. The position as I 
see it is that one Bet 0f men do cue 
district ·accor-ding to ta- certain st<tndard, 
and another set do another distri0t accord­
ing to another standard. I have seen 
&cores of horses registered that should 
nevc;- have been given a. :second t.houg-ht. If 
we are to hav8 uniformity we shall have to 
have ono responsible body of men. Three or 
four would b8 sufficient to do the job. The 
present system of control is objectionable to 
a number of men. The society that 1 repre· 
sent has considered the matter very car~> 
fully for a number of yGars, and it is of 
the opinion that something should be done. 
There are a number of people who are not 
competent to judge for themselves, and are 
prepared to rely on the opinion of some 

other person. TJnless tho department takes 
a greater interest in this matter there is the 
danger that the standard of the horse ·will 
depreciate very considerably. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order-1 'I'he hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders, 

Mr. T .. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [2.13 
p.m.] : I speak on this vote with a. great 
amount o£ pleasure, because I recognire 
as most hon. members do, that the progress 
and history of Queensland is ·wrapped up 
in the grGat improYemont that has taken 
plaoe in our primary industries. 'l'ho vote 
shows a slight increase, ·which is quite 
justified in view of the increased work that. 
i~ to be donB by the dcpurtmout. ;.:Jo doubt. 
the Minister would like the vote increased 
hy £100,{}00, w that he CDuld put thH 
additional money to further go;:;d purpo~cs. 

I eongratulate the Minister on his zeal, 
energy :and enthusiasm. Tb.t is undoubted 
.and undisputed. Many of his officers, 
who are known personally to me, makn 
a wonderful .band of workers. 'l'hev ha'dJ 
the interests of the -department aii.d the 
people at heart aL all times. I do not 
-wish to indiYidualise, but I have in mind 
Mr. Graham, the Under Secretary and 
Dired{)f of :i\Iarketing; :l\ify, \-Vihon. th:: 
A~sistant Under Secretary; lvlr GibJoil, dw 
Director of Agriculture; J\h. l.lec1s, the 
Director of Dair:ying; Mr. \Voll,:;, the D:rcc:Lcr 
of Cott-on Culture; Mr. Coleman, Mr. Short. 
and others. A meed of praise is also due 
to the field offiet>rs, wmprising the dairy 
inspectors, the stock inspectors, the fruit 
inspeckrs. and the mr:n int,Prested in the 
cotton, ·wheat, tobacco. and other indu~tries. 
They are all d('JServillg of praise not only 
from myself, but also from hon. members 
gener:ally, Thev are all doing faithful work 
in their respecdve spheres. 1 and other hon. 
members representing primary producing 
areas fr-equently come in contact with them, 
a.nd we ha Ye an opportunity to observe their 
·work. \V-e are very proud of the good 
work they aro doing right away from the 
dincct. supervision of the Minister and the 
dcoartmelJbl he<!.ds. Tlw.v stan-d up to t.ht,_'r 
job, :and they arc a credit. to the depart· 
ment. in every respect.. 

Ono matter that did concern me-I brought 
it under the notice of the Minister rece.ntly­
;-vas tbe limited mileage that. the dairy 
mspect.ors were allowed to charge. I£ tho 
inspectors arc to -do their work thoroughly 
it is necessarv !:hat thev should travel long 
distances, r.nd if they al:o to bo subject to a 
maximum and minimum mileage. they ca.nnot 
do their \.York thoroughlv. The inspecto' 
in rny electorate travelled 500 miles in 
one month, which is considerably greater 
than the mi!Gage allowed him under the 
regulations. As a result of a conversation 
that I had with the Minister, the maximum 
mileage in that electornte was considerably 
increased, and the dairymen-and incident­
aily the inspector-arc grateful for the con. 
cession. They cannot carry out their duties 
in a proper manner if they are restricted 
to a limited mileage a month. Another 
innovation is the instruction to inspectors 
to visit the factories a.t certain periods to 
a"-cortain the names of farmers who are 
sending in supplies that are not flrst grade. 

I wish to make rofel'enoe to the prevalence 
of tuberculosis in caUl<:>. It i:;: 11. mat.ter of 
mch importance tbat. hon, members should 

Mr. T. L. Williams. i 
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-devote some t-ime to it when discussing this 
vote. I read an article some time .a.go, in 
which it vms stated that it wa.s generally 
recognised that as long as there >vas tuber­
culosis in our cattle, or if there were one 
tubercular <mimal in a herd, there the 
da.ngcr of the dis-ease spreading to n:st 
o( the herd. The ~\:Iininer recogni:<es th;tt 
danger, omd if a sy-~tem were in operation 
to apply a tuberculin ~est to animals up to 
".ix months old, with i mmodiate stops taken 
to dispose of affecled beasts, it is pos.sibJe 
that these m_cthods would result in a modifica­
tion of the di5ettse or its complete er&~dim­
tion. I mn glad the department is .Jolog 
its utmost. to grapple \Vith the probkm. 
Perhaps it nw.y ho possible t.o institute tL 

compensation fund, as has been done in other 
part" 0f the world, to compensate ow1;ers 
whose animcds aro destroyed by direction of 
tho denartmont. In New SoLlth Wtdcs u. 
fund w-as e;;t:.n,blishod under t.he Swine Com" 
pensation Act, and -it now has a credit 
balanc{) of £13,28'7. A sum of £131,000 htts 
bc;en paid by way of compensation to ownot·s 
whosfl otr<imttls won~ found to he infected 
•vith s>vine fever. There is another aspect 
of the n1at-lor that I dn not wish to de.'ll 
with now, rJ\ving tn the limited time a.t my 
disposaL Probably a State-wide campaign 
fot carrvinl! out extensive tests would be 
successful i2~~ reducing the disease to a mini­
mum. Dairymen gt'norally would welcome a 
compensation fund on an improved .s~bsidi.sod 
basis,. b_ecausc many of them I?ay b_Ig pr;ces 
for their stud st0ck and rccmvc bJg pnces 
for their progeny, and it is Hlry distressing 
to have them slaughtered with0ut compcnsa" 
tion. A COlK·o1·tc.d effort will ha.ve to be 
made to dMl with the matter sooner or 
later. Victoria has a similar cornpensatio11 
funJ in operation. The following rcwspapcr 
report o[ a statement rnadc by t.he s~crcnrv 
for Agriculture indicntcs the amount of 
research >'i"Otk that 1s going on : -~~ 

"The Ministmo for Agricultun 
expressed his gn"tifi.cation at. the -reported 
intention of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment to increase the vot.o to tl1e Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Hesearch 
from £30,000 to £130.000. This, 
said Mr. Bulcnck, would remove 
many of the disabilities under which 
the councl1 was labouri !"'Q", In the 
past it had been <::ornpelled fo refuse to 
engage in certain research avenues. 
owing tn the sea.rcit.v of funds. altho1.1gh 
many probll'ms, such <>,s soil drift. ·were 
cryir.g out for investigation 

"Presumably, private cnteqll:ise would 
continue to make contr :but ions to the 
couneil, as did the Statu GovenJmPnt. 
The Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research now had an npportunity o[ 
becoming one of the world's lat·ge~t 
scientific- organisatim:s.'' 

The ir:creased research work w:Jl te-nd to 
bring about an improvement in primn.ry 
production. parhcul;1rly in t!H· da1rying 
indmtrv. VIherc the outnut nf h•~Ucr a:1d 
cheese \vill not only be i[nproved in qu~.h.v 
bc>t also in quantit.v. As the llon. mcmb::>r 
fm· Fassifern -pointed out. tl-11l Jairyin2' indu:\­
try has become more oflicion daring recC'nt 
years. 

In order to indio.te to hen. memb~n t.hu 
nature of the incTeasc in the d:1iry:ng- lnrlus. 
tTy, it is only ncce~SRr.\'_ to n~er to_ a 
ment issued by the Port Curtls Dany 
~lation, showing tbe pro~rrtNl o[ that as'ocia.-

[Mr. T. L. Williams. 

tion from 1006 to 1935. The G.gurcs are as 
follows:~ 

Year. Average Number 
of :::lup1)iiers. 

1906 
1918 
1928 
1935 

32 
323 

1,401 
2,957 

Ul. 
lfi,8;)4 

1,4:5:!./G-± 
7,518,P:!5 

2~>,249,f),l\) 

Butter 
Manu· 

fncturod. 

Lb. 
8,0:38 

720,808 
3,fi()9,{l47 

12,47'7,701 

The greater the amount o£ research the 
groater the increase in tlrst grade cream 
and butt.er. The Minister has been most 
sympathetic whenever I have brought the,:e 
matters under notice, but I impress upon 
him the need for the Railway Department "to 
provide special trucks fnr the conveyance of 
cream alone. Frequently one ob.sen-es an 
empty or full pig or fowl cmte in a cream 
truck, and at othnr times a bag of nniom 
or potatoes in an overripe condiLion being 
returned by a storekeeper. That is wrong. 
The cream cannot be received in good con­
dition at the factory when transported in 
such trucks. I have already brought the 
matter under the notice of the Minister, and 
I have had the comforting assurance that 
the practice would be stopped on every 
possible oc-casion. 

At their annual conference, held at Dalby 
in June of the current year, the Western 
Downs Local Prnducers' Association passed 
the foUowing msolution:-

" That the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock, which is deeply concerned 
with t-he question of aiming at the 
highest quality of cream supplied by 
dairymen, confer with the Railway 
Department on the matter of preserving 
the quality_ of cream carried 'by it to the 
factories, n. being a well-known fact that 
cream left at the railway siding in per­
fect condition has, through a faulty 
system of conveyance, greatly deterinr­
ated in quality before reaching the 
factory." 

I know the Minister received that resnlu· 
tion, and has already given it due considera­
tion. He is anxious to do his best in that 
connection because he recngnises that it is 
necessary that the product. must reach t.he 
factory in good condition if a first-grade 
p-roduct is to be placed on the market. It is 
pleasing to note that regulations l~avn 
recently been issued providing for three 
grades fnr cTeam. 'I'his .report appeared in 
the "Queensland Producer," of 24th July, 
1935 ,,_ 

" Regulations under the Dairy Produce 
Acts have been amended to pTovide that 
there shall be three grades of cream, 
designated 'Chnice Grade,' ' .First 
Grade,' and 'Second Grade,' respec­
tively. 

" Cream which is affected by putro­
factive decompo;:;ition or is considered by 
the owner of a factory tn be unfit for the 
food of man, shall not be designated by 
grade bnt shall be rejected." 

\Ve welcome the regulation, and I arn quite 
sure that. the factories have been looking for 
a lead in that direction.· During the last 
seS-Sion, and the session before, I referred at 
some length to the manufanture of margarine 
and its serious effect on the- dairying indus­
try. I desire to quote t.he remarks of Mr. 
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Cheers, Manager of the Kingaroy branch 
of the Maryborough Co-operative Dairy 
Association. He is also President of the 
Queensland Butter and Cheese Factory 
Managers and Secretaries' Association. At 
a recent conference in Brisbane he paid:-

" It had been stated that more than 
19,000,000 pound of margarine was sold 
in Australia every year. That meant 
that the butter industry suffered a finan­
cial loss of considerably more than 
£1,000,090 annually. Margarine compe­
trtwn wrth butter should be the subject 
of inyestigation. The industry could not 
functwn successfully and continue to play 
its important part in the development 
of this country if competition, chiefly 
from black labour in the South Sea 
~sland plantations, were allowed to creep 
m. an.d take what those engaged in the 
da1rymg mdustrv were justly entitled 
to." ~ · 

There are other considerations to be taken 
into. account. The ea ttle industry has to be 
consr.dere.d, and perhaps the margarine com­
pet!bon 1s not so serious as we imagine. I 
believe Mr. Cheers was referring to the 
matter generally. 

In the " Queensland Producer " of the 
24th July, 1935 we read that steps are 
gradually being' taken overseas to combat 
the margarme menace. It says-

" The oft-repeated claim for relief 
voiced by Danish farmers during the 
last few years has now resulted in pro­
posals, submitted bv the Danish Govern­
ment, of which the principal one is an 
alleviation of the ground rent (through 
drrect State subsidy), whilst it is also 
proposed 111 future to use butter instBad 
of margarine in the various State institu­
tions, which is calculated to result in 
an augmented home consumption of 300 
to 400 tons per week." 

The article states further on that the s,ales 
of margarine in the United States have 
dropped considerablv and that the Act wa" 
recently tightened tlp in Victoria. 

As many people in my electorate depend 
on the succBss of the cotton industry, I a.m 
pleased to know that the Minister has seen 
!Jt to appoint an additional cotton inspector 
111 Mr. Clarkson, a Bachelor of Science, 
a Queenslander, a University graduate and 
a .student of the Agricultural Collegd and 
H1gh School at Gatton. I have felt for 
some time that an additional man would 
be very helpful to this industry. Another 
pleasing foatum is that the ::Yiinister, his 
departmental officers, and the cotton growers 
rnct in confcl'cnce some time ago to review 
the Cotton Board boundaries. with the 
resH!t that it is likelv that the boundaries 
will be more acceptable to all concerned 111 

the future. 
The Government's continued a.ssistance to 

cotton growers in the Upper BurnPtt. Callido, 
Dawson, and other cotton growing areas 
of the State is very pleasing to hon. 
members rcpresentin~ the districts concernPd 
as there will be .a ~onsiderable increase ~i~ 
the amount of cotton grown this year, as 
a re,ult of that assistance. I have been 
informed by Mr. Wells, that up to 25th 
October last, sufficient seed has been for­
warded to growers-working it out on a 
basis of 15 to 20 lb. of cotton seed per 
acre-to plant something like 60,000 acres­
an increase of about 12,000 acres on last 

year's figures. Advances made by the 
Department of Labour and Industry to 
necessitous fa,rmers in the Upper Burnett 
and Callide Valley areas for planting cotton 
have been of the greate,t assistance to the 
industry. It is interesting to note that 
the advances were:-

1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 

£ 
28,855 
16,505 
15,000 

These increases in the Queensland cotton 
returns over a number of years make inter­
esting comparisons-

1922 
1925 
1934 

lb. 
3,878,673 

18,296,507 
26,861,635 

£ 
88,466 

338,187 
481,699 

The cotton industry may yet become one 
of the great primary industries of the State. 
"\Ve learn from Mr. \Vebster that the new 
varieties are very satisfactory. I wish to 
pay a tribute to Mr. WebstBr for the interest 
he has shown in the industry, and to com­
pliment him on his management of the 
Cotton Board. 

A week or two ago the hon. member for 
M urrumba, referred to the spread of the 
fruit fly and other orchard pests. He 
pointed ·out the .danger to the fruit industry 
of allowing the city man to grow fruit 
trees in his back-yard. These back-yard 
orchards are the breeding grounds for many 
orchard pec-ts, and I am sure that any 
r·egulations brought to boar on the people 
concerned will not be regarded as an inter­
ference with citizens' rights and privileges. 

I congratulate the Minister upon selecting 
Mr. Somervillc, the entomologist in charge 
of the Nambour branch, to go overseas for 
the purpose of enriching his knowledge of a 
better plant disease control. Mr. Somerville 
has been on an orchard in the Gayndah dis~ 
trict in which I am interested. He is a most 
capable officer, and I think that the right 
choice was made. 

In conclusion, I wish briefly to refer to the 
Fertilisers Bill which was recently passed 
through this Parliament. It is an excellent 
measure, and I think hon. members generally 
agree tliat it was long overdue. I was not 
here during the .debate, but I read " Han­
sard." and I found that the hon. member 
for Dalby suggested that something might 
be done to establish a factory in our own 
State for the manufacture of artificial 
manures. The hon. member for Murrumba 
said that a reduction in tbe cost of produc~ 
tion was one of the main problems of to-day, 
and that the use of fertiliser would assist 
to bring a, greater return. That is a very 
wise statement from a man personaH:y 
interested in land matters, and it is worthy 
of some note. I notice also that the hon. 
member for Isis said--

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member will not be in order in dealing with 
that matter on this vote. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: I was just 
referring to a measure that will be a benefit 
to the man on the land. The hon. member 
for Isis suggested that some arrangement 
should be made for fertilisers to be carried 
eh ea per by rail so that fruitgrowers, cane­
growers, dairy farmers, and farmers 

Mr. T. L. Williams.] 
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generally could reap some benefit. I con­
gratulate the Minister again on his energy 
and his work during the past year, and I 
congratulate his officers and everyone con­
nected with the development of the great 
primary producing industries of our State 
upon their fine work. 

Mr. CLAYTON (TVide Bay) [2.38 p.m.]: 
Bemg a prnnary producer and representing 
a lar~;e country constituency, I should like 
to discuss this vote. The Minister is 
administering the Acts passed by this and 
previous Governments in a very able manner, 
~nd showmg a great amount of energy. It 
IS clear, also, that he desires his officers to 
be energ_etic. They are doing excellent work 
m the mtorosts of the primary producers. 
Queensland is a primary producing State, 
and It IS no wonder that the Estimates of the 
Department of. Agriculture are taken very 
senously, especwlly by hon. members inter­
ested in primary production. Science has 
played a great part in primary production 
:n recent years. Although wo are apply­
mg smence to these industries, it is the 
work of the farmer and his family to a 
large extent that has brought about the suc­
cess we now enjoy. We have to depend on 
climatic conditions, but I think the hard 
work of the farmer a':d his family is respon­
sible for any success m pnmary production. 

The hon. member for Port Curtis dealt 
with diseases in stock, especially with that 
dreaded disease, tuberculosis. I do not think 
that the people in Queensland or in J .. us­
tralia realise the seriousness of the disease 
which, unfortunately, is extending in th~ 
dairying districts. The. Minister is doing 
good wor~ m . appomtmg veterinary sur­
geons to mvestigate thoroughly the health 
of the cattle providing milk and butter for 
human consumption. Anybody who has 
had an opportunity of inspecting a beast 
suffermg from tuberculosis will agree that 
it is time something was done to stamp out 
the dis'.'asc, .especially if he believes that pos­
Sibly his chrldren have been reared on milk 
obtained from such cows. Many dairy herds 
are affected, and the percentage of losses 
has been rather high, but the question of 
compensation is a matter for the Minister to 
consider. I am inclined to the opinion that 
when the producer considers the matter fie 
will be satisfied to have diseased beasts culled 
from his herd. Every animal that reacts to the 
test must be isolated and destroyed. I 
yvould welcome _the destruction of any boast 
m my herd whiCh reacted to the tuberculin 
test. I would destroy that animal without 
compensation, but the burden will be a 
heavy one on some dairymen. At the 
present time a great number of tubercular 
pigs are destroyed. As the pig probably 
consumes m1lk from a diseased cow it is 
more susceptible to the disease th~n the 
human being. The disease can be readily 
detected in the pig at the bacon factories. 
The hon. member for Cooroora told me of 
certain tests made with a number of pigs 
fed on milk from tubercular cows and others 
fed with milk from healthy cows. He 
informed me that even after the bacon had 
been cured one could readily select the 
animals that had been fed on the milk of 
the diseased cows, and that the germs could 
be seen under the microscope. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Were 
those pigs killed with the full knowledge 
that the bacon would go into human con­
sumption? 

[.Mr. T. L. 1Villiams. 

Mr. GLA YTON: The pigs wore killed and 
cured for experimental purposes only. 
Dairy farmers who supply pigs in large 
numbers to the bacon factories are reaping­
a benefit from the existing legislation. I 
trust t.hat the people generally will take a 
keener interest in this dreaded disease than 
they have in the past. It is appalling to 
think that some of our public institutions 
may purcha'e milk from herds in which this 
disease is manife!it. 

The :Minister recently dealt with the ques­
tion of stock foods. Unfortunately, I was 
absent when the Bill was discussed. It is 
on~y right that the dairyman should be 
protected in this respect and that he shou7d 
have an opportunity to ascertain the con­
stituents of the various stock foods now on 
the markets. I understand that the ingre­
dients arc clearly printed on the labels 
of the various stock foods, thereb,,· enabling 
farmers to select stock foods suitable for 
use in the districts in which the cattle are 
dcpasturcd. In some cases stock licks are 
not required, but when cattle are dcpasturing 
in districts where the soil is deficient a 
lick coMaining lime is Yery herH'ficial. It 
assists to build up more robust herds by 
doYoloping bone. I am pleased to know the 
matter is being given consideration. 

The matter of carrying out experiments in 
pastoral i1nprovement was encouraged, not 
only by the ex-Secretary for Ag-riculture, the 
hon. member for Cooroora. but also by the 
present Minister, and excellent results were 
obtained. If the dairymen are educated in 
pasture improYement, the production per 
cow will increase. I urge the :Minister to 
ginJ consideration to that aspect of the 
matter. A great deal could be done to 
improve the carrying capacity of the various 
holdings. During the wet SL'<"l',Oil the cattle 
tramp the surface of the soil on the river 
flats, and it bccoines very hard, resulting in 
a reduced carrying capacity, whereas ]f the 
surface is worked the carrying capacity is 
incrcasc'd. If land that has been ploughed 
is allo"·ed to fallow, great work c:tn be done 
bv the use of renovator harrows in 
b;·raking up the surface, thereby consening 
n1oisture and allowing the grass roots to 
penetrate, thus increasing the carr~,~ing 
capacity. Farmers should subdivide their 
properties. If this practice were follmvod 
and the paddocks were used in rotation, the 
production per cow would increase. 

The matter of over-stocking is ono that 
should receive serious cousidcration. If 
manv of the farmers in the coastal districts 
were" content to run, say, thirty cows, instead 
of forty, they would receive a better return, 
and when a dry spell eventuated they would 
not lose so many cattle owing to lack of 
feed. 

I should like the department to take a 
more activo interest in the matter of fodder 
conservation. Unfortunately. the dairymen 
are not sufficiently seized with the necessity 
of conserving fodder. This could be done 
by making ensilage or by making hay. If 
the department encouraged the farmers to 
carry out this work, it would bo to the 
interests of the industrv and State as a 
whole. ' 

Some time ago. when the Forestry Sub· 
Departn1ent vvas laying do-wn experiment 
plots adjacent to the railway lino between 
Maryborough and Howard. the Minister, at 
my suggestion, allowed his officials to lay 
down some grasses to ascertain those that 
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would grow best in the poorer soils. \Yill 
the :Minister inform the Committee what has 
been accomplished in that connection. and 
whether any beneficial results h,nc accrued., 

The hon. member for Murruml)a stated­
there is much in his contention-that mat 
grass or carpet grass is becoming a menace 
to tlw dairying industry. In my own holding 
and in other parts on the Mary River mat 
grass is extending very rapidly, although 
I personally have not found it to be the 
menace that the hon. member for Murrumba 
said it was in his district. The matter will 
have to be very carefully watched. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTcRE: There 
is always that danger with imported grass. 

Mr. CLAYTO~: There is always that 
danger and probably scientif1c methods will 
have to be adopt0d to eradicate the grass. 
It cannot be considered quite as serious as 
the khaki weed, because on the Darling 
Downs and in the \Vide Bay districts I 
understand that there is very .. little of this 
weed which grew so luxuriantly a few ye,ars 
ago. 

The Minister dealt with the question of 
tobacco, and I quite agree with him that 
the ty]Jc of soil has a great deal to do 
with the texture of the leaf. I am very 
doubtful that we shall have success in grow­
ing tobacco in our coastal districts. The 
hon. gentleman is aware that extensive 
experiments were carried out at Beerburrum. 
Private individuals in other parts of the 
coastal districts have also experimented 
without success. I understand that it is 
now the intention of the department to 
proceed with experiments further inland. 
and there is the possibility that experimental 
crops will be grown in the Burnett district. 
I trust that the efforts will meet with 
success. 

We all agree that smokers have to acquire 
a taste for Quoensland-grown tobacco. I 
would prefer to purchase tobacco grown in 
this State, but I have not yet developed a 
taste for it. I am not going to cease smok­
ing vvhile I can pro~,-'uro an in1ported tobaeco 
acceptable to my palate, even if it has to 
come from America. The Minister al,,o 
told us that much Queensland leaf was 
being mixed with imported American leaf, 
and no ,doubt this is done. bec<1use the 
Queensland leaf is cheaper, but ono would 
naturally expect the price of the blended 
tob:tcco to bo reduced in price. There 
should be an intermediate price; the prices 
for tobacco at the present are too high. 

\Yill the Minister favour the Committee 
with some informatinn regarding the train­
ing farm fn-r boy·• nt St. Lucia? \Ve hnvC' 
not got the departmental report, and hon. 
members arc not in a position to know the 
exact state of affairs at St. Lucia, The 
Auditor-General's report states that the gross 
expenditure on the farm for 1934-35 was 
£2.134 7s. 9d. Will the C\iinister inform 
the Committee whether he considers the 
venture has been a success? I trust that 
good results have accrued, because it is 
essential that we should endeavour to induce 
our bo,vs to work on the land. I stated in 
this Chamber recently that it is almost 
impossil)le to indnce the city youth to leave 
the city and take work on farms in the 
various parts of the State. In many 
instances the farmers are compelled to work 
their wives and children from daylight to 
dark beca,LJse they cannot obtain labour. 

I trust that something will be done to give 
them relief. If the Minister eDcouraged 
boys to attend St. Lucia to be trained in 
agricultural pursuits, he would be doing 
a service to the State. I am sure that those 
boys, after having been on the land for a 
short space of time, would desire to remain 
there instead of returning to the city. 

I also wish to refer to the matter of herd 
testing. Herd testing is being carried out 
1·ery extensively in the Southern States by 
the Ilia warra Herd Society and the J erse,v 
Herd Society with considerable benefit to 
the farmers. I trust that the Minister will 
increase his herd testing activities in tbe 
very near future. If the primary producer 
is given the services of Government herd 
testers he will be able to cull his own herd 
and retain the cows that are giving the best 
return. 

The hon. member for Cook referred to the 
production of maize I anticipate that the 
crop this season will be enormous, and I 
hope that the Minister or some co-operative 
company will be able to engage in the 
manufacture of by-products in Queensland 
maize instead of allowing the work of rnanu­
factnre to go to the Southern States. 

The CH_\IRMA)J : Order ! The hon. 
member ,has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the standing orders. 

Mr. FOLEY (Normanby) [3.4 p.m.]: I 
cannot allow this vote to go through without 
joining with other hon. members in recorclin'l' 
a word of praise for the wonderful work per­
formed by the field officers, in particular. 
Although the field officer is sometimes looked 
upon by the heads of the department as the 
message boy, he really does the spade work 
of the Department. He should receive 
every encouragement and assistance from 
the departmental heads who have not to 
endure the hardship, and difficulties of the 
country. The Held officers have to listen to 
complaints from _individual farmers, and try 
to impart practJCal knowledge to them so 
that they may keep in touch with what the 
department is doing for them. I am not in 
any way depreciating the value of the work 
performed by departmental heads. There is 
no doubt that the experts do wonderful 
work of a scientific and practical nature on 
the various experimental farms and plots, 
but notwithstanding the hundreds of 
thousands of J?Ounds that have been spent by 
th1s and prev1ous GoYornments upon investi­
gation work with a view to improving pro­
duc:tion, it seems to be extremely difficult 
to 1mput knowledge to the average farmer. 

I have discnssed these matters with the 
experts of Hw department. They hrtve 
cndeayonr0d to {)rganise dcrnonstrat'ions in 
[Clrming districts to shcnv tlw farmers whnt 
can be done with ch('ap ensilage pits. r_rh12y 
h<JYC~ gone to n1ueh expense in provjcling 
t.in1bt~r and labour. and in n1anv cases only 
three or fonr fanners in a big ~1istrict h[tVn 
come to the dcrnonstratlon. The officer:;; 
are discoumgecl b,v the lack of interect 
on the part of the farmers. Old prc­
juJiees still prevail, but I think that the 
good work of the oflicc·n is not brought 
before the farmer as it might be. If 
advanced n1Pthods were adopted b.v ·; ho 
farmers it would be to their advantn[!P, 
\!though the department is cone<·ntrating on 

sc!entific in1provemtnts and \York of 11n 
experimental nature, there is sonwthing lack­
ing in the organisation required to hri~Cg 
the results under the notice of the farmers. 

Mr. Foley.] 
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They are not induced to adopt methods 
that are proved to be practicable. There 
seems to be sDme lag in that respect, and I 
suggest tD the Minister that special considera­
tion be gi \"Oil to the matter. Take, for 
instance, the good work of the wool section; 
it is hardly ever mentioned. There arc som0 
very capable officers in that .,octim1. The 
farmers can have their wool scientificallv 
graded at a v'•r; lDw cost and p1aced on th;:, 
first floor in the wool-sale room and thus 
obtain a better price than other.;,ise. Com­
paratively few farmers send their wool to 
the department. They prefer the old method 
of sending it through an agent who just 
dumps it Dn the lower floor ;f the ~ale 
st:re which the buyers very seldom visit, 
w1th the result that it brings the lowest 
price. There is quite a g·ood deal to be done 
in publicity work. I think that if the ootdvan­
tages of modern methods W<'re demonstrated 
to thP farmer, he would soon brook away 
from the agent who has dDnc his work for 
years. The same applies to the work Dn the 
experiment farms. Although I have visited 
the Biloela district, which is portion of the 
Normanby electorate, quite a number of 
times, I hav<' only once been able to visit 
the experiment farm; but the explanations 
of the rnan in charge convinced rne that 
considerable work was being done in cDtton 
culture and with grass experimentations, 
which the average farmer never sees at all, 
although he may live next door to the farm. 
Apparently there is something lackinv when 
this good work cannot be brought under the 
nDtice of the farm<ws. I have a suggestion 
to make to the Minister. I have had the 
pleasure of seeing one or two very fine 
pictures demonstrating the work of the 
Department of Agriculture and other depart­
ments. The methods adopted are forcibly 
brought home to every perSDn who ctudi es 
thDse pictures. I suggest that if the '\Iinister 
devoted some attention to adopting the film 
as a publicity agent, the cost-even thouvlt 
it may be several hundroJ pounds--will be 
amply justified bv the knowledge that will 
be disseminated. " The hon. gentleman can 
arrange for the display of films in farmino­
districts describing the experiments carric~l 
on in farming. The farmers and their 
fan1ilies who congregate in the larger centres 
at the week-end for recreation purposes 
would receive a splendid education. Th" 
radio has also been used for this purpose. 
I have hoard various departmental 0f!icers, 
including: the editor of tho " Agricultural 
Journal," discoursing over the air, hut I 
doubt whether th0sc means arc as effective as 
some think. The film method convoying 
ideas by pictures to those directlv intorr"·,ted 
will bring home to the farmer· the advan­
tages of adopting up-to-date and scientific 
methods in place 0f the old ideas. Much can 
bl' done in that connection. 

There is also room for investigation into 
the methods of farming that are practised. 
As I mentioned on another vote the indi­
vidualistic bystem of farming operates in 
Queensland. We are passing through a 
period of low prices which has served to 
em.r;ha~ise that many farms are over­
capitalised and are unable to produce pri­
mary commodities at a profit with the exist­
ing price levels. They are unable to meet 
their obligations to the Agricultural Bank 
the Department Df Public Lands and othe~· 
?reditors. We must study what 'is going on 
m other parts of the world under a different 
•ystem of farming altogether. I have read 

[Mr. Folev. 

quite a lot of what is being accomplished 
in Russia. Many splendid articles on this 
subject appear in the various magazines. 
(Opposition interjections.) There is no 
reason why hon. members opposite should 
sneer when Russia is mentioned. \Ye might 
learn sornething from Russia. 

The SECRETARY l'OR AGRICULTURE : The 
biggest experiments in farming in the world 
are being carried out there. (Opposition 
interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order J 

i\lr. FOLEY: More scientific farming 
experiments arc being pra~ti~od in Hu~~c.;i a 
than in any capitalistic country. I do not 
sa.y ,,-e shoLlld adopt the Ru~-siau sy.st('ln, Lut 
if it is ct'U'-' that production has treblnd in 
Hu:3si<J a"' a ~·t'~ult of coll('ctive farn1lng·, WL 

rnust ackno,Ylodgc the achio\·cnH'nt. I dc1 Uh~ 
if we can sav that of the individualistic farm­
ing system~ in this country. ~The grc.'ltPr 
use of rnachinerv is also a factor tD he 
considered. It is. an irupo~,sibility to · xpect 
n1achinery to be applied to a gr;~at extent 
in Australia because of the indiYiduali"ic 
n10tho~l of farrning. Irnlncc1latdy t.lw fa1 Iller 
purchases a, tractor or other agriculturul 
rnachinery he over-capitalises his busines:-5 
because his area is too small. It would be 
advisable for the officers of the department 
to study more modern and scientific methods. 
If necessarY send them to Russia to ascer­
tain wheth"er any information and advan­
tages to Australia can be gained. No matter 
what the country is, or what the social system 
may be, if we can learn anything from their 
methods or gain anything by applying them 
in this country we should do so. The hon. 
member for Port Curtis very aptly explained 
what is being done in the field of cotton 
culture. Credit is due to the officers in 
charge of that section, as well as the Cotton 
Board, for the efficiency of the organisation. 

One bugbear that worries the farmers in 
the Biloela and Burnett districts is the 
question of the reduction in the cottDn 
bounties that were brought about by the 
Financial Emergency Act. At the present 
time the price obtained for cotton is very 
low. Last season it realisGd an average of 
3.2 pence per lb., which is, a very poor 
return. One has only to consider the arrears 
of rent to the Lands department, the arrears 
of interest and redemption to the Agricul­
ture Department owing by the cotton 
farmers to realise that although they are 
producing cotton and increasing their 
acreage, it is nDt profitaqle for them. The 
i\1inister should pros, on e,·ory poss:blt• 
occasion for a restoration of the reduction 
that was brought about by the Financial 
Emergency Act. Restorations have been 
made to other sectiDns of the community­
to the salaried officers and others-by the 
Commonwealth Government. but the cotton 
growers merit some assistance from that 
Government too, particularly in view of the 
fact they are producing a product that is 
not a payable one. 

I commend my suggestions to the Minister 
and sincerely hope that some good will 
result. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [3.22 p.m.]: The 
industries associated with this department 
are the foundatiDn of our economic structure; 
consequently the department plays a.n 
important part in the lives of the people, 
and the Minister and his officers have very 
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important duties to discharge. I recognise 
that there are manv difl1culties associated 
with rural industries, but the department 
is deYoting much time and attention to the 
development of scientific methods in farm­
ing and grazing pursuits. 

An examination of the Estimates for the 
various departments discloses the fact that 
the senior ofl1cers of the department have 
not been considered to the same extent as 
officers occupying high positions in other 
departments. The Assistant Under-Secret,ary 
is a very able officer, and I see no reason 
why he should not be granted a. rise of 
£40 in common with other Assistant Under­
Secretaries. 

?.fr. G.u ': If that provision were made 
you would oppose it. 

Mr. BRAND : I would not. 
the rights of public servants. 
public right to champion the 
ofl1cers in any department. 

I stand for 
I have a 
cause of 

Mr. GAJR: You arc a critic of the public 
SEnrice. 

?.Ir. BRA:i\iD: I have never criticised 
salaries to the detriment of the public 
serYants. Doe·· the hon. member stand 
for t!)-c granting of an increase to an 
ofliccr iH 0111... deparbnent and not to 
an officer occupying a similar position in 
another department? I hope the Minister 
will see tha.t responsible officers in his 
department participat0 in increases to the 
same extent as officers in other departments. 

It would be idle to say that the people 
who are engaged in agriculture and stock 
pursuits in the State are in a sound position. 
It would. be equally idle to say that the 
department and its ofl1cers have solved tho 
many problems associated with those indus­
tries. Their solution is a work that lies 
ahead of the department and the producers. 
The difficulties of production are still with 
them. I wish to pay a tribute to the men 
in the rural industries of Queensland who 
have clone so much for the State. The 
people should be grateful to them for their 
assistance in increasing the production of 
the State. FarmPrs and graziers are fightinO' 
a valiant battle to maintain their economi~ 
E·tatus. They are making use of cvcrv moans 
that science ran provide. Our rura'i indus­
tries are of great importance. The principal 
agricuctural industry is the sugar industry, 
which extends throughout the coastal areas 
of the State. Its big-gest problem is over­
production, which the industry is much 
concPrnecl a bont. \Vo cannot pay too great 
a tribute to the men in the National 
Parliament of Australia, who have recog­
nised the difliculticc of the industry, and 
have endeavoured to overcome them bv 
a.n agreement providing for a stabilised 
price, thereby enabling it to carrv on. The 
Commonwealth Government made· a splendid 
gesture when thev gave an assurance 
eighteen months prior to the oxpira.tion of 
the sugar agreement that the agreement 
would be renewed for a further period of 
five yea.rs, thus ensuring a stabilised price 
until 1941. I was surprised to read in the 
Press the other day that the sugar growers 
were anxious that the Premier should pro­
ceed to London to represent the industry 
at the International Sugar Conference that 
is to take place next year. It was known 
throughout the sugar producing countries 
of the world, especially those interested in 
the Chadbume plan which had for its object 

the restriction of production that a. request 
was made to the British Government to con­
vene a conference representative of all sugar 
countries to discuss the position that would 
arise on the expiration of the Chadburne 
plan. That meant that Australia woulcl 
J,eed to have a representative at tho con­
ference. The object of the conference is to 
endeavour to stabilise sugar prices, but it 
is a ma.tter of much concern to tho people 
of this State. So far as I have been a.ble 
to discover, nobody has up to the present 
invited anybody in Australia to send a dele­
gate to attend the conference. A public 
announcement at the present time woucd be 
premature. It would indicate that the sugar 
producers of Queensland are precipitate in 
their actions. We know that they are not. 
I know that up to the present the suga.r 
industry in Queensland has made no sug­
gestion that a delegate should be sent to 
the international conference in London. It 
is manners to wait until one is asked. The 
people in the industry will do the correct 
thing. They will wait until they are con­
sulted regarding a. delegate to represent 
them in London. Notwithstanding the 
notice in the Press that a section of the 
sugar growers have requested the Premier 
to represent them in London, I know they 
have not yet been consulted about a de~e­
gate nor have they asked for certain things. 
I am not endeavouring to infer that the 
Premier is not competent to represent them. 

The sugar growers are not unmindful of 
the fact that the Federal Government are 
working very hard in the interests of the 
industry. They have no desire to tell the 
Prime Minister and his Government who shall 
represent the Commonwealth Government at 
the London conference. The Mackay cane 
growers have taken certain action, but that 
does not bind the whole of the cane grower-; 
of Queensland. I um only say that I believe 
that the whole of the sugar growers will pay 
a tribute to the Minister for Trade and Cus­
toms, the hon. Mr. White, for continually 
championing their cause against the peopltl 
in the South who are protesting against the 
continuation of the sugar agreement and its 
ratification by the Federal Government. 

Mr. JF9SOX: Do you not give some credit 
to the Premier of Queensland ? 

}Ir. BRAXD: I do. as far as he is con­
cerned with the administration of the indus­
try in this State, but I believe that the 
Federal Government will appoint a man to 
represent the industrv in London who will 
see that the sugar p1:oducers of Queensland 
receive a fair deal. Press reports have 
already indicated that it is not likely that 
the Premier will represent the Common­
wealth Government, and that Mr. A. R. 
Townsend is more likely to be chosen. How­
ever, I wish to protest against the premature 
announcement, particularly when the Corn· 
monwealth Government are protecting the 
sugar industry in every way. 

It is quite possible that after the inter­
national conference of sugar interests in 
London, a conference will take place of 
representatives of the sugar interests of the 
British Empire, and that many matters of 
vital concern to the sugar industry in thio 
country will be discussed. It must be remem­
bered that the Ottawa Agreement, which 
gave protection to the sugar industry 
throughout the British Empire, gave a pre­
ference of £3 15s. per ton on sugar exported 
to Britain, and that preference is to continue 
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until 1937. In other words it will apply 
tu the 1936 harvest of this country. The 
British GoYernment also gave an assur­
ance to the Dominions that no alteration 
would be made without first giving eighteen 
months' notice to the Dominions. So far as 
I can ascertain, that notice has not yet been 
given. I believe that the representatives of 
Australia at the London conference will 
watch our interests, and will secure treat­
ment equal to that extended by the present 
Prime Minister of Great Britain at Ottawa, 
because .Mr. Baldwin has indicated in his 
policy speech that trade between the 
Dominions and the mother land should be 
maintained and developed. 

Mention has been made of the administra· 
tion of the department by the hon. member 
for CoOl'OOl'a, as Secretary for Agriculture 
in tllf' Moorc Gm·ornment. It has been stated 
that the peak-year plan should have been 
instituted for the year 1928, instead of the 
vear 1929. The hon. member for l\iirani 
inade reference to the matter, but he knows 
that the then Minister, the hon. member for 
Cooroora, gaye the sugar industr:; all that 
it asked on that occasion. In adopting the 
year 1929 as the peak year he was carrying 
out the wishes of the industrv. That was 
decided on by the sugar representatives in 
conference. 

Mr. WALSH: They did not. 
Mr. BRAKD: The hon. member should 

know that at the last Queensland Cane­
growers' Conference he raised the matter, 
and only three delegates supported him, 
whereas thirty delegates contended that 1929 
should be the peak year. The chairman of 
the conference intimated that he had no 
doubt that at that particular time it was 
decided to recommend the year 1929 to the 
then Secretary for Agriculture. 

Mr. WALSH: By the sugar interec,ts; not b0 
the sugar growers. 

Mr. BRAJ'\D: I can only repeat what 
was stated. The hon. member for Mirani 
heard the arguments-he knows the rc,ult, 
and he knows what the chairman of the 
conference told him. I was pleased to hem· 
from the Minister of the formation of an 
advieory committee in connection with sugar 
experiment stations. He may be able to 
tell me the recommendations of the advisorv 
committee to him regarding the salaries o'f 
two of the senior officers flonnected with 
that department. They are advising the 
Minister i'n many matters affecting the 
sugar industry. 

1h. Ju,sox: Mr. Chairman, I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Isis in order in discussing the sugar industry 
at this stage? 

The CHAIRMAN: So frtr the hon. 
member has been perfectly in order. If 
he gets out of order I sha.!l advise him of it. 

Mr. BRAKD: I was particularly careful 
not to incur your displeasure, Mr. Hanson. 
I know that if I got on to '"' certain phase· 
of the matter that you would soon pull 
me up. However, I should like the Minister 
to reply to my question. I take this oppor­
tunity of expressing the appreciatio.n of a 
number of growers of the action of the 
Minister in creating a district executive 'in 
the Is is area. I ha Ye been elected the first 
chairman of that executive, which is doing 
some excellent work. The members appre­
ciate the good work of the Minister in 
their interests, and they wish me to express 
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their apprcciatim1 on the floor of this 
Chamber. 

Speaking in regard to the wheat industry, 
it seems a great pity that the whole of th.e 
western areas should be without an experi­
ment station. Wha.tever may be sai.d as to 
their value, we must realise that experiment 
stations are essential in certain areas. We 
must have one to deal with the products 
grown in the tropics. Good work has been 
done at Roma in connection with wheatgrow­
ing, and I should like to know from the 
Minister whether his officers recommended 
that the station be cloeed. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE: The 
ma.n who was principally concerned was 
Mr. Soutter. Recognising that he was only 
getting about one effective year in three 
he made the suggestion to me . that t.ho 
sta>ion be closed, and that we retam twenty 
acres for experimental work. That was 
done. 

Mr. BRAKD: When I was on the Ro:na 
experiment farm I ~houE?ht. it was domg 
a great work. I thmk 1t 1s necessary to 
have that station in the west where so 
much land could come under closer settle­
ment for agricultural purposes. When the 
Labom Government purchased Mt. Aqund­
anco station a few years ago at a heavy 
price, and cut it up for closer settlement, 
thev inserted a. clause i.n the lease to the 
effect that the grower should grow wheat 
on one quartRr of the area. To-day we J!nd 
it is necossnrv to close down a stahon 
almost adjoining il ! I understand that 
the restriction on those growers has been 
removed. and they ca.n produce whatever 
tbev desue. It should have been done long 
a.go. I regret that it is ne;:essary ~o close 
an;- experiment station, partJCularly m th:ese 
·davs "·hen they should assist in developmg 
oul· prirna.ry industries. 

The SECRETARY FOR AamceLTrllE: Do you 
remember voting for the dosure of the Home 
Hill sugar experiment station, thr· only 
irrigation experiment station m North 
Queensland? 

Mr. BRAND: I do remember voting for 
the closure of that station for the simple 
reason that other sugttr experi1nent stations 
existed in closo proxirnity, and it. was recog~ 
niscd that those stations were domg greater 
w~rk than that accomplished at Home Hill. 
The Minister has not endeavoured to 
re-establish it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt'LTrnE: Y ou1· 
Government sold it. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman has 
taken no steps to re-establish it. It IS an 
eas·c matter to purchase another . one 1f. he 
desires. \Ye haye experiment statwns nght 
along the seaboard, but not ono i_n O';ll' 

western areas. An experiment statwn m 
the \Yest could demonstrate the possibilities 
of embarking on industries in that climate. 

The Minister referred to the cotton indus­
trv which is a very important one. It is 
a1i' industry for which there is an assured 
market, although the pnce for the • com­
moditv is not what we should hke. Never­
theless there is a big market for cotton both 
in Great Britain and Japan. The Mm1ster 
should give careful consideration to. the 
development of this industry along natw':'al 
lines, and endeavour to obtain greater ass!s~­
ance from the Federal Government than IS 

obtained to-day. The Moore Government 
rendered the best service to the industry by 
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guaranteeing a price for cotton. It is to 
be regrptted that the policy was not con­
tinued. The J'vloore Government assi>ted tho 
indu:3try to dcYc1op by incurring an cxrcndi­
ture of £30,000 to pay part of the guaranteed 
price. The industry has not recei vcc.l the 
same treatment from the Federal Govern­
ment. It is capable of settling thousands of 
people on the land and giving employment 
to many thousands of workers. It is one 
that offers the department groat oppor­
tunities, and rs one worthy of the best 
efforts of the Government and Parliament. 
The Commonwealth and State Governments 
should adopt a common policy for its 
advancement and protection, particu:arly by 
granting a bonus. This policy would result 
in a much greater production of cotton. 
The price for cotton is not sufficiently attrac­
tive to enable the industry to be developed 
on a large scale. The area under cotton 
this year has increased by 20 per cent. That 
is evidence of what can be done in this groat 
industry if both the Federal and State 
Governments will assist to -do.-elop it in a 
proper way. 

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa) [3.46 p.m.]: I 
take thi,; opportunity of complimenting the 
Mimstcr and his staff on the verv able 
manner in which they have carried "on the 
work of this important department. I was 
pleased to hear the remarks of the Minister 
concerning .Mr. Soutter. Living at Roma, 
as I do, I ha.-e been in close contact with 
that gentleman evc>r since he was appointed 
manager of the farm. I have had many 
opportunities of meeting him not only as an 
oflicer of the department but also as a 
priYato citizen. ~1y rernclrk;; and the rCJnarks 
of the Minister would be endorsed by m·ery 
resident of the Maranoa district who have 
had the pleasure of meeting him. Several 
hon. members have alluded to the closure of 
the Roma State Farm. It was in existence 
for about twenty-one years, and during the 
whole time lVIr. Souttcr was its manager. 
He has carried out many important oluties, 
and h>ts evolved manv different breeds of 
wheat. ' 

The 1\iinister stated that 20 acres of the 
area are still available for experimental pur­
poses. \Yht•n it was learned that the farm 
was to be closed the chamber of commerce 
at Roma called a meeting, and a deputation 
consisting of the Hon. J. M. HuntN, one 
time member for Maranoa in this Parlia­
ment, Mr. Bottomloy, Pre<ident of the Royal 
National Association, Brisbane, and Mr. 
E. A. Thomas, Chairman of the State vv'heat 
Board, was appointed to wait on the Minis­
ter. I introduced the deputation, and the 
Minister suggested that the best procedure 
first of all would be to give an explanation 
as to the reasons that actuated him in 
closing the farm. The fact that no member 
of the deputation raised any further objec­
tion to the closing of the farm at Roma and 
that no report was made by the deputation 
to the body that appointed it indicates that 
the explanation by the Minister was entirely 
satisfactory. As the Minister has stated, the 
decision to close the farm met with the 
approval of Mr. Soutter. I have been more 
closely associated with the State Experi­
ment Farm at Roma than hon. members 
opposite, and I am therefore more qualified 
to speak on the matter. I was concerned 
about Mr. Soutter's position, but I am very 
pleased to say that he has been appointed 
as a wheat breeder and that his services will 

be retained bv the department. In his new 
position he will be able to do more effective 
work in the inter('sts 0f wheat gT<HVIng 
than it was poesible for him to do in his 
former position as manager of the farm. 
The hon. member for Dalby said it would 
be advisable to con.-ert it into a demonstra­
tion farm. I consider the area would be 
too small for that purpose, and I do not 
agree with the suggestion. Although the 
instructor of agriculture at Homa will not 
carrv out all the duties performed by Mr. 
Soutter nevertheless he will be of great 
assistan'ce to the people connected with agri­
culture and stock matters in the Maranoa 
district. 

Although the State farm has been abol­
ished the loss will not be as great as hon. 
members have endeavoured to make out. 
Once an old established institution, such ag 
a State farm, is abolished, naturally there 
is a feeling in the locality that its abolition 
will be a great loss to the community. I am 
quite sure that the action of the Govern­
ment in transferring Mr. Soutter to another 
sphere will be appreciated in the future, and 
that the great service' he rendered to tnP­
State in the past will be continued. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) [3.56 p.m.]: I 
was pleased to hear the Minister admit that 
all wealth comes from the soil. I hearti1y 
agree with him. Every argument put for· 
ward on behalf of the producer confirms the 
fact, particularly in Queensland, and the 
logical conclusion is that the Department of 
Agriculture is the most important. There 
arc a large number of people engaged in 
agriculture who must look to the department 
for assistance from time to time. I know 
the departmental officers, and I have a great 
regard for them. E.-cry hon. member 
who has spoken on this vote congratulated 
the 'Minister and his officers, but I do not 
think there was any occasion to repeat the 
eulogies. I do not think they care very 
much whether they are congratulated or not. 
I have a groat admiration for the energy 
and enthusiasm of the ~linistcr, bt'CrlLhC' it is 
only by the possession of those attribute• 
that he can hope to cope with the many 
problems of agriculture, and thus bring about 
a better understanding that will make for 
increased production. The hon. member for 
Wide Bay spoke about tuberculosis in cattle. 
Listening to the speech of the hon. member 
one would gain the impression that the herds 
were so affected that they were a grave 
clangor to the human race. As a matter of 
fact, the incidence of tuberculosis in the 
cattle of Queensland is no worse to-day than 
it was in years gone by, and it is no worse 
in Queensland than in the other States. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : How do you know 
that ? 

Mr. PLUNKETT: I know it from the 
inspectors of stock. It is quite easy to give 
the public the impression that they may 
get the disease by eating part of a dis­
eased animal. Science has determined that 
one in every ten pigs will show signs of 
tuberculosis after being fed with the milk 
obtained from a tubercular cow, whereas 
only one in every 4,400 persons ha vo been 
known to get tuberculosis from the milk of 
a diseased cow. If tuberculosis was spread 
by the milk of a cow suffering from tuber­
culosis to the degree that some people 
imagine I am sure many of us would not be 
alive to-day. I agree that every effort 
should be made to stamp out this disease, or 
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mitigate it as far as possible, and it is inter­
esting to note that it is claimed that a dis­
covery has been made, and that in a few 
years we shall have a cure for tuberculosis 
in cattle, \Y c are very interested in the dis­
covery. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE : I will 
give some information about that presently. 

At 3.59 p.m., 
::Wr. O'KEEFE (CIIirn,,\, one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: It must be apparent 
to everyone that the present high charges 
make it irnpoo,;ible for the small grower to 
import stud ~attle. I understaud that the 
shipping companies and the Commonwealth 
and State Gorernments are no\v c0n3idcrjng 
the question of reducing freight on stud 
cattl<'. Just how far they have gone. I do 
not know, but I know that it costs £197 to 
land a horse at the nearest port in Auotralia 
after purchasing it in England. The cost of 
importing a bull is £104, and for two sheep 
£60. Thc>oe charges are too high for the 
ordinary man to pay, and the Government 
would be well advised to co-operate with the 
shipping people and the Commonwealth 
Government with a view to make imnorta­
tious from ov<•rseas possible. Anvon~ who 
has been to the Smithfield market must 
admit that Argentine beef stands above 
that exported from other countries. EYen 
Scotch beef hos to take second place. 
,,.,.hen "\VC consider the question as to l1ow 
.. :\rgcntina has proved go efficient in 1ncat 
production compared with other countries 
in th~~ \Yorld, we rcaliEe that it is bccalJ<' 
they purchased stud stock from England 
over many years, coupled with the fact that 
alfalfa grass grows wild in the Argentina. 
thus m a king it possible to dcp csture stock 
very chPaplv. \Ye cannot possiblv c~mpcto 
vvith Argcntina-our co~ts of productior~ arc 
too high--but we can improye the h:·ccd of 
cattle. It will be rwces',ary to import cattle 
bcfDre we can do that, and ;vo mmt keep 
on irnporting thern if we a re to corr11), te 
with other countrie-s on the world's market. 

I was intere'ited in the l\!Iinister's l'{1 rnarks 
as to whethC'r pork should be sea lded or 
singed. I had on onportunity nf seeing- the 
process adopted in Denmark, ·whPre tlw pigs 
were not only scalded but "·ere also put 
throug-h a dPhairing- rnachinc and a P.iJ~gc­
ing retort. I think that nwthod is now 
arkpt"rl aiJ ov<'l' the world. After singeing, 
the skin on the bacon-aHer it had· been 
cured-doe: not get as hard as it othen,-;s~ 
•Noulcl. ,,~hc•n di:;:rus.-;ing thi-. que -tio~l with 
a large distribntor of Au"i1Ta1ian, Kcw Zea­
land. <: nd Dar:.ish pork, he (·xpn ,,,;,;cd thP 
0pinion that Austraha woulcl ncYer clo rrs 
1\C!l /1'3 tht~ otlH!r countries U'llil she ado:rt" 
tho singeing process. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGRrn:Ln:m:: The 
abattoirs are installing a singt>ing plant. 

Mr. PLGNKETT: I am sure that it will 
new· th1.t :lYfl'. Sunners has bren OYPrSf:as. 
'I'hcre is no doubt that ;ye arc snbjcct to a 
lot of competition from other countriec who 
spPcialisc in these matters, and I urge ihe 
Minister to send important ofricers of his 
department oYerseas to sec whfl.t can bo 
done. It is only bv having first-hand infor­
rnation of \Vhat is happening in other coun~ 
tries that we can hope to become efli<'ient. 
The lllinistcr is to be commond<ed upon 
sending his officers oversea~ to acquire infor-
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mation that will be of value to Qtleensland 
and Australia. The 11olicy is a very wise one. 

The Danie,h people have denloped a pig 
that is really· out~tanding, and the prices 
they secure for bacon in the world's markets 
are alwaYs higher than th.oso seeured. hv 
other countries. The bacon 1s of ~ven thiCk­
ness the lwms are better than English or 
Polish hams and the side< are longer. 
Anyone cornp'aring the bacon ::,ide;: with o~rs 
would immediately <>ondude th"t the Damsh 
bacon was the best in the world. as is recog­
nised by tlH' prices it brings. The Ministo1· 
mentioned how the large wlllte p1g had 
developed in Australia. That i" true, .and 
it will develop more. At the same tn~e, 
it is not up to tho standard of the Danrsh 
pig. The Danish pig has a greater length, 
greater depth, and greater breaclt~ of back, 
and it has the ham of a Bcrksh1re. It 1s 
impossible to get a pig from Denmark. The 
Government will not allow them to be 
shipped out of the country as they claim 
they are something out of the ordinary. 
They have developed their own dairy cow, 
and though not impossible, it is very difficult 
to get a ,dairy beast away from tp:re. We 
cannot compare our dairying cond1hons here 
with conditions in other parts of the world. 
I have come to the conclusion that onr 
dairy cattle in Queensland are 11ot as bad 
as many people make them _?Ut to be. They 
arc not so well fed. We should first 
endeavour to improve the quantity and 
quality of our butter by attention. to our 
pastures. If our cows were fed hke the 
cows in countries overseas, our production 
per cow would be doubled. Our c.tttle 
verv often ha ,-e to sent eh for thcmsel_vc> 
and~ during \Vinter n1ond13 or dronghts 1t ~s 
in1p0'3slblc to obtain rnilk frmn thern. It 1s 

surprising that •ve get as muri: from them 
as we do. C\icw Zca.Iand enJoys a very 
high return brcausc thP cow;;; g<•i llliJrP ·~~o 
eat. Ne"', 7:caland has d"v<>loped its 
pastures more than any plaf'e I kno,v. ~e 
talk about fodder conservation, but . m 
New Zealand !<l'Owers have made grazmg 
pastures available the _,-hole year ronnel. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICGLTCRE: They 
haYe the rainfall to make it possible. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: That is the . point. 
In Denrnark and in northern h('mlspherc 
couutries the rainfall is n1orf' rr_,ulnr, and 
they kno" before they plant _jllst how much 
they will need to grow to tide tlwm over 
with their cattle. Here we haY0 w dc:d >nth 
climatic condition~ that no one ( a~1 forcca;;;t 
\Yith accuracv and lt is i1npcs"iblc fo ~B to 
make the sR~e provisjon for catt L' Hl a 
drought period as they. do ill othe1~ r);rt~_ ~~ 
the world. J\[oreoycr. 111 a lrugc :":it:t~_,c dl'-t 

this thrre arc all kind~ 0£ pa'-lnrc:- and 
different methods of handling 'to-c·k .. \Y c are 
told "Tr"t vour herds and f'Ycr:vthlng· \Yill 
be ~ll right," but that is only Jl}ll't of the 
trouble. It is a yery importanl Utctor, but 
before herd testing can be wortl1. ;dnle the 
cattle must br> properly foe!. Tc'st•nr 'l_ here! 
that is not looked after in thrtt '''" ~~ not 
of much value. 'Ve realise, with the \fiJll<tcr. 
that this improvement canne>t be h: Ol•g-ht 
about in one, two. or three years. 

It is unfortunate that a lot of people 
endeavour to blame the department and 
everyone connected with it for not obtaining 
a greater percentage of butter fat per cow, 
without first giving consideration to the con­
ditions under which it is produced. The hon. 



Supply. [31 OCTOBER.] Supply. 

member for Norrnanby ;;aid. "You must 
tell the farmers." That i;; ']Uii ~ all rig·ht. 
We can tell them, but telling thorn is one 
thing and making them do it is another. 
vVe must recognise it is impossible for the 
producers to accept the adYice of every 
person that come, along, whethee he be a 
departmental officer or otherwise. Our 
farmers have from time to timo been advised 
in so many different ways that they demand 
an ocular demonstration of the efficiencv 
of the new method. It is an easy maltnr t;, 
say how a task should be done, but it is 
another to show how it can be done. We 
should not be disappointed of the producers 
do not follow all the advice that is tendered. 

Tho top dressing of padures is most 
important, and the department might make 
a spPcial effort in that direction. I know 
what has been done up to the present, but 
if the clovers that are growing Qo luxuri­
antly this season in many districts could Le 
grown over the dairying aro:>s, we would just 
about double our production. At this period 
of the year it is absolutely essential that we 
should haYc clovers. but we must have top 
dressing end manure to grow it. 

nnc hon. member said w<' lagged behind 
:'<cw Zealand in lamb production. The lamb 
export trade has not developed to the same 
extent in Australia. Australia is a wonder­
ful wool growing country, and the people 
confine their attention to the breeding of a 
'heep that will give the best wool return, 
and h<tve not specialised in tho production 
of fat lambs as the producers in ::\' cw Zealand 
have done. v\'e could compete successfully 
in the fat lamb export trade if we specialised 
in the growing of lambs. We can look to 
Argentina for advice in the production of 
beef. and to New Zealand for adYic,c in the 
production of lambs. To attain tbo promin­
ence that those countries have attained -in 
this connection we must specialise as they 
have done. The same remarks apply to the 
pork export trade. 

1 am concerned with the way in which 
carpet grass is spreading in the south-eastern 
portion of this State. I do not know how 
the Minister can deal with it. Carpet grass 
is clin1inating pa~pa1um grass jn the South 
Coast district. Anybody who kno\\,; how 
11aspalum wrcads over scrub lands will 
be astounded to hear that in the course of 
a fevv years caq1ct grass can subdue it. It 
i!" an irrnnense danger to our pastures, and it 
will be necc,sary to call science to our aid to 
eradicate it. 

The department is doing- its job very well. 
I am not disappointed with its progress. and 
I will not be dis;,ppointed if it does not 
accomplish all we desire in one or two years. 
It must be on the qui vive all the time to 
keep abreast with the new scientific methods. 
There is one important matter I wish to 
mention. The Minister holds firm to the 
belief that science will soh-e all our prob­
lPrns. I differ from hirn. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCULTcHE : You 
never hoard me say that. 

Mr. PLUl'i"KETT: I have. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: :\'o you 
haven't. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: That is just whore I 
differ from the Minister. The Minister is of 
the opinion that veterinary surgeons and other 
scientific men will solve all our problems. 
I have no objection to him engaging veter­
inary surgeons, but there is one way he 
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can help the dairying industry, and that is 
by the appointment of some officer who will 
assist to standardise our butter. Irmncdiatelv 
a butter factory is in difficulty an office"r 
should be made available. The 2\linister is 
now getting some revenue from the dairy 
farmers through the butter factories, and 
some 0£ the money should be used to enable 
the producers to get some return through 
their factories. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRTCeLTlJRE: I am 
making provision for a special Yote in that 
connection this year. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: I am glad to hear the 
lVlinister say so. \Ve are increasing our 
exports of butter and other primar:,- produc­
tion. vVhilo we produce choice bu1ter that 
is appreciated on the world's markets, there 
is too rnuch lo-wer grade bntt.rr, v;,rith 
the re,.u]t that the sale of one article 
interferes with the sale of the other. We 
have not c'xported this year more than 
48 per cent. of choice butter, notwith­
standing the fact that new factories have, 
opened, and the managers are doing their 
best. \Ve want some outside expert to 
show them why they are unable to produce a 
larger quantity of first grade butter. It is 
no use blaming the farmer for the poor 
quality of sc:ne of the butter and cheese. 
vVhen I was in London I had an oppor­
tunity of seeing this produce, and I saw quite 
a lot of the butter that had been exported. 
The manufacturing part of the business is 
not as ellicient as it should be. Any action 
taken by the Minister that would result in 
an improYemcnt in the quality of butter 
would be worth while. and it should be 
possible to increase the qmtntity from 49 
per cent. to at least 86 per cent. 

J\Ir. MOORE (A ubigny) [4.20 p.m."l: There 
are one or two poinh I desire to ref£'r to on 
this vote. T regret that mcmb1'J'S have not 
had the advantag-e of having- the report of 
the dt>pnrtrnent before thcec F>timatPs came 
up for discussion. The Minister did explain 
that the litcrar0- man of his depattment was 
engaged with the sugar technologists, ~ncl 
that, therefore. the report V\ as delayed Other 
departments do not ha Ye I iter a r:v men corn· 
piling their reports. ::\Tembor~ are not c{)n­
ccrned with the literary quality of thee 
report; all we want are the facts to he 
stated as concis0ly as possible. 

The SF:rRF:'rmv FOH AnRrcr'LTntE : The 
report has been in th0 hands of the Govern­
ment Printer for nearly a fortnight. 

J\1r. J\fOORE : Tho Minister 'cmcd to 
think it was noce""''Y that vye should have 
a report of a hig-h literary quality. c'IJl we 
dC'sire is to knov" 1vhat is happcH1ng· in th0 
department. The facts may be sot dmvn 
cruclelv but concis0ly. Th<' le then' rs to 
read ~nd the more' fact,; tlw better. 'vVo 
ha \"8 110 de cire for a groat de a] of padding 
to be put into the report. It is an ctdwrn· 
tage to have a report in which the activities 
of the rlcparirn('li.t arc ;:{'t out a, C"ECI~~l;l 
as possible, in ordm· that they may he rPach]Y 
assirnilated. The department is carrying out 
a g-rPat arnount of work. and the TTIC\rn con­
cisely its activitio~ an."' statr'd in the report 
the more likelv it is to be read and the more, 
YU lue it will be. 

It was highly amusing to hear the Minister 
talking- about the generosity of the Govern­
ment and saying, "\Ye do not charge therr; 
for it." As a matter of fact, the farmer$ 
are paying for it all. First of all. by the 

Mr. Moore.] 
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payrrwm of the bull tax, out of which the 
herd-te.·ting expenses are po.id. During the 
last th reo years the ~Iin istcr cotlcctr•d 
£10,217 3s. 7d., and expended £8.510 13s. 
lld .. and therP is a credit Lalancc in the 
trust fund of £1,706 9s. Sd. 

A11other itern I have been look"ng for in 
the Auditor-General's rcpmt that I cannot 
find, nor can I find it any,Yhcrc {•lso, is 
what rnoney the T\Iini3ter collcch in the way 
of ordina-rY royenue fro1n butter a11rl chPc JO 
factoric.s that pay so much for every 100 lb. 
('f butter ond 100 lb. of chPr·••c CYcrv half­
year. In the revenue co1utnn an an10Uilt. of 
P 34.000 odd appears as receipts from the 
deparimr_'nt, vdwrPas the other dPpartlnents 
give the details of v;hat the receipts arc for.· 

A fairlv ;.;nhstantial stun rnu~t ln• deriYod 
fron1 t11c ievics on butter nnd cheese factor]eR. 
I presume that it is utili-Nl to meet th" 
expenditure incurred in connection 'vith tho 
:nspcction of cheese and butter factories. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It does 
Il0t COYl'l' it. 

:).1r. MOORE: The salaries and truyel!ing 
expenses of herd testers arc put down in the 
report, and they are more than covered so 
far. The Minister made a statement to 
demonstrate how efficient herd testinp; had 
been, and said that produdion had incrr>ased 
from £10 l6s. to £14 14s. per head. That 
is all llOllSE'll~O. 

The SEC'RET.mY FOR AGRKUL'rliRE: "as 
quoting a specific ease. 

Mr. MOO RE: A. sp<1cific case; but it does 
not apply as a general thing. 

The SEcRETARY FOR AGltrCTiLTl:RE : ReYert­
ing to '''hat you were sa:ving a rnorncni J_go, 
the excess of cxpenditum oYer receipts. undr•r 
the Dairy Produce Act in thos8 particular 
acti,·itics, was £1C,028. 

2\lr. :\lOOHE : The hon. p;Pntlcman has got 
down herd tester, second herd t('ster, and 
assistant, and then traYclling expcn\;''S, etc. 

I do not ktiow what else. There mav be 
correlatjng reports in the office. Th3t 1:) 
put doTn in the Auditor-General's report 
and in his own report. Tltero are otlwr 
arnouuts of monev collected from the butter 
and cheese factor"i0;. An amount of £5,500 
must have been collected by way of leYies 
from the butter fa-ctories. How much has 
been collected from the cheese factories I 
do not know. That monov comes out of 
the dairying industry. It "is money taken 
from the industry, and no doubt partly 
returned by way of salaries to the inspectors. 
Although I do agree to a point with what 
is being done I believe that it is not 
altogether the factories that we have to 
contend with. I am not a great believer 
in pasicnri::-:ation or neutralisation to cun; 
defects that can be 'noidod. The first 
point is to obtain the primary product a' 
dean and as pure as po~oible at its source. 
A groat deal of the trouble arises from 
the fact that all suppli<'S arc not clean 
vt the ·r sOUlTC. Tlu~ distancP- between the 
~onrce of supply and the factory i~ so great 
lll some parts that it is almost impossible 
to deliYcr the cream in its purest state. 
This can be well understood in a State 
the size of Queemland. Sometimes two 
or three clays must elapse between the 
separation of the cream and its cloliverv 
to the factory. There are all kinds of 
matters that enter into the question of the 
·quality of the cream delivered. For instance, 

[Mr. lVIoore. 

qnite by accident it 'Yas discovered that 
cows that had been fed on Johnson grass 
produced milk from which it was almost 
impossible to make cheese-the curd was 
soft and g-reasy. 'The inspectors from the 
department could not say what was wrong. 
The only thing that was discovered was 
that immediately the cows were fed on 
Johnson grass tho trouble commcnc:t!d at 
the cheese factory. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICl:LTl:RE : 'There 
is another indication of the danger of 
importing graf:ses. 

Mr. MOORE: It may be that Johnson 
grass ·does not have the same effect in North 
Queensland. I do not know whether that 
is so or not, l;mt certainly it had that effect 
at some places on the Darling Downs. 
J ohnson grass makes excellent feed for 
keeping cows in good condition, but it has 
some action on the milk that affects the 
making of cheese. ::'< o analysis of the milk 
has disclosed the trouble. If this happens 
with one particular feed it probably happens 
with some other classes as well. I was very 
pleased to read in the report the following 
~Yith regard to the Meat Industry Board-

" In continuation of its policy of 
.assisting in the rehabilitation of the 
livestock industry, the Board feels that 
following its expenditure on research 
in connection \Vith the preservation of 
be0f for long pe1·iods. its next step 
should be directed tow·ards assisting 
the 11roduction of the type of ani.rnal 
which will give the desired finished 
carcass. 

" To that end the Board has gladly 
associated itself with the Department 
of Agriculture and Stock in a plan of 
inaugurating special techuical and 
instructional work for the benefit of 
cattle aud lamb production. Included 
within the scope of the wmk that the 
department propos<'s to nndel'takc·, in 
associa.tion ,vith the Committee specially 
appointed to co-operate with it, are the 
questjons of diseases in anitnnb, r;a~tt;rn 
in1lll'OYement, correct use of anin1al 
foods, dishibution of seeds, grasses and 
edible sbrubs, thp eradiC'at!on of nu-i-on­
ous plants, l1Dd also wch other matters 
as will he decided upon from time to 
time bv the aclvisorv committee. Obvi­
oudv anv work i.n -such directions will 
not" ':::.ccul~c results 1ndes" C'arried on 
,.,ithont interruption for several years. 
The Board has. therefore. undertaken 
to support the department's plan for 
a period of UYf' years, and believes that 
in so doing it will be· assisting in a 
sen·ico "·hich will be of inestimable 
value to the State as a whole." 

I qaite agre<' with that. Thot was one of 
the objects for which the board was formed. 

The SEcryUARY FOR AGRWl:LTURE: I forgive 
you for establishing the abattoir. 

?.1r. :).100RE: There is no question of for­
giveness. 'fhe abattoir has been a financial 
success, and it is also a great advantag:e 
to the State. The Meat Industry Board Is 
not solelv occupied '"ith the slaughtm'ing 
of animals. It is alw occupied with investi­
gations regarding chilling of beef and the 
production of the right type of beef or lam_b 
suitable for the export market. It IS 

pleasing to note that it is undertaking the 
work that it is taking its duty seriously 
and co-operating with the department. If 
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we are to have a continuous supply of chilled 
beef it is absolutelv essential that wo greatly 
improve the breed of stock and method of 
fattcning. 

One disappointing feature of the agricul­
tural position of the State is shown in the 
report by the Auditor-General on the Wheat 
Board. It is appalling that out of the total 
deliveries of wheat to the 1933-34 Wheat 
Pool of 3,950,129 bushels, the weight loss was 
132.993 bushels, and that while the wheat 
was sold to the milling companies for 3s. 2d. 
a bushel, milling wheat at 2s. 3d., seed 
wheat at 4s. 4d., feed wheat and wheat­
meal at 2s. 5d., it was sold o.-crseas at only 
1s. 7d. a busheL The report sa:; o that tho 
weight loss on intake is the largest recorded, 
and that the highest previous loss was 
129,074 bushels in the 1927-23 pooL The 
weight loss in the 1927-28 pool was brought 
about. by faulty construction of dumps 
allowmg the water to get in. 

\Ve find that the 'Wheat Board took excep­
tion to an endeavour by the department to 
"ako it up to what was happening. In the 
" Courier-Ma_il " of 12th May, 1934, the 
followmg article was published:-

" PrNPRICI<S nY ::VlrKISTER. 
" Trhcat Board Attack on ,}fr. Bulcock. 

" Chairman Annoyed. 
"Toowoomba, 11th J\1ay. 

" Complaining of ' perpetual pin­
pricks by the Minister for Agriculture 
(Mr. Buccock,' Mr. J. J. Booth declared 
at a meeting of the \Vhoat Board to-day 
that growers would rejoice in defeat of 
the Minister. 

"The chairman (Mr. E. T. Thomas) 
said that with Mr. Booth and the secre­
tary (Mr. J. A. Watson) he attended the 
conference with the High Commissioner 
(1fr. Bruce), who had put quite a dif­
ferent complexion on the matter of 
restrictions, and had i1npressed eyeryone 
present with his arguments. The board 
would continue to endeavour to manage 
the growers' business as it thought it 
should be managed. 

" 'Ever since this board has been 
elected we have been subjected to per­
petual pin-pricks by the Minister for 
Agriculture,' said .Mr. Booth. ' I-Ie has 
repeatedly interfered with our business, 
aud on one men1orable occasion he 
actually swung the axe O\'Cr our heads, 
and said that if we did not meet the 
millers he would put into effect the 
recommendations of the con1n1issioner. 
JYir. Bulcock has retired from the scene 
now, and I expect that a more peaceful 
atmosphere will prevail. The growers 
will rejoicF-in fact, all the people of 
Queensland will rejoice with us-that 
we nipped in the bud the first adcmpt 
to introduce .slavery into Queensland 
smco the days of the knnakas." 

It is a terrible state of affairs that wheat 
should be going overseas at 1s. 7d. per 
~mshel and, at the same time. we arc import­
!ng wheat from Now South \Vales and pay­
mg 2s. 10d. and 3s. 2d. It is also appaliing 
to think that the weight loss on one crop 
is 132,000 bushels. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: You will 
probably sec further pin-pricks by the Secre­
tary for Agriculture in the near future, 
because I cannot allow that article to go 
without taking some action. 

Mr. MOO RE: The Minister has now 
altered the system of election, and the 
board, instead of being e:cctod on lho basis 
of districts, is elected by a Yoto practically 
over the whole of Queensland. \Yhon the 
election was conducted in districts unsatis­
factory conditions could be dealt with more 
easily. No one can suggest that n weight 
loss such as 132,993 bushels is satiofactory, 
and that it is proper to be exporting and 
importing at the same time, when we do 
not grow enough for oursclve~! Those 
figures, as shovvn by the Auditor-General's 
report, aro iutercsting to mo bcca.usc during 
the 1932 election on the Dar:ing Downs the 
great whe:tt ramp was the main subject of 
propaganda. The appalling conditions of 
the farmers under the agreement that was 
then in operation, whereby they received a 
higher price for wheat than any other farmer 
in the world was quoted by the Labour 
Party against us. The farmers were receiv­
ing 3s. 10d. per bushel-an extraordinary 
price during the period of depression. Yet 
the Government tried to make them believe­
for political purposes-that they had been 
robbed. Some of the farmers were foolish 
enough to believe that, but most of them 
admit now they never had as good a deal 
as they had then. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: It w,•s all 
right as long as the sugar ernbargo ]asted. 

Mr. MOORE: The Minister knows that 
was not the only factor. A great deal of it 
was carried out by agreement. The millers 
in the South were prepared to agree not to 
inYadc this State until we have got rid of 
our crop. It was done by conciliation, and 
that is one pf the principles of the party 
opposite'. 

The SECRETAilY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: You 
must have been a better conciliator than I 
was. I could not get th0m to do it. 

Mr. MOORE: I think thov were a bit 
annoyed with the propag<lllda t1wt the ~Iinis­
tcr used to secure tho return of hi~ Govprn­
ment. The Southern interests said " If 
that is the way we are going to be t~eated 
after giYing concessions. we will see that it 
does not ha 11pen again." 

The SECRETAilY FOR AGRICl:LTrRE : They 
told mo ·you only asked for it for a year­
the sugar (·mbargo itself. 

Mr. ::V100RE: It went on for thrc.) vears. 
I admit that the Minister is making "<'very 
eifort, but people camwt bo blamed if they 
get annoyed at the imposition of these small 
taxes while incroa"'d clifficulti<•s arc put in 
their way. Reporting the meeting hold at 
Wondai on 11th .May, the "Courier-::\1ail" 
said-

" MINISTER SHOl.:LD Rrsrax. 
"\Vondai, 11th :\[ay. 

"The 2\tlnlstcr fur Aw;ricultur;• t:hould 
be called upon to resig:i, eaid the "'crc­
tary (:\Ir. J. StP\'Pnscn), at the <"mual 
nH~eting- of the Grcenvicw Loral _Pro­
ducers'- _._.\,"'s(\ciat.ion. 

" B:v preePpt.ing the Bntter Boanl for 
the collection of the adieus hull tax. he· 
contiimccl. the Minister had forfcitccl 
the cor:fiJt>ncc of agricu1turi.1ts. 

" This view was endorsed bv a well­
attended meeting. A resolution corn­
mending the Maryborou;rh Dairy Assc•­
ciation's refusal to pay the precPpt \Ya'i' 
carried unanirnously." 

Mr. PowER: That is whv he was returned 
unopposed. " 

JJlr. ]lloorc] 
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Mr. MOORE: Ho was standing in a dis­
trict where the bull tax did not operate. 
'The Minister may eay how generous it is, 
tbut all these little taxes are a great annoy­
ance. I suppose I am the same as any other 
farmor-I would sooner pay £4 or £5 in one 
amount than have to pay 10s. here and 10s. 
. there and a few shilling, for something else, 
involving a lot of returns that are annoying 
and dif!icult to attend to. 

Mr .• JEssox: Do you not think it is right 
if you are getting some benefit from it? 

Mr. MOORE : Are people in the city 
being taxed becal!se industrial inspectors go 
round? 

Thir. J ESSON : Of course, they are_ 

lHr. J\100RE: \s soon as a man goes out 
to inspect a cheese or butter factory we havo 
to pay for it, but when an inspc:ctor goes 
t0 a city warehouse to sec if the working 
conditions are in accordance with rcgula­
.tions, arc the workers taxed to pay his 
salary? If you send the weights and 
measures inspector to the country districts 
to test a man's scales, he has to pay for it. 
vVe do not have to pav in Bricbane because 
an inspector goes around Hnd takes milk 
Jron1 a milkrnan's. cart to see if it i~ pure. 
vVe do not have to pay a policeman to sum­
mons a man for selling moat before 6 o'clock. 

1\IIr. JESSO~: Your comparisons are ridicu­
lous. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY : You forget that the 
man in the city pays the home consumption 
price for everything he buys. 

Mr. MOORE : The man in the country 
pays the home consumption price for m-cry­
thing he buys and for everything he trans­
ports, and he pays for the 44-hour week in 
the Railway Department as well, 

li!r. GAIR: You believe in a 30-hour week, 
:11r. ::>tiOORE: Is it right that the farmer 

should pay a home consumption price for 
everything he uses in producing his goods? 

l\L·. PowER : These taxes are like medicine 
-they are good for the patient. 

Mr. :'\IOORE: It is not a question of taxes. 
I am talking about the home consumption 
price, and I am -asking the Home Secretary 
not to forget that the farmer pays the home 
consumption price for everything he buys, 
If he is going to contir:uc his husinms, it is 
Eeccssary that he should get a home con­
sumption price for his produce. 

The HOME SECRET.\RY: He should get a 
home consumption price, but the city con­
sumer pays his share for all the>se things. 

Mr. MOORE: The farmer in the countrv 
is only gt>tting what is right, the san1e a~s 
any other citizen. When it comes to services, 
such as herd testing or inspections, however, 
a tax is put on him in order to pav for 
them. In the case of other sections of the 
community a tax is placed 0n !he people of 
the State as a whole to pay for such services 
rendered. 

Mr. JESSON: The basic wago worker is 
more heavily taxed than any other worker. 

Mr. ?.IOORE : It may be that he is more 
heavi:y taxed by his organisation. That 
has nothing to do with this matter. At one 
time the producers had a voluntary organisa­
-tion-before the compulsory pool system was 
adopted. They had a cheese marketing 
Drganisation and a butter marketing organi­
sation. 'They were forced to combine in 
-order to protect themselves. 

[Mr. Moore. 

I did desire to get the annual report of 
the department to find out the extent and 
nature of the experiments concermng pas­
ture improvements. There a.re a. number of 
private individuals in this State who, with­
out Government assistance or Government 
supervision, are engaging in pasture 
improvement work . 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: For­
tunately. 

Mr. MOORE: That is so. That is all 
right for people who live qnite close to them. 
They see the results and find out for them­
selves the class of fertilizer being used. If 
the department secured information from 
those people as to the class. and quantitJ:' of 
fertilizer used it would assist its mvest;ga­
tions trem-endously, and it would obviate 
experiments in pasture improvements and 
the sending out of officers to supervise them. 
It may be that the information thus 
obtained will be required. It will be an 
easy matter in those cases to find out the 
nature of the country and the class of fer­
tilizer being used. 

At 4.45 p.m., 
The CHA!Ri\IAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. MOORE : Ono fertilizer that is pro­
ducing successful results in one district may 
be of little use in another. I know of an 
instance where fertilizer was used on a 
scrub area on the Darling Downs, and it 
had practically no effect whatever, yet 
within a distance of 20 miles the same 
fertilizer used on a black soi I flat which 
apparently contained no seed caqsecl white 
clover to spring up ali over it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, JJarcoo) [4.46 p.m.]: 
I desire to thank hon. members on both sides 
of the Committee for the Yery generous 
tributes they have paid concerning the 
efficiency of the officers of my department. 
I am entirely in accord with them. I have 
the finest staff in Australia. These officers 
are making a very material contribution to 
the wellbeing of the body agricultural in this 
State. I feel that the thanks of this Par­
liament should be extended to them for the 
work they are doing, as it would encourage 
them to carry on, sometimes in the face of 
very adverse conditions. 

Some reference has been made to the field 
officers. Thev are one of the most essential 
units in the ·department. The majority are 
giving excellent services indeed. 

The hon. member for Nanango made 
some reference to tick control in the 
cleansing area. I would be entirely out c;f 
order in discussing that question on this 
vote but I would point out to him that what 
is b~ing done at the present time is as a 
result of an agreement between the Com­
monwealth and Now South \Vales Govern­
ments entered into by an earlier Govern­
ment. Our actiYities in Queensland are 
governed bv the terms of that agreement. 
I do not believe that there is anything in the 
hon. member's suggestion for the control 
of ticks. 

I was very pleased to hear th~ hon. 
members for Albert and Dalby raise the 
question of the Spahlinger method o~ con­
trolling tuberculosis. That, perhaps IS the 
most important question raised during the 
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debate. I have in my hand certain informa­
tion that has reached me within the last day 
or so through our Acting _\gent General in 
London, Mr. L. Pike. So important did 
Mr. Pike regard the document that he sent 
it out to rnc h-v air 1nail. It contains a 
wealth of information which hon. members 
should be acquainted with. As hon. members 
know, many years ago a resident of Switzer­
land named Spahlingcr made a claim that 
he had discovered a scrum that would 
immunise against tuberculosis. The scientific 
world laughed at him, and jeered at the 
claim, and said it was not practicable or 
possible. There were some people who 
believed that the last word had not been 
spokcu in regard to this matter. Mr. Spah­
linger mortgaged all his resources, and 
finally offered his tubercular formula to a 
financing house as security for the loans and 
overdrafts he had. This formula. remained 
as a security in the hands of the financial 
house for ten yettrs. The question was 
resurrected, and the Aga Khan, the chief 
of the Mahommedans, and certain other 
individuals, found the required amount of 
money and paid the Spahlinger overdraft, 
which resulted in the liberation of his 
formula. The evolution of the senun then 
began to take shape. In 1931 a Government 
that one >vould hardly suspect of being inter­
ested in this question to a great degree-I 
refer to the Government of Northern lre­
land-iuvited Mr. Spahlinger to do certaiu 
work. This was long range work. It became 
necessary to determine whether the claims 
made by this gentleman wore true or bogus. 
Prior to that there had been some favour­
able comment made by two pathological 
veterinarians who had investigated the case 
in Switzerland, but unfortunately a period 
of eleven years elapsed from the date of their 
investigations until :'\orthern Ireland-of all 
countries in the world-became interested in 
the matter. The result of four :; ears' experi­
ment is disclosed in the report I hold in my 
hand. It is true that most remarkable results 
have been obtaiued. The British Govern­
ment has inYitcd Mr. Spahlinger to make 
his formula available to them, and he has 
done so; but the making available of this 
formula has not solved the problem because 
it has not been possible to apply the formula, 
because the veterinarians could not evoh-c 
the suum. The British Go.-err:ment ha ,-c 
asked Mr. Spahlinger to admit one of their 
research workers to his laboratory in order 
that he may see the technique in the pre­
paration of the serum. Mr. Spahlinger is 
prepared to make his formula available to 
Britain, and possibly he is prepared to make 
it available to Queensland. Although I have 
only had the report in my hands a couple 
of days. I have determined to take up with 
Mr. SpahlingPr tlnough our Acting .1\gr nt~ 
General or the British Go,·ernment, in order 
to ascertam if there is a possibility of 
Queensland participating in this work. The 
conclusion arrived at as a result of these 
experiments is a remarkable one. During 
the course of the experiments conducted 
over a period of four years in Northern Ire­
land, 100,000,000 bacilli per cubic centimetre 
per head were injected, absolutely a lethal 
dose in control animals. 

Those not injected with Spahlinger serum 
rlied from within seventeen to nineteen clays, 
and those that were inoculated with the 
Spahlinger serum regained their normal 
health,. showed a slight temperature, and in 
some mstances sho" ed an abscess at the 

point of injection, and they were kept for 
periods ranging from 600 to 800 day,, after 
inoculation. After they had been inoculated 
four months thev were reinfested witil 
virulent tubercle germs, and they showed 
no tubercular reaction. In view of these 
facts it may be that our present technique 
in regard to tubercular control will disap­
pear. The men associated with this report 
are men whose words are law in the veter­
inary world. It is true that the conclusions 
they arrived at are such as to justify the 
very highe"t hopes that the Spahlinger treat­
ment is not the bogus treatment many peopl" 
were led to believe, but that it has definitely 
achieved the results it sot out to achie\ c. 
I itn-ite hon. tncrnbers to listen to the 
conclusions arriYed at by a group of the.<'-U 
veterinarians who conducted t!Jc, Nc,rthcrn 
Ireland experiments. The conclusions arc-

" We consider that the injection of 
the 'New ' Simplified dead Vaccine pre­
pared by 1\Ir. H. Spahlinger conferred 
a high degree of re,,istanco against a 
massive intravenous injection of tubercle 
bacilli. The intramuscular method of 
vaccination in this experiment has given 
the most satisfactory results." 

The London " 'Times " and the London 
"Daily Telegraph" and various other 
papers in Brita.in have ta.ken up the matter, 
and I have here cuttings from the various 
British papers. The first is from the "Daily 
Telegraph" of the ht October. The 
editorial is entitled, " A Promised Boon 
to Public He>tlth." It proceeds to show 
what has been done in regard to the 
Spa.hlinger method. It would seem to 
indicate that YC'l'V material progress has 
been made which eminently justifies the 
hope that tuberculosis-not only bovine 
tuberculosis-can be controlled in this parti­
cular way. The Queensland Government, 
in common with other Governments of the 
Commonwealth mnst necessarily take up 
this matter. The British Government is 
being urged to act, and the report from 
the " Daily Telegraph " of the 2nd October, 
states-

" SA vrNG CATTLE FROM TcBERCuLosrs. 

" SuPPORT FOR NEW V ACCIXE. 

",lfinistry Urgcrl to Act. 
"Spahlinger Report a Very Big Thing." 

It then proceeds-
" Mr, Henry Spahlinger, the Swiss 

scientist, yesterday discussed with me 
his discovery. The report on the test 
by the Northern Ireland Government 
has for him a special significance, for 
it is the first governmental recognition 
of his vaccine." 

Incidentally it might be mentioned that the 
Northern Ireland Government is so satisfied 
with the result of this particular work 
that they are now contemplating making 
inoculation with Spahlinger eerum compul­
sory amongst all stock in N orthcrn Ireland. 
The report proceeds-

" The report finally confirms the series 
of tests made in Switzerland and 
England, which proved that my bovine 
vaccine confers immunitv on cattle 
against tuberculosis, said M~. Spahlinger. 
Thus the experime,ntal stage, on which 
I ha YC been engaged for nearly twenty 
years is past. 

TJ on. F. W. Bulcoclc.] 



998 Supply. [ ASSElVIBL Y.] Supply 

" I ~tm so ha.ppy to think tha.t before 
long thf' vaccine will begin to do its 
good work and. by rendering the milk 
supply free from tubercle b<Cci!li, save 
nutny human lives. 

" There is no difficulty on grounds of 
cost to the genera,] use of the vaccine 
throughout Britain. It can be pro­
duced in limitless quantities, and at 
a price which the poorest farmer could 
afford to p>ty. 

"The Northern Ireland Government 
intend, I believe, to make its use com­
pulsory after they have completed some 
little further work on the matter. 

"This work, Mr. Spahlingor explained, 
is to determine the minimum dose of 
vaccine necessary.'' 

I bring this under the notice of the Com­
mittee in consequence of mention made of 
the matter by the hon. member for Dalby. 
I take this opportunity of assuring hon. 
members that the Queensland Department 
of Agriculture-and I have no douqt other 
Departments of Agriculture in Australia­
will now test this out to the fullest possible 
limit. If it only does half the things that 
the Northern I rcla,nd report cla.ims it has 
done it will have been the most valuable 
contribution to animal hvgiene known over 
the past fifty years. • 

The hon. member for Fassifern when 
speaking on the question of the· economics of 
the industry made some reference to the 
Director of Marketing. The Director of 
Marketing, Mr. Graham, has a very respon­
sible job, and the time is not far distant 
when the office of Director of Marketing 
will become one of the most important in 
the State. A virile system of marketing 
org-anisation should be built up within the 
department, and because of that belief we 
have recruited some of our young and more 
promising men to that department during 
the past twelve months. One is taking a 
course of economics at the University. A 
very material result will accrue to the staff 
of the Director of Marketing. Some sug­
gestion was ma.de that we should offer 
grPator protection to the marketing boards. 
The whole difficultv lies in the present 
interpretation of section 92 of the Con­
stitution, ,and the position cannot be cla.rified 
until the pending action--the James ea,se 
in particular-comes before the Privy 
Council. I dealt full,- with this matter 
yesterday. We arc all ·;,ptimistic that from 
the results of the deliberations of the Privy 
Council we shall be able to establish a, 
Commonwealth wide organisa.tion and con­
duct those thin.rrs that we are conducting 
to-day on a qasis of much greater security 
than at the present time. 

I was glad to hear the hon. member for 
Fassifern mention the work being done by 
the Stallions Board. It is true that there 
ma.y be some stallions in Queensland that 
are still being offered fOl" service although 
they have not been paraded before the 
V eterinarv Board or ha.ve been condemned 
by that 6ody. We circularised the police 
in the different districts at the conclusion 
of the la.st stallion parade, asking them 
to obt.a.in information concerning any 
stallion that had not been registered or 
that wa,s at service after having been 
disapproved. 

It must be remembered that if we were 
too drastic in the early application of this 
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Art, we would inflict yery grave hardships. 
When I first introduced this Act I told the 
Committee that we would be guided in our 
administration bv the exigencies of each 
case, and evorv )~enr we have progressively 
increased the standard. \Ye bnc endea­
voured to do that over a number of years, 
so that there will be no Yiolent reaction to 
this policy. It is rcfrmhing to me to find 
an hon. member a'50CJatod w1th horse­
breeding organisations in this State prcse;:tt­
ing a point of new in this Chamber w1th 
which I entirely agreP, but which is very 
different from the views expressed be- many 
hon. members opposite. 

Mr. GODFREY :MORGA:"<: Many p'oplo in 
the country do not agree with you. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
But we must remember that the man who 
requi rPs service to-da v insists that the certifi · 
cate be produced. That is one of the most 
hopeful signs I have seen in the rural situa­
tion. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: That only applies 
in a very small portion of Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It applies over a .-ery large portion of 
Queensland. 

I should not like to resume my seat with­
out paying a personal tribute to the 
accountant of my Department, Mr. Hooper. 
He has prepared the departmental Esti­
mates for forty-one years, and, unfortunately 
these Estimates will be his last. Mr. Hooper 
commenced work as a clerical assistant in 
the public service in 1886, and became 
accountant of the Department of Agricul­
ture in 1894. He has framed Estimates for 
the last forty-one years, and his method has 
been used as a pattern by the various other 
Government dPpartments. He has been 
more than an officer to the fifteen :\linister" 
under whom he has worked. 1\Ir. Hooper is 
that rare typf' of illdiv'dual. who is not only 
the Mini<tcr"s accountant. but also his guide 
and fricr:cl. He hns vcn- largelv contri­
buted. bv his ekilful financial administra­
tion. to the sncccs.s of tlw department. He 
is respected bv cvcrybod.y \vith \chom . ho 
comes in contact. and dur1ng th0 '~'il r pC' nod 
hr' acted as chid dcrk in the absence of the 
present Under Secrdarv. who vas th.~n chi~f 
clerk. f:,·erv offic r in the dcparlnwnt rs 
grieved bv the thouoH that 2\Ir. Hoopcr is 
l0aYing. 'I an1 particularly sorr_v. h· ra11SC 
there i" net n n1orc lw1~0~t. zf'a1ou'<. or 
con~eic-ntions friend in t.he d_epartJncnt than 
l\fr. Fiooncr has h0en to me 8nJ 1ny pre~ 
d0ces~ors.- I l!OT)(' th ·t. lH~ f'n_loYf' a nrr!od 
of voorl lwalth oftcr he• lcan•s tl•c clcpart­
mf'nt, but thrrc are JY'r:;:onn l circunr ,t<Jnccs 
that c<Jmc him to clcsir0 io he rc·l'c,·od of 
th-, \York l10 jc: doinp:. I d051~r0 tc") pay a 
tribute on the fl oar d this Cha m lwr to an 
oflirr>r who has rlonP- yt)nmnn ~nrvlre fnr his 
Rtatc and I feel that when he le,,. •e the 
rlcpar:tmcnt will be the poorer fr»· his 
ab,cnce. 

:\fr. GODFREY JI.IORGA~ (JJ'IIn;) fS.S 
p.m.l: Durin;r a pr~,·ion.s it0batP on t.hig 
mattr'r I made ccrta1n r~mark,, conccrnlng­
interfc;·ence bv the Deportment d \e:ricul­
ture with the ·workin.:rs of the \Vhent Board. 
After those remarks c had been puhlished in 
the Press. the hon. member for TomYoomba 
asked the Sccretar)· fo1' Ae:riculture--

'' HaYe vou received anv con1rr1nnica­
tion from' the Wheat Board approving 
or otherwise of the hon. mom])('r for 
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Dalby's statements in the .House on the 
3rd September regarding your alleged 
interference with the \Vlwat Board 
activities?" 

The ~Iinister replied--
" Y£sterday l\[r. \Yatson. the secretary 

of the Quccmland ·wheat Beard, 
'phoned to inform me that the wheat 
staterncnts rnade in the Hous0 on Tues­
day la:<t by J\Ir. Godfrc:.- 1\lorgan \vcre 
all made on :i\1r. Morgnn's O\VH rpsnonsi­
bilitY. The chairman 0f the Wheat 
Boa;·d. Mr. Thomas, disclaimed -any 
re· ponsibility, an cl said that the statc­
rn:nu rnade by ~Ir. :0,Jorgan vrere rnade 
without the kno•dcdg·e or coment of the 
c!1airman of the vVhe<J.t Board or rho 
\Yl>cat Board.'' 

This was my reply to that:-
"It is perfectly true that I did not 

consult any member of the Wheat Board 
in respect to n1y n'nlark on interference 
by the YJ:inister for Agriculture in regard 
to the sale of wheat. Cn the first oppor­
tunity I have I intend to prove conclu­
sivelv that mv statement was trne in 
eYcr)r particul3.r.'' 

Both l\Ir. 'Vatson and l\h. Thompson 
refra incd frmn expre'3sing an opinion on the 
statement made hv me as to its correctness 
or otherwise. Y-ou \Yill notice that the 
'phone nwssage Y.-hich the :\linistCJ· was 
alleged to have received from Mr. Watson 
did not suggest that my statement was not 
correct. Certainlv I did not consult them. 
It is not my business to consult any body 
of people on remarks I make in this House. 
I made the statement because I knew it was 
correct. It was bome out b:,- a report that 
appeared in the " Courier-Mail" of 12th 
May, 1935. 

J\.Ir .. Jr:ssox: Before vou Inatle your state-
ment or after? , · 

Mr. GODFREY :\ICJRGAN: That was in 
1934, and my statement wao in 1935. The 
" Couricr-::\lail " of 12th ?\lay reported the 
incident as follows :-

'' · Ever since this board has been 
e:r-clcd \Ye have been subjected to per­
petual pin-pricks bv the :\Iinistcr £or 
AgricultLuP,' sairl Mr. Booth. • Ho has 
repeatedly interfered with our business, 
and on one n1en1orablo occasion he 
actually swung the axe over our heads 
and said if we did not meet the millers 
he \Yould put into effect the recommenda­
tions of the commissioner. Mr. Bulcock 
has retired frorn tho scene now.'" 

That goes to show that the vVheat Board 
believed my statement to be quite correct. 
They recognised that the MinistPr endea­
voured to force the \Yhcat Board to sell to 
the millers at a price at which it was not, 
prepared to sell. 

Mr .. TESSON: That is not right. 

Mr. GODFREY l\10HGAK: How do you 
know? 

Mr . .JESSOX: I do; I have studied it. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:"i": The Minister 
end ea YOtued to force the board, by threats 
and otherwise, to sell to the millers at a price 
it considered was not fair. The board did not 
sell; it was prepared to allow the Minister 
to carrv out all the threats he had made 
and to· use all the power he had. I con­
gratulate the board on the stand it took. 

The result was that it got considerably mo;·c 
afterwards for the wheat it heed. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LTURE: It did 
not. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The ho:J. 
gentleman knows it made a much better 
deal. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hem. 
member has exhausted the time allo\Yed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'lTH \·~ 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, lJarcoo) [5.10 p.m.J: 
I cannot allow the hon. member to make 
the statement he has made without challeng­
ing him. He said, in effect, that I inter­
fered with the conduct of the Wheat Board 
during a period when certain things hap­
pened. We might take all the facts and 
put them in their proper chronological orcler 
to sec whttt clid actually happen. \Ve had 
the flour embargo, which \\"a, an offshoot 
of the Sugar Acquisition Act. That was for 
the purpose of stabilising \\heat and corn­
polling the millers to gri't the wheat gro.-·n 
in Queensland. 

l\f r. l\loonF: Tlwv did nul need t,. :w 
compelled. They were only too anxious to 
do it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It did compel them. The instrumont was, 
of course, outircly illegal, and the hon. n1cn1-
bor knows that the instrunwnt \Vas illcga~. 
\Ye carrircl that~-

Mr. CLAYTON: \Vhy use an illegal imtru­
!lllent? 

The SECRETARY FGR AGRICuLTURE: 
The hon. member was a party to the use of 
it. He stood behind its u,e, and he must 
accept his share of the responsibilit;.- equally 
with myself. Then it became necr ssary, 
ovving to certain facts, to withdraw that pro­
clamation. If that proclamation had not 
been withdrawn we should have been in 
serious cliflicultics as a State. The accumu­
lated sournr'lS of the Southern rnillcr~, who 
had not been n blo to get any of their flour 
into Queensland, rE' ulted in their adopting 
a dumping policy, more especially in regard 
to the northern areas of our State. The 
wheat crop vas garnered, and there was 
no protecting instrument now. The only 
cl a irn that the Wheat Board had was 
for geographical protection-the difference 
bct\Yoon Darling Harbour pric<e and the cost of 
getting wheat from Darling Harbour to hPre, 
which \vas about 4~d. a bushel. It decided 
that it would not sell to the millero.. They 
bought wheat in J\iew South Wales to 
th<l extent of over 1. 000.000 bushels. As the 
Leader of the Opposition points out, here 
was the vVheat Board refusing the 
Darling· Harbour parity plus the cost 
of bringing the wheat to Queensland­
the highest price obtain'Lble in Aus­
tra1ia~and at the 8 'me tia1c .;;hipping 
wheat overseas, while the Southern millers 
were bringing 1.000,000 bushels of wheat into 
Queensland. All this time our own wheat 
crop was being destroyed by rodents. 
Could anvone stand for that? The result 
was-as drsclosed by the report of the Audi­
tor-General-four shipments of wheat over­
seas realised ls. 7d. per bushel. lf my 
memory serves me right I offered the vVheat 
Board 3s. 6~d. pei· bushel for that season's 
wheat. Its obstinacy and its want of policy 
landed it in a very dangerous position. I 
frankly say that I did tell the Wheat Board 
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after a royal commission had been appointed 
and inquired into its affair', that if it did 
not meet the millers we would give serious 
consideration to putting into pffcct the l'Ocom­
mendations of the commission. 

:Mr. GODFREY MORGA!'i: You denied it 
wbcn I said ~o. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I would m>t bother deuying it. 

The CH..\IRMAN : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I say qmte frankly that I did tell the board 
that it had to meet the millers as an alterna­
tive to an application of the recommenda­
tions of the commission. I have never den iod 
that. The hon. member cannot produce any 
proof of my having denied that. 'l'he two 
parties finally came together. IV e used the 
recommendation of the royal commission as 
an instrument to bring the t\YO parties 
together. No one could sit placidly and see 
the wheat crop threatened by a growing 
volume of mice plague, weevil infestation, 
the exportation of portion of it oYerseas on 
one of the world's lowest markets, and the 
bringing in of wheat from New South \Vales 
for rnilliug purposes to feed our people. 
Anyone who sat still while those things were 
going on would be recreant to the trust 
imposed in him, and would not be safe· 
guarding the interests of the wheat producer. 
After the board had made four shipments 
on the oYerseas wheat market, which cost 
the growers a considerable sum of money, it 
decided to meet the millers. The two parties 
ultimately accepted a price a shade worse­
in spite of all the insinuations-than I 
offered it-that is. Darling Harbour parity, 
plus the cost of transportation to Queens­
land. 

:VIr. GODI'REY lV[ORCiA:X : The board denies 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If the hon. member has the patience to read 
tlw report of the royal commission, and care­
full v examine the whole position, ho will 
see "just what offer the Goyernrnent did make. 

:Mr. GoDFREY MORGA:x: The \Yheatgrowors 
endorsed the actions of the board by a 
unanimous -.;otc. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Let me inform the hon. member that a 
member of his own party-! shall not name 
him-idroducod a deputat·ion to me. lt 
asked that I should do certain things which 
would haYo resulted in making the bo1rcl 
absolutely impotent. 

:\1r. GODFREY MORGAN: That has nothing 
t0 do with the matter. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
After 1.000.000 bushels of wheat had been 
imported into this State, and after four 
small shipments of whPat oversnas, \Yhich 
yi,•lded ls. 7d. per bushel. the board and the 
miilers came together, and tht• net result of 
their deliberations "a' that the board 
acc•1pted a price a little worse than I had 
offered thorn. Ilad it not boon for the fact 
that I insisted on thorn coming together. I 
venture to say that the whole of the wheat 
crop of this State would have been jeopard­
ised. I offer no apology for my conduct in 
the matter. 

Mr. GoDFREY ]\![ORGAN : Why did you deny 
it? 

The SECRETARY FOR \GRICULTURE: 
The hon. member for Dalby persists in say-
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ing I denied that I interfered with the 
Wheat Board. 

Mr. GoDFREY M ORGAN: I do say it. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I did not interfere with it; I simply did 
these things which my office forced me to do. 

The CHAIR.'>L\.N : Order ! 
Mr. GODFREY MoRGAX: You admit you did 

interfere with it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTURE: 
I admit I did these things that were vested 
in me in n1y prerogative as lYiinistcr . . I 
suggest that had the hon. member occup1ed 
my position and been confronted w1th the 
position he would ha, Ye taken precisely the 
same stand as I d1d. It wa•, ob.-wus that 
the position require<] urgent atte_ntion.. _I 
could not sec our wheat crop bemg disSI­
pated because the millers and _the board 
could not agree. I took the ":cbon I have 
described and as a result a b1g portwn of 
the wheat crop was gristed in Queensland. 
I will add this for the information of the 
hon. member: that while the board and the 
millers were at loggerheads, I got the 
millers together and asked them to Import 
onlv their immediate requirements of wheat. 
so 'that there would 10ot be big stocks of 
wheat on their hands. I did so m order 
that the Queensland crop would not be 
entirely displaced from millin!) and con­
sumption in this State. That 1s the story 
of the whole matter. The hon. mern?er 
knows is as well as I do. If we are gomg 
to bring pool boards into the ~tadmm of 
politics then pool boards are gomg to fall. 
Pool b'oards have a very great ?blig!'tion 
to their suppliers. That obligation IS to 
handle the crop in the most efficient Ir:anner 
possible and obtain the best market pnce. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN : Without interfer­
ence by the Minister. 

The.SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. gentleman says, " Without. mterfer­
ence from the J\'[inistei .. , If the positi~lll had 
been allowed to drift in the way !t was 
drifting it would have been a calamity for 
the growers on the Darling Downs. As tho 
result of the attitude taken up by me, and 
the negotiations that took place, no difficulty 
has since occurred in the sale of the wheat 
crop. The real basis of the difficulty was 
that the board rrot 3s. lOd. a bushel under 
the Sugar Acqc:isition Act, and it had to 
come down to the highest economiC level It 
eould get for its wheat, which was 3s. 6d. 
The board did not like to be a party to the 
sale of that wheat at a price of 4d. per bushel 
less than it obtained the previous year. . I 
can appreciate their di~culties. It cj~d 
become necessarv to brmg tho parties 
toucther the m"illers on the one hand, 
an~l the 'growers on the other, and m.~ policy 
contr1butcd in no sn1a1l degrr In t~c.ncYing 
that object. 

I have no apologY to make, and I refutu 
the suggestion of the h<;m. member _that I 
interfered in any way w1th the functwns <)f 
the Wheat Board. 

Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

CHEo!ICAL LABORATORY. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC"CLTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock. Barcoo): I move-

" That £5,903 be granted for ' Chemi­
cal Laboratory.' " 

Item agreed to. 
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COTTON I:>;DCSTRY. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
(Hon. F. \V. Bulcock, !Jarcoo): I move-

" That £9,110 be granted for 'Cotton 
Industry.' " 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [5.22 p.m.]: 
Although the cotton industry has been beset 
by many difficulties it is surprising how it 
has developed in this State, particularly in 
the Central district. \Vhen I was in charge 
of the department the question was raised as 
to the advi.sability o£ •1sing the Durango 
type. 'l'his particular variety sho~cd remark­
able growth at the cotton expenment farm, 
and the experts were keen on it, believing it 
was the best for Queensland. Other interests 
at that time were of the opinion that a 
short staple was required for Australian 
use. The Minister gave authority for the 
importation of different types of cotton, and 
I should like to know what has resulted from 
the experiments with them, or if any diseases 
have been introduced by taem, and what the 
opinion of the officers of the department is 
as to the short varieties. Sooner or later the 
Federal authorities will alter the tariff relat­
ing to cotton. There arc large numbers of 
people coming from the old country who 
are interested in the manufacture of cotton 
goods, and \\·hen they arrive in this State 
the Minis:er should see that they are shown 
what the white people have accomplished 
in the growing of cotton. 

At 5.25 p.m., 
The f:II.\ IRMAN: Under the provisions 

of Se";onal Orders agreed to by tho House 
on 28th August and 16th October, I shall 
now IeaYc the chair and make my report to 
the House. 

The House resumed. 
The Cn \!RMAN reported progress and asked 

leave to sit again. 

Resumption of Committee made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 5.26 p.m. 
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