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Mr. SpeakeEr (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTION.
AGRICULTURAL BANK INTEREST RATES.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

1. In what cases are mortgagors to
the Agricultural Bank charged a rate of
interest in excess of 4 per cent., and what
is the rate?

¢ 2. What is the total number of
mortgagors {a¢) charged 4 per cent., and
(b) charged a rate in excess of 4 per
cent. 7’

The ATTORNEY-GENERAIL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria), for the SECRETARY
FOR AGRICULTURE (Hon. F. W. Bul-
cock, Barcoo) replied—

‘1. All advances involving the dis-
charging of liabilities attract interest at
the rate of b per cent. per annum.

¢ 2. The accounts in respect of advances
at different rates of interest are not
separated. To obtain the desired infor-
mation  would  entail  considerable
research.”

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—

Report of the Chief Inspector of
Machinery, Scaffolding, and Weights
and Measures for the year 1934-35.

MINING SURVEY BILL.

THIRD READING.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Carpentaria): I move—

“ That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

(Hon. J.

SUPPLY.

REesuMpTION OF COMMITTEE—ESTIMATES- ~
Frrra AND SIXTH ALLOTTED Davs.

(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.)
ESTIMATES IN CHIEF, 1935-36.
DEPARTMENT OF PTUBLIC LANDS.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Question stated—

““ That £56,773 be granted for ‘ Depart-
ment of Public Lands—Chief Office.”

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [10.34 a.m.]:
The absence of the annual report of the
department for the last financial year pre-
vents us, to some extent, from analysing the
progross of the department over that period.
The Minister occupied a considerahle amount
of time in extolling the virtues of his
administration, but we should have pre-
ferred to see the report of his department
so that we might have had an opportunity
of examining the activities of the various
sub-departments. However, the Minister
has explained that the report is of such a
comprehensive nature that there has been
delay in completing its compilation, and
having it ready for this discussion.

The SecRETARY FOR PuUBLIc Lanps: The
reorganisation of the department occupied
about three weeks of the time usually taken
up in the preparation of the report.

Mr. RUSSELL: This is probably the
most important department coming under
the jurisdiction of the Gtovernment. While
some contend that the jurisdiction of State
Parliaments is gradually diminishing—and
one must admit that eventually additional
powers must be conceded to the Federal
Government—the administration of the
lands must always remain the prerogative
of the State Legislatures. It is wise that
it should be so, because the welfare of
this State particularly is closely bound up
with the successful settlement of our land

Mr. Russell.]
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So many important questions are inter-
woven with the administration of this
department that if anything happens to the

welfare of our rural community it is
immediately reflected in stagnation in
other circles, The allied Department of

Agriculture also has very important func-
tions, but it depends solely on the for-
tunes or otherwise of the Department of
Public Lands. The question of closer
settlement affects not so much the Depart-
ment of Public Lands as the Department of
Agriculture, because farming operations
come within the purview of the latter.
Nevertheless, the Department of Public
Lands is intensely interested in the
problems associated with closer settlement,
such as the conservation of water and fodder
as an insurance against drought—I hope to
see this matter taken in hand very shortly—
and the provision of water and the preser-
vation of pastures on stock rtoutes. All
these are questions of very serious moment
to-day, most of them of particular import-
ance to our pastoral areas. These matters
have been dealt with by the department in
the last twelve months. There are many
problems facing i, and it behoves both
departments to apply themsclves to the
question of how we can increase the pro-
duetivity of our land and bring about
greater settlement in country areas.

There arc some very wide questions now
before the public—questions of great
moment that are also acute in countries
older in development than this State. One
of these questions is the renovation of our
pastures. It is wlarming to see much of
our native pastures going out of existence.
Reports show that western areas are not so
productive of these pastures as they were
formerly. It is alleged that this is due
to overstocking. This problem must engage
the attention of the department. There is
also the important question of the denuda-
tion of our timber areas. Like the older
countries of the world, Australia is sacri-
ficing its timber wealth. Whilst I advocate
the marketing of a good deal of our
timbers, I realise that a vast amount of
unnecessary  destruction is  proceeding.
This certainly must have a detrimental
effect on our rainfall. It is already bring-
ing about in some areas the erosion of our
soils. Many of our western lands are loss
productive to-day owing to a decrease in
our natural pastures, and the tremendous
destruction that is ‘taking place of our
native timbers affects other lands. All
these things must be taken into considera-
tion by the Department of Public Lands if
we desire to bring about great productivity
in Queensland.

During the course of his remarks the
other day the Secretary for Public Lands
painted a rather doleful picture of the

future of land settlement in this country. .

I think hon. members were taken aback
when he stated that we had reached satura-
tion point in land settlement, and the only
land in the State that he was able to make
available for selection to-day was remote,
unoccupied = land, reclaimed prickly-pear
land and subdivisions when the current leases
expired. The Minister went on to say, in
effect—

“ Qur greatest problem to-day is to
keep the people on the land who are
there. We have no areas of land in
Queensland that are not already occupied,

[Mr. Russell.
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therefore it is absurd to continue the
loose talk and encourage and urge in
the Press that we should solve the unem-
ployment problem by placing people on
the land. There are 429,000,000 acres
in  Queensland, and 325,250,000 are
already under occupation, and there arc
only 48,000,000 acres unoccupied to-day,
of which 10,000,000 acres can be con-
sidered uninhabitable.”

That is a terrible indictment of Queensland,
considering that hon. members on both sides
of the Committee are urging closer settle-
ment. Members on both sides believe that
some system of increase in population should
be resorted to, and a few days ago I thought
we were unanimous in agreeing to the pro-
ject of encouraging boy scouts to come fo
this country, provided the necessary finance
was found on the other side of the world.
If that statement, made by the Minister,
goes forth to the world as a correct descrip-
tion of land conditions here, it must have a
very damaging effect on the agitation that
most of us have fostered for many years of
urging greater population for this country.
When one analyses the Minister’s statement,
one is impressed by the serious aspect of the
case he presented, if it is true.

The Secrerary For Pusuic Lanps: Of
course it is true. I would not say it if it
were not true. I quoted it from the Auditor-
General’s report,

Mr. RUSSELL: If it is true that we
have reached saturation point and there is
no room for more settlement, there is no
justification for blackguarding the Federal
CGovernment for their inaction.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDs: Because
their policy affects existing settlers and is
driving them off the land.

Mr. RUSSELL: When one considers
that we have an area of 429,000,000 acres and
fewer than 1,000,000 people in this State,
it appears absurd to suggest there is no room
for immigrants on the land. At any rate, the
matter requires further investigation because
the statement made by the Minister must
have a very damaging effect. It has put a
damper on our belief that there is room for
a vast population in Queensland that could
find a market for the goods they produced.

The Premier has been a strong advocate
of the greatest development of Queensland,
and he has been quoted by many of his
admirers on the other side of the Chamber
as being a great statesman, and the man
who put the British public right in regard
to the threatened policy of restrictions. On
various occasions he addressed audiences In
the old country, in Glasgow, Edinburgh,
and London, and I had the privilege of
attending two or three of those meetings.
I remember one occasion in Glasgow when
the Premier was entertained by the president
of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, Sir
A. Steven Bilsland, Bt., at a function that
I attended. In alluding to the policy of
restriction, which was much discussed at
the time, the Premier made these remarks—

“TIt had been suggested that Austra-
lian produce should be Iimited, and
that they should be subject to quotas.

“They in Australia were perturbed
about such proposals, because they
were contrary to the aim and purposes
of the Australian people. First of all,
they regarded them as bad economics.
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‘““He pointed out that in Australia
there were hundreds of thousands of
acres that were yet awaiting develop-
ment. ‘In these circumstances,” he
added, ‘for us to agree to any policy of
restriction would mean that we agreed
to arrested development, that. the
unemployed should have no oppor-
tunity of getting work, and, more
tragic than anything, that boys Ieavmg
school would not be absorbed into useful

industry.’

¢ We cannot agree to these things.
We  desire increased production,
increased  settlement, and increased

development of our own country”’

There 1is the policy enunciated by the
Premier himself. I think he believes that.
To-day he has arrived at the belief that
we must make some serious atternpt to gain
more population of the right kind. On the
other hand we have the Secretary for Public
Lands informing us that we have no more
room for any more settlers.

The SecrETARY ror PusLic Laxps: I did
not. There ave 38,000,000 acres.
Mr. RUSSELL: Therefore, why should

there be this agitation in regard to
increased population and the berating of
the leaders in the Commonwealth sphere for
their inaction? The hon. gentleman com-
plained that the Commonwealth Government
had shown great inaction. To use his own
words—
“ Queensland has
trecated of all the
monwealth.”

He complained that he had been ham-
pered in his desire to keep people on
the land owing to the <Commonwealth
Government’s adherence to a policy of
restriction of exports. The hon. member
for Rockhampton, in his usual flowery style,
declared that Australia had been sacrificed
on the altar of alien intercsts.

The Semetarv for Public Lands also
stated, “Our Premier happened to be over-
seas at the time and everybody knows how
he sprang into the breach.” That reminds
me of a story told of the O’Flahertys, when
questioned about their genealogy. O’Flaherty
was asked from whom they had sprung?
He replied “The O’Flahertys don’t spring
from anybody; they spring at them.” So
the Premier sprang into the breach or at
the breach. The S8ecretary for Lands is
very apt to spring into breaches that are
not there—to use an Irishism. The hon.
gentleman is very apt to make use of public
prejudices to belabour the Commonwealth
Government. His attack on men of the
calibre of Mr, J. A. Lyons and Mr. 8. M.
Bruce was totally unwarranted. The Minis-
ter goes on to say in regard to the
Premier—

“The full measure of what he did
for this State and Australia is not
properly recognised.”

been the worst
States in the Com-

If we have come to such a parlous condition
why should we worry and ask for settlers
for our land?

The Premier takes the credit for having
induced the British Government to remove
restrictions on some of our exports. He is
very careful now to confine that to dairy
produce. Of course, he procecded to the
old country, prmmpally on the sugar ques-
tion, and he received from the British
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Government the assurance that nothing could
be done until the expiration of the Chad-
barne agreement. As hon. members are
aware, a conference will take place next
year at which all the Dominions will be
represented and when a new agreement will
be made. I have no objection to the
Premier’s proceeding abroad. In fact I was
a member of the Brisbane committee that
attended the Premier’s send-off. In my
opinion it was not a matter of party politics.
I think every Premier of Queensland should
go overseas. At any rate, the hon. gentle-
man proceeded to England and looked into
the sugar question, but we all know that
nothing was done. He received an assur-
ance from tbe British Government that
the present agreement would not be dis-
turbed in the meantime. Nobody expected
the British Government to break their
word, anyhow.

The same thing applies to the meat agree-
ment. He was told that there would be no
interference from Ottawa. We know that
the Premier has tried to make much capital
out of the meat question, just as he did out
of bananas, Japanese sampans, and various
other questlon.s where popular prejudice
could be exploited. The whole matter of
the bananas ended in smoke. The Fijian
exporters know that the Australian market
is not a profitable one; costs are too high
and they are unable to compete with the
Queensland product.

Mr. H. H. CoLnixs:
intention,

Mr. RUSSELL: The intention was to
allow Fiji to export bananas to Australia
in return for allowing us to export certain
products to Fiji. That arrangement did
not suit certain Queenslanders who wanted
everything but were prepared to give noth-
ing. The Federal Government have been
very humane and generous in their treat-
ment of Queensland.

The Premier claims that he was respon-
sible for the remowal of the restriction on
the importation into England of Australian
butter. The British Government never
intended to restrict the importation of Aus-
tralian butter. They adopted the attitude
that if the Australian people cared to send
butter to the old country at low prices, that
was their funeral, and that any restrictions
on the export of Australian butter must be
made at this end. The hon. gentleman’s
boast, therefore, is a very hollow one
indeed and has no foundation whatever.
Then again, he is reported in the Van-
couver *“ Daily Province” of the 15th July,
1934, as having said—

“Objection to present conditions
inspired my trip to England, and I con-
sider that my achlevement in removing
restrictions on Australian_dairy products
is the first step in new Empire agree-
ments.”’

Absolute pifile !

Despite the remarks made by the Secre-
tary for Public Lands and the hon. member
for Rockhampton, I contend that the Com-
monwealth Government have been most
generons in their treatment of Queensland.
I shall quote some of the steps taken by
the Federal Government in order to assist
the Secretary for Public Lands to solve his
problem of closer settlement and develop-
ment of our State. They agreed to pro-
hibit the importation of sugar and entered

Mr. Russell.]
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into an agreement whereby a lucrative
return was assured to the grower. The
suggestion that they deprived the Queens-
land grower of #£1,000,000 is nonsensical.
We know that this Sugar Agreement met
with bitter opposition throughout the rest
of the Commonwealth. A large section of
the Labour Party in the South were strongly
opposed to the granting of what they called
a preference to the Queensland sugar indus-
try. Only this morning we jpead of a
motion moved by a Liabour member in the
South  Australian  Parliament protesting
against the agreement. The Women’s
Auxiliary of the Labour Party in New South
Wales is strongly opposed to its renewal.
When one realises the difficulties with which
Mr. Lyons has to contend throughout the
Commonwealth, one must admit that he was
most courageous in ratifying the agreement
for five years, without intervention from
the Queensland Premier or anybody else.
He took the risk and is standing to it. Let
us be magnanimous and not throw a brick
at the man who is doing his duty by the
sugar industry.

Mr. Forey: What did he do for the cotton
industry ?

Mr. RUSSELL: The cotton industry is
well protected. In fact, we have a record
production this year.

We know that many go-getters rushed
into the tobacco industry in an attempt to
accumulate huge fortunes from selling land.
The then Federal Government’s action in pro-
viding a high protection, which was unneces-
sary, induced many people to rush into
tobacco-growing on the most unsuitable land.

The Federal Government have imposed a
duty of 6d. a lb. on the importation of pea-
nut kernels and 4d. a lb. on whole peanuts.
That duty has been responsible for keep-
ing out all foreign peanuts. When there was
a shortage of peanuts the board was allowed
to purchase the required amount from
abroad, and it distributed them amongst
the buyers who required them.

We have an import duty of £16 6s. a ton
on canary sced, the growing of which has
proved a lucrative business on the Darling
Downs. In the canned pincapple trade, by
the payment of the sugar rebate, the
canners of pineapples have been able to
compete with Hawaii. In the butter and
cheese industries, the stabilisation scheme
has prevented the exploitation of one State
by another. Before the introduction of that

scheme it was common for one State to
dump its surplus upon another State. That
practice has now been stopped. The

stabilisation scheme in the wheat industry
will prevent Southern millers from dumping
their surplus flour into Queensland.

The timber duties that have been imposed
have given a fillip to that industry and
with the reduction of the royalties by the
Queensland Government have enabled mills
to carry on. I think the Minister did the
right thing, but he only carried out the
policy the Moore Government decided upon.
We have an Australian market now for
hoop pine, and in this and many other items
like it the Federal Government have
been very generous indeed to Queensland.
That Government are not asking for any
extra credit because they consider they have
done their duty, In all these things, it is
wrong for politicians as the Premier has
done to show petty prejudice instead of

[Mr. Russell.
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taking a wide Australian outlook. I say that
Queensland has had a fair deal and the
sooner we stop this petty squabbling the
better,  There is a big margin for tobacco
growers between the import duty and the
excise duty. This State is growing good
tobacco and the growers are getting fair
prices. The hon. member for Cooroora will
bear me out in that.

In view of the statements made by the
Minister we should at once set about the
task of ascertaining what land we can
honestly offer to suitable scttlers. We want
a greater population and it is idle to pro-
ceed any further in this matter unless we
satisfy intending settlers that they can get
Jand to settle on when they come .to thiz
State.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Peasc, Herbert) [10.59 am.]: 1
desire in the first place to reply to the very
dishonest advocacy of the hon. member for
West Moreton. In his speech he made an
attack to the effect that we were loading
up the Department of Public Lands with
civil servants, He made it in a dishonest
way.

Mr. Mauer: I rise to a point of order.
I object to the use of the term *‘ dishonest
advocacy ”’ by the Minister. I acted from
a good motive, in the interests of the tax-
payers of the State.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for
West Moreton objects to the use of the
term ‘¢ dishonest advocacy,” and I ask the
Minister not to repeat that term.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Hon. members opposite have a copy of the
Estimates, and if the hon. member for West
Moreton and other hon. members opposite
who spoke in a similar strain had only
taken the trouble to read them carefully
they would have seen that owing to a com-
plete reorganisation of the Department of
Public Lands by the Public Service Com-
missioner the salaries of the officers of the
Land Court are now included in the Chief
Office vote. The hon. member for West
Moreton did not say anything at all about
that, although it was there for anybody
to see. For the first time the salaries of
eight officers of the Land Court, amounting
to £2,530, are included in the Chief Office
vote, and the officers are attached to that
office. If the action by the hon. member
for West Moreton is not dishonesi, then
I do not know what it is.

I should like to inform hon. members
that the Public Scrvice Commissioner and
his officers have carried out a complete
reorganisation of the whole of the Depart-
ment of Public Lands. and if extra officers
have been appointed it has been done
entirely on the suggestion by the Public
Service Commissioner in his report, If he
i+ not the proper oflicer to do this important
work, then who is? I wish to draw pointed
attention to the fact that the hon. member
for West Moreton, and other hon. members
opposite who spoke in a similar strain,
failed to explain that for the first time
the salaries of ecight officers of the Land
Court are voted in the Chief Office vote
this year. Three additional officers have
been appointed to the Land Development
Branch, an entirely new branch—mnot
initiated by the Moore Governmeni—but one
established for the purpose of assisting the
man on the land and providing uscful
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employment. Since this branch was estab-  According to the report of the Auditor-
lished in Max, 1932. it has handled advances  General, the receipts handled by the cashier
approximating £500,000, enabling work to  increased by £146 499. Theve ave thousands

be found for 14,567 people. The hon. mem-
bor for West Moreton did not make any
mention of those facts, He failed to make
full inquiry into the matter, but he knew
that his statements were incorrect. Homn.
members should also know that this branch
is one of the most important in the depart-
ment, not only because it is instrumental
in assisting to improve the public estate,
but also because it provides useful employ-
ment for a large number of people. Will
any hon. member opposite contend that a
considerable smount of detailed work is
not necessary in handlivg; that sum of
£500.000, which was responsible for the
emplovment of 14,567 men? Of course, it
would be necessary to increase the personnel
of the department, and three new officers
have been appointed.

I remind members opposite that it was
the Public Service Commissioner who mads
an examination of the working of this
bunch I do not appoint the oﬁlcels nor
does the Land Administration Board ﬂppoil’:t
them, ner the heads of sub-departments.
For the first time for many years the Depart-
ment of Public Lands has been (o.lec.elv
overhauled by the Public Service Com-
missioner and his officers, with the result
that extra officers were found to be necessary.
Will any hen, member opposite contend that
the old personnel of the department should
be called upon to do the extra work, parti-

cularly that mvohed in the Land Develon-
ment Branch? The branch must be properly
conducted. An aggregate advance of

£500,000 represcots thou\ands of individual
advances. The money is not advanced in
large sums, Every application must be
carefulls examined, reports obtained,
action, The new secretary
ad  Administration  Board,  Mr.
ghan, worked night and dar fo try
to put the office on prop-r footing by
allotting the clerieal work in an equituble
way. He really injured his health by work-
ing too hsrd, The Public S(L\ico Com-
missioner rreed that three extra officers
Were I1ecessars

Let mc offer further proof of the goed
work heing achieved by the Devartment of
Public Lands. The Public Service Com-
missioner also found that it was necessary
to appoint an assistant cashier to help to
bandle the increased amount of money con-
trolled by the department in connection with

marked for
the L

advancces. The cashier was considerabls
over-worked in Thandling the increased
amount of money passing through the

department, Hon. members opposite should
consider these matters very carefully instead
‘of glibly criticising the appomtmon* of a
few extra offirials without 1nq‘11-1ng into
the reasons why. To prove that the Public
Bervice Commissioner was right in recom-
mending the appointment of an assistant
cashier to handle the increased money, T
need only refer to the receipts by the
deparvtment, which arc set out at page 57
of the Auditor-General’s report for the Inst
financial year. The report discloses that
the receipts of the department in conneciion
with the consolidated revenue account
increased by £34,397 last year, as compared
with 1933-34, and in conncction with the
trust and Qpecml funds by £128,9%3. The
only decrcase in receipts was in respect of
loan funds, where the drop was  £16,831.

mvasu)tcd in those figures.
sy those figures do not show
increase the strength of

of payimments
Will anyone
the nocessity to
that cflice by another officer?

Let me now deal with the cxpenditure
that had to be controlled by this oﬂm The
inereas's in expenditure under i

heads, according to the Auli
were—

£ s d.
Consolidated Revenue ... 13,331 11 5
Trust and Special Funds ... 177,645 11 &
Loan ¥unds . 124,683 18 0
£315,666 15 11
The incrcased receipts and expenditure

handled, therefore, amounted to approxim-
ately £450,000. Will anrone say it was not
necessary to puab in another officer to attend
to thosc payments? As a matter of fact,
the actual payments into congolidated
revenue increased last vear by £34,397, and
the expenditure by £13,338, so that the net
increase in consolidated revenue veceipts
last ycar as compared with the previous
year was £21,069. KEvery penny plece of
those amounts had to be handled by the
cashier. The Public Service Conimissioner
made a thorough investigation of the depart-
ment.,  Any hon. member who has been a
member of the Cabinet huldlmo a depau~
ment in the past will realise that when the
Public Scrvice Commissioner makes an
examination of a depariment it is donv ina
thorough manner. It is not just done in a
haphazard way. It is @ job that is entrusted
to cxpeuen(‘ed officers. The result of that
investigation is shown in this vete by pro-
vision for certain additional officers who
had to be appointed.

First of all T have exposed what may be
termed, if not the dishonest advocaev of
the hon. member for West Moreton, then
the manner in which he mnade his statement.
He knows that his statement wus not correct.
He did not advise this Commites that the
appropriation for the Land Court officers
for the first time appeared in the vote for
the Chief Office.

Mr. Mamgr: It is your job to explain that
to the Committee, not mine.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Of course we all know that when the hon.
member gets up to make a speech he simply
does so to satisfy his cwn mind.

Mr. Mager: That is what I want to do.
(Interjectiouns.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

The hon. member’s case caunot be a very
good one, because he will not allow mem-
bms of this Committee to get a true view
of it. I will adduce Further proof that the
reorganisation of the department not only
had the attention of the Public Service
Commissioner but the State Service Union
also. If hon. members vefer to the * State
Service” of 30th September, 1935, on page
16 they will sce the following statement :—
“The Lands Department has now
scttled down after the disturbance. We
feel it will be a better place for the
reorganisation and reclassification.”

Hom. P, Pegse.]
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I want to say as head of the department that
{ have now got a complete reorganisation
of my department and its sub-departments,
and I feel, as the official organ of the State
Service Union states, that the department is
now a better place because of the reorgani-
sation and reclassification. To show what
was meant so far as my cfficers are ccn-
cerned

Mr. Maugr interjected.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
‘he hon. member has had his say, and I
am going to have mine, 1 desire this Com-
mittee to know . the true position. He is
always wrong, he is not fair and now I am

showing where he was wrong.

In regard to the reclassification, twenty-
four appeals were lodged. Of these ten were
upheld unanimously, and three by a majority,
and eleven were dismissed. While those
appeals were being heard the heads of the
sub-departments had to be available to give
ovidence before the Appeal Board and the
result was we lost at least three weeks of
the time of these officers. As the *‘ State
Service” says, the reorganisation of the
department and all its branches has been
comp]eted I agree with what is said in
the journal. The department to-day is efli-
cient from top to bottom, and I am satisficd
that every employee In that department is
carning his or her salary.

I also desire to reply to statements made
by the hon. member for Hamilton. He first
of all took me to task for pointing out—
it is my duty to this Committee and to
the people of Queensland to do—exactly what
the position is regarding the lands of the
State. The hon. member for Hamilton also
was not fair in his criticism. He said that
I said there was practically no more land
in Queensland for settlement, and then he
proved that I did not make that statement,
because—I will give him his due—he read
out what I did say and that proves that
what he first said I said was incorrect. I
concluded my remarks on Tuesday by
raying—

“I have 48,000,000 acres in Queensland
unoccupied, ‘of which 10,000,000 are, in
the opinion of my ofﬁcers inferior lands
and there are 38,000, 000 acres of land
left which is sufficient to settle a consider-
able number of people. That area is a
fine asset for dairying and agricultural
farming.”

What I intended to convey and what I did
convey—and the hon. member read my actual
statement——was that there is no further land
in Queensland available for pastoral and
grazing occupation. That is what T said
and that is what I wanted to convey.

Mr. RusseLn: You did not say that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I did say that and I will read what I did
say. It was that of the total land in occupa-
tion of this State 57.02 per cent. was under
pastoral occupation and 18.79 per cent. under
grazing occupation, making a total of 75.81
per cent. under pastoral and grazing occupa-
tion. That is what I said. I pointed out
that the total under pastoral and grazing
occupation was 325,250,000 acres out of an
arca for the whole State of 429,000,000 acres.
I want the people of this State to realise
the situation. We have reached saturation
point regarding pastoral land and grazing
land, as things stand. Will anyone say that
325,250,000 acres out of a total of 429,000,000
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Is not a tremendous portion of this State?
I have a map in my office that shows the
different tenures in different colours, and
I invite hon. members to look at it. They
will see that practically all the unoccupied
land is in the far North. That represents
the 48,000,000 acres.

Anyone who has travelled over Queensland
1ea11sea its tremendous area, and I think
it is a great tribute to the depaltment—not
only of to-day, because we are only finishing
the job-—that it has carried out its duties and
dealt with various difficulties in the way
it has. Anyone who studies our land settle-
ment from its inception and realises that
325,250,000 acres of this State’s land are
occupled under pastoral and grazing leases
will realise what wonderful work the depart-
ment and the administration in the past
have done.

I want to impress on the Committee that
the hon. member for Hamilton was wrong
when he said that I said there was no more
land available for settlement, because he
stated when he came to quote my speech
that I had said that there were 38,000,000
acrss, That area is entirely in Northern
Qmemlor.d from Mackay north. Those

8,600,000 acres are left after eliminating the
10,000 00 acres that the department has
classed as uninhabitable. That area of
28,000,000 acres is still available for settle-
ment, which proves that there is plenty of
land available for the Immigrants it is
desired to bring out—and that land includes
some of the finest dairying land in the State.
I invite the hon. member for Hamilton or
any other hon. member who desires to
observe the growth of settlement in Queens-
land to examine the map I have in my office.
I wish to remove entirely the impression
that may have been created bv the remarks
of the hon. member for Hamilton that the
Premier went overseas and asked for immi-
grants, but there was no land here to put
them on. I have pointed out there is an
area of 38,000,000 acres, which will be suffi-
cient to settle all the immigrants who may
wish to come here.

Ax OprostTioN MEMBER :
York?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Much of this land is in the Palmerston and
Eungella areas. The hon. member is decry-
ing the land of the State. Thirty-eight
thousand acres stlll remain, which the depart—
ment points out is the finest land in Aus-
tralia. To a certain extent it is remote.
The Tory Governments of the past adopted
unfair tactics and did nothing for North
Quecnsland. The Governments of the past,
more especially Tory Governments, did not
consider the opcmng up of any land that was
not within ‘‘cooee” of Brisbane. The pre-
sent Government consider the whole of the
State and are now developing the lands in
the North which, as I have said, are some
of the finest lands not merely in Queensland
but in Australia. With 38,000,000 acres of
land to develop we certamly have any
amount of Jand for any person who desires
to come and settle in Queensland from over-
seas or anywhere else. We have this large
area of land available for dairying or mixed
farming, but—I say it emphatically—as
regards pastoral and grazing lands Queens-
land has reached saturation point. I desire
to correct the hypocritical attitude the
hon. member for Hamilton has taken up.
He has adopted again this dishonest habit.

And go to Cape
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The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. RusseLL: I rise to a point of order.
The hon. gentleman is not right when he

says I made a dishonest statement. I was
not dishonest in any shape or form.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

member for Hamilton denles he made any
dishonest statement and I hope the Secre-
tary for Public Lands will accept his denial.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Very well, but I desire to point out that it
was most unfair for the hon. member to
say what he did regarding land settlement
generally, because the main difficulty in the
Depeutment of Public Lands arises from the
fact that the great majority of applications
received by the department are for pastoral
areas. As I have said, it is not so much the
urge for dairying and mixed farming lands
that we are worrying about. With the open-
ing up of the areas in the North we can
samst these demands, but we cannot satisfy
the demand for pastoral lands. We have
not got such lands and one of the reasons
is the fact that the Government of which
the hon. member for Hamilton was one of
the prominent representatives extended for
ten years the leases of 13,000,000 acres of the
best pastoral country in Qucensland Had
that Government not made this extension
of leases, we should have been able to do
our duty by the youths of Queensland who
desires to go on pastoral land. That Govern-
ment deliberately tied up for many years
13,000,000 acres of the best pastoral country
in the Htete and the result is that the
demands of new settlers who require such
land cannot be met. The past Government,
by not making proper resumptions, failed in
their duty to the State. That has been a
vital issue and is one of the reasons why
0 many members on the Government
benches, including Mr. Speaker and the
Attorney-General, were returned unopposed
at the last elections. The electors of the
pastoral arcas realise that only a Labour

Government will give them a fair deal. They
resent the unfair treatment they received
when the Opposition were in office. An area

of 13,000,000 acres would certainly have given
the dopa]tmenf a useful amount for pastoral
occupation, Hon. members must realise
that that is the position.

There is plenty of land for mixed ferming
and dairying, but how could an immigrant
go into these industries? He would have
to have a fair amount of capital. Dairying
land cannot be taken up and cleared Wxthouc
a fair amount of capital. In placing
unemployed on the land there will have to
be considered not only the question of pro-
viding suitable land but also that of provid-
ing the necessary finance to kecp them there.
That is a tremendous problem. The money
is not available. Hon. members opposite
have already complained about the deficit in
the finances of the State. Where can the
Government find the necessary money for
these new settlers? We are thus restricted
in any land settlement scheme for the unem-
ployed. If we place men on new land, we
must provide them with capital, and without
money we cannot do that.

The hon. member for Hamilton tried to
make excuses for the Federal Government.
tIe mentioned the sugar industry and said
that the workers in Australia generally were
against the Sugar Agreement. That state-
ment is quite untrue. Fvery hon. member
who knows anything about the sugzar embargo
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and the protection that the industry has
received from the Federal Government must
admit that the one orgarisation in Queens-
land that has stood shoulder to shoulder with
the sugar interests in their agitation for
that cmbargo is the Australian Workers’
Union. The Australian Workers’ Union—
the organisation that represents the workers
in the sugar industry—at cvery Federal con-
vention for years past, passed a motion
standing up for the sugar embargo. So
that the organised workers of Australia are

unanimous in their agreement ‘with the
embargo, which cnables us to keep our
men on sugar lands. KEveryone who has

followed the history of the sugar industry
must realise that Labour’s policy alone made
this embargo possible,

One industry that is causing my depart-
ment much concern is that of cotton grow-
ing. We are having tremendous difficulty
in keeping the men on the land in the
Burnectt, Theodore, and Callide areas. The
hon. member for Hamilton said that the
Federal Government have done nothing but
good for the cotton industry. I would
inforrn him that under the protection pre-
viously given to the cotton industry the
purchasers of cotton were able to pay the
growers a flat rate of 5d. a lb. There was
a gunarantced price of 5d. a lh. under the
Federal Labour Administration, and we in
turn were able to obtain a fine return from
our land. The price has dropped over 2d. a
1b. to-day under a Federal Tory Govern-
ment. The result is that several settlers from
the Burnett and Theodore arcas find that
they are unable to pay their land rent, let
alonc the dues to the Agricultural Bank.
They are absclutely down and out. When
the price was 5d. a lb. the growers were
able to pay their rents and the dues to the
bank.

Myr. Branp: That was quite a good guar-
antee.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

It was a splendid guarantee, and it was
Labour’s legislation that made it possible.
Quecnsland is the great cotton growing
State of Australia. Cotton is only grown
to a very small extent in other States. The
problem has now become onc for Parlia-
ment. It is the duty of Parliament to sce
that the setilers on the Burnett, Callide, and
Theodore areas are not forced to go out
of the industry because of the low price
ruling. It is certainly a tremendous drop—
3d. to-day as against bd. in the early days.
How am I to keep those 1,500 or 1,600
settlers on the land in the Burnett, Callide,
and Theodore areas? KEveryone can see
the worrics we have to contend with.
Everyone will realise that the Common-
wealth Government have not done their
duty. Imagine allowing the price of
cotton to the grower to drop 2d. a lb., and
taking mno action! The only action taken
was taken by the Premier of this State
when he was abroad and put the case for
Queensland so admirably. If hon. members
read the report of Mr. Webster, who con-
trols the cotton ginnery, they will realise
where the blame lies. I blame the Iederal
Government for allowing the price of cotton
to fall 2d. a 1b. This is going to be a very
serious matter, I am faced with dues owing
in the Burnett and Callide areas to the
extent of £30,000 or £40,000. The Agricul-
tural Bank has advanced a considerable sum
of money in those areas, and in the end the

Hon. P. Pease.]
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State is go'ng to suffer. Those seftlers are
not able to pay. TUnless something is done,
T do not know what will happen.

It is the object of the Government to keep
people on the land who are already there,
I blame the present Federal Government
for their inaction. Take the timber indus-
try. Only the other day we had to send
an officer of the department to the South
to fight a case against the rcmoval of the
protection on certain classes of timber.
Several exploiters of timber, in the Southern
States particularly, desired to import timber
cheaply from overseas. They did not care
what they paid for that timber, nor did they
care if the persons growing or handling that
timber made a living. All they were con-
cerned with was to make a profit. They
wanted to import the timber into this country
cheaply to the detriment of Australia and
Queensland. I had to detail an officer of
my department to go South and fight this
effort for a removal of the protection. The
hon. member for Hamilton said, * Look
what the Federal Government have done for
the timber industry.” We are very con-
cerned abdut its position. We are constantly
going into the question in order to preserve
the oxisting standards of the timber trade.
From time to time hon. members will see
photographs in the papers of ship loads of
log timber coming here from various coun-
tries of the world to the detriment of our
industry. The duty on timber is very low
at the present time. We have to face
the intercsts that are out to make a profit
out of imported timber and destroy the
meagre protection we have got. It is only
the State of Queensland that is fighting.

The hon. member for Hamilton also spoke
about the Irrigation and Water Supply
Sub-Department. I should like to advise
him and other members of this Committee
that a complete reorganisation has been
made of it. Possibly the member for West
Moreton, when we come to that vote,
will want to krow why we have sixty-one
officers as against forty-three. The position
is that we have given to it the control of
the Theodore, Burnett, and Callide areas.
There is a great deal of irrigation in the
Burnett and Callide areas. We have
co-ordinated its work under a very capable
engineer, Mr. C. E. Parkinson. Members
generally must agree that in Mr. Parkin-
son we have a most capable engineer, who
has a capable staff. If prohlems are to be
effectively tackled in the interests of the
hon. member for West Moreton and other
members of the community, the staff must
be increased. How can we investigate all
the problems submitted by hon. members
on both sides of the Chamber if we do not
engage a capable staff for the purpose?
For the past eight months officers of the
sub-department have been actively engaged
in selecting focations where water facilities
mav be established on the stock routes of
the State. Whenever an hon. member
submits a matter to the sub-department for
consideration, an officer is immediately
made available to go into the matter.
Approximately £500,000 of subsidised loans
has been made available throughout the
State for the purhose of providing water
facilities. The staff of the sub-department
is increased this year to sixty-one for the
reasons that I have already stated.

1 should like hon. members to realise that
the department has ample land available on
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casy terms in North Queensland for dairy-
ing and mixed farming purposes, but there
is no new land south of Mackay that the
Government could make available. One hon.
member opposite in referring to undeveloped
freehold land—the Government have no con-
trol over it—really drew attention to the
danger of the freehold system and the bene-
fit of Labour’s policy of perpetual lecase.
The undeveloped freehold land in close
proximity to the city of Brisbane is really
held by speculators. ~ That is the evil result
of the policy for which hon. members
opposite stand and which they claimm to be
in the best interests of the State Y have
already pointed out that if we had nct
adhered to our policy of perpetual lease
we could not have extended a large mecasura
of financial assistance to Crown tenants.
Hon. members opposite have also asked
about the prospects of utilising undevolopad
freehold land in the southern parts of the
State. Millions of acres are involved but
they cannot be made available for sciticment
because thev are held under the pernicious
system of freehold. Hon. membors opposite
cannot have it both ways. The Government
cannot control freehold land unless they
resume 1t, and we have no funds for that
purpo=e, cven if we desired to do so. If
we did attempt to resume the land without
cash payment there would immediately be
an outery of “ repudiation™ from hon.
members  opposite. I could drive hon.
members opposite to thousands of acres
of unoccupied frechold land in close
proximity to Brisbane for which the owners
are asking exorbitant prices that the public
cannot afford to pay. We cannot comply
with the request of hon. members cpposite to
assume control of freehold land that has
been removed from our jurisdiction by their
pernicious policy of freehold. Again they
have proved the wisdom of Labour’s policy
of perpetual lease.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [11.33
am.j: I was very pleased to hear the
Minister reply so effectively to the eriticism
by the hon. member for West Moreton.
The Tstimates clearly set out why the staff
of the head office has been increased. There
is a special note at the bottom of the page
which deals with certain expenditure previ-
ously voted under Land Court. The trouble
in  connection with the staff of this
department is not the increase in the staff,
it is in the high salaries paid to the high-
placed officials. I do not think that there is
any other Government department where the
administrative overhead expenses are as
heavy as they are in this. Kven when the
Moore Government were reducing wages and
salaries so drastically, and the Chairman of
the Land Administration Board, Mr. Payne,
was struggling along on a salary of £1,500
per annum, the Moore Government increased
his salary to £1,750 per annum. They gave
him an increase 1n salary of £5 a week. He,
and one or two other officers were the only
officers to receive increases in salary from
the Moore Government. Probably he was
to be used in connection with the extension
of pastoral leases and it was desirable to
placate his feelings.

I desire to point out that there are nine
senior officers of the Department of Public
Lands who receive more money in salary
than nine Ministers of the Crown. I also
wish to point out that the three members of
the Land Administration Board receive
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£4.100 per annum, and that in the depart-
ment therc are two other officers who receive
£800 per annum each. The Chief Asse.sor
gets £750, the Chairman of the Timber
Advisory Committee £875, the Surveyor-
General £1,000, the Engineer in Charge of
Irvigation and Water Supply £1,000, and
in addition three members of the Land
(Court receive £1,000 each. I did not include
the three members of the Land Court in
the salaries of the nine officiuls aircady
mentioned, because they are members of a
judicial body, and a court of revivw. If we
include one of these members we fiud that
ten officers of the department receive more
by way of salary than do the Premier and
the other nine members of the Cabinet.

The Government acted very wisely and
the Minister in charge of these listimates
is to be commended upon putting through
the veclassification scheme which has just
been consumnmated. It does give somc
amelioration of their conditions to the junior
officers of the department. When the Moore
Government were in power these officers
agitated for a considerable time to have
their classifications reconsidered and new
classifications made, but under the policy
of that Government no application for an
increase in salary or move for recliassification
was considered. The Minister has got to
grips with the problem and has endeavoured
to do the right thing by the junior officers.
Unfortunately—and 1 make this statement
with full realisation of what it means—in
the past too much favouritism has been
shown by the ten or a dozen men at the
head of the department’s affairs. I say
definitely that had it not been for the deci-
sions on the appeals to the Public Service
Appeal Board against a number of the
appointments under the reclassification
scheme this favouritism would have resulted
in the penalisation of a considerable number
of men. Let me say in passing that the
Public Service Commissioner and depart-
mental heads are generally right in their
selection of officers for vacant positions. I
have sat as a member on the Public Ser-
vice Appeal Board and during my period
I voted to uphold more appointments than
I did against them. I have great confidence
in the Public Service Commissioner doing
the right thing.

Let us review the results of the appeals
dealt with by the board. During the year
1933-34 twenty appeals were heard. Only
three were won by the appellants, that is to
say, three appellants were held to be entitled
to the appointments they appealed against.
In 1934-35, of fifteen appeals, four were
won by unanimous decisions and two by
majority decisions, But what do we find
in relation to the appeals against the appoint-
ments made under the reclassification of
the Department of Public Lands? Twenty-
four were lodged and of this number ten
were won by a unanimous decision. The
board consisted of Mr. A. H. O’Kelly, Police
Magistrate, Rockhampton, sitting as chair-
man, with Mr. F. llsop as Commis-
sioner’s representative, and Mr. C. R. Muhl-
dorff, officers’ representative. These are
three men of integrity, capable of deciding
what was the right thing. These three
gentlemen agreed that the Land Adminis-
tration Board and the committee that made
the recommendations for appointment had
not done the right thing in ten instances.
It is a shocking commentary on the efficiency
of the heads of that department, and of
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their knowledge of the relative merits of
the officers in that section of the service.

Mr. Melville was the acting chairman of
the Land Administration Board. The chair-
man, Mr. Payne, was away and I want to
mention that in fairness to him. Mr. Melville
stated when giving evidence that he had a
thorough knowledge of the Land Acts. If any
hon. member in this Chamber takes the
trouble to read the transcript of the notes of
the proceedings at those appeals he will
realise what a limited knowledge Mr. Mel-
ville had of the Land Acts of this State.
The appointments were a poor commentary
on those responsible for them; and I venture
to say that if junior officers had make the
mistakes and were responsible for the bung-
ling for which some of the high administra-
tive officers were responsible in connection
with those appointments they would have
been severely dealt with.

The Secrerary ror Pusric Laxps: Mr.
Payne dealt with the reorganisation.

My, W. J. COPLEY: He did up te a
point. The chairman of the Land Adminis-
tration Board, I understand, was not present
when these positions were filled.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
done before he left.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: I am not charging
Mr. Melville wrongly. Mr. Melville was the
responsible representative of the board that
went into the witness-box to give evidence
to justify the appointments. He took full
responsibility for what he did, and the
Appeal Board, by its decision, demonstrated
that much bungling had occurred.

Mr. EDWARDS (Vanango) [11.42 a.m.]}:
This is undoubtedly a very important ques-
tion, and it is refreshing to note that hon.
members are taking a keen interest in it.
Unfortunately, the Minister appeared to
endeavour to make as much political capital
for himself and the party to which he belongs
when discussing this vote, and that is entirely
wrong of him. The Minister should confine
himse!f to relating what the position is in
regard to land matters. There has been very
little criticism of the administration of the
department on this side of the Committee.
The hon. member who just resumed his seat
has indulged in more criticism of the depart-
ment than all the hon. members on this side
of the Chamber who have spoken.

I am very pleased that the Minister has
clecared up the matter of the amount of
Jand available for sclcction. I do not krnow
whether the hon. gentleman made himself
quite so clear the other day, because
undoubtedly hen. members received a differ-
ent impression—as did the Press—from that
which the Minister savs he intended to
create. I think I am right in saying that
one statement appeared in the Press under
the heading, ‘“ No more land available for
selection,”” It iz well that that impression
shculd be removed., berause it would b
detrimental to Queensland if that statement
were broadcast in the other States and
overseas,

The difficulties that beset the man on the
land are many and varied. I was pleased
to hear the Minister remark that the pro
ducer was, after all, the backbore of the
country. That is undoubtedly true, and
although it has been stated by Government
members that the city represents the arms
and legs. the backbone is the vital portion
of the organism. It is our duty to deal with

Mr. Edwards.)
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the condivicns affecting settlers in this State
at the present time. It is a question that
requires a great deal of concentration and
serious thought in order to discover the best
means of bmtumg the position. If the con-
ditions were as they should be the position
of the settlers would right itself once they
were placed on the land.

So far as small areas are concerned the
frechold versus leasehold tenure controversy
arises. The Secretary for Public Lands has
set forth the policy of the Government,
which is, of course, the policy of the Labour
Party. The question has arisen each year,
but would it not be wise to analyse it still
further? Holders of large areas are aware
that some day po1t10ns of their holdings
will fall back to the Crown, and consequently
are in favour of freehold tenurc. fPeople
living on the land should be encouraged
to erect a home. From time to time we
hear it said, ** The whole of the land beolongs
to the whole of the people.” Up to a cer-
txin point that statement may be correct,
but any persou who goes on the land must
have some security for the result of his
labours. A lease for a term of ninety-nine
vears may be all right, because that is a
definite title to the holder. The land belongs
to him, and certainly does not belong to the
whole of the neople any more than freehold
land. After all, freehold land can be taxed
ot resumed. This has been done, and con-
sequently there is very little in the argument
put forward. But let us take two adjacent
sclections, one held on frechold tenure and
the other on perpetual lease tenure. Should
the holders of these areas apply to the
Agricultural Bank or any other financial
institutions for assistance, the Secretary
for Public Lands and other hon. members
know full well that the holder of the {ree-
hold tenure will receive some consideration
whereas the application made by the holder
of the leasehold property runs every risk of
being turned down.

In my opinion the agricultural farm tenure
is the best forn: of terure for small areas
that has ever been brought forward. but
unfortunately—and Governments of different
shades of polmcal opinion are equally io
blame—the unimproved value has been sct
too high. T am aware of inst
this has happened not only under Labour
Governments, where land was selected at
from 30s. to £2 an acre, according to
quality. However, owing to the large num-
ber of applications for these seloctions at
the commencement the price of the few
selections remaining were increased to £5.
It will thus be secen that the sclectors of
the latter arcas were in difficulties at the
very commencement. These remarks apply
also so far as perpctual leaseholds are con-

cerned. The valuation is at too high a
figure. Of course, hon. members know that
it is immaterial whether there iz a low

valuation and a high rate or a low rate and
a high wvaluation. This iz the basis on
which the Crown works. It is quite trae
that at the present time, owing to tho grave
difficulties that have besct manv of the
settlers on the perpetual leasehold areas,
the Crown is reducing the valuation to a
great extent, and also the rent. In order to
show how agricultural farm tenure compares
with perpetual lease tenure, allow me to
take a good district like my own.

Mr. Kixg: Did you say
[My. Edwards.

73

good 7 ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Mr. EDWARDS: Yes, a good distriet
such as my own and one well developed.
Follow ‘thie increase in the wunimproved
valuations of the land over the last fifteen
vears. Other than road facilities—which
the pecople obtain through the local authori-
ties—the unimproved value of the land
should alwavs remain the same. The valucr
sees area after arca with iles and miles
of well cultivated land—cultivated at great
expense and sacrifice in many cases—and he
bagses his unimproved valuation on con-
ditions as he secs them. That method is
wrong. He cannot base it on conditions as
they originally existed. Xe sees beautiful
farms and estimates the unimproved value

accordingly. That is the danger in per-
petual leasehold. Reappraisemment  every
fifteen vyears is not quite fair. Valuation

based on the conditions existing at such
periods has the effect of making perpetual
leasehold land dearer than land held under
agricultural farm tenure. The Moorse
Government passed an Act providing for an
agricultural farm tenure of forty years.
The settler under that Act was not faced

with the prospect of having his rent
doubled at the end of a twenty-year
period.  Unfortunately, however, certain

wording was placed in the Act euabhng the
Department of Public Lands to refuse an
extension of the lease unless the settler
could prove that hardship had been caused.
That wording has prevented many men
from obtaining relief, and I suggest that
the Government be very careful when
framing any new Bills, to see that they are
worded in such a way as to ensure that
they will have the desired effect.

When we examine the question, we see
that the difficuity is not with the man on
the land. He is doing his job. The difficulty
is that he still has to pay practically the
same overhead costs as he did when prices
were three times as high as they now are.
An examination of the facts will disclose
how that position is created. Customs duty
is one item. The primary producer must
import a big percentage of the material
that is used for the development of his
area. He pays direct Customs duty on
that, but if he purchases an Australian
product he is recally no better off. The
Australian manufacturer charges a price
equal to the landed cost of the imported
article, plus customs duty. Therefore, the
man on the land has to pay for that. He has
to carry out actual improvements on the
land without producing anything, and you
will find that he is beset with overhead
costs all along the line, and until we can
reduce those overhead costs to some extent,
we shall not be able to get out of our
present difficulties. We have only to look
at the position of many clients of the
Agricultural Bank., and realize the number
of foreclosures during last year to appreciate
the grave difficulties of the man on the
land. Of course. when he is in difficulties,
the State is in difficulties. Much has been
said in this Chamber to the effect that
general conditions are better, but no
one would be so foolish as to say that they
are not better now than they were during
the depth of the dcpression—mnevertheless,
we have to admit, and we should be fair
enough to admit, that that improvement
has been in the main due to borrowed
money. The position of the man on the
land is not better. The Minister should
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try to eliminate costs. 1 disagree very
often with arguments put forward from the
other side of the Assembly.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
too.

Mr. EDWARDS: Possibly so, nevertheless
there is one thing we should realise. It is
one thing to fix high wages, it is another
for the country to pay them. It is impor-
tant to see that the country is able to bear
these costs, and to see that they are just in
the interests of the people who are on the
land and in the interests of the people who
are developing the State.

I want to discuss the position in regard
to our forests. I realise that there has
been a large development in the sale of our
timber. That is true not merely here, but
all over Australia. In Melbourne it is
impossible to obtain a carpenter to put a
board in a house.

Mr. Hivton: And it is more pronounced
in Queensland.

Mr. EDWARDS: No. In Victoria there
has been a rapid growth in the number of
buildings being constructed. I know the
position. I wish to mention the position in
regard to some of our lands now held for
forestry purposes, The hon. the Minister
has interested himself in certain areas in
my own electorate, and I know in other
areas as well. I have in mind the Yarra-
man, Blackbutt, and Nanango districts.
Public inquiries have been made from time
to time with the object of reclassifying the
land and making a portion available for
closer settlement. Speaking from memory,
I believe that the last report on the area
was issued by the Land Administration
Board, on which the Forestry Sub-Depart-
ment is represented. I urge the Minister
to give serious consideration to what I have
said, particularly in the interests of the
settlers now living within the area. They
have to contend with very serious difficulties,
especially in combating marsupials, noxious
weeds, and other pests. Financially they
are unable to fence against the marsupial
or to resist the invoads of noxious weeds.
The Minister should consider the matter
from every angle. I hold the view that
much of the land could be more economically
used for agricultural purposes than refores-
tation, This area was portion of my elec-
torate from 1920 to 1923, it was then
excluded, but was again included at the
last elections. Upon my return to that area
I was sorry to hear the same arguments
that had beer used years before on the
question whether the land should be retained
for forestry or used for agricultural pur:
poses.

It is contended by practical timber men
who have lived in the area and watched
the growth of timber that the Forestry Sub-
department acts unwisely in destroying all
the young growth when it decides to replant
the area after the bigger timber has been
removed. It has been the practice of the
department to cut out all the small pine
before replanting the area, but these prac-
tical men have expressed the opinion that
it would be preferable to allow the small
timber to continue to grow and thus resist
the undergrowth to some extent, They are
of the opinion that it would be in the best
interests of the State to rely on the natural
regeneration instead of destroying the young
timber, thereby providing a splendid oppor-
tunity for the development of undergrowth,

And that side
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and possibly bush fires. Again 1 ask the
Minister to give the matter very serious
consideration. There arc a certain number
of settlers in the district at the present time,
and in their interests a portion of the area
should be made available for closer settle-
ment, so that they may enjoy the benefits
of roads and schools and other social
advantages so necessary for people struggling
on the land.

The Minister regards the primary producer
as the backbone of the country, but he should
assist him to justify that reputation by
administering the affairs of Queensland in
his interests. When primary products are
grown they must be conveyed by railway
to the city and then carted to the market.
Practically every other department is in
some way indirectly affected by the policy and
prosperity of this department. Thercfore,
its administration is of great importance.
The Department of Agriculture is closels
associated. I hope the Minister will realise
the present position of settlers, and instead
of looking to them for an improvement of
the land position he will lend some assist-
ance in the direction of cutting overhead
costs, which are very burdensome at the
present time.

Mr. HEALY (Warwick) [12.6 p.m.]: I am
pleased to have this opportunity of paying
a tribute to the officers of the department
for their very efficient administration. After
listening for the past few wecks teo the
many heated debates in this Chamber, it
was quite refreshing to see that on this
vote at least one member of the Opposition
was big enough to pay a tribute where it
was due. I was impressed with the well
merited eulogy of the Minister by the hon.
member for Isis, to whose capable admin-
istration of this department he paid a
compliment. I heartily endorse his senti-
ments.

The future of a young country like
Queensland to a great extent depends on
the land policy of the Government and its
sympathetic administration. In this regard
the Government and the Minister have
achieved results of which they may well fecl
proud. Not only is much of our progress
dependent on land settlement; relief of
unemployment can also in a measure he
attributed to the sound administration of
the department.

It is amusing to hear the argument of
hon. members opposite on that hardy old
annual, the frcehold versus leasehold con
troversy. We on this side of the Committee
have always roundly condemned the policy
of freehold tenure. At election after election
we have placed the policy of leasehold tenure
in the forefront of our programme. In view
of the fact that for seventeen out of the past
twenty years the electors have endorsed that
policy, surely 1t is time that our friends
oppesite gave freehold tenure a decent
burial and gave us some new conceptions
when this vote comes up for consideration!

It is seldom that I find myself in accord
with the hon, member for Dalby, but 1
must confess that I agree with his remarks
on this vote regarding the serious menace
of the Alsatian dog to the sheep industry.
I would not go so far as the hon, member,
and say that the life of a sheep is more
valuable than the life of a city child, but
I say quite sincerely the Alsatian is a menace
to both man and beast. We have already
definite evidence in Queensland that the

Mr. Healy. ]
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Alsatian will cross with the dingo. The
adoption of a careless attitude in regard
to the Alsatian will have serious reper-
cussions on the sheep indurtry. Before this
danger increases I strongly recommend the
Minister to bring down legislation for the
compulsory sterilisation of a“. Alsatian dogs
with a view to their ultimate total banish-
ment.

There is another problem affected by this
vote that is also a serious menace to the
grazing interests, that is, the dingo menace.

Quite recently the hon. member for Car-
narvon and I met a deputation from the
Warwick branch of the United Graziers
Association, members of which pointed out
to us the extent of the menace in the southern
and south-western portions of this State. It
was suggested to us that we should represont
to the Government the necessity for increas-
ing the height of the present rabbit-pr
fece in order that aveas in th
adjacent to the New South Wule Loxdm
micht by protected from the javasion aof
dmg from New South Wales. The present
fence iz 4 feet in height, and it is suggested
by men who have a knowledge of thes:
matters that 2 feet should be added to the
height in order to afford protection from
that invasion. One sheep man in the
wick electorate has lest 100 she.p o

ke last six months, and anothu 150 in 1‘10
last twelve months, as a result of aitacks by
dingoes. Judging by those “gures, it wou
appear that the losses in that p:z
State from the dingo are very con
It is claimed by the owner of a
property in my clectorate that if

1
10¢

skoep
st
fence were crected the property could carry

from 3,000 to 4,000 more sheep. That cou-
dition must apply throughout that portion
of the State; wo that, if the sheep men could
get protection from the dingo, the carrying
capacitv of Queensland weuld be increascd,
and the national wealth of the State
increased. I ask the Minister to look nt this
matter from a national point of view. The
axpenditure that would be invelved in carry-
ing out this work would bz just'fied.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroore) [12.13 pm.7: 1
realise the difficulties confronting the Minis-
tor, especially in regurd to the tariff on
cotton. T do not intend to justify the action
of the Federal Government in any shape or
form. I consider that by their manipulation
of the taviff they have injured the industry
in this State. The same condition cf affairs
existed when the McCormack Government
wers in power, and what applied then applies
to-day. T wish to make clear what the
positicn was when the Moore (fovernment
assumed office. We played the game to such
an extent thai the cotton industry never
enjoyed two better years in its history. If
it were not for the excellent and efficient
system  established by the manager of the
Board, I venture to say the growess would
be as badly off to-day as they were under
the MecCormack regime.

I have an official statement that T shall
read that will convey some idea of the cood
work dene by the Moore Government. When
we came into power we guarahteed 54, a lb.
to the cotton-growers, and distributed £30.000
amongst them straight away. \’V(~ realised
that would not carry them on for long, and
it would be necessary that they should have
a bountr. The depression intervened and
we had no money available; but we made
representations to the Federal Government.

[Mr. Healy.
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I represented the Moore Government in the
negotiations, and discussed with leading
members of the Federal Country Party what
would be the best thing to do. We arranged
to meet the Acting Minister for 'Trade and
Customs, Mr. Forde, and we did so. The
result was that beneficial legislation was
passed and we got pretection.  The cotton
bounty came up, as it was due to expire in
the following wyear, 1930. On the 20th
February, 1930, I had an interview with the
officers of the Commonwealth Department in
conjunction with my own officers. We met
Mr. Scullin and Mr. Forde in Canberra,
and had a tentative discussion as to whether
the Federal Government were likely to
extend the existing bounty, subsititute a
bounty on another scale, or allow the legisla-
tion to become inoperative by elliuxion of
time in 1931, The Commonwealth Minister
gave ¢n as:urance that sympathetic con-
sideration would be given to the introducticn
of a new Bounty Act, subject to the State
Government’s doing something to assist the
industry—at that time we had in mind the
purchase of the oil mill and ginneries from

the British Australian Cotton Association,
Limited-—and subject also to something
being done to stabilise the business as

between the Cotton Board, representing the
growers, and the cotton spinuers, who, of
course, were the buyers of raw cotton.

On the afternoon of the 20th February,
1930, a large conference was held, at which
all the sections of the industry were repre-
sented.  The Queensland Cotton Board was
represented by its very able and efficient
manager. There were also present the direc-
tors of the various cotton mills, who pur-
chased their raw material from all parts of
the world. We endeavoured to induce them
to fill their requirements with Australian
cotton.  The Queen<land Department of
\griculture was represented by the Under
Secretary. ithe Director of Marketing, and
myself.  After a long discussion we decided
to proveed ou sound lines, and the proposals
I had received from the Moore Government
were presented to the Acting Minister for
Trade and Customsz, Mr. Forde, who accepted
them. Thst put the cotton industry on a
sound footing.

There are only a few minutes left for me
to speak under the Standing Ovders, and I
5h<lll have to deal with a few of the details
as quickly a= pessible, From 1932 the bounty
on (’otton was to be reduced on a diminizh-
ing scale, as follows:—

Per 1b. of seed cotton.

d.
1932 .. .. .. 1%
1933 1L
1934 1
1935 3
1036 5

In the meantime we were relving on the
Commonwealth Government to come forward
with some pretective poliey in regard to the
import duty on cotton. The State Govern-
ment undertook to render every assistance
to the growers through the department, and
also to provide by means of a State Ciovern-

ment guarantee sufficient funds to cnable
the growers to purchase the ginnery and oil
mill. That was part of the agreeme: We
purchased the mills from the British Aus-
tlahan Cotton  Association, Idmited, for
£137.500, and guaranteed for the Cotton

Board approximately £20,000 to modernise
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the plant. The cotton-growers are, there-
fore, controlling not only their side of the
industry. but also their own cotton mills,
with absolute credit tc themselves and to
Queensland. This is the finest thing that has
ever been done for the industry, and it was
done by the Moore Government,

Hon, members on the other side must bo
fair in their criticism. The Moore Govern-
ment have bhorne the sins of the depression
and many others that we have had no right
to carry Tere is an instance in which the
Moore Government put forward a scheme of
the utmost Importance and greatest help to
the industry. It has been greatly appreciated
by all concerned in that industry. I say
that the Sccretary for Public Lands and
other responsible persons should be quite
candid and say, “ 8o far as your Govern-
ment are concerned, you did so-and-so, and
yeu deserve credit for it. We do not wang
you to carry the sins of Sir Henry Gullet.”
Personally, I have no time at all for Sir
Henry Gullet, because, although I went to
Canberra and certainly got a modification, no
thanks were due to Sir Henry Gullet. I had
to make use of all the political strings I could
pull. T had to make use of Dr. Earle Page
and Mi. Bruce and Mr. Lyons in order to
get some concession, and even then Queens-
land received only a small concession. The
Moore Government did everyshing that was
possible, and the previous and present
Labour Administrations have done nothing
equal to that done by the Moore Govern-
ment.

Mr. CONRQOY (Maranoa) [12.20 p.n.]:
As a country member, 1 am naturally
brought iito very close contact with the
Minister and practically every officer of his
department. I take this opportunity of
expressing my thanks to the Secretary for
Public Lands, the officers of the Land
Administration Board, and other officers
connected  with  the department for the
excellent treatment I have received from
them in the past. Tt has been my duty to
interview them on several important matters
relating to the position of the man on the
land, and while in some cases I have not
been as successful as I should have liked, I
st say that I have always received very
favourable consideration from the Minister
and his officers.

I have listened carefully to this debate.
It seems to me that two hardy annuals are
discussed in Committee on the Estimates.
One is the controversy of frechold versus
leasehold tenure of land, and the other that
of day labour versus contract in public
works. The latter does not enter into this
debate. Freechold tenure has been very fully
discuszed in this Committee, and it is not my
intention to deal fully with it now. I should
like to point out to the members of the Com-
mittee what freehold tenure means and the
result of the frechold tenures that were
given many vears ago to very large lessees
of pastoral holdings. The greater portion of
the holdings in the Maranoa electorate are
freehold. The others arve held on lease.
That brings me to the question of closer
settlement, and I shall refer to the leases in
the Maranoa district. The railway passes
through all of the leaseholds in that district.
We had an example of what this freehold
tenure meant when the Government decided
to resume Mount Abundance. That repur-
chase was so expensive that the incoming
tenants were unable to pay the necessarily
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high rentals. There are several other hold-
ings suitable for closer settlement, but,
unfortunately, the greater portion are free-
hold, and can only be resumed on the same
conditions as Mount Abundance. It would
be almost impossible for the incoming
selector to pay the rent required.

There is a good deal of land hunger in
Qucensland. I was very pleased to hear the
Minister explaining the position to hon.
members opposite tlis morning. The impres-
sion some hon. members opposite had was
that no more land was available for settle-
ment. They took in the general phrase of
the Minister. The Minister cxplained this
morning that there was no more available
for pastoral settlement. That is very differ-
ent from land for closer settlement.

The Department of Public Lands has done
everything possible to assist the men on the
land—the men whom I regard as settlers on
the land. During last session this Parlia-
ment passed  The Land Act Amendment
Act of 1934.” DBefore that amendment was
introduced some men with inadequate areas
were penalised to a certain extent bocause
they could not obtain further areas unless
the land available for selection was con-
tigous or adjacent to their holdings. The
amendment of the Act was of considerable
impertance to them, because it gave them
the opportunity of applying for additional
arcas, even if the area they desired was not
adjacent or contiguous to their own hold-
ings. That was a very important matter,
because I know that in the Maranoa elec-
torate many people desired additonal areas
and were naturally entitled to them because
the areas they weic on did not constitute
living areas. Owing to the conditions that
previouslv existed they were unable to
obtain additional areas.

I have heard the hon. members for War-
wick, Waurrego, and Dalby deal with the
much-discus guestion of the Alsatian dog.
I shall not say that I have always felt a
dislike for the Alsatian, but I have regarded
the Alsatian, so far as the country districts
of Quecnsland are concerned, as a menace.
I brought the matter up in this Chamber
threc or four years ago, and I hold the same
opinion now as I held then.

At 1220 p.m.,

Mr. Kixe (Maree), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair,

Mr. CONROY : Whether the people realise
it or not, unless some control is exercised
over the Alsatian dog it is bound to become
a great menace to the interests of the
people in the country. The dog is called an
Alsatian, but its proper name 1s Wolfhound,
and I am firmly of the opinion that any
animal with the breeding of a wolf is not
fit to be at large, particularly in grazing
arcas. 1f people in the cities and large
centres of population fancy the animal as a
pet, that is a matter for them. The Minister
has stated that the question of exercising
contro]l over the Alsatian dog is primarily
one for the Federal Government, but 1
think it is also a matter for the State
Government, They should take definite
action to prohibit the keeping of Alsatian .
dogs in country areas. The hon, member
for Warwick advocated their sterilisaticn,
and that may be the best way of overcoming
the difficulty. We have not a great deal of
evidence to show that damage has been done

My, Conruy.]
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by the Alsatian dog, but the day is not far
distant when the graziers will suffer consider-
able loss through the inter-breeding of the
Alsatian with the dingo, wunless definite
action is taken to prevent it

There is a matter in connection with the
rabbit pest that I should like to bring
under the notice of the Minister. When
the Moore Government passed the Grazing
Districts Improvement Act, the Carnarvon,
Maranoa, Warrego, Mitcnell, Gregory North
and Burke Rabbit Boards were abolished.
I never regarded that as a good move,
I have read the report of the royal com-
mission that inquired into the operations of
rabbit boards, and whilst I agree that it
may have had some justification for recom-
mending that certain rabbit boards be
abolished, so far as I could see—in one or
two instances in particular—it was done
because they had failed to carry out their
work in a proper manner. That is to say,
some of the members of the board and some
of the clerks and officers had not carried
out their duties in a proper manner. But
to my way of thinking there is no reason
whv a board established for the purpose of
carrying out certain functions should be
dtOthd merely because its members or
officers have failed in the performance of
their duties. Take for instance the Maranoa
Rabbit Board. Its operations were very
unfavourably commented on by the com-
mission, That was because it did not do its
worl properly. On that account the board
was abolished. If members of a public body
do not carry out their duties in accordance
with the directions of the Act of Parliament
and the department administering it, they
should be replaced by others who will do
so. The remedy is not in abolishing, but in
re-organising it, That is the action invari-
ably taken with departments that do not
administcr the statutes as the Government
desire. No department is ever abolished; it
is reorganised. The Leichhardt Rabbit Board
iz the only board in existence in the south-
west portion of the State. As a result there
has been an almost unhindered influx
of rabbits from the South. The rabbit
boards on the southern border of the
Maranoa boundaries were also abolished.
The Leichhardt Rabblt Board is engaged in
a lone hand fight in exterminating and
checking the onward progress of this menace,
We are not doing fairly by it in its lone
fight.

Mr. Mager: You think it was a mistake
to repeal the district improvement boards?

Mr. CONROY: I am not talking about
district improvement boards, I am 1eferrmg
to the mistake made in abolishing certain
rabbit boards because they did not work
efficiently.

The following extract from the report
presented by the superintendent at a meeting

of the Leichhardt Rabbit Board, held on
1st October, 1935, lends empha51s to my
remarks :—

“ Indications now point to a heavy
breeding season ahead, with young
rabbits already much in evidence along
the fence frontage. A big increase 1s
also noticeable in the Mungallala dis-
trict, with many areas now overrun thh
the pest and rabbits even burrowing in
back yards in the township south of
the netting fence.”

That shows how serious the position is.
It is apparent that because of the increase
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in the number of rabbits and the fact that
uo board is functioning in the Maranoa
district, that they will eventually get through
the fence. Hon. members who do not live
in areas infested with rabbits cannot realise
what this would mean, If the rabbits get
through the fence of the Leichhardt Rabbit
Board there would be no board northwards
to check their onward march. The Leich-
hardt Rabbit Board has been doing wonder-
fully good work, and has ewven erected a
check fence. My contention is that it was
a great mistake in the first place to abolish
certain rabbit boards because they were
not working properly, and that its members
should have been replaced by those who
were prepared to do their duty according to
the Act. If that had been done the influx
of rabbits in the Maranoa district would
have bcen checked. ’

Mr. HILTON (Carnarvon) [12.35 p.m.]:
I should be lacking in my duty as a repre-
sentative of a large tract of pastoral land
if I did not take this opportunity of express-
ing my appreciation of the efficient and
satisfactory administration of this depart-
ment. I join very heartily with other hon.
members who have preceded me in stating
that the Minister is an ideal one for the
position. He evidently knows his job, because
he has carried it out with a very great
degree of success. I also pay tribute to the
officers not only in the department itself,
but in the various sub-departments under its
control. I have been very favourably and
agreeably impressed with the sympathetic
assistance given to me since my advent to
Parliament by these officials. I am very
happy in having this opportunity of express-
ing my appreciation in a public manner.
There seems to be a general agreement
in so far as the administration of the depart-
ment is concerned.

I have listened attentively during the
course of the debate on this vote and
was impressed by the fact that there was
an absence of any criticism of the adminis-
tration. Of course, that hardy annual, the
leasehold  versus  freehold controversy,
cropped up; and after listening to the
arguments put forward one could not help
being convinced that the opposition to lease-
hold as against freehold is more psycho-
logical than logical. During the debate
some of the evils attached to the freehold
system were forcibly impressed upon us.

I was surprised when I heard the Minister
say that there was only approximately
48,000,000 acres of land left for selection
in this State. I was not aware that land
selection under the various headings had
progressed to such an extent. Qur popula-
tion is approximately 858,000 and our ratio
of population to the land selected, 1i.e.,
including pastoral and grazing holdmgs——
city and town lands—is approximately one
person to every 400 acres. Even if a policy
of closer settlement was vigorously pursued
on the remaining land available for selection
the population of this State would not grow
to the extent we consider desirable. The
progress of sclence in the industrial and
mechanical world has resulted in the dis-
placement of man-power by the mnvachine,
and we cannot look to our Qc,-conole,ry
industries to promote a big increase in
population; it is therefore necessary to con-
tinue a policy of intense and efficient land
settlement for that purpose. There are
thousands of acres of land lying idle in vari-
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ous parts of Queensland, and the time is
rapidly approaching when action will have to
be taken to see that this land, whether free-
hold or leasehold, is fully utilisad.

Much has been said about the provision
of water on stock routes and water con-
servation. I am heartily in accord with
the Government’s policy of providing water
on stock routes. An amount of £70,000
is to be expended in this connection, and
I hope that amount will be followed by
the expenditure of other substantial sums
during subscquent years for the same
purpose until our stock routes are amply
provided with water at suitable distances,
In my opinion a long range policy should
be adr)'ptod in water conservation because
that is one of the methods by which closer
settlement will be stimulated. It would be
work of a reproductive nature, and would
provide employment for thousands of people
who are now without it. Works of that
nature would afford ample justification for
the continuance of the relief tax or any other
tax for a number of yvears. The various
projects that have been mooted are all
within the realms of possibility. Ewven with
the meagre information available we know
full well that if some of these projects were
completed they would ecnsure a plentiful
supply of water and a vast amount of fodder
in various parts of Queensland in the event
of a_ State-wide drought. T heartily com-
mend the value of a long-range policy in
this respect. I am pleased that so much
has already been done and 1 feel confident
that the present Government will continue
a sound policy in this respect.

Speaking the other day on the Public

Tstate Improvement Branch, the hon.
member for West Moreton either inten-

tionally or unintentionally gave a wrong
impression regarding the activities of the
Government.  He suggested that all the
work supervised by this branch was being
carried out in some electorates, whereas
others were being starved. Reference was
made to one particular area, the Billaa
Billaa area situated in my electorate. I
want to assure the hon. member that the
Government have not overlooked access
roads in that area. I have been busily
engaged in conncetion with the matter and
at the present time the Minister is having
an investigation carried out. I merely
mention this in order to correct any wrong
impression that may have got abroad. It
is not true that it has been overlooked. We
are very much ‘“on the job.”” I have
urged the Government to do something,
and I am very confident that so soon as
circumstances permit all the necessary access
roads in that area will be constructed.

I endorse the remarks of the hon. member
for Warwick in regard to the dingo and
Alsatian dog menaces. I was associated
with him in th@ dopumtlon quite recently
from the graziers of the district. They
view the dog pest with serious alarm.

Mr. Moore: Two or three of the graziers
have Alsatians of their own.

Mr. HILTON: They have and .it 1is
very unwise. I know that the Alsatian
menace has been investigated by the
Commonwealth authorities, who came to the
conclusion that nothing could be done. They
stated the o1dm1rv dingo-domestic dog
cross destroyed just as many sheep as the
Alsatian-dingo cross. That may be true.
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I have known the innocent little kelpie
to kill sheep in a paddock twelve or fifteen
miles from the home of its owner on more
than one occasion. It is easy to visualise
the greater menace of a cross between the
dingo and the Alsatian. To some extent
the matter has been investigated and the
majority of people appear to hold the
opinion that there is not much in the con-
tention, but I say very definitely that there
must be a remonlding of opinion otherwise
the time will come when not only the sheep
in the country districts, but the children
on their way to and from school will be in
danger of attack from such a cross.

make this statement advisedly, although I
hope my prophecy will never come true.

As hon. members are aware, a soldier
settlement  was inaugurated in the Stan-
thorpe district many years ago. These

settlers, in common with those on other
soldier settlements, are not experiencing the
best of times. A revaluation was made in
years gone by and since the advent of a
Labour Government a few years ago,
another large concession has been granted
to many of the sottlors by way of the
writing off of a large amount of interest.
The Smrﬁtmv for Agriculture visited the
settlement and the seftlers appreciated his
interest, and the wonderful assistance that
he has given them, but the position is still
unsatisfactory, and I am of the opinion
that these settlers will never be in a sound
pesition until they get access to the Land
Court and their improvements are assessed
on the basis of the value they would be to
an incoming tenant at the present time.
We all know that many of these settlers
have had to abandon their holdings and
the capital value of the improvements was
written down when they were re-selected.
I contend that the writing down should
take place before adverse circumstances
force the existing settlers from the land.
I urge that the Government pursue a policy
in that direction, for I believe it is the
only way of puttmg our soldier secttle-
ments on a satisfactory basis.

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) [12.51 p.m.]:
The proposed rural improvement scheme is
one to which I have no objection. It is
a continuation of a policy introduced by
the Moore Government. That policy enabled
considerable assistance to be given in country
districts, but there are one or two matiers
upon which I should like a little more
information from the Minister. The scheme
proposes to make money available to the
country people on certain terms and con-
ditions. Condition No. 2 reads—

“When the application has been
approved, the landholder or the con-
tractor shall forthwith engage through
the Government labour employing agen-
cies the necessary labour.”

I have nothing against that condition, pro-
vided therc is a labour agency in the dis-
triet, and no other restrictions are placed
upon the cngagemient of labour. Has the
landholder the right to sclect his labour
or must he take the men as they appear on
the list in the Labour Bureau? Work such
as scrub falling, ringbarking, and fencing
is specialised work, and it would be dan-
gerous and uneconomic o compel the land-
holder to take the man whose name appears
on the top of the list and put him on to
that work. If inexperienced men were put
on to serub falling, the landholder would

Mr. Nicklin.]
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probably have a couple of dead men on his
property at the end of the day. Moreover,
his costs would be heavier if he were com-
pelled to employ inexperienced men to do
such work as fencing and clearing.

The Secrerary ror Pueric Laxps: This
money was previously paid out of loan funds.
The next £100,000 will be paid out of the
Unemployment Relief Fund, and naturally
has to carry certain conditions.

Mr. NICKLIN: I realise that, but does
it carry the condition that the landholder
must forfeit his right to select labour?

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: He must
take the men who are registered.

Mr. NICKLIN : If that is so, the develop-
‘ment of the land will be very seriously
hampered.

The SecreTarRy For PusLic Laxps: He can
stand aside any man who is not efficient.

My. NICKLIN: If a man is on the list
as a rural worker the landholder cannot tell
whether lie is efficient until he is put on
the job.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I have allowed the hon. member a certain
amount of latitude, but I must now ask him
to confine his remarks to the matter under
discussion. Provision is made on page 134
of the IEstimates for a Country Lands
Development Fund of £100,000, and the hon.
wmember may deal with that matter when
the Loan Estimates are being discussed.

Mr. NICKLIN: I am sorry if I am trans-
gressing. I take it that this 1s a grant from
the1 Unemployment Relief Fund, and wnot
a loan.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I have
given the hen. member my ruling in connec-
tion with the matter. When the vote Is
reached the hon. member will have ample
opportunity of dealing with it then.

Mr. NICKLIN: I hope I shall have ample
opportunity, and I am sorry I cannot d's-
cuss it further at this moment. It is par-
ticularly important so far as landholders
are concerned.

Our national parks cannot be dealt with
except by Act of Parliament. On the North
Coast between Landsborough and Eudlo there
are many national parks adjacent to the
railway line which were reserved years ago
to enable pecople travelling by train to see
exactly what the country was like before
its development. Since the parks were first
established there has been a deviation in the
route of the line, and several of them
cannot be seen by railway passengers
or from the road. Therefore, those parks
no longer serve the purpose for which
they were established. The areas set aside
for this purpose were particularly small—
in some cases 156 fto 20 acres, and even as
small as 5 acres. At the present time they
act as a breeding ground for vermin to the
detriment of the surrounding settlers, I
invite the attention of the Minister to several
of those national parks to see if it is not
possible to do something in connection with
them. They are not serving any useful
purpose. Travellers or tourists cannot now
see what beauties might remain in them.

The Minister and several other hon. mem-
bers on both sides of the Committee have
referred to the spread of lantana. The
Minister said that steps were being taken
to obtain from America, or some Bther part
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of the world, a parasite that would deal
with the lantana plant in a similar way
to that in which the eactoblastis coped with
the prickly-pear. The introduction of this
parasite might be effective in some parts
of the State, but I should like to point oub
to the Minister that indiscriminate destruc-
tion by this parasite might also have a
detrimental effect in certain sections of the
State. The lantana plant is utilised very
extensively, particularly by banana-growers,
to renovate their lands. If there is a whole-
sale destruction of lantana by this parasite
some of the banana-growers on our steep
coastal lands might be seriously affected, and
much of the land would go out of production,
because this steep land is absolutely useless
for anything excepting banana-growing.
the opportunity is not given to such growers
of renovating their lands by the growth
of lantana the effect on their means of live-
lihood would be serious.

At 2 p.m.,

Mr. O’Keerr (Cairns), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. King
in the chair.

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy): The hon. mein-
ber for Carnarvon hit the nail very forcioly
on the head when he pointed out that
many years ago the Liberal, or Tory Govern-
ments gave grants of large tracts of valu-
able land, representing the public estate,
to private individuals and companies, and
their actions are having serious repercus-
sions to-day. The Minister has pointed out
that large portions of the public estate are
locked up under the freehold systern, and
cannot be made available to the public
until the Government are prepared to
vesume them, probably at considerable cost.
That is one factor in favour of perperual
lease as against the freehold system. If
the practice of the old Tory Governments
in making grants of large areas of the
public estate had been continued tremen-
dous arcas of our most valauble land would
have been handed over to combines at 2s. 6d.
an acre, to become very valuable indeed as
the years rolled on. The present Govern-
ment are to be commended for their action
in conserving the public estate for the
people as a whole.

It is remarkable that although hon. mem-
bers opposite condemn a policy of socialisa-
tion of industry they do mnot hesitate to
advocate a policy of placing large areas
of the public estate under the control of
combines. If the contention by the hon.
member for Nanango is correct, then we are
also right in advocating that the working
class should have some control of the indus-
tries in which they labour. Hon. members
opposite condemn a policy of working class
control in industry, but at the same time
give wholehearted support to monoplistic
control of the public estate by their political
friends. Their arguments are irreconcilable,
and in their own hearts they know that they
arc wrong.

The remarks by the hon. member for
Nanango in connection with the timber indus-
try are the most ridiculous that I have heard
since I have been in this Chamber. The
timber mills that were closed down during
the action of the Moore Government were
stimulated into activity under the wise
administration of the present Government,
even to the extent of working overtime to
cope with the demand for timber. The
Minister has received many letters and the
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Labour Party increased political support
from grateful timber people. There is
nothing in the arguments by hon. members
opposite, which scem to be based on the old
nursery rhyme—
“If ¢ifs’ and
pans,
There’d be no work

¢ ands’

were pots and
for tinkers.”

All their arguments are based on “ifs”
and “buts,” particularly “buts” in_the
case of the hon. member for Nanango. Both
the hon. member for Cooroora and the hon.
member for Hamilton expressed the opinion
that the cotton growers were on a good
wicket; I want to disillusion them. 'They
congratulated the ex-Prime Minister, Mr.
Bruce, upon what he had done in the
intercsts of the cotton growers. They call
themselves the Country Party, but they are
prepared to applaud a gentleman who does
not hesitate to injure the man on the land.
We all know that the cotton growers were
crippled in the interests of Flinders lane,
and the tobacco growers were sacrificed to
the tobacco combine. We have endeavoured
to do our best for these sections of the
primary producers, and I warn hon. members
opposite that the TLabour Party will be
returned at the next Federal election, and
it will protect the interests of the cotton
and tobacco growers.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Oxrder!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny) [25 pm.]: I
should like to offer some comment on the
administration of this very important depart-
ment. I was astounded at the garrulity of
the Minister, who took up a considerable
amount of time contradicting himsclf,
making extraordinary suggestions, and then
endeavouring to wriggle out of them. One
can hardly imagine a Minister of the Crown
making suggestions as he has done. I
should like to know what the policy of the
Government is. First of all, we have the
Premier suggesting a policy of land settle-
ment and making an appeal for boys to go
on the land. Hec said that one way out of
our difficulties was the settlement and the
proper occupation of the land. He empha-
sised the necessity for that policy, and added
that the only title we have to this vast
estate was to put it to its proper use. Then
the Minister gets up and says, “ We have
reached saturation point in land settlement,
and if anyone came along and asked for
land I do not know where to put them.”

Mr. Forey: You know he didn’t say that.

Mr. MOORE: I will tell the hon. member
what he did say. First of all he said—

““The Auditor-General’s report shows
that the total proportion of our land
now in occupation is 84.29 per cent.
That is to say, nearly 84.29 per cent. of
the land in Queensland is now in occu-
pancy. He points out that 57.02 per
cent. is under pastoral occupation and
18,79 per cent. under grazing occupa-
tion A

He goes on to say—

““If hon. members will examine the
maps that will shortly be available in
the Land Administration Board’s report,
they will see that what I say is correct.
We have more cattle on the land in
Queensland to-day than should be there
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—that is to say, allowing for sheep and
cattle lost in consequence of the drought.
People say that the solution of the unem-
ployment position lies in placing people
on the land. Where are you going to
put them? Quite recently we had a
demand for putting boys on the land
and providing certain money. The
Burean of Industry examined the pro-
posal from A to Z I ask: Where
1s the land? I do not know where it
is. The only land in the State that I
am able to make available for sclection
to-day is remote, unoccupied land,
reclaimed prickly-pear land, and sub-
divisions of existing tenures when the
current leases expire. If one resumed
land from pastoral holdings to-day and
opened up a few blocks one would have
1,000 people asking for a block.”
That is pretty definite, and when suggestions
are made for putting boys on the land, the
Minister says, ‘“ We have not got any.”
The Secrerary For Pueric Laxps: I didn’t
say that I did not have any. Read a bit
more.
Mr. MOORE: I will do so
“Mr. Edwards: You can get
real good land at Yarraman.
“The SecrErary ror PPusLic Laxps: I
have been up there, and I would class
that amongst the land 1 have described
as remote and unoccupied land.
The SeceeTary For PusLic LaxDs:
true.

Mr.

some

Quite

MOORE : —

“ Tt is not fit to put a settler on under
prescnt-day conditions, We have had
this land investigated, and it would not
do to allow anyone to go on the land
to make a living.”

Mr. Jesson: There is nothing unusual in
that. The people do not want to be put
on a desert.

Mr, MOORE: Does the hon. member call
the Yarraman district a desert? It is some
of the most fertile land in the State. It is
absolute nonsense to talk in that way. The
Minister has seen the land.

Mr. Jpsson: You twisted what he said.

Mr. MOORE: I have not;
what he said.

I have read

The Skcrerary ror PusLic Laxps: Not
all of it.
Mr. MOORE: That is so.

The hon.
gentleman said— '
“QOur great trouble is to keep the
people on the land who are there. I
want to bring home the fact to this
Committee that this Government are
faced with saturation in land settlement
in this State.
“ Saturation in land
does that mean?

Mr. JessoN: There is a dictionary on the
table; find out for yourself.

Mr. MOORE: I am pointing out that
the Minister made a definite statement, and
I want to know what is the policy of the
Government.

Mr. Power: You want to steal their policy
like you did before the elections.

Mr. MOORE : I do not want to steal the
Minister’s policy. Don’t worry about that!
I want to know what the policy of the

Mr. Moore]
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Government is, because we have the Premier
making one statement that we must settle
our lands and the Minister making another
statement that land settlement has reached
saturation point. It scems extraordinary.
We do not know what it is.

Mr. Forey: You have already quoted the
actual position and the percentage of land
occupied.

Mr. MOORE: I have done that, and the
thon. member will recollect that in 1931 the
royal commission on the development of
North Queensland made a complete survey
and report of the lands of the North. It
said that North Queensland was largely
vacant. The Minister, in speaking on iand
settlement matters the day before yesterday,
talked of opening up 10,000,000 acres of land
for selection in the North. The commission
said—

“The territory with which we are
dealing embraces an area of approxi-
mately 5,045,760 acres.

““The unalienated land consisted of—

acres.

National Parks 80,040
Forest Reserves 891,272
Grazing Land .. 804,440
Vacant Crown Land 2,266,789
Total 4,042 541

The Minister, when speaking on this vote
on Tuesday, said in reply to an interjec-
tion as to what the tenure would be—

“ Perpetual lease tenure with a condi
tion of five years occupation, and all
the timber in the area is to be used at
the discretion of the settler. If he wishes
to buy cattle, or do fencing, he may
apply the value of the timber to that
purpose. If that value is not wused
on the =selcction he must pay royalty.
As I said before, we are opening land
at the cheapest price in the history of
Queensland.”

Which would lead anyone to expect that
the timber was left on the land for the
settler to use. Is not that a perfectly clear
statement? On page 6 of the report of the
Land Administration Board on the opera-
tions of the Department of Public Lands the
following appears:—

A further arca of 6,018 acres will be
made available as soon as the removal
of marketable timbers has been com-
pleted.”

Further on on the same page the report
says— '
¢ The West Palmerston lands adjoining
the above, comprising about 6,085 acres,
have been designed into twenty-eight por-
tions having areas of from 165 to 300
acies, and action to malke these portions
available for selection awaits the removal
of marketable timber and the completion
of access roads.”

A GoveErxMENT ArMBER: What is wrong
with that?

Mr. MOORE: Neothing. What is the use
of the Minister’s getting up and saying that
when a sottler goes on he shall have the
use of the marketable timber for purchasing
cattle and improving his property, leading
anyone to cxpect the timber was left there?
He does not say that in so many words, but
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that is the inference to be drawn from what
he said. What he does say is—

‘“ Perpetual lease tenure, with a con-
dition of five years occupation, and all
the timber in the area is to be used
at the discretion of the settler.”

He does not say he has removed the market-
able timber and that all the timber left can
be used.

The SecreTary ror Pusric Laxns: We
are not removing all the marketable timber.

Mr. MOORE : I am only quoting the hon.
gentleman’s own report. The Minister makes
one statement and the report of the depart-
ment another, and I cannot help it if the
report is wrong. I point out that the
Minister definitely made the statement that
we had reached saturation point in this State
so far as land settlement was concerned.

Mr. Jessox: In one particular regard.

Mr. MOORE:
regard.

Mr. Jesson: That is the inference.

Mr. MOORE: It is not. I read out a few
moments ago what he said and I will read
it again—

“The Bureau of Industry examined
the proposal from A to Z. I ask:
Where is the land? I do not know
where it is. The only land in the State
that I am able to make available for
selection to-day is remote, unoccupied
land, reclaimed prickly-pear land, and
subdivisions of existing tenures . .. ”

Saturation point! He repcats it three or
four times. It is an extraordinary position
when a State of such a size—

Mr. HirtoN: You would not expect the
department to send boys out to these remote
parts?

Mr. MOORE:

Not in one particular

What I want to know is
why the Premicr makes a statement prac-
tically appealing for immigrants and for
Loys to go on the land and stating that that
is one of the solutions of our difficulties, and
the Minister says he has not got the land
to put them on.

A GoveErNMENT MEMBER interjected.

Mr. MOORE: Hon. members are trying
to wriggle out of the position they have
been forced into through the contradictory
statements of two members of their own
Government,

Mr. Power: You are the best wriggler in
this Chamber.

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member tock two
salaries when he said he did not want to
do it.

The Minister made another very extra-
ordinary statement when he pointed out the
advantage of leasehold tenure of land. He
said the Crown had a wonderful record
of giving concessions to the people—they
were continually doing so. What do we
find when we examine the facts? At page
1155 of “IHansard” for last year, the
Minister is reported as saving—

“For the benefit of the Committee,
and in suport of my statement that the
amount of money collected in land
rovenues last vear was a record since
1929, which was the peak vear of Queens-
land, I have only to state that the
amount of money that went into the till
from thiz source was £1,141,000. I claim
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for my Government and my administra-
tion the credit for that achlevement.”

He was taking credit to himself for wring-
ing more money from land revenues out of
the people during a period of unprecedented
difficulty and when prices were at their
lowest. The Minister boasted that during
that time he put more money into the till
from land revenues—

A GoverNMENT MEMBER : There was greater
settlement.

Mr. MOORE: The Minister said it had
reached saturation point! He has wrung
more money out of the people, according
to his own statement, and yet he talks about
concessions,

A GoverNMENT MenmBer: Where were
rentals increased?

Mr. MOORE: There arc increases very
often.

The SECRETARY FOR Prsric Laxps: How
many and how much? We have not

mcreased the incidence of land tax.

Mr. MOORE: You did not increase the
incidence. Any increases made are made by
the Land Court.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Persons

listening to you would infer that we had
increased it.

Mr. MOORE: I am not suggesting that
at all. What I am suggesting is that

although the Minister talks of the number
of concessions he has given, the reductions
he has made, and the amount of help he has
afforded to the people of Quecensland, he
stands in this Chamber and boasts that he
has in the same period put more money
into the till of the State from land revenuc
than ever before. That shows that his con-
cessions are puro]y mythical. I should like
to know how many forfeitures there have
been to the Crown and the Agricultural
Bank and also to private people in that
time. This morning the hon. member for
Maranoa made a statement about Mount
Abundance. That was sold under the land
betterment system. That was a system
adopted at a particular time in order to
Hquidate the cost of railways. Fifty-four
years ago Mount Abundance was sold at
32s. an acre, completely unimproved. The
money obtained by the sale of the land
adjacent to cach side of the railway was
used for the construction of the line. After
improvements such as fences and water and
other things were put on the land, and after
it had been used for a great length of time,
it was sold to the Government at £2 3s.
an acre. Hon. members can see that there
was not much profit out of the deal. The
land was in use all the time and the money
expended in constructing the railway was
obtained by the sale of it. The moncy was
not wasted; the railway was built with it.
The resumption was not exorbitant, At that
time that ecstate was paying an enormous
amount in income taxation and land taxa-
tion, but since its resumption there has had
to be a writing down of the price paid for
it on threec separate occasions. Now, instead
of the Crown obtaining revenue from that
area it is very heavy losers. Certainly I
am pot cavilling at that. There are settlers
there and they have had to face many diffi-
culties. The position would have been
exactly the same had the tenure been free-
hold or leasehold. The Government has had
the use of the money all the time inasmuch
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as they constructed a railway out of the
procecds of the sale of the Jand adjacent
to the line.

Mr. JussoN: That is why in those days
the Tory politicians did not receive any
pay. They used to take it out of the land
grants.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. MOORE: I am not making any sug-
gestion that anything crooked occurred. I
am only stating the actual facts. The whole
matter was investigated by the Land Court
and all the usual formalities comnplied witi.
The hon. member is one of those unpleasant
people who arc always making statcments
that everybody is “erook.” There is no
suggestion that anybody was bribed. Surely
hon. members can discuss the Estimates of
the department without that kind of sugges-
tion !

The dingo menace is of vital importance.
The suggestion has been put forward in this
Chamber that one of the solutions is a return
to the system under which payment is made
for scalps. Such a system was in cperation
for forty years. Over £1,500,000 was spent in
dingo destruction, and the amount expended
annually was Contmua]]v increasing. During
the five years prior to 1929, when the mar-
supial boards were abohshed 39,692 dingo
scalps were paid for each year. It was
owing to the continual increase in the nuun-
ber of dingo scalps that had to be paid for
that an investigation was instituted by the
Govermment. An inquiry board was estah-
lished and on its recommendation they
abolished the old systern. The change was
not made until after a most careful investi-
gation had been made. Evidencc was taken
throughout the State by competent men.
The board suggested that the Government
institute district improvement boards. The
following year the ILand Administration
Board reported that the newly constituted
boards had done very excellent work.
Practically every one of them showed con-
spicuous industry in the work of extermi-
nating dingoes. Quite a number of them were
very industrious in setting out baits and
providing water and grass on stock routes,
but because a Tory Government established
these boards the Minister thought that was
a reasonable excuse for abolishing them and
putting the work on to the shire councils.
The reports show that those boards were
doing good work. It had been proved that
increasing the price for dingo scalps did not
have the effect of reducing the number of
dingoes—dingoes had been inercasing—but
the reports of the various district improve-
ment boards showed that after they had
been in eperation for eightecen months there
was a considerable diminution in the number
of dingoes, which proves that those boards
had carried out their work with remarkable
success, and that increasing the payment for
dingo scalps does not mean that the country
will be rid of the nuisance.

One suggestion in the report was that high
payments for dingo scalps would encourage
men to allow dingoes to grow and provide
a source of lucrative income. That is one
of the reasons for suggesting wholesale
poisoning rather than increased payment for
scalps. It is a great pity that those district
improvement boards were not given a better
opportunity to show what they could do.

Mr. Jessox: How do you suggest dealing
with them now?

Mr. Moore]
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Mr. MOORE: 'The best way of dealing
with them is to continue the system inaugu-
rated by the Moorc Government, Instead
of placing the work on the shoulders of the
shire councils, whose main concera is not
the extermination of dingoes. Local autho-
rities have plenty to do without worrying
about dingoes. A special board sheould bo
appointed to deal only with the conservition
of water and grass on stock routes and the
destruction of dingoes.

Mr. GLEDSON: You want more expendi-
ture.

Mr. MOORE: I do no want more expen-
diture, but if the expenditure ol a further
£3,000 or £4,000 will assure the success of
a scheme, Is it not infinitely better to spend
it?  Cheeseparing is no good if it allows
the menace to increase. After all, who is to
pay the expenditurc? The people who ar:
paying it to-day, the people who have con-
tributed by means of rates or in some other
way for the extermination of dingoes. The
people will realise that it is cheaper to pay
the small additional costs and got a satis-
factory scheme that will exterminate tho
cause of their losses. Local authorities are
not interested in  the extermination of
dingoes, or looking after stock routes. Theso
are side issues with them.

Mr. GrEpsox : Do you say the local autho-
ritics have no interest in the extermination
of dingoes?

Mr. MOORLE: In many cases they have
not.

Mr. Grepson: They ought to have.

Mr. MOORE: Yes, but in many cases they
have not. In many cases, as the hon, mem-
ber knows, the local authorities meet
perhaps once in every month or six weeks,
when they deal with all correspondence
relating to roads, water, health, and other
such matters. They have no tunce to devote

their attention to outside issues. They are
not concerned  with  the destruction of
dingees.  They are more interested in the

strects of their towns.

I was rather interested at the use that
was made by the Premier of Dr. Page’s
figures in an endeavour to show that through
the wonderful administration of the Labour
Government there are more farmers,
agriculturists, and dairy farmers in Quecns-
land than any other State of the Common-

wealth. The figures quoted by Dr. Page
were copied straight from the “ABC of
Queensland and Avstralian Statistics.” They

do not show the numbers of farmers but the
number of those engaged in the industry.
We know the numbers employed in the

sugar industry from time to time—in
the mills and in  canccutting. Those
people are nobt farmers. These are

the numbers actually employed, but they
do wnot go to show anything very
much. A study of the figures in the latest
bulletin, No. 28, issued by the Federal
Government, shows that there is far more
female labour in Quecnsland in those indus-
tries than in any other State of the Com-
monwealth. In the dairying industry for
the yvear 1933-34 there were 29,808 males and
19,539 females. In New South Wales there
were 38,358 males and 7,246 females, and in
Victoria there were 41,433 males asz against
8,466 females. Queensland has got consider-
ably more females than either. In the same
way there are more females connected with
agriculture. To show how stupid the hon.
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gentleman’s suggestion 1is, a reference to
the same bulletin shows that for the year
1933-34 there were in New Souvth Wales
12,339,300 acres under agriculture; in
Victoria, 7,809,956 acres; and in Queeusland,
1,506,143 acres. That has beon a misuse of
figures to get political propaganda out of
it.  The whole trend of the Minister’s
spcech  was political prepaganda. The
Minister has been trying to get away with
that and all sorts of extraordinary state-
ments.

This morning the hon, gentleman quoted
cotton figures, and he deliberately left out
the amount given as a Federal bounty. He
said that the price of cotton had been
brought down to 2.5d. a pound. He did
not say that there was also a Federal bounty
that brought the figure up to 3.265d. a
pound. e endeavoured fo leave an impres-
sion in the minds of the people that the
sum the growers were getting was 2.5d. a
pound, when, as a mater of fact, in the
Auditor-General’s report that officer points
out that the Federal Government’s bounty

came to roughly %d. a pound. With
the addition of that §d. the price is
brought up to 3.256d. a pound, which

is quite a different figure from that the
Minister quoted. The whole system he has
been putting up is wrong. His idea is to
create a wrong Impression in the minds of
the people that they have been swindled by
somebody, and that this wonderfu! Govern-
ment have been making up the difference
by concessions. He has been endeavouring
all the way through to do that.

Hon. members opposite have attempted
to make a great deal out of the timber
industry.

The SeCRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
very little.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman might
have said little, but others had a good deal
to say. He has already talked for about
five hours on his own estimates, and he
spent one and a-half hours explaining he
did not mean what he said.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [2.29 pm.]: 1
admire the gentlemanly and the courteous
manner in which the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has dealt with the Estimates. He has
set an example to this Committee of how
any hon, member can debate Estimates in a
beautiful non-partisan spirit. I am satisfied
that everyone will admire the keen way he
has dealt with the subject.

My political experience convinces me
that the man who prates about the need to
make non-partisan speeches never fails to
deal with every subject in the most partisan
way. He ignores his own oft-repeated
injunction that the Istimates should he
discussed in a nice, courtcous and kind way.
The policr of the Labour Government with
regard to land settlement doe: not vary
from day to day. We have a progressive
land settlement policy, but it does not
change. Tt was placed before the people on
the hustings, and it is the same policy that
stands to-day. It is clearly set out in the
policy speech of the Premier, and wus
foreibly enunciated by the members of the
party during the election campaign.

How on earth are we to maintain a
peliey of progressive land settlement in the
pastoral industry if no additional areas are
available for settlement? I am not ashamed

I said
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to admit that there are no new areas avail-
able for settlement in the pastoral arcas.
We have reached saturation point in that
industry—and I defy anybody to prove
otherwise—but that does not mean that land
settlement in Queensland must cease. There
are millions of acres of land available for
dairying and mixed farming purposes which
will provide work for many years ahead, The
Government have endeavoured to place boys
on the land, but not in the pastoral industry
or on large tracts of difficult country iu
the far North. The matter has been investi-
gated by the Burcau of Industry, officers of
my department, and other experts, but they
all realise that boys cannot be placed .ov
difficult blocks involving the expenditure of
a considerable amount of capital. For
instance, they could not be placed on heavily
timbered country and other difficult areas
that call for the possession of strong
mature muscles and plenty of capital, in
addition to a stout heart, for their develop-
ment. What the Premier and the Bureau
of Industry had in mind were opportunities
for placing boys on land adjacent to the
city, but unfortunately it is not available
unless it is resumed by the Government.

_ Again I point out the danger of continu-
ing the freehold policy in this State. All
the land adjacent to the metropolitan area
that would be admirably suitable for the
settlement of boys is held by speculators,
and the only way in which it could be
secured would be by resuming it. The
present Government could not repudiate.
Labour Governments do net repudiate. We
always honour our just obligations so long
as we are able. Where are we to get the
money to pay the exorbitant prices demanded
by the owners of freehold land in close
proximity to the metropolitan area?

In his kind, courteous speech, the Leader
of the Opposition contended that I continu-
ally explained that I did not mean what I
had said, but did I not deal with the matter
in an unbiassed way from the very outset
of my speech, by quoting figures from the
report of the Auditor-General? 1 quoted
those figures delibervately so that I could
not be charged with indulging party political
bias. I pointed out that there was a
certain acreage of land available for
settlement in the far North. The Ieader of
the Opposition took me to task because he
sald 1 had made a mistake concerning the
timber on the areas. There were tremendous

areas of valuable timber on the Clump
Point, HEungella, and Palmerston areas.
The Leader of the Opposition excused

himself by saying that he had only the
report of the department to guide him in
his ecriticism, entirely overlooking the fact
that with every new settlement land opening
conditions are clearly set out. The land
opening conditions are a very important
matter. Let me remind him of the land
opening conditions in the case of one settle-
ment.Tthe Clump Point lands. They
provide :—

“PDuring the first five years of the
term of lease, permits to cut and remove
timber from the selections will be issued
by the L.and Commissioner only on con-
dition that royalty is paid to the Crown
at the ruling rate in the district.

“A refund of the full royalty will.
however, be made on the application of
the selector in respect of timber which
has been removed from lands which have
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been felled and grassed or cultivated
within a period of twelve months from
the date of the removal of the timber.”

It was absolutely necessary to include that
condition, because every area opened up con-
tained valuable timber. Hon. members, no
doubt, read the statement of the Governor
on his return from the North recently that
he had visited the Palmerston area and saw
the new selectors engaged in hauling timber
from their selections. Some of that timber
was the best timber in Qucensland, for
which decent prices were obtained. The
selectors got the advantage of tho value of
that timber

The Forestry Sub-Department has an obli-
gation, not only to the Government, but also
to the people of the State; and wherever
land is opened for selection 1t naturally
does its best, as custodians of the public
estate, to get as much revenme as possible
from the timber beforehand. No Govern-
ment have allowed more timber to remain
on the land than this Government. Large
quantities of marketable timbers have been
left in the Palmerston arcas. The Land
Administration Board to-day takes a more
definite stand on this matter than at any
other time in the history of the State. It
recognises that it is necessary for the Govern-
ment to do as much as possible for the man
on the land. We have done it in this
instance by permitting the selector io carn
a living from the time of selection by market-
ing the marketable timber. That is why
that splendid condition was included in
respect of the Palmerston, Clump Point, and
Tungella settlements. Tt would not be fair
to allow the timber speculator to take up
these areas. The idea is that if the timber
is used in developing the avea no royalty i»
paid, but if the selector sell= the timbeor
only and does not use that money in the
development of the lard, he must pay
royalty.

The Leader of the Opposition again wanted
to know where these concessions were that we
were granting. If he veads a little further
in the report of the department, he will see
the cost of the wool relief scheme his Govern-
ment  initiated—I give them credit for it
The only reason why the hon. member’s
Government was able to initiate that scheme
was because of Labour’s policy of leaschold
tenure. If—and the hon. member for Isis
referred to the matter—our pastoral lands
were held under a freehold tenure, the Moore
Government could not have initiated the
wool relief concessions. It is just as well
that the Committee should understand how
these coucessicns work out. They started
on the 1st January, 1930, and have been
extended up to date. The annual cost is
£96,517. That is to say, the pastoralists of
this State who have sheep for growing wool
have been relieved of no less a swmn than
£96 517 every vear by all Governments, and
the total amount of these concessions up to
last vear was £423,883. I again emphasisc
the fact that it was only possible to give
that relief to the woolgrowers becausc of
the leaschold system. A frecholder could
not get any of that rvelief. The freeholder
could not obtain such concessions from the
speculator from whom he purchased his land
years ago. No hon, member has heard of
these speculators, out of the gocdness of
their hearts, saying, * You paid me a certain
amount for your land, and I am prepared
to do for you what the Government have
done for the holders of land under lease.”

Hon. P. Pease.]
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That is another striking instance of the
benefits of leasehold as against frechold.
The Government of this State have been able
to relieve the wool industry alone to the
extent of £423,883, and this year it will
mean over £500,000.

We have given every relief we could. Last
session hon. members sitting behind the Go-
vernment pressed for assistance to the smaller
settlers and we passed a Bill that gave relief
from Crown dues to certain farmers. Already
490 settlers have received relief, and up to
30th June last it was worth £20,244. We
of the Labour Party do not cater for only
one section—that is, the big pastoralists—
we are more concerned about the small man
on the land. We initiated that legislation;
it was not copying my predecessor the
ex-Socretary for Public Lands, the chief
spokesman on land matters on the Opposi-
tion side. Hon. members opposite did noth-
ing for the small man when they were in
power although they professed to be so
solicitous for him.

It is proper that this Committee and
the people should note that the only men
on the land whom the Opposition took care
of when they were in power—and when they
had every opportunity of doing something
for the poor downtrodden farmers for whom
they say they stand-—were the big pastora-
lists, to whom they gave extension of leases
and a reduction of rentals. Yet hon. mem-
bers opposite get up and say how their
heart bleeds for the poor unfortunate dairy
and fruit farmer! They did not care about
him when they were in office, but this
Government have watched his interests.

As the result of representations by hon.
members on this side of the Chamber repre-
senting farming communities, the first thing
this Government did when they assumed
office was to take care of the small dairy
and mixed farmer, and already, as a result
of relief leglslatlon the small farmer has
been helped in one year to the extent of
£20,244.

I desire to make a few remarks on the
quostion of leasehold versus freehold. I wish
hon. members to understand that freehold
does not give any greater title to the land

or any greater asset in the land. People
sometimes think it gives greater security.
I repeat what I said last session, because

it is necessary that the new members in
this Chamber should be aware of the actual
position. Sums affglefrat ng £50,000,000 have
been invested in the wool mdushy and
£30,000,000 in the cattle industry, making
a total of £80,000,000 invested, not by small
holders, but big financial interests not only
in Queensland but in other States of Aus-
tralia and the old country., The whole of
the lease in those industries are held under
grazing selection or pastoral leases for a
term of years—and they are not as gcod
conditions as perpetual lease selection—yet
we have keen businessmen of Australia and
overseas who have invested over £80,000,000
in them. They are not concerned about free-
hold.

I said once before something more than
that and I repeat it. A little while ago the
Commonwealth Government decided to try
to do something for the pastoral industry
generally, but particularly for the relief of
the woolgrowers, and they called a confer-
ence of all the heads of the land administra-
tions of the various States with that object.
Mr. Payne, the Chairman of Queensland’s

[Hon.P. Pease.
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Land Administration Board, was invited by
the Commonwealth Government to take part
in that conference. This Government readily
gave him permission, and a good deal of
evidence was taken by the Commission that
was appointed to investigate the maftter.
It made a report, a Commonwealth Govern-

ment report, not a political report. The men
on the Commission were drawn from the
pastoral and banking circles of Australia
and a tribute was pald to Quecensland by
inviting the chairman of the Queensland
Land Administration Board to sit on the
investigating body. A very great tribute
is paid to Queensland in this report. One
of the paragraphs reads—

“The reasonable rent at which Crown
land is available enables wool to be pro-
duced in Queensland at 2d. per Ib. less
than in New South Wales or Victoria.”

I emphasise the fact that the industry has
in Queensland the advantage of 2d. a 1b. in
the production of wool as compared with
either New South Wales or Victoria, and
that is because of the policy of land tenure
adopted by Labour.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
the Opposition listening 7

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
They do not listen to these statements.
They are not fair enough to admit these
things. There is no part of Australia to-day
in which the pastoral industry is receiving
greater consideration in this period of
depression than Queensland. I am pleased
to say that a number of our new settlers are
coming from the other States. The finest
tribute ever paid in Australia to the system
of land tenure operating in Queensland was
paid by Ilis KExcellency the Governor of
Quecnstand when he acquired a property for
his son.

Mr. Moore: e bought a freehold.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Of course; but he could not get a leasehold.

Mr. Moore: Of course, he could.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The position is that he realised that there
is better protection for the wool industry in
Queensland under a good Labour Govern-
ment than there is in either New South
Wales or Victoria under a Government of
the same political faith as hon, members
opposite.

Mr. Mauer: You fell in there.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I did not fall in there. The Opposition say
that they are standing up for Queensland,
but assert that I am decrying the State
when I spcak of saturation in land settle-
ment. The Governor, whose son had been
trained in another State, realised that
Queensland is the only State where he would
obtain a reasonable chance of progress. He
put his son on the land in Queensland.
Members of the Opposition say, * Yes, but
on frechold.” I will tell hon. mem-
bers why he had to put him on free-
hold.  The Governor informed me that
his son had put in for many land ballots,
but had not succeeded in drawing a block,
Personally, I should have been rather con-
cerned had he done so. Some inference
might have been drawn. The Governor's
son had to take freehold, because he could
not get leasehold.

Mr. Moore: He could.

Are members of
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He could not.

Mr. Moore: He could buy it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
He could not get the leasehold he wanted.
The leasehold he wanted was one direct
from the Crown. The department does not
allow transfers of leascholds as easily as
that.

Mr., Moore: You make no objection.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
We object very strenuously. As a matter of
fact, we have done more to tighten up the
transfer of Crown leascholds than over any
other Government. In the Chief Office a
department has been developed with the sole
object of scrutinising the transfer of lease-
holds, to see that nothing is done that should
not be done, that no excessive values are
paid in bonuses, The ircoming man is not
allowed to be ma(o the vietim of upccula-
tion. The Governor’s son hought a freehold
because he could not get a lcaschold from
the Crown.

Had the Leader of the Opposition been
fair and carried on the debate in that
gentlemanly spirit he desires to see in every-
one else, but is never displayed by himself,
either in this Chamber or on the hustings,
he would have read from the report he made
use of, that the Government have effected a
good ‘deal of settlement on the land in
Queensland during the past year. He made
the point that T had been screwing out of
the people of the State—the poor, unfertu-
nate farmers—money they could not pay.
The Government have not increased the
incidence of land rentals in Queensland.
We are opening up land at _the best prices
in the history of Queensland, and the only
increascs in land rentals have been made on
the land of men who have gone to the Land
Court. This Labour Government did not
appoint the Land Court judges. Kach one
of these officials was appointed by other
Governments. 1 do not wish it to be inferred
that ¥ am saying anything unfavourable
about the Land Court. The only thing I
am concerned about is that thes arc pmhaps
a little too lenient. There is no suggestion
that they are political Land Court Judges
or that their appointments were political
appointments.

Mr. MooRe: I never suggested that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
But you did suggest that we were getting
more out of land revenuc than we should.

Mr. Moore: I suggested that you are
grinding the last penny out of the people on
the land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
We are not. We are doing what the hon.
gentleman neglected to do when he was in
power. We are bettering their conditions.
That brings us back to the arguments used
by hon. members on this side of the Com-
mittee. The farmer depends on the abilitv
of the ordinary working people to make pur-
chases. Take the wool grower as an example.
If the people in the cities reccive low wages
—or no wage, as the Moore Government
would have given them had they remained in
power—they cannot afford to buy woollen
alothes, they cannot even afford to buy
sugar. T remember sitting on the Opposition
benches and pointing out to the Premier,
Mr. Moore. that he had reduced the pe cople
to the “dripping” standard. The point I
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wish to make is that in the better living
conditions of the people is to be found the
reason why we are getting increased rentals
from the land. We have not increased the
incidence of rentals. The rentals for new
openings are lower than ever before in the
h1sto1y of the State. The policy of the
Labour Government is to increase the pur-
chasing power of the ordinary worker so
that he will buy more and the farmer will
receive a better income and be in a posi-
tion to pay his rent. Increasc the purchasing
power of the worker and you improve
conditions for the farmer. If the Leader
of the Opposition cares to think over the
position he will admit that is the correct
policy.

Mr. Moore: Why do you have to spend
all your time trying to keep the people on
the land?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Members of the hon. gentleman’s party have
pointed out the reason—the drop in price
levels. If he had remained in power there
would have been no price level. Not only
am I doing all I can to assist the man on
the land, but the Government are helping
me, because it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to protect the State’s revenue and see
that the people have a decent purchasing
power. We cannot have increased price
levels until we increase the purchasing power.
The more we increase that purchasing
power of the people, the higher we raise
price levels, and the more the man on the
land rececives for his product.

I want to answer the hon. member for
Cook and other hon. members who suggested
that there should be more co-operation
between Government departments, Co-opera-
tion between Government dopautments is
now very good. The main factor in this
matter is thc Bureau of Industry. There
is a State consultation commitiee, attached
to the Bureau of Industry, which is consti-

tuted of senior officers drawn from all
interested Government departments, and
plG%ldcd over by the Premier. That com-

mittee is available at all times for the
purpose of examining any land settlement
scheme.

I have a few illustrations of how we
arc assisting land settlement. A committee
comprised of the Land Commissioner for
the Cairns district, Mr. Hassall, of the
Department of Agrlculturc and Stock and Mr.
Sharn, of the Sub-Department of Irrigation
and Water Supply, was appointed to conduct‘
an mvestlgatlon into the tobacco growing
industry in the Dimbulah and Chewko dis-
tricts. I am satisfied, after rcading that
committee’s report, that the main factm in
the success of tobacco growing in those
districts is irrigation. The hon. member
for Cook and the hon. member for The
Tableland made representations, and we met
several deputations from the farmers in that
district. I must pay a tribute to the
tobacco farmers in those areas who stuck
to their jobs. If ever hard toil and a stout
heart were needed they were needed in
that and other arcas where these men were
trving to grow tobacco. It is the duty of
the Government to do everything to help
such men as those, and 1 can assure all
hon. members that every assistance will be
given to them.

In the Clump Point, Upper Burnett, and
Callide areas we are co-operating with the
Secrctary for Agriculture and Stock and

Hon. P, Pegse.]
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have made available certain selected blocks
of land for the purposc of experimenting
with artificial grasses, and that policy will
be continued throughout the State. I pay
a tribute to my colleague, the Secretary
for Agriculture and Stock, for the way in
which he has always helped me. I want
also to draw the attention of hon. members
of this Committee to the fine work being
carried on by the Bureau of Industry. It
is indeed a pleasure to any administrative
head to be able to send any matter to that
bureau to have it investigated by an expert
committee. When one understands the rami-
fications of the Departments of Agriculture
and Public Lands, one realises that there
are hundreds of officers belonging to them
scattered throughout the State whose duty
it is to know the pros and cons of a great
variety of subjects. No land opening or
settlement takes place to-day unless it is
done with the full concurrence of every
department.

The Leader of the Opposition had some-
thing to say about dingoes. He insinuated
that the action of this Government in remov-
ing the district improvement boards and
placing the duty upon the local authorities
was the outcome of a sort of political spite
because it was his Government that initiated
those boards. That is the type of man that
the Leader of the Opposition is! That is
the reason why he is in his present position
instead of here as Premier. This Govern-
ment have made the local authorities respon-
sible for dealing with the dingo and have
placed a minimum payment on scalps. Before
the Government took this action, there was
no minimum. Now no less than 5s. can
be paid for a scalp. The Government are
subsidising local authorities to such an extent
that they are able to do a fair amount of
work in exterminating the dingoes. It is
not the fault of the Government if the local
authorities are not going ahead with the
job. As a matter of fact, the Government
have under consideration a measure to extend
their powers regarding the control of stock
routes and animal and vegetable pests.
Before introducing such a measure, the
Government arc waiting for the final report
of Mr. Leahy because we do not believe
in doing things without having first-hand
information concerning them. He is travel-
ling throughout the State and is making
use of our officers to find out exactly what
the position is, and upon the receipt of this
first-hand information the Government will
take action.

There is also another menace, the rabbit.
All these things are under investigation by
the Government. We have a Bill prepared,
and I proposed to bring it before the House
this session, but until T am personally satis-
fied that every avenue has been explored I
shall not do so. Tt is better to wait a few
menths and, having possession of all facts,
do the job properly.

Mr. Moort: You did not do that when
you did away with the district improve-
ment boards.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
The hon. gentleman placed the Government
member, the Land Commissioner, in the
minority, and as a result the Government
would have had to bear the brunt of any-
thing done. It would have been better if
there had not been a Government man on
the board; he could not do anything on his
own initiative. He was a servant of the
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board, and as a matter of fact several of
my officers got into difficulties because they
did something in regard to cattle. There
was one instance where some cattle were
impounded, and the result was that the
Department of Public Lands was inundated
by letters of complaint from settlers and
petitions asking the Government to remove
ths  land commissioner concerned. The
Leader of the Opposition put the land com-
missioner in a position where he could be
shot aft. I refused to permit an officer
of my department to be shot at in any

district, We took those duties away from
him,
The TLand Administration Board, one

member of which is the Director of Forests,
has assumed control of the national parks
of the State. The hon. member for
Murrumba mentioned national parks in his
electorate, but I assure him, and other hon.
members who have spoken on the subject,
that the question of national parks will be
very carefully considered in the future. We
have commenced by appointing an officer
to take care of the national parks in North
Queensland, and it is the intention of the
Government {0 appoint an officer to exercise
similar duties in the South.

I wish to pay tribute to the National
Parlks Association of Quecnsland for what
it is doing. Hon. members will have
received—as I have regceived—a circular
from the association dirccting attention to
a week-end outing to one of our national
parks, at Mount Byron. The association
has voluntarily accepted these duties without
any financial aid from the Government. Its
aim is to draw the attention of the public
here and elsewhere to the scenic beauty
of our national parks. I commend it for
its action. and I commend the hon. member
for Murrumba, and other hon. members
who have referred to the subject. The
national parks are bound to become one
of the best assets of the State. To-day,
there is an urge to travel. and above all
to see something worth while. Queensland
is coming more and more into the picture
because of her wonderful national parks.
I commend the association for its public
spirited action in arranging for outings and
placing the nccessary means of conveyance
and meals at the disposal of interested
persons at a minimum cost. I have much
pleasure In expressing on behalf of the
Government my appreciation of its endeav-
ours.

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) [3.2 pm.]: It
is refreshing to hear hon. members opposite
tell us what they propose to do for the
man on the land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUnLic LANDS:
have done it.

We

Mr. MULLER: That may be, but the
casual observer would imagine that the
problems of the man on the land have

been overcome for all time. I congratulate
both the hon. member for Warwick, and
the hon. member for Carnarvon upon having
adopted the Country Party complex. It
goes to show that representatives from
country electorates soon realise that they
must adopt the policy that is in the interests
of people on the land. It is refreshing to
observe their attitude. As the prosperity
of the State depends upon the prosperity
of the man on the land, it is the duty of
hon. members to do all they possibly can to
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improve the conditions of the primary pro-
ducer. During another debate it was
pointed out by the Premicr that boys were
not offering for positions on the land and

that it may be necessary to encourage
English boys to settle in this State. I

feel that the solution of that difficulty lies
in the hands of the present Government.
If they were prepared to improve the con-
ditions of the people on the land there
would be no need to incur an expenditure
in bringing boys from overseas. 1 am
satisfied that if conditions were improved
not only should we be able to attract boys
from overseas, but a surplus of native-born
boys would also be tumbling over themselves
in their hurry to take the positioas.
Although the question of leasehold versus
freehold may be a hardy annual, the fact
remains that the present Government are
to a very large extent adopting a policy

advocated by hon. members on this side
for a number of years. The Minister
expressed the view that his Government

were more concerned about the small man
than the big pastoralist, and in the course
of his remarks he said that considerable
concessions had been given to leaseholders.
I should like hon. members opposite to say
whether the small men, carrying on agri-
cultural activities, arc doing so on leasehold
or freehold land. The position as I seec it
is that a number of freeholders are called
upon to pay the taxes of this State and
provide all the necessary funds for consoli-
dated revenue, and at the same time receive
no consideration. The Minister admitted
that in his reply, for he said that the pastor-
alists working a freehold would not partici-
pate in any of the concessions that applied
to pastoralists working leaseholds. I know
scores of small farmers who are paying
very heavy land tax and super land tax.

The SecRETARY FOR PusLic Lanng: We do
not control the land tax; that is controlled
by the Treasurer.

Mr. MULLER : That tax goes into consoli-
dated revenue just the same. The Govern-
ment of the day must accept the responsi-
bility for having applied local government
taxation, the land tax and super land tax
to freehold land.

Mr. TayLOR: How many primary producers
pay land tax?

Mr. MULLER : Any amount of them. If
hon. members opposite worked a farm for a
year or two they would come here and tell us
quite a different story from what we have
heard this afternoon. Agriculture cannot be
carried on without a fair amount of land.
Practically the whole of the land on the
coastal belt is held under the freehold
tenure. The owner finds it almost impossible
to carry the load the Government place
upon him. The Government are throwing
out an inducement to people to take up
land under the leasehold tenure, It 1s
impo:sible to obtain leaschold land on the
coastal area. People are therefore com-
pelled to buy freehold land to engage in
general agriculture, that is, dairying and
mixed farming. Immediately they purchase
this land it is subjected to heavy taxation.

The Minister said that one way out of
the difficulty was to increase the purchasing
power of the people. If the Minister does
not know, then he should know that the
purchasing power 1is determined by the
prices obtained on the world’s markets for
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our products. The few people we have in
Australia are not in a position to determine
that purchasing power. Take one product
alone—butter. We export 80 per cent.
of our butter and must accept the world’s
paritv. We also export practically the
whole of our wool. If we take these two
big commodities as an example, how ara
we to increase the purchasing power of the
producers?

I would congratulate the Minister on that
paragraph in his report dealing with the
loans made available for Improving rural
lands. Any money advanced for the purpose
of developing and increasing the carrying
capacity of our lands will create lasting
assets. I have in mind that portion of the
money that has been allocated to ring-
barking and poisoning timber on some of
our country. It has created a valuable
asset.

I cannot for the life of me understand
how the hon. member for Carnarvon could
say that there are thousands of acres of
freehold land unoccupied.

The Secrerary ror PusLic Lanps: My
officers who have made an investigation say
thet there are millions of acres of freehold
Iend not being wused.

Mr. MULLER : Those millions of acres of
freehold unoccupied land must be very poor
land.

The SEcrETARY FOR PusLig Lanps: No.
My officers say there are millions of acres
of good quality land adjacent to Brisbane
and other large centres.

Mr. MULLER: I ask you, Mr. O’Keefe,
or any other sensible man: can you imagine
a man possessing the slightest business
acumen paying land tax and super land tax
and holding that land? I can give the
reason in some cases. I know of some cases,
not isolated ones, where after frechold pro-
pertics have been acquired the owners are
compelled to retain them because they cannol
sell them. The present policy tends to con-
fiscate property. We know hundreds of
cases where people have surrendercd their
land and others have sold cheaply rather
than pay the taxation they were charged in
respect of it. The Minister and the hon.
member for Carnarvon assert that thousands
of acres of freehold land in this State are
not being utilised. I say those lands are held
because the owners arc not in a position to
realise on them.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc LaNDs: I have
the report of the Land Administration Board
pointing out there are millions of acres in
that category.

Mr. MULLER: I have my opinion and
the hon. gentleman has his. T have lived
and worked on the land during the whole
of my life and I cannot imagine any persorn
of average intelligence holding frechold land
and paying taxes on it if Le could get rid
of it. The man who will retain frechold
unused land and pay taxes on it when he
can sell it is fit for a lunatic asylum.

I was pleased to hear the remarks on the
matter of the extermination of pests, parti-
cularly the Alsatian dog. I believe there
is foundation for the remarks of hon. mem-
Lers opposite in regard to this menace, but
nothing has been said as to what is likely
to be done to remove it. We have other
pests, and we have been dealing with them
up to a point. It is very much better to

Mr. Muller.]



830 Supply.

deal with the Alsatian dog menace before it
develops. If we lesve the responsibility to
the Federal Government or wait until some
other State takes action in the matter it may
be a very long time before anything is done.
This Government should give a lead in the

matter, and there is every possibility that
other “States will fall into line. If the
Commonwealth or the ctlier States fail in

their duty in this vespect the respons bilits
lies with them. It is the duty of this
Government to endeavour to climinate this
menace.

The SECRETARY FOR Punnic Laxps: It was
equally the duty of the Moore Government,
and they had three years in which to do it

Mr. MULLER: The Alsatian dog menace
was not pressing when the Moore Govern-
ment assumed office, and it was not as pro
minent twelve months ago as it is to-day
It is only within the last couple of yeawrs

that the question has arisen. Therc is a
grave danger cf this dog’s crossing with
the dingo or domestic dogs, and one
shudders to think of the possibilities. T feel

sure if the Moore Government hed been in
power during the [ast three vears legisla-
tion would have been introduced to deal
with this menace. Hon. members opposite
representing country districts arc aware of
the- danger of allowing the Alsatian dog to
breed mdlbcummatel'

I am disappointed with the policy of the
Government in regard to the rabbit problem.
The policy of leaving the stock owner to

combat the invasion of rabbits 1s most
unfair. An hon. member opposite repre-
senting an clectorate in which a rabbit

board operates spoke on this matter this
morning. Portion of my :lectorate comes
under the Moreton Rabbit Board. A very
great responsibility rests on the residents in
it, inasmuch as they have to maintain the

rabbit fence. For this purpose a levy 1is
made on them, althcugh in the ultimate
the benefit is shared bv the whole of
Queensland. That is most unfair. Further-
more, the method of collecting the
taxation for the purpose is unfair. At the

present time the whole of the fund required
for that purpose is collected by way of a
stock tax. Hon. members will recognise the
serious menace the rabbit could be if it
were given freec access to the State of Queens-
land, not only to the stock owners but
also  to the vegetable growers, lucerne
farmers, and the community in Ueneml This
is a national question, and it is not fair
that the whole of the cost attendant on that
rabbit fence, which has to be very effective,
should be borne by one section of the com-
munity.

There is great room for an improvement in
the control of noxious weeds. Whilst a num-
ber of shircs throughout the State are alive
to their responsibilities, a number are not.
In some of the local governing areas the
greatest offenders are the men holding office
on the councils. They, therefore, cannot
enforce the regulations on private offenders.
There is, also, the fact that although one
shire may be compamtlvely free of noxious
weeds the neighbouring area may be infested
and thus provide a source from which
seeds may be carried to its neighbour. When
a shire is not prepared to accept its 1e=pon51-
bilities the Government should take action,
and thus prevent the spread before it is t00
late. Queensland has been most fortunate
in having the prickly-pear destloyed A
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great deal of credit is due to the work of
the men engaged in scientific research and
investigation. Queensland is indebted to
them for the discovery of the cuctoblastis,
but nothing has so far been discovered to
deal with the burr and lantana. If local
governing bodies are mnot alive to their
respongibilities and carry out their duty,
then the responsibility devolves upon the
Government to see that they do so, or in
the alternative, appoint a responsible body
that will attend to work of that nature.

If the Government are really serious in
their attempt to improve the conditions of
the people on the land it will be necessary
for them to offer a much better tenure than
at present, and to give more sympathetic
consideration to them than in the past.
hold that if Queensland or Australia is to
progress and the empty spaces are to be
populated, the only method is by way of
settlement on the land. Personally, I can-
not see any method of inducing people to
go on the land unless the conditions of the
people already there are improved. All
the propaganda in the world will not do it.
The most serious aspect of the whole busi-
ness is that the peopl* already there are
leaving, and a number are compelled to
do so because of high taxation. I hope
that during the (‘onling three years the
Government will see their wav to review
their policy of land taxation. We have
been informed that they are prepared to
remit rental on leaschold land. I trust
they will see fit to grant some relief to
frecholders. To-day there are numbers of
people who hold land on freehold tenure
because they have no alternative. They
cannot sell the land. Persons who hold
land on freehold would be happy to
exchange for a leasehold tenure if there
were any possibility of their doing so. As
I see the position the people who hold free-
hold land have ventured their life savings
in that land, and consequently have no
option than to hang on. They have chosen
to invest their money in freehold land rather
than put it into a bank. We now see the
Government gradually confiscating that land
and those people’s life savings.

At 3.27 p.m,,

Mr. GuensoN {Ipswick), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, vrelieved Mr.
(rKeefe in the chair.

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port (urtis) : 1
should like once again to appeal to
the Minister to give as Tuch covsideration as
possible to the training in foresirr of as
many cadets as he can ecnveniently acemmmo-
date. I also ask him to consider favourably
requests  from small teamsters and mill-
owners who are trving to compete against
bigger concerns. Through lack of ('Lp‘tai
the small teamster is compelled to carry on
with the old apnllam’m while the big
teamster is able to purchase mcre modern
equipment. The small millowner is in a
similar plight. The big millowner is able
to instal up-to-date machinery. but the
smaller man cannot do so. I am =ure the
Minister will be sympathetic to any requesis
by hon, members representinz country areas
where forestry and milling operations are
carried' on.

I support the remarks of the hon. moember
for Fassifern in connection with the con-
trol of noxious weeds. I am sure that more
compulsion is necessary, together with strict
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supervision over shires that offend in this
respect.

~ When delivering my speech on the Address
i Reply, T referred to the losses incurred
through lack of fecod and water during
periods of drought. T mentioned the sug-
geston put fcrward by the Secretary for
Agriculrure. and queted articles appearing
M various Newspaper: expressing regret that
the scheme formulsted by the Seerctary for

Agriculture  did  mot ‘mect with more
approval. I feel sure, however, that the
pastorsiists  recoghnise that his intentions

were of the best. I quoted from the columns
of the ** Courier-Mail”” in connection with
this niatter, which said—

*This is net a problem for the State
Government alone, The Commonwealth
Government is also involved. A national
committee 1s nceded composed of the
best brains of all the interests concerned
—engincers, stock and station experts,
botanists, chemists, and financiers.”

The author of that well-written article con-
cluded by saying—

“We cannot sit idly by and see
droughts claim our great heritage in the
West, Probably millions of money would
be involved, but it would be worth it—
ten times over.”

A number of zpeakers who followed me in
that debate referred to the same matser,
and pointed out that it was not a question
for any individual member or any particular
Government, but a national matter. 1 am
pleased that several hon. members on both
stdes of the Committee agree with my con-
tentions, )
The hon. member for Normanby said—

“The position calls for some thought
on the part of our administrators. If
the pastoralist takes a stand and will not
accept a scheme which, with small out-
lay to himseclf, would protect the irdus-
try, then action should be taken to force
on him a scheme for his own protection.
and that of the State, against such losses
as have recently taken place.”

I also referred to a letter appearing in the
“ Courier-Mail,”  wrilten by a gentleman
who had just returned from Argentina. In
the article he said—

“ COXSERVATION OF FODDER.
Gy

I wish the farmers of Australia would
follow the example of the Argentine
cattle-growers in the matter of conserva-
tion of fodder. One would imagine that,
favoured with such wonderful rainfall
and magnificent pastures, the conserva-
tion of fodder in the Argentine would
receive little consideration. On the con-
trary, this problem is considered one of
the most important, and immense stacks
of ensilage and clover hay are to be seen
on every station. On several properties
visited it is the aim of the management
fo conserve a ton of cnsilage to every
25 acres of land held.”

I concluded by saying—

“What a profitable lesson we could
learn even from Argentina ! ”

In conclusion, I would point out that the
land belongs to the State, and not to the
individual. The asset is worth protecting
just as much as any other asset we possess.
The purchaser of a worker’s dwelling has to
paint that dwelling at specified intervals
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in order to preserve the asset, and I think
the time has come when something must be
done to force landowners to grow fodder
and save starving stock and not depend
upon nature or upon the Government to
help them out. It is the duty of landowners
to preserve the asset given to them in the
form of land. They should grow fodder
to save their stock in times of drought. This
applies just as much to the small farmer
as to any other class. He should be com-
pelled in some manner or form to preserve
hix asset by using fertilizers at regular
intervals throughout the year or at intervals
of a year or two so that the asset in his
possession can be preserved, not only to
him, but also to the State. * Compulsion”
is a hard word and it is not pleasant to
have to say that it may be necessary to
compel the farmer to do this. Some Govern-
ment may come along that will have to
compel him to do this. The farmer, the
pastoralist, and the fruitgrower should take
steps to see that the asset they possess is
preserved.

Mr. Moore: Some land lasts longer than
other land.

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: That is so. Citrus
growers in the Central Burnett around Gayn-
dah have purchased orchards that have been
in existence for thirty or forty years. Some
of the land is not now what it should be, as
the wvaluable salts in the land have been
taken from the soil by irrigation. I know
of a number of citrus growers in close
proximity to an orchard I own myself—or
rather did own, and still have an interest
in—who have purchased £950 worth of fer-
tilizer in the last two years to replenish their
land. This had to be done simply because
the late tenant did not look after the asset
he had, and did not spend a little each
vear to help nature and make the soil
reproductive. I hope the time is not far
distant when people in possession of the
land will be called upon to help themselves
and assist the State in the preservation of
a very valuable asset.

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) [3.29 p.m.}:
I desire to ask the Minister a question. On
page 70 of the Istimates of Expenditure,
under the heading of Department of Public
Lands, I see this—

““ Less salaries £3,393, and administra-
tive charges £2,000, Prickly-pear Land
Commission ({to be charged to Trust
Fund) ”

and on refercnce to the Trust Fund at page
124, there is an amount of £3,905. Those
two amounts do not coincide; there is a
difference of £512. T should like the Minister
to furnish me with an explanation.

Mr. WALSH (Mirand) [3.30 p.m.]: As one
interested in land development I was inter-
ested to hear the speeches of hon. members
representing country constituencies. They
show that the members concerned, including
hon. members on the other side, are prepared
to give credit to the Minister for his able
administration of this department.

One would not expect the hon. member
for Hamilton or the hon. member for
Toowong to give credit to the Government
for therr successful land policy, but it is
pleasing to note that members who repre-
sent country areas are candid enough to
admit that the Labour Government have
done good work for the man on the land,
particularly in land settlement. I noticed

Mr. Walsh.)
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some facial disfigurement on the Leader of
the Opposition when he was speaking which
would indicate that he was speaking with
his tongue in his cheek. Whether that was
so or not I cannot say, but he did go to
considerable trouble—so did the hon, memhber
for Hamilton—to distort some of the state-
ments made by the Minister. I have in
mind his statement regarding the unoccu-
pied land in the State. What he meant was
quite clear, and if hon. members opposite
cannot understand clear statements and
analyss them for themselves, we cannot help
it. It is obvious, as the Minister has
pointed out, that we have reached saturation
point in the grazing and pastoral areas.

Mr. Moore: He did not say that.

Mr. WALSH : That is what he said—he
quoted the percentage of land occupied hy
graziers and pastoralists. Nobody would be
stupid enough to suggest that we had reached
a point in land settlement beyond which we
could not go. The Leader of the Opposition
knows that a considerable area of land falls
due for resumption every year, and
naturally those areas will be made available
for closer settlement. The Minister is
quite correct in stating that it is not the
policy of the Government to settle people
on the land when there are no available
markets for their products. That is a very
important point to consider. What is the
use of settling people on the land, particu-
larly inexperienced lads away in the far
North, if markets are not avatlable for
their products? It is idle for hon. members
opposite to endeavour to lead the people to
believe that the Minister has definitely
stated that Queensland cannot go any further
in land settlement.

Mr. RusseLn: That is what he said.

Mr. WALSH: I am afraid that the hon.
member has distorted his statement. Refer-
ence has been made to the Fungella land.
Tha hon. member for Normanby referred
to a man who inspected it after forfeiting
a block he had taken up and worked else-
where. 1 should like to remind hon.
members that out of forty-three blocks sub-
mitted to ballot, thirty-nine were selected,
which in itself proves that the land is good
land. The officers of the department, who
have a knowledge of the lands throughout
the State, are in a position to know the
quality of the Iungella land, They have
intimated that it is equal to any other land
in Queensland, We cannot act contrary to
their reports; they are men of experience.
I have inspected the Kungella land, and as
one with land experience T can say that
there is a great future for Eungella, not
only in land settlement but also from a
tourist traffic point of view.

The policy of the Government in making
access roads before blocks are opened to
selection is one to be commended, and
probably that is why the northern areas are
not being settled so quickly as hon. members
opposite would like. The Leader of  the
Opposition quoted from the report of the
Royal Commission on the Development of
North Queensland, appointed by his Govern-
ment, which intimated that something like
2,000,000 acres of land were available for
settlement in North Queensland. If we are
to accept the statement of the Minister—as
interpreted by the Leader of the Opposition
—that we have reached saturation point in
land settlement, then the report quoted by
the Leader of the Opposition indicstes that

TMy. Walsh.
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the Minister has been successful in settling

those distriets during the three wears that

he has becn in control of the depariment.
Mr. Moore: No, he has not settled it.

Mr. WALSI : I am only taking the hon.
gentleman’s word.

The SecrerAry rom Prureric Laxps:
settlers are on the land already.

Mr. Moort: They are not on Kirrama.

Mr. WALSH: If we take the statement
of the DMinister, as interpreted by the
Leader of the Opposition, that land must
now be settled. That is all by the way. We
are quite satisfied affer reviewing all the
circumstances that the Government have
done their best. That was evidently the
mind of the people at the general elections
last May. The people in the North, espe-
cially in the Mirani electcrate, ave quite
satisfied with their policy.

It is not expected that we should indulge
in back-scratching in a debate like this.
Hon. members opposite would have wus
belicve that because the hon. members for
Carnarvon and Warwick were candid enough
to express their opinons that it was an inci-
dent worthy of remark. Their attitude is
not different from that of their collecagues.
They are not afraid of expressing their
opinions, and whether they represent country
or city electorates is immaterial. Criticism,
so long as it is constructive, is helpful to
Ministers. That is why we offer it. On the
contrary, there is not much of value in the
criticism of hon. members opposite.

The Minister drew attention to the activi-
ties of his Adminsitration In connection
with the transfer of Crown leases. The
hon. member for Isis interjected that the
department was not taking any iaterest in
the transfer of leases. Had he made a study
of the sugar industry he would know full
well that the department at the present time
is taking a keen interest in transfers, and
rightly so, too. I am woncerned about
quite a number of bona fide transfers that
have been held up by the department
because of a practice it has itself condoned
for the last thirty or forty years. There is
every justification for the holding
some of these transfers,

Mr. Moore: That is because of a special
Bill that has been passed.

Mr. WALSH: Tt is not due to a special
enactment, but to something the department
should have been active in preventing for
years past. Certain sel.ers of leases are in
consequence suffering.  These transfers are
not being held up through any fault of the
farmer or selector; the fault is with the
lawyer or commission agent whom he
engaged to do the work. Certain problems
have arisen in the sugar industry necessi-
tating the closest invetigation into some
of these transfers, for in several applications
for transfers investigation by the depart-
ment has disclosed the fact that some five
or six transfers had previcusly taken place
in respect of the same property and the
department had not been notified. That is
a breach of the law, and involves forfeiture
of the lease if the court should so decide.
Such a lessee considered when he engaged
the lawyer or commission agent to attend
to the transfer that everything was all right.
Quite a number of these lessees have received
a shock in the last few weeks because they
have discovered that they are liable to lose
their property owing to the laxity of their

The

up of



Supply.

agent. As the department has in_the past
condoned the omission the lessees should not
suffer unless there is evidence of exploita-
tion. I understand that the facts in some
cases show every justification for the for-
feiture of the properties. One case was
brought under my notice where an endeavour
at exploitation was made. A selector held
something like 252 acres at an annual rental
of £14 an acre, and another resident of the
district wished to lease 8 acres, and tho
rental to be charged was £32 for the 8
acres.

Mr. MOORE:
ment ?

Mr. WALSH : There was no cane assign-
ment on that portion—the owner was hold-
ing the whole of the cane assignment. Of
course, the department refused to agree,
and it was then proposed that the 8 acres
should be leased for £10, and that was
refused. The department has taken a stand
that I uphold, and that is that if such an
area as that 8 acres is to be leased it
should be leased at a rate proportionate to
the rental paid for the whole area. That is
just, and I do not cavil at the policy of
the department in the matter.

Mr. Moore: Unless the
improved it.

Mr. WALSH: It is not cleared; it is
virgin land which was to be used for banana-
growing. I consider the new office attached
to the department to deal with these cases
is justified. I should like the Minister to
ascertain if transfers cannot be expedited.
T have investigated several cases and I know
the papers werc quite in order, and I do not
consider there was any justification for the
department’s holding the transfers up for
months. These de]avs cause great incon-
venience to people who desire to buy or sell.

There is a pressing necessity for a re-
organisation of the Lands Office in Mackay.
Tt is one of the most important land dis-
tricts in Queensland, and a considerable
amount of land settlement has taken place
during recent years in that area. {The accom-
modation provided for the officials at Mackay
is scandalous. I had occasion recently to
attend & Land Court sitting there and found
myself in a room approximately 6 feet by
8 feet in which the Land (Court officials,
witnesses, and representatives had to
asremble. 1 trust the Minister will investi-
gate the matter with a view to providing
more suitable accommeoedation.

The Mackay district also justifies the
appointment of a land agent. The investi-
gation that is taking place in regard to the
transfers of lcases will create more work
for officials in that district, and it will be
necessary to rcorganise the staff.

The hon. member for Murrumba made
reference to the Country Lands Development
Fund. I quite agree with the hon. member
that this has been a good fund. The money
is made available for the purpose of improv-
ing Crown propertics by way of water con-
servation and other works. 1 quite agree
with the hon. member in regard to the
restrictions in connection with the employ-
ment of labour. The selector has the right
to have the work done by contract or other-
wise, but if he desires to do the work by
day labom he should not be called upon, if
labour is available in the immediate vicinity,
to get the necessary labour through a Labour
Fxchange 40, 50, or 60 miles awav. That
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aspect of the matter could be reconsidered
to the mutual advantage of the department,
the selector, and the workers. The man
who 1s 60 or 70 miles away from the nearest
bureau should not be forced to go to it to
register for that class of work. I hope the
Minister will give his attention to that
matter if it comes within his control, and
that if it comes within the control of the
Department of Labour and Industry that-he
will take up the matter with that depart-
ment.

Among the matters that have been
mentioned during the course of this debate
has been the allotment of £70,000 for
improved water facilities and other improve-
ments on stock routes. The hon. member
for Keppel said the amount should be
I quite agree, but I cannot
reconcile his statement with those ma.de by
other hon. members opposite from time to
time. Quite obviously the money can be
obained only by way of loan or taxation.
Members of the Opposition have time and
again complained of the high taxation on
the man on the land, and of the large
amount of money borrowed hy the Govern-
ment.  The Minister appears to be doing
his best in this connection. There is a
necessity for a survey of the stock routes
of the State. In the Nebo distriet in my
electorate graziers are at present faced
with the problem of getting their stock
through to the railhead. They have to
travel stock through a considerable portion
of frechold property on which the routes
are sometimes only half a chain or a chain

wide. This is not in the best interests of
either the cane farmers or the graziers,
and should not be allowed to continue.

The Minister should give consideration to
this matter, not only in my electorate. but
also in the interests of others. There should
be adequate provision for the travelling
of stock so as to cncourage owners and
drovers to make use of the railway.

Mr. Daxies It would be mones well
spent and the Government would get a
return on it.

Mr. WALSH:
hon. member.

I do not know how the department can
justify asking the people away in the
north of Queensland, in the Blue Mountains,
and Bolingbroke country having to pay a
rabbit tax. I understand boards have been
created, but that does not make it any
the less absurd to ask people in the north
of Queensland to pay a rabbit tax. I
trust that the Minister will give the
matter some attention. Tt is just as ridicu-
lous as to have the cane farmers pasing
a dingo tax—and that is what they do.

To my mind the most intercsting portion
of the present debate has been the absolute
vindication of the policy of leasehold tenure
adopted by the Labour Party. I listened
very attentively to this branch “of the debate,
introduced, I think, by the hon. member
for Cook.

Mr. Dracox: What have you?

Mr, WALSH : I have freehold I candidly
admit, but if the Government took it from
me to-morrow and compensated me they
could have it.

Mr. Dracox: Compensate you?

Mr. WALSH: VYes. The policy of the
I.abour Party upholds leasehold tenure, and

My, Walsh.:

I quite agree with the
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we do not go behind the backs of people to
tell them so. I understand the hon. member
for Fassifern has stated that he is prepared
to hand over his property also. That is an
indication that freehold is not as successful
as some hon. members opposite would like
to make out.

Mr. MooRre: It proves that leasehold is
very successful for the man who wants to
avoid taxation.

Mr. WALSH : The taxation imposed by
the Government on freehold land is negl-
gible as compared with the amount taken
from the freeholder by way of speculation.
Most of the recasons advanced by the
Opposition during the course of the debate
have absolutely justified the policy of the
Labour Party in regard to perpetual lease-
hold. It is only a matter of time when one
of the foremost planks of the platform of
the Opposition Party will be leasehold
tenure. There can be no justification for
freehold tenure unless on the ground that
a reasonable price is fixed for the value of
that freehold in the first instance, either by
the valuator in the district or by a board
competent to do so. What right has any
individual to get away with what might be
termed the umearned increment?  That
brings to my mind the fact that a Liberal
Government apparently had the same view.
They put railways through certain areas and
levied on the landholders in those areas
for the cost. That system was abolished
later because it was thought to be a hard-
ship on the small selector.

Mr. MULLER: But a land tax was imposed.

Mye. WALSH: There was every justifica-
tion for a land tax. Despite what the hon.
member for Fassifern may say, very few
small farmers are paying land tax. An
examination of the report of the Commis-
sioner of Taxes will disclose that that is so.

Mr. MamER: Tax the hotels.

Mr. WALSH : They are taxed in another
way. 1 canmnot see any justification for the
individual’s getting away with what might
be termed the unearned increment. Land
may have been selected at 2s. 6d. an acre,
a road put through at public expense, a
railway built at public expense, and in time
that same land sold for anything up to
£25 an acre. The selector has done nothing
to earn that £25, apart from paying rates.

Mr. MuLter : He might have spent pounds
on improving the property.

Mr. WALSH : T am suggesting that he is
not entitled to the difference between his
purchase price and the price created by
public improvements.

Mr. ManeEr: Who is going to determine
that?

Mr. WALSH: I know the hon. member
would not like that state of affairs to exist
in his electorate. One can realise that such
a policy will not suit the big interests as
represented by hon. members opposite. Land
is rented by the Crown at a very small
figure. Goodwill is created by that small
rent, and the leaseholder is prepared to go
in and exploit other individuals by taking
,fheddlﬂ"erence above what he paid for the
ana.

Mr. MuLLErR: But they do not buy the
land. That is a different question altogether,

Mr. WALSH : But they are endeavouring
to adopt the same practice as was followed
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by the freehold speculator, I am pleased
to see that the department is taking up the
matter and will suppress this practice in
the very near future.

Mr. MauErR: Where are these speculators?

Mr. WALSH : The Leader of the Opposi-
tion told the hon. member yesterday when
he described the enormous rise in the price
nf land when sugar went up to £30 6s. 8d.
a ton. The man paying for the product was
responsible for the increased value. What
did the individual do to improve values?
We have an instance of an hotel being sold
for £60,000. Who created that value?

Mr. Mauer: We do not know.

Mr. WALSH : The public created it. The
man who buys a pot of becr is the one who
creates those values.

Mr. MvurrLer: Why do you not tax him?
Mr., WALSH : He is taxed.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [3.55 pm.}: I
have listened to the remarks of hon. mem-
bers opposite, particularly to the remarks
of the hon. member for Fassifern, which
struck me as being a criticism of the
Government for something the Government
have not done. He said that we should help
the man on the land and make conditions
better for the youth of the State. He sug-
gested that the Government should give
greater exemption in connection with taxa-
tion, particularly land taxation—which 1is,
of course, the form we can discuss in this
debate. Probably the hon. member does not
know that this State gives the greatest land
tax exemption of any State.

Mr. McrLier: That is not right.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is right. Queensland
has a total exemption up to £300 on certain
land and £1,500 on other land. Therefore,
the minimum exemption in Queensland is,
in effect, £300, and the maximum £1,500.
New South Wales has an exemption of £240,
Victoria has an exemption of £250, provided
the property owned is not of a value of
more than £500; if the property owned has
a value of more than $£500 there is no
exemption at all. There is no exemption in
South Australia. Western Australia has
no exemption, except in respect of soldier
settlements. Tasmania has no exemption ab
all. Those facts do not bear out the state-
ments made by the hon. member for Fassi-
fern.

As to the land tax collected from the
various States up to the end of the year
1933, 1 should like to refer to the latest
bulletin of the Commonwecalth Statistician.
I am not going to refer hon. members to
statistics compiled by the Queensland Statis-
tician; these were compiled by a Tory
Government’s statistician, and must be
accepted by hon. members opposite—if they
will accept anything. The hon. member
for Fassifern must know that in the State
of Queensland only 5 per cent. of the land
is freehold, the rest being held under lease.
He has been trying to prove that the free-
holders pay a greater tax than the lease-
holders. He has failed wutterly in this
regard, because the figures I have here show
that Vietoria—a State one-third the size
of Queensland—co!lected £503,725 in land
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tax in the ycar ended December, 1933; that
South Austrabia collected £306,198, and
Quecnsland £442 594,

Mr. MuLLer: You told us only 5 per cent.
of the land was freehold?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am trying to prove that
we have only 5 per cent. under freehold
tenure and that practically the whole of
the Victorian land is held under freehold
tenure. Ninety-five per cent. of Queensland
land is held under lease, and Queensland—the
leaseholders—do not pay the same amount
of tax as the frecholders in Victoria. If
the hon. member had known anything about
the subject he would have given this Com-
mittee a different aspect of his case. Most
of the people have agreed with the lease-
hold policy of the Queensland Government.
If this were not the case, the Government
would not now be occupying the Treasury
Benches, The majority of members on the
Government side come from country con-
stituencies. Had the policy of the Opposi-
tion been of any value, Opposition members
would have been on this side of the
Chamber and not in the cold shades of
opposition. I believe that the policy of
the Queensland Government in this matter
of land settlement will in the future
be recognised as a milestone in the pro-
gress of the Commonwealth of Australia.
In the future the people will not be sub-
jected to the attention of “‘ land sharks” and
land dealers, particularly financial * sharks.”
I congratulate the Minister on his excellent
administration of the department.

Item (Chief Office) agreed to.

DISTRICT OFFICES.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move:—
“ That £54,206 be granted for ¢ District
Offices.” ”’
Mr. MOORE (dwbigny) [41 pm.]: I

should like to draw attention to one matter
that apparently has escaped the notice of the

Minister. He complained that in granting
concessions to the grazing industry, my

Government had confined their attentions
entirely to the large pastoralist, but I should
like to remind him that an infinitely greater
number of grazing farmers received con-
cessions.  Apparently he has forgotten all
the reductions and other concessions granted
in connection with the Upper Burnett and
Callide areas, Jimbour, Cecil Plains and
Maryvale, and other resumed estates.
Investigations were carried out in a number
of cases and the recommendations by the
Land Administration Board were given
effect to. Revaluations and reductions in
rent were granted in every case.

Mr. TayLor: Your Government almost
gave the Inkerman irrigation scheme away.

Mr. MOORE: What was the difference
between allowing the farmers to take over
the scheme and pay for it themselves and
writing off the debt? The farmers paid
£200,000 for the undertaking, which was
estimated at the outset to cost orly £198,000.
I do not see very much wrong with the
arrangements 1made with the Inkerman
farmers. It was proved after an investi-
gation carried out, not by my Government
but by a previous Government, that a
tremendous amount of money had been
wasted in connection with the undertaking,
and it was not fair to ask the settlers to
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carry the whole sum. In any case, they
could not have done so even if thev had
been asked.

An investigation into the Upper Burnett
and Callide settlement was carried out by
the district officer at Monto, and it was then
thought that that would be the end of the
trouble. Kven the present Minister thought
that that was going to end the trouble, but
I am not so sure that it has been settled
even yet. The Minister caused a further
investigation to be made, and agreed to a
further writing down of values, and we do
not yet know whether that is the end of the
difficulty. There is no doubt that a con-
siderable sum of public money was wasted
in providing some of the water facilities,
and that there were instances where people
were compelled to accept them when they
did not want them. We still have the diffi-
culty outlined by the hon. member for
Normanby, despite the fact that there have
been two or three investigations into this
area, and one cannot tell where it is going
to end. The question is a difficult one, but
it has to be faced, especially when prices
of primary products fall so steeply and new
settlers are on the land. They are always
prepared to take advantage of “the fact that
the Government is the landlord. They
would not dream of making similar requests
to private landlords.  They realise that
when their requests are submitted to the
Government the Government will endeavour
to carry them out rather than take the risk
of becoming unpopular. When an investigator
sets out the grievances of the settler suc-
cinctly and concisely and makes definite
recommendations, there is no option for the
Government than to carry them out. The
Upper Burnett and Callide lands were care-
fully considered before they were opened
and areas and prices decided upon, but
conditions changed and the new settlers
were unable to meet their obligations.
Then followed a further investigation and
& further writing down, The same thing
took place in connection with Mount
Abundance.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN :
I should like to remind the hon,
that the vote under discussion is

Offices.”

Mr. MOORE : All the matters that I have
dgcussed have a direct bearing on district
offices

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: ¢ Dis-
trict Offices” is a separate vote, just as
“ Irrigation and Water Supply 7 is.

Mr. MOORE: I am not discussing the
Irrigation and Water Supply Sub-Depart-
ment.

The PreMIER: Hon. members agreed at
the beginning of the discussion of the Esti-
mates that a general discussion should take
place on the *‘ Chief Office” vote of each
department, and that the discussion on the
other votes of the department should be
confined to those votes.

Mr. MOORE: I am very much obliged

to the Premier for his information.

Order !
gentleman
“ District

The Preuigr: The Chairman of Com-
mittees put that suggestion to the Com-
mittee.

Mr. MOORE: I am very grateful to the

hon. gentleman for his valuable information.
Ttem (District Offices) agreed to.
Mr. Moore.}
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FORESTRY.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move—

“ That  £33,167 be
¢ Forestry.” ”

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumbe) [4.7 pom.]: I
should like some information as to what steps
the Sub-Department of Forestry is taking
with regard to future supplies of case timber
in fruitgrowing arcas on the North Coast.
A considerable number of cases are used in
that arca each year. In fact, they run into
many thousands. This matter is therefore
a very important one to this district.
‘Supplies of case timber were obtained from
pine tops and flooded gum timber. In cer-
tain areas mills have been unable to
secure supplies of pine tops owing to their
enhanced price, and consequently hardly
any pine cases have been used for five or
six years in those areas. The supplies have
been drawn from local timbers. As a result
enormous quantities of flooded gum and
blackbutt have been used each year, but the
end of the supplies of these timbers is in
sight. A difficult position faces the fruit-
growers of those areas. It is inevitable that
the price of case timber in those areas will
be considerably higher within the next few
years 1f steps are not taken to develop
supplies.

When the hon. member for Cunningham
occupied the position now held by the Minis-
ter he initiated a scheme for the planting
of an exctic type of pine in the Beerwah
area. That scheme was further developed
by the present Minister. These forests were
looking particularly well, and if they had
continued to develop as they did at first
would have solved the problem. Unfortun-
ately, trouble has occurred that makes it
unwise to plant timber in that area until
such time as it is overcome. This occur-
rence has further jeopardised the supply
of timber for casemaking in this area. I
suggest that certain timbers in the State
forests at Mapleton and clsewhere that are
not now commercial assets should be set
aside for this purpose. Blackbutt is a good
timber for cases provided it is used immedi-
ately. It is useless to keep this timber any
length of time because it becomes very hard
and splits when a nail is driven into it.
Flooded gum is almost as good as pine for
case timber. It might be possible by planting
and regeneration of the natural forests to
considerably enhance the flooded gum and
blackbutt stands in those areas, HFxperi-
ments could also be carried out with other
timbers likely to be suitable for case-
making. The Sub-Department of Forestry
has conducted some experiments along those
lines. In view of the seriousness of the
position facing the fruitgrowers of that area
I ask the Minister to give the matter serious
consideration.

I also desire to comment on the action of
the Minister and his officials in initiating
inquiries to exploit the possibility of estab-
lishing a wood wool industry in this State.
‘The fruit industry and the egg industry are
using considerable quantities of wood wool.
At the present time this is being imported
from Victoria and Tasmania. The pine-
apple growers in Queensland used over 100
tons of this product last year, and its use is
increasing each year. It appears strange
that a State that has such excellent timber
resources should be importing this product

[Mr. Nicklin,
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from the other States. I feel certain a wood
wool industry could be successfully developed
in this State, and I hope the investigations
the Minister has instituted will bear fruit.

Another product I wish to refer to is tung
oil. T understand the Sub-Department of
Forestry has a tung-oil plantation at the
Mary Valley. When we are investigating
new avenues of production in this State, I
feel attention should be given to its possibi-
litles. It is a product of the tung-oil tree,
and is used very extensively throughtout the
world for the manufacture of paints, var-
nishes, enamels, ducos, rubber substitutes, and
linoleum, and there is an ever-increasing
demand for it. At the present time in Aus-
tralia we use in the vicinity of 500,000 gallons
annually, which is imported from China and
the United States. It appears to me there
are great possibilities for developing the
tung-oil industry in this State, which would
at least supply a considerable portion of our
requirements, Unfortunately, owing “to the
operations of some ‘‘ go-getter”’ companies,
tung oil is under a cloud, and many growers
of this product do not regard it with great
favour owing to the amount of money they
lost through their operations. I invite the
Minister to investigate the possibility of
carrying out an experiment in growing tung-
oil trees on the lands in the forestry areas
he already holds at Beerwah and Glass House
Mountains.

According to the bulletin issued by the
Technological Museum, Sydney, the tung-oil
nut grown in Queensland is superior to the
tung-oil rut grown in other parts of Aux-
tralia. According to experiments, the weight
of the nut grown at Pennant Hills, New
South Wales, was 33 grammes; that grown
at the Wollongbar Experiment Farm, near

Lismore, New South Wales, was 40.5
grammes; and that grown at Mr. K. A.
Tlder’s, Landsborough, Queensland, was

41.51 gramines.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!:
The hon. member’s remarks would be more
applicable during the discussion on the vote
for the Department of Agriculture and
Stock.

Mr. NICKLIN: The Sub-Department of
Forestry has a tung-oil plantation, and I
suggest it should extend its experiment to the
coastal arcas. According to the experiments
conducted by the Technological Museum with
American seed supplied by Dr. L. A. Jordan
the yield of oil was 43.5 per cent. From
the Yangtse Valley, China—which is the
test of comparison—the yield of oil from
kernels was 52.7 per cent., whereas from the
nuts grown by Mr. Elder av Landsborough
the amount of oil amounted to 65.9 per
cent. This shows there are possibilities in
the growing of the tung-oil tree on the
coastal districts of the State, and if experi-
ments were made on the forestry areas at
Beerwah and Beerburrum they might be the
means of building up an industry of some
value to the poorer belts of land in the
coastal areas. There are several small blocks
of these trees in the vicinity of Glass House
Mountains. They appear to be growing
very well, but whether they will produce
nuts of a commercial value remains to be
proved.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [4.16 p.m.]:
I observe from the report of the Sub-Depart-
ment of Forestry that during the past few
vears there has been a large increase in the
timber cut on Crown land and that the
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Government have benefited to a large extent.
I am sorry to see, however, that this large
increase in the timber cut from Crown land
is to a great extent caused by the complete
culting out of private lands. We were given
to understand that the timber trade is pros-
pering, but judging from the contents of
the report and from the general outlook the
prosperity of the timber industry is not
likely to be longlived.

The SeCRETARY FOR Pupric LaxDs: It will
sec_you and me out. I heard that about
coal when I was a youngster.

Mr. DEACON: I do not know whether
the Sub-Department of Forestry intends to
go out within a year or two, but I can tell
the hon. gentleman that I have no intention
of cutting out within the next ten years.

The Secrerary ror PuBLIc Lanps: As 1
have stated, the same pessimism was dis-
played as regards coal when I was a young-
ster, Dark pictures were painted of the
condition of the country without coal; never-
theless at the present time there is a very
small market for the coal available.

Mr. DEACON: The officers of the Sub-
Department of Forestry are very capable
men and good business men. They handle
the timber business very well indeed, and
from the figures they give it would appear
that within ten years the timber cut out of
the State will be considerably decreased.
Supplies of hardwood on private land are
practically non-existent and consequently a
greater quantity is being taken from Crown
land. This means that in a comparatively
shovt space of time supplies will have to be
obtained at a greater distance from the
railway line and thus necessitate higher
prices. That is not what we had hoped for
and certainly not what the Minister led us
to expect in the debate on the previous
vear’s Estimates. According to his remarks
last year the forestry industry would prosper
for ever and there would be supplies of cheap
timber for a very long period. Now it would
appear that within a very short time timber
will be dearer.

Mr. JesssoN: That is only supposition.

Mr. DEACON: No.
of the department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
not say that.

Mr. DEACON: It says something very
much like it. It says that the cut on private
fand is almost exhausted; that the increase
in the cut on Crown land is due to the
exhaustion of the private lands.

The SEcrETARY FOR PuUBLIc LanDs: We have
not yet reached saturation point in our
timber cut.

Mr. DEACON: No, but we shail shortly
reach extinction point, and that is a serious
matter for Queensland.

Mr. JessoN: You are crossing
before you come to them.

Mr. DEACON: I am only crossing bridges
constructed by officials of the Sub-Depart-
ment of Forestry. They are the experts,
and that is their opinlon. Hardwood is
used to a considerable extent
land. Our railways use enormous quan-
tities for sleepers. Ironbark has been proved
to stand up longer than any other timber
when placed upon the ground. Mxperiments
may be conducted in the future as to ways
of “successfully using soft timbers for this

That is in the report

It does
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purpose, but we are concerned with the
present. We can really say that our best
hardwoods are no more. We all know that
this point would be reached sooner or later.
It has been predicted for years by the Sub-
Department of Forestry. Many men and
women are dependent upon the timber
trade, and we cannot shut down supplies
while we have the timber. Our best course
is to devclop hardwcod forest reproduction
to a much greater extent than we propose
to do even this year. Most of the lands
that grow good hardwood are unsuitable for
other purposes. Hardwood grows best in
sandy soil or hard, gravelly, mountainous
country. Those lands are certainly unsuited
to the growing of any other crop.

We are planting softwoods more exten-
sively, but when our natural forests are
cut out we shall not be able to draw imme-
diately from our planted areas.

The SecreTarRY FOrR PrsLic LaNDS:
experts do not say that.

Mr. DEACON: They say that we can
expect the end of our softwood forests within
the next decade, at the present rate of
cutting, and our planted trees will certainly
not be ready for use as timber within that
time. I know what members on this side
of the Committee want, and I know also
what members on the opposite side of the
Committee want.

Mr. T. L. Wirians: You must be a clair-
voyant.

Mr. DEACON : I know what the members
representing the electorates in which the
State forests are situated demand of the
Minister. He has no need to tell me that.
They want to cut them up and open the area
for selection. Is that not so? At any rate,
so far as I am concerned, 1 do not believe
in cutting up the State forests. 1 say that
we have not got enough State forests nor
have we got the areas suitable for putting
under forest. Much of our State forests
are situated in mountainous country.

Mr. Jessox: It is only natural for forests
to be in mountainous country.

Mr. DEACON: That is so. Hxperience
all over the world shows there is a desire
to strip the mountainous country of timber,
but once you start to do that, you start
to lose the soil. It slips away or 1s washed
away, and in a very short time the land
is not worth anything for any purpose.
That has been proved at Helidon. Some
mountainous country around there has been
stripped of scrub to make the land avail-
able for grazing purposes. You will not see
a blade of grass growing on the mountain
side now whether you look in a good season
or a bad. The land is bare, and the soil
is gone, and that is happening all over the
world.

The

Mr. T. L. WLams: Rainfall would be
affected, too.
Mr. DEACON: It would. It has been

proved over and over again that once you
strip a mountain of its_timber the rainfall
for that area is diminished.

Mr. Jesson: You do not believe in fores-
try?

Mr. DEACON: I do, and I am arguing
that we should not touch the mountains at
all.

Mr. Jessox: Do you mean to leave the
trees there for all time?

Mr. Deacon.]
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Mr. DEACON: Take what you want of
them, but if you take one tree out put
another in its place. I am referring to the
indiscriminate cutting of the timber, which
ruins the country.

I know that the Minister has marked out
some areas for selection, and one of those
areas is the Iungella district. For agri-
cultural purposes this is poor country in the
North.

The SecreTaRY For PusLic Laxps: You
have not been there. I will take you up
some day.

Mr. DEACON: I can take the hon.
gentleman there.

The SecrRETARY For Puptic Laxps: You

might lose your way!

Mr. DEACON: No; I should not do that.
I was guided through that district by the
settlers there, and they took me to the
best spots and showed me what had hap-
pened. The soil was analysed by an expert
from the Department of Agriculture.

The SForETARY FOR PUBLIC LaxDs: He said
that it was as good as the soil at Atherton
or Muleny.

Mr. DEACON: The analyses of the first
samples disclosed that the soil was not good.
In any case, the blocks are situated on a
high mountain range and even if the soil
were good it would be only a matter of a few
years after the country was stripped of its
timber till it would disappear. That will
happen as sure as night follows day. The
Minister is not doing the settlers a good
turn. They are working an asset which
depreciales as time goes on. They have to
work hard to clear the land and there 1s
no increase in the value of the land to com-
pensate them for the denudation of timber.
In Victoria, selections heavily timbered were
made available on the Gippsland Mountain,
and as high as £8 an acre was paid for the
land in its virgin state. It was denuded of
its timber and converted into dairy farms,
and because of the initial success of the
venture the land realised boom prices.
According to the ‘“ Australasian ”’ these blocks
can now be purchased with all improvements
at less than half the original cost—the
depreciation in value has been so heavy.

We must not make the same mistakes
as have been made in other parts of the
world, and if the Minister is anxious to do
his duty he will retain the forest country
and not throw it open for selection. He
will alto see that an extensive programme
of reforestation is carried out. Our forests
can provide employment for a very large
number of men and are doing so to-day. It
is the duty of the Government to retain
the forest country so as to provide employ-
ment for the workers and keep the saw-
mills going. The timber areas are valuable
assets and the Minister should make every
endeavour to use the timber in the best
interests of the State. Young trees will
have to_be planted. We cannot all engage
in farming or raising sheep.

At the present time world markets for
primary produce are over-supplied. The
United States of America has adopted an
agricultural adjustment scheme providing
for the restriction of primary production
over a period of years. For instance, there
is an area limit and a bale limit for each
man growing cotton. Tobacco, wheat, and
other products have restrictions imposed by

[Mr. Deacon.
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direction of the Government in an endeavour
to permit some of the people to earn a
living. We are approaching the time when
we shall probably have to adopt a similar
scheme. Already there is talk of limiting
the amount of butter that may be exported
to the old country. Every country in the
world engaged in agriculture is consider-
ing the necessity of imposing restrictions
on production, but here 1s one industry in
respect of which no limitation on production
is proposed, an industry that we can develop
for our own requirements, and one that can
find a ready market in Australia. Of course
I refer to the timber industry. We shoul

develop it while we can derive some benefit
from it, always remembering that it will be
necessary to replant the area as the matured
timber is removed. The State could embark
with profit on the industry of farming land
with timber. I commend that suggestion to
the Minister.

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) [4.35 pm.]: I
congratulate the Sub-Department of Forestry
not only on its research work but on its
wonderful progress during the last three
years. The forestry exhibit at the Royal
National Association’s show in Brisbane last
August excited the admiration of the many
thousands of people who inspected it.

Mr. BRaND: It was the finest display ever
exhibited there.

Mr. JESSON: In my opinion it was the
finest display ever shown in Queensland. It
reflected not only the enterprise but also the
initiative of the Sub-Department of Forestry.

The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat made pessimistic utterances about
the timber supplies of Queensland cutting
out within two or three years. He certainly
has not travelled beyond the environment
of his own electorate.

Mr. Maugr: Ilis reference was to soft-
woods.
Mr. JESSON: The hon. member for

Cunningham referred to hardwoods, too.

He referred to all classes of timber.

Mr. Dreacon: I said softwoods would be
almost extinct in ten years.

Mr. JESSON: The Kirrama lands, which
were recently opencd up by the construction
of a road, are estimated to contain 100,000,000
feet of various classes of timber. There is
an abundance of all kinds of timber along
the coastal arca from Mount Spec te Cook-
town. It is true that it may be a little
difficult to work, but with the application
of modern machinery and science thoze
difficulties are not insurmountable. When
I returned from the war fifteen or seventeen
years ago I obtained a job on the road
that was then being constructed to the
Tambourine Mountain. Mr, Lahey swas then
operating a big timber mill at Canungra.
1 spent many of my Saturdays and Sundays
exploring the scrubs for orchids and ferns.
In doing so I saw timber situated in such
inaccessible Jocations that it was not profit-
able to fall and convey it to the mmll. I
visited the locality again some time ago
and was surprised to see that all this
timber had been felled and milled. Modern
science had surmounted the diffienities that
faced the timber-getter yvars ago. It Is
only a myth that timber cannot be obtained
in certain areas, as the hon. member for
Cunningham asserts. It is only a :tock
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argument and a reflection on the depart-
ment.

My. DracoN: I rise to a point of order.
The hon. member said I made a reflection
on the department. I did not make any
reflection on the department.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
hon, member for Kennedy must accept the
denial of the hon. member for Cunningham.

Mr. JESSON: I accept his denial. The
timber on the coastal areas from Mossman
and Daintree River to Cooktown have never
been properly exploited.

At 4.40 p.m.,

Mr. Kixg (Maree), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Gledson
in the chair.

Mr. JESSON: There are vast stretches of
softwoods and hardwoods, particularly hard-
woods, on those areas. When hon. members
opposite speak as they did this afternoon,
they are doing what they accusced the Minis-
ter of doing on Tuesday—they are giving
the State a bad advertisement. The State
has sufficient timber in. various stages of
growth to supply home requirements and
provide a considerable amount for export.

At the present time there are firms in
Cairns and on the Tableland who go
out into the surrounding scrubs and
collect old roots and stumps of certain tim-
bers, which are sent to America to be con-
verted into veneers, and that trade has
developed to such an extent that a very
considerable amount of money is being
derived from it, which is of assistance to
the Commonwealth Government in their
effort to regain trade equilibrium.

Regarding softwoods, it is estimated that
there are 160,000,000 feet of pine in the
Blackstone district ready to be removed. I
inspected the Goodnight scrub, and there
are many millions of feet of pine in that
scrub fit for removal when the necessary
road facilities are provided. I saw the
pine in various stages of growth—from
seedlings as big as a pencil up to the gigantic
tree that had reached maturity. That scrub
will provide a continuity of supplies of soft-
wood for many years, which demonstrates
that there is no foundation for the remarks
of the hon. member for Cunningham. If
one merely travels in the western country,
which has Jarge arcas covered with sandal-
wood trees, and does not make investiga-
ticns about the timber resources in other
parts of the State, one may think there is
a shortage of good timbers. There are
forests in Queensland that have never been
investigated.

Mr. Dracon: Where is the timber?

Mr. JESSON: The hon. member should
have been listening. 1 invite the hon. mem-
ber to come up North with me, and I will
show him some of the timber resources in
that area.

I take this oppertunity of congratulating
the sub-department upon the forestry display
at the Exhibition. I spent many hours see-
ing the various timbers and the articles
made from them, and I consider the display
one of the finest 1 have seen. It is a pity
it cannot be sent to Sydney or Melbourne.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC Lanps: It has
gone to Melbourne.

Mr. JESSON : I am sure it will be a great
advertisement for Queensland.
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My, MAXWELL (Zoowong) [4.45 pan.}:
The hon. member who has just resumed his
seat referred to the beautiful display of
timber by the Sub-Department of Forestry
at the National Exhibition. In my opinion,
the display was incomplete. These remarks
are not made by way of carping oriticism,
but because I consider it is in the interests
of the industry that I should mention this
matter. I, together with many others, was
much impressed by the display of beautiful
timbers grown in Queensland. The timbers
were well exhibited, but one 1mportant
matter had been overlooked. There was no
information displayed publicly or availabie
to the public as to the cost per square yard
or foot of parquetry or panelling, for
instance. I would also remind the Minister
that it would be a very good plan to arrange
for the exhibit to be sent to Melbourne.

The SECRETsRY FOR PupLic Lanps: It has
gone. During the last Melbourne Show phe
exhibit and the timbers received great praise.

Mr. MAXWELL: The Minister should see
to it that the men in charge of the exhibit
are in a position to give the public informa-
tion as to the cost of the different tim-
bers when used either for parquetry or
panelling. As is well known, the first con-
cern of a visitor in such matters is the
effect it will have on his pocket. A com-
parison could then be made with the costs
of parquetry and linoleum. I had the
pleasure of hearing one leading citizen
say that it was a very beautiful exhibition,
but he also drew attention to the lack of
information as to the cost of using the
timbers. I congratulate the officers of the
department upon their work and courtesy,
and on the manner in which the exhibit was
displayed, but if they could give the public
the necessary information as to' costs I
have no doubt that there would be a great
increase in the use of the woods. Certainly,
at the Brisbane Exhibition no one could
give the information.

Mr. BRAND (Isis)
forestry industry is of importance to my
electorate. In that area is situated the
most unique pine scrub in Australia, cer-
tainly in Quecensland. Tt is a pine scrub
that is self-regenerating. The scrub will
live in perpetuity and without reforestation
will continue to produce pine. The question
of reforestation is an important one gener-
ally. In the pine tree scrubs of Queensland
after the timber has been harvested the
trees must be replanted.

In Queensland there is to be found the
finest of any cabinet woods in the world.
Queensland timbers should therefore be pre-
served. We, on this side, have advocated
that thero should be a reclassification of
the land in the forestry reserves throughout
the State. I again urge this upon the
Minister. A number of reserves have been
denuded cf their pine trees and other soft-
woods, and in many cases nothing has been
done towards veforestation. Many areas
may be found in these forest reserves that
arc not suitable for growing pine; they
would be better if brought under agriculture
and closer settlement conditions. For that
reason I consider that a reclassification of
the land in all these timber reserves would
he the best means of assisting the Minister
to do what is in the best interests of the
State.

1 understand - that the hon. member for
Cunningham mentioned that it was believed
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that a report would soon be laid upon the
table of this Committee by the Minister
that would indicate that our softwoods
would be cut out in ten ycars’ time. 1
take it that that statement will be based
upon an estimate of the quantity of pine
that we have in Queensland. I have con-
tended for many years that our pine wealth
has been estimated on a very comservative
basis. The reason of this is quite obvious.
One little scrub in my area was estimated to
contain 150,000 superficial feet of timber
two years ago. The man who purchased
that scrub has already cut over 1,000,000
superficial feet, and 1is still cutting. I
believe that many of our forests will prove
to contain much more timber than the
actual estimates. In fact the experience of
past harvesting operations proves this to
be so. We shall have pine for a
considerable number of years, and we are
now cutting at the rate of over 100,000,000
superficial feet per annum 1 am satisfied
that we shall have sufficient pine for a
number of years, not only for our own
requirements, but also for export to the
other States. Much of the pine that is
harvested in Queensland to-day is finding
markets in other States of the Common-
wealth.

I should like to see the Sub-Department
of Forestry persevere with its system of
finding cabinet woods in the great forests
of our State. It is true that the exhibit
at the recent Royal National Association
Show was one of the finest we have had in
the State, and, I think, one of the finest
ever seen in Australia. Tt disclosed that we
have remarkable woods, and that we have
a department that is discovering that timbers
that were previously considered to be of
little value are really magnificent for use
as cabinet woods.

I desire to refer to the activities of the
Minister with regard to that large forest
reserve in my electorate known as the
Goodnight Secrub. That forest contains
something like 16,300 acres of continuous
pine scrub. Quite recently the Minister
for Transport took a party to that scrub,
and the members of that party were able
to see pine growing in its natural condition.
They were very impressed with the large
amount of national wealth contained in
that scrub. The Secretary for Public Lands
had visited it previously, but, unfortunately,
private reasons prevented my meeting him
on that occasion. 1 understand that the
people there took the Minister into the
heart of the scrub and showed him the
wealth there. Since the Minister visited
that place, he has taken action with regard
to access roads to that area, and at the
present time officers of his department are
investigating the best means of opening up
access roads. I think he should seriously
consider the method of transport from that
arca. When the Moore Government were
in power the settlers asked for an extension
of the Goondoon-Wallaville line to a point
called Morganville, which is 6 miles from
Wallaville.

The Moore Government recognised the tre-
mendous national wealth in the scrub and
built the line. I should like to tell the
Minister that prior to the building of the
line it was costing about 8s. 3d. a hundred
feet to transport the pine from the scrub
to the railhead at Wallaville, but to-day it
is only costing 4s. 3d. to the railhead at

[Mr. Brand.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Morganville. The State is therefore saving
4s. a hundred feet in transport costs alone,
because of the extension of railway linc.
That saving is not only a wonderful help
to the department but is also of great value
to the settlers, who have been settled in the
area for many years. I believe that in the
transport of timber only one method is
satisfactory, and that is by rail. It is
impossible to transport timber economically
any distance by any other known means.
The days of the bullock wagon have gone,
and motor transport cannot give the service
that the railway has given. It is a great
pity, I think, that the Government do not
recognise a service is warranted that
would bring to the State the greatest amount
of wealth. In this respect, the people of
that centre realise—and I think anyone who
studies it from a practical point of view
must realise—that rail transport would be
of great value to the State as a whole.
We have a fine pine scrub that only requires
transport service and one or two men to
care for the natural regeneration. It does
not require replanting by hand as nature
performs that service. It is a scrub that
will continually add to the wealth of the
country and I urge upon the Minister. after
having visited that area, that he seriously
consider the matter of wurging upon the
Government the building of a railway line
into the centre of that scrub, thereby making
available to his department the whole of
the wealth of that area.

The hon. member for Kennedy has referred
to his visit to that scrub. I think the
Minister is thoroughly convinced that we
have one of the finest scrubs that could be
found anywhere, and I sincerely urge him
to give the matter of transport very serious
thonght. He must recognise that there is
only one means of transport for pine, and
that is by the railway system.

There are many areas of marketable
timber in my electorate, where sufficient
guantities of young timber are being made
available by hand planting. Some years
ago the department decided to carry
out reforestation on Fraser Island. I have
had an opportunity to observe the benefit
of that work, and I warn the Government
that we should recognise our responsibilities
in connection with reforestation so as to
replace the timber that nature provided and
we have used. As the hon. member for
Cunningham has pointed out, the industry
can provide employment for many thousands
of people. During the past twelve months
the Minister has recognised his responsibili-
ties in some of the areas, but I would urge
him to make provision for the requirements
of future vears whilst the present areas are
being  denuded. Fortunately, artificial
reforestation is not necessary in the Good-
night scrub, where the young growth is
being provided in abundance by natural
regeneration.

Queensland hoop pine is recognised as the
finest softwood in the world, and can even
be classified as a special cabinet wood. We
have many millions of feet of softwoods in
this State, and the Minister should act
judiciously in drawing on our standing tim-
ber supplies so that the people may receive
the fullest value for the wealth provided by
nature. We cannot afford to cut valuable
timber indiscriminately. We must assume
the important responsibility of replacing the
valuable timber wealth of the people. Some
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years ago the Labour Party severely criti-
cised any suggestion that our forests should
be denuded of their timber and consistently
argued that Governments should preserve
the natural wealth of the people. I hope
that the Minister will continue to recognise
that this wealth belongs to the people and
that it should not be sacrificed for the
purpoze of enriching a few.

The SECRETARY FOR PyBLIC LaNDS:
holds?

Mr. BRAND : Timber land has been made
available on the freehold tenure, but I
understand that the amount of softwood
drawn from private holdings to-day is almost
negligible and that practically the whole
-of the softwood supplies of the State are
in the hands of the Crown. We must recog-
nise the necessity of providing employment
by approving of some logging operations, and
so long as the people are able to enjoy the
greatest permanent return from their timber
wealth no objection can be offered to logging
operations, in some cases on a large scale.

I appreciate the activities of the Minister
in his desire to provide access roads to the
‘Goodnight scrub, but before any action is
taken to provide a suitable means of trans-
port to cope with heavy traffic, I should like
him to consider the railway system as a
preferable mode. I believe that the railway
system offers a better means of transport to
cope with the heavy traffic that eventually
will come from this area. I am sure that
the Minister for Transport will agree with
my suggestion. In any case, he can lend
2 helping hand by urging the Government to
miove in that direction and thereby reap
the greatest benefit for the State.

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [65 pm.]: I
:tahe this opportunity of congratulating the

Sub-Department of Forestry on the very
¢ \fellent work it is doing, not only in refores-
tation but also in building up the timber
assets of this State. I was forcibly struck
some years ago by the action of Australian

anufacturem, principally in the Southern
States, in importing hardwood from Canada,
particularly =~ blackwood, to supply the
requirements of local motor body builders.
To-day, very little of that timber is being
imported into Melbourne or Sydney. That
is because Queensland timbers have been
brought before the notice of manufacturers,
who have found them more suitable than
imported timbers.

I was in Sydney in 1912, in the shearing
off-season, and secured a temporary job
withi Haldy and Sons, Pyrmont, one of
the largest importers 'of timber in Aus-
tralia. My job was to cart timber off the
Darling Harbour wharf. At that time two
single-horse drays were working day in, day
out week in, week out, year in, year out,
cartmg timber imported from Canada to this
mill. To-day that firm is using an enormous
amount of spotted gum, grey ironbark, and
mountain ash timbers that are grown on
the northern coast of New South Wales
and  Queensland. Last Kaster twelve
months I had the pleasure of again visiting
this timber yard. I found some of the men
I worked with twenty years previcusly still
working in the same job, and noted the
added interest that had accrued through the
development of the motor industry. I was
struck forcibly with the manner in which
hardwood grown on the northern coast of
New South Wales and Queensland was being

No free-
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used in the mill. That is evidence that the
Sub-Department of Forestry is doing its work
faithfully and well. It was also proved to
me that its action in pushing Queensland
timbers had added to the prestige of Auas-
tralian timbers, and had demonstrated in
a practical manner that spokes, felloes, etc.,
of wheels of motor cars, lorries, and trucks
could be manufactured from them.

During the last twelve months I have visited
various parts of the State, including one
or two centres where the Sub-Department
of Forestry has embarked on reforestation
work and am satisfied with the work
done. The main business of this depart-
ment to-day is not only to market the
timber required for Australian consumption
and find revenue for consolidated revenue,
but also to replace that timber with suffi-
cient growth to provide for the future
requirements of Australia. Some time ago,
with several other hon. members on this
side of the Committee, I accompanied the
Secretary for Mines to Maryborough. We
were there taken over one of the largest
sawmills in the State, owned by Hyne and

Son. 1 have a fair idea of what a sawmill
is like; I found to my surprise that no
modern methods existed for the handling

of timber received into the sawmill, The
supplies were received from Fraser Island.

That reminds me that the * districting ”
of mills by the department is another
admirable feature of its work. It cnables
an area in which timber is grown to supply
a mill in that district. That will probably
save huge costs in transportation. It 1is
essential to reduce the cost of production
as much as possible. In that mill yard we
were shown a room completely constructed
of Queensland hardwoods, which were stained
and varnished. For the purposes of house
construction, particularly inside decorations,
such as panelling and dadoes, our hardwoods
are eminently suitable, and the result
obtained is very pleasing to the eye. If
hardwood is properly seasoned before it is
used it will last almost indefinitely.

1 trust the department will continue the
good work it is carrying out, and that Mr.
Grenning and his staff will be able, in
three or four years’ time, to claim still that
the reforestation scheme in this State is
just as far ahead of the reforestation schemes
in other States as it is to-day.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [5.12 p.m.}:
There has been a long conflict between agri-
culture and forestry, and we see the result
in other parts of the world where reforesta-
tion has been neglected. In South Africa
large deserts may be observed that were
formerly covered with dense forests. The
same thing occurs in Asia and in Lurope;
but European countries go to no end of
trouble to preserve their forests and increase
their growth. In Australia, although we
talk a good deal about 1ef0restatlon we are
sadly behind. In Queensland we have dis-
posed of our assets to the extent of
£2,200,000, and of that sum a little more
than a quarter has been utilised for reforesta-
tion purposes, As a matter of fact the
Treasurer’s deficit benefited last year to the
extent of £167,000, that amount being the
net surplus detived from forestry. Succes-
sive Governments have carried on the prac-
tice of transferring the net proceeds of the
sale of these assets to consolidated revenue.
{ have always contended that money should
be earmarked, either for the reduction of the

My, Russell.]
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national debt or for the creation of some
new asset. The money has come in handy
for every Treasurer, and the present Trea-
surer is no exception to the rule—he is glad
to get such a handsome accretion to his
funds as £167,000.

Last year was a year of great activity
for the Sub-Department of Forestry. It had
a record revenue of over £300,000, a record
cut of softwoods totalling about 95,000,000
superficial feet, and a record cut of hardwoods
totalling about 20,000,000 superficial feet,
which was twice as much as the preceding
year. The policy has been to put men into
employment, and I agree with that policy
because while reforestation should demand
our attention we must give prior considera-
tion to the present over the future. While
we all regret that there is a gap between the
selling of our logs and their replacement by
proper reforestation methods, we cannot very
well advocate a restriction of the activities
of the department in finding a market for
its matured timber.

The sub-department is now used chiefiy as
a money-making institution for the Govern-
ment. It is quite likely that the revenue
for the present year will be a record,
although the indications to-day are that
portion of the trade hitherto available may
diminish considerably. It has been a
phenomenal year. There has been tre-
mendous activity in the local and export
wuarkets. There has been a big demand for
timber for home building. A considerable
quantity of hardwood has been thus utilised.
Northern sawmillers, who had a very lean
time up to last year, were able, owing to
the cessation of the wet season and the
return of suitable conditions, to overtake
the accumulated arrears. There has been
a good market in the South for hoop pine,
largely brought about by the rebate in
royalty on logs exported to the South. But
that trade may not continue. In Victoria
there have been large imports of New Zea-

land pine and Canadian Douglas fir, and
that despite the fact that Queensland
endeavoured to meet the situation by

the granting of rebates of royalty end the
Commonwealth Government by placing a
high protective tariff on imported woods.
There is a 10 per cent. duty and a 10 per
cent. primage on Douglas fir logs, and on
sawn fir the duty ranges from 10s. upwards
per 100 superficial feet.

The softwood supplies from Qucensland
last year were 95,000,000 superficial feet. and
the question naturally arizses how long the
supplies will last, The Sub-Department of
Forestry is somewhat anxicus as to the future
of the hoop pine industry in Queensland.
We are certainly not providing for the
replacement of the supplics, inasmuch as
only 12,000 acres have been replanted to
date.

The SccreETsRy ror PusLic LanDs: It is
increasing all the time.

Mr. RUSSELL: It is increasing very
slowly indeed. 'The contributions from the
forestry revenue fund in past years was

comparatively small, and the present Govern-
ment are only allotting £87,0C0.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Government were in the same position.

Mr. RUSSELL: All Governments have
been very niggardly in their contributions
from the Loan Fund towards reforestation
purposes. Had the Governments of the past
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done their plain duty there would be no
anxiety to-day as to the probable extinction
of our supplies of softwoods in the near
future. The hon. member for Cunningham
gave it as his opinion that in ten years
(Queensland would see the end of such sup-
plies. Even adding another five or ten years
to that period, at the present rate of pro-
gress our supplies of softwood will soon be
practically extinct.

Mr. Mauer: Read the report of the Sub-
Department of Forestry.

Mr. RUSSELL: I have not read that
report. The hon, member for Murrumba
veiced the apprehension that in the near
future we shall not have supplies of soft-
woods even for casemaking. While I regret
that fact, we must not overlook this one—
that there are other countries in the world
that have practically inexhaustible supplies
of softwoods. Queensland can rest assured
that there is no fear for the next half
century that there will be mno supply of
softwoods, because even if her own supplics
cut out, supplies can be obtained from over-
seas.

Tt is questionable whether the reforestation
of softwoods is a paying proposition. We
all know very well that pine. naturally
regenerated, takes a long time to mature.
Some of the logs cut out of the scrub have
reached the age of 400 years. Of course,
we know also that when hoop pine is
planted in the open it grows much more
rapidly, but the quality 1s not as good as
that of the pine grown in the natural scrub.
Thercfore, the question arises whether it is
good policy to go on planting pine or
whether it would not be better to rest on
the policy of growing rapidly maturing soft-
woods for casemaking purposes. HExperi-
ments have been conducted in the past on
the North Coast with quick growing soft-
woods, but I believe without much success.
Country that is not needed for agricultural
purposes could be used for the growing of
softwoods that would mature at an early
date and provide an ample supply of case
timber. Pine planting has been conducted
on a vast scale in South Australia, and it is
anticipated there that plentiful supplies of
softwood for industrial purposes will be
available in a very short time.

While we regret the position with regard
to the softwoods, I think we are not paying
sufficient attention to our hardwood supply.
Iven though we still have fair supplies,
the fact is that many of the Brisbane contrac-
tors are importing hardwood from New
South Wales because of the difficulty of
getting local hardwood within easy access of
the Brisbane market. Reforestation of hard-
wood is a cheap proposition. Ifardwood
regencratos itself, matures very rapidly. and
cain be grown on areas of land that are
totally unsuited for agriculture. In no other
part of the world can hardwoods be found of
a quality equal to that of the Australian

hardwoods. In that we have a valuable
asset—like the merino wool—that no other
country can take from wus. Therefore, 1

think we should devote more attention
towards the reforestation of our hardwoods
on a very large scale. Hardwood does not
need planting out like pine. It regenerates
itself, and all that is necessary is to go over
the area, keep it clean, and cut out inferior
specics. That would provide an avenue of
employment for many of our youths, I am
pleased to see that over 100 youths are
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already employed in our hardwood forests.
There is great scope here for the employ
ment of youths in an avenue that will
provide sufficient hardwood, not only for
our own requirements but also for export.

Another timber that is indigenous in
Australia is the cypress pine, and its position
is mu(’h more satisfactory. We have ample
supplies of cypress pine to meet the building
needs of the western country. It is a
durable timber, though somewhat knotty,
but it will withstand the ravages of white-
ants. It also regenerates itself. We should
see that this cypress pine is well cared for
In doing so we shall assure an ample supply
of timber to meet the increasing needs of
the people.

It is admitted that we have some of the
finest cabinet woods in the world, but at the
present rate of cutting we shall see the end
of supplies within a very short time. One
must realise that after having seen the
enormous destruction of these timbers in
North Queensland. It is a great pity that
one is able to see vast tracts where beautiful
black bean have been destroyed. Our
replanting of the timbers suitable for these

fine cabinet woods has not been rapid
enough to make up leeway. These cabinet
woods are well spoken of all over the

world, and veneers made from them find a
ready sale in the Southern States and in
‘Great Britain.

One notable feature in the activities of the
department is the phenomenal success that
has been achieved by the Hoop Pine Plywood
Board., When the former Administration
were in office, and at the instigation of
the present member for Cooroora, it was
decided that plywood should be included
as a commodlty under the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Organisation and Marketing Acts.
In 1933 the pool was consummated and every
plywood manufacturer brought within its
ambit, with the result that all the insane
competition that took place prior to 1933 dis-
appeared and the manufacturers to-day are
receiving a good price for their product
and have put into employment 900 men who
are drawing good wages under the Veneer
and Plywood Award. The board increased
the output yearly; the following figures show
the annual outputs:—

Year

ending June, Square feet.
1932 17,031,000
1933 31,653,000
1934 59,721,000
1935 49,000,000

The Crown exacts very high royalty from
the loge, and it is a lucrative business to
the Crown. It has turned out to be a good
bargain for the manufacturers and many
men have been kept in the industry.

A mnew industry has been established in
Queensland in the manufacture of casein
used in the process of glueing. All this
casein was imported previously from Vic-
toria. All  the casein now wused in the
manufacture of plywood is manufactured
in this State. The results that have
been achieved by the Plywood Board
might be extended to embrace the
whole of the timber industry. I know that
conditions amongst timber merchants to-day
are unsatlsfactory despite the fact that they
have been able to get a larger export trade.
The mills’ profits are not good enough,
considering the amount of labour involved
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and the capital invested in the business.
There is too much price-cutting, and mills

with up-to-date machinery emplovmg large
staffs of men earning good wages find it
very difficult to compete with some of the
smaller competitors; and they would be
glad if allowed the privilege of combining
together under a pool similar to the ply-
wood pool. I do not know whether the
Minister is sympathetic, but I come into
contact with these people frequently and I
know their conditions to-day are most
unsatisfactory.

That takes me back to the Timber Indus-
try Advisory Committee, which was appointed
in 1931 by the then Secretary for Public
Lands, the hon. member for Cunningham, He
was chairman of that committee and 1 was
deputy-chairman. On the accession to office
of the present Government this committee
was abolished and a new committee
appointed, which practically carried out our
suggestions. There was a proposal that the
Government should introduce legislation
similar to the plywood legislation by which
all manufacturers would be brought into
line. T have here the report of that com-
mittee and I should like to read an oxtract
from it. It was recommended—

“ That the Forestry Board, in con-
junction with all interests involved, take
early steps to organise the Queensland
timber industry so as to effect greater
cohesion than at present amongst saw-
millers and others interested; to foster
the creation of export associations in
order to deal economically and effectively
with oversca trade; and by co-operation
with the industry to establish standards
of quality that will readily and confi-
dently be accepted by buyers (similarly
to the method of the American export
associations).

“That the whole question of stumpages
be gone into thoroughly by the Forestry
Board in conjunction with all interests
involved, and mnecessary reductions in
stumpages be made for stimulation of
trade in Queensland timbers.”

That has becen done, and that is how we
got the Southern trade. Tt continues—

“ That with a view to stabilising prices
in the Australian and overseas markets,
and to maintaining the quality of pro-
duction, the Government—

(1) By proclamation extend the
Sugar Acquisition Act to timber;

(4} By proclamation acquire all such
timber ;

{¢} By Order in Council provide
machinery for dealing with
timber for home consumption

and export;

and further recommends that should the
Government be unable, through technical
difficulties, to carry out the above recom-
mendations, the Queensland Primary
Producers’ Organisation and Marketing
Act be extended to cover manufactured
timber.

“The committee is unanimously of the
opinion that the Queensland sawmilling
and plywood industries are divided
against themselves, with a result that
they are engaged in price competition.

‘1t is_considercd that any attempt to
voluntarily organise these industries
would be only partially successful owing
to one or more manufacturers bleal\mg
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away or the refusal of others to join.
This disorganisation has resulted in the
closure of mills which were selling below
costs to secure trade, in the supplying
of inferior material, and finally in the
loss of trade because of the unstable
prices.

““Licensing of Mills.—The committee
passed a resolution that the Government
should take legislative action to provide
for the following:—

(1) All' mills for the sawing or treat-
ment of timber, other than mills used
exclusively for cutting firewood, shall
be registered in the office of the Pro-
visional Forestry Board.

(2) If any person (whether as owner,
lessee, or ctherwise) works a mill for
the sawing or treatment of timber,
other than firewood, whether such mill
is_situated on private property or not,
without having such mill duly regis-
tered under this Act, he shall be liable
to a penalty of £50.

“Prices and Quantities.—The com-
mittee passed a resolution that with a
view to retrieving the lost markets in
the South and to establishing markets
overseas and thus creating employment
for hundreds of log operators, sawmill
hands and others directly and indirectly
engaged in the timber trade, the key
market price of logs to be reduced as
follows :—

Hoop pine A class logs, 84 inches
and over, 5s. per 100 superficial feet,
with a pro rata percentage reduction
on the other girth classes and on the
whole of B class and bunya pine.”

There was some slight opposition to that
proposal. The committee was representa-
tive of every scction of the trade. It was a
most comprehensive one; it went to a con-
siderable amount of trouble, and produced
a report, which I commend for the Minis-
ter’s approval. The minority opinion was
that by reducing prices revenue would be
affected and there would be a loss of employ-
ment; but the fact remains that by the
creation of the plywood pool greater results
have been achieved, more men have been
placed in employment, there has been greater
revenue for the Crown, a fair profit to
manufacturers, and decent wages for the
employees in the mill. I commend the
matter to the attention of the Minister.

Generally speaking, we find that we have
set aside about 6,000,000 acres for
reforestation purpaoses, including national
parks. That area is in accordance with
the Empire Forestry Conference's recom-
mendation. We are not reforesting our soft-
woods at such a pace as to be able to make
up for the tremendous lag that must occur
from year to year.

The SrCrETARY rOR PUsLIc Lanps: We are
doing better than any other State.

Mr. RUSSELL: And so we should. We
must remember that our hoop pine reserves
are very limited, being confined practically
to the Main Range and coastal districts.
The demands of the agriculturists are so great
to-day that it is impossible to resist them.
We must confine our reforestation operations
to the class of land mentioned by the hon.

member for Cunningham—the =~ mountain
ranges and places where agriculturists

cannot successfully carry on their businesses.
When it comes to deciding between agricul-
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ture and reforestation the claims of the
agriculturists must, I think, take pride of
place, especially in view of the statement
by the Minister that he 13 having great
difficulty in finding suitable land for people
who are willing to cngage in agricultural
pursuits.

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis)
[5.35 p.m.]: I was pleased to hear the hon.
member for Toowong refer to the very fine
forestry exhibit at the Royal National and
Agricultural Show. He also said that the
exhibit lost much of its educational value
because there was no indication to the
general public as to the probable cost of
lining a room, putting down a parquetry
floor, or ceiling a room with the timbers
displayed. You know, Mr. King, that it
does not matter how effective a display may
be, it loses its value if it is not replete with
information the general public may desire.

I was pleased to hear that the Minister
had seen fit to forward an exhibit of Queens-
land grown timbers to Melbourne. During
the debate on the Budget I referred to the
very fine exhibit of Queensland timbers in
the Technological Museum, Sydney. I was
so much impressed with it that although I
had inspected it when I first visited Sydney
to see my son, in hospital, I paid it a second
visit, and I heard so much of the exhibit
from Sydney people that I induced a num-
ber of others to visit it. The sending of a
similar exhibit to Melbourne would be an
excellent advertisement for the natural tim-
ber supplies of Queensland.

I urge the Minister to give every possible
encouragement to the utilisation of our little-
known timbers. When I was a boy I saw
timber that I thought was useless, but was
afterwards converted into very many useful
articles. Their durability was all that could
be desired. 1 have seen {felloes, wheels,
pick handles, walking sticks, and furniture
manufactured from these timbers.

These were timbers which we all con-
sidered useless. The Minister should sym-
pathetically encourage any person who
desires to utilise little-known timbhers that
in the past have been regarded as next to
useless.

Mr. PLUNKETT (4bert) [5.38 pm.]: I
saw an exhibit of Queensland timbers when I
was in London that had been arranged through
the office of the Acting Agent-General. It
was certainly displayed in a very good place,
and for weeks there was always an interested
crowd inspecting it. It was well worth
viewing. That indicates that when we have
goods to show they create an interest, and
that interest. in turn, creates a demand for
them. I could not let this vote pass without
saying that this display in England was a
very ereditable one, and gave a practical
demonstration that our timbers, when con-
verted into manufactured articles, could
compare very favourably with timbers from
other parts of the world.

Mr. WALSH (Mirani) [56.39 p.m.]: The
hon. member for Cunningham stated that
the general opinion among the settlers on
the Eungella land was that it was worthless.
He apparently agreed with that view.

Mr. Dracon: I said that was my opinion.

Mr. WALSH : As against the opinion of
the hon. member for Cunningham we have
the opinion of Mr. Swayne, who represented
the Mirani electorate for twenty-seven years,
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and I take it that his opinion is as good as
that of the hon. member, if not better. Mr.
Swayne has known this land since the ’nine-
ties, and he is more qualified to judge its
quahty than the hon. member for Cunning-
ham. He has stated that the land is as
good as anything in that district. That
Is quite true. It was a forest reserve for
many years, and difficulty had been experi-
enced 1n mducmg the various Governments
to open it up. In support of my statement
regarding the quality of the land I refer to
a dlSCuhblOH that took place regarding these
lands during last session. Mr. J. L. Wilson,
Chairman of the Port Curtis Dairy Asso-
ciation, wrote to the Minister at that time
and pointed out that he knew of no other
area in Queensland more suitable for dairy-
ing settlement than Eungella, I received a
letter recently from old established settlers
at Kungella asking that the department
should make available a further portion of
the forest reserve there. There is abundant
evidence to indicate the land on the Eungella
range is of good quality. Mr. Gurney, the
Government  Analyst, described a sample
of the soil from that area as equal in
quality to the soil to be found at Atherton
and Maleny, which are regarded as possess-
ing the best soils of that class in Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [642 pm.]: 1
shall reply brleﬂy to some of the questions
raised by various members of the Committee.

The hon. member for Murrumba was
concerned about the future of case timber
supplies, but if hon. members read the
report that appears in the afternoon papers
they will see that the Government are
doing everything possible to preserve the
future of our timber supplies. We have
just launched a scheme for the planting of
1,750,000 trees, which is the greatest plant-
ing in the history of the State.

The experiments with tung-oil trees are
carried out in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The introduction of
the tung- oil trees to Queensland is not
really a forestry matter, but each depart-
ment co-operates with the other. The
Sub-Department of Forestry is carrring out
these experiments on behalf of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture on the various areas
that the Department of Agriculture con-
siders are suitable from a climatic point
of view, because the suitability of climate
is the major consideration in the successful
growing of tung-oil trees. The Sub-Depart-
ment of Forestry attends to the growing of
these trees, and representatives of the
Department of Agriculture visit the planta-
tions from time to time; and in the near
future we shall be able to give information
to hon. members as to the progress the trees
are making. The hon. member for Nor-
manby and I visited the Theodore irrigation
area a short time ago, and we learned that
quite a number of the settlers there had
planted tung-oil trees, but I do not think
the climatic conditions prevailing in that
area will allow of their satisfactory growth.
I understand that tung-oil trees must have
a climate where there is a good deal of
cold weather. Hon. members will be made
acquainted from time to time with the
development of these experiments,

The ex-Secretary for Lands, the hon.
member for Cunningham, was worried
because the supplies of timber on private
lands are running out. That is an argument
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in favour of the policy of the Government
in not permitting the land of the State to
be converted into freehold tenure. The
private owner of land is not concerned about
the future of the State; all he is concerned
about is making as much money as he can.
He does not care what damage he does to
the State—he. sells the timber. By the
perpetual leasehold system the Government
retain control over the timber growing on
the land, whereas we have no control over
the timber on freehold lands.

A deputation waited on the hon. member
for Bundaberg and myself outside that city
on the way to the Goodnight scrub and
urged a reduction in the cost of carriage of
timber from that area into Burldaberg I
said to them, ‘““ Why do you want a reduc-
tion on the carriage of timber? The Sub-
Department of Forestry is sending timber
from the Goodnight scrub into Bundaberg
and paying the same rate as for mllway
freight.”” They replied, < But we cut timber
on private land and we are paying the
freeholders two or three times the amount
for vroyalties than the Government are
charging in the Goodnight scrub.” Hon.
members will there see another instence of
the danger of freehold land tenure

Mr. Moore: You can control it.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXNDS:

We cannot control it.
Mr. Moore: You compel the frecholder
to sell.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
We do not compel him. All the frecholder
is concerned about is the making of money.
He does not care twopence about the future
of the State. Over leasehold land we can
exercise a certain control. The hon, mem-
ber for Cunningham, who served a term as
Secretary for Public Lands, has again shown
how necessary it is for the lands of the
State to be under the control of the Govern-
ment, so that everything on that land can
be controlled for the benelit of the people
of the State. The hon. member displayed
a great decal of concern as to the rfuture
supplies of timber of Queensland. I can
assure him that neither he mnor I will be
here when the supplies of timber of Queens-
land are cut out. I interjected at the time
about the pessimism displayed when I was
a youngster about supplies of coal. As a
youngster—and that was some time ago—I
was very perturbed on reading in the Press
that at the existing rate of consumpticn of
coal in a very short space of time the supply
would be exhausted. I was very sensitive
and I looked to the time when there would
be no fires and 1 should be left shivering
with cold. But what has happened? To-day
we cannot find a market for coal in any
part of the State. I can assure the hon.
member for Cunningham and everyone else
that there will be no shortage of timber
because before that time arrives some sub-
stitute will have been found, in exactly the
same way as petrol has superseded coal.

The department to-day is embarked on the
largest planting operations in the bistory of
the State. The scheme is carefully planned.
The Sub-Department of Forestry designs
and plants carefully. Nothirg is dene hap-
hazardly in that department. I payx tribute
to its officers, from the Director to the
youngest junior, for the very efficient and
careful work being performed. One thing I
specially admire 1s the carcful planning of

Homn. P. Pease. |
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all their work. The Director and his officers
work all hours—they do not work by the
clock—endeavouring to do something for
Queensland in regard to forestry. In our
Director we have a man who has now become
one of the leading authorities in Australia
and in the world regarding reforestation.
No one need be alarmed, so long as the
present Dircctor and the officors of the
department are there, that the Government
will @llow forestry lands to be opened for
development without due regard to the
future. A survey has been made of every
part of the State. The areas that produce
the various timbers are known end the needs
of the districts are worked out. The Direc-
tor has vision, and in years to come the
people of Queensland will appreciate the
fact that they had such a good man in
charge of their forestry affairs. I would
commend hon, members to read in to- day’s
Press the report issued by the department
regarding its recent planting scheme. For
the benefit of the Chamber 1 desire to draw
particular reference to the passages con-
cerning the Mary Valley and Yarraman
districts—

“ Within the next few weeks the burn-
ing off of some hundreds of acres of
recently fallen scrub in the Mary Valley
and Yarraman districts will signaliso
another big planting campaign by the
Queensland  Forest Service, said the

Minister for ILands (Mr. P. Pease)
to-day.
* The department’s programme pro-

vides for the planting this financial year
of 1,750,000 trees on 2,728 acres of land.

“ A notable feature of the programme
this yvear is the use of deserted tobacco
and banana lands in the Beerburrum
and Mount Mee areas.”

That shows what a wonderful asset to the
State the Sub-Department of Forestry is.
This CGovernment, in an endeavour to do
something for the unemploved decided to
attempt tobacco growing at Beerburrum.
That was an honest attempt to reduce unem-
ployment. It cost a good deal of money,
but it was an honest attempt, and, as Mr.
Hughes said, when people were ctltlclsmg
the soldier settlements in Australia, ““1If
only one man out of every hundred is suc-
cessfully placed on the land of Australia,
something has been done.” Tobacco grow-
ing at Beerburrum may not have been a
great success, but the Sub-Department of
Forestry is now planting trees in that area,
and in my opinion, its efforts will show good
returns to the State.

For the benefit of hon. members who want
to know what timbers we are planting, I
quote the following from the report:—

“The full programme for the year
included the planting of 1,365 acres with
hoop and kauri pines, 392 acres with
eucalypts, and 934 acres of exotics, such
as Caribacea, Taeda, and Platula pines,
and 37 acres of other species, mainly
maple.

‘“ These plantings would carry officers
of the department far and wide over
Southern Queensland. Abandoned
tobacco farms at Beerburrum to the
extent of 230 acres would be placed under

hardwoods, blackbutt, ironbark, and
tallowwood being the species selected
for planting on these areas. The stocks

had been raised and tubed ready for the
[Hon. P. Pease.
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planting operations to commence at an
early date. Banana blocks at Yandina
which had produced first prize bananas
for the Royal National Show were revert-
ing to forest also. Some of these were
planted up last year, and more would
be occupied by young forest this year.
At Woondum, near Kin Kin, and at
Mount Mee, banana lands were being
and would be placed under hardwood
forests in the coming year, ironbark
being the favoured timber in each case.

“The hoop pine and kauri planta-
tions would be more extensive than any
other, as 1,365 acres, representing nearly
700,000 trees, would be added to the
Queensland forest area in the coming year.
The eucalypts would account for another
117,600 trees, while the exotics for another
750 000.”

T wish the members of the Committee to
realise that the Sub-Department of Forestry
is alive to the situation, and is doing very
fine work. The hon. member for Kennedy,
who, like myself, has travelled about the
State and seen the development in this
industry, congratulated the Sub-Department
of Forestry upon its good work. He also
spoke about the exhibit at the Royal
National Association Show. I am very
pleased with my officers who made that
exhibit possible. Every officer, from the
Director of Forestry down, worked long
hours upon that exhibit, which I am sure
everybody admired. I also wish to thank the
various timber merchants of Brisbane, who
co-operated with the Sub- Depfntment of
Forestry in the creation of that very fine
advertisement of Queensland timbers. So
proud were we of that exhibit that we sent
it to the Melbourne Exhibition, and we
were very gratified indeed to find that it

excited the same keen admiration there
that it did in Brisbane. The timber and
cabinet trade interests in  Melbourne

co-operated with our officers in every possible
way, because they were as interested as we
in showing that Australia is capable of pro-
ducing some of the finest timbers in the
world

Mr. Moore: Can you tell us what is being
done about some of those diseases that are
affecting our pine?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The Sub-Department of Forestry is co-operat-
ing with the Department of Agriculture
in an endeavour to combat that disease,
but jt was found necessary to go
out of the State for a pathologist capable
of coping with the problem. It has not yet
been definitely established whether the
source of the trouble is in the soil or in the
trees themselves. We have found, upon
inquiry, that they are not bothered with this
disease in Brazil and other parts of the
world from which these trees were imported;
s0 1t would appear that the discase is really
in the soil. I was very pleased to see that the
Director of Forestry was very concerned at
the thought that we could not plant pine
in the Beerburrum district. It would
appear that Beerburrum and Beerwah are
the two centres where this disease will
vitally affect planting operations during the
coming year. I am pleased to see by the
repert which he has issued to-day that he
has evidently coped with the disease a$
Reerburrum to such an extent that he is now
prepared to go ahead with planting. A
few months ago he told me that he did not
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cons’der he could possibly take respensi-
bility of spending moner at Beerburrum in
planting because of the danger of that
disease. It is gratifving to learn that
through the work of the pathologist some-
thing can now be done.

The hon, member for Toowong also spoke
about the display at the Brisbane Ixhi-
bition, and urged that it was necessary to
dxxtn‘)utg pamphlets showing the prices of
the various materials exhibited. The
department does not manufacture, and it
does not enter into competition with private
enterprisc. It is not a State enterprise,
and we believe in allowing private enter-
prize to exploit this business, and do what-
ever is necessary in the manufacture of
timber into articles for sale. I want to say,
however, that we shall certainly attend to
this matter of the distribution of pamphlets
in the future. The hon. member for
Toowong, and other hon. members of this
Committee, however, are not quite correct.
Mr. Matyear and other officers of the
department attended the display and did
everything they possibly could in the way
of explaining to the people exactly what
was there.

Mr. MAXWELL:
prices,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
They did. We realize that private people
should do the manufacturing. Brett and Co.
and other cabinet-makers quoted prices to
inquirers, and also took orders. These
companies were endeavouring to secll their
products. Nevertheless, I will in future see
to it that pamphlets are distributed. The
Minister for Transport reminded me to-day
that at the great Melbourne Centenary
Exhibition two of the best displays, in the
opinion of the people, were those of the
Queensland Sub-Department of Forestry and
the Queensland Tourist Bureau.

HonouraBLE Mremsers: They were, too.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
am pleased to hear hon. members say
that, because every department co-operated.
There was co-operation between the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Stock, Department
of Public Lands, and the Railway Depart-
ment. These departments tried to place
Queensland well on the map at that Cen-
tenary Hxhibition. We realized that people
from all over the world would come to Mel-
bourne, and we were determined to do the
best we could. The Minister for Transport
was there—I was not able to be present—
and he told me that the general opinion of
the people and the Press was that it was a
wonderful display. As a matter of fact, on
meo’rmg the Governor of Victoria and his
Lady at Gatton recently, one of the compli-
ments they paid me was on the wonderful
display Queensland had made at the Cen-
tenary Exhibition in their State.

At 7 pan.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

The hon. member for Isis made mention of
the Goodnight scrub and the natural
regeneration of pine forests. T recommend
any person interested in_ forest country to
nay a visit to the area, When I paid a visit
to the area recently, with the member for
Bundaberg and others, we were shown trees
that were 100 years old and we also saw
naturally regenerated trees that were very
little more than a day old. ‘There is a

They did not explain
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very heavy growth of naturally regenerated
trees in the area. The Sub-Department of
Forestry has adopted the policy of supply-
ing logs from timber areas to the nearest
sawmills and the very up-to-date mill in
Bundaberg draws a considerable quantity of
its log supplies from this area.

The hon. member for Isis also dealt with
the very controversial subjsct of forestry
versus land settlement, and, as hon. members
will have noticed during the debate, there
is a considerable divergence of oplmon on
the subject even amongst hon. members on
the same side of the Chamber. The ex-
Secretary for Public Liands, the hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham, stressed the need for
taking great care of our forestry areas, whilst
on the other hand the hon. member for
Nanango and others urged that the require-
ments of land settlement should not be over-
looked. A complete survey is being made of
forestry lands, but the duty devolves upon
the Government to make very careful investi-
gation before locking up lanus for forestry
purposes. Once an area has been designed
for forestry purposes it can be alienated for
land settlement purposes only with the con-
sent of Parliament. Of course, the Govern-
ment in power have the necessary majority
to do what they like, but no Government
would insist on forestry land being made
available for land settlement unless they
considered it was sound policy to do so.

Some hon, members—the hon. member for
Cunningham in particular—referred to the
opening of the Rungella land. We had
repeated requesis to open this land for seitle-
ment and we did what we considered to be
the wisest thing. The development of the
sugar industry had reached a point when it
was considered inadvisable to approve of any
new cane assignments. The Gladstone butter
factory decided to open a branch factory at
'\/Ia,cka.v provided cream supplies were forth-
coming, but, as everyone knows, there was
only a limited quantity of land on the coast
near Mackay suitable for dairying, and if
the new factory was to be supr)hea with
cream new dauvmw lands, would ha\e to be
found elsewhere. Eventually the Govern-
ment decided to carry out a survey of the
Eungella area for dairying purposes. The
ploposal was carefully examined by the
Director of Forests, the Land Administration
Board, and other officials of the Depmtments
of \quculture and Public Lands, and ulti-
mately forty portions were alienated. A
Bill was passed through this Parliament last
session empowering the Government to make
these portions available for land scitlement.

In spite of what the hon. member for
Cunningham says, I agree with the hon.
member for Mirani, and also the ex-hon.

member for Mirani, Mr., Swayne, that the
area opened for selection is good settlement
land.  We did not open that land hap-
hazardly. We had two or three investiga-
tion committees. In addition to that the
Port Curtis Dairy Company expended a
good deal of camtal in opening a branch
factory at Mackay. Its officials aiso made
an independent investigation of the area,
the results of which it was good enough to
make available to the dep(utuvcnt These

officers were gquite satisficd that we were
doing the right thing to make the land a-ail-
able for settlement,

A

Mr. Jessov: My, Fadden, the ¢x-nember
for Kennedy, also recommended it.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

That is so. The proof of the pudding is in

Hon. P, Pegse.]
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the eating. The fact is—and the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani can bear me out—that when
the land was opened for selection, forty to
fifty applications, not only from Queensland
but from all parts of Australia, were received
for one block.

Mr. T. L. WirLiavs: It must be good land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

Iv is. It possesses a good average rainfall
and a good temperature. As a matter of
fact, tho Surveyor-General, Mr. Harvey,

who cveryone must admit knows sometling
about land-—because his job is not done
sitting in Brisbane, but travelling through-
out the State—repoxted that the Lunﬂella,
landc contained some of the finest land for
dairy settlement that he had seen.

I can assure hon. members, however, that
we have not overlooked forestry needs in
that area. There is in the Eungella timber
reserve probably one of the finest stands of
cedar in Australia. As soon as the develop-
ment that is taking place at_ Mackay in

regard to the harbour is completed, which
wnl cheapen the handling of timber, we
intend to exploit the stands in that area.
There is a very fine collection of woods in
that arca. To-day they are not in use.
These timbers will aid in making the supply
of timber, particularly cedar, more assured.

The hon. member for Isis spoke about the
marketing of Queensland timber in other
States. We have co-ordinated all phases of
the industry. A board has been constltuted
on which are represented timber interests in
Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria.
Mr. Duffy, the chairman of the Timber
Advisory Committee, who is the officer recog-
nized as the trading expert in the Sub-
Department of Forestry, is charged with
Iookmg after the export ‘of timber and sup-
plies of timber to local sawmillers. That is a
subject he knows a good deal about. We take
great care to co-operate, not only with the
timber interests in Melbourne and Sydney,
but our own timber people in Brisbane, for
the purpose of regulating price levels. We
have a fairly good understanding. It is
necessary to have an orderly marketing of
timber. We have a very good market for
timber, particu]arly log timber, in the
koutherr States. Several hon. members on

s side of the C'ommittee accompanied me
a visit to Cooktown last year. We saw
samples of the wonderful timber that is now
being despatched by Mr. Johnson to Sydney
and Melbourne direct from Cooktown. He
has secured the rights for that timber. None
of that timber in that area was harvested
until now.

I mention these facts to assure members
that they need not be alarmed about the
supply of timber. We are opening up new
areas that have never been exploited before,
containing, not thousand:‘ but millions, of
feet of timber. It is fitting that I should
pay a tribute to Messrs. John Burke Limited,
which erntrols the steamer service north-
wards of Cairns, Owing to the cheap rate
of freight this company has made available
from Cooktown to Sydney and Melbourne
we are able to enter Southern markets and
compete successfully with log timber from
those areas. John Burke Limited does not
belong to any steamship combine, It gives
the $imber people as cheap a rate as pos-
sible.  Timber is “ back loading ” for it. 1
am pleased to pay this tribute to this com-
pany, which has rendered great assistance
in marketing this product of Queensland.

[Hon.P. Pease.
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The traffic also gives a considerable amount
of employment, which is a very good thing.

The hon. member for Isis spoke about the
access roads to the Goodnight scrub and
pointed out that he considered the methods
of transport were not what they should be,
because we were using roads instecad of
railways. That matter will have careful
investigation.

I was pleased to have the congratulations
of the hon. member for Enoggera because
he has travelled the State a good deal and
realises that the department is doing good
work. From what he observed in the North
he realises it is essential to reforest. I
accompanied many Southern members to the
North and showed them what we are doing
in the Atherton district in the way of
reforestation.

The hon. member for Enoggera also made
reference to the activities of the Mary-
borough sawmills, and specially referred to
the tribute paid by Messrs. Hyne and Son,
Limited, to the Sub-Department of Forestry
for what it has done. Anyone who has been
to Maryborough recently will realise the
great improvement, compared with a few
vears ago. The sawmills are now working
two or three shifts, whereas previously they
were idle.

Mr. MaxwerL: Hyne and Son, Limited,
paid the same tribute to the Moore Govern-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The fact is that they supported the hon.
member for Maryborough at the recent
election.

The hon. member for Enoggera has given
some thought to the matter of restricting
supplies to sawmills and pointed out that
he thought it was a good thing for the Sub-
Department of Forestry to zone its supplies
of timber for the various mills. That Is
what we are doing. The Director of
Forestry is carefully planning, and he has
now got all the supplies of timber in the
State zoned for the sawmills in those areas,
and he is doing his best to see that each
sawmill gets the timber from the ncarest
source of supply. That is a good thing.

The hon. member for Hamilton gave a
long dissertation on timber matters. He is
very intercsted in this subject and has a
good knowledge of it. He reforred to the
revenue that was derived from timber and
stated that we were perhaps diverting too
much of that revenue to consolidated
revenue. After all, by so doing we are
diminishing our deficit, and no hon. mem-
ber will argue that it is not a good thing
to reduce our deficit, which would be con-
siderably increased it we did not place the
surplus revenue from timber sources to
consolidated revenue. By so doing we are
saving the State a considerable amount by
way of interest, and I think that is a very
good practice. After all, the revenue from
timber increases employment, the increased
employment means a greater purchasing
power, business people bcneﬁt and the State
has a buoyant revenue. Accordlng to recent
figures there has been an increasze in the
spendmg power of the people of Brisbane,
as reflected in the bank returns, of
£14,750,000 this year, which is a considerable
sum.

The hon. member for Cunningham referred
to the matter of reforestation. If, for the
sake of argument, it took fifty years to
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obtain a return, as it did in the past, it
would not be a successful venture financially.
No Government—and Governments are the
custodians of the people’s money—would be
justified in spending that money in refore-
station if it was going to take fifty years
to get a return., If the money is worth
4 per cent. or 5 per cent., and the interest
obtained was only 2 per cent.—which it
would be on the basis of a fifty-year
return—it could not be classed as good
business. It is because of research and
modern methods in forestry that the stage
has been reached where reforestation and
the growing of certain classes of timber will
give a return in less than fifty years. In
the display at the Brisbane Exhibition the
Director of Forestry had timber in its
various stages of growth, even down to
twelve years old. We are aiming at refore-
sration on business lines. Te provide future
supplies of timber at a cost of twice as
much as the timber is worth would not be
a good business proposition, and whatever
Labour Governments may do, they work on
business  principles.  They conserve the
money of the people and if they did not the
Opposition would be quite justified in con-
demning them—for example, for expending
on reforestation money that could be more
profitably used in other ways. It would
not be good business if the interest return
on money expended in reforestation was not
more than the cost of that money. Because
of the increased efficiency in research the
department is making reforestation a pay-
able proposition,

The hon. member for Hamilton afforded
me an excellent opportunity to show how
fortunatc the people of Queensland are in
their timber supplies. The hon. member is
a man in the business and should know.
He stated that the demand for timber for
home building had greatly increased. I
agree with him, and in this connection shall
quote from the latest report issued by the
Brisbane Timber Merchants’ Association.
In that report they have a caption, ‘‘ Build
vour heme of wood.” It then reads:—

“ Brick and concrete construction of
even poor quality is much costlier than
timber construction of equal dimen-
sions.”’

The report proceeds to give the average
cost of dwellings in the capital cities of the
Commonwealth between January and March,
1935—and 1 point out that this is an esti-
mate by the people who are concerned—

Capital. Cost.
Sydney £1,208
Melbourne 1,030
Adelaide ... ... .. 948
Tasmania 838
Perth 591
Brisbane ... .. ... 503

The figures quoted for Brisbane would
apply alse to the major towns of the State.
Hon. members will see that a house of the
same dimensions would cost in Brisbane
£503 and Sydney £1,208. The two cities
showing the lowest ratio of cost are Brishane
and Perth, and it must be remembered that
they ave situated in the two States that
fave the greatest control of timber by the
Government, This is not a report issued
by the Government. This is issued by the
Brisbane Timber Merchants’ Association.

Mr. Braxp: What are the dimensions?
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It does not give the dimensions. The hon.
member for Hamilton can give the hon.
member that information, It is the report
of an association with which he is connected,
and of course his association would not say
anything that was not correci any more
than he would say anything in this Chamber
that was not correct. The figures I have
quoted are thus introduced—

“The average cost of dwellings in
the capital cities of the Commonwealth
between the months of January and
March, 1935, compare——"’

It then goes on and gives the costs.

Mr. Braxp: Of course, the house in
Melbourne would probably be constructed
of brick.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Ne one will deny that the house constructed
in Brisbane will give equal satisfaction to
the people who live in it as a house erected
in either Sydney or Melbourne, irrespective
of the material of which it is constructed.
The efficiency, durability, and capacity to
withstand the weather are just as great in
the Queensland timber house as in the brick
house in either Sydney or Melbourne.

Mr. Braxp: You have not had those
figures checked by the Department of Public
Works.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
I would not think of checking figures issued
by the hon. member for Hamilton. His
association says that the lower average in
Quecnsland is attributable to the State-wide
use of wood in home building. I drive about
this city a good deal and use my powers
of observation to find out for myself what is
going on, and I suppose I know as much
about the city of Brisbane as any man who
has lived here all his life. From my know-
ledge of Brisbane, I should say that the
homes here are as attractive and just as
efficient and useful to the people who own
them as are the homes in Sydney or Mel-
bourne. I have seen wooden buildings forty,
fifty, and sixty years old in the North in
which the timber was as good as when those
buildings were first constructed. Thanks to
our timber supply, the man in Brisbane is
able to build a fair average house for £503.
As the Brisbane Timber Merchants’ Associa-
tion says, the low average for the house in
Brisbane is attributable to the State-wide
use of wood for home building. The
figures quoted are very illuminating and show
what timber means to the people of this
State in providing homes at a reasonable
price.

The hon., member for Hamilton referred
to the plywood pool, and I was pleased to
hear that he was satisfied that the constitu-
tion of that pool was a good move. We were
subjected to a certain amount of criticism
at first. but Labour Governments do not
worry about that. They just go ahead and
do things! Some very hard statements were
made about my department and myself when
wo constituted this pool. One member of
the trade went to the Prime Minister and
complained about our action. That very
man is now a member of the pool, which is
showing what orderly marketing means! I
agree with the hon. member for Hamilton
that orderly marketing is worth while.
Every plywood manufacturer is a member
of the pool. It is 100 per cent. efficient, and
all manufacturers are striving to improve

Hon. P. Pease.]
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conditions; and what is rot its least impor-
tant feature-——the price has not been increased
to the people of this State. Price-cutting is
no longer indulged in and all manufacturers
are concerned in increasing efficiency and
producing an article that can be readily
sold. That plywood pool got in touch with
plyvwood manufacturcrs in New South Wales
and Victoria and showed them exactly what
orderly marketing means. It means not only
increased dividends—from which the State
reaps a good deal of profit in the form of
taxes and improved national income—but it
has alvo increased cmployment.
Mr. BraXD: Has it increased the price?

The SECRETARY, FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Not to any great extent. In my. opinion,
plywood is getting better and better, owing
to the fact that the manufacturers realise
that they must sce that the public get the
very best.

Hon. members spoke about extending that
principle to sawmills generally. That ques-
tion is now receiving consideration. The
Government are probably more concerned
with the timber industry than any other
industry in the State, because the State
owns the raw material. Privately owned
timber is rapidly disappearing. If we are
able to assure a decent return to the saw-
mills and plywood mills they are able to
pay good wages and observe award condi-
tions, and the Stafe. in addition to receiving
revenue by way of taxation, makes a profit
out of the raw material. If the sawmillers
are fighting one against the other and reduc-
Ing rates, the Government have to consider
a reduction in the rates on logs, so that, in
the end, the State is more concerned about
the orderly marketing of timber than any
other commodity produced in Queensland.

Competition from overseas, as the hon.
member for Hamilton knows, is very acute.
We had the pleasure last year of a visit
by the Tariff Board. Whilst in Queensland
we took good care of the members. I saw
that everything was shown to them in respect
to the timber industry, and we had Mr.
Duffy and Mr. Grenning placing before
themr the exact position. I am pleassd to
say that that meant a great deal to the
timber industry, because the members of
that hoard were good enough to see to it
thet we were not let down because of
urportations of certain timbers. Wec are
watching the import of timber all the time,
and we are taking care that Queensland’s
1nterests and Australia’s interests are pre-
served.

The hon. member for Hamilton spoke
about reforestation and the need for care-
ful planning ahead. e is quite right. e
seemed to think, however, that it would have
been better if we had spent more money
last year on reforestation. We are spending
more money now than we have ever done
before. Certain people say that we are not
spending enough, but the Sub-Department
of Forestry last year spent all it could spend.
It is not possible without a complete organi-
sation to spend a good deal of money;
you have got to organise the nurseries and
the various stages of reforestation gradually.
Seed has to be obtained, the planting out
has to be done, and there is thinning out
to attend to. We have reached the stage
when we can plant 1,750,000 trees for the
current financial year. That is indeed a
big step.

[Hon. P. Pense.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

The hon. member for Port Curtis spoke
about a visit to the Technological Museum
in Sydney and the utilisation of timbers not
universally used in Queensland. The Govern-
ment are doing a great deal in this respect.
In Melbourne, too, research is going on all
the time. I do not know whether many
members have visited the Forestry Research
Institute in Melbourne. Students, prinei-
pally girls from the University of Melbourne,
are classifying timbers, As a matter of
facl, the director pointed out that it was
Lard to get young men to take on this work.
He had students from the University, but
it was found to be a bit tedious io the men,
and he found that the best people for ihat
class of work were the girl graduates. When
I was down in Melbourne with Mr. Grenning
I saw a considerable number of girls at
work classifying thousands of timbers from
all over the world, including our own, and
what they could do was remarkable. Girls
with experience could quickly tell you to
what species the timbers they were examin-
ing under the microscope belonged. In
addition to getting reports from that Insti-
iute, we send officers from the Sub-Depart-
ment of Forestry to spend a period of six
months in it for the purpose of being trained.
We have had some of our prominent officers
down there for six months, attending the
Institute daily and collecting most useful
information. I do not think many of us
on this side of the Committee will be able
to get to Melbourne, but if any of the mem-
bers of the Opposition are able to get down
for an interesting event coming off in a little
while, I commend to them a visit to this
Institute. The offices are situated close to
the city, and I am confident that anyone
who makes it a visit will be pleased. I
desire to pay a tribute to the director of
that Institute, Mr. Boas. I think he is
well known to many members of this Cham-
ber. He is in touch with the world situa-
tion in regard to timbers. Recently he was
sent overseas to attend various conferences
on behalf of the Commonwealth Government,
and I pay a tribute to him for what he has
done in the interests of the timber industry.
He has demonstrated the possibilities of
various timbers, and, generally speaking,
has done good work not only for Queens-
land but also for the other States.

The hon. member for Albert, who recently
visited England, complimented the Govern-
ment on their forestry exhibit in the city of
London, I desire also to pay a tribute to
Mr. Pike, Acting Agent-Genere!, for his
excellent services in the interests of Queens-
land forestrv operations. During the con-
sideration of the Hstimates for the Premier
and Chief Becretary’s Department, My, Pike
was praised for his splendid services in other
directions, but I should like to add that
Gucensland ought to be very grateful to him
for ths very fine work that he has done in
connection with the timber industry. From
the very moment he arrived in England, as
secrctary to the Agent-General, he interested
himself in timber matters, and az a resuit
orders are being received from overseas for
Queensland timber, particularly for piles for
wharf construction, At the present time we
have an application for a considerable
number of big piles for the construction of
a wharf at Talmouth, and through the
agency of Mr. Pike many other inquiries
for timber are coming in. There is not a
single phase of the industry that does not
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veceive the careful personal invostigatinn of
this gentleman.  Through the splendid ser-
vicezs of Mr. Pike the firm of Betty Joecl,
probablv the greatest manufacturer of artistic
furniture in the world, utilised a consider-
able quantity of Queensland timber in the
manufacture of furniture supplied to the
League of Nations. It gives me the greatest
pleasure indeed to pay him a tribute for his
splendid work in the interests of the Queens.
land timber industry. It clearly indicates
that the pecple who argue that the offices of
Agents-General should be merged into Aus-
tralia House, on the ground of economy, do
not know what they are talking about. Mr.
Pike's interest in Queensland timber has
been invaluable.

Reference has also been made 1o the
employment of youths in the forestry ser-
vice. The Premier has interested himself in
the subject of *‘ Giving the boy a chance ;
unlike the previous Government, we believe
in action not in words, There is one thing
about a Labour Government—when it makes
a promise it keeps it. The Premier has
endeavoured to do what he can for the boys,
and the Sub-Department of Forestry, among
others, was ssked what it could do to assist
in this direction. I have received a report
from the Director of Forests, pointing out
that 108 youths have been appointed as cadet
foresters, All are under twenty-one years of
age and in receipt of an average weekly
wage of £2 10s. Of course, this scheme
could not have been inaugurated and main-
tained without the assistance of the Treasury,
which has provided £14,000 this year to
maintain the boys in employment. These
boys are employed at Bundaberg, Fraser
Island, Clermont, Dalby, Maryborough,
Imbil, Yarraman, and Brisbane. When the
House rises 1 propose to invite hon. mem-
bers on both sides of the Chamber to pay a
visit to one of the places where the boys are
engaged. I should like hon. members to
accompany the Director of Forests to the
nearest centre to sce the boys at work and
to understand what they are doing. Hon,
members can realise that 108 cadet foresters
will be of valuable service to this State after
they have passed through the entire course
and have a thorough knowledge of planting,
thinning, and so on. These boys arc not
allowed to waste their time. ILater on,
examinations will be held, and the boys who
are successful in passing the practical tests
will be oclassified and brought into the
department, where they will be of great
assistance to the State.

Mr. PLUNKETT: A very good scheme.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
T hope that hon., members will be able to
make it convenient to accept the invitation
on the day that will be fixed. I undertake
to cenvey them to the area, provide thein
with meals, and show them the work the
boys are doing.

Mr. Braxp: What about going to the
Goodnight scrub?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
There are not many boys employed in that
area, and the cost of conveying a party
there would be rather high.

It was my intention to tell hon. members
what we are doing in connection with
reforestation; but I think that the article
that appeared in the Press this evening
deals with the matter very fully. T did not
prepare that statement, nor did I know that
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it was beirg prepared. It was handed to
me by the Dircctor of Forests. The repoit
published to-day points out that 1,750,000

trees will be planted out by the officers
of the sub-department. Is that not some-
thing ?

We want to stand up for Queensland, show
what we are doing, and place on record that
her people can build houses of similar dimen-
sions cheaper than those in other States. We
want to encourage people to come here. A
Labour Government is run on business lines.
(Opposition laughter.) Absolutely! That is
why we were returned in such great numbers
and why the Opposition are so few in
numbers. I undertake that the Labour
Party received more vetes from business
people than did their opponents at the last
election. I shall not go into the details
of our reforestation policy, because the report
of the department will very shortly be in
the hands of hon. members.

Another innovation to Queensland has been
inaugurated by the Sub-Department of
Forestry. Hon. members will be interested
to know that, thanks to money provided by
the Home Department, a forestry prison
farm has for the first time in Queensland
been instituted at Palen, Mount Lindesay.
The Home Department considered it prefer-
able that first offenders should not asso-
ciate with habitual criminals. In the past
a young man, on making his first slip in
life, was sent to a prison where he asso-
ciated with lifelong and habitual eriminals.
That environment was not for his better-
ment. The idea is to separate first offenders
from prison habitués. To that end the
Home Secretary developed the idea of a
forestry farm. THe realised that it was
far better to give men, particularly those
who went astray early in life, a chance.
New South Wales has similar farms. The
Director of Forests and also the Home Secre-
tary visited New South Wales and inspected
them. The forestry farm at Palen consists of
74 acres. The timber has been felled and
grass was planted by the Sub-Department
of Forestry before it was handed over to
the Home Department on 6th December,
1934, 1 understand from that department
that the men there are doing good work.
If any hon. member cares to visit this farm
he will see a genuine effort made at reforma-
tive work by a Labour Government. The
results so far are satisfactory.

I want to conclude by pointing out that
during the year three additional national
parks were proclaimed. As everyone knows,
a national park, a State forest, or a timber
reserve is proclaimed by Parliament, and
can be used for other purposes only with the
consent of Parliament. The three new
national parks proclaimed are at Lake
Barrine, Lake Eacham, and the jungle land
on the Gillies Highway. These threo
national parks comprise 336,000 acres. If
will be of interest to hon. members to know
that the area of national parks, State forests,
and timber reserves now gazetted in Queens-
land is 6,000,111 acres—the largest on record.

I want to pay a final tribute to the Sub-
Department of Forestry for the work it is
doing. I can assure the Committee that not
only are wec making careful provision for
the employment of men in our timber indus-
try by taking care of the sawmills, but we
are also paying careful attention to the
reforestation of the State. The hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham can sleep comfortable

Hon. P. Pease.]
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to-night in the knowledge that neither he
nor I shall be on this earth when the forests
of Queensland are exhausted.

HoxouraBLE MENMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) [7.39 p.m.]:
The Minister drew attention to the tribufes
that have been paid to his Government and
his own department by certain sawmillers in
Maryborough. I interjected that a similar
tribute had been paid to the Moore Govern-
ment on account of its work. The work
done by the Moore Government on behalf
of the sawmillers at Maryborough was done
at a time when it was needed most. Unem-
ployment was rampant at the time not only
in Brisbane but also in Maryborough. The
Moore Government did certain things that
gave a fillip to the industry and assisted
considerably to place it on its present sound
footing.

I desirec to draw the attention of the
Comunittee to a letter that was sent to the
Hon. A. E. Moore, M.Il.A., when he was
Premier of this State, by Messers Wilson,
Hart, and Company, of Maryborough, which
appears on page 492 of *‘ Hansard ” for 1934,
and reads—

“Sir,—

‘ We desire to record our appreciation
of the decision made by the Government
a few days ago to further assist the saw-
milling industty of this State by making
a_further drop of royalty payable on
pine and hardwood and, in addition, to
pay a subsidy of 5s. per 100 fect on
rough and dressed pine ordered from
the State. This decision will, in our
oplnion, give an impetus to the saw-
milling industry, particularly in South-

ern Queensland, inasmuch as it will
permit of our accepting orders for
Queensland pine from the Southern

States at clearly satisfactory rates.

““ We believe the Government’s action
will be the foundation upon which a
large export trade will be built within
a_comparatively short space of time pro-
vided, of course, the millers themselves
handle the situation as it should be
handled.”

I also desire to draw attention to a letter
received by the Hon. A. E. Moore ahout
the same time from Messrs. Hyne and Son,
Limited, Maryborough, which appears on

page 493 of ‘“ Hansard” for 1934, and
reads—
“We wish to tender you and your
colleagues of the Cabinet our sincere

thanks for your action in reducing royal-
ties on both log pine and hardwood and
allowing a rebate of 5s. per 100 feet on
all sawn pine coming from Crown logs
cxported out of the State.

“We nced hardly say that these con-
cessions are very greatly appreciated and
the assistance so afforded to the industry
will, in our opinion, be considerable.
We think that we should now soon be
in a position to retrieve our lost Southern
market, consequently placing us in a
positicn to give more cmploymeni to
many of our hands who have been work-
ing very short time.”

1 desired to let the Committee know that
it was not only the Labour Government that
did something to assist the sawmillers of
Maryborough. During a period when those
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sawmillers, like other people, were suffer-
ing from the effects of the depression the
Moore Government came to their assistance,
and the policy initiated by them in that
respect has only been continued by the
present Government.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango) [7.44 p.m.]: [
desire to pay a tribute to the Minister for
his ability in establishing a record for
throwing bouquets during the course of a
speech. I do not think a specech has been
delivered in any Parliament in the Common-
wealth in the course of which so many
bouquets have been thrown over such a
wide area—which practically embraced the
world—as that delivered by the Minister
to-night.

During the course of this debate the
Minister has twice said the settlement on
the Nanango-Blackbutt line was in a remote
portion of the State. If the Minister desires
to reach that arca he can do so by road
or rail after travelling a little over 100 miles
from Brisbane. I hope the Minister will act
on the report that he has in his office in
regard to this matter.

The Land Administration Board and the
representative of the Sub-Department of
Forestry have written a very fine report.
The Minister mentioned the butter factory
at Mackay as having benefited greatly by
the opening up cf the forestry reserves near
Mackay. The same argument could be used
in respect of the land I refer to. Butter
factories have been erected, railways and
roads constructed and everything necessary
for settlement provided, with the exception
of the most desirable convenience of all,
schools. Many of the settlers are unable to
obtain schools or recreation grounds simply
on account of the forests surrounding the
areas. I trust that the Secretary for Public
Lands will act upon the report sent in to
the department. A certain portion of this
area could be opened up for land seitlement,
without undue interference with forest
lands. Primary production could go hand
in hand with reforestation and this would
create a balanced production for the district.
The question is a very important one to the
district and in addition the road and railway
facilities between Ipswich, Brisbane, and the
Southern Burnett.

I hope that it is not the intention of the
Government to assist the large sawmillers
of the State, against the small millers. The
former control what might be tcrmed, in
some respects, a monopolistic industry, and
are able to squash out of existence the
small concerns, which have heen experienc-
irg a very hard time. The large monopolies
are the purchasers of the timber, which in
very many cases Is put up in such large
quantities that it is absolutely impossible
for the small millers to make a purchase.
The large millers are then in a positicn to
ration out supplies to their smaller
colleagues.,

Mr. JEesson:
represent.

Mr, EDWARDS: Those are the people
the Government are representing on this
occasion. We on this side represent the small
miller as well.

Those arc the pecple you

Mr. Waters: You have no right to say
that.

Mr., EDWARDS: That is the position.
The Government should realise that it is
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essential that the small millers should be
kept going in their own districts because
they are necessary to supply the local demand
of sawn timber.

Another matter that merits discussion in
connection with the Sub-Department of
Forestry is the practice of taking from certain
districts an enormous amount of money with-
out returning a sufficient amount in the con-
struction of roads. In certain districts
the roads are being used for hauling timber,
the proceeds from the sale of which is paid
into consolidated revenue. Certainly, under
certain circumstances money in that fund
has been allocated for the construction of
roads. In districts where forestry and refore-
station operations are taking place, the
forestry people in many instances use the
roads much more than the settlers, yet the
settlers are charged with their construction
and maintenance. That seems to me to be
most unfair and the position is aggravated
when one finds that most of the money col-
lected from the sale of timber is spent in
Brisbane. A large sum of this money
could be well spent on the roads and a
percentage put back into reforestation. I
admit that a certain amount of money 1is
being used for that purpose, but by no means
cnough. I realise that reforestation is a
big question, but it is one of the avenues
in which the unemployed could be best
absorbed, because a successful reforestation
scheme will prove a wonderful source of
revenue to the State. Too much cannot be
said in favour of reforestation on suitable
land. The lands to which I have referred
are a different proposition. Large areas are
available in Queensland for reforestation
purposes, but, unfortunately, the Sub-
Department of Foresiry seems to be con-
centrating on those areas in which the timber
has already been growing. I am certain
there is much land which, if broken up and
treated, would prove as suitable for refore-
station as that on which the trees are grow-
ing at the present time. When one considers
the enormous revenue derived by the State
from the sale of timber and its carriage by
rail for hundreds of miles in many cases,
it seems rather sad that the railways have
lost money on lines in timber districts.
Roads have been broken up, and the settlers
in many instances have been called upon to
pay for the damage while the State has
drawn an enormous revenue from this source.
With careful handling of the finances of
the State we should have been able to have
constructed beautiful roads and to pay for
the railways on which this timber has been
hauled for a number of years, out of the
revenue derived from the timber. Districts
that possessed large forests should now be
standing far above all others in Queensland.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [7.53 p.m.]: The
Minister delivered a very long speech on
this vote. He indulged in a great deal of
propaganda and did a good deal of adver-
tising. I consider him the champion adver-
tiser of the Government. He is a great
publicity officer. Am I to understand the
Minister to say that the Premier is employ-
ing 108 boys in this forestry work and has
spent £14,000 in doing so?

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC Laxps: No. I
said that the Premier found £14,000, and with
that £14,000 we are employving 108 boys.
Those boys are all earning their money.

Mr., NIMMO: Tt seems remarkable that
I should find that the Commonwealth aid
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for forestry is responsible for the employ-
ment of 102 boys in the Sub-Department of
Forestry.

The SecreTary For Pusnic Laxps: The
Premier had to find £14,000 of that money.

Mr. NIMMO: The Minister should have
given some credit to the Commonwealth
Government, who inaugurated that scheme.
The Nationalist Federal Government have
been responsible for the employment of the
boys. The Minister was discreetly silent
on that point. One wonders if he would give
credit to anybody but a Labour Govern-
ment, no matter what it did. I think the
employment of those boys in forestry work
is a wise move, but I think the Govern-
ment who inaugurated the scheme should
have credit for it. I find that the Sub-
Department of Forestry is cutting out our
timbers at a very rapid vate. The Minister
has taken great credit for the huge sale of
log timber last year. I think he said that
95,000,000 superficial feet of pine had been
cut. I notice that a big amount of that
timber is going South as log timber. 1
hope that timber is not being slaughtered
or given away, because in a short time our
people in Queensland will not have any
timber here and will have to depend on
outside supplies. I think T should be right
in saying that within ten years Queensland
will not have any soft woods of any conse-
quence left. Our forests should be more
carefully preserved and the full price
obtained for the State.

Mr. Jesson: That is a damaging state-
ment you have made.

Mr. NIMMO : By that log timber going
South no work is provided in this State,
and many of the smaller mills operating
in Queensland are jeopardised.

Mr. Jesson: How do you make that out?

Mr. NIMMO: In a very short period
these mills will be unable to get supplies
unless they get them from the big importers
of foreign timbers.

Mr. Hitron:
Queensland ?

Mr. NIMMO: T have,
hon. member suggest?

Mr. Hizron: That you do not know any-
thing about forestry.

Mr. NIMMO: I know more
forestry than the hon. member.
Nanango area, certain timbers should have
been preserved for the use of the people in
that distriet, but the forests there have been
wiped out completely and the land placed
under farms. To-day the people have to
pay very high prices in order to get timber.
Nature has made certain places suitable
for the growth of timber. The Minister
referred to plantings at Beerburrum. First
of all, the Labour Government made #
terrific mistake in placing returned soldiers
on the land at Beerburrum. The Sccretary
for Agriculture and Stock wasted much
public money in tobacco——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to confine his attention to
the vote.

Mr. NIMMO: I will The Sub-Depart-
ment of Forestry is planting timber in the
Beerburrum area now. Three different experi-
ments have been tried in that area and yet

Mr. Nimmo.)

Have you mnot travelled

What does the
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we find this department embarking on this
project.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Laxps: It is
only by experimenting that you achieve
success—even in the woollen industry.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. NIMMO: Nature has shown us
where softwood timbers will grow and the
arcas suitable for its growth should be
preserved. 1 find that the Minister has
claimed a record planting for the last year.
It will take forty to forty-five years for that
planting to replace the timber that was cut
out last year, that is, at the rate of logging
operations last year.

Mr. Powgr: How did you work it out?

Mr. NIMMO: I considered the area
planted by the sub-department last year and
the quantity of matured timber cut. In
many cases some of the trees would be 100
years old. When timber is sent South, par-
ticularly log timber, that does not provide
any employment for our people in this State.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDs: That is
rubbish.
Mr. NIMMO: Very little employment.

The department should get a fair return for
those logs. They should not be sold below
a price sufficient to compensate the State if
it has to purchase a similar quantity of
timber by importing it from overseas. The
Minister pointed out that a house could be
constructed in Queensland at a cost of £503,
and that a house of the same size would cost
£1,000 in the South.

The SeCrReTARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS:
50,

Mr. NIMMO: The Minister omitted to
inform us that the hcuse that would be con-
structed in the South would be brick, that
it would last for many years, and that the
cost of insurance, painting, and upkeep
would be less. He failed to mention that
after it had been erected for forty or fifty
years it would probably realise its cost of
construction.

The SecreTARY FOR Pusric Lanps: I have
scen brick houses deteriorate very quickly.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIc WoRKs: I have
seen houses come down when they were in
course of construction,

Mr. NIMMO : I hope that the Department
of Tublic Works will build better houses
than that. The Secrctary for Public Lands
should ba fair in his comparison.

The Serperary ror Prsnic Lanps: I did
noet make a comparison of my own. I gquoted
the case cited by the Brisbane Timber Mer-
chants’ Association. I gave it word for
word and line for line.

Mr. NIMMO: There is
between the two houses.

The Secrerary ror PusrLic Laxps: You
should tell the hon. member for Hamilton
that his association was wrong.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the
Secretary for Public Lands to cease inter-
rupting. An hon. member is entitled to
make his speech without interruption, bus
the hon. gentleman has been interrupting
for some time.

Mr. NIMMO : Tharnk yeu very much, Mr.
Hanson. The Minister stonewalled his own
Estimates, and now he objects to his remarks
heing criticised. It is not fair to compare
a wooden house and a brick house. In a

[Mr. Nimmo.
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warm climate like Queensland, wooden
houses serve the purposes of the people very
well; but the Minister knows that a wooden
house of the dimensions mentioned by him
could be constructed at a lesser cost mn the
South because of the rebates allowed to
people who purchase timber. So his com-
parison cuts no ice whatever. I simply rose
to urge the Minister to exercise caution in
anything he may do. I pay a tribute to the
officer in charge of forestry, Mr. Grenning.
He is doing excellent work. He received
splendid training under the faithful guid-
ance of his old chief, who, I am pleased to
say, now occupies the highest position in the
realm of forestry in Australia. His services
were lost to this State, but he is now happy
in his important position in a neighbouring
State.

Item (Forestry) agreed to.

SURVEY OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LLANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move

‘“ That £73,914 be granted for ¢ Survey
Office.”
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [8.5

p.m.): I desire to enter my protest against
the exorbitant survey fees charged by the
Department of Public Lands. I think some-
thing should be done to reduce them. 1
am 1nformed that the department makes no
profit out of the fees, but that a loss is
incurred. It seems extraordinary that survey
fees of a considerable amount should be
charged against a very small block of land.
Some years ago, when the land in my elec-
torate was heavily infested with prickly-
pear, it was nccessary for surveyors to
employ men to slash their way through the
pear for the survey lines. Owing to the
extra expense this additional work entailed
the fees were increased. This land is clear
of pear to-day. It is the feeson the reclaimed
land I am complaining about. Not only
are surveyors rclieved of the cxpense of
engaging labour to clear a lane in the pear
but the basic wage has also been reduced.
Work that previously took the surveyor a
week can now be accomplished in a day
or two. Why are the fees not reduced?
That js the important point. The selectors
on this land are, generally speaking, not
rich men "with money to spare or men with
heavy financial backing. They are men with
limited means. If the survey fees were
reduced by £5 or £10 it would considerably
assist them. A reduction of the survey fees
by this amount would enable such a man to
nbtain something urgently needed for his
selection. That is why I ask the Minister
to take the altered conditions into considera-
tion. We also know that many of the com-
modities sold by these producers are from
25 to 75 per cent. lower in price to-day than
they were three or four years ago. It is
only right and proper that the Minister
should go thoroughly into the matter with a
view to bringing about a reduction.

Mr. Power: Why didn’t your Government
do it during your three years of office?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I told the
hon. member that the prickly-pear had not
been eradicated at that time. He is excused
for his laclk of knowledge in that connection
because, being a city member, he would know
nothing about it. When he interjects on
matters affecting the country he malkes him-
self appear ridiculous.
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This is not a party question. I am ask-
ing that this matter be investigated with a
view to some relief to the small settler.
Anyone who has had experience of land
settlement realises that during the first year
or two after a settler takes up an area he
needs every penny he can get for the pur-
pose of increasing the produectivity of his
land. Therefore, I ask the Minister to
investigate the matter with a view to bring-
mg about a reduction in survey fees.

JESSON (Kennedy) [8.11 p.m.]: The
only 0b1ect10n the hon. member for Dalby
has to the passing of this vote is that he
considers survey fees are too high. There
may be isolated cases where survey fees are
high, owing to the situation and condition
of the country to be surveyed. Despite what
the hon. member says I know from experi-
ence that various local authorities have
applied to the department to carry out
surveys in regard to water schemes and other
matters, and have thercby saved hundreds
of pounds, which they would have had to
pay out in addition to the charge made by
the department if they had their work
carried out by private surveyors. The hon.
member has a single-track mind, and eriti-
cises the policy of the Government, irrespec-
tive of 1its soundness,

The hon. member made a ridiculous state-
ment in regard to prickly-pear. He argued
that it took longer to carry out surveys in
previous years because the prickly-pear was
so dense—before the Government introduced
the cactoblastis that cleared it out. The
hon. member appears to forget that the
country on which prickly-pear grew in those
days is all settled at the present time, and
there is no need for surveying any of it.

Mr, GopFREY Moreax: You know nothing
about it. That is the only land available
for settlement in the future.

Mr. JESSON: This is the first appear-
ance of the hon. member for Dalby to-dey,
and I think it is a matter of Dutch courage.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. mem-
bers are not entitled to make personal reflec-
tions on other hon. members, and I ask
the hon. member to withdraw that remark.

Mr. JESSON: I withdraw. T trust, Mr.
Chairman, you will keep the hon. member
in his place while I am speaking.

The CHAIRMAN: Oxder!

Mr. JESSON: I reiterate my statement
 that local authorities and others have asked

the department to carry out surveys for
them, and they have thus saved hundreds
of pounds.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [8.14 p.m.]: The

hon. member for Dalby always. makes the
same speech on this vote. If hon. members
will look up “ Hansard,” page 1183, for

1934, they will see the same speech, word for
w ord and in 1933 he made the same remarks.
And T must make the same speech in reply
as I made before. We do not make any
profit out of survey fees. If we reduced the
feces we should lose money. If the hon.
member and his party are satisfied to increase
the deficit of the State by making rebates
on survey fees this Government are not.
We have a duty to the taxpayers.

My, MAXWELL:
nise that.

You do not always recog-
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
We always recognise it, and the hon. mem-
ber and his party recognised it when they
were on this side of the Chamber. During
the three years his Government were in
power and he was a Cabinet Minister he
did not do anything to bring about a reduc-
tion. The Government are making a loss
on the fees.

There i one matter in connection with the
Survey Office to which I wish to draw the
attention of the Committee. This year we
have initiated a scheme whereby cadet sur-
veyors are emplioyed, and that provides work
for lads in the forestry and .other depart-
ments. Similarly we are training a number
of cadets who later on will be competent sur-
veyors. We do not intend to make them
take the outside examination, As the boys
progress they will find work on the staff.

Ttem (Survey Office) agred to.

IRRIGATION AND WATER SUPPLY.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move:—

“That £30.049 be granted for ‘Irri-

gatlon and Water Supply’.”

BRAND (Zsis) [8.16 p.m.]: This vote
1ms been considerably increased and it is
quite evident that there has been a
reorganisation in the department.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic LANDS:
is 0.

That

BRAND : The Minister has not made
any explanatxon for the appreciable increase
in the vote. The very first item in the vote
is the Enginecr in Charge. As compared
with last year the salary of this officer has
been increased from £600 to £1,000. Thix
is a large increase unless in the scheme of
reorganisation a new appointment has been
made. Water supply and irrigation is one
of the most important questions that this
Chamber can discuss. Over a number of
years every political party has considered
water and fodder conver:ation as essential
to the future economic life of Queensland,
and I trust that the increased appropriation
asked for will miean that some real work
will be done and that we are not merely
passing the increased amount for a staff
that will sit in offices and collate infor-
mation, valuable though such information
may be to the State of Queensland. I hope
that the Government intend to carry out
some real water supply and irrigation work.
It is a national question.

Every member recognises that the Com-
monwerlth Government are interested in a
matter of such national moment. Through-
out the debates that have taken place on
the Hstimates for the Department of Lands
it has been emphasised that in every partica-
lar the Commonwealth Government has
come to the aid of certain industries. In
the matter of road transport the Common-
wealth Government have laid down a scheme
to give the people of Queensland, through
their local authorities, an assured means
of securing better roads, which means
rlieaper and better transport. In irrigation
and water supply the Commonwealth
Grovernment, who after all cannot burke the
fact that they have more money and are in
a better position to get money than this
State, should recognise some responsibility
in this great national question. The protec-
tion of tho country from drought by means
of water conservation is a national

Mr. Brand.)
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work. In a country where drought so often
racks the land and plays havoc with the
national wealth, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment must recognise that the State should
have some help. I question whether there
are any communities in Queensland that
could embark on irrigation without some
assistance. In fact, T do not think the State
Government can give the relief that is neces-
sary to the communities that embark on
these undertakings unless they receive
assistance from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Therefore, I ask the Minister to
endeavour to obtain the assistance of the
Commonwealth Government in devising a
scheme that will provide a practical method
by which the people of Queensland can
undertake an irrigation system that will
protect this State from drought. By keep-
ing the State free from drought, we shall
add to the earning capacity of our country
and to our national wealth.

My mind gocs back to the time when the
Government entered into such undertakings
as the Inkerman and Dawson Valley irri-
gation schemes. The Inkerman irrigation
scheme was estimated to cost approximately
£130,000, but it cost a great deal more than
that. Despite the fact that the Government
handed the scheme over to the Inkerman
farmers for £200,000 the amount of money
written off the scheme exceeded £371,000, so
that before the Home Hill and Inkerman
areas could afford to take over that scheme,
the Government had to write off a consider-
able amcunt of the first cost.

Although the Dawson Valley scheme did
not reach the dimensions proposed by its
originators, the community of Theodore were
unable to meet the cost, and the Government
have “ carried the baby.” We should be able
to arrive at a scheme for providing water
supply and irrigation to the people of
Queensland without their having to stand
the whole of the cost. As 1 said before, tho
cost is beyond their capacity to pay. It has
been proved to be so in Queensland, and I
think we are practical enough to recognise
that it will prove to be so again. The con-
servation of water is a deflnite asset to the
country, and its cost should be borne either
by the State ov by the Commonwealth and
State Governments combined. If we could
lock our water streams throughout the
countryside I believe that it would be pos-
sible for the community to find some means
of using that water and applying it to the
land.

It may be possible to propound a scheme
similar to that operating in connection with
main roads, where a certain amount of the
cost is borne by the people directly con-
cerned. Besides benefiting the people who
use the irrigation system, the scheme would
be an advantage to communities other than
those directly concerned. Only recently the
Bingera district in my electorate installed
an Irrigation scheme, and since that time
there has been no unemployment in that
community. Further than that, that com-
munity has given employment to many more
workers in the sugar industry than they
were able to engage formerly. The irriga-
tion system has also had the effect of
providing the Bingera mill with sufficient
sugar-cane to carry it over any seasonal
difficulty. In fact, if there is any dis-
ability to be suffered through that scheme,
it is in the fact that it has been the means
of providing more sugar-cane than the mill
can treat. up to its peak capacity.

[Mr. Brand.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Undoubtedly, in that area it has proved of
great benefit, and in the Bingera area there
i1s considerable prosperity. I believe similar
schemes should be ‘evolved for other parts
of Queensland, but, again, I say I doubt
the capacity of the community to pay for
the cost of the work and the interest charges
involved. I believe some national scheme
will have to be evolved.

In the conservation of water, as in the
conservation of fodder, some forward step
must be made, and the appropriation we are
asked to pass indicates, at least. some step
in that direction. I should like to know
from the Minister whether it is proposed to
make some big step forward, more particu-
larly in regard to the amount of money
which might be available from the Crown
for these works. No doubt he will be able
to say in his reply whether the increased
vote is only going to deal with the matter
of water on the stock routes of Queensland.
Whilst that is very desirable, and whilst we
should spend money to enable stock to move
in difficult periods, there is also the big
question of the irrigation of our agricultural
areas. In that respect, I urge the Minister
to give thought to building up a practicable
scheme of irrigation to protect the people
in difficult periods. I'ne vote is one I agree

with. T believe we should spend money in
this direction. There are many agricultural
areas where an irrigation scheme would

undoubtedly help in the solution of the great
difficulties that confront us—that of unem-
ployment, for instance, which has been
regarded by all political parties as the most
difficult we have to meet. In agriculture,
without irrigation we cannot hope to employ
men to an extent that will reduce unemploy-
ment. Only by irrigation can we hope to
take men from the unemployed market and
place them in work of a reproductive nature,
to the advantage not only of themselves bui
also of the whole of the people of the State.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Talley)
[8.29 p.m.]: The hon. member for Isis asked
that a forward step be made in a policy for
the purpose of conserving water and gene-
rally meeting the many difficulties that
confront this State in times of drought.
The hon. gentleman has probably overlooked
the fact that the Government are making
such a step. I am pleased to know that the
Government intend to improve the water
facilities on the stock routes, to enable
travelling stock to be moved from place to
place in difficult times. As one with experi-

ence in the West I think that is a wise
policy and will have a splendid result.
Generally speaking, irrigation and water

supply demands the attention of every Parlia-
ment in Australia, but there are certain
problems that affect this State in particular
to which, I believe, this Government could
give consideration with a view to devising a
practicable scheme of relief.

But I do not think that any effective
scheme of relief in this connection can be
carried. into effect by the State- Government
alone, If a policy of water supply and irri-
gation is to be successful, it will have to be
carried into practical effect by the Federal
Government. We have the evidence of the
severe stock losses during the recent drought,
and we have also the evidence of similar
heavy losses down through the years as the
result of a lack of a sufficient water supply.
That prompts me to point out that although
we have had these unpleasant experiences
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time and time again, and are well aware of
the economic losses through the ravages of
drought, and although there is urgent
demand for a scheme to avert these tragm
losses in the future, there is a tendency on
the part of the people‘ including those
vitally concerned, to forget its evil conse-
quences immediately after a drought has
broken. They are satisfied to discuss the
tragic losses in a casual way and to continue
their industry with a feeling of uncertainty
as to prospects in the future, not giving any
thought to the question of mitig gating the
losses, until drought overtakes them again.

I have heard opinions expressed in this
Committee and read others in the public
Press on this all-important question. It is
asked: how can water be successfully con-
served in the rivers in the western portion
of the State? I do mnot claim to be an
engineer, nor do I claim to be an authority
on this important question, but I know that
during a wet season in the West an enormous
quantity of water is allowed to flow to waste.
If the problem is viewed as a national one
and a thorough investigation is made, it
may be possible to lock the western streams
and so conserve the water for use during dry
spells. I do not think that that is impos-
stble. I have in mind the fact that by the
construction of many weirs and dams in our
western rivers it has been possible to con-
serve a limited supply of water for a period
of one or two years, and if that can be
achieved in a small way it may be possible
to do it on a larger scale and eventually
cope with the serious problem that avises
during recurring droughts.

The general opinion is held that the rain-
fall in the West does not provide a sufficient
quantity of water to justify the project, but
it may interest some people to know that
during a wet_season, when Cooper’s Creek
overflows its banks, it is 40 miles wide at
certain points. The other rivers overBow
their banks also, and the water spreads for
a considerable distance. In view of the
enormous quantity of water that goes to
waste during the wet season. I think it
should be possible for engineers to devise
some means of impounding enough for use
in dry times. It could be utilised to supply
the requirements of stock that would other-
wise die from thirst, and it could alse be
utilised for urlgatlon purposes, perhaps in
a limited way, to grow fodder that could
also be conserved in our western areas.
There are immense tracts of fertile soil
along the western rivers, and it may be
owlble for engineers to conserve the water
t() irrigate lucerne, which could be set aside
to offset the traglc consequences of droughts.

The problem is certainly a very grave and
difficult one. If the State and Common-
wealth Governments do not tackle it as
soon as possible and droughts recur with
their enormous losses the time will arrive
when our pastoral industry will be almost
valueless. The only method of tackling this
problem properly is for the State and
Commonwealth Governments to co-operate
with a view to investigating it thoroughly
by the appointment of prominent engineers
and experts to make a complete survey of
the whole position and lay down a definite
policy. Such a policy has been successfully
adopted in other countries, and it can be
done in Australia, The sooner we take a
step forward and adopt a policy, first, of
water conservation, and, secondly, of fodder
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conservation, the sooner we shall introduce
the finest insurance scheme of all against
drought. It would be the means of guaran-
teeing stability and continuity of production
to our most important industry.

Mr. FOLEY (Normanby) [8.37 pm.]:
To-day’s discussion, particularly on this
vote, has been very interesting. It has

been clearly shown that much can be done
to bring about an improvement of conditions
generally in our State by the adoption of
a sound systematic system of irrigation. It
has been suggested that the Commonwealth
Government should combine with the State
to bring to a successful issue some of the
big projects that are possible of achieve-
ment at present. That is sound advice,
especially in view of the fact that those
irrigation projects that have been completed
have shown the necessity for assistance other
than what the State has afforded. Gener-
ally, when the State embarks on an irri-
gation scheme the aim is to make it as
nearly self-supporting as possible; that is
to say, to get sufficient revenue from the
project to enable interest and redemption
to be paid on the cost. That policy has
become very burdensome for those settlers
who desire to engage in agriculture.

Quite an honest attempt was made in the
Dawson Valley district to try out the possi-
bilities of irrigation. The project originally
determined on was too great to undertake
at once, and work of an experimental nature
was first embarked on. On the advice of a
Commonwealth expert it was recommended
that Theodore should be adopted as a site
for an experimental irrigation scheme. The
result has been that the settlers, after work-
ing for a number of years, have found that
their commitments cannot be met, and in
consequence practically every settler is in
arrears with his payments. Originally 3,526
acres of land were set aside for lrrlgatlon
purposes. That area was divided into 264
irrigable farms of an average area of
13 acres each, and in the early part of
the scheme each settler was restricted to two
irrigable blocks. The rental charged for the
irrigable land was laid down originally at
30s. an acre, and for non-irrigable land—
that is, land that could be watered only at
certam times—a charge of 5s. an acre was
laid down for each watering. The rental
charge to the selector for land adjoining the
irigation blocks was laid down at 2s. an
acre. As a result of the difficulties that
arose on that settlement a commission was
appointed to investigate the cause of the
difficulties of the settlers, A very extensive
inquiry was conducted by that commission
and certain recommendations were made to
the Government. Although it recommended
a reduction on the charge for dry land from
23. an acre to as little as 4d. an acre, no
alteration was made in the charge of 30s.
an acre for the irrigable land. Since that
recommendation was made to the Govern-
ment quite a number of settlers have failed
and left the settlement. Early in 1933 there
were 111 settlers on the irrigation settle-
ment itself, and 13 on what is known
as the Plalnby area. At the end of last
year 77 were left on the irrigation settle-
ment, and since that time quite a number
of those have had to leave the settlement
owing to the fact it was impossible for
them to enter into any arrangement whatso-
ever with the department for the purpose of
meeting their commitments.

Mr. Foley.]
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The matter is one that requires further
investigation. If a commission, after
thoroughly investigating the conditions
obtaining on that settlement, comes to a
conclusion that those settlers can pay 30s.
an acre for irrigable land, and after that
recommendation is made nearly half of the
settlers are compelled to leave it, something
is wrong. It has been said during the
discussion on these Estimates that we have
a very efficient body in existence known as
the Bureau of Industry. That body was
established for the purpose of thoroughly
investigating projects placed before it by
the Government. I suggest to the Minister
that he refer the gquestion, of rents particu-
larly, to that body, asking it to make a
further investigation into this matter to
sce if it is not possible to recommend a
reduction to, say, £1 an acre, which would
probably give those settlers a chance to
make a living.

The position to-day is one of insecurity.
I have read the discussions that have taken
place at the meetings of the advisory board
on the settlement. The Minister gave me
permission to see the files and this question
was discussed at one of the meetings. The
consensus of opinion of the representatives
of the settlers on that board was that a
feeling of insecurity existed on the settle-
ment. The cause of this feeling was the
fact that 30s. an acre for irrigated land was
too heavy. This condition of affairs is the
result of the tremendous fall in price
of the main products of the settlement. cotton
and butter. Therc is no large market avail-
able to the settlement to allow of market
gardening and the production of other crops
that are raised in other irrigation areas
throughout Australia. The settlers are com-
pelled to grow cotton and do dairying and,
as hon. members are aware, the ruling prices
for these commodities makes it very difficult
indeed to meet the rental charged. Were
the Minister to make some helpful gesture,
even though the result was a loss to the
department, it would give some encourage-
ment to those settlers remaining in the dis-
trict to carry on their operations and in
time prove that in Queensland land can be
worked on the irrigation system.

Many of these settlers have come from
as far afield as Great Britain, others from
the Southern States, and though they have
had farming experience elsewhere they have
had to learn how to farm land under irriga-
tion conditions. That takes several seasons.
During his visit to the settlement the
Minister asked one of the settlers as to his
prospects for the future. He replied that
they were fairly bright, but that it had
taken him three years to learn how to work
the soil under these conditions. That is
just one of the small difficulties that beset
these settlers. Of course, there are other
problems that could be handled by the
department, but on investigation it will be
found that what I have mentioned is the
main one.

The commission that investigated the cir-
cumstances of the settlement has drawn up
a report and made recommendations to the
Government, but the fact remains that since
the issue of the report over forty settlers
have been compelled to leave because of
inability to meet their obligations to the
Crown. As has been pointed out the settlers’
representatives on the advisory board, now
established on the settlement, contend that

[(Mr. Foley.
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the rental charge is the greatest burden
under which they labour.

I commend to the Minister the suggestion
I have offered that if he is not prepared to
take the responsibility himself he should at
least place the matter before the Bureau
of Industry for investigation and report to
the Government.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [8.51 p.m.]:
I have perused the figures for the Sub-
Department of Irrigation and Water Supply
and they do not hold out much hope for
irrigation in the future. Much nonsense was
talked about irrigation and many glowing
speeches were made when this, the original
commission, was created. Some very
expensive experiments were initiated, but
no irrigation settlement in Queensland has
been a success. The only success the depart-
ment has had has been in finding water
supplies in western areas and creating water
supply systems for towns. We were very
lucky that we did not go on with the Theo-
dore dam. We stopped, and instead of
losing about £4,000,000 or £5,000,000 we lost
only about £750,000.

T notice that there has been a great jump
in the estimate for this sub-department this
vear. The work is to be carried along on the
same lines as its past successes, but the work
performed does not seem to be worth the
money expended, especially when we find an
increase of over £6,000 in salaries alone.
The expenditure in salaries for this year is
practically double. I admit that the depart-
ment has done some good work.

Mr. W. J. CoprEy: More than it did under
your control,

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member for
Bulimba is quite wrong. When I took over
that department I certainly cut down expen-
diture.

Mr. W. J. CorLEy: That is easy to do.

Mr. DEACON: The department did as
much useful work as was performed. during
the previous year.

Mr. W. J. CopLEY: That is not right.

Mr. DEACON: It is quite right, and 1
had better men at the head of affairs than
were there previously.

Mr. W. J. CopLeEy: That is not right.

Mr. DEACON: It is quite right. I put
better men at the head of the department
than were there before. It was at that
time a mess, and it had to be cleaned up.
The Minister in charge of the department
at the present time would be well advised,
before undertaking any expensive work in
the way of irrigation, to make a careful
examination of it. I do not believe in
irrigation work in Queensland with the rain-
fall that we have. Irrigation in Queensland
with the rainfall we have is not likely to
be a success. Experience in irrigation work
clsewhere in the world has demonstrated
that.

Mr. Jesson: What about the Nile?

Mr. DEACON: Exactly. That is irriga-
tion conducted in a dry country, but rain-
fall makes all the differcnce. If you
irrigate and there is rain on top of it, the
land may be spoilt. You can have too much
water on the land and make it sour. We
have heavy falls of rain one wecek and at
the beginning of the next week we do not
know what the weather will be. If you
water crops too heavily and the wet season
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sets in, your crops are ruined by too much
water. Every farmer understands that. We
have had crops ruined by rainfall in almost
every area in Queensland. We are not
likely to make a success of irrigation in any
area in Queensland in the agricultural zone.
I would not recommend any scheme as
worthy of consideration unless it was on a
small scale, and even then it would be no
good unless the farmer choose his own
system himself and was capable of working
it.  Before the Government spends any
large amount of money on irrigation settle-
ments they should read the story of the loss
on the Dawson Valley scheme in the report
of the Auditor-General for this year. So
much was spent and so little obtained in
return,

At 8.57 p.m.,

Mr. Nmwmo (Oxzlcy), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. T. L. WiLiaMs: What was the per-
centage return on the money spent?

Mr. DEACON: It is easy for the hon.
member to read the report himself.

Mr. T. L. WiLpians : I thought you knew.
Mr. DEACON: I have read it, but I do

not want to weary hon. members with
figures. All hon. members have got that
report and they have got the report of the
department. They can read those reports
themselves. They would have read them if
they had done their job. If they have not
had time they can read the report of the
Auditor-General and see the record of the
money wasted and thrown away. Men were
ruined. They were brought here by glowing
reports of the wonderful district they were
coming to. They read the speeches made
by hon. members of the Government, who
boosted the scheme to the skies—without
making any inquiry and without making an
examination of the land and without an
examination as to whether irrigation in that
area would be a success, and not even
making inquiries as to whether the dam site
on which they proposed to spend £1,000,000
was a suitable site or not. Tt was only
after borings had been made by the Com-
monwealth Government that it was dis-
covered that the place where it was proposed
to spend £2,000,000 was not suitable as a
dam site.  When the Development and
Migration Commission came to this State
and made inquiries into the project, with
the object of assisting the State, it dis-
covered that no borings had been made!
The whole thing was a scandal.

Mr. W. J. Coprey: What do you think
about the Western Australian policy?

Mr. DEACON: A very convenient subject
for the hon. member for Bulimba to use to
try to draw me off the matter under discus-
sion. (Laughter.) We cannot get away from
the vote, which deals with irrigation.

Mr. King: You cannot get away from it.

Mr, DEACON: I shall not try to get
away from it; it is a subject worth discuss-
ing. I want to save the State an expendi-
ture that may not be warranted. I grant
that the department employs good officers
and that they have done some good work,
but there is no justification whatever for
the increased expenditure contemplated this
year. 1 hope that when the Minister sub-
mits his reasons for increasing the expendi-
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ture, he will not tell us that it 1s the
intention of the Government to embark upon
cxtensive irrigation works elsewhere in the
State. We should at least make a thorough
investigation before anything further is
done in that direction, Past Governments
have lost a considerable amount of money
in wild-cat schemes in this State; let us
lose no more.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) [9.3 p.m.]:
In irrigation we have a very important
subject of discussion. The Minister is to
be highly commended for deciding to
increase the vote by a little over £6,000,
which, I take it, means that it is the inten-
tion of the Government to carry out a
greater amount of investigation work. That
suggests to me that the State in the past
has been placed at a considerable disadvan-
tage through the lack of irrigation facilities.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
remarks of the hon. member for Isis and
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley con-
cerning the Western sheep country, and I
agree that it may be necessary to seek the
co-operation of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in the inauguration of a comprehen-
sive scheme to prevent the appalling economic
losses that take place during droughts that
occar from time to time.

I agree with the hon. member for Cun-
ningham that financial losses have been
incurred and mistakes have been made in
connection with irrigation schemes, but are
we to decide that on that account we are
not to make any further attempt to overcome
many of the problems confronting the
country? It is wrong to take up such an
attitude on a matter of national importance.
We are adopting an attitude of despair
when we say, “ We have done as much as
we can, we can do no more. If millions of
sheep perish through lack of water or
grass we cannot help it.”” That is not an
attitude that I am prepared to take up,
and I am sure that it is not an attitude that
will be supported by hon. members on this
side.

Take what has been done in irrigation in
New South Wales and Victoria. Some con-
siderable time ago a scheme was propounded
to increase the wealth of Victoria and New
South Wales by locking the waters of the
river Murray, and it was estimated thaf
such a scheme would support a population
of 30,000,000 in the Murray Valley. I believe
that to be correct. It might be that their
problems are more simple than ows. A
numbers of rivers in those States are fed by
the snows, which provide them with a normal
annual supply of water., They are also more
fortunate in having a more regular winter
rainfall.  Queensland possesses wonderful
tracts of the most fertile ‘country in the
world, but it is a little differently situated.
A great belt of our country is situated
within the area between the northern limit
of the winter rain and the southern limit
of the summer rains. In some seasons the
winter rains do not extend as far north as
they do in other seasons, and likewise there
are times when the summer rains do not
extend as far south as at others. Then there
are periods when this belt gets both winter
and summer rains. There are other times
when it is affected by periods of drought.
through the failure of both the winter and
summer rains. That is the reason why the
rainfall is so uncertain throughout the whole
of our Central district. The position is
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worthy of the fullest investigation by ongi-
neers. They can advise us what can be done
to conserve the water that at times is s0
plentiful, and so valuable at other times
when we are without it.

The question of the expcnse of such an
undertakirg naturally arises. Who can deny
that the lack of water is not costing this
State millions upon millions of "pounds?
The Bstimates disclose that the Government
have provided over £1,000,000 in rebates fo
the Western people on account of drought
conditions. It would be very difficult o
estimate the losses sustained by the greas
pastoral industry. It would not be an over-
estimate to say that the destruction of our
flocks has cost this State £10,000,000. We
have to consider, not only the loss occasioned
by the death of large numbers of sheep, but
the loss also of the product of those sheep.
We can visualise what the lack of water cost
this State in the last year. Courage is
needed to face this problem. Queensland
stands more to gain by having a complete
survey made of the possibilities of irrigation
as a mean of protection against drought than
any other State in the Commonwealth. That
is why I believe the Minister is on the right
track in providing for an increased appro-
priatien in this vote. I should be very
pleased if more money was appropriated.

The drought problem must be solved
largely in that part of the country where it
occurs. Bulk supplies of fodder are neces-
sary to keep sheep and cattle in a healthy
condition, and that fodder must be grown
in the districts where drought occurs. A
certain amount of the fodder, such as maize,
can be brought in from the coast where
rainfall is good, but the bulk of it must be
conserved in the Western country, and I
believe it can be., The policy of the Govern-
ment of putting more water on the stock
routes is a most commendable one, and one
that must appeal to all the pastoral com-
munity. Water on stock routes is just as
necessary as grass, but that is part of
another subject.

The Inkerman sugar district has bene-
fited immensely by irrigation. It may have
cost the country a considerable amount of
money, but I believe it is saving the country
far more than it cost. The results of the
scheme may be observed in the Home Hill
and Ayr district, which is the heaviest
producing district in Australia; and I
believe as time goes on and we are able to
absorb more of our sugar crop in this
country a great many of the other sugar
districts in Queensland will “go and do
likewise.”

Another phase of irrigation is the possi-
bilities that offer so far as tobacco is con-
cerned. The Minister has already caused
an investigation to be made into the possi-
bilities of irrigation in one of the tobacco
districts in North Queensland, and has
promised a further investigation into the
possibilities of irrigation in the Mareeba
and Dimbulah  districts. Our  tobacco
industry should be worth £2,000,000 a year
to this State at the present time.

Before we commenced growing any in
Queensland we had imported tobacco to
that value each year, over a period of
years. It has been proved that parts of
Queensland, particularly North Queensland,
are capable of producing the best tobacco
that can be grown in Australia; and possibly
as time goes on and we cultivate a taste
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for our own tobacco—as they have done in
Africa and in other countries where tobacco
is grown and used—we shall prefer our own
to the imported article. Irrigation for the
purpose of tobacco growing has more in it
than meets the eye at first glance. The
tobacco plant is one of the most susceptible
to disease. Our rainfall throughout Queens-
land is very uncertain. Rain generally falls
from the beginning of December, and
rowers set their seed-beds in order to
lave the planis ready to plant out when
{he storms come. If the first storms do not
come when they expect them, they may have
to keep their plants in the seed-beds for
three or four weeks, and it is during that
period that the tobacco plant suffers more
damage than in any other period of its life.
If it is crowded up in the seed-beds it is
the prey of blue mould, bud worm, root rot,
and many other minor diseases to which it is
subject. On the other hand, with a certain
amount of irrigation, whereby that plant
could be established in the field the day it
is ready to be planted out—and I claim a
great amount of irrigation is not necessary
Zand permitted to establish itself, it would
grow successfully, because once established
it can stand a tremendous amount of dry
weather, Like other delicate plants—
cabbage or lettuce, for instance—it requires
a great deal of attention at the delicate

eriod of transplanting. Rain falls regul-
arly every summer, and the fall is quite
sufficient—with irrigation—to grow enough
tobacco to meet the needs of Australia. It
may be necessary to have a re-location of
the tobacco settlements up there in order
that they may be within a reasonable area
for a system of irrigation, but with such a
system we can make tobacco growing one
of the foremost industries in North Queens-
land and of very great importance to Aus-
tralia.

In fostering irrigation we are proceeding
on the right lines. Quecnsland has more to
gain from irrigation than any other State
in the Commonwealth, and if we look care-
fully into all our resources and possibilities
it will be found that it is not the insuper-
able task that many consider it to be at
the present time.

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) [9.17 p.m.]: I
compliment the Minister on his initiative
in launching out on some scheme of irriga-
tion, but I ask him to give some explanation

as to an Item appearing In the vote.
 Postage, telegrams, printing, and inci-
dentals, etc.,”” have been increased from

£1,600 to £6,350. That is a very large
increase for these usually small items of
office expenditure,

The SEcRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaANDS:
word ‘“ ete.”” covers quite a lot.

Mr. MULLER: It may mean anything,
but the fact remains that practically the
wholo of the increase in the vote is covered
by that item.

If the Government are sincere in their
intention of proceeding with a scheme of
irrigation I am prepared to give them my
wholehearted support, ‘T am sorry I cannot
entirely agree with one of my colleagues, the
hon. member for Cunningham. The time
has arrived when we have to face the ques-
tion of irrigation more seriously. There is
not the slightest doubt about that. Very
frequently 75 per cent. of our annual rain-
fall occurs within a period of six weeks or
two months. The fall in the rest of the

The
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year is quite adequate, and nature is pro-
viding for it by a bounteous fall in the
wet season. On the other hand we are not
prepared to provide for ourselves. The
recent drought cost the State approximately
6,000,000 sheep and 1,500,000 cattle, and had
it continued for a further six weeks Heaven
only knows the number of sheep and cattle
that would have been lost. It made a great
inroad into our wool industry, and was com-
mencing to affect the dairy herds of the
State. Had it continued for a further three
months, one shudders to think what might
have happened to that industry. We are
proud of the fact that the dairying industry
has eclipsed all other exporting industries.
It would have been regrettable had it been
. wiped out in one sweep.

Perhaps, therefore, there was never a more
opportune time to take up irrigation. The
hon. member for Cunningham mentioned that
the State had already embarked on a num-
ber of wild-cat schemes. 1 agree with my
colleague in that. The hon. member for
Normanby gave the Chamber a résumé of
his experience of the Dawson Valley. Per-
haps that is one of these wild-cat schemes.
If we bolt headlong into the question of
irrigation, regardless of the possibilities sur-
rounding the areas in which we propose to
dam our rivers and watercourses, we can
only expect trouble. There are a number of
sites In  Queensland. particularly in the
southeyn districts, where Irrigation can be
undertaken with no great risk., I have
studied the effects of 1rrigation, and I can
assure hon. members that the results are
amazing when a system is installed in a
locality where the water supply and the soil
are suitable.

At 9.21 p.m.,
The CuarrvaN resumed the chair.
Mr. MULLER: One site particularly

suited to irrigation is that in the Mount
Edwards district in my electorate. I do not
mention that because it happens to be in
my electorate, but Governments during the
past twenty years have spoken about it as
being a suitable site. ILike the Minister,
who extended an invitation to hon. members
to visit one of the scrubs of which he is very
proud, I invite hon. members of this Com-
mittee to inspect the Mount Edwards site.
T feel sure that when they see the natural
basin in that locality they will be convinced
that the site and the water are highly suited
to a scheme of irrigation. The results
obtained by farmers who have installed irri-
gation on the watercourses there certainly
prove that it is successful in that locality.
Some of those people have made fortuncs
during the last few years.

When dealing with any scheme of irriga-
tion, we must consider also the water supply
for the townships nearby. There is perhaps
no better or cheaper method of providing a
water supply than damming fresh water-
courses.

I mentioned earlier in my speech that I
considered this to be a most opportune time
to carry out irrigation work. We are faced
with the question of providing work for the
unemployed, and I feel that they could not
be engaged to better advantage than in
building dams on our watercourses. The
work could be done by ordinary labourers
in almost every case. The material required
would be manufactured in our own State,
and we should certainly have nothing to
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lose. Something like £3,500,000 is collected
and used for the relief of unemployment,
and the Government might well consider the
advisability of expending that money on
work of a reproductive nature. I believe
that we have passed the experimental stages
in irrigation, and that money so invested
would create lasting assets for our State.

We have heard quite a deal of idle tali
as to what we might do to guard against
droughts. The Secretary for Agriculture
recently submitted a scheme to the pastoral-
ists of this State, and they, after very care-
fully investigating the matter, wisely turned
it down. The pastoralists in the localities
concerned could not be expected to agree to
the levy proposed to be imposed upon the
sheep and cattle owners. They simply could
not find the money they were asked to pro-
vide. The fact remains that the stockowners
were serious about the business, and were
prepared to meet the Minister on various
occasions in order that some solution of the
problem might be brought about.

Irrigation is not a thing that should be
carried out in any one district and the cost
of the experiment confined to that particular
district. To my mind, it is a national ques-
tion. It would be impossible to levy on the
land or the locality in the area it was serving
to bear the whole of the cost of damming
up a watercourse and preserving the water.
Such a state of affairs would certainly be
an impossible burden on the people living in
the locality. If you asked them for their
opinion, they would turn you down and
say they were not prepared to take the risk.
We have to go into this question sooner
or later from a Queensland viewpoint, and
set aside any petty ideas we may have of
putting one district up against another. I
believe we have to face this question of
water conservation, and if we do not we
shall lose, perhaps, the whole of our valuable
stock. We must remember what happened
quite recently. If the 1902 drought had con-
tinued a few months longer scarcely any
stock would have been left. The same thing
happened in the 1914 drought, again in the
1926 drought, yet again in the drought of
1935. We should take heed of the warnings
we have received from those droughts and
be prepared to guard against a recurrence.
Let us get down to a sound proposition and
put it into effect—something that will remain
of lasting benefit to the State of Queensland.

Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) [9.28 pm.]: 1
cannot let the occasion pass without com-
mending the department for the investiga-
tion made in a little area I represent—the
Woodstock-Major Creek area. That investi-
gation was made on behalf of some tobacco-
growers who are trying to wrest a living
from the land. One of their main difficulties
is the lack of water. Until five months ago
they were very much neglected in this matter
—it was neglect on the part of their repre-
sentative at that time. He was a Tory
representative, and he did not take the
matter up. 1 have taken this matter up
since T have been returned. I was fortunate
enough to get a sympathetic hearing from
the Minister and he sent Mr. Mulholland
into that area to investigate the damning
up of a gorge in the Major Creek district.
It was found after investigation that to do
this would involve a capital cost of £100 an
acre. That cost was considered to be too
high for those people to bear. There are
fifty growers in the area waiting for an
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irrigation scheme, and if such an irrigation
scheme was brought into being I am sure
there would be 150 growers in the district
in no time. The land is very fertile, but
conditions in the North with regard to rain-
fall are changing. Townsville at the present
time is in the throes of a very severe
drought. I have approached the depart.
ment again, and at the present time a
report 1s being presented of a scheme
whereby an ecffort will be made to get
water from under the ground by boring. I
cannot let the opportunity pass without
thanking the department for its considera-
tion and the assistance rendered to these
struggling farmers.

The hon. member for Cunningham con-
tended that irrigation would not be success-
ful in this country because the rainfall was
too heavy, but I most emphatically differ
from that view. Let us consider the marvel-
lous things achieved by irrigation in the
Murrumbidgee area, where the rairfall is
reasonably high. What has irrigaticu done
for that part of Australia? What has irriga-
tion done in South Australia? If it were
not for irrigation much of the land under
cultivation in that State would not be used
at all.  Let us take a longer stride and
consider what has been done on the banks
of the Nile in Egypt. It is reputed to be
an arid place. According to publications
that I have obtained from the Parliamentary
Library, the rainfall in the Nile area is 8
to 10 inches a year and the capacity of the
reservoir is 2,423,000,000 cubic metres. The
¢ Stateman’s Year Book ' for 1934 says—

“The Nag’ Hammadi barrage secures
the irrigation of Girga province and part

of Qena province regardless of low
flood. The barrage at Esna cnsared

adequate irrigation to a large arvea of

basin land even in a year of low Nile.”
That means that the volume of water for
irrigation purposes comes from an area
where the rainfall is high, as would be the
case 1n Australia. The “ Encyclopedia
Britannica ”’ says—

“In Alexandria and on the Mediter-
ranean coast of Egypt rain falls abund-
antly in the winter months, from 8 to 12
inches in the year, but southwards it
rapidly decreases, and south of 31
degrees north little rain falls. Records
at Cairo show that the rainfall is very
irregular and is furnished by occasional
storms rather than by any regular rainy
season: still, it is growing more fre-
quent and approximates 2 inches in the
year. In the open desert rain falls even
more rarely, but it is by no means
unknown, and from time to time heavy
storms burst, causing sudden floods in
the narrow ravines, and drowning both
men and animals.”

The argument by the hon. member for
Cunningham  cannot be sustained—that
because we have a heavy rainfall in some
parts of Australia irrigation is impossible.
T can quote cases in the Ingham district
where the rainfall is over 100 inches per
annum—and then the wet season commences,
as 1 am reminded by an hon. member on
this side. (Laughter.) When one farmer in
my district, Mr. G. Cantamessa, intimated
that he_ intended to irrigate his farm, the
whole district turned out to see what he
proposed to do. T am convinced that it is
not much use endeavouring to carry on
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farming operations if the rainfall is confined
to one short period of the year. How are
crops to be successfully grown unless there
is a supply of moisture throughout the year?
There is a reasonable rainfall even during
the dry periods in North Queensland, but
there 1s no recason why an abundant water
supply should not be provided during the
rainy seascn for irrigation purposes during
the drier periods of the year. It is ridicu-
lous to suggest that irrigation is not feasible
when the rainfall in certain parts of the
year are heavy.

The Herbert and Tully Rivers run practi-
cally throughout the jear. Much of the
water that runs to waste on the Darling
Downs could be ea:ily conserved for irriga-
tion purposes and thus assist to settle more
people on the land. There 1s no reason why
the areas west of the Darling Downs should
not be irrigated in the same wax as the
areas in the Murrumbidgee district, and
thereby enable many hundreds of people
to engage in farming operations on country
now given over to grazing pursuits.

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [9.34
pm.]: I propose to devote the whole of
my time to dealing chiefly with the subject
of water facilities and other matters in
relation to the Upvper Burnett and Callide
settlement. I shall not have dealt ade-
quately with the subject unless I refer to
certain information set out on page 71 of
the Auditor-General’'s report on the Public
Accounts for the last financial year. Under
the heading of “ Upper Burnectt and Callide
Land Seftlement ” he says—

“ From inception to 30th June, 1835,
expenditure totalled £677,940 7s. 6d. and
receipts £104,031 10s. 3d.”

The total expenditure, including such items
as payments in respect of water facilities
and miscellaneous costs to settlers, is shown
at £128,628. There are other items of
expenditure such as resumptions, amounting
to £246,794; roads and bridges, £193,694;
prickly-pear clearing, £12,305; water finding
and test bores, £4,038; and railway conces-
sions, £11,836. The receipts, which I have
indicated include receipts from water facili-
ties in that area, total £104,031. There is
something radically wrong when receipts
from that source aggregate that amount.
The net expenditure on the settlement, as I
have already indicated, including installa-
tion of water facilities, is £573,908.

On page 72 of the report we are furnished
with the amounts written-off the indebted-
ness of settlers, and help given to them in
providing water facilities to enable them to

carry on. TJnder the heading of * Water
Facilities” we find the following state-
ment :—

“ The subject of indebtedness of settlers
for water facilities provided has been
under review by the Government and
reported upon by a committee of inquiry,
the result being that substantial relief
has been afforded settlers.”

The report goes on to deal with the capital
indebtedness, interest charges, and arrears
of prineipal and interest due. At 30th June,
1935, the indebtedness of settlers comprising
principal not currently due, instalments due
on account of prineipal and interest, and
miscellaneous amounts totalled £58,642. It
is regrettable to note that an amount of
£48,327 has been written-off accounts to
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rebates and bore failures from the inception
of the scheme.

There is some reason for this state of affairs,
and it can be accounted for probably in a
number of ways. First, many of the scttlers,
perhaps, were unfitted as settlers, and much
of the land that they took up was unsuited
to general farming. Then there were the
low prices that have prevailed in recent
years for products of the soil in this and
other areas, which meant a lessened return
to the farmer, which, in its turn, meant a
lessened amount for him to be able to remit
to the Crown in the form of repayments.
Secondly, the areas were too small to crable
them to grow fodder crops to tide them
over times of drought without the aid of
water facilities, the cost of which increased
their indebtedness to the Crown.

I am in agreement with the hon. member
for Normanby that for the first three or five
years settlers in new areas where water
facilities have to be provided, such as the
Upper Burnett, might be allowed to work
the land rent free. I am pleased that the
Minister has seen fit to reduce the debt of
many settlers, particularly in respect of the
water facilities. The hon. gentleman has
already helped them in this connection, and
is still prepared to help them in other
directions. I am glad that he has shown
sympathy with these people, who have been
saddled with water facilities and bores that
were water facilities in name only.

I desire to congratulate the hon. member
for Normanby on the outspoken nature of
his vemarks on Tuesday. What is more
important still, I desire to support him
in every way. We represent neighbouring
electorates, and our troubles are similar
because we both endeavour to look after the
interests of settlers who were placed on that
land—much of which was without natural
water and necessitated the provisions of
artificial water facilities. Many of these
settlers have shown a true pioneering spirit,
notwithstanding that they have been right
“up against 1t ” from the moment they
arrived on the settlement. .

I say without fear of contradiction that
there has been a considerable amount of
bungling and blundering in this matter of
providing water facilities in many parts
of the Upper Burnett and Callide Valley
arca. As the hon. member for Normanby
pointed out, there was no watchdog in the
early days to keep an eye on what was being
done in providing water facilities, and in
many cases settlers were forced to have a
water facility on their land that was
decided upon by Government officials, despite
their protestations. At that time there was
no co-operation between the departments con-
cerned, chiefly the Department of Public
Lands and the Department of Agriculture
and Stock, as there is to-day. I could name
a number of settlers who were compelled to
have water facilities they did not want, and
were told their holdings would be liable to
forfeiture if they did not agree. Protesta-
tions by settlers to the officials were of no
avail, even when it was clearly demonstrated
that owing to the nature of the country that
perhaps a dam would be more suitable than
the one proposed. Many of the settlers
signed under protest an undertaking to
accept the facility decided on by the Govern-
ment official. I regret to say that condition
of affairs continued during the three years
the Opposition were in power. This iz not a
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time for mincing matters, and I say that the
water facilities that were provided on that
settlement do not reflect credit on the officials
concerned or the Governments, past and pre-
sent.

I received during the last few days
from the Council of Agriculture a letter

relating to the case of one settler, and
this is not an isolated instance. Accord-
ing to that letter, this settler, Mr. J.

M. Talbot, of Mulgeldie, was compelled
against his own desire or requirements, to
sign an application for a water facility and
equipment under a threat of forfeiture of
the holding. A bore was subsequently con-
structed and equipped, and Mr. Talbot was
informed _that the water was suitable for
stock. It appears to have been conclusively
shown that this water was most unsuitable
for dairy stock, and Mr. Talbot has had to
purchase water from his neighbour, and at
other times is compelled to drive his cows
3 miles to water. He contended that a suit-
able dam could be constructed for £100, and
he furnished to the official in charge of the
water facilities a practical demonstration of
the truth of his contention by constructing
with a wheel barrow a dam capable of hold-
ing an cight months’ supply. The letter
states—
¢ Whilst he was engaged in clearing his
scrub block and growing cotton he was
approached several times by the Super-
intendent of the Irrigation Branch and
asked if and when he intended to puf
down a bore on his holding. He replied
that he was not ready to provide a
facility on his holding, and would not
be mneeding one for several years.
Finally the superintendent handed him
a letter from the department stating
that unless he took steps to provide a
facility within twenty-one days his hold-
ing would be liable to forferture under
the Act.”

Mr. Dreacox: What is the date of it?

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: A moment ago
I stated that I had received it a few days
since. It is dated the Tth October,

Mr. Moore: That was a few years ago.

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: I am not con-
cerned with hurting anybody’s susceptibili-
ties. Both Governments were to blame for
the lack of supervision and lack of sympathy
shown to these settlers. The letter con-
tinues—

“He signed the application under
protest. The department advised him
that their experts had recommended a
bore as the suitable type of facility for
his holding. The bore was constructed
and equipped. Mr. Talbot was advised
that the water would be suitable for
stock in all except dry seasons. He was
not provided with the results of the
analysis of the water.”

Further in that report to the Council of
Agriculture he states—

“Dry stock will drink the water in
good seasons only. Milking cows are
badly affected by it at all times. Tho
effect on the latter is shown by a
marked reluctance to drink the water;
the cows hanging round the trough all
day without drinking; heavy scouring;
a scurvy and staring coat; a general
appearance of debility and more than
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50 per cent. falling off in milk yield,
when compared with production on fresh
water.”

A later paragraph in the report reads—
‘“The department did not supply the
selector with a detailed analysis of the
water on the completion of the bore,
but merely stated that ‘the water was
suitable for stock, ete.’” Hven if the
analysis had been supplied the selector
would probably have assumed the
department was competent to give a
correct decision on such matters. The
selector had no opportunity of testing
the effects of this water on dairy cows
until the facility had been equipped.”

I am pleased that the present Minister is
somewhat more sympathetically inclined
than his predecessors. As I previously
stated, this matter is being brought forward
in this Chamber even at the expense of
hurting somcone’s susceptibilities, in an
endeavour to show that settlers should be
consulted in such matters and that there
should be some or more co-operation between
the departments concerned in the interests
and the welfare of the seftlers, not only in
the Upper Burnett district but elsewhere.
There are a number of settlers who have
had farming experience in England and
elsewhere and some consideration should be
given to their opinions and their advice
should be acted upon if at all possible.

M oreton)

Mr. MAHER (West ) [9.49
p.m.]: The past experiences of the Queens-
land Government in the matter of irrigation
do not make the consideration of such
schemes at all attractive. Great losses have
been sustained in the Inkerman, Dawson
Valley, Theodore and Callide areas that
bear heavily on the taxpayers. In the final
analysis it 1s they who have to pay the piper
for the mistakes of politicians. The men in
power thought that ther could achieve
great things by irrigating large tracts of
country.

The SecRETARY FOR PusLic Lanps: The
Theodore irrigation scheme was passed by
Parliament. There was no division taken
on 1t.

Myr. DracoN: It was opposed by members
on this side.

Mr. MAHER: Everything, whether it is
for good or evil, is passed by Parliament.
The Government of the day set themselves
to some big scheme such as an irrigation
project or State enterprise, and having a
majority in the Chamber they naturally
pass their schemes, and the voice of experi-
ence and wisdom that frequently is raised
on the Opposition side goes unheeded.

The SECRETARY FoR PusLic WORKS:
you say ‘‘ frequently ”’?

Mr. MAHER : Yes. We have had tragic
experience in big irrigation schemes, and
the taxpayers have had to foot the bill. So
that any new attempt to develop irrigation
schemes must be examined with the utmost
care and in the light of the very great losses
that have been sustained in the past. As a
maiter of fact, those losses have not been
confined to Queensland. 1 recollect two
systems being started in New South Wales
with heavy expenditure and concluding with
great loss to the Government, although I
believe that in the final analysis the produc-
tion from those areas will outweigh the early
losses. In the final analysis of our Queens-
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land ventures also, no doubt the increased
production will help to make up the leeway
that was made at the beginning.

The hon. member for Kennedy dealt with
an area of the State with which I do not
think he was very familiar. The installa-
tion of an irrigation system in the Darling
Downs areas would not be as simple as the

hon. member would have us believe, Anvone
who knows the geographical features of
Southern and South-Western Queensland

will know that nature, over the course of
centuries, has evolved a natural scheme of
irrigation. Rivers like the Warrego, the
Balonne, and the Macintyre form natural
irrigation systems. For example, the
Balonne River, which is really a continua-
tion of the Condamine, is quite a large
stream when 1t passes through St. George
and Dirranbandi, and after leaving Dirran-
bandi it opens out into a network of canals
or smaller streams, such as the Bokhara, the
Narran, the Culgoa, and the Ballandool.
There are two others. They spread out like
the fingers of one’s hand over a wide area of
country. So what was a big stream at
Dirranbandi spreads out into a network of
smaller streams. The heavy rains that fall
on the Darling Downs and on the Main
Range come down the Condamine and the
Balonne, and empty out into thesc canals or
smaller streams. They overflow their banks
and bring fertility and irrigation to hun-
dreds of thousands of acres. After dry
spells the heavy rains that have fallen on
the ranges fill the waterholes as the flood
waters flow slowly westwards.

At 9.55 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: TUnder the provisions
of Sessional Orders agreed to by the House
on 28th August and 16th Oectober. I shall

now leave the chair and make my report to
the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress and asked
leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.





