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THURSDAY, 24 OCTOBER, 1935. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took tho chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTION. 
AGR!Ot;LTURAL BANK INTEREST RATES. 

Mr. EDWARDS (.Yanango) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture-

" 1. In what cases are mortgagors to 
the Agricultural Bank charged a rate of 
interest in excess of 4 per cent., and what 
is the rate? 

" 2. What is the total number of 
mortgagors (a) charged 4 per cent., and 
(b) charged a r,ate in excess of 4 per 
cent.?" 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Carprnturia), for the SECRETARY 
FOR AGRICULTURE (Hon. F. vY. Bul· 
cock, JJarcoo) replied-

" 1. All advances involving the dis­
charging of liabilities attract interest at 
the rate of 5 per cent. per annum. 

" 2. The accounts in respect of adyances 
at different rates of interest are not 
separated. To obtain the desired infor­
mation would entail considerable 
research." 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the table 

and ordered to be printed :- ' 
Report of the Chief Inspector of 

Machinery, Scaffolding, and Weight; 
and Measures for the year 1934-35. 

MINING SURVEY BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. .T. 
Mullan, Carpentaria): I move~-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTION OF CoMMITTEE-ESTIMATES-­
FIFTH AND SJXTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(Jfr. Hanson, JJuranda, in the chair.) 

ESTIMATES IN CHIEF, 1935-36. 

DEPARTMEKT OF P1:BL!C LANDS. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-
" That £56,773 be granted for ' Depart­

ment of Public Lands-Chid Office.' " 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [10.34 a.m.]: 
The absence of the annual report of the 
department for the last financ·ial year pre­
vents us, to son1o extent, from ana..lysing th(~ 
progress of the department over that period. 
The Minister occupied a considerable amount 
of time in extolling the virtu.es of his 
administration, but we should have pn?­
ferred to sec the· report of his department 
so that we might have had an opportunity 
of examining the activities of the various 
sub-departments. However, the Minister 
has explained that the report is of such a 
comprehensive nature that there has been 
delay in completing its compilation, and 
having it ready for this discussion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS : The 
reorganisation of the department occupied 
about. three weeks of the time usuallv ta.ken 
up in the preparation of the report. ~ 

Mr. RUSSELL: This is probably the 
most important department coming undpr 
the jurisdiction of the Government. While 
some contend that the jurisdiction of State 
Parliaments is gradually diminishing-awl 
one must admit that eventually additional 
powers must be conceded to the Federal 
Government-the administration of the 
lands must always remain the prerogative 
of the State Legislatures. It is wise that 
it should be so, because the welfare of 
this State particularly is closely bound up 
with the successful settlement of our land 

lJir. Russell.] 
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So many important questions are inter­
woren with the administration of this 
department that if anything happens to the 
welfare of our rural communitv it is 
immediately reflected in stagnation in 
other circles. The allied Department of 
Agr;culturc also has very important func­
tions, but it depends solely on the for­
tunes or otherwise of the Department of 
Public Lands. The question of closer 
settlement affects not so much the Depart­
men~ of Public Lands as the Department of 
~\_gncult~re~ because farn1ing operations 
come Wl thm the purview of the latter 
c'\evertheless, the Department of Publi~ 
Lands is intensely interested in the 
problems associated with closer settlement 
such as the conservation of water and foddc; 
as an insur~ncc against drought-I hope to 
see Hns mattor. taken m hand very shortly­
and the prowswn of water and the preser­
vation of pastures on stock routes. All 
those are questions of very serious moment 
to-day, most of them of particular import­
:mce to our paotoral areas. These matters 
have been dealt with by the department in 
the last twelve months. Thoro are many 
problems facing it, and it behoves both 
uopartmcnts to apply themselves to the 
C]Uestion of how we can increase the pro­
ductJvlty of our land and brin"' about 
grer,ter settlement in country areas." 

'rlwre arc sorne Ycry wide questions 110\Y 
before the public-questions of great 
moment that are also acute in countries 
older in cleYelopment than this State. Ono 
of these CJUostions is the renovation of our 
pastures. It is alarming to see much of 
our natiVe pastures going out of existence. 
Reports show that western areas are not so 
produotiYe of !hose pastures as they were 
formerly. It 1s alleged that this is due 
to oversto~king. This problem must engage 
the attentwn of the department. There is 
also the important question of the denuda­
tion of our timber areas. Like the older 
countries of the world Australia is sacri­
ficing its timber wealth'. Whilst I advocate 
t~w marketing . of a good deal of our 
timbers, I reahse that a vast amount of 
un~wces,wry_ destruction is proceeding. 
Th1s certamly must have a detrimental 
effect on our rainfall. It is already bring­
mg about m some areas the erosion of our 
soils. l\Iany of our western lands are less 
productive to-day owing to a decrease in 
our natural pastures, and the tremendous 
dcstructi~n that is taking place of our 
natJye timbers affects other lands. All 
these things must be taken into considera­
tion by the Department of Public Lands if 
we desire to bring about great productivity 
in Queensland. 

During the course of his remarks the 
ot~er day the Secretary for Public Lands 
pamted a rather doleful picture of the 
future of land settlement in this country. 
I think hon. members were taken aback 
when he stated that we had reached satura­
tion point in land settlement, and the only 
land in the State that he w2.s able to make 
available for selection to-day was remote 
unoccupied land, reclaimed prickly-pea~ 
land and subdivisions when the current leases 
expired. The Minister went on to say, m 
effect-

" Our greatest problem to-day is to 
keep the people on the land who arc 
there. We have no areas of land in 
Queensland that are not already occupied, 

[ li1T. R1tssell. 

therefore it is absurd to continue the 
loose talk and encourage and urge 1 n 
the Press that we should solve the unem 
ployment problem by placing people ou 
the land. There arc 429,000.000 acrce 
in Queensland, and 325,250,000 are 
already under occupation, and there arc 
only 48,000,000 acres unoccupied to-day, 
of which 10,000,000 acres can be con­
sidered uninhabitable." 

That is a terrible indictment of Queensland, 
considering that hen. members on both sides 
of the Committee are urging closer settle­
ment. Members on both sides believe that 
some system of increase in population should 
be resorted to, and a few days ago I thought 
we were unanimous in agreeing to the pro­
ject of encouraging boy scouts to come to 
this country, provided the necessary finance 
was found on the other side of the world. 
If that statement, made by the Minister, 
goes forth to the world as a correct descrip­
tion of land conditions here, it must have a 
very damaging effect on the agitation that 
most of us have fostered for many years of 
urging greater population for this country. 
·when one analyses the l\1inister's statement, 
one is impressed by the serious aspect of the 
case he presented, if it is true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS; Of 
course it is true. I would not say it if it 
were not true. I quoted it from the Auditor­
General's report. 

Mr. RUSSELL' If it is true that we 
have reached saturation point and there is 
no room for more settlement, there is no 
justification for blackguarding the Federal 
Government for their inaction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Because 
their policy affects existing settlers and is 
driYing them off the land. 

Mr. RUSSELL' When one considers 
that we have an area of 429.000,000 acres and 
fewer than 1,000,000 people in this State, 
it appears absurd to suggest there is no room 
for immigrants on the land. At any rate, the 
matter requires further investigation because 
the statement made by the Minister must 
ha vc a very damaging effect. It has put a 
damper on our belief that there is room for 
a vast population in Queensland that could 
find a market for the goods they produced. 

The Premier has been a strong advocate 
of the greatest development of Queensland. 
and he has been quoted by many of his 
admirers on the other side of the Chamber 
as being a great statesman, and the man 
who put the British public right in regard 
to the threatened policy of restrictions. On 
various occasions he addressed audiences in 
the old country, in Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
and London, and I had the privilege of 
attending two or three of those meetings. 
I remember one occasion in Glasgow when 
the Premier was entertained by the president 
of the Glasg-ow Chamber of Commerce, Sir 
A. Steven Bilsland, Bt., at a function that 
I attended. In alluding to the policy of 
restriction. which was much discussed at 
the time, the Premier made these ~emarks-

" It had been suggested that Austra­
lian produce should be limited, and 
that they should be subject to quotas. 

" They in Australia were perturbed 
about such proposals, because they 
were contrary to the aim and purposes 
of the Australian people. First of all. 
they regarded them as bad economics. 
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" He pointed out that in Australia 
there were hundreds of thomands of 
acres that were yet awaiting deYelop­
ment. 'In these circumstances,' he 
added, 'for us to agree to any policy of 
restriction would mean that we agreed 
to arrested development, that. the 
unemployed should have no oppor­
tunity of getting work, and, more 
tragic than anything, that boys leaving 
school would not be absorbed into useful 
industry.' 

" \Y c cannot agree to these things. 
\Ve desire increased production, 
increased settlement, and increased 
deYelopment of our own country " 

There i.< the policy enunciated by the 
Premif'r himself. I think he believes that. 
To-dav he has arrived at the belief that 
we m1Bt make some serious attempt to gain 
more population of the right kind. On the 
other hand we have the Secretary for Public 
Lands informing us that we have no more 
room for any more settlers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PTTBLIC LANDS: I did 
not. Ther6' are 38,000,000 acres. 

Mr. RUSSELL: Therefore, why should 
there be this agitation in regard to 
increased population and the berating of 
the leaders in the Commonwealth sphere for 
their inaction? The hon. gentleman com­
plained that the Commonwealth Government 
had shmn1 great inaction. To use his own 
vyord~-

" Queensland has been the worst 
treated of all the States in the Com­
monwealth." 

He complained that he had been ham­
pered in his desire to keep people on 
the land owing to the Commonwealth 
Government's adherl'nce to a policy of 
restriction of exports. The hon. member 
for Rockhampton, in his usual flowery style, 
declared that Australia had been sacrificed 
on the a:tar of alien interests. 

The Secretarv for Public Lands also 
stated, "Our Premier happened to be over­
seas at the time and eYerybody knows how 
he sprang into the breach." That reminds 
me of a story told of the O'Flahertys, when 
qnest10ned about their genealogy. O'Flaherty 
was asked from whom they had sprung? 
He replied "The O'Flahertys don't spring 
from any~ody; they spring at them." So 
the Prem1er sprang into the breach or at 
the breach. The Secretary for Lands is 
very apt to spring into breaches that are 
not there-to use an Irishism. The hon. 
gentleman is very apt to make use of public 
prejudices to belabour the Commonwealth 
Government. His attack on men of the 
calibre of Mr. J. A. Lyons and Mr. S. M. 
Bruce was totally unwarranted. The T\iinis­
ter goes on to say in regard to the 
Premier-

" The full measure of what he did 
for this State and Australia is ndt 
properly recognised.'' 

If we have come to such a parlous condition 
w h v should we worrv and ask for settlers 
for' our land? ' 

The Premier takes the credit for haYing 
induced the British GoYernment to remove 
restrictions on some of our exports. He is 
very careful now to confine that to dairy 
produce. Of course, he proceeded to the 
old country, principally on the sugar ques­
twn, aud he received from the British 

Govermnent the assurance that nothing could 
be done until the expiration of the Chad­
burne agreen1eut. As hon. members are 
a ware, a conference will take place next 
year at which all the Dominions will be 
r('prcsentecl and when a new agreement will 
be ma-de. I have no objection to the 
Premier's proceeding abroad. In fact I was 
a member of the Brisbane committee that 
attended the Premier's send-off. In my 
opinion it was not a matter of party politics. 
I think every Premier of Queensland should 
go overseas. At any rate, the hon. gentle­
man proceeded to England and looked into 
the sugar question, but we all know that 
nothing was done. He received an as•ur­
ance from the British Government that 
the present agreement would not be dis­
turbed in the meantime. Nobody expected 
thl' British Government to break their 
\Yard, anyho~v. 

The same thing applies to the meat agree­
ment. He was told that there would be no 
interference from Ottawa. vVe know that 
the Premier has tried to make mbl.ch c-apital 
out of the meat question, just as he did out 
of bo,nanas, J•apanese sampans, and various 
other questions where popular prejudice 
coul<:l be exploited. The whole matter of 
the bananas ended in smoke. The Fijian 
exporters know that the Australian market 
is not a profitable one; costs are too high 
and they are unable to compete with the 
Queensland product. 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS : That wa.s not the 
intention. 

Mr. RUSSELL: The intention was to 
allow Fiji to export bananas to Australia 
in return for allowing us to export certain 
products to Fiji. That arrangement did 
not suit certain Queenslanders who wanted 
everything but were prepared to give noth­
ing. The Federal Government have been 
very humane and generous m their treat­
ment of Queensland. 

The Premier claims that he was respon­
sible for the remo;,al of the restriction on 
the importation into England of Australian 
butter. The British Government never 
intended to restrict the importation of Aus­
tralian butter. They adopted the attitude 
that if the Australian people cared to seml 
butter to the old country at low prices, that 
was their funeral, and that any restrictions 
on the export of Australian butter must be 
made at this end. The hon. gentleman's 
boast, therefore, is a very hollow one 
indeed and has no foundation whatever. 
Then again, he is reported in the V an­
couver " Daily Province " of the 15th July, 
1934, as having said-

" Objection to present conditions 
inspired my trip to England, and I con­
sider that my achievement in removing 
restrictions on Australian_ dairy products 
is the .,first step in new Empire agree­
ments: 

Absolute piffie! 
Despite the remarks made by the Secre­

tarv for Public Lands and the hon. member 
for' Rockhampton, I contend that the Com­
monwealth Government have been most 
generous in their treatment of Queensland. 
I shall quote some of the steps taken by 
the Federal Government in order to assist 
the Secretary for Public Lands to solve his 
proqlem of closer settlement and develop­
ment of our State. They agreed to pro­
hibit the importation of sugar and entered 

Mr. Russell.] 
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into an agreement whereby a. lucrative 
return was assured to the grower. The 
suggestion that they deprived the Queens· 
land grower of £1,000,000 is nonsensical. 
\Ye know that tli!s Sugar Agreement met 
with bitter opposition throughout the rest 
of the Commonwealth. A large section of 
the Labour Party in the South were strong-ly 
opposed to the granting of what they called 
a preference to the Queensland sugar indus­
try. Only this morning we read of a 
motion moved bv a Imbour mmnber ln th~ 
South Australian Parliament protcstinf.\ 
against the agreement. The \Yemen's 
Auxiliary of the Labour Party in ='Jew South 
Wales i, strongly opposed to its renewal. 
When one rh1.1ises the difficulties with ,,-hich 
Mr. Lyons has to eont<md throughout the 
Commonwealth, one must admit that he \Hts 
most cou))ageous in ratifying the agreement 
for five years, without intervention from 
the Qucenslang Premier or anybody else. 
He took the risk and is standing to it. Let 
us be magnanimous and not throw a brick 
at the man who is doing his duty by the 
sugar industry. 

Mr. FOLEY: What did he do for the cotton 
industry? 

Mr. RUSSELL: The cotton industry is 
well protected. In f.act, we have a record 
production this year. 

vVe know that manv go-getters rushed 
into the tobacco indust~·y in an attempt to 
<tccumulate huge fortunes from selling land. 
The then Federal Gm·ernment's action in pro· 
viding a high protection, which was unneces­
sary, induced many people to rush into 
tobacco-growing on the most unsuitable land. 

The Federal Government have imposed a 
duty of 6d. a lb. on the importation of pea­
nut kernels a.nd 4d. a lb. on whole peanuts. 
Tha.t duty has been responsible for keep­
ing out all foreign peanuts. \'\'hen there was 
a shortage of peanuts the board was allowed 
to purchase the required amount from 
abroad, and it distributed them amongst 
tho buyers who required them. 

\Ve have an import duty of £16 6s. a ton 
on canary seed, the growing of which has 
proved a lucrative business on the Darling 
Downs. In the canned pineapple trade, by 
the payment of the 'ugar rebate, the 
canners of pineapples have been able to 
compete \Yith Hawaii. In the butter and 
cheese industries, the stabilisation scheme 
has JHCYented the exploitation of one State 
by another. Befor0 the introduction of th<~t 
scheme it W•as common for one State to 
dump its surplus upon another State. That 
practice has now been stopped. The 
stabilisation scheme in the wheat indm,trv 
will prevent Southern millers from dumping 
their surplus flour into Queensland. 

The timber duties that have been imposed 
have given a fillip to that industry and 
with the reduction of the royalties by the 
Queensland Gon'rnmcnt haYe enabled mills 
to carry on. I think the ::-.iinister did the 
right thing, but he onlv carried out thD 
policy the Mooro GoYern;tlent decided upon. 
We haYe an Australian market now for 
hoop pine, and in this <tnd many other items 
like it the Federal Government have 
been Yery generous indeed to Queensland. 
That GoYernment arc not asking for any 
extra credit because they consider they have 
done their duty. In all these things, it io 
wrong for politicians· as the Premier has 
done to show petty prejudice instc.ad of 

[Mr. Russell. 

taking a wide Australian outlook. I say that 
Queensland has had a fair deal and the 
sooner we stop this petty squabbling the 
better. There is a big margin for tobacco 
gTowcr8 between the import clut'' and tho 
excise duty. This State is growing good 
tobacco and the P,'rowcrs are getting fair 
prices. The hon. member for Cooroora will 
be<tr rne out in that. 

In view of the statements made by the 
Minister we should at once sot about the 
task of ascertaining what land we can 
honestly offer to suitable settlers. vVe want 
a greater population and it is idle to pro­
ceed any further in this matter unless we 
s•atisfy intending settlers that they can got 
land to settle on when thev come to t.h" 
Sta.tc. -

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, H erbert) [10.59 a.m.]: I 
desire in the first place to reply to the very 
dishonest advocacy of the hon. member for 
vV est Moreton. In his speech he made an 
attack to the effect that we were loading 
up the Department of Public Lands with 
civil servants. He ma·de it in a dishonest 
way. 

M:r. MAHER: I rise to a point of order. 
I object to the use of the term " dishonest 
'advoca.cy " by the Minister. I acted from 
a. good motive, in the interests of the tax­
payers of the State. 

The CHAIRi\'lAN: The hon. member for 
West Moreton objects to the use of the 
term "dishonest advocacy," and I ask th<' 
Minister not to repeat that term. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Hon. members opposite haYo a copy of the 
Estimates, and if the hon. member for \Y est 
Moreton and other hon. membcro oppoc:tc 
who spoke in a similar strain had only 
taken the trouble to read them carefully 
they would have seen that owing to a com: 
plete reorganisation of the Department of 
Public Lands bv the Public Seni~e Ccm· 
missioncr the salaries of the officers of the 
Land Court arc now included in the Chief 
Office vote. The hon. member for West 
Moreton did not say anything at ail about 
that, although it was there for anybocl,v 
to see. For the first time the salaries cf 
eight officers of the Land Court. amounting 
b £2,530, arc included in the Chief Office 
vote, and the officers are attached to that 
office. If the action bY the hon. member 
for vV est Mcreton is 'not dishonesl then 
I do not know whot it is. 

I should like to idorrn hon. wembcrs 
that the Public Sonicc Commission<'r anrl 
his officers ha,~e carrieU out a ;;;ornplei..e 
reorganisation of the whole of the Depart· 
ment of Public Lands. and if extra officers 
have been appointed it has been done 
entirely on the suggestion by th<J Public 
Service Commissioner in his report. If he 
i, not the proper officer to do this impo~·tant 
\YOrk, then who is" I wish to draw ponctcd 
attention to the fact that the hon. member 
for West Morc'ton, and other hon. members 
opposite \Yho Rpokc in n, sin1ila r str~jn, 
failed to explain that for tlw frrst tune 
the salaries of eight officcn of the Land 
Court are voted in tho Chief Office vote 
this vear. Th rce additional officers ha Y8 

been ·appointed to the Land Deyclopnwnt 
Branch, an entirely new branch-not 
initiated bv the lY1oore GoYernment-but one 
established .. for the purpose of assisting The 
man on the land and proY'ding useful 



S1tpply. [24 OcTOBER.] Supply. 809 

·en1ploytnr~nt. S:nc~~ lh~s branch w:1~ e::;~lL­
lished in :I.Ia:·, 1932. it has hancl1Pcl aL1vances 
approximating £500,000, enabling- work to 
b·' foutcd for 14.567 people. The hon. rnem­
bc·r for \Y est :llloreton did not make any 
mention of those factc.. He failed to make 
full inquiry into the matter, but he knew 
that his statements were inconect. Hon. 
members should aLo know that this branch 
is one of the most important in the clep<trt­
ment, not onlv because it is inst.rulncntal 
in assisting tO improve the public estate, 
but also because it prm·ides u,eful employ­
ment for a large number of people. Will 
any hon. rnernb('r oppo~ite contend that a 
considerable uncunt of cletc1iled work is 
not necessary in handling, that .<urn of 
£500.000, which was responsible for the 
employment of 14,567 men? Of course, it 
would be ncecssary to increase the personnel 
of the department, and three new oflicers 
have been appointed. 

I remind rnembers oppo,Jte that it v, a3 

the Publ]c Service Con1rrtissioner who rnad 
.an cxarnination of the n"orking of this 
branch. I dn not appoint the officers, nor 
does th0 Lnnd Administration Board appoir:t 
them, 11ur the hPLds of sub-departnwnL.~. 
For thC' first ti1ne for ruany years the Depart­
ment of Public Lands has bcc•n completely 
m·erhaulocl bv the Public Servi< e C:nn­
·missioncr and. his officers, 'vith the re2ult 
that cxtr:1 officf'rs WC'l'C found to be nec~.).ssflrY. 
\Yill any hem. member opposite contend that 
the old personnel of the depa.rtrnent should 
be cal\ccl npon to do the extra work, parti­
{'Ularh that involved in the Land Develop­
ment Branc·h? The branch must be properh 
.con-ducted. \n aggreg-ate aflyance of 
£500,000 rcprhCllts thousands of individual 
adYanre~. The n1oncv is not ad-...-ancccl in 
l:ugc ~unP. Ev0ry. applirat.-ion 1nu-:t be 
-carefullY C'Xamincd, reporh obtained, and 
n1ark0d fol' action. The HC\V secretary nf 
th0 L·~ nd .. Adn1 i11i~tratiol! Board, · 1lr. 
·O'Cai1a~.dl?.n. wor· p.Q night and da r· tn trY 
to put the c:Jiicc on n nron~r · L~· 
allotting thC' cleric~! work i>rc 111 tbl.u 
way. Ifc rc::tll, iPiurc.~1 h1 1w"1th \\''-Jrk-
in}:{ too h~rcl. · The Pnblic Sen·lec Corn­
rnis . .::iol~cr h:1.'1 F~~rccd l~1at three cxt:ra offi("'r~ 
"\V ere nrce.:;~a ry. 

Let n;r• offpr furtl1cr proof of thP g-oocl 
·work br~ing achie\·f'd b~v the J)PpartinHlt of 
Public LalJds. rrhc Public St:ryic:c Corn­
rnissioner also found that li •Yas necos:---;arv 
t>1 appoint an assistant cCLshicr to help to 
1landle the- increased amount of rnoncv con­
trolled bv the clopartmm;t in connection with 
advances. The cashier ".1s consider ab!-. 
over-worked m handling the increase(\ 
amount of mone.v passing through the 
departrn('nt. Hon. IllCtllbPrs opnositc should 
-consider thf·.,p matters yerv cart;fu11v instead 
of glibly critici ing the ·appoir.tmc~11t of a 
fe\v extra ofTi-.ial~ 'vithout inqni;·ing into 
i.lt; reasons why. To prm·c that the Public 
Service Cornlnj.ssionc-:-r 1-Yas right in recon1-
mending the appointment of an assistant 
cashier to handle the increased money, I 
neEd only refm· to the receipts by tho 
r1•'p~rtmcnt. which arc set out at page 57 
of the Auditor-General's report. for the hst 
financial year. 'l'hc report discloses that 
the receipts of the depa rtmcnt in connection 
with the consolidated revenue account 
iucrcascd b.v £34,397 last year, a,; compar,;d 
with 1933-34, and in connection with th<l 
trust and special funds by £128.933. The 
<Jnly decrease in receipts was in n'spect of 
loan funds, when: the dmp wa, £16,831. 

},rcordiEg to the report of th' Auditor. 
General, the rt'coipts handled by the ce,shif'l' 
i,;crcasccl b~- £146,499. There arc thousands 
of paytnent.~ represented in those figure ..... 
\Yill anyone tho~e figures do not show 
the n r's"'it:v jncrca_e t.he st--cngth of 
that ( ffice by another oHiccr? 

Let 1ne now dra.l with t hf' cxrw:1diture 
that had to be controlled lw this ol1icc. The 
increa~ s in expenditurE' under t~;e various 
heads, according to the _\ud ;+·-r-Ci nc-ral, 
were-

Consolidated Rcveml8 
Tru -t and Special Funcl;-; 
Loan Funds 

£ "·d. 
13.337 11 5 

177.645 Ll 6 
124,683 13 0 

£315,666 15 11 

The incrca'3t!d receipts and expc~1diture 
handled, therefore, amoumcd to approxim­
ately £450,0JO. \Vill an;one say 1t wa,, not 
necessary to put iu another officer to attend 
to those payn1ents? As a ruaUer oi fact, 
the actual payments into con.soliclatcd 
revenue increased last year by £34,387, and 
tho expellf.liture' by £13,338, so that the not 
increase in consolidated revenue 1·eccipts 
last yoar as compared with the previous 
year "as £21,059. Every penny piecu of 
tho'e amounts had to bo handled bv the 
cashier. Thtl Public SerYicc (\,nnni:::~ioncr 
rnade a thorough investigation of the depart­
ment. Anv hon. member who has boon a 
member of the Cabinet handling a depan­
tnent in the past will realise that when t.hu 
Public Scrv1cc Comrui~sioner n1akcs an 
cxan1ination of a departalCllt it is dont· in a 
thorough manner. It i~ not ju::.t donoJ in a 
haphazard 1-vay. It is .a job that ls entrusted 
to ~xperienced oflicors. The result of that 
investigation is shown in this ye te b·,· pro­
Yision for certain ::-:.dditioual oHirec.~ \\ ho 
had to be appointed. 

First of a1l I have exposed \Yhat mav be 
termed, if not the dishom ;t aLhocacv of 
the hon. n1c-rnbcr for \rc"~t l'vior(:toJJ. Then 
the rnannor in '.vhjch he llLtdo his ftat01nent. 
I-Ie knows that his staternent \Ya~ not correct. 
He did not ach-i>e thi,, Commitoc tb~t th<c 
appropriation for the Land oHi<:cr,; 
for the ilrst time appc'.r<>d iu ,-olc for 
the Chief Office. 

Mr. :'UAHER: It is yoUi' job b expbin that 
to the Committee, not mine. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' LANDS: 
Of course we all know that when the hon. 
member get'· up to make a speech he >imply 
does so to satisfy his own mind. 

Mr. :llfAHER: That is what I want to do. 
(Interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. 1nen1ber' s case cannot bo a, ver-v 
good one, because he will not allow rnonl­
brrs of this C<nnmittee to get a true Yiew 
of it. I will adduce fmther proof th:1t the 
reorganisation of the deportment not only 
had the attention of the l'ublic Sen-joe 
Co1nrnissionci' but the S-tate Scrviro Union 
also. If hon. member, refer to the " State 
Senice" of 30th September, 1935, on page 
16 they will sco the following statement :-

"The Lands Dopartrnent. has now 
settled down after tho disturbance. vVe 
feel it will be a better place for the 
reorganisation and reclassif-iCation." 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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I want to eay as head of the department that 
I have no'v got a complete reorganisation 
of my department and its sub-departments, 
ond I feel, as the official organ of the State 
Service Union states, that the department is 
now a better place because of the reorgani­
sation and reclassification. To show what 
\vas Incant so far as rr1v cfficers arc <>cn-
cerned-- " 

Mr. MAHER interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-.!DS: 
The hon. member has had his say, and I 
am going to have mine. I desire this Com· 
mittee to know the true position. He is 
always wrong, he is not fair and now I am 
showing where he was wrong. 

In regard to the reclassification, twenty. 
four a ppoals were lodged. Of these ten were 
upheld unanimously, and three by a majority, 
and eleven were -dismissed. While those 
appeals were being heard the heads of the 
sub-departments had to be available to give 
evidence before the Appeal Board and the 
result was we lost at least three weeks of 
the time of these officers. As the " State 
SerYicc" says, the reorganisation of the 
departnwnt and all its branches has been 
completed. I agree with what is said in 
the journal. The department to-day is effi· 
cient from top to bottom, and I am satisfied 
that every employee in that department is 
earning his or her sala.ry. 

I also de,irc to reply to statements made 
by the hon. member for Hamilton. He first 
of all took me to task for pointing out­
it is rny duty to thi, Committee and to 
the people of Queensland to do-exactly what 
the position is regarding the lands of the 
State. The hon. member for Hamilton also 
was not fair in his criticism. He said that 
I said there was practicallv no more land 
in Queensland for settlcmci1t, and then he 
proved that I did not make that statement, 
becansc-I will give him his due-he read 
out what I did say and that proves that 
"hat he first said I said was incorrect. I 
roncluded my remarks on Tuesday by 
faying--

"1 have 48,000,000 acres in Queensland 
'.tnoccupied, of which 10,000.000 are, in 
the opinion of my officers, inferior lands, 
and there are 38,000,000 acres of land 
left which is sufficient to settle a consider· 
able number of people. That area is a 
fine asset for dairying and agricultural 
farming." 

What I intended to convey and what I did 
conn>y-and the hon. member read my actual 
statement-was that there is no further lund 
in Queensland available for pastoral and 
grazing occupation. That is what I said 
and that is what I wanted to convey. 

Mr. RUSSELL: You did not say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
I did say that and I will read what I did 
say. It was that of the total land in occupa· 
tion of this State 57.02 per cent. was under 
pastoral occupation and 18.79 per cent. under 
grazing occupation, making a total of 75.81 
per cent. under pastoral and grazing occupa­
tion. That is what I said. I pointed out 
that the total under pastoral and grazing 
occupation was 325,250,000 acres out of an 
area for the whole State of 429,000,000 acres. 
I want the people of this State to realise 
the situation. We have reached saturation 
point regarding pastoral lan-d and grazing 
land, as things stand. Will anyone say that 
325,250,000 acres out of a total of 4:?9.000,000 
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is not a tremendous portion of this State? 
I have a map in my office that shows the 
different tenures in different colours, and 
I invite hon. members to look at it. They 
will see that practically all the unoccupied 
land is in the far North. That represents 
the 48,000,000 acres. 

Anyone who has travelled over Queensland 
realises its tremendous arc•a, and I think 
it is a great tribute to the department-not 
only of to-day, because we are only finishing 
the job-that it has carried out its duties and 
dealt with various difficulties in the way 
it has. Anyone who studies our land settle­
ment from its inception and realises that 
325,250,000 acres of this State's land are 
occupied under pastoral and grazing leases 
will realise what '' onderful work the depart­
ment and the administration in the past 
have done. 

I want to impress on the Committee that 
the hon. member for Hamilton wa.s wrong 
when he said that I said thoro was no more 
land available for settlement. because he 
st~ted when he came to quoie rny speech 
that I had said that there were 38,000,000· 
c-Jcr~s. That area is cntirelv in Northern 
Qucensle.nd, from Mackay 'north. Those 
?S.OOO.OOO acres are left after eliminating the 
lO.OOO.OJO acres that the dBpartment has 
c1assc-d a-. uninhabitable. That area of 
38.000,COJ acres is still available for settle­
ment, which proves that there is plenty of 
land a vailablc for the immigrants it is. 
desired to bring out-and that land includes 
wme of the finest dairying land in the State. 
I invite the hon. member for Hamilton or 
anv other hon. member who desires to 
ob~ervc the growth of settlement in Queens­
land to examine the map I have in my office. 
I wish to remove entirely the impression 
that may have been created bv the remarks 
of the hon. member for Hamilton that the· 
Premier went overseas and asked for immi­
grants, but there was no land here to put 
them on. I have pointed out there is an 
area of 38,000.000 acrb, which will be suffi­
cient to mttle all the immigrants who may 
"·ish to come here. 

A:-r 0PPOSITIO:-< ME1IBER: And go to Cape 
York? 

The SECRETARl:" FOR PCBLIC LA~DS: 
Much of this land is in the Palmerston and 
Eungella areas. The hon. member is decry· 
ing the land of the State. Thirty-eight 
thousand acres still remain, which the depart· 
ment points out i•- the finest land in Aus­
tralia. To a certain extent it is remote. 
The Torv Gov('l'nments of the past adopted 
unfair tactics and did nothing for ~orth 
Queensland. The GoYernments of the past, 
more especially Tory Governments, did not 
consider the opening up of any land that wa& 
not within "cooec" of Brisbane. The pre· 
sent Government consider the whole of the 
State and are row developing the lands in 
the North which, as I have said, are some 
of the finest lands not merely in Queensland 
but in Australia. With 38,000,000 acres of 
land to develop we certainly have any 
amount of land for any person who desires 
to come and settle in Queensland from over­
seas or anywhere else. We have this large 
area of land available for dairying or mixed 
farming, but-I say it emphatically-as 
regards pastoral and grazing lands Queens­
land has reached saturation point. I desire 
to correct the hypocritical attitude the 
hon. member for Hamilton has taken up. 
He has adopted again this dishonest habit. 
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The CHAIRMAX: Order ! 
Illr. RussELL: I rise to a point of order. 

The hon. gentleman is not right when he 
sa vs I made a dishonest statement. I was 
no"t dishonest in any shape or form. 

The CHAIRMA::\' : Order ! The hon. 
member for Hamilton denies he made any 
dishone<t statement and I hope the Secre­
tary for Public Lands will accept his denial. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA"JDS: 
Very well. but I desire to point out that it 
was most unfair for the hon. member to 
·say what he did regarding land settlement 
generally, because the main difficulty in the 
Department of Public Lands arises from tho 
fact that the great majority of applications 
received by the department are for pastoral 
areas. As I have said, it is not so much the 
urge for dairying and mixed farming lands 
:that we are wonying about. With the open­
ing up of the areas in the Korth we can 
satisfy these demands, but we c1nnot sat'dy 
the dPmand for nastoral lands. \Ve have 
not got such lallcL and one of the reasons 
is the fad that the Government of which 
the hon. mr•mber for Hamilton wao one of 
the prominent representative,; extended for 
ten ye an the least's of 13,000,000 acres of the 
best p>l'toral country in Queensland. Had 
that Government not made this extension 
>Q{ lcao0', we shouhl have been able to do 
'our duty Ly the youths of Queensland who 
desire' to go 011 pastoral land. That Govern­
mellt deliberately tied up for many years 
13,000 000 acres of the best pastoral country 
in th·e St<1te and the n~;:ult is that th(~ 
demands of new settlers who require such 
land cannot be met. The past Government, 
by not n1aking proper resumptions, failed in 
'their rlutv to the State. That has been a 
vital issLie and is one of the reasons why 
£0 n1any n1em bcrs on the Government 
benches. including Mr. Speaker and the 
Attornc:;-G ncral, \l·ero returned unopposed 
at tlw Ja,r elections. The electors of the 
pastoral ancas rec,lise that only a Labour 
Government will g-ive them a fair deal. They 
resent the ·unfair treatment thev received 
when tlw Opposition were in office-. An area 
of 13,00J,OOO acres would certainly have given 
the dcpartruent a useful arnount for pastoral 
occupation. lion. n1cn1bors nlust realise 
that that is the position. 

Therf' is plenty of !:Jnd fnr rnixecl f:Jrming 
and dair~yjng, but how could an imn1igrant 
go into these industries? He would ha•·e 
to have a fair amount of capital. Dairying 
land cannot be taken up and cleared without 
a fair amount of capital. In placing 
unemployed on the land there will have to 
be considered not only the question of pro­
viding suitable land but also that of provid­
ing the necessary fin a nee to keop them there. 
That is a trPmcndous problem. The money 
is not available. Hon. members opposite 
have already complained about the deficit in 
the finances of the State. ·where can the 
Government find the necessary money for 
those now settlers? \Ye are thus re.;tricted 
in any land settlement scheme for the unem­
ployed. If we place men on new land we 
must provide them with capital, and withrmt 
money we cannot do that. 

The hon. member for Hamilton tried to 
make excuses for the Federal Government. 
He mentioned the sugar industry and said 
that the workers in Australia gene!'ally were 
against the Sugar Agreement. That state­
ment is quite untrue. Every hon. member 
who knows anything about the sugar embargo 

and the protection that the industry has 
received from the Federal Government must 
admit that the one organisation in Queens­
land that has stood shou'der to shoulder with 
the sugar interests in their agitation for 
that embargo is the Australian Workers' 
Union. The Australian \Yorkers' Union­
the organisation that represents the workers 
ln the sugar industry~at crcry Federal con­
vention for years past, pa::.:~eU a 1notion 
sta.nding up for the sug:u embargo. So 
that iho organised worlwrs of Australia are 
unanimous in their agreement •with the 
embargo, which enables us to keep our 
men on sugar lands. Everyone who has 
followe.d the history of the sugar industry 
must realise that Labour'c policy alone made 
this embargo possibh·. 

Ono industr,y that is causing rny depart­
ment much concern is that of cotton grow­
ing. VVe are having tremendous difficulty 
in keeping· the men on the land in the 
Bumett, Theodoro, and Callicle areas. The 
hon. member for Hamilton said that the 
Fcd<Jral Government have done nothing but 
good for the eotton industry. I would 
inform him that under the protection prc­
l'iously given to the cotton industry the 
purchasers of cotton were able to pay the 
growers a flat ra.te of 5d. a lb. There was 
a guaranteed price of 5d. a lQ. under the 
Federal Labour Administration, and we in 
turn were able to obtain a fine return from 
our land. The price has dropped over 2cl. a 
lb. to-da v under a Federal Ton- Govcm­
lllCllt. The rr ~ult is that sever-al settlers from 
the Burnett and Theodore ar find that 
thcv are unable to pay thnir land rent, kt 
alone the clues to the Agricnltural Bank. 
Thev arc absc lutelv down and out. \V hen 
tho uprir:e \VaS, 5c1. -a lb. the growen: ·were 
able to p-ay their rents and the duc·o to the 
bank. 

Mr. BRAKD: That \vas quite a good guar­
antee. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It was a splendid guarantee, and it was 
Labour's legislation that made it posstbk. 
Queensland is the great cotton growing 
State of AustPa!ia. Cotton is only grown 
to a verv small exknt in other St>1tes. The 
problem" has now becomr' 011e for Parlia­
ment. It is the duty of Parliament to see 
that the settlers on the Burnctt, Callide, and 
Theoclore areas are not force·d to go out 
of the industry because of the low price 
ruling. It is certainly a. tremendous drop-
3d. to-day as a~·ainst 5d. in the early clays. 
How am I to keep those 1,500 or 1,600 
settlers on the land in the Burnctt, Callide, 
and Theodore areas? Everyone can see 
the worries we have to contend with. 
Everyone will realise that the Common­
wea.lth Government have not done their 
duty. Imagine allowing the price of 
cotton to the grower to drop 2d. a lb., and 
taking no a~tion! The only action tak0n 
was taken bv the Premier of this State 
when he w-as abroad and put the ease for 
Queensland so admirably. If hon. members 
road the report of Yrr. ·webstcr, who con­
trols the cotton ginnor.v, they will realise 
where the blame lies. I blame the Federal 
Government for allowing the price of cotton 
to fall 2d. a lb. This is going to be a very 
serious matter. I am faced with dues owing 
in the Burnett and Callide areas to the 
extent of £30,000 or £40.000. The Agricul­
tural Bank has advanced a considerable sum 
of money in those areas, and in the end the 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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State is gong to suffer. Those settlers arc 
not able to p:1y. lJnle.::;s sonwthing jg done, 
I do not know what will h>tpp0II. 

It is the object of the Government to keep 
people on the land who are already there. 
I blame the present Federal Government 
for their inaction. Take the timber indus­
try. Only the other day we had to send 
an officer of the department to the South 
to fight a case against the removal of the 
protection on certain classes of timber. 
Several exploiters of timber in the Southern 
States particularly, desired to import timbm 
cheaply from_ overseas. They did not oaro 
what they paid for that timber, nor did they 
c~re If the persons growing or handling that 
timber m~de a living. All they were con­
cerned \nth was to make a profit. They 
wanted to Import the timber into this countrv 
cheaply to the detriment of .'l.ustralia and 
Qtwonsland. I had to detail an officer of 
my -department to go South and fight this 
effort for a removal of the protection. The 
hon. member for Hamilton said, " Look 
what the Federal Government have done for 
the timber industrv." \Ve are ven con­
cerned about its pos-ition. \Ve are constantlv 
going !nto the question in order to prescn-e 
the "x1shng <tandards of the timber trade. 
Frmn time to tjrno hon. rnernbers \Yill sec 
photog-raphs in the papers of ship loads nf 
log timber coming here from various coun­
tries of the world to the detriment of ollr 
indus1ry. The duty on timber is verv low 
at the pre~cnt timP. VVo haYe tou face 
the interest·· that are out to make a profit 
out of imported timber and destroy the 
meagre protection we have got. It is only 
the State of Queensland that is fighting. 

The hon. member for Hamilton also spoke 
about the Irrigation and Water Supply 
Sub-Department. I should like to ach·ise 
him and other members of this Committee 
that a complete reor!5'anisation has been 
made of it. Possibly the member for \Vest 
lVIoreion, ·when 've corne to that vote, 
will want to know why we have sixty-one 
officers as against forty-three. The position 
is that "e have given to it the control of 
the Theodoro, Burnctt, and Callide areas. 
There is a great deal of irrig·ation in the 
Buruett and Callide arc>as. ·we have 
co-ordinated its work under a very capable 
engincC'r, Mr. C. E. Parkinson. McmbBrs 
g·onerally must agree that in Mr. Parkin­
son we have a most capable engineer, who 
has a capable sta,ff. If proqlems are to be 
effectively tackled in the interests of the 
hon. member for \V est J\;Jnreton and other 
members of the community, the staff must 
be increased. How can we investigate all 
the probl0rns submitted by bon. members 
on both sides of the Chamber if wo do not 
engage a capable staff for the purpose? 
For the past eight months officers of the 
sub-department bave been actiYely eng-aged 
in selecting locations where water facilities 
m a v be est a blisbed on the stock routes of 
the. State". Whenever an hon. member 
submits a matter to the sub-department for 
cor,sicler<ltion. an officer is immediatelv 
made available to go into the matte,:. 
Approximately £500.000 of subsidis-ed loans 
ha' been made available throughout th0 
State for the purnose of providing· water 
facilities. The staff of the sub-dep-artment 
is increased this year to sixty-one for the 
reasons that I have already stated. 

I should like hon. members to realise that 
the department has ample land available on 
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easy terms in North Queensland for dairy­
~ng and mixed farming purposes, but there 
1s no new land south of Mackav thllt tllP 
Government could make available." One hon. 
member opposite in referring to undeveloped 
freehold land-the Government have no con· 
trol over it-really drew attention to the 
danger of the freehold system and the bone­
fit of Labour's policy of perpetual lease. 
The undeveloped freehold land in close 
proximity to the city of Brisbane is really 
held by speculators. That is tne evil 2·esult 
of the policy for which hon. members 
opposite stand and which the"· claim to be 
in the best interests of the State I have 
already pointed out that if we had not 
adhered to our policy of perpewal lease 
we could not have extended a large mcusure 
of financial assistance to Crown tenants. 
Hon. members opposite have al,·o asked 
about the prosJ_Jects of utilising unc:ov,,lop?d 
freehold land m the southern parts of the 
State. Millions of acres are invoh·ed bnt 
th<'y cannot be made available for sctti.oment 
because thev arc held under the pernicious 
system of frPehold. Hon. membnrs opposite 
cannot haYe it both ways. The Goyernment 
cannot control freehold land unless thev 
nourne it, and we have no funds for that 
purpo·t\ eYcn if \Ye desired tn cl() f::.o. If 
we did attempt to resume the land without 
cash payment there would imme-diately be 
an outcry of " repudiation " frorn hon. 
mc-mhers opposite. I could drive hon. 
mc1nber.3 opposite to thousands of acres 
of unoccupied freehold land in close 
proximity to Brisbane for which the owners 
are asking exorbitant prices that the public 
cannot afford to pay. \V e cannot comply 
\nth the request of hon. members opposite to 
assume control of freehold land that has 
been rcmo.-ed from our jurisdiction l:.v their 
pernicious policy of freehold. Again they 
have praYe-d the wi'flom of Labour's policy 
of perpetual lease. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Hulimba) [11.33 
a. m.]: I was very pleased to hear the 
Minister reply so effectively to the criticism 
l,y the hon. member for \Yest Moreton. 
The Estimates clearly set out why the staff 
of the head office has been increased. There 
is a special note at the bottom of the page 
which deals with certain expenditure previ­
ously Yoted under Land Court. The trouble 
in connection with the staff of this 
department is not the increase in the staff, 
it is in the high salaries paid to the high­
placed officials. I -do not think that there is 
any other Government department where the 
administrative overhead expenses are as 
heavy as they are in this. Even when the 
Moore Government were reducing wages and 
salaries so drastically, anrl tho Chairman of 
the Land Administration Board. Mt. Payne, 
was struggling along on a salary of £1,500 
per annum, the Moore Government increased 
his salary to £1

1
750 per annum. They gave 

him an increase m salary of £5 a week. He, 
and one or two other officers were the only 
officers to receive increases in salarv from 
the Moore Government. Probablv he was 
to be used in connection with the" extension 
of pastoral leases and it was desirable to 
placate his feelings. 

I desire to point out that there are nine 
senior officers of the Department of Public 
Lands who receive more money in salary 
than nine Ministers of the Crown. I also 
wish to point out that the three members of 
the Land Administration Board receive 
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£4.100 per annum, and that in the cl<'part· 
!llP·IJt there are two other officers \vho n\cP-ivo 
£800 per annum each. The Chief "\scc-sor 
f{ets £750, the Chairman of !he Timber 
Ach·isory Co'Timittne £975, the Surveyor· 
Gene;·al £1,000, the Engineer in Charge of 
Irrigation and \Vater Supply £1.000, and 
in addition three members of the Land 
f'ou'Ct receive £1,00:l each. I did not include 
t h,, three members of the Land Court in 
the salaries of the nine officiuL aireJdy 
mentioned. because they are mornb,.:>rs of a 
judicial body, and a court of rcvic·c. If we 
include one of theso members "·e liad that 
tPn officers of the department receive more 
by way of salary than do the Premier and 
the other nine members of the Cabinet. 

Tl'e Government acted very wisely and 
the Minister in charge of these l<Jstimates 
is to be commcndcd upon putting through 
the reclassification schmne -vvhich has just 
been consurmnatod. It does give some 
amelioration of their conditions to the junior 
officers of the department. When the :Mooro 
GovL•rnrrient \Vcre in po·scr the~e officers 
agitated for a considerable time to have 
their classifwations reconsidered and new 
clas:3ifications rnadc, but und(•r the polic~r 
l~f that Governn1cnt no application for an 
incrcas8 in salarv or move for rccla::siiieation 
was considered.~ The Minister has got to 
grips with the problem and has ondeavotued 
to do the right thing by the junior officers. 
l'nfortunat,,Iv-and I make this statement 
with full re;tlisation of what it moans-ill 
the past too much favouritism has been 
shown by the ten or a dozen men at the 
head of the department's affairs. I say 
definitely that had it not been for the deci­
sions on the appeals to the Public Service 
Appeal Board against a number of the 
appointments under the reclassification 
schem0 this favouritism would have resulted 
in the penalisation of a considerable number 
of men. Let me say in passing that the 
Public Service Commissioner and depart­
mental heads are generally right in their 
selection of officers for vacant positions. I 
have sat as a member on the Public Ser· 
vice Appeal Board and during my period 
I Yoted to uphold more appointments than 
I did against them. I have groat confidence 
in the Public Service Commissioner doing 
the right thing. 

Let us review the results of the appeals 
dealt with by the board. During the year 
1933-34 twenty appeals were heard. Only 
three were won by the appellants, that is to 
say, three appellants were held to be entitled 
to the appointments they appealed against. 
In 1934-35, of fifteen appeals, four were 
won by unanimous decisions and two by 
majority decisions. But what do we find 
in relation to the appeals against the appoint­
ment' made under the recl>tssification of 
the Department of Public Lands? Twenty· 
four were lodged and of this number ten 
were won by a unanimous decision. 'fhe 
board consisted of Mr. A. H. O'Kelly, Police 
Magistrate, Rockhampton, sitting as chair· 
man, with Mr. F. M. Allsop as Commis­
sioner's representative, and Mr. C. R. Muhl­
clorff, officers' representative. These arc 
three men of integrity, capable of deciding 
what was the right thing. These three 
gentlemen agreed that the Land Adminis· 
tration Board and the committee that macie 
the recommendations for appointment had 
not done the right thing in ten instances. 
It is a shocking commentary on the efficiency 
of the heads of that department, and of 

their knowledge of the relative merits of 
the officers in that section of the service. 

Mr. Melville was the acting chairman of 
the L<md Administration Board. The chair­
man, Mr. Payne, was a\vay and I vvant to 
mention that in fairness to him. Mr. Melville 
stated when giving evidence that he had a 
thorough knowledge of the Land Acts. If any 
hon. member in this Chamber takes the 
trouble to read the transcript of the notes of 
the proceedings at those appeals he will 
realise what a limited knowledge Mr. Mel· 
ville had of the Land Acts of this State. 
The appointments were a poor commentary 
on those responsible for them; and I venture 
to say that if junior officers had make the 
mistakes and were responsible for the bung· 
ling for which some of the high administra· 
tive officers were responsible in connection 
with those appointments thev would have 
boon severely dealt with. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'cBLIC LANDS: Mr. 
Paync dealt with the reorganisation. 

l\lr. W. J. COPLEY: He did up to a 
point. The chairman of tho Land Atlminis· 
tration Board, I understand, was not pr"sent 
when these positions were filled. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : It was 
done before he loft. 

Mr. vY. J. COPLEY: I am not charging 
::\fr. l'vielville wrongly. Mr. Mohi!le was the 
rc,ponsible representative of the boC~rcl that 
wont into the witness-box to gi vu evidence 
to justify the appointments. He took full 
responsibility for what he did. and the 
Appeal Board, by ib decision, demonstrated 
that much bungling had occurred. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (Xanango) [11.42 a.m.]: 
This is undoubtedly a very important quPS· 
tion, aGd it is refreshing to note that hon. 
mernbers are taking a keen interest in it. 
Unfortunately, the Minister appeared to 
endeavour to make as much political capital 
for himeelf and the p",rtv to which he belongs 
when discus,ing this .-ote. and that is entirely 
wrong of him. The Minister should confine 
himself to relating what the position is in 
regard to land matten. There has been very 
little criticism of the administration of tho 
department on this side of the Committee. 
The hon. member \vho just resumed his scat 
has indulged in more criticism of the depart­
ment than all the hon. members on thi" side 
of the Chamber who have spoken. 

I am very pleased that the Minister has 
cleared np the matter of the amount of 
land available for sdcction. I do not kr;ow 
whether the hon. g·enth•man made himself 
quite so clear the other day. because 
undouhtcdlv hcrL members rcccoiYcd a differ. 
ent impression-as did the l'rE·,,-fmrn that 
which tho ::\Iinistor e.ays ho ir:tcndPd to 
create. I think I an1 r.ight in saying that 
one statement appeared in the Pre'-s ur:.de1~ 
the heading. "~o more land avaolable f,,, 
~('~Pet; on .. , It i~ wp)l th::tt thRt irnpressio:I 
sh: uld be removed. bec•ws" it would b' 
dctrimcnul to Queensland if that statement 
were broadcast in the other States and 
overseas. 

The difficulties that beset the man on the 
land are manv and ,·ariecl. I was pleased 
to hear the 1\1:inister remark that the prn 
ducer was, a ftcr all, the backboce of t.he 
country. That is undoubtedlv true, an-1 
althoug·h it has been stated by' Govcrnnwnt 
members that the eit.y represents the arws 
and legs. the backbone is the vital portion 
of the organism. It is our duty to deal with 

Mr. Edwards.] 



:814 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply, 

U10 rondir.:cns affecting settlers 111 this State 
at the prc3eHt time. It is a auestion that 
requires a great deal of concer~tration and 
serious thought in order to dist ::JYcr the beet 
means of bettering the position. If the cuu­
{1itinns were as they should be the 11o3ition 
of the settlers vvould right it~t'lf once they 
were plrrcr;cl on the land. 

So far as small area.s are concerned ihc 
fre~'hold Yc·r~u,, leasehold tenure controYersy 
.arises. The Secretary for Public Lands has 
set forth the poliey of the Gon·rnmcnt 
which is. of course, the policy of the Labout: 
Party. The question has ari:;en carh ypar, 
but would it not be wise to analvse it still 
further' Holders of large areccs 'are aware 
that some day portions cf their holdings 
will fall back to the Crown, and consequently 
.nre in favour of freehold tenure. People 
li\~ing en the land should be olwouraged 
to erect a hmne. Frorn time to ti1ne \\'O 

hear it said, ''The whole of the land bnlongs 
to the who le of the people." Up to a cer­
t.'tin polnt that ~tatement rnay be correct. 
but anv person who goes on the land must 
ha Ye sonw securitv for the result of his 
labours. A lease for a term of nincty~nine 
years HEty be all right, because that is a 
ddir;ite title to the holder. The land belongs 
to lnm, and certamly does not belong to the 
whole of the people any more than frc-ehold 
lond. After all, freehold land can be taxed 
or rc~::,umed. This has been done, and con­
sequently there is very little in the argmnent 
put fonYard. But let us take two adjacent 
sPlections, one held on freehold tenure and 
the other on perpetual lease tenure. Should 
the holders of these areas apply to th<' 
Agricultural Ilank or any other financial 
institutions for assistance, the Secretary 
for Public Lands and other hon. members 
know full 'wll that the holder of the free­
hold tenure 'vill receive some consideration 
'· hcre:F the application made bv the holder 
of the leasehold property ruc,s cyery risk of 
being tnrned do,vn. 

In rn~Y opinion the agricultural farrn tenure 
is the best forn: of te~uro for small arl'as 
that hac eYer· bPen brought forw:nd. but 
unfortunateh-m1d GoYernments of different 
shadf's of l;olitical opinion arf' equ~llv to 
blame-the unimproved value has been set 
too high. I am aware of instancf's-and 
thi;:; has 1lapp011L'd not only under Labour 
Governmc-nts. where land was selected at 
from 30s. to £2 an acre, according to 
qualitv. Howeyer, owing to the large num­
ber of applications for these sel~ctions at 
the commencement the price of the few 
selections remaining- were increased to £5. 
It will thus be seen that the sl'lcctors of 
the latter areas were in difficulties at the 
very cmnmcnC'mnont. Thc.::e rcn1arks apply 
also so far as perpetual leaseholds arc con­
cerned. The valuation is at too high a 
figure. Of course, hon. members kno"· that 
it is in1n1at0rial whethC'r there iJ a low 
Yaluation and a high rate Ol' a low rate and 
a high valurrtion. This i.s the baS:s on 
which thP Crown -works. It is qufto trao 
that at the present time, O'· ing to tho grave 
diflicultit's that have beset manv of the 
settlers on the perpetual leasch~lcl areas, 
the Crown is reducing the valuation tn a 
great e'dent, and also the rent. In order to 
show ho\v agricultural farm tenure con1paros 
with perpetual lease tenure, allow me to 
take a good district like my own. 

Mr. KlxG : Did you say " good "? 

[.Mr. Edwards. 

J\;lr. EDW ARDS : Yes, a good district 
such as my own and olle well developed. 
Follow the incr·ease in the unimproved 
,·aluations of the land over the last fifteen 
years. Other than road facilities-which 
the people obtain through the local authori­
ties-the unimproved value of the land 
should alwavs rernain the sarne. Tho valu~r 
secs area after area \Yith 1nilcs and miles 
of well cultivated lancl-cultivat~cl at great 
expen5o and sacrifice jn many cases~and he 
bases his unimproved valuation on co.n­
ditions as he secs them. That method is 
vvrong. I-Ie cannot base jt on conr!it lons as 
they originally existed. He sees beautiful 
farms and estimates the unimproved value 
accordingly. That is the danger in per­
petual leasehold. Rea ppr 1 ;sem0"t every 
fifteen years is not quite fair. Va.luation 
based 011 thC' conditions existing at such 
periods has the effect of making perpetual 
lcasolwld land clearer than land held under 
agricultural farm tenure. The Moore 
Government passed an Act providing for an 
agricultural farm tenure of fortv vears. 
The settlor under that Act was n'ot 'faced 
with the prospect of having his. rent 
doubled at the end of a twenty-year 
period. Unfortunately, however, certain 
wording was placed in the Act enabling the 
Department of Public Lands to refuse an 
extension of the lease unless the settler 
could proYe that hardship had been caused. 
That wording has prm·ented many men 
from obtaining relief, and I suggest that 
the Government be very careful when 
framing any new Bills, to sec that they are 
worded in such a way as to ensure that 
they will have the desired effect. 

V\' hen we examine the question, we see 
that thP clifficultv is not with the man on 
the land. He is doing his job. The difficulty 
is that he still h:1s to pay practically the 
same overhead costs as he did when prices 
\Ycro thr('O times as high as they now are. 
An examination of the £acts will disclose 
how that positio.n is created. Customs duty 
is ono item. The primary producer must 
import a big porcenta.ge of the material 
that is used for the development of his 
area. He r.ays direct Customs duty on 
that, qut if he purchases an Austmlian 
proclnct he is really no better off. The 
Austr•:dian manufacturer charges a. price 
equal to the landed cost of the imported 
article, plus customs duty. Therefore. the 
man on the land has to pny for that. He has 
to carry out ,a<:tual improvements on the 
land without producing anything, and you 
will find that he is bcsd with overhead 
costs all along the line, 8.nd until we oan 
reduce those overhe;cd costs to some extent. 
we shall not be able to get out of our 
present .difficulties. \Ye have only to look 
at the position of many clients of the 
Agricultural Bank. and realize the number 
of foreclosures rluring last year to appreciate 
tho graYo difficulties of the man on the 
hand. Of conrsP. when he is in difficulties, 
the State is in difficulti0s. Much has been 
said in this Chamber to the effect that 
general eonditions are better, but no 
one would be so foolish as to s.a.y that tl)ey 
arc not better now than thev were durmg 
the depth of the cl cpression-nevertheless, 
we have to admit, nnd we should be fair 
enough to admit, that that improvement 
has been in the main due to borrowed 
money. The position of the ma.n on the 
land is not better. The Minister should 
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try to eliminate costs. I disagree very 
often with arguments put forward from the 
other side of the Assemblv. 

A GovERNMENT l\1E}IBE~: And that side 
too. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Possibly so, nevertheless 
there is one thing we should realise. It is 
one thing to fix high wages, it is another 
for the country to pay them. It is impor­
tant to see that the country is able to bear 
these costs, and to see that they are just in 
the interests of the people who are on the 
land and in the intere,,ts of the people who 
are developing the State. 

I want to discuss the position in regard 
to our forests. I realise that there has 
been a large development in the sale of our 
timber. That is true not merely here, but 
all over Australia. In Melbourne it is 
impossible to obtain a carpenter to put a 
board in a. house. 

Mr. HrLTON: And it is more pronounced 
m Queensland. 

Mr. EDW ARDS: No. In Victoria there 
has been a rapid growth in the number of 
buildings being constructed. I know the 
position. I wish to mention tho position in 
regard to some of our lands now held for 
forestry purposes. The hon. the Minister 
has interested himself in certa.in area.s in 
my own electorate, and I know in other 
areas as well. I have in mind the Yarra­
man, Black butt, and N anango districts. 
PubliC' inquiries have been ruadc fl·orn tin1e 
to time with the object of reclasoifying the 
land and making a portion available for 
closer settlement. Speaking from memory, 
I believe that the last report on the area 
was issued by the La.nd Administration 
Board, on which the Forestry Sub-Depart­
ment is represented. I urge the Minister 
to give serious consideration to what I have 
said, particularly in the interests of the 
settlers now living within the area. They 
have to contend with very serious difficulties, 
especially in combating marsupia.ls, noxious 
weeds, and other pests. Financially they 
are una.ble to fence against the marsupial 
or to resist the inroads of noxious weeds. 
The Minister should consider the matter 
from every angle. I hold the view that 
much of the land could be more economically 
used for agricultural purposes than refores­
tation. This area was portion of my elec­
torate from 1920 to 1923, it was then 
excluded, but was again included at the 
last elections. U pan my return to that a.rea 
I was sorry to hear the same arguments 
tha.t had been used years before on the 
question whether the land should be retained 
for forestry or used for agricultural pur• 
poses. 

It is contended by practical timber men 
who have lived in the area and watched 
the growth of timber that the Forestry Sub­
department acts unwisely in destroying all 
the young growth when it decides to replant 
the area after the bigger timber has been 
removed. It has been the practice of the 
department to cut out all the small pine 
before replanting the a.rea, but these prac­
tical men have expressed the opinion that 
it would be preferable to a.llow the small 
timber to continue to grow and thus resist 
the undergrowth to some extent. They are 
of the opinion that it would be in the best 
interests of the State to rely on the natural 
regeneration instead of destroying the young 
timber, thereby providing a splendid oppor­
tunity for the development of undergrowth, 

and possibly bush fires. Again I ask the 
Minister to give the matter very serious 
considera.tion. There are a certain number 
of settlers in the district at the present time 
and in their interests a portion of the are~ 
should be made available for closer settle­
ment, so that they may enjoy the benefits 
of roads and schools and other wcial 
advantages so necessary for people etruggling 
on the la.nd. 

The Minister regards the primary producer 
as the backbone of the country, but he should 
assist him to justify that reputation by 
administering the affairs of Queensland in 
his interests. vVhen primary products are 
grown they must be conveyed by rai:way 
to the city and then carted to the market. 
Pra.ctically every other department is in 
some way indirectly affected by the poJicy and 
prosperity of this department. Therefore, 
its administration is of great importance. 
The Department of Agriculture is close!) 
associated. I hope the Minister will realise 
the present position of settlers, and instead 
of looking to them for an improvement of 
the land position he will lend some assist­
ance in the direction of cutting 0\'erhead 
costs, which are very burdensome at the 
present time. 

Mr. HEALY (Warwick) [12.6 p.m,]: I am 
pleased to have this opportunity of paying 
a tnbute to the officers of the departmc11t 
for their very efficient administration. After 
listening for the past few weeks to the 
many heated debates in this Chamber it 
was quite refreshing to see that on 'this 
Yote at least one member of the Opposition 
was big enough to pay a tribute where it 
was due. I was impressed with the \velJ 
merited eulogy of the Minister by the hon. 
member for Isis, to whose capable admin­
istration of this department he paid a 
compliment. I heartily endorse his senti­
ments. 

The future of a young country like 
Queensland to a great extent depends on 
the land policy of the Government and its 
sympathetic administra.tion. In this regard 
the Government and the Minister have 
achieved results of which they may well feel 
proud, 1\ot only is much of our progress 
dependent on land settlement; relief of 
uncf!lployment can also in a measure be 
attnbuted to the wund administration of 
the department. 

It is amusing to hear the argument of 
hon. members opposite on that hardy old 
annual, the freehold versus leasehold con 
trover,y. We on this side of the Committee 
have always roundly condemned the policy 
of freehold tenure. At election after election 
we have placed the policy of leasehold tenure 
in the forefront of our progran1n1o. In view 
of the fact that for seventeen out of the past 
twenty years the electors have endorsed that 
policy, surely it is tirne that our friends 
oppcsit,, gave freehold tenure a decent 
butial and gaye us sonH~ ne\V conceptions 
when this ,·otc comes up for comidcration! 

It is sc!dc•m that I find myself in accord 
with the hon. member for Dalby but I 
must confess that I agree with his 'remarks 
on this vote regarding the serious menace 
of the Alsatian dog to the sheep industry. 
I would not go so far as the hon. member, 
and say tha.t the life of a sheep is more 
valuable than the life of a city "hild, but 
I say quite sincerely the Alsatian is a menace 
to both man and beast. We have already 
definite evidence in Queensland that the 

J1fr. Healy.] 



816 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

Alsatian will cross with llw dingo. Tho 
adoption of a careless attitude in regard 
to the Alsatian will haYe serious reper­
cussions on the sheep indu, try. Before thi.; 
danger increases I strongly recorrnnend the 
:,1inistcr to bring do1vn leg-islation for the~ 
con1pulsory sterili-sation of all Alsatian dogs 
\\-lth a vie\v to their ultimate total banish­
ment. 

There is another problem affected b" this 
\·ote that is also a serious Inenaco to the 
grazing interests, that is, the din go menace. 

Quite recently the hon. member for Car­
narvon and I met a deputation from the 
\Varwick branch of the l_Tnired Graziers' 
Association, members of which pointed out 
to us the extent of the menace in tht~ :::outhcrn 
and south-IVC3tc-rn portions of thi;; St~t0. It 
\YUS 5Uf.(~Cstcd to US that Wn shou)d l'Pjlr~ ,;nt 
to the ~Go\Tl'rnn1ent the noces::.~tv for increas­
ing the height of the present~ raLbit-proof 
fccce in order that area:-3 in the lot 1litv 
-adjacen'· to the Ne1v South \V .. tlr·..; borde~r 
rr1ight b protected frorn the inyas~on of 
-cling .es from :'\ew South Wales. The pre;cnt 
f(~nce i::. 4 fc,et in height, and it is suggc.,tcd 
L"T tnen \Yho haYo a know 1ellgP of thcs _ 
matter;:, tlut 2 feet should be add d t,q th(' 
hr,ight 1ll order to afforcl protPction hom 
that iuya::;;ion. One sheep H1<:Ul in tlh~ \Y 'tr­
w1ck elu·torate has lest 1r -~ sh(' -P during 
tLe lu.'"·L ~ix mo11t.hs, and nnother 150 in t1H~ 
last t\velvo ntonths, as a re.~ult of a ttarl;:~~ by 
dingof'~. Judging by those ''gnr~'"'· :t ··\·o._dd 
r!ppear that thu losses in that p~.rt. of thP 
State front the dingo are Ycry consic.lt'r~blc. 
It is claimed by the owner of a sheep 
propert.\' in my olectorat0 that. if ~u- h ;t 

fence vvPrP erected the property Cl ,_ild carry 
from 3.000 to 4,000 mor<' sheep. That cou­
(ljt,ion lnu:;:t apply throughout that portion 
of the State; -,o that, if the sheep men oouid 
get protf>ction fron1 the d~np.:o, the C'arr~,·irg 
capacitY cf Queensland w 'Uld be incrensocl. 
and the national wealth of the State 
incrca-::·r1. I a~k the 1\Iin-ister to 1ouk nt thi · 
t1J:lttcr frorn ;,'], national po:Lt of Yiew. Th0 
-£~xpenditurC) that \\·onld bo involYccl in c~lTY· 
ing out this work would b jusi 'fied. 

]\fr. \YALKER (Cooroora) f12.13 p.m.l: I 
reali:;e the diflicultie; confrm}ting the 1Iin~s­
tC'r, e3pccin1ly in rcg_~rd to tho t~riff en 
.cotton. I do not intc11d to jn,"tify th0 action 
of the Federal GoYernulont in any :-hc:pP or 
form. I consider that bJ thoir manipuhti<m 
of the tariff theJ haYe injured the indmtry 
in thi5i State. The sa1nc cor1clition cf affair8 
existed \'Vh0n the ~1cC~~rrnark Go\-ernmf'nt 
\Ver: in po,ver, and \Yhat :1pplicd then app~ic;-; 
to-dav. I wish to makr> clear what the 
posit{on was \YhPn the ~foore GoYernn1ent 
assumed office. \V e played the game to such 
an extent that the cotton industry nevPr 
enjoyed two better years in its hist'ory. If 
it wore not for the excellent and efficient 
svstcm establi,hod bv the man<Jger of the 
Board, I Yenture to ~.:lay the ~To\'-'CJ'A would 
b0 as badlv off to-da;T as thev 'V(Tc under 
the '1IoCon;1ack regimce. c 

I lwYo an official ,tateme"t tlmt I 'hall 
read that \vill convey sornc idea of the good 
\Vork dcnf' bv the l\TOorc GovernnH'Jlt. \Vhen 
we came intO po\\-er we g-uarantcPd 5:1. a lb. 
to the cotton-growers, and distributed £30.000 
arnongst them ,,trajght cnvay. \V c r~nJiscd 
that would not oarrv thorn on for long, m:d 
it would be neccssa1:y that they should have 
a bount:·. The clepre:,sion intervened and 
we had no money aYailable; but wc made 
representations to the Federal GoYcrnment. 

[Mr.Healy. 

I represented the Moore Government in the 
negotiations, and discussed with leading 
members of the Federal Country Party what 
would be the best thing to do. \V c arranged 
to meet the Acting Minister for Trade and 
Customs, ?\Ir. Forde, and we did so. The 
rowlt wa:, that beneficial lc;;islation was 
passed and got prctect:on. The cotton 
bount-v catne un. as it was duo to expire in 
the !'ollowing ·year, 1930. On the 20th 
February. 1930, I had an inten-iow with tlie 
offirPrs of the Commonwealth Department in 
co1Jjunction \Vith ll1.V ov1-n officer::>. \Vc met 
Mr. Scullin and Mr. Forde in Canberra, 
and hac( a tentative discussion as to whether 
the Federal Government were likely to 
extend the existing bounty, sub tituto a 
bounty on anothc1· scale or n.llow the 1~gisla­
tion to become inoperati,-c by emuXlon of 
time in 1931. The Commom ealth Minister 
(saYP ~·n as~urance that symp'l.thctic con­
siderat'on would be given to the introduction 
of a new Bountv Act, subject to the State 
GoYPrllnlent's rloving somPthing to assist the 
indmtn--at that time we had in mind the 
purcha~c of the oil mill and gir:neries fron1 
the British Australian Cotton Association. 
Ljynited--and subject also to sorneth:ng 
being clonp to stabiiisc tho business as 
b.hn en the Cotton Board. repn'·,enting the 
gro\vcr::;, nnd thn cotton spinners, vvho} of 
cour'-C. "\Ye re the bu.vc1·:; of raw cotton. 

On the afternoon of the 20th February. 
1930, a large conference 'Yas held, at which 
all the se<'tions of the industry W!'ro repre­
scntt>d. The Quecmland Cotton Board was 
rcprcscntod by its very able and efficient 
n1anagcr. Thero V\Trc al~o pre;_wnt the din~c­
tors of the various cotton mills, who pur­
chased thecr raw material from all parts of 
the 'H)]'lcl. \Ye end<-,avonred to induce them 
t0 fill th-:--ir rcquirernonts ·with Australian 
C{'.ttnn. Thn Quecn,Jand DPpartment of 
\gricuhuro \Vas reprc;:;ented b_;' the Lnder 

Sc•cretn.rv. the Director of 11ad\:d:ing~ and 
rnysclf. ~ _.:\ftcr a long cli~cussion we decided 
td proco,cd on sound lines, and tho proposals 
I had recciv,"d from the :VIoore GovernmPnt 
\Vf'l'C' pn:•,entcd to the Acting JY1inister for 
Tradn and Cu't .m·c, :\1r. Forde. who accepted 
dH'iT1. T'h · J put. the r0tton industry on a 
-,}lllld footin~. 

T;H'rc are nnlv a fe1Y rninut.Ps lt~ft for n1e 
to :;TH"'qk Ul1 dPr 'thP Standing Orders, and I 
shall lun·e to clcal with a few of the details 
a' quickly ao possible. From 1932 the bounty 
on cotton was to be reduced on a dirnini.~h­
ing set~ le) as follows:-

1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 

Per lb. of seed cotton. 
d. 
1~ 
ll-
1 
3 
4 

~ 
In t.ho 111Panti1ne \YO were relying on the 
Commonwealth GoverJm10nt to come forward 
\Yith son1c prnt-r-diYc polif'v in regard to tl1o 
in1oort dutv illl ('otton. r:I'hc Strrtc GoYf~rn­
lll0llt undc~·took to render cyerv -assi .tanc' 
to the growers throug-h the dep"]·trnont, and 
also to provide bv mPans of a Stc1tc Co,·crn­
ment guarantPe ~sufficient fur.ds to enable 
the growers to purcha~e the ginnt1 l'Y and oi 1 
mill. That was vut of the agrecnH"lt. \Ye 
purchased the mills from the British Ans­
tralian Cotton Assoc'ation, Limited, for 
£137.500, and guaranteed for the Cotton 
Board approximately £20,000 to modernise 
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the plant. The cotton-growers are, there­
fore, co1•trolling not only their sidll of the 
industn, but also their own cotton mills, 
with absolute credit to themselves and to 
Queensland. This is the finest thing that has 
ever been clone for the i1:du· try, and it was 
done by the 1\>loore GoYernm<ent. 

Hon. n1c1nbers on the othrr side rnu'"t bo 
fair in their criticism. The Jl.looro GoYorn­
melJt haYo borne the sins of the depression 
and n1any others that we have had no dght 
to carr-v. I--Iere is an instance in which the 
lV1oorc GoYL'lllnFnt put forward a schcrne of 
the utmost importance and greatest help to 
the indmtry. lt has been greatly appreciated 
b .• · all concemecl in that industry. I say 
that the Sccretap; for Public Lands and 
other reciponsible · p ·rsons should bee quite 
c:tndicl ,fl!JC! "a:v. '·So far as your GoYerr:­
mcnt are concerned, you did so-and-;:;o, and 
ye n deserYe crcd ~t for it. \\T c do not want 
you to cany the sins of Sir Henry Gullet." 
Personally, I have no time at all for Sir 
Henry Gullet, because, although I went to 
{:;anberra and certainly got a modification, no 
tnanks YYerc due to S1r Henry Gullet. I had 
to make u~e of all the political strings I could 
pulL I harl to make use of Dr. Earle Page 
'md :\h. l3rucn aud l\1r. LYons in mder to 
gt~t son1C' conCL':sion, and c{ren then Queens­
land rcceiYed onlv a srnaE concession. rrhe 
}foorc Governrne1;t did e\·erything that was 
poS3ibie, and the preyious and present 
Labour Administrations have done nothing 
equal to that done bv the l\Ioore Govern-
ment. • 

l\1r. CO.:\HOY (.tiaranoa) [12.20 p.m.]: 
As a country rnernber, I an1 naturally 
b1·ought ill to ~ YCry close contact with the 
Minister and practically every officer of his 
department. I take this opportunity of 
~xpressin;.." rEy thanks to the Secretary for 
Public Lauds, the ofiicers of the Land 
Allministration Board, a11d other officers 
,;c,nnectc·cl IYi th the department for tho 
r•xcel1cnt treatrnent I have received from 
them in the past. It has been my duty to 
intervic1v them on several important rnatters 
relating to the position of the man on the 
land, and while in some cases I have not 
been as su<::ce55ful as I should have liked, I 
must say that I have alwavs received vorv 
favourable consideration fr~m the Ministe'r 
and his offircn. 

I ha;-e listened carefully to this debate. 
It seems to me that two hardy annuals are 
discussed in Conunittee on the EstimatGs. 
One is the controversy of freehold vc'rsus 
leasehold tenure of land, and the other that 
of day labour yersus contr>1ct in public 
works. The latter does not enter into this 
dc·bate. Freehold tenure has been very fully 
discussed in this Committee, and it is not my 
intention to deal fully with it now. I should 
like to point out to the members of the Com­
mittee what freehold tenure means and the 
result of the freehold tenures that were 
givf~ll 1na11y years ago to Yf·ry large ]es~ees 
of p8ston1l holLlings. The grc~ah?r portion of 
the holclin:2:;;; in the l\Iaranoa c1nctoratc arc 
freehold. ·The others are held on lease. 
That brings me to the question of closer 
settlement, and I shall refer to the leases in 
the Maranoa district. The railway passes 
through all of the leaseholds in that district. 
vVc had an example of what this freehold 
tenure mc:mt YYhcn the GoYernment decided 
to restnne 1-lount Abundance. That repur­
chase '''a:-3 so expensive that the incoming 
renants YYere unable to pay the necessarily 

high rcntals. There are several other hold· 
ings suitable for closer settlement, but, 
unfortunately, the greater portion are free­
hold, and can only be resumed on the same 
conditions as Mount Abundance. It would 
be almost impossible for the incoming 
'l.•lcctor tu ]>ay the rent required. 

There is a good deal of land hunger in 
Queensland. I was yery plea•·ed to hear the 
.'VIinister explaining the position to hon. 
members opposite tl,is morning. The impres­
sion some hon. members opposite had was 
that no more land was available for settle­
ment. 'They took in the general phrase of 
the ~finister. The Minister explained this 
morning that there w<ts no more available 
for 11astoral settlement. That is very differ­
ent from land for closer settlement. 

The Department of Public Lands has done 
eYerything possiblP to as.;.;ist -Ll10 nren on the 
lar~cl--thc men -..vhorn I regard as settlers on 
the land. During last session this l'arlia· 
m.ent passed ··The Land ALt Arnendn1ent 
Act cf 1934." Before that amendment was 
introduced some rncn with inach __ quate areas 
were penalised to a certain extent b2cause 
thoy could not obtain further areas unless 
the land available for selection was con­
tigous or adjacent to their lnldings. Tho 
<Hncndn1ent of the Act Vi'RS of considerable 
imp(:rian(,:;> to thcrn, be.caus0 it gave them 
ihu opportunit,\' of applyjng fur additional 
areas, eYen if the area the:. desired was not 
adjacent or contiguous to their own hold­
ings. Tl1at \Yas a very in1portant matter, 
bee a use I know thoat in the :.VIaranoa e lee­
to rate man~· people desired additonal areas 
and were naturally entitled to them because 
lhc· areas thev "Yc1·o on did not constitute 
living areas. · Uv.:ing to the conditions that 
previouslv existed they were unable to 
obtain additional areas. 

I have heard the hon. members for vVar-
''"lck. aucl Dalh_v eh :11 with th'~ 
n1ucl~-d .. '·CU3 quL'stion cf the .\'~:ttian do,~·. 
I shall not sav that I haYe always felt a 
dislike for the Alsatian, but I haw l'C!Oarded 
the Alsatian, :•o far as· the country districts 
of Queensland are conccrued, as a mena,ce. 
I brought the matter up in this Chamber 
three or four years ago, and I hold the same 
opinion nmv as I held then. 

At 12.30 p.m., 
Mr. KrxG (Maree), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. COI\HOY: Whether the pPople realise 
it or not, unless some control is exercised 
oYer the Alsatian dog it is bound to become 
a great menace to the intere,ts of the 
people in the country. The dog is called an 
Alsatian, but its proper name is vVolfhound, 
and I am firm!) of the opinion that any 
animal with the breeding of a wolf is not 
fit to be at large, particularly in grazing 
areas. If people in the cities and large 
centres of population fancy the animal as a 
pet, that is a matter for them. The :>Ylinistel' 
has stated that the questioa of cxo-cising 
control OYPr the r'llsatian dog is pri1naril_v 
one for the Federal Government, but l 
think it is also a matter for the St!lt" 
Government. They should take definite 
action to prohibit the keeping of Alsatian 
dogs in country areas. The hon. member 
for vYanvick advocated their stcrilisaticn, 
and that may be the best way of oYercorning 
the difficultY. We have not a great deal ~f 
evidence to 'show that dama! ·e has been do:w 

Jh. Cnnroy.] 
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bv the Alsatian dog, but the dav is not far 
dhtant when the graziers will suffer consider­
able loss through the inter-breeding of the 
Alsatian with the dingo, unless definite 
action is taken to prevent it. 

There is a matter in connection with the 
rabbit pest that I should like to bring 
under the notice of the Minister. When 
the Moore Government passed the Grazing 
Districts Improvement .Act. the Carnarvon, 
Maranoa, Warrego, Mitt:iwll, Grcgory North 
and Burke Rabbit Boards were abolished. 
I never regarded ihr1t as a good move. 
I have read the report of the royal corn­
mission that inquired into the operations o! 
r<ibbit boards, and whilst I agree that it 
rnay have had some justification for recom· 
mending that certain rabbit boards be 
abolished, so far as I could see-in one or 
two instance' in particular-it was done 
because they had failed to carry out their 
work in a proper n1anner. That is to say, 
some of the members of the board and some 
of the clerks and officers had not carried 
out their duties in a proper manner. But 
to my way of thinking there is no reason 
whv ~ board established for_ the purpose of 
carrymg out ccrbm functwns should be 
aioolishcd merely because its members or 
officer~, have failed in the perforrnance of 
their duties. Take for instance the J\Iaranoa 
Rabbit Board. Its operations were very 
unfaYourably commented on bY the com­
l>lission. That was because it di'J not do its 
work properly. On that account the board 
was abolished. If IY!C!nbers. of !' public body 
do not carry out then dutws m accordance 
with the directions of the Act of Parliament 
and the department administering it, they 
should be replaced by others who will do 
so. The remedy is not in abolishing, but in 
re organising it. That is the action invari­
ably taken with departments that do not 
administer the statutes as the Government 
desire. :\ o department is ever abolished- it 
is r, organised. The Leichhardt Rabbit B~ard 
i. the only board in existence in the south­
west portiOn of the State. As a result there 
has been an alm03t unhindered influx 
of rabbits from the South. The rabbit 
boards on the southern border of the 
2\I aranoa boundaries were also abolished. 
The Leichhardt Rabbit Board is engaged in 
a lor:e hand fight in exterminating and 
checkmg the onward progress of this menace. 
We arc not doing fairly by it in its lone 
fight. 

Mr. MAHER: You think it was a mistake 
to repeal the district improvement boards? 

,Mr_. qoNROY: I am not talking about 
d1stnct m;provement bo_ards; I_ a"? referring 
to the m1stake made m abohshmg certain 
rabb1t boards be<cause thev did not work 
efficiently. ' 

The following extract from the report 
presented by the superintendent at a meetin~ 
of the Leichhardt Rabbit Board, held o~ 
1st October, 1935, lends emphasis to my 
remarks:-

" Indications now point to a heavy 
breeding season ahead, with youn~ 
rabbits already much in evidence along 
the fenc~ fronta_ge. A big increase is 
also notlccable m the Munga!lala dis­
trict, with many areas now overrun witl-t 
the pest, and rabbits even burrowino- in 
back yards in the township south"' of 
the netting fence." 

That shows how serious the position is. 
It is apparent that because of the increase 
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in the number of rabbits and the fact that 
no board is functioning in the Maranoa 
district, that they will eventually get through 
the fence. Hon. members who do not live 
in areas infested with rabbits cannot realise 
what this would mean. If the rabbits get 
through the fence of the Leichhardt Rabbit 
Board there would be no board northwards 
to check their onward march. The Lcich­
hardt Rabbit Board has been doing wonder­
fully good work, and has e':en erected a 
check fence. My contention is that it was 
a great mistake in the first place to abolish 
certain rabbit boards because thev wore 
not working properly, and that its n1embcrs 
should have been replaced by those who 
were prepared to do their d:uty according to 
the Act. If that had been done the influx 
of rabbits in the Maranoa district would 
have been checked. 

Mr. HILTOJ'\ (Carnan-on) [12.35 pm.]: 
I should be lacking in my duty as a repre· 
sentat1ve of a large tract of pastoral land 
if I did not take this opportunity of express­
ing my appreciation of tl1e efficient and 
satisfactory administration of this depart­
ment. I join very heartily with other hon. 
members who have preceded me in stating 
that the Minister is an ideal one for the 
position. He evidcntlJ knows his job because 
he has carried it out with a ve;-y gn•at 
degree of success. I also pa v tribute to the 
oflic.:;rs not or!ly in the department itself, 
but m the vanous sub-departments under its 
control. I have been v_ery favourably and 
agreeably 1mpressed w1th the sympathetic 
assistance grven to me since mv advent to 
Parliament by these officials. ·I am very 
~1appy in having: t~is opportunity of express­
mg my apprec1abon m a public manner 
There seems to be .a general agreement 
m so far as the administration of the depart­
ment IS concerned. 

I have listened attentively during the 
course of the debate on this vote and I 
was impressed qy the fact that there was 
an absen{!e of anv criticism of the adminis­
tration. Of course, that hardy annual, the 
leasehold versus freehold controversy, 
cropped up; •and after listening to the 
ar~uments _put forward one could not help 
bemg convmccd that the opposition to lease­
hol~ as against _freehold is more psycho­
logwa.l than logJCal. During the debate 
some of the evils attached to the freehold 
system were forcibly impressed upon us. 

I was surprised when I heard the Minister 
say that there was only •approximately 
48,000,000 acres of land left for selection 
in this i:>tate. I was not aware that land 
selection under the various headings had 
prog1:essed to ~uch an extent. Our popula­
tiOn Is approx1rnately 958,000 •and our ratio 
?£ population to the land selected, i.e., 
tncludmg pastoral and grazing holdings­
city and town lands-is approximately one 
person to every 400 acres. Even if a. policy 
of closer settlement was vigorously pursued 
on the remaining land available for selection 
the population of this State would not grow 
to the extent we consider desirable. The 
progress of science in the industrial and 
mechanical world has resulted in the dis­
placement of man-power by the machine, 
and we cannot look to our secondary 
industries to promote a. big increase in 
~opulation;. it is therefore necessary to con­
tmue a polrcy of intense and efficient land 
settlement for that purpose. 'rh€re are 
thousands of acres of land lying idle in vari-
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~ms parts of Queensland, and the time is 
rapidly approaching when action will Lave to 
be taken to sec that this land, whethe:· free­
hold or leasehold, is fully utilis.Jd. 

Much ha,s been said about the provision 
of wutr•r on stock routes and vva ter con­
nervation. I a.m heartilv in accord with 
the Gov-crnrnent's policy Of providing \Vater 
on stock routes. An •amount of £70.000 
is to be expended in this connection, Und 
I hope that amount will be followed by 
the expenditure of other substantial sums 
during subsequent years for the same 
purpose until our stork routes are amply 
provided with water at suitable distances. 
In my opinion a long range policy should 
l)e adopted in wa,ter conservation because 
tlHtt is one of the methods hy which closer 
settlement will be stimulated. It would be 
work of a reproductive natnre, aJJd would 
pmvidc employmPnt for thousands of people 
who a.re now without it. ·works of that 
nature would afford ample justifieatio:> for 
the continuance of the relief tax or anv o<hcr 
tax for a nun1bf'r of ve.a.rs. rrhe ''ariou,q 
projects that han' been mooted arc all 
within the realms of possibility. Even with 
the nwac:re information available we know 
full well that if some of these projects were 
completed they would ensure a plentiful 
supply of wat0r and a vast amount of fodder 
in various parts of Queensland in the event 
of a State-wide drought. I h0artilv com­
mend the valne of a long-range po,licv !n 
this respect. I am pleased that so rnuch 
has already been done and I fe<>l confident 
that the present Government will continue 
a sound policy in !.his respect. 

Speaking the other day on the Public 
Estate Improvement Branch, the hon. 
member for IY est M01·eton either in ten· 
tionally m· unintentionally gave a wrong 
impression regarding the activities of the 
Go,·ernmcnt. He suggested that all the 
work supervised by this branch was being 
ca.rried out in some electorates, whereas 
others were being starved. Reference was 
made to one particular area, the Billaa 
Billaa area situated in mv electorate. I 
want to assure the hon. rr";emher that the 
Government have not overlooked access 
roads in that area. I have been busily 
<:mgaged in connection with the matter and 
at the present time the Minister is having 
an investigation carried out. I merely 
mention this in order to correct any wrong 
impression that may have got abroad. It 
is not true that it has been overlooked. We 
are very mnch "on the job." I have 
urged the Government to do something, 
and I am very confident that so soon as 
circumstances permit all the n<'C<>'sary access 
roads in that a.rea will he constructed. 

I endorse the remarks of the hon. member 
for Warwick in rGgard to the dingo and 
Alsatian dog menaces. I was a"oeiated 
with him in the deputation quite recently 
from the graziers of th;, district. They 
vic"\v the dog pest with serious alarm. 

l\lr. MoonE: 'l'wo or three of the gMziers 
have Alc'l.tians of their own. 

Mr. HILTON: They have and it is 
very unwise. I know that the Alsatian 
menace has been investigated by the 
Commonwealth authorities. who came to tho 
<'onclusion that nothing could he done. They 
stated the ordinarv dingo-domestic dog 
cross destroyed just" as m•any sheep as the 
Alsatian-cling·o cross. That may be true. 

I have known the innocent little kelpie 
to kill sheep in a paddock twelve or fifteen 
miles from the home of its owner on more 
than ono occasion. It is easy to visualise 
the greater menace of a cross between the 
dingo and the Alsatian. To some extent 
the matter has heen investigated and the 
majority of people appear to hold the 
opinion that there is not much in the con­
tention, but I say very definitely that there 
must bel a remoulding of opinion otherwise 
the time will come when not only the sheep 
m the country districts, but the children 
on their way to and from school will be in 
danger of attack from such a cross. I 
make this statement advisedly, although I 
hope my prophecy will never come true. 

As hon. members are •a ware, a soldier 
settlement' was inaugurated in the Stan­
thorpe district many years ago. These 
settlers. in common with those on other 
soldier settlements, are not experiencing the 
best of times. A revaluation was made in 
y€ars gone by and since the advent of a 
Labour Government a few years ago, 
another large concession has been gr<lnted 
to many of the settlers bv wav of the 

riting 'off of a large amm.int of interest. 
Th0 Secretary for Agriculture visited the 
settlement and the settlers appreciated his 
i;,terest, and the wo.nderful assistance that 
he ha.s given them, but the position is still 
unsatisfactory, and I am of the opinion 
Lhai tiJCse settlers will never be in a sound 
position until they get access to the Land 
Court ~tnd their improvements are assessed 
on the basis of the value they would be to 
a.n incoming tenant at the present time. 
We all know that manv of these settlers 
have had to abandon their holdings and 
the capital value of the improvements was 
written down when they were re-selected. 
I contend that the writing down should 
take nlaee hcfore adverse 0ireumstances 
force the existing sdtlers from the land. 
I urge that the Government pursue a policy 
in th<1t direction, for I believe it is the 
only wrry of putting our soldier settle­
ments on a satisfactory basis. 

Mr. NICKLIN (lfiurrumba) [12.51 p.m.]: 
The proposed rural improvement scheme is 
one to which I have no objection. It is 
a continuation of a policy introduced hy 
the Moore Government. That policy enabled 
considerable assistance to be given in country 
districts, but there are one or two matters 
upon which I should like a little more 
information from the Minister. The scheme 
proposes to make money available to th" 
country people on certain terms and con­
ditions. Condition ='Jo. 2 reads-

" 'When the application has been 
approved, the landholder or the co•J­
tractor shall forthwith engage through 
the Government labour employing agen­
cies the necessary labour." 

I have nothing against that conJition, pro­
vided there is a labour <1gency in the dis­
trict, and 110 other restrictions are placed 
upon the engagement of labour. Has the 
landholder the right to select his labour 
or must he take the men as they appear on 
the list in the Labour Bureau? \Vork such 
as scrub falling, ringbarking, and fencing 
is specialised work, and it would be dan· 
gerous and uneconomic to compel the land­
holder to take the man whose name appe<trs 
on the top of the list and put him on to 
that work. If inexperienced men were put 
on to scrub falling, the lanclholder would 

IJ1r. Nicklin. 1 
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probably have a couple of dead men on his 
property at the end of ~he :day. Moreover, 
his costs would be heavier If he were com­
pelled to employ inexperienced men to do 
such work as fencing and clearmg. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : This 
money was previously paid out of loan funds. 
The next £100,000 _will bo paid out of the 
Unemployment Rehef Fund, and naturally 
has to carry certain conditions. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I realise that, but doe'< 
it carry the condition that the landholder 
must forfeit Ins nght to select labour? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PuBLTC LAKDS: He must 
take tho men who are registered. 

Mr. NICKLIN: If that is so, the develop­
. ment of the land wi:l be very seriOusly 
hampered. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS: He can 
stand aside any man who is not efficient. 

Mr. NICKLIN: If a man is on the list 
as a rural worker the lanclholcler cannot tell 
whether lie is efficient until he is put on 
the job. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I have allowed the hon. member a certain 
an10UI1t of latitude, but I must now ask mm 
to conf1ne his remarks to the matter under 
discussio~L ProYision i::; rnado on page 134 
of the Estimates for a Country Lands 
Oeve'opmont Fund of £100.000. and the hon. 
member may deal with that matter when 
the Le>an Estimates are bemg discussed. 

Mr. NICKLIN: I am sorry if I am trans­
gressing. I take it that this 1s a grant from 
the, Unemployment Relief Fund, and t.ot 
a ... oan. 

The TEMPOR.\RY CHAIRMAN: I have 
given the hen. member my ruling in connec­
tion with the matter. When the vote IS 

reached the hon. member will have ample 
opportunity of dealing with it then. 

:\1r. NICKLIN: I hope I shall have ample 
opportunity, and I am sorry I cannot cl's­
cuss it further at this moment. It is par­
ticularly important so far as landholclers 
arc concerned. 

Our national parks ,cannot be dealt with 
except by Act of Parliament. On, the North 
Coast between Lanrlsboroug·h and Eudlo there 
are many national parks adjacent to the­
tailway line which were reserved years ago 
to enable people travelling by train to see 
exactly what the country wa& hke before 
its development. Since the parks were first 
established there has been a deviation in the 
route of the line, and several of them 
cannot be seen by railway passengers 
or from the road. Therefore, those parks 
no longer serve the purpose for which 
they were established. The areas set aside 
for this purpose were particularly small­
m some cc1ses 15 to 20 acres, and even as 
small as 5 acres. At thE' present time they 
act as a breeding ground for vermin to the 
detriment of the surrounding settlers. I 
invite the attention of the Minister to several 
of those national parks to see if it is not 
possible to do something in connection with 
them. They are not serving any useful 
purpose. Tra vellors or tourists cannot now 
sec what beauties might remain in them. 

The Minister and several other hon. mem­
bers on both sides of the Committee have 
referred to the spread of lantana. The 
Minister said that steps were being taken 
to obtain from America, or some A?ther part 
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of the world, a narasite that would deal 
with the lantana- plant in a. similar w_ay 
to that in which tho c;actoblastis _coped wit_h 
the prickly- pear. The introductiOn of this 
pamsite mig·ht be cffectiYe m some parts 
of the State but I should like to point out 
to the Mini~ter that indiscriminate destruc­
tion bv this parasite might also have a 
detrimental effect in certain sections of the 
State. The lantana plant is utilised very 
0xtcnsively, particularly by banana-growers, 
to renoYate their lands. If there ~s a whole­
sak destruction of lantana by thrs parasite 
some of the banana-growers on our steep 
coastal lands might be seriously affected, and 
much of the land would go ont of productiOn, 
because this steep land is absolutel:y: useless 
for anything excepting banana-growmg. If 
th0 opportunity is ~ot given to snch grower~ 
of reno,-ating their lands. by the gro:vth 
of lantana the effect on then· means of live· 
lihood would be sQrious. 

At 2 p.m., 
Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns), on: of the panel. of 

Temporary Chairmen, re:wved ~1r. Kmg 
in the chair. 

Mr. JESSON (Ke'?nedy): The hon. m~lll­
bcr for Carnarvon h1t the nml very forcwly 
011 the head when ho pointt'cl out tbat 
many years ago the Liberal, or Tory Govern· 
ments gave grants of larg0 tracts ot -,CL ILl­
able land, repre,entmg tl.e pubhe c" rate, 
to private individuals. and compames, and 
their actions are having senoas _repercus­
sions to-day. The 11inister has pounce! c. ut 
that large portions of the public estat8 ar(> 
locked up under the freeho'cl system, "\1.d 
cannot be made avmlable to the pl!b,;c 
until the Government are prepared to 
resume them, probab!y at considerable cost. 
That is one factor m favour of perperual 
lease as against the freehold system. If 
the practice of the old Tory GovernmE•nts 
in making grants of large . areas of tho 
public estate had been contmued tremen­
dous areas of our most valauble land would 
have been handed over to combines at 2s. 6d. 
an acre. to become very valuable indeed as 
the years rolled on. The present Govern­
ment are to be commended for their action 
in conserving the public estate for the 
people as a whole. 

It is remarkable that although hon. mem­
bers opposite condemn a policv of s_ocia lisa­
tion of industry they do not hesrtate to 
advocate a policy of placing large areas 
of the public estate under the control of 
combines. If the contention by the hon. 
member for Nanango is correct, then we are 
also right in advocating that the working 
class should have some control of the indus­
tries in which they labour. Hon. members 
opposite condemn a policy of working c!ass 
control in industry, but at the same bme 
give wholehearted support to monoplistic 
control of tho public estate by their political 
friends. Their argumeJCts are irreconcilable, 
and in their own hearts they know that they 
arc wrong. 

The remarks by the hon. member for 
Nanango in connection with the timber indus­
try are the most ridiculous that I have heard 
since I have been in this Chamber. The 
timber mills that were closed down during 
the action of the Moore Government were 
stimulated into activitY under the wise 
administration of the present Government, 
even to the extent of working overtime to 
cope with the demand for timber. The 
Minister has received many letters and the 
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Labour Party increased political support 
from grateful timber people. There is 
nothing in the arguments by hon. members 
opposite. which seem to be based on the old 
nursery rhyme-

" If ' ifs' and ' ands ' were pots and 
pans, 

There'd be no work for tinkers." 

All their arguments are based on " ifs " 
and " buts," particularly " bllts " in the 
case of the hon. member for Nanango. Both 
the hon. member for Cooroora and the hon. 
member for Hamilton expressed the opinion 
that the cotton growers were on a good 
wicket; I want to disillusion them. They 
congratulated the ex.Prime Minister, 1\ir. 
Bruce, upon what he had done in the 
interests of the cotton grower". They cali 
themselves the Country Party, but they are 
prepared to applaud a gc·ntleman who does 
not hesitate to injure the man on the land. 
\Ye all know that the cotton growers were 
crippled in the interests of Flinders :ane, 
and the tobacco grower~ wore sacrificed to 
the tobacco combine. We have endeavoured 
to do our best for these sections of the 
primary producers, and I warn hon. members 
opposite that the Labour Party will be 
returned at the next Federal election, and 
it will protect the interests of the cotton 
and tobacco growers. 

The 'l'EMPORARY CHAIRIVL\N: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
a.llowed him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [2.5 p.m.]: I 
should like to offer some comment on the 
administration of this very important depart­
ment. I was astounded at the garrulity of 
the Minister, who took up a considerable 
amount of time contradicting himself, 
making extraordinary suggestions, and then 
endeavouring to wriggle out of them. One 
can hardly imagine a Minister of the Crown 
making suggestions as he has done. I 
should libo to know what the policy of the 
Government is. First of all, we have the 
Premier suggesting a policy of land settle­
ment and making an appeal for bovs to go 
on the land. He said that one wa::. out of 
our difficulties was the settlement "and the 
proper occupation of the land. He empha­
sised the necessity for that policy, and added 
that the only title w0 have to this vast 
estate was to put it to its proper use. Then 
the Minister gets up and says, " \V e have 
reached saturation point in land settlement, 
and if anyone came along and asked for 
land I do not know where to put them." 

Mr. FOLEY: You know he didn't say that. 

Mr. MOORE: I will toll the hon. member 
what he did say. First of all he said-

" The Auditor.General's report shows 
that the total proportion of our land 
now in occupation is 84.29 per cent. 
That is to say, nearly 84.29 per cent. of 
the land in Queensland is now in occu· 
pancy. He points out that 57.02 per 
cent. is under pastoral occupation and 
18.79 per cent. under grazing occupa· 
tion . " 

He goes on to say-
. , If hon. members will examine the 

maps that will ohortly be available in 
the LaJ?-d Administration Board's report, 
they w!ll see that what I say is correct. 
We have more cattle on the land in 
Queensland to.day than should be there 

-·that is to say, allowing for sheep and 
cattle lost in consequence of the drought. 
People s<ty that the solution of the unem­
ployment position lies in placing people 
on the land. Where are you going to 
put them'! Quite recently we had a 
demand for putting boys on the land 
and prm·iding certain money. The 
Bureau of Industry examined the pro· 
posctl from A to Z. I ask: 'Where 
is the land? I do not know where it 
is. The onlv land in the State that I 
arn able to lnuke a Yailablc for selection 
to·day is remote, unoccupied lan<l, 
reclaimed prickly.pear land, and sub­
divisions of existing· tenures when the 
(•turent lease:; expirC'. If OIH~ rP~urned 
land from pastoral holdings to-day and 
opened up a few blocks one would have 
1,000 people asking for a block." 

That is pretty definite, and when suggestions 
are made for putting boys on the land, the 
l\1in ister says, " \Ye ha Ye not got any." 

The SEc'RETARY FOR I'CTBLIC LAxns: I didn't 
say th<tt I did not have any. Read a bit 
more. 

Mr. MOORE: I will do so~-
" Jl.ir. Ed wards : You can get some 

real good land at Yarraman. 
" The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAxns: I 

have been up there, and I would class 
that amongst the laEd I have described 
as remote and unoc~upied land. 

The SECHETAHY FOil PeBLIC LAXDS: Quite 
true. 

::\Ir. MO ORE :--
" It is not fit to put a settler on under 

prescnt·day conditions. We have had 
this land investigated, and it would not 
do to allow anyone to go on the land 
to make a liYing." 

Mr. J ESSON : There is nothing unusual in 
that. The people do not want to be put 
on a de.sert. 

Mr. MOORE: Does the hon. member call 
the Y arraman district a desert? It is some 
of the most fertile land in the State. It is 
absolute nonsense to talk in that way. The 
Minister has seen the land. 

1\lr. JESSON: You twisted what he said. 

Mr. ::\fOORE: I have not; I have read 
what he said. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: :-.rot 
all of it. 

Mr. MO ORE: That 1s so. Tho hon. 
gentleman said-

" Our great trouble is to keep the 
people on the land who are there. I 
want to bring home the fact to this 
Committee that this Government are 
faced with saturation in land settlement 
in this State. 

" Saturation in land settlement." What 
does that mean? 

Mr. JESSON: There is a dictionary on the 
table; find out for yourself. 

Mr. MOORE: I am pointing out that 
the Minister made a definite statement, and 
I want to know what is the policy of the 
Government . 

Mr. PowER: You want to steal their policy 
like you did before the elections. 

Mr. MOORE: I do not want to steal the 
Minister's policy. Don't worry about that! 
I want to know what the policy of the 

Mr. Moore] 
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Government is, because we haYe the Premier 
making one statement that we must settle 
our lands and the Minister making another 
statement that land settlement has reached 
saturation point. It seems extraordinary. 
We do not know what it is. 

Mr. FOLEY: You have a!roady quote<! the 
actual position and the percentage of land 
occupied. 

Mr. MOORE: I have done that, and the 
:hon. member will recollect that in 1931 the 
royal commis;ion on the development of 
North Queensland made a complete suney 
.and report of the lands of the North. It 
·said that North Queensland was largely 
vacant. The Mmister, in speaking on land 
settlement matters the day before yesterday, 
talked of opening up 10,000,000 acres of land 
for selection in the North. The commission 
said-

" The territory with which we arc 
dealing embraces a,n area of approxi­
mately 5,045, 760 acres. 

" The unalienated land consisted of-

National Parks 
Forest Reserves 
Grazing Land 
Vacant Crown 

Total 

acres. 
80,040 

891,272 
804,440 

Land 2,266,789 

4,042,541 " 

The ::Vlinister, when speaking on this vote 
on Tuesday, said in reply to an interjec­
tion as to what the tenure would be-

" Perpetual lease tenure with a condi 
tion of live years occupation, and all 
the timber in the area is to be used at 
!"lte discretion of the settler. If he wishes 
to buy ea ttle, or do fencing, he may 
apply the value of the timber to that 
purpose. If that value is not used 
on the ·,eJection he must pay royalty. 
As I said before, we are opening land 
at the cheapest price in the history of 
Queensland." 

·which would lead anyone to expect that 
the timber was loft on the land for the 
settler to me. Is not that a perfectly clear 
statement 1 On page 6 of the report of the 
Lancl Administration Boar-d on the opera­
tions of the Department of Public Lands the 
following appears:-

"A further area of 6,018 acres "'ill be 
made aYailaL!e as soon as the remoYal 
of marketable timbers has been com­
pleted." 

Further on on the same page the report 
sa vs-

, "The \Vest Palmerst.on lands adjoining 
i he above, cum prising about 6,085 acres, 
ha ye been designed into tv;enty-eight por­
tions having· areas of from 165 to 300 
ac1 0'3. and actiou to make tho,,o portions 
available for selection avvaits the rornoYal 
of marketal.Jlc timber and the completion 
of access roads.'' 

A GovEIC\~\iEXT ~\IE:\IBER: \Vhat 1, \Vtong 
with that? 

Me MOORE: Nothing. \Vhat is the use 
of the ::Y1inistcr's getting up and saying that 
when a s"ttlet· goe,; on he shall haYe the 
use of the marketable timber for purchasing 
cattle and improving his property, leading 
anyone lo expect the timber was left there"! 
He does not say that in so many words, but 
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that is the inference to be drawn from what 
he said. \Vhat he does say is-

" Perpetual loase tenure, vvith a con­
dition of five years occupation, and all 
the timber in the area is to be used 
At the discretion of the settler.'" 

He does not say he has rcmoycd the market­
able timber and that all the timber left can 
be used. 

The SECRETAHY FOH P cBLIC LAxns : We 
arc not removing all the marketable timber. 

Mr. MOORE: I am only quoting the hon. 
gentleman's own report. The Minister makes 
one statement and the report of the depart­
ment another, and I cannot help it if the 
report is wrong. I point out that the 
Minister defmitoly made the statement that 
we had reached saturation point in this State 
so far as land settlement was concerned. 

Mr. JESSON: In on0 particular regard. 

ivir. MOORE: Not 111 one particular 
regard. 

Mr. JESSO::<i: That is the inference. 

Mr. MOORE: It is not. I read out a few 
moments ago what he said and I will read 
it again-

" The Bureau of Industry examined 
the proposal from A to Z. I ask: 
·where is the land? I do not know 
whore it is. The only land in the State 
that I am able to make available for 
se1ertion to-da~v is remote, unoccupied 
land, reclaimed prickly-pear land, and 
subdivisions of existing tenures . . . " 

Saturation point ! He repeats it three or 
four times. It is an extraordinary position 
when a State of such a sizo--

Mr. firLTON : You \Yott!d not expect the 
department to send boys out to these remote 
parts'? 

:VIr. J\100RE : What I want. to know is 
whv the Premier makes a statement prac­
tic~lly appealing for immigrants and for 
!Joys to go on the land and statmg that that 
is one of the solutions of our difficulties, and 
the J\Jinistl'r says he has not got the land 
to put them on. 

A GOVERNME!>T MEliiBER interjected. 

Mr. MOO RE: Hon. members arc trying 
to wriggle out of the position they. have 
been forced into through the contradtctory 
statements of two members of their own 
Goyernment. 

Mr. PowER: You are tl1o best wriggler in 
this Chamber. 

Mr. MOORE: 'The hon. member took two 
salaries when he sD.id he did not want to 
do it. 

The }1inistcr mad0 another very extra­
ordinary statement when he pointed out the 
advantage of leasehold tenure of land. He 
said the Growti had a wonderful record 
of giving concessions to the people-they 
<~Ore continually doing so. \Vhat do wo 
find when we examine t.he facts'! At page 
1155 of " IIamard " for !act year, the 
~:Iinister is revorh-•d as sa:ving-

" For the benefit of th0 Co1nn1ittee, 
and in suport of my statement that the 
amount of rnonev collcctPd in laud 
rPn'n ue ~ la,~t veal~ ·was a record since 
1929, which was the peak year of Queens­
land, I haYe only to state that the 
amount of money that went into the till 
from thic source was £1,141,000. I claim 



Supply. [24 OcTOBER.] Supply. 823 

for my Government and my administra­
tion the credit for that achievement." 

He was taking credit to himself for wring­
ing more money from land revenues out of 
the people during a period of unprecedented 
difficulty and when prices were at their 
lowest. The Minister boasted that during 
that time he put more money into the till 
from land revenues-

A GovERNi\1EKT MEMBER: There was greater 
settlement. 

Mr. MOO RE: The Minister said it had 
reached saturation point ! He has wrung 
more money out of the people, according 
to his own statement, and vet he talks about 
concessions. ~ 

A GovERNuiENT MEliiBEll: Vi'here wertl 
rcntals increased? 

Mr. MOORE : There arc increases very 
often. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:nLlC LAND~: How 
n1any a-nd how much? V\:e huve not 
mcreased the incidence of land tax. 

Mr. MOORE: You did not increase the 
incidence. Any increases made are made bv 
the Land Court. • 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS : Persons 
listening to you would infer that we had 
increased it. 

:i1r. MOORE: I am not suggestirw that 
at all. What I am suggesting i~ that 
although the Minister talks of the number 
of concessions he has given, the reductions 
he has made, and the amount of he! p he has 
afforded to the people of Queensland, he 
stands in this Chamber and boasts that he 
has in the same period put more money 
into the till of the State from land revenue 
than ever before. That shows that his con­
cessions arc purely mythical. I should lilw 
to know how mam· forfoitures there have 
boon to the Crown and the Agricultural 
Bank and also to private people in that 
time. 'l'his morning the hon. member for 
~1aranoa rnado a statmn~~nt about l\iount 
Abundance. That was sold under the land 
betterment system. That was a system 
adopted at a particular time in order to 
liquidate the cost of railways. Fifty-four 
years ago Mount ..... .-\bundance \\~as sold at 
32s. an acre, complete]~, unimproved. The 
money obtained by the sale of the land 
adjacent to each side of the railwaY was 
used for the construction of the 1 in e. · ~lfter 
improvements su<1h as fences and water and 
other things were put on the la.nd and after 
it ha.d hccn used for a great length of time, 
It was sold to the Government at £2 3s. 
an acre. Hon. memboro can sec that there 
was not much profit out of the deal. The 
land was in use all the time and the money 
expcnded in constructing the railwa:- was 
obt·aincd hy the sale of it. The monov was 
not wasted; the railway was built w;th it. 
The resumption was not exorbitant. At that 
time that estate was paying an enormous 
amount in income taxation and !and taxa­
tion, but since its resumption there has had 
~o be a writing down of the prico paid for 
It on three separate occasions. Now, instead 
of the Crown obtaining revenue from tha.t 
area it is very heavy losers. Certainlv I 
am not cavilling at that. There arc sett'iers 
there and they have had to face many diffi­
culties. The position would have been 
exactly the same had the tenure been free­
hold or leasehold. The Government has had 
the use of the money all the time inasmuch 

as thcv {'Ollstructed a railwav out, of the 
procce~ls of the sale of the land adjacent 
to the line. 

::VIr. J"ssoN: That is why in those days 
the Tory politicians did not receive any 
pay. They used to take it out of the land 
grants. 

The TE:VIPORARY CH URMA::\ : Order ! 

3.1 r. l\lOORE : I am not m akin.!! any sug­
gestion that anything crooked occurred. I 
am only ,rating the actual facts. The whole 
rnattcr was inYcstigatcd by the La11d Court 
and all the usual formalitJes t;O.nplied with. 
The hon. 

1 
mernbcr ~s one of tl~osc unpleasant 

pcovle 1,vno arc a1 wa:y.3 making statcrnents 
that (~verybody is ''crook." 11 hcj_·c is no 
suggestion that anybody was bribed. Surely 
hon. members can discns.s the Estinw.tes of 
the department without that kind of mgges­
twn! 

The dingo menace is of vital importance. 
The suggllstion has been put forward in this 
Chamber that one of the solutions is a. return 
to the system under which payment is made 
for scalps. Such a system was in operation 
for forty years, Over £1,500,000 V\ as spent in 
dmgo rkstmctwn, and th,-- amount expended 
annu?'lly \Yas cont:inua1ly increasing. During 
the lrYo years pr10r to 1929 when the mar­
supial boards were abolisb~cl, 39,692 dingo 
scalps were pald for each year. It was 
o--.., rng to the continual increase in the nu.n­
her of dingo S{ .. dps that had to be paid for 
that an inv,!stigatinn vvas instituted by the 
Governinf'llt. An inquiry board was estab­
lished and on its recommendation the; 
abolished the old syskm. The change was 
not made until after a most careful investi­
g.ation had been Inade. Evidence was takPI1 
throughout the State by competent men. 
The board suggested that the Government 
institute district improvement hoards. Th2 
followiug vear the Land Administration 
Board reported that the newh- constituted 
boards bad done very exc~llent work. 
Practically every one of them showed con­
spicuous industry in the work of extermi­
nating dingoes. Quite a number of them were 
very industrious in setting out baits and 
providing \Vater and grass on stock routes, 
but because a Tory Government established 
these boards tho Minister thought ihat was 
a re~souablc excuse for abolishing them and 
puttmg the work on to the shire councils. 
'J'hc reports show that those boards wcra 
doing ~rood work. It had been proved that 
increasing the price for dingo scalps did not 
hitve the effect of reducing the number of 
rhngoes-dingoes had been increasing-but 
the reports of the various district improve­
mont boards showed that after they had 
been in operation for eighteen months there 
oc- as a considerable diminution in the nnmber 
of dingoes, which proves that those boards 
had carried out their work with remarkable 
st:ccess, and that increasing the payment for 
di_ngo scalps does not r.ncan that the country 
wlll be nd of the nmsancc. 

One suggestion in the report Wils that high 
payments for dingo scalps -vvould encourage 
men to allow dingoes to grow and provide 
a source of lncrativc income. That is ono 
of the rc:1sons for suggesting wholesale 
poisoning rather than increased payment for 
scalps. It is a great pity that those distrid 
improvoment boards were not given a better 
opportunity to show what they could do. 

Mr. JERSON: How do you suggest dealing 
with them now? 

Mr. Moore] 
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Mr. l\IOOB.E: '.l'he best wav of ciealiug 
1vith thPm is to continue the S\~sten1 1naug u­
rated by the Mooro Go1-crmn.~nt. lustcaci 
of placing the \vork on tho shouldc'l'8 of tlJC' 
shire couneils, \vhosc rnain concern i:S not 
the extermination of diugoc;;. Local autho­
rities have plenty to do vvithout \YO:!'Tying 
·about dingoes. A SJkcial Lo trd should b,_, 
appointed to deal onl. >.ith the co:l.<.'rl ,tio:J 
of \Vater and grass on stcck routes and th,._ 
-destruction of dingoes. 

J\.Ir. GLEDSUN: You want In ore c,-.,;:pcnd i­
turo. 

Mr. JWOORE: I do no want more CXtlCll· 
diture. but if the expenditure o. a fur.tlLr 
£3·,000 or £4,000 will assure the wee. ss of 
a schmn2. is it not infinitclv better to 
it? C}Je( separ1ng is no iood if it 
the n1enacc to increase. Aft('r all, IYho to 
pay the expenditure? The people who ar' 
paying it to-day, the people who haYP run· 
tributcd bv means of rates or in some other 
way for tlw extermination o£ din~·occ. Tho 
people will realise that it is choap<>r to pay 
the small additionctl costs aJ<d et a ,atis­
factor•: scheme that will exterminate tho 
eause 'of thPir losses. Local anthoritif'::- aro 
not interested in the extcrn1irL~tion of 
dingoc"', or looking after stock route~. Thoso 
are side issuP'i with thcn1. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Do you say the local autho­
rities have no interest in the extorrnination 
of d1ngoes? 

Mr. MOOB.E : In matly cases they lH> YO 

noL. 
l\ir. GLEDSON: They ought to hm·e. 

Mr. MOOH.E: Y c ,, but in many ms·.·s thrcy 
haYe not. Iu many -casP--~ as the hDn. rnern­
bor knows, the local authorities meet 
perhaps once, in every n1onth or six we~:ks, 
when thry deal with all corrcs1,ondencc 
relating to roads, \Vater, health, and other 
.:-.uch rnatter~ TlH'V have no tirf!o to doYoL-:­
thcir attention to ~ntside is~nH .;:. Tl1cy a 1·11 

not conc~rncd with thn dr .. ,tructlun of 
dinS""tiC'~. r_rlJ('y al"U lllOr:? intCl'P~it'L1 jll i.h·_' 
strL:(·h of thei'r tO\'-'TlP. 

I was rather intorr·,t.cd at tlt0 use that 
was rnade by the Prcrnier of Dr. Page's 
-figures in an endeavour to sho\v that through 
tho wonderful administration of the Labour 
Govcrnrncnt there are rnorc farnwrs. 
nzriculturists, and dalr~,T farmers in QneensT 
land than any other S:ate of the Cmmnon­
weaHh. The figures qu~Jted by Dr. Page 
wcrc copied straight from the "ABC of 
Qupcnslanrl and Avstrallan Statistics." Thl• 
do not show the numbers of farmers but the 
numbPr of those engaged in the industry. 
\Ye know the numbers employed in the 
sugar industry from tin1e to time-in 
the 1nills and rn canccutting-. Tho~~~ 
people are not farmers. These are 
the numbers actually employed, but they 
do not go to show anything very 
much. A study of the figures in the la'wst 
bnlletin, :\To. 28, iHued by the Federal 
Govcrnrncnt, shovy _:; that there i:- far more 
female labonr in Queensland in those indus­
tries than in any other State of the Com­
monwealth. In the daiQ ing iHdustry for 
the vear 1933-34 there were 29,808 males and 
19,539 females. In :\Tew South VYales there 
were 38,358 males and 7,246 females, and in 
Victoria there were 41,433 males a., again,!; 
8,466 female". Queensland has got consider· 
ablv moro females than either. In the same 
way there arc more females connected with 
agriculture. To show how stupid the hon. 
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gentleman's suggestion is, a reference to 
the samo bulletin shows that for the vea1· 
1933-34 there were in ~ow South \\'ales 
12,339,300 acres Lmdcr agriculture; in 
\Tjctoria, 7,809,956 acres; .and in Qucens~and, 
1.506,149, acres. That has been a misnso of 
figures to get political propaganda out of 
it. The whole trend of the Minister's 
speech was political prcopaganda. The 
lVtinistcr has been tryillg to get away with 
that and all sorts of extraordinary statc-
mooh. -

This morning the hon. gentleman quoted 
cotton figures, and he dPlibcmtcly left out 
the amount given as a Federal bounty. HP 
said that the price of cotton had been 
brought down to 2.5d. a pouml. He did 
not !Say that there \vas aJ"o a Feder·<:d bounty 
that brought the figure up to 3.265d. a 
pound. l-Ie endeavoured to leave au lJapres­
sion in the minds of the poop]; that the 
sum the gro\vers wel"e getting \vas 2.5d. a 
pound, when, as a rnater of fact, in the 
Auditor-General's report that officer points 
out that the Federal Government's bounty 
came to roughly N. a pound. vVith 
the addition of that :id. the price IS 

brought up to 3.25cl. a pound, which 
is quite a different figure from that the 
Minister quoted. The whole system he has 
been putting up is wrong. His idea is to 
create a "·rong in1pression in the rninds of 
the people that they have been swindled by 
oomobody, and tha.t this wonderfu: Govern­
nH:llt ha YO been rnaklng up the J ificreneo 
by conct'-;;sions. He has been endeavouring 
all the way through to do that. 

Hon. members opposite have attempted 
to rnako a great deal out of the timber 
industr:;. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: I said 
very little. 

Mr. MCHlHE: The hon. gentleman might 
h:we saicl little, but others had a good deal 
to sav. Ho has alreadv talked for about 
fi vc hours on his own~ cst1rnatc.s, and he 
spent one and a-half hotus explaining lie 
did not mean what he said. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. 1'. Pease, Hcrbcrt) [2.29 p.m.]: 1 
admire the gentlemanly and the courteous 
nwnner in which the Loader of the Opposi­
tion has dealt with the Estimates. Ho has 
set an example to this Committee of how 
any hon. n1ember can debate E.stirna.tes in a 
beautifL1l non-partisan spirit. I am saticiied 
that everyone will admire the koen way he 
has dealt with the subject. 

J\Iy political experien-ce convinces n1e 
that the man who Jlrntos about the need to 
rnako non-partisan ~pecchcs never fails to 
deal with m·ery subject in the most partisan 
way. He ignores hjs own oft-repeated 
injunction that tho Estimatco should he 
discussed in a nice, courteous and kind way. 
The pol1c:,T of the Labonr GoYornrnont with 
regard to land settlement doo· not vary 
from day to day. We have a progressive 
hwd settlement policy, but it does not 
chnnge. It "'as placed before the pC'ople on 
the hust;ngs. and it is the same policy that 
stands to-day. It is clearly sd out in the 
polic:'-· ~pcech of the Prernier. and WJS 

forriLlv enunciahJ b·.· the rnernbcrJ of tlH.:­
party vdtuing the ele<~tion campaign. 

Fiow on earth are \\·e to maintain a 
policy of progressive land settlement in the 
pastoral industry if no additional areas arc 
available for settlement? I am not ashamed 
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to .admit that there arc no new are:ts avail­
able for settlement in the pastoral areas. 
\Ve have reached saturation point in that 
industry-and I defy anybody to provn 
otherwise-but that does not mean that land 
settlement in Queensland must coa~e. There 
are million' of acres of land available for 
dairying and mixed farming purposes which 
will provide work for many years ahead. The 
Government have endeavoured to place boys 
on the land, but not in the pastoral industry 
or on largo trarts of difficult country iu 
the far North. The matter has lJeen investi­
gated by the Bureau of Industry, officers of 
my department, and other experts, but they 
all realise that boys cannot be placed .on 
difficult blocks involving the expenditure of 
a considerable amount of capitaL For 
instance, they could not be placed on heavily 
timbered country and other difficult areas 
that call for the possession of strong 
mature muscles and plenty of capital, in 
addition to a stout heart, for their develop­
ment. What the Premier and the Burtan 
of Industry had in mind were opportunities 
for placing boys on land adjacent to the 
city, but unfortunately it is not available 
unles'' it is resumed by the Government. 

. Again I point out the clanger of continu­
mg the freehold policy in thi" State. All 
the land adjacent to the metropolitan area 
that would be aclmirablv suitable for the 
settlement of boys is held by speculators, 
and the only way in which it could be 
secured would be by resuming it. The 
present Government could not repudiate. 
Labour Governments do not repudiate. IV c 
ahvays honour our just obligations so long 
as wo are able. \Yhere arc we to get the 
money to pay the exorbitant prices demanded 
by the owners of freehold land in close 
proximity to the metropolitan area? 

In his kind,. courteous speech, the Leader 
of the OppositiOn contended that I continu­
ally explained that I did not mean what I 
had said, but did I not deal with the matter 
in an unbiassed wa' from the verv outsd 
of my speech, by q~wting figures from the 
report of the Auditor-General? I quoted 
those ftgures deliberatelv so that I could 
n?t be charged with indulging party political 
bws. I pomted out that thoro was a 
certain acreage of land available for 
settlement in the far· North. The Leader of 
the Opposition took me to task because he 
s~id I had made a mistake concerning the 
tin1 ber on the areas. There vvorc tremendous 
areas of valuable timber on the Clump 
Point, Eungella, and Palmerston areas. 
The Le.ader of the Opposition excused 
himself by saying that he had only tho 
report of the department to guide him in 
his criticism, entirely overlooking the fact 
that w_Ith every new settlement land opening 
conditiOns arc clearlv set out. The land 
Opening COnditions are a Yery important 
matter. Let me remind him of the hmd 
opening conditions in the case of one settle­
ment-the Clump Point lands. They 
provide:--

" During the first five years of the 
term of lease, permits to cut and remove 
timber from the selections will be issued 
by the Land Commissioner onlv on con­
clition that royalty is paid to tl1e Crown 
at the ruling rate in the district. 

" A refund of the full royalty will. 
however, be made on the application of 
the selector in respect of timber which 
has been removed from lands which have 

bElen felled and grassed or cultivated 
within a period of twelve months frnm 
the date of the removal of the timber." 

It wa,. absolutely necessary to include that 
condition because every area opene-d up con­
tained Y~luable timber. Hon. members, no 
doubt. read the statement of the Governor 
on his return from the North recently that 
ht> had visited the Palmerston area and saw 
the new selectors engaged in ha.u1ing timber· 
from their selections. Some of that timber 
was the best timber in Queensland, for 
which decent prices were obtained. The 
selectors got the advantage of the value of 
that timber 

The Forestry Sub-Department has an ohli­
gation, not only to the Government, but also 
to the people of the State; and whenlYur 
land is opened for selection it naturally 
does its best, as custodians of the public; 
(>~tatc, to get as much revenue as possible 
from the timber beforehand. 1\ o Govern­
ment have allowed more timber to remain 
on the land than thio Government. Large 
quantities of marketable timbers have b<>en 
left in the Palmerston areas. The Land 
Administration Board to-day takes a more 
definite stand on this matter than at any 
other time in the history of the Stato. J t 
recognises that it .is necessary for the GoverlJ­
rncnt to do a' much as possible for the man 
on the lam!. \Ve have done it in i.his 
instance by permitting the selector i.o earn 
a living from tlHl time of selection by market­
ing the marlC8ta1J!o timber. That is why 
that splendid condition w:1s included 111 

respect of the Palmerston, Clump Point, and 
Eungella settlements. It would not be fair 
to allow the timber 'lwculator to take np 
the,p areas. The idea is t.hai. if i.he timber 
is used ln developing the .area no royalty j," 
paid. but if the sA!cctor sell-, the timber 
onlv· and does not use that money in the 
de,.:-dopnlcnt nf the lar::d, he rnnst pay 
royalty. 

The Leader of tlw Opposition again wanted 
to L::no"\v \vhorc these conco:,sion:;:; were that we 
were granting. If lw reads a little further 
in the report of the department, he will see 
the cost of the wool relief scheme his Govern­
ment initiated-[ give them cn1dit for it. 
The only reason why the hon. member's 
Govf!rnment was able to initiate that scheme 
'"'S because of Labour's policy of leasehold 
tenure. If-and the hon. member for lsis 
referred to the matter-our pastoral lands 
were held under a freehold tenure. the Moore 
GoYcrnment could not have initiated thB 
wool relief concc>ssions. It is just as well 
that the Commitko should understand how 
thes.P concessions work ;,ut. They start,ecl 
on the 1st January, 1930, and have been 
extended up to date. The annual co't is 
£96.517. 'rhat is to say, the pastoralists of 
this. State who hanl sheep for growing wool 
ha,·e been rclicYed of no less a sum than 
£96.517 eYcry year by all Govcrnmems, and 
the total an1ount of those concessions up io 
last year was £423.883. I again emphasise 
the fact that it was only possible to give 
that relief to the woolgrowers becaus0 of 
i.he leasehold svstem. A frcoholrler r.ould 
not got any of "that relief. The freeholder 
could n"t obtain such conccsswns from the 
speculator from whom he purchased his ]and 
years ago. J\"o hon. member has heard of 
these speculators, out of the goodness 0f 
their hearts, saying, " You paid me a certain 
amount for your land. and I am prepared 
to do for you what the Government have 
done for the holders of land under loa se." 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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That Is another striking instance of the 
benefits of leasehold as against fre0hold. 
The Government of this State have been able 
to relieve the wool industry alone to the 
extent of £423,883, am! this year it will 
mean over £500,000. 

We have given every relief we could. Last 
session hon. members sitting behind the Go· 
vernment pressed for assistance to the smaller 
settlers and we passed a Bill that gave relief 
from Crown dues to certain farmers. Already 
490 settlers have received relief, and up to 
30th June last it was worth £20,244. We 
of the Labour Party do not cater for only 
one section-that is, the big pastoralists­
we are more concerned about the small man 
on the land. We initiated that legislation; 
it was not copying my predecessor, the 
ex-Secretary for Public Lands, the chief 
spokesman on land matters on the Opposi­
tion side. Hon. members opposite did noth· 
ing for the small man when they were in 
power although they professed to be so 
solicitous for him. 

It is proper that this Committee and 
the people should note that the only men 
on the land whom the Opposition took care 
of when they were in power-and when they 
had every opportunity of doing something 
for the poor downtrodden f>J.rmers for whom 
they say they stand-were the big pastera· 
lists, to whom they gave extension of leases 
and a reduction of rentals. Yet hon. mem· 
bcrs opposite get up and say how their 
heart blee·ds for the poor unfortunate dairy 
and fruit farmer ! They did not care about 
him when thev were in office, but this 
Government have watched his interests. 

As the result of representations by hon. 
members on this side of the Chamber repre­
senting farming communities, the first thing 
this Government did when thev assumed 
office was to take care of the small dairy 
and mixed farmer, and already, as a resuft 
of relief legislation, the small farmer has 
been helped in one year to the extent of 
£20,244. 

I desire to make a few remarks on the 
question of leasehold versus freehold. I wish 
hon. members to understand that freehold 
does not give any greater title to the land 
or any greater asset in the land. People 
sometimes think it gives greater security. 
I repeat what I said last session, because 
it is necessary that the new members in 
this Chamber should be aware of the actual 
position. Sums aggregating £50.000,000 have 
been invested in the wool industry and 
£30,000,000 in the cattle industry, making 
a total of £80.000.000 invested, not bv small 
holders, but big financial interests not only 
in Queensland but in other States of Aus· 
tralia and the old country. The whole of 
the IPase in those industries are held under 
grazing selection or pastoral leases for a 
term of years-and thev are not as good 
conditions as perpetual 'lease selection-yet 
Wl' have keen bus·inessmen of Austral'a and 
overseas who have im·csted over £80,000,000 
in them. They arc not concerned about free­
hold. 

I said once before something more than 
that and I repeat it. A little while ago the 
Commonwealth Government decided to trv 
to do something for the pastoral industry 
generally, but particularly for the relief of 
the woolgrowers, and they called a confer­
ence of all the heads of the land administra­
tions of the various States with that object. 
Mr. Payne, the Chairman of Queensland's 
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Land Administration Board, was invited by 
the Commonwealth Government to take part 
in that conference. This Government readily 
gave him permission, and a good deal of 
evidence was taken bv the Commission that 
was appointed to ir{Yestigate the matter. 
It made a report, a Commonwealth Govern­
ment report, not a political report. The men 
on the Commi"ion were drawn from the 
pastoral and banking circles of Australia 
and a tribute was pai.d to Queensland by 
inviting the chairman of the Queensland 
Land Administration Board to sit on the 
investigating body. A Yery great tribute 
is paid to Queensland in this report. One 
of the paragraphs reads-

" The reasonable rent at which Crown 
land is available enables wool to be pro­
duced in Queensland at 2d. per lb. less 
than in New South Wales or Vietoria." 

I emphasise the fact that the industrv has 
in Queensland the advantage of 2d. a lb. in 
the production of wool as compared with 
either New South IV alEs or Victoria. and 
that is because of the policy of land tenure 
adopted by Labour. 

A GovERXli!EXT MEC~!BER : Are member., of 
the Opposition listening? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They do not listen to these statements. 
They are not fair enough to admit these 
things. There is no part of Australia to-day 
in which the pastoral industry is receiving 
greater consideration in this period of 
depression than Queensland. I am pleased 
to say that a number of our now settlers are 
coming from the other States. The finest 
tribute ever paid in Australia to the svstem 
of land tenure operctting in Queemland was 
paid bv IIis Excellencv the Governor of 
Quecnslimcl when h0 acquired a property for 
h1s son. 

Mr. MooRE: He bought a freehold. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Of cDune; but he could not get a lca3ehold. 

Mr. Moom: Of course, he could. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The position is that he realised that there 
is better protection for the wool indListry in 
Queensland under a good Labour Govern­
ment than there is in either New South 
Wales or Victoria under a Government of 
the "'me political faith as hon. members 
opposite. 

Mr. MAHER: You fell in there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I did not fall in there. The Opposition say 
that they are standing up for Queensland, 
but assNt that I am decrying the Stat\' 
when I speak of saturation in land settle­
ment. The Governor, whose son had been 
trained in another State, r<<dised that 
Queensland is the only State where he would 
obtain a reasonable <'hancc of progress. He 
put his son on the land in Queensland. 
Members of the Opposition say. "Yes, but 
on freehold." I will tell hon. mem­
bers why he had to put him on free­
hold. The Governor informed me that 
his son had put in for many land ballots, 
but had not succeeded in drawing a block. 
Personally, I should ha Ye been ratlJPI' con. 
corned had he done so. Some inference 
might haYc been drawn. The Governor's 
son had to take freehold, because he 0ould 
not get leasehold. 

Mr. MooRE: He could. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA?\DS: 
HP could not. 

Mr. MoORE: He could buy it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He could not g-et the leasehold he wanted. 
The leasehold he wanted was one direct 
from the Crown. The department does not 
allow transfers of leaseholds as• casil·. as 
th;,t. • 

1'Ir. lYfOORE: You make no objection. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\DS: 
\V c object very strenuously. As a mattc·r of 
fact, we have done more to tig-hteu up the 
transfer of Crown leaseholds thuu ever any 
other Government. In the Chief Office a 
department has been deYeloped with the sole 
object of scrutinising the transf(~r of leasp~ 
holds, to see that nothing is done that should 
not be done, that no excessive values are 
paid in bonuses. The ir.cmning n1an is not 
allowed to be made the v'ctirn of ·pecula­
tion. The GoYernor's son boug-ht a freehold 
because he could not get a leasehold from 
the Crown. 

Had the Leader of the Opposition been 
fair and carried on the debate in that 
gentlemanly spirit he desir0s to Sef\ in cvcn·­
ono else, but is never diop:ayed by himself, 
either in this Chamber or on the hustings, 
he would have read from the report he made 
use of, that the Government have effected a 
good deal of settlement on the land in 
Queensland during the past year. He made 
the point that I had b:on screwing out of 
the people of the State-the poor. unfortu­
nate farrners-mo!ley they could not pay. 
The Government ha vo not increased the 
incidence of land rontals in Queensland. 
\V e are opening up land at the best prices 
in the history of Queensland, and the only 
increases in land renLtls have been made on 
the land of men who have gone to the Land 
Court. This Labour Government did not 
appoint the Land Court judges. Each ono 
of tlH'se officials was appointed by other 
Govcrnrncnts. I do not wish it to be inferred 
that I am saying anything unfavourable 
about the Land Court. The rmly thing I 
am concPrned about is tlrat they arc perhaps 
a little too lenient. There is no sugg;estion 
that they are politic:ll Land Court judges. 
or that their appointments were political 
a ppomtmenis. 

Mr. MooRE: I never suggested that. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

But you did suggest that we were getting 
more out of land revenue than we should. 

Mr. MooRE: I sugg-ested that you are 
grinding the last penny out of the people on 
the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS: 
Vi'e are not. We arc doing what the hon. 
gentleman neglected to rlo when he ''as in 
power. We are bettering their conditions. 
That brings us back to the arguments used 
by hon. members on this side of the Com­
mittee. The farmer depends on the abilitv 
of the ordinary working people to make pur­
chases. Take the wool grower as an example. 
If the people in the cities rccei,·e low wages 
-or no wage, as the J\foore GoYernment 
would have given them had they remained in 
power-they cannot afford to buY woollen 
c;lothes, they cannot even afford to buv 
sugar. I remember sitting on the Oppositio~l 
benches and pointing out to the Premier, 
Mr. Moore. that he had reduced the peopl0 
to the "dripping" standard. 'The point I 

wish to make is that in the better living 
"onclitions of the people is to be found the 
reason why we are getting increased rentais 
from the land. We have not increased the 
incidence of rentals. The rcntals for new 
openings are lower than ever before in the 
history of the State. The policy of the 
Labour Government is to increase the pur­
chasing power of the ordinary worker so 
that he will buy more and the farmer will 
recei Ye a better income and be in a posi. 
tion to pay his rent. Increase the purchasing 
power of the worker and you improve 
conditions for the farmer. If the Leader 
of the Opposition cares to think over the 
position he will admit that is the correct 
policy. 

Mr. MOORE: Why do you have to spend 
all your time trying to keep the people ou 
the land? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Members of the hon. gentleman's party have 
pointed out the reason-the drop in price 
levels. If he had remained in power there 
would have been no price level. Not only 
am I doing all I can to assist the man on 
the land, but the Government are helping 
mo, because it is the duty of the Govern­
ment to protect the State's revenue and see 
that the people have a decent purchasing 
power. \Ve cannot have increased price 
levels until we increase the purchasing power. 
The more we increase that purchasing 
power of the people, the higher we raise 
price levels, and the more the man on the 
land receives for his product. 

I want to answer the hon. member for 
Cook and other hon. members who suggested 
that there should be more co-operation 
between Government department'· Co-opera­
tion between Government departments is 
now very good. The main factor in this 
matter is the Bureau of Industry. There 
is a State consultation committee, attached 
to the Bureau of Industry, which is consti­
tuted of senior officers drawn from all 
interested Government departments, and 
preeided over by the Premier. That com­
mittee is available at all times for the 
purpose of examining any land settlement 
scheme. 

I have a few illustrations of how we 
arc assisting land settlement. A committee 
comprised of the Land Commissioner for 
the Cairns district, Mr. Hassall, of the 
DPpartment of Agriculture and Stock and Mr. 
Sharn. of the Sub-Department of Irrigation 
and \Vater Supply, was appointed to conduct· 
an investigation into the tobacco growing 
industry in the Dimbulah and Chewko dis­
h·icts. · I am satisfied, after reading that 
committee's report, that the main factor in 
the success of tobacco growing in those 
districts is irrigation. The hon. member 
for Cook and the hon. rn0mber for The 
Tableland made representations, and we met 
scycral deputations from the farmer' in that 
district. I must pay a tribute to the 
tobacco farmers in those areas who stuck 
to their jobs. If ever hard toil and a stout 
heart were needed they were needed in 
that and other areas where these men were 
trying to grow tobaeco. It is the duty of 
the Government to do everything to help 
such men a·c, those, and I can assure all 
hon. members that every assistance will be 
giYen to them. 

In the Clump Point, Upper Burnett, and 
Callidc areas we arc co-operating with the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock and 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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have made available certain selected blocks 
of land for the purpose of experimenting 

ith artificial grasses, and that policy will 
be continued throughout the State. I pay 
a tribute to my colleague, the Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock, for the way in 
which he has always helped me. I want 
also to draw the attention of hon. members 
of this Committee to the fine work being 
carried on by the Bureau of Industry. It 
is indeed a pleasure to any administrative 
head to be able to send any matter to that 
bureau to have it investigated by an expert 
committee. When one understands the rami­
fications of the Departments of Agriculture 
and Public Lands, one realises that there 
are hundreds of officers belonging to them 
scattered throughout the State who"c duty 
it is to know the pros and cons of a great 
variety of subjects. No land opening or 
settlement takes place to-day unless it is 
done with the full concurrence of every 
department. 

The Leader of the Opposition had some­
thing to say about dingoes. He insinuated 
that the action of this Government in remov­
ing the district improvement boards and 
placing the duty upon the local authorities 
was the outcome of a sort of political spite 
because it was his Government that initiated 
t.hose boards. That is the type of man that 
the Leader of the Opposition is! That is 
the reason why he is in his present position 
instead of here as Premier. This Govern­
ment have made the local authorities respon· 
sible for dealing with the dingo and have 
placed a minimum payment on scalps. Before 
the Government took this action, there was 
no minimum. Now no less than 5s. can 
be paid for a scalp. The Government are 
subsidising local authorities to such an extent 
that thev are able to do a fair amount of 
work in" exterminating the dingoes. It is 
not the fault of the Government if the local 
authorities are not going ahead with the 
job. As a matter of fact. the Government 
have under consideration a measure to extend 
their powers regarding the control of stock 
routes and animal and vegetable pests. 
Before introdu"·ing such a measure the 
Government arc waiting for the final {-eport 
of Mr. Lcahv because we do not believe 
in doing things without having first-hand 
information concerning them. He is travel­
ling throughout the State and is making 
use of our officers to find out exactly what 
the position is, and upon the receipt of this 
first-hand information the Government will 
take action. 

There is also another menace. the rabbit. 
All these things are under investigation by 
the Government. We have a Bill prepared, 
and I propo:;ed to bring it before the House 
this session, but until I am personally satis­
fied that evNy avenue has been explored I 
shall not do so. It is better to wait a few 
months and, having possession of all facts, 
do the job properly. 

Mr. MoonE: You did not do that when 
you did away with the district improve­
ment boards. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS~ 
The hon. gentleman placed the Government 
member, the Land Commissioner in the 
minority, and as a result the Go~·ernment 
would haYe had to bear the brunt of anv­
thing done. It would have been better 'If 
there had not been a Government man on 
the board : he could not do anything on his 
own initiative. He was a servant of the 
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board, and as a matter of fact several of 
my officers got into difficulties because they 
did something in regard to cattle. There 
was one instance ·where ~ome cattle 'vere 
impounded, ancl the result was that the 
Department of Public Lands was inundated 
by letters of complaint from settlers and 
petitions asking the GoYernment to remove 
th -~ land counnis<;;,ioner concerned. The 
Leader of the Opposition put the land com­
missioner in a position where he could be 
shot at. I refused to permit an officer 
of my department to bo shot at in any 
dictrict. We took those duties away from 
him. 

The Land Administration Board, one 
member of which is the Director of ForP,,ts, 
has assumed control of the national parks 
of the State. The hon. member for 
Murrumba mentioned natio.na.! parks in his 
electorate, but I acsure him, and other hon. 
members who have 'Jloken on the subject, 
that the question of national parks will be 
very carefully considered in the futuro. We 
haYe commenced b·: appointing an officer 
to take care of the national pa.rks in North 
Queensland, and it is the intention of the 
Government to appoint an offiee1' to exercise 
similar duties in the South. 

I wish to pay tribute to the National 
Parks Association of Queensland for what 
it is doing. Hon. members will have 
received-as I ha.ve received-a circular 
from the association directing attention to 
a week-end outing to one of our national 
parb, at :Haunt Byron. 'l'he association 
has voluntarily accepted these duties without 
'anY financial aid from thB Government. Its 
a.in1 is to draw the attention of tho public 
hero and elsewhere to the scenic beauty 
of nur national parks. I commend it for 
its action .. and I commend the hon. member 
for Marrumba, and other hon. members 
who haYc referred to the subject. The 
na.tional parks are bound to become ono 
of the best assets of the State. To-day, 
there is :w urge to traypJ. -and above all 
to sec something worth while. Queensland 
is corning rnoro and rnore into the picture 
because of her wonderful national parks. 
I commend the association for its public 
spirited action in arranging for outings and 
placing the necessary rneans of conveyance 
and mea.ls at the disposal of interested 
persons at a minimum cost. I have much 
pleasnre in expressing on behalf of the 
Government my appreciation of its f~ndt·a V· 

ours. 

l\1r. MULLER (Fassifern) [3.2 p.m.]: It 
is refreshing to hear hon. members opposite 
tell us what they propose to do for the 
man on the land. 

'I'he SEfiRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : We 
have done it. 

Mr. MULLER : That ma:,: bo, but the 
casual observer would 1magmo that the 
problems of tho man on the land have 
been overcome for all time. I congratulate 
both tho hon. member for \Varwick, and 
the hon. member for Carnanon upon having 
adopted the Country Party complex. It 
goes to show that representatives from 
countrv electorates soon realise that they 
must O:dopt the policv that is in the interests 
of people on the land. It is rdreshing to 
observe their attitude. ~"" the prosperity 
of the State depends upon the prosperity 
of the man on the land, it is the duty of 
hon. members to do all they possibly can to 
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in1prove the conditions of the primary pro­
ducer. During another debate it was 
pointed out by tho l'remior that boys were 
not offering for positions on the land and 
that it rnay be .necessary to encoura,~e 
English boys to cettle in this State. I 
feel that the solution of that difficulty lie1 
in the hands of the present Government. 
If they ,,pro prepared to improve the con­
·ditions of the people on the• land there 
VYcmltl 1Je no need to incur an expenditure 
in bringing boytl frorn overseas. I an1 
satisli('(] that if conditions were improved 
not onlv should we be able to attract bovs 
fron1 o~·erseas, but a surplus of na.tivc-bo~n 
boys would also be tumbling over themselves 
in their hurry to take th·J positio:>s. 

Although the question of leasc!JOld versus 
freehold may be a hardy annual, the fact 
remains that the present Government are 
to a very large extent adopting a policy 
advocated by hon. members on this side 
for a number of years. The Minister 
exprc"ed the view that his Government 
were more concerned about the small man 
than the big pastoralist, and in the course 
of his remarks he said that considerable 
concessions had been given to leaseholders. 
I should like hon. members opposite to say 
whether the small n1cn, carrying on agri­
cultural activities, arc doing so on leasehold 
or freehold land. The position as I see it 
is that a number of freeholders are called 
upon to pav the bxes of this State and 
provide all the necessary funds for consoli­
dated revenue, and at the same time receive 
no consideration. The Minister admitted 
that in his reply, for he said that the pastor· 
alists working a freehold would not partici­
pate in am of the concessions that applied 
to pastoralists working leaseholds. I know 
scores of small farmers who are paying 
very heavy land tax and super land tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \V e do 
not control the land tax; that is controlled 
by the Treasurer. 

Mr. }fULLER: That tax goes into consoli­
dated revenue just the same. The Govern­
ment of the day must accept the responsi­
bility for having applied local government 
taxation. the land tax and super land tax 
to freehold land. 

2\lr. TAYLOR: How many primary producers 
pay land tax' 

l\1r. MULLER : Any amount of them. If 
hon. mernbers opposite worked a fann for a 
year or two they would come here and tell us 
quite a different story from what we have 
heard this afternoon. Agriculture cannot be 
carried on without a fair amount of land. 
Practicallv the whole of the land on the 
coastal belt is held under the freehold 
tenure. The owner finds it almost impossible 
to carry the load the Government place 
upon him. The Government are throwing 
out an inducement to people to take up 
land under the leasehold tenure. It is 
impo"siblc to obtain leasehold land on the 
coastal area. People are therefore corn· 
pelled to buy freehold land to engage in 
general agriculture, that is, dairying and 
mixed farming. Immediately they purchase 
this land it is subjected to heavy taxation. 

The Minister said that one way out of 
the difficulty was to increase the purcha·;ing 
power of the people. If tho Minister does 
not know, then he should know that the 
purchasing power is determined by the 
prices obtained on the world's markets for 

our products. The few people we have in 
Australi n are not in a position to deterrnine 
that purchasing power. Take one product 
alone-butter. ·wo export 80 per cont. 
of our butter and must accept the world'" 
paritv. \Ye also export practic,tlly the 
'·hole of our wool. If we take tlw;o two 
big cornmoditie~. as an example, how are 
we to increase the purchasing powc'r of the 
producers 't 

I would congratulate the Mini ".ter on that 
paragraph in his report de~ling with t!JC 
loans rnade available for i1nproving rural 
lands. Any money advanced for the purpose 
of developing and increasing the carrying 
capacity of our lands will create lasting 
assets. I have in mind that portion of the 
money that has been allocated to ring­
barking and poisoning timber on some of 
our country. It has created a valuable 
asset. 

I cannot for the life of me understand 
how the hon. member for Carnarvon could 
say that there are thousands of acres of 
freehold land unoccupied. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : My 
officers who have mude an investigation say 
thd there are millions of acres of freehold 
lrnd not being used. 

1ir. ~'dULLER: Those millions of acres of 
frcehoicl unoccupied land mmt be .-cry poor 
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No. 
My officers say there are millions of acres 
of good quality land adjacent to Brisbane 
and other large centres. 

:Mr. MULLER : I ask you. Mr. O'Kecfe, 
or any other sensible man : can you irnagine 
a rna.n possessing the slightest busiu~)"5 
acurnen paying land tax and super land tax 
and holding that land? I can giw the 
rcr,son in sorne cases. I know of some cases. 
not isolated ones, where after freehold pro­
p.:-:>rt.ics have been acquired the owrH'rs are 
compelled to retain them because they cannot 
sell them. The present policy tends to con­
fiscate property. We know hundredo of 
cases where people have surrendered their 
land and others have sold cheaply rather 
than pay the taxation they were charged in 
respect of it. The Minister and the hon. 
member for Carnarvon assert that thou·,ands 
of acres of fre0hold land in this State aro 
not being utilised. I sav those lands are held 
lH'C~ use the o"\vners arc not in a po3ition to 
realise on them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: I havr' 
the report of the Land ~'l.dmini,trution Board 
pointing out there arc millions of acres in 
that category. 

Mr. MULLER: I have my opinion and 
the hon. gentleman has his. I have lived 
and worked on the land durillg the vvholc 
of IYlY 1ifo and I canr:ot in1aginc any person 
of average intelligence holding freehold land 
and paying taxes on it if he could get rid 
of it. The man who will rPlain freehold 
unused land and pay taxes on it when he 
can sell it is fit for a lunatic asylu:n. 

I was pleased to hear the remarks on the 
matter of the extermination of pests, parti­
cularly the Alsatian clog. I believe there 
is foundation for the remarks of hon. mem­
bers opposite in regard to this menace. but 
nothing has been said as to what is likely 
to be done to remove it. We have other 
pests, and we have been dealing with them 
up to a point. It is very much better to 

}vir. Muller.] 
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deal with the ~.\lsatinn dog nH cace bdore it 
dE.:vc1.ops. If \YC le _·.YC the_~ reSl)Oll81Lility to 
th;:~ L1'ederal Goycnul:cnt or 1.1ait until :::onlP 
other Stuto takes actic11l in the matter it maY 
be a very long tirne b·Jorc anything is do11~. 
Thi~ Governn1C~llt ~hould giYe a lead in the 
matter, and there i.s every possibility that 
other States >vill fall into line. 1f the 
Cornmonwc,<lth or the et! Pr States fail in 
ttJC'ir duty in thi5 l't·~'}CC't rl1c re:-:;pon~'bilit 
lies with them. It is th· dutv of this 
Go\·enllnE'nt to cndt'a\·o:Jr to elinlin:H2 tl:i:'l 
rncnacc. 

The SECRETARY F:JH Punr.rc LAXDS: It was 
equally the duty of the }loore Government. 
a.nd they had thrPP yecns in which to do it 

Mr. }fULLER: The A 1satian clog menace 
was not pressing when the l\Ioorc Goyern­
ment as-·umed offk~e, and lt \Va:; not a" pro 
n1inent t\vo1YP rnonths ago as it is to-dd~; 
It is only within the ]a··t rollpl0 of years 
tl·at the questiou has arisen. There ;s a 
gTaY(~ danger cf this clog's crossinp: \vith 
the dingo or domestic clogs, and one 
shudders to think of the possibilities. I fed 
sure if the 1\:IoorP GoYcrnin<?nt hr d been in 
power during- the IJ~t thrc,(~ years legisla­
tion \Yould have bcr n introduc(•J to deal 
wjth this rrlcnacP. liou. n1L'rnbcrs opr)o.:;ite 
reprt~senting rountry districts .arc aware of 
tho clang<'r of allowing the Alsatian dog to 
breed indiscriminately. 

I am disappointed with the policy of the 
Government in regard to the rabbit pYVb:em. 
The policy of leaving the stock owner to 
combat the invasion of rabbits is most 
unfair. An hon, memb,,r opposite repre­
senting an electorate in which a rabbit 
board operates spoke on this matter this 
morning. Portion of rny ~l('ctoratc cOines 
under the Moreton Rabbit Board. A verv 
great responsibility ro•ts on the residents in 
it, inasmuch as they have to maintain the 
rabbit fence. For this purpose a levy is 
made on them, a1thcugh iu the nltin1·J.tc 
the tJ<>nefit is shared b·,· the whole of 
Queensland. rrhat is lllost unfair. Furthf·r­
more. the meihod of collecting the 
taxation for the purpose is unfair. At the 
present time the whole of the fund reqnirod 
for that purpose is collected by way of a 
stock tax. ~Hon. nlnnbPrs 'vill recognise the 
serious menace the rabbit could be if it 
were given freo access to the State of Quepns­
land, not only to the stock owners but 
also to the n;getablc growers, lucerne 
~anners, and the comrnunity in general. This 
1s a national question, and it, is not fair 
that the who:e of the cost attendant on that 
rabbit fence, which has to be very effective, 
should be borne by o:JC section of the com­
munity. 

Thore is great room for an improvement in 
the control of noxious weeds. \'\'hilst a num­
ber of shires throughout the State are alive 
to their responsibilities, a nurnber are not. 
In some of the local governing areas the 
greatest offenders are the men holding office 
on the councils. They. therefore, cannot 
enforce the regulations on private offenders, 
There is, also, the fact that although one 
shire may be comparatively free of noxious 
weeds the neighbouring area may bo infestecl 
and thus provide a source from which 
seeds may be carried to its neighbour, \Yhen 
a shire is not prepared to accept its responsi­
bilities the Gm·ernment should take action, 
and thus prevent the spread before it is too 
late. Queensland has been most fortunate 
in having the prickiy-pear destroyed. A 

[Mr. M1dler. 

great deal of credit is due to the work of 
the men engaged in scientitlo research and 
jnvostigation. Queensland is indebted to 
thc1n for tlw discoYery of the cu{:toblastis, 
but nothing has so far been discoYered to 
deal with the bun- and lantana. If local 
governing bodies aro not alive to their 
responsibilities and carry out their duty, 
then tho responsibility devol.-cs upon the 
Government to sec that the-e do so, or in 
the alt.ernative, appoint a responsible body 
that will a.ttend to work of that nature. 

If the Government are real: v sPrious in 
their attempt to improve the ;onditions of 
the people on the land it will be necessary 
for them to offer a much better tenure than 
at present, and to give 111orr :-:.yinpathotic 
consideration to them than in the past, I 
hold that if Queensland or Amtralia is io 
progress and the empty spaces are to bo 
populated. the only method is by way of 
settlement on the land. Personallv, I can­
not see any method of inducing ]Jeople to 
go on the land unless the ooncli tions of the 
people already there are irnnrovccl. All 
the. propagancfa in the world .,~ill not do it, 
The most serious as·pect of the whole busi­
IH''5 is that the people alreadv lhPre are. 
leaving, and a nu1nbcr art' cOrnpcllcd to 
do so because of high taxation, I hone 
that during the~ ron1ing three years the 
Government \Yill see their \Ya~: to review 
their policy of land taxation-" 1\'e have 
been informed that they arc pn'l'ared to 
remit rental on leasehold land. I tmst 
they \Vlll see fit to grant ~on1c l'()licf to 
freeholders. To-dav there are nmnbers of 
people who hold iancl on freehold tenure 
because thev haxe no altcrnatiYo. Thev 
cannot sell · the land. Persons who hold 
land on freehold would be happy to 
exchange for a leasehold tenure if there 
were any possibility of their doing so. As 
I see the position the people who hold free­
hold land havo ventured their life savings 
in that land, and consequentlv have no 
option than to hang on. They have chosen 
to invest their mon;,y in freehold land rather 
than put it into a bank. \Ve now see the 
Government gradually confiscating that land 
and those people's life saving,, 

At 3.2·. p,m,, 

lVfr. GLEDSON (Ips1Di('h ), one of thC' 11anei 
of Ternporary Chairrncn, rel ieYcd ::ur. 
0' Keefc in the chair. 

:Wr. T. L. \VILLIAMS (l'mt ('urtis) : I 
should liko onco again to appeal to 
the iV[ini ster to give as mu rh eo-- sidercttion a;; 
poc.sibl(' to the traini1'g in fr:rc ~u·< of as 
rnan? cadets as he can C':;nycniPntl.v acr'lulino­
date. I al~o af!k hirn to cJn~idcr fct,·onrnhlv 
rPqucsts fron1 srnall tc UJFtcr.q and nlili­
owners \Yho :arc trYiug to romp~'tP against 
bigger eonr0l'tlS. Throng-h la('k of t 1pital 
the snu::ll tenn1ster i~ conlpt llcd t,~ rarry on 
\x.-ith the o·1d appli.anrPS. ,;·hilP the· bjg 
tcarnstcr js able to purd1a~t'- nlcrC' rnodern 
pqnininr-nt. The sn1all rnil10vYJH'r i.'-' in a 
s:milar plighL The big i, able 
t.o instal up-to-drrtc bat the 
smallor n1an cannot do so. an1 ·-·urc tbe 
Minister will be sympathetic to any n•qucsts 
by hon. Jnernbers r0pre'-cntin2: country .arc<l"' 
where forestry and milling . operations arc 
carried1 on. 

I support tho remarks of tlw hon, nwmber 
for Fass~fern in ronnection with th•_~ con­
trol of noxious \Yeeds. I an1 sure tlu1,t rnore 
compulsion is necessary, tng0tht>r with strict 
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''Upen·:sio:< over shires thot offend in this 
respect. 
. \VIten deliYering my speech on the Address 
ltl RPply, I referred to the losse;_; i1~curred 
through lac-k of fcod and water durincr 
per ·~Hls of d roussht. I n1cntioncd the sui'­
gest·on put f, n> ard hv the Secretan for 
Agric~lturr and qucted artic1cs appc~~Hillg 
~n Y 1 ri0 1_h ncw~papnr~ expre«-<:iin,v, regl'et that 
the :srhPnlo fon:nuht('d by the Se"rctary for 
...:-\grH·ultun_' d:d not 1nect ·with Incrc 
apprm·el. I feel mrc. hov;eyer. that the 
pu tor .1i-ts recognise that his intPnt:ons 
>•·ere of the bc,t. T quoted from the columns 
of the " Courier-~lail " in connection with 
tl1i-~ llE1tter, '"hich ,,aid--

" This is not a problem for the State 
Go,·ernment alone. Tho Commonwealth 
(-fo;-f'rnnH·nt is aho involved. A national 
committ,•e is needed composed of the 
hest brains of all the interests concerned 
-engineers, stock and station experts. 
botanists, chemists, and financiers." 

The author of that well-written article con­
cluded h:- saying-

" \\'o cannot sit idlv bv awl see 
droughts claim our great her1tao-e in the 
\YPst. Probably millions of mon~·; would 
he inYolYed, but it would be wo~·th it­
ten tin1es OYer." 

A number of ;pc·lkers who followed me in 
that debate referred to tho samc matter, 
and pointed ~mt that it was not a question 
for any mdindual mcm~er or any particular 
Gon'rnmPnt, but a national matter. I am 
pleased that seYeral hon. members on both 
sides of the Committee aa-rce with mv con-
tentionf'. b ~ 

The hon. member for Normanby s1id-
" The position calls for some thouo·ht 

on the part of our administrators. "If 
the pastoralist takes a stand and ,,-ill not 
accept a scheme which. with small out­
lav to himself. would protect the irdus­
try, tlwn action shollld be taken to force 
on hln1 a sclH'ITJP for h1s own protC'ction. 
and that of tht>- StatP aaainst such lo<;:sc·. 
as ha;;0 recently t1kc.n ~lacC'." , , 

!, also ycfe1:n·.cl ,to a _lett0r appearing in the 
CotP'IPr-'\lcd. wn(tcn lw a gentleman 

who had just returned from. Argentina. In 
the artde he said-

" CoxSF.RVATION oF FoDDEH. 
"I wi,h the farmers of Australia would 

follow the example of the Argentine 
cattle-growers in the matter of conserYa­
tion of fodder. One would imagine that, 
faYOtH0.d with such wonderful rainfall 
and rnagnificent pastures~ the conserva­
tion of fodder in the Argentine would 
receive little consideration. On the con· 
traey, this problem is considered one of 
the most important, and immense stacks 
of ensilage and clover hav are to be seen 
0~1. ever.: station. On se;,eral properties 
VISlted It Is the aim of the management 
to conserve a ton of ensilage to eycry 
2~ acres nf land held." 

I concluded by saying-
'· ·what a profitable lesson we could 

learn c;-cn from Argentina ! " 

In conclusion, I would point out that the 
land belongs to the State and not to the 
~ndi .-idual. The asset is 'worth protecting 
JUSt as much as any other asset we possess. 
The purchaser of a worker's dwelling has to 
paint that dwelling at specified intervals 

in order to preserve the asset, and I think 
the time has come when something must be 
done to force landowners to grow fodder 
and save starYing stock and not depend 
npon nature or upon the Government to 
help them out. It is the duty of landownors 
to presE>n-e the asset given to them in the 
form of land. They should grow fodder 
to save their stock in times of drought. This 
applies just as much to the small farmer 
as to anv other class. Ho should be com­
Jl~~Hod in~ so1ne manner or forn1 to preserve 
hi asset by using fertilizers at regular 
intervals throug·hout the year or at intervals 
of a vear or two so that the asset in his 
po-.~eE~ion can be preserved, not only to 
him, but a],o to the State. " Compulsion" 
is a hard >vord and it is not pleasant to 
ha ;-e to say that it may be necessary to 
compel the farmer to do this. Some Govorn­
nwnt ma_v come along that will have to 
compel him to do this. The farmer, the 
pastoralist, and the fruitgrower should take 
steps to see that the asset they possees is 
preserved. 

Mr. MOORE : Some land lasts longer than 
other land. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS, That is so. Citrus 
growers in the Central Bm·nett around Gayn­
dah have purchased orchards that have been 
in existence for thirty or forty years. Some 
of the land is not now what it should be, as 
the valuable salts in the land have been 
taken from the soil by irrigation. I know 
of a number of citrus growers in close 
proximity to an orchard I own myself-or 
rather did own, and still have an interest 
in-who have purchased £950 worth of fer­
tilizer in the last two years to replenish their 
land. This had to be done simply because 
the late tenant did not look after the asset 
he had, and did not spend a little each 
year to help nature and make the soil 
reproductive. I hope the time is not far 
distant when people in possession of the 
land will be called upon to help themselves 
and assist tho State in the preservation of 
a very valuable asset. 

Mr. NICKLIN (Mwrrumba) [3.29 p.m.l: 
I de,ire to ask the Minister a que,tion. On 
page 70 of the Estimates of Expenditure, 
under the heading of Department. of Public 
Lands. I sec this-

" Less salaries £3,393, and administra­
tive charges £2,000, Prickly-pear Land 
Commission (to be charged to Trust 
Fund) ... " 

and on reference to the Trust Fund at page 
124, there is an amount of £3,905. Those 
two amounts do not coincide; there is a 
difference of £512. I should like the Minister 
to furnish me with an explanation. 

Mr. WALSH (.71-firani) [3.30 p.m.]: As one 
interested in land developnwnt I was inter­
ested to hear the speeches of hon. members 
representing country constituencies. They 
show that the members concerned, including 
hon. members on the other side, are prepared 
to g·ive credit to the Minister for his able 
administration of this department. 

Ono would not expect the hon. member 
for Hamilton or the hon. member for 
Toowong to give credit to the Government 
for their successful land policy, but it is 
plea,ing to note that members who repre­
sent country areas am candid enough to 
admit that the Labour Government have 
done good work for the man on the land, 
particularly in land settlement. I noticed 
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some facial disfigurement on the Leader oi 
the ol)positjon when he was speaking 1.Vh~ch 
\Yould indicate that he was speaking \vrth 
his tongue in his che0 k. vYhrther the~t ""'" 
so or not I cannot say, but he did go to 
considerable trouble-eo did the hon. member 
for Hamilton-to distort some of the state­
ments made by the Minister. I have in 
mind his statement regarding the- unoccu­
pied land in the State. Y\' hat he meant W<tS 
quite clear, and if hon. members opposrte 
cannot understand dear 'tatcmcnts and 
~nalys.· them for themselves. v. c eannot help 
It. It is obvious, as the ]\Jinist"cr has 
pointed out, that we have reached saturation 
point in the grazing and pastoral are0.s. 

Mr. i\;loom: He did not my that. 
Mr. WALSH: That is what he said-he 

quoted the percentag·e of land occ-upied by 
graziers and pastor,1lists. Nobody >vould be 
stupid enough to suggest that we had reached 
a point in land settlement beyond which we 
could not go. The Leader of the Opposition 
knows that a considerable area of land fall' 
due for resurr1ption every year~ and 
naturally those areas will b" made a•·ailable 
for closer settlement. The Minister is 
quite correct in stating that it is not thtl 
policy of the Govemmcnt to settle people 
on the land when there are no available 
markets for their products. That is a very 
important point to consider. What is the 
use of settling people on the land, particu­
larly inexperienced lads a way in the far 
l'\orth, if markets are not available for 
their products? It is idle for hon. members 
opposite to endeavour to lead the people to 
believe that the Minister has deAuitel v 
stated that Queensla ne! cannot go any furthei· 
in land settlement. 

Mr. RLSSELL: That is what he said. 
Mr. W ALSH: I am afraid that the hon. 

member has distort< d his statement. Refer­
ence has been made to the Eungella land. 
Th" hon. member for Normanby refened 
to a man who inspected it after forfeiting 
a block he had taken up and worked else­
where. I should like to remind hon. 
members that out of fortv-three blocks sub­
mitted to ballot, thirty-n~ino were selected, 
,-hioh in it<elf prm·es that the land is good 
land. The officers of the department, who 
have a knowledge of the laeds throughout 
the State. are in a position to know the 
quality of the Enngella bnd. Thcv h>tYe 
intimated that it is equal to any other land 
in Queensland. \',T e cannot act contrary to 
their reports; they an~ n1en of exrH:rif'ncc. 
I have inspected the Eungella land, and a" 
one with land experience I can say that 
there is a great future for Eungella, not 
only in land settlement but also from a 
tourist traffic poiJJt of view. 

The policy of lhc Go,·ernment in making 
access roads before blocks are opened to 
selection is one to be commended, and 
probably that is why the northern areas are 
not being settled so quickly as hon. members 
opposite "ould like. The Leader of the 
Opposition quoted from the report of the 
Royal Commission on the Development of 
l'\orth Queensland, appointed bv his Govern­
ment, which intimated that something like 
2,000,000 acres of land were available for 
settlement in North Queensland. If wo are 
to accept the statement of the Minister-as 
interpreted by the Leader of the Opposition 
-that we have reached saturation point in 
land settlement, then the report quoted by 
the Leader of the Opposibe>n in die .to; th'lt 

r 111 r. W alsh. 

the Minister has be~n succc'ssfnl in settling 
those districts eluting the thrc'c "ears that 
he has been in control of the dcpadmcnt. 

Mr . .YlOORE: No, he has not settled it. 

J\Ir. \VALSII : I mn only tal\ ing the hon. 
gentleman's word. 

The SECRETARY Fon Pt-BLIC LA~m; : The 
settlers are on the land >1h·eady. 

2Hr. MooRE: They are not on Kirrama. 

l\Ir. \YALSH: If \Ye take the statement 
of the Minister, as interpreted by the 
Leader of the Oppocition, that land must 
no» be settled. That is aL bv the "ay. \Ve 
aru quite satisfied after rm:iewing all the 
circumstances that the Govcrruncnt have 
done their best. That \\as c.-idcrnly the 
mind of the people at the general elections 
last l\Ia:y. The people in the Xorth. ospe­
cialJv in the J\1irani eiectcratc, are quite 
satis'fied with their policy. 

It is not expected that we should indu:go 
in back-scratching in a debate like this. 
I-Ion. members opposite would have us 
belieYe that because the hon. members for 
Carnarvon and \Varwick were candid enough 
to express their opinmn that i ~ was an inci­
dent worthy of remark. Therr attrtude rs 
not different from that of their colleagues. 
Thev are not afraid of expressing th0ir 
opir{ions, and whether they represent couf.'try 
or city electorates IS rmmatenal. Crrt}cism, 
so long as it 1s con;:;tructivc, 1s . helptul to 
Ministers. That is whv we offer rt. On the 
contrarv there is not much of value in the 
criticis~' of hon. members opposite. 

The Minister drew attention to the actJYi­
ties of his Adminsitration in connection 
with the transfer of Crown !oases. The 
hon. member for Isis interjected that the 
department V{as not taking any intere3t, in 
the transfer of leases. Had he made a study 
of the su"ar industry he "ould know full 
\\'ell that the clepartni'ent at the present time 
is taking a keen in!en,o;;t in transfers, and 
rightly so, too. I am '. onc<•rm'cl about 
quite a number of bona fide transfPrs that 
have been held up by the department 
because of a practice it has itself condoned 
for the last thirty or forty years. There is 
every justification for the holding up of 
some of these transfer•. 

Mr. 1\IooRg : That iB because of a special 
Bill that has been passed. 

Mr. \\" ALSH : It is not due to a special 
enactment but to something thH department 
should ha;·e been active in preYonting fm 
vears past. Certain se[ers of leases arP m 
Consequence suffering. ThPSC tran:;fers a:·e 
not being held up through any fault of the 
farmer or selector; the fault i> with tho 
la\Y}t:r or conunission Vf:Cllt ''"hou1 he 
engaged to do the wmk. Certain problems 
have~ arisen in the sugar industry necessi~ 
tating the closest inve -tigation into some 
of these transfers, for in several apphcatwns 
for transfers inYestigation by the depart­
ment has disclosed the fact that some n,-e 
or ,ix transfers had prm·iously taken place 
in respect of the same pro11ert:c and the 
department had not been notJfied. That IS 

a breach of the law, and inyo:ves forfeiture 
of the lease if the court should eo decide. 
Such a lessee considered when he enga.ged 
the lawver or commission agent to attrcnd 
to the t;ansfer that everything was all right. 
Quite a number of these lessees have received 
a shock in the last few weeks because the_v 
have discoYered that they are liable to lose 
their property owing to the laxity of their 
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agent. As the department has in the past 
condoned the omission the lessees should not 
suffer unless there is evidence of exploita­
tion. I understand that the facts in some 
cases show every justification for the for­
feiture of the properties. One case was 
brought under my notice where an endeavour 
at exploitation was made. A selector held 
something like 252 acres at an annual rental 
of £14 an acre, and another resident of the 
district wished to lease 8 acres, and tho 
rental to be charged was £32 for the 8 
acres. 

Mr. MooRE: Was there any cane assign­
n1ent? 

Mr. W ALSH: There was no cane assign­
ment on that portion-the owner was hold­
ing the whole of the cane assignment. Of 
course, the dcvartment refused to agree, 
and it was then .proposed that the 8 acre­
should be leased for £10, and that was 
refused. The department has taken a stand 
that I uphold, and that is that if such an 
area as that 8 acres is to be leased it 
should be leased at a rate proportionate to 
the rental paid for the whole area_ That is 
just, and I do not cavil at the policy of 
the department in the matter. 

Mr. MooRE: Unless the owner has 
improved it_ 

Mr. W ALSH : It is not cleared; it is 
Yirgin land which was to be used for banana­
growing. I consider the new office attached 
to the department to de a! with the'e cases 
is justifted. I should like th8 Minister to 
ascertain if transfers cannot be expedited. 
1 have investigated several cases and I know 
the papers were quite in order, and I do not 
consider there was any justification for the 
department's holding the transfers up for 
months_ These delays cause groat incon­
ycnicnce to people who desir0 to buy or sell. 

There is a pre<;:sing necf'~sity for a re­
organisation of the Lands Office in Mackay_ 
It is one of the most important land dis­
tricts in Queensland, and a considerable 
a.mount of land settlement has taken place 
during rc.cent years in that area_; iThe accom­
modation provided for the officials at Mackay 
is scandalous_ I had occasion recentlv to 
attend a Land Court sitting there and f;und 
myself in a room approximately 6 feet by 
8 feet in which the Land Court officials, 
witnesses, and representatives had to 
ascemble. I trust the Minister will investi­
gate the matter with a view to providing 
more suitable accommodation. 

The Mackay district also justifies the 
appointment of a land agent. The investi­
gation that is tctking place in regard to the 
transfers of leases will create more work 
for officials in that district, and it will be 
necessary to reorganise the staff_ 

The hon. member for Murrumba made 
reference to the Country Lands Development 
Fnnd. I quite agree with the hon. member 
that this has been a good fund. The money 
is made available for the purpose of improv­
ing Crown properties by way of water con­
servation and other works. I quite agree 
with the hon. member in regard to the 
restrictions in conne·ction with the employ­
ment of labour. The selector has the right 
to have the work done by contract or other­
wise, but if he desires to do the work by 
day labour he should not be called upon, if 
labour is available in the immediate vicinity, 
to get the necessary labour through a Labour 
Exchange 40, 50, or 60 miles awav. '.!'hat 
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aspect of the matter could be reconsidered 
to the mutual advantage of the department, 
the selector, and the workers. Thc man 
who is 60 or 70 miles away from the nearest 
bureau should not be forced to go to it to 
register for that class of work. I hope the 
Minister will give his attention to that 
matter if it comes within his control. and 
that if it comes within the control of the 
Department of Labour and Industry that he 
will take up the matter with that depart­
ment. 

Among the matters that have teen 
mentioned during the course of this deb<1te 
has been the allotment of £70.000 for 
impro.-ed water facilities and other 'improve­
ments on stock routes. 'l'he hon. member 
for Kcppel said the amount should be 
£1,000,000. I quite agrc>e, but I cannot 

• reconcile his statement with those made by 
other hon. members opposite from time to 
time. Quite obviously the money can. be 
obaiued onlY bv wav of loan or taxatwn. 
Members of th~ Opposition have time and 
again complained of the high taxation o.n 
the man on the land, and of the large 
amount of rnonev borrowed l;y the Govcrn­
rnent. rrhe Thliriistcr a.ppcars to be doing 
his best in this connection. There is a 
r:.ccessitv for a surYev of the stock routes 
of the "state. In the" Nebo district in my 
electorate graziers are at present faced 
with the problem of getting their stock 
throu~h to the railhead. Thev have to 
travef stock through a considerable portion 
of freehold property on which the rout:s 
arc sometimes onlv half a chain or a cham 
\Vide_ This is not in the best interests of 
either tlw cane fanners or the graziers, 
aud shonld not be allowed to continue_ 

The :\Iinister should give consideration to 
this matter. not only in my electorate. but 
also in the intcrosts of others. There should 
be. adequat• J>rOYision for the trrwelling 
of :-::tork t:O as to cn{'ourage owners. and 
drovers to rnakc u~c of the railway. 

Mr. DA::.;n;L: It would be mono--- well 
svc.nt and the Government would get a 
return on it. 

Mr. W}\LSH: I quite agree with the 
hon. memLer. 

I do not know how the department can 
justify asking the people away m the· 
north of Queensland, in the Blue Mountains, 
and Boling·broke country having to pay a 
rabbit tax. I understand boards have been 
creatf,d, but that does not make it ,,ny 
the less absurd to ask people in the north 
of Queenslan<l to pay a ra.hbit tax_ I 
trust that the Minister will give the­
matter some attention. It is just a.s ridicu­
lous as to have the cane farmers pa:'ing 
a dingo tax-and that is what they do_ 

To my mind the most interesting por!ion 
of the present debate has been the abPolute 
vindication of the policy of leasehold tenure 
adopted by the La.bour Party_ I listened' 
verv attentively to this branch of the debate, 
inb:oduced. I think, by the hon. member 
for Cook. 

Mr. DEACON: 'What have you? 
Mr. W ALSH: I have freehold I candidly 

admit, but if the Government took it from 
me to-morrow and compensated me they 
couLd have it. 

Mr. DEACO::.;: Compensate you? 
Mr. W ALSH: Yes_ The policy of the 

Labour Party upholds leasehold tenure, an<f 

M1·. Walsh.; 
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we do not go behind the backs of people to 
tell them so. I understand the hon. member 
for Faesifern has stated that he is prepared 
to hand over his property also. That is an 
indication that freehold is not as successful 
as some hon. members opposite would like 
to make out. 

Mr. MooRE: It proves that leasehold 1s 
very successful for the man who wants to 
<woid taxation. 

Mr. W ALSH: The taxation imposed b.v 
t4e Government on freehold land is negli­
gtble as compared with the amount taken 
from the freeholder by way of speculation. 
Most of the reasons advanced by the 
Opposition during the course of the debate 
h'we absolutel;y: justified the policy of the 
Labour Party m regard to perpetual lease­
hold. It 1s only a matter of time when one 
of the foremost planks of the platform of 
the Opposition Party will be leasehold 
tenure. There can be no justification for 
freehold tenure unless on the ground that 
a reasonable price is fixed for the value of 
that freehold in the first instance, either bv 
the Yaluator in the district or by a board 
::ompetent to do so. What right has any 
mdtvtdual to get away with what might be 
termed the unearned increment' That 
brings to my mind the fact that ;. Liberal 
Go,·ernment apparently had the same view. 
They put railways through certain areas and 
levtecl on the landholclers in those areas 
for the cost. That system was abolished 
later because it was thought to be a hard­
ship on the sm<J,ll selector. 

Mr. '\Iur.r.ER: But a land tax was imposed. 

. Mr. vVALSH: There '"as every justifica­
tion for a land tax. Despite what the hon. 
member for Fassifern mav say verv few 
small_ farmers are paying land tax: An 
exarmnatlon of the report of the Commis­
sioner of Taxes will disclose that that is so. 

:v1 r. lVlAHER : Tax the hotels. 

Mr. WALSH: They are taxed in another 
:va:-: .. I c~nnot see any justification for the 
mdtYrclual s gettmg away with what might 
be termed the unearned increment. Land 
may have been selected at 2s. 6cl. an acre, 
a road p~t through_ at public expense, a 
railway bmlt at public expense, and in time 
that same land sold for anything up to 
£25 an acre. The selector has clone nothing 
to earn that £25, apart from paying rates. 

Mr. Mu~LER: He might have spent pounds 
-on rmprovmg the property. 

Mr. W ALSH : I am suggesting that he is 
·not entitled to the difference between his 
purchase price and the price created by 
public Improvements. 

Mr. MAHER: Who is going to determine 
that' 

Mr. W ALSH : I know the hon. member 
would not like that state of affairs to exist 
in his electorate. One can realise that such 
a policy will not suit the big interests as 
!'epresented by hon. members opposite. Land 
1s rented by the Crown at a verv small 
.figure. Goodwill is created by that small 
rent, and the leaseholder is prepared to go 
m and exploit other individuals by taking 
. the difference above what he paid for the 
land. 

Mr. MuLL_ER: But they do not buy the 
'land. That IS a different question altogether. 

Mr. WALSH: But they are endeavouring 
to adopt the same practice as was followed 

[Mr. Walsh. 

by the freehold speculator, I am pleased 
to see that the department is taking up the 
matter and will suppress this practice in 
the very near future. 

Mr. MAHER: Where are these speculators? 

Mr. W ALSH : The Leader of the Opposi­
tion told the hon. member yesterday when 
he described the enormous rise in the price 
0f land when sugar went up to £30 6s. 8d. 
a ton. The man paying for the product was 
responsible for the increased value. What 
did the individual do to improve values? 
We have an instance of an hotel being sold 
for £60,000. Who created that value? 

Mr. MAHER: We do not know. 

Mr. W ALSH: The public created it. The 
man who buys a pot of beer is the one who 
creates those values. 

Mr. MULLER: Why do you not tax him? 

Mr. W ALSH : He is taxed. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allo;ved him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [3.55 p.m.]: I 
have listened to the remarks of hon. mem­
bers opposite, particularly to the remarks 
of the hon. member for Fassifern, which 
struck me as being a criticism of the 
Government for something the Government 
have not done. He said that we should help 
the man on the land and make conditions 
better for the youth of the State. He sug­
gested that the Government should give 
greater exemption in connection with taxa­
tion, particularly land taxation-which is, 
of course, the form we can discuss in this 
debate. Probablv the hon. member does not 
know that this State gives the greatest land 
tax exemption of any State. 

Mr. Mn.LER: That is not right. 

Mr. TAYLOR: It is right. Queensland 
has a total exemption up to £300 on certain 
land and £1,500 on other land. Therefore, 
the minimum exemption in Queensland is, 
in effect, £300, and the maximum £1,500. 
New South Wales has an exemption of £240. 
Victoria has an exemption of £250, provided 
the property owned is not of a value of 
more than £500; if the property owned has 
a value of more than £500 there is no 
exemption at all. There is no exemption in 
South Australia. \Vestern Australia has 
no exemption, except in respect of soldier 
settlements. Tasmania has no exemption at 
all. Those facb do not bear out the state­
ments made bv the hon. member for Fassi-
fern. , 

As to the land tax collected from the 
various States up to the end of the year 
1933, I should like to refer to the latest 
bulletin of the Commonwealth Statistician. 
I am not going to refer hon. members to 
statistics compiled by the Queensland Statis­
tician ; these were compiled by a Tory 
Government's statistician, and must be 
accepted by hon. members opposite-if they 
will accept anything. The hon. member 
for Fassifern must know that in the State 
of Queensland on] v 5 per cont. of the land 
is freehold, the rest being held under lease . 
He has been trying to prove that the free­
holders pay a greater tax than the lease­
holders. He has failed utterly in this 
regard, because the figures I have here show 
that Victoria-a State one-third the size 
of Queensland-coclected £503,725 in land 
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tax m the year ended December, 1933; that 
:,;outh Australia collected £306,198, and 
Queensland £442,594. 

:VIr. MULLER : You told us Jnly 5 per cent. 
of the land was freehold? 

Mr. TA YLOR: I am trying to prove that 
we have only 5 per cent. under freehold 
tenure and that practically the whole of 
the Victorian land is held under freehold 
tenure. Ninety-five per cent. of Queensland 
land is held under lease, and Queensland-the 
leaseholders-do not pay the same amount 
of tax as the £reeholders in Victoria. If 
the hon. member had known anything about 
the subject he would have given this Com­
mittee a different aspect of his case. Most 
of the people have agreed with the lease­
hold policy of the Queensland GoYernment. 
If this were not the case, the Government 
would not now be occupying the Treasury 
Benches. The majority of members on the 
Government side come from country con­
stituencies. Had the policy of the Opposi­
tion been of anv value, Opposition members 
would have b"een on this side of the 
Chamber and not in the cold shades of 
opposition. I believe that the policy of 
the Queensland Government in this matter 
of land settlement will in the future 
be recognised as a micestone in the pro­
gress of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
In the future the people will not be sub­
jected to the attention of "land sharks" and 
land dealers, particularly financial " sharks." 
I congratulate the Minister on his excellent 
administration of the department. 

Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

DISTRICT OFFICES. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

(Hon. P. Pease, Herb cri) : I move:-
" That £54,206 be granted for ' District 

Offices.' " 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [4.1 p.m.]: I 
Ehould like to draw attention to one matter 
that apparently has escaped the ~otice of the 
Minister. He complained that m grantmg 
concessions to the grazing industry, my 
Government had confined their attentions 
entirely to the large pastoralist, but I should 
like to remind him that an infinitely greater 
number of grazing farmers received con­
ce5sions. Apparently he has forgotten all 
the reductions and other concessions granted 
in connection with the Upper Burnett and 
Callicle areac·, J imbour, Cecil Plains and 
Maryvale, and other resumed estates. 
Investigations were carried out in a number 
of cases and the recommendations by the 
Land Administration Board were given 
effect to. Revaluations and reductions in 
rent were granted in every case. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Your Government almost 
gave the Inkerman irrigation scheme away. 

:!\1r. MOORE: What was the difference 
between allowmg the farmers to take over 
the scheme and pay for it themselves and 
writing off the debt? The farmers pa1d 
£200,000 for the undertaking, which was 
estimated at the outset to cost or ly £198,000. 
I do not see very much wrong with the 
arrangements made with th'~ Inkerman 
farmers. It was proved after an investi­
gation carried 01_1t, not by my Government 
but by a prevwus Governmenth that a 
tremendous amount of money ad been 
wasted in connection with the undertaking, 
and it was not fair to ask the settlers to 

carry the whole sum. In any case, thcv 
could not have done so even if they had 
been asked. 

An investigation into the Upper Burnett 
and Callide settlement was carried out by 
the district officer at Monte, and it was then 
thought that that would be the end of the 
trouble. Even the present Minister thought 
that that was going to end the trouble, but 
I am not so sure that it has been settled 
even yet. The Minister caused a further 
investigation to be made, and agreed to a 
further writing down of values, and we do 
not yet know whether that is the end of the 
difficulty. There is no doubt that a con­
siderable sum of public money was wasted 
in providing some of the water facilities, 
and that there were instances where people 
were compelled to accept them when they 
did not want them. We still have the diffi­
culty outlined by tht· hon. member for 
Normanby, despite the fact that there have 
been two or three investigations into this 
area, and one cannot tell where it is going 
to end. The question is a difficult one, but 
it has to be faced, especially when prices 
of primary products fall so steeply and new 
settlers are on the land. Thev are always 
prepared to take advantage of 'the fact that 
the Government is the landlord. They 
would not drea1u of making similar requests 
to priYatc landlords. They realise that 
when their requests are submitted to the 
Government the Government will endeavour 
to ca1-rv them out rather than take the risk 
of becoining unpopular. When an investigator 
sets out the grievances of the settler suc­
cinctly and concisely and makes definite 
recommendations. there is no option for the 
Government than to carrv them out. The 
Upper Burnett and Callide lands were care­
fully considered before they were opened 
and areas and prices decided upon. but 
conditions changed and the new settler!' 
wcere unable to meet their obligations. 
Then followed a further investigation and 
a further writing down. The same thing 
took place in connection with J}Iount 
Abundance. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAX: Order! 
I should like to remind the hon. gentleman 
that the vote under discussion is " District 
Offices." 

Mr. MOORE: All the matters that I have 
discussed have a direct bearing on district 
offices. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : " Dis­
trict Offices " is a separate vote, just as 
" Irrigation and Water Supply " is. 

Mr. MOORE : I am not discussing the 
Irrigation and Water Supply Sub-Depart­
ment. 

The PRE~IIER: Hon. members agreed at 
the beginning of the discussion of the Esti­
mates that a general discussion should take· 
place on the " Chief Office " vote of each 
department, and that the discussion on the 
other votes of the department should be 
confined to those votes. 

Mr. MOORE : I am very much obliged. 
to the Premier for his information. 

The PRE~IIER : The Chairman of Com­
mittees put that suggestion to the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. MOORE: I am very grateful to thP. 
hon. gentleman for his valuable informalion. 

Item (District Offices) agreed to. 

Mr. Moorel 
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FORESTRY. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(lion. P. Pease, Herbcrt): I move-

,, That £33,167 be granted for 
'Forestry.' " 

Mr. ~ICKLIN (Jfurru:nha) [4.7 p.m.]: I 
should hke some mformat10n as to what steps 
th: Sub-Department of Forestry is taking 
with regard to future supplies of case timber 
in fruitgrowing areas on the North Coast. 
A considerable number of ·cases are used in 
that area each year. In fact, they run into 
many thousands. This matter is therefore 
a very important one to this district. 
·supplies of case timber were obtained from 
pine tops and flooded gum timber. In cer­
tain areas mills have been unable to 
secure supplied of pine tops owing to their 
enhanced price, and consequenth- hardlv 
any pine cases have been used fdr fh-e o~ 
six years in those areas. The supplies have 
been drawn from local timbers. As a result 
enormous quantities of flooded gum and 
blackbutt have been used each vear but the 
end of the supplies of these t"imb~rs is in 
sight. A difficult position faces the fruit­
growers of those areas. It is inevitable that 
the price of case timber in those areas will 
be considerably higher within the next few 
years if steps are not taken to develol) 
sLLpp]ies. 

1 

When the hon .. member for Cunuingham 
occup1ed the positiOn now held bv the Minis­
ter he initiated a scheme for the plantino· 
of an exotic type of pine iu the Beorwah 
area. That scheme was further developed 
by the present Minister. These forests were 
looking particularly well, and if they had 
contmued to develop as they did at first 
would have solved the problem. Unfortun­
ately, trouble has occurred that makes it 
unwi,e to plant timber in that area until 
such time as it is overcome. This occur­
renc~ has further jeopardised the supply 
of timber for easemaking in this area. I 
suggest that certain timbers in the State 
forests at Mapleton and ohewhere that are 
not now commercial assets should be set 
aside for this .purpose. Bla~kbutt is a good 
t1mbcr for cases provided it is used immedi­
·ately. It is useless to keep this timber any 
length of time be-cause it becomes very hard 
and splits when a nail is driven into it. 
Flooded gum is almost as good as pine for 
case timber. It might be possible by planting 
and regeneratiOn of the natural forests to 
·eonsiderably enhance the flooded gum and 
blackbutt stands in those areas. Experi­
ments could also be carried out with other 
timbers likely to be suitable for case­
making. The Sub-Department of Forestry 
has conducted some experiments along those 
lines. In view of the seriousness of the 
position facing the fruitgrowcrs of that area 
I ask the Minister to give the matter serious 
consideration. 

I also desire to comment on the action of 
the Minister and his officials in initiating 
inquiries to exploit the possibility of estab­
lishing a wood wool industry in this State. 
The fruit jndustry and t~e egg industry are 
usmg considerable quantities of wood wool. 
At the present time this is being imported 
from Victoria and Tasmania. The pine­
apple growers in Queensland used over 100 
tons of this product last year, and its use is 
increasing each year. It appears strange 
that a State that has such excellent timber 
·resources should be importing this product 

[Mr. Nicklin. 

from the other Stat"<. I feel certain a wood 
wool industry could be successfully developed 
in this State, and I hope the investig·ations 
the Minister has instituted will bear fruit. 

Another product I wish to refer to is tung 
oil. I understand the Sub-Department of 
Forestry has a tung-oil plantation at the 
1\Iary Valley. When we are investigating 
new avenues of production in this State, I 
feel attention should be giYen to its possibi­
lities. It is a product of the tung-oil tree, 
and is used nry extensively throughtout the 
world for the manufacture of paints, Yar­
mshes, enamels, duco', rubber substitutes, and 
linoleum. and there is an ever-increasing 
demand for it. At the present time in Aus­
tralia we use in the vicinity of 500.000 gallon' 
annually, which is importod from China and 
the L"nited States. It appears to me there 
are great possibilities for developing the 
tll11g-oil industry in this State. which would 
at least supply a considerable portion of our 
requirements. Unfortunately, owing ·to the 
operations of some " go~getter " companies, 
tung oil is under a cloud, and many growers 
of this product do not regard it with great 
favour owing to the amount of money thev 
lost through their operations. I invi"te th0 
Minister to im·cstigate the possibility of 
carrying out an oxperirnent in growing tung­
oil trees on the lands in the forestry arc;1s 
he already holds at Beerwah and Glass House 
Mountains. 
~\ccording to the bulletin issued by the 

Technological Museum, Sydney, the tung-oil 
nut grovvn in Queens!and is superior to t}Je 
tunc-oil r.ut grown in other parts of Au'­
tralia. According to experiments, the weight 
of the nut grown at Pennant Hills, New 
South Wales. was 33 grammes; that grown 
at the \Vollongbar Experiment Farm, near 
Lismore. New South \Vales, was 40.5 
grammes; and that grown at Mr. K. A. 
Elder's. Landsborough. Queensland, was 
41.51 grammes. 

The TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order : 
The hon. member's remarks would be more 
applicable during the discussion on the vote 
for the Department of Agriculture and 
Stock. 

Mr. NICKLIN: The Snb-Department of 
Forestry has a tung-oil plantation, and I 
suggest it should extend its experiment to the 
coastal areas. According to the experiments 
conducted by the Technological Museum with 
American seed supplied by Dr. L. A, Jordan 
the yield of oil was 43.5 per cent. From 
the YaP[(bc Valley, China-which is the 
test of comparison--the yield of oil from 
kernels was 52.7 per cent .. whereas from the 
nuts grown by Mr. Elder at Landsborough 
the amount of oil amounted to 65.9 per 
cent. This shows there arE' possibilities in 
the growing of the tung-oil tree on the 
coastal districts of the State, and if experi­
ments wore made on the forestry areas at 
Beerwah and Beerburrum they might be the 
muns of building up an industry of some 
value to the poorer belts of land in the 
coastal areas. There are several small blocks 
of these trees in the vicinity of Glass House 
Mountains. They appear to be growing 
very wull, but whether they will produce 
nuts of a commercial value remains to be 
proved. 

Mr. DEACO:"< (Cunningham) [4.16 p.m.]: 
I observe from the report of the Sub-Depart­
ment of Forestry that during the past few 
years there has been a large increase in the 
timber cut on Crown land and that the 
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Government have benefited to a large extent. 
I am sorry to sec, however, that this large 
increase in the timber cut from Crown land 
is to a groat extent caused by the complete 
ct<Hing out of private lands. We were given 
to understand that the timber trade is pros­
pering, but judging from the contents of 
tho report and from the general outlook the 
prosperity of the timber industry is not 
likely to be longlivod. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It will 
sec you and me out. I heard that about 
coal when I was a youngster. 

Mr. DEACON: I do not know whether 
the Sub-Department of Forestry intends to 
go out within a year or two, but I can tell 
the hon. gentleman that I have no intention 
of cutting out within the next ten years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : As I 
have stated, the same pessimism was dis­
played ~ts regards coal when I was a young­
ster. Dark pictures were painted of the 
condition of the country without coal; never­
theless at the present time there is a very 
small market for the coal availab:e. 

Mr. DEACON: The officers of the Sub­
Department of Forestrv are verv capable 
men and good business' men. Th.ev handle 
the timber business very well ind~ed and 
from the figures they give it would appear 
that Withm ten vears the timber cut out of 
the State will be considerablv decreased. 
Supplies of hardwood on private land are 
prac!lcally non-existent and consequently a 
greatn quantity Is bemg taken from Crown 
land. This means that in a comparatively 
short space of time supplies will have to be 
obtamcd at a greater distance from the 
rai_lway line and thus necessitate higher 
pnces. That is not what we had hoped for 
and cortamly not what the Minister led us 
to expect in the debate on the previous 
year's Estimates. According to his remarks 
last year the forestry industry would prosper 
for ewr and there would be supplies of cheap 
tunber for a very long period. Now it would 
appear that within a very short time timber 
will be dearer. 

Mr. JESSSON: That is only supposition. 
Mr. DEACO:'J: No. That is in the report 

of the dc·partment. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It does 

not say that. 

Mr. DEACON: It says something very 
much hke It. It says that the cut on private 
land is almost exhausted; that the increase 
in the cut on Crown land is due to the 
exhaustion of the private lands. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Ve have 
not yet reached saturation point in our 
timber cut. 

Mr. DEACON: No, but we shall shortly 
reach extinction point, and that is a serious 
matter for Queensland. 

Mr. JESSON: You are crossing bridges 
before you come to them. 

Mr. DEACON: I am only crossing bridges 
constructed by officials of the Sub-Depart­
ment of Forestry. They are the experts, 
and that is their opinion. Hardwood is 
used to a considerable extent in Queens­
land. Our railways use enormous quan­
tities for sleepers. Ironbark has been proved 
to stand up longer than any otllllr timber 
when placed upon the ground. l£x:pcriment, 
may be conducted in the future as to ways 
of successfully using soft Limbers for this 

purpose, but we are concerned with the 
present. ·we can really say that our best 
hardwoods are no more. vVe all know that 
this point would be reached sooner or later. 
It has been predicted for years by the Sub­
Department of Foreotry. Many men and 
women are dependent upon the timber 
trade. and we cannot shut down supplies 
while we have the timber. Our best course 
is to develop hardwood forest reproduction 
to a much greater extent than we propose 
to do even this year. Most of the lands 
that grow good hardwood are unsuitable for 
other purposes. Hardwood grows best in 
sandv soil or hard, gravelly, mountainous 
country. Those lands arc certainly unsuited 
to the growing of any other crop. 

We are planting soft woods more exten­
sively, but when our natural forests a.re 
cut out we shall not be able to draw imme­
diately from our p:anted areas. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC LANDS : The 
experts do not say that. 

Mr. DEACON: They say that we can 
expect the end of our softwood fore,ts within 
the next decade, at the present rate of 
cutting, and our p:anted trees will certainly 
not be readv for use as timber within that 
time. I kli'ow what member- on this side 
of the Committee want, and I know also 
what members on the opposite side of the 
Committee want. 

Mr. T. L. vVH.LIHIS : You must be a clair­
voyant. 

Mr. DEAC0:\1: I know what the members 
representing the electorates in which the 
State forests are situated demand of the 
Minister. He has no need to tell me that. 
They want to cut them up and open the area 
for selection. Is that not so? At any rate, 
so far as I am concerned, I do not believe 
in cutting up the State forests. I say that 
we have not got enough State forests nor 
have we got the areas suitable for putting 
under forest. Much of our State forests 
are situated in mountainous country. 

Mr. JESSON: It is only natural for forests 
to be in mountainous country. 

Mr. DEACON: That is so. Experience 
all over the world shows there is a desire 
to strip the mountainous country of timber, 
but once you start to do that, you start 
to lose the soil. It slips away or is washed 
away, and in a very short time the land 
is not worth anything for any purpose. 
That has been proved at Helidon. Some 
mountainous country around there has been 
stripped of scrub to make the land avail­
able for grazing purposes. You will not see 
a blade of grass growing on the mountain 
side now whether you look in a good season 
or a bad. The land is bare, and the soil 
is gone, and that is happening all over the 
world. 

Mr. T. L. \VILLIDIS: Rainfall would be 
affected, too. 

Mr. DEACOJ\;': It would. It has been 
proved over and over again that once you 
strip a mountain of its timber the rainfall 
for that area is diminished. 

Mr. JESSON: You do not believe in fores­
try? 

Mr. DEACON: I do, and I am arguing 
that we should not touch the mountains at 
all. 

Mr. JESSON: Do you mean to leave the 
trees there for all time? 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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Mr. DEACON: Take what you want of 
them, but if you take one tree out put 
a.nother in its place. I am referring to the 
indiscriminate cutting of the timber, which 
ruins the country. 

I know that the Minister has marked out 
some areas for selection, and one of those 
areas is the Eungella district. For agri­
cultural purposes this is poor country in the 
North. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You 
have not been there. I will take you up 
some day. 

Mr. DEACON: I can take the hon. 
gentleman there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : You 
might lose your way ! 

Mr. DEACON: No; I should not do that. 
I was guided through that district by the 
settlers there, and they took me to the 
best spots and showed me what had hap­
pened. The soil was analysed by an expert 
from the Department of Agriculture. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Ho said 
th11t it was as good as the soil at Athorton 
or M:Jcuy. " 

Mr. DK\COJ\' : The analyses of the first 
samples disclosed that the soil was not good. 
In any case, the blocks are situated on a 
high mountain rauge and even if the soil 
were good it would be only a matter of a few 
years after the country was stripped of its 
timber till it would disappear. That will 
happen as sure as night follows day. The 
Minister is not doing the settlers a good 
turn. They arc working an asset which 
depreciaies as time goes on. They have to 
work hard to clear the land and there Is 
no increase in the value of the land to com· 
p<msate them for the denudation of timber. 
In Victoria. selections heavilv timbered were 
made aYailable on the Gippsland Mountain, 
and as high as £8 an acre was paid for tho 
land in its Yirgin state. It was denuded of 
its timber and converted into dairy farms, 
and because of the initial success of tho 
venture the land realised boom prices. 
According to the "Australasian " these blocks 
can now be purchased with all improvements 
at less than half the original cost-the 
depreciation in value has been so heavy. 

vVc must not make the same mistakes 
11; ha Ye been made in other parts of the 
world, and if the Minister is anxious to do 
his duty he will retain the forest country 
and not throw it open for selection. He 
will aho see that an extensive programme 
of reforestation is carried out. Our forests 
can provide pmployment for a very large 
number of men and are doing so to-day. It 
is the dub- of the Government to retain 
the forest ~ountry so as to provide employ­
m~ent for the workers and keep the saw­
mills going. The timber areas are valuable 
assets and the 1\1inister should make every 
endeavour to usr, the timber in the best 
interests of the State. Young trees will 
haYe to be planted. We cannot all engage 
jn fanning or raising sheep. 

At the present time world markets for 
primary produce are over-supplied. The 
United States of America has adopted an 
agricultural adjustment scheme providing 
for the restriction of primary production 
over a period of years. For instance, there 
is an area limit and a bale limit for each 
man growing cotton. Tobacco, wheat, and 
other products have restrictions imposed by 
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direction of the Government in an endPavour 
to permit some of the people to earn a. 
Jiying. We are approaching the time when 
we shall probably have to adopt a similar 
sclwme. Already there is talk of limiting 
the amount of butter that may be exported 
to the old country. Every country in the 
'vorlc1 engaged in agriculture is consider­
ing the necessity of imposing restrictions 
on production, but here is one industry in 
respect of which no limitation on production 
is proposed, an industry that we can develop 
for our own requirements, and one that can 
find a ready market in Australia. Of course

1 
I refer to the timber industry. We shoula 
develop it while we can derive some benefit 
from it, always remembering that it will be 
necessary to replant the area as the matured 
timber is removed. The State could emhark 
with profit on the industry of farming land 
with timber. I commend that suggestion to 
the Minister. 

Mr. JESSON (Il rnnedy) [ 4.35 p.m.] : I 
congratulate the Sub-Department of Forestry 
not only on its research work but on its 
wonderful progress during the last three 
years. The forestry exhibit at the Royal 
National Association's show in Brisharw last 
August excited the admiration of thl many 
thousands of people who inspected it. 

Mr. BRAND: It was the finest display ever 
exhibited there. 

Mr. JESSON : In my opinion it was the 
finest display ever shown in Queendand. It 
reflected not only the enterprise but also the 
initiative of the Sub-Department of Forestry. 

The hon. member who has just resumed 
his seat made pessimistic utterances about 
the timber supplies of Queensland cutting 
out within two or three years. I-Ic certainl:l 
has not travciled bcvond the crwironmcnt 
of his own electorate.' 

Mr. MAHER: His reference wu• tn soft. 
vvoods. 

Mr. JESSON: The hon. member for 
Cunningham referred to hardwoods. too. 
He referred to all classes of timber. 

Mr. DEACOK : I said softwoods would be 
almo;:t extinct in ten years. 

~Ir. JESSOJ\': The Kirrama lands. which 
were recently opened up by the construction 
of a road, are estimated to contain 100.000,000 
ft:et c·f Yarious clas~·--. of tirnbcr. r-rhc·re i~ 
an abundance of all kinds of timber along 
tho coastal area from Mount Spe" tc Cook­
town. It i;; true that it may be a little 
difficult to work. but with the a)lpli,ation 
of n1odern n1achinery and sr:icncc tho~c 
difficulties arc not insurmountable•. \\'hen 
I returned frorn the ~,var flftc>0n or ~·'Y,'nteen 
years ago I ohtai11ecl a jcb on the ro;H] 
that was then being constructed to the 
Tambourine Mountain. Mr. Lahcy as then 
oneratino· a big tirnber mill at Cauungra. 
Ij_ spent ~any of rny Saturdays and SundaY~ 
exploring the scrubs for orchid' and ferns. 
In doing so I saw tin1ber situated in such 
inaccessible locations that it was not profit­
able to fall and convey it to the mill. I 
visited the locality a.gain some time a<;y 
and \vas tl~Urpriscd to sf~e that all tlns 
timber had been felled and milled. Modern 
science had surmounted the diffice>lties that 
faced the timber-getter yL·ars ago. It is 
onlv a mvth that timber cannot be ohnmed 
in "cortaill areas, as the hon. nH-nnbcr for 
Cunningham asserts. It is only a 'tock 
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argument and a reflection on the depart­
ment. 

Mr. DEACON: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member said I made a reflection 
on the department. I did not make any 
reflection on the department. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member for Kennedy must accept the 
denial of the hon. member for Cunningham. 

Mr. JESSON: I accept his denial. The 
timber on the coastal areas from Mossman 
and Daintree River to Gooktown have never 
been properly exploited. 

At 4.40 p.m., 
Mr. Knw (Maree), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Gledson 
in the chair. 

Mr. JESSO:\': There are vast stretche" of 
softwoods and hardwoods, particularly hard­
woods, on those areas. When hon. members 
opposite speak as they did this afternoon, 
they are doing what they accused the Minis­
ter of doir:g on Tuesday-they are giving 
the State a bad advertisement. The State 
has sufficient timber in various stages of 
growth to supply home requirements and 
provide a considerable amount for export. 

At the present time there are firms in 
Cairns and on the Tableland who go 
out into the surrounding scrubs and 
collect old roots and stumps of certain tim­
bers, which are sent to America to be con­
verted into veneers, and that trade has 
developed to such an extent that a very 
considerable amount of money is being 
derived from it, which is of assistance to 
the Commonwealth Government in their 
effort to regain trade equilibrium. 

Regarding softwoods, it is estimated that 
there are 160,000,000 feet of pine in the 
BlacbtonE! district ready to be removed. I 
inspected the Goodnight serub, and there 
are many millions of feet of pine in that 
scrub fit for removal when the necessary 
road facilities are provided. I saw the 
pine in various stages of growth-from 
seedlings as big as a pencil up to the gigantic 
tree that had reached maturity. That scrub 
will provide a continuity of supplies of soft­
wood for many years, which demonstrates 
that there is no foundation for the remarks 
of the hon. member for Cunningham. If 
one merely travels in the western country. 
which ha~ Jargc areas covered with sandal­
wood trees, and does not make investiga­
tions about the timber resources in other 
part" of the State. one mav thillk there is 
a shortage of good timbers. There are 
forests in Queensland that have never been 
investigated. 

Mr. DEACON: Where is the timber'? 

Mr .. JESSO:\': The hon. member should 
l1ave been listening. I invite the hon. mem· 
ber to come up North with me, and I will 
show him some of the t;mber resources in 
that area. 

I take this opportunity of congratulating 
the sub-department upon the forestry display 
at the Exhibition. I spent many hours see­
ing the various timbers and the articles 
made from them, and I consider the display 
one of the fmest I have seen. It is a pity 
it cannot be sent to Sydney or Melbourne. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA!>!DS : It has 
grmc to ::\1elbourne. 

Mr. JESSON: I am sure it will be a great 
ndYcrti,cment for Queensland. 

:Yir. J>L\XWELL (1'oo1conq) [4.45 p.m.]: 
The hon. uwmber who has just resumed his 
seat referred to the b0autiful display of 
timber by the Sub-Departmed of Forestry 
at the National Exhibition. In my opinion. 
the display was incomplete. These remerb 
are not made by way of cttrpmg cn tlCISlll, 
but because I consider it is in the interests 
of the industry that I should mention this 
matter. I, together with many others, was 
much impressed by the display of beautiful 
timbers grown in Queensland. The t1mbers 
were well exhibited. but one Important 
matter had been oYer-looked. There was no 
information displayed publicly or available 
to> the public as to the cost per square yard 
or foot of parquetry or panelling, for 
instance. I would also rcminc1 the Jlllinister 
that it would be a very good plan to arntllge 
for the exhibit to be sent lo :\1Plbourne. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It has 
gone. During the last Melbourne Show ~he 
exhibit and the timbers received great pra1se. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The Minister should see 
to it that the men in charge of the exhibit 
are in a position to give the public informa­
tion as to the cost of the different tim­
bers when used either for parquetry or 
panelling. As is well known, the first con­
cern of a visitor in such matters is the 
effect it will have on his pocket. A com­
parison could then be made with the costs 
of parquetry and linoleum. I had the 
pleasure o( hearing one leading citizen 
say that it was a very beautiful exhibition, 
but he also drew attention to the lack of 
information as to the cost of using the 
timbers. I congratulate the officers of the 
department upon their work and courtesy, 
and on the manner in which the exhibit was 
displayed, but if they could give the pubcic 
the necessary information as to costs I 
have no doubt that there would be a great 
increase in the use of the woods. Certainly, 
at the Driohano Exhibition no one could 
give the informatiou. 

Mr. BRAKD (lsi,,) [4.49 p.m.]: The 
forestry industry is of importance to my 
electorate. In that area is situated the 
most unique pine scrub in Australia, cer­
tainly in Queensland. It is a pine scrub 
that is self-regenerating. The scrub will 
live in perpetuity and without reforestation 
will continue to produce pine. The question 
of reforestation is an important one gener­
ally. In the piuc tree scrubs of Queensland 
aJtcr the timber has been harvested the 
trees must be replanted. 

In Queensland there is to be found the 
finest of anv cabinet woods in the world. 
Queensland i>imbers should therefore be pre­
served. \Vc. on this side. h<1ve advocated 
that thoro should be a reclassification of 
the land in the forestry reserves throughout 
the State. I again urge this upon the 
Minister. A number of reserves have bePn 
denuded cf their pine trees and other soft­
woods, and in many cases nothing has been 
done towards reforestation. Nianv areas 
may be found in these forest reser;·es that 
arc' not suitable for growing pine: they 
would be better if brought under agriculture 
awl clowr settlement conditions. For that 
reason I comider that a reclass;fication of 
the land in all these timber reserYes, would 
he the best means of assisting the Minister 
to do ,,,.hat is in the best interests of the 
State. 

I understand that the hon. member for 
Cunningham mentioned that it was believed 

1l1 r. Brand.] 



840 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

rhat a report would soon be laic! upon th£> 
table of this Committee by the Minister 
that would indicate that our softwoods 
would be cut out in ten years' time. 1 
take it that that statement will be based 
upon an es·timate of the quantity of pine 
that we have in Queensland. I have con­
tended for many years that our pine wealth 
has been estimated on a very conservative 
basis. The reason of this is quite obvious. 
One little scrub in mv area was estimated to 
contain 150,000 supe-rficial feet of timber 
two years ago. The man who purchased 
that scrub has already cut over 1,000,000 
superficial feet, and is still cutting. I 
believe that many of our forests will prove 
to contain much more timber than the 
actual estimates. In fact the experience of 
past harvesting operations proves this to 
be so. We shall have pine for a 
considerable number of years, and we are 
now cutting at the rate of over 100,000,000 
superficial feet per annum I am satisfied 
that we shall have sufficient pine for a 
number of years, not only for our own 
requirements, but also for export to the 
other States. Much of the pine that is 
harvested in Queensland to-day is finding 
markets in other States of the Common­
wealth. 

I should like to see the Sub-Department 
of Forestry persevere with its system of 
finding cabinet woods in the great forests 
of our State. It is true that the exhibit 
at the recent Roval National Association 
Show was one of the finest we have had in 
the State, and, I think, one of the finest 
ever seen in Australia. It Jisclosed that we 
have remarkable woods, and that we have 
a department that is discovering that timber~ 
that were previously considered to be of 
little value arc really magnificent for use 
as cabinet woods. 

I desire to refer to the actiYities of the 
Minister with regard to that large forest 
reserve in my electorate l"llown as the 
Goodnight Scrub. That forest contains 
something like 16,300 acres of continuous 
pine scrub. Quite recently the Minister 
for Transport took a party to that scrub, 
and the members of that party were able 
to see pine growing in its natural condition. 
They were very impressed with the large 
amount of national wealth contained in 
that scrub. The Secretary for Public Lands 
ha? visited it previously, but, unfortunately, 
pnvate reasons prevented my meeting him 
on that occasion. I understand that the 
people there took the Minister into the 
hPart of the scrub and showed him the 
wealth there. Since the Minister visited 
that place, he has taken action with regard 
to access roads to that area and at the 
present time officers of his d~partment are 
investigating the best means of opening up 
access roads. I think he should seriously 
consider the method of transport from that 
area. When the Moore Government were 
in power the settlers asked for an extension 
of the Goondoon-\Vallavillo line to a point 
called Morganville, which is 6~ miles from 
W alia vi !le. 

The Moore Government recognised the tre­
mendous national wealth in the scrub and 
built the line. I should like to tell the 
Minister that prior to the building of the 
line it was costing about Ss. 3d. a hundred 
feet to transport tlw pine from the scrub 
to the railhead at Wallaville, but to-day it 
is only costing 4s. 3d. to the railhead at 
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Morganville. The State is therefore saving 
4s. a hundred feet in transport cosrs alone, 
because of the extension of railwav line. 
That saving is not only a wonderful help 
to the department but is also of great value; 
t•J the s·ottlers, who have been settled in the 
area for many years. I believe that in the 
transport of timber only one method ~s 
satisfactory, and that is by rail. I_t 1s 
impossible to transport timber econonncally 
anv distance bY anv other known means. 
'rile days of the builock wagon ha ,.o gone, 
and motor transport cannot give the s0rvice 
that the railway has given. It is a great 
pity I think, that the Government do not 
reco'gnise a service is warranted that 
would bring to the State the greatest amount 
of wealth. In this respect, the people of 
that centre realise~and I think an;wnc who 
studies it from a practical point of view 
must realiso~that rail transport would be 
of <n·eat value to the State as a whole. 
We have a fine pine scrub that only requires· 
transport sen-ice and one or two men to 
care for tho natural regeneration. It does 
not require replanting by hand as nature 
performs that service. It is a scrub that 
will continually add to the wealth of the· 
country and I urge upon the_ Minister .. after 
having visited that area, that ho serwusly 
consider the matter of urging upon the 
Government the building of a railway line 
iHto the centre of that scrub, thereby makmg 
available to his department the whole of 
the wealth of that area. 

The hon. member for Kennedy has referred 
to his visit to that scrub. I think the 
Minister is thoroughlv convinced that we 
have one of the fine,t' scrubs that could be 
found anywhere, and I sincerely urge him 
to give the matter of transport very serious 
thought. He must recognise that there is 
only one means of transport for pine, and 
that is by the railway system. 

There are many areas of marketable 
timber in my electorate, where sufficient 
quantities of young timber arc being made 
available .by hand planting. Some years 
ago the department derided to earry 
out reforestation on Fraser Island. I have 
had an opportunity to observe the benefit 
of that work, and I warn the Government 
that we should recognise our responsibilities 
in connection with reforestation so as to 
replace the timber that nature provided and 
wo havP ueerl. As the hem. member fo1· 
Cunningham ha& pointed out, the industry 
can provide employment for many thousands 
of people-. During the past twelve months 
the Minister has recognised his responsibili­
ties in some of the areas, but I would urge 
him to make provision for the requirements 
of future years whilst the present areas are 
being denuded. Fortunately, artificial 
reforestation is not necessary in the Good­
night scrub. _,·here the young growth is 
being provided in abundance by natural 
regeneration. 

Queensland hoop pine is recognised as the 
finest softwood in the war Id, and can even 
be classified as a. special cabinet wood. We 
have many millions of feet. of softwoocls in 
this Stat0, and the :\:I:inister shoulrl act 
judiciously in drawing on our standing Hn1-
ber supplies so that the people moy receive 
the fullest value for the wcaith provided by 
nature. We cannot afford to cut valuable 
timber indiscriminat0lv. We must assume 
the important responsibility of replacing the 
valuable timber wealth of the people. Some 
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years ago the Labour Party severely critr­
·ciscd anv suggestion that our forests should 
be denuded of their timber and consistently 
arguer! that Governments should preserve 
the natuul wealth of the people. I hope 
that the Minister will continue to recognise 
that this wealth belongs to the people and 
that it should not be sacrificed for the 
purpooe of enriching a few. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: No free­
holds'! 

Mr. BRAND: Timber land has been made 
available on the freehold tenure, but I 
understand that the amount of softwood 
drawn from private holdings to-day is almost 
negligible and that practically the whole 
.of the softwood supplies of the State are 
in the hands of the Crown. vVe must recog­
nise the necessity of providing employment 
by approving of some logging operations, and 
eo long as the people are able to enjoy the 
greatest vermanent return from their timber 
wealth no objection can be offered to logging 
-operations, in some cases on a large scale. 

I appreciate the activities of the Minister 
in his desire to provide access roads to the 
Goodnight scrub, but before any action is 
taken to provide a suitable means of trans­
port to cope with heavy traffic, I should like 
him to consider the railway system as a 
preferable mode. I believe that. the railway 
system offers a better means of transport to 
cope with the heavy traffic that eventually 
will come from this area. I am sure that 
the ::\1inister for Transport will agree with 
my suggestion. In any case, he can lend 
2 helping hand by urging the Government to 
tl•OY<' in that direction and thereby reap 
1ilP greatest benefit for the State. 

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [5.5 p.m.]: I 
take this opportunity of congratulating the 
S•Ah-Department of Forestry on the very 
cv'ellent work it is doing, not only in reforcs­
ta,tion but also in building up the timber 
«sscts of this State. I was forcibly struck 
some years ago by the action of Australian 
manufacturers, principally in the Southern 
States, in importing hardwood from Canada, 
particularly blackwood, to supply the 
requirements of loca,l motor body builders. 
To.day, very little of that timber is being 
imported into Melbourne or Sydney. That 
is because Queensland timbers have been 
brought before the notice of manufacturers, 
who haYe found them more suitable than 
imported timbers. 

I was in Sydney in 1912, in the shearing 
{)ff-season, and secured a temporary job 
witu Hardy and Sons, Pyrmont, one of 
the largest importers of timber in Aus­
tralia. My job was to cart timber off the' 
DarliJJg Harbour wharf. At that time two 
sing:c.horse drays were working day in, day 
out, week in, 'veek out, yea.r in, year out, 
carting timber imported from Camtda to this 
mill. To-day that firm is using an enormous 
amount of spotted gum, grey ironbark, and 
mountain ash timbers that are grown on 
the northern coast of New South Wales 
and Queensland. La.st Easter twelve 
months I had the pleasure of aga,•n visiting 
this timber yard. I found some of the men 
I worked with twenty years previc;u"ly still 
working in the same job, and noted the 
addecl interest that had accrued throng h the 
development of the motor industry. I was 
struck forcibly with the ma.nner in which 
hardwood grown on the northern coast of 
l\'e"- South Wales and Queensland was being 

used in the mill. That is evidence that tbce 
Sub-Department of Fore-try is doing its work 
faithfully and well. It was also proved to 
me that its action in pushing Queeneland 
timbers had added to the prestige of Am­
tralian timbers, and had demonstrated in 
a practical manner that spokes, felloes, etc., 
of wheels of motor cars, lorries, and trucks 
could be manufactured from them. 

During the last twelve months I have visited 
va,rious parts of the State, including one 
or two centres where the Stl.b-Department 
of Forestrv has embarked on reforestation 
work and- am satisfied with the work 
done. The main business of this depart­
ment to-day is not only to market the 
timber required for Australian consumption 
and find revenue for consolidated revenue, 
but also to replace that timber with suffi­
cient growth to provide for the future 
requirements of Australia. Some time ago, 
with several other hon. members on this 
side of the Committee, I accompanied the 
Secretary for Mines to Maryborough. vVe 
were there taken over one of the largest 
sawmills in the State, owned by Hyne and 
Son. I have a fair idea of what a sawmill 
is like ; I found to my surprise that no 
modern methods existed for the handling 
of timber received into the sawmill. The 
supplies were received from Fraser Island. 

Tha.t reminds me that the " districting " 
of mills by the department is another 
admirable feature of its work. It enables 
an area in which timber is grown to supply 
a mill in that district. That will probably 
save huge costs in transportation. It is 
essential to reduce the cost of production 
as much as possible. In that mill yard we 
were shown a room completely constructed 
of Queensland hardwoods, which were stained 
and varnished. For the purposes of house 
construction, particularly inside decorations, 
such as panelling and dadoes, our hardwoods 
are eminently suitable, and the result 
obtained is very pleasing to the eye. If 
hardwood is properly seasoned before it is 
used it will last almost indefinitely. 

I trust the department will continue the 
good work it is carrying out, and that Mr. 
Grenni ng and his staff will be able, in 
three or four years' time, to claim still that 
the reforestation scheme in this State is 
just as far ahead of the reforestation schemes 
in other States as it is to-day. 

Mr. RL'SSELL (Hamilton) [5.12 p.m.]: 
There has been a long conflict between agri­
culture and forestry, and we see the result 
in other parts of the world where reforesta­
tion has been neglected. In South Africa 
large deserts may be observed that were 
formerly covered with dense forests. The 
same ti1ing occurs in .Asia and in Europe; 
but European countries go to no end of 
trouble to preserve their forests and increase 
their growth. In Australia, although we 
talk a good deal about reforestation, we arf; 
sadly behind. In Queensland we have dis­
posed of our assets to the extent of 
£2,200,000, and of that sum a little more 
than a quarter has been utilised for reforesta­
tion purposes. As a matter of fact the 
Treasurer's deficit benefited last year. to the 
extent of £167,000, that amount being the 
net surplus derived from forestry. Succes­
sive Governments have ca,rried on the prac­
tice of transferring the net proceeds of the 
sale of these assets to consolidated revenue. 
[ have always contended that money should 
be earmarked, either for the reduction of the 

Mr. Russell.] 
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national debt or for the creation of some 
new asset. The money has come in handy 
for every Treasurer. and the present Trea­
surer is no exception to the rule-he is glad 
to get such a handsome accretion to his 
funds as £167,000. 

Last year was a year of grPat activity 
for the Sub-Department of Forestry. It had 
a record revenue of over £300,000, a record 
cut of softwoods totalling about 95 000 000 
superficial feet, and a record cut of hardw~ods 
tot~lling abot:t 20,000,000 superficial feet, 
whtch was twice as much as the preceding 
year. The policy has been to put men into 
employment, and I agree with that policy 
because while reforestation should demand 
o_ur attention we must give prior considera­
tion to the present over the future. While 
we ;all regret that there is a gap between the 
solhng of our logs and their replacement by 
proper reforestatiOn methods, we cannot very 
well advocate a restriction of the activities 
of the department in finding a market for 
its matured timber. 

The sub-department is now used chiefi, as 
a rnoney-making institution for the Go-;ern­
ment. It is quite likely that the revenue 
for the present year will be a record, 
alth<:mgh the indications to-day are that 
port10n of the trade hitherto available mav 
diminish considerablv. It has been ;, 
phPnomenal year. There has been tre­
mc·ndous activity in the local and export 
murketc. There has been a big demand for 
timber for home building. A considerable 
quantity of hardwood ha, been thus utilised. 
Northern sawmillers, who had a .very lean 
tune up to last year, were able, owing to 
the cessatiOn of the wet season and the 
return of suitable conditions, to overt<J.kc 
the accumulated arrears. There has been 
a good market in the South for hoop pine, 
largely brought about by tho rebate in 
royalty on logs exported to the South. But 
that trade may not continue. In Victoria 
there have been large imports of New Zea­
land pine and Canadian Douglas fir and 
that despite the fact that Quee~sland 
endeavoured to meet the situation by 
the granting of rebates of royalty and the 
Commonwealth Government b·. placiniT a 
high protective tariff on imported wo~ds. 
There is a 10 per cent. duty and a 10 per 
cent. primage on Douglas fir logs, and on 
sawn fir the duty ranges from 10s. upwards 
per 100 superficial feet. 

The softwood supplies from Queensland 
last Far were 95,000,000 superficial feet. and 
the qucct10n naturallv arises how ]ono· the 
supplies will last. The Sub-Dcpartm;-~,t of 
Forestry is somewhat anxious as to the futuro 
o~ the hoop pine industry in Queensland. 
\\ e ore certamly not providing for the 
replacement of the supplies inasmuch as 
only 12,000 acres have !we~ replanted to 
d<J.te. 

The SEcR~TARY FOR Pc:BLIC LANDS: It Is 
incrra-;ing all the tin1e. 

Nfr. RUSSELL: It Js increasing very 
slowly indeed. The contnbutions from the 
forestry _revenue fund in past year' was 
comparatnely small, and the present Govern­
ment are only allotting £87,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Your 
Govern1nent were in the sa1ne position. 

Mr. RUS~ELL: All Govcmments have 
been very mggarclly in their contributions 
from the Loan Fund towards reforestation 
purposes. Had the Governments of the past 
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clone their plain duty there would be no 
anxiety to-day as to the probable extinction 
of our supplies of softwoods in the near 
future. The hon. member for Cunningham 
gave it as his opinion that in ten ,Vears 
Queensland would see the end of such sup­
plies. Even adding another five or ten vears 
Lo that period, at the present rate o( pro­
gress our supplies of softwood will soon be 
practically extinct. 

Mr. MAHER: Read the report of the Sub­
Department of Forestry. 

Mr. RUSSELL: I have not read that 
rc•port. The hon. member for i'\Iurrumba 
voiced the apprehension that in the near 
future we shall not have supplies of soft­
woods even for casernaking. While I regret 
that fact, we must not overlook this one­
that there are other countries in the world 
that have practically inexhaustible supplies 
of softwoods. Queensland can rest assured 
that there is no fear for the next half 
CGntury that there will he no supply of 
softwoocls. bcc.mse even if her own supplies 
cut out, supplies can be obtained from over-
seas. 

It is questionable whether the reforestation 
of softwoocls is a paying proposition. We 
all know very well that pine. naturally 
regenerated, takes a long time to mature. 
Some of the logs cut out of the scrub have 
reached the age of 400 years. Of course, 
we know also that when hoop pine is 
planted in the open it grows much more 
rapidly, but the quality is not as good as 
that of the pine grown in the natural scrub 
Therefore. the question arises whether it is 
good policy to go on planting pine or 
whether it would not he better to rest on 
the policy of growing rapidly maturing soft­
woods for casemaking purposes. Experi­
ments have been cond uctecl in the past on 
the K orth Coast with quick growing soft­
woods, but I believe without much success. 
Country that is not nocclecl for agricultural 
purposes could be used for the growing of 
softwoods that would mature at an early 
elate and provide an ample supply of case 
timber. Pine planting ha-s been conducted 
on a vast scale in South Australia. and it is 
anticipated there that plentiful supplies of 
sofh,oocl for industrial purposes will be> 
a ,·ail able in a very short time. 

'\Vhilo we regret the position with regard 
to th? softwood?, I think we are not paying 
sufficwnt attention to our hardwood supply. 
E>'eJl though 'H' sti11 have fair su~plie2, 
the fact ifi that rnanv of the Brisbnn~._ contrac­
tor::; are irnporting hardwood fron1 ?\cvv 
South \\~ales because of the difficulty of 
gctlmg local hardwood withiu easY access of 
the Brisbane market. Reforestation of hard­
wood is a clwap proposition. HanhYood 
regcncrarr:::-. it:>olf, rnaturcs Ycr:v rapidly. and 
can b€ gro·wn on areas of J a11d that arc 
totaliy unsuited for agriculture. In no other 
part of the ''or le! can hard woods be found of 
a quality equal to that of the c\w,tralian 
harclwoocls, In that we have a valuable 
asset-like the merino wool-that no other 
co~1ntry can take frorn us. Therefore, ] 
thmk w,l should devote more attention 
towards the reforestation of our harclwoods 
on a very large scale. Hardwood does not 
!Ieee! planting out like pine. It regenerates 
1tself. and all that is necessary is to go over 
the area, keep 1t clean, and cut out inferior 
species. That would provide an aYenue of 
employment for many of our youths. I am 
pleased to see that oYer 100 youths are 
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already employed in our hardwood forests. 
There is great scope here for the emplo,l' 
ment of vouths in an avenue that Will 
provide stiftlcient hardwood, not onlv for 
our own requirernents but also for eXport. 

Another timber that is indigenous in 
~ustralia is the CJ:press pine, and its position 
1s much more satisfactory. We have ample 
supplies of cypress pine to meet the building 
needs of the western country. It is a 
durable timb~r, though somewhat knotty, 
but It \nl! withstand the ravages of white­
ants. It also regenerates itself. We should 
'ee that this cypress pine is well cared for 
In doing so we shall assure an ample supplv 
of timber to meet the increasing needs o'f 
the people. 

It is admitted that we have some of the 
finest cabinet woods in the world but at the 
IJresent rate of cutting we shall 'see the end 
of supplies within a very short time. One 
must realise that after havino- seen the 
·enormous destruction of these o timbers in 
=" orth Queensland. It is a great pity that 
·one is able to see vast tracts where beautiful 
black bean have been destroyed. Our 
replantin15 of the timbers suitable for these 
fine cabmet woods has not been rapid 
enough to make up leeway. These cabinet 
woode are well spoken of all over the 
world, and veneers made from them find a 
ready sale in the Southern States and in 
Great Britain. 

One notable feature in the activities of the 
department is the phenomenal success that 
has been achieved by the Hoop Pine Plywood 
Board. When the former Administration 
were in office, and at the instigation of 
·the present member for Cooroora it was 
decided that plywood should be 'included 
-as a commodity under the Primary Pro­
ducers' Organisation and Marketing Acts. 
In 1933 the pool was consummated and every 
pi:.' wood manufacturer brought within its 
ambit. with the result that all the insane 
{'Ornpetition that took place prior to 1933 dis­
a.pfH cered and the manufacturers to-dav are 
receiving a g?od price for their product 
and have put mto employment 900 men who 
are drawing good wages under the Veneer 
•and Plywood Award. The board increased 
the output yearly; the following figures show 
t be "nnual outputs:-

Year 
-ending June, 

1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

Square feet. 
17,031,000 
31,653,000 
39,721,000 
49,000,000 

'The Crown exacts very high royalty from 
the log", and it is a lucrative business to 
the Crown. It has turned out to be a good 
bargain for the manufacturers and many 
men have been kept in the industry. 

A new industry has been established in 
Queensland in the manufacture of casein 
used in the process of glueing. All this 
casein was imported previously from Vic­
toria. All the casein now used in the 
manufacture of plywood is manufactured 
in this State. The results that have 
been achieved by the Plywood Board 
might be extended to embrace the 
whole of the timber industry. I know that 
conditions amongst timber merchants to-day 
are unsatisfactory, despite the fact that they 
have been able to get a larger export trade. 
The. mi_lls' profits are not good enough, 
eonsidenng the amount of labour involved 

and the capital invested in the business. 
There is too much price-cutting, and mills 
with up-to-date machine!') employing large 
staffs of men earning· good wages find it 
very difficult to compete with some of the 
smaller competitors; and they would be 
glad if al:owed the privilege of combining 
together under a pool similar to the plv­
wood pool. I do not know whether tl1e 
Minister is sympathetic, but I come into 
contact with these people frequentlv and I 
know their conditions to-day ai:e most 
unsatisfactory. 

That takes me back to the Timber Indus· 
try Advisory Committee, which was appointed 
in 1931 by the then Secretary for Public 
Lands, the hon. member for Cunning ham. He 
was chairman of that committee and I was 
deputy-chairman. On the accession to office 
of the present Government this committee 
was abolished and a new committee 
appointed, which practically carried out our 
suggestions. There was a proposal that the 
q-ovornmcnt should introduce legislation 
similar to the plywood legislation by whi1:h 
all manufacturers would be brought into 
line. I have here the report of that com­
mittee and I should like to read an 0xtract 
from it. It was recommended-

" That the Forestry Board in con­
junction with all interests involved take 
early steps to organise the Queer'tsland 
timber industry so as to effect greater 
cohesion th..<tn at present amongst eaw­
millers and others interested; to foster 
the creation of export associations in 
order to deal economicallv and effecti vel v 
with oversea trade; and'by co-operation 
wrth. the mdustrv to establish standards 
of quality that "will readilv and confi­
dently be accepted by buyers (similarly 
to the method of the American export 
nssociations). 

" That the whole question of stumpagcs 
be gone into thoroughly by th" Forestry 
Board in conjunction with all interects 
iriYolved, acd necP'''ary reductions in 
stumpages be made for stimulation of 
trade in QuePnsland timbers." 

That has been done, and that is how we 
got the Southern trade. It continues-

,, That with a view to stabilising prices 
in the Australian and overseas markets 
and to maintaining the quality of pro: 
duction, the Government-

(·r) By proclamation cxtend the 
Sugar Acquisition Act to timber; 

( 0) By proclamation acquire all such 
timber; 

(c) By Order 
1nac:hinerv 
timber for 
and export; 

in Council provide 
for -dealing with 
home consumption 

and furth<'r recommends that should the 
Government be unable, through technical 
difficulties. to carrv out the above recom­
mendations, the · Queensland Primary 
Producers' Organisation and :Marketing 
Act be extended to cover manufactured 
timber. 

" The committee is unanimously of the 
opinion that the Queensland sawmilling 
and plywood industries are divided 
against themselves, with a result that 
they are engaged in price competition. 

" It is considered that any attempt to 
voluntarily organise these industries 
would be only partially successful owing 
to one or more manufacturers breaking 

Mr. Rttssell.] 
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away or the refusal of others to join. 
This disorganisation has resulted in the 
closure of mills which were selling below 
costs to secure trade, in the supplying 
of inferior material, and finally in the 
loss of trade because of the unstable 
prices. 

"Licensing of :iYfills.-The committee 
passed a resolution that the Government 
should take legislative action to provide 
for the following:-

(1) All mills for the sawing or treat­
ment of timber, other than mills used 
exclusively for cutting firewood, shall 
be re!l'istered in the office of. the Pro­
visional Forestry Board. 

(2) If any person (whether as owner, 
lessee, or ctherwise) works a mill for 
the sawing or treatment of timber, 
other than firewood, \\ hether such mill 
is situated on private property or not, 
without having mch mill duly regis­
tered under this Act, he shall be liable 
to a penalty of £50. 
"Prices and Quantities.-The com­

mittee passed a resolution that with a 
view to retrieving the lost markets in 
the South and to establishing markets 
overseas and thus creating employment 
for hundreds of log operators, sawmill 
hands and others directly and indirectlv 
engaged in the timber· trade, the key 
market price of logs to be reduced as 
follows:-

Hoop pine A cl ass logs, 84 inches 
and over, 5s. per 100 superficial feet, 
with a pro rata percentage reduction 
on the other girth classes and on the 
whole of B class and bunya pine." 

There was some slight opposition to that 
proposal. The committee was representa­
tive of cverv section of the trade. It was a 
most cornprBhensive one; it went to a con­
siderable amount of trouble, and produced 
a report, which I commend for the :\finis­
tor's approval. The minority opinion was 
that by reducing prices revenue would be 
affected and there would be a loss of employ­
ment; but the fact remains that by the 
creation of the plywood pool greater results 
have been achieved, more men have been 
placed in employment, there has been greater 
revenue for the Crown, a fair profit to 
manufacturers, and decent wages for the 
employees in the mill. I commend the 
matter to the attention of the Minister. 

Generally speaking, we find that we have 
set aside about 6,000,000 acres for 
reforestation pq._rposes, including national 
parks. That area is in accordance with 
the Empire Forestry Conference's recom­
mendation. \Ve are not reforesting our soft­
woo-ds at ::<uch a pa~c as to be able to make 
up for the tremendous lag that must occur 
from year to year. 

The SECRETARY FQR PUBLIC LANDS : \V e are 
doing better than any other State. 

Mr. RUSSELL: And so we should. We 
must rNncmber that our hoop pine reserves 
arc Yery limited, being confined practically 
t0 the Main Range and coastal districts. 
The demands of the agriculturists are so great 
lG·day that it is impossible tn resist them. 
\V e must confine our reforc,tation operations 
I o the class of land mentioned bv the hon. 
member for Cunningham-the · mountain 
range,, and places where agriculturists 
cannot succc'"fully carry on their businessc.s. 
\Vhcn it comes to deciding between agricul-

[ Mr. Rttssell. 

ture and reforestation the claims of the~ 
agriculturists must, I think, take pride of 
pll:lce, e3pecjally in vie'v of t.he .statmnent 
b;v the :\finister that he is hanng great 
difficulty in finding suitable land for people 
\Vho are 'villing to engage in agricultural 
pursuit8. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) 
[5.35 p.rn.]: I was pleased to hear the hon. 
member for Toowong refer to the very fine 
forestry exhibit at the Royal National and 
Agricultural Show. He also said that the 
exhibit lost much of its educational value 
because there was no indication to the 
general public as to the probable cost of 
lining a room. putting down a parquetry 
floor, or ceiling a room with the timbers 
displaved. You know, Mr. King, that it 
does not matter how effective a display may 
be, it loses its value if it is not replete with 
information the general public may desire. 

I \\as pleased to hear that the Minister 
had seen fit to forward an exhibit of Queens­
land grown timbers to Melbourne. During 
the debate on the Budget I referred to the 
very fine exhibit of Queensland timbers in 
the Technological Museum, Sydney. I was 
so much impressed with it that although I 
had inspected it when I first visited Sydney 
to see my son in hospital, I paid it a second 
visit, and I heard so much of thcJ exhibit 
from Sydne': people that I inducc,d a num­
ber of others to visit it. The sending of a. 
similar exhibit to Melbourne would be an 
excellent advertisement for the natural tim­
ber supplies of Queensland. 

I urge the Minister to give every possible 
encouragement to the utilisation of our little­
known timbers. \Vhen I was a boy I saw 
timber that I thought was useless, but was 
afterwards converted into very many usefuF 
articles. Their durability was all that could 
be desired. I ha.ve seen felloes, wheels, 
pick handles, walking sticks, and furniture 
manufactured from these timbers. 

These were timbers which we all con­
sidered useless. The Minister should sym· 
pathetically encourage any person who 
desires to utilise little-known timbers that 
in the past have been regarded as next to 
useless. 

Mr, PLUNKETT (A.lbcrt) [5.38 p.m.]: I 
saw an exhibit of Queensland timbers when I 
was in London that had been arranged through 
the office of the Acting Agent-General. It 
was certainly displayed in a very good place, 
and for weeks there was a! ways an interested 
crowd inspecting it. It was well worth 
viewing. That indicates that when we have 
goods to show they create an interest, and 
that intere,t. in turn, creates a demand for 
them. I could not let this vote pass without 
saying that this .display in England was a 
very ereditable one, and gave a. practical 
demonstration that our timbers. when con­
verted into manufactured articles, coulEI 
compare very favourably with timbers from 
other parts of the world. 

Mr. \VALSH (Mimni) [5.39 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Cunningham stated that 
the general opinion among the settlers on 
the Eungella land was that it was worthless. 
He apparently agreed with that view. 

Mr. DEACO:--r: I said that was my opinion. 

Mr. WALSH: As against the opinion of 
the hon. member for Cunningham we have 
the opinion of Mr. Swayne, who represented 
the Mirani electorate for twenty-seven :years, 
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and I take it that his opinion is as good as 
that of the hon. member, if not better. Mr. 
Swayne has known this land since the 'nine· 
tie,, and he is more qualified to judge its 
quality than the hon. member for Cunning­
ham. He has stated that the land is as 
good as anything in that district. That 
is quite true. It was a forest reserve for 
many years, and difficulty had been experi­
enced in inducing the various Governments 
to open it up. In support of my statement 
regarding the quality of the land I refer to 
a discussion tbat took place regarding these 
lands during last session. Mr. J. L. Wilson, 
Chairman of the Port Curtis Dairy Asso­
ciation. wrote to the Minister at that time 
and pointed out that he knew of no other 
area in Queensland more suitable for dairy· 
ing settlement than Eungella. I received a 
letter rccentlv from old established settlers 
at Eungella • asking that the department 
>hould make available a further portion of 
the forest reserve there. There is abundant 
evidence to indicate the land on the Eungella 
range is of good quality. Mr. Gurney, the 
Government Analyst, described a sample 
of the soil from that area as equal in 
quality to the soil to be found at Atherton 
and Maleny, which are regarded as possess­
ing the best soils of that class in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [5.42 p.m.]: I 
shall reply briefly to some of the questions 
raised by various members of the Committee. 

The hon. member for Munumba was 
concerned about the future of case timber 
wpplie,,, but if hon. members read the 
report tbat appears in the afternoon papers 
they will see that the Government arc 
doing everything possible to preserve the 
future of our timber supplies. vVe have 
just launched a scheme for the planting of 
1, 750,000 trees, which is the greatest plant­
ing in the bistory of the State. 

Tbe experiments with tung-oil trees are 
carried out in conjunction with the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. The introduction of 
the tung-oil trees to Queensland is not 
really a forestry matter, but each depart· 
ment co-operates with the other. Tbe 
Sub-Department of Fore,try is carr:·ing out 
the,e experiments on behalf of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture on the various areas 
that the Department of Agriculture con· 
siders are suitable from a climatic point 
of view, because the suitability of climate 
is the major consideration in the successful 
growing of tung-oil trees. The Sub-Depart­
ment of Forestr,; attends to the growing of 
tbese trees, and representatives of the 
Department of Agriculture visit the planta­
tions from time to time ; and in the near 
future we shall be able to give information 
to hon. members as to the progress the trees 
are making. The hon. member for Nor­
manby and l visited tbe Theodore irrigation 
area a sbort time ago, and we learned that 
qrite a number of the settlers there bad 
planted tung-oil trees, but I do not think 
the climatic conditions prevailing in that 
area will allow of their satisfactory growth. 
I understand tbat tung-oil trees must have 
a climate where there is a good deal of 
cold weather. Hon. members will be made 
acquainted from time to time witb the 
deYclopment of tbese experiments. 

The ex-Secretary for Lands, the hon. 
member for Cunningham, was worried 
bP:.auso the supplies of timber on private 
lands are running out. That is an argument 

m favour of the policy of the Government 
in not permitting the land of the State to 
be converted into freehold tenure. The 
private owner of land is not concerned about 
the future of the State; all he is concerned 
about is making as much money as he can. 
He does not care what damage he does to 
tbe State-he sells the timber. By the 
perpetual leasehold system the Government 
retain control over the timber growing on 
the land, whereas we have no control over 
the timber on freehold lands. 

A deputation waited on the hon. member 
for Bundaberg and myself outside that city 
on the way to the Goodnight scrub and 
urged a reduction in the cost of carriage of 
timber from that area into Bundaberg. l 
said to them, " Why do you want a reduc­
tion on the carriage of timber? The Sub­
Department of Forestry is sending timber 
from the Goodnight scr'Ib into Bundaberg 
and paying the sarnc rate as for rail way 
freight." rrhc~- replied, ,, But \Ve cut tiinber 
on private land and \V8 arc paying the 
froeholclers two or thrc0 times the amount 
for royalties than the Government are 
charging in the Goodnight scrub." Hon. 
members will there see another inst nee of 
the danger of freehold land tenure 

Mr. :YIOORE: You can control it. 

The SECRETARY FORPPBLIC LA::\DS: 
\V e cannot control it. 

Mr. ::viOORE: You compel the free holder· 
to sell. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\DS: 
\Ve do not comp0l him. All the frccholdor 
is concerned about is the making of money. 
He doos not care twopence about the future 
of the State. OYer leasebold land \YC can 
exorcise a certain control. The hon. nwm­
ber for Cunningham, who served a term as 
Secretary for Public Lands, has again shovrn 
how necessary it is for tbc lands of the 
State to be under the control of the Govern­
ment, so that on:rything on that land can 
bu controlled for the benefit of the people 
of the State. The hon. member displayed 
a great deal of concern as to the futuro 
supplies of timber of Queensland. I can 
assure him that neither he nor I \Yill be 
here when the supplin of timber of Queens­
land are cut out. I interjected at the time 
about the pessimism displayed when I was 
a youngster about supplies of coal. As a 
youngster-and that 'vas some ti1ne ago-I 
was Yery perturbed on reading in the Press 
that at the existing rate of consumpticn of 
coal in a very short space of time the supply 
would be exhausted. I was Yery srmitive 
and I looked to the time when there would 
be no fires and I should be left shi Ye ring 
with cold. But what has happened? To-day 
we cannot find a market for coal in any 
part of the State. I can assure the hon. 
member for Cunningham and everyone else 
that there will be no shortage of timber 
because before that time arrives some sub­
stitute will have been found, in exactly the 
same w11y as petrol has superseded coal. 

The department to-dav is embarked on the 
largest planting operattons in the history of 
the State. The scheme is carefully p:anned. 
The Sub-Department of Forestry designs 
and planh carcfull,''· Kct.hlr~g is dc.::c hap­
hazardly in that department. I pay tribute 
to its officers, fro1n the Dirertor to thr~ 
youngest junior, for the very efficient and 
careful work being performed. One thing I 
specially ad1nirc is the careful planning of 

Hon. P. Pease. I 
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all thl'ir work. The Dire~tor a"d his offic<?rs 
work all hours-they do not work by the 
dock-endeavouring to do something for 
Queensland in regard to forestry. In our 
Director we have a man who has now become 
one of rho leading authorities in Australia 
and in the world regarding reforestation. 
~o one need be al«rmed, so long as the 
present Director and the officers of thP 
depa rtrnent are1 there, that the Government 
will nllow fore,try lands to be opened for 
dcye]opment without duo regard to the 
future. A survey has been made of every 
part of the State. The areas that produce 
the various timbers arc known «nd the needs 
of the districts are worked out. The Direc­
tor has vision, and in years to come the 
people of Queensland will appreciate the 
fact that they had such a good man in 
charge of their forestry affairs.. I woul,d 
commpnd hon. members to read m to-days 
Press t.hc report issued by the department 
re!;arding its recent planting scheme. For 
the benefit of the Chamber I desire to draw 
partiru I ar reference to thP passages eon­
ecrniHg the Mar2 Valley and Yarraman 
districts-

" Within the next few weeks the burn­
ing off of some hundred; of acres of 
recentlv f<Il!en scrub in the Mary Valley 
and Yarraman districts wil! signalis·~ 
n not her big planting campaign by the 
Queensland Forest Service, said the 
Mir,ister for Lands (;\fr. P. Pease) 
to-day. 

" The department's programme pro· 
Yides for the planting this financial yoor 
of 1,750,000 trees on 2,728 acres of land. 

'· A notable feature oi the programme 
this vear is the use of deserted tobacco 
and 'banana lands in the Bccrburrnm 
and J\Jount Mee areas." 

That shows what a wonderful asset to the 
State the Sub-Department. of Forestry is. 
This Government, in an endeavour to do 
something for the unemployed, decided to 
attempt tobacco growing at Beerburrum. 
That wa.s an honest attempt to reduce unem­
ployment. It cost a good deal of money, 
but it was an honest attempt, and, as Mr. 
Hughes said, when people were criticising 
the soldier settlements in Australia, " If 
only one man out of every hundred is suc­
cessfully placed on the land of Australia, 
something has been done." Tobacco grow­
ing at Bcerburrum may not have been a 
great success, but the Sub-Department of 
Forestry is now planting trees in that area, 
and in my opinion, its efforts will show good 
returns to the State. 

For the benefit of hon. members who want 
to !mow what timbers we are planting, I 
quote the following from the report:-

" The full programme for the year 
included the planting of 1,365 acres with 
hoop and kauri pines, 392 acres with 
eucalypts, and 934 acres of ev.:otics, such 
as Caribacea, Taeda, and Platula pines, 
and 37 acres of other species, mainly 
maple. 

" These plantings would carry officers 
of the department far and wide over 
Southern Queensland. Abandoned 
tobacco farms at Beerburrum to the 
extent of 230 acres would be placed under 
hardwoods, blackbutt, ironbark, and 
tallowwood being the species selected 
for planting on these areas. The stocks 
had been raised and tubed ready for the 
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planting operations to commence at an 
parlv date. Banana blocks at Yandina 
which had produced first prize bananas 
for the Royal National Show were revert­
ing to forest also. Some of these were 
planted up last year, and more would 
be occupied by young forest this year. 
At Woondum, near Kin Kin, and at 
Mount Mee, banana lands were being 
and would be placed under hardwood 
forests in the coming year, ironbark 
being the favoured timber in each case. 

"The hoop pine and kauri planta­
tions would be more extensive than any 
other, as 1,365 acres, representing nearly 
700,000 trees, would be added to the 
Queensland forest area in the coming year. 
The eucalypts would account for another 
117,600 trees, while the exotics for another 
750,000." 

J wish the members of the Committee to 
realise that the Sub-Department of Forestry 
is alive to the situation, and is doing very 
fine work. The hon. member for Kennedy, 
who, like myself, has travelled about the 
State and seen the development in this 
industry, congratulated the Sub-Department 
of Forestry upon its good work. He also 
spoke about the exhibit at the Royal 
National Association Show. I am very 
pleased with my officers who made that 
exhibit possible. Every officer, from the 
Director of Forestry down, worked long 
hours upon that exhibit, which I am sure 
every body admired. I also wish to thank the 
various timber merchants of Brisbane, who 
~a-operated with the Sub-Department of 
Forestry in the creation of that very fine 
advertisement of Queensland timbers. So 
proud were we of that exhibit that we sent 
it to the Melbourne Exhibition, and we 
were very gratified indeed to find that it 
excited the same keen admiration there 
that it did in Brisbane. The timber and 
cabinet trade interests in Melbourne 
co-operated with our officers in every possible 
way, because they were as interested as 1ve 
in showing that Australia is capable of pro­
ducing some of the finest timbers in the 
world. 

Mr. MOORE: Can you tell us what is being 
done about some of those diseases that are 
affecting our pine'? 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Sub-Department of Forestry is co-operat­
ing with the Department of Agriculture 
in an endeavour to combat that disease, 
but ;it was found necessary to go 
out of the State for a pathologist capable 
of coping with the problem. It has not yet 
been definitely established whether the 
source pf the trouble is in the soil or in the 
trees themselves. \Ve have found, upon 
inquiry, that they are not bothered with this 
disease in Brazil and other parts of the 
world from which these trees were imported; 
so it would appear that the disease is really 
in the soil. I was verv pleased to see that the 
Dir(\ctor of Forostrv ~\Vas very concerned at 
the thought that >~e could i:tot plant pine 
in the Beerburrum district. It would 
appear that Beerburrum and Beerwah are 
the two centres where this disease will 
vitally affect planting operations during the 
t'oming year. I am pleased to see by the 
report which he has issued to-day that he 
has evidently coped with the disease at 
Beerburrum to such an extent that he is now 
prepared to go ahead with planting. A 
few mo11ths ago he told me that he did not 
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cons'dcr he could no<Sibh take rcspcmi­
bilitv of spending money ·at Beerl·urrum in 
plan-tiug because of the dang<'r' of that 
disease. It is gratifymg to learn that 
through the work of the pa tholog>ot some­
thing can now be done. 

The hon. member for Toowong also spoke 
about the display at the Brisbane Exhi­
bition, and urged that it was necessary to 
distribute pamphlets showing the prices of 
the ,-arious mat<'rials exhibited. The 
department does not manufacture, and it 
does 11ot enter into competition with private 
enterprise. It is not a State enterprise, 
and we LclieYe in allowing private entcr­
pri~c tu exploit this business, nnd do what­
oYer is necessary in tho manufacture of 
timber into articles for sale. I want to say, 
however, that we shall certainly attend to 
this matter of the distribution of pamphlets 
in the futuro. The hon. member for 
Toowong, and other hon. members of this 
Committe>e, however, are not quite correct. 
Mr. Matyear and other officers of the 
departn_lCnt attended the display and did 
everythmg they poss1 bly could in the way 
of explaining to the people exactly what 
was there. 

Mr. MAXWELL: They did not explain 
prices. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA-:-.iDS: 
They did. We realize that private people 
should do the manufacturing. Brett and Co. 
and other cabinet-makers quoted prices to 
inquirers, and also took order~. These 
companies were endeavouring to sell their 
products. Nevertheless, I will in future see 
to it that pamphlets are distributed. The 
Minister for Transport reminded me to-day 
that at the great Melbourne Centenary 
Exhibition two of the best displays, in the 
opinion of the people, were those of the 
Queensland Sub-Departi:nent of Forestry and 
the Queensland Tourist Bureau. 

HoNOuRABLE MEMBERS: They were, too. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:-;DS: 
I am pleased to hca~ hon. members say 
that, because eYery department co-operated. 
There was co-operation between the Depart· 
ment of Agriculture and Stock, Department 
of Public Lands, and the Railway Depart· 
ment. These departments tried to place 
Queensland well on the map at that Cen­
tenary Exhibition. \Ye realized that people 
from all over the world would come to Mel­
bourne, and we were determined to do the 
best we could. The Minister for Transport 
was there-I was not able to be present­
and he told me that the general opinion of 
the people and the Press was that it \Yas a 
wonderful display. As a matter of fact. on 
meeting the GoYnnor of Victoria and his 
Lady at Gatton recently, one of the compli­
ments thcv paid me was on the wonderful 
display QiJeensland had made at the Cen­
tenary Exhibition in their State. 

At 7 p.m., 
TlJo CH-IIR:IfAK rf'sumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~D'S: 
The hon. member for Isis made mention of 
the Goodnight scrub and the natural 
regeneration of pine forc~ts. 1 rccon1rnend 
any person interested in forest countrv to 
;1ay a visit to the atea. \Vhon I paid a -.-isit 
to the area recently, with the member for 
Bundaberg and others, we were shown trees 
that were 100 years old and we also saw 
naturally regenerated trees that w"re verv 
little more than a day old. There is a 

.-ery heavy gmwth of naturally regenerated 
trees in the area. The Sub-Department of 
Forestry has adopted the policy: of supply­
jng logs frorn tirnb0r areas to thP neareBt 
sawmills and the very up-to-date mill in 
Bundaberg draws a considerable quantitv of 
its log supplies fron1 this area. ~ 

The hon. member for Isis also ·iea't with 
the ,-cry controversial subject of forestry 
ve1·sus land settlement. and, as hon. members 
will have noticed during the debate, there 
is a considerable divergence of opinion on 
the subject even amongst hon. members on 
the same side of the Chamber. The ex­
Secretary for Public Lands, the hon. mem­
ber for Cunningham, stressed the need for 
taking· great care of our forestry areas, whilst 
on the other hand the hon. member for 
1'\anango and others urged that the require­
ments of land settlement should not be ovel-­
lookf'd. A complete survey is being made of 
foreotry lands, but the duty de.-ol.-cs upon 
the Go•:ernrnent to n1ake Yerv careful investi­
gation before locking up la~nds for forestry 
rn:q;o~es. Once an area has been dPc,igned 
for [ore.<try purposes it can be alienated for 
land SPltlernent purposes only with the con­
sent of Parhamont. Of course, the Govern­
ment in po"\Yer haYe the necessary n1ajority 
to do what they like, but no Govermnent 
would insist on forestrv land bein<r made 
a\·ailable for land settlement unle~., they 
considered it was sound policy to do so. 

Rome hon. members-the hon. member for 
Cunningham in particular-referred to the 
opening of the Eungella land. \V c had 
repcatc'd reqtwsts to open tliis land for settle­
ment alld ''"e clid what we considered to be 
the wisest thing. The dm·elopment of the 
sugar industry had reached a point when it 
was considered inadvisable to approve of any 
new cane assignments. The Glaclstone butter 
factory decided to open a branch factorv at 
C\'Iackay, prO\·idecl cream supplies were forth­
coming, . ht~t, as eYeryone knows, there was 
ouly a hmrted quantity of land 011 the coast 
near Mackay suitable for dairying, and if 
the new factory was to be supplied with 
croan1 new dairying lands~ vvould haYc to be 
found elsewhere. Evcntuallv the Govern­
ment decided to carrv out a' survev of the 
Enngella area for chtirying· rmrposcs. The 
proposal was carefullv C'Xamincd bv 1he 
Director of Forests, the'Land Administ:ration 
Board, and other officials of the Departments 
of Agl'lculture and Public Lands, and ulti­
rnately forty portions were alienated. A 
Hill was passed through this Parliament last 
session empo1.\·oring the GoYernnu;nt to n1ake 
t heso portions available for land sf·rtlement. 
In spite of ''"h"t the hon. member for 
Cunning-ham says, I agree with the hon. 
member for :VIiraui, and also the ex-hon. 
m ell! ber for Mirani, :VIr. Swayne. that the 
area opened for selection is good settlement 
land .. We <;lid not open that land lmp­
hazard!y. \\ e had two or three m.-estiga­
twn comm1ttees. In addition to that the 
Port Curtis Dairy Company expended a 
good deal of capJtal m opening a branch 
factory at Mackay. Its officials also made 
an independPnt investig~t!on of the area, 
ihe results of -which it \Vas good E'ltough to 
make a,·ailable to the The.<e 
officer >\ere qnite that ''Cl"ll 

do~ng the right thing to n1ake the · a:11 1 l" ail~ 
ab,e for settlement. 

::' lr. JESSOX: ~Ir. Facldcn. the t''Z·IIH •nher 
for I(l)lu~cdy. alf'o rcconurwndcd it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\"DS: 
That is so. The proof of the pucldilig is in 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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the eating. The fact is-and the hon. mem­
ber for JYiirani can boar me out-that when 
the land was opened for selection, forty to 
fifty apphcatwns, not only from Queensland, 
but from all parts of Australia, were received 
for OJHe block. 

11r. T. L. WILLIA:\IS; It must be good land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It is. It possesses a good average rainfall 
and a good temperature. As a matter of 
fact, the Surveyor-General. Mr. Harvey, 
who c·yc~ryone must adrnit knows .sornotlriug 
about land-because his job is not done 
sitting in Brisbane, but travelling through­
out the State-reported that tho Emwella 
lands contained some of the finest land for 
dairy settlement that h0 had seen. 

I can assure hon. members, however, that 
we have not overlooked forestry needs in 
that area. There is in the Eungella timber 
reserve probably one of the finest stands of 
cedar iu Australia. As soon as the develop­
ment that is takiug place at Mackay in 
regard to the harbour is completed, which 
will cheapen the handling of timber, we 
intend to exploit the stands in that area. 
There is a very fine collection of woods in 
that area. 'I'o-clay they are not in nse. 
These timbers will aiel in making the supply 
of timber, particularly cedar, more assured. 

The hrm. member for Isis spoke about the 
marketing of Qneensland timber in other 
States. vVe have co-ordinated all phases of 
the industry. A board has been constituted 
on which are represented timber interests in 
Queensland, N"w South Wales, and Victoria. 
Mr. Duffv. tho chairman of the Timber 
Advisory Committee, who is the officer recog­
ni "ed as the trading expert in the Sub­
Ikp'_lrtment of Forestry, is charged with 
lookmg after the export of timber and sup­
jllic·, of timber to local sawmillers. That is a 
subject he knows a good deal about. We take 
great care to co-operate, not onlv with the 
timber interests in Melb0urne and Sydney. 
but our own timber people in Brisbane, for 
the purpose of regulating price levels. \V e 
have a fairly good understanding. It is 
necessary to have an orderly marketing of 
timber. We have a very good market for 
timber, particularly log timber. in the 
Southern States. Several hon. members on 
thi. eid0 of the Committee accompanied me 
on a 'isit to Cooktown hst -vear. vV c saw 
samples of the wonderful timber that is nc'W 
being· despatched by Mr. Johnson to Sydney 
and Melbourne direct from Cooktown. He 
has secured the rights for that timber. None 
of that timber in that area was harvested 
until now. 

I mention those fads to assure members 
that thov need not be alarmed about the 
supply o.f timber. W c arc opening up new 
areas that have never been exploited before. 
contlining, r;ot thousands but millions, of 
feet of timber. It is fitting that I should 
pa_v a tribute to Messrs. John Burke Limited, 
which crntrols the stearr1er serYice north­
\Yarcls of Cairns. Owing to the cheap rate 
of freight this company has made available 
from Cooktown to Sydney and l\Ielbourne 
we are able to enter Southern markets and 
compete successfully with log timber from 
those arFos. .John Burke Limited does not 
hC'1or:g to an:~ stcatnship combine. It gives 
t:>e ti1nber people as eheap a rate as pos­
sible. Timber is " back loading " for it. I 
am pleased to pay this tribute to this com­
pany, which has rendered great assistanre 
in marketing this product of Queensland. 

[ JJ on. P. Pease. 

The traffic also gives a con.:;iderablo aJn(Junt 
of employment, which is a very good thing. 

The hon. member for Isis spoke about the 
access roads to the Gooclnight scrub and 
pointed out that he considered the methods 
of transport were not what they should be. 
because we were using roads instead of 
railways. That matter will have careful 
investigation. 

I was pleased to have the congratulations 
of the hon. member for Enoggera because 
he has travelled the Sta,te a good deal and 
realises that the department is doing good 
work. From what he observed in the North 
he realises it is e'sential to reforest. I 
accompanied many Southern members to the 
North and showed them what we are doing 
in the A therton district in the way of 
reforestation. 

The hon. member for Enoggera also made 
reference to the activities of the Mary­
borough sawmills, and specially referred to 
the tribute paid by Messrs. Hyne' and Son, 
Limited, to the Sub-Department of Forestry 
for what it has clone. Anvone who has been 
to Maryborough recently will realise the 
great i1nprove·ment, compared vvith a few 
years ago. The sawmills arc now >vorking 
two or three shifts. whereas previousl:y they 
were idle. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Hyne and Son, Limited, 
paid the same tribute to the Moore Govern­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The fact is that they supported the hon. 
member for Maryborough at tlte recent 
election. 

'I'he hon. member for Enoggera has given 
some thought to the matter of restricting 
suppliP~ to sa,wmills and pointed out that 
he thought it was a good thing for the Sub­
Department of Forestry to zone its supplies 
of timber for the various, mills. That is 
what we are doing. The Director of 
Forestry is carefully planning, and he has 
now got all the supplies of timber in the 
State zoned for the sawmills in those areas, 
and ho is doing his best to see that each 
sawmill gets the timber from the nearest 
source of supply. That is a good thing. 

The hon. member for Hamilton gave a. 
long dissertation on timber matters. He is 
very interested in this subject and has a 
good knowledge of it. Ho referred to the 
revenue that was derived from timber and 
stated that we were perhaps, diverting too 
much of that revenue to consolidated 
revenue. After all, by so doing we are 
diminishing our deficit, and no hon. mem­
ber will argue that it is not a good thing 
to reduce our deficit, which would be con­
siderably increased if we did not place the 
surnlus revenue fron1 timber sources to 
consolidated revenue. By so doing we are 
saving the State a considerable amount b:,c 
way of interest, and I think that is a very 
good practice. After all, the revenue from 
timher increases employment, the increased 
cmployn1ent means a grr-ater purchasing 
po\'·er, business people benefit, and the State 
ha' a buoyant revenue. According to recent 
figures thoro has been an increase in the 
spending power of the people of Brisbane, 
as reflected in the bank returns, of 
£14,750,000 this year, which is a considerable 
sun1. 

The hon. member for Cunningham referred 
to the matter of reforestation. If, for tlw 
sake of argument, it took fifty years to 
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obtain a return, as it did in the past, it 
would not be a successful venture financially. 
No Government-and Governments are the 
custodians of the people's money-would be 
justified in spending that money in refore­
station if it was going to take fifty years 
to get a return. If the money is worth 
4 por cent. or 5 per cent., and the interest 
obtained was only 2 per cent.-which it 
would be on the basis of a fifty-year 
return-it could not be classed as good 
business. It is because of research and 
modern methods in forestry that the stage 
has been reached where reforestation and 
the growing of certain classes of timber will 
give a return in less than fifty years. In 
the di6play at the Brisbane Exhibition the 
Director of Forestry had timber in its 
various stages of growth, even down to 
twelYe years old. vVe are aiming at refore­
station on business lines. T0 provide future 
supplies of timber at a cost of twice as 
much as the timber is worth would not be 
~ good business proposition, and whatever 
Labour Governments may do, they work on 
businl'~s principles. They conserve the 
money of the people and if they did not the 
( ipposition would be quite justified in con­
demning them-for example, for expending 
on reforestation money that could be more 
proiitab:y used in other ways. It would 
not be good busine-s if the interest return 
on money expended in reforestation was not 
more than the cost of that money. Because 
of the increased efficiency in research the 
department is making reforestation a pay­
ublc proposition. 

The hon. member for Hamilton afforded 
me ar1 excellent opportunity to show how 
fortunate the people of Queensland are in 
their timber supplies. The hon. member Is 
a man in the business and should know. 
He stated that the demand for timber for 
borne building had greatly increased. I 
agree with him and in this connection shall 
quote from the' latest report issued b_y the 
Brisbane Timber Merchants' AssoCiation. 
In that report they have a caption, " Build 
your horne of wood." It then reads:-

'' Brick and concrete construction of 
c,cn poor quality is much costlier than 
timber constrpction of equal dimen­
sions." 

ThP report proceeds to give the average 
co,t of dw"llings in the capital cities of the 
Commonwealth between January and March, 
1935-and I point out that this is an esti­
mate by the people who are concerued-

Capital. 
Sydney 
Melbourne 
Adelaide 
Tasrnania 
Perth 
Brisbane 

Cost. 
£1,208 

1,030 
948 
838 
591 
503 

The figures quoted for Brisbane would 
apply aho to the major towns of the StatP. 
Hon. members will see that a house of the 
same dimensions would cost in Brisbane 
£503 and Svdnev £1,208. The two cities 
~hawing the lowe;t ratio of cost aro Brisbane 
and Perth, and it must be remembered that 
thev n re situated in the two States that 
ha,:e thr f'l'Cate-t control of timber by the 
GoYerninPnt. This is not a report issued 
by the Gov0rnment. This is issued by the 
Bl'isbar:e Timber Merchants' Association. 

Mr. BRAND: What are the dimensions? 

The SECRETARY FOR PlJBLIC LA:\'DS: 
lt does not give the dimensions. 'Ihe hon. 
member for Hamilton can give the hon, 
member that information. It is the report 
of an association with which he is connected, 
and of course his asoociation would not say 
anything that was not correcc any more 
than he would say anything in this Chamber 
that was not oeorrect. The figures I have 
quoted are thus introduced-

" The average cost of dwellings in 
the capital cities of the Commonwealth 
between the months of January and 
:March, 1935, compare--" 

It then goes on and gives the costs. 
Mr. BRAND: Of cour.se, tj:w house iu 

Melbourne would probably be constructed 
of brick. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No one will deny that the house constructed 
in Brisbane will give equal satisfaction to 
the people who live in it as a house erected 
in either Sydney or Melbourne, irrespective 
of the material of which it is constructed. 
The efficiency, durability, and capacity to 
withstand the weather are just as great in 
the (~ueensland timber house as in the brick 
house in either Sydney or Melbourne. 

Mr. BRAND: You have not had those 
figures checked by the Department of Public 
vVorks. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I would not think of checking figures issued 
bv the hon. member for Hamilton. His 
a;,ociation says that the lower average in 
Queensland is attributable to the State-wide 
use of wood in home building. I drive about 
this city a good deal and use my powers 
of observation to find out for myself what is 
going on, and I suppose I know as much 
about the city of Brisbane as any man who 
has lived here all his life. From my know­
ledge of Brisbane, I should say that the 
homes here are as attractive and just as 
efficient and useful to the people who own 
them as are the homes in Sydney or Mel­
bourne. I have seen wooden buildings forty, 
fifty, and sixty years old in the North in 
which the timber was as good as when those 
buildings were first constructed. Thanks to 
our timber supply, the man in Brisbane is 
able to build a fair average house for £503. 
As the Brisbane Timber Merchants' Associa· 
tion says, the low average for the houso in 
Brisbane is attributable to the State-wide 
use of wood for home building. The 
ftgures quoted are very illuminating and show 
"hat timber means to the people of this 
State in providing homes at a reasonable 
price. 

The hon. member for Hamilton referred 
to the plywood pool, and I was pleased to 
hear that he was satisfied that the constitu­
tion of that pool was a good move. We were 
,>ubjected to a certain amount of criticism 
at first. but Labour Governments do not 
worry about that. They just go ahead and 
do things ! Some very hard statements were 
made about m:v department and myself when 
we> con.stituted this pool. One member of 
the trade went to the Prime Minister and 
complained about our action. That very 
man is now a member of the pool, which is 
showing what orderly marketing means ! I 
agree with the hon. member for Hamilton 
that orderly marketing is worth while. 
Every plywood manufacturer is a member 
of the pool. It is 100 per cent. efficient, and 
all manufacturers are striving to improve 
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conditions; and 'vhat is r.ot its least in1por~ 
tant feature-the price has not been increased 
to the people of this State. Price·cutting is 
no longer indulged in and all manufacturers 
are concerned in increasing efficiency and 
producing an article that can be readily 
sotcl. That plywood pool got in touch with 
ply,'ood manufacturers in J\iew South \Vales 
and Victoria and showed them exactly what 
orderly marketing means. It means not onlv 
increased dividends-from which the Stat;, 
rr·aps a good deal of profit in the form of 
taxr·~, and improYe·d natioiJal incorne~but it 
has al o increased employment. 

Mr. BRA:\D: Has it increased the price? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Not to a_ny gr?at extcmt. In my opinion, 
plyv:ood IS gcttmg hotter and better, owing 
to the fart that the manufacturers realise 
that they must see that the public get the 
Yery best. 

Hon. members spoke about extending' that 
prm01plo to sawmills generally. That ques­
tion is now receiving consideration. The 
Government are probably more concerned 
;vith the . timber industry than any other 
mdustry m the State, because the State 
owns the raw material. PriYatcly owned 
timber is rapidl.v disappearing. If we arc 
able to assure a decent return to the saw­
mills and plywood mills thev are able to 
pay good wages and observe· award condi­
tions, and the Stat0 in addition to receiving 
reYenue by "ay of taxation, makes a profit 
out of the raw material. If the sawmillers 
are fighting one against the other and reduc­
Ing rates, the Government have to consider 
a reduction in the rates on logs so that in 
the end, the State is more condernod about 
the orderly marketing of timber than any 
other commodity produced in Queensland. 

Competition from overseas, as the hon. 
member for Hamilton knows is vcrv acute. 
\Ve had the pleasure last year of· a visit 
by the Tariff Board. Whi:st in Queensland 
"'(• took good care of the mcmbc1·s. I saw 
that everything was shown to them in respect 
to the timber industry, and we had Mr. 
Duffy and Mr. G:enning placing before 
tnerr. the exact posit !On. I am plea'l·3d to 
oay that that meant a great deal to the 
timber industry, because the members of 
that board were good enough to see to it 
thr,t we were not lot down becauoe of 
irnportations of certain timbers. \Vc aro 
watehing the import of timber all the time 
and WE' are taking care that Queen,;land'~ 
Intertst~ and Australia's interests are :rre­
served. 

The hon. member for Hamilton spoke 
about reforestation and the need for care­
ful planning. ahead. He is quite right. He 
seemed to thmk, however, that it would have 
been better if we had spent more money 
last year on reforestation. \V o are spending 
more money now than we have eyer done 
before. Certain people say that we are not 
~pending enough, but the Sub-Department 
of Forestry last year spent a:l it could spend. 
lt is not possible without a complete organi­
sa twn to spend a good deal of money ; 
you have got to orgamse the nurseries and 
tl1c various stages of reforestation gradually. 
Seed has to be obtained, the planting out 
has to be done. and there is thinning out 
to attend to. \Vo have reached the stage 
when we can plant 1,750,000 trees for the 
current financial vear. That is indeed a 
big step. ' 

[Hon. P. Pr:,ase. 

The hon. member for Port Curtis spoke 
about a visit to the Technological Museum 
in Sydney and the utilisation of timbers not 
universally used in Queensland. The Govern­
ment are doing a great deal in this respect. 
In Melbourne, too, research is going on all 
the time. I do not know wltether many 
members have visited the Forestrv Research 
Institute in Melbourne. Students, prin•ci­
pally girls from the University of Melbourne, 
are classifying timbers. As a matter of 
fa.ct, the director pointed out that it was 
Lard to get young men to take on this \\Ode 

He had students from the UniYersity, but 
it was found to be a bit tedious eo the men, 
a.nd he found that the best people for that 
class of work were the girl graduates. \Vhen 
I was down in Melbourne with Mr. Grcnning 
I saw a considerable number of girls at 
work classifying thousands of timbers from 
all over the world, including our own, and 
what they could do was remarkable. Girls 
with experience could quickly tell you to 
what species the timbers they were examin .. 
ing under the microscope belonged. In 
addition to getting reports from that Insti­
l nte, we send officers from the Sub-Depart­
nwnt of Forestry to spend a period of six 
months in it for the purpose of being trained. 
\Ve have had some of our prominent officers 
down there for six months, attending the 
Institute daily and collecting most useful 
information. I do not think manv of us 
on this side of the Committee will "be able 
to get to Melbourne, but if any of the mem­
bers of the Opposition arc able to get down 
for an interesting event coming off in a little 
while, I commend to them a vi;;it to thi' 
Inetitute. The office' are situated close to 
the city. and I am confident that anyone 
who ma.kes it a visit will be pleased. I 
desire to pay a tribute to th() director or 
that Institute, Mr. Boas. I think he is 
well known to manv members of this Cham­
ber. Ho is in touch with the world situa­
tion in regard to timbers. Recently he was 
sent ovf'rseas to attend various conferences 
on behalf of the Commonwealth Government, 
and I pay a tribute to him for what he has 
done in the interests of the timber industrv. 
He has demonstrated the po"ibilitie~ of 
various timbers, and, generally speaking, 
has done good work not only for Queens­
land but also for the other States. 

The hon. member for Albert. who l'<'Cently 
visited England, complimcntcd the GoYern­
ment on their forcstrv exhibit in tl:e citv of 
London. I desire af,o to pa:- a tribute to 
Mr. Pike, Acting Ageut.Gcner .. L for bi-; 
excollC'nt scryices in the intere.'5t.c, o£ Queens­
land forestry· operations. During the con­
sidenltion of the E.~tirnates fol' the Prer11ier 
and Chief s~crctary's Departmc1~L ~h·. Pike 
was pr"j . ..:0d for lus· sp1cndid scr\-ices in othel' 
clirectim:s. but I should like to nt!d that 
QnennsJand ought to be yery grateful to hin1 
for th _; very fine \Vork that he' ha:: done in 
connection with the 61nber inrlustrv. Frmn 
the Y(1 fY 111ornent he arriYcd in England, as 
St"'('l'Otary to tlH~ Agent-General, Le interested 
hin1~cl£ in tim bcr 1nattcrs, and a-" a result 
orders arc being rccPived frmn nYer.-;r•a;, for 
QnePnsland timber. particularly for piles for 
"\vharf construct-ion, At the present i irnc we 
have an application for a COibiderable 
number of big pile> for the con,tr·.Irrion of 
a wharf at Falmonth and throtPll the 
agency of ::\ir. I)ikc ~any othPr ii~)quiries 
for ti1nbcr are con1ing in. There j~ not a 
single phase of the industry that does not 
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.t::·ecpiy.::_ the c:~reful persor:al inv,'Rtigatir)n of 
thi' g"!llkman. Through the splendid ser­
vicoo of Mr. Pike the firm of Betty Jool, 
probab~y the greatest manufacturer of ar~istic 
fumiturc iu the world, utihsed a consider­
able quantitv of Queensland timber in the 
manufacture· of furniture supplied to the 
League of Nations. It gives me the greatest 
plcasurp indeed to pay him a tribute for his 
splendid work in the interests of the Queens­
lar:d timber industry. It clearly indicates 
that th<> people who argue that the offices of 
Agents~Gencral should be merged into Aus­
tralia House. on the ground of economy, do 
not know what they are talking about. Mr. 
Pike's interest in Queensland timber has 
been invalurtble. 

Reference has also been made to the 
employment of youths in the forestry ser­
,·ico. The Premier has interested himself in 
the "ubject of ".Giving the boy a chanc~"; 
unlike the previOus Government. we beheve 
in action not in worde. There is one thing 
about a Labour Government-when it makes 
a promiee it keeps it. The Premier has 
endea\'ourcd to do what he can for the boys, 
and the Sub-DPpartment of Forestry, among 
others, wrts '''ked what it could do to assist 
l11 this din•ctlon. I haYe received a report 
from the Director of Forests, pointing out 
that 108 youths have been appointed as cadet 
foresters. All are under twenty-one years of 
age and in receipt of an average weekly 
wage of £2 10s. Of course, this scheme 
could not have been inaugurated and main­
tained without the assistance of the Treasury, 
which has provided £14,000 this year to 
maintain the boys in employmer.t. These 
l}oys are employed at Bundaberg. Fraser 
Island, Clcrmont, Dalby, Maryborough, 
Imbil. Yarraman, and Brisbane. 'Vhen the 
House rises I propose to invite hon. mem­
ber,, on both sides of the Chamber to pay a 
visit to one of the places where the boys are 
c·ngaged. I should like hon. members to 
accompany the Director of Forests to the 
ne:uest centre to see the boys at work and 
to understand what they are doing. Hon. 
members can realise that 108 cadPt foresters 
will be of valuable scn·ice to this State after 
they have passed through the entire course 
and haYc a thorough knowledg~ of plantinp-, 
thinning. and so on. These boy' arc not 
allowed to waste their time. Later on, 
examinations will be held, and the boys who 
arc successful in passing the practical tests 
will be classified and brought into the 
department, where they will be of great 
assistance to the State. 

Mr. PLDNKETT: A very good scheme. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA);'DS: 
I hope that hon. members will be able to 
make it convenient to accept the invitation 
on the day that will be fixed. I undertake 
to ccnvc•y them to the area, provide them 
with nwals, and show them the work the 
bo}S are dolng. 

J'llr. BRA:<:D: What about going to the 
Goodnight scrub? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Tlwre are not many boys employed in that 
area, and the cost of conveying a party 
there would be rather high. 

It \VJo mv intention to tell hon. members 
\Vhat VVC' aro doing in connection with 
reforestation; but I think that the article 
that appeared in the Press tpis C'_'Cr!ing 
deals with J,he matter very fully. I dHl not 
prepare that statement, nor did I know rh·1t 

it was beir.g· prepaied. It was handed to 
me bv the Director of Forests. Tlte repOi't 
published to-day points out that 1,750.000 
trees will be planted out by the officers 
of the sub-department. Is that not some­
thing? 

\V e want to stand up for Queensland, show 
what we are doing and place on record that 
her people can build houses of similar dimen­
sions cheaper than those in other Sta.tes. 'No 
want to encourage people to come here.. A 
Labour Government is run on busmess hnes. 
(Opposition laughter.) Absolutely! That is 
whv we were returned in such great numbers 
and why the Opposition are so few in 
numbers. I undertake that the Labour 
Party received more v0tes from business 
people than did their opponents at the l0;st 
election. I shall not go into the details 
of our reforestation policy, because the report 
of the department will very shortly be m 
the hands of hon. members. 

Another innovation to Queensland has been 
inaugurated by the Sub-Department of 
Forestry. Hon. members will be interested 
to know that, thanks to money provided by 
the Home Department, a forestry pnson 
farm has for the first time in Queensland 
been instituted at Palen, Mount Lindesay. 
The Home Department considered it prefer­
able that first offenders should not asso­
ciate with habitual criminals. In the past 
a young man, on mak!ng his first slip in 
hfe was sent to a pnson where he asso­
ciated with lifelong and habitual crimina.ls. 
That environment was not for his better­
ment. The idea is to separate first offenders 
from prison habitues. To that end the 
Home Secretary developed the idea of a 
forestrY farm. He realised that it. was 
far better to give men, particularly those 
who went astray early in life, a chance. 
New South Wales has similar farms. The 
Director of Forests and also the Home Secre- , 
tarv visited New South Wales and inspected 
them. The forestry farm at Palen consists of 
74 acres. The timber has been felled and 
grass was planted by the Sub-Department 
of Forestry before it was handed over to 
the Homec Department on 6th December, 
1934. I understand from that department 
that the men there are doing good work. 
If any hon. member cares to visit this farm 
he will see a genuine effort made at reforma­
tive work by a Labour Government. The 
results so far are satisfactory. 

I want to conclude by pointing out that 
during the year three additional national 
parks were proclaimed. As everyone knows, 
a national park, a State forest, or a tim her 
reserve is proclaimed by Parliament, and 
can be used for other purposes only with the 
consent of Parlirtment. The three new 
national parks proclaimed are at Lake 
Barrine, Lake Eacham, and the jungle land 
on the Gillies Highway. These three 
national parks comprise 336,000 acres. It 
will be of interest to hon. members to know 
that the area of national parks, State forests, 
and timber reserves now gazetted in Queens­
land is 6, 000,111 acres-the largest on record. 

I want to pay a final tribute to the Sub­
Department of Forestry for the work it is 
doing. I can assure the Committee that not 
only- are we Ina.king careful provisjon for 
the employment of men in our timber indus­
try by taking care of the sawmills, but we 
are also paying careful attention to the 
reforestation of the State. The hon. mem­
ber for Cunningham can sleep comfortable 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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to-night in the knowledge that neither hE> 
uor I shall be on this earth when the forests 
of Queensland are exhausted. 

HoNouRABLE l\1E}\BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) [7.39 p.m.]: 
The Minister drew attention to the tributes 
that ha,-e been paid to his Government and 
his own department bv certain sawmillers in 
Maryborough. I inte-rjected that a similar 
tribute had been paid to the Moorc Govern­
ment on account of its work. The work 
done by the Moore Government on behalf 
of the sawmillers at Maryborough was done 
at a time when it was needed most. Vnem-· 
ployment was rampant at the time not only 
in Brisbane but also in Maryborough. '.rhe 
Moore Government did certain things that 
gave a fillip to the industry and assisted 
considerably to place it on its present sound 
footing. 

I desire to draw the attention of the 
Committee to a letter that was sent to the 
Hon. A. E. Moore, M.L.A., when he was 
Premier of this State, by Messers vVilson, 
Hart, and Company, of lVIaryborough, which 
appears on page 492 of " Hansard " for 1934. 
and reads-

" Sir,-
" \Ye desire to record our appreciation 

of the dcc·ision made Ly the Government 
a. few days ago to further assist the saw­
milling indust.ry of this State by making 
a. further drop of royalty payable on 
pme and hardwood and, in addition, to 
pay a subsidy of 5s. per 100 feet on 
rough and dressed pine orderer! from 
the State. This dGcision will, in our 
opinion, give an impetus to the saw­
milling industry, particularly in South­
ern Queensland, inasmuch as it will 
permit of our accepting· orders for 
Queensland pme from the Southern 
States at clearly satisfactory rates. 

"vVc believe the Government's action 
will be the foundation upon which a 
J arge export trade will be built within 
a. comparatively ohort space of time pro­
vided, of course, the millm-s themselves 
handle the situation as ic should be 
handled." 

I also desire to draw attention to a letter 
received by the Hon. A. E. Mooro about 
the same time from Messrs. Hyne and Son, 
Limited, Maryborough, which appears on 
page 483 of "Hansard " for 1934, and 
reads-

" \Ve wish to tender you and your 
colleagues of the Cabinet our sincere 
t~anks for your action in reducing royal­
tiPs on Loth log pme and hardwood and 
allowing a rebate of 5s. per 100 feet on 
all sa,Yn pine corning fron1 Cro1vn logs 
exported out of the State. 

" .we need hardly say that these con­
cessiOns arc Yery greatly appreciated and 
the assistance so afforded to the industrY 
will, in our opinion, be considerable. 
\Ve think that we should now soon be 
in a position to retrieve our lost Southern 
markPt, consequently placing us in a 
position to gin' more employment to 
rnany of our hands \vho have been \vork­
ing very short time." 

I desired to let the Committee knov> that 
it was not only the Labour Gm·ermnent that 
did something to assist the sawmillers of 
Maryborough. During a period when those 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

sa.wmillers, like other people, were suffer­
ing from the effects of the depression the 
Moore Government came to their assistance, 
and the policy initiated by them in that 
respect has only been continued by the 
present Government. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Tananyo) [7.44 p.m.): [ 
desire to pay a tribute to the Miuister for 
his ability in establishing a record for 
throwing bouquets during the course of a 
speech. I do not think a speech has been 
delivered in any Parliament in the Common­
wealth in the course of which m many 
bouquets have' boon thrown over such a. 
wide area-which practically embraced the 
"-orld-as that delivered by the "Ylinister 
to-night. 

During the course of this deLate the 
iYTinistor has twice said the settlement on 
the I\ anango-Blackbutt lino "·as in a remote 
portion of the State. If the :!Yiinistcr desires 
to reach that area he can do so by road 
or rail after travelling a little over 100 miles 
from Brisbane. I hope the Minister will act 
on the report that he has in his office in 
regard to this matter. 

Tho Land Administration Board and the 
representative of the Sub-Department of 
Forestry have written a very fine report. 
Th0 Minister mentioned the butter factory 
at ::\faC'kay as baYing bcneiitPd greatly by 
the opening up of the forestry reserves near 
Macka v. The same argument could be used 
in res]Ject of the land I refer to. Butter 
faf'tories have been erected, raihrays a11d 
roads constructed and everything necessary 
for settlement provided, with the exception 
of the most desira b:e convenience of all, 
schools. Manv of the settlers are unable to 
obtain schools· or recreation grounds simply 
on account of the forests surrounding the 
areas. I trust that the Secretarv for Public 
Lands "·ill ac-t upon the report sent in to 
the department. A certain portion of this 
area could be opened up for land settlement, 
without undue interference with forest 
lands. Primary production could go hand 
in hand with reforestation and this would 
create a balanced production for the district. 
The question is a very important one to the 
district and in add it ion the road ,tnd raih'. c1y 
facilities between Ipswich, Brisbane, and the 
Southern Bm·nett. 

I hope that it is not the intention of tho 
Go,-ernment to assist the large sa wmillers 
of the State, against the small millers. Tlw 
fornwr control what mi,:)1t be termed, in 
'Omo respects, a monopoJistic industry, and 
are a blo to squash out of existence tl1e 
small concerns. whi-ch have been c ccpcrienc­
ing a very hard time. 'I'he large monopolies 
ar<> thr> purchasers of tho timber. ";hich in 
YCl'.Y rnany cases is put up in such large 
quantitie- that it is ab-olutely impossible 
for the small millers to make a 1mrchasc. 
Tlw large millers are then in a positiu" to 
ration -out supplies to their smaller 
(O~I0aguPs. 

Mr. JESSON: Those arc the people yac1 
represent. 

Mr. ED\YAHDS: Those are the people 
the Government are representing on this 
occasion. vYe on this side represent the small 
miller as v<ell. 

Mr. WATERS: You have no right to say 
that. 

'\11-. EDW AIWS: That is tho position. 
TJ,e Govrrnrn' tJt should realise that it is 
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essential that the small millers should be 
kept going in their own districts because 
they are necessary to supply the local demand 
of sawn timber. 

Another matter that merits discussion in 
connection with the Sub-Department of 
Forestry is the practice of taking from certain 
districts a,n enormous amount of money with­
out returning a sufficient amount in the con­
struction of roads. In certa,in districts 
the roads are being used for hauling timber, 
the proceeds from the sale of which is paid 
into consolidated revenue. Certainly, under 
certain cin·umstances money in that fund 
has been allocated for the construction of 
roads. In districts where forestry and refore­
station operations are taking place, the 
forestry people in many instances use the 
roads much more than the settlers, yet the 
settlers are charged with their construction 
and maintenance. That seems to me to be 
most unfair and the position is agguvated 
when one finds that most of the money col­
lected from the sale of timber is spent in 
Brisbane. A large ,urn of this money 
could be well spent on the roads and a 
percentag·e put back into reforestation. I 
admit that a certain amount of money is 
being used for that purpose, but by no means 
enough. I realise that reforestation is a 
big question, but it is one of the avenues 
in which the unemployed could be best 
absorbed, because a successful reforestation 
scheme will prove a wonderful source of 
revenue to the State. Too much cannot be 
said in favour of reforestation on suitable 
land. The lands to which I have referred 
are a different proposition. Large areas are 
ayailable in Queensland for reforestation 
purposes, but, unfortunately, the Sub­
Department of Forestry seems to be con­
centratmg on those areas in which the timber 
has already been growing. I am certain 
there i.s much land which, if broken up and 
treate-d, would prove as suitable for refore­
station as that on 'Yhich the trees are grow­
mg at the present t1me. When one considers 
the enormous revenue derived by the State 
fr<:m the sa,Je of timber and. its carriage by 
ra1l for hund;oeds of m1les m m!l.ny cases, 
1t seems rather sad that the railways have 
lost money on lines in timber districts. 
~oads have been broken up, and the settlers 
m many mstances have been ca,lled upon to 
pay for the damage while the Sta,te has 
dra\vn an enormous revenue fron1 this sonrce. 
\Vith careful handling of the finances of 
the State we should have been a,ble to have 
constructed beautiful roads and to pay for 
the railways on which this timber ha' been 
hauled for .a number of years, out of the 
revenue denve.d from the timber. Districts 
that possessed large forests should now be 
standing far above all others in Queensland. 

Mr. NIM¥0 (Oxley) [7.53 p.m.]: The 
Mm1ster dehvered a very long speech on 
th1s vote. He indulged in a great dea,l of 
propaganda and did a good deal of adver­
tising. I consider him the champion adver­
tiser of the Government. He is a great 
publicity officer. Am I to understand the 
Minister to say that the Premier is employ­
mg 108 boys m this forestry work and has 
spent £14,000 in doing so? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: No. I 
said that the Premier found £14,000, and with 
~hat £14,000 we are employing 108 boys. 
I hose boys are all earning their money. 

Mr. NIMMO: It seems remarkable that 
I should find that the Commonwealth aid 

for forestrv is responsible for the emplov­
nwnt of Hl2 boys in the Sub-Department of 
Forestry. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : The 
Premier had to find £14,000 of that money. 

Mr. :'\IIMMO: The Minister should have 
given some credit to the Commonwealth 
Government, who inaugurated that scheme. 
The Nationalist Federal Government have 
been responsible for the employment of the 
boy,,. The Minister was discreetly silent 
on that point. One wonders if he would give 
credit to anybody but a Labour Govern­
ment, no matter what it did. I think the 
employment of those boys in forestrv work 
is a wise move, but I think the Govern­
ment who inaugurated the scheme should 
have credit for it. I find that the Sub­
:qepartment of Forestry is cutting out our 
t1mbers at a, very rapid rate. The :Yiinister 
has taken great credit for the huge sale of 
log timber last year. I think he said that 
95,000,000 superficial feet of pine had been 
cut. I notice that a big amount of that 
timber is going South as log timber. l 
hope that timber is not being slaughtered 
or g1ven a\Y&y, because in a short time our 
people in Queensland will not have any 
t1m~er here .and will. have to depend on 
outs1de supphes. I thmk I should be right 
in saying that within ten years Queensland 
will not have any soft woods of any conse­
quence left. Our forests should be more 
carefully preserved and the full price 
obtained for the State. 

Mr. JESSON: That is a damaging state­
ment you have made. 

Mr. NIMMO : By that log timber going 
South no work is provided in this StatP, 
and many of the smaller mills operating 
in Queensland are jeopardised. 

Mr. JESSON: How do you make that out'! 

Mr. :'-IIMMO: In a very short period 
these mills will be unable to get supplies 
unless they get them from the big importers 
of foreign timbers. 

Mr. HILTON: Have you not travelled 
Queensland' 

Mr. NIMMO: I have. What does the 
hon. member suggest? 

Mr. HrLTON: That you do not know any­
thing a bout forestry. 

Mr. NIMMO : know more a,bout 
forestrv than the hon. member. In the 
J\ianango area, certain timbers should have 
been preserved for the use of the people in 
that district. but the forests there have been 
wiped out completely and the land placed 
under farms. To-day the people have to 
pav very high prices in order to get timber. 
Nature has made certain places suitable 
for the growth of timber. The Minister 
referred to plantings at Beerburrum. First 
of all, the Labour Government made "' 
terrific mistake in placing returned soldiers 
on the land at Beerburrum. The Secretary 
for Agriculture and Stock wasted much 
public money in tobacco--

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I must a,sk 
the hon. member to confine his a,ttention to 
the vote. 

Mr. NIMMO: I will. The Sub-Depart­
ment of Forestry is planting timber in the 
Becrburrum area, now. Three different experi­
ments have been tried in that area and yet 

Jf r. N i1n1n0.] 
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we find this department embarking on this 
project. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : It is 
only by experimenting that you achieve 
success-even in the woollen industry. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order ! 

Mr. ="IMMO: Nature has shown us 
where softwood timbers will grow and the 
areas suitable for its growth should be 
preserved. I find that the Minister has 
claimed a record planting for the last year. 
It will take forty to forty-five years for that 
planting to replace the timber that was cut 
out last year, that is, at the rate of logging 
operations last year. 

Mr. POWER : How did you work it out ? 
Mr. NIMI\10 : I considered the area 

planted by the sub-department last year and 
the quantity of matured timber cut. In 
manv cases some of the trees would be 100 
year~ old. When timber is sent South, par­
ticularly log timber, that does not provide 
any employment for our people in this State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : That is 
rubbish. 

2\>fr. :'\IM;\,10: V cry little employment. 
The department should gPt a fair return for 
those logs. They should not be sold below 
a price sufficient to compensate the State if 
it has to purchase a similar quantity of 
timber by importing it from overseas. The 
Minister pointed out that a house could be 
constructed in Queensland at a cost of £503, 
and that a hol!se of the same size would co~t 
£LOOO in the South. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
so. 

Mr. ~DIMO: The Minister omitted tu 
inform us that the hcuse that would bo con­
structed in the South would be brick. that 
it would last for many years, and that the 
cost of insurauce, painting, and upkeep 
would be less. He failed to mention that 
after it had been erected for forty or fifty 
years it would probably realise its cost of 
construction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: I haTe 
seen brick houses deteriorate very quickly. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC 'NaRKS: I have 
seen house,; come down when they were in 
course of construction. 

Mr. NIMMO : I hope that the Department 
of Public \Vorks will build better houses 
than that. The Secretary for Public Lands 
should b., fair in his comparison. 

The SE'P.ETARY FOR Pt'BLIC LANDS : I riicl 
not make a comparison of my own. I quoted 
the case cited by the Brisbane Timber :Yler­
chants' Association. I gave it word for 
word and line for line. 

'.\Ir. ?>:I:\JMO: There is 1'0 comparison 
between the two houses. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You 
should tell the hon. member for Hamilton 
that his association was wrong. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the 
Sccretarv for Public Lands to cease inter­
rupting.· An hon. member is entitled to 
make his speech without interruption, but 
the hon. gentleman has been interrupting 
for some time. 

'\Ir. :'\I1:IMO: Thank ye u yery much, '.\Ir. 
Hanson. The 11inister stonewalled his own 
Estimates, and now he objects to his remarks 
being l'riticised. It is not fair to compare 
a wooden house and a brick hous0. In a 
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warm climate like Queensland, wooden 
houses serve the purposes of the people very 
well; but the Minister knows t.hat a wooden 
house of the dimensions mentioned by him 
could be constructed at a lesser cost in the 
South because of the rebates allowed to 
people who purchase timber. So his com­
parison cuts no ice whatever. I siznp1y rost: 
to urge the Minister to exercise caution in 
anything he may do. I pay a tribute to the 
officer i11 charge of forestry, Mr. Grenning. 
He is doing excellent work. He received 
splendid training under the faithful guid­
ance of his old chief, who, I am pleased to 
say, now occupies the highest position in the 
realm of forestrv in Australia. His services 
were lost to this. State, but he is now happy 
in his important position in a neighbouring 
State. 

Item (Forestry) agreed to. 

SURVEY OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Ii erbert): I move-

" That £73,914 be granted for ' Survey 
Office.' " 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (D'Ilby) [8.5 
p.m.]: I desiro to enter my protest against 
the exorbitant survey fees charged by the 
Department of Public Lands. I think somfl­
thing should be done to reduce them. l 
am informed that the department makes no 
profit out of the feos., but that a loss is 
incurred. It sooms extraordinarv that 8 urYev 
fees of a comiderable amount should bo 
charged against a very small block of land. 
Some years ago, when the land in my el<e~­
torate was heavily infested with prickly­
pear, it 1-vas necessary for surveyors to 
employ men to slash their way through the 
pear for the ,urvey lines. Owing to the 
extra expense this additional work entailed 
the fees were increased. This land is clear 
of pear to-day. It is the fees on the reclaimed 
land I am compl_aining about. Not only 
are sune_vors rchevecl of the expense of 
engaging labour to clear a. lano in the pear 
but the basic wage has also been reduced. 
Work that previoush' took the surveyor a. 
week can now be accomplished in a da,, 
or two. \Yhy are the fees not reduced? 
That is the important point. The selector.< 
on this land are, generally speaking, not 
rich men 'with money to spare or men with 
heaYy financial backing. They are men with 
limited means. If the survey fee' were 
reduced hv £5 or £10 it would considerablY 
assist the~. A reduction of the survey fe~-s 
by this amount would enable such a man to 
0btain wmething urgently needed for his 
selection. That is why I ask the Minister 
to take the altered conditions into considera­
tion. We also know that manv of the com­
modities wld by the'e produc.ers are from 
25 to 75 per cent. lower in price to-day than 
they wore three or four years ago. It is 
only right and proper that the Minister 
should go thoronghly into the mattPr with a 
view to bringing about a reduction. 

Mr. PoWER: Why didn't your Government 
do it during your three years of office? 

Mr. GODFREY 2\lORGAN: I told the 
hon. member that the prickly-pear had not 
been eradicated at that time. He is excused 
for his lack of lmowledge in that connection 
because', being a city member. he would know 
nothing about it. When ho interjects on 
matters affecting the country he makes him· 
self appear ridiculous. 
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This is not a party question. I am ask­
ing that this matter be investigated with a 
view to some relief to the small settler. 
Anyone who has had experience of land 
settlement realises that during the first year 
or two after a settler takes up an area he 
needs every penny he can get for the pur­
pose of increasing the productivity of his 
land. Therefore, I ask the Minister to 
investigate the matter with a view to bring­
ing about a reduction in survey fees. 

Mr. JESSON (Kcnnedy) [8.11 p.m.]: The 
only obiection the hon. member for Dalby 
has to the passing of this vote is that he 
considers wrvey fees arc too high. There 
may be isolated cases where suney fees aro 
high, owing to the situation and condition 
of the country to be surveyed. Despite what 
the hon. member says I know from experi­
ence that various local authorities have 
applied to the department to carry out 
surveys in regard to water schemes and other 
matters, and have thereby saved hundreds 
of pounds, which they would have had to 
pay out in addition to the charge made by 
the department if they had their work 
carried out by private surveyors. The hon. 
member has a single-track mind, and criti­
cises the policy of the Government, irrespec­
tive of its soundness. 

The hon. member made a ridiculous state­
ment in regard to prickly-pear. He argued 
that it took longer to carry out stuvej s in 
previous years because the prickly-pear was 
so dense-before the Government introduced 
the cactoblastis that cleared it out. The 
hon. member appears to forget that the 
country on which prickly-pear grew in those 
days is all settled at the present time, and 
there is no need for surveying any of it. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAX : You know nothing 
about it. That is the only land available 
for settlement in the future. 

Mr. JESSON: This is the first appear­
" nee of the hon. mNnbc>r for Dalby tc.-doy, 
and I think it is a matter of Dutch courage. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Hon. mem­
bers are not entitled to make personal reflec­
tions on other hon. members, and I ask 
the hem. member to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. JESSO:'\: I withdraw. I trust, Mr. 
Chairman, you will keep the hon. member 
in his place while I am speaking. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. JESSON: I reiterate my statement 
that local authorities and others have asked 
the department to carry out snrveys for 
them, and they have t-hus saveJ hundreds 
of pounds. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:i\'DS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbert) [8.14 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Dalby always makes the 
same speech on this vot<-. If horr. members 
will look up " Hansard," page 1183, for 
1934, they will see the same speech, word for 
worJ, and in 1933 he made the same remarks. 
And I must make the same speech in reply 
as I made before. 'V e do not make any 
profit out of survey fees. If we reduced the 
fees we should lose money. If the hon. 
member and his party are satisfied to increase 
the deficit of the State by making rebates 
on survey foes this Government are not. 
\Ve have a duty to the taxpayers. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You do not always recog­
nise that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
We always recognise it, and the hon. mem­
ber and his party recognised it when they 
were on this side of the Chamber. During 
the three years his Government were in 
power and he was a Cabinet Minister he 
did not do anything to bring about a reduc­
tion. The Government are making a loss 
on the fees. 

There is. one matter in connection with the 
Survey Office to which I wish to draw the 
attention of the Committee. This year we 
have initiated a scheme whereby cadet sur­
veyors are employed, and that provides work 
for lads in the forestry and other depart­
ment,. Similarly we are training a number 
of cadets who later on will be competent sur­
veyor--. V.fe do not intend to make them 
take the outside examinaTion. As the boys 
progress they will find work on th;; staff. 

Item (Survey Office) agred to. 

!RRIGATJO)i AXD WATEH SUPPLY. 

The SECRETAEY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. £'. Pease. Hu·bat): I move:-

"That £30._049 b~ grant~~ for ' Irri­
gatiOn and \\ ater ;:,upply . 

Mr. BRA:'\D (lsis) [8.16 p.m.]: This vote 
has been considerably increased and it is 
quite evident that there has been a 
reorganisation in the department. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR P1;BLIC LANDS : That 
lS SO. 

Mr. BRA:\"D: The Minister has not made 
any explanation for the appreciable increase 
in the vote. The very first item m the vote 
is the Eng·ineL'r in Charge. As compared 
with last year the salary of this officer has 
been increased from £600 to £1,000. Thi>­
is a large increase unless in the scheme of 
reorganisation a new alJJlOintment has been 
made. ''Vater supply and irrigation is one 
of the most important questions that this 
Chamber can discuss. Over a number of 
years everv political party has considered 
water and- foJdcr conver,ation as essential 
to the future e-conomic life of Queensland, 
and I trust that the increased appropriation 
asked for will mean that wme real work 
will be done anJ that we are not merely 
passing the increased amount for a staff 
that will sit in offices and collate infor­
lnation, valuable though such inforrnation 
may be to the State of Queensland. I hope 
that the Government intend to carry out 
;omc real water supply and irrigation work. 
It is a national question. 

Everv rnentber recognises that the Coln­
monwei'tlth Go,·ermnent are interested in a 
matter of such national moment. Through· 
out the debates that have taken place on 
i he, Estimates for the Department of Lands 
it has been emphasised that in every particu­
lar the Commonwealth Government has 
come to the aid of certain industries. In 
the rna tter of road transport the Common­
wealth Government have laid down a scheme 
to give the people of Queensland, througb. 
their local Ultthorities, an assured rrwans 
of securing better roads, which mean,, 
'·heaper and better transport. In irrigation 
and water supply the Commonwealtt-, 
Go.-ernment. who after all cannot burke the 
fact that they have more money and are in 
a better po.,ition to get money than this 
State. should recognise some responsibility 
in this great national question. The protec­
t-ion of the country from drought by moans 
of water conservation is a national 

Jlr. Brand.] 
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work. In a country where drought so often 
racks the land and plays havoc with the 
national wealth the Commonwealth Govern· 
ment must rec~gnise that the State should 
have some help. I question whether there 
are any communities in Queensland that 
could embark on irrigation without some 
assistance. In fact, I do not think the State 
Government can give the relief that is neces­
sary to the communities that embark on 
these undertakings unless they receive 
assistance from the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. Therefore, I ask the Minister to 
endeavour to obtain the assistance of the 
Commonwealth Government in devising a 
scheme that wiil provide a practical method 
by which the people of Queensland can 
undertake an irrigation system that will 
protect this State from drought. By keep­
ing the State free from drought, we shall 
add to the earning capacity of our country 
and to our national wealth. 

My mind goes back to the time when the 
Government entered into such undertakings 
as the lnkPniD.an and Da wson V alley irri­
gation schemes. The Inkerman irrigation 
scheme was estimated to cost approximately 
£130,000, but it cost a great deal more than 
that. Despite the fact that the Go.-ernment 
handed the scheme over to the Inkerman 
farmers for £200,000 the amount of money 
written off the scheme exceeded £371,000, so 
that before the Home Hill and Inkerman 
aH~as could afford to take over that scheme, 
the Government had to write off a co!lsider­
able amcunt of the fn·st cost. 

Although the Da wson V alley scheme did 
not reach the dimensions proposed by its 
originators, the community of Theodore were 
unable to meet the cost, and the Government 
have "carried the babv." We should be able 
to arrive at a :schen18 for providing water 
supply and irrigation to the people of 
Queensland without their having to stand 
thP whole of the cost. As l said before, thn 
cost is beyond their capacity to pay. It has 
been proved to be so in Queensland, and I 
think we are practical enough to recognise 
that it will prove to be so again. The con­
~ervation of water is a definite asset to the 
country, and its cost should be borne either 
by t'1e State or by the Commonv. ealth and 
s·tatc Gov<'rnments combined. If we could 
lock our water streams throughout the 
countrvside I believe that it would be pos­
sible f;r the community to find some means 
of using that water and applying it to the 
land. 

It may Le possible to propound a. scheme 
similar to that operating in connectiOn w1th 
main roads where a certain amount of the 
cost is bo;ne by tho people directly con­
cerned. Besides benefiting the people who 
use the irrigation system, the scheme would 
bo an advantage to communities other than 
~hose directly concerned. Only recently tho 
Bino-era district in my electorate installed 
an irrigation scheme, and since that time 
there has been no unemployment in that 
communitv. Further than that, that com­
mnnitv h8:s given employment to many more 
work8l'S in the sugar industry than they 
were able to engage formerly. The irriga­
tion system has also had .the effect of 
pro-ciding the Bingera mill with sufficient 
suaar-cano to carry it over any se€Lsonal 
difficulty. In fact, if there is any dis­
abilitv to be suffered through that scheme, 
it is ln the fact that it has been the means 
of providing more sugar-cane than the ~ill 
can treat. up to 1ts peak capac1ty. 

[Mr. Brand. 

Ui:tdoubtcdly, in that area it has proved of 
great benefit, and in the Bingera area there 
is considerable prosperity. I believe similar 
schemes should be evolved for other parts 
of Queensland, but, again, I say I doubt 
the capacity of the community to pay for 
the cost of the work and the interest charges 
involved. I believe some national scheme 
will have to be evolved. 

In the conservation of water, as in the 
conservation of fodder, some forward step 
must be m(tde, and the appropriation we arc 
asked to pass indicates, at least. some step 
in that direction. I should like to know 
from thQ Minister whether it is proposed to 
make some big step forward, more particu­
larly in regard to the amount of money 
which might be available from the Grown 
for these works. No doubt he will be able 
to say in his reply whether the increased 
vote is only going to deal with the matter 
of water on the stock routes of 'Queensland. 
Whilst that is very desirable, and whilst we 
should spend money to enable stoek to move 
in difficult periods, there is also the big 
question of the irrigation of our agricultural 
areas. In that respect, I urge the Minist0r 
to give thought to building up a practicable 
scheme of irrigation to protect the people 
in difficult periods. 'l'he vote is ono I agree 
with. I bnlieve we should spend money in 
this direction. There are many agricultur a! 
areas where an irrigation scheme would 
undoubtedly help in tho solution of the great 
difficulties that confront us~that of unem­
ployment, for instance, which has been 
regarded by all political parties as the most 
difficult we have' to meet. In agriculture, 
without irrigation we cannot hope to employ 
men to an extent that will rf'duce tmemploy­
ment. Only by irrigation can we hope to 
take men from the unemployed market and 
place them in work of a reproductive nature. 
to the advantage not only of thernselveo; but 
also of the whole of the people of the State. 

Mr. BRASSINGTO=" (Fortitude T"a/l,- y) 
[8.29 p.m.]: The hon. member for Isis asked 
that a forward step be made in a policy for 
t,ho purpose of coURerving water and gene­
rally meeting the many difficulties that 
confront this State in times of drought. 
The hon. gentleman has probably overlooked 
the fact that the Government are making 
such a s,tep. I am pleased to know that the 
Government intend to improve the water 
facilities on the stock routes, to enable 
travelling stock to be moved from place to 
place in difficult times. As one with experJ­
ence in the West I think that is a wise 
policy and wil'l hav,e a splendid result. 
Generally speaking, irrigation and water 
supply demands th_e attention of every Parli~­
ment in Austraha, but there are certam 
problems that affect this State in particular 
to which, I believe, this Government could 
give consideration with a view to devising a 
practicable scheme of relief. 

But I do not think that anv effective 
scheme of relief in this connecti"on can be 
carried into effect by the State- Government 
a!on0. If a policy of water supply and ir:i­
gation is to be successful, it will haYe to M 
carried into practical effect by the Federal 
Government. We have the evidence of the 
severe stock losses during the recent drought, 
and we have also the eYidence of similar 
heavy losses down through the: years as t.he 
result of a lack of a sufficient water supply. 
That prompts me to point out that although 
we have had these unpleasant expenences 
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time and time again, and are well aware of 
the economic losses through the ravages of 
drought, and although there is urgent 
demand for a scheme to a vert these tragic 
losses in the future, there is a, tendency on 
the part of the peoplf', including those 
vitally concerned, to forget it~ evil conso­
quencC's immediately after a drought has 
broken. They are satisfied to discuss the 
tragic losses in a casual way and to continue 
their industry with a feeling of uncertainty 
as to prospects in the future, not giving any 
thought to the question of mitigating the 
losses, until drought overtakes them again. 

I have heard opinions expressed in this 
Committee and read others in the public 
Press on this all-important question. It is 
asked: how can water be successfully con­
served in the rivers in the western portion 
of the State? I do not claim to be an 
engineer, nor do I claim to be an authority 
on this important question, but I know that 
during a wet season in the \Vest an enormous 
quantity of water is allowed to flow to waste. 
If the problem is Yiewed as a national one 
and a thorough inYestigation is made, it 
may be possible to lock the western streams 
and so conserve the water for use during dry 
spells. I do not think that that is impos­
,ible. I have in mind the fact that by the 
construction of many weirs and dams in our 
westorn rivers it has been possible to con­
serve a limited supply of water for a period 
of one or two years, and if that can be 
achieved in a small way it may be possible 
to do it on a larger scale and eyentnally 
cope with the serious problem that arises 
during recurring droughts. 

The general opinion is held that the rain­
fall in the ·west does not provide a sufficient 
quantity of water to justify the project, but 
i" may interest some people to know that 
during a wet season, when Cooper's Creek 
overflows its banks, it is 40 miles wide at 
certain points. The other rivers oYcrflow 
their banks also, and the water spreads for 
a considerable distance. In view of the 
enormous quantity of water that goes to 
waste during the wet season. I think it 
should be possible for engineers to devise 
some means of impounding enough for use 
in dry times. It could be utilised to supply 
the requirements of stock that would other­
wise die from thirst, and it could also be 
utilised for irrigation purposes, perhaps in 
a limited way, to grow fodder that could 
also be conserved in our western areas. 
There are immense tracts of fertile soil 
along the we~.tPrn rivers, an'l it mav be 
possible for engineers to conserve the \Vater 
to irrigate lucerne, which could b,-, set aside 
to offset the tragic consequences of droughts. 

The problem is certainly a very grave and 
difficult one. If the State and Common­
wealth Governments do not tackle it as 
soon as possible and droughts recur with 
their enormous losses the time will arrive 
when our pastoral indnstry will be almost 
valueless. The only method of tackling this 
problem properly is for the State and 
Commonwealth Governments to co-operate 
with a view to investigating it thoroughly 
by the appointment of prominent engineers 
and experts to make a complete survey of 
the whole position and lay down a definite 
policy. Such a policy has been successfully 
adopted in other countries, and it can be 
done in Australia. The sooner we take a 
step forward and adopt a policy, first, of 
water conservation, and, secondly, of fodder 

conservation, the sooner we shall introduce 
the finest insurance scheme of all against 
drought. It would be the means of guaran­
teeing stability and continuity of production 
to our most important industry. 

Mr. FOLEY (~Yormanby) [8.37 p.m.]: 
To-da v' s discussion, particularly on this 
Yote, ·has been very interesting. It has 
been clearly shown that much can be done 
to bring about an improvement of conditions 
generally in our State by the adoption of 
a sound systematic system of irrigation. It 
has been suggested that the Commonwealth 
Government should combine with the State 
to bring to a successful issue some of the 
big projects that are possible of achieve­
ment at present. That is sound advice, 
especially in view of the fact that those 
irrigation projects that ha \'C been completed 
have shown the necessity for assistance other 
than what the State has afforded. Gener­
ally, when the State embarks on an irri­
gation scheme the aim is to make it as 
nearly self-supporting as possible; that is 
to say, to get sufficient revenue from th<) 
project to enable interest and redemption 
to be paid on the cost. That policy has 
become verv burdensome for those settlers 
who desire 'to engage in agriculture. 

Quite an honest attempt was made in the 
Dawson Valley district to try out the possi­
bilities of irrigation. The project originally 
determined on was too great to undertake 
at once, and work of an experimental nature 
was first embarked on. On the advice of a 
Commonwealth expert it was recommended 
that Theodore should be adopted as a site 
for an experimental irrigation scheme. The 
result has been that the settlers, after work­
ing for a number of years, have found that 
their commitments cannot be met, and in 
consequence practically every settler is in 
arrears with his payments. Originally 3,526 
acres of land were set aside for irrigation 
purposes. That area was divided into 264 
irrigable farms of an ayerage area of 
13 acres each, and in the early part of 
the scheme each settler was restricted to two 
irrigable blocks. The rental charged for the 
irrigable land was laid down originally at 
30s. an acre, and for non-irrigable land­
that is, land that could be watered only at 
certain times-a charge of 5s. an acre was 
laid down for each watering. The rental 
R.harge to the selector for land adjoining the 
irigation blocks was laid down at 2s. an 
acre. As a result of the difficnlties that 
arose on that settlement a commission was 
appointed to investigate the cause of the 
difficulties of the settlers. A very extensive 
inquiry was conducted by that commission 
and certain recommendations were made to 
the Government. Although it recommended 
a reduction on the charge for dry land from 
2s. an acre to as little as 4d. an acre, no 
alteration was made in the charge of 30s. 
an acre for the irrigable land. Since that 
recommendation was made to the Govern· 
ment quite a number of settlers have failed 
and left the settlement. Early in 1933 there 
were 111 settlers on the irrigation settle­
ment itself, and 13 on what is known 
as the Plainby area. At the end of last 
year 77 were left on the irrigation settle­
ment, and since that time quite a number 
of those have had to leave the settlement 
owing to the fact it was impossible for 
them to enter into any arrangement whatso· 
ever with the department for the purpose of 
meeting their commitments. 

M1·. Fol£y. i 
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The matter is one that req.ui~es further 
investigation. If a comm1sswn, after 
thoroughly investigating the conditions 
obtaining on that settlement, comes to a 
conclusion that those settlers can pay 30s. 
an acre for irrigable land, and after that 
recommendation is made nearly half of the 
settlers are compelled to leave it, something 
is wrong. It has been said during the 
discussion on these Estimates that we have 
a verv efficient body in existence known as 
the Bureau of Industry. That body was 
established for the purpose of thoroughly 
investigating projects placed before it by 
the Government. I suggest to the Minister 
that he refer the question, of rents particu­
larly, to that body, asking it to make a 
further investigation into this matter to 
see if it is not possible to recommend a 
reduction to, say. £1 an acre, which would 
probably give those settlers a chance to 
make a living. 

The position to·day is one of insecurity. 
I have read the discussions that have taken 
place at the meetings of the advisory board 
on the settlement. The Minister gave me 
permission to see the files and this question 
was discussed at one of the meetings. The 
cons0nsus of opinion of the representatives 
of the settlers on that board was that a 
feeling of insecuritv existed on the settle· 
ment.. The cause of this feeling was the 
fact that 30s. an acre for irrigated land was 
too heavy. This condition of affairs is the 
result of the tremendous fall in price 
of the main products of the settlement. cotton 
anrl butter. There is no large market avail· 
o blo to tlw sC'ttlcment to allow of market 
gardening and the production of other crops 
that are raised in other irrigation areas 
throughout Australia. The settlers are com­
pelled to grow cotton and do dairying and, 
as hon. members are aware, the ruling prices 
for these commodities make9 it verv difficult 
indeed to meet the rental charged. Were 
the Minister to make some helpful gesture, 
even though the result was a loss to the 
department, it would give some encourage­
ment to those settlers remaining in the dis­
trict to carry on their operations and in 
time prove that in Queensland land can be 
worked on the irrigation system. 

Many of these settlers have come from 
as far afield as Great Britain. others from 
the Southern States, and though they have 
had farming experience elsewhere they have 
had to learn how to farm land under irriga· 
tion conditions. That takes several seasons. 
During his visit to the settlement the 
Minister asked one of the settlers as to his 
prospects for the futuro. He replied that 
they were fairly bright, but that it had 
taken him three years to learn how to work 
the soil under these conditions. That is 
just one of the small difficulties that beset 
these settlers. Of course, there are other 
problems that could be handled iby the 
department, but on investigation it will be 
found that what I have mentioned is the 
main one. 

The commission that investigated the cir. 
cumstances of the settlement has drawn up 
a report and made recommendations to the 
Government, but the fact remains that since 
the issue of the report over forty settlers 
have been compelled to ]pave because of 
inability to meet their obligations to the 
Crown. As has been pointed out the settlers' 
representatives on the advisory board, now 
established on the settlement, contend that 

[Mr.Foley. 

the rental charge is the greatest burden 
under which they labour. 

I commend to the Minister the suggestion 
I have offered that if he is not prepared to 
take the responsibility himself he should at 
least place the matter before the Bureau 
of Industry for im-e,tigation and report to 
the Government. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunninqham) [8.51 p.m.]: 
I have perused the figures for the Sub· 
Department of Irrigation and \V a tor Supply 
and thev do not hold out much hope for 
irrigatio!1 in the future. Much nonsense was 
talked about irrigation and many glowmg 
speeches were made when this, the original 
commission, was created. Some very 
expensive experiments were initiated, but 
no irrigation settlement in Queensland has 
been a success. The onlv success the depart­
ment has had has bee'n in finding water 
supplies in western areas and creating water 
supply systems for towns. vV e were very 
luckv that we did not go on with the Theo­
dore" dam. We stopped, and instead of 
losing about £4,000,000 or £5,000,000 we lost 
only about £750,000. 

I notice that there has been a great jump 
in the estimate for this sub-department this 
vear. The work is to be carried along on the 
same linf's as its past successes, but the work 
performed does not seem to be worth the 
money expended, cspociall;: when we find an 
increase of over £6,000 in salaries alone. 
The expenditure in salaries for this year is 
practically double. I admit that the depart. 
mcnt has done some good work. 

Mr. W. J. CoPLEY: More than it did under 
your control. 

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member for 
Bulimba is quite wrong. \Vhen I took over 
that department I certainlv cut down expen· 
diture. • 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That is easy to do. 
Mr. DEACON: The department did as 

1nuch useful work as was porform0d during 
the·, pl'CYiou~ year. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That is not right. 
Mr. DEACON: It is quite right, and I 

had better men at the head of affairs than 
were there previously. 

Mr. W. J. CoPLEY: That is not right. 

Mr. DEACON: It is quite right. I put 
better men at the head of the department 
than were there before. It was at that 
time a rrwss, and it had to be cleaned up. 
The Minister in ch:ngo of tlw department 
at the present time would be well advised, 
before undertaking any expensive work in 
the way of irrigation, to make a C<treful 
examination of it. I do not believe in 
irrigation work in Qneensland with the rain­
fall that we have. Irrigation in Queensland 
with the rainfall we have is not likely to 
bo a success. Experience in irrigetion work 
elsewhere in the world has demonstrated 
that. 

Mr. JESSON: What about the Nile? 
Mr. DEACON: Exactly. That is irriga­

tion conducted in a dry country. but rain­
fall makes all the difference. If you 
irrigate and there is rain on top of it, thP 
land may be spoilt. You can have too much 
water on the land and make it sour. Wl' 
have heavy falls of rain one week and at 
the beginning of the next week we do not 
know what the weather will be. If you 
water crops too heavily and the wet s•ason 
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sets in, your crops are ruined by too much 
water. Every farmer understands that. We 
have had crops ruined bv rainfall in almost 
every area in Queensland. \Ve are not 
likely_ to make a succc's of irrigation in any 
a roa m Queensland m the agricultural zone. 
I would not r('C'On1nlcud .anv scherne as 
worthy of consideration unless' it was on a 
small scale, and even then it would be no 
good unless the farmer choose his own 
system himself and was capable of working 
it. Before the Government spends any 
la-rge amount of money on irrigation settle­
ments they should read the story of the loss 
on the Dawson Valley scheme in the report 
of the Auditor-General for this year. So 
much was spent and so little obtained in 
return. 

At 8.57 .p.m., 
Mr. NIMMO (Oxlcy), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: \Vhat was the per­
centage return on the money spent? 

Mr. DEACON: It is easy for the hon. 
member to read the report himself. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: I thought you know. 

Mr. DEACON: I have read it, but I do 
not want to weary hon. members with 
figures. All hon. members have got that 
report and they have got the report of the 
department. They can read those reports 
themwlves. Thev would have read them if 
t.hey had- done their job. If they have not 
had time they can read the report of the 
Auditor-General and sec the record of the 
money wasted and thrown away. Men were 
ruined. They were brought here by glowing 
mpo_rts of the wonderful district they were 
commg to. They read the speeches made 
by hon. members of the Government, who 
boosted the scheme to the skies-without 
making any inquiry and without making an 
examination of the land and without an 
examination as to whether irrigation in that 
area would be a success, and not even 
making inquiries as to whether the dam site 
on which they proposed to spend £1,000,000 
was a suitable site or not: It was only 
after borings had been made by the Com­
monwealth Government that it was dis­
covered that the place where it was proposed 
to spend £2,000,000 was not suitable as a 
dam site. When the Development and 
Migration Commission came to this State 
and made inquiri0~: into the project. with 
the object of assisting the State, it dis­
covered that. no borings had been ma3c ! 
The whole thing was a scandaL 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: What do you think 
about the Western Australian policy? 

Mr. DEACON: A very convenient subject 
for the hon. member for Bulimba to use to 
try to draw me off the matter under discus­
sion. (Laughter.) We cannot get away from 
the vote, which deals with irrigation. 

Mr. KING: You cannot get away from it. 
Mr. DEACON: I shall not try to get 

away from it; it is a subject worth discuss­
ing. I want to save the State an expendi­
ture that may not be warranted. I grant 
that the department employs good officers 
and that they have done some good work 
but there is no justification whatever fo; 
the increased expenditure contemplated this 
year. I hope that when the Minister sub­
mits his reasons for increasing the expendi-

ture, he will not tell us that it is the 
intention of the Government to embark upon 
extensive irrigation works elsewhere in the 
State. We should at least make a thorough 
investigation before anything further is 
done in that direction. Past Governments 
have lost a considerable amount of money 
in wild-cat schemes in this State; let us 
lose no more. 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) [9.3 p.m.]: 
In irrigation we have a very important 
subject of discussion. The Minister is to 
be highly commended for deciding to 
increase the vote by a little over £6,000, 
which, I take it, means that it is the inten­
tion of the Government to carry out a 
greater amount of investigation work. That 
suggests to me that the State in the past 
has been placed at a considerable disadvan­
tage through the lack of irrigation facilities. 
I have much pleasure in supporting the 
remarks of the hon. member for Isis and 
the hon. member for Fortitude V alley con­
cerning the Western sheep country, and I 
agree that it may be necessary to seek the 
co-operation of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment in the inauguration of a comprehen­
sive scheme to prevent the appalling economic 
losses that take place during droughts that 
occllr from time to time. 

I agree with the hon. member for Cun­
ningham that financial losses have been 
incurred and mistakes have heen made in 
connection with irrigation schemes, but arc 
we to decide that on that account we are 
not to make any further attempt to overcome 
many of the problems confronting the 
country? It is wrong to take up such an 
attitude on a matter of national importance. 
We are adopting an attitude of despair 
when we say, "We have done as much as 
we can, we can do no more. If millions of 
sheep perish through lack of water or 
grass we cannot help it." That is not an 
attitude that I am prepared to take up, 
and I am sure that it is not an attitude that 
will be supported by hon. members on this 
side. 

Take what has been done in irrigation in 
New South Wales and Victoria. Some con­
siderable time ago a scheme was propounded 
to increase the wealth of Victoria and New 
South Wales by locking the wateB of the 
river Murray, and it was estimaled that 
such a scheme would support a population 
of 30,000,000 in the Murray Valley. I believe 
that to be correct. It might be that their 
problems are more simple than ours. A 
numbers of rivers in those States are fed by 
the snows, which provide them with a normal 
annual supply of water. They are also more 
fortunate in having a more regular winter 
rainfall. Queensland possesses wonderful 
tracts of the most fertile 'country in thn 
world, but it is a little differently situated. 
A great belt of our country is situated 
within the area between the northern limit 
of the winter rain and the- southern limit 
of the summer rains. In some seasons the 
winter rains do not extend as far north as 
they do in other seasons, and likewise there 
are times when the summer rains do not 
extend as far south as at others. Then there 
are periods when this belt gets both winter 
and summer rains. There are other times 
when it is affected by pPriods of drollght. 
through the failure of both the winter and 
summer rains. That is the reason why the 
rainfall is so uncertain throughout the whole 
of our Central district. The position is 

Mr. H. H. Collins.] 
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worthy of the fullest investigation by engi­
neers. They can ad v·ise us what can be done 
to ronserve the water that at times is so 
plclitiful, and so valuable at other times 
when ''e are without it. 

The question of the expensE' of such an 
undertaking naturally arises. vVho c!'n deny 
that the lack of water is not costmg this 
State millions upon millions of pounds'! 
The Estimates disclose that the Government 
haYo provided over £1,000,000 in rebates to 
the v\' est ern people on account of drought 
conditions. It would be Yery difficult w 
estimate the losses sustained by the great 
pastoral industry. It would not be an over­
estimate to sav that the destructiOn of our 
flocks has cost this State £10,000.000. We 
have to consider, not only the loss occasioned 
by the death of large numbers of sheep, but 
the loss also of the product of those sheep. 
v,· e can visualise what the lack of water coat 
this State in the last year. Courage is 
needed to face this problem. Queensland 
stands more to gain by having a complete 
survey made of the possibilities of irrigation 
as a mean of protectwn against drought than 
anv other State in the Commonwealth. That 
is -;,_hv I believe the Minister is on the right 
track" in providing for an increaoed appro­
priation in this vote. I should bo very 
pleased if more money was appropriated. 

The drought problem must be solved 
largely in that part of the country where it 
occurs. Bulk supplies of fodder are neces­
sary to keep sheep and cattle in a healthy 
condition, and that fodder must be grown 
in the districts where drought occurs. A 
certain amount of the fodder. such as maize, 
can be brought in from the coast where 
rainfall is good, but the bulk of it must be 
conserved in the \Yestern country. and I 
believe it can be. The policy of the Govern­
ment of putting more water on the stock 
routes is a most commendable one, and one 
that must appeal to all the pastoral corn· 
munity. Water on stock routes is just as 
necessary as grass, but that is part of 
another subject. 

The Inkerman sugar district has bene­
fited immensely by irrigation. It may have 
cost the country a considerable amount of 
money, but I believe it is saving the country 
far more than it cost. The results of thP 
scheme may be observed in the Home Hill 
and Ayr district, which is the heaviest 
producing district in Australia; and I 
believe as time goes on and we are able t,o 
absorb more of our sugar crop in this 
country a great many of the other sugar 
districts in Queensland will " go and do 
likewise." 

Another phase of irrigation is the possi­
bilities that offer so far as tobacco is con­
cerned. The Minister has already caused 
an investigation to be made into the possi­
bilities of irrigation in one of the tobacco 
districts in North Queensland, and has 
promised a further investigation into the 
possibilities of irrigation in the Mareeba 
and Dimbulah districts. Our tobacco 
industry should be worth £2,000,000 a year 
to this State at the present time. 

Before we commenced growing any in 
Queensland we had imported tobacco to 
that value each year, over a period of 
years. It has been proved that parts of 
Queensland, particularly North Queensland, 
are capable of producmg the best tobacco 
that can bt grown in Australia; and possibly 
as time goes on and we cultivate a taste 
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for our own tobacco-as they have done in 
Africa and in other countries where tobacco 
is grown and used-we shall prefer our own 
to the imported article. !rl'lgatwn fo~ tf!e 
purpose of tobacco growing has moro lll lt 
than meets the eye at first glance. '_!'he 
tobacco plant is one of the most susceptible 
1o di,ease. Our rainfall throughout Queens­
land is very uncertain. Rain generally falls 
from the beginning of Dec_ember, and 

rowers set their seed-beds m order to 
Ttave the plants ready to plant out when 
the storms come. If the first storms do not 
come when they expect them, they may have 
to keep their plants in the. seed -J:>eds for 
three or four weeks. and it IS durmg that 
period that the tobacco plant_ suffer~ more 
damage than m any other perwd of Its !If<:· 
If it is crowded up m the seed-beds It Is 
the prey of blue mould, bud worm, r?ot _rot, 
and manv other minor diseases to whwh It _Is 
subject. ·on the other hand, with a certam 
amount of irrigatiou. whereby that plant 
could be established in the field the d?-y It 
is readv to be planted out-and I claim a 
great amount of irrigatio_n i~ not f!CCessary 
--and permitted to estabhsh Itself, It would 
grow successfully, because once established 
it can stand a tremendous amount of dry 
weather. Like other delicate plan~s­
cabbage or lettuce, for instance-it reqmres 
a o-reat deal of attention at the delicate 

rei1od of transplanting. Rain fall~ regul­
ar! v cverv summer, and the fall Is quite 
suffi~cient-\vith irrigation-to grow <;noug~h 
tobacco to meet the needs of Austrah_a. lt 
may be necessary to have a re-loc_atwn of 
the tobacco settlements up there In order 
that they may be within a reasonable area 
for a system of irrigation, but with_ such a 
system we can make tobacco growmg one 
of the foremost industries in North Queens­
land and of very great importance to Aus­
tralia. 

In fostering irrigation we are proceeding 
on the right lines. Queensland has more to 
gain from irrigation than ~ny other State 
in the Commonwealth, and If we look care­
fully into all our resources and possibilities 
it will be found that it is not the insuper­
able task that many consider it to be at 
the present time. 

Mr. ML'LLER (Passifern) [9.17 J?·mJ :_ I 
compliment the Minister on hrs mi~Iatlve 
in launching out on some scheme of Irnga­
tion but I ask him to give some explanatiOn 
as 'to an item appearing in the vote. 
'' Postage, telegrams, print~ng, and inci­
dentals, etc.," have been mcrcased from 
£1 600 to £6 350. That is a very large 
indrease for these usually amall items of 
office expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
word " etc." covers quite a lot. 

Mr. MULLER: It may mean . anything, 
but the fact remains that practically the 
wholo of the increase in the vote is covered 
by that item. 

If the Government are sincere in their 
intention of proceeding with a scheme of 
irrigation I am prepared to give them my 
wholehearted support. 'I am sorry I cannot 
entirely agree with one of my colleagues, .the 
hon. member for Cunningha.rn. The time 
has arrived when we have to face the ques­
tion of irrigation more seriously. There is 
not the slightest doubt about that. Very 
frequently 75 per cent. of our annual rain­
fall occurs within a period of SIX weeks or 
two months. The fall in the rest of the 
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year is quite adequate, and nature is pro­
viding for it by a bounteous fa\! in the 
wet oeason. On the other hand we are not 
prepared to provide for ourselves. The 
recent drought cost the State approximately 
6,000,000 sheep and 1,500,000 cattle, and had 
it continued for a further six weeks Heaven 
only knows the number of sheep and cattle 
that would have been lost. It made a great 
inroad into our wool industry, and was com­
mencing to affect the dairy herds of the 
State. Had it continued for a further three 
months, ono shudders to think what might 
have happened to that industry. We are 
proud of the fact that the dairying industry 
has eclipsed all other exporting industries. 
It would have been regrettable had it been 
\\'iped out in one sweep. 

Perhaps, therefore, there was never a more 
opportune time to take up irrigation. The 
hon. member for Cunningham mentioned that 
the State had already embarked on a num· 
bcr of wild-cat schemes. I agree with m7 
colleague in that. The hon. member for 
Normanby gave the Chamber a resume of 
his experience of the Dawson Vallev. Per­
haps that is one of these wild-cat schemes. 
If we bolt headlong into the question of 
i nigation, regardless of the possibilities sur­
rounding the areas in which we propose to 
dam our rivers and watercourses, '' c can 
only expect trouble. There are a number of 
sites in Queensland. particularly in the 
..;,out.bcnl districts) \Vhere irrigation can be 
undertah'Il with no great risk. I hayc 
studied the effects of irrigation, and I can 
assure hon. members that the results arc 
amazing when a system is installed in a 
locality where the water supply and the soil 
are suitable. 

At 9.21 p.m., 
The CnAIR)!AX resumed the chair. 

Mr. 1fCLLER: One site particularly 
,,uited to irrigation is that in the Mount 
Edwards district in mv- electorate. I do not 
mention that becau,e" it happens to be in 
mv electorate, but Governments during: the 
past tw<'nty years have spoken about it as 
being a suitable site. Like the Minister, 
who extended an invitation to hon. members 
to visit one of the scrubs of which he is very 
proud, I invite hon. members of this Com­
mittee to inspect the Mount Edwards site. 
I feel sure that when they see the natnral 
basin in that locality they will be convinced 
that the site and the water are highly suited 
to a scheme of irrigation. The results 
obtained by farmers who have installed irri­
gation on the watercourses there certainly 
prove that it is successful in that locality. 
Some of those people have made fortunes 
during the last few years. 

When dealing with any schcmo of irriga­
tion, we must consider also the water supply 
for the townships nearby. There is perhaps 
no better or cheaper method of providing a 
water supply than damming fresh water­
courses. 

I mentioned earlier in my speech that I 
considered this to be a most opportune time 
to carry out irrigation work. \Ve are faced 
with the question of providing work for the 
unemployed, and I feel that they could not 
be engaged to better advantage than in 
building dams on our watercourses. The 
work could be done by ordinary labourers 
in almost every case. The material required 
would be manufactured in our own State, 
and we should certainly have nothing to 

lose. Something like £3,500,000 is collected 
and used for the relief of unemployment, 
and the Government might well consider the 
advisability of expending that money on 
work of a reproductive nature. I believe 
that wo have passed the experimental stages 
in irrigation, and that money so invested 
would create lasting assets for our State. 

We have heard quite a deal of idle talk 
as to what we might do to guard againet 
droughts. The Secretary for Agriculture 
recently submitted a scheme to the pastoral­
ists of this State, and they, after very care­
fully investigating the matter, wisely turned 
it down. The pastoralists in the localities 
concerned could not be expected to agree to 
the levy proposed to be imposed upon the 
sheep and cattle ownel"'. They simply could 
not find the money they were asked to pro­
vide. The fact remains that the stockowners 
were serious about the business, and were 
prepared to meet the Mini•ter on various 
occasions in order that some solution of the 
problem might be brought about. 

Irrig'l.tion is not a thing that should be 
carried out in any one district and the cost 
of the experiment confined to that particular 
district. To my mind, it is a national ques­
tion. It would be impossible to levy on the 
land or the localitv in the area it was serving 
to bear the who!~ of the cost of damming 
up a watercourse and preserving the water. 
Such a state of affairs would certainly be 
an impossible burden on the people living in 
the locality. If you asked them for their 
opinion, they would turn you down 1_1nd 
sa v they were not prepared to take the rrsk. 
\Ve have to go into this question sooner 
or later from a Queensland viewpoint, and 
set aside any petty ideas we may have of 
putting one district up against another. I 
believe we have to face this question of 
water conservation, and if we do not we 
shall lose, perhaps, the whole of our valuable 
stock. We must remember what happened 
quite recently. If the 1902 drought had con­
tinued a few months longer scarcely any 
stock would have been left. The same thing 
happened in the 1914 drought, again in the 
1926 drought, vet again in the drought of 
1935. We shouid take heed of the warnings 
we have received from those droughts and 
be prepared to guard against a rc.currenoe. 
Let us get down to a so.und proposition and 
put it into effect-something that will remain 
of lasting benefit to the State of Queensland. 

Mr. JESSON (K cnn1 dy) [9.28 p.m.] : I 
cannot let the occasion pass without corn­
mending the department for the investiga­
tion made in a little area I represent-the 
Woodstock-Major Creek area. That investi­
gation was made on behalf of some tobacco­
growers who are trying to wrest a living 
from the land. One of their main difficulties 
is the lack of water. Until five ~onths ago 
they were very much neglected in this matter 
-it was neglect on the part of their repre­
sentative at that time. He was a Tory 
representative, and he did not take the 
matter up. I have taken this matter up 
since I have been returned. I was fortunate 
enough to get a sympathetic hearing from 
the Minister and he sent Mr. Mulholland 
into that area to investigate the damning 
up of a gorge in the Major Creek district. 
It was found after investigation that to do 
this would involve a capital cost of £100 an 
acre. That cost was considered to be too 
high for those people to bear. There aro 
fifty gro·,vcrs in the area waiting for an 

1111'. J esson.l 



862 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

irrigation scheme, and if such an irrigation 
scheme was brought into being I am sure 
there would be 150 growers in the district 
in no time. The land is very fertile, but 
conditions in the North with regard to rain­
fall are changing. Townsville at the present 
time is in the throes of a. very severe 
drought. I have approached the depart. 
ment again. and at the present time a. 
report is being presented of a scheme 
whereby an effort will be made to get 
water from under the ground by boring. I 
cannot let the opportunitv nass without 
thanking the department for Its considera­
tion and the assistance rendered to these 
struggling farmers. 

The hon. Incmbcl' for CnnnilJu·harn con­
tended that irrigation would not ~bP succrY,s­
ful in this country because the rainfall was 
too heavy, but I most emphaticall ,- differ 
from that view. Let us consider the 'm~trvel­
lous thin15s achieved by irrigation in the 
Murrumb1dgee area, where the rair'al! is 
reasonably high. What has irrigati0n done 
for that part of Australia? What has irrig·a­
tion done in South Australia? If it were 
not for irrigation much of the land under 
cultivation in that State would not be used 
a~ all. Let us tr.kc a longer stride and 
consider what has been done on the banks 
of the Nile in Egypt. It is reputed to be 
an arid place. According to publications 
that I have obtained from the Parliamcntarv 
Library, the rainfall in the Nile area is '8 
to 10 inches a year and the capacity of the 
reservoir is 2,423,000.000 cubic metres. The 
"Stateman's Year Book" for 1934 says--

" The Nag' 1-Iammadi barrage !:'ecure~ 
the irrigation of Girg<l province and part 
of Qena province regardle<s of low 
flood. The barrage at Esna ensured 
adequate irrigation to a large an•a of 
basin land even in a year of low Nile.'' 

That mf•ans that the volume of water for 
irrigation purposes comes. from an area 
where the rainfall is high, as would be the 
case in Australia. The " Encvclopredia 
Britannica " says- ~ 

" In Alexandria and on the Mediter­
ranean coast of Egypt rain falls abund­
antly in the winter months from 8 to 12 
inches in the year, but ~outhwards it 
rapidly decreases, and south of 31 
degrees north little rain falls. Records 
~t Cairo show that the rainfall is very 
1rrcgula r and is furnished by occasional 
s·torms rather than by any regular rainy 
season; still, it is growing more fre­
quent and approximates 2 inches in the 
year. In the open desert rain falls even 
more rarely, but it is by no means 
unknown, and from time to time heavy 
storms burst, ea us·ing sudden floods in 
the narrow ravines, and drowning both 
men and anin1.a..ls.'' 

The argument by the hon. member for 
Cunningham crumot be sustained-that 
because we have a. heavv rainfall in some 
parts of Australia irrigation is impossible. 
I can quote cases in the Ingham district 
where the rainfall is over lOO inches per 
annum-and then the wet season commences, 
as I am reminded by a.n hon. member on 
thi~ <iclc. (Laughter.) When one farmer in 
my district, Mr. G. Cantamessa, intimated 
that he intended to irrigate his farm, the 
whole district turned out to see what he 
proposed to do. J am convinced that it is 
not much use endeavouring to carry on 
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farming operations if the rainfall is confine,! 
to one short period of the year. How are 
crops to be successfully grown unle55 there 
is a supply of moisture throughout the year? 
There is a reasonable rainfall even during 
the dry periods in North Queensland, but 
there is no reason why an abundant water 
supply should not be provided during the 
rainy season for irrig-ation purposes during 
the drier periods of the year. It is ridicu­
lous to suggest that irrigation is not foasiblD 
when the rainfall in certain part; of the 
year are heavy. 

The Herbcrt and Tully RiYf'rs run practi­
cally throughout the \ear. :Yluch of the 
water that runs to w;,ste on tlw Darling 
Downs could be ea·ilv consen eel for irriga­
tion purposes and th{i.s a~s:st to sett lP more 
people on the land. There is no rca"Jil why 
the areas west of the Darling Downs should 
not be irrigated in the same wa;, as the 
areas in the ::.Wurrun1bidgee district, and 
therPby enable many hundreds of people 
to engage in farming operations. on country 
no'v given over to grazing pursuit.~. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curti-<) [9.34 
p.rn.]: I propose to devote tlw whole of 
rrn· time to dealing chiefly with the subject 
or' water facilitie'' and other mJttcrs in 
relation to the Uprwr Burnctt and Callide 
sdtlement. I shall not have dealt ade­
quately with the subject unlhs I rder to 
certain information set out on p tgu 71 of 
the Auditor-General's report on the Public 
Accounts for the last financial year. Under 
the heading of "Upper Burnctt and Callidc 
Land Settlement " he says-

" From inception to 30th June, 1935, 
expenditure totalled £677,940 7s. 6d. allf.l 
receipts £104,031 10<. 3d." 

The total expenditure, including such it_ems 
a.s payments in respect of water famhtJes 
and miscellaneous costs to settlers, IS shown 
at £128 628. There are other items of 
expendit~re such as resumptions, amounting 
to £246,794; roads and bridges, £193,694; 
prickly-pear clearing, £12,305; water findmg 
and test bores, £4,038; and railway conces­
sions, £11,836. The receipts, which I hii;Y.e 
indicated include receipts from water fa.CJh­
ties in that area, total £104,031. There is 
something radically wrong when receipts 
from that source aggregate that amount. 
The net expenditure on the settlement, as I 
have already indicated, including installa­
tion of water facilities, is £573,908. 

On page 72 of the report we are fumished 
with the amounts written-off the indebted­
ness of settlers, and help given to them in 
providing water facilities to enable them to 
carry on. Under the hea.ding of "Water 
Facilities" we find the following sltate­
m@nt:-

" The subject of indebtedness of settlers 
for water facilities provided has heen 
under review by the Government and 
reported upon by a committee of inquiry, 
the result being that substantial relief 
has been afforded settlers." 

The report goes on to deal with the capital 
indebtedness, interest charges1 and arrears 
of principal and interest due. At 30th June, 
1935, the indebtedness o£ settlers comprising 
principal not currently due, instalments due 
on account of principal and interest, and 
miscellaneous amounts totalled £58,642. It 
is regrettable to note that a.n amount of 
£48,327 has been written-off accounts to 
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rebates and bore fa ilurPs from the inception 
of the '·heme. 

There is some reason for this state of affairs, 
and it can be accounted for probablv in a 
number of ways. First, many of the s'ottlers, 
perhaps, were unfitted as settlers, and much 
of the land that they took up was unsuited 
to general farming. Then there were the 
low prices that have prevailed in recent 
years for products of the soil in this and 
other areas, which meant a lessened return 
to the farmer, which, in its turn, meant a 
lessened amount for him to be able to remit 
to the CrmYn in the form of repayments. 
Secondly, the areas were too small to cr•able 
them to grow fodder crops to tide them 
over times of drought without the aid of 
water facilities, the cost of which increased 
their indebtedness to the Crown. 

I am in agreement with the hon. member 
for Normanby that for the first three or five 
years settlers in new areas where water 
facilities have to be provided, such as the 
Cpper Burnett. might be allowed to work 
the land rent free. I am pleased that the 
Minister has seen fit to reduce the debt of 
many s"ttlers. particularly in respect of the 
water faci:ities. The hon. gentleman has 
alreadv helped them in this connection and 
is stifl prepared to help them in 'other 
directions. I am glad that he has shown 
sympathy with these people, who have been 
saddled with water facilities and bores thflt 
were water facilities in name only. 

I desire to congratulate the hon. member 
for ::\ormanby on the outspoken nature of 
his remarks on Tuesdav. \Vhat is more 
!mportant still, I desire to support him 
m every way. We represent neighbouring 
electorates, and our troubles are similat 
because we both endeavour to look after the 
interests of settlers who were placed on that 
land-much of which was without natural 
water and necessitated the provisions of 
artificial water facilities. Many of these 
settle_rs have. shown a true pioneering spirit, 
notw1thstandmg that they have been right 
" up against it " from the moment they 
arrived on the oettlement. 

I sa v without fear of contradiction that 
there ·has been a considerable amount of 
bung·liog and blundering in this matter of 
providing water facilities in rnany parts 
of the Cpper Burnett and Callide Valley 
area. ~\s the hon. member for Normanby 
pointed out. there was no watchdog in the 
c>arly clays to keep an eye on what was being 
done in providing water facilities, and in 
manv cases settlers were forced to have a 
wate"r facility on their land that was 
decided upon by Government officials, despite 
thmr protestatiOns. At that time there was 
no co-operation between the departments con­
cerned, chiefly the Department of Public 
Lands and the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock, as there is to-day. I could name 
a number of settlers who were compelled to 
have water facilities thev did not want and 
were told their holdings would be liable to 
forfeiture if they did not agree. Protesta~ 
tiom by settlers to the officials were of no 
avail, even when it was clearly demonstrated 
that owing to the nature of the countrv that 
perhaps a dam would be more suitable than 
the one proposed. Many of the settlers 
signoed under protest an undertaking to 
accept the facility decided on by the Govern­
ment official. I regret to say that condition 
of affairs continued during the three years 
the Opposition were in power. This i:' not a 

time for mincing matters, and I say that the 
water facilities that were provided on that 
settlement do not reflect credit on the officials 
concerned or the Governments, past and pre~ 
-cnt. 

I rccci,-ed during the last few davs 
from the Council of Agriculture a letter 
relating to the case of one settler and 
this is not an isolated instance. Accord­
ing to that letter. this settler, Mr. .T. 
:M. Talbot, of Mulgcldie, was compelled 
a.gainst his ':"vn. desire or requirements, to 
s1gn an application for a water facility and 
eqmpment under a threat of forfeiture of 
the holding. A bore was subsequently con· 
structed and equipped, and Mr. Talbot was 
mformed that the water was snitable for 
stock. It· appears to have been conclusively 
shown that this water was most unsuitable 
for dairy stock, and Mr. Talbot has had to 
purchase water from his neighbour, and at 
other times is compelled to drive his cows 
3 miles to water. He contended that a suit~ 
able clam could be constructed for £100, and 
he furnished to the official in charge of the 
water facilities a practical demonstration of 
the truth of his contention by constructin-g 
with a wheel barrow a dam capable of hold­
ing an eight months' supply. The letter 
states-

" Whilst he was engaged in clearing his 
scrub block and growing cotton he was 
approached several times by the Super· 
intendent of the Irrigation Branch and 
asked if and when he intended to put 
clown a bore on his holding. He replied 
that he was not ready to provide a 
facility on his holding, and would not 
be needing one for several years. 
Finally the superintendent handed him 
a letter from the department stating 
that unless he took steps to provide a 
facility within twenty-one days his hold~ 
ing would be liable to forfeiture under 
the Act." 

Mr. DEACON : vVhat is the date of it? 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: A moment ago 
I stated that I had received it a few days 
since. It is dated the 7th October. 

Mr. MooRE: That was a few years ago. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: I am not con~ 
cerned v,:ith hurting anybody's susceptibili· 
ties. Both Governments were to blame for 
the lack of supervision and lack of sympathy 
shown to these settlers. The letter con­
tinues-

" He signed the application under 
protest. The department advised him 
that their experts had recommended a 
bore as the suitable type of facility for 
his holding. The bore was constructed 
and equipped. Mr. Talbot was advised 
that the water would be suitable for 
stock in all except dry seasons. He was 
not provided with the results of the 
analysis of the water." 

Further in that report to the Council of 
Agriculture he states-

" Dry stock will drink the water in 
good seasons only. Milking cows are 
badly affected by it at all times. The 
effect on the latter is shown by a 
marked reluctance to drink the water ; 
the cows hanging round the trough all 
day without drinking; heavy scouring; 
a scurvy and staring coat; a general 
appearance of debility and more than 

lJ!lr. T. L. Williams.] 
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5{] per cent. falling off in milk yield, 
when compared with production on fresh 
water." 

A later paragraph in the report reads-
" The department did not supply the 

selector with a detailed analysis of the 
water on the completion of the bore, 
but merelY stated that ' the water was 
suitable f-;,r stock, etc.' Even if the 
analysis had been supplied the selectot 
would probably have assumed the 
department was competent to give a 
correct decision on such matters. The 
selector had no opportunity of testing 
the effects of this water on dairy cows 
until the facility had been equipped." 

I am pleased that the present Minister ie 
wmewhat more sympathetically inclined 
than his predecessors. As I previously 
stated, this matter is being brought forward 
in this Chamber even at the expense of 
hurting someone's susceptibilities, in an 
endeavour to show that settlers should be 
consulted in such matters and that there 
should be some or more co-operation between 
the departments concerned in the interests 
and the welfare of the settlers, not only in 
the Upper Burnett district but elsewhere. 
There are a number of settlers who have 
had farming experience in England and 
elsewhere and some consideration should be 
given to their opinions and their advice 
should be acted upon if at all possible. 

Mr. MAHER (Wrst Jiorrton) [9.49 
p.m.] : The past experiences of the Queens· 
land Government in the matter of irrigation 
do not make the consideration of such 
schemes at all attractiYc. Great losses haYe 
been sustained in the Inkerman, Dawson 
Valley, Theodore and Callide areas that 
bear heavily on the taxpayers. In the final 
analysis it is they who have to pay the piper 
for the mistakes of politicians. T,he men in 
power thought that the:;- could achieve 
great things by irrigating large tracts of 
country. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
Theodore irrigation scheme was passed by 
Parliament. There was no diYision taken 
on it. 

Mr. DEACON : It was opposed by members 
on this side. 

Mr. MAHER: Everything. whether it is 
for good or evil, is passed by Parliament. 
The G0vernrnent of the day set themselves 
to some big scheme such as an irrigation 
project or State enterprise, and having a 
majority in the Chamber they naturally 
pass their schemes, and the voice of experi· 
ence and wisdom that frequently is raised 
on the Opposition side goes unheeded. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: Did 
you say " frequently "? 

Mr. MAHER: Yes. We have had tragic 
experience in big irrigation schemes, and 
the taxpayers have had to foot the bill. So 
that any new attempt to develop irrigation 
schemes must bG examined with the utmost 
care and in the light of the very great losses 
that have been sustained in the past. As a 
matter of fact, those losses have not been 
confined to Queensland. I recollect two 
systems being started in New Sout~ Wales 
with heavy expenditure and concludmg w1th 
great loss to the Government, although I 
believe that in the final analysis the produc· 
tion from those areas will outweigh the early 
losses. In the final analysis of our Queens· 
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land ventures also, no doubt the i1wreased 
production will help to make up the lccwa~· 
that was ma.de at the beginning. 

The hon. member for Kennedy dealt with 
an area of the State with which I do not 
think he was very familiar. The installa­
tion of an irrigation svstem in the Darlmg 
Downs areas would not be as simple as the 
hon. member would have us believe. Anyone 
who knows the geographical features of 
Southern and South-Western Queensland 
will know that nature, over the course of 
centuries has evolved a natural scheme of 
irrigatio~. Rivers like the Warrego, the 
Balonne, and the Macintyre form natural 
irrigation systems. For example, the 
Balonne River, which is really a continua­
tion of the Condamine, is quite a large 
stream when it passes through St. George 
and Dirranbandi, and after leaving Dirran· 
bandi it opens out into a network of canals 
<>r smaller streams, such as the Bokhara, the 
Narran the Culgoa and the Ballandool. 
There ~re two other~. They spread out like 
the fingers of one's hand over a wide area of 
country. So what was a big stream at 
Dirranbandi spreads out into a network of 
smaller streams. The heavy rains that fall 
on the Darling Downs and on the Mam 
Ranrre come down the Condamine and the 
Balo~ne and emptY out into these canals or 
smaller 'streams. They overflow their banks 
and bring fertility and irrigation to hun­
dreds of thousands of acres. After dry 
spells the heavy rains that have fallen on 
the ranges fill the waterholes as the flood 
waters flow slowly westwards. 

At 9.55 p.m., 
The CIIAIRMA:\f: Under the prm·isions 

of Sessional Orders agreed to by the Hon'C 
on 28th August and 16th October. I shall 
now leave the chair and make rnv report to 
the House. · 

The House resumed. 
The C'HAIR)fAN reported progres' and asked 

leave to sit again. 

Resumption of Committee ma.clc an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m. 




