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Assent to Bills.

TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1985.

Mre. Sppaker (fTon, G. Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

ABSENT TO BILLS.

Mr. SPEAKER anncunced the receipt of
a message from His Excellency the Governor,
intimating His Excellency’s assent to the
following Bills:—

Infa:gguLife -Protection Acts Amendment
1113
Main Roads Fund and Heavy Vehicles
Road Fund Transfer Approval Bill;
Marybﬁrough Grammar Schools Transfer
Bill;

Statisties Bill;
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Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill;

Industrial and Provident Societies Acts
Amendment Bill;

Fish and Oyster Acts Amendment Bill;

Holidays Acts Amendment Bill;

Medical Acts Amendment Bill;

Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration
Acts Amendment Bill;

Adoption of Children Bill.

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S REPORT.
PuBLic ACCOUNTS.

My. SPEAKER announced the receipt
from the Auditor-General of his report on
the public accounts for the financial year
1934-35.

Ordered to be printed.

QUESTIONS.

Heavy VEHICLES REGISTRATIONS.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Minister
for Transport—

1. What was the total amount of
heavy vehicles registration fees collected
by the Transport Board—

(«) In January, 1935;
‘b) From 1st February, 1935, to 17th

May, 1935, inclusive?

2. How many certificates of registra-
tion of heavy vehicles were issued during
each of the above periods for goods and
passenger-carrying vehicles, respectively—

(a) Assessed at full rates;

ib) Assessed abt concession  ratcs
amounting to 75 per cent. or more
of the scheduled maxima, ;

(c) Assessed at 50 per cent. and under

75 per cent. of the scheduled maxima;

(d) Assessed below 50 per cent of the
scheduled maxima?

“3. On 30th April, 1935, how msany
heavy vehicles were registered for the
traffic route from Brisbane to Toowoomba
and via Toowcomba—

(z) Holding
certificates ;

heavy vehicle gcods

() Holding heavy vehicle pa-senger
certificates?

“4. How many of the existing certi-
ficates on 17th May, 1935 could be
described as ‘‘ current certificates "—

(a) For the traffic routes mentioned

in Question 3;

(6) For all other traffic routes and
traffic districts in Quensland?

“5, Has he observed that according
to the judgment of the Full Court on
8th instant the Board had no authority
prior to 18th May, 1935, to impoze fees
or conditions in respect of the heavy
vehicles in question?

“6. Is it his intention to authorise the
Board to make refunds to those from
whom the Board collected fecs without
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authority during the period 1st February,
1935, to 17th May, 1935, inclusive?”

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT

“1, (@) £349 11s, 2d.; (b) £14,122 6s.
3d.

(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied— “2—
Period—January, 1935, Period—1st Feb.-17th May, 1935,
( Passenger Vehicles. Passenger Vehicies.
- Goods. Goods. ki

Service Motor Service Motor
Cars. Buses. : Cars. Buses

(a5} 53 11 ..
() 2 .. 17
(e) . 21 .. 16
) 5 160 39 210

“3. (n) 34; (b) 4 service cars.

“ 4, (a) 3 goods; (b) 175 goods, 29 ser-
vice cars, and 243 motor omnibuses.
“5. The Full Court decided that the

power of the board to cancel certificates
of registration was quite legal.

6. No.”

PrrMITs FOR LIBERTY FAIRS.

Mr, MOORE (Aubigny) asked the Attorney-
General—

““ Under what law or regulation does
he issue permits to conduct liberty fairs
or other gambling concerns in aid of the
funds of various branches of the Aus-
trallan Labour Party?”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria) replied—

““ Under section 17 of ¢ The Art Union
Regulation Act of 1930, passed by the
Moore Government, I am authorised to
issue, in my sole discretion, permits for
carnivals, bazaars, or fzirs.”

MinisTERS’ Motor CaRs.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley): I desire to ask the
Premier whether he has an answer to the
following question, which I addressed to
him on the 12th September last:—

¢ What motor cars used by Ministers
have been purchased by the Government
since 1lst July, 1932, stating date of pur-
chase, make of car, and price paid,
respectively,”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied—

Motor Cars used by Ministers purchased by the Government since 1st July, 1932,

Price
Department. Date of Purchase. Make of Car. Paid. Remarks.
£ s d.
Chief Secretary’s .. | August, 1933 .. } Morris Isis Six Saloon 471 12 6 | A Buick was traded
in, The Morris
Isis Six was trans-
ferred to Lands
Department  in
February, 1934.
Tands .. .. .. | February, 1934 | Morris 25 Saloen ..{ 35 0 0 {A Sunbeam was
traded in. The
Morris 25 Saloon
was transferred to
the Chief Secre-
tary’s Depart-
ment in Febru-
ary, 1934.
Justice .. . . f July, 1934 .. | Ford V8 De-Tuxe Sedan) 3066 13 9
Home Secretary’s .. | February, 1934 ditto .. . 280 16 6 | An Armstrong
Siddeley was
traded in.
Labour and Industry . | March, 1924 ditto .. .. 347 4 3
Railways .. .. | April, 1934 .. Buick Sedan .. 3350 0 0 | A Chrysler Sedan
i was traded in.
Mines .. .. .. | August, 1934 ., | Ford V8 De-Luxe Sedan| 807 1 3
Public Instruction .. | June, 1934 .. | Pontiac .. . 260 0 0 | A Sunbeam was
. : traded in.
Agriculture and Stock .. | February, 1938 | Buick Sedan .. .1 490 0 0 At}?uick Tourer was
raded in.
Works .. .. .. | December, 1932 | Ford VR Sedan . 364 10 0
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BiER PPURCHASED BY RAILWAY REFRESHMENT
Roous.

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba), for Mr.
DEACON (Cunningham): 1 desire to ask
the Minister for Transport whether he has
an answer to the following question, which
was addressed to him by the hon. member
for Cunningham on the 17th instant:—

‘“How many dozen bottles of beer—
(@) imported from other States; and (b)
locally brewed—were purchased by the
Railway Refreshment Rooms during last
year? "’
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon.
J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied—
“la) 2.170; () 6,760.”

PAPER.

The following paper was laid upon the
table, and ordered to be printed :—
Annual report of the Queensland Meat
Industry Board for the year 1934-35.

FERTILISERS BILL.
THIRD READING.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. ¥. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move—

¢ That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

REGULATION OF SUGAR CANE PRICES
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
Tarp READING.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move—

“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”

Question put and passed.

DISEASES IN PLANTS ACTS AND
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. ¥. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move—
“That the Bill be now read a third
time.”
Question put and passed.

STOCK FOODS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. ¥. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move—

“That the BIll be now read a third
time.”’

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.

ResumpTioN OF COMMITTEE—ESTIMATES—
THIRD AND FOURTH ALLOTTED DAYS.
(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.)
Estimates 1Nx CHIFF, 1835-36.
PreyMIER aAND CHIEF SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER.

Question stated : —

“That £6,264 be granted for ¢ Public
Service Commissioner.’
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The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [10.42 a.m.]: When this vote was
under discussion last week, the Leader of
the Opposition and some of his colleagues
endeavoured to make it appear that the
charge frequently made against his Govern-
ment that they reduced the basic wage and
public servants’ salaries had not been sus-
tained. He quoted from the report of the
Public Service Commissioner with a view
to establishing some kind of defence on
behalf of his Government. It is necessary
that the public should know all the facts.

The wages question is of tremendous
importance to the people of any country,
because of its paramount bearing upon their
spending power, The remuneration that
may be paid to Crown employees is con-
trolled to a very large extent by the volume
of purchasing power in the community., 1
have always taken the view that the volume
of wages and purchasing power of a com-
munity should be the highest that the
national income will permit. If we trace
the industrial history of any country we
shall find that as industrial conditions and
remuneration increase so the standard of
living of the people improves. I also hold
the view that the Crown should provide
the best possible industrial conditions, having
regard to the general economy of the State.
It is said that the Crown should be a mode!
employer. I agree, but I add that the
Crown employee should be a model work-
man—that the two factors must inevitably
go together.

The attitude of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion towards his tragic adimninistrative record
is pathetic, Reductions in salaries and
wages were the principal feature of the
nioore Adminiseravion. un fact, i1t was the
Leader of the Oppos.tion's proud boast tnat
his Governmens had adopved a policy of
deflation of wages long betore any Premiers’
Plan was conceived. I will quote his own
words, as published in the * Daily Mail "
of 16th February, 1931, on his return from
a mecting of a Premiers’ Conference at Can-
berra—

¢ Information laid before the confer-
ence on what cuts the various Govern-
ments had made was as follows:—

New South Wales, information nof

available,

Victoria, 4% to 156 per cent., average
5.3 per cent.

Queensland, 10 to 15 per «cent,

average 11 per cent.
South Australia, 10 to 16 per cent.,
average 6 per cent.
Western Australia, 3%
cent., average 6 per cent.

to 10 per

Tasmania, 2§ to 10 per cent., average
7 per cent.

The Commonwealth had averaged a
saving of 0.6 per cent., effected by a
special tax of 10 to 15 per cent. on
salaries exceeding £725.

“ 71t would thus be seen that Queens-
land and South Australia had made

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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the most serious attempt to bring down
wages, while Western Australia was
waiting for the decision of its Arbitra-
tion Court. The Commonwealth had not
attempted to bring down salaries under
the £725 mark.”

The Premiers’ Plan was not adopted until
May or June, 1931.

The history of wage reductions can be
briefly summed up as follows:—

1. The Moore Government took the
initiative to bring about wage reduc-
tions in their first year of office by
approaching the Arbitration Court
for a general reduction in the basic
wage ;

2. There was no definite decision in
this matter in the early months of
1930,

3. The view of the Moore Government
in this matter can be summed up

in the statement of the then
Attorney-General, Mr. Macgroarty,
who said—

‘“ The Government had allowed the
Court to function, but the Court had not
functioned in the way it should have
done.”

That utterance was typical of the attitude
of the Moore Government towards the prin-
ciples of arbitration and wage fixation—

4. At a further hearing of the basic
wage claim before the Arbitration
Court in 1930, the Moore Government
instructed their representatives to
ask for a reduction in the basic
wage from £4 5s. to £3 16s.

5. A few days later the Crown lodged
its own application to the Court,
which asked for ‘“a general reduc-
tion in all salaries by two grades.”

6. An Order in Council was then issued
exempting Crown employees from
the operations of the Industrial
Court, and this was followed by the
introduction of the Salaries Act of
1930.

Under the Salaries Act salaries and wages
of State employees were reduced from 10
to 15 per cent. This reduction was increased
from a 10 to 15 per cent. basis to a 15 to
20 per cent. basis under the Premiers’ Plan.
The effective result of these arrangements
was that the employees of the State of
Queensiand suffered substantial reductions
in salaries and wages approximately one
year earlier than the employees of any other
State Government. Automatic increases
were also withheld by the Moore Govern-
ment. At the Premiers’ Conference held in
Melbourne from 28th January to 5th Febru-
ary, 1932, the Premier of Queensland, now
the Leader of the Opposition, submitted a
further statement, which is contained in the
official report of the proceedings, It will
be remembered that at this conference the
Rt. Hon. 8. M. Bruce, then acting Trea-
surer of the Federal Government, rebuked
the Moore Government for their high
deficits and ever-increasing drift towards

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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insolvency. The Leader of the Opposition
said—

““ Though not showing on the table on
page 5, the effective reduction in salaries
and wages, etc., amounts to 24 per cent.
below 1929-30, including rationing and
short time. This method was deemed
advisable rather than to secure &
similar result in another way.”

So that the Leader of the Opposition,
according to his own statement, by a
reduction in wages, rationing, and short
time had secured a reduction approximating
—using his own figure—24 per cent. That
does not tally with the statements made in
this Chamber during the debate on this vote
last Thursday.

The Leader of the
stated—

“ Should the anticipated decline in
revenue prove accurate, and no improve-
ment in oversea prices takes place, the
position must of necessity receive the
earnest consideration of the Government.
As to how it will be met I am unable
to say at present. The average salary
in the public service is already the
lowest of any State in Australia, and
the possibility of bridging the gap by
taxation is out of the question.”

Opposition further

I ask hon. members to note carefully these
passages. They are to be found in the
official report and reveal the attitude of the
Moore Government at that time.

The next step was the Premiers’ Confer-
ence of April, 1932, et which the experts’
report was the principal matter considered.
The first recommendation of the experts
was this—

““ That the principle of a reduction
in real wages of 10 per cent. already
provided under awards of the Federal
Arbitration Court, should be made
general, and be given effect to by all
wage-fixing tribunals, or by legislation.”

The Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons, said—

¢ This recommendation really provides
for the carrying out of what was an
underlying principle of the Premiers’
Plan.”

Mr. Lyons also indicated that his Govern-
ment fully accepted the text of the experts’
report, and stated that, provided the States
likewise concurred, the Commonwealth
would co-operate with the States in negotiat-
ing for a loan of £10,000,000 for works and
employment. The Leader of the Opposition,
according to the official report of the confer-
ence, said—

“ Queensland’s representatives desired
to make clear that the Queensland
Government had no intention of depart-
ing from the spirit of the Premiecrs’
Plan.”

“The spirit of the Premiers’ Plan”’—io
which the hon. gentleman there referred—
had been previously mentioned by Mr.
Lyons, and the experts’ report of which he
was speaking was a report subsequent to
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that plan favouring a further reduction of
10 per cent.—and the ILeader of the
Opposition concurred with this proposal.
The Leader of the Opposition’s statement
proceeds—
“But it might be difficult for Queens-
land, with an election pending, to satisfy
the Commonwealth in this regard.”

The proposal would have meant an
additional reduction in the basic wage
from £3 14s. to $£2 18 6d. in
Queensland. Tt is significant that the
reduction would have brought the basic
wage in  Queensland to the same level
a3 the Federal basic wage of that time which
was 10 per cent. below the standard laid
down in the “ Harvester ” judgment by the
late Mr. Justice Higgins many years ago.
There can be no doubt at all that at that
time the Premiers at that conference agreed
in principle to that reduction. The Acting
Premier of Victoria, Mr. Tunnecliffe, with-
drew from the conference and  other
Premiers, Tory Premiers, continued in con-
ference. It is well known that the under-
standing was that should the Tory Party be
successful in the elections that were due to
be held in Victoria, New South Wales, and
Queensland the various States would confer
power on the Commonwealth to apply a
basic wage for the whole of the Common-
wealth, and that basic wage would have
been fixed on the basis of the experts’ report,
the © Harvester 7 standard, less 10 per cent.
Fortunately for Queensland in particular
and Australia in general—

¢ The best laid schemes o’ mice and
men
Gang aft a-gley;”

And no amendment of the Commonwealth
Constitution can be made by this method
unless all the States agree. That is the
point to rememher —these powers could not
be conferred on the Commonwealth Govern-
ment unless all the Parliaments of the various
States passed uniform legislation giving it
those powers. The return to power of a
Labour Government in Queensland—at that
time the only Labour Government in Aus-
tralia—saved not merely the workers of
Gueensland, but all the workers of Australia—
the plan could not be applied. (Opposition
dissent.) Hon. members opposite may deny
that statement as much as they like—it is a
fact. From my discussion with the officers of
the various departments of State I know that
that was the understanding. As a matter of
fact, a draft was prepared by the Railway
Department in Queensland showing the effect
of a reduction in wages of 10 per cent.,

and its effect on the budgetary position.
Mr. Goprrey Monreax: I never saw that
draft report, and know nothing about it

The PREMIER : lasl year it was tabled.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN:
pared.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

The PREMIER: It was prepared, and

has been tabled. The point I am making is
also evidenced from the following statement

It was not pre-
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made on behalf of the Moorc Government,

and published in the “Daily Mail” of l6th
February, 1931—

“Dancger oF BILL IssvEs.

‘“The Federal Arbitration Cours, said
Mr. Moore, after many months of
inquiry and hearing the most voluminous
evidence, found that a reduction on the
index figure was not sufficient to meet
the fall in the national income, and
declared that a further 10 per cent.
reduction was imperative. That decision
now applied to all those industries cited
in the hearing, and for Governments to
attempt to ignore the finding only meant
a coptinuous dependence on Treasury
bills to enable them to continue their
employees at rates unavailable to out-
side industries.”

Hon. members will note that that statement
was made by the hon. member for Aubigny
twelve months before the report of the
experts advocating the further 10 per cent.
reduction in real wages was presented. It
indicates the desire of the hon. gentleman
that the Federal basic wage standard should
be the basis of all wage fixations.

The figures I have quoted and the excerpts
I have given from the statements of the
Leader of the Opposition are a complete
refutation of the claim put forward by the
hon. member last Thursday evening. Briefly,
the facts are these: Immediately the Moore
Government attained office they commenced
wage reduction. They were proud of the
fact that they had brought about a reduction
in salaries and wages earlier than any
other Government in Australia had done
so. It showed that that was their policy,
and their intention.  Furthermore, the
excerpts quoted indicate very clearly that it
was the desire and intention of the Moore
Government to apply the findings of the
expert committee had they been given the
opportunity. Had the Moore Government
been returned to office in 1932 there would
have been six State Premiers and one Prime
Minister representing the same party. It
would have been a case of—

¢ Seven hearts that beat as one,

“ Seven minds with but a single

thought.”

In order that the facts in relation to the
basic wage so far as it affects Queensland
should be known and placed on record, at
my request the Public Service Cominissioner
has prepared a statement commencing with
the first basic wage declaration made by
Mr. Justice Macnaughton, and continuing
up to the present time, The information
contained in this table should be placed on
record, so that members will know the posi-
tion, and have the facts in chronological
order.

The CHAIRMAN: TIs it the pleasure of
the Committee that the table shall be
printed in ‘ Hansard " ?

HonourasLe MEmBERS: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]



g upbiog "M uOol |

Date of Hearing.

Application by—

Claim.

Crown Representation.

Decision of Court.

15th and 16th March, 1920

75 and 8th February, 1921

1st and 2nd November, 1921

1st February, 1622

10th March, 1624

6th and 7th April, 1925 ..

6th and 7th September, 1926
2nd March, 1927 ..

18th March, 1930, and follow-
ing days

Reference by Judge Macnaughton for
opipion of Full Bench

Reference by President McCawley
for opinion of Full Bench

Nil N . .. .

Nil .-

£3 178. per week for unskilled workers
%f t.hg Water Supply and Sewerage
oAT

£4 53, per week as from 1st March,
1921

(Note.~Following this decision tl)xe Full Bench decided that certain Awards relating to Crown employees should be varied by adding £10 per

annum to all salaries of less than £300

Reference by President McCawley
for opinion of Full Bench

Ditto

Nil . . .

Nit e .. .. .

Matter deferred until February, 1922

£4 per week as from 1st Match, 1922

(Note.—On 18t July, 1922, the Crown made application for variations of certain Awards relating to Crown employees consequent upon the Court’s

reduction in the basic wage.

Broadly speaking, reductions of £10 per annum in the case of males were awarded in salaries up to £300 per annum, thus

bringing the salaries into line with the rates which existed prior to the basic wage increase of 1st March, 1921. Following upon the variation of these
Awards “ The Salaries Act of 1922 > was pasved, reducing salaries over £300 per annum by 5 per cent. as from 1st July, 1922.)

Australian Workers’ Union for re-
vision

Nil . ..

.. [ No variation

(Note—~ The Public Service det Amendment Act of 1924 7 gave all Crown employees access to the Arbitration Court and repealed the provision

which was known as ‘‘ the £300 embargo.”

increases were awarded as from 1st November, 1924.)

Australian Workers’ Union in con-
junction with practically all other
Unions for revision

(Note.—** The Salaries Act of 1922
week by “ The Basic Wage Act of 192

Australian Workers’ Union and other
Unions for revision

Ditto
Ordered by Court under *“The

Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act of 1929

’5’ was repealed as from Ist July, 1925.
Basic wage to be raised from £4 5s.
to £4 158, per week
ditto . .. .. .o

No specifled claims made

Nil .. . .. .

State Service Unions quickly lodged claims in the Court for largely increased salaries and substantial

No variation

Asg from 28th September, 1925, the basic wage was increased to £4 5s. per

Opposed application for increase

ditto .. .. .

Reduction from £4 5s. to £4 1s.

No variation. Further review in
February, 1927

No variation

No variation. Further declaration in
July
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Date of Hearing.

Application by—

Claim.

Crown Representation.

Decision of Court.

14th July, 1930, and following
days

28th July, 1930, and following
days

3rd November, 1930 .. ..

18th May, 1931 ..

3rd October, 1932

27th and 28th February, 1933

29th November, 1933 .

Ordered by Court under * The
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act of 1929

Crown

No specific claims made, but during
argumen:
Employers’ Federation urged reduc-
tion to £3 16s.
Chamber of Manufactures urged re-
duction to £3 10s.

(@) General reduction in all salaries
by two grades ; .

(b) Basgic wage as previously deter-
mined by Court

Arbitration 4ct of 1929.”

and other employers

Ditto

of reduction under ‘* The Salories 4

Queensland HEmployers’ Federation
and other employers

Ditto

Ditto

Crown, employees ranging from 10 to 15 per cent. ;

Government were again given access to the Industrial Court.

Queensland Employers’ Federation | £3 13s. per week

£3 7s. 6d. per week

(Note.—The basic wage for Crown employees was adjusted to conform

Revision

£3 4s. per week

£3 3s. per week

Reduction from £4 5s. to £8 16s.

See previous column

Nil. Public Servants excepted from
operation of ““ Phe Industrial Con-
ciligtion and Arbitration Act of
1929 by Order in Council dated
11th September, 1930

ditto

Nil. Public Servants excepted from
operation of “ The Industrial Con-
cliation and Arbitration Act of
1929 " by Order in Council dated
11th S8eptember, 1930

Nil

Nil

Reduction of Basic Wage from £4 5s.
to £4 as from 1st August, 1930

Reduction of 6 per cent. (except where
wages were reduced by 58. per week
under July basic wage reduction) as
from 1st August, 1930

(Note.—By Order in Council dated 11th September, 1930, Crown employees were excepted from the operations of  The Industrial Conciliation and
On 15th September, 1980, “ The Salaries Act of 1930 came into operation imposing reductions in salaries and wages of
these reductions took the place of the reductions previously awarded by the I'ndustrial Court.

Adult employees working full time did not receive less than the basic wage declared by the Industrial Court.)

Reduction from £4 to £3 17s. ag from
1st December, 1930

Reduction from £3 178, to £3 14s. as
from 1st July, 1931

to the basic wage declarations of the Court. Asfrom 1st July, 1931, the rates
¢t of 1930 °* were increased from 10 to 15 per cent. to 15 to 20 per cent.)

No variation, Adjourned to Febru-
ary, 1933

No variation.

No variation

(Note.~Under  The Industrial Conciliotion and Arbitration Act of 1932,” which came into operation on 1st February, 1983, persons employed by the

: It was provided that nothing in this Act should prejudice or amfect the operation of the
Salaries Act. * The Industriol Conciliation and Arbitration Act Amendment Act of 1934,” however, prescribed that in the making of Awards on or after
1st October, 1934, the Salaries Act was to be disregarded in respect of salaries not exceeding £500.
decided that the scale of reductions was to be reduced by one-fourth in each case as regards salaried officers (the rates of reduction now range from 113
to 20 per cent). As regards wages employees the Court decided that the wage rates in operation prior to August, 1930, were to be restored, less a
reduction of 11s. per week to conform to the reduction in the State basic wage.)

On 26th November, 1934, the Industrial Court

[amgozo0 2%l “Ryddng
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That is all T have to say on the matter.
Little good can be done by trying to mislead
the public in the manner that was attempted
on Thursday last. The facts relating to
salaries and wages are as I have stated.
The fallacy and futility of the Moore policy
was demonstrated by peak unemployment,
peak bankruptcy, and record budget deficits.
Since that policy has been altered, conditions

have improved, and thereby the policy
pursued by this Government has been
justified.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [11.2 am.]: The

Premier is cvidently hard pressed to find
justification for the continuance of the wages
that were in operation during the Moore
regime. He suggests that had the Moore
Government been returned in 1932, wages
would have been still further reduced.
He cannot support that suggestion by facts.
Nothing more can be inferred from the fact
that the hon member for Aubigny said that
he would abide by the spirit of the Premier’s
Plan than from the statement made by the
present Premier in 1932 that he would abide
by the spirit of that Plan. It must not be
inferred that the DPremier presupposes a
reduction in wages when he says he intends
to abide by the spirit of the Premiers’ Plan.

I say again that the Premier is hard
pressed to make out a case for himself. He
18 endeavouring to adopt the attitude of
saying, ‘““ After all, I recognise that I am
paying the workers of Queensland too small
a wage, but it is a better wage than that
which would have boen paid had the Moore
Government been returned.” That attitude
may take political partics a fair distance,
but it will not advance the country one step.
Despite the statement made by the Premier
to-day, the fact cannot be challenged that
the wage reduction imposed by the Moore
Government was smaller than that imposed
by any other State in Australia, many of
whom were controlled by Labour Govern-
ments, and that the present Government
continued the wages that were in operation
when the Moore Government went out of
office. The basic wage in June, 1932, was
£3 14s., and it is still £3 1ds. The Public
Service Commissioner in his report refers
to the restoration of salary cuts and counsels
caution in that direction. The restoration
of those cuts by the present Government is less
than that granted in any other State of Aus-
tralia. Tory Governments throughout Aus-
tralia have made contributions towards the
restoration of the salary cuts that were
effected during the worst depression years.
Naturally, the Premier is worried about the
condition and he has not been able to do
what a National Government have been
able to do in the matter. He is endeavour-
ing to make out a case this morning by
placing the blame upon the head of the
Moore Government. I repeat that that is
not going to get the Premier very far; nor
will it get this country very far.

The concluding passages of the Promicr’s
remarks this morning indicate that we have
passed through the perlod of stagnation to
a period of prosperity; that being so, the
public servants of this State are entitled to
look for some restoration of their salary
cuts. These cuts have been a severe burden
upon them and to-day they are seriously
affected. I know that public servants in
Queensland are expecting a return of the
cuts, notwithstanding the fact that they
heve been given access to the Industrial

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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Court. They are expecting that they will
receive some benefit from the increase in the
prosperity of the State that has taken place
during the last three years. That increase
has not occurred because a Labour Govern-
ment has been in power in this State, but
because of an improvement throughout the
whole of Australia.

The Premier is hard pressed and I regret
he has endeavoured to make the people
believe that the Premier of the day made
a statement that was not made. It was
never intended to further reduce salaries
by the Moore Government.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [11.8
a.m.]: I am one of those who represented
the Queensland Government at the confer-
ence in April, 1932, to which the Premier
referred and I know what happened at it.
A report was furnished by the experts,
including Professor Copland, but at no time
did the Premier of Queensland now the
Leader of the Opposition, express an opinion
in that report. He adopted the attitude that
he ought not to do so and in that he was
quite right. It is not right that any
Government in their dying days should agree
to any scheme that the people at the forth-
coming election might not endorse. It is
wrong for any Government during the last
six months of their term of office to enter
into any large and important undertaking
that is likelv to tie the hands of the new
Government that might be elected by the
people. The Premier is not corrcct in the
inference that he has drawn. I was present
at the conference and I know the attitude
that was adopted by the Leader of the
Opposition and the delegates from the other
States. The subject of a further reduction
in wages and salaries was not discussed. It
is wrong for the Premier to say that if the
Moore Government had been returned to
power wages and salaries would have been
reduced still further. That s only an
assumption on his part with the object of
disseminating political propaganda through-
out the country. He has based his state-
ment on a report submitted to a certain
authority, which he claims is proof of his
assertion. The point is that these things
were never adopted, nor even debated.

Mr., WaLSH:
tunity.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We did have
the opportunity. The conference was
attended by representatives from the other
States, although I think that Mr. Tunne-
cliffe, the Labour representative from Vic-
toria, later retired from the conference.
I5 is wrong for the Premier to mislead the
people by his erroneous statement, It is the
duty of a Premier to be fair. The people
have favoured him by putting him in the
highest position in the State, yet he endeav-
ours to mislead them by ma,kmg a statement
that is absolutely untrue.

Did the present Government take any
steps during their three years of office to
mmprove the conditions about which they
complain so much? The Premiers’ Plan
provided for reductions in the salaries of
public servants. The Industrial Court was
approached, and eventually the basic wage
was reduced. During their three years of
office the present Government tock advantage
of all the reductions that were made under
the Moore regime. Did they restore those
reductions to the public servants? So far

You did not get an oppor-
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as 1 can remember, the only restorations
were made to public servants receiving £950
per annum, whose salaries were increased
to £1,000 per annum, and to public servants
receiving  £1,000, whose salaries were
inereased to £1,050 per annum. Although
the lower paid workers were getting only
what may be described as a bread and butter
wage they were not even considered by
their alleged political friends. Hon. mem-
bers opposite were not concerned abouf
restoring wages to workers on the basie
wage or less, they were concerned only
with greasing the fat pig—increasing the
salaries of the highly paid officials.

During the last election campaign the
Labour Party issued a political dodger inti-
mating that the Labour Government had
administered the Industrial Court so success-
fully that the State could now claim the
highest basic wage of any State in Aus-
tralia. If that was achieved by political
interference with the Industrial Court then
it is a reflection upon the court itself. If
an Industrial Court can be influenced by a
Government it should cease to exist. In
fact, no person occupying a high and respon-
sible position on the Industrial Court bench
should be capable of being influenced by a
Government.

The PREMIER :
are?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : The pamphlet
issued by the Labour Party during the last
clection campaign suggested that the Labour
Government were responsible for the fact
that the basic wage in Queensland was the
highest in any of the States of Australia.
My point is that while it is true that during
the term of office of the present Govern-
ment the basic wage was the highest in
any State in Australia it was also the highest
under the Moore regime, and the present
Government can claim no credit on that
score, The basic wage was fixed by the
court without any reference whatsoever to,
or influence by, the Moore Government.

The PremiEr: We repealed your Act, and
our amending legislation enabled the Court
to compute the basic wage on a higher
standard.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The present
Government took full advantage of the reduc-
tions brought into effect by the Moore
Government. The reduced basic wage has
also continued up to the present moment.
The cost of living to-day is higher than it
was during the Moore regime. That is
indicated by the increase that has taken
place in the awards of the Federal Court
of Conciliation and Arbitration. Those
awards rise or fall according to the increase
or fall in the cost of living. Therefore,
the existing basic wage of £3 14s. has not
the same high purchasing power to-day as
it had during the Moore regime.

Who suggests that they

The Premier is also responsible for the
statement that a basic wage of £3 14s.
now is a more effective wage by 7s. 11d.
than the basic wage of £4 5s. formerly was.
He based that statement on the fact that
the cost of living had been reduced. It
is not the amount of the basic wage that
counts, but its purchasing power. When
we talk of the basic wage we must also
take into consideration the cost of living
figures. We all know that both the Federal
and State courts are approached for a revi-
sion of the basic wage as the cost of living
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decreases or increases. The basic wage is
like a barometer—it fluctuates according to
the cost of living figures. It is possible
that within the next few weeks, the unions
will move the State court for an increase
in the basic wage. They will be quite within
their rights, because when the cost of living
figures show a fall the employers—and rightly
so—will move the court for a reduction.
We ought not to interfere with the prin-
ciples laid down for the fixation of the
basic wage. No Government, whatever their
politics, should influence the court in its
decisions. The court should be free and
untrammelled.  Likewise no Government
should eclaim that the basic wage was
increased during its term of office. It is
possible that within the next twelve months
the Premier and his satellites will proclaim
throughout the country that they were
responsible for an increase in the basic wage.
Doubtless, too, they will distribute pamph-
lets making a similar claim, when, after
all, the increase will be solely due to an
increase in the cost of living. That any
Government should claim the credit for an
increase or decrease In the basic wage is
not only humiliating, but also an insult to
the members of the court.

The Premier stated that during the period
his Government have been in power the
cost of living in Queensland has been lower
than in any other State of the Common-
wealth. Although that statement is correct
it may mislead the pecople into thinking
that the present Government are responsible
for it. During the whole of the period I
have been a member of this Assembly, the
cost of living in Queensland—irrespective
of the Government in power—has been lower
than that in any other State of the Common-
wealth., In view of that fact it is ridiculous
for the Premier to take credit to his Govern-
ment when the cost of living goes down, What
influence has the Premier or the Government
on the price of butter or meat and other
products? The prevailing prices are due to
nfluences over which the Premier has no
control, If the Government takes credit
for a rise in prices they should also take the
blame for a fall in prices. The Premier has
claimed that the fall in the cost of living
was due to the fact that his Government
were in power, but I would remind the hon.
gentleman that the same conditions prevailed
when the Moore Government were in power.
At that time the cost of living was lower
in Queensland than in any other State in
Australia.

During the last State election campaign
the Labour Party circulated pamphlets
throughout the State claiming that the
Smith Government were responsible for the
fact that the basic wage was higher in
Queensland and the cost of living lower
than in any other State in Australia. The
Premier knows that his Government had
no influence on those matters, and that such
statements were entirely misleading, It is
regrettable that incorrect statements should
be circulated amongst the electors. No
doubt that propaganda assisted the Govern-
ment to regain office, but it is deplorable
that a higher standard of political morality
does mnot prevail in this State. The Pre-
mier and the Government should endeavour
to fight fairly, and not use statements that
are not in accordance with facts. and have
been denied time after time by hon. mem-
bers on this side of the Committec.

Mr. Morgan.]
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ThMr'h TAYLO}B{ (nggg:)[era) %11].)2511)&.111;1.]: Clothing Trades.

e hon. members for Isis an a ave
endeavoured to refute the statemesr,xts of State. Wago.  Hours.
the Premier, showing that industrial condi- 5. d.
tions in Queensland are better as a result New South Wales 78 4 44.00
of Labour administration in Queensland Victoria 7910 45.17
than they were during the period of the Queensland ... 83 2  44.00
Moore Government. The statements of the South Australia 83 2  44.00
hon. member for Dalby are paradoxical. For Western Australia 86 1 44.00
the last ten minutes he has endeavoured to Tasmania .o 14T 46.29
show the Assembly that since Brisbane was Average for Common-
Brisbane the cost of living in this capital wealth 79 11 44.54

has been lower than in any other in
Australia,  During the debate on the
Address in Reply the same gentleman criti-
cised the Government for putting into effect
a policy that had the result of driving
capital from the State. He maintained
that the cost of production in Queensland
was higher than in any other Stabte, and
that the cost of production in Brisbane was
higher than in any other capital city in
Australia. If that is so, how can Brisbane
have the lowest cost of living?

The hon. member for Isis this morning
stated that the Government were not fair
to the public service and the workers of
Queensland generally in regard to wages.
Queensland has always been regarded as
the State wherein the workers have got the
highest value for their services. To this,
of course, they are entitled. The object of
the Labour Party is that the worker shall
be paid such a wage as is in conformity
with the value of his labour, and will enable
him to enjoy a decent standard of living.
Queensland has still the highest average
basic wage and the shortest working week
of all the States. To prove this I shall
quote figures as at June, 1935, issued by the
Commonwealth Statistician—an officer not
under the control of the Queensland Labour
Government, but a Commonwealth officer
controlled by a Government of the political
colour of hon. members opposite. The
figures, which give the weekly wage and
working hours in a number of industries,
are—

Wood, furniture, ete.

State. Wage. Hours.
s. d.
New South Wale 87 8 45.74
Victoria 82 11 47.97
Queensland 92 11 44.03
South Australia 78 9 48.00
Western Australia 8 0 46.58
Tasmania 83 10 47.90
Australia (average) 85 11 46.46
Engineering works, etc. Metal,
State. Wage. Hours.
s. d.
New South Wales ... 8 4 44,03
Victoria ... ... 81 3 46.68
Queensland .. 83 7 44.90
South Australia .. 8 8 46.63
Western Australia ... 86 3 44,45
Tasmania ... 85 6 45.64
Australia (average) ... 83 9 45.25

The figures prove that in these two indus-
tries alone the workers in Queensland enjoy
better wages and conditions than their
counterparts in the other States.

[Mr. Taylor.

Another example is this record of the
figures for the building industry:—

State. Wage. Hours.
s. d.

New South Wale a7 1 43.66
Victoria ... .. 980 7 44.38
Queensland . ... 102 11 44.00
South Australia ... 86 8 44,44
Western Australia QO 9 44,13
Tasmania Lo 811 44.59
Average for Common-

wealth ... L9l 44.04

Compare the average weekly wage for the
Commonwealth with 102s. 11d. for Queens-

land! The next is the mining industry, in
which the figures are—
State. Wage Hours.
s. d
New South Wale L1031 42.95
Victoria ... ... 86 2 44.76
Queensland ... 108 4 43.47
South Australia .. 11 6 43.19
Western Australia .. 95 5 44.65
Tasmania .. 95 7 44.92
Average for Common-
wealth 97 10 43.62

Queensland stands out in this industry with
an average weekly wage of 108s. 4d.

The weekly wage and hours in the rail
and tram services are:—

State. Wage. Hours.
s. d
New South Wales ... 82 5 44.38
Victoria ... 8 0 47.59
Queensland ... 88 2 44,00
South Australia .. T 8 48.00
Western Australia ... 86 4 43.79
Tasmania .. 80 2 48.00
Average for Common-
wealth ... ... 83 4 4558

and in the pastoral and agricultural indus-
tries—

State. Wage. Hours.
3. d.

New South Wales 70 17 —
Victoria ... 71 4 —
Queensland e 8 0 —
South Australia 68 5 —_
Western Australia 7% 0 —_—
Tasmania L. 7411 e
Average for Common-

wealth ... .. 73 4 —

Those figures give the lie direct to the sug-
gestion made by the hon. member for Isis.
e tried his best to prove that this Govern-
ment are paying lower wages and providing
worse conditions than are the Governments
of the other States. The Commonwealth
Statistician, who is under the control of a
Nationalist Government, shows that the
suggestion is incorrect.
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The publie service know perfectly well
that the Queensland Government are pre-
pared to give them every assistance they can.

fOPPOSITION MEeMBER : Whatever they ask
or ?

Mr. TAYLOR : No, not whatever they ask
for. No doubt during the next few months
they will get from the Industrial Court an
increase that will be justified by the court's
decision. The public service in return appre-
ciate very much what the Government are

doing for the State in general, and the
public service in particular.
Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [11.37]: I am

rather at a loss to know why this speech
of propaganda for his own side was delivered
by the Premier this morning. He has adopted
the very unfair practice, sometimes resorted
to by politicians, of taking sentences out of
statements and thus using parts for political
propaganda purposes. The very first state-
ment I made at the conference of Common-
wealth and State Ministers held in Mel-
bourne on the 15th April, 1932, begins—

“The Queensland representatives have
given most earnest consideration to both
the Committee’s report and the state-
ment of the Prime Minister., They desire
to make clear that the Queensland
Government has no intention of depart-
ing from the spirit of the Premiers’ Plan,
and so far as Government expenditure is
concerned has carried out the necessary
reductions in the main, and proposes to
continue to pursue a progressive policy
towards financial equilibrium, and will
not relax its efforts until a balanced
budget has been achieved. At the same
time the representatives are not suffi-
ciently satisfied with all the aspects of
the latest report in its relationship to
Queensland.  Before committing them-
selves, to any proposal the Qucensland
representatives desire to remind the con-
ference that on a previous occasion when
the question of loan allocation was dis-
cussed Queensland was declined assistance
owing to her having funds of her own
available. It is, therefore, essential that
a definite assurance be given that a
similar attitude will not be adopted on
this occasion. The basis of the alloca-
tion of funds available is of utmost
importance to Queensland, and its repre-
sentatives are not prepared to commit
their State to any proposal until that
question has been definitely and clearly
defined.

“ Queensland welcomes the Common-
wealth Government’s offer to assist to
the extent of £5,000,000, and will under-
take to guarantee the necessary interest
on its proportion of the interest bearing
money made available from the Unem-
ployed Relief Tax Fund”

that is, when the State’s share had been
defined.

At the time when T was Premier it was
the practice to issue a report at the con-
clusion of the conference-~as instanced by the
Premier’s quoting from it. This report,
although not a very full one, was neverthe-
less, a report. The complaint of the present
Premier 1s that Star Chamber methods were
adopted, and the reports were too meagre.
At the present time no reports are issued,
and we on this side of the Chamber cannot
get any information as to what has happened,
or what anyone said at the conference. A
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little further on in my statement on that
occasion 1 said—

“The Queensland Government has
already passed legislation directing the
Arbitration Court to consider the possible
and probable economic effect on the com-
munity as & whole in any determination
it may give. Therefore, the court having
full powers, no further legislative action
should be required to give effect to that
portion of the committee’s report.”

That is a definite statement that we were
not prepared to go further in carrying it
out. We stated that the court had power
to do it.

Capital has been made of my statement
that an election was coming on and that
consequently I could not make a definite
pronouncement. In that respect I should

.like to quote another portion of my state-

ment at that same conference—

“The Prime Minister in his speech

made clear that any proposals were
subject to agreement amongst all the
States, and the giving of adequate

guarantees of their due performance. It
is desired to ascertain more clearly
the views of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment on these points, particularly in
regard to New South Wales and Vie-
toria RN

Victoria had left the conference, and New
South Walea had failed to carry out the
scheme. I wanted to know what the
guarantees were, and I said—
“ . . . as it may be difficult for
Queensland—with an election pending
—to satisfy the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in this regard.”

How could I give a guarantee with an
election in view? No one knew whether we
should be returned to power or not. That
statement has been twisted by the present
Govermment. 1 consider it a rather despic-
able thing to take part of a sentence and
use it for political purposes.
The Premier: It was not intended.

Mr. MOORE: It is all right to say it
was not intended. At page 13 in the report
of the previous conference I said this—

“On the bottom of page 6 it is con-
clusively proved that our obligation has
been fulfilled. Queensland, being in the
main a primary producing State, has
felt the full force of the drastic slump
in prices for overseas exports, and the
decrease in revenue from taxation, rail-
ways, and other sources accounts for
£1,600,000, in spite of continuous efforts
on the part of the Government.”

I further said this—

“ Finally, it is abundantly clear that
a further drastic cut in controllable
governmental expenditure would have a
very small appreciable effect on the
position, and the falling off in revenue,
although taxation has been heavily
increased, renders further assistance
from that source impracticable.”

I stated that if the Government had to
make further reductions in controllable
governmental expenditure it would have
very little effect on the prevailing position.
I went on to say—

“In Queensland the State Arbitration
Court has been left free and untram-
melled to fix the number of hours to

Mr. Moore)
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he worked and wages to be paid in the
various industries and callings coming
within its jurisdiction, after the most
careful consideration of the facts placed
before it. If the suggestion hinted at
would require Parliament to instruct the
court as to hours and wages it would
be contrary to our conception of an
independent court.”’

OrrositioN MemBiERs : Hear, hear!

Mr. MOORE: My statement discloses the
unprecedentedly difficult times confronting
the States and the Commonwealth, and the
need for the adoption of a plan to assist
in the financial rehabilitation of the country,
and proved that Queensland was not shirking
her part. In April, 1931, a considered state-
ment was made after the conference had
begun, so that Mr. Hill would have ample
opportunity to confer with his officers and
decide what action he should take. ™The
following appears in the report of the
conference—

““South Australia was the first Govern-
ment seriously to tackle reduction in
Government expenditure, and, as the
figures submitted to the Premiers’ Con-
ference show, the percentage reductions
made in South Australia are greater than
those made by any other Government.
Relative figures of percentage reductions
are as follows:—Business undertakings,
30 per cent.; administration and general,
19 per cent.; roads, 59 per cent., making
the total (all groups) 29 per cent.”

I am not criticising South Australia. The
State was in an extraordinarily difficult
position. It is largely a primary producing
State and severely felt the slump in world
prices. It was almost forced into bank-
ruptey, and on two or three occasions the
Commonwealth ‘Government had to come to
its rescue to enable it to meet its obliga-
tions to its public servants. South Australia
was forced to take drastic action, but nobody
would dream of taking advantage of her
position to make political propaganda now
The action taken by South Australia was
absolutely necessary and the State could
find no alternative. I regard Mr. Hill as
a man who fearlessly carried out his duty
to his State and to the Commonwealth of
Australia under the most extraordinarily
difficult conditions. He had to run counter
to principles that he had embraced for
years, and he did it not in his interests but
in the interests of his own State and the
Commonwealth. It is despicable and mean
for any person to endeavour to make
political propaganda now by holding these
men up to public obloquy, because they
played a most difficult part during unpre-
cedentedly difficult times. Shortly after-
wards., when the present Government were
returned to power, the public servants
waited upon the Acting Premier, the Secre-
tary for Public Lands, and sought a restora-
tion of salary reductions. What he said in
reply to them is indicated in the following
Press report:—

‘““The Acting Premier did not give
his hearers any indication of the extent
to which they could expect the Govern-
ment to remit the cuts. The Govern-
ment’s problem is to determine how
much it may safely give back to the
public servants ‘without arousing the
opposition of other sections of the com-
munity.”

[Mr. Moore.
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He was not concerned with what was fair
or what was just, but how much he could

restore to the public servants without
alienating the political support that he
alrcady had alsewhere. That was the

difficulty facing him! I do not wish to take
up the time of the Committee discussing
these matters, but when a portion of a
sentence is quoted and distorted for political
purposes there is no alternative than to
read the whole statement.

The PremIER: What you have read con-
firms my statement.

Myr. MOORE: Ii may confirm the portion
read by the Premier, but it does not confirm
the impression that he sought to convey—it
does the opposite. It showed that it was
my contention that any further reduction in
controllable government expenditure would
have very little effect upon the prevailing
position and that we were endeavouring, as
far as possible, to make the necessary
reductions to carry out the Premiers’ Plan
in the interests of Australia. Ninety-seven
per cent, of the bondholders had voluntarily
agreed to accept a reduction in interest on
Government stock. They did not urge the
(tovernment to accept their money, but the
Government had asked them to subscribe
to a loan on certain conditions. They
agreed, and then in the nation’s interest they
were asked to vary their terms, but the
representatives of the people were also
pariies to the agreement, we having under-
taken to reduce governmental expenditurc
and to continue to do so until financial
rehabilitation had been established. We had
to carry out our part of the agreement.
Would any person who was reasonable and
fair go back on an agreement of that nature?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr., W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [11.45 a.m.]:
I was absent from the Committee on Thurs-
day when this vote was under consideration,
but I take the present opportunity to add
my words of commendation of the excellent
services rendered by the Public Service Com-
missioner and the officers of his department.
When the Commissioner reaches the age of
seventy years and retires it will be very diffi-
cult for the Government to obtain an officer
who will bring to the discharge of the duties
of the position qualifications similar to those
he possesses,

The speech delivered by the Leader of
the Opposition was rather remarkable. It
was a very poor defence of the attitude
of his Government towards the employees
of the Government when he was In power
from 1929 to 1932. The hon. gentleman
had the effrontery to say that he did not
believe in interfering with the Industrial
Court. That statement, coming from the
ex-Leader of such a Government, is a most
remarkable one, especially when one remem-
bers that his Administration applied to the
court seeking a reduction of wages and
salaries of their employees approximating
15 per cent. When the court' in its wisdom
dectded that the case presented by the repre-
sentatives of the unions was sufficient to
combat that application, it made an award
reducing salaries and wages by 6 per cent.
—a percentage it considered equitable. The
ILeader of the Opposition and his Govern-
ment almost immediately issued an Order in
Council gazetting the whole of the Crown
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employees oubt of the jurisdiction of the
court. At the same time another Order in
Council was issued reducing wages and
salaries of Crown employees by from 10 to
15 per cent. This reduction was subsequently
increased to 15 to 20 per cent.

The Leader of the Opposition also endea-
voured to explain away a remarkable state-
ment he, as Premier, made at the Loan
Council. Anybody who has read the report
of the Premiers’ Conference of April, 1932,
will readily see what happened. Conference
appointed a committee of experts to examine
the financial position, and make recom-
mendations. This committee reccmmended
that a reduction of 15 per cent. should be
made in all real wages.

Mr. Moorg: 10 per cent.

Me. W. J. COPLEY: Yes, it would be
10 per cent. The Prime Minister, Mr.
Lyons, who presided at the conference, made
the definite statement that the Common-
wealth Government endorsed the report of
the experts. He was supported in that
statement by other represemtatives, includ-
ing the Premier of Queensland, the present
Leader of the Opposition. Mr. Lyons said
that it would be necessary to give effect to
the recommendation either by legislation
or through the wage fixing tribunal, which-
ever course was necessary. It did not matter
whether the wage fixation tribunals did it
or whether legislation was necessary.

Mr. Moore: How do you read that out
of Mr. Lyon’s statement. That is not there.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY : It is there.

Mr. Moore: It is not there.
the statement,

Mr. W. J. COPLEY : I have not got the
report here. It has been quoted in this
Chamber., He said definitely—either by the
wage fixation tribunals or by legislation,
whichever was necessary. The hon. member
for Aubigny, whe was then Leader of the
Queensland Government, was one of those
who supported the attitude adopted. by the
Prime Minister. Subscquently, when speak-
ing to the motion, the hon. member for
Aubigny, stated—as the Premier stated this
morning—that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should not expect too much from
Queensland in view of the fact an election
was near,

Mr. Moore: I did not say, * Too much ”;
I said, “I cannot guarantee.”

Mr. W, J. COPLEY: That the Common-
wealth Government could not expect the
Queensland Government to carry out the
recommendations to the full, in view of the
fact that an election was coming on in this
State.

The Leader of the Opposition cannot
explain away those statements made by him
when he was Leader of the Government.
When the Labour Government assumed office
in 1932, the Premier and the Secretary for
Public Lands attended a Premiers’ Con-
ference and a meeting of the Loan Council;
they found that was the policy that had been
laid down and was to be carried out. Hon.
members and the public generally who fol-
lowed the reports of those proceedings will
remember the tremendous fight put up by
the Leader of this Government, and recall
the resolution that was moved by him, and
subscquently became embodied in a motion

You read
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moved by the Prime Minister which subse-
quently became the basis of the new reha-
bilitation scheme that has been carried out
in Australia since 1932.

I have already stated in this Chamber,
and I repeat it, that the whole of the
improvement in the economic conditions of
the people throughout Australia date from
the time the present Premier of Queensland
attended the Loan Council meeting in 1932.

The Leader of the Opposition must have
been very hard put to it to explain many
of his actions when he was Premier. He
made a futile endeavour to convince public
servants that while his Government were in
power he was a ministering angel to them.
On the contrary, during the three years
the Moore Government were in power more
than 7,000 Crown employees were either
sacked or retired, their jobs not being filled
by the appointment of other officers.
Moreover, automatic increases were not
paid. During that time we had the spectacle
of young people, seventeen and eighteen
years of age, suffering a 35 per cent. reduc-
tion in salaries, whilst Under Secretaries and
other high officials on £1,100, £1,200, and
£1500 per annum suffered a 20 per cent.
reduction. That indicates the treatment the
Moore Government meted out to their
employees, and the concepticn of justice

that they held.

The Public Service Commissioner was
given definite instructons by the hon. mem-
ber for Aubigny that under no considerations
—irrespective of the merits of the case—
were increases in classifications to be even
considered. Ion. members should recognise
that had the recommendation of _the
Premierss Conference at that time been
carried out the basic wage in Queensland
would have been reduced to £2 18s. 6d. a
week, In 1932 the Queensland Government
and the Premiers’ QConference definitely
pledged themselves to a 10 per cent. reduc-
tion 1n real wages. That would have meant
a Queensland basic wage of only £2 18s. 6d.
The Leader of the Opposition cannot deny
that fact, or explain 1t away.

Mr. Moore: The hon. member
read what was said.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That was the out-
look for Government employees had his
Government been returned to power. When
dealing with South Australia, the Leader
of the Opposition stated that Queensland
had carried its full share of the burden of
responsibility in connection with the appli-
cation of the Premiers’ Plan—the plan so
dear to the hearts of Nationalist Premiers,
including the hon. gentleman. The Assistant
Treasurer of the Commonwealth, Mr. Bruce,
had to castigate the Premier of Queensland,
the hon. member for Aubigny in this connec-
tion on one occasion. A deputation consist-
ing of Queensland Professional Officers’
Association, the Queensland Teachers’ Union,
and the Queensland State Service Union
waited on the Premier at that time. I know
that the Premier, the present Leader of the
Opposition, then had in his possession a letter
from Professor Melville, the economist to
the Commonwealth Government, which stated
very definitely that the Government of
Queensland were not acting in accordance
with the letter or the spirit of the Premiers’
Plan. The letter was produced by the hon.
member for Aubigny at that deputation,
and I requested him to allow me to read it.

Mr. W.dJ.Copley.]
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He did so. In fact, every representative at
that deputation had that letter in his hands,
but it has since disappeared from the Chief
Secretary’s Department. It is not on the
file in that department. During the 1932
election campaign I made a statement in
these terms, but the Leader of the Opposi-
tion denied it. This is an illustration of
the species of administration in use in
Queensland from 1829 to 1932.

The Government of the day skulked behind
the Premiers’ Plan so far as employees of
the Government services were concerned.
It avails nothing for the Leader of the
Opposition to endeavour to mislead the
Assemmbly and the public service as to the
attitude of his Government towards the
employees of the service.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥Nanango) [11.58 p.m.]:
It is very difficult to understand the inten-
tion of the Premier. Is it that by his utter-
ances this morning he is endeavouring to
support the growing belief of the people of
Quecnsland that the Queensland public ser-
vice have commenced to rule the Government
and the State. Certainly that is what is
being said outside of this Chamber, and the
opinion is growing year by year. 1 do not
think that the members of the public service
desire that that should be the feeling engen-
dered, in spite of what has been said by
the Premier. He has definitely proved that
that is his objective—with the employees of
the public service behind him he will con-
trol the State. The Premier made no men-
tion of the conditions of the other sections
of the community during the period under
discussion. Would the hon. gentleman not
have been fairer had he stated that during
the time the employees of the public service
were reduced in salary, thousands of the
people of the State were in receipt of ne
income at all, owing to the tremendous fall
in the prices of our exports and the drying
up of the sources of loan money? There
was a reduction of the spending power of
the community in the Commonwealth of 40
per cent. To be fair to the men and women
who are doing their best to develop the
country, this fact should have been men-
tioned.

Is it necessary that statements should be
made that breed class-consciousness and cause
bitterness? In the ultimate, who are pay-
ing the salaries of the public servants? The
workers and settlers. It appears to me
that the arguments put forward are cowardly
and uncalled for in a State such as Queens-
land. I am sure the public service do not
sponsor them. If the Premier were honest
in his professions that he is endeavouring
to do something in the welfare of this
State. he would try to bring the people more
together and reconcile their interests. In-
stead, we find him leading the members of
his party in oratory of the ordinary soap-
box sort, and propaganda like what we hear
during election time.

If the Premier had been fair he would
have quoted the conditions existing outside
the service. He knows as well as I do that
the public servants realised that at the depth
of the depression they were in a much
better position than most other sections of the
community. Prices had fallen in all primary
industries. Think of the dairyman slaving
from morning till night and receiving only
ad. for a product that was previously return-
ing 20d. and 24d.! Wool prices fell to a
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similar extent. Yet the public servant was
secure in his position and receiving regular
salary. As a result of propaganda like that
“ put over ” this Committee by the Premier
this morning, hundreds of men are sleeping
in show buildings and other places—wherever
they can get a roof over their heads,
refusing to accept work when it is offered
to them. The Premier’s policy has created
a distinct division of thought among the
people. A great percentage of the
people do not care a two-penny dump
whether this State develops or not. They
do not care who pays for the food they
collect from year to year! The Government,
through not having sufficient backbone to
see that every man pulls his weight in this
great work of development, have allowed
that state of affairs to exist. I have come
into contact with hundreds of public servants
and I know, from my experience of these
men, that not one of them would have liked
to be getting high wages when he realised
the conditions existing outside.

Despite what the Premier may say to the
contrary, the condition of other States of
Australia was much worse than that of
Queensland during the Moore regime. I
was in South Australia at the time, and the
position there was such that the people
had become despondent; they thought they
would never get out of the dire straits they
were in. It seems to me that the only
objective likely to be achieved by the argu-
ments advanced by the Premier this morn-
ing is a continuance of the division among
the people. That, after all, is conirary to
the best interests of the State. He makes
speeches like the one he made this morn-
ing to keep together men who are at the
present time behind him, but men who are
perhaps to some extent challenging his power.
(Government laughter). He may laugh, but
every dog has his day. Premiers come and
Premiers go, and some that have gone have
been just as big as the hon. gentleman!

The Previzr: You will neither come nor
go.

Mr. EDWARDS: That is something to be
proud of, because it means that I am
always here. I think thet is more than the
hon. gentleman can say. We should do
everything we can in the interests of the
State to bring the people together and see
that every section gets a fair ““ go.”” That
the present Government are not doing. If
you want evidence of that statement, go
along to the Agricultural Bank and see the
number of foreclosures made during the
year. Families are being put out of their
homes, yet the Government are using these
arguments in connection with people who
have secure positions. Whilst I have no
objection to the Premier’s putting forward
his party policy I have an objection, as a
Queenslander, to his treating the people as
he has done this morning. It would be
better if he were to try to bring the people
together and get them to work one with
another in the interests of the State.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [12.7 p.m.]: I listened to the speech
of the hon. member who has just resumed
his seat. All that I can gather from his
utterance is that he is in grave danger of
dislocating his shoulder by patting himself
on the back. ¥is speech indicates that he
has a better knowledge of scatology than
economics.
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I would remind the hon. member that it
was the Leader of the Opposition who
brought up this subject. He and his party
think that whilst they occupy the Opposition
benches they are entitled to say what they
like. They are intensely annoyed when they
are effectively replied to. Whilst the hon.
member for Bulimbe was addressing the
Committee, the Leader of the Opposition
asked that member to quote certain parts
of the report of a Premiers’ Conference.
The Leader of the Opposition should know
that the hon. member for Bulimba was not
able to do so because he, the Leader of the
Opposition, had in his possession the only
available copy of the report in the Parlia-
mentary Library. In ordér to quote from
the conference report I had to send to my
office for another copy. I desire again to
call attention to the complaint of the Leader
of the Opposition that I only quoted parts
of his speech. That is true. I only quoted
the relevant parts. Surely the hon. member
does not suggest that a clergyman should
read the whole Bible before he announces

his text? I quoted the relevant point of his
speech—and his speeches are, very often,
irrelevant.

Mr. Crayrox interjected.

The PREMIER: The hon. member for
Wide Bay cannot side track me by his con-
stant irrelevant interjections. In dealing
with the report, the Prime Minister made
a statement of policy on behalf of the Com-
monwealth Government. On page 9 he is

reported—
“The actual recommendations they
make are—
Firstly, that the principle of a

reduction in real wages of 10 per cent.,
already provided under awards of the
Federal Arbitration Court, should be
made general, and be given effect to
by all wage-fixing tribunals, or by
legislation.”
What did that mean? The ¢ Harvester”
standard, which was laid down by the late
Mr. Justice Higgins in 1809, was described
by the judge himself as only a rough
approximation to justice. It was accepted
for many years as a standard and the 10
per cent referred to was a 10 per cent.
reduction on the “ Harvester”” standard not
to apply to public servants alone, but to all
persons in the State in receipt of wages.
The 10 per cent. reduction on the ‘“ Harves-
ter ” standard was to apply legislatively or
otherwise, and that was the proposal by
the Expert Committee—and which the Prime
Minister advocated.

Dealing with the same matter at page 10,
he said—

“ At the election held some three
months ago, the people of Australia
gave an overwhelming mandate to the
present Government to deal with the
existing financial and economic situa-
tion, and entrusted to the Government
the task of determining the course that
should be pursued to get the nation out
of its present difficulties. That responsi-

bility the Government accepts, and
recommends to this conference the
immediate adoption of the proposals

which I have just outlined.”

The Prime Minister recommended to the
States the adoption of a 10 per cent. reduc-
tion on the ‘“ Harvester ”’ standard, legisla-
tively or otherwise!
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He further stated on page 10—

“We, therefore, suggest to the con-
ference that, subject to the acceptance
by all of the States of the proposals I
have outlined, and guarantees satisfac-
tory to this conference being given that
they will be carried out, the Common-
wealth Government should co-operate
with the States in negotiating for a
substantial sum, say, £10,000,000 of loan
money, for expenditure in the manner
and subject to the safeguards which I
shall indicate.”

The sum referred to was £10,000,000 and not
£5,000,000 as suggested by the Leader of the
Opposition by way of interjection. The
sum of £3,000,000 was ultimately agreed to,
but my quotation of £10,000,000 is correct.
My statement is confirmed by my quotation
from the remarks of the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister suggested that the
States should adopt a 10 per cent. reduction
in real wages, and if the States agreed he
was prepared to raise £10,000,000 for public
works. At page 11 he said—

“ My Government is, subject, as I have
said, to the general acceptance of the
proposals, prepared to become respon-
sible for half of this sum, and to make
it available for subsidising approved
expenditure under this scheme within
the States on generous conditions. We
believe that ‘%he expenditure of this
money in the near future would not
only bring relief to great numbers of
our distressed people, but that it would
have a revivifying effect upon industry
and business generally. Such an expen-
diture of loan money, however, and the
Commonwealth’s contribution towards it,
could not possibly be justified at this
time unless it was accompanied by the
absolute assurance that the original
Premiers’ Plan, as supplemented by the
present proposals, was to be carried out
both in the spirit and the letter.”

The phrase, * supplemented by the present
proposals,” is significant and governs the
whole position. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion commenced his speech at page 15 by
saying—

“ They «esire to make clear that the
Queensland Government has no intention
of departing from the spirit of the
Premiers’ Plan.”

What was the spirit of the Premiers’ Plan
as described by Mr. Lyons? That is the
only point we are dealing with, Anything
else that the Leader of the Opposition said
was merely supplementary. I have never
doubted the purpose of the Leader of the
Opposition. There is no need for me to
repeat again what he said at that confer-
ence. I am putting forward the case that a
proposal was recommended by the committee
of experts, and 1t was accepted by the repre-
sentatives of the States at that conference
and by the Commonwealth Government “in
the spirit and the letter.”” The Common-
wealth Government recommended it to the
States,

Mr. Goprrey MoORGAN:
endorse it.

The PREMIER: They did endorse it.
Here we have the Leader of the Opposition
using exactly the same words as the Prime
Minister—that he accepted the proposals in
their spirit and letter. The committes of

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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experts reported what

already was done.

I want to quote the following extract from
the speech of the Leader of the Opposition
at that conference—

““ The Queensland representatives doubt
the efficiency of the whole wage-fixing
wages paid to families with and without
system, particularly the disparity in
wages paid to families with and without
children, and also the difficulties in
regard to young people obtaining employ-
ment, and is of the view that flat rate
reductions would inflict bhardship in
quarters where it can least be afforded.
They therefore suggest that consideration
be given to proposals whereby this
inequality could be overcome without
any detriment to the necessary industrial
recovery.”’

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN :
wrong with that.

The PREMIER: There is nothing wrong
with that statement provided the words
can be taken in their true meaning. What
is wrong with the suggestion at the back
of the hon. member’s mind? The idea of
the Moore Government in paying endow-
ments to large families was to rob Peter
to pay Paul. It was to bring about a general
reduction in wages so that some families
would receive some endowment. The child.
less worker, or the worker with children
over fourteen years of age, would pay for
the benefits to the small numbers of people
who reaped advantages under the proposal.

I was quoting from the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition when I was inter-
rupted. I now intend to read the rest of
the quotation—

“They are also of the opinion that
beneficial results toward further employ-
ment would accrue if consideration were
given to an alteration of the wage pay-
ments, wherever practicable, from weekly
to hourly rates.”

the adoption of

There is nothing

In other words, the hon. gentleman wanted
to adopt a policy of rationing, and thus
bring about a general lowering of standards.
He then proceeded to deal with the question
of unemployment,

Mr., Moore: He went on to deal with the
question of Queensland’s share of the loan.

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman
then proceeded to deal with Queensland’s
share of the loan and the problem of unem-
ployment.  The Brisbane ‘ Courier” of
22nd April, 1932, the official organ of the
Opposition, in dealing with the same con-
ference, said—

“ PrREMIERS’ CONFERENCE ENDs.
“Mect again in June.
‘“ Melbourne, 21st April.

““ The Premiers’ Conference adjourned
yesterday until 21st June . . . When
the conference reassembles the whole
question of economic reconstruction will
be discussed, including the possibility
of raising the exchange rates .
is understood that another Premiers’ Con-
ference will begin on 22nd June, when
the political position in Queensland and
Victoria will have cleared sufficiently to
enable the representatives of these
States to speak with an authoritative
voice on questions of policy relating to
the further e,nforcement of the Premiers’

2

Plan
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In other words, conference would deal with
the question of imposing a further 10 per
cent. reduction. What I have quoted, as well
as what I have said, is a complete vindi-
cation of the case I have put forward. No
matter how hon. members opposite may
wriggle there is no doubt that they sedu-
lously pursued a certain policy with disas-
trous results to this Stake, and that the
gradual reversal of this policy has brought
about the improvement that has been wrought
in this State.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) [12.20 p.m.}:
I listened with interest to the speeches of
the Premier and the hon. member for
Bulimba concerning the statements sup-
posedly made at the Premiers’ Conference
by the Leader of the Opposition. The tac-
tics adopted by the Premier suggest that
he is endeavouring to bolster up a very
poor case.

Much has been said about the attitude
of the various State Governments in regard
to the Premiers’ Plan. I shall quote reports
that appeared in the Labour Press, which
indicate what the attitude of the Premier
was. A statement in the ‘ Labour Call”
of Victoria was quoted by me in this Cham-
ber on a previous occasion, and appears at
page 773 of “ Hansard >’ for 1933 in the
course of my speech on that occasion—

“These are times where it is impera-
tive that those occupying responsible
positions in the name of the Australian
Labour Party must place themselves
beyond suspicion, if they would com-
mand the respect and support of the
members of the party. They must make
it perfectly clear where they stand at
all times when the party’s policy is chal-
lenged by anti-Labour. They cannct
afford to be looked upon as safe proposi-
tions by Labour’s enemies, nor as weak-
lings who are always so ready to apolo-
gise for what is regarded as Labour’s
audacity or arrogance. They must be
men or women of reasoned conviction
and capacity to express themselves
clearly and intelligently, and who are
courageous enough to stand alone if
needs be. Because of the defections of
the Hogans and Hills, and because of
the bitter disappointments during the
past two or three years, these essential
qualities are now demanded of those who
would lead the way by all intelligent
members of the Australian Labour
Party. Therefore, Mr. Forgan Smith,
like all others similarly situated, must
either make his position clear or pay the
penalty of being distrusted.”

That is not the view of a Conservative or &
Tory paper. Now compare the above com-
ments with this criticism—

“The Premier has tried to twist out
of his acceptance of the Premiers’ Plan,
or rather allowing himself to be swal-
lowed at the first Premiers’ Conference
he attended by saying that Labour did
not agree to the statutory reduction in
salaries and wages and wsocial services.
The statutory interference under the
Moore Government in those matters was
confined to salaries and wages of
Government employees and social services
which were paid by the Government.
That was done by ¢ The Financial Emer-
gency Act of 1932 "

The “ Labour Daily” of 1lst July, 1932,
commented in the following manner on the



Supply.

attitude of the hon. gentleman at the
Premiers’ Conference :—

“ Mr., Forgan Smith has submitted to
the dictation of the banks. Faced to-day
with the alternative of accepting the
banks ultimatum or leaving the Pre-
miers’ Conference—the same alternative
that previously confronted Mr. Lang—
the Premier of Queensland, unlike Mr.
Lang, wilted and meekly committed his
Government and people to the hideous
Premiers’ Plan. There was general
rejoicing by the Prime Minister and the
Nationalist Premiers at the success of
their tactics in bringing the Queensland
Government into line, and having the
Premiers’ Plan reaffirmed for general
application throughout the Common-
wealth by a reduction—at the expense
of the workers—of the estimated deficits
of £20.000.000 to the absurd figure of
£6,000,000 laid down by the banks. Mr.
Hill, Premier of South Australia, put
the question in a nutshell when he said,
‘It is not a matter of what Mr. Smith
would do or what anybody else wanted
to do; it was a case of what they had
to do’~a jibe that Mr. Smith took
without a murmur. The conference sat
in camera right through the day con-
sidering ways and means of reducing the
Budget deficits of the various Govern-
ments as nearly as possible to the limit
laid down by the banks.”

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhaunsted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Ttem (Public Service Commissioner) agreed
t0. "
PUBLIC SERVICE SUPERANNUATION BOARD.
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,

Mackay): I move—
“ That £2,387 be granted for ° Public
Service Superannuation Board’.”
Item agreed to,

STATE REPORTING BUREAU.
The PREMIER (Hon. W, Forgan Smith,
Mackay): I move—
“That £9,304 be granted for ¢ State

3 3

Reporting Bureaw’.
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) {12.26

pa.]: Is revenue derived by this sub-
department?
The Premigr: Yes. Last financial year

the amount was £954.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: To
extent it is self-supporting?

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [12.27 p.m.]: The officers of the
State Reporting Bureau mnot only report
the debates in Parliament, but also the
proceedings in the Supreme Court and
Industrial Courts. Members of the Bureau
are also available to royal commissions in
a secretarial capacity, and in addition
report - the evidence heard by the commis-
sions. They also are available for reporting
conferences presided over by Ministers and
other officers of the State. For instance,
were a conference of the various interests
in the grazing industry to be called by the
(tovernment two officers of the bureau could
be detalled to report the proceedings. It is
wery essential at times such reports should

some
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The revenue of the sub-
department is derived from the sale of
transcripts of proceedings in the courts,
which at times litigants wish to buy.

Ttem (State Reporting Bureau) agreed fo.

be prepared.

STATE STORES BOARD.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan 8mith,
Mackay): I move—

“ That £12,578 be granted for °State
Stores Board’.”

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Daldy) {12.28
p.m.]: There is a large increase in the
number of employees controlled by this
department. Will the Premier give some
information as to the necessity for this
increase ?

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [12.29 p.m.]: There is an increase
of £1,430 for salaries and £525 for con-
tingencies, Some temporary officers, for-
merly paid from contingencies, have been
permanently appointed. An  additional
motor delivery truck has been found neces-
sary, and this involved the appointment of
another truck driver, and an increase in the
contingency vote this year., With the exten-
sion of the activities of the Department of
Public Works, it is obvious that the State
Stores Board has additional work, inasmuch
as it is responsible for all purchases for all
Government departments excepting the
Railway Department,

ITtem (State Stores Board) agreed to.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES,

The PREMIER (Hon, W. Forgan Smith,
{Mackay) [1230 p.m.}: I move—
“ That £27,230 be granted for ‘Mis-
cellaneous Services.” ”’

That is a reduction in the vote for this

year of £2665.
At 1231 p.m.
Mr. Kine (Maree), one of the panel of

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. McLEAN (Bundaberg) {12.31 p.m.]:
On behalf of the citizens of Bundaberg and
district, I desire to take this opportunity of
expressing very sincere appreciation of the
Government’s action in confributing £500
towards the Hinkler Memorial. The best
thanks of the community and the mother of
that hero, Bert Hinkler, are also due to
the Premier for the kind interest he evinced
in seeing that Mrs. Hinkler was suitably
recompensed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. The Premier’s efforts have greatly
lightened the work to be performed by the
public committee dealing with the erection
of this monument. The £500 contributed by
the Government, when added to the amount
collected by the committee, brought the
fund to £990 odd, which will permit of
the erection of a fitting memorial to this
native of Bundaberg, who pioneered the
air route from England to Australia. The
way in which the other State Governments
of Australia, together with the Common-
wealth Government, responded to the appeal
by the committee is certainly not to their
credit, and one prefers not to think of the
monument that would have been erected
had the Queensland Government adopted
the same atbtitude. Another regrettable
feature of the matter is the poor response
the Royal Institute of Australian Architects

Mr. McLean.)
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made in the matter of designs. Only 6
designs were received from the architects
throughout Australia. The committee finally
decided to accept the design submitted by
Mr. Cummins, of Brisbane. The contract
for the construction of the monument has
been let to Mr. A. Armitage, of Bundaberg,
and we hope fo unveil the memorial in the
New Year. Thanks to the assistance
rendered by the Queensland Government,
we shall be able to erect a monument
befitting the splendid example set to the rest
of the world by this Queensland-born hero.
I desire to conclude by saying that it was
due to the efforts of this Government and
the efforts of the Premier in particular that
a tribute was made to this heroic native-
born citizen.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Muackay) [12.36 p.m.]: The hon, member for
Bundaberg has made reference to the late
Squadron Leader Bert Hinkler. 1 am sure
that every membher of the community
regretted his untimely death, which over-
took him in an endeavour to fly to Australia.
The maximum cost to the State of the
memorial to be erected to his memory is
£500 on the basis that the Government, sub-
sidise the amount raised by the general
public. I think it only fair to say that the
mother of the late Mr. Hinkler was left in
rather poor circumstances. I got in touch
with the Commonwealth Government on the
matter and I am pleased to be able to say
that they have granted her a civil list
pension. She was entitled to the old age
pension but had never applied for it, and
it is pleasing to know that she has been thus
provided for.

HonourasLE MEMBERS : Hear! Hear!

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I rise to a
point of order. T should like a decision
by you, Mr. King, wms to whether an
hon. member is allowed 25 minutes on
each one of the items appearing in the
“ Miscellaneous Services” wvote. This vote
contains many important items. Other votes,
such as that for the State Stores Board
are only connected with one subject, but
this covers many subjects of importance.
Kach member of this Committee might
desire to speak on each of the subjects
covered by the vote.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: An
hon. member is only entitled to 25 minutes
for the discussion of the vote for * Miscel-
laneous Services.”

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) [12.38 p.m.]:
I am glad that the hon. the Premier made
a statement in comnection with the matter
raised by the hon. member for Bundaberg.
We on this side of the Committee were
informed wrongly that the Federal Govern-
ment had done nothing in the matter of
perpetuating the memory of the late Bert
Hinkler. After hearing the attack made on
the Federal Government, by the member
for Bundaberg it is also pleasing to hear the
Premier say that the Federal Government
helped the mother of our hero in a practical
manner.

My reason for joining in this debate is
to draw attention to the grant that has been
made to the Queensland National Art
(Gallery trustees. 1 have taken a keen
interest in this art gallery, and 1. should
like to know if it is the intention of the
Premier to proceed with the erection of
the National Art Gallery. The amount of
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money provided in the vote is somewhat
paltry. I remember that Mr. McCormack
once said, ¢ Let the people show the sincerity
of their interest in art”” The late John
Darnell in his will left a certain amount
of money to this gallery, conditionally upon
the people doing certain things. The
Government and the Brisbane City Council,
I am glad to say, contributed liberally to
the fund, but I should like to know the
intention of the Government in connection
with the erection of a new public art
gallery. The present building cannot be
regarded as a suitable one and I am hopeful
that the Government may contribute a
further sum for this worthy object. The
money bequeathed by the late John Darnell
is not to be expended in one lump sum on
the purchase of pictures, but will be-spent
from time to time as suitable pictures are
bought.

I hope that it is the intention of the
Government to proceed with the erection
of a new art gallery. I do not expect them
to construct an ornate building like the
galleries in Sydney and Melbourne., It is
true that the gallery in Adelaide is a small
one, but it holds a marvellous collection of
works of art. Beautiful pictures provide a
useful means of education. The pictures that
will be purchased by means of the Darnell
fund can be lent to local authorities for
exhibition.

The Premier: They can be shown in any
town hall in Queensland.

Mr. MAXWELL: Tt would be a good
idea if the Government encouraged the
people and the loeal authorities to take an
mterest in art and art galleries. Let us
encourage the people to say, “ This iz a
fine art gallery. We will build up & collec-
tion of pictures that will be an education
to the rising generation and a credit to the
city of Brisbane.” I hope that the Premier
will see his way clear to proceed with the
erection of an art gallery worthy of the
city.

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) [12.43 p.m.}:
I endorse the remarks of the hon, member
for Bundaberg in connection with the appro-
priation last year of £500 as a suhsidy to
the Bert Hinkler memorial. The late Bert
Hinkler brought honour not only o himself
and to the State, but also to the whole of
Australia. I am delighted that the Govern-
ment made available the sum of £500 so
itlha,t tribute could be paid o that modest

ero.

There are two items in the vote against
which I must protest—Life passes over
Australian railways to ex-Ministers and rail-
way concessions to, public servants on recrea-
tion leave. No one can reasonably object
to railway passes for Ministers while they
hold office but I am concerned as to what
these items may lead to in the future. I
view with alarm the sums that may be
required to meet these costs, say in another
twenty-five years. The precedent has been
established, but the time has arrived when the
practice should be reviewed.

The vote to meet concessions to publie
servants on recreation leave is nothing short
of a public scandal. Public servants are
paid salaries fixed by the court and there
is no reason why this vote should be con-
tinued. If it is right to bestow these con-
cessions on public servants then it is right
that every section of the community should
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be treated in like manner. I have in mind
people living in remote parts of this State
who have never been able to afford a holiday,
and whose children have never secen the
sea. If this vote is allowed to continue
it will in a short space of time be in the
same class as the vote for passes of mem-
bers of Parliament and Ministers of the
Crown, It is most unfair and it is the
duty of both parties to reconsider the matter.
'It for one wish to lodge my protest against
it.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [12.47 p.m.]:
I desire to make brief reference to the
grant of £450 to the trustees of the Queens-
land Art Gallery. I referred to this subject
in 1933, when I expressed the opinion that
the amount of £425 provided in that year
was rather niggardly. At that time the
Premier admitted that the vote was rather
small. He said it was dictated by precedent
and was similar to the amount that had
been voted in past years. The Premier
expressed his sympathy with the object but
said that money was very scarce. I am
pleased to note that since 1933 the Premier
has evidently given some consideration to
the matter. The people will not bear the
hall mark of culture until they have in
their midst a gallery in which to hang
beautiful works of art from the older coun-
tries—which give us glimpses of the life
lived by past generations—and examples of
the magnificence of Australian art. FEach
year produces a greater number of artists
in Australia. Their work is of ever-increas-
ing volume. It is only right that provision
should be made for hanging in our art
gallery pictures relating to the progress
of our people in the pioneering of Australia
and the period of our present development.
These will be of absorbing interest to the
next generation. There is an obligation on
this generation in this respect. I am pleased
the vote has been increased and trust that
the project of the Premier to establish a
national art gallery will bear fruit. It
will have the support of all persons who
appreciate the finer things in our national
ife.

Mr., GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [12.51
p.m.]: According to the Treasurer’s Finan-
cial ~Statement the Government granted
rebates to the Mount Isa Company amount-
ing to £600,000, in the shape of special
rates on the Mount Isa Railway—which, by

the way, is claimed as being tantamount to .

a reduction in taxation—and under *“ Mis-
cellaneous Services ”’ there appears an item
of £2,240 for rebate of railway freight on
machinery, etc., for Mount Isa Mines Ltd.
The Premier: That was a
granted by your Government.
Mr. MoORE: Yes, at that particular time.
Mr. WALkER : That concession was granted
before the Moore Government assumed
office.
The Premier: This particular concession
was given by your Government.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : The point 1
wish to make is that if the Government
agree to grant concessions by way of a
reduction in railway freights the amount
should be paid out of general revenue to
the account of the Railway Fund in order
that that department may be conducted on
business lines. If the Government decide
to subsidise an industry, as they subsidised
the cattle and sheep industries by granting

19356—2 a
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a reduction in freights on starving stock in
drought time, the Railway Department
should not have to carry the burden. The
Government have adopted the proper system
of subsidising the Railway Depariment for
such concessions.

The PrEMIER: What happens is the differ-
ence between the ordinary freight and the
concession rate is paid out of the Chief

Secretary’s vote to the Railway Depart-
ment,
Mr., GODFREY MORGAN: What 1

desire to point out is that the Government
are doing that in regard to this vote, but in
his Financial Statement the Premier said
that special rates had been granted to Mount
Isa Mines amounting to rebates of £60,000,
which he claimed was tantamount to a
reduction in taxation. That £60,000 should
have been taken out of consolidated revenue
and placed to the credit of the Railway
Department. Such additional revenue would
probably enable the department to reduce
freights and fares. If the Railway Depart-
ment carries stock or produce at a reduced
rate it should be subsidised by consolidated
revenue to the extent of the difference. I
have consistently advocated that policy.
When 1 became Secretary for Railways 1
put forward a suggestion, which was
accepted by the Government of the day,
whereby a certain sum—I think about £75
per year—would be paid to the Railway
Department from consolidated revenue for
each free pass held by members of Parlia-
ment, ex-Ministers and other persons.

Thus the Railway Department is paid
for the free passes granted to members of Par-
liament. That is only right. From both the
Commissioner’s and the employees’ point
of view it is a good principle.

In the Budget speech the Premier claimed
that the £60,000 under the heading of
rebates to the Mount Isa Company was a
reduction in taxation. In my opinion it
is not. The taxpayers have to bear this
charge inasmuch as the Railway Depart-
ment will receive £60,000 less from the com-
pany. If the amount were charged to con-
solidated revenue it would be a right and
proper action on the part of the Govern-
ment. The Mount Isa Company is operat-
ing at a loss, and the shareholders are not
receiving dividends. The Government have
guaranteed the operations of the company
to the extent of £500,000, and, in addition,
are charging the company exceptionally low
railway freights. The Government intend
to assist the company still further by allow-
ing rebates on the railway freights on
machinery to the amount of £2,240. These
concessions are made with the view of
enabling the company to continue its opera-
tions and thus employ labour. ILet us con-
trast the attitude of the workers employed
by the company. The unions approached
the Industrial Court and asked for a reduc-
tion in the hours of work and an increase
in wages. The court granted an increase in
wages. The company is not able to pay
dividends on the capital invested, and unless
there is an advance in the price of metals
is not likely to do so. I understand over
a thousand men are employed at the works:
who are in receipt of decent wages, but
notwithstanding the present position of the
company they applied for and got an increase
in wages. Is that any encouragement to:
capital to make investments in Queensland ¥

My answer is, ‘ No.”
Mr. Morgan.}
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The matter under discussion is the Vote for
Miscellaneous Services, which includes an
item to defray the rebate of railway freight
on machinery, etc., for Mount Isa Mines,
Limited. The hon. member iIs discussing a
matter very wide of the vote.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Is it your
ruling, Mr. King, that I cannot say anything
further about this particular item. I am
referring to the vote on the Istimates,
wherein the Government have increased from
£1,000 to £2,240 the amount allowed for the
rebate of railway freight on machinery for
the Mount Isa Company, Limited. Am I
not to be allowed to say whether I approve
of the increase in the amount of the vote?
The Government are endeavouring to assist
the Moynt Isa Company still further by the
increase in this vote, whereas the company
is being penalised in another direction—the
increase 1 the wages granted to certain
employees.

One thousand pounds is set down for the
expenses of the Royal Commission on Racing
and Gaming. I take a great interest in the
‘business of horse racing and breeding of
race horses. It is of great importance to
Qucensland, even when compared with such
operations as the Mount Isa Company,
Limited, and other industrics. I venture
the opinion that there is no specific industry
that provides a livelthood cither directly
or indirectly for a greater number of per-
sons in Quecensland.

At 2 p.an.,

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : The Secretary
for Labour and Industry should have figures
at his disposal showing the importance of
the industry to this State. Those figures
will show that quite a large number of
people who were previously making a liveli-
hood from the racing industry arc now on
the dole or intermittent relief work because
that industry has not developed in this State
a3 it should have dome. I have figures
showing the importance of the racing indus-
try to the agriculturist. They disclose that
there are approximately 2,000 racchorses in
this St.ato, and the feed bill amounts to
something in the vicinity of £70,000 per
annum. We all know that motor vehicles
are displacing horses in commercial life, ard
the farmers now depend upon racehorses for
some small means of livelihcod. When the
feed bill runs into £70,000 per annum, one
realises the importance of the industry. The
Government would certainly be well advised
to give consideration to_ the question of
reviving racing in Queensland.

I have no very great objection to the
appointment of the Royal Commission on
Ricing and Gaming, although I consider it
is really a waste of public money. There
is no recessity for such a commission. Mem-
bers of the Government Partr could have
supplied the Premier with details as to what
13 necessary to restore racing to the position
it occupied prior to 1929. In my opinion,,
a reduction of taxation would have the
desired effect. We do not tax people who
are playing golf or tennis, and there is no
more reason why a man going to a race
meeting should be called upon to pay a tax
than they. The Premier has said the Moore
Government were responsible for increasing
the tax to ls., and I agree with him. The
Moore Government came to the conclusion

[Myr. Morgan.
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that when taxation was being increased
generally, they could get increased revenue
by this tax. It had just the opposite effect,
because the amount obtained by direct taxa-
tion has considerably decreased since these
taxes were increased up to ls.

The PrewmiEr: What rate do you think
it should be?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We should
adopt the system in the other States and
have a 3d. and 1d. tax on all parts of the
course. 1f a bet of over £1 is made the tax
on that bet should be 3d. irrespective of what
part of the course the bet is laid.

The PrEMIER: Who do you think should
pay it?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I think the
bookmakers should pay it. The tax on bets
£1 or under should be 1d. Bookmakers do
rot object to paying the tax. I have met them
in conference and I know. They have no
desire to pass the tax on. In parts of the
State, such as Warwick and other country
places where racing is conducted and where
the tax of 1s. does not apply, the bookmakers
do not collect the tax. Nor do the beok-
malkers collect the tax in the Leger on Bris-
bane courses. )

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why did
they come to the Moore Government ?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : I could never
understand that. I had no sympathy with
the bookmakers in petitioning the late Trea-
cyrer. In fact, I did not know it had taken
place. Bookmakers do not seem to care
whether it is a 3d. or 1s. tax, because unfor-
tunately, the law provides that they have the
right to collect it from the public.
course the bookmaker may pay the tax and
not collect it from the public. There Is
nothing to prevent me from having an agree-
ment with a bookmaker that he should pay
the 1s. It does not matter who pays the
tax, so long as it is paid.

Mr. KiNg: You are not suggesting it Is
done?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It does not
matter if it is being done or not. If I can
arrange with a bookmaker for him to pay
the tax I am not defrauding the Govern-
ment of anything. The payment of tax 1s
a matter between the bookmaker and the
bettor. The point I desire to emphasize
is that there was no necessity to have this
general inquiry. The control of racing at
present is giving satisfaction, but two changes
are necessary. The more important is a
reduction of the tax to 1d. and 3d. and the
other—also important—is to do away with
off-the-course betting. We have an Act
of Parliament to say that this class of
betting is illegal, and the Government should
enforce the law and wipe all this betting out.
I have consulted various people and they
have expressed the opinion that all this
illegal betting could be wiped out within
three weeks. I am not going to say that
there would not be occasional cases where
people would bet—just as we have sly-grog
selling. Occasionally a sly-grog shop estab-
lishes itself, but it is not very long before
the police pounce upon it and wipe it out
of existence. People are always prepared
to break the law. A few insignificant
offenders are prosecuted every week, whereas
big bookmakers appear to be protected.
According to the evidence submitted to the
Royal Commission on Racing and Gaming
yesterday certain big bookmakers betting
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at clubs and other places can evade the con-
sequences of the law. The Commissioner of
Police knows that this is going on every
day. He knows that there are places speci-
ally fitted up for betting away from the
course, with blackboards setting out horses’
names, prices, and other essential informa-
tion. People are walking in and out of the
buildings making bets under the very nose
of the policemen directing the traffic out-
side, keeping pedestrians on the move. The
policeman in uniform knows what is golng
on but he cannot enter the betting shops
to make an arrest or to serve a summons for
illegal betting. There is something wrong
semewhere. Why are the Government not
enforcing the law? Why not instruct the
police to prosecute? Why should it be neces-
sary for the police to engage an unem-
ployed man to act as a police agent and
make a bet for a few shillings? Every
week one or twe persons conducting betting
operations in suburban hotels are brought
before the court and fined, yet the police
know that there are other places openly
carrylng on betting trarsactions dasy and
night and that thousands of people enter
and leave the premises for betting purposes.
Nothing is being done to prevent that.

Mr. Nmmmo: Do the police receive any
pay for this protection?

«

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am not pre-
pared to say that. Something should be done
by the Government in the interests of mem-
bers of Parliament. It is freely rumoured
that someone must be recelving money from
someone else. It is suggested dn come
quarters that a member of Parliament who
is prepared to use his influence on behalf of
the betting shops can recelve some monetary
reward. In another quarter it is rumoured
that the police reccive a weekly payment
from the betting shops. 1 know nothing
about that. I am unable to prove that that
1s so. I feel satisfied that no member of
Parliament is receiving any pay for exer-
cising his influence in the interests of the
betting shops.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I should like
to point out to the hon. member that he
cannot discuss police administration on this
vote.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : I should like
to know why the law is not being enforced
by the Government. Perbaps the evidence
that is now being made public at the hearing
of the royal commission may serve a useful
purpose in the long run. I should like to
emphasise the fact that up to date the
evidence undoubtedly confirms the view that
the control of racing is satisfactory, but 95
per cent. of the people associated with rac-
ing consider that the betting tax should be
reduced. Again I urge that the law should
be enforced. It is no use passing Acts of
Parliament if they are not to be enforced.
I do not say that no offence will be com-
mitted after an Act has been passed for
the purpose of dealing with offenders. I
know that we shall still have thefts and
murders, no matter what law may be passed
—there will always be some offenders against
the law. My point is that betting away
from the racecourse would largelv crase if
the Government would only administer the
law. I should like the Premier to say why
it is not being administered. I have no
axe to grind; I am ventilating this matter
as a representative of the pcople.

The PrEMIER: What law is not enforced?
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Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The law In
regard to illegal betting away from race-
courses.

The Premier: Of course it is enforced.
What Estimates are you discussing—
the Home Secretary’s or Premier’s?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : I am not con-
cerned whether I discuss the Estimates of
the Home Secretary or the Promier. I
am discussing the item, ¢ HExpenses of Royal
Commission on Racing and Gaming, £1,000."”
I am claiming that the appointment of
the commission was unnecessary because two
things only were required. ’

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [2.16 p.m.]:
The hon. member for Fassifern raised the

question of the justice and the wisdom
of granting life passes over Australian
railways to ox-Ministers. This is only

of the expression of mean
like to see members

& reiteration
minds outside who

of  Parliament treated meanly. The
objection of the hon. member was not
to the size of the present vote; he

was afraid that in twenty-five years this
vote would assume tremendous proportions.
Ile neglects the fact that ex-Ministers are
not immortal. They die occasionally. He
also neglected the fact that during the fifteen
years of Labour Government here, owing to
there being no change of Government, there
were fewer ex-Ministers than in the pre-
ceding fifteen years. For instance, during
the unfortunate time when the voters of
this State went crazy and changed the
Government, the end of that three years
showed five new ex-Ministers of the Moore
Government out of Parliament and carry-
ing life passes on the Australian railways.

If the hon. member for Fassifern wishes
to observe truly the cconomy that he
preaches he should see to it that a Labour
Government occupies the Treasury benches
for the next twenty-five years, because if in
the next twenty-five years there was a change
of Government every three years there would
be forty new ex-Ministers’ passes for life
at the end of that period. (Laughter.)

Mr. MOORE (dudbigny) [2.18 p.m.]: The
vote for the expenses of the Royal Com-
mission on Racing and Gaming is not at all
necessary. Hveryone knows what the posi-
tion is. Fon. members opposite know that
there was some movement afoot towards the
end of last session to legislate on this matter.
We had continuous statements appearing in
the Press that a Racing Bill was to be
brought on, that a Racing Board was to be
established, that certain members of Par-
liament were to be members of it, and that
they were going to take control of every-
thing; but none of these rumours material-
ised. Then on the Tth of July this year
the statement appearcd in the Press
that a caucus committee had been appointed
to make recommendations to the Cabinet.
Those recommendations were even published
in the Press. Most minute details were given
as to the number of bookmakers to be
licensed, the amount of the betting tax,
what it represented, and what revenue would
be derived from this control of racing. This.
document was to be presented to the Premier
on his return from Mackay. When that
hon. gentleman returned from Mackay he
said he never heard of such a committee,

Mr. Moore]
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and did not know anything about it. He
even said that there was no such committee.
The Secretary for Public Instruction also
denied that caucus had appointed a com-
mittee to go into the question. He went
so far as to say that he had never heard of
such a thing. But many other people had
heard about it! Apparently, caucus took
the bit between its teeth and if the Pre-
mier and Secretary for Public Instruction
were not acquainted with the subject they
were very soon told all about it and had
to do something,

. The Premier: You have not a very big
imagination but you can do much bhetter
than that.

Mr. MOORE: This is not imagination.
The PremiEr: Of course it is. If you
believe that, you will believe anything.

. Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of
imagination; it is a question of what has
appeared in the public Press.

The PreMIER: Who put it there?

Mr. MOORE : Apparently one of the mem-
bers of the committee appointed by caucus.
Mr. Beprorp: The committee did not

exist.  This is a myth just like
£2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs. ! your

Mr. MOORE: The committee must have
existed, because to-day we sec its results.
The Cabinet were made aware of the results
of this rebellion in the party. They had
come to certain specific conclusions, and
although the Premier knew nothing about
it on the 7th July
_Mr. Tavior: Apparently you have been
listening at the keyhole.

. Mr. MOORE: I have not had occasion to
listen at keyholes. It remains for Labour
Ministers to hide people behind curtains and
under desks. The Cabinet disclaimed any
knowledge of the matter. REvidently the
<caucus committee got to work and said to
Cabinet, “ You have to do it,” and the
Cabinet immediately appointed a Royal Com-
mission on Racing and Gaming—although
all the information was available to them,
The police have all the information avail-
able, and recommendations from the Com-
missioner of Police have indicated what was
going on. Hon. members apposite knew the
whole position before the commission was
appointed,

A GoveERNMENT MEMBER: Did the police do
any practical work in connection with the
matter ?

Mr. MOORE:
tical work?

Mr. Tavror: Di giv ¢ i
‘o t}lle ide;§§ Did they give any expression

Mr. MOORE: They have had the oppor-
tunity of stating what the facts were. A
man with one eye can see what is going on
«down the streef. One can see the crowd
going into the shop and the policeman at the
door directing the traffic. It is not as though
1t was conducted like a sly-grog shop. I
believe the police have methods of collecting
(mforma'tlon in regard to what is happening.
There is no ground for hon. members to
say they do not know what is going on. It
appears to me that the commission was
appointed for the purpose of delaying mat-
ters. A section of the party apparently
resolved on certain action being taken.
They wanted a finger in a very tempting

[My. Moore.
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pie, and the Cabinet, not desiring to
zccede to their request at once, appointed
this commission, which is going to cost
£1,000.

Mr. BeDroRD: You know nothing about
it. If you say there was a split in the party,
that is untrue.

Mr. MOORE : There was a desire on the
part of certain hon. members opposite that
action should be taken.

Mr. BeprorD: You would argue from
nothing to something.

Mr. MOORE: That is all very fine; but
the hon. member cannot get away from the
statements that appeared in the Press.

Mr. BEDFORD : Press statements are 99 per
cent. lies.

Mr. MOORE: It is all very well for the
hon. member to tallc like that. A committee
of the caucus had investigated and insisted
on what was to be done, ard, judging by
subsequent events, there appears to me to be
a good deal of truth in the Press statements
—where there is smoke there is fire. It
appears to me to be a waste of public money
to appoint a commission to make investiga-
tions when the information sought could be
made available by the police and Govern-
ment members, and the Government could
then take whatever action they thought
necessary in the interests of racing, putting
aside the interests of certain members.

The PREMIER (Hon. W, Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [2.26 p.m.}: The hon. member for
Dalby raised the question under this vote of
certain rebates in connectlon with railway
freights on machinery. It has been the prac-
tice for some time to charge to the Chief
Secretary’s Department certain concessions
that may be granted on the railways. Of
course, 1t can be argued in favour of that
practice that the Railway Department, as a
business yndertaking, should not be called
upon to give any general public concession,
but that should be paid out of consolidated
revenue. That is all right, and that is the
system that is being carried out; but after
all is said and done, no great importance
attaches to it. It makes no difference to the
charge on the State whether it is charged
to one department or another. Consolidated
revenue is all one fund.

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN : It makes a differ-
ence to the balance sheet of the Railway
Department.

The PREMIER : If one takes the balance
sheet of the State as a whole it makes no
difference at all. If one separates the Rail-
way Department from all the other depart-
ments it is capable of doing something of
the nature mentioned by the hon. member.
For instance, the Railway Department has
an effect on the revenue of the Department
of Public Lands. In fact, the revenue of
the latter department would be relatively
infinitesimal were it not for the Railway
Department. Land values throughout the
State increase as the result of railway con-
struction, but in the final analysis and
regarding all the departments of State as
one—and that is the proper point of view—
it matters little or nothing whether the vote
is charged to the Chief Secretary’s Depart-
ment or direct to the Railway Department.

The new system of accountancy intro-
duced by the hon. member for Dalby when
in charge of the Railway Department is
quite interesting. It reminds me of the
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story about the hen and the egg—‘‘although
that egg might be a breakfast to you it is
- only a pain to me.” That pithily describes
the method of accountancy supported by the
hon, member for Dalby. For example,
while the hon. member was in charge of
the Railway Department he wrote off
£28,000,000 of capital. Interest and redemp-
tion on that amount must now be found,
and it is a charge on the revenue of the
State.
Mr. Goprrey Moreax : Do not forget you
spoke in favour of it.

The PREMIER: Not on the Bill spon-
sored by the hon. member.
Mr. Goprrey Morean: Before the Bill

was introduced. It can be found in  Han-
sard.”

The PREMIER: I did not support the
hon. member’s Bill.

The transfer of £28,000,000 of indebted-
ness certainly enabled the Commissioner for
Railways to show a better balance sheet.
He is able to show a profit, but the
Treasurer has to find the difference. The
Treasurer has to find the interest and
redemption on £28,000,000, so that what is
a breakfast to the Commissioner for Rail-
Ways 1s a pain in the head to me, as
Treasurer, for I find the increased amount.
The ultimate result is the same, and there
Is no advantage to be gained by making
any alteration to the system of book-
keeping. It would only disturb the method
of accountancy that has been laid down and
established over a period of years. So long
as hon. members do not lose their sense of
perspective no bad results can accrue.

The rebate on the machinery for the
Mount Isa Company was introduced and
approved by the Moore Government. The
vote in the Estimates is merely a continu-
ance of that policy. With regard to the
reduction in freights allowed to that com-
pany, it must not be forgotten that it
employs a very large number of men. It is
in the interests of the State that the com-
pany should continue its operations, but to
state that the Government are losing large
sums of money and making a present of
them to the company is not true. The
Government are not losing by the arrange-
ment that has been made. As a Govern-
ment, we have just as much right to grant
concessions to the mining industry as to the
pastoral industry. One industry is as good
as another—one form of primary produc-
tion is as good as another-—and any industrs
that employs a large number of men 1s
just as worthy of special support as any
other. The Government grant a reduction
in the cost of the carriage of starving
stock and fodder for starving stock. Special
rebates have been allowed in connection
with the restocking of holdings denuded as
the result of the drought. No one industry
should be singled out. The mining industry
is valuable to the State, so are the cattle
and sheep industries. Where the Govern-
ment can encourage Industry they are
entitled to do so.

With reference to the Royal Commission
on Racing and Gaming, the Leader of the
Opposition is very frequently amusing, but
he was never more amusing than when he
made a statement, founded on rumour, that
there was schism in the Labour Party with
regard to the betting laws of the State.
He asserted that certain statements appeared
in the Press and certain things were done.
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He reminds me of the old gossip who was
spreading slanders about somebody else.
When confronted by the man she said, *‘ So
and so’s broth¥r-in-law’s niece works for an
individual whose cousin told me certain
things.” That is in perfect analogy with
the attitude of the hon. gentleman. e
makes a number of ill-founded statements,
all based on rumour. If the Leader of the
Opposition knew anything at all, he would
remember the saying that “Rumour is a lying
jade.” Anyone who has occupied the posi-
tion of Premier, no matter how incompetent
he has been, should have more dignity than
to base a speech on idle and oft-times inter-
ested rumours. There has been no schism
in this party at any time on this or any
other matter. The Labour Party, as you
know, Mr. Hanson, is not so ungenerous or
mean as the organisation known as the
Nationalist Country Party. That party
suffered very heavy defeat at the last elec
tion, and set out to find a scapegoat.
Some of the meanest statements ever penned
were published in the * Courier-Mail ”’ and
other newspapers about the leadership of
the hon, member for Aubigny. Because the
Moore Party were sighally defeated, a
number of people wanted to replace Mr.
Moore by somebody else! Very mean, very
ungenerous ! Evidently the hon. member,
having smarted under the meanness of his
own party, thinks the Labour Party is
guilty of the meanness of spirit that his
party showed towards him. Be that as it
may; I say quite definitely that his state-
ments are based on idle rumour, and have
no foundation whatsoever.

In appointing this royal commission, we
were actuated by a desire to do the right
thing by racing and the public. It will be
remembered that the Moore Government, of
which the hon. member for Dalby was a
member, appointed a racing commission
very shortly after they were returned to
power. In fact, his initials are on the
minute authorising its appointment. Will
he argue that that commission was useful
and that this one will not be? If that is
his contention, we can only arrive at
the conclusion that that commission was
appointed to enable some of the Nationalist
PParty’s legal friends to obtain fat fees for
legal services rendered to that commission.
Following on that commission, legislation
was passed Increasing the taxation on
betting and restricting the number of days
allotted to racing, not merely in Brisbane,
but throughout the State. What has been
the result? Racing has declined in Queens-
land; there has not been the revival in
racing in Queensland during the last three
years that there has in other parts of the
Commonwealth.

T know very little about racing. I know,
of course, that the hon. member for Dalby
knows all that there is to be known, prob-
ably, all there is to be known about the
sordid side of racecourses. I want to know
what is required. Why has this sport been
declining? © Some say it is because this
betting tax is too heavy. Some put forward
other contentions. Certain methods are
being carried out in New South Wales and
other States, but there is no cohesion of
policy as between those States. Many
differences of opinion have been already
expressed to the racing commission by
experts. Mr. O’Shea, President of the
Queensland Turf Club, gave evidence in
certain directions, and the hon. member for

Hon. W. Forgan Swmith.]
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Dalby gave evidence in other directions.
They showed differences of opinion. I am
satisfied that the appointment of this royal
commission will enable the Government to
devise a poliey that will be fair to all those
who are honestly engaged in racing, and to
the public, That is the idea and aim of the
Government, and that is all that is required.

I am not going to give an expression of
opinion regarding the policy of the Govern-
ment until the report of the commission is
placed in my hands, When it is available
the Government will make up their minds
as to the policy to be pursued, and Parlia-
ment will be asked to give effect to that
policy.

Item (Miscellaneous Services) agreed to.

DepARTMENT oF PuBLIo LANDS.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move—
“ That £56,773 be granted for ‘ Depart-
ment of Public Lands—Chief Office.” ”
Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [2.36 p.m.]:
Notwithstanding results of the last drought
and other causes—which were exaggerated,
chiefly, I think, on account of the fact that
the droughts were largely sectional, but
also because we are given to overlooking
the marvellously rapid recuperative power of
the country—the total number of cattle in
Queensland as at the Ist January, 1934,
was 5,781,000, and at the 1st January, 1935,
6,052,000 There has been an increase in
the same period in the number of sheep
up to 21,574,000, or by 1,501,000. The work
that the Government have decided upon in
the direction of making stock routes more
efficient will be an admirable move. The
question is whether drought relief will be
secured by the proposal of the Department
of Agriculture and Stock for feeding stock.
Drought amelioration largely depends upon
the people most interested, that is to say,
the squatters themselves, The whole ques-
tion of artificial feeding depends largely
on irrigation; the lessening of the results of
drought depends largely on the present
railway system being made more effective by
north-south lines joining up those to the
far West of the State.
In this_connection the Charleville-Blackall
line is, in my opinion, exceedingly neces-
sary, and most of the expert opinion on the
subject I have already indicated. We have
seen in the West of this country the disad-
vantages of company ownership of pastures
as compared with individual ownership. The
effects of the recent drought have been accen-
tuated by over-stocking. It was mentioned
by the hon. member for Cook the other day
that the flocks and herds of this country
are no greater now than they were forty-
five years ago. That can be put down to
over-stocking. New pests have come into
the country, and we find in a bad fly time
that some of the company-owned concerns
will not face the costs of dipping, but
prefer to take the chance of mortality in the
sheep. Similarly, in my own electorate,
which is the safest pastoral country, I sup-
pose, in Australia, owing to the large areas
of mulga reserves, there were stations that
were not stocked up to 10 per cent. of
their capacity, and although there was plenty
of grass no attempt had been made to
increase water facilities. In point of fact,
the existing water faocilities of tanks and
dams were made inoperable by being silted
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up, and mno attempt was made to unsilé
them, so that when rain did come the water
simply ran in and ran out again. In my
opinion the State will have to provide
stronger safeguards against those people
who over-stock and allow the public estate
to get into a worse condition than when they
took it over. The old breed of pastoralists,
especially the cattlemen, used their country
on the run-down principle, taking all they
could out of it while they were on it. That
is only human nature, but it should also
be the nature of the State to prevent spolia-
tion.

Mr. MaHER: The leasehold system has a
lot to do with that.

Mr. BEDFORD: Would the hon. mem-
ber mrake the country freehold and thus
allow the owners to do what they like with
it?

Mr. Maner: There is no incentive——

Mr. BEDFORD: It is no use the hon.
member stressing the incentive that may
follow the adoption of the freehold system.
This State is already committed and will
be committed, I think, for all time to the
principle of never selling another acre of
land. It is better for the pastoral industry
that that should be so, for in bad times—
no matter how far they themselves may
have conduced to those conditions—the
tenants find a much more kindly landlord
in the State than they ever found in the
private individual.

Mr. Mangr: With four or five years of
the lease to run the tendency is to neglect
the holding.

Mr. BEDFORD : Naturally, the tendency
is to work the country on the run-down
principle, but the tendency of the State
should be to see that that is not done. There
should be closer supervision to prevent over-
stocking. Penalties should be imposed for
over-stocking and for failing to make th-
Lest of the natural water facilities on the
iand and to keep tanks and dams unsilted.
There should be a lower rental for the man
who is doing his best by the public estate
as against the man who is doing his worst.

The sheep man is compelled to pay the
cost of destroying dingoes bred by the cattle
man. In almost every State of Australin
the Alsatian has been proved a menace
and it should be dealt with immediately.
There should be a different method of deal-
ing with the dingo. I believe that a new
method has been proposed. At least we
should maintain the present local authorit:
price for scalps, but increase it by levying
on the pastoralists themselves.

Speaking of the State as a landlord, we
have during the last fow days seen a reitera-
tion of the proposal for the old chartered
company method for the development of the
Northern Territory, which we thought had
been squelched two years ago. The Barkly
Tableland is now occupied entirely bw
sheep. The Queensland pastoralist is at @
disadvaniage by reason of the fact that he
has to pay a reasonable rent compared with
a rental of 1s. a square mile for a lease
in the Northern Territory of 42 years.
When these leases were about to fall 1
some years ago the Bruee Government issucd
new leases for 42 years, again carrying a
rental of ls. a square mile. The advan-
tages of low rentals and easy conditions arc
not sufficient for the leaseholders in th~
Northern Territory. It is now proposed
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that there should issue to them “company”’
leases of sixty years’ duration and the
alleged ‘“‘company’ is also asking the Com-

monwealth Government for a loan of
£1,000,000 for the purpose of financing
something that the company mongers
of this particular concern «c¢all pro-

gress. The people on the other side of the
border are to do away with the sheep blocks
they now have and convert them to cattle:
and in return that country will be freed of
rent, industrial legislation, taxes, and even
Customs dues. It is not possible that this
proposition should go through for the
reason that it is entirely against the Federal
Constitution inasmuch as it gives the State
—or one part of Australia—an advantage
over another., Mr. A, J. Cotton, a man who
knows the country well, and who is an
experichced  pastoralist,  writes in  the
“Courier Mail” to-day—
¢ Mr. Cramsie, who gives his estimate
of the carrying capacity as 720,000 head
of cattle, has not, to my knowledge,
ever been there, and I have been con-
nected with the country for twenty years.
It is significant that the project which
Mr. Cramsie reported on for the Moore
Government—the purchase of Swift’s
Works as abattoirs—although a good
thing for the metropolitan area meat
consumers, has not turned out to be
the best thing for the meat industry
of Queensland, inasmuch as it has
thrown the rontrol of the industry into
the hands of a few of the big meat
vendors of the world.”

Yet in spite of such facts the proposal,
which we thought we had scotched two years
ago, 1s to come up again. Although it is an
impudent proposal it is an excellent indica-
iion of the opinion held by these impudent
people of the Government which they are
about to approach. All sorts and conditions
of people who live in Quecnsland should
protest  against  this disadvantage to the
Queensland cattle grower, whose stock now
approaches 7,000.000, and the great injustice
which it is proposed shall be done to them
in order that the country now carrying a
large number of sheep and 226,000 cattle
should carry something under 750,000 cattle
only at the expense of Australia’s money
and in breach of the Australian Constitution.

Mr. LLEWELYN (Toowoomba) [2.49
pm.]: The matter I intend to refer to is
one in which a number of citizens of
Toowoomba are interested. It concerns
provision for the propagation of certain
species of bird life on Lake Clarendén,
which is situated on a reserve under the
control of the Department of Public Lands.
The reserve is less than 1,000 acres in
extent, while the actual area of the water
is about 160 acres. During most of the year
this is the habitat of about 10,000 birds of
various species. The minds of the people
are becoming agitated because the rarer
birds arc gradually becoming extinct. It
iIs with the object of encouraging the birds
to_remmin and propagate that the action
T have in mind is contemplated.

_ Interest in this matter was awakened dur-
ing the wvisit of Lord Huntingfield, the
present Governor of Victoria, to the Gatton
district, who promised to lend his support
by way of a subscription of £25. Prominent
citizens of Toowoomba and other centres
have taken a prominent interest in the
matter. A committee has been appointed,
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including Dr. Spencer Roberts (Government
medical officer), Mr. Mark Harrison, His
Excellency Lord Huntingfield, Mr. T. P.
O’Brien, Mr. F. Pigott, Dr. Hurworth, and
Professor Murray, of Gatton College. The
trust has agreed to allow a certain portion
of this reserve, to be devoted to this purpose.
The major difficulty is the matter of expenses,
and I appeal to the Secretary for Public
Lands to give sympathetic consideration to
any request he may receive for financial
help for this project. The object is to fence
off the reserve and run the fence down into
the lake itself, which would eliminate a
good deal of the alarm to which the birds
are stubjected and which is inimical to propa-
gation. The fonce would prevent cattle and
other animals from grazing on that portion,
and the growth of natural herbage would
encourage bird lLife. Lake Clarendon is
situated in proximity to Gatton, about 29
miles from Toowoomba, and the same dis-
tance from Ipswich; and in future it will be
attractive to tourists between Brisbane and
Toowoomba. Now that the matter has bheen
brought under the notice of the Minister, T
know he will give it his fullest considera-
tion. The people are prepared to help with
their own money.

I do not wish it to be understcod that T
am criticising any lack of effort by the
Government to protect bird life. There are
a very large number of bird sonctuaries
throughout the State, but a closer supervision
would appear to be desirable. The protec-
tion of bird life should not be merely a
policy of megation—the mere provision of
bird sanctuaries and leaving it at that. The
law relating to bird protection should be
policed, and the feathered friends of man
should receive the maximum of protection.
In the brochure, “The Animals and Birds
Acts, 1921 to 1924, issued by the Secretury
for Agriculture, is to be found the follow-
ing :—

“Typ Featnerep FRIENDS oF Max.

“The service that birds perform in
protecting woodland trecs, writes B. H.
Forbush, State Entomologist of Massa-
chusetts, is more nearly indispensible
to man than any other bonefit they con-
fer on him. ... . Were the natural
cnemiecs of forest insects annihilated,
evers tree in our woods would be
threatened with destruction, and man
would be powerless to prevent the
calamity.

“ He might make shift to save some
orchard or shade trees; he might find
means to raise some garden crops; but
the protection of all the trees in all the
woods would be bevond his powers. Vet
this herculean task ordinarily is accom-
plished as a matter of course by birds
and other insectivorous crcatures, with-
out trouble or expense to man, and with-
out appreciable injury to his great wood-
land interests.”

Mr. Hardacre, an ex-Secretary for Public
Lands, on one occasion quoted 1 the Cham-
ber the motto of English sportsmen. ¢ 1Ii is
a lovely day. Let us go out and kill some-
thing.’”” Certainly the gentleman was treat-
ing the matter satirically. There are other
members in this Chamber who are interested
in the protection of our bird life, and now
that the matter has been raised, I am sure
the Secretary for Public Lands will give it
his serious consideration.

Mr. Llewelyn.)
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Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [2.59 p.m.]:
Lake Clarendon is in my electorate. It
was the old home of the Vannecks, one of
the pioneering pastoral families of Queens-
land. The present Governor of Victoria,
Lord Huantingfield, is a member of this
family and was born on this property. On
his recent visit to the Gatton district His
Excellency was distressed to find the bird
life of the lake being destroyed, because
cattle and horses, when wandering through
the reserve, trampled on the nests of the
birds. Lord Huntingfield spent a very
enjoyable hour or so on the shores of
Lake Clarendon, which he had not secen
for over forty years. It was the scene of
his boyhood, and he was very anxious
that the area should be preserved, not
only because of its own natural beauty, but
also because of the bird life to be found
around this lovely stretch of water. Lord
Huntingfield interviewed some of the mem-
bers of the trust that controls this lake and
told them that he would donate £25 to any
fund that could be raised to fence off a
portion of the lake to prevent stock tramp-
ling on the birds’ nests and so make a suit-
able sanctuary for the propagation of bird
life.

It must be remembered, however, that the
lake is held in terms of a trust. The five
members of that trust are Mr. Westergaard
Neilsen  (chairman), Councillor George
Muller, Councillor L. T. Lester, Mr. C. W.
Sanger, and Mr. J. K. Ebert. Those trus-
tees are in @ rather unusual position in that
they are operating under a deed of grant,
which dedicates the lake to the trustees for
the purposes of recreation, under control,
and that, in addition, a number of the Lake
Clarendon settlers have the right to graze a
certain quantity of stock in the area sur-
rounding the lake and coming under the
control of the trust. So that the rights of
the settlers have to be considered. Whilst
I am prepared fully to support the request
made by the hon. member for Toowoomba,
I hope that the Minister will do nothing
that will in any way interfere with the
powers and responsibilities of the existing
trustees. The request, as I understand it, is
for an amount to help the trustees to fence
off 4 portion of the lake. They are prepared
to donate £50-—accepting their share of the
responsibility—Lord Huntingfield will donate
£25, and it is thought that the cost of the
fencing will run into approximately £200,
although £500 could quite easily be spent
there. If the Government could see their
way clear to earmark the sum of £150, or
thereabouts, to assist the trustees in this very
laudable object, it would be very helpful
indeed. I support the request made by the
hon., member for Toowoomba in that respect,

A project to ensure that bird life will have
every chance of propagation is indeed a very
worthy one. The gentlemen of the Too-
woomba and Gatton districts, particularly
members of the Tarampa Shire Council and
the trustees, have been very anxious to
assure the protection of bird life. The lake
has already been proclaimed a sanctuary
for birds. Like Lord Huntingfield, I cer-
tainly wish to see that the lake is pre-
served, not only for recreation purposes, but
also for the purpose of allowing the beautiful
birds found in that part of the district to
have every opportunity of increasing without
disturbance by stock trampling down their
nests.
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The farmers, too, are anxious to see the
bird life protected. There is no doubt that
the bird life and farming interests go hand
in hand. Birds destroy many of the pests
that affect crops, and it is only right that
every effort be made to see that our beauti-
ful bush birds are given every opportunity
to multiply. I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the request by the hon. member for
Toowoomba, and I hope that the Minister
will seriously consider the matter and make
funds avatlable for this very desirable
object.

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [3.6
p.m.]: As one very interested in the welfare
of our youths, I wish to pay a tribute
to the Minister in charge of this Vote for
the furtherance of the scheme for the train-
ing of boys of this State in forestry work.
The scheme has been successful up to the
present, and well over 100 boys are now
satisfactorily employed. The Minister is to
be complimented on finding an avenue where
the young men of this State can be employed.
In my electorate at Watalgan a number of
boys have been employed. Ther are for-
tunate in that the officer in charge of the
work there is a very capable man and able
to give them the training they so much
desired.

As T said in my speech on the Address in
Reply, it is pleasing to notice the improve-
ment in forestry activities that has taken
place during the last twelve months. In
this connection the Minister and his officers
are again to be congratulated on the pur-
suance of a policy that has proved to be
successful. I still maintain—perhaps it has
become an obsession with me—that too many
forestry areas are locked up and not enough
such land is made available for farmers’
sons who desire to engage in dairying and
other occupations.

I am pleased that the hon. member for
Toowoomba, supported by the hon. member
for West Moreton, touched on the matter
of wild bird life. For many years I have
been a member of the Wild Bird Protection
Teague of Australia, and I have addressed
many gatherings in various parts of the
State, including centres in the electorate

of West Moreton. The ravages of
natural fauna and flora in the moun-
tainous area of that district led to

the formation of a sub-branch of the
league there. This is a matter that demands
the attention, not only of members of Par-
liament, but also of every individual inter-
ested in the preservation of our natural
fauna and flora. I am pleased to know
that quite recently the Chamber of Com-
merce at Monto decided to get in touch
with the Minister and ask him to usc every
effort to suppress the denuding of various
areas of staghorns, ferns, and the plant life
existing in the scrubs there.

The hon. member for Warrego spoke of
the dingo menace. At the last half-yearly
meeting of the Western Downs Local Pro-
ducers’ Association at Dalby in June, a reso-
lution was passed—

“That the question of a State-wide
scheme for the destruction of the dingo
pest be again urged upon the Govern-
ment.”’

Press reports practically every day indicate
the growth of this menace. I have a Press
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report here—I am sorry I could not obtain
the date of it—that says—

¢ ALARMING INCREASE OF DINGOES.
*“ BIGGER SUBSIDY ON SCALPS SOUGHT.

“Dingoes in the cattle and sheep
country were mmeaalng at an alarming
rate, and graziers were unable to cope
with them.”

“That was the complaint of a deputation to
the hon. the Home Secretary from the Local
Authorities Association. 'The request was
made that the amount paid for dingo scalps
should be increased from 5s. to 10s. The
Press report continues—

« Councillor T. J. Campbell (Kolan)
said the local authorities were prepared
to increase their share of the subsidy
from 2s. 6d. to 5s. if the Government
would do the same. So far as they could
see, it was the only solution of the
problem.”

Letters are published in the Press practically
every day pointing out the damage suffered
by the ravages of dingoes throughout the
State.

Another matter of concern to country
areas, and probably coastal areas, too, is
the al(ummg spread of the lantana. I have
a letter from a grazier in my electorate
asking me to use my best endeavours in
securing its destruction. He points out that
it practically rivals pear in its menacing

spread, affecting the eastern coast and
spreading rapidly without check to the
most valuable areas. I hope that the Minis-

ter will be able to extend some assistance
to the settlers who desire to combat the
spread of this pest.

In conclusion, 1 should like to rvefer to
the recently established Country Land
Development Assistance Fund. Already a
sum of £100,000 has been made available
in this fund to help land holders to develop
their country. The new fund will be under
the control of the Secretary for Public Lands.
Advances will be made available at 4 per
cent., repayable over twenty-five years, for
the first five years interest only being
charged, and thereafter interest and redemp-
tion in half-yearly instalments. The scheme
is a good one, and the Government are to
be congratulated upon making the fund
available.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I should like
to point out to the hon. member that he
is now dealing with loan funds, whereas the
vote under discussion deals with the Con-
solidated Revenue Account.

Mr. T. L. WILLTAMS: I mevely wanted to
congratulate the Minister and the Govern-
ment on their action in inaugurating the
scheme and making the fund available,

Mr. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton) [3.13
p.m.}: The puzzling and almost mysterious
silence of hon. members opposite astounds
me. They call themselves the Country
Party, and apparently they are satisfied with
the work that the present Government aro
doing in relation to land settlement. I
should like to congratulate the Minister and
the Government upon the success of their
land settlement policy. TUnder the present
Government land activities have shown a
gratifying improvement, and evidence of
that is available in the Budget and other
documents. 1 propose to deal with two or
three problems that have a vital bearing on
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the Rockhampton and surrounding districts.
I propose to deal with the problems of
drought losses, the need for bigger home
markets for Queensland primary producers,
and the threatened restrictions on exports.
I shall deal with them in a non-party
spirit.

The problem of drought losses is a very
serious one, and I offer my congratulations
to the Government upon their suggestions
for drought amelioration. I hope that they
will perseverc with their suggestions until
a solution has been found. The question is
one that affects not only the grazier and the
Government, but also the State and the
nation. Drought losses deplete assets, dissi-
pate capital, and reduce income, and the
consummation of any practicable proposal
for drought insurance will be welcomed,
am sure, by the people in general and the
graziers in particular. One great authority
has said that he who makes two blades of
grass grow where one grew formerly is a
greater benefactor to the human race than
the whole race of politicians. Any admin-
istration that can reduce the drought loss
to one sheep where two died formerly will
be a benefactor to Australia, and Queens-
land in particular.

We neced an entirely new outlook and a
new policy in regard to drought problems.
1t is the tendency to accept drought as an
abnorinal feature of our agricultural, grazing,
and climatic life, whercas as a matter of
fact it should be regarded as a noriual
feature, varying in intensity but occurring

periodically, and just as natural as good
seasons. Hach succeeding drought seems to

find us in the same unfortunate and unpro-
tected position. 1 know the effect of these
droughts upon Rockhampton and the Central
District.  Although there is a difference
of opinion as to how drought insurance
should be effected, there is a strong and
growing desire on the part of the people
of Central Queensland that some form of
such insurance should be founded. T 1is
quite a natural suggestion, especially as
insurance schemes have been evolved against
such losses as those by fire, No scheme has
been evolved to protect our great pastoral
industry against losses from recurring
droughts, which are just as certain as the
rising of the sun and good seasons. There-
fore, T commend the Government for the
proposalb they have tentatively placed before
the country.

The Rockhampton ¢ Kvening News”
expressed its appreciation of the spirit con-
tained in the gesture of the Government.
In an article written in August last the
editor remarked—

“ Tt is too early yet to assume that the
drought insurance scheme will not be
acceptable in some form to the industry
which it is designed to benefit.

‘“ There can be no question of the
Government’s sincere desire to do some-
thing to save the State and the people
engaged in the grazing industry from
such gruelling experiences as they have
just gone through.

“ BEven if the fodder proposals do not
appeal to a maJouty surely there are
some points in the scheme that can be
adopted with bencficial results.”

That is excellent comment. The writer
approached the subject in a proper spirit,
and I hope that other newspapers will do
similarly.

Mr. Larcombe.]
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The Secretary for Agriculture is to be
commended for his zeal, energy and ability in
putting forward these tentative proposals.
Naturally, they are not to be regarded as a
fixed, definite and unalterable scheme. They
can be developed, varied and elaborated as
the circumstances and cond.t’ons require, and
can be ultimately moulded into a sound
scheme for the mitigation of drought losses.
Any scheme that reduces the severity of
our drought losses is of national Import-
ance. The proposal of the Minister 15 a
very excellent one, and should be carefully
considered by the graziers as well as other
interests

Obviocusly, there will be many objec-
tions to any scheme which may be devised,
but the objections are not unsurmountable.
They are inevitably assoclated with all
great schemes. Objections are raised to
all great proposals. Dr. Johnson reminds
us that if we wait to overcome all objec-
tions nothing will be attempted. As Thomas
Carlyle remarked, “ All noble work is at
first  impossible.” So  to-day we must
bear in mind there will be objections to
the constructive proposal put forward by
the Government, but if the objections are
met in the right spirit it can be accom-
plished. If we cou.d only rid oursclves of
that cynical complex that sets up the con-
viction that nothing can be done—it can be
done. The Central district of the State
can be gaved much needless loss by a scheme
such as that suggested by the Government.

The nature of the Government’s contri-
bution to drought relief justifies their
request for better organisation in the pas-
toral industry to combat the disastrous
results of droughts. The Government have
spent millions of pounds by way of drought
relief railways throughout Queensland, not-
ably on the Longreach rallway, where a
large sum of money was spent on a line
that would not justify its existence except
that it is largely used to provide relief in
times of drought. During the recent drought
the Railway Department carried millions of
sheep with a minimum of loss. These sheep
were transported long distances, in one
instance, from Ooorindi to Goondiwindi—a
distance of 1,500 miles—and there were other
cases where sheep were transported similarly
long distances. The Government have spent
a large amount of money in assisting the
pastoral industry, and because of that great
expenditure by the taxpayers of the State
we can expect greater attention to the prob-
lem of relief insurance and drought relief.

The Government have rendered great
assistance to the pastoral industry by grant-
ing concessions in freights. The follow-
ing percentage reductions indicate the
magnitude of the assistance rendered in
this respect: starving stock, 35 per cent.;
fodder for starving stock, 50 per cent.; and
stock being railed to drought-stricken areas
for restocking purposes, 35 per cent.

In the past three years the Government
have granted freight concessions to the
pastoral industry amounting to £175,000, and
in the past twenty years, apart from the
reduction in wool rates, the concessions to
this_industry and others affected by drought
conditions 1n this State have amounted to
£800,000 per annum; whilst taking into con-
sideration the reduction in wool rates from
1930, the concessions granted in the past
thirty years have amounted +to over
£1,000,000. Tt is quite obvious the expendi-
ture of that large sum of money in help to
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the pastoral industry by the taxpayers of
the State justifies the Government’s request
for better organisation in that industry.
It is a qestion that vitally affects not only
the people in the district I represent, but
the people of the State generally; and I
hope the Government’s commendable pro-
posals will ultimately materialise in a sound
and effective scheme that will develop a
new outlook in Queensland in regard to
droughts in this State.

The supplementary proposal of the depart-
ment regarding the provision of water on
stock routes must appeal to members as
being very desirable. That will be of
immense advantage to the pastoral industry,
and a further link in a scheme of drought
insurance and ensure greater safety when
starving stock are travelling. I understand
it is proposed to provide for a chain of water
links stretching from Eromanga to Normanton
by the sinking of bores at strategetical points
and generally providing dams and bores
throughout the State. This provision will
be of great advantage when 1t is necessary
to travel starving stock.

Dealing with the question of providing
a greater home market for our produce, I
desire to emphasise the point that it i
obvious that nothing is to be gained by
producing if & market cannot be found for
the product. That is an obvious truism—
a simple but fundamental truth. The need
for a greater Australian market for Queens-
land and Australian producers is being
emphasised by the policy of restriction of
exports from Australia, and in addition by
the lapse to lower overscas prices that took
place in 1934-35 as compared with 1933-34.
There was a recovery of prices for Aus-
tralian products overscas 1n 1933-34, but
there was a relapse in the following year.
Butter, cheese, sugar, wool, hides, and sheep-
skins were affected.

It is true that there is already a substan-
tial Australian market for the primary
products of the Commonwecalth. Over
£100,000,000 worth of primary products pro-
duced in Australia are consumed annually
within her shores. That demonstrates the
possibility of grcater expansion and shows
that there is within Australia the prospect
of a greater market with less fluctuation,
greater certainty, and greater stability than
there is beyond her shores. What i1s more
important—higher  prices are obtained
internally.

Associated with the problem of a greater
home market is obviously the question of
secondary industries. Australia requires to
build up her secondary industries i order
to accommodate a larger populaton and pro-
vide a greater demand and a greater market
for the products of the primary producers
and to ensure greater purchasing power
to her citizens. There should be no sug-
gestion of antagonism between the city and
the country. During this morning’s debate
an hon. member contended that there was
a gulf dividing the city and the country.
That suggestion was not correct. There
should be the greatest co-operation and inter-
dependence between the city and the coun-
try, and if that spirit is manifested in Aus-
tralia secondary industries can be built up
and an enormously increased market provided
for the products of the primary producers
of Queensland and the other Australian
States. Australia is certainly a wonderful
country, large in area and rich in resources,
but she will never realise her true destiny
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until her secondary indusiries receive greater
consideration than they are being shown at
the present time.

At 329 p.m.,

Mr. Grepsox (Ipswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, rolieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. LARCOMBE: The fiscal policy of the
Commonwealth is closely associated with this
question of secondary industries of primary
production and of markets for the pro-
ducers. In making that contention it
must not be understood that I am under-
estimating the importance of primary
production. In fact, the whole point of
my contention is  that the development
of secondary industries should be advanced
in order to absorb the produce of our
primary industries.  Fconomists have time
and again pointed out that a top-heavy
city population is a danger to the nation.
do not suggest for a moment that we should
build up our cities at the expense of the
country. The two should advance simul-
tancously and in sympathy. There is much
wisdom in the admonitory question of George
Hssex Evans—

“How can we make Australia great and
strong when danger calls,
When half the people of the State are
cramimed in city walls?”’
I am not suggesting that we should cram
the people within the city walls.
Mr. RusseLn: Your policy does that.

Mr. LARCOMDE: That is entirely
wrong. Our policy does not. Time will not

permit of my entering into a lengthy argu-
ment with the hon. member for Hamilton,
but I most emphatically submit that our
policy does not do that. As a matter of
fact, there was an increase of 17,000 per-
sons engaged in farming and cultivating in
Quecensland between the yvears 1915 and
1929 under Laboyur Government. In no other
State of Australia was there such on increas».
In many States there were decrraves, How
can the hon. member contend that our policy
unduly fosters the ¢'ty at the expense cf the
country when the statisties for 1915 to 1929
show that while we were building up the
city we were alzo building up the country,
and had the splendid record of 17,000 addi-
tional persons cultivating and dairzing dur-
ing that period? )

The immigration figures under the Labour
Government were the best in the whole
Commonwealth, which shows that Tabour
has a true conception of statesmanship and
that Tabour's policy is all embracing. We
regognise and act on the important principles
of political economy that embrace all inter-
ests, the country as well as the citv,

I now pass on to the third difficulty con-
fronting the primary producer; that 1s, th-
threatened restriction of primary exports.

That is a difficulty that will affect Aus-
tralia next year unless we bestir our-
selves, For next year the question will be

decided by the British Government, and
unless there is a full and effective protest
from Australia in the meantime, we shall
inevitably suffer a restriction of exports.

Mr. Bmaxp: It will go if Labour gets
into power in the old country.

Mr. LARCOMBE: I have endeavoured
to keep this discussion free of party politics,
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but the interjection by the hon. member
for Isis reminds me of the fact that his
own leader was responsible for fostering
the policy of restriction of exports. TLast
year he strongly supported it, as did the
Tederal Prime Minister and the High
Commissioner of Australia. They are all
responsible for this conspiracy. They su-
rendered to the seductive sirens of South
American interests. Australia has been
sacrificed on the altar of alien interests
that have no other concern in the British
Kmpire than that of scrdid profit. The
proposal is unbusinessl'ke, disgraceful, and
unpatrictic, and one to which the people of
Austra’ia should not submit without effective
protest.

On what grounds do we base our protest?
First of all, on the financial and trade
relationship between Au-tralia and Great

Britain. e have large trade and linan-
cial relationships with the United King-
dom. We import heavily from the United

Kingdom. We have heavy obligations in
London—about half our national debt is pay-
able in London. How are we to pay in full
without default, if the means by which we
pay are to be restricted? If we are to meet
our obligations in full, as we desire to do,
this policy of restriction of exports should
not be tolerated. And it is not proposed,
as we are told at times, in the interests of
the British producer,
An OrppositioNn MEMBER iuterjected.

Mr. LARCOMBE: The Leader of the
Opposition advocated it. The * Courier-
Mail ” of the 10th May, 1934, quotes him
as having done so at the Crow’s Nest show.
The paragraph reads—

¢ RESTRICTION OF HXPORTS.
ME. MOORE SUPPORTS PROPOSALS.

“ Speaking at the opening of the
Crow's Nest show to-day, Mr. A, E.
Moore indicated that he strongly sup-
ported the proposal to restrict the export
of produce to Great Britain. We have
had Mr. Bruce out here, and he has not
only met the different Governments hut
also the primary producers. Mz, Bruce
is quite right. We have Governments
with the exception of the Federal
Government strongly opposing a policy
of restriction.”

That is the pronouncement of the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition! I say that the
vestriction of exports. if ferced upon us,
would be tragic enough, but when we are
likely to have it foisted upon us by the
acquiesence and surrender of certain so-called
statesmen in  Australia, che pos:blity is
tragic beoyond description and begears
one’s powers of expression. The Australian
producers are being sacrificed in the manner
I have indicated becau:e of the actions of
leaders in the anti-Labour ranks. Fortu-
nately the Press, regarding it apart from
party politics, have taken up an attitude
antagonistic to these proposals. I quote
again from the ‘ Courier-Majl”—

“ The time is opportunte, therefore,
to tell Britain that the capacity of Aus-
tralia to absorb new population must
depend very considerably upon freedom
to dispose of surplus production. In
short, if the United Xingdom prefers
foreign to Australian meat, strangling,
or at least hampering development here,

Mr Larcombs.]
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the chances of reinforcing the popula-
tion by immigration from the mother
country must be correspondingly
destroyed.”

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [3.38 p.m.]: It has
been generally recognised by most people
who settle on the land that the Labour
Party’s policy of land settlement has been
pretty rotten, and does not appeal to them.
It is not in the interests of good settlement.
The present Secretary for Public Lands is the
most successful Labour Minister to hold that
portfolio. He has endeavcured to recognise
that his job is one that calls for a good deal
of practical help to the man on the land.
He has recognised that the *‘ rule of thumb”
policy of the Labour platform should be
cast on one side. He has, moreover, Leen
honest in his administration. Approximately
eight months ago at Warwick he paid a
tribute to the ex-Minister for Public Lands,
Mr. Deacon, for he said, in effect: “I am
only doing what Mr. Deacon initiated. I
am trying to do what I can to settle people
on the land.”” Mr. Deacon initiated that
policy and the present Minister is endeavour-
ing to carry it out! Ie is making every
endeavour to settle people on the land in a
satisfactory way. 'The hon. member for
Rockhampton contended that the return from
primary products during the year 1934-35
was the lowest on record.

Mr. LARCOMBE :
on record.

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member pointed
out that it was lower in that year than it
had been for many years past. But the
Secretary for Public Lands claims that during
that year his department was able to attract
to the Treasury the highest amount of land
revenue since 1929. The Government should
recoguise the fundamental principle that
primary producers cannot progress if they
are called upon to meet heavy Crown rents
and other excessive governmental charges
during a time when they are unable to get
a reasonable price for their commodities.
Again we urge the Government to reduce
land rentals to the lowest possible level.

The hon. member for Warrego complained
that leases on the Barkly Tableland and
elscwhere in the Northern Territory were
made available at a rental of Is. a square
mile and that the Queensland Crown tenants
were at a disadvantage in having to pay
higher rentals. I should like to present the
reverse side of the case to the Minister by
warning him not to handicap Queensland
tenants by impqsing heavy Crown rentals
as compared with those charged in the
Northern Territory.

I thoroughly understand that a Secretary
for Public Lands has many problems to
tackle and that they vary from year to year,
but I should like to support the request by
the hon. member for Port Curtis that action
he taken by the Government to combat the
spread of the lantana. It is true that it is
rapidly .spreadlng along our coastal areas,
threatening some of the best pastoral land.
Many hundreds of acres have been over-
run during the past few years. The trouble
does not lie so much in the spread of the
lantana itself as in the fact that it provides a
harbourage for wallabies who devour the grass
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and thus render many areas almost useless.
The Commonwealth Government recognise
their responsibility in the matter, but unless
something is done, especially along the lines
of employing biological agents, many
hundreds of acres of our best land must
suceumb to the onward march of this pest,
as many thousands of acres of valuable
pastoral country succumbed to the spread
of prickly pear before it was ultimately
checked. Steps should be taken to stop its
onward progress. While owners of land
are waiting for some biological method of
doing so the Minister should help owners of
alienated land to destroy the pest by present
known methods, such as burning, digging,
and the flame thrower. The department
will earn the gratitude of graziers, and
agriculturists particularly, if they can devise

means wherehy many fine arecas of our coastal

land can be reclaimed from the pest.

Reference has been made to our stock
losses in the drought from which the State
has just emerged, and the construction of
certain railways to expedite the transport
of stock to and from drought-stricken areas.
To-day sheep are compelled to travel 1,200
miles by rail from relief country to Western
Queensland, whereas if the south-western
and central railway systems were linked
this distance would be reduced ig 400 or 5006
miles. This link would afford tremendous
relief to our pastoralists and be of great
nationa! value. That being so, the Govern-
ment would be justified in approaching the
Federal Government for help to construct
it as a great national asset. I support the
suggestion of the hon. member for Warrego,
and I feel that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment have some responsibility in this matter.

The debate on these Estimates invariably
revolves round the respective merits of the
perpetual freehold and leasehold systems
That subject is still a live one with my
party. We claim the right of selectors to
make their lands freehold if they wish. The
Moore Government gave settlers the option
to convert their agricultural farms from
perpetual leasehold to freehold tenure.
Quite a number availed themselves of the
opportunity. Although the policy of the
Government is that of leasehold tenure, we
know that many of their followers personally
favour the freehold system. We believe
that freehold tenure is the right tenure in
closely settled areas. It makes for the
Aevelopment and prosperity of a district.
It gives the selector an incentive to work
to this end. The greatest prosperity and
development have taken place in the closely
settled areas of the State where freehold
tenure abounds.

Mr. FoLey: Anyone would think you
belonged to the Middle Ages.

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member, who is
continually foisting the doctrines of Russia
upon us, is in the advanced age. Hon.
members on this side of the Chamber recog-
nise that every man on the land wants to
own his own farm; he does not wish to farm
it under the leasehold system. People who
are developing the country are entitled to
freehold. Hon. members opposite have a
great deal to say about the rights of other
sections of the community. I stand for
the rights of the men on the land—and I
say they should have the right to own free-
hold. The man who settles on the land
has a perfect right to look for the tenure
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that has been recognised as a proper one
throughout the ages—and that is freehold.

Mr. Forey: The land belongs to the people,
and you have no right to give it away.

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member would
purchase a freehold right in preference to
a leasehold right. The present Secretary for
Public Lands gives greater weight to the
practical side of land settlement—greater
than most of his predecessors—and that is of
great help to the settlers. There are many
difficulties to be overcome, some of which
are met with especially in the closer settled
arcas, and I hope the Minister will give
sympathetic consideration to requests from
these settlers who are passing through diffi-
cult times, and who, notwithstanding the
remarks of the hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton, are carrying out the real work of this
country.

The men on the land desire the develop-
ment of secondary industries. The Lecader
of the Opposition has stressed that time
and again, and endeavoured to get a dis-
cussion in this Parliament on the need for
the development of secondary industries. It
is useless to endeavour to persuade the
people of this State that fiscal matters pre-
vent it when secsndary industries prosper
in other States of the Commonwealth. The
primary industries in our State look for-
ward to the development of a healthy
secondary industry that will provide a home
market for their product. We recognise that
the home market is the best market we can
have for our own products, and particularly
our primary products; and we will assist
the Government in any policy that will tend
to bring that about.

The Minister in charge of the ILands
Department has a very important portfolio,
and we hope he will give yet greater help
to settlers who are labouring under diffi-
culties, because unless something is done
to induce them to carry on they will leave
the land and come to the cities.

The Secretary for Public Lands should not
countenance the policy of cutting up selec-
tions into areas that are over-small. Such
a policy is not a good one for the State,
but was followed by previous Labour
Administrations. He should adopt the policy
advocated by members on this side on every
opportunity of providing a living area. The
Minister has certainly had a number of
difficulties to contend with. Even during
the past twelve months he has had to face
many difficulties in an endeavour to over-
come the troubles that follow the settlement
of people on small areas. It must be said
that these difficulties were not the result of
anything done by the Moore Government.
In all future settlements the Minister should
recognise the wisdom of making the area
adequate to enable the settler to obtain a
livelihood.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [3.56 p.m.}: The
hon. member for Warrego has stated that
the great problem confronting land settle-
ment, to-day is water conservation. I desire
to assure the hon. member and all others
interested that the Government have
attempted to grapple with that position. I
have the results of my own observations,
made during extensive travelling in the
State. At the commencement of the drought
menace I and other hon. members made an
inspection. The problem has caused the
Government grave concern. We want to
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face it properly. So we have appointed as
a royal commissioner an officer of the depart-
ment, whom we regard as the most suizable
to make the investigation, as a result of
which we shall have something tangible upon
which to work. Land Commissioner Leahy
is a man of very wide experience, and the
terms of reference in the commission under
which he is appointed cover every phase of
the question. They are the most compre-
hensive of any terms that have been drawn
up by the Lands Administration Board, the
members of which thoroughly understand
land settlement.

The hon. member for Warrego and other
hon. members advocated the construction of
a railway from Charleville to Blackall. A
strong plea was made generally for the link-
ing of railway communication in the West.
These matters, together with the guestion of
over-stocking, wili be fully dealt with by the
commissioner. The Government are not in
any way hurrying or hampering his investi-
gations. He is personally inspecting every
portion of the State. At intervals he
forwards interim reports, and any matters
that can be attended to immediately are
prompt'y dealt with. On the receipt of the
final report something definite and compre-
hensive will be done.

I am sorry that owing to circumstances the
report of the Land Administration Board is
not before hon. members. This is due to
the recorganisation of the department. This
year’s report conteins an Innovation that
will be of considerable asistance to hon.
members. By a series of graphs they will
be able to ascertain our exact position in
land matters. The drawing and printing of
these graphs is one of the reasons why the
report is not before the House. One graph
will show the number of sheep and cattle
and stock throughout the State of Queens-
land. Tt will be an eye-opener to hon.
members to see the numbers of sheep and
cattle that are mow depastured throughout
the State. They will observe that much of
the talk of the further development of pas-
toral lands is idle, inasmuch as it ia gumite
evident, even taking into account the results
of the drought, that the pastoral lands of
Queensland are on the point of being over-
stocked. More especially does this apply
to sheep land. As a matter of faet, Mr.
Leahy’s report will show that muech of the
loss in certain areas ‘'was due to oyer-
stocking. I can assure the hon. member for
Warrego thet that question will haye the
Government’s serious consideration.

We proposed to bring down amendments
to the land laws this session, but we are
holding them over because we want to
include the various measures that will be
found necessary after reading Land Com-

missioner Leahy’s report. As the hon.
member for Warrego pomnis out, over-
stocking does exish, and the Government

will have to take some setps to prevent iu.
Some people say, ‘‘The pastoralists have
the land: why can they not do what they
like?” The land belongs to the people, and
there is an onus on the Government to see
that those who are using the national asset
do so in the proper manner. 1 can assure
the hon. member for Warrego that the
question of over-stocking will be dealt with
when we amend the land laws of the State.

An OpposiTioN MEMBER: Restrict it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Yes, but the problem is to devise

Hon. P. Pease.]
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a reasonable restriction. In this investiga-
tion we have the opinions of experts, and
no doubt when we reccive the report
the department will be able to lay dowu
a limit for stocking.

The hon. member for Warrego also spoke
about company-owned pastures on which
companies would not incur the expense

necessary to protect stock against discase,
and allowed water facilities to deteriorate.
Labour Governments cannot repudiate exist-
ing contracts, and therc are U{l:tlng con-
tracts, by which the department is bound.
We shall attend to that matter when we are
considering the necessary legislation.

Quite recently we tranferred practically
avery Crown land ranger in Queenland, the
idea being to bring about greater efficiency
in the depmtm(\nt Rangers have been
allowed to remain in one arca for many
years, but we have now had a survey made
by the Land Administration Board, and we
have transferred practically every one.
‘They are now in positions where they will
be of most benelit to the State. These
rangers, and the land commissioners, many
of whom have also been transferred, furnish
monthly reports. Those reports are very
ﬂ!umwatvng to the departiment, and we
intend taking action as soon as possible to
bring about certain reforms that they show
to be necessary.

When Mr. McCormack was Secrectary for
Public Lands, the Government of that time
introduced a pastoral developmental lease,
which, in my opinion, is onme of the best
methods of controlling the pastoral lands of
the State. We have found that where we
have given pastoral developmental leases,
af\ttmg out the terms of devclopment and
conditions for preserving our national asset
—which at the same time provides greater
employment—che lands have been properly
managed. We contend that by preseribing
proper conditions for the conscrvation of
water, and ringbarking, and other improve-
ment of the land, we increase its produec-
tivity, with the vesult that tho pastoralist
is able to stand up to drought conditions
and the assets of the State are preserved.

The hon. member for Warrego has again
mentioned the question of Alsatian dogs a
matter with which he has always been con-
cerned.  He has voiced the opinion in this
Chamber for many years that Alsatians
should be dealt with.” We have gone 1nto
the matter and we consider that this is a
Commonwealth responsibility. What is the
,ﬁ:ood of dealing with Alsatians in Queens-
land if they are allowed in ali the other
States of the Co.nmormoalth Suppose, for
argument sake, we said, ** No Alsatians shall
be allowed in Quoonal(mr 7% We cannot
prevent the other Siates from sending Alsa-
tians here. When the Commonwealth Go-
vernment deal with this matter it will be
time for this State to give legislative effect
to what is lequued T had a deputation
from a Graziers’ Association some time ago,
who asked me to deal with the Alsatian. 1
asked them if it was not a fact that every
other large dog constituted a mevace to them
and thev answuod in the affirmative. Then
why legislate against one paltlculm breed
of docr" The Alsatian has certainly been
given a bad name, and, to vary the old
saying a little, although not its meaning,
“Give a dog a bad name, and it sticks
to him!” Immediately, this is a question
for the Iocal authorities in the areas con-
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cerned. The Government have given local
authorities certain powers as district
improvement boards, including the power to
deal with vermin and dogs. I have a good
deal of correspondence regarding the danger
of dogs in various parts of the West. A
well-known grazier wrote that it was not
s0 much the Alsatian that was worrying him
as the mongrel dog. These mongrel dogs
had done a considerable amount of damage
to this man’s sheep and were a danger
gen(\lallv in the dlstrlct All these things
can be dealt with by the local authorities.
Dingoes are causing a great deal of con-
cern to the Government. The sub- depart-
ment of the Prickly-Pear Land Commission,
which has not now so much work to do in
the eradication of pear because of the good
work done by the cactoblastis, has been given
other work to perform, and is dealing with
various animal and vegetable pests. The
Governntent proposed to brmg in a Bill this
session to deal with animal and vegetable
pests, but here also we are walting for Com-
missioner Leahy’s report before taking
action. He has been asked to investigate
at first-hand dingo and animal and vegetable
pests throughout the areas he traverses.

The hon. member for Warrego spoke about
the proposal to develop the Northern Terri-
tory by a chartered company. That is a
matter of Federal concern.

The hon. member for Toowoomba spoke
of bird sanctuaries, particularising Lake
Clarendon, and stressed the necessary of
protecting our native birds. This is not
only necessary, from the point of view of
prote(t‘n" the fauna and flora of the State.
There is another danger if we do not lock
after our native birds. Nature gave us the
birds to deal with insect and other pests
which otherwise might become a serious
menace. The problem arises in many parts
of the State. In many districts, forcigners
kill every bird they see, not caring What
it is. In most cases they kill and eat it.
The result is that our birds, especially in
the far North and the sugar areas, are
becoming extinct. The Government wish to
protect Queensland’s native birds, and I can
aszure the hon. member for Toowoomba
that the power of the department will be
exercised to protect our native birds and
declare bird sanctuaries. This action will
be taken in conjunction with the Department
of Agriculture. We are doing our best to
enforce the Acts relating to our native birds
and animals.  Every folest officer, particu-
larly the outside officers, has been appointed
a ranger under the Animals and Birds Act
in order that he may help to protect our
native birds.

Another menace was brought under my
notice to-day by the Director of Forests,
who has just returned from a tour of
Northern Queensland, and says that the
mistletoe iz becoming a serious pest in forest
operations in North Queensland,

At 410 p.m.,
The CHAIrR AN resumed the chair.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDR:
Fle informed me that in tho march of pro-
gress the mar-upinls, which hitherto fed on
the mistletee, have been destroyed, snd the
Government ave row faced with a coasider-
able expensr in eradicating it.

Mr. Msnwr: Is it true that crccodiles are
increasing because the blackfellows have
ceased to eat their eggs?
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
That may be so, but I am not dealing with
that subject just now. For sorne time the
Government have been considering what
department was the most suitable to control
national parks, but it has now becen decided
that they should he placed under the control
of the Sub-Department cf Forestry. Tocently
an officer was appointed to exercise admninis-
trative control over the national park; in
North Quecnsland, and it is intended to
appoint a suitable officer to perform similar
dutics in  respect of mnational parks in
Southern Queensland. I can assure hon.
members that close supervision will be exer-
cised over national parks, which are proving
such a valuable asset to the State. During
the past few years there has been a heavy
influx of tourists to see their scenie beauties
and animal and bird life.

The hon. member for West Moreton
referred to the efforts of public-spirited men
in his electorate to preserve the natural
beauties of the forest, I can assure him thay
the Department of Public Lands is co-operat-
ing with the Department of Agriculture to
the utmost degree in furthering the interests
of the State by preserving our natural flora
and fauna. I express my appreciation of
the actions of people who, without any
remuneration, have assisted in this direction,
1 congratulate the hou. member for West
Aloreton and the people of hls ¢lectorate on
the iuterest tiey have tuken in endeavouring
to preserve the beauty spots; and I promise
them—and the hon. member for Toowoomba
—that the Government will help them in
every possible way. The hon. member for
Toowoomba even mentioned that these people
were prepared to pay for certain work in
the preservation of beauty spots out of their
own pockets, and I applaud them for their
action. The Government are prepared at
all times to make rcasonable amounts of
money available for the preservation of these
areas.

I was pleased to hear the hon. member
for Port Curtis refer to the boys engaged in
forestry activities. Personally, I should like
to arrange to take hon. members to see these
boys at work. Only to-day the Director of
Forests—who, as I have said, has returned
from North Queensland—reported to me
that he was very pleased indeed with the
way they were shaping and with the work
that they were doing. He is firmly of the
opinjon that everything that is being done
in this respect is worth while. The boys
appear to be heart and soul in their work,
only two out of 100 odd having expressed
a desire to return home. 1 hope to be able
to arrange a suitable time when hon. mem-
bers may be able to see the boys at work in
the areas close to Brisbane. 1 amy satisfied
that they will approve of what is being done
by the department, and agree that 1t is a
tangible way of ¢ giving the boy a chance.”
The Premier has laid it down that wherever
possible cadets are to be placed in positions
in forestry and other land areas, and I am
pleased to be able to say that the officer in
charge rcports that the boys have lived up
to our highest expectations.

The hon. member for Port Curtis and other
hon. members have referred to the spread
of the lantana. The Prickly-Pear Land
Commission, which,. I repeat, has not so
much work to do now as 1t had in the past
when the prickly-pear pest was of such vital
concern to the State, is now devoting its
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attention to the destruction of other vege-
table pests. Before the chairman of the
Land Administration Board, Mr. Payne,
went overseas, he, as chairman of the Com-
monwealth Prickly-Pear Board, brought the
question of the destruction of the lantana
pest under the notice of that board, and it
is hoped that with the assistance of the
Secretary for Agriculture a biological agent
may be discovered to deal as effectively with
the lantana as the cactoblastis did with the
prickly-pear.

We have imported insects. They have
been developed to a certain stage and then
liberated in country areas infested with the
lantana. They have not done as well as
they do in Brazil and other places from
which we have imported them. We hope
to acclimatise these insects. The Secretary
for Agriculture is assisting us to do so, and
we hope in a short space of time to have
an acclimatised insect that will deal with
lantana in much the same way as cacto-
blastis did with the prickly-pear. We have
been experimenting with Hame throwers,
of which we have had two or three different
kinds. Various firms are developing them,
and implements of improved types arve now
being made. One of an improved type is
now being tested and issued throughout the
country.  Wherever the department can
induce a local authority to experiment with
a flame thrower it is lent free of cost,
together with the oil at cost. The results
obtained are very good.

The hon. member for Rockhampton
praised the department for the work it was
carrying out. The co-ordination of the
department and its sub-departments has
been very successful. The administration of
the department in this my fourth year as
administrator is very much easier than
when I assumed office. 1 have a very fine
staff, from the head to the smallest boy or
girl. I pay ftribute to them because, as
the hon. member for Rockhampton said,
their work has been very satisfactory.

I was also pleased to hear the praise
bestowed on the special provision made for
watering stock routes. We have begun that
work., Officers of the department carried
out a survey of all stock routes, extending
over several months. We are linking up
every stock route in Queensland with proper
and efficient water facilities. The provision
of these facilities was formerly in the hands
of the local authorities, We found that
although one or two local authorities
attended to this work exceedingly well,
principally by making application for sub-
sidy-loans, eight or ten others took no
action. - As a result there was no co-ordina-
tion. In certain areas there were splendid
water facilities for both cattle and sheep;
in other areas there were long dry stages.
Those dry stages have all been investigated.
The Irrigation and Water Supply Sub-
Department furnished a report, with the
result that the Treasurer has placed £70,000
on the Estimates this year to provide water
facilities on them. When I am dealing with
the Hstimates of that sub-department, I
shall show exactly where we are making
water facilities on stock routes.

The hon. member for Rockhampton spoke
on one of our great problems—that of home
markets, and the increasing use of primary
production in developing secondary indus-
tries. We do not open up lands in a hap-
hazard fashion.

Hon. P. Pease.|
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The Premier has laid down a definite rule
that no land is to be opened to selection
unless the settler has road access and a
market for his products, and thus a chance
to earn a living. We are carrying out those
instructions.

The Government are not idle in this
matter. We have tried to make the Bureau
of Industry something worth while. The
Premier is the chairman, and every head
official a member of the burcau, and special
committees are working—and I can assure
members they are working—every week. One
of these special committees has been deal-
ing with the very problem of which the
hon. member for Rockhampton has spoken.
The heads of each department co-operate
with the head of the bureau, and they are
all doing their best to find some method of
increasing the use of primary products in
our secondary industries. When one con-
siders that the various officers of the Depart-
ments of Public Lands and Agriculture and
Stock are co-operating with the experts,
one feels confident that we shall get some-
where. A good deal of work has been done
by the Bureau of Industry, with which I
think hon. members should be made
acquainted, although it is impossible to
report on everything that is going on. The
problems connected with land development
and the use of the land for the relief of
unemployment have been the subject of

investigation by these sub-committces. The
Premier attends general meetings, when
the reports from the sub-committees are

placed before the full bureau committee,
and any suggestion he considers practicable
is adopted by the Government.

The hon. member for Rockhampton also
spoke about the difficulties confronting the
producers, and he referred to the Federal
Government, more particularly in reference
to overseas markets and what is called
restriction of exports. I had the honour of
attending a conference when Mr. Bruce
came over from England, and gave an
account of what was going on overseas. To
give him due credit, he told his story very
well—he did not burke the question. At that
time the Commonwealth Government took
the stand that no such thing as restriction
of exports was contemplated, and practi-
callv told the people that Mr. Bruce had no
authority to say what he did, so far as
the Federal Government were concerned.
Qur Premier happened to be overseas at the
time, and everybody knows how he sprang
into the breach, although the full measure
of what he did for this State and Australia
generally is not properly recognised.

Mr. MaxwerL: That is an exaggération.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It is not an exaggeration, I know what
happencd at this end, and I know what
happened at the other end. I say the
presence of our Premier in England af
that time was vital to Queensland, and
time will show that it was so. Everyone
realises that in industry organisation is
essential. I know a good deal about the
sugar industry, and I consider that its
preservation in Queensland is due to its
intensive organisation, Hon. members oppo-
site who know something about that industry
must realise the truth of that assertion.
It is organised from top to bottom; and
the time will come when all our primary
industries will have to be organised to the
same extent,

[Hon. P. Pease.
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An OppoSITION MEMBER :
pathetic government.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The State has the most sympathetic Govern-

We need sym-

ment it ever had regarding the sugar
indusiry, and in our Premier a man
who is recognised as the world’s best
expert so far as sugar is concerned—the
sugar organisations themselves pay him
that tribute. The sugar organisations, who
asked the Premier to go overseas, knew
what they were doing. They are asking
the Premier to journey overseas again—

they are asking the Federal Government
to see that he 1s one of the representatives
of Australia at the Sugar Conference in
England early next year. The hon. member
for Isis will recollect what happened at a
previous conference when Queeunsland was
not allowed even a voice. To-day the sugar
interests have requested the Premier of
Queensland to attend to their interests over-
seas.

And my remarks are not confined to sugar.
The hon. member for Rockhampton drew
attention to a difficulty in connection with
cotton. At one time the price of cotton
was fixed and the growers were satisfied.
Cotton enjoyed a measure of protection.
The Federal Government, without consult-
ing the Queensland Government—the State
mainly concerned in cotton growing—
removed that protection. It was a case of
being ihrown to the wolves. The result
is that the Queensland Government are faced
with the problem of helping the growers
in the Upper Burnett and Callide district.
Hon. members who represent those electo-
rates are continually approaching the Govern-
ment with requests that something shall be
done. Had the Commonwealth Govern-
ment done their duty the cotton growers

would not be in such financial straits. The
industry was getting on very well. The
Queensland Government were getting a

revenue and the producers a fair living.
The Commonwealth Government caused the
industry to be scrapped. The same remark
can be made of the tobacco industry. In
company with the hon. member for Cook
and others, I visited the tobacco-growing
districts in North Queensland. The finest
tobacco in the world is grown at Mareeba.
But what do we find? The Commonwealth
Government, instead of doing their duty,
have thrown that industry also to the wolves,
A survey of the industry will show that the
Commonwealth authorities dealt with the
question from the point of view of over-
production. That was apparently the only
matter that concerned them. They con-
tended that, as evervbody was rushing into
tobacco-growing, within a year or so there
would be over-production on a larger scale
than in the sugar and butter industries.
What is the position to-day? There is no
over-production: in fact, the tobacco-grow-
ing industry of Queensland and Australia
has ‘“ gone phut.” And why? Because of
the failure of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to protect it. The whole matter i
wrapped up in protection. In Mareeba can
be grown the finest pipe tobacco in the
world. An overzeas buyer told me that the
yellow-leaf that produces a highly sought
after pipe tobacco is grown in Mqroekm—
that it is what the world is looking for.
Like Virginia cigarette tobacco, it required
certain climatic conditions, and these were
to be found at Mareeba. The Common-
wealth Government allowed the Queonsland
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tobacco industry to collapse because of the
fear of over-production.

The hon. member for Rockhampton did
the right thing in drawing pointed atten-
tion to the matter. The Commonwealth
Government have allowed restrictions to be
placed on the exportable quota of such
primary products as are chiefly produced
in Queensland—sugar, tobacco, cotton, and
50 on. The other States are not concerned
with these industries. If it were wheat that
was involved, it would be a different matter
altogether. No State in Awustralia has
suffered more at the hands of the Common-
wealth Government than has Queensland.

OprosITION MEMBERS:  No.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
My difficulty in administering the Depart-
ment of Public Lands at the present time
is to induce our settlers to remain on the
land. The actions of the Commonwealth
Government do not cnable them to remain
there on a remunerative basis. If the
Commonwealth Government adopted a policy
of assisting the Queensland producers then
the State would certainly be in a much
better position. As regards sugar, what
did that Government do?  Without con-
sulting the Queensland Government they
took away £1,000,000 from our sugar
industry. Who cares about the &d. per lb.
reduction in the price of sugar? The
Premier informed the sugar producers they
were unwise in allowing the 4d. per Ih.
reduction in the price of sugar to be mrade
The problem that I have to face to-day is
to collect the Government rent for the lands
that have been leased out to the various
producers of the State,.

My job to-day is not so much the opening
of new areas for settlement, as keeping the
people on the land who are there. I receive
appeals for help from all classes of primary
producers in various parts of the State, so
that they may remain on the land, be able
to pay their rentals, and make a decent
living. Every time we consider a vital
point, such as the reduction in the price of
sugar that meant £1,000,000 to that indus-
try, we find that inaction of the Federal
Government is the cause of the trouble. The
people of Queensland realise this just as
much as we do, and I am pleased that the
hon. member for Rockhampton raised the
question. In the cotton-producing areas,
where the men now have more land than
previously, they are unable to make a living,
and investigation has shown that the Federal
Government’s inaction is the source of all
the trouble. In every case Qucensland has
been the ‘‘Cinderella.” If hon. members
opposite were to cast aside their political
views and survey the position impartially
they would find that all our Queensland
industrics are in a very parlous coundition as
a result of the TFederai Government’s in-
activity.

The hon. member for TIsis said that we
should do something with regard to land
rentals. We are opening land to-day at the
lowest rentals in the history of the State.
Quite recently we opened the finest dairying
land in the world, with an average rainfall
of 60 inches and an average tompma*ure of
60 degrees—that is, in the Palmerston arca—
and those members who know something
about butter production will realise that with
such a rainfall and femperature that it is
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possible to dairy all the year round, which
cannot be done in any other part of the
world——

Mr. MaHER: What price?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
We have opened them at under 6d. an acre.

Mr. MaHER: What tenure?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

Pelpetual lease tenure with a condition of
five years’ occupation, and all the timber in
the area is to be used at the discretion of
the settler. If he wishes to buy cattle or
do fencing he may apply the value of the
timber to that purpose. If that value is
not used on the selection he must pay
royalty. As I said before, we are opening
land at the cheapest price in the history of
Queensland.

Mr. MAHER:
in the West
conditions ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Pastoral lands are opened under conditions
laid down by past Governments. Rents of
pastoral holdings are reviewed every ten
years, and those of grazing lands every seven
vears, by the Land Court. That court is a
Fair tribunal. My officials inform me that,
if anything, the court has acted on the
generous side in these reviews. Everybody
must agree that the judges of the Land
Court are men who know their work. We
did not appoint all of them. Everybody
realises theirs were not political appoint-
ments.  Those men have been appointed
because of their general knowledge, and the
Land Court, if anything, is erring on the
side of the selector. We do not mind that,
however, because our main job now is to
keep the men on the land.

The hon. member for Isis also referred to
the vexed question of freehold and leasehold
and the granting of option of conversion.

The Labour Government and the Labour
Party have definite principles. We believe
that the land belongs to the people, and it
shall not be sold. If anyonc examines land
tenures to-day he will find that the man
who holds pelpetual lease is not in any
worse a position—in fact he is in a better
position—than the man with freehold.
Where would we be in Queensland to-day
if we were like New South Wales and Vie-
toria, where all the land is freehold and has
passed out of the control of the State? The
only reason the Government are able to give
relief in Queensland is because the great
majority of the land is held by the State.
Can any hon. member argue that the land
holders of the other States are getting con-
cessions from the Government that sold them
the land years ago? No freeholder can
get concessions, In this State we are able—
and the Leader of the Opposxtlon, when he
was Premier was able—to give great conces-
sions to people holding pastoral lands and
people dealing in pastoral ventures because
the Government had control. That is really
a chief argument against freehold.

In these times of depression the Govern-
ment are doing great things. Look at the
concessions made by previous Governments—
and continued by this Government—to help
the wool industry, How could we have
granted this assistance had the land been
frecho!d? We have a complete mandate
from the people of Quecnsland regarding
perpetual leasehold tenure. It is in the
forefront of Labour’s platform and it was

Hon. P. Pease.]

What about the ‘pastoralists
who are faced with drought
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expounded by every hon. member on this
side of the House who got up on the hust-
ings and explained Laioms land policy.
What is the result? Our huge majority.
When we have a policy we put it to the
people and we do not attempt to side-track
it. In every part of Queensland where I
went I spokoe on the issue of leaschold tenure
versus freehold, and I explained how, if the
tenure was leasehold, we could give the
leaseholders assistance. What would be the
good of having a land commissioner touring
the West if all the land was held under
freehold conditions? What would the land-
lord do? Would the landlord give the occu-
pier of the land anything back? The Govern-
ment are able to give him something hack.
That is the complete answer to the hon.
member for Isis. We have a complete man-
date from the people of Queensland for lease-
hold tenure, and I am satisfied that it
is a good thmg in the interests of the people.

Mr. BELL (Stanley) [4.39 p.m.]: The
Minister made reference to the pastoral
industry, and I desire to refer particularly
to the State and super land tax on
freehold land. We have to recognise,
as the hon. member for Rockhampton
pointed out, the necessity for a continuity
of supplies of primary products and par-
ticularly of chilled meat. The industry I
spesk of is a very important one, and the
Government  should realise its 1n1p01tance\
especially its de\ elopment in the coastal arcas
of Queensland. The landholders should be
relieved of that tax if they are to develop
that industry to the cxtent it deserves. On
the other hand tho Minister referred to the
fact that restrictions might be imposed on
the stocking of the pastoral lands in Queens-
land. I was very sorry to hear him make
that statement. If the land settlement con-
ditions laid down by the present Government
are satisfactory there will be no need to
place those restrictions on the pastoral indus-
try.

During this session I asked the Minister
what were the arrears of land rentals in the
pastoral industry up to 30th June, 1935, and
I received this reply—

£ s. d.
“ Pasgtoral holdings 11,341 13 2
Prickly-pear leases 957 5 8
Occupation licenses 3,975 18 5
Selection rents ... . 164,404 310
£180,6719 1 1”7
I should like to point out, as I have done
on previous occasions, that the mothod

adopted in arriving al the areas of selec-
tions is fundamentally unsound, and that
the rental and carrying capacity are decided
when wool prices are not at a normal level.
When wool prices fall, the owner is unable
to carry a greater number of sheep with
safety, but as his area is too small he
endeavours to make a living by taking the
risk of increasing his flock, with detriment
to himself and eventually to the industry.

I should also like to suggest again that
the method of levying income tax on profit
received from the sale of a pastoral lease
after it has been held by one person for
seven years should be the same as that
adopted in connection with land under free-
hold tenure. I make that suggestion because
I believe it will be an incentive to the owner
to conserve the grass on his property, and
encourage him to improve it and increase

[Hon. P. Pease.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

its carrying capacity, knowing that he may
reap the full reward of his labour after seven
vears if he wishes to sell. At the present
time he is subject to an exorbitant tax and
there is no encouragement for him to improve
his property. He must be content with the
income that he is able to earn during his
occupancy of the land.

The Government are to be congratulated
on their proposal to improve water facilities
on stock routes, but—as was pointed out by
the hon. member for Dalby—it will also be
necessary to conserve the grass for travelling
stock. Much of the benefit that may be
sccured by lmproved watering facilities may
be lost unless some attempt is made by the
Government to preserve the grass too.

The pastoral industry has suffered many
serious setbacks and on practically every
occasion that it has endeavoured to expand it
has been called upon to meet a heavy
expense, in many cases through no fault of
its own. I refer particularly to the recent
abattoirs strike. The strike occurred during
the infancy of the chilled meat trade. The
meat workers discovered that .a wertain
amount of money was lying at the credit
of the Meat Industry Board and based their
claimm for higher wages on this fact. Let
me pass on to the wool industry. Recently
a small rise occurred in the price of wool.
A large number of men on the land will
not benefit from this rise, owing to the
depletion of their flocks by drought. Yet we
find the shearers applvmg to the court for
higher rates! Is it wise, every time there
is an upward trend in prices, even of a
temporary character, that the employees
should. endeavour to take more out Of
industry than they are entitled to?

Mr. Hiwrox: The court will decide that.

Mr. BELL: That is all very well, but the
Government did not stand up to their obli-
gations in the abattoirs strike. A factor
that operated to terminate that strike was
the proof afforded to slaughtermen that their
task was onc for experts only was untenable.
Meat producers and their sons undertook
the task of slaughtering and demonstrated
that they were able to place chilled meat
on the boats to the satisfaction of the
industry. That fact had the greatest effect
in terminating the strike.

I was pleased to hear the hon. member for
Warrego and also other hon. members stress-
ing the importance of the construction of
the Charleville-Blackall railway. As I have
stated before, this is a most important rail-
way link, and would serve one of our greatest
assets. I do not wish to repeat my argu-
ment, but I hope the Minister, in the inter-
ests of his department, the pastoral industry,
and the interests of Queensland genera.lly
will help in the furtherance of this project.

I also sincerely hope that the Minister will
consider a reductlon in rents of pastoral
leases and grazing selections. It 1s most
important that we should conserve the
interests of these men, so that we may keep
them on the land. 1 have shown that they
have their backs to the wall, and unless
they receive favourable consideration from
the Government there is no hope of their
holding the land to the advantage of the
State and themselves.

There is just one other point which I
wish to allude to—that is the proposal of the
Government to amend the Income Tax Acts
to permit pastoralists and selectors to carry
forward their losses. It is a step in the



Supply.

right direction. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on their intention, but would point out
that unless this proposal 1s made retrospec-
tive—like many other legislative cnactments
of Labour Government&—thc desired effect
will be lost. That is because the man on
the land, especially the small selectors, will
not receive the benefits to which they are
entitled. If this legislation is not made
retrospective financial institutions will hesi-
tate to finance these men in future. The
reason is very simple. If they finance them
and are fortunate in having a good year
the Government claim approximately 40 per
cent. of the profits of that year if provision
is not made for carrying forward of losses
for the recent disastrous years.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will not be in order in referring to
prospective legislation. He will be in order
only in referring to the operations of the
department.

Mr. BELL: I bow to your ruling, Mr.
Hanscn, and will content myself with savmv
that T hope that when Mr. Leahy's report
is received it will not be mutilated or
pigeonholed. Ile is a man of knowledge.

Mr. FOLEY (Vormanby) [4.50 p.m.]: The
subject of land seitlement has been so
thoroughly discussed that I shall have difli-
culty in breaking new ground. The Minis-
ter has replied to many of the questions
hon. members have raised, and has pointed
out the nced for attentlon to many matters
that are of pressing importance in Queens-
land to-day. V\hou one comes to censider
the enormous amount of movey that has
been spent by Governments in Queensland
for the encouragement of land seftlement,
and the concessions that have beon given in

the way of vebates, reduction in capital
values, rent reduntlons and extension of
leases, it iz apparent that evervthing is not

as it should be in regard to land settlement
in thizs State.

The Minister has referred to the fact that
an  officrr of his department has been
appointed for the purpose of making an
extersive survey of Queensland with a view
to rTepo mg to the Minister on matters
appertaining  to land  scttlement. The
department in the past made a remarkable
mess of things in a number of its seftle-
ments. 1 have in mind the Callide Valloy
and Upper Burnett scttlement, in the survey
of which apparently little consideration was
given to what constituted a living area, with
the result that after that scttlement had
been in existence a few vears a commissicn
was appointed to investigate complaints bz
the settlers, which, after hearing evidence,
reported that a very big percentage of the
settlers had not a sufficiont area of land.
Tt is a question whether the mistakes that
were made in the past are not being repeated.
I had @ visit the other dav from a man who
left the Theodore avea after toiling hard for

eight wcars, and was offernd a mmnt right
ove: of the Eangella blocks in the
Central-North, ITe informed me that after

inspecting the block he decided not to take
it up. because he corsidered that anv man
who tock it up would need subsidising by
the Government for at least seven years. |
am not vouching for the soundness of the
man’s opinion; but he pointed out that the
land was too rugged, and it would take a
man seven or eight years to develop it to
a stage of production that would enable
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him to obtain a fair livelihood from dairy-
ing. If that statement is true, it behoves
tho Land Administration Board to adopt a
different system when areas are being cut up
for land settlement. Instead of attempting
to settle as many as possible on a particular
area, the object of the board should be to
investigate the possibilities of the soil and
fix an area that will enable a settler to
make a living.

There is no co-operation between depart-
ments. The experts of the Department of
Agriculture are not called into consultation
—at least, I am not aware that that is done.
There should be a system of conferences
between the various departments so that no
factor would be overlooked and the mistakes
of the past would not recur. I have in mind
the Upper Burnett settlement. A confer-
ence was arranged between  various
officers of the different departments. They
recommended that cheap tanks and dams be
provided on that settlement to obviate the
necessity of sinking expensive bores. Yet
notwithstanding those recommendations the
officers of the Department of Public Lands
established an Irrigation and Water Suppls
Department. That new department expanded
to such an extent that many settlers on that
settlement were actually bluffed by the f{ield
officers and decided against sinking their own
dams or tanks. They were forced to accept
the bores put down by the department. My
rearon for ralsing this matter is interwoven
with the appointment of Mr. Leahy. There
should be consultation and 00-01)01a1i0n with
the Department of Agriculture. Mr. Leahy
may have a fair amount of experienco in
the West and in the coastal arcas, but from
the scientific point of view I question
whether that gentleman has the slightest
knowledge regarding the improving of our
pasturage resources. Certainiy he may have
some general ideas as to what should be
done: on the other hand, he mav not bave
the slightest kuowledge. The Department

of Agriculture has recently appointed an
officer to investigate this question. A sum
of money has been specially alloitod for

that purpose. That department realises that
owing to overstocking in the past our
pus‘roml resources have been depleted and
desirss to find ways and means of restoring
them. There iz a nccessity for the nfficors
of the two departments to work in co-opera-
tion instcad of each adopting the attitude
that they and they akone are conversant
with land settlement problems. Tt iz wrong
that that should be the attitude of officers
of the State, but such is the case. The
result of efforts at land scttlement in the
past i3 proof of my contention.

Numerous mistakes have bheen made by
past Land Administration Boards and, in
fact. the prosent board. T doubt whether
the attempt being made to extend eperations
in the Theodore land settlement eheme has
received the careful consideration that it
warrants in the matter of granting snffi-
cient areas to enable settlers to meet exist-
ing conditions. This applies more varticu-
larlv to the area at some d!\l”]ﬂ(’(‘ from the
railway., Mr. T.eahy is confront-d with
many difficultics. considering he is bmnr
called upon to investigate the problems of
al' the distriets of Querns’and. From com-
plaints and reports that have been made to
me since I have represcnted the (Mallide
area I am sure Mr. Leahy could be profit-
ably engaged in that district for at least
twelve months,

Mr. Foley.]
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There is room for special investigation
into the reason why the smaller selectors
and farmers are £160,000 in arrears with
their rents, while the bigger pastoralists and
graziers are in arrears to the extent of only
about £18,000 or £19,000. I realise that
the main reason is the enormous fall in the
market price of their products, but coupled
with that is the fact that many of them
are unahle to adopt modern methods owing
to the small areas they hold—they must con-
tinue along the old rut, which is now univer-
sally recognised as being out of date.

Notwithstanding the fact that mistakes
have been made, the present Minister has
done much to overcome that trouble in
giving the bigger area to which I have
referred. When selections have been for-
feited, the Minister has instructed that
wherever possible the land shall be allotted
to a selector who has what is considered to
be less than the living area for that district.
The result is that these smaller men have
a greater scope for their operations and
more chance of making a reasonable living.

The Minister has also done much towards
rectifying the terrible bungle committed by
the Irrvigation and Water Supply Depart-
ment.  Apparently there was no watch
dog there. Hven the Land Administration
Board did not know what was happening
until this commission was appointed. The
result was that £16,000 had to be written
off because the commission realised that it
was impossible for those selectors to bear
the cost of installing a big water facility and
that an ordinary dam costing about £100
or £200 would have been sufficient to meet
all requirements.

I raise these points in an endeavour to
impress upon the Minister the necessity of
careful inquiry into all factors in future
land settlement and administration. While
it may be possible to farm all the year
round in some of the areas now being settled,
further co-operation is necessary between
the Department of Public Lands and other
Government departments. Marketing diffi-
culties, low price levels, possibilities of the
soil and protection against forcing a selector
to over-stock are all factors that need to be
considered.

In reference to the difficulties to be faced
by the selector in scrub areas, I think the
Minister could take into consideration the
need for recommending to the Government
free rental over the pioneering stage. He
mentioned in his reply that the Government
were opening land at the cheapest rate in
the world. He said it was 6d. an acre for
some of the good land in the North. I
desire to point out to the Minister that the
selector verv often is not able to use the
whole of his area immediately he goes on
to it. It takes years and years—sometimes
ten or twelve years—of pioneering work
before he is in a position to say he can use
it all. The result of this is that in the
initial stages he is paving the full rental for
the whole of his land; and that, to a certain
extent in some settlements I know of, has
been responsible for crippling him. With
the first reverse he gets he is put back years.
Particularly is this the case in the irrigation
areas. We find instances of men settling
on areas that are too small and using the
land for two or three years continuously in
the production of cotton or some other
single crop, with the result thet the land
becomes sick and the selector cannot allow
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a portion of it to lie fallow or put it under
manures, which is necessary. He has to
keep on working and put up with poor
results, end when the first reverse comes in
the shape of a bad crop he has no margin
to work on and therefore cannot meet his
commitnients. That is a difficulty that arises
in many areas. For that reason I suggest
that where there is hard pioneering work
such as the clearing of scrub to be contended
with, land should be free of rental for at
least a fow years. I have come to that con-
clusion as a result of realising what many
men in my district have had to go through.
After ten or twelve years they have not
even had a decent cottage to live in! They
owe huge debts to the Government, as the
result of a few reversals, If consideration
in this respect had been given to selectors,
arrears of dues to the Crown would not
have accrued as they have done to-day.

I commend these suggestions to the Minis-
ter for his consideration.

Mr. DANIEL (Keppel) [5.9 pm.]: I lis-
tened with great interest to the speech
delivered by the Minister this afternoon. It
is very gratifying indeed to hcar him say
that he has appointed a commission to go
into the matter of the conservation of water
in the West—on roads where cattle and
sheep travel. He said that the sum of
£70,000 had been allotted for this purpose,
but I think it would have been better if
the sum was £1,000,000. If £1,000,000 was
spent every year in the West, for the pur-
pose of conserving water, it would be a pro-
ductive proposition. Last year £4,000.000
was obtained from the back of the sheep
that was not obtained the year before. If
improved water facilities were provided.
there would probably be no need to travel
stock in manv cases. I mentioned a few
days ago, in another debate, that a friend
of mine had informed me that there was an
abundance of grass on many areas in the
West but no water supply and the sheep had
to be shifted. The Government should con-
sider an expenditure not of £70,000 but of
£1,000,000 per annum for the next ten years
on the improvement of water facilities on
stock routes. This proposal is a reproduc-
tive, one, it will give work for thousands of
men, and will return the outlay to the
Government.

I hope that the Government will soon
introduce a Bill to allow primary producers
to average their losses over a period of
five years for income tax purposes. I know
that I shall be out of order if I pursue that
subject any further.

I agree with the suggestion of the hon.
member for Normanby that new settlers
should be exempt from the payment of rent
for some years. I have advocated that
from my place in this Chamber time and
time again during the past six years. The
new settler is entitled to every consideration
from the Government. He is the man who
ploughs the furrow and helps to sustain the
people in the cities, and I hope that the
Minister will give favourable consideration
to the suggestion.

The hon. gentleman intimated that the
Government were making land available for
settlement at a rental as low as 6d. an acre.
It is a great pity that they do not investigate
the conditions of settlers who are paying 25s.
an acre. I know people paying 2bs. an acre
who are unable to provide suitable drinking
water for stock on their properties. Many
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wells have been put down, but in all cases
the results have been brine or brackish
water. I know that in some cases the
Government have extended assistance to these
settlers, and it is absurd to charge 25s. an
acre for land, especially when the tenants
are unable to provide suitable drinking
water for their stock.

When Sir Robert Philp was Premier of
Queensland, land was opened for selection
in my district at 2s. 6d. an acre, and although
I cannot claim that the people who took
up those areas are well-to-do to-day, I do
know that they have made rcasonable pro-
gress. The Moore Government also made
land available at the same figure.

Mr. O’KEErE: What type of land?

Mr. DANIEL: It was prickly-pear land,
but it was cleared largely at the expense of
the Government. I ask the Minister to
give consideration to those areas on which
26s. per acre is now being charged.

Mr. Hiimton:
freehold ?

Mr. DANIEL: It all depends on whether
it is a large area in the West or a small
area In our closely settled districts, I do
not believe in alienating large areas of
this State.

As the population of our cities and towns
increases, so the demand for public reserves
increases, It is only right that the public
should have these breathing places. Yep-
poon, a seaside resort in my electorate, has
not one yard of public reserve., If the
people were not able to forgather on the
sandy beaches 1t would be a very congested
area. In 1931 I suggested to the Secretary
for Public Lands that the reserves in No. 3
division of the shire of Livingstone should
be sold and the money allocated to the
purchase of a private property in Yeppoon
to be used as a reserve for public purposes.
The Minister agreed to the proposal, the
areas were surveyed, and everything was
in order for their sale.  Unfortunately
we were defeated in 1932, and the present
Minister refused to entertain the proposal.
I ask the Minister to réconsider his decision
because every city or town has a right to
recreation grounds,

I believe that local authorities should be
vested with the administration of the lands
in their areas. It is almost impossible for
the department to control efficiently land
situated, say, in the area of the hon. mem-
ber for Cairns. I do not Suggest that the
department should be abolished, simply
that the Government should vest in local
authorities for administrative purposes the
land in their areas, permitting them to
retain a certain amount of the revenue
received  for  developmenetal purposes.
Greater justice would be done to these areas
than at present. I am not belittling the
work of the department. In fact, I con-
gratulate the Minister on certain phases of
his policy. I recognise that without proper
administration no department can be sue-
cessfully administered, and I believe in
giving credit where credit is due. 1 have
placed many proposals before the depart-
ment, which has viewed them in the proper
light. The Minister is therefore to be
commended for giving that service to the
electors that they deserve. I never bring
a request before the Minister or an Under
Secretary wnless I am firmly convinced of

Are you arguing against

[22 OcToBER.]

Supply. 757

its merits, and would grant it myself. Then
I expect him to grant it.

The Bajool irrigation scheme has been
a source of annoyance for the last five years,
I received a letter this afternoon inform-
ing me the Sub-Department of Irrigation and
Water Supply is sending one of its officers
out to deal with the matter.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
was that scheme put into operation?

Myr. DANIEL: During the time the Moore
Government were in power. I was the father
of that scheme. Great difficulty is experi-
enced because of the nature of the soil, which
contracts and expands very quickly, and
breaks the corners of the pipes. In my
opinion galvanised iron pipes are the only
ones that will be found suitable in that
country.

The Minister stated the Department would
supply a flame thrower to destroy lantana
and the oil for fuel. What will the depart-
ment charge the councils for these things?

The SecreTARY FOR PuBLic LanDs: There
is no charge for the thrower or the oil.

Mr. DANIEL: The use of these throwers
will be of great benefit to many councils.

The SecreTary ForR Pusric Lawps: The
offer is not for an indefinite period. You
nced to get in quick and lively.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) {5.24 p.m.]:
I desire to bring under the notice of the
Minister a matter of considerable import-
ance to the residents of the further south
side of Brisbane, that is, the acquisition of
the Colmslie river beach. It is the only
natural beach on the Brisbane River, but,
unfortunately, with the exception of a small
area, the land has been allowed to pass into
the hands of private individuals. On Sun-
day afternoons and holidays it is not an
uncommon sight to see as many as 700 to
1,000 people—men, women, and children—
on that beach, and on Sunday afternoons
one may see 300 to 400 young people enjoy-
ing themselves in health giving recreation.
Tt is a very popular rendezvous for those
people who follow skiff racing and other
sailing.

The Secretary for Public Lands is sym-
pathetic to the acquisition of this property
as a public reserve. The Lord Mayor of
Brisbane, Alderman Jones, is also in accord
with the proposal. Both gentlemen have
done whatever has been asked of them by
either myself, Alderman McAuliffe, or the
Colmslie Beach organisation, composed of
residents of Murarrie, Cannon Hill, and
Morningside. Unfortunately, the Quaran-
tine Station, the property of the Common-
wealth Government, is located on the river
in the vicinity of the beach, and in order
to make a proper public reserve the land
owned by the Commonwealth Government
would have to be acquired. I understand
that the Secretary for Public Lands has
put to the Commonwealth Government a
generous proposal as a basis for negotiation,
but that the Commonwealth Government
have adopted an entirely unreasonable atti-
tude. They not only ask for a substantial
sum of money for the ground but also
demand that the Queensland Government
shall be responsible for the transfer of the
quarantine buildings to Lytton and their
re-erection at that site, or, alternatively,
adequate compensation for the construction
of new quarantine buildings at Lytton.

Mr. W.J. Coples.]

When
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There can be no doubt that Colmslie is
an unsuitable site for a quarantine station.
The Commonwealth authorities should realise
that fact. A quarantine ztation should never
have been built in such a locality. The
Minister for Health in the Commonwealth
Government should realise that he has some
responsibilities. Both the State Government
and the council of the city of Brisbane have
admitted that some responsibility devolves
on them. T sincerely trust that the Bklinis-
ter will continue negotiations with the Com-
monwealth Minister for Health and that
the latter will recognise the tremendous
value to the people of the Greater Brisbane
area of the acquisition of Colmslie, and
that any obstacles that may be raised will
not prove to be insuperable. As a matter
of fact, at the present time the Queensland
Government and the council of the city of
Brisbane have an opportunity of securing
a very important block of land at Colmslie,
adjacent to the area I have been discussing.
This cpportunity may not occur again, and
steps should be taken to purchase it for
the citizens of Brisbane.

At 5.30 p.m.,

Mr. O’Keerk (C'airns), oune of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. TAYLOR (Fnoggsra): The Secretary
for Public Lands and his officers are
to be congratulated on the excellent work
accrmaplished during the past year. But
for the efficient work of the department
the task of settling Queensland would be
considerably more difficult. The directions
of the Minister and their efficient fulfilment
by his officers have borne fruit. It is to
be hoped that Queensland will see a con-
tinuance during the coming twelve months
of the policy that has been carried out over
the past two years.

The question of droughts considerably
affects the revenue of the department and
the revenue of both State and Common-
wealth. It thercfore behoves the Govern-
ment and the pastoralists to consider very
carefully the happenings of the past decade.
When prices for primary products on the
local and oversecas market are rising, it is
easy for a pastoralist to forget that there
ever was 4 drought. But the main problem
confronting us to-day is the question whether
our lands are being denuded of the grasses
that have been the mainstay of the country
for a century. Some thirty years ago I
made a trip from Menindie on the Darling
River to the Balonne country in Queensland.
As that trip was made with pack horses,
I had a very fair opportunity of noticing
the country through which I passed. I par-
ticularly noticed that the Mitchell grass
in what is known as the corner of New
South Wales, round Mount Woods, Mount
Pocle, Mount Sturt, and other stations
adjoining the Quecnsland border, was more
prolific than it was on the northern side
of the fence, the Adelaide gate, and the
south (Comonogin  Station. The reason
seemed to be that the Queensland stations
were allowed to carry more stock than the
stations on the New South Wales side of
the border. It was really a question of
whether the continual eating out of the
Mitchell and other grasses reduced the
quantity of natural sced that was necessary
to maintain those lands in a condition suit-
able to carry a certain number of stock. If
we have a drought in the country away
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from the natural watercourses such as the
Warrego or Balonne Rivers, the grass does
not last out the period betwcen rainy
seasons. I recollect being on the Albumarle
Station on the Darling River in 1907 when
a drought occurred in the back country and
the owners were able to shift every hoof on
to the Darling River frontage, maintain the
stock there until shearing time, and turn
them on to the same pastures after shearing.
The reason was that they did not allow
them to cat out the frontages. At the time,
they had water and feed in the back coun-
try. Then again, they were able, in con-
junction with the New South Wales Govern-
ment, to put down a series of box tanks
that were flumed to stop them from
silting up. And when one comes to consider
it, a tank of 60,000 or 80,000 yards would
probably carry 10,000 or 12,000 sheep over a
period of two years. Onc can understand
that a station thus equipped could with-
stand a drought running into ten or twelve
months. There is no doubt that the back
country in Queensland, if properly handled,
offers just as good an inducement to the
stockowner as various areas of land in the
other States.

The preponderance of stock in those years
in Queensland was due to the very good
climatic conditions that had preceded the
1902 drought and the two or three good
years which followed. Losses due to the last
drought will seriously deplete the stocks
of the pastoralists for some years to come
and we can safely say that there will be no
question of over-stocking for some time. By
the combined efforts of the pastoralists and
the Government water conservation systems
might be established away from the river
frontages, where stock could be kept until
such time as it was necessary to shift them
to the river frontage blocks in the worst
times. Thus the necessity for a huge trans-
portation of stock from one district to
another by rail might be obviated. That
question in itself offers a problem to which
the pastoralists and the Government might
very well give serious consideration.

I know that the depletion of the Western
lard of sheep is duc to two or three factors,
Cattle have to a great extent taken the
place of sheep. Holdings that previously
ran 250,000 sheep arve now running 60,000 or
70,000 cattle. That is the case in the south-
castern portion of the State. Thirty years
ago, on Milo station, cver 250,000 sheep—
even 300,000—were shorn yearly. On the
same area to-day not 180,000 sheep are being
shorn. That gocs to show that there are
two or three factors militating against the
success of the pastoralists of the far West
in the struggle with droughts. I know per-
feetly well that there is no opporturnity for
water conservation on rivers like the War-
rego and the Balonne—in fact, anv of the
rivers in the south-western portion of Queers-
land, They flow too slowly to wash out the
silt.  There is plenty of wster in them at
the time of the wet season—probably more
water than one would imagine. T remember
secing the Warrego outside of Charleville
over 2 miles wide. Some of the larger holes
in that river have not beecn known to be
dry. A water conservation scheme would be
possible in Quecnsland if the rivers of the
Siate could be used for the purposc. There
can be no question of conservation of river
water in the drier areas; it might be better
to go in for a system of tanks, which were
used on the old stock routes thirty, forty,
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and fifty yecars ago. That is one of the
safest means of solving the problem of a
water supply in a time of drought.

I should like to congratulate the Minister
on having given some attention to the
settlement of lands in the northern coastal
belt. These lands are now coming into
their own ws dairying districts and Clump
Point, Eungella, and the Palmerston areas
may with confidence he recommended to
prospective settlers. The problem to be
tackled by any Government is that of secur-
ing land of the right type for suitable
settlers and making it available in reason-
able living areas. “The question of reason-
able living areas has not received sufficient
consideration from Governments in the past.
Soldier settlements were made available in
areas far too small, and in a number of
cases the same mistake was repeated in
making pastoral areas available for closer
settlement. The new settlers soon discovered
that the areas were tco small to permit
them to make a living, and they were com-
pelled to come to the Government for relief.
In many instances the latter had to group
two or three contiguous blocks to enable
one man to earn a reasonable living., I
spent a considerable portion of my boyhood
days in the western districts of New South
Wales, and I know that after the leases of
some of the pastoral properties expired—
including Albumarle, Cuthero, Polio, Ana-
branch, and Netley—land was subdivided
into arcas of 20,000, 30,000, and 40,000 acres
according to type and the amount of salt-
bush and scrub that it carried. In some
cases the land was sufficient to carry 2,000,
3,000, 5.000, and even 10,000 shecp. A
reasonable living can be made from 5,000
sheep. The Government of Queensland will
have to give very serious consideration to
the areas that are to be made available for
closer settlement in the future. We cannot
afford to repeat the mistake made in con-
nection with soldier settlements, which
cost. the country £2,000,000. The money was
absolutely wasted.

I do not wish to deal at length with the
question of forestry, because there is a
separate vete for that sub-department, but
I congratulate the Minister on his foresight
in connection with reafforestation. He has
been careful to create sufficient timber
reserves to cater for the future timber needs
of the people.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) [5.44 p.m.]:
I offer the Mlinister my congratulations on
the sympathetic way he has administered
his department. People on the land through-
out Queensland who have approached the
Minister with their difficulties have received
every consideration and, in many cases, a
measure of relief. I have no desire to give
special attention to any department, but as
a man from the land I naturally come more
in contact with the staff of this department
than of others. I have always received the
utmost attention and courtesy in my business
with the departments. In addition to con-
gratulating the Minister on his administra-
tion, I congratulate him upon his staff, for
they are of great assistance to him in the
discharge of his onerous duties.

This department is one of the most
important that come under our purview. It
has a bearing on the welfare of this State,
whose importance cannot be over-estimated,
for all our wealth comes from the land.
Hon. members opposite have criticised the
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land policy of the Government—wrongly.
Leaschold is the only tenure that is con-
sistent with our policy, which has the well-
being of the community at heart.

Mr. GoprreY MORGAN : Is your farm free
hold or leasehold?

Mr., H. H. COLLINS: Frechold.

Mr. Goprrey Morcax : Like cvery one of
vour party!

Mr. Y. H. COLLINS: Not necessarily. }
shall deal with that point at a later stage
Land dees not belong to a particular section
of the people cr to a particular generation
Therefore 1t is the duty of the Government
to protect, not the present generation alone,
hut also future generations, Land values
do not stand still, because they are directly
influenced by the value of the product
grown. These values change from time to
time. For instance, some land may have
verv little value at the present time, because
we know of no useful crop it will grow, bul
who can say that in fifteen years’ time or
less a crop of value will not be grown on it?

Mr. Goprrry Morean: Will the farmer
not be responsible for that?

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: Not the farmer
necessarily ; it may be the scientist, or plant
brecder—these people are continually evolv-
ing new crops. It is the Government’s duty
to protect the public estate, for it ix an
estate worth protecting. It is for the reasons
I indicated that thce Government from time
to time find it necessary to revalue land.
At all times the Government are recognised
as a sympathetic landlord. The westera
pastoral leases afford a striking oxample in
that respect. The Government have afforded
pastoral lesseces drought relief where neces-
sary. If that land were frechold its owners
could not obtain drought relief. DMany pas-
toral le:sees are unable to meet their obli-
gations to the Crown because they purchased
their propertics when the value of their
ploauct was high and later t}mt value fell.
That is a very serious factor in the cxchange
cf land from one person to another.

There arc many hon. members in this
Committee, and many people who have
gone on the land who have not a proper
view of land settlement. My idea of settling
people on the land is to enable them to
make a living from working the land. I
venture to say that more money has been
made by people selling the land than by
people working it, and that practice is
wrong in principle. Labour has done a
great deal to make it more profitable to
work the land, and it 1s desirable that more
consideration should be given to that aspect
of the matter. The working of the land
should be made a profitable eccupation, but
in most instances the people derived most
profit from the land when they sold it.

Mr. GoDrreY Moraan: After thirty years’
work on it.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: If they had been
working the land for thirty years on profit:
able values they would not have been look
ing for the profit to be derived from selling
it.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN :
derived from selling it was the onl
egg they had after thirty years o
work.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: I do not say they
are not entitled to something: they are
entitled to a profit out of working the land

Mr.H. H. Collins.]

The profit they
nesé
hard
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That is the principle that governs Labour’s
land settlement policy. Very often the
value of land is increased owing to its
transfer from the classification of country
land to that of town and city land. A city
is created as a result of the building of
roads, railways and harbour facilities, and
the increase in land values as a result of
that community effort should belong to the
people generally and not to some fortunate
person who secured it on a frechold basis
before the city was built. The land on
which the city of Brisbane was built was
one time classed as country land, and I
do not think any hon. member in this
Committee will argue that the tremendous
increase in the value of that land—which is
due to community effort—should belong to
some person who was fortunate enough to
obtain freehold rights to it some fiity or
sixty years ago. The system of leasehold
preserves the right to the land for future
generations, and that is a right to which
they are entitled.

In 1929 the Opposition Party promised
that if returned to power they would give
the returned soldier settlers on the Atherton
Tableland the right to convert their hold-
ings into freehold, and only three out of
ninety settlers took advantage of that offer,
and those three were sorry for it. Those
settlers recognised they were on a better
footing under the leasehold system.

The pastoral holdings in the western
portion of the State afford one of the best
examples of the advantage of the leasehold
principle. The hon. member for Dalby
would not suggest that those pastoral leases
should be convertible to freehold.

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: I am against free-
hold for pastoral holdings.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: The same prin-
ciple applies to the smaller areas. The fact
that these leasehold rentals can be varied
from time to time as the land increases in
value indicates that leasehold is the correct
policy for any Government to pursue,

The Secretary for Public Lands has intro-
duced a scheme whereby suitable roads are
built to areas before they are taken up by
settlers. That is a very commendable
system, and one that was long overdue.

Hon. members know of many settlers whe
have had to transport their produce and
necessities over roads well nigh impassable
for vehicular traffic. Settlers are opening
up new avenues of wealth for the State, and
they should not be asked to undergo
unnecessary hardships. The Minister in his
wisdom has done much to alleviate the dis-
tressing hardships that besct many of our
older primary producers.

The hon. gentleman is to be commended
for opening up a passage over the table-
lands of North Queensland, from Hughenden
to Cairns. This will give our Western
settlers access to the better climatic con-
ditions prevailing on the tablelands, and
the opportunity of cnjoying the ad\antaues
of sea bathing on the coast. In addlt‘on
the Western pcople will be able to obtain
supplies of frgsfpl fruit, vegetables, milk,
and many other necessary articles of diet
previcusly denied to them. The lack of the
necessarz quantity of these commodities has
been a handicap in the rearing of children
in the Western parts of the State. The high-
way will also prove a veritable boon in the
transportation of fodder to starving stock
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in the Western country. It is work such as
this that demonstrates the national outlook
of the present head of the Department of
Public Liands, and I am sure hon. members
fully applcclate the very valuable work he
is doing. When new lands are to be thrown
open for settlement a very great responsi-
bility rests on the Government to see that
the areas allotted to the settlers are suf-
ficient to enable them to make a livelihood.
The Government invite people to invest
their money in settlement. This invitation
implics that the project is sound, and in
order that the new settlers shall be pro-
tected and the public estate also, the Govern-
ment should make certain that the project
is a payable one. The Government should
be -prepared to back up their invitation by
financial assistance from the Agricultural
Bank to a greater extent than has been
the case in the past. If the project is con-
sidered a sound investment for the money
of individuals, it should also be a sound
one for that of the Government,

Mr. Moorg: The settlers will have to be
picked.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: It may be neces-
sary to pick them to a certain extent.
Public mouey is expended in the con-
struction of roads, railways and harbours,
all for the purpose of developing the land,
and all this work would be futile if people
who could make the best use of the land
were not allowed to settle on it. There should
be some grading of scttlers, and I am sure
that the Minister in his wisdom has done
so where the occasion has demanded it.

At 7 pm.,
The CuamrMaN resumed the chair.

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: The ever-recur-
ring problem of drought must be faced in
a very determined manner. Drought is one
of the difficulties with which the pastoralist
has had to contend ever since Queensland
has been a State. It is no use saying,
“ Leave it to this” and ¢ Leave it to that,
the problem will be solved.”” 8o far it has
not been solved, and it never will be solved
until definite action is taken. This is a
problem that cries aloud for solution. The
fact that a problem is difficult to solve is
no reason why a solution should not be
sought. I am very pleased that the Minister
is making full investigation into this matter
because a solution of this difficulty will
greatly increase our wool output and, to a
certain extent, our cattle production.

The maize industry will also benefit in
certain cases. 1 believe that maize could
be economically and profitably used in the
pastoral industry. The main consideration
is that the people concerned as buyers should
be able to purchase their maize at a reason-
able price, and one at which the producer
can afford to sell. An intelligent system
bringing the pastoral industry into close
contact with that of the farmer will assist
both the Western people and the maize
growers. Qucensland is more suited to the
growing of maize than any other State in
the Commonwealth, but we are producing
only very small quantities because of the
difficulty of finding a market for it over
a period of years. 1t is possible to double
our maize production in Queensland, and at
the same time, render very great service
to the western sheep industry.
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I am not satisfied that the possibilities of
irrigation in the western country huve been
fully investigated. It may be that the
possibilities are not great, but at the same
time I believe the Government could well
spend money on a very exhaustive inquiry
to see what can be done for the conservation
of water in the pastoral districts so that
lucerne and other crops of value to our
sheep in times of drought may be grown.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN:
maize by irrigation?

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: Yes.

Mr. Goporrey MorGan: T thought maize
needed rain on the top at certain periods?

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: You could irrigate
the ground and I think the other would be
all right. Possibly some of the sorghums
could be grown more easily than maize in
the drier western arcas. In any system of
fodder conservation for the purpose of
saving the pastoral industry, it is better
to grow the bulky products in the country
where the stock are reared, because of the
high cost of transport. Maize, being more
highly concentrated, can be, and is, trans-
ported much more cheaply.

I am very pleased to know that the Minis-
ter is having investigation made into the
possibilities of irrigating our Northern
tobacco lands. It has been proved that the
Mareeba district is capable of growing the
best tobacco in Australia, but the difficulty
we have to overcome is the uncertain rainy
season. Rain comes, but not at regular
intervals. Irrigation to enable growers to
establish their crops in the field would aid
tremendously in overcoming many of the
problems of the industry. I am satisfied
that it will yet become one of very great
importance to the State and profitable to
the growers in it. Up to the present time
they have had a very bad time.

I hope that the Federal Government will
give the industry the consideration it war-
rants, We have proved that we can grow
in this country tobacco suitable to the
smoker’s palate. During the period of sym-
pathetic ~administration by the Scullin
Government, the tobacco crop inecreased from
400,000 1b. a year to something over
12,000,000 1b., all of which went into con-
sumption. With the return of the Lyons
Government and the imposition of adverse
duties, that production has fallen back till
last year it was only a little over 1,000,000
Ib. The Federal Government have not given
the industry the support to which 1t is
entitled, particularly when one considers
that the Federal Government take over
£7,000,000 a year out of the tobacco indus-
try.

The tobacco-grower has had much to learn,
and he has not been guided as fully as he
might by the experts. No doubt they have
given valuable assistance, but, like every-
body else in a new industry, have a good
deal to learn.

The grower, in many instances, after
having invested his money, has found that
he has bought land entirely unsuitable for
the production of the best leaf. That should
have been foreseen, and great care should
have been exercised In opening land for
tobacco growing. Mistakes occur from time
to time, and they cannot always be avoided.
Tremendous pressure was brought to bear

Can you grow
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on the Government at the time to open up
this land. In many cases growers were
put in an unfortunate position. The best
thing to do is to try to see what can be
done by irrigation in that country, which
has proved itself to be most successful for
tobacco growing. I have no fear that many
of the growers who have had a very lean
time in the tobaceo industry will even-
tually be rewarded and that the industry
will come into its own.

Reforestation is one of the things that
have claimed the attention of the Govern-
ment. I would urge the mecessity of inquir-
ing into every phase of the possibilities
of our great Northern scrubs with a view
to seeing if some better use cannot be made
of them than by destroying them to make the
land available for other purposes. I believe
that those scrubs have possibilities that we
do not realise at the present time. I do
not propose that we should lock up the land
and leave it idle. My idea is that an
exhaustive inquiry should be made into the
possibility of making paper from those
scrubs, by which a greater amount of labour
would be employed than by merely destroy-
ing them to make the land available for
other uses.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [19
p.m.]: The hon. member who has just
resumed his seat is a practical farmer and
he has introduced the evergreen topic of
freehold versus perpetual leasehold. I sup-
pose that we shall have conflicting views on
this subject for many years to come. It is
purely a matter of opinion. The hon. mem-
ber for Cook should know that agriculturists
generally are confronted with a difficult
economic task. TUnlike the men In most
other industries, they have no control over
the prices of their products and are
at the mercy of the markets. When
prices are good a reasonable living may be
made, but, unfortunately, farmers usually
show a loss. Very few people would be
induced to settle on the land if the oppor-
tunities for profit were the only attraction.
They would prefer to remain in the city to
enter the (Government service or to engage
in some other profitable occupation. The
important inducement held out to prospec-
tive land settlers is the opportunity to make
their land freehold under certain conditions
laid down by the Government in power. It
is true that the Governments of  Queensland
have, generally speaking, deemed it unwise
to make large pastoral holdings available
with freehold tenures, but they made free-
hold land available in agricultural distriets.
They realised that it would be in the
undoubted interests of future generations not
to alienate large aggregations of pastoral
properties. I have had a lifelong experi-
ence on the land, not only in Queensland bug
also in Victoria, whence I came, and if I
had not had the opportunity to secure land
in this State on a freehold basis I should
not have taken it up. I came to this State
with my wife and children in a group of
fourteen settlers. We had a certain amount
of capital and we all settled in the district
where I live. We do not regret for a
moment that we left Victoria to settle in
this State, but if we had not been allowed
to take up freehold land there would have

Mr. Morgan.]
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been the same difficulty in promoting land
settlement as there is to-day.

Mr. WeLLINGTON: You all made good in
Queensland.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We did, and
we have no regrets about our coming. Many
thousands of settlers also came from New
Zealand to take advantage of land that was
available on a freehold tenure. They settled
in Queenslnd first under the Kidston regime,
then the Philp regime, and later under the
Denham Government. So attractive were
the land settlement conditions that were
offered by those Governments that thousands
of people flocked to this State, and they
have done their share in developing it. That
cannot be denied. Wherever one goes in any
part of Queensland one will find Southerners
and people from overseas who have done
their share to develop this country and are
now excellent Queenslanders. Generally
speaking, they are satisfied with their lot,
but always remember that they would not
have been attracted to this country if it had
not been for the fact that land was made
available on freehold conditions.

Mr. H. H. Coiung: Would not an

increased profit have offered a greater
inducement ?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It is all very
well to speak like that.

M?r. JESSON : What about the sugar indus-
try?

. Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The sugar
Industry is an exception. The hon. member
knows ‘what they have to contend with. The
sugar industry nestles in the lap of the
politician.

Mr. Jesson: You know nothing about

sugar.
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I know this
much about it: that the moment the

Southern politicians decide not to renew the
present Sugar Agreement the retail price of
sugar will be reduced by 1d. a Ib. The sugar
industry will then be on the same basis
as any other primary producing industry.
We all know the agitation that is continually
arising in Victoria against the renewal of
the Sugar Agreement, and the hon. member
must not overlook the possibility that some
day there may be a party in the Common-
wealth Parliament sufficiently strong to pre-
vent it. The sugar industry then will not
be in its present flourishing condition.

The hon. member for ook and myself own
our own properties. The owner of a free-
hold property works and develops it with
the idea of doing the best with it. If one
worked a perpetual leasehold property one
would naturally feel that it was not his
property and instead of putting profits back
into the land and thus developing it he
would put them away as a nest egg. The
hon. member for Cook says that the land
belongs to the people, and that none should
have been alienated. My point is if one
improves perpetual leasehold land he is
improving somebody else’s property. The
unfortunate result then is that instead of
the savings being replaced in the property
they are put into the bank or used to pur-
chase an additional property. I always put
some of the money I make from my property
back into it instead of in the bank. I realise
that by expending these savings in ring-
barking, water conservation, fencing, and
other improvements I am increasing its
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carrying capacity. I improve my property
with the idea that somc day I shall be able
to sell it at an appreciated price. My
property was worth about £1,000 when I
selected it and after 1 have worked it for
twenty-five years its value is £10,000. I claim
that the money invested in it has been
responsible for growing two blades of grass
where only one previously grew, and, there-
fore, I am entitled to that money and no
one should prevent me from having it. A
leasehold property is a different proposition
altogether. I observe from experience In
travelling through the State—and the hon.
member for Cook has no doubt had the same
experience—that the man on a {rechold
property has a beiter homestead and better
improvements, and that the property itself
is kept in better order and condition than a
similar property held under perpetual lease-
hold. Tt is a more progressive property in
every way.

Whenever I come to a place and I observe
that the gates are good, the wire in the
fences is well strained, and the buildings
are in a good state of repair, I come to the
conclusion that that property is freehold;
and when I come to a property that has a
barbed wire gate and the fences and build-
ings are in a state of disrepair I have no
hesitation in saying that it i1s leasehold.

If the hon. member for Normanby leased
a property at a certan rental and a panel
fell off the front fence, would he get a nail
and hammer and put it on again? Or if the
house fell into a state of disrepair would he
repair it? No, he would rely on the landlord
to do that. He would say to himself, “ I am
paying a rental.” If a man improves a place
for which he is paying a rental he may be
forced to vacate it at any time. The lease-
ho!d system will not work, human nature
being what it is. A man who owns his
own property has some incentive to improve
it, he takes a pride in it. The freehold
system tends to make a Dbetter citizen
because it cncourages the owner of land to
improve his property when he has money to
spare, with the result that more employment
is given and the State benefits.

It is all very well to bc wedded to a
principle. It is all very well for Karl Marx
and the Labour Party to say, ‘“ The land
belongs to the people and no individual has
a right to own it.” That does not work
out in practice. If the hon. member for
Cook spent his time on a leasehold property
he would probably discover that after all
his years of labour the only wealth he had
was the leasehold value of his property.

The Moore Government told the people
that they would allow them to convert their
holdings to freehold, with the result that
practically all of the people holding land
under the leasehold system converted it to
freehold, and there were only one or two
instances where people reconverted to lease-
hold. The present Government may be in
power for four, five, ten, or twenty years,
but there will be a change some day, and
when that change takes place the new
Government will give those people who are
now compelled to take up land under the
leasehold system the opportunity of con-
verting it to freehold, and I venturc to say
that 90 per cent. of them will avail them-
selves of that opportunity.

In New Zealand at one time they had per-
petual leasehold, but the Government allowed
a conversion to freehold, the result being
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that now the majority of holdings are free-
hold.

During the Labour regime the number of
perpetual leaseholds will accumulate, but
immediately on a change of Government that
tenure will be converted to freehold. In a
great number of instances the only induce-
ment to settlers to remain on their holdings
is the fact that in a period of years the
value of the land will increase. A property
worth £1,000 to-day may, after a lifetime,
be worth ;Bl0,000. Tt is not the amount that
the settler obtains vearly from his land
but the anticipated accumulation of wealth
that causes him to retain it. A property
increased in value from £1,000 to £10,000
in three or four decades will be the result of
a lifctime of labour for a farmer, his wife,
and several children.

The Land Act passed by the Moore Govern-
ment has been responsible for the appreciable
increase in land sett.ement that has taken
place during the last three years. That Act
was the best of its kind ever passed by any
State in the Commonwealth. The proof of
this is that the present Government have
not seen fit to make any amendment, with
one exception—the making of pclpetual
leasehold “compulsory, as against optional
perpetual leasehold or freehold. During the
administration of the Moore Government it
was left to the discretion of the selector to
take up land on either of these tenures, and
the number of applications for freehold
proved that leaschold was not popular with
settlers, The present Government made per-
petual leasehold a compulsory condition,
and selectors accepted that form of tenure,
knewing that some day there would be a
change of Government, and their tcnure
eould be changed to that of freehold.

Mr. O’KEEFE:
that.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: A number of
people sought my advice before sending in
app.ications for perpetual leasehold land.
I advised them to make application, and on
a change of Government they could con-
vert to the freehold tenure. That was quite
a legitimate thing to do. There is no elec-
torate where more settlement has taken
place than that I represent in this Chamber.
That remark applies more particularly to
my former electorate, Murilla, where, owing
to the destruction of prlck]y pear, vast areas
are now available for sheep and cattle.
The hon. member for Enoggera was of the
opinion that pastoralists were neglecting
sheep and going in for cattle raising. 1
find that tho opposite is the case in my
district, where there is a change over from
cattle to sheep,

Mr. O’Keere: What about the Burnett?
At one time that was all under sheep.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Burnett
district at one time was devoted to wool
growing, but at the present time dairying
is chiefly occupying the attention of the
settlers.  There is a difference between
dairying country and cattle country. The
hon. member for Enoggera was referring to
beef cattle grazing. In my district the
settlers are going in for wool growing, and
in my opinion they are wise. Wool pro-
duction has increased enormously in recent
years.

Mr. TayLor: Because a lot of the prickly-
pear land is now available for sheep.

It is hardly correct to say

[22 OcroBER.]

Supply 763

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: That is so,
but the increase in wool production will be
reflected in decreased cattle production.

I cannot understand why the Secretary
for Public Lands has such a love for the
Alsatian dog. 'The Speaker of this Assembly
and other Government members represent-
ing sheep areas are definitely in favour of
banishing it from those districts. I cannot
understand why the members of the Govern.
ment Party are not sufﬁmently strong to
compel the Minister to introduce a Bill
authorising local authorities to prohibit its
introduction into sheep areas. I have no
objection to the citizens of Brisbane keeping
wolves in their back yards if they so desire,
but I do object to the wolf being allowed
in the country to cross with the dingo and
produce a breed that is intelligent, strong,
and capable of causing enormous damage
to stock. These dogs may kill a thousand
sheep in one night. Although it is the
individual owner that may lose, the problem
is @ mnational one, because the dogs are
destroying one of the sources of the State’s
revenue. The Alsatian dog .is shrewd and
cunning and when it crosses with the dingo
a much more vicious, intelligent and
dangerous breed than the ordinary dingo
is produced. The New South Wales Govern-
ment have passed an Act authorising local
authorities to prohibit the introduction of
the Alsatian into sheep areas, and we should
do the same.

The Minister suggested that the problem

was one for the Commonwealth., Dingoes
are not found all over Australia. I doubt
whether they exist in Victoria. There the

Alsatians cross with the ordinary town dog.
These cross breeds go out from the towns
and destroy the sheep, but the owner in
thﬂt State has a remedy. He takes the law
into his own hands and distributes balts
round the town. The sad part about that
is that although he destroys the killer, the
wxol] kept innocent dogs suffer also. Tt 1s
only right that the l\Ilnlitm should recon-
sider this matter and give the local authori-
ties in Queensland the samec power as they
have in New South Wales, This is not a
Commonwealth matter. The Government
have taken steps to remedy the nuisance in
New South Wales, and what does it matter
whether there are Alsatian dogs in Victoria
or not?

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. OKEEFE (Cairns) [1.36 p.m.]: 1 think
the hon. member for Dalby really made oub
a case for Derpetual leasehold, which is
the Labour Party’s policy. We had three
years of the Moore Gmommcnt when a
chanee was made from the policy that the
Labour Government had carried out for so
many years. and very few people on the
Atherton Tableland took advantage of the
offer of freehold. It was pointed out by the
hon. member for Cook that in that portion
of the State only about two or three returned
soldiers took advantage of the change In

the 1929 election campaign, when I was
representing Chillagece, I remember the
Nationalist  Party organiser, Mr., J.

McDonald, making a gleat mouthful about
Labour’s p()]l(‘V and endeavouring to get the
votes of sold’er settlers by oﬁellng them a
change of tenure bv a change of Covern-
ment—which did take place—vet whilst he
was advceating that system I had a letter

Mr. O’Keefe.]
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from that gentleman asking me to get the
Agricultural Bank to purchase land under
freehold so that it might be made available
to him on perpetual leaschold tenure. That
goes to show that even the Nationalist Party
agree that Labour’s policy is the best.
The hon. member for Dalby argues that
if a person has a perpetual leasehold he will
neglect his land—allow the fences to go to
ruin_and the gates of the homestead to fall
to pieces. That is not so. I say under that
tenure the more a man works his farm or
selection, whichever it may be, the better
the price he is likely to get when selling it.

_An Orposition MemBER: He cannot pay
his rent.

Mr. OKEEFE: That applies when the
public purse is used to improve the sur-
roundings of his property. If a railway is
constructed through his property, it is
improved, and he must be prepared to meet
the Government’s demand for a higher
rental. He knows that when he rents the
property from the Government. As a matter
of fact, the statements made by the hon.
member who has just resumed his seat are
altogether false, as applied to the people
who leave the country and go to live in the
cities. The Minister in charge of the depart-
ment will point out that in most cases in
the north-western portion of the State, when
land is offered under our tenure, there are
hundreds of applicants for one of perhaps
forty or fifty blocks. That goes to show
that the people are prepared to accept
Labour’s policy, which, to my mind, is right.
It protects the unfortunate chap who gets
into financial difficulties through no fault of
his own from being fleeced by those people
who come to his help by giving him a few
pounds and are only too ready to grab his
possessions from him. That state of affairs
does not apply only to the small man. It
was done in the past by banking and finan-
cial institutions with cattle statlons as is
well known to every member in this' Cham-
ber. I congratulate the Minister on the
wonderful results he has achieved since he
has been in charge of the department. I
am confident that he will continue to give
excellent service.

I hold the view that we should make the
maximum area available for settlement, but
I should also like to see a sum of money
appropriated to assist the existing settlers
who are endeavouring to carry on in the far-
Western portions of the State in defiance
of the ravages of drought. The Government
are to be commended for their proposal to

rovide water facilities on stock routes. I

know from experience that water is of the
utmost importance to travelling stock, especi-
ally over long stages. There are times when
stock routes carry a reasonable body of feed,
but because of the scarcity of water it 1s
impossible to drove sheep and cattle. The
proposal by the Government will assist sheep
and cattle owners to a very material extent.
If stock routes are in close proximity to
railway lines and water is available but
natural feed is scarce, fodder can be con-
veyed by the railway to certain points where
the sheep may be watered and fed perhaps
while resting for a couple of days. I have
no doubt that the proposal by the Govern-
ment will be specially welcomed by owners
who travel their stock long distances.

I should like to refer again to the neces-
sity for constructing a railway link from
Charleville to Blackall. The construction of
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this line would give the greatest measure
of help to stockowners and afford a wonder-
ful opportunity to provide work for our
unemployed. It would give a good return
to the Government and assist stockowners
very considerably during periods of drought.
I do not think that the Government could
possibly make a mistake by the construction
of this line. The report of the Royal Com-
mission on Public Works, which inquired
Into the construction of this line in 1920,
is very interesting, and I urge hon. members
to read it. Nearly every witness who gave
evidence before the commission fifteen years
ago contended that 10,000 to 30,000 and
40,000 acres of land would be required in the
neighbourhood of the line to enable a land-
owner to make a reasonable living. No
doubt hon. members know that a smaller
area of well-grassed and well-watered land
is required to make a living than of land of
inferior quality. When I read the report
of the royal commission it occurred to me
that a considerable change has taken place
since that time. Practically every experi-
enced landholder will contend to-day that
60,000 acres are required to make a living
from sheep raising in the area. The
Government would be well advised to hold a
further inquiry into the matter and to
ascertain the value of the land. They would
do a good service to the State, provide
undoubted assistance to the people already
on the land, and save on an average at
least £1,000,000 worth of sheep every year.
On the Address in Reply I pointed out
that in a major drought, which occurs once
in every five years, sheep approximating
£6,000,000 in value perlshed Therefore, if
the Government by the construction of this
railway connection could save a national
asset of the value of £1,000,000 in a year
they would be making a wise investment.

On behalf of the people in the far North
and myself, I thank the Minister for the
good work he has done in the past and is
doing at the present time. The policy of
reduced rentals, especially in respect of new
land, has met with warm approval. New
settlers appear to be well satisfied with their
conditions. I hope that land that will be
opened for selection in the future will be
offered at rates that will enable intending
selectors to make a comfortable living.

A week or two ago I had the pleasure
of accompanying the Minister for Transport,
the hon, member for Isis, and several of my
own colleagues to the Bundaberg district.
The Minister received a number of deputa-
tions, one of which urged the construction
of a small length of railway to give trans-
port facilities to settlers. Statements were
made that forced me to the conclusion that
the suggestion was well worth investigating.
I understand, as the hon. member for Nor-
manby qtates that it is the practice of the
Department of Agriculture and the Depart-
of Public Lands to co-operate in matters of
common policy. They should co-operate in
reference to this request. I was surprised
to hear one member of the deputation inform
the Minister that he bad cleared £400 in
six months from a small area on which he
grew sugar-cane and cotton, and did a little
dalrymg He also made the further state-
ment that he expected to make a similar
amount in the ensuing six months. If those
results are possible from a farm situated
some miles away from a railway they would
be enhanced if this settler and others in the
district had railway communication. There
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are great opportunities for people to settle
on the land and make good like this settler.
I understand that the Minister recently
paid a visit to this centre, and I hope that
he will confer with the Minister for Trans-
port.

It affords me pleasure to know that the
Miniister has done such good work in his
department. I hope he will continue to
give his good services to the State, and that
the results will be even greater than those
he has achieved in the past. I am quite
satisfied that when the hon. gentleman gets
a proper insight into the conditions of the
selectors in the far-western and central-
western districts he will do something for
the sheep industry along the lines I have
indicated.

. Mr. BRAND (Zsis) [7.50 p.m.}: I was
interested to hear the Minister give as the
reason for the perpetual leasehold system
that under it the Crown could give relief
to settlers during difficult periods.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
was one reason.

Mr. BRAND: I thought the hon. gentle-
man said that was the main reason. This
is the first time a Labour member or a
Labour Minister has stated that as a reason.
I thought the reason why Labour adopted
the perpetual leasehold system was that the
State might secure an annual rental from
the land and, as it increased in value, greater
revenue by the reappraisements. The
Opposition have always recognised the merits
of the freehold system because they realise
that it provides a greater incentive for the
settler and enables him to make a better
livelihood. During the Moore regime, 1,847
settlers who held land under the perpetual
leasehold system availed themselves of the
opportunity of converting it into freehold
tenure—which indicates the popularity of
the freehold system—and thus benefited to
the extent of £375,645; and only 8 out of
882 converted freehold tenures to perpetual
leasehold tenures, and in those cases the land
in question was not suited to agricultural
purposes and the settlers desired to benefit
from the immediate cheaper rental. People
engaged in agricultural pursuits regard free-
hold tenure as the most advantageous for
them. We recognise that leasehold is the
better form of tenure for the pastoral
industry, and during the time the Moore
Government were in office they recognised
that fact; but as far as the farming com-
munity is concerned the freehold system is
more suitable.

That

A GOVERNMENT
perpetual leasehold
pastoralist ?

Mr. BRAND: He ulitises a much larger
area than the agricultural farmer, and
under a grazing lease has the right to con-
vert a certain area to a secure tenure on
the completion of his lease.

The Moore Government gave great assist-
ance to the pastoral and grazing farmers
of this State. During their period of office
it was recognised the land laws were the
best that Queensland had experienced. I
am pleased to know that the Minister is
continuing the system of relief in operation
from 1929 to 1932, which was vastly different
from the policy of previous Governments,
who extracted as much as possible from the
producers. Again in this session of Parlia-

MEemBER:  Why is the
system better for the
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ment we urge that the Government will
recognise the rights of the people engaged
on the land and give to them the tenure
that they consider will not only give the
best service to the State, but also afford
them the best chance of earning a livelihcod.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon, P. Pease, Herbert) [7.55 p.m.]: The
hon. member for Stanley questioned the
wisdom of the suggestion made from this
side of the Chamber regarding an investiga-
tion of the necessity to restrict the stocking
of pastoral areas. The Government purpose
investigating that prcblem. The hon. mem-
ber is wrong in his statement that such a
restricticn would be against the interests of
the man on the land, particularly the pas-
toralist. In many instances people have to
be protected from themselves, and I am
quite satisfied, as a result of the last drought,
that any wsettler who carries more stock than
his land really should carry is doing an
injury to himself,

The hon. member also spoke of selection
rents as being based on unsound valuations,
Hon. members have listened to an interest-
ing discussion of freehold tenure as against
leasehold tenure; but it would be interest-
ing to ascertain exactly on what those who
advocate freehold tenure would base their
valuations. The owner of frechold land sells
it at the highest price obtainable, and not
on the capacity of the land to produce. If
the ‘whole of the land in Queensland were
held on freehold, where could the hon. mem-
ber for  Stanley obtain any basis for the
valuation of new land? The basis should be
a fair valuation and not a speculative valua-
tion. The basis should be the productive
capacity of the land. The value adopted by
the Government is the result of the recom-
mendation of their officers, whose duty it is
tc take a basis that will enable men going
on the land a chance of earning a living.
The hon. member advocates the freehold
tenure, and then complains of the valuation
of selection rentals made by a Government
that stands for leasehold tenure. He is really
destroying his own argument. Where would
the people on the land be to-day were it not
for the selection rentals based on fair yalua-
tion and not on speculative valuation? An
inspection and comparison of the freehold
land of Queensland to-day with adjoining
leaseholds will prove that the frecholder is
paying perhaps ten times more for his land
than his neighbours on leaschold land.

The Labour Government can extend con-
sideration to the men on the land because
of our admitted policy of leasehold tenure.
The hon. member for Isis crossed swords
with me for stating that it was on account
of leasehold tenure that the Government
were able to do something for the men on
the land. We always endeavour to do scme-
thing for the primary producers. A Labour
Government will always <o morp for the
man on the land than any other administra-
tion. No Government can do more for him
than a Labour Government with a poliey of
perpetual lease tenure., We realise that the
primary producers are the backbone of the
State, and it is not our desire to have that
backbone reduced to jelly. More to-day
than at any other time does the man on the
land realise what has been done for him by
the Labour Government in Queensland. He
realises that all the help and attention given
by the Labour Government is the result of
our land tenure system. Freeholders are
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constantly coming to the department com-
plaining. Tt was only to-day that a lady
came to me complaining that she had paid
an exorbitant price for her frechold land.
The lady who made a demonstration in the
gallery by chaining herself to the back of
the seat held her land on a freehold and not
a perpetual leasehold tenure. T refer to the
friend of the hon. member for Cooroora.
That lady came to Queensland and paid an
excessive price for frechold land. The result
was that we had that demonstration from
her in the gallery. Had she held the land
on perpetual leasehold as advocated by a
Labour Government there would have been
no necessity for her to make such an exhibi-
tion. There is a very good illustration of
our point, Had that lady waited and not paid
an exorbitant price to some land speculator,
she would not be in the poszition in which
she finds herself to-day. We stand for giving
the people on the land a fair deal. The
speculator would not care if that lady paid
£10,000 for the land. He is only concerncd
with how much he can get. There is another
instance where these victims become a
burden on the State. After that lady had
invested all her capital on this land, she had
to go to the Agricultural Bank for assist-
ance before she could develop the land. She
was not able to keep up her payments, and
then the trouble started.

The hon, member for Stanley spoke about
the land tax. Although that tax is called
a land tax it is administered by the Trea-
surer’s department, and so T cannot discuss
it now.

The hon. member knows a good deal about
the pastoral industry, and I was very
pleased to hear him commending the Govern-
ment for making provision for the conserva-
tion of water on stock routes. We are doing
good for the people who are trying to make
a living in the pastoral area. 1 was also
pleased to hear him say that another prob-
lem on stock routes is the conservation of
grass. Stock routes to-day are controlled
by local authorities, acting as District
Improvement Boards, ecach countrolling that
portion of the stock route that runs through
its area. It is its duty to sce that water
and grass are conserved along that portion
of the route, and authority 1s vested in it
to levy on the stockholders in their district
for any cost incurred. Certain of these local
authorities are not discharging their duties
as district improvement boards, and the Bill
to come before the Chamber will empower
the Government to take control of such
areas. I can assure the hon. member for
Stanley and other members in this Com-
mittee that we will deal with the question
of conserving water and grass along these
routes.

The hon. member also stated that indus-
trial conditions affected the man on the
land. He said that when the industriad
workers see that the primary producsr is
getting a high price for his products they
go to the court and obtain more wage:, The
hon. member for Dalby pointed out that the
Government had nothing whatever to do
with the wages of the workers: that that
was a matter for the Industrial Court. I
agree with him there. This is purely a
guestion for the court. The Industrial Court
is there to investigate the position, and we
trust it. We do not hobble it, nor do we
hemstring or ringbark it. The suggestion
that industrial conditions affect the man on
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the land cannot hold water, because ecack
side has the right to put a casc to the court.

He also spoke about the Charleville-
Blackall railway. Many members on both
sides of the Committee have spoken about
that railway as a means of assisting the
pastoralist and the men on the land in
those areas in times of drought. There is
no vote on the Estimates this year for new
railways, but that matter will also be
amongst those investigated by the commis-
sioner who is now inquiring into drought
conditions.

We have been asked by many hon. mem-
bers to consider a reduction of rentals. The
rentals of land under variouns tenures have
been fixed under statute. There is a statu-
tory authority for each kind of land tenure,
and the conditions cannot be altered, Every-
one realises that we cannot vary renzals with
variation in conditions. All past Govern-
ments have fixed land tenures on certain
lines and reappraised rents at certzin times.
The legislation passed by the Government
last year enables any settler who is two
vears or more in arrears to put a case to
the CGovernment and have all conditions,
including the rent, investigated.

T would ask all hon. members: what, after
all, does the rent matter? Except in big
pastoral properties the rent is only a flea-
bite. The other day a gentleman from
another State with his two sons on the land
in Queensland came along to me to con-
solidate his selections. He wanted to pro-
vide for the future of his two boys. The
land was valued at a certain price, and the
rental was so much a year. The Land
Administration Board went into the matter,
and was quite prepared to do what this
man required. It was a good thing to see
a man from another State bringing his boys
to Queensland to earn their living from the
tand. We like to have men like that coming
here. The board pointed out that the rent
of the area was smal', and 1f he wanted
certain conditions he would have to agree
to the rent’s being increased. They doubled
the rent on the property, and he said,
“ After all, what does it matter? It is
only a small thing.” I have had a good
deal to do with applications regarding reduc-
tions of rent, and I repeat that, in necarly
all cases, with the exception of big pastoral
properties, the rent is only a fleabite. If
we could give them the land rent-free, it
would not be a great matter. That is
becausc of the Labour Party’s perpetual
leasehold policy based on the living value
of the land—on what a man can produce
from it. I found in all cases put beforc me
for reductions of rent that the people con-
cerned were seeking reductions to meet
outside commitments. Rent constitutes a
very little amount of the overhead costs such
people have to pay.

The hon. member for Stanley spoke also
in connection with income tax and the pro-
posal of the Government to allow the carry-
ing forward of losses. This department has
nothing to do with the incidence of income
tax. Mr. Leahy, in his interim report,
said that the Government might assist
settlers very much by allowing them to
carry over losses. That will be dealt with
by legislation shortly to come before the
House. I was amused to hear the hon.
member mention the word “ retrospectivity.”
T remember sitting on this side of the Cham-
ber when previous Labour Governments
were in power, and whenever an hon. member
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on this side mentioned the word he was
howled down by members of the pre-
sent Opposition. This Government do not
believe in retrospectivity now. The revenue
of the State is being affected. How can the

Government consider retrospectivity in a
matter involving a considerable sum of
money when we are already complaining

about the amount of the deficit? The deficit
would be increased if it were granted.

The hon. member for Normanby raised
several questions affecting the Upper Burnett
and Callide scttlements, which have caused
the Government of the day more worry
than any other settlement. When hon. mem-
bers get the report of the Land Adminis-
tration Board for this year they will find
quite
settlement.

The hon., member spoke about the
Fungella land, and expressed his fear that
the Government were allowing the land to
be opened up without making the investi-
gation that, in connection with the Burnett
land was proved to have been so nccessary.
The original investigation of the Rungella
land was undertaken in 1929 by the then
Government. At that time the Government
appointed a committee consisting of Mr.
T. K. Harvey, then Land Commissioner at
Roma, but now Chief Land Commissioner,
Brisbane, Mr. G. B. Brooks, then Senior
Instructor in Agriculture, and now holding
an xmportant position in the Depaltment
of Agriculture, and Mr. Twine, of the
Forestry Department, to make an investi-
gation.

Mr. Deacon: That committee was ap-
pointed by the previous Government,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It was appointed in 1929, and the report
was submitted to the Moore Govern-
ment. The hon. member for Normanby
expressed the hope that before any land
was made available in the future the
Land Administration Board would co-
operate with the Department of Agriculture
and other departments so that the mis-
takes that he claimed were made in the
past would not be repeated. The commiltee
that was appointed in 1929 submitted reports
to both the McCormack Government and
the Moore Government. In 1932 another
committee was appointed, consisting of Mr.
J. P. Harvey, Surveym General, Mr.
Clydesdale, Senior Inspector of Agrxcul{;ule
Rockhampton Br. Webster, of the Mackay
Butter Factory, and Mr. Grenning, Director
of Korests. Mr., Gurney, senior analyst,
Department of Agriculture, made several
analyses of soil from the area, and later
also made analyses of soils from Atherton
and Maleny, and found them very compar-
able. I am pointing out for the benefit of
hon. members that the Department of
Public Lands, the Department of Agricul-
ture and other departments do confer before
lands are opened for settlement., We cer-
tainly agree with the hon. member for Nor-
manby that mistakes must not be repeated.
There is the utmost co-operation between
the various departments.

As further proof of my assertion I should
like to point out that in 1933 the Land
Administration Board asked me to co-
operate with the Department of Agriculture
in connection with the opening of certain
lands. It was pointed out that in order
successfully to settle these lands as dairy
farms it would be necessary to have experi
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ments carried out so that farmers might *
advised as to the best artificial grasses LO
grow. If the farmers were left to their own
resources much loss would result, and the
success of the settlement would be marred.
The Land Administration Board strongly
recommended that the Department of Agri-
culture and_Stock be invited to establish

‘grass experiment plots in the locality to

demonstrate the best grasses for the dairy-
ing industry in that centre. The Secretary
for Agriculture was good enough to see
that that was done, and experimental grass
plots are being laid down in different
centres so that settlers may have the benefit
of the results derived from these exper?
ments. The Secretary for Agriculture may
deal more fully with this matter during the
consideration of his Estimates. As a matter
of fact, many matters controlled by that
department have been discussed on this
vote, but I must admit that they are prac-
tically inseparable,  After land is made
avallab]e for settlement the Department of
Agriculture comes into the picture.

The hon. member for Keppel commended
the Government for their proposal to pro-

vide water facilities on stock routes, but I
should also like to add that it is the
intention of the Irrigation and Water

Supply Sub-Department to make a survey
of the water supplies throughout the pas-
toral area.

The hon. member referred to the mneces-
sity of averaging income losses for income
tax purposes, and stressed the need for
making land available for settlement free
of rent for a certain number of years. It i3
a fair question to ask hon. members oppo-
site why they did not do it while they were
in power. I do not know of one occasion
where land was made available by the
previous Government free of rent for a
certain period.

The hon. member also suggested that the
department should consider the question of
making recreation reserves available in
local authority areas. I promise the hon.
member that when he submits details of
what he requires to the department the
matter will be investigated.

He also referred to the Bajool irrigation
scheme, a legacy left to me by the ex- Minis-
ter, the hon. member for Cunningham. I
admit that it was not a very pleasing legacy.
I do not know whether the hon. member
for Cunningham knows what has happened.
I can assure him it is going to cause the
Treasurer had headaches. The Treasurer
and officers of the Irrigation and Water
Supply Sub-Department  are now making
investigations, and I shall be pleased to
let the hon. member for Keppel know the
exact position.

The hon. member for Keppel also appealed
for assistance in the destruction of lantana.
A local authority in any area that under-
takes to go ahead with the destruction of
lantana will have made available to it by
my department a flame ‘thrower and oil,
under certain conditions. That offer is noo
open for an indefinite period. We have
proved by departmental mvestlgatlons that
flame throwers are useful in the destruction
of lantana.

Mr. BraxD: Are they cheap?
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDR :

Ves, and they are getting cheaper. Various
firms ave undertaking their manufacture and
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not only are the prices coming down but
they are becoming increasingly efficient.

Mr. BranD: On what terms do you supply
them ? ’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The department lends the flame thrower and
supplies the oil at cost. We are anxious
that these flame throwers should be tried.
The department in this matter is working
in conjunction with the Sugar Cane Pests
Board.

Mr. Beaxp: Will you extend that offer
to private landholders?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It all depends on how they stand. It also
depends on whether they are freeholders or
leaseholders. In other words, it depends on
whether the applicant is a Crown tenant.
We are especially helping the sugar growers.
Lantana is becoming a serious menace in
the Mourilyan area. The lantana also offers
a harbourage for pests. There is a very live
body of canegrowers in that area, who have
offered their services free provided the
Government supplies the flame throwers and
oil., They have also offered to treat the
surrounding country,” which contains pests
that menace the sugar lands. If Crown
tenants in forest areas, as well as other areas,
are prepared to supply the labour the depart-
ment will supply the flame thrower and oil.

The remarks of the hon. member for
Enoggera respecting land settlement were
very interesting. As he pointed out, what-
ever else the policy of the Government has
achieved it has increased the number of
settlers.  That is quite true. He also
pointed out how our revenue had been
affected by the drought. That being so the
department has given much thought to the
question of what can be done to restore the
revenue to its previous figure. I want to
inform him and other hon. members that
before opening land to selection the closest
investigations are made. The activities of
all departments are co-ordinated. In this
connection I desire to pay a tribute to the
Bureau of Industry. The sub-committees of
this body are doing splendid work associated
with the opening of new lands. The depart-
ment has caused some of its problems to be
investigated by the sub-committee of the
bureau.

Mr., WarkerR: We had a similar arrange-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
That is so, but we have a much better one.
The hon. member for Normanby said he
did not want the mistakes of the past
repeated. We do not want the mistakes that
occurred during the three years of the Moore
Government repeated. But I do not want
to introduce politics into this debate. We
have ready access to the sub-committees of
the Bureau of Industry. The ex-Minister
and other hon. members will realise that
when we secure the co-ordination of officers
in the various departments whose lives have
been devoted to tackling these problems good
results. KEvery matter involved in land settle-
ment is discussed in all its phases and neces-
sary Inquiries are made by the Bureau of
Industry.

The hon. member for Fnoggera, having
had an opportunity of seeing the work that
i3 being carried out by the Forestry Sub-
Department, paid a tribute to it. The refores.
tation programme that is heing carried out
by that department is very commendable,
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the department is efficient from top to
bottom, and nothing is done without careful
planning. The sub-department is planning
a long way ahead, and we are establishing
records, as I shall prove when the Forestry
vote is being discussed.

The hon. member for, Bulimba touched on
a very important matter with which members
may not be conversant. Ever since he has
represented the electorate of Bulimba he
has done everything he possibly could to
finalise this matter., The Federal Govern-
ment have a quarantine reserve at Colmslie.
They first of all approached this Govern-
ment—and my department controlled the
maiter—with the offer that we could have
the land free if we undertook to remove the
buildings at Colmslie down to Lytton. The
department does not get many offers of free
land, and when it does it accepts, provided
the offer has not a string attached to it.
We immediately accepted the offer with
both hands, but something else happened.
QOur old friend, the Right Hon. William
Morris Hughes, assumed control of the
Tederal Health Department and decided
that he would not allow us to take the land
unless we not only removed the buildings,
but also paid to the Federal department
the amount the land cost it some years ago.
Meanwhile the hon. member for Bulimba,
the Federal member, and the council member
representing that district had interviewed the
Lord Mayor, and had arranged for the Bris-
bane City Council to take over the Colmslie
river beach as a reserve if they accepted full
responsibility for the cost of removing the
buildings to Lytton. I understand it is &
beautiful place eminently suitable for a
park. It is the best landing ground down
the river and a beautiful place for picnics
and for watching regattas. Unfortunately,
our friend Mr. Hughes does not believe in
the policy of giving something for nothing.
When he assumed control of the Federal
Health Department he ascertained the
Federal authorities had paid a certain sum
of money for this land some years ago, and,
in addition to the State’s undertaking to
shift the buildings he has asked for the
payment of the cost of the land.

Ax Oprosition Meyser: He does not
want to charge you the increased value.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
No. He is prepared to hand it over at
the actual cost of the land to the Federal
Government. We have no fund for that
purpose in the Department of Public Lands,
and we would not think of inflating the
Treasury deficit to the extent of some
thousands of pounds, because the Opposition
would then have something to talk about,
particularly the financial expert, the hon.
member for Hamilton. My department
has no fund out of which it could purchase
reserves, nor has the Brisbane City Council.
The Lord Mayor would be pleased to take
over this property if he had the necessary
money; and until Mr. Hughes reverts to
the original offer by the Federal authorities
the matter will not be finalised. The irony
of it is that the land and buildings are
unoccupied and two Governments are fight-
ing about who is going to pay the money.
I commend the hon. member for Bulimba
for his efforts to finalise this matter. He
did his utmost to persuade Mr. Hughes to
hand it over under the original agreement;
but, unfortunately, William Morris Hughes
is a Welshman and he said, “ No.”



Supply.

The hon. member for Cook has a good
knowledge of what the Government have
done in regard to relief to settlers, and if
there is any area where settlers have had
good attention from the Government it is
that represented by the hon. member for
Cook. The hon. member has been good
enough to give the Government credit for
their work in that respect, and we appreciate
it. Whatever relief the Government could
give to settlers under the terms of the Land
Act has been given, and on many occasions
we have stretched the Act to do so.

I appreciate the praise given to the staff
of the Lands Department because, after all,
if one has a staff working in harmony one
is getting good work done.

The returned soldier was entitled to
everything the State could offer, but when
the Moore Government offered him frechold
tenure he refused it, and asked for lease-
hold. He was not going to put himself in
the position of the lady who made the
demonstration in the gallery! He did not
intend to pay out all his capital to acquire
freehold. He realised that the country for
which he had fought should give him the
land under special conditions. The Labour
Government of the day stood up to their
responsibilities to the returned soldiers. I
know a good deal about the land on the
Atherton Tableland that was resumed for
soldier settlement. I was a resident there
at the time, although not a representative
in this Chamber. The late Mr. Gillies
decided that the land allocated for a soldier
settlement should not be inferior land. In
fact, that land is some of the finest in
Queensland. A considerable sum of money
was paid for it. Much of the land that
had to be resumed was held under free-
hold tenure, and it was at considerable cost
that the land was made available to the
settlers. 1 was very pleased to hear the
hon. member for Cook say that the soldier
settler was quite satisfied with the deal
he got from the Labour Government.

The provision of access roads was also men-
tioned by the same hon. member. It is very
necessary that they should be provided. The
Premier has laid down the condition that
the department shall not open wup any
land unless an access road is first made.
He has gone further. In his capacity as
Treasurer he is making loan money available
to build these roads. That is something
done by the present Administration for
which hon. members opposite should give
us credit. Many of the access roads were
provided out of loan funds, but the Govern-
ment are not loading the land with that
expenditure. In the past, when money was
allocated for the construction of access roads
the lands in the area concerned were loaded
with that expenditure. In other words, the
capital value of the land was increased by
the amount expended for roads in the area.
In many cases thousands of pounds were
spent, and the expenditure was spread over
the settlers at so much an acre. That is
now a thing of the past. Although the neces-
sary money is provided from loan fund the
settler is regarded as a national asset, and
the whole of the State has to bear the
interest on that money.

I am sorry the hon. member for Dalby
is not present. He gave me a very fine peg
on which to hang a speech. During the
first part of his speech he made the wonder-
ful discovery that the major portion of the
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problem of land settlement was due to the
present price levels for farmers’ produce.
That is quite true. Everybody knows that
the price levels have fallen. Had the level
been maintained at that which prevailed in
1929 no trouble would be facing the man on
the land or the Department of Public Lands.
But the question I desire to ask 1s: how
much worse would that trouble be had it
not been for the initiation by a Labour
Government of the primary producers’
organisation? Labour initiated and carried
through this policy which has enabled the
primary producers to whether the economic
storm. Where would the sugar grower be
were it not for the Regulation of Sugar
Cane Prices Act and other legislation passed
by a Labour Government, Labour initiated
and gave to the sugar farmer the organisa-
tion that has enabled him to weather the
storm. In fact, the sugar grower has heen
enabled to face the present economic depres-
sion with a greater degree of confidence than
any other producer—because of the com-
pleteness of his organisation. The dairy
farmer has at least been able to maintain
some semblance of a price level—also because
of the protection afforded him by a
Labour Government. - I am sorry the hon.
member for Cunningham, an ex-Secretary
for Public Lands, is not in his place. He
is on this side of the Chamber conversing
with the Secretary for Agriculture, and it
is easy to guess the topic of conversation.
It is the proposed Wheat Bill, The wheat-
grower in Queensland—again because of the
Primary Producers Organisation and Mar-
keting Acts, initiated by Labour and only
possible because a Labour Government was
1n control—is receiving at least 4d. a bushel
more for his product than any other wheat-
grower in Australia.

The hon. member for Cunningham is very
much concerned, having realised that the
Federal Government are doing something
that certainly will not give that protection
which we have given to the wheatgrower.
I appreciate the kindness of the hon. mem-
ber for Dalby in giving me the opportunity
of proving to members of this Committee
that had 1t not been for the organisation of
the primary producers, initiated by Labour
and copied all over the world—as pointed
out by the hon. member for Cook in an
earlier debate—we should be in dire straiss
to-day.

At 8.31 p.m.,

Mr. Branp (Isis), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDR:
Price levels are worrying me move than any-
thing else, because every man who comes to
me seeking a reduction of rent quolss them
as the cause of his troublss. He says that
the Government gave him more land and he
was able to carry on while prices were good,
but that they are now so low that he cannot
make a living. 1 always say how much
worse his position would have been had it
ot been for Labour! I am very pleaved to
be a member of the Labour Government that
have done so much geed for the man on the
land. His worries are ours. 'The hon, mem-
ber for Dalby put his finger right on the
spot—our great trouble to-day is price levels!

The hon. member for Dalby also referred
to freeholds and leaseholds. I know that
you, Mr., Brand, do not believe what he
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said. The word for * freeholder” should The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
be “speculator.” The policy of every T have been up there and I would class that

Labour Government with whom I have been
connected is to induce settlers to adopt the
land as a means of livelihood. We do not
want people to use it as a medium for specu-
lation. We want the people to stop there
and earn a good living.

The hon. member also referred to the
Alsatian dog. I am sorry that he is mot
here, because I desire to ask him why he
did not deal with the guestion during his
three years of office.

Mr. WarLker: I can tell you why.

W'i‘he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Thy ?

Mr. Warxker: The
would not let us.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
The hen. member for Cairns also had some-
th'ng to say on the question of perpetual
leasehold and freehcld. He has been all
over the State, and he knows that perpetual
leasehold has made for more new settlement
thun has frechold. The problem confronting
the department to-day is one not of opening
new land, but of keeping on the land the
man who is now there, and giving him an
opportunity of making a living.

The Auditor-General’'s report shows that
the total proportion of our land now in
occupation is 84.29 per cent. That is to say,
nearly 84.29 per cent. of the land in Queens-
land to-day is now in occupancy. He points
out that 57.02 per cent. is under pastoral
occupation and 18.79 per cent. under graz-
ing occupation, or a total of 75.81 per cent.
of the whole land of Queensland is under
occupation for pastoral and grazing pur-
poses. In other words, there are 325,250,000
acres of land to-day out of a total area in
the State of 429,000,000 acres under occu-
pancy for pastoral and grazing purposes,
without all the other tenures, and towns.
Where is there any chance for land open-
ing? There are only 48,000,000 acres of
land unoccupied in this vast State and that
land is such that with the exception of
58,000,000 acres, it is uninhabitable. The
thing I want this Committee to realise is
that to-day’s problem is not one of land
settlement or of opening up new land. We
have reached a saturation point in land
settlement. If hon. members will examine
the maps that will shortly be available in
the Land Administration Board’s report,
they will see that what I say is correct.
We have more cattle on the land in Queens-
land to-day than should be there—that is to
zay, allowing for sheep and cattle lost in
-consequence of the drought. People say that
the solution of the unemployment position
lies in placing people on the land. Where
are you going to put them? Quite recently
we had a demand for putting boys on the
land and providing certain money. The
Bureau of Industry examined the proposal
from A to Z. T ask: where is the land? I
do not know where it is. The only land in
the State that 1 am able to make available
for selection to-day is remote unoccupied
land, reclaimed prickly-pear land and sub-
«divisions of existing tenures when the cur-
rent iease: expire. If one resumed land from
pastoral holdings to-day and opened up a
few blocks one would have a thousand people
asking for a block.

Mr. Epwarns: You
good land at Yarraman.
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can get some real

amongst the land T have described as remote
and unoccupied land. It is not fit to put 2
settler on under present-day conditions. We
have had this land investigated and it would
not do to allow anyone to go on to the land
to make a living.

Our great trouble is to keep the people on
the land who are there. I want to bring
home the fact to this Committee that this
Government are faced with saturation in
land settlement in this State. We had a
commission from the Federal Government
here not so long ago wanting to know how
many million acres I could give them close
to Brisbane or a seaport where they could
develop the chilled beef trade? They
thought there existed in Queensland millions
of acres of land quite adjacent to the coast
that would be suitable for grazing cattle for
the chilled meat trade. We have not got
that land. We have no arcas of pastoral
land in Queensland that are not already
occupied. Our problem is to keep the people
on the land who are already therc.

We have a good many resumption rights
falling in. During the present year we have
granted additional areas to 491 settlers,
totalling 370,340 acres. We have a million
acres of resumptions from pastoral hold-
ings, and we are considering what we
should do with them. There is a great
urge from the Settlers’ League, and people
who want land opened for settlement,
to make them available to new settlers,
but on the other hand we have
thousands of settlers who to-day do not
possess living areas and cannot make a
living on their present holdings. Last year
legislation was passed to give the depart-
ment the right to grant additional areas to
people who had not living areas, and were
more than one or two removes from the
resumed areazs. We obtained from Parlia-
ment the right to grant additional areas to
people within a radius of twenty or thirty
miles of their existing areas. One of the
greatest problems of the department to-day
is to comply with the requests for additional
areas by settlers whose areas in 1929 could
be regarded as living areas, but cannot be
so regarded to-day.

I do want hon, members to under-
stand that our main difficulty lies in open-
ing land for new settlement. With the
exception of the areas now being opened in
North Queensland as good dairying lands
we have no new land available for settle-
ment. There is no land that I could
instruct my officers to investigate at the
present time with a view to making it
available for settlement. If new lands,
reasonably secure from drought, were
offered for settlement to-day there would
be at least 1,000 applicants for them—
which shows the rush that there is for land
settlement—but we have not got that land.
My problem is to take care of the people
already on the land.

I promised to give some information in
connection with the new lands now being
made available for settlement in North
Queensland—the only remaining areas avail-
able for mixed farming and dairying pur-
poses, In the Eungella district 39 portions
comprising an area of 8,815 acres were
selected by approved applicants, The areas
of the portions ranged from 172 to 305 acres,
and the capital values from £1 to £2 5s.
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per acre, or from 3 3-5d. to 8 1-10d. per
acre per annum respectively, In the Clump
Point district an area of 8,024 acres, com-
prising 32 portions ranging from 169 to 391
acres, was made available for ballot amongst
approved applicants, at capital values from
16s. 8d. to £1 10s. an acre, or from 3d. to
5 2-5d. per acre per annum respectively.
Half this area has been taken up. In the
Palmerston district an area of 9.170 acres
at Tast Palmerston, comprising 53 portions
ranging from 152 to 258 acres, was made
available for ballot amongst approved
applicants at capital values of £1 16s. to £3
per acre, or from 6 3-10d. to 10 4-5d. per
acre per annum respectively. Fifty portions
have been taken up. We are also design-
ing certain portions in the West Palmerston
district.

I should like hon. members on both sides
of the Chamber to realise that the problem
of the department to-day is not to open
new lands for settlement. Again I say that
we have not got the land. Tvery hon.
member opposite also knows that. It is
absurd to continue the loo:e talk and
encourage the urge in the Press to solve the
unemployment problem by placing people
on the land. We carried out a land settle-
ment policy at Beerburrum in all good
faith. What we did there was in the inter-
ests of the unemployed, but it did no good.
'tMr- Epwarps: You were warned about
it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
Hon. members opposite did not tell us
about it,

Mr. MauEr: You did it with your eyes
open.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

Beerburrum is fairly decent land.
Mr. Epwarps: No.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
It is just as good land as that mentioned
by the hon. member for Nanango in
the Yarraman district. I visited Beer-
burrum the other day, and I saw a number
of settlers who were doing all right. Some
of the land at Beerburrum is good land.
It is no use suggesting that the unemploy-
ment problem may be solved by settling
adults or youths on the land. That would
only mean throwing good money away.
The man on the land has to face low price
levels and he must possess a certain amount
of capital to enable him to develop his
holding. In addition he has a hard time
ahead of him for a number of years. One
of the problems of the department is to
keep the men on the land. We have to
solve it.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [8.45 p.m.]:
Shades of Joe Lesina and all the mighty
tallers in this Parliament in the past! The
Minister, by his two vigorous stonewalling
offorts on his own Estimates, shows that
he is_equal to those men whose long-winded
speeches made history in this Assembly.

I should like to secure information from
the Minister concerning the increase in the
appropriation for his department as com-
pared with last year. Increased provision
is made for seventeen hands in the Chief
Office alone. That involves an additional
annual expenditure of £11,600. ILast week
I made reference to the inflation in the pub-
lic service. Here is an example of that
inflation. The Minister can give no sound
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argument to justify an increase of seventeen
hands in the Chief Office this year as against
last year.

The SEcrRETARY ror Prsric Laxps: That
is a reflection on the Public Service Com-
missioner.

Mr. MAHER: 1t is all very well to put
the blame on the Public Service Commis-
sioner. That is sometimes rather cowardly.
After all, the Government call the tune,
and very frequently the Public Service Com-
missioner has to dance to that tune. Where:
is the evidence that the work is increasing?
If the Minister can produce that evidence
it is all right, but in his speech this after-
noon he indicated that on account of the
success attending the work of the sub-
department of the Prickly-pear Commission
very little work was available for these
officers, and work had to be found for them
in other branches. Having a surplus of
employees there, where is the need for an
extra seventeen hands, involving an addi-
tional expenditure of £11,600 per annum?
As the Minister stated, there is no land
available for selection to any extent. The
inference is that the whole of the land in
Queensland is settled. We can only assume
that during the past year things have been
quiet in the opening of land for selection,
and that work in the office has been on the
quiet side. Where is the evidence to support.
the increase in staff?

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLI0 LANDS :
make another speech on Thursday.

Mr. MAHER : I shall be glad to hear the
explanation. There is another matter I
desire to comment on, and that is the refer-
ence on page 22 of the report to the Public
Hstate Improvement Branch. That shows
that £84,000 was expended in the central
and northern areas of the State.

I will

Land has been thrown open on a fairly
large scale in other parts of the State, and
no money has been made avallable from the
Public Xstate Improvement Fund for those
lands. It is rather singular that the whole
of the money that is being spent in this way
—in relicving local authorties of the cost
of constructing main roads—has been spent
in the northern and central arcas, which are
represented by members of the Government
party.

The SecRETARY FOR Pusric Laxps: Those
are the only places where the land has been
thrown open.

Mr: MAHER: ILarge arcas of reclaimed
land have been thrown open at Goondiwindi,
and expenditure by the Public Estate
Improvement Branch on those lands would
be welcomed by the local authorities con-
cerned, especially by the new seftlers.
Prickly-pear lands have been thrown open:
in the Tara district and at Chinchilla and
Dulacca, and I do not think any money has
been expended there.

The TEMPORARY CIIAIRMAN: The
hon. member is not in order in discussing
that matter on the Chief Office vot>.

Mr. MAHER:

Another matter that is of great importance
to this State is our artesian waters. On
page 29 of the report there is a reference
to this question, but it is very brief, con-
sidering its importance to the State.
Apparently the Minister has had officers of
his department investigating the diminutiom

Mr. Maher.]

I stand corrected.
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of supplies of artesian waters, but I con-
sider the report of their activities is too
brief. The question of a water supply for
the West of Qucensland in future years is
of the greatest importance. There 1s abun-
dant evidence to indicate that cach year
there is a definite diminution in the fow
of water from the various artesian and sub-
artesian bores throughout the State, and
it is only a matter of time when these bores
will cease to flow altogether. If no action
is taken to provide for water supplies in
those western arveas a great belt of the
State will become uninhabited. The Minis-
ter and the Government recognise that an
adequate water supply is of vital import-
ance, and officers should be employed to
study the whole problem, not only with a
view to maintaining the availability of
existing supplies, but the conservation of
water in our existing streams by weirs and
also by transporting it from the mountains
to the far inland areas.

The Coolgardie and Kalgoorlic water
scheme in Western Australia affords a fine
example of what can be accomplished in
pumping large quantities of water over
fong distances. The Western Australian
scheme was established by Sir John Forrest
many years ago, and it has been most suec-
cessful. Unlike State undertakings generally,
it has paid its way, and at the present time
the whole of the debt incurred in putting
the scheme into operation has been liquidated
under the sinking fund provisions laid down
by Sir John Forrest when he was Premier
of that State. Under the scheme water is
pumped from Mundaring, in the Darling
Ranges on the west coast of Australia, 375
miles inland to Kalgoorlie, and provides
thirty-three towns en route, subsidiary pipes
leading out to the north and south. Eleven
hundred farmers are served. It is a big
scheme, and vital to Western Australia,
Something along those lines should be con-
sidered for the purpose of assisting in the
development of Qucensland.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. JESSON (Kenncdy) [8.55 p.m.}: The
hon. member for Dalby levelled some unfair
criticism at the Land Administration Board.
Referring to the Alsatian dog he made a
comparison between Queensiand and Vie-
toria, but omitted to take into consideration
the relative size of the two States. The
representative of the Country Party cannot
be commended for bringing such a relatively
small matter into the discussion. Although
the pastoralists and graziers have my sym-
pathy in many things, 1 am not at all
sympathetic towards them on the gquestion
of the Alsatian dog and dingo menace. They
have failed to help themselves. The alleged
menace has been gradually creeping over the
State. but they tcok no action to create a
fund for the purpose of combating it.

At 8.86 p.m.,

Mr. O'Kgere (Cairns), one of the pancl of
Temporary ‘Chairmen, relieved Mr. Brand
in the chair.

Mr. JESSON: Other indusiries, such as
the sugar industry, have expended and are
still expending many thousands of pounds
for the purpose of eradicating various pests
interfering with the growth of cane. Vast
pastoral areas of the State are controlled by

[Mr. Maher.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

vested interests overseas, and the local pas-
toralists allow themselves to be exploited by
these companies. This is proved by the
wool prices operating at the present time.
The wool industry is not controlled, and
overseas buyers make their own prices for
tho purchase of the Australian clip.

Of the land opened for scttlement recently
by the Land Administration Board, I can
foresee a great futurc for the areas operned
in North Queensland, despite statements
that have been made to the contrary. North
Queensland offers a wonderful opportunity
for the development of the chilled beef trade.
It is the nearest point in Australia to our
best customer, Great Britain, At the present
time access roads are being constructed by
the PPublic Estate Improvement Branch into
the Kirrama lands. When the timber has
been removed one can visualise the benefit
these lands will be to the dairying and
chilled-beef industry. Cardwell is the natural
port for this arca and is blest with a deep-
water harbour capable of accommodating
the British fleet. The construction of a jetty
at Cardwell would be of immense benefic
to the Xirrama lands. The obstacle at
present is the lack of money for the financ-
ing of a project of that description or the
construction of a road leading from the
Kirrama lands to Normanton. This would
enable cattle raised in the area north of
Townsville being brought to the coastal and
Tableland districts for fattening purposes
before being despatched to the chilling werks
and consigned overseas in steamers loading
at the Cardwell jetty.

As has already been stated by the Minister,
the opening of the Clump Point area has
been the means of putting more settlers on
the land. The Silkwood butter factory,
which is adjacent to that area, has a
pasteurising plant and is sending milk to

various parts of North Queensland. I
cannot wallow this opportunity to go by

without paying a tribute to Messrs. Frank
Fraser, Limited, of Ingham, who, without
any Government assistance, opened up a
butter factory with a pasteurising plant in
that town. There are lands around Ingham
eminently suited for pig raising and dairy-
ing. Messrs. Frank Fraser, Limited, are
exporting many hundreds of gallons of
pasteurised milk to Mt. Isa and New

Guinea. When one considers that fresh
milk in New Guinea and other places
further cast realises as much as 2 and 3

dollars a gallon, and the actual cost in
Queensland is 9d. or 1s. a gallon, one
realises what possibilities there are for this
industry.

The hon. member for Cairns mentioned
a trip that he made a fortnight ago with
the Minister for Transport to the Good-
night Scrub. I have scen various other pine
scrubs in Queensland and throughout the
Commonwealth, but not one with such a
wealth and continuity of timber as the
Goodnight Scrub. Pine is growing there
in all stages from 3-inch or 4-inch high to
trees of full growth. It would appear to
me that the continuity of growth in that
scrub is such that the supply will last for
many years, and will be worth many
thousands of pounds to Queensland. I
uotice that the Land Administration Board
realises the possibilities of this timber. It
has a land ranger there and various gangs
are clearing the under-growth from the
trees and building fire breaks to guard
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against destruction by that menace. It
certainly will be a wonderful asset to the
State.

The hon, member for Dalby during his
ramblings took us for a trip to New Zea-
land, and he brought thousands of settlers
back. He declared that the freehold system
operates in New Zealand. That is not the
case. The New Zealand Government carry
out exactly the same policy as do the Quecns-
land Government—that of leasehold. Nearly
all the land is owned bx the Crown and
lcased to the settlers, That method has
been satisfactory in New Zealand and there
is no reason why it should not be so here.

Mr. MooRrE: You are twenty years behind
the times. They used to be but that is not
the position now.

Mr. JESSON: I do not take much notice
of the Leader of the Opposition. The Public
Estate Improvement Branch of the depart-
ment has been the means of providing roads
in all parts of the State and has been
instrumental in opening up land for closer
settlement. At the top of the range in the
mountainous part of the Ingham district,
before we get to the mining arcas, there is
a wonderful patch of scrub land that will
grow practically anything. The whole
trouble i1s due to the road over Mount Fox
range, a matter of 12 miles. This land is a
very rich district that would grow sugar-cane.
People touring to Cairns all use this road,
and it has not been a profitable concern to the
council. We put a proposal by the council
to the Public Estate Improvement Branch,
which sent up its engineer to investigate and
came to the assistance of the council with
a grant of £500, There was a grant of
£500, a loan and a subsidy from the Govern-
ment, which will open up that land. I
understand that the construction of the road
is about to start next week, and before
Christmas or shortly after Christmas the
road will be completed. There are many
people who will be able to get off the dole
or cease living on their relations who will
go up there and open up the land. That
is only one instance of a loan and a subsidy
by the Government and a straight out grant
of £500 by the Public Estate Improvement
Branch. It sent up an officer to investigate
the conditions and the productivity of the
land, and upon that report this grant was
made.

The road from Hughenden to Cairns is
one of the greatest brain waves that the
Minister administering that department has
had. The road is not a macadamised
road, but a trafficable road and the people
in the hinterland can use it to come to
the seaside. I hope to see the day when the
Hinchinbrook Shire Council will wake up
to the facts and build a road to tap that
country. I hope the members of other
shires along the coast will make roads on
to that road so that people can come into
the railway. From a health point of view
it means that people can come to the coast
from the dry inland places of Queensland.
Furthermore, it will be the means of per-
mitting people on the Atherton Tableland
of getting rid of their produce. At the
present time they are in the hands of a
few exploiting Chinamen who give them
what they think for their produce in Cairns.
I have been in the business and I know.
The farmers of that district send their pro-
duce down to Cairns and only receive what
the Chinamen will give them. Work of the
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class done by the Public Estate Improve-
ment Branch, with the assistance of the
Federal Government, will open up that coun-
try and allow those farmers on the Atherton
Tableland to enlarge their holdings. More
people will go on the land knowing that
they can get their produce out to the West
where people pay three and four shillings for
a cabbage.

I should like to bring under the notice of
the Minister the fact that nut grass Is
becoming a very grave menacc to the people
in North Queensland, cspecially in the sugar-
cane arcas. 1 do not know how this pest
can be eradicated. Chippers have very great
difficulty indeed in being able to see small
plants like young corn growing amongst the
nut grass. Of course, in the cane areas
where it is also a nulsance the sugar-cane
is able to out-grow the nut grass rather
quickly. 1 have seen acres and acres of
beautiful country covered with nut grass, and
it is becoming such a grave menace that I
feel it my duty to call on the Minister to
give the pest very careful consideration.

The Opposition cannot justly criticise the
administration of the department by the
present Minister. I know from personal
experience that he has carried out his duties
in the interests of the primary producers
and that every officer of his department has
treated me, and other members of the public,
with the utmost courtesy. Prior to my return
as member for the Kennedy electorate, I
visited the department frequently and I
always received the best attention. I am
satisfied that the interests of the primary
producers can be safely left in the capable
hands of the present Secretary for Public
Lands.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [9.12 p.m.J: 1
was very forcibly impressed by the state-
ments of the Minister concerning the short-
age of land available for settlement. That
fact has been apparent to most intelligent
people who have travelled throughout the
State. We are inclined to give the impres-
sion that much of our land is worth more
than it really is. I do not suggest that we
should have a lesser natural love for it, but
we must admit that a very big percentage
of it is inferior land. We are inclined to
lead people to believe that a considerable
portion of it is good land, whereas that is
not the case. There is a considerable area
of good land in Western Queensland, but,
unfortunately, it does not come under the
beneficient influence of the eastern rainfall.
If we could shift the castern rainfall further
West I daresay we could settle a larger
number of pceople on our Western land.
realise that what the Minister has said in
this connection is true, but his fremark
reminded me that our best land settlement
days were in the time of Kidston, when
considerable settlement took place on the
North Coast. It was surprising to see the
progress that was made by those settlers
and it is astounding to know the number of
people who were able to make good, owing
to the fact that rich scrub land was made
available in coastal districts, well watered
by the eastern rainfall. Prior to that time
we knew very little about the propagation
of artificial grasses. We relied upon the
natural couch for fodder for dairying cattle.
At that time settlers came from the Northern
Rivers districts of New South Wales, where
they had had experience with the growing
of paspalum and other exofic grasses.

Myr. Walker.]
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The Queenslanders became educated to the
benefits of these grasses, and now we are
on exactly the same footing in this respect
as the settlers in New South Wales. A trip
up the North Coast to the Mary Valley,
Kin Xin, and Skyring Creek districts, which
were settled by the Kidston Government,
will force an acknowledgement that no finer
land or settlers can be seen in this State.

It is no use advocating the further settle-
ment of land when admittedly good land is
scarce. QOur statements are appearing in
the Press in other parts of the world. We
must be candid, as the Minister was to-
night, and let it be known that most of our

. lands have been settled so far as local con-
ditions will allow them to be settled. We
know that in the course of years there may
be some method or crops that will enable us
to compete with other countries and alter
the whole method of settlement.

Because we are very short of good land
the people ought to know that good land
is now locked up for reforestation pur-
poses. I have investigated this matter over
a number of years. I have been doing my
utmost to secure the opening of one or two
of these areas in my electorate, but not
with a view to securing a few extra votes
at election time. Many years ago, when
we had an abundance of soft timber, large
areas were mapped out and reserved as
timber areas or State forests, which cannot
be altered except by Act of Parliament.
During my twenty-eight years in Parlia-
ment, only one of these small State forests
has been thrown open to selection. Some
of them have no timber growing on them.
It is much preferable that these areas
should be inspected by officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Sub-Department
of Forestry, because if they are not used
to grow timber, it is preferable to have
them settled by twenty or thirty prosperous
settlers. It is the policy of the Minister
to settle people on the land. He has inti-
mated to this Committee how 100 people
have been settled on the Palmerston and
adjacent areas. Here is an opportunity
for him to settle a further twenty-five or
thirty people without injuring the work of
reforestation. Even if the Sub-Department
of Forestry continues its planting at the
present rate for another 100 years, it will
not plant the areas under its control.
During the Moore regime an officer was sent
from the Department of Agriculture and
another from the Department of Public
Lands to investigate some of these areas.
They arrived at the decision that certain
lands should be thrown open to selection.
That recommendation should be acted upon.
I can take the Minister through the whole
area and prove that what I am saying is
corréet. 1 had nothing to do with the
officer sent from the Department of Agricul-
ture. I was merely asked to send my most
capable officer. That was Mr. McKeon,
and he reported to me that the land he
inspected was suitable for agricultural pur-
poses, and was growing no young timber.
There are 315,414 acres locked up in the
Gympie district as State forests or timber
reserves. 'That is an enormous area. Many
people have agitated for the opening of
some of these lands. Possibly some of them
occupy adjacent country and are anxious
to increase their holdings by securing areas
on which good hardwood and young trees
are growing. I particularly refer to Kan-
danga and Imbil distriets, which includes
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Brooloo, where State forests have been
thrown open for settlement purposes with-
out any injury to the work of reforestation.

I have inspected the Imbil, Kin Kin, and
Beerburrum reforestation settlements, and I
am quite content to admit that those three
settlements are a huge success, They are
doing wonderful work, and they are going
to beat New Zealand in a few years. Let
us continue with that policy, but on no
account sheuld we keep land lying idle when
it is needed for farming purposes. I should
like the Minister to state what he intends
to do. I venture to say, if he sends an
officer out to report on these lands, he will
endorse what I have said. It is very diffi-
cult to express an authoritative opinion
unless one has inspected the land in ques-
tion. These lands I am referring to will
grow anything of a tropical nature, and
there is a market waiting for such products.
The restrictions of exports is onc of the
evils of the werld, but by the judicious
handling of products within the Empive that
difficulty will be overcome, and we can go
on producing.

A great deal has becen said about maize-
growing lands. There is no restriction by
the Commonwealth in regard fto maizegrow-
ing. In years gone by our maize was grown
on our low lands. Maize can be grown on
a certain portion of the Atherton Table-
land; but in that area it has a very high
water content and is difficult to dry. Most
of our maize lands have gone out of produc-
tion, because it was found more profitablc
to utilise the land for dairying purposcs.
Given a stabilised price, maize could be
grown in abundance, but the difficulty s
that there are no horses to eat it. The
Kingaroy district is the best for maize-
growing purposes; but there is no land
available for settlement worth talking about
in that arca at the present time.

The Minister referred to the Federal
Government’s interference with his policy
by alterations in the tariff. Apparently the
tariff does not affect the matter, because the
Minister has stated that he has no land to
throw open. The tariff has interfered to a
certain extent with cotton-growing. Refer-
ence has been made to the policy of the
Aloore Government relating to cotton. As
a matter of fact, the policy in regard to
cotton that was carried out by the Scullin
Government was handed to Mr. Scullin by
me. The man who is responsible for the
tariff that has adversely affected cotton-
growing is Sir Henry Gullett, and I have
no hesitation in saving ihail he was no friend
of the Moore Government.

The Secrerary vor DPubtic Laxns: I did

not condemn the Mcore Government.

Mr. WALKER: We did not get any
bouquets. The Federal Government accepted
the policy of the Moore Government in
regard to cotton, and the same thing applies
to tobacco.

The hon. member for Cook referred to the
action of the Moore Government relating to
the throwing open of land in the Mareeba
district. The Moore Government got to
work and established twenty-seven men there,
and they could profitably grow tobacco for
3s. a lb., and now they cannot do it for 4s.
a lb. What is the trouble? The trouble is
that tobacco is subject to many diseases.
The Secretary for Agriculture has done
cverything he can to combat those diseases.
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If the diseases attacking the plants could be
overcome, at 4s. a Ib. for the prolific crop
that can be grown in the North and other
parts of Queensland, the industry would be
a payable proposition at the prices charged
for land by the Moore Government, which
was 2s. 6d. an acre. The Government, of
course, had no control over private land, and
private land considered to be suitable for
tobacco-growing changed hands at £6 to £7
an acre. That shows that the industry would
have lbeen profitable with tcbacco at even
3s. a

The Minister has stated that he has no
land for sale at the present time, but when
the late Hon. J. T. Bell was Secretary for
Public Lands there were wonderful oppor-
tunities on the land and a great number
of sales were effected. 1 venture to say
that that was accomplished with a smaller
staff than the Minister has. He should
take note of the great increase in the
number of the staff.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
do you mean?

Mr. WALKER: The administrative costs
are £24,000 more than last year. If there
is no land for sale why the mnecessity for
the increased cost? I should like to have
some explanation. It may be that portion
of the extra expense is accounted for by the
Forestry sub-Department, but that we do
not know. 1t appears that a number of new
officials have been appointed and this is
not a right policy to adopt, especially as
the economic depression is still with us.
I clearly understand that no official should
be sweated but there appear to be many
men appointed to carry out dufies that
cannot exist, according to the statement
made by the Minister to-night.

The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat needs to be corrected on one point.
He mentioned the work being done by the
Public Estate Improvement Branch Fund, I
would remind the hon. member that that
branch was inaugurated during the time
of the Kidston Government, when the late
Hon. J. T. Bell administered the depart-
ment. The Public Hstate Improvement
Branch did wonderful work for Queensland.
It proved a splendid idea, particularly in
large areas where the extra expense could
be spread over a number of settiers. Under
the perpetual leasehold form of tenure it
is very difficult to do such work with any
degree of success. When the cost of £2 or
£3 an acre was spread over many settlers
and a number of years, another 10s. did
not impose an oxtra heavy burden by reason
of the fact that it also was charged over
a period. The hon. gentleman should not
make statements that are not in accord-
ance with facts.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [9.29 p.m.]}:
The Secretary for Public Tands has stated
that he bhas instituted reforms. I am glad
to hear it. Certainly, remembering some
of his predecessors in Labour Administra-
tions, there was a hig need for reform. The
present Minister is somewhat extravagant
in the matter of his staff. The staff of the
Department of Public Lands is very efficient
and on the whole they are a ocapable lot
of officers and have done their work well.
but I can see no reason why the same staff
cannot cope with practically the same
amount of work during the coming financial
year as in the past. The Minister has

‘What
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advanced no reason for the increased
number. He has not pointed out that there
will be any increase in the work, nor given
any other reason why he should increase
the expenditure. Why should we increase
the expenditure unless 14 is necessary to do
so? There is one appointment that I think
was entirely wrong, that of Mr. G. P.
Barber to the position of clerk in the Sub-
Department of Forestry. That was purely
a political appointment.
Mr. WatERs: You are vindictive.

Mr. DEACON: Not at all. If Mr. Barber
had not been an ex-politician he could never
have secured that position. The work would
have been given to a cadet clerk.

Mr. Warers: What about your nephew?
He got a job there.

Mr. DEACON: There is no nephew of
mine in that department.

Mr. Warers: Yes, there was.

Mr. DEACON: There was no relation of
mine in the department.

Mr. Warers: That is not a fact.

Mr. DEACON : The hon. member is telling
untruths when he says that, and he
knows that they are untrue. He is saying
things that he would not dare to say outside
this Chamber.

Mr. Warers: What about your nephew?

Mr. DEACON: As I told the hon. mem-
ber, I have no ncphew there. Many hon.
members on the Government side endeavour
to get away from the argument by throwing
mud and making untrue suggestions. The
Minister did not do that. He did refer to
certain legacies left by past Governments,
but he made the mistake of suggesting that
the Moore Government were responsible for
them.

The SecreTary Fom Pubric Lanps: I said
“ past Governments.”’

Mr. DEACON: I would remind him of
some legacies his department has to carry.
There is the Burnett settlement, with its
terrific extravagance in early settlement.
Money was unnecessarily spent in several
directions in that settlement, and the settlers
could rot stand the burden. The amount
had to be written-off as a loss. Then there
was the tragedy of the Dawson Valley irri-
gation scheme. I wish to quote from the

speech “elivered by Mr. lLarcombe, then
Secretary for Railways, on the original
debate. He said—

“QOrne could go on for a long time
emphasising the virtues of this great
scheme.  Without wusing extravagant
language, one can say that it certainly
is a wonderful scheme. It makes the
imagination ree! to attempt to describe
the wealth and magnitude of the possi-
hilities of this Dawson Valley water con-
servation and irrigation proposal. It
reminds me of a few lines from Dante.
During my studies of that poet many
years ago, I read of the spirit of Beatrice
leading Dante through the wonders of
heaven and his saying—

“Oh, speech! how feeble and how
faint art thou
To give conception birth !’
Speech is too faint and too feeble to
explain the wonders of this great scheme
which we are developing in the Central
district.”

Mr. Deacon. ]
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That speech is worth remembering when
we come to think of the fate of that settle-
ment, and the fate of the people there,
and the amount of public moner wasted on
it. Tt is well worth quoting for fear the
present Minister might be persuaded to do
something sxmllar He 1s, of course, not the
Minister who originated that ~ettlemenf In
the last year or two there have been two
or three other wunsuccessful settlements.
There was the Beerburrum tobacco settle-
ment and one or two banana settlements,
all not only a waste of money but a hope-
less proposition from the start for the people
who went there.

It is from the past that politicians should
try and learn something, Hon. members on
this side have spoken of extravagance, and
we have the right to remind the hon. the
Minister of some of the errors of his prede-

cessors of the same political faith. There
were errors during our term; nobody will
claim that bhe i1s free from eorror. I am

not claiming that I did not make errors,
but they were smaller than those I have
cited of past Labour Governments,

The Minister said that there was no future
for land settlement in Queensland, and that
we had come to the end of our resources.
We have some land yet. He did not mention
some of the land in North Queensland,
especially the country in the Culpa area,
where the present Government set out to
build & road. That area is a pretty large
one, and the land is good for the purpose
of close settlement. The Moore Govern-
ment had a scheme before them for develop-
ing that area. The present Government
would not go on with the proposition. TFour
years ago that scheme was under considera-
tion, but we hear nothing about it now.
There are other areas in Queensland avail-
able for settlement—not the best, but still
land that could be opened if access were
given to them. It might be better to make
terms with private compa,mes than not to
scttle the land at all. The private company
I refer to was willing to go on and to put
settlers there, and clear the land for a lease
over a term of years. all improvements at
the end of the term becoming the property
of the Government.

Mr. JessoN: What would be the term?
Would it be ninety-nine years?

Mr. DEACON : Nothing of the kind. That
land is good for settlement—as good as can
be obtained in North Queensland. This land
could be made accessible by road or rail-
way, and 1t is time that it was done. There
are scttlers looking for the land.

Just before I left office about three and

a-half years ago it was reported to me that
Clump Point land= were almost ready for
settlement and that all that was required
was the construction of a road by the Main
Roads Commission. The years have gone
and the Government have had plenty of
money to make the land available. Why
has it not been done? It could not be on
account of lack of funds. The settlers have
been waiting all that time.

Mr. WATERS interjected.

Mr. DEACON: I am really afraid that
the hon, member for Kelvin Grove is going
“dotty I hope that he is not, but he
gives everybody that impression. T am sure
fhat there are very eminent doctors who
would be prepared to give him advice if

[Mr. Deacon.
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I recommend him to
I agree with the

he consulted them.
consult one of them.
Minister that there is certainly need to
improve the stock routes. Te complained
that when they were under the control of
local authorities the latter did not do their
work well,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
not say that.

Mr. DEACON : The Minister said that he
was not satisfled with their work, that he
preferred something better. There are local
influences that sometimes prevent local
authorities from protecting the stock routes
and we all know what that is. There are
people in every district who are anxious to
graze their cattle on all the stock routes
and being taxpayers in the area have suffi-
cient influence to prevent the local authori-
ties from clearing the stock routes of stray-
ing stock. The straying stock do all the
mischief—they eat the grass. There is no
greater need in this State than that for the
improvement of stock routes by providing
adequate watering facilities and ensuring
sufficient grass for travelling stock. We
‘must make up our minds to end the indis-
criminate free grazing that takes place on
stock routes to-day. At one time the stock
routes were controlled by district improve-
ment boards, some of which did good work.
Some are still operating.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS:
are doing good work even yet.

Mr. DEACON: It is impossible to judge
the results of a system after it has been in
existence for only one year.

The SecreraRY ForR PuBLIC LANDS:
now five years.

Mr. DEACON : They were abolished after
they had been in operation for one year.
They were abolished during the first year
that the present Government were In power
after the defeat of the Moore Government.
They were knocked out in 1932,

Mr. WATERS :
1932.

Mr, DEACON : As the hon. member for
Kelvin Grove says, they were knocked out
in 1932. They did not have much of a
start. The Minister admits some of them
did good work. On his own statement, iv

I did

Some

It is

You were knocked out in

seems they did better werk than the local
authorities.

The SEcreTARY vorm Punuic Laxps: They
were the local authorvities.

Mr. DEACON: That is so, and the Land

Commissioner. The other members of the
board were elccted, not by the local autho-
rity, but by the landholders. They were
charged with the sole care of the stock
routes. It was their duty to Jook afror them
in the interests of travelling -tock. If a
mistake was made, why not revert to the
old methods?

The SecreraRY vor PusrLic Lavps: We
never go back; we go forward.

Mr. DEACON: The Minister has gene
back in his own way by delegating the work
to the local authorities. If he can do noth-
ing else, he can draw on the same idca and
put an 1ndeperdeut body in charge of these
matters. It iz quite an easy matter for the
Minister who introduced the legislation to
get such a body. I am arguing for this
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change because it wouzld be an improvement
on the present system.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: While
you are arguing we are doing.

Mr. DEACON: I should like to kuow
what the Minister is doing.

The Secrerary ror Pusric Laxps: Putting

water on the stock routes where it is neces-
'sa.ry‘

Mr. DEACON: Is the Minister doing the
one thing that is essential—that is, main-
taining the grass on those stock routes by
Leepmg off The stray stock?  As long as
that duty is left to the local authority, stray
stock will not be kept off the stock routes.
Too many of the ratepayers are interested
in getiing that grass for nothing  The
members of the local authority are elected

by the people who are mnot altogether
interested in keeping stock routes in proper
order.

The Minister has spoken of the prosperity
of his department. It has certainly collected

a good deal of revenue. Although the
depariment may be prosperous, and the
officials have collected mwuch revenue, the

people cn the land arve not prosperous. That
18 not altozether the fault of the officials, as
the cause is beyond their control. Nevertho-
less, the depmtmout must take notice of the
fact that its tenants are not prosperous.

The SecreraRY FOr PeBLIc LaNps: We
have many testimonials from our tenants
saying how well they are treated.

Mr. DEACON: T am not blaming the
Minister or his officials. The cause is bcycnd
their control; at the same time during the
coming year they should bear in mind the
fact that the people from whom they derive
their revenue need consideration.

The SzcmrrTARY ForR PuBLlc Laxps: We
give them c¢very consideration.

Mr. DEACON: They are worthy of a
little bit more than that. The whole pros-
perity of the Siate depends on the people
who are working the lind, We cannot be
too good to them. Althoufrh the Sceretary
for Public Lands may make concessions to
his tenants it does not relieve them of the
heavy burden of excessive taxation. I hope
the Minister will use his influence with the
Treasurer and point out to him that it is
no use granting concessions by way of
reduction in Jand reuts to the people on the
land if the latter takes away the benefit
of that concession in taxation,

The SECRETARY FOR DPTUBLIC LANDS:
Treasurer has been very good.

Mr. DEACON: I am entitled to judge
the Treasurer on his psst performances,

The PREMIER: We are not dealing with
Treasury HEstimates nos.

Mr. DEACON : Taxation is intermingled
with this matter. These are Crown tenants
that one department 1s interested in assist-
ing. On the cther hand, there is another
department that is not giving them con-
sideration.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
have been considered.

Mr. DEACON: The Secretary for Public
Liands can help these tenants by his voice
in the Cabinet—by pointing out their diffi-
culties.  Unfortunately it docs not lie with

The
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him, bat with such hon. members as the
hon. member for Kelvin Grove.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
arc sympathetic,

Mr. DEACON : They may be sympathetic
but when they do not show their sympathy
in this Chamber they have no right to
complain when they are told they are
unsympathetic., However, the Minister can
help in the way I have indicated. The hon.
gentlernan has stated that be has no Crown
land available or likelv to be available in
the near future. Tor argument’s sake we
will take his statement as being correct.
There is plonty of frechold land available
in Queessland. Large arcas on the Downs
and the coast have bien proved suitable
for closer settlement. Although it may not
be Crown land it is land the Government
could obtain for the purpose of making
it available for settlement and assisting the
people.

At 8.55 p.m.,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Under
the provisions of the Sessonul Orders agreed
to by the House on 28th August and 16th
October, I shall now lecave the chair and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The TemporarY CHAIRMAX reported pro-
gress, and asked leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.

They





