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Assent to Bills. [22 OCTOBER.] Questions. 71!} 

TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER, 1935. 

J\11-. SPEAKEH ([Ion. G. Pol!ock. Grrgory) 
took tho chair at 10.30 a.lll. 

ASSE:'\T TO BILLS. 

l\lr. SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from His Excellency the Governor 
intimating His Excellency's assent to th~ 
following Bills:-

Infant Life ·Protection Acts Amendment 
Bill; 

Main Roads Fund and Heavy Vehicles 
Road Fund Transfer Approval Bill; 

Maryborough Grammar Schools Tra,nsfer 
Bill; 

;:)tatistics Bill; 

Friendly Societies Acts Amendment Bill; 
Industrial and Provident Societie-s Acts 

Amendment Bill ; 
Fish and Oyster Acts Amendment Bill; 
Holidays Acts Amendment Bill ; 
Medical Acts Amendment Bill; 
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration 

Acts Amendment Bill ; 
Adoption of Children Bill. 

AUDITORGE::\'ER.\L'S REPORT. 

PuBLIC AccouNTS. 
Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt 

from the Auditor-General of his report on 
the public accounts for the financial year 
1934-35. 

Ordered to be printed. 

QUES1'IOI\S. 

HEAVY VEHICLES REGISTRATIONS. 

Mr. MOORE (!lubigny) asked the Minister 
for Transport-

" 1. vVhat was the total amount of 
heavv vehicles regi,tration fees collected 
by the Transport Board-

(1t) In January, 1935; 
'.b) From 1st February, 1935. to 17th 

l\Iay, 1935, inclusive? 

"2. How many certificates of registra­
tion of heavy vehicles were issued during 
each of the above periods for goods and 
pas~L·nger-carrying vehicles, rospecti Yely-

(a) _\ssessed at full ratu; 
ib) 1\ssessed at concession rates 

amounting to 75 per cent. or more 
of the scJ'leduled rnaxima; 

(c) Assessed at 50 per cent. and unclcr 
75 per cent. of the scheduled maxiiHa; 

(d) Assessed below 50 per cent of the 
scheduled maxima? 

·• 3. On 30th April, 1935, how many 
he a vv vehicles were registered for the 
trafli~ route from Brisbane to Toowoomba 
and via Toowoomba-

(a) Holding heavy vehicle goods 
certificates; 

(b) llo!Jing heavy vehicle pa.scngcr 
certificates? 

•· 4. How many of the existing c~rti­
licatcs on 17th ::\iay, 1935, could be 
described as ''current certificates .. __ 

(a) For the traffic routes nH•ntioncd 
in Question 3; 

(b) For all other trafric routes and 
traffic districts in Quen.sland '? 

" 5. Has he observed that according 
to the judgment of the Full Court on 
8th instant the Board had no au.thority 
prior to 18th May, 1935, to impo'c fees 
or conditions in respect of the heavy 
,-ehicles in question? 

"6. Is it his intention to authorise the 
Board to make refunds to those from 
whom the Board collected feu without 
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authority during the period 1st February, 
1935, to 17th May, 1935, inclusive?" 

''1. (a) £349 lls. 2d.; (fJ) £14,122 6~. 
3<1. 

TbP ~IINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied- "2.-

---------------------------------------------------------
I Period-January, 1935. 

;-----:--
Period-1st Feb.-17th May, 1935. 

Pe1sscnger Vehicles. Passenger Vcllicles. 

Goods. 
Service 
Oars. 

Mntor 
Buses. 

Goods. 
Service ~otor 
Cars. Buses 

---------------1-----1---- --1----+----1-----1--·---
(a) 
(b) 
(r) 
(d) 5 

5~ 
~ 

?.1 
160 

11 . i 7 
16 

39 210 
-·--·-· ________ ___.:_ ____ _:_ ____ ___.:_ ___ ___.:_ _________ _:__ __ _ 

" 3. (11) 34; (b) 4 service cars. 

"4. (n) 3 goods; (b) 175 goods, 29 ser­
YiCP ears, and 243 motor omnibuses. 

'' 5. The Full Court decided that the 
power of the board to cancel certificates 
of registration was quite legal. 

"6. No." 

PERMITS FOR LIBERTY FAIRS. 

Mr. MOORE (r1ubigny) asked the Attorney­
General-

" Under what law or regulation does 
he issue permits to conduct liberty fairs 
er other gambling concerns in aid of the 
funds of various branches of the Aus­
t.ralian Labour Party? " 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Carpentnrin) replied-

" Under section 17 of 'The Art Union 
Regulation Act of 1930,' passed by the 
lVIoore Government, I am authorised to 
issue, in my sole discretion, permits for 
carnivals, bazaars, or £~.irs." 

MINISTERS' MoTOR CARS. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley): I desire to ask the 
Premier whether he has an answer to the 
following question. which I addressed to 
him on the 12th September last:-

" \Vhat motor cars used by Ministers 
have been purchased by the Government 
since 1st July, 1932, stating date of pur· 
chase, mako of car, and price paid, 
respectively." 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) replied-

Motor Car., used b>J }l£inisters purchased by the Gowrnment since lsf July, 1932. 

Department. Date of Purchase. Make of Car. 

Chief ,'lecrctary's August~ 1933 . . :Morris Isis Six Saloon 

I 
Lauds / February. 193,± Morris 25 Saloon 

Jnstiro July, 1934 ·Ford VS De-I.uxc Sedan 

Home Sf'c·rctary's Fel.Jruary, 1934 ditto 

I .. abnur and rndtL"1t ry !>far ell, 19~4 ditto 

R,nihv<-1~ s April, 1934 .. / B uick Sc<lan 

§fines August., 1934 Ford VS De·I,uxc Sedan 

Pulllic Instruction June, 1934 Pontiac 

Agricu]turc and Stoek February, 1933 Buick Redan .. 
Works DccembPr, 1932 Ford V~ Sedan 

Prier. 
Paid. 

£ s. d. 

Remarks. 

< 71 12 6 A Bnick was traded 
in. The :Morris 
Isis Six was trans­
ferred to Lands 
Department in 
February, 1934. 

355 0 0 A Sunbeam was 
traded in,. Tile 
Morris 25 Saloon 
was transferred to 
tile Chief Secre­
tary's Depart­
ment in Feuru­
ary, 1934. 

3()6 13 9 

2RO 16 6 An Armstrong 
Siddcley \vas 
traded in. 

3+7 4 3 

360 0 0 A Ollrys!cr Sedan 
was traded in. 

307 1 

200 0 0 A Sunbeam \vas 
traded in. 

490 0 0 A Buick Tourer was 
traded in. 

364 10 0 



Supply. [22 OcTOBER.] Supply. 721 

BEER PU!l(HASED BY RAILWAY REFRESH:IIENT 
ROOMS. 

:\Ir. NICKLIN (Murrumba), for Mr. 
DEACON (Cwmingham): I desire to ask 
the Minister for Transport whether he has 
an answer to the following question, which 
was addressed to him by the hon. member 
for Cunningham on the 17th instant:-

'' How many dozen bottles of beer­
(a) imported from other States; and (b) 
locally brewed-were purchased by the 
Railway Refrc•shment Rooms during last 
year: n 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon. 
J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied­

' (a) 2.170; (b) 6,760." 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed :­

~\nnual report of the Queensland Meat 
Industry Board for the year 1934-35. 

FERTILISERS BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move-

,, That the Bill be now rea<:! a third 
time.'' 

Question put and passed. 

REGULATI0::-.1 OF SUGAR CANE PRICES 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move-

" That the Bill be now rea<:! a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

DISEASES I)! PLANTS ACTS 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

AND 
ACT 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time.~' 

Question put and passed. 

STOCK FOODS ACTS AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

REsuMPTION OF CoMMITTEE-EsTIMATES­
THIRD AND FOURTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

EsTIMATES IX CHIEF, 1935-36. 
PREMIER AND CHIEF SEcRETARY's DEPARTMENT. 

l'UBLIC SERVICe COM11ISSIONER. 

Question stated:-
" That £6,264 be granted for ' Public 

Service Commissioner.' " 

'rhe PREMIER (Hon. W" Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) [10.42 a.m.] : When this vote was 
under discussion last week, the Leader of 
the Opposition and some of his colleagues 
endeavoured to make it appear that the 
charge frequently made against his Govern­
ment that they reduced the basic wage and 
public servants' salaries had not been sus­
tained. He quoted from the report of the 
Public Service Commissioner with a view 
to establishing some kind of <:lefencc on 
behalf of his Government. It is necessary 
that the public should know all the facts. 

The wages question is of tremendous 
importance to the people of any country, 
because of its paramount bearing upon their 
spending power. The remuneration that 
may be paid to Crown employees is con­
trolled to a very large extent by the volume 
of purchasing power in the community. I 
have always taken the view that the volume 
of wages and purchasing power of a corn· 
munity should be the highest that the 
national income will permit. If we trace 
the industrial history of any country we 
shall find that as industrial conditions and 
remuneration increase so the standard of 
living of the people improves. I also hold 
the view that the Crown should provide 
the best possible industrial conditions, having 
regard to the general economy of the State. 
It is said that the Crown should be a model 
employer. I agree, but I add that the 
Crown employee should be a model work­
man-that the two factors must inevitably 
go together. 

The attitude of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion towards his tragic administrative record 
is pathetic. Reductions in salaries and 
wages were the principal feature of the 
1Uuore ..tldminrslJration. J.n factJ 1t was the 
Leader of the Oppos.tion s proud boast tnat 
lno GoYernmem !lad adopted a policy of 
defiat1011 of wages long betore any .t>rern1ers' 
l'lan was corw~rved. I wrll quote hrs own 
words, as published in the ''Daily Mail" 
of l6ch February, 1931, on his return from 
a meeting of a l'remiers' Conference at Can­
berra-

" Information laid before the confer­
ence on what cuts the various Govern­
ments had made was as follows :-

New South Wales, information not 
available, 

Victoria, 4~ to 15 per cent., average 
5.3 per cent. 

Queensland, 10 to 15 per cent., 
average 11 per cent. 

South Australia, 10 to 1(, per cent., 
average 6 per cent. 

Western Australia, 3~ to 10 per 
cent., average 6 por cent. 

Tasmania, 2~ to 10 per cent., average 
7 per cent. 

The Commonwealth had averaged a 
saving of 0.6 per cent., effected by a 
special tax of 10 to 15 per cont. on 
salaries exceeding £725. 
" It would thus be seen that Queens­

land and South Australia had made 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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the most serious attempt to bring down 
wages, while Western Australia was 
waiting for the decision of its Arbitra­
tion Court. The Commonwealth had not 
attempted to bring down salaries under 
the £725 mark." 

The Premiers' Plan was not adopted until 
May or June, 1931. 

The history of wage reductions can be 
briefly summed up as follows:-

1. The Moore Government took the 
initiative to bring about wage reduc­
tions in their first year of office by 
approaching the Arbitration Court 
for a general reduction in the basic 
wage; 

2. There was no definite decision in 
this matter m the early months of 
1930; 

3. The view of the Moore Government 
in this matter can be summed up 
in the statement of the then 
Attorney-General, Mr. Macgroarty, 
who said-

" The Government had allowed the 
Court to function, but the Court had not 
functioned in the way it should have 
done.H 

That utterance was typical of the attitude 
of the Moore Government towards the prin­
ciples of arbitration and wage fixation-

4. At a further hearing of the basic 
wage claim before the Arbitration 
Court in 1930, the Moore Government 
instructed their representatives to 
ask for a reduction in the basic 
wage from £4 Ss. to £3 16s. 

5. A few days later the Crown lodged 
its own application to the Court, 
which asked for " a general reduc­
tion in all salaries by two grades." 

6. An Order in Council was then issued 
exempting Crown 
the operations of 
Court, and this was 
introduction of the 
1930. 

employees from 
the Industrial 

followed by the 
Salaries Act of 

Under the Salaries Act salaries and wages 
of State employees were reduced from 10 
to 15 per cent. This reduction was increased 
from a 10 to 15 per cent. basis to a 15 to 
20 per cent. basis under the Premiers' Plan. 
The effective result of these arrangements 
was that the employees of the State of 
Queens:and suffered substantial reductions 
in salaries and wages approximately one 
year earlier than the employees of any other 
State Government. Automatic increases 
were also withheld by the Moore Govern­
ment. At the Premiers' Conference held in 
Melbourne from 28th January to 5th Febru­
ary, 1932, the Premier of Queensland, now 
the Leader of the Opposition, submitted a 
further statement, which is contained in the 
official report of the proceedings. It will 
be remembered that at this conference the 
Rt. Hon. S. M. Bruce, then acting Trea­
surer of the Federal Government, rebuked 
the Moore Government for their high 
deficits and ever-increasing drift towards 

[Hon. W. Fm·gan Smith. 

insolvency. The Leader of the Opposition 
said-

" Though not showing on the table on 
page 5, the effective reduction in salaries 
and wages, etc., amounts to 24 per cent. 
below 1929-30, including rationing and 
short time. This method was deemed 
advisable rather than to secure a 
similar result in another way." 

So that the Leader of the Opposition, 
according to his own statement, by a 
reduction in wages, rationing, and short 
time had secured a reduction approximating 
-using his own figure-24 per cent. That 
does not tally with the statements made in 
this Chamber during the debate on this vote 
last Thursday. 

Tho Leader of the Opposition further 
stated-

" Should the anticipated decline in 
revenue prove accurate, and no improve­
ment in oversea prices takes place, the 
position must of necessity receive the 
earnest consideration of the Government. 
As to how it will be met I am unable 
to say at present. The average salary 
in the public service is already the 
lowest of any State in Australia, and 
the possibility of bridging the gap by 
taxation is out of the question." 

I ask hon. members to note carefully these 
passages. They are to be found in the 
official report and reveal the attitude of the 
J.Ioore Government at that time. 

The next stop was the Premiers' Confer­
ence of April, 1932, at which the experts' 
report was the principal matter considered. 
The first recommendation of the experti 
was this-

" That the principle of a reduction 
in real wages of 10 per cent. already 
provided under awards of the Federal 
Arbitration Court, should be made 
general, and be given effect to b:;- all 
wage-fixing tribunals, or by legislation." 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons, said-
" This recommendation really provides 

for the carrying out of what was an 
underlying principle of the Premiers' 
Plan." 

:Ylr. Lyons also indicated thao his Govern­
meut fully accepted the text of the experts' 
report, and stated that, provided the States 
likewise concurred, the Commonwealth 
would co-operate with the States in negotiat­
ing for a loan of £10,000,000 for works and 
employment. The Leader of the Opposition, 
according to the official report of the confer­
ence, .said-

" Queensland's representatives desireLl 
to make clear that the Queensland 
Government had no intention of depart­
ing from the spirit of the Premiers' 
Plan." 

"The spirit of the Premiers' Plan"-to 
which the hon. gentleman there referred­
had been previously mentioned by Mr. 
Lyons, and the experts' report of which he 
was speaking was a report subaoquent. to 
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that plan favouring a further reduction of 
10 per cent.-and the Leader of the 
Opposition concurred with this proposal. 
The Leader of the Opposition's statement 
proceeds-

" But it might be difficult for Queens­
land, with an election pending, to satisfy 
the Commonwea.lth in this regard." 

The proposal would ha.ve meant an 
additional reduction in the basic wage 
from £3 14e. to £2 18s. 6d. in 
Queensland. It 1s 'ignificant that the 
reduction would have brought the basic 
wage in Queensland to the same level 
as the Federal basic wage of that time which 
wa.s 10 per cent. below the standard la.id 
down in the "Harvester" judgment by the 
l~tc l'vfr. Justice Higgins many years ago. 
There can be no doubt a.t all that at that 
time the. Premiers at that conference agreed 
';'" pr;nmple to th~t reduction. The Acting 
l rem1er of V1ctona, Mr. Tunnecliffe with­
drew from the conference and ' other 
PrcmicnJ To;y Premiers, continued in con­
ference. It 1s well known that the under­
standing was that should the Tory Party be 
successful m the olcohons that were due to 
be held in Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland the various States would c'onfer 
power on the Commonwealth to apply a 
basJC we.ge for the whole of the Common­
wealth, and tha.t basic wage would have 
been ftxed on the ba.sis of the experts' report, 
the '· Harvester " standard, less 10 per cont. 
Fortunatel0 for Queensland in particular 
and .Aut1tralia in general-

,, The best laid schemes o' mice and 
n1en 

Gang aft a-gley;" 

And no amendment of the Commonwealth 
Constitution can be made by this method 
unless all the States agree. That is the 
point to rememf>el' -these powers could not 
be conferred on Lite Commonwealth Govern­
ment unless all tho Parliaments of the various 
f:ltates passed unif<ll'm legislation giving it 
those powers. '1'1"' return to power of a 
Labour Government. in Queensland-at that 
time the only Labour Government in Aus­
tralia~saved not merely the workers of 
Queensland, but all the workers of Australia­
the plan could not be applied. {Opposition 
dissent.) Hon. members opposite may deny 
that statement as much as they like-it is a 
fact. From my discussion with the officers of 
the various depart,mcnts of State I know that 
that was the unde!'st anding, As a matter of 
fact, a draft was p!'epared by the Railway 
Department in Queensland showing the effect 
of a reduction in wages of 10 per cent., 
and its effect on the budgetary position. 

1\Ir. GoDFREY MtHtGAN: I never saw that 
draft report, and lo1ow nothing about it. 

The PREMIER: J.a,{, year it was tabled. 
J'.1r. GODFREY MnRGAN : It was not pre­

pared. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The PREMIER: H was prepared, and 
has been tabled. The point I a.m making is 
also evidenced from the following statement 

made on behalf of the Moore Government, 
and published in the "Da.ily Mail" of 16th 
February, 1931-

"DANGER OF BILL IssuEs. 
"The Federal Arbitration Court. said 

11r .. Jl.1oore, after many months of 
wgmry and hearing the most voluminous 
endence, found that a rednction on the 
mdcx figure was not sufficient to meet 
the fall in the national income, and 
declar':'d that . a further 10 per cent. 
reductwn was ImperatiVe. That decision 
now applied to all those industries cited 
in the hearing, and for Governments to 
attempt to ignore the finding only meant 
a. contmuous dependence on Treasury 
btlls to enable them to continue their 
employees at rates unavailable to out­
side industries.'' 

Hon. members will note that that statement 
was made by the hon. member for Aubigny 
twelve months before the report of the 
experts advocating the further 10 per cent. 
red~ction in real wages was presented. It 
md10ates the desire of the hon. gentlema.n 
that the Federal basic wage standard should 
be the basis of all wage fixations. 

The figures I have quoted a.nd the excerpts 
I have given from the statements of the 
Leader of tho Opposition are a complete 
refutation of the claim put forward bv the 
hon. member last Thursday evening. B;iefiy, 
the facts are these : Immediately the Moore 
Government attained office they commenced 
wage reduction. They were proud of the 
fact that they had brought about a reduction 
in salaries and wages earlier than any 
other Government in Australia had done 
so. It showed that that was their policy, 
and their intention. Furthermore, the 
excerpts quoted indicate very clearly that it 
was the desire and intention of the Moore 
Government to a.pply the findings of the 
expert committee had they been given the 
opportunity. Had the Moore Government 
been returned to office in 1932 there would 
have been six State Premiers and ono Prime 
Minister representing the same party. It 
would have been a case of-

" Seven hearts that beat as one, 

" Seven minds with but a single 
thought." 

In order that the facts in relation to the 
basic wage so far a.s it affects Queensland 
should be known and placed on record, at 
my request the Public Service Commissioner 
has prepared a statement commencing with 
the first basic wage declaration made by 
:Mr. Justice Ma,"naughton, and continuing 
up to the present tim<'. The information 
contained in this table should be placed on 
record, so that members will know the posi­
tion, and have the facts in chronological 
order. 

The CHAIRMA:L\: Is it the pleasure of 
the Committee that the table shall be 
printed in " I-Iansa.rd "? 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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~ Date of He11ring. Application by- Claim. Crown Representation. 
<;:, 

(!) 

'"d l't'cision of Court. 

;s ~ 
::;::i 15th and 16th March, 1920 Reference by Judge Macnaughton. for Nil 
. " opiuion of Full Beuch 

£3 17s. per week for un.skilled workers is: 
of the Water Supply and Sewerage t;:j 
Board ::0 ~ 

<;:, 
"'l 

'Q 

"' ;;: 
~ 
~ 

n;, and 8th February, 1921 I Referenre by President McCawley 
for opinion of Full Beuch /Nil £4 5s. per week as from 1st March, ._, 

1921 [;:! 
(!) 

(Note.-Following this decision. the Full Bench decided that certain Awards relating to Crown employees should be varied by adding £10 per 
annum to all salaries of less than £300.) · 

<+ 

"' g: 
CD 

~· 1st and 2ud November, 1921 
~ 

Reference by President McCawley 
for opinion of Full Bench 

Nil Matter deferred until February, 1922 "' 

"' "' 
1st February, 1922 

10th March, 1924 .. 

6th and 7th April, 1925 

..... 
g. Ditto £4 per week as from 1st March, 1922 Nil 

0 
(Note.-On 1st July, 1922, the Crown made application for variatious of certain Awards relating to Crown. employees consequent upon the Court's ~ 

reduction in the basic wage. Broadly speaking, reductions of £10 per annum in the case of males were awarded in salaries up to £300 per annum, thus 
bringing the salaries into line with the rates which existed prior to the basic wage in. crease of 1st March, 1921. Following upon the variation of these 
Awards "The Salaries Act of 1922" was passed, reducius salaries over £300 per annum by 5 per ceut. as from 1st July, 1922.) 

Aus~~alian Workers' Union for re·, 
VIS IOU 'Nil "I No variation 

(Note.-" The Public Service Act Amendment Act of 1924" gave all Crown employees access to the Arbitration Court and repealed the provision 
which was known as "the £300 embargo." State Service Unions quickly lodged claims in the Court for largely increased salaries and substantial 
increases were awarded as from 1st November, 1924.) 

Australian Workers' Union in con-I 
junction. with practically all other 
Unions for revision 

'Nil 
. ·1 No variation 

(Note.-" The Salaries Act of 1922 "was repealed as from 1st July, 1925. As from 28th September, 1925, the basic wage was increased to £4 5s. per 
week by "The Basic Wage Act of 1925.") 

6th aud 7th September, 1926\ Australian Workers' Union aud other I Basic wage to be raised from £4 5s.l Opposed application for increase 
U uions for revision to £4 15s. per week 

No variation. Further review in 
:February, 1927 

2nd March, 1927 Ditto ditto 

18th 1\farch, 1930, and follow-j Ordered by Court under "The I No specified claims made 
ing days Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra· 

tion dct of 1929 " 

ditto 

Reduction from £4 5s. to £4 1s. 

No variation 

No variation.. Further declaration In 
July 

..,. 
~ 

~ 
'ti 
~ 

~ 

~ 
00 
t<j 

; 
~ 

.:..... 

~ 
~ 
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Date of Hearing. Application by- Claim. Crown Representation. Decision of Court .. 

--------1 ·I I I -

14th July, 1930, and following I Ordered by Court under "The 
days Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra­

tion Act of 1929 " 

No specific claims made, but during I Reduction from £4 5s. to £3 16s. 
argument--

Employers' Federation urged reduc­
tion to £3 16s. 

Reduction of Basic Wage from £4 5s. 
to £4 as from 1st August, 1930 

Chamber of Manufactures urged re­
duction to £3 10s. 

28th July, 1930, and following I Crown 
days 

(a) General reduction in all salaries I See previous column 
by two grades ; 

Reduction of 6 per cent. (except where 
wages were reduced by 5s. per week 
under July basic wage reduction) as 
from 1st August, 1930 

3rd Novemlier, 1930 .• 

18th May, 1~31 

3rd October, 1932 

(b) Basic wage as previously deter­
mined by Court 

(Note.-By Order in Council dated 11th September, 1930, Crown employees were excepted from the operations of "The Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act of 1929." On 15th September, 1930, "The Salaries Act of 1930" came into operation imposing reductions in salaries and wages of 
Crown employees ranging from 10 to 15 ver cent. ; these reductions took the place of the reductions previously awarded by the !ndustrial Court. 
Adult employees working full time did not receive less than the basic wage declared by the !ndustrial Court.) 

.. , Queensland Employers' 
and other employers 

Ditto 

Federation 1 £3 13s. per week 

I 
I £3 7s. 6d. per week 

Nil. Public Servants excepted from 
operation of " The Industrial Con­
ciliation and Arbitration Act of 
1929" by Order in Council dated 
11th September, 1930 

ditto 

Reduction from £4 to £3 17s. as from 
1st December, 1930 

Reduction from £3 17s. to £3 14s. as 
from 1st July, 1931 

(Note.-The basic w~ge for Crown employees was adjusted to conform to the basic wage declarations of the Court. As from 1st July, 1931, the rates 
of reduction under " The Salaries Act of 1930" were increased from 10 to 15 per cent. to 15 to 20 per cent.) 

, Queensland Employers' Federation I Revision 
and other employers 

1 Nil. Public Servants excepted from 
operation of "The Industrial Con­
ciliation and Arb.:tration Act of 
1929" by Order in Council dated 
11th September, 1930 

No variation. 
ary, 1933 

Adjourned to Febru-

27th and 28th February, 1933 Ditto £3 4s. per week Nil No variation. 

29th November, 1933 Ditto £3 3s. per week Nil No variation 

(Note.-Under" The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act of 1932," which came into operation on 1st February,l933, persons employed by the 
Government were again given access to the !ndustrial Court. It was provided that nothing in this Act should prejudice or all'ect the operation of the 
Salaries Act. "The Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act Amendment Act of 1934," however, prescribed that in the making of Awards on or after 
1st October, 1934, the Salaries Act was to be disregarded in respect of salaries not exceeding £500. On 26th November, 1934, the !ndustrial Court 
decided that the scale of reductions was to be reduced by one-fourth in each case as regards salaried officers (the rates of reduction now range from 111; 
to 20 per cent). As regards wages employees the Court decided that the wage rates in operation prior to August, 1930, were to be restored, less a 
reduction of lls. per week to conform to the reduction in the State basic w•ge.) 
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That is all I have to say on the matter. 
Little good can be done by trying to mislead 
the public in the manner that was attempted 
on Thursday last. The facts relating to 
salaries and wag·es are as I have stated. 
'l'he fallacy and futility of the Moore policy 
was demonstrated by peak unemployment, 
pook bankrupt·cy, and record budget deficits. 
Since that policy has been altered, conditwns 
have improved, and thereby the policy 
pursued by this Govormnent has been 
justified. 

Mr. BRAND (I sis) [11.2 a.m.]: The 
Premier is evidently hard pressed to find 
justification for the continuance of the wages 
that were in operation during the Mooro 
regime. He suggests that had the Moore 
Government been returned in 1932, wages 
would have been still further reduced. 
He cannot support that suggestion by facts. 
Nothing more oon be inferred from the fact 
that the hon member for Aubigny said that 
he would abide by the spirit of the Premier's 
Plan than from the statement made by the 
present Premier in 1932 that he would abide 
by the spirit of that Plan. It must not be 
inf0rred that the Premier presupposes a 
reduction in wages when he says he intends 
to abide by the spirit of the Premiers' Plan. 

I say <~gain that the Premier is hard 
pressed to make out a case for himself. He 
is endeavouring to adopt the attitude of 
saying, " After all, I recognise that I am 
paying the workers of Queensland too small 
a wage. but it is a better wage than that 
which would have been paid had the Moore 
Government been returned." That attitude 
may take political parties a fair distance, 
but it will not advance the country one step. 
Despite the statement made by the Premier 
to-day, the fact cwnot be challenged that 
the wage reduction imposed b~- the. Mooro 
Government was smaller than that 1rnposed 
by any other State in Australia, many of 
whom were controlled by Labour Govern­
ments, and that the present Government 
continued the wages that were in operation 
when the ~1oore G overnrnent went out of 
office. The basic wage in June, 1932, was 
£3 14s., and it is still £3 14s. The Public 
Service Commissioner in his report refers 
t·J the restoration of salary cuts and counsels 
oaution in that direction. The restoration 
of those cuts by the present Government is less 
than that granted in any other State of Aus­
tralia. Tory Governments throughout Aus­
tralia have made contributions towards the 
restor<ltion of the salary cuts that were 
effected during the worst depression years. 
::-Jaturally, the Premier is worried about the 
condition and he has not been able to do 
what a National Government have been 
able to do in the matter. He is endeavour­
ing to make out a case this morning by 
placing the blame upon the head of the 
Moore Government. I repeat that that is 
not going to get the Premier very far; nor 
will it get this country very far. 

The concluding passages of the Prcmio,-·, 
remarks this morning indicate that we have 
passed through the period of stagnation to 
a period of prosperity; that being so, the 
public servants of this State are entitled to 
look for some restoration of their salarv 
cuts. These cuts have been a severe burden 
upon them and to-day they are seriously 
affected. I know that public servants in 
Queensland are expecting a return of the 
cuts, notwithstanding the fact that they 
have been given access to the Industrial 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

Court. They are expecting that they will 
receive some benefit from the increase in the 
prosperity of the State that has taken place 
during the last three years. That increase 
has not occurred because a Labour Govern­
ment has been in power in this State, but 
because of an improvement throughou,t the 
whole of Australia. 

The Premier is hard pressed and I regret 
he has endeavoured to make the people 
believe that the Premier of the day made 
a statement that was not made. It was 
never intended to further reduce salaries 
by the Moore Government. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [11.8 
a.rn.]: I am one of those who represented 
the Queensland Government at the confer­
ence in April, 1932, to which the Premier 
referred and I know what happened at it. 
A report was furnished by the experts, 
including Professor Copland, but at no time 
did the Premier of Queensland, now the 
Leader of the Opposition, express an opinion 
in that report. He adopted the attitude that 
he ought not to do so and in that he was 
quite right. It is not right that any 
Government in their dying days should agree 
to any scheme that the people at the forth­
coming election might not endorse. It is 
wrong for any Government during the last 
six months of their term of office to enter 
into any large and important undertaking 
that is likelv to tie the hands of the new 
Government that might be elected by the 
people. The Premier is not correct in the 
inference that he has drawn. I was present 
at the conference and I know the attitude 
that was adopted by the Leader of the 
Opposition and the delegates from the other 
States. The subject of a further reduction 
in wages and salaries was not discussed. It 
is wrong for the Premier to say that if the 
Moore Government had been returned to 
power wages and salaries would have been 
reduced still fur.ther. That ~s only an 
assumption on his part with the object of 
disseminating political propaganda through­
out the country. He has based his state­
ment on a report submitted to a certain 
authority, which he claims is proof of his 
assertion. The point is that these things 
wore never adopted, nor even debated. 

Mr. WALSH: You did not get an oppor­
tunity. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We did have 
the opportunity. The conference was 
attended by representatives from the other 
States, although I think that Mr. Tunne­
cliffe, the Labour representative from Vic­
toria, later retired from the conference. 
It is wrong for the Premier to mislead the 
people by his erroneous statement. It is the 
duty of a Premier to be fair. The people 
have favoured him by putting him in the 
highest position in the State, yet he endeav­
ours to mislead thorn by making a statement 
that is absolutely untrue. 

Did the present Government take any 
steps during their three years of office to 
improve the conditions about which they 
complain so much? The Premiers' Plan 
provided for reductions in the salaries of 
public servants. The Industrial Court was 
approached. and eventually the basic wage 
was reduced. During their three years of 
office the present Government took advantage 
of all the reductions that were made under 
the Moore regime. Did they restore tho.;o 
reductions to the public servants? So far 
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as I can remember, the only restorations 
were made to public servants receiving £950 
per annum, whose salaries were increased 
to £1,000 per annum, and to public servants 
receiving £1,000, whose salaries were 
increased to £1,050 per annum. Although 
the lower paid workers were getting only 
what may be described as a bread and butter 
wage th.ey were not even considered by 
their alleged political friends. Hon. mem­
bers opposite were not co-ncerned about 
restoring wages to workers on the basic 
wage or less, they were concerned only 
with greasing the fat pig-increasing the 
salaries of the highly paid officials. 

During the last election campaign the 
Labour Party issued a political dodger inti­
mating that the Labour Government had 
administered the Industrial Court so success­
fully that the State could now claim the 
highest basic wage of any State in Aus­
tralia. If that was achieved by political 
interference with the Industrial Court then 
it is a reflection upon the court itself. If 
an Industrial Court can be influenced bv a 
Government it should cease to exist. · In 
fact, no person occupying a high and respon­
sible position on the Industrial Court bench 
should be cs.pable of being influenced by a 
Government. 

The PREMIER: Who suggests that they 
are? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The pamphlet 
issued by the Labour Party during the last 
election campaign suggested that the Labour 
Government were responoiblo for the fact 
that the basic wage in Queensland was the 
highest in any of the States of Australia. 
:Vly point is that while it is true that during 
the term of office of the present Govern­
ment the basic wag-e was the highest in 
any State in Australia it was also the highest 
under the Moore regime, and the prc,ent 
Government can claim no credit on that 
score. The basic wage was fixed by the 
court without any reference whatsoever to, 
or influence by, the Moore Government. 

The PREMIER: We repealed your Act, and 
our amending legislation enabled the Court 
to compute the basic wage on a hig-her 
standard. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The present 
Government took full advantage of the reduc­
tions brought into effect by the Moore 
Government. The reduced basic wage has 
also continued up to the present moment. 
The cost of living to-day is higher than it 
was during the Moore regime. That is 
indicated by the increase that has taken 
place in the awards of the Federal Court 
of Conciliation and Arbitration. Those 
awards rise or fall according- to the increase 
or fall in the cost of living. Therefore, 
the existing basic wage of £3 14s'. has not 
the same high purchasing power to-day as 
it had during the Moore regime. 

The Premier is also responsible for the 
statement that a basic wage of £3 14s. 
now is a more effective wage by 7s. lld. 
than the basic wage of £4 Ss. formerly was. 
He based that statement on the fact that 
the cost of living had been reduced. It 
is not the amount of the basic wage that 
counts, but its purchasing power. When 
we talk of the basic wage we must also 
take into consideration the cost of living 
figures. We all know that both the Federal 
and State courts are approached for a revi­
sion of the basic wage as the cost of living 

decreases or increases. The basic wage is 
like a barometer--it fluctuates according to 
the cost of living figures. It is possible 
that within the next few weeks, the unions 
will move the State court for an increase 
in the basic wage. They will be quite within 
their rights, because when the cost of living 
figures show a fall the employers-and rightly 
so-will move the court for a reduction. 
We ought not to interfere with the prin­
ciples laid down for the fixation of the 
basic wage. No Government, whatever their 
politics, should influence the court in its 
decisions. The court should be free and 
untrammelled. Likewise no Government 
should claim that the basic wage was 
increased during its term of office. It is 
possible that within the next twelve months 
tho Premier and his satellites will proclaim 
throug-hout the country that they were 
responsible for an increase in the basic wage. 
Doubtless, too, they will distribute pamph­
lets making a similar claim, when, after 
all, the increase will be solely due to an 
increase in the cost of living. That any 
Government should claim the credit for an 
increase or decrease in the basic wage is 
not only humiliating-, but also an insult to 
the members of the court. 

The Premier stated that during the period 
his Government have been in power the 
cost of living in Queensland has been lower 
than in anv other State of the Common­
wealth. Alt-hough that statement is correct 
it may mislead the people into thinking 
that the present Government are, responsible 
for it. During the "-hole of the period I 
have been a member of this Assembly, the 
cost of living in Queensland-irrespective 
of the Government in power-has been lower 
than that in anv other State of the Common­
wealth. In vie~v of that fact it is ridiculous 
for the Premier to take credit to his Govern­
ment when the cost of living goeg down. What 
influence has the Premier or the Government 
on the price of butter or meat and other 
products? The prevailing prices are due to 
influences over which the Premier has no 
contraL If the Government takes credit 
for a rise in prices they should also take the 
blame for a fall in prices. The Premier has 
claimed that the fall in the cost of living­
was due to the fact that his Government 
were in power, but I would remind the hon. 
gentleman that the same conditions prevailed 
when the Moore Government were in power. 
At that time the co<t of living was lower 
in Queensland than in any other State in 
Australia. 

During the last State election campaign 
the Labour Party circulated pamphlets 
throughout the State claiming that the 
Smith Government were responsible for the 
fact that the basic wage was higher in 
Queensland and the co,t of living lower 
than in !lny other State in Australia. The 
Premier knows that his Government ha.d 
no influence on those matters, and that such 
statements were _entirely misleading. It is 
regrettable that mcorrcct statements should 
bo circulated amongst the electors. No 
doubt that propaganda assisted the Gm-ern­
ment to regain office, but it is deplorable 
that a higher standard of political morality 
does not prevail in this State. The Pre­
mier and the Government should endeavour 
to fight fairly, and not use statements that 
arc not in accordance with fc1cts. and have> 
been denied time after time bY hon. mem­
bers on this side of the Committee. 

JYir. Morgan.] 
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Mr. TAYLOR (Enoqgera) [11.25 a.m.]: 
The hon. members for Isis and Dalby have 
endeavoured to refute the statements of 
the Premier, showing that industrial condi­
tions in Queensland are better as a result 
of Labour administration in Queensland 
than they were during the period of the 
Moore Government. The statements of the 
hon. member for Dalby are paradoxical. For 
the last ten minutes he has endeavoured to 
show the Assembly that since Brisbane was 
Brisbane the cost of living in this capital 
has been lower than in any other in 
Australia. During the debate on the 
Address in Reply the same gentleman criti­
cised the Government for putting into effect 
a policy that had the result of driving 
capital from the State. He maintained 
that the cost of production in Queensland 
was higher than in any other State, and 
that the cost of production in Brisbane was 
higher than in any other capital city in 
Australia. If that is so, how can Brisbane 
have the lowest cost of living? 

The hon. member for Isis this morning 
stated that the Government were not fair 
to the public service and the workers of 
Queensland generally in regard to wages. 
Queensland has always been regarded as 
the State wherein ihe workers have got the 
highest value for their services. To this, 
of course, they are entitled. The object of 
the Labour Party is that the worker shall 
be paid such a wage as is in conformity 
with the value of his labour, and will enable 
him to enjoy a decent standard of living. 
Queensland has still the highest average 
basic wage and the shortest working week 
of all the States. To prove this I shall 
quote figures as at June, 1935, issued by the 
Commonwealth Statistician-an officer not 
under the control of the Queensland Labour 
Government, but a. Commonwealth officer 
controlled by a Government of the political 
colour of hon. members opposite. The 
figures, which give the weekly wage and 
working hours in a number of industries, 
are-

Wood, furniture, etc. 

State. Wage. Hours. 
s. d. 

New South Wales 87 8 45.74 
Victoria 82 11 47.97 
Queensland 92 11 44.03 
South Australia 78 9 48.00 
·western Australia 84 0 46.58 
Tasmania. 83 10 47.90 
Australia (average) 85 11 46.46 

Engineering works, etc. Metal. 

State. Wage. Hours. 

s. d. 

Kew South Wales 85 4 44.03 
Victoria 81 3 46.68 
Queensland 89 7 44.00 
South Australia 78 9 46.63 
Western Australia 86 3 44.45 
Tasmania 85 6 45.64 
Au~tralia (average) 83 9 45.25 

The figures prove that in these two indus­
tries alone the workers in Queensland enjoy 
better wages a.nd conditions than their 
counterparts in the other States. 

[Mr. Taylor. 

Clothing 
State. 

T·rn.des. 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland ... 
South Australia 
·western Australia 
Tasmania 
Average for Common­

wealth 

Wage. 
8. d. 
78 4 
79 10 
83 2 
83 2 
86 7 
74 7 

79 11 

Hours. 

44.00 
45.17 
44.00 
44.00 
44.00 
46.29 

44.54 

Another example is this record of the 
figures for the building industry:-

State. Wage. Hours. 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Average for Common­

wealth 

s. d. 
97 7 
90 7 

102 11 
86 B 
90 9 
87 1 

94 1 

43.66 
44.38 
44.00 
44.44 
44.13 
44.59 

44.04 

Compare the average weekly wage for the 
Commonwealth with 102s. lld. for Queens­
land ! The next is the mining industry, in 
which the figures are-

State. 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Average for Common­

wealth 

Wage. 
s. d. 

103 1 
85 2 

108 4 
71 6 
95 5 
95 7 

97 10 

Hours. 

42.95 
44.76 
43.47 
43.79 
44.65 
44.92 

43.62 

Queensland stands out in this industry with 
an average weekly wage of lOBs. 4d. 

The weekly wage and hours in the rail 
and tram services are :-

State. Wage. Hours. 
s. d. 

New South Wales 82 5 44.38 
Victoria 83 0 47.59 
Queensland 88 2 44.00 
South Australia 77 8 48.00 
Western Australia 86 4 43.79 
Tasmania. 80 2 48.00 
Average for Common-

wealth ... 83 4 45.58 

and in the pastoral and agricultural indus­
tries-

State. 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania. 
Average for Common­

wealth 

Wage. 
8. d. 
70 7 
71 4 
83 0 
68 5 
75 0 
74 11 

73 4 

Hours. 

Those figures give the lie direct to the sug­
gestion made by the hon. member for ls1s. 
He tried his best to prove that this Govern­
ment are paying lower wages and providing 
worse conditions than are the Governments 
of the other States. The Commonwea.lth 
Statistician, who is under the control of a 
Nationalist Government, shows that the 
suggestion is incorrect. 
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The public service know perfectly well 
that the Queensland Government are pre­
pared to give thorn every assistance they can. 

OPPOSITION MEMBER: Whatever they ask 
for? 

Mr. TAYLOR: No, not whatever they ask 
for. No doubt during the next few months 
they will get from the Industrial Court an 
increase that will be justified by the court's 
decision. The public service in return appre­
ciate very much what the Government are 
doing for the State in general, and the 
public service in particular. 

Mr. MOORE (.4>~bigny) [11.37]: I am 
rather at a loss to know why this speech 
of propaganda for his own side was delivered 
by the Premier this morning. He has adopted 
the very unfair practice, sometimes resorted 
to bv politicians, of taking sentences out of 
statements and thus using parts for political 
propaganda purposes. The very first state­
ment I made at the conference of Common­
wealth and State Ministers held in Mel­
bourne on the 15th April, 1932, begins-

" The Queensland representatives have 
given most earnest consideration to both 
the Committee's report and the state· 
ment of the Prime Minister. They desire 
to make clear that the Queensland 
Government has no intention of depart· 
ing from the spirit of the Premiers' Plan, 
and so far as Government expenditure is 
concerned has carried out the necessary 
reductions in the main, and proposes to 
continue to pursue a pr.ogressive policy 
towards financial equilibrium, and will 
not relax its efforts until a balanced 
budget has been achieved. At the same 
time the representatives are not suffi­
ciently satisfied with all the aspects of 
the latest report in its relationship to 
Queensland. Before committing them­
selves, to any proposal the Queensland 
representatives desire to remind the con­
f<lrence that on a previous occasion when 
the question of loan allocation was dis­
cussed Queensland was declined assistance 
owing to her having funds of her own 
available. It is, therefore, essential that 
a definite assurance be given that a 
similar attitude will not be adopted on 
this occasion. The basis of the alloca­
tion of funds available is of utmost 
importance to Queensland, and its repre­
sentatives are not prepared to commit 
their State to any proposal until that 
question has been definitely and clearly 
defined. 

" Queensland welcomes the Common­
wealth Government's offer to assist to 
the extent of £5,000,000, and will under­
take to guarantee the necessary interest 
on its proportion of the interest bearing 
monev made available from the Unem­
ploye.d Relief Tax Fund " 

that is. when the State's share had been 
defined. 

At the time when I was Premier it was 
the practice to issue a report at the con­
clusion of the conference-as instanced by the 
Premier's quoting from it. This report, 
although not a very full one, was neverthe· 
less, a report. The complaint of the present 
Premier is that Star Chamber methods were 
adopted, and the reports were too meagre. 
At the present time no reports are issued, 
and we on this side of the Chamber cannot 
get any information as to what has happened, 
or what anyone said at the conference. A 

little further on in my statement on that 
occasion I said-

" 'rhe Queensland Government has 
already passed legislation directing the 
Arbitration Court to cons1der the possible 
and probable economic effect on tJ::e cc;m­
munity as a whole in any determmat~on 
it may give. Therefore, th<: co'-:rt hav!ng 
full powers no further legislative act10n 
should be ;equiroo to give effect to that 
portion of the committee's report." 

That is a definite statement that we were 
not prepared to go further in carrying it 
out. vVe stated that the court had power 
to do it. 

Capital has been made of my statement 
that an election was coming on and that 
consequently I could not make a definite 
pronouncement. In that r_espect I should 

. like to quote another portiOn of my state­
ment at that same conference-

" The Prime Minister in his speech 
made clear that any proposals were 
subject to agreement amongst all the 
States and the giving of adequate 
guara~tees of their due yerformance. It 
is ·desired to ascertam more clearly 
the views of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment on these points, particularly in 
regard to Ne-;, South vVales and ViC-
toria . . . 

Victoria had left the conference, and New 
South Wal0s had failed to carry out the 
scheme. I wanted to know what the 
guarantees were, and I said-

. . . as it may be difficult for 
Queensland-with an election pending 
-to satisfv the Commonwealth Govern­
ment in this regard." 

How could I give a guarantee with an 
election in view? No one knew whether we 
should be returned io power or not. 'I'hat 
statement has boon twisted by the present 
Government. I consider it a rather despic­
able thing to tako part of a sentence and 
use it for political purposes. 

The PREMIER : It was not intended. 

Mr. MOORE : It is all right to say it 
was not intended. At page 13 in the report 
of the previous conference I said this-

" On the bottom of page 6 it is con­
clusivelv proved that our obligation has 
been fulfilled. Queensland, being in the 
main a primary producing St;:tte, has 
felt the full force of the drastic slump 
in prices for overseas exports, . and the 
decrease in revenue from taxatwn, rail­
ways, and other sources accounts for 
£1 600 000 in spite of continuous efforts 
on' the' pa'rt of the Government." 

I further said this·-
" Finally it is abundantly clear that 

a further ' drastic cut in controllable 
governmental expenditure would have a 
very small appreeia ~le effe_ct on the 
position, and the falhng off m r~ven~e, 
although taxation has been 1~eav1ly 
increased renders further assistance 
from tha't source impracticable." 

I stated that if the Government had to 
make further reductions in controllable 
governmental expenditure it. ;would _h_ave 
very little effect on the preva1lmg pos1t10n. 
I went on to say-

" In Queensland the State Arbitration 
Court has been left free and untram­
melled to fix the number of hours to 

Mr. Moore] 
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b0 worked and wages to be paid in the 
various industries and callings coming 
within its jurisdiction, after the most 
careful consideration of the facts placed 
before it. If the suggestion hinted at 
would require Parliament to instruct the 
court as to hours and wages it would 
be contrary to our conception of an 
independent court." 

0PPOSJTION MEMBERS: Hear, hea•r! 

Mr. 2'1100RE : My statement discloses the 
unprecedentedly difficult times confronting· 
the States and the Commonwealth, and the 
need for the adoption of a plan to assist 
in the financial rehabilitation of thE' countr), 
and proved that Queensland wa; not shirking 
her part. In April, 1931, a considen'd state­
ment was made after the conference h<1d 
begun, so that :Mr. Hill would have ample 
opportunity to confer with his officers and 
decide what action he should take. 'l'he 
following appears m the report of the 
conference-

" South Australia was the first Govern­
ment seriously to tackle reduction in 
Government expenditure, and, as the 
figures submitted to the Premiers' Con­
ference show, the percentage reductions 
made in South Australia are greater than 
those made by any other Government. 
Relative figures of percentage reductions 
are as follows :--Business undertakings, 
30 !"'" cent. ; administration and general, 
19 per cent.; roads, 59 per cent., making 
the total (all groups) 29 per cent." 

I am not criticising South Australia. The 
State was in an extraordinarily difficult 
position. It is largely a primary producin,; 
State and severely felt the slump in world 
prices. It was almost forced into oonk­
ruptcy, and on two or three occasions the 
Commonwealth Government had to come to 
its rescue to enable it to meet its obliga­
tions to its public servants. South Auetraiia 
was forced to take drastic action, but nobody 
would dream of taking advantage of her 
position to make political propaganda no" 
'The action taken by South Australia was 
absolutely necessary' and the State could 
find no alternative. I regard Mr. Hill as 
a man who fearlessly carried out his duty 
to his State and to the Commonwealth of 
Australia under the most extraordinarilv 
difficult conditions. He had to' run counter 
to principles that he had embraced for 
years, and he did it not in his interests but 
in the intero0ts of his own State and the 
Commonwealth. It is despicable and mean 
for any person to endeavour to make 
political prope.ganda now by holding these 
men up to public obloquy, because they 
played a most difficult part during unpre­
cedentedly difficult times. Shortly after­
wards. when the present Government were 
returned to power, the public servants 
waited upon the Acting Premier, the Secre­
tary for Public Lands, and wught a restora­
tion of salary reductions. ·what he said in 
reply to them is indicated in the following 
Press report :-

" The Acting Premier did not give 
his hearers any indication of the extent 
to which they could expect the Govern­
ment to remit the cuts. The Govern­
ment's problem is to determine how 
much it may safely give back to the 
pubhc servants without arousing .the 
opposition of other sections of the com­
rnunity." 

[Mr. Moore. 

Ho was not concerned with what was fair 
or what was just, but how much he could 
restore to the public servants without 
alienating the political support that he 
alroadv had alsewhere. 'That was the 
difficulty facing him ! I do not wish to take 
up the time of the Committee discussing 
these matters. but when a portion of a 
sentence is quoted and (listorted for political 
purposes there is no alternative than to 
read the whole statement. 

'The PHEMJER: What you have read con­
firms my statement. 

Mr. i\100RE: It may confirm the portion 
mad by the Premier, but it does not confirm 
the impression that he sought to convey-it 
does the opposite. It showed that it was 
my contention that any further reduction in 
controllable government expenditure would 
have very little effect upon the prevailing 
position and that we wore endeavouring, as 
far as possible, to make the necessary 
reductions to carry out the Premiers' Ple.n 
in the interests of Australia. Ninety-seven 
per cent. of the bondholders had voluntarily 
agreed to accept a reduction in interest on 
Government stock. They did not urge the 
Government to accept their money, but the 
Government had asked them to subscribe 
to a loan on certain conditions. They 
agreed, and then in the nation's interest they 
were asked to vary their terms, but the 
repre,entatives of the people were also 
parties to the agreement, we having under­
taken to reduce governmental expenditure 
and to continue to do so until financial 
rehabilitation had been established. We had 
to carry out our part of the agreement. 
Would any person who was reasonable and 
fair go back on an agreement of that nature? 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member has exhausted the \,imo allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Balimba) [11.45 a.m.]: 
I was absent from the Committee on Thurs­
dav when this vote was under consideration, 
lJnt I take the present opportunity to add 
my words of commendation of the excellent 
services rendered by the Public Service Com­
missioner and the officers of his department. 
When the Commissioner reaches the age of 
seventy years and retires it will be very diffi­
cult for the Government to obtain an officer 
who will bring to the discharge of the duties 
of the position qualifications similar to those 
he possesses. 

The speech delivered by the Leader of 
the Opposition was rather remarkable. It 
was a very poor defence of fh" attitude 
of his Government towards the employees 
of the Government when he was in power 
from 1929 to 1932. The hon. gentleman 
had the effrontery to say that he did not 
believe in interfering with the Industrial 
Court. That statement, coming from the 
ex-Leader of such a Government, is a most 
remarkable one; especially when one remem­
bers that his Administration applied to the 
court seeking a reduction of wages and 
salaries of their employees approximating 
15 per cent. When the court' in its wisdom 
decided that the case presented by the repre­
sentatives of the unions was sufficient to 
combat that application, it made an award 
reducing salaries and wages by 6 per cent. 
-a percentage it considered equitable. The 
Loader of the Opposition and his Govern­
ment almost immediatelv issued an Order in 
Council gazetting the whole of the Crown 
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employees out of the jurisdiction of the 
court. At the same time another Order in 
Council was issued reducin~ wages "nd 
salaries of Crown employees by from 10 to 
15 per cent. This reduction was subsequently 
increased to 15 to 20 per cent. 

The Leader of the Opposition also endea­
voured to explain away a remarkable state­
ment he, as Premier, made at the Loan 
Council. Anybody who has read tho report 
of the Premiers' Conference of April, 1932, 
w!ll readily see what happened. Conference 
appointed a committee of experts to examine 
the financial position, and make recom­
mendations. This committee recommended 
tbat a reduction of 15 per cent. should be 
made in all real wages. 

Mr. MoORE: 10 per cent. 

Mr. W. ,J. COPLEY: Yes, it would be 
10 per cent. The Prime Minister Mr. 
Lyons, who presided at the conference' made 
the definite statement that the co'mmon­
wealth Government endorsed the report of 
the experts. He was supported in that 
statement by other representatives includ­
ing the Premier of Queensland, th~ present 
Leader of the Opposition. Mr. Lyons said 
tbat It would be necessary to give effect to 
the recommendation either by legislation 
m through the wage fixing tribunal, which­
ever course was necessary. It did not matter 
whether the wage fixation tribunale; did it 
or whether legislation was necessary. 

Mr. MooRE: How do you read that out 
of Mr. Lyon's statement. That is not there. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: It is there. 
Mr. MaDRE: It is not there. You read 

the statement. 
Mr. W. J. COPLEY: I have not got the 

r<>port here. It has been quoted in this 
Chamber. He said definitely-either by the 
wage fixation tribunals or by legislation, 
whichever was necessary. The hon. member 
for Aubigny, who was then Leader of the 
Queensland Government, was one of those 
who supported the attit11:de adopted. by the 
Prime Minister. Subsequently, when speak­
ing to the motion, the hon. member for 
.'l.ubigny, stated-as the Premier stated this 
morning-that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment should not expect too much from 
Queensland in view of the fact an election 
was near. 

Mr. MoORE: I did not say, "Too much "; 
I said, "I cannot guarantee." 

Mr. vV. J. COPLEY: That the Common­
wealth Government could not expect tho 
Queensland Government to carr v out the 
recommendations to the full, in v'iew of the 
fact that an election was coming on in this 
State. 

The Leader of the Opposition cannot 
explain away those statements made by him 
when he was Leader of the Government. 
vVhen the Labour Government assumed office 
in 1932, the Premier and the Secretarv for 
Public Lands attended a Premiers' 'Con­
ference and a meeting of the Loan Council; 
they found that was the policy that had been 
laid down and was to be carried out. Hon. 
members and the public generally who fol­
lowed the reports of those proceedings will 
remember the tremendous fight put up by 
the Leader of this Government, and recall 
the resolution that was moved bv him. and 
l'ubscqucntly became embodied i;; a motoon 

moved by the Prime Minister which subse­
quently became the basis of the new reha­
bilitation scheme that has been carried out 
in Australia since 1932. 

I have already stated in this Chamber, 
and I repeat it, that the whole of the 
improvement in the economic conditions of 
the people throughout Australia date from 
the time the present Premier of Queensland 
attended the Loan Council meeting in 1932. 

The Leader of the Opposition must have 
been very hard put to it to explain many 
of his actions when he was Premier. He 
made a futile endeavour to convince public 
strvants that while his Government were in 
power he was a ministering angel to them. 
On the contrary, during the three years 
the Moore Government were in power more 
than 7,000 Crown employees were either 
sacked or retired, their jobs not being filled 
by the appointment of other officers. 
Moreover, automatic increases were not 
paid. During that time we had the spectacle 
of young people, seventeen and eighteen 
years of age, suffering a 35 per cent. reduc­
tion in salaries, whilst Under Secretaries and 
other high officials on £1,100, £1,200, and 
£1.500 per annum suffered a 20 per cent. 
reduction. That indicates the treatment the 
Moore Government meted out to their 
employees, and the conception of justice 
that they held. 

The Public Service Commissioner was 
given definite instructons by the hon. mem­
ber for Aubigny that under no considerations 
-irrespective of the merits of the case­
were increases in classifications to be even 
considered. Hon. members should recognise 
that had the recommendation of the 
Premiers' Conference at that time been 
carried out the basic wage in Queensland 
would have been reduced to £2 18s. 6d. a 
week. In 1932 the Queensland Government 
and the Premiers' Conference definitely 
pledged themselves to a 10 per cent. reduc­
tion in real wages. That would have meant 
a Queensland basic wage of only £2 18s. 6d. 
The Leader of the Opposition cannot deny 
that fact, or explain it a way. 

Mr. MaDRE : The hon. member should 
read what was said. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That was the out­
look for Government employees had his 
Government been returned to power. vVhen 
dealing with South Australia, the Leader 
of the Opposition stated that Queensland 
had carried its full share of the burden of 
responsibility in connection with the appli­
cation of the Premiers' Plan-the plan so 
dear to the hearts of Nationalist Premiers, 
including the hon. gentleman. The Assistant 
Treasurer of the Commonwealth, :Mr. Bruce, 
had to castigate the Premier of Queensland, 
the hon. member for Aubigny in this connec­
tion on one occasion. A deputation consist­
ing of Queensland Professional Officers' 
Association, the Queensland Teachers' 1J m on. 
and the Queensland State Service Un10n 
waited on the Premier at that time. I kno•.v 
that the Premier, the present Leader of the 
Opposition, then had in his possession a letter 
from Professor Melville, the economist to 
the Commonwealth Government, which stated 
very definitely that the Government of 
Queensland were not acting in accordance 
with the letter or the spirit of the Premiers' 
Plan. The letter was produced by the hon. 
member for Aubigny at that deputation, 
and I requested him to allow me to read it. 

Jrlr. W. J. Copley.] 
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He did so. In fact, every representative at 
that deputation had that letter in his hands, 
but it has since disappeared from the Chief 
Secretary's Department. It is not on the 
file in that department. During the 1932 
election campaign I made a statement in 
these terms, but the Leader of the Opposi­
tion denied it. This is an illustration of 
the species of administration in use in 
Queensland from 1929 to 1932. 

The Government of the day skulked behind 
the Premiers' Plan so far as employees of 
the Government services were concerned. 
It avails nothing for the Leader of the 
Opposition to endeavour to mislead the 
Assembly and the public service as to the 
attitude of his Government towards the 
employees of the service. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) [11.58 p.m.]: 
It is very difficult to understand the inten­
tion of the Premier. h it that by his utter­
ances this morning he is endeavouring to 
support t}JO growing belief of the people of 
Queensland that the Queensland public ser­
vice have commenced to rule the Government 
and the State. Certainly that is what is 
being said outside of this Chamber. and the 
opinion is growing year by year. I do not 
think that the members of the public service 
desire that that should be the feeling engen­
dered, in spite of what has been said by 
the Premier. He has definitely proved that 
that is his objective-with the employees of 
the public service behind him he will con­
trol the State. The Premier made no men­
tion of the conditions of the other sections 
of the community during the period under 
discussion. Would the hon. gentleman not 
have been fairer had he stated that during 
the time the employees of the public service 
were reduced in salary, thousands of the 
people of the State were in receipt of no 
income at all, owing to the tremendous fall 
in the prices of our exports and the drying 
up of the sources of loan money? There 
was a reduction of the spending power of 
the community in the Commonwealth of 40 
per cent. To be fair to the men and women 
who are doing their best to develop the 
country, this fact should have been men­
tioned. 

Is it uecessarv that statements should be 
made that breed' class-consciousness and cause 
~ittcrnecs? ~n the ultimate, who are pay­
mg the salanes of the public servants? The 
workers and settlers. It appears to me 
that the argument-< put forward are cowardly 
and uncalled for in a State such as Queens­
land. I am sure the public service do not 
sponsor them. If the Premier were honest 
in his professions that he is endeavouring 
to do something in the welfare of this 
State. he would try to bring the people more 
together and reconcile their interests. In­
stead, we find him leading the members of 
his party in oratory of the ordinary soap­
box sort, and propaganda like what we hear 
during election time. 

If the Premier had been fair he would 
have quoted the conditions existing outside 
the service. He knows as well as I do that 
the public servants realised that at the depth 
of the depression they were in a much 
better position than most other sections of the 
?ommu::'ity. P~ices had fallen in all primary 
mdustr1es. Thmk of the dairyman slaving 
from morning till night and receiving only 
?d. for a product that was previously return­
mg 20d. and 24d. ! Wool prices fell to a 

rMr. W. J. Copley. 

similar extent. Yet the public servant was 
secure in his position and receiving regucar 
salary. As a result of propaganda like that 
" put over " this Committee by the Premier 
this morning, hundreds of men are sleeping 
in show buildings and other places-wherever 
they oan get a roof over their heads, 
refusing to accept work when it Is offered 
to them. The Premier's policy has created 
a distinct division of thought among the 
people. A great percentage of the 
people do not care a two-penny dump 
whether this State develops or not. They 
do not care who pays for the food they 
collect from year to year ! The Government, 
through not having sufficient backbone to 
see that every man pulls his weight in this 
great work of development, have allowed 
that state of affairs to exist. I have come 
into contact with hundreds of public servants 
and I know, from my experience of these 
men, that not one of them would have liked 
to be getting high wages when he realised 
the conditions existing outside. 

Despite what the Premier may say to the 
contrary, the condition of. other States of 
Australia was much worse than that of 
Queensland during the Moore regime. I 
was in South Australia at the time, and the 
position there was such that the people 
had become despondent; they thought they 
would never get out of the dire straits they 
were in. It seems to me that the only 
objectiYe likely to be achieved by the argu­
ments advanced by the Premier this morn­
ing is a continuance of the division among 
the people. That, after all, is contmry i.o 
the best interests of the State. Ho makes 
speeches like the one he made this morn­
ing to keep together men who are at the 
present time behind him, but men who are 
perhaps to some extent challenging his power. 
{Government laughter). He may laugh, but 
every dog has his day. Premiers come and 
Premiers go, and some that have gone have 
been just as big as the hon. gentl•:man ! 

The PRE:\IIER: You will neither come nor 
go. 

Mr. EDWARDS: That is something to be 
proud of, because it means that I am 
always here. I think that is more than the 
hon. gentleman can say. We should do 
everything we can in the interests of the 
State to bring the people together and see 
that every section gets a fair " go." That 
the present Government are not doing. If 
you want evidence of that statement, go 
along to the Agricultural Bank and see the 
number of foreelosures made during the 
year. Families are being put out of their 
homes, yet the Government are using these 
arguments in connection with people who 
have secure positions. Whilst I have no 
objection to the Premier's putting forward 
his party policy I have an objection, as a 
Queenslander, to his treating the people as 
he has done this morning. It would be 
better if he were to try to bring the people 
together and get them to work one with 
another in the interests of the State. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Muckay) [12.7 p.m.]: I listened to the speech 
of the hon. member who has just resumed 
hie seat. All that I can gather from his 
utterance is that he is in grave danger of 
dislocating his shoulder by patting himself 
on the back. His speech indicates that he 
has a better knowledge of scatology than 
economics. 
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I would remind the hon. member that it 
was the Leader of the Opposition who 
brought up this subject. He and his party 
think that whilst they occupy the Opposition 
bE-nches they are entitled to say what they 
like. They are intensely annoyed when they 
are effectively replied to. Whilst the hon. 
member for Bulimba was addressing the 
CommittE>P, the Leader of the Opposition 
asked that member to quote certain parts 
of the report of a Premiers' Conference. 
'rhe Leader of the Opposition should know 
that the hon. member for Bulimba was not 
able to do so because he, the Leader of the 
Opposition, had in his possession the only 
available copy of the report in the Parlia­
mentary Library. In order to quote from 
the conference report I had to send to my 
office for another copv. I desire again to 
call attention to the complaint of the- Leader 
of the Opposition that I only quoted parts 
of his speech. That is true. I only quoted 
the relevant parts. Surely the hon. member 
does not suggest that a clergyman should 
read the whole Bible before he announces 
his text? I quoted the rele\·ant po;nt of his 
speech-and his speeches are, very often, 
irrelevant. 

Mr. CLAYTOX interjected. 

The PRE:\IIER : The hon. member for 
Wide Day cannot side track me by his con­
stant irrelevant interjections. In dealing 
with the report, the Prime Minister made 
a statement of policy on behalf of the Com­
monwealth Government. On page 9 he IS 

reported-
" The actual recommendations they 

make are-
Firstly, that the principle of a 

reduction in real wages of 10 per cent., 
already provided under a wards of the 
Federal Arbitration Court, should be 
made general, and be given effect to 
by all wage-fixing tribunals or by 
legislation." ' 

What did that mean? The " Harvester " 
standard. which was laid down by the late 
Mr. Justice Higgins in 1909, was described 
by the judge himself as only a. rough 
approximation to justice. It was accepted 
for many years as a standard and the 10 
per cent referred to was a 10 per cent. 
reduction on the " Harvester" standard not 
to apply to public servants alone, but to all 
persons in thr State in receipt of wages. 
The 10 per cent. reduction on the " Han·es­
ter " standard was to apply legislatively or 
otherwise, a.nd that was the proposal by 
the Expert Committee---and which the Prime 
Minister advocated. 

Dealing with the same matter at page 10, 
he said-

" At the election held some three 
months ago, the people of Australia 
gave an overwhelming mandate to the 
present Government to deal with the 
existing financial a.nd economic situa­
tion, and entrusted to the Government 
the task of determining the course that 
should be pursued to get the nation out 
of its present difficulties. That responsi­
bility the Government accepts, and 
recommends to this conference the 
immediat" ad~ption of the proposals 
which I have just outlined." 

'l'he Prime Minister recommended to the 
States the adoption of a 10 per cent. reduc­
tion on the " Harvester " standard. legisla-
tively or otherwise t · 

He further stated on page 10-
" vVe, therefore, suggest to the con­

ference that, subject to the acceptance 
by all of the States of the proposals I 
have outlined, and guarantees satisfac­
tory to this conference being given that 
they will be carried out, the Common­
wealth Government should co-operate 
with the States in negotiating for a 
substantial sum, sa.y, £10,000,000 of loan 
money, for expenditure in the manner 
and subject to the safeguards which I 
shall indicate." 

The sum referred to was £10,000,000 and not 
£5,000,000 as suggested by the Leader of the 
Opposition by way of interjection. The 
sum of £3,000,000 was ultimately agreed to, 
but my quotation of £10,000,000 io correct. 
My statement is confirmed by my quotation 
from the remarks of the Prime Minister. 

The Prime Minister suggested that the 
States should adopt a 10 per cent. reduction 
in real wages, and if the States agreed ~e 
was prepared to raise £10,000,000 for pubhc 
works. At page 11 he said-

" JVIy Government is, subject, as I have 
said, to the general acceptance of the 
proposals, prepared to become respon­
sible for half of this sum, and to make 
it available for subsidising approved 
expenditure under this scheme within 
the States on generous conditions. >Ve 
believe that 'the expenditure of this 
money in the near futuro would not 
only bring relief to great numbers of 
our distressed people, but that it would 
have a revivifying effect upon industry 
and business generally. Such an expen­
diture of loan money, however, and the 
Commonwealth's contribution towards it, 
could not possibly be justified at this 
time unless it was accompanied by the 
absolute assurance that the anginal 
Premiers' Plan, as supplemented by the 
present proposals, was to be carried out 
both in the spirit and the letter." 

The phrase, " supplemented by the present 
proposals," is significant and governs the 
whole position. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion commenced his speech at page 15 by 
saying-

" They desire to make clear that the 
Queensland Government has no intention 
of depa~ting f,t;om the spirit of the 
Premiers Plan. 

What was the spirit of the Premiers' Plan 
as described by Mr. Lyons? That is the 
onh· point we are dealing with. Anything 
else that the Leader of the Opposition said 
was merelv supplementary. I have never 
doubted the purpose of the Leader of the 
Opposition. There is no need for me to 
repeat again what he said at that confer­
ence. I am putting forward the case th!J-t a 
proposal was recommended by the committee 
of experts, and it was accepted by the repre­
sentatives of the States at that conference 
and by the Commonwealth Government " in 
the spirit and the letter." The Common­
wealth Government recommended it to the 
States. 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: They did not 
endorse it. 

The PREMIER: They did endorse it. 
Here we have the Leader of the Opposi~ion 
using exactly the same words as the Prm;e 
Minister-that he accepted the proposals m 
their spirit and letter. The committee of 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 



734 /::!up ply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

experts reported the adoption of what 
already wa.s done. 

I want to quote the following extract from 
the speech of the Leader of the Opposition 
at tha.t conference--

" The Queensland representatives doubt 
the efficiency of the whole wage-fixing 
wages paid to families with and without 
system, particularly the dispa.rity in 
wages paid to families with and without 
children, and also the difficulties in 
regard to young people obtaining employ­
ment, and is of the view tha.t flat rate 
reductions would inflict hardship in 
quarters where it can least be afforded. 
They therefore suggest that considera.tion 
be given to proposals whereby this 
inequality could be overcome without 
a.ny detriment to the necessary industrial 
recovery." 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: There is nothing 
wrong with that. 

The PREMIER : There is nothing wrong 
with that statement provided the words 
ca.n be taken in their true meaning. What 
is wrong with the suggestion at the back 
of the hon. member's mind? The idea. of 
the Moore Government in paying endow­
ments to large families was to rob Peter 
to pa.y. Pan!. It wa.s to bring about a general 
reductwn 111 wa.ges so that some families 
would receive some endowment. The child. 
less worker, or the worker with children 
over fourteen years of age would pav for 
the benefits to the small m{mbers of people 
who reaped advantages under the proposal. 

I was quoting from the speech of the 
Leader of the Opposition when I wa.s inter­
rupted. I now intend to read the rest of 
the quotation--

" They are also of the opinion that 
beneficia.! results toward further employ­
ment \vould acl'rue if consideration \verc 
given to an alteration of the wa.ge pay­
ments, wherever practicable, from weekly 
to hourly rates." 

In other words, the hon. gentleman wanted 
to adopt a policy of rationing, and thus 
bring about a general lowering of standards. 
He then proceeded to deal with the question 
of unemployment. 

Mr. MOORE: He went on to deal with the 
question of Queensland's share of the loan. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman 
then proceeded to deal with Queensland's 
share of the loan and the problem of unem­
ployment. The Brisbane " Courier " of 
22nd April, 1932, the official organ of the 
Opposition, in dealing with the sa.me con­
ference, said-

" PREMIERS' CoNFERENCE ENDS. 
"Meet again in June. 

" Melbourne, 21st April. 
" The Premiers' Conference adjourned 

yesterday until 21st June . . . When 
the conference reassembles the whole 
question of economic reconstruction will 
be discussed, including the possibility 
of ra.ising the exchange rates . . . It 
is understood that another Premiers' Con­
ference will begin on 22nd June, when 
the political position in Queensland and 
Victoria will have cleared sufficiently to 
enable the representatives of these 
States to speak with an authoritative 
voice on questions of policy relating to 
the further enforcement of the Premiers' 
Plan . " 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

In other words, conference would deal with 
the question of imposing a further 10 per 
cent. reduction. What I have quoted, as well 
as what I have said, is a complete vindi­
cation of the case I have put forward. No 
matter how hon. members opposite may 
wriggle there is no doubt that they sedu­
lously pursued a certain policy with disas­
trous results to this State, and that the 
gradual reversal of this policy has brought 
about the improvement that has been wrought 
in this State. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) [12.20 p.m.]: 
I listened with interest to the speeches of 
the Premier and the hon. member for 
Bulimba concerning the statements sup­
posedly made at the Premiers' Conference 
by the Leader of the Opposition. The tac­
tics adopted by the Premier suggest that 
he is endeavouring to bolster up a very 
poor case. 

Much has been said about the attitude 
of the various State Governments in regard 
to the Premiers' Plan. I shall quote reports 
that appeared in the Labour Press which 
indicate what the attitude of the Premier 
was. A statement in the " Labour Call " 
of Victoria was quoted by me in this Cham­
ber on a previous occasion, and appears at 
page 773 of " Hansard " for 1933 in the 
course of my speech on that occasion--

" These are times where it is impera­
tive that those occupying responsible 
positions in the name of the Australian 
Labour Party must place themselves 
beyond suspicion, if they would com­
mand the respect and support of the 
members of the party. They must make 
it perfectly clear where they stand at 
all times when the party's policy is chal­
lenged by anti-Labour. They cannot 
afford to be looked upon as safe proposi­
tions by Labour's enemies, nor as weak­
lings who are always so ready to apolo­
gise for what is regarded as Labour's 
audacity or arrogance. They must be 
men or women of reasoned conviction 
and capacity to express themselves 
clearly and intelligently, and who are 
courageous enough to stand alone if 
needs be. Because of the defections of 
the Hogans and Hills, and because of 
the bitter disappointments during the 
past two or three years, these essential 
qualities are now demanded of those who 
would lead the way by all intelligent 
members of the Australian Labour 
Party. Therefore, Mr. Forgan Smith, 
like all others similarly situated, must 
either make his position clear or pay the 
penalty of being distrusted." 

That is not the view of a Conservative or a 
Tory paper. Now compare the above com­
ments with this criticism-

" The Premier has tried to twist out 
of his acceptance of the Premiers' Plan, 
or rather allowing himself to be swal­
lowed at the first Premiers' Conference 
he attended by saying that Labour did 
not agree to the statutory reduction in 
salaries and wages and roeial services. 
The statutory interference under the 
JI!Ioore Government in those matters was 
eonfined to salaries and wages of 
Government employees and social services 
which were paid by the Government. 
That was done bY 'The Financial Emer­
gency Act of 1932.' " 

ThEJ "Labour Daily" of 1st July, 1932, 
commented in the following manner on the 
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uttituJe d the hon. gentleman at the 
Premiers' Conference:-

"Mr. Forgan Smith has submitted to 
the dictation of the banks. Faood to-day 
with the alternative of accepting the 
banks ultimatum or leaving the Pre­
miers' Conference--the same alternative 
that previously confronted Mr. Lang­
the Premier of Queensland, unlike Mr. 
Lang, wilted and meekly committed his 
Government and people to the hideous 
Premiers' Plan. There was general 
rejoicing by the Prime Minister and the 
!\! ationalist Premiers at the success of 
their tactics in bringing the Queensland 
Government into line, and having the 
Premiers' Plan reaffirmed for general 
application throughout the Common­
wealth by a reduction-at the expense 
of the workers-of the estimated deficits 
of £20,000.000 to the absurd figure of 
£6,000,000 laid down by the banks. Mr. 
Hill, Premier of South Australia, put 
the question in a nutshell when he said, 
' It is not a matter of what Mr. Smith 
would do or what anybody else wanted 
to do; it wae a case of what thev had 

·-a jibe that Mr. Smith· took 
a murmur. The conference sat 

right through the dav con­
ways and means of reducing the 
deficits of the various Govern­

as nearly as possible to the limit 
down by the banks." 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem­
has exhausted the time allowed him 

the Standing Orders. 
Item (Public Service Commissioner) agreed 

to. 

PGBLJC SERVICE SGPERANNcATION BOARD. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) : I move--

" That £2,387 be granted for ' Public 
Service Superannuation Board'." 

Item agreed to. 

STATE REPORTING BUREAU. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
l'tfackay): I move-

" That £9,304 be granted for ' St-ate 
Reporting Bureau'." 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [12.26 
p.m.] : Is revenue derived by this sub­
department? 

The PRE:>llER: Yes. Last financial year 
the amount was £954. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: To some 
<:"dent it is self-supporting? 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Maokay) [12.27 p.m.]: The officers of the 
'State Reporting Bureau not only report 
the debates in Parliament, but also the 
proceedings in the Supreme Court and 
Industrial Courts. Members of the Bureau 
are also available to royal commissions in 
a secretarial capacity, and in addition 
report the evidence heard by the commis­
sions. They also are available for reporting 
conferences presided over by Ministers and 
other officers of the State. For instance, 
were a conference of the various interests 
in the grazing industry to be called by the 
Government two officers of the bureau could 
be detailed to report the proceedings. It is 
wery essential at times such reports should 

be prepared. The revenue of the sub­
department is derived from the sale of 
transcripts of proceedings in the oourts, 
which at times litigants wish to buy. 

Item (State Reporting Bureau) agreed to. 

STATE STORES BOARD. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay): I move-

" That £12,573 be granted for 'State 
Stores Board'." 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [12.28 
p.m.]: There is a large increase in the 
number of employees controlled by this 
department. Will the Premier give some 
information as to the necessity for thio 
increase? 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) [12.29 p.m.]: There is an increase 
of £1,430 for salaries and £525 for con­
tingencies. Some temporary officers, for­
merly paid from contingencies, have been 
permanently appointed. An additional 
motor delivery truck has been found neces­
sary, and this involved the appointment of 
another truck driver, and an increase in the 
contingency vote this year. With the exten­
sion of the activities of the Department of 
Public Works, it is obvious that the State 
Stores Board has additional work, inasmuch 
as it is responsible for all purchases for all 
Government departments excepting the 
Railway Department. 

Item (State Stores Board) agreed to. 

MISCELLANEOlJS SERVICES. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
(Mac!.,ay) [12.30 p.m.]: I move-

" That £27,230 be granted for ' Mis­
cellaneous Services.' " 

1.'hat is a reduction in the vote for this 
year of £2,665. 

At 12.31 p.m. 
Mr. KING (Maree), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieve<'! the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. McLEAN (Bundaberg) [12.31 p.m.]: 
On behalf of the citizens of Bundaber&' and 
district, I desire to take this opportumty of 
expressing very sincere appreciation of the 
Government's action in contributing £500 
towards the Hinkler MemoriaL The best 
thanks of the community ·and the mother of 
that hero, Bert Hinkler, are also due to 
the Premier for the kind interest he evinced 
in seeing that Mrs. Hinkler was suitably 
recompensed by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. The Premier's efforts ha.ve greatly 
lightened the work to be performed by the 
public committee dealing with the erection 
of this monument. The £500 contribute<'! by 
the Government, when added to the amount 
collected by the committee, brought the 
fund to £990 odd, which will permit of 
the erection of a fitting memorial to this 
native of Bundaberg, who pioneered the 
air route from England to Austrolia. The 
way in which the other State Governments 
of Australia, together with the Common­
wealth Government, responded to the appeal 
by the committee is certainly not to their 
credit, and one prefers not to think of the 
monument that would have been erected 
had the Queensland Government adopted 
the same attitude. Another regrettable 
feature of the matter is the poor response 
the Royal Institute of Australian Architects 

Mr. McLea.n.] 



736 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

made m the matter of designs. Only 6 
designs were received from the architects 
throughout Australia. The committee finally 
decided to accept the design submitted by 
Mr. Cummins, of Brisba,ne. The contract 
for the construction of the monument has 
been let to Mr. A. Armitage, of Bundaberg, 
and we hepe to unveil the memorial in the 
New Year. Thanks to the assistance 
rendered by the Queensland Govemment, 
we shall be able to erect a monument 
befitting the splendid example set to the rest 
of the world by this Queensland-born hero. 
I desire to conclude by saying that it was 
due to the ·efforts of this Government and 
the efforts of the Premier in particular that 
a tribute was made to this heroic native­
born citizen. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jinckay) [12.36 p.m.]: The hon. member for 
Bundaberg has made reference to the late 
Squa,dron Leader Bert Hinkler. I am sure 
that every meml]er of the community 
regretted his untimely death, which over· 
took him in an endeavour to flv to Australia. 
The maximum cost to the ·state of the 
memorial to be erected to his memory is 
£500 on the basis that the Government. sub· 
stdise the amount raised by the general 
public. I think it only fa.ir to say that the 
mother of the late Mr. Hinkler wa,s left in 
rather poor circumstances. I got in touch 
with the Commonwealth Government on the 
matter and I am pleased to be able to s.ay 
that they have granted her a civil list 
pension. She was entitled to the oJ.d age 
pension but had never applied for it, a.nd 
it is pleasing to know that she has befm thus 
provided for. 

HoNOcRABLE MEMBERS: Hear I Hear I 
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I rise to a 

point of ordBr. I should like a decision 
hy you, Mr .. King, •as to wJ;tether an 
hon. member ts allowed 25 mmutBs on 
e,ach one of the items appearing in the 
" Miscellaneous Services " vote. This vote 
contains many important items. Other votes, 
such as that for the State Stores Board 
are only connected with one subject, but 
this covers many subjects of importance. 
Each member of this Committee might 
desire to speak on each of the subjects 
covered by the vote. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: An 
hon. member is only entitled to 25 minutes 
for the discussion of the vote for " Miscel­
laneous Services." 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowong) [12.38 p.m.]: 
I am glad that the hon. the Premier made 
a statement in connection with the matter 
raised by the hon. member for Bundaberg. 
We on this side of the Committee were 
informed wrongly that the Federal Govern· 
ment had done nothing in the matter of 
perpetuating the memory of the late Bert 
Hinkler. After hearing the attack made on 
the Federal Government. by the member 
for Bundaberg it is also pleasing to hear the 
Premier say that the Federal Government 
helped the mother of our hero in a practical 
manner. 

My re.ason for joining in this debate is 
to draw attention to the grant that has been 
made to the Queensland National Art 
Gallery trustees. I have taken a keen 
interest in this art gallery, and I should 
like to know if it is the intention of the 
Premier to proceed with the erection of 
the National Art Gallery. The amount of 

[Mr. M cLean. 

money provided in the vote is somewhat 
paltry. I remember that Mr. McCormack 
once said, " Let the pBople show the sincerity 
of their interest in art." The late John 
Darnell i.n his will left a certain amount 
of money to this gallery, conditionaJly upon 
the people doing certain things. The 
Government and the Brisbane City Council, 
I am glad to say, contributed liberally to 
the fund, but I should like to know the 
intention of the Government in connection 
with the erection of a now public art 
gallery. The present building cannot be 
regarded as a suitable one and I &m hopeful 
that the Government may contribute a 
further sum for this worthy object. The 
money bequeathed by the late John Darnell 
is not to be expended in one lump sum on 
the purchase of pictures, but will be ·spent 
from time to time as suitable pictures are 
bought. 

I hope that it is the intention of the 
Government to proceed with the erectioN 
of .a new art gallery. I do not expect them 
to construct .an ornate building like the 
galleries in Sydney and Melbourne. It is 
true that the gallery in Adelaide is a small 
one, but it holds a marvellous collection of 
works of art. Beautiful pictures provide a 
useful means of eduoation. The pictures j;hat 
will be purchased by means of the Darne 11 
fund can be lent to local authorities for 
exhibition. 

The PREii!IER: 1'hey can be shovm in any 
town hall in Queensland. 

Mr. MAXWELL : It would oo a good 
wea if the Government encouraged the 
people and the local authorities to take an 
interest in art and art galleries. Let us 
enc01uage the people to say, "This is a 
fine art gallery. We will build up a collec­
tion of pictures that will be an education 
to the rising generation and a credit to the 
city of Brisbane." I hope that the Premier 
will see his way clear to proceed with the 
erection of an •art gallery worthy of the 
city. 

Mr. MULLER (Fassifern) [12.43 p.m.]: 
I endorse the remarks of the hon. member 
for Bundaberg in connection with the apprO· 
priation last year of £500 as a sul]sidy to 
the Bert Hinkler memorial. The late Bert 
Hinkler brought honour not only to himself 
and to the State, but also to the whole of 
Australia. I am delighted that the Govern­
ment made available the sum of £500 so 
that tribute could be paid to that modest 
hero. 

There are two items in the vote against 
which I must protest-Life passes over 
Australian railways to ex-Ministers and rail­
way concessions to. public servants on rBcrea­
tion leave. No onB can reasonably object 
to railway passes for Ministers while they 
hold office but I am concerned as to wha.t 
these items may le,ad to in the future. I 
view with alarm the sums that may be 
required to meet these costs, say in another 
twenty-five years. The precedent has been 
established, but the time has arrived when thB 
practice should be reviewed. 

The vote to meet concessions to public 
servants on recreation leave is nothing short 
of a public scandal. Public servants are 
paid salaries fixed by the court and there 
is no reason why this vote should be con· 
tinued. If it is right to bestow these con­
cessions on public servants then it is :right 
that every section of the community should 
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be treated in like manner. I have in mind 
people living in remote parts of this State 
who have never been able to afford a holiday 
and whose children have never seen th~ 
sea. If this vote is allowed to continue 
it will in a short space of time be in the 
same class as the vote for passes of m em­
bers of Parliament and Ministers of the 
Crown. It is most unfair and it is the 
duty of both parties to reconsider the matter. 
! for one wish to lodge my protest against 
It. 

Mr. MAHER (West 11:loreton) (12.47 p.m.]: 
I desire to make brief reference to the 
grant of £450 to the trustees of the Quecns­
!and Art Gallery. I referred to this subject 
m 1933, when I expressed the opinion that 
the amount of £425 provided in that year 
was rather niggardly. At that time the 
Premier admitted that the vote was rather 
small. He said it was dictated by precedent 
and was similar to the amount that had 
been voted in past years. The Premier 
expressed his sympathv with the object but 
said that money was very scarce. I am 
pleased to note that since 1933 the Premier 
has evidently given some consideration to 
the matter. The people will not bear the 
hall mark of culture until they have in 
their midst a gallery in which to hang 
beautiful works of art from the older coun­
trie,-which give us glimpses of the life 
lived by past generations-and examples of 
the magnificence of Australian art. Each 
year produces a greater number of artists 
in Australia. Their work is of ever-increas­
ing volume. It is only right that provision 
should be made for hanging in our art 
gallery pictures relating to the progress 
of our people in the pioneering of Australia 
and the period of our present development. 
These will be of absorbing interest to the 
next generation. There is an obligation on 
this generation in this respect. I am pleased 
the vote has been increased and trust that 
the project of the Premier to establish a 
n~tional art gallery will bear fruit. It 
Will h;;ve the support. of all persons who 
appreciate the finer thmgs m our national 
life. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [12.51 
p.m.]: According to the Treasurer's Finan­
cial Statement the Government granter! 
rebates to the Mount Isa Company amount­
ing to £600,000, in the shape of special 
rates on the Mount Isa Railway-which by 
the way, is claimed as being tantamoun't to 
a reduction in taxation-and under " Mis­
cellaneous Services " there appears an item 
of £2,240 for rebate of railway freight on 
machinery, etc., for Mount Isa Mines Ltd. 

ThP PREMIER: That was a concession 
granted by your Government. 

Mr. MOORE: Yes, at that particular time. 
Mr. WALKER: That concession was granted 

before the Moore Government assumed 
office. 

The PREMIER : This particular concession 
was given by your Government. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The point l 
wish to make is that if the Government 
agree to grant concessions by way of a 
reduction in railway freights the amount 
should be paid out of general revenue to 
the account of the Railwav Fund in order 
that that department may "be conducted on 
business lines. If the Government decide 
to subsidise an industry, as they subsidised 
the cattle and sheep industries ·by granting 
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a reduction m freights on starving stock in 
drought time, the Railway Department 
should not have to carrv th0 burden. The 
Government have adopte.d the prop<'r "·stem 
of subsidising the Rail"l'ay Department for 
such concessions. 

The PREMIER: What happens is the differ­
ence between the ordinary freight and the 
concession rate is paid out of the Chief 
Secretary's vote to the Railway Depart· 
ment. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:"<: What I 
desire to point out is that the Government 
are doing that in regard to this vote, but in 
his Financial Statement the Premier said 
that special rates had been granted to Mount 
Isa Mines amounting to rebates of £60,000, 
which he claimed was tantamount to a 
reduction in taxation. That £60,000 should 
have been taken out of consolidated revenue 
and placed to the credit of the Railway 
Department. Such additional revenue would 
probably enable the department to reduce 
freights and fares. If the Railway Depart­
ment carries stock or produce at a. reduced' 
rate it should be subsidised by consolidated 
revenue to the extent of the difference. I 
have consistently advocated that policy. 
When I became Secretary for Railways I 
put forward a suggestion, which was 
accepted by the Government of the day, 
whereby a certain sum-I think about £75· 
per year-would be paid to the R.ailway 
Department from consolidated revenue for 
each free pass held by members of P arlia­
ment, ex-Ministers and other persons. 

Thus the Railway Department is paid! 
for the free passes granted to members of Par­
liament. That is only right. From both the· 
Commissioner's and the employees' point 
of view it is a good principle. 

In the Budget speech the Premier claimed 
that the £60,000 under the heading of 
rebates to the Mount Isa. Company was a 
reduction in taxation. In my opinion it 
is not. The taxpayers have to bear thi£­
charge inasmuch as the Railway Depart­
ment will receive £60,000 less from the com­
pany. If the amount were charged to con­
solidated revenue it would b0 a right and 
proper action on the part of the Govern­
ment. The Mount Isa Company is operat­
ing at a loss, and the shareholders arc not 
receiving dividends. The Government have 
guaranteed the operations of the company 
to the extent of £500,000, and, in addition, 
are charging the company exceptionally low 
railway freights. The Government intend 
to assist the company still further by allow­
ing rebates on the railway freights on 
machinery to the amount of £2,240. These 
concessions are made with the view of 
enabling the compan;r to continue its opera­
tions and thus employ labour. Lot us con­
trast the attitude of the workers employed 
by the company. The unions approached 
the Industrial Court and asked for a reduc­
tion in the hours of work and an increase 
in wages. The court granted an increase in 
wages. The company is not able to pay 
dividends on the capital invested, and unless 
there is an advance in the price of metal~ 
is not likely to do so. I understand over 
a thousand men are employed at the works­
who are in receipt of decent wages, but 
notwithstanding the present position of the 
company they applied for and got an increase 
in wages. Is that any encouragement to• 
capital to make investments in Queensland?' 
My answer is, ''No.'' 

Mr. Morga?t..] 
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The matter under discussion is the Vote for 
Miscellaneous Services, which includes an 
item to defray the rebate of railway freight 
·On machinery, etc., for :Mount Isa Mines, 
Limited. The hon. member is discussing a 
matter very wide of the vote. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Is it your 
ruling, Mr. King, that I cannot say anything 
further about this particular item. I am 
referring to the vote on the Estimates 
wherein the Government have increased fror;1 
£1,000 to £2,240 the amount allowed for the 
rebate of railway freight on machinery for 
the Mount Isa Company, Limited. Am I 
not to be allowed to say whether I approve 
of the increase in the amount of the vote? 
rrhe GovernnlCil~ are enJcavouring to assist 
the ::i1m{nt Isa Companv still further bv the 
~ncre~se in thi_s vote, Whereas the <'O~pany 
1s bemg penalised in another direction-the 
incrca::;:o in the wage:3 grautcd to certain 
·employees. 

flne thousand pounds is set down for the 
expenses of the Royal Commission on Racing 
and Gammg. I take a gre>1t interest in the 
'busmess of horse racing and breeding of 
race horses. It is of great importance to 
QLJc•ensland, even when compared with such 
operati?ns as the Mount . Isa Company, 
Lnlllten, and other mdustnc\'. I venture 
the opinion that there is no specific industrv 
tlwr. pro,-idcs a livelihood either directly 
or llldnectly for a greater number of per­
sons in Queensland. 

At 2 p.rn., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: The Secrctarv 
for Labour and Industry should have fi"ures 
at his disposal showing the importan~e of 
th~ mdustry to this State. Those figures 
Will show that qmto a large number of 
people who. were proviou,ly making a liveli· 
hood from the racing industry arc now on 
the dole or intermittent relief work because 
that industry has not developed in this State 
a., it should ha Ye done. I ha ye fi o·ures 
showing the importance of the racing i~dus­
try to the agriculturist. They disclose that 
there arc approximately 2,000 racehorses in 
this State, and the feed bill amounts to 
.sonwthing in the vicinity of £70,000 per 
.annum. vV e all know that motot· ,-ehicles 
.arc displacing horses in comnwrcial life arcd 
the farmers now depend upon racehors~s for 
some small means of li 1·elihood. \Yhen the 
feed bill runs into £70.000 per annum one 
realises the importance ·of the industry.' The 
·GoYernment would certainly be well advised 
·to give consideration to the quc•tion of 
rcYiving racing in Queensland. 

I have no ,-uy gre:1t objection to the 
appointment of the Roval Commission on 
Rncing and Gaming. although I consider it 
is really a waste of public money. There 
i,.;; no Lccessitv for such a cornrnission. Menl­
b<'rs of the 'Government Part-.- could ha,-e 
supplied the Premier with details as to what 
is nece",sary to re.3toro racing to the position 
it occupied prior to 1929. In mv opinion, 
a reduction of taxation would· have the 
·desired effect. \Ye do not tax people who 
are playing golf or tennis, and there is no 
n1ore reason why a man go:ing to a race 
.meeting should be called upon to pay a tax 
than they. The Premier has said the Moore 
Government were responsible for increasing 
the tax to 1s., and I agree with him The 
Moore Government came to the conclusion 

[Mr. Morgan. 

that when taxation was being increased 
gfmerally, they could get increased re>venue 
bv this tax. It had just the opposite effect. 
b;'causc the amount obtained by direct taxa­
tion has considerabl v decreased since these 
taxes were increasedo up to 1s. 

The PREMIER: What rate do you think 
it should be? 

l\lr. GODFREY MORGAN: We should 
adopt the system in the other States and 
have a 3d. and 1d. tax on all parts of lhe 
course. If a bet of over £1 is made the tax 
on that b•ot sho.uld be 3d. irrespective of what 
part of the course the bet is laid. 

The PRE~!IER : Who do you think should 
pay it? 

-Mr. GODFREY MOR.GAN: I think the 
bookmakers should pay it. The tax on bets 
£1 or under should be 1d. Bookmakers do 
1:ot object to paying the tax. I have met them 
in conference and I know. They have no 
desire to pass the tax on. In parts of the 
State such as \Yarwick and other country 
place~ where racing is conducted and where 
the tax of 1s. does not apply, the bookmakers 
do not collect the tax. Nor do the bo-ok­
makers collect the tax in the Leger on Bris­
bane courses. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Why did 
they come to the Moo re Government? 

:VIr. GODFREY MORGA); : I could never 
und0rstand that. I had no sympathy \vith 
the bookmakers in petitioning the late 'l'rea­
'Urer. In fact, I did not know it had to!; en 
place. Bookmakers do not seem to c.tre 
whether it is a 3d. or ls. tax, because unfor­
tunately, the law provides that they have the 
right to collect it from the pubhc. Of 
course the bookmaker may pay the tax and 
not collect it from the public. T!wre is 
nothing to prevent me from having an agree· 
ment with a bookmaker that he should pay 
the ls. It does not matter who pays the 
tax, so long as it is paid. 

Mr. KING: You are not suggesting it is 
done? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It does not 
matter if it is being done or not.. If I can 
arrange with a bookmaker for hJm to pay 
the tax I am not defrauding the Govern­
ment of anvthing. The payment of tax is 
a matter between the bookmaker and. the 
bettor. The point I desire to emphasize 
is that there was no necessity to have this 
general inquiry. The control of racing at 
present is giving satisfaction, but two changes 
arc necessary. The more important is a 
rod uction of the tax to 1d. and 3d. and the 
other-also important-is to do away with 
off-the-course betting. We have an Act 
of Parliament to say that this class of 
betting is illegal, and the Gove~nment should 
enforce the law and wipe all th•s betting out. 
I have consulted various people and they 
have exprebSed the opinion that all . this 
ill0o·al betting could be w1ped out w1thm 
thr~e weeks. I am not going to say that 
there would not be occasional cases where 
people would bet-just as we have sly-grog 
selling. Occasionally a sly-grog shop estab­
lishes itself but it is not very long before 
the police pounce upon it and wipe it out 
of exist<>nce. People are always prepared 
to break the law. A few insignificant 
offenders are prosecuted every week, whereas 
big bookmakers appear to be protected. 
According to the evidence submitted to the 
Roval Commission on Racing and Gammg 
yesterday certain big bookmakers betting 
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at clubs and other places can evade the con­
sequences of the law. The Commissioner of 
Police knows that this is going· on every 
da~·. Ho knows that there are places speci­
ally fitted up for betting away from the 
course. with blackboards setting out horses' 
names, prices, and other essential informa­
tion. People are walking in and out of the 
llllildings making bets under the very nose 
of t]l(> policemen directing the traffic out­
side. keeping pedestrians on the move. The 
policeman in uniform knows what is going 
on hut he cannot enter the betting shops 
to mako an arrest or to serve a sun1mons for 
illegal betting. There is something wrong 
somewhere. Whv are the Government not 
enforcing the law? \Vhy not instruct the 
police to prosecute? Why should it be neces­
sary for the police to engage an uncrn­
ploycd man to act as a police agent and 
make a bet for a few shillings? Every 
week one or twc. porsmB conducting betting 
operations in suburban hotels are brought 
before the court and fmed, yet the police 
know that there arc other places openly 
carrying on betting tran..5artiDns da, and 
night and that thousands of people enter 
and leave the premises for betting purposes. 
]\' othing is being done to prevent that. 

Mr. Nnnw : Do the police receive any 
pay for this protection? 

Mr. GODFREY MORG_'\.N: I am not pre­
pared to say that. Something should be done 
bv the Government in the interests of mem­
bers of Parliament. It is freelv rumoured 
that someone must be receiving inonev from 
someone else. It is suggost,f'd 1in'"' tcome 
quarters that a memb0r of Parliament who 
is prepared to use his influence on behalf of 
the betting shops can receive some monetary 
reward. In another quarter it is rumoured 
that the police receive a weekly payment 
from the betting shops. I know nothing 
about that. I am unable to prove that that 
IS so. I feel satisfied that no member of 
Parliament is receiving any pay for exer­
cising his influence in the interests of the 
betting shops. 

The CHAIRMAN: Or-der I I should like 
to point out to the hon. member that he 
cannot discuss police administration on this 
vote. 

:;\!Jr. GODFREY MORGAN: I should like 
to know why the law is not being enforced 
by the Government. Perhaps the evidence 
that is now being made public at the hearing 
of the roval commission m a v serve a useful 
purpose i'n the long run. i should like to 
emphasise the fact that up to date the 
evidence undoubtedly confirms the view that 
the control of racing is satisfactory. but 95 
per cent. of the people associated with rac­
ing consider that the betting tax should be 
reduced. Again I urge that the law should 
be enforced. It is no use passing Acts of 
Parliament if thev are not to be enforced. 
I do not sav that no offence will be com­
mitted aftB,; an Act has been passed for 
the purpose of dealing with offenders. I 
know that we shall still have thefts and 
murders, no matter what law may be passed 
-there will always be some offenders against 
the la\Y. My point is that betting away 
from the racecourse would largely cease if 
the Government would onlv administer the 
law. I ,,hould like the Premier to eav whv 
it is not being administered. I ha,-e no 
axe to grind; I am ventilating this matter 
as a representative of the people. 

The PREMIER: ·what law is not enforced? 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: The law in 
regard to illegal betting away from race­
-rourses. 

The PREMIER: Of course it is enforced .. 
What Estimates arc you diocussing­
the Home Secretary's or Premier's ·~ 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAC\: I nm not con­
rerned whether I discuss the Estimates of 
the Home Secretary or the PrPmiPI'. I 
am discussing the itorn, " Expenses cf Royal 
Commission on Racing and Gaming, £1,000." 
I am claiming t.hat the appointment of 
the commission \vas unnecessary because two 
things only were required. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Wa1·rego) [2.16 p.m.]: 
The hon. member for Fassifern raised the 
question of the justice and the wisdom 
of granting life passes over Australian 
railways to ox-Ministers. 'l'his is only 
a reiteration of the expression of mean 
minds outside who like to see member' 
of Parliament treated meanly. The 
objection of the hon. member was not 
to the size of the present vote ; he 
was afraid that in twentv-ftve vears this 
vote would assume tremendous proportions. 
He neglects the fact that ex-Ministers aro 
not immortal. They die occasionally. He 
also neglected the fact that during the fifteen 
years of Labour Government here, owing to 
there being no change of Government, there· 
were fewer ex-Ministers than in the pre­
<:eding fifteen years. For instance. during 
the unfortunate time ,,-hen the voters of 
this State went crazy and changed the 
Government, the end of that three years 
showed five new ex-:!1.1inistcrs of the Moore 
Government out of Parliament and carry­
ing life passes on the Australian railways. 

If the hon. member for Fassifern wishes 
to observe tru:v the economy that he 
preaches he shmild see to it tha't a Labour 
Government occupies the Treasury benches 
for the next twenty-five years, because if in 
tbe next twenty-five years there Was a change 
of Government everv three vears there would 
be fortv new ex-Ji!Iinieters·; pa"es for life 
at the end of that period. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [2.18 p.m.]: The 
vote for the expenses of the Royal Com­
mission on Racing and Gaming is not at all 
necessanT. Evervonc kno,vs -what the posi­
tion is .. Hon. members opposite knmv that 
there was some movement afoot towards the 
end of last session to legislate on thio matter. 
\Ve had continuous statements appearing in 
the Press that a Racing Bill was to be 
brought on, that a Racing Board was to be 
established, that certain members of Par­
liament were to be members of it, and that 
they were going to take control of every­
thing; but none of these rurnours rn!ltenal­
ised. Then on the 7th of July th1s year 
the st-atement appeared in the Press­
that a caucus committee had been appointed 
to make recommendations to the Cabinet. 
Those recommendations were 8\"en published 
in the Press. Ji!Iost minute details \\·ere given 
as to the number of bookmakers to be 
licensed, thR amount of the betting tax, 
what it represented, and what revenue would 
be derived from this control of racinf!'. This­
document was to be presented to the Premier 
on his return from Mackay. \Vhon that 
hon. gentleman returned from Mackay he­
said he never heard of such a committee, 

Mr. Moot<e] 
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and did not know anything about it. He 
<wen said that there was no such committee. 
The Secretary for Public Instruction also 
denied that caucus had appointed a com­
mittee to go into the question. He went 
so far as to say that he had never heard of 
such a thing. But many other people had 
heard about it ! App&rently, caucus took 
the bit between its teeth and if the Pre­
mier and Secretary for Public Instruction 
were not acquainted with the subject they 
were very soon told all about it and had 
to do something. 

The PRE:I!IER: You have not a very big 
imagination but you can do much better 
than that. 

Mr. MOORE : This is not imagination. 
The PREMIER: Of course it is. If you 

believe that, you will believe anything. 

Mr. MOORE: It is not a question of 
imagination; it is a question of what has 
appeared in the public Pre,s. 

The PREMIER: Who put it there? 

Mr. MOORE : Apparently one of the mem­
bers o£ the committee appointed by caucus. 

Mr. BEDFORD: The committee did not 
<Jxist. This is a myth just like your 
£2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs. 

Mr. MOORE: The committee mu.ct have 
existed, bec:tuse to-day we sec its results. 
The Cabinet were made aware of the results 
-of this rebellion in the party. They had 
come to certam spccJfic conclusions and 
although the Premier knew nothing 'about 
it on the 7th July--

Mr. TAYLOR: Apparently YOJ.! have been 
listening at the keyhole. 

Mr. MOORE: I have not had occasion to 
listen at keyholes. It remains for Labour 
Ministers to hide people behind curtains and 
under desks. The Cabinet disclaimed any 
knowledge of the matter. Evidentlv the 
-caucus committee got to work and said to 
Cabinet, "You have to do it " and the 
C':binet immedia~ely appointed a'Royal Com­
missiOn on Racmg and Gaming-although 
all the !nformation was available to them. 
The pohce have all the information avail­
able, and recommendations from the Com­
missioner of Police have indicated what was 
going on. . J?:on. members opposite knew the 
·who!~ posJtJon before the commission was 
:appomt.ed. 

A GOVERNMENT ME~!BER: Did the police do 
any practwal work in connection w;th the 
·matter? 

Mr. MOORE: Are they doing any prac­
tical work? 

Mr. TAYLOR: Did they give anv expression 
. to the ideas ? ~ 

::\1r. MOOR~: They have had the oppor­
tumty of statmg what the facts were. A 
man with one Aye can see what is going on 
·down the street. One can see the crowd 
going ~nto the shop and the policeman at the 
door dn-ectJng the traffic. It is not as though 
it was conducted like a sly-grog shop. I 
believe the P.olice have methods of collecting 
,mforma.twn m regard to what is happening. 
There m no ground for hon. members to 
say they do not know what is going on. It 
appears to me that the commission was 
appointed for. the purpose of delaying mat­
;ters. A sectJon of the party apparently 
resolved on certain action being taken. 
'They wanted a finger in a very tempting 
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pie, and the Cabinet, not desiring to 
t•ccede to their request at once, appointed 
this comrmsswn, which is going to cost 
£1,0()0. 

Mr. BEDFORD : You know nothing about 
it. If yoJ.! say there was a split in the party, 
that is untrue. 

Mr. MOORE : There was a desire on the 
part of certain hon. members opposite thrtt 
action should be taken. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You would argue from 
nothing to something. 

Mr. MOORE: That is all very fine; but 
the hon. member cannot get away from the 
statements that appeared in the Press. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Press statements are 99 per 
cent. lies. 

Mr. MOO RE: It is all very well for the 
hon. member to talk like that. A committee 
of the caucus had investigated and insisted 
on what was to be done, ar:d, judging by 
subsequent events, there appears to me to be 
a good deal of truth in the Press statements 
-where there is smoke there is fire. It 
appears to me to be a waste of public money 
to appoint a commission to make invesbga­
tions when the information sought could be 
made available by the police and Govern­
ment membera and the Government could 
then take wh~tcver action they thought 
necessarv in the interests of racing, putting 
aside the interests of certain members. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay) [2.25 p.m.]: ';!.'he hon. member for 
Dalby raised the questiOn under this vote of 
certain rebates in connection with railway 
freights on machinery It has been the pr',lc­
tico for some time to charge to the Ch1ef 
Secretary's Department certain concessions 
that may be granted on the railways. Of 
course, it can be argued in favour of that 
practice that the Railway Department, as a 
business l!ndertaking, should not be call0d 
upon to give any general public concession, 
but that should be paid out of consolidated 
revenue. That is all right, and that is the 
system that is being carried out; but after 
all is said· and done, no groat importance 
attaches to it. It makes no difference to the 
charge on the State whether it is charged 
to one department or another. Consolidated 
revenue is all one fund. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: It makes a differ­
ence to the balance sheet of the Railway 
Department. 

The PREMIER : If one takes the balance 
sheet of the State as a whole it makes no 
difference at all. If one separates the Rail­
way Department from all the other ~epari· 
ments it is capable of domg somethmg of 
the nature mentioned by the hon. member . 
For instance, the Railway Department has 
an effect on the revenue of the Department 
of Public Lands. In fact, the revenue of 
the latter department would be rela~ively 
infinitesimal were it not for the RaJ!way 
Department. Land values throughout the 
State increase as the result of railway con­
struction, but in the final analysis and 
regarding all tho departments of State as 
one--and that is the proper point of view­
it matters little or nothing whether the vote 
is charged to the Chief Secretary's Depart­
ment or direct to the Railway Department. 

The new system of accountancy intro­
duced by the hon. member for Dalby whe,n 
in charge of the Railway Department Is 
quite interesting. It reminds me of the 
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story about _the hen and the egg-"although 
that egg might be a breakfast to you it is 
only a pain to me." That pithily describes 
the method of accountancy supported by the 
hor;. member for Dalby. For example, 
while the hon. member was in char~¥> of 
the Railway Department he wrote off 
£28,000,000 of capital. Intere;;t and redemp­
tion on that amount must now be found 
and it is a charge on the revenue of th~ 
State. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Do not forgot you 
spoke in favour of it. 

The PREMIER: Not on the Bil! spon­
sored by the hon. member. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Before the Bill 
was mtro-duced. It can be found in "Ban· 
sard.' 

The PREMIER : I did not support the 
hon. member's Bill. 

The tra_nsfer of £28,000,000 of indebted­
nes~ certamly enabled the Commissioner for 
Railways to show a better balance sheet. 
He Is able to show a profit, but the 
Treasurer has to find the difference. The 
Treasur~r has to find the interest and 
redemptiOn on £28,000,000, so that what is 
a brea!dast to the Commissioner for Rail­
ways JS a pain in the head to me as 
Treasurer, for I find the increased am~unt. 
:r'he ultimate result is the same, and there 
Is no advantage to be gained by makin~ 
any . alteration to the system of book": 
keepmg. It would only disturb the mothoc! 
of accountancy that has been laid down and 
established over a period of years. So long 
as hon. members do not lose their sense of 
perspective no bad results can accrue. 

The rebate on the machinery for the 
Mount Isa Company was introduced and 
approved by the Moore Government. The 
vote in the Estimates is merely a continu­
ance of that policy. With regard to the 
reduction in freights allowed to that com­
pany, it must not be forgotten that it 
~mploys_ a very large number of men. It is 
111 the mterests of the State that the com­
pany should continue its operations but to 
state that the Government are Josi,;g large 
sums of money and making a pre,ent of 
them to the company is not true. The 
Government are not losing by the arrange­
ment that has been made. As a Govern­
ment, we have just as much right to grant 
concessior;s to the mining industry as to the 
pastoral mdustry. One industry is as good 
a_s a~other-one form of primary produc­
twn Is as good as another-and any industry 
that employs a large number of men is 
just as worthy of special support as any 
?ther. The Government grant a reduction 
m the cost of the carriage of starving 
stock and fodder for starving stock. Special 
rebates have been allowed in connection 
with the restocking of holdings denuded as 
the result ~f the drought. :!'<o one industry 
should be smgled out. The mining industry 
is valuable to the State, so are the cattle 
and sheep industries. Where the Govern­
ment can encourage industry they are 
entitled to do so. 

With reference to the Roval Commission 
on Racing and Gaming, the' Leader of the 
Opposition is Ycry frequently amusing, but 
he was never more amusing than when he 
made a statement, founded on rumour that 
there was schism in the Labour Party with 
regard to the betting laws of the State. 
He asserted that certain statements appeared 
in the Press and certain things were done. 

He reminds me of the old gossip who was 
spreading slanders about somebody else. 
When confronted by the man she sai-d, " So 
and so's brotlfl!'r-in-law's niece works for an 
individual whose consin told me certain 
things." That is in perfect analogy with 
the attitude of the hon. gentleman. He 
makes a number of ill-founded statements, 
all based on rumour. If the Leader of the 
Opposition knew anything at all, he would 
remember the saying that "Rumour is a lying 
jade." Anyone who has occupied the posi­
tion of Premier, no matter how incompetent 
he has been, should have more dignity than 
to base a speech on idle and oft-times inter­
ested rumours. There has been no schism 
in this party at any time on this or any 
other matter. The Labour Party, as you 
know, Mr. Hanson, is not so ungenerous or 
mean as the organisation known as the 
Nationalist Country Party. That party 
suffered very heavy defeat at the last elec 
tion, and set out to find a scapegoat. 
Some of the meanest statements ever penned 
were published in the " Courier-Mail " and 
other newspapers about the leadership of 
the hon. member for Aubigny. Because the 
Moore Party were signally defeated, a 
number of people wanted to replace Mr. 
Moore by somebody else ! Very mean, very 
ung:'nerous ! Evidently the hon. member, 
ha vmg smarted under the meanne3s of his 
own party, thinks the Labour Party is 
gmlty of the meanness of spirit that his 
party showed towards him. Be that as it 
may; I say quite definitely that his state­
ments are based on idle rumour and have 
no foundation whatsoever. ' 

In appointing this royal commission, we 
were actuated bv a desire to do the right 
thing by racing 'and the public. It will be 
remembered that the Moore Government o[ 
which the hon. member for Dalby wa~ a 
member, appointed a racing commission 
very shortly after they were returned to 
power. In fact, his initials are on the 
minute authorising its appointment. Will 
he argue that that commission was useful 
and that this one will not be? If that is 
his contention, we can only arrive at 
the conclusion that that commission was 
appointed to enab'c some of the Nationalist 
Party's legal friends to obtain fat fees for 
legal services rendered to that commission. 
Following on . that ~ommission, legislation 
was passed mcreasmg the taxation on 
betting and restricting the number of days 
allotted to racing, not merely in Brisbane, 
but throughout the State. What has been 
the result? Racing has declined in Queens­
land ; there has not been the revival in 
racing in Queensland during the last three 
years that there has in other parts of the 
Commonwealth. 

T know very little about racing. I know, 
of course, that the hon. member for Dalby 
knows all that there is to be known prob­
ably, all there is to be known abo'ut the 
sordid side of racecourses. I want to know 
what js required. Why has this sport been 
cleclmmg? Some say it is because this 
betting tax is too heavy. Some put forward 
other contentions. Certain methods are 
being carried out in New South Wales and 
other St,ates, but there is no cohesion of 
policy as between those States. Many 
differences of opinion have been already 
expressed to the racing commission by 
experts. Mr. O'Shea, President of the 
Queensland Turf Club, gave evidence in 
certain directions, and the hon. member for 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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Dalby gave evidence in other directions. 
They showed differences of opinion. l am 
satisfied that the appointment of this royal 
commission will enable the Government to 
devise a policy that will be fair to all tbose 
who are honestly engaged in racing, and to 
the public. That is th0 idea and aim of tl:e 
Government, and that is all that is requiNd. 

l am not going to give an expression of 
opinion regarding the policy of the Govern­
ment until the report of the commission is 
placed in my hands. When it is available 
the Government will make up their minds 
as to the policy to be pur-,ued, and Parlia· 
ment will be asked to give effect to that 
policy. 

Item (Miscellaneous Services) agreed to. 

DEPART~IENT OF PUBLIO LANDS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbert): I move-

" That £56,773 be granted for ' Depart· 
ment of Public Lands-Chic£ Office.' " 

Mr. BEDFORD (lVarugo) [2.36 p.m.]: 
Notwithstanding results of the last drought 
and other causes-which were exaggerated, 
~hiefly, I think, on account of the fact that 
the droughts were largely sectional, but 
also because we arc given to overlooking 
the marvellously rapid recuperative power of 
the country-the total number of cattle in 
Queensland as at the 1st January, 1934, 
was 5,781,000, and at the 1st January, 1935, 
6,052,000. There has been an increase in 
the same period in the number of sheep 
up to 21,574,000, or by 1,501,000. The work 
that the Government have decided upon in 
the direction of making stock routes more 
efficient will be an admirable move. The 
question is whether drought relief will be 
secured by the proposal of the Department 
of Agriculture and Stock for feeding stock. 
Drought amelioration largely depends upon 
the people most interested, that is to say, 
the squatters themselves. The whole ques­
tion of artificial feeding depends largely 
on irrigation; the lessening of the results of 
drought depends largely on the present 
railway system being made more effective by 
north-south lines joining up those to the 
far West of the State. 

In this connection the Charleville-Blackall 
lino is, in my opinion, exceedingly neces­
sary, and most of the expert opinion on the 
subject I have already indicated. \Ye have 
seen in the \Vest of this country the disad­
vantages of company ownership of pastures 
as compared with individual ownership. The 
effects of the recent drought have been accen­
tuated by over-stocking. It was mentioned 
by the hon. member for Cook the other day 
that the flocks and herds of this country 
are no greater now than they were forty­
five years ago. That can be put down to 
over-stocking. New pests have come into 
the country, and we find in a bad fly time 
that some of the company-mvned concerns 
will not face the costs of dipping, but 
prefer to take the chance of mortality in the 
sheep. Similarly, in my own electorate 
which is the safest pastoral country, I sup: 
pose, in Australia, owing to the large areas 
of mulga reserves, there were stations that 
were not stocked up to 10 per cent. of 
their capacity, and although there was plenty 
of grass no attempt had been made to 
increase water facilities. In point of fact 
the existing water facilities of tanks and 
dams were made inoperable by being silted 
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up, and no attempt was made to unsilt 
them, so that when rain did come the water 
simply ran in and ran out again. In my 
opinion the State will have to provide 
stronger safeguards against those people 
who over-stock and allow the public estate 
to get into a worse condition than when they 
took it over. The old breed of pastoralists, 
especially the cattlemen, used their country 
on the run-down principle, taking all they 
could out of it while they were on it. That 
is only human nature, but it should also 
be the nature of the State to prevent spolia­
tion. 

Mr. 1\IAHER: The leasehold system has a 
lot to do with that. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Would the hon. mem­
ber make the countrv freehold and thus 
allow the owners to cl~ what they like with 
it? 

Mr. i\LmER: There is no incentive--
Mr. BEDFORD : It is no use the hon. 

member stressing the incentive that may 
follow the adoption of the freehold system. 
This State is already committed and will 
he committed, I think. for all time to the 
principle of never selling another acre of 
land. It is better for the pastoral industry 
that that should be so, for in bad times-­
no matter how f'ar they themselves may 
have conduced to those conditions-the 
tennnt8 ilnd a much more kindly landlord 
in the State than thev ever found in the 
private indiYidual. ~ 

:vlr. MAHETI: \Vith four or ilw years of 
the lease to run the tendency is to neglect 
the holding. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Naturally, the tendency 
is to work the countrv on the run-down 
principle, but the tendency of the State 
should be to see that thnt is not done. There 
bhoulJ bo clo'cr suponision to prevent over­
stocking. Penalties should bo imposced fo,· 
over-stocking and for failing to make th• 
Le,,t. of the natural water facilities on thP 
iand and to keep tanks and dams unsiltod. 
There should be a lm,·er rental for the man 
who is doing his best by the public estate 
as against tho n1an who is doing h1s worst. 

The sheep man is compelled to pay the 
cost of destroying Jingoes bred b_v the catt!'c 
man. In almost evcrv State of Amtrah1 
the Alsatian has bee!1 proved a menace 
and it should bo dealt with immediately. 
There should be a different method of deal­
ing with the dingo. I believe that a new 
method ha.s boon proposed. At least "'" 
should maintnin tho present local authorit 
price for scalps. but inr;reaso it by levying 
on the pastoral ists thcmseh·es. 

Speaking of the State as a landlord, we 
have during the last few da_vs seen a reitera· 
tion of th>' proposal for tho old cha.rtcr;ed 
companv method for the development of tlw 
N orther~n rrerritory, 'vhich we thOught l1 f1 ,-1 
ber'n squelched two years ago. The Barklv 
Tableland is now occupied entirely bv 
sheep. The Queensland pastoralist is at n 
disadvantage by reason of the fact that _I'" 
ha.s to pav a reasonable rent comparr>cl W11

1
' 

a rental "of 1s. a square mile for a lea'" 
in the Northern Territory of 42 years. 
When thfw.c leases were about to fall i 'l 
some years ago ihfl Brucr GoY~rnmcnt ~~sued 
nev.r ]rases for ~2 years. a~a1n carrying a 
rental of 1s. a square mile. The advan­
tages of low rentals and easy conditions arc 
not sufficient for the leaseholders in th" 
K orthern Territory. It is now proposed 
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that there should issue to them "company" 
leases of sixty years' duration and the 
alleged "company" is also asking the Com­
monwealth Government for a loan of 
£1,000,000 for the purpose of financing 
something that the company mongers 
of this particular concern call pro­
gress. The people on the other side of t,hc 
border arc to do away with the sheep blocks 
they now have and convert them to cattle: 
and in return that countrv will be freed of 
rent, industrial logislatiori, taxes, and even 
Customs cluFs. It is not possible that this 
proposition should g-o through for the 
reason that it is entirelv against the Federal 
Constitution inasmuch 'as it gives the State 
-or one part of Australia-an advantage 
over another. Mr. A. J. Cotton, a man who 
knows the country well, and who is an 
experienced pastoralist, writes in the 
''Cour:Pr Nlail" to-dav-

" J\Ir. Cramsie, .who gives his estimate 
of the carrying capacity as 720,000 head 
of cattle, has not, to my knowledge, 
ever been there, and I have been con­
nected with the country for twenty years. 
It is significant that the project which 
1\Ir. Cramsie reported on for the Moore 
Government-the purchase of Swift's 
\Vorks as abattoirs-although a good 
thing for the metropolitan area meat 
consumers, has not turned out to be 
the best thing for the meat industry 
of Queensland, inasmuch as it has 
thrown the ~ontrol of the indmtrv into 
the hands of a few of the big· meat 
vendors of the world." 

Yet in spite of such f•acts the proposal, 
which we thought we had scotched two vears 
ao;o, is to come up again. Although it "is an 
nnpudcnt, proposal it is an excellent indica,­
tioll of the opinion held by those impudent 
people of the Government which thev m·e 
about to approach. Ail sorts and conditions 
of JWople who live in Queensland should 
prole ,t ar-ainst this disaclv•antage to thP 
Queensland cattle grower, whose c stork now 
approaches 7,000.000. and the great injustiee 
which it is proposed shall be, clone to them 
in order that the countrv now carrving a. 
large numbc·r of sheen "and 226,000" cattle> 
should carry something under 750.000 cattle 
only at the expense of Australia's monev 
and in breach of the Australian Constitutior{. 

Mr. LLEIVELY:-<' (Toowoom./){[) [2.49 
p.m.]: The matter I intend to refer to is 
one in which a number of citizens of 
Toowoomba are interested. It concerns 
provision for the propagation of certain 
species of bird life on Lake Clarenclon 
which is situated on a reserve under th~ 
co11trol of the Departm<mt of Public Lands. 
The resen:e is less than 1, 000 acres in 
extent, whrle the actual area of the water 
is _ab•;mt 160 acres. During most of the year 
thrs Js the habitat of about 10 000 birds of 
various sp<:cies. ?'he minds of the people 
are bf'commg ag1tatcd because the rarer 
bird~ arc gra?ually becoming e"<tinct. It 
Js w1th the ob1ect of encouraging the birds 
to remnm and propagate that the action 
I lmvc in mind is contemplated. 

InterPst in this matter was awakened dur­
ing the visit of Lord H untingficlcl. the 
present Governor of Victoria. to the Gatton 
district, who promised to lend his support 
bv way of a subscription of £25. Prominent 
citizer:s of Toowoomba and other centres 
have taken a promin0nt intc•rest in the 
matter. A committee has been appointed, 

including Dr. Spencer Roberts (Government 
medical officer), Mr. ::Vlark Harnson, H1s 
Excellency Lord Huntingfield, Mr. T. P. 
O'Brien, Mr. F. Pigott, Dr. Hurworth, and 
Professor MurraY, of Gatton College. The 
trust has agreed" to allow a certain portion 
of this rc;,erve, to be devoted to t,his parpose. 
The major difficulty is the matter of expenses, 
and I appeal to 'the Secretary fcH· Public 
Lands to give sympathetic consideration to 
any request he rnay receive for financial 
help for this project. The object is to fence 
off the reserve and run the fence down into 
the lake itself, which would eliminate a 
good deal of the alarm to which the birds 
are subjected and which is inimical to propa­
gation. The fence would prevent cattle and 
other animals from grazing on that portion. 
and the growth of natural herbage wol.lld 
encourage bird life. Lake Clarendon is 
situated in proximity to Gatton, about 29 
milos from Toowoomba, and the same dis­
tance from Ipswich; and in future it will be 
attractive to tourists between Brisbane and 
Toowoomba. Xow that the matter has been 
brought under the notice of the Minister, I 
know he will give it his fullest considera­
tion. The people a re prepared to help with 
their own n1oney. 

I do not wish it to be undentcod that I 
am criticising any lack of effort by the 
GoYermncnt to protect bird life. There are 
a yer\,~ large number of bird sancbaaries 
throughout the StatP, but a closer eu~rvision 
would appen r to be desirable. The protec­
tion of bird life should not be merely a 
policv of npgation-the mere provision of 
bird sanctuaries and leaving it at that. The 
law relating to bird protection should be 
policed, and the feathered friends of man 
should recPive the maximum of protection. 
In the brochure, " The Animals and Bi.-,ls 
Acts, 1921 to 1924," issued by the Secrctury 
~or Agriculture, is to be fou:1d the follow­
mg :-

" Trm FEATHERED FRmNDA OF ~fAK. 

" The service that birds perform in 
protecting woodland trees, writes K H. 
Forbush. State Entomologist of Massa­
chusetts, is more nearly indispensible 
to man than any other benefit they con­
fer on him. . . . 'Were the natural 
cnermes of for2st insccts annihilated, 
~vcr'l.\ tree in our Vloods wou1d be 
thrc;tenecl with destruction, and man 
would be powerle.so to prevent the 
calamity. 

" He might make shift to save some 
orchard or shade trees; he mig-ht find 
means to raise some garden crops; but 
the protection of all the trees in all the 
woods would be bnvond his J?Owers. Yet 
this herculean task ordinanly is accom­
plished as a matter of course by birds 
and othE'r insectivorous creatures, with­
out trouble or cxp~nso to man, and with­
out appreciable injury to his great wood­
land interests." 

Mr. Harclacre, an ex-Secretary for Public 
Lands on one occasion quoted in the Cham­
ber the motto of English sportsmen, " It is 
a lovely day. Let us go out and kill some­
thing." Certainly the gentleman wae treat­
ing the matter satirically. There are other 
members in this Chamber who are interested 
in the protect:on of our bird life, and now 
that the matter has been raised, I um sure 
the Secretary for Public Lar.ds will give it 
his serious consideration. 

Mr. Llewelyn.] 
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Mr. MAHER (TV est M oreton) [2.59 p.m.]: 
Lake Clarendon is in my electorate. It 
was the old home of the V annocks one of 
the pioneering pastoral families of' Queons~ 
land. The present Governor of Victoria 
Lor<l Huntingfield, is a member of thi~ 
family and was bcH·n on this property. On 
h1s recent visit to the Gatton district His 
Excellency was distressed to find the bird 
life of the lake being destroyed because 
cattle and horses, when wandering through 
the reserve, trampled on the nests of the 
birds. Lord Huntingfield spent a very 
enjoyable hour or so on the shores of 
Lake Clarendon, which he had not seen 
for over forty years. It was the scene of 
his boyhood, and he was very anxious 
that the area should be preserved not 
only because of its own natural beauty but 
also because of the bird life to be f~und 
around this lovely stretch of water. Lord 
Huntingfieid interviewed some of the mem­
bers of the trust that controls this lake and 
told them that he would donate £25 to any 
fund that could be raised to fence off a 
portion of the l:tke to prevfmt stock tramp­
ling on the birds' nests and so make a suit­
a_ble sanctuary for the propagation of bird 
hfe. 

It must be remembered, however that the 
lake is held in terms of a trust. ' The five 
me:nbers of th_at trust are Mr. Westergaard 
NedBen (Cha!rman), Councillor Ge01·ge 
Muller, Caunciilor L. T. Lester, Mr. C. W. 
Sanger, and Mr. J. K. Ebert. Those trus­
tees are in a. rather unusual position in that 
they are operating under a deed of grant 
which dedicates the lake to the trustees fo; 
the purposes of recreation, under control, 
and that, in addition, a number of the Lake 
Clarendon settlers have the right to graze a 
certain quantity of stock in the area sur­
rounding the lake and coming under the 
control of the trust. So that the rights of 
the settlers have to be considered. Whilst 
I am prepared fully to support the request 
ma.de by the hon. member for Toowoomba 
I hope that the Minister will do nothing 
t.hat will in any way interfere with the 
powers and responsibilities of the existing 
trustees. The request, as I understand it, is 
for an amount to help the trustees to fence 
off a portion of the lake. They are prepared 
to donate £50~ccepting their share of the 
responsibility-Lord Huntingfield will donate 
£25, and it is thought that the cost of the 
fencing will run into approximately £200 
although £500 could quite easily be spent 
there. If the Government could sec their 
way clear to earmark the sum of £150 or 
thereabouts, _to ass!st the trustees in this ~·cry 
laudable obJect, 1t would be verv helpful 
indeed. I support the request made by the 
hon. mem·ber for Toowoomba in that respect. 

A project to ensure that bird life will ha,-0 
every chance of propagation is indeed a Yerv 
worthy one. The gentlemen of the Too­
woomba and Gatton districts, particularly 
members of the Tarampa Shire Council and 
the trustees, have been vorv anxious to 
assure the protection of bi'rd life. The lake 
has a_lready _been proclaimed .a sanctuary 
for birds. L1ke Lord Huntingfield I cer­
tainly wish to see that the lake' is pre­
served, not only for recreation purposes but 
a1so for the p_urpose of allowing the bea~tiful 
b1rds found m that part of the district to 
h~ve every opportunity of increasing without 
disturbance by stook trampling down their 
nests. 

[Mr. Maher. 

The farmers, too, are anxious to see the 
bird life protected. There is no doubt that 
the bird life and farming interests go hand 
in hand. Birds destroy many of the pests 
that affect crops, and it is only right that 
every effort be made to see that our beauti­
ful bush birds are given every opportunity 
to multiply. I have much pleasure in sup­
porting the request by the hen. member for 
Toowoomba. and I hope that the Minister 
will seriously consider the matter and make 
funds available for this wry desirable 
object. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [3.6 
p.m.]: As one very interested in the welfare 
of our youths, I wish to pay a tribute 
to the Minister in charge of this Vote for 
the furtherance of the scheme for the train­
ing of boys of this State in forestry work. 
The scheme has been successful up to the 
present, and well over 100 boys are now 
satisfactorily employed. The Mmister is to 
be complimented on finding an avenue where 
the young men of this State can be employed. 
In my electorate at Watalgan a number of 
boys have been employed. They are for­
tunate in that the officer in charge of the 
work there is a very capable man and able 
to give them the training they so much 
desired. 

As I said in my speech on the Address in 
Reply, it is pleasing to notice the improve­
ment in forestry activities that has taken 
place during the last twelve months. In 
this connection the Minister and his officers 
are again to be congratulated on the pur­
suance of a policy that has proved to be 
successful. I still maintain-perhaps it has 
become an obsession with me-that too many 
forestry areas are locked up and not enough 
such land is made available for farmers' 
sons who desire to engage in -dairying and 
other occupations. 

I am pleased that the hon. member for 
Toowoomba, supported by the hon. member 
for West Moreton, touched on the matter 
of wild bird life. For many years I have 
been a member of the Wild Bird Protection 
T"eague of Australia, and I have addressed 
many gatherings in various parts of the 
State. including centres in the electorate 
of ·west Moreton. The ravages of 
natural fauna and flora in the moun­
tainous area of that district led to 
the formation of a sub-branch of the 
league there. This is a matter that demands 
the attention, not only of members of Par­
liament, but also of everv individual inter­
ested in the prescrvatioi:t of our natural 
fauna and flora. I am pleased to know 
that quite recently the Chamber of Com­
merce at Monto decided to get in touch 
with the :Minister and ask him to use every 
effort to suppress the denuding of various 
areas of staghorns, ferns, and the plant life 
existing in the scrubs there. 

The hon. member for W an·ego spoke of 
the dingo menace. At the last half-yearly 
meeting of the Western Downs Local Pro­
ducers' Association at Dalby in June, a reso­
lution was passed-

" That the question of a State-wide 
scheme for the destruction of the dingo 
pest be again urged upon the Govern­
ment." 

Press reports practically every day indicate 
the growth of this menace. I haTe a Press 
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report here-I am sorry I could not obtain 
the date of it-that says-

" ALARMING IKCREAbE OF DINGOES. 

·'BIGGER SUBSIDY OX SCALPS SOUGHT. 

" Dingoes in the cattle and sheep 
·country \Vere increasing at an alarrning 
rate, and graziers vverc unable to cope 
with them." 

That was the complaint of a deputation to 
the hon. the Home Secretary from the Local 
Authorities Association. The request was 
made that the amount paid for dingo scalps 
should be increased from 5s. to 10s. The 
Press report continues-

" Councillor T. J. Campbell (Kola.n) 
said the local authorities were prepared 
to increase their share of the subsidy 
from 2s. 6d. to 5s. if the Government 
\vould do the same. So fa.r as they could 
sec, it was the only solution of the 
problem." 

Letters are published in the Press pra.ctically 
·every day pointing out the damage suffered 
by the ravages of dingoes throughout the 
State. 

Another matter of concern to countrv 
. areas, and probably coastal areas, too, i's 
the alarming spread of the la.ntana. I have 
a letter frorn a gT<-lzier in n1y electorate 
.asking me to use my best endeavours in 
securing its destruction. He points out that 
it practically rivals pear in its menacing 
spread, affecting the eastern coast and 
.spreading rapidly without check to the 
most valuable areas. I hope that the Minis­
ter will be able to extend some assigtance 
to the settlers who desire to combat the 
spread of this pest. 

In conclusion, I should like to refer to 
the recently established Country La.nd 
Devc:opmcnt Assistance Fund. Alrea.dy a 
sum of £100,000 has been made available 
in this fund to he:p land holders to develop 
their countrv. 'The new fund will Le under 
the control of the Secretary for Public La.nds. 
Ad\ ances will be made available at 4 per 
.cent., repayable over h' enty-fn'e years, for 
the first five years interest only being 
dmrged. and thereafter interest and redemp­
tion in half-yearly instalments. The scheme 
is a good one, and the Government arc to 
"be congratulated upon making the fund 
available. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I should like 
to point out to the hon. member that he 
is now dea.ling with loan funds, whereas the 
vote under discussion deals with the Con­
solidated Revenue Account. 

Mr. T. L. WILLIAMS: I merely wanted to 
congratulate the Minister and the Govern­
ment on their action in inaugurating the 
scheme and making the fund available. 

Mr. LARCOMBE (Rockharnpton) [3.13 
p.m.]: The puzzling and almost mysterious 
silence of hon. members opposite astounds 
me. They call themselves the Country 
Party, and apparently they are satisfied with 
the work that the present Government are 
"doing in relation to land settlement. I 
should like to congratulate the Minister and 
the Government upon the success of their 
land settlement policy. "Cndcr the present 
Government land activities have shown a 
gratifying improvement, and Avidenoe of 
that is a.vailable in the Budget a.nd other 
documents, I propose to deal with two or 
three problems that have a. vital bearing on 

the Rockhampton and surrounding districts. 
I propose to deal with the problems of 
drought losses, the need for bigger home 
markets for Queensland primary producers, 
and the thre:ttencd restrictions on exports. 
I shall deal with them in a non-party 
spirit. 

The pro!Jlem of drought losses is a very 
serious one, and I offer my congratula.tions 
to the Government upon their suggestions 
for drought amelioration. I hope that they 
will persevere with their sugge,·tions until 
a solution has been found. The question is 
one that affects not only the grazier and the 
Government, but also the State and the 
nation. Drought losses deplete assets, dissi­
pate capital, and reduce income, and the 
consummation of any practicable proposal 
for drought insurance will be welcomed, I 
am sure, by the people in general and the 
graziers in particular. One great authority 
has said that he who makes two blades of 
grass grow wherP one gre\V formerly is a 
greater benefactor to the human race than 
the whole race of politicians. Any admin­
istration that can reduce the drought loss 
to one sheep where two died formerly will 
be a benefactor to Australia, and Queens­
land in particular . 

\V e need an entirely now outlook and a 
new policy in regard to droug-ht problems. 
It is the tendency to accept drought as an 
abnormal feature of our agricultural, grazing, 
and climatic life, whereas as a matter of 
fact it should be regarded as a norrual 
feature, varying in intensity but occurring 
periodically, and just as natural as good 
seasons. Each succeeding drought seems to 
find us in the same unfortunate and unpro­
tected position. I know the effect of these 
droughts upon Rockhampton and the Central 
District. Although there is a difference 
of opinion as to hm\ drought insurance 
should be effected, there is a strong and 
growing desire on the part of the people 
of Central Queensland that some form of 
such insurance should be founded. T1, io 
quite a natural suggedion, especially as 
insurance schernes have been evolv::-d again;:..r; 
such losocs as those bv fire. :'\o scheme has 
been evolved to prot'ect our great pastoral 
industry against losses from recurring 
droughts, which are just as certain as the 
rising of the sun and good seasons. There­
fore, I commend the Government for the 
proposals they have tentatively placed before 
the country. 

The Rockhampton "Evening News" 
expn·,sed its appreciation of the spirit con­
tained in the gesture of the Government. 
In an article ,vritten in August last the 
editor remarked-

" It is too early yet to assume that tho 
drought insurance scheme will not be 
acceptable in some form to the industry 
which it is designed to benefit. 

'' There ea n be no question of tho 
Govcrnrncnt' s sincere desire to do sonle­
thing to save the State and the people 
engaged in the grazing industry from 
such gTuclling experiences as they hM'e 
just goue through. 

"Even if the fodder proposals do not 
appeal to a majority surelv there are 
some points in the scheme that can be 
adopted with bend1cial results .. , 

That io excellent comment. The writer 
approached the subject in a proper spirit, 
and I hope that other newspapers will do 
similarly. 

ftiT. Lctrcombe.] 
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The Secretary for Agriculture is to be 
common<led for his zeal, energy alld ability in 
putting forward those tentative proposals. 
K aturally, they are not to be regarded as a 
fixed, definite and unalterable scheme. They 
can be develope<l, varied and elaborated as 
the circumstances and eon<l:fons require, and 
can be ultimately moulded into a sound 
scheme for the mitigation of drought lo~ses. 
Any scheme that reduces the seYerity of 
our drought losses is of national import­
ance. The proposal of the Minister is a 
very excellent one, and should be carefully 
considered by the graz:ers as well as other 
intere:::ts 

Obviouslv. there will be many objec­
tions to a!1y scheme which may be dc.-ised, 
but the objections are not unsurmountable. 
They are inevitably associated with all 
great schemes. Objections are raised to 
all great proposals. Dr. Jolmson reminds 
Ui\ that if wo wait to overcome all objec­
tions nothing will be :tttcmpted. As Thumas 
Carl.dc remarked, "All noble work is at 
first impo.ssible." So to-day we must 
bear in mind there will be objections to 
the constructive proposal put forward by 
the Government, but if the objections are 
met in the right spirit it can be accom­
plished. If we cou~d only rid oursclYes of 
that cynical complex that sets up the con­
viction that nothing can be done-it can be 
done. The Central district of the State 
can be raved much needless loss by a scheme 
such as that suggested by the Government. 

The nature of the Government's contri­
bution to drought relief justifies their 
request for better organisation in the pas­
toral industry to combat the disastrous 
results of droughts. The Government have 
spent millions of pounds by way of drought 
relief railway,; throughout Queensland, not­
ably ou the Longrcach railway, wiwre a 
In rge sum of money was spent on a line 
Unt would not justify it.s existence except 
that it is ]argl'ly used to provide relief in 
t;mc" of droL>ght. During the rccect drought 
the Railway Department carried millions of 
sheep with a minimum of lo3S. These- sheep 
\Yere il'an:5portcd long distances. in ono 
instance. from Ooorindi to Goondiwindi-a 
distance of 1.500 miles--and there were other 
cases where sheep were transported similarly 
long distances. The Go-vernment have spent 
a large aJnount of rnonoy in assisting the 
pastoral industry, and because of that great 
expenditure by the taxpayers of the State 
we can expect greater attention to the prob­
lem of relief insurance and drought relief. 

The Government have rendered great 
assistance to the pastoral industry by grant­
ing concessions in freights. The follo\v­
ing pcrf'cntage reductions indicate tl1e 
magnitude of the aSBistanco rendered in 
this respect: starving stock, 35 per cent. ; 
fodder for starving stock, 50 per cent.; and 
stock being railed to drought-stricken areas 
for restocking purposes, 35 per cent. 

In the past three years the Government 
haYe granted freight concessions to the 
pastoral iudustry amounting to £175,000, and 
in the past twenty years, apart from the 
reduction in wool rates, the concessions to 
this industry and others affected by drought 
conditions in this State have amounted to 
£800,000 per annum; whilst taking into con­
sideration the reduction in wool rates from 
1930, the concessions granted in the past 
thirty years have amounted to over 
£1,000,000. It is quite obvious the expendi­
ture of that largo sum of money in help to 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

the pastoral industry by the taxpayers of 
the State justifies the Government's request 
for better organisation in that industry. 
It is a qestion that vitally affects not only 
the people in the district I represent, but 
the people of the State generally; and I 
hope the Government's comrr_1endable pro­
posals will ultimately matenahse m a sound 
and effective scheme that will develop a 
new outlook in Queensland in regard to 
droughts in this State. 

'l'he supplementary prop?sal of the depart· 
ment regarding the provrswn of water on 
stock rontes must appeal to members as 
beirw Yerv dbirable. That will be of 
imm~nse adYantage to the pa,toral industry, 
and a further link in a scheme of drought 
insurance and ensure grPater safety when 
staning stock are travelling. I understand 
it is proposed to provide for a cha111 0f water 
links stretching from Eromanga to Normanton 
bv the sinking of bores at stratt'getical points 
a;rd generally providing dams and bores 
throughout the State. Tlns proVISIOn wlll 
Lw of great advantage when rt rs necessary 
to traynJ starving stock. 

Dealing with the question of providing 
a _g-re-ater hon1e 1narket fer our produce, I 
desire to emphasise the point that it i• 
obYiotls that nothing is to be gained by 
producing if a market cannot be found for 
the product. That is an obvious truism­
a simple but fundamental truth. The need 
for a !rl'f:'tLter Au"tra!ian rnarket for Queens­
Land \lnd A ustra lia.n producer;:; js helng 
<'mplwsised by the policy of restri,;tion of 
exports fro1n Australia, a!ld i~ adchtlon b:y 
the lapp;e to lower ovcrslas priC'L'~ thnt took 
place in 1934-35 as compared w1th 1933-34. 
There ·was a recoyery of prices for Aus~ 
tralian products oyerseas in 1933-34,. but 
there was a relapse in the following year. 
Butter, chePse, sugar, wool, hides, and sheep­
skins were affected. 

It is true that there is already a substan­
tial Australian market for the primary 
products of the Commonwealth. Over 
£100 000 000 worth of primary products pro­
duce-d i;, Australia are consumed annually 
within her shores. That demonstrates the 
possibility of greater expansion and shows 
that there is within Australia the prospect 
of a greater market with loss fluctuation, 
greater certainty, and greater stability than 
there is bevond her shore'. \Vhat 1s more 
important_:highcr prices are obtained 
internally. 

Associated with the problem of a greater 
home market is obviously the question of 
secondary industries. Australia requires to 
build up her secondary industries in order 
to accommodate a larger populaton and pro­
Yide a greater demand and a greater market 
for the products of the primary producers 
and to ensure grC'ater purchas:jng pov;cr 
to her citizens. There should be no sug­
gestion of antagonism between the city and 
the country. During this morning's debate 
an hon. member contended that there was 
a gulf dividing the city and the country. 
That suggestion was not correct. There 
should be the greatest co-operation and inter­
dependence between the city and the coun­
try, and if that spirit is manifested in Aus· 
tralia secondary industries can be built up 
and an enormously increased market provided 
for the products of tl><> primary producers 
of Queensland and the other Australian 
States. Australia is certainly a. wonderful 
country, large in area and rich in resources, 
but she will never realise her trne destiny 
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until her secondary industries receive greater 
.consideration than they are being shown at 
the present time. 

At 3.29 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSOX (Ipsu;ich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The fiscal policy of the 
Commonwealth is closely associated with this 
question of secondary industries of primary 
production a11d of markets for the pro­
ducers. In making that contentio11 it 
must 11ot be understood that I am under­
estin1at.ing tho in1portancc of primary 
production. In Let. the \Yholo point of 
my cont-ntion is that the development 
·of secondarv industries should be advanced 
in order to absorb the produce of our 
prirnary industries. Erono1nists have time 
and again pointed out that a top-heavy 
-city population is a danger to the nation. I 
do not suggest for a moment that we should 
build up our cities at the expense of the 
-country. The two should advance simul­
taneously and in sympathy. There is much 
wisdom in the admonitory question of George 
Essex Evans-

" How can we make Australia groat and 
Btrong whr-n danger calls, 

\Yhen half the people of the State are 
cram1ned in city \Valls ?" 

I a1n not suggesting that we should cram 
the people within the city walls. 

Mr. RcsSEL!,: Your policy does that. 

Mr. LARC'JMDE: That 1s entireiy 
\Vrong. Our po lic-v does not. Tiute will not 
permit of HlY entering into a lengthy argu­
ment with the hon. member for Hamilton. 
but I moot emphaticallv submit that ou;· 
polic: does not do that. As a matter of 
fact. there was an increase of 17,000 per­
:->ons engaged in farming and cultivating in 
Queensland bchnlcn the Years 1915 and 
1929 unclt>r Litb )Ur GovPl'nrnf.nt. In no other 
Siate of L\lFtralia \Vas tlwre such Pn ir~crca~-.. 
In n1anv States thf're were deer LLF'•, I-To\V 
can tlJP ·hon. ruernb::r co!~iend l hat. our nohcv 
undul,\' fo-tcr the t 'ty at tbc r·xpcn~P t:r th'e 
f'ountry when tbc f'tatistir" fer 1915 to 1929 
s~ow that \vhilo we _we:re builcling up the 
c1t:v WP \VPre al;;;.o l1lulding up the count.ry, 
and had the splendid record of 17,00J addi­
~iona] perscn~s cu1tixating a11d ,_lair~ i1~~· dur-
Ing that period? -

The imrnigration figures under the Labour 
Govt'mmcnt were the best in the whole 
Commonwealth, \Yhich shows that Labour 
-ha., a true conception of statesmanship and 
that Labour's policy is all embracing. VIe 
r··cognise alld net on tho in1portrrnt principles 
of politiral econom:v that en1br[tc8 all inter­
ests, the countP as well as the citv. 

I now pass on to the third difficulty con­
fronting the primary producer; that is. rl1 
thJ'catencd restriction of primarv exports. 
That is a difficultv that will a'ffoct Aus­
tralia next year ·unless we bestir our­
selves, For next year the question will be 
decided by the British Government, and 
unless there is a full and effective protest 
from Australia in the meantime, we shall 
inevitably suffer a restriction of exports. 

:'11r. BRA"D: It will go if Labour gets 
into power in the old country. 

M1· LARCO~IDE: I have endeavoured 
to keep this discu"ion free of party politics, 

l:ut the interjection by the hon. membor 
for lsis reminds me of the fact that his 
own leader was responsible for fosterin11.· 
the policy of restriction of exports. Laot 
year he strongly supported it, as did the 
Federal Prime Minister and the High 
Commissioner of Australia. Thov are a1J 
r('sponsible for this conspiracy. :~rhoy sur­
rendered to the seductiYe ;;;irer.s of South 
AnlCrlcan intcre~ts. ....~\u,.,tralit3.. ha~ been 
sacrjficcd on the altar of alien intere:Jts 
that huYc no other conccm in th~ British 
Empire than that of scrdid profit. The 
propo~al is unbusincssrko, di . .;graccfu1, and 
unpatridic, and one' to which the p•'ople of 
Ausb·a:ia should not submct without effective 
protest. 

On what grounds do \YP ba;::e our prote:-t? 
First of all, on the financial and trade 
relationship bf'twecn Au trJlia .and Great 
Britain. '\ye haYe larg-C' trade and lina~l­
cial relation,hips with- tlJP Lnii•2cl King·­
dom. vVe import heavily from the United 
Kingdom. We haYe heavy obligations in 
London-about half our national debt is pay· 
able in London. How arc we to pa\' in full 
without default, if the means by which we 
pay are to be restricted '! If we arc to meet 
our obligations in full, as we desire to do, 
this policy of restriction of exports should 
not bo tolerated. And it is not propos€cl. 
as we are told at times. in the iuterosts of 
the British producer. 

An 0PPOSITIOX JVIEsiDER iderjectcd. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The Leader of the 
Opposition advocated it. The " Conricr­
Mail ".of the lOth May. 1934. quotes him 
as havmg done so at the Crow's Nest show. 
The paragraph reads-

" RESTRICTION OF EXPORTS. 

MR. }lOORE SUPPORTS PROPOSALS. 

" Speaking at the opening of the 
Crow's Nest show to-day, Mr. A. E. 
Moore mdJCated that he strongly sup­
ported the proposal to restrict the export 
of proclLKe to Great Britain. vVe haYe 
had ::\Ir. Bruce out lJPw, and he has not 
only ~met the different GoYPl'lllfiCnts 1nu 
also the prln1::ry producers. ~Ir. Brucc 
is quite right. \Ye haYe Government,:;; 
with the exception of the Federal 
Govf'rnnwnt strong1:. opt;OSlng a policy 
of rest,riction.'' 

That i" the pronouncement of the hon. the 
Leader of the Opposition ! I say that the 
restriction of exports. if forc-ed upo.n us, 
would bo tragic enoug-h_ but when we arc 
likely to hHe it foi,tcd upon us bv the 
acquiesenco and surrender of certain ."io-cn llcd 
states1nen in .._\u:-;tralia, ~ho pos :b:Jity i~ 
tragic beyond clcscription ancl bPgft;J,J' . ., 
one's powers of expression. The Australian 
producers are being ~1.cri-6ccd in the manner 
I ha Ye indicated becan· e of the actions of 
leaders in the anti-Labour ranks. Fortu­
nately the Press, regarding it apart from 
party politics, haYo taken up an attitude 
antagonistic to these proposals. I quote 
again from the "Courier-}tlajl "-

" The time is opportunte, therefore, 
to tell Britain that the capacity of Aus­
tralia to absorb new population must 
depend very considerably upon freedom 
to dispose of surplus production. In 
short, if the Unittv.l Kingdom prefers 
foreign to Australian meat, strangling, 
or at least hampering development here, 

JJ1 r Larcombe.l 
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the chances of reinforcing the popula­
tion by immigration from the mother 
country must be correspondingly 
destroyed.'' 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [3.38 p.m.]: It has 
been generally recognised by most people 
who settle on the land that the Labour 
Party's policy of land settlement has been 
pretty rotten. and does not appeal to them. 
It is not in the interests of good settlement. 
The present Secretary for Public Lands is the 
most successful Labour l\finister to hold that 
portfolio. }Ie has endeavcured to recognise 
that his job is one that calls for a good deal 
of practical help to the man on the land. 
He has recognised that the "" rule of thumb" 
policy of the Labour platform should be 
cast on one side. I-Ie ha~~ rriorei)Y-21\ Lt'en 
honest in his administration. Approximately 
eight months ago at \Varwick he paid a 
tribute to the ex-Minister for Public Lands, 
l'.1r. Deacon, for he said, in effect: " I am 
only doing what Mr. Deacon initiated. I 
am trying to do what I can to settle people 
on the land." Mr. Deacon initiated that 
policy and the present Minister is endeavour­
ing to carry it out ! He is making every 
endeavour to settle people on the land in a 
satisfactory way. The hon. member for 
Rockhampton contended that the return from 
primary products during the year 1934-35 
was the lowest on record. 

Mr. LARCO~fBE: 
on record. 

I did not say the lowest 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member pointed 
out that it was lower in that year than it 
had been for many years past. But the 
Secretary for Public Lands claims that during 
that yea-r his department was able to attract 
to the Treasury the highest amount of land 
rcYenue since 1929. The Government should 
recoguise the fundamental principle that 
prim~try producers cannot progress if they 
arc called upon to meet heavy Crown rents 
and other excessiYe gov<~rnmental charges 
during a time when they are unable to get 
a reawnable price for their commodities. 
Ag-ain we urge the Government to reduce 
land rentals to the lowest po"ible level. 

The hon. member for vVarrego complained 
that looses on the Barldy Ta.bleland and 
elsewhere in the Northern Territorv were 
m!'de available at a rental of ls. a· square 
mile and that the Queensland O'rown tenants 
were at a disa.dva.ntage in having to pay 
higher rentals. I should like to present the 
rcvcr~e sid: of the case to _the Mini~ter by 
warmng him not to handicap Queensland 
tenants by imposing heavv Crown rentals 
as compared with thm;e ·charged in the 
Northern Territory. 

I thoroughly underst,and that a Secretan 
for Public Lands ha.s many problems t~ 
tackle and that they vary from year to year 
but I should like to support the request by 
the hon. member for Port Curtis that action 
he taken by the Government to combat the 
spread of the Iantana. It is true that it is 
rapidly spreading along our coastal areas, 
threatening some of the best pastoral land. 
Many hundreds of acres have been over­
run during the past few years. The trouble 
<loes not. lie so !flUCh in the spread of the 
lantana Itself as m the fact that it provides a 
harboura.ge for wallabies who devour the grass 

fMr. Larcombe. 

and thus render rnanv areas almost useless. 
The Commonwealth "Government recognise 
their responsibility in the matter, but unless 
something is done, especially along the lines 
of employing biological agents, many 
huncircds of acres of our b0~t land must 
succumb to the onward march of this pest, 
as many thousands of acres of valuable 
pastoral country succumbed to the spread 
of prickly pear before it was ultimately 
checked. Steps should be taken to stop its 
onward progress. While owners of land 
arc waiting for some biological met.hod of 
doing so the Minister should help owners of 
alienated land to destroy the pest by present 
known methods, such as burning, digging, 
and the flame thrower. The department 
will earn the gratitude of graziers, and 
agriculturists particularly, if they can devise 
means whereqy many fine areas of our coastal 
land can be redaimed from the pest. 

Reference has been m ado to our stock 
losses in the drought from which the State 
has just emerged, and the construction of 
certain railways to expedite th., transport 
of stock to a.nd from drought-stricken a.rea.s. 
To-day sheep are compelled to travel 1,200 
miles by rail from relief country to vVestern 
Queensland, whereas if the south-western 
and central railway systems w0r<' linked 
this distance would be reduced t.Q 4GO or 50(); 
miles. This link would afford tremendous 
relief to our pastoralists and be of great 
nationa.: value. That being so, the Govern­
ment would be justified in approaching the 
Federal Government for help to construct 
it as a great national asset. I support the 
suggestion of the hon. member for Warrego, 
and I feel that the Commonwealth Govern­
ment have some responsibility in this matter. 

The debate on these Estimates invariably 
revolves round the respective merits of the 
perpetual freehold and leasehold systems 
1'hat subject is still a live one with my 
party. vVe c:aim the right of selectors to 
make their lands freehold if they wish. The 
Moore Government gave settlers the option 
to convert their agricultural farms from 
perpetual leasehold to freehold tenure. 
Quite a number ava.iled themselves of the 
opportunity. Although the policy of the­
Government is that of leasehold tenure, we 
know that many of their followers porso!nlly 
favour the freehold system. We believe­
that freehold tenure is the right tenure in 
closely settled areas. It makes for the 
<levelopment and prosperity of a district. 
It gives the selector an incentive to work 
to this end. The greatest prosperity and 
development have taken place in the closely 
settled areas of the State where freehold 
tenure abounds. 

Mr. FOLEY : Anyone would think you 
belonged to the Middle Ages. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member, who is 
continually foisting the doctrines of Russia. 
upon us, is in the advanced age. Hon. 
members on this side of the Chamber recog­
nise that every man on the land wants to 
own his own farm; he does not wish to farm 
it under the leasehold system. People who 
are developing the country are entitled to 
freehold. Hon. members opposite have a 
great deal to say about the rights of other 
sections of the community. I stand for 
the rights of the men on the land-and I 
say they should have the right to own free­
hold. The man who settles on the land 
has a perfect right to look for the tenure 
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that has been recognised as a proper one 
throughout the ages-and that is freehold. 

Mr. FaLEY : The land belongs to the people, 
and you have no right to give it away. 

Mr. BRAND: The hon. member would 
purchase a freehold right in preference to 
a leasehold right. The present Secretary for 
Public Lands gives greater weight to the 
practical side of land settlement-greater 
than most of his predecessors-and that is of 
great help to the settlers. There are many 
difficulties to be overcome, some of "luch 
are met with especially in the closer settled 
areas, and I hope the Minister will give 
svmpathetic consideration to requests from 
these settlers who are passing through diffi­
cult times, and who, notwithstanding the 
remarks of the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton, are carrying out the real work of this 
country. 

The men on the land desire the develop­
ment of secondary industries. The Leader 
of the Opposition has stressed that time 
and again, and endeavoured to get a dis­
cussion in this Parliament on the need for 
the development of secondary industries. It 
is useless to endeavour to persuade the 
people of this State that fiscal matters pre­
vent it when secondary industries prosper 
in other States of the Commonwealth. The 
primary industries in our State look for­
ward to the development of a healthy 
secondarv industrv that will provide a home 
market for their product. liVe recognise that 
the home market is the best market we can 
have for our own products, and particularly 
our primary products; and we will assist 
the Government in any policy that will tend 
to bring that about. 

The Minister in charge of the Lands 
Department has a very important portfolio, 
and we hope he will give yet greater help 
to settlers who are labouring under difli­
culties, because unless something is done 
to induce them to carry on they will leave 
the land and come to the cities. 

The Secretary for Public Lands should not 
countenance the policy of cutting np selec­
tions into areas that are over-small. Such 
a policy is not a good ono for the State, 
but was followed by previous Labour 
Administrations. He should adopt the policy 
advocated by members on this side on every 
opportunity of providing a living aroo. The 
Minister has certainly had a number of 
difficulties to contend with. Even during 
the past twelve months he has had to face 
many difficulties in an endeavour to over­
come the troubles that follow the settleme'lt 
of people on small areas. It must be said 
that those difficulties were not the result of 
anything done bv the Moore Government. 
In all future settlements the Minister should 
recognise the wisdom of making the area 
adequate to enable the settler to obtain a 
livelihood. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [3.56 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Warrego has stated that 
tho great problem confronting land settle­
ment to-day is water conservation. I desire 
to assure the hon. member and all others 
interested that the Government have 
attempted to grapple with that position. I 
have the results of my own observations, 
made during extensive travelling in the 
State. At the commencement of the drought 
menace I and other hon. members made an 
inspection. The problem has caused the 
Government grave concern. We want to 

face it properly. So we have appointed as 
a royal commissioner an officer of the depart­
ment whom we regard as the most suitable 
to ~ake the ,investigation, as a result of 
which we shall have something tangible upon 
which to work. Land Commissioner Leahy 
is a man of very wide experience, and the 
ternrs of reference in the comrnission under 
which he is appointed cover every phase of 
the que,tion. They are the most compre­
hensive of any terms that have been dl'a wn 
up by the Lands Administration Board, the 
members of which thoroug·hly understand 
land settlement. 

The hon. member for W arrego and other 
hon. members advocated the construction of 
a railway from Charleville to Blackall.. A 
strong plea was made gener.ally. for the l;nk­
ing of railway commumcahon m the ~est. 
These mattere, together with the q>testion of 
over-stocking, will be fully dealt with by the 
comrnissioner. rrho Government are not n1 
any way hurrying or harnpo.ring h~s investi­
gations. He is personally mspectmg every 
portion of the State. At mtervals he 
forwards interim reports, and any matters 
that can be attended to immediately are 
prornpt'y dealt wit!!. On the receipt of the 
linal report somethmg defimte and compre­
hensive will be done. 

I arn sorry that o'ving to circun1.stances t~e 
report of the Land Administration Board iS 
not before hon. members. Th1s Is due to 
the reorganisation of the department. 'l'h1s 
year's report co!ltains an ~nnovatl<Jn that 
will be of considerable as1stancc to ho!l. 
members. By a series of graphs tl~ey Will 
be able to ascertain our exact pos1t10n m 
land matters. The drawing and printing of 
these graphs is one of the reasons why the 
report is not before the House. One gra.ph 
will show the number of sheep and cattle 
and stock throughout the State of QWlens­
land. It will be an eye-opener to hon. 
members to see the numbers of sheep and 
cattle that are now depastured throughout 
the State. They will observe that much of 
the talk of the further development o£ pas­
toral lands is idle, inasmuch as it iJo! quite 
evident, even taking into account the results 
of the drought that the pastoral land5 of 
Queensland are' on the point of boi:ig over­
stocked. More especially does this apply 
to sheep land. As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Leahy's report will show that much of the 
loss in cert<Lin areas 'W!as due to oyer­
stocking. I can assure the hon. member for 
Warr.ego that th>;t questio? wil! haye the 
Government's senous consrderatlon. 

\Vo proposed to bring down amendments 
to the land laws this session, but we are 
holding them oyer because we wa:it to 
include the Yarious measures that will be 
found necessary after reading Land Com­
missioner Leahy's report. As the hon. 
member for W arrego points out, over­
stocking does exist. ~tnd the G<Jvernment 
wi 11 ha ye to take some e etps to proYent l ~. 
Some people say, "The pastoralists have 
the land: why can they not do what they 
like?" The land belongs to the people, and 
there is an onus on the Government to see 
that those who are using the national asset 
do so in the proper manner. I oan assure 
the hon. member for Warrego that t.h8 
que~tion of over-stocking will be dealt With 
when we amend the land laws of the State. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : Restrict it. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

yes, but the problem is to devise 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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a reawnablc reetriction. In this investiga­
tion \\.-0 have the opinions of experts, and 
no doubt when we revive the report 
the department will be aLle to lay down 
" limit for stocking. 

The hon. 1ncrnber for \Yarrcgo also spukc 
<~bout company-owned pastures on which 
,con1panios vvould not incur the expense 
necessary to protect stock against disea ,c, 
ar.d allowed water facilities to deteriorate. 
Labour Governments cannot repudiate exist­
ing contracts, and there arc exi'3ting con­
tracb, by which the department is bound. 
\Ve shall attend to that matter when '' e are 
•·onsidering the necessary legislation. 

Quite, recently we tranferrod practically 
-"YCry Crown land ranger in Queenland, the 
idea being to bring about greater efficiency 
in the department. Rangers have been 
allo~n:\J io Imnain in OLC area. foJ" Illallv 
sears, but we have now had a t·;urvcy InadC 
hy the Land Administration Board, and ~~'" 
lm;-e transferred practieallv CVL'rv one. 
Thc:T arc now in positions \\~here tl;cy will 
be of most benefit to the State. Thcec 
ra11gers, and the land cornrr1i:o;sioners nwrJv 
of whmi1 haYo also been transfencd, 'furnish 
month I;· reports. Those reports arc very 
illuminating to the department and w'e 
intend taking action as soon as possible to 
bring a bout certain reforms that they show 
t-o be necessary. 

\Vhen !VIr. 1\IcCormack was Secretary for 
Publlc Lands, the Govermncnt of that tima 
intmduced a pastoral developmental loa,~. 
which, in my opinion, is ono of the bc~t 
mc·thods of controlling the pa.toral lands of 
the State. vVe have found that v.-hore \Yf' 

haYe givcr1 pastoral developmental leases. 
sNting out the terms of development ancl 
condi_tions for presorYing our national as..,et 
-wh1ch at the same time provides greater 
employment- ~he lands ha Ye been properly 
managed. \~,.. ~ contend that Ly prescribing 
proper cond1t10ns for the conservation of 
-~,.yate.r, and ringbarking, and other inlprove­
mont of the land, vve increase its produe­
iJvJty, w1th the result that the pa-;toralist 
IS able to stand up to drought condition, 
and the assets of the State aro preserved. 

Th~ hon. n1en1ber for \Varrcgo has again 
me,tJoned the guestion of Alsatian dogs, a 
m ttler 1nth whJCh he has ab ctys been con­
('emecl. IJ P has VOICed the opinion in this 
(ham l10r for many years tl:~t Alsatians 
2hnuld he dealt with. \Ye haye gone into 
the 111atter and \ve consider that thi-; i~ a 
Commornv••alth rcsponsiLilitv. \\'hat is the 
good _of dealing vvith .t~.Jsai'ians in Queens­
land 1f they are aliowccl in all the other 
States of the Commonwealth. Suppose, for 
argument sake, we sa1d, '' ;\lo Alsatians shall 
be alloy\·ed in Queensland n 't \Yo cannot 
prev-ent the oth<er States from sending Aha­
tJans hero. vVhen the Commonwealth Go­
vernment deal with this matter it will be 
time for this State to giv-o legislati;-e effect 
to what 1s requued. I had a deputation 
fron1 a Graziers' Association fiOillC tilne ao·o 
who nsked me to deal with the Alsatian."' i 
a.skc.d them if it was not a fact that eYerv 
Dtber large dog COllst]tutPcl a niPLHC'e to thc-1;1 
~tnd they_ answered in the affirmative. Then 
why legislate against ono particular breed 
of dog? The Alsatian has certainly been 
gi ,·on a bad name, and. to varv the old 
saying a little, although not its' rneanintr 
"Give a dog a bad name, and it sticli~ 
to him! " Immediately, this is a question 
.for the local authorities in the areas con-
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corned. The Government have given local 
authorities certain powers as district 
improvement boards, including the power to 
deal with vermin and dogs. I have a good 
deal of correspondence regarding the danger 
of dogs in various parts of the West. A 
well-known grazier wrote that it was not 
eo much the Alsatian that was worrying him 
a..- the rnongrel dog. The-;e rnongrel dogs 
had done a considerablP amount of damage 
to this man's sheep and were a dangc>r 
generally in the district. All these things 
can be dealt with by the local authorities. 
Dingoes are causing' a great deal of con­
cern to the Government. The sub-depart­
ment of the Prickl:v-Pear Land Commission, 
v,-hich has not now so much work to clo in 
the eradication of pear because of the good 
\York done by the cactoblastis, has been given 
other \Wrk to perform, and is dealing with 
nu·ious animal and vegetable pests. The 
Governnumt proposed to bring in a Bill this 
session to deal with animal and vegetable 
pests, but here also wc1 are waiting for Com­
missiouer Leahy' s report before taking 
action. Ile has been asked to investigate 
at fir~t-lwnd dingo and anirn::tl and vegetaLle 
]Jl'Sts throughout the areas he tra ver,es. 

The hon. member for Wan·ego spoke about 
the proposal to develop the Northern Terri­
torv by et chartered company. That is a 
Jnatter of Federal concern. 

ThP hon. member for Toowoomba spoke 
of bn·d sanctuaries, particularising Lake 
Clarenrlon, and stressed the nec2ssary of 
protecting our natiYe birds. Thls is not 
onl.v IJCCessary, from the point of view of 
protecting the fauna and flora of the State. 
There is anothPr dangP-r if we do not luok 
after our native birds. l'\ature gave us the 
birds to deal with insect and other pests 
vvhich otherwise might become a serious 
rn0nact~. The problem arises in many parts 
of the State._ In many districts, foreigners 
loll every bn·d they see, not caring what 
it is. In most cases they kill and eat it. 
The re"rlt is that our birds, especially in 
the far l'\ orth and the sugar areas are 
becoming extinct. The Government wish to 
protect Queensbnd's native birds, and I can 
as.-ure the hon. member for Toowoomba 
that the power of the department will be 
exercised to protect our native birds and 
declare bird ,.anctuarics. This action will 
bo taken in conj:mction with the Department 
of Agnculture. \Ve are doing our best to 
enforce the Acts relating to our native birds 
and animals .. Every forest officer, particu­
larly the out-Idc officers, has been appointed 
a ranger under the Animals and Birds Act 
in order that he may he! p to protect our 
natJve bJrds. 

Another n1enace was brought under rny 
notice to-day by the Direct~r of Forests, 
who has just returned from a tour of 
X orthern Queeneland, and sa vs that the 
111i;;;tJctoe is bC'ron1ing a serious Post in forest 
operations in ~\orth Queen"land. 

\t 4.10 p.m., 
The Cn.u-:r r \X rcsun1nd the ehair. 

Tlrc SECRr<;T.\Hv. FOH 1'T_:BU<' LAI\DS: 
fie inforrn('d nlP thnt in the nP rch nf 1n·o­
grf'.-:.~ the nwr npi:ds, v;h~ch hithrrto fpd on 
the n1lstlctoc. hayp b00n dcstr"vC'ri. ;>nd th(' 
GoYern1ne11t ar0 I;ow f::tced ,~."ith a· LO-.s~cler­
ablo cxpn~lc'' in eradicating it. 

:\Ir. :'IIAHER: Is it true that crccodilcs arc 
increasing because the blackfcllows ]Mvo 
ccase.d to cat their eggs? 
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Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That may be so, but I am not dealing with 
that subject ju3t nO\V. For so':r:e t.irnn tl1e 
Government have been co:osidering ;vhat 
departrncnt was the rnost suitable to con{jrol 
national parks, but it has now been decoded 
that they should he placed under the c mtl·ol 
of the Sub-Department cf Fore-try. TI:·cently 
an officer -..vas appo~ntcd to exercise adminis­
tl'ative co11trol over the national park :1 in 
l\iorth Queensland, and it is intended_ to 
appoint a suitable officer to perform , irmlar 
dt,tic' in respect of national parks in 
Southern Queensland. I can assure hon. 
members that close supervision will be exer­
cised over national parks, ,vhich aJ e proving 
such a valuable aRRet to the State. During 
the past few years there has been a hca>·:, 
influx of tourists to see their sccni<> bcantjcs 
aml animal and hird lifo. 

The hon. member for West ilforcton 
referred to the efforts of public-spirited men 
in his electorate to prc·,,crYo the natural 
bE' .. lUties of the forest. I cun assure him that 
the Department of Public Lands is co-operat­
ing with the Department of Agriculture t•.J 
the utmo;:;;t dPgree in furtheriug the inter0..;;ts 
of the Staio by prcSCl'Ying our natural flora 
<lnd fauna. I e-..;:press 1ny appn\·iation of 
tlw actions of people who. w:thout any 
l'l'lnuncrrrtion, have tlf:.;;i-:tcJ in this llirc('tion. 
I congratulate the hon. n1c1nb('r for \\~0st 
:'-Iorctou and the people of h:s dectorate on 
the iutero t t~wy h::t ro Ltke:l in cnck,aYouring 
to preserve the beauty spots; and I pnnniso 
them-and the hon. member for Toowoomha 
-that the Govr•rnrnent will help them in 
eYery possible way. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba even mentiOned that these people 
\;-ere prepared to pay for certain work in 
the pr~sorvation of beauty spots out of their 
own pockets, and I applaud them for their 
action. The Government are prepared at 
all times to make reasonable amounts of 
money available for the preservation of these 
areas. 

I was pleased to hear the hon. member 
for l'ort Curtis refer to the boys engaged in 
forestry activities. Personally, I should like 
t0 arrange to take hon. members to see these 
bm·s at work. Onlv to-dav the Director of 
F~rests-who, as I .. have sa.id, has returned 
from North Queensland-reported to mo 
that he was very pleased indeed with the 
way they were shaping and with the work 
that they were doing. Ho is firmly of the 
opinion that everything that is being done 
in this respect is worth while. ThP boys 
appear to be heart and soul in their work, 
only two out of 100 odd having expre'8ed 
a desire to return home. I hope to be a blo 
to arrange a suitable time when hon. mem­
bers m a v be able to see the bovs at work in 
the areas close to Brisbane. f am1 sati,fied 
that they will approve of what is being done 
by the department, and agree that it is a 
tangible way of "giving the boy a chance." 
The Premier has laid it down that wherever 
p0ssible cadets are to be placed in positions 
in forestry and other land areas. and I am 
pleased to be able to say that the officer in 
charge reports that the boys have lived up 
to our highest expectations. 

The hon. member for Port Curtis and other 
hon. members have referred to the spread 
of the lantana. The Prickly-Pear Land 
Commission, which, I repeat, has not so 
much work to do now as it had in the past 
when the prickly-pear pest was of such vital 
concern to the State, is now devoting its 

attention to the destruction of other vege­
table pests. Before the chairman of the 
Land Administration Board, Mr. Payne, 
'\Vent overseas, he, as chairrnan of the Com­
monwealth Prickly-Pear Board, brought the 
question of the destruction of the lantana 
pest under the notice of that board, and it 
i,; hoped that with the assistance of the 
Secretary for Agriculture a biological agent 
may be discovered to deal as offcctively with 
the lantana as the cactobiastis did with the 
prickly-pear. 

We have imported insects. They have· 
been developed to a certain stage and then 
liberated in country areas infested with the 
lantana. Thev have not done as well as 
they do in Brazil and other places from 
which we ha;-e imported them. vVe hope 
to acclimatise those insects. The Secretary 
for Agriculture is assisting us to do so, and 
we hope in a short space of time to ha vc 
an acclimatised insect that will deal with 
lantana in much the same way as cacto­
blastis did with the prickly-pear. We have' 
been experimenting with flame throwers, 
of which we have had two or three different 
kinds. Various firms are developing them, 
and implements of improved types are now 
rJeing mad•'· One of an improved type> is 
now being tested and issued throughout the 
country. \Vhorever the department can 
induce a local authority to experiment with 
a flame thrower it is lent free of cost, 
together with the oil at cost. The results 
obtained arc very good. 

The hon.. member for Rockhamptou 
praised the department for the work it was 
carrying out. The co-ordination of the 
department and its sub-departments has 
been very successful. The administration of 
the department in this my fourth year as 
adminisb·ator 'is very much easier than 
when I assumed office. I have a very fine 
staff, from the head to the smallest boy ot· 
girl. I pav tribute to them because, as 
the hon. rnember for Rockhampton said, 
their work has been very satisfactory. 

I was also pleased to hear the praise 
bestowed on the special provision made for 
watering stock routes. \Ye haYe begun that 
work. Officers of the depa .. rtment carried 
out a sun·ey of all stock routes, extending 
over several months. We are linking up 
every stock route in Queensland with proper 
and efficient water facilities. The provision 
of these facilities was formerly in the hands 
of the local authorities. We found that 
although one or two local authoritif'·> 
attended to this work exceedingly well, 
principally by making application for sub­
sidy-loans, eight or ten others took no· 
action. As a result there was no co-ordina­
tion. In certain areas there were splendid 
water facilities for both cattle and sheep; 
in other areas there were long dry stages. 
Those dry stages have all been investigated. 
The Irrigation and vVater Supply Sub­
Department furnished a report, with the 
result that the Treasurer has placed £70,000 
on the Estimates this year to provide water 
facilities on them. When I am dealing with 
the Estimates of that sub-department, I 
shall show exactly where we are making 
water facilities on stock routes. 

The hon. member for Rockhampton spoke 
on one of our great problems-that of home 
markets, and the increasing use of primary 
production in developing secondary indus­
tries. vVe do not open up lands in a hap­
hazard fashion. 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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The Premier has laid down a definite ruin 
that r.o land is to be opened to selection 
unless the settler has road access and a 
market for his products, and thus a chance 
.to earn a living. We are carrying out those 
in.~tructions. 

The Government are not idle in this 
matter. \Ve have tried to make the Bureau 
of Industry something worth while. The 
Premier is the chairman, and every head 
official a member of the bureau, and special 
committees are working-and I can assure 
members they are working-every week. One 
.of these special committees has been deal­
ing with the very problem of which the 
hon. member for Rockhampton has spoken. 
The heads of each department co-operate 
with the head of the bureau, and they are 
all doing their best to find some method of 
increasing the use of prin1ary products in 
our secondary industries. \Vhen one con­
siders that the various officers of the Depart­
ments of Public Lands and Agriculture and 
Stock are co-operating with the experts, 
on0 feels confident that we shall get some­
where. A good deal of work has been done 
by the Bureau of Industry, with which I 
think hon. members should be made 
acquainted, although it is impossible to 
report on everything that is going on. The 
problems connected with land development 
and the use of the land for the relief of 
unemployment have been the subject of 
investigation by these sub-committees. The 
.Prernier attends general meetings, when 
the reports from the sub-committees arc 
placed before the full bureau committee, 
and any suggestion he considers practicable 
is adopted by the Government. 

The hon. member for Rockhampton also 
spoke about the difficulties confronting thE' 
producers, and he referred to the Federal 
Government, more particularly in referencP 
to overseas markets and what is called 
restriction of exports. I had the honour of 
attending a conference when Mr. Bruce 
came over from England, and gave an 
account of what \Vas goin§! oD overseas. To 
give him due credit, he told his story very 
well-he d1d not burke the question. At that 
time the Commonwealth Government took 
the stand that no such thing as restriction 
of exports was contemplated, and practi­
callY told the people that Mr. Bruce had no 
authority to say what he did, so far as 
the Fedora! Government were concerned. 
Our l'remier happened to be overse;<s at the 
time, and everybody knoKs how he sprang 
mto the breach, although the full measure 
of what he did for this State and Australia 
generally is not properly recognised. 

Mr. MAXWELL' That is an exaggeration. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It is not an exaggeration. I know what 
happened at this end, and I know what 
happened at the other end. I say the 
prc,ence of our Premier in England at 
that time was vital to Que~ nsland, and 
time will show that it was so. Everyone 
realises that in industry organisation is 
essential. I know a good deal about the 
sugar industry, and I consider that its 
preservation in Queensland is due to its 
intensive organisation. Hon. members oppo~ 
site who know something about that industrv 
must realise the truth of that assertion. 
It is organised from top to bottom; and 
the time will come when all our primary 
industries will have to be organised to the 
same extent. 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

An OPPOSITIO~ MEMBER: We need sym­
pathetic government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS. 
The Statn has the most sympathetic Govern­
rnent it ever had regarding the sugar 
industry. and 1n our Prernier a n1an 
who io recogHised as the world's best 
expert so far as sugar is concerned-the 
sugar organisations themselves pay him 
that tribute. 'l'he sugar organisations, who 
asked the Premier to go overseas, knew 
what they were doing. They are asking 
the Premier to journey overseas again­
they are asking the Federal Government 
to see that he is one of the representatives 
of Australia at the Sugar Conference in 
England early next year. The hon. member 
for Isis will recollect what happened at a 
previous conference when Queensland was 
tJot allowed even a voice. To-day the sugar 
interests haYe requested the Premier of 
Queensland to attend to their interests over­
seas. 

And my remarks are not confined to sugar. 
The hon. member for Rockhampton drew 
attention to a difticultv in connection with 
cotton. At one time" the price of cotton 
was fixed and the growera \Vere sati~liccl. 
Cotton enjoyed a measure of protection. 
The :Federal Government, without consult­
ing the Queensland Govemment-the State 
mainly concerned in cotton growing­
r<'lmoved that protPction. It was a case of 
being thrown to the wolves. The result 
is that the Queensland Government are faced 
with the problem of helping the g-rowers 
in the Upper Burnett and Callide district. 
Hon. members who represent those electo­
l'ates are continually approaching the Govern­
ment with requests that something shall l;e 
done. Had the Commonwealth Govern­
ment done their duty the cotton growers 
would not be in such financial straits. The 
industry was getting on very well.. The 
Queensland Government were gettmg a 
revenue and the producers a fair living. 
The Commonwealth Government caused the 
industry to be scrapped. The same remark 
can be. made of the tobacco industry. In 
company with the hon. member for Cook 
and others, I visited the tobacco-growing 
districts in North Queensland. The finest 
tobacco in the world is grown •at Mareeba. 
But what do we find? The Commonwealth 
Govemment, inctead of doing their duty, 
have thrown that industry also to the wolves. 
A survey of the industry will show that the 
Commonwealth authorities dealt with the 
question from the point of view of over­
production. Th•at was apparently the only 
matter that concerned them. They con­
tended that, as even-body was rushing into 
tobacco-growing, within a year or so there 
would be over-production on a larger scale 
than in the sugar and butter industries. 
·what is the position to-day? There is no 
over-production; in fact. the tobacco-gro-y­
ing industry oc Queensl•and and Auetraha 
has "gone phut." And why? Because of 
the failure of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment to prot<>ct 1t. The whole matter i' 
wrapped up in protection. In Maree~>a can 
be grown the finest p1pe tobacco m the 
world. An ovoneas buyer told me that the 
yellow-leaf that producf>s a highly sought 
after pipe tobacco is grown in Marcel::.n­
that it is what the world is looking for. 
Like• Virginia cigarette toba.cco, it required 
certain climn tic conditions, and these wero 
to bo found at Mareeba. The Common­
wealth Government allowed the Queensland 



Supply. [22 OcTOBER.] Supply. 753 

tobacco inductry to collapse because of the 
fear of over-production. 

The hon. lll(ember for Rockhampton did 
the right thing in drawing pointed atten­
tion to the ma.tter. The Commonwealth 
Government have allowed restrictions to be 
placed on the exportable quota of such 
primary products as arc chiefly produced 
in Queensland~sugar, tobacro, cotton, and 
·so on. The other States are not concerned 
with these indnstrics. If it were wheat that 
was im-olved, it would he a different matter 
altogether. No State in Australia has 
suffered more at the hands of the Common­
wealth Government than has Queensland. 

0PPOSrTIOK MEMBERS: Ko. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
My ditTiculty in administering the Depart­
ment of Public Lands at the present time 
is to induce our settlers to remain on the 
la.nd. The actions of the Commonwealth 
Government do not en a hle them to remain 
there on a rcmurJer•ative basis. If the 
Commonwealth Government adopted 11 policy 
Df assisting the Queensland producers then 
the State would certainly bo in a much 
better position. As regards sugar, what 
did that Government do? Without con­
sulting the Que0nsland Government they 
took away £1,000,000 from our sugar 
industry. vVho cares about the ~d. per lb. 
reduction in the price of sugar? The 
rremier informed the sugar producers they 
were unwise in allowing the ~d. per ll;l. 
reduction in the price of sugar to be made. 
The problem that I have to face to-day is 
to collect the Govermnellt rent for the lands 
that have been leased out to the varwus 
producers of- the Sta-te. 

My job to-day is not ''O much the opening 
of new areas for settlement, as keeping the 
people on the land who are there. I receiv" 
appeals for help from all -classes of primary 
producers in various :parts of the State, so 
that they may remain on thf) lund, be able 
to pay their rontals, and make a decent 
living. Every time we consider a vital 
point, such as the reduction in the price of 
sugar that meant £1,000,000 to that indus­
try, we find that inaction of the Federal 
Government is the cause of the trouble. The 
people of Queensland realise this just as 
much as wo do, and I am plcrLsecl that the 
hon. member for Rockhampton raised the 
question. In the cotton~producing areas, 
where the men now have morc land than 
previously, they are unable to rnako a living, 
and investigation has shown that the Federal 
Government's inaction is the source of all 
the trouble. In every case Qu<'ensland has 
been the "Cinderella." If hon. members 
opposite were to east aside their political 
views and survey the position irnp.artially 
they would find that all our Queensland 
industries are in a very parlous condition as 
a result of the Federal Government's in­
activity. 

The hon. member for Isis said that we 
should do oomothing with regard to land 
rentals. \Vo are opening land to-day at the 
lowest rentals in the history of the State. 
Quite recently we opened the finest dairying 
land in .the world, with an average r<linfall 
nf 60 inches and an average temperature of 
60 degrees-that is, in the Palmerston area­
and those members who know something 
about butter production will realise that with 
such a rainfall and temperature that it is 

possible to dairy all the year round, which 
cannot be done in any other part of the 
world--

Mr. MAHER: What price? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

\Ve have opened them at under 6d. an acre. 
Mr. MAHER : What tenure? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Perpetual lease tenure with a con~ition of 
five years' occupation, and all the t1mbor m 
the area is to be used at the discretion of 
the settler. If he wishes to buv cattle or 
do fencing he may apply the value of the 
timber to that purpose. If that value 1s 
not used on the selection ho must pay 
royulty. As I said beforE', we are opening 
land at the cheapest price in the history of 
Queensland. 

Mr. JVIAHER: What about the pastoralists 
in the \Vest who are faced with drought 
conditions? 

The SECRETARY FOlt !'UBLIC LANDS: 
Pastoral lands are opened under conditions 
laid down by past Governments. Rents of 
pastoml ho !elm gs are reviewed every teu 
years, and those of grazing lands every seven 
years, by the Land Court. That court Is a 
fair tribunal My officials inform me that, 
if anything, the court has acted on the 
generous side in these reviews. Everybody 
must agree that the judges of tht• Land 
Court ure men who know their work. We 
did not appoint all of them. EverybDdy 
realises theirs were not political appoint­
ments. Those men have been appointed 
because of their general knowledge, and the 
Land Court, if anything, is erring on the 
side of the selector. We do not mind that, 
however, because our main job now is to 
keep the men on the land. 

The hon. member for Isis also referred to 
the vexed question of freehold and leasehold 
<1nd the grantmg of option of conversion. 

The Labour Government and the Labour 
Party have definite principles. We believe 
that the land belongs to the people, and it 
shall not be sold. If anyone examines land 
tenures to-da v he will find that the man 
who holds perpetual leaEe is not in any 
worse a position-in fact he is in a better 
position-than the man with freehold. 
Where would we be in Queensland to-day 
if we were like New South Wales and Vic­
toria, where all the land is freehold and has 
passed out of the control of the State 'I The 
onlv rnason the Government are able to g1ve 
reli'ef in Queensland is because the great 
majority of the land is hold by the State. 
Can any hon. member argue that the land 
holders of the other States are getting con­
cessions from the Government that sold thorn 
the land years ago? K o froeholder can 
get concessions. In this State wo arc abce­
and the Leader of the Opposition, when he 
was Premier was able-to give great conces­
sions to people holding pastoral lands and 
people dealing in pastoral ventures because 
the Government had control. That is really 
a chief argument against freehold. 

In these times of depression the Govern­
ment are doing great things. Look at the 
con('C~c~ions rnade by prcvjous Governments­
and continued by this Gm-ernmont-to help 
the vmol inclustrv. How could we have 
granted this acsis'tance had the land been 
freoho'd? \Ve have a complete mandate 
from the people of Queensland regarding 
perpetual leasehold tenure. It is in the 
forefront of Labour's platform and it was 

Hon. P. Pease.} 
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expounded by every hon. member on this 
side of the House who got up on the bust· 
ings and explained Labour's land policy. 
What is the result? Our hug.e majority. 
When we have a policy we put it to the 
people and we do not attempt to side-track 
it. In every part of Queensland where I 
went I spoke on the issue of leasehold tenure 
versus freehold, and I explained how, if the 
tenure was leasehold, we could give the 
leaseholders assistance. What would be the 
good of haYing a land commissioner touring 
the \Vest if all the land \ms held under 
freehold conditions? What would the land­
lord do? \Vould th~ landlord give the occu­
pier of the land anything back? The Govern­
ment are able to give him something back. 
That is the complete answer to the hon. 
member for Isis. \\"<> have a complete man­
date from the people of Queensland for lease­
hold tenure, and I arn satisfwd that it 
is a good thing in the interests of the people. 

Mr. BELL (Stanley) [4.39 p.m.]: The 
Minister made reference to the pastoral 
industry, and I desire to refer particularly 
to tho State and super land tax on 
freehold land. \\·e have to recognise, 
as. the hon. member for Rockhampton 
pomted out, the neccssitJ for a continuity 
uf supplies of primary products, and par­
ticularly of chilled meat. The industry I 
~pe~d.;:: of is a Ycry in1rJortant one, and the 
GoYcrnrnent should realise its in1portance, 
cs]wcially it,, dcYelopmcnt in the coastal areas 
of Queensland. The landholders should be 
relieved of that tax if they are to develop 
that industry to the extent it deserves. On 
the other hand tho Minister referred to the 
het that rm,trictions might be imposed on 
the stocking of the pastoral lands in Queens­
land. I was very sorry to hear him make 
that statement. If the land settlement con­
ditions laid down by the present Government 
are satisfactory there will be no need to 
place those rcsirictions on the pastoral indus­
try. 

During this session I asked the Minister 
what were the arrears of land rentals in the 
pastoral industry up to 30th June, 1935, and 
I received this reply-

" Pastor a 1 holdings 
Prickly-pear leases 
Occupation licenses 
Selection rents ... 

£ s. d. 
11,341 13 2 

957 5 8 
3,975 18 5 

164,404 3 10 

£180,679 1 1 " 

I should like to point out, as I have done 
on previous occasions, that the method 
adopted in arriving at the areas of selec­
tions is fundamentally unsound, and that 
the rental and carrying capacity arc decided 
when '"ool prices are not at a normal level. 
\Yhen wool prices fall, the owner is unable 
to carry a greater number of sheep with 
safety, but as his area is too small he 
endeavours to make a living by taking the 
risk of increasing his flock, with detriment 
to himself and eventually to the industry. 

I should also like to suggest again that 
the method of levying income tax on profit 
received from the sale of a pastoral lease 
after it has been held by one person for 
sevcm years should be the same as that 
adopted in connection with land under free­
hold tenure. I make that suggestion because 
I believe it will be an incentive to the owner 
to conserve the grass on his property, and 
encourage him to improve it and increase 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

its carrying capacity, knowing that he may 
reap the full reward of his labour after seven 
years if he wishes to sell. At the present 
time he is subject to an exorbitant tax and 
there is no encouragement for him to improve 
his property. He must be content with the 
income that he is able to earn during his 
occupancy of the land. 

The Government arc to be congratulated 
on their proposal to improve water facilities 
on stock routes, but-as was pointed out by 
the hon. member for Dalbv-it will also be 
nece,;sary to conserve the gi·ass for travelling 
stock. Much of the benefit that may be 
secured by improved watering facilities may 
be lost unlecs some attempt is made by the 
Go,-crnment to preserve the grass too. 

The pastoral industry has suffered many 
serious setbacks and on practically every 
occasion that it has endeavoured to expand it 
has been called upon to meet a heavy 
expense, in many cases through no fault of 
its own. I refer particularly to the recent 
abattoirs strike. The strike occurred during 
the infancv of the chilled meat trade. The 
meat wor"kers discovered that .a ~.ertain 
amount of money was lying at the cred~t 
of the Meat Industry Board and based thmr 
claim for higher "ages on thi,s fact. Let 
me pass on to the wool industry. Recently 
a small rise occurred in the price of wool. 
A large number of men on the land will 
not benefit from this rise, owing to the 
depletion of their flocks by drought. Yet we 
find the shearers a pp lying to the court for 
hig·hcr rates! Is it wise, every time there 
io an upward trend in prices, even of a 
temporary character, that the employees 
should endeavour to take more OLlt of 
industry than they are entitled to? 

Mr. HILTON: The court will decide that. 
Mr. BELL : That is all very we:!, but the 

Government did not stand up to their obli­
gations in the abattoirs strike. A factor 
that operated to terminate that strike was 
the proof afForded to slaughtcrmen that their 
task was one for experts only was untenable. 
Meat producers and their sons undertook 
the task of slaughtering and demonstrated 
that they were able to place chilled meat 
on the boats to the satisfaction of the 
industry. That fact had the greatest effect 
in terminating the strike. 

I was pleased to hear the hon. member for 
vV arrego and also other hon. members stress­
ing the importance of the construction of 
the Charleville-Biackall railwav. As I have 
stated before, this is a most important rail­
way link, and would serve one of our greatest 
assets. I do not wish to repeat my argu­
ment, but I hope the Minister, in the inter­
ests of his department, the pastoral industry, 
and the interests of Queensland generally 
will help in the furtherance of this project. 

I also sincerely hope that the Minister will 
consider a reduction in rents of pastoral 
leases and grazing selections. It is most 
important that we should conserve the 
interests of these men, so that we may keep 
them on the land. I have shown that they 
have their backs to the wall, and unless 
they receive favourable consideration from 
the Government there is no hope of their 
holding the land to the advantage of the 
State and themselves. 

There is just one other point which I 
wish to allude to-that is the proposal of the 
Government to amend the Income Tax Acts 
to permit pastoralists and selectors to carry 
forward their losses. It is a step in the 
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right direction. I congratulate the Govern­
ment on their intention, but would point out 
that unless this proposal is made retrospec­
tive-like manv other legislative enactments 
of Labour Go"vernments-thc desired effect 
will be lost. That is because the man on 
the land, especially the small selectors, will 
not receiYe the beneflts to which they are 
entitled. If this legislation is not made 
retrospectiYe flnaucial institutions will hesi­
tate to finance these men in future. The 
reason is Yery simple. If they finance them 
and are fortunate in baYing a good year 
the GoYernment ccaim approximately 40 per 
cent. of the profits of that year if provision 
is not tnade for carrying forward of losses 
for the rc>cent disastrous years. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member will not be in order in referring to 
prosJwctive legislation. He will be in order 
only in referrillg to the operations of the 
depanment. 

Mr. BELL: I bow to your ruling, ::\ir. 
Hanson, and \Vill content n1ysclf with saying 
that I hope that when Mr. Leahy's report 
is received it will not be mutilated or 
pigeollholed. Ile is a man of lmowlodgc. 

Mr. FOLK¥ (.fc,nrwnby) [4.50 p.m.]: The 
subjcd of land settlement has been so 
thorougl1h· discmsed that I shall ha,-o difli­
culty in breaking ne\'-> ground. Tl1P ~linis­
ter has replied to many of the que,tions 
hon. n1embers have raised, and has po'utcd 
out the need for attention to rnany rnatte-rs 
that ar.:' of press~ng irnportance ill Queens­
land to-dav. Vrhen Oll8 COlllC~ to CCll~iclcr 
the enorrr;~us ar11ount of rno' C': that hus 
been ~pent by GoYernrncnts in -Queensland 
for thr: f'nrouragen1ent of land seLtlcrncnt, 
and the conce,ssions that have be~n giYen in 
th0 wa 0· of rebates, reduction in capital 
Yaluc,;;.. rt:nt reductions, and extension of 
l0asc~. it i . ..: apparent that CYf'rvihiug is nnt 
a..; it :--hrJn!d be in regard to land setth,rncnt 
in this State. 

The Minister has referred to tho fact that 
an oHic0r of his dcpartnwnt has been 
appointr•d for the purpose of making an 
exter,i,-e ~urvc~r of Queensland \Yith a view 
to reporting to the :V1inist€r on matters 
appe1·taining to land settlernent. '_rho 
department in the past m a de a remarkable 
Il1{'~J of things in a number of its settle­
ment;. I haYe in mind the Callidc Vallt•y 
and l~ppcr Bnrnelt settlement. in the "'rn•y 
of ·which apparenil:v little {'Oll';-i_der:-rtion \Yas 
given to what constituted a liring area, with 
tho result that aft '1' that settlement had 
been in cxi:3tenrc a fe\v vc·1rs a com1nis~icn 
was appointed to investigate complaints be· 
the settll'rs, w!Jich, aftce cvidc ncl', 
repol'tcd that a yery big of the 
settler.s had 100t a snfli,cic•nt aeca of land. 
It is a question whether the mistakes that 
\VPre n1ade in the past arc not being repeated. 
I l1nd n Yi;;;it the oth,.r d'lv frorn .a rnun who 
lc''t dH' Th~~odorr nr0a aft<;_'l' toiling hard for 
t'ight . ;_)1''3, nnd wa<;: ofFt'l'"d a priorit" 1·igl1t 
OYl'r ~~ne of th(; E'lll[''<~lln block~ in the 
CeJJtral-"':orth. Ile inf;;rrued me tlmt after 
!nspr,cting- the block he decidr•d not to take 
it up. breausc he f'O!:~idPr('cl that an.v n1an 
who took it up would r1ecd subsidismg bv 
the GoYernn10nt for at lc-a•·t sc\·en v-ears. I 
arn not Youching for the soundnc.svs of the 
man's opinion; but he pointed ant that the 
land was too rugged, and it would take a 
man scn•n or eight years to develop it to 
a stage of production that would enable 

him to obtain a fair livelihood from dairy­
ing. If that statement is true, it behoves 
the Land Administration Board to adopt a 
different system when areas are being cut up 
for land settlement. Instead of attempting 
to settle as many as possible on a particular 
area. the object of the board should be to 
inve,,tigate the possibilities of the soil and 
fix an area that will cnablo a settler to 
make a living. 

There is no co-operation between depart­
ments. The experts of the Department of 
Ag-riculture are rwt called into consultation 
-at least, I am not aware that that is done. 
There should be a s' stem of conferences 
between the various departments so that no 
factor would be overlooked and the mistakes 
of the past would not recur. I have in mind 
tlw Up]Wr Burnett s<'ttlcmcnt. A confer-
ence vvas arranged bet\vcen various 
officers of the difFerent dcpctrlments. They 
recommended that cheap tanks and rlams be 
provided on that settlement to obviate the 
necessity of ~i11king c~pe11siYo bol'e~. Yet 
nohvithstanding those rccomn1cndations th~~ 
officers of the Department of Public Lands 
psta blishcd an Irrigation and \Vater Supp]:­
Departrnent. That no-w dcpartnrcnt PX}landcd 
to such an extent that rnanv settlers on that 
seUlempnt were actu«lh- hl;,fl'erl bv the field 
officers and decided aga'inst sinking" their own 
clams or tanks. Thoy were forced to acce,pt 
the bore•, put down bv the department. J\ly 
rea:--on for raising this matter is interwoven 
with the appointment of Mr. Lcahy. There 
should be consultation and co-operation with 
the Department of Agriculture. J\lr. Leahy 
rnay have a fair .amount of experience in 
the \Vest and in the coastal areas. but from 
the scientific point of view I question 
whether that gentleman has the slightest 
knowl0dg(' regarding the improving of our 
pasturage resourres. Certainiy he may haYl~ 
some general ideas es to what should be 
done: on the other lJFtnd. be ruav Dot 11aYP 
the slif[htest kucwlcdge. Th2 Department 
of Agriculture has rPccntly ap;loini('d 11n 

officer t-o investigate this que<=1tion. :\ Slltn 

of mouey has been special!: aliOTt ,cl for 
that purpose. That department n ,tiiscs thot 
O\ving to ovcrfl.tork1ng in the past our 
pastoral rOSOUrCPS ha VC hPCll dop'etcd 'UJC] 

dc~ir __ -, to find \nl,y:;; and means of restoring 
them. There i~ a ncccssitv for the nffic:>rs 
of the t\yo dt'J1artnH'nb to \York 1n ro-ol)r·rct­
tion jnstcaci of <--ich adopting t}l(' attitude 
that thev and thcv ol'ono arP ~011\''rsant 
with lon(l ~eJtlPnlent problPrn'i. Tt i;:; 1.vrong 
that that should be tho altitude of offirns 
of the Sta•C', but such is the case. The 
result of efforts at land scttlt•ment in the 
naH is pr00£ of 111:'\' contention. 

1\unu:-rous mistakes haYe boPlJ mado by 
past Land AJrninistrat)on 13oan1:-> flnll. in 
fact. ilw pr sPnt board. T rlonht "hf'iho;· 
the atten1pt bejng made to oxtend cperation;-; 
in thP Theoclorc l:l nrl , 0tth'mc·nt ~.:'}H'111P he• ~ 
r•eccivf'd the cardul considn,tion that it 
,,~FIJTants in thr~ lnatt"'r of grr;nHn: ~l1ffi­
ciont areas to c:1ablo sdtlers to meet exist­
inr concljtions. This npplif'" rnorp narticn-
1nr1v to the "'rea at sonH' di"tfJ11('P frnrn th0 
l"fl ihnlY. lYJ r. Lcahv is r'onfront d with 
lll:lflV. fljffi{'ultiC9, considf'ring be i'< lJcillf-: 
c.allcd upon to investigate the:; proh1crns of 
:'! 1 th0 dic:trif't;:; of Oue"n." 1 anC!. From roin­
plaint~ and r,;ports that have been n1ndc to 
m<' since I haYe represented the C·rllide 
area I am sun' JVIr. Leahc- could be profit­
ablv engag:ed in that district for at least 
tweh·e months. 

Mr. Po!ey.] 
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There IS room for special investigation 
into the reason why the smaller selectors 
and farmers are £160,000 in arrears with 
their rents, while the bigger pastoralists and 
graziers are in arrears to the extent of only 
about £18,000 or £19,000. I realise th>at 
the main reason is the enormous fall in the 
market price of their products, but coupled 
with that is the fad that many of them 
are unaqle to adopt modern methods owing 
to the small areas they hold-they must con­
tinue along the old rut, which is now univer­
sally recognised >as being out of date. 

Notwithstanding the fact that mistakes 
ha vc been made, the present Minister has 
done much to overcome that trouble in 
giving the bigger area to which I have 
referred. vVhen selections have been for­
feited, the Minister has im.tructed that 
wherever possible the land shall be allotted 
to ·a selector w·ho has what is considered to 
be less than the living area for that district. 
The result is that these smaller men ha,ve 
a greater scope for their operations and 
more chance of making a reasonable living. 

The :Minister has also done much tow>ards 
rectifying the terrible bungle committed by 
the Irrigation and \Vater Supply Depart­
ment. Apparently there was no watch 
clog therl'. Even the Land Administration 
Board did not know what was happening 
until this cmnmi"sion was appointed. The 
rcsult was thqt £16,000 had to be written 
off b0cause the commission realised that it 
,,-as impossible for those selectors to bear 
the cost of installing a big water facility and 
that an mdinary dam costing about £100 
or £200 would have been sufficient to meet 
all requirements. 

I raise these points in an endeavour to 
impress upon the Minister the necessity of 
-'arcful inquiry into all factors in future 
land settlement and administra.tion. \Vhilo 
it rna,;· be possible to farm all the vear 
round in some of the areas now being settled, 
further co-operation is necessary between 
the Department of Public Lands and other 
(;overnment departments. Marketing diffi­
<'ulties, low price levels. possibilities of the 
soil and protection against forcing a selector 
to over-stock are all factors that need to be 
considereu. 

In reference to the difficulties to be faced 
by the selector in scrub areas, I think the 
Minister could take into consideration the 
need for recommending to the Government 
free rental over the pioneering stage. He 
mentioned in his reply that the Government 
were opening land at the cheapest rate in 
the world. He said it was 6d. an acre for 
some of the good land in the North. I 
desire to point out to the Minister that the 
s"!octor verv often is not able to use the 
whole of his area immediately he goes on 
to It. It takes years and vcars-sometimes 
ten or twelve years-of pioneering work 
before he is in a position to sav he can use 
it all. Th0 result of this is ., that in the 
initial stages he is pa.ving the full rental for 
the whole of his land ; and that to a certain 
extent in some settlements I know of, has 
been reBponsible for crippling him. With 
the fi_rst reve~se he gets he is put back years. 
Particularly IS this the case in the irrirration 
areas. We find instance• of men s;ttling 
on areas that are too small and using the 
land for two or three years continuously in 
the production of cotton or some other 
single crop. with the result that the land 
becomes sick and the selector cannot allow 

[Mt>_ Foley. 

a portion of it to lie fallow or put it under 
manures, which is necessary. He has to 
keep on working and put up with poor 
results, and when the first reverse comes in 
the shape of a bad crop he has no margin 
to work on and therefore cannot meet his 
commitments. That is a difficulty that arises 
in many areas. For that reason I suggest 
that where there is hard pioneering work 
such as the clearing of scrub to be contended 
with, land should be free of rental for at 
least a frw years. I have come to that con­
clusion as a result of realising what many 
men in my district have had to go through. 
After ten or twelve years they have not 
even had a decent cottage to live in ! They 
owe huge debts to the Government, as the 
result of a few rm-ersals. If consideration 
in this respect had been given to selectors, 
arrears of dues to the Crown would not 
have accrued as they have done to-day. 

I commend these suggestions to the Minis­
ter for his consideration. 

Mr. DANIEL (Keppel) [5.9 p.m.]: I lis­
toned with great interest to the speech 
delivered by the Minister this afternoon. It 
is very grat-ifying indeed to hear him say 
lhat he has appointed a commission to go 
into the matter of the conservation of water 
in the West-on roads where cattle and 
sheep travel. He said that the sum of 
£70,000 had been allotted for this purpose, 
but I think it would have been better if 
the sum was £1,000,000. If £1,000,000 was 
spent every year in the West, for the pur­
pose of conserving water, it would be a pro­
ductive proposition. Last year £4,000.000 
was obtained from the back of the sheep 
that was not obtained the year before. If 
improved water facilities wer" provided. 
there would probably be no need to travel 
stock in manv eases. I mentioned a few 
days ago. in another debate, that a friend 
of mine had informed me that there was an 
abundance of grass on many areas in the 
West but no water supply and the sheep had 
to be shifted. The Government should con­
sider an expenditure not of £70,000 but of 
£1,000,000 per annum for the next ten years 
on the improvement of water facilities on 
stock routes. This proposal is a reproduc­
tive, one, it will give work for thousands of 
men, and will return the outlay to the 
Government. 

I hope that the Government will soon 
introduce a Bill to allow primary producers 
to a Ye rage their losses over a pAriod of 
five years for income tax purposes. I know 
that I shall be out of order if I pursue that 
subject any further. 

I agree with the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Normanby that new settlers 
should be exempt from the payment of rent 
for some years. I have advocated that 
from my place in this Chamber time and 
time again during the past six yearR. The 
new settler is entitled to every consideration 
from the Government. He is the man who 
ploughs the furrow and helps to sustain the 
people in the cities, and I hope that the 
Minister will give favourable consideration 
to the suggestion. 

The hon. gentleman intimated that the 
Government were making land available for 
settlement at a rental as low as 6d. an acre. 
It is a great pity that they do not investigate 
the conditions of settlers who are paying 25s. 
an acre. I know people paying 25s. an acre 
who are unable to provide suitable drinking 
water for stock on their properties. M any 
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wells have been put down, but in all cases 
the results have been brine or brackish 
water. I know that in some cases the 
Government have extended assistance to these 
settlers and it is absurd to charge 25s. an 
acre f~r land especially when the tenants 
are unable to provide suitable drinking 
water for their stock. 

When Sir Robert Philp was Premier of 
Queensland, land was opened for selection 
in my district at 2s. 6d. an acre, and although 
I cannot claim that the people who took 
up those areas are well-to-do to-day, I do 
know that they have made reasonable pro· 
gress. The Moore Government also made 
land available at the same figure. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: What type of land? 

Mr. DANIEL: It was prickly-pear land, 
but it was cleared largely at the expense of 
the Government. I ask the Minister to 
give consideration to those areas on which 
25s. per acre is now being charged. 

Mr. HILTON: Are you arguing against 
freehold? 

Mr. DANIEL: It all depends on whether 
it is a large area in the West or a small 
area in our closely settled districts. I do 
not believe in alienating large areas of 
this State. 

As the population of our cities and towns 
increases, so the demand for public reserves 
increases. It is only right that the pubhc 
should have these breathing places. Y ep· 
poon a seaside resort in my electorate, has 
not 'one yard of public reserve. If the 
people were not able to forgather on the 
sandy beaches it would be a very congested 
area. In 1931 I suggested to the Secretary 
for Public Lands that the reserves in No. 3 
division of the shire of Livingstone should 
be sold and the money allocated to the 
purchase of a private property in Y eppoon 
to be used as a reserve for public purposes. 
The Minister agreed to the proposal, the 
areas were surveyed, and everything was 
in order for their sale. Unfortunately 
we were defeated in 1932, and the present 
Minister refused to entertain the proposal. 
I ask the Minister to reconsider his decision 
because every city or town has a right to 
recreation grounds. 

I believe that local authorities should be 
vested with the administration of the land~ 
in their areas. It is almost impossible for 
the department to control efficiently land 
situated, say, in the area of the hon. mem· 
ber for Cairns. I do not sugge"t that the 
department should be abolished, simply 
that the Government should vest in local 
authorities for administrative purposes tho 
land in their areas, permitting them to 
retain a certain amount of the revenue 
received for developmenetal purposes. 
Greater justice would be done to these areas 
than at present. I am not belittling the 
work of the department. In fact, I con· 
gratulate the Mmister on certain phases of 
his policy. I recognise that without proper 
administration no department can be sue· 
cessfully administered, and I believe in 
giving credit where credit is due. I havll 
placed many proposals before the depart­
ment, which has viewed them in the proper 
light. The Minister is therefore to be 
commended for giving that service to the 
electors that they deserve. I never bring 
a request before the Minister or an Under 
Secretary unless I am firmly convinced of 

its merits, and would grant it myself. Then 
I expect him to grant it. 

The Bajool irrigation scheme has been 
a source of annoyance for the last five years. 
I received a letter this afternoon inform­
ing me the Sub-Department of Irrigation and 
Water Supply is sending one of its officers 
out to deal with the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: "When 
was that scheme put into operation? 

Mr. DANIEL: During the time the Moore 
Government were in power. I was the father 
of that scheme. Great difficulty is experi­
enced because of the nature of the soil, which 
contracts and expands very . quickly, and 
breaks the corners of the pipes. In my 
opinion galvanised iron pipes are the only 
one' that will be found suitable in that 
country. 

The Minister stated the Department would 
supply a flame thrower to destroy lantana 
and the oil for fuel. What will the depart­
ment charge the councils for these things? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : There 
is no charge for the thrower or the oil. 

Mr. DANIEL : The use of these throwers 
will be of great benefit to many councils. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: The 
offer is not for an indefinite period. You 
need to get in quick and lively. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [5.24 p.m.]: 
I desire to bring under the notice of the 
Minister a matter of considerable import­
ance to the residents of the further south 
side of Brisbane, that is, the acquisition of 
the Colrnslie river beach. It is the only 
natural beach on the Brisbane River, but, 
unfortunately, with the exception of a, small 
area. the land has been allowed to pass into 
the hands of private individuals. On Sun. 
da v afternoons and holidays it is not an 
uncommon sight to see as many as 700 to 
1,000 people-men, women, and children­
on that beach, and on Sunday afternoons 
one may see 300 to 400 young people enjoy. 
ing themselves in health giving recreation. 
It is a very popular rendezvous for those 
people who follow skiff racing and other 
sailing. 

The Secretary for Public Lands is sym· 
pathetic to the acquisition of this property 
as a public reserve. The Lord Mayor of 
Brisbane, Alderman J ones, is also in accord 
with the proposal. Both gentlemen have 
done whatever has been asked of them by 
either myself, Alderman McAuliffe, or the 
Colmslie Beach organisation, composed of 
residents of Murarrie, Cannon Hill, and 
Morningside. Unfortunately, the Quaran­
tine Station, the property of the Common­
wealth Government, is located on the river 
in the vicinity of the beach, and in order 
to make a proper public reserve the land 
owned by the Commonwealth Government 
would have to be acquired. I understand 
that the Secretary for Public Lands has 
put to the Commonwealth Government a 
generous proposal as a basis for negotiation, 
but that the Commonwealth Government 
have adopted an entirely unreasonable atti­
tude. They not only ask for a substantial 
sum of money for the ground but also 
demand that the Queensland Government 
shall be responsible for the transfer of the 
quarantine buildings to Lytton and their 
re-erection at that site, or, alternatively, 
adequate compensation for the construction 
of new quarantine buildings at Lytton. 

Mr. W. J. Cople~.J 
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There can be no doubt that Colmslie is 
an unsuitable site fOl' a. quarantine station. 
The Commonwealth authorities should realise 
that fa.ct. A quarantine ,tation should never 
have been built in such a localitv. The 
Minister for Health in the Commonwealth 
Government should realise that he has come 
responsibilities. Both the State Government 
.and the council of the city of Brisbane have 
admitted that some rc,ponsibility devolves 
,on them. I sincerely trust that the Mini,. 
ter will continue negotiations with the Com­
monwealth Minister for Health and that 
the latter will recognise the tremendous 
value to the people of the Greater Brisbane 
area of the acquisition of Colmslie, and 
that any obstaclf·3 that ma.y bo raised will 
not prove to be insuperable. As a matter 
of fact. a.t the present time the Queensland 
Government and the council of the citv of 
Brisbane have an opportunity of secu.ring 
a very important block of land at Coln"lie, 
adjacent to the area I have been discussing. 
This opportunity may not occur again. and 
steps should be taken to purchase it for 
the citizens of Brisbane. 

At 5.30 p.m., 
Mr. O'KEEFE (eairns), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

i\1r. TAYLOR (l,'nor;o· ra): Th0 Secretary 
for Public Lands a.nd his officer, are 
tu be congratulated on the excellent work 
aCf''nlp1islH•d during thP pa~t yPar. But 
fo1· the efficient "1\ork of the department 
the task of settling Queens1and would be 
considerably more difflcult. The directions 
of the Minhtcr and their efficient fulfilment 
by his officers have borne fruit. It is to 
be hoped that Queensland will see a con­
tinuance during the coming twelve months 
of the policy that has been carried out over 
the past two years. 

The question of droughts considerably 
affects the revenue of the department and 
the reycnue of both State and Common· 
wc,tlth. It thPrcfore behoves the Govern­
nwut <u!d the pastoralist~ to consider very 
carefully the happenings of the past decade. 
\Vhen price>\ fm· primary products on the 
local r~nd ovcrso0_s markot arc rising, it is 
easy for a paotoralist to forget that there 
eycr '\vas a drought. But the n1ain problem 
confronting us to~dav is the question \Vhother 
our lands arc being~ dc•nurlcd of the gra~sos 
that have been thP mainstav of the country 
for a centurv. Some thi1:tv vcars a "'O I 
madP a trip from Menindie ~n 'the Da~ling 
River to the Balonne countrv in Ouccnsland. 
As that trip 'vas made with p; .. ,k horses, 
I harl a very fair opportunity of noticing 
the countr,· through which I passed. I par­
t,icularly noticed that the Mitchell grass 
1n what is known a~ the corner of ~ew 
South ""ales, round Mount VYoocls, Mount 
Poole. :\lount Sturt and other stations 
adjnining· the Quccnf'land border was more 
proli Gc than it was on tho no;thern side 
of the f<>ncc, thll Adelaide gate. and the 
south Conlono.&dn Station. The reason 
seemed to be the~t !he Queensland stations 
were allrnYecl to carry more stock than the 
stations on the Now South \Vales side of 
the bordeL It ',\as really a question of 
whether the continual eating out of the 
1\Titchell and other gras,,e, reduced the 
quanti,ty '?f natural seed that w·as necessary 
to mamtam tho c lands in a condition suit­
able to carry a certain number of stock. If 
we have a drought in the country away 

[.Mr. W. J. Copley. 

from the natural watercourses such as the 
\Varrego or Balonno Rivers, the grass does 
not last out the period between rainy 
seasons. I recolloet being on the Albumarle 
Station on the Darling River in 1907 ,,-hen 
a drought occurred in the back crmntr;;- and 
the owners were able to shift every hoof on 
to the Darling River frontage, maintain the 
stock there until shearing time, and turn 
them on to the same pastures after shearing. 
The reason was that they did not allow 
them to oat out the frontages. At the time, 
they had water and feed in the back coun· 
try. Then again, they were able, in con­
junction with the New South \Vales Govern­
ment, to put down a series of box tanks 
that wen' f\umed to stop them from 
silting up. And when ono comes to consider 
it, a tank of 60,000 or 80.000 yards would 
probably carry 10,000 or 12.000 sheep over a 
period of two year··. Ono can understand 
that a t-tation thus equipped could with­
stand a drought running into ten or twelve 
months. There is no doubt that the back 
country in Queensland, if properly handled, 
offers just as g·ood an inducement, to the 
stockowner as various areas of land in the 
other States. 

The preponderance of stock in those years 
in Queensland was due to the very good 
climatic conditions that had preceded the 
1902 drought and the two or three good 
vears which follmYed. Losses due to the last 
drought will seriously deplete the stocks 
of the pastoralists for some years to come 
and we can safely say that there will be no 
question of over-stocking for some time. By 
the combined efforts of the pastoralists and 
the Government water conservation systems 
might be established away from the river 
frontage', where stock could be kept unt1! 
such time as it was necessary to shift them 
to the ri Yer frontage blocks in the worst 
times. Thus th" necessity for a huge trans­
portation of stock from one district to 
another by rail might be obYiated. That 
question in itself offers a problem to which 
the pastoralids and the Government might 
ycry well giYe serious consideration. 

I know that the depletion of the VYcstd·n 
!ai:d of sheep is duo to t\cO or three factors. 
Cattle haYe to a gTeat e'<tc11t taken th'' 
place cf shoejl. Holdings that previously 
ran 250.000 sheep are nm,. running 60,000 M 

70.01<0 cattle. That is the case in ·the south­
eastern portion of the State. Thirty ye::trs 
ago. on :\Iilo station. uver 250.000 slwep­
eYen 300,000-were shorn :;·early. On the 

an t to-day not 180,000 shQep arc being 
'l'hnt tc sJ,o,. thd there an' 

t>vo or tht'eC' n1ilit:1Ji1:g aga1Hst thP 
suC:f'C':-s of the pastoralists of the far \Yr ,t 
in the r.trugg-le vvjth drourht:-;. I kn( \\' jlC'l'­

focih well that there is no opporl1tr;;tv for 
watCr conscrvat1on on river" like tl-w \Yar­
n:go and thP Balonno-iH faet. anv of the 
riYers in the south-·we:-:t.ern port1nn of QuP<:'L3-
lam\. Thev flow too slowh h '' .,,h out the 
silt. Th<•rc· i, plcJCty of ;n,wr in them at 
the time of the wet s< '1son-probcb]v mmc 
·water than one vvould in1agine. I rcm(~rnhPr 
,')ecing thf' \Y a rn'go ont~idc of Cha r1eYi1lc 
oYer 2 n1il0B \Yide. S:--~n10 of t1lC~ ln .. l'J:C'J' }JOlc' 
in that river have not been kno\;Il to be 
drv. A w.atr-r con~cr,-nfon ~rhf'mc \Yould be 
no·:,~ibln in Quecr·"1and if the rivers of the 
Si 1to c·>ulcl hc mod for tlw purpo,c. Tlwrc 
can bP no question of consrrvnt.ion of river 
\Vater in the drier areas; it might be better 
to go in for a ~:Tst0m of tanks. which were 
usod on the old stock routes thirty, forty, 
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and fifty years ago. That is one of the 
safest means of solving the problem of a 
\Yater supply in a time of drought. 

I "hould like to congratulate the Minister 
ou had.ng given some attention to the 
sdtlement of lands in the northern coastal 
belt. These lands are now coming into 
their own 'as dairying districts and Clump 
Point, Eungella, and the Palmerston areas 
may ....-·ith confidence be recommended to 
prospecti vo settlers. The problem to be 
tackled by any Government is that of secm·­
ing land of the right type for suitable 
settlers and making it available in rea.son­
ablo Jiying ·areas. The question of reason­
able living areas has not received sufficient 
consideration from Go ,·ornments in the past. 
Soldier settlements were made n.vailable in 
arPas far too small, and in a number of 
cases the s~ame rnistake was repeated in 
making pastoral areas aYailable for closPJ' 
settlement. Tho new settlers soon discoYered 
that the areas wore too small to permit 
them to make a !iYing, and they wore com­
pelled to come to the Government for relief. 
In many instances the kttter had to group 
t\lo or three contiguous blocks to enable 
ono man to en.rn a reasonable living. I 
spent a considerable portion of my boyhood 
dn.ys in the wc,tern districts of ::'\ew South 
\Vales, and I know th'at after the leases of 
some of the pastoral properties expired­
including Albumarle, Cuthero, Polio, ,\Ha­
branch, and N etlcy-land was subdivided 
into areas of 20,000, 30,000, and 40,000 acres 
according to type and the amount of salt­
bush unci scrnb that it carried. In some 
cases the land w.as sufficient to narry 2,000. 
3,000, 5.000. and even 10,000 sheep. A 
reasonable living can be made from 5,000 
sheep. The GoYornment of Queensland will 
have to give very serious consideration to 
the areas that arc to be made avail,able for 
closer settlement in the future. \Vc cannot 
afford to repeat the mistake made in con­
nection with soldier settlements, which 
cost the country £2,000,000. The' money was 
absolutely wasted. 

I do not wish to deal at length with the 
question of forestry, because there is a 
separate vote for that sub-department, but 
I c·ongratulate the Minister on his foresight 
in connection with reafforcstation. He has 
been careful to create sufficient timber 
rccervos to cater for the future timber needs 
of the people. 

Mr. H. H. COLLI:',TS (Cook) [5.44 p.m.]: 
I offer the Minister my congratulations on 
the sympathetic way he has administer<>d 
his department. People on the land through­
out Queensland who haYe approached the 
Minister with their difficulties haye received 
every consideration and, in rnanv cases, a 
rneasnro of rf'lioL I haYe no d('Sire to givt> 
special attention to any department. but as 
a man from the land I naturallv come more 
in contact with the staff of this department 
than of others. I haYe alwavs received the 
utrnost attPntion and courte;:,y- in my busine~~ 
with the department-s. In addition to con· 
g-ratulating the Minister on his administra­
t-ion, I congratulate him upon his staff, for 
they are of great assistance to him in the 
discharge of his onerous duties. 

This department is one of the most 
important that come under our purview. It 
has a bearing on the welfare of this State, 
whose importance cannot be oYer-estimated, 
for all our wealth comes from the land. 
Hon. members opposite have criticised the 

land policy of the Government-wrongly. 
Leasehold is the only tenure that is con­
sistent with our policy, which hn.s the well­
being of the ~ornmunity at heart. 

l'v1r. GODFREY MORGA:-;: Is your farm free 
hold or leasehold ? 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: Freehold. 
l'v1r. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Like every one of 

yout· party! 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: ::\ot necessarily. l 
shall deal with that point at a later stage. 
Land does not belong to a particular section 
of the people or to a particular generation 
Therefore it is the dutv of the Government 
to protect, not the present gencr"tion alone, 
hut also future generations. Land ;-alucs 
do not sta1'd still, because they arc dirPctl_v 
idlucnced by the value of the product. 
grovvn. These valur..J change fron1 time to 
Lime. For instance, sc:n1e land rnay have 
verv little Yalu0 at the prPscnt time, becausE< 
we know of no useful crop it will grow, bu1 
who can sav that in fifteen vears' time or 
less a crop ,;f Yalue will not b~ grown on it~ 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAK: WiU the fltrmcr 
not be responsible for that? 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: Not the fanner 
necessarily; it may be the scientist, or plant 
breeder-these people an' continually evolv­
ing new crops. It is the Go1·ernment's duty 
to protect the public estate, for it i·' an 
e~tato worth protecting. It is for the rca~ons 
I indicated that the Government from time 
to time find it necessary to revalue land. 
\t all tirnes the Goycrnrncnt arn rccogni.-;ed 

as a sympathetic landlord. The wester.1 
pa'-ltoral leases n fford a striking oxarnple ill 
that re· pect. The Go;-ernment have afforde-d 
pastoral lessee~ drought relief where ncccs­
sarv. If that land were freehold its owners 
cm{ld not obtain droug·ht relief. Many pa ,­
loral le ·secs are unable to meet their obli­
gations to the Crown because they purchased 
their properties when the vn.lue of their 
product was high and later that value fell. 
That is a verv serious factor in the exchange 
c£ land from' one person to another. 

There arc manv hon. members in this 
Committee, and 'many people who have 
gone on the land who have not a proper 
view of land settlement. My idea of settling 
people on the land is to· enable them to 
make a liYing from working the land. I 
yenture to sav that more money has been 
made bv people selling the land than by 
people working it, and that practice is 
wrong in principle. Labour has done a 
great deal to make it more profitable to 
work the land, and it is desirable that more 
consideration should be given to that aspect 
of the matter. The working of the land 
should he made a profitable 0ccupation, but 
in most instances the people derived most 
profit from the land when they sold it. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA'l: After thirty years' 
work on it. 

Mr. H. H. COLLI:'\S: If thev had bcm1 
working the land for thirty years on profit. 
able values they would not have been look 
ing for the profit to be derived from selling 
it. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: The profit they 
derived from selling it was the only nest 
egg they had after thirty years of hard 
work. 

Mr. H. H. COLLI;'>JS: I do not say they 
are not entitled to something: they are 
entitled to a profit out of working the land 

Mr. H. H. C'ollins.] 
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That is the principle that governs Labour's 
land settlement policy. Very often the 
value of land is increased owing to its 
transfer from the classification of country 
land to that of town and city land. A city 
is created a-., a result of the building of 
roads, railways and harbour facilities, and 
the increase in land values as a result of 
that community effort should belong to the 
people generally and not to some fortunate 
person who secured it on a freehold basis 
before the city was built. The land on 
which the city of Brisbane was built was 
one time classed as country land, and I 
do not think any hon. member in this 
Committee will argue that the tremendous 
increase in the value of that land-which is 
due to community effort-should belong to 
some person who was fortunate enough to 
obtain freehold rights to it some fifty or 
sixty years ago. The system of leasehold 
preserves the right to the land for future 
generations, and that is a right to which 
they are entitled. 

In 1929 the Opposition Party promis8d 
that if returned to power they would give 
the returned soldier settlers on the Atherton 
Tableland the right to convert their hold­
ings into freehold, and only three out of 
ninety settlers took advantage of that offer, 
and those three were sorry for it. Those 
settlers recognised they were on a better 
footing under the leasehold system. 

The pastoral holdings in the western 
portion of the State afford one of the best 
examples of the advantage of the leasehold 
principle. The hon. member for Dalby 
would not suggest that those pastoral leases 
should be convertible to freehold. 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: I am against free­
hold for pastoral holdings. 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: The same prin­
ciple applies to the smaller areas. The fact 
that those leasehold rentals can bo varied 
from time to time as the land increases in 
value indicates that leasehold is the correct 
policy for any Government to pursue. 

'l'he Secretary for Public Lands has intro­
duced a scheme whereby suitable roads are 
built to areas before they arc taken up by 
settlers. That is a very commendable 
system, and one that was long overdue. 

Hon. members know of many settlers who 
have had to transport their produce and 
necessities over roads well nigh impassable 
for vehicular traffic. Settlers are opening· 
up new avenues of wealth for the State, and 
they should not be asked to undergo 
unnecessary hardships. The Minister in his 
wisdom has done much to alleviate the dis­
tressing hardships that beset manv of our 
older primary producers. • 

The hon. gentleman is to be commendcd 
for opening up a passage over the tahle­
lande, of Korth Queensland, from Hughendcn 
to Cairns. This will give our \Vestern 
settlers access to the better climatic con­
ditions prevailing on the tablelands, and 
the opportunity of enjoying the advantages 
of sea bathing on the coast. In n ddition, 
the Western .people will be able to obtain 
SU[7plies of fresh fruit, vegetables, milk, 
and many other necessary m·tieles of diet 
previously denied to them. The lack of the 
necOBsary quantity of these commodities has 
been a handicap in the rearing of children 
in the Western parts of the State. The high­
way will also prove a veritable boon in the 
traru;portation of fodder to starving stock 

[llfr. H. H. Collins. 

in the \Vestcrn countrv. It is work such as 
this that demonstrates· the national outlook 
of the present head of the Department of 
Public Lands, and I am sure hon. members 
fully appreciate the very valuable work he 
is doing. When new lands are to be thrown 
oprm for settlement a very great responsi­
bilitv rests on the Government to see that 
the ·areas allotted to the settlers are suf­
ficient to enable them to make a livelihood. 
The Government invito people to invest 
their money in settlement. This invitation 
implie" that the project is sound, and in 
order that the new settlers shall be pro­
tected and the public estate also, the Govern­
ment should make certain that the project 
is a payable one. The Government should 
be ,prepared to back up their invitation by 
financial assistance from the Agricultural 
Bank to a greater extent than has been 
the case in the past. If the project is con­
sidered a sound investment for the moHey 
of indiYiduals, it should also be a sound 
one for that of the Government. 

Mr. MooRE: The settlers will have to be 
picked. 

Mr. H. H. COLLI"'S: It may be neces· 
sary to pick them to a certain extent. 
Public money is expended in the con­
struction of roads, railways and harbours, 
all for the purpose of developing the land, 
and all this work would be futile if people 
who could make the best use of the land 
were not allowed to settle on it. There should 
be some grading of settlers, and I am sure 
that the Minister in his wisdom has done 
so where the occasion has demanded it. 

At 7 p.m., 
The CHAIRiliAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: The ever-recur­
ring problem of drought must be faced in 
a very determined manner. Drought is one 
of the difficulties with which the pastoralist 
has had to contend ever since Queensland 
has been a State. It is no use saying, 
"Leave it to this" and " Leave it to that, 
the problem will be solved." So far it has 
not been solved, and it never will be solved 
until definite action is taken. This is a 
problem that cries aloud for solution. The 
fact that a problem is difficult to solve is 
no reason ,,-hv a solution should not be 
sought. I am very pleased that the Minister 
is making full investigation into this matter 
because a solution of this difficu:ty will 
greatly increase our wool output and, to a 
certain extent, our cattle production. 

The maize industry will also benefit in 
certa,in cases. I bPiie.-e that maize could 
be economically and profitably used in the 
pastoral industry. The main consideration 
is that the people coneerned as buyers should 
be able to purchase their maize at a reason­
able price, and one at whieh the producer 
can afford to sell. ~\n intnlligont system 
bringing the pastoral industry into close 
contact with that of the farmer will assist 
both the WPstern people and the maize 
growers. Qucemlancl is more suited to the 
growing of maize than any other State in 
the Commonwealth, but we are producing 
only very small quantities because of the 
difficulty of finding a market for it over 
a period of years. It is possible to double 
our maize production in Queensland, and at 
the same time, render very great service 
to the wGotern sheep industry. 
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I am not satidicd that the possibilities of 
irtigation in the western country huve been 
fully investigated. It may he that the 
possibilities are not great, but a.t the same 
time I believe thP Government could well 
spend money on a very exhaustive inquiry 
to see what can be done for the conservation 
of water in the pastoral districts so that 
lucerne and other crops of value to our 
sheep in times of drought may be grown. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Can you gro\~ 
maize by irrigation? 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: Yes. 
Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: I thought maize 

needed rain on the top at certain periods? 

Mr. H. H. COLLINS: You could irrigate 
the ground and I think the other would bo 
all right. Possibly some of the sorghums 
could be grown more easily than maize in 
the drier western areas. In anv system of 
fodder conservation for the "purpose of 
saving the pastoral industry, it is better 
to grow the bulky products in the country 
where the stock are roared. bee a use of the 
high cost of transport. Maize, being more 
highly concentrated, can be, and is, trans­
ported much more cheaply. 

I am very pleased to know that the Minis­
ter is having investigation made into the 
possibilities of irrigating our Northern 
tobacco lands. It has been proved that the 
Mareeba. district is capable of growing the 
best tobacco in Australia, but the difficulty 
we have to overcome is the uncertain rainy 
sea.son. Rain comes, but not at regular 
interva.ls. Irrigation to enable growers to 
establish their crops in the field would aid 
tremendously in overcoming many of the 
problems of the industrv. I am satisfied 
that it will yet become "one of very great 
importance to the State and profitable to 
the growers in it. Up to the present time 
they have had a very bad time. 

I hope that t'he Federal Government will 
give the industry the consideration it war­
rants. We have proved that we ca.n grow 
in this countrv tobacco suita.ble to the 
smoker's palatE': During the period of s:rm­
pathctic administra.tion by the Scu.llin 
Government, the tobacco crop increased from 
400,000 lb. a. year to something over 
12,000.000 lb., all of which went into con­
sumption. \Vith the return of the Lyons 
Government and the imposition of adverse 
duties, that production has fallen back till 
last year it was only a little over 1.000,000 
lb. The Federa.l Government have not given 
the indu•try the support to which it is 
entitled, particularly when one considers 
that the Federal Government take over 
£7,000,000 a. year out of the tobacco indus­
try. 

The tobacco-grower has. had much to learn, 
a.nd he ha" not been gmded as fully as ho 
might by the experts. No doubt they have 
given va.luable assistance, but, like everv­
body else in a new industry, have a good 
deal to learn. 

The grower, in ma.ny instances, after 
having inve•ted his money, has found that 
he has bought land entirely unsuitable for 
the production of the best leaf. That should 
have been foreseen, a.nd great care should 
have been exercised in opening la.nd for 
tobacco growing. Mistakes occur from time 
to time, and they cannot alwa.vs be avoided. 
Tremendous pressure was brought to bear 

on the Government at the time to open up 
this land. In many cases growers were 
put in an unfortuna.te position. The best 
thing to do is to try to see what can be 
done by irrigation in that country, which 
has proved itself to be most successful for 
tobacco growing. I have no fear that many 
of the growers who have had a. very lean 
time in the tobacco industry will even­
tually be rewarded and tha.t the industry 
will come into its own. 

Reforestation is one of the things that 
have claimed the attention of the Govern­
ment. I would urge the necessity of inquir­
ing into every phase of the possibilities 
of our great Northern scrubs with a. view 
to seeing if some better use cannot be made 
of them than by destroying them to make the 
land available for other purposes. I believe 
tha.t those scrubs have possibilities that we 
do not realise at the present time. I do 
not propose that we should lock up the la.nd 
and lea.ve it idle. My idea is that an 
exhaustive inquiry should be made into the 
possibility of making paper from those 
scrubs, by which a. greater amount of labour 
would be employed than by merely destroy­
ing them to ma.ke the land available for 
other uses. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time a.llowed him 
under the Sta.nding Orders. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [7.9 
p.m.]: The hon. member who has just 
resumed his seat is a practical farmer and 
he has introduced the evergreen topic of 
freehold versus perpetual leasehold. I sup­
pose that we shall have conflicting views on 
this subject for many years to come. It is 
purely a. matter of opinion. The hon. mem­
ber for Cook should know that agriculturists 
generally are confronted with a. difficult 
economi( task. Unlike the men in most 
other industries, they have no control over 
the prices of their productB and are 
at the mercy of the markets. When 
prices are good a reasonable living may be 
made, but, unfortunately, farmers usually 
show a loss. Very few people would be 
induced to settle on the land if the oppor­
tunities for profit were the only attraction. 
They would prefer to remain in the city to 
enter the Government service or to engage 
in some other profitable occupation. The 
important inducement held out to prospec­
tive land settlers is the opportunity to make 
their land freehold under certain ,;onditions 
laid down by the Government in power. It 
is true that the Governments of_ Queensland 
have, generally speaking, deemed it unwise 
to make la.rge pastoral holdings a.vailableo 
with freehold tenures, but they ma.de free­
hold land available in agricultural districts. 
They realised that it would be in the 
undoubted interests of future generations not 
to alienate large aggregations of pastoral 
properties. I have had a lifelong experi­
ence on the land, not only in Queensland but 
also in Victoria, whence I ca.me, and if I 
had not had the opportunity to secure land 
in this State on a freehold basis I should 
not have ta.ken it up. I came to this State 
with my wife and children in a group of 
fourteen settlers. We had a. certain amount 
of capital and we all settled in the distdct 
where I live. Wo do not regret for a. 
moment that we left Victoria. to settle in 
this State, but if we had not been allowed 
to take up freehold land there would ha.ve 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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been the same difficulty in promoting land 
settlement as there is to-day. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: You all made good in 
Queensland. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We did, and 
we have no regrets about our coming. Many 
thousands of settlers also came from New 
Zealand to take advantage of land that was 
available on a freehold tenure. They settled 
in Queenslnd first under the Kidston regime, 
then the Philp regime, and later under the 
Denham Government. So attractive were 
the land settlement conditions that were 
offered by those Governments that thousands 
of people flocked to this State, and they 
have done their share in developing it. 'l'hat 
cannot be denied. 'Wherever one goes in any 
part of Queensland one will find Southerners 
and people from overseas who have done 
their share to develop this country and are 
new excellent Queenslanders. Generally 
speaking, they are satisfied with their lot, 
but always remember that they would not 
have been attracted to this country if it had 
not been for i.he fact that land was ma-de 
available on freehold conditions. 

Mr. H. H. CoLLINS: Would not an 
increased profit have offered a greater 
inducement? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : It 1s all very 
well to speak like that. 

Mr. JESSON: What about the sugar indus­
try? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The sugar 
industry is an exception. The hon. member 
knows what they have to contend with. The 
sugar industry nestles in the lap of the 
politician. 

Mr. JESSON: You know nothing about 
sugar. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I know this 
much about it: that the moment the 
Southern politicians' decide not to renew the 
present Sugar Agreement the retail price of 
sugar will be reduced by ld. a lb. The sugar 
industrv will then be on the same basis 
as any- other primary producing industry. 
\V c all know the agitation that is continually 
arising in Victoria against the renewal of 
the Sugar Agreement, and the hon. member 
must not overlook the possibility that some 
day there may be a party in the Common­
wealth Parliament sufficiently strong to pre­
vent it. The sugar industry then will not 
be in its present flouri,hing condition. 

The hon. member for Cook and myself own 
our own properties. The owner of a free­
hold property works and develops it with 
the idea of doing the best with it. If one 
worked a perpetual leasehold property one 
would naturally feel that it was not his 
property and instead of putting profits back 
into the land and thus developing it he 
would put them away as a nest egg_. The 
hon. member for Cook says that the land 
belongs to the people, and that none should 
have been alienate-d. My point is if one 
improves perpetual leasehold land he is 
improving somebody else's property. The 
unfortunate result then is that instead of 
the savings being replaced in the property 
they are put into the bank or used to pur­
chase an additional property. I always put 
some of the money I make from my property 
back into it instead of in the bank. I realise 
that by expending these savings in ring­
barking, water conservation, fencing, and 
other improvements I am increasing its 

[ 111 r. 111 organ. 

carrying rapacity. I improve my property 
with the idea that some day I shall be able 
to sell it at an appreciated price. l\ly 
property was worth about £1,000 when I 
selected it and after I have worked it for 
twentv-five years its Yalue is £10,000. I claim 
that "the ~onev invested in it has been 
responsible for growing two blades of gras;; 
where onlv one previously grew, and, there­
fore I ar'n entitled to that money and no 
one' should prevent me from having it. A 
leasehold property is a different proposition 
altogether. I observe from experience m 
travelling through the ,State-and the hon. 
member for Cook has no doubt had the same 
experience-that the man on a freehold 
property has a better homestead and better 
improyements, and that the property 1tself 
is kept in better order and cond1t10n than a 
similar property held under perpetual lease­
hold. It is a more progre"ive property in 
every way. 

Whenever I come to a place and I observe 
that the gates are good, the wire in the 
fences is well strained, and the buildings 
are in a goo.d state of repair, I come to the 
conclusion that that property is freehold; 
and when I come to a property that has a 
barbed wire gate and the fences and build­
ings are in a state of disrepair I have no 
hesitation in saying that it is leo.sehold. 
If the hon. member for Normanby leased 

a property at a certan rental and a panel 
fell off the front fence, would he get a na1l 
and hammer and put it on again'( Or if the 
house fell into a state of disrepair would he 
repair it? No, ho would rely on the landlord 
to do that. He would say to himself, " I am 
paying a rental." If a man improve~ a place 
for which he is pa:7ing a rental he may be 
forced to vacate it at any time. The lease­
he'd svstem will not work, human nature 
being "what it is. A man who owns his 
own property has some incentive to improve 
it he takes a pride in it. The freehold 
s~stem tends to make a better citizen 
b"ecause it encourages the owner of land to 
improve his property when he has money to 
spare, "ith the result that more employment 
is given and the State benefits. 

It is all verv well to be wedded to a 
principle. It is" all very well for Karl Marx 
and the Labour Part,- to say, "The land 
belongs to the people and no individual has 
a right to own it." That does not work 
out in practice. If the hon. member for 
Cook spent his time on a leasehold property 
he would probably discover that after all 
his vears of labour the only wealth he had 
was" the leasehold value of his property. 

The :Nloorc Government told the people 
that thov would allow them to convert their 
holdings" to freehold, with the result that 
practically all of the peop:e holding land 
under the leasehold svstem com-ertcd it to 
freehold, and there vvere only one or two 
instances where people reconverted to lease­
hold. The present Gm·ernment may be in 
power for four, five, ten, or twenty years, 
but there will be a change some day, and 
when that change takes place the new 
Government will give tho.--e people who are 
now compelled to take up land under the 
leasehold system the opportunity of con­
verting it to freehold, and I venture to say 
that 90 per cent. of them will avail them­
selves of that opportunity. 

In New Zealand at ono time they had per­
petual leasehold, but the Gm-crmnent allowed 
a conversion to freehold, the rcosult being 
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that now the majority of holdings arc free­
hold. 

During the Labour regime the number of 
perpetual leaseholds wi:J accumulate, hut 
immediately on a change of Government that 
tenure will be converted to freehold. In a 
great number of instances the only induce· 
ment to settlers to remain on their holdings 
is the fact that in a period of years the 
value of the land will increase. A property 
worth £1,000 to-day may, after a lifetime, 
be worth £10,000. It is not the amount that 
the settler obtains yearly from his land 
but the anticipated accumulation of wealth 
that causes him to retain it. A property 
increAtsed in value from £1,000 to £10.000 
in three or four decades will be the result of 
a lifetime of labour for a farmer. his wife, 
and several children. -

The Land Act passed by the Moore Govern­
ment has been responsible for the appreciable 
increase in land sctt:ement that has taken 
place during the last three years. That Act 
was the best of its kind ever passed by any 
State in the Commonwealth. The proof of 
this is that the present Government have 
not seen fit to make any amendment with 
one exception-the making of po1:petual 
leasehold compulsory, as against optional 
perpetual leasehold or freehold. During the 
administration of the Moore Government it 
was left to the discretion of the selector to 
take up land on either of the,e tenures and 
the number of applications for fre~hold 
proved that leasehold was not popular with 
settlers. Tho present Government made per· 
petual leasehold a compulsory conditi,on, 
and selectors accepted that form of tenure 
knowing that some day there would be ~ 
change of Gm-ernment, and their tenure 
could be changed to that of freehold. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: It is hardly correct to say 
that. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: A number of 
people sought my advice before sending in 
app:ications for perpetual leasehold land. 
I ach-iscd them to make application, and on 
a change of Government they could con· 
vert to the freehold tenure. That was quite 
a l0gitimate thing to do. There is no elec­
torate where more settlement has taken 
place than that I represent in this Chamber. 
That remark applies more particularly to 
my former electorate, ::\Iurilla, where owing 
to the destruction of prickly-pear, va~t areas 
are now a.-adable for sheep and cattle. 
'The hon. member for Enoggera was of the 
opinion that pastorali~ts were n:&lectjng 
sheep and going in for cattle ra1smg. I 
find that tho opposite is the case in mv 
district, where there is a change over frorr1 
cattle to sheep. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: ·what about the Burnett 1 
At one time that was all under sheep. 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: The Burnett 
district at one time was devoted to wool 
growing. but at the present time dairving 
is chiefly occupying the attention of· the 
settlers. There is a difference between 
dairying country and cattle country. The 
hon. member for Enoggera was referring to 
beef cattle grazing. In mv district the 
settlers are going in for wool growing, and 
in my opinion they arc- wise. vVool pro­
duction has increased enormous:y in recent 
years. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Because a lot of the prickly­
pear land is now available for sheep. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: That is so, 
but the increase in wool production will be 
reflected in decreased cattle production. 

I cannot understand why the Secretary 
for Public Lands has such a love for the 
Alsatian dog. The Speaker of this Assembly 
and other Government members represent­
mg sheep areas are definitely in favour of 
banishing it from those districts. I cannot 
uncherstand why the members of the Govern. 
ment Party are not sufficiently strong to 
compel the Minister to introduce a Bill 
authorising local authorities to prohibit its 
introduction into sheep areas. I have no 
objection to the citizens of Brisbane keeping 
wolves in their back yards if they so desire, 
but I do object to the wolf beincr allowed 
in the count1·y to cross with the clingo and 
produce a brood that is' intelligent, strong, 
and capable of causing enormous damage 
to stork. These dogs rna.y kill a. thousand 
sheep in one night. Although it is the 
individual owner that may lose, the problem 
is a national one, because the dogs are 
destroying one of the sources of the State's 
revenue. 'l'he Alsatian dog is shrewd and 
cunning and when it cros,es with the dingo 
a much more vicious, intelligent and 
dangerous breed than the ordinary dingo 
is produced. The New South \Vales Govern­
ment ha ,-e pnssed an Act authorising local 
authorities to prohibit the introduction of 
the Alsatian into sheep areas, and we should 
do the same_ 

The Minister suggested that the problem 
was one for the Commonwealth. Dingoes 
are not found all over ~\ustralia. I doubt 
whether thev exist in Victoria. There the 
Alsatians cross with the ordinary town dog. 
These cross breeds go out from the towns 
an-cl destroy the sheep, but the owner in 
thnt State has a remedv. He takes the law 
into his own hands ~nd distributes haits 
ronnel the town. The sad part a bout thnt 
is that although he destroys the killer, t~e 
wl'll-kcpt innocent dogs suffer also. It rs 
only right that the Minister should recon­
sider this matter and give the local authori­
ties in Queensland the same power as they 
have in J'\ ew South \Vales. This is not a 
CommonweaJth matter. The Government 
i1ave taken steps to rcmcrly the nuisance in 
1\'<•w South \Yales, and what does it matter 
whether there a.ro Alsatian dogs in Victoria 
or not? 

The \'I-IAIRi\IAN: Order! The hon_ m''m. 
bor has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orclecs. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (rairns) [7.36 p_rn_j: 1 think 
the hon. nwmber for D:tlbv reallv mark out 
a case for perpe.tual leU:sehold: which is 
the• Labour Party's poliey. vYe had three 
vcars of the ::Yioore GoYf~rnlnc-nt, 1vhcn a 
~hanQ'e was made frorn the poJicy that the 
L<bour GO\-ernment had carried out for so 
manv vears. and vcrv fe''-'' people on the 
A theft~,, Tableland took advantage of tho 
offer of freehold. It was pointed out by the 
hon. member for Cook that in that portion 
of the State onlv abont two or three returned 
soldiers took a;lvantagc of the change In 
the 1929 election campaign, when I was 
representing Chillagoe, I remember the 
~ationalist Party organiser, 1\Ir_ J. 
i\fc Donald, making a g-reat mouthful about 
Labour's policy and Pndravouring to get the 
votes of sold'cr settlers bv offering th0m a 
rhangc of tenure bv a rhang-c of GovPrn­
ment-which did take place-vet whilst he 
was acll·ccoting that system I had " letter 

Mr. O'Keefe.] 
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from that gentleman asking me to get the 
Agricultural Bank to purchase land under 
freehold so that it might be made available 
to him on perpetual leasehold tenure. That 
goes to show that even the Nationalist Party 
agree that Labour's policy is the bc·st. 

'fhe hon. member for Dalby argues that 
if a person has a perpetual lea·-ehold he will 
neglect his land-allow the fences to go to 
ruin and the gates of the homestead to fall 
to pieces. That is not so. I say under that 
tenure the more a man works his farm or 
selection, whichever it may be, the better 
the price he is likely to get when selling it. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : He cannot pay 
his rent. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: That applies when the 
public purse is used to improve the sur­
roundings of his property. If a railway is 
constructed through his property, it is 
improved, and he must be prepared to meet 
the Government's demand for a higher 
rental. He knows that when he rents the 
property from the Government. As a matter 
of fact, the statements made by tho hon. 
member who has just resumed his seat are 
altogether false, as applied to the people 
who leave the country and go to live in the 
cities. The Minister in charge of the depart­
ment will point out that in most cases in 
the north-western portion of the State, when 
land is offered under our tenure, there are 
hundreds of applicants for one of perhaps 
forty or fifty blocks. That goes to show 
that the people are prepared to accept 
Labour's policy, which, to my mind, is right. 
It protects the unfortunate chap who gets 
into financial difficulties through no fault of 
his own from being fleeced by those people 
who come to his help by giving him a few 
pounds and are only too ready to grab his 
possessions from him. That state of affairs 
does not apply only to the small man. It 
was done in the past by banking and finan­
cial institutions with cattle stations, as is 
well known to every member in this Cham­
ber. I congratulate the Minister on the 
wonderful results he has achieved since he 
has been in charge of the department. I 
am confident that he will continue to give 
excC>llent serYice. 

I hold the view that we should make the 
maximum area available for settlement, but 
I should also like to see a sum of money 
appropriated to assist the existing settlers 
who are endeavouring to carry on in the far­
Western portions of the State in defiance 
of the ravages of drought. The Government 
are to be commended for their proposal to 
provide water facilities on stock routes. I 
know from experience that water is of the 
utmost importance to travelling stock, especi­
ally over long stages. There are times when 
stock routes carry a reasonable body of feed, 
but because of the scarcity of water it 'rs 
impossible to drove sheep and cattle. The 
proposal by the Government will assist sheep 
and cattle owners to a very material extent. 
If stock routes are in close proximity to 
railwaY lines and water is available but 
natura·! feed is scarce, fodder can be con­
veyed by the railway to certain points where 
the "heep may be watered and fed perhaps 
whi!P rP'ting for a couple of days. I have 
no doubt that the proposal by the Govern­
ment will be specially welcomed by owners 
who travel their stock long distances. 

I should like to refer again to the neces­
sity for constructing a railway link from 
Charleville to Blackall. The construction of 
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this line would give the greatest measure 
of help to stockowners and afford a wonder­
ful opportunity to provide work for our 
unemployed. It would give a good return 
to the Government and a'"ist stockowners 
very considerably during periods of drought. 
I do not think that the Government could 
possibly make a mistake by the construction 
of this line. The report of the Royal Com­
mission on Public W arks, which inquired 
into the construction of this line in 1920, 
is very interesting, and I urge hon. members 
to read it. Nearly every witness who gave 
evidence before the commis ion fift.,cn vears 
ago contended that 10,000 to 30,000 · and 
40,000 acres of land would be required in the 
neighbourhood of the line to enable a land­
owner to make a reasonable living. No 
doubt hon. members know that a smaller 
area of well-grassed and well-watered land 
is required to make a living than of land of 
inferior quality. When I read the report 
of the roval commission it occurred to me 
that a considerable change has taken place 
since that time. Practically every experi­
enced landholder will contend to-day that 
60,000 acres are required to make a living 
from sheep raising in the area. The 
Government would be well advised to hold a 
further inquiry into the matter and to 
ascertain the value of the land. They would 
do a good service to the State, provide 
undoubted assistance to the people already 
on the land, and save on an average at 
least £1,000,000 worth of sheep every year. 

On the Address in Reply I pointed out 
that in a major drought, which occurs once 
in every five vears, sheep approximating 
£6,000,000 in value perished. Therefore, if 
the Government by the construction of this 
railway connection could save a national 
asset of the value of £1,000,000 in a year 
they would be making a wise investment. 

On behalf of the people in the far North 
and myself, I thank the Minister for the 
good work he has done in the past and is 
doing at the present time. The policy of 
reduced rcntals, especially in respect of new 
land, has met with warm approval. New 
settlers appear to be well satisfied with their 
c.onditions. I hope that land that will be 
opened for selection in the future will be 
offered at rates that will enable intending 
selectors to make a comfortable living. 

A week or two ago I had the pleasure 
of accompanying the Minister for Transport, 
the hon. member for Isis, and several of my 
own colleagues to the Bundaberg district. 
The Minister received a number of deputa­
tions, one of which urged the construction 
of a small length of railway to give trans­
port facilities to settlers. Statements were 
made that forced me to the conclusion that 
the suggestion was well worth investigating. 
I understand, as the hon. member for Nor­
manby states, that _it is the practice of the 
Department of Agnculturo and the Depart­
of Public Lands to co-operate in matters of 
common policy. 'fhey should co-operate in 
reference to this request. I was surpnsed 
to hear one member of the deputation inform 
the Minister that he had cleared £400 in 
six months from a omall area on which he 
grew sugar-cane and cotton, and did a little 
dairying. He also made the further state­
ment that he expected to make a similar 
amount in the ensuing six months. If those 
results are possible from a farm situated 
some miles away from a railway they would 
be enhanced if this settler and others in the 
district had railway communication. There 



Supply, [22 OcTOBER.] Supply. 765 

are great opportunities for people to settle 
on the land and make good like this settler. 
I understand that the Minister recently 
paid a visit to this centre, and I hope that 
he will confer with the Minister for Trans­
port. 

It affords me pleasure to know that the 
Minister has done such good work in his 
department. I hope he will continue to 
give his good services to the State and that 
the results will be even greater than those 
he has achieved in the past. I am quite 
satisfied that when the hon. gentleman gets 
a proper insight into the conditions of the 
selectors in the far-western and ccntral­
we,tern districts he will do something for 
the sheep industry along the lines I have 
indicated. 

. Mr. DRAND (Jsis) [7.50 p.m.]: I was 
mterested to hear the Mmister give as the 
reason for the perpetual leasehold svstem 
that under it the Crown could give 'relief 
to settlers during difficult periods. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
was ono reason. 

Mr. DRAND: I thought the hon. gentle­
man said that was the main reason. This 
is the first time a La-bour member or a 
Labour Minister has stated that as a reason. 
I thought the reason why Labour adopted 
the perpetual leasehold system was. that the 
State might secure an annual rental from 
the land and, as it increased !n v;alue, greater 
revenue by the reappraisemcnts. The 
Oppo3ition have always recognised the merits 
of the freeh_old system ~ecause they realise 
that It pronde, a greater incentive for the 
settler and enables him to make a better 
livelihood. During the Moore regime, 1,847 
settlers who held l•and under the perpetual 
leasehold system availed themselves of the 
opportunity of converting it into freehold 
tenure-which indicates the popularitv of 
the freehold system-and thus benefite-d to 
the extent of £375,645; and only 8 out of 
882 converted freehold tenures to perpetual 
leasehold tenures, and in those cases the land 
in question was not suited to agricultural 
purposes and the settlers .desired to benefit 
from the immediate cheaper rental. People 
engaged in agricultural pursuits regard free­
hold tenure as the most advantageous for 
them. \Ve recognise that leasehold is the 
?etter form of tenure for the pastoral 
mdustry, and during the time the Moore 
Government were in office they recognised 
that. fact; but as far as the farming com­
mumty Is concerned the freeho 1d system is 
more suitable. 

A Gm-ERNMENT MniBER: Why is the 
perpetual leasehold svstem better for the 
pastoralist? • 

Mr. DRAND: He ulitises a much larger 
area than the agricultural farmer and 
under a gra.zing lease has the right to con­
vert a certa.in area to a secure tenure on 
the completion of his lease. 

The Moore Government gave great assist­
ance to the pastoral and grazing farmers 
of this State. During their period of office 
it was recognised the land laws were the 
bc,t that Queensland ha.d experienced. I 
am pleased to know that the Minister is 
continuing the system of relief in operation 
from 1929 to 1932, which was v•astly different 
from the policy of previous Governments, 
who extracted as much as possible from the 
producer5. Again in this session of Parlia-

ment we urge that the Government will 
recognise the rights of the people engaged 
on the land and give to them the tenure 
that they consider will not only give the 
hest service to the State, but also afford 
them the best chance of earning a live! ihood. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUDLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [7.55 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Stanley questioned the 
wisdom of the suggestion made from this 
side of the Chamber regarding an investit;a­
tion of the necessity to restrict the stocking 
of pastoral areas. The Government purpose 
investigating that prcb!cm. The hon. mem­
ber is wrong in his statement that such a 
restricticn would be against the interests of 
the man on the land, particularly the pas­
toralist. In many instances people have to 
bn protected from themselves, and I am 
quite satisfied, as a result of the last drought. 
that any •,ettlor who carri~s more stock than 
his land really should carry is doing an 
injury to himself. 

The hon. member also spoke of selection 
rents as being based on unsound valuations. 
Hon. members have listened to an interest­
ing discussion of freehold tenure as against 
leasehold tenure; but it would be interest­
ing to ascertain exactly on what those who 
advocate freehold tenure woul-d base their 
valuations. The owner of freehold land sells 
it at the highest price obtainable, and not 
on the capacity of the land to produce. If 
the whole of the land in Queensland were 
held on freehold, where could the hon. mem­
ber for Stanley obtain any basis for the 
valuation of new land? The basis should be 
a fair valuation and not a speculative valua­
tion. The basis should be the productive 
capacity of the land. The value adopted by 
the Government. is the result of the recom­
mendation of their officers, whose duty it is 
to take a basis that will enable men going 
on the land a chance of earning a living. 
The hon. member advocates the freehold 
tenure, and then complains of the valuation 
of selection rentals ma-de by a Government 
that stands for leasehold tenure. He is really 
destroying his own argument. Where would 
the people on the land be to-day were it not 
for the selection renta]s. based on fair valua­
tion and not on speculative valuation? An 
inspection and comparison of the freehold 
land of Queensland to-day with a-djoining 
leaseholds will prove that the freoholder is 
paying perhaps ten times more for his lan-d 
than his neigh hours on leasehold land. 

The Labour Government can extend con­
sideration to the men on the land b.ecausP. 
of our admitted policy of leasehold tenure. 
The hon. member for Isis crossed swords 
with me for stating that it was on account 
of leasehold tenure that the Government 
were able to do something for the men on 
the land. We always endeavour to do some­
thing for the primary producers. A Labour 
GovBrnment will alwavs do more for the 
man on the land than any other administra­
tion. No Government can do more for him 
than a Labour Government with a policy of 
perpetual lease tenure. We realise that the 
primary pro-ducers arc the backbone of the 
State, and it is not our desire to have that 
backbone rednced to jelly. More to-day 
than at any other time does the man on the 
land realise what has been done for him by 
the Labour Government in Queensland. He 
realises that all the help and attention given 
hy the Labour Government is the msult of 
our land ten~re system. Freeholders are 
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c?nstantly coming to the departrneiCt com­
pHmnng. It was only to-day that a lady 
came to me complaining that she had paid 
an exorbitant price for her freehold land. 
The lady who made a demonstration in the 
galler:; by chaining lwrself to the back of 
the se:rt held her land on a freehold and rcot 
a perpetual leasehold ten urc'. T refer to the 
fri<•nrl of the hon. member foe Cooroora. 
That ladv came to Queensland and paid an 
excessive ·price for !t-ee hold land. The result 
was that we had that demonstration from 
her in the gallery. Had she held the land 
011 perpetual leasehold as advocated bv a 
Labour Government there would have been 
no nece--~sity for her to 1nake snch an exhibi­
tion. Thoro is a very good illusnat'on of 
our point. Had that lady waited and not paid 
an exorbitant price to some land speculator, 
::;he would nnt be in the po~i.tion in which 
she finds herself to -day. We stand for giving 
the people on the land a fair deal. The 
speculator would not care if that lady pai cl 
£10 000 for the land. He is only concerned 
wit!; how much he can get. There is another 
instance where these victjrr1s beco1nc a 
burden on the State. After that lady had 
inveeted all her capital on this land, she had 
to go to the Agricultural Bank for assist­
ance before she could develop the land. She 
was not able to keep up her payments, and 
then the trouble started. 

The hon. member for Stanley spoke about 
the land tax. Although that tax is called 
a land tax it is adrninisterPd hv the Trea­
surer's department, and ~o T c~imot discuss 
it IlO\V. 

Tho hon. member knows a good deal about 
the pastoral industry, and I was vcr;; 
pleased to hear him comnwnding the Govern­
ment for making provision for the ccnscn-a­
tion of vi· a tcr on stock routes. \Y c aro doing 
good for the people who are trying to make 
a living in iho pastoral area. l \Ya:-; a1so 
pleased to heal" him say that another prob­
lem on stock routes is the con \eryation of 
grass. Stock routes to-day are controlled 
by local authoritib, acting as . District 
Improvement Boards. cach controlhng that 
portion of the stock route that runs through 
its area. It is its dutv to oc' that water 
and grass arc conscrYcd aloDg Uwt portion 
of the route, and authority is vested in it 
to levy on the stockholders in their district 
for anv co't incurred. Certain of those local 
author'~tics arP not discharging thPir duties 
as district improvemPnt boards, and the Bill 
to come before the Chamber will empow<'r 
the Governnwnt to tako control of such 
areas. I can assure the hclll. nwmbu- for 
Stanley and other members in this Com­
mittee that we will doal with the qupstion 
of conserving v.;atcr and gras;; along these 
route-;. 

The hon. member also stated that indus­
trial conditions affected the man on th~ 
land. He said that when the indu--triad 
\VOrkPrs sPe that the primar-r lH'odnc 'l' is 
getting a high pr;ee for his products they 
go to the court and obtain more wage" The 
bon. member for Dalbv pointed out that th0 
Government had nothing whatever to do 
-with the 'vagcs of thf~ workers: that that 
was a matter for the Industrial Court. I 
agree with him there. This i., purely a 
question for the court. The Industrial Court 
is there to investigate the position, and we 
trust it. \V e do not hobble it, nor do \VO 
hamstring or ringba.rk it. The sug~cstion 
that industrial conditions affect the man on 
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the land cannot hold water, because each 
side has the right to put a case to th court. 

He also spoke about tho Charlcvillc­
Blackall railwa,-. Manv members on both 
sides of the Committee" have spokPn a lout 
that railwa v as a m cans of assisting the 
pastoralist and the men on tho land in 
those areas in times of drought. There is 
no \7 ote on the Esti1natr--'" this ~,,ear for new 
railwavs but that matter ,\·ill also be 
arnong~~t' tho~o invest!gnt(;d_ by .the connn•s­
sioner 'vho IS now utquutng Into drought 
conditions. 

vYe have been asked bv manv hon. mem­
bers to consider a rcdncti~-m of ~·enta ls. Tho 
renta1s of land under Yarlo't!:J H•nul'f'S have 
been fixed under statute. Tht•rP is a statu­
ton authoritv for each kind of ]tine! tenure, 
aud the conditions cannot be altered. E\·cry­
one n?alises that we cannot var.~ rentah \Yith 
yariation in conditions. All 11ast G ovcrn­
n:;_cnts have fixed land tc-11urcs on ce-rtain 
lines and reappraised rents at cert"~'in tirnc-s. 
The legislation passed by the Government 
last year enables any settler who 1s two 
\cars or n1ore in arrears to put a case to 
the Government and haYe all cond1tions, 
including the rent, inve~tigatcd. 

1 \vould ask all hon. members; what, after 
all does the rent matter? Except in big 
pa~toral properties the rent is only a flea­
bite. The other day a gentleman from 
another State with his two sons on the land 
in Queens.]and came along to me to con­
solidate his selections. He wanted to pro­
vide for the future of his two boys. The 
land was valued at a certain price, and the 
rental was so much a year. The Land 
Administration Board went into the matter, 
and was quite prepared to do _what this 
man required. It was a good thmg to see 
a man from another State bnngmg Ills bovs 
to Queensland to earn their living from the 
land. \Ye like to have men like that coming 
here. The board pointed out that the rent 
of the area wa.c' smal', and if he \Vantcd 
certain conditions he would have to agree· 
to the rent's being increased. 'They doubled 
the rent on the property, and he sard, 
" After all what does it matter? It r& 
only a sm~ll thing." I have had a good 
deal to do with applications regarding reduc­
tions of rent, and I repe:at that. m nearly 
all cases with the exception of big pastoral 
properti~s, the rent is only a fleabite. If 
we could give them the land rent-free, rt 
would not be a great matter. That is 
because of the Labour Party's perpetual 
leasehold policy based on the living v~lue 
of the land-on what a man can procluce 
from it. I found in all cases put before me 
for reductions of rent tha.t the people con­
cerned were seeking recluclions to meet 
outside commitments. Rent constitutes a 
very liu1e amount of the oYcrhead c·o~ts such 
people have to pay. 

The hon. member for Stanley spoke also 
in connection with income ta.x and the pro­
posrrl of the Government to allow the carry­
ing forward of losses. cr:hrs department has 
nothing to do with the mcrdence of mcorne 
tax. :\Ir. Leahy, in his interim report, 
said that the Government mrght ass1st 
settlers very much by allowing them to 
carry over losses. That will be dealt \vith 
by legislation shortlv to come before the 
House. I was amused to hear the hon. 
men1bcr mention the "\Yord "retrospcctivity.') 
I remember sitting on this side of the Cham­
ber when previous Labour Governments 
were in power, and whenever an hon. member 
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on this side mentioned the word he was 
howled down by members of the pre­
sent Opposition. This Government do not 
believe in retrospectivity now. The revenue 
of the State is being affected. How can the 
Government consider retrospectivity in a 
matter involving a considerable sum of 
money when we are already complaining 
about the amount of the deficit? The deficit 
would be increased if it were granted. 

The hon. member for Normanby raised 
several questions affecting the Upper Burnett 
and Callide settlements, which have caused 
the Government of the day more worry 
tha.a any other sett:ement. When hon. mem­
bers get the report of the Land Adminis­
tration Board for this year they will find 
quite a long explanation regarding that . 
settlement. 

The hon. member spoke about the 
Eungella land, and expressed his fear that 
the Government were allowing the land to 
be opened up without making the investi­
gation that, in connection with the Burnett 
land was proved to have been so necessary. 
The original investigation of the Eungella 
land was undertaken in 1929 by the then 
Government. At that time the Government 
appointed a committee consisting of Mr. 
T. K. Harvey, then Land Commissioner at 
Roma, but now Chief Land Commissioner, 
Brisbane, Mr. G. B. Brooks, then Senior 
Instructor in Agriculture, and now holding 
an important position in the Department 
of Agricnlture, and Mr. Twine, of the 
Forestry Department, to make an investi­
gation. 

l\1r. DEACON: That committee was ap­
pointed by the previous Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAJ'\DS: 
It was appointed in 1929, and the report 
was submitted to the lVIoore Govern­
ment. The hon. member for Normanby 
expressed the hope that before any land 
was made available in the future the 
Land Administration I3oard would co­
operate with the Department of Agriculture 
and other departments so that the mis­
take" that he claimed were made in the 
past would not be repeated. The committee 
that was appointed in 1929 submitted reports 
to both the l\icCormack Government and 
the :Yloore Government. In 1932 another 
committee was appointed, consisting of .Mr. 
J. P. Harvey, Surveyor-General, 1\:Ir. 
Clydesdale, Senior Inspector of Agriculture, 
Rockhampton, Mr. vVebster, of the Mackay 
Butter Factory, and Mr. Grenning, Director 
of Forests. Mr. Gurney, senior analyst, 
Department of Agriculture, made several 
analyse< of soil from the area, and later 
also made analvses of soils from Athcrton 
.and Malcny, and found them very compar­
able. I am pointing out for the bcneflt of 
hon. members that the Department o£ 
Public Lands, the Department of Agricul­
ture and other departments do confer before 
lands are opened for settlement. We cor" 
tainly agree with the hon. member for Nor­
manby that mistakes must not be repeated. 
There is the utmost co-operation between 
the various departments. 

As further proof of my assertion I should 
like to point out that in 1933 the Land 
Administration Board asked me to co­
nperate with the Department of Agriculture 
in connection with the opening of certain 
lands. It was pointed out that in order 
successfully to settle these lands as dairy 
fe.rms it would be necessary to have experi-

mcnts carried out so that farn1ers rnight ~c 
advised as to the best artificial gr as.,e, to 
grow. If the farmers were left to their o-c;n 
resources much loss would result, and the 
success of the settlement would be marred. 
The Land Administration Board strongly 
recommended that the Department of Agri­
culture and Stock be invited to establish 
grass experiment plots in the locality to 
demonstrate the best grasses for the dairy­
ing industry in that centre. The Secretary 
for Agriculture was good enough to see 
that that was done, and experimental grass 
plots are being laid down in different 
centres so that settlers may have the benefit 
of the results derived from these ""per; 
ments. The Secretary for Agriculture rn a)' 
deal more fully with this matter during the 
consideration of his Estirnates. As a rna,tt,er 
of fact, many matters co_ntrolled by that 
department have been dtscussed on this 
vote, but I must admit that they are prac­
tically inseparable. After land is made 
available for settlement the Department of 
Agriculture comes into the picture. 

The hon. member for Keppel commended 
the Government for their propoBid to pro­
vide ater facilities on stock rout0o, but I 
should also like to add that it is the 
intention of the Irrigation and \Vater 
Sttpply Sttb-Dopartment to make a survey 
of the water supplies throughout the pas­
toral area. 

The hon. member referred to the neces­
sity of averaging income locses for income 
tax purposes, and stressed the need for 
making land available for settlement free 
of rent for a certain number of years. It is 
a fair question to ask hon. members oppo­
site why they did not do it while they were 
in power. I do not know of one occasion 
where land was made available bv the 
previous Government free of rent 'for a 
certain period. 

The hon. member also suggested that the 
department should consider the qnestion of 
making recreation reserves available in 
local authority areas. I promise the hon. 
member that when he submits details of 
what he requires to the department the 
matter will be investigated. 

He also referred to the Bajool irrigation 
scheme. a legacy left to me by the ex-Minis­
ter, the hon. member for Cunningham. I 
admit that it was not a very pleasing legacy. 
I do not know whether the hon. member 
for Cunning-ham knows what has happened. 
I can assure him it is going to cause the 
Treasurer had headaches. The Treasurer 
and officers of the Irrigation and ·w,tter 
Supply Sub-Department are now making­
investigations, and I shall be pleased to 
let the hon. member for Keppel know the 
exact position. 

The hon. member for Keppel also appeale·d 
for assistance in the destruction of lantana. 
A local authority in any area that under­
takes to go ahead with the destruction of 
lantana will have made available to it by 
rny department a flame thrower and oil, 
under certain conditions. That offer is noG 
open for an indefinite period. We have 
proved bv departmental investigations that 
flame throwers are useful in the destruction 
of lantana. 

Mr. BRA:'\D: Are they cheap? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes and they are getting cheaper. Various 
firnds are undertaking their manufacture and 
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not only are the prices coming down but 
they are becoming increasingly efficient. 

Mr. BRAND: On what terms do you supply 
them? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

The department lends the flame thrower and 
supplies the oil at cost. We arc anxious 
that these flame throwers should be tried. 
The department in this matter is working 
in conjunction with the Sugar Cane Pests 
Board. 

Mr. BRAND : Will you extend that offer 
to private landholders? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI\DS: 
It all depends on how they stand. It also 
depends on whether they are freeholders or 
leaseholders. In other words, it depends on 
whether the applicant is a Crown tenant. 
We are especially helping the sugar growers. 
Lantana is becoming a serious menace in 
the Mourilyan area. The lantana also offers 
a harbourage for pests. There is a very live 
body of canegrowers in that area, who have 
offered their services free provided the 
Government supplies the flame throwers and 
oil. They have also offered to treat the 
surrounding country,· which contains pests 
that menace the sugar lands. If Crown 
tenants in forest areas, as well as other areas, 
are prepared to supply the labour the depart­
ment will supply the flame thrower and oil. 

The remarks of the hon. member for 
Enoggera respecting land settlement were 
very interesting. As he pointed out, what­
ever else the policy of the Government has 
achieved it has increased the number of 
settlers. That is quite true. He also 
pointed out how our revenue had been 
affected by the drought. That being so the 
department has given much thought to the 
question of what can be done to restore the 
revenue to its previous figure. I want to 
inform him and other hon. members that 
before opening land to selection the closest 
investigations are made. The activities of 
all departments are co-ordinated. In this 
connection I desire to pay a tribute to the 
Bureau of Industry. The sub-committees of 
this body are doing splendid work associated 
with the opening of new lands. The depart­
ment has caused some of its problems to be 
investigated by the sub-committee of the 
bureau. 

Mr. WALKER: vVe had a similar arrange­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That is so, but we have a much better one. 
The hon. member for Normanby said he 
did not want the mistakes of the past 
repeated. We do not want the mistakes that 
occurred during the three years of the Moore 
Government repeated. But I do not want 
to introduce politics into this debate. We 
have ready access to the sub-committees of 
the Bureau of Industry. The ex-Minister 
and other hon. members will realise that 
when we secure the co-ordination of officers 
in the various departments whose lives have 
been devoted to tackling these problems good 
results. Every matter involved in land settle­
ment is discussed in all its phases and neces­
sary inquiries are made by the Bureau of 
Industry. 

The hon. member for F.noggera, having 
had an opportunity of seeing the work that 
is being carried out by the Forestry Sub­
Department, paid a tribute to it. The refores. 
tation progra,mme that is being c-arried out 
by that department is very commendable, 
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the department is efficient from top to 
bottom, and nothing is done without careful 
planning. The sub-department is planning 
a long way ahead, and we are esbablishing 
reeords, as I sha,ll prove when the Forestry 
vote is being discussed. 

The hon. member for. Bulimba touched on 
a very important matter with which members 
may not be conversant. Ever since he has 
represented the electorate of Bulimba he 
has done everything he possibly could to 
finalise this matter. The Federal Govern­
ment have a quarantinB reserve at Colmslie. 
They first of all approached this Govern­
ment-and my department controlled the 
matter-with the offer that we could have 
the land free if we undertook to remove the 
buildings at Colmslie down to Lytton. The 
department .does not get many offers of free 
land, and when it does it a,ccepts, provid~d 
the offer has not a string attached to It. 
vVe immediately accepted the offer with 
both hands, but something else happened. 
Our old friend, the Right Hon. William 
Morris Hughes, assumed control of the 
Federal Health Department 'and decided 
that he would not allow us to. take the land 
unless we not only removed the buildings, 
but also paid to the Federal department 
the amount the land cost it some years ago. 
Meanwhile the hon. member for Bulimba, 
the Federal member, and the council member 
representing that district had interviewed the 
Lord Mayor, and had arranged for the Bris­
bane City Council to take over the Colmshe 
river beach as a reserve if they accepted full 
responsibility for the cost of removing the 
buildings to Lytton. I understand it is a 
beautiful place eminently suitable for a. 
park. It is the best landing ground down 
the river and a beautiful place for picnics 
and for watching regattas. Unfortunately, 
our friend Mr. Hughes does not believe in 
the policy of giving something for nothing. 
When he assumed control of the Federal 
Health Department he ascertained the 
Federal authorities had paid a certain sum 
of money for this land some years ago, and, 
in addition to the st.ate's undcrta,king to 
shift the buildings he has asked for the 
payment of the cost of the land. 

AN OPPOSITION ME)IBER : He does not 
want to charge you the increased value. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No. Ho is prepared to hand it over at 
the actual cost of the land to the Federal 
Government. We have no fund for that 
purpose in the Dep,artment of Public Lands, 
and we would not think of inflating the 
Treasury deficit to the extent of some 
thousands of pounds, berausc the Opposition 
would then have something to talk about, 
particularly the financial expert, the hon. 
member for Hamilton. :My department 
has no fund out of which it could purcha.se 
reserves, nor has the Brisbane City Council. 
The Lord M·ayor would be pleased to take 
over this property if ho had the nec'''sary 
monev; and until 1\Ir. Hnghes reverts to 
the original offer J,y the Federal authorities 
the matter will not be finalised. The irony 
of it is that the land and buildings are 
unoccupied and two Governments are fight­
ing about who is going to pay the money. 
I commend the hon. member. for Bulimba 
for his efforts to finalise this mattBr. He 
did his utmost to persuade Mr. Hughes to 
hand it ovBr under the original agreement; 
but, unfortunatelv, William Morris Hughes 
is a 'Welshman ,;:nd he said, "No." 
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The hon. member for Cook has a good 
knowledge of what the Government ha':e 
done in regard to rehef to settlers, and If 
there is any •area where settlers have had 
good attention from the Government it is 
that represented by the hon. member for 
Cook. The hon. member has been good 
enough to give the Government credit . for 
their work in that respect, and we appremate 
it. Whatever relief the Government could 
give to settlers under the terms of the Land 
Act has been given, and on many occasions 
we have stretched the Act to do so. 

I appreciate the praise given to the suaff 
of the Lands Department because, after all, 
if one has a staff working in harmony one 
is getting good work done. 

The returned soldier was entitled to 
everything the State could offer, but when 
the Moore Government offered him freehold 
tenurA he refused it, and asked for lease­
hold. He was not going to put himself in 
the position of the lady who made the 
demonstration in the gallery ! He did not 
intend to pay out all his capital to acquire 
freehold. He realised that the country for 
which he had fought should give him the 
land under special conditions. The Labour 
Government of the day stood up to their 
responsibilities to the returned soldiers. I 
know a good deal about the land on the 
Atherton Tableland that was resumed for 
soldier· settlement. I was a resident then• 
at the time, although not a representative 
in this Chamber. The late Mr. Gillies 
decided that the land allocated for a soldier 
settlement should not be inferior land. In 
fact, that land is some of the finest in 
Queensland. A considerable sum of money 
was paid for it. Much of t·he land that. 
had to be resumed was held under free­
hold tenure, and it was at considerable cost 
that the land was made available to thA 
settlers. I was very pleased to hear the 
hon. member for Cook say that the soldier 
settler was quite satisfied with the deal 
he got from the Labour Government. 

The provision of access roads was also men­
tioned by the same hon. member. It is very 
necessary that they should be provided. The 
Premier has laid down the condition that 
the department shall not open up any 
land unless an access road is first made. 
He has gone furt.her. In his cap(1city as 
Treasurer he is making loan money available 
to build these roads. That is something 
done by the present Administration for 
which hon. members opposite should give 
us credit. Many of the access roads were 
provided out of loan funds, but the Govern· 
ment are not loading the land with that 
expenditure. In the past, when money was 
allocated for the construction of access roads 
the lands in the area concerned were loaded 
with that expenditure. In other words, the 
capital value of the land was increased by 
the amount expended for roads in the area. 
In many cases thousands of pounds were 
spent, and the expenditure was spread over 
the settler• at so much an acre. That is 
now a thing of the past. Although the neces­
sary money is provided from loan fund the 
settler is regarded as a national asset, and 
the whole of the State has to bear the 
interest on that money. 

I am sorry the hon. member for Dalby 
is not present. He gave me a very fine peg 
on which to hang a speech. During the 
first part of his speech he made the wonder­
ful discovery that the major portion of the 
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problem of land settlement was due to th8' 
present price levels for farmers' produce. 
That is quite true. Everybody knows that. 
the price levels have fallen. Had the level 
been maintained at that which prevailed in 
1929 no trouble would be facing the man on 
the land or the Department of Public Lands. 
But the question I desire to ask is : how 
much worse would that trouble be had it 
not been for the initiation by a Labour 
Government of the primary producers' 
organisation? Labour initiated and carried 
through this policy which has enabled the 
primary producers to whether the economic 
storm. Where would the sugar grower be 
were it not for the Regulation of Sugar 
Cane Prices Act a.nd other legislation passed 
by a Labour Government, Labour initiated 
and gave to the sugar farmer the organisa­
tion that has enabled him to weather the 
storm. In fact, the sugar grower has beAn 
enabled to face the present economic depres­
sion with a greater degree of confidence than 
any other producer-because of the com­
pleteness of his organisation. The dairy 
farmer has at least been able to maintain 
some semblance of a price level-also because 
of the protection afforded him by a. 
Labour Government. · I am sorry the hon. 
member for Cunningham, an ex-Secretary 
for Public Lands, is not in his place. He 
is on this side of the Chamber conversing 
with the Secretary for Agriculture, and it 
is easy to guess the topic of conversation. 
It is the proposed Wheat Bill. The wheat­
grower in Queensland-again because of the 
Primary Producers Organisation and Mar­
keting Acts, initiated by La.bour and only 
possible because a Labour Government was 
in control-is receiving a.t least 4d. a bushel 
more for his product than any other wheat­
grower in Australia. 

The hon. member for Cunningham is very 
much concerned, having realised that the 
Federal Government are doing something 
that certainly will not give that protection 
which we have given to the wheatgrower. 
I appreciate the kindness of the hon. mem­
ber for Dalby in giving mo the opportunity 
cf proving to memhflrs of this Cummitte<! 
l hat had it not been for the organisation of 
the primary producers, initiated by Labour 
and copied all over the world-as pointed 
out by the hon. member for Cook in an 
<Jarlier debate-we should be in di:e straits 
to-day. 

At 8.31 p.m., 
Mr. BRAND (lsis), one of the panel of 

TemporMy Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Price levels are worrying 1ne more thn_n ally­
thing else, beca,uso every man who comes to 
me seeking a reduct'on of rent quoLe' them 
as the cause of his troubles. He s•1 l'S that 
the Government gave him mort> brd alld he 
was able to carry on while prices were good, 
but that they are now so low that he cannot 
make a living. 1 always say how much 
worse his position wculd have bco!l had it 
not been for Labour ! I am very plea ·eel to· 
be a member of the Labou:· Government that 
have done so much gcod for the mc>n on the 
land. 1:-{i::; worrie3 arB ours. The hon. lncm­
her for Dalby put his finger right on the· 
spot-our great, trouble to-day is price levels ! 

The hon. member' for Dalby also referred 
to freeholds and leaseholds. I know l bat 
you, Mr. Brand, do not believe what he· 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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said. The word for " freeholder " should 
be " speculator." The policv of every 
Labour Government with whom ·I have been 
connected is to induce settlers to adopt the 
land as a means of livelihood. \Ye do not 
want people to J+.SO it as a medium for specu­
lation. We want the people to stop there 
and earn a good living. 

The hon. member also referred to the 
Alsatian dog. I am sorry that he is not 
here, because I desire to a'k him why he 
did not deal with the question during his 
three years of office. 

Mr. \VALKER: I can tell you why. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
Why? 

Mr. WALKER: The Brisbane members 
would not lot us. 

The SECRETARY .FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hen. member for Cairns also had sorne­
th ng to say on the quc,tiou of perpetual 
leaselJOld ~tnd froehc.ld. He ha; been all 
D\'Ol' the State, and he knows that porpr·tual 
leasehold has made for more Lew settlement 
than has freehold. The proble:n confronting 
the department to-day is one not of opening 
new land, Lut of keepircg on the land the 
1nan who is now there, and giving him .an 
opportunity of making a living. 

The Auditor-General's report shows that 
tlte total proportion of our land now in 
occupation is 84.29 per cent. That is to say, 
nearly 84.29 per cent. of the land in Queens­
land to-day is now in occupancy. He points 
<Jut that 57.02 per cent. is under pastoral 
occupation !tnd 18.79 per cent. under graz­
Ing occupation, or a total of 75.81 per cent. 
of the whole land of Queensland is under 
occupation for pastoral and grazing pur­
poses. In other words, there are 325,250,000 
acres of land to-day out of a total area in 
the State of 429,000,000 acres under occu­
pancy for pastoral and grazing purposes, 
without all the other tenures and towns. 
Where is there any chance f,;r land open­
ing? There are only 48,000,000 acres of 
land unoccupied in this vast State and that 
land is such that with the exception of 
-38,000,000 acres, it is uninhabitable. The 
thing I "ant this Committee to realise is 
that to-day's problem is not one of land 
settlement or of opening up new land. We 
have reached a saturation point in land 
settlement. If hon. members will examine 
the maps that will shortly be available in 
the La~rd Administration Board's report, 
they Will see that what I say is correct. 
We have more cattle on the land in Queens· 
land to-day than should be there-that is to 
srty, allowing for sheep and cattle lost in 
·consequen.ce of the drought. People say that 
the solution of the unemployment position 
lies in placing people on the land. Where 
are you going to put them? Quite recently 
we had a demand for putting boys on the 
land and providing certain money. The 
Bureau of Industry examined the proposal 
from A to Z. I ask: where is the land? I 
do not know where it is. The only land in 
the State that I am able to make available 
for selection to-day is remote unoccupied 
land. reclaimed prickly-pear land and sub­
-divisions of existing tenure< when the cur­
rent ieas('c expire. If one resumed land from 
.pastoral holdings to-day and opened up a 
Jew blocks one would have a thousand people 
-~sking for a block. 

:\fr. EDWARllS: You can get wme real 
;good land at Yarraman. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
l have been up there and I would class that 
amongst the land I have described as remote 
11nd unoccupied land. It is not fit to put a 
settler on under present-day conditions. We 
have had this land investigated and it would 
not do to allow anyone to go on to the land 
to make a living. 

Our great trouble is to keep the people on 
the land who are there. I want to bring 
home the fact to this Committee that this 
Government are faced with saturation in 
land settlement in this State. We had a 
commission from the Federal Government 
here not so long ago wanting to know how 
many million acres I could give them close 
to Brisbane or a seaport where they could 
develop the chilled beef trade? They 
thought there existed in Queensland millions 
of acres of land quite adjacent to the coast 
that would be suitable for grazing cattle for 
the chilled meat trade. We have not got 
that land. We have no areas of pastoral 
land in Queensland that are not already 
occupied. Our problem is to keep the people 
on the land who are already there. 

\Ve have a good many resumption rights 
falling in. During the present year we have 
granted additional areas to 491 set~le_rs, 
totalling 370,340 acres. \Ve have a milliOn 
acres of rosumptions from pastoral hold­
ings, and we are considering what we 
should do with them. There is a great 
urge from the Settlers' League, and people 
who want land opened for settlement, 
to make them available to new settlers, 
but on the other hand we have 
thousands of settlers who to-day do not 
possess livin~ areas and ~annat make a 
livmg on their present holdmgs. Last year 
legislation was passed to give the depart­
ment the right to grant additional areas to 
people who had not living areas, and were 
more than one or two removes from the 
resumed are11S. vVe obtained from Parlia­
ment the right to grant additional areas to 
people within a radius of twenty or thirty 
miles of their existing areas. One of the 
greatest problems of the department ~r:-day 
is to comply with the requests for addrtwnal 
areas by settlers whose areas in 1929 could 
be regarded as living areas, but cannot be 
so regarded to-day. 

I do want hon. members to under­
stand that our main difficulty lies in open­
ing land for new settlement. With the 
exception of the areas now being opened in 
North Queensland as good dairying lands 
we have no new land available for settle­
ment. There is no land that I could 
instruct my officers to investigate at the 
present time with a view to making it 
available for settlement. If new lands, 
reasonably secure from drought, were 
offered for settlement to-day there would 
be at least 1,000 applicants for them­
which shows the rush that there is for land 
settlement-but we have not got that land. 
My problem is to take care of the people 
already on the land. 

I promised to give some information in 
connection with the now lands now being 
made available for settlement in North 
Queensland-the only remaining areas avail­
able for mixed fanning and dairying pur­
poses. In the Eungella district 39 portions 
comprising an area of 8,815 acres were 
selected by approved applicants. The areas 
of the portions ranged from 172 to 305 acres, 
and the capital values from £1 to £2 5s. 
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per acre, or from 3 3-5d. to 8 1-lOd. per 
acre 11cr annum respectively. In the Clump 
Point district an area of 8,024 acres. corn· 
prising 32 portions ranging from 169 to 391 
acres, was made available for ballot amongst 
approYed applicants, at capital values from 
16s. Sd. to £1 10s. an acre, or from 3d. to 
5 2-5d. per acre per annum respective! y. 
Half this area has been taken up. In the 
Palmerston district an area of 9.170 acres 
at East Palmerston, comprising 53 portions 
ranging from 152 to 258 acres, was made 
available for ballot amongst approved 
applicants at capital values of £1 15s. to £3 
per acre, or from 6 3-10d. to 10 4-Sd. per 
acre per annum respectively. Fifty portions 
have been taken up. We are also design· 
ing certain portions in the vV est Palrnerston 
district. 

I should like hon. members on both sides 
of the Chamber to realise that the problem 
of the department to-day is not to open 
new lands for settlement. Again I say that 
we have not got the land. Every hon. 
member opposite also knows that. It is 
absurd to continue the loooe talk and 
encourage the urge in the Press to solve the 
unemployment problem by placing people 
on the land. We carried out a land settle· 
ment policy at Beerburrum in all good 
faith. What we did there was in the inter· 
ests of the unemployed, but it did no good. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You were warned about 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Hon. members opposite did not tell us 
about it. 

Mr. MAHER: You did it with your eyes 
open. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Beerburrum is fairly decent land. 

Mr. EDWARDS: ;\;o. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\DS: 
It is just as good land as that mentioned 
by the hon. member for Nanango in 
the Yarraman district. I visited Beer­
burrurn the other day, and I saw a number 
of settlers who were doing all right. Some 
of the land at Beerburrum is good land. 
It is no use suggesting that the unemploy· 
ment problem may be solved by settling 
adults or youths on the land. That would 
onlv mean throwing good money away. 
The man on the land has to face low price 
lo,·els and he must possess a certain amount 
of ea pi tal to enable him to develop his 
holding. In addition he has a hard time 
ahead of him for a number of vears. One 
of the problems of the departinent is to 
keep the men on the land. We have to 
solve it. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) (8.45 p.m.]: 
Shades of Joe Lcsina and all the mighty 
talkers in this Parliament in thP past ! The 
Minister, by his two vigorous stonewalling 
efforts on his own Estimates, shows that 
he is equal to those men whose long-winded 
speeches made history in this Assembly. 

I should like to secure information from 
the Minister concerning the increase in the 
appropriation for his department as corn· 
pared with last year. Increased provision 
is made for seventeen hands in the Chief 
Office alone. That involves an additional 
annual expenditure of £11,600. Last week 
I made reference to the inflation in the pub· 
lie service. Here is an example of that 
inflation. The Minister can give no sound 

argument to justify an increase of seventeen 
hands in the Chief Office this year "'' agamst 
last year. 

The SECRETAHY FOH Pl'BLIC LAXDS: That 
is a reflection on the Public Senice Corn· 
missioner. 

Mr. MAHER: It is all very well to put 
the blame on the Public Senice Commis­
sioner. rrhat is sorrwtimes rather CO\vardly. 
After all, the Government . call the tune, 
and very frequently the Pubhc Servrco s;om· 
missioner has to dance to that tune. \\here" 
is the evidence that the work is increasing? 
If the Minister can produce that evrdence 
it is all right, but in his speech this after· 
noon he indicated that on account of the 
success attending the work of the . s:Jb· 
department of the Prickly-pear Comm1sswn 
very little work was available for these" 
officers and work had to be found for them 
in oth'cr branches. Having a surplus of 
employees there, where is the. need for an 
extra seventeen hands, involvmg an addr­
tional expenditure of £11,600 p~r annum"? 
As the Minister stated, there rs no land 
available for selection to any extent. The" 
inference is that the whole of the land in 
Queensland is settled. IV e ca.n only a'sume 
that during the past year things have b_een 
quiet in the opening of land for selectwn, 
and that work in the office has been on the 
quiet side. Where is the evidence to support 
the increa.se in staff? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LANDS : I will 
make another speech on Thursday. 

Mr. MAHER : I shall be glad to hear the· 
explanation. There is anothe~ matter I 
desire to comment on, and that rs the refer· 
ence on page 22 of the report to the Publw 
Estate Improvement Branch.. That shows" 
that £84,000 was expended m the central 
and northern areas of the State. 

La,nd has been thrown open on a fairly 
large scale in other parts of the State, and 
no money has been made avai'able from the" 
Public Estate Improvement Fund for those 
lands. It is rather singular that the whole 
of the money that is being S!Jent in this wa"y 
-in relieving local authortres c.f the cost 
of constructing main roads-ha' been spent 
in the northern and central areas. wh1ch are" 
represented by members of the Government 
party. 

The SECHETAHY FOH PuBLIC L"\XDS: Those 
are the only places where the land has been 
thrown open. 

Mr MAHER: Large areas of reclaimed: 
land have been thrown open at Goondiwindi, 
and expenditure by the Public Estate 
Improvement Branch on thow lan.<h would 
be welcomed by the local authontrcs con­
cerned, especia.lly by the new settlers. 
Prickly-pear lands have been thrown open. 
in the Tara district and at Chmclnlla and 
Dulacca., and I do not think any money has 
been expended there. 

The TEMPORARY CliAIRi>L'I~: Tlw 
hon. n1mnbor is not jn ord('r in di:-.;:·ussing 
that matter on tl1e Chief Oilice vot '. 

Mr. MAHER : I stand corrected. 
Another matter that is of gr0at impc.rtance' 

to this State is our artesian waters. On 
page 29 of the report. thoro is a reference 
to this question, but rt 1s very bnef, con­
si"dering its importance to the State." 
Apparently the Minis~cr _has had c;>ffi:ers. of 
his department investrgatmg the drmmutJOlll 
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of suppcies of artesian waters, but I con­
sider the report of their activities is too 
brief. The question of a water oupply for 
the \Vest of Queensland in futuro years is 
of the greatest importance. There is abun­
dant evidence to indicate that each year 
there is a definite diminution in the flow 
of water from the various a rtcsian and sub­
artesian bore' throughout the State, and 
it is only a matter of time when those bores 
will cease to flow altogether. lf no action 
is taken to provide for water supplies in 
those western areas a great belt of the 
Stat~ will become uninhabited. The Minis­
ter and the Governnwnt rcco!Yniso that an 
adequate water supply is of ~vital import· 
ance, a.nd officers should be emp;oyod to 
study the whole problem, not only with a 
Yievv tc> rnainta.ining the availability of 
existing supplies, but the conservation of 
water in our exisbng streams by 'veirs and 
also by transporting it from the mountains 
to the far inland areas. 

The Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie water 
scheme in \Yestern ~l.ustralia afforda a fine 
example of what can be accomp:ished in 
purnpjng largo quantitie~ of \Yatcr oyer 
long distances. The Western Australian 
scheme was established by Sir John Forrest 
many year.s .ago, and it has bccu rnost suc­
cessful. Unlike State undertakings generally, 
it has paid its way, and at the present time 
the whole of the debt incurred in putting 
the ·c·:hf'me into operation has been liquidated 
under the sinking fund provisions laid down 
bv Sir John Forrest when ho was Premier 
of that State. Under the scheme water is 
pumped from Mundaring, in the Darling 
Ranges on thf' west coast of Australia, 375 
miles inland to Kalgoorlie, and provides 
thirty-three towns en route, subsidiary pipes 
leading out to the north and south. Eleven 
hundred farmers are served. It is a big 
scheme, and vi tal to \V estern Australia. 
Something along those lines should be con­
sidered for the purpose of assisting in the 
deYelopment of Queensland. 

The TE::\ii'ORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

J\-11'. J.ESSON (Krnncdy) [8.55 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Dalby levelled some unfair 
·criticism at the Land Administration Bonrd. 
Rcferri11g to the Alsatian dog he made a 
-comparison between Que>ensland and Vic­
toria, but omitted to take into consideration 
tho relative size of the two States. The 
reprpsentative of the Country Part>- cannot 
be commcnded for bringing such a relatively 
small matter into the discussion. Although 
the pastoralists and graziers have rny syrn­
path_v in many things, I ,am not at all 
sympathPtic towards them on the que,tion 
of the Alsatian dog and dingo menace. They 
have failed to help themsel vcs. The alleged 
menace hns been gradual!_,.' creeping over the 
State. but thev took no action to create a 
fund for the purpose of combating it. 

At 8.56 p.m .. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns), one of the panel of 
Temporar:o- Chairmen, relieved Mr. Brand 
in the chair. 

::\1r. JESSON: Other industries, such as 
i:he sugar industry, have expended and are 
still expending many thousands of pounds 
.for the purpose of eradicating various P''''ts 
interfering with the growth of cane. \'ast 
pastoral areas of the State are controlled by 

[2¥Ir. Maher. 

vnsted interests overseas, and the local pas­
toralists allow themselves to be exploited by 
tht'Se companies. This is proved by the 
wool pr:ces operating at the present time. 
The wool industry is not controlled, and 
overseas buver.3 mako their own prices for 
the purchas~ of the .\ustralian clip. 

Of the land opened for settlement recently 
bv tho Land Administration Board, I can 
foresee a great future for the areas oper.ed 
in :\' orth Queensland, despite statements 
that have been made to the contrary. North 
Queensland offers a wonderful opportunity 
for tht• dm-elopmont of the ch1lled beef trade. 
It is the nearest point in Australia to our 
best customer, Great Britain. At the present 
tin1e access roads are being constructed by 
the Public Estate Improvement Branch into 
the Kirrama lands. When the timber has 
been removed one can visualise the benefit 
these lands will be to the dairying and 
chillcrl-bed industrv. Cardwell is the natural 
port for this area ·and is bleo,t with a deep­
water harbour capable of accommodating 
the British fleet. The coustruction of a jetty 
at Cardwell woulrl be of immense benefit 
to the Kirr2ma lands. The obstacle ac 
prest'nt is the lack of money for the financ­
ing of a project of that description or the 
construction of a road leading from the 
Kirrarna lands to Korrnanton. This would 
enable cattle raised in the are·a north of 
Townsville being brought to the coastal and 
Tableland districts for fattcning purposes 
before being despatched to the chilling ,,crks 
and consigned overseas in steamers loading 
at the Cardweli jetty. 

As has already been stated by the Minister, 
the opening of the Clump Point aroo. has 
been the mc•ans of putting more settlers on 
the land. The Silkwood butter factory, 
which is adjacent to that area, has a 
pasteurising plant and is sending milk to 
various parts of Korth QueNisland., I 
cannot allow this opportunity to go by 
without paying >a tribute to Messrs. ~rank 
Fraser, Limited, of Ingham, who, w1thout 
any GoYernmcnt assistance, _opened up ."' 
butter factory with a pasteunsmg plant m 
that town. 'There are lands around Ingham 
Pminently suited for pig raising_ ar:d dairy­
ing. 1\-lessrs. Fr.ank Fraser, L1m1ted, are 
tlxporting many hundreds of gallons. of 
pastemisccl milk to Mt. Isa and :!\iew 
Guinea. ·when one considers that fresh 
milk in New Gninca and other places 
further cast realises as much 'as 2 and 3 
dollars a gallon, and the actual cost in 
Queenslaud is 9d. or ls. a gallon, o':e 
realises what p0ssibilities there are for th1s 
industry. 

The hon. member for Cairns mentioned 
a trip that he made a fortnight ago with 
t.he Minister for Transport to the Good­
night Scrub. I haYe seen various other pine 
scrubs in Queensland and throughout the 
Commonwealth but not one with such a 
wea:tb and c;ntinuity of timber as the 
Goodnight Scrub. Pine is growing there 
in all stages from 3-inch or 4-inch high to 
trees of fu 11 growth. It would appoo.r to 
we that the continuity of growth in that 
•c:rub is snch that the supply will last for 
manv years, and will be worth many 
thousands of pounds to Queensland. I 
notice that the Land Administration Board 
realises the possibilities of this timber. It 
has a land r-anger there and vRrious gangs 
are clearing the under-growth from the 
trees and building fire breaks to guard 
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against destruction by that menace. It 
"ertainly will be a wonderful asset to the 
State. 

The hon. member for Dalby during his 
ramblings took us for a trip to New Zea­
land, and he brought thousands of settlers 
back. He declared that the freehold system 
operat~, in New Zealand. That is not the 
case. The New Zealand Government carry 
out exactly the S[Lrne policy as do the Queens­
land Government-that of leasehold. Nearly 
all the land is owned bv the Crown and 
lensPcl to the settlBrs. ·That method has 
been satisfactory in :"Jew Zealand and there 
is no reason why it should not be so here. 

C\Ir. :\loo RE : You are twenty years behind 
tho times. They used to be but that is not 
the position now. 

JI.Ir. JESSON: I do not take much notice 
Df the Leader of the Oppo·,ition. The Public 
Estate Improvement Branch of the depart­
ment has been the means of providing roads 
in all parts of the State and has been 
instrumental in opening up land for closer 
settlement. At the top of the range in the 
mountainous part of the Ingham district, 
before we get to the mining areas, there is 
a wonderful patch of scrub land that will 
grow practically anything. The whole 
trouble is due to the road over Mount Fox 
range, a matter of 12 miles. This land is a 
very rich district that would grow sugar-cane. 
People touring to Cairns all use this road, 
and it has not been a profitable concern to the 
council. We put a proposal by the council 
to the Public Estate Improvement Branch, 
which sent up its engineer to investigate and 
came to the assistance of the council with 
a grant of £50(}, There was a grant, of 
£500, a loan and a subsidy from the Govern­
ment. which will open up that land. I 
understand that the construction of the road 
is about to start next week, and before 
Christmas or short! v after Christmas the 
road will be completed. There are many 
people who will be able to get off the dole 
or cease living on their relations who will 
go up there and open up the land. That 
is only one instance of a loan and a subsidy 
hy the Government and a straight out grant 
of £500 by the Public Estate Improvement 
Branch. It sent up an officer to investigate 
the conditions and the productivity of the 
land, and upon that report this grant was 
made, 

The road from Hughenden to Cairns is 
ono of the greatest brain waves that the 
Minister administering that department has 
had. The road is not a macadamised 
road, but a trafficable road and the people 
in the hinterland can use it to come to 
the seaside. I hope to see the day when the 
Hinchinbrook Shire Council will wake up 
to the facts and build a road to tap that 
country. I hope the members of other 
•hires along the coast will make roads on 
to that road so that people can come into 
the railway. From a health point of view 
it means that people can come to the coast 
from the dry inland places of Queensland. 
Furthermore, it will be the moans of per­
mitting people on the Atherton Tableland 
of getting rid of their produce. At the 
present time they are in the hands of a 
few exploiting Chinamen who give them 
what they think for their produce in Cairns. 
I have been in the business and I know. 
The farmers of that district send their pro­
duce down to Cairns and only receive what 
the Chinamen will give them. Work of the 

class done by the Public Estate Improve­
ment Branch. with the assistance of the 
Federal Government, will open up that coun­
try and allow those farmers on the Atherton 
Tableland to enlarge their holdings. More 
people will g·o on the land knowing that 
thev can get their produce out to the West 
where pcoiJle pay three and four shillings for 
a cabbage. 

I should liko to bring under the notice of 
the Minister the fact that nut grass is 
becoming a very grave menace to the people 
in J'\orth Queensland, especially in the sugar­
cane areas. I do not know how this pest 
can be eradicated. Chippers have very great 
difficulty indeed in being able to see small 
plants like voung corn growing amongst the 
nut grass. " Of course, in the cane areas 
where it is also a nuisance the sugar-cane 
is able to out-grow the nut grass rather 
quicklv. I have seen acres and acres of 
beautiful country covered with nut grass, and 
it is becoming such a grave menace that I 
feel it my duty to call on the Minister to 
give the pest very careful consideration. 

The Opposition cannot justly criticise the 
administration of the department by the 
present Minister. I know from personal 
experience that he has carriBd out his duties 
in the interests of the primary producers 
and that every officer of his department has 
treated me, and other members of the public, 
with the utmost courtesy. Prior to my return 
as member for the Kennedy electorate, I 
visited the department frequently and I 
always received the best attention. I am 
satisfied that the interests of the pnmary 
producers can be safely left in the capable 
hands of the present Secretary for Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [9.12 p.m.]: I 
was very forcibly impressed by the state­
ments of the Minister concerning the short­
age of land available for settlement. That 
fact has been apparent to most intelligent 
people who have travelled throughout the 
State. "\Ye arc inclined to give the impres­
sion that much of our land is worth more 
than it really is. I do not suggest that we 
should have a lesser natural love for it, but 
we must admit that a very big percentage 
of it is inferior land. "\Ve are inclined to 
lead people to believe that a considerab~e 
portion of it is good land, whereas that IS 
not the case. There is a considerable area 
of good land in Western Queensland, but, 
unfortunately, it does not come under the 
beneficient influence of the eastern ramfall. 
If we could shift the eastern rainfall further 
West I daresay we could settle a larger 
number of people on our Western land. I 
realise that what the Minister has said in 
this connection is true, but his )remark 
reminded me that our best land settlement 
days were in the time of Kidston, when 
considerable settlement took place on the 
North Coast. It was surprising to see the 
progress that was made by those settlers 
and it is astounding to know the number of 
people who were able to make good, owing 
to the fact that rich scrub land was made 
available in coastal districts, well watered 
bv the eastern rainfall. Prior to that time 
we knew very little about the propagation 
of artificial grasses. We relied upon the 
natural couch for fodder for dairying ca.ttle. 
At that time settlers came from the Northern 
Rivers districts of New South Wales, where 
they had had experience with the growing 
of paspalum and other exotic grasses. 

MJ·. Walker.] 
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The Queenslanders became educated to the 
benefits of these gras~es, and now we are 
on exactly the same footing in this respect 
as the settlers in New South 'Wales. A tnp 
np the North Coast to the Mary Valley, 
Kin Kin, and Skyring Creek districts, which 
were settled bv the Kidston Government, 
will force an acknowledgement that no finer 
land or settlers can be seen in this State. 

It is no uso advocating the further settle­
ment of land when aclmittedly good land i,, 
scarce. Our staten1ents .are appearing in 
the Press in other parts of the world. IV e 
must be candid, as the Minister was to­
night, and let it be known that most of our 
lands have been settled so far as local con­
ditions will allow them to be settled. We 
know that in the com·so of years there may 
be some method or crops that will enable us 
to compete with other countries and alter 
the whole method of settlement. 

Because we are very short of good land 
the people ought to know that good land 
is now locked up for reforestation pur­
posea. I have investigated this matter over 
a number of years. I have been doing my 
utmost to secure the opening of one or two 
of these area:s in my electorate, but not 
with a view to securing a few extra votes 
at election time. Many years ago, when 
we had an abundance of soft timber, large 
areas were mapped out and reserved as 
timber areas or State forests, which cannot 
be altered except by Act of Parliament. 
During my twenty-eight years in Parlia­
ment, only one of these small State forest' 
has been thrown open to selection. Some 
of them have no timber growing on them. 
It is much preferable that these areas 
should be inspected by officers of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and the Sub-Department 
of Forestry, because if they are not used 
to grow timber, it is preferable to have 
them settled by twenty or thirty prosl?erous 
settlers. It iE the policy of the Mmister 
to settle people on the land. He has inti­
mated to this Committee how 100 people 
have been settled on the Palmerston and 
adjacent areas. Here is an opportunity 
for him to settle a further t\Yenty-five or 
thirty people without injuring the work of 
reforestation. Even if the Sub-Department 
of Forestry continues its planting at the 
present rate for another 100 years, it will 
not plant the areas under its control. 
During the Moore regime "n officer was sent 
from the Department of Agriculture and 
another from the Department of Public 
Lands to investigate some of these areas. 
They arrived at the decision that certain 
lands should be thrown open to selection. 
That recommendation should be acted upon. 
I can take the Minister through the whole 
area and prm-e that what I am saying is 
correct. I had nothing to do with the 
officer sent; from the Department of Agricul­
ture. I as merely asked to send my most 
capable officer. That was Mr. McKeon. 
and he reported to me that the land he 
inspected was suitable for agricultural pur­
poses, and was growing no young timber. 
There are 315,414 acres locked up in the 
Gympie district as State forests or timber 
reserves. That is an enormous area. Many 
people have agitated for the opening of 
some of these lands. Possibly some of them 
occupy adjacent country and are anxious 
to increase their holdings by securing areas 
on which good hardwood and young trees 
are growing. I particularly refer to Kan­
danga and Imbil districts, which includes 

[Mr. Walker. 

Brooloo where State forests have been 
thrown 'open for settlement purposes with­
out any injury to the work of reforestation. 

I have inspected the Imbil, Kin Kin, and 
Beerburrum rdorestation settlements, and I 
am quite content to admit that those three 
settlements are a huge success. They arc 
doing wonderful -work 1 and they are going 
to beat New Zealand in a few years. Let 
us continue with that policy, but on no 
account should we keep land lying idle when 
it is needed for farming purposes. I should 
like the Minister to state \Yhat he intends 
to do. I H'nture to say, if he sends a;; 
officer out to report on these lands. ho WI>t 

endorse what I have said. It is very diffi­
cult to express an authoritative opinion 
unless one has inspected the land in ques­
tion. Those lands I am referring to will 
grow anything of a tropical nature, and 
t,bere is a market waiting for such producb. 
'The restrictions of exports is ono of tho 
evils of the world, but by the judicious 
handling of products within the Empire that 
difficulty will be overcome, and we can go 
on producing. 

A great deal has been said about maize­
growing lands. There is no restriction by 
the Commonwealth in regard to malzcgrow­
ing. In years gone by our maize ,vas grn\VU 
on our low lands. :Maize can be grown on 
a certain portion of the Atherton Table­
land; but in that area it has a YNY h1gh 
water content and is difficult to dry. Most 
of our maize lands have gone out of produc­
tion, because it was found more profitable 
to utilise the land for dairying purpose~. 
Given a stabilised price. maize could be 
grown in abundance but the difficult,. is 
that there arc no horses to eat it. 'The 
Kingaroy district i• the best for maize­
growing purposes ; but there is . no land 
vvailable for settlement worth talkmg about 
in that area at the present time. 

The Minister rdcrred to the Fcdcrrd 
Government's interference with his policy 
bv alterations in the tariff. Apparently thP 
tariff does not affect the matter, because the 
Minister has stated that he has no land to 
throw open. The tariff has interfered to a 
certain extent with cotton-growing. Refer­
ence has been made to the policy of tho 
:'tioorc Government relating to cotton. As 
a matter of fact, the policy in regard to 
cotton that was carried out bv the Scullm 
Government was handed to Mr. Scullin by 
me. The man who is r<'sponsiblc for the 
tariff that has advr•r,elv affected cottoll­
growing is Sir Henry Gullett. and I ~an' 
no hesitation in .sa,ving- lhnL l1e was no fr1end 
of the Moore Government. 

The SEORET.\RY FOR PrBLJr LA:-.rns: I did 
not condemn the Mcore Gm-crnmcnt. 

Mr. WALKEH: \Ye did not f!Pt an,· 
bouquets. rrhr~ li.,ederal Govt:rnJnent accept~d 
the policy of the J\Ioorc GoYcrnmcnt 111 

regard to cotton, and the sarne t.h1ng 1pph0s 
to tobacco. 

The hou. mc•mbcr for Cook referred to the 
action of the Moore Government relating to 
the throwing open of land in the 1\Tareeba, 
district. The Moore Government got to 
work and established twentv-seven men then', 
and thev could profitably· grow tobacco for 
3s. a lb.', and now they cannot do it for 4s 
a lb. \Vhat is the trouble? 'l'he tronblP 1e 
that tobacco is subject to many dieeas<os. 
The Secretary for Agriculture has done 
everything he can to combat those diseases. 
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If the diseases attacking the plant., could be 
overcome, at 4s. a lb. for the prolific crop 
that can be grown in the North and other 
parts of Queensland, the industry would be 
a payable proposition at the prices charged 
for land by the l'vloore Government, which 
was 2s. 6d. an acre. The Government, of 
course, had no control over private land, and 
private land considered to be suitable for 
tobacco-growing changed hands at £6 to £7 
an acre. That shows that the industry would 
have been profitable with tobacco at even 
3s. a lb. 

The Minister has stated that he has no 
land for sale at the present time, but when 
the late Hon. J. T. Bell was Secretary for 
Public Lands there were wonderful oppor­
tunities on the land and a great number 
of sales were effected. I venture to say 
that that was accomplished with a smaller 
staff than the Minister has. He should 
take note of the great mcrease in the 
number of the staff. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : What 
do you mean? 

Mr. \VALKER: The administrative costs 
are £24,000 more than last year. If there 
is no land for sale why the necessity for 
the increased cost? I should like to have 
some explanation. It may be that portion 
of the extra expense is accounted for by the 
Forestry sub-Department, but that we do 
not know. lt appears that a number of new 
officials have been appointed and this is 
not a right policy to adopt, especially as 
the economic depression is still with us. 
I clearly understand that no official should 
be sweated but there appear to be many 
men appo!ntecl to c:trry out duties that 
cannot ex1st, according to the statement 
made by the Minister to-night. 

The hon. member who has just resumed 
h1s seat needs to be corrected on one point. 
He mentioned the work being clone by the 
Public Estate Irqprovement Branch Fund. I 
would remind the hon. member that that 
branch was inaugurated during the time 
of the Kiclston Government, when the late 
Hon. J. T. Bell administered the deput· 
mont. The Public Estate Improve::nent 
Branch did wonderful work for Queensland. 
It proved a splendid idea, particularly in 
large areas where the extra expense could 
be spread over a numher of settlers. Under 
the perpetual leasehold form of tenure it 
is very difficult to do such work with any 
degree of success. \Vhen the cost of £2 or 
£3 an acre was spread over many sPttlers 
and a number of years, another 10s. did 
not impose an extra heavy burden by reason 
of the fact that it also w'as charged over 
a period. The hon. gentleman should not 
make statements that are not in accord­
ance with facts. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [9.29 p.m.]: 
The Secretary for Pnblic ·r.ands has stated 
that he has instituted reforms. I am glad 
to hear it. Certainly, remembering some 
of his predecessors in Labour Administra· 
tions, there was a. big need for reform. The 
prc.:.:.ent Minist0r is sorne,vhat cxtraYagant 
in the matter of his staff. The staff of the 
Department of Public Lands is verv efficient 
and on the whole they are a oa)Jable lot 
of officers and have done their work welL 
but I can see no reason why the same staff 
cannot cope with practically the same 
amount of work during the coming financial 
year as in the past. The Minister has 

advanced no reason for the increased 
number. He has not pointed out that there 
will be any increase in the work, nor given 
any other. reason l'·hy he should increase 
the expenditure. \Vhy should we increase 
tlH' expenditure unless it is necessary to do 
so? There is one appointment that I think 
was entirely wrong, that of Mr. G. P. 
Barber to the position of clerk in the Sub­
Department of Forestry. That was purely 
a political appointment. 

Mr. WATERS: You are vindictive. 

Mr. DEACON: Not at alL If Mr. Barber 
had not been an ex-politician he could never 
have secured that position. The work would 
have boon given to a cadet clerk. 

Mr. \VATERS: \Vhat about your nephew? 
He got a job there. 

Mr. DEACON: There is no nephew of 
mine in that department. 

Mr. WATERS: Yes, there was. 

Mr. DEACON: There was no relation of 
mine in the department. 

Mr. \VATERS: That is not a fact. 

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member is telling 
untruths when he says that, and he 
knows that they are untrue. He is saying 
things that he would not dare to say out~ide 
this Chamber. 

Mr. WATERS: \Vhat about your nephew? 
Mr. DEACON: As I told the hon. mem· 

her, I have no nephew there. Many hon. 
members on the Government side endeavour 
to get away from the argument by throwing 
mud and making untrue suggestions. The 
Minister did not do that. He did refer to 
certain legacies left by past Governments, 
but he made the mistake of suggesting that 
the Moore Government were responsible for 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : I said 
" past Governments." 

Mr. DEACON: I would remind him of 
some legacies his department has to carry. 
There is the Burnett settlement, with its 
terrific extravagance in early settlement. 
:Money was unnecessarily spent in several 
directions in that settlement, and the settlers 
could eot stand the burden. The amount 
had to be written-off as a loss. Then there 
was thn tragedy of the Dawson Valley irri­
gation ,;chcmc. I wi6h to quote from the 
speech ~cli,·ered by ;\lr, Larcombe, then 
Secretary for Railv;ays, on the original 
debate. He said-

" Or.e could go on for a long time 
emphasising the virtues of this great 
scheme. Without using extravagant 
language, one can say that it certainly 
is a wonderful scheme. It makes the 
imagination reel to attempt to describe 
the wealth and magnitude of the possi· 
hilities of this Dawson Valley water con· 
servation and irrigation proposal. It 
reminds me of a few lines from Dante. 
During my studies of that poet many 
years ago, I read of the spirit of Beatrice 
leading Dantt> through the wonders of 
heaven and his saying-

' Oh, speech ! how feeble and how 
faint art thou 

To give conception birth!' 
Speech is too faint and too feeble to 
explain the wonders of this great scheme 
which we are developing in the Central 
district." 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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That speech is worth remembering when 
we come to think of the fate of that settle­
ment, and the fate of the people there, 
and the amount of public money ,yasted 011 

it. It is well worth qLwting for fear the 
present Minister might be persuaded to do 
something similar. Ho is, of course, not the 
Mini~tcr who originated that ::;ettleuwnt. In 
the last year or two there have been two 
or three other unsuccessful settlements. 
There wa,s the Beerburrum tobacco settle­
ment and ono or two banana settlements, 
all not only a waste of money but a hope­
loss proposition from the start for the people 
who went there. 

It is from the pa-st that politicians should 
try and learn something. Hon. members on 
this side have spoken of extraYagance, and 
we have the right to remind the hon. tllG 
Minister of some of the errors of his prede­
co ";ors of the same political faith. There 
wore errors during our term; nobody will 
claim that he is free from error. I am 
not claiming that I did not make errors, 
but thev were smaller than those I have 
cited o( past Labour Governments. 

The Minister said that there was no future 
for land settlement in Queensland, and that 
we had come to the end of our resources. 
We have some land vet. He did not mention 
some of the land" in North Queensland, 
especially the country in the Culpa area, 
where the present Government set out to 
build a road. That area is a, pretty large 
one, and the land is good for the purpose 
of close settlement. The Moore Govern­
ment had a scheme before them for develop· 
ing that area. The present Government 
would not go on with the proposition. Four 
years ago that scheme was under considera­
tion, but we hear nothing about it now. 
There arc other areas in Queensland a-vail­
able for settlement-not the hest, but still 
land that could he opened if access were 
given to them. It might be better to make 
terms with private compa-nies than not to 
settle the land at all. The priYate company 
I rder to was "·illing· to go on and to put 
settlers there, and clear the land for a lea'e 
OYer a lenn of yPa.rs. all improYements at 
t~e end of the term becoming the property 
ot the GoYcrnment. 

Mr. JESSON: What would be the term? 
Would it be ninety·nine years? 

Mr. DEACON: Nothing of the kind. That 
land is good for settlement-as good as can 
be obtained in North Queensland. This land 
could be made accessible by road or rail­
way, and it is time that it \Yas done. There 
arc settlers looking for the land. 

Just before I left office about three and 
a·half years ago it was reported to me that 
Clump Point lands were almost ready for 
settlement and that all that was required 
"·as the construction of a road by the Main 
Roads Commission. The years have gone 
and the Government have had plenty of 
money to make the la-nd available. ·why 
has it not been done? It could not be on 
account of lack of funds. The settlers have 
been waiting all that time. 

Mr. WATERS interjected. 

Mr. DEACON: I am rea,lly afraid that 
the hon. member for Kelvin Grove is going 
" dotty." I hope that he is not, but he 
gives everybody that impression. I am sure 
that there are very eminent doctors who 
would be prepared to give him advice if 
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he consulted them. I recommend him to 
consult one of them. I agree with the 
Minister that there is certainly need to 
irnproYe the stock routes. He complained 
that when they were under the control of 
local authorities the latter did not do therr 
work well. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I did 
not say that. 

Mr. DEACON : The Minister said tha-t he 
was not satisfied with their work, that he 
prefcned something better. There are local 
influences that son1cti1nes prevent local 
authorities from protecting the stock routes 
and we all know what that is. There are 
people in every district who are anxious to 
graze their cattle on all the stock routes 
and being taxpayers in the area, have suffi­
cient influeuce to prevent the local authori­
ties from clearing the stock routes of stray­
ing stock. The stmying stock do all the 
mischief-they eat the grass. There is no 
greater need in this State than that for the 
improvement of stock rolltes by providing 
a-dequate watering facilities and ensuring 
sufficient grass for travelling stock. We 
must make up our minds to end the indis­
criminate free grazing that takes place on 
stock routes to·day. At one time the stock 
routes were controlled by district improve­
ment boards, some of which did good work. 
Some are still operating. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Some 
are doing good work even yet. 

Mr. DEACON: It is impossible to judge 
the results of a system after it has boon in 
existence for only one year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is 
now five years. 

Mr. DEACON: They were abolished after 
they had been in operation for one year. 
They were abolished during the first year 
that the present Government were in power 
after the defeat of the Moore Government. 
They were knocked out in 1932. 

Mr. WATERS: You were knocked out in 
1932. 

Mr. DEACOK: As thr) hon. member for 
Kelvin GroYe says. they were knocked out 
in 1932. Thcv did not have much of a. 
start. The Jl.{inistc,- admits somr' of them 
did good work. On hi3 own staten1f~nt, it 
cecms thcv did bette-r 'rmk than the loco I 
authorities. 

The SECREnRY 10': I'LTLIC LA;>;DS: Th•.'y 
were the local authot·;ties. 

l\Ir. DEACOX: That is so. and the Land 
Cornrni~sioncr. The other rnernbors of tlw 
board \verc el0ctcd. not bv the local ~tutho­
rih·. but bv the ]andhol.C!er~. Tbt>v \Yen~ 
cha;,gcd wit.h the sole care <Jf t hC stock 
routes. It was their dutv t•.• look af1 r them 
in the interests of tra~·elli1:g· "·tock. Ii a 
n1istako V\ d.S n1adc. whv not rPvCrt to the 
old methods' · " 

The SECRETARY FOR l'rnuc LA:i'DS : \V e 
never go back; \Ye go forward. 

Mr. DEc~CQ}'~: The :Yiinister has gmw 
back in his O\Yll -..vay b.v delegating the work 
to the local authorities. If he can do noth· 
ing else, he can draw· on t)1c same idea and 
put an indepcrodont body 111 charge of these 
matters. It i- quite an easy matter for t.he 
Minister who introduced the legislation to 
get such a body. I am arguing for this 
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·-change because it '''O'llcl be an irnprovernont 
on the prc.:;;ent sy$tern. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: \Vhilo 
you are arguing we are doing. 

Mr. DEACON: I should like to know 
what the Minister is doing. 

1'he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA;.;Ds: Puttit:g 
water on the stock routes vvherc it ls ncce:::;­
Bary. 

Mr. DEACON: Is the :i\Iinistcr doing the 
one~ thing' that is cssentinl~that i.s, nla:n­
taining· the grass on those stock routes by 
keepiug· off the stray stock'? As long as 
that duty io left to th-· locul authority, stray 
stock wiil nut be kept off the stock routes. 
Too many of the ratepayers a1·e interested 
in gctt.ing that gra:~s fur nothing The 
members of the local authoritv are elPctcd 
hy the people who arc not altogether 
interested in keeping stock routes in proper 
order. 

The 2\,Iini,ter h's spo'.;:en of t.he prcopcrity 
of his department. It has certainly eollcctod 
a good dc'-d of ren~uuc. ~.\lthough the 
devartn1cnt may be prospe-rous, and the 
ofliciaL ha YC colL·cted nluch rcYenue, tlw 
people '"11 th·· land arc LOt prospcrou.,. That 
is not rdto;othcr tlw bult of the ofliciais, as 
tho ca·.t.-e is bcvond their control. :Neverthc­
less, tJ,c depttrtmeHt must take notice of the 
fact that its tenants are not prosperous. 

The SECRETARY FOR p CBLIO LANDS : vV e 
have many testimonials from our tenants 
saying how well they arc treated. 

Mr. DEACO:\f : I am not blaming the 
Minister or his oificials. The cause is beyond 
their control; at the same time during the 
coming year they dtould bear in mind the 
fact that the people from whom they derive 
their rc1 enuc need consideration. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR P LBLIO LANDS : We 
give them every consideration . 

. Mr. DEA\'0:.\': They arc worthy of a 
httle b1t more than that. The whole pros­
perity of the S~ .• to depends on the people 
vvho are T.:orking the Ltt1cl. \Ye cannot b8 
too good to them. "\!though the Secretary 
for Public Lands mav :rnakc conce~sions to 
his tPnants it do"; n~t relic ,-e them of the 
heavy lmrdcn of excessive taxation. I hope 
the llfinister will use his influence with the 
Treasurer and point out to him that it is 
no use granting concessions by \Vay of 
reduction in land rents to the people on the 
land if the latter takes away the benefit 
of that concession in taxation. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'cBLTC LANDS: The 
Treasurer has been very good. 

Mr. DE.ACOJ'-i: I am entitled to judge 
the Treasurer on his pc• st performances. 

Thr I'RE1HER : vY e arc not dealin;; with 
Treasury Estin1ates no~,v. 

?\1r. DEACO-": Taxation is intermingled 
with this matter. These are Grown tenanh 
that ono department is interc ,ted in assist­
ing. On the other band, there is another 
department that is not giYing them con­
sideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'cBLIC LAXDS : They 
have been con·oidered. 

'\lr. DEACOX : The Secretary for Public 
Lands can help these tenants by his voice 
in the Cabir.et-b.v pointing out their diifi­
culties. 1Jnfortm1atcly it does not lie with 

him, lmt with such hon. members as the 
hon. member for Kelvin GroYc. 

The SEC!{ET.\RY FOR I'cBLTC LAXDS: They 
are syrnpathet1c. 

1\Ir. DEACOX: They may be s.vmpn,thetic 
but \vhen they do not show their sympathy 
in this Chamber they han no right to 
complain wl1en they arc told they arc 
unsynqMthrti<:'. However. th·. Minister can 
help in the way I have indicated. The hon. 
gentleman has stated tha.t he has no Crown 
land available or likelv to be available in 
the nc,•_r fnture. For~ argument's sake we 
will take his statement as being correct. 
Thoro is plenty of freehold land available 
in Queu~ s 1 J..nd. Large a reds on the Do~xns 
and the coat have b:en proved suitable 
for eloscr setth'ment. \lthoLrgh it may not 
be Crown land it is land the Government 
c1uld obtain for the purpose of making 
it available for settlement otnd a''isting the 
people. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The TK\IPORARY CI-L\IR::\L\:\f: 1Jnder 
the provisions of the Sess:onal Orders agreed 
to by the House on 28th August and 16th 
October, I shall now leave the chair and 
make mr report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The TEAIPORARY CHAIRAi .\:\ reported pro­

gress, and asked leave to :;it again. 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

of the Day for to-morrow. 
Tho House adjourned at 9.56 p.m. 




