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THURSDAY, 17 OCTOBER, 1935. 

:Ylr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Orrgory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.rn. 

QUESTTO~. 

BEER PURCHASED BY RAILWAY REFRE~Hl\JENT 
Roo:~rs. 

Mr. DEACON (Cur111ingham) asked the 
Minister for Transport--

" How many dozen bottles of beer­
(a) imported from other States; and 
(/J) locaJly brewed-were purchased by 
the Railway Refreshment Rooms during 
last year?" 

Tire SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hetbert), for the 
MINISTER FOR 'I'RANSPORT (Hon. J. 
Dash, MundingiJurra), replied-

" Information is being obtained." 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
ta!Jlr:-

Regulation, dated 9th October. 1935, 
under " The Explosives Act of 1906." 

Order in Council, dated 9th October, 
1935, under "The Workers' Com­
pensation Acts, 1916 to 1934." 

By--liLws Nos. 320 and 321 under section 
134 of " The Railways Acts, 1914 
to 1934." 

I!U'lAL COMMISSIOC\' 0~ RACI~G 
AND GAMI='lG. 

\YITHDRAWAL OF i'iOTICE OF J\IIOTION. 

Mr. MOORE (A.u/Jigny) [10.32 a.m.]: I 
desire perr1-1ission of tbo House to withdraw 
the notice of motion in General Business 
standing in my name. As a commission has 
no\Y coinmonced investigations, no good 
purpose would be served by proceeding with 
the motion. 

.Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the Leader of the Opposition 
be permitted to withdraw the notice of 
motion under the heading General Business 
appearing in his narne? 

finNOURABCE 1Y1EMBERS: Hear. hear! 

SUPPLY. 

REst:MPTION oF Cmii\IITTEE-ESTIMATES­
Fm~I· AND SECOND ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(.lfr. Hanson, IJuranda, in the chair.) 

EBTJl\lATE~ IN CHIEF, 1935-.36. 

ExEC1:nvE AND LEGISLATIVE. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR (BAL.\Xr:Ic 
OF VOTE.) 

The PHEMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
.Uarf.ay) [10.34 a.m.·!: I move-

" That £3.026 be granted for the 
Executivre and Legi~lativc-His E.'" el­
lcncy the GoYernor {balance of votP)." 

The \'HAIR \lA"": If it meets with tho 
( r1ncurrence of hon. rnmnber'~ I propose to 
follow my previous practice r,f allowing 
discussion on the whole of the ramifieulions 
nf each department eo far as the consoli­
dated revenue account is concerned on the 
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Chief Office vote, and to confine rhe dis­
cusswn on the other votes strictly to the 
opt~rations of the sub-departments con­
cerned. 

HoNOURABLE ME~IBERS: Hear. hea:-: 
Item agreed to. 

EXECl'~IVE C01'XCJL. 

'l'hc PREMIER (Hon. ·w. Forg-::t!l Smith, 
Jfackay): I move-

" That £87 be granted fot· "lCxecu­
tive Council.' " 

Item agreed to. 

LEGISLATI\CE Af".SE:\fBLY. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
Mackap): I move-

" That £31.344 be granted for· ·Legis­
lative .Aesembly.'" 

Mr. MOORE (ltul;igny) [10.36 a.n1.]: 
\Vhereas !ftst financial vcar tho amount 
appropriated under this heading was £29,63~, 
the vote for the current fi.nanc'a.J year IS 

£31,344. I do not consider that the amount 
is excessiYe, taking into account the nun1ber 
of members. Many people are under a mis­
conception as to the work of a member of 
Parliament. They think that the members 
work only during the time of the session, 
perhaps four months in the year, and the 
remainder of the year is a holiday. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRlTnox : 
It is a popular delusian. 

Mr. MOORE: It certainly is. It is a 
wrong conception of the work of a member. 
His work is continuous all the vear round. 
It is just as well the public ,h'ould really 
understand how much work has to i.Je per­
formed by a member on l)ehalf of his 
electorate and his electors. He is supposed 
to be at rhe beck and call of ea.ch and every 
one of his constituents at anv time. a.Hcl 
under any cjrcumsta.neos. V e1~y often one 
hears it said of a member of Parliament 
that he has a g·ood life, he has nothing to 
do, that " Parliament only sat for four 
months." The work of a member should 
be appreciated more than it is. A gr~at 
portion of his work is performed out5Ide 
of the session. In fact, it can be said in 
many cases that he does more work out•i rlc 
than inside the Parliament House. 

There seems to be an ever-growing practice 
for people to call on hon. members at a.ny 
time during the sittings of the Hou,c. I 
know it would be a very difficult practice 
to put into operation, but I consider that 
during the session, certain specified hours 
should be set aside for interviewers. It is 
vory jneonYC>lliont to have a cA)ntinuous 
stream of callers when one should be devot­
ing ono's attention to the matten under 
discussion in the Chamber. 

The PREi\IIER : I do not think people 
should call when the House is sitting. 

1\fr. MOORE: Reque'ts are 1!.ac.c to· 
momi.Jers to leave the Chamber to t>O outside 
1o interview callers. Nine times out of ten 
the interviewer is merely prospecting. 

The PREMIER : " Prospecting n is a good 
word. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MOORE : The couversat;on is opened 
by the caller remarking "Don't you 
remember me?" Probably the hon. m ern bel­
has never heard of him. 

The PREMIER: That is the preliminary 
to the "bite." 

Mr. Moore] 
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:\fr. MOORE: The member replies 
"Y0s. Very often the a.nswer, to be truth­
fuL ehould be " No." It is not fair that 
hon. members should be ~ontinually asked 
to leave the Chamber during a sitting. 
Ccrtainlv there are instances when an elector 
frmn the countrv desires to see one on an 
important matter and it is onlv right that 
he >lwuld be intervicwecl. Thut is not 
what I am objecting to. My objection is 
to the continuous stream of callers who 
exuect members to interview them at any 
time and a:l the time-whenever they feel 
di,pos<'d to visit the Housto. V cry often it 
is IHo_re for conversational purposes than 
anvthmg else. There should be some cur­
tailnwnt of this sort of thino- but I know 
it is rather difficult to effect.~' Th(' practice 
1s becoming rnorc prevalent than previously. 
A few years ago we had not this contlnuous 
str<?am of callers that one now sees. In 
some cases thev first of all trv the members 
on the Uovcrr!ment benches and when thov 
prOYl' Larren, try members o.n this side. ~ 

The PREYIIER : Everv new member is 
tried out on things that' have been rc.jected 
-over the last twenty years. 

:\lr. :\IOORE: I quite understa.nd that. 
\Ye han• all been through the mill. In 
my opinion the Legislative Assemblv is still 
]lCrforming a very meful function·. It is 

-often heard said that if a vote wa.s taken 
-in (Juf't'n~land on sc'!cession from the Common-
'Vealth th0 Yerdict would be "Ye-;." W-e 
ha.vc had the spectacle of one State of the 
Cotll!I1UIIWCalth sending delegates to the 
Briti~h GDYernment with .a. petition for 
~('ce·;,,-;-ion. This is dnf' i.n a Ycr,v large 
measurP to a lack of understanding and 
the lack of an Australian outlook in recog·­
nising that there are difficulties in our 
present system of governnwnt. \Ye all 
rccog-mse that each State has to contend 
with difficulties. 'Ne all rccognis~ that 
n1ost States a.re getting adYantages in ~oinr~ 
·way or other, but an attempt is 
certain!~- being made by most of the States 
(o ~N round section 92 of the Common­
wealth Constitntion h:; means of subterfuges, 
such as n wrongful use of the' Health Act 
or the qnarantine regulations. If that 
practice is to be exploited to a.ny extent, 
the sugg('stion will inevitably be ma.de that 
the Constitution should be broken up. All 
~ort, of subtcrfuges are being used. vV e 
H'l' a :;:u?tcrfuge being w-;cd to prevent pota­
toe.;; go1ng from Tasmania into -Victoria, 
a11d stork rcgu1ations to preYent cattle going 
fron1 Queensland into :\' e,,,. South \V ales or 
another coming from New South 'Wales i.nto 
·QucPnsla.nd. \Ve must realise that while 
w~· ]~a-Ye soYcretgn rights we are legislating 
w1thm our own sphere of a.ctivitv and we 
·cannot get round the Constitutioi1 of Aus­
tralia bv subterful!e. If it is in thP best 
intcreste. of the v'inious States that- there 
should be an alteration in tlw Constitution. 
tiw right thing to do is to make that altera~ 
tion by constitutiona.l methods. It is wrong 
to endeavour to get round the Constitution 
l1y using doubtful methods, or methods never 
contemplated by its creators. 

The people ca,nnot grumble at the expense 
"·hen the total cost of the Legislative 
Assembly is only £31,344. Their only con­
cern 1s to see that they get value- for their 
monPy. I think that members of Parlia­
ment do give more than value for what thev 
rf'ceive from the public. I do not intend 
to weary the Committee by pursuing the 
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subject further. I merely wanted to call 
attention to the fact that the work of a 
member of Parliament is not finished when 
he lea.ves the House. He is working all 
the year round, very often on week-ends 
as well as week days. It is evident that 
the people expect a great deal more from 
Governmcmts and members of Parliament 
to-day than they did a. few years ago. 

:\1r. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [10.43 
a.m.]: I should like to know why it is 
necessary to incr(:;a.se the number of Ines­
sengers. I ha.ve )Jeen hero quite a long 
time and I do not see anv reason \Yhv wo 
should have another mess'enger. · 

'fhere has also been an a·ddition to the 
office cleaning staff. The cost is not much. 
but I believe that economy should be effected 
wherever possible. I understood that the 
laying down of the parquetry floors would 
considerably reduce the amount of eleaning 
work. V\T o spent an enorn1ous arnount cf 
monev on them. That work must have cost 
£1,000 or more and I thought that by pay­
ing that we should be reducing the cost of 
office cleaning. Although the parquetry 
floors look very well, they are, unfortu­
nately, very dangerous. The surface is very 
slippery and we members of Parliament 
ha,·c discoYered tha-t we must no" \Yea-r 
rubber soles a.nd hoels to prevent our falling 
wJn~n walking on it. 

I have been informed-I do not know 
whether it is true, but I think I ought to 
dra.w attention to the matter-that the 
parqnetry floor has introduced borers into 
tbo building. That is a very serious matter, 
if a fact. 

A Gon:m;11EXT :MEMBER: A few bores ~ 
(Laught(;r.) 

::Yir. GODFREY :MORGA:\': Hon. mem­
bNs ma.v laugh; but I am told that when 
the parquetry was put in it contained borers. 
and those borers are likelv to cat the floor­
ing ar:d other wood work. ~ If 1 hP re i:.: ~mn;~ 
way of checking this damag0, I think th,, 
Premier should investigate the matter. I 
am told that the flooring-boards in this 
building are white pine, and that not only 
would such damage be dangerom. but that 
repairs 'vould be very costly. If that InonP." 
could be saYcd, it might help towards reduc­
ing taxation. 

I am pleased to see tiHrt a reduction has 
been made in the expenditure on '" Han­
sard ., all() other printin~~telegrams, sta­
t ionNy, etc. Perhaps oven the amount of 
£7.750 way not be necessary, because '· Han­
sard ·· is ge1wrallv filled b.v member' sitting 
i11 opposition. 'vhcther Labour or Country­
X ntional, and as on this occasinn there are 
ycrv few memb0rs of the Opposition. · Han­
sard ,. should be much smaller during the 
twxt three y0a1·s tban for many years p3."-t. 

Mr. RCSSELL (Hamilton) [10.48 a. m.]: 
The L<""der of the Opposition raised a ,·ery 
interc·sting point in connection \ViLh th€' 
increased cost of the Assemblv. 1 think 
sonwthing ,hould be added to h.is statement 
concerning the work of members of Parlia­
ment. A good deal is said these day< about 
the exorbitani, cost of Parliament, but peopl0 
confuse the cost. of Parliament with the cost, 
of government. The cost of ParliamPnt itself 
is very trifling when spread over the whole 
commnnity, and I contend that a member of 
Parliament, occupying as he doe; a Yer~ 
high position, should be paid adequately, 
and should be able to have at his command 



all those facilities to which he is entitled. 
It has been said that. it would be cheaper to 
abol[,]t State Parlov.monts and resort to 
unification. If one analyses the question 
carefully, bowevcr, one rnust con1e to the 
cOloclusion that there would be no saving to 
the communit·:. The real cmt is that of the 
puLlic scn·ic · and whether that cost is 
excessive is not for us to disc:uss on this vote. 
The point I wish to make clear is that the 
cost of Parliament is a very srnall ilcrn, in 
Yiew of thr, serYice rendered bv mernbers of 
Parliament and the attendant· costs of run· 
ning Parliament. I think we can safely 
claim that the Queensland Parliament com­
pares favourably with other Parliaments in 
Australia. There arc times when members 
are outspoken. but they arc fairly decorous, 
and the public receive value for their money. 
I think this is an occasion when both parties 
in the House are in unity. 

\Ve ehould not fail to recognise Lhc won­
derful work performed by the " Hansard " 
$taff. The appropriation for " Hansard " is 
included in the vote under discu,sion, 
although the State Reporting Bureau is 
dealt with in another Yote. After an experi­
ence of nine years in this Parliament, I must 
say that the service rendered by " Hansard " 
is simply wonderful-the epeeches are 
recorded accnrately. I think every hon. mem­
hPr will agree that we receive a fair deal 
from the " Hansard" staff, and \vhe·n we 
compare their work with the work done else­
where, one must admit that we have a very 
proficicr:t staff rendering splendid serYice to 
hen. member". \Vhether or not " Hansard " 
ohould be continued is another matter alto­
~e~.h~r. Son1e hon. rru·Inberf' are of the 
op1n1on that " IIansard" is a waste of 
tnonev. and thai if there was no " .HansarJ '' 
there. would Lo less "talk to the gallery," 
and we should settle down to business more 
than we do at times. Both sides of the 
Chambc·r arc prone to take ad\·antagc of 
'' IIan· -.trd n to air their vie"~s. believing 
that their comtituents might be pleased to 
kilO\\' that they are doing t]H,ir duty in 
Parliament. \Yhen the Labour Party sat in 
opposition. its members filled more page' of 
" liansJ.rd" than \VG <'an ever hope to do. 

l\1r. O'KEEFE: All gocd stuff. 

:vir. RUSSELL: I haYo my own opinion 
about that; a good deal of it was piffle. I 
think we> should place on record our appre­
ciation of the yery valuable service rendered 
bv the " Hansard " staff to members of 
P·arlianwnt. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
J1acka-JI) [10.53 a. m.]: The point raised by 
the Leader of the Opposition is a very 
important one. There is no doubt that the 
work of members of Parliament has increased 
,·cry materially over the past twenty years, 
and the work that thev do outside the sit­
tings of Parliament 1s often much more 
strenuous and hara . ..sing than their duties 
in this Chamber. A member who attends to 
the requirements of his constituents is of 
Ycry great value indeed. It is a con1n10n 
practice for n1etnbers to receiYe correspond­
pncc frcm their const.ituents asking i.hcm to 
do C('rtain things which. if they were under­
taken by paid agents, would involve the 
constii UE'nts in the payment of a consider· 
able sum of money for the servicE's rendered. 

On one occasion I negotiated the purchase 
of a sugar-mill for ROme of mv constituents. 
The negotiations, which extended over a 
considerable time, im·olved interviews with 
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solicitors and other people, br1t finiiL:v l was 
succe<;:;-;ful in baYing the purchast~ price 
reduced by approximately £43,000. Had 
tho:;e npg6tiations been conduc:tcd by a prud 
agent, one can eas:ly rcalisp tht~ .co~t that 
wocdd ha Ye had to be borne bv the farmers 
for the ,(_·n·:ces rcndt~rcd. A~n :..tttl'JUHt of 
approximatelv £150,000 \Yas involved. and 
the u-;ual connnission on that 5Uin '"ould be 
a considerable• aruount. That \'V 1tk \V a~ don~ 
by n1c a..; a rneruber of Parliarnent. ~vithout 
charge, for and on bPhalf of n1y eonst:tn('itb. 

I rerncrnber that on another occasion a 
man happened to be in the office of a sclici·­
tor practising in Mackay anJ. ren1arked . .. I 
should like to have an interview with Forgan 
Smith." The solicitor rang me up at the 
court house. where I had an office. and said, 
"Can vou give so-and-so an interview?" 
I said " '· Yes send him along straight 
away."' I had known that man since he 
was a boy; in fact, I knew his family well. 
He did not require an introduction to me at 
all but did not know where he could see 
me'. That wlicitor charged him £3 3s. for 
introducing him to me. The man nme to 
see me about it. I said, " Do not pay the 
account." I do not think he did. That 
shows that the serviCBs of a member of 
Parliament to his constituents are very 
Yaluable indeed. Those hon. members who 
look after the interests of their constituents 
are worth a sum far in excess of the salaries 
thev recci ve. 

1:he problem of <'allcrs at Parliament 
House is one that hon. members must deal 
with themsoh·es. We kno" that hon. 
members have many callers from all over 
the State. and that these interviews take 
up a great deal of their tinw. Moreover, 
it is a practice that is growing. If hon. 
members care to moke it a rule that wheu 
Parliament is sitting they will not see 
Yisitors other than members of a deputation 
that has been arranged with a Minister. I 
can seP no objectjon to it. If I, as Pre1nier, 
were to grant all the interviews that [ am 
asked to gin•. instead of working about 
scventv-five hours per week as I do at 
present, I should find twenty-four i1um·s a 
dav would not suffice. Conseqtll'nth- I have 
been compelled to lay clovm a rule that I 
will grant iuterYiews only during certain 
hours of the clav 011 rertain davs uf thr· week. 
If I did not r];, so I should ~lOt bt' aide to 
do the administrative work for ..,,;}!idJ I 
arn rpsponsible. 

The hon. member for Dalbv referred to 
the provi~ion made in the Est~ruates for an 
additional messenger. He was engaged for 
the convenience of members to deal with 
the increased number of callers. The hon. 
member for Dalbv asked for information 
concerning the engagement of an additional 
cleaner. The duty of that official is to keep­
the floors of this building in good condition. 
That is a wise policy. Two things are 
accom11lishcd-the floors of Parliament 
House arc cleaner, and they are in better 
condition than thev have been for vearil­
previously. This additional man is e,Zpcri­
enced jn the laying of parquetry flooring. in 
which he was previously employed. The­
consequence is that he is able to efftX't any 
slight repairs that arc required. 

The hon. member also mentioned the 
f1uestion of borers. There is always the 
danger of borers becoming manifest in any 
timber. Timber often lies on the ground 
in the bush for a time before being con­
vc,,ed to the sawmills. Borers may be in 

Hon W, Forgan Smith.] 
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that timber when it is cut, and are not 
noticed when it goes out to be used. I 
renwmber when I built my house, taking 
preca ntions ·with respect to borers, but six 
months after it was completed I had to 
strip three studs because borers were in 
evidence. There was no sign of them when 
l comtructed the house. 

The only way to deal with such a con· 
~lition is to strip the timber off immediately 
and poison the surrounding wood. fhere 
were borers in the floors of this House-in 
two or three small piece··. in one floor-but 
the indiYiclual who was charged with look­
ing after the floors discovered them immedi­
ately <me! the parquetry was stripped round 
the area affected, the pine floor poisoned, 
and rww parquetry put in. 

The danger inYolve-d in walking on the 
parquetry floors is very real. It is always 
pre •ent with polished floors; and makes it 
necr~~arY to wear rubber heels on one's 
shoes or'boots. I fell in one of the passages 
-one day, and it was certainly annoying. 
In the big ante-chamber in the Federal 
Parliament House a member's wife recently 
fell and broke her arm. One has to step 
,-cry gingerly when one is walking on a 
11olished floor, particularly if one is not 
us~d to skating on ice. Members of Parlia­
ment are often acquainted with that mode 
of lucomotion, and they are not so lia:ble 
to the same injury as other people who 
have not a similar knack. (Laughter.) 
The hon. member can rest assured the ques­
tion of borers is receiving careful attention, 
and the daily cleansing by an expert that 
these floors get enables a daily inspection to 
.be made. If any difficulty arises suitable 
action \vill be taken. 

Mr. MAHER (West Morcton) [11.3 a.m.J: 
The condition of the parquetry floors 
thronghout the building necessitates some 
attention. Since these floors have been put 
clown I have seen from twelve to fifteen 
people mffer nasty falls. The Premier 
admits that he fell, and other members of 
the Assembly have fallen, whilst visitors to 
the House. who are not so accustomed to 
walking on parquetry floors, have suffered 
ver~· :3evere falls. One won1an wa" quite 
<Jvercome one morning owing to a backward 
fall which brought her head in contact with 
thE' floor. These floors are undoubtedly 
very eleg-:r;t and_ pleasing to the eye, but 
from a ut1htv pomt of view thev are not so 
satisfactory. • Before somebody ·is seriously 
injure-d the GoYernment should take steps 
to have mats or some other form of floor 
covering put down in order that members 
and visitors may be able to walk about 
without the risk of a serious fall. 

The PREMIER: The floor covering would 
have to be m the form of rubber because 
if you put down a rug it would not 'eliminate 
the risk of slipping. 

Mr. MAHER: It ma0· appear humorous 
to some people to see others fall, but there 
is nothing so humiliating to a dignified man 
or woman than to lose his or her balance. 

The PRE~IIER: They are liable to be seri­
ously hurt, too. 

Mr. MAHER: Yes. One elderly woman 
asked in my hearing in the House one 
afternoon. what was wrong with everybody, 
because they all appeared to walk so 
queerly. The queer movements of people 
who walk up and down the corridors in 
cord er to retain their footing is apparent to 
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visitors. As the floor has been put down, 
the next best thing is to place upon it a 
rubber mat or some other suitable covering 
in order that people may walk with safety 
upon it. I commend that sugge~tion to the 
serious consideration of the PremJer and Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [11.5 a.m.]: 
The remarks of the Premier and the Leader 
of the Opposition regardin!l" the work of 
parliamentarians are very tt:nely. _It IS to 
be regretted that the false Impresswn t"~at 
members of Parliament work only durmg 
the period of the session, whi?h usu~~;lly 
lasts five months in the year, IS growmg 
on our people. It is my opinion that the 
Press is to a large extent responsrble for 
that false impression. The Tory Press never 
loses an opportunity of dra:ving !'ttention 
to the fact that Parliament 1s s1ttmg, that 
members of Parliament have commeNced to 
work at last, and that they will wo~k for 
only two or three months. That sectiOn of 
the Press neYer loses an opportumty to 
ridi-cule the parliamentary form of govern­
ment with the result that a large number 
of r~aders get the idea that the only time 
a member of Parliament works is during the 
sittings of the House. That is entirely 
wrong. It is my experience as a metro­
politan representative that a member of 
Parliament has a great deal more to d_o 
when the House is in recess than when 1t 
is sitting. There is a great deal more 
running about to be done durmg the recess 
because a number of considerate persons 
seek the assistance and advice of members 
during recess, and hesitate to trouble them 
during the session. It is to be regretted 
that a great number of people _are ever­
lastingly ridiculing· thP par!Iarne_ntary 
system of govern':'ent and hold1r;g 1t up 
to contempt. It IS the democrat'? . system 
of government and allows for crttJctsm by 
both Press and people, but it does not become 
either of them to destroy th<' prestige of 
Parliament. If that system should be 
destroyed as a result of this ridicule and 
contempt, there is only one alternati ve--ihc 
establishment of a dictat01sh1p, under whtch 
the privil<:'ge of criticism would be lost. 
Under a dictatorship they would. run the 
risk of experiencing the same restriCtwns as 
the people of Germany, Italy and other coun­
tries governed by dictat<_m. They :vo~ld not 
have the right or privtlege of ?r1t!c1sm as 
we enjoy it. It is withou~ hes1tatwn that 
I sav that members of th1s Assembly are 
giving good value for the money received, 
and it ill becomes the Press or the people 
to criticise members of Parliament and 
Parliament as has been the practice during 
recent years. Only last week Brisf?ane 
"Truth," a weekly newspaper, contamed 
an article drawing attention to the fact that 
members of Parliament were to receive an 
additional £20 a year. The article pointedly 
drew attention to an allowance to cover 
the cost of telephone, postage stamps, and 
telegrams. Does that paper or any. other 
section of the Press or any person m the 
communitv believe that a member of Par­
liament should meet the costs of the installa­
tion or upkeep of a telephone that is 
installed mainly for the convenience of elec­
tors ? Do these people consider that the 
expense incurred in telegrams and postages 
on letters to his electors should be borne 
from his salary 9 If so, then their idea <?f 
the value of the services of a member 1s 
pretty paltry. I do not hesitate to say that 
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the salary paid to a member of Parliament 
in Queensland to-day is inadequate. 

Mr. MAHER: You were better off in your 
job. 

Mr. GAIR: That i' quite true. The pre­
sent salary received by members of Par­
liament in Queensland is altogether inade­
quate, and the reduction of the salaries of 
members from £750 to £500 per annum 
was one of the many mistakes perpetrated 
by the Moore Government. I sincerely hope 
the citizens of Queensland will recognise the 
great service rendered to them and to the 
State by 1nen1bers of this Legislature. Before 
I resume my seat I should like to express 
my appreciation of the services render8d 
b1 the ·' Hansard " staff. the Clerk of 
1 >arliarrH:>nt and his assistallts, the ITICSSPn­

gors. who are at all times very willing and 
courteous, the switchboard attendants, who 
have a very arduous, tedious, and irri­
tating job, and the courteous and very 
-efficient attendants in our refreshment­
rooms. I do not think I have overlooked 
anyone. 

Mr. MAHER: You have missed the cleaners. 
Mr. GAIR: The cleaners are doing their 

work efficiently. I wish to congratulate· 
you, Mr. Speaker, upon the great improve­
ment that has been made in the surround­
ings of this building since you have occupied 
your present high office. This Parliament 
House is an excellent old building, and it 
i, ih<' duty of Mr. Speaker and his com­
mittee to keep it in a decent state of repair. 
Before you occupied the position of Speaker 
many portions of tho building were allowed 
to get into disrepair, and I congratulate 
you upon the attention you have given to 
them. If you have laid parquetry floors 
that tend to be a little dangerous, I know, 
from personal experience, that that danger 
can be easily overcome by using rubbe1· 
heels 011 our footwear, whilst notices are 
posted round the building asking visitms 
to exercise care on the slippery floors. 

The hon. member for Dalby spoke about 
the <'X]JeiBe of the floors. I think Mr. 
Speaker can explain that the parquetry floor 
<"Ost verv little more than linoleums would 
have cost. No one can say that parquetry 
floors do not look considerablv better than 
linoleums. • 

Mr. MAHER: Ornamental, but not useful. 

Mr. GAIR: They are very useful, and 
will give lifelong service, whereas linoleums 
would need to be replaced in a very few 
years. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warre!Jo) [11.11 a.m.]: 
Speaking in as benevolent way as I can on 
the tremendous discrepancy between the 
amounts paid to the men who do the actual 
work of government and the amounts paid 
to those who are merely appurtenances of 
government-more or less admirable decora­
tions-it is only necessary to say that the 
cost of legislative government of this State 
is £31,000 per year and the Commonwealth 
Government spent £50,000 on one Duke. 
Seeing that Opposition newspapers condemn 
and belittle Parliament, even to the extent 
of objecting to the additional postage allow­
ance for members of £21 each ; it is per­
tinent to say-seeing that those newspapers 
take all their standards and comparisons 
from the mother Parliament of Great 
Britain-that £31,000, the cost of the legis­
lative arm of the government of this State, 
with its tremendous area and its colo.ssal 

ownership of public estate-is onlv the 
amount of thA annual grant to three· royal 
babies and twice the grant to one royal duke. 

Mr. TAYLOR (F:no!J!Jem) [11.13 a.m.]: 
A serious matter which merits consideration 
by members of this Assembly, is the time 
lost by hon. members in interviewing electors 
when the House is in session. I believe that 
we cou:d overcome the difficulty of being 
called away while a contentious matter is 
b<•ing debated by sitting on Mondays. That, 
would give us Friday and Saturday mornings 
to interview those electors who desired to 
see their members. I do not want to curtail 
the rights and privileges of the electors in 
my constituency, but I want to be able to 
do the job for which I have hcen elected 
in the manner in which it should be done. 
I realise that we cannot give full attention 
to matters under di,cussion if we have to 
leave the Chamber two or three times every 
morning and every afternoon to interview 
people. If the House were to alter its time 
of sitting it might be necessary for the 
country members to come back to the city 
from their homes a little earlier, but at the 
same time it would enable hon. members to 
fix a day for interviewing. If country 
members got away on Thursday night they 
could come back on Sunday. 

Mr. DANIEL: You could not do so without 
getting a special train. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Friday is the only day 
when relief workers can come to the House 
to sec a member concerning any grievances 
they may have. Friday is the day on which 
most members have their greatest numbers 
of callers and the House should give some 
consideration to that fact. Otherwise, let 
us revert to the afternoon sittings. 

Mr. MAHER: Hear, hear! That is the 
solution. 

Mr. TA YLOR: That would, however, take 
awav from the member the opportunity for 
his social activities in his electorate. Scarcely 
an evening passes, in the metropolitan area 
at any rate on which the local member 
does not atte;,d some function or other where 
his presence is demanded. Most of the 
public functions of any note are held m the 
months from August to November. The 
city's social activities do not commence much 
before the Exhibition, and all the balls and 
the big events follow it. Some provision 
should be made for a member of Parliament 
to be able to attend the House during the 
Parliamentary session without interruption 
and at the same time to give his constituents 
uninterrupted access to him so that their 
rights and privileges may be fully retained. 

Mr. BRAND {Isis) [11.17 a.m.]: I do not 
think we should blame the people and the 
Press so much for their criticism of mem­
bers of Parliament. It is due to our great 
modesty as members of Parliament in not 
telling the people of the things we have 
to do. It cannot be forgotten, Mr. Hanson, 
that the work done by members of Par­
liament for their electors is kept in confi­
dence bv hon. members. I support the hon. 
member" who said that members of Par­
liament have a great deal of work to do 
and are not adequately paid for the ser­
vices they render to the people. 

\Ve should value our democratic system of 
government. The people should realise that 
under the autocratic svstems of government 
in other parb of the world, members of 

Mr. Brand.] 
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Parliament are not able to give the people 
the service they are able to get in this coun­
try. I doubt whether it would be possible 
to find any body of legislators in any other 
part of the world who would emulate the 
<·xamplc of members of this Parliament, who 
a few years ago voluntarilv reduced their 
salaries from £750 to £500 per annum. 
Their action was a clear indication of the 
unselfishness of members of Parliament. 
although thev realised that tho salarv of 
£500 was not. adequate if they were to carry 
out their work as it should be done. I know 
that in my own case, were it not for the 
fact that I have other interests it would 
be impossible for me to do my dutY in the 
efficient manner in which I am endeavour­
ing to do it to-day. I think the same can 
be said for many otlwr hon. members 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: You did not say that 
wheu the salaries were being reduced. 

}llr. BRAND: I have just told the Com­
mittee that we were unselfish enough to 
reduce our salaries; but poe,ibly, when the 
finances of the State irnproYe-I am glad to 
know that they are improving-we shall be 
able _to restore that voluntary reduction in 
salar1os. If I were in cl1arge of Parliament 
I should decide that the salaries of hon. 
members be submitted to an arbitrator for 
determination, as was done in other States 
of Australia. \Ve cannot overlook the fact 
that we. are paid loss than the parliamen­
tanans m other parts of Australia with the 
possible exception of \'i estern A u'tralia and 
South Australia. 

I wish to pay a tribute to the excellent 
service rendered by the ofiicers of Parlia­
ment in every spherE', particularlv the " Han­
sard " staff. After an experience of fifteen 
years in this Parliament I am constrained 
to say that the " Hansard " staff is more 
effi,~icnt to-day than at any time during that 
penod. It is a. most efficient body giYing 
a wonderful service to Parliament and corn-

. paring the excellent service with its total 
cost, it cannot he said that the staff is get­
ting too much. 

The parquetry floors are both ornamental 
and utilitarian, and have the additional 
advantage of displaying in a practical 
manner 0ne avenue in which our waste 
timbers can be utilised. Parliament House 
is a fitting building in which to display 
the products of our own country. 'fhe 
questwn of the borers is a small one, as 
they can be eradicated by treatment. 

};Ir. DEACON (Cunningham) [11.26 a.m.]: 
l also wish to pay my tribute to the " Han­
•ard." staff and all officers engaged in the 
serviCes of the House. We are very well 
served by all thn officials. who eam their 
money .. " Hansa_rd," particularly from my 
own pomt of VJew-wh1ch enables me to 
appreciate their difficulties-reproduces a 
wonderful record of our debates. I know 
,-cry well that members of " Hansard " 
experience a _great dea] of difficucty owing 
to the acoustw propertws of this building. 
I have no complamts at all to make with 
the services the;,· render. I also include in 
my words of appreciation the services ren­
dered by the other officials, including the 
representatives of the daily Press They 
certainly deserve every credit for ti1e work 
they perform. 

Mention has been made of the fact that 
the hours of sitting make it difficult for 
members to give their serviees in this. 

[Mr. Brand. 

Chamber and attend to the number of callers 
who desire to see them. We could overcome 
that difficulty in a measure by sitting dif­
ferent hours. The most convenient part of 
the day for Par:iament to sit, both for mem­
bers and working purposes generaliy, is the 
afternoon and night. That would enable 
Ministers to attend to their administrative 
work and members to attend at the depart­
ments to transact business on behalf of their 
constituents. Every hon. member has busi­
ness to do on behalf of his constituents in 
the Government offices. It is very dif!icult 
to attend to that business with the present 
hours of sitting. Representatives of metro­
politan electorates can perform this work 
better than the representatives of country 
electorates. The present hours of sitting 
suit them because, as one hon. member 
remarked, they enable him to attend social 
functions in the evening. If hon. members 
had work to do in Parliament, then I am 
sure his constituents would excuse him from 
attending social functions. They excuse the 
representative' of country electorates because 
they know we have to come down to Bris­
bane to care for their interests in Parlia­
ment. No one would take any notice of the 
absence of an hon. member from social 
functions if he was attending to the busi­
ness of his countrv. The afternoon and 
f'Yening are the n10'st convenient ti 1HP~ fo1· 
Parliament to sit. It would allow an hon. 
member more reasonable time to transact 
his business at Government offices and attend 
to his mail, and constituents could call upon 
their representative without interfering with 
his businese in the Chamber. I sincerely hope 
that hon. members opposite who have the 
ftxing of the hours that Parliament shall 
sit will reconsider their pr<''>ent attitude. 

Mr. GODFREY :MORGAN (JJa1by) [11.29 
a.m. J : I consider from practical experience 
that the present hours of sitting are the 
best for Parliament. I have had experi­
ence of afternoon and night sittings. In 
fact, I have sat in this Chamber many night' 
and days in succession. That experience 
proved to me that we do our work better 
by da.·<" than at night. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I have always 

supported day sittings, and will continue 
to do so. We who come from the country 
have our job to do. During the period 
Parliament is sitting we are compelled to 
live in Brisbane and give attention to the 
busin,'ss of the countrv, which should b0 
tran~nctf'd i11 the dRv 'rime:'. D''lV :";ttlng" 
are preferable from a' health point of Yie~v. 
l~eoH,•r \vork <an be done in the· day thne, 
when we arc not ph:-·sically and nH'ntall~· 
tlred. than in the night, t~nH'. 

As the representative of an elertorat0 far 
away from Brisbane I have not many callers, 
but when I get a card indicating that one 
of my constituents desires to see me I wel­
come the opportunity, and am only too 
pleased to see him. 

\\'e are not in the same posit,ion as city 
n1.an1bers: our yjsitors do not corne along 
to talk because most of them have come 
down to the citv to do business that in 
many cases necess~tates a visit to a Minister. 
My greatest difficulty is to obtain an inter­
view with the Minister for them. I am 
only too pleased to meet them and have a 
talk with them. I trust that the Govern­
ment will not alter the time at which the 
House meets. The proper time to do our 
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work i.' during the dav time. If we sat 
at night. as soon as th~ hotels closed after 
8 o'clock~if they do close after that hour~ 
there wonld be manv more vJsJtors to 
Parliament House wh~ might expect us to 
shout them drinks. It is only natmal that 
membeJ'" will have a few drinks in those 
circumstances, a.nd that is when trouble 
con1menccs. In n1.v experience in Parlia­
ment any friction that has occurred in this 
Chamber has generally happened about mid­
mght. It is much preferable for Parlia­
HH'llt to continue sitting the honrf:. in opera· 
tio11 at present. 

~Ir. EDWARDS iX"nanoo) [11.32 a.m.]: 
The cl uti<' of members of Parliament is a 
very interesting subject. It is gener~lly 
thought by the people that the work of a 
member of Parliament is finished when the 
House Mljourns. It has been said to me, "'s 
well as to other hon. members "When are 
you going back to work?" Which conveys 
the suggestion that the only time members 
of Parliament work in the interests of their 
electors is when the House is sitting. Per­
haps the prevalence of this opinion amongst 
electors ge.nera.llv is due to the fact that 
members of Pa1:liament have in the past 
Jwglect<>d to tell the electors of the multi­
fariom duties they had to perform during 
the time Parliament was in recess. Electors 
g<>nerally do not know that their members 
may be of great assistance to them bv wav 
of getting concessions and introducing' them 
at the depa.rtm_cnts. Many electors approaclt 
then member m such matters; manv others 
do not ask him to do anything. .. 

It is apparent that Parliament and 
members of Parliament are falling into dis­
repute in this State. vVhcther that is so 
throughout Australia I am not in a position 
to state. In this State m<>mbcrs of Parlia­
ment art' vilified, not only b:: some of the 
people•, but also by a big section of the 
Preos. As a rule people do not criticise 
without reason, and we should ask ourselves. 
" vYhat is the reason for this attitude on 
the part of these people?" The reason 
for it mav be found in this Chamber. 
The bitterness displayed by members one to 
the other and misconstruction placed on 
their statements is partly responsible. If 
bv their conduct in the Chamber mem­
b€rs created a better impression it would 
QC reflected in the opinions of the people 
and Parliament would receive its due 
respect. It cannot be denied that there 
is nothing wrong with the ,ystem of parlia­
rnentar:v goyernnwnt, :but it is discouraging 
to fi.nd it belittled not only by the people 
but alw by their representatives. 

Having had the opportunity of inspecting 
the Houses of Parliament in the various 
eapitals of Australia I feel that the men 
a.nd vvomen responsible for the supervision 
and conduct of Queensland's Parliameint 
House arc to be commondcd. The conduct 
of the Honsc speaks for itsnlf. It is a credit 
to those rospr>nsiblo. Having been a member 
of this Assembly for a nnmber of years I 
claim I can speak with authority, and I 
emphasise the fact that 1 he House is a 
C'redit to the st.a.ff and· the staff a credit to 
the Homo. Hon. !ll<crnbcrs should mako 
public more often than is done the news of 
the bc·autiful appoarutll'fl of the Queensland 
Home of Parliamcn t rwd their surround­
ings. The people of Qtwonsland should be 
proud uf then1. It i~ on vcrv rare occasions 
that a private member has' an opportunity 

of voicing his sentiments in regard to the 
l:)uildings, the surroundings, and the staff 
of Parliament. and therefore I have taken 
this opportunity of doing so. 

The hon. member for Enoggera put for­
ward the suggestion that in order to obviate 
the continuous stream of callers during the 
session certain hours should be set aside 
on Fridays and Saturdavs for interviews. 
Evidently. the hon. member was speaking 
purPly from the point of view of a metro· 
politan representative. It would be utterly 
in1po~sible for the repn~sentatives of country 
elector-ates to visit their homes during thP 
\YC'ek-end and roturn i11 tirr1o for the sit­
tings on Mondays. In a number of caccs the 
train senices would not allow of its being 
done. Perhaps the difficulty of the Immbm-s 
of callNs could !Je OY<:'rcome if metropoli­
tan rBpre~entatives rl!d not encourage 
visitors of some of the class that come 
to the House. 

Mr. TAYLOR: \'\'hat is wrong with them'' 

~.1r. EDW ARDS: The hon. member knows 
what is wrong, when after being called out 
of the Chamber he has a request made to 
him for a few bob. 

Mr. T.wr.oR: Arc not they as good as the• 
class of people you interview in your <·on­
stitucncy during the week-end? 

Mr. EDvYARDS: ?\ot for a moment do 
I ,ay that thc majority of callers arc not 
her.• with I he ll'gitimatc object of endea­
vouring to c'nlist the services of a n1ernb£'r 
of ParFamcnt to do something for them in 
the interests of thl'ir businees or the obtain­
ing of honest employment. That is not the 
sort of caller to which I was referring. 
The hon. m em bm· knows yery well that 
there is a section of the community who 
arc alwavs out for what they can cadge, a.nd 
it is th!~ class that I say should not be 
encouraged. 

:Vir. TAYLOR: And they are not all in the 
rity. 

i>lr. EDWARDS: That may be so, but at 
the present time there is a system of pro­
viding rations and the giving of sustenance 
t0 our unfortunate people who ,an~ in nPed. 
Those of our people who arl' unfortunately 
in need of such help should be encouraged 
to obtain it through the proper channels. 
\Ve could thus obviate their Yisiting the 
parliamentary building and having hon. 
members called out of the Chamber durmg 
a sese-ion. It is of great adva.nt.a.go to coun~ 
try v-isitors to be able to call h.ere when the 
House is sitting-. Thev then have the oppor­
tunity of S{"Cin'-g the buil.ding and of seeing 
P"'rlia,ment in session. They hav-e the 
opportuntv of sc•eing members and, per­
haps, Ministers, and bemg able to carry 
ont the business that brought th0m from 
the countrv. It is of great a~'3istancc to 
country people in many instances as we)l 
as an education in the gov-ernment of th1s 
State. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Portiturlr rallep) 
r11.41 a.rn.l: In supporting the vote r;ow 
before this Committee, I desire to place on 
record mv appreciation of the staff of Par­
liament for their um·arving and unfailing 
courtesv and assistance. 'This Parliament is 
very fortunate in having such a splendid 
staff to carry out the numerous dutJOs we 
require of them. No matter what a member 
mav require. within reason the staff can be 
relied upon to giv-e good service and c-.·Nv 

M1". Brass-ington.] 



648 8uppl?J. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

'at:,faction. I also de.,ire to offer my con­
gratulations to Mr. Speaker for the numerous 
improvements effected t-o this building dur­
ing h1s occupancy of that positiDn. I do so 
becauw I realise the problems he has had t" 
lltPCt. It has boon rny 1ot on occasions tu 
differ from Mr. Speaker on certain points, 
but vrhateYcr rny personal opin1ons 1nay be, 
I still feel that I should place on record 
my recognition of the good sf'rYiec ho has 
rendered in that capacity. 

Some hon. members opposite have expressed 
thE'ir desire to revert to the old svstem of 
night sittings. As one who believes in tlw 
principle of day labour and maintaining 
progress where that is possible, I desire 
to express my opposil ion to that sugg€•stion 
as being unsound. All hon. members on 
this side devote the whole of their time 
to carrying out their duties a3 members of 
Pa.rliarnent. rrhey come dovvn here every 
day for that purpose. Therefore, we can 
see no definite or sound case for altering the 
present svstem to the well-worn one of sit­
ting at night. Hon. members opposite have 
been notf'd for many yPars for their argu­
ments in favour of the n)introduction of 
that old-time system. 

l\1r. CLAYTON: Not all of us. 

l\1r. BRASSINGTON: Most of thPrn It 
is easy to see why hon. members opposite 
favour that sy,tE'm. The reason v1as given 
by the hon. member for Isis this morning 
when he referred to the fact that he had 
a private incorne iu addition to his salary 
as a member of Parliament. It is plain 
that the majority of the hon. members 
opposite have business interc:-ts, and des~re 
to attend to those interests for the majcr 
portion of the day and attend this .Assembly 
at night sitting-in other words to devote 
the fag end of their intelligence tu the 
business of the community. 

An OPPOSITION ME}JBER: That is not so. 

::\1r. BRASSI)JGTON: Let us cast our 
minds over the happenings of past years. 
I could r.ame a large number of memben 
of the Opposition Party who attended to 
their businesses in the city during the early 
P.art of the day and attendee! the night sit­
tmgs of this House, there to give the fag 
Pnd of their intelligence to the sel'\'icc.o of 
their country. I am of cpinion that wltP!l 
a n1an enters Parliament his duty is to gj,~p 
his full service to the people. acd if it en\,ils 
a sacrifice to carry out that ideal, it i- h · s 
dutv to make that sacrifice. and to be hero 
at ~!! times. He must bv virtue of his fJ8si­
tion endeavour to Mltisfv the needs of his 
constituents. Hon. menibers opposite can­
not make a success of their renres ·ntation if 
they de,-ote portion of the'r time to outside 
int0r0~t~ and the rf'rnainine- portion to par1irr­
Jncnt:•rv dutic~. 

J\h. DANIEL: \\'hat about the solicitore 
on :, our side? 

.:VIr. BRASSINGTO:\"': Tbe hon. member-; 
eeferred to arc hero in this Assembly during 
the \vhole of the sittings. and no argument 
ean be brought forward by hon. members 
o;oposite to challenge their position. The 
professional men on this side seem to attend 
to their affairs outside the House before thP 
sitting hours of Parliament, and they arc 
here practically the whole time attending 
lJ thflir parli8:rncntnr:v dPt~P~. ~~'l soun~l 
case has heen made out for the resurrection 
of a system that is dead and gone, and 

[Mr. Brasst"ngton. 

'onfcrrcd no benefit whatever on the State' 
while it existed. 

I support the remarks of the hon. membee 
for South Brisbane, who !his morning did 
a great service to this Parliament b.Y pla~ing 
before the people many facts concerning the 
work of hon. rr1cmbers. 'rhcre i:;.; a genera] 
impression that memLers of Parliament are 
in a fortunate position and are receiving 
benefits from the community, holding soft 
jobs. and having very little responsibility 
to the people. I takP this opportunitv of 
endeavouring to dispel that illusion, and of 
,ayir.lg· that if a member of Parllamem 
carncs out his duties conscientiously he 
will find ample work to occupy the whole 
of the time at his disposal. In my own 
case, ~o far as possible I rnPet rny con­
stituents and-within a reaeonable limit a,; 
laid down bv the practice of members of 
Parliament-do anv business they desire me 
to transact. 

I take exception to the remarks of the 
lion. member for :\'anango that persons 
conlP here of a type hon. members should 
not encourage. I consider that is unfair and 
unreasona blc and is more or less a libel on 
unfortvnate ;nernbers of the community who 
in their extremity must turn to their poli­
tic'Ll r·epresentati,~es for advice. I make no 
apology to the hon. member for :\"'anango, 
or to anyone else, for the fact that I have 
met these people, or for the fact that vc·ry 
often my humble advice has been the mean' 
of getting for members of that unfortunate 
section of the communitv some better treat­
ment than thev had re'ccived in the pa't. 
Anyone ,vho savys it is wrong for a n1ernber 
of Parliament to do that does not know tlw 
duties of the office. If it is wrong for me 
to do that I can only oay that there is no 
other course open to me, because so long as 
I am found here as a member of Parliament T 
feel it is my duty and responsibility ~o mec•t 
mv constituents and to take a-S n1uch Intere.;;t 
as' I can in their welfare. 

Hon. members opposite and the pul::lie 
must realise that in addition to the necessity 
of mcPt:ng constituents a responsibility is 
placed on many members in connection with 
organisatioiJS with~n their elcctorateR. The 
general pnblic fail to realise that if hon. 
members on this side do not devote a reason­
able portimr of their time to party organisa­
tion within their electorates it may not be 
possible for the Labour Party to retain the 
popularity that it has enjoyed down through 
the years. It is put of the duty of a membe,· 
of Parliament to give a fair menwre of 
attcnticn to the organi>ation within his area, 
to be !oval to his party. and to '"" thnt its 
marhinel-y is up to the highe't point of 
cffiC'ienc\'. I make these remarks because I 
fed th~t many of our own supporters do 
not real'se the importance of that work 
and so that the people may know that th" 
time of a member of Parliament is fully 
occupied. 

It should also be the duty of a member 
of Parliament to give close attention to the 
major problems affecting the welfare of thc­
people. It is their duty to study social 
and economic problems with a view to under­
standing them, to obtain a working know­
ledge of parliamentary procedure, and to 
become thoroughly a'cquainted with the 
various measures that are introduced from 
time to time. Those duties are very 
important in themselves. 

Mr. O'KITEFE: They are the main duties. 
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Mr. BRASSINGTO;>.;: As the hon. mem­
Ler for Cairns interjects, thev are the main 
duties. A conscientious member will devote 
a considerable portion of his time to a con­
sideration of these important problems. The 
impression is held in certain quarters that 
parliamentarians have very little work to 
do, but a very good case can be made out 
by the conscientious member of Parliament 
who endeavours to do his work faithfullv 
and well. · 

The impression is also held by a certain 
section of the people that the salary paid 
to an hon. rnon1ber is out of all reason in 
con1parison with the services rendered. 1 
emphatically assort that the salarv is not 
';'Xcessive, it is little enough. The irnpression 
Is aloo held that hon. members aro paid 
their salaries free of income tax-another 
mistaken idea that can and should h8 
ref~1ted. Members of. Parliament mu•,t pay 
the1r share of taxatron in common with 
~very other citizen in the community. There 
Is also the mistaken conception out.ide that 
members of Parliament are in receipt of 
uurnerous concessions fron1 certain quarters, 
but that. too. is not a fact. 1\iy experience 
as a n1en1b('l' of Parhantent is that alnlOl:it 
without C'xception 1 have had to pay for my 
Plllertommcnt. I bchevc that that is the 
'ound principle to adopt. As a member of 
Parliament I ask for and expect no con­
c~~sions ft·orn :any section or p(~rson outside 
tlns As·•2mbly. The financial position of a 
memlhr of Parliament sh<;mld be thoroughl0 
considered eo that a fan and reasonable 
salary may be laid down enabling him to 
can_y . out. his duties according to the best 
trnchtlmis of Parlrament. Members of Par­
liament are subject to a good deal of misre­
presentation and abuse that they certainly 
do Lot deserve. Before I came into the 
Chamber this morning I completed the duty 
of replying to a number of requests for 
donations. That is ono very important 
phase of the calls on members of Parlia­
ment. It is one for which hon. members 
arc given no credit. Complaint cannot be 
made that we enjoy high salarie'l and at 
the same time we must be given credit for 
the many calls rnade on our purses. 

. There is also the bigger and broader prin­
Ciple of Parlrament as an institution. In 
every country, throughout recent years, a 
decided a.ttempt has been ma.de to discredit 
and belittle Parliament. In many countries 
Parliament has been abolished. \Ve have 
in Australia. the finest and best form of 
government to be found in the world. The 
principles of government in this Common­
wealth are the best because they are the 
broad generous principles of democracy­
a form of government tha.t must be cherished, 
protected, and fought for wherever it is 
attacked. It would be a sad day if ever 
the efforts succeeded of those in this countrv 
who seek to discredit and destroy Parlia­
ment. It would be a sa.d day, indeed, if 
we ha.d to resort to the system mtroduced 
elsewhere, such as the dictatorships in 
Germany and Italy. I say in all sincerity 
that the people of this Commonwealth must 
protect themselves from such inflictions. It 
is up to the people to recognise their urgent 
responsibilities in that direction. Parlia­
ment must be supreme and its rights pre­
eerved. It is only right that members of 
this Parliament should do everything within 
their power to uphold the rights of Parlia.­
ment and the people in order that this 

institution can be continued in the best 
interests of the people. Interested people 
can criticise and say wha.t they like. They 
can criticise democracy; they can criticise 
Parliament. That is their right in a, 
democracy, but they cannot point to 
any better system, they cannot point 
to a, country that has as good a system 
as tho party system in Australia. There 
is nothing wrong with democracy. There 
IS nothing wrong with constitutional 
government. All the dogmas that have been 
introduced from other countries and the 
opinions of democracy that have been voiced 
by its opponents a.re found to have no basis 
when it is remembered that democra.cy must 
depend for its very existence on the people's 
will, because it is they who have the power 
of electing representatives to our Parlia­
ments. Boiled down, the principles of 
democracy are the people's most priceless 
possession. That standard of Parliament 
the work it accomplishes, and the progres~ 
tt makes are but a reflex of the opinions 
of the gener!Ll public. The very high 
standard of th1s Parlrament, supported as it 
ts b,v the splendid work of the Government. 
is a true reflex of the dc,sires of the people 
for progressive government. Let me add 
this important point: the people cannot 
only maintain this democratic system, they 
can study its weaknesses and improve it. 
The last court of appeal is the people. 
Consequently, it is their responsibility to 
maintain or improve Parliament as thev 
desire. I sincerely regret the attempt made 
m certain quarters to bclittce Parliament 
in an attempt to weaken its foundations 
because, I repeat, the most priceless posses: 
s1onB of the people are democracy and their 
rrght to elect representatives to this Parlia­
ment to make the laws of the countrv. The 
people should realise the onerous ta,;k, that 
face members of Parliament. If thev do 
so, they will appreciate the many diflicttltie' 
that confront them, thev will admit that 
!hey rnay l1ave been rnisgt~idcd in their vlew" 
111 the past, and recognise that their repre­
S<'ntatives give their best services to the 
State. If we arc loyal to this institution 
an cl the people are loy a! to it. then it w1 I 
go on indefinitely applying the principles 
?f den:ocracy in the interests of the people 
m a smcere attempt to soh·e their diflicul­
ties. If democracy in Parliament fails to 
do that, if a, dictatorship or eome other 
system supersedes it, it will be a poor look 
out for the people. 

:Vir MAHER (West Jiorrton) [12 uoonl: 
The ~on .. member for Enoggcra appeared 
to thmk 1t would be wise if we were to 
adopt Monday sittings. As the hon. mem­
ber for Cunningham pointed out, if they 
were adopted country members would find 
it very difficult to return from their homes 
in order to attend the opening of Par lia­
ment on Monday morning. There are onlv 
a few country districts where the train o.r 
bus facilities would ena.ble members to return 
on Monday morning in time: consequently 
the bulk of the country members would need 
to stay in Brisbane for the whole period of 
the parliamentary session. I do not think 
the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Enogg·cra will commend itself to the com­
monscnse of the Committee'. 

I sug-ge~t to tlw Prcrn1cr and i.hP GnY~rn~ 
mcnt that tlwv return to the ,,·stem of after­
noon and night sittings. I know the Premier 

llfl'. Jlaher.] 



650 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

has on different occasions expressed opposi­
tion to evening sittings; but there is very 
much to recommend that system. 

The PREMIER: I was in this Parliament 
when the House used to adjourn regularly 
at 11.30 p.m. I remember sitting from 
Wednesday at 3.30 p.m. until Frida.y morn­
ing. We do not want to go back to that 
practice. 

Mr. MAHER: I quite agree with the 
Premier. I do not desire to see such a 
practice established in this Chamber, but I 
venture to say it is quite practicable for 
reasonable rnen to cmn1nenco the afternoon 
se"ion at 2.30 p.m. and rise a.t 9.30 p.m., 
ju:":t e.: conBi8tently as we are able to com­
mence at 10.30 a.m. and conclude at 5.30 
p.m. 

The PnEMIER : There may be some other 
hon. members like you who would prolong 
the debate and we should not get the busi­
ness through. 

.Yir. MAHER: I can assure the hon. gentle­
man that by 9.30 p.m. the bulk of the hon. 
rnell!bers would be disposed to call it a day. 
I think there is a great deal of merit in 
the system adopted when the Moore Govern­
lllC'Ilt were in po\ver. That syste1n js n1ore 
or less traditienal \Vith hon. rnprnbors on 
this side of the Clmmber. 

ThP aru-ument ad van cod bv the hen. mem­
b,,~ f~r Fortitude Vall(~y thRt this i~ 1nerely 
n subterfug-e to ~uit tlJP interests of hon. 
JllC'Hlhcr~ of the Opposition 1Yho ha ye busi­
IH "A f'onrwctions js not altogether correct) 
although it may \Vork out that way ii?- so1no 
isolated instances; but in the mam my 
parliamentary experience leads me to think 
that members should have their mornings 
free to attend to the large volume of corres­
pondence they receive-particularly country 
rnemhers-and to -visit the Govern1nent 
departments. That would also meet the 
argument of the hon. mernber for Enoggera 
who said he would like to ha.-e Fridavs <J.ncl 
Saturdavs free in order that he might "attend 
to the personal calls of his constitLa>nts and 
not be worried by them while Parliament 
was sitting. I find it difficult to understand 
whv Ministers cannot seo the virtue of even­
ing· sittings, beca.use they would then have 
ample time to receive deputations during 
the mornings when they would be he<' from 
JHl rlian1ent::u·.r worries. 

The PREMIER: A Mini,ter would recein> 
deputations at night when the House was 
sitting during the clay. 

:Mr. MAHEH: He would ha.ve the mom­
ing free if Parliament opened in the after­
noon. He then would have the whole after­
noon and the evening to devote to his par­
liamentary duties. 

A GoVERlOIEJ>.T lHE;\IBER : Should he work 
overtirnc? 

::Vlr. MAHER: It might impose overtime 
conditions on him, but are they not alr<'ady 
imposed on him 1 In order that a MinictPJ­
of the Crown may get through his work and 
attend the sittings of Parliament a' wdl, 
does he not have to work overtime either 
late at night or early in the morning'! 

The PREMIER : Sometimes both. 

Mr. MAHER: Sometimes both. In fact, 
everybody worth while has had to burn the 
midnight oil. The individual, in order to 
make a success in life, has to expend a 
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great amount of energy and show great 
cletermmation, and this usually involves the 
burning of the midnight oil. _ He who 
watches th<' clock when at h1s work IS 

always the drifter. In all big tbings of 
Lfe we have to exert ourselves beyond 
onr desires and therefore afternoon sittings 
should hav~ a great appeal to hon. members 
from the star;dpoint of convenience. 

There is another factor, related to the 
convenience of the public. A great lJ~unbcr 
of people would like the opportumty of 
listening io parliamentary debate,_ Thif> 
they are precluded from domg benuso of 
the day sittings" The vast maJUrlty of 
people have to attend to thmr daily wo~·k, 
and thercforp hanl no chance of attPuclmg 
a sitting of Parliament. With afternoon 
sittino-s those interested would be able to 
attend and listen to the proceedings. The 
public should be encouraged to rake an 
interest in the doings o£ Parliament. They 
should be given the opportumty of learnmg· 
the different viewpoints of members repro­
ser:ting the two great political parties of the 
State. From all standpoints, a grPat case 
has been made out in favour of cvemng 
sittings. 

Dealing with the question of the work _of 
members of Parliament, the term ·· parha­
rnentarv salarv'' is something in the nature 
of a misnomer. In point of actual fact 
the sum of £500 per annum is really a 
parliamentary allowance. I am prepared to 
<av that an hon. member who give' atten­
tion to his electoratP and the requirements 
of his el!'ctors and also the problems con­
fronting this Parliament is not hy anv means 
overpaid at £500 per annum. As a matter 
of het, having regard to the many calls 
that are made on hlm-wh1ch are referred 
to bv the hon. member for FortitudP VallPy 
-an·cl are inseparable from the work. the. 
petrol and oil used in his motor car and 
and the hire of cars~ that j.., ncces:mry fron1 
time to time in order to get O\'Pr a large 
countrv PlPctorate. hPavv jnroads n re rnade 
iu his~ salarv. I Inu.st ~onfPss it ha:-. often 
been a problenl to me bott: n1e1n\?f'rs "\Y~th 
no ot.her source of incorne than the1r parlia­
mPnbrv sala-ries are able to subsist-that 
is. if thev ha.-e the same calls upon them 
that I h·ave had. I have no doubt they 
haYe. At the same time the point ID he· 
considered is : is the time opportune'? \\'hen 
the State is prosperous there would be a 
case for an increased allowanc0, but we are 
reallv still in a rather difficult period. In 
yiew"' of the budgetary position .. the need 
tn keep in view the general wellbemg of the 
State and the thousands of our fellow citizens 
who cannot g-ot a job I find it rather hard 
to support 'an increase in parliamentary 
salaries. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orden. 

Mr. TAYLOR (rJnoggrra) fl2.10 p.m.]: 
The hon. member for West Moreton has 
been pondering ov<'r the problem I set 
when I suggested that Parliament should 
sit on certain clays of the week so that 
other days would be free for the wterview­
ing of constituents. I am pleased that my 
arguments have caused some discussion. _I 
knew that mv suggestion would not suit 
the country members, and if it does not 
meet the general convenien~C'. ~ ;;;uggcf't 
that it might be better for Parliament_ to 
commence its session in the second or third' 
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week of July instead of waiting until Sep­
tember. If we did that, and sat for three 
davs in each week, we could complete the 
w;rk b~- the tirne it now takes, without 
sitting "double-days." That would probably 
be a solution of the problem of finding­
time to carry out parliamentary duties and 
attending to the wants of constituents. rrhe 
GoYcrnrncnt should give so1nc considPration 
to the question of opening Parliarncnt 
earlier in ~.he year in future. 

The TREASCRER: The opening of Parlia­
ment is det•'rmined bv the end of the fina!J-
.cial year. · 

Mr. TA YLOR: I realise that. but it 
might be possible to adopt my suggestion 
,o thar members might have a little time 
to attend to the requirements of their ccnJ­
~tiiuE'nt';, 

:\1r. '\I cLEAN (Bunrlub> rg) [12.12 p.m.] I 
a1so desire to express my appreciation of 
the courteous attent;on and dticient dis­
charge of their duties by the oflicE•rs of 
Parlianwnt. .._4._ point cccurs to me concerning 
the dignity of Parliament. Every pm·lia­
Ulenta rian ha~ a certain an1ount of dignit·y 
to preservn. I believe that a g-reat deal 
IUOl'e dlgnlty could be observe-d by rnen1bers 
{:f Parliarnent without in any 'rr:ty ce:t~lng 
to be affable to their constituents. You. 
1\fr. Hamon, the Temporary Chairman. and 
Mr. Speaker. would be greatly assisted if 
the inane. f'' nseless. and pcrsoJJa1 iuterjpc~ 
t'ons tl1at are thrown acrcss this Chamber 
''"ere to cease. so that we could attrnd to 
the busin< 3S of tho Statr•. (Oppu>itinn 
laug-hter.) The hon. member for Dalby 
laughs. HP is the greatest offender of them 
all. Dnd T do not desire to soc th0 rPpetlt-ion 
-of a cli>plny of politic:>! larrikinism such 
a" was g·iven by a \Yon1an who ('hained her­
self to the galkr_y-an incident with which 
the hon. member for Dalby 'vas rlooely 
U'-SOCiatcd. 

l\1• GonFREY MoRGA;:>; : That is an abso~utc 
lie. 

}Ir. C."lcLEA.i'\: The hon. member for 
Dalbv ""' closely asoociatcd with that 
incident. 

The CHA IR.l\IAI\1 : Order ~ I ask the 
hon. member for Dalbv to withdraw the 
word ''lie .. , · 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN : I ask that the hem. 
mPmber for Bundaberg withdraw the state­
ment that I was associated with that incident, 
I had nothing whateYcr to do with it. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member 
to withdraw the word "lie." 

1\Ir. GODFREY MoRGAN: I withdraw the 
word "lie,'' and I ask that the h011. mem­
ber for Bundaberg withdraw his statement. 
I had nothing whatever to do with that 
incident. 

The CHAIR::\1AK : The hon, member for 
Dalby has denied the accusation made 
against him by the hon, member for Bunda­
berg. I ask the hon. member for Bundaberg 
lo withdraw that accusation. 

Mr. :t-IcLEAK: I am basing my state­
ment on the fact that the hon, member 
for Dalby was associated with this woman 
for one hour prior to her advent into this 
.'l.ssembly. Whilst he was speaking in this 
Chamber he cast his eyes up to that woman, 
he ~rnil0d~-

T!Jc CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. 
member for Dalby has denied association 

with that incident, and I ask the hon. mem­
ber for Bundaberg to withdraw the asser· 
tion. 

Mr. McLEAN: I withdraw the sta.tcrnent, 
but I still desire to sav that I was influenced 
in making that stato;nent by the fact that 
the hon. member for Dalbv was in this 
woman's con1pany for one ho~u· prior to her 
coming into this Chamber, 

Mr. MAHER: .-\.re you a private detective·: 
(Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMA:\T: Order ~ 

Mr. McLEAN : If our frienJ were as 
intelligent as he is humorous he would be 
the genius of this Chamber. I do not desire 
to see this larrikinism displayed in the 
Assombl;<', and I believe that the dignity of 
Parliament could be raised a f{JTat deal if 
members would restrict themsel '""' to the 
nerformance of the duties they arc called 
here to perform. 

:Mr. GODFREY ::\lfORGA.i'\ (Dalliy) [12.16 
p.m.]: I desire to say, Mr. Hanwn, that the 
statement made hy the hon. member that 
Mrs. Sally had seen me that morning, as 
she had seen me on many occas~ons, 1s 
perfectly correct. 

1\Ir. IVALKER: She had seen me that morn­
ing, too. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAI\': Mrs. Sally 
has come to me on many occasions and I 
have made it my duty to see her. It is 
ridiculous to suggest that I had anything 
to do with tho incident referred to. You 
might as well blame the hon. member for 
Cooroora, who was in her company after I 
was. So far as smiling at her is concerned, 
I can honcstlv sav I did not know the woman 
was in the gallery when I was delivering 
my speech. I was not associated with the 
incid('nt in any vvay. 

IIox. G. POLLOGK {r:-rrgory) [12.17 
p.n1.]: T \\isk to thank hon. 1nernb l':S O'~'"! 
hdwlf of the officon of the House, who art< 
unable to express their personal aprreciation. 
for the very many kind things said of them. 
As to myself. as the principal officer of tile 
House, I do not quite know whether the lack 
of criticism was due to satisfaction with the 
work that has been done or whether it was 
an indication of a belief that it is not much 
use trying to get me to do anything. I 
prefer to believe that the former was the 
general ~pirit prevailing. 

Au interesting matter, which was raised 
by the hon. member for Dalby, concerns the 
oxistcnro of borers in the parquetry fioor:-J. 
F'irst of all. the real idea of laying parquetry 
floors in this building does not seem to have 
been fully appreciated evc11 by some mem­
bers of Parliament. 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: Especially by those 
members who have fallen hard! 

HoN. G. POLLOOK: Probably so. The 
truth is that after investigation into the 
costs of putting new linoleum in this build­
ing, and comparison with the costs of other 
forms of flooring, it was found, to my 
amazement, that the very best parquetry, 
which is almost ever!Hstmg, was only about 
20 per cent. clearer than linoleum. The 
parquetry within this House is composed 
Pntirely of Queensalnd hardwood. It B 

three-eighths of an inch thick, tongued and 
g-rooved, and held to the main floor by a 
couple of centre-punched secret na1ls in each 
piece. That floor, although only 20 per 
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ceut. clearer than I inoleum will be here I 
b~lieve, as long as the ' House is hdre. 
Lmoleum has an effective useful life of only 
five years, so that there is a tremendous 
economy. 

In the second place, in these days of 
unemployment it is important to remember 
that. 75 per cent: of the cost of parquetry 
floormg goes mto paying the labour 
employed m laying it within the House and 
the oth~r 25 per cent. is spent upon Qc{eens­
laud t1mber, whereas most linoleum is 
brought from elsewhere. 

Further than that, there is the advantag·e 
of having in Parliament House-a place 
seen by thousands of visitors from our own 
State and from abroad every year-a floor 
that can be a show floor for the whole of the 
State, to give people from outside an idea 
as to the worth of our timbers and their 
utility. Although there have been ono or 
two accidents on the floors I believe that in 
tho loug run the work will have been well 
worth while for the State. The main idea 
behind the laying of the parquetry floors 
was to show what beautiful furnishings could 
be manufactured from our hardwood timbers 
and it is very doubtful if there are parquetry 
floors. m any other part of Australia so 
beautJful as some of those in Parliament 
House. ·who would h<Lve belim·ed for in­
stance, that the much-maligned a:nd very 
common blue gum ,;ould make the beautiful 
corridor floors in this building? It has been 
an object lesson not onlv to me but I 
believe to every other hOJ1. membe; and to 
visitors from other parts of )l.ustralia and 
abroad. 

The parquetry floor was laid down by 
yY1lson Hart and Co., of Maryborough. 
~ aturally, the Speaker always has to give an 
ear to Government pohcy and if it had been 
practicable the job would have been carried 
~ut ?Y day labour. But the Department of 
I ubhc Works has no parquetry experts, nor 
has 1t any rnachmery for the job. There is 
uol, sufficient demand for this type of work to 
>'arrant its setting. up an expert llooriug 
staff. So rt was dec1ded to ,,ntrust the work 
to men who knew how to do the job. And 
they d1d 1t well. They were verv careful in 
car~ying out their work, they tO'ok a pride 
m 1t, and they went to endless trouble to 
give us a job that would be an advertise­
ment not only for the State but also for 
th:ir own c~mpany in Maryhorough. I 
thmk any unh1ased man will admit that thcv 
succeeded to an admirable degree. , 

1t seems to me very unlikely that borers 
were introduced into this buildin~ with the 
timber. I should like to mention "that there 
arc approximately 80,000 small parquetry 
boards m the floors of this building, but onlv 
ono out of those SO,COO has been found to he 
affected by borcre, and that ome twelv'' 
months after the floors wero laid. It is onlv 
about three weeks ago that the floor polislw.r 
drew my attention to rho fact that borero 
·wf'rc prcscr1t in ono sn1all 11iece of bo.'lrd in 
the billiard room floor. I-Ie discovered their 
presence as a result of his usual practice of 
makmg; a very careful inspection of the 
floors each morning. He noticed that saw­
dust appeared to have come from tinv ITimlet 
holes in the board. There were pr~babl ;-
80 to lOO borers in that ono piece of wood. 
It was removed. the immediate surroundin"s 
wore poisoned, and the board replaced. It i~ 
unlikely that there will be anv further 
inroads by borers, but if there a;e we can 
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safely leave the floors in the hands of this 
man, who was one of the gang of parquetry 
layers before he applied for the position of 
floor pohsher. It is ridiculous to create 
the' impression that the attacks bv borl'rs in 
the parquetry floor are widespread, when it 
is remembered that only one out of the 
80,000 boards was affected. After a very 
ihorough and careful examination it was 
discovered that there were three other 
boards containing flight holes, that is. holes 
made by borers when they made their exit 
from the wood, probably in the log, at a 
certain stage of their lives. Those holes had 
been plugged with polish prior to being 
laid. These boards arc not infected bv 
borers, but, obviously, thov were infccte~t 
at one time. It seei11s hai·dly likely that 
there is any considerable number of borers, 
or, mdeed, any borers now in the parquetry 
floor. Before the flooring was laid it was 
treated specially in the kiln of the Forestry 
Sub-Department. That is to sa!, each piece 
of tunber was subjected to the application 
of heat and seasoned and tested under the 
" blinker " process until it vvas found to 
contain only 10 per cent. of moisture. The 
process removed almost all of the moisture 
from the timber. The same result is 
achieved as in the seasoning of timber that 
has been left in the driest portions of 
vV est ern Queensland for two or three years. 
The floors would be unlikely, after having 
been submitted to that preparation, to con­
tain any borers or insect life of anv kind. 
It is reasonable to assume that the. borers 
were in the main floor before the parquetry 
was la1d. or that thev infected thi; board 
by flight from elsewhere. That frequently 
happens. A person may erect a l1ouse and 
carefully inspect ear:h piece of timber before 
it is fitted and discover a few months after­
wards that borers have infected it. 

Mr. CLAYTO~: They can be introduced into 
a house in a load of firewood. 

HoK. G. POLLOCK: At anv rate, 
believe that the slight coat of wa'x: that has 
been applied to the parquetry floors will act 
as a preventive of the incursion of anv 
insect life. I am not afraid of any difficulty 
in this matter. 

There is a good deal in the point raised 
by the hon. member for \Vest Moreton as 
to the difficulty experienced in walkiniT on 
the floors. I have given a good de.:'l of 
attention to it. Those of us who are in the 
building regularly get into the habit of 
making a perfect " pancake landing " and 
hftve no difficulty in walking around it 
People who walk in from the street and 
imagine that they can walk along th~o~ 
parquch·y floors in the same careless wav 
without minding their steps as thev do 
outside, are apt to come to grief. In order 
to minimise that difficulty as much as 
possible I have had notices prepare-d anr) 
placed at m·cry entrance warning the people 
of the danger of skidding on the floors. In 
order to remove that possibilitv it wonld 
be necessary to place rubber strit;s along the 
whole of the corridors. I am ,ati,fiPd that 
would not be very effective unles.s they 
covered the whole width of the corridor. The 
whole of the beautiful parquetry flooring 
would then be concealed. Otherwise immedi­
ately one left the centre :;trip he' would be 
just as prone to slip on the polished Aoor 
as though no strip was there at ail. I do 
not bdicvc that difficulty can be overcome> 
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unless the parqudry floor IS remonod alto­
gether. I would not recommend that. 
People walk;ng around the building can, 
with proper care and .a little thought, avoid 
few clairns fer da1nagc..-. 

Mr. MAHER: \Ve shall probably have a 
tP'\,\ c lairns for darnages. 

lio:N. C- POLLOCK : I do not think we 
,h:tll. \Ye have Pxhibitcd notic:, warning 
visitob that they must beware of the polished 
floors, that they are slippery. In any case 
"·e can easily overcome that difficulty. 
Personally, I believe the floors are worth 
while and unless the House asks me to do it, 
I should not dream of altering them for 
reasons I have already mentioned. 

There is no doubt that much useful work 
can b8 done round Parliament House in tho 
future. The people who built Parliament 
House gave us a building of which we can 
all be proud. They built well. They built 
the best Parliament House in all Australia. 
At all events, with the exception of the 
Federal Parliament House at Canberra, 
which I have not seen, I have not seen its 
equal. The Parliament House of Queensland 
otands out as a piece of Romanesque archi· 
tecture without peer in the State Parliament 
Houses of Australia. It would be to our 
everlasting discredit if we allowed such a 
beautiful building to fall again intcJ the 
disrepair that it reached prior to Ul32. It 
is the dutv of hon. members to see that it 
is kept ir1 its precent state of repair and 
that improvements are made from time to 
time. There are still rooms in the building 
that have to be painted. I expect to be able 
to undertake that work as funds are avail· 
able, commencing during the present recess. 
I have chosen that time because Parliament 
will not be sitting-which i, important-and 
also because our seasonal industries come to 
a close about the end of the year and it is 
desirable to provide as much employment as 
possible at that period. I believe a good 
purpose will be served in many respects by 
having that work undertaken early in tho 
:\few Year. That will complete the renova­
tion of the interior of the building. 

The conduct of members of Parliament, 
the Yisits of constituents to them and other 
associated subjects are matters that lie 
within the jurisdiction of hon. members 
themselves. I have often felt-I am only 
giving my personal viewpoint-that no man 
would come into a court and ask to interview 
a juryman during the time that juryman 
was sitting on a case, nor would he ask a 
judge to leave his ordinary duties during the 
hearing of a case in order to attend to him. 
If hon. members wish to overcome the diffi­
culty caused by the number of visitors, many 
of whom perhaps desire to see members in 
regard to trivial matters-although some 
people come here to see members on very 
important matters, and in many cases this is 
the only place to 1vhich they can come to see 
a member-it is merely a matter of carrying 
a resolution and asking me to give the 
necessary instruction to prevent people from 
coming here to interview me1nbers during 
sitting hours. If that were done the diffi­
culty would arise of discriminating between 
ordinary visitors who wished to listen to 
proceedings in Parliament and hanJ an inter­
"·lcw with a ntembc-r on a ruaiter of cons-e­
quence while they were here, and those who 
nwrely cam<' here-as so many do at times. 
unfortunatelv-to make themseh·os a nui~:;anrn 
to members of Parliament. The matter could 

only be arranged if hon. members came to 
an understanding that unless it was a case 
of emergency or urgency they would not 
interview visitors during the period when 
the House was sitting. If that arrangement 
were arrived at I should have to do my 
best to see that it was carried out-and it 
might not be a bad scheme. On our peak 
dav we had 320 visitors. That would be a 
lar:ge number of people to be visiting Parlia­
ment when it was sitting; and undoubtedly 
that number of Yisitors would seriously 
interfere with the concentration of members 
on whatever work may be m hand. 

At 12.32 p.m., 
11r. Knm (.}1aree), one of the panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

HoN. G. POLLOCK: Any alteration in 
the present system is a. matter for hon. 
members, and I must accept their instruc­
tions in that respect. 

I do not think there is anything more I 
can usefully add, Mr. King, except to thank 
hon. members for the co-oj'leration they have 
given me during the past four years or so 
and to express the hope that if they have 
any ideas at ar.y time for an improvement 
in the conditions surrounding Parliament 
House or the conditions under which hon. 
members perform their duties, I have a room 
to which every hon. member is welcome to 
come at any time he pleases to tell me those 
ideas-and perhaps hear my ideas on the 
matter if I do not agree with him. I do 
welcome ideas, and in this reo;pect I wish 
to use this fact as an illustration. I have 
heard a number of arguments in regard to 
the white lines in Queen street-and this is 
somewhat of a digression, but it is for the 
purpose of illustration-and the way people 
were compelled to walk across them for a 
time. I am not concerned with that because 
I realise that behind it all-this m a v or 
may not be a tribute to the Ilome Secretary 
-is the fact that the rnan who is controlling 
that department has ideas of his own or is 
willing to listen to ideas. ·when good idea., 
are put into prar·tice they will remain: the 
bad ideas will always be laughed out by 
the public. Some men are not afraid of new 
ideas and not afraid of trying ones in 
regard to which they have some little doubt. 
I welcome the co-operation of hon. members 
m the direction of improving the surround­
ings of Parliament House. 

:VIr. IL\.:.JE (East Toowoom.bfl) L12.35 
p.m.] : It is a ,-ery charming experieneo 
to hear parliaJnentarians saying such plea­
sant things alJout th<•mselvc•s aHd proha )_, 
[ should have much 'preferred to remain in 
'he role of listener had it not been fm tbc 
u.nu~ual circunlSta-IlCE.'s In which I find 
myself-almost in accord with the seHti­
mcnh expressecl by members of the Oppo,i. 
tion. The opportunity to express myself 
on this matter may not occur again. Vlhen 
hon. members spoko about the time prrrl"a.­
nientarv salaries were reduced it appeared 
to me ··as though there was a leaking mJt. 
of the truth. One ran Yisualiso the Oppc·•i­
tion. then in goYcrntnent, getting togethPr 
a.nd: according to their own admission, say· 
ing, " V{ e will re~uca p_arliamcntary, sala;,rie1 
becan>e we can lrve Without them. 1he:.· 
tt:t a sta!-,dard of a hl'o-rnan job for a one­
nlan f'alary~. This tnorning they ~a~.T it is 
i1npo~sible to live npou their par1ian1er1~ary 
salaries without other sources of i--como 

Jlr. J(aw .1 
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fron1 ut Lcr occupations. An hon. 1netnber 
'en gr "" omly adrmtted that he could not 
ln e on lns parhan1entary salary and 1t 
would be very difficult for him to carry on 
without· another source of income. His 
admission is capable of two interpretations: 
<lithcr the amount he recerves from Pm·­
liawc·nt i' lr<s than his worth, or the amount 
he nl:._·eiYt', fron1 other sources is 'lnore 
thiill his worth. In addition to metropolitan 
members and country members, there is a 
third class that cannot be included under 
r•ithcr of thc,~;e heading~-those n1ombors 
who represent the larger towns situa.ted in 
the countrv. The expenses of weekly vrsrts 
to the , a.i,ital arc the greatest drain on 
their limited salaries. For that reason alone, 
without any other, I say the existing- salary 
of £500 per annum, less reductions, rs 
totallv inadequate for members. I do not 
wish to bG misunderstood. Cities like Rock· 
hampton, Bundaberg, Ipswich, and To<?· 
woomba necessitate weekly vrsrts from thell' 
representatives in P~rliar_nent .. Those mem­
bers who have such crtres m therr areas repre· 
•ent conglomerate electorates. We have 
to combine the duties of both metropolrtan 
a.ncl country representatives. During our 
sojourn in the country centres we have our 
town callers, and I make the request that 
the Government provide in each of the 
cities for the use of members accommoda­
tion reasonably compar.able with th_at SUJ?· 
plied to metropolitan members . m t~rs 
building. \Ve do not ask for anythwg qurte 
~o grand, but th0rc Is a vast chfference 
hctween the standard of the appointments 
anrl conveniences provided in this building 
for the convenience of members and that 
which we perforce find for ourselves in our 
country centres. I certainly appreciate the 
appointments in this building and the 
courtesy and the help afforded me in the per­
fonnar{er; of n1y numerous duties as .a repre· 
sentativc of the people, but it would_ be_ some 
n10asure of consolation for comparative Jncon­
Yeniencc in thG country if at loast suitable 
a.ccommoclation were provided in country 
rcntrPs. It is nPecssarv that a country 
member should frequently visit the \'.<J.rio!ls 
portion~ of his elcetorat0. ThPsc vtsits 
Pnta il the· r•xpencliture of a .;oou deal ot 
hrnP and ~-ncrgy and fir:ar:cf'. One also nePds 
a Jllutnr ear, a typc-nvnter. ana rnan.v. other 
facilitif'o in crder to dral adequatolv •nth the 
nurnt:rons Inatters brought under his :f!Otico. 
Ct>rtairdv in an eleetorale of the s1ze of 
Wce1 :\lor•·ton it mav not be so difficult 
to visit one's constitu.ents, but it certainly 
tak('~ r1rne and inYO~YC' ex11enso in n1ost 
country ckctorates. I <t.nr \'cry glad I have 
the support of the hon. member for West 
l\Ioreton in my complaint regarding the 
conditions provided for country members as 
ac:ainst. tho;c for metropolitan representa­
ti \"BEt, a.nd al~o as regards the abs.enco of 
a travelling allowanc0. Frequently country 
members a~c called upon to visit the c'apital 
in the interests of their con.stituonts. 

Mr. GLEDSO)J (Jps1rich) [12.40 p.m.]: 
I ta.ku this opportunity of voicing my appre· 
ciation of the work performBd bv the staft 
of Parliament House and also to draw 
attention to the .need for furtheT accommo­
dation for members in this Chamber. No 
provision is m~tdo for the safe custody of 
papr·rs. Hon. members will ha\e to devote 
c.e,·cnt.een d.a.·.-s to a cliecussion on the Esti­
tnatc~ l1nt w~ ha·;e no fa,cilitios wht::roin to 
store our papers in the Chamber. Neither 

f.l1 r. J{ a ne. 

tables nor lockers aTe provi-ded. Papers 
required by hon. membeTs are spread out 
all over the seats. I would point out that 
lockers could be placed bc.ueath the seab. 
A man sometimes has a speech ready, or 
notes for a speech, !;>ut has to wait for hvo 
or three clays before getting an opp_ortunr~y 
to make that speech. Hrs papers erther Ire 
about the floor or are taken into another 
room. Our surroundings would be much 
tidier and more dignified if such papers 
were kept in small dr'a"·ers underneath 
our seat" instead of being scattered all ?ver 
the floor. A sma.ll desk could be provide-d 
on which our papers could be ready for use 
at any time. I ask the Chief Secretary to 
consider the matter 

HoN. G. POLLOCK (Gregory) [12.41 
p.m.]: I have already given a great c_leal 
of consideration to the questron of re-desrgn­
ing this Chamber to permit of members 
having desks in front of them. Tbe Depart­
ment of Public \Vorks, to whom I gave a 
perfectly free hand in the matter of forn_lll· 
lating such a scheme, was unable to. arnve 
at any satisfactory conclusion. It rs tr~1e 
that by removing the bar facn;g the Charr, 
taking away the partrtron behmd the back 
cross benches, and putting the bar at ~he 
stained glass door, sufficient _accommodation 
with desks could be provided for hon. 
members but no allowance could be made 
to enable all members to sit with their 
respective parties, on, say, the right or left 
hand side of the Speaker. The great drffi­
culty is that while by _taking a ":ay the 
raised platforms on which the trers of 
benches aTe placed and extending the area 
of the Chamber further back, sufficient 
aocommo.cJation c.ould be provided for thirty­
two hon. members on each side of the 
House, great difficulty wou:d arise in the 
event of a party of overwhelmmg numbers 
occupying one sick of the House. S·>mc 
hon. rnembers of the Governm0nt PartY 
would have to be prepared to sit on the 
Opposition cross benches in order to make 
such a cchc·me practicable. The real truth 
is that this Chamber is too small for desk 
purposes. \Vhilc I gave consideration to 
the question of providing a box for each 
hon. member, in which to keep his papers. 
I realised that unless those boxes were made 
of leather there would be the continuous 
noise of ~pening and shutting them, and 
the place would probably be turned into 
something resembling "Bedlam." I am 
prepared to consider any suggestions. I 
ha,·e given careful att<'ntion to the matter. 
and have not been able to find anybody 
capable of designing a satisfactory system. 
If anv one can do that, I am prepared to 
rlo th.e rest. 

Item (LE<gislativl' Assembly) agreed to. 

PRE:IfiER AND CHIEF SECRETARY'S 
DEPARTMENT. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
.~:lack•ty): I move-

" That £12,425 be granted for 'PremiN 
a>Hl Chief Secrctarv's Department--
Chief OfficE','" ~ 

:\Ir. IvlOORE (Au!Jir;ny) [12.45 p.m.J: 
The Premier did not give us any informa­
tion as to the inf'n '"',:- in fhi-, Yote. T 
no1 ice an inrrease of four clerk-typists and 
also a nmv departure, by way of a publicity 
officer at £525. It seems to me quite a new 
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idea for the Government to have a public­
ity offioor and four typists to boost what 
the Government have done. tlurely deeds 
ought to speak for themselves! Surely it 
should not be necessary to have a public:ty 
officer merely for the purpose of giving a 
boost to tho Government for every mortal 
thing that is done. aral contribut~ng to the 
Press throughout Queensland articles poim­
tng out what an advantage it is to have a 
remarkable man like .Mr. Forgan Rmith as 
Premier! 

The PREMIER: It is self-evident. 

Mr. MOORE: If it is self-evident, why is 
it necessary to spend £525 on a publicity 
officer 1 

The PRE~IIER: It is not. That is just 
where you are making the mistake. That 
is not his job. 

Mr. MOORE: I could understand if it 
were a question of defending the Secretary 
for Public Lands from the consequences of 
the statements he made, or from al,tacks on 
Ministers who used official cars for sending 
their families about on trips. 

The PREMIER: You did that yourself. You 
ran your car for miles more than I have 
ever done. 

Mr. MOORE: Only on business ! But the 
hon. gentleman knows that I was not refer­
ring to him at all. He knows that publicitv 
was given to the fact that one car was 
three or four times outside the State with 
the Minister's relatives. I am speaking, 
however, of the publicity officer and the 
increase in the number of clerk-typists. 
Presumably the latter are for the purpose 
of typing the effusions of the publicity 
officer. 

The PREMIER: They are required entirely 
by reason of the fact that the Premier is 
also the Treasurer. You were not. 

Mr. MOORE : The Treasurer's office still 
has its complement of typists as before. 
There is no reduction there. 

The PREMIER: There is an increase in the 
amount of work. 

Mr. MOORE: The Premier, in introduc­
ing this vote, did not give any explanatiou, 
and from my small knowledge of the depart­
ment I assumed that there was not work 
for these extra clerk-typists unless they were 
to do that extra work for the publicity 
officer. To my mind it is a wrong prin­
Ciple, and I do not know whether it is done 
in other places. A suggestion was made 
that I should have a publicity officer but 
I turned it down at once. ' 

The PREMIER: Your idea 1s to forbid 
publicity. 

Mr. MOORE : I was never afraid of 
publicity for anything that the Government 
did, but I did not think it was necessary to 
appoint a publicity otlicer-whose job is to 
give the people certain colouned information 
in a way that will be most useful for purpo•es 
of Government propaganda. Everybody 
knows what the Government are doing; we 
have 1t most alert Press, and all the facts 
are brought out in that way. This officer 
is apparently required for the purpose of 
giving unfavourable information in a favour­
able light in order that the people may get 
a wrong conception of what is actually being 
done, and for the pm·pose of boosting the 
Government. It seems rather a needless 
('xp"nditurc that the taxpayers of this 

country should be called upon to meet. \V e 
have our publicity officers in the Tourist 
Bureau to advertise Queensland, and we 
have the ordinary expenditure of the Govern­
ment in the public interests, but it is a 
different thing altogether to have an officer 
there in the Government's interest. I suppose 
the Premier would suggest that anything 
i11 the Government interest would be in 
the public interest, but we may differ on 
that point. 

Mr. TAYLOR: The point is that the people 
do not differ, even though you might. 

1\h. MOORE: Is it the duty of the pub­
licity officer to place views before the people 
in such a way that they may gain the 
impression that the present Government are 
the most wonderful GoYernment that ever 
were, that the members of the Government 
a re the most wonderful and the mo.,t intelli­
gent that ever controlled the destinies of 
Queensland' Hon. members opposite might 
appreciate that sort of boost, but I am 
just wondering where the Yalue to the 
community comes in. The people OLtght to 
be able to judge for themselves as lo the 
< apacity and the capabilities of the Govern­
ment, without the assistance of a pub! icity 
officer continually boosting them by 'aying 
what wonderful fellows they are. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You are telling the story 
now that von ,lwuld have told \vh•_•n yon 
first got up. 

:\fr. ::\IOORE: I am trying to get some 
information. I can imagine no othct~ reason 
for the appointment of a publicity of!icer 
at £525 per annum than that he is there 
to ;,ay what a good Governruent ,., e ha Ye 
in Queensland. He certainly would not be 
there to say that they were a poor Govern­
ment. and their legislation was detrimental 
to the people of the State. 

Mr. TAYLOR: You are stressing the oln·iou~; 
\vhy wa5te your time? 

1\Ir. MOO RE: If it is obvious that the 
Government are doing so well, then what is 
the object of paying a man £52.5 per anm1m 
to say so'? 

Y!r. TAYLOR interjected. 
Mr. :.'viOORE: Does the hon. rncmher 

mean the honest man? I should not ha nl 
to go very far in thiR nhamher to find an 
honc•st man. I should be able to g-o anv­
whcro in the Chm11ber, in broad daylight~ 
and find quitE' a number-at least I hope 
that I could. I do not want to infer that 
hon. mcn1bers opposite are not carrying out 
their dutv. All that I want to know is 
whv it should be necessary to appoint a 
special man to say that they arc doing 
their job so well'? 

The PRE\JIER: I \vill tell you all about it 
later on. 

:.'vir. 1IOORE: It certainly requires sonw 
explanation. An amount of £7,350 is required 
for European cablegrams, railway farc·s and 
freights, printing. stationery, etc., inc1dental 
and miscellaneous expenses. In answer to a 
question the other day the Premier s_aid th»t 
his department had provided a speCial tram 
for the purpose of conveying members of 
the Labour Convention from Maryborough 
to a picnic at Pialba. That was a very 
pleasing thing to do, but is there any rea:;:on 
\vhy money contributed by the t.axpayen to 
the Chief Secretary's Department for public 
purposes should be used to provide a SfWr·ial 
train to convey members of the Labour 

Mr. Moorc] 
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Cou·r·ll: to a picnic at Pialba? He cer-
tain}_-,- that he would give consideration 
to a :--imlla:· request fron1 a body of su.flicient 
iu1portance in the future. 

Th•.· PREmER: The Government provided 
a 'P~cial train for the sugar technologists. 

:\lr. l\lOORE: They were visitors. 
Th PREMIER: Not all of them. 

:'llr. MOORE: The sugar technologists 
\Vt'l'l' vi:-.itors frorn all over the \Vorld, and 
wo "ere delighted to give them an oppor­
tunir~- to see (~tu.:ciJsland. N"obody vvould 
{'i.n-jl at public €;xpcnditurc for that purpo~e. 
It is rPcogni::;f'd vvhcn ituportant Yisitors 
from tlw other side of the world visit 
Quecn;;]and the GoYcrnmcnt ;;hould extend 
ho.-pitality to them. That is partly to 
adYerti:::_' t!H~ State, to ~;}10\V thorn as n1u-ch 
as possible, allow them to tra1·el in eom· 
fort, so that when they leave Queensland 
they will become ambassadors for this State. 
Tlw Premier extends the courtesy of free 
passe;:; to such visitors. The sugar tech­
nologists were highly iutorested in the sugar 
industrv. Thev were interested in the 
different methods of sugar cultivation and 
llroduction. No one cavils at the hospitality 
extended to '·uch visitors. But it is very 
different when a free picnic jaunt is orgamsed 
for a party political convention, and a 
train is chartered for that special purpose! 
It was only done for the purpose of making 
the Premier and his Government popular 
with those people. Some years ago the 
delegates attending the annual conference 
c,f the· Local Authoritie.-:/ Association in Bris­
bane were taken down the bay on the 
"Lucinda'' or "Koopa" and entertained by 
the Home Secretary. That practice has 
been abandoned for a number of vcars on 
the score of expense, but whilst it was in 
existen-ce tl1at expense was incurred by the 
Government to entertain a number of yo]un­
tary workers in the important sphere of 
local goverruncnt. Those doh~gatos corne 
from all parts of the State. The Govern­
Incnt cannot see their way to entertain these 
delegates suitably to-day, yet they oharter 
a special train to take the delegates atteLJd­
ing the L:-1 bour-in-Politic3 CollYention to a 
pil·ni ut Fialba. It sconE ineongruou~. 

ThPn t !Jc-rc i'" an increase in the vote, and 
no ~ug:u tec-hnologi~.ts arc cornillg to the~ 
~tate thj~ .YCHr. rrhis extra proyision of 
£500 in jncidcntal expenses i::> appai'cntly 
p;tJillg to be U'3Pd for a further picnic. \Ye 
can anticipate a litt k larger expenditure 
thi> ypm· for that purpose. ·when that 
ht:p]J"I t}Jc publ;ciL:·.: oiEcer. in order to 
populari:-:e the Govort.lltent, will \Yrite up 
the gathering aud dilate upo!l the (]clight· 
fulness of the picnic, how the .l\linisters 
\\ cro conspic·uous at d1o gathcrjng, Vi-That 
11 ondcrful speeches were made. and what a 
'vcndcrful advantag,, Queensland deriycs 
from such a coJwention. It might all dove­
tail very nicely, but whore is the advantage 
to the communitv '! The Government should 
have no snch position as a puhlicitv ofliecr; 
1 heir administration should speak for 
itself. "Good wine needs no bush.'" 
"1. pparent l:v the wine is a little infNior 
1>hen £525 is ncede:1 for a publicitv ofliccr 
to tell ti1e pcopln outside not what Is going 
on. but 'vhat the Goycrnruent would like 
the people to think i~ going on. eYf'Il though 
ir mav be a 1ittl<· different from the ac:ual 
faNs. · SunH~ reason shoulrl be gi7cn for 
appointing this official, ancl some cxplana· 
lion of the advantage the cmmnunity is to 

[Mr. Jl1oore. 

get out of it. I am not anxious to hear 
what advantage the Government will get out 
of it. l can understand that. In fact, I 
have seen some of the articles that have 
been written bv this officer. Some of them 
arc contributed~ to the Press with no narnc, 
as if they were written hy some grateful 
constituents who had only jmt discov,ored 
what an excellent Goverrunent we have, and 
how pleased thc;v are with it. Other articles 
ate signed by tho publicity officer. Some 
arc quite good-in fact. the article'> concern­
; ng the Banier Red as a tourist resort arc 
very intcrcst:ng- but those article~ al'c only 
a side issue. The principal dutv of this 
officer is to write up the various J\1inistors 
and the Government, to lot the people ""' 
how fortunate thov were at the last election 
in returning rne:n: who are so anxious to 
do everyt.hing in their power to meet their 
dc~sircs, ar;d to show then;. that everything 
is being done in the Lest poseihle way. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: v\'hat is wrong \Vith that·: 
There is nothing 'vrong with that. 

Mr . .:VIOORE: Not if you pay for it out 
of your owu pocket. l have no ohjectiou 
if hon. members opposite PLJt their hands 
into their pockets and pay a publicit:v 
officer £525 a vear to boost their Govern· 
rnent. The "yst(~rn of publicity agcnL con­
jure:; up rather horrifying possibilitie.:;. 
\Yheu the State publicity office,· goes down 
to the Loan Couucil we read in the l're .. S3 

l1ow 3tir. Smith dominated tlw conference, 
and lat0r on wo find in the Sydney " Morn­
jllg Herald,'' that ~lr. 8tPvens donlinated 
the conference. ~\cceording to tho reports it 
wou]d appPar that no other Prmnicrs were 
there. This systen1 of ha \-ing publicity 
agents is new. 

At 2 p.m., 
The CHATR~IAK resumed the chair. 

The PREM.TER : Mr. Stevens paid me a lot 
of compliments. 

Mr. MOORE: I think ;t was a case of. 
"' You sn-J..t"h rnv back and I will scr::tv·h 
yours.'' Each ::\'Iinistcr indulgc?J in pub­
] icity stm;ts. The Secretary for Public 
Lands has indulged in publicity by pointi.ng 
out "·hat he is doing. but the king of all 
the publicity agents is the Secretary for 
Ageiculture. He advertises thf' sanH\ n.et]y. 
ity day after day and tlw people wonder 
\vhcre the rnoncy is eo m ing frorn for ;1]1 
these enterprise,~.. The Sf:cn~tary for Labour 
and Industry does the came tl1 ng. and the 
Scerctary for l'ublin \Vorks too. 

•\ GOYEmDIEXT J\fi:}IBER: You arc Icl)t too 
bad yourselve, •. 

:'-'fr. :\IOOHE: \Ye lPavc O'll' actions to 
speak for tiil'msch·es. Th,• pos:tion d puL· 
licih- offir:'r n :-dlY pntai!"" all unliO(_ 
expC'nditure becau'se so nwch publicity 
given to the actions of Ministers throu~ h 
the Press; and I do not know thgt any 
advantage will bo gained by the community 
having a publicity ofiicer attached to the 
Chief Socrel.ary' s Office. 

I desire to point out-and I do not know 
wlu·tlwr the Chid SecretarY can do any­
thing-that the >.a,rious V dcparimcnt~Jl 
report.< are very late, and hon. members 
bavP not the nPC·'.;:~a.rv !~1-for:rnt~on to era.blP 
th2rn t-a deal~ v;Tith" U11~ Ebtimat,ps. Last 
vcar ·' c did not !!el' the rc•Jort of th" 
J)rpartruer:t of Agri(·nhut·c- an(( Sto k nutil 
Bfter tb~ -SCc,sion vYa~ cndcrl. This year we 
have not got the Auditor-General's Report, 
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tile report of the Department of Public 
Lande, or that of the Department of Public 
Works. 

The PRE:>!IE;R: The report of the Depart­
ment of Public \Yorks was tablod the other 
Jaey. 

Mr. MOORE: We have the report of the 
St,ate Advances Corporation. 

The I'RE1UER : If you look at ye•terday 
morning's paper you will find an account 
of the actiYitic" of the Department of Public 
\Vorks. 

Mr. MOORE: \Vc haYe not rcGcived it 
yet. 

The PRE1111 R : OnQ hon. member oppo­
site appeared to have got the report of a 
commission before it was printed. 

Mr. MOORE: At the cornmcnccmcnt of 
the session Mr. Speaker said he anticipated 
we should get the Auditor-(~cneral's report 
about the same time as we got it last year, 
which was about 17th October. It 1\ould 
\1e of assistance to hon. members if they 
had the various departnwntal report., before 
the discussion on the Estimates took 11lace. 

'l'he PREMIER : The Chief Secretary's 
Department does not publish a report. 

Mr. J\lOORE: The Auditor-General comes 
within the Chief Secrcta,ry's Department. 

The PREMIER: 1 have nothing to do with 
that report; that is n1ado to 1\Ir. Speaker, 
o,lid not to me. 

Mr. J\IOORE: I was not suggesting the 
Premier had anything to do w1th the com­
pilation of that report, but the Audit Office 
comes under his department. I was only 
suggesting that if it were possible we should 
be supplied with the Auditor-General's report 
and the various departmental reports as soon 
as possible bee a use it would be of great 
adYantage when discussing the Estimates. 
The Treasurer's Tables and Estimates do 
not contain details. The Premier has the 
inside information when going through the 
Treasurer's Tables and looking through the 
trust accounts. 

The PREMIER : I will give you all informa­
tion on that when we come to it. 

Mr. MOORE : I should like the informa­
tion before we come to it. It is rather 
difficult for us. The Pl'emier gives us that 
information in the Chamber, but we should 
have it before. 

The PREMIER: You receive all the financial 
tables. 

Mr. MOORE : There are no details. The 
itClllS are shoV\'11 in lurnp SUffiS. rfake for 
instance the Forestry and Lumbering Account, 
then take the Trust Account, and also the 
Loan Account under that heading, and endea­
vour to make a reconciliation. It is a most 
difficult thing to do if ono desires to follow 
the position intelligently. vYe find that the 
'locretarv for Public Lands has handed over 
to conso~lida.ted revenue the largest arnount 
of timber receipts in the history of the 
St,atc. On investigation we discover that 
the expC'nditurc is more than the revenue 
as shown in the Trust Account. It is dif!icu:t 
to arrive at iho correct ,position. Had ''"" 
the opportunit:v of p0rn"in''" the AuL1itor­
General's report we could obtain some idea 
qs to the true position. If the issue of the 
report could be spf'odcd np it would be of 
the greatest assistance to members, part1-
ntlarl.v in any discussion on the Estirnatcs. 

I am a ware that there are difficulties. I 
am not suggesting that they are being held 
back. It may be that all that is .needed is 
a word to the departments concerned that 
other work should be put n side for the time 
being and attention concentrated on the 
reports, and that they be is,ued in time to 
a1low of their being used in the discussion 
on the Estimates. Even from the point of 
view of the Ministers of the various depart­
ments it would be better were the Opposi­
tion to have the reports prior to the dis· 
cussion of the relevant Estimate. It would 
he an advantage also to hon. rnernbers on 
the GoYernmont benches. Vl'ith the reports 
at hand we should not be so liable to err as 
otherwise. It is important that we should 
have reports as soon as possible. 

The PRE)!IER : I quite agree with you. 

Mr. MOORE : I am hoping that the 
Auditor-General's report will be to hand 
this week. Mr. Speaker said that it would 
be provided about the same time as it was 
issued last vear. That would be the current 
week. It is difficult to go through the intri­
cate accounts of the various departments 
unless one is fortified with the intimate 
details given by the Auditor-General in his 
report. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
;11ackrL_v) [2.8 p.m.]: The Leader of the 
Opposition has raised the question of the 
issue of the reports of the various depart­
ments, particularly that of the Auditor­
(jcncral. I would remind the hon. gentle­
man that the Auditor-General's report is 
made to Parliament and not to the Premier 
or any member of the Government. Under 
the Audit Act the Auditor-General is an 
officer of Parliament and not of any depart­
ment. ='lo doubt the information given by 
Mr. Speaker recently is an indication as to 
when the report will be tabled. Perhaps it 
will be during the current or at the com­
mencement of the following week. 

The hon. gentleman raised the question of 
the appointment of a publicity officer aud the 
provision for four typists on the Estimates 
of the Chief Secretary's Department. Deal­
ing first of all with the four typists, these 
1ne not new appointments but this is the 
first year they have been charged to the­
Chief Secretary's Department. Hon. rncm­
bers know that I am Treasurer as well as 
Chief Secretary. The two departments arc 
housed in different buildings, and it does 
not suit my convenience to pass between tlle 
Treasury Building and the Executive Build­
ing in the performance of the duties of my 
dual offices. The duties of Premier are 
distinct from those of Treasurer, but I find 
it necessary to do the Treasury work in the 
Chief f:lecretary's office. For example, take 
the deputations that I received in connec­
tion with loans to local authorities and other 
public bodies. Such deputations must be 
reported. I have tho assistance of ~he 
Secretary for Public Instruction, who takeo 
a fair number of these deputations, but the 
major ones I take myself. In dealing with 
Treasury matters it is absolutely necessary 
that complete details of th,, deputations be 
recorded, and particularly th., replies made 
by the Treasurer. If this is not done there 
may be a controversy as to whether or not 
the Treasurer promised something or other­
wise. particularly so wl10n it is a question 
in connection with subsidy-loans. Every hon. 
member knows that we arc no longer paying 
a 50 per cent. subsidy on new loans. Vl'hen 

Hon. W. J?organ Smith.] 
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the new policy was announced we pointed 
out that where promises of 50 per cent. 
subsidies had already been made, those 
promises would be honoured. If there were 
no records in my office of what I said to 
those deputations there might be many dis­
putes as to the true position. A local 
authority comes to me for a loan. After 
getting approval, and only then, does it 
prepare plans and specifications. It may 
decide to call public tenders for the work. 
and in many cases I have knovvn In ore 
than a year to elapse between the approval 
of the loan and the commencement of the 
work. So that I point out to hon. members 
generally that while these officers have been 
in the Chief Secretary's Department for a 
number of years, their salaries have been 
charged to the departments from which they 
were seconded. Some of those typists ha vc 
been seconded from the Treasurv and some 
from the 'I'axation Department, 'but all are 
officers of my department. This year we 
are appointing thorn defmitely to the Chiflf 
Secretary's Department, and they will be 
0fficers of that department, but that has no 
connection with the appointment of a 
publicity officer. He has the use of a typist, 
just the same as the chief clerk or any other 
officer of the department. 

The Leader of the Opposition tried to be 
facetious when dealing with the publicity 
officer. I was very pleased to see him in 
that humour. It is much better to see the 
Leader of the Opposition merry and bright 
than wilting under the conviction of his 
sins. However, be that as it may. The 
publicity officer for the Government was 
not appointed for the purpose of boosting 
the Government. He has numerous duties, 
comprising all the publicity work necessary 
for the State of Queensland. For example, 
the control of advertising in the State is in 
the Chief Secretary's Department. It is 
thi' publi~;ty officpr's duty to write adver­
ti'<!rnents for newspapers or periodicals. 
ThPre has been an improvement in the 
stvle of those advertisements and there has 
bc;en and will be a great reduction in costs. 
\Vhore there is no reduction in costs we are 
gaining a hotter return for the same money. 
All that work is being done in the Chief 
Secretary's office by the publicity officer, 
whose primary duty it is to carry out that 
work and allocate the advertisements to the 
various newspapers throughout the State. 
In addition to that, he regularly writes 
articles dealing with the sugar and other 
industries that arc vital to Queensland. The 
Le<1der of the Opposition said that we had 
a newspaper Press in Queensland that was 
quite capable of eliciting and stating facts ! 
"\ewspapers are quite capable of publishing 
facts if they are a ware of them, and I con­
sidered it would be a good thing to have 
an officer who was able to give the news­
papers the facts so that when they write 
on any matter thPy may be able to present 
the facts in proper and true per,pocti\·o. 
Many newspapers in Australia, however, are 
not concerned with the facts. Thev are 
concerned with the impression thev 'desire 
to convey to the people. 'I'hat applies 
equally to individuals. I would put it this 
way: many people are not so much con­
cerned with establishing the truth as they 
are with establishing what they consider to 
be the truth of their own ideas. Frequent\v 
newspapers are misinformed or publish 
wrong or insufficient information because of 
that trait of character. The puhlicity 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

officer does very valuable work in dissemina­
ting information about the activity of the 
various Government departments and pre· 
paring a case in respect of any matter that 
is a subject of controversy, especially in the 
Federal arena. Will anyone say it is not 
necessary to give the people the truth about 
these things'! We read in the periodicals 
every week statements affecting Queensland 
that are very wide of the mark. I do not 
think that Queensland should continue to be 
misrepresented through either error or a 
desire to injure the State, and it is the 
function of the publicity officer to see that 
does not happen. 

In addition to that, I am not satisfied that 
we are getting from the tourist traffic in 
Queensland the full result that we ought to 
get, nor am I fully satisfied that it wa, a 
wise move to transfer the whole control of 
the Tourist Bureau to the Railway Depart­
ment. I am not satisfied that that change 
has effected economy or improved efficiency. 
I am not speaking against it, but I want to 
know exactly the position. Mr. Ferguson, 
the publicity officer, is at present engaged, 
flr,t of all, on a thorough investigation of 
the Tourist Bureau and the results it has 
achieved, and he will report to the Govern­
ment what improvements, if any, may be 
made. 

Queensland is a wonderful State, and could 
be mad" " wonderful holiday resort. 'fake, 
for example, the riches that we have in the 
Barrier Reef, or in the Hinchinbrook Pae­
sage alone-that is bound to be a tourist 
paradi"' in the ne_ar future. As people get 
to know of these places they will go there 
in increasing numbers to get the benefit of 
the amenities that Queensland offers in sueh 
abundance. The tourist traffic in New 
Zealand is worth hundreds of thousands oi 
pounds of the national income of that 
country, but we have done very little with 
our tourist traffic and the development and 
ad,-erti.sernent of the scenic b"antie; of onr 
State. It is the Gon:rnment's desire to place 
it on a sound basis so that \Ye can gt:t 
better results year by year. 

So far as political publicity is cnnccrwd, 
I think the Leader of the Opposition will 
agree that I am quite capable of doing ruy 
own. and anv statement I make to the Press 
on political, affairs or rnattero of policy is 
dic·tated to the typist myself. I do not 
think that any member of the Opposition 
would accuse me of not being able to state 
such a case, whether they believe in its 
exactitude or not. Everv Gm·ernment in 
Australia, so far as I knmv, have a publicity 
department. 'I'he Now South Wales Govern­
ment have a very well organised one with a 
fairly large staff, so has Vidoria, ,,o has 
South Australia, and so has the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Lyons. The Prime Minist0!' 
took a publicity officer with him to Great 
Britain and no doubt the people of Aus­
tralia were thrilled at the news he used to 
send about the functions he attended and 
the dresses Mrs. I.yons worc>; but tln 
apotheosis of his principals was reached 
when the "Niagara," on which tlley v.;er'-' 
travelling. had a collision, and we were 
informed by that publicity officer that 2\lrs. 
Lyons distributed chocolate's to her fellow­
passengers and .Joe went below for a shave. 
\Vonderful work on the part of the publicity 
officer! 

I assure the Leader of the Opposition 
that the publicity officer is not used for 
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those purposes, that he is employed with 
the object of giving the people the facts 
about Queensland. I make no apology for 
his appointment, confident that the results 
of his endeavours will be beneficial to the 
people. It is not a new practice. It is 
well known tha.t Mr. Kidston, a forme·r 
Premier, senously considered the advisa­
bility of publishing a Government newspaper 
to place the facts before the people because 
of the attitude adopted bv the Press towards 
hi-- GoYPr:nu:eitt. \\·e knOw that rnanv new::;­
:'apPrs that support the Opposition ~re not 
eoncerned with giving the people the facts, 
that they are concerned only with spreading 
propaganda for their own purposes. For 
example, the "Courier-Mail " recently 
published a statement intimating that 
departmental expenditure this year would 
be £2,000,000 greater than it was in 1932. 
Yesterday I pointed out that it had made 
an error of approximately £900,000. In 
its sub-leader this morning the newspaper 
mentions the expenditure from trust funds 
to justify the figure that it had already 
used, but why does it not also include 
expenditure from loan fund and thus make. 
the figure bigger still? That shows the 
juggling that goes on in newspaper oflices 
where they are at their wits' end to make 
a case for the Opposition against the Govern­
ment. The Leader of the Opposition asked 
for an explanation as to why a publicity 
officer should have been appointed, and in 
rny usual courteous n1anner I hau8 given 1t 
to him in complete detail. 

Mr. GODFHEY MORGAJ.\: (Dalby) [2.24 
p.m.]: It was very refreshing to listen to 
the easy way in which the Premier made 
his explanation to the Leader of the Opposi­
tion. He has already explained that the 
number of typists in the Chief Office has 
ooen increased by four, because he combines 
the duties of Premier and Chief Secretary 
in his own person. He pointed out that 
this was the first year that these officers 
were to be paid by the Chief Secretary's 
Department, and that no additional appoint­
tnPnt-.: '\Yere inYolved. If four typists \vcre 
transferred from the Treasurv to the Chief 
Secretary's Department because there was 
l0's work there, one would naturally expect 
to find four typists fewer in the Treasury. 
Instead, we find that provision is actually 
made for four more than last year. I 
cannot see how the explanation of the 
Premier fits in with the facts. Provision 
is made for a further eight typists in the 
two departments. Probably, the Premier 
will be able to expiain that the additional 
typists in the Treasury were obtained from 
some other department. 

The title " Publicity Officer " should be 
changed to " Propaganda Officer "-we should 
give him his right title. There is no doubt 
that he was appointed for the purpose of 
placing the Premier and his Government 
in the most favourable light, especially when 
the hon. gentleman was attending confer­
ences in the South. vV e read reports, no 
doubt emanating from this officer, inform­
ing us that the Premier was the big man 
at a conference, and that only he had 
anything to say or do. \V e have also 
read that when the Loan Council found 
itself in difficulties and the representati ,~cs 
of the Sta,tcs sat and stared at each other 
the Premier was the only one who knew 
what to do and just what resolution to 

propose. A publicity oflicer is also engaged 
by Mr. Stevens, the Premier of New South 
\V ales. After rc,ading his reports one can 
come to no other conclusion than that Mr. 
Stevons was the " lock, stock and barrel " 
of the conference. If we then read the 
reports from the publicity officers who accom­
panied the Premiers of the other States, we 
sec that it was their Premier, who were 
" the big lights." Whom are we to believe? 
One would naturally expect a publicity 
officer to stick to facts when issuing articles 
for publication. That is practically all that 
this party de,ires. The publicity officer does 
not always do that. Recently an article, 
which was in many respects a splendid one, 
appeared in the metropolitan Press dealing 
with the tourist traffic to the North. It 
stated that the credit for the highway that 
has been completed between Cairns and 
Daintree was due to the present Government, 
because they had proclaimed the road and 
commenced the work. As a matter of fact, 
I had the pleasure and the honour, if there 
is any honour attached to it, of causing 
the State highway between Cairns and 
Daintree to be proclaimed, and of opening 
the first section from Da,intree to Mossman. 
That was under the Moore regime. A great 
dc>al of work was also completed on the 
other section. Why did the publicity officer 
give that credit to the present Government 
and not to the Moore Government? Either 
he knmvs nothing about the work or he 
was misinformed. I do not know the officer, 
but I would advise that when he is writing 
articles, even from a tourist point of view, 
he endeavour to stick to facts-not to engage 
m propaganda-and to give credit where 
credit is due. 

The Premier said that he was not certain 
that the action in transferring the Tourist 
Bureau from the control of the Chief 
Secretary's Department to the Rail way 
Department was correct. The results should 
decide that fact. If the Premier compares 
the results of the bureau prior to and after 
the transfer, he will find that the change 
has been amply justified. The Tourist 
Bureau to-day is a very live organisation. 
The amount of money that has passed 
through its hands has more than justified 
its transfer to the Railway Department. 
Previously no profits were being made, but 
when the Moore Government transferred it 
to the Railway Department it became a 
live and useful body. 

\Ve should exert ourselves to encourage 
people, not only in the Southern States but 
also in other parts of thre world. io visit the 
beauty spots in Queensland. I have seen 
the tourist resorts in almost every Dtato in 
Australia, but we have better' ones in 
Queensland. Up to the present time the 
Tourist Bureau--

The CHAIRMAN : The vote embracing 
the Tourist Bureau is not before the Com­
mittee; it comes under another vote. The 
l'rc·micr referred to the Tourist Bm'oau 
tra.nsfcr but he did not enter into a dis­
cut~sion on it. 

Mr. GODFREY J\!IORGAl\: He referred 
to th<J fact that he was not satisfied that 
the transfer was the right and proper thing 
to do. I am endeavouring to show that 
results speak for themselves. I am not 
dealing with the matter from the point of 
view of the l\ioore Government. I desire 

Mr. 1Vlorgan.] 
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to point out to the Premier if he goes into 
the matter thoroughly--

The PREMIEIR: We a.re going into it 
thoroughly. I am not doing anything with· 
out, investigation. I do not wish to take 
it back unless that course would be helpful. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It is our duty 
to endeavour to improve the Tourist Bureau 
and to do our utmost to encourage the people 
to visit this State. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunninyham) [2.32 p.m.]: 
I do not consider it neccssarv to ha Ye a 
publicity officer attached to the Chief Secre­
tary's Department. At the present timo 
it often occurs that newspapers are a ware 
of the intentions of the Government before 
the public. The Premier suggested that 
all newspapers were liars 0xeept those that 
supported Government policy. Nobody 
can truthfully say all the newspapers in 
this country deliberately lie, even though 
the owners of those newspapers have definite 
political views. There is no necessity for 
the State to spend money on a publicity 
officer whose chief work is to boost the 
Government. Publicity officers appear to 
exist in every department, and they could 
be more a.ptly termed " political officers." 
Every political party shrould be able to 
stand without help from a publicity officer 
whose salary is provided for out of general 
revenue contributed by the public. Hon. 
members and Ministers should be capable of 
placing their views l:!efore the public, and 
should not need publicity officers who are 
paid out of public funds to boost their eause, 
and very often put a case before the public 
that is not in accordance with fact. It is 
much better to leave the matter of publicity 
to the daily newspapers. 

The SECRETORY FOR MIKES interjected. 

:\Ir. DEACON: The hon. g-entleman g-ets 
a g-ood deal of publicity from the daily 
IlC\Vspapers: he cannot g-rov:l, because he 
h1.s Leen treated vorv well. Whv should 
the puLlic be asked 'to pac· for 'ruLlicity 
officers to boost the Government. This man 
has been engag-ed especially for his ability 
to boost a Labour Government. On the 
coming into pOWlr of another Government, 
is it at all likely that they will keep him 
in his job? It is certa,in that an inroming 
Governn1ont vtould in1modiatoly sack the 
puL!icity officer of the pro1·ious ·Government 
For their own protection they would do 
,o. They would not trust him. He is a 
political officer and public funds should 
not lw used to pay political officers. No 
Goyornn1ent can be right in doing surh a 
thing. It is immaterial what we say and 
what the Premier .says. The whole question 
hinges on one thing-the need of the 
Premier of a publicity officer for advertising 
his Government. The present Government 
in this respect are in no different posi­
tion from their predecessors. Surely they 
can stand on trwir own feet! Surely they 
c:an trnot the Pn'es to give them the pub­
licity they deserve! The people obtain a 
fair and unbiased Yiew horn the articles 
published in the Press without the assiet­
ance of a Government publicity officer. 

Mr. GAIR: They do not get it from the 
Tory Pres.. 

Mr. DEACON: They do get it. 
Mr. GAIR: Xot in tbe "G-al1Bry N(;~c2." 

fJir. JJ!urgan. 

l\tlr. DEACON: We on this side do not 
get it from the " Sta.ndar.d." The Opposi­
tion gets nothing from the " Standard." 

In the "Gallery Notes" they all get what 
they deserve. 1 do not care what is said 
a.bout me. If hor1. members are so touchy 
why do they not write out their own notices 
and send them to the Press. (Laughter.) 
Thov could then publish their own opinions 
a.nd some of them would be interesting. 
.However, to return to the matter under 
discussion, it is wrong to take public funds 
for the purpose of paying political officers 
to advertise the Government. That is the 
sole duty of this man. That is his job. 

The l'RE}!IER: I told you it is not. 

.:VIr. DEACON: The Premier told the 
Asseml]ly much about it but at the same 
time he informed us that he could not get 
fa.'r play from the other newspapers. 

The PREMIER : I never used that term. 

Mr. DEACON: It means the same thing, 
only it was in .different words. That is 
what the Premier told us. 

The PREMIER : I rise to a point of 
order. I pointed out that the publicity 
officer provided for in this vote was not 
appointed to do political work. I made 
that sta.tcment on more than one occasion. 
The hon. member for Cunningham persists 
in making an entirely wrong statement. I 
claim that under the Standing Orders he 
must accept my denial. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I ask the hon. 
member for Cunning-ham to accept tho denial 
of the Premier. 

Mr. DEACON: Certainly, Mr. Hanson, I 
will accept the Premier's denial. However. 
if the publicity officer is not there to boost 
the Government, and the Premier sa vs he is 
not, what is he there for; Why pr{y him? 
It is a wash• of public m one'. Up to the 
present time the GovPrnrncnt,:;; of Queensland, 
::\'ationalist Governments included. haw• 
carried on without this officPr. Thev 
experienced no difficulty. Why waste 
money in this regard? If the Premier 
desire.:J to giYe one man a lrarge stun for 
work that is not necessary-and it is plainly 
not necessary-why does he not pay it into 
the Unemployment Relief Fund? Whv 
should £550 be spent to give one man a 
jolJ. V\ hen we have so n1any rnen unem­
ployed? The Premier has not shown 
that a publicity officer is necessary. Lot 
a.nyone read what the Premier said and 
assess its worth. 

:Yir. JEt:iSOJ\' (K(')mrd.1;) f2.41 p.m.]: I 
must reply to the remarks mad<' bv tho 
hon. member who has just resnmed hi; seat. 
One firm alone in Queensland spends many 
thousands of pounds in advertising its o;oock 
McWhirters' Ltd., Finney Isles Ltd., all 
business pcor)lc advertise, and it is ridiculou.;: 
for the hon. mPmber to make such stntcment.; 
about the paltry sum of £500 that is spent 
in publicity in Queensland. The member' 
of the Opposition have alwavs decried am·­
thing done hy a Labour Go~-ernm<'nL L;·t 
them hold the reins of office for a furthe1· 
three years and God help Queensland as a 
State. Their policy has done more damag-e 
to the State than any drought or flood. vVhy 
cannot members of the Opposition give us 
and the people of Queensland con,fructi,-c 
ideas. 

::Wr. YIAI!ER: That is your job. 
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Mr. JESSON: We are doing our job. 
The hon. member who has just resumed his 
seat was only carrying out the policy of his 
party of indulging in a tirade of abuse at 
anything the Government do. This money 
has been well spent. It would be well spent 
if it were double the amount. We should 
spend more money on advertising Queensland 
in the proper manner. The hon. member 
for Cunningham said that the expenditure 
of a paltry £500 on advertising in Queens­
land was a scandalous waste of money. It 
was a scandalous waste of time to listen to 
him speaking in such a way. 

Mr. MA I-I ER (West ll£ oreton) [2.43 p.m.] : 
There is no doubt that it is a good thing, 
if-as the hon. member for Cunningham has 
been asked to accept as corroct-Mr. Fer­
guson was appointed publicity officer for the 
genuine purpose of advancing the welfare 
of the State by giving proper publicity to 
its resources, and not for political purposes. 
Accepting the explanation of the Premier, 
it is, nevertheless, certain that the appoint­
ment of Mr. Ferguson was made just prior 
to the last State election. No doubt, his 
services were availed of in a politic~tl way 
during the election campaign. Furthermore, 
it is a well-established fact that he has 
accompanied the Premier on Southern mis­
sions affecting this State. 

The PREMIER : 'When? 

Mr. MAHER: I am not prepared to sav 
when, but I have been informed that th;, 
Premier has boon accompanied by the 
publicity officer. Mr. Ferguson, on one or 
other of his Southern trips-certainly to 
attend conferences that affect tho State. It 
cannot be denied that even if the appoint­
ment was made for the purposes stated by 
the Premier this afternoon, there is never­
theless an obligation on the appointee to 
respect his patron. The whole of his future 
rests in the hollow of the Premier's hand, so 
to speak and the publicity officer \voulcl 
naturally feel an obligation-apart h·om 
writing up the Barrier Reef a.nd the poten­
tialities of Queensland-to justify his 
appointment and with one eye on the future 
possibilities do a certain amount of political 
propaganda in between times for the Govern­
ment of the day. 

The PRE~flER: The GovNnment only want 
him to let the people know the truth. 

Mr. MAHER: The poiut is: what does 
the publicity officer do to justify his job? 
Ho is being paid £10 10s. a week or there­
abouts, and then I suppose he traveh about 
the State, which neces,itates trav81ling-
ex:r)enses. Probablv the incrras·' in rr1i;;;~ 
cellaneous expenses by £500 provided for in 
this vote is in part necessary to defray 
the expenses of this officer. I venture to 
say that as we are placed to-day in Qneens­
land-budgeting for falling rm·enU<' and 
incrertsing expenditure-the appointment of 
this officer is not justified. The 1vork of 
publicity can be amply cani0d out. citlwr 
on behalf of the State or th0 Government. 
by the responsible officero of the Stale. 

Then again, as the Premier himself snid. 
he does not g·ivo place to anybody in his 
abi1itv to state a case for his GoYenunent 
or for himself., We do not chall<>ng-e his 
statement; thoro is no question that the 
Premier is able to make out a very excellent 
case in support of his point of v'iew when­
ever he plo~scs. his Ministers are capable 
of doing the same thing, and the depart-

rnental ofilccrs \vhcn reql.lcsted to do so can 
make out a ca'e very advantageous to 
Queensland. 

vYe have already the tourist bureau and 
publicity attached to the Railway Depart­
ment. I recognise, Mr. Hanson, that that 
is a. matter outside the bounds of this vote, 
but I mention in passing that the State is 
committed to a certain amount of expendi­
ture ther<> for publicity purposes, and in 
my opinion some very fine publicity work 
has been undertaken by that dope.rtment. 
In all the ci reumstances it is hard to under­
stand where the need for this publicity 
offiDer comes in. It is unfortunate that the 
State is up against it in a financial sense, 
and many men arc looking for jobs, and 
Yery glad to accept the basic wage. Probably 
£1,000 per annum is required for the salary 
and expenses involved in this appointment, 
and in my opinion that sum is being wasted. 
The State is not getting a fair return for 
the money. 

I should like to make reference whilst I 
have the opportunity to the question I 
directed to the Chid Secretary at an earlier 
stage of the present session in regard to 
the utilisation of taxpayers' n1oney to giyc 
to the deh".;ates attending the Labour Con­
yention a free trip by special train from 
:\1aryborough to Pialba. I venture to say 
that if the Country-Progressive-National 
Party or the Douglas Social Credit Party, 
or any other political party asked the Pro­
ruler for ~uch a thing. they would be rnct 
with a yery curt refusal-and rightly so. T 
do not think any political party in Queens­
land or any other body of men meeting in 
convention in Queensl·and has any right to 
[H'Csurnc to ask the Treasurer for a special 
train for a holidav cxcur,ion. The cost of 
that train must 'haYe been considerable. 
ThcrP arc qLde a number of taxpayers in 
thi' Stn.tP who hold political views directly 
opposed to those of the present Go.-ernment, 
vet all t hP taxpayers were called upon to 
foot the bill for this g-a.v holida v ai Pialba. 
The Prrmi0r has statPrl tbat On occasion:::. 
hospitalit,- i" Pxtcndcd by the Stare to di,,. 
tinguishcd visitors, such a'" tltP sugar 
technolog-ists and others. After all. there 
is "llch a thing as international hoSJlit,alit,v, 
and if a distinguished body of AusLralians 
visited a foreign countrv it if' very probable 
that hospitality would be freely 0xtencl0d to 
them. I ha vo no complr int on that score 
at all. llllt here in our own countr)·. if we 
are going to establish the precedent of 
recognising the right of a political Labour 
Com·ention to haYe a special train placed at 
its dispo"a 1. whPre is it going t0 end Y The 
licensed v~ctnallcrs in confcrPncc a~Sf'lnhlPd. 
the local authorities, the graziers. the yarious 
church synod'. or other public or semi­
public bodies that may a"emblc in Brisbane 
or elsewhere throughout the State may 
reasonably expect to recciYe the same con­
cesJion. The Gm·ernment have cc,tablishecl 

precedent. and it is difficult to know 
where it "·ill end. The dPiegates to the 
Labour nonvention had no claln1 8l a11 on 
thte public purse. 

rrhe PRE:\IIER: Your Go....-ernDlPnt ~ nt a 
special train on ono occasion to Glaclstonc. 

Mr. MA HER: I ha Ye no knoll'lcclg·e of 
any special train having- been sent by the 
J'vfoore GoYernment. and in anv case. if a 
special train had been despat~hcd by my 
GoYcrnmcnt in circurnstances that "~ere 

Mr. Maher.l 



662 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

opposed to the bo,t interests of the tax· 
payers of the country. and I had any say 
in it I sLould be in clefmite opposition to it. 
Tf1c taxpayers are entitled to sorne rneasurc 
of respect in this connection. There was a 
time in the history of the Labour mo,,mnent 
\.Yhcn its early Pioneers vrould haYc con­
siclerocl it repugnant to their sense of right 
and th0ir conception of their obligation 
to thf' taxpay0rs, if it \YOre suggested that 
they should apprortch the Premier to prone!<' 
a special train fur their own recreation. 
Men in the past wore too proud to accept 
such a favour, or oven approach the TrPasurv 
f<>r it. It is regrettablr~ that there ha~s 
dcvelop~_d in r-nr young country a. dlspo..,ition 
to. "get all you can for nothing, no matter 
who pays for it." That seems to be the 
idea in most favour to,day. \Ve are entitled 
to lodge some protest against t.ho use of 
public funds to give a holiday jaunt to 
cleleg"ates attending the Labour in Politics 
Convention at Maryborough. I hope the 
Premier will not extend similar generosity 
again to political bodies, especially when 
the State 1s passing throngh difficult times. 
Nobody after a close study of the Budget 
can denv that that is so. It shows that 
our cxpCnrliture is increasing bevond all 
bounds, and our revenue is falling. Yet 
t~Is money IS splashed about to give a good 
t1me. to Labour delegates ! It is very wrong. 
As 1t was on the eve of an election it 
savours almost of a political bribe. I yoicc 
my objection to it, and counsel the Premier 
t,o be more cautious and prudent in future' 
by not extending such hospitalitv at the 
expense of taxpayers. ' 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpn) [2.55 p.m.]: 
I should like to pay a tribute to the verv 
fine services rendered by the Under Secre­
tary and Clerk of the Excctd i ve Council 
(Mr. G. W. Watson), the Chief Clerk and 
Official Secretary to the Premier (Mr. 'l'. 
Hope), and the Secretary to d1e Premier 
(Mr. R. McAllister). I fool I speak for every 
hon .. mcn.lber when I say that on every 
occasiOn Jt has been the duty of an hon. 
member ro approach any one of these officials 
that he has rooeived unfailing courtesy. I 
can say the same of the other officials of 
the dcparbnont with whom -,ve corne jnto 
contact to a lesser <0xtent. They have per­
formed the1r onerous clutic' aclmirablv in 
the laot (WPlvc months. ' 

I was astounded at the statements rw1cle 
concer1~ing the publicity ofiiccr. l eau 
appremate the view of hon. members 
opposite, because they cannot value the 
:i]nccrity of purpose of the Government and 
assess at its true value what they arc doing 
for Queensland. They look at every actiod 
o~ the Goycrnrnent frou1 a sordid point of 
YJC\\ for th(' purpose of seeing what political 
capital they can make from it. They cannot 
{'Oncc~Yc. of .the t;iovernrnent's doing anything 
that 1s w the rntere,ts of the St'lte or it' 
peopl('. for \Yhoin when they vverc iu office 
they careJ noching. During the last few 
months we have had the priYilege of reading 
some wonderful article> published in the 
Press by tho publicity officer. 

I was pleased to hear the Premier 
announce that he had delegated to this 
official the duty of making an invo-.tigation 
ir~to t 1u: tourlst traffic. Que('nsland posso~sc:3 
some of tlk gr-_atest scenery in the world, 
but it is little known. No extensiYo publicity 
campaign has been carried on outside of 
Queensland. I suggest to the Premier that 

[Mr. JVlaJnr. 

Mr. Ferguson should not confine his inquiries 
to Queensland, but that he shou]J also 
investigate the methods adopted by the 
various bureaux in the other States. 

The PREMIER : I intend to do so. 
:Yir. P. K. COPLEY: I am pleased to 

have that interjection. Despite the very 
fine work performed by Mrs. T. J. Ryan in 
Melbourne as the representative of the 
Tourist Bureau, she is very severely handi­
capped because of its location anJ posi­
tion of the offices. I only hope that the 
publicity officer, after making his investi­
gations) will give an unbiased opinion as to 
what he considers is the right thing to do. 
Tourist, traffic is worth catering for. New 
Zealand makt's hundreds of thousands of 
pounds from it. \V c have in North Queens­
lar:d scenery equal to that found in New 
:t.ealancl, although not of the ~amc kind. 
Our Yiews are incornparablc. 

The lwn. member for \Vest Moreton 
indulged in a specious kind of political 
prO)lagancla when he said that he " under­
stood" that the publicity officer accom­
panied t ho Premier on his visits to the 
South. It is a scandalous state of affair' 
lrhen hon. rurrnlwrs I1lako stateurents sueh 
as .. I heard something of that descrip­
tion." 

Mr . .MAHER : Do you 'ay he did not go? 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am only rderring 
to the statement of the hon. member and 
C'ritiC'i;:_ing H. That is the type of \Yhi~pcring 
:-;!andcr vve are COP1pclh'd to <-'omb(.Lt. f-Ion. 
lncrnbf'r:-3 opposite listen to \vhi:-;pt'rs and 
f\')H?at thoso whispeTs on tlw floor of thi~ 
Chamber in a way that is unbpcoming. An 
hon. member should Le prepared to make a 
definite statemeut on the floor of this Cham­
ber. But these methods are typical of the 
propaganda of the Opposition. It is high 
time we had .a publicity officer, not only to 
dr>al with matters that are !lOW coming 
within the pun·iew of this official, but also 
with statements made in this Chamber and 
the Tory PrPss to the disadvantage of 
Queensland. I hope the publicity officer will 
continue the good work he is doing. lt is all 
yerv lino to hear the hon. member for We% 
lllo~eton a~sert that the publicitv officer is 
held bv the Premier in the hoflow of his 
hands, 'and that it would only be wise of him 
to gi ye the Premier a pat on the back, as 
it might be to his advantage some time in 
the future. That is typical of the criticism 
of the Opposition. The people of Queens­
land know that Labour stands for complete 
freo<hm of thought. Officers of the public 
service are absolutely unhampered at the 
present time, but what was the position 
when the Opposition were in power? Was 
any employee in the Government service 
prepared to express his political opinion 
during the time when public servants were 
o:.>tlawed and robbed of access to the Inclus­
i rial Court and when freedom of thought and 
a.ction was denied to them? The hon. mem­
ber fo_r W e~t Moreton thinks along one line, 
hi-; n1ind runs in a groovf\ .and he cannot 
concciYe of an ap]1ointn1cnt, such as that of 
Mr. Ferguson, for the purpose of gaining 
advantage for the State, hut must think he 
hos hPen appointed in order to give the 
Premier a pat on the back. If such motives 
actuated the J\Ioore Government in making 
annointmPnts. he should not imagine that 
stich wrclicl considerations govern appoiNt­
ments by the Labour Party. The intel!igonoc 
of hon. momb0rs opposite is not oven groat 
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enough to enable them to appreciate the 
fact that other people do not think on the 
same lines as they do. 

Distinguished visitors have often been 
granted many privileges in this State in the 
past. and such priYileges were made available 
to the delegates to the Labour Convention 
at Maryborough. I congratulate the Premier 
upon making passes available for distin­
gui·shed visitors in order that they may view 
our State. 

Mr. MAHER: ·why not let them pay their 
own fares? 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: Why did not the 
ex-Secretary for Railways adopt that atti­
tude in regard to the train trip to Gladstone 
during the time the JVIoore Government were 
in power? It is just as well to remind hon. 
members opposite of these things. \Vhen 
you live in a glass house, you cannot afford 
to throw ·stones. 

In regard to the suggestion that Mr. 
Ferguson would •ttilise his time in political 
propaganda for the Government, l desire 
to quote a paragrar'h that appears in tho 
" Couricr-::\Iail" of 20th J ulv this vear. 
This paragraph occupies about ·half a column 
and is headed, "~o Panic on ' ~iagara,' '' 
with a sub-heading '· Mrs. Lyons distributes 
Chocolates." It then states-

" In a radio message from the 
'Niagara,' Mr. R. I. Douglas. Com­
monwealth Publicity Officer, gaYe a 
graphic account of tho collision .... At 
the time of the collision Mr. and Mrs. 
Lyons were in their cabin, situated a 
few feet from whcro the ' King Egbert' 
,truck the 'Niagara,' and both saw the 
ships draw apart. I was emeq;ing from 
the dinjng-roorn when I savv the 'King 
Egbcrt ' appear phantom-like. The next 
inetant I was shaken bv the sftock of the 
in1pact." ~ 

I do not dcsirP to draw rtnv uHreasonable 
inference. but the article sr'o.tes that lYir. 
and Mrs. Lvons \verc situated a fu\v feet frorn 
where the· " King Egbert " struck the 
"::'-liagara," and he (the Publicity Officer) 
was earning out of the djning-roorn 1 appar­
ently son1e distance away, and to use his 
own words, " I was shaken by the shock of 
the impact." The account of the affair 
endeavours to place the Prime ::VIinister and 
hi,, wife on a pe·destal. 

Later on in the same paragraph a caption 
says-

" Mr. Lyons has his shave." 

Surely this is a daily incidet(t with Mr. 
Lyons. This is not tlte case of a publicity 
officer who is sent Soulh to make inspections 
and report to the Government. This officer 
was sent across to the other side of the world, 
and when he sendr; out these report.s they 
are published in the newspapers under h(•avv 
headlines-" Mr. Lyons has his daily shave'" 
(Government laughter.) That is the type of 
report sent out by a publicity officer 
employed by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. Thi,s is a publicity officer giving out 
to the world information about the Prime 
Minister of a nation ! He is not dealing 
with the Premier of a State. He <J.dds-

" . . . Mr. Lyons, unmoved by the 
shock of the collision, proceeded to 
shave and announced his intention 
shortly to retire to bed." 

He tells the world that the Prime Minister 
is going to bed-

" ... He advised others to do likP­
wise, but no others followed his 
example." 

According to Mr. Douglas, nobody else went 
to bed. He proceeds further, and I am not 
aware whether this was after the Hon. J. A. 
Lyons retired to bed-

" . . . Mrs. Lyons handed chocolates 
around.'' 

That is the sort of thing we get from the 
publicity officer not of a Labour but of a 
Nationalist Administration; the publicity 
officer not of a State but of a nation. Hon. 
members opposite of the same political 
kidney as Lyons and Company stand up and 
have the audacity to attack the appointment 
of Mr. Ferguson as publicity officer. If 
Mr. Ferguson wrote an article like that 
regarding the Premier I should be one, as 
no doubt the Premier would, to say to l1im, 
" Ferguson, you are making a clown of 
yourself. Get out." Mr. Ferguson is there 
to do a specific job for the State. He io not 
there to make a fool of the Premier in the 
eyes of the world as Douglas made of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lyons. 

Mr. WATERS (Kez,·in Grove) [3.7 p.m.]: 
I deprecate tho attack by hon. members 
opposite on the appointment of Mr. Ferguson 
to the position of State Publicity Officer. 
I have had the privilege of the gentleman's 
friendship for the last ten years. The base 
insinuations that have been hurled across 
this Chamber by members opposite arc quite 
unfounded and unwarranted. After all, 
Governments and public departments havf! 
now to grapple with problems that did not 
confront them twenty or thirty years ago. 
Almost every Government in Australia at 
the present time has a publicity officer. It 
is a well known fact that the Opposition 
when in power heavily subsidised ="ationalist 
newspapers throughout this State by way of 
large amounts for advertising purpose•,, 
which amounted to a direct grant from the 
Government funds. It is preposterous and 
absurd for them to raise a storm over the 
appointment of Mr. Ferguson. The worth 
of the gentleman can be judged by a perusal 
of his articles on the Barrier Reef. I am 
certain that tho result of his investigation 
into the possibilities of the tourist irade 
will be something really worth while to this 
State. He is an accomplished man. H(' is 
highly honoured in his profession and the 
State of Queensland is lucky to ~btain the 
services of a man of his calibre. Hon. 
members opposite were certainly at a lo>s 
for something to say when they made an 
attack on this appointment, particularly in 
view of the fact that whilst they were iu 
power they poured thousands of pounds 
into the ="ationalist newspapers by wav of 
advertisement in order to bolster up a verv 
weak case. " 

Item (Chief Secretary's Department-Chief 
Office) agreed to. 

AGE:<rT-GENERAL FOR THE STATE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay) [3.9 p.m.]: I move-

" That £8,302 be granted for ' Agent­
General for the State.' " 

Mr. PLUNKETT (A.lbert) [3.9 p.m.]: I 
have had the opportunity of being in the 
office of the Agent-General for Queensland 
in England and seeing the work that is 
being done by Mr. Pike and hearing tht> 

Mr. Plnnkett.] 
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encomium' of the people of the high standard 
of the work he is doing in the interests of the 
State. I cannot let this opportunity P"" 
of drawing the attention of hon. members to 
the high standard of Mr. Pike's work and 
the opinion of his work held by people in 
England. It is with a great deal of ple;tsurc 
that I am able to say that I was very 
gratified indeed to hear the fine references 
made to his ability and tact and the w'!y ;11 
which he worked on behalf of Queensland 
over there. It should be pleasing to all 
Queemla.nders to know that our reprewn· 
tative i11 England is held in the highc,;t 
esteem. 

Mr. :'\ICKLIK (Jiunumbu) [3.11 p.m.l: 
I take this opportunity of congratnlating 
the Acting Agent-General on his excellent 
report and the splcndi<l work he has per· 
fonned in the mother countrv on behalf 
of this Stat.•. It is pleasing t"o note from 
that report that increasing quantities of our 
pri1nary products he-:, ve lwcn consurned by 
the British people during the period under 
revie-w, despite the criticism vve have hea.rd 
of the British policy in this respect. We 
mmt rcali"e the difficulty faring tho British 
Governrnent in carrying out their agricul­
tural policy. When we look back over the 
w>tr years and realise the difficulties the 
British Govorn.rnent had to face in provid­
ing food for their peoplt', we must at leaot 
appreciate their Yie,vpoint and a.dn1it that 
Britain is justified in doing her bo,t to 
SU]JJlly the needs of her people. We appre· 
cate the fact th>tt consic!Nablo preference 
is given to the British Don1inions, as re Yea led 
by the gradually incre:tsed s.alos of our 
prnnary products in England during the past 
t\Yelve months. 

Another important f<>ature of the activities 
of the Acting Agent-General during the 
period under review is the fact that he has 
vi~ited -..:arious provincial centres in Eng­
land in an Pndeavour to push our product<::. 
Too much effort had be<'ll crntred in London 
iu the past and insufficient consideration 
gi•·cn to the outlying parts of the British 
lsl''"· It is pleasing to note that the Agent­
General has visitPcl the lH'oYincial centr(~::; of 
Great Britain wher0 he undoubtedly found 
large markets available to our products. 

It must be pleasing to eYerybody to learn 
from tiw report that. there has been a con· 
sidera.blc improvement in the standard of 
our products dnring the past twelve months. 
That has boon the goal of our primary 
producers for many years and it is a cause 
for sati,.faction that their efforts are bearing 
fruit. One particularly notable exa.rnple 
is tlw sa le of Queensland Bggs in London. 
The Quecmla.nd Egg Board is to be con· 
gratnlotcd on the high standard of its 
export egg pack. Unfortunately, we had 
an incident during the past twelve months 
\dH'rc Pggs frotn another State adversely 
.a.ffeetecl the sale of egf!s from the wbol<' 
of Awtralia on the English market. Tt is 
gratifying to see that the excellent quality 
of the board's export pack was recognised 
on the London market with the result that 
the sale of Queensland eggs was not affected 
to anv great extent. The board is to be 
congratulated for giving such an excolT'ent 
l0ad to the whole of Austra.lia. 

There has been satisfacton' progress in 
the "r·a le of Que<'nsland apples" over "the last 
thr00 Years. UnfortunatPlv. the 1100d work 
of the. past two years cot,"ld not b0 carried 
on during this seaso" owing to the great 

[Jir. Pl1rnkett. 

dama.ge done by hail in the Stanthorpe dis­
trict early th1s year. In common with other 
primary producers, the apple growers of 
Queensland have made every effort to 
improve the quality of their products and 
in recent years Queensland apples, particu· 
larly Granny Smiths, have topped the 
English market. Given faYotuable seasons 
in this State a.nd freedom from hail and 
similar seaso.nal troul;Jles, there is undoub­
tedly a future for the export of Queensland 
apples. WD have the advantage of being 
able to put our apples on tho British market 
a fortnight or three weeks before the 
Southern States can ·do so, and if that 
attention which has been given to the 
improvement of our standard of packing is 
continued there is no reason why Queensland 
apples should not play a very important 
parL on the British ma"ket. 

Another feature in the report to which I 
wish to refer is the fact that Queensland 
pineapples are finding an important pbce 
or1 tho British n1arket. For many years it 
has not been possible for Queensland pine, 
apple grow<>rs to get their product on that 
n1arkct in ;1ny qnantity, owi1~g J-o S()YL'f(' 

cotnpetition fron1 tl~c- cheaper product of 
Singapore. F'·1r that reason we concc·nt.ratcd 
oue efforts mainly on the Canadian market, 
but owing to the effect of the Ottawa Agree­
rncnt the canned pineapple market in Canada 
has been scriou,.ly affected, and it has been 
necessary for Qu8ens1and to turn her att_cn­
tion to tho British market. It is pleasmg­
io know tl~1t as a result. of +1

1c v.-~ry great 
itnpron~uwnt· in the~ ~tandard of the {~uecEs­
lnucl can1wd p·:near1plf' pack, the prc.srn·ct-., 
on tile Briti~h rnarket arc~ consitlPrabl:v 
improvcr.l. Dm·;ng tiw last fP\\ mo::tbs th:' 
rnanager for thP Cornrnitice of Diror:t:op. r.:i 
Fruit :rviarketing, l\lr. Ranger, has been 
in England on behalf of the Quecnsiand 
p!neapple grOWE1 rs, and has largcl_y in~reascd 
the trade and secured an ovcrsea markd 
that will undoubtedly have a g-reat brctring 
on the future of the industry. Unfortunately 
for our efforts to irnpro.-e the marketing of 
Q:JCensland pineapplE'" in London, the pre· 
sent crop has been a very lig·ht one, and 
the quantity of fruit available for export 
has not been a~ great as one could wish. 

Considering :Yir. Pike's evidence on the 
\Yhol<', he ic to be commended for his efforts 
on behalf of the State, and I bave very 
much pleasure indeed in commending his 
report and his actions during the period 
under review. 

Mr. CONROY (Maranou) [3.17 p.m.]: It 
is pleasing indeed to hear the remarks of 
hon. members opposite in regard to this 
.-ate. It is particularly important at the 
present time that we should have a repre, 
s~ntative of this State in London. My 
reason for saying so will become apparent 
when I quote this extract from the report-

" The revolutionarv schcn1es which 
are being applied to "British agriculture 
arc cau.sing rnost soriou._ anxiety to 
Dominion countries, and whether out. of 
these cl1anges, actual and prospectr;;e, 
some policy will be compounded whiCh 
will not militate greatly against the 
interests of Dorninion producers is at 
present a q11estion of grave and con­
siderable doubt. 

"I ha Ye endeavoured frorn time to 
tlrne to keep your G-overnment i nfonncd 
on these matt;ers, realising as I do 
their all-important bearing upon the 



Supply. [17 OcTOBER.] Supply. 665 

many problems your GovermneLt ,; 
endeavouring to solve in the proper 
development of our own State." 

Th:, i3 t!i_, mo~t imporla!1t part of this 
rPport-

" \Vhat should be emphasised here, 
perhaps, is the fact that the traditional 
British policy of buying nece~sities in 
the cheapest market-Ernpir0 or foreign 
-has been aba11doned; now and here­
after, it has been determined, British 
agriculture must co1nc within the orbit 
of 'that protection ,policy which ,,-as 
adopted prior to, and confirmed by, the 
Ottawa Conference." 

The prospects of our primary industries 
interested in the export trade arc somewhat 
obscure. The meat industry has been stabil­
ised to some extent, but we are extremely 
uncertain as to what may happen in other 
exporting primary industries. 'vV c note, 
perhaps with some concern, the increased 
quantities of butter, pork and mutton placed 
on the British market by this country, and 
I anticipate that serious difficulties will be 
encountered in the nea1' future if the export 
of those products continues to increase and 
the British people, naturally, endeavour to 
protect their home industries. I sineerely 
hope that my fears arc groundless. Other 
countries of the world, notably Kew Zealand, 
have also increased their export of these com­
modities, and the United States of America 
has also entered the pork export trade. The 
export of cheese has not increased to the 
same extent as that of butter and pork, but I 
fear that the destinies of these major export­
ing primary industries are at present in the 
lap of the gods. However, we shall have 
an alert, efficient officer in Mr. Pike to watch 
our interests and to inform the Government 
of vital changes from time to time. 

In his report Mr. Pike also makes refer­
ence to the sugar industry. I was somewhat 
surprised to read his remarks concerning it. 
Apparently, the prospects of the Queensland 
sugar industry in Great Britain are not so 
favourable as I am sure many of us imagined. 
The report goes on to say that it was fm·tu­
nate that the Premier should have arrived 
in London at the time he did, and that as 
a result of his visit considerable benefit will 
accrue to the sugar industry. It adds-

" The Premier was able to devote much 
of his time to a study and investigation 
of this many-phased problem. His 
presence in London was also fortuitous 
from the point of view of the Australian 
sugar industry, for at that time important 
developments were taking place in London 
in the reorganisation of certain Empire 
bodies with which the Queensland sugar 
authorities are affiliated. Moreover. the 
opportunity was taken by the Premier 
to assist in constituting the Inter­
Dominion Sugar Committee as an official 
body, of which it was agreed I should 
act as chairman for the ensuing twelve 
months." 

It will be welcome news to the people 
associated with the sugar industry that Mr. 
Pike is to be the chairman of the Inter­
Dominion Sugar Committee during the 
ensuing twelve months. He will be in close 
touch with all matters bearing on this very 
important industry in this State. 

The report contains much information of 
gt·eat importance. I take this opportunity 

of conunending to the Government that por­
tion of it referring to the fur industry. For 
several years restrictions have been imposed 
on the gathering of opossum skins. I know 
that the reason was that large stocks of 
skins were held in Great Britain, which 
could not be disposed of at a reasonable 
price. It appears that the market has now 
become more favourable, for the Acting 
Agent-General states-

" Australian opossums were in fair 
supply, but offerings were largely made 
up of previous season's collections and 
very few fresh parcels wore available, 
this being due to the fact that all States 
have been closed for trapping during 
the year. At the la'st sales, the excep­
tionally small collection was in keen 
request, the best blue selling particularly 
well and prices advanced 10 per cent. 

" Brokers are of opinion that, had the 
season been open and the size of the 
catch normal, the demand for Queens­
land opossums would have been steady, 
especially for those originating in South 
Queensland and the better sections of 
Central Queensland, the demand through­
out being for skms of good quahty, stze, 
and colour." 

This industry provides a good deal of work 
for our people. It enables many men to 
add to their 10arnings during the short 
season that is usually proclaimed. I ask 
the Government to consider the opening of 
an opossum season next year. Like all other 
skins opossum skins when held for some time 
deteriorate in value and it is only natural 
that then there is no demand for them. If 
the recommendation of the Acting Agent­
General is adopted, the Government could 
closely watch the results, and if that 
course was justified reopen the season m 
the following year. Tl1is is not what. on_e 
would ea]] a large industry, although 1t Js 

a very i1nportant one. 
Mr. WALKER: It is worth £500,000 a year. 

Mr. CONROY: It pro,·ides some work 
for our people. There are many unem­
ploved and the opening of an opossum season 
wo{;ld enable many of these men to get 
:nvay from the centres of population and 
earn some money. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora} [3.29 p.m.]: I 
had the pleasure some time ago of visiting 
the office of the Agent-General, and after 
reading the nPxt report of the Acting Agent­
General I wus firmlv of opinion that if the 
Government intended to continue Mr. Pike 
as Acting Agent-General his time would be 
taken up on matters other than those of a 
commercial character. Men who have repre­
sented Queensland as Agents-General in 
London have told us that apart from investi­
gating commercial matters, much of their 
time is taken up in travelling, attending 
conferences, and in social gatherings. 

Anv information that can be obtained in 
rega;d to markets in the old country will 
be of great help to the primary producers 
in this State. I remember on one occasion 
one of the representatives of our buthcr 
factories advised us that drought prevailed 
in a certain country and that we should be 
well advised to hold our butter for a little 
while. We acted on that advice and made 
£4,000. It is of great advantage to people 
concerned in the export of pri1nary fH·odud,s 

111 r. W aner.l 
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tliat they should be posted with informatiou 
rehtu1g to nrarkets and c(:::nditions abroad. 

The PRDI!ER: The ::\cw Zen land Govm-u­
ment held butter for a p0riod al!Cl lust 
£2.00:'.000. 

:\1r. \Y ALKER: That wa, the tiu1e thP 
State handled it. 

The PRE~l!ER: 1'\o. it wa.' controlled by 
boards. 

l\Ir. WALKER: At the present time our 
d;ur_v compamos arc comprised of men of 
good character and commercial abilitv. The 
Agent-qeneral, or, as at present the· Acting 
Agent-General, should be assisted bv a com­
mercial _man wh? would be able to supply 
us Wlth m~orma_bon regardmg the likelihood 
of a nsc ut pnces or, as th<~ hon. 1ncrnbcr 
for Mar'm?a stated, any information as to 
the eondtbon of the market for our com­
modities. I recollect that before the 
opossun1 season \vas opened on the last 
occasion certain information was obtained 
from t!Je old country and the result was 
that £o00,000 worth of skins were sold. At 
the present time if information is desired 
on a matter like that it has to be askerl 
~or .. A comrnercial 1nan acting in con­
JUnction with the Art i11g Agent.-(}enera1 
would be of gn'at service to th;s State and 
the expenditure incurred by his appoint­
ment would bo warranted. I should much 
prefer that the amo'mt allocated for the 
cmplo,·mcnt o~ the publicitv officer her<' 
should be ntilisccl for the payment of a 
c_?rnmerctal n1an to assist the Acting ~\gent­
(,encral. I am sure the appointment of 
a pers?n w1t~1 commerctal knowledge would 
result Hl an Increased price for our primary 
products. and that much worrv would 
thereby be saved to those people· who are 
lJandling out exports. In the old davs 
the butter and cheese factories had thc'ir 
agcllts, but we found that greater .advantarrc 
could be gained by having men on the 
l>oard~ who were prepared to stud v matters 
rPlatmg- to marketing. It would be of "rea+ 
assista1~ce if '\VC received inforn1ation fron; 
the Agent-General's. office in regard to 
droughts m competmg countries or short­
age~ of any commodity or the likelihood of 
a nse in price. It would be the dutv of a 
emu.mcrcjal 111an appointed io a:-;.-;i.~t the 
Acting Agent-General to proYide that, 
1nforrnation. 

Dming my tour abroad I visited the 
Agent-General's office, but there was no 
act1nty there. Mr. Fihelly, the ex-Agent­
General,_ \Vas on lns \Vay home, and nothing 
was bemg done at the Agent-General's 
officP. There was a clispla y of fish in the 
wmdow at the time which \Vas of no earthly 
value to Queensland, except from the museunl 
point of view. It may be suggested that 
we. have Mr. Bruce over thoro; but I would 
pomt out that Mr. Bruce is engaged in 
matters of Australian-widc interest and is 
handhng subj<>cts far removed from those 
on which we require. information. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [3.35 p.m.]: 
The report of tho Agent-General takes us 
oply to the end of last yBar, but that is 
t~e umal p~actice. The Acting Agent­
Generitl certamly does very excellent work 
with the limited funds at his disposal, and 
I do not thmk the Government-and this 
1s the view taken by previous GnvBrnments 
-would be wise . in amalgamat.ing- tile 
Qneenslancl office w1th At,tralia House. 

[Jir. Walker. 

The PRE~11ER : I think it would be a retro­
grade 'tep. 

Mr. RUSSELL: I think it would be. 
\Vhile Anstralia House was established for the 
purpose of co-ordinating State activities, the 
High Commissioner seems to be totally occu­
pied with national and international prob­
lems. The work of repre,enting the States 
must, therefore, fall upon the agencies of the 
States. Of late years the tendency has been 
for each State to control its own commBrcial 
representation. The States of New South 
\Vales, South Australia, and Victoria have 
specialised largely on the commercial activi­
ties of their Agents-General. RecBntly Sir 
Richard Linton, Agent-General for Victoria, 
tnatle an extensive tour of the main centres 
of population beyond London and came 
into uir<Oct contact with the wholesalers, 
distributors •and retailers of Australian 
commodities in order to make himself 
familia.r with the conditions surrounding 
the sale of Victorian products chiefly. There 
is no doubt the information he gathered 
will be of iuestimable value to Victorian 
exportel's. :'i"ew South Wales recently 
appointed Mr. Heath as a sort of commer· 
eta] attache to the New South Wales office. 
I1t~ 1~ doing sirujlar \York. Ile has been 
utilised by l.ho KPw South Wales Govern­
n.wnt tq a'ttcnd conference.s of a connnercial 
nat1He. Generally speaking, his appoin_t­
ment has been justified. South AustraLa 
followed a similar practice. Mr. :\fcCann. 
the [Jl·rsc.nt unnrnercial representative of 
South Au ~~·.alia. is also en1ployed chic~y 
c•n comnlc'n·;a] \HJrk. Although Austraha 
Honsc is C'-j)ccted to look after the interests 
of all the States. those I have mer.tioned 
recognise that Australia House is so over­
burdened with national and international 
work that the int0rests of a given State might 
bo overlooked. That is the reason why 
several of them have dPcided to utilise the 
~ervices of cornrnercia1 1ncn to fo3ter lracle 
in their mvn pxport.c The moYPH!CIIt has 
proved fairly successfnl. 

Of ro:usc. anybody endca vourin,g to put a 
ccnnmercial line en the British markd meets 
1.'\-ith tren1cndous o1Jstflc1C's. A vast an1ount 
of prejudice h'~S to be overcome. People 
bccon1e ac-customed to a C't~rtain con1n1odity 
aud a certain stvlc of packing. It is yery 
diffic ·1h. to vvcan ~thcrn from their allcrria.uco 
to recos;ni.~1:d brand~ of con1moditic-,, 
Nevertheless. by steady application and 
useful propaganda ~and ron"ta.nt canvassing 
amongst the vendors of the products con­
cerned, n great deal of prejudice is bo1ug 
broken -dow.n and. judg-ing from my own 
personal obscn·ation, thct'P is no dm,bt 
that there is a vcrv ~trong ~cntlrncnt in 
Great Brititin for all the Dominions. 'Ih,, 
British folk recognise that Austr·dia ); ' 
been willing at all titn('S to do h•'r p:nt 
in the furth(·ra.nce of En1pire intt-~rP:;t~. \~ 
I ha.ve said on frcqnPnt occagions, that 
sentiment hcing such as it is, there is a big 
fielu for <'Xploitation by Australian 
exporters. 

It is just a question whether w0 s'wuld 
not in ere as•• the usdu !no" of the Queens­
land offices I have a ycrv ~Teat regard 
for Mr. Pike·. I know Hw v'Uri;;us activities 
in which he is engaged. and thqt he leads 
a verv lmsy life. The results he has 
achievE"] with the comparatively small staff 
at his disposal sneak well for his assiduity. 
\V e know that the. tendency is for primary 
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prcducors and exporters to combine opera­
tions so that competition will be eliminated, 
1 nd the expense of distribution minimised. 
W c arc all agreed that the days of insane 
cmnpetition and undue price cutting are 
coming to an end, and that ovcrv rnan 
engagr>d in industr~v is entitled to ~a fair 
reward for his labour. With the formation 
of such organisations, the task of disposing 
of our products in Great Britain becomes 
somewhat easier. We know the succc.•s with 
which the dairying industry has met in the 
United Ki"gdom as a result of amalgamation 
of interests, stabilising markets, and prc­
vbntion of undue competition. 'There is a 
certain amount of c·ompctition between 
brand and brand, but in the main there 
i~ an undPr.,tar::ding bebYern Sl"llcrs on the 
other side to keep the prices as high as 
po;sible in the interests of the Australian 
producer. 'l'hal system has been applied 
w1th equal success !-> all other primary 
prcducts. vVhile I have cverv desire that 
Que-ensland should co-operate with other 
Sta1,es in Australia that are exporting the 
same commodities, 1 feel that we must not 
be Dver::e to ar<v 0ffcrt towarJs fo~h~ring 
t1·adc• for om own produ~ts. I ehoulcl l'ke 
to Si' RODlC' sy;.;t.en1 introduced \Yh~'rc!Jy the 
Agent-General could be brought into ;.lo•cr 
contact with the distributo"' in Great Bt·itain 
of QueeEsland products, with whom he 
~ould co-operate in an effort to keep the 
marknt price at the highest level. vYc know 
that the Federal Govermnf'nt allot ~crtain 
mms annually fm propaganda purposes, 
and Queensland certainlv must deriYc some 
bcne'it from that advertising, but there 
is a good deal to be done bv our own 
rcpusentatives in London to see that Queens­
land goods bring better prices on thL' 
markets of Great Britain than thev have 
lY·cn commanding. 'That is whY i: have 
always been of opinion that th~e commercial 
side of the Agent-General's office has been 
somewhat negh>cted-not by design, but 
because W(> have not given due. recognition 
to thP necessity for increasing the com­
mercial staff of the London office. 

I commend these views to the Premier. 
He has been over there himself, and may 
agree with me that something could be done 
so that we might, from motives of patriot­
ism in respect of our own State, utilise all 
the agencies that we have to further the 
trade between Queensland and Great 
Britain. What the hon. member for 
Cooroora has said with regard to exports is 
practically true, but a great deal of atten­
tion has been paid by the publicity depart­
ment of the Commonwealth office to foster­
ing a greater trade in the north of England 
and the south of Scotland. 'To-day fairlv 
large shipments are made to such centr.;s 
a.s Glasgow, Liverpool, Avonmouth and 
sometimes Manchester-all large centres of 
population. \Ye have a great number of 
friends in those centres, and their activities 
should be co-ordinated for the purpose of 
boosting our own goods. 

The Acting Agent-General has dealt with 
a great number of subjects, which shows 
the wide ramifications of his office. 'There 
is no doubt that in regard to many of 
those commodities Mr. Pike has gained a 
very particular knowledge that has been of 
great service to the State. I think we all 
admit that he did great work for us at 
Ottawa in connection with the sugar busi­
ness, and in view of the fact that the 

British Government to-day are rcoetting 
their programme we have to be alert to see 
that Queensland does not make a worse 
bargain than she did on the previous 
occasiou. Judging by present indications, it 
would appear that there is a possibility of 
making an agTeement with regard to sugar 
that will be as favourable to us e.s the 
proviorus ono. 

'The PREMIER : Certain proposals are being 
considered now. 'There will be a conference 
on the matter in February. 

Mr. RUSSELL: Quite so. I am sure that 
in Mr. Pike's hands our interests will be 
amply safeguarded. I was sorry indeed to 
see the reference in the report to the grading 
of timber, and I think the attention of 
the Sub-Department of Forestry should be 
drawn to this defect in our export regula­
tions. We all know that the British market 
is a most exacting one. Its operators are 
the most particular buyers in the world. 
'They are so well catered for that they can 
lay down terms in their contracts that no 
other nation could. It is a valuable market, 
however, and once we get their support it 
would be very hard for anyone else to get 
in. 'The Acting Agent-General makes refer­
ence to some dc'fect in the grading of our 
timber, and evidently the certificate from the 
Sub-Department of Forestry is not enough. 
I am well acquainted with the conditions 
that apply in America: the different lumber 
associations have very strict grading rules, 
and anvone buying American or Canadian 
lumber 'knows that he will get timber true 
to specification. 'That is one reason why 
American timber is so well liked in the 
South. We shall have to do that with our 
shipments of timber, particularly plywood 
timbers. When I was over there I investi­
gated the plvwood business for myself, and 
there is no doubt that there was just cause 
for complaint. vVe have some beautiful 
woods that make very lino veneers, and it 
would he a pity to jeopardise the trade for 
the want of more c·areful supervision at the 
point of export. 'That is a matter that the 
Sub-Department of Forestry might well take 
up, because the people over here are very 
anxious indeed to keep their plywood mills 
going. In this way it would encourage the 
disposal of its veneer logs, and also foster 
employment of labour in the timbC'I' areas. 

Mr. Pike is quite nwar<e of the ,criousness 
of the present situation in regard to Great 
Britain's agricultural policy. 'The matter 
has been thP subject in Australia of " good 
dE·al of debate and no doubt some bickPring. 
We do not know what will happen in Jhn 
future, except that the British Government 
have ·firmly decided to encourage their 
agricultural industries to their fullest, as 
they arc entitled to do. It is our dutY to 
ad~ocato an unrestricted market for · our 
primarv products, but much depends on the 
~a>c we cnu put up. Tt is hv the ad \'Ocacv 
of such men as :\ir. Pike. allied with oth<'r 
Australians in Grl'at Britain and all the 
organisations engaged in selling our pro~ 
ducts, that wP can make out a strong case 
to inflw•ncc public opinion O\'er th;:-·· ~. _\n 
lmpPrial Conference is to take place in 
London rwxt y<'ar for the purpose of 
remodelling the Ottawa Agrec:ncnt. lt will 
be our opportunity then to put up the bcsL 
case we can in the hope that we may lJC 
able to make a much better deal th"n we 
did at Ottawa. 

Ji1·. Russell.l 
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11r. :I-WORE (A ubigny) [3.53 p.m.]: 
There IS no doubt that Mr. Pike is carryiug 
out his duties very satisfactorily. His report 
is a very illuminating one, ,clearly setting 
out the various factors that ha vc a beariug 
on the marketing of Australian goods in 
general and those of Queensland in par­
ticular. In his interesting report, at page 
4. ht) ~ays-

" The interest rates in Great Britain 
have fallen to unde1· a 3·per-cent. 
basis, and seem likely to fall further. 
This tendency has boon a. natural ono. 
and has been made possible by the sonnd 
budgetary policy and the banking skill 
of London. It is now apparent that 
th<> banking centre of the world, which 
at one time seemed likely to move to 
America, has now definitely returned to 
London, and the Empire a1id the sterling 
countries have already ta.ken advantage 
of this fact. 

" While it is doubtful whether the 
coming year will witness any great 
advanc~ in prices, owing to the hea.Yy 
stocks m most commodities, it is fairly 
safe to assume tha.t the example which 
Great Britain has given in restoring 
coufidence will be followed by other 
countries, and that co-operation towards 
the lowering of trade barriers and the 
rehabilitation of international credit by 
sounrl finance wtll pave the way to better 
conditions throughout the world." 

He pla.ces his finger on the vital spot when 
he says that ''The lowering of trade barriers 
and the rehabilitation of international credit 
by sound finances will pave the way to better 
conditions throughout the world." ·we have 
observed the improvement in Australia that 
followe~l the adoption of these principles 
and It Is pleasmg to ha.ve confirmation from 
the Acting Agent-General in London in the 
paragr,.phs in which he stresses the advan­
tages that have accrued and arc likelv to 
accrue from an observauce of these ~ita! 
fa·cto" .. He offers some very interesting 
observabons on the meat export industry, 
wluch are set out on •)lage 8 of his report-

.. The imports of frozen bce>f tin 
quarters and sides) into the United 
Kingdom in 1934 totalloc! 108 438 tons 
an increase of 31,904 tons ove; the prc: 
nous . year. Australian shipments, 
"mountmg to 66,153 tom. exceeded those 
of 1933 by 18,796 tons. The imports 
ft-om :'\ew Zealand wore 34,862 tons, com­
pa.red w1th 21.550 tons: and those from 
the Argentine were 4,858 tons, as against 
5,695 tons in the previous yE'ar.'' 

This shows that the Ottawa Aureernent had 
a very big influence upon the ~eat industrv 
in Australia, and that we secured a much 
larger proportion of the Imperial market 
than before. To-day, owing to the dry season, 
we arc unable to make up our quota. This 
report shows that trade is increasing, and 
that we are getti_ng an expanding share of 
the valuable Bntish meat market. and tha.t 
there is a good Olltlook for the future. 

In another portion of tlw report the Acting 
Agent-General talks about our possibilities 
ii, the export of pork. 

''This rapid growth of pork imports 
was Yie•Yed with appr<>hcnsion bv the 
Jmperial Government havinu re""a-rd to 
their cle,ire to protect home" production. 
and in August last thev announced that 
they desired to restrict the imports for 

[Mr. Moore. 

the latter half of 1934, as from 1st July, 
by 40 per cent. It was found. howe.-er, 
that owing to the large number of for­
ward commitments made for the latter 
half of tbe vear it was impossible to 
keep the figures down to the Govern­
ment's wishes, but undoubtoc!ly, in 
gerwral, the spirit of those wishes was 
kept, and imports were less than they 
utherwise would have been. This scheme 
was on a voluntary basis, and the 
restrictions applied only to the United 
States and the Argentine." 

Our production of pork is expanding, and 
the expansion in export has been remark­
able. That expansion has been noticeable ever 
since the abattoirs commenced operating. 
That factor is largely due to the very 
excellent work carried out at the abattoir 
in killing and dressing pork for export, 
the closeness of tbe inspection, and the 
desire of the abattoirs to get pigs of the 
best quality. The abattoirs have assisted in 
experimental feeding, aud in the breeding 
of pigs of a class that will give pork of the 
quality required for export, in order to main­
tain the reputation that Queensland has 
justly won in the markets of Great Britain. 
c\s :Vtr. Pike points out, the Imperial Govern­
ment 1·iewed the rapid growth of pork 
imports with apprehension and imposed 
restrictions on imports from the United 
States of America and Argentina. That 
action is evidence of the sympathy of Great, 
Britain with our efforts to secure a market 
for our products. That only goes to show 
that a great deal of the talk that was going 
on was only indulged in for the purpose of 
attempting to lead the people of Australia 
to believe tbat Australia was being neglected 
by Great Britain, and that her de,ire was 
to aid Argcntjna. 

The rRE)IIER : That report was written 
up to the end of the calendar year. Since 
then various important confet'ences bave 
been hdd. 

:VIr. :V100RE : Page 9 of the report dis­
closes that there has also been an expanding 
market for our mutton ar:d Jamb exports . 
I am only illustrating the sympathy of t1w 
British Government towards our endeaYO'lr 
to secure markets. This is fully illuctrat"d 
in the remarks of the Acting Agcnt-Gcnp;'a! 
whose report shows th•t in spite of ,; fli­
rulties connected with the home market, 
at the end of June, 1934. Great Britain was 
prepared to consider favourably an expand­
ing market for all our products. It i.• 
rcfre,hing to have that faet pointed out hv 
the Acting Agent-Gcn ·ral. His report i-; 
an exceilent one. It c!Pals with the varioll' 
products we export. such as sugar. trH'.I t. 
butter. and cheese. The prospects and t.· • 
rislu. including those of deprcc;alinn of 
prices. are set out cleorlv. AltO''ether. i+ is 
a most satisfactory report I havP he'lrd 
it stated bv hon. members that ow'ng· to 
the fact that the flotation of loans '·was 
de,,lt ,,-ith bv the Loan Council in Aus­
tralia. and nO' material was being imported 
for the huildlng- of nenr rallwavs, there \Vas 
no occasion to have an Agent-GPnoral or an 
Agent-General's office representing Queens­
laiCd: hut this report provides conclusive 
proof that the Agent-General is doing Yery 
useful work for this State in placing beforel 
m the actual position in order that we may 
form our own conclusions. The Acting 
Agent-General is to be commended ou the 
work he has carried out. 
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Mr. BRA:\D (Is is) [ 4.2 p.m.] : 1 desire 
to congratulate ~1r. Pike on the very excel­
lent report he has compiled. Mr. Pike 
hae been Acting Agent-General for a 
number of vears. since Sir Edward Macart­
ney ldt that office. He has a wide know­
ledge of the industries of Queensland. 
particularly the primary •industries, and 
he is carrying out his duties to the entire 
satisfaction of the people of Queensland. 
l should like to sec his position converted 
from that uf Acting Agent-General to that 
of Agent-General because of the large quan. 
tity of our exports that arc handled in 
London. l'dr. Pike is an authority on the 
sugar industry of the world, and during 
his residence in London has rendered great 
assistance to the sugar industry of this 
State. He was sent from London to Ottawa 
by the Leader of the Opposition, who was 
then Premier of this State, to giYe the 
necessary infonnation relating to sugar 
problems to the Australian delegation to 
the conference, and his services were very 
YiLluablc. He has set out in this report 
that tl,e prospects of the sugar industry on 
the market in London are not very bright. 
The hon. member for Maranoa this after­
noon ex pressed surprise that the sugar 
industry was in such a deplorable condition 
so far as the London market was ~on­
cerned. \\"e all deplore the fad that the 
price received for sugar in London does 
not compensate the growers for the cost of 
production. The price for sugar there is 
lower than it has ever been in the historv 
of the industry in Queensland, and cons,;-. 
quentl;r the producers arc having a.n anxious 
time. 

Mr. Pike's report also says the Govern­
ment of Great Britain are giving greater 
attention to the sugar industrv in the United 
Kingdom. and a royal commission was then 
taking evidence to report upon the beet 
sugar industry in Engl,and. I understand 
this report has been printed and is now 
available. 

The PREMIER : Are you referring to the 
Greene report? 

Mr. BRAND: Yes. I understand the 
recommendations are such as arc not likely 
to favour the Queensland sugar industry, 
but the Dominion Committee, which took 
shape whilst the Premier was in London, is 
li!.:ely to be of service to it. It brings 
together representatives of all Dominions 
exporting sugar to Great Britain, and 
enables them to move unitedly. By this 
co-ordination of effort we should obtain a 
great advantage. I am very satisfied that 
we have such an able representative in 
London, and one who understands this 
:;ubject thoroughl:v. \Ne can rest assured 
that everything that can be done will be 
done. 

I hope that Mr. Pike receives the full 
status of Agent-General for Queensland. It 
would be an advantage to Queensland to 
have him in that capacity. He is carrying 
out his work as efficiently as any of the 
State Agents-General. In co-operation with 
the office of High Commissioner for Australia 
he is furthering the interests of Queens:and 
industries in particular. The rnanv indus­
tries in Queensland that export their" produce 
to England require the services of an Agent­
General in London, but it is necessary that 
the office should be made a very active one, 
P<pecia !ly in securing markets for our 

products. In Queensland the spirit of co­
operative control has been recognised, and 
to a large extent the Government have given 
help to our many industries. All Govern­
ments recognise the wonderful standard of 
our primary products, but the great bug­
bear has been the difficulty in procuring 
markets. The hon. member for Cooroora 
occupied the office of Secretary for Agricul­
ture a few years ago, and has tra veiled 
abroad. I support his remarks. After 
mature consideration he has recommended 
that we should develop in Great Britain 
the marketing side of our organisations. A 
great service would be rendered to our 
many industries if a larger market could 
be procured for their produce. 

Mr. Piko has also referred to the cotton 
industry, which is capable of great expan­
sion in Queensland, and could be the means 
of settling many people on the land and 
finding occupation for many other citizens. 
Queensland is in a position to develop that 
great industry, but its future depends entirely 
upon markets. In a very comprehensive 
way Mr. Pike has indicated the possibilities. 
He points out that America has recognised 
the wisdom of guaranteeing a certain price 
for her raw materials. That has had the 
effect of raising the price to the British 
manufacturers, and causing them to look 
for other sources of supply. He also points 
out that the British cotton manufacturers 
had to reconsider their position. He doubts 
whether Britain can return to her former 
greatness as a cotton spinning country. He 
states that the committee he mentions has 
already recommended that 10,000,000 of the 
40,000,000 spindles in use should be scrapped, 
compensation for them being paid by those 
remaining in !he industry. At all events, 
it is very interesting to watch the movP· 
ments in that industry. 

I commend :Mr. Pike on his able report. 
I feel that as a result of his activities 
throug-hout the year he reviews a great deal 
of good will accrue to the people in this 
country who are so vitally concerned in the 
things he mentions. I hope the Government 
will rccogni.:-e the adv.antagea to be ~ained 
by having such a capable officer in London 
and that they will give him every support 
in trying to find better markets for our 
products. 

:\fr. ML'LLER (Pas.,ijern) [4.12 p.m.]: I 
<tlso wish to comment favourablv on the 
report submitted b,· our Acting Agent­
General. I Yerv much regret that we were 
unable to get eopies of this report until just 
before the vote wa,s being discussed in this 
l 'ommittee. It contains a great deal of 
matter that is of interest to exporters of 
dairy produd;. vV e should show our appre­
ciation of the fact that, as Queensland is a 
purely primary producing State, we should 
bP properly represented not merely in Great 
Britain but in all parts of the world. 'l'he 
pe1 iod nndcr review is perhaps one of the 
most intncsting and unique in the history 
of this State. Major Elliot, the British 
Minister for Agriculture, was forced to devise 
ways and nwans of protecting dairymen in 
Great Britain. One way was to set up a 
form of control d liquid and 111\11Ufn0t•.Jred 
milk products. He set up a board simil<lr 
to our Marketing Board in Australia. Had 
that board onerated to any great 0xtent. our 
position woultl have been very difficult. It 
is pleasing to note trat we ho~ve been able 
to increase the exports of our dairy products. 

JJ1 r. J.[ uller. J 
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I draw attention to para~raph 10 011 pa~c 
12 of the Acting Agent-Gent>ral's report-

" For the past three or four years the 
average prict~ realif'ed for butter on the 
British market has been unprofitable to 
producers, but suvplies, instead of 
decreasing. have incrca~,_.d by over 33 
per cent. The amount spent by British 
consumers on butter last \'ear -..vw~ 
£35,000,000. In 1930. when p~iC<" were 
at a reasonable post-war level, the 
figure was £~6,000.000 for two-thirds of 
the quantity. This means that the 
British public obtained for £35,000,000 
what would have cost £69.000.000 some 
four years a.go, a sa.--ing ,;f £34.000,00J 
jn one year.'' 

At 4.15 p.m., 

Mr. GL£DSON (lpsu•ich), one of the panel 
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. MULLEH: In view of those circum­
stances we cannot wonder that Britain has 
to resort to very cxtremo measures to protect 
lle1· own prirnar:v produC'crs. V\1r" have been 
enabled, through t~~ganisation on this side 
of the world and our representation in Great 
Britain, to rnaintain the export 11rice. 

In the last paragraph on page 13, referring 
to butter, the Acting Agent-General deals 
with a question very important to Queens­
land. ~Ob\"ithstanding the fact that the 
quality of dairy produce exported from 
Queen<land is not near]~ so hig·h as that 
from the Southern Stat<>s, you will notice 
that in almost every competition, not merely 
in Australia but throughout the world, the 
exports from this State are outstanding. \Ve 
read-

" At the competition for Dominion 
butter held in connect-ion with the annual 
show of the British Dairy Farmers' 
Association in London last October. the 
fir.;t prize for salted butter was awarded 
to the Mary!Jorough Co-opcrative Dairy 
Association. J(ing-arov, and the second 
prize to the Esk Co-operative Dairy 
Association. The Queensland Farmers' 
Co,opcrative Association, Laidley, 
secured a · Hcscne ' and fiyp other 
fa('toriPs were 'J-Iigldy Comn1endcd.' " 

The paragraph gac.s on to give us some idoa 
of the suc-cess we ha''" achieved in the 
<:>xport of our dairy produce. To my wind, 
one of the more important duties of the 
Acting Ag<:>nt-General is to boost the quality 
of the produce we arc sending to that 
country. 

\Ye must bear in mind that great quantities 
of dairy produce were taken h.v Britain 
from Australia during this difficult period. 
Tilis report deals with the last ca.lendar year 
and the position has improved since then. 
Up to June. 1935. we exported from Aus­
trrr I i a something like 117,000 tons o~ lJutt~I', 
of \\hi eh Britain took something like 
107,000 tom. The Agent-General's office IS 

to be <>ongrntu]ated upon assisting us in 
that direction. 

Another point tl at has bcc·n mentioned 
this afternoon conccrnPd advising us frmn 
ti1ne to ti'Tie as to p:ospects of i1nportant 
ma.rkf'ts. \Ybiie there may be something in 
that contention I for one should not like to 
take any great risk on such a prophecy 
of conditions for a great primary 
product on a world market_ The whole 
matter is of a sp~{·ulatiYe nature and it 

~Mr. Muller. 

would be difficult for any Agent-General, er 
anyone in the tJ·ade for that matter, to 
foretell what the markets may h•tYe in 
prospect for us. I for one should not expect 
the Agent-General to make such a forecast. 
and I should not at aw.- time recommend a 
State to gamble on an" anticipated market. 

The report is v•lry illuminating and very 
comprehensive, end I am delighted to hear 
the favourable comment-s from both sides 
of the Committe~. This is not a party 
question, and if we are to clo our best in 
the interests of the State-considering that 
we are a State of primary industries, and 
dependent upon them-one of our most 
important duties must be to see that our 
~cods are ad ,·ertised to the bHt advantage 
in every part of the world. Any money 
spent in thn t direction wili be a. sound 
investment. 

The PHE11IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay) [4.20 p.m.]: It is quite refreshing 
to hear this debate. There is no doubt at 
all that Mr. Pike, th•l Acting ~\.gent-G eueral, 
is doing excellent work in Great Britain. 
I sav quite confidently-having a know[.,c]g,, 
of all the fact-s-that Queensland is bott('!' 
reprcseuted than all the other States of 
Aastralia. owing to the fact thar :\lr. Pike 
applies himself to the duties of his position 
with great industry, has a wtde knowledge 
of all questions affecting this State, and 
enjoys an excellent reputation in London, 
which enables him to obtain entrv to official 
circles. It has been suggested at Premiers' 
Conferences that the oflicf's of Agents­
General should be merged mto Australia 
House. 

J'vfr. MooRE: Some of the States agreed. 

The PHEMIER: Yes. Some of the Statu 
were inclined to coquet with the propo"al, 
but upon n1ature rPflection and v.·ith wider 
knowledge it was finally discarded. What­
ever mav be the future relations of t!J•• 
States w·~th the ceutral Gonrnment, it i~ 
os~ential that \vhile tlH' prPs0nt Co-rnlllOD­
wcahh Constitution rernain:; the variou:-> 
States should have th<:>ir own reprc<et:tatives 
in London. Inm,itahly, in n wcrld torn b? 
great difficulties. Australia I-Iou~e bas 10 

deal 'vith big iRsues affPcting F.1nplre anJ 
Dominion ]Wlicy. and the time of tile High 
Comn1is:-:ioner ]s verv l:.ug\·lv takpn up at 
eonferenccs ut GenCYa and attention to 
diplomatic relations with Great Britain al1(T 
other countries He should be ldt <'ntin:l:v 
frde to deal with those matters, and the 
States should look after their ovrn hu.:;iJJ(•:o:.'> 
in their ovvn wa.v. That clef'.;. not 1 )J'I'\Tcnt. 

nor should it 'prew-nt. co-ordiJ:ati,•n of 
actiYities as betwec'n the States' Hcuses and 
AustraLa Hom'<'. and I am happy to he ab!,: 
to state that the relationship between the 
Queensland cflice and Australia House i' 
most cr.rd'al w character. :\Ir. Pike frc­
qnf'ntlv mer>t~ the I-Ii~h Cornn1is"ioncr t0 
discus~ matters 'lffocting the wplfare of 
G;'ueensland, and h0 is alway ~ cnllPd into 
eonsultation with that gentlcrnan on suc!r 
subject-. Tn addit'on. the various St~te 
Ag-r>nts-GcnNal frcquC'ntly nwet to deal \Ylth 
matter, of interest to all the States. Under 
the present Commonwealth Constitution the 
Co:nn1on\vcalth Governn1ent arc the authority 
to approve of trade agrecmeEts with Gt:eat 
Britain or anv other countrv. The Pr1n1e 
2\1i~:ister has r.ccently adopted the poiicy of 
consultin~ the States most interested. in 
rnattors of oYf'rseas r'onccrn. I cons1de1· 
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be a good one, and if con­
of benefit not only to the 

but to Australia. 
great difficulty lies in the marketing 

\Vhen I speak of markets, I must 
as other hon. members have 
that Great Britain is the best 

market in the world. She can 
draw supplies, including raw material 
from every in the world and conse: 
quently a very wide choice. No 
marketing can be permanently 
successful is based on excellent 
quality and of standard or grade. 
Some people may able to sell goods not 
up to standard once, but afterwards their 
market is destroyed and can never be 
regained. I would refer more particularly to 
the canned fruit and jam industries. Aus· 
tralian jam has a very bad reputation on 
the British market. That is because 
Colonial-made jams and jellies were sent in 
very large quantities to the troops in the 
::;rcat waL At that time anything that 
could be canned was sold. In many cases 
quality was lacking and the gener&.l get-up 
of . canned . fruit !eft very much to be 
des1red. . Tms arnved in leaky condition 
and gradmg was conspicuous by its absence. 
The consPquence is that now, even though 
these defects have been remedie-d and grades 
for export have been laid down by the Com­
monwealth--I assume they are vigorously 
cnf~rced-canned fruit and jam from Aus­
traha are now sold in London not on their 
label,_ but on the basis of a' 10 per cent 
exammat1on. The percentage found to be 
faulty on that examination is considered to 
be the percentage of faulty goods in the 
whole consignment. It takes a long time 
to eradicate this prejudice once it is created. 
As a result prices are seriously affected. 
Packs of Californian canned fruits are true 
to grade and are sold on their label. The 
'ame applies to the Hawaiian pineapple 
pack. People who have been in the habit 
of purchasing these packs find that they can 
reply upon the!fl. They reqmre a great 
deal of persuasiOn to try any new brand 
or commodity. I mention these things to 
indicate how important it is to see that all 
grades are rigorously maintained and that 
all exported arc true to specification. 
In way a reputation is built up, and 

gained are not likely to be 
only on the basis of general 

and fidelity to brand, grade, and 
can hope to build up a trade 

been made to the meat and 
Proposals are now being 

Commonwealth Govern­
to meat, and others in refer-

to sugar. Great Britain is pursuing a 
of building up her home industries. 

one can offer any objection to that. It 
the duty of the Government of any 

('OLmtry to build up agriculture: A country 
that neglects agriculture has no future. No 
nation can ever become great unless its 
policy is based on a sound land and agri­
cultural policy. Therefore, we in Australia 

offer no objection to the effort being 
in Britain to build up the agricultural 

That policy finds employment for 
and makes the nation indepen-

external food supplies in times of 
But what we have a right to 
that any other country should 
on terms of equality with the 
That is the basis of the dis-

pute at the present time. Take, for 
example, sugar. Cuba is a very large 
exporter of sugar. Cuba purchases only 
a,bout £25D,OOO worth of goods from Greot 
Bntam annually, yet Britain buys a very 
large amount of Cuban sugar. Australia 
should not be called into conference with 
Cuba on a question of sugar quotas. We 
say that after the farmers of Britain have 
secured a market for their products prefer­
ence should be given to the Dominions. We 
bold that if an,Y quotas are to_ be imposed 
they should be. l!flposed on fore1gn countries 
fn:st. Cornpetltwn from Australia is not 
w1th the Bnt1sh farmer, it is with the 
for01gn producer ; and it cannot be over­
emphasised that Britain purchases more food­
stuffs from foreign cou~tFies than she pur­
ch~ses. from all the Dommwns and the Crown 
Cowme." combmed. All we claim is an 
expandmg share of the British market and 
the r1ght to CO!flpete On equitable terms with 
IOreJgn countnes in that market. 

\VALKEn: We are given a great advan-
tage regard to sugar. 

The PREMIER: With sugar we have an 
advantage of 2s. 9d. a cwt., and the Chan­
cellor -:Jf the Exchequer has intimated that 
no change will be made in that policy with­
out due notice being given to the Dominions. 
:rhe Crown Colonies receive an advantage 
1n that respect of £1 a ton in excess' of that 
granted to Dominion sugar. After the war 
Bntam embarked upon a policy of a. bounty­
fed beet sug,ar industrv. That has cost 
her a great deal of money. As a matter of 
fact she could have paid a consider ab],, 
amount to the British farmers and bought 
sugar overwas and still shown a consider­
able saving. The Government over there 
'arc faeed with the difficultv that has thus 
been ere a ted. · 

I was in Britain when the royal commis­
sion referred to by the Agent-General was 
set up, and one of the proposals that was 
canvassed in Britain is that the Tait and 
Lyle Compauy and other refineries be given 
sole marketmg authonty for ~ period of 
years and in return that they gurtranteo 
for a perwd of years a base price for sugar 
produced from beet grown in Great Britain. 
The Tait and Lyle Company and other 
concerns would b€ able to charge a price 
for suga,. based on that agreement and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would be free 
from the Budget difficulties that a large 
bonnty brings 'about. ·whether that course 
will be finally adopted is a matter of policy 
for the British Governme.nt. It is hased on 
the idea that sugar should be paid for on 
the basis of what we would call a home 
consumption price. I can easilv under­
stand how a Treasurer woul-d be. g1ad to 
adopt such a policy in order to get rid of 
the charge on his revenue Budget of paying 
sevem,l million pounds per annum by way 
of b?unty. Certain proposals are now being 
cons1dered by thB Governments of Australia. 
including the Queensland GovBrnment. The 
Chadbourno Agreement expires very shortly 
and the objective of the British Government 
is to secure a world policy in regard to 
sugar. Their proposals are ·based on that 
desire. 

While I was in London I met the people who 
were interested in the Chadbourne Agree­
ment and they said that Australia should 
become a signatory to that agreement. I 
pointed out that it would be no advantage 
to Australia to come under the Chadbourne 

Hon. W. FoTgan 81nit.h.l 



672 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

plan at all, and it was snggested that if the 
Cha.dbourne plan broke down and Java threw 
all its sugar upon the market, the market 
would be affected to a greater extent than 
it is to-dav and Australia would be the 
loser. I replied, by intimating that it was 
obYious to me and to any other person who 
studied the question that they were not 
holding that sugar off the market out of 
love and affection for A ustm.lia. I pointed 
out that they would throw it on the market 
at any time it suited them, whether that 
time was or was not suitable to the interests 
of Queensla,nd or Australia. 

Another suggestion that 1s being con­
sidered is that prior to a world conference 
on sugar an Empire conference be held with 
the view of obtaining a.n Empire policy in 
relation to sugar. Provided the basis of 
consideration is sound and one that can be 
agreed to by the Australian producers, there 
i;; much to be said for its suggestion, but I 
am not in the po,~ition to disclose anything 
further than t'. intimate that the Queens­
land Government are au fait with the posi­
l ion, and arc straining every nerve-and 
will coutinue to do so-to protect Queens­
land's interests in any agreen1ent that may 
ultimately be wade. 

The whole d:fficulty, of course, is the 
capacity of the market to absorb a given 
quantity of imports. Irrespective of the 
ideas an individual may hold, there are 
certain basic facts that cannot be overlooked. 
If the individual overlooks these he is not 
()T!ly deceiving himself bl.lt also pursuing 
a policy that will lead to disaster. VVe 
talk a great deal about the right to an 
unrestricted market. VVe can put forward 
an excellent case for it, but we ourselves 
are consumers, and I claim it is good policy 
for us to buy from those who buy from us. 
That is what is ·done in ordinarv business. 
Were I in business I woul:l d•.'2l ·with these 
who traded with me. We all do that eyerv 
clay. On the larger scale Australia and 
Queensland, for the things they import 
should be th<> customers of those who buy 
from them. That principle must always 
g·uide us in any trade agreement that 'Tiay 
be made with Great Britain or any other 
country. The policy I stand fori is thai, we 
shall be customers of those who are custom6rs 
of ours. Many things are imported into 
Australia from countries that purchase very 
little from us. The policy I advocate might 
be developed with advantage to Australia 
and to those who are our customers. These 
are things that have to be viewed in the 
light of the facts as they exist, and not 
from the point of view d any pr<'judic:es 
individuals may have. At all times trade 
must be two-way traffic, whether we like it 
or not. Oce cannot play with a double­
headed penny indefinitely. 

Mr. NrM~IO: America is our biggest diffi. 
culty. 

The PREMIER: I have America in mind. 
Australia, including Queensland, purchases 
a very largo amount from America, but 
what America buys from us is a mere 
bagatelle. On one occasion at Tcowoornba 
a dairvman entered into conversation with 
me and remarked what a dreadful thing it 
was that there should ever have been a sug. 
gestion of Britain's placing a quota on 
Australian butter. He spoke very eloquently 
about it. He then stepped into his car. J 
sajd, wrhat's a very fine car you have got .n 
He said, "Yes. I only bought it last week. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

An American car." I asked hirn n1uch 
butter he sold to America. He bar! 
thought of that before. And 
logical implicatwn invoh·ed in 
things. We cannot escape it, 
trade' agreements with Britain 
other country should be dealt 
basis of goods for goods. That 
of the position, it is 
experience, and it is an 
law. 

It has been suggested that Mr. Pike 
should be appointed to the permanent posi· 
tion of Agent-GeneraL That matter has 
been looked into by the Government, and 
there is this to be said : we are perfectly 
satisfied with Mr. Pike's services. The 
practice, however, since we have had repre­
sentation in London, has always been to 
appoint an Agent-General for a specific 
period, generally for five years. M.r. Pike 
is a young man. Of what advantage would 
it bo to him to be appointed for five years 
when, at the end of that period, there might 
be a Government in power who might 
desire to appoint one of their own nominees 
to that position? It is much better for 
him, in my opinion, to carry on in Ills 
present capacity. It in no way affects his 
standing in London, nor does it affect the 
excellence of his services to Queensland. 

The suggestion has been made 
a commercial representative should 
appointed to that office. The term "com­
mercial representative " is a very wide one 
indeed. What kind of commercial repre. 
sentative is he to be? What particular 
article of commerce is he to represent? \'\' e 
should have to pay a very great deal for a 
man who had a knowledge of all industries, 
and who could claim to be an expert in all 
the commerce that affects Queensland. 
Quite a number of difficu:ties would 
arise in that direction. Take the appoint­
ment of trade representatives by the 
Commonwealth. Men who are successful 
business men are not applicants for those 
positions. They want to look after their 
0wn businesses. However, the appointment 
of the trade representative in Canada has 
been a very successful one. I bave met 
trade representatives who were recently 
appointed, and to me they are :ikelv 
looking bunch, and I am sure will 
endeavour to do the best thev can for 
Australia in the respective spheres to which 
they have been appointed. I am prepared 
to hea1· argument as to the appointment of 
a commercial representative to be aswciated 
with the Agent-General, but only en concli­
tion that he shall be subiect to the control 
of the Agent-GeneraL I should not mind a 
representative being appointed, the ulti-
mate authority must be with Agent· 
General. Duplication cannot be of much 
advantag0, and I do not see that any 
material gain wou:d result from any appoint­
ment other than that I suggest. 

A suggestion has been made that a 
Chamber of Commerce representing Queens­
land should be e~:ablished in London. 
There is nothing to prevent such a Chamber 
of Commerce being established. That is a 
matter for ihe commercial people of this 
country to decide, but if that is done we 
would not agree that it· should supplant or 
control the Queensland office. My experi­
ence is that a representative who has access 
to the Ministry and to the high officers of 
State is more likely to achieve success i1; 
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London than a man who is merely repre­
senting a commercial community. That is 
the view I take as a result of my own 
observation and experience. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [4.44( p.m.]: I wish 
to pay a tribute to the Acting Agent-General 
m London. I think he has filled the position 
with dignity and efficiency. I have gone 
through his report fairly carefully and see 
that the interests of Queensland have been 
well looked after. I should like to say that 
I regret that while there has been free 
speJ.lding o~ money in Queensland, a checse­
parmg pohcy has been adopted in regard 
to the Agent-General's office. The amount 
provided is £8.302, considerablv less than 
used to be appropriated. I noti'ce also that 
the salary attached to the position of Acting 
Agent-General is £750 a vear less the deduc­
tion. I do not know wheth~r there is pro­
VJSJOn for extra emoluments not in the 
Estimates, but if that is all he draws 1 
think the amount should be increased. When 
the deductions take effect it amounts to only 
£13 a week, wh!Ch 1s a rather ridiculouslv 
srn:'ll ~alary for a man of Mr. Pike's cap,;;­
bJhty m the very high position he holds. 

I should like to see that office consider­
ably enlarged. We are entitled to spend a 
little money there to push our goods. I 
would g'? so far as to. put on a recognised 
commerc1_al representabve or traveller going 
to the b1g manufacturers lookincr for busi­
ness. I believe that would be :'noney well 
sp~nt .. \":e are so far away that we seem to 
thmk 1t 1s not possible to do that kind of 
thing, but I remember when I was over 
there I met, both in England and Germanv 
a man from Spain who was travelling rom1d 
t~1e tannerie:" a~Hl booking up quantities of 
ludes from Spam. I believe that by doing 
the same thing we could get to know the 
r~qmremcnts of trade there and build up a 
bJ!jger busmcss and possibly get better 
prrces for our commodities than we are 
getting to-day. These are matters that 
sh?uld be investigated. It would be a good 
thmg to have a bttle more publicitv in 
England than we have had. We ma'v be 
transgressing on the sphere of the Com;:non­
wealth, but whether or not the Common­
wealth takes up ~his matter in the proper 
way, we arc ent1tled to do a little of it 
ourselves. 

I think Queensland's property in the 
Strand-Qucensland House-could be better 
employed. More use should be made of the 
ground floor of that building; it should be 
made a d1splay room for the exhibition and 
perhaps the sale of our primary products. 
In tha~ wav we could do a great deal for 
our pnmar5 producers. 

More care should be taken to secure a 
continuity of supplies for overseas markets. 
There is room for much greater trade in our 
goods if we had some way of putting them 
on the market in certain regular quantities 
each month. I remember seeing canned 
peaches in England-the Premier referred to 
the same m<ttter-and I noticed particularlv 
that tlwy sold well for the time they were 
there. The shops told me that the trouble 
was that they could only get supplies for 
about two months of the year. We should 
go in for building up a regular trade. 
Similarly, our butter is at times thrown on 
the English !'llarket in large quantities and 
at other periods of the year the supply is 
short, and then some other brand gets the 
trade. 

1935-Y 

Great Britain is a very heavy buyer of 
our primary products, purchasing 93 per 
nent. of our exported butter and 84 per cent. 
of our wheat. Wo should appreciate he-r 
action in buying those large quantitic\0 of 
our producP. I was delighted to hear the 
Premier say that there could not be one­
way tra.ffic in the export trade, that we 
should purchase from those people who 
purchased from us. We should endea­
vour to do more along those lines. I cannot 
agree with the remarks of the Premier 
concerning the purchase of goods frorn 
foreigll countries. British statesmen rnui't 
do all within their power to maintain their 
own export trade and this can be achieved 
on!"· by the adoption of a two-way traffic­
purchasing from those foreign countries that 
buy liberally in Great Britain. In these 
circumstances, Great Brit~a.in cannot bo 
expected to purchase the whole of her 
requiren1ents frO!n the Dominions. 

\Yhilst I am Yery pleased with the excel­
lent work that is being done bY the Acting 
Agent-General, I feel that he should be 
al1o\ved greate1 scope and h;:tYC grPater· 
fmancial help. For a man ocrupyiq; such 
an in1portant position the sa1a!·v i~ Yery 
small. and I for one shnnld be quite pre­
pared to grant him a.n increase. 

Mr. DEACON !Cunningham) [4.52 p.m.]: 
In view of our almost absolute dependence· 
on Great Britain for our livelihood, the 
office of Agent-General. and the Agent­
Gen~ral hirnself, nre vcrv important fa('tor~ 
in our welfare. I know of no officer of 
greater importance to Queensland than the 
Agent-General. Nothing has a greater 
bearinp; on am· welfare than the volume 
of trade between this country and the Old 
L<wd. I was pleased to hear the Premier 
my that it was to our mutual benefit to 
encourage trade with Great Britain. HP 
expressed V8l'Y much the sentiments of hon. 
members on this side, but I .lhould very 
much like to hear similar sentiments 
expressed by the hon. member for \Yarrego. 

Mr. BEDFORD: If it is confidential. you· 
kno1-v~--

Mr. DEACO~: Exactly. I should like 
to hea.r those sentime.nts from the hon. 
rneml)er fo1~ \\""arrcgo just for my O\Vn satis­
faction. Tho Premier pointed ant that to 
a very larf!e pxtent wo must depend on 
Great Britain for the sale of our primary 
products and that we cannot expect a happy 
relationship to continue unless it is of 
mutual advantage to both countries. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You do not think that 
Great Britain buvs our products bPcause 
of any love for Bill Deacon? 

Mr. DEACO:S: She buys our products 
became she wants them. Grf•at Britain 
must look to other countries for the sale· 
of her manufactures-she ea.nnot depend 
upon us for that. If she can dispose of 
some of her warne in this country, eo much 
the better. bnt to-day we purchase manu­
factured goods frem foreign countri.'s and 
expect Great Britain to buy our primary 
products. It is to a large degree a. ono­
way trrade. 

Mr. BEDFORD: You buv moror cars from 
America because they a1;e the be-t r:11 s. 

Mr. DEACO='J: The Premier emphrrsise<l 
this matter in his speech. We not oniv buy 
a largo nun1ber of motor cars frorn Aincrica 
but oil, agricultural machinery, and otlwr 

Mr. Deacon,] 
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thing~ '\Ye can purcha~e just as cheaply 
from Britain or one of the other Dominions 
or rolonie9. Britain can buy and sell just 
u, eh ea ply on the world's markets. It seems 
to mt• that we do not lmv as much of her 
goods a~ \'\·o 1night. · 

Mr .. BEDFORD: You buy Plume spirit from 
Amenca. 

Mr. DEACON: That is the trouble. We 
huy too much from America, and too little 
from the neople who buy from us. It is not 
g"ood business for us. The Acting Agent· 
General, who in his report. is able to show 
how we can sell our goods to the best 
ach·antag-•', should be able to point out how 
we ('an buy our requirements in Britain to 
tlw mut11al advantage of Britain and Aus. 
tralia. The office c,f the Agent.General 
appeal's to be rnn verv well. Mr. Pike 
has done his work cxcPllcntly. The report 
shows that. and the Premier himself has 
expressed his satisfaction. We know that 
Mr. Pike is a capable man, therefore, why 
not permit him to show us not only how 
we can sell our goods to advantage but also 
how '''e can buy our requirements to 
advantage 9 It would pay us to purchase 
British goods to a greater extent than we 
do. \Ve could then sell lwr more wheat 
and meat then we are doing. It is worth 
while for hon. members to road the debate 
that took plac·e in the House of Commons 
in Julv last, and in particular the speech 
of the M;nister of Agriculture, the Right Hon. 
\Valter Elliot. in regard to the suhsidy to 
livestock producers in Britain. the Oovem· 
ment's l0ng 1 ~~rm policv, nnd thf' Hegotja­
tions with the Dominions and ArgCJ1tine 
Governments. In setting out the long term 
policy of Great Britain, Mr. Elliot said-

" (1) Tt was the firm intention of the 
British Government to safeguard the 
positiou of the U nile<l Kingdom livestock 
industry. 

'' (2) The policy the British Govern­
ment desired to bring into operation as 
soon as they were in a position to do 
so. was to assist the United Kingdom 
Jiy.,stock industry, according to the needs 
of the market, from the proceeds of a 
levy on imports, with a preference to 
the Dominions. 

" Overseas producers were to be left 
free to regulate their exports to the 
United Kingdom market themselves. It 
"us to be an ear.marked tariff on meat 
imports, the proceeds to go to the home 
industry and orderly marketing to be 
secured by general agreement." 

We cannot quarrel with those sentiments. 
We put a tariff on the importation of goods 
from Britain so that we can encourage 
production in Australia. We cannot growl 
when Great Britain does the same thing. 
It is a reasonable policy, and one we can 
fit in with, as we can sell on the British 
market. with a preference and more than 
hold our own with other countries. Accord­
ing to the debate I have quoted from, it 
will be about eighteen months before the 
British Government can bring such a tariff 
into operation. We shall have no great 
surplus quantity of meat either this year 
-or next. The sheep and cattle industries 
have suffered heavy losses from drought. 
and after the requirements of the local 
market are supplied the exportable surplus 
will not be great. Therefore, we are not 
likely to suffer during the next two years 

[ilfr. Deacon. 

from the policy of the British Government. 
The local meat trade can absorb all we 
can produce in that period, and in eighteen 
months' time there will be a general tariff 
imposed in Great Britain, with a preference 
to the Dominions. At an,· rate we should 
trust the Acting Agent·General to advise 
the Government of the position. The people 
in the district I represent are eng-aged in 
the production of butter, wheat. and meat, 
and they depend entirely on the overseas 
market to absorb what is left after the local 
market is satisfied. 

I trust the view outlined by the Premier 
will ·continue to be the policy of the Govern­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hrrbert) [5.2 p.m.]: An 
hon. member opposite stated that Mr. Pike's 
salary was £750. For the information of hon. 
members I point out that Mr. Pike's salary 
as Secretary to the Agent·General is £750 
per annum less 19 per cent., plus an allow­
ance granted to him as Acting Agent·General 
of £750 less 19 per cent., plus an entertain­
ment allowance of £60 per annum. 

Item (Agent.General for the State) agreed 
to. 

AUDIT OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
(Hon. P. Pease, H eJ'brrt): I move-

" That £16.383 be granted for Audit 
Office.'" 

Item agreed to. 

IMMIGRATION. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbert): I move-

" That £1,670 be granted for ' Immi­
gration.' " 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcgo) [5.3 p.m.]: The 
small amount placed against this vote is not 
surprising, seeing the number of unemployed 
in the country, ancl the necessity for prevent­
ing any large influx of immigrants whom we 
could not place in occupations. The whole 
question of immigration should be consid,red 
from the point of view of the benefit of 
Australia primarily. It is no use having 
anything but a very hardheaded view as to 
what is best for Australia, without reference 
to anv sentimental idea of relioving any 
other "countries of their surplus population. 

The great influx of population to this 
country occurred from 1851 till about 1888 or 
1899 and the great volume of that immigra· 
tion occurred immediately after the discovery 
of the goldfields. That in itself was sufficient 
encouragement to all the strong and discon­
tented people of the world to come to this 
country-including people who were discon· 
tent.ed with the opportunities they had in 
their own countries-aided a,s it was by the 
rebellion and revolt against the established 
order of things that were common through­
out Britain and Europe. 

The position has largely changed since 
then. The industrial history of Europe and 
Britain had not. then produced the tremend· 
ous crop of misery and the large number of 
unemployables now to be found in those 
countries. There had not yet resulted the 
bad effects of a dole sy,stem throughout 
Europe. It has to be considered that, this 
being the best country in the world and 
being the youngest has made the fewest 
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mistakes, it should only have the best kind 
of people. It will be hop0less to think of 
keeping White Australia as an enti\,y if we 
load up the country with moan whi'tes. It 
is an extraordinary thing that thesP agita· 
tions for careless imr.nigration, irnmigration 
without rigorous safeguards--the l110"it 

rigorous safeguards, evt::>n f~qua l to or better 
than those in force for admission of immi­
grants to America, safeguards such -=- \vould 
put the results beyond douut-are recurrent. 
When I was a youngster there \\as a man, 
Lawrence I;'oloy-known as IAl.rry Folc:;. an 
excellent fighter for the duration of a 
pugilist's life and alway.s a good Aus· 
tralian. Talking on what Australians 
were doing in sport, literature, and 
art, with Henry Lawson and Lionel 
Lindsay, he said that Australians ought to 
be world-beaters. They did not come through 
the Suez Canal in floating palaces. They 
came round the Cape in wind-jammers. 
Often a mother had a youngster at breast 
and a foal at foot. When they came to this 
country he said they found the finest climate 
and the longest period of sunshine in any 
day in the world. They got three meat 
feeds a day and if they were not world­
beaters they should be. It is necessary that 
we should keep up that •standa-rd which pro· 
duced for the last war the Iine.st soldiers 
in the world. It may be that it is the 
imminence or the possibility of war that has 
given rise again to this question of immigra­
tion. It will be remembered that while 
Australia was exporting the finest men who 
took part in the last war their places were 
being filled by inferior immigrant5 who came 
from the country that "as more directly at 
wer than were we. \Ve must <~void under 
any circumstances any such result as would 
have happened from the acceptance of 
portion of the £34,000,000 loan that was 
offered to this country for immigration. It 
was refused under the conditions incumbent 
on its acceptance, which produced, for 
instance, a number of valueless irnrnigrants 
who came to Victoria where they had from 
the Government better treatment than any 
Australian-born ever had. In spite of th1s 
1 hey returned to England to vilify this 
country. If a similar attempt is made again 
to. )10pula~e this country, British in its 
ortgm, wtth such immigrants, then the 
country must still remain emptv and com­
paratively unprotected, although not ·So 
unprotected as our enemies would like. We 
must see that immigrants are taken from 
the best people of the countries of the 
world. It is utterly impossible to think that 
the best immigration material in England is 
likely to be encouraged to come to the 
country after the demonstration put up by 
the immigrants renatriated from Victoria. 
They sent sandwich-men roHnd the Strand 
in London vilifyinf{ this countr,·. It is also 
unlikely that the best of the immigration 
material in London will be attracted to this 
country by such an ungrateful aet as the 
Lancashire boycott of Australian goods. 

The PREMIER: The best material would 
take no notice of the 6andwich-men. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Probably not, and I hope 
not. HerE' is an answer to the most recent 
tn-igration proposals to be put for'''ard in 
London by the Rt. Hon. J. H. Thomas, 
Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs. 
Snec•kincc 0'1 the• £53 500 expended by 
\Vestern Australia in repatriating migrants, 

the Premier of that State, .\L C"n:licr, 
'>airl :-

" The Government had founJ money to 
r0patriate 1nnny migTants who 1vOuld 
ucyc-r tnake g-ooJ in thls co~111tr 

The Premier of Western Austmlia went on 
to say that nearly all had come out unde1· 
the group settlement scheme. He could 
produce hundreds of local doctors' certifi­
cates saying that it was inexplicable that 
thP nwn :-.hould IHlYC been ]l'lc"'··cl a~ 
rnigrant:'. The Londo:1 doctor;-, n'pliL'd-

" Doctors chosen by Australia had 
gained nothing by passing unfit persons 
Tra~ the opinion l~xprcssed in c.,~f::'l'Sea.-: 
settlement circles in repcy to :VIr. I'. 
Collier's criticism. It was stated that 
it was common knowledge that the 
medical examiners depend on the exam­
inees for inforrnation regarding n1any 
obscure and recurrent ailments. More 
over, Mr. Collier was unfair in attaekintr 
the examination, since a different climate 
and food are likely to produce all manner 
of changes in the human sy'tem in a 
decade." 

Nobody is saying they were bribed, but, 
generallv. there was carelossnes.'l in select­
ing those people and passing them, a care· 
l."ncss that said. "Anything i8 good enough 
for Australia." 

An interstate conference in Sydney the 
other day of master plumbers advocated 
action by the health authorities against 
owners of properties with bad sanitation 
and poor water supply. At that conference 
Mr. G. Curtis said that the only way to 
eliminate slums was to make a law to force 
the people to keep clean. In Ylclbourne 
}JC> had ~et'n bathroonB used a:> frr,d houst'f' 
and as stores for wood. This is peculiarlJ 
an English habit, and you will find that 
in most cases the offenders again~t cleanli· 
ness are the migrants who han' been brought 
in here to lower Australian conditions. 

Mr. CLAYTOX: It is hard to discover. 

Mr. BEDFORD: It is hard to discover, 
but I examined eighty houses in England, 
only six of which had operable baths, and two 
of those were boarded over for dress-makers· 
cutting-out table,, two were used for rnbbish, 
a.nd then" wf'r,' unh t\YO rc,J.l1~ ay.~_jJaj,](' out 
of the eighty. · 

If we adopt the suggestions that are mads 
that we should accept any kind of person 
from anywhere because this country i' ompb 
and therefore open to invasion, then we shall' 
strengthen ourselves, by importing weak· 
ncss. Our birth rate is not so bad as it 
is repre"ented to be. For instance, the 
natural increase for the years 1926 to 193J 
for the various countries is as follows:-

Japan 
Australia 
England and Wales 
Scotland 
Ireland 
Belgium 
Denmark 
Franco 
Germany 
Italy 
Spain 

At 5.14 p.m., 

Per cenL 
1.48 
1.60 

.47 

.21 

.12 

.68 

.65 

.53 

.56 

.88 

.30 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the ohair. 

]Ji·r. Bedforrl.l' 
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:.VIr. BEDFORD: Japan is the countrv 
mo~t Lcld up to us as a bogy. In Australia·, 
as shown by the last census, there are 
L9GO,ODO males between the age' of 15 and 
55. Seeing that the Boer \V ar cosi; 
£300 JOO.I )0 took the liYC's of 30,000 nlf'n, 
and then cost another £30,000,000 to put the 
Boers on to their farms, and that England 
lHtd invadr'd a countey with mdy 46,000 
men between the ages of 16 and 60. the 
bog~- of invasion cannot be used to justify 
the introduction of the worst kind of immi­
gra.nt.- to Australia. 

l bclieYe that just a''~ soon .as it i-; 
economically possible for Australia to keep 
a Lnge population we should introduce in1mi­
grullt'. bnt they should be immigrants of 
that kind who pay their own way here 
We ca:;tJOt expect to get men who are already 
~ettled in good positions in other countries, 
but by a system of rigorous exclusion of 
the unfit we could get the best possible 
material. sound, healthy, good working 
people. from Britain-and from Em·ope-but 
rtot necessarily to take a way from Australia 
the reproach that it is incapable of rP,isting 
invasion. The 1,900,000 men already men­
tioned between the ages of fifteen and fifty­
five are. I think. a sufficient answer to that. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
.'11ar-1ap) [5.17 p.m.]: I >Yas not here for 
much of the debate on immigration, but I 
think I ~hould say something concerning it. 
I was called away by the Premier's Office 
to deal with some important business. This 
vote deals with an organisation that has 
been kept as a kind of skeleton staff since 
the period \vhen migration as betwe0n Great 
Britain and Australia was suspended. Its 
Activities are largely associated with the 
~lfter-cat·e of boYs \vho \Yerc brought ht-'re 
during the perio'd of Governments ;,f which 
Mr. McCormack and Mr. Theodore were 
Premiers. Tho work it does in association 
with the Xew Settlers' League has been 
excellent indeed. and the bovs concerned 
have achieved a success of aopproximately 
95 t•cr cont., according to the reports by both 
the department and the league. In other 
words_ these boys have been absorbed into 
the population· of Queensland and have 
become good Queensland and Australian 
citizens-the equal of any other citizens. 

Mr. :\'!OORE: Would the ten boy scouts be 
monthly or annually? 

The PREMIER: Monthlv. I understand. 
ThPv have been brought O\;Cr by the Boy 
Scouts Association and are not in any way 
a c-harge on the Government of Queensland. 
Ob,-iou£ly, however, the Government wiiJ 
help them. 

Mr. i'IIOORE: \Yil! thov come under the 
after-care of the Immigration Department' 

The PRE::WIER : They will come under 
-the X 8\Y Settlers' League, really, and not 
under tilio; department. \Ylwt I desired to 
empha~ise was that Queensland is a large 
country with great resources in land not 
yet taken up or developed. The serious 
thing from our point of view is the diffi­
culh- in getting our own native-born boys 
interested in land occupation. For example, 
last year we offered 200 scholarships under 
our juvenile employment scheme to boys in 
Queensland, under ycry favourable circum­
stance-, and many of those positions have 
not been filled. Moreover, the New Settlers' 
Lf'ague and the Department of Labour and 
Industry have regularly received applications 
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for bo_v,, but again those positions cannot 
l•e filled. That appears to me to be v_ery 
o-.Pl'iOUS indeed, but if QueenslanderS natiVe­
born will not settle the lands of our State, 
thoso lends must be settled by people from 
other countt·ies. That is the view I take, 
and there is ample opportunity for boys 
of the type that I have mentioned. 

The Prime Minister quite recently, and 
very aptly, pointed out that no. Govern­
lllelJt v, ould re-establish inunigratton whtle 
the problem of unemployment confronted 
the Coltlrnonweulth and all the States. But 
.. Austral~a r'anllot re:st cor:t('Ilt with its pre­
sent small population. The final title to 
land can be justi .. ed only b_y its success­
ful settlement. Throughout history that 
is the only title t!rat is recognised. It 
is J:ogrottable that we arc unable to foster 
a land sense and to promote land settle­
ment by our own people. Parents are very 
largely to blame. Apparently many of them 
are satisfied to have their boys idle in the 
city maintained by them, rather than allow 
the~ to engage in land occupations. The 
Department of Laqour and Industry, th<; 
various churches a.nd the Now Settlers 
League have do,;_o everything they can by 
way of supplying information to the par01;ts 
to make them aware of the opportumt1es 
that a.re available in this respect. Unfor­
tunately, there has boon little response and 
boys are 11ot offering for the employment 
that is available. The department, the 
church or~anisations and the Now Settlers' 
League a~e able irr{mediately to find posi­
tions for a large number of boys under 
decent conditions. Educationists and other 
people who are able to influe.nce publ~c 
thought should give serious attentiOn to this 
phase of our national life. 

I do not believe in mass mignation, nor 
do I think it is likclv to succeed. That 
view is confirmed by the experience of Vic­
toria and \V estern Australia. When 
families migrate from Great Britain to 
comrnencc life agajn in settlernents In Aus­
tralia they a re less likely to bo absorbed 
permanently into the popul•ation. than they 
would be if they were workmg among 
people already settled here. The chang? i_n 
conditions between England and Australia Is 
very great indeed, and if migrants aro settlo.d 
together they are homesick together, then 
womenfok are often discontented and 
unlikely to become good settlers. The form 
CJf immigration that I support is the nomi'!'a­
tion system involving the careful selectiOn 
of suitable tvpes. I think it was Dr. ,John­
san >v ho once said that vou could do almost 
anything with a Scotcl~man if you cau13ht 
him young enough, and the sa..rno thmg 
applies to immigrants to this country. 

The hon. member for \V arrego rPferrecl 
to the phvsique of many of the immigr-ants 
who came to this country under the system 
of assisted settlement. Under that system 
manv expedients were adopted in ordc'r to 
pass- th<> nedc,sary medical examination. 
I can recall one occasion, when I was about 
eighteen years of a.ge, doing. a ~ign out­
side a building in a largo mty m Great 
Britain. At that time the Queensland 
Government in common with other Govern­
ments, wer~ advertising for a~ricult.ura) 
labourers. gardeners, and men w1th expen­
enco of the ]and, intimating that they would 
be transported to Australia on the pay­
ment of £1. I saw the applicants for these 
positions entering the various offices and I 
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noticed that they comprised hrgely men 
who had had no experience on the ],and, no 
association with horticulture-men who had 
nevN done any real hard labouring work 
in tlwir lives. The conditions were very 
lax when the time arrived for the intended 
migrant to pass the doctor. For example, 
it was possible-I observed it myself when 
working in the dockyards in London-for a 
man to secure papers and present himself 
for medical inspection on behalf of his 
brother Oi' friend. Unless the system has 
since been tightened up, a somc\vhat 
similar procedure took place in regard to 
the amount of money required by an alien 
befon he could embark for America or 
Canada. If this alien was required to 
posse'S £50. one of the number, who pos­
sessed that amount of money, would pass it 
round amongst many individuals. 

_\11!. '!·stem that may be adopted in the 
futur" must have adequate safPguards. 
J'm·eonalh. I believe that care must be 
oxercisccl in any scheme that may be adopted 
to get the immigrants young, and to ensure 
cardul selection. If conditions in Aust,ralia 
art: 111ade good enough) th(m rncn of rtn 
achellt,m))JS type >vho are likc•lv to bu suc­
Cl'3",ful ~C'1c,ctors, 1nay be indured to con1e 
to Au<tralia. Ko whole.salo svs',tem of 
rnigrat~on is likely to hn en~ourag<;d by anv 
GoH nnnent, no mat.tcr what party tha·t 
Go\-crnlilE'nt rcpreseet. 

:\fr. FDWARDI'\ (.Tan wuo) [5.27 p.m.l: I 
congratulate the Premier on the speech he 
rws ju't made. It is absolutely fair. except 
m ouc· partlcular. He has taken the Com­
mittee into his confidence a.s to the methods 
adopted by the ;\" cw tlettler< League, the 
clmrchcs. and the Government to induce 
bn~-:'1 frorn the large centres (1£ populat_,ion, 
not o11ly to go on the land but also to stav 
on the land. \Yhile I han' no d<>sirc to 
be gin a rontr,yvc-r~v I sugge~t to the Pre­
rnier the dc-,.1n1bil"fv of lO~Jkiucr \-Pry care­
fully into the polic~- of the Go

0

vcr~t~wnt ;f 
which h•. is the hC';,cl. If he cloPs, he will 
find that 11111Ch of the difficulty lw complains 
of IS to be found thoro. I h~tve talked with 
n1ally bov~ \Yho ha YC con1e fro1n oYer~cas­
I h'LI'C waichcJ them grow up-and I want 
to tell l11e hon. member for \Varreo-n tlwt 
tlH'.Y will turn pare very faYOluablv ¥<~ith the 
people who came out here in the. old wind­
jaJnlnt'l'~. These lad"> haYe put up a wondl'r­
ful record. As the Premic1· point.c'd out. 95 
per cent. of them haye macle g<h1d. I haYe 
sef'n thcrn f.tO to :;:;itnat-ions in '1l1P bush and 
C'ndure prettv solid cliflicultie·< and great 
hardships. Tlwr have eiuck nt their ·jobs. 
.and ha n" g-rown un und0r tho~c con clition:;;. 
Some of tbeso lads to-dav (·an be classed 
an1ong:--t m:r b~Rt settler:-;·. Thc.v acceptPd 
work offenng to then1 -with one definite 
objt>rt in Yicw~ and that was tn becon10 
sett1('rs and 0110 dav O\Yil sP1ertions of 
thr'r m.-n. Thesn bovs set out with the 
punw:-;p of saving suffie~er:t monev to take 
up land. ~Irrny of thc1n ~UC'Ct'Pdr~l in thPir 
c,bjecti\C. and. the Gove1nment and other 
poop le \. ho have been rc·,rons;bl" for tLoir 
comin~ to Au~tralia de-;crye the thanks of 
the community. 

In regard to our Queensland boys, in many 
instances the:y appear to be educated against 
going on the land or thinking that a career 
on the iand is an objective worth while. 
[n most Cftses when our boys go out it is 
with tiH• definite objective of earning a few 
pounds and returning to the city where 

thoy may be able to take ad vantage of the 
opportunities affcrdecl there for amusement, 
which are abent in the country. 

I agree with the Premier in his statement 
that this is a huge country and should carry 
a vast population. The system of group 
SFtilen1Pnt ha~ ahvavs tH~en a failure. It 
1 as a failure in the case of the returned 
soldiers and, as the Premier pointed out, 
it is " greater failure when applied to 
;;:tranger'" frorn overseas. Ten or twenty 
irnn1igrants arc seut to a good district and 
if one becomu discontented who has a 
persuasive pergonality, he will cause the 
remainder to become discontented. When 
they do so, they s:t at their gat~s and talk 
about their hard time; and think out schemes 
to induce the Government to come to their 
assistance. Sometimes it happens that a 
body of men ~tro working quite contentedly 
and one who has the gift of the gab comes 
along and in half an hour is itble to rnako 
these men discontented with their lot. The 
group settlement schemes inaugurated in 
Yictoria and Vl'estern Australia have not 
been succe,sfnl. I have not full information 
in regard to the Victorian settlement, but 
[ undcrstancl the group settlers were placed 
on an area of land known as the :!'Jorth· 
Western Malle<'. If that is the area, it is 
no wonder those settlers failed. It is regret· 
table that immigrants should be put on 
country of that cl a.;,, where it would bL' 
impoc.,ible for them to succeed. Such discon­
tented immigrants are a bad advertisement 
for Australia. 

A GovERlOIEXT ME,lBER: You >vould break 
their heart and epirit. 

Mr. EDW ARDtl: It would break any· 
one's heart. I am familiar with that 
country and the conditions the settlers 
would have to put up with. When a sand­
~torrn s\veeps that country the sand covers 
the fences and renders the country useless 
for vears. That should be avoided. We 
should give all the encouragement possible 
to the right clas' of carefully-chosen 
migrants. But it ~.hould be done in this 
w11v: "·e should first rectifv our own diffi­
culties and shmv to intendir{g migrants that 
couditions in Queensland are sound and 
stable enough for them to make good. If 
this was done thPrc would he very little 
necessity to prm·ide help in the way of 
cash. The right class of migrant will be 
attracted if conditions are good. 

Mr. PowER: But you do not belicYe in 
good conditions. 

~Ir. ED\\-ARDI'\: The int0rjc,·tion of the 
ho11. member is not worth replying to. \Ye 
are Ucaling \Yith a s0rious problcnt in the 
intcrc'"ts of this great State of tluec·n~land. 
If when I sugge~t was put jnto cffprt there 
is no doubt we shculd obtain a otrcam of 
dcsirab1e innr1igrants frorn Great Britain 
and other rcuntries. In t1H_' past. when it 
\Yas an casv tnattC'r to obtaju land, vvhcn 
taxation W<'~"l not so high, and when the 
mining fields were booruing wp had not to 
m a ko u:;;c of public ad vPrti SPrnent.s in orrlPr 
to r'ncouragc innnlgrants to our shore::;. 
They came of their mn1 volition. They 
went imo the backblocks and de,-cloped 
the country. \Y c «re certainly pruud of 
these people. 

People should lw !locking to Qne<'nsland. 
Th0 eou11tr~' is 1:ow opened up and the 
State is the best in Australia. There must 
be a deep-seated reason why we cannot 

Mr. Edwm·ds.l 
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attract i1nn1igration. An overseas visitor 
with a world-wide experience stated that 
Queensland was one of the best countries 
in the world. That being so why should 
we not obtrtin migrants without having to 
attract them with financial help'! Queens­
land should also be attracting settlers from 
the South, where the people are literally 
tramping on one another's toes, and pc<ying 
£100 an acre for land that could be pur­
chased in Queensland for about £10. .\1! 
that is necessary is that we should be m a 
position to prove to would-be settlers that 
Queensland conditions are such as will enable 
them to make good. 

Mr. MAHER (Tr est Jioreton) [5.34 p.m.]: 
I am glad to hear the Premier's remarks on 
this subject this evening; it is not the first 
time I have heard thr, Premier speak in this 
strain. At the Gallon Agricultural College 
on diploma day last ye>tr the Premier deliv­
ered a verv sensible address on similar lines. 
The hon. member foe Nanango has located 
the trouble in regard to the difficulty in 
securing farm boys, as he indicated when 
he spoke just now. It is most regrettable 
that the policy of the Government is con· 
rentrated in the direction of providing the 
most. attractive conditions for the residents 
of the metropolitan area, and the large 
provincial cities, their great vote catching 
areas. Everything is out of balance as 
between our country and city life. 

The PRniiER: If that it so wlw does Dr. 
Earle Page point out that we i1anJ more 
farmers than either Victoria or New South 
Wales? 

Mr. MAHER: That is because of the 
geographical area of Queensland. One has 
only to look at the map and notice the 
smallness of Victoria and New South Wales 
as compared with Queensland. The condi­
iion Dr. Earle Page noted is accounted for by 
ihe size of the State, and the enormous area 
of fine land suitable for farming. But the 
Premier knows full well, as does every other 
1 hinking member of the Labour Party, that 
conditions are made so attractive in the 
city-what with Industrial Court awards 
f'l'anting short hours and high wages in 
comparison with those our primary producers 
are able to pay-that the country is not 
attractive to boys. Obviously, the parents 
who reside in the ritv areas feel that it is 
better to keep their 'boys in the city with 
the clta!'.ce of securing well-paid positions 
with short hours and more attractive con· 
ditions than to send them into the country 
distrids, where the economic conditions of 
the dairying,· wheat. fruit, cattle, and wool 
industries make it impossible to grant the 
wages and conditions of employment that in 
rmy way approximate those obtaining in the 
city areas. 

The whole cause of the existing trouble 
lies in the policy pursued by the present 
Premier and his supporters. It is no use 
blaming the parents. They see the position 
as it is. When thev are faced with the 
chance of the boy getting a job at £2 a 
week in a city factory or business house 
and the prospect of going up on classified 
increases, as prescribed by Industrial Com·t 
awards, and hours constantly tending down­
wards, they will naturally struggle hard to 
secure that position for the boy. They will 
not be attracted b,- the prospect of his 
getting 15s. or £1 a week and keep on 
a farm and onl:;" uncertainty in the future. 
That is the cause of the whole trouble, 

[Mr. Edu·ards. 

and we ha vc to meet conditions as they 
a.re. 

The question, therefore, is, "What is the· 
best thing to do?" If our own boys are 
not attracted to farming life because of 
those things-and the demand is still there for 
the fanning boys-the farmers still require 
assistance-there is an obligation upon us 
to try to satisfy that demand. If we cannot 
get our own Queensland or Austra!tan boys 
to accept the vacancies that are there, is 
it not best to move through some of the 
religious organisations, the New Settlers' 
League or any other responsi_bl~ body to 
introduce boys from Great Bntam? They 
have a plentitude of boys in Great Britain 
who are anxious to take up farming life 
under our Queensland conditions. Why not 
bring these boys out? I am satisfied we 
could absorb 5,000 young boys from Great 
Britain without any difficulty. 

Mr. TAYLOR: L:'nder what conditions? 
Mr. MAHER: L:'nder the conditions 

prevailing in our primary producing dis­
tricts. The farmer is not the ogre that 
some hon. members would paint him. Modern 
Q ,remlaud b rmcrs build attract in• hon1es 
and give good accommodation to employees. 
The emplovees have any amount of attrac­
tive life In our country districts to-day. 
TlH_... position in the country i~ Putircl,)· 
different from what it was a quarter of a 
centurv ago when we were pioneering the 
State.· The' boy who has a liking for the 
land is very well treated by Queensland 
farmers to-day. The conditions of employ­
ment and social life for these boys have 
improved far above what they were a quarter 
of a century ago. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: We see that all our boyo 
get those improved conditions. 

Mr. MAHER: I ha ye no objection to the 
hon. member's seeing that the boys get 
them. I think it is desirable that the boys 
get good homes on the farms and ample 
opportunity for social life. I knO\Y many 
boys who came from my electorate to 
Brisbane and got positions, who frequently 
tell me that they had better social condi­
tions and happier times amongst the boy~ 
and girls in the country distrids. Every· 
body who is acquainted with country. condi­
tions knows how very lonely a l)Jg City 
can be, where he does not know people, 
and neighbours are more or less indifferoJ?-t 
The bovs do pine for the happ~· social 
life on 'the farms. Things are changed in 
that respect, and the average farmer to-day 
is willing to pay a good honest boy a gooJ 
honest wage and to treat him as one of 
the househo~d and to give him evl'l'Y oppor­
tunity to learn the farming work in all its 
phases and let that boy enjoy himself reason­
ably, too. 

Another matter to which I should like 
to refer is the shortage of domestic girls. 
It is a problem to secure help in the house­
hold. I have been told that the payment 
of the dole to girls has a bearing on this 
ma.tter. \Vhether that is so or not I am not 
sure, but the fact remains that any house­
holder in Brisbane who wants to secure a 
girl for household help finds it difficult. 
You can offer good homes and good mone.y 
and attracti,·e conditions and then find 1t 
hard to get girls of a suitable type. .I 
think any member who has had . experi· 
ence could bear me out if he hked to 
speak the truth. There is scope in Queens­
land to-day for 5,000 for domestic 'ervice. 



Supply. [17 OCTOBER.) Supply. 679 

The tendency is for women to be attracted 
more nnd rnore into industry, not only in 
the l:msiness offices at shorthand and typo­
writin;;, especially in the Gmcrmnent ser­
vice. lmt also in the factories and other 
seconJary industries. There is an unrnis­
t•akable demand for female labour. and the 
trend is for girls to find rcasonablv attrac­
tive employment in those places. 'rhc 
numbd· of girls available for domestic ser­
vice is becoming very small indeed. What­
-ever the causes, the fact remains that it is 
almost impossible, even when householders 
offer <'Xtra.vagant wages •and good homes 
an-d conditions, to get the right type of 
girl for domestic service. I submit that fact 
for the verv serious consideration of the 
Hon. the Pr-~mier. 

I think there is room m Queensland 
to-day for 5,000 boys for farm >vork and for 
5.000 girls for domestic service, from over­
seas. :'\o doubt large numbers of boys and 
girls brought into our country in that way 
would have a good effect in Queensland 
generall:-· and they would become good 
QuPemlanders as they matured. The Govern­
ment ;;hould give serious consideration to 
something of this sort. As the Premier 
'Says, 1nass moveinent-. of population from 
one countrv to another mav be undesir­
able. and .iroup movements for reasons he 
indicate-d may cause discontent. HowevN. 
boy< and girls who come here in their early 
years >Yill settle down and develop into good 
Queenslanders who, in the course of time. 
will be wry helpful in the development of 
our State. 

Mr. POWER (llaroona) [5.49 p.m.l: I do 
not agree with the remarks of the hon. 
memqer who has just resumed his seat that 
t he• Go.-ernment should give consideration 
to bringing out girls from overseas for 
domestic employment in this State. There 
are quite a number of girls unemploYed 
to-day who would be prepared to take o.n 
domestic employment if given a decent wage 
and a <lecent standard of li.-ing. I know 
of rr1any instances where girls have gone to 
labour agencies and have been sent out as 
clonlC"tic r:crYants at a wage of 10s. a \Veck 
to plac-es where thev are compelled not 
only to do the cooking and washing and 
scrubbing. but to go b~ck at night and 
wait on the table and prepare sup)J<'r for 
their <-mploye>rs whe.n they return from tho 
theatres. The trouble in connection with 
donwstic f'mployment in Queensland is th<>t 
employers are not prepared to pay the girl< 
a decent wa,ge and give them a -decent 
sta.ndard of living. I should like to see the 
girls organise along proper lines and applv 
to the Industrial Court for proper wages 
and conditions. There would then be no 
need for anybody to seek in vain for girls 
to <'ngage in domestic employment. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [5.51 p.m.l: 
Tt is true that there are vacancies for boys 
a~1d girle in the country under good condi­
tiOns. and that they cannot be filled by 
drawing on the cities. I do not know of one 
unemployed boy in m;<· district. They can 
get work and they take it. Certainly they 
seek the highest wage offering, but they 
take whatever is going. How it will ever 
be possible to induce boys and girls to go 
from the city to the country, I do not know. 
At the present time they refuse to go. 
~very day we hear the complaint in the 
c1ty that people are unable to obtain 
domestic servants. I know that there are 

plenty of jWOple in the country who require 
girls for domestic service and any number 
of farmers who can provide employment 
for boys. They do not bother so much now 
to look for the boys because they know it 
is impossible to get them. Time and time 
again I am asked if it is possible to obtain 
a boy from the State Children Department. 
He has a better chance to-day of getting 
on in life than lads who have parents. He 
is able to obtain work and the State sePs 
to it that he enjoys decent conditions. It is 
true that the wages are not high, but he has 
a decent boss, a decent home, and gets good 
treatment. And they get on. In the city 
there are any numbers of boys growing to 
manhood without any occupation at all 
because they insist upon- regular jobs carry­
ing a wage prescribed by the Industrial 
Court. The hon. member for Baroona would 
like to see the wages of domestic servants 
fixed by the Industrial Court. Well, go 
ahead and do it ! It will simply mean that 
there will then be no jobs available. Go 
ahead and fix a wage for farm labourers, as 
was done during a previous Labour regime. 
There were then no jobs available, simply 
because industry could not pay the wages. 
It had to go without hired labour. I know 
that when the first rural award was intro­
duced into my district there were sixty men 
out of work within a week. It could not be 
helped. 

Mr. H. H. CaLLINS: To whom did the 
award apply? 

Mr. DEACON : It applied to farm hands. 
The hon. member for Cook should remember 
that this award was issued by the court 
during the time of the McCormack Govern­
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC INSTRUUTION: 
It did not apply to dairymen, and you , 
know it. 

Mr. DEACON: It did apply to them in 
certain circumstances. In a verv short time 
very few hands were employed in the district, 
while those who were employed were work­
ing for a lower wage " under the cush." 
The award was ignored. The men them­
selves recognised it was impossible for the 
farmers to pay the wage fixed by the award. 

The CHAIRMA;\;: Order! The hon. 
member is discussing a matter far removed 
from the question under discussion. 

Mr. DEACO:--J: I apologise, Mr. Hanson, 
for having been led off the track. Immi­
grant boys can be placed in positions in the 
rural centres at wages the industry can 
afford, and under conditions that are better 
than those they are living under now. 
Living conditions in the country are better 
than those in the cities. It is a pity that 
we cannot place our own lads in some 
of the Yacancies and give them the same 
opportunities as the immigrant boys. It 
is a pity they will not go to the country. 
J ob8 are offered to them. It is to be 
regretted that we should be giving con­
sideration to the introduction of lads from 
overseas when we have so many lads in our 
cities and towns without employment who 
could fill these jobs and have better pros­
pects for the future than they possess to-clay. 

Mr. J\'IMMO (Oxley) [5.57 p.m.]: I was 
very pleased to hear the speech of the 
Premier respecting the settling of cadets or 
scouts on farms. It is a tragedy that boys 
from the city will not adopt a life in the 
country. There must be some reason for it. 

Mr.Nimmo.] 
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Possibly the conditions in the country are not 
sufficientlv attractiYe. \V c should make them 
more att!·aetive. A boy living in a small 
town on the railwav who desires to visit a 
neighbouring settlement is compelled to pay 
raihva v fares in excess of the amount 
deman.ded in the cities for tra veiling a 
similar distance. That is one matter that 
tends to make conditions in the country le<~ 
attractive. Even if only a small number of 
boys are brought from overseas, the very 
fact of their coming here might instil in 
the minds of our own boys a desire to go 
out into the country. It would improve 
their physique and health. The good condi­
tions they would work under would broaden 
their outlook on life. If the boys could 
only realise these facts there would be a 
continual drift from the cities and towns 
to the co~ntry. We frequently hear hon. 
members, hke the hon. member for Baroona 
making statements that only inflame th~ 
minds of boys who might otherwise go 
mto the country and lead them to believe 
that conditions in the country are awful. I 
have gone through the country a good deal 
and have seen these boys on farms. They 
were quite happy, having a good time and 
contented with their lot. Naturallv. 'if an 
agitator or an organiser happened 'to come 
along and tell them that their conditions 
were not as good as those of the men in the 
tramways or some other calling the\· would 
become discontented. We should en.deavour 
to build up conditions that will make home 
life in the country happy and check the drift, 
from the farms. We have many instances 
where settlers have reared large families, 
and developed farms that arc now practi­
cally deserted. Our efforts 'hould be to give 
encouragement to bovs to go on the land in 
the directions we ha:;-e indicated. 

::\1r. _MOORE r.Aubiyny) [7 p.m.]: .i very 
real difficulty exists at the present time and 
has existed for some time in regard to the 
scarcity of labour m the country districts. 
Only a fortnight ago I was in my own 
electorate and I found that the shortage was 
very appaeent. As the Premier stated the 
difficulty in regard to the local boys i.' that 
. "ou cannot get them to go out. If vou could 
gl't them to g-o out and stick to· it for a 
month oe two they would sta v on. The 
tnmble is to get them to go and to induce 
1 he parents to encourage them to go. I ha vc 
had a good deal of experience of immiO'rant 
boys and they are very satisfactory. They 
are not so qmck to learn as the Queensland 
boy', but they are conscientious and trust­
\HJrthy; and they haYe not a mother here 
lo write to who will tell them to come home 
If the,· are not quite satisfied. Thcv remain 
on the land and qecomc good citizens. I 
know several who have settled down and 
mvn small farms and others who arc doing 
\\·ell at share farmmg. 

Th·· Public Service Commissioner has 
'omet hing to •say on this subject in his 
n•port, which is very much to the point. 
The passage I refer to reads:-

" Though the producer may growL he 
has a lot about which to growl; possibly 
no SE'<:tion is more the Yictim of circum­
stances. The public servant is sure of 
his fortnightly pav; the producer is not 
sure of a fortnightly cheque. Emplovees 
have the protection of carefully con­
o<idered and strictly administered awards; 
the producer has to depend upon nature 
anfl, in a large n1easur0, upon oYerscas 

f .1! r . .\'immo. 

prices. Awards cannot control nature; 
industrial conferC'nces cannot influence 
the sea,sons ; and overseas price::; arc 
be'.-ond the determination of local 
junta-s. A five-day week is not for the 
producer; even the scriptural ,;ix· day 
week can be honoured onlv in the 
spirit.'' L 

There are many ·compensations for liYiug 
in the countrY, which are not taken into 
account by tl;e people in the towns. The 
arnusomonts afforded in the country are just 
as attractive, in fact more .so, .-:uHl far less 
co~st]y; and it is n1uch easier to save rnoney 
in the country because living ~xpenscs are 
far less than they are in tho city. 

::Ur. JE~So:.~: There are plenty of attrac­
tions in the country? 

:Yir. MOORE: There are. The idea 
appears to be prevalent that there is no 
chance of advancement for a bov or a. rnan 
,vho goes to the country to earl1 a liYing; 
but there are no reasonable grounds for it. 
Some of the most succe,ssful farmers sU,ried 
with practically nothing. One of the most 
successful farmers on the Do''Tns w4f.;; at cne 
time a drayman in Brisbane with "' wife and 
familv who had no experience of farming 
work.' He left the city and took up a block 
of prickly-pear land which had been vacant 
for ,some 1ears. His success was due to the 
fact that' he possessed characteristics that 
are lacking in ma.ny people-he had any 
amount of courage and industry. He left 
that farm and secured a large one and 
eventuallv became the owner of 3,000 acres 
in the Dalby district. It i,s not because 
opportunity is lacking in the country but 
because success often depends on the strength 
of will the industrv and the enterprise of 
the individual who 'dommcnces farming and 
these traits are ~sometimes lacli:ing. 

After gaining cxperienc'2 the iJl1Il!lgr:1nt 
boys become enamoured of the work on the 
farn1 and settle down, recog11ising that 
there is a living to be ma.de on Lhe land. 
As the member for Kenned' said. they 
recognise there are ample opportunit~e.s for 
amusement, and they become useful citizens . 

Mr. GAIR: Do vou think thev are more 
suitable than Australian boys? · 

:Yh. ::\100RE : T!Jey are not more suit­
able, nor arc they so adaptabk, or so 
speedily taught. But they stick at it becau>e 
their parents are not clcse at hand .. It. IS 

well known that a boy gets lonely dunng 
the first week or two awav from home. He 
writes to his mother and· tells her so. The 
rwtural thing is for the mother to tell him 
to cume home. That is not so ea~v ·when 
the mother is 12,000 miles away. Thw he 
sticks to the work, and in the 'oune of 
time enjoys it. A groat deal of the trouble 
is clue to the fact that parents are not 
willing to allow their sons to go on ro farms. 
I do not think one could obtain a lad 
quicker to learn than the Australian-bern. 
He is both adaptable and quick. If one 
can get the Australian lad to staY on thr_' 
farm one cannot get a better employee, but 
the difli,cuhy is to get him to ,otay there. 
The point is that so many become enamoured 
of the idea of working in the cities with 
the five-dav week and tho fixed working 
hours. An~l then we have the countrY boy 
who appears to have the ambition to become 
a policeman ! (Laughter.) Hon. members 
may laugh, but unfortunately that is the 
fact. He sees the policeman in hi' ciistrict, 
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and a::; a rule in a country d1 stnct a police­
man appears to be having an easv time. 
After all, that <loes not lead that boy any­
where. The boy who goes on the farm has 
the better opportunity. The Public Service 
Corun1is~io11er also sa,vs-

""This lead suggests a scheme of farm­
lc•ts for landless youths who have sorne 
ag-ric~ltural training and practical 
expenence, but little financial means or 
b~1ckir~g: Tho n1ain ~cti \ Hy might be 
p]g-ra1~1ng and faU011111g, \vith dairying 
a''. an adjunct .. The youths, preferably, 
>mght work thmr £armlets, co-operatively, 
in groups of three or four. To the 
:vouth of grit and ambition, the £armlet 
would lead in time to the man-sized 
fal'lu; a''suming· good land, good Rtock, 
reasonably assured prices, and fair 
opportunities, the young fellow shoul<l 
be nble to make wages, and a little 
over. He would have the s;::tisfctction, 
too, of working for himself, fending 
for himself, aml practising ·that self­
tJclp winch begets independence.'' 

<IJw la.'t portion is, perhaps, the most atlntc­
tiYe of all-working and fPm1ing fur h;m­
sclf. knc.wing his efforb will be of lwncfit 
to hinJOPlf. lt is a trag-edy in the deYelop­
mcnt of Qut!enslaud that the O'tner, of 
farrus have to curtail their OIJerations becau~c 
of thr ]ad~ of suitable bo\1 .1. It is achniUcd 
that dwrc is a tremendous sh"l tag c. The 
Sccrl'tary for Agriculture is aware of it. 
l-Ie ha~ a eontinuul stream of applicaticm" 
for boys. which he is unctblc to fill. I 
myself know the difficulty of securing· the 
llcc·cssar;-- help. It i, all Yery fine tQ say 
that if the conditions were governed by 
au indnstrial av-ard with Excel wages ar.d 
hours farmers would be able to secure the 
ncce.ssm·y help. If the prices for tlwir cnm­
lnoclit1c~ were fixC'd fanners "\Yould he abh~, 
peJ·hapP, to pay the a,\·ard rates and grat:t 
award conditjons. But unfortunatclv. a~ 
:1Ir. Story has pointed out, awards do not 
Lake any account of nature or seasons. The..-.~ 
haYc no rc;:.rnrd to oYerscas prices. CrmsC­
quently tht" fanner ha~ to cut his coat 
ac-cordiHg to his cloth. I-Ie cannot pav out 
1norc than he gets in. ~ 

It must not be forgotten that it is the 
return to the farmer for his exportable 
produce that enables the standard of liYing 
conditions in the city to be> maintained. 
It is the country that maintains the citv, 
and it is a tragedy that a State the si~e 
of Queensland, with its verv fine cQuntrv 
lands, cannot be deYoloped b<>cause o'f 
insufficiency of farming labour. The Kew 
Settlrrs' League has adYertiscd for local 
hoys to go on farms. It cannot get them. 
rrhc Secretary for Agriculturn says the sarne 
thing. In the circumstancos we should take 
advantage of the opportunity of securing 
boys who have proYed themselves capable 
of doing this class of work, and who \Yil! 
o\-cntuall;: become good settlers. Certainly 
they arP f'Onlparativcly young when thc:v 
come to Queensland, but they arc looked 
after by the J'\cw Settlers' League and 
wcietics under the auspices of the Church 
uf Emrland and others. 

The Irnmi<!ration Department also has a 
welfare section to see thctt these bovs arc 
prop{~rly h·cated and gen0rally k~~rp a 
fatherly eye upon them until they are of 
an age to look after themselves properly. 
It does not seem a. reasonabk thinrr to 
bang the door and say, " \Ve will not allow 

any of these boys to come in," because there 
are unemployed in Queensland, when those 
un0mployed will not take the work that is 
offering. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: Nobody has sug­
gested bctnging the door. 

Mr. MOORE: C\obody has sugge·,,ted that 
the door should be thrown wide open for 
anybody to come in and accept this employ­
ment. V\'hen we have proof th&t the bovs 
who do come in-Yery often brought o;,t 
uuder the auspices of the New Settlers' 
League or by the Immigration Depart­
ment-are successful and have become quite' 
good citizens in many cases, it seems thttt 
the principle should be extended a little 
further. \Vo should again open the door and 
seo if we cannot bring in a sufficient nurnber 
of these boys to enable the country to 
deYelop and forming operations to be carried 
on. I can find many oases within a narrow 
avenne where op.erations have had to be 
curtailed because of the shorta.go of labour. 
There is no occasion for tho'<c operations 
to be curtailed. Every in1mig1·ant who 
comes here and performs useful ''ork is an 
asset to the country both as a producer •and 
a consun1er. 

Mr. H. H. CoLLlNS: What do they do 
whee they become of age? 

c.J:r. MOO RE. What do the,,· do ne .. 

The PRE:VUER: Many of them arc on farms 
of their own. 

:\'lr. '!\IOOllE: Ylany arc on farws cf 
their o . n a~~d Jnanv are on dntre farn1~. 
I know three who aro on Rhare farrns and 
doing; qulte vn~ll. One is saving up to 
purchas0 the fa.rm he is on. Once the'e 
boys get iuto the habit of etaying on 1;hc 
laud theY will not y;u.nt to come to the 
city. The boys who wiil not go out arc our 
p·r·ateot difficulty. YVe fmd that although 
the opportunities are there a.nd nun1bors 
of applications are coming in for bo..-:-;, the 
G-oycrnmcnt arc 11nable to n1eet the dernand. 
with the rc'11lt that the farmers curtail 
their operations. 

Jt would make a tremendous difference to 
this country if that labour were procurable. 
Manv men find that thev -arc unable to 
ca,rry on. Only a few "'"ceks a. go I ha p­
pencd to be travelling bet V\ een Dalby and 
Bowenville and I calle·d on some people I 
know-a man and his wife-who had 81 
cows. Thew have had no help whatever 
since lOth V Decen1ber last. rrhey have 
advcrti,:;:ecl and sent to Yarious ~ labour 
agencies but failed to get assistance. They 
wanted a. boy and a girl, but could .not 
get an:.-body. The man said to me. " The 
only thing "" nn do is to sell half the 
herd, because we cannot carry on like this. 
There is too much for the two of us to do 
and it is itupo ~siblc for us to c.arrv on. 
\Ve haYe not got help in the house, we" have 
not got help outside, rmd we cannot get 
it." That is the big trouble to-dcty. If 
boys were coming out the farmers \Yould 
know that if thev could not got them this 
month they \\·ould be able to get them next 
rnonth. and ""Noukl t arrv on until the assist­
ance arrived. 1'\ow. th;,y are generally dis­
gruntled, sick of the whole business, and 
putting- the farms on the market for ea.lr•. 
The GOvernn1cut's irnn1igration polic:v should 
l.JP extc>nded to " great deal more than ten 
a. month. They should endeavour to make 

lvl r. M oore] 
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arrangements for a sufficient number to 
come out to supply the demand that I> 
here. It is recognised by the Government 
and ,·arious welfare societies intPrested i)l 

immigration that the demand exists. 
It was supposed when the depression came 

that a large number of those boys would 
come into the city and go on the dole. I 
do not think one per cent. of them did 
that. The way in which they kept their 
jobs, or secured others, is remarkable. Th•oy 
have been carefully looked after by the 
New Settlers' League, and <tlso by the 
Immigration Department, who send an 
officer round ever5.· now and again to see 
the conditions they are working under and 
find out how they are getting on. I think 
the boys appreciate that. They are certainly 
an asset to the State, and it is a grei\t 
pity that the stream is so limited when the 
requirements of the country arc s0 great. 

Thlr. TA YLOR (Enoggcra) [7.16 p.m.]: 
The discussion this evening has been on 
a very serious question. There is no doubt 
that if our country is not settled within the 
next quarter of a century, some of the other 
nations bordering the Pacific will come 
here. The time has arrived when the best 
that can be done must be done. Youths in 
the city are not developing the true Austra­
lian spirit of the youths of my day. We 
had to go to the country to get work-the 
cities did not offer the inducements they 
offer to-day. After all, it does one no harm 
to knock around the country for the early 
part of ono's life. One may not gain much 
financially, but it develops a sotmd know. 
ledge of life, and stimulates one's natural 
logi ea! sense, and that is an asset for anyone 
to carry through life. \Ye should be foster· 
ing that earlier spirit in the youths of our 
day so that they will desire to take up 
this natural vocation of the Australian-born 
citizen. Our country offers better prospects 
to the youth to-day than it did fiftv or sixtv 
years ago. Although there may· be ovc·;. 
production in ::'Ollle priuw.rv industries that 
will not exist for ever. · ' 

A phace of the matter to which hon. 
members opposite might give some considera. 
tion is the fact that 'ome of them are 
c1lwa:5 pointing out in this [-Iou'3c-and thP 
Press and members of other Houses of 
Parliament do likewise-that people on th<' 
land have very hard times-that they an1 
up with the morning star and go to bed 
with the moon. That kind of thing creates 
a complex in the minds of our citizens, so 
that they will not allow their boys to go 
to the country as they should. 

Mr. MoORE: There Is nothing 1vrong 
about being up earl:y. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Not a bit, but why a! way,, 
talk about the awful conditions of the men 
on the land? You cannot expect a motlwr 
to acquire such an outlook as will allow 
her .to send her boy to the country if she 
contmually hears propaganda of that kind. 
That is the underlying reason why mothers 
m this State rcfu>e to allow their sons to 
go on the land. I know that one swallow 
does n-:;t make a summer, nor does the 
existence of ono bad farrner·employer indi­
cate that no farmer would treat his hands 
in a reasonable way. I have had experi­
ence in farming districts. If, after working 
for a farmer for three or four weekR, I was 
convinced that it wonld be imnossible for 
me to get on amicably with l;im I wont 
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elsewhere and probably accepted a job 
travelling stock for twelve or eighteen 
months. It is not always possible to " hit 
it off" with your employer. The human 
element will always enter into the question. 

Science has 1naterially improved worki11g 
conditions iir the country. The radio, the 
aeroplane, and fast rnoving trains and ruotor 
cars have brought it nearer civilisation than 
it was thirty or forty years ago. 'fo.day 
it is merely a question of c01n-incing the 
parents that their boys should seek employ· 
ment on the land instead of entering- the 
Governnwnt serYice or endea-Youring to 
become artisans under the aegis of the 
.-\ pprenticeship Committee. One of the 
greatest difficulties that a city member of 
Parliament has to overcome to.da v is the 
repeated requests from parents to pr'ace their 
boys in trades and professions in the city. 
Let us haye a look at ourselves in tho 
mirror, and consider whether the propaganda 
that emanates from hon. memhe" opposite 
to the effect that farmers labour under 
awful conditions, live hard, enjoy no com­
forts, and work for nothing, is not lun·ing 
a serious effect on the employment of om· 
youths. 

There are thousands of youths in AcJ;tralia. 
to-cl ay who would make competent fanner> 
a.nd excellent bush workers, if gi Yf'll the 
opportunity. There is no need to import 
bovs from o1·erseas. I do not think that 
a COncerted efiort has been made to ir,dUCP 
parents to allow their sons to engage in 1and 
occupations. Since I haYc b0e11 a nlr>Inbcr 
of Parliament I ha:ve had manv requests 
frorn 1nother~ to asslst them i.n placiug 
their sons in Pf"'·,itions in tho city. Ou rnore 
than one occacjon I have suggested to thn 
mother that she should allow her boy to g-o 
to work on a fa nn. and in some cases. after 
discmsing the matter for perhaps half an 
hour, I have been able to convince her that 
thn bov could do worse than that. On othe1· 
occasi,;ns tl1e mother has said, '"I do not 
n~nt Ill\ bov to live under those awful con­
ditions 'that, politicians allege farmen huYC 
to endure." I think we should colisirlcr 
whether the propag-anda that emanate's from 
this Chamber has not been responsible. to 
.-.on1e f'v.:t.cnt. for the rt~grettablc position 
that f'xi~t~ to~dav in ronncction with thn 
umployment of boys on the lexd. 

Dealing \l"itlr the que·tion of nn•rsc•as 
imrnigrants, I should prefer honest British 
irnrnigrants to the imn1igrants of an:.· other 
rac<~ on the fac0 of the earth. It \1 ould 
be a good idea if the British Gon•rnm.,nt 
would undertake to contribute a proportion 
of the expense involved in transportirg and 
sL•ttling irnrnlgTnnts in thls country. In thiA 
wav thP British Government would be 
asslstf'd to cope wltll one of ]t~ O\Vn :-Prious 
social problems, whilst Australia would aho 
benefit. That reminds me that a few da vs 
ago a Bill 'vas introduced into this Ci,amlrei· 
crnpo'l-vcring the GoverntnPnt to co-operate 
with the Governments of West ern Australia 
and the Commonwealth \l"ith th0 object of 
carrying- out a sun·ey of 1\Torther11 i\us­
trali a. It is proposed to spend £150.CJO foi· 
the purpose. but the proposal was violentlv 
resisted by the hon. membPr for Cu•Jmora 
and other hon. members opposite. This 
survey 1nay n1ateriall:v assist the G-oYcrn­
ments to rarrv out a beneficial land settle· 
rnent scheme. ·These are facto" that should 
be considered by hon. members opposite 
who arc anxious that Australia should be 
fully dneloped. \V hen they rise in their· 
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place~ 1n this Chamber to d;scuss these 
importnllt probl~ms, they should considm· 
just how much damage they may do by their 
carelcso utterances. 

~Ir. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [7.25 
p.m.]: Judging from the remarks of the 
Premier this debat<· will do a tremendous 
amount of good. He has no objection to 
boys comjng into this State from overseas, 
especially from the British Isles, to under­
take farm work. \Ye must recog.nise that 
such a policy pos"csses many advantages. 
We who haYe spent a lifetime in breeding 
stud stock know the ,advantage gained every 
llO\V and again from imporbng, especially 
from Great Britain. new sires to improve 
the breed E,nd stamina of our stock. Aus­
tralia ls a young country situated 1nore or 
less in t,JJC tropics. \V e suffer from extreme 
heat during a period of the year. That is 
whv our stock deteriorates. I think that 
also a.pplies to the human being, That is 
what I want to point out to hon. members. 
If Amtral>a were isolated we should find 
in lOO :voars' time that her people showed 
comirlcrablc .deterioration. 

.-\ GoYCRN}1EXT ME>!BER: That is a damag­
ing stniement. 

:\lr. UODFREY MORGAX: It is not. 
Thoro is scarcely an hon. member who is not 
connected with stock in some \Vav or other. 
r suppose that some hon. member's parents 
{'am<' horn other parts of the world. Mv 
father and mother came from Great Britairi. 

Mr. PowEH: You arc not blamin"' Great 
Brita.in for that, are you! - " 

2vlr. GODFREY ~IORGAX: I am not. 
'llw point I want to make is this : Aus­
rraliaus by continually intermarrying with 
one another will deteriorate in physique just 
as our stud stock dctoriora tcs from inter­
breeding. It is an aoceptPd fact that bovs 
introduced from Great Britain will be -a 
wonderful asset t.o Anstralia. Some hon. 
members may not agree with me but there 
is not much difference in the ' results of 
breedillg stock and breeding human beings. 

M_r. KEOGH: Do you ba-:v that. the Morga.n 
fam!ly has d<Jterioratcd? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:-J: I do not know 
whether the hon. member's familv has 
deteriorated. I happen to be a very good 
.'ire and that might be the reason why the 
Morgan family has not deteriorated. vVo 
who engage in the breeding of stud horses 
know that there is a demand for the stock 
of imported animals. That particul,arly 
applies to the first generation; the demand 
;, not so great for the second generation. 

Mr. JESSON: There is no comparison 
bct,Yecn a human b-eing and an anitnal. 

Mr. GODFREY 3.10RGAN: If there is 
no comparison then whv is it that breeders 
in Great Britain ha Ye~ not had to import 
;tock for: many hundreds of years; yet 
LJrceclcrs lll every country in the world look 
to Great Britain for stock to replenish their 
'tuds 1 'Ve in Australia claim that our 
foundations were lai.d by the British. 

;\Ir. O'KEEFE: You have not slipped since 
Dan Jl.lorgan the bushranger went out? 

~lr. GODFREY MORGAN: Perhaps I 
have improved a little. ::\:o donht Morgan 
the buf:.hrangcr had rnany good qualities. 
Mr. Y!cKonna. the Director of Education. 
a:-;l~c(1 t.J-w cbildren at ·t ~chool in n1v elccto­
rrde if !lley knew Mr. Morga11. They all 

put up their hands, and said, "Y cs." Mr. 
McKoEna then said to them, "What does 
Mr. Morgan do?" TY:o or three pupils put 
up their hands, and one of them said. 
"Please, sir, he IS a bushranger.'' 
(Laughter.) 

Judging 'hY the speeches delivered by 
Government members on this matter, they 
are inclined to view it in a reasonable way, 
!mowing it is impossible to get local boys to 
go to the country. The Secretary for ~\gri­
eulture is interested in this matter, and his 
views on the question would be valuable. 
Judging by some of tb.o Press reports, the 
Minister has found great difficulty in getting 
boys to go to the farming centres. The hon. 
gentleman stated on many occasions that the 
parents were to blame becau'e they would 
not allow their boys to take po,;iiions that 
arc offering on fanns. If '''O cannot induce 
local boys to go to the country centres, it is 
our duty to endcaYour to got bo:vs from 
Great Britain. I agree with the hon. mem­
ber who has just resumed his scat. that 
British boys would l;>e preferable to boys 
fJ·om a fC'rcign countr·c .Australia is a 
British Domir;lon, and the great bulk of ib 
population are of British descent, and proud 
of it. EYen people who came from the 
little ioland the hon. member for :\lc,rthyr 
came from have been of much benefit to 
Australia, although the hon. member may 
not haYP clone much. 

:Mr. KEOGH: Why pick me? 

Mr. GODFREY ::i!IORGA:'\: I desire to 
pomt out that it ,,-ould c>e of benefit to 
c\ ustralia if the boys came from IrelaaJ ·CJr 

any other part of the British Isle"<. 
In mv opinion. the Federal Goyernment 

'should 'arrange for the migration of the 
number of boys from Britain that are 
required by the different States. When 
thev arrived in this country they could 
be ' drafted to the various States, and 
to the yarious farms where work was 
available for them. If a position in 
Brisbane for a boy under sixteen years was 
advertised in the local papers there would 
be hundreds of applicants; but that does 
not apply in regard to positions in the farm­
ing districts. I was born and bred in the 
country, and I am proud of the fact. I 
reared mv famil v in the countrv, and I am 
pround of that fact. too, and the majority 
of mv children are living in the country at 
the present time. There is no better life 
for a :voung man than farm life. Country 
life may not offer the same c·'lucationul 
facilities' for children as the city; but. 
generally speaking, it enables them to get 
a fair education. If I \\·ere starting out in 
life I should prefer to go to the country to 
live and rear mv familv, notwithstanding 
>erne drawbacks that mav' exist. A bov loses 
nothin!; hecausf' he has iived in the country 
until he has reached maturit:v. He reall:v 
gains. Generally speaking, it will be found 
that the young man who has spent his youth 
in the country is better able to battle and 
fond fDl' himself whon he comes to the city 
than those who haY!' b', en born and spent 
their lives in the city. 

I commend to the Premier and hon. 
mcmhf't's opposite the suggestion that we 
should get together with ·n Yiew to seeing 
whether a larger numbn of boys should not 
be brought out to Queensland. A com­
mencement could be made with, pcrhapo, 
fifteen or twenty. If that nnmber was not 
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sufficient a larger number could be taken 
and eventually it might be found expedient 
to bring out all the boys necessary for the 
work that is available. Queensland should 
have those boys. They would assist the 
primary producers in producing the wealth 
that is necessary for the maintenance of the 
cities, as was pointed out by the Leader of 
the Opposition. Irrespective of their poli­
tical views hon. members should get together 
with a view to putting into operation some 
such system. If some great catastrophe was 
to happen and the country districts were 
wiped out, what would become of the 
inhabitants of the city? They are dependent 
on the country. 

Mr. TAYLOR: Are they not inter-dependent? 
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: To a certain 

point I agree that they are, but wherea> 
the people in the country could live wit"·"U• 
the cities and towns the people in the citie; 
and towns could not live for any appreciable 
length of time without the primary pro· 
ducers. The citJ folk are dependent to a 
greater extent on the country people than 
are the latter on the former. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Without the cities 
people would live in the country. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Except on 
mining fields I have never known of towns 
'prirw:ing up suddenly in the country in 
this i::\tate. The towns follow the settlers. 
Fin;t of all land is opened up and selected. 
Then more settlers group themselves round 
the pioneers. Trades people then realise that 
t!Jere is some call for their services and 
thus we have the birth of a town. 

The HOME SEORE1'ARY : Towns and cities are 
merely the servants of the community. 

Mr. GODFHEY MORGAN: Exactlv. 
There is no doubt about that. So far ~s 
life in the country is. concerned, I have my 
own personal experrence. I have gone 
through the stages and I should know. 

Mr. ,JESSON : Did you carry your swag? 
Mr. GODFREY MORGA-"<: No, I did 

not carry a swag, but a man can go through 
hardships without doing that. I am 
acquainted with the hardships of pioneering. 
I pioneered in Victoria. 

Mr. JESSON: You were not born with a 
cilver spoon in your mouth? 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: Fortunately 
for me I was not. My first occupation was 
delivering papers in the street. Then I 
swept out a printing office and became a 
printer's devil. With this brief history 
of my boyhood, hon. members can be 
assured thl),t I was born with no silver spoon 
rn my mouth. And I am very pleased I was 
not. Many of the men who have been born 
in the lap of luxury have not made a 
wccess in life, whereas those who have had 
to battle from childhood have done so. 
That has certainly been my experience. 

The opportunities that existed in Aus­
Lralia fifty or sixty years ago are offering 
in Queensland to-da:v to a greater extent 
than in any other State in the Common­
wealth. It is just a matter of whether a 
boy has determination and is prepared to 
endure a little hardship. If he is he will 
eventually become successful and provide 
some comforts for his old age. The a vetag-e 
man does not mind what work he cmder­
takes so long as he accumulates a " nest 
egg " for his old age, because he dislikes 
taking the old-age pension or going to 
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Dunwich. A boy with that spirit of deter­
mination will get on in Queensland. They 
are doing it every day. l have taken boys 
from Brisbane and put them on farms. 
For the first three or four weeks thev were 
home sick and wanted to return to Brisbane. 
but they eventually got over t!J,at. They 
made new chums amongst n01ghbourmg 
farmers, had their sports on Saturday or 
Sunday, and eventually came to Brisbane 
to see their parents, after having saved a 
few pounds. They were not in Brisbane 
more than a fortnight before they wanted 
to go back to the country. After experiencing 
both city and country conditions. they 
wanted to get back to the country because 
they realised that the opportunities were 
better there than in the city ! 

I hope that this debate will result in the 
Premier's announcing that the Go\'ernment 
are prepared to allow an increasing number 
of boys to come in from Great Britain until 
the demand here is satis6ed. As another 
hon. member has said, if we do not popu­
late Australia some other nation will do it 
for us. 

Mr. FOLEY (.Yorrna'llb!f) [7.43 p.m.]: The 
discussion on this question has been very 
interesting, but I am afraid that most hon. 
members have been looking at the matter 
from the point of view of the conditions of 
some years ago instead of those existing 
now. In common with other young men, l 
had the experience of going out on to a 
'tation or farm for 10s. a week. being fed 
mostly on corned junk and damper for the 
greater part of the year, and at the end of 
twelve months, after having paid for boots 
and clothes, being lucky if I left that station 
or farm with a cheque for £5 or £10. Much 
better conditions than those are offering 
to-dav. The Government have introduced 
scholarships and are endeavouring to do 
away with "daylight to dark" conditions 
so that we shall have a shorter working day 
on the farm. 

The Leader of the Opposition pointed out 
the average farmer's difficulty in offering 
conditions such as will induce the average 
city lad-who has a different outlook from 
that which existed when we were bovs-to 
take on fanning. Son1e hon. members" have 
suggested that all the factors causinrr this 
~tate of affairs were _political, but that 
rs not w. The position of farminrr is 
the same nearly all over the wo~ld­
that is, it is individu<tlistic, and there­
fore out of step with the rc't of industry. 
It has not kept pace with the development 
of labour-saYing methods, and has not re­
organised as have secondarv industries. 
With the growth of cartel, ~onopoly and 
trust, the latter can so regulate the amount 
of raw material required and its price that 
farmers all over the world are facing low 
prices. Wherever farming is carried on 
under the individualistic system-as in 
Australia-farmers are in difficulties. Only 
where farming is conducted on large tracts 
with the most scientific methods have the 
farmers been able to weather the conditions 
prevailing during the last few years. The 
average individual farmer has the same 
overhead expenses as when he was getting 
a good pricP for his products, and he finds 
himself unable to meet all his commitments 
and pay a price for the labour he requires 
in order to carry on development. 

\Ye haYe a state of affairs in some of 
the new farming areas that is not very 
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attractive to the average city boy. I refer 
hon. members to the Callide and Upper 
Burnett districts, portion of which is in my 
electorate and portion in that of the hon. 
member for Port Curts. In that area, which 
has been settced for the last ten years, the 
bulk of the farmers after taking up the 
land, falling the scrub and farming for 
some years are still unable to meet thctr 
obligations to the Crown and the store­
keeper. That is not the result of any harsh 
conditions imposed by legislative action, 
but purely the result of the low prices for 
the products they are growing. ·what induce­
ment is there for the average city boy to 
go out, learn farming at fifteen shillings a 
week, and take up a farm of his own under 
such conditions. 

The Public Service Commissioner has 
suggested in his report the possibility of 
arranging a system of settling boys on the 
land under a co-operative system. What 
he is really endeavouring to suggest to hon. 
members is that he realises that the collec­
tive system of farming is the only system 
that can be conducted with success under 
existing social conditions. He suggests that 
groups of three or four should conduct 
farming operations on a co-operative basis 
in accordance with modern thought, thereby 
reducing the overhead costs of individual 
farms, enabling them to pay reasonable 
wages and provide fair conditions for their 
employees and enjoy a margin of profit 
even with the prevailing low prioe levels. 

Mr. MOORE: He suggested that only as 
a means to an end. 

1Ur. FOLEY: I do not think so. J am eur,, 
that Mr. Story, with his breadth of vision 
and hi,, va:'t exper;enco, rf•alises that it i, 
iu1po~sible under the ind1Yidualistic svst"nl 
of farming that prevails to-day to improve 
the economic conditions of the farmers suffi­
ciently to enable them to offer wages and 
conditions attractive enough to induce city 
boys to work for them. It has been proved 
the world over that individualism in farm­
ing is extremely unprofitable. The farmers 
in Poland, Austria, France, United States 
of America-or in anv other countrv in the 
world VOU like to rlame-are in a VYOfSC 

economic position than they aro even in 
Australia becauEo individ~alisrn in fanning 
occupations is less efficient than the system 
adopted in other industries. 

The problem must be tackled from a 
different angle. ·we have the youths and 
we have the land, and apparently all that 
is required is to modernise our methods of 
production so as to be able to make a 
profit even with the present low prices pre­
vailing throughout the world. Only by the 
adoption of this method shall we bA able 
to attract youths from the city to the farms. 
One has only to look round to realise the 
uneconomic methods that are adopted in 
farming areas. There are thousands of 
dairymen and mixed farmers, "'·eh with his 
individual fences, each producmg his own 
water supply, whore one could onpph· the 
requirements of perhaps three or four, an:l 
each one building his own set of cow bails 
for thirty, forty, or fifty cows, when prob­
a blv one set would bo sufficient to handle 
200" to 300 cows. (Opposition laughter.) 
1 hat is the position. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I am afraid 
l hat the hon. member is getting very wide 
of the vote, which is "Immigration." 

Mr. FOLEY: I differ from you, Mr. 
Hanson, with all due respect to your posi­
tion in the chair. I am pointing out that 
there is no need to bring immigrants to thi< 
countrv to settle on the land when we ha,·e 
boys of our own available. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I admit that 
the question of settling boys on the laiHl 
can be a'sociaied with the subject of immi­
gration, but at the present time the vote 
under discussion is ';Irrnnigration." 

:Yir. FOLEI": The debate has c·entrcd 
around the subjec-t raised by the first speaker 
who discussed the vote. I am pointing out 
that there is no need to bring lads from 
overseas vvhilst natiYc-born boys are avail­
able. If Wt' are to cope effectivelv with the 
problem of settling our land then we shall 
have to adopt nmv conditions. and to 1110 

there is no alternatiYo than to n1odcrnisc 
our methods, thereby eliminating the waste 
and inefliciency that exist in farming opera­
tions to-dav. The farmer will then be able 
to pro,·ide better working conditions for 
his en1ployces and show a gn~ater rnargiu of 
profit even with the existing low pric0 level. 
This new ,et of conditions would induce 
boys to go on farms. lf inducement could 
be offcrPd to our own boys to go on the 
land, the necessity of bringing in11nigrant 
boys from other parts of the world \P:Juld 
be obviated. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [7.55 p.rn.]: 
Some of the theories expounded by the hon. 
n1crnbcr for Normanby are Ycry irnprac­
ticable. :'lly experience of farmers has 
taught me that they are the greatest indivi­
dualists in the country. It is very wrong 
for the hon. member to contend that farming 
opemtions in this State are not conducted 
with modernised methods. We possess some 
of the finest farms in the world, eqnipped 
with the most up-to-date machinery How­
ever, the hon. member did not touch on the 
point at issue and I do not intm•d to f,,[]ow 
his example. 

One paragraph in the annual report of the 
Public Service Corrunissioner callS inr :'o:me 
comment. It says-

" The prospect of such a career for 
their son is not alluring to many a town 
father and mother, and hence their 
reluctance to permit the boy to take a 
job in the country even though he may 
feel the call of the land." 

The Australian boy is showing no aptitude 
for country life. The other day the hon. 
member for Enoggera chided the Opposition, 
termed them the "stinking fish party," and 
said they were always bemoaning the lot 
of the farmer. We alway•s endeavo"r to 
place the facts before the people. On the 
other hand, the hon member and his party 
always speak a good deal of the w..tsher­
woman. the babv. and so on. 'l'hev arc the 
biggest examples of that qualit0~ in this 
Ch"mbcr. 

I do not agree with the remarks of the 
hon. member for Dalby that the Aus­
tralian race will gradually become extinct 
unless there i.s an infusion of imported 
blood. The present generation of boys and 
girls are the finest example of their kind 
this continent has seen. \Ve are producing 
under the Southern Cross a race of men and 
women without parallel. The hon. member 
for Dalby may be a good judge of horses, 
but his remarks were wide of the mark so 
far as tho human race is concerned. 

Mr. Rnssel1.] 
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It oo nclreshing to note th~ change of 
front U!J the part of Labour members. 
'.rwPnty or twenty-five years ago there was 
a very strong agitation in Labour r-anks 
agaimt immigration to these shores. The 
union> were afraid that newcomers would 
compete with their members for the jobs 
offeri11g and naturally set their faces against 
their iHtroduction. Up to the present all 
Goyunnnents have been very reluctant t,o 
0ncouragc a flow of imtnigration to these 
shores because they are afraid new arriYals 
might displace those in positions to-day 
'llld thm tlw unemployment market would 
be flooded. That is a ven· reasonable yiew 
to take of the situation. · To-day, all must 
admit that with tho falling birth rate in 
Australia some method must be adopted to 
accclcrat .. the pace of our popu1ation. rrho 
other day it 1vas said that in tvvcnty· ycaD,,' 
time the population of Australia would com­
InPncP to stagnate and many eminent authori­
ties h>a;-e supported that opinion. At any rate, 
at the pres(;nt rate of increase in the OOf•ula­
tion that position might arise in twenty 
year:;<. lt is a serious outlook for thi~ country. 
Tt behc ;t~,2 us to givo the rnattor serious con­
sideration to see if something ·cannot bo 
done. It is essential th>at we should have 
the population here in the case of a crisis 
and if we were called upon to defend our 
own ,shoru. Let us hope that occasion will 
never arise; but " .Forewarned is fore­
armed," and we should take immediate steps 
to instH0 that our population will increase 
at a g-re.atc•r rate than at the present time. 

Last vear I had the opportunity of attend­
ing ~a l~lcot1ng of the Migration Cornn1it.tee 
of the House of Commons. I was asked 
by an rtssoeiation called the Empire of the 
North Development League, who were 
interested in the settlement of Northern 
Australia, to meet this committee and ascer­
tain whether it was prepared to father the 
project in Gre.a.t Brit,ain. This committee 
was presided over by Sir Henry Pa.g<O 
Crofts, and I had the pleasure of meeting 
.as well Commissioner Lamb, of the Salvation 
Army, and seYcral other eminent gentle­
rn<'n. The first question I was asked was 
this: snpposinc; we find the migrants and 
supposing we find the money to finance tho 
:<rherne. vvhat gna.rantce have we that thn 
AustraJi<1n Governments, particularly thoo 
Oueen~land Government. will provide su:t­
ablG land on which to settle these migrants? 
I Yentured the opinion that a scheme to 
oend a largo number of British migrants to 
the :\' orthern Territory would only end in 
failure. because reports arc conflicting as to 
the Pliitability of the Korthern Territory 
for the introduction of British migrant<. 
To play tho game by our friends on tho 
other side we should endeaYour to settle 
these people in a. ntore temperate zone than 
Northern Amtnlia. The question directed 
to me v;as a ver0· awkward one. I had not 
an~7 authority to make any promise, nor 
cou:d I give any indication what the policy 
of lhc Guvernment might be; but I had in 
mind tho.,e vaet tracts of country in North 
Queensland that are practically undeveloped, 
•;hich \vonld a!Iord a very suitable home 
for a lance number of these British 
rnigrant~. T~w question then arose: if these 
people produced on a large sr ~le product 
that arc already being- produced in Northem 
G;>uee·,sla,nc1, how wonld this production 
a.ffect om· market? The chairman stated 
that thry tl1ought that if we conld over­
colnP l 1 "~ difficulty ln regard to the land 
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they could safdy promise they would agrel' 
to a< cc>pt the products that were produced 
by those migrants. If mch a scheme can 
be brought about I do not think then• would 
bo much diHiculty in '~ctting a sufficient 
numLo1 of migrants of a good type who 
wo:dd settle in that conntry, where they 
wou:d haYe a chance of building homes and 
can·ing out their destiny, and have the 
gtlt-tr<"ntee of a Inarkot for their products. 
Huc!1 a ~CJH nw deserves earnest considera­
tion. l kr:o\r, the diffirulty is in fir>ding 
SLlita.bL~ Llnd for the purpose of scttlmnont 
and whether the Queonshmd Govcwment 
wouid be prepared to lease or sell the land 
on casv tcrrns. The conunittee I refer to has 
nrJt l)l:Ought its schorne to fruition, although 
l beliHo it is still working on that projc ·t, 
It wonlcl U<' a Yery suitable thing to got 
th( so pC'JlJle to cmue horc on the ternJ'·, 
ir.dicated ~L the ml'ding of the Migration 
Committee that I attended at tho House of 
C!JHlliLChl-3. 

'l'hPre is an association m London that 
conducts the Fairbridge Farm Project, and 
finds farm bovs for ·western Australia. It 
has been a ;uccec,sful venture, and the 
movement is supported by a number of 
important people in Great Britain who find 
the monev to finance the scheme. 'Work is 
found for these boys in \Vestern Australia, 
and the majority of them have turned out 
very good settlers indeed. \Vhen I was 
over there I was struck with the great 
number of lads, especially in the large 
cities, who to my way of thinking have a 
\·ery dreary future indeed, Coming from 
the Derby at Epsom Downs, thirty miles 
from London I saw the roadway lined on 
both sides with many thousands of boys­
and a very fine stamp of lad they were, but 
the thought struck me as to what must be 
the destiny of all these lads who at that 
time and now have before them a very 
uncertain future. I feel certain that if we 
could evolve a scheme for the employment 
of these boys in Queensland we should haYe 
no difficulty in obtaining all we desire. 
They were of a fine stamp physically, and 
they would find good homes in Queensland. 
As the Leader of the Opposition has stated, 
adequate measures could be taken to see 
t!Jat the bovs were not unduly cxpl Jitod bv 
thoir mnplo.ver~. 

I quite agree with the hon. member for 
Enoggera that we must make country condi­
tions more pleasant. All m em hers of the 
Chamber should co-operate in any movement 
that will make for better conditions in the 
countrv. lt is annarent that thr• hov> 
of the cit~v of Brislnne arc unwilling to 
}pav0. the nan~ntal roof. and to go out and 
rough it, as they would have to do in many 
of the country districts. It seems to me 
that in order to make <'ountry life attrnc­
tiYo to these boys, and also to make it more 
attracti vc to the farmers of Queensland, we 
mnst support every movement that will 
extend to the conntry areas many of the 
amenities enjoyed in the centres of popula­
tion. Any mo,·ement that has for its objec­
tive the extension of such facilitic,, should 
be fostered. Every effort should be made 
to decrease the drudgery of farm life. If 
c·Yct·y fanner could be cnpplied with electric 
light and power for his house and farm. 
and ha;-e the blessing of the radio, and if 
the bon that went to the farms were able 
to jou~ney to the country centres and there 
enjoy some of the privileges that they wou!d 
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have in the city, we should have a better 
chance of inducing the boys to move out 
of the towns. But it seems to me that 
while the boys, fortified by the unwilling­
ness of their parents, are loth to leave the 
cities and rough it in the country, we should 
do the next best thing-we should encour­
age the boys in Great Britain who are 
prepared to come here and take their 
chance to do so. If they are looked after 
and afforded some of the amenities of 
life there may be some chance of a. 
successful migration movement that will 
bring increased population to our shores. 

Although I give the hon. member for 
Normanby every credit for being sincere 
in his advocacy of communal farms, I am 
inclined to think that the farmer, situated 
as he is to-day, could not work in with 
such a system. At the same time, we could 
encourage the growth of the co-operative 
movement. There is no reason why farmers, 
and particularly those boys that we would 
bring out, should not he allowE>d to work 
their farms in a co-operative manner. In 
fact, it is being done already. In many 
parts of Queensland farmers combine to 
help one another. 

Owing to the interest that has been dis­
played in this important question, I hope 
that something will be done by all the 
Governments of Australia in conjunction 
with the Commonwealth Government to 
bring about some scheme whereby we can 
stimulate a steady flow of migrants of a 
suitable. type to fill the empty spaces of 
Australia, and thus give us the necessary 
protection against foreign aggression. 

Mr. BELL (Stunli !!) [8.11; run.]: The Pre­
mier is to be complirnented upon what. 
to m.v mirod, is one of the best speeches he 
has oYer made in this Chamber. I feel he 
realises the problem facing Australia to-day, 
and I congratulate him fo>· the lead he has 
given hon. meinbcr~ on this important imrni­
gratiou question. As the member for 
_:\/anango pointed out, tlw only weak point 
is that he did not go quite far cnongh and 
admit the reason \Yhv vre haYe :30 1nanv 
unemployed boys. I t'hink the mcmbee fo;. 
Enoggera certainly gave a lead to his party 
also on this most irnportaEt matter. Tho 
only point on which I find fault with th"' 
member for Enoggera is that he attacked 
Opposition members for putting plain facts 
concerning the farming community before 
th<l Committee. He accused us of using 
political propaganda, but with all due 
respect to the hon. gentleman, I feel sure 
that if he asked the members of his own 
party to refrain from accusing all employers 
of being exploiters we should hare a much 
better opportunity of getting boys on to thfl 
land. 

Th,l speech made bv the l10n. rnembu· for 
::\'ormanby is one of the most theoretical 
and impracticable he has dclin'red for a 
long time. 

:vrr. FoLEY: It was not theoretical. lt IS 

actual practice. Throughout the world the 
only farmers who haYe suniycd arp the big 
farmers. 

l\1r. BELL : Then I am sure the hon. 
member for Normanbv will bave no diffi­
culty in inducing three or four men to 
follow his advice, and we shall see how 
far they will get. After hearing the hon. 
member's speech, one would imagine that 

every man has exactly the same amount of 
money in his pocket and the same number 
of milkers, and that mentally he is like 
everybody else and has the same initiative 
as eYerybody else. Human nature is not 
made that way. 

:Vh_ p_ K. COPLEY: That w~s buried 
twenty years ago. Do not fire that ono 
again. 

:\ir. BELL: It is true. We must encour­
age the boys to go into th!, country 'md 
also pncouragc their mothers to allow thcrn 
to do so. Conditions arc not as bad as they 
are painted by certain hon. members on the 
CoYernrnent side. \Vhcn a young boy goes 
out into the countrv lw has to shoulder 
responsibility_ and w;·n dm-elop into a much 
finer citizen than he would if he \\'Ct'e hang­
ing about the streets of Bri~banc, regard­
less of thce amount of monev he rr·ceives. 
=vlany of us .~tarted on a s1nal1 wag(~. and it 
does· not hurt anybody to prOY(' his worth. 
He will receive his just reward in clue 
course. The Go\·ernlncnt are not enrouraging 
mothers to allow their sons to endure a 
few of the hardships with which we have 
to contend in th<' country_ This is a most. 
important matter, and, as the hon. member 
for Enoggera pointed out. if we do not 
populate this country. we shall have to face 
difficult'es in the near future that we cannot 
forestall. no matter what is said in this 
Chamber. For that reason alone. I sin­
cerely trust !hat the remarks of the Leader 
of the Opposition. the Premier, and the 
hon. me-n1bcr for Enogg·era wi11 brar frnit. 

Item (Immigration) agreed to. 

)!l'SEU)I. 

The PRE:vriER (Hon. W. 
.tiackay): I move-

" That £3,202 be 
'}\fuseum.'" 

Forgan Sn1ith. 

granted fo:· 

Mr. TAYLOR (llnoggcra) [8.16 p.u1.]: 1 
think the Museum vote is being spent in tlw 
interest13 of pre:5C>rYing the flora and faulHL 
of this country, and probably if ti1ncs \VtTG 

better it would be a good idea to expaud it. 
At the same time I realise that in its expen­
diture the grcatc-;t consideration 1nust b.J 
given to getting the best results. For a. 
nurnbcr of vears no action ha,s been taken 
by the Director of the Museum, Mr. Long­
man, to secure any up-to-date specimens from 
the northern portion of the State. Some 
years ago a field officer went out periodically 
to secure specimens of Queensland's flora and 
fauna and these have proved of very great 
interest to people of the citie,s and Yisitors 
to Brisbane from the South. We should take 
seriouslv into consideration the opinions 
expressed by the gentleman who was asked 
some twelve months ago to report on the 
:.v.Iuseun1. It n1ay be necessary at son1t..' 
future date to aug-ment the exhibits there• 
and to giYe effect to some of the recom­
mendations contained in his report. 

I notice in the Estimates that the artificer 
and modeller is receiving £400 and thu 
taxidermist £380. Both positions should be 
held by speciaJi,sts. It has come to my 
knowledge that whenever show cases have to 
be repaired or any work of that kind done, 
a cabinet-maker from the Department of 
Public Works has to go to the Museum to 
do it. The artificer <Should be able to do it. 
If he is only a modeller and nothing more, 
he should be paid as such, and a man should 

lYiT.Taylor.J 
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be kept in t.he Museum to see that the cases 
arf' verrnin- proof, so that the Yerrnin vvill 
not destroy the ,·cry valuable exhibits there. 
After all. w!Jy a modeller should be classed 
a::~ superior ln profession to a taxidermist 
is hard to understand. I believe that some 
consideration might be given to the question 
whdher the work performed by the gentle­
man who is classified as an artificer is in 
accordance with his description and his salary 
in the mstimates. I raise that question 
because l know that the Department of 
Public '.Vorks has had to do the show-cases 
.up during the past financial year and that, 
I think, is the artificer's job. 

Item {;\fuseum) agreed to. 

PARLIAoiEKTARY DRAFTSMAK. 

Th0 PREMIER (Holl. W. Forgan Smith, 
)fuc/IU,'I): 1 1110\8-

" That £1,425 be granted for ' Par­
liarnentary Draftsman.' " 

ltern agreed to. 

I'CBLIC LIBRARY OF Q\CEENSLAKD. 

The PREi\1IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jluckay): I move-

" That £2,433 be granted for · Public 
Library of Queensland:' " 

:\tr. \Y_.\TERS (Kelrin Crore) [8.21 p.m.]: 
\\ hea tlJ;.-, YOte \Vas under COllbJtteration last 
year l pomted out that there W:lS need for 
a n1on_· up tu date pu0lic hbra.ry Ill ,tlns 
city ;tnd tr:at a grl'ater uurnber ot n1odern 
IJOOK' >hOPid be purchased. l .urn glad to 
notl' t!wt U1c approlH'iation for books artt.! 
penoci~cctl;:; 1s to IJO Increased 1rorn £500 Lo 
;t;b6l:. l i!lll "!so gratified to know rhat It 

J::, lJ<:Li't of the Governrnent's building pro~ 
gr,.,urLe to ere<.:t u rnodcrn library btulcung 
111 t!JC city, !Jut I urge that the prnject Le 
ba8tL•ued. A city Js judged lJy beYeral 
standanl:<, and Its cultural standards huve 
rrn IllJll)rtant. bearing ou its advancernent 
lLlld welfare. 1\o one who i~ acquainted 
wnh t!Jc· existing public library can claim 
tnat it is in keeping Vv ith a clty of the size 
of Brisbane. 1 here are very fine publi'c 
l!bra1·ies in ~ydney antl other capit.al cities, 
ootu:_: oi tltcn1 coastrtwted, 111 part, out uf 
eudo\\ HH'nts tuade a vailablc to G-oYer:runcnts 
uy pltblle spirited citizen~, in those State::;. 
~\o;v that ti1u (;overnrnent have decided to 
~onsrruer a model public hbrary tho0 shouid 
bcarch tor the most efficient librarian. They 
VYill rP(lulre the services of a very efficient 
rnan \\'lth the as~isLaucc of the Brisbane 
Citv Co·,1ncjl, \vho should u,:,sume ROnle respon~ 
sibllity in the rnatter, the Go,Ternrncnt ~11ould 
L.e able to ~u!lstnwt a library that will be 
tiiP best of its kind in Australia. 

l\lr. GooFREY .:YIORG.i::-1: Do you not think 
that the Brisbane City Council could main­
tain au up-to-date library? 

Mr. WATERS: The Brisbane City Council 
should assume some re"ponsibility in the 
matter, but it is a national institution and 
the Go,-crnment are justified in subsidising 
it because of its importance, particularly 
from the point of view of encouraging 
students. lf it "as modernly equipped it 
would include technical works that are 
required by students. A public library 
should create a desire on the part of our 
citizens to study. Knowledge is a national 
asset and from this point of view alone the 
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project is worthy of a large measure of 
Government support. 

1\lr. Munn, of the Carnegie Trust, who 
investigated the public libraries of the 
Comn1onwealth, was very caustic in his 
criticism of our public library. Anyone 
acquainted with it must agree substantially 
with his views. The Government have 
intimated their intention to proceed with 
the erection of a now public library, for 
which the people of this city will be very 
grateful. I urge the Government to hasten 
with that work and construct the bmldmg 
at the earliest po,ible moment. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [8.26 
run.] : The re,ponsibility uf building a public 
11 brary is not a responsibility of the State 
but of the Brisbane City Council. If the 
l~overnment intend to p1·oceed with the erec­
tion of the public library in Brisbane, then 
why should they not build. a simila~·. institu­
tion in Toowoomba, Of lil all Cities ctnd 
large towns'? I should like the Governrnont 
to spend £2,000 on the construction of a 
public library in Dalby in order that Lhe 
people there might have an opportunity of 
unproving their vocational training. It 
would be a help to them in many ways. It 
is not right and proper that the whole of the 
State c•hould b" taxed to build a library 
for the use of a comparatively few people. 
[[ this principle is to be established, why not 
establish similar institutions in Townsville, 
Rockhampton, Maryborough, and Ipswich? 
l do not object to public libraries, provided 
that they are constructed by the people of 
the centre" that wqnt them, with the aid of 
sub "idies from tho Government. The people 
in my electorate will not have the privilege 
of using the public library in Brisbane and 
why should they be taxed to provide such a 
con\ enience for Brisbane? '1,he rnatter is 
one for the Brisbane City Council. The 
Um-ernment should subsidise the cost of 
erecting the building and equipping it with 
books and literature. 

A GovER"MENT ~MEMBER: Your Government 
reduced the subsidy fm· schools of arts. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: If the Govern­
ment I was associated with reduced that 
subsidv when things were bad it is only 
natura'! that when they improve the subsidy 
should be restored. l recognise the import· 
ance of such institutions in cities, towns, and 
country districts. Many people in the 
country districts put their hands in their 
pockets and by the payment of annual 
subscriptions assist to erect and equip pLtblic 
libraries. The schools of arts in the country 
are somewhat similar institutions to the 
public library in Brisbane. If the people oi 
Brisbane want a public library, the Govern­
ment should not bo asked to build it for 
them. Tbev would not Jupply us with books 
aud the ne~ce, sary eoHvenicnces, and I con~ 
sider a school of arts is on the same basis 
as a library. The GonTnment should pro­
vide the Brisbane Citv Council with a block 
of land and allow it to control the library; 
and t>t some future date, if the Governmaat 
find they have sufficient funds, a certain 
sum could be set down in the Estimates 
each year to provide a subsidy for the 
various 'chools of arts according to the 
amount of funds each school of arts had 
raised. I strongly obj cct to the people of 
Queensland being asked to provide monev 
for the building of an expensive librar.' 
building in the city of Brisbane and furnis:t­
ing it with books. 
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The PREMIER (Hon. \V. Forgan Smith, 
J[aek<ty) [8.41 p.m.]: The propmal to 
estab:ish a public library is one that has 
engaged the attention of cvrry thoughtful 
mal! in the community. The public library 
in Qu•'en,LJnd is at prt>sent inadequate to 
the mods of the people. It occupies a valu­
able ,itP and has done verv useful work 
for people who are able to us'e it, and there 
<~re mam valuable books there-a better 
-.c•lcctiol! 'of books than rnan~v people under­
>tand who have never boon in it. What the 
Uovermnent have in mind is that a public 
library and national art gallery shall at 
some future <htc be built on a suitable site. 
One of the sites that have been suggested 
0; up on \Yickham tBrrace on land at pre­
;;cJ1t held by the municipalitv. The munici­
pality in return for the use of that land 
might be granted the right to carry Addaide 
s11reet through to the North Quay, an 
im)Jr<J\ ement that has been required for 
111any years. 

I deprecate the idea that a library or art 
1'-ttller:y built in 13risba,no should he regarded 
purely from the Brisbane point of view. 
1\ ational Ga.lleriC's in London are national 
in character, and arc rightly so regarded 
by the people. J\h- idea is that when a now 
public library and art gallery is built it 
should be treated from the .national point 
of view and should belong to the peojllc. In 
order to accomplish that objective it \Vill be 
necessary for the library ttuthorities to 
control what may be termed a circulating 
library. For exttmplo, at the present time 
there arc schools of arts in almost cverv 
centre of population throughout Queensland. 
Evervone knows that the number of now 
books that those local libraries can buv i:1 
each year is limited by their finances,, and 
anybody who is a member of one of them 
for a while may find that he has rPa<l prf't t 
well all the books in which he is intoro;i,ed 
in that librarv. and that there is a trcmend­
om domand among the members for the new 
books that are bought. In Queensland and 
Australia generally, the cost of books is far 
too high, oy-ing brgoly to the tariff. In 
my opinion it is a very bad thing to impose 
a tax on knowledge, and it. is through book, 
that we obtain a good deal of our know­
ledge. A person who can read and think 
can get into the company of all the best 
minds of all ages. Books should be made 
a.vailablo to all the people at as low a cost 
:1-2 po,,sih!e. The idea I have is that the 
c·ntral libra.rv should he a national one and 
that the boo]~,, should circulate all over the 
State. Books could be sent from Brisbane 
to Toowoomba, from Toowoomba to Dalby. 
and so on. Instead of having shelves upon 
shelves of books in a library or school of 
arts that are scarcely read, we could p::t-' 
them on from town to town and the people 
of Queensland thus would enjoy an oppor­
tunity of reading and studying books th''Y 
would not otherwise see. 

Tho same remarks apply to an art gallery. 
There is nothing wrong with sending to 
the various ceLtres of ]lopulation pictures 
from the N<ttional Art Gallery. There is 
no reason why in each town there should 
not be an exhibition of pictures sent fron1 
a central art gallery. People who have 
not the opportunity of v-isiting the capital 
cities would then have the opportunity of 
seeing the best works of art owned by the 
State. 

I deprecate the view that a public library 
should be regarded solely as if it would be 
a Brisbane institution, and the hon, member 
who has just resumed his seat .dealt with 
it from that standpoint. Brisbane is the 
capital city of the State, and should be 
thought of as such. There rs no more 
reason why a public librar:c- should be 
erected in Toowoomba, Rockhampton, etc., 
than that a parliamentary building should 
be there. The needs of the people would 
bo met if the library was national in 
character, and the circulation of books 
would enable the peop:e in the bush and 
the centres of population outside Brisbane 
to enjoy the benefits of access to book,, 
,,-bich is necessary for their wellbeing. 

~Ir. NIYIMO (Oxley) [8.37 p.m.]: While 
I quite agree that there should be a public 
library in Brisbane, I do net know how 
the proposed system of circulating books 
from that library all over the State is to 
be carried out. The problem is a difficult 
one, and I think that such a practice woucd 
ddeat the object of having the public 
library in the capital city. Each capital 
city in Australia has a public library. That 
is a. wise provision. The Premier has stated 
a public library in Brisbane would enable 
the people to read and study the books that 
they require. For that rca::5on it is nocc.s~ 
sary that an up-to-date public library should 
be pro,-ided in the city. Country residents 
when in the capital cou:d visit the public 
h brary and obtain the information they 
desired. On the oth"r hand, they could 
ask a Brisbane resident or a friend visiting 
the cih to visit the libran and obtain the 
inform~tion. It is Ycry ne~essary that there 
should be a public library, but I am of 
opinion that it would not be wise to compete 
with those people who have established 
circulating libraries thronghout the country. 
lf the Premier intends to embark on such 
a policy be will find that his object of 
providing an up-to-date library for the 
iH'llcfit of the twop:e of Queensland will be 
defeated. 

Mr. BRASSIKGTOX (Fortitude Valley) 
[8.39 p.rn.]: The Government are to be 
commanded for giving this matter urgent 
consideration. One of the finest of public 
assets is the possession of an up-to-date 
library. There is no gainsaying the great 
value such a library would be to Brisbane, 
It should be a place the citizens should be 
proud of, a place of recreation and a source 
of information and knowledge on the 
subjects that interest a peopiP. I welcome 
the Government's desire to move forward 
in this matter, and I hope the day is not 
far distant when this library will be an 
established fact. 

'I'ho hon. member for Dalb,v certainly put 
forward a rather remarkable suggestion. He 
objects to the ''itablishmont of a public 
library in this city and argw -o that that 
should be the responsibility of the munici­
pality. Let us carry the hon. member's 
argument a little furt,hcr. Does the munici­
nality controlling the town of Dulh~, subsidise 
and maintain the school of art.; in that town? 
I think I can answf't' that quf'stion for the 
hon. member by saying "No .. , A public 
library should be rcga rded as a public 
utility in the same wa:v ns vre look nl_)nn 
universities, hospitals, and other institutions 
of public benefit. \Ye arc proud to point 
out our buildings of interc.st and note to 
visitors from other States and overseas. 

JJ1r. B1·assington.] 
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If it is a pleasure to point out our wonderful 
General Hospital and other public buildings, 
it should be an equal pleasure to be able 
to point out a most up-to-date public libran•. 
It is as much the responsibility of all 
citizens to build, maintain, and stock an 
up-to-date library as to build hospit<lls, 
universities, and other places of interest and 
education. V\' e have many thousands of 
young boys and girls growing up to whom 
an up-to-date public library in which they 
could study various subjects and equip them­
selH"• as useful citizen' of this State would 
be invaluable. I regret the attitude of the 
hon. member for Dalby and I repeat that 
the sooner the Government establish this very 
important public institution the sooner will 
benefits be conferred upon the poop](' of 
Queensland. 

Item (Public Library of Queensland) agreed 
to. 

PCBL!C SERVICE COM~IISSIONER 

Tllfl PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
. liackay): I move-

,, That £6,264 be granted for ' Public 
Seryice Co1nmissioner.' '' 

Mr. ;viOORE (/!ubigny) [8.43 p.m.]: I 
alway's find the report by the Public Service 
{ 'ommis8ioncr a very interesting document. 
Ho tr<1versc.s much ground and states his 
ideas so concisely a' to be easily understood 
by anyone. I have a great opinion of the 
Public Service Commissioner for the way 
in w hi eh he carries out his work. I do not 
know how ho manages to perform so many 
dutiE's. ~ot satisfied with doing the actual 
work required of him as Public Service 
Comtnissioner) he makes Yarious suggestions 
lo tho Government for the alleviation of 
unemployment and better settlement on the 
bnd. He takes out most careful calculations 
and places mcst concise reports before the 
Government. He has very important tasks 
to perform that have much influence on the 
State of Queensland. Ho appear; in the 
Industrial Court on beh<ilf of the Govern­
ment. 'When one sees in his report such 
statements as this:-

''I also furnished a carefully prepared 
estimate showing that the salaries-wages 
claims of the unions, if granted, would 
involve an increased cost of approxi­
mately £1,323,000 per annum," 

one rcaJi.ses what a ·case the Public Service 
Commissioner has to work up on behalf of 
the community. 

At 8.45 p.m., 

Mr. N"IMMO (Oxlcy), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. l'.IOORE: It is not on behalf of the 
Government, because it is the cornrn1H1ity 
that has to pay for the public service. l 
,bould like hon. members to take particular 
notice of what Mr. Story said in opposing 
the claims-

" (a) That the reductions under ' The 
Financial Emergency Acb ' have been 
Je>,s drastic in Queensland than in the 
other States." 

After all the talk of hon. membe"' on that 
,jdc it is rather remarkable that the first 
and' foremost reason given by the Public 
:-)crvice Commissioner before the court as 
a basis for his opposition to the cla1m v;as 
that the reductions under t]JO Finaneial 

[ J/ r. Br-assi ngton. 

Emergency Acts were less in Queensland 
than in any other State. 

Mr. T.HLOR: That is because vou ·lid not 
get the opportunity of n1aking "that second 
cut, 

Mr. MOORE: We had that opportunity. 
r am on!,, pointing out that the statements 
made bY hon. members opposite are not in 
consonance with the facts. It goes to show 
that the public service was treated better 
in this State than in any other St<>te. 

:\fr. TnLOH: You wore just getting ready 
to g8t in the solar plexus punch when the 
pcopk inten-ened. 

'\Tr. ~.IOORE: That mav be used for 
propaganda purpo:w .... , but it rs no;- n1uch 
use othcrwle.e. \:Ve have had a profe;:sional 
mPmbPr of the House on that side sa:ving 
that it was necessary to come with proof of 
facts before vou made an assertion. I 
should like the,hon. member \dJO interjected 
to obey that injunction, becau-se a wild 
statement gets us nowhere . 

One thing that is likely to affect us very 
rnuch is the sugg-estion in the Cornnlji'~ioner' s 
Report, concerning the frequent applications 
for a ftve-day week in tho public scnic,·. 

:\lr. TAYLOR: A vcr:v good idea, too. 

:\fr. MOORE: Very good for some people 
-very good for the people who are <>mplnyed. 

JYlr. ,J~-;ssoo;: You advocated a 36-hour 
week on the hustings. 

Mr. l\TOORE: \Vc were quite acrrccable 
to two 36-lwur shifts bv a:treement. \Vhy 
should thev not work two shifts in a factory 
instAad of one? I can sec nothing wrong 
iti it. hut I can see Ycry gra~,~e disnbilities 
for the people when it eon1es to a five-day 
week in the public 'enice. It would mean 
tremendous inronn:'nicncf' for n1rtnv of th0n1. 
At the time :\fr. ::\Iuhldorff said that ''Too 
much respect was b0ing given to tlH• farmer 
. . . \Vhv should his view be considered 
when the advancemPnt and impl'OVC!llPllt Of 
indu8trial conditions wf'rc Ceing ·"ought':'!' 

l\fr. JESSOX: He denied that sta>ciWllt. 

Mr. MOORE: He mav have denied it. 
but it is reported verbatim in the paper. 
I do not take anv notic0 o£ the denial. 
vVhen the leading article was written about 
him he tried to wriggle out of it. \Vc 
know quite well that it may be in the 
interests of tho public service, but it is not 
i1, the intcre,ts of the communin·. It is illr. 
:\Iuhldorff's job as president or" the •ll'gani­
sation to look after his member··· Our job 
is to look after ourselves and sec that we 
are not victimised. 

The PuEmER: Your job is to loo:, after 
the people of this country. 

Mr. MOORE: That is, ourseln, \Ye 
are the people of this country. 

l\Ir. JESRON: If he does not do his job, 
how do you account for the fact that any 
clerk of petty sessions or public servant 
in a country town can get a send-qff by 
public subscription? 

Mr. MOORE: I have seen the most 
unpopular policeman in the district Yot<'d 
a pnblic subscription, and the people only 
too glad to get rid of him. I haw see·1 them 
go round and say, "\Vill :vou sub,crih·' for 
the send-off of this chap?" and !:(·rt the re-plY, 
"My word I will.'' ~ 

Mr. ,JEs~ON: I know a chap who >:ot a 
sanitary contract and got a send-oil". 
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l\lr. 2\iOOR.E: I have not had any 
•·xpcri••nce of that; I do not mix with that 
.-ection of the people myself. Some of the 
,ratemcnts that arc made seem rather 
"xtraordinary. \Vc find that at the begin­
ning of 1932 the Premier got no sloop for 
week's for thinking of the brutal and callous 
treatment meted out to the public sorvants­
lww they hud been brutally outlawed, and 
l1ad no opportunity to put their case before 
the Industrial Court. 

The l'RniiER: The cynical and callous 
brutality of the Moore Government. 

Mr. 1IOORE : Oh, yes. But for 822 nights 
after that he slept calmly in his bed, not 
caring whether the public servants had an 
opportunity to state their case before the 
court or not. He did not care how callous 
or brutal he was then. It was only just 
before the elections that he suffered the 
agonies of sleepless nights, worrying about 
the public servants. For 822 nights there­
after he slept quite peacefully a.nd then 
suddenly decided that the:· could go to the 
{'Ourt because another ele-ction was close. 
That may be all right for political 
r -urposes but it do os not carry a ring of 
',;.JJtccrity. I snppo;;;e it is one of the trick;;; 
uf the trade-politics is a trade with some 
nwrnbers-that vYc becon1e accnstorned to 
after a time. After we have beo n in Par­
liament for a number of years W'C become 
u<ed to humbug and hypocrisv and rccog­
tli~e that certain things are done nH~rcly to 
secure Yotes and that those responsible ate 
not in earnest in any other direction. 

Mr. JESSON: You arc only in the appren­
ticeship class. 

Mr. MOOR.E : If I am only in the appren­
ticeship class after twenty years' service, 
then I have little chance of becoming a 
journeyman. I suggest that the hon. 
member for Kennedy road the reports by 
Mr. Story, extending over a few years. 
He will glean a lot of useful information 
containiug ver" valuable and helpful sug­
gestions, carefully and concisely stated. In 
my opiuion, Mr. Story has worn him,elf 
out bv overwork. 'When I was Premier I 
u1 god~ hin1 time and tirnc again to take a 
holiday. but he always put forward the plea 
lha.t he had something important to do, 
uot for himself but for the Government and 
in the interests of the State. I really began 
to fear that he would not be able to stand 
the strain and that eventually he would 
l•re1k dowll. 

Mr. JE8SO:< : That was during the Moore 
regime. 

:\Ir. 11UUltE: Exa-ctly the same thing is 
happening to-day. Mr. Story is a rernark­
ablv industrious individual who co.ntinues 
lo do more than his fair share of work, all 
on behalf of the State. I do not suppo-e 
that there is any other public servant who 
has been more conscientious than Mr. Story. 
i can quite bolieYe that the present Pre­
mier has received extraordinarilv valuable 
as~ista.JlC'C frorn him. " 

The I'RE:\'!IER: There is no doubt a. bout 
lhat. 

I\lr. :'\100R.E: He luts provided the Pr"· 
n1ier with valuable inforn1ation, often Y01U'1-

t:lri1v g-ivPn, and be deserves every crt~dit 
for ih,,- painstaking wa.y that he has carried 
en hie ardnous duties. A number of peo;Jle 

are di"atisficd \Vith some of his decisions. 
but no person could occupy the position of 
Public Service Commisisoner without 
corr1ing Lll) again~t difficultiPs-sorrlebody is 
bound to Le dissatisr1cd-but he has worked 
conscicntiouslv and in ven few instances 
has his dccis;·on been upset· on appeal. Ho 
is most careful in his inquiries before 
appointments are made to the public ser­
vicE'. The qualifications, rights, and privi­
leges of every a11plicant for a position are 
considered verv carcfullv indeed. We have 
been extraord-inarily fortunate in having 
the assistance of such an efficient Public 
Service Counni"'q}onrr's Departrnent. 

:Mr. PowER: He C'annot l]e blamed if his 
decisions are reYersed, because the appoint­
ments are made on the recommendations of 
the head of the department to him. 

Mr. MOOR.E : That may be the case. It 
would be extraortlinan· if no mistakes were 
made. I do not blame Mr. Story in the 
'lightest degree. I recognise that he has 
done his work and done it well, and that 
the officers of his department ha Ye also 
carried out their work in a very efficient 
manner. He has frequently appointed officers 
of his d partnwnt, including Mr. Dignan 
and Mr. George, to inquire into the adminis­
tration of the various departments, with a 
view to reorganising them so as to secure the 
maximum service. \Vhat better service could 
be giYen to the community? His reports 
are models of conciseness, elear-sighted.ness, 
and clear thinking, and show a complete 
llnderstanding of the position, which enables 
him to obtain the best return for the 
Government. Mr. Story in his reports sets 
out a statement of the facts clearly and 
mccinctly so that everyone can understand 
him. The report contains no rodunda.ncic:s. 
Every word means something. Everyone 
associated "ith the cases he is called upon 
to adjudicate on or prepare knows what 
his poe.ition is. The fact that he has been 
able to satisfy vario11s Governments, a,.,.1d 
that he has held his high position for such 
a. long time, should cause him a. glow of 
pride. I am aware that he has not given 
universal FR.tisfaction to thr~ public Ff'rYif 

-no one can do that-but the service recog­
nises that 1\Ir. Story is fair. 

1\fr. KANE: You are saying so rnuch in 
praise of him that one would think he was 
dead. 

Mr. MOORE: I ha Ye a great opinion of 
Mr. Story. I do not think that a man 
shoulrl have to die before we expre-s 
appreciation of his service:'. I an1 giving 
him the mced of ]Jraise I believe from the 
P\:pcricnce T have had of his wmk is clue to 
hirn. l\1r. Story kno~~.,.s rn:v op~nion of birn. 
The renorts and work of his dcpartn10nt dis­
c!ose thP fact that he pos~es'es rornarkqble 
r(ft--. II(' JTIUSt rosse-,~ cuch g<ft~ to }l.'l.V(' 

discharged the duties of his difficuli position 
oYer so 111any years. JJ i;;; report this ye~ll' 
give3 us all the illforrnaiion wo require. lt 
g:ive~ the 11umhrr of incrca~cs ill thB variou-.:. 
departments, together with the decreases, the 
total ''alarics and wages paid, e.nd the 
incr('ases antl decreases frorn 1930 On\vards. 
A"' an hon. rncrnber rcrninds 1110, he pla('es 
all that information before us in his report 
without resorting to propaganda. It i~ of 
in1mcnse value to this Conunittec and the 
community. 

1!1 r. 51 oore] 
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l\lr. MAXWELL (Too?Coily) L8.57 p.m.]: 
I arn glad that the Leader of the Opposition 
alluded to the sterling qualities of the Public 
Service Commissioner. I regret that this 
official has arrived at a stage in his life when 
by reason of a regulation, or the policy of 
the party in power, he may shortly retire, 
notwithstanding his abilit~· and capacity for 
organisation. Public service and experience 
count for nothing ! That policy is a cruel 
one. Men of the abilitv of J\Ir. Storv and 
other officers in the "public service" have 
had a wonderful experience oYer a number 
of yearK, and now, because of the existence 
of a regulation, arc to be rewarded by being 
thrown on the industrial scrap-heap. Mr. 
Story is a gentleman whose ability is 
undoubted, whose courtesy is unvarying, and 
\\ho has distinguished himself in the public 
service. I realise that it may be said that 
this policy has been carried out by previous 
Governrrlcllts, including the Go,~ernmcHt with 
which I was associated: nevertheless. that 
does not alter my opinion. I never agreed 
to the application of that policy; and I am 
vPry glad it has never been introduced into 
our business life. 

The PREMIER: Your party introduced a 
Bill providing that no man could be "' 
director of a company after he reached the 
age of seycnty years. 

Mr. MAXWELL : That does not alter my 
opmron. No one will suggest that Mr. 'I'. 
C. Beirne, who is one of the most brilliant 
busine.os men in this city, is unfit to attend 
to his business. Any man possessing his 
business capacty and experience is a distinct 
acquisition to a business community. It is 
regretta.ble that when a man reaches a 
certain age he is compelled to get out and 
make room for somebody else. It means 
that on Saturday a man may be worth 
£1,000 a ye-ar and on the following Monday 
is worth nothing. Some hon. members 
opposite are laughing, but their time will 
come, and they will not laugh then 

I draw the attention of hon. members to an 
article that was written by Robcrt Blatch· 
ford, the f'ocialist, entitled, " Sacked.'' lt 
is one of the fine,t articles I have read 
dealing with this subject. In it he points 
out the absurdity of putting people off 
when they have reached a certain age. 
Several illustrations arc given in this article, 
and he points out that some of the greatest 
achievements in the history of mankind have 
been performed by men over seventy years of 
age. A competent experienced man should 
be retained in the service of the community 
irrespective of his age, in order that his 
ability may be used in the interests of his 
country. Employees should be remunerated 
according to their experience and ability. 
I enter an emphatic protest against the 
treatment that is likely to be meted out to 
Mr. J. D. Story and other individuals in 
the public service. The Government will 
have great difficulty in finding a man posses· 
sing the experience and ability of Mr. 
Story. I endorse the sentiments expressed 
by the Leader of the Opposition. 

I draw the attention of hon. members to 
paragraph 16 (a) of Mr. Story's report, 
which reads-

" That the reductions under the Finan· 
cial Emergency Acts 
drastic in Queensland 
States." 

[Jlr. Jlax·well. 

had 
than 

been less 
in other 

That supports the statement made by the 
Leader of the Opposition, and refutes the 
statements made by hon. members opposite. 
Paragraph 16 (/;) of J\lr. Story's report 
reads-

" That the Government had restored 
tho annual salary increments as quickly 
as possible, consistently with its capacity 
to pay." 

The statement makes the qualificatiou .. con­
sistently with its capacity to pay .. , This 
statement by tho Public Senieo Commis­
sioner rcnlO\"es frmn the Moore Govt'rlilneut 
a stigma placed upon it by Labour. 

Mr. JEssox interjected. 

Mr. MAX\VELL: I would remind the 
hon. member that he has not been a member 
of this A~sembly long enough to underst-and 
the position. Ho has merely the soap·box 
oratory of candidates for Parliament. \Vhen 
in the Chamber he imagines he i' talking to 
someone in a crowd that will swallow such 
dope. There is the statement that has been 
made by the Public Service Comrni>Sioner. 

At 9.6 p.m., 
The CHAlRMAN resumed the chair. 

:\Ir. MAXWELL: I endorse the sc!llimcnt 
expressed by the Leader of tlw Opposition. 
I also heard son1ewhat similar expre:3.~ions 
uttered bv the Premier. The Premier and 
cx·Premicr ha\'e been associated with this 
(rentlen1an and they are aware of tho work 
~e has do;1e. IIe appears to have a \Yonder· 
f Lll brain. He is a wonderful organiser. I 
emphasise the fact that hi'· retirement from 
his office will be an undoubted loss to the 
Government and the people of the ~tatc. If 
hr, js rernoYctl frorn his position. as he 111ay 
lw, the loss \vill be inestimable. The present 
report of the Public Service Commissioner 
may be the last issued by Mr. Story. 

The PREMIER: You are not ju-tified in 
saying that. 

Mr. MAXWELL: There is tl,e possibility 
that the Public Service Commissioner. haYing 
arrived at a certain age, will be retired. 

The PREMIER: Under the Art the retiring 
age of the Public Sen-iee Commi'5ioner is 
seYcnty. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Undoubtecllv, and that 
sho,vs the inconsistency of rnaking~ a provision 
to which effect is not likely to be given. I 
welcome that idea. Considering the organis­
ing capacity of Mr. Story and his other 
attributes, his services should be recognised .. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: What will we do if he 
should die? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I know there is a 
saymg that there are as many good fish m 
the seft a.s ever c«me out of it. Hon. mem­
bers are aware of the tact and diplomacy 
essential for the successful handling· of a 
body of men. Mr. Story has both. I wel· 
come the statement th«t has been made by 
the Premier that although tho regulation 
is there they have the power to extend it. 
I would remind the hon. gentleman thn t this 
has already been clone. I do not object to 
that. Some people have been heard to a·k 
why a certain thing was done with one of 
our ex-1nembers. The action taken \Vas quite 
right. The man had devoted the best years 
of his life to the service of his cnuntry. It 
may be a>ked wl1y members of Parliament 
shoulrl not retire at sixty-GYe. The people 
arc the juJges of tho capacity rJf a wan to 
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represent them in Parliament. A man of 
sixty-five may be considered a fit and proper 
person to represent them in this Assembly. 

The PREMIER: You seem to be very con­
cerned about the age of sixty-five year2. 

Mr. MAXWELL: My attitude now is con­
sistent with the attitude I ha vo a! ways taken 
up. It is not a personal matter 'vith n1e; 
I have always adopted that attitude. 

Mr. \VATERS: How old are you? 

Mr. MAXvYELL: Old enough to ban; 
more sense than the hon. member. On page 
28 of hi, report there is a statomeHt that 
shows th-' type of gentleman the Public 
Servio-: Con1missioner is. and 'vhat an 
acquisition he is to the people and the 
Government of Queensland. That statement 
lS-

"In adyer,ity I haYe not fa:led the 
seryice. In prosperitv, more thau once 
I have urged the mod0.-ation in the mak­
HJI! of claims; I do so again Confidence 
1s -ousting depression gradually; in the 
service, realiwd hope is supplanting 
deferred hope; increases have replaced 
decreases; gloom is passing_ But the 
history of the service shows that depres­
sions run in cycles; ;;:o deprPssions ma:," 
come again. The service expects Ulodera.­
tion and £air play in retrenchment 
periods-a reasonable expectation. In 
advancement periods the same spirit 
should prevail, and there should be 
moderation in service demands upon the 
exchequer.)' 

That is really good advice. There should 
be moderation in service deman~ls upon the 
exchequer. I have read an article by the 
president of the State Service Union, as 
published in its journaL I am quite certain 
that statement must have been mad0; other­
wise it would not have been published in 
that journaL That statem<mt sho\\, the 
venom and spleen of the Labour Government 
and their mpporters_ They adopt the 
attitude, 

"If you do not do certain things we 
ha vc the povver to put you out, and we 
will put you ouL" 

.\nd they do ii 
Mr. TAYLOR: We put y<Ju ouL 

::\lr. MAXWELL: Yes, and I shall Ji,e 
to see the day when the hon. member ,nJI 
go out, too_ I have eeen some of the finest 
men in the world at the top of the ladder 
one day, and at the bottom two or three 
days after. 

The Public Service Commissioner referred 
to the capacity of the Government to pay. 
He said that reduction• were restored when 
the Government could pay. That statement 
Jisposes of the arguments by hon. members 
on the Government side and their friends 
who, for political purposes, led the people 
to believe that the Moore Government had 
the money, but refused to pay. In (b) he 
says-

" The Government had restored the 
annual salary increments as quickly as 
possible. consistently with its capacity 
to pay." 

It is most peculiar that although th0 Labnur 
Government had the monev for two and 
a-half years, they did not ~cstore the cuts 
until within a few months of the election, 
hoping, of course. that the public servants 

would vote for them. I regret that there 
was the possibility of the Publie Service 
Commissioner's having: to retire, but I wel­
come the statement made by the Premier, 
and I associatn mvse!f with the Leader of 
the Opposition's i·emarks concerning ~fr. 
Story. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay) [9-15 p.m.]: The Leader of _the 
Opposition and the member who has JUSt 
resumed his seat did well to speak as they 
have done concerning the Public Service 
Commissioner. There is no doubt at all 
that Mr_ J. D. Story and his staff are very 
,-a!uable servants to the Government and, 
through the Government, to the people. 
Mr. J_ D. Story is a man of extraordinary 
mental power. In addition he is able to 
concentrate on a vast arnouut of work. Lilie 
the Leader of the Opposition, I have often 
suggested to Mr. Story that he should not 
work so intensely. He puts in a very large 
number of hours every week, and I have 
known him to go back to his office on Sunday 
aiternoon on work he is preparing for the 
Premier or for other Ministers_ -:\o one 
could be more assiduous in his duties than 
he is, and his efforts on behalf of the State 
have been very valuable indeed. -when ho 
was Vnder Secretarv for Public Instruct ion 
he did '~ very great deal to build up tlw 
educational system in Queensland, and many 
generations of people in this State have 
'njoyed the advantage of the system which 
he was responsible for instituting. Mr. 
Story is much more than a l'ublic Service 
Commissioner. If he confined himself to 
the duties of a Public Service Commi'8ioncr 
alone he would have a much ea~ier time 
than he has, but he does special work for 
the Government in making investigat.ious 
and reports that have been invaluable in 
many wa}S. In addition to that he looks 
after the Government's interests on the 
Senate of the University, his association with 
which has been of tremendous benefit to 
that institution. 

The hon. member for Toowong spoke as 
if he were delivering a valedictory. There is 
no occasion for that, I hope. There is in 
the Public Service Act provision for the con­
tinuance of the Public Service Commissioner 
in office till he is seventy years of age, the 
sarne as a judge. This Government desire 
him to continue for the full period. Mr. 
Storv's servic~s are valuable and we h1nnot 
aff01;~l to lose him. and I appreciate the fact 
that hon. members generally on both sides 
of the Committee realiec the value of having 
a public servant like him_ The term 
"public servant,-• used in its fullest sense, 
is tho term that properly describes this 
officer_ 

Mr. MAHER (West Jiorcton) [9.19 p.m.]: 
I am very pleased indeed to hear _the fine 
tribute of the Premier, supportmg th_e 
remarks made by the Leader of the Opposi­
tion and other members on this side of the 
Committee, as to the sterling qualities of so 
splendiJ a public officer lLS Mr. Story. He 
has undoubtedly a very fine conceptiOn of 
public duty, and no sacrifice is too great for 
him so that he mav scne the State. He 
serves all Governme~ts with equal devotion_ 
I hope, M1·- Hanson, that men of Mr. Storc''s 
tvpe are not altogether of the past. He 
belongs to a generation, a ty1;e, of which 
there are verv few left. but I smcerely hope 
that the pub"lic scn-i,·e of Queensland will 
continue to cvoh-c men of equal qnahty. 

Mr . .Yla7w·.] 
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There are one or two phases of the Com­
misioner's report that I think are worthy of 
passing reference. It is intereoting to note 
on page 16 of his report the progressive 
increase in the number of public servants 
paid from the Consolidated Revenue Fund, 
trust funds, and loan funds. The total 
number of Government employees, excluding 
employees of the Railway Department at 
30th June were-

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

14,606 
13,517 
13,538 
14,433 
16,491 
18,403 

The increase has been progressive, and over 
a period of three years it was 4,865. I 
admit that there has been a considerable 
increase in the work of public departments 
in connection with the expenditure of loan 
funds, and that probably accounts for the 
greatest mcreaso in the number of employees. 
Nevertheless, it is inescapable that there 
has been !1 great increase under the three 
headings. An increase of 4,865 in three 
years is phenomenal in view of the fact that 
three years ago 13,538 employees were 
sufficient to carry out the work of the 
departments. 

Apart from the increase in the number 
of the employees there has not been the 
discrimination that one would expect. I 
have not the slightest doubt that large 
bodws of men have been pitchforked into 
the public service regardless of their worth. 
largelv because thev were friends of the 
party 'in power. · 

Mr. O'KEEFE: That IS nonsense. 

Mr. MAHER: It is not nonsense. \Ye 
have the case of our old friend, Mr. George 
Barber, who was a member of this Parlia­
ment for many years. I do not want to 
say anything detrimental to that fine old 
gentleman---;-I hold him in the highest respect. 
Still, a prmCJple 1s involved. The public 
servants have every reason to complain of 
the appointment. of a man over seventy years 
of age to a pos1t10n m the Sub·Department 
of Forestry when public servants are retired 
at ,:'ixty-Tive .v_oar~ of age. I do not object to 
Mr. Barber bmng given the position. He is not 
involved, but a principle is at stake. Is 
it right that a ~an over seventy years of age 
should be appomted to a position in the 
public service whilst other public officers 
have to retire at sixty-five years of age? There 
1s one case of the pitchforking of a friend 
of the Government into the public service, 
and many others could be cited in which 
the Government have shown favours to their 
political friends. To that extent the public 
servwe . has been swollen to a point that 
makes 1t dang.erous for the old employees. 
We are not gomg to fioa t along for all time 
in the happy sea of lo;m expenditure that 
we enjoy to-day, 

I can without any trouble visualise great 
difficu(tit~S confronting ihe rrrcasurcr at 
some future time-I do not necessarily mean 
the present Treasurer-in fmancing the 
public service. It is only right that the 
public service should comprise th' men 
needed to discharge the functions of the 
public sC'rvice. and that they should be pro­
tected ;;gainst the risk of retrenchment or 
rocludion of salary through the inflation of 
the service beyond present ne0ds. That is 

[Mr. }11aher. 

'''hat is happening. Can anvonc tell n10 

that an addition of 4,865 employees in the 
past three years is justifiable? If on the 
30th .Tune, 1932, 13,538 employees were cap­
able of earrying out the functions of the 
public service, that same number should 
be capable of performing those duties 
to-day. 'l'he work and needs of the public 
service have not so expanded in the last 
three years as to necessitate almost 5,000 
extra hands. I sa.y clearly there has been 
an inflation of the public service beyond 
its needs. ·while I propose to be fair and 
admit that the expenditure of loan funds 
necessitates the employment of additional 
hands, nevertheless it .does not necessitat8 
the employment of an additional 5,000. The 
greatest danger of the pul)lic service is thiB 
inflation of its perso.nnel because when the 
tightening up process comes eventually, 
when loan funds dry up and revenue falls 
below· the rcquirPments of the service, some­
one will get hurt. Is it fair that the mfm 
roallv needed should suffer either rotrenoh­
tnent" or cuts in salaries because .tho present 
Government, to gain popularity, dec;ded to 
inflate tho service b0vond its nt~ed~? Thesl:. 
figures speak eloquently of the attitude of 
the Government. 'fhev are prepared to 
appoint to the public ~ervice their friends 
and others ad lib. in order to secure a 
little temporary popularity. 

Another feature of this matter is referred 
to by the Public Service Commissioner in 
his report. He suggests, altbongh he does 
not mention it in the way I am gomg to do, 
that the industrial work devolving upon 
hlu1 during the year was specially heavy. 
Ho states that attendance in the court 
involved seventeen davs and that there were 
fortv-seven co.nfercnces, apparently with 
union officials. The Industrial Court has 
been appointed to decide these issues. Orro 
notices time after time that high public 
officials ha.-e their time neccllcsslv taken 
up by union offieials. , 

:tvl!-. PoWER: J f you under.stood the prin­
ciples of arbitration you would understand 
that the Industri.al Court frequently orden 
parties before it to confer. 

Mr. MAHEH: That is all Y<'ry W<>ll hen 
the parties confer at the instigation of the 
court but in my visits to the various 
depa;tments I have seen many union officials 
making appointments with and taking up 
the time of our high public servants. Some 
of the conferences mentioned by Mr. Story 
may have been ne(_essary, but he has appar­
entlv gone out of his wav in his report to 
com;nent on the fact that the industrial 
work during the year was especially heavy. 
Thus a gTeat deal of his time is taken up, 
not o.nly the actual time he spends in con­
ference with them \.!ut the time it is neces­
sary to spend beforehand in dealing with 
theoo matters. Perhaps the midnight oil 
has to be burned by him and many others. 

A GoVERKli!ENT ME~IBER : It has to be 
remembered that your Government out­
lawed Crown employees for three years. 

Mr. l\1AHER : I am dealing with the posi­
tion as it exists. I do not wish to sav anv· 
thiw; thrt is unf<Lir or nnreasonable, b1;t I do 
think a great deal of time is wasted by 
public officials in listening to complaints, 
granting intorvie\vs, and holding conferencef-J 
with union officials, much of which ;, 
nnnccessarv work. It would not be an 
injustice if some restriction were placed on 
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the activities of union officials m this 
respect. They should not feel that they have 
the right to come in and make appoint­
ments at any time-appointments that may 
inconvenience the general public and take 
up the valuable time of men to whom the 
State pays large salaries to carry on the 
public service. Not only in the Government 
senice, but in private industry men hnve 
to be specially engaged to look after awards. 
which is an extra charge on indust-ry and 
t·aises the cost of production. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask hte hon. 
member to confine his attention to the vote 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MAHER: I recognise that I digressed 
slightly. I was just mentioning that a 
great deal of the time of the Public Service 
Commissioner was wasted in listening to 
complaints and holding conferences with 
union officials. 

A GOVERN>IE:s"l' MEMBER: Is that in the 
report? 

Mr. MAHER : No, but the Commissioner 
said that industrial work during the year 
was especially heavy, and we can under­
stand what the Commissioner means by that. 

I commend the points I have raised to 
the consideration of the Premier and the 
Government. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
.liackay) [9.33 p.m.]: The hon. member who 
has just resumed his seat has an extra· 
ordinarily distorted mind. He commenced 
his speech by commending the .Public Service 
Commissioner and intimating how valuable 
an officer he is. He then proceeded in the 
middle of his speech to indicate-if his 
statement were true-that the Publio Service 
Commissioner is not capable of doing his 
job. He said that members of the Govern­
ment Party had carried out the policy of 
inflation of employment in the public >eHice 
with a view to the appointmPnt nf their 
own friends. That is the most serious 
reflection that could be passed on the Public 
Service Commissioner; because under the 
Public Service Act the Commissioner has 
certain powers and during my whole experi­
ence as a member of the Government, cxte>nd­
ing over a period of years, has al" a vs 
exercised them. " 

The appointees to the public service, 
cadets and youths, are recommended bv the 
Public Service Commissioner. Every ir'tdivi-

dual junior was individually recommended 
by the Public Service Commissioner. The 
majority of them had passed the Senior 
Universitv examin;;tion and all of them had 
passed at" least the ,Junior University exami. 
nation. During the three years of the 
Moore Government no increases were made 
in the public service and consequently many 
boys who had passed the relevant examina­
tion had not obtained employment. With 
the improvement in condition'' and with the 
yiew of setting ;;n example to private enter­
prise we set out on a policy of employing 
more youths and 348 admissions were made 
to the public service in various capacities. 
But every one of these appointees was on 
the direct recommendation of the Public 
Service Commissioner and none other. 

Then, again following the tortuous course 
of his extraordinarily distorted mind, the 
hon member states that 4,865 additional 
persons wore "PPOinted to the public service. 
When ono talks of the public service, dealing 
with the term properly and intelligently. 
one speaks about the people who are 
employed under the Public Service Act. 
The impre•>sion the hon. member sought to 
give was that the public service under the 
Public Service Act hac! been increased by 
that number. 

Mr. :!YlAHER: That is not so. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. MAHER: The .Premier is distorting 

what I sard. I made it very elear indeed 
that in the Public Service Commissioner's 
report--

The CHAIRMA::\T: OrdeT ! The hon. 
member must state hi,s point of order. 

.:\Ir. MAHER: I rise to a point of order. I 
showed the number under three he.,dings, 
consolidated revenue. trust. funds, and loan 
funds. I made that specifically clear and I 
did not seek to give to the Assembly the 
impression the hort. gentleman mentions. I 
ask the Premier to accept my denial. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! There is no 
point of order. The inference drawn from 
the remarks of the hon. member b'· the 
Prernicr i~ consistent with my O\Yn. 

The PREMIER: ::'\o other inference could 
han: been drawn from the remark.s of the 
!ton member. I propose to quote the whole 
of the section of the report with which the 
hon. member was dealing, and not p(lrt-

Number of Employees as ot-

Salarics-\Yagc.; paid trom--

1'00t~tJn~te, I 30th J;me, 30thJu~c, ~~30th .June, I 30th June, 3~::-
1 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933. 1934. 193:>. ' 

-------------------------~---------~-

Consolidated Re\'cnu., Funu I 11 ,1?8 I 10,678 10,643 j 10,656 , 10,755 -11,103-
Trust Funds 1 3,0~4 j 2,6Zf\ '!.,687 I 3,005 I 3,978 4 530 
Tmn ·Funds j ___ _3_~l__!,~_ --~~-~--_272 : __ 1,758 --~~-

'I'otols.. . . il 14,606 j 13,517 13,538 i 14,433 [ 16,491 ' 18,403 

Mr. MAHER: What a great jump? 
The PREMIER: That is a very fitting 

interjection from the hon. member. It 
jumped because of the revival policy oi this 
Government. (Opposition lallghter.) 

Hon members may laugh, but they cannot 
laugh away the fact that those figures indi­
cate very cleady that increased unemploy­
ment was given because of the public works 

policy of this Government. We stand for 
that policy; we were elected upon it and 
it has its direct reflection in increased e~plov­
ment. More important still, let me qtwte 
paragraph 44 immediately following, which 
says-

" The main increases for 1934-35 in 
the numbers of employees paid from 
trust and loan funds were in the main 

Hon. W. Fo1·gan Smith.] 
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roads, forestry, public estate improve­
ment. mining operatiOns, and public 
\Yor ks construction sections, and were 
due to extended activities in conformity 
with the Government's policy for the 
relief of unemployment. Of the increase 
of 348 in the numbers of employees 
paid from consoli·dated revenue, many 
were juniors appointed under the Govern­
ment's revival employment scheme for 
youths." 

That is a complete answer to the extra­
ordinary distorted statements made by the 
hon. member for 'West Moreton. vVe are 
proud of the fact that as a result of our 
policy we are able to employ more men. 
If the hon. member's statements as to what 
he calls tho inflation of the public service 
were allowed to go unchallenged, the impres­
sion would be convoyed to the people that 
the number under the Public Service Act 
had been increased to that extent; wher<'as, 
the increases included men on road con­
struction work-navvies-building COJ1.3truc­
tion labourer.;;;, painters, carpontcr3, plu1nbcrs 
-all classes of trade and labouring work 
are included under thctt heading. Those 
increasf"' are due to the increased fnnds 
made available bv the Government for the 
direct purpose of employing more men to 
develop this S+Jte. That is a complete 
refutation of the ,taternents made b, the 
hon. member. It is strange indeed for an 
hon. member to get up in this Chamber m:d 
commence with a eulogv of the Public Ser­
Yice Co1n1nissioner and then suggest that 
he is a rnere creature of the Governn1ent 
of the day ; vVould tlw hon. member like 
to prepare a table showmg all the demands 
made by hon. members opposite to get men 
into the service during the period they \Yere 
in power 7 

The hon. member w~xed indignant at the 
time of the Public Service Commissioner 
being taken up b:v coliference'. In that he 
displays a complete ignorance of the indus­
trial la\\· and the procedure of the Industrial 
Court. Let me inform the hon. member. 
'0 that he will not wittingly fall into such 
a grievous error in future, that in every 
case set down for hearing before the Indus­
trial Court. th0 first step is that the judges 
of the court order the parties into conference 
to see how· much of the claim and counter­
claim can be dealt with by agreement between 
them. The conferences that the hon. mem­
ber claims to be a waste of tim0 were a,ll 
conferences ordered bv the Industrial Court. 
So far from wasting time and enhancing 
the cost of the public service, they save 
costs and time. Obviouslv. to the extent 
of agrce1nents arriYod at~ in conferencp as 
between the parties, the time of the court 
.ar:J the Public Service Comrni~,~-ioner is 
saYC'd. It lnPans so Jnuch l0<;'" argument 1n 
open court. 

Mr. MAHER: Do they ever agree? 

The PREMIER : Very frequently, on 
mam issues. It is only on matters on which 
the:,·, do not agree that the matter is referred 
again to the court and dealt with by the 
court arbitrarily by the making of an 
award. The hon. member should make somo 
study of the procedure of the court and 
spend some of his spare time finding out 
how the machinery of that organisation 
works. 

What I have said indieates the position. 
It was necessary for me immediately to 

[Hon. ·w. Fcrgan Smith. 

correct the misleading statements made by 
an hon. member of this Committee that 
would end m his misleading the people 
outside. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [9.46 
p.m.] : I very much appreciate the remarks 
of the Premier in relation to the Publw 
Service Commissioner, whose ability, 
without doubt is outstanding. I feel that 
any additional words of praise on my part 
WOLlld be a waste of time, but hon. members 
of this House should realise that not only 
does he carry out his own work but also 
does the work of many other departments. 
I do not want to disparage the work of 
Under Secretaries of other departments, but 
he has frequently been entrusted with the 
work of making a report on matters concern­
ing some of them. As a matter of fact, 
during industrial crises it is not the Hailway 
Commissioner-and again I do not disparage 
him-but the Public Service Commissioner 
who handles the matter. It may no doubt 
be desirable to have such a wily tactician 
as Mr. Story in such a position. To find 
}fr. Storv handling the rai:way unions in a 
railway dispute is an eloquent testimony to 
his ability. 

During my few remarks I may give the 
hon. member for \Vest Moreton some infor­
mation concerning the relations of the 
Public Service Commissioner with the State 
Service Union. I speak as ex-president of 
that union. Our friend has stated that a lot 
of time is wasted with conferer10cs. He 
asked, too, " Do they ever agree?" 'Wherever 
the Public Service Commissioner has a 
di~Cl'Ption he has always exercised it 1n a 
wry fair and impartial manner. Of course, 
when he is given a brief to carry out Govern­
ment policy, he is firm and solid, he stands 
by the Government's decision, will not 
budge ~n inch, and always makes out a very 
good case. J\fatters have frequently been 
referred to conference by an Industrial 
Court, and I remember particularly the 1924 
award. I sav that 80 per cent. of the claims, 
particularly "in regard to individual classi· 
fications of officers, were agreed to in confer­
ence. The hon. member for \Vest Moreton, 
had he the slightest knowledge of public 
service conditions, would not have made 
such a statement as he has made. 

It is verv easy to deal with the question 
of the increase" in the number of public 
c:crvanb. I am very pleased to sec that 
the hon. the Premier dealt with it. A 
child in fourth class looking at that table 
on pag-e 16 would not make the mistake 
that the hon. member did. 

lVIr. MAHER : I made no mistake. 

c\lr. P. K. COPLEY: It is quite apparent 
that anyone looking at a figure of 11,168 for 
1930 and comparing it with the present 
number of 11,103 public servants proper, 
would sec a decrease of 65. If the hon. 
Jllt'nllH'r dlc1 not makc 8 rnistake ho 1s 

~howing blatant ignora.nco of the act_ual 
conditions applying· to the public service. 
In regard to t.~'ust and loan fund figure's. 
vou '"·i 11 sec there a re 3, 054 under trust 
funds. You will notic~ it is only when a 
Labour Government took over in 1932 that 
the figure went back to 3,00'J again. Under 
the :\loo re regime, it decreased by 400. 
There was an c\·en greater decrease in the 
nnmbcr of Prnployees paid from the Loan 
Fund Account. 

:\1r. :Y1AHER: Do not skip the trust funds. 
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Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I definitely men­
tioned that during the Moore regime the 
number had been reduced bv 400. The hon. 
member should not go to ,s"!oep while I am 
oolking. He should pay attention, or at 
least not interject. It was only when the 
Labour Government were returned to power 
in 1932 that the number rose again to 3,000 
and it has now increased to 4,500. The 
present Government believe in giving the 
boys and girls of Queensland an opportunity 
of passing the public <Service examination, 
and of entering avenues of employment in 
the public service. They do not believe in 
abolishing public service examin<ttions and 
then resorting to nepotism-appointing 
sisters, sisters-in-law, cousins, and aunts to 
positions in the service. The figures show 
that at 30th June, 1930, the number of 
employees paid from Consolidated Revenue 
Fund was 11,168 a.nd that at 30th June, 1931, 
it had been reduced to 10.678. or a reduction 
of approximately 500. 

The Premier has offered to pl<tce certain 
applications for employment in the public 
service before the Chamber. I do not think 
that any hon. member opposite would like 
to see the names of the appointees admitted 
to the service during the period he men­
tioned. I say advisedly that 500 of the 
permanent employees were taken off the 
list and the relatives of hon. members 
opposite were actually appointed to the 
service, and in that <statement I do not 
exempt the hon. member for ·west Morc•ton. 
He knows what I am talking about. 

Mr. MAHER: Bring it out. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: The hon nwmber 
knows very well. and the Secretary for Public 
Instruction can bear me out. · Much has 
been said about the salaries paid in the 
pnblic service, and in that connection I 
,]Iould like to refer to page 5 of the report 
of the Public Service Commissioner. The 
S•tlariPs Act of 1930 came into operation on 
15th September, 1930, and the reductions in 
salaries and wages imposed under that Act 
wore:-

From From 
15th Sept.. 1st July, 

1930. 1931. 
Per cent. Per cent. 

£400 and under 10 15 
Over £400 and up to 

£600 11 16 
£600 to £800 12 17 
£800 to £1,100 13 18 
£1.100 to £1.500 14 19 
OYer £1,500 15 20 

In 1934, that is, under a Labour Adminis­
tratio.n, a judgment of the court datcocl 
26th l\"ovembcr increased the salaries of 
officers receiYing £400 per annum so that 
the percentage reduction was 11~ per ~ent. 
The salaries of officers receiving over £400 
and not over £500 were increased, their 
percentage reduction being reduced to 12 per 
cent. I sincerely reg1·et that the increases 
haYe not been of a gre<ater amount. 

The hon. member for Toowong made 
certain remarks regarding the ability of the 
Government to pay. That may be all right, 
but as far as the Labour Government is 
concerned their policy is to consider public 
servants. They are always prepared to do 
what they possibly can for them. Had the 
Moore Administration not frittered awav the 
finances of the State and lent money t; the 

Southern States, there would not have been 
the necessity for the drastic cuts they 
mf!icted on the public service The public 
service know that very well, and its members 
showed their confidence in the present 
Goyernment at the 1932 election, and a 
renewal of that confidence at the 1935 
election. 

The PRnnER: Thev also knew that had 
the Moore Government got back there was 
another 10 per cent. cut awaiting them, 

Mr. MAXWELL: That is not true. You 
should not say that. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I have no desire to 
go into the contents of the documents of a 
Premier's Conference. 

At 9.55 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN: Under the provJswns 

of Sessional Orders agreed to by the House 
on 28th August and 16th October, I shall 
now leave the chair and make my report to 
the House. 

The House resumed. 
'l'hc CHAIRMAN reported progress and asked 

leave to sit again. 
Resumption of Committee made an Orc1°r 

of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m. 




