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THURSDAY, 17 OCTOBER, 1935.

Mr. Seeakir (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTION,
BEER PURCHASED BY RATLWaY REFRESEMENT
Roows.
Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) asked the

Minister for Transport-—
‘“ How many dozen bottles of beer—
(2) imported from other States; and
(b) locally brewed—were purchased by
the Railway Refreshment Rooms during
last year?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert), for the
MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon. J.
Dash, Mundingburra), replied—

“ [nformation is being obtained.”

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table—

Regulation, dated 9th October, 1935,
under ‘‘ The Explosives Act of 1906.”

Order in Council, dated 9th October,
1935, under ‘ The Workers’ Com-
pensation Acts, 1916 to 1934.”

By-laws Nos. 320 and 321 under section

134 of “The Railways Acts, 1914
to 1934.”
ROYAL COMMISSION ON RACING

AND GAMING.
WITHDRAWAL OF NOTICE OF MOTION.

Mr. MOORE (Adubigny) [10.32 am.]: I
desire permission of the House to withdraw
the notice of motion in General Business
standing in my name. As a commission has
now commenced investigations, no good
purpose would be served by proceeding with
the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the
House that the Leader of the Opposition
be permitted to withdraw the notice of
motion under the heading General Business
appearing in his name?

FlONOURABLE MEMBERS : Iear. hear!

SUPPLY.

Restmrerion oF (COMMITTEE—ESTIMATES—
Frrer AND SecoND ALLOTTED Davs.

(Mr. Hanson, DBuranda, in the chair.)
Esrrmates v CHier, 1935-36.
EXECTTIVE AN LEGISLATIVE.

HI§ EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
Or VOIE.)

The PREMIER (Hon, W. Forgan Srith,
Mackay) [10.34 am.]: T move—

“That £3,026 be granted for the
Executive and Legislative—ITis Excel-
lency the Governor (balance of vote).”

The CHAIRMAN: If it meets with the
cemeurrence of hon. miembers, T propose to
follow my previous practice of allowing
discussion on the whole of the ramifications
of each departmoent so far as the consoli-
dated revenue account is ccncerned on the
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Chief Office vote, and to confine the dis-
cussion on the other votes strictly to the
operations of the sub-departments con-
cerned.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS :
Item agreed to.

Hear, hear!

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay): I move—
‘““That £87 be granted for
tive Counecil.” ”
Ttem agreed to.

© Fxecu-

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
Mackay): 1 move—
“That £31,344 be granted for ‘ Legis-
lative Assembly.” ”

Mr. MOORE (dubigny) [10.36 a.m.]:
Whereas last financial year the amount
appropriated under this heading was £29,634,
the vote for the current financ'al year is
£31,344. I do not consider that the amount
is excessive, taking into account the number
of members. Many people are under a mis-
conception as to the work of a member of
Parliament. They think that the members
work only during the time of the session,
perhaps four months in the year, and the
remainder of the year is a holiday.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It is a popular delusion.

Mr. MOORE: It certainly is. It is a
wrong conception of the work of a member.
His work is continuous all the year round.
It is just as well the public should really
understand how much work has to be per-
formed by a member on hehalf of his
electorate and his electors. He is supposed
to be at the beck and call of each and every
one of his constituents at any time, and
under any circumstances. Very often onc
hears it said of a member of Parliament
that he has a good life, he has nothing to
do, that ‘¢ Parliament only sat for four
months.” The work of a member should
be appreciated more than it is. A great
portion of his work is performed outside
of the session. In fact, it can be said in
many cases that he does more work outzide
than inside the Parliament House.

There seems to be an ever-growing practice-
for people to call on hon. members at any
time during the sittings of the House. I
know it would be a very difficult practice
to put into operation, but I consider that
during the session, certain specified hours
should be set aside for interviewers. It is
very inconvenient to have a continuous
stream of callers when one should be devot-
ing one’s attention to the matters under
discussion in the Chamber.

The Premier: I do not think people
should call when the House is sitting.

Mr. MOORE: Requests are wace to
members to leave the Chamber to go outside
to interview callers. Nine times out of ten
the interviewer is merely prospecting.

The PREMIER: °‘Prospecting’” is a good
word. (Laughter.)

Mr. MOORE: The cooversation is opened
by the caller remarking “ Don’t you
remember me?”’ Probably the hon. member
has never heard of him.

The Premier: That is the preliminars
to the ‘‘bite.”

Mr. Moore]
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Mr. MOORE: The member replies  subject further. I merely wanted to call
“Yes.” Very often the answer, to be truth-  attention to the fact that the work of a

ful. should be “ No.” It is not fair that
hon. members should be continually asked
to leave the Chamber during a sitiing.
Certainly there are instances when an elector
from the country desires to sce one on an
important matter and it is only right that
he should be interviewed. That 1is not
what T am objecting to. My objection is
to the continuous stream of callers who
expect members to interview them at any
time and a!l the time—whenever they feel
disposed to visit the House. Very often it
15 more for conversational purposes than
anvthing clse, There should be some cur-
tailment of this sort of thing, but I know
it is rather difficult to effect. The practice
is becoming more prevalent than previously.
A few yvears ago we had not this continuous
stream of callers that one now sees. In
some cases they first of all try the members
on the (overnment benches and when they
prove barren, try members on this side,

The Premizr: Jvery new memher is
tried out on things that have been rejected
over the last twenty years.

Mr., MOORE: I quite understand that.
We have all been through the mill. In
my opinion the Legislative Assembly is still
performing a very useful function. Tt is
often heard said that if a vote was taken
in Quecensland on secession from the Common-
wealth the verdict would be “yves.”” We
have had the spectacle of one State of the
Commenwealth  sending  delegates to  the
British Government with a petition for
secession.  This is due in a very large
measure to a lack of understanding and
the lack of an Australian outlook in recog-
nising that there¢ are difficulties in our
present syvstem of government. We all
recognise that each State has to contend
with difficulties. We all recognise that
most States are getting advantages in some
way or other, but an attempt is
certainly being made by most of the States
to get round section 92 of the Common-
wealth Constitution by means of subterfuges,
such as a wrongful use of the Health Act
or the quarantine regulations. If that
practice i1s to be exploited to any cxtent,
the suggestion will inevitably be made that
the Constitution should be broken up. All
sorts of subterfuges are being used. We
see a subterfuge being used to prevent pota-
toes going from Tasmania into Vietoria,
and stock regulations to prevent cattle going
from Queensland into New South Wales, or
another coming from New South Wales into
Queensland.  We must realise that while
we have sovereign rights we are legislating
within our own sphere of activity and we
cannot get round the Constitution of Aus-
tralia bv subterfuge. If it iz in the best
interests of the various States that there
should be an alteration in the Constitution,
the right thing to do is to make that altera-
tion by constitutional methods. It is wrong
to endeavour to get round the Constitution
by using doubtful methods, or methods never
contemplated by its creators.

The people cannot grumble at the expense
when the total cost of the Legislative
Assembly is only £31,344. Their only con-
cern is to see that they get value for their
money. I think that members of Parlia-
ment do give more than value for what they
receive from the public. I do not intend
to weary the Committee by pursuing the

[Mr. Moore.

member of Parliament is not finished when
he leaves the House. He is working all
the year round, very often on week-ends
as well as week days. It is evident that
the people expect a great deal more from
Governments and members of Parliament
to-day than they did a few years ago.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [10.43

a.m.]: I should like to know why it is
necessary to increase the number of mes-
sengers. 1 have heen here quite a long

time and I do not see any reason why we
should have another messenger.

There has also been an addition to the
office cleaning staff. The cost is not much,
but I believe that economy should be effected
wherever possible. 1 understood that the
laying down of the parquetry floors would
considerably reduce the amount of cleaning
work. We spent an enormous amount cf
money on them. That work must have cost
£1,000 or more and I thought that by pay-
ing that we should be reducing the cost of
office cleaning. Although the parquetry
floors look very well, they are, unfortu-
nately, very dangerous. The surface 1s very
slippery and we members of Parliament
have discovered that we must now wear
rubber soles and heels to prevent our falling
when walking on it

I have been informed—I do not know
whether it is true, but I think I ought to
draw attention to the matter—that the
parquetry floor has introduced borers into
the building. That is a very serious matter,

if a fact.

A CGoversMesT MEeMmBer: A few bores!
(Laughter.)

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Hon. mem-

bers mayv laugh; but I am told that when
the parquetry was put in it contaimed borers,
and those borers are likely to cat the floor-
ing and other woodwork. TIf there is soma
way of checking this damage, 1 think the
Premier should investigate the matter. I
am told that the flooring-boards in this
building are white pine, and that not enly
would such damage be dangerous. but that
repairs would be very costly. If that mones
could be saved, it might help towards reduc-
ing taxation.

I am pleased to sce that a reduction bas
been made in the expenditure on * Han-
sard ” and other printing—telegrams, sta-
tionery, ete. Perhaps even the amount of
£7.750 miay not be necessary, because © Han-
sard 7 1s generally filled by members situing
in opposition, whether Labour or Country-
National, and as on this cccasion there are
very few members of the Opposition, ** Han-
sard ” should be much smaller during the
next three vears than for many years past.

Mr. RURSELL (Hamilton) [168.48 a.m.]:
The Leader of the Oppositicn raised a very
interesting point in connection with the
increased cost of the Assembly. T think
something should be added to his statement
concerning the work of members of Parlia-
ment. A good deal is said these days about
the exorbitani cost of Parliament, but people
confuse the cost of Parliament with the cost
of government. The cost of Parliament itself
is very trifling when spread over the whole
community, and I contend that a member of
Parliament, occupying as he does a very
high position, should be paid adequately,
and should be able to have at his command
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all those facilitics to which he is entitled.

It has been said that it would be cheaper to
abolish  State Parliaments and resort to
,unification. If one analyscs the question
carcfully, however, one must come to the
conclusion that there would be no saving to
the communitz, The real cost is that of the
public  serv and whether that cost is
cxcessive is not for us to discuss on this vote
The point I wish to make clear is that the
cost of ]aruament is a very small item, in
view of the service rendered by members of
Parliament and the attendant costs of run-
ning Parliament. I think we can safely
claim that the Queensland Parliament com-
pares favourably with other Parliaments in
Australia. There are times when members
are outspoken, but they arc fairly decorous,
and the pubhc receive xalue for their money.
T think this is an occasion when both parties
in the Iouse are in unity.

We should not fail to recognisc ihe won-
derful work performed by the ‘Ianaald ”
staff. The appropriation for * Hansard V is
included in the vote wunder discussion,
although the State Reporting Burcau is
dealt with in another vote. After an experi-
ence of nine years in this Parliament, T must
say that the service rendered by  Hansard ™
is  simply wonderful—the speeches are
recorded accurately. I think every hon. men-
ber will agree that we reccive a fair deal
from the ¢ Hansard’ staff, and when we
compare their work with the work done else-
where, one must admit that we have a very
proficient staff rendering splendid service to
hen. members.  Whether or not * Hansard
should be continued is another matter alto-
gether. Some hon. members are of the
opinton  that “ Hansard” is a waste of
money. and that if there was no ¢ Hansard
there would be less “talk to the gallery,”
and we should settle down to business more
than we do at times. Both sides of the
Chamber ave prone to take advantage of
“Hanward” to air their views, believing
that their constituents might be pleased to
know that they are doing their duty in
Parliament. When the Labour Party sat in
opposition, its members filled more pages of
“ Hansard ” than we can ever hope to do.

Mr. O'Kgere: All gocd stuff.

Mr. RUSSELL: I have my own opinion
about that; a good deal of it was piffle. 1
think we should place on record our appre-
ciation of the very valuable service rendered
by the “ Hansard” staff to members of
Parliament.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (10.53 a.m.]: The point raised bv
the Leader of the Opposition is a very
important one. There is no doubt that the
work of members of Parliament has increased
very materially over the past twenty years,
and the work that they do outside the sit-
tings of Parliament iz often much more
strenuous and harassing than their duties
in this Chamber. A member who attends to
the rvequirements of his constituents is of
very great value indeed. It is a common
practice for members to receive correspond-
ence frcin their constituents asking them to
do certain things which, if they were under-
taken by paid agents, would involve the
constituents in the payment of a consider-
able sum of money for the services rendered.

On one occasion I negotiated the purchase
of a sugar-mill for some of my constituents.
The negotiations, which extended over a
considerable time, involved interviews with
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" solicitors and other people, but finaliy 1 was

successful in having the purchase price
reduced by apprommately £43,000. Had
those negotiations been conducted by a paid
agent, one can easily rcalise the cost that
would have had to be borne by the farmers
for the services rendered. An amount of
approximately £150,000 was involved, and
the usual commission on that sum weuld be
a considerable amount. That wark was done
by me as a member of Parliament, without
charge, for and on behalf of my const:tuents.

I remember that on another occasion a
man happened to be in the office of a sclici-
tor practlsmv in Mackay and remarked, 1
should like to have an interview with Forgan
Smith.” The solicitor rang me up at the
court house, where I had an office, and said,
“Can you give so-and-so an mtelvlew"”
I smd *Yes, send him along straight
away. I had known that man since he
was a boy; in fact, 1 knew his family well.
He did not require an introduction to me at
all, but did not know where he could see
me. That solicitor charged him £3 3s. for
introducing him to me. The man came to
see me about it. I said, ‘*“ Do not pay the
account.” 1 do not think he did. That
shows that the services of a member of
Parliament to his constituents are very
valuable indeed. Those hon. members who
look after the interests of their constituents
are worth a sum far in excess of the salaries
they receive.

The problem of callers at Parliament
House is one that hon. members must deal
with themselves. We know that hon.

members have many callers from all over
the State, and that these interviews take
up a great deal of the1r tlme Moreover,
it is a practice that is growing. 1f hon.
members carc to make it a rule that when
Parliament is sitting they will not see
visitors other than members of a deputation
that has been arranged with a Minister, [
can see no objection to it. If I, as Premier,
were to grant all the interviews that I am
asked to give. instead of working about
seventy-five hours per week, as 1 do at
present, I should find twenty-four hours a
day would neot suffice. Consequently I have
been compelled to lay down a rule that 1
will grant interviews only during certain
hours of the day on certain days of the wock.
1f I did not do so I should nor be able to

do the uadministrative work for which 1
am responsible.
The hon. member for Dalby referred to

the provision made in the Estimates for an
additional messenger. He was engaged for
the convenience of members to deal with
the increased number of callers. - The hon.
member for Dalby asked for information:
concerning the engagement of an additional
cleaner. The duty of that official is to keep
the floors of this building in good condition.
That is a wise policy. Two things are
accomplished—the floors of Parliament
House are cleaner, and they are in better
condition than they have been for years
previously. This additional man is experi-
enced in the laying of parquetry flooring, in
which he was prevlouily employed. “The
consequence is that he is able to effect any
slight repairs that are required.

The hon. member also mentioned the
question of borers. There is always the
danger of borers becoming manifest in any
timber. Timber often lies on the ground
in the bush for a time before being con-
veyved to the sawmills. Borers may “be in

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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that timber when it is cut, and are not
noticed when it goes out to be used. I
remember when I built my house, taking
precautions with respect to borers, but six
months after it was completed I had to
strip three studs because borers were in
evidence. There was no sign of them when
1 constructed the house.

The only way to deal with such a_con-
dition is to strip the timber off immediately
and poison the surrounding wood. There
were borers in the floors of this House—in
two or three small pieces in one floor—but
the individual who was charged with look-
ing after the floors discovered them immedi-
ately and the parquetry was stripped round
the area affected, the pine floor poisoned,
and new parquetry put in.

The danger involved in walking on the
parquetry floors is very real, It is always
present with polished floors; and makes it
necessary to wear rubber heels on one’s
shoes or boots. I fell in one of the passages
one day, and it was certainly annoying.
In the big ante-chamber in the Federal
Parliament House a member’s wife recently
fell and broke her arm. One has to step
very gingerly when one is walking on a
polished floor, particularly if one is not
used to skating on ice. Members of Parlia-
ment are often acquainted with that mode
of locomotion, and they are not so liable
to the same injury as other people who
have mnot a similar knack. (Laughter.)
The hon. member can rest assured the ques-
tion of borers is receiving careful attention,
and the daily cleansing by an expert that
these floors get enables a dailly inspection to
be made. If any difficulty arises suitable
action will be taken.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [11.3 a.m.]:
The condition of the parquetry floors
throughout the building necessitates some
attention. Since these floors have been put
down I have seen from twelve to fifteen
people suffer nasty falls. The Premier
admits that he fell, and other members of
the Assembly have fallen, whilst visitors to
the House, who are not so accustomed to
walking on parquetry floors, have suffered
very severe falls. One woman waz quite
overcome one morning owing to a backward
fall which brought her head in contact with
the floor., These floors are undoubtedly
very elegant and pleasing to the eye, but
from a utility point of view they are not so
satisfactory. Before somebody is seriously
injured the Government should take steps
to have mats or some other form of floor
covering put down in order that members
and visitors may be able to walk about
without the risk of a serious fall.

The Premier: The floor covering would
have to be in the form of rubber, because
if you put down a rug it would not eliminate
the risk of slipping.

Mr. MAHER: It may appear humorous
to some people to see others fall, but there
is nothing so humiliating to a dignified man
or woman than to lose his or her balance.

The PrEMIER: They are liable to be seri-
-ously hurt, too.

Mr. MAHER: Yes. One elderly woman
asked in my hearing in the House one
afternoon. what was wrong with everybody,
because they all appeared to walk so
queerly. The queer movements of people
who walk up and down the corridors in
order to retain their footing is apparent to

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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visitors, As the floor has been put down,
the next best thing is to place upon it a
rubber mat or some other suitable covering
in order that people may walk with safety
upon it. I commend that suggestion to the
serious consideration of the Premier and Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [11.5 a.m.]:
The remarks of the Premier and the Leader
of the Opposition regarding the work of
parliamentarians are verfr timely. It is to
be regretted that the false impression that
members of Parliament work only during
the period of the session, which usually
lasts five months in the year, is growing
on our people. It is my opinion that the
Press is to a large extent responsible for
that false impression. The Tory Press never
loses an opportunity of drawing attention
to the fact that Parliament is sitting, that
members of Parliament have commenced to
work at last, and that they will work for
only two or three months. That section of
the Press never loses an opportunity to
ridicule the parliamentary form of govern-
ment, with the result that a large number
of readers get the idea that the only time
a member of Parliament works is during the
sittings of the House. That is entirely
wrong. It is my experience as a metro-
politan representative that a member of
Parliament has a great deal more to do
when the House is in recess than when it
is sitting. There is a great deal more
running about to be done during the recess
because a number of considerate persons
soek the assistance and advice of members
during recess, and hesitate to trouble them
during the session. It is to be regretted
that a great number of people are ever-
lastingly  ridiculing the  parliamentary
system of government and holding it up
to contempt. It is the democratic system
of government and allows for criticism by
both Press and people, but it does not become
either of them to destroy the prestige of
Parliament. 1f that system should be
destroyed as a result of this ridieule and
contempt, there is only one alternative—-ihe
establishment of a dictatoiship, under which
the privilege of criticism would be lost.
Under a dictatorship they would run the
risk of experiencing the same restrictions as
the people of Germany, Italy and other coun-
tries governed by dictators. They would not
have the right or privilege of criticism as
we enjoy it. It is without hesitation that
I say that members of this Assembly are
giving good value for the money received,
and it ill becomes the Press or the people
to criticise members of Parliament and
Parliament as has been the practice during
recent years. Only last week Brisbane
«“Truth,’ a weekly newspaper, contained
an article drawing attention to the fact that
members of Parliament were to receive an
additional £20 a year. The article pointedly
drew attention to an allowance to cover
the cost of telephone, postage stamps, and
telegrams. Does that paper or any other
section of the Press or any person in the
community believe that a member of Par-
liament should meet the costs of the installa-
tion or upkeep of a telephone that is
installed mainly for the convenience of elec-
tors? Do these people consider that the
expense incurred in telegrams and postages
on letters to his electors should be borne
from his salary? If so, then their idea of
the value of the services of a member is
pretty paltry. I do not hesitate to say that
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the salary paid to a member of Parliament
in Queensland to-day is inadequate.

Mr. MaHER: You were better off in your
job.

Mr. GAIR: That is quite true. The pre-
sent salary received by members of Par-
liament in Queensland is altogether inade-
quate, and the reduction of the salaries of
members from £750 to £500 per annum
was one of the many mistakes perpetrated
by the Moore Government. I sincerely hope
the citizens of Queensland will recognise the
great service rendered to them and to the
State by members of this Legislature. Before
I resume my seat I should like to express
my appreciation of the services rendered
by the *‘Hansard” staff, the Clerk of
Parliament and his assistants, the messen-
gers, who are at all times very willing and
courteous, the switchboard attendants, who
have a very arduous, tedious, and irri-
tating job, and the courteous and very
efficient  attendants in our refreshment-
rooms. I do not think I have overlooked
anyone.

Mr. MAHER: You have missed the cleaners.

Mr. GAIR: The cleaners are doing their
work efficiently. I wish to congratulate
vou, Mr. Speaker, upon the great improve-
ment that has been made in the surround-
ings of this building since you have occupied
your present high office.  This Parliament
House is an excellent old building, and it
is the duty of Mr. Speaker and his com-
mittee to keep it in a decent state of repair.
Before you occupied the position of Speaker
many portions of the building were allowed
to get into disrepair, and I congratulate
vou upon the attention you have given to
them. If you have laid parquetry floors
that tend to be a little dangerous, I know,
from personal experience, that that danger
can be easily overcome by wusing rubber
heels on our footwear, whilst notices are
posted round the building asking visitors
to exercise care on the slippery floors.

The hon. member for Dalby spoke about
the expense of the floors. I think Mr.
Speaker can explain that the parquetry floor
cost very little more than linoleums would
have cost. No one can say that parquetry
floors do not look considerably better than
linoleums.

Mr. Maner: Ornamental, but not useful.

Mr. GAIR: They are very useful, and
will give lifelong service, whereas linoleums
would need to be replaced in a very few
vears,

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [11.11 a.n.]:
Speaking in as benevolent way as I can on
the tremendous discrepancy between the
amounts paid to the men who do the actual
work of government and the amounts paid
to those who are merely appurtenances of
government—more or less admirable decora-
tions—it is only necessary to say that the
cost of legislative government of this State
is £31,000 per year and the Commonwealth
Government spent £50,000 on one Duke.
Seeing that Opposition newspapers condemn
and belittle Parliament, even to the extent
of objecting to the additional postage allow-
ance for members of £21 each; it is per-
tinent to say—seeing that those newspapers
take all their standards and comparisons
from the mother Parliament of Great
Britain—that £31,000, the cost of the legis-
lative arm of the government of this State,
with its tremendous area and its colossal
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ownership of public estate—is only the

amount of the annual grant to three royal
babies and twice the grant to one royal duke.

Mr., TAYLOR (Enoggera) [11.13 a.m.]:
A serious matter which merits consideration
by members of this Assembly, is the time
lost by hon. members in interviewing electors
when the House is in session. I believe that
we could overcome the difficulty of being
called away while a contentious matter 1s
being debated by sitting on Mondays. 'Thai
would give us Friday and Saturday mornings
to interview those electors who desired to
see their members. 1 do not want to curtail
the rights and privileges of the electors in
my constituency, but 1 want to be able to
do the job for which I have been elected
in the manner in which it should be done.
1 realise that we cannot give full attention
to matters under discussion if we have to
leave the Chamber two or three times every
morning and every afternoon to Interview
people. If the House were to alter its time
of sitting it might be necessary for the
country members to come back to the city
from their homes a little earlier, but at the
same time it would enable hon. members to
fix a day for interviewing. If country
members got away on Thursday night they
could come back on Sunday.

Mr. Danier: You could not do so without
getting a special train.

Mr. TAYLOR: Friday is the only day
when relief workers can come to the House
to see a member concerning any grievances
they may have. Friday is the day on which
most members have their greatest numbers
of callers, and the House should give some
consideration to that fact. Otherwise, let
us revert to the afternoon sittings.

Mr. MAHER: That
solution.

Mr. TAYLOR : That would, however, take
away from the member the opportunity for
his social activities in his electorate. Scarcely .
an evening passes, in the metropolitan area
at any rate, on which the local member
does not attend some function or other where
his presence is demanded. Most of the
public functions of any note are held in the
months from August to November. The
city’s social activities do not commence much
before the Exhibition, and all the balls and
the big events follow it. Some provision
should be made for a member of Parliament
to be able to attend the House during the
Parliamentary session without interruption
and at the same time to give his constituents
uninterrupted access to him so that their
rights and privileges may be fully retained.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [11.17 a.m.]: I do not
think we should blame the people and the
Press so much for their criticism of mem-
bers of Parliament. It is due to our great
modesty as members of Parliament in not
telling the people of the things we have
to do. It cannot be forgotten, Mr. Hanson,
that the work done by members of Par-
liament for their electors is kept in confi-
dence by hon. members. I support the hon.
member who said that members of Par-
liament have a great deal of work to do
and are not adequately paid for the ser-
vices they render to the people.

We should value our democratic system of
government. The people should realise that
under the autocratic systems of government
in other parts of the world, members of
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Parliament are not able to give the people
the service they are able to get in this coun-
try. I doubt whether it would be possible
to find any body of legislators in any other
part of the world who would emulate the
example of members of this Parliament, whe
a few years ago voluntarily reduced their
salaries from £750 to £500 per annum,
Their action was a clear indication of the
unselfishness of members of Parliament,
although they realised that tho salary of
£500 was not adequate if they were to carry
out their work as 1t should be done. I know
that in my own case, were it not for the
fact that I have other interests, it would
be impossible for me to do my duty in the
efficient manner in which I am endeavour-
ing to do it to-day. I think the same can
be said for many other hon. members

Mr. BrassiNGTON: You did not say that
when the salaries were being reduced.

Mr. BRAND: I have just told the Com-
mittee that we were unselfish enough to
reduce our salaries; but possibly, when the
finances of the State improve—I am glad to
know that they are improving—we shall be
able to restore that voluntary reduction in
salaries. If I were in charge of Parliament
I should decide that the salaries of hon.
members be submitted to an arbitrator for
determination, as was done in other States
of Australia. We cannot overlook the fact
that we are paid less than the parliamen-
tarians in other parts of Australia, with the
possible exception of Western Australia and
South Australia.

I wish to pay a tribute to the excellent
service rendered by the oflicers of Parlia-
ment 1n every sphere, particularly the ¢ Han-
sard ” staff.  After an experience of fifteen
vears in this Parliament I am constrained
to say that the ‘ Hansard” staff is more
efficient to-day than at any time during that
period. It is a most cfiicient body giving
a wonderful service to Parliament, and com-
.paring the excellent service with its total
cost, it cannot be said that the staff is get-
ting too much.

The parquetry floors are both ornamental
and utilitarian, and have the additional
advantage of displaying in a practical
manner one avenue in which our waste
timbers can be utilised. Parliament House
is a fitting building in which to display
the products of our own country. The
question of the borers is a small one, as
they can be eradicated by treatment.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [11.26 a.m.]:
I also wish to pay my tribute to the ¢ Han-
sard ”’ staff and all officers engaged in the
services of the House. We are very well
served by all the officials, who earn their
money. “ Hansard,” particularly from my
own point of view—which enables me to

appreciate their difficulties—reproduces a
wonderful record of our debates. I know
very well that members of * Hansard

experience a great deal of difficulty owing
to the acoustic properties of this building.
I have no complaints at all to make with
the services they render. I also include in
my words of appreciation the services ren-
dered by the other officials, including the
representatives of the daily Press. They
certainly deserve every credit for the work
they perform.

Mention has been made of the fact that
the hours of sitting make it difficult for
members to give their services in this

[Mr. Brand.
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Chamber and attend to the number of callers
who desire to see them. We could overcome
that difficulty in a measure by sitting dif-
ferent hours. The most couvenient part of
the day for Parliament to sit, both for mem-
bers and working purposes gencrally, is the
afternoon and night. That would enable
Ministers to attend to their administrative
work and members to attend at the depart-
ments to transact business on behalf of their
constituents. KEvery hon. member has busi-
ness to do on behalf of his constituents in
the Government offices. It is very difficult
to attend to that business with the present
hours of sitting. Representatives of metro-
politan electorates can perform this work
better than the representatives of country
electorates. The present hours of sitting
suit them because, as one hon. member
remarked, they enable him to attend social
functions in the evening. If hon. members
had work to do in Parliament, then I am
sure his constituents would excuse him from
attending social functions., They excuse the
representatives of country electorates because
they know we have to come down to Bris-
bane to care for their interests in Parlia-
ment. No one would take any notice of the
absence of an hon. member from social
functions if he was attending to the busi-
ness of his country. The afternoon and
evening are the most convenient times for
Parliament to sit. It would allow an hon.
member more reasonable time to transact
his business at Government offices and attend
to his mail, and constituents could call upon
their representative without interfering with
his business in the Chamber. I sincerely hope
that hon. members opposite who have the
fixing of the hours that Parliament shall
sit will reconsider their present attitude.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [11.29
a.m.]: I consider from practical experience
that the present hours of sitting are the
best for Parliament. I have had experi-
ence of afternoon and night sittings. In
fact, I have sat in this Chamber many nights
and days in succession. That experience
proved to me that we do our work better
by day than at night.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : I have always
supported day sittings, and will continue
to do so. We who come from the country
have our job to do. During the period
Parliament is sitting we are compelled to
live in Brisbane and give attention to the
business of the country, which should be
transacted in the day time.  Dav sittings
are preferable from a health point of view.
Pettrr work can be done in the day time,
when we are not physically and mentally
tired. than in the night time.

As the representative of an eleciorate far
away from Brisbane I have not many callers,
but when 1 get a card indicating that one
of my constituents desires to see me I wel-
come the opportunity, and am only too
pleased to see him.

We are not in the same position as city
members: our visitors do not come along
to talk because most of them have come
down to the city to do business that in
many cases necessitates a visit to a Minister.
My greatest difficulty is to obtain an inter-
view with the Minister for them. T am
only too pleased to meet them and have a
talk with them. I trust that the Govern-
ment will not alter the time at which the
Iouse meets. The proper time to do our
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work is during the day time. If we sat
at night. as soon as the hotels closed after
8 o’clock—if they do close after that hour—
there would be many more visitors to
Parliament House who might expect us to
shout them drinks. It is only natural that
members will have a few drinks in those
circumstances, and that is when trouble
commences.  In my experience in Parlia-
ment any friction that has occurrcd in this
Chamber has generally happened about mid-
night. It is much preferable for Parlia-
ment to continue sitting the hours in opera-
tion at present.

Mr., EDWARDS (Yanango) [11.32 a.m.]:
The dutiex of members of Parliament is a
very interesting subject. It is gencrally
thought by the people that the work of a
member of Parliament is finished when the
House adjourns. It has been said to me, as
well as to other hon. members, ‘“ When are
you going back to work?” Which conveys
the suggestion that the only time members
of Parliament work in the interests of their
electors is when the House is sitting. Per-
haps the prevalence of this opinion amongst
electors generally is due to the fact that
members of Parliament have in the past
neglected to tell the electors of the multi-
farious duties they had to perform during
the time Parliament was in recess. Electors
generally do not know that their members
may be of great assistance to them by way
of getting concessions and introducing them
at the departments. Many electors approack
their member in such matters; many others
do not ask him to do anything.

It 1is apparent that Parliament and
members of Parliament are falling into dis-
repute in this State. Whether that is so
throughout Australia I am not in a position
to state. In this State members of Parlia-
ment are vilified, not only by some of the
people, but also by a big section of the
Press.  As a rule people do not criticise
without reason, and we should ask ourselves,
“What is the reason for this attitude on
the part of these people?” The reason
for 1t may be found in this Chamber.
The bitterness displayed by members one to
the other and misconstruction placed on
their statements is partly responsible. If
by their conduct in the Chamber mem-
bers created a better impression it would
be reflected in the opinions of the people
and Parliament would receive its due
respect. It cannot be denied that there
is nothing wrong with the system of parlia-
mentary government, hut it is discouraging
to find it belittled not only by the people
but also by their representatives.

Having had the opportunity of inspecting
the Houses of Parliament in the various
capitals of Australia I feel that the men
and women responsible for the supervision
and conduct of Queensland’s Parliament
House are to be commended. The conduct
of the House speaks for itsclf. Tt is a credit
to those responsible. Having been a member
of this Assembly for a number of years I
claim T can speak with authority, and I
emphasise the fact that 1he House is a
credit to the staff and-the staff a credit to
the House. Hon. members should make
public more often than is done the news of
the beautiful appearance of the Queensland
House of Parliament and their surround-
ings. The people of Queensland should be
proud of them. Tt is on very rare occasions
that a' private memher has an opportunity
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of voicing his sentiments in regard to the
huildings, the surroundings, and the staff
of Parliament. and therefore I have taken
this opportunity of doing so.

The hon. member for Enoggera put for-
ward the suggestion that in order to obviate
the continuous stream of callers during the
session certain hours should be set aside
on Fridays and Saturdays for interviews.
#vidently the hon. member was speaking
purely from the point of view of a metro-
politan representative. It would be utterly
impossible for the representatives of country
electorates to visit their homes during the
weck-end and return in time for the sit-
tings on Mondays. In a number of cases the
train services would not allow of its being
done. Perhaps the difficulty of the numbers
of callers could Le overcome if metropoli-
tan representatives did not cncourage
visitors of some of the class that come
to the House.

Mr. TaYLOR: What is wrong with them?

Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. member knows
what is wrong, when after being called out
of the Chamber he has a request made to
him for a few bob.

Mr. Tivror: Are not they as good as the
class of people you interview in your con-
stituency during the weck-end?

Mr. EDWARDS: Not for a moment do
I say that the majority of callers are not
here with {ihe legitimate object of endea-
vouring tc enlist the services of a member
of Parliament to do something for them in
the intercsts of their business or the obtain-
ing of honest employment. That is not the
sort of caller to which 1 was referring.
The hon. member knows very well that
there is a section of the community who
are always out for what they can cadge, and
it is this class that I say should not be
encouraged.

Mr. TavLor: And they are not all in the
city.

Mr. EDWARDS: That may be so, but at
the present time there is a system of pro-
viding rations and the giving of sustenance
to our unfortunate people who are in neecd.
Those of our people who arc unfortunately
in need of such help should be encouraged
to obtain it through the proper channels.
We could thus obviate their visiting the
parliamentary building and having hon.
members called out of the Chamber during
a session. It is of great advantage to coun-
iry visitors to be able to call here when the
House is sitting. They then have the oppor-
tunity of secing the building and of seeing

Parliament in session. They have the
opportunty of sceing members and, per-
haps, Ministers, and being able to carry

out the business that brought them from
the country. Tt is of great assistance to
country people in many instances as well
as an cducation in the government of this
State.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley)
[11.41 a.m.]: In supporting the vote now
before this Committee, I desire to place on
record my appreciation of the staff of Par-
liament for their unvarving and unfailing
courtesy and assistance, This Parliament 1is
very fortunate in having such a _splendid
staff to carry out the numerous duties we
require of them. No matter what a member
mav require. within reason the staff can be
relied upon to give goocd service and every

M. Brassington.]
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satisfaction. 1 also desire to offer my con-
gratulations to Mr. Speaker for the numerous
improvements effected to this building dur-
ing his occupancy of that position. 1 do so
beeause 1 realise the problems he has had to
meet. It has been my lot on occasions to
differ from Mr. Speaker on certain points,
but whatever my personal opinions may be,
I still feel that T should place on record
my recognition of the good service he has
rendered in that capamtv

Some hon. members opposite have expressed
their desire to revert to the old svstem of
night_sittings. As one who believes in the
principle of day labour and maintaining
progress where that is possible, I desire
to express my opposition to that suggestion
as being unscund. All hon. members on
this side devote the whole of their time
to carrying out their dutics as members of
Parliament. They come down here every
day for that purpose. Therefore, we can
see no definite or sound case for altering the
present system to the well-worn one of sit-
ting at night. Hon. members opposite have
been noted for many years for their argu-
ments in favour of the reintroduction of
that old-time system.

Mr. CrayroN: Not all of us.

. Mr. BRASSINGTON : Most of them. It
s easy to sece why hon. members opposite
favour that system. The recason was given
by the hon. member for Isis this morning
when he referred to the fact that he had
a private income in addition to his salary
as a member of Parliament. It is plain
that the majority of the hon. members
opposite have business interests, and desire
to attend to those interests for the major
portion of the day and attend this Assembly
at night sitting—in other words to devote
the fag end of their intelligence to the
business of the community.

An Opposrtiox MeuBer: That is not so.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Let us cast our
minds over the happenings of past years.
I could rame a large number of members
of the Opposition Party who attended to
their businesses in the city during the carly
part of the day and attended the night sit-
tings of this Fouse, there to give the fag
end of their mchlgen(‘e to the serviees of
their country. 1 am of epinion that whea
a man enters Parliament his duty is to
his full service to the people, ard if it eni~ils
a sacrifice to carry out that ideal, it i« h's
duty to make that sacrifice, and to be here
at all times. He must by virtue of his Nosi-
tion endeavour to satisfy the needs of his
constituents. FHon. members opposite can-
not make a success of their represontation if
they devote portion of the’r time to outside
interests and the remaining portion to parlia-
nent vy duties,

Mr. DaNIEL :
on your side?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. members
referred to are here in this Assembly during
the whole of the sittings, and no argument
can be brought forward by hon. members
opposite to challenge their position.  The
professional men on this side seem to attend
to their affairs outside the House before the
sitting hours cof Parliament, and they are
here plaotlcallv the whole time attending
t» their parliamentary duties. No sound
case has been made out for the resurrection
of a systemn that is dead and gone, and
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conferred no benefit whatever on the State
while it existed.

I support the remarks of the hon. member
for South Brisbane, who this morning did
a great service to this Parliament by placing
before the people many facts concerning the
work of hon. members. There is a general
impression that members of Parliament are
in a fortunate position and are receiving
benefits from the community, holding soft
jobs, and having very little responsibility
to the people. I take this opportunity of
endeavouring to dispel that illusion, and of
saying that if a member of Parliament
carries out his duties conscientiously he
will find ample work to occupy the whole
of the time at his disposal. In my own
case, so far as possible I meet my con-
stituents and—within a re aconable limit as
laid down by the practice of members of
Parliament—do any business they desire me
to transact.

I take exception to the remarks of the
hon, member for Nanango that persons
come here of a type hon. members should
not encourage. [ consider that is unfair and
umeasonable and is more or less a libel on
unfortunate members of the community who
in their extremity must turn to their poli-
tical representatives for advice. I make no
apology to the hon. member for Nanango,
or to anyone else, for the fact that I have
met these people, or for the fact that very
often my humble advice has been the means
of getting for members of that unfortunate
section of the community some better treat-
ment than they had reccived in the past.
Anyone who says it is wrong for a member
of Parliament to do that does not know the
duties of the office. 1If it is wrong for me
to do that I can only say that there is no
other course open to me, because so long as
T am found here as a member of Parliament T
feel it is my duty and responsibility to mect
my consti tuonts and to take as much interest
as I can in their welfare.

Hon. members opposite and the public
must realise that in addition to the necessity
of meeting constituents a responsibility is
placed on many members in connection with
organisations within their electorates. The
general public fail to realise that if hon.
members on this side do not devote a reason-
able portion of their time to party organisa-
tion within their electorates it may not be
possible for the Labour Party to retain the
popularity that it has enjoyed down through
the years. It is part of the duty of a member
of Parliament to give a fair measure of
attenticn to the organisation within his area,
to be loyal to his party, and to see that its
machinery is up to thoe highest point of
cfficiency. I make these romarks because 1
feel that many of our own supporters do
not real'se the importance of that work
and so that the people may know that the
time of & member of Parliament is fully
occupied.

It should also be the duty of a member
of Parliament to give close attention to the
major problems affecting the welfare of the
people. It is their duty to study social
and economic problems with a view to under-
standing them, to obtain a working know-
ledge of parhamentarv procedure, and to
become thoroughly acquainted with the
various mneasures that are introduced from
time to time. Those duties are very
important in themselves.

Mr, O’Kgere: They are the main duties.
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Mr. BRASSINGTON : As the hon. mem-
ber for Cairns interjects, they are the main
duties. A conscientious member will devote
a_ considerable portion of his time to a con-
sideration of these important problems. The
impression is held in certain quarters that
parliamentarians have very little work to
do, but a very good case can be made out
by the conscientious member of Parliament
who endeavours to do his work faithfully
and well.

The impression is also held by a certain
section of the people that the salary paxd
fo an hon. member is out of all reason in
comparison with the services rendered. 1
emphatically assert that the salary is not
excessive, it is little enough. The impression
is also held that hon. members are paid
their salaries frec of income tax—another
mistaken idea that can and should be
refuted. Members of Parliament must pay
their share of taxation in common with
every other citizen in the community. There
is also the mistaken conceptlon oufside that
members of Parliament are in receipt of
uumerous concessions from certain quarters,
but that, too, is not a fact. My experience
as a member of Parliament is that almost
without cxception I have had to pay for my
entertainment. I believe that that is the
sound principle to adopt. As a member of
Parliament I ask for and expect mo con-
cessions from any section or person outside
this Assembly. The financial position of a
member of Parliament should be thoroughly
considered to that a fair and reasonable
salary may be laid down enabling him to
carry out his duties according to the best
traditions of Parliament. Members of Par-
liament are subject to a good deal of misre-
presentation and abuse that they certainly
do not deserve. Before I came into the
Chamber this morning I completed the duty
of replying to a number of requests for
donations. That is onc very important
phase of the calls on members of Parlia-
ment. It is one for which hon. members
are given no credit. Complaint cannot be
made that we enjoy high salaries and at
the same time we must be given credit for
the many calls made on our purses.

There is also the bigger and broader prin-
ciple of Parliament as an institution. In
every country, throughout recent years, a
decided attempt has been made to discredit
and belittle Parliament, In many countries
Parliament has been abolished. We have
in Australia the finest and best form of
government to be found in the world. The
principles of government in this Common-
wealth are the best because they are the
broad generous principles of democracy—
a form of government that must be cherished,
protected, and fought for wherever it is
attacked. It would be a sad day if ever
the efforts succeeded of those in this country
who seek to discredit and destroy Parlia-
ment., It would be a sad day, indeed, if
we had to resort to the system introduced
clsewhere, such as the dictatorships in
Germany and JItaly. T say in all sincerity
that the people of this Commonwealth must
protect themselves from ‘such inflictions. It
is up to the people to recognise their urgent
responsibilities in that direction. Parlia-
mient must be supreme and its rights pre-
served. It is only right that members of
this Parliament should do everything within
their power to uphold the rights of Parlia-
ment and the people in order that this
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institution can be continued in the best
interests of the people. Interested people
can criticise and say what they like. They
can criticise democracy; they can criticise
Parliament. That is their right in a
democracy, but they cannot point to
any better system, they cannot point
to a country that has as good a system
as the party system in Australia. There
is nothing wrong with democracy. There
is  nothing wrong with constitutional
government. All the dogmas that have been
introduced from other countries and the

opinions of democracy that have been voiced
by its opponents are found to have no basis
when it is remembered that democracy must
depend for its very existence on the people’s
will, because it is they who have the power
of electmg representatives to our Parlia-
ments. Boiled down, the principles of
democracy are the people’s most priceless
possession. That standard of Parliament,
the work it accomplishes, and the progress
it makes are but a reflex of the opinions
of the general public. The very high
standard of this Parliament, supported as it
is by the splendid work of ‘the Government,
is a true reflex of the desires of the people
for progressive government. Let me add
this important point: the people cannot
only maintain this democratic system, they
can study its weaknesses d,Ild mprove  it.
The last court of appeal is the people.
Consequently, it is their responsibility to
maintain or improve Parliament as they
desire. I sincerely regret the attempt made
in certain quarters to belittle Parliament
in an attempt to weaken its foundations,
becauac I repeat, the most priceless possos-
sions of the people are democracy and their
right to elect representatives to this Parlia-
ment to make the laws of the country. The
people should realise the onerous tasks that
face members of Parliament. If they do
so, they will appreciate the many difficulties
that confront them, they will admit that
they may have been misguidcd in their views
in the past, and recognise that their repre-
sentatives give their best services to the
State. If we are loyal to this institution
and the people are loyal to it, then it wil
go on indefinitely applying the principles
of democracy in the interests of the people
in a sincere attempt to solve their difficul-
ties. If democracy in Parliament fails to
do that, if a dictatorship or some other
system supersedes it, it will be a poor look
out for the people.

Mr MAHER (West Morcion) [12 noonl:
The hon. member for Enoggera appeared
to think it would be wise if we were to
adopt Monday sittings. As the hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham pointed out, if they
were adopted country members would find
it very difficult to return from their homes
in order to attend the opening of Parlia-
ment on Monday morning. There are only
a few country districts where the train or
bus facilities would enable members to return
on Monday morning in time; consequently
the bulk of the country members would need
to stay in Brisbane for the whole period of
the parliamentary session. I do not think
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Enoggera will commend itself to the com-
monsense of the Committee.

I suggest to the Premicr and the Govern-
ment that they veturn to the svstem of after-
noon and night sittings. I know the Premier

Mr. Maher.
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h.as on different occasions expressed opposi-
tion to evening sittings; but there is very
much to recommend that system.

The PreEMIER: I was in this Parliament
when the House used to adjourn regularly
at 11.30 p.m. I remember sitting from
Wednesday at 3.30 p.m. until Friday morn-

ing. We do not want to go back to that
practice.

_Mr. MAHER: I quite agree with the
Premier. I do not desire to see such a

practice established in this Chamber, but I
venture to say it is quite practicable for
reasonable men to commence the afternoon
session at 2.30 p.n. and rise at 9.30 p.m.,
just as consistently as we are able to com-
mence at 10.30 a.m. and conclude at 5.30
p.m.

The PreMIER: There may be some other
hon. members like you who would prolong
the debate and we should not get the busi-
ness through.

Mr. MAHER : I can assure the hon. gentle-
man that by 9.30 p.m. the bulk of the hon.
men:vers would be disposed to call it a day.
[ think there is a great deal of merit in
the system adopted when the Moore Govern-
ment were in power. That system is more
o less traditicnal with hon. members on
this side of the Chamber.

The argument advanced by the hen. mem-
ber for Fortitude Valley that this is merely
o subterfuge to suit the interests of hon.
meombers of the Opposition who have busi-
ness connections s not altogether ecorrect,
although it may work out that way in some
isolated instances; but in the main my
parliamentary experience leads me to think
that members should have their mornings
free to attend to the large volume of corres-
pondence they receive—particularly country
memhers—and  to  visit the Government
departments. That would also meet the
argument of the hon. member for Enoggera
who said he would like to have Fridays and
Saturdays free in order that he might attend
to the personal calls of his constituents and
not be worried by them whilo Parliament
was sitting. I find it difficult to understand
why Ministers cannot see the virtue of even-
ing sittings, because they would then have
ample time to receive deputations during
the mornings when they would be free from
parliamentary worries.

The Premier: A Minister would receive
deputations at night when the House was
sitting during the day.

Mr. MAHER: He would have the morn-
ing free if Parliament opened in the after-
noon. He then would have the whole after-
noon and the evening to devote to his par-
liamentary duties.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
overtime?

Mr. MAHER: It might impose overtime
conditions on him, but are they not already
imposed on him? In order that a Minister
of the Crown may get through his work aund
attend the sittings of Parliament as well,
does he not have to work overtime either
late at night or early in the morning?

The PREMIER: Sometimes both.
Mr. MAHER: Sometimes both. In fact,
everybody worth while has had to burn the

midnight oil. The individual, in order to
make a success in life, has to expend a
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great amount of energy and show great
determination, and this usually involves the
burning of the midnight o1l He who
watches the clock when at his work is
always the drifter. In all big things of
Life ‘we have to exert ourselves beyond
our desires, and therefore afternoon sittings
should have a great appeal to hon. members
from the standpoint of convenience,

There is anocther factor, related to the
convenience of the public. A great number
of people would like the opportunity of
listening to parliamentary debates. This
they are precluded from doing because of
the day sittings. The vast majority of
people have to attend to their daily work,
and therefore have no chance of attending
a sitting of Parliament, With afternoon
sittings those intcrested would be able to
attend and listen to the proceedings. The
public should be encouraged to take an
interest in the doings of Parliament. They
should be given the opportunity of learning
the different viewpoints of members repre-
serting the two great political parties of the
State. From all standpoints, a great case
has been made out in favour of evening
sittings.

Dealing with the question of the work of
members of Parliament, the term ° parlia-
mentary salary’”’ is something in the nature
of a misnomer. In point of actual fact
the sum of £500 per annum is really a
parliamentary allowance. I am prepared to
say that an hon. member who gives atten-
tion to his electorate and the requirements
of his electors and also the problems con-
fronting this Parliament is not by any means
overpaid at £500 per annum. As a matter
of fact, having regard to the many calls
that are made on him—which are referred
to by the hon. member for Fortitude Valley
—and are inseparable from the work, the
petrol and oil used in his motor car and
and the hire of cars that is necessary from
time to time in order to get over a large
country electorate, heavy inroads are made
in his salary. I must confess it has often
been a problem to me how members with
no other source of income than their parlia-
mentary salaries are able to subsist—that
is, if fhey have the same calls upon them
that I have had. I have no doubt they
have. At the same time the point to be
considered is: is the time opportune? When
the State is prosperous there would be a
case for an increased allowance, but we are
really still in a rather difficult period. In
view of the budgetary position, the need
to keep in view the gencral wellbeing of the
State and the thousands of our fellow citizens
who cannot get a job I find it rather hard

to support an increase in parliamentary
salaries.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

member has exhausted the time allowed

him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. TAYLOR (Knoggera) [12.10 pm.J:
The hon. member for West Moreton has
been pondering over the problem I set
when 1 suggested that Parliament should
sit on certain days of the week so that
other days would be free for the interview-
ing of constituents. I am pleased that my
arguments have caused some discussion. I
knew that my suggestion would not sult
the country members, and if it does not
meet the general convenience, I suggest
that it might be better for Parliament to
commence its session in the second or third
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week of July instead of waiting until Sep-
tember. If we did that, and sat for three
days in each week, we could complete the
work by the time it now takes, without
sitting “double-days.”” That would probably
be a solution of the problem of finding
time to carry out parliamentary duties and
attending to the wants of constituents. The
Government should give some consideration
to the question of opening Parliament
earlier in the year in future.

The TressvrerR: The opening of Parlia-
ment is determined by the end of the finan-
clal vear.

Mr. TAYLOR: I realise that, but it
might be possible to adopt my suggestion
s0 that members might have a little time
to attend to the requirements of their con-
stituents,

My, McLEAN (Bundubsrg) [12.12 pm.] 1
also desire to express my appreciation of
the courteous attention and efficient dis-
charge of their duties by the officers of
Parliament. A point cccurs to me concerning
the dignity of Parliament. Every parlia-
mentarian has a certain amount of dignity
to preserve. I believe that a great deal
more dignity could be observed by members
of Parliament without in any way ceasing
to be affable to their constituents. You.
Mr. Hanson, the Temporary Chairman, and
My, Speaker, would be greatly assisted if
the inane, senseless, and personal iaterjec-
tions that are thrown acrcss this Chamber
were to cease, so that we could attend to
the business of the State. (Opposition
taughter.) The hon. member for Dalby
laughs. He is the greatest offender of them
all, and I do not desive to see the repetition
of a display of political larrikinism such
as was given by a woman who chained her-
self to the gallery—an incident with which
the hon. wmember for Dalby was closely
associated.

. M~ GonrFrey Moreax : That is an absolute
ie.

Mr. McLEAN: The hon, member for

Dalby was closely astociated with that
incident. ’
The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 ask the

hon. member for Dalby to withdraw the
word ‘‘lie.”

M. GoprREY Moraan : I ask that the hon.
member for Bundaberg withdraw the state-
ment that I was associated with that incident.
I had nothing whatever to do with it.

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. member
to withdraw the word ‘lie.”

Mr. GoprrEY Morcan: I withdraw the
word “He,” and I ask that the hon. mem-
ber for Bundaberg withdraw his statement.
I had nothing whatever to do with that
incident.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for
Dalby has denied the accusation made
against him by the hon. member for Bunda-
berg. I ask the hon. member for Bundaberg
to withdraw that accusation.

Mr. McLEAN: I am basing my state-
ment on the fact that the hon. member
for Dalby was associated with this woman
for one hour prior to her advent into this
Assembly. Whilst he was speaking in this
Chamber he cast his eyes up to that woman,
he smiled

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member for Dalby has denied association
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with that incident, and I ask the hon. mem-
ber for Bundaberg to withdraw the asser-
tion.

Mr. McLEAN : I withdraw the statcment,
but I still desire to say that I was influenced
in making %hat statement by the fact that
the hon. member for Dalby was in this
woman’s company for one hour prior to her
coming into this Chamber,

Mr. MAHER: Are you a private detective?
(Laughter.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, McLEAN: If our friend were as
intelligent as he is humorous he would be
the genius of this Chamber. I do not desire
to see this larrikinism displayed in the
Assembly, and I believe that the dignity of
Parliament could be raised a great deal if
members would restrict themselves to the
performance of the duties they are called
here to perform.

Mr., GODFREY MORGAN (Dulby) [12.16
p.m.]: I desire to say, Mr. Hanson, that the
statement made by the hon. member that
Mrs. Solly had scen me that morning, as
she had seen me on many occasions, is
perfectly correct.

Mr. WALKER: She had seen me that morn-
ing. too.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Mrs. Solly
has come to me on many occasions and I
have made it my duty to see her. It is
ridiculous to suggest that I had anything
to do with the incident referred to. ¥You
might as well blame the hon. member for
Cooroora, who was in her company after I
was. So far as smiling at her 1s concerned,
I can honestly say I did not know the woman
was in the gallery when I was delivering
my speech. [ was not associated with the
incident in any way.

Hox. . POLLOCK (Gregory) [12.17
p.m.]: T wisk to thank hon. memb rs on
behalf of the officers of the House, who are
unable to express their personal appreciation,
for the very many kind things said of them.
As to myself, as the principal officer of the
House, I do not quite know whether the lack
of criticism was due to satisfaction with the
work that has been done or whether it was
an indication of a belief that it is not much
use trying to get me to do anything. I
prefer to believe that the former was the
general spirit prevailing.

An interesting matter, which was raised
by the hon. member for Dalby, concerus the
oxistonce of borers in the parquetry floors.
First of all, the real idea of laying parquetry
floors in this building does not seem to have
been fully appreciated even by some mem-
bers of Parliament.

Mr. GoprFreY MoRGAN : Especially by those
members who have fallen hard!

Hox. G. POLLOCK: Probably so. The
truth is that after investigation into the
costs of putting new linoleum in this build-
ing, and comparison with the costs of other
forms of flooring, it was found, to my
amazement, that the very best parquetry,
which is almost everlasting, was only about
20 per cent. dearer than linoleum. 'The
parquetry within this House is composed
entirely of Queensalnd hardwood. It 1is
three-eighths of an inch thick, tongued and
grooved, and held to the main floor by 2
couple of centre-punched secret nails in each
piece. That floor, although only 20 per

Hon. G. Pollock.]
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cent. dearer than linoleum, will be here, I
believe, as long as the House is here.
Linoleum has an effective useful life of only
five years, so that there is a tremendous
economy.

In the second place, in these days of
unemployment it is important to remember
that 75 per cent. of the cost of parquetry
flooring = goes into paying the labour
employed 1in laying it within the House, and
the other 25 per cent. is spent upon Queens~
fand timber, whereas most linoleum is
brought from elsewhere.

Further than that, there is the advantage
of having in Parliament FHouse—a place
scen by thousands of visitors from our own
State and from abroad every year—a floor
that can be a show floor for the whole of the
State, to give people from outside an idea
as to the worth of our timbers and their
utility. Although there have been one or
two accidents on the floors I believe that in
the long run the work will have been well
worth while for the State. The main idea
behind the laying of the parquetry floors
was to show what beautiful furnishings could
be manufactured from our hardwood tunbers
and it is very doubtful if there are parquetrv
floors in any other part of Australia so
beautiful as some of those in Parliament
House. Who would have believed, for in-
stance, tnat the much-maligned and very
common blue gum could make the beautiful
corridor floors in this building ? It has been
an object lesson not only to me, but I
believe to every other hon. member and to
visitors from other parts of Australia and
abroad.

The parquetry floor was laid down by
Wilson Hart and Co., of Maryborough.
Naturally, the Speaker a,lwaw has to give an
ear to Government policy and if it had been
practicable the job would have been carried
out by day labour. But the Department of
Public Works has no parquetry experts, nor
has it any machinery for the job. There is
not, sufficient demand for this type of work to
warrant its setting up an expert flooring
staff. So it was decided to entrust the work
to men who knew how to do the job. And
they did it well. They were very careful in
carrying out their work, they took a pride
in it, and they went to endless trouble to
give us a job that would be an advertise-
ment not only for the State but also for
their own company in Marvborough. I
think any unbiased man will admit that they
succeeded to an admirable degree.

Tt seems to me very unlikely that borers
were introduced into this building with the
timber. I should like to mention that therc
are approximately 80,000 small parquetry
boards in the floors of this building, but only
one out of those 80,000 has been found to be
affected by boxcl- and that one twelve
months after the floors were laid. It is only
about three weeks ago that the floor polisher
drew my attention to the fact that borers
were present in one small piece of hoard in
the billiard room floor. He discovered their
presence as a result of his usual practice of
making a very careful inspection of the
floors cach morning. He noticed that saw-
dust appeared to have come from tiny gimlet
holes in the board. There were plobabl»
80 to 100 borers in that one piece of wood.
It was removed. the immediate ':ulroundmm
were poisoned, and the board replaced. It is
unlikely that there will be any further
inroads by borers, but if there are we can
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safely Jeave the floors in the hands of this
man, who was one of the gang of parquetry
layers before he applied for the position of
floor polisher. It is ridiculous to create
the impression that the attacks by borers in
the parquetry floor are widespread, when it
is remembered that only one out of the

80,000 boards was affected. After a very
thorough and carcful examination it was
discovered that there were three other

boards containing flight holes, that is, holes
made by borers when they made their exit
from the wood, probably in the log, at a
certain stage of their lives. Those holes had
been plugged with polish prior to being
laid. These boards are not infected by
borers, but, obviously, they werc infected
at one time. It seems hardly likely that
there is any considerable number of borers,
or, indeed, any borers now in the parquetry
floor. Before the flooring was laid it was
treated specially in the k]ln of the Fmestry
Sub-Department. That is to sax, each piece
of timber was subjected to the application
of heat and seasoned and tested under the
“blinker >’ process until it was found to
contain only 10 per cent. of moisture. The
process removed almost all of the moisture
from the timber. The same result is
achieved as in the seasoning of timber that
has been left in the driest portions of
Western Queensland for two or three years.
The floors would be unlikely, after having
been submitted to that preparation, to con-
tain any borers or insect life of any kind.
It is reasonable to assume that the borers
were in the main floor before the parquetry
was laid, or that they infected this board
by flight from elsewhere. That frequently
happens. A person may erect a house and
carefully inspect each piece of timber before
it is fitted and discover a few months after-
wards that borers have infected it.

Mr. Crayrox : They can be introduced inte
a house in a load of firewood.

Hox. G. POLLOCK: At any rate, 1
believe that the slight coat of wax that has
been applied to the parquetry floors will act
as a preventive of the incursion of any
insect life. I am not afraid of any difficulty
in this matter.

There is a good deal in the point raised
by the hon. member for West Moreton as
to the difficulty experienced in walking on
the floors. I have given a good deal of
attention to it. Those of us who are in the
building regularly get into the habit of

making a perfect “ pancake landing ™ and
have no diffculty in walking around it.
People who walk in from the street and
imagine that they can walk along the
parquetry floors in the same careless way

without minding their steps as they do
outside, are apt to come to grief. In order
to minimise that difficulty as much as

possible I have had notices prepared and
placed at every entrance warning the people
of the danger of skidding on the floors, In
order to remove that possibility it would
be necessary to place rubber strips along the
whole of the corridors. I am satisfied that
would not be very effective unless they
covered the whole width of the corridor. The
whole of the beautiful parquetry flooring
would then be concealed. Otherwise immedi-
ately onc left the centre strip hs would be
just as prone to slip on the polished floor
as though no strip was there at ail. 1 do
not believe that difficulty can be overcome
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unless the parquetry floor is removed alto-
gether. I would not recommend that.
People walking around the building can,
with proper care and a little thought, avoid
few claims for damages.

Mr. MagErR: We shall probably have a
tew claims for damages.

IHox. ¢ POLLOCK : I do not think we
shall.  We have exhibited notices warning
visitois that they must beware of the polished
floors, that they are slippery. In any case
we can  easily overcome that difficulty.
Personally, I bolieve the floors are worth
while and unless the House asks me to do it,
I should not dream of altering them for
reasons 1 have already mentioned.

There is no doubt that much useful work
can be done round Parliament House in the
future. The people who built Parliament
House gave us a building of which we can
all be proud. They built well. They buils
the best Parliament House in all Australia.
At all events, with the exception of the
Federal Parliament House at Canberra,
which I have not seen, I have not seen its
equal. The Parliament House of Queensland
stands out as a piece of Romanesque archi-
tecture without peer in the State Parliament
Houses of Australia. It would be to our
everlasting discredit if we allowed such a
beautiful building to fall again into the
disrepair that it reached prior to 1932. It
is the duty of hon. members to see that it
is kept in its present state of repair and
that improvements are made from time to
time. There are still rooms in the building
that have to be painted. I expect to be able
to undertake that work as funds are avail-
able, commencing during the present recess.
I have chosen that time because Parliament
will not be sitting—which is important—and
also because our seasonal industries come to
a close about the end of the year and it is
desirable to provide as much employment as
possible at that period. 1 believe a good
purpose will be served in many respects by
having that work undertaken early in the
New Year. That will complete the renova-
tion of the interior of the building.

The conduct of members of Parliament,
the visits of constituents to them and other

associated subjects are matters that lie
within the jurisdiction of hon. members
themselves. I have often felt—I am only

giving my personal viewpoint—that no man
would come into a court and ask to interview
a juryman during the time that juryman
was sitting on a case, nor would he ask a
judge to leave his ordmdry duties during the
hearing of a case in order to attend to him.
If hon. members wish to overcome the diffi-
culty caused by the number of visitors, many
of whom perhaps desire to see members in
regard to trivial matters—although some
people come here to see members on very
important matters, and in many cases this 1s
the only place to whlch they can come to see
a member—it is merely a matter of carrying
a resolution and asking me to give the
necessary instruction to prevent people from
coming here to interview members during
sitting hours. If that were done the diffi-
culty would arise of discriminating between
ordinary visitors who wished to listen to
proceedings in Parliament and have an inter-
view with a member on a malter of consc-
quence while they were here, and those who
merely came here—as so many do at times.
unfortunately—to make themselves a nuisance
to members of Parliament. The matter could

[17 OcTOBER.]

Supply. 6563
only be arranged if hon. members came to
an understanding that unless it was a case
of cmergency or urgency they would not
interview visitors during the period when
the House was sitting. If that arrangement
were arrived at I should have to do my
best to see that it was carried out—and 1t
might not be a bad scheme. On our peak
day we had 320 visitors. That would be a
large number of people to be visiting Parlia-
ment when it was sitting; and undoubtedly
that wumber of visitors would seriously
interfere with the concentration of members
on whatever work may be in hand.

At 12.32 p.m.,

Mr. Kine (Maree), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Hon. G. POLLOCK: Any alteration in
the present system 1is a matter for hon.
members, and I must accept their instruc-
tions in that respect.

I do not think there is anything more 1
can usefully add, Mr. King, except to thank
hon. members for the co-operation they have
given me during the past four years or so
and to express the hope that if they have
any ideas at any time for an improvement
in the conditions surrounding Parliament
House or the conditions under which hon.
members perform their duties, I have a room
to which every hon. member is welcome to
come at any time he pleases to tell me those
ideas—and perhaps hear my ideas on the
matter if I do not agree with him. I do
welcome ideas, and in this respect I wish
to use this fact as an illustration. I have
heard a number of arguments in regard to
the white lines in Queen street—and this is
soniewhat of a digression, but it is for the
purpose of illustration—and the way people
were compelled to walk across them for a
time. I am not concerned with that because
I realise that behind it all—this may or
may not be a tribute to the Home Secrctary
—is the fact that the man who is controlling
that department has ideas of his own or is
willing to listen to ideas. When good ideas
are put into practice they will remain; the
bad ideas will always be laughed out by
the public. Some men are not afraid of new
ideas and not afraid of trying ones in
regard to which they have some little doubt.
I welcome the co-operation of hon. members
in the direction of improving the surround-
ings of Parliament House.

Mr. KANE (Eust Toowoomba) {12.35
p.m.]: It is a very charming experience
to hear p'uhaanentan'ms saying such plca~
sant things about themselves and probails
I should have much preferred to remain in
the role of listener had it not been for the
unusual circumstances in which I find
myself—almost in accord with the senti-
ments expressed by members of the Opposi-
tion. The opportunity to express myself
on this matter may not occur agam When
hon. members spoko about the time parla-
mentary salaries were reduced it appearcd
to me as though there was a leaking out
of the truth. One can visualise the Opposi-
tion, then in government, getting togethm
and, accmdmg to their own admission, say-
ing, ¢ We will reduce parlmmen’rarv salarics
because we can live without them.” Thex
set a standard of a two-man job for a one-
man salarv. This morning thes say it is
impossible to live upon then p.nlmmvn ary
salaries without other sources of ircome

Mr. Kane]
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from other occupations. An hon. member
very grac,ously admitted that he could not
live on his parliamentary salary and it
would he very difficult for him to carry on
without another source of income. His
admission is capable of two interpretations:
either the amount he receives from Par-
liament is less than his worth, oi the amount
he rdeeives from other sources is more
than his worth. In addition to metropolitan
members and country members, there 1s a
third class that cannot be included under
either of these headings—those members
who represent the larger towns situated in
the country. The expenses of weekly visits
to the capital are the greatest drain on
their limited salaries. For that reason alone,
without any other, I say the existing sala,ry
of £500 per annum, less reductlony is
totally inadequate for members. I do not
wish to be misunderstood. Cities like Rock-
hampton, Bundaberg, Ipswich, and Too-
woomba nccessitate weekly visits from their
representatives in Parliament, Those mem-
bers who have such cities in their arcas repre-
sent conglomerate electorates. We have
to combine the duties of both metropolitan
and country representatives. During our
sojourn in the country centres we have our
town callers, and I make the request that
the Government provide in each of the
cities for the use of members accommoda-
tion reasonably comparable with that sup-
plied to metropolitan members in this
building. We do not ask for anything quite
so grand, but there is a vast difference
hetween the standard of the appointments
and conveniences provided in this building
for the convenience of members and that
which we perforce find for ourselves in our
country centres. I certainly appreciate the
appointments in this building and the
courtesy and the help afforded me in the per-
formancs of my numerous duties as a repre-
sentative of the people, but it would be some
measure of consolatmn for comparative incon-
venience in the country if at least suitable
accommodation were provided in country
centres. Tt is necessarv that a country
member should frequently visit the various
portions of his electorate.  These visits
entail the expenditure of a good deal of
time and energy and finarce. One also needs
a anotor car, a typewriter. and many other
facilities in crder to deal adequately with the
numerous Imatters brought under his notice.
Certainly in an eleetorate of the size of
West Morcton it may not be so difficult
to visit one’s constituents, but it certainly
takes time and involves expense in most
couniry clectorates, I am very glad I have
the support of the hon. member for West
Moreton in my complaint regarding the
conditions provided for country members as
against those for metropolitan representa-
tives, and also as regards the absence of
a travelling allowance, Frequently country
members are called upon to visit the capital
iu the interests of their constituents.

Mr. ()TEDSO\T (Ipswich) [12.40 p.m.]:
I take this opportunity of voicing my appre-
ciation of the work performed by the staff
of Parliament House and also to draw
attention to the need for further accommo-
dation for members in this Chamber. No
provision 1s made for the safe custody of
papers. Hon. members will have to devote
seventeen days to a discussion on the Esti-
tmates but we have no facilities wherein to
store our papers in the Chamber. Neither
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tables nor lockers are provided. Papers
required by hon. members are spread out
all over the seats. I would point out that
lockers could be placed beneath the seats.
A man sometimes has a speech ready, or
notes for a speech, but has to wait for two
or three days before getting an opportunity
to make that speech., His papers either lie
about the floor or are taken into another
room, Our surroundings would be much
tidier and more dignified if such papers
were kept in small drawers underneath
our seats instead of being scattered all over
the floor. A small desk could be provided
on which our papers could be ready for use
at any time. I ask the Chief Secretary to
consider the matter

Ho~n. G. POLLOCK (Gregory) [12.41
p.m.}: I have already given a great deal
of consideration to the question of re- design-
ing this Chamber to permit of members
having desks in front of them. The Depart-
ment of Public Works, to whom I gave a
perfectly free hand in ‘the matter of formu-
lating such a scheme, was unable to arrive
at any satisfactory conclusion. 1t is true
that by removing the bar facing the Chair,
taking away the partition bchind the back
cross benches, and putting the bar at the
stained glass door sufficient accommodation
with desks could be provided for hon.
members, but no allowance could be made
to enable all members to sit with their
respective parties, on, say, the right or left
hand side of the Speaker. The great diffi-
culty is that while by taking away the
raised platforms on which the tiers of
benches are placed and extending the area
of the Chamber further back, sufficient
accommodation could be provided for thirty-
two hon. members on each side of the
House, great difficulty would arise in the
event of a party of overwhelming numbers
occupying one side of the House. Some
hon. members of the Government Party
would have to be prepared to sit on the
Opposition cross benches in order to make
such a scheme practicable. The real truth
is that this Chamber is too small for desk
purposes. While I gave consideration to
the question of providing a box for each
hon. member, in which to keep his papers.
T realised that unless those boxes were made
of leather, there would be the continuous

noise of opening and shutting them, and
the place would probably be turned into
something resembling ¢ Bedlam.” 1 am

prepared to consider any suggestions. 1
have given careful attention to the matter.
and have not been able to find anybody
capable of designing a satisfactory system.
If any one can do that, I am prepared to
do the rest.

Ttem (Legislative Assembly) agreed to.

PrevtER AND CHIEF SECRETARY’S
DEPARTMENT.

CHIEF OFFICE.
The PREMIER (Hon, W.

Mackay): T move—
“That £12,425 be granted for ¢ Premier

and Chief Secvetary’s Department-—
Chief Office.” ”

Mr. MOGRE (dubigny) [12.45 pm.]:
The Premier did not give us any informa-
tion as to the imercese in this vote. 1
notice an increase of four clerk-typists and
also a new departure, by way of a publicity
officer at £525. It seems to me quite a new

Forgan Smith,
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idea for the Government to have a public-
ity officer and four typists to boost what
the Government have done. Surely deeds
ought to speak for themselves! Surely it
should not be necessary to have a publicity
officer merely for the purpose of giving a
boost to the Government for every mortal
thing that is dome, and contributing to the
Press throughout Queensland articles poini-
ing out what an advantage it is to have a
remarkable man like Mr. Forgan Smith as
Premier |

The PrEmiEr: It is self-evident.

. Mr. MOORE: If it is self-evident, why is
1t necessary to spend £525 on a publicity
officer ?

The PreMIiER: It is not. 'That is
where you are making the mistake.
is not his job.

Mr. MOORE: I could understand if it
were a question of defending the Secretary
for Public Lands from the consequences of
the statements he made, or from attacks on
Ministers who used official cars for sending
their families about on trips.

The PREMIER : You did that yourself. You
ran your car for miles more than I have
ever done.

Mr, MOORE : Only on business! But the
hon. gentleman knows that I was not refer-
ring to him at all. He knows that publicity
was given to the fact that one car was
three or four times outside the State with
the Minister's relatives. I am speaking,
however, of the publicity officer and the
increase in the number of clerk-typists.
Presumably the latter are for the purpose
of typing the effusions of the publicity
officer.

The PmemiEr: They are required entirely
by reason of the fact that the Premier is
also the Treasurer. You were not.

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer’s office still
has its complement of typists as before.
There is no reduction there.

The PreMizr: There is an increasc in the
amount of work,

. Mr. MOORE: The Premier, in introduc-
ing this vote, did not give any explanation,
and from my small knowledgo of the depart-
ment I assumed that there was not work
for these extra clerk-typists unless they were
to do that extra work for the publicity
officer. To my mind it is a wrong prin-
ciple, and I do not know whether it is done
in other places. A suggestion was made
that I should have a publicity officer, but
I turned it down at once. i

just
That

The PrEMiER: Your idea is to forhid
publicity.
Mr. MOORE: 1 was never afraid of

publicity for anything that the Government
did, but I did not think it was necessary to
appoint a publicity officer—whose job is to
give the people certain coloured information
in a way that will be most useful for purposes
of Government propaganda. Everybody
knows what the Government are doing; we
have a most alert Press, and all the facts
are brought out in that way. This officer
is apparently required for the purpose of
giving unfavourable information in a favour-
able light in order that the people may get
a wrong conception of what is actually being
done, and for the purpose of boosting the
Government. It seems rather a needless
expenditure that the taxpayers of this
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country should be called upon to meet. We
have our publicity officers in the Tourist
Bureau to advertise Queensland, and we
have the ordinary expenditure of the Govern-
ment in the public interests, but it is a
different thing altogether to have an officer
there in the Government’s interest. I suppose
the Premier would suggest that anything
in the Government interest would be in
the public interest, but we may differ on
that point.

Mr. TavrLor: The point is that the people
do not differ, even though you might.

Mr. MOORE: Is it the duty of the pub-
licity officer to place views before the people
in such a way that they may gain the
impression that the present Government are
the most wonderful Government that ever
were, that the members of the Government
are the most wonderful and the most intelli-
gent that ever controlled the destinies of
Queensland ? Hon, members opposite might
appreciate that sort of boost, but I am
just wondering where the value to the
community comes in. The people ought to
be able to judge for themselves as to the
capacity and the capabilities of the Govern-
ment, without the assistance of a publicity
officer continually boosting them by sayving
what wonderful fellows they are.

Mr. TavLor: You are telling the story
now that you should have told when you
first got up.

Mr. MOORE: I am trying to get some
information. I can imagine no other reason
for the appointment of a publicity officer
at £525 per annum than that he is there
to say what a good Government we have
in Queensland. He certainly would not be
there to say that they werc a poor Govern-
ment, and their legislation was detrimental
to the people of the State.

Mr. Tavror: You are stressing the obvious;
why waste your time?

Mr. MOORE: If it is obvious that the
Government are doing so well, then what is
the object of paying a man £525 per annum
to say so?

Mr. TavrLor interjected.

Mr. MOORE: Does the hon. member
mean the honest man? T should not have
to go very far in this Chamber to find an
honest man. I should be able to go any-
where in the Chamber, in broad daylight,
and find quite a number—at least I hope
that I could. I do not want to infer that
hon. members opposite are not carrying oug
their duty. All that I want to know 1is
why it should be necessary to appoint a
special man to say that they are doing
their job so well?

The Preamier: I will tell you all about it
later on.

Mr. MOORE: It certainly requires some
explanation., An amount of £7,350 is required
for Ruropean cablegrams, railway fares and
freights, printing, stationery, etc., incidental
and miscellaneous expenses. In answer to a
question the other day the Premier said that
his department had provided a special train
for the purpose of conveying members of
the Labour Convention from Maryborough
to a picnic at Pialba. That was a very
pleasing thing to do, but is there any rcason
why money contributed by the taxpayvers to
the Chief Secretary’s Department for public
purposes should be used to provide a special
train to convey members of the Labour

Mr. Moore)
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Conventicn to a picnic at Pialba? He cer-
added that he would give consideration
to a stmilar request from a body of sufficient
importance in the future.

The Premier: The Government provided
a special train for the sugar technologists.

Mr. MOCRE: They were visitors,

The PreMiER: Not all of them.

AMr. MOORE: The sugar technologists
were visitors from all over the world, and
wo were delighted to give them an oppor-
lunlw to see Quecnsland. Nobody would
cavil at public expenditure for that purpose.
It 1s recognised when nmportant visitors
from the other side of the world visit
Gueensland the Government should extend
hospitality to them. That 1is partly to
advertise the State, to show them as much
as possible, allow them to travel in com-
fort, so that when they leave Quecnsland
they will become ambassadors for this State.
The Premier extends the courtesy of free
passes to such visitors.  The sugar tech-
nologists were highly interested in the sugar
industry.  They were interested in the
different methods of sugar cultivation and
production. No one cavils at the hospitality
extended to such visitors. But it 1s very
different when a free picunic jaunt is organised
for a party political convention, and a
train is chartered for that special purpose!
t was only done for the purpose of making
the Premier and his Government popular
with those people. Some years ago the
delegates attending the annual confelence
of the Local Authorities’ Association in Bris-
bane were taken down the bay on the
“Lucinda”’ or “Koopa’ and entertained by
the Home Secretary. That practice has
been abandoned for a number of ycars on
the score of cxpense, but whilst it was in
existence that expense was incurred by the
Government to entertain a number of volun-
tary workers in the important sphere of
local government. Those delegates come
from all parts of the State. The Govern-
ment cannot see their way to entertain these
delegates suitably to-day, yet they charter
a special train to take the delegates attend-
ing the Labour-in-Politics Convention to a
pun‘ at Pialba. It seems incongruous.

Then there is an irerease in the vote, and
no sugar technologists are coming to the

State this year. This extra provision of
£500 in incidental expenses is apparently

picnic. We

going to be used for a further
expenditure

can anticipate a little larger
this year for that purpose. When that
happens the publicity officer, in order to
popu!ari\o the Government, will write up
the gathering and dilate upon the ddlgh[
fulness of the pienie, how the Ministers
were conspicuous at the gathering, what
wonderful specches were made, and what a
woenderful  advantage  Queensland  derives
from such a convention. It might all dove-
tail very nicely, but where is the advantage
to the community ? The Government should
hiave no such position as a publicity officer;

their  administration should speak  for
itself. “Good wine mneeds mno bush.”
Sppdrent]v the wine is a little inferior

when £5625 is needed for a publicity officer
to tell the people outside not what 15 going
on, but what the Government would like
the people to think is going on, even thmlgh
it may be a little different from the actual
facts. Some reason should be given for
appointing this official, and some explana-
tion of the advantage the community 1s to
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get out of it. I am not anxious to hear
what advantage the Government will get out
of it. 1 can understand that. In fact, I
have scen some of the articles that have
been written by this officer. Some of them
are contributed to the Press with no name,
as if they were written by some grateful
constituents who had only just discovered
what an excellent Government we have, and
how pleased they are with it. Other articles
are signed by the publicity officer. Some
arc quite good—in fact, the articles concern-
ing the Barrier Reef as a tourist resort are
very interesting—but those articles are only
a side issue. The principal duty of this
officer is to write up the varicus Ministers
and the Government, to let the people seo
how fortunate they were at the last election
in returning men who are so anxious to
do mely(hmg in their power to meet their
desives, atnd to show theri that everything
is being done in the Lest possible way.

Mr. O’Krere: What is wrong with that?
There is nothing wrong with that.

Mr. MOORE : Not if you pay for it out
of your own pocket. 1 have no objection
if hon. members opposite pat their hands
into their pockets and pay a publicity
officer £525 a year to boost their Govern-
ment. The systemn of publicity agent; con-
jures up rather horrifying pOS:]bl ities.
\\ hen the State publicity officer gocs down
to the Loan Council we read in the Press
how Mr. Smith dominated the conference,
and later on we find in the Sydney ¢ Morn-
ing Herald,” that Mr. Stevens dominated
the conference, According to the reports it
would appear that no other Premiers were
there. This system of having publicity
agents is Inew.

At 2 pm.,

The CHATRMAX resumed the chair.

The Premizr: Mr, Stevens paid me a lot
of compliments.

Mr. MOORE :

it was a case of,

T think

““You scrat~h my back and I will seratch
rs.”  KWach Minister indulges In  pub-
stunts. The Secretary for Pubhc

Ldnd: has indulged in publicity by pointing
ont what he is doing, but the King of all
the publicity agents is the Seccretary for
Agriculture. He advertises the same activ-
ity day after day and the people wonder
where the money is coming from for all
these enterprises. The Secretary for Labour
and Industry docs the same th ng, and the
Secrctary for Public Works too.

A GoVERNMENT MpMBER: Ycu arc not oo
bad yourselv

Mr., MOORE: We
speak for themselves.
licity officor reully entaiis an unnecossary
expenditure because so much pubhmtv N
given to the actions of Ministers through
the Press; and I do not know that any
advantage will be gained by the community
having a publicity officer attached to the
Chief Secretary’s Office.

I desire to point out—and I do not know
whether the Chief Seceretary can do any-
thing—that  the various departmental
reports are very late, and hon. members
have not the necessary information to erable
them to deal with the Istimates. Last
year we¢ did not ger the report of the
Deparment of Agriculture and Stork until
after the scssion was ended. This year we
have not got the Auditor-General’s Report,

leave oupr actions to
The position of pub-
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the report of the Department of Pubiic
T.ands, or that of the Department of Public
Works.

The PreEmier: The report of the Depart-
ment of Public Works was tabled the other
day.

Mr. MOORE: We have the report of the
Srate Advances Corporation.

The Premier: If you lock at yesterday
morning’s paper you will find an account
of the activities of the Department of Public
Works.

Mr., MOORE:
vet.

The Premizr: One hon. member oppo-
site appeared to have got the report of a
commission before it was printed.

Mr. MOORE: At the commencement of
the session Mr. Speaker said he anticipated
we should get the Auditor-General’s report
about the same time as we got it last year,
which was about 17th October. It would
he of assistance to hon. members if they
had the various departmental reperts before
the discussion on the Estimates took place.

The PremMiER: The Chief Secretary’s
Department does not publish a report.

Mr. MOORE : The Auditor-General comes
within the Chief Secretary’s Department.

The PreEmIER: I have nothing to do with
that report; that is made to Mr. Speaker,
aud not to me.

Mr. MOORE: I was not suggesting the
Premier had anything to do with the com-
pilation of that report, but the Audit Office
comes under his department. I was only
suggesting that if it were possible we should
be supplied with the Auditor-General’s report
and the various departmental reports as soon
as possible because it would be of great
advantage when discussing the Estimates.
The Treasurer’s Tables and Estimates do
not contain details. The Premier has the
inside information when going through the
Treasurer’s Tables and looking through the
trust accounts.

The Premier : T will give you all informa-
tion on that when we come to it.

Mr. MOORE: I should like the informa-
tion before we come to it. It is rather
difficult for us. The Premier gives us that
information in the Chamber, but we should
have it before.

The PreMirR : You receive all the financial
tables.

Mr. MOORE: There are no details. The
items are shown in lump sums. Take for
instance the Forestry and Lumbering Account,
then take the Trust Account, and also the
Loan Account under that heading, and endea-
vour to make a reconciliation. It is a most

difficult thing to do if one desires to follow
the position intelligently. We find that the
Secretary for Public Lands has handed over
to consolidated revenue the largest amount
of timber receipts in the history of the
State.  On investigation we discover that
the expenditure is more than the revenue
as shown in the Trust Account. It is difficu’t
to arrive at the correct position. Had we
the opportunity of perusinz the Auditor-
General’s report we could obtain some idea
23 to the true position. If the issue of the
upmt could be speeded up it would be of
the gleatest assistance to members, parti-
cularly in any discussion on the Estimatos.

We have not reecived it
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I am aware that there are difficulties. I
am not suggesting that they are being held
back. It may be that all that is needed is
a word to the departments concerned that
other work should be put aside for the time
heing and attention concentrated on the
reports, and that they be issued in time to
allow of their being used in the discussion
on the Estimates. Even from the point of
view of the Ministers of the various depart-
ments it would be better were the Opposi-
tion to have the reports prior to the dis-
cussion of the relevant Estimate. It would
be an advaniage also to hon. members on
the Government benches. With the reports
at hand we should not be so liable to crr as
otherwise. It is important that we should
have reports as soon as possible.

The PreMmiEr: I quite agree with you.

My, MOORE: I am hoping that the
Auditor-General’s report will be to hand
this week. Mr. Speaker said that it would
be provided about the same time as it was
issued last year. That would be the current
week. It is difficult to go through the intri-
cate accounts of the various departments
unless one is fortified with the intimate
details given by the Auditor-General in his
veport.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [2.8 p.m.]: The Leader of the
Opposition has raised the question of the
issuc of the reports of the varlous depart-
ments, particularly that of the Auditor-
tteneral, I would remind the hon. gentle-
man that the Auditor-General’s report is
wmade to Parliament and not to the Premier
or any member of the Government. Under
the Audit Act the Auditor-General is an
officer of Parliament and not of any depart-
ment. No doubt the information given by
Mr. Speaker recently is an indication as to
when the report will be tabled. Perhaps it
will be during the current or at the com-
mencement of the following week.

The hon. gentleman raised the question of
the appointment of a publicity officer and the
provision for four typists on the Estimates
of the Chief Secretary’s Department. Deal-
ing first of all with the four typists, these
are not new appointments but this is the
first year they have been charged to the
Chief Secretary’s Department. Hon. mem-
bers know that I am Treasurer as well as
Chief Secretary. The two departments are
housed in different buildings, and it does
not suit my convenience to pass between the
Treasury Building and the Executive Build-
ing in the performance of the duties of my
dual offices. The duties of Premier are
distinct from those of Treasurer, but I find
it necessary to do the Treasury work in the
Chief Secretary’s office. For example, take
the deputations that I received in connec-
tion with loans to local authorities and other
public bodies. Such deputations must be
reported. I have the assistance of the
Secretary for Public Instruction, who takes
a fair number of these deputations, but the
major ones I take myself. In dealing with
Treasury matters it is absolutely necessary
that complete details of the deputations be
recorded, and particularly the replies made
by the Treasurer. If this is not done there
may be a controversy as to whether or mnot
the Treasurer promised something or other-
wise, particularly so when it is a question
in connection with subsidy-loans. Every hon.
member knows that we are no longer paying
a 50 per cent. subsidy on new loans, When

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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the new policy was announced we pointed
out that where promises of 50 per cent.
subsidies had already been made, those
promises would be honoured. If there were
no records in my office of what I said to
those deputations there might be many dis-

putes as to the true position. A local
authority comes to me for a loan. After
getting approval, and only then, does it
prepare plans and specifications. It may

decide to call public tenders for the work,
and in many cases I have known morc
than a year to elapse between the approval
of the loan and the commencement of the
work. So that I point out to hon. members
generally that while these officers have been
in the Chief Secretary’s Department for a
number of years, their salaries have been
charged to the departments from which they
were scconded. Some of those typists have
been seconded from the Treasury and some
from the Taxation Department, but all are
officers of my department. This year we
are appointing them definitely to the Chief
Secretary’s Department, and they will be
officers of that department, but that has no
connection with the appointment of a
publicity officer. He has the use of a typist,
just the same as the chief clerk or any other
officer of the department.

The Leader of the Opposition tried to be
facetious_ when dealing with the publicity
officer. I was very plessed to see him in
that humour. It is much better to see the
Leader of the Opposition merry and bright
than wilting under the conviction of his
sins, However, be that as it may. The
publicity officer for the Government was
not appointed for the purpose of boosting
the Government. He has numerous duties,
comprising all the publicity work necessary
for the State of Queensland. For example,
the control of advertising in the State is in
the Chief Secretary’s Department. It is
this publicity officer’s duty to write adver-
tisements for newspapers or periodicals.
There has been an improvement in the
stvle of those advertisements and therc has
been and will be a great reduction in costs.
Where there is no reduction in costs we are
gaining a better return for the same money.
All that work is being done in the Chief
Secretary’s office by the publicity officer,
whose primary duty it is to carry out that
work and allocate the advertisements to the
various newspapers throughout the State.
In addition to that, he regularly writes
articles dealing with the sugar and other
industries that are vital to Queensland. The
Leader of the Opposition said that we had
a newspaper Press in Queensland that was
quite capable of eliciting and stating facts!
Newspapers are quite capable of publishing
facts 1f they are aware of them, and I con-
sidered it would be a good thing to have
an officer who was able to give the news-
papers the facts so that when they write
on any matter they may be able to present
the facts in proper and true perspective.
Many newspapers in Australia, however, are
not concerned with. the facts. They are
concerned with the impression they desire
to convey to the people. That applies
equally to individuals. T would put it this
way: wmany people are not so much con-
cerned with establishing the truth as they
are with establishing what they consider to
be the truth of their own ideas. Frequently
newspapers are misinformed or publish
wrong or insufficient information because of
that trait of character. The publicity
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officer does very valuable work in dissemina-
ting information about the activity of the
various Government departments and pre-
parmg a case In respect of any matter that
is a subject of controversy, especially in the
Federal arena. Will anyone say it is not
necessary to give the people the truth about
these things? We read in the periodicals
every week statements affecting Queensland
that are very wide of the mark. I do not
think that Queensland should continue to be
misrepresented through either error or a
desire to injure the State, and it is the
funetion of the publicity officer to see that
does not happen.

In addition to that, I am not satisfied that
we are getting from the tourist traffic in
Queensland the full result that we ought to
get, nor am I fully satisfied that it was a
wise move to transfer the whole control of
the Tourist Burcau to the Railway Depart-
ment. I am not satisfied that that change
has effected economy or improved efficiency.
I am not speaking against it, but I want to
know exactly the position. Mr. Ferguson,
the publicity officer, is at present engaged,
first of all, on a thorough investigation of
the Tourist Bureau and the results it has
achieved, and he will report to the Govern-
ment what Improvements, if any, may be
made.

Queensland is a wonderful State, and could
be made a wonderful holiday resort. Take,
for example, the riches that we have in the
Barrier Rcef, or in the Hinchinbrook Pas-
sage alone—that is bound to be a tourist
paradise in the near future. As people get
to know of these places they will go there
in increasing numbers to get the benefit of
the amenities that Queensland offers in such
abundance.  The tourist traffic in New
Zealand is worth hundreds of thousands of
pounds of the national income of that
country, but we have done very little with
our tourist trafic and the development and
advertisement of the scenic beauties of our
State. It is the Government’s desire to place
it on a sound basis so that we can get
better results vear by year.

So far as political publicity is concerned,
I think the Leader of the Opposition will
agree that I am quite capable of doing my
own, and any statement I make to the Press
on political affairs or matters of policy is
dictated to the typist myself. I do not
think that any member of the Opposition
would accuse me of not being able to state
such a case,” whether they believe in its
exactitude or not. Every Government in
Australia, so far as I know, have a publicity
department. The New South Wales (Govern-
ment have a very well organised one with a
fairly large staff, so has Victoria, so has
South Australia, and so has the Prime
Minister, Mr. Lyons. The Prime Minister
took a publicity officer with him to Great
Britain and no doubt the people of Aus-
tralia were thrilled at the news he used to
send about the functions he attended and
the dresses Mrs. ILyons wore; but the
apotheosis of his principals was reached
when the ¢ Niagara,” on which they were
travelling, had a collision, and we were
informed by that publicity officer that Mrx.
Lyons distributed chocolates to her fellow-
passengers and Joe went below for a shave.
Wonderful work on the part of the publicity
officer !

I assure the Leader of the Opposition
that the publicity officer is not used for
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those purposes, that he is employed with
the object of giving the people the facts
about Queensland. 1 make no apology for
his appointment, confident that the results
of his endeavours will be beneficial to the
people. It is not a new practice. It is
well known that Mr. XKidston, a former
Premier, seriously considered ‘the advisa-
bility of publishing a Government newspaper
to place the facts before the people because
of the attitude adopted by the Press towards
his Government. We kunow that many news-
papers that support the Opposition are not
concerned with giving the people the facts,
that they are concerned only with spreading

propaganda for their own purposes. For
example, the “Courier-Mail’® recently
published a statement intimating that

departmental expenditure this year would
be £2,000,000 greater than it was in 1932
Yesterday I pointed out that it had made
an error of approxlmately £900,000. In
its sub-leader this morning the newspaper
mentions the expenditure from trust funds
to justify the figure that it had already
used, but why does it not also include
expendlture from loan fund and thus make
the figure bigger still? That shows the
juggling that goes on in newspaper offices
where they are at their wits’ end to make
a case for the Opposition against the Govern-
ment. The Leader of the Opposition asked
for an explanation as to why a publicity
officer should have been appomted and in
my usual courteous manner I have given 1t
to him in complete detail.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby) [2.24
p.m.]: It was very refreshing to listen to
the easy way in which the Premier made
his explanation to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. He has already explained that the
number of typists in the Chief Office has
been increased by four, because he combines
the duties of Premier and Chief Secretary
in his own person. He pointed out that
this was the first year that these officers
were to be paid by the Chief Secretary’s
Department, and that no additional appoint-
ments were involved. Tf four typists were
transferred from the Treasury to the Chief
Secretary’s Department because there was
less work there, one would naturally expect
to find four typists fewer in the Treasury.
Instead, we find that provision is actually
made for four more than last year. I
cannot see how the explanation of the
Premier fits in with the facts. Provision
is made for a further eight typists in the
two departments, Probably, the Premier
will be able to explain that the additional
typists in the Treasury were obtained from
some other department.

The title ‘‘ Publicity Officer ”’
changed to *‘ Propaganda Officer ’—we should
give him his right title. There is no doubt
that he was appointed for the purpose of
placing the Premier and his Government
in the most favourable light, especially when
the hon. gentleman was attending confer-
ences in the South. We read reports, no
doubt emanating from this officer, inform-
ing us that the Premier was the big man
at a conference, and that only he had
anything to say or do. We have also
read that when the Loan Council found
itself in difficulties and the representatives
of the States sat and stared at each other
the Premier was the only one who knew
what to do and just what resolution to

should be
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propose. A publicity officer is also engaged
by Mr. Stevens, the Premier of New South
Wales. After roadmg his reports one can

come to no other conclusion than that Mr,
Stevens was the ‘“lock, stock and barrel ”
of the conference. If we then read the
reports from the publicity officers who accom-
panied the Premiers of the other States, we
sec that it was their Premiers who were
“the big lights.” Whom are we to belicve?
One would naturally expect a publicity
officer to stick to facts when issuing articles
for publication. That is practically all that
this party desires. The publicity officer does
not always do that. Recently an article,
which was in many respects a splendid one,
appeared in the metropolitan Press dealing
with the tourist traffic to the North. It
stated that the credit for the highway that
has been completed between Calrns and
Daintree was due to the present Government,
because they had proclaimed the road and
commenced the work. As a matter of fact,
I had the pleasure and the honour, if there
is any honour attached to i, of causing
the State highway between Cairns and
Daintree to be proclaimed, and of opening
the first section from Daintree to Mossman,
That was under the Moore regime. A great
deal of work was also completed on the
other section. Why did the publicity officer
give that credit to the present Government
and not to the Moore Government? Either
he knows nothing about the work or he
was misinformed. I do not know the officer,
but I would advise that when he is writing
articles, even from a tourist point of view,
he endeavour to stick to facts—not to engage
in propaganda—and to give credit where
credit is due.

The Premier said that he was not certain
that the action in transferring the Tourist
Bureau from the control of the Chief
Secretary’s Department to the Railway
Department was correct, The results should
decide that fact. If the Premier compares
the results of the bureau prior to and after
the transfer, he will find that the change
has been a.mply justified.  The Tourist
Bureau to-day is a very live organisation.
The amount of money that has passed
through its hands has more than justified
its transfer to the Railway Departmens.
Previously no profits were being made, but
when the Moore Government transferred it
to the Railway Department it became a
live and useful body.

We should exert ourselves to encourage
people, not only in the Southern States but
also in other parts of the world, to visit the
beauty spots in Queensland. I have seen
the tourist resorts in almost every State in
Australia, but we have better ones in
Queensland. Up to the present time the
Tourist Bureau——

The CHAIRMAN: The vote embracing
the Tourist Bureau is not before the Com-
mittee; 1t comes under another vote. The
Premier referred to the Tourist Bureau
transfer but he did not enter into a dis-
cussion on it,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: He referred
to the fact that he was not satisfied that
the transfer was the right and proper thing
to do. 1 am CndC’HOHUHg to show that
results speak for themselves. I am not
dealing with the matter from the point of
view of the Moore Government. I desire

Mr. Morgan.]
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to point out to the Premier if he goes into
the matter thoroughly—

The Premizr: We are going into 1t
thoroughly. I am not doing anything with-
out investigation. I do not wish to take
it back unless that course would be helpful.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : It is our duty
to endeavour to improve the Tourist Bureau
and to do our utmost to encourage the people
to visit this State.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [2.32 p.m.]:
I do not consider it necessary to have a
publicity officer attached to the Chief Secre-
tary’s Department. At the present time
it often occurs that newspapers are aware
of the intentions of the Government before
the public. The Premier suggested that
all newspapers were liars except those that
supported  Government policy. Nobody
can truthfully say all the newspapers in
this country deliberately lie, even though
the owners of those newspapers have definite
political views. There is no necessity for
the State to spend money on a publicity
officer whose chief work is to boost the
Government. Publicity officers appear to
exist in every department, and they could
be more aptly termed politica.l officers.”
Every political party shrould be able to
stand without help from a publicity officer
whose salary is provided for out of general
revenue contributed by the public. Hon.
members and Ministers should be capable of
placing their views hefore the public, and
should not need publicity officers who are
paid out of public funds to boost their cause,
and very often put a_case before the pubhc
that is not in accordance with fact. It is
much better to leave the matter of publicity
to the daily newspapers.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES

Alr. DEACON: The hon. gentleman gets
a good deal of publicity from the daily
newspapers; he cannot growl, because he
has been treated very well. Why should
the public be asked to pay for publicity
officers to boost the Government. This man
has been engaged especially for his ability
to boost a Labour Government. On the
coming into power of another (GGovernment,
is 1t at all hikely that they will keep him
in his job? It is certain that an incoming
Government would immediately sack the
publicity officer of the previous Qovernment

interjected.

For their own protection they would do
¢0. They would not trust him. He is a
political ~officer and public funds should

not be used to pay political officers. Na
Government can be right in doing such a
thing. Tt is immaterial what we say and
what the Premier says. The whole question
hinges on one thing—the need of the
Premier of a publicity officer for advertising
his Government. The present Government
in this respcct are in no different posi-
tion from their predecessors. Surely they
can stand on their own feet! Surely they
can trust the Press to give them the pub-
licity they deserve! The pcople obtain a
fair and unbiased view from the articles
published in the Press without the assist-
ance of a Government publicity officer.

Mr. Gatr: They do not get it from the
Tory Press.

Mr. DEACON:
Mr. Galr:
[Mr. Morgan.
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Mr. DEACON : We on this side do not
get it from the *“ Standard.” The Opposi-
tion gets nothing from the ** Standard.”

In the ¢ Gallery Notes’’ they all get what
they deserve, 1 do not care what is said
about me. If hon. members are so touchy
why do they not write out their own notices
and send them to the Press. (Laughter.)
They could then publish their own opinions
and some of them would be interesting.
However, to return to the matter under
discussion, 1t is wrong to take public funds
for the purpose of paying political officers
to advertise the Government. That is the
sole duty of this man. That is his job.

The PreMiEr: I told you it is not.

Mr. DEACON: The Premier told the
Assembly much about it but at the same
time hs informed us that he could not get
fair play from the other newspapers.

The PreMIER: I never used that term.

Mr. DIEACON : It means the same thing,
only it was in different words. That 1s
what the Premier told us.

The Premier: I rise to a point of
order. 1 pointed out that the publicity
officer provided for in this vote was not
appointed to do political work. I made
that statement on more than one occasion.
The hon. member for Cunningham persists
in making an entirely wrong statement. I
claim that under the Standing Orders he
must accept my denial.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I ask the hon.
member for Cunningham to accept the denial
of the Premier.

Mr. DEACON : Certainly, Mr. Hanson, I
will accept the Premier’s denial. However,
if the publicity officer is not there to boost
the Government, and the Premier says he 1s
not, what is he there for? Why pay him?
It is a waste of public monev. Up to the
present time the Governments of Queensland,

Nationalist Governments inciuded, have
carried on without this officer.  They
experienced no ifficulty. Why = waste
money in this regard? If the Premier

desires to give one man a large sum for
work that is not necessary—and 1t is plainly
not necessary—why does he not pay it into
the Unemployment Relief Fund? Why
should £550 be spent to give one man a
job when we have so many men unem-
ployed? The Premier has not shown
that a publicity officer is necessary. I.et

anyone read what the Premier said and
assess its worth,
Mr. JESSON (Kennedy) (241 pm.]: I

must reply to the remarks made by the
hon. member who has just resumed his seat.
One firm alone in Queensland spends many
thousands of pounds in advertising its goods.
McWhirters’ Ltd., Finney Isles Ltd., all
business people advertise, and it is ridiculous
for the hon. member to make such statements
about the paltry sum of £500 that is spent
in publicity in Queensland. The members
of the Opposition have always decried any-
thing done by a Labour Government. Tt
them hold the reins of office for a further
three years and God help Queensland as a
State. Their policy has done more damage
to the State than any drought or flood. Why
cannot members of the Opposition give us
gv.éld the people of Queensland constructive
ideas,

Mr. Mamgr: That is your job.
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Mr. JESSON: We are doing our job.
The hon. member who has just resumed his
seat was only carrying out the policy of his
party of indulging in a tirade of abuse at
anything the Government do. This money
has been well spent. It would be well spent
if it were double the emount. We should
spend more money on advertising Queensland
in the proper manner. The hon. member
for Cunningham said that the expenditure
of a paltry £500 on advertising in Queens-
land was a scandalous waste of money. It
was a scandalous waste of time to listen to
him speaking in such a way.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [2.43 p.m.]:
There is no doubt that it is a good thing,
if—as the hon. member for Cunningham has
been asked to accept as correct—Mr. Fer-
guson was appointed publicity officer for the
genuine purpose of advancing the welfare
of the State by giving proper publicity to
its resources, and not for political purposes.
Accepting the explanation of the Premier,
it is, nevertheless certain that the appomt—
ment of Mr. Ferguson was made just prior
to the last State election. No doubt, his
services were availed of in a political way
durmg the election campaign. Furthermore,
it is a well-established fact that he has
accompanied the Premier on Southern mis-
sions affecting this State. -

The PrEMIER: When?

Mr. MAHER: I am not prepared to say
when, but I have been informed that the
Premier has been accompanied by the
publicity officer, Mr. Ferguson, on one or
other of his Southern trips—certainly to
attend conferences that affect the State. It
cannot be denied that even if the appoint-
ment was made for the purposes stated by
the Premier this afternoon, there is never-
theless an obligation on the appointee to
respect his patron. The whole of his future
rests in the hollow of the Premier’s hand, so
to speak and the publicity officer would
naturally feel an obligation—apart from
writing up the Barrier Recf and the poten-
tialities- of Queensland—to  justify his
appointment and with one eye on the future
possibilities do a certain amount of political
propaganda in between times for the Govern-
ment of the day.

The PreviEr: The Government only wang
him to let the pcople know the truth,

Mr. MAHER: The point is: what does
the publicity officer do to justify his job?
He is being paid £10 10s. a week or there-
abouts, and then I suppose he travels about
the State, which necessitates travelling
expenses. Probably the increase in mis-
cellaneous expenses by £500 provided for in
this vote is in part necessary to defray
the expenses of this officer. 1 venture to
say that as we are placed io-day in Queens-
land—budgeting for falling revenue and
increasing expenditure—the appointment of
this officer is not justified. The work of
publicity can be amply carried out, either
on behalf of the State or the Government,
by the responsible officers of the State.

Then again, as the Premier himself said.
he does not give place to anybody in his
ability to state a case for his Government
or for himself.” We do not challenge his
statement; there is no question that the
Premier is able to make out a very excellent
case in support of his point of view when-
ever he pleases, his Ministers are capable
of doing the same thing, and the depart-
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mental officers when requested to do so can
make out a case very advantageous to
Queensland.

We have already the tourisi bureau and
publicity attached to the Railway Depart-
ment. I recognise, Mr, Hanson, that that
is a matter outside the bounds of this vote,
but I mention in passing that the State is
committed to a certain amount of expendi-
ture there for publicity purposes, and in
my opinion some very fine publicity work
has been undertaken by that department.
In all the circumstances it is hard to under-
stand where the need for this publicity
officer comes in. It is unfortunate that the
State is up against it in a financial sense,
and many men are looking for jobs, and
very glad to accept the basic wage. Probably
£1, 000 per annum is required for the salary
and expenses involved 1n this appointment,
and in my opinion that sum is being wasted.
The State is not getting a fair return for
the money.

I should like to make reference whilst I
have the opportunity to the question I
directed to the Chief Secretary at an earlier
stage of the present session in regard to
the utilisation of taxpayers’ money to give
to the delegates attending the Labour Con-
vention a free trip by special train from
Maryborough to Pialba. I venture to say
that if the Country-Progressive-National
Party or the Douglas Social Credit Party,
or any other political party asked the Pre-
mier for such a thing, they would be met
with a very curt refusal—and rightly so. T
do not think any political party in Queens-
land or any other body of men meeting in
convention in Queensland has any right to
presume to ask the Treasurer for a special
train for a holiday excursion. The cost of
that train must have been considerable.
There are quite a number of taxpayers in
this State who hold political views directly
opposed to those of the present Government,
vet all the taxpayers were called upon to
foot the bill for this gay holiday at Pialba.
The Premicr has stated that on cccasions
hospitality 1+ extended by the Stare to dis-
tinguished visitors, such as< the sugar
tochno]omqts and others. After all, therc
is such a thing as international hospitality,
and if a distinguished body of Xuslmhanb
visited a foreign country it is very probable
that hosmmhty would be freely extended to
them. have no complaint on that score
at all, but here in our own country, if we
are going to cstablish the pleC“(]E‘l’lt of
recognising the right of a political Labour
Convention to have a special train placed at
its disposal. where is it going to end? The
licensed vietuallers in conference assembled,
the local authorities, the graziers. the various
church synods, or other public or semi-
public bodies that may assemble in Brisbane
or elsewhere throughout the State may
reasonably expect to receive the same com-
cession. The Government have established
a precedent, and it is difficult to know
where it will end. The delegates to the
Labour Convention had no claim at all on
the public purse.

The PreEMIER: Your Government sent a
special train on one occasion to Gladstone.

Mr. MAHER: I have no knowledge of
any special train having been sent by the
Moore Government, and in any casc. if a
special train had been despatched by iny
Government in circumstances that were

Mr. Maher.]
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opposed to the best interests of the tax-
pavers of the country, and I had any say
in it I should be in definite opposition to it.
The taxpayers are eniitled to some measure
of respect in this connection. There was a
time in the history of the Labour movement
when 1its early pioneers would have con-
sidered it repugnant to their sense of right
and their conception of their obligation
to the taxpayers, if it were suggested that
they should approach the Premier to provide
a special train for their own recreation.
Men in the past were too proud to accept
such a favour, or even approach the Treasury
for it. It is regrettable that there has
developed in cur young country a disposition
to “get all you can for nothing, no maiter
who pays for it.”” That scems to be the
idea in most favour to-day. We are entitled
to lodge some protest against the use of
public funds to give a holiday jaunt to
delegates attending the Labour in Politics
Convention at Maryborough. I hope the
Premier will not extend similar genecrosity
again to political bodies, especially when
the State 1s passing through difficult times.
Nobody after a close study of the Budget
can deny that that is so. It shows that
our expenditure is increasing bevond all
bounds, and our revenue is falling. Yet
this money is splashed about to give a good
time to Labour delegates! It is very wrong.
As it was on the eve of an clection 1t
savours almost of a political bribe. I voice
my objection to it, and counsel the Premier
to be more cautious and prudent in future
by not extending such hospitality at the
expense of taxpayers,

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [2.55 p.m.]:
I should like to pay a tribute to the very
fine services rendered by the Under Secre-
tary and Clerk of the Ixecutive Council
(Mr. G. W. Watson), the Chief Clerk and
Official Secretary to the Premier (Mr. T.
Hope), and the Secretary to the Premier
(Mr. R. McAllister). I fcel I speak for every
hon. member when I say that on every
occasion it has been the duty of an hon.
member to approach any one of these officials
that he has received unfailing courtesy. I
can say the same of the other officials of
the departmeont with whom we come into
contact to a lesser extent. They have per-
formed their onerous duties admirably in
the last twelve months.

I was astounded at the statements made

concerning the publicity officer. 1 can
appreciate the view of hon. members
opposite, because they cannot value the

sicerity of purpose of the Government and
assess at its true value what they are doing
ior Queensland. They look at every action
of the Government from a sordid point of
view for the purpose of seeing what political
capital they can make from it. They cannot
conceive of the Government’s doing anything
that is in the interests of the State or its
people. for whom when they were in office
they cared nothing. During the last few
months we have had the privilege of reading
some wonderful articles published in the
Press by the publicity officer.

I was pleased to hear the Premier
announce that he had delegated to this
official the duty of making an investigation
into the tourist traffic. Queensland possesses
some of the greatest scenery in the world,
but it is little known. No extensive publicity
campaign has been carried on outside of
Queensland. I suggest to the Premier that

[ Mr. Maher.
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Mr. Ferguson should not confine his inquiries
to Queensland, but that he should also
investigate the methods adopted by the
various bureaux in the other States.

The PremIer: I intend to do so.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am pleascd to
have that interjection. Despite the very
fine work performed by Mrs. T. J. Ryan in
Melbourne as the representative of the
Tourist Bureau, she is very severely handi-
capped because of its location and posi-
tion of the offices. I only hope that the
publicity officer, aftor making his investi-
gations, will give an unbiased opinion as to
what he considers is the right thing to do.
Tourist traffic is worth catering for. New
Zealand makes hundreds of thousands of
pounds from it. We have in North Queens-
land scenery equal to that found in New
Zealand, although not of the same kind.
Our views are incomparable.

The hon. member for West Moreton
indulged in a specious kind of political
propaganda when he said that he ‘“under-
stood ”’ thalt the publicity officer accom-
panied the Premier on his visits to the
South. It is a scandalous state of affairs
when hon. members make statements such
as 1 heard something of that descrip-
tion.”

Mr., Mazer: Do you say he did not go?

Mr, P. K. COPLEY: I am only referring
to the statement of the hon. member and
criticising it. That is the type of whispering

slander we are compelled to combat. Hon.
members opposite listen to whispers and
repeat those whispers on the floor of this

Chamber in a way that is unbecoming. An
hon. member should be prepared to make a
definite statement on the floor of this Cham-
ber. But these methods are typical of the
propaganda of the Opposition. It is high
time we had a publicity officer, not only to
deal with matters that are now coming
within the purview of this official, but also
with statements made in this Chamber and
the Tory Press to the disadvantage of
Queensland. I hope the publicity officer will
continue the good work he is doing. 1t is all
very fine to hear the hon. member for West
Moreton assert that the publicity officer 1s
held by the Premier in the hollow of his
hands, and that it would only be wise of him
to give the Premier a pat on the back, as
it might be to his advantage some time in
the future. That is typical of the criticism
of the Opposition. The people of Queens-
land know that Labour stands for complete
freednm of thought. Officers of the public
service are absolutely unhampered at the
present time, but what was the position
when the Opposition were in power? Was
any employee in the Government service
prepared to express his political opinion
during the time when public servants were
outlawed and robbed of access to the Indus-
irial Court and when freedom of thought and
action was denied to them? The hon. mem-
ber for West Moreton thinks along one line,
his mind runs in a groove, and he cannot
conceive of an appointment, such as that of
Mr. Ferguson, for the purpose of galning
advantage for the State, but must think he
has been appointed in order to give the
Premier a pat on the back. If such motives
actuated the Moore Government in making
appointments, he should not imagine that
such sordid considerations govern appoint-
ments by the Labour Party. The intelligence
of hon. members opposite is not even great
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enough to enable them to appreciate the
fact that other people do not think on the
same lines as they do.

Distinguished visitors have often been
granted many privileges in this State in the
past, and such privileges were made available
to the delegates to the Labour Convention
at Maryborough. I congratulate the Premier
upon making passes available for distin-
guished visitors in order that they may view
our State.

Mr. MaHER: Why not let them pay their
own fares?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: Why did not the
ex-Secretary for Railways adopt that atti-
tude in regard to the train trip to Gladstone
during the time the Moore Govermment were
in power? It is just as well to remind hon.
members opposite of these things. When
you live in a glass house, you cannot afford
to throw stones.

In regard to the suggestion that Mr.
Ferguson would wtilise his time in political
propaganda for the Government, I desire
to quote a paragraph that appears in the
“ Courier-Mail” of 20th July this year.
This paragraph occupies about half a column
and 1s headed, “ No Panic on ‘ Niagara,””
with a sub-heading “ Mrs. Lyons distributes
Chocolates.” It then states—

“In a radio message
‘Niagara,” Mr. R. I. Douglas, Com-
monwealth Publicity Officer, gave a
graphic account of the collision, . . . At
the time of the collision Mr. and Mrs.
Lyons were in their cabin, situated a
few feet from where the ‘ King Egbert’
struck the ‘ Niagara,” and both saw the
ships draw apart. I was emerging from
the dining-room when I saw the ‘ King
Egbert * appear phantom-like. The next
instant T was shaken by the shock of the
impact.”

from the

I do not desire to draw any unreasonable
inference, but the article states that Mr.
and Mrs. Lyons were situated a fow feet from
where the “ King Egbert” struck the
“ Niagara,” and he (the Publicity Officer)
was coming out of the dining-room, appar-
ently some distance away, and to use his
own words, *I was shaken by the shock of
the impact.” The account of the affair
endeavours to place the Prime Minister and
his wife on a pedestal.

Later on in the same paragraph a caption
says—
“ Mr. Lyons has his shave.”

Surely this is a daily incident with Mr.
Lyons. This is not the case of a publicity
officer who is sent Souih to make inspections
and report to the Government. This officer
was sent across to the other side of the world,
and when he sends out these reports they
are published in the newspapers under heavy
headlines—* Mr. Lyons has his daily shave !’
(Government laughter.) That is the type of
report sent out by a publicity officer
employed by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. This is a publicity officer giving out
to the world information about the Prime
Minister of a nation! He is not dealing
with the Premier of a State. He adds—

“ . . Mr. Lyons, unmoved by the
shock of the collision, proceeded to
shave and announced his intention
shortly to retire to bed.”

He tells the world that the Prime Minister
is going to bed—
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“ . . . He advised others to do itke-
wise, but no others followed his

example.”

According to Mr. Douglas, nobody else went
to bed. He proceeds further, and I am not
aware whether this was after the Hon. J. A.
Lyons retired to bed—
¢ .. . Mrs. Lyons handed chocolates
around.”

That is the sort of thing we get from the
publicity officer not of a Labour but of a
Nationalist Administration; ‘the publicity
officer not of a State but of a nation. Hon.
members opposite of the same political
kidney as Lyons and Company stand up and
have the audacity to attack the appointment
of Mr. Ferguson as publicity officer. If
Mr. Ferguson wrote an article like that
regarding the Premier I should be one, as
no_doubt the Premier would, to say to him,
‘“ Ferguson, you are making a clown of
yourself. Get out.”” Mr. Ferguson is there
to do a specific job for the State. He is not
there to make a fool of the Premier in the
eyes of the world as Douglas made of Mr.
and Mrs. Lyons.

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) [3.7 pam.]:
1 deprecate the attack by hon. members
opposite on the appointment of Mr. Ferguson
to the position of State Publicity Officer.
I have had the privilege of the gentleman’s
friendship for the last ten years. The base
insinuations that have been hurled across
this Chamber by members opposite are quite
unfounded and unwarranted. After all,
Governments and public departments have
now to grapple with problems that did not
confront them twenty or thirty years ago.
Almost every Government in Ausiralia at
the present time has a publicity officer. It
is a well known fact that the Qpposition
when in power heavily subsidised Nationalist
newspapers throughout this State by way of
large amounts for advertising purposes,
which amounted to a direct grant from the
Government funds. It is preposterous and
absurd for them to raise a storm over the
appointment of Mr. Ferguson. The worth
of the gentleman can be judged by a perusal
of his articles on the Barrier Reef. I am
certain that the result of his investigation
into the possibilities of the tourist trade
will be something really worth while to this
State. He is an accomplished man. He is
highly honoured in his profession, and the
State of Queensland is lucky to obtain the
services of a man of his calibre. Hon.
members opposite were certainly at a loss
for something to say when they made an
attack on this appointment, particularly in
view of the fact that whilst they were in
power they poured thousands of pounds
into the Nationalist newspapers by way of
advertisement in order to bolster up a very
weak case,

Ttem (Chief Secretary’s Department—Chief
Office) agreed to.

AGENT-GENERAL FOR THE STATE.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [3.9 pm.]: I move—

“That £8,302 be granted for ‘ Agent-
General for the State.””

Mr. PLUNKETT ({(Albert) [3.9 pm.]: I
have had the opportunity of being in the
office of the Agent-General for Queensland
in England and seeing the work that is
being done by Mr. Pike and hearing the

My, Plunkett.]
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encomiums of the people of the high standard
of the work he is doing in the interests of the
State. 1 cannot let this opportunity pass
of drawing the attention of hon. members to
the high standard of Mr. Pike’s work and
the opinion of his work held by people in
England. It is with a great deal of pleasure
that I am able to say that I was very
gratified indeed to hear the fine references
made to his ability and tact and the way in
which he worked on behalf of Queensisnd
over there. It should be pleasing to all
Queenslanders to know that our represen-
tative in England is held in the highest
esteem.

Mr. NIOKLIN (Murrumba) [3.11 p.m.]:
I take this opportunity of congratulating
the Acting Agent-General on his excellent
report and the splendid work he has per-
formed in the mother country on behalf
of this State. Tt is pleasing to note from
that report that increasing quantities of our
primary products have been consumed by
the British people during the period under
review, despite the criticism we have heard
of the British policy in this respect. We
must realise the difficulty facing the British
Government in carrying out their agricul-
tural policy. When we look back over the
war years and realise the difficulties the
Blltl\h Government had to face in provid-
ing food for their people, we must at least
appreciate their viewpoint and admit that
Britain is justified in doing her best to
supply the needs of her people. We appre-
cate the fact that considerable preference
is given to the British Dominions, as revealed
by the gradually increased sales of our
primary products in England during the past
twelve months.

Another important feature of the activities
of the Acting Agent-General during the
period under review is the fact that he has
visited various provincial centres in Eng-
tand in an endeavour to push our products.
Too much effort had been centred in London
in the past and insufficient consideration
given to the outlying parts of the British
Isles. It is pleasing to note that the Agent-
General has visited the provineial centres of
Great DBritain where he undoubtedly found
large markets available to our products.

It must be pleasing to everyvbody to learn
from the report that there has been a con-
siderable improvement in the standard of
our products during the past twelve months.
That has been the goal of our primary
producers for many years and it is a cause
for sati.faction that their efforts are bearing
fruit.  One particularly notable example
is the sale of Queensland eggs in London.
The Queensland Egg Board is to be con-
gratulated on the high standard of its
export egg pack. TUnfortunately, we had
an incident during the past twelve months
where eggs from another State adversely
affected the sale of eggs from the “ho‘r\
of Auvstralia on the English market. Tt is
gratifying to sce that the excellent quality
of the hoard’s export pack was recognised
on the London market with the result that
the sale of Queensland eggs was not affected
to any great extent. The board is to be
congratulated for giving such an excellént
lead to the whole of Australia.

There has been satisfactory progress in
the ‘sale of Queensland apples over the last
three vears. Unfortunately, the good work
of the past two years could not bo carried
on durmg this season owing to the great
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damage done by hail in the Stanthorpe dis-
trict carly this vear. In common with other
primary producers, the apple growers  of
Queensland have made every effort to
improve the quality of their products and
in recent years Queensland apples, particu-
larly Granny Smiths, have topped the
English market. Given favourable seasons
in this State and freedom from hail and
similar seasonal troubles, there is undoub-
tedly a future for the export of Queensland
apples. We have the advantage of being
able to put our apples on tho British market
a fortnight or three weeks before the
Southern States can do so, and if that
attention which has been given to the
imprevement of our standard of packing is
continued there is no reason why Queensland
apples should not play a very important
part on the British market.

Another feature in the report to which I
wish to refer is the fact that Queensland
pincapples are finding an important place
on the Dritish market. For many years it
has not been possible for Queensland pine-
apple growers to get their product on that
market in any quantlt,, owing to severn
competition from the cheaper product of
Singapore. For that rcason we concenivated
our efforts mainly on the Canadian market,
but owing to the effect of the Ottawa Agree-
ment the canned pincapple market in Canada
has been scriously affected, and it hus been
necessary for Queensiand to turn her atten-
tion to the British market. It is pleasing
to know that as a result of the very great
iuqumenmnu in the standard of the Queens-
land capned pi ncapnle pack, the prospects
on  the British market are considerably
improved. During the last few mouths the
manager for the Committce of Direction of
Fruit Marketing, Mr., Ranger, has been
in England on behalf of the Queensiand
pineapple growers, and has largely increased
the trade and secured an oversea market
that will undoubtedly have a great bearing
on the future of the industry. Unfortunately
for our cfforts to improve the marketing of
Queensland pineapples in Tondon, the pre-
sent crop has been a very licht one, and
the quantity of fruit available for export
has not been as great as one could wish.

Considering Mr. Pike’s evidence on the
whole, he is to be commended for his efforts
on behalf of the State, and I have very
much pleasure indeed in commending his
report and his actions during the period
under review,

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa) [3.17 p.m.}: Tt
is pleasing indeed to hear the remarks of
hon. members opposite in regard to this
vote. It is particularly 1mp0rtant at the
present time that we should have a repre-
sontative of this State in London. My
reason for saying so will become apparent
when I quote this extract from the report—

“The revolutionary schemes which
are being applied to Bl‘lfl\}‘ agriculture
are causing most serious anxiety to
Dominion Lountries, and whether out of
these changes, actual and prospective,
some poh(y will be compounded which
will not militate greatly against the
interests of Dominion pmducels is at
present a question of grave and con-
siderable doubt,

“J have endeavoured from time to
time to keep your Government informed
on these matters, realising as I do
their all-important bearing upon the
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many problems your Government is
endeavouring to solve in the proper
development of our own State.”

This 15 tha

report—

“What should be emphasised here,

perhaps, is the fact that the traditional
British policy of buying necessities in
the cheapest market—Empire or foreign
—has been abandoned; now and here-
after, it has been determined, British
agriculture must come within the orbit
of that protection policy which was
adopted prior to, and confirmed by, the
Ottawa Conference.”

mo:t Important part of this

The prospects of our primary industries
interested in the export trade are somewhat
obscure. The meat industry has been stabil-
ised to some extent, but we are extremely
uncertain as to what may happen in other
exporting primary industries, We note,
perhaps with some concern, the increased
quantities of butter, pork and mutton placed
on the British market by this country, and
I anticipate that serious difficulties will be
encountered in the near future if the export
of these products continues to increase and
the British people, naturally, endeavour to
protect their home industries. I sincerely
hope that my fears are groundless. Other
countries of the world, notably New Zealand,
have also increased their export of these com-
modities, and the United States of Amecrica
has also entered the pork export trade. The
export of cheese has not increased to the
same extent as that of butter and pork, but I
fear that the destinies of these major export-
ing primary industries are at present in the
lap of the gods. However, we shall have
an alert, efficient officer in Mr, Pike to watch
our interests and to inform the Government
of vital changes from time to time.

In his report Mr. Pike also makes refer-
ence to the sugar industry. I was somewhat
surprised to read his remarks concerning it.
Apparently, the prospects of the Queensland
sugar industry in Great Britain are not so
favourable as I am sure many of us imagined.
The report goes on to say that it was fortu-
nate that the Premier should have arrived
in London at the time he did, and that as
a result of his visit considerable benefit will
accrue to the sugar industry, It adds—

‘“ The Premier was able to devote much
of his time to a study and investigation
of this many-phased problem. His
presence in London was also fortuitous
from the point of view of the Australian
sugar industry, for at that time important
developments were taking place in London
in the reorganisation of certain Empire
bodies with which the Queensland sugar
authorities are affiliated. Moreover, the
opportunity was taken by the Premier
to assist in constituting the Inter-
Dominion Sugar Committee as an official
body, of which it was agreed I should
act as chairman for the ensuing twelve
months.”

It will be welcome news to the people
associated with the sugar industry that Mr.
Pike is to be the chairman of the Inter-
Dominion Sugar Committee during the
ensuing twelve months. He will be in close
touch with all matters bearing on this very
important industry in this State.

The report contains much information of
great importance. I take this opportunity
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of commending to the Goovernment that por-
tion of it referring to the fur industry. For
several years restrictions have been imposed
on the gathering of opossum skins. I know
that the reason was that large stocks of
skins were held in Great Britain, which
could not be disposed of at a reasonable

price. It appears that the market has now
become more favourable, for the Acting
Agent-General states—

“ Australian opossums were in fair

supply, but offerings were largely made
up of previous season’s collections and
very few fresh parcels were available,
this being due to the fact that all States
have been closed for trapping during
the year. At the last sales, the excep-
tionally small collection was in keen
request, the best blue selling particularly
well and prices advanced 10 per cent.
“ Brokers are of opinion that, had the
season been open and the size of the
catch normal, the demand for Queens-
land opossums would have been steady,
especially for those originating in South
Queensland and the better sections of
Central Queensland, the demand through-
out being for skins of good quality, size,
and colour.”
This industry provides a good deal of work
for our people. It enables many men to
add to their warnings during the short
season that is usually proclaimed. I ask
the Government to consider the opening of
an opossum scason next year. Like all other
skins opossum skins when held for some time
deteriorate in value and it is only natural
that then there is no demand for them. If
the recommendation of the Acting Agent-
General is adopted, the Government could
closely watch the results, and if that
course was justified reopen the season iIn
the foliowing year. This is not what one
would call a large industry, although it is
a very important one.
Mr. WaLgER: It is worth £500,000 a year.

Mr. CONROY: It provides some work
for our people. There are many unem-
ployed and the opening of an opossum season
would enable many of these men to get
away from the centres of population and
earn some Imoney.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [3.29 p.m.}: 1
had the pleasure some time ago of visiting
the office of the Agent-General, and after
reading the next report of the Acting Agent-
General 1 was firmly of opinion that if the
Government intended to continue Mr. Pike
as Acting Agent-General his time would be
taken up on matters other than those of a
commercial character. Men who have repre-
sented Queensland as Agents-General in
London have told us that apart from investi-
gating commercial matters, much of their
time is taken up in travelling, attending
conferences, and in social gatherings.

Any information that can be obtained in
regard to markets in the old country will
be of great help to the primary producers
in this State. I remember on one occasion
one of the representatives of our butter
factories advised us that drought prevailed
in a certain country and that we should be
well advised to hold our butter for a little
while. We acted on that advice and made
£4,000. It is of great advantage to people
concerned in the export of primary producks

Mr. Waller.]
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that they should be posted with information
relating to markets and conditions abroad.

The PrEMIER: The New Zealand Govern-

ment held buatter for a period and lost
£2,000.000.
Mr. WALKER: That was the time the

State handled it.

The PREMIER :
boards.

Mr. WALKER: At the present time our
dairy companics are comprised of men of
good character and commercial ability. The
Agent-General, or, as at present the Acting
Agent-General, should be assisted by a com-
ntercial man who would be able to supply
us with information regarding the likelihood
of a risc in prices or, as the hon. member
for Maranoa stated, any information as to
the condition of the market for our com-
modities. I recollect that before the
opossum  scasonl was opened on the last
oceasion certain information was obtained
from the old country and the result was
that £500,000 worth of skins were sold, At
the present time if information is desired
on a matter like that it has to be asked
for. A commercial man acting in con-
junction  with the Acting Agent-General
would be of great service to this State and
the cxpenditure incurred by his appoint-
ment would be warranted. T should much
prefer that the amownt allocated for the
cmplovment of the publicity officer here
should be utilised for the payment of a
commercial man to assist the Acting Agent-
General. 1 am sure the appointment of
a person with commercial knowledge would
result in an increased price for our primary
products, and that much worry would
thereby be saved to those people who are
handling out exports. In the old days
the butter and cheese factories had their
agents, but we found that greater advantage
could be gained by having men on the
boards who were prepared to study matters
relating to marketing. It would be of great
assistance if we received information from
the Agent-General’s office 1in regard to
droughts in competing countries or short.
ages of any commodity or the likelihood of
a rise in price. It would be the duty of a
commercial man appointed to assist the

No,

it was controlled by

Acting  Agent-General to provide that
information,
During my tour abroad I visited the

Agent-General’s office, but there was no
activity there. Mr. Fihelly, the ex-Agent-
General, was on his way home, and nothing

was being done at the Agent-General’s
office.  There was a display of fish in the

window at the time which was of no earthly
value to Queensland, except from the museum
point of view. It may be suggested that
we have Mr. Bruce over there:; but I would
point out that Mr. Bruce is engaged in
matters of Australian-wide interest and is
handling subjects far removed from those
on which we require information.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [3.35 pan.]:
The report of the Agent-Goneral takes us
only to the end of last year, but that is
the usual practice. The Acting Agent-
General certainly does very excellent work
with the limited funds at his disposal, and
I do not think the Government—and this
i1s the view taken by previous Gnvernments
—would be wise in amalgamaling the
Queensland office with Australia House.

[#Mr. Walker.
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The Preaier: I think it would be a retro-
grade step.

Mr. RUSSELL: I think it would be.
While Australia House was established for the
purpose of co-ordinating State activities, the
High Commissioner seems to be totally occu-
pied with national and international prob-
lems. The work of representing the States
must, therefore, fall upon the agencies of the
States. Of late years the tendency has been
for each State to control its own commercial
representation. The States of New South
Wales, South Australia, and Victoria have
specialised largely on the commercial activi-
ties of their Agents-General. Recently Sir
Richard Linton, Agent-Greneral for Victoria,
made an extensive tour of the main centres
of population beyond London and came
into direct contact with the wholesalers,
distributors and retailers of Australian
commodities in ovder to make himself
familiar with the conditions surrounding
the sale of Victorian products chiefly. There
is no doubt the information he gathered
will be of inestimable value to Victorian
exporters. New South Wales recently
appointed Mr. Heath as a sort of commer-
cial attache to the New South Wales office.
e 1s doing similar work. IHe has been
utilised by the New South Wales Govern-
went to attend conferences of a commercial

nature. Generally speaking, his Aappom‘t-
ment has been justified, South Austrabia
followed a similar practice. Mr. McCann,

commercial representative of
South Auwwralia, is also employed chicfly
cn commevcial work.,  Although Australia
House is expeeted to look after the interests
of all the States, those I have mertioned
recognise that Australia House 1s so over-
burdened with natioral and international
work that the interests of a given State might
be overlooked. That is the reason why
several of them have decided to utilise the
services of commercial men to foster trade
in their own ecxports. The movement has
proved fairly successful.

the present

Of course, anybody endeavouring to put a
commercial line ¢n the British market meets
with tremendous obhstacles. A vast amount
of prejudice has to be overcome. People
become accustomed to a certain com.mmhry
and a certain style of packing. It is very
difficalt to wean them from their allegiauce
to  recognised brands of commodities.
Nevertheless, by steady application and
useful propaganda and constant canvassing
amongst the vendors of the products con-
cerned, a great deal of prejudice is being
broken down and, judging from my own
personal observation, there is no doubt
that there 1s a verv strong sentiment  in
Great Britain for all the Dominions, 'The
British folk recognise that Auwustralia L. s
been willing at all times to do her part
in the furthcrance of Empire interests. As
I have said on frequent occasions, that
sentiment being such as it is, there is a big
fielkd for  exploitation by  Australian
exporters.

It is just a question whether we should
not increase the usefulness of the Queens-
land offices. I have a very great regard
for Mr. Pike. I know the various activities
in which he is engaged. and that he leads
a very busy life. The results he bhas
achieved with the comparatively small staff
at his disposal speak well for his assiduity.
We know that the.tendency is for primary



Supply.

preducers and exporters to combine opera-
tions 0 that competition will be eliminated,
and the expense of distribution minimisecd.
We are all agreed that the days of insane
competition and undue price cutting are
coming to an end, and that every man
engaged in industry is eutitled to a fair
reward for his labour. With the formation
of such organisations, the task of disposing
of our products in Great Britain becomes
somewhat casier. We know the success with
which the dairying industry has met in the
United Kirgdom as a result of amalgamation
of interests, stabilising markets, and pre-
vention of undue competition. There is a
certain  amount of competilion between
brand and brand, but in the main there
15 an understanding between sellers on the
other side to keep the prices as high as
possible in the interests of the Australian

producer. That system has been applied
with cqual success tu all other primary
products. While T have every desire that

Queensland  should co-operate with other
States in Ausiralia that are exporting the
same commodities, 1 feel that we must not
be averse to any effcrt towards fostering
trade for our own products. 1 should l'ke
to s+ some system introduced whereby the
Agent-General could be brought into closer
contact with the distributors in Great Britain
of Queeusland products, with whom he
could co-operate in an effort to keep the
markot price at the highest level. We know
that the Federal Government allot certain
sums annually for propaganda purposes,
and Queensland certainly must derive some
benefit from that advertising, but there
is a good deal to be dome by our own
representatives in London to see that Queens-
land goods bring better prices on the
markets of Great Britain than they have
bzen commanding.  That is why I have
always been of opinion that the commercial
side of the Agent-General’s office has been
somewhat neglected—not by design, but
because we have not given duve recognition
to the necessity for increasing the com-
mercial staff of the London office.

I commend these views to the Premier.
IHe has been over there himself, and may
agree with me that something could be done
so that we might, from motives of patriot-
ism in respect of our own State, utilise all
the agencies that we have to further the
trade  between Queensland and Great
Britain. What the hon. member for
Cooroora has said with regard to exports is
practically true, but a great deal of atten-
tion has been paid by the publicity depart-
ment of the Commonwealth office to foster-
ing a greater trade in the north of England
and the south of Scotland. To-day fairly
large shipments are made to such centres
as Glasgow, Liverpool, Avonmouth, and
sometimes Manchester—all large centres of
population. We have a great number of
friends in those centres, and their activities
should be co-ordinated for the purpose of
boosting our own goods.

The Acting Agent-General has dealt with
a great number of subjects, which shows
the wide ramifications of his office. There
is no doubt that in regard to many of
those commodities Mr. Pike has gained a
very particular knowledge that has been of
great service to the State. I think we all
admit that he did great work for us at
Ottawa in connection with the sugar busi-
ness, and in view of the fact that the

[17 OcrosER.]

Supply. 667

British Government to-day are resetting
their programme we have to be alert to see
that Queensland does not make a worse
bargain than she did on the previous
occasion. Judging by present indications it
would appear that there is a possibility of
making an agreement with regard to sugar
that will be as favourable to us as the
previous one.

The Premier: Certain proposals are being
considered now. There will be a conference
on the matter in February.

Mr. RUSSELL: Quite so. I am sure that
in Mr. Pike’s hands our interests will be
amply safeguarded. I was sorry indeed to
see the reference in the report to the grading
of timber, and I think the attention of
the Sub-Department of Forestry should be
drawn to this defect in our export regula-
tions. We all know that the British market
is a most exacting one. Its operators are
the most particular buyers in the world.
They are so well catered for that they can
lay down terms in their contracts that no
other nation could. It is a valuable market,
however, and once we get their support it
would be very hard for anyone else to get
in. The Acting Agent-General makes refer-
ence to some defect in the grading of our
timber, and evidently the certificate from the
Sub-Department of Forestry is not enough.
I am well acquainted with the conditions
that apply in America: the different lumber
associations have very strict grading rules,
and anyone buying American or Canadian
lumber knows that he will get timber true
to specification. That is one reason why
American timber is so well liked in the
South. We shall have to do that with our
shipments of timber, particularly plywood
timbers. When I was over there I investi-
gated the plywood business for myself, and
there is no doubt that there was just cause
for complaint. We have some beautiful
woods that make very finc veneers, and it
would be a pity to jeopardise the trade for
the want of more careful supervision at the
point of export. That is a matter that the
Sub-Department of Forestry might well take
up, because the people over here are very
anxious indeed to keep their plywood mills
going. In this way it would encourage the
disposal of its veneer logs, and also foster
employment of labour in the timber areas.

Mr. Pike is quite aware of the seriousness
of the present situation in regard to Great
Britain’s agricultural policy. The matter
has been the subject in Australia of a good
deal of debate and no doubt some bickering.
We do not know what will happen in the
future, except that the British Government
have firmly decided to encourage their
agricultural industries to their fullest, as
they are entitled to do. Tt is our duty to
advocate an unrestricted market for our
primary products, but much depends on the
case we can put up. Tt is by the advocacy
of such men as Mr. Pike, allied with other
Australians in Great Britain and all the
organisations engaged in selling our pro-
ducts, that we can make out a strong case
to influence public opinion over thors. An

Imperial Conference is to take place in
London next year for the purpose of
remodelling the Ottawa Agrecment. It will

be our opportunily then to put up the best
case we can in the hLope that we may be
able to make a much belter deal than we
did at Ottawa.

Mr. Bussell.]
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Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [3.53 p.am.}:
There is no doubt that Mr. Pike is carrying
out his duties very satisfactorily. His report
is a very illuminating one, clearly setting
out the various factors that have a bearing
on the marketing of Australian goods in
general and those of Queensland in par-
ticular. In his interesting report, at page
4, he says—

* The interest rates in Great Britain
have fallen to under a 3-per-cent.
basis, and scem likely to fall further.
This tendency has been a natural onc,
and has been made possible by the sound
budgetary policy and the banking skill
of London. It is now apparent that
the banking centre of the world, which
at one time seemed likely to move to
America, has now definitely returned to
London, and the Empire and the sterling
countries have already taken advantage
of this fact.

“ While it is doubtful whether the
coming year will witness any great
advance in prices, owing to the heavy
stocks in most commodities, it is fairly
safe to_assume that the example which
Great Britain has given in restoring
confidence will be followed by other
countries, and that co-operation towards
the lowering of trade barriers and the
rehabilitation of international credit by
sound finance will pave the way to better
conditions throughout the world.”

He places his finger on the vital spot when
he says that ““ The lowering of trade barriers
and the rehabilitation of international credit
by sound finances will pave the way to better
conditions throughout the world.”” We have
observed the improvement in Australia that
followed the adoption of these principles
and it is pleasing to have confirmation from
the Acting Agent-General in London in the
paragraphs in which he stresses the advan-
tages that have accrued and are likely to
accrue from an observance of these vital
factors. He offers some very interesting
observations on the meat export industry,
which are set out on page 8 of his report—
*The imports of frozen beef (in
quarters and sides) into the United
Kingdom in 1934 totalled 108,438 tons,
an incrcase of 31,904 tons over the pre-
vious  year. Australian  shipments,
amounting to 66,153 tons, exceeded those
of 1938 by 18,796 tons. The imports
from New Zealand were 34,862 tons, com-
pared with 21,550 tons; and those from
the Argentine were 4,853 tons, as against
5,685 tons in the previous year.”

This shows that the Ottawa Agreement had
a very big influence upon the meat industry
in Australia, and that we secured a much
larger proportion of the Imperial market
than before. To-day, owing to the dry scason,
we are unable to make up our quota. This
report shows that trade is increasing, and
that we are getting an expanding share of
the valuable British meat market. and that
there is a good outlock for the future.

In another portion of the report the Acting
Agent-General talks about our possibilities
in the export of pork.

“This rapid growth of pork imports
was viewed with apprehension by the
Imperial Government, having regard to
their desire to protect home production.
and in August last they announced that
they desired to restrict the imports for

[Myr. Moore.
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the latter half of 1934, as from 1st July,
by 40 per cent. It was found, however,
that owing to the large number of for-
ward commitments made for the latter
half of the year it was impossible to
keep the figures down to the Govern-
ment’s  wishes, but undoubtedly, in
general, the spirit of those wishes was
kept, and imports were less than they
otherwise would have been. This scheme
was on a voluntary basis, and the
restrictions applied only to the United
States and the Argentine.”’

Our production of pork is exggnding, and
the expansion in export has en remark-
able. That expansion has been noticeable ever
since the abattoirs commenced operating.
That factor is largely due to the very
excellent work carried out at the abattoir
in killing and dressing pork for export,
the closeness of the inspection, and the
desire of the abattoirs to get pigs of the
best quality. The abattoirs have assisted in
experimental feeding, and in the breeding
of pigs of a class that will give pork of the
quality required for export, in order to main-
tain the reputation that Queensland has
justly won in the markets of Great Britain.
As Mr. Pike points out, the Imperial Govern-
ment viewed the rapid growth of pork
imports with apprehension and imposed
restrictions on tmports from the United
States of America and Argentina.  That
action is evidence of the sympathy of Great
Britain with our efforts to secure a market
for our products. That only goes to show
that a great deal of the talk that was going
on was only indulged in for the purpose of
attempting to lead the pcople of Australia
te believe that Australia was being neglected
by Great Britain, and that her desire was
to aid Argentina,

The PREMIER:
up to the end of the calendar year.
then various important conferences
been held.

Mr. MOORE: Page 9 of the report dis-
closes that there has also been an expanding
market for our mutton ard lamb exports.
I am only illustrating the sympathy of the
British Government towards our endeavour
to secure markets. This is fully illustratod
in the remarks of the Acting Agent-General
whose report shows that in spite of ¢ {fi-
culties connccted with the home market,
at the end of June, 1934, Great Britain was
prepared to consider favourably an expand-
g market for all our products. It s
refreshing to have that faect pointed out bhv
the Acting Agent-Genrral. His report s
an excellent one. It deals with the various
products we export, such as sugar, ment.
butter, and cheese. The prospects and t.-»
risks. including those of depreciation of
prices, are set out clearly. Alto~ether. it is
a most satisfactory report. I have heard
it stated by hon. members that owing to
the fact that the flotation of loans was
dealt with by the Loan Council in Aus-
tralia, and no material was being imported
for the building of new railwayvs, there was
no occasion to have an Agent-General or an
Agent-General's office representing Queens-
land: but this report provides conclusive
proof that the Agent-General is doing very
useful work for this State in placing before
us the actual position in order that we may
form our own conclusions. The Acting
Agent-General is to be commended on the
work he has carried out.

That report was written
Since
have
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Mr. BRAND (Isis) [4.2 pm.]): 1 desire
to congratulate \Jr Pike on the very excel-
lent repmf he has compiled. Mr. Pike
has been Acting Agent-General for a
number of years, since Sir Edward Macart-
ney left that office. He has a wide know-
ledge of the industries of Queensland,
particularly the primary industries, and
he is carrying out his duties to the entire
satisfaction of the people of Queensland.
1 should like to see his position converted
from that of Acting Agent-General to that
of Agent-General because of the large quan.
tity of our exports that are handled in
London. Mr. Pike is an authority on the
sugar industry of the world, and during
his residence in London has rendered great
assistance to the sugar industry of this
State. He was sent from London to Ottawa
by the Leader of the Opposition, who was
then Premier of this State, to give the
necessary information 1elatmg to sugar
problems to the Australian delegation to
the conference, and his selvmes were very
valuable. He has set out in this report
that the prospects of the sugar industry on
the market in London are not very bright.
The hon. member for Maranoa this after-
noon expressed surprise that the sugar
industry was in such a deplorable condition
so far as the London market was con-
cerned. We all deplore the fact that the
price received for sugar in London does
not compensate the growers for the cost of
production. The price for sugar there is
lower than it has ever been in the history
of the industry in Queensland, and conse-
quently the producers are havmg an anxious
time.

Mr. Pike’s report also says the Govern-
ment of Great Britain are gnmg greater
attention to the sugar industry in the United
Kingdom, and a royal commission was then
taking evidence to report upon the beet
sugar industry in England. I understand
this report has been printed and is now
available.

The PREMIER:
Greene report?

Mr. BRAND: Yes. I understand the
recommendations are such as are not likely
to favour the Queensland sugar industry,
but the Dominion Committee, which took
shape whilst the Premier was in London, is
likely to be of service to it. It brings
together representatives of all Dominions
e\portmg sugar to Great Britain, and
enables them to move unitedly. By this
co-ordination of effort we should obtain a
great advantage. I am very satisfied that
we have such an able representative in
London, and one who understands this
subject thoroughlv. We can rest assured
that everything that can be done will be
done.

I hope that Mr. Pike receives the full
status of Agent-General for Queensland. It
would be an advantage to Queensland to
have him in that capacity. He is carrying
out his work as efficiently as any of the
State Agents-General. In co-operation with
the office of High Commissioner for Australia
he is furthering the interests of Queensland
industries in particular. The many indus-
tries in Queensland that export their produce
to England require the services of an Agent-
General in London, but it is necessary that
the office should be made a very active one,
especially in  securing markets for our

Are you referring to the
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preducts. In Qucensland the spirit of co-
operative control has been recognised, and
to a large extent the Government have given
help to our many industries. All Govern-
ments recognise the wonderful standard of
our primary products, but the great bug-
bear has been the dlfﬁculty in procuring
markets. The hon. member for Cooroora
occupied the office of Secretary for Agricul-
ture a few years ago, and has travelled
abroad. I support his remarks. After
mature consideration he has recommended
that we should develop in Great Britain
the marketing side of our organisations. A
great service would be rendered to our
many industries if a larger market could
be procured for their produce.

Mr. Pike has also referred to the cotton
industry, which is capable of great expan-
sion in Queensland, and could be the means
of settling many people on the land and
finding occupation for many other citizens.
Queensland is in a position to develop that
great industry, but its future depends entirely
upon markets. In a very comprehensive
way Mr. Pike has indicated the possibilities.
He points out that America has recognised
the wisdom of guaranteeing a certain price
for her raw materials, That has had the
effect of raising the price to the British
manufacturers, and causing them to look
for other sources of supply. He also points
out that the British cotton manufacturers
had to reconsider their position. He doubts
whether Britain can return to her former
greatness as a cotton spmmng country. He
states that the committee he mentions has
already recommended that 10,000,000 of the
40,000,000 spindles in use should be scrapped,
compensatmn for them being paid by those
remaining in the industry. At all events,
it is very interesting to watch the move-
ments in that industry.

I commend Mr. Pike on his able report.
I feel that as a result of his activities
throughout the year he reviews a great deal
of good will accrue to the people in this
country who are so vitally concerned in the
things he mentions. I hope the Government
will recognise the advantages to be gained
by havmg such a_capable officer in London
and that they will give him every support
in trying to find befcer markets for our
products.

Mr. MULLER (Fasstfern) [4.12 pom.]:
also wish to comment favourably on the
report submitted by our Acting Agent-
General. I vervy much regret that we were
unable to get copies of this report until just
before the vote was being discussed in this
Committee. It contains a great deal of
matter that is of interest to exporters of
dairy products. We should show our appre-
ciation of the fact that, as Queensland 1s a
purely primary producing State, we should
be properly represented not merely in Great
Britain but in all parts of the world. The
period under review is perhaps one of the
most interesting and unigue 1n the history
of this State. Major Elliot, the British
Minister for Agriculture, was forced to devise
ways and means of protecting dairymen in
Great Britain. One way was to set up a
form of control of liquid and m=nufactured
milk products. He set up a board similar
to our Marketing Board in Australia. Had
that board operated to any great extent, our
position would have been very difficult. It
is pleasing to note that we have been able
to increase the exports of our dairy produects.

My. Muller.]
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I draw attention to paragraph 10 on page
12 of the Acting Agent-Genceral’s report—

“ For the past three or four years the
average price realised for butter on the
British market has been unprofitable to
producers, but supplies, instead of
decreasing, have increased by over 33
per cent. The amount spent by British
consumers on butter last year was
£35,000,000. In 1930, when prices were
at a reasonable post-war level, the
figure was £46,000.000 for two-thirds of
the quantity. This means that the
British public obtained for £35,000,000
what would have cost £69,000,000 some
four years ago, a saving of £34,000,000
in one year.”

At 415 p.m.,

Mr. GLEDSON (Tpswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. MULLER: In view of those circum-
stances we cannot wonder that Britain has
to resort to very extreme measures to protect
ker own primary producers. We have been
enabled, through o»ganisation on this side
of the world and our represcentation in Great
Britain, to maintain the export price.

In the last paragraph on page 13, referring
to butter, the Acting Agent-General deals
with a question very important to Queens-
land. Notwithstanding the fact that the
quality of dairy produce exported from
Queensland is not nearly so high as that
from the Southern States, you will notice
that in almost every competition, not merely
in Australia but throughout the world, the
exports from this State are outstanding. We
read—

“ At the competition for Dominion
butter held in connection with the annual
show of the British Dairy Farmers’
Association in London last October, the
first prize for salted butter was awarded
to the Maryborough Co-operative Dairy
Association. Kingaroy, and the second
prize to the ¥sk Co-operative Dairy
Association. The Quecnsland Farmers’
Co-operative Association, Laidley,
secured a ‘Reserve’ and five other
factories were ¢ Highly Commended.” ”

The paragraph goes on to give us some idea
of the success we have achieved in the
export of our dairy produce. To my mind,
one of the mere important duties of the
Acting Agent-General is to boost the quality
of the produce we are sending to that
country.

We must bear in mind that great quantities
of dairy produce were taken by Britain
from Australia during this difficult period.
This report deals with the last calendar yecar
and the position has improved since then.
Up to June, 1935. we exported from Aus-
tralia something like 117,000 toms of butter,
of which Britain took something like
107,000 tons. The Agent-General's office is
to be congratulated upon assisting us in
that direction.

Another point tlat has been mentioned
this afternoon concerned advising us from
time to time as to prospects of important
markets. While there may be something in
that contention I for one should not like to

take any great risk on such a prophecy
of conditions for a great primary
product on a world wmarket. The whole

matter is of a speculative nature and it
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would be difficult for any Agent-General, cr
anyone in the trade for that matter, to
foretell what the markets may have in
prospect for us. I for one should not expect
the Agent-General! to make such a forecasi,
and I should not at any time recommend a
State to gamble on an anticipated market.

The report is very illuminating and very
comprehensive, and I am delighted to hear
the favourable comments from both sides
of the Committes. his is not a party
question, and if we are to do our best in
the interests of the State—considering that
we are a State of primary industries, and
dependent upon them—one of our most
important duties must be to see that our
goods are adwertised to the best advantage
in every part of the world. Any money
spent in that direction will be a sound
investment.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [4.20 p.m.}: It is quite refreshing
to hear this debate. There is no doubt at
all that Mr. Pike, the Acting Agent-Geueral,
is doing excellent work in Great Britain.
1 say quite confidently—having a knowledge
of all the facts—that Qucensland is better
represented than all the other States of
Australia, owing to the fact that Mr. Pike
applies himself to the duties of his position
with great industry, has a wide knowledge
of all questions affecting this State, and
enjoys an excellent reputation in London,
which enables him to obtain entry to official
circles. It has been suggested at Premiers’
Conferences that the oflices of Agents-
General should be merged into Australia
House.

Mr. MOORE: Some of the States agreed.

The PREMIER : Yes. Some of the States
were inclined to coquet with the proposal,
but upon mature reflection and with wider
knowledge it was finally discarded. What-
over may be the future relations of the
States with the central Government, it is
cssential that while the present Comnon-
wealth Constitution remains the various
States should have their own representatives
in London. Inevitably, in a werld torn by
great difficulties, Australia FHouse has te
deal with hig issues affecting Empire and
Dominion pelicy, and the time of the High
Commissioner 13 very largely taken up at
conferences at Geneva and altention io
diplomatic relations with Great Britain and
other countries. e should be left entgirely
froe to deal with those matters, and the
States should look after their own husiness
in their own way. That dces not prevent,
nor should it prevent, co-ordinaticn of
activities as between the States’ Hoeuses and
Austral’a House, and I am happy to be able
to state that the relationship between the
Queensland cffice and Australia House 1s
most cordial in character. Mr. Pike fre-
quently meets the High Commissioner to
discuss matters affecting the welfare of
Gueensland, and he is always called into
consultation with that gentleman oa such
subjecte, In addition, the wvarious State
Agents-General frequently meet to deal with
matters of interest to all the States. Under
the present Commonwaalth Coustitution the
Commonwealth Government are the authority
to approve of trade agreements with Great
Britain or anv other country. The Prime
Mirister has recently adopted the policy of
consulting the States most interested 1n
matters of overseas concern. I consider
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that policy to be a good one, and if con-
tinued will be of benefit not only to the
States but also to Australia.

Our great difficulty lies in the marketing
problem. When I speak of markets, I must
emphasise, as other hon. members have
emphasised, that Great Britain is the best
supplied market in the world, She can
draw her supplies, including raw material,
from every country in the world and conse-
quently enjoys a very wide choice. No
marketing policy c¢an be permanently
successful unless it is based on excellent
quality and uniformity of standard or grade.
Home people may be able to sell goods not
up to standard once, but afterwards their
market is destroyed and can never be
regained. I would refer more particularly to
the canned fruit and jam industries. Aus
tralian jam has a very bad reputation on
the British market. That is because
Colonial-made jams and jellies were sent in
very large quantities to the troops in the
great war. At that time anything that
could be canned was sold. In many cases
quality was lacking and the genersl get-up
of canned fruit left very much to be
desired. Tins arrived in leaky condition
and grading was conspicuous by its absence.
The consequence is that now, even though
these defects have been remedied and grades
for export have been laid down by the Com-
monwealth—I assume they are vigorously
enforced—canned fruit and jam from Aus-
tralia are now sold in London, not on their
label, but on the basis of a 10 per cent
examination. The percentage found %o be
faulty on that examination is considered to
be the percentage of faulty goods in the
whole consignment. It takes a long time
%0 eradicate this prejudice once i} is created.
As a result prices are seriously affected.
Packs of Californian canned fruits are true
to grade and are sold on their label. The
same applies to the Hawalian pineapple
pack. People who have been in the habit
of purchasing these packs find that they can
reply uporn them. They require a great
deal of persuasion to try any new brand
or commodity. 1 mention these things to
indicate how important it is to see that all
grades are rigorously maintained and that
all goods exported are true to specification.
In that way a reputation is built up, and
markets once gained are not likely to be
lost. It is only on the basis of general
excellence and fidelity to brand, grade, and
label that we can hope to build up a trade
in such articles,

Reference has been made to the meat and
sugar industries. Proposals are now being
considered by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in regard to meat, and others in refer-
ence to sugar. Great Britain is pursuing a
policy of building up her home industries.
No one can offer any objection to that. It
is the duty of the Government of any
country to build up agriculture: A country
that neglects agriculture has no future. No
nation can ever become great unless its
policy is based on a sound land and agri-
cultural policy. Therefore, we in Australia
can offer no objection to the effort being
made in Britain to build up the agricultural
industry., That policy finds employment for
the people and makes the nation indepen-
dent of external food supplies in fimes of
difficulties. But what we have a right to
object to is that any other country should
be regarded on terms of equality with the
TDominions, That is the basis of the dis-
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pute at the present time. Take, for
example, sugar, Cuba is a very large
exporter of sugar. Cuba purchases only
about £250,000 worth of goods from Great
Britain annually, yet Britain buys a very
large amount of Cuban sugar. Australia
should not be called into conference with
Cuba on a question of sugar quotas. We
say that after the farmers of Britain have
secured a market for their products prefer-
ence should be given to the Dominions. We
hold that if any quotas are to be imposed
they should be imposed on foreign countries
first.  Competition from Australia is not
with the British farmer, it is with the
foreign. producer; and it cannot be over-
emphagised that Britain purchases more food-
stuffs from foreign countries than she pur-
chases from all the Dominions and the Crown
Colonies combined. All we claim is an
expanding share of the British market and
&he right to compete on equitable terms with
foreign countries in that market.

Mr. WaALKER: We are given a great advan-
tage in regard to sugar.

The PREMIER : With sugar we have an
advantage of 2s. 9d. a owt., and the Chan-
cellor of the Excheguer has intimated that
no change will be made in that policy with.
out due notice being given to the Dominions.
The Crown Colonies receive an advantage
in that respect of £1 a ton in excess of that
granted to Dominion sugar. After the war
Britain embarked upon a policy of a bounty-
fed beet sugar industry. That has cost
her a great deal of money. As a matter of
fact she could have paid a considerable
amount to the British farmers and bought
sugar overseas and still shown a congider-
able saving. The Government over there
are faced with the difficulty that has thus
been created.

I was in Britain when the royal commis-
sion referred to by the Agent-General was
set up, and one of the proposals that was
canvassed in Britain is that the Tait and
Lyle Company and other vefineries be given
sole marketing authority for & period of
years and in return that they guarantee
for a period of years a base price for sugar
produced from beet grown in Greats Britain.
The Tait and Lyle Company and other
concerns would be able to charge a price
for sugar hased on that agreement, and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer would be free
from the Budget difficulties that a large
bounty brings wabout. Whether that course
will be finally adopted is a matter of policy
for the British Government. It is based on
the idea that sugar should be paid for on
the basis ©f what we would call a home
consumption price, 1 can easily under-
stand how a Treasurer would be glad to
adopt such a policy in order to get rid of
the charge on his revenue Budget of paying
several million pounds per annum by way
of bounty. Certain proposals are now being
considered by the Governments of Australia,
including the Queensland Government. The
Chadbourne Agreement expires very shortly
and the objective of the British Government
is to secure a world policy in regard to
sugar. Their proposals are based on that
desire.

While I was in London I met the people who
were interested in the Chadbourne Agree-
ment and they said that Australia should
become a signatory to that agreement. 1
pointed out that it would be no advantage
to Australia to come under the Chadbourne

Hon, W. Forgan Smith.)



672 Supply.

plan at all, and it was suggested that if the
Chadbourne plan broke down and Java threw
all its sugar upon the market, the market
would be affected to a greater extent than
it is to-day and Australia would be the
loser. I replied, by intimating that it was
obvious to me and to any other person who
studied the question that they were not
holding that sugar off the market out of
love and affection for Australia. I pointed
out that they would throw it on the market
at any time it suited them, whether that
time was or was not suitable to the interests
of Queensland or Australia.

Another suggestion that is being con-
sidered is that prior to a world conference
on sugar an Empire conference be held with
the view of obtaining an Empire policy in
relation to sugar. Provided the basis of
consideration is sound and one that can be
agreed to by the Australian producers, there
is much to be said for its suggestion, but I
am not in the position to disclose anything
further than t¢ intimate that the Queens-
land Government are au fait with the posi-
{ion, and are straining every nerve—and
will coutinue to do so—to protect Queens-
land’s interests in any agreement that may
ultimately be made.

The whole difficulty, of course, is the
capacity of the market to absorb a given
quantity of imports. Irrespective of the
ideas an individual may hold, there are
certain basic facts that cannot be overlooked.
If the individual overlooks these he is not
only deceiving himself but also pursuing
a policy that will lead to disaster. We
talk a great deal about the right to an
unrestricted market, We can put forward
an excellent case for it, but we ourselves
are consumers, and I claim it is good policy
for us to buy {from those who buy from us.
That is what is done in ordinary business.
Were I in business I would doal with these
who traded with me. We all do that every
day. On the larger scale Australia and
Queensland, for the things they import
should be the customers of those who buy
from them. That principle must always
guide us in any trade agreement that may
be made with Great Britain or any other
country. The policy I stand for is thai we
shall be customers of those who are customeérs
of ours. Many things are imported into
Australia from countries that purchase very
little from us. The policy I advocate might
be developed with advantage to Australia
and to those who are our customers. These
are things that have to be viewed in the
light of the facts as they exist, and not
from the point of view c¢f any prejudices
individuals may have. At all times trade
must be two-way traffic, whether we like it
or not. One cannot play with a double-
headed penny indefinitely.

Myr. NiMmo: America is our biggest diffi-
culty.

The PREMIER : I have America in mind,
Australia, including Queensland, purchasecs
a very large amount from America, but
what America buys from wus is a inere
bagatelle. On one occasion at Tcowocomba
a dairyman entered into conversation with
me and remarked what a dreadful thing it
was that there should ever have been a sug-
gestion of Britain’s placing a quota on
Australian butter. He spoke very eloquently
about it. He then stepped into his car. T
said, “That’s a very fine car you have got.”
He said, “Yes. I only bought it last week.
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An American car.”” I asked him bhow much
butter he sold to America. He had never
thought of that before. And that is the
logical implication involved in all these
things, We cannot escape it, and future
trade agreements with Britain or with any
other country should be dealt with on the
basis of goods for goods. That is my view
of the position, it is the result of my
experience, and it is an inexorable economic
law.

It has been suggested that Mr., Pike
should be appointed to the permanent posi-
tion of Agent-General. That matter has
been locked into by the Government, and
there is this to be said: we are perfectly
satisfied with Mr. Pike’s services. The
practice, however, since we have had repre-
sentation in London, has always been to
appoint an Agent-General for a specific
period, generally for five years. Mr. Pike
is a young man. Of what advantage would
it be to him to be appointed for five years
when, at the end of that period, there might
be a Government in power who might
desire to appoint one of their own nominees
to that position? It is much better for
him, in my opinion, to carry on in his
present capacity. It in no way affects his
standing in London, nor does 1t affect the
excellence of his services to Queensland.

The suggestion has been made that
a commercial representative should be
appointed to that office. The term ‘‘com-

mercial representative”’ is a very wide one
indeed. What kind of commercial repre-
sentative is he to be? What particular
article of commerce iz he to represent? We
should have to pay a very great deal for a
man who had a knowledge of all industries,
and who could claim to be anm expert in all
the commerce that affects Queensland.
Quite a number of difficulties would
arise in that direction. Take the appomt-
ment of trade representatives by the
Commonwealth. Men who are successful
business men are not applicants for those
positions. They want to look after their
nwn businesses. However, the appointment
of the trade representative in Canada has
been a very successful one. 1 have met
trade representatives who were recently
appointed, and to me they are a likely
looking bunch, and I am sure they will
endeavour to do the best they can for
Australia in the respective spheres to which
they have been appointed. I am prepared
to hear argument as to the appointment of
a commercial representative to be associated
with the Agent-General, but only on condi-
tion that he shall be subject to the control
of the Agent-General. 1 should not mind a
representative being appointed, but the ulti-
mate authority must be with the Agent-
General. Duplication cannot be of much
advantage, and I do not see that any
material gain would result from any appoint-
ment other than that I suggest.

A suggestion has been made that a
Chamber of Commerce representing Queens-
land should be established in London.
There is nothing to prevent such a Chamber
of Commerce being established. That is a
matter for the commercial people of this
country to decide, but if thai is done we
would not agree that it-should supplant or
control the Queensland office. My experi-
ence is that a representative who has access
to the Ministry and to the high officers of
State is more likely to achieve success in
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London than a man who is merely repre-
senting a commercial community. That is
the view I take as a result of my own
observation and experience.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [4.44 p.m.]: 1 wish
to pay a tribute to the Acting Agent-General
in London. T think he has filled the position
with dignity and efficiency. I have gone
through his report fairly carefully and see
that the interests of Queensland have been
well looked after. I should like to say that
I regret that while there has been free
spending of money in Queensland, a cheese-
paring policy has been adopted in regard
to the Agent-General’s office. The amount
provided is £8,302, considerably less than
used to be appropriated. I notice also that
the salary attached to the position of Acting
Agent-General 1s £750 a year, less the deduec-
tion. I do not know whether there is pro-
vision for extra emoluments not in the
Estimates, but if that is all he draws, I
think the amount should be increased. When
the deductions take effect it amounts to only
£13 a weck, which is a rather ridiculously
small salary for a man of Mr. Pike’s capa-
bility in the very high position he holds.

I should like to see that office consider-
ably enlarged. We are entitled to spend a
little money there to push our goods. I
would go so far as to put on a recognised
commercial representative or traveller going
to the big manufacturers looking for busi.
ness. I believe that would be money well
spent. We are so far away that we séem to
think it is not possible to do that kind of
thing, but I remember when 1 was over
there I met, both in England and Germany,
a man from Spain who was travelling round
the tanneries and booking up quantities of
hides from Spain. I believe that by doing
the same thing we could get to know the
requirements of trade there and build up a
bigger business and possibly get better
prices for our commodities than we are
getting to-day. These are matters that
should be investigated. It would be a good
thing to have a little more publicity in
England than we have had. We may be
transgressing on the sphere of the Common-
wealth, but whether or not the Common-
wealth takes up this matter in the proper
way, we are entitled to do a little of it
ourselves.

I think Queensland’s property in the
Strand—Queensland House—could be better
employed. More use should be made of the
ground floor of that building; it should be
made a display room for the cxhibition and
perhaps the sale of our primary products.
In that way we could do a great deal for
our primary producers.

More care should be taken to secure a
continuity of supplies for overseas markets.
There is room for much greater trade in our
goods if we had some way of putting them
on the market in certain regular quantities
each month. I remember seeing canned
peaches in England—the Premier referred to
the same matter—and I noticed particularly
that they sold well for the time they were
there. The shops told me that the trouble
was that they could only get supplies for
about iwo months of the year. We should
go in for building up a regular trade.
Similarly, our butter is at times thrown on
the English market in large quantities and
at other periods of the year the supply is
short, and then some other brand gets the
trade.
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Great Britain is a very heavy buyer of
our primary products, purchasing 93 per
cent. of our exported butter and 84 per cent.
of our wheat. We should appreciate her
action in buying those large quantities of
our produce. 1 was delighted to hear the
Premier say that there could not he one-
way traffic in the export trade, that we
should purchase from those people who
purchased from wus. We should endea-
vour to do more along those lines. I cannot
agree with the remarks of the Premier
concerning the purchase of goods from
foreign countries. British statesmen must
do all within their power to maintain their
own export trade and this can be achieved
only by the adoption of a two-way trafic—
purchasing from those foreign countries that
buy liberally in Great Britain. In these
circumstances, (ireat Britain cannot be
expected to purchase the whole of her
requirements from the Dominions.

Whilst T am very pleased with the excel-
lent work that is being done by the Acting
Agent-General, 1 feel that he should be
allowed greater scope and have greater
financial help. For a man occupying such
an important position the salary is very
small, and I for one should be quite pre-
pared to grant him an increase.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [4.52 p.m.]:
In view of our almost absolute dependence
on Great Britain for our livelihood, the
office of Agent-General, and the Agent-
General himself, are very important factors
in our welfare. I know of no officer of
greater importance to Queensland than the
Agent-General.  Nothing has a greater
bearing on our welfare than the volume
of trade between this country and the Old
Land. I was pleased to hear the Premier
say that it was to our mutual benefit to
encourage trade with Great Britain. He
cxpressed very much the sentiments of hon.
members on this side, but I should very
much like to hear similar sentiments
cxpressed by the hon. member for Warrego.

Mr. BeprorD: If it is confidential. yow
know———-
Mr. DEACON: Exactly. I should like

to hear those sentiments from the hon.
membher for Warrego just for my own satis-
faction. The Premier pointed out that to
a very large extent we¢ must depend on
sreat Britain for the sale of our primary
products and that we cannot expect a happy
relationship to continue unless if is of
mutual advantage to both countries.

Mr. Buprorp: You do not think that
Great Britain buvs our products because
of any love for Bill Deacon?

Mr. DEACON: She buys our products
because shc wants them. Great Britain
must look to other countries for the sale
of her manufactures—she cannot depend
upon us for that. If she can dispose of
some of her wares in this country, so much
the better, but to-day we purchase manu-
factured goods from foreign countries and
expeet Great Britain to buy our primary
products. It is to a large degree a one-
way trade.

Mr. BeEprorD: You buy motor cars from
America because they are the best cars.

Mr. DEACON: The Premier emphasised
this matter in his speech. We not only buy
a large number of motor cars from Ameiica
but oil, agricultural machinery, and other

Mr. Deacon.]
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things we can purchase just as cheaply
from Britain or one of the other Dominions
or colonies. Britain can buy and sell just
a5 cheaply on the world's markets. It seems
to me that we do not buy as much of her
goods as we might.

Mr. Beororp: You buy Plume spirit from
America.

Mr. DEACON: That is the trouble. We
huy too much from America, and too little
from the people who buy from us. It is not
good business for us. The Acting Agent-
General, who in his report, is able to show
how we can sell our goods to the best
advantags, should be able to point out how
we can buy our requirements in Britain to
the mutual advantage of Britain and Aus-
tralia. The office of the Agent-General
appears to be run very well. Mr, Pike
has done his work ecxcellently. The report
shows that. and the Premier himself has
expressed his satisfaction. We know that
Mr. Pike is a capable man, therefore, why
not permit him to show us not only how
we can sell our goods to advantage but also
how we can buy our vrequirements to
advantage? Tt would pay us to purchase
British goods to a greater extent than we
do. We could then sell her more wheat
and meat than we are doing. It is worth
while for hon. members to read the debate
that took place in the House of Commons
in Julv last, and in particular the speech
of the Minister of Agriculture, the Right Hon.
Walter Elliot. in regard to the subsidy to
livestock producers in Britain, the Govern-
ment's long ferm poliey, and the negotia-
tions with the Dominions and Argentine
Governments. In setting out the long term
policy of Great Britain, Mr. Elliot said—

(1) Tt was the firm intention of the
British Government to safeguard the
position of the United Kingdom livestock
industry.

“(2) The policy the British Govern-
ment desired to bring into operation as
soon as they were in a position to do
s0. was to assist the United Kingdom
livestock industry, according to the needs
of the market, from the proceeds of a
levy on imports, with a preference to
the Dominions.

¢ Overseas producers were to be Jeft
free to regulate their exports to the
United Kingdom market themselves. It
was to be an ear-marked tariff on meat
imports, the proceeds to go to the home
industry and orderly marketing to be
secured by general agreement.”

We cannot quarrel with those sentiments.
We put a tariff on the importation of goods
from Britain so that we can encourage
production in Australia. We cannot growl
when Great Britain does the same thing,
It is a reasonable policy, and one we can
fit in with, as we can sell on the British
market with a preference and more than
hold our own with other countries. Accord-
ing to the debate I have quoted from, it
will be about eighteen months before the
British Government can bring such a tariff
into operation. We shall have no great
surplus quantity of meat either this year
or next. The sheep and cattle industries
have suffered heavy losses from drought,
and after the requirements of the local
market are supplied the exportable surplus
will not be great. Therefore, we are not
likely to suffer during the next two years
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from the policy of the British Government.
The local meat trade can absorb all we
can produce in that period, and in eighteen
months’ time there will be a general tariff
imposed in Great Britain, with a preference
to the Dominions. At any rate we should
trust the Acting Agent-General to advise
the Government of the position. The people
in the district I represent are engaged in
the production of butter, wheat, and meat,
and they depend entirely on the overseas
market to absorb what is left after the local
market is satisfied,

I trust the view outlined by the Premier
will continue to be the policy of the Govern-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [6.2 pm.]: An
hon. member opposite stated that Mr. Pike’s
salary was £750. For the information of hon.
members I point out that Mr. Pike’s salary
as Seccretary to the Agent-General is £750
per annum less 19 per cent., plus an allow-
ance granted to him as Acting Agent-General
of £750 less 19 per cent., plus an entertain-
ment allowance of £60 per annum.

Ttem (Agent-General for the State) agreed
to.

AUDIT OFFICE.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move—

“That £16,383 be granted for Audit
Office.”

Ttem agreed to.

IMMIGRATION.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert): I move—
“That £1,670 be granted for ‘Immi-
gration.” ”

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [5.3 p.m.]: The
small amount placed against this vote is not
surprising, seeing the number of unemployed
in the country, and the necessity for prevent-
ing any large influx of immigrants whom we
could not place in occupations. The whole
question of immigration should be considered
from the point of view of the benefit of
Australia primarily. It is no use having
anything but a very hardheaded view as to
what is best for Australia, without reference
to any sentimental idea of relieving any
other countries of their surplus population.

The great influx of population to this
country occurred from 1851 till about 1888 or
1899 and the great volume of that immigra-
tion occurred immediately after the discovery
of the goldfields. That in itself was sufficient
encouragement to all the strong and discon-
tented people of the world to come to this
country—including people who were discon-
tented with the opportunities they had in
their own countries—aided as it was by the
rebellion and revolt against the established
order of things that were common through-
out Britain and Kurope.

The position has largely changed since
then. The industrial history of Europe and
Britain had not then produced the tremend-
ous crop of misery and the large number of
unemployables now to be found in those
countries. There had not yet resulted the
bad effects of a dole system throughout
Kurope. It has to be considered that, this
being the best country in the world and
being the youngest has made the fewest
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mistakes, it should only have the best kind
of people. It will be hopeless to think of
keeping White Australia as an entity if we
load up the country with mean whites. It
is an extraordinary thing that these agita-
tions for careless mmmigration, immigration
without rigorous safeguards—the most
rigorous safeguards, even equal to or better
than those in force for admission of immi-
grants to America, safeguards such 2= would
put the results beyond doubt—are recurrent.
When I was a youngster there was a man,
Lawrence Foley—known as Larry Foley, an
excellent fighter for the duration of a
pugilist’s life and always a good Aus-
tralian. Talking on what Australians
were doing in sport, literature, and
art, with Henry TLawson and Lionel
Lindsay, he said that Australians ought to
be world-beaters. They did not come through
the Suez Canal in floating palaces. They
came round the Cape in wind-jammers.
Often a mother had a youngster at breast
and a foal at foot. When they came to this
country he said they found the finest climate
and the longest period of sunshine in any
day in the world. They got three meat
feeds a day and if they were not world-
beaters they should be. It is necessary that
we should keep up that standard which pro-
duced for the last war the finest soldiers
in the world. It may be that it is the
imminence or the possibility of war that has
given rise again to this question of immigra-
tion. It will be remembered that while
Australia was exporting the finest men who
took part in the last war their places were
being filled by inferior immigrants who came
from the country that was more directly at
war than were we. We must avoid under
any circumstances any such result as would
have happened from the acceptance of
portion of the £34,000,000 loan that was
offered to this country for immigration. It
was refused under the conditions incumbent
on its acceptance, which produced, for
instance, a number of valueless immigrants
who came to Victoria where they had from
the Government better treatment than any
Australian-born ever had. In spite of this
they returned to England to vilify this
country. If a similar attempt is made again
to populate this country, British in its
origin, with such immigrants, then the
country must still remain empty and com-
paratively unprotected, although mnot so
unprotected as our enemies would like. We
must see that immigrants are taken from
the best people of the countries of the
world. It 1s utterly impossible to think that
the best immigration material in England is
likely to be encouraged to come to the
country after the demonstration put up by
the immigrants revatriated from Vietoria.
They sent sandwich-men round the Strand
in London vilifying this country. Tt is also
unlikely that the best of the immigration
material in London will be attracted to this
country by such an ungrateful act as the
Lancashire boycott of Australian goods.

The PREMIER: The best material
take no notice of the sandwich-men.

Mr. BEDFORD : Probably not, aud I hope
not. Here is an answer to the most recent
migration proposals to be put forward in
London by the Rt. Hon. J. H. Thomas,
Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.
Snerking on the £53530 expended by
Western Australia in repatriating migrants,

would
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the Premier of that State, M: {ollier,
said :—

‘ The Government had found money to
repatriate many migrants who would
never make good in this countr .’

The Premier of Western Australia went on
to say that nearly all had come out under
the group settlement scheme. He could
produce hundreds of local doctors’ certifi-
cates saving that it was inexplicable that
the men  should have been  pasiod  as
migrants. The London doctors replied—

“ Doctors chosen by Australia had
gained nothing by passing unfit persons
vas the opinlon expressed in overseas
settlement circles in reply to Mr. P.
Collier’s criticism. It was stated that
it was common Lknowledge that the
medical examiners depend on the exam-
inees for information regarding many
obscure and recurrent ailments. More
over, Mr. Collier was unfair in attacking
the examination, since a different climate
and food are likely to produce all manner
of changes in the human syitem in a
decade.”

Nobody is saying they were bribed, but,
generally, there was carelessness in select-
ing those people and passing them, a care-
| sssness that said, “Anything is good enough
for Australia.”

An interstate conference in Sydney the

other day of master plumbers advocated
action by the health authorities against
owners of properties with bad sanitation

and poor water supply. At that conference
Mr. G. Curtis said that the only way to
eliminate slums was to make a law to force
the people to keep clean. In Melbourne
he had seen bathrooms used as fowl houses
and as stores for wood. This is peculiarly
an English habit, and you will find that
in most cases the offenders against cleanli
ness are the migrants who have been brought
in here to lower Australian conditions.

Mr. Cravrox: It is hard to discover.

Myr. BEDFORD: It is hard to discover,
but I examined eighty houses in England,
only six of which had operable baths, and two
of those were boarded over for dress-makers’
cutting-out tables, two were used for rubbish,
and there were only two really avaiiaide out
of the eighty.

If we adopt the suggestions that are made
that we should accept any kind of person
from anywhere because this country is empts
and therefore open to invasion, then we shall
strengthen ourselves, by importing weak-
ness. Our birth rate is not so bad as it
is represented to be. For instance, the
natural increase for the years 1926 to 193]
for the various countries is as follows:—

Per cent.
Japan 1.48
Australia 1.60
England and Wales U ¥
Scotland . L2l
Ireland .12
Belgium .. .68
Denmark ... .. .65
France .. .b3
Germany ... .. .56
Italy .. .88
Spain .. .30
At 514 p.m.,

The CuarMaN resumed the chair.

Mr. Bedford.l
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Mr. BEDFORD: Japan is the country
most held up to us as a bogy. In Australia,
as shown by the last census, there are
1,900,000 males between the ages of 15 and
55, Seeing that the Boer War cost
£300 500,040, took the lves of 30,000 men,
and then cost another £30,000,000 to put the
Boers on to their farms, and that ¥ngland
had invaded a country with only 46,000
men between the ages of 16 and 60, the
bogy of invasion cannot be used to justify
the introduction of the worst kind of immi-
grants to Australia.

I believe that just as soon as it Is
economically possible for Australia to keep
@ large population we should introduce immi-
grants, but they should be immigrants of
that kind who pay their own way here
We cannot expect to get men who are already
settled in good positions in other countries,
but by a system of rigorous exclusion of
the unfit we could get the best possible
material, sound, healthy, good working
people, from Britain—and from Rurope—but
not necessarily to take away from Australia
the reproach that it is incapable of resisting
invasion. The 1,900,000 men already men-
tioned between the ages of fifteen and fifty-
five are. I think. a sufficient answer to that.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Maclay) [5.17 p.m.]: I was not here for
much of the debate on immigration, but I
think I should say something concerning it.
I was called away by the Premier’s Office
to deal with some important business. This
vote deals with an organisation that has
been kept as a kind of skeleton staff since
the period when migration as between Great
Britain and Australia was suspended. Its
activities are largely associated with the
after-cave of hoys who were brought here
during the period of Governments of which
Mr. McCormack and Mr. Theodore were
Premiers. The work it does in association
with the New Settlers’ League has been
excellent indeed, and the boys concerned
have achieved a success of approximately
95 per cent., according to the reports by both
the department and the league. In other
words, these boys have been absorbed into
the population of Queensland and have
become good Queensland and Australian
citizens—the equal of any other citizens.

My, Moore: Would the ten boy scouts be
monthly or annually?

The PREMIER: Monthly, I understand.
They have been brought over by the Boy
Scouts Association and are not in any way
a charge on the Government of Queensland.
Obviously, however, the Government will
help them,

Mr. Moore: Will they come under the
after-care of the Immigration Department?

The PREMIER: They will come under
the New Secttlers’ League, really, and not
under this department. What I desired to
emphasise was that Queensland is a large
country with great resources in land not
yet taken up or developed. The serious
thing from our point of view is the diffi-
culty in getting our own native-born boys
interested in land occupation. For example,
last year we offered 200 scholarships under
our juvenile employment scheme to boys in
Queensland, under very favourable circum-
stances, and many of those positions have
not been filled. Moreover, the New Settlers’
TLeague and the Department of Labour and
Industry have regularly received applications
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for bovs, but again those positions cannot
e filled. That appears to me to be very
worious indeed, but if Queenslanders native-
born will not settle the lands of our State,
those lands must be settled by people from
other countries. That is the view I take,
and there is ample opportunity for boys
of the type that I have mentioned.

The Prime Minister quite recently, and
very aptly, pointed ous that no Govern-
mient would re-cstablish immigration while
the problem of unemployment confronted
the Commoenwealth and all the States. But
Australia rannot vest cortent with its pre-
sent small population. The final title to
Jand can be Justiied only by its success-
ful secttlement. Throughout history that
is the only title that is recognised. It
is regrettable that we are unable to foster
a land sense and to promote land settle-
ment by our own people. Parents are very
largely to blame. Apparently many of them
are satisfied to have their boys idle in the
city, maintained by them, rather than aliow
them to engage in land occupations. The
Department of Lahour and Industry, the
various churches, and the New Settlers’
League have done everything they can by
way of supplying information to the parents
to make them aware of the opportunities
that are available in this respect. Unfor-
tunately, there has been little response and
boys are not offering for the employment
that is available. The department, the
church organisations, and the New Settlers’
League are able immediately to find posi-
tions for a large number of boys under
decent conditions. Educationists and other
people who are able to influence public
thought should give serious attention to this
phase of our national life.

I do not believe in mass migration, nor
do I think it is likely to succeed. That
view is confirmed by the experience of Vic-
toria  and Western Australia. When
families migrate from Great Britain to
commence life again in settlements in Aus-
tralia they are less likely to be absorbed
permanently into the population than they
would be if they were working among
people already settled here. The change in
conditions between England and Australia is
very great indeed, and if migrants are settled
together they are homesick together, their
womenfok are often discontented and
unlikely to become good settlers. The form
of immigration that I support is the nomina-
tion system involving the careful selection
of suifable types. I think it was Dr. John-
son who once said that you could do almost
anything with a Scotchman if you caught
him young cnough, and the same thing
applies to immigrants to this country.

The hon. member for Warrego referred
to the physique of many of the 1mmigrants
who came to this country under the system
of assisted settlement. Under that system
many ecxpedients were adopted in order to
pass the necessary medical examination.
I can recall one occasion, when I was about
cighteen yvears of age, doing a sign out-
side a building in a large city in Great
Britain. At that time the Queensland
Government, in common with other Govern-
ments, were advertising for agricultural
labourers, gardeners, and men with experi-
ence of the land, intimating that they would
be transported to Australia on the pay-
ment of £1. I saw the applicants for these
positions entering the various offices and I
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noticed that they comprised largely men
who had had no experience on the land, no
association with horticulfure—men who had
never done any real hard labouring work
in their lives. The conditions were very
lax when the time arrived for the intended
migrant to pass the doctor. For example,
it was possible—I observed it myself when
working in the dockyards in London—for a
man to secure papers and present himself
for medical inspection on behalf of his
brother or friend. TUnless the system has
since been tightened wup, a somewhat
similar procedure took place in regard to
the amount of money required by an alien
before he could embark for America or
Canada. If this alien was required to
possess £50, one of the number, who pos-
sessed that amount of money, would pass it
round amongst many individuals.

Any system that may be adopted in the
future must have adequate safeguards.
Personaliv. I believe that care must be
exercised in any scheme that may be adopted
to get the immigrants yourg, and to ensure
careful selection. If conditions in Australia
are made good enough, then men of an
adventurous type who are likely to be suc-
cessful seleetors, may be induced to come
to  Australia. No wholesale system of
migration is likely to he encouraged by any
Government, no matler what party that
Government represent,

Mr. EDWARDS (¥Yanango) [527 pm.]: I
congratulate the Premier on the spcech he
has just made. It is absolutely fair, except
in one particular. He has taken the Com-
mittee into his coufidence as to the methods
adopted by the New Settlers’ League, the
churches, and the Government to induce
boys {rom the large centres of population,
not oily to go on the land but also to stay
on the land. While T have no desire $o
begin a controversy 1 suggest to the Ire-
mier the desirabil'ty of looking very care-
fully into the policy of the Government of
which he is the head. Tf he does, he will
find that much of the difficulty he complains
of is to be found there. I have talked with
many bhovs who have come from overscas—
I have watched them grow up—and I want
to tell ihe hon. member for Warrego that
they will compare very favourably with the
people who came out here in the old wind-
jammers. These lads have put up a wonder-
ful record.  As the Premier pointed out. 95
per cent. of them have made good. I have
secn them go to situations in the bush and
endure pretty solid difficulties and great
hardships. "They have stuck at their jobs,
and have grown up under those conditions.
Seme of these lads to-day can be classed
amongst our best settlers. They accepted
work offering to them with onc definite

objeet in view, and that was o become
settlers and onc day own selections of
their own. These boys set out with the

purpose of saving sufficlert monev to take
up land. Many of them succeeded in their
cbjective, and the Govetnment and other
people who have been responsible for their
coming to Australia deserve the thanks of
the community.

In regard to our Queensland boys, in many
instances they appear to be educated against
going on the land or thinking that a career
on the fand is an objective worth while.
[ most cases when our boys go out it is
with the definite objective of earning a few
pounds and returning to the city where
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they may be able to take advantage of the
opportunities affcrded there for amusement,
which are alsent in the country.

I agree with the Premier in his statement
that this is a huge country and should carry
a vast popuiation. The system of group
settlement has always been a failure. It
vas a failure in the case of the returned
soldiers and, as the Premier pointed out,
it is a greater failure when applied to
stranger= f{rom overseas. Ten or twenty
immigrants arc sent to a good district and
if one becomes discontented who has a
persuasive personality, he will cause the
remainder to become discontented. When
they do so, they st at their gates and talk
about their hard times and think out schemes
to induce the Government to come to their
assistance. Sometimes it happens that a
body of men arc working quite contentedly
and one who has the gift of the gab comes
along and in half an hour is able to make
these men discontented with their lot. The
group settlement schemes inaugurated in
Victoria and Western Australia have not
been successful. I have not full information
in regard to the Victorian settlement, but
I understand the group settlers were placed
on an area of land known as the North-
Western Mallee, TIf that is the area, it Is
no wonder those settlers failed. It is regret-
table that immigrants should be put on
country of that class, where it would be
impossible for them to succeed. Such discon-
tented immigrants are a bad advertisement
for Australia.

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : You would break
their heart and spirit.

Mr., EDWARDS: It would break any-
one’s heart. T am familiar with that
country and the conditions the seftlers
would have to put up with. When a sand-
storm sweeps that country the sand covers
the fences and renders the country useless
for years. That should be avoided. We
should give all the cncouragement possible
to the right class of carefully-chosen
migrants. But it should be done in this
way: we should first rectify our own diffi-
culties and show to intending migrants that
conditions in Quecnsland are sound and
stable encugh for them to make good. If
this was dopne there would be very little
necessity to provide help in the way of
cash. The right class of migrant will be
attracted if conditions are good.

Mr. Powrr: But vou do not believe in
good conditions.

Mr. EDWARDS: The interjection of the
hon. member is not worth replying to. We
are dealing with a scrious problem in the
interests of this great State of Queensland.
If what I suggest was put into effect there
is no doubt we shculd obtain a stream of
desirable immigrants from Great Britain
and other countries. In the past, when it
was an easy matter to obtain land, when
taxation was not so high, and when the
mining fields were booming we had not to
meake use of public advertisements in order
to encourage immigrants to our shores.
They came of their own volition. They
went into the backblocks and developed
the country. We are certainly proud of
these people.

People should be focking to Queensiand.
The country is now opened up and the
State is the best in Australia. There must
be a deep-seated reason why we cannot

Mr, Edwards.]
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attract immigration. An overseas visitor
with a world-wide experience stated that
Quecensland was one of the best countries
in the world. That being so why should
we not obtain migrants without having to
attract them with financial help? Queens-
land should also be attracting settlers from
the South, where the people are literally
tramping on one another’s toes, and paying
£100 an acre for land that could be pur-
chased in Queensland for about £10. All
that is necessary is that we should ke in a
position to prove to would-be settlers that
Queensland conditions are such as will enable
them to make good.

Mr. MAHER (WWest Moreton) [5.34 p.m.]:
I am glad to hear the Premier’s remarks on
this subject this evening; it is not the first
time I have heard the Premier speak in this
strain. At the Gatton Agricultural College
on diploma day last year the Premier deliv-
cred a very sensible address on similar lines.
The hon. member for Nanango has located
the trouble in regard to the difficulty in
securing farm boys, as he indicated when
he spoke just now. It is most regrettable
that the policy of the Government is con-
centrated in the direction of providing the
most attractive conditions for the residents
of the metropolitan area, and the large
provincial cities, their great vote catching
areas. Evervthing is out of balance as
between our country and city life.

The Previer: If that it so why does Dr.
Earle Page point out that we have more
farmers than either Victoria or New South
Wales?

Mr. MAHER: That is because of the
geographical area of Queensland. One has
only to look at the map and notice the
smallness of Victoria and New South Wales
as compared with Queensland. The condi-
tion Dr. Earle Page noted is accounted for by
the size of the State, and the enormous area
of fine land suitable for farming. But the
Premier knows full well, as does every other
thinking member of the Labour Party, that
conditions are made so attractive in the
c¢ity—what with Industrial Court awards
granting short hours and high wages in
comparison with those our primary producers
are able to pay—that the country is not
attractive to boys. Obviously, the parents
who reside in the city areas feel that it is
better to keep their boys in the city with
the chance of securing well-paid positions
with short hours and more attractive con-
ditions than to send them into the country
districts, where the economic conditions of
the dairying,” wheat, fruit, cattle, and wool
mndustries make it impossible to grant the
wages and conditions of employment that in
any way approximate those obtaining in the
city areas.

The whole cause of the existing trouble
lies in the policy pursued by the present
Premier and his supporters. It is no use
blaming the parents. They see the position
as 1t 1s. When they are faced with the
chance of the boy getting a job at £2 a
week in a city factory or business house
and the prospect of going up on classified
increases, as prescribed by Industrial Court
awards, and hours constantly tending down-
wards, they will naturally struggle hard to
secure that position for the boy. They will
not be attracted by the prospect of his
getting 15s. or £1 a week and keep on
a farm and only uncertainty in the future.
That is the cause of the whole trouble,
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and we have to meet conditions as they
are.

The question, therefore, is, “ What iz tie
best thing to do?” If our own boys are
not attracted to farming life because of
those things—and the demand is still there for
the farming boys—the farmers still require
assistance—there is an obligation upon us
to try to satisfy that demand. If we cannot
get our own Queensland or Australian boys
to accept the vacancies that are there, is
it not best to move through some of the
religious organisations, the New Settlers’
League or any other responsible body to
introduce boys from Great Britain? They
have a plentitude of boys in Great Britain
who are anxious to take up farming life
under our Queensland conditions. Why not
bring these boys out? I am satisfied we
could absorb 5,000 young boys from Great
Britain without any difficulty.

Mr. Tavror: Under what conditions?

Mr. MAHER: TUnder the conditions
provailing in our primary producing dis-
tricts. The farmer is not the ogre that
some hon, members would paint him. Modern
Qieensland farmers build attractive homes
and give good accommodation to employees.
The employees have any amount of attrac-
tive life in our country districts to-day.
The position in the country is entively
different from what it was a quarter of a
century ago, when we were pioneering the
State. The boy who has a liking for the
land is very well treated by Queensland
farmers to-day. The conditions of employ-
ment and social life for these boys have
improved far above what they were a quarter
of a century ago.

Mr. O’KegreE: We see that all our boys
get those improved conditions.

Mr. MAHER: I have no objection to the
hon. member’s seeing that the boys get
them. I think it is desirable that the boys
get good homes on the farms and ampie
opportunity for social life. I know many
boys who came from my eleciorate te
Brisbane and got positions, who frequently
tell me that they had better social conds
tions and happier times amongst the boys
and girls in the country distriets. Every-
body who is acquainted with country condi-
tions knows how very lonely a big city
can be, where he does not know people,
and neighbours are more or less indifferent
The boys do pine for the happy social
life on the farms. Things are changed in
that respect, and the average farmer to-day
is willing to pay a good honest boy a good
honest wage and to treat him as one of
the househo!d and to give him every oppor-
tunity to learn the farming work in all its
phases and let that boy enjoy himself reason-
ably, too.

Another matter to which I should like
{o refer is the shortage of domestic girls.
It is & problem to secure help in the house-
hold. 1 have been told that the payment
of the dole to girls has a bearing on this
matter. Whether that is so or not I am not
sure, but the fact remains that any house-
holder in Brisbane who wants to secure a
girl for household help finds it difficult.
You can offer good homes and good money
and attractive conditions and then find 1t
hard to get girls of a suitable type. I
think any member who has had experi-
ence could bear me out if he liked to
speak the truth. There is scope in Queens-
land to-day for 5000 for domestic service.
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The tendency is for women to be attracted
more and more into industry, not only in
the business offices at shorthand and type-
writing, especially in the Government ser-
vice, but also in the factories and other
secondary industries. There is an unmis-
takable demand for female labour, and the
trend is for girls to find reasonably attrac-
tive employment in those places. The
number of girls available for domestic ser-
vice is becoming very small indeed. What-
ever the causes, the fact remains that it is
almost impossible, even when householders
offer extravagant wages and good homes
and conditions, to get the right type of
girl for domestic service. I submit that fact
for the very serious consideration of the
Hon. the Premier.

I think there 1s room in Queensland
to-day for 5,000 boys for farm work and for
5,000 girls for domestic service, from over-
seas., No doubt large numbers of boys and
girls brought into our country in that way
would have a good effect in Queensland
generally and they would become good
Queenslanders as they matured. The Govern-
ment should give serious consideration to
something of this sort. As the Premier
says, mass movements of population from
one country to another may be undesir-
able. and group movements for reasons he
indicated may cause discontent. However.
boys and girls who come here in their early
vears will settle down and develop into good
Queenslanders who, in the course of time.
will be very helpful in the development of
our State.

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [5.49 p.m.]: I do
not agree with the remarks of the hon.
memher who has just resumed his seat that
the Government should give consideration
to bringing out girls from overseag for
domestic employment in this State. There
are quite a number of girls unemploved
to-day who would be prepared to take on
domestic employment if given a decent wage
and a decent standard of living. I know
of many instances where girls have gone to
labour agencies and have been sent out as
domestic servants at a wage of 10s. a weck
to places where they are compelled not
only to do the cooking and washing and
scrubbing. but to go back at night and
wait on the table and prepare supper for
their employers when they return from th-
theatres. The trouble in connection with
domestic employment in Queensland is that
employers are not prepared to pay the girls
a decent wage and give them a decent
standard of living. I should like to see the
girls organise along proper lines and apply
to the Industrial Court for proper wages
and conditions. There would then be no
need for anybody to seek in vain for girls
to engage in domestic employment.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [5.51 p.m.]:
Tt is true that there are vacancies for boys
and girls in the country under good condi-
tions, and that they cannot be filled by
drawing on the cities. I do not know of one
unemployed boy in my district. They can
get work and they take it. Certainly they
seek the highest wage offering, but they
take whatever is going. How it will ever
be possible to induce boys and girls to go
from the city to the country, I do not know.
At the present time they refuse to go.
Every day we hear the complaint in the
city “that people are unable to obtain
domestic servants. 1 know that there are
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plenty of people in the country who require
girls for domestic service and any number
of farmers who can provide employment
for boys. They do not bother so much now
to look for the boys because they know it
is impossible to get them. Time and time
again I am asked if it is possible to obtain
a boy from the State Children Department.
He has a better chance to-day of getting
on in_life than lads who have parents. He
is able to obtain work and the State sees
to it that he enjoys decent conditions. It is
true that the wages are not high, but he has
a decent boss, a decent home, and gets good
treatment. And they get on. In the city
there are any numbers of boys growing to
manhood without any occupation at all
because they insist upon regular jobs carry-
ing a wage prescribed by the Industrial
Court. The hon. member for Baroona would
like to see the wages of domestic servants
fixed by the Industrial Court. Well, go
ahead and do it! It will simply mean "that
there will then be no jobs available. Go
ahead and fix a wage for farm labourers, as
was done during a previous Labour regime.
There were then no jobs available, simply
because industry could not pay the wages.
It had to go without hired labour. I know
that when the first rural award was intro-
duced into my district there were sixty men
out of work within a week. It could not be
helped.

Mr. H. H. CoLLINS:
award apply?

Mr. DEACON: It applied to farm hands.
The hon. member for Cook should remember
that this award was issued by the court
during the time of the McCormack Govern-
ment.

To whom did the

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
It did not apply to dairymen, and you,
know 1t.

Mr. DEACON: It did apply to them in
certain circumstances. In a very short time
very few hands were employed in the district,
while those who were employed were work-
ing for a lower wage.‘ under the cush.”
The award was ignored. The men them-
selves recognised it was impossible for the
farmers to pay the wage fixed by the award.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member is discussing a matter far removed
from the question under discussion.

Mr. DEACON : I apologise, Mr. Hanson,
for having been led off the track. Imml-
grant boys can be placed in positions in the
rural centres at wages the industry can
afford, and under conditions that are better
than those they are living under now.
Living conditions in the country are better
than those in the cities. It is a pity that
we cannot place our own lads in some
of the vacancies and give them the same
opportunities as the immigrant boys. It
is a pity they will not go to the country.
Jobs are offered to them. It is to be
regretted that we should be giving con-
sideration to the introduction of lads from
overseas when we have so many lads in our
cities and towns without employment who
could fill these jobs and have better pros-
pects for the future than they possess to-day.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [5.57 pm.]: I was
very pleased to hear the speech of the
Premier respecting the settling of cadets or
scouts on farms. It is a tragedy that boys
from the city will not adopt a life in the
country. There must be some reason for it.

Mr. Nimmo.]
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Possibly the conditions in the country are not
sufficiently attractive. We should make them
more attractive. A boy living in a small
town on the railway who desires to visit a
neighbouring settlement is compelled to pay
railway fares in excess of the amount
demanded in the cities for travelling a
similar distance. That is one matter that
tends to make conditions in the country less
attractive. Even if only a small number of
boys are brought from overseas, the very
fact of their coming here might instil in
the minds of our own boys a desire to go
out into the country. It would improve
their physique and health. The good condi-
tions they would work under would broaden
their outlook on life. If the boys could
only realise these facts there would be a
continual drift from the cities and towns
to the country. We frequently hear hon.
members, like the hon. member for Baroona,
making statements that only inflame the
minds of boys who might otherwise go
into the country and lead them to believe
that conditions in the country are awful. I
have gone through the country a good deal
and have seen these boys on farms. They
were quite happy, having a good time, and
contented with their lot. Naturally, if an
agitator or an organiser happencd to come
along and tell them that their conditions
were not as good as those of the men in the
tramways or some other calling, they would
become discontented. We should endeavour
to build up conditions that will make home
life in the country happy and check the drifi
from the farms. e have many instances
where settlers have reared large families,
and developed farms that are now practi-
cally deserted. Our efforts should be to give
encouragement to boys to go on the land in
the directions we have indicated.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [7 pm.}: A very
real difficulty exists at the present time and
has existed for some time in regard to the
scarcity of labour in the country districts.
Only a fortnight ago I was in my own
electorate and I found that the shortage was
very apparent. As the Premier stated, the
difficulty in regard to the local boys is that
you cannot get them to go out. If you could
get them to go out and stick to it for a
month or two they would stay on. The
trouble is to get them to go and to induce
the parents to encourage them to go. I have
had a good deal of experience of immigrant
hovs and they are very satisfactory. They
arc mot so quick to learn as the Queensland
boys, but they are conscientious and trust-
worthy; and they have not a mother here
to write to who will tell them to come home
if thry are not quite satisfied. They remain
on the land and become good ecitizens. I
know several who have settled down and
own small farms and others who are doing
well at share farming.

The Puoblic Service Commissioner has
something to say on this subject in his
report, which is very much to the point.
The passage I refer to reads:—

“ Though the producer may growl, he
has a lot about which to growl; possibly
no section is more the victim of circum-
stances., The public servant is sure of
his fortnightly pay; the producer is not
sure of a fortnightly cheque. Employees
have the protection of carefully con-
sidered and strictly administered awards;
the producer has to depend upon nature
and, in a large measure, upon overscas
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prices. Awards cannot control nature;
industrial conferences cannot influence

the seasons; and overseas prices are
beyond the determination of local
juntas. A five-day week is not for the
producer; even the scriptural six-day
week can be honoured only in the
spirit.”’

There are many compensations for living
in the country, which are not taken into
account by the people in the towns. The
amuscments afforded in the country are just
as attractive, in fact more so, and far less
costly; and it is much easier to save money
in the country because living expenses are
far less than they are in the city.

Mr. JessoN: There are plenty of attrac-
tions in the country?

Mr. MOORE: There are. The _idea
appears to be prevalent thai there is no
chance of advancement for a boy or a man
who goes to the country to earn a living;
but there are no reasonable grounds for it.
Some of the most successful farmers started
with practically nothing. One of the most
successful farmers on the Downs was at cne
time a drayman in Brisbane with a wife and
family who had no experience of farming
work. He left the city and took up a block
of prickly-pear land which had been vacant
for some years. His success was due to the
fact that he possessed characteristics that
are lacking in many people—he had any
amount of courage and industry. FHe left
that farm and secured a large one and
eventually became the owner of 3,000 acres
in the Dalby district. It is not because
opportunity 1s lacking in the country but
because success often depends on the strength
of will, the industry, and the enterprise of
the individual who commences farming and
these traits are sometimes lacking.

After gaining experience the imurigrant
boys become enamoured of the work on the
farm and settle down, recognising that
there is a living to be made on the land.
As the member for Kennedy said. they
recognise there are ample opportunities for
amusement, and they become useful citizens.

Mr. Gar: Do vou think they are more
suitable than Australian boys?

Mr. MOORE: They are not move suit-
able, nor are they so adaptable, or so
spcedily taught. But they stick at it because
their parents are not clese at hand. It 1s
well known that a boy gets lonely during
the first week or two away from home. He
writes to his mother and tells her so. The
natural thing is for the mother to tell l‘mn
to come home. That is not so easv when
the mother is 12,000 miles away. Thus he
sticks to the work, and in the course of
time enjoys it. A great deal of the trouble
is due to the fact that parents are not
willing to allow their sons to go on to farms.
I do not think one could obtain a lad
quicker to learn than the Australian-born.
He is both adaptable and quick. If one
can get the Australian lad to stay eon the
farm one cannot get a better emplovee, but
the difficulty is to get him to stay there.
The point is that so many become enamoured
of the idea of working in the cities with
the five-day week and the fixed working
liours. And then we have the country boy
who appears to have the ambition to become
a policeman! (Laughter.) Hon. members
may laugh, but unfortunately that is 'the
fact. He sces the policeman in his district,
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and as a rule in a country district a police-
man appears to be having an easy time.
After all, that does not lead that boy any-
where. The boy who goes on the farm has
the better opportunity. The Public Service
Lommissioner also savs—

““This lead suggests a scheme of farm-
lets for landless youths who have some
agricultural  training and - practical
experience, but little ﬁnanual means or
backing. The main activity might be
pig-raising and fattening, with dairying
as an adjunct. The youths preferably,
might work their farmlets, co-operatively,
in groups of three or four. To thc
vouth of grit and ambition, the farmlet
would lead in time to the man-sized
farm; assuming good land, good stock,
reasonably a:.sulCd prices, and fair
opportunities, the young fellow should
be able to make wages, and a little
over. He would have the satisfaction,
too, of working for himself, fending
for himself, and practising that self-
help which begets independence.”’

The last portion is, perhaps, the most atirac-
tive of a‘l—woxlung and fending for him-
self, knowing his efforts will be of benefit
to himsolf. 1t is a tragedy in the develop-
ment of Qu€ensland that the owners of
farms have to curtail their operations becausc
of the lack of suitable boys. It is admitted
that there is a tremendous shortage. The
Secretary for Agriculture is aware of it
He has a continnal stream of applications
for boys. which he is unable to fill. I
myself know the difficulty of securing the
necessary help. It is all very fine to say
that if the conditions were governed by
an industrial award with fixed wages and
hours farmers would be able to secure the
necessary help. If the prices for their enm-
moditics were fixed farmers would be able,
perhaps, to pay the award rates and grant
award conditions. But unfortunately, as
My, Story has pointed out, awards do not
take any account of nature or scasons. Ther
have no rezard to overseas prices. Conse-
quently the farmer has to cut his coat
according to his cloth. He cannot pay out
more than he gets in.

It must not be forgotten that it is the
return to the farmer for his exportable
produce that cnables the standard of living
conditions in the city to be maintained.
It is the country that maintains the city,
and it is a tragedy that a State the size
of Queensland, with its very fine country
lands, cannot be developed because of
insufficiency of farming labour. The New
Settlers’ League has advertised for local
hoys to go on farms. It cannot get them.
The Secretary for Agriculture says “the same
thing. In the circumstances we should take
advantege of the opportunity of securing
boys who have proved themselves capable
of doing this class of work, and who will
eventualiv become good settlers. Clertainly
they are comparatively young when they
come to Queensland, but they are looked
after by the New Settlers’” League and
societics under the auspices of the Church
of England and others,

The Immigration Department also has a
welfare section to sce that these boys: are
properly  treated and generally keep a
fatherly eye upon them unti]l they are of
an age to look after themsclves properly.
It does not seem a reasonable thing to
bang the door and say, “ We will not allow
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any of these boys to come in,”” because there
are unemployed in Queensland when those
unemployed will not take the work that is
offering.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER :
gested banging the door.

Mr. MOORE: Nobody has suggested that
the door should be thrown wide open for
anybody to come in and accept this employ-
ment. When we have proof that the boys
who do come in—very often brought out
under the auspices of the New Settlers’
League or by the Immigration Depart-
ment—are successful and have become quite
good citizens in many cases, it seems that
the principle should be extended a little
further. We should again open the door and
see if we cannot bring in a suﬂ%emnt number
of these boys to enable the country to
develop and farming operations to be carried
on. I can find many cases within a narrow
avenue whore operations have had to be
curtailed because of the shortage of labour.
There is no occasmn for those operations
to be curtailed. Hvery immigrant who
comes here and performs useful work is an
asset to the country both as a producer and
a consumer.

Mr. H. H. Corruins: What do they do
when they become of age?

Mr. MOORE: What do they

The Premrsr : Many of them are on farms
of their own.

Mr. MOORL: Many are on farms of
their osn and many arce on share farms,
1 know three who are on share farms and
doing quite well.  One is saving up to
purchase the farm he is on. Once these
boys get into the habit of staying on the
land they will not want to come to the
city. The boys who wiil not go out are our
greatest diFPcultv We find that although
the oppoltumtlca are L}‘ue and numbers
of applications are coming in for bors, the
Government are unable to meet the demand.
with the result that the farmers curtail
their operations.

Nobody has sug-

do now !

Tt would malke a tremendous difference to
this country if that labour were procurable.
Many men find that thev are unable to
carry on. Only a few sweceks ago 1 hap-
pencd to be travelling bptwoexx Dalby and
Bowenville and I called on some people 1
know—a man and his wife—who had 81
whatever

cows. They have had no help

since 10th December last. They have
advertised and sent to various labour
agencies but failed to get assistance. They
wanted a boy and a girl, but could not
get anybody. The man said to me, ‘‘ The

only thing we can do is to sell half the
herd, because we cannot carry on like this.
There is too much for the two of us to do
and it is impossible for us to carry on.
We have not got help in the house, we have
not got help outside, and we cannot get
it.””© That is the big trouble to-day. 1f
boys were coming out the farmers would
know that if they could not get them this
month they would be able to get them next
month, and would carry on until the assist-
ance arrived. Now, they are generally dis-
gruntled, sick of the whole business, and
putting the farms on the market for cale.
The Government’s immigration policy should
be extended to a great deal more than ten
a month. They should endeavour to make

Mr. Moore]
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arrangements for w sufficient number to
come out to supply the demand that is
here. It is recognised by the Government
and various welfare societies interested in
immigration that the demand exists.

It was supposed when the depression came
that a large number of those boys would
come into the city and go on the dole. I
do not think one per cent. of them did
that. The way in which they kept their
iobs, or secured others, is remarkable. They
have been carefully looked after by the
New Settlers’” League, and also by the
Immigration Department, who send an
officer round every now and again to see
the conditions they are working under and
find out how they are getting on, I think
the boys appreciate that. They are certainly
an asset to the State, and it is a great
pity that the siream is so limited when the
requirements of the country are so great.

Mr. TAYLOR (Fnoggera) [7.16 p.m.]:
The discussion this evening has been on
a very serious question. There is no doubt
that if our country is not settled within the
next quarter of a century, some of the other
nations bordering the Pacific will come
here. The time has arrived when the best
that can be done must be done. Youths in
the city are not developing the true Austra-
lian spirit of the youths of my day. We
had to go to the country to get work—the
cities did not offer the inducements they
offer to-day. After all, it does one no harm
to knock around the country for the early
part of one’s life. One may not gain much
financially, but it develops a sound know-
ledge of life, and stimulates one’s natural
logical scnse, and that is an asset for anyone
to carry through life. We should he foster-
ing that earlier spirit in the youths of our
day so that they will desire to take up
this natural vocation of the Australian-born
citizen. Our country offers better prospects
to the youth to-day than it did fifty or sixty
years ago. Although there may be over
production in some primary industries, that
will not exist for ever.

A phase of the matter to which hon.
members opposite might give some considera-
tion is the fact that some of them are
always pointing out in this House—and the
Press and members of other Houses of
Parliamment do likewise—that people on the
land have very hard times—that they are
up with the morning star and go to bed
with the moon. That kind of thing creates
a complex in the minds of our citizens, so
that they will not allow their boys to go
to the country as they should.

Mr. Moore: There is
about being up early.

Mr. TAYLOR : Not a bit, but why always
talk about the awful conditions of the men
on the land? You cannot expect a mother
to acquire such an outloock as will allow
her to send her boy to the country if she
continually hears propaganda of that kind.
That is the underlying reason why mothers
in this State refuse to allow their sons to
go on the land. I know that one swallow
does not make a summer, nor does the
existence of one bad farmer-employer indi-
cate that no farmer would treat his hands
in a reasonable way. I have had experi-
ence in farming districts. If, after working
for a farmer for three or four weeks, I was
convinced that it wonld be impossible for
me to get on amicably with him I went

[Mr. Moore.
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elsewhere and probably accepted a job
travelling stock for twelve or eighteen
months, It is not always possible to ‘‘ hit

it off ” with your employer. The human
element will always enter into the question.

Science has materially improved working
conditions in the country. The radio, the
aeroplane, and fast moving trains and motor
cars have brought it nearer civilisation than
it was thirty or forty years ago. To-day
it is merely a question of convincing the
parcents that their boys should seek employ-
ment on the land instead of entering the
Government service or endeavouring to
become artisans under the aegis of the
Apprenticeship Committee. One of the
greatest difficulties that a city member of
Parliament has to overcome to-day is the
repeated requests from parents to place their
boys in trades and professions in the city.
Let us have a look at ourselves in the
mirror, and consider whether the propaganda
that emanates from hon. members opposite
to the effect that farmers labour under
awful conditions, live hard, enjoy no com-
forts, and work for nothing, is not having
a serious effect on the employment of our
youths.

There are thousands of youths in Australia
to-day who would make competent farmers
and excellent bush workers, if given the
opportunity. There is no need to import
boys from overseas. I do not think that
a concerted effort has been made to induce
parents to allow their sons to engage in land
occupations. Since I have been a member
of Parliament I have had many reguests
from mothers to assist them 1n placing
their sons in pesitions in the city. On more
than one occasion I have suggested to the
mother that she should allow her boy to go
to work on a farm, and in some cases. after
discussing the matter for perhaps half an
hour, I have been able to convince her that
the boy could do worse than that., On other
occasions the mother has said, “I do not
want my boy to live under those awful con-
ditions that politicians allege farmers have
to endure.”” T think we should cousider
whether the propaganda that emanates from
this Chamber has not been responsible, to
some extent, for the regrettable position
that exists to-day in connection with the
employment of boys on the larnd.

Dealing with the question of overscas
immigrants, I should prefer honcst British
immigrants to the immigrants of any other
race on the face of the earth. It would
be a good idea if the British Government
would undertake to contribute a proportion
of the expense involved in transportirg and
settling immigrants in this country. In this
way the British Government would be
assisted to cope with one of its own serious
social problems, whilst Australia would also
benefit, That reminds me that a few days
ago a Bill was introduced into this C'hamber
cumipowering the Government to co-operate
with the Governments of Western Australia
and the Commonwealth with the object of
carrying out a survey of Northern Aus-
tralia. It is proposed to spend £150.870 for
the purpose, but the proposal was vislently
resisted by the hon. member for Cooroora
and other hon. members opposite. This
survey may materially assist the Govern-
ments to earry out a beneficial land settle-
ment scheme, These are factors that should
be considered by hon. members opposite
who are anxious that Australia should be
fully developed. When they rise in their
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places m this Chamber to discuss these  put up their hands, and said, ““ Yes.” Mr.
important problems, they should consider  McKenna then said to them, “ What does

just how much damage they may do by their
careless utterances.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Daldy) [7.25
pm}: Judging from the remarks of the
Premier this debate will do a tremendous
amount of good. He has no objection to
boys coming into this State from overseas,
especially from the British Isles, to under-
take farm work. We must recognise that
such a policy possesses many advantages.
We who have spent a lifetime in breeding
stud stock know the advantage gained every
now and again from importing, especially
from Great Britain. new sires to improve
the breced and stamina of our stock. Aus
tralia is a young country situated more or
less in the tropics. We suffer from extreme

heat during a period of the year. That is
why our stock deteriorates. I think that
also applies to the human being. That is

what 1 want to point out to hon. members.
If Australia were isolated we should find
in 100 vears’ time that her people showed
considerable deterioration.

A GoverNMENT MEmBER : That is a damag-
ing statement.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It is not.
There is scarcely an hon. member who is not
connected with stock in some way or other.
I suppose that some hon. member’s parents
came {rom other parts of the world. My
father and mother came from Great Britain.

Mr., Powir: You are not bhlaming Great
Britain for that, are you!

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am not.
The point I want to make is this: Aus-
fralians by continually intermarrying with
one another will deteriorate in physique just
as our stud stock deteriorates from inter-
breeding. It is an accepted fact that boys
introduced from Great Britain will be a
wonderful asset to Australia. Some hon.
members may not agree with me, but there
1s not much difference in the results of
breeding stock and breeding human beings.

Mr. Kroeu: Do you say that the Morgan
family has deteriorated?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : I do not know
whether the hon. member’'s family has
deteriorated. I happen to be a very good
sire and that might be the reason why the
Morgan family has not deteriorated.” We
who engage in the breeding of stud horses
know that there is a demand for the stock
of imported animals. That particularly
applies to the first generation; the demand
15 not so great for the second generation.

Mr. JessoN: There is no comparison
between a human being and an animal.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: 1If there is
no comparison then why is it that breeders
in Great Britain have not had to import
stock for many hundreds of years; yet
breeders in every country in the world look
to Great Britain for stock to replenish their
studs?  We in Australia claim that our
foundations were laid by the British.

Mr. O’KEErE: You have not slipped since
Dan Morgan the bushranger went out?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Perhaps I
have improved a little. No doubt Morgan
the bushranger had many good qualities.
Mr. McKenna, the Director of Hducation,
asked the children at » school in my electo-
vate if they knew Mr. Morgan. They all

Mr. Morgan do?” Two or three pupils put
up their hands, and one of them said,
‘“Please, sir, he is a bushranger.”
(Laughter.)

Judging by the speeches delivered by
Government members on this matter, they
are Inclined to view it in a reasonable way,
knowing it is impossible to get local boys to
go to the country. The Secretary for Agri-
culture is interested in this matter, and his
views o1 the question would be valuable.
Judging by some of the Press reports, the
Minister has found great difficulty in getting
boys to go to the farming centres. ‘The hon.
gentleman stated on many occasions that the
parents were to blame because they would
not allow their boys to take positions that
are offering on farms. If we cannot induce
local boys to go to the country centres, it is
our duty to endcavour to get boys from
Great Britain. I agrece with the hon. mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat that
British boys would be preferable to boys
from a forcign country. Australia is a
British Dominion, and the great bulk of its
population are of British descent, and proud
of it. Kven people who came from the
little island the hon. imember for Merthyr
came from have been of much benefit to
Australia, although the hon. member may
not have done much.

Mr. KroecH: Why pick me?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I desire to
point out that it would be of benefit to
Australia if the boys came from Ireland or
any other part of the British Isles.

In my opinion, the Federal Government
should arrange for the migration of the
number of boys from Britain that are
required by the different States. When
they arrived in this country they could
be drafted to the various States, and
to the wvarious farms where work was
available for them. If a position in
Brisbane for a boy under sixteen years was
advertised in the local papers there would
be hundreds of applicants; but that does
not apply in regard to positions in the farm-
ing districts. I was born and bred in the
country, and I am proud of the faet. I
reared my family in the country, and I am
pround of that fact, too, and the majority
of my children are living in the country at
the present time. There is no better life
for a young man than farm life. Country .
life may not offer the same educational
facilities for children as the ecity; but,
generally speaking, it enables them to get
a fair education. If I were starting out in
life I should prefer to go to the country to
live and rear my family, notwithstanding
some drawbacks that may exist. A boy loses
nothing because he has lived in the country
until he has reached maturity. He really
gains. Generally speaking, it will be found
that the young man who has spent his youth
in the country is hetter able to battle and
fend for himself when he comes to the city
than those who have bren born and spent
their lives in the city.

I commend to the Premier and hon.
members opposite the suggestion that we
should get together with -a view to seeing
whether a larger number of bovs should not
be brought out to Queensland. A com-
mencement could be made with, perhaps,
fifteen or twenty. If that number was not

Mr. Morgan.]
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sufficient a larger number could be taken
and eventually it might be found expedient
to bring out all the boys necessary for the
work that is available. Queensland should
have those boys. They would assist the
primary producers in producing the wealth
that is necessary for the maintenance of the
cities, as was pointed out by the Leader of
the Opposmon Irrespective of their poli-
tical views hon. members should get together
with a view to putting into operation some
such system. If some great catastrophe was
to happen and the country districts were
wiped out, what would become of the
inhabitants of the city ? They are dependent
on the country.

Mryr. TAvLOR: Ave they not inter-dependent?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: To a certain
point I agree that they are, but whereay
the people in the country could live withouy
the cities and towns the people in the cities
and towns could not live for any appreciable
length of time without the primary pro-
ducers. The city folk are dependent to a
greater extent on the country people than
are the latter on the former.

The HOME SECRETARY : Without the cities
people would live in the country.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Except on
mining fields I have never known of towns
springing up suddenly in the country in
this State. The towns follow the settlers.
First of all land is opened up and selected.
Then more settlers group themselves round
the pioneers. Trades people then realise that
there is some call for their services and
thus we have the birth of a town.

The HouE SECRETARY : Towns and cities are
merely the servants of the community.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Exactly.
There is no doubt about that. So far as
life in the country is concerned, I have my
own personal experience. I have gone
through the stages and I should know.

Mr. Jesson: Did you carry your swag?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: No, I did
not carry a swag, but a man can go thmugh
hardships without doing that. I am
acquainted with the hardships of pioneering.
I pioneered in Victoria.

Mr. JEssoN: You were not born with a
silver spoon in your mouth?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Tortunately
for me I was not. My first occupation was
delivering papers in the street. Then T
swept out a printing office and became a
printer’s devil. With this brief history
of my boyhood, hon. members can be
assured that I was born with no silver spoon
in my mouth. And I am very pleased I was
not. Many of the men who have been born
in the lap of luxury have not made a
success in life, whereas those who have had
to battle from childhood have done so.
That has certainly been my experience.

The opportunities that existed in Aus-
tralia fifty or sixty years ago are offering
in Queensland to-day to a greater extent
than in any other State in the Common-
wealth. It is just a matter of whether a
boy has determination and is prepaxed to
endure a little hardship. If he is he will
eventually become successful and provide
some comforts for his old age. The average
man does not mind what work he under-
takes so long as he accumulates a  nest
egg ’’ for his old age, because he dislikes
taking the old-age pension or going to
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Dunwich. A boy with that spirit of deter-
mination will get on in Queensland. They
are doing it every day. 1 have taken boys
from PBrisbane and put them on farms.
For the first three or four weeks they were
home sick and wanted to return to Brisbane,
but they eventually got over that. They
made new chums amongst neighbouring
farmers, had their sports on Saturday or
Sunday, and eventually came to Brisbane
to see their parents, after having saved a
few pounds. They were not in Brisbane
more than a fortnight before they wanted
to go back to the country. After experiencing
both city and country conditions, they
wanted to get back to the country because
they realised that the opportunities were
better there than in the city!

I hope that this debate will result in the
Premier’s announcing that the Government
are prepared to allow an increasing number
of boys to come in from Great Britain until
the demand here is satisfled. As another
hon. member has said, if we do not popu-
late Australia some other nation will do it
for us.

Mr. FOLEY (Yormanby) [7.43 p.m.]: The
discussion on this question has been very
interesting, but I am afraid that most hon.
members have been looking at the matter
from the point of view of the conditions of
some years ago Instead of those existing
now. In common with other young men, 1
had the experience of going out on to a
station or farm for 10s. a wcek, being fed
mostly on corned junk and damper for the
greater part of the year, and at the end of
twelve months, after having paid for boots
and clothes, being lucky if I left that station
or farm with a cheque for £5 or £10. Much
better conditions than those are offering
to-day. The Government have introduced
scholarships and are endeavouring to do
away with ‘ daylight to dark” conditions
so that we shall have a shorter working day
on the farm.

The Leader of the Opposition pointed out
the average farmer’s difficulty in offering
conditions such as will induce the average
city lad—who has a different outlook from
that which existed when we were boys—to
talke on farming. Some hon. membem have
suggested that all the factors causing this
state of affairs were political, but  that
is not so. The position of farming is
the same nearly all over the world—
that is, it is individualistic, and there-
fore out of step with the rest of industry.
It has not kept pace with the development
of labour-saving methods, and has not re-
organised as have secondarv industries.
With the growth of cartel, monopoly and
trust, the ldtter can so regulate the amount
of raw material required and its price that
farmers all over the world are facing low
prices. Wherever farming 1is carried on
under the individualistic system—as in
Australia—farmers are in difficulties. Only
where farming is conducted on large tracts
with the most scientific methods have the
farmers been able to weather the conditions
prevailing during the last few years. The
average individual farrnel has the same
overhead expenses as when he was getting
a good price for his products, and he finds
himself unable to meet all his commitments
and pay a price for the labour he requires
in order to carry on development.

We have a state of affairs in some of
the new farming areas that is not very
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attractive to the average city boy. 1 refer
hon. members to the Callide and Upper
Burnett districts, portion of which is in my
electorate and portion in that of the hon.
member for Port Curts. In that area, which
has been settled for the last ten years, the
bulk of the farmers after taking up the
land, falling the scrub and farming for
some years are still unable to meet their
obligations to the Crown and the store-
keeper. That is not the result of any harsh
conditions imposed by legislative action,
but purely the result of the low prices for
the products they are growing. What induce-
ment is there for the average city boy to
go out, learn farming at fifteen shillings a
week, and take up a farm of his own under
such conditions.

The Public Service Commissioner has
suggested in his report the possibility of
arranging a system of settling boys on the
land under a co-operative system. What
he is really endeavouring to sugge~t to hon.
members is that he realises that the collec-
tive system of farming is the only system
that can be conducted with success under
existing social conditions. He suggests that
groups of three or four should conduct
farming operations on a co-operative basis
in accordance with modern thought, thereby
reducing the overhead costs of individual
farms, enabling them to pay reasonable
wages and provide fair conditions for their

employecs and enjoy a margin of profit
even with the prevailing low prics levels
Mr. Moore: He suggested that only as

a means to an end.

My, FOLEY: I do not think'so. T am sure
that Mr. Story, with his brea.dth of vision
and his vast experience, realises that it 1:

impo=sible under the individualistic systrm
of farming that prevails to-day to improve
the economic conditions of the farmers suffi-
ciently to enable them to offer wages and
conditions attractive enough to induce city
boys to work for them. It has been proved
the world over that individualism in farm-
ing _is extremely unprofitable. The farmers
in Poland, Austna France, United States
of America—or in any other country in the
world you like to name—are in a worse
economic position than they are even in
Australia because individualisn in farming
occupations is less efficient than the system
adopted in other industries.

The problem must be tackled from a
different angle. We have the youths and
we have the land, and apparently all that
is required is to modernise our methods of
production so as to be able to make a
profit even with the present low prices pre-
vailing throughout the world. Only by the
adoption of this method shall we be able
to attract youths from the city to the farms,
One has only to look round to realise the
uneconomic methods that are adopted in
farming areas. There are thbousands of
dalrymen and mixed farmers, ewch with his
individual fences, each producmg hxs own
water supply, where one could supply the
requirements of perhaps three or four, ani
each one building his own set of cow bails
for thirty, forty, or fifty cows, when prob-
ably one ‘set would be sufficient to handle
200 to 300 cows. (Opposition laughter.)
That is the position.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am afraid
{hat the hon. member is getting very wide
of the vote, which is “Immigration.”
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My, FOLEY: 1 differ from you, Mr.
Hanson, with all due respect to your posi-
tion in the chair. I am pointing out that
there is no need to bring immigrants to this
country to settle on the land when we have
boys of our own available,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I admit that
the question of settling boys on the land
can be associated with the subject of immi-
gration, but at the present time the vote
under discussion is “Immigration.”

Mr. FOLEY: Tho debate has centred
around the \ubJe(L raised by the first speaker
who discussed the vote. I am pointing out
that there is no neced to bring lads from
overseas whilst native-born boys are avail-
able. 1If we are to cope effectively with the
problem of settling our land then we shall
have to adopt new conditions, and to me
there is no alternative than to modernise
our methods, thereby eliminating the waste
and inefficiency that exist in farming opera-
tions to-dayv. The farmer will then be able
to provide better working conditions for
his employces and show a greater margin of
profit even with the B‘{l:tlng low price level.
This new s«et of conditions would induce
boys to go on farms. I1f inducement could
be offered to our own boys to go on the
land, the necessity of bringing mmnwmnt
bovs from other parts of the world would
he obviated.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilion) [1.55 p.m.]:
Some of the theories expounded by the hon.
member for Normanby are very Imprac-
ticable. My experience of farmers has
taught me that they are the greatest indivi-
dudhsh in the country. It 1s very wrong
for the hon. member to contend that farming
operations in this State are not conducted
with modernised methods. We possess some
of the finest farms in the world, equipped
with the most up-to-date machmen How-
ever, the hon. member did not touch on the
point at issue and I do not intend to follow
his example.

One paragraph in the annual report of the
Public Service Commissioner calls for some
comment. It says—

‘“The prospect of such a career for
their son is not alluring to many a town
father and mother, and hence their
reluctance to permit the boy to take a
job in the country even though he may
feel the call of the land.”

The Australian boy 1s showing no aptitude
for country life. The other day the hon.
member for Enoggera chided the Opposition,
termed them the ‘ stinking fish party,” and
said they were always bemoaning the lot
of the farmer. We always endeavour to
place the facts before the people. On the
other hand, the hon member and his party
always speak a good deal of the washer-

woman, the baby, and so on. They are the
biggest examples of that quality in this
Chamber.

I do not agree with the remarks of the
hon. member for Dalby that the Aus-
tralian race will gradually become extinet
unless there is an infusion of imported
blood. The present generation of boys and
girls are the finest example of their kind
this continent has seen. We are producing
under the Southern Cross a race of men and
women without parallel. The hon. member
for Dalby may be a good judge of horses,
but his remarks were wide of the mark so
far as the human race is concerned.

Mr. Russell.]
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It s refreshing to note the change of
front on the part of Labour members.

Twenty or twenty-five years ago there was
a very strong agitation in Labour ranks
against Immlgratlon to these shores. The
unions were afraid that newcomers would
compete with their members for the jobs
offering and naturally set their faces against
their introduction. Up to the present all
Governments have been very reluctant to
encourage a flow of Immigration to these
shores bocause they are afrald new arrivals
might displace those in positions to-day
and thus the unemployment market would
be flooded. That is a very reasonable view
to take of the situation. To-day, all must
admit that with the falling birth rate in
Australia some method must be adopted to
accelerate the pace of our population. l‘ho
other day it was said that in twenty years’
time the population of Australia would com-
mence to stagnate and many eminent authori-
tics have suppmttd that opinion. At any rate,
at the present rate of increase in the oopula,-
tion that posmon might arise in twenty
vears. It is a serious outlook for this country.
Tt behoves us to give the matter serious con-
sideration to see if something cannot be
done. It is essential that we should have
the population here in the case of a crisis
and if we were called upon to defend our
own shores. Let us hope that occasion will
never arise; but ‘‘ Forewarned is fore-
armed,”” and we should take immediate steps
to insure that our population will increase
at a greater rate than at the present time.

Last year I had the opportunity of attend-
ing a meeting of the Migration Committee
of the House of Commons. I was asked
by an association called the Empire of the
North Development League, who were
interested in the settlement of Northern
Australia, to meet this committee and ascer-
tain Wh(’th(,r it was prepared to father the
project in Great Britain. This committee
was presided over by Sir Henry Page
Crofts, and I had the pleasure of meeting
as well Commissioner Lamb, of the Salvation

Army, and several other eminent gentle-
men.  The first question I was asked was
this: supposing we find the migrants and

supposing we find the money to finance the
scheme, what guarantce have we that the
Australian  Governments, particularly thee
Queensland Government, will provide suit-
able land on which to settle these migrants?
I ventured the opinion that a scheme to
send a large number of British migrants to
the Northern Territory would onlv end in
failure, because reports arc conflicting as to
the suitability of the Northern Territory
for the introduction of British migrants.
To play the game by our friends on the
other side we should endeavour to settle
these people in a more temperate zone than
Northern Australia. The question directed
to me was a very awkward one. I had not
any authority to make any promise, nor
cou'd I give any indication what the policy
of the Government might be; but I had in
mind those vast tracts of country in North
Queensland that are practically undeveloped,
which would afford a very suitable home
for a large number of these British
migrants. The question then arose: if these
*mcple produced on a large scale product:
that are alveady being produced in Northern
Oucensland, how would this production
affect our market? The chairman stated
that they thought that if we could over-
come the difficulty in regard to the land
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they could safely promise they would agree
to accept the products that were produced
by those migrants. If such a scheme can
be brought about I do not think there would
be much difficulty in geiting a  sufficient
number of migrants of a good type who
would settle in that country, where they
wou.d have a chance of building homes and
carving out their destiny, and have the
guarantee of a market for their products.
Such a scneme deserves earnest considera-
tion. I krow the difficulty is in finding
suitable land for the purpose of settlement
and whether the Qucensland Government
would be prepared to lcase or sell the land
on easy terms. The committee I refer to has
ot brought its scheme to fruition, although
I believe 1i is still working on that project.
It would Le a very suitable thing to get
these people to come here on the terms
irdicated af the mceting of the Migration
Committee that I attended at the House of
Commons.

There is an association in London that
conducts the Fairbridge Farm Project, and
finds farm boys for Western Australia. It
has been a successful venture, and the
movement is supported by a number of
important people in Great Britain who find
the money to finance the scheme. Work is
found for these boys in Western Australia,
and the majority of them have turned out

very good settlers indeed. When 1 was
over there I was struck with the great
number of lads, especially in the Ilarge

cities, who to my way of thinking have a
very dreary future indeed. Coming from
the Derby at IKpsom Downs, thirty miles
from London I saw the roadway lined on
both sides with many thousands of boys—
and a very {ine stamp of lad they were, but
the thought struck me as to what must be
the destiny of all these lads who at that
time and now have before them a very
uncertain future. I fecel certain that if we
could evolve a scheme for the employment
of these boys in Queensland we should have
no difficulty in obtaining all we desire.
They were of a fine stamp physically, and
they would find good homes in Quecnsland.
As the Leader of the Opposition has stated,
adequate measures could be taken to sce
that the bovs were not unduly explzited bv
their emplovers.

I quite agrec with the hon. member for
Eroggera that we must make country condi-
tions more pleasant. All members of the
Chamber should co-operate in any movement
that will make for better conditions in the
country. It is apparent that the hovs
of the eity of Brisbane are unwilling to
leave the parental roof, and to go out and
rough it, as they would have to do in many
of the country districts. It seems to me
that in order to make country life attrac-
tive to these boys, and also to make it more
attractive to the farmers of Queensland, we
must  support every movement that will
extend to the country areas many of the
amenities enjoyed in the centres of popula-
tion. Any movement that has for its objec-
tive the extension of such facilities should
be fostered. Tvery effort should be made
to decrease the drudgery of farm life. If
every farmer could be supplied with electric
light and power for his house and farm,
and have the blessing of the radio, and if
the boys that went to the farms were able
to journey to the country cenires and there
enjoy some of the privileges that they would
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have in the city, we should have a better
chance of inducing the boys to move out
of the towns. But it seems to me that
while the boys, fortified by the unwilling-
ness of their parents, are loth to leave the
cities and rough it in the country, we should
do the next best thing—we should encour-
age the boys in Great Britain who are
prepared to come here and take their
chance to do so. If they are looked after
and afforded some of the amenities of
life there may be some chance of a
successful migration movement that will
bring increased population to our shores.

Although I give the hon. member for
Normanby every credit for being sincere

in his advocacy of communal farms, I am
inclined to think that the farmer, situated
as he is to-day, could not work in with

such a system. At the same time, we could
encourage the growth of the co-operative
movement. There is no reason why farmers,
and particularly those boys that we would
bring out, should not be allowed to work
their farms in a co-operative manner. In
fact, it is being done already. In many
parts of Queensland farmers combine to
help one another.

Owing to the interest that has been dis-
played in this important question, I hope

that something will be done by all the
Governments of Australia in conjunction
with the Commonwealth Government to

bring about some scheme whereby we can
stimulate a steady flow of migrants of a
suitable type to fill the empty spaces of
Australia, and thus give us the necessary
p1otect10n against foreign aggression.

Mr. BELL (Stenlcy) [8.1¢ p.m.]: The Pre-
mier is to be complimented wupon what,
to my mind, is one of the best speeches he
has ever made in thls Chamber. T feel he
realises the problem facing Australia to-day,
and T congratulate him for the lead he has
given hon. members on this important immi-
graticn question. As the member for
Nanango pointed out, the only weak point
is that he did not go quite far enough and
admit the reason “hy we have s0 many
unemployed boys. I think the member for
Enoggera certainly gave a lead to his party
also on this most important matter. The
only point on which I find fault with the
member for Enoggera is that he attacked
Opposition members for putting plain facts
concerning the farming community before
the Committee. He accused us of using
political propaganda, but with all due
respect to the hon, gentleman I feel sure
that if he asked the melnbelb of his own
party to refrain from accusing all employers
of being exploiters we should have a much
Feti{;ier opportunity of getting boys on to the
and.

The speech made by the hon. member for
Normanby is one of the most theoretical
and impracticable he has delivered for a
long time.

Mr. Forev: It was not theorctical. It is
actual practice. Throughout the world the
only farmers who have survived are the big
farmers,

Mr. BELL: Then I am sure the hon.
member for Normanby will have no diffi-
culty in inducing three or four men to
follow his advice, and we shall see how
far they will get. After hearing the hon.
member’s speech, one would imagine that
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every man_ has exactly the same amount of
money in his pocket and the same number
of milkers, and that mentally he is like
everybody else and has the same initiative

as everybody else. Human nature 1s not
made that way.

Mv. P. XK. CorLey: That was buried
twenty years ago. Do not fire that one
again,

Mr. BELL: It is true. We must encour-

age the boys to go into the country and
also encourage their mothers to allow them
to do so. Conditions are not as bad as they
are painted by certain hon. members on the
Government side. When a young boy goes
out into the country he has to shculder
responsibility. and will develop inte a much
finer citizen than he would if he were hang-
ing about the streets of Brishane, regard-
less of the amount of money he receives.
Many of us started on a snall wage, and it
does not hury anybody to prove his worth.
He will receive his just reward in due
coursc. The Government are not encouraging
mothers to allow their sons to endure a
few of the hardships with which we have
to contend in the country. This is a most

important matter, and, as the hon. member
for Enoggera pomted out, if we do not

populate this country, we shall have to face
difficulties in the near future that we cannot
forestall. no matter what is said in this
Chamber. For that reason alone. I sin-
cerely trust that the remarks of the lLcader
of the Opposition. the Premier, and the
hon. member for Enoggera will bear fruit.

Item (Immigration) agreed to.

MUSEUM.
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
Mackay): 1T move—
“That £3202 be granted for
‘Museum.” ”’

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [8.16 pm.}: 1
think the Museum vote is being spent in the
interests of preserving the flora and fauna
of this country, and probably if times were
better it would be a good idea to expand it.
At the same time I realise that in its expen-
diture the greatest consideration must be

given to getting the best results. For a
number of years no action has been taken
by the Director of the Museum, Mr. Long-

man, to secure any up-to-date specimens from
the northern portion of the State. Some
years ago a field officer went out periodically
to secure specimens of Queensland’s flora and
fauna and these have proved of very great
interest to people of the cities and “Visitors
to Brisbane from the South. We should take
seriously into consideration the opinions
expressed by the gentleman who was asked
some twelve months ago to report on the
Museum. It may be necessary at some
future date to augment the exhibits there
and to give effect to some of the recom-
mendations contained in his report.

I notice in the Estimates that the artificer
and modeller is receiving £400 and the
taxidermist £380. Both positions should be
held by specialists. It has come to my
knowledge that whenever show cases have to
be repaired or any work of that kind done,
a cebinet-maker from the Department of
Public Works has to go to the Museum to
do it. The artificer should be able to do it.
If he is only a modeller and nothing more,
he should be paid as such, and a man should

Mr. Taylor.]
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be kept in the Museum to see that the cases
are vermin-proof, so that the vermin will
not destroy the very valuable exhibits there,
After alll why a modeller should be classed
as superior 1n profession to a taxidermist
is hard to understand. I believe that some
consideration might be given to the question
whether the work performed by the gentle-
man who is classified as an artificer is in
accordance with his description and his salary
in the Estimates. I raise that question
because I know that the Department of
Public Worls has had to do the show-cases
up during the past financial year and that,
I think, 1s the artificer’s job.

Item (Museum) agreed to.

PARLIAMENTARY DRAFTSMAN,
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Muchuu): L move—
* That £1,425 be granted for
liamentary Draftsman.” ”’

¢ Par-
Ttem agreed to.

PUBLIC LIBRARY OF QUEENSLAND,

The PREMIER (Hon. W.
Muckay): 1 move—

* That £2,433 be glanted for *
Library of Queensldnd 7’

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) [8.21 pm.]:
Vv hen this vote was under consideration last
yvear I pointed out that there was nced for
a moie up to date public library m this
city and trat a greater number of modern
vooics shouid be purchased. 1 am glad to
note that the appropriation for books and
periodicals 13 to be increased trom £500 to
660, 1 ain also gratified to know that 1t
1» part of the Government’s building pro-
grapime 1o erect a modern library buwilang
I the city, but 1 urge that the project be

Forgan Smith,
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hastened. A city 1s judged by several
standards, and its culturat standards have
an nuportany bearing on its advancement
and weifare. No one who is acgualnted

with the cxisting public library can claim
that it is in keeping with a city of the size
of Brisbane. There are very fine publiz
libravies in Syduney and other capital cities,
some of them constructed, m part, out of
endowinents made available to Governments
by public spirited citizens in those States.
Now that the Government have decided to
construct a model public library they shouid
search for the most efficient librarian., They
will require the services of a very efficient
man. WWith the assistance of the Brisbane
City Ceuncil, who should assume some respon-
sibility in the matter, the Government should
be able to construct a library that will be
the best of its kind in Australia.

Mr. Gopgrey MORGAN: Do you not think
that the Brisbane City Council could main-
tain an up-to-date library?

Mr. WATERS : The Brisbane City Council
should assume some responsibility in the
matter, but it is a national institution and
the Government are justified in subsidising
it because of its importance, particularly
from the point of view of encouraging
students. 1f it was modernly equipped it
would include technical works that are
required by students. A public library
should create a desire on the part of our
citizens to study. Knowledge is a national
asset and from this point of view alone the
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project is worthy of a large measure of
Government support,

Mr. Munn, of the Carnegic Trust, who
investigated  the public libraries of the
Commonwealth, was very caustic in his
criticism of our public library. Anyone
acquainted with it must agree substantially
with his views. The Government have
intimated their intention to proceed with
the ercction of a new public library, for
which the people of this city will be very
grateful. I urge the Government to hasten
with that work and construct the building
at the earliest possible moment.

M:. GODFREY MORGAN (Daldy) [8.26
p.m.]: The responsibility of building a public
iithrary is not a responsibility of the State
but of the Brisbane City Council. If the
(sovernment intend to proceed with the erec-
tion of the public library in Brisbane, then
why should they not build a similar institu-
tion in Toowoomba, or in all cities and
large towns? I should like the Government
to spend £2,000 on the construction of a
public library in Dalby in order that the
people there might have an opportunity of
mmproving their vocational training. It
would be a help to them in many ways. It
is not right and proper that the whole of the
State should be taxed to build a library
for the use of a comparatively few people.
1i this principle is to be established, why not
establish similar institutions in Townsville,
Rockhampton, Maryborough, and Ipswich?
1 do not object to public libraries, provided
that they are constructed by the people of
the centres that want them, with the aid of
subsidies from the Giovernment. The people
in my electorate will not have the privilege
of using the public library in Brisbane and
why should they be taxed to provide such a
convenience for Brishane? The matter is
one for the Brisbane City Council. The
Government should subsidise the cost of
erecting the building and equipping it with
books and literature.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: Your Government
reduced the subsidy for schools of arts.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : If the Govern-
ment I was associated with reduced that
subsidy when things were bad it is only
natural that when they improve the subsidy
should be restored. 1 recognisc the import-
ance of such institutions in cities, towns, and
country districts. Many people in the
country districts put their hands in their
pockets and by the payment of annual
subscriptions assist to erect and equip public
libraries. The schools of arts in the country
are somewhat similar institutions to the
public library in Brisbane. If the people of
Brisbane want a public library, the Govern-
ment should not be asked to build it for
them. They would not supply us with books
and the necessary conveniences, and I con-
sider a school of arts is on the same basis
as a library. The Government should pro-
vide thc Brisbane City Council with a block
of land and allow it to control the library;
and at some future date, if the Governmens
find they have sufficient funds, a certain
sum could be set down in the KEstimates
cach year to provide a subsidy for the
various szchools of arts according to the
amount of funds each school of arts had
raised. I strongly object to the people of
Queensland being asked to provide money
for the building of an expensive librare
building in the city of Brisbane and furnish-
ing it with books.
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The PREMIER (Hon. W, Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [8.41 p.m.}: The proposal to
establish a public library is one that has
engaged the attention of every thoughtful
man in the community. The public libmrv
in Queensiand is at present inadequate to
the needs of the people. It occupies a valu-
able «ite and has done very useful work
for people who are able to use it, and there
are many valuable books there—a better
selection of books than many people under-
stand who have never been in it. What the
(Government have in mind is that a public
library and national art gallery shall at
some future date be built on a suitable site.
One of the sites that have been suggested
is up on Wickham terrace on land at pre-
sent held by the municipality. The munici-
pality in return for the wuse of that land
might be granted the right to carry Adelaide
stireet  through to the North Quay, an
improvement that has been required for
many years.

I deprecate the idea that a library or art
pallery built in Brisbane should be regarded
purely from the DBrisbane point of view.
National Galleries in London are national
in character, and arc rightly so regarded
by the people. My idea is that when a new
public library and art gallery is buils it
should be treated from the national point
of view and should belong to the people. In
order to accomplish that objective it will be
necessary for the library authorities to
control what may be termed a circulating
library. TFor example, at the present time
there are schools of arts in almost every
centre of population throughout Quecnsland.
Everyone knows that the number of new
books that those local libraries can buy in
each year is limited bw their finances, and
anybody who is a member of one of them
for a while may find that he has read prett
well all the books in which he is interested
in that library, and that there is a tremend-
ous demand among the members for the new
books that are bought. In Queensland and
Australia generally, the cost of books is far
too high, owing largely to the tariff. In
my opinjon it is a very bad thing to impose
a tax on knowledge, and it is through books
that we obtain a good deal of our know-
ledge. A person who can read and think
can get into the company of all the best
minds of all ages, Books should be made
available to all the people at as low a cost
as possible.  The idea I have is that the
cantral library should be a national one and
that the books should circulate all over the
State. Books could be sent from Brisbane
to Toowoomba, from Toowoomba to Dalby.
and so on. Instead of having shelves upon
shelves of books in a library or school of
arts that are scarcely read, we could pass
them on from town to town and the people
of Queensland thus would enjoy an oppor-
tunity of reading and studying books they
would not otherwise see.

The same remarks apply to an art gallery.
There is nothing wrong with sending to
the various centres of population pictures
from the National Art Gallery. There is
no reason why in ecach town there should
not be an exhibition of pictures sent from
a central art gallery. People who have
not the opportunity of visiting the capital
cities would then have the opportunity of
seeing the best works of art owned by the
State.
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I deprecate the view that a public Lbrary
should be regarded solely as if it would be
a Brisbane institution, and the hon. member
who has just resumed his seat dealt with
it from that standpoint. Brisbane is the
capital city of the State, and should be
thought c¢f as such. There is no more
reason why a public library should be
crected in Toowoomba, Rockhampton, etc.,
than that a parliamentary building should

be there. The needs of the people would
be met if the library was national in
character, and the circulation of books

would enable the people in the bush and
the centres of population outside DBrisbane
to enjoy the benefits of access to books,
which is necessary for their wellbeing.

Mr. NIMMO (Ozley) [8.37 p.m.}: While
I quite agree that there should be a public
library in Brisbane, T do not know how
the proposed system of circulating books
from that library all over the State is to
be carried out. The problem is a difficult
one, and I think that such a practice would
defcat the object of having the public
library in the capital city. Kach capital
city in Australia has a public library. That
is & wise provision. The Premier has stated
a public library in Brisbane would enable
the people to read and study the books that
they require. For that reason it is neces-
sary that an up-to-date public library should
be provided in the city. Country residents
when in the capital could visit the publie
Library and obtain the information they
desired.  On the other hand, they could
ask a Brisbane resident or a friend visiting
the city to visit the library and obtain the
information. It is very necessary that there
should be a public hbrary, but I am of
opinion that it would not be wise to compete
with those people who have established
circulating libraries thronghout the country.
If the Premier intends to embark on such
a policy he will find that his object of
providing an up-to-date library for the
benefit of the people of Qucensland will be
defeated.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Valley)
[8.39 p.m.]: The Government are to be
commended for giving this matter urgent
consideration. One of the finest of public
assefs is the possession of an up-to-date
library. There is no gainsaying the great
value such a library would be to Brisbane.
It should be a place the citizens should be
proud of, a place of recreation and a source
of information and knowledge on the
%ub]ects that interest a people. I welcome
the Government’s desire to move forward
in this matter, and I hope the day is not
far distant when this library will be an
established fact.

The hon. member for Dalby certainly put
forward a rather remarkable suggestion. He
objects to the cstablishment of a public
library in this city and arguess that that
should be the responsibility of the munici-
pality. Tt us carry the hon. member's
argument a little further. Does the munici-
pality controlling the town of Dalby subsidise
and maintain the school of arts in that town?
I think T can answer that question for the

hon. member by saying “No.” A public
library should be regarded as a public

utility in the same way as we look unon
universities, hospitals, and other institutions
of public bencfit. We are proud to point
out our buildings of intercst and note to
visitors from other States and overseas.

Mr. Brassington.]
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If it is a pleasure to point out our wonderful
General Hospital and other public buildings,
it should be an equal pleasure to be able
to point out a most up-to-date public library.
It is as much the responsibility of all
citizens to build, maintain, and stock an
up-to-date library as to build hospitals,
universities, and other places of interest and
education. We have many thousands of
voung boys and girls growing up to whom
an up-to-date public lbrary in which they
could study various subjects and equip them-
selves as useful citizens of this State would
be invaluable. I regret the attitude of the
hon. member for Dalby and I repeat that
the sooner the Government establish this very
important publie institution the sooner will
benefits be conferred upon the people of
Queensland.

Item (Public Library of Queensland) agreed
to.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSIONER.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay): 1 move—
¢ That £6,264 be glanted for
Service Commissioner.’

Mr. MOORE (dubigny) [8.43 pm.]: I
always find the report by the Public Service
{'ommissioner a very interesting document.
He traverses much ground and states his
ideas so concisely as to be easily understood
by anyone. I have a great opinion of the
Public Service Commissioner for the way
in which he carries out his work. I do not
know how he manages to perform so many
dunties. Not satisfied with doing the actual
work required of him as Public Service
Commissioner, he makes various suggestions
to the Government for the alleviation of
unemployment and better settlement on the
land. He takes out most careful calculations
and places most concise reports before the
Government. He has very important tasks
to perform that have much influence on the
State of Queensland. He appears in the
Industrial Court on behalf of the Govern-
ment. When one sees in his report such
statements as this:—

1 also furnished a carefully prepared
estimate showing that the salaries-wages
claims of the unions, if granted, would
involve an increased cost of approxi-
mately £1,323,000 per annum,”

one realises what a case the Public Service
Commissioner has to work up on behalf of
the community.

At 8.45 p.m.,

Mr. Nmumo (Owxley), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

Mr. MOORE: It is not on behalf of the
Government, because it is the community
that has to pay for the public service. I
should like hon. members to talke particular
notice of what Mr. Story said in opposing
the claims—

‘“(a) That the reductions under ‘ The
Financial Emergency Acts’ have been
less drastic in Queensland than in the
other States.”

After all the talk of hon. members on that
side, it is rather remarkable that the first
and foremost reason given by the Public
Service Commissioner before the court as
a basis for his opposition to the claim was
that the reductions under the Financial

[Mr. Brassington.
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Emergency Acts were less in Queensland
than in any other State.

Mr. TavyrLor: That is because vou Jid not
get the opportunity of making that second
cut.,

Mr. MOORE: We had that opportunity.
F am only pointing out that the statements
made by hon, members opposite are not In
consonance with the facts. It goes to show
that the public service was treated Dbetter
in this State than in any other State.

Mr. TayLor: You were just getting ready
to get in the solar plexus punch when the
people intervened.

Mr. MOCRE: That may be used for
propaganda purposes, but i1t is noi much
use otherwise. We have had a professional
membher of the House on that side saying
that it was necessary to come with proof of
facts before you made an assertion.
should like the hon. member who interjected
to obey that injunction, because a wild
statement gets us nowhere.

One thing that is likely to affect us very
much is the suggestion in the Commissioner’s
Report, concerning the frequent applications
for a five-day week in the public seevice.

Mr. TavLor: A very good idea, too,

Mr. MOORE : Very good for some people
—very good for the people who are employed.

Mr. JEssoN: You advocated a 36-hour
week on the hustings.

Mr. BIOORE: We were quite acgreeable
to two 36-hour shifts by agreement. Why
should thev not work two shifts in a factory
instead of one? I can see nothing wrong
in it, but T can see very grave dmabl.me%
for the people when it comes to a five-day
week in the public service. It would mean
tremendous inconvenience for many of them,
At the time Mr. Muhldorff said that ** Too
much respect was being given to the farmer
.o Why should his view be considered
when the advancement and improvement of
industrial conditions were keing sought?”

Mr. Jrssox: He denied that statement.

Mr. MOORE: He may have denied it,
but it is reported verbatim in the paper.
I do not take any notice of the denial.
When the leading article was written about
him he tried to vsrlggle out of 1t We
know quite well that it may be in the
interests of the public service, but it is not
ils the interests of the community. Tt is 2r.
Muhldorff’s job as president of the organi-
sation to look after his member:. OQur job
is to look after ourselves and see that we
are not wictimised.

The Premigr: Your job is to look after
the people of this country.
Mr. MOORE: That is, ourselves. We

are the people of this country.

Mr. Jesson: If he does not do his job,
how do you account for the fact that any
clerk of petty sessions or public servant
in a country town can get a send-off by
public subscription ?

Mr. MOORE: I have seen the most
unpopular policeman in the district voted
a public subscription, and the people only
too glad to get rid of him. I have seen them
go round and say, “Will you subserib» for
the send-off of this chap 7’ and get the reply,
“My word I will.”

Mr. Jesson: I know a chap who
sanitary contract and got a send-off.

got a
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Mr. MOORE: I have not had any
oxperience of that; I do not mix with that
section of the people myself. Some of the
statements that are made seem rather
extraordinary. We find that at the begin-
ning of 1932 the Premier got no sleep “For
weeks for thinking of the brutal and callous
treatment meted out to the public servants—
how they had been brutally outlawed, and
hud no opportunity to put their case before
the Industrial Court.

The PREMIER:
brutality of the

The cynical and callous
MMoore Government.

Mr. MOORE : Oh, yes. But for 822 nights
after that he slept calmly in his bed, not
caring whether the public servants had an
opponumty to state their case before the
court or not. He did not care how callous
or brutal he was then. It was only just
before the elections that he suffercd the
agonies of sleepless nights, worrying about
the public servants. Nor 822 nights there-
after he slept quite peacefully and then
suddenly decided that thev could go to the
court because another election was close,
That may be all right for political
jurposes bun it does not carry a ring of
sincerity. I suppose it is one of the tricks
of the trade-—pohucs is a trade with some
members—that we become accustomed to
after a time. After we have bevn in Par-
lianent for a number of years we bceome
used to humbug and hypocrisy and recog-
nise that certain things are done merely to
secure votes and that those rc sponsible are
not in earnest in any other direction.

Mr. JESSON :

You are only in the appren-
ticeship class,

Mr. MOORE: If I am only in the appren-
ticeship class after twenty years’ service,
then I have little chance of becoming a
journeyman. I suggest that the hon.
member for Kennedy read the reports by
Mr. Story, cxtending over a few years.
He will glean a lot of useful information
containing very valuable and helpful sug-
gestions, carefully and concisely stated. In
my opinion, Mr, Story has worn himszelf
out by overwork. When I was Premier I
urged him time and time again to take a
holiday, but he always put forward the plea
that he had something important to do,
ot for himself but for the Government and
in the interests of the State. I really began
to fear that he would not be able to stand
the strain and that eventually he would
break down.

Mr. Jessox: That was during the Moore
regime.

Mr. MOURE: Exactly the same thing is
happening to- da.v Mr. Story is a remark-
ably industrious individual who continues
to do more than his fair sharc of work, all
on behalf of the State. I do not suppose
that there is any other public servant who
has been more conscientious than Mr. Story.
{ can quite believe that the present Pre-
mier has received extraordinarily valuable
assistance from him.

The Premier: There
that.

Mr. MOORE: He has provided the Pro-
mifer with valuable information, often volun-
tarily given, and he deserves every credi
for the painstaking way that he has carried
cut his arduous duties. A number of people

is no doubt about
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are dissatisfied with some of his decisions,
but no person could occupy the position of
Public ~ Service Commisisoner without
coming up against difficulties—somebody is
bound to be dum‘msﬁod but he has worked
conscientiously and in very few instances
has his decision been upset on appeal. Ho
is most careful in his inquiries before
appointments are made to the public ser-
vice. The qualifications, rights, and privi-
leges of every applicant for a position are
considered very carefully indecd. We have
been extraordinarily fortunate in having
the assistance of such an efficient Public
Service Commissioner’s Department,

Mr. Powsr: Fe cannot he blamed if his
decisions are reversed, because the appoint-
ments are made on the recommendations of
the head of the department to him.

Mr. MOORE: That may be the case. It
would be extraordinary if no mistakes were
made. I do not blame Mr. Story in the
slightest degree. I recognise that he has
done his work and done it well, and that
the officers of his department have also
carried out their work in a very efficient
manner. He has frequently appointed officers
of his departinent, including Mr. Dignan
and Mr. George, to inquire into the adminis-
tration of the various departments, with a
\1ew to reorgamsmg them so as to secure the
maximum service. What better service could
be given to the community? Xis reports
are models of conciseness, clear-sightedness,
and clear thinking, and show a complete
understanding of the position, which enables
him to obtain the best roturn for the
Government. Mr. Story in his reports sets
out a statement of the facts clearly and
succinetly so that everyone can understand
him. 'The report contains no redundancies.
Lvery word means something. Everyone
associated with the cases he is called upon
to adjudicate on or preparc knows what
his position is. The fact that he has been
able to satisfy various Governments, and
that he has held his high position for such
a long time, should cause him a glow of
pride. 1 am awarc that he has not given
universal satisfaction to the public cervie:
—no one can do that—but the service recog-
nises that Mr. Story is fair.

Mr. KanE: You are saying so much in
praise of him that one would think he was
dead.

Mr., MOORE: I have a great opinicn of
Mr. Story. I do not think that a man
should have to die before we express
appreciation of his services. I am giving
him the meed of praise I believe from the
experience T have had of his work is due to
him. Mr. Story knows my op? nion of him.
The renorts and work of his department dis-
close the fact that he possesses remarkable
gifts. He must possess such gifts to have
discharged the duties of his difficult position
over so many years. Ilis report this year
gives us all the information we require. It
wives the number of increases in the various
departments, together with the decreases, the
total salaries and wages paid, and the
increases and decreases from 1930 onwards.
A« an hon. member reminds me, he places
all that information before us in his report
without resorting to propaganda. It is of
immense value to this Committee and the
community.

Mr. Moore]
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Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowony) |8.57 p.m.]:
I am glad that the Leader of the Opposition
alluded to the sterling qualities of the Public
Service Commissioner. I regret that this
official has arrived at a stage in his life when
by reason of a regulation, or the policy of
the party in power, he may shortly retire,
notwithstanding his ability and capacity for
organisation. Public service and experience
count for nothing! That policy is a cruel
one. Moen of the ability of Mr. Story and
other officers in the public service have
had a wonderful experience over a number
of years, and now, because of the existence
of a regulation, are to be rewarded by being
thrown on the industrial scrap-heap. Mr.
Story is a gentleman whose ability is
undoubted, whose courtesy is unvarying, and
who has distinguished himself in the public
service. 1 realise that it may be said that
this policy has been carried out by previous
Governments, including the Government with
which 1 was associated; nevertheless, that
does not alter my opinion. I never agreed
to the application of that policy; and I am
very glad it has never been introduced into

our business life.

The PrEMIER: Your party introduced a
3ill providing that no man could bhe a
director of a company after he reached the
age of seventy years,

Mr. MAXWELL: That does not alter my
opinion. No one will suggest that Mr. T.
C. Belirne, who 1s one of the most brilliant
business men in this city, is unfit to attend
to his business. Any man possessing his
business capacty and experience is a distinct
acquisition to a business community. It is
regrettable that when a man reaches a
certain age he is compelled to get out and
make room for somebody else. It means
that on Saturday a man may be worth
£1,000 a year and on the following Monday
is  worth nothing. Some hon. members
cpposite are laughing, but their time will
come, and they will not laugh then

I draw the attention of hon. members to an
article that was written by Robert Blatch-
ford, the Socialist, entitled, ** Sacked.” It
is one of the finest articles I have read
dealing with this subject. In it he points
out the absurdity of putting people off
when they have reached a certain age.
Several illustrations are given in this article,
and he points out that some of the greatest
achievements in the history of mankind have
been performed by men over seventy years of
age. A competent experienced man should
be retained in the service of the community
irrespective of his age, in order that his
ability may be used in the interests of his
country. Iimployees should be remunerated
according to their experience and ability.
I enter an emphatic protest against the
treatment that is likely to be meted out to
Mr. J. D. Story and other individuals in
the public service. The Government will
have great difficulty in finding a man posses-
sing the experience and ability of Mr.
Story. I endorse the sentiments expressed
by the Leader of the Opposition.

I draw the attention of hon. members to
paragraph 16 (¢) of Mr. Story’s report,
which reads—

“That the reductions under the Finan-

cial Fmergency Acts had been less
drastic in Queensland than in other
States.”

[Mr. Maxwell.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

That supports the statement made by the
Leader of the Opposition, and refutes the
statements made by hon. mombeu opposite.
Paragraph 16 (4) of Mr. Story’s report
reads—

“That the Government had restored
the annual salary increments as quickly
as possﬂole consistently with its capacity
to pay.

The statement makes the qualification ** con-
sistently with its capacity to pay.” This
statement by the Public Service Cominis-

sloner removes from the Moore Governinent
a stigma placed upon it by Labour.
Mr. Jessox interjected.

Mr. MAXWELL: T would remind the
hon. member that he has not been a member
of this Assembly long enough to understand
the position. He has me"el the soap-box
oratory of candidates for Parliament. When
in the Chamber he imagines he is talking to
someone in a crowd that will swallow such
dope. There is the statement that has been
made by the Public Service Commiissioner.

At 9.6 pom.,
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. MAXWELL: I endorse the sentiment
expressed by the Leader of the Opposition.
I also heard somewhat similar expressions
uttered by the Premier. The Premicr and
ex-Premier have been associated with this
gentlemian, and they are aware of the work
he has done. Ile appears to have a wonder-
ful brain. He is a wonderful organiser, I
cmphasise the fact that his retiremnent from
his office will be an undoubted loss to the
Government and the people of the State, If
Lo is removed from his position, as he may
be, the loss will be incstimable. The present
1'ep0rt of the Public Service Commissioner
may be the last issued by Mr. Story.

The PREMIER :
saying that.

Mr. MAXWELL: There is the possibility
that the Public Service Commissioner, having
arrived at a certain age, will be retired.

The Premier: Under the Act the retiring
age of the Public Service Commissioner 1s
seventy.

Mr. MAXWELL: Undoubtedly, and that
shows the inconsistency of making a provision
to which effeet is not likely to e given. I
welcome that idea. Considering the organis-
ing capacity of Mr. Story and his other
attributes, his services should be recognised.

Mr. O’Krere: What will we do 1f he
should die?

Mr. MAXWELL: I know there is a
saying that there are as many good fish in
the sea as ever came out of it. Hon. mem-
bers are aware of the tact and diplomacy
essential for the successful handling of a
body of men. Mr. Story has both. I wel-
come the statement that has been made by
the Premier that although the regulation
is there they have the power to extend it.
I would remind the hon. gentleman that this
has already been done. I do not object to
that. Some people have been heard to ask
why a certain thing was done with one of
our ex-members. The action taken was quite
right. The man had devoted the best years
of his life to the service of his country. It
may be asked why members of Parliament
should not retire at sixty-five. The people
are the judges of the capacity of a man to

You are not justified in
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represent them in Parliament. A man of
sixty-five may be considered a fit and proper
person to represent them in this Assembly.

The PrEMIER: You seem to be very con-
cerned about the age of sixty-five yearz.

Mr. MAXWELL: My attitude now is con-
sistent with the attitude I have always taken
up. It is not a personal matter with me;
I have always adopted that attitude.

Myr. Warers: How old are you?

Mr. MAXWELL: Old enough to have
more sense than the hon, member. On page
28 of his report there is a statement that
shows the type of gentleman the Public
Service Commissioner is, and what an
acquisition he is to the people and the
Government of Queensland. That statement
is—

“In adversity I have not failed the
service. In prosperity, more than once
I have urged the moderation in the mak-
mg of claims; I do o again Confidence
i1s ousting depression gradually; in the
service, realised hope is supplanting
deferred hope; increases have replaced
decreases; gloom is passing. Buat the
history of the service shows that depres-
sions run in cycles; so depressions may
come again. The service expects modera-
tion and fair play in retrenchment
periods—a reasonable cxpectation. In
advancement periods the same spirit
should prevail, and there should be
moderation in service demands upon the
exchequer.”

That is really good advice. There should
be moderation in service demands upon the
exchequer. I have read an article by the
president of the State Service Union, as
published in its journal. I am quite certain
that statement must have been made; other-
wise it would not have been published in

that journal. That statement shows the
venom and spleen of the Labour Government
and their supporters. They adopt the
attitude,

“If you do not do certain things we
have the power to put you out, and we
will put you out.”

And they do i1
Mr, TavLor: We put you ount.

Mr. MAXWELL: Yes, and I shall live
to see the day when the hon. member will
go out, too. I have seen some of the finest
men in the world at the top of the ladder
one day, and at the bottom two or three
days after.

The Public Service Commissioner referred
to the capacity of the Government to pay.
He said that reductions were restored when
the Government could pay. That statement
disposes of the arguments by hon. members
on the Government side and their friends
who, for political purposes, led the people
to believe that the Moore Government had
the money, but refused to pay. In (b) he
says—

“The Government had restored the
annual salary increments as quickly as
possible, consistently with its capacity
to pay.”

It is most peculiar that although the Labour
Government had the money for iwo and
a-half years, they did not restore the cuts
until within a few months of the election,
hoping, of course, that the public servants
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would vote for them, I vegret that there
was the possibility of the Public Service
Ceminissioner’s having to retire, but I wel-
come the statement made by the Premier,
and I associate myself with the Leader of
the Opposition’s remarks concerning Mr.
Story.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [9.16 p.m.]: The Leader of the
Opposition and the member who has just
resumed his seat did well to speak as they
have done concerning the Public Service
Comimissioner. There is no doubt at all
that Mr. J. D. Story and his staff are very
valuable servants to the Government and,
through the Government, to the people.
Mr. J. D. Story is a man of extraordinary
mental power. In addition he is able to
concentrate on a vast amount of work. Like
the Leader of the Opposition, I have often
suggested to Mr. Story that he should not
work so intensely. He puts in a very large
number of hours every week, and I have
known him to go back to his office on Sunday
afternoon on work he is preparing for the
Premier or for other Ministers. No one
could be more assiduous in his duties than
he is, and his efforts on behalf of the State
have been very valuable indeed. When he
was Under Secretary for Public Instruction
he did a very great deal to build up the
educational system in Queensland, and many
generations of people in this ‘State have
enjoyed the advantage of the system which
he was responsible for instituting. Mr.
Story is much more than a Public Service
Commissioner. If he confined himself to
the duties of a Public Service Commissioner
alone he would have a much easier time
than he has, but he docs special work for
the Government in making investigations
and reports that have been invaluable in
many ways. In addition to that he looks
after the Government’s interests on the
Senate of the University, his association with
which has been of tremendous benefit to
that institution.

The hon. member for Toowong spoke as
if he were delivering a valedictory. There is
no occasion for that, I hope. There is in
the Public Service Act provision for the con-
tinuance of the Public Service Commissioner
in office till he is seventy years of age, the
same as a judge. This Government desire
him to continue for the full period. Mr.
Story’s services are valuable and we cannot
afford to lose him, and I appreciate the fact
that hon. members generally on both sides
of the Committee realize the value of having
a public servant like him. The term
“ public servant,” used in its fullest sense,
is the term that properly describes this
officer.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [9.19 p.m.]:
I am very pleased indeed to hear the fine
tribute of the Premier, supporting the
remarks made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and other members on this side of the
Committee, as to the sterling qualities of so
splendid a publie officer as Mr. Story. He
has undoubtedly a very fine conception of
public duty, and no sacrifice is too great for
him so that he may serve the State. He
serves all Governments with equal devotion.
1 hope, Mr. Hanson, that men of Mr, Story’s
type are not altogether of the past. He
belongs to a generation, a type, of which
there are very few left. but I sincerely hope
that the public service of Quecensland will
continue to evolve men of equal quality.

Mr. Maher.]
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There are one or two phases of the Com-
misioner’s report that I think are worthy of
passing reference. It is interesting to note
on page 16 of his report the progressive
increase in the number of public servants
paid from the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
trust funds, and loan funds. The total
number of Government employees, excluding
employees of the Railway Department at
30th June were—

1930 14,606
1931 13,517
1932 13,538
1933 14,433
1934 16,491
1935 18,403

The increase has been progressive, and over
a period of three years it was 4,865. I
admit that there has been a considerable
increase in the work of public departments
in connection with the expenditure of loan
funds, and that probably accounts for the
greatest increase in the number of employees.
Nevertheless, it is inescapable that there
has been a great increase under the three
headings. An increase of 4,865 in three
years is phenomenal in view of the fact that
three years ago 13,538 employees were
sufficient to carry out the work of the
departments.

Apart from the increase in the number
of the employecs there has not been the
discrimination that one would expect. I
have not the slightest doubt that large
bodies of men have been pitchforked into
the public service regardless of their worth,
largely because they were friends of the
party 1n power,

Mr. O’Kzeere: That is nonsense.

Mr. MAHER: 1t is not nonsense. We
have the case of our old friend, Mr. George
Barber, who was a moember of this Parlia-
ment for many years. I do not want to
say anything detrimental to that fine old
gentleman—TI hold him in the highest respect.
Still, a principle is involved. The public
servants have every reason to complain of
the appomtment of a man over seventy years
of age to a position in the Sub-Department
of Forestry when public servants are retired
at sixty-five years of age. I do notobject to
Mr. Barber being given the position. He is not
involved, but a principle is at stake. Is
it right that a man over seventy years of age
should be appointed to a position in the
public service whilst other public officers
have to retire at sixty-five years of age? There
is one case of the pitchforking of a friend
of the Government into the public service,
and many others could be cited in which
the Government have shown favours to their
political friends. To that extent the public
service has been swollen to a point that
makes it dangerous for the old employees.
We are not going to float along for all time
in the happy sea of loan cxpenditure that
we enjoy to-day.

I can without any trouble visualise great

difficulties confronting the Treasurer at
some future time—I do not necessarily mean
the present Treasurer—in financing the
public service. It is only right that the
public service should comprise the men
needed to discharge the functions of the
public service, and that ther should be pro-
tectedl against the risk of retrenchment or
reduction of salary through the infiation of
the service beyond present needs. That is
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what is happening, Can anyone tell me
that an addition of 4,865 employees in the
past three years is justifiable? If on the
30th June, 1932, 13,538 employces were cap-
able of carrying out the functions of the

public service, that same number should
be capable of performing those duties
to-day. The work and nceds of the public

service have not so expanded in the lasb
three years as to necessitate almost 5,000
extra hands. I say clearly there has been
an inflation of the public service beyond
its needs. While I propose to be fair and
admit that the expenditure of loan funds
necessitates the employment of additional
hands, nevertheless it does not necessitate
the employment of an additional 5,000. The
greatest danger of the public service is this
inflation of its personnel because when the
tightening up process comes eventually,
when loan funds dry up and revenue falls
below the requirements of the service, some-
one will get hurt. Is it fair that the men
really needed should suffer either retrench-
ment or cuts in salaries because the present
(Government, to gain popularity, decided to
inflate the service bevond its needs? These
figures speak eloquently of the attitude of
the Government. They are prepared to
appoint to the public service their friends
and others ad lib. in order to secure a
little temporary popularity.

Another feature of this matter is referred
to by the Public Service Commissioner in
his report. He suggests, although he does
not mention it in the way I am going to do,
that the industrial work devolving wupon
him during the year was specially heavy.
He states that attendance in  the court
involved seventeen days and that there were
forty-seven conferences, apparently with
union officials. The Industrial Court has
been appointed to decide these issues. One
notices time after time that high public
officials have their time needlessly taken
up by union officials.

Mr. Power: If you understood the prin-
ciples of arbitration you would understand
that the Industrial Court frequently orders
parties before it to confer.

Mr. MAHER : That is all very well when
the parties confer at the instigation of the
court, but in my visits to the various
departments I have seen many union officials
making appointments with and taking up
the time of our high public servants. Some
of the conferences mentioned by Mr. Story
may have been necessary, but he has appar-
ently gone out of his way in his report to
comment on the fact that the industrial
work during the year was especially heavy.
Thus & great deal of his time is taken up,
not only the actual time he spends in con-
ference with them hut the time it is neces-
sary to spend beforehand in dealing with
these matters. Perhaps the midnight oil
has to be burned by him and many others.

A GoveErxMENT MemBER: It has to be
remembered that your Government out-
lawed Crown employees for three years.

Mr. MAHER : I am dealing with the posi-
tion as it exists. I do not wish to say any-
thing that is unfair or vnreasonable, but I do
think a great deal of time is wasted by
public officials in listening to complaints,
granting interviews, and holding conferences
with wunion officials, much of which is
unnecessary work. It would not be an
injustice if some restriction were placed on
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the activities of union officials in this
respect. They should not feel that they have
the right to come in and make appoint-
ments at any time—appointments that may
inconvenience the general public and take
up the valuable time of men to whom the
State pays large salaries to carry on the
public service, Not only in the Government
service, but in private industry men have
to be specmlly engaged to look after awards,
which is an extra charge on industry and
raises the cost of production.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I ask tne hon.
member to confine his attention to the vote
before the Committee.

Mr. MAHER : T recognise that I digressed
slightly. T was just mentioning that a
great deal of the time of the Public Service
Commissioner was wasted in listening to
complaints and holding: conferences with
union officials.

A GoverNMENT MEMBER: Is that in the
report ?
Mr. MAHER: No, but the Commissioner

said that industrial work during the year
was especially heavy, and we can under-
stand what the Commissioner means by that.

I commmend the points 1 have raised to
the consideration of the Premier and the
Government.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [9.386 p.m.]: The hon. member who
has just resumed his seat has an extra-
ordinarily distorted mind. He commenced
his speech by commending the Public Service
Commissioner and intimating how valuable
an officer he is. He then proceeded in the
middle of his speech to indicate—if his
statement were true—that the Public Service
Commissioner is not capable of doing his
job. He said that members of the Govern-
ment Party had carried out the policy of
inflation of employment in the public service
with a view to the appointment of their
own friends. That is the most serious
reflection that could be passed on the Public
Service Commissioner; because under the
Public Service Act the Commissioner has
certain powers and during my whole experi-
ence as a member of the Government, extend-
ing over a period of years, has always
exercised them.

The appointees to the public service,
cadets and youths, are recommended by the
Public Service Commissioner. Every indivi-
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dual junior was individually recommended
by the Public Service Commissioner. The
majority of them had passed the Senior
University examination and all of them had
passed at least the Junior University exami-
nation. During the three years of the
Moore (Government no increases were made
in the public service and consequently many
boys who had passed the relevant examina-
tion had not obtained employment. With
the improvement in conditions and with the
view of setting an example to private enter-
prisc we set out on a policy of employing
more youths and 348 admissions were made
to the public service in various capacities.
But every one of these appointees was on
the direct recommendation of the Public
Service Commissioner and none other.

Then, again following the tortuous course
of his extraordinarily distorted mind, the
hon member states that 4,865 additional
persons were appointed to the public service.
When one talks of the public service, dealing
with the term properly and intelligently.
one speaks about the people who are
employed under the Public Service Act.
The impression the hon. member sought to
give was that the public service under the
Public Service Act had been increased by
that number.

Mr. Mauer: That is not so.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MaHER: The Premier
what I said.
that in the
report——

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The
member must state his point of order.

Mr. MausR: I rise to & point of order. I
showed the number under three headings,
consolidated revenue, trust funds, and loan
funds. I made that specifically clear and I
did not seek to give to the Assembly the
impression the hon. gentleman mentions. I
ask the Premier to accept my denial.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
point of order. The inference drawn from
the rvemarks of the hon. member by the
Premier is consistent with my own.

The PREMIER : No other inference could
have been drawn from the remarks of the
hon member. I propose to quote the whole -
of the section of the report with which the
hon. member was dealing, and not part—

is distorting
I made it very clear indeed
Public Service Commissioner’s

hon.

There is no

Nunmiber of Employees as at—

Salaries-Wages paid from-— “
i

30th June, (30th June, [30th June, 30th June, ‘SOthJun(‘, 30th June,
1930. 1931. 1932. 1933, 1934. ¢ 1035,

Consolidated Revenue Fund . .. 11,168 ‘ 10,678 10,643 10,656 j 10,755 11,103

Trust Funds .. . S 3,054 ‘ 2,626 2,687 3,005 ‘ 3,978 4 530

Toan Funds o i 384 | 213 208 72 | 1,758 2,770
Totals. . i 14,606 ‘ 18,517 13,538 14,433 | 16491 | 18,403

I '

Mr. MaHER: What a great jump? policy of this Government. We stand for

The PREMIER: That is a very ﬁttmg
interjection from the hon. member.
jumped because of the revival policy of th]s
Government. (Opposition laughter.)

Hon members may laugh, but they cannot
laugh away the fact that those figures indi-
cate very clearly that increased unemploy-
ment was given because of the public works

that policy; we were elected upon it, and
it has its direct reflection in increased emplov
ment. More important still, let me quote
paragraph 44 immediately followmg, which
says—
““The main increases for 1934-38 in
the numbers of employees paid from
trust and loan funds were in the main

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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roads, forestry, public estate improve-
ment, mining operations, and public
works construction sections, and were

due to extended activities in conformity
with the Government’s policy for the
relief of unemployment. Of the increase
of 348 in the numbers of employees
paid from consolidated revenue, many
were juniors appointed under the Govern-
ment’s revival employment scheme for
youths.”

That is a completc answer to the extra-
ordinary distorted statements made by the
hon. member for West Moreton. We are
proud of the fact that as a result of our
policy we are able to employ morc men.
If the hon. member’s statements as to what
he calls the inflation of the public service
were allowed to go unchallenged, the impres-
sion would be conveyed to the people that
the number under the Public Service Act
had been increased to that extent; whereas,
the increascs included men on road con-
struction i i
tion Iaboumh palntela, carpentm: plumb
—all classes of trade and labouring WOI‘L
are included under that heading. Those
increases are due to the increased funds
made available by the Government for the
direct purpose of employing more men to
develop this State. That is a complete
refutation of the statements made bw the
hon. member. It is strange indeced for an
hon. member to get up in this Chamber and
commence with a eulogy of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner and then suggoest that
he is a mere creature of the Government
of the day! Would the hon. member like
to prepare a table showing all the demands
made by hon. members opposite to get men
into the service during the period they were
in power?

The hon. member waxed indignant at the
time of the Public Service Commissioner
being taken up by couferences. In that he
displays a complete ignorance of the indus-
trial law and the procedure of the Industrial
Court. Let me inform the hon. member,
s0 that he will not wittingly fall into such
a grievous error in future, that in every
case set down for hearing before the Indus-
trial Court, the first step is that the judges
of the court order the parties into conference
to see how much of the claim and counter-
claim can be dealt with by agreement between
them. The conferences that the hon. mem-
ber claims to be a waste of time were all
conferences ordered by the Industrial Clourt.
So far from wasting time and enhancing
the cost of the pubhc service, they save
costs and time, Obviously, to the extent
of agrcements arrived at in conference as
between the parties, the time of the court
and the Public Service Commissioner is
saved. It means so much less argument 1in
open court.

Mr. Mamer: Do they ever agree?

The PREMIER: Very frequently, on
many issues. It is only on matters on which
they do not agree that the matter is referred
again to the court and dealt with by the
court arbitrarily by the making of an
award. The hon, member should make some
study of the procedure of the court and
spend some of his spare time finding out
howk the machinery of that organisation
works.

What I have said indieates the position.
It was necessary for me immediately to

[ Hon. W. Forgen Smaith.
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correct the misleading statements made by
an hon. member of this Commitiee that
would end in his misleading the people
outside.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY

p.m.]:

(Kurilpa) [9.46
I very much appreciate the remarks
of the Premier in relation to the Public
Service Commissioner, whose ability,
without doubt, is outstanding. 1 feel that
any additional words of praisc on my part
would be a waste of time, but hon. members
of this Flouse should realise that not only
does he carry out his own work but also
does the work of many other departments.
I do not want to disparage the work of
Under Secretaries of other departments, but
he has frequently been entrusted with the
work of making a report on matters concern-
ing some of them. As a matter of fact,
during industrial crises it is not the Ra,llway
Commissioner—and again I do not disparage
him—but the Public Service Commissioner
who handles the matter. It may no doubt
be desirable to have such a wily tactician
as Mr. Story in such a position. To find
Mry. Story handling the railway unions in a
railway dispute is an eloquent testimony to
his ability.

During my few remarks I may give the
hon. member for West Moreton some infor-
mation concerning the relations of the
Public Service Commissioner with the State
Service Union. 1 speal as ex-president of
that unjon. Our friend has stated that a lot
of time 1is wasted with conferences, He
asked, too, “ Do they ever agree?” Wherever
the Public Service Commissioner has a
discretion he has always exercised it in a
very fair and impartial manner. Of course,
when he is given a brief to carry out Govern-
ment policy, he is firm and solid, he stands
by the Government’s decision, will not
budge an inch, and always makes out a very
good case. Matters have frequently been
veferred to conference by an Industrial
Court, and I remember particularly the 1924
award. I say that 80 per cent. of the claims,
particularly in regard to individual classi-
fications of officers, were agreed to in confer-
ence. The hon. member for West Moreton,
had he the slightest knowledge of public
service conditions, would not have made
such a statement as he has made.

It is very casy to deal with the question
of the increase in the number of public
servants. I am very pleased to see that
the hon. the Premier dealt with it. A
child in fourth class looking at that table
on page 16 would not make the mistake
that the hon. member did.

Mr. Mazer: I made no mistake.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : It is quite apparent
that anyone looking at a figure of 11,168 for
1930 and comparing it with the present

number of 11,103 public servants proper,
would sce a decrease of 65. If the hon.
niember did not make a mistake he s
showing blatant ignorance of the actual
conditions applying to the public service.
In regard to trust and loan fund figures.
vou will see therc are 3,054 under trust
funds. You will notice it is only when a
Labour Government took over in 1932 that

the figure went back to 3,000 again. Under
the Moore regime, it decreased hy 400.
There was an cven greater decrease in the
number of employees paid from the Loan
Fund Account.

Mr. MAHER: Do not skip the trust fuunds.
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Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I definitely men-
tioned that during the Moore regime the
number had been reduced by 400. The hon.
member should not go to sleep while I am
talking. He should pay attention, or at
least not interject. It was only when the
Labour Government were returned to power
in 1932 that the number rose again to 3,000
and it has now increased to 4,500, The
present ‘Government believe in giving the
boys and girls of Queensland an opportunity
of passing the public service examination,
and of entering avenues of employment in
the public service. They do not believe in
abolishing public service examinations and
then resorting to nepotism—appointing
sisters, sisters-in-law, cousins, and aunts to
positions in the service. The figures show
that at 30th June, 1930, the number of
employees paid from Consolidated Revenue
Fund was 11,168 and that at 30th June, 1931,
it had been reduced to 10,678, or a reduction
of approximately 500.

The Premier has offered to place certain
applications for employment in the public
service before the Chamber. T do not think
that any hon. member opposite would like
to see the names of the appointees admitted
to the service during the period he men-
tioned. I say advisedly that 500 of the
permanent employees were taken off the

list and the relatives of hon. members
opposite were actually appointed to the
service, and in that statement I do not

exempt the hon. member for West Moreton.
He knows what I am talking about.

Myr. MaHER: Bring it out.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: The hon member
knows very well, and the Secretary for Public
Instruction can bear me out. Much has
been said about the salaries paid in the
public service, and in that connection I
should like to refer to page 5 of the report
of the Public Service Commissioner. The
Salaries Act of 1930 came into operation on
15th September, 1930, and the reductions in
salaries and wages imposed under that Act
were 1 —

From From
15th Sept., 1st July,
1930. 1931.
Per cent.  DPer cent.
£400 and under ... 10 15
Over £400 and up to
£600 11 16
£600 to £800 12 17
£800 to £1,100 13 18
£1,100 to £1,500 ... 14 19
Over £1,500 ... 15 20

In 1934, that is, under a Labour Adminis-
tration, a judgment of the court dated
26th November increased the salaries of
officers receiving £400 per annum so that
the percentage reduction was 114 per cent.
The salaries of officers receiving over £400
and not over £500 were increased, their
percentage reduction being reduced to 12 per
cent. I sincerely regret that the increases
have not been of a greater amount.

The hon. member for Toowong made
certain remarks regarding the ability of the
Government to pay. That may be all right,
but as far as the Labour Government is
concerned their policy is to consider public
servants. They are always prepared to do
what they possibly can for them. Had the
Moore Administration not frittered away the
finances of the State and lent money to the
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Southern States, there would not have been
the necessity for the drastic cuts they
inflicted on the public service. The public
service know that very well, and its members

showed their confidence in the present
Government at the 1832 election, and a
renewal of that confidence at the 1935
election.

The Premier: They also knew that had
the Moore Government got back there was
another 10 per cent. cut awaiting them.

Mr. MaxwerL: That is not true. You
should not say that.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : I have no desire to
go into the contents of the documents of a
Premier’s Conference.

At 9.556 pm.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of Sessional Orders agreed to by the House
on 28th August and 16th October, I shall
now leave the chair and make my report to
the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress and asked
leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.





