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Papers.

WEDNESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER, 1935.

Mr. SpeakER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
Exeupriovs From UNEMPLOYMENT RELIER
TAX.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Sec-
vetary for Labour and Industry
“1. Is it correct, as stated in the
Press, that in future gangers, leading
hands, draymen, and clerical assistants
engaged on intermittent relief work
earning up to £3 2s. a week arc to be
exempted from payment of unemploy-
ment relief tax?

2, If so, will he consider the advisa-
bility of exempting other sections of the
community earning not more than the
same income, including primary pro-
ducers 77’

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Towns-
ville) replied—

%1 The wages of the workers men-
tioned are not exempted from relief tax,
bat it has been decided that the tax pay-
able will be borne by the department for
these classes—as has been done previously
with respect to all intermittent relief
workers receiving less than the amount
mentioned.

2. The intention of the Government
in this regard will be disclosed when the
Bill to amend the Income (Unemploy-
ment Relief) Tax Act is before the
House.”

SALE OF ASSETS OF SUB-DEPARTMENT OF
FORESTRY, FRASER ISLAND.

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Ray) -asked the
Secretary for Public Lands—

“1 In refercnce to tenders, which
closed on 31st July last, for the purchase
of tramline, locomotive, trucks, scrap
iron, tools, etc., on Fraser Island—(a)
how many tenders were received; (b)
what was the name of the successful
tenderer; and (¢) what was the amount
of the successful tender?

“2 When did the Government pur-
chase these assets, from whom, and at
what price?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
{Hon. . Pease, Hcrbert) replied—

“1. (a) Two tenders received:; (p)
Abrahams and Williams; (¢) £1 per ton
for rails on site and £10 for tools.

U2 {w) 19260 () H. M. McKenzie
{Queensiand), Limited; (¢) £5,000.”

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—
Fourteenth Report on the Creation,
Inscription. and Issue of Government
Inscribed Stock.
Fiftieth Report on the Creation, Inscrip-
tion, and Issue of Stock.

The following paper was laid on the
table i —
Regulation, dated 29th August, 1935

under * The Navigation Acts, 1876
to 1930.”
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ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE—FIFTH ALLOTTED Day.

Question stated—
“That the following Address be pre-
sented to the Governor in reply to the
Speech delivered by His Excellency in
opening this the first session of the
twenty-seventh Parliament of Qucens-
land : —
May it please Your Ixcellency,

‘' We, His Majesty’s loyal and duti-
ful subjects, the Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly cf Queensland, in Par-

liament assembled, desire to assure
Your Excellency of our continued
loyalty and affection towards the
Throne and Person of Our Most
Gracious Sovereign, and to tender our
thanks to Your Excellency for the
Speech with which you have been

pleased to open the present session.
‘The wvarious measures to which
Your Excellency has referred, and all
other matters that may be brought
before us will receive our most carc-
ful consideration, and 1t shall be our
earnest endeavour so to deal with them

that our labours may tend to the
advancement and prosperity of the
State.” ”’

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [10.36 aan.]: 1
desire to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on
being again elected to the honourable office
of Speaker of this House. 1 also congratulate
you on the excellent work that has been
carried out in this Iiouse nader your regime,
work that has made it much brighter, and
improved the gencral conditions affecting
members in this building. One may also
say the Parliament of to-day is certainly a
litsle brighter and probably a little more
intelligent than the Parliament of a few
years ago. That being so, one may at least
be excused for expecting the surroundings to
be in harmony with the attempts made by
the legislators to give full consideration to
the requirements of the State.

I was pleased to note the optimism dis-
played by His Excellency and his advisers
in presenting the policy of the Government
for this session. No doubt there has been a
little improvement in the general condition of
things in the State of Queensland during the
past year or two. The Governor, during the
course of his tours, would no doubt notice the
improved confidence of the people. He would
also notice that the general outlook of the
working class in the North, for example, was
vastly different from the outlook they dis-
played during tours by the Governor made
during the regime of the party now in
Opposizion. Yet, although we have reached
a certain stage in the forward march, and
arc able to record a definite improvement
in our development, it may nevertheless be
necessary at this juncture to say that condi-
tions may be improved more materially in
the near future than they have been during
the past two or three years. There is no
doubt that confidence is returning and the
outlook caused by the Moore Government
is disappearing from the minds of the
people. A general Improvement is evident
in the business circles of the city of Brisbane
and generally throughout the State. The
conditions that govern finance militate
against any great advance; but the actions
of the Government during the past three
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years have created a general desire amongst
the business people to improve the conditions
of their undertakings. No doubt, that has
been due to the loan programme and the
general policy to which the Government has
given effect during that period. The Aus-
tralasian Insurance and Banking Record
contains statements on the position in
Queensland that indicate a decided improve-
ment in tone, and this publication can be
taken as a very reliable guide. It contains
indications that the firms in Brisbane, par-
ticularly the larger firms such as Finney
Isles Limited, McWhirters Limited, and
MecDonnell and East Limited, whose shares on
the Stock Exchange during the past twelve
months have shown a decided improvement,
have been able to pay dividends to their
shareholders at the rate of 8 per cent. to
10 per cent.; whilst firms such as Euginecring
Supply Company of Australia Limited have
been able to pay dividends of 8 per cent.
Of the firms in the North, Cairns Timber
Limited has been able to pay a dividend of
8 per cent., whilst the Millaquin Sugar
Proprietary Company Limited, in Bunda-
berg, has also been able to pay one of 8
per cent. That is cogent evidence that the
conditions of business generally in Queens-
land are improving. It also proves to some
extent that the confidence inspired by the
administration of a Labour Government has
been of direct benefit in dispelling the gloomy
outlook that the citizens of the State had
acquired during the term of those hon.
members who are now sitting in the cold
shades of opposition.

One of the problems facing us is to
ensure a continuation of the progressive
conditions of the past two or three years.
In that connection I desire to place before
this House the endeavour made by the
Labour Government during the past twelve
months to make provision for land settlers.
It is obvious to everyone that in a country
such as Australia, the whole of the country’s
population cannot be provided for in the
city, and that, therefore, greater provision
has to be made for closer settlement on
the land. The greater the provision in
this respect the greater will be the progress
and advancement of Queensland. An
adequate scheme of land settlement will
provide, at least, homes for those who
undertake to select the opened areas. The
Department of Public Lands has done a
fair amount of work in opening up new
areas and in providing the necessary road
facilities. The Public Estate Improvement
Branch has expended a considerable amount
of money for this latter class of work, and
incidentally this has provided work for a
certain number of the unemployed.

After all, this finding of work for our
unfortunate unemployed is one of our major
problems. No doubt hon. members of the
Opposition benches will argue that in some
industries there is a tendency to over-
produce, but I would remind them that
such over-production can be counteracted
by the establishment of a more effective
home market., This can be done by the
employment of greater numbers in our
industrial centres, so that the primary
producers will have a stable market for
their products. Until that is done the
problem of placing the unemployed in
remunerative work cannot be finally solved.
The closer settlement of our country dis-
tricts and the greater production of our
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primary products must mean that markets
will have to be found, and in this respect
the efforts of the Government shou!d be
augmented by those of private enterprise in
establishing or enlarging secondary indus-
tries, giving employment to greater numbers
in the industrial centres. By this means
there would be an increased purchasing
power to cope with the increased produc-
tivity of the land. It was only yesterday
that His Excellency stated that Queens-
land had nothing to fear by way of
increased production, and Australia gener-
ally and the respective States should tackle
the problem of enlarging our trade in the
markets in the near Kast. Of course, that
is a problem for the National (Government.
The 6.000,000 people inhabiting Australia,
and of that number the million people,
approximately, within the borders of
Queensland, are not sufficient to provide
markets for the settlers of the primary-
producing areas. It is for that reason that
I say one of the major problems facing
us is being very effectively handled at the
present time by the Department of Lands—
the catering for those people who desize
to settle on the land and becume primary
producers.

That department is also to be commended
for its very excellent work in the timber
industry. Last session I informed the House
that the journey I made to the North in
company with the Secretary for Public
Lands afforded me an opportunity of
inspecting some of the timber areas in
their virgin state, particularly that at
Cooktown. The possibilities of the timber
industry have given me very much food
for thought. I am pleased to say that,
through the actions of the Sub-Department

" of Forestry, that industry to-day is return-

ing to the State of Queensland revenuc in
excess of that which was estimated when
the project was started. In addition employ-
ment is given not only to the men in the
industry, but also to those engaged in the
transport side of it. There again is evi-
dence of the good work being done to solve
the general problem of unemployment in
Queensland. In July of this year I had
occasion to visit a sawmill at Maryborough,
in company with other members on this side
of the House, and we saw the industry work-
ing under the most up-to-date conditions of
any mill in Queensland. Moreover, the mill
was working two shifts, whereas a few years
ago 1t was not working even half time.
That again shows that the policy of the
Government in regard to the forestry and
timber industries has conferred a boon and
benefit on the workers and the people of
Quecnsland as a whole. I do not wish to be
taken to say that the cutting down of all
our timber within a given period would
materially assist the future. On the other
hand, side by side with the cutting of such
matured trees as are needed to meet the
requirements of the timber industry, the
pelicy of the Sub-Department of Forestry
embraces the replanting of one or two trees
of a similar nature to every tree removed,
so that the future timber requirements of
the State are being very excellently pro-
vided for.

I desire to deal also with another indus-
try of great value to Queensland—one that
for a number of years was slipping back
into a state of despondency—that is, the
mining industry. For forty or forty-five years
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the Commonwealth, and Queensland in parti-
cular, considercd it to be one of their three

major industries. Owing to the fact that
many of the fields had been depleted to
the point where the ore remaining was

not of a pavable order, people who other-
wise might have desired to invest in mining
would not put their cash into any of the
ventures that appearced to be avallable n
the State. We see now a decided rise in
the price of gold, giving a fillip to min-
ing activities, and the development of lower
grade ores, which are to-day proving of
very great value to the State. This advance
in mining activities was greatly accelerated
by the Department of Mlnes which gave
effect to the Government’s policy of making
grants to prospectors. 1 hope that the
Lstimates will not disclose any curtailment
in this expenditure. The money that has
been spent in giving assistance to genuine
prospectors and miners has been more than
amply repaid by the increased gold yield
that has resulted during the past twelve
months. Queensland has been raised again to
the pOSltlon of the second largest gold pro-
ducer in the Commonwealth. With the aid of
prospecting grants provided by the Govern-

ment experlenced miners from the com-
peratively worked out fields at  Mount
Morgan, Charters Towers, and elsewhere

were able to seek fresh fields and pastures
new, and, to use a mining term, wera grub-
staked by the State in their scarch for new
wealth. The increased gold yield thus comes
as a vresult of very welcome assistance
extended by the State to the momeutm
Again, the Mount Isa field was assisted by
the Government to the oxtent of £500.000
last year. This timely aid enabled the com-

pany to continue its operations and to
employ a large body of men who, with
their families, would otherwise have been

compelled to leave the field. It was pre-
fmable for the Government to cxtend con-
ration in this direetion than be saddled
with the cost of transferring hundreds of
emplovees and their familics to other centres,
probably only to be maintained on the dole.
These arc things that have been achieved
by the Government in the interest of the
mining industry and cannot be adversely
criticised by hon. members opposite.

Coming to the magnificent effort made
by the Government through the Depart-
ment of Public Works, one is f{forcibly

reminded how utterly futile was the eriti-
cism by hon. members opposite of the loan
programme of the Government. Consider

for a moment the benefits enjoyed by the

people solely as a result of the activities
of the Department of Public Works in
building construction! Undoubtedly during
the pust year the Government, through this

department have given a definite lead to pri-
vate enterprise, and in this conncetion one
has only to consider the improvement in
building activities throughout this and other
cities, Still, much remains to be done cven
in this connestion, and whilst congratulating
the Government upon their very aplendid
9301‘5 to ameliorate the privations of the
people I take this oppm’runitv to suggest to
them that a new Supreme Court is urgently
required in Brisbanc, and that the present
13 an opportune tlme‘ for its construction.
One has only to visit the offices of the clerk

of petty sessicns to transact the ordinary
business that falls to the lot of a member of
Parliament to appreciate just how over-
crowded, insanitary, and inconvenient they
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are. Why, I do not think that there is any
public office in any State in Australia that s
so inadequate and so 1nconvoment as the
clerk of petty sessions office in the city of
Brisbane. I believe that in view of the con-
siderable amount of revenue derived by the
Government through this cffice the expendi-
ture upon the construction of a new clerk of
petty sessions office and a new upreme Court
would be more than justified. The Supreme
Ceurt_is one of the dowdiest public build-
ings in the city. I strongly impress upon
the Government that the time has arrived
when consideration should be given to the
construction of a new Supreme Court. I also
urge that earnest consideration be given to a
reorganisation in the admlvustlat]on of
justice. I suggest the establishment of
separate Children’s Court and separate
portions of the buildings for the hearing of
criminal and ecivil cases. Such a build-
ing would be an asset to the city.
and with the removal of the staff of the
Commissioner for Railways to their new and
up-to-date offices in Anzac Square the eity
could be still further beautified by a con-
tinuation of Adelaide street through t North
Guay. The building programme that I have
rgested  would not only provide a fair
amount of employment for a wuplo of years
upon ths actual construction of the build-
ings but also useful work in subsidiary induz-
les in the quarrying of stone and in the
transport of this and other materials to the
job. Generally speaking, it would be good
economics for the Government.

In conjunction with the decision of Cabinet
to build a new University at St. Lucia some
consideration should be given to an oxten-
sion of the technical side of education by an
mmlme nent in the Central Technical Col-
lege buildings and equipment. If the site
on which the present University building is
situated 12 not reguived for Um\mbuw pui-
poses then the Government should give con-
sideration to an extension of the Central
Technical College buildings in that direc-
tion. The present bulldlngs and equipment
of the college will not be of very great
value five or six years hence. With a grow-
ing population and a steadily increasing
desire on the part of parents to have their
children taught the arts and sciences, it will
be necessary Yor the Government to give seri-
ous consideration to an expansion along tha
lines I have suggested.

The question again arises of a further
extension of the roads programme of the
Main Roads Commission. I listened yester-
day with amusement. to the criticism of hon,
members opposite of the policy of the
Government in transferring £250,000 from
the Main Roads Fund to consolidated
revenue. They contended that this money
should be used for road construction pur-
poses.  When one takes into consideration
the amount of work that has been done
by the Main Roads (Commission, together
with the road construction carried out by the
Public Tstate Improvement Branch of the
Devartment of Public Lands, one can come
to no other conclusion than that the tax-
paver has alreadv received value for his
money spent in that direction. Some con-
sideraticn should be given to connecting the
various railheads by a system of main roads.
I do not consider that their linking by con-
necting railway lines would be of very great
value. The work would be too costly, and
in this era of flylng machines and internal

My, Taylor.]
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combustion engines transport by rail would
not prove to be a great success. Some pro-
vision can be made for the squatters in
the West by the construction of a decent
main road that will enable them to trans-
port their stock in dry seasons by motor
vehicles in areas where no railway operates.
As a result of the continued activities of the
Main Roads Commission ocur roads are
becoming a very valuable asset. When one
considers the expansion in the last two years,
especially during the last year, of the main
roads programime, one can onlv come to the
conclusion that the people are receiving
full benefit from the fees and taxes paid by
owners of motor vehicles. The continuation
of the main Northern highway will ultimately
result in providing a motor road from Bris-
bane to Calrns and probably Cooktown.

Mr. O’KEererFe: Not probably !

Mr. TAYLOR: Well, we will say that we
hope the road will be extended to Cook-
town. Consideration is also required of the
necessity for the construction of an inland
main road to the North In addition to the
main Northern highway. There has been
constructed through Mount Mee the com-
mencement of what will eventually become
the Northern highway. We all admit that
a main coastal road is necessary, but we
are also forced to admit that a main
Northern highway through the inland parts
of this State, connecting also the towns of
the North and North-West, is equally neces-
sary.

That, T believe, is a programme of whose
value the Govelnmcnt are fully cognisant,
I feel sure they will give effect to it as time
goes on. It would bring to this State that
happy excellence of transport facilities that
one meets in Victoria and New South Wales.
It is very necessary that the Main Roads
Commission should continue to expand its
road policy and thereby give to the country
settlers, at any rate, more roads of the class
it is bulldm‘r to- day

I wish to deal with the question of the
lack of an industrial programme in the
Governor’s Speech. I was somewhat dis-
appointed that the Speech did not contain
some reference to an industrial programme
relating to hours and conditions. Whilst I
realise that the Industrial Court is the body
to prescribe conditions and hours, I realise
also that it is the policy of a Labour
Government at least to indicate to the
industrial workers of the State just where
they stand on queatlom of industrial policy.
I claim that the time has arrived when we
must declare definitely that the working
conditions and hours that have been operat-
ing in this State for the past half century
cannot be allowed to continue, We must
seriously consider the reduction of the work-
ing week. In support of that view it is only
necessary for me to draw the attention of
hon. membkers to the fact that only last week
a demonstration was given in the canefields
in the vicinity of Bundaberg of a cane-cutting
machine. That is a very significant factor
in connection with labour in the canefields.
No doubt the efficiency of that machine will
be improved and the time may not be far
distant when_we shall see a complete revi-
sion of the labour conditions in regard to
canecutting. The employment of machinery
for this purpose would decrease the number
of canecutters. That phase of the develop-
ment of machinery is apparent throughout
secondary and preductive industries gener-
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ally. It is thercfore incumbent upon us to
concentrate on the problem of providing
for the men who are thus thrown on the
scrap-heap. The machine is displacing the
man. Iustead of being wused by the indi-
vidual for his own benefit it is making a
slave of him, for the benefit of the employer
who owns it. That is giving rise to world-
wide unrest, and Qrings us to the point where
we, as a Government representing the
working class people of this State, must
declare our industrial policy and lerrlslate
accordingly. I claim that the Induatual
Court, constituted as it is to- day, is wather
like a ship cumbered with barnacles. It is
too slow and too cumbersome, and it does
not seem able to get down to the problem
of giving effect to industrial legislation as
it should. There is no doubt that every
direct benefit that has been secured to the
workers by the court has been first won
by them—forced as a concession from the
employers on the industrial battlefield. That
should not continue to be the policy of the
court at a time when every economist and
every other person who understands indus-
trial conditions recognise the need for action
—and action of a character that will elimi-
nate the present industrial conditions. There
is no doubt the time has arrived when
awards  covering  secondary  industries
operated by machines should provide for
the employees a working week of forty
hours, if not of thirty-six hours, It is my
firm belief that the forty-hour working weelk
will have to be generally applied within
this State during the next year or so, par-
ticularly in those industries where machine
power 1s displacing man power. The Indus-
trial Court should also take into considera-
tion the present cost of living as compared
with that of two or three years ago. In
two years rent has increased by 3833 per
cent. The price of meat has gone up
approximately 50 per cent. Consideration
should be given to employees as to wages
and other conditions at the time when that
consideration will be of some benefit; it
should not be left until such time as the
employees have to draw forceful attention
to thetr requirements, usually with the result
of a series of industrial disputes. The Indus-
trial Court should move with greater rapidity
than it has in the past if it is desirous of
avoiding a recurrence of the present posi-
tion in the North.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: The next matter with
which I desire to deal is the need for a
Milk Act for the city of Brisbane. The
Government would show their wisdom by
the introduction of such a measure at the
present time. Brisbane is the only city in
Australia without a pure milk supply, con-
trolled by legislative enactment. To-day
the milk producers supplying the metro-
politan area of Brisbane are not getting a
decent living wage in return for their efforts.
In my own electorate there :are many milk
producers who have to sell their produce
to the distributers at a price as low as
6d. a gallon The consumers in the city
are paying 5d. and 6d. a quart for that
milk. That is an anomaly, and shows that
there is something wrong with the organisa-
tion of the milk supply of the city of Bris-
bane. The Government should take that
disparity into consideration and also the
fact that the employees on the distributing
carts are not receiving an adequate basic
wage., There is no award covering that
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calling, in which men are receiving as low
as 2bs. and even £1 a week, and keep, for
their labours. A Milk Act would at least
ensure that the producer received a fair
price for his product, such a price as would
enable him to obtain a decent living wage.
As to the purity of the supply, I would
remind hon. members that milk is regarded
as one of the staple diets of the human
race, particularly of children. There is a
paragraph in this morning’s issue of the
* Courier-Mail 7 that sounds a note of warn-
ing in regard to the milk supply of the
city of Brisbane. Tt reads—

“ NEw Dr1sease Gaixs GROUND.
‘“ PROBABLY DUE TO INFECTED MILK.
“ Perth, Tuesday.

“ A new disease, undulant fever, was
referred to at Fremantle to-day by Mr.
S. Gregory, senior lecturer in bac-
teriology at the Melbourne University,
who is a passenger for Melbourne on
the ¢ Mongolia’ from the United King-
dom, where he spent a year studying
at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine. Xe said this disease,
which was becoming a major health
prohlem in America and Britain, and
of which one or two ocases had been
reported in Australia, was probably
caused by infected milk, and could prob-
ably be prevented by pasteurisation. No
direct cure was yet known for it. He
had been impressed with the importance
attached by medical opinion and the
public to pasteurised milk in Britain,
and the attitude of the public, con-
trasted with the careless attitude of Aus-
tralians, who should be encouraged to
drink more pasteurised milk, which was
especially desirable from the viewpoint
of children’s health.”

That draws emphatic attention to the

inadequacy of the control of the milk
supply of the city of Brisbane. The Health
Department is doing its best. The inspec-

tors are out morning, noon and night, but
they cannot adequately control the quality
of the milk because they do not come into
touch with it at the point of production or
at the point of distribution. They have
to inspect it in various centres of the city
and take samples from the milk carts.
Goodness knows exactly how much milk
may have been supplied from those cans
to parents with children before the inspec-
tors take their samples.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. NIMMOQ (Ozley) [11.19 a.m.]: Mr.
Speaker, I should like first to congratulate
you upon being elected Speaker of this
House. I trust your occupancy of the chair
will be as free from serious trouble as it
was during the last Parliament.

I also feel pleasure in saying how much
we appreciate the work of His Excellency
in going throughout Queensland and bring-
ing inspiration and confidence to settlers in
the far-back areas by his kindly words and
his optimistic outlook on life generally. Of
course, his speech, delivered at the opening
of this Parliament—except the first portion
of it—was written by the Government and
handed to him to read and I am sorry to
say that it contains no constructive policy
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or anything that would tend to get this
State out of its present difficulties. It is
simply window dressing and advertising on
behalf of the Government, who again prove
themselves to be simply time servers, taking
always the line of least resistance, bluffing,
using propaganda and generally trying to
make the best of things with loan money.
They are out to make good cover for them-
selves, irrespective of whether it is going
to improve the State permanently or not.

THE SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Lanps: That is
why the people gave wus such a clear
mandate.

Mr. NIMMO: Exactly. The people did
give the Government a wonderful mandate,
but do you remember, Mr. Speaker, that
just before the decline of Rome the people
also gave the politicians a great mandate
simply because they threw favours to them?
The same thing is going on to-day. The
Government are pandering to the people
for their own gain, and that policy is not
going to benefit this State.

The last spcaker made some statcments
with which I agree, and many statements
altogether contrary to the truth, Like many
other speakers on the Government side of
the House, he referred to the great
improvement that has taken place in Queens-
land. There is no doubt that Queensland
is showing a great improvement.

Mr. Tavior: You agree with me?

Mr. NIMMO : Certainly 1 agree with the
hon. member. The whole world is showing
an mmprovement. I am happy to say that
Queensland is showing an improvement in
common with the other States—not through
the acts of the Labour Government, but in
spite of them. This is a State that would
progress under present conditions under any
Government, with a good Government in
the Commonwealth sphere.

Mr. Pcwer:
Government,

Mr. NIMMO: That interjection of the
hon. member for Baroona shows with what
levity he looks at matters, and how irre-
sponsible he is. As a matter of fact, it did
not improve under the hon. member’s
Government. Let us analyse the position.
Was there any depression in the world
during the period 1929 to 1932, or was there
not? Did the other States of the Com-
monwealth have prosperous times during
that period? Is the hon. member for
Baroona honest or not honest ?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon.
member is interrupting a speech on the
other side of the House.

Mr. NIMMO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
We want honesty in polities to-day, and
if we have members coming here who are
simply trying to introduce ‘‘soap-box”
theories to this Parliament for the purpose
of some gain for themselves cutside, we are
not going to make any real progress. The
hon. member knows very well that there
was a depression all over the world, That
depression, we are all thankful to say, is
passing away. It is mo use hon. members
opposite preening themselves and taking
comfort in the thought that “Alone we did
it.””  Take the Acting Agent-General’s
report, which we have just received. What
does he say with regard to Great Britain?

Mr. Nimmo.]

It went back under your
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Under the hcading of ““Trade and Com-
merce 7 he writes—

“ TRADE AND COMMERCE.

“ It can, I think, be safely stated that
a return to normal conditions is now at
last almost in sight. The progress in
this direction, which was made in 1934,
has varied greatly in different parts of
the world, but undoubtedly it has been
Great Britain that has shown the way.

“ Figures issued by the Board of Trade
show an increased industrial output in
1934. Based on the existing index, the
estimated production last year was 12
per cent. greater than in 1933, and 18
per cent. above 1932, The index numbers
for the three years (based on 1924=100)
were 110.5, 98.6, and 98.3 respectively.
For manufacturing industries alone, the
index number (117.4) is the highest yet
recorded, being about 1 per cent. above
that for 1929. The total increase of 12
per cent. compares with a rise of 4 per
cent. in the United States.

“ Unemployment has fallen below the
peak figure of 1929 by 28 per cent. Steel
production was 26 per cent. above the
level of 1933; building activity was 14
per cent. greater, and electricity output
about 14 per cent. larger.

“On_ the Stock Exchange values
reached new high records owing to the

exceptional (h(,a,pness of money, which
dominated the security markets.”
I am sure that every hon. member, irrespec-

tive of party, is pleased to see that part of
the report by the Agent-General. It indi-
cates that economic conditions are improving
at the hub of the universe. It assures us
that the world has turned the economic corner
and that conditions generally arc improving,
but despite that assurance and the evidences
patent to everyone, an hon. member is pre-
pared to rise in his place in this House and
to say that all credit for this improvement
is due to the Quecensland Labour Govern-
ment. No hon. member is justified in doing
that. The hon. member for Enoggera did
quote a number of figures from an insur-
ance magazine in an endeavour to show that
Queensland was the only State where indus-
trial shares had shown marked improvement.
I have to admit that the shares of certain
companies in this State have improved over
the past year or two, but I most reluctantly
ask 1if they have shown the same degree of
improvement as is to be seen in the healthy
state of the balance-sheets of Southern com-
panies ?

Mr, TayLOR: Quote some figures.

Mr. NIMMO: I can refer to the Broken
Hill Proprietary Company, Limited, which
is in control of a key industry. Its shares
during the depression were quoted at 16s.
9d., but are quoted on the market to-day at
over £3 each.

Mr. TavLor: What about goldmining?

Mr. NIMMO: The goldmining industry,
in common with all other mining ventures,
is a more or less unstable 1ndust1y up
to-day and down to-morrow. I suggest to
the hon. member that he focus his attention
upon such huge undertakings as Anthony
Horderns Limited, and Farmers Limited,
large trading ventures catering for the
requirements of an industrial population
from day to day.

Mr. Powsr: Take gold in Queensland.

[My. Nimmo,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

Mr. NIMMO: When the hon. member for
Baroona delivered his Address in Reply
speech in this House we were muzzled and
could not interject when he made some of
the most outrageous statements.

Mr. Tavrom: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a
point of order. Is the hon. member for
Oxley in order in suggesting that certain
hon. members were muzzled 1n this House?

Mr. SPEAXKER: The hon. member for
Oxley should be more careful in the choice
of his language. I hope that he is not
intending to reflect on the Chair.

Mr. NIMMO : I was not reflecting on the
Chair at all, Mr. Speaker. The hon. mem-
ber {for Enoggma knows very well what I
mean. He knows that it is the unwritten
law of this House not to interject or other-
wise interrupt a new member during the
deliverance of his maiden speech. That is
what I meant when I said that we were
muzzled and could not, or did not, inter-
ject. I did not intend to reflect on the
Chair at all. I repeat that it is true that
a number of companies have shown a marked
1mp1memont in their business operations,
but it is unfair to select two or three com-
panics that have shown this material
advance and ignore many others. that
do not show up in such a favourable light.
What is the object of the hon. member in
adopting those tactics? TIs it merely to bring
unmerited kudos to the Government? Is it
honest? 1Is he trying to boost the Govern-
ment and to discredit their predecessors in
office? He made the astounding statement
that confidence in this State was inspired
by the presence and the administration of
a Labour Government.

The SECRETarRY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
hear! Quite true.

Mr. NIMMO: The Secretary for Public
I.ands, who interjects, knows very well
indeed that confidence came as the natural
result of the adoption of a sound method
of finance in Australia. Had the Labour
Government been returned to power last
Federal election, one shudders to think what
might have been the outcome of their pro-
posal of monetary inflation and a new bank-
ng system.

Another matter on which I intend to
cross swords with the hon. member for
Enoggera is that of land settlement. I notice
that the Secretary for Public Lands is in
the House. I deﬂmtolv asscrt that very
little progress has been made in land settle-
ment duunfr the term of the Labour
Government.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC TaxDs:
wrong.

Mr. NIMMO: I admir that largs areas
of land are supposed to have been settled,
but on analysis one finds that the great
plopoxtmn of what is claimed s nes le-
ment is due to the volume of priority seice-
tions, and that really very few new selectors
have been place on the land. We also know
that the Government embarked on a policy
of road construction to open up mew arcas
for selection in North Queensland. One of
those areas is in the electorate of the hon.
member for Mirani. That hon. member said
he hoped the work was going to continue.
Men were engaged for that work just jaior
to the election in the hope that the strength
of the Labour Party in this House would be
increased. That hon. member is now in the
House as a result. I am afraid that much

Hear,
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of the land settlement of the Government
was merely undertaken to boost votes
for the Government candidates. A definite
land settiement policy should be evolved by
the Government. The Government have
slipped on the job. The hon. member for
Cunningham, when acting as Secretary for
Public Lands, had a definite policy of land
settlement of resuming large holdings and
opening new areas. Those resumptions had
been made and everything was set in train
when his Government went out of office.
Advantage has, however, been taken of it
by the present Government, with the result
that land settlement figures have gone up.
The Government made those figures look
better than they otherwise would appear. We
want to see more people settled on the land
and production increased.

The SecreTarRY FOrR Pusric Lanps: The
. local producers’ association asked us not to
open any more land for settlement.

Mr. MooRre: And you are very obedient!
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NIMMO: I hope that the Minister
will not be guided by that advice. This is a
young country that needs to be developed,
and unless we adopt a vigorous policy we
can shut up shop. There is 1o necessity
to stand still. Hvery hon. member recognises
that if a vigorous land settlement policy, in
conjunction with a policy of water conserva-
tion, is not adonted, Queensland will not
take her rightful place among the nations
of the world.

The Government have claimed that a
wonderful improvement has taken place in
the timber industry and that sawmills are
working throughout the State. That again
is a reflex of the policy initiated by our
Government. The Government are aware
that when they assumed office they found
that their predecessors had a well-defined
forestry policy in frain. During the 1852
elections @ great noise was made by Labour
candidates of the appointment of Mr. Duffy
to the Sub-Department of Forestry by the
Moore Government. They described it as
political. It was only part of a policy that
has resulted in a vigorous development of
the sawmilling industry. The Minister has
merely followed in the path of his prede-
cessor and he should acknowledge the fact.

The hon. member for Enoggera referred to
the position of the mining industry, which
is also mentioned in the Governor’s Speech.
The Government take great credit for the
wonderful improvement in gold production.

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. NIMMO: Hon. members opposite
evidently believe that if they repeat an
assertion often enough they will eventually
make the people believe it to be true. The
hon. member for Enoggera claims that the
improvement in gold production is due to the
policy of the Government in encouraging
prospectors. I have perused the gold produc-
tion returns as published in the ¢ Government
Mining Journal,” Every hon. member will
admit that gold production by the Golden
Plateau mine at Cracow, the Mount Morgan
and the Mount Coolon mines were primarily
responsible for this result and that they
were definitely established by the Moore
Government.

Mr. TavLor: That is not a fact.

Mr. NIMMO: I say very definitely it is
a fact those three mines were established
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during that period. Operations at Mount
Morgan were recommenced in February,
1932. The company appealed to the Govern-
ment for assistance. The Moore Govern-
ment induced Sir Herbert Gepp to come
from Victoria and report on the application,
He recommended that the Government should
make the necessary grant. The Government
accordingly made available £15000. That
grant was approved by the Moore Govern-
ment. In honesty hon. members must admit
the fact that the Moocre Government were
responsible for the recommencement of opera-
tions at Mount Morgan.

The Golden Plateau and Mount Coolon
roines were also established during the
Moore regime. Kxcepting those fields, we
find that the increased gold plodu_ctlon in
Queensland for 1934 was £99,771. Golden
Plateau showed an increase of £111,000, and
Mount Morgan an increase of £8,000, making
a total between them of £120,000. It will
thus be seen that except for those mines
there was a decrease in the gold production
in. this State. I mention those facts because
hon. members opposite have claimed in this
House and outside that the Government are
responsible for every improvemecnt that has
occurred in the country. Hon. members
opposite should display some degree of fair-
ness and give credit where credit 1s due.
Hon. members on this side of the House
are prepared to give the Government credit
for anything they may have done, and we
consider they should adopt the same attitude
in regard to the actions of the Moore
Government.

The ¢ Economic News” for August has
already published figures on the point, and
I have some that demonstrate that the posi-
tion in Australia is definitely improving at
a very rapid rate. The following index of
share price figures relating to the different
countries affords an mterestlng comparison : —

Per-
June- May, | centage

July, 1935. | recovery

1929, to 1929,
Australia .| 1694 | 156-1 93-9
United ngdom 11579 1144 725
Sweden . .| 1689 881 509
Canada . 64-1 130-8 495
United States of Amenca 191-0 855 44°7
Netherlands .. 21-0 330 272

Those figures indicate that the improve-
ment in Australia has been much greater
than in other countries. That advance must
ke due to the policy of the National Govern-
ment operating in Australia.

The Savings Bank deposits for the whole
of Australia for the year ended 30th June,
1935, show an increase of £7,000,000.

Many statements have been made by new
members in this House during the present
debate that have not been quite correct.
The hon. member for Logan bestowed a
great deal of praise on the City of Brisbane
Act. To my mind that Act represents one
of the greatest burdens ever inflicted on
this State. The area prescribed for Greater
Brisbane is much too large. People in the
outside areas were forced into it without
the opportunity of saying whether they were
prepared to come in, and were compelled to
pay the rates deemed necessary to liquidate
the debts of the thickly populated areas in
the centre, with the result that their rates

were doubled.
Mr. Nimmo,]
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The hon. member for Logan also spoke of
the action of the Moore Government in
passing an Act that reduced the salary of
an alderman to £300 per annum. That
reduction was made during a period when a
great number of ratepayers in this city were
unable to pay their rates. Under the cir-
cumstances 1 consider the amount fixed was
reasonable.

It has also been suggested that a change
should be made in our monetary system.
The monetary system that is operating to-
day has stood the test of time remarkably
well. Yet hon. members opposite assert that
it should be altered. I wonder what their
intention can be. Is it to adopt the policy,
suggested by the Federal Labour Party dur-
ing the last Federal election, of paying for
the construction of public works by Common-
wealth Treasury bills? What policy do
hon. members opposite really suggest? The
present monetary system has stood the test
very well, especially when one realises that
capltahsm has had to bear the burden of
every benefit or extravagance, and every
political stupidity pcrpetlated on the com-

munity. Notwithstanding, capitalism is
recovering,

Mr. HirtoN: What about the royal com-
mission to be appointed by the Lyons
Government to inquire into the monetary
system ?

Mr. NIMMO: It is my opinion that at
the conclusion of ifs investigations the
members of the commission will find
that the monetary system operating to-day
is perfect, and that too many burdens have
been placed upon it in the past. Fvery hon.
member must realise that capitalism is carTy-
ing a tremendous burden, and if the policy
of heaping further burdens on it is
continued it must eventually break down.
No hon. member can expect industry to
function with the load of taxation at present
ISevied upon it by the Government of this
tate.

A GovernMenT MemBER: It is doing it.

Mr. NIMMO: It is not doing it. Men
are out of work in all our secondary indus-
tries. There has been no increase in the
numbers of secondary industries operating
in this State. The cause is obvious when 1t
is realiscd that a company with a capital
of £100,000, making an annual profit of
£24,000 has to hand over to the Government
£8,000 by way of taxation. That amount
is State tax alone. The chairman of
directors of Peters Ice Cream Coy. Ltd.
pointed out only the other day that for
the State Taxation Department to get the
dividend they received, if it were a share-
holder, it would be necessary to hold 80,000
shares’ in the company. Is that not a
tremendous amount to take from industry
by way of taxation? Industry cannot
function under such an imposition. Indus-
try must be allowed to retain sufficient
money to enable it to expand.

Mr. O’Keere: Have you read the balance

sheet ?
Mr. NIMMO: I have read some balance
sheets, and was rather surprised to find

the amount being taken by way of taxation.
A small company with a capital of £2,000
made a profit of £500 and of that amount
the State Government took £185 by way of

taxation. ~ Hon. members must realise that
our taxation is much too high. (Inter-
jections).

[Mr. Nimmo.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member for Oxley during the course of his
speech has been subjected to repeated inter-

jection and some interruption. I ask hon.
members to ccase.
Mr. NIMMO: Thank sou, Mr. Speaker.

This morning I desire to make an appeal
to the Government to look into the question
of offsetting losses against profit so far as
income tax is comcerned. I refer to the
settlers on the land particularly. In
common with other hon. members of this
House I am very pleased to see that the
drought has broken throughout Queensland.
We have just emerged from a very serious
dry spell, which has placed thousands_ of
our very ‘valuable settlers in a very peculiar
position. They are fine people. Everybody
must admire the manner in which they
tackle their job, but under the present
method of taxation what hope have they of
recovering from their troubles?

An HoxoUraBLE MEMBER: They never will.

Mr. NIMMO: I think I heard an hon.
member interject ¢ They never will? I
quite believe he is correct—under the present
system. As it stands, if these people
fortunately make a very big profit from next
year’s operations most of that profit will
have to be paid away in the form of
taxation. At least a very large portion of
it will have to go in that direction. Were
such people allowed to offset their previous
losses against present profits they would
have some opportunity of at least reducing
their bank overdrafts or repaying loans they
had to obtain during a difficult period.
This would enable them eventually to
become free of financial difficulties and
able to meet taxation in the ordinary way.
I do not think it is too much to ask that
these people be allowed to set off their
losses agalinst their profits over a certain
period. The Commonwealth recognise that
it is a fair policy, and they allow averaging
over five years. If the Government have
any desirc to help these people, who have
suffered great hardships, they should allow
the Commissioner to set off the losses
suffered during the depression against the
profits made in better times.

Mr. O’Keere: Why did your Government
not do that when they had the opportunity ?

NIMMO : Our Government gave the

Iebace: of all Crown lands a very substan-
tial reduction in their rents. They reduced

railway fares and {freights on four ocoa-
sions; this Government, as soon as they
came into power, raised them wagain. Our
(GGovernment abolished the super land tax

and gave the people on the land a chance.
I hope the present Government will pursue
the same policy.

Some hon. members are prepared to make
statements in this Chamber which cannot
be borne out by facts. The other day the
member for Warwick made certain state-
ments with regard to a rise in prices in
this State.

Mr. LiewrLyN: They were correct.

Mr, NIMMO : We know they are conect
but the rise is simply the result of the policy
pursued by hon. members opposite. Ther
have 1nc1ea,sed taxation in this State by
£2,150,000 since they assumed office; they
have loaded all sorts of burdens on to indus-
try. Does any man expect that those burdens
are not to be passed on to the consumer?
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The result is that prices are going up, as
they must, and this puts a great hardship
on the man on the land. Although he has
to pay a great deal more for the articles
he buys he gets no higher prices for his
commodities. The hon. member for Car-
narvon referred to the price of wool packs
as being 5d., higher in this State than in
New South Wales. When he made that
statement I thought it was worth looking
into and I did so, only to find that it is due
to handling charges. The business cannot
be conducted as cheaply in Queensland as
it can in New South Wales, and all the
charges loaded on to the goods are, of
course, passed on to the consumer, Talking
of passing on these charges, I have hers
2 good cartoon from this month’s “ Tax-
payer”’ showing two people looking into
the window of a store. A notice reads
““ Extras passed on to our customers with
overy purchase: TFederal sales tax, Federal
land tax, State land tax, customs and excise,
income tax city rates, water rates, stamp
duties.” Al tho:e have to be borne by
every article that is bought and the result
is the fact to which the hon. membher for
Carnarvon referred. He rather exaggerated
the position, however, because I understand
that the difference in price in this case is 3d.

Members on the other side of the House
say that we have the highest basic wage
in the whole of Australia. That is so, but
if we stand for that we must expect the
people to pay higher prices for the articles
they require, for those prices must include
the higher basic wage e are paying. Do
you not think, Mr. Speaker, that instead
of saying that we have the highest basic
wage in Awstralia and taking pride and
pleasure in the fact, it would be better to
say thut we were golng to strive to get the
whole of the Australian States up to our
basic wage? Then our industries could
function and we could sell goods to our
people at the same prices as the Southern
States can sell them. The matter is one
of policy, and it is obvious that if we have
higher costs throughout ueensland. eventu-
dlly Queensland will be put in an obnoxious
position in carrying on trade in competi-
tion with the South. We should move to
bring about some equality between the dif-
ferent States, no matter in what way it 1is
done.

I also wish to refer here to another state-
ment made by the hon. member for War-
wick, concerning the way people in the
West were fleeced in regard to maize during
the drought period. Ilon. members opposite
should he more careful in their statements.
He said that at the peak period of the
drought maize purchased at Warwick for
%s. 6d. a bushel was sold in the West at
6s. and 6s. 6d. a bushel, and that someone
was getting a rake-off of 1s. 3d. to 2s. 9d.
a bushel.

Mr. H. WiLLiaus:

Mr, NIMMO: The remark by the hon.
member for Windsor is a sample of the
inane sort of interjections that come from
the other side of the Fouse. Here are the
true facts: At the peak period of the
drought maize sold up to 4s. 25d. a bushel
in Warwick, and that price was paid to the
farmer—mot 3s. 6d. a bushel as suggested
by the hon. member for Warwick. He
referred to maize being sold at Longreach
at 6s. 6d. a bushel, but my investigation
discloses that this maize was sold by a small

Your friends.
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storckeeper in the habit of seiling a bushel
or two to a man to feed his horse, and the
statement could have no application to the
sale of large quantities as fodder for starving
stock. Since the hon. member made his
statement in this House I have taken the
opportunity to analyse the accounts of
several big trading houses and I find that
in all cases the handling charges werc set
down at 1d. a bushel. I have here an
invoice dated 10th June, when maijze was
sold at 3s. 6d. a bushel. I have taken that
invoice because it sets out a price of 3s. 6d.,
which was the price mentioned by the hon.
member for Warwick. On 10th June, then,

3s. 6d.” a bushel was paid for maize by
Dalgety’s, to which was added 1d. a bushel
to cover handling charges. The cost of

railing a ton of maize fo Longreach was
£2 4s. 2d., or approximately 1s. 1d. a bushel,
making the landed cost of the maize, 4s. 84d.,
the price that was actually charged. I
deliberately visited threc large trading
houses and investigated their accounts, from
which I discovered that in cach case 1d.
a bushel was charged for handling costs, I
am dealing with this matter to show that
some irresponsible members of Parliamoent
are preparcd to make statements in this
House that tend to inflame the minds of
the people, particularly the farmers and
the purchasers of primary produce. The
statements are deliberately made with the
intention of conveying the impression that
certain sections of the community are being
fleeced, although they are far from true.

A GoverNmENT MeEMBER: The hon. mem-
ber knows that they have been fleeced.

Mr. NIMMO That statement is untrue.
That is the kind of statement that i- used
to assist Labour into power m this House.
Hon. members opposite have always endecav-
oured to inflame the ininds of the workers
and the people gencrally so as to secure
their votes, and that 15 why hon. members
opposlte are incapable o handhnu an indus-
trial trouble such as thc one that now exists
in North Queensland. They assiduously
carry out their pelicy of trying to inflame
the minds not only of the worlkers but also
of the producers, but in time of need and
trouble they are incapable of facing up to
the job for fear of losing much political
support. They are not prepared to make
that sacrifice,

TUnemployment 1is still a very important
question for consideration. The Governmeng
have intimated that there is to be a reduc-
tion in the relief tax to the extent of 1d.
in the £1. A penny in the pound! The
whole proposal is laughable, the most laugh-
able thing I have ever heard in my life. A
reduction in the relief tax of 1d. in the T1
The Government have led us to believe tha+
unemployment has been reduced to the 1929
level—before any relief tax was imposed.

Mr. H. Witiams: The ¢ Courier-Mail ”
suld it had.

Mr. NIMMO: What?
Mr. H. Wictians : That unemployment had
been reduced to the 1929 level.

Mr. NIMMO: There seems to be some-
thing wrong somcwhere. Some very con-
tradictory statements are being made. We
are told by the hon. member for Windsor that
the * Courier-Mail” has given it out that
unemployment has been reduced to the 1929
level, which is confirmed by the considered

Mr. Nimmo.]



186 Address in Reply.

opinion of the Government, but the Premier
has said, “No, we cannot reduce the relief
tax more than 1d. in the £1.”

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: When
did he say that?

Mr. NIMMO I understand that since the
proposal by the Government has been treated
as a joke, and as being too ridiculous for
serious consideration, the Government have
crawfished a little and are now thinking
of making the reduction 2d. in the £1. They
know very well that unemployment is stiil
with us, despite the fact that considerable
employment may have been created by the
lavish expenditure of loan funds.

. The Government have made certain
increased payments to men engaged on
unemployment relief works. What do those
increases amount to? A married man, who
received £1 0s. 3d. a week during the terrible
depression which existed, receives an increase
to 2bs. This notwithstanding the great
noise hon. members opposite made against
the Federal Government for paying only
%6s. a week to a man and his wife receiving
old-age pensions.

Mr. BrassiNGTOXN: You are wrong again.
You are talking about 36s. a fortnight.

Mr. NIMMO: The Federal Government’s
old-age pension payment to a man and his
wife amounts to 18s. a week each, whereas
the State Government pay an unemployed
married man 25s. a week only. A married
man with a wife and one child receives an
increase of only 2s. 6d. per week. I do not
know on what basis this payment is made.
An unemployed worker with a wife depen-
dent on him gets one and a-half day’s work
a week, and is paid at the rate of 16s. 8d.
a day. Possibly he works alongside an
employee of the Brisbane City Council who
receives 13s. 6d. a day. The whole scheme
is ill-considered and does not mete out
decent treatment to the man out of work.
The relief tax should be abolished entirely,
together with relief work, and every man
willing to work should be given a job. That
could be accomplished if the Government
tackled this problem in the right way. The
expenses of certain Ministers, and of the
Government generally, are large, yet at the
same time an unfortunate married man
with a wifc dependent on him receives only
26s. a wcek. Had the Moore Government
been returned at the last election every
man prepared to work would have been
found Government work. (Government inter-
jections.) We know that certain new mem-
bers in this House have been hypnotised by
the Premier. Metaphorically speaking, ther
put a halo round his head and consider him
a wonderful man.

Mr. BrasSINGTON interjecting,
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NIMMO: They will be disillusioned
before they are very much longer in this
House. They will discover the actual posi-
tion. They will observe that there are still
plenty of men unemployed and perceive
that many men engaged temporarily on loan
works will be again unemployed. Unem-
ployment is one of the greatest problems we
have, and it should be faced. Those who
have full and plenty should help to provide
a wages fund in order to provide work for
these unfortunate people. Extravagance in
Government expenditure should also cease.

Mr. BRASSINGTON again interjecting,
[Mr. Nimmeo.,
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member for Fortitude Valley to obey my
call to order and not interrupt the hon.
member’s speech.

Mr. BrassiNetonN: Thanks, Mr, Speaker,
I will not interrupt.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. NIMMO:

Government expenditure

to-day has become greater than ever. One
would think that the State was passing
through a period of great prosperity. The

Government provided a special train to take
the delegates attending the Labour-in-
Politics Convention at Maryborough to the
coast.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. LLEWELYN (Toowoomba) [12.5
p.m.}: T take this opportunity of offering
you, Mr. Speaker, as previous speakers have
done, my congratulations on your elevation
once again to the high and responsible posi-
tion of Speaker. I also desire to convey
my good wishes to the mover and seconder
of the motion for the Address in Reply.
Hon. members generally were very impressed
with the subject-matter of the speech of the
mover of the resolution, and especially with
the manner in which he handled it.

The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat at some length compared the share
markets in this and other States.

At 12,6 p.m.,

The Cmarrmany ofF CouMIrTees (Mr. Han-
son, Buranda), rclieved Mr. Speaker in the
chair.

Mr. LLEWELYN: The daily barometer
reflecting the quotations on the share mar-
kets published in the newspapers affords
striking evidence that investments in indus
trial and commercial concerns in Queensland
compare more than fovourably with those
in other States.

I submit that is the best indication of the
prosperity of Queensland compared with the
other States, notwithstanding the doleful
story regarding the amount of taxation
imposed on capital in this State.

During this debate hon. members oppo-
site have dwelt at length on the sins of the
Government in obtaining and spending loan
money in finding employment. It will be
remembered that after three years of office
of the Moore Government, the present Pre-
mier, who was then Leader of the Opposi-
tion, went to the country and sought the
confidence of the people on a definite state-
ment that if a Labour Government were
returned to office it would endeavour to
bring about an alteration in the Premiers’
Plan in order that it might obtain loan
money for expenditure, as far as possible, on
reproductive works to provide employment
for many thousands who were out of work.
The people returned him. As Premier he
was successful in his effort at his first meet-
ing of the Loan Council in having the plan
reviewed, and during his subsequent visits to
that Council he was successful in obtaining
sufficient money to put his policy into effect.
After that policy had heen in operation
for three years the Premier went to the
country and asked the people for a renewal
of their confidence. The only promise he
made was that if his Government were
returned to office they would carry out the
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same policy during the ensuing three years
as during the past three years. It is common
knowledge that the people not only over-
whelmingly approved of that policy, but
also returned the Government Party in
increased numbers, The Premier could do
no other than ‘accept their support as a
mandate to carry on the same policy during
the next three years.

I desire to draw attention of hon. mem-
bers to three paragraphs from the report
of the Land Administration Board for the
year 1933—

“The depression and its wave of
unemployment is not due to the lessening
of local primary production for that
has been largely maintained. It is due
to the stagnation of international trade
and the lowering of commodity prices,
and as we are an exporting nation these
things inevitably have repercussions in
this country. A permanent cure for our
trouble, therefore, lies outside Aus-
tralia. Meanwhile all we can do is to
adopt alleviating measures within.

“ But even alleviating measures are of
such importance that the resources of
Government departments must be mobil-
ised to provide them. The economic
maelstrom in which our people are
engulfed is generating such devastating
consequences to the community that
help in the direction of giving relief
of any kind should not be withheld.”

In the same report there is a further very
lmpomant paragraph reading—

‘ Employment of any kind, reproduc-
tive or not, serves a useful purpose, but if
we can so utilise the services of the
capable and willing unemployed workers
that at the end of the depression we
shall find our country enriched by practi-
cal achievements—our lands developed—
our exports expanding—then we shall
have succeeded in wresting from the
depression  solid accomplishments and
permanent gain which we and succeed-
mg generations may enjoy.”

Comment Is unnhecessary Inasmuch as the
report is very logical and full of common-
sense. These things must appeal to every
right-thinking and reasonable person.

Concomitantly with the work I have out-
lined, the Government set out to achieve
their ob]ect of replacing men in employment
and to that end adopted a programme of
public works, the construction of which will
not only give employment for wany thou-
sands of our unemployed but will also pro-
vide very valuable public utilities and, in
many instances, public assets of great
national value. Here, I desire to quote a
statement issued recently by the Secrctary
for Public Lands, referring to water supply
and sewerage works, and in passing to draw
attention to the fact that the Premier, during
the course of his speech on the Appropria-
tion Bill recently, referred to water conserva-
tion as being the life blood of the nation.
I am heartily in accord with that sentiment.
The statement referred to reads—

“As a result of the liberal terms
under which the Government has made
money available, considerably increased
activity has been manifest on the part
of local authorities throughout the State
in the provision of new or improved
facilities for domestic water supplies and
sewerage. These works have been
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financed by subsidised Government loans,
The Department has, in a number of
cases carried out the whole of the works,
including mvestmatlons SUL'VEYS, deswn
and construetlon, in other cases the local
authorities have been responsible for the
execution of the work—the Department
acting in a supervisory and advisory
capacity. Throughout the year 69
schimes in various stages have been dealt
with.”

Among the schemes referred to are—

Water supply at— £
Coolangatta and Bullelgh ... 77,000
Innisfail 46,000
Mount Isa 17,000
Gatton 16,000
Sarina 13,000
Bowen 10,000

Schemes being carried out under the super-
vision of the respective local authorities—

Water supply at— £
Townsville 70,000
Cairns . 26,000
Rockhampton 19,000
Redlynch 16,000
Tully . 18,000
Toowoomba 10,000

Schemes in course of preparation—

Sewerage at— £
Townsville . 500,000
Rockhampton 531,000

Water supply at—

Toowoomba 220,000
Longreach 48,000
Kingaroy 51,000
Ipswich 20,000
Mr. Epwarps: They are not being carried

out.

Mr. LLEWELYN: I understand every-
thing is in order for their being carried out.
The Toowoomba City Council approached the
Government for a loan subsidy amocunting to

£220,000. I arm very happy to be able to
state that the Treasurer has granted this
request. Of course, it can be understood

that there was a great deal of anxiety on
the part of workers regarding the apparent
delay in commencing this work. One quite
understands with what anxiety an uncm-
ployed worker merely on intermittent relief
work views any delay in the commencement
of work that may provide him with increased
weekly wages. Naturally our men in Too-
woomba lock forward to the commencement
of the Cooby Creek scheme and hope there
will be some continuity of work for them
when it is commenced. Trial surveys have
been finalised and a report has been sent,
or is in course of preparation for sending,
to the Toowoomba City Council. I express
the hope here that there will be no delay
on its part in having that work commenced.
I should like to emphasise that the various
local authorities throughout the State have
been co-operating with the Government as
far as their own local requirements and funds
would permit in the undertaking of schemes
of a reproductive character having the
specific object of finding work for the unem-
ployed. Moneys have been made_ available
for forestry and railways, in addition to
water conservation projects; large sums of
money have been spent in fand settlement ;
other large sums have been made avallable
for the construction of workers’ dwellings;
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and yet other amounts for main roads and
public buildings in all parts of the State.
The Treasurer and this Government have
heen sympathetic to requests for money in
any avenue where it was considered that
money could be spent to advantage.

I submit in all earnestness that this policy
I have detailed is a wise one, and while
uncertainty prevails in economic conditions
should be continued. I hope that our Trea-
surer will be successful in obtaining sufficient
money from the Loan Council to enable its
continuance for some time ahcad. Cf
course, I realise that it is necessary that the
money should be expended upon schemes
from which some advanbage will accrue.

At 12.22 p.m.,
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair.
Mr. LLEWELYN: I would suggest to

the Treasurer and to the Government—par-
ticularly to the Minister for Transport—
the construction of a railway from Coorar
to Tarong. The Leader of the Opposition
is the member for the district vlosely adjacent
to Cooyar snd for the district including the
railway that connects Oakey with that term-
ina?, T have no doubt that he realises what
a great asset the construction of that link
would be to the State. The suggestion is
not at all a new one. Over twenty years
ago an agitation was commenced in the area
between Toowoomba and Maryborough for
the construction of this link. As is gener-
ally known, the railways from the Mary-
borough side were constructed through the
Burnett and opened up very large tracts
of land, which have proved very suitable
for agriculture and dairying. On the other
hand, we have connecctions from various
points on the Western line dipping north
towards the Burnett district. It seems to
be rather remarkable that these two fertile
districts have not been connected by that
railway link before.

Mr. Epwarps: That was turned down by
your Royal Commission on Public Works.

Mr. LLEWELYN : T do not know whether
it was turned down altogether by the com-
mission, but I believe that Mr, Sexton’s
report, which I unfortunately have not been
able to see, absolutely favoured the con-
struction of a connection between Cooyar and
Tarong to any other connection.

Mr. Moore: He did; quite right.

Mr. LLEWELYN : If this link had been
constructed it would have tapped timber
wealth approximating 70,000,000 super. feet
of pine, and although it 1s just possible
that the volume may be reduced to-day,
there 1is still a considerable amount of
timber wealth in the Cooyar district that
would provide valuable freight for the
Commissioner for Railways. Toowoomba
possesses one of the best equipped bacon
factories in the State, run by a co-operative
company that draws a considerable quantity
of 1ts supplies from the Burnett district,
but in some cases the pigs have to be
conveyed for approximately 370 miles,
whereas, by the construction of this link, the
journey would be reduced to only 82 miles.
Again, the construction of this link would
permit of the easy transport of the products
of the Downs to northern markets, and would
tap all districts served by the railway whose
terminal points are at Oakey, Milmerran, and
Killarney, and would be of economic value
to the primary producers in the Stanthorpe
and Warwick districts. I firmly believe
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that the construction of this link could not
fail to be of considerable value to the
State, both commercially and industrially.
It would also be of material assistance in
times of drought in the removal of starving
stock. When 1 introduced a depufation to
the Minister for Transport on this particular
issue during his recent visit to Toowoomba,
I pointed out to him that when the Com-
missioner for Railways was in that city
shortly before to discuss other matters asso-
ciated with railway administration, he
pointed out to the deputation that waited
upon him that there was a considerable
amount of congestion at the various railway
depots, which gave him cause for consider-
able anxiety, I pointed out to the Minister
that if that congestion continued it would
be better to relieve it by the construction
of the link between Cooyar and Tarong
rather than duplicate the North Coast line
from Theebine Junction south to a point
where the line is at present a double one.
I submit, in all seriousness, that rather than
incur the cost of duplicating more of the
North Coast line from Theebine south it
would be far better to spend the money in
the primary producing districts to which I
have referred. The total length of the pro-
posed link is 24 miles and the cost would not
exceed £300,000, which I believe is a gener-
ous estimate.

The construction of the Kyogle line has
been rather a disadvantage to the producers
on the Darling Downs, As an additional
reason for the construction of the Cooyar-
Tarong link, I should like to point out that
its comnstruction would enable the primary
producers on the Downs to offset some of
the disadvantages that followed the opening
of the Kyogle line. I ask the Minister for
Transport, the Cabinet, and the Treasurer,
to give some consideration to my suggestion
when they are considering ways and means
of spending loan funds to the best advantage.

One pleasing feature of the results of the
recent general elections is that many of
the new members sitting on the Government
side of the House represent farming districts.
That in itself reflects the greatest credit and
honour on the individuals concerned. It is
also evidence that the farmers are couscious
of the great benefit our legislation has been
to their industries. We have a Labour mem-
ber for Warwick, which is practically a farm-
ing district; a Labour representative for
Mirani; a Labour representative for Carnar-
von; and a Labour representative for East
Toowoomba, a constituency in which many
men are engaged in agricultural pursuits.
This confirms my oft-repeated statement that
the farmers of the State approve of Labour’s
policy as applied to their industry; they
have manifested that approval by sending
representatives into this Parliament to sup-
port the Government.

I was very interested in the remarks of
the hon. member for Fassifern, the only
new representative on the Opposition benches.
I compliment him on his very excellent
speech. It lacked that hostility to the Govern-
ment that is so marked in the spceches of
hon, members with whom he sits. He gave
credit to the Government not only for their
legislative enactments dealing with primary
industries but also for their sympathetic
administration of those measures.

Hon. members will remember that when
the Primary Producers’ Organisation Bill
was introduced in this Assembly in 1922
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hon. members opposite displayved a great
amount of hostility against it.

Mr. Epwarps: That is not true.

Mr. LLEWELYN: Hon. member after
hon. member rose from his seat opposite
and stated that he agreed with the Bill,
but almost without exception suggested that
it should be altered in Committee,

Mr. NiuMo: Nineteen alterations were
made.

Mr. LLEWELYN: The desire of Labour
Governments up to that period to legislate
for the improvement of the lot of the farmer
was manifested in measures such as the
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Acts,
which was responsible for a- greater return
to the sugar grower for his cane; the Agri-
cultural Bank Acts, which enabled farmers
to secure advances for the purchase of stock
and the construction of silos; and the repeal
of the guarantee sections of the Railways
Act, which relieved the farmers of responsi-
bilities approximating £250,000

Mr. WaLker: Every hon. member in the
House supported that measure with the excep.
tion of Mr. A. J, Jones, the then hon.
member for Maryborough.

Mr. LLEWELYN: My point is that it
was a Labour Government that repcaled
them, hecause they recognised they were
unfair in their incidence. I intend to quote
from some of the speeches delivered during
the debate on the Primary Producers’
Organisation Bill. I quote first from the
speech delivered by Mr. G. P. Barnes, the
ex-hon. member for Warwick, to be found
at page 294 of ¢ Hansard,” Vol. 137, for
1922. He said—

“It is not a matter of accepting a
proposal like this with a grain of salt.
So far as I am concerned, in view of
the purpose of the Bill and the inclusion
of the various industries in the Staie
into one great big union, I shall urge
every man on the land to pass it out,
because it is an unwise procedure; it
is going back on all the fundamentals
of our life, and it is a staggering blow
to any man who has at heart the very
best interests of this country.

¢ The Premier: What dangers do you
foresee ?

“Mr. G. P. Bapyes: If T were to put
it in my own terms, I would say that if
the purpose is carried out, it is a kind
of tone-down Sovietism. I know it is
quite bloodless in its way, buf still it is
revolutionary in an extreme, and cer-
tainly it is moving in the direction of
the objective of the party or they would
not be so quiet about 1t, and they would
not have given it their blessing, hecause,
whatever we may say or feel regarding
the Labour TParty, I believe that, as a
rule, they are a body of sincere men.
They may delude and they may help
to deceive the people, but they are carry-
ing out a purpose within them, and are
actuated by sincere desire.”

A little further on in his speech the Pre-
mier interjected—
“ Do you say that the Country Party
are supporting a system of Sovietism?”
and Mr. Barnes went on to say—

“It is for them to say. I am speak-
ing as I feel. They evidently see some
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good in this, but I think that every
member of that party who has spoken
has said, in effect, that, although he
may accept it in a degree, yet it is
only in a degree, and with the latent
hope that the Government may see their
way to accept amendments. Of course,
there is good in everything if you can
only trace it; but there is a mighty
lot of evil in this thing—so much ecvil

that it should never have been intro-
duced mto an Assembly of English
people.”’

That was the viewpoint of Mr. Barnes, the
ex-member for Warwick, a man who was
interested in farming pursuits and who
represented farmers in this House. My
reason for quoting it is because the hon.
member for IFassifern praised this and other
Labour Governments for their vision in
assisting the primary industries, and said
there were certain new members who repre-
sented farming constituencies who, Instead
of being here on the Government side of
the Housa should be there in opposition.
After he had spoken I thought it would not
have taken much to persuade him to sit
here and not there,

It was pleasing to me to read the refer-
ence in the Governor’s Speech to health
and education. It is stated that four rail-
way travelling schools were recommissioned
at the begmnlng of 1935 for the purpose of
giving instruction to children in the distant
parts of the State. Two new dental cars
have been commissioned in order to ensure
an adequate dental service for children resid-
ing away from the large centres of popula-
tion.

I wish to express my appreciation of the
action of the Government in establishing
free dental clinies for the benefit of the
poorer section of the community. Last year
the Government announced that they would
provide certain dental clinics in centres out-
side Brisbane similar to that in Brisbane.
The Toowoomba Hospital Board accepted
the offer of the Government, and the build-
ing has been constructed, and I am happy
to state that next Saturday it will be opened
to the public. The Government are finding
the necessary cquipment for the first twelve
months at a cost of £520. When one con-
siders the great value of regular dental
attention in maintaining the good health
of the community one must be appreciative
of the work of the Government in this
regard.

I should like to quote the opinion of an
expert on dental matters, Sir William
Wilcox, expressed at the medical congress
that commenced in Melbourne yesteldav
That noted authority had the following to
say on the subject of dental sepsis and its
relation to focal infection :—

“Dental infection was one of the com-
monest causes of disease generally. Any
person who carried focal infection in
his teeth must always be in a state of
insecurity since at some time onc or
more of many diseases might develop.
There was need for care of the teeth
and the prevention of dental sepsis not
only in children of sclool age and in
adults, but in young children of pre-
school age as well.”

The facts I have quoted show that the
present Government have regard to the
physical wellbeing of the community at
large and are endeavouring to provide the
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necessary facilities away from the metro-
polis.  Such a policy must be of great
advantage to the people.

Diphtheria immunisation is the subject
with which I shall conclude my speech. Hon.
members should be happy in knowing that
the incidence of this dread disease, the
cause of so much anguish and suffering in
domestic life, is rapidly on the decline. Our
heartfelt thanks go to the discoverer of the
serum used in diphtheria immunisation.
With any object of our thanks in this
respect we must associate the Government
for their enthusiasm and great help to the
medical men of Queensland in their efforts
to stamp out the dread disease or minimise
its dangers, I hope that with the co-ordina-
tion of the health matters of the State under
the administration of a Department of
Health, greater efforts will be made. They
cannot hut prove of great value to all con-
cerned. In conclusion, I trust the Govern-
ment wijl continue with their great work of
providing for the economic welfare of the
workers and the physical wellbeing of the
people as a whole.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) [12.45 p.m.]:
At the outset, Mr. Speaker, I desire to
express my congratulations to yourself and
the Chairman of Committecs on your
re-election to your respective offices, and also
my appreciation of all that His Excellency
the Governor is doing in the interests of
this State. During his extensive journeyings
through the State he has taken a very keen
interest in everything. I feel sure that on
his return overseas at the completion of
his term in Queensland he will prove of
immeasurable benefit to the State. He will
do everything in his power to assist Queens-
land.

I have listened with great interest to the
speeches of hon. members during the debate.
Unfortunately some hon. members, even
some new to the House, seem to have a per-
sonal grudge against members on this side.
That is rather regrettable, especially when
one remembers the difficulties of the present
day. Of course there are other hon. mem-
bers, some also new to the House, who
have a different point of view. For instance,
I was very much struck with the address
deiivered by the hon. member for Cook. The
hon. member displayed no ill-feeling and
offered no undue criticism of his opponents.
He put his case simply in the interests of
the section of the country he represents, no
doubt realising that although he has seen
{it to join the Labour Party and enter this
Parliament as a representative of that party,
he does not forget that the country districts
arc in great difficulties, and he appreciated
the responsibility that rested on him of
deciding what he should advocate in the
interests of -his country electorate.

Another speech that afforded me much
food for thought was that delivered by the
hon. member for Normanhy. As always. he
honestly and sincerely put before this House
his views of the position reached in Queens-
land. He stated in plain language how
closely we were approaching the position of
the soviets in Russia. e made the definite
statement that private enterprise had failed.
If that be so there is only one conclusion
at which we can arrive, that is, that the
Government intend to take over control of
private industry—the policy set out in the
platform of the Labour Party in bygone
days. The hon. member expresses his
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opinion sincerely and conscientiously, and
the position requires analysing. After all,
has private enterprise failed? If it has,
to what extent and why ? That is the import-
ant question for us to comsider at the
present time. We could follow many side
issues. We could, for instance, talk about
public works for the purpose of employing
labour, but we have to decide—and I think
very definitely, too—whether the Govern-
ment are to be the big employer of the
Qtate or whether private enterprise is to be
given the opportunity and the assistance
that is so desirable to allow them to carry
out that function.

Mr. Fowey: They have had those oppor-
tunijties for over 100 years.

Mr. EDWARDS: Have they had those
opportunities during the last few years?

The SEcrRETARY #OR MinNes: Yes,

Mr. EDWARDS: I say they have not.

Mr. Kixg: Loan expenditure gives them
that.

Mr. EDWARDS: If a cart were outside
loaded with stones and we saw the driver
trying to make the horse pull the load and
the horse failed to do it, and the driver
was about to heap further stones on the
cart, what should we say?

The SECRETARY rOR MinEs: Put on another
horse ! (Laughter).

Mr. EDWARDS: Exactly. Not put on
another stone, but give the horse the oppor-
tunity of being able to do something. The
Government are not giving that opportunity
in the State of Queensland to-day. They
are not assisting the horse that is frying to
pull the load; they are doing nothing of the
sort. They are heaping burdens of taxation
and otherwise, direct and indirect, on the
people who are producing and devcloping,
to such an extent that they cannot pull
the load. It is impossible for them to get
another horse to assist; and it is impossible
for them to employ the labour we desire
to see employed, That is our difliculty
to-day, and here lies the crux of the whole
argument. We can bring in as many side
issues as we like, but we shall not get out
of our difficulties until we right the position
in connection with the development of the
State so that these people can become
employers. On the other hand, as the
member for Normanby suggested, have the
Government decided definitely that within
a few years they must take over industry,
become dictators, and be the one big
employer? Are they going to be the only
employer of any 1mportance within the
State? 1 think that the position should
be analysed from every viewpoint to see
if the producers of this wonderful State
are not being asked to carry so big a burden
that it is impossible for them to continue
to employ labour and develop the State anc
increase its wealth. I believe the position
is becoming dangerous. It is quite true,
as was remarked the other day by the hon.
member for West Moreton, that during the
last season the primary producers were In
difficulties because they could not get the
labour they desired. Men were camped in
considerable numbers in sheds on the show
grounds and at other places about the
towns, and the farmers went and offered
them 10s. a day and food and they would
not go out to work.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

Did you say
“a day’ or “a week?”



Address in Reply.

Mr. EDWARDS: I said “day,” and I
want to make that clear. They offered
them 10s. a day and their food to go out
and harvest hay or assist to get lucerne
into stacks—and that is an asset to the
State as well as to the farmer—and on
several occasions to my knowledge those
men refused to go out to work.

The Government know by their own
experience in regard to putting boys out
on the land that they invariably come
back to Brisbane, because conditions are
made so good in the large centres in com-
parison to the country that we are gradu-
ally drawing people from the country dis-
tricts, while those who do remain there
direct their energies to an opportunity to
get away and come to the large centres of
population. The whole policy in relation
to this all-important question calls for
immediate alteration, and I believe that it
is not too late to bring about that very
desirable change, one that will enable the
primary producers and private enterprise
generally to offer the maximum amount ot
employment to our people. It is unfor-
tunate that there is so much discussion about
the question of unemployment. The Govern-
ment must know, I am sure that the Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry must know,
that to-day considerable numbers of men
throughout the State are systematically
receiving assistance from the Government
that they do not deserve, and unless a firmer
administrative hand is used the people in
the country will not be able to obtain that
measure of employment that is their due.
I have had conmsiderable experience in this
matter. Only last year some men visited
my farm to inquire about work that I was
offering. Some accepted the work, and
proved themselves to be very efficient. One
man in particular, who agreed to accept a
job of chipping peanuts, remained with me
for five months, whilst his companion, who
visited my place on the same occasion,
absolutely rcfused to accept the work, and
I suppose returned to the police station to
obtain rations. It is most unfair to the
people who are contributing the relief tax
that an individual should decline to accept
work when it is offered to him.

Mr. Forgy: What were you offering?

Mr. EDWARDS : Quite sufficient to enable
a man to earn a reasonable livelihood.

Mr. Forgy:

. Mr. EDWARDS: That matters not. The
tmportant fact is that one man accepted
the work, continued in employment for five
months, and is still in the district and highly
respected. I might inform the hon. member
that another young man has been with my
boys and myself for the past six years
Surely sufficient evidence that we pay a fair
and rcasonable wage! It is necessary fo
make even greater endeavours to attract the
people from the large centres of ponulation
to the country, where they may engage in
primary production. It has been contended
by hon. members opposite that the unem-
ployment relief schemes have boen conducted
and the proceeds of the unemployment relief
fund have been expended in the development
of the State, but I cannot agree with that
contention. The unemployment relief tax
is contributed by the whole of the people
of Queensland, in some cases under extreme
difficulty, but despite that fact the CQovern-
ment have decided to abolish intermittent

How much was that?
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relief schemes except in the large centres of
population. No fair-minded man could
approve of that arrangement. It is entirely
unfair, And whilst on the subject of the
unemployment relief tax, I express the hope
that when the Secretary for Labour and
Industry introduces his Bill to reduce the
unemployment relief tax he will take the
opportunity to remove many of the anomalies
that exist. There are many people, particu-
larly in country districts—perhaps in the city,
too, although not to the same extent as in the
country—who are endeavouring to pay relief
tax on an income they may never actually
receive. I can illustrate my point in this
way: A man with a family of small children
in receipt of a certain income is called upon
to pay unemployment relief tax based upon
his gross income and in addition to main-
taining his children throughout the year
has to meet expenses for doctors, chemists,
dentists, etc. For relief tax purposes, he is
allowed no concessional deduction in respect
of these items, which is altogether unfair. I
appeal to the Minister to give serlous con-
sideration to that aspect of this question, and
I also urge him to approve of the adoption
of a statutory exemption of £250 in the case
of primary producers. The financial position
of the primary producers has become so
burdensome that the Commissioner of Taxes
is compelled to collect the unemployment
relief tax at the factories by deducting small
amounts from cream cheques from month .
month. No Government should tolerate such
a state of affairs in a prolific State like
Queensland. The Government must legislate
and administer in such a manner that
primary industries will be encouraged to
develop and extend their operations. By
this means the wealth of the nation will be
increased. The country districts must receive
more favourable consideration than they are
getting at the present time as compared with
the larger centres. Boiled down, the position
is that the primary producer, whether ho be
an agriculturist or pastoralist, has no definite
assurance as to what return he will receive
from his product to keep his wife and family
and develop his holding. For instance,
immediately the dairyman’s cream arrives
at the butter factory it is handled by
employees who always know what wages they
will receive. In fact, every operation in a
butter factory is classified and provision
made in the industrial award as to the
amount of remuneration each employee shall
receive. When the butter is manufactured
it 1s transported to the distributing centres
by the railways, the employees concerned
again working under award rates. Immedi-
ately the man in the forest wields an axe
or handles a saw to cut down a trec for
the manufacture of butter boxes he knows
what he will receive for his work. Likewise
with the employee of the engineering firm
manufacturing the nails used in butter boxes.
But the producer’s wages are governed by
the fluctuations of the market. Organised
marketing assists the producer, but it does
not accomplish all that is desired. Although
the Government may from time to time
assist various primary industries by subsidies,
there is no soundness in that method. The
producer has to contend with climatic condi
tions as well as with pests—and Government
inspectors can be included within the latter
category.

These are some facts illustrating why the
producer is in his present difficulty and is
unable to give employment to the workers.

Mr. Edwards.]
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If the conditions of the man on the land
were improved then thousands of sons of
primary producers would remain on the land
instead of drifting to the larger centres to
seek employment in more remunerative
avenues, including the public service. This
posmon cannot continue. What I have said
is true of the industry not only in Australia
but also elsewhere, The hardships of the
producer must be faced and overcome. The
old pioneer and his successors have attempted
in vain to overcome the difficulties caused
by droughts, pests, and the vagaries of
markets.

Never in the history of this or any other
State in Australia were they hampered #o
the extent they are at the present time. The
primary producer pays the tarviff that is
imposed upon the machinery he uses or on
any other article he purchases for the pur-
pose of developing his property. The assist-
ance rendered by the Agricultural Bank to
the primary producer has been made neces-
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matter should be thoroughly explored with
a view to eliminating the present unsatis-
factory state of affairs. The position will
not be remedied by carrying out public
works for the purpose of absorbing the
unemployed. I am not arguing that we
should not carry out public works that are
necessary in the interests of the security of
the State; I refer to many of those pablic
works that are embarked on merely for the
purpose of employing men. Tt is our duty
to pursue a policy that will result in per-
manent improvement. There is only one way
in which that can be achieved, and that
is to give private enterprise a fair and
reasonable opportunity to recover; that can
be done by removing taxation and reducing
overhead costs by a cut in railway freights.
That policy would not only result in improv-
ing the conditions of the people on the land
but also have the effect of attracting people
to the land again.

sary by the imposition of conditions that wThe following table of ﬁg_'u.res indicates
have becn prejudicial to his interests, In  the very unsatisfactory condition that has
my opinion the time has arrived when this  been reached in this country:—
Wealth Production and Cost of Government.
Queensland. | 1914-15. 1924-25. 1932-33.
I £ s d. £ s d. £ s.d.
‘Wealth production, per head i b6 4 9 80 9 7 49 12 0
Cost of Government (Commonwealth btate, and Local), per headi 1514 6 32 4 4 32 5 7
h
Leaving for all other activities of the community, per head.. ‘ 40 10 3 48 5 3 17 6 5
I am prepared to admit that those low  These industries were establishesd during

figures have something to do with the falling
of prices; but, unfortunately, they show that
the State and Commonwealth are absorbing
the resources that would malke it possible for
these people to expand. It is time the ques-
tion was thoroughly explored and more suit-
able methods adopted of dealing with it,

Hon. members sitting behind the Govern-
ment, when speaking on unemployment,
appeared to get carried away. It is natural
to be imbued with the idea that since there
are unemployed work must be found—work
under any conditions, But would it not he
better to consider the matter very carefully
indeed and ascertain whether the employ-
ment given will prove continmous? Would
it not be better to discover whether such
employment will continue to absorb our
unemployed instead of being a temporary
expedient? I hold, and every hon. member
must agree with me, that the wealth of the
State is produced in the country districts.
That being so, why is not greater considera-
tion given to this aspeet of the problem
than has so far been the case? There is an
institution controlled by the Government for
the purpose of assisting primary producers,
particularly in the ecarly stages of their
settlement. I refer to the Agricultural
Bank, but it cannot be denied that at the
present time it is just as difficult to obtain
money from that bank az from any other
financial institution. My contention is that
the policy of the Agricultural Bank is
entirely wrong and that were it to be placed
on the basis that private control would
adopt numerous difficulties would be over-
come. In this rcspect my argument is
backed by certain information regarding
new industries obtained quite recently from
the Secretary for Agriculture and Stock.

[Mr. Edwards.

recent years, The argument I advanced
should be of great assistance to many public
men who are continually asserting that
machinery has displaced so many thousands
of workers and resulted in their being thrown
on the scrap-heap of unemploymeni, Cer-
tainly, the truth of their ssatement may be
admitted to a certain point, but it is very
hard to doubt that in Queensland at any
rate there has been some attempt to offset
that position. It is versy doubtful whether
it can be proved that the percentage of
unemployment has been increased very con-
siderably by the installation of modern
machinery. In Queensland the position
could be met by establishing some other
industry on a successful basis and there
finding scope for those thrown into unem-
ployment owing to the introduction of
machinery. To my mind these great
numbers thrown out of employment by
machinery are a myth. I directed to the
Seeretary for Agriculture a cuestion deal-
ing with three industries established in the
State during the past few vears. These
industries have not so far had a successful
run because of dry seasoms, overhead costs,
and many other difficulties with which they
have had to contend. The question and
answer are—
““1, What is  approximately  the
average annual valuc of (a) cotton, (b)

peanuts, and (¢) tobacco produced in
Queensland ?”
“The SECRETARY TOR - AGRICULTURE

(Hon. ¥. W. Buleock,

“1. (a) Cotton.~The average annual
value over three recent years, including
value of by-products and Federal bonus,
approximately £320,370. (b) Pea,nuts.——
Average annual value over three recent

Barcoo) repli
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vears  approximately — £71,256, {e)
Tobacco.—Average annual value over
recent  three years approximately

£135,000.”

I am just now in receipt of information
from the general manager of the Queensland
Cotton Board, which I greatly appreciate.
He has forwarded figures that ave very
interesting and show how this new industry
is expanding in the State. The following
figures show the value of the crop for the
vears shown :—

£

1928 266,115
1929 180,411
1930 393,852
1631 326,053
1932 (drought year) 144,112
1933 335,308
1934 ... 481,699
1935 (estimated—season not

quite finished) 480,000

Mr. Forey: Did he give you for each of
those years the price per lb. of cotton?

My, EDWARDS: No, he did not.
endeavonring to point cut that here is an
illustration of what I have been sayi The
point is that it is from these refurns thag
the farmer has to create improvements and
employ men to assist him in doing i1t. At
every stage. from the planting of the seed
to the pulling of the cotion, all the way
down to the ginnery, throughout the manu-
facture of bv-products such as ¢il, men must
be employed. Almo:t as soon as one crop is
cleaned up another is coming on. To my
mind here is the wav out of our difficulty.
In 1934 there was 570 growers of peanuts
and in 1935 there were 600. In 1934 the
crop realised £118.397, and in 1935 it vealised
approximately £150,000. Here is an illus-
tration of what we could do if the proper
stance were given to these industries—
and not only to these, for there are thousands
of tons of imports coming from the other
States of Australia and overseas that we
could grow quite successfully within the
boundaries of our cwn State, if the proper
conditions were set out and the proper prac-
tical knowledge obtained and disscrninated
so that the people in these imdustries may
use it. Theory is all right in books, and it is
all right when setting the crop out in plots,
but when it comes to meeting climatic con-
ditions during the growing of the crop it
iz a different matter altogether. Therefore,
the best practical knowledge that it 1s
possible to obtain should be obtained in the
cstablishment of these new industries,

Mr. Forey: Plus the best price for the
product.

Mr. EDWARDS: There lies difficulty
again. If vou harp on that sort of thing,
vou must get Into difficulties.

My, Forry I know the cotton grower was
getting 5d. under the Seullin Government,
zind he is only getting 3d. now.

Mr. EDWARDS: The Moore Government
assisted them. to the extent of £30.000. and

1 am

that practically saved many of them. Here
iz one of our difficulties. If we use the argu-
ment that the hon. member is usi no

an argument of one Covernment against
cnother. what can we achicve? The Com-
monwealth Government can do nothing that
will suit this Government, no matter what
it may be. Surely it is wrong in a Com-
monweslth like this to take up that attitude !

1935—m
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Surely it is only fair that all the State
CGiovernments should help the Commonwealth
and the Commonwealth should help the
States !

Mr. Forey: Why did they interfers with
the method that was in operation?

My. EDWARDS: The hon, member can
go and ask them if he has the time. I want
to know why he wants to put the Russian
systemn into effect in Queensland.

Before I conclude I want to make a few
remarks on a subject in which I am well
versed, one that was mentioned by the hon.
member for Toowoomba, that of a railway
link betwecen Tarong and Cooyar. This
question has been brought before the House
for very many vears, and unfortunately there
i a division of opinion as to where the
link should be. The Royal Commission on
Public Works were sent out, and presented
their report on the 7th July, 1916. They

‘decided that the best route to take would

be to connect the Downs by a link between
Boonenne and Bell. They discarded the link
between Tarong and Cooyar and agreed that
it was necessary to build a second link
between Nanange and Yarraman; the latter
was agreed to by Parliament on 30th Octo-
ber, 1918.

Mr., LLEWELYN :
{0 the Downs.

AMr. EDWARDS: DPerhaps the one from
Beil would, I am not arguing which would
be the hest link. It will be very difficult
for the Government to decide upon a course
of action until the people concerned are
of one mind on the matter. I suggest to the
Minister for Transport that he cause a
re-survey to be made immediately of the
whole railway problem in its application
to the Southern Burnett, Darling Downs,
and Brisbane Valley districts, because, as
the hon. member for Toowoomba has pointed
out, considerable sums of money are being
expended upon the main North Coast line
to cnable it to cope with the ever-increasing
trafic. 1 am informed by railway officials
that it is extremely difficult to carry the
present heavy burden of railway traffic
over the existing North Coast line, and in
view of this circumstance it is highly impera-
tive that there should be an outlet for this
traffic from the Southern Burnett through
the Brisbane Valley to DBrisbane and the
Darling Downs. The construction of a rail-
wav link as suggested would connect two
wonderful primary producing distriets. It is
unfair and unjust to the primary producers
that they should be called upon to convey
their produce over 60 odd miles of railway,
which would be absolutely unnecessary if the
suggested links were constructed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon, mem-
ber has oxhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

My, HAYES (Nundal) [2.26 pm.J: I
desire to join in congratulating you, Mr.
Speaker, upon your being unanimously
re-elected to the position of Speaker in thiz
House. I am satisfied that your impartiality
in the administration of the Stsnding Orders
of this Ilouse and yeur capable conduct
of its affairs during your occupancy of your
exalted position during the past three years
has won for wou the unanimous approbation
and respect of hon. members.

1 desire also to congratulate the hon.
member for Buranda upon the confidence

Mr. Hayes.]

That would be no benefit
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again reposed in him by hon. members in
re-electing him unanimously to the position
of Chairman of Committees.

I desire, too, to congratulate the two new
members who have had the honour of mov-
ing and seconding the Address in Reply,
the hon. member for Mirani and the hon.
member for Sandgate. I congratulate them
not only because of the excellence of their
maiden specches but also because they suc-
ceeded in displacing two Nationalist mem-
bers who were, perhaps, regarded by the
Opposition as stars in the Nationalist firma-
ment, Judging from the speeches delivered
by those hon. members I have no doubt
that their political opponents in their respec-
tive electorates have been removed from this
Chamber for ever.

I listened with great attention to the
speech delivered by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, hoping to hear proposals of a ‘eon-
structive nature—which, of course, hon. mem-
bers on this side are at all times entitled
to  expect. Queensland, in common with
the other States of the Commonwealth and
the rest of the world, has had to enduve
a very severe depression, occasioned in the
first place by the outbreak and the after-
math of a terrible war, involving a young
country like Australia in a cost amounting
to £800,000,000. Such an expenditure by a
young country must have serious repercus-
sions, and it 1s the duty of any Government
to offset the consequential difficulties, whether
due to misadventure or otherwise. As a
result of the war, Queensland, in common
with Australia, was bereft of its very life-
blood, and the duty was cast upon our
legislators to sce that a new system was
designed to take the place of one that had
proved to be totally inadequate. Labear
has advocated monctary reform on every
occasion when an appeal has been made .0
the people. TIts representatives have argued
that the system bhas failed and a change
is necessary to meet the ever-recurring pro-
blems facing Governments. The Federal
Labour Party will have another opportunity
at the next Federal elections of pressing
their claims in this direction.

It is pleasing to me, as it is to the Govern-
ment, that the T.abour legislation and
administration of the past three years found
favour with such a large percentage of the
people.  They evidently realised that the
Government did everything that was pos-
sible to amecliorate the conditions of the
people by placing them back in employment.
As onc hon. member remarked, the workers
in this Staie were suffering mainly from a
man-made depression, which was largely con-
tributed to by our predecessors, the Moore
Government. " The Leader of the Opposition
said the lhon. members on this side had
taken credit for everything that had hap-
pened in Quecnsland, and in particular for
the increased prices of wool and gold. It
would be ridiculous to take all the credit for
these increases, but this can be said of the
previous Labour Administration, that the
people regarded them as legisiating not only
for the industrialists but also the pastoralists
and farmers generally. That is reflected in
the fact that more representatives of farming
constituencics occupy seats on the Govern-
ment benches than on the Opposition
benches, where it is claimed the friends of
the farimers are to be found. The position
was left to the people to decide and rthey
are the best judges. They showed very
definitely on 11th May last that they believed

[Mr. Hayes.
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the Government were assisting to rehabili-
tate Queensland, and Y helieve the Govern-
ment will not let the people down. Hon.
members know that on many occasions when
the wool industry has been passing through
a period of adversity the Government have
been sympathetic and granted what assist-
ance lay in their power. Proof of that is
to Dbe found in the legislative proposals
mentioned in the Governor’s Specch. There
is indication there that further assistance
will be afforded the industry during this
Parliament.

The hon. member for Hamilton set out to
prove that the Moore Government had
adopted a policy that had had a beneficial
effect on the goldmining industry and led to
increased gold production. His claim was
that towards the end of their threc-year term
£10.000 or £15,000 had been made available
to the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Com-
pany to enable it to recommence operations.
Labour has adopted other methods to assist
in the vevival of mining. They, perhaps,
made such arrangements, but 1t was the
Labour Government that found the neces-
saty money and have coutinued to assist
the industry since. It has granted assist-
ance to prospectors and made grants for the
purchase of machinery, including batteries.
This method was largely responsible for the
increasc in the gold yield by 1,500 per cent.
The gold yield in 1930 was valued at only
£33,224, but in 1934 it had increased to
£490.490. The Government had also afforded
assistance for the recovery of otlrer minerals,

The underlying motive of the Government
was the finding of more work for the unem-
ployed. 1t has always been the policy of
Labour that work must be found for the
people. Let us go back to the position as
Labour found it in 1932.

Hon. members will recollect the conditions
that obtained in this State when Labour
again took office. During the previous
three years the Moore Government, which
had obtained power as a result of promises
made to the people that they did not carry
out, failed to grapple with the problems of
the people, apparently considering that a
handful of ecapitalists were the only ones
who were in need of assistance, The Leader
of the Opposition has stated that this State
was in the throes of depression from 1928.
We are prepared to grant the conditions
that obtained then; the fact remains that
it was the job of the Government to find
a way out of the impasse. The people of
Queensland found that their elected repre-
sentatives were not capable of doing so,
and it was not until 1932, when Labour
was again returned to power, that conditions
began to improve. The decision reached
at the first Premiers’ Conference attended
by the Premier after the 1932 elections was
tho turning point, not only for Queensland,
but also for the other States of the Com-
monwealth.

The Leader of the Opposition remarked
that hon. members sitting behind the
Government claimed credit for eversthing
that has happened. I say very definitely that
the Labour Government are entitled to
100 per cent. of the credit for the progress
that has been made during their term in
office. Hon. members opposite are well
aware of what occurred when the present
Leader of the Opposition attended the meet-
ings of the Loan Council as Premier of this
State. He was one of the astute leaders



Address in Reply,

who said that Queensland did not want
moncy.  Apparently it did not matter
whether the people in this State were in
work or not! When the present Premier
attended the meeting of the Loan Council,
after the return of the Labour Government,
he was successful in an impromptu speech
in  persuading the conference—although
they had their minds made up previously,
and spoke from typed speeches—that it was
necessary to provide work and wages for
our people in order to get us out of the
morass.

The ILeader of the Opposition has also
remarked that the reduction of wages caused
increased employment  in Queensland
whereas, although in New South Wales the
1oductlon was less than in Queensland, the
increase in employment was greater in that

State. I cannot understand why such a
statement as that should be made, because
it has no foundation in reason, and can be

easily knocked over. During the last
election campaign our Tory opponents again
attempted to gull the people by election
dope similar to that used in 1929, such as
the promise of “ £2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs.”’

He further stated, “We will not, Iengthon
hours, neither will we reduce wages.” Unem-
Movmem must increase when hours of labour
arc increased. Did it not mean that the
extension of working hours would result in
one workman in twelve being taken from
industry ?  Certainly it did. He procecded
to that if the opportunity were his
1"41'1 “and under similar conditions he would
do tho self-samne thing. I hope that the
people of this wonderful State will remember
those words of the Leader of the Opposition.
if they do, neither he nor the remnant of
his party will appear, in Opposition, in the
next Parliament. ITa\mo neither the ability
to discover the solution of the problem nor
effect a change, no suggestion cams flom
the hon. member at the Premiers Con-
ference other than that Queensland did not
require the money that was offered. In his
opinion Queensland did not want it. and
could get along without it. It made no
difference to our opponents how many of
our people would remain idle so long as
the friends of the Opposition pariy were
doing well financially,

s

The job of governing to-day is to proceed
further along the road of progress than has
been traversed so far. Labour administra-
tion in (Queensland during the past three
years has been vesponsible for successfully
placing in full-time employment no fewer
than 31,000 individuals.  But that is not
sufficient for the present Government! They
are looking for some further means of com-
bating unemplovnxent and finding jobs for
Queensland citizens, irrespective of their
political opinions; an opportunity is being
afforded to the Prime Minister of the Com.
monwealth to carry into effect a principle
to which Australia pledged herself at the
International Labour Conference at Geneva
during the present year, the introduction
of a forty-hour working week. The time is
opportunc; it must not be delayed. Any
action taken by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment towards that end will be welcomed by
every State of Australia—of this I am cer-
tain, People frequently speak of the present
as a machine age. Inventive genius has been
responsibie for the introduction of many
instruments and implements uscful in the
manufacture of numberless articles. This
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has certainly resulted in the throwing on
to the unemployment market vast numbers
of manual workers. However, the question
to be discussed is not whether we shall
put back the hands of the clock, We must
find another way of overcoming our difficul-
ties. This condition of affairs exists not only
in the manufacturing industries. Take the
drapery emporiums in Brisbane. One need
only throw one’s mind back a decade to
remember that the windows of these estab-
lishments were in alignment with the foot-
path. What has happened?  Although in
manv instances property carries a valuation

£ £1,000 & foot such business organisations
(an still afford to leave spaces between their
windows and have what are known as island
windows. These silent salesmen alone are
responsible for throwing out of employment
a certain numbep of employees.

Goods were once sold from behind wooden
counters.  These were considered obsolete
and glass showcases replaced them, with
further showcases also displaying goods and
showing their prices. Where science has
been apphed to industry it has been respon-
sible for the reduction of the number of
people formerly in fulltime work, and that
is so even in drapery houses. A way of
overcoming these obstacles must be found,
and the only way that I can see is the
introduction of a shorter working week. I
hope the time when that will be achieved
is not far distant; its coming should be
hastened; it is %(\methmg that all Govern.
ments =hould welcome. At the conference
at Geneva of world representatives a motion
was carried by seventy-nine against thirty
in favour of the shorter working week, so
that when we establish it we merely embrace
the opinion of the whole wide world. XNor
would it be a new step, because there are
countries where a 40-hour week is operating
to-day. Should the move come when the
present Federal Government at last become
seized of their responsibility and realise that
they have been elected to do something in
the interests of the people of Australia, I
trust that the reduction of hours will not
bring about any interference with the rate
of wage now obtaining. It has been said
that if we worked fewer hours we should
not be in a position to compete with manu-
facturers in other parts of the world. If
we were to take notice of the arguments
used by members of the Opposition we
should have people working as they did
when the hours were increased from forty-
four to forty-eight—we should have people
working those hours and perhaps even longer
at, the rate of about 1s. 2d. per day, as thev
do in Japan.

Mr. RussgLL: Wake up!
Mr. HAYES: The Opposition need to
wako up or their numbers will be further

depleted. The introduction of a 40-hour
V\Cel\ would be responsible for placing more
people in full-time employment. That in
turn would mecan that reductions could be
made in taxation generally, for a greater
number of people would he carrving thaf
taxation, So long as we have so many thou
sands of people Sstill unemployved our chief
duty is to find them full-time employment
Whilst in agreement with the lessening of
the relief tax, I say that we must not be
unmindful of those of our people who need
all the assistance that a humane Govern-
ment can give them. That assistance will,
I am sure, continue to be given to them.

Mr. Hayes.]
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1 am pleased to note the increase given to
men engaged on intermittent relief work
and to gee that the Government have endeav-
oured to bring about some alleviation of
their suffcnng:. The introduction of a
shorter working week and the better use of
the monecy that is now taken in from taxa-
tion-—with a simultaneous lessening of taxa-
tion ou the individual—would be an advan-
tage to the State and the nation. That is
a contvbuhon that is to be expected from
people who are prepared to give of their
very best in the interests of civilisation.

Mr. BELL (Stanley) [2.54 p.m.]: At the
outset I desire to tender my congratulations
to you, Mr. Speaker, and to the hon. mem-
ber for Buranda upon being unanimously
re-clected to the positions of Speaker and
Chairman of Committees respectively in this
House. That you have so conducted the
affairs of this House as to merit the unani-
mous support of hon. members reflects very
great credit indeed upon you both.

I very much regret that the Speech
delivered by His E\cellencv did not contain
measures calculated to be far more effective
in the interests of Queensland generally.
Looking through the Bills forecast in that
Speech one cannot feel that important con-
structive proposals are to be submitted, or
look forward with any great dewree of
confidence to the future of Queonsland under
the administration of the present Govern-
ment,  There are certainly two or three
Bills that will be welcomed by the primary
producers, but I hope that when the Bills
relating to the relief tax, the improvement
of stock routes, and land tax are introduced,
they will be so drafted as also to meet the
wishes of the primary producers. The hon.
member for Nundah claimed thaet the Labour
Government were the friends of the pastoral-
ists and the primary producers generally, I
trust that when these measures are before
the IHouse hon. members opposite will con-
sider them in the light of their importance
to the industrics concerned and to the com-
munity generally, and that they will not
give an “Bndue measure of support to what
may be regarded as the oxtreme elemens
of the Government Party, who would act to
the detriment of those industries.

This is the sccond occasion on which I
have been elected to this Parliament. During
the last Parliament I was not very much
impressed with the time-worn tacties of hon.
ranbeh opposite of attackmg the Leader
of the Opposition and his party, accusing
them of formulating what has almost been
termed the Moore-made Plan. I feel that
the time has arrived when we should consider
matters of State from a broader we“pomt
than that adopted by hon. members opposite.
The hon. member for Nundah practically
accused the Leader of the Opposition and
his party of being responsible for all the
{ho?df.h things that have happencd.

Air. Warers: Ilear, hear!

Mr. BELL: That remark reflects very little
intelligence ou the hon. member. If he will
cast his mind back to the time when the
Premiers” Plan was formulated, and if he
has any reasonableness in his make-up at all,
he will admic that that plan was adepted
by Australia as a whole because it was inevi-
table. Tfe will also discover that it was
approved by three Labour Premiers, thrcc
Nationalist Promiers, and one Labour Prime
Minister, which, in other words, means that

[ Hr. Hayes.
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the plan that the present Leader of the
Opposition is accused of formulating of his
own volition was really brought into being
by four Labour reprcsontativcs. He will also
realise that the then Federal Prime Minister,
Mr. Scullin, warned the people of Australia
that if the plan were not accepted Australia
would be compelled to default, because at
that time she was able to meet her indebted-
ness only to the extent of 12s. in the £1.
It is very potty in the extreme to accuse
the TLeader of the Opposition of being
rexponsible for all the political ills that
besct the country during his term of office,
but as I stated last session—and T now repeat
it—the Leader of the Opposition and his
party would rather Comc back to this House
with diminished numbers, having told the
people the truth than mislead them in the
hope of regaining the Treasury benches.

Mr. GrepgoN: You cannot suggest that
we misted the people.

Mr. BELL: I do not know what the
hon. member for Ipswich would call mis-
leading, but I would remind him that four
(Government members visited the Stanley
electorate during the election campaign and
threw out all sorts of baits—baits that
I would be ashamed to dangle before any
constituency. Let me now pass to the unem-
plovmem question. I recognise that the sub-
ject has been worn threadbare, but locking at
the matter broadly one must appreciate the
utterances of the Leader of the Opposition
and the hon. members for West Moreton and
Cunningham. The most important ques
tion we have to solve is the getting of our
men and youths back to work, even though
they may wish to accept something less
than the basic wage.

Mr. Warters: You believe in a reduction
of wages?

Mr. SPEAXER: Order!

fr. BELL: It is all very well for the
hon. member to interject. He came up and
addressed the electors of Stanley during the
election campaign. Fle told the primary
producers—what they did not believe—of
the concessions his Government gave them.
After all, when one talks of concessions, it
all comes back %o the same old pocket, and
that is the primary producer’s. It is the
primary producers who are creating the
wealth of the country, and that is something
of which any one of them may well be
proud.

The hon. member for Sandgate rveferred to
what he termed the tragedy of youth, but
he did not state how he would overcome
the difficulty. All sorts of restrictions are
imposed on privats enterprise to prevent
the empioyment of youths.

Mr. Warers: Give us a few indications.

Mr. BELL: I will tell the hon. member
how the employment of youths is restricted
under the award goveraing the pastoral
industry. The irony of the v»hole position
is that one is debarred from employing two
or three more vouths if he desires. Yet
the hon. membsr for Sandgate refers to the
tragedy of youth!

Mr. GrepsoN: How many boys did you
find work for during your term of office?

Mr. BELL: I did not have any term of
office, but more youths were placed on cattle
ctatlonb during the Moore Government’s term
of office than in the last three years. The
following clause in the award governing the
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industry will enable the hon.
member for Kelvin Grove to zee how
cmployers are debarred from ‘employing
youths in this industry—

“ Not more than one youth (or, in the
alternative, one Jackeroo) shall be
employed to every three employees
receiving not less than the minimum
rate for station hands: Provided that
every cmplover may employ one routh,
or, in the alternaiive, one jackerco.”

That condition regulates the employment
of vouths according to the nuinber of adults
engaged. You, My, Speaker, are aware
that there are many jobs on shations that
can be cerried out just ax well by a youth
as an adult. If we desire to solve the unem-
ployment problem we shall require to take
a wider view and deal with it in a more
constructive way than at the present time.

Mr., WaTERs: Why not disgorge a little
more proiit and employ a few more youths?

Mr, BELL: I have always realised that
the bigger the drum the more noise it makes.
(Laughter.) Private enterprise has been
accused by Government members of falling
down on its job, but when the position is
scrutinised closely one must admit that great
credit is reflected on private enterprise
for having survived the attacks made on it
during the administration of the last twenty
vears in Queensland. The wool and cattle
indu%try, as well as other primary produc-
ing industries, have been attacked and
taxed to such an extent that to-day hon.
members opposite who represent industrial
constituencies are awaking to the position
of these industries and are seeking to improve
their lot. The time has arrived when private
enterprise should receive the encouragement
it deserves. For that reason alone, relief
from taxation should be given to such an
extent that private industry would be
encouraged to absorb some of the unem-
ploved

Mr. Warers : Give us your idea.

BRELL: I know the hon. member for
Kclvm Grove advocates Government control
of private entelpnse I would remind the
hon. member that some years ago Labour
members in this House said they were going
to make the wool and beef barons squeal,
and the Government established State enter-
prises. The Premier at that time stated
he would make the beef barons squeal, and
he certainly did to this extent, that as a
result of the actions of the Government at
that time the primary producers of this
State had to make good a total deficit of
£1,994,302, which rvepresents the loss on
State stations. In addition, the State
butcher shops resulted in a loss of £31,410.
The capital invested in State enterprises
and the net loss on them

pastoral

was £5,110,728,
was £4,447,216. To-day we find hon,
members sitting behind the Government

asking that some little consideration be
given to the pastoral and wool industry.

I have a few suggestions to offer from
the graziers’ point of view with regard to
some of the Bills forecast in the Governor’s
Speech., Before the Bills are introduced I
hope the Government will take into their
confidence the representatives of that industry
with the object of arriving at seme equit-
able basis whereby the futare of the industry
will be assured. The Income Tax Acts
Amendment Bill that, I hope, will be
brought forward dealing with the carrying
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forward of losses will be a very important
one, and I hope that when it comes before
the House the Government will not only
allow the carrying forward of losses, but
will also make the provision 1et1ospect1ve
A very big proportion of the people engaged
in the pastor&l industry are to-day heavily
involved financiallz, and unless the provision
is made retrospective it will not be of any
assistance to many who are in urgent need
of it. Many of those men who are in a
difficult position to-day have given the best
years of their lives in endeay ouring to
establish themselves in the industry, and
their success would not only be of advantage
to themselves but also for the welfare of
the whole of Quecnsland. These people
have not been able to enjoy the conditions
that obtain in Brisbane, and owing to the

conditions under Whlch they have been
working, are carrying very heavy financial
1esponq1b111txob Lnleas assistance  and

encouragement are given to these mon, the
wool industry of Queensland will sink into
a parlous condition. 1 will quote figures

of one case showing the actual losses
incurred, which should give hon. members
opposite ample food for thought:—
£
Year ending Loss
June 6th, 1930 12,046
June 6th, 1931 6,336
June 6th, 1932 6,215
June 6th, 1933 2,903
June 6th, 1934 1,619
Total loss ..£29,119

For the year 1835, with an assumed profit of
£9,000 his State income tax would be calcu-
lated on that amount, less £5,000 loss carried
forward—£1,000 a year loss for each of the
five years. He then would be assessed on
£4,000, his tax amounting to £765. His
unemployment relief tax would be £450. In
all he would have to pay in taxation £1,215,
If in 1936 ke again made a profit of ;89 000,
the following would be the figures : —

£

Income tax 3,136
Unemployed relief tax ... 450
£3,586

For the seven vears, although the taxpayer’s
operations resulted in a loss of £11,117, he
has to pay £4,801 under the heading of State
taxation. That 1is the position 1n which
men in the pastoral industry find themseclves,
No one knows better than you, Mr. Speaker,
the position pastoralists are in, and I trust
you will, so far as you are able, dece the
Government to assist the pastoralists in this
very important matter.  All they ask is
that they be taxed by the State under the
same terms and conditions as by the Com-
monwealth. The Land Settlement Advisory
Board in this 1espect made a recommenda-
tion, which, under the present circumstances,
should be given effect to by the Government.

The second item of importance to the
industry is the abolition of the State land
tax. This is a tax upon capital. During
the last few years the glazmg industry has
been taxed upon whatever has been derived
from the land, which also atiracts State land
tax. The matter has been debated at length
in this House, and I hope that under the
circumstances the Government will seriously
consider the necessity for its abolition.

My, Bell.]
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All we ask in connection with railway
freights is that they be commensurate with
the industrs’s ability to pay. During the
pre-war years froights were very much Jower
than at present. Unfortunately the present
schedule of rates was framed six to seven
years ago at a time when the pastoral indus-
try was in a flourishing condition. They
have never been reduced to the extent pre-
sent conditions warranted. As hon, members
well know, cattle and shecp during the past
few years have not even paid the cost of

production. During the pre-war period the
sheep freights were lower by—
Per
cent.
200 miles ... Lo 9
300 miles ... ... 86
400 miles ... ... 85
500 miles ... .. 718

The {freights are 39 per cent. higher now
than in thc pre-war times. Catme freights
are in the same category, the increases there,
however, being less. The Government should
give very seLious consideration to this matter
with a view to helping to restore the wool
and meat industries to what they should be.
Then there is another thing—the abolition of
the sales tax.

It was very interesting to hear the hon.
member for Cairns making a suggestion
the other day as to what should be done for
the preservation of the natural grasses in
Western Queensiand., It is a very important
question. Until some action is taken (ueens-
land will not progress very. far in the con-
servation of grasses. Some hope should be
held out to the man on the land that he
will be in a better position at the end of
his term than at the commencement. TUnder
the present conditions many pastoralists
endeavour to take as much as they possibly
can from the land as quickly as nosable
realising that it does not pay to improve
their properties over a serles of years.
because if they so highly develop them and
they sell to advantage they will be heavily
taxed. Whatever hon. members on the
Government benches may think, we must
give to the owner of the land some encoutr-
agement to do something towards preserving
the natural conditions of his countryv. He
should be put in such a position that he
will realise that by conserving the natural
grasses on his property he will be able to sell
out at the end of his term at an advantage.
Thus he will not only be doing himself a
very great benefit but will also prove of value
to the State.

For the reason that the hon. member for
Dalby has pointed out, I feel that the pas-
toral industry should not be singled out to
carry a bigger burden than is just.

As to the Blackall-Charleville Railway, I
am not going to assert, as did the hon.
member for Enoggera, that I know every
inch of the land from Blackall to the border
—that remark goes to show what wild state-
ments are made by hon. members opposite—
but I feel that I should state my belief in
the importance of this line. The distance from
Blackall to Charleville is 160 miles, Yet to
get from one place to the other by rail sheep
have to travel in the vicinity of 1 000 miles.
During drought periods that is a very seri-
ous problem. When you pay the ireight
from your property, and pay to get them
back, the value of the sheep has disappeared
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in railway charges. There is another angle:
from which we have to look at this question,
and that is the increase in value of sheep in
Central Queensland. It is estimated by
people in the industry to be 2s. 6d. a head
during drought periods. Further north it
would amount to 5s. We could, perhaps,
construct a railway into the cattle areas
and build up the important chilled beef
industry. It 1s necessary that we should
make every endeavour to hold our position
in that industry in Great Britain and else-
where,.

Mr. FoLey:
that line?

What would it cost to build

Mr. EDwARDS: According to estimates,

something under £1,000,000.

Mr. Nmumo: Less than the Kangaroo
Point Bridge.
Mr. BELL: It would pay handsomely.

Even if it did not you would be creating
an asset for the State instead of putting
up a white elephant like the Kangaroo Point
Bridge. Coming back to the chilled beef
business, we have to recognise that you may
have drought in North Queensland and at
the same time more prosperous and favour-
able conditions in Southern Queensland and
New South Wales, North Queensland wili
continue to be the great breeding centre
for our cattle. If you can move those cattle
by such a railwayr, at about eighteen months
or two yvears, to where the grasses will fatten
them for the export trade, you are going to
make a big difference in holding the chilled
neat business. I hope that for those reasons
alone that railway will receive very careful
consideration from members of the Govern-
ment,.

The question of living areas is a very big
one. Additional areas have been allotted in
the past because the original holdings were
%unev(‘d when the good times and the wool
industry was failing, but the time has arrived
when fhe Government should consider the
advisability of giving in the vicinity of 50,000
acres as the maximum rather than 30,000 acres
as at present. There, again, we have owners
trying to get too much out of too small an
area during the time they hold it, and over-
stocking causes trouble m a drought more
quickly than anything else.

Mr. O’Krere: What area do rou suggest?

Mr. BELL: Anything up to 50,000 acres.

Mr. BeprorD: That would become two
living areas with a return to the old prices
of wool,

Mr. BELL: So much the better. It does
net matter where the wool comes from so
long as 1t 1s an asset to this State.

My, BeprorD: There are people continually
clamouring for land.

Mr. BELL: You have the hallot to keep
a certain number off the land. If you put
too many on the land they cannot make &
living from it. The time has arrived when
we should view these matters in a more
statesmanlike way than we have. As a
small boy living in New South Wales I
always regarded Western Queensland as
being the rich man’s country, but during
the wool boom, when prices soared and the
sale of wool was a simple matter, the
Government seemed to adopt the mistaken
idea that woolgrowers could secure a profit-
able return from small arcas. You, Mr.
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Speaker, know perfectly well that unless a
man Is in a strong financial position and
is given a very generous area of land he has
little prospect of making good in the western
parts of the State.

T also suggest to the Government that
they give greater consideration to the
methods adopted in arriving at the carrying
capacity of our cattle and sheep country, the
areas of which were probably assessed in the
past witliout any regard to the cost of
dexelopmeat and fluctuations of beef and
wool prices.

Speaking in this House last Thursday the
Premicr accused the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and other members on this side of the
House of continually indulging in a tirade
of abusc against the Government, involving
the use plmmpallv of half-truths. Such a
statement ill-becomes the hon. gentleman.
I have always told the people from the plat-
form that the Leader of the Opposition
would prefer to remain in Opposition than
attempt to mislead the people into giving
him their political patronage. I feel very
strongly when these false accusations are
made against the Leader of the Opposition,
because they are also aimed at the members
of this party.

I wish to deal particularly with the
abattoir strike, which extended over a
period of approximately thirty days. What
did the Government do? They merely
looked on, content to hand over the control
of the cattle industry to Mr. Carney. The
Premier took great credit unto himself
when he said that the strike was settled
and the men returned to work on exactly
the same conditions ag those on which they
were employed when they ceased operations.
He also seemed to take credit to himself
for the fact that during the strike the meat
requirements of this city and the Southern
States were adequately met. No credit is
due to the Government for either achieve-
ment. The whole credit is due to the pri-
mary producers and their sons and to the
master butchers of this city for the excellent
way in which they determined that the
people of this city and the Southern States
should receive their meat requirements. It
is all very well to try to cloud the issue; the
Premier should at least have told the people
that hundreds of pounds were lost as a
result of the strike by primary producers
who were precluded from forwarding their
fat stock to market for thirty days. Sheep
and cattle were driven about the country
awaiting the termination of the strike, they
lost considerably in condition and eventu-
ally had to be sold for whatever price could
be realised. The attitude of the Premier
towards the abattoir strike reflects very
little credit upon him or the members of
hig party.

Mr. O’ KEEFE:
done?

Mr. BELL: At any rate, had I been a
member of the Government, I would have
govelned I would not have given way to
a union official in a manner which the hon.
member apparently approves. People who
are elected as the representatives of the
community generally, charged with the
responsibility of carrying out the duties of
government, should at Jeast stand up to their
responalblhty, but with the Labour Govern-
ment, whenever the Labour platform is in
Jeopaxdv the community can whistle for the
protection that is definitely due to them. On

What would you hawry
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every occasion that a strike of this sort has
taken place we find that private enterprise
and the people of Queensland have been
the chief sufferers, I hope the time is
approaching when the Government will
realise the necessity of showing a firmmer hand
to prevent the dislocation of industry.

The charge has been hurled at the Leader
of the Opposition that during his term of
office he did something that was unjustified
in order to overcome a strike. He did, how-
ever, govern. Notwithstanding the assertion
of the Premier, it is certalnly a relief to
know that even the hon. gentleman realises
that our leader possesses the ability to fill
the position of leader and general of this
State. I am certain that when the full facts
are known to the people they will welcome
back the hon. member for Aubigny as the
general directing the affairs of this country
and this Parliament. I hope that the days
of strikes are passing but that, if they do
occur, the Government will shoulder their
responsibilities and face the situation in a
manner in which any Government charged
with the administration of a great State
like Queensland should meet it.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): 1
adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

Resumption of debate made an Order of
the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 3.32 p.m.

move the





