
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

MONDAY, 26 AUGUST 1935 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



QUEENSLAND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 

FIRST SESSION OB' 'J:'HE '.I'"WEN'J:'Y-SBJVENT'H 
P ARLIANLIGN'J:' 

Al'POINTED TO MEET 

AT BRISBANE ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY OF AUGUST, IN THE T\YBNTY-S1XTH YEAR 
01!' THE REIGN OF HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE V., IN THE YJ!;AR OF Ol:R LORD 1935. 

MONDAY, 26 AUGUST, 1935. 

OPENI:\'G OF P.ARLIAMEKT. 

Pursuant to the proclamation by His 
Excellency the Governor, dated 1st August, 
1935, appointing Parliament to meet this 
day for the despatch of business, the House 
met at 12 o'clock noon in the LegislatiYe 
Assembly Chamber. 

The Clerk of the Parliament read the 
proclamation. 

COMMISSION TO OPE.N P ARLIAl\IEKT. 

The Clerk acquainted the House that His 
Exc2llency the GoYerror, not being <tble eon­
yeniently to be present in person this day, 
had been pleased to ea use a commissinn to 
be issued under the public seal of the State, 
appointing the Hon. vviilliam Forgan Smith, 
the Hon. Percy Pease, and the l-Ion. 
JYiaurice Patrick Hynes Commissioners m 
order to the opening and holding of the 
present session of Parliament. 

The Commissioners so appointed having 
taken their places upon the dais, and the 
Clerk having read the Con1rnis;;:ion, 

The SENIOR C0l\B1ISSIONER (Hon. 
\V. Forgan Smith, Jlackay) said: Hon. 
members of the LegislatiYe Assembly, we 
hrtYO it in command from His Excellency 
the Governor to lot you know that, as soon 
rrs the members of the Legislative Assembly 
haYe been sworn, the causes of this Parlia­
ment being called together will be declared 
to you; and, it being ncce:. ary that a 
Speaker of the LegislatiYe Assembly be first 
chosen, it is His Excellency's pleasure that 
you proceed to the election of one of your 
number to be your Speaker, and that you 
present such person eo chosen to His Excel­
lency the GoYernor at such time and place 
as His Excellency shall appoint. 

The Premier thereupon produced a com­
mission under the public seal of the State, 
empowering him, the Hon. Percy Pease, and 
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the Hon. l\fauricc Patrick Hynes, or auy ono 
or more of them, to administer to ali or any 
members or member of the House the oath 
or afiirmation of allegiance to His ::Vlajesty 
the King, which commission was then read 
to the House by the Clerk. 

HETURN OF WRITS. 

The Clerk informed the House that the 
writs for the various electoral districts had 
been returned to him severally endorsed as 
follow:-

Albort-Thomas Flood Plunkett. 
.Aubigny-Arthur Edward Moorc. 
Barcoo-Frank vVilliam Bulcock. 
Baroona-\Villiam Povyor. 
Bowon-Charles Collins. 
Bremer-Frank Arthur Cooper. 
Brisbane-Rob"rt Funnel!. 
Bulimba-\Villiam .John Copley. 
Bundaberg-Bernard l\1cLcan. 
Buranda-Edwa.rd Joscph IIa!Json. 
Cairns-.John O'Keefe. 
Carnarvon-Paul J cron1e RcDligius 

Hilt on. 
Carpentaria-J olm Mull an. 
Charters Towers-\Villiam .John ',\-elling· 

ton. 
Cook-Harold Henry Collins. 
Cooroora-IIarrv Frederick \Yallcer. 
Cunningham-\Villiam Arthur Deacon. 
Dalby-Godfrey ::\1organ. 
East Toowoomba-James DaYid Kallc. 
T<:noggera-George Cuthbert T"1ylor. 
Fassifern-Adol£ Gustav Muller. 
Fitzrov-.J ames Cl ark. 
Fortit~1de Vallcy-Samuel Jo:_n Bras .. 

sington. 
Grcgory-George Pollock. 
Gympie-Thomas Dunstan. 
Hamilton-Hugh ::\1cDiarmid Ru" .... JL 
Herbert-Percy Pease. 
Ipswich-David Alexander GlLcLl,on. 
Isis-William Alfred Brand. 
Ithaoa-Ed,Yard Michael Hanlon. 
Kelvin GroYe-Franois John \Y't•:·r 
Kcnnedy-Cecil George .J esson. 
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Keppel-Owen Daniel. 
Kurilpa-Patrick Kerry Coplcy. 
Logan-John Innes Brown. 
:'.Iackay-William Forgan Smith. 
).Iaranoa-Chades \Villiam Conrov. 
:\l<\ree-\'\'illiam Thomas King. · 
::'.1ar0·horough-James Stopford. 
:vienhyr-Jamec; Patricl< Kcogh. 
::\Iirani-Edward ,John \Nalsh. 
~Inndingburra-J ohn Dash. 
::\IulTumba-Gcorgc Francis Reuben 

::\icklin. 
::-.1 anango-J ames Braid wood Edwards. 
:'onnanby-Thomas Andrew Foley. 
Sunclah-John Vincent Hayes. 
Oxlcv-Thomas ::\immo. 
Port. Curtis-Thomas Lewis \Villiams. 
Rockhan1pton--J arnes Larcombo. 
Sandgate-Roland \Yilliam Hislop. 
South Brisbane-'linccnt Clair Gair. 
Staniey-Hoy Mackenzie Bell. 
The Tableland-Henry Adam Bruce. 
Tc:o>.Yong-Jan1es Franci~ ::\laxwell. 
Tom,.oomba-Evan John Llewelyn. 
TmYnsYille-}Iaurice Patrick Hynes. 
\Yarrc.'-'o-Randolph Betlford. 
\Ynrwick-John Joseph O'Connor Healy. 
IYbt :liorcton-Edmund Bode :Maher. 
\\'ide Bcy-Erncst Henry Collet Clayton. 
Windsor-Hcrbert Williams. 
\Y ~nu1un1-J ohn Durton Donnelly. 

}fE.;I.1BERS S\YORN. 

The Commi"ioners, who, with the Hon. 
Frank Arthur Cooper, Hon. John Dash, and 
Hon. Echnll'd ='>Iichael Han]on, other mem­
bers of rho J\linistry, had been sworn in 
before His Excellency the Governor on the 
22nd August, 1935, and snbscribcd the roll, 
then administered the oath or affirmation 
of to the following other mem-
bers. thereupon also subscribed the 
~:oll:-

Bedford, Esquire. 
Bell, Esquire. 

Alfred Brand. Esquire. 
S•n1ucl John Brassington, Esquire. 
,John IIU1C 7, Drown, E~quire. 

Adarrr Bruce, Esquire~ 
1'\ \Yillian1 Buleock, F-3quirc. 
JanH'S Clark, Esquire. 
Charles Collins, }~squire. 
IIu.rold IIenry CoJlins, E~quire. 
C!1a1·~cs \Villianr Conroy, Esquire. 
~)?(t-r1ck l(orry Copley, E~qu1re. 
\YilEa1n .John Coploy, Esquire. 
"\Yilliarn Arthur Deacon. Esquire. 
J c~ll1 Bnrton Donnclly, E::quire. 
Tho~1-:a3 Dunstan, Esquire. 
,J al11es Braid,Yood Edwards, Esquire. 
Thomas Andrcw Folcy, Esquire. 
Robc,,t Funnoll, Esquire. 
Yinccnt Clair Gair. Esquire. 
DnYid Alexander Gledson, Esquire. 
Efly,·ard I--Ianson, Esquire . 
.J oh E I-I ayes) Esquire. 
,John .To.scph O'Connor Healy, Esquire. 
Panl J eron1e Rcmigius I--Iilton, E~quire. 
Roland William Hislop, Esquire. 
Cecil Georgo .._Tesson) Esquire, 
"'Ja~JH'~ DaYid I(a.ne, Esquire. 
J ?_DE's Patrick I(eogh, E;;:qu:irc. 
\Yolliam Thomas King. Esquire, 
~Ja1nes Larcombe, E~quire. 

Evan John Llewclyn, Esquire. 
James Francis J\:laxwell, Esquire. 
Bernard jJ;lcLean, Esquire. 
) .. rthur Edward Moore, Esquire. 
Godfrey M01·gan, Esquire. 
John Mullan, Esquire. 
Ado]£ Gustav Muller, Esquire. 
Goorge Francis Reuben Nicklin, Esqu.ire 
Thomas Nimmo, Esquire. 
John O'Keefe, Esquire. 
Georgo Pollock, Esquire. 
vVilliam Power, Esquire. 
Hugh McDiarmid Russell, Esquire. 
J ames Stopford, Esquire. 
Ge01·ge Cuthbert Taylor, Esqniro, 
Edward John \Yalsh, Esquire. 
Francis John \Vators, Esquire. 
William John Wellington, Esquire. 
Herbort Williams. Esquire. 
Thomas Lewis \Villiams, Esquire. 

ELECTIO~ OF SPEAKER. 

1\Ir. DUNS TAN (Gyrnpie) [12.24 p.m.]: 
Mr. Dickson, I haYe Yery much pleasure in 
n1oving-

" That the hon. member for Grogory, 
Mr. George Pollock, do take the chair 
of the House as Speaker." 

GOYERN)!EXT ::YlE)fBERS: Hear, hea.r ! 

Mr. DUNSTA~: We, the members of this 
House, rDceive our appointment at the hands 
of the electors, and we in turn are charged 
with the duty of appointing one of our 
number to administer the Standing Orders 
and to maintain that decorum in debate 
that we, as members of the Legislature, 
should observe but from which we are some­
times apt to depart. In this House the 
Speaker has s1wrcme authority. He has 
power to translate the observations of 
" Niay" into oracles of "must." It is his 
duty to conduct the p1·oceedings in this 
House in a manner that will add to its 
prestige. That is nee~' ssary1 as it is the 
highest in,titution of the State. The 
Speaker is a gentleman who is clothed with 
suprc1no po\Ycrs. It js therefore necessary 
to elect to that high office ono who is firm 
without being harsh and impartial without 
being feeble, and who at all times is able 
to conduct proceedings in this Chamber in 
a manner that will add to its prestige among 
the people. Hon. members receive prefer­
ment at the hands of the electors because 
of some distinguished personal ability. but 
ths hon. member chosen for the high office 
of Speaker must have some special out· 
standing ability. Ho must possess a full 
knowledge of the Standing Orders; he must 
be jealous oi the constitutional rights of 
hon. members--

Ho;-.;ovnABLE MEMBERS: H0ar, hear! 

Mr. DUNSTA~: And he must be able to 
exercise that tact and discretion in the con­
duct of social functions which at all times 
have distinguished this building and its 
precincts. I believe that in Mr. Pollock we 
have a gentleman who has these special 
qualifications. As an hon. member and a 
Sneaker he has had long. experience. For 
o.;;er twentv vears he has been a member of 
this Aesembly. For practically five years he 
was Chairman of Committees. Since 1932 he 
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has been Speaker. He has served the elec­
tors of his constituency in this House for a 
continuous period of over twenty years. On 
no fewer than five occasions he has been 
returned by them unopposed ; in fact, he has 
met with no opposition in his constituency 
since 1923. During his service in this House 
as Speaker and as a private member he has 
given and taken directions from the Chair. 
Ho possesses that judgment, experience, and 
ability that enable me confidently to submit 
his nomination to the wisdom and Yotes of 
hon. members. 

GovERX:IIEKT ::\IIE~lBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [12.28 p.m.]: l 
desire to second the nomination of the hon. 
member for Gregory for the high and dis­
tinguished office of Speaker. ::Vlany people, 
not only in Au·tralia, but also in other parts 
of the world, at ti1:1es do not look upon 
Par1iamP 1lt with any great arnount of 
rospect. That opinjon is larg('ly the result 
of the behaviour of members of Pilrliallwnt. 
Yet I can say fron1 a. fairly long Pxpcricnco 
of proce0dings in thi::;: House that hen. nlClll~ 
bcrl'l ha\'e always endeaYourcd to carrv out 
their duties in ·a "·av that would com~ncnd 
thorn to the general 1;ublic. and hnxc inYari­
ably shown that respect duo from ono hon. 
member to another; that, in fact, they havo 
conducted themselYes decorouslv. In addi­
tion, they have always respected the rulings 
of the official who for the time being- hitS 
occupied the chair. The Queensland Parlia­
ment has been in existence for something 
like seventy-five :n~ar:". During that timo 
there have been seventeen Speakers, and it 
has been necessary for only one Specdwr to 
resign from that high position because he 
considered he was not accorded the respect 
clue to the high office he hdd. Such a pro· 
reading will not be necessary under the 
Spenkcrship of l\fr. Pollock, who. I am 
>atisfied. will conduct the business of the 
House in such a wav that he ,,-ill earn the 
respect, not only of 'hon. members, but also 
of the people of Queensland. It gives nw 
much pleasure, therefore, to second his 
nomination. 

HoNO-uRABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregoryt) [12.31 p.m.]: 
Hon. members. it is with a deep sense of 
appreciation of the honour that it is pro­
posed to confer upon me that I now submit 
myself to the will of the House. 

IIoNOt:RABLE ME}!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SPEAKER was escorted to the chair 
bv the mover and seconder of the motion, 
ai1d, speaking fro1n tbo dais. said: Hon. 
members, I have to thank you for having 
again elected me to the high and honourable 
position of Spceakcr of this IJ ousf'. I hope 
your confidence will not be misplaced. 

HONO"UR.\BLE :i\;lDIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
Jla.ckay) [12.32 p.m.]: :Nir. Speaker, I desire 
to take this opportunity to congratulate you 
'Jl1 again being elected as Speaker of this 
Parliament. Those \Yho haYe followed the 
debates and other proceedings of this 
Assembly during the period :you have filled 
the office of its Speaker must realise quite 

definitely that you have a thorough know­
ledge of the Standing Orders, and that you 
afford every hon. member an opportunity 
to state his case. 

Mr. MooRE: I hope that will be so. 

The PREMIER : The Leader of the 
Opposition interjects that he hopes that will 
be so; the hon. gentleman knows perfectly 
well that it has always been so. I tender 
you my hearty congratulations, :Mr. Speaker, 
and feel sure you will discharge your duties 
with credit to yourself and with honour to 
Parliament. 

HOC{Ol'RABLE ME~IBERS: Hear, hear: 

Mr. l\IOORE (elubigny) [12.33 p.m.]: Mr. 
Speaker, on behalf of the Opposition I de3ire 
to congratulate you on your election to the 
high and dignifit'd office of Spcak('r of this 
As~cn1bly. I rccogni~e you haYo a uifiicult 
position to fill; tbo re:;;ponsibility of :;;.eeing 
that the bu;;~ncs . .:; of thjs I-Iou~c is cal':·i~.:d 01 1.t 
\Yith dignit.v, fairues_>. and dccorutn i~ in 
vour hands. In the life of the prc,.•nt Par­
iiamont it vcill prolmblv be a little• mor<' 
difficult for vou t l1an it has b0en in t l"':· past, 
becau~e. although the Oppo·,ition art: ~Inall 
in nurnbers, ihc pl'otcction of th"•ir Tights 
and privileges still reposes in your hands; 
vou have still tlw task of seeing, rrs the 
Premier j\1St remarked. that everv hon. 
member has the opportunity to expr(os hi>. 
opinion. 

The PRE;II!Fll : Th" more you speak the 
better I like it! (Laughter.) , 

Mr. iiiOORE: know that you. :VIr. 
Spc ,'' kcr. of your O\Vll accord, would have no 
wish to curtail the free expression of 
opinions, but it is just possible that there 
m a v be a tendencv on the part of the 
Pr~micr or his :;\Iini;ters to curtail the state­
ment of the views of hon. members on this 
sido of the Chamber. I again congt·atulate 
you, Mr. Speaker, and assure you that tho 
Opposition will a~sist you in every \Yay 
possible io carry out your duties in Parlia­
ment. 

HoxOt:ll.\BLE :'\iE,IBERS: Hear, hear: 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (D·!IIJ.'Ii [12.34 
p.111.]: l\1r. Speaker, I desire to announce 
my intention to sit in this House in future 
as a member of the Queensland C.JUntry 
Party. I offer my congratulatiom to :-·ou 
on your re-election as Speaker of thi3 Par­
liament, for I fpd snre that you \\'ill in the 
future discharge the duties pertaining- to 
that high office in the s:une impartial uwnncr 
as you have done in the past. 

2Yir. SPEAKER: I have to thad' those 
hon. mcn1bers \Yho haYe been so kind as to 
congratulate me upon my re·elccticn to the 
chair. I wish, too, to thank hon. members 
on both sides of the House for this "'·iclence 
of their renc\Yecl confidence in me a.' their 
Speaker. It shall be my endeayour to en~urc 
that that confidence is not betra.-ecl. During 
the last Parliament hon. membe1·' on both 
sides of the House co-operated \Yi th 1110 in 
every possible way to ensure that thr• pro­
ceedings of this Chamber were conducted 
\Yith proper order and decorun1. I run .::::ttis­
fied that no Speaker. however rarne t he 
1nay be, can secure dignity, dccorLuu. and 

Hon. G. Pollock.] 
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obsen a nee of the Standing Orders in debate 
unlees he has that co-operation from all 
members. I am quite sure that the hon. 
members who comprise the present Parlia­
ment will bo just as anxious to give me that 
assistance as were members of the last Par­
liament. I believe all of us can so act, 
especially in our conduct within the walls 
of this House, that people will be able to 
retain confidence in our form of representa­
tive government. That is of the utmost 
importance to-clay, having regard to the rise 
of the dictatorships of the modern world. 
If we can make it evident to the public­
and I believe \ve can if we trv-that we 
assemble here from day to day f~r the pur­
pose of making laws for the benefit of the 
whole of the community and that we sub­
merge our personal interC'sts and instincts 
in \Yorking for the common weal, then we 
shall terminate our period with satisfaction 
to our individual consciences and to the 
State. 

I thank hon. members for their kindness 
in again electing me to the chair, and I 
hope I shall not prove unworthy of their 
trust. 

Hoxoc-RABLE :YlniBERS : Hear, hear! 

l'RESE:'\L'iTIOX OF l\IR. SPEAKER. 
The PRE:;i1IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

Mackay) [12.37 p.m.]: I desire to inform hon. 
members that His Excellency the Governor 
will receiYe l,1r. Speaker and sueh other 
hon. members as care to accompany him at 
GoYernment Home at 10 o'clock to-morrow 
n1orning. I hope hon. mmnbers will take 
the opportunity of accompanying JYir. 
Speaker. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

Ti1c PRE:\IIER: I beg to move-
'· That the House, at its rising, do 

nljourn until 9.30 a.m. to-morrow." 

Qnc:;tiou put and passed. 

TLe Home adjourned at 12.38 p.m. 




