
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, 28 NOVEMBER 1934 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



1780 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 28 NOVEJ'JIBER, 1934. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

CosT OF SALARY AND \VAGES INCREASES, STATE 
EMPLOYEES. 

:'>1r. MAXWELL (Toowong) asked the 
Premier-

" 1. What is the estimated cost of the 
incr9asc in '·alaries and wages to Govern­
ment employees granted by the court­
(a) per annum; (b) in 1934-35? 

"2. What is the estimated cost of the 
automatic increases in 1933-34 and 
1934-35 respectively? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiack'ly) replied-

" 1. (a) £237,000; (b) £177,750. 
" 2. In 1933-34, £70,0C·J; in 1934-35, 

£75,000." 

EXA'\liNATION FOR JI.1EAT INSPECTORS. 

Mr. SPARKES (Dalby) asked the Secre­
tary for Agriculture-

" 1. How many persons sat for the 
rf·Cent Bxamination for the position of 
meat inspector? How many passed? 

" 2. Is it a fact that the requirement 
for a pass is an aggregate number of 
m~rks in the three sections of the exam:i­
na~iol_l-viz., stock, slaughtering, and 
danymg? 

" 3. Is it also a fact that one entrant 
for this examination failed to secur<e 
4le required aggregate, but yet was 

allowed to go for the oral examination 
at the abattoir? 

" 4. What is the name of this 
entrant? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) replied-

" 1. The examination recently held 
was for inspectors under the Diseases in 
Stock Acts, and Slaughtering Act, and 
the Dairy Produce Acts ; 125 candidates 
sat ; 22 passed. 

"2. Yes. 

"3 and 4. No candidate who failed to 
secure the required aggregate in the three 
sections of the examination was allowed 
to present himself for the State. oral 
examination which form a collSJstcnt 
part of a pass." 

PER:~IITS FOR TIN HARE RACING. 

Mr. :JL-\HER (West .tioreton) asked the 
Tr(asurer-

" 1. Have any permits. been issu_ed 
enabling mechanical coursmg (otherwiSe 
tin hare racing) to be conducted 111 

Que,•nsland? 

"2. If so. to whom h.we such permits 
been issued· and what centres authorised 
for mechanical coursing? 

"3. Is he aware of the grave abuses 
a. 'ociated with tin hare racing when 
permits were granted to conduct this 
form of dog racing in New South \Vales 
during the regime of the Lang Labour 
Government and which subsequently 
resulted in 'the appointment of a royal 
commission, whose recommendations 
were later incorporated in the New 
South \V des Gaming and Betting Act 
of 1932? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, JI arkay) replied-

" 1. No. 
" 2. See answer to X o. 1. 
"3. This is a statement, not a query.'' 

INTEREST ON S \ VINGs BANK Accou;-.;Ts OF 
ABORIGINALS, 1932-33 AND 1933-34. 

Mr. KENNY (Cookj asked the Home 
Secretary-

" In reference to the dBcision of the 
present Government that interest ~m. the 
Savings Bank a~ccmnts of .. c_bong_mals 
would J"ot be cred1ted to the1r md1udual 
account· but would be utilised by the 
Home Department, what was t~e 
amount of such interest accrued due 111 

respect of the financial years 1932-33 and 
1933-34, respectively? " 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, Ithaca) replied-

" The question is based on false 
premisPs. Intere<, is not deducted from 
aboriginal Savings Bank accounts. 
Owing, however, to the fact that the 
Moore Government took over £47,000 
from the aboriginals' provident fund f~r 
the relief of consolidated revenue, 1t 1s 
necessarv to make a charge on all abo­
riginal ~avings and earnings to help to 
provide for sick and indigent aborigi­
nals." 
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GoVERN~IENT ASSISTANCE OF BEEF CATTLE 
INDUSTRY AFTER GREAT WAR. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) without 
notice, asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

" When the slump ·in cattle values 
occurred subsequent to the Great War, 
was any assistance given to the cattle 
industry by the Queensland Govern­
ment?'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, H erbut) replied-

" Under the provisions of 'The Land 
Acts (Review of Cattle Holding Rents) 
Amendment Act of 1923,' introduced by 
a Labour Government in 1923 reduc­
tions ranging up to 66 per cent. in the 
rents of holdings used mainly for the 
depasturing of cattle were granted by 
the Land Court. 

" The duration of the period of relief 
was originally fixed at five years, and 
was made retrospective to the 30th June, 
1921. Owing to the continuation of low 
price·; for cattle, this relief measure has 
been extended from time to time and 
is still operative. ' 

" These reductions for the three suc­
cesoive five-c ear periods for which they 
have been granted total £590,741." 

ALLEGED Drs~IIPSAL OF NoN-UNIONIST RELIEF 
.WORKERS. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry-

" Has the notice of the Minister been 
drawn to a letter in this morning's 
' Courier-l\fail ' over the signature of 
' J. W. Tiffin,' in which it was stated 
intDr alia- ' 

At Coolang.'ltta on Friday, A.W.U. 
Organiser P0rrctt opened the meeting 
of rotational workers by stating, ' If 
you don't take out tickets you will 
be instantly dismissed. IIands up 
those who will take tickets '? 

Finding that the men were unanimous 
in their decision not to take tickets, 
Pen·ett dashed away for the engineer, 
Mr. Mcintvre, with whom he returned 
and instructed to dismiss the men wh~ 
again refu"ed to take out tickets.''" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber knows as well as I do the rule applicable 
to nowsr1per st.,tements that are ueed in the 
cours'c of askinr:· qu<'~tions. The hon, mem­
ber may use the Fhtements, but he must 
Youch for their accuracy. 

Mr. l\1AHER : I am prepared to vouch 
for the accuracy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! And he must 
vouch for the accuracy of the matter con­
tained therein. The hon. member knows 
that the stahments can be used only so far 
as they are required to make clear the ques­
tion that he decires to ask. 

Mr. MAHER: That is what I am endPa­
vouring to do. The question that I desire 
to a,k the Secretary for Labour and Indus­
try is-

" In view of the :Minister's statements 
at different times that rotational relief 
workers were not subject to the prder­
ence conditions and thereby not com­
pelled to join the union, will the Minis­
ter institute an inquiry into the happen-

ings at Coolangatta, and if it 1s proven 
that Organiser Perrett and Engineer 
Mclntyre have acted unlawfully, will he 
take appropriate action to protect the 
relief workers against a recurrence of 
such harsh, arbitrary, and unlawful 
actions? " 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Townsville) 
[2.36 p.m.] replied-

" I suggest the hon. member give 
notice of the question before the next 
sitting day." 

(Laughter.) 

Mr. MAHER: I submit that the question 
should be answered to-day. This is the last 
day of the presr·nt session. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! 

PAPERS. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:-

Report of the Public Service Superan­
nl\ation Board for the year 1933-34. 

Report of the Department of Harbours 
and Marine for the year 1933-34. 

Thirteenth annual report of the Com­
missioner of :"11ain Roads, being for 
the year 1933-34. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Return under section 9 of " The Mining 
Machinery Advances Act of 1906" of 
all moneys advanced or expended 
under that Act during the year 
1933-34. 

Ordinances under " The City of Brisbane 
Acts, 1924 to 1933 "-

Electric light, dated the 15th Novem­
ber, 1934. 

Streets, elated 15th Xovember, 1934. 
Regulations under "The Health Acts, 

19(10 to 1931 " entitled " The Rat 
Prevention a~1d Destruction Regula­
tions of 1934," datLd the 15th :\'ovcm­
ber, 1934. 

Orders in Council under " The Local 
Authority (Grazing Districts Im­
provement) AcL, 1930 to 1933," 
dated the 15th l'\ovember, 1934, and 
the 22nd K ovember, 1934. 

PERSONAL EXPLAN~l.TION. 

Mr. DANIEL (Keppcl) [2.38 p.m.]. by 
leave: I wish to make a personal ""plana­
tion. 'When speaking in this House on 
Thursday, 15th instant, Dn the second _read­
ing of the Jury _\et Amendment B1ll, I 
said-" I might also ""'Y that even the judge 
-I mean Mr. Justice Brennan-spoke to the 
jury during the trial on the very Tuesday­
I do not remember the exact date, but the 
day that we adjourned at 1 o'clock. He met 
the jury outside the court, and he spoke 
to them for nearly five minutes. I drew 
the attention of three witnee-~es to it at the 
time. If that is a fair thing, well, I do not 
know what justice is.'' It h:ts been reported 
in the press that on the day following my 
speech, Mr. Justice Brennan conYened a 
special civil sittings of the Supreme Court 
at Rockhampton and replied to my state­
ments. He read a statement by the jurymen 
denying the truth of what I said, and also 

Mr. Daniel.] 
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himself made a statement denying its truth 
He also said that he would send copies of 
both statements to the Attorney-General. 
Mr. Speaker, I reiterate the truth of the 
statement I made in this House and I 
wish to add that the names of the three 
:vitnesses whose attention I drew to the 
JUd!;(e privately conversing with the jury 
durmg the course of the trial are Messrs. 
W. J. Austin, J. W. Nuttall, and Mr. Evans 
(inspector of weights and measures at Rock­
ham]Jton). I also wish to add that one of 
the JUrymen, Mr. A. C. McColl, was not 
present, but the judge did speak privately 
to the other three jurymen, Messrs. \V. 
Thomson, J. E. Armstrong, and H. Ray­
ment. I can, if necessary, also produce other 
reputable witnesses who will testify to the 
truth of the statement I made in this House. 

At a later stage of the sitting, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
:Mu!lan, Fl:'nders) [3.20 p.m.]: In view of 
the statement made by the hon. member 
for Keppel, and in fairne~s to all parties 
I lay on the table of the House signed 
statements by the judge and the jury con­
cerned in the case. 

DESTRUCTION OF BALLOT PAPERS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
.1[adny): I move-

" That the House approves of the 
destruction of all ballot papers in the 
keeping of the Clerk of the Parliament, 
the period for the safe keeping of which 
has expired by law." 

Question put and passed. 

110TOR SPIRIT VENDORS ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jlac!·ay) : I move-

" That the House will, at its present 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
'The Motor Spirit Vendors Art of 1933,' 
in certain particulars." 

Question put and passed. 

INITIATION IN CO}!llriTTEE. 

(Jir. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

The PREMIER (Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith, 
Jlackay) [2.42 p.m.l: I move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to amend ' The Motor Spirit 
Vendor, Act of 1933 ' in certain par­
ti.rulars." 

The object of this Bill is to state definitely 
that the principal Act must be read subject 
to the Commonwealth of Australia Consti tu­
tion Act. The Bill also provides that the 
term " motor spirit " does not include motor 
spirit that is the subject of interstate trade, 
but includes su,ch motor spirit as is or heoxe­
after shall be part of the general mass of 
property in Qweensland that is completely 
under the power and control of the State. 
In other words, the Bill will make it d efi­
nitely clear that the principal Act does :not 
infringe the principle .of :Interstate fcree 
trade. 

[Mr. Daniel. 

Another principle in the Bill. gives certain 
exemptions to the holder of a !ICens~ granted 
under the principal Act where he rs unable 
to obtain the whole or only p~rt of the 
power alcohol necessary for admrxture pc:r­
poses. In such cases the Treasurer wrll 
issue a certificate of exemptiOn for such 
period as may be defined in the certificate. 

The definition of " to sell " is repealed, 
but in the evidentiary clause a provision is 
inserted stating what " sell " mealh. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [2.45 J?.m.J: 
Thanks to the courtesy of the Premrer rn 
giving me a copy of the Bill beforehand I 
have been able to study its contents, J:lut I 
am still in a quandary as to thB posrtron. 
The question remains unsettled whether the 
provisions of the Act can be separated from 
the effect on interstate trading. The present 
Act appeared to me to be definite. It pro­
vides-

" Subject to this Act, no. person shall 
in Queensland, either as prmcrpal or as 
agent, sell to any other person for 
delivery in Queensland any mo~or .sprrrt 
which at the time of such sale rs srtuate 
in QuBensland unless he is the holder of 
a motor spirit vendor's lrcense under 
this Act." 

That section is so definite that I cannot see 
that this amending Bill goes any further, or, 
as a matter of fact, can go any further t~an 
the words in that section imp.ly. T.\re Hrgh 
Court has not vet delivered Its mam JUdg­
ment on the present . Act, an4 I am qurte 
unable to see tha.t thrs Brll wrll _clanfy the 
position. It will s~ill be a questiOn fo:· the 
High Court to decrde h?':' far the mterstate 
selling of petrol contammg power _alcohol 
can be separated fl:om gen~ral sellmg._ I 
do not believe that if the Hrgh Court grves 
a judgment that i~ adverse to the present 
Act, the effect of mtToducmg an amendmg 
Bill to overcome thRt judgment .vvrll have 
anv effect. Presumably, if the. Hrgh qouTt 
comes t.o the conclusion and delrvers a ~udg­
ment that the principle that was establrshBd 
under the measure ici ultra vn·-:s the Com­
monwealth of Australia Conctrtutron Act, 
any effort to get round it will ~e looked 
upon as a subterfuge and will be drsallowed. 

The PRE3HER: We are not ende"'vouring 
to do that. 

Mr. MOORE : I am unable to understand 
how much further the Government can go, 
for the existing Act definitely states that .rt 
applies to spiTit in Queensland, sold m 
Queensland, and belonging to Q~eensland. 
The Bill now before the Commrttee dcH~S 
not go any further Bxcept to ·.a.y that rt 
shall be read and construed subject ~o ~he 
Commonwealth of Australia . Const1tutron 
Act. But it cannot be read m any other 
way, and the saying of that is on!:· a red.un­
dancy. Every Bill we pass must be subJed 
to the Commonwealth of Australra Co~stl­
tution Act. If it is not, it is ultra vr~es, 
and we shall not get any further by passmg 
a Bill that states that certai!1 leg~slatwn 
must be construed in conjunctiOn wrth ~he 
Commonwealth of Au,stralia Constrtutron 
Act. I presume the Pr~mier has secured 
legal ad,·ice on the questwn--

The PREMIER : There are hills bevond 
Pentland and rivers beyond Forth ! (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. 1'IOORE: That does not get me any 
further! (Renewed laughter.) I presume 
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the ad vice ha' been followed ; hence the 
Bill. At all events, it does not appear to 
me that the objective the Government have 
set out to achieve will be obtained by this 
measure, any more than it was poc.sible to 
achieve the objective by the legislation 
passed last session. As to the evidentiary 
clause, the fa-'t you have evidence of selling 
does not make much difference. The defini­
tion, the main clause, is the vital factor. 
Is the Bill going to achieve the objective 
the Governm<;nt had i!1 P':ssing the Act? 
Can the . passmg . of this Bill make it any 
more vahd than It IS? That appears to me 
to b8 vBry dou~tful. Until we see the judg­
ment of the I-'bgh Court-I presume it will 
be dehver('<l at some future time-it is 
diffi,mlt to seL what advantage this Bill is 
going to be. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
iJfackay) [2.50 p.m.]: In reply to the Leader 
of the Opposition, I should like to point out 
to memben of the House that this Bill is 
not by any means an attempt by any form 
of subterfuge to evade the principles of the 
Commom~calth Constitution, or any judg­
ment cleln·erecl thereunder. As he himself 
pointed out, any Bill must be read subject 
to the terms of the Commonwecdth Con­
stitution, whether it explicitly says so or 
not ; but the original Act hac been the 
subject of litigation and a judgment has 
been given to the effect that any interference 
by the Act with certain transactions that 
may take place would be an infringement 
of the Constitution. It was pointed out when 
the matter was before the court that in the 
process of selling of imported petrol in 
Queensland a company may transport case 
petrol from, say, Sydney to Charleville, 
The t, of course, is an interstate transaction 
It might have been held under the Act 
that immediately a storekeeper took posses­
sion of that cac.e petrol he was bound to 
mi:x; with it a proportion of power alcohol. 
If It were so held, the effect of the High 
Court's judgment is in the direction of in­
dictting that that would be an interference 
with the principles of the Constitution in 
relatio~ to interstLtte free trade. Very wdl ! 
The obJect, therefore, of the Bill is to make 
~t clear we .are not making any attempt to 
mterfere With any interstate contract as 
between a merchant in any other State and 
a citizen of Queensland. The effect of the 
judgment was only to assert that such an 
int_erference :vas invalid and the juc!P,"ment 
qmte clearly mclicated that in the opinion of 
the majority of judges that apart frcm such 
interfnence the Act was valid and sound. 
The \Yhole proceedings were extraordinary. 
Anyone who read the report of the pro­
ceedings before the High Court in ;\Iel­
bourne would natural!,- be astoniqhed at 
!he apparently irreleva'nt matter tliat was 
mtroduced by counsel. It wa- seriously 
asserted by counsel opposed to the Quc-·ns­
land Government that the only power alcohol 
as defined in this Act was the product made 
from molasses. and, therefore, that the Act 
:vas a further attc·mpt to protect tho sugar 
mclustry at the expense of other portions of 
Au>iralia. The facts, of course, are-and a 
permal of the Act will establish the truth 
of my statement-that " power alcohol" as 
defined in it can be produced in anv :'art 
of Australia from any vegetable or min-eral 
pr'?cluct. The Act is very specific on that 
pomt-power alcohol can be produced not 
only from the by-products of the manufac­
ture of sugar-cane, but also from maize or 

any other starch-bearing vegetable product. 
As a matter of fact, the Italian Government 
are carrying out very extensive experiments 
in Tripoli at the present time in regard 
to the production of power alcohol from 
sweet millet, and through the courtesy of 
the Italian Government I have been able 
to obtain some of the results achieved u1. 
to date. All of them are very interesting, 
and show a line of activity that may be 
worth developing here. Furthermore, power 
spirit that may be a derivative of eo~! comes 
within the scope of this Act. The Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research and 
other organisations have been working for 
a number of years with a view to n·aking 
use of such coal cleposito as under modern 
industrial conditions are not required for 
the purposes to which coal is usally put. 
The discovery of a satisfactory method of 
extracting power spirit from coal would be 
of tremendou.s advantage to Great Britain 
and to every other country that is <: ·al­
bearin:; but has not up to elate been able 
to discover oil wells within its boundaries. 
Industry itself is to a very large extent 
dependent on po·;-er spirit of some kind, and 
consequently it is of extreme importance to 
any nation that it should be as independent 
as possible in this respect and as free '"' 
may be from the necessity to import power 
spirit. Everv gallon of fuel thr.t can be 
used in inter~al combustion engines and is 
produced in Queensland is of national im­
portance and of national advantage. For 
example, take the navy. Can anyone con­
template with equanimity thP navy as solely 
dependent on foreign countries for its fuel 
supplies? I need only mention that possi­
bility to indicate the importance of encour­
aging the production of power alcohol, and 
its use in internal combustion engines. Any 
power fuel that is the product of any 
vegetable grown in Australia or is a deriva­
tive of coal or shale is power alcohol within 
the meaning of this Act. The other sections 
of the Act h;,.ve not been se:·iously attacked. 

It is anticipated that the judgment of the 
High Court of Australia will be given next 
week. Of course, no one can foretell v-hat 
the result will be. No barrister in Aus­
tralia of any eminence is prepared to give 
a definite opinion v· to what he considers 
would or ou~ _;_ not be an infringr Lnent of 
section 92 of the Constitution. As a matter 
of fact. the ex-Federal Attorncc·-Gencr:tl, 
l\1r. L th"m, scrutini:oc- cl the princip:tl Act 
before it v, as introduced in this Pariiament, 
from thE' r:metitutional point of view, and 
indic,;,ted to this Gov<>rnment th ·t it "·as 
valid, and that the Commonwealth GoYern­
ment w:--re quite satih-icJ tbat it W:J s no 
infringement. of the.ir powers or Cons' itu­
tion. 'The present Federal AttornLy-Gcncral 
has al '> expres .eel an opinion in that sense, 
and but for tl.e fact that he had certain 
clutir' to perform on behalf of his own 
Government would have been the couLsel 
briefed to repnscnt the Governrnent of 
Qucen•land in the High Court of At•stralia. 
I mention these facts to indicate how uncer­
tain iP the whole position with re ·arc! to 
this section of the Constitution. Decisions 
given bv the court to-clav are e"tirdv dif­
ferent fi·om those deliver-ed in the tirnc of 
Sir Samuel Grifl1th, or even rventl,c in that 
of Sir \drian Knox. Therefore, until such 
time as the judgment of the court is 
delivered. no 0nc can say with a~~- degree 
o{ certaintY 1Yhat clause n1av or uav not be 
an infringement of the Constitmioi1. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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~ith the paes.tge. of this. Bill the position, 
bnefly, becomes th1s: Wh1le we agree that 
a giVen case of pdrol is the subject of an 
mterstate .transactwn, we of necessity arrive 
at a pomt whore the Imported article 
becomes absorbed in the general mass of 
propert,r subject to the laws of the State. 
We c_Jann, at J.ny rate, that our legal posi­
twn 1s sound. l'etrol is brought in bulk to 
a Q~eensland port and distributed frorn a 
recmvmg centre. That commodity ceases to 
be the subJect of anything in the nature of 
mterctate trade when it is placed in the 
rrservmrs, or whateYer the storage recep­
tacles are called, :md distributed from there 
It becomes absorbed in the mas-, of property 
of the State and therefore is subject to 
any State en"ctment. \Ye pr>posc tlut the 
Act shall be applicable under the,,e condi­
tions, and the sale of petrol fuel for inter­
nal < om_bustion engines ohall be subject to 
the cond1t10ns that are set out in this Bill 
read in u:;nju~ction with the principal Act: 
I am .!tL>1C'.'• so far as anyone can be 
reasonaLly ::mt1~fi, ~t on the·,~ ab:-:truse maH-ers 
that we ar,e proceeding in the right direc: 
twn, and 1 do not anticipate any further 
trouble m regard t; them. I have always 
felt that it vc <1s J:>etter to induce people to 
af:rcL w1~h the pnnc1plcs contained in a law 
rather. tnan to be under the necessity of 
enforcmg the law after it had been evad€d. 
I am sahsfi~J that, in pursnance of that 
policy, sat1s1actory arrangements can be 
m~e '~e with the oil companies to co-operate 
With the Governm.cnt so that the power 
epn·1t may be d;,~nbnted in "· manner that 
wdl meet the ;:atwnal purpose of this legis­
latwn and sbJI be m keepmg with the 
o;'dma_r,-. busmcs- done by these compani€,;. 
Negot~ahons betY:cen the companies involved 
and myself have· recently been conducted 
and I am .sa.• isfied t~,tt a satisfactory 
a, rangement 1s poss1ble m the near future. 
At any rate, I c< rtainl3' propose to give it 
a tnal. 

I think ''1at I hav·c coverEd the matter 
deaL -I~h ,b::' the Leader of the Opposition. 
:r'h,~ subJcc,' 1s tremendously mteresting, and 
111"1c .tc. tnat Ill carr;-mg out the powers of 
1lw Sh t e an:: rea son ably interpreting the 
la.w thL prmc1pal Act, read in conjundion 
w1th thr present . Bill, will be adequate to 
de J w, th che pos1 tlon. 

, Q:> , imo-" Th.1t the rc•olubnn (J.fr. 
8,,!zth ~;: m,of:"on) be agreed to "-put and 
pa.-,._.cd. 

The House n 'umcd. 
T!~e CH.\Ut:\L\X repoet:_)d that i~1e Coinmitte£­

hacl COIL' to a resolutio;J. 
Rosohr ~on agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The PRE:,UER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith 
Macka:') prc entad the Bill, and moved- ' 

" That the Bill bo now read a first 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

SECOND HEADING 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Fort,an Smith, 
]Jacl rt)f) [3.3 p.u.]: I move-

" That the Bill be now nad "" second 
tin1e." 

Having given a Y• r]' full exposition of th <e 
~ill on the initiatory stage, I feel that it 
'" nnnP,oessary to recapitulate the sound 
reason" that I then gave for its introduction. 

[Hon. TV. Forgan Smith. 

Mr. MOORE (liubigny) [3.4 p.m.]: The 
Premier has given us several reasons why 
it is desirable that this Bill should be intro­
duced including one outstanding re1'son that 
really' does away with the necessity for the 
Bill altogether. He suggested that he had 
been able to come to a satisfactory agree­
Plent with the oil comp,_nie,. 

The PREMIER: I did not s;~y that. I said 
that I anticipated that we should be able to 
do so.~-

:\1r. MOORE: The negotiations that have 
taken place lead to the anticipation that a 
oatisfactory arrangement will be made with­
out any resort to legislative pressure. T~at 
is tne mo -t satisfactory factor in connectiOn 
with the whole 1:1'1tter. If that c.1n be 
done, then it does not matter what is in the 
Bill-or out of it. We shall be able to over­
come the difficulty this Bill seeks to re,nove 
if we can enter into a satisfactory arrange­
ment with the oil companies to absorb the 
quantity of industrial alcohol that is a\ail­
able. The Premier's stateuPnt on t!,at 
point was the most satisfactory part of his 
speech. Ho said that he was unable, just 
as everybody olse in ,'l.ustralia i'J unable, to 
forecast the position in the future. He, of 
course did not know the nature of the judg­
ment to be delivered by the Hi.,h Court, nor 
h,9 s anyone else in Australia any idea of 
what that judgment will lay dm<'n. He 
has received legal advice to the effect that 
th0 Bill was acceptable to the Common­
wealth Government. I believe that it would 
be infinitely more satisfactorv if an amif .:cble 
arrano-emcnt could be arrived at rather than 
that ~~~e should be under the necessitv to 
resort to legislative compulsion in a matter 
like thi·,. It would be bott' for all part1es 
concerned. it would make for smoother 
working, and it would considerabl3 assist in 
the ;ale of the spirit that is used to such 
an enormous extent throughout the State. 
It is Yery satisfactory to know that an 
agreement' may probabl3· be :1.rrived at. 

Question-" That the Bill re nmc· re~d a 
second time" (i'lfr. Smith's motion)-put 
and p J.Ssed. 

CmnHTTEE. 

(J[r. Ha •son, IJuranda, in the cha.;r.) 

Clau-,e 1-" Shor·t title and .construction " 
-asreeU to. 

Clause 2-" _\'rzo section lA-Act read ,<·ub­
ject to the Commonu-cr:lth ('onst-itution'-

::\Ir. RUSSELL (Ham"ton) [3.8 p.m.]: I 
do not ;,cee an' nr~c· .itv for the inclusion of 
thi;:; <'lause ut "all. It i; si1npl} a pious reso­
lution tbat "this , \et shall be r' ad and con­
strued ,-ubject to th,_ Comwon'''O'llth of ~~us­
tralia Constitution Act." t;ll our Acts are 
subjc.:t to thc:t Act, and therefore the clrruso 
is " ndundancv und -,hould noYer have been 
included in the Bill. If the Bill is ultra 
vire, the Com•titution then it IT•Ll't fall. 
The Premier can tell us "'1v it ":as found 
ne,cusar0 io put into this Bill a. de~':uation 
of this sort, which i,, simply an unneces3a_ry 
acknowled:;ment of the unque-tioned prm­
eiple that cccr• State Act must be rc·ad as 
subject to the· prm ;oions of the Common­
wealth Con. tiution. 

The PREl\HER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
J[a ka.•) [3.9 p.m.]: The hon. member. for 
Hamilton does not appreciate the fact that 
it wos contended in the High Court that 
the original Act was an ingenious statute 
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designed to evade the principles of the Con­
stitution. Of course, there was no such inten­
tion, and we want to make it clear that 
there is no such intention. 

Clause 2, as read, agreed to. 
Clauses 3 to 5, both inclusive, agreed to. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN r€ported the Bill without 

amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

}lfackay): I move-
" That the Bill be now read a third 

time." 
Question put and passed. 

LOCAL OPTION VOTES (LIQUOR ACTS) 
POSTPONEMENT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The HO:!\'IE SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon. lthaca): I move-

" That the House will, at its present 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of th€ desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to post­
pone the taking of certain local option 
votes under ' The Liquor Acts, 1912 to 
1932.'" 

Question put and passed. 

INITIATION IN COMMITTEE. 
(Jlr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, Ithaca) [3.11 p.m.]: I move-

" That it is desirable that a Bill be 
introduced to postpone the taking of 
certain local option votes under ' The 
Liquor Acts, 1912 to 1932.' " 

The object of the Bill is to postpone, to a 
date to be fixed-later in the year-the 
taking of local option polls that under the 
Liquor Acts fall due in May of next year. 
The term of Parliament expires on or about 
the 11th June next, and if the present 
Liquor Acts were adhered to certain polls 
under those Acts would be conducted at a 
period when hon. members of this Parlia­
ment and other candidates would be engaged 
in an elect1on campaign. All hon. members 
will agree that it would not be desirable 
to have two campaigns being conducted at 
tl-t€ same time, one on the question of elect­
ing representatives to this Parliament and 
the 0ther on the questions covered by the 
Liquor Acts. It is desirable that electors 
should record their votes uninfluenced by 
any other consid€ration than those affecting 
the issues for t·he time being contested. For 
that reason it is deemed advisable that the 
polls under the Liquor Acts should be post­
poned. This Bill does no mor€ than post­
pone the date for the taking of such polls 
to a date not later than the 30th November, 
1935. The €Xact date of the poll will be 
fixed by the Governor in Council, and pro­
vision is mad€ in the Bill that a proclama­
tion must be issued three months before the 
date fixed for the taking of such poll. 

UnclPr the present Acts the memorials for 
the polls that would ordinarily be held in 
May next have to be lodged by November 
of this year, and we are providing that 
these memorials will be applicable to the 

1934-3 L 

postponed poll. Power is also given for tJ:e 
preparation of rolls of electors :"ho will 
be entitkd to vote at any local option poll. 

Mr. JYIOORE (A ubigny) [3.15 p.m.J: I see· 
no reason for objecting to this Bill for the 
postponement of the taking of certain local 
option po~ls under the Liquor Acts. The 
Home Secretary has· suggested that It would 
be undesirable that anything should distract 
the attention of people who will vote at. 
parliamentarv elections-in order, I pre­
sume, that the electors may do the correct 
thing. Of course, it all depends on. one> 
viewpoint. (Laughter.) I do not thmk It 
will make the least difference to the result. 
of the referendum whether the poll to be 
taken as to whether a district desires more 
licenses to be granted or refused is post­
poned or not. I do not object to the post­
ponement of the poll so long as the rights. 
of the voters are prMerved. 

I presume the same period will run from 
the taking of the postponed poll as if the 
poll were taken in May next, namely, three· 
years. I see no objection to the Bill, for­
after all it may give an opportunity for the 
election issues to be discussed without the· 
introduction of extraneous matters. 

Question-" '.rhat the resolution (Mr. Han­
lon's motion)-be agreed to "-put and 
passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution. 
Resolution agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M_ 

Hanlon. Ithaca) presented the Bill, and 
moved-

" That the Bill be now read a first. 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

!'!ECOND READING. 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M_ 

Hanlon, Ithaca) [3.14 p.m.J: I move-
" That the Bill be now read a second 

time.'' 
I have already outlined the provisions of the 
Bill, and it is unnecessary for me to do so 
again. 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 
(.'11r. Hanson, Burco.nda, in the chair.' 

Clauses 1 to 3, and preamble, agreed to. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported the Bill without 

amendment. 

THIRD READING. 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M_ 

Hanlon, lthaca) : I move-
" That th€ Bill be now read a third' 

time." 
Question put and passed. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

Mackay): I move-
" That the House, at its rising, do 

adjourn until Tuesday, 8th January, 
1935." 

Question put and passed. 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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VALEDICTORY. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
"Ylackay) [3.21 p.m.]: I move-

" That the House do now adjourn." 
'l'~e business to-morrow will be to proceed 
With the administration of the very wise 
laws that have been passed by this Parlia­
ment at the present sesswn. (Laughter.) 

In moving the. adjournment of the House 
at. this the last Sittmg of this Parliament I 
Wish to . exprf!SS my apj)reciation of the 
manner m whi_ch the duties of Parliament 
have been earned out by the officers of the 
House.. Mr. Speaker and the Chairman of 
9ommittees have ca:·r:ed out their duties 
m a commendable spint and their activities 
have been to the benefit of Parliament 
f'here can be no doubt at all that the Stand: 
m~ Orders, properly administered, are a 
he.p to members of. Parliament, like law in 
an ordered commumty, and should therefore 
be upheld by all of them. 

The " Hansard " staff and the officers of 
the .. f!:ouse generally in their combined 
activities have all carried out their duties 
in a manner creditable to themselves and 
to the benefit of Parliament. 

.I _wish also to take this opportunity of 
Wishmg hon. memberb on both sides of the 
House the compliments of the sea,on, and 
to_ express t_he wi.sh that the coming year 
will be one m whiCh they, in common with 
the rest of the people of the State, will enjoy 
good health and prospenty. The difficulties 
of the 12eople ai:e very real. The world-wide 
depressiOn, contmu~s. . The problem of low 
priCe levels with hmited markets gives the 
people .very gr<;at concern and affects 
very seriOusly their general means of liveli­
hood; an? the efforts of the Government 
and Parhamo:n~ should at all times be 
directed t? .aidi:rg them in the overcoming 
of those difficulties and the solution of their 
problems. It may be said, wirll truth, how­
Bver, that cqnditions generally in Queensland 
are much better than they were at this time 
last year. There is a great deal of general 
recovery in the State, and it is our dutv to 
nurture and conserve it in every wav: I 
~eel s~tisfied I speak for every hon. member 
m this House and of every lover of the 
human race when I express the hope that 
our d_ifficulties will be speedily overcome and 
!hat m the new year the people will enter 
m.to a penod of prospe_nty and peace that 
Will be defimte and lastmg. I wish all hon 
men;bers the compliments of the season, an.d. 
I w1sh the st~ff generally the very best that 
can come their way. 

Ho~oun,:,llLF. J'.IEMBERS. H'ar. he"tr' 

cir. :\IOO~E (~1ubignp) [3.25 p.m.]: I 
desire to JOm With the Premier in h.:is 
remarks regarding you, :Ylr. Speaker an-d 
the Chairman of Committees. the 'staff 
representatives of the press, and that 
wonderfully efficient ctaff on " Hansard. " 
and in wishing them all and hon. mc·nbe':r, .. 
of th_Is House a happy Christmas. The 
PrenueJ· has said the difficulties we are 
passing through are by no means OYE' r. 
We shall not be meeting again before 
an election, and I trust that the Govenn. 
ment will careful!:· study the position c.f 

· unemployment relief and its effect upon 
the employment of b.bour in the farmia ~ 
industries .of the Sta~es, and the re,ults tha.. t 
ar<; accrumg fr_om It at the present time. 
With the PrenueJ·. I trust the position will 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

improve, but I fear that there is not very 
much sign of it at the present time, with 
the limitation of our markets and low prices 
for our products. Fortunately, hope is a 
very cheap commodity and we may make 
preparations, as far as we can, for taking 
advantage of the better times when they do 
COll1e. 

I trust, Mr. Speaker, that the redistribu­
tion of electorates that has been decided 
upon will not be too great a strain upon 
the principles of democracy, and I also trust 
that the Government will be successful at 
the forthcoming Labour Convention in their 
efforts to avoid plebiscites for sitting mem­
bers. It would be a terrible thing if such 
ingenuity were wasted. I also trust that anv 
casualties that may take place as a result 
of the elections will fall on the side best 
able to bear them, the side of the Govern­
ment. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : On behalf of the staff 
and myself, I thank hon. members for their 
kindly remarks and for their seasonal 
greetings. The session has not been of 
very long duration, but it has been an 
exc 'ptionally strenuous one, and I know 
that all hon. members will be glad of the 
respite. Certainly, I shall be. The Chair­
man of Committees, who has been carrying 
on with difficulty for a part of the time, 
will also be pleased that the session is over. 
The parliamentary staff has worked particu­
larly well during this session. I take the 
opportunity of expressing my appreciation 
of the work that has been done by the Clerk 
of the Parliament, Mr. Dickson. (Hear, 
hear!) He has more than justified his 
appointment; he has been quite an out­
standing success in his job. (Hear, hear!) 
The Queensland " Hansard " staff has 
always been credited with a high reputation, 
and that reputation did not suffer when, on 
the retirement of Mr. Brennan, Mr. Wood 
was appointed Chief Reporter. His work 
has been eminently satisfactory to hon. 
members on both sides of the House and 
to myself. 

On behalf of the whole of the staff of 
Parliament House, the Chairman of Com­
mittees. and myself, I take the opportunity 
of wishing hon. members a very merry 
Christmas and a prosperous new year. I 
should also like to add the hope, if I may, 
that all hon. members will be succc ··.sful in 
retaining their seats at the next election. 
(Laughter.) 

The Hou<' adjoumc·i at 3.30 p.m. 

BILLS ASSENTED TO AT rLOSE OF 
SESSION. 

Gu-" ttfes E~xtraordinary ;.lj-ere issued notify­
ing the assent of His Excellency the Governor 
to the following Bills :-

(Th 'l'sday. Uth December, 198!;)-
Elcctric Light and Power Acts Amend· 

n1ent. Bill; 
Eun::·ella State Forests Amendment of 

Boundaries Bill; 
Tradcs and Labour Hall Management 

Bill; 
Fruit ::.\1arketing Organisation Acts 

Amendment Bill ; 
Stallions Registration Acts Amendment 

Bill; 
Railways Acts Amendment Bill; 
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Sugar Experiment Stations Acts Amend­
ment Bill (No. 2); 

Land Acts (Crown Dues) Relief Bill; 
Bureau of Industry Acts Amendment 

Bill; 
Health Acts Amendment Bill; 
Rural Assistance Board and Agricultural 

Bank Acts Amendment Bill. 

{W cdnesday, 12th December, 1931;)-

Loeill Authorities Acts and Other Acts 
Amendment Bill; 

Law of Distress and Other Acts Amend­
ment Bill; 

Australian Mutual Provident Society's 
Bill; 

Land Acts Amendment Bill; 

MotM Spirit Vendors Act Amendment 
Bill; 

Apprentices and Minors Act Amendment 
Bill. 

(Thursday, 20th December, 1931;)­

::\Lain Roads Acts Amendment Bill ; 
Jury Act Amendment Bill; 
Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of 

the Sale of Opium Acts Amendment 
Bill; 

\Vorkers' Compenoation Acts Amendmenr 
Bill; 

Insurance Acts Amendment Bill; 
Local Option Votes (Liquor Acts) Post­

ponement Bill. 

PROROGATION. 

Parliament was prorogued by the following Proclamation in Gazette Extraordinary, 
Thursday, 20th December, 1934. 

A PROCLAMATION by His Excellency the Right Honourable SIR LESLIE 0RME WILSON, Colonel 
on the Retired List of the Royal Marines, Knight Grand Commander of the Most Exalted 
Order of the Star of India, Knight Grand Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the 
Indian Empire, Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, 
Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, Governor of the State of Queensland and 
its Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia. 

[L.S.] 
LESLIE WILSON, 

Governor. 

1N pursuance of the power and authority vested in me as Governor of the State aforesaid, 
I, SIR LESLIE 0RME WILSON, the Governor aforesaid, do, by this my Proclamation, 
Prorogue the Parliament of Queensland to TUESDAY, the twelfth day of February, 1935. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Brisbane, this twentieth day of December, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and thirty-four, and in the twenty-fifth year of 
His Majesty's reign. 

By Command, 
W. FORGAN SMITH. 

Gm: SAVE 'X'E:E KING! 




