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1292 Questions. [ASSE:\fBLY.] Land Acts Ammdrnent Bill. 

THURSDAY, 8 NOVEMBER, 1934. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIOKS. 

ASSISTANCE TO UXE1fPLOYED R,ELIEF \VORKERS 
AT CHRISTlllAS. 

Clfr. KE:'\:'\IY (Cook) asked the Secretarv 
for Labour and Industry- ' 

. ''In refe1:ence to his answer to 1ny que,:::
tiOn on 6th mstant, will he give a detailed 
'tatement showing how the sum of 
£202.632 is arrived at, including in such 
statement the number of married single 
and female unemployed who would parti: 
c·rpate m the two weeks' pay for the 
Chnstmas season, if approYed ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremcr), 
for The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
I:\fDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hvnes, 1'o1cns· 
ville), replied- · 

'' The arnou11t fHOYide~ for t\Yo 'S<'t~ks' 
wages at basic wag<', plus parities, for 
15.260 marned pcr:cons and 11.314 siuglc 
persons." ' 

INTER1IITTENT RELIEF WorlK OPERATIONS. 

Mr. ::VIAHER (West iJiorrlon) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry-

" 1. In what cities and towm of the 
State is the intermittent relief scheme 
being operated? 

" 2. What amount of wa,;res was distri
buted in payment to intermittent relief 
~work~rs in each of these centres (inclusive 
of Bnsbane and suburbs) during the vear 
ended 30th September, 1934 ?" · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRL'CTIO"< (Hon. F. A. Cooper, En m1rl, 
for The SEr'HETARY FOR LABOUR A?\ID 
I:"-JDUSTRY (Hon. l\1. P. Hynes, To1cns
, ille), replied-

"1.~ 

Ayr 
Home Hill 
Barcaldine 
Beauclcsert 
Beenlcigh 
Clermont 
\Vallumbilla 
1\fitchell 
Bo·wen 
Bundaberg· 
Howard 
Pialba 
Caboolturc 
\\'ooclford 
Cairns 
Babinda 
Gordonvalc 
Calliope 
JV1ount Larcom 
Cardwell 
Tullv 
Charters Towers 
Chinchilla 
Cl0rrnont 
Cleveland 
Coolangatta 
Dalbv 
Esk-
Lowood 
Toogoolawah 
M arm or 
Gladstone 
Boonah 
Kalbar 
Goondiwindi 
Gym pie 
Ipswich 
Booval 
Childers 
Cordalba 

Alpha 
Jericho 
Inn is fail 
Jondarvan 
Kilcov · 
Enru 'Park 
l\larlborouglr 
Ycppoon 
Longreach 
l\lackav 
Eumu~di 
Xarnbour 
Palm woods 
Maryborough 
Eton 
Finch Hatton 
Marian 
Mirani 
]\fount Morgan 
Goodna 
Hedbank 
Budeigh Heads 
l'\erang 
Coo ran 
Coorov 
Pomor1a 
rre\vantin 
\V alkerston 
Proserpine 
Redcliffe 
Hockhampton 
Roma 
Sarina 
South port 
Toowoomba 
Townsville 
Bell 
CollinsYille 
\Varwick 
Imbil 

'' 2. The information is being obtained." 

STANLEY RIVER WATER STORAGE ScHEME . 
::\lr. NIM:\10 (Oxley) asked the Treasurer~ 

" \Yhat are the names and qualifica
tions of the persons comprising the 
Special Committee of the Bureau of 
lndustrv on whose report and recommen· 
dation 1t has been decided to go on with 
the Stanley River water supply and flood 
prcycntion scheme?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Jlackay) replied-

" I have already recommended the 
hon. n1c'n1ber to peruse the report upon 
Brisbane \Vater Supply and Flood Pre
VPntiou. The natnes of the nlern(H?rs 
of the Special Committee arc as fol
low :-J. R Kemp, D. Fi,on, vY. II. H. 
l\in1rno. L .. C. i\lorris~ ::\I. B. Salisbury, 
J. B. Brigden. The uR.nH~s and qualifi
cations of the Special Corninitte(~ arc
Pn1hodicd in the report.'' 

LAND ACTS AME:'\D:MKNT BILL. 

INITIATION. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS 
(Hon. P. Pea~e, H erbut) : I move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting-, resolve itself into a Committee o[ 
the \Yhole to consider of the desirable· 
ness of introducing a Bill to amend ' The 
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Land Acts, 1910 to 1932,' and other Acts 
by providing further measures of relief 
to certain Crown tenants; to amend such 
Acts in cE>rtain particulars; and for other 
purpose&." 

Question put and passed. 

LA:\D ACTS (CRO\YN DUES) RELIEF 
BILL. 

JKITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR 'PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbcrt): I move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the ·whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to J1rovide a mea
sure of relief to certain Crown tenants 
under the Land Acts. and for other 
purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

RAILWAYS ACTS AMEXD::VIENT BILL. 

IKITIATION. 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon. J. Dash, Jiundi1lgbuTrrt): I move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, rPsolve itself into a Committee of 
the ·whole to consider of the desirableness 
of introducing a Bill to amend ' The 
Rail ways Acts, 1914 to 1929,' in certain 
particulars.'' 

Question put and passed. 

EUNGELLA STATE FOREST AMEND
MENT OF BOUNDARIES BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herb•rt) [10.35 a.m.]: I 
move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
time.'' 

During the initiatory stage of this Bill 
I was rather surprised to hear some criticism 
from the Opposition regarding the quality 
of these lands. I desire to say that the 
matter has been most carefully inYestigated. 
I do not know of any land settlement scoome 
that has been so carefully examined as this 
one. The experts concerned are all satisfied 
that in opening these lands for settlement 
\VO are opening lands quite equal to any 
land preYiously opened in Queensland. Th8 
question of opening these lands for scttle
Uleut has been under consideration for rnany 
years, but one of the obstacles that stood in 
the way was the fact that tho land proposed 
to be n1ado available \Vas part of a State 
forest and a timber rescn·o. The advisable
rH'" of opeuing this land for settlement was 
considered in the past by both the Forestry 
I.loarcl and tho Land Administration Board. 

Durint.( my ~vecch 011 tlw jnitiatory stage 
of the Bill I undertook to wpply hon. 
mt'!nLH'r~ ''"ith infonnation setting out the 
arerl that it. was proposed to make avail
able for settlement and tho area that would 
rerrl~Lin as State forest or tirnber reserve. 
\Yiwt are known a, the Eungella forest lands 
comprise a timber resene of 68,000 acres in 
the parish of Eungclla. and the State forc~t 
in the parishes of Eungella and Crcditon, 

which has an area of 27.800 acr0s. It is 
propo>e cl in thE' Bill to relea,se 16.000 acres 
from thP Sate forest and make it available 
for settlement. 

:\Ir. SwAY~E: On the frontage? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I propose to table a map setting out the 
area to be released and the respective areas 
of the different blocks. The map will alsG 
set out the position of the 1nain roads 
together with the access roads, and hon. 
members will have an opportunity of con· 
sidering the matter for themselves. This 
land forms part of the Eungella tableland 
and is situated from 2,000 to 3,000 feet above 
sea-lenl. It lies westerly and southerly from 
the Xetherdalc Railway Station. The area 
generally is ridgy country covered vvith 
dense Yine scrub, and it is suitable for dairy
ing. The average annual rainfall is about 
70 to 80 inc·hes. The lowest rainwall ever 
recorded in an:y one year is about 31 inches, 
so that the area can be regarded as drought
proof. The climate is cool and invigorating 
with an atmosphere 10 to 15 degrees !owe~ 
tlmn that on the aclj a cent coast land. All 
this information has beon secured by expert 
officers who were detailed to investigate 
the matter. The whole of the tableland is 
abundantly watered with perennial streams, 
the water being of excellent quality. Tests 
han' been made of the soil as well as of the 
water, and the water has been shown to be 
of excellent quality. It is quite apparent that 
no expenditure will be required in providing 
an artificial water supply and that is a very 
big factor indeed in successful land settle
ment. As to the quality of the land I shall 
speak later. 

I should like to place on record a copy of 
a letter which the chairman of the Committee 
of Investigation received from the chairman 
of the Port Curtis Co-operative Dairy Asso
ciation Limited, Gladstone, in 1932. One 
of the main reasons for making this land 
available for settlement is to encourage land 
settlement in a sugar district, apart from the 
cultivation of sugar-cane. The stage has 
now been reached in the sugar districts where 
it is practically impossible to obtain addi
tional pcrmitf_; to grov~,· cane. and a 
previous Labour Govcrn1nent endeavoured to 
encourage other phases of agriculture in 
::mgar-cane districts by arranging for the 
establishment of butter factories in Mackay 
and at Silkwood, in the Innisfail district. 
That >ms done prior to the dairying industry 
reaching an acute stage in its development, 
but the Government ha Ye decided that we 
cannot hold up land settlement altogether 
in 1'\orth Queensland. \Ve have practically 
reached the highest point of sugar-cane pro
duction con~istPnt with econorniG safety, and 
it is our intention to encourage land settle
Incnt in other dil·ections in sugar-cane areas 
in 1'\orth Queensland. The Mackay factory 
yms originated by the Gladstone butter 
factory, which now exercises a control over it, 
,llld the idea of opening up the Eungella 
lane! is to increase the cream supply to tho 
::IIackay factory so that it may he placed 
on a payable basis. The letter that I pro· 
pose to rPad from the Port Curtis Dairy
ing Association vvlll convince hon. nw1nbers 
that there is every jmtification for opening 
these lands. and it will also conyev the 
opinion of competent people concerning" these 
lands. and their snitabilitv for dairying. 
After all. the people who livc in the area 
and are conYersant Yvith it should be the 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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people Lut able io ach·i,c wh"l shoulc1 be 
done with the land. Thio is the text of the 
letter~ 

" The directors of the Port Curtis 
Dairy Association desire me to place the 
views of this association on the matter 
of alienating the scrub areas of Eun
gella before thP conunission DO\V inYesti
ga ting this matter. The proposal to sub
divide this rich area has our undivided 
support.'' 

I direct the attention of the House to the 
words " this rich area "~the area that we 
arc now opening up. The letter continues~ 

'· 'rhis association was strongly influ
enced in its decision to erect a butter 
factory at ::\lackay costing £14,000 by 
the a"m·ance, backed bv the favourable 
recommendation made 'to the Govern
ment, that this area would be made 
available for settlement." 

I want to emphasise the fact that it 'was 
onlv because of the consideration of the 
matter by this Government department, and 
the fact that the association was promised 
that something would be done, that it pro
ceeded with the erection of this butter 
factorv. The land then under closer settle
n1ent ~for dairying· Ill the 1\Iacka.y dbil'ict 
did not in itself justify the ocpmditure 
that \Yas incurc~cl in Lhc Pl·ectiolt of a factorv. 
As the: letter points cut, the expcnditu;·e 
of £14.000 on the constl'uction of a butter 
factorY IYEb favourablv considerC'd 011lv 
because it was thought that this land would 
be opened up. Then it goes on to say~ 

" An inspection of the area referred 
to di~t;lo:'icd the fact that it is oniucntlv 
suitable for tlw establishment of succes;. 
ful dairies." 

That shows this House that not only has an 
investigation been made by the Government 
and their o;,pcrts, but that an independent 
investigation has also been made by repre
sentatives of an association, and that that 
association was prepared to back its investi
gation by expending capital in the establish
ment of a dairy factory at Mackay. Its 
experts were quite satisfied that this land 
1va~ sati:-'factory for dairying purposes. The 
letter proceeds~ 

'' The success of such a settlement 
•vould give a big impetus to the dairying 
inclu try in the Mackay district, as well 
a to the · cttlcment of lands in the 
1\lackay area that arc not so suitable, 
and on which an attempt to establish 
the indn,try might be attended with pos
sible failure and consequent injury to 
the industry. I am firmly of the opinion 

\Yith YPry little assi~tance, the Eun
scrub country has every prospect 

de ·c:!oping into an in1portant national 
\,·e;alth-producing factor. 

" As stated, this association has in
wstc,] £14,000 in the establishment of a 
1nanufactnring unit, and owing to the 
withrlnt\\'al of those areas, the develop-

of the inchL,try has been and is 
retarded. resultinp; in a very high 

~;nd rnanufacturjng charge in 
nspcrt to the '\Iackav branch of this 
as<ociation. '·.f v boarcl assume. that 
•vithin three years the production of 

wmllcl be sufficient to reduce the 
to a nnroximate those of our 

a;;::;Qdate factories. 
·· \Y (' \\'ould reque:-;t your colllmittee 
to con.sider the position also from the 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

viev. point that this association, being 
an association composed of primary pro
ducers--" 

This should interest the Opposition. This 
association is not a corporation for the 
purpose of making money for dry share
holders. The letter goes on to say~ 

"having successfully established a manu
facturing unit and having given to the 
1\lackay area the advantage of our 
organisation as a rnanufacturing and 
selling agency, we find that the locking 
up of those rich lands is retarding the 
industrv and imposing a burden on those 
producers who readily consented to the 
establishment of a factory, having in 
mind that the land referred to would be 
made available for settlement." 

I have looked fully into this matter. It 
was practically decided by the previous Go
vernment that these lands should be opened 
for settlement, but owing to differences of 
opinion between the Forestry Board and the 
Land Administration Board the proposal was 
not proceeded with. The land is only being 
opened to settlement now after further 
inspection and inquiry. The letter goes on 
to say-

" To commit prospective settlers to the 
poorer forest and coastal lands of the 
Mackav area, while such suitable areas 
as the ''Eungella scrub provides, are avail
able, I trust will not be condoned by 
your Committee." 

Again I want to emphasise the fact that this 
association is emphasising the prospects of 
such suitable land as we are now going to 
make aYailablo. The letter continues~ 

'· On behalf of this association, I can 
assure vour committee that we arc pre
pare·d lo 1neet cYery dcn1anJ in regard 
to efficient manufacturing facilities, and 
thus ensure for pro,pectivc settlers the 
bPst possible trPatment of their cream. 
This in itself will be a big factor in 
facilitating successful settlement of the 
area referre.d to. \Ye would point out 
that dependence on the ~ugar-gro\vers in 
regard to our industry is not altogethet· 
satisfactory owing to the tend?ncy to 
neglc~t the da,i;·y section dunng the 
crushing season. 

That takes me back to my prcYious argu· 
rnent in respect of initiating a dairy factory 
in a sugar area. Such a factory cannot 
very \vcll depend on exjsting sugar farmers 
for supplies of cream, or upon a futuro deci
sion they may make to embark on dairying. 
Anyone who knows anythmg about the sugar 
inclustrv is aware that its returns arc four, 
ftye. ai1d sometimes ten tin1es as great as 
the returns from dairying. ~aturally no 
sugar farmer. with knowledge of such hard 
work as is involved in dairying, with its 
seven clavs a \YE'ek tasks, \Yonld embark in 
sugar fat;ming and dairying combined. They 
arc different propositions. If this factory had 
bef'!l r~tablishccl in rPlianco on supplies of 
cream coming from the sugar farmers, its 
outlook would be very poor indeed. The 
letter goes on to say~ 

" The successful 0sta blishment of the 
industry depends largely on settlement of 
scrub lands such as Eungella, m the 
form of closer settlement areas. thm 
establishing a community interest an1ong 
the settlers. It is the considered opinion 
of mv board that such a settlement on 
Eung~lla cannot fail.n 
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Throughout the tenor of the letter is that 
the opinion of those who have had experi
ence, those who have put their money into 
the concern, is that this settlement cannot 
fail. The letter proceeds-

" The :Th..lackay area does not produce 
snfficent butter to supply ::\clacka>. and 
thP large cons1.uni11g to\..Yns between 
~faekay and Townsville are in1porting 
huitPr which should be produced in the 
)rfackay area. I can support. the Yicws 
of my Doard by stating definitely that I 
!mow of no area· in this State that 
excel thoc;e of Eungella as a prospective 
successful dain settlement. and add to 
it nly expressi~n of persona] disappoint
ment that the fa,·ourable repoi't of the 
previous report of the Inquiry BoarJ 
\Ya:.; not giYen immediate effect to." 

I \YOuld emphasise to the House that this 
lettPr is from Gladstone, not from a direc
torate composed entirely of Mackay people. 
It will be realised, particularh by hon. 
rnembers opposite \Yho are int"-'rP;.,tcd 111 

dairying. that such a report wou~d he rnnch 
fairer and less partial than if it emanated 
from a local company. Thus, >H' can phce 
great reliance on .anything that js said in 
this letter. because the matter is not viewed 
horn the parochial aspect of what the settle. 
rn~~nt \Yould mean to Yia(' kay, but f rcnn the 
broader aspect of what the effect \vould be 
on the dairying industr;,T as a \Vhole and on 
this factory in particular. I also emphasise 
the opiuion of the writer of this letter to 
the effect that-

" I can support the views of m'' board 
bY stating cle!ini tely that I know of no 
areas in this State that Pxcel those of 
Eungclla as a prospectiYe succc~sful 
dairy settlement." 

Mr. DEACON: \Yhat was his name? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAc-iDS: 
I shaJl give the name in a 1ninuie. The 
letter ccntinucs-

" Should vour dePision be hvonrable 
to the open;'ng up of these lands. and I 
truot that it will, you may accept the 
assurance that this associettion will 
render CYery po,,~iblc assistance to dairy 
sL"ttlcrs in the area. 

" Yours respectfully, 
J. L. \YILSON, 

•· l'}wirman, Port Curtis ~4._s,,ociation.'' 

:\Ir. PLFXKETT: vYhat \Yas the date of that 
letter' 

T!1c SECHETARY FOR PCBLil' L\.='IDS: 
5th 3cptc-nlbPr. 1932. That, letter \Ya" jH'O

duced to tlH! cOininitte-c that rnaclc the illY( -

tigntion into the n1attcr. I3ut I hn.Ye souw
thing l Yf'll later than tbat. In yjpy,· of the 
clelnlte at the initi:lfor_~-- stage I hnd a 
telegram despatched to the land commis
.,iotH'l' at Yfackay. scPking inforn1.1.tim.1 as 
to the condition of the ~ctt.lcrs who \n:rc 
a]n•adv on that a.l'C.fl. A~ thP cx-Sc{'rrtnl'\. 
for [1ublie Lands knows, ~etr1('l Wf'r(~ 
plac(·--1 on Dalryrnpl0 1 l during hi 
t0nr1 a:;.; }lini~ter. ard I to secure 
inforrnation a~ i.o thPir po~ition to 11lacc~ 
hcfm" this I1ousc. As the hon. member for 
.Ylirani i~ aware, the set,tlcrs on Dalr>"lnplc, 
Heights had no road acce~'". and the fact 
that th(• settlers had remained on the moun
tain. a~ it were•. W8s proof of th(' excP1knce 
of the land. \Y c arc providing road .ac::::c~:;; 
fur the• land 110\Y bPi-ng opc>llCd up, alld. in 

addition, we are linking up the SPttlcrnent 
on the higher land with that roud access. 
Th.:• po~ition of the pre·,cnt ~etth~ri3 \\·as a 
Yery dire one. for thPir crean1 had to he 
carried by paek-hor~P do-..vn to XetLerdale, 
the nearest raihYav station. It wa.:;.; astound
ing that the setE1ement continued in the 
face of these difficultic~, especially during 
the period when 1o-..Y prices ruled for rreau1, 
and if ,ettlcment can be continued on lane! 
that is not nearly a·; good as the land !lOO.\ 
being opened up, and can enahlP settlers to 
L'xist even under these unfavourable condi
tion,,. surely we are justified in C'01lc1uding 
that the ne\\· settlenwnt will be eminently 
successful. 

To r11akP certai11, I telegrapbul to tl1e 
land connni~sioncr at :\Iackay to ascertajn 
what was happening at the cxi:;ting· sett.lP
ment at Dalr,vmple Heights: The ]and 
counnissioner sent a ielcgra1n, \Yhich read-

" Considering type of selector and class 
of road settlement must be regarded as 
fairly satisfactmy and future prospects 
bright." 

He then sent this report under date 29th 
October:-

" Including the holders of special 
leases under "pecial conditions there are 
thirty celcctors forming what is called 
Eungella settlement. This number in
cludes the selector of portion 29, Eun· 
gella, who selected on the 9th instant. 
The area select0d exceeds 10,000 acres 
and of this area approximately 2,000 
acres of scrub have been felicd and 
partly grassed. Of this area of felled 
scrub I consider that a little more than 
half is permanently grassed with arti
ficial gras.3es. ehiefly 11aspalun1, kikuyu, 
and Rhodes grasses. The balance of the 
felled scrub is n1ostly ovt)rgrown with 
undergrovi-·th and son1c lantana and other 
weeds. Burn, generally have not been 
good, hence t11c reason why so n1uch 
land has not bceu grassed. 

" I would say that during the last 
three years more than 1.000 acres of 
scrub "ha Ye been felled" and partly 
grassed.'' 

The hon. memhe1· for Mirani knows this 
Eungella localit,·. ·when the roads are 
clenlopcd the ,,.}JOle of the locality will be' 
available for tourists, and it will be one of 
the beauty spots of Queensland and Australia. 
l have I~ot been there, but I will pay a 
a visit at the earliest opportunity. The 
locality not only possesses beauty; it is also 
of great altitude and the chrnatc IS very 
healthy. 

The report goes on to ~ay :-

'' The chirf indnstrie~, excluding 
tourists, for vvhich I consider this district 
is ~uitable, are dairying and grazing, 
fruitgrO\Ying and timher. As the scrubs 
are felled so should the dairying and 
grazing industries thrive. 

" The present splectors, very few of 
\Yhoru were praetical llll'!l, when they 
,eJeeied, ha Ye bcc•n handicapped from 
the start by the want of cat1ital, \Yant of 
experience in deciding what -..vas thrJ 

1nost 2uitable industry in \vhiC'h to engage. 
and the wallt of a trafficabl,. road 
system for YPhic1es.'' 

The only accee5 "l' to the )1rPsent has been 
by me:1ns of pack horse. The fact that the 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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~ettlers progressed in the face of such diffi
culties is an indication of the fertilitv of 
the land. The report continues- · 

'' ::Vlost of the selectors at times have 
been compelled to seek work elsewhere 
in order to keep going, and were it not 
for the credit given by business firms in 
:Vlackay rnanv would have been starved 
off their farrns. 

'' Dairying is carried on under diffi
CLdtics. There are very few good types 
of datry cows and the cream generally 
is carried or packed on horseback to the 
township, which is 2 to 7 miles distant. 
It is then taken by lorry to :'\ etherdale, 
the rail terminus.'' 

That is an indication of the extraordinarv 
hanbhips under which the"' peor;lc have bee;, 
hYillg, 

The report continues-

•· Until the erection of a butter factorv 
at :VIackay about five years ago, thoro 
was no dairying worth speaking of, a> 
there was no market. There arc eleven 
suppliers of cream to the ::VIackay factory 
and at l0ast, four n1orc \vill bu suppliers 
later in the season. Between them there 
an• from 400 to 500 hce1d of dairy cattle, 
a great many having been brought to the 
district during the last three or four 
y~.crs or are the progeny of such cattle. 

'· Tlw greatest drawback to the pro
grc-s of the dietrict \',as the road 
s.vstPrn. Eungc1la township is about four 
miles from :'\ethcrchde Railway Station. 
In' this shmt dishnce there i; a climb 
for abo_nt three rnilc:" up a very steep 
!nounta1u range. LTntil twelYe n1onths 
ago thi~ road, at tirnes, was impaf.~able 
to vehicular traffic, but during the last 
hvclYE' months this road has been 
~.videned and rPpaircrl until nn-,-.. it 
is negotiable practicallv at all times. 
It will, ho\veyer, alwav; bo a source of 
heavy expense to keep ii1 order. The l'Oacl 
from ihe townshiP" in a north-easterlv 
direction and going up to the Dalrympf;, 
Hetghts part of the dist>·ict, has been 
ahno:'it liTljHlscsalJle to ~.-chic·~dar traffic for 
t~c greater part of thi'> year, and prac
tlcally tlw \Yhole of last vcar. There 
arc occasions when a vehicle ~can be taken 
up thi'3 road, but as a rule all cream i~ 
packed dcnvn or carried in front on the 
saddle. Considering the road system, 
there has realh· been no inducrmcnt for 
a selector to ~tay at hon1,(~ on his farrn. 
I unclerstand that the :\'Ia'n Rortcls Board 
!:-; about to con::truct a n1ain road for a 
cli~tancc of about three 1uilcs 0'.7 er thl' 
worst of tlw range road ancl that the 
P.E.l. are likeh- to co•t,\ruct a further 
lrngth to :"Cl'YC' an the ]H'l'Sl'Tit selectors.'' 

That is being done. The polin of the Main 
Ron.d:-: Con1n1ission js to contj~·n1e this road 
and t_he Public Estate Improv-etncnt Branch 
B. go1ng to con~truct a fnrthcr length thnt 
\Ytll sern• these existing ett],,rs. 

ThC' rC'port continues-

'' Should such eYI'-:•tnatc I s:>e no 
reason why this end of the distrin should 
not progr~~-. Yery rapidly. 1norc espcci
allv. T thmk. that when the roads are 
cornpletcd there will be a number of 
selectors who "·ill sell out and fresh 
blood and capital will be brought into 
the district. 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

" The portion of the district compris
ing the Eungella settlement is not by 
any mean' the pick of the district. 
It is generally regarded as the roughe~t 
and n"ost mountainous part, and the 
}Jal't now being surveyed is superior in 
every 'vay." 

That is from the land cornrnis~~ioner, who 
points out ihat the existing settlement which 
is at the top of the range, is not' to be 
compared in any way with the area that 
is now being surveyed. The report goes on-

" The low price for cream of late has 
been the reason why a number of selec
tors have given up dairying· and gone 
to work on the roads. This has been the 
reason whv onlv a small area of scrub 
has been felled· this season. 

" I consider that, besides dairying, 
some of these scrub lands when felled 
and grassed will be used for the fatten
ing and topping up of store cattle and 
sheep, and will probably become very 
useful fattening properties, for part of 
the chilled beef trade stock can be avail
able as fats when other districts cannot 
supply." 

That is the carefully considered opinion of 
the' land cornrnl8sioner, ·vvho know~ his dis
trict. I-Ie points out that the land is not 
only likely to be very useful for dairJ:ing 
but can also be used for beef cattle grazmg. 
The report continues-

" Citrus, passion fruit, and Cape goose
borrv fruits do well, but there is no 
org'anisation to market those fruits, there
fm:e, excepting the citrus, they go to 
waste. 

" In conclusion, I consider that the 
progress of settlement in this district 
must be regarded as fairly satisfadory 
durin"' the last five ye1trs, and with the 
openi~g of other lands in the near future 
the progress in the district should be 
sound and rapid." 

Thrct i, the report of Mr. A. Purdon, who is 
thr: ltutd com1nl~sionc-r in that district. In 
the letter from the chairman of directors 
of the Port Curtis Co-operative Dairy Asso
ciation butter factory-and I take it that 
when l\Ir. vYilson signed that letter he 
exprl.c·ced the opinion of all his direc
tors-we have the verv carefullv con
sidered opinion of the -people who are 
most concerned. the peop!P who after all 
haw pnt their money into the Mackay dis
trict. They say that it is suitable for dairy
ing. 

\Yo hav-e the report from the officer of the 
Dcpartrncnt of Public Lands \v-ho ha.s gon_o 
into the l!lattcr .nd tells us exactly the )10Sl

tion. We have the opinion that the worst of 
this land is the land at present under settle
ment. but in spite of all the hardships that 
haYe been pointed out, the settlers there haYe 
been able to exist. Portion of that land was 
opened when the hon. member for Cunning
ham was in charg-e of th" department. and 
I take it of course. that neither he nor his 
Gov~rnm~'nt opened up this land without 
o'ivincr careful consideration to the chances 
Zf th~ settlers. Therefore, if it was a good 
project to open up the northern end under 
the conditions I haYe outlined, the House 
ran see that wo aro on much safer g-round 
in opening- np the southern encl. \Ye are 
now providing roads which should have been 
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pro,-ided before that northern end was 
')pened up, although, of course, there is no 
~bligation on us to do so. 

Regarding land settlement generally, I 
dosire to repeat what I said during the dis
cmsion on the Estimates of the Department 
of Public Lands: That this GoYernrnent are 
not opening up lands for settlement without 
making the most careful survey of their pos
sibilities. It is the duty of the department 
to do that, and that duty naturally devolve,; 
on me as Secretary for Public Lands and on 
my officers. I have already stressed the fact 
that no land is to be opened up unless the 
following factors have been taken into con
sideration: Land must be suitable for settle
ment. road access must be provided, the 
question of the water supply must be investi
gated, the settler must be able to earn a 
livelihood. The last is the most important 
of all, and a full investigation must be made 
in regard to that qLJestion before we do 
anything in regard to placing settlers on 
new land. All these phases have been con
sidered in this case. and it is the opinion 
of my department that in this area we are 
not m a king any mistake. 

One hon. member mentioned the necessity 
for a soil survey. Mr. Gurney, the senior 
analyst of the Department of Agriculture 
and Stock. has made a ca1:eful analysis of the 
soil and he considers it is very satisfac
tory-~ 

Mr. DEACON: \Vhcn was that analysis 
rnade? 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS: 
Quite recently, just before we decided to 
tinalise the scheme. In addition to examining 
the soil of the area he made a comparison 
of the soils of Eungella, Atherton, and 
lYialeny. He points out~~-and an:v hon. mem
ber n1av read his report~that this ~oil corn
pares very satisfactorily with those of Ather
ton and Maleny which, of course, are good 
dairying centres. 

I de<;:ire now to say a fc~,v ,,-ords regarding 
the policv of the Government in opening up 
new lands for closer settlement. \Ye are 
told b-.- the Lot'J.l Producers' As:"ociatior>-s 
that ,_:e shonld not open further land in 
QuPcn~1and for dair.;ing. I do not think 
that policy should be adopted. \Y c have 
.now on the statute-book an Act that gives 
the Go\ crnmcnt lJO\Yf'r to licen;;:.e b~1tter 
factoric•s. Permission has to be obtained 
from the Governnwnt before any fnrthcr 
factorie,, rna:v be erectccl. It is my opinion, 
and I e!npha:-.isc it again, that there :.tre 
many rndhoLls that could he efllJlloycd to 
increase thP consun1ption of rnilk nncl 
bntter. and those ll1Pthol1s are aYailablc to 
Uovcrnment~. For in~tanrc. this Goyern~ 
rncnt, through their -wisp polic:"T of providing 
'York and arc n1nking available a 
rr---<bonablp of coYJ~tnning po-..vcr, par~ 
ticu1arlv in tho citif';:;. Did not a recent 
vic:itor from Gre-a,t Britain ontline Ydwt was 
bning clone by Gr0at Britain in this direc~ 
tion 1 \Yhv, we have ahcadv done that and 
Urr~Ll Brit.ain i:;; 1ncrel:'<' foliowing Ul)Oll the 
lines that "'" havo alr<,acly adopted. The 
\Yorkers to~day are jn control of a reason~ 

a blo amount of pnrcha~ing po,vcr, and 
imtead of being {'Omp< !led to consum ~ 
dripping and n1a1·garinc are able to pnrchas; 
butter. \Vhen the Yfoore Govermm:nt were 
in llOWf'r it was 1n:;T practice to go ibrough 
the nrious n•tail shops like thos(' of Darry 
nnd Roberts, and I was able to observe that 

during that time the consumption of butter 
dropped whilst the consumption of dripping 
increased. That was the result of the policy 
oi the then Government of no wages fo'r 
the people and no money to buy butter. 
I ascertained that at Bai'l'y and Roberts, 
"~here they sold one box of butter during 
the regime of the Moore Government, they 
are selling ten to-day. I say that advisedly" 

J\1r. KEXKY: I challenge vou to substan-
tiate it. - " 

The SECRETAR-Y FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not c~ne what the hon. member may 
chailenge; what I am stating are facts. 
The figures show that the people are able 
to purchase butter to-day. Ree how the 
figures relating to the sale of butter in Bris
bane have appreciated ! Barry and Roberts 
do a considerable retail trade in butter. As 
I have already stated, during the regime of 
the J\Ioorc Government the sale of dripping 
increased, but when the present Government 
WPre returned to po,ver dripping was rele
gated to its proper place in domestic economy 
-for cooking purposes-and the people were 
one(' again able to purchase butter. 

The same remarks can be rnade in con~ 
nection with tll(~ consullliJtion of rnilk. In 
the days of the J\1oore tiovernment poor 
unfortunate people could nor. purchase milk 
l:ecausc they had no money, but to-day they 
are able to buv it. If anvone will take the 
trouble to visit' the milk b'ars in this city he 
will see what can be done by organised 
effort. It is onlv natural that Great Britain 
:::hould takP step~ to irnp1·ove her O\V!l induB
trin. If anv hon. member will take the 
trouble to n'ud the ·' Telegraph " of yester
day's elate he will there see that the Minister 
for Agriculture in Great Britain attended 
a ~chool \\here a schen1c vvas initiated to 
prm~idc school children with a bottle of 
milk for a halfpenny. They will also see 
a picture of the Minister for Agriculture in 
Great Dritain in the midst of hundreds of 
chilclre11 purchasing their halfpennY bottles of 
n1il_k. ~f th~t C"lil be.donP b:v proper organi~ 
satton 111 Great B1·itain, it can al-:.o be do1le 
in Qnccn~lancl, part]cnlndy in the tnetropoli
ta n area. Ilon. tnc1nber:3 oppo~ite dairn to 
l·cprc f'nt the urj1nar. p!'odncers but they 
:hould tRlk ks::: "and 7Ct bn~;y at organi~ing ai-l 
llJC'rea:->crl COll~unqrr:ou of 1nilk. 1 f thcv rlirl 
that and attended faithfully to the rcquire
mc>nts of the pnmary producers, they would 
no l01~gcr clain1 that it ~xa" futile to make 
1norc land <1"\'ailubll' for ~ettlt~rnent in Queens-
1an<1. The el1ildrrn of :J,Jackav want milk 
~)ut they _ennnot procure it beca~n~e the price 
H too lnglt. The Govcrnnwnt proposE-~ to 

?ut <). ">vi;c pollcy of O]Jcning up dairy 
In the mtcrcsts of tlw settlers and 

the diildren 1vho rcqulrP 111llk ancl buttel~. 
\lacka)~. wi!i ha,,c a milk mpply. Hcvert
Ing a~n1n to lll,'" pet _.;;ubjcct in the -:'\orth. 
I w:mt to repeat that the quantity of 
powdered ancl condensed milk consumed in 
~\To1·t}l QncC'1ISland j~ n record for An3tralia. 
lmt thi~ houLl r:ot Ue c:.o" The d1ilrtre~ 
h>tve right to be SHJ1]1liPd with fresh 
milk. the l'hildr,,n of Great Britain 
can Le supplied with 1nilk at a halfpenny 
a bottle. then the clain~men in Queensland 
~hould get hn,:;;y and initiate a similar schernc 
in this 8tatc. \Yhv arc the n1ilk bars 
cloiog so ,w!l in this ;ity ·; If that organised 
scheme could lH extended and it was possible 
for all school childr~:J tn obtain a bottle of 
milk for a halfpenny, how much more milk 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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would be required? I am particularly con
cerned about the children in 2'iorth Queens· 
land, who arc unable to purchase pure milk 
to-dav. ~lost of mv children were born in 
North QuecmLtnd. and they had to be con
tent with ::\fc,tlc's condensed milk, originally 
manufactured in Switzerland, but later to 
some extent in Queensland, and now in Vic
toria. The GoYernment are going to correct 
this anomaly by opening land for settle
ment. so that the people Jiying in the :'\orth 
can secure ]llll'f' milk and butter from the 
various factories. 

I want again to quote the figures relating 
to the increased consumption of dairy pro
duce in Great Britain-jf increased con
sumption can be brought about in Great 
Britain it can also be brought about in 
Queensland. Oyer a period of four years 
Great Britain increased hN consumption of 
butter by 40 per cent., of eggs by 31 per 
cent .. of poultry by 35 per cent., and fruit 
by 25 pc1· cent. 

I am quite satisfied that the opening up 
of these Eungella Jands is going to do some 
good, not only for this particular area, but 
also for the \Yholc of Queensland. I empha
sise the point that it has not been deemed 
advisable, as one hon. rne1nber suggestt>d, 
to enlarge the scope of the Bill and make 
it applicable to all forest areas. \Ve do not 
propose to do that because the problem of 
each forest and timber area is different 
from that of any other, and \Yhat applies 
in rf''JWCt of this area doe-< not apply to 
areas situated in other districts. \Ve are 
making a careful survey of all forest and 
timber resen-cs. This is the one we have 
started on. and if it should happen that 
some members of the Opposition return to 
this House after the next election thev will 
be forced to agree that this scheme was 
certain!:-· a worthy on0. and that the Bill 
\Yas a Ycry desirable n1easuro. 

Mr. DEACON (C'unninqh([m) [11.13 a.m.]: 
I listened carefully to the speech of the 
l\1ini,tcr. and the most remarkable part 
about it was the things he omitted. This 
has been a forc;;;t f.tl'E'ft for some vcar:5. It had 
been rescned for a State fore,t,· part of it by 
a Pl'eYlOUS Labour GoYernrncnt and rJart o£ 
it bY the Moo re GO\·cmmcnt. One \\·ould 
thini< that tlw :\Iini,;tcr would saY some
thing aLout tltc tin1bcr coutaiued ~on the 
rescn-e, and what would be done \Yith it, 
whc•thcr it \YOn!d be \Yastpd or sold. or \Yhat 
rneasure:" wcr(' to be taken to dispose of it. 
Xot one >vord was said about the timber: 

Another thing that struck me about the 
speech was the one-sided view the :Minister 
takes of two different industries-dairying 
and sugar. \Ye have been told that dairv
ing is o.-crdone, but the l\finiste1· cannot 
sec anv reason whv it should not be still 
more o\~erdonc. ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PT-BLIC LA;o;Ds : I clo 
not consider it is 0\·erdone. It simply needs 
proper o1·ganisation. 

l\Ir. DEACOK: The l\Iinistcr admits that 
prircs in the dairying i11dust.ry arc low. 
Would he gi.-e his appro,·al to the e'tablish
ment of a sug-ar mill on the Darling Downs 
for the production of sugar from bent? 
·would his Government stand for that? He 
''Tants J;Iackay to produce its own cream 
and have its own butter factories, and at 
the san1e time desires that the ~ugar gro-..yers 
in that district should be restricted in their 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

production of sugar cane so that the pric• 
d sugar can be kept high. I am not arg>
ing against that policy in the sugar indrs
ny. nor do I argue that it is not a souad 
po:icy, but it does seem one-sided for the 
:\linistcr to push on one side any argument 
for the restriction of the production of ~ut
ter. and at the same time say that that 
policy is quite right for the sugar industry. 
Low prices prev-ail in the da.iry indu~try, 
and that means low wages and hardship 
for the dairymen, and low wages for the 
employees. If that policy of low prices is 
right for one industry, why should it not 
be right in another industry? vYhy do the 
8overnment stand for that polic:- ? 

There is another matter on which I cannot 
follow the l\Iinister. He pointed out that 
the existing settlers on Eungella brought 
their cream down by pack horses to the 
::'\etherdale railwav station In 1932 I 
travel:ed by motor· car on the road to Eun
;rclla without experiencing any dif!iculty. I 
\Yas told that this road \\'as constructed in 
1912. two years before the first llcitler took 
up land there. My point is thot. the road 
was there then and anyone could drive 
along it. A large number of people had 
been going up to Eungolla by motor cars 
for man~- years. Tourists go up there, set
tlers bring their cream clown the l'Oad, and 
teamsters convey timber down tho road to 
and from the sawmill. :\"one of that v:ork is 
clone by pack horse. The Minister acl<nits 
that. the settlers on these lands have not be0n 
doing well and that they want to sell out. 
Some of them have been there for twentv 
years. In answer to a question the othe.r 
day the Minister said that the ftrst settler 
on Eungclla went there in 1914, so he ha, 
been there t\Yenh· years. The l\1:inister put 
their failure down to want of access. vet 
there is road 8CCCf'S over the 4 n1ilCs "to 
the railway station on which anyone can 
travel easily. It does not require a pack
horse to bring supplies to the station. It 
can b€' conveyed bv motor lorry or horse 
Ychicle by the road that was constructed two 
years before any settler arrived on the land. 
The :'\Iinister also said that the prc"ent 
settlers arc so poor that they want to get 
out. Yet he wants to settle a few more ! I 
had a good look at Eungella for the pur
pose of viewing it both as a timber resen;o 
one! for closer settlement purposes. Experi
enced ·~cttlcrs told me that one of their 
gt'C'!ltest difficulties \\as the cost of clearing, 
mamly on account of the presence of a 
timber ca;led Eung·ella gum, a timber that 
would not burn, so that it was difficult to 
get rid of th(" ~ttlllljl,;;; aud logs. 1\,~o practi
cal men who had cleared hncl tlwrc to'd 
rne that the'· did eo at the cost of about 
£20 an acre:. Onc• of the committee that 
inYe~tigated HH' rnattPl'l in ]929 was }Jr. 
Broob, of the Department of A2Ticulture, 
\\·ho took srrmp1C's of the soil and ·had them 
anaJ,,,cd. They clisclosccl that thP soil v. a., 
of poor rtuality. \Yhen I \YC'nt there thi, 
i-., \".'hat I ~a \V : A eoycring of good scrub 
~oil on tl1e top; underneath was red clay or 
a reel diorite-no soil at all. 

11r. G. C. T.uLOR: Poor old m1sery man 
is at it again! 

l\lr. SPEAKER: Order! 

:Ylr. DEACO]'; : Let the hon. member 
inspect this place before he rushes in to 
interrupt. 
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A paddock had been cleared by the 
Forestry Board for some years and had 
1)ecn sown with paspa]um. In all my travels 
m Queensland the only place where I saw 
paspalun1 beaten by the native grasses was 
EungeHa. It was said that the paspalum 
was wonderful for the first two or three 
years, but with the advent of a poor type 
of native grass, the paspalum commenced 
to die out in patches. That was the result 
in one paddock anyway. 

The results of the dairying operations a.t 
Euugclla 1-lei!Ihts ctin be obtained frorn the 
raihvay return:.: at ~-ethcrdalc. Accordir;g to 
the :.\lini"-'te1·'s reply to rny question) ~"ll)Jll"OXi
matdy thirty-one settlGrs are in that dis
trict. If no milk or cream at all came 
frorn that .country except th~tt supplied by 
those "'ttlers, and a][ thPy r:ot Was a!Jout 
£42 pQr hPad in a good ~·oar, no "\Yonder the:"· 
arc poor: 1'\o wonder they want to sell out! 

The l\'linister stated that the Government 
are not crnbarking on any new settlernents 
without ~nn_kjug full inquiries, aud that 
they would not spend any money without 
proper inYPstigation. Let n1c rcn1inc1 the 
hon. member that his Go,-ernment spent 
£6,000 at Becrburrurn trying to grow 
to!Jacco. 

:\Ir. G. C. TAYLOR: What settled the 
tobacco que:-:1ion ·was the Federal GoYcrn
Inent. 

1Ir. J)E:~cox: It ''"as settled at Beor
burrum because the soil there wac. not suit
able. ~Ien were set to gruw tobacco on 
;;:oil that \YHS preYiously said to be suit
able for piueapplcs and other products; but 
we kuo" the result. Better soil than at 
:Eungella um bo found in -districts up the 
coa.3t. A:-. a matter of frrct, whc?n you cxarn· 
inc the position at Eungella, it is not all 
soil at all. This Elmgella Tablelan-d is a 
high ta blcla nd '\Ye~t oi J\Iackay, covered 
\\·ith crub. It is the shelter and the wind
break for the :\lackav district. Take the 
timber off it and see what diftcrer.ce it 
v ill nwke to 1\Iacka:y in tla~ long run! The 
experience of C\~cry civili::;eJ. country is that 
\Yhcn n1ouutain land i::. stripped of tirnber 
a raoid deterioration of the soil takes place. 
Tha( was the experience in Victoria \Vhcn 
rnouutai1~ous countl'"-~ was strip1)cd of tin1ber. 
. .-\rea~ that IYf'l'C sofd as standing scrub land 
in the Cit)J):-In.nd di::;tJ'ict ~·nr £3 au ilC"I{' (' '1 

11cn,· !Je bought for only £5 an acre, with 
ln:.pron">'llf'llr on it that. nlonc wuul(l eesi" .±..·U 

the land has deteriorated. 
to think for ii t·st. o;: a 

high stripped co·w~ring~ 
to cffpcb cf the y·iurL3. [!Jcy 
:-.tJ·in -·)il. Ful'thC'I'. ncthin:2; <'.,tJF'· b · 
\\"IJC-ll tlH..' ::-Cl"Ub j~ TC'lHOYed 'which ho}d~ 
tltc ~oil i"ogt>ther. Scrub ~oil is eu~ily 
rCTlOYec1; it ,~.-' hf~s awav easilv. Once vou 
t '1 \:c the :::crnlJ oil ran;Y cou;1trv like "the 
Eungclla which al;o lms a ·hig·h rain-
fall. the a"-av of the soil is very 
1 Lpid and ha:::. an effect on the streams in 
the lnrnlitv. On anv mountain land of that 
nahll'E'. g-~ a11~Twher~ you IYitl in ..:\.ustralja 
or anv other countr,-. if the ~crub is rcn1oved 
it "ill become u el~ss in a ver:v short period 
of tin1e. Yet we are nskecl to encourage 
'ett!cl's to go tlwre. I have been asked my 
opinion b:v seYeral people who thought of 
going there. I would not advise any 1nan 
i o go to Eungclla. to carry on dairying, 
ber cWSP the co,;t of clearing that country is 
H'ry high, aml the bncl is of inferior quality 

and will deteriorate when cleared. An indi
cation of the fertility of the country may be 
gathered from the Minister's statement that 
"ettlers who have been there for twenty 
years are willing to sell out and go a way. 

:Mr. \VILL!Aii!S: They are on poorer land. 

Mr. DEACOX: EJJngella comprises prac
tically the same soil throughout. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA:<rDS : You 
know more than our experts do. 

Mr. DEACOX: If the experts have given 
their opinion to the Govcrnrnent, why is the 
Minister afraid to produce their reports? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I quoted 
a report. 

:\1r. DEACOX: There was a Committee 
of Inquiry that conducted inYestigations dur
ing the last year or two and its report has 
not been furnished to this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS : You 
had some of those reports yourself. 

Mr. DEACOK: Xot the report of the last 
Committee of Inquiry. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I will 
make it aYailable to anyone who wishes to 
soo it. 

Mr. DEACOX : VYhy was it kept secret? 
\Ye have the right to know its contents, 
whether it is favourable or unfavourable. 
The )Iinistcr did not quote from the report 
of that committee, but from the report of the 
lloyal Commission on the Development of 
.:\orth Queen,;land. 'rhat information was 
fmthcoming from the evidence of interested 
parties. The Port Curtis Co-operative Dairy 
Association built a factory at a place where 
it could not command sufficient supplies
the pe.>ple in that sugar area would not take 
on drtir:ving, and the Mackay factory was 
lo~ing money. \Ye must discount evidence 
coming from directms of a factory in such 
clrcurnstancc~~- Tht.' ~amp (:l'E'dencp should 
not be given to thei1· opinion as to the 
opinion of a settler: and the settlers have 
ex1wcs~cd to the l\li!li:;;ter ihejr willingnr~s 
to sell out. 

This area is covered mostly by Eungella 
gum and cedar. The Minister has not said 
a ,-ord as to YYhet.her anv marketable cedar 
remain- on that land. 

0 

According to the 
~stimate' that I had, there should be from 
50.000,000 to 60.000.000 feet of Eungella gum 
on that area. which is a soft hardwood. The 
Forestry Department. after severe tests as to 
t~lr· (1U lit~~ of this Eungolla gun1, reported 
that it was onitahle for indoor work. but it 
we.s uot snitable when exposec1 to the weather. 
Ir i, lil.:e of onr other timbers, hoop 
p;ne for that will not stand tho 
"eather painted. 

:\Ir. G. C. T \YLOH: \Yhat is a soft harcl
\Yuod? 

:\lr. DEACO:\: A soft h"n1woocl is a soft 
l, tnhYood-just· that. Xobod~· can clen:v that 

tirnhPr is of \'alur, nnd not n 1vord has 
~aid as to \dn~t i<;j io l;e d0nr~ \Yith it. 

If we !or k back at ilw hiswr:. nf Qnccns
hnd timb~r~ v:r~ shall fl11d tllat n1nny good 
tirnb0rs v,-(~rc ronclonniod at djf'fel""llt. tin1es. 
In 1922 a Bill \Yas introclucc..'d in this llouse 
to ~ctt·le the Paln1orston area. and it \vas 
stated the timbers on that rn·ca. "C>lnut and 
otlH~rs, v:Prc not of 1nuch Yaluf'. Included 
in them Wls a large stand of maple. That 
\Yas only in 1922. The Secretary for Public 

Jl r. Deacon.] 
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Lands at that time. :\Jr. :\IcCormack. stated 
that \Yalnut was a good timber but unusable, 
becau8c it was so hard to cut and difficult 
to handle-in fact, it was not likely to be 
of any use at all. It is now recognised as 
the best cabinet timber in the world. Most 
of it finds a market in An1erica, and brings 
revenue to the coffers of the State. In fact, 
it returns a greater a.1nount of n1oncy, acre 
for acre, than the same land would return 
from dairyiug. 

The SECRETARY FOR P<:BLIC Lums: I said 
we were protecting all the timber. 

Mr. DEACO:\: iYhy did not the Minister 
say so'? 

The SEcRETAHY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : 'l'he 
hon. membc•r did not listen when I was 
endeavouring to tell him. 

Mr. DEACO::\' : The Bill under discussion 
deals with a reserve for timber purposes, 
yet, although we are at the second reading 
stage, we hJvc not heard a word as to what 
is to be done ith the timber, what protec
tion is to be afforded it, and how it is to 
be disposed of. So far as we know 60,000,000 
feet of timber is to be thrown away. Can 
the State afford to do that, especially as it 
will mean t.lw establishment of only a few 
more dairvmen' \Ve are aware that dairv-
men are haviug a bad time. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS : Are 
you opposed to the Bill? 

Mr. DEACON: I am quite against it, 
for the reawns I am giving. I do not rccom. 
mend the throwing open of this reserve at 
the present time. I would not consider it 
at all, because I am of opinion that the 
land is too poor and much better land is 
available elsewhere. The better lands should 
be settled first. IY e should endeavour to 
give the settlers who wish to take up dairy
ing thu best opportunities that can be given, 
and not place them on mountain tops where 
they are doomed to failure. They will not 
only lose the Yalue of the land but also the 
Ya!uc of their labour, and this is costly land 
to clear. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIO LANDS : Seven
teen out ,.f the thircy-ono ,settlers were 
placed there '"hen the hon. member was 
Secretary for Public Lands. 

:\Jr. SPEAKER: Order ! 

:Mr. DEACO::\: That is not quite true. 
The SECRETARY FOR Pt-BLIC LA:>DS : I kno-.,· 

it is quite true. 

}lr. DEACO:\: ::\ot seYeuteen. 

The SECRETARY FOR I'rBLIC LA:>DS : Yes ; 
seycntcen out of thirty-one. 

}lr. DK·\C(I:\ : The first batch of settlers 
cornprised a greatPr nun1ber than that, and 
where ha\ e they gone to·: TJ-. y had
dwindled to fourtcen when I came to aclmin
i,ter th<' department. 

The SECREHRY FOR P-cnuc LA:>DS: SeYen
tet•n. 

J\Ir. DEACON: The number dwindled. 
Is that a recommendation for thrmying open 
these land·. ? The point must not be lost 
sight of that timber is a Yery valuable 
asset. 1r e ha Ye a growing trade in that 
cominodity at the present tirne, and it is an 
industry affonling a great an1ount of \vork 
to tbe rnen engaged therein. Since the 
imposition of the tariff on the importation 

[i1Ir. Deacon. 

of foreign timbers, Queensland has obtained 
the Australian market. The timber indus. 
try provides employment and enables good 
wages to bo paid to the men engaged in ii, 
yet, although the timber industry is a pay
ing one, vre are being asked to throw away 
a certain amount of timber in order that a 
few dairymen may be placed on inferior 
land. iVo know that the dairymen, even 
on the best of country throughout Queens
land, fully equipped with modern machinery, 
situated adjacent to railwavs, are having a 
hard time. In the face of these facts, what 
is to be gained by placing dairyrne11 in this 
area? How can it be said to these people 
that there is a cha.nce of their obtaining a 
livelihood, when we are hilly aware that 
those in other localities are not making but 
a bare living? It is absurd. 

I have gone to the trouble of finding out 
the amount expended by the Department 
of Public Lands in building roads in this 
locality during the last year as compared 
with the amount expended in other locali
ties comprising better country. During last 
year £7,000 odd was spent in the Eungella 
area. That is the largest amount expended 
in any single district in Queensland by the 
Department of Public Lands in road mak
ing, and the work is not yet finished. Does 
that not show that this area is going to be 
an expensive settlement? In fact, it will 
be more expensiye than Beerburrum, and 
with no greater prospects of success. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'HLIC LAKDS: There 
is no comparison. 

Mr. DEACON: That amount was expended 
as a commencement. and the work of road
making in that area is not yet completed. 
Would it not have been far better to spend 
this amount of rnoncv on a settlement that is 
not so doubtful? \'\'e have already the ex
perience of the settlers in the area in proof 
of the statement that it is doubtful of suc
cess. Only a few days ago hon. members 
opposite complained that rlrtir:nneu compelled 
their hands to work for 10s. a week. vVhat 
can they expect from the Eungella land 
with that knowledge in front of them, and 
with a lmowledge of the wages paid to 
workers in the timber industn-? Ts it not 
better to take every possible step to secure 
the timber and market it first., Let us test 
the timber possibilities to the fullest extent. 
This land carries good timber, and if there 
is not a mady market .i ust now let us \nllt 
until there is one. Tho market has come 
for other timbers. and it will come for thi,. 
If hon. members opposite will go down to 
the Forestrv Sonicc sltmvrooms thov \Yill be 
able to seC furniture n1aC\o fro1n ~Rnngolla 
g-um. Let them ask to be shmYH this first
~lass furniture mado from beautiful wood. 

lVlr. G. C. 'l'wLon: How clid they manaf'e 
to make the furniture if thev crmld not gc t 
a sa\Y to cut the timber? · 

:\fr. DEACO::'\: I did not. sav that thr•y 
could not got a f'U\Y to cut Eungclla gun1. 
The hou mon1b0r ~houlcl pay "'o1nc attcnw 
tion to what I am sayinQ'. I <~id t.hat the 
then Secretary for · Public Lands, :\Ir. 
:!\lcCormack, speakir.g of walnut-not Eun
gella gum-said in 1922 thal walnut was a 
usclc~s ti1nbcr because it ,,,cas not possible 
to obtain saws to cut it. I admit that the 
Eungella gun1 has ~on1o cutting difficultic~ 
-it has to be cut on the quarter. but so ha; 
silkv oak. Let us consider the timbers 
that \Ycre burnt on the Atherton Tableland 
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for Yf: ::us becau;;;e they were original~y 
regar.ded as useless. I have in mind tuhp 
oak a tirnber that has con1c Into pron11ncnco 
during the last two or three years bceause 
it is eagerly sought for the plywood trade. 
Millions of feet of this wood were destroyed 
on the ~Hherton 'fablelrmd until a few 
ye~n·s ago, because it was regarded as value
le:-:s. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOH: The same with cedar. 

I1fr DE"\ CON: If the hon. member agrees 
-with rnc then he will 6uroly agree th_at \'Ye 
~hould give the Eung0lla gun1 a tr1al to 
ascertain its COlllllll'l'(;ial value. rrhe ForCS· 
try Department says thttt it has a v.alue; 
all our exports say that it 1s a good hmber 
but it is not fashionable, because there are 
other more fashionable timbers. vVhat other 
timbers were de,troycd in this State for 
many years because they .were regar~ed as 
valueless'? Go into the parhamentary bl]hard
room and see the beautiful billiard table 
made of tulip wood. For years this t.imber 
was destroyed because 1t 1vas cons1dered 
to be valueless. There is hardly a tre"l left 
in Queensland to-day. It has all been 
d0,,troved in our coastal scrubs, It would 
be of· more value to the State to-day and 
\Vould haYe giYon a return in excess of the 
returns that hav-e been secured from the 
land in other directions. ln dealing with 
all our lands we should consider the ulti
mate value of the land and the timber, and 
we should not destroy one asset for the 
sake of assisting an industry that can be 
assisted in other ways. ~, e ha vc plenty of 
land avai]ablo for ~eU!oment in other parts 
of Queensland close to the railway, some 
of it frpehold, but all for sale. If the 
Government are prepared to spend money 
in assisting settlers on first-class land then 
they can do it. They are qmte prepared 
to spend large sums of money. on roads 
leading to a doubtful proposltwn-£7,000 
on this road in one year. and £8,000 at 
Beerburrum. \Yhy not spend the money 
in putting settlers on good land? \Ve ha Ye 
got it, millions of acres of it. Some of rt, 
unfnrtunate1y, is in private hands, but It 
can be bought_ That form of settlement 
has been a success in the past. In the clays 
of mY v-outh practically the whole of the 
Da rli!;g" Downs comprised large freehold 
station properties with only a few settlers 
scattered here and there, but that land 
has been purchased by the settlers. 

The SECRETAHY FOil PUBLIC LANDS: Y DU 
arc m a bad temper this morning. 

Mr. DEACOI'\: I am not in a bad 
temper. I am trying to point out to the 
Mini;;;ter that bP is mak1ng a b1g 
mistake in opening these lands for settle
ment. \Ye should not be worth our salt on 
this side of the House if we did not point 
to the possibilities of mistakes and if we 
did r:ot show that the country may lose 
money o\·cr a proposition like this .. l'>:hat 
arc we here for but to do that'? Th1s rs a 
losing proposition from the start for tho 
settler. It has proved to be for those already 
there. The road proposition is a losmg 
proposition for the GoYcrnn1ent? beca~se 
they could Jwyo spent tho mor~ec· m provld
ing access roads elsewhere_ Why not spe~d 
the money on roads that arc required m 
areas where scttloTs aro a]n,ady ,,,tabltshecl 
and so help them along' Why not spend it 
on access roads to good land elsewhere t~at 
can be settled bv sele-ctors'? Why st10k 
thern up on the n1~untain top? 

1 here is one other matt,er the l\facka:r 
people ought to consider. The Eungella 
State forest is of some value to JV1ackay as 
a tourist resort. It is a beauty spot, because 
the scrub is there, .and because there arc 
some beautiful natural views in addition. 
If that beautiful scrub is destroyed, where 
is the value to the tourists'? \Nil! the tourist 
go out of his way to look at dairy farms? 
The tourist wants to see something natural. 
Uf course, there is a sina,ll reserve, but 
eventually that will dwindle because of the 
settlemer1t that will grow up round It.
V\.,.hen a s1nall reserve is left on a 1nounta1n: 
and the scrub all round it is destroyed, its. 
natural beautv is soon marred bv the influ
ences of the ~~-oather. storms, fire's, and men 
who sneak out logs: Men take ail things 
of beautv from these small resenes. No 
small arc11 of scrub stands for any period 
once the surroundiug scrub is destroyed, no 
matter holY beautiful it may be. If a ranger 
is placed in charge of it the things are 
taken out while he is asleep. That has 
happened all over Australia, and is happen
iniT at the prec,cnt time. We cannot stop 
]JC';,ple from doing it. The depredations of 
yisitors is not so noticeable in a large scrub 
area as in a ~rnall area, such as the Minis~ 
ter proposes to lea v-c for the tourist on 
Euugella. Such areas are of no value at 11lL 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC LANDS : Why 
ehouldn't the children of the ::\orth have 
pnre milk'? 

Mr. DEACO:-i': There is no reason why 
they should not have pure milk. They ought 
to hav-e it. Let me tell you, JV1r. Speaker, 
that there is plenty of land available closer 
to Mackay than Eungella to produce all the 
milk that Mackay requires. Mackay will not 
get its pure milk supply from Eungella. 
The distance is too great. Is it likely, con
sidering the distance by rail and road from 
Enngella, that Maekay is going to get its 
milk from there! It is too far a1vay. If 
Brisbane was dependent for its milk supply 
on areas as far removed from the city as 
Eungclla is from Mackay. the people in t_he 
metropolis would stan-e for the1r mrlk 
supply. :\1orcover, as the hon. member for 
\Yrst JVIoreton rcn1inds n1e, poor land makes 
poor milk. \Vhy not develop the available 
lands close to Mackay if it is a payable 
proposition to produce milk in that district? 
I saw lane! close to Mackav on which dairy
men were doing fairly ...:elL They them
selves told me that the:: were doing all 
right, 1vhile the dairymen on Eungolla told 
me that thev were doing nothing at all. 
When the directors of the Port Curti" Dairy 
Association constructed th8 factory at ::Vfackay 
they did not consider that the 16.000 acre,; 
of !ant! on Eung<'lla would produce all thuir 
cream supplies. At the present time 2,000 
cccres out of the 10,000 acres on Eungella 
luwc been dev-eloped for twenty years. They 
could not hav-e taken that into account when 
building the factorT, and hoped for tho 
dev-olopment of the inchl'try there. The1r 
hopes were centred on the people settled 
on the richer lands along the river flats and 
on the creek banks to produce the cream 
required. They eYidently viewed the position 
in the sugar industrY, and consjdcrcd that 
ll'' the output of sugar-cane was restricted, 
the farmers would put their idle land to 
dairving. Their hopes have 11ot beun 
realised. 

Other lancl has been open0cl for sdection 
in the ;\1ackay district. The Rise and Shine 
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land· are more closelY situated to Nlackay, 
and can produce all the milk required. The 
land ou the slopes of the range on the 
Macka.v side is also closer to J1iackay than 
Etuwefla_ \V e ha H> not heard a single argu
men~ in favour of opening this land. This 
scheme will simply destroy another State 
forest. We have very few State forests. 
l'robablv the :>.1inister will tell me that h» 
dcpartnlont has reserved _so man_Y million 
acrPs for State forests. I recogmse It has 
done so, and I give it duo credit. It is a 
good thing that it should do so, but we 
must look at the are-ts to sec what they are 
snitabh for. Thousands of acres of land 
which have been proclaimed as State forests 
and timber reserve, are poor hard wood land 
oi no Ya!ue at all Pxcept for tirnbl'r, and 
ca.n onlv be ela~f'cd as ~econd-rla',,S and third
class o·i:·azing· land. Therpfore, it ba:-; the 
same ~-alnc ,_for forPst purpo~e~, O..:' for any 
other. All rho,e thou,ancl' of rlu:{t 
huYP lwen nrodairned a:;; Sta tP arc 
poo1~ c;nntr\'. \Yheron::; for the production 
of :-,oft wood-, \VC want scrub country; no 
other countrY is suitable. In Queensland 
we ha Ye not" mc,ny areas of land that will 
o;rm-- soft woods and the more valuable 
fimhers. Once the timber is destroc·ed, the 
land neYer regains its value fl·om a timber
growing point of vio\Y, bcc.Lusc the humus 
is washed awltv. Humus is needed so that 
the timber may grow quickly. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: \Yhere did you get that 
jnfonn8.tion '? 

Mr. DEACOK: u'cc! mv powers of 
ob:;PrYation, and if the hon. ~rncrnbcr did 
lit:cwi:-;( he ·would corne to the san1c cou
{'lu~ion. rrhis js not a party question-! 
n :_dise that sorne of rny co1le,'lguc"- n1ay not 
aa1·oe \Yith xnv vie~-\ s__:_and I a~k all hon. 
~embers to gi~vc the question of forestry a 
fair deal, for the rbervation of land fOi· 
fon~~tr~: pu!·posPs is ·worth v.-hilo fron1 th ~ 
point of view of the State. \Ye should not 
dr -.tro\' fore~\t8 that ha Ye tiu1ber of anv 
,-a!uP "on theru or that mav be of nduP fo~
t,he gTOIYing of ,.oft woodS', when plenty of 
suitable land 1norc clo~elv situated to n1al'-
kcts i-, aYailable. , 

The SLCHET.-'.RY FOR PLBLIC LA~DS : \Yhcrc 
it? 

'\lr, GOllFREY '\IonG.\X intcrjcctecL 

~Ir. SPE..:-\I(ER: Order~ 'Tho hon. n1en1-

for ~Ilu·ila has bPcll fl'(''lUf;lltly cro~~
·whc·n intcrjectioll, lwvc bc:Pn nHtcle. 

hope ht~ IYill clcsl8t. 

J)Kl.C'O:\": \Ye 'uc' mt jruifiecl in 
open ~cr:L lands bocau;:;;c 
g-ood 1nncl:-5 utnil an IS 

llHldt..~ to dt•tPrlllillt' i.lH' j)Ur}JOSC for IYhicJ1 
the\· ar._ rno:"t Yalnablc. '1'bat is quc.,tiou 
that C\ Pr>· hon. 111\'nilJPl' con;..Id(•r. 

t'i.lil ;;L' ·_ut fl·ou1 by ~:To-v;·ing 
wood-. th'- n fnllll operation~, 

a11d the Stat' IYill rcnlif:c a big-g·( profit. 

On tlH' ll!fonnc:tio11 gi\,()il by the ::\Iini~t-"'1'. 
'Ennsclln ic.: uot lik1~1y to be of YB.iuo 
.a . .;, a dairying c:.rtt1l'nH'nt, nor it Le of 

ya]uc as a rnixl'd f~1rn1ing settlc
l.E'CRllS(~ ]t is ~tCt'll COU1l1rv; IYith H 

1~igh rainfal1, and the cxvcrience of so1nc 
i~ that ,,-hen th0 plough is put into 
~oil wn l1(~ a\Yav ·with the first rain

falL Ilon. ni~·nll)l'l'S ~hould cotuiclcr these 
rna1t:c·r~. and tlu: l\IinistPr hitnself IYOuld be 
well ach·iocd to reconsider his de<:ision. 

[ lfr. Dracol!. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: I took 
all these matters into consideration. 

:Hr. DE_\ CO:\": I do not tbink the hon. 
~ent.leinan has, jndging by his speech to-tlay, 
for he ha;:; nol adYallced sufficiPut reasons 
for thror,·incr open this lancl for scttleinent. 
On the ::~/linister';-; o 11 sho\ving, the settler~ 
haYe not rnuch chance of success. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~ms : I am 
sorr:' to hear you say that, be~aU8C you axu 
o11ly spoiling the chance, of success. 

:Ylr. DEACO:'\: I am not. If, belieYin~ 
as I do, I SllOkE~ in favo1,1r of it, I rnight be 
helping to spoil the liYes of wmc men. I 
saw the land. ~When I did throw some open 
when I was Secretarv for Public Lands it 
\Ve-nt againsl n1y graivn. I did not \\'!J.l1t tu 
do it. but my prPdccPssor }Jad rnade sontc 
[H'omioc'. and I did not like to break tho-" 
pronnse:-1. 

A GovERN~!ENT ThiE}IBER: \Vhat about your 
Leader's prornises during the elections? 

Mr. DEACON: If we are going to go into 
those matters we shall get right away from 
this subject. The Minister is making a 
mistake in this connection, and the settlers 
,,-ho go there will also he making a mistake. 
I \rill giye the Minister one example. A 
returned soldier settler in the Kilkivan dis
trict was on an area of land that the depart
ment wanted as additional areas to other 
settlers, and with the a"istance of the Go
vernment thcv canw to terms. He acquired 
a gras'3ecl arCa on Eungella on shares and 
took a first-class dairy herd up with him, 
and afterwards I learned that he left the 
plarc in rlisgust. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: They 
had no roads at that time. 

:Yir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon_ the 
"-'!inister has already spoken on this Bill, 
and he will haYc fortv minutes in which to 
replY. There is no Occasion for continu
al!.~, interjecting and intcnupting another 
h0L member \Yho· is speaking. I hope, 
i het 'fore, he "·ill desist, 

::\Tr, DEACON: There was an instance of 
a prac-tical man J,aking a first-class herd up 
then' and later on letning the place. Can 
tlH~ J\.Iini<:::ter show nlc one instance of a 
settler who has .rrone in for dairying pro
pcrl~T in thf' Eungella distrl<'t and est:tb~ 
lished a hPrd and is still dcti rying there? 
There were thirtv-onc settlers tl1Pr<', and 
son1o have hPen there for twenty years. I 
ha.-e vet to learn of on0 v·ho has succeeded 
f!S a dairyn1an. In no other part of Queens
land can 'we show -nrch a poor record or find 
R1if'h a r)Q()l' 1'8C0lnJl1Pllf1ation for thrO'iYing 
open a State forest for selection_ 

:Yir. G. C. TA YLOR (Rnour;,ra) [11.57 
a.m.l: I desire to Pnlnrg-c on n few poinh 
n~_iscrl lr.r tho hon. n1en1bcr for C1n1njngh::11n. 
wbo cnd01Xoured to th"t land scttle-
lll<'llt when inclulgc-:1 bv the Labour Party 
,,-j]] lw an absolute failnrc. Tn thP first 
plo,rc th0 hon. gentlrman slurp;c:;:tcd that the 
same attituflc could be adopted towards the 
C'tth'lurnt of dairv farn1crs in n cane di . ..,

tl-;ct as conk! lw 'ador,tecl t0 th,, cstahlish-
11l('nt of a sur;ar beet area on the Darling 
Do\Yll3. The ben. gcnt1ernan knows per~ 
fecth- \Yt'll that the people in the northern 
portions of Queensland are faced with 
extreme difficulty in obtaining a pure milk 
supply, I-Ie is perfectly aware of the fact 
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that the Southern States, particularly Vic
toria, suppl_v the north of Queensland with 
huge quantitil's of conJ.cLsed rnilk. Does tlu: 
hm-1. g·eutleuutn consider it better to proYide 
Southern interc>st'3 with a 1na.rkrt for eou
den~ed milk in the :'-< orth than to settle dairy
wcu on the little aYailable land there is in 
the m~ur belt, and thus proyidc fresh milk 
for the JH'ople in that area? The hun. g.·ntle
rnan is making a miss in the point that 
the settlement would be in competition with 
the dairymen on the Darling Downs. There 
will be no- comtwtition with the dainmen 
on the Darling Downs at all. Judging ·h·om 
the remarks of tho hon. member when 
describing Eungella, one would imacrine that 
he was describing the G·ippsland co~mtry or 
the Pyrenees. One would ima~ine Eungella 
was srtuated on the side of precipitous moun
tains. Anyone knows the Eungella country 
does not co1nprisc a n1ountainous range; in 
fact. in the Southern States it 1\"otdd be 
considered practically hilly country. The 
slopes on the .Eungella country are not steep 
and precipitous. and if the arguments of the 
hon. member for Cunninghan1 ,,~ero t.o bo 
followed to their logical conclusion there 
would not Le any settlement on any conntrv 
in Australia whore there were hills ·or rolling 
downs. He claimed that bccau,e a strip of 
timber may be destroyed during the pro
ce'3 of settlement the storms would blow 
awav the soil; in fact, that the soil would 
altogether disappear. \Yhile he was speak
ing I could Yisualise the Mackav harbour 
being silted up within a year 01: two and 
the expenditure on the breakwater being 
an absolute "dead horse" to the countrv. 
H in the course of the settlement of A~s
tralia thP destruction of timber had b<·cn 
prohibited. then "\ustralia would not haye 
been settled. The hon. member wanted the 
House to belim-e that bv the destruction of 
timber in the course o( settlement the Con
tinent \YOuld sooner or later disappear into 
th,, ocean. That appeared to me to bo the 
logical conclusion of the arguments put 
forward this morning by the hon. member 
fo1· Cunningharn. 

The hon. member also gave the House a 
wonderful oration on his knowledge of tim
bers. and he claimed that the gum on the 
Eungella Range 'ras a "soft hardwood." 1 
lraYe yet to frncl either in thP dictionarv or 
m the reports of timber experts the definition 
of a "soft har.Chvood." Either a tirnbcr i~ 
a mft wood or it is a hard wood. Evidently 
the hon. member for Cunningham is a 
" soft hard case." and members of this 
House are beginning to realise that fact. 
There is no doubt that the settlement of 
dairy farmers in the North will be successful. 
The, hon. member stated that settlers had 
lwen in this locality for twenty years, but he 
failed to realise that if the countrv would 
'llpport a dairy farmer and his fa~ily for 
twenty ,-ears there must be some good in the 
-;nil. ThC'rt' i" no doubt that. in the -:\laek~lY 
district. the low-lying country in and around 
the sugar belt. is of no Yalue from a dairy 
farmer's point of view. The land that grows 
sugar-cane is of no value as a dairying pr )
position. and I have been all over the coun
try and practically all over the northern 
sugar belt. The country providing the n0c,es
sary nutriment in the grasses for the, success
ful carrying on of the dairying industry is 
not to be found in the low-lying areas of 
the sugar belt, but in the higher country 
beyond. It must be borne in mind that with 

the greater dc.-elopment of the northern sub
tropical and tropical districts it would be· 
impossible to supply them with fresh milk 
unle2s dairying settlements are established' 
in suitrrblc localities in the area. Milk must 
be produced almost at the door of the con· 
snmer in our tropical and sub-tropical dis
tricts, other1Yise it will not keep, and if 
hcsh milk is not provided then the Korth 
will continue to patronise the southern States 
for its supplv of milk in either powdered or 
condensed fo-rm. Something should be done 
to proYicle a rmrc-milk supply for the chil
dren and residents of the :'\orth of Queens
land. 

~Ir. COSTELLO (l'arnarron) [12.5 p.m.]: 
The Secretary for Public Lands and the hon. 
member for Cunningham have gone into the 
pros and cons of the Eungella area. Firstly, 
I gin' much credit to the hon. member for 
Mirani in this matter. It was he who, during 
many years. brought the settlernent of this 
land before the Government and the Depart
ment of Public Lands. His repre,entations 
ha Ye been verv consistent. becaus0 he realised 
that in and a1~ouncl Mackay the land was not 
good land for such settlement as is intended. 
He also realised that further dairying was 
badlv needed in order to increase the cream 
supp,ly to the new factorv established in the 
Macl;:ay district. 

I haYo had the opportunity of seeing 
Eungella, and I do not agree for a minute 
with all the Secretary for Public Lands has 
statc·d. He pictured it as a land flo,;-ing with 
milk and honev. It must be realised that 
settlers going ·on that land will ha Ye a 
considPrable uphill battle just as settlers on 
any other new area. Settlers going on to 
the Eungella area will have an equally hard 
battle as those going on areas in the district 
of the hon. member for Murilla or the 
Palmerston area. There is no reason to 
expect, especially with the low prices ruling 
for primary products, that the Eungella 
settlers will make a first-class or even a 
reasonable living from the commencement. 
A considerable amount of expense will be 
incurred in rleari11g the Eungella land, which 
carries a fair amount of Eungella gum. The 
hon. member for Cunningham has correctly 
stated that this is a very hard timber to 
clear and a verv hard timber to burn. It 
has not Yfry gr.cat commercial possibilities, 
probablv not so great as the hon. member 
for Cunningham claims for it. It is a timber 
that shrink; considerably in the process of 
seasoning. and continues to shrink for a 
considerable time after it has been cut. 

I do not agrcf' for o:!P n1mnent with the Land 
C'mn1nis~ioncr that t.hcJC' lands are poten
tial areas for the production of chillecl meat 
and mutton for export. I mn certaiH that 
he js n1istakcn. Tlu_' la:ud will ccrtainlv 
grow citrus fruib. but there ;., " vc,y littfc
markct in the ~orth for thPnl. There n1a,~'" 
Le a local 1narket. but \Yhen oue re'lll:;;.es 
ho\v beautiful oran_g'P'<l and passion fruit can 
bl' gr(nnl in abundatH'P in the .:\orth. Olll' 
eau appecciatc tlH~ difficult.v of markf'ting 
this prodnco 11car t.he ~onrc:e of productiou. 

The scttl< rs :1o hn.Yc bet ~l Oll thr• Eun-
g,-lla land ior upwards of t\H'nry ~Tear~ hnYP 
i1oL bcC'n successful because of th"' 1 11nrc 
under which thP land ha, been Ll"dc aYail
atJlc to then1. The :\1ini::-tcr eau conT-'1 1ne 
if I an1 wrong, Lut I fcr·l ccrtaill that the 
land th('l'0 is held under :-'i)CC'i<-d lea:-~c~. The 
p11rty on thi~ ~ide of the Ilon~e clot·:-; not 

Jlr. Costello.] 
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ad yocate a policv of special leasehold, or 
even a perpetual leasehold, but it is a strong 
ad\·ocatc of the freehold tenure. The hon. 
rnernbcr for ~onnanby srniles, but I Ycnture 
the opinion that if this party were in Cc)l~
trol of the affairs of State to-clay the poscJ· 
bility of succe" on the Eungella land would 
be iucrca- eel by 40 to 50 per cont. by the 
rnere fact that -\ve vvould be pre11arcd to give 
the ne\v settler a ternuc that wou1d serye 
a~ an adequate security for the ncces;,'ary 
capital for the de,·clopment of the land. 
The land commissioner points out in his 
report that the settlers who hayc been on 
the land 0\·er a period of twenty years have 
had to contend with ad Ycrse conditions, that 
they were a poor clas::; of sett1er, that they 
had not the use of reasonable roads, and 
conscquf'ntly the areas were not fu1ly 
dm·elopecl. Only a very small proportion of 
the areas has bt~cn dcyelopcd, but huvv could 
one cxp~ct anything else when the land is 
held under a special leasehold tenure that 
permits the GoYcrnment to depriYe the 
settler of his use of the lane! merely by 
giYing hinr six rnonths' notice? The special 
leasehold tennre in existence in Queensland 
is the curse of land settlement, and it has 
Lecn n curs0 at Eung·olla. VVould any finan
cial institution, or even the Agricultural 
B.ank, advanc~J rnoiH'y for tht) devc1oprnent 
of the Eungella land held under special 
leases Y !\~either would consider it for· one 
morn<'JJt. Go to the Public Curator, go to 
a.ny GoYrrunrent institution, or to a priYatP 
bank, go anywhere you like, and sock an 
ath~antag;e based on a special ]ease, and 
you will get the cold shoulder. 

:Yk SPEAKEH: Order 

C\Ir. COSTELLO: I am dculing 1rith ihc 
po -~ibility of th{~ ::;uec ·s:; for 1hi· s·"ttlcrne11t 
en· otherwi~c. 1 tl!n prPdicting tlwt it will 
he- '1 fa ilun~ nnc:cr a special l('as.eho;cl 
tc~nnrc. 

:\!.-. SPE.\KER: Orrln ~ Tile Bill pl'o
Yit1{..: fol' tltc cutriug np of portion of a 
Stare fore:"-t. l'lan P 2 pro,·idt ., th "it 
land .~hall bL• aYn.i~ablc for 

:..:.<..<t tion or shall bP ot~tCJ'<\i;-;e 
undPr the La1Hl ..:\et in all n•spc·rts 
u~!1 land h<1d 1'.('\"''r pnrt of 

s~ ;te .fot·c·~r. l that hon. 
\\·ill. liOt indul{r,~ a. (:reucr>al 
o:1 tlJ\' Yariou:-; 

0

fOI"tll~ of fand tr-nurc under 
c~,yer of this DilL Lie would not be in order 
i1: l~o:ll;; ~o. lit· l'L-ft'r to 
htt lw \Yill 11ct be ord<'l' in 
a ,!.;··-'l:li'l'al tii ,_.. - lt;n on land t.ClJun 

L \:\"L" The' re 
~-}Jcrc· ;irC'Jl hy 

.\ Otll' 

wii11 tlc• 
:-.Ul and t.~\(..' 
1 C' :~Ill' iinporto,llt f[lc-iors 
111 tL·n -:u · YC' point ..... tl that 
tlH• ctt 1 c.~u'!Jt :-o far hn-.. b, 11 a 
bu ,JlJ:·..t' of tiH' ~~jJ('('ial h a~ehoid tc•J!1l~·c. Thi..; 
foi·nt of if'HHI'·~ h •s not cottdur('d to goud 
~eHk:ll!TlL 1 han; r fPl'l'C'~l 10 tlH· 1'ClW1't 

the luncl ron1n1i~.:.iuncr, \Yho points out 
tiH~ :-"ttl._'l"::> <"!.n: an_,·tbill''"" bnt pl"L'-

p"rO<!·. If l ·,.f'1"L' a prc•.;pccriYP :.::~tt1t·t' en 
Lhc l:~r d. the l"PP'>rt h,~ 

I should ypry doubtful 
on the !awl at all. , in 

\'l( 1\. t{ ;ntn• t!lld 'I" ,, hi{'h 1_, 

lu·ld. : fo·~ i..'Ycl· . ..Ylr. I 11:1:i not 
L.tbour thn t phac-:.u of any 

[Jlr. C: o.>i cllo. 

greater length. I strongly advise the :3Iin
ister to make the conditions of tenure even 
better than perpetual lea,;ehold-that is to 
give freehold tenure, and by that m~an,; 
make it possible to improve the prospects of 
scttlcnwnt. 

I do not agree with eYervthing that the 
1·Iinister has said, or \vhat his own officers, 
or the officers of the Department of Agri· 
culture have reported about the suitability 
of this land for dairy purposes. This land 
mig-ht be dasscd as second-rate scrub land. 
l can assure the Minister that the sdector;; 
,,-ill experiem:e difliculty \\·ith Joln son, and 
orhcr foreign gras~es, which will eventu
ally starnp out the artificial grasses so neces
sary for dairying. J ohnson grass, and sirni
lar gra "sos, flourish on impoverished land. 
and gro\V \\ith greater rapidity on such 
land than artifwial grasses. Artificial 
gr:ts~es may stand for a few years, but, as 
evt~ryone experienced on the land knows. 
thcv haye manv natural enemies to contend 
agUinst. ~ 

The policy of opening up State forests has 
been under consi-deration for a very long 
JWr;ocl by both political parties. I, for one, 
do not stand for one moment for the pre
oen-a tion of land for forest or timber pur
poses if that land is suitable for closer 
settlement. If this land is as suited for 
dairying purpoeeo,, as the officers of the 
department- clairn, I have no hesitation in 
adyocating that it should be opened for 
settlement, because closer settlement is badly 
lle<,ded in that locality. I do not support 
the restriction of land settlement. If we 
embark on such a polic,· we shall get to a 
dead encl. \Ve need fresh avenue-, for the 
development of our prirnary industries in 
order to create greater wealth, and more 
employment for our youths who are con
tinually con1i11g on the labour nrarkct. Re
triction of land settlement is advocated in 
?\orth Queensland probably by thme who 
Png-age in the dnirving industrv in the 
hoi10 that they wiil 'prcsel'Yo th,; markets 
ih< y ha ye for their own industry. I agree 
with the Minister that we cannot for one 
rno.r.:.1ent consider th{ n1; we must go ahead 
whether condition;,c arc adverse or not. 
Land settlement must continue to g·o ahead 
whcreYor it rnay exist in this State. \V e 
Lavr! uot thousands of ac-res of fu·st-class 
agricultural lAnd for settlement, as the hon. 
na'mh•'r for Nlurilla savs. Our areas of such 
luncl a1·c x:ot unli!nit('c1. 

~,lr. \',~II.LT·\11S: 1-Iear, hcnr: 

:I fr. COSTELLO: \\',, han1 a fair amount 
cf fairly g·oocl !rtnd, portion of which has 
bceil reclaimed from prickly-pear by the 
cactobla tis. The opening- of that lane! was 
heg·nn by the :vloore Government and con
tii;uod by tho present G overrnnent. I refer 
pa niculrulv to the Chinchilla lands on the 
\Yc,tNH I{ailway. If we had at Eungella 
a similar largo area of land to throw open 
1'· '-';';c-ct ion iL woqld Uo snapped up as roadilv 
as that land. I claim that the ),linister i"s 

ilLcd in accepting- the report of his ofliccro 
opC'n up the EungcJ1a lan{b dairy 

Tktt clnbS of sctilcnwut badlv 
in the J\Iackay di,trict " 

:\lr Sl>E_\K.EH.: OrJer! I haYP on rc!iec· 
Lon dPciJ.ecl that I \Yas not right in intt~l'
YC·J~ing and prt'YcnLing tho hon. n1cn1ber 
from the c\a;::.s of tenure under 
wltich should be selilul. 

Ol'l'OSll'IOX J\TnlllERS: HcaJ\ hear~ 
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:\fr. COSTELLO : 
Speaker. 

Thank yon, Mr. 

:\'or do I agree with the hon. mcm!Jer for 
Cunninghau1 that there is an abuudance of 
laud on the river flats and creek bank~ about 
l\Iackay suited for dairying. I arn con
'"''·ced that that land is not at all suited 
for dairying. If it is desired to extend 
dalr,ving in tltat dish·ct it rnust bo cxtendetl 
on the highyr lnncl in '''hat we aro rr~fcrring 
to '" the Eungelln settlement. 

I agn::p with. the poljcy of opening up 
foJ'!>t._ a\cas suitable fo1.· closer sottlmnmn, 
nnu l ac.vocatorl that policy as a supporter 
of th,c ::\loorc Go1·ermnent, <>specially when 
~hat land. vva;;; not. carrying any groat quan
titv. of t1mber on it. I do not wish to 
sacnfice our forests entirely. for we need 
them, hut we also need good land for 
spttlL'ment, ('.Sllecia lly in thos(1 districts 
'.-:hen; butter and dairy factoric.s cxjst. 

Th :t LringR rnc to another irnportant 
'1ue~t1on, that of the t;_:lnporar·v use of State 
forc3t land. Prim- to the ::>'roore Go,-ern
llH nt',.; fief eat .. I understand, a Forl'strv Bill 
tY~s prepared COi.Itainiug pl'OYisior;.s ~ that 
d:h•red a tenure to settler's on SLLh: forests 
rhat was better than lhc leasehold tenure. 
I o1n no~;· of the hard WGod forests 
pttl ticularly. and C\T!l'e.;:;:.s. pine lands a lonp; 
the \\'est and South-Western Lino, wher'e 
Lr;rge tll'C~ls are heJd under special k•a:3c~. 

~-\t 12.18 p.m., 

I he~ Cl.L\HDL\:-; 01 CoJDIITTEI·:s (i\Ir. I-lanson, 
lJunrmla; n;lip\-(~d ).Ir. Speaker in ihc chair. 

::\Ir. COSTELLO: I )wye alroadv described 
the lca:---cho1d tenure ur~·der which 
tile a lca~c for a period 
of ten yeur~ to dc,terminatlon on six 
tnontb~' !.Wtiec Dep~trtrncnt of Pu~lic 
Land:--. l1Wt l'f'C('lYCs no protcctro:J 
frotll the Co\-('l'lltllf'nt in regard to anv lrn
]lr(P cmc>nt~ tlwt be may 0fft~,·t. Of cOur:...,C'. 
lf _:u10thcr se lee tor buys hirn out ltc cu~ 
darJJ_l con1peu~·1tion fro1n hi1n i11 respect of 
t-h(• JJnrn·oYenF·nt."" :::nnendPred, but on the 
''hole tLe (dnclitiolls laid do\Yn do not con
duc~l' lo goC?d scttlf'rneut. If a s]H_'cial leas 
o_f tY'i'f'nty·Plgh_t year.;, ~ubject. to a pre';'Cl'Ya
tJOn of the ngLts of thc Forcstrv Denart
Inen!: in ,l'('gard to t~rn1Jer, were. gra;ltC'd, 
a much llettcr lq1c of sdilce >Hnllcl be 
oll1amccl. ::\lor<•o>N. such settlers would pro
bably line! !hat with such a tenure thcv could 
;-;c•c:urc funds for rh.'\·clopmc11tal pl~rposcs. 
;;:L h n-::; v.-ater ('OliS('r\·J.tion, f{~nci11g, and th(; 
provi'-ion qf fire breaks with which tho 
Forcstl'\' Dcpaetment rs' particularly con
C(•rned.' 

::\lo't of the lend I have in view in tl,·.e 
;;:outlJ-\n_·~tcrn diqritis has for manv vcars 
hPen. a b1·eccling-grouud foe all the pests 
nnagmable. It wa~ one of the worst breed-
1llg-grounds fo1· prickly-pear until success 
attended the dforts of pear eradication. 
Jo-day it is ~ breeding-ground for dingoes, 
1oxc·", n1ar~up1ah. and probably for the grass
hopper_, whosr. rrrYages are now the subj0.ct 
of 1:\rcat attentron. All these pe,ts naturally 
thn,-e m the alscnc·-' of the settlement that 
would combat tlwm. So far the tenure ha 
been _the obstacle to the successful settlement 
of th~s lanrl and in con"iclering the openi11g 
up ot new lands or the reclassification of 
forest lands. the }1inistcr would be well 
adyiscd to approve of a tenure of twrnh
eig-ht yean for settlers on the hardwo,;d 
fore't' in tl1c ;outh-westPrn district'. 

In the settlement at Eungclla, the Agri
cultural Dank will naturally come into the 
pictun', for the prospective" settler will pro
bablv seck fmancial assistance from that 
instiiution. :\'ow, I claim that something
must be done immediately with the Agri
cultural Bank if it is to assist settlers so 
that tLey will haYe a rcason11ble chance of 
bccorning succesdul. For the last few ye.ar-.: 
the Agricultund Bank ha.s been of litth" 
or no use to land settlement in Queensland; 
in fact, to-tb.y that institution is in a worse 
condition than evce it has lleen in. Only small 
adYances arc n1adc. and the conditions im
posed on these insufficienr adyances .aro very 
hara,sing. The fact that the interest rate 
is stll i 6 ncr cent. per o.Hnum jn respect 
of ad\"ancc~ by the Agrirultural Bank _,peaks 
for iLPlf. Onlv t'PC'f'ntl-- the Premier claimed 
that the lirst "action ,;f the ::\Tooro Govern
llll'llt should hnY<? been to n_"duce its intPrest 
rate . Probahh~ we agree vvith thP hem. 
~·cntlcnwn Lnt, it js no'te , ortlr.- that up to 
tlu_, monw'nt the Agricultural ·Bank. which 
is controlled UY th~~ GoYCl'llflH:'nt, hn nor 
r·cdncec1 the int~crPst rate. Of cour~e, it ~i'J 
proposed to rcdw.·c il1c i1ltl'l'P:-t rat0 in tht~ 
new ;year; but that tlrnc is not yet here, thr
dcpres,;:;:.ion has existed for six .YNtr~. and the 
Ag-rieultural Dank has not helped sdtler' 
one jota bv vvav o£ reduced intercsL I 
appeal to the Jl.l!nister to mp his influenc" 
,,,ith lhe Cabinet to ha,-c better and more 
rNtsonablc conditions applicable to the Agri
cnltLu·al Bank po:lcy, which nt present places 
people in difficuitics rather than afi'ord' 
1 hPnl as~istancc. 

I ha\'e 110 objection to supporting- the 
~ccond reading of thi~ Bill. and won1(l_ giYc 
one tYc::-d of adYiCL to pro.'-pcctiyc sc~tlcr~ .at 
Eungclla~that is. not to t:t.ke PYPr~Ythnq:r 
by the N!ini,tcr ""cl hi' stuff as 
b;,cau.~c thC' difficultie~ a~~ociatrcl \Yith cYery 
o( her "·tt lcmcn t >Yill ha ,-o to be OYCl'C'ome. 
The country ocing made antilable i• pro 
lwhh· tlw l""'t in the di,nict. a1•d. if T \Y"l'" 

SN-r~'tn rY for Public Land;;;, I should ha..-o 
I;o he~itahon ln ruakin'.!' it aYailahlc for 
~cttlcment, for it will mrrkc fot' cleYelopn1ent. 
for the sucecc~ful working of the proposNl 
butter factory, and for tlH' provision of a 
hotter milk .snprtly in tLr Mackay area. 

Mr. HA YES (T11nrlflh) [12.24 p.m.l: Th" 
n'awns a<h-anced bv the hon. member for 
r'nnninghan1. an c'x:-Rccretar: for _Public 
Lands, arc beyond ihf~ ccnnprchcn~1on of 
lnost hon. rnen1bers. It is ;;:nffleicnt for me 
to refer to the reasons given by the pains
taking dcpartrnonl-al experts. tog-ether "·itb 
the g-eneral knowledge of the :Minister in 
relation to this -district. 1\ianv people after 
VIs1t111g a rlistriet eon~ider they pO' "f'SS 

expert knowledge of its potentialities, and 
oftpn find fault with something on which 
their opinion is •mrthle". I think the 
attitude of hem. members opposite rs 
governed by tho fact they arc in Opposition 
and consider it is therefom their duty to 
find fault with the poliey of the Gm·ern
ment, although privately they are thorougi1ly 
in agreen1ent \Yith it. The 2\iinistt•r f'tated 
that the rainfall on this portion of the 
Eungella forest aYcraged 60 or 70 inches 
per year, and had neYer fal1Pn below 31 
inches, so that it is practicalJy drought
proof. It is 3.000 feet abo.-e sea ]eye] and 
lies in proximity to mountain rang'''· \Yhero 
countrv is thic·klY timbered the> rainfall is 
genora.lly in excess of the rainfall in country 

Jlr, Hayes.1 



1306 Eungella State Forest [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment of Boundm ies Bill. 

tl1at. is 
timber. 

sparsoiy timbered, or devoid of 

The hou. rne1nber for Cunuingha.rn rcferrc<l 
ro . the valuu of Eunf!el1<L gun1. I wou~d 
ton1ind that hon. gcnt.lcn1an that the por
tion of the forest· that is being thrown open 
arnounts to 16,000 acres~ leaving a ba.ldm:e 
of 80 000 ucrc;-, whi('h will Inakt~ a1nple pro
Yilim'l for the' propagating of this iin1bcr. 
R<'centlv I had the priYilego of accompany
ing the' Secretary for Public Lands on an 
oxtr>nsiYe tour of :\'orth ()uocusland; and 
whilst there I <cYailccl mysc'lf of the oppor-
1 uHitY of n1aki110' rnv~elf coaversa11t \Yith ihe 
vario~ns jndu::tri~s that arc to be found in 
that )JOrtion of the State. A vi,it to the 
northern portions of tlic State is very cdura
t·ional to people who hvc 111 the Sc;uth. 
The eoll:-.l'Ibas of opinion 1~ that ::\orth 
Quccn:<and is ee--;c_~lt_iaHy a sug.ar-proth:cing 
<trl'a. I 8gree that the pro::<p:•l'lty of ::\orih 
tlnc•ens]and, and largely the prosperity of 
~outhern Qucens1<l!~d, is very tn_uch bou~u_-1 
np in the sugar 1nclustry. It 1s. Psscnt~al 
that \\C shonld pncourago othPr Jndustnes 
as ,..,-vll as the ~uga1· inLlu~try; and the Go
Y-..'rnnwHt arc a\~lake to that need, and are 
opc'Hi11g up suitnblc :ands for dair_;'il~g vur-

i" I'iorth Qnc'cnsbnd. Ycl'Y httlc of 
rich scrub lands of ~orth Queensland 

\'ras medc' avai!oblc by the :\loorc Govcrn
;ment, a11rl the Labour Go-.,·c rnmcnt arc has
ieuinrr to rc1ncdv their ncg;cct. The J\linister 
has a~1 cxien~i\·C prograrrnnc in hand for the 
('~rlv OlJL'nino· of the Clu111p l.>oint area, 
n~'al~ TL~ll\,- (·~nupri~ing about 17.000 acres; 
thr~ Palnler:-.tu11 arcct, near Inni~fa.il, com
pri~iug :tbout 16,000 acres; and Julattcn 
area, near Port Dou.u-L:t:'i .. COlllllrising aL )Ut 
.:J,OCJ acres; the Boonjee 1a11cls. near :i\lillaa 
~\Iillaa. l'-'Hllprising abont 6.200 acres; tho 
~Iourilyan :tl·ca, eou1prising about 2,000 
.a('n' ', ~lllfl thP .Japoon arec~ IH,ll' Silkvrood. 
. , .)lllpri-.ing· nhout 3.-GCD ;:uTc". The finu 
{ 1]liJJion of the prt_:::;ent GovL·rnment i;3 thnt 
'n<l-haL:llHed illdn~trie:-:; a1~: e ~ential for 
:he propc1· dt_,,·t:loprnent of an~- part of this 
Statf'. On ~ugar alo11c the pot-cntialit.iPs of 
Qut•en,]and \Yill nover be fnllv doyelopecl. 

1\h. :\Ioorm: \Yho wrote that for you Y 

:\lr. H_\ YES: :\'ot LiitlPr. ''ho <lp:J!ir·s 
thL' hon. H:t mh(·r ancl other Oppo.~11in:1 
llll~lldJor::-. with no; to s11cak frolll. 

An progrannne of .l<tnd set~lc-
n1L'lir l't_•sult·,,l in the ope111Tif4, dunng 
the t\YO years of Labou1~ adrninistra
tion, of an· area of over 11,000,000 acres. 
),\though the sfwop nnd cattle rndustry 
"ill for dec-atlf'-: to cornc suppl.Y the 
State's chid primary woaltll, the~ will 
ncYer be capable in themseh-cs of nmmtam
ing a. largo popu latJon on . th? land. ~'~any 
pC'op1e in the ~tatC' arc f~any1ng an~ n11xed 
fa.r1ning. and yrc are do1ng. s.o1ncthu;g th~t 
the Leader of the OppositiOn, w1th hts 
eharacteristic little grin and side glance, 
keeping hi~ eyes chit'ny <?n the: carpet -and 
:-n1dom looking OlH' straight 111 t~w face, 
cannot sa,. that he is doing. Ho mtght say 
much to the discredit of the people who are 
in control of the Fcrleral GoYPrnment for 
not protecting the State of Qur>ensland. 
TheY ha Ye failed to l ~pond n1oncy, or make 
moi;e,- available for the protection of the 
coast ·line of Queensland. The Labour Go
v<'l'timcnt in this State arc doing that by 
throwing open these areas and seeing to it 
that thev are mado available for the purposes 
for v;hi~h they arc suitable. 

l JJr, JJa:lPS. 

During my tour in ;'\orth Queensland 1 
"·as struck with the remarkable fact that 
in those areas given to the cxtc11si\·e grO\V
lnu of suuar not even one CO\V was kept 
fo~ tlw pu~TJ~se of providing fresh milk for 
the sugar groyvors. -unfortunately, 1~1 tl:e 
~orth it is very rare to have cow's nnlk _In 
one's cup of tea. Skin1 a!ld conden'-'o~l nulk 
are extensively used. ~'~1s Labour Govcru
nlcnt arc making provision for the supply 
of a commodity essential to the health of 
the :"Jorthcrn community by opcnmg up 
1ands suitable for dairying. The people .of 
the Korth will tlms have the opportumty 
of obtaining a supply of pure fresh nulk. 
Approximately 1,250,000 lb. of pmnlcrecl and 
coudcn'3cd n1ilk an' imported yearly 1nto 
QuePllf·dnnd frotn S~uthPrn State"·.. I cannot 
allo\v ihc opportunlty to pas~ 1'-'1thout ~m:v
ing a_, fc\Y \Yords in co1nn1CIHlatiou of the 
:flrn1 of Frank Fra~cr and Cornpany, of 
Ingliam. It has displayed Ycr0 great entol:-
1Jri'2 by c-.;tablishing a .Plant for the _I)astcu.n
Ration of 1ni:tc Supplies of pa,teunscd milk 
haYe been forn-anlPd to Mount T'a and also 
as far a\Yav as 3aYa. 

During i.,bc tour I have n1cntioned the 
party ucllPd d Silbvoocl, \Yhcrc the butter 
fo.cton wa.' oHiciallv opened on the clay of 
ou1· a;Tival. ThPre ~is no rca:-'iOll \Yhy dairy
ino- should not be carried out to a greater 
extent throughout this portimi of tho State 
than at the pn'~ent tin1c. This can only 
hl' UmH' LJ_v n1akiHg suitable luud .ava,ilable 
for the pnrpmoc. The finn of F raser and 
Compan~T' of lngharn, has o 1 i'('ad:: :-,bo\vn 
\\'hat ca11 be -...vith the dairying indtc:;;t_r:v 
in th,• c>n:l dcnJoc~tt'at('d that n11lk 
van lw tr 'll pnrtcd a di:-;:tan('L' of 800 rni1c~. 
QucstiO!lillfl:' a llll:.Ulb' I' of thi'" f-inn as to the 
1;rosnceb ~fo< tlw cxpan~ion of li" ~t, l \\·,-~ 
iufol:rncJ 1 hat the finn '\\ J.S looking forv'. ard 
to t hr~ ~-\ bc1 ~O\YriP fann ::-:eh eo~ a~ being 
u.not h~'l' ~ourcc of n.1ilk supp]:- . 

I ha'\ e very great plca~urc i11 suptJorting 
this Bill. 

:Hr. EDWARDS (.ranango) [12.35 p.m.]: 
I do hope that the GoYernmcnt will careful!~, 

the whole position. Our past 
in the 1vaY of land settlement 

l>a ,-c not been of tho host. It must be 
admitted that mall,\' :settlements in the past 
ha,., either created considerable difficulties 
for tJ,, -ctilcrs or ha ye been practically total 
faihAn '3. 

~lr. LLE\YEL vx : There arc always a great 
nun1bcr of applirants for land in ~ew settle
HlCni areas. 

:i\'Ir. EDW ARJlS: That is llO argnment. 
I hopr- tlwt thi.;;. land is not lH'i11g 1nad0 
a\ nlL1 blc sin1nlY bC'cau-.e it i.;;; anticipat0~ 
that there y;-ill be a large tmruber of appli
(Ltnts for the 1and. In Jnauy ca:;:cs people 
arc prepared to takr up land on the chance 
of earning a liYelihood, but the hon. membe:· 
for Toow'oomba knows as \\ell "' I do that 
1nanv afterwards great diff-iculti( ~ have 
bt>:;;('t and the State Las 1nf'UJTf'd c:=:-n-
~idcrablc loss in thcso yenturo,. The settlers 
l1a ,.C' struO'rrlcd for years iu an endeavour 
to make a

0 

;uccc-~s of their holdings. I cou1d 
recall n1anv failures in this connection. but 
I need only in'-tance the case of 2\iount 
.\bunclance. 'whrre land was repurch':s:d a_nd 
made antilablc for selection in antic1pat:on 
of wonderful r<:'snlts. At the outset hrgh 
re-nts ''Tcre chargpd) but thc'y haYP all had to 
be rrducNl. A considerable am01;nt of 
monev has been lost in connection With the 
ropm;chase of this estate. I could refer also 
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to many soldier settlements. \Ye also ha YC 
an illustration at Bcorburrum. I rnerelv 
point out these things bv wav of caution tO 
the Ciowrmnent to proceed carefully, \Yatch
lllg e\"cry -top the;.· take. After all, one 
prospercus settler is \vorth 1norc than a 
dozen scttler_s struggling to deYolop ihcir 
country._ I smcerely hope that the Eungella 
laHd wdl prondc tlw prospecli.-e sett le1·s 
'' Ith a good chance of success. 

I feel that for many years the Fore·;try 
Department has adopted what might be 
termed a dog-m-the-manger attitude tmYards 
land scttlenlellt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: Hear, 
hPar; 

:Vlr. ED\Y.ARDS: The Fo,·estry Depart
ment has not "at· ked lwml in hand ;c;ith 
land settlement. lt has l>Ot adopted an atti
tucic of grYe-aHd-t·tl.;:E~. EYPn in those cases 
where f~l'Ostr:. land jp not. growiug ti1nbor 
.~~lC~e:.;;hllly and has no cha_JCi' of gTo"\ving 
tnn~cr fC?i' a 1nunbl'l' of years, lH'l'ha_p~ 
dun~1g tlus generation, it has not co-lnc for
\Yard to ~J.~,. '' rr1 his }uncl Could be b ~tter 
used for laud ~ettl('ujent.'' If a. ~llC( t':'is eau 
bee made of the s of the Eungclla 
lands then there \\ill ~OllH' guiJe a·. t.o 
\\het her other forest lands coulcf be usefulh· 
wade aYn.ilable foe clo~L' settle1TI1~nt 0nabling 
fanners' ~·Jns ~t lc~tsr. and perhaps outside 
pe( Llle, to aYall thcJlJse1Yej of t1H' land that 
they urgently require. 

The SECRE'l'.\RY rou FnnLIC L_·~:::' 
haYiog a surYey nw.cle of all tht• 
in lJuccns] an cl. 

\Ye am 
laud~ 

:\Jr. ED\Y c\RDS: undc'rstand that that 
1~ so. HecentlJ a tribunal \Yas sent to 

iuto the forpst are~LS in the -Yarra
and Blackbutt districts. I 

~l.tinistcr that a clau~e should 
thi· Bill \;hereb·· it should 

be lPft open to th' Gon•nln1l~nt t"O deal with 
1 Lo;o land-- ·ithoui fnrth0r legislation. I 
noi1ce that tltc fer Pu".'i'" Lands 
ic., smili11g. I i~ thinking that 
the hon. lllCrHbcr Cunnlno·harn wouhl bP 
dcfiJ:itcly opposr::l to m:-.T suggestio!1. but if 
:-:.cruh land a1ong~idc the railw1,v line is 
110t bci11g used, n1Hl is Lot lik~·lv t'o be u~ed 
for fort' -1-r.\' purpo:-:c .. thc•r(' .-honl~l be : 
in this Bill allo,Ying the GoYerrnncnt to 
re1ca~c that lnnd for do~,c s ·ttlvntcnt. I 
c 1 ll eonflrn1 the lnT the Sccretarv 
for Public Lands som0 ·butter factorie"s 
cannot bo bl·oug-ht to their hig-ho,t point of 
CC'onomic de,Telopmcnt bccansn of the exist~ 
Pnce of forc;,t and tirnber reserves adjacent 
thorclo: The settlers arc called upcn to bear 
t1 f'Oll~Jclcrnblc~ burden 111 connection vvith 
roacl construction and in other directions 
bcc·ausc large forest. reserves are \Vithheld 
from close settlement bv the Fore·;trv De
partment. I am not arg\1ing that we should 
not. pursue a reasonable policv of reforesta
tion. I believe that our forCstr-.;T activities 
~l10uld b<c ~xtendod. because in th'at wav the 
State will be as~isted to obtain a r8t.urn 
from much of the moncv that has been 
expended in this nuntry." 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA:-ms : IV e 
have now the big):re-st area eyer reserYed fot· 
forests in the history of Queensland. 

:\fr. EDWARDS: That may be so. I have 
h_cn.rd the opinions of practical men in the 
t.nnhcr mclustry on the policy of retaining 
huge' belt, of forest country alongside the 
railway !me. These men have no axe to 
gTind, but they ha,·o told me that in many 

cases reforestation will not be successful on 
manv of the areas, and that they will not 
produce timber of any value for a consider
able time to time. Those forest and timber 
reserYes penalise sctliers on t~1e neighbouring 
land. Therefore, sonous cons1deration should 
be giYen to any request to throw such land 
open to settlement. By doing so the Govern
ment would afiord Ml opportunity of estab
lishing a prosperous sottlcn1ent, adding to 
the \Yealth of the district and relieving the 
r1cljacent settlers of the clifficnlties they suiTor 
from the depredations of marsupials and 
other pests, and noxious weeds, which have 
tlwir origin in State forest reserves. The 
po,ition of c-ettl<'rs is nO\\ made so difficult 
from those cans<'s that in hundreds of 
instances it is impossible for them to make 
a, living. 

The settlers arc at a di:3ad ~-a.nt.age in rnany 
way~. They are handicapped in 1na.d;;::eting 
thei1· product with dhpatch and thus keep
ing- tho onpplios of their bntter factory 
up to a satisfactor.~T l(~Ycl. State forest 
t'escrYCR in man~- cases depriYe t.hc1u of access 
by g·oocl roads. Local authorities are loth 
to construct a road tha.t will benefit only 
half a dozen settlers. Thev are also at a 
(lie advantage in respect of Schools for their 
children. In fact. they arc penalise<! in 
CYcry .direction. Therefore, I agree \Vith 
the ::\Tinister that \Ye should take into con
sidc·ration whethel· the State forests and 
tin1Lcr l'l'SPrYcs should be retained in the 
bc•:'l intel"C'i'ts of the Shtc. l rlo not hold 
with the opinion that immediatelv any land 
is tl1rown O]Wll to closer cettlemcnt the 
settlers get into difficulties ancl become a 
greater disadvautagc io the State than if 
the l:tncl [!"l'C\.- '1 fc-;y f-'tick..:; of timber. Pro· 
vision nll{-~t ahn(VS bP n1acle fur settlement, 
\Yh>othcr for onh- a few families or otherwise. 
J 1abour n:u' t bP ('ngagc, 1 io a ... si~t thern. 
~lrn1~- of the :--oHlor~ rear falllil1es ancl require 
work of Yariou~ kinds to Le perfonnccl. 
Indirectly tlwY arc producing from the hncl 
a1mo5:t in1mPdiatelv. and at the sainl time 
assi:.:;ting oHH'r inr.lustrics \vho supply their 
ncod~. 1"'ti'an:-:;port .. r'-·prciall:vT ou thr raihYays, 
l;; aho as:.:i~b ,J_ TndlspOl't facilitic" are 
morp difficult to obtain wlwn large tracts 
of land arc tied up in ro:-.crYes. I haYe in 
mlncl lto\v tl1c JeYC'lopmcnt of the Y arraman 
and Xanan_g·o di~tricts is retarded through 
tlw 11011-consirnction of the Yarrainan
~anang-o r<lihYa~-. It i:-1 true t.l1at there is 
·' network of raihlltvs in the district. but 
a large area of lar1c1, which is in , close 
proximit~- to the ma rkot', is now held as 
forc··.t roserYf·S. For vcars a dbcu~sion has 
]WOCPccled as to \\"hethcr it is not in the best 
intrre:;;ts of scttlcn1cnt. to open son1e of that 
land tn selection. Those discussions have 
!wen oYer> had owed bv the creation of addi
tional forest reserves." ::\'o attempt has been 
mado to arrive at the basis of an agromnent 
for a cla,sification of these reserves with a 
view to opening first-claFS land for settle
ment. 1-Vhilc it mnst be admitted that tim
ber has proYided a great deal of freig·ht 
fm our railways, it cannot be denied that 
some forest land is now denuded of timber, 
and is, therefore. not producing frp[ght for 
the railwavs or \Yealth for the State. This 
lane! is grcm·ing- all the pests imaginable to 
torment and add to the difficulties of the 
adjoining sl'ttlers. Some definite policy is 
nccdl'd in rc~pPct of these rcserYes in order 
to mitigate their trials and increase settlo
me!lt. At the present time a g-reat difficulty 
is experienced in obtaining decent land. 

Mr. Edwarcls.l 
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hope the Minister will t:dw tlH '" 
UtaH T=> into con:::;ideration. 1 atn not in any 
1.-·a.) oppo::;eJ to ·wiiat the ::\ . .Jini:--ter contelll
plates doing; in fuct, 1 faynlll' the Bill ~o 
long as careful considnrntinn i~ g-.iYRll to 
onsure that the settlement will be succesoful, 
and no! i ho hlot on the lancl settlcm<'nt his
tory of QueP.n::dancl that other :"Ptt1crncnt::; 
have been. 

::\Ir. WILLL\::\IS (Port Curtis) [12.4-3 
p.n1.j: I arn ctuitc ~ure tha.t the~ .'}fini:::.ter 
dol'S not need any upport fron1 this ~idc of 
the Ilou~e in the succe3sful of this 
Bill through Parliarnent, inrcrc-..;t-
iug to nute th divergence opinion 

Oppo:--ition llH'Inbcrs 1d1o have 
mornill!L The hon. 111etnbcr for 

clcnou'nccd thC' OJH.:nil~g· n f 
for Yariou·· rea;:.;on~. One \Yas 

t,Jc rJil \\~as poor, und anotlwr '.V<b thnt 
:-:-oft \Y )Od bruhcrs on this a.r -:t 
we e ya.luablc. On the other holi. 
lTIE'tnbl'r for CurnarYon spokt in quitC' 
clifl'c·rPut Yein, pointing out thdJ hl opposr _l 
the rc:3trictiou of tlv:- ope11in.~ up of srTub 
land, particularly in :\orth Quc0nsl ~nc1. and 
also etnphasislng thalj the ::oft wooJ iit1Jbers 
on tll'.' Euugella Plateau referred lo hy Uw 
lwn. ntctubcr for CunHiutdHltll \YCre of no 
'· aluc, and further. that' fo1· Inarn vcars 
n1any 1·r•qu '•c;ts had been n1acle for tf~e ~pen
iHg up of this a rea. 

The ::\Iini~.tcr ha:-3 gi \·eu ~cun J n:>il ..:,ons whv 
thi~ laud should b;~ opened up for ;:,t-:ttl{;
Hlent, and, judging by hi3 statcruents a11d 
the opinions expressed by bis officers, T 
think he doit~g the rjght thing. The an•a 
;~eetns to stutalJlP, it is to markets. 
to r._tihnLy--, alld to ports, in eYery wn .... -
is f'uiiable for land scttlen1ent. · ~1any nf 
our scrub lt.:tnds in Quceu~land cou]cl be C'J l

sidcre(l in the sanv~ light. I know that in 
the Gyrupie area-and the hon. lllf~rn:,er for 
GymlJie has referred to the nlatter--lar;:;e 
;u-ea> of i'Crub laJJd could be mctde aYailable 
f~n' ::-ettle;nent. In rny O\Yll Plectorate. par
tlcu!arly m the Many Peaks and the Calliope 
ai"f 1_-:. out fro1n Gladstoue, extcnsiyo ;;rea;:; cf 
scrub lands could be used for tlw ame pur
l)(?"'C ;_~:-:; the }filli-;ipr contenlplate:i iu rcspPct 
ot tlus northen1 land. Surelv it is nnL 
neces:-;ary to consider forc~trv o\· JT:--tforos.ta-
tion ~olely. :\Ian:v area~ a"re not suitaLlP 
for that llUrpost'; 1nanv afhnittodh 
As one hon. 1ner11bcr stated, 1nnnv •Jt 
areas ha Ye beconw ll1l'r~·ly breeclinv;; grounds 
for pc~ts and are a Jistiuct nuisance to 
:;;ettle1·s on adjoining lalld-J. T!w )linl~ter 
h~s assnn•d ns that a large :u1u of 111orw 
has already been spent o~~ the con.-~uuctioTI 
of acre~,.; road;;;;, Tht~ provi:'lon ()£ the~e 
faciliti0s bdore land s ttkment i' dtccLe.l 
is a step in the right din'"ti('11 111 the 
interests hotb of the sett! n ;n:cl of the 
State. 

In the opening up of ne;' ar ~a-; nf land, 
and particularly in the arc, now under dis
cus~ion, it is. to be sirlCcrcl~. llOllPd-ancl I 
l1elH'\-o attcntioa has been pairl to this a:3]1C'ct 

of the case-that the areas will not he too 
sn1all. In the past rnany areas haYe been 
~uhdivided in such a \\'ay that li'. ing arc:1:-1 
were not made aYailrtble for settlers. ··• ho 
he.Ye later had to look for addition~! areas 
·which frequenth,~ vYcre not obt.alnable cJosc 
nt haBd. ancl c(mlcl onlv be obtained much 
further afield. " · 

:Vlu<'h comment has been indulged ill both 
in>ide and outsido this Chamber on the 
action of the :Vlinistcr and the GoYcrnment 

[.l:lr. Edwards. 

in ope11iJ1g up fresh areas of land in \Tlew of 
Lho het tlwt Pxisting settlers nre finding it 
clifE.calt to make ends meet. \Vu know tlwt 
S('tt!ers, as we1l as other people, at·o passing 
through difficult tin1es because of the unsat
isbctory prices for products. AdmittRdly 
th." matter of opening up new laJ•cb for 
:.;nttlemPJlt when existing settler~ al'c finding 
it clifficult to 1nake a li\·ing i, il ntaticl' 
requiring a R;oocl cleal of thoug1tt. The pre
:-;cnt conditions \Yjll r:ot co!ltinuc. Tin::.·) 
changes f'Yerything, ju~t as iL chuugf'S the 
tide, vY c haYC not looked ahead and 
pla1111Cd onr production. If wo had done 
,:;n there \Youlcl be no need to talk of restric
tion. \Ye ha YP successfully applied science' 
to proclnction. but not io the problem of 
distributjon and consurrtption. 

J.:!uch can be said for and against the 
argun1cnt rai~cd by one hon. rnc1nber to the 
effect ihat no further land should be thrown 
open for ::-:plection because the men who are 
alrcad~.- 011 the land an? not D ble to make 
a decCnt li ,-ing. I notic" other countric-; 
ate follcnvjng on the sa1nc line~-or, perhaps, 
\YO arc foiJowi:ng· tho pollr.- ndoptcd by 
other cnmtrics in that rc:..;·a rd. Greater 
attention is h=-jns· paid to thf' deYclopnlCnt 
of ln.nd in different parts of ihe "·orlcl. On 
puge 10 of the October issue of a small 
pan1p.itht entitled " Sane Dcnwcrac:,·. 11 

"·hicl1 i., published monthly .. nd sent to all 
t11ernbPrs of Par1ian1cnt througlwut tho 
CounnoJnYe 1lth, the follo~,yjng :1 Pr)(·ars:-

" In idle indus-
fl'orrl the 

city :Montreal land in 
l2ucbec, and othPr to\Yns :;:.ufl'ering ho1n 
th0 trade deprcesion are taking similar 
steps to deal with their unemployed 
workers. 

" ' Back to the land ' offers rr way out 
for surplus labour in every country. 
In Great Britain thcv han' a hustling 
;\linister for ~\griculti:uc, the champiou 
of the yeoman farmer and tlw peasantry 
who realises the truth of Goldsmith·s 
eulogy: ' A bold peasantry, their com1-
try's pride, V\ hen once destroyed can 
ncYer be suppliccl.' The Hon. \Valter 
Elliott will not he SWllvcd bv economic 
theorists, but '"ill encOurage- land pro~ 
ducLion, proiiting by the expcrienu~ of 
the ,. ar blockade of food. and will stop 
the drift from the country to the con
~cstccl industrial <.;.rcas by -giYing a fair 
deal to the farmer and his men. 

"In past periods of deprcsfiion in Kc\V 
South \Vales, unionists aud their rcpre
~entatiYes in Parliam~nt haYc supported 
land ~citlcmcnt projects brought on by 
Sir J oscph Carrnil10rs and :ur. }] . Cope
land, who Jmccle land 'woilable on the 
commons of Pitt Town. \Yillwrforc.~. and 
Bcga. aud providf•cl forestry work on 
the l\furrurnbidgee and at Yanco. 1

' 

That is fln argument in favonr of further 
land dc\·elopmrmts, and supports the conten
tion of the hon. member for Carnarvon, 
\vho defmitoly opposes any restriction in 
the opening of suitable lands for settlement. 
particular!]· in North Queensland. 

I wish to congratulate the :l\Iinistcr upon 
fathering a Bill of this nature and deciding 
to open up forest lands in diife1·ent parts 
of the State. I am also pleased to learn 
lhat the Minister is having a suncy made 
of the forest lands in Queensland in order 
that he mav ascertain if it would be pos· 
siblf• to sett'!c people on some of the areas 



Eungella State Forest [8 NoVEJ\IBER.] Amendment of Boundaries Bill. 1309 

that mav not have been found suitable for 
Teforesta"tion purposes. vVe have large 
areas of land in practically every district 
i:1 the State suitable for settlement. The 
hon. member for :\Iurilla. pointed out that 
there were thousands of acres of land in 
his electorate that were suitable for settle
ment; and there arc lands on the Norih 
Coast. near Gyrnpic, and further north, 
including the territol'y that I represent, 
and the territory to the south and north 
of the area uncicr discussion, that could be 
made available for settlement. 

I can as3uro the J\Iinistcr that this land 
will be rushed. I know that quite a :mmber 
of men throughout the Commonwealth are 
looking forward to becoming settlers in that 
an1a; ami I feel sure that the disabilities 
referred to bv the px-Secrctan for Public 
Lands, the h~n. member for Cunninfiham, 
will not h<' met '' itb, and the settlers will 
not regret having Lecu successful applicants. 

~h. S\YAYNE (Jiirani) [12.59 p.m.]: As 
the parliamontar.. rPprosentative for the 
electorate in which the aroa under discus
sion is situated, aud r.s 01~8 who has knu\vn 
that country since the early 90's, I should 
like to say a few worr1s on this question. 
'When I first knew this area there was no 
road up the range. \Y'o were rnaking .a 
detour of nyer lOO 1nil '~ \Yith our to,.lnJs 
earrying rnachi nery to a 1ninin g field ju~t at 
the· back nf ·where the Rcttlen1ent novv i~. 
and bc('al!S.P of a fatal accident to <:t ruat0 
1 rode tlJ rough this a rea as a short ent for 
a doctor. 

_\t 2.0 p.m., 
:Ylr. SPHRER resumed th<· chair. 

J\Ir S\YAYNE: That is almost ancient 
hi:-:;torY. Let 1ne uF?ntion more recent 
o1·cnts. About 1910-11 the la tc Hon. J. T. 
Bell 1nade inquiri0s as to areas suitable for 
settlement near the coast. He rcceiYed from 
dw cfficiah a Ycry fayourablc report regard¥ 
ing thPse lcEJCk A sum of £20,000 was then 
expended in providing an access road up the 
range. At that time there >Yas a railwav 
son1o 12 1nilc3 awa:, but the distance ha~s 
now been reduced lo 5 mile,_ This gentle
man also employed a very competent sur
veyor, a man wPll versed in land settlement 
to make it available for settlement bv sur'
vcying 13,000 acre, of it into blocks. · This 
work vva s completed about 1915. It was 
then that a. Labour Government came into 
power in Queensland, and one of the Drst 
acts of that Administration as to withdraw 
this lane! from settlement. First of all rhe 
Gov-ernment p'·oclaimed 3.000 acres on the 
frontage '" a State forest. and subsequently 
lhc area towards llw back. That is uno 
of tlw reason, whv sdtlcmc>nt has been so 
long delayed. I ar;1 pleased that the Labour 
Party, again in po\vcr, have seen f-it to 
rectify the mistake m ado by their prede
cessors n1a1Jy years ago. 

Durillg· the course of this debate objection 
has brcn raised to this land being made 
available for settlement rather than being 
retained as a State forest. J\1ention v•·as 
also ma.de of the tourist traffic that would 
be drawn to the district. I do not attach 
the same importance to that factor a' some 
other hon. members; nevertheless, from 
that aspect a]oee the Eungella lands arc 
worthv of the most fav-ourable considera
tion .. His Excellency, Sir Loslie vVilson, 
quite recently visited the area and mar
n•lled at the viow to be obtained from the 

top of the range. Standing there one can 
sec down the yal!cv of the Pioneer River, 
tho canofields exterlding alrnost fron1 one's 
!cot to :i\Iackay, and fully 40 miles away 
is the ocean and the coastal islands. Sir 
LPciic vYilson expresso:] the opinion that it 
\\ J.S one of the fmest HlOUDtain scones he 
had ever vi< wed, and compared it with the 
Valley of Kashmir. >>hich, as hon. mem
bero know, is considered one of the beauty 
spots of the world. From a scenic point of 
v-iew I think ample protection has been 
gnen by the pres8r'.'ation of the scrub lands 
in one corner. These \vill provide an attrac
twn for tourists. 

To my mind the mo~t important aspect of 
tl1c• question is ihe suitability or othenviso 
of the land for settlement. Various objec
tions have been rai~ed. one Lf'ing the effect 
ti1.:ti. the· clearing of the scmb ,,-mdd have 
on the soil on the slope~. Fear was expressed 
that the soil would be carried down the 
slopes i1y the sub-tropical rains. That 
objection, rnoro or loss, applies to any hilly 
country. Fron1 the rcn1arks of the Secretary 
for Public Lands, it will bo gathcrc•d that 
a srnall area 011ly of the tirubered country 
':.ill be affected. some 13.COO acres. whereas 
approxin1ately 80,DOO acrCs \Yill still rcrnain 
as State forPst or tirnber rl'scrYe. It seL'DlS 
to 1ne that the 11erd for ret lining a certain 
arnouut of tirnber for climatic pul'poscs-

sccuring of rainfall and timber supplies 
pro,~1dcd for in t110 Dill. Sonw 

of th(' i~ tlound to be wn-..lJcd a·~ av frmn 
the I-~igh placPs folJo1ving a lH•avy dov.rnfall, 
lJut that can he largely aYoicled, and I see no 
reason why that objrction should apply 1vith 
any rnore force to thi:-3 1ancl than to other 
elev-ated country. 

l'omiderable doubt has been exprPscd a> 
to the qualitv of the soil. and I was sur
prisr~d io heclr Ollf' hon. rner11bcr ron1pare 
this countrv with Becrburrmn. I have been 
OYet' the Dc:crburrum country, which is really 
a \Ya;;;;tr of sand carrying· stunted tirnLcr, 
but the Eungella land is covered with heav-y 
forest growth carrying big, high trees; an.fl 
I do not care what anybo-ch says, cedar will 
not grow on poor soil, ancl cedar is to be 
fnund on this land. This forest has existed 
for many hundreds of years, and it naturally 
follows that the countrv must he rich in 
humm. Leav-es have £alien and decayed and 
eycn troes haye died and rotted a\Yav over 
hundreds of years making this soil J:·ich in 
lnlD.lUi'- and fC'rtilizing rnatter. Some of thi:-; 
may bo lost when the country is opened up, 
but to-da~vl ill its natural :"tatP. thP countr~· 
mmt carrv a deep deposit of rich humus 
and i'-oiJ. V 

Both the hon. member for C'nnning·ham 
ancl the hon. l11(:n1ber fo1· Carnarvon .-,poke 
rather disparaging-le· of the quality of the 
.soil. I was 11·ith them when thev visited 
the plncf'. ancl I know that thcv ·cl id not 
rem a in there ver,· long-. They rcri1ained the 
vfrernoon. and thcv lllaY haYe :-:een son1p of 
the top ridges that aro 'not as good as they 
might be, but takinfi it on the whole the 
soil is beautiful. Ev-en avya'' back in 1910 
it was reported to the late Hon. J. T. Bell 
that the countr:v carried rich fertile soil, 
and on that recomrnendation he ::;;pent up t.o 
£20.000 in the area. The onlv mistake that 
was made was that the land was not opened 
up long ago. 

Regarding the suitability of the Mackay 
district for dairying I should like to point 
out, as a fairly old hand in the district, 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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that before the tlavs of the separators and 
butter factories the. to"'ll of :\IackaY. which 
was then a fairly lnrge to\vn, supPlied its 
ov;-n butter requil'('ll1ents even under those 
old crude conditions of ectting the milk in 
dishes. Eveu in thosf day:" dair·5-ing \vas 
succc,.~fullY carried out, and if the sugar 
industrv 11arl not loomcu into such promin
ence- the dairying industry \Yould have 
bc~omc very prornirwnt. iu the district. \Vith 
the achcnt of a butter factory sonw years 
ago an irrqwtus ,,-~t:- given to the (~airying 
industry. and tlw factory has aclueved a 
certain arnount of succc.5s. I kno\v that the 

of this butter factorv was retarded 
Labour Govcr11n1cntu because thev 

'vould not open these lands for settlement, 
but I am plea -eel now that tlwy realise their 
tnistakc and are going to rectify the position. 

The SECREVRY FOR ::\liXL': You ,,-ere three 
y(_ars. iu po\;-cr a.nd did not do YC'ry 1nurh. 

::\1r. S\YAY='fE: Some blocks ,ycre opened 
11p during the rcgin1c of th0 ::\Ioore Govern
IHC'llt, an'Cl 1 mn sure that if the hon. rnom
ber for CunlJinghanl "\\'(•l'O hero he \Yould 
conflnn ElY statcniC>nt tbar t1H're v-a3 Inore 
than one' 'upplicnnt for cacll block innHecli
atcly the'? Wl'C'C O!lCilec1. 

I an1 ju~t us rnuch a 1i,-c a:" anyone c·bc 
to the Jll't cl for proYidjn~ for cur future 
tia1bel' rcquirc:nc•Jll-s. Ac to the 
fif:tUl'f'S :;;:uppliecl b.Y tlH' ~Ii111:'t0r }~ }1f0-

poscc\ to opPn 15.500 acres fm- settlement. 
lt aYing- about 2/ .000 surrounding i_t c :ur:v
ing- t in1bC'r. I hnYc ahvay,, nialnhuncd. 
no- nutttPr rhat GoYcrnlncnt were in powc>r. 
that it \\"a':: \Yl'Ol1g' tO lock nv SO ll111Ch of 
this rich land iu't about the top of the 
range T,-hero th~0, r~ad r~rrk in. I . h_ave 
al\nlys contendPn tnat tntc:rc IS sufiiC'Ient 
forcs.t countn· to IllCPt cur tin1ber rcqulre
rncnts north 'tolv.trd~ B1ooulsburv and -;outb 
toward~ }lonnt firittain. Thcrt,' -,; e hav(' a. 
hug·l~ belt carrying a \·ast grovdh of ti1nber. 

mention ha' b '"n made of the lack 
that is being macle by the 11fe

Sorri0 of tlH~ln have not pro~ 
as rnuch a~ "\YC \Yonld like, but as 

rnernbcr for r!w di~trict. I have not 
heard of ·onw of tlw hilurc- that ha''" 
b, Pll ClUOtf'd. Iu nl~T opinion. their 11rogress 
11as Lngcl::r been ltc.,lcl urJ as a result of the 
attitncl·' htken hy the c\gricultm1l Bank to 
n'<ple:~t3 for nflvan-r"~ to purcbase stock. For 
,un1e ren:;;ou ,·.•r-:T hard to discover the settlers 
in th.-· JHa.c-ka '-TV district have found it verv 
difficult inclce~1 to gt~t <H1Yanccs frmn t1lt-~ 
AgTicultm·a! Bank ~for that purpose. It 
'vodcl appear ne. if the local official has 
111a.de a " dead ~et:' a f. aillst the district i11 
rhv t respect. and if thei~e haB been ~ln,cknes; 
in the progree' of the Eungella settlement, 
irj is largcl:v due to the lack of sympath0t.ic 
actio" on 1lw part of the Agricultural Bank. 
).t the ~outhcrn f'ncl of tlH~ a1·0a it i::; nn'\'T 
pror1osed to thro~.v open to scttl0mcnt a 
pjl'C(' of b nc1 that in rlcluJP~~ of ~oil it 
would h 1wnl to excPl. It is known "' th,o 
Ru1l Paddock, and i7-< an a1'0a of rich b1ack 
c:tlluYial soil \Yirh sc8r<'<-)1Y an,- ti1nbcr on 
it. except a fe\Y fore -t t[·en'. ·,-hich would 
cost prarti1 a 1ly nod1ing· to rl('ttr. Surround
ing thi~ land is a rich vinP scrub. If this 
Yine S<"rnh and forP~t. lnnd IYE'rf' sur"\T0YC'f1 and 
opened to sP1ection. it woulrl proYirlP a 
nutnbcr of farn1s. Tho"'e fanns would {'On
Gist of a con1bination of forest lnnd on the 
frontage with a certain proportion of ~crub 
at the back. ~o more attractive propo~ition 

[Jir. Swayne. 

for sclectiou could Ycrv 1vell be found in this 
State. . 

:VIy long experience in this Parliament has 
shown me that the party in power for the 
time being will not accept sound advice from 
the local representatiYe, just because he 
lJCLppcns to be sitting on the opposite side 
of the House. I would call the attentwn 
of hon. members to a speech I made in this 
House on 12th ScptPmber, 1922. It might 
Ycrv well han' been adopted by the Sccrc
iur-: for Public Lancls as his seconcl reading 
speech on this Bill hcelve years after I 
adYocatcd opening of that land for selcc-
fon. Thi:::> what I said-

'· I will quote an instance where land 
~cttlcn1ent has been retarded in rny di:::
tricL 1 refer to the Euug-clla taLleland. 
The possibilities of that land arc equal 
to tho~c of any area of sinrilar nature 
in Qucr:nsla11d.' Prior to this Covcrn
nlcnt corn5ng i11to po,~n~r this country 
\Y<~.:. on the point of beinb settled by a 
vroup of dail'.'\ fanners frorn the ~orthc_rn 
Hinrs of New South vYalcs. It was m
tPJulccl tJ1at theY should grow graf:S ancl 
place c:tttle on i:hose pastures, .and go in 
fol' dairy pursuit:-~. That. '\\'ould lJHY(-" 
taken place had the-re HOt lJeen a change 
of (~O\'C'rnrncnt in 1915. To the 
fl'uitfulncss of the back count!", that 
district, l intend to quote a L•ttCr lvrittcn 
bY a \'ictorian. who sub~f~'Jll€Ht1.v took 
u·p ornP of tbf' land. bul_ who \YH~ hn11tcd 
out be~ 'llJ~c of the actions of this Go
YC'rnnJent. Iie says-

' The truth ;,, I am one of tlio 
• :-;]aughierec1 innocents' who sclectul 
land on the Eungclla tabldand m 
1920 \Yith a group of :\'cw South \Yaks 
fa1·rncr~. Having had twcut~- years' 
Pxperirncc with fruit.gro\Ying·_. I recog
ni~eLl on the Enng-ella iab1t'Lnld aL~o
luteh.- t]Jc' fi110 t frnitcTowiJJ.u· couuh·\
I h-a\·p ~c-cn lu Ea"Jicr~ Aust~:n lla, ab~) 
inc-luding Tnsmnnia and :0-~o,, Zealand. 
}l_v nci(~hlwnr. 1lr. Charlc~ Dnnninf!~ 
an cxrwrienrc·d farn1er fronl TanP<'Ort h. 
:\ ew South \'la le it io ihc fin e-t 
dairvinrr conntr hC' C\-('I' seen. 
].aye- n~~cloubt ll1al this tableland \Youlrl 
ha\'(' been one of tlie ulo:-:;!J succcssfnl 
f.cttlen1cnts 0vcr c~tab1ishecl in Quccni1-
Iaud: hut IYhat is the rr "uh a~ fnx .~L-: 
T am COIH'('l'n('cl? \Yhile I arn bn~y 
2.0CO rnilcs nv<c:y splling rny ord1an1 
and Yincyard at a loss of £5,000 b1•low 
its market Yalne to com]lly with the 
r! -,,],lencc clause~ jn ,YOlll' Queen~land 
..Aet, I had the n1ortifi.:ation of r0ading 
your lc'lding article last :'\ovcn1bcr 
~tatlng that the balance of the nn
~C'!rct0d blocli:s were withdrawn frmn 
~election.' " 

That i~. the party in power. a LnLour Go~ 
Ycrnn1ent, withdrew that land fron1 sclecbon. 
_\t a long last they arc flO\V going i.o rectify 
t Lu m i,take. I continued-

" Through a change of L nd tenure 
l1roup·ht about by this GoYcnnncHt tho 
first ~ompany from the Northern RiYers 
gaYe up the intention of coming to 
Queeneland. and the settlement of that 
area was dropped. Out of a rcserye of 
13.00Q acres, the GoYcrnment haYe 3.00') 
acre-- resen-ed on the frontage, which 
means that 10.000 acre-, arc blocked to 
~f'ttlcrnent. For the last ten vears 
nun1erou~ scttlrrs haYe taken up "land 
there; but they ha Ye always found it 
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impossible to get over the difficult\ of 
thoso 3,000 acres of unoccupied 'iand 
fanning the frontage." 

''There is dense scrub on this front
age, and if the ~cttlers cut a track 
through it t]1c sun c,x.nnot get to the 
track to dry it np "\vhcn there is a hcnYY 
fall of rain. am! it becomPs a boo· 1'\~ 
roads ea n -be constructed bccau~~ the 
local authorities receive no rates from 
that- area. Dozeus of 1ncn 
up the• Jand and haYo had to it 
a.ncl rl'turn to V-.-ictoria and ::'\evY Sonth 
\Yale ~i111ply becaLbO of tl1e condit,inn:-) 
irnpornd bv this GoYCl'IllllCDt. It \\'~ti; 
in1po~~ihlc 'for thrrn to hold .so1nc of the 
bPot land in the State. That is a glar-
1 ng· ca~e of the cfiuct of the Gon:-rnnl''Jlt 
poiic·;·. Anyuno acquainted \\ ith lan(l 
Sl·ttlemc-Ilt knoYi·s that pco)Jle ,., ill not 
go bc}Jjlld tllic·k scrubbv land to 1akf' UlJ 

il holding. Settlcn1ent·~ tnust be wo;.kL-..~l 
frm11 th(• front of the land. It i~ intpo-.
siblc to do this on this area, beca.use the 
GoYFrnntcnt haYc rc•scrYcd that frolltao' 
of 3.0GJ ;1c·ros. ~ 

"I nuty abo :',.lY that sorneihing· likt· 
£20,000 of public 1nonc~T has l_wen-
iu 111aking road~ to thi~ nrea., 
within 5 rni1Ps of .a. raihYay. The :1ct1oll 
of thP GoYennncut in rcseryiuu t hi·:. 
area i~ a great injustiee to the. }lacka~r 
cli•trid. as that arc 1 should Le tl1o 
:-;outTc 'of all tbc bntt<"r and dairy pro
ducf'. required in :..\lackay; and I Lo;v• 
t1J_{_\ hon .. nwntl_H'l' for. }ln('k,t~'l ·.· il! join 
vntn llH' 111 tryu1g to 1ndw·r> tltc CoYt:·rn
InPllt to rccor;sLclL'l' this n;aHf-'1' ancl 
hriug a bout an alteration in their du·i
siou that the wholo of thi-- are;1 shOLdd 
be rc-'~-'l'Ved as a btatc forest. I giv-t~ 
place to no one in rny desire to :-ee 
that the future ti1nLer rcquiremout.s of 
this Statto are provided for." 

This I ,,aid in 1922, and the C\J:inistcr might 
aln1o:~t have used that. speech as bis ~econd 
reading ~lJCC'{'h on this question. The old 
n1axin1 1 hat "It's neYer too lat,~ to mentl " 
i~ particularly apt so far as the prco;;cnt 
GoYernnH~nt are conccnH'd, for even ihouo·h 
it. t11ay bo a. death-bed repentance tlH~ir 
tiC'lion ou thi~ occasion IYill, I feel sure .. be 
attended \\ith Jll'Ofitable results to the State. 

:\h. CLA YTO:\' _(1!' idc Buy) [2.21 p.m.]: 
01v1ng to Iny haYJng to attend to depart
mental duties, I did not have the oppor
tunity of hearing the sc<..:ond rcadin!!; sueech 
of the :'IIinister. I knmv. howc.-er, 'tha't the 
question of the settlement of this land '"'"' 
favom·abl~- rqwricd upon by a ro:val com
Inis~ion appointed by the JYloore GoYcrH
rm·nt. aud having listonecl attentively to the 
speech dc·livorecl hy tbe hon. member for 
:\liran_i, who has had rna.ny years of experi
ence In l-and rna.tters, I ani led to think 
that this Dill has <1 good deal of businc•,,, in 
it. The real question is 1vhethcr it is rnorc 
profitable to place this land under closer 
:;;ctt.lcinent or to retain it for reforestation 
purpo·.cs. Frorn Iny experience in tho GYlll
pie district of the large exteut to which 
f!gricultural land adjacent to main roads 
and r~ilways is at present tied up, I am 
of opunon that a ro~yal con1n1ission is 
required to report upon all foreotry resenes, 
HOt more ly the land in the northern part of 
the State'. \Ve have had a groat deal of 
experlence of land scttlemeHt under a 
Labour GoYcrnment .. and, unfortunateh· we 
cannot speak in very higll tcnns o{ 'the 

1nethorh adopted b~~ tbc Labour Governrnent 
in the O]F:lling up of Crown lands, especially 
in Southl'rn Qucen.•dand. I contend that iho 
first c.-;:3el.itial ro be oL"PrYcJ in the opening 
up of land for settlement is the provision 
of sufficiently large living areas. anr1 1 hope 
that matter will be fullv considered on this 
occasion. HPgard rnus£ be paid not only 
to an area that IYill be suffici0nt for a single 
man; aitent ion must alw be pa.id to the 
al'f''t that 1w will require vvhen after h~.-.. 
bccorncs settled ho gets n1arried and has a 
frunily, the nude n1en1Lcrs of whorn also will 
require land. Far bett<'l' i' it to err on the 
side of gising a large area than to corrunit 
the folly of placing the rnan on an area 
that is in~ufficicnt. 

... .\. ::tatl'nlcnt i~~-.ued b,v U;e :?\Iini.~tcr on 1st" 
July. 1934, reads-

" An area of 11.225 acr<'s. from 2 to 
9 tail(~S southf~rly fron1 Eungella, in the 
::\IackaJ district, has bt~c:n de,~igned into 
forty-six portions. The l\Iain Roads 
Con:Hnissioncr i~ collaborating \Vith the 
LaHds Department in the construction 
of roads to and through the area in 
order that the opening of ihe land can 
be. p~:t in hand at the earliest possible 
date. 

Th0 division of that area iuto forty-six por
tion::l will giYe each settler an avcrag{~ of 
244 acres. It is quostion<1ble whether that 
will suflicient. I should like to have 
the of practical nicn in COlinection 
': iLi1 l11is oettlemcnt, I have never had any 
fn ith in the use of the surveYor's chain to 
open up arc<h. 1 ach~isc th~ GoYonunont 
to sccu re the scrYicc;;; of tltree ~uccessful pri
rnnrc producers in the locality where the 
ar0a of land is to be thrmvn open and be 
guided b.v tbcir nd\·icc, If that procPdun' 
had been followed in connection with the 
1] pp er Bumett and Da wson Valley settlc
Jnent~ rho blunder~ n1adc would haYo been 
ob\·iatcd. I underi'tand that ,yhcn the 
C pp er Burnett area was opened ::\Ir. McCor
lllUck cousidered the high co.;;t of 011ening 
that ar.::.'a would be too great to be borne 
by the 1nunbcr of selt,,~tors it then appeared 
po2siblc to put on it, and he is::-ued instruc
i'ions for those blocks to be divided so as 
to proviclc for double the number. Later 
on I shall show what a disastrous effect 
that action had on the settlement 

c\ nother matter that should be taken into 
comidcration is the quality of the land. 
We all know that manv of the officials 
attached to the dopartmeHt have not that 
intimate knmdeclge of the nature of the 
l ,, Hd possessed by a man of long experience, 
like the hon. member for :Vlirani. Before 
areas are 1nade available for settlmncnt a 
nwst iinportant factor to be considered, 
more important than the rainfall in the 
district. is the distribution of that rainfalL 
Access to n1arkcts is another very important 
factor, because the cost of production is 
often cmLJidcrn bly increased by long dis
tauce from market. I trust ail these matters 
ha,-e rocei\·ecl the careful attention and 
consideration of Llw Minister, and that 
eYL'l'Y precaution will he taken to ensure 
that Eungell.a will pro Ye a most successful 
settlement. 

According to the circular issued by the 
::\Iinister, it is proposed to open up what is 
known as the Boonjoe lands. I saw a press 
report concerning these lands, and I am 
rather alarmed at the statements made in 
it when I compare them with the statements 

Jlr. Clayton.] 
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made by the Minister in connection with 
th1s area. ':l'he "Daily Telegraph'' of 31st 
.January, 1963, contamcd the following state
ment:-

" The policy proposed to be followed 
now was carried out years ago, with the 
result that in 1929 petitions ,n:rc received 
socking revaluations of the land
twenty-two of the forty-two blocks being 
abandoned after extensive timber traffick
ing had gone on, in which many people 
made thousands of pounds. \Vill the 
sarnc story happen again under the 
recc11t proposals ·; 

"Hcary Cupital Costs. 
''It is considered that the opening 

of the Boonjee landc was bad and ill
comidercd as a lane! settlement pro
position.'' 

I trust that the hon. gentleman will givo 
due conslC!eratwn to the reports made in 
conncctwn w1th that land before he induces 
settlers to go there. Xo doubt the tenure 
of these lands 1vili be that of perpetual lease, 
and I Wfint to say that when the opportunity 
Js g1ven to members on tbis sidc of tho 
House WC' will see to it that the settlers 
ha,·c th<' opportunity of conY<?rting their 
lands from perpetual leasehold tenure to 
freehold. 

Regarding the polic,- of the present Go
Ycrnlncnt 111 conlle'?tion with land settlcrncnt 
for the benefit of the House I should lik~ 
to deal for " few minut<•s with the position 
t~at exJstecl w1th regards to the Dmnon 
Valley scttlen1c11tJ jq councct!cm IYith IYhich 
a bookld was ismccl in 1926 bv the Depart
ment o£ Public Lands. The· followin~ is 
au extract:~ l::> 

.. The Dawi'on y·al]cy ·was destined a 
decade ht'lJC'e to be tGc lH.\an o£ rural 
Quepnslancl." 

~\n inYitation was extended to .-.crtlers to 
lll<l kc their ho:·nc~ in tl1 is YallcY of f'Ontcnt 
l-ion. n!PlnLcr.~ are aware o£ t'he conditi01; 
o£ <tffa1n that e,·entuall v existed in that 
area. \Vc knOIY that a~ rov~al con1rnis,;;,ion 
had t~ be appointed to inYcStigate the ~-eri
ous phght of the :, 'ttlf'rs. The aYcragc cost 
of a settler under the irrigation area schcrne 
,,rs £8.492. lJI!t it ""'found that t.ho blocks 
c·n winch tltc se I tiers \\"C'rC placed "·ere too 
srnall to enable thpru to 1nake a livinrr. The 
rPport of the connni~siorH'rs indicat~d that 
a large proportion of the settlers \Vcrc 
attracted to thi' land b1· tlw booklet issued 
fron1 the departlneut at the ilJ:stigatj.__;n of the 
late ComrrJj:;.-,iorwr for Irrin·ation. It is 
ratlwr intL'l'C_Ml:Jg nlso to not~ in the report 
tl]at the HHl.JOnty of ~r-ttlers in the Davvson 
I alley area ca!llr eit!JC'r from the Southern 
.Statr~ ·er England. Tbat was a verv uufor
tnnat.e advcrti~crnent for Queensl~nd. I 
Incntion these 1natt0J'.:' in order to show the 
House the serious results that can be brou<d1t 
r,bout in la ntl settlement. b 

The "Cpper Dnrnett and Callide areas 
open~cl by the preYions Labour GoYermnent: 
Jn·oyH]e an ·ther illtBtration of what can 
l;appen if ever;· care is not taken. The 
C,oYNnment resumed 1.191,000 acre"> of land 
where grazing had been carried on very 
snccessfnlly. The cost of resumption as 
£242.858. The huge Burnptt settlement 
scheme comprised an area of 2,591.000 acr0s, 
a rather cxten."ive area. I \Yas inforn1cd bv 
one surveyor that the Govemment had 
expected him to conYert pastoral lands into 

[ill r. Clayton. 

agricultural lands with his chain. Of course 
that was an impossibility. He also stated 
that he was instructed to suney the area 
into areas laid down by the Go,·crnnwnt"s 
officials sitting in their offices in Brisbane. 
That surveyor knew that \Yhat he was doing 
\Yas entirely wrong, but ho Wa5 acting undc1· 
iLstructions from men who had no practical 
experience and had a very poor idea of 
what constituted good agriculim·al la11d. 
The failure of that settlement was such that 
whereas 1,079 blocks had been selPcted and 
settled. in a very short space of time there 
wore 556 forfeiturcs. 

In the> Bm·nett district it was a case of 
the sunind of the fittest. If men arc settled 
on blocks that arc too sma !1, then it is only 
to be cxnected that in a short space of time 
they will call upon the Agricultural Bank 
for assistance, but if ihc land is nwdc aYail
ablc in adequate areas the~- will be selected 
by men with a sufficient amount of capital 
for development purposes who will be in 
a position to cn1ploy their sons on the land, 
ar1d thereby rnako for greater f:.UCCOS'i jn 
snttlPrnent. I ea n recall the occasion 1Yhc·n 
l\1r. Thcodorc, addressing a n1eetillg of the 
ErHpirc :Parliamentary Association in Lon
don in 1924, stated that in tlw Ycr:c 110ar 
future he would ha1·e land available for 
the settlement of 10.000 settlers. I haYc 
alreadY referred to the ti·agic rc::sults iu the 
Burneh district and elscwh~-rc, alld 1 express 
the hope that the history of those places 
"·ill not be repcatl'd in connection "·ith the 
Eungclla lanrl. l do not propose to ckal 
with the failure at Beerburrum uevond 
rerni11djng the Go\-crntn(:nt that n cons,!der
a hie amount of ignorance must h:~.-c been 
rlimlaverl b,· tl1e officials who were' 
sibfc for th(; opening of that Jand for 
ll1Cllt on t\yo different. occasion:-:. 

lion. rnembc1 on this side haYe giYt'll 
question of land settlement ,-t'r: 
cousidcration over a llllDlbcr of y.._<ll'c:. \Yo 
arc fully sei?.ed of th(~ irnportuJ~C(' of pro
viding land for young rnon ln ihi~ -country, 
partlcularl:v those unfDrtunate individuals 
who are unable to ~ectue emolonu<>nt in ihe 
city, an(1 \YC welcorne the r)re ,cl'llt 1Jl'Opo;.;;al 
to mako land available in the ~IackaY dis
trict. I should also like to add that "large 
area~ of fon_-,,t countrY \vould have bL'('n made 
available for settlement in the G:-~mpie dis
trict had tl1c J\loon~ GovL'rJlrnL~nt r('Dl<.liucd 
iu povvcr. \Ye appointed a fon~~try corn
Hlittee in ihc party to investigate thi~ pro
blem. a11cl particularly to consider the 
adYn11tages that \You]d accrue fl·orn the 
opening up of :::on1, of this rich C'Onutry iu 
the G.\ rnpie district. 1-lad we l'l'Inained iu 
power the following <J.rcas -;,cou:d haYe been 
nnu]p aYailnblt> for :'ett!t.'lllL'llt in il:c· Gyn1;1i 
district:-

~~cres. 

Glasto11bun- District 8,822 
Harrv's c,:eck 1,000 
Blue" Creek 1.280 
Coongongibba Creek 627 
Little Yabb:t 640 

If that land had bef'n made available 
avenues of ernployn1ent would haYe been 
found for many of our young men, \Yho haYe 
to be content with rations to-dav. Tho 
holders of many small blocks in the c Gym pie 
district arc unable to pay their sons an 
adequate wage or allowance for their work 
on the farms, nor are thev able to fmd suffi
cient monev to enable them to settle clse
,,-here. 'Yhat an adYantagc it would have 
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been to the boys and to Queensland generally 
if these additional areas had been made 
available. The Govenuncnt are c0rtainly 
moving in the right direction in opcni11g 
up a traet of country in the Goomcri-J\1urgon 
district known as the ?\ anango scrub. At 
the pre:->cnt tin1e they arc engaged in rerno\~
ing the timber from the land prcprrratory 
to making it ava,jlable for closer settle1nent. 
It is in the interests of the State and the 
distri"t that this scrub land slwnld be made 
aYailahlc· for clo~c·r scttloint'lli-. but it lllU~t 
be borne iu mind that ,,hen a certain por
tion of forc'stt·v land is made a•·ailablo for 
closer setth~mci1t ihe incoming settlers will 
haYe to be protected from the depredations 
of mar,upials that inYadc their farms and 
de' our their crop<;",. In opening the Eungella 
'.ands for settlement the GoYcrHmcllt will 
h:n-c to give consideration to the qnestion 
of proYicfing \Yirc netting or other nwa.ns 
of protection for th{~ settlers against the 
attack;; from Dlar:;;upia]~ frorn the E'Urround
ing forf~St rF..:e1·ves. The rnar·,unia l pest 
ha"· prcn "d a trrruenclou;:. rnenac(? t"o ~"ttlers 
in tlJP past. and if sorne protection against 
tht'11l is not extended to the new ~ettlPrs 
tlwv will en'nlmdlv bo forcucl off their blocks. 
I l~aYc no intcnti'on whatever of oppo:~ing 
the SPcond reading of the Bill. C\Iy crit icisrn 
of tlw dcpartrneut is based on rn_,. e\".pcricnco 
of it in the ]last. but the Pxpcl'icnc(' that it 
has sc•cln(~d fronr its failure3 \Yith previous 
land ;;;ettlcnl('llt srhcnlC' should verv 
DlHtorittll:'- a;:~]st it in stl'i\-ing to lllakc fi 
eucce" of the "'ttlcment of the Eungclla 
lands. I trn<t that thc:c will l"' openecl up 
ancl that in the verv near future the Gm-crn
rnPnt \Yii! cause a rc:-;urv'-'v to bf' rnade of 
all forest lands, wjth the object of rckct~ing 
for settlen1cnt those al'ca.~ f'OJl:·6~ting of 
first-rl.ass land dose to n1nin roads and 
rai~·wav:-;. vYhich havp lx'Pll con:-trucb~d f1·om 
the p1ihlic purse. I intend io mpport the 
second reading of the Bill. 

::\Ir. KEKXY (l'oo') [2.43 p.m l: The 
House is handirappcrl in this ckbate by 
the lack of information iu ihc ,r-cond ro:Hl
ing speech of the Mini,tPr. The Gm-crn-
rnent n:rc takint: a Yf'r.v serious 111 
op011ing- up JanUs for ;;;ettlc'nrcnt. ~o 
n1uch frmu the noi11t of Yic'v of the Go
Yr-rrnncnt as fronl tlw point of Yicv· of tho..;;e 
1 <Poph who ,_·ill 'Ul.sr'queutiy se-lect it. A 
>turh- a[ the historv of laurl s0tilern<'nt not 
on]y. in Quecn~lan·d but tln'oug-hout Aus
to·alin and the otlwr countries of the v.orld, 
l'f'Ye,l]s nranv tragedic~. This PadiainPnt 
should consi~lcr »·hcther this proposal wil1 
lead to sound land settlement or add another 
trag-edy to the already long list. There is 
~d\~ays a push fro1n local people to hrtvc 
land opr·ncd to selection in the localitY 
>~h(·n~ their busines:-: i::- lcwntrd. That. hovv-
8Yf'l'. is a factor tl1at ~houl<l not be con
sidr-rcd wh0n pnl>1ic money is being spent 
in opening land for scttlC'n1ellt. I sav that 
qnitP definitelv, bE'cause when we open np 
lan(1 for ~ettlelllPnt ~,q~ g:nnble ''"ith tbe 
lives of the men and wmncn who settle on it 
iu tlw hope of m a king a home for them
soh-os and wln11ing a comp•Ytcney. 

The lands \Ve are discus3ing arc to be 
devoted to dairying- propo:::;J..l.c;:. Any person 
po~sessing a knowledge nf dair:-ing realises 
the prrrlous condition of runny dairy farrnors 
at the present time. :\Ian_v of them are 
1ncn of yast experience iu dairyilF!. but 
despito that cxpNioncc, and despite L'le im
proYements they haYe creut0d and the facili-
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ties at th0ir dispo~al. rnany of thc1n ar_e _not 
makinfr what one tenns a. decent ltv1ng. 
\Yhen °WC take into COll~id('Tation the fact 
that some cbirYmen settled on the best 
dalryi~g land i.n Australia arc :1~t even 
1naking a liYing, it is onr duty to ehcrt a few 
facts fro1n the ::.\Iini--tcr before v-rc can ~<-...y 
tltat we arc readv to yotc for this Dill 
intelligently. -

I ha.-e aJv,ays helrl ihe .-iew that where 
laucl settlf'Hlc-nvt eonfiict;:;. \Yith forf'~try and 
\Yherc the laud Sl't a:-.idv for forestry pur
poses js :-:uitable for agriculture, ihe n'qntrc
Jncnts of agricv.ltni'C' 1HU:--t JH't'Yail. Thnt 
being the case. I a111 Y<'l'Y plen~ed indeed 
to that action is being· takC'll to open 
up land for se(tlewPnt, proYicled it 
ean lw ~ati~factorilY utilisc'd for dairying; 
pursuit::; without p(•na1ising the intending 
~ettle1 '· \Yhen we reali::;e tilP price dair:v
nlen arc rcccivin~ for their cn~arn we Jnn:-:t 
recognise that tire time i:;, fu~t goi11g. wl1en. 
dair~-nH'n can depend on fPcc!Tng of 
tl1C'ie ~tock. I)airvrncn nre to 
rl'alise th it in the. yery 
1nu;.;t contnH'llC'C' to hanJ fc 
an{1 \Ye -"hould, ihercfon•. 
of land \Ye 11rc opening to . . ~ 
wh.t.:thPr it is f'uitaLle for <:uluvabon ot 
forldc'r ancl ~ide line:" for \rhieh a nHtrkt..t 
is offering. The :Jlini'-tcr has not, given uo; 
th<.tt info~·nunion. \Y(~ haYl' no kuovlcclge 
of tltt. land \YC arc ope11ing out~icle the report 
of the royal conlilJi":-:ion appoiutt}_d by ~lL.' 
]ate (_;o,·cTIJnlcnt. 1-,lwt report ~ay~ tn~lt 
thi-" land i-.. of a Lrol;::f'll natlirP and cOYC'rf'd 

·v:irh ;, tropic-al yinc :-.crub. That is a .'.C'l)' 
dc.scripbon, indeed. \Ye are not JU . ..;tJ. 

on that description alone i11 pa'"'-:::ing tlli..; 

lllU:-'t 
I ngTef'. policY of 
c1nbarkc'cl ur:on fm· tlH' nordH'rn part of 
thl~ State. aud t IH' CJ<!C'"t·ion tn lw ('OJJ"'iderecl 
j:::;: \\'hat i"> the lllC!~t d,_.~irablP area to be 
OJH'll('d up for 8('rt1_i~·~u_ent :· li.e~'a::d s~tauld 
he had 1· J. tl1~-' far·thtl<':-' ah·Pad:: nnulablc 
for n~·csnectiYc ( lu n~anv 
T h;lYl' ·refPrrcd cnc<ion of 
_,_~ttlPrncnt in tht' ~Ion;t1" ::\fo11o\· di.;trict to 
the Sc·cre-tar,, for Pnblic L~uH·L..;. Tn that., 
district a buhl'l' factory of \\"Ot1d0rfnl 
~erYicr- to the frw farmer:-. <ll't_' 'llpplicr-; 
to it bni Inore lanr--l -=-~·tl]f'lllt'l:t ]:-; nf'c·c~s.~ry 
to e1~al-.dC' the f~1C'tolT to ··-vork to its Cl.l]laeit.~·'. 
TimC' and ao:air: dlc dPpartuH'nt haY,' lJcfH 
a-;.;kcrl to n1oke land.- ;p;ailable for "'c•ttlc
n·pnt. <.tncl prior to n'liJJq:ti-.hillg ofilco th0 

GnYernnlc-!lt a!:!"10ecl to OlJPIJ np ft;rth(~r 
in t.h0 distric-t. tl1at 1t 

wa~ nccP~:;nrv In ordf'. t1wt f<!ctory 
f'ou1t1 t~nio' a·- full ~appl~- of cn•un1 f!nd thus 
rrduce ~\:C'rhPacl ~':") ... t::-:.. Rail'.T•'a,Y faci1 itie." 
::~re ayallahle~llnd. t1,- rh0 v a~-. vncl.er prc
SPnt rondit1o~1." tlH' railw8v j;;; ln~in;:r 11lOJHy
road-, haYc bcc'n c-OJJ.:;.,n·neted. and 1lle b11tter 
factorv l~as been c:-;tnbli~hed: \·et· dH' pt~o}Jle 
aro p.C'nali~ecl br·cans(' Df a la.ck of -:cttl0~ 
ment that would make the factor-'· a [layahlc 
proposition. The ~.Yholf' qu0~tion has bc·c.n 
lost sight of by the present, UoY('_rnnH'nt. 
Frotn thr infonnation I haYC' recf'IYPcl on 
this Dill I am not satisfied that tlw Eun"ella 
lands are hctter lands than tlw area I ::un 
rPfcrring t.J in tl1c }lou!lt }.-follo:.~ di:3trict. 
Parliament should bf' arl.-Isccl on that matter. 
:\IorPorer. the = . .\:Iir:i-.ter ha" giYf'll no ar1Yice 
'" to the areas of lnwl that will h<' mado 
n,·,.ilah'e to indi,·idnd selectors, althou·~h 

Mr. Kenny.] 
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lhe hon. ~·cntleman hail told me that the 
areao will range from 180 to 200 or 300 
H.crcs. Frmn infonnation I have gleaned I 
undet·otand that when land in thio locality 
wao previouoly opened for settlement, the 
areas provided ranged from 500 to 950 acres, 
but thP settlers could not rnake a living. 
That is a matter with which I shall deal 
furtht'r at a later stage. 

_._.\j)()lhcr rnattcr on -which inforn1ation has 
not bcr•n forthcoming· io the value that will 
be placed 011 the land when opened for settle
lllC'Jlt. ()ne of the greate~t drains on the 
rmr~c of the farJncr is the payn1cnt of rent 
to the Crown and interest on the rnoncv that 
lu.~ l~olTo\\·s t<} effect irnproYenwnts. fn the 
a 1tJsencc of that and other inforn1ation how 
un hotJ. mombr•rs intelligently debate the 
question whether this is a bu:s1ne-.s proposi
tion or not? 

Nor has the ~linistcr giYen any particulars 
as 10 the carryi11g capacity of the land. If 
in the past it ' '" found desirable to allot 
areas up to 900 acres for a selector. is it 
uot rc~sonable that information shoi.,ld be 
given as to the carrying capacity to justify 
a lll'O}JC·-;al that thP orca::-; ;;:.hould raJJge frorn 
180 acn•s to 300 acres·: I kllmY that the 
recomrnP:](lntion \·a:-. n1ade to the GoYcrn
llH'llt that wlH'll tl1i . .:; ]and \Vas onenE:'cl for 
scttlc.nern the tlrnlH•r should Lo ~llo\L d to 
remain on the lan<l for the l1cnefit of the 
sPlcct er, to help him p;u· his way. The 
~dini~icr ha;;; given no infonnation; in fact. 
f l"rlC'!ltaJly registCl'CLl the C}lV'l",\' y;,-hcn the 
~Iini~ter \\'a~ :'peaking U:' to "" hat. the hon. 
g-ent1cm·l.ll eonld 1Htvc :.:aid cx(·cpt what he 
dicl no1 IIo'~'.('Yf'J'. ··On1c of his colleagues 
may be to enlightc.l us. 

The onl·" ~onnd rgurnenr u~cd b~,~ the 
1\I!ni:;;,cr ilvl nrn·i11{r thP land should be 
op(•n. d llp f:;r ~.,et"tl( :n011t \Yas hii' staten1cnt 
that b_, d(•-=.ircd to open llll the laud for 
:3cttl(•n-:cnt o that a fu11 ,:;.uppl.Y of crean1 
could be mn<lc nYaiinble t<J the MarkaY fac
~ory. 1rhich is not \Yorklng to full caP-acity. 
I ha\~P u~cd the :-:anif' ~ound argnn1ent Vi.'ith 
trw Yif'w of increasing la1td ;.;ertlerncnt in 
tht• :\fount ::\iollo,- Ji,trict. At the same 
time. ar;2:mn€.nt ;~lonP does not tell us 
whdhN Bill "·ill bring· about a sound 
bus1nc:-;s pronosition, and it is ncre·"sarv for 
Hi" to kno1'- that when "'>Y0 arc garr1bling" with 
the liYPS of 1ncn ancl "\Yonwn who 1Yi11 under
take to ~cttlP on this !and iu an effort to 
make• a liYing. Th0 llPCf's~itv for increasing 
sur ,Jlif of en ,'lJ1l to dairy factories a}lplies 
rot onlv to the ~Iackay district hnt to rnanv 
ot1wr rli·,trict:;:;. as, for' cxa1nplr' the ~..\thel:
ton Tableland. the ::\Iount :\Iollov and Dain
trcc R ivc1· di,trich. wherp for two and a-half 
,Vt"al'~ it ha.~ lw0n Jo~t ;;:.ight of b~v th0 GoYern
IllPnt. I-To\YPYcr. pe>r.;;;onally. I do not oppose 
this L1rHI ~etr.lr•nt0nt llJ'OlJOsal. b('CRU··e I 
admit quit·" dcfinitc,h- that I have not the 
information hcf ·re. mn to entiile me to 
oppo·, P it, although at the ~anw tin1r~ no 
infon1n• ion has lwctJ nlaced before me to 
PJHrblc " c to "'PPOd .. tlw Bill and to be 
as enthu~i<l~tic a-.; thP ::\Iini~tc·r a~ to it"' 
~ne-cess. At the irJtro(luci·Jry stctge I asked 
tl1e ::\[ini,ter if he \\'Otrld table the reporb 
of tht' nflicia1~ of the departrnf~nt dealing 
\Yith thc~P lands: had he dcnc ~o it 
1muid have been hclpfnl to hon. members 
\Yhcn (1i;;.;(:·u;;;s]ng the rnattc1~. \Ye~ havP been 
denied the right to thl' information ia the 
possessi~n of tlH• ::\Iinistcr. and thPrcfore the 
1Iinistcr rnay be in a better position to 
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expre,s an opinion in regard to this land 
than other hon. members. 

The ex-Secretary fon Public Lnncb poiuied 
he had "a soil suncv made of this 

\\ he11 he held office, "am! the result 
that unalvsis disclosed tlrat the land 

could not be ,;lasscd as first-clt:ss land. The 
Scc-rL'tarv for Public Lands has uot brought 
for .\·ard ~anything to refute that statf' lll'nt. 
1-J.e niadc a verv bald statenll'!Jt to the 
dl't..:d that the lr..u1vd was equal to the ... -\Lht'l
tml Taldeland -country aud the laud in the 

district. If that wore ~o, tili,..; a.i:f'<J, 
not haYP bcv:n opened np lJfl..;,·lou~l.v 

i 11 blucks of from 500 to 970 acreo. Time 
~ut :1 areas 1vcrc co.Jsidercd lll'c~·-,,·li') iu 
cnler to Ul<tkc a. living is ,:,ufficient proof t'nt 
land i_.., 11ot cqnal to tho AthcrtO.il Tai,~~-·1 :tnl 
or .JLdt)ll,Y lnlH1s. 

Dul'illg his sperch thi::~ morni11g tb<; \~in
j~ter painted a Yl'l'.Y attl'active pic·tl!rt) of 
the conditiom that would be by 
the 11cw :-::c:ttlcrs~cntl]c would 
on thl' luxuriant pa~tures, a11d bullock 
\\otdd be dc-<patdH'd to tlw a·.~t.toi" >~nd 
later exported in the form of chilkcl iJepf~
htH it \Yas no rnorc aUractin . .' t!HUl 

pictures that haYP bl'L'll pai11tcd Ly 
.:.Vlinister:-::; in thi, Parlirulll'llt i1~ r·~·l ,t~on to 
cth:·r 1nn:l settlerncnt ~chcme;,. l iJ;:~t<.llJ( ~~ 
the 1:..-::.lv;,oH \'alley a.ud tlH• lk·'rb•tn:tln 
~oldic1· ~ettlcruent ~~che1Ht'S. Th· .. l'\'

1 lll'JJed 

soldiei·s ,..,l1c~ settled at lh .. •C!'lJul't:HLl \it·ru 

forced to abando11 their holdillg, af•:.. · na'
lng wn~ted \·.'<.ll'~ of tl:{;ir lin::-;, 0::]:, _tY.U 

ye:u;; r!go the present ~l'Cl'Ptar· for ,-\J_·ncu!
tun· aud Stock had hiS photo. tn.k(•J:J \\.llil 

the childn•11 of relief '.\O!'kcrs 
log, arou!ld hirn thnt wel"e cut b 
lHLl'l'llb. The ~li11i~tcr in~t~rtcd that 
in 1Le "--\gl"icnltural Journal", ancl titlo 
of 1L1:::o picture \\-a:3 "\Tje,Ying; 1!J,.:: Pro:11i.~ed 
LtLld." E"\"L'rvbodY i~ now a~·:a .. rc uf rh•• 
ntc~anclrol\- n·:ull:.; ~of that \('ntun . .' 011 that 
-:a-called · land. Unt th(· J 
ftunl\ic;; \\-ere f>Ut Oll th ·t nd 
thir1Y renwin. I do not '•allt thL' EungeL<L 
~cttlE.~lllC'llt to he a repetition of the ,c tltlll'r 
dis·1st rous n•nturcs. I do not de.;; ire to ~CP 
this land pictured iu glo\Yiu~ \Yith 
thC' object of athacting :->cttlers, e r·an-
not "'clelivcl;.., the ~oocb '' 'Yhcn the ~cttler 
get tlu:•rc. 1 hat 1s \Yhat 1::< c•x, 
n1i1nl. I l'l'&n·pt. that I haYP not 
rn:::dion that \Yould enable rnc 
conclusion a;:; to the actual 
nrP 1ikel~T to l:o t•xpe1:ienc0d 
u1cnt. I arn, of cour~e, 
opiuion that a1·cu~· of 2<i0 P.crc~~ llot 
allo\Y HH• LttPuing of rattle fol' export. I 
think tho :Minister ,honlcl tell tho"' peop!<• 
1vlto cont:•n1plar.ing tnkin:.., np the :' 
blocks it will not be po<,iblc for illl'In 

tl1c dJilled b: p( illdustrY. 
if theY {;an make a · 

and. 11ig "rn.ising-. I run 
is not a d"lirYilJ~ lC'-HIOtt 

-I an1 in a po:sition !o , :'-H('h ~~ 
sllltcrnent-thc reports of the <~gTicnlt:"·"· 
forestrY. and ]oucb offlcinJ::-; arc net tl\':lilaLL: 
to DH~l~llwr~ to assi.-;t. us to fonu an O[)lniuJL 
011 the nw.ttcr. On the contrarv, the .Land 
Cmnwis..-ioiJcr',:j report qnnicd in, thi~ Ch un
ber thi8 rnorniug definitely denlon:.:::trated 
that it was not a pl'ornising propositiou. 
J-}e stated that these people had been on 
the settlcnH'nt for sonrcthing- llJzc t,,·cnt.y 
vears, and tbat the existing settl~·rs are in a 
~eriou:' plight and flnd it hard to k~cp $"oiug. 
If these rncn \vho arc ou 9CO-acrc lllock"' 
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find it hard to keep going. then how r:ill 
tbe TIF\Y st)ttler.-. fare on sutaller blocks? 

The Minister has also stated that lw 
cqH :ts that under this proposal now settlers 
will proceed to this localit~·. and the olrl 
'P!tlers. with all their local experience of 
that district) ,,·ho cannot 1nako a Jiving-, 
"ill sell. In other words, the district will 
n~ceiYc new 1nen 1vith ne\Y ideas. I arn 
nfl·nid tLat 1nen -..vith twcnb yf'ars' ex11eri~ 
01icc of the district \Yill know more and be 
capn bit--. of achieYing 1norc than a ucvv :;::ett.lre 
with nc~,y idea• ::\·~·w ideas ·will not make 
" cLiry farm pa.•· if the· land will not grow 
th · to feed the cattle. I >vant more 

::Uinister's staternent to justify rne 
a man to go to that settlement 

out an old settler. 

In the report qnoted by thr Secretary for 
Pnbiie La11ds the land cornn1if-'~1oncr quotPs 
lnck of uq1ital ns being one 'of tbe rcasm;s 
\vhy tllc:c:e settlers arc in the parlous condi
~i,)ll in which they fmd thein:;elvcR. The 
I-Ionsc' '-honld h ~Ye information rPgarding 

Jtlattrr. If lack of capital '\\"'as rc~pon
{or t}Je }Jositlon of tbe settlPJ', \Yhat V\a~ 

Bnllk dolng? It iR supposed 
rho sdtler on the land to mak0 ft 

That bauk \Yas institutccl for tho 
pnrpo~c of finding thP lll~ccssar\r finance to 
PlW blr• th0 n1an On the land (o ( arrv OlL 
~nd if it hus noglt'cted jts duh· i1; thP 
pn't. or if it ha' not bo<'ll the nol;cv of the 
GoYcrrnnent in the pci.:·t to g~Y(' finuncial 
~1~<1. throngh. that bank, thPn the n'spoE;i
tni!ty for fallur" falls on the Government. 
IYL' should be> told during this debate ;f 
tlnAllclal_as;.;istancP ·wjll bP provided :llrongh 
the ~\.gncnltural Bank. a:.d if tl·at i~ OJ1f' 

of the conditions of the openjn~ of thio; lanrl 
for ccltlemcnt.. The people chould bo told 
the condition-; on \Yhich theY are bfincr 
invitt'd to settle on tJ1is land. '\Ve haYe not 
yN been told. IY•• lwYe rcccin,cl no infor
l1lrrtion as to the mdhorl of finance>. the area 
P[ blo~b. the carr:,ing capacit~-, or the road 
faCJ!Jtics. V'.Te are cmtitlPd to a ,k for that 
inforn1ation before the l\linister asks us to 
go to a. vote. 

Another mntter referred to bv the J\Iini,ter 
was the lack of experience or~ the part of 
JJwn0· of the present settlers. which the lane! 
f'Omrni"~ioncr rcportPd 1\'cu; holdino- rnanv of 
then1 back. In 1nv 011inion tw~ntv Y~ears 
ic.: a long period : ~in that tin1e a· fa"rrne.c 
should know whelhc•r he will be able to make 
a success of hie farm or otherwise. ::VJanv 
men with no exncrienco at .alJ will settle 
on that land. The Secretary for Public 
Lands remarked also that lack of road 
facilities was anothN of tho difficnlties of 
the settlers. I knm,- auite well that it wi!i 
cost somo thousands ·of pounds to buikl 
roads into the settlement to enable the 
settlers to obtain i\Ccoes to their blocks. bnt 
I haYe yet to learn that roads make a 
particular area of land producP crean1. 'rho\~ 
Cf'rtainly assist the frLrrner fnnn the poir';t 
of Yiew of comfort, but if a man has 200 
ac-res of good gras•;ecl land and has fift 1 

cows dcpastured therconJ ho can produc~ 
cream, and get his cream to tho nearest 
raihvay t'iding eYen if he has to transport 
it on pack horses. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: It is inferior cream. 

Mr. KE:\;.,'Y: I grant the hon. member 
that he rnay produce a second-class crcanL 
He may eYen produce a third-class cream, 

but lack of road facilitiE,S does not prevent 
a farn1 fron1 producing <'rcarn. If one has 
lancl with the noCf'""ary grass and the cows 
one can produce crca.rn; it rnay l1o difficult 
to get the product to rnarkeL 

~Ir. LARC03-IBE: Good 1>uacls rnoan a first
cla:;s crean1. 

:VIr. KE:\:'\Y: I adn>it that. bnt the argu
ment has bC'cn raised that llH'n on 9{)0 acres 
of lancl at the p1·c~c1H tin1c arc i11 u parlons 
:-taJe bc<'tn:<c thoY h:::td no finance and larked 
Pxpcricnce fllld l:oacl~. I ,.ay deHnitel.v that 
lack of capital i~ the responsibility of the 
Covcnlnlcnt. ~ tL._:t ln_f'k of experjencc wlll 
not be oycrcorr1c vYith nPIY settlers: and that 
lnck cd road:-'. altllourd1 it i~ a bandicap, 
Joc~, not pH'YE'llt i:hc f<~rnv'l' frorn producing 
cn•arn i( lH' ha:-:-: g{-t tll('- grass of the 
quality neLC'ssary to prodnce it. l think that 
is rt ~onnd nrRUlncnL u11d I aclYotatv that 
in all land scttlen1ent i11 this. Stab:' the first 
consideration should be the quality of the 
land, itlthongh before tho land is opened 
llf'Ce,. ··Ul'Y roads ~hou1d be con::;trDct d, th 
nece->::;;;ar~: f-inaucf' shonlcl rnade aYailahle, 
and facilitlc' for tlw prn htt·P. 

J\fr. (J"Kr.nE: There 1s also tlw quality 
of the cow. 

J\h'. ICF::'\:'\Y: Thnt is " In· 
forrnatio11 alon~ the l1nc" L 

ha; not C't bCcn t:i,·en to 
nn·1 we c tnnor ( a:;.t i11t llige11t vote~ 
ont it. 

Tlv 1·epod rPfPtTf1 cl to also suitl thai: sonu:: 
~ettlr-rs \Yf'i'e COlllpc~llPd to ·"er-k work else
when'. Had they harl land of good qualih
tbc\ .,.onld not haYt' hcu1 to ~C'ek \YOrk 

._ .\ farn1cr on p·ood la:!ld can 
wf(kc f;~nl pay: if h~ has to seek 
',York elscv>.'hf'n' hi~ farn1 rnust be ucglt'Ct!'d. 
A farmrr who ha:::. to go off hi-, fanu ::;crk
jng \"','Ol'k c].;:.F\' here bc:-aus(• his f ,nn v:ill not 
keen hi1r1 will ncn•r be' ;-1 ble to 1nakp ;.;ufficiellt 
to ·keep his farm. 1\'c ehonld sec ihat a. 

i~ proYided '.':ith a farn1 of ;.;uch. a 
that it \'l·lll be\ able to :~~- ~·p hnn 

and that he shulllti not fmd it to 
work elsc\vhe1 C' to keep tlH' £ann 

The SECRET.1,RY ror. P:-BL1C \YanKS: ~\re 
you in fa your o£ tlw Bill? 

:\lr, KE~"JY: If tlw Secrctan for Public 
\York~ JYould listen to the .deb.ate <Jnd 1ny 
contribution thereto he \Yould know that, 
,~ hilst I agr·"' \Yith the opPning of land for 
,,,ttJc•ment. I hold the yicw that it should 
bC' carried out on n :-:.ouud b:u;i:-'~. T hav8 
alrer.dv statNl 1l1at \Yhcre tlw interc,ts of 
fol:..-3-tr': and agricnlturr co11flict, Agricul
ture shoulcl preYail. If the Eung·elb land 
is good quality land th(•n make it f"':tYctilu!~J(~ 
for settlcmr-nt. but 111-aJ.cP it aYailable on a 
basis that 11 ill be profitable to the nPw 

selector. I q;ppmt the Bill m1 that con
dition. I haY(' asked the ~lini~ter for cC'r
tr~ in information on tiljs que~tion. In 
deEYPring his ~C'C{md reading ~per-ch he 
should have tolr1 us eYer.,·thing· that ns m 
his mind in cor,ncction with these lands. 

Tl!e SErRET.\RY FOR P-cBLIC LAxllS: That 
would mean that I would be talking until 
next week. 

:\fr. KEN~Y: If the TIIinistcr had a 
sou11d case he could, in a five-1ninutes speech. 
glYe us all the inforrnation nccp...:~ary to 
;uablc us to support this mcasurP. A fort
night ago I asked that certain reports by 

Jllr. Kun: :;.] 



1316 Eungella State Forest [ASSE~IBLY.] Amendment of Boundaries Bill. 

the department slJOuld be tabled in thi' 
House. but thev were not tabled. Ho\Y
C"<,'0r. I atn not ioing to oppose tho Bill. I 
hope to be able to snpport the Bill, but 
much will depend on the reply by the 
'llini.-ter. He has also stated that the 
fanners at present in this localitv have been 
a bi._• to carrv on onlv because of the credit 
gi\·cn to th~1n by the business COlntnunit~T. 
That is a Yery SPrious stnten1ent to nHd~o 
now thr;t ¥\'P are trdkinq: of n1nking further 
land HYailaldt• for ~ettlcmcrn. ThP L1nd 
C01nn1i~ .ionPr baf' nbo po~ut~·d out t b:1 t on ]·1• 

r , credit given by the business cotnnlunitY 
tw" en a bled th~:sc settlers to continue so 

I hope that \YC are 11ot going to 
with the prospects of these 1ce'v 

c,etj 1\'l'". b(!_uking on the hope that the busi+ 
Ilf'~~ connnunity \Yil1 lH'O,-idf' then1 with 
r-!H' nccc:-:;sarv credit to Pnable thr-rn to rarrv 
on. If they arc to gcmblc on iho chance 

f tf1o business community providinrr thcrn 
' ith the neces·.<nv nodit then we~ should 
ad-.-i~c thnn at o~nce 1:ot t.o take up this 
lnnd. Lut it i~ ano1h£'r rnattcr j£ tho Agricul
tur l Bt~nk .i~ going to provide thn neces:::arv 
financial ilCC0lllllJOdation; that policv is tO 

b.v the DPpartmcnt o( l'ul>li<· 
:\Iini,ter has llot intimated 

latter course ',':ill be pursued. 
The SE(J'(.i'\T?.Y ro-- PrBLJ( \YonKs: The 

L hour Gu t-rmncnt will do the right thing. 

}ir. I-:EXKY: I ha Ye Labour Go-
Y{ rlll!If'J:t-. do t1Je wrong so often 
t !J,n I he,;tatc to bl'lie,-r that the statemont 
1;;- tho Sccl'ctarv for Public \Vorks i3 correct. 
Tile L<J bo1n· Go~-nnnnent d-id the wrong thing 
in connc~·tinn with 11f'erbu.tTUnl, and \vha.t is 
1lJOrc n1adc th(~ s 1n1e 1ni~take tv--:·ice. 
T_~~,uaii:.· a rnan Jnakes a rnistakc he 
take c,-:rc io sec that thP rni::--take is not 
rrpeate;.l. 

T!u~ s~ BFT.\i~Y FOR P1TBLlC' \YORKS: You 
11Ftkc n1l~takPs ever.. da~. 

~Ir KEN~·y: Thn rnr~n wbo does not 
nl:tkf' a 111i take d·JC'~ not make anvihinrr 
at alL but I nc,-cl' n1ake the san1c niistak~ 
t.,-•;ice. 

TJH~ }Iini:~h:r <11 0 clain1" Hlat the Eungolla 
1and~ \'ill be frcquu~tc~d by tourists, but 
I clo m,t fc•'l that l agn;e .,-ith his con-
i f'lli ion::;. I arn that th0 tourists 
will not Yisit the Etwgclln s' ttlement to 
,,.~tf'h 1nilki~g cows; thev can 

done in an:• part of Australia. 
tlw trnpicfll Yeg£~tation is removed 

tl,~ attractiYenc·' of tlw place. from the 
pnint of ,·icw of tourist traffic. is lost. 
Touri't traffic depends to a very large 
t."-::tf)nt upon the tnne aYrrilable to tourists 
Yi~iti11g the locrditi(~s concerned. 

:\fr. O'T(EEFE: iYhat about the Atherton 
Tableland? 

~fr. KE:'\::\'Y: QuitP n nmnlwr of tourists 
Yi•it the ,\the;·tcJn Tableland not to see 
tlw lnnd rnuch n_o.; to Yiew the lakes and 
other spots, but one of the biggest 
rktrim.,nts to thP tourist iTaftic in the North 
i.' tlio ins!lflicicnt time allowed for tourists 
to Yir'w thll sights. The Tourist Bureau 
does not allow·~ tourists sufficient time to 
visit the bc'.:mtv spots in the North, and it 
i~ inHH)l'tDnt that visitors to this State should 
be allowed nn1ple tirno in which to visit the 
various loc.tlitill.,. I trnst that I ha,-e made 
mv pc·sition clear to the ::\Iinister. I have 
endt':1YoureJ to point out in him the wcak
n- o:ses c£ his c.:~se in ndYccating the opening 

[JJ r. J( ~1111 y. 

of thc·,o lands. I have endeavoured to point 
out the dit1iculties confronting the brmers 
to-da v and the dilliculties that will besei 
the ;;ew settlers upon the Eungella lands. 

I hcwe tried not to condemn the :Minister 
unheard. I ask him to suDplv this Hou,e 
with the information I desire. If it ;s m 
the direction that the Minister suggests, 
then l shall have no he·-itation in giving 
this Bill my blessing and expressing the 
hope that the futuro of the settlers will be 
bNter than the present plight of . many 
sC'tt1ers engaged in a sirnilar occupation iu 
other parts of Australia. 

~fr . .J. G. BAYLEY (Trl;llmtm) [3.13 
p.nt. "] : This d0batc is 'crv 'intPresiing if 
for no other reason than '1t has l'(~YPaled 
verY clear!.- t\VO distinct .,chools of thought. 
OnC, \Yhicl{ we mav tcnn the forestry school, 
is headc'd bv the hon. rnernhcr for Cunning
ha_ln, who. ·by the ,,·a.y, n1ade an PX{ Pl]ent 
:::peoch, judgPd by his standard", for tho 
C'llC'Oluagomcnt of for\_~try; on the other 
hnncl. ' (' ha\'e the dos r 'l'ttlt>rncut school 
·with its Dl<lxinl " Go on the land. )·onng 
nwn." I an1 not follo\ving Pithct· of tho~e 
schools to-dav. because I clo not SC<' the 
necessity for' opening up any a·dditional 
lamb in the :IIackav district. whctlwr tlw:
bt: fore::;t lands or 3,gricu~tural lands. The 
~Iini:-;t\_'r has rriYcn scvPral rca:::ons wll\- addi
tionrd rttlcu~eut ~honld tako place~ The 

r ason he propou11clcc1 was the 
of proYicliug ar1di6ona] laud facili-

10 0nalllc the pCO]Jlc of :;\lackay to 
nbta in ~nfTicic,nt rnilk and other dairy pro
ducts. \Yln- go to the Em>gclla fore"t for 
those' purpo-es. \Yhcn thrrc arc thou~and.::: 
of acres n:.uch nearer }1ackay it2elf? 

FOR PrnLIC L.,XDS : ::\' ot 
the Crown. 

}lr. J. C. D..:\.~lLEY: I do not (·lain1 thc~t. 

The SEcRI:TARY FOR PnnLH· L·\XIJS: I do. 
1JC'( a us(' I kr~ow tbero are not, thousand:~) of 
acres of land nC'arer ::\larkaY controlled hv 
the Crown. · · 

1\Ir. J. G. R-\ YLEY: Tt doc•s not alter 
the fact that tlPn• arc thousands of acres 
tnuch nC'arcr tho eltv of l\1ackav far better 
suited for the clairv ·indmtn th,;n any other 
land thut tnay br~ Opened u1J ln the I~~·nnge11a 
district. 

Mr. O'KEEfE: \Vlwre a bouts' 

Mr. J. u. HAYLEY: In and around 
]\iackay. For mrtll\' vears much of this land 
has been under cu.lti'vation for the purpose 
of growing sugar-canf'. Tl1c I\Iinistcr ~a_id 
tlmt the sugar industry has reached 1ts 
limit in the 1\Inclmv district. \Ye all kno\Y 
that is so. although, mcmbPrs of the Govern
ment did not aclmit that fa.ct '"hen v.c were 
cliscu."ing the Bill to prm-idc a harbour for 
::\1ackav. That does not alter the fact that 
the llr;tits have been r0acbed in regard to 
the grm.-th of W":n-canc in that district. I 
w0nt ~o far as to sa~~. in ~j)f'aking on thr: 
Bill to proYide a harbour for tho Mackay 
district. that the time would come .,-hen the 
area of land under sugar-cane in that dis
trict \YOulcl be greatly reduced. ·what is to 
be done YYith thece lands if they cannot be 
ntiliscd for the growth of cane? "\re the7 
to remain idle' 

The SECRETARY FOil PnBLIC LAKDS: There 
is nothing to preYent thcrn from going in1o 
dairying at tbP present time. 
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:\11". .] . G. DA YLEY: The :Minister 
admits it. He says there is nothing to 
prcYent rhc holders of those lands from 
u.:ing thcn1 for dairying purposes at the 
!H'•. <·nt time. but he is going to add to 
thc·ir difficulties by throwing open cheap 
land.~ in the Eu11gcl1a forest. 

The SECRETARY FOR Prm.IC L\XDS: That 
the rnilk in the cocoanut? The O\Yncrs 

fl,"kitJg fro:n £80 to £100 an acre for 
lalld. 

~Ir. J. G. }3_.:\ -y LEY: I tun not asking 
:at tlw o·. Ec•rs of tiwsc lands should sell 

t h.~·1n; l nn; _:;;uggt>.stjpg that the people who 
~tle cngag·cu 111 gTO\YIJJg sugar-cane, and who 
ar1' ihc O\n;crs c,£ l~tnd in l'Cspoct of which 

: xist. should use that 
Lu,d foL' da.~1·y purpo::-c:'i. 

:0-fr. L\HCO:'>tnE: If they '.\'Oll't ntili~r it 
L, dain·iug, holY wonld ·you acquire it'? 

l\Ir .. J. G. Bj .. -YLBY: could conl-
hut there 

1 hat \iTl'e 

to icnd 
liur>~ 1uuch nf 

idle. \Yhid1 in the 
Ltt:!l' \\·i;I tn 1i<' idle :-:o far a::; 
t Le urrar i...; C'Ol1f'E'l'llCd. <'Ould be 

;u1Ynut<1fl'COu~ly for dairyi11g 

:-ngal' land ln 
i11 'c•ry s1nall 

. :\Ir . .r. U. fL-\YLJ.;Y: :\Inch nf that land 
1;;_ held i!i 'lllall area~. but there is nothing 

prCYC' 1 H a n1an, t:YGn on a sn1all area. 
._ < a s1nall number of dair-\' 

~-anle, <:tll(l ill ,,·a:- adding to his annual 
Inc-rcnH'nt. The rainfall is excellent; it 
Y<"Hies frmn 70 to ()0 inches annuallv. I do 
not ach·ccatc dairying 011 thP land :1cljacent 
to tho sea coa~t. a::; Inuch of it is sour and 
tnnuitccl for the• purpo:;;;c. 

I an1 1·cf\'rring to land~ that for YP .rs 
han• bc--u 1mdec cultiYatio11. Yrith 't-J1o~e 
land~ daji \·in~ _-..YmJ~d f--iinply b,-• an inlproYc
ll:c-nc on tht' Lt!lo'.Ylllg sy:3b•n1. ,, ...... all kuow 
1 lll<lJJy-_ Ul!1(' JannC'rs are compnllccl to 

il:Pii' 1:-:nd. but th<·rt• \'>Ould be no 
fr~r 1nc•u engaged in tho sugar inclus-

1-r.Y to. rl:at if t)!(':'-T v;outd plaee n portion 
of tht•1r LnHl !tllder ts . .;; for clair'· pnr-
po.-;e.". I1 !Ht' 11::. thar a C'Pl'blln tinlP a 

of ilh.' L!ld ·would b(~ used for dairv-
·nd thr :-:-r,Il IYonld b0 gu•atly cnrjdJt;d 

h·· rra~CJll of tlH' application of nJaJHll'C 

thP cnrtl('. \Yh{•IJ tl1e tiillf..' carr1c to 
nnorlwr por~iou of the ~ugar land-the dairy 
l<.1Hd. if n1i~·ht call it. such--would b·~~ 
J·lnc-ccl mHI{•r < LlitiYation, and the re ualnJr'l' 
of 1 h(• I and ,._ oulcl roYcrt to pastun•. It i~ 
~ lon~ tlJC: . ..:e li~u~·~, rather than i11 the (;pen
l!lg" up of addnio::u1l land, that the :-'Ol ut ion 
lie~ \Y, ha \'C the land; we ha Ye t'nc rail-
1vays. 

The Sw;'ET.'RY FOR I'cBLIC L·\XIJ~: The 
~·npitali~t ha:;; the land, nHd wants the pc-oj)b 
to pay £30 ro £v0 pt•r acre fo1 it. 

:\Ir .. T. C.;. BAYLEY: :'\o ~apitalist , ill 
,.liow hi Ltnd t0 Jic idle 1f ho finds it 
l'O"-.iblc to sl'Ctll'P an -aclcquatp return 
frmu that. land. I contend that the land i:-~ 
th€'rf', thut i1 1" highly suitable for dairyillp-. 
and t]w.r the Go-..-ernrn(•nt \Vonld. lw iYPll 
nd1·i~l'd to n.;;e cYcry endcayour to get. 1nen 
tht•rp to cntt-r the dairying inJustry rather 

than open up lands alJOut which there i~ a 
groat deal of contro,·ersy. The hon. rnPI_n
lJ,•r for ~\lirdlli. who ~hould loww thi:-5 dls
tnct,- is strong{v of opinion that the lands 
arP exceilcnt fm the purposes that the 
:0.linister has in Yioiv. On the other ha11d, 
the ho11. menllJcr for Cunni11gha1n, IYho has 
had cousiderablc ('Xperioncc as a fannel', 
and who haYing. l~Ycd on tho puwns ,for 
111all:·T yeat~, CL'rta1n1y knows goou :'Oil -..-...-nen 
he f'e('s it, is just as strongly of opinion 
that the 1Hnds are not suited 10r that pur~ 
po~c. So \\'C ha Ye t he:-:n t\\ o n1cn 
OIYH midst. bor h of wh01n c:tn be 
a.--J expert"~ differing 011 this quo~tJon. \Ye 
find ont~ido al.:;,u cliif~~rillg. J\Ir. 
s·wain, l Jorc~tr~- ex:pc·::_·t, ~:tid one tbing·; 
_}fr. Pa:vne. of the J..a11d .:-\cbHinjstralion 
Board, ~d .. id nnothcr thing. \Yhat are 1\e 

to 1_,('Iit!\"!;; \Y(' do kHow tba,t t1w luncb 
to \\'hich l n:fcn·r'd aL.: <.-ttllOlEr t the richo~t 
in Queen:--! nd. a11d that tho ~-ainfaJl is all 
that can be d(?sired for dairying purposes. 

rainfall. 70 to 80 jnchcs per 
lL to oLtain in sonw .1£ the 

y. ou l1l be 1 oo Hl uch ior 
a~ it dcH.'.'> durin:( a 

the VCUl' it iYiil ill: 110 detri
nlLLcr an~ ~Hh'allragc lo dairying. 

_;up port tLc Bill, bee an~e 1 C'Oll
at the prc~c-ut tinll1 

to opPH up land~ in ancl rrl"OlltHl 
the I\Iacka:: di,trict. 

:ur. GOJJFHEY .'.IOHGA:\' (Jiuril!a) [3.20 
l <Lltl Oll<' uf those \\ ilo thi11k that 

~etdcL.lllll :-,Luul:.l nut 1~(~ lo·;keLl ll1.lOll 

as a. pariy qt1l':;tiol1, ju-,L ab the question of 
1·ailY1 ay COI!::,truction '.V<t~ ne..- er rcgn.n.lt;d on 
part." Jine~. lf profital!l(~ ~c1 tleuH'llt eau be 
lUldcrr.ukcn on ny portio11 of the ]and in 
QL.lC'('tJ:'ila.nd-['rofitr' blc 110t oHly frmn l he 
11<1int of Yi·:w L·on1 f:!,tate. bnt aL-o fnnu 
1lle standpoint of inasll!:H"h as 
ilJe\· 1\ ill lw able to rHakc a <1IHl ren.soll-
nblC li n:l]lwod on it-the GoverunlC'llt ha..-e 

right to giYc consid('nltion to that 
So far ru3 thi;;; lnw.l IS con

c ... rned.. wt< ha YP : ,·n se hools of opunon. 
\\-c haYe tlte O]linion c•x:Jn·e:-;scd [J:: tlw Sc-c
retar\· fol' PHlJlic LaJJd.s. who n1orc or le ~ 
darnr;:-; thf_: sc•rt;< ment \Yith fa.int llraisu: 
and on the ntht•r hand -.,ye haYe the opinion 
of n1P:1 <'Onn•r:-:<:uJt. fon.::-:;trv that the 
];J ud would be 'v,tlun blc if 
utili:<'d for fnrc:-try In arriving 
at n dcei-..imt J11 iYC s1:onlc1 
enJ('aYour to a :~cnaill ,-;;:,~tt ~,onrce 
tl1· State \T1lil l'f'Hi) the gn·aie t arnouut of 
\'.'ealdJ, and ju \\hDt din·r·tion the grcatc6t 
.auwntit of PlllploynHmt iYill be :-;tinnllated. 
] f 1\"P u1 i l i:-5t· T hc> la ··.d fol' dai1·.:iug; purpo:-:c · 
a fp\\· ' will be "'ltlecl. \Ylwt \Yill be 
the of il:o::'<' faruH~r~ if tlwv do no 
LettPr than fanHPr-- ·who ha H: Le.:·~~ c ,f~ll
lishcd on adjat ellt h.r:ch for the la~t tl'i enty 
years"? A'")parclltly 110 c::mflict of opi11iou 
{•xi:-;t on tlto flllr' . .;;tion of the th·lt 
has attcnclPd the c!Im-to of these 
becaUi'C' both the ~Iinister in charge of thi" 
Biil Hncl the cx-Sccr<:tary for l'ublie Lanclc', 
1:ho hac1 an opportunity 0£ visiting the land, 
are nppare11tl~Y of the same opinion. The~ 
ex-}lini -tcrl who is a practical farmer with 
a. li fctiinc of experience, .an cl iYith a 
thorongh knO\rlcclge of dw clilferonce 
lJPhYePll goucl land and bud land, met these 
fanner~. and ~>·a~ told bv them that as a 
dairying pro;1osition tl1c ~land was n1ore or 
}pss a faiinre. The }Yljnister in charge of 
this Bill told us that these farmers were 

!Ylr. j]Jorgdn.] 
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certainly not prosperous. aiHl had not mudo 
of tl:oir enterprise, l•ut that if the 

LO\Y contcn1plated \;ere llHJ

anJ roads wer£' con~tructcd 
would be gi' en for the~~ 

\Yho had not succet=- :lrd to ~ell 
ctlwr.,, 

On the other hand, we know from the 
report ~f thP oflicials of the F_orestry Depart
ment tnat thet·e IS " quantity of valuable 
ltmbor on that land, and that good wages 
arc canwd by timbcr-gettPrs, and a groat 
~m?unt of ~n1plo:nuent is proYidcd in that 
Illoustry. \1, c know. too, unfortunatelv. that 
0\·cn if a dairy fanner is on the bOst of 
land he is not in a position to pav what are 
termed b:v Goycrnrucnt Ine1nbcrs ~" decent " 
Wage~. rfhe <1YOI'ago dairv farrnor Who has 
a farnil~T to a~-;ist him 1nav bo a.ble to put 
a litt.Jf <1 wa v !ur a rainy da)T, but the farmer 
\\)10 L~ con:pell d to pay IYH,2.C"' C:1lillOt do s::. 
I cry oftcl!, the emploYee on a clairv farm 
rccPiYP'i a grecttcr pOrtion of the~ cream 
chequf' than i'_c fnrmf'r. r:rh;.'; lilatfl•] :-:hould 
be. cono'idC'~·cc1 frorn the \Yen 1th-11roducing 
pomt of ne\\·. The Sccrdarv for Public 
Lands h ' told u' of timbers .. that at one 
tin1e \VPl'to considcr0d to be practicaJlv ya]ue
lc~s, and arc~ no~.'.~ in _great Cl.en111nd, a~nd that 
the snle o{ tlwt tunbcr is no\V ac.:,,.istinrY 
ronsidcrably to augrncnt th~ fuHtnces. of th~ 
StatP, Hc<1 rin~ that in Ininc1, serious con
;..;iclerntiou should l1c giYcn to the question 
1Yhcthcr thr: settling of fifteen or t\yentv 
familic, on the land would be more advaD:
tagcous to i·he Stale than if a sirnilar nurnbcr 
of ~nPn \H~l'P Pngagod in tirnber-gotting on 
that country· for ~nany yrar· to COlllf\ \vith 
the prc"pcct of inrrt>ascd values for timber. 

Land of i-hPt rlf'scription often looks Yerv 
rich in it~ Yirgin state o\vlng to the faCt 
that for hundreds of vcars leaves have 
dropp(•d 8_nr1 Ll.0Ll~,"C'.cl a~A fonncc1 a soil 6 
o.r 8 inches ln d( r1th, \Yhich is cxccptionallv 
l'lch, but if th1t lane] is denuded of scrub 
ancl C'XJK:-cd to tlte wind <lncl sun it verv 
often d<'~-crioratP-, C'(HJsidcrably, and in ~ 
shori- pcr1od. b\co1nes nf'ele~,s frmu an agricul~ 
tuml or clctirymg standpomt. 

In l'Cf:'" trd to lan(l sct.tlerrwnt genern1ly
UJJ_d I refer to all Governn--:cnts-vcry great 
rmst 1k< ' ha Ye been Quite a number 
of 1 ~nd nt hr1 \'P L~'~ n adopt d 
du.rtllf.t pa~t ftft~v yearF in Quecn~lancl, 
ancl lu~vc not proYcd ~.nece<;t<;;fu1. Our ex11eri
l'J1CP ha~ often been that, nohYithstanding 
rhc fa\" JHr,tble report:-; rf'ccived fro:m ex11ert'S 
in rP·.o•·d to the .-.uitability of the land, 
rv_0nt:::.' l~aY. provPd then the ex1wrt~ 1\C'l'f' 

cnistal\f'n. ThP arlYice of experts in regard 
to land -C'tt!Pment should be accepted with 
caution. because the PXpi'rts mav be uncon
~cionf'lv inHnrncccl in their ~ ronclusions 
bec>:.,use of the Juwwl0rlo'e that the Govern
ment df -ir- cl to procc"d~-\vith a srttlement. 

The 81 -,nEr_\HY FOR PT-BLTC LA:NDS : Exactly 
wlwt do you rnPan by that? 

~lr. GODFREY ::\10RGA:'\: ,-\n PXJWrt 
may bn uneonsriously influenced by tho 
knoiYlcdu:c the GoYei·nnlcnt v.-erc d(-.;;irous 
of settling- p0ople on nn arc'a on IYhj(:h he 
,-..-as asked to l'f'POrt. Take railwav con
~truct1on as Bn illustration. The c~~runis
sioner for Railways is a:o:;kcd to rPport on 
any raihvay propo."al. His report 0~1 everv 
railwa~v c ]nstnF'teCI dur1llg the la-..t hYcnt}~
finl -years has been fayourahle. It has stat~d 
that ,,·ithin a certain period the liue would 
be self-supporting, but hon. !nr~~nbr>r-; are 

[ 111r .• ~1 organ. 

aware that in 90 per cCIIL of the cases th• 
Counni::;sioner ha~ been wrong. Instead of 
being self-supporting it has- been a losing 
proposition. The Ccrn1nissioncr waf': desirous 
of assisting the Governrncnt, knowing that 
the latter favoured the cm1struction of the 
line anrl knowing that if he re.portcd 
Hnfa mm·ably the Govcrnu1Pnt would not 
Lriug the proposal before Parliarnent. 

The SECRET\RY FOR PuBL1C L.\)IDS: That i2 

not the 1vay we run QueCll:;\land to-day. 

~Ir. UODFREY MOHCA~: We know 
perfr:-·Uy well that particnlar ofllcers arc 
cl('' irou.o and nnxionf' to oycrcon1c diffJcultie~ 
f:;r the GoYernn1cnt if tlte GoYernrucnt, haYe 
set their tnind::- nu th<' achieventC'!lt of a 
certain object. The point I am troubled over 
i~: Doe tho SccretaJ'v for Publlc .LaJKL3 
in l1i:-; O\\·n heart. ,.,-1lPiY;er he be experiencJ?cl 
o•· othc·nYiso rcallv bclim-c thd the settlers 
t ~ be placed on t l~1s a l'._ a v;·ill be any n1ore 
:-:. :cccs~fltl than thnse ?..lrcatl-.:- tht-n-: '; If tht=-' 
h ~11. gcnt]clnan has good rva~on for his 
opi~ion thon he shonld tell the J-[m!'e. \Ye 
l.ctYP bef'll told that certain roads '"ill he 
crJnsi-ructed, aud \vhat I sa~~- in this regard 
I v·onld ask thP S0crdarv for Puhl1c \Yorks 
Rho to brJT in rn:1HL J\t\ rem;1d:::~. concern 
:not onh- rJacls cmJ~t1·nciPr1 lr: thf~ l\fa]n 
Rofld;, Cornn1i~sion b1:t al~n H{nsc l1nilt by 
tl1c Dennrhncnt of P 'blil' Lanrl_..; in areas 
openrd ·up for selection. In 111 nr•T casr,-. t]H' 
]8nr1 lt::-elf ls of llttlL· Yrdut>. For exarnplc. 
h•t U"' t,.kr tJu~ va\no of a fann to hf' scn·ed 
1")~' :l l'OCH1 HS l •1-\\'N'll £500 and 
£LOCO. In _,rc1cr Q,'iY'-1 ac·. f ;.; to that fnrn1. 
in nJo!Jnt ·inou~ or co>nJtr~- of n ron~d1 natnrc 

ror c! 1·. {'O!l~tnF't r1 <H :1 eo si. of £1,00C 
"'' £6.000 It ;, thns fonr.cl that a 
road A fan 1 Yaluecl at £500 to 
?l.Or~ cost3 nm·t hin<r from £1.000 to £3.000. 
In other words. tl)c cost of the road i .. 
Cl'< ale•· .than the Yalnf' of the farm to Lc 
o:0fY('d h.~· it. 

The SECRET.\E'i' !·,OH PrBLTC '\YnR.:r~s: That 1s 
alJ"OltltC'l)· ab~u1·cl. 

:'\fr. CODFUEY ;\IOR(~A:"~: Tt ;, not nhso
lntC'lY nbsnrd. It. f:,tn bP .<ho-,yn that rcurb 
h 1 ,-e· }wen c-or".tructf'{1 along thP front of a 
)Jf( rwrt~ a f.;rcatt:'\' crJd. th.;n thP pr~''~('l_1t 
'nlnP of fa1·1n. T't 1ll'l11Y cast><:'. the ~~_Lau1 
Road..; Covr!Ini~sio.J. l1a.; cOnstructPd roads 
ro : inv u,> to £7. 0 00 or £8.00(] a m;lc. 

ThP SECHFTARY FOR PVBLTC '\YanKS: That is 
" fliiferPnt etrLtcnwnt frma the one :en made 
Pl'('Yi01lSl~-. 

1\Jr. CODFREY :\IORGAX: \'lo know 
pel'f('Ct}~y wc!l that, tll~ }nncl frontl11g th~~t 
particnlar road could lw l1onght for a great 
de·1l lc~s than the co:;;t of constructing the 
ro<Jd. I atn not conJ]llaining r<'garding the 
comtruct.icn of the roacl lwcausc I sa:~· that 
if the Goycrnrncnt arc foolish Pnough to 
open up !and difficult of acce's then the 
(;-o,Tcriunc,nt haYC' PYf'-rv right to give the 
-cttlers in that loc"litv a road. I am not 
ccm]daining of that at 'alL but I woulcl point 
out that therD are n---.nn? parts of Queensland 
v.·11erc road construction would be coinpara
tiYely cheap as compared \Yith the cost of 
roads of this nature and \Yonld serYe a 
greater area and giYe acc0:;;s t:J land equally 
tt:' ~·oocl if not bcth.'r than that under dis
cussion. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PcDLIC L\XDS: It is 
easy for you to sa:;~ that. but you cannot 
prove it. 
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~\Ir. GODF.REY ::\IORGA:'-J: L'nfortun
ntely I haYe not had the opportunity of 
~'r-Piug the land, but \Ve ha Ye had eYidc•nce 
put before m to-day. I listPncd attcntiYel.v 
both to •. hat the Sccretarv for Public Lands 
.1l!_td to sa:7 and the hou. n1Crnber for fluHning-
1tam. I am not treating this Bill frorn a 
party polnt of Yil'W but as a Queensland( e 
nnd a taxpayer. Fron1 a political point, of 
,·iew it does nci concern rnc. I kept an 
open mind, al!Cl I haYe to admit that tho 
hoi'l. UlPrnbcr for Cunningharn won the 
debate. I-Ic \Va" 1nore conclusive and n1ore 
logical than was thr ~linistcr rn charge of 
l 1w Bill. 

The Sr:cRET.\RY FOR PoBLic LAxns: You 
I'Ondrmrwcl it on 1t" fln:.t readlng. 

~~Ir. CODFR.EY :\IOR.GXr\: The hon. 
r::crnlwr for Cunuingham psintcd out that 
t:tat land \YRS not suitalJlf' fron1 a dairying 
noird of YiC\Y bl.lt 1\<lS crninentlv suitable 
from tlie YiP\Ypoint of forcstr0•. He 'hmn'd 
to 11wmbcrs how the land would lw pro
fh1·:=>tin-~ of n1or0 vYeahh and w:;ulc1 proYiclP 
cmplo. n1cnt for a greater nlllnbcr of n::(·ll 
<H n higher raic of wage if it \vere grow-

timber than if it .,-ere usccl for the 
inclnst-ry. II i~ argu!uents praYed 

\Yho \Y~rc prcpal'f'cl to be c·onyincccl 
~l1at tht-' ~Iini:'tur \Yas not ju:tiflcd in OlK'll
lll~· np tl1i."' land f.Jr dairying pnrpo:'.C'' 

to consider all sides of this 
{['ll' ... tio1l. nlar1v -when the n1aitcr is not 
n p·nty ical onC. :\o one can conYincP 
HH' that \Tif•ws of anv hon. nH~Inbcr arc 
changecl an~· speech' deliYcrcd i11 this 
Hou:-;·.: corcernlng a party political rnattcr. 
I I111YC hcPll here too long to bC'lieYe that. 
Xo 1nnttc'r l10w brilliant inay be a ~peech 
rleliwrccl b:· a :\Iini.,tor, he will not be 
sueces::,fnl in converting an hon. tncmber 
~itting on thi~ side on .a party llOlitical 
quf'stion: and 110 rnatter l1ow brilliant n1ay 
b0 a ~rlccch ·ck1iYPrPc1 frotn this side of the 
I-iomiC'. the spf'alcer vvill not :-:uc('eed in con
\"t'rting nny lllf'Ill1JPr opposite to his point of 
Yic\\-. I hrtvc enrlcaYourccl to consider this 
n1attcr iinp;n ,,ially, and I sugge.;:t that the 
Minister shmdd be prepared to accept the 
nch-ic-c of those people who are compot.ent 
to 1riYe it. 'J'he official reports that he has 
read in support of the Bill arc not suffi
cient to ju,hfy t!Je action of the Govern
Hlcnt in ta kin!:?' this land from the control 
of the Forestry DPparbncnt ttnd placing it 
tmdcr the control of the Department of 
Public Lands for settlement purposes. The 
r Yidcnco i., all in fa, our of allowing the 
land to rernain a~ a forest reserve. and so 
far as t am concerned the Forestry Depart
n~r-nt has won the clay. However the 
1\Iini,tcr has clocidecl to ~·ake the land 'avail
able for settlement. I am very eorry that 
hf' has ,er-n fit to interfere with the control 
of this land, especially in view of his acknow
ledgment that up-to-date settlement in this 
nrea ha-~ been a failure. Despite that frtct 
he proposes to place more men and women 
on the la11d practicallv to stan-e and that 
i-- a wrong thing to do. ' 

The :Vfinister may point out that when 
this land is made available for settlement 
hundreds of applications will be rcceiYcd. but 
is it not well known that hundreds of 
applications arc received for all land that 
is made a'"ailable for settlement' I ha Ye 
often a,kecl settlers who have failed on their 
blocks why they selected the miserable coun
try that they did, but they have always 

pointed out that the department that made 
the lar.d available for selection and inYitecl 
applications £or it should ha Ye known 
whether the land was suitable for the pur
pose or not, and the fact that the land 
was made aYailable for srettlement by the 
department and applications were called for 
the blocks was accepted by the new settlers 
'" a guarantee that the land was suitable for 
the puq1ose set out. 

The PRE:\IIEH : Ha ye you seen this land' 

Yr. CODFREY MORGA~: x~ 

ThP l:'RE:\IIER: I ha Ye, a11d it IS vory good 
land. 

i\1r. GOTJFREY MORGA~: I have 
ahead,- told the House that I listened very 
attentively to a speech delivered by the 
,\linioter. and that I wanted to de:cl with 
tll(' lUUttPr frOill a 11011-party l)Oillt of vieW. 
l haw also stated that l listened very atten
tivelv to the speech deli,-cred by the ex
Secretar\· for Public La,nds, the llon. n1cm ber 
for C:m;1inglrarn. The :Minister has stated 
that the settlers at present in the locality 
b1YC bet'll a failure. 

The l'RDIIER: Oh, no ! 

i\Ir. C()DFREY MOR.GAX: The Minister 
deliuitelv stated that ,dlCn this land is 
opr-nccl ~up and road:-5 are constructed, tbe 
t"ettlPr~ wl1o haYl~ been fanurc.s will sell 
cut to the ncwcmnpr;:;:, \Yho will perhaps 
haYc more capital anJ .,-ill be able to develop 
the laud to a greater extent. The new 
'il.'ttlcnlHlt i..;; actuallv rond{~Hlno<.l bv the 
T\lini~tPl' ont of hi~ o\n1 n1onth. -

The T'RD!IER : know all th(' settlers 
there. 

i\lr. GODFREY :\10RGAX: Does the 
hon. gcnt1C'Jna.n say that thl:y arc succe:::sful? 

The Pm:,JIER: Tlrov havo not had the 
ach-aubtgt• of accet'-~ ~·uads, but those will 
be proviciecl under this scheme. 

21lr. CODFREY :\IORGA?\: The ex
Secretary for Public La11d~. \'rho is a very 
trushvortli:- Jllan, and a rnan vvho has had a. 
lot of )Jractical experience on the land, told 
us that be had 1isited this area, that he 
had come iH eo11tact with the men and hac! 
actually 'Jlokon to them.. They admitted 
(hat theY had not maclo a succ< ,,s on that 
land. , 

The l'unrrER: know eYery ono of them 
im1i,·iclualh-. and I haYe known them for 
Years. Th·(,_, arc cntin'lv in fayour of the 
Increased schlen1ent. ~ 

1\Ir. GODFR.E'L :\10RGAX: The ex
Secrctan- for Public Lands informed us that 
he had 6oen told by the present settlers that 
the land was not mitablo for the purpose 
that is claimed for it. 

The PRrDriER: Their difficultv and their 
complaint for vears have been that the 
Forestr,- Depart-ment placed undue restric
tions upon them which preYented them from 
elm-eloping- their areas in a proper way. 
That is !he whole case. 

1\Ir. GODFREY MOHGAN: That may be 
so. 

The PRE,ITEll: I shall take you up there 
for a "·eck-end. 

:VIr. GODFREY MORGAX: Unfortu
natelv. hon. members who haYe not seen 
the area mmt he guided by official reports. 
It would be quite a difierent matter if we 
.,-ere dealing \\·ith an area of land in my 

Mr. M organ.l 
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own electorate, because I would then be able 
to speak with some authoritv. I do claim 
to know a little about the quality of land. 

The PRE:IIJER : When I retire I will take 
up land there mvseif_ because it is one 
of the mo't health-y parts of the State. 

Mr. GODFREY ::\IORGA:'\: It mav be 
one of the most healthy parts of the s'tate, 
ancl an Ideal place for a man living in 
rctu·cnJent. There are n1anv place5 in 
Queensland to-day admirably· suited for 
hc•alth rc;crt;, whcr_e 111any jJoople !in• i11 
retirement, ])l]t v. 1-:IIe these may provicle 
he~1tb.~- and congclllal surroundings for the 
rcs1~lcn b5 they are allnust u~eless from an 
agncu1tural or dairying- point of view. From 
>chat I ca11 gather of tl~c _Minister's remarks 
he. is 11.ot OYC'I'-coufldrnt about the success of 
tills scttlenJcnt. The whole of the evidence 
he p_rocluced comprised reports from officers 
of hiS department_ On the other hand the 
ho!l· rnDml-wr for 11irani, in 'rhose elect~rato 
this land is situated, and who knows the 
c-ountry as well as many of the settlers. stated 
that a number of settlers lmcl forfeited their 
lands. 

:1Ir. \YH:xHOLT: ·what has the Bureau of 
I11dustry said about this scheme? 

Mr. GODFREY i'ITOR.GAK: I do not know 
tha~ the Bnn•au of IndnMl'v has reported 
on 1t. 

The S: ~HETAHY FOR Pt-BL1C TA;:.;ns: The 
officwls of the Department of Public Lands 
~re tho only per2-on~ "\Yho haYo reported on 
Jt. 

Mr. GODFREY :MORO A?>!: The Bm·can 
of Inclustr_v 1Yas cre~ted by the present 
GoYcrn_mcnt. ThPrcfor0~ tho suggestion of 
the ho11. men1lwr for Fassifern i.s a ;;:plendid 
one. I . >Yonlcl sng-gc't that the l11inister 
tel!lpontrJ]y >Yithclm w his- mc·tion with a 
VIew lo the Bureau of Industry to 
rE'Jlort on ~chmile. 

The St:cm:nny ron PnBLro L.\XDS: 'Will 
we sack onr Land .A(hninistration Board? 

:\fr. _ GODFREY :\10RGAX: The Land 
A:clnu,r_llstratJon Boan1 has rr-ported in one 
dll'ectwn, _the _ Forestry Department in 
anotlwr . clli'~ctlon, ancl the agricultural 
experts ltl stJlJ another direction_ \Ve have 
noth1ng dcf111iit~ to go on to enable us to 
make a deci~ion. I do not want to vote 
agamst the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOil PGBLIC LAl-:DS : I do 
11ot rare' •,";hethcr you do or not. 

l\fr. GODFHEY i\-lORGA:-;-: I knm' that, 
because the hon. gentlen1an has a brutal 
majority behind him, and therefore takes 
the stand that, whether I am right or wrong, 
he need not ~~ke any notice of my views 
or OjliJnon '. tlli1t 1 not a ~OllJJd stand for 
a. Minister to adopt. He shonld r~spoct the 
VIews. and opm1ons of the Opposition irre
spoct.Jve of "-hethcr he can carrv the motion 
o~· not, ancl ]n,-ostigate their ~rguments to 
disco,-er whether they arc good or bad. I 
do not do.,ire tl>is or any other resen-e to be 
kept for for.cstry if it is. adapted to agricul
tural or da1ry1ng pursuits. I an1 onlv too 
pleased to see it utilised in that direction. 
\Ve know that the people of :VIackav cannot 
get milk from the South in a first-class condi
tion. and if it is possible we should make 
pl'Ovision to enable them to secure it locallv. 
I. should like tn be able to support the 
Bill and vote for this motion, hut, unfortu
nate]~-. I cannot honest!~- support it. I do 
not know whcthr;r a voto will be taken on 

[Mr. Morgan. 

it, but if a Yote is taken on it I must follow 
tlw ach·icf' of the cx-Seci·etary for Public 
Lands. >Yho put up a most logical argument 
and adduced more convincinu facts than the 
Ylinister. b 

i\11-. \YALKETI (('ooroora) [3.45 p.m.J: I 
han: listened to the debate, which has 
centred around the question whether this 
land should be retained for forestry purposes 
oc· uwd for land settlement. The MinistN'.e 
officers haYe rPportecl on the suitabilitv of 
the !>end for dairying·, ani! after exhaustfYely 
dt•aling with its po:3si!Jilities haYe reported 
i~t the affirrnatiYe. It is pot a very ~asy 
111atter to come to a conclu~1on as to whether 
land is suitable for land settlement or other
wise. Although ;,ome land is not suitable for 
agTJcultural nm·po,cs, it mav be excellent 
clain-ing- land. I dare sav d:at of all the 
lnyc(held for chtir: ing purp~)~c.-:: in the Cooroy 
<h~tnct llOt 40 acre'~ i~ cult i \·atccl. aud :~till 
it i-; a \Yo:r:derfnl di . ..,rrlct. and rb·tt 
onl,v \Yith iLP h;-;-'idance the CO\Yva•·d. ThP 
point to bP det0rmlned lten' i:-' \:ill:ther t!1i.-l 
land is suitable for cla~rying or not. T Yi~itc(~ 
thi· district hYo or three ycar.s ago and 
fonncd the opinion that the gra::;s land was 
equal to an~'thing of it::; kind in Queensland. 
BmnP of tlw land W;l~ 1da1Jtcd vvith llhode-..; 
grn:;. . ,·-onld r::UT\.- a bPa~L to f'YC't·y 2 acrr.::, 
whit h \Yocld giYP. a phcnotnPnal rc.turn. ' 

I hope.' that the Hl'C':l" ·will not h, too sn1all 
as is th? case in r11an~- t..1i~trict:;:. }.Iany 
~chlPrs arc pl~tCt'c1 on an J..'< -in~nfficient to 
("la hlc th< 111 to ()htain ·t llYin£r frotn then1. 
\Yhen n stHYc~-or §.(0(':;;; out \,urye:v blocks 

1:-tlld for s<'ttletnC'Jlt. l1P t!n·c'o points 
con"idPral-~on---ill'"L roads: sccon(1. 

at0r: and third. the proportion of goot..1 
bad land tl1at is 11snalh-. combined in 
por·--ion. That polic:v haS been pursued 

oYer Quccwdand. ~~o n1atter ;,.vhere von 
Tllfl_Y go it "'-Yill l·r, fonnd the f:UrYeYor~ 
haY(' inYtll'iahl~- ac1o;Jtcd pfinciplc:-::. 
\Y0 C'an look \\·ith <1. a1nonnt of 
p1ca'-un' on thr· r .. rc·nninP "cttlen1Pnt 
v,-hich ln1;:.; taken place ) 1l nY('l' Qucenslanrl 
as a. result of H1is poliry. 

Tt IS hn'ntv-fin, that v" 
had a Dill ;:;i1nilnr to for"\Yard 
to op011 11n thP ~ifltP Tuchcko1. 
'TIIc late' Ilon . .J. T. Wii< Speaker 
at t]J(' 1-inlc. took pnrr th( clr·hatf' in 
C'n1nruith (' on a qu( ;:.tiou ju;:;t a~ 
c0ni-roYcr~ial a" it ls ~Jow. It i.;:; well for 
h011. members to rcn1c1nlH'l' that. apnrt fron1 
State forcsh, "\Ye haYP tin1ber rC';:;crYes, 
wltich c~n lw opened up hv the :\Tinistcr 
without the ncecssitv nf "n Act of Parlia
DlC'nt. \"\'hen thP lcg·i~lation 'vas i11troduced 
to deal with thP Tuchckoi State forest it was 
slated that the lane! wac; purely forestry 
land. un~uitable for the growing of tirnher 
and tlw rult.i,-ation of pine tree,_ I inspected 
the place anfl found 110 timbCi' of 8 rnnl'krt
Db]c character. The land was opcne{l for 
:;:ctt1en1c:Ill and to-dav, a~ a result. "\Ye haYe 
OilC of the fint'St sei:tJemcnts adjacent to 
Cooro:v producing ten tiu10s more than evel~ 
it >YOnld produce if utilised for forestry pur
PO"f'S. A._ comparison on these rnattcfs can 
casily be effected. For imtancc. the fOt·c<
try expert can giYf' bis P"tirnate of the 
potential value of an area when utilised 
for forestry purposPs. and the agricultural 
expert can report on the aggn?gat(' return 
likelY to be obtained from the land if 
utili;cd for agricultural purposes. An im
partial cxan1ination of the two statcrnents 
will enable the right action to be taken, 
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;lJld I imagine that the Minister has adopted 
·aomc such procedure on thi-:3 occasion. 

I rcm<'mbor that we tried to get some lands 
·op<enod for agricultural and dai•-7iug pur
poses in the ::\1ary Valley district. Unfor
tunately. we have 1cot been successful in 
getting that beautiful land opened up for 
•;ettlcmcnt. I intend to support this Bill, and 
m:.· only regret. is that it does not include 
other lands. I can only conclude that the 
Minister has not had the time to devote 
to a con,,idPration of other lands. but I 
_<;:;/ioulcJ 1ike tG s('r> hirn honour the promise 
made by his predecessor to open up the 
areas that I ha.-e mentioned. If that were 
don~ it would not interfere with the forestry 
policy of this or any other Governmnnt, 
for at the present time the Forestry De
partment has more State forests and re_,r,rves 
than jt can C\Ter 1nanage. JYiuch has been 
donP in tho last ten years in the planting 
of pine and other trees, but eyen at the rate 
at wl1ich planting has been effected the 
whole of the timber reserves will not be 
{'Ovorod in 200 years, which is proof that the 
~F crestry Department has more land than 
jt requires. I recognise. <Jf course, the im
portance of the timber industry, especially 
as Australia-not so much Qncensland-is 
short of timber, and a remunerat1ve market 
i.; alway'; available in the Southern States, 
but kuowjng the value of .J,grjculture I Y(;~n
hlre to mggest that the State forests and 
rosern's should be rcinspected. J\1ost of 
the \York jn that connection 'vas done forty 
Ot' fifty years ago. and then not in the 
minute manner adopted at the present time. 
\\'hen !\'Ir. llenham was Sccretarv for Public 
Land . .., an in~poction 'Yas rnade ~f a certain 
~late forest that was considered to have 
in it 20.000.000 feet of pine. Since that 
time 200,000,000 feet ha,-e been removed, and 
l suppose a similar quantity remains. That 

to ,how that the survcv methods in 
early days \vorc very rough. I{Ho\ving 

that land settle1ncnt is one of the rnost 
itnvortant factors in the succc•ss of Queens
land. a n'surYeY of all these lallds shonld be 
made .,~ith a .-;ew to determining the exact 
p<1sit;on onco and for a 11. 

1Io-::t of tl1esc forestry arc breeding 
!2TOUnlhi for uoxious I Y''l!turr: to 
~uggest that the co~t of thcn1 \YOnld 
lw <:on:;;iderably gn~ater thn.n the: ('0~(' (;f 

or!J('L' land:'). The tinw ha.'-' co1ne for tlH' 
~Iinister to grapple \Yith lhe JlO~ition. The 
l:ttc 1-Ioll. J. rr. Bell. \Yho wa~ 011(' of rlll; 

rnost active nH'll IYitL \Yhom a.:; O\ er 
::t . .;;~ociate·d \Yith to la11J -:;cttlcmP::L 
\YaA hi~ capacity nf S(•crc-

Lan.! .... fol' 1l1 :-;: -lliJJc: c•f 
land. Yrhich tha l Lti ·llt' 

cc·'ilfll'i..:::u! ~o 
re::~c•n·e, [_'11Lil 
Pnblic Land-; tht~ GoYCl'JtllH_nt of 
\Yould not c:1llo\V it to thro\YD 
;-.Pttl( IHC'lll. I 
area~ n·lth 
failac.'-- of l'('tainitlg thC'Jll a~; St'tt • 
The ,..,-i-;doul -
land;:., 1~ 
1JlC1lt~ <1 t 
area:,. lf 
refore~t "~tlcdl J lUrpo.:-c 
ha -re been allcnYcc1 to 
,~_ ith u::,clcs~ -rcgctation 
incrc~nsc• in :--cttlt•ln( nt m a"~~ l1e 

timbPr 
ior 

{l ty 

faf·C that the pcpulat'on in ntv t 
irel1lc·d iu a fL'\V :-;hor;, r~. T1on. 

1ncrnbr-r:' a.re fan1iliar with 11:<o:·:: of 
Gyu1pie <1::; a gold L1roclu~in~ town. \YP 

kuow that gold worth rnillions of pound~ 
was produced in that centre; yet to-day 
'"" finci that the annual ,-alue of the dairy
ing products exceeds ihe Yalue of the 
greatest gold yield. That afford~ cogent 
'-''"idencc• of thE-~ 1vi~do~n of a 1•olicy of land 
scttlenwnt. Ve1T littie of that land at 
Gyrn pie could be das~cd as agricultural 
land. but it ruav i1c clas-;:ed as sonw of the 
flnc-~t gr ,,;;:_ lnnt~! in Queensland. Take the 
Atherion Tableland. It i..:; 110 u,c tel1ing 
1110 that iancl \;ill g]'O\i ilnythillg~I know 
diffl'n'nt--but I .~uppo;;c it would be diffi
cu!t to fj21rl bettPr 2;ras 1 ]aucl. The Kinga
rov Ui trict is one of the rir;ht "Jt in _.:-\u.3-
tr;;li~. Yl't there is anv awount of bad land 
tllcrP. ~Tlll'~'(' al'e fa(·tor . ., that have to lJc 

.areas. 

bv l Con'1'llJW_'nt and bv thos'-~ 
V cnntenlplatc' ~(·ttling o-l1 these 

Thcru IS HJuch tu bP tiel in fa\'OUl' of this 
'd\ Enngella. It is not '.ituated 

north to bo unsuitable for dairying 
pul'poses. TlH~ C'O}J.:-3tal ar.',1S of the far 
1whh are nnt suit;blc, bat I ha\·e sten 
many fill(' dairy herd~ nund }1ackav. The 
EungclL1 t~ bldauds or lllOuntains contain 
sonH' Yery finp slope~ that are well 
v~atered and .-,uitabh• for grazing. The l\lae
kay district i- a.'J 1Huch entitled to n land 
;:;-(•ttlt~lHCllt ~chc-1n8 a.-; .anv other district. 
This '•c~ttlcrnent will -...tinHivl.ate rnuch-nccded 
::,UlJl)l-ie.~ to t!Jt' ilUttr'l' factorY. I venturP to 
sa~ the Hill is a ;rood out'\ Land I carnc~tlY 
hope the 1\iini~tCr \~·ill confer it.h h{:-, 
cfficcrs \\ ith a yjp·,,- to .,:;cc•iJlg that the road . .;; 
nn' gcod, but partirular]y to sec that C'Yery 
~ettler ha~ a living urc:1-which will be 
goYc'rned b:~· the da ,,~ of soil 011 each block. 

. l\lr. F.-\DDK\' (J1, .1ncdy) [3.57 p.m.]: I 
nse to sup110rt tho Bill. primarily because I 
a.rn a great Lclicver in judiciou;:· land sett.1c
JllP1lt a nH'<UJS of dcyeloping Qnecnsland~ 

, :\'orth Qu~C'tbland., \Ye muct 
rt'IrWlllhcr 111at rt \ra,, 1.and :--Ctr.!etncnt that 
enahlPcl Ftancc to that crushirJO' inclmn~ 
Eit:~- to G-Pnnan. the Frauco~.Prus .. ic.I.Il 
v <:11' (_,f l:=?n. ~lii.lt it i~ dt:c to land scttlc
rncnt that tlueen~land is a prirnary produc

::)Lat(·. <l ,cl t~Jat it i..; a coutinuatiou of 
}JOli-:-~y ilwt \Yill a long ·way to\\·ard~ 

io be an 
intimat(' 
land or 
of \·ic''. 

C'XlJPl'i. liOJ' 

l-:Jlcn-,·:c(·!-::·-' 
it~ vir~ue; 

For 

nJcnt problem c1nd 
with ,d1icll 

know the land that 
I do not claim 

drJ I dairn to haYc rtll'>' 

of tit·• quality of tL.e 
frmu a dair;-i;lg point 

y·. I have con1c in 
lnn~e p V 

and COJll 
np~·nill!".!" up (,£ tlJc, p 

Tlu•re J!d.:~ b( r·n a;1 
tion 111 _.I: 'h:l;,· to 

c tl'l"' out tbat 
fnrt that h::tr

Le JH'oYidcd for that 
di~·~1·ict. 

I tukP thi., o·Jp··J T:111lt \' of 
thi~ nH--'lllLl'l' foi·- -~\Iirnni. 
fllCilt of ;Ul 

111:vo,~; ,YP<~ I' "t i J;e asro I n~ad 

o£ a \Y hi · h J oo\.:: 11la.~·l' in 
1n the hn11. 
pnl·ti'-iilatcd. a~ far 

}-]_{_· th"!l cJ rlH' o·.JL'lJilH" 

1 lrQ dt.'Yl'lor~n('llt 
La,\ : 1:cL ' 

lt i~ not JJr:c:essary for one to go jnto the 
detail' of thi, Dill: I consider that ma1ty 

Mr. Padden.] 
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of the argum<•nts that haYe been adY,ll1C£•d 
aga1JJ~t it to-day can be rf'flltl'd by a pcr
u·nl of a report that ha·· been prc•;pnlPd 
a~ a rc::;nlt of a minute• exan1ination into 
the adn1ntages and \Vi~clon1 of opening up 
of the-e lands. I am armed \Yith the report 
of thP committee appointed by the• SccTetarv 
for Public Lands to inrJuire ~nto the actiorr 
that ::)hould be taken in n~gard to the Eun
Q·t,lla land in ordl'r to scrYe tlw :Yiacka\· 
~listrict and the con1n1unity at largP. Thts 
report is dated the 3rd October. 1932, ,mcJ 
the inYestigahon V\as conducted by ::\le~;"rs. 
J. T. Haney, C. S. Clydosdale, and A. J. 
\Vebster. The lastna1ned gcndcmaH is per
sonally kno-wn to 1ne. H c is a ~1ackay 
resident who has taken a verv actiYe interest 
in the \Velfare of that district, and is a 
dir<>ctor of the local butter factorv. The 
report pro,·ides, I think, a definit"e re]llv 
to the niticism levelled against the scheme. 
Many arguments have been aclYanced. One 
was that the land in question could not grow 
the artifirial gras~cs that are so c8sential 
to make dairying profitable; anbtlie~'g~'~-· 
that the land was patchy and poor and thac 
It was very light scrub; another that the 
tun ber resources of the Eungella range were 
more benc'ficial and profitable to this State 
than would be dairying acti,·ities on this 
land. Replies to all these objection> arc 
provided in this report. 

At 4.2 p.m., 
The CHAIIDIAN OF CmnnTTEES (Mr. Ban

son, Bumnda) relieved 1\lr. Speaker in the 
chair. 

.:VIr. FADDEN: I consider it would be of 
advantage to the House \Yen: I to quote 
from the report as follows :-

" ::\TArrm: AKD SnrABILII'Y oF CoeNTRY 
FOR DAIRYING PeRsurrs. 

"The tableland comprises the wes
tern slopes of the Clarke Rang-e and 
eonsish of broken spurs and valle\·s with 
level and undulating patches alo"ng the 
creeks. Although cultintble land is not 
cxtensjYc. the area can b0 designed so 
that each farnl \.Yould c1nbra.cc an area 
of ploughab'e land sufficient for the pro
duction of the noce.,sary fodder crop. 

" The altitude varies from about 2.000 
feet to 3,000 feet. and has a marked 
inHucnce on the climate. \Yhich is cool 
and inYigorating, and is probably 10 
clcgrc0s to 15 degrees lower than that 
of the adjacent coaet lands. The rain
fall is good, averaging between 70 and 
80 i11ches per nnnurn. tl1e rninirntuu 
rccordN! during the la.-t ten years bc•ing 
about 31 inches in 1923. 

"The whole tableland is abundautlv 
watf•rcJ by ~b·cams anf1 spring~. th~ 
watPr being of e'ccellcmt qualit,·; much 
of it is coYered by tropica! Yinc ~crub, 
the 1~1ost comnron tree~ thrrein being 
the YaritJUS spcC'if's of Eugr•nia, Crow's 
foot elm. or brO\Hl tulip oak, and Red 
cedar. B(•rch. qnandong, ~a~,afn:;; 
palrn~, etc., arc also found. 

"The soils derived from dimitc and 
granite ·which occur on the grcatr:r part 
of the lands, Yary considerably in depth 
and colour. but may be described gener
ally as a good grey, brO\Yn, or chocolate 
loam. In the southern section at the 
heads of the Broken RiYer. the soil 1s 
a Tich red loam of basaltic· origin. 

[lflr. Faclden. 

(• The forest soils Yarv in colour fro1n 
black and chocolate to grey and rapidly 
deteriorates in quality to the west of 
t hP scrub areas. 

'" In our opinion the scrub lands and 
lirnitecl areas of forests arc eminently 
suitable for dairying purposes. T'hat 
they will g-ro\Y heaYy bodies of artificial 
grasses such as paspalum, lnkuyu. 
Rhodes, prairie. c1over, etc., has b~en 
clearlY deincnstratccl on the aroas whrch 
have 'a1n•adv been cl ea red nnd gra;;;ed 
on the tablciand. and if furtlwr evidc>ucc 
is required of its suitability for dairying, 
it is to be found in the condition of the 
stock. which. after an exceptionally dry 
and severe \Yinter, arc in excP!lent conc!i
tion. 

'· hiPOHTAXCE OF DAIRYIXG INDL'STRY 
TO 1\fACKAY. 

'' ::\Iackav and district has depended 
heretofore" almost entirelv on the sugar 
industrv, but now that the future of this 
industrv is some\vhat insecure. an 
endea,·our should be made to introduce 
new industries so that the futuro pros
perity of the district may not be 
jeopardised. 

" ~l_1he dairying industry, 111 our 
opinion, offers splendid prospects of 
success, provided land of the nght 
qualih· be available for settlement. 
The a"rea of good land in the low lands 
of this district is limited, and is pro
bably not so suitable from a climatic 
and soil point of Yiew as the Eungella 
lands where there is a compact area of 
about 11,000 acres of scrub and, ii~ addi
tion, some fore~t country, cnnnently 
suitable for the purpose. Settlement of 
this area would certainly give a big 
impetus to and would materially h~lp to 
stabilise the industry in this distnct. 

''The Mackav butter factory began 
operations in ~larch, 1930, with sixty 
mppliers, and the attached table shows 
the operations to date; it will be noticed 
that the cream supply is very spasmodic 
and shows the ncces~itv of havrng a 
compact dairying settlement such. as 
Eungella can provide in order to obvratc 
dcpendcJH'Q on cane fanners. \Yho only 
support the factory in the off-season. 

" DE>TAND FOH THE LAND. 

'\Ye believe that there is a legiti
nlate dcnHlnd for good dairying lands 
in this .district. This v"iew is supported 
bv the fact that some 300 inquiries haYe 
ahoady Loen made at the loc><l lands 
ofric(' ~in connection \Yith some b~renty
sevPn portions on the O'Connell RiYer 
and 'Rise and Shine' lancls that an: 
shortly to be made available for dairy
ing s8ttle1nent. 

"In our opinion, the Eungella lands 
arc equal, if not superior, to tho 8 

lands, and we b0licyo that, if otwned 
for ~election and '"ell adYPrtised, thev 
\vili be eagerly sought after." 

Thf> tourist- J10~.sibilltics ar(' ·well kno\Yn., 
and arc touched upon in this report. I 
desire DO\"' to convPv the observations of 
the COmmittee with regard (o \Yhat may be 
termed the forestry contention, which arc as 
follows:-

" The Forco.try Department contcncl 
that the whole of the vacant Enngella 
land should be retained for rcplauling 
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purposes. vYith this view we cannot 
agree. We do not consider that the 
present or prospective value of the pro
sent timber stands or that the va:ue of 
the area as a replanting proposition, 
warrants the locking-up of thc·'c first
class dairying lands in order Lo atienl]Jt 
to supply the problematic timber ue•cds 
of the future. 

" In our opinion, in times such as are 
at present being experienced, when unem
ployment is rife and there is an insistent 
and legitimate demand for land, the 
problematic needs of future generations 
nn"t give way to our present real needs. 

'· Those Eungella lands can be made 
almost immediately productive; further, 
we estimate that when developed, they 
will support directly and indirectly, about 
700 to 800 people. This, we consider, is 
preferable to holding them for forestry 
purpo"'s for fifty years before any maJor 
l'P:<nlts are shown. 

· " The total area reserved for forestry 
in the ::Vlackay Land Agent's District is 
about 250,000 acres, of which 150,000 acres 
arc in the coastal belt. A classification 
survey of tho,e areas would probably 
disclose the fact that there is sufficient 
lam!. exclusive of ·that which is more 
economically valuable for settlement than 
for forhtry, to satisfy the timber needs 
of this district for all time 

" It might, perhaps, be mentioned that 
practical timbenncn on Eungella defi
nitelv state that these estimates are too 
optimistic. and that owing to the faulty 
nature of the timber, only a proportion 
of the estimated quantities will be mar
ketab]P. 

" At the present time, there is practi
callv no market for anv of the timber 
on this an a. and the present Yalue is 
negligible. ~rho prospective value is a 
matter of g·uesswork, but if the timber is 
reserved and later milled and kiln 
'Oasonod by proper method,,, the standing 
,-alue. ut the st.umpage value of 10s. per 
100 super. feet for red cedar, and a 
minimum of ls. per 100 super. feet of 
other species, would be £4 per acre, 
assuming also that the estimated quan
tity conld be marketed. 

"It should be noted that. under the 
settlement scheme now submitte-d for vour 
consideration, the tenant would only be 
permitted to deal with the timber on the 
area proposed to be developed during the 
ensuing twelve months-i.e., a 1nini1num 
of 20 acres or 10 per cent. of a 200-acre 
fann." 

'Then the case against thn forestry contention 
is set out. The report continues-

" The fact that immediate cmplo,-ment 
would be giYen should also be stress• d. 
Fifty farmers and families would be pro
Yidccl for within a short time, road con
struction gangs~ scrub cutters, fencers, 
and carrierc would be reqnircd, rent and 
rates, etc., would be payable, aud the 
railwav revenue would also benefit. In 
addition, indirect employment would 
probably bo provided for 100 families." 

It has been stated that the men who 
pioneered the Enngelle" land for dairying 
and similar plHPO'es have been there for 
many years, and that they ha.ve not clone 

Yorv "ell. but we must not overlook the fact 
!hat these men wore faced with very many 
disad,·antages, and it is a wonder that they 
remained on their blocks at all. This is 
what the report has to say in connection with 
that phase of the matter-

" Pack horse tracks, originally opened 
up by Car! Flor and Armstrong in the 
old goldmining clays, offer more direct 
accei's to the railway line. Owing to the 
character of the country traversed, these 
tracks could not economically be made 
aYailablc for wheeled traffic at this stage. 

" (6) Generally the action that should 
be taken in regard to the Eungella 
lands in order bc't to serve the Mackay 
district and the community at large. 

" Our views as to the action that 
should be taken for the above purposes 
are sun1marised hereunder:-

(1) That actiOn be taken to have the 
area tinted pink on plan herewith 
opened for so lection, the roads being 
immodiatelv located, construction to 
proceed as· won as possible after loca
tion. 

(la) Land to be opened nnder the 
group system and ballot limited to 
practicttl farmers with small capital, 
:oav, £300. Each farm to contain about 
200 acres or its equivalent. 

(J b 1 Twenty acres to be developed 
cac~1 year for first five years.'' 

The report continues-

'· \Ye might further mention that, in 
our opinion, development of the present 
settled area on Eungella has not pro
ceeded rapidly for the following 
reasons:-

(1) Bad roads. Access was provided 
to some oi the original selections by 
roads constructed by the P .E.I. Depart
ment \Vhen the lands wore opened for 
:;;clPction. These roads are very steep, 
with grades of up to 1 in 5 in places. 
In wet weather they become very boggy 
an.d ~lippcry, and are practically 
impassable. Other farms since selected 
have been opened "ithout any road 
construction, and are consequently 
practically inaccessible. 

Conditions go. erning the location 
ami comtruction of roads at that time 
ha YC :;in cC' f'haugc.d, and SOinctlring 
bctt<'r is now demanded. 

12) So butter factory or markets 
\Yithin reasonable distance to induce 
settlers to develop their selections. 

(3) Lack of capital and experience of 
the selectors. 
"Tlwsc disabilities arc gradually being 

oYer< JlllC, and at the time of our visit 
Jl!Ost of the selectors were busily engaged 
in scrnb~laJling, etc., and otherwise 
impmvinv their farms. It is estimated 
that. hv -·the end of the year, a total 
of i.300 acres of scrub will have been 
fcllc.l and gras cc!. 

"Conclitions similar to those mentioned 
above should not be allowed to obtain 
and so pr0judice ihe succe~_,3ful settlement 
of a;_ v He\\· land~ that n1ay now be m ado 
a1·ailitble for selection. H.oads must be 
carefully located, and a sufficient sum 
proY ided for their construction, whiCh 
could probably be caniecl out under the 
relief s,;hemc now operating." 

Mr. Padden.] 
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The second disability has been removed 
bv 1 he erPction of a butter factory at 
~\l:ackay, which is able to Jeal cffici"entlv 
>vith all cream produced. whibt the difficulty 
in rcg ·rcl to capital and experience can bo 
c;ycrcoule bv scttlf'nlcnt u11der the group 
~y~tL·nl, lin1lting the ba1lot t:o pr~ctical 
fanners ·.·:ith a modest amount of capital or 
guaral:tccJ financial backing. 

These arc the reasons, and thi~ is the 
case, on '.rhich I support this Bill a' a 
method of de\·eloping the hintcdaud of the 
Mackav district. That district has aosumed 
certain~ rc:3pon:;.ibilities and has adYantages 
and the means of equipping itself to over· 
como all the Jifiiculties that will accrue 
from the de\ elopmellt of another-the dairy
ing~indu~try. 

::\lr. BELL (Slunlcy) [4.13 p.m.]: I de,ire 
to support this Bill, uot in all respects, but 
principally because its basis is an acknow
ledgment of the policy of land sett]L>mcnt 
which we have so frequently emphasised. 
Land settlement, b;~- judicious handling, will 
tend to restore us more quickly to pros
perity than any other activit~- that can be 
followed bv the Government. The ::\1inister 
in introch{cing this Bill shows some con
sideration for the farming interests, and I 
hope that the details of the scheme will be 
to the advantag·c of the settlers who take 
up this land. The Minister should give due 
consideration to the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Cooroora, that the areas should 
be of a sufficient size to enable the selectors 
to make a decent living from them. JYiost of 
the failures of farmers can be put down 
to the smallness of the arC>as that they work. 
They have encleavonred to get too much 
out of the land bv over-stocking, and even
tuallv have falh'rl down on their job. I 
conu;wnd the suggestion of the hon. member 
for C:ooroora to the l\finister. The people of 
Queensland will benefit by the throwing 
of thPsL' scrub hmds open to selection. 
There arc n1anv sirnilar areas in the Yarra
man and Blacl~butt districts that are ham
pering the successful development of those 
districts. portions of which the Minister 
could throw open to settlement, not only 
with advantage to the State, but also to the 
advantage of the residents of the locality. 
I trust that the ::Y1inister will pursue the 
policv which we find enunciated in this 
Bill." namely the reclassification of fon'st 
and timber resen-es, and the throwing open 
to selection of those portions eminently 
suited for that purpose. 

;\lr. RCSSELL (Hamilton) [4.15 p.m.]: 
Sorue hon. niCrllbcrs haye stated that, there 
has 'L:o,~Ploped on thi· Bill a conflict or 
dispute bctw('ell ihe adYocate;, of forestry 
and land settlement. That has been goir:g 
on in Queen:dand for a ntunber of years, 
and each Government has had before it 
the problem of how to reconcile the con
flicting interests. While I do not wish to 
decry in any \Vay the nspi1·ations of those 
people \Yho \Yant to 3C\) fore.;,try further 
adYancc{I than it is to-daY. and ·whilst I am a 
ycry strong Lcljcyer in ti-~c· policy uf reforesta
tion. IYhcn it con1es to a que:-::;tion of settle
ment of these lands at the back of l\1ackay 
I take the view that the claims of closer 
settlement must take precedence over those 
of forestry. Reforestation in Australia has 
recei-ved et great deal of attention, and 
1ve in Queens] and ha vc endeavoured year 
by year to carry out the policy laid down 

[:Hr. Fadden. 

~orne vc~us ago by the En1pi~e F orc~try 
AssoriUtion. _,_\,_ large area of this Srate 
h.:ts been set. aside for fon?stry purposes. In 
ntarry areas settlers ha Ye taken up a Yer:l 
~trong attitude against successive GoYC'ril

tnents in regard to areas set aside for for€3· 
tc.~ allccring that good countrv was far 
b,;tter fitted for closer scttlcrnet1t than for 
reforestation purposes. EYory Goverrnnent 
has had to battle along in the best way it 
could on the one hand. eudPa vouring to ::oct 
aside certain areas for reforestation nncJ 
allocating certaiu stuns tu carry on that 
\YOrk. 

On the other hand thev wm·e faced with 
strong opposition from iriterests who advo
cated a closer settl0mcnt on many of those 
arL•as that thev considered \Yould give us 
a Letter return"uuder agricultu1·e than undee 
timber. In the Mackay district that problem 
has l'xlsted for a great nurnbor of years. It 
has been stated that land at the back of 
Macka;; is more suitable for forestry pur
poses than for closer settlement. The hon. 
member for Kcnnedy has just referred to a 
,~cry 1 aluable report, the authors of which 
contend that certain areas of this Eungella 
land should b, set aside for closer settle
ment. According to the proposition put 
forward by the Minister, quite a large part 
of this country is proposed to be opened up 
for closer settlement, but I lake it that a 
large area will still be retained by the Fores
try Department for forestr~· purposes. the 
aim of the Gm-crnment evidently being to 
put forward a balanced plan suitable for thee 
best use of this large tract of country. 

vV e ha Ye been told that a verv small area 
of Queensland has been alienated and a very 
small area, indeed, taken up for closer settle~ 
ment. The wonder to me is that it is so 
difficult to get suitable land for closer settle~ 
ment. The people of Mackay have built UJ' 

a very fine sugar business on the coastal 
lands. They have gone in for dairying, and 
I unckrdand are now of the opinion that if 
this industrv is to succeed, n1,uch Inore coun
try n1ust bC set .aside for dairying purpose.;:, 
at a higher altitude. I do not pose as aE 
O:>.:]JNt, but I can quite understand that hav
ing a much higher altitude than the cane 
countr.;~, the Eungella forest land would pro
bably be more suitable for dairying pur
~uits than the coast land. If there is a 
demand for the lAJ,d, and proYided rh, 
Uovcnnncnt are satisfied that the settlers 
will get a fair deal in regard to proved 
countro. there can bL> no real objection what, 
f'Yec· to O]Wning up the land which is suit
a Lie for clo:;;er scttle1nent. whibt reserving 
fJUrt of the land, as is propo."ied, for forestry 
al!d touri:;;t ]lUlTJOse:-:. A_ fe\Y days ago f 
utid that il- appea1·ed to n1e that in order 
to encourage much c]o,cr settlement of 
Qucei::r~IancL w<~ should n1akc an earnest en· 
dea,-onr ro ~ee that all our countrv at <! 

high altitude was opened up for close; settle
!nent. Seeing that the conditions there are 
more• congenial for our population, any 
effort that has for it:;: objr>ct the opening 
up n at a high altitude should be 

l could llf'YCr nndPr:3.tand why 
in the far northern latitnd~s 

~hould prefer to huq i!1c C'O"'stal to·Ynls \Yhen 
.~o 1nuch 1cautifnl countrv is a,-.1ilablc at a 
!1ierher altitude in the hir;tcrland. more suit
able for li,-ing ilwn the coastal land. \Ye
need to encourage our popnlation to n10Yt 

ont to tlw top of the range~ \Ye think thnt 
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a population produced at that high alti· 
tudc vvould be more Yirile and less suscep
tilJlc to Oi:::easc than a population living in 
the· hun1id swatnpy ar('as of the coast. Con
-eqncJltly, I take the view that if a detnand 
for this land exists, and the land is suitable, 
it ,!Jould bP O[Jcncd up for ck.s"r settlement; 
in fact, if there is a clemn.nd for all the 
land at a high altit.ude, it should be opened 
for settlement, and forestrv should take a 
~econd place. I an1 a strOng advocate for 
rcfOl'cstation, hnt I have alwavs held the 
Yiew that we seem to he barl~ing up the 
'nong tree in regard to it. It would he 
bdtcr if we paid more attention to the 
H•forcstation of hard woods and imported 
our soft woods from abroad. Our soft woods 
only g-row in re:"trictcd coastal areas, in rain 
forests as they are called, but the hard 
Yi'oods grow over the greater part of our 
r·ot!lltry. MorcoYPt', the hard woods regene
rate thcrwehe", whereas the soft woods have 
to be replanted at gTeat cost, and even 
thPn are nc...-c-r as successful as in their 
natural habitat in the scrub. It would pay 
us better in the long run if we paid atten
tion to the reforestation of hard woods. 
Ample countr-y is available in Queensland 
for the' fallcst development for the rcfore
~tat ion of hard woods, so that \vhen it comc:3 
to closer settlement. the lands on the coastal 
range 'vith fertile soil. eminently adapted 
for closer settlement and for the rearing 
of a virile population, should be sot aside 
for that purpose, and other lands should be 
earmarked for reforestation purposes. 

I hope no mistakes "·ill be made in 
regard to the closer settlement of this land, 
and that the blunders that have been made 
in the pnst will not be repeated. The Go· 
nernment would be well advisE'd to sec that 
rwthing but the best agricultural land is 
set aside for closer settlement, reserving 
the balance for forestry purposes, for tourist 
resorts, and residential areas. There is no 
ro'"on whv we should not be able to build 
llp behind· the town of 2\Iackay a big settle
ment of white people. enjoying a healthy 
climatE'. and introducing a whit,. population 
that will help to build up a virile State. 

Question-" That the Bill be now read 
a "'cond time" (Jir. Pease's motion)-put 
and passed. 

Comideration of the Bill in Committee 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

TRADES AND LABOUR HALL 
:\fA::--JAGEMENT BILL 

SECOKD HEADING 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 
(Hon. P. Pease, HerbcTt) [4.26 p.m.]: 
l110V8 -

"That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e." 

This Bill is entirely formal. and really 
clarifies the whole position in regard to 
the Trades Hall trust. There is nothing 
nc•w in it. Tho matter was handPd over to 
the Crown Solicitor's O!Iice, and the Bill 
:-imply consolidates the whole of the previous 
"\cts. 

:">Ir. R. l\I. KING (Logan) [4.27 p.m.]· 
I cunnot accept the statement of tlH• hon. 
the :\1inister when he says this is an entirely 
formal Bill brought down simply for the 
purpose of clarifying the position. That is 

rather an arrv way of disposing of the 
n1atter. bccm.;s~ it inYolves a rnuch biggQ:r 
principle. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : That 
is according to ruy legal advice, which I 
paid for. 

::\1r. R. :H. KI~G: That may be the hon. 
gcntloman:s legal adYice which he did not 
pay for. 

The SECRETARY FOR Punuc LAKDS: The 
Crown paid for it. 

Mr. R. M. KI::\G: I haYe very good rea· 
sons for cliffcriug h·orn the Secretary for 
Public Lands on this occasion. I think T 
shall be able to show that there is a big 
difference. A h~'v clauses are very far· 
reachinrr in their effect. If we examine the 
Bill it ;.ill be found that it deals with two 
allotments of land. First of all, there ,,-as 
a deed of grant to Bradshaw, Brown, \\'il
liams, Colborne, and ~lcGo\'ern. a-: jo1nt 
tenants, aud thcjr asf".ign~ jn of one 
pieee of la11d. Then lan•r 011 '--' for rl1• 
second piece of ]and vy,·:l is~u<>rl to ~Iulv'-'~,·, 
Dro•sn, \Yilliarus, l'olbornc, and ~'.lcGovern, 
as joi11t tenants. The:-~e owneri :-'u· .')cqucutly 
transfL•rrt'd undt>r 1vhat is knnw11 n a 
non1inatiou of trustees or a deed of tru~t. t"· 
themselves as trustef's. wherein certain tru~ts 
were set out upon which this land would be 
held. The trust includes amongst otlwr things 
a tru;t for the erection of buildings to he used 
as a trades and labour hall and for similar 
purpose:;;. ThPre was the usual pr_Jvision as 
to power to rr1orq .. ;age up to the 111axirnurn 
limit of £10,000. The money thus raised was 
to be used for the purpose of the erection 
of a trades hall. There is power under the 
trust for the trustees to grant leases up 
to the maximurn term of flyo vears.. Power 
1vas rcserYcd to the Governor ~in Council to 
appoint new trustees in case of death, Tesig
nation. or other r0moval from office of the 
trustees, or any of them. Kobody doubts 
tire power of the Gov,~rnor in Council to 
appoint new trustees. That is the . only 
power he has in cormection with the trust. 
,;v ,-irtue of that power he drd appornt two 
tr'ustees, first of all Mr. Mulvey in the 
place of J\lr. Bradsha w, who died, and 
later on Mr. Brvan in the place of Mr. 
Brown, deceased." 

The SECRETARY FOR Pc;BLIO LA>:Ds: Mr. 
Williams has since died. 

:VIr. R. l\L KI::\G: I did uot know that. 
Cnder the law of trusteeship as it stands 
nt present the Go.-crnor in Council has full 
power to fill that vacancy by the avpoint
nlCllt of a new tru ... teC', and is tbc onlv 
authority for that purpose. That is periect(y 
all right. The point I desire to make is 
lhat the Go\-crnor in Couwjl has no power 
whatcYCl' to clcal with these lands, except 
in so far as the appointment of a new trustee 
is concerned. That is the power of the 
Governor in Council, and ls reserved to hint 
h," the cloecl of trust. What does this Bill 
p1'0l)OSC to do? It proposes to ;.<et up a 
board of HlanagTHlCLt. a political boarc1 as 
a !Jlattcr of fact, to Ycst these lands in that 
political bocu·d, and to Pmpower it to take 
thr: rr1anagernent and conTrol O\Jt. of the 
bands of the trmtces. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLlC LA~DS: That is 
not correct.. There \Ya~ a board of Tnanagc
n1C'llt in the preriou;:; trust. 

J.'lir. R. Ji. King.] 
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Mr. R M. KI::\G : There was no pro
Vl~Ion for a board of n1anage1nent in tJJC 
preYious trctst. The board of management 
under the pr·cvious deed, iu rny orinion, is 
the tl'ustees t.hernselvc~ -a11d the trustees only. 
They ha vu the sole co11trol and rnanagc
ment. Th'--·y arc the trustees appointed, 
and tllC'7 transferred fro;:n thGnlseh-os as 
joint on.·llCr,:, to thetnselve::;, as trustees. suL
ju:t to li.'Jtfl in trusts that ·were set out in 
certain deeds of trust. 

Tho SECHET.\HY FOR PUBLIC L.ICiDS: The 
hon. lllCI11ber i:::; wrongly advi·,._eJ. 

:\It-. R. :'¥1. KI~G : I had r.ot anv ach-ice 
aLout it. I read the BilL (ll·d i( is per
fect!"· ricLculous for the Deputy Leader of 
the GoYerninr>nt --

The DEPuTY SPEAKER : Order 

Mr. R ::VL KI:\'G : The hon. gcntlemall 
has hi~ opinion, and I have rnillf", and if he 
can interpret thn nonlinat1on of trustee~· to 
contain any other povi·er than the povvcr I 
haYe ,·cfenecl to-that i>, the power of tlw 
CoYernor in Council to cxcrclsc ailv of the 
powe-rs or authorities that r.ne confained in 
tlw 11orninution of trustees~-and if he cun 
sati,f:· me on thal point l will aclmit I am 
Wl'Ollg. There is llO ~uch povrcr there. rrhis 
hoar,l of rna11ageru(_~11t ha;; been set up for 
the purpose sin1ply of taking a way the co.a
trol and rna.n-tlgenH'nt from rho trustcr:s and 
n='stiug it in the Trades nnd Labour Coun
ciL 

::\fl'. \Y.\TERS: It i::) in the orig·inal Act. 

~h. R l\l. IG~G: It is not in the 
original Act, and I defy the hon. mcmLcr 
to quote frmn tlH' original Act and sho1v n1c 
whore it is. As a n1atter of fa.ct, it is not 
in an _\et at alL It is contained in a deed 
of trust, .and if the hon. ruember would 
read the trust he \YOnld sec L'xactlv ·what is 
contained in it. Let us take the Case of a 
fan1ilv uwn who dosire~ to ma.kc a sctt1c-
rncnt "of hi-:; He U.J1point.s trustee.3. 
These tru,~ ice~ curtain po·,vcrt'- unJer 
that trust. The \Yould ha Ye no 
u1oral right to set up {l boanl of nlaJJage
n1ClJt to take the coutrol of 1hat tru::;t vut 
of th0 hands of the tru~tet~:, fl.ppointcd, yet 
they propose by this Bill, in th. case of thio 
pa.rticular trust JH'OJ11:.'l'ty, to tupcrirnpo~c a 
board that would ha Ye greate · power~ than 
the tru::::tccs. Thrs2 UlT JH'OYi ions that \YlTe 

nen::r· intended v.Len the- no:r.~nat~on 
of tl'u ·tee·~ was e"-:ccutcd. -~ a 111attcr of 
fact. the ot·lginal notuinalion of tru~tc--:.s \Ya.s 
garbc'd in indL!:-:>triali..;rn. The prcseut Bill 
dcsir ~s to c1oih·' the bo_trJ \Yi 1 h the garb of 
po!iticalisation. That is the "-hole point 

one to ~· !Jich we object. \Ye kuuy, 
'·" Pll tha: i~ l;ll' l't'ason for 
\Y(~ know 1 1 hL' prc.'3eJJt 

actioa i'- for the p..._trt>o~e of rc-n1oving r. 
Bryau, one of the• tru-.tee8 appoiut.eJ by the 
GovcrHor in Cuunci], but t.he lTUSLC'( s have a 
pcrfert right to to the court ancl ask for 
J1is rcn1cval if rhi11k tln• gcntleJd.nl has 
11ot been t'xccuting the iru:-:t as he should. 
Tilat j" a 111attcr for the' co-urt to dl·cidc-. an cl 
I obi('C1- to the GoYI?l'lllllPllt {ntro-

a. i'.8t \\·ill have the; _•ffccL cf 
dcprivir~g th0 tru:3tCC<;; of 
thcr JJ'a\- b:J...':C LLJLL'r trust 

deed and 111 I' .:'1)ect of th~ en achon. 
I ~ trongl:v o1)jc_'c~t 1o it. sa,v it :h a 
princi]1lr:' in1Toducecl h:,- tho Govornrnent that 
i:;; not ~onlld in possib1c::. v;-hatover, 
a1~d C0l11HJt bP })~,; pCOJ)]{> 
\vlw LcliPYt' in mainiai2:iug the rights of 

[JJr. R. Ji. Kin[]. 

the people. Trustees haYc Ct'rta.in rigi1t . ..:,, 
and 1vhen trustees desire to ex.crci~P th,;w it 
iR neither right nor proper that a Bill 
should be iutroduc<•d for the put'f>Ose of 
depriving i.h:· trustees of those righ>.. I 
sau\- it is a gross misuse of parliamentary 
rowers. and should not be tolerated for ,t 

moruent. 
The 8ECRETARY FOR PuBLIC Ln;Ds: Ditl tru' 

ban. member snv there was nothing in tL::
prC\"iou~ Act re{rarding the board of n1an" 
agnnent? 

Mr. R. l\I. KI="!G : I am speaking about 
the nmnination of trusto2s. ThL~ onlv board 
of rr1ana.gcn1cnt that is Inentlonecl- iu tlJ•3 
trust deed is the tru.;;;tePs. \vho thenlsch-e~ 
constitutp the board of 111anagen1ent. 'Thnt 
is whv I sav the introduction of this Bili 
is a gross n-liPu.o;c of parliarn"Htary pO'>'-t.'r, 
and I strongly object to it. 

Ivir. MOORE (Aubiony) [4.36 p.m.]: This 
is a rather remarkable Bill. There is a 
dispute at the Trades Hall between the 
industrial wing and the political wing of 
the Labour Party, and the Government are 
taking sides. They know perfectly well 
that an action at law is pellding, and that 
a writ has been issued. Thev know that 
the trmtce appointed by them did not meet 
with the approval of the rest of the trustees. 
There has been a holdup in the signing of 
chc'lucs, and some people have not hNm 
raid. 

Mr. FOLEY: Who told you that? 

:\Ir. MOORE: I can road the press, and 
can read all sorts of things. 
The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIO LANDS: Would 

you pay the accounts? 

Mr. MOORE: 1\o. ·when the trustees 
were appointed by the Premier of the day 
-Ivlr. T. J. Ryan-they were given com
plete control, but now the Government hav•• 
introclucNI a Bill to take the control entirelv 
out of the hands of the trustees and vesr. 
it in a board of management. That is not. 
the sarn<~ board of managen1cnt rnentioned 
in the trust deer!. It is no use the Secretarv 
for Public Lands trying to humbug uc \Ve 
know the object of the BilL It is the inten
tion of the Govermnent that the political 
vving of tile }Jarty should exercise control 
owr the Trade·; Hall instead of the indus
tria 1 wing. 

The SECRET.\llY FOR PcBLTC LAXDS: Do vo•r 
to say that the Go-rernor in Con;1cil 

not power to appoint trustees' 

1\lr. ll.fOORE : The Governor in Council 
has power to appoint trustees. 

The SECRET\ R Y FOR PCBLTC LAX DS : \Vho 
can rcn10\-c them? 

:VIr. :\100RE: That is for the court to say. 

Tlw SECRETAHY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Can 
the Governor in Council not reappoint a 
trustee? 

l\Ir. MOORE: The Government may be 
abk to do it. and the Government mav be 
stupid enough to do it. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Can 
the conrt supersede the Governor in Council? 

:\Tr. l\lOORE : The court ought to be able 
to do so. If the Governor in Council 
appoints a person and the court decide'·· that 
there is justification for his remO\·al and 
the Go.-crnor in Council feels that he ; .. 
jmtilicd in reappointing this man. then I 
should say that the Governor in Council is 
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entirely wrong, and that the court is per
fectly right. The YYhole question is one of 
taking- sides, and we know the reason for 
that. The idea is to giyc control to the 
lJOlitiral wing. There is a certain an1ount 
of antago11ism between the political wing 
and the iwlustrial wing. In to-clay's 
" Telegraph" there is the statement that 
'' Labour should unite." That is a delight
ful suggestion, to tlw effect that all indus
trial Hills introduced into this Parliament 
rnu~t first be ~ent to the Trades and Labour 
Council fur diRCU!··sion. That suggestion \vas 
turned clown because it wa•' said that no 
good purpose would be served by it. Then 
it \\ .. ts suggested that the president of the 
Trulcs ancl Labour Council and another 
me!llber should inteniew the Premier. Pro
babl:. dcleg·atcs will be appointed from the 
Trade· anrl Labour Council to constitute a 
parliamentary committee to discuss Bills 
Ldorc they are introduced into this Parlia· 
ment. The whole basis of this Bill is that 
the political wing shall be giYen control so 
that it ma:v irnpose its will on the industrial 
section. It is perfectly obvious what the 
Bill is fot·; the clauses are most definite. 
Gncler the original deed of trust the trustec.s 
were gi,·en definite powers. including tho 
power to paY the accounts and everything 
else, and they haYe not done anything 
to j ustif~· those powers being taken from. 
I born. Thcv have carried out their duties 
in acconlan(·e YYith the deed of trust. J'\ow 
the GoH'rnmE,nt discover that one of the 
truster•s appointNl by them-Mr. Bryan
has adopted the role that he is different from 
tlw rPst of the trustees, and that he will 
a ppcar at the trustees' board as the repre
sentative of the Trades and Labour Council. 
The other trustees have reminded him. that 
if he appears at the board he appears as an 
ordinar·y trustee, and that they do not care 
wlwthc1· he claims to represent t.hc Trades 
and Labour Council or not. 

:Yh. v\-ATERS: Did they tell you that? 

Mr. I\IOORE: I do not bother about the 
tl"U,tecs. I can see what has been going on. 
A dispute has arisen over the trustee 
appointed by tbc GoYernment because he 
endeaYourecl to be autocratic in the manage
m,,nt of tho Trades Hall. The trustees haYe 
i·suecl a writ claiming the removal of the 
appoiutce of the Government, and the matter 
is still pending. 'This Bill is hurried into 
the House so that the other trustees may 
have no saY in the matter at alL The 
Bill provide~' that quite a different board 
of nmnagemcnut shall be constituted to exer
cise full control in a different wav from 
that set out in the deed of grant, in the 
first instancP. \Yhcu the late Premier-1\Ir. 
T. ,J. Ryan-appointed trustees, he told 
them they would always be in that position, 
and that thcv need haYc no fear for the 
future. He told them thcv would alwavs 
be in comj1letc control. This Bill seeks to 
remO\·e that control and place it in the 
hands of the Trades and Labour Council, 
which is to be the new board of managc
D1CIJt. 

Mr. \Y.\TERS: Your son is a shareholder 
in tho.' Trades Hall. 

:\Ir. :\lOORE: Unfortunate],, two of 
them ha vc got to be. That is the part that 
I do not like. Because they have got jobs 
in Queensland they arc forced to contribute 
to a political organisation to which they arc 
antagoni ,tic, and they are compelled to 
co11tributc to the funds of a political party 

1\ith Yvhicl! thev do not agree. That is one 
of the tyntlll1ll'!" intposcd b.v the Labour 
GoycrmllPllt. That is one of the most dread
ful thiugs \Ye haYe to suffer in Qut~ensland. 
Tho political frePdom of these boys is inter
fered -·sjth; they are not allowed to voice 
the political ,-i"ews \Yhich they hold ; in 
mdcr to obtain work thcv haYc to contribute 
to a. politi-cal party to wh~ich they an_• antago
llistic. and cont.ributL' to the fund:-;, of a 
p<tpcl· v:ith whose po1ic~· they do noi agree. 
In the rule book ic,cwd to them. which 
applies to thctn when the2' ~ign, it i::; stat~d 
that theY must support the Labour Party m 
eYCl'Y pO::-;:;ible ''·a.·--. They are intere;:;ted in 
the Traclc•s Hall by reason of this compul
sion, and the~· naturally object to the 
Uoverruuent iutroducing leglslation renlOV
ing the control of the Trade., Hall from 
the original trnf-tce~ and placing it ln the 
hands of the Trades all(! Labour Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC L'KDS inter
jected. 

:Y1r. MOOHE: The hon. gentleman does 
not know that thP :\"ational Union is a dead 
bodv. He fails to realise that the :\'ational 
vnron died about eleven years ago, and has 
been ont of existenf'c ever since. He lives 
in the past rnerclv becJuso something done 
then mav haye been useful to enable him to 
obtain l~olitical support. 

The SECRETAHY FOH PuBLIC LAKDS: Xow 
you ha ,~e changed :'r~onr 1H1n1e. 

The l'HE1IIER: Senator Elliott told a good 
deal about the group during the Federal 
election. 

::'llr. :YlOORE: That has nothing to do 
\\ ith Queensland. 

The PRE1IIER: \Vhv. the Melbourne group 
tried to omt you from ofricc. 

Mr. 1\IOORE: The hem. gentleman may 
think such stn h•rrients arc very useful for 
propaganda purposes. 

J\fr. DBT'1.'TY SPEAKER: Order 
would rc1nind hon. Dlf :11Ler~ that the t;rin
ciph-s of the Dill arc bc•ing- Y\ideL Jeparted 
horn. 

Mr. 1IOORE: Similar propaganda to this 
has been going on for years. This Bill is 
supposed to be purely a formal one, but a 
big principle is behind it. A deed of trust 
was originally properlyf executed,· under 
which the trustee>· of the 'rrades Hall were 
given definite powers, and under whicb those 
tru~tccs have been operatlng successfully. 
'fhev haYe certainlv not operated to the 
dctr.iment of the Tra'c!o, Hall or gone against 
the deed of trust as laid down then. Now 
thc,e trustees are to be deprived of the 
po,vers given then1 a11d a new deed of trust 
is to be issued. and a board of management 
s't up to take awa:- their powers and deprive 
them of the control they have had all these 
,·cars, mere!:, to satisfy the whim of the 
Government becunse they objected to the 
action t:1kcn in regard to an alleged no1nineo 
of the Govermncnt. That principle is en
tirclv wronu. It, n1av ::-atisfv the Govern
rne11t to take action :1long these lines and 
place themsell-es in a position of having 
greater pO\YCr OYer the board of lnanage
rnent, and it may also suit them for their 
political purposes; but it is not right. The 
principle of supcrsc>cling the men properly 
constituted to carry on the deed of trust is 
entirely wro11g an~l I object to it. 

llir .. Moore.] 
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Que,lion-" That the Bill be now read a 
second time " (Jir. Pease's motilon)-put 
and passed. 

Consider a lion of the Bill in Committee 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ELECTHIC LIGHT Al\D POWER ACTS 
AMEl\D}.lE:'\T IHLL. 

SECOXD READING. 

The SECHETARY FOR PCBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. II. A. Brucc, 1'he Tableland) [ 4.47 
p.m.]: l moYe-

'· That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e .. , 

The objects of the Bill haYe been explained 
on the initiation stage and therefore do 
not requil'e an~ grf"at arnplification. The 
Bill has been framed largely on tho same 
principles as •· The Gas Act Amendment 
Act of 1933." That measure was passed 
without any degree of opposition, and it is 
considered that all electricity undertakings 
ehould bo subjected to similar regulation. 
It is significant in respect of the many price
fixing detenninations nuuJc under that Act 
that no appeals haYe been made. Indeed, 
duri1w the last oio·hteen vear' there have 
been °fewer than t'en :apPeals agaiust the 
dc·tcnHinations in pur·'=-'uance of the original 
Act o£ 1916. In Yicw of the similarity be
t\\·ocn the two mca,m·es and the fa.ct that 
tlw G •s Act met >vilh the approYal of both 
sides of the IIouse, it IYRS confidently autic~· 
patcd that this measure would be so received, 
Certain proposed arnendn1cnt:3 that have 
beou foreshadowed will be dealt with in 
ConnTlittec. 

Cbuso 1 of the Bill is merely formal, 
pro.·iding for the short title and construction, 
alJd enacting that the an1ending rneasure will 
be read as ono with .. The Electric Lig-ht and 
Power Acts. 1896 to 1933." 

Cbnse 2 (fl) aims to bring,within th<? scope 
of any inyo:;;tigat.ion the matter of charges 
for electricity supplied to public lamps. The 
existing n1cthod of dctennining such charges 
is antiquated and does 110t ensure that this 
matter-ono of public expenditure----{:an be 
settled with the desired expedition. In fact, 
a special Executive iY1inuto has to bo issued 
at present in respect of each inquiry into 
this nnall matter. 

ClacJsc 2 (IJ) empowers the> addition of a 
schedule providing- fm a formula to be used 
us a guide in cletern1ining alterations to 
pric•cc Provision is also made that when 
111on• than one pc·r::;on is appointed to carry 
out an inquiry into prices and rnethods of 
charge ~nch pcr."ons be dc·~ignated a 
Bo~rd of Inquiry. proYision is Ycry 
dcsirab1e iu Yic' · of the frequent use of 
the tt>nn during inqnirir's. and 1nav prove 
vcrv neccssa,ry in Yiew of tbc doubfs raised 
as to 1\-hether" thC' term can pl·operly be used 
in connection thC'rewith. 

In accord')nCe \vith n1y public announce
mcnr. and as approYecl of b~, the Governor 
in Conncil, the board. under the -designa
tion of the Elcctricitv Board. will adYisc 
the ~Iinisier generall.v ~n rcg·ard to c1ec~ricity 
questions. For Pxan1ple, the propo·.ed b·ans
fcrs of i·he c1cctric undertakings at Beau
desert. Coolang·atta, and Southport will be 
reported npon l1y that bodv .. as well as vari
ous COTnplaint~ and qncriPs that are sub
mitted to the Department of Pnblic \Vorks. 
By this mcnns it j, hoped to P'·'lablish a more 
definite policv ancl standard procedure to 

[Hon. II .. A. Brtlce .. 

deal with a Yery important phase of activi
ties that haYo become more and more com
plex during recent year~. 

Clansc 2 (c) provides that the Industrial 
Court will, in respect of appeals, be guided 
by the same formula as the Board of Inquiry. 
lt al;o limits the time in which appeals may 
be made against the decision of the Governor 
in Council in respect of any alteration in 
prices or msthods of charge. 

Clau,c 2 (d) ensures that the recommenda
tion of the Board of Inquiry as to the prices 
and n1ode of charge for el{~ctricity supplied 
to public lamp•· of any electric authority will 
be given effect to. It takes the place of the 
standard clause contained in the various 
Orders in Council, the provisions of which, 
as already explained, are unsuitable for 
present-day requirements. However, like 
the existing- prO\·ision in regard to public 
lamps, this new provision does not provide 
for an appeal. 

Clause 3 provides that the schedule shall 
form part of the Act, and empowers the 
Go.-ernor in Council to alter the proposed 
scrl('dule from time to time-a provision 
usually inserted m Acts in respect of 
schedules thereto. 

The proYision in clause 4 that every elec
tric authoritv shall indicate in its bills of 
acconnt both the previous and the present 
meter rc~dings is considere~l necessary in the 
inton'·ts and for the convenience of con
i:iUiners. Certain elect6c authorities are 
alreadv following this practice. 

Clause 5 widens the existing powers to 
empower the making of regulations prescrib
ing fees to be charged for services rendered 
in connection with inYestigations. Regula
tions to proscribe such fees would be sub
mitted for the consideration of the Governor 
in Council only where justified. 

Clause 6 ensures that the amendments will 
operate as from the elate of the 1933 amend
ing lcg·islation, and will ensure that the legal 
statns of the existing inquiry which took the 
place of three other inquiries will be made 
safe-a .-cr.v important matter in the event 
of an appeal to the court. 

2-.Ir. F.\DDK\J (I\.cnncdy) [4.54 p.m.]: The 
ln·e.-ity of the speech of the Minister is 
, urprlsing v•:hon ono recognises the very 
gra\'t' provisio11s contained in this Bill, and 
the drastic inro;cds that it will make, not 
onlv into priYate enterprise, but also into the 
san.ctit': of ront.racts and the pr~o~ervation 
of capital that has been invested in public 
utility companies in this State. The whole 
ba -is of conf1dcnr(' in inYe..:itn1rnt in Queens
land will he chattered and ratt lod bv the 
application of this Bill. The schedule 
ait.achccl to tl-' Bill is. of snch a nature that 
it i:: nothing other than pas~iYc confiEca.tion. 

:\foboclv will countenance or assist com
panie, fo DJ akc undue proflts out of tbc 
consumers of clectricjtv or t]w consuniPrs of 
g·as; but >Ye ha Ye to 'hold the scales fairly 
and equit.ably behYcen the factors 1111d the 
fad ions that I!O to make up the industrial 
ar>ti,·itiPs of this State. Rate fixh1g, a:;;. fflr 
as clrctric authorities and r:as undertakings 
arc t·"nc"rned, is a yery contentious matt0r. 
It has engaged the attention of experts all 
on'r the world. I could quote innumerable 
en -es that ha Ye been determined beforn the 
Fcdnal Courts of America as to the most 
0qnitnblc~ ba~is of rate fixing in order 1o 
safPguard the intore~t". not onlv of con
sum~rs. but also of the invcsto·; .. s of the 
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cavital in the concerns affected. So far as 
this Ste.te is concerned we must take into 
considcr,ttion the interests of the people as 
a whole. \Ye must take into consideration 
the effect the application of this Bill will 
haye upon the taxation revenue of the State. 
HaYing r,_.gard to all these factors I repeat 
that I am stal'tled at the brevitv of the 
speech by the Secretary of Public 'Lands at 
this wry important stage of this Bill. 

The business carried on by the industry 
that will be affected as a result of this Bill 
may be cliYided into four classes-

1. The services for the domestic con
~urner. 

This is the class of business to which the 
Bill no doubt sets out to give advantage. 

2. \Yhat are knmvn as commercial cus
tomers. such as storekeepers and 
plact}S of business generally 'vho 
have to be placed in a separate class 
so f<u· as rates are concerned because 
c,f the vast amount of current 
1 equired to b0 kept in readiness to 
.SPrvt" thc1n, of which they 1nake use, 
generally speaking, of only a •.mall 
portion of the Pleetric day and then 
only during a portion of the year. 

3. \\'hat may he termed public and muni-
cipal lighting. 

This is generally supplied at a very moder
ate rate by agreement between the parties 
concernrcl. 

4. Po\Yer business. 

This is largely, if not altogether. a COlil

petitin~l. business invoh·ing varying use~ of 
currents in substantial quautities for long 
hours and constituting a class of custo1ncrs 
who, by reason of tlw quantity and hours 
of their use, arc e11titled to raLcs competitive 
with the rates they woulrl have to pay if 
the:· made use of other forms of power. 

:\Ir. GLED,ON: \Ye have heard those words 
before. 

:\Ir. F ADD El\: Xo doubt the hen. mem
ber ha'. If he reads some of the standard 
Blel'lrical works he will have read this before 
because ;, is taken fr ,m an nlcl'trical journnl. 
Prohahlv a reiteration of those words mav 
do hon.' mccrlbcrs a cansidcrablc amount of 
goorl if they rlosiro to hold the scales of 
]ustice cquit';1hly bct~.,·cen tho C·)nSlUner and 
investing capital. 

I also cl, 'ire to quo!e an extract from a 
1eacling case that I haYc taken frmn a 
journn1 dra.llllg with 0lcctt·irit~· concerns in 
iunerir-·n. It read:::.-

" Somf' years th0 Su11rf'rrle Conrt 
of tbr "Cnitcd cxpr0s~ld itself on 
this ~nbjcct w; fo1lo\\ ::-:--

' Our :;:.· ~~tern rcsti" hnf!ely npon 
tL,_, of J1l'iYai"r: property, and 
that State or con~n:.unit5· w11ieh seeks t.o 
inYadc it \\111 ,;oou dt'-'C'OYE'-'-' ihP error 
ia the cl is lS!cr which follows. Tho 
slight pTain to t11P ronsnn1cT, \Vl1ich he~ 
'·\ ould obtain from rc'c1ncticn in the 
r:des chnrgcd l)\· public :,C'rYiCP C'OfllOra
tions, j;;; as nothinq· con1nared \Yith his 
. ..;hare -in the rn1n ·whirh "';\ ou1{l be 
brought about by den:';lng to priYatc 
prop< rt,- its just reward, thus umett-
1ing Yalnes a1:cl dr troying -confldcncc~.' 

'·It would be rt s::::rrY dav for tlw 
people of the more thickly" populated 
sections of thi' Stat<'. sencrl lw the 
Yariou::- interest:.; of this <:orporati.on~ if 

its operating umts wore so hampered 
for pohtical or other reasons, as not to 
be able to go forward with the oon
stl'Uction that will be required with the 
return of a bettet· day." 

'l'hat extract is taken from a judgment of 
the Supreme Court .of the United States 
and is a warning of which we should take 
n jtice here. 

I believe that elcr:trical consumers should 
pay only a rea.sonable charge. I was instru
n1cntal in having the electrical undcrtalnng 
in Townsville thoroughly investigated with 
a view to arriving at an equitable charge as 
bcb\Pen the consunH'l' and the elcetric 
authority. 

At 5 p.m .. 
:.VIr. SPEAKER resumed tbe chair. 

1\Ir. FADDEX: B\· virtue of that experi
ence, I "'uLrnit, I arn~ well Yersed in the sub
ject and emnpetellt to sound a note of warn~ 
ing so far as equitable rate-finding is con· 
corned in this very irnportant rnatter. In 
order to arrive at the fundamental essen
tial..;; in detenuining an equitable ba:sis. we 
haYc to bear in rnind all the tirne just what 
i~ .a rca . ..;;onable rare. lt i_., one that uudcr 
all Uw circunl:-'tance--3 of th(' ca~e j~ fair to 
the public and to the iuv<•stor~ in the ent<.•r
pri . ..;e~. It should take into a.reonut and 
make a llowanco fo1· cYerv element of the 
existing siLua.tion. The sC(·retary for Public 
\Vork> when introducing this Bill and a]so 
in ~peaking during the initiatory st.age, gaye 
a.;; his rca:--on for tho Bil! .. and eonsc'qllently 
for tne schedule undPr "-hich the eloclric"l 
authoribPs \rill in futnre he rcqnirr'cl to 
work, the a-....:ertion that tho:-;e anthoritic.~ 
had nor borne a fair proportion of the 
depressed conditions of tLe la~t fpw years; 
in oth(•r wotcb, that they had not n1ade a 
contribution to\vnrUs the ncces:'!ar;· ac1jn~t-
11Ient 10 llH'Pt the {lcpre~··.io!:. .:\low. ~1r. 
Speaker. based on facts. that as::;<~rtion i..; 
thoroughly unsound. a,nd if thut i~ the 
rea . .,Llll whv this dra~tic Bi]J i.-:; bPino· illtro
duced in t.h1s House I sav that it~ 1n~st. fail 
Ot i P 0\\'11 inherent \Ye::tk~eS:cJ. 

I propo~.c to giYe the I-Iou~c 
to a1low hon. lll0inber::; n10l'C 
elate the c1ras1-i(' condition:-:. thJt 
brought about os , result of the 
of this BilL In the f[nr placP. l•ct 

the rhief ~ nf tlw l OIHiln1~'r 
and 1101\- h,.:;_ \'P 

e~;eh c-.t~(· .::.ir:.ce tht: 
war-~ 

Co:--t of liYit1,:,:,· lhon,;;;.ing. fcod. nnd g''O
ccric- ). 1933--25.3 per c(:nt. GYC'l' 
lll3. 

( 'o;t of food and g·l·nc~..'riL·~. 1833-19.9 
lWl" ('C'll1-. OYE'r 191.3. 

Co..;t of l- Jn-..ing onl:·. 19~3-35.4 112r cc:1t. 
oyer 1913. 

Co~t of coaL 1933--70 per Cf•nL CYcr 
1913. 

Srate 1n:-.:.atiou. 1933-341 per (·f'Lt.. O'>('f 
1913. 

Stau: t :t.xal 

()tl 

by 39 per cPnt.-that i,;. elc. 
in 1933 y,·a;;;, 39 per cent. chf'aDCT than it \YR." 

in 1913. It is thP onh- con'uuoditY in the 
hon~chold budget that ~bows a deci inc'. 

Jlr. Fadden.] 
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Let us noiY YiP\Y the po~itiou in auothor 
way. \"Ve will tnkc the t axuble iJH'{Jtne~ of 
t~W COHl]laUiCf'. t-Uppl~ ing thP tlJ ilit~- in q:.IPS
tJOn. Fm the Year 1931-32 t lwv ehcm·cd a 
decline frun1 th~· prPYiou'3 yt•ar 'of 5.63 
cent_, and in 1932-33 thev .,ll01YN1 a 
doclirw of 3. 73 per cent.· 

I will nm: gin• the Home th die ·t of 
taxatiou iEfiicr('cl upon tbP .e ( \Jtnp;~njl:'. In 
order to arriY(' at a fair po:-.ition ir n1nst 
be born(' in trwt 1nrb~ic nrility ('0111-

p~Jnic~-lhat j.;, and g-n,:-; c:olllj;·~utiPs-
haYe a ddTerential 1ax unrter thl' Ir~ ... ou1e 
Tax Act-. b--;- -..-irtne of the <unending Act of 
1915. 'fl1e fo1!Ciwing is a sdwdu1e 
1h J1('rcentagt-:., of iurretlsed rates tax. 
La~ c1 upo:~. rE:cxiwurn ratc·s (c\:eluding ~uper 
taxl. apphc<-' OJu to ordinan: and publin 
utility COH1ll<lUie::;~ 

Year. 

1918-19 to 1928-29 
1929-30 to 1930-31 

1931-32 et seq. 

Ordinary. 

d. 
36 
JG 

(27-7%) 
63 

(06·9%) 

Public 
Utility. 

d. 
JS 
62 

(29·1 %) 
87 

(43-2%) 

l-Ion. l1ll'm1Jers ~hould now sec \\1I1t p,u t 
ele~tricity plays so far a~ the cost~ of ln 111g 

regimen are concerned. Accord;tH:;· to 
reliable statistics that l1an~ Leell tiotke!t out 
on a percentage basi.s. the ·C'O~t of liYing nut 
be dissec·tccl as follmvs : --

Food 
Housing 
Clothing and Incidenta's 
Gas and Electricity 
Sundries 

Per cent. 
33 
20 
15.33 

1.67 
30 

A further subdivision mav be made with 
gas and electricity, electri~city being 1 per 
cent. and gas ~ per cent. These figures 
definitely prove that electricity is a very 
small factor in the cost of living. 

\Yhatever reduction is brought about in the 
price of electricity it must be considered 
in its logical relationship with results in 
other directions. Inevitablv there must be 
econornic repercussio1t, anl as we haYe to 
consider the matter not from the point of 
view of sectional interests, but from the 
point of .-iew of Queensland as one cc,)l!Omic 
unit. we must consider the interests of the 
peop~c in rural centres. \Ye 1nust consider 
the intCl't'sts of the taxpa! ers ge.i!erally as 
well as the interests of citv cl well<'rs "ho 
nu1v obtain some irnn1cdiat'"'e benefit as a 
l'PSl~llt of the Bill. I .~·ay, "jinnrediate bene
fit." bccaLI'e I am qui!e satisfied that bv 
the application of this schedule tlwre will 
ultirnately be disadYantages to the con
:-;tuHing public if one l1as rPgard to financial 
circuin:--tancc~ and the incidence of taxation. 
The 13i:i n-il! place a prPmiurn upon ineffi
ciency for the sin1plc reason that no cncour
agt'rnent is giYcn for expansion) no lll'OYision 
is rru:1.de for obsolC'scoHre or for jndicious 
renc>~·al so as to bring elec-tric plants to fLdl 
capacity. 

The return of 7 per ceut. is wbjcct to 
certain conditions. :\aturall .. if that 7 per 
cent. is to be• obtained bv the utilisation of 
inefficient unlts, then i{ Is going to be 
ohtained by "\Yorking ou a n1 i nin1urn capacity 

[Ji1'. Pudch :L 

as against a rnaxin1um capacity. Th:se dis
advantag('S n1ust assuredly have the:r rcper
cu~sion upon the con::;un1ing public. There 
is onl v one factor that tends to reduce the 
co.'t of producing electricity, and that is to 
work at full capacity-by keeping abremt 
of the time~. In effect, the electric units 
shou:d expand so as to cater for the require
rneuts of the rural centres and tlw ren1otc 
part~ of the State. This will enable them 
to spread overhead costs over the grcal PSt 

possible nu1ubt'r of consunH'rs, and accorcl
inglv provldc for the rnaxirrtun1 amount of 
out1Jut. Anyone t~lho has given any r,tuLly 
to this matter knows that electricity 
tnachinery is always irnproving, which, o.f 
course, means that existing rnachinery is 
becoming obsolete as a result. 'rho expan
sion in electricity undcrtakiitgs has boen 
rev-olutionarv in chara.c:tcr. Improyerncnts 
have been effected in connection v.ith the 
dl'velopment of electricity to a much grea rer 
extent than in any other scientific under
taking. 

Let us consider the position from the 
point of view of taxation per head of the 
State'. Let us consider the effect of 1he 
application of this schedule upon the Trea
sury, upon the people, and upon the tax
payers generally. Considering the schedule 
and its implications in conjunction with the 
report of the Commissioner of Taxes one 
must arriYe at the conclusion that the tax
able income of the people will be reduced 
by £157,886, which means that the revenue 
from taxation will be reduced by £40,344, 
which, spread over a total number of tax
payers, amouuting to 64,372 amounts to 12s. 
6d. per head of the taxpayers in Queensland. 
That will be the economic effect and one 
of the repercussions following the adoption 
"lf this schedule. It is just as well that I 
shoucd quote the remar'I<S of the Premier 
the other day when dealing with the people 
of QLwensland generally. His remarks 
appear in " I-Iansard " of 5th October last, 
at page 537-

" In that statement we state ckarly 
the difference of policy as between the 
Labour Party and its opponents." 

Mr. SPEAKE.R: Order ! The hon. mem
hpr will not be in order in quoting from a 
speech deli.-ered in a previous debate during 
the present session of Parliament. 

Mr. FADDE:\: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, 
if I have transgressed thP Standing Orders. 
The Premier pointed out that the Labour 
Party did not cater for any particular sec
tion of the community, that it considered 
the effects of its legislation upon Queensland 
as a v;ho!c. 

The Minister, when introducing this Bill, 
stated that it was a similar Bill to " The Ga~ 
Act Amendment _\et. of 1933," and that the 
schedule 1\'as the samc. That may be an 
excuse for the Bill. but it is not the reason, 
bee a use it ea n be .-cry readily broken down. 
TlJer<~l is a verv Yast difference between the 
acti1-ities of a g'as undertaking and the activi
tie.< of an electricitv undertaking. In the 
first place, it is es;;ential in an electricity 
undertaking to have a greater value of 
machiner~-. The importance of electricity 
vnrkrtakings is such that plant becomes 
obsolete Yery quickly. There has to be a 
g-reater plant kilowatage on account of these 
~clclitions in order to comply with Orders in 
Council LLnder which the eLectrieitv ergrmisa
~oon 1\'orks, and there are no by-products 



Electric Light and Power [8 NovEMBER.] Acts Amendment Bill. 1331 

a vai\able to an electricity company com
parable with the bv-products available to 
gas companies. As showing the value of by· 
products. I have obtained information from 

"Jobson's Digest" showing the relationship 
between revenue from sales of gas and 
revenue from by-products of well-known gas 
cmnpanies-

Gas Sales. Residuals. Percentage to 
Hcvenue . 

. ~----£o-----

l 1,160,480 
£ 

180,392 
15,365 

6,61\) 
45,4();! 
12,2:8 

1BU,380 

Metropolitan Gas Company 
Brightou Gas Company 
J\'[anly GaP- Con1pany .. 
North Shore Gas Company .. 
City of Newcastle Gas awl Coke 
Australian Gas Jjg!Jt Company 

•• •• I 
Company 

90,747 
64,041 

243,052 
107,118 

1,724,080 

15'04±5 
1G'931G 
10'3355 
18'704ti 
11'48 
11"50H 

Those figures definitely show the extra 
ruv0nuc aYailable to a gas .company as corn
pared with an electricity company. 

Let us consider the eff<'ct of this Bill upon 
the dividend-paying capacity of au electricity 
·company. I hope the Minister and those 
supporting the n1easure \Vill not for one 
moment be clcceiYecl into the belief that 
the 7 per cent. that is provided for in the 
Bill will permit of the payment of a divi
dend of anything approaching 7 per cent. 
In the first place, the 7 per cent. that becomes 
the residue available to the electric authority 
is calculated on a defined value of assets. 
The asset., have to be valued, and the 
valuation of those assets is dependent on the 
attitude of the Electricity Board set up 
under thi,; Bill. Then the schedule proviclec: 
that the Yaluo of the assets must be reduced 
by depreciation. The proyision right through 
the Bill in so far as depreciation is concerned 
is n1ost obscure. Depreciation is a very 
important factor, and the methods of arriv
ing at tha.t depreciation are the subject of 
vears of contention between accountants and 
Bngineers. There are Yarious methods of 
arri\·iug at it. There aro what are known 
as the straight-line method, the reducing
valu<' method, the scrap-value method, the 
annuit:v and the sinking-fund Jnethod, and 
eo on. Yet the Rill sets up the rule that 
depreciation shall be allowed as a deduction 
in arri ,-ing- at the amount which shall i:Je 
available to the undertaking. and dc'precia
tion also siHtll be taken into consideration 
in arriving at the base upon which the 7 per 
cont. hac to be calculated. havinf( regard to 
the nt!nc of the assets. There is no defini
tion, no s;tatcnH"nt, anrl no 11rotection as to 
how that nepreciation is to be arrived at. 
That in itself is too obscure for the invest;ng 
pnhlic. 

Again. the 7 per cent. specified in the Bill 
i, to he rclculatecl un<ler differ.ent circuw
f..tanccs. .1\ co1npany. h:v prudent manage
n>cnt and bv forestg-ht. may have built up 
reserves for expans1on and prcscrYatjon of 
th0 activit~·. This Bill provides that that 
resL'rYe mHst be dr,clncted fron1 the book value 
of the assets. 

Thd wonl<l be all right so far '" the 
ec1uit·-· hl0 clPJlrcci at ion proportion of that 
l'CH:'l'\ i;;.; coucc1·nc 1. If. 1J~s.tcad of depre
ciating their assrts, co~npttnies n1aintain 
thcn1 at book Yaluc and ~et np a Tf'S81Te to 
]n·o,~irlc for clt•prPc~ation, it is only n~ason
' hlr ihat the book YlllnP of the asset shovvn 
ull the " assets, side of the balance-sheet 
should bo reduced to the cxte11t of reasonable 
and cquiL.blc depreciation; but to tmnsfcr 
a re~crvo that ma:' co:ntain an approprlatiou 
of profits to proYiclo for unforeseen con-

tingencies, for obsolescence, and for the 
maintenance and the expansion of the under
taking is most inequitable. Therefore, some 
satisfactory explanation should be forth
coming in that respect. 

Companies that arc not dividend-paying 
and aro not profitable are no good to the 
State. \Ye want companies that make 
profit.,, that build up reserves and provide 
for future clc,·elopment and expansion. vVe 
want companies that have directorates far· 
:;ecing enough lo visualise diflicultics that 
confront such companic• as electricity corn· 
panic's, that find it advantageous to scrap 
plant in favour of more up-to-elate plant, 
and thereby reduce the cost of production 
to the bene£1t of the consumers. :More of 
such cornpanies are "\vanted in Queensland, 
ilnd a penalty should not be placed on such 
companies, as will certainly be the case if 
the Bill is enacted in its present form. 

J\Ir. FOLEY : How much profit do you 
think they should make? 

Mr. F ADDEK: I think they should make 
equitable profit, having regard to the cir
cumstances of the case. An equalisation 
tak0s place in the case of public utility com
panies by the incidence of taxation, for such 
cornpanics arc differentiall:v treated in 
con1pariso11 with ordinary con1panies. for tho 
higher profits they make the higher tho 
rate of tax paid and the higher the conse
quential contribution thcv make to the 
exchequer of this State. That. for the in
formation of the hon. member who interjects, 
is the rnethod of eycning up the position. 

But if we do not haYe profitable public 
utilit,· companies in Queensland, where 
shall we get"! v\' e do not want companies 
that are insecure in thetnselves and whose 
acti,-ities arc of such a nature that they 
cannot carrv out the essential social services 
of !his State. \Ye want companies that can 
de,-clop this unu<'vclopccl Slate of our.c. \Vo 
want public utilit:v companies that can pro
vide the facilities for the rural population 
~the people who haYe all the disadvantages 
and none of the adYantagcs of the city dwell· 
ing community. Such dcvcloprnents can only 
lake place b:· tl10 encouragement of cam
panic' that aro prepared to pioneer thts 
dcyc]opmcnt under a souucl policy that will 
safeguard the future activities. not only of 
lhe companies, but also of the State and 
the pcopl<' \' ho depend upon them for a 
serv1ce. 

Orrosrno" )IniBERS: Hem·, hear ! 

:Ylr. FADDE"\: It is interesting to note 
thf_: cotnparatiYe effect of taxation on ordin
ary companies and on public utility and 

Mr. Faclden.] 
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n1onopoly cmnpanies in QuPensland, us por~ 
tl·ayed in the following figures:-

If tlw total prnfit, do uot 
exceed 0% on the Capital 

Exceed 6% awl Uo uot ex 
eeed 7~tl 

7% aucl do not exceed 8°..,_ 
8% 0% 
9% 10% 

10 1
.' 0 11 ~·o 

11% 12% 
12 fj~ 13 <.Yo 
13°/0 l':VYo 
14°1 15( 
15% 16(:~ 
16% 17% 
17o/0 18~'o 
18~0 19o/0 

19% :W% 

Ordinary ~n~~~~~ii~nd 
CoJttpani~~~. _i\Iouovoly 

C nupauiE's. 

1--1 ~--
Tax ancl / Tax nncl 

Super Tax.

1

Sur]pr Tax. 

rl. 
~i:r:Z 

~::: I' :~:~ 
36 JU·8 
39·G 5± 
±:h~ 61·2 
±G·S I 68·4 
50·4 I 75·6 
54 82·8 

~~! L 1i!1 
Would it not be to the advantage of this 
State if we had companies able to pay 
104.4d. in the £1? ·would it not be a factor 
that would bring about a reduction of taxa
tion gcneral!y? This measure will have the 
uppo,Ite effect. It is eating into the avenues 
of taxation revenue of this State and mini
rHising the po~sibility of .any reduction. VVe 
arc cn.ti11g into those aYenues in various 
ways-tax-free loaJJS, the development of 
eocialisation, am! the limitation of profits 
of compauics. I have shown that 12s. 6d. 
per capita of taxpayers will be the detri
mental effect on the taxpayers of this State 
as a result of this ureasure. I have not 
had the time or material to work out what 
will be tl!8 adntntage to the consumer; but 
when one takes into consideration the fact 
that l have demonstrated that electricity 
compric'eS onl.v 1 per ceut. of the family 
budget, it \Yill l1c ~'~en th,lt thP adYantag:e 
is not fE'l'V n1ncli. possibh· 2d. per consurnor 
rer week.' Is that not sectional legislation? 

There is another aspect I wish to touch 
o:1. The 7 per cent. rate is arriYed at after 
certain statutory deductions. not deductions 
that arc inciclentttl in the ordinary busines2-
,,-a- to such an undertaking, but all dcduc-
1 io;1s that are speciftcall~, lWovided under 
the Bill. For instance. raxation is to be 
0xcludecl in Inakil~g the d('clnctions; :30 that 
7 per cPnt. is 7 };Cl' CE'Ilt. intf'rcst on the 
defined capital, out of which ta:<ation has 
to be pald. Having regard to the rates of 
tax apjilicable to such companies, hon. mem
bers 'Ylll not }le nupriscd when they rcali:::c 
that the nw.xinnnn cliYiclend tl1at could b-2 
r)!ltained would be 4 per cent. Takjng a 
rno~t 11rofitahlc and efficiently 1nanaged conl
rwn~·. 1\:hOS(~ balallce-Shf-'L'ts and ~tatClllCnts 
I liaYc }l(-'rn.:-:cd ill c01npany v;,·ith five or six 
other:-;. i11 order to get a proper apprecia
tion of the effects o£ this a'pcct of the Bill, 
I iouucl that on the basis of a flat rate o£ 
dividend to all shareholdcr.·-taking pre
ference shareholders as ordinary ~hare
holclers-trJc m~tximum rate of dividend thitt 
can l1f' paicl, lJaving regard to tbis schedule 
and the application of tl1is Dill. ,-ill be 

[Jll'. Fadclcn. 

4.1 per cent. If, however, the 6 and 7 per 
cent. preference dividends arc rnaintained, 
ouly 3.3 pe1c cent. c <tll be paid; whilst if the 
6 per cont. prcfert'nce dividends arc reduced 
to 5 per cent. and the 7 per cent. prefer
Cllcc dividcHds to 5~ per cent., the 1naxi1num 
di ,-idcnd that can be paid is 4 per cont. 
That is the ultimate effect. Having regard 
to the effect of this Bill and the effect of 
taxation in the first year the bill opcratcc on 
a company such as 1 haYe dcscrilwd, we find 
that the maximum diYidend payJble \\Oulcl 
be 2.1 per cent. The taxation is not reduced 
in that year because the profiL, of the past 
year haYe to be prm·ided for in that year. 
In the first year of apr1lication of this Dill 
t!JC maximum diYidend that Lctll be paid. 
having regard to the over]appiug incidence
of taxation and the infliction of the condi
tions of the Bill. will be 2.1 per cent. Is 
that uot going to ha Ye a VN_v disastrous 
effect on confidence in this State? Is it not 
going to have repercussions on the invest
ment of capital in this State '1 I say dcfi
nitelv that I feel sure the Minister does 
not ·realise the disastrous effects that will 
be produced by this Bill; and that i£ ho 
did he \mule! appreciate whither it is going 
to lead this State. I am sure hon. members 
do not realise the disastrous incidence of 
taxation that is inflicted upon such com
panies. and he:, to be paid out of the maxi
mum of 7 pe1· cent. This will militate 
against this State. It is the most passive 
m~thocl of confiscation that could be 
imagined. It is socialisation of indmtry 
\Yith a Ycngcance. 

I haYe inYestigated the case of another 
company and found that less than 1 per 
cent. can be paid, and that in the case of 
another company nothing can be paid if this 
Dill is put into opcre.tion. 

:VIr. FoLEY: \Yhat do you consider a fair 
ruinirnun1 dividend? 

:Vir. FADDE::\': I-Ia,·ing regard to the 
fact that this GoYcrnment dwrgc local 
authorities 5~ per ceut. intcrr;;t-, plus 1 per 
cc11t. sinking fund, natncly 6~ per cent.) for 
loan money for electrical undertakings, the 
hon. n1ernber can arri-..-c at hj~ own conclu
sion. Haying regard to the clifl'erential 
conditions pre,crihcd in this Bill in faYOlll' 
of local authorities-\Yhich I shall ontline 
d.ir{)ctly-if 6~ per cent. is a ~·easonahle 
1 ctnrn to the Gm·crnmcnt., then 8!, JH'r cent.. 
is rca:-ona ble .-:o far as priYatP cnterpri~e is 
concerned. 

I rlesirc io point out that when the 
onn·inal Gas Act ·was introdnrL~d into this 
liou~c~ in 1916. it pro-..-ldcd an interest rate 
of 7~ per cem. ~'.ne! hen> T desire hon. 
rnellli)('r:::; to keep in their minds 111_'.. earlier 
rPnlark." as to the Yalue of HH' by-proUuc1s 
of gas companies. The Bill went to the 
Lcgislatiyo C'unnril. and the J-Iouse 
autcncled it 11,', substituting per C('DL. 

haYing regard to taxation and to the llCccs
sity for expausion and devr·lopnlcllt iUJd 
rnaintcnancd g·cneraJl-.,·. T}Je Bill then cLunc 
back to the '-Lcgi~lal:iye and 8& 
per cc•nt. \Yfi~ vgTcc>d upon. tH~r c·0nt. 
\Yn...- rPasonahlP for g~~.s corn 1 in 1916, 
\Yhv.n th0 rnillimnnl ndt• nf htx \rils 1·~ .. and 
the rnaxinuun 3s.-coinparcd vrith a maxi
H1Uln of 104.4d. to-dav-an 1ucr( ,_: ::;e of 190 
per cent.-I ~ay thHt 8~ per c :nt. is rca-:::on
ab!e 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pcnuo \YoRER: Tlk 
Ga~ Act has since been a1nc1ldcd. 
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:\Ir. F ADD EX: I care nut whether tbu 
Ga,; Act has been amended. It has beon 
amended to rhi,; extent-that tho g-as corn· 
paulr's a H-~ a.l1nwec1 7 per relt!,., plus their 
by·products. and tLoir by·product' arc a 
very (·on~idC'rablc portion of tlLir l'(:Yeuue. 
I t11illk I haYe 011~1Jha:Sisetl that sufficiently 
for du hon. i:JCntletnau to appreciate the 

_, bE·t', <en gas cornpanie::. and elcc
and having regard to the 

latter for the ad -.lU 1 age 
State gL·nurally. EL ctricit, u~tn-

IH;\u gnnr out and pioneered tl1~ 
naal centr0s of the State. Gas con1panic:o-: 

to rcnutin in the la.rgc 
pro\-idecl an uc1ditioll.al 

the city d\velling cotnnlunitY. 
light con1pauics have expaudt:(l, 

<lltcl as a cou--CllUeuc:c have been 
prep~n-'cl to \\ait for a l'('tUnt on their 
U11Jital. l:'rurn u1y own ptofe~sio11al <~XJH:l'i
el1CC', 1 call tell the liuu~e thut elcC'tril'itY 
C01HlJaHics do not LccomP undPi~-
taking" until after fl Ye or Tlw 
first electricity undertaking rural 
centn" of QuecnslanJ. \Ya~ at ~\.)T, and for 
ynars ~Ir. Edwards, the proprietor, J.id not 
receiYe a return on his capita 1. As 1 
stated l:Jeforc, we \\ant rnore of thP~C' com
panie:-' iu Qnet'llsland; if a COllllJfUlY i:.; uot 
<:~ profit-car11iug- conccru. it i,:;;. 110 ~~o·)(l to 
any State, and n1uch le<3S to the Trca~urY 
of Queensland. " 

RJ.d as wa" Mr. Lang, Oj_)pCllC'Ilt as he 
was of priYate enterprise, the 1ne:l .urc he 
introducc'd in Xew South \\'ales was far 
better than that which \\ c are to.day con~ 
srdc·nng·. In 1932 he introduced a Gas and 
Eleetriciry Bill. In the first place he 
allmYed electricity undertakings. which wcr .. ' 
to be tire subject of inquiry, representation 
on tire ~orrnnic sion that he constituted. II" 
did not set up a board of public senants. 
but one of experts-engineerin(_r and eke~ 
tricity _experts. The boa1·d c~1npriseJ a 
man With . accountanvy knowledge and a 
reprl~selltabvo of the clec:tricitv undert.nk
ing. Sections 9 and 15 of hi~ Act dealt 
with the fixation of prices and the limita
tion of dividends. The sections were made 
applicable to certain companies, but they 
were gas COinpanies in every installce. s('C
tion 15 of the Act providr~cl-

" That the ::VIinister mav at the 
rcque~t of a gas con1panv "~1· electric 
light company not im:h;dccl in the 
;.;chedl_de. or on its own volition cause 
inquiry to be 1nad~ bv the Corn~is.sio~1 
After cthe Commission. has inquired anci 
J1xed a standard price, the Go\ ernn1ent 
rna_Y. by proclaination, direct the name 
of the company and the price or prie<. 
meuhoned in the certificate to be addcll 
to tloe schcdLile." 

It sliCmid lw noted that th0 Act has not 
lwE~n ext0nded to any elf'ctricity co1npany in 
Xe\Y South \Yalcs. Section 9 of the 'Act 
provirles that the profit .. of the gas corn· 
panics or electric light companies to be 
cliviclecl an1011gst the shareholders-divi
t!Pnch, :\h. Speaker. not interest--a definite 
surn on ca1Jital-but a diYid(_~nd-arc not to 
0xcccd thr' standard dividend rate of 5~ [lCl' 

r<>nt. in re-pect of preference c>Lpital anrl 
6 per cent. in ref'pect of ordinary capital. 

At: I proceed I ~hall shov; the difference 
lwhwen a rlividend of 6 per cent.. on the 
01\C hand, and intcrcc.t of 7 per cent., out of 
\Vhich t'lxation has to 1J0 vaid. ~llr. Lang 

was careful to avoid anything in the nature 
of a premium on inefficiency. He specifically 
provirkd for a premium on efficiency by 
~tipulating-

" that if in any year the prices of gas 
arc reduced to 6j1,000ths of a penny 
below the standard price, tho dividend 
may be increased by 5s. per cent. on the 
ordinary capital for every 6/1,000ths of 
a pen11y reduced ; and in the case of an 
electric light company, if the price is 
reduced to 1/20th of a [Jenny below the 
standard price, the dividend may be 
increased by 5s. per cent. for every 1j20th 
of a penny reduced." 

This Bill, on the other hand, places a pre· 
n1iun1 on inefficiency. 

Let us compare a 6 per cent. dividend in 
:'\cw South ·wales with the 7 per cent. 
interest permitted under this Bill. In ;'\ew 
South \Y ales the rate of tax on public utility 
cornpanicc:, including unernploy1nent and 
FedHal tax, is 4s. 4d. in the £1. 'In New 
South \Vales public utility companies are 
uot difl'erentiailv treated. I have taken only 
the averag"e rates OI.\ public uti!itv COin· 
panies in Queensland, which! is 5s. 4.3d. in 
the £1. It will be seen that a 6 per cent. 
cli,-idcnd in :\'ew South ·wales-which is paid 
after taxation has been deducted-is equal 
to 8.31 per ecnt .. compared with the maxi
mum proposed to be adopted in Queensland. 
In :\' ew South v,-ales a dividend equal to 
8.31 per cent. is allowed. but in Queensland 
it is provided under this Bill that the interest, 
not dividend, shall be 7 per cent. Despite 
the fact that Mr. LiJ.ng set out with a definite 
policy of socialisation of industry, and with 
all his harshness against private enterprise 
and all his desire to crush it, he recognised 
that there was a limit beyond which even 
he could not go. He recognised that it 
would be fair to allow the New South \Vales 
companies to pay 6 per cent., which, calcu
lated on the Queensland basis, would be 
equal to 8.31 per cent.. whereas the Bill 
pro,-ides for only 7 per cent. 

Before I leave the question of taxation, I 
\Yant to c'mphasise the fact that in Queens
land gas and electric light companies are 
differential1y treated from the point of view 
of taxation compa,·pd with ordinary Queens
land companies anrl as compared with elec
tric light companies in the other States. 
On this point I shall read a table showing 
State income and relief tax levied on public 
ntility companies in Queensland, the amount 
that would be charged on the same corn· 
Panics in :\'ew South \Yalcs. and what would 
be the Queensland tax if the ordinary rates 
peeYailocl. ?lf,v information is based on the 
report of the Qucen,]ant! Commissioner of 
Tax<''. and it relates to twenty~seven public 
utility co111panies in Q.necns1and. The total 
::nnonnt of taxation 1cYiH:l on these con1panies 
in Queensland is-

£ 
Income tax 61,462 
l~nemploc·ment relief t'x 18.268 

£79.730 

If these con1panies \Ycre ordinary companies 
tbc total taxation in Queensland, including 
unemployment rdief tax, would have been 
£68.032. So that it will be seen that these 
twl)nty-sevcn public utility con1panies are 
called upon to pay £11,000 more than twenty
scyen similar ordinary companies in this 

J1 r. Fad den. i 
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State If these companies were situated in 
New· South Wales, whether public utility 
companies or not, the total taxat10n would 
be £60,566, or £19,000 less than the tax 
imposed in Queensland. Is. it any . wonder 
that I submit that a differential rate 1s essen
tial umler this Bill-compared with the 
measure introduced by Mr. Lang-in order 
to haYe an equitable basis of rate-fixation 
with ad,-anta~e to the consumer, w1th a.dYan
tago to the T~·easury, and_ in the intere~ts of 
the developnlent, expansion, and rnainten
ance of these industries generally? 

The am"·er to the contentions of hon. 
1nernbers oppc·"Jitc and the logic of my. c~se 
are to be found in the fact tLat an ex1stmg 
statute treats local authority undertakings 
on an alto"ethcr different footing. It must 
be rememb~red in the fii·st place, that local 
authorities that arc electric authorities de 
not pay income tax. In fact,_ they do not 
pay taxation of any de .cnpt10n-and that 
tPtnl, of course, Includes land tax. Ye~, 
ha Ying regard to that dPcided adYantage, It 
is intere,.tiug to note that the a Ycrage rates 
of the charges for olec·tricity by the City 
Electric Light Compauy. Limited, and the 
Brisbane City Council work out to tlw advan
tage of the City Elc,ctric Light Compan)·, 
Limited, to the extent of 26 ]Wr cent. In 
other words, the a""~;eragc charges of the C1t~, 
Elf~rtric Light Cornpan;r,T. Lin1ited, for elec
tricity is 26 per cent. less than is charged 
bv tlte Brisbane Citv Council, despite the 
fact that the Council has an advantage of 
approximately £53,000 a year in so far as 
expmption frorn taxation is concerned. ~he 
schedule of this Bill provides that seebon 
289 of ''The Local Authorities Acts, 1902 to 
1932," has to be prescn-od. That section 
set, out-

" (1.) The local c•.uthority shall keep a 
separate and distinct account of all 
n1oncys raised by special rah~s for con
structing and rnaintaining 'vork~ for the 
n'"!anufacturo or con~crvation and supply 
of "as or clectriciil· or hvdraulic or other 
po\~·cr and all Inonev~ rPceivod frorn 
such ' undertaking·, ,;.·hich shall be 
charged-

Firstlv-\Vith the principal money 
and inferesL required fron1 tirue to 
time to be paid in respect of the loan 
(if auy) raiwd for the establishment 
of the~ undertaking; 

Interest and redemption i' to be first pro~ 
yiclecl for. 

Secon{l1Y- \Y1th the rost of n1ain
taining th~P 111_1dc _·taki _g in good repair. 
and of pa~Y1ng the actual working 
expenses thereof, n nd the ~cttin.~ aside 
of a. rea~onablt' and snflicient sun1 to 
provicl" for the depreciation and 
rcnrwal of plant and building·:'i or the 
oxtcn~ion of the undf'riaking. and with 
all co.·b. <'xpcnst'', pcnaltie<. and 
clarnagT'S i11cnn·ed or payable by the 
local authority in relaticn thereto. 

" (2.) If at any time such undertaking 
becomes so profHn ble that I: he rP\·cnue 
is more than snf!iciont to defray all the 
0x:pPnscs connected \Yith it) and also the 
n1onevs due and payable in respect of 
the principal mo'H')' am! interest re
quired lo be paitl in respect of tho loan 
(if an:v) the smrlus w arising shall ho 
applied h:' tlw be.:! authority as 
fol!m,·s: -" 

Jfr. Fadclen. 

]\" ot in a reduction to the consumer but 
towards the follo""' ing purposes:--

" (i.) Until the total amount of the 
loan (if any), together with interest 
accruing upon it, has been paid, it shall 
be paid to the Treasurer, and shall be 
applied by him in liquidat_ion of the 
loan; or if the loan \\as ra1sed by the 
sale of debentures shall he placed to the 
credit of a sinking fund to provide for 
the liquidation of the loan ; 

" (ii.) Thereafter it shall, at the dis
cretion of the local authority, cither-

(a) Be applied in pro,-iding a rcsene 
fund by setting. aside such money as 
the local authonty may from time to 
time think reasonable, and inyesting 
the san1e and tho rt'Stdting incorr1o 
therof in stock or other securities of 
the Queensland Government, and accu
mulating the same at compound 
interest until the fund so fanned 
amounts to one-tenth of the aggregate 
capital expenditure on the ~nder
takinO' which fund shall be appbcable 
to an~'vver anv deficiency at any time 
arising in thve rr'venue of . the local 
authoritY fron1 the undertalung, or to 
HlCCt auny extraordinar\ claim Or 

demand at. any tin1E' arising against the 
local authority in respect of the under
taking·; and so that, if the fund is at 
any time reduced, it n~ay therea.fb?~' 
be again reston~d to. tne prc_senbtn 
lirnit. and so frorn time to t1me as 
often as such reduction happens; or 

(/;) Be placed to the crPdit of the 
local fund: 

Provided that if the surplus in any 
",car exceeds ten pounds per eentun1 
;:,pon the aggregate capital expendi
ture on the undertaking·, the local 
authority shall make such a proportion
ate reduction in the charge for the 
snppl,, of gas. clcctric_it:;· .. or hydraul_ic 
or other povvcr as rn Its J uctg~1cnt w1~l 
reduce the surplus to the said rnax1~ 
nrurn rate of profit." 

:VIr. Speaker) con1pare those proYisio~ ! 
Compare> the necessity of the local author1t_v 
haYing to provide for all wrts of "ontm
g£'nciC's. cle~,truction by cyc~onc, obc;~lescenco, 
dcvelopnwnt. and 0vcr:\ other pOSf'Ible c.on~ 
ting·encY, including repaynu:ut of cap1taJ 
t'XJWnd~ture. with the maximum allowed to 
pri,·ate cn1erprise uudcr .thi~ Bi11, .'"hpreb:v 
1 per cent. per <Hlnurrl \Ylth n Ina:xnnum of 
10 per crnt. o11ly is permi~siblc. 

E,·cn )Jr. Lang 1narle this provision in his 
1Pgislation~ 

"The Art also provide;;; that any gas 
or elPctric light company n1a~~ appro· 
priato as part of the P:<pcnchture on 
rcyenne. a snn1 not f'XCPe,ding 3 pPr cent-. 
of the amount expended out of l10JTowcd 
and share capital on thP buildings and 
manufacturing and clish·ibuting pln;nt 
belonginrr to the company to a • spec1al 
plll'}W_:_:{..:>:" 

0 

and d0}Jrer:lat~on fund.' ~ho 
nwxinnun a1nonnt standing at any 1 I me 
to the crediit of this fund is not io 
exceed 5 per cent. of the borrowed a_nd 
share capiial of the company. mclu.,l\'C 
of prcmiun1s. 

"Tlw fund is applicable fOI' chRrgc, 
ccrtifi0d to by the C( nnnissioner as 
being~ 

(a) Expenses incurred b:· reason of 
accidents or circum~tallCC's wll1ch due 
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care nnd Inanagc1nont could not haYC' 
preYcnted ; or 

(b) Expenseo, incurrcrl in the rcplace
Illent, renewal, or rernoYal of plant or 
work& oth~r thftn expcn:;;os requisite for 
maintenance and repair of plant and 
worh>c. '' 

Qttitc apart from the differential treatment 
prHcribccl for local authorities bv section 
289 c,£ !he Local AuthOl·ities Acts,". and for 
private Pntcrpriso by the Bill now intro
duc,,rl, "c have to remember that the 1 per 
ceJJt. is totally inadequate to provide against 
inevitable olJ.:.,olPsccnce in the cver-improv
iLg Plcctric light underta.king. It is totallv 
inaclcquatP. ,;,pecially for electric ligh't 
undertakings situated in the cyclonic belt 
of the ::il ate. \Yhat arlequate provision does 
it giYe against a cyclonic visitation that may 
be the cause not only of putting a town in 
darkness. but also of keeping it in darkness 
so far as electricity is concerned, when the 
reserve is insufficient to provide for the 
rehabilitation of the uud,,rtaking after 
partial or total de>truction? 

Then again, in arriving at the totallv 
iuaclcquate figure of 7 per cent., I shail 
point out in the Committee stages that 
,·arious assets arc not provided for. No 
provision is made for c~::>ential capital-in 
financing sundry debtors, electric authorities 
have to give credit. :'\o provision is made 
for \VOrking capital in order properly to 
buy stock, nor for railv, ay sidings or for 
dectrical appliances that mav be hired out. 
l\'or is any provision made by way of allow
able derluctions for the expenses of an 
inquiry. So I could continue to enumerate 
the omissions if time permitted; I shall 
have ample opportunity to develop that 
argument at the Committee stage. 

This Bill can be summed up as a direct 
attack upon private enterprise to the dis
advantage of this State. It can be termed 
passive confiscation of property to the ulti
mate advantage of local authmities, having 
regard to the definite differential conditions 
as between the two classes of organisations. 
Is it the intcmtion of the Government so to 
rlepreciate electric light undertakings owned 
by pnvate or publw companies in which the 
public of this State have invested that it 
will be advantageous for local authorities 
to acquire their undertakings 'I If that is 
the scheme of the Bill I regret to sa v that 
the Bill will achieve its object. Of that I 
am certain. Further than that, the very 
mootmg of th1s B1ll has had a very disast
rous effect upon investments in shares in this 
State, upon stock exchange transactions, 
and upon tlw confidence of the investing 
public generally of the State. Is the attack 
on the electric light authorities to be the 
first and onlv attack so far as tho invest
ment of capital in private enterprise is 
('OncenH:::"!a, or are other con1panies, L arr\ ing 
out beneficial scn-ices to the State and 'pro
viding a goodly sum of ta.xation, to be on 
their guard, to trim their sails, and to 
rcconci'e themselves to the fact that their 
tnrn may be next? I take this opportunity 
of stating that many shares in electricity 
undertakings form the basis of security for 
loans and overdrafts in thio city and through
out Queensland. Values have been depre
ciated as a result of this Bill and a further 
depreciation will take place if the maximum 
return is to be 7 per cent., subject to the 
paynwnt of income tax and to the general 
provisions of this Bill. 

This is Otle of the gravest and har,hest 
nrcasur0s introtluced into this Parlian1ent 
fm many a day. It is a direct attack on 
priYute cnterpri:::c, and its repercussions will 
be to the disadvantage of the State 
generally. 

0PPOSITIOK }iE;uBERS : Hear, hear ! 

:\fr. GLED::iON (Ips1eich) [5.54 p.m.]: I 
clcsne. first of all, to congratulate the hon. 
member for Kennedy on the very cupable 
nHmncr in which he has handled his brief 
for the pnblic utility companies in this 
State·. I do not think thev could have got 
an_,·onc to put their case 1n a better light 
than he has put it. During the time at IHY 

dispos_ll I will not talk auout the sanctitv 
of cupital in public utilities, uut I "·ill :cpeak 
a uou I. the rights of the consumers, the people 
who a.re ftnchng the rnoney to carry on thoP0-
undL•rtaking:1. J uclg,ing by son1e of the 
renHlrks n1ade bv the hon. uwruber for I(cn
nody one \Youla iruagi ne these co1npanies 
were public benefactors who brought their 
capital here and carried on an enterprise 
in order to pav taxes with their own capital, 
and graciously prm·ide electric current for 
the convPnicncc of the people of Quecns
bnd. Y\'ho is it that finds the monev to 
pay ihe taxation imposed upon these com
panies? Who is it that finds the money 
for r(~pairs a11d rorle"\vals of these big under
taking,? I admit that a fair return should 
be allowed on the capital outlay of any 
undertaking. The major portion of the 
speech of the hon. member for Kcnnedy 
centred round the fact that 7 per cent. is 
allowecl to the companies oYer and above 
their working costs. That provision was 
contained in the Electric Light and Power 
Act Amendment Act passed last session, and 
is not the subject-matter of this Bill. Tho 
hon. member waxed wrath and stated that 
this Bill amounted to passive confiscation. 
Confiscation of what? Confiscation for the 
consumers of their rights in connection with 
this matter ! 

Let us consider the Bill and see what it 
is all about. An examination discloses the 
fact. that it is a simple measure, a, tho 
Munster stated. It is brought forward to 
allow tho 1933 Act to operate as far as 
public lighting is concerned, and to enable 
the board set up under the 1933 Act to go 
Into the mat.ter of the charges by electric 
bc;ht compames to local authorities for the 
purposes of street lighting. Is there any
thicg wrong with that? Surelv nobody can 
justl> 8ay that is not a rie.; ht uthinrr to do"! 
The hon. member for Kennedy re~d out a 
nurnber of figures showing where certain 
percentages of increases had been made in 
dividcmls paid bv other industrial under
takings, and sho~Ying that no pcrce11tage 
increase had taken place in connection 1vth 
electricity undertakings. I say definitely 
that there has been an increase in electricitv 
charges. nohYithstanding the fact that ther;, 
has been a reduction in all other charges. 
I refer to the Ipswich Electric Supplv 
~)cn!pally, Liutitc:d, whiclr prarti(all. obtair;s 
1li supply of cmrent from the City Electric 
L1ght Company, Limited, of Brisbane. That 
company has operated for s"vcnteen or 
pjghteen year~ in the Ip:-:\vich distriC"t. Cndc·r 
the Order in Council urld\'1' Y' hic~l it eo· •1-

rncnccd op0rutions jt undertook to build 
y, orh:~ in that area, but that "\Vas not done. 
Perntif;~ion \Yas o1Jta.inPd i') r·c't .~!1p .• 1.~.
from the City Electric Light Company, 
Lnmtecl, in Bri;banc. No objection can bel 

kh·. Gledson.] 
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taken to that; but we fn1d that when that 
cornpany cornrnenced operations it charged 
8d. per unit, less 20 per cont. for payment 
in thirty days, and at the present time it 
charges 3d. per unit, lo"s 10 per cent., \Yhich 
dernon::;tratc~ that there has been an incrf'ase 
of 10 per cellt. in its charges notwithstand
illg that vvagcs were reduced frorn £4 5s. to 
£3 5..,_ a week, and the prices of coJ.l, oil, 
and freighb ha \·e been reduced. 

Dy the reduction in the discount .allowed 
by that company the price to the consumer 
has bee-n increased just as rnuch as if it 
were a sve~ificd increase per unit. I an1 
not a vvarc of any other to\Yll of sirnilar 
size where 8d. is" being charged in con1~ 
parison with the metl'O!>olitan charges. The 
hon. wember 'tatcd that the Citv Electric 
Li~·ht Company, Limited, was charging 26 
per· cent. le so than the Brisbane City Coun · 
cil. Uf cour~e, I arn not in a position to 
refute' or affirm that statement, but I claim 
tlJat so far as the ordinarv consun1ers of 
light arc concernPd, the Brisbane City Coull~ 
cil is eelling current just a" cheaply as the 
City Electric Light Company. I under
stand the present price is 5d. per unit, witl1 
JJO discount, as against Sd. per unit less 10 
per cnnt. cli::-:count in IpsYrich. The price 
charged by the Ipswich Electric Light Com
pany. Limited, for domestic power is 4d. 
per unit up to b\~enty units per 1nonth. 
O\·er tlwt rmmlJer of units the price is 2cl. 
per unit. \Ye claim that even at 2u. per 
nnit the cornpany would bo getting a good 
11rice for the eurn.:nt supplied for dotncstic 
power. I l1a Ye already qnoted the prices 
d1J.l'gcd by other (_:ornpanies for dorncstic 
tJOI\Tr, -<ml if I remcml,or rightly they ruu 
fro1n l~d. to 2d. per ur1lt. I am not aware 
of the price charged by this company for 
C1HTent for industrial purpose·,. There is no 
~et :-ehedulc, and it is a rnatter of arrange~ 
mem between the company and the industr:
"'I'Plicd. I am aware of the fact that thcv 
do charge n Ycry big con:;urncr 1-j;d. ol· 
1 1/lOd. per unit. Tht~ latter is the charge 
to the RaihYaY DPpartnwnt, ,,-hich takes 
a great arnount of cu1-rent. frmn this corn~ 
pany) and v•:as the nricc .an·an£ted bct\VCl'n 
the con1pany aud iht~ deparh;1ent during 
the timr of the l\Ioore Admini'tration. I 
an1 not a \rare of the pricc:'i being charged to 
ot}H'l' iudustria1 concerns. 

Tlw hon. member for Kenncdy, in reply to 
an uneqcctron, ,tatccl that the prices charged 
by the con1panics \YCrc C\~Cnt~d up by the 
incidc uce of taxation in1po:-5ed by the Govern~ 
men1. lle has stated, in effect, that the 
cor.lpany c-;,-cns tlp the char;c that it makes 
to the conblmwr by paying taxation from the 
proceeds supplicu lw the consumers. vVhv 
~hou1cl i-he consurncl::'l haYe to pay the- taxa'~ 
tion of thC' eo1npan~0.s? If t.hc consumers 
lL'lYP tn 11ay tbc taxailon, then the consnmers 
should receino the credit for tha.t. and the 
corn.r1any should not r(ceive an;.~ credit for 
haYing n1adc these payn1cnts. "\Ve r]a.irn th:-tt 
t lw peop1t~ 1Yho are really payi11g the taxa
i ion arc t ho pt>ople ·who are using the current, 
and not tJ,c company at all. 

The hon. nwmbor for Kenne.dy alco claimed 
that if the schedulo >Ycre applied the tax
pa:-er.'- \You1J be placed at a di~ad\·antage 
to the extent of 12s. 6cl. per taxp>tycr. vVhat 
does tlmt rnenn? If it an1ounts to 12s. 6d. 
per lwad of the taxpayo,'s, t.hen ho--· much 
does it moan financially to the company 
i,.sclf '' T understood the hon. memlJer to 
s~:v that the taxation IJaid by the con1pany 

[J!r. Olfd.c;on. 

amounted to 25 per cent. If that rs so then 
t!te company receives 50s. per head and it 
has no right to it. I am taking the hon. 
member', own figures He said that public 
utility companies pay taxation amounting to 
25 per cent., and 12s. 6d. is 25 per cent. of 
50s. The companies must have been reaping 
an enonnous harYest r.mt of the consu1ner:) 
of this State when that was allowed to 
continue so long. 

The hon. member aleo described the 
schedule a:s passire confiscation. Are the 
Oppo.sition more concerned about the public 
utility companies than the:, are about the 
public 1 They have no consideration for the 
public who find the. money to carry on these 
enterpnses by payn1g their accounts fron1 
month to month. That is what we should 
consider. The hon. member complained that 
in calculating a dividend of 7 per cfmt. o~ 
the value of the aooets of the companv 
required for the conduct of its eleetricitv 
business. the schedL!le was providing for cori
fis,cation. The hon. member also contended 
that the companies should be allowed a uivi
dend of 7 per cent. on its reserves. An 
ordinary individual ho invests his monev 
in a.Comlnonwealth 1oan, say at 3~ per cent:', 
ree01vos only 3;\ per cont., but the hon. mem
ber for Kenncdy sugge-ts that the company 
should aho be allowed a dividend of 7 per 
cent. on the credit balance of its reserves. 
He claims that in respect of resf'rves the 
<·ompany should receive 3} per cent., and 
that the reserve should not be subject to 
the npel'atwns of the schedule to the Bill. 
The Bill provides t.hat the companv shall be 
entitled to diYidends on the asset value of 
lho actnal unrlortaking itself. Anyone who 
would contend that that proyision' is unfair 
has not considered the position at all and 
co1·tainly- has not considered tl10 cons~mers 
or the people of Queensland. The reserves 
of the company are not the capital of the 
compan.'-· The reserves have been built up 
out of pr0fl!s made out of the people who 
have purchaser! the electt·ic current in the 
l""t. The company is not entitlod to 2!,- per 
cent. or 3 per cent. on these reserves lodged 
in a bank. or 3!, per cent. where they are 
invested in a ]oCln, in addition to a div.idend 
of 7 per cent. A mow riuiculous assertion 
\Ya::; IJCYOr rnadc in tl1is House. They are 
fl'<kinp: for the rip:ht to rlrclane a div.idGnd 
on capital including- resen-es. \Yhv should 
the company be allm,-ed to treat· reserves 
built. up out of prof'!f-.,, as sacrosanct and not 
liable under tlw schedule of the Bill? I 
rP!Jfltlt thAt these reseryes have been built 
np out of ih<> purchases of electric current 
bv the people. 

Thi Hill only prn-..-i<lP" w}lc:t i:-:; fair '-l}HJ 

,.;,],!. The sclH'dulc pnwiclcs that the whole 
:>f . r.h.~· co~ts of opc~ating- \]c:ctJ~ic plant~~ 
lfl(' l[('];·~· 1CH' P!l''l' ·j~ :,!.!_· n£ (':.'CtO'!f' tl". ·lJ.;: 
L~:• hdcc•n into consiclcrution in iho Hxat1on 
cf thf' .: nf tl1e current. The deprccia-
rion prope1ty i~ also i.dc,·n i11to con~ 
'-idr·rarlon. _\.__..:>ording· to tile hon. l118nlbcr 
for Kcnncdy, depreciation should be, taken 
1nio eon:~idc·ratiou in Lhc Jixntinn flf the prlce 
and il L,o a llo>.vecl i 11 con:-:idcrin,: the a;;;;·wts. 
\\TC' lnt,~,,~ 11L'Y(:r hccnd such n fallacion arguT 
Hlcnt t1ddn 'cd in thi .... Charnbc:· beforf'. 

1\Ir. :\LGORF.: '.Vhy Rhoulcl i.hey he '<1 c1il
fer· nt fmm local authorities? 

=·Ir. GLRDSO)J: It is rdl "--c1l to 
HH'lltion 1oeal <lllthoritic~. but authori~ 
tics arc in the1n~elYl'S a public ntiliry. Th.: 
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representatives of local authorities that 
operate public utilities in the interests of the 
people are elected by the people themselves. 
They ha ye no private rights, and any profits 
made by a local authority are paid into that 
local authority's fund. Such a course leads 
to a reduction in the cost of the public 
utility to the people or ·a reduction in the 
•·axRtion that is imposed to carry on public 
improvements. There can be no questioning 
the statement that a private utility company 
cannot be compared with a local authority 
in that respect, because the latter makes no 
profit, or should not, and all its moneys go 
into the local authority funds for the benefit 
of the people. 

Let us analyse the position in regard to 
local authorities. The hon. member for 
Kenncdy quoted from a section of the Local 
Authorities Ads which enables those bodies, 
in certain cases, to charge up to 5~ per cent .. 
and also to make provision to the extent of 
1 per cent. for a sinking fund. He then 
argued that that was equal to allowing 
them to make a profit of 6~ per cent. I do 
not know how he coul<l argue that a sink
ing fund, which is esta.blished for the pur
pose of wiping off a debt, is one and the 
same thing as the profit of a private com
pany. It is not "' dividend in any sense of 
the wo-rd. 

Some of the schedules or formulae set out 
in other places-I am speaking more par· 
ticulo.rly of the English Act-show the costs 
to be taken into consideration in arriving 
at the cost of electricity. Electric light 
companies in Queensland have operated in 
given areas under Orders in Council. They 
are thereby protected from any oppositi?n 
by any other company. These compames 
ha ,-e had that protection in Queensland for 

Therefore, we say, they should confer 
on public equal rights and give them 
fair treatment. Can auy one determine how 
an electric light con1pany is operating? 
How many dfficulties are placed in the way 
of dctcrmini ng what the costs of operating 
the plant and generating electricity are in 
order to determine what is a fair price to 

charged for electricity? When I made 
statement in this House on a previous 

occasion that the cost of generating elec
tricity was .7d. per unit it was immediately 
challenged bv the hon. member for Hamil
ton. I ~sked bim to produce any evidence 
th<tt the cost was greater than . 7d. per unit. 
He could not do so. All we can do is to 
base our costs on what h.as taken place in 
other parts of the world under similar con
clitions, and what is taking place in Queens· 
land in order to get the actual cost of 
production. Take the company operating in 
Battersea, Englancl. Its formul"' is set out, 
together with its allowable costs, in the 
Act \lnder which it operates. The formula 
provides for the itemising of costs associated 
with tb0 generation and distribution of elec
tricity, the figures being-

Coal and other fuel 
Wages 
Repairs and maintenance 
Rent, rates, t.axes 
Management, legal, office, 

insurance expenses 

Total working expenses 

Per unit. 
rl. 
.26 
.08 
.12 
nn 

and 
.17 

.72 

Private consun1er 
Public lighting 
Bulk supply 

Price charged. 
d. 

1.48 
1.2C 

A \'crage price for sup11ly 
.35 

].37 

Units per head 189 units 

The Bill makes s:1ecial provision concern
price to be charged by an electric 

for all electricitv supplied to pub
that in futm:e local authorities 

onJv a fair and reasonable 
·m cm hers contend that 

be left to agreement 
rrncl that in a<:tual 

of 
its transactions 
Supply Company, 
lighting is 
teen years ago, 
over the supply 
\vich, it agreed 
street lighting 
annum, and the 
sistecl of-

and other councils do 
authorities. The fact is 
no but 

at t·hcir to 
rne give you the 
Ci tv Council in 

I ns1vich Electric 
so fm· as street 

or eigh
company took 

current in Ips
the council to supply 
much light per 

of council cOJ'1--

£ s. d. 
406~ 50-cDnclle pO\YC'r la!nps at 

143~ 
£5 5s. c>ach 2,134 5 0 
10J.eandle-power la1nps at 

£6 

at 

each 99G 3 0 
400-car<ellc power !.amp 

£12 12s. 12 12 0 
-~-----

£3,137 G 0 

enormous sum of 
The company 

haYe an agreement, 
to gi·q~ you certain relief. 

for the 50-candle povver 
power lamps, and will 

£182 7s. ld." That still 
£3.000 as the annual cost 
in Ipswich, ·with a corn

number of ratepayers to 
to that cost. The council would 

not agree to the proposal, viewing the 
annual charge of £3.000 for the lighting of 
its streets as a. ridiculously high figure. 
Nothing was agreed upon, and the council 
is still paying the higher amount, because 
the compan:c insists upon continuing an 
agreement that was made eighteen years 
ago. ~o rerrtedy \vas available until the 
Government were approached to pass legis
lation in the matter, S'J that the ratepayers 
of Ipswich would bo given a fair deal. I 
cannot see whv anv hon. member should 
object to a Bill th~t gives a square de<tl 
to local authorities, to ratepayers, and to 
the people generally. 

Another matter dealt with in this Bill is 
in regard to the method of supplying 
accounts to the people. For some consider· 
able time consumers have experienced diffi
culty in ascertaining whether they have been 
charged for the exact number of units con
sumed by them. It is most difficult for any
one who is not conversant with the method 
adopted of calculating the number of units 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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to n·ad a nwtcr <'mTectly. \Vlwn repre
bL'll(at i(_;ll~ \Verc rnadf:~ to the Ip.swich Elcctnc 
::iuppl:c Company, Limited, the people were 
told that theY could read the m"ter for 
thcrnsc]ycs when it::; employee -went rou11cl 
reading rneters. J\.lost of the 1netcrs haYe 
four different sets of figures-fractions of 
unit;;;, units, hundreds. nnd thousands---:a_nd 
it is difficult for people who arc not farmhar 
\Yith nu:ter;:; to calculate the ruunL0r of un1ts 
con:-Junrcd. For ::;;cunl' con~icl0rablc tinw after 
the con1pany ftrst started operations in Ips
\Yich the meter r< •tding for the preccdmg 
account was stated on the current n1cter 
account 7 and people were e-nabled to ascer
tain c~silv whether an~, 1nistake had been 
rnadc in J~he calculatiorlq rnado by the cOin* 
panv. 'Ihctt ""'" a fair method and. I 
und~'r-;taud. i in operation iu Brjshanr. 
This >unending Bill \Yill providr' for th'' 
]Jl'Pn~diug reading to b0 placed O'll tho 
account in all ca~e::;. 

The "chcdule of the Bill is fairlY com
Jll'Cllensive, and provides for all :inatters 
llll'!:tionccl bv the hon. 1neu1ber for Kennedy. 
J 1 prov1dcs ~for the total cost of producing 
t'lecrririt''· Consideration i~ given to the 
capital in the undertaking, but ·rot ,the 

that is not sunk in the u>1dcrtalong. 
is where we difier from hon. membei-s 

oppo,itc. \Ye say tlte c.tpital in tho under
taking is the only capital that should be 
tak(ln i11to con~ideraiion, oiher than tbe 

'Jduction. iu flxing- the charge for 
The Bill abo pr~m·ides for trans

of litw~. for repair:-:, rnaintcnancc, 
alld n1anngetncnt. costs. 

I\Ir. I{EXXY: \Vhat a Lout unforeseen 
expenditure? 

J\Ir. GLEDSO'\: That is also provided 
for. Ever.vthing i-3 clefinitelv laid do\vn: 

the can determined the same as 
call dct 111 conJtPdion y;·ith 

other electrical undertaking in the 
This is not the only place where 

llHt.tb_r of el0ctric charges have been 
inquired into. IIJquirics in this regard haYo 
L-1kcn place in other countries oYer a rF· m bor 

f yc·ars. \Yhen a n;onopoly ~cts control of 
a public utility such as electricity, and 
<'xploits it for the purpose of increasin(Z 
diYidends for its s1Jareholders, legislative 
a ~tion has to be taken in or -:!or to ensure 
that the public shall got a faii deal. Mem
l·crs cm tlrc GoYcrnmcnt .ick of the House 
deem it their dutv to watch the interests 
of the public: a ne!" whilst \Ye believe in giv
in? a falr deal to the:;:e con1panies, at the 
s.nmp time 'vc consider that the consumers 
s.hould get a fair deal also; in other ·words. 
that the scales should be evenly balanced 
lwtween the two parties. , 

C.fr. BR.\SSI~GTO'\ (Fortitude Falle1;) 
[7.29 p.m.]: From the point of pri' ate enter
prise. the hon. memlwr for Kennedy made 
nut an excellent case; and in that regard 
I c 'ID only say that his marked ability 
could ltavc ~r·rvPd a better cause. 

Hon. gentlemen opposite have shown a 
keen interest in this debate, and have dis
pla:vecl great enthusiasm in stating a case 
•dn· rhr. prices of electricitv should not be 
reduced. Their marked actiYitv in that 
re<;arcl to-night is quite in contrast with thP 
lackadaisical manner in which they have 
attended to their duties during this session. 
Synchronising with that actiYity we have 
the fact that the managing director of the 

[Jlr, Oledson. 

Cit\· Electric Light Company, Limited, 1s 

present hero to-night, aud . is keenly 
intcwoted in the progress of thrs debate 

OPPOSITION J\fE:IlBERS: \Yhy should he not 
be here'! 

::\[r. SPK'l.KER: Order! 

::\lr. BRASSIJ\'GTO:'\: The actiYity of 
hon. mcmbcrs opposite, with the presence of 
the n1anaging dil'cctor of the eon1p~ny~ sug
crests that hon. llH'IllbCrS OpppOSltC ha V8 

~eceiYed their brief and are J1ere to-night 
in the inten·,<ts of private f'utcrprjsc and 
Yf'~tf'd intere:.,t;:;. generally throl!ghout the 
State. In bygone days, during the peak 
period of the power cf hon. mem~ers oppc:
sitc when the Labour Party was m opposi
tion we had occasion to point out that time 
and acrain the secrct<.u·y of thP G1·aziers' As"o
ciatio~ \Yas present in 'the lobby of this House 
,, hcnP\'01' important l('gtslatinn wa.s being 
put through. \Y c we're thor_1 led io the con
f'lu~ion that that gcntlem.n.n \1 a:'i prc.:;;cnt. to 
clil'ect the polic:: of hon. !11embeis opposlh,'. 
_A ~irnilar thine: .. can he ~a1cl to-n1ghL and It 
flpfinite]y Fhrn~ s that the Opp:::::;ition are 
fie htin!:r ·for a <h•fmitc sot of intcrc-.,ts and 
a~e pt~pan,d~ as fal' as pos~iblc. to ob~truct 
thi;;;. LlPJ.S!lJ'C' arH1 rnisreprcsent the conh•nb: 
of this Hill in ordel' to enclcayour to delude 
1 he people. 

The casP presented this aft<'l'~1oon fo:· the 
\-'. '-'tcd int0rcsts lna-~ be rathe-r JnYoh-Pd and 
JllrlY be difTienlt to ~undor~tand. bni thP ra:-'C' 
fo1", tl'c consunlrr. the nc-oplC' in .!:tC'lleral, ('8!1 

he· --tilh' i brirfly and to tL0 point. The 
c-·a:-:c for tlH' con~un1<'l' js that thCl"E~ i.:; a good 
and .:u_f-Iicient rea~nn \Vhy prieP:' rhiu·gp(l for 
Plectricitv shoulcl be reduced substanti;;ll''· 
\YhPu I~ n1akc that statcmpnt al1on- ill(' to 
lwin-rr t my Aid a few £nets. The C-ity 
F,Jpr·.tric Corn pan~- Llnlitrd,. whi, lt l.ut~ 
a h -~nl'hi~e for the rnajor portion of the 
n;ctropolitan ar0a, hn~ throug-h the YC'~r.-;; 
shown comid~rablo profits. I shall dPal \nth 
that nwth'r at greatf'r l0ngth at a Jnter 
p('riod. The balancc-::.:hc0ts .of ~hat co1npan~v 
dlsclcse the profits 1nade 1n the pa~t and 
also \vh:v it f'honld be jn a poi'ition to makR 
;j_ ~·Pcriflf'f' at prc~e:nt.. The point I d(~sin~ 
to make is this: Seeing ihat this eompan,v 
hn.;; in 1 he prt5t 1narlc cnon11ous profits and 
1~ (Ontinnlng to rnakP J1igh profit-s. and 
:-,crinO' t11at the co~t cf elPctricitv to the 20n
sunw~ hac:: 110t fa1lc11 to an~, gTrat extent. 
~\ ~)()rcas the-re lvt~ been a YPry definite f 11l 
in IH'j('p lf'Yels) in w_a,gps-par~icnlarly when 
hon. mf~ulber~ op;rws1te \-.·en" 111 powcr--Rnd 
n Ycry definite fe.ll in the conditions of thP 
people- gcn0rall~v throughout, tl1c Sta1-c, Olh' 
c:-tn aro·uc in all sinceritY that l"lH•rp L."i a 
definite~ ne<'< ,.,it;' for the introducticn nf " 
llH a.;;urP. There i~ a dcfinitr. a_rgunlCllt \\-~!\' 
i1H· prices charged for clcctnnt~" hould r>t: 
l'Nlnr-cd. 

rrhe Bill n1akcs proYision for a maxjnnun 
profit of 7 por cent.. hv companies operating 
throun·hout Qucc'nslancl. In the li<iM of past 
<'"<[ll'ricnce 11t1cl alm of thP fac.t that the 
Cihr El~~f'h ic Light Cun1rJauy, Lnn1tcd. ha~ 
n1a~lP cn·JrnJous profits. that ~e0n1s to n1c a 
verv fair snb~tantial rate of profit and on~~ 
with ~Yhich the cornpany and hon. membe1·3 
opposite, representing that company, should 
be yerv \Yell pleased. Hon. members oppo
site, i1i a<'c Jrdancc with the brlPf the.,.. have 
rr;:civcd to n1akc out a case in this ~\sson1bly. 
nro nli~.---t:)tint;{ fad,:;. Tlw~T an' f'!ldi~,1.Yn 1 '1';1 .y 

t~> mis1c'n.c1 the people into the belief t~at 
the polic,v of the GoYernment i'l a dcfimtc 
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ahack upon legitimate business throughout 
the State. That is not the fact. The policy 
d the Gm·crnnwnt in this regard is in keep
ing Yrlth their polic.v during the past t\vo 
and a-half years, al!ll is based npm1 the 
princip1e of giYing a fair deal to the people 
and also to this and other companies con
ti'nJleO by this moasurP. The measure is 
justified. I sincerely hope that when it 
bcc,.H:H -. Ja\Y, and ifi put into .effect. it will 
bring abont a YPr~? definite and substantial 
rc<lnction in thr- prirc>s charged for electricity 
t J the consurnors throughout the State. 

In approt,c-hing this subject one 1nust 
naturallY take into consideration the fact 
that ho;L me mhcrs opposite. •·:hen demand
ing that the CoYcmmeut should allow pri,·atc 
0nt01·prise to c:intirnlC without interference, 
should not for.e:ct thcct tho'c who now con
trol ~nch ro:r:1H1nir~ 1hrougl1ont the State 
S( :-urec1 their franchise-; at a YL'l'V low co;:;::t. 
AH0r s0curing thP'n ihcy crPc.:ted. ]lla.nt and 
n1acl1inerv ::ncl so fori-h. Th0y eycntnallv 
put thci1: , crks into productjOn, and th'e 
rnajorit~+ of i he ha1ancc-.'-'hect" rli~··lose that 
through thP co~npa11ies have 
l'ar;oe~l profile. I" it. not. there-
forE'. fair ar.d ~hle that \VC' should a~k 
of then1 frn1:.n :-1r1c of thP I-Iongr• that. 
l18Ying made profLts in the past, t1w 
prPsr•nt is n ''· l1cn the~~ "hou1c1 1nakr 
f:·lnlP :;acrifiu' on be ha 1f of the JlCople of 
thC' State? J;;: it. not frlr that \iVP shoulc1 ask 
of the City Elnctric Light Company, Limited, 
and oth0r compani0s that thC'\' con1e for
"\\'n,nl flJjd rr:akc tlH·sc~ sacrifices l.Yithout seek
ing t!)c aid of hon. n1rn1hrrs opposit0- to 
r-nd('<t\Tonr t;) pn' f:::_'nYarc1 a cnsc that cannot 
L · su~tuined ·: 

Yr 1r. 

I propose to place before the House and 
bdore the people generally figures relating 
to the operation~ of tlw City Elcctrjc Light 
Cmnpany, Limited, over a poriod of years, 
and I do so because the hon. member for 
Kcnnedv gave the impression that this and 
other c'ompanies had not received a fair 
deal in the past and that the measure would 
br grossly unfair to them.- In 1916 the 
companv had a paid-up cap1tal of £231,037, 
"·hich \vith other liabilities amounting to 
£6,070 rnacle a total !ittbility of £237,101 
as ag·ainst assets amounting to £258,628. In 
1934_::._according to its last balance-sheet-it 
had cmbideralJly improved its position, and 
it had m"dc substantial profits-the paid-up 
cupit<ol amounted to £1,398.226, which with 
other li;ebilities <emountinrr to £43.595 marlc 
a total liabilit,-· of £1.441.821, whilst the 
as.~r··s arnountc·d to £2,396,097. A .. cornpari~ 
"m of t],p figures for 1934 >Yith those of 
1916 \Yill ohow that the 'COmpany de\·elopcd 
cnorrnou~ h 7 bctv, een the so vears. De· ·pitc 
\Y}wt hon. rne1nbc1'S oppo-3ite~ nuty 5ay there 
i~ no reason this rueasure ~hould not 
b('como law ai: ctrliest possible oppor-
tunlt~·. I l1ave ~o1no figure:;; hero relating 
to the COlDpany that I propose to qnotc so 
that th(~ gc11eral pub]jc \Yi1l know the real 
positio!l. I propo e to give a ~umrnary of 
it actiYities \Yhich appeared in the "\Vild 
C d " month:y. published during April, 
1934. Tlwt is a yery reputable financwl 
jon1 nal in this countr~·, and one that n1ust 
b:c accepted as n guide for the !Jeople in 
general. rrhc::5.-~ figures ~h?w the arnount ?f 
profit, urnonnt uf d1v1dencl dedarcd--1n 
ronnd :-the perC'cntage of diYiLlcnd 
on ordinary shan ·, ancl the percc.!ltage of 
di Yiclencl:- o.n prc+-'n nee share~-

, ' 
01dirJ:lfY Slmrrs. ! Prernrncl :-'• ar .... ) 

---! -~-----------~----! 

rl\Jta.l Amount of 
l}i\'i<knd. 

19lh 
1916 
1017 
1918 
J\Jl9 
1920 
1921 
1922 
]9:23 
192-l 
1923 
1926 
19~7 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1081 
19:~2 
193:1 
1934 

£, 
"'!.(11~ 
:)'J);jt} 

lO.H-Hi 
:l8.37S 
-!~J)J! 
:-,/.:?.U-t
G'.:!0-1 
DD,:-:;tti< 

11:{,:?70 
1:):2.887 
1:-iO,:!.fiO 
190,078 
217.~fi1 
:?.1-t,-i/0 
~29,:32:? 
~;~0.3li0 

:?.~G.:?G:i 
171 f'38 
181.9G7 
1:!0.-!87 

Per c"nt. 
13 
10 
10 
lll 
Ill 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

9 
8 
8 
8 

::\Ir. BEDFOTID: In 1929 tho dividend paid 
cquallccl the original capitaL 

:'vir. DRASSINGTO:\f: The profit of 
£230,366 was a record in the history of the 
company. It is noticeable that up to the 
year 1930, whilst the profit increased the 
diYi.cJends practically remained the same. 
One might well ask why the dividend 
remained the same in view of the fact that 
the profits since this rate of dividend was 
first declared had mure than· doubled? 
"Whilst in the latter years there has been a 

(i 
{\ 

t; 'illd 
(\and-, 
ij and 7 
G and I 
G and 7 
G and 7 
G and 7 
() <llHl 7 
()and 7 
ll a net 7 
ti awl 7 
() t\Il(l 7 
()and 7 
G and 7 

:.:O,;).S~ 

19!81 
~5,1C:1 

;n:~~~ 
-!2,003 
f)t\,2~-s-J. 
77,4~1 
90,898 

100,3\l:' 
lOO,lo:l 
1()4,828 
115,714 
117.2/:3 
120,30B 
128,2H7 
122,170 
110,208 
110,208 
110,208 

falling-off in the profit, nevertheless it is 
cnonnous, and justifies tbe arguments we are 
making. It is Yery noticeable that from 1915 
to 1934-a period of nineteen years-th1s 
comprrnv made a proilt of approximately 
£2,560,000. Yet when we, on behalf of the 
people, ask this Assembly to pass. a measure 
ha ,-ing for its effect a reduct10n m the el~c
tricit.v charges, hon. members oppos1te 
preoent a brief on behalf of the company and 
(~n<h.'aYour to haYr this measure misrepre
sented and ha vo dcclarf'd that it is impos
sible, 'with the object, of course, of having 

.lllr. Brassington.] 
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iL 'i\'lthrlrawn at, all costs. It is also inter
<.'stinrs to ll_pte that the arnouut of dividends 
di~trjbnted for the> nineteen-year period I 
haYe just qnotcd totalled approximately 
£1.650.000. The quc,tion of re~crYcs has been 
rcf· rn cl to. Hon. mcrnbe;·s opposite ,,-ill 
argue th:tt a certain sun1 each year has been 
~~er a,.;;ide fo1· the purposes of depreciation
that is. to tncet anv other untoward costs 
tlNLt u1ight ari~c. The report::; of tho com-
panY di' ·lo'e that amount passed to 
lT-..,~n·c ~l nd llO'iY at the cr('dit of 
t!Jc accumulated re,erYP5> fund has reached 
lhP P!l.Jl'mOUS total of £898,172. 

finaLeial po-=-itlon of ,__~ cnrn
hon. l11C'lnlwJ'- opposite aro 

a fin:ht. \Yhich they arc 
on y;;hosc behalf thcv aro 

fnrthcr nrofrt~; and fnrth{·l: con-
{_'( ~..,~o!::--, Representing; as I clo u rneiro-

coJJstihH'llC_,., I naturally speak on 
nf uwtropolitan p(~opl0, i.lJ:tl in acl-

,-a: for the people I rcprc-
nrrsent th0 affairs of d1i~ 

con,p'll_Y for cxaln-ination. ~o that 'iYlJcn the 
t1,J· cn:;P-- for prop]\ out-.;iclu to fonn an 
onini(m rllcv wi11 not br' Ini::~lPd. If the 
<~~.-('1' ~t--' pP~, _on Ydlo :;:nppnrt:; thP Lrrhonr 

to rend the 'JlCC<·h deli ,·ered by 
for Kr·nucdy. a speech full 

fl.n2.ncia 1 tClTl1~\ a con
nr:d a ~erirs of con

he wnuld be forced to 
<'Oll.lpa1lY r~·fcrrcd to, 

co1npanics in gnneraL 
graY0 illjnsticc by th0 

llli'"l:-<ttn' the :Fiou~c. 

(lppr).sr.L·Jn::; 1\IE:11BSRS: So th('Y arc. 

:,rr, Sl'E),KER : Orde;·: 

:\Ir DRASSii'\GTOX: lion m"mbers oppo
c-;ii-c f'Oll:'i..;tc-::tl-- r··pOUS·r~ tb0 eau -.f-~ of Yestrd 
1ni.J'l"i.'St-. \Yhat do thcv nn(' for ihc un-
fod1.1!Wtc nLn <1r::d , Ji\·ing in ruy 
c'lt -·tor;ltC. of hv reason of the 
nrinon~ adoptefl h._: ihc preYions 
Con l'l!ment a period of depn~·:3ion arc 
nnfo:duna leh- on unc•!nployrnr:nt relief? 
\YLmn do th~'V in this Parlian1cnt? 
J it the J)('OJ;(,; ~sould attcnl])t to lDlS-
ledd, or cnly the Ycstcd interests? 

~Jr. :\[\HER: Ynu dirl not tllink of thot 
1\-;;h your ~\u.-rn·liau \Yorkcr~' Union ticket 
co-,tiJ_;~· 25s 

Ir. BRASSISGTO::\: If I \Ycrc to reply 
io Uw hou. n1PHlht'r in the tern1s that his 
jn10rjectiou v;arro.llts. I should be called to 
nrdC'~' L>:'(':-tu .p th0 ·ubjPct is not no1v under 
di,cmsion: but I would emphasise that a 
~tafun1cnt in plajn and llllY<arnishcd figures 
of i he enonnnns pr.;fits nHtdc by this conl
p,dly, '''hich Las a franchi::-e over the n1ajor 
portion of the Gl"eater Bri·-bane area, is 
ubso1ute1y nrce;.;sary so that. the average 
rnan In th0 sin~et ca11 un.d(·r;;;tand the posi
tion and decide for himself the merits or 
oth('nYisc of the• GoYernu1ent's legi~lation 
nm•- before this Assembly. 

Mr. SPARKES: Is it any wonder capital 
will not come to Queensland? 

::\Ir. DRASSI=-<GTOX: That interjection 
is in keeping with the Yiews of hon. mem· 
bors onposite. It cannot be said that on 
any o"C<tsion thP present GoYcrnment haYO 
treated a fair proposition unfairly. \Ve can 

that WP at all times stand for 
that is fair aad reasonable, but 

[ Jlr. Brassington. 

v:e do d{•mand and stand on the princip1e 
tl1<1t our policy is for the people first. All 
'' e a, k b that the people shall receive jus· 
r;ce: thereafter private eutcrprise and the 
iuterests that hon. members opposite repre
sent shall receive their just desr>rts. That is a 
fair s;:ttclnent of the Labour PartY's general 
attitnde to'iYards thP uncea"ing cri"tici.-:n1 and 
rni . .;,repre~entation nf hon, rnember:-'i oppo~ite. 

In a11 endeayour to di~credit the Gon'.'rll
mruf~~ !Pgislation, hon. mmnbors opposite 
will cloubtlc ... s argue that the gcntlen1en w~o 
fonned thi~ cmnpany took a certain risk 1n 
the innstment of their capital. I do not 
dajlu 

1

to bl~ a busi~1ess n1an, but I clairr; !o 
be ab1e to rccJgnisc .and to state a p1a1n 

and in reply to the probable argtuncnt 
rncralwr~ oppo-;ite let rnc say that 

tho-._' 1Yilf) inyp;..;it><1 t1:cir canital in ihi~ 
ccrn did r.nt t<1kc such a gr:i..-e risk after 
..:\ fra11c:hise extending -over m.a.ny area~. 
coJnpre~lC'1'3~Ye in E ,~cry shape a11d forrn, was 
s"C1U' {l nnd fron1 the point of Yie1\' of 

th(•ir n1oLc'y was rcprc:-;cntcd b.v 
,J c<'C:Lll'itv. Thus. L,) case that 

Ol>po . .-{te can a eh ~~ne:_' to-nigl11 
their oppo:-iLio!l to thi.- l31!L 

:~Ir. I~ ":\XY: IIow ruuch of it--; capit;-d did 
it 1o: ~ ': 

:\[r. BHASSIXGT0'\1: If the hon. member 
desires to make himself a panot for vested 
illterc.-,t::. outsicle this ParliaUfllT. tltat h 
l1i-; business. I subrnit that on the figurc3 
.'"-hO"' n the legislation is sonncl. I indict tbe 
Opposit~on on t!Jeir endcaYour during this 
c1clL'l-e to fo1·cc' the hands of Hw Gon'~1·nn1ent. 
to lni.'"-l'C'lll'f·:Pllt the public, and to put up a 
fiu.ht for priyatc• enterprise throughout rho 
State. ]ion. rncrnbers opposite always twit 
this GoYcrnrncnt vvith being unfair to priyatc 
C'ntrrprise. TJH•rc is uo nece~.,ity for n1e to 
repeat what I said in this House a few 
"\YC'ck.~ ago that, 20 long as private cntcr
pri'c vcill obey the la\Y., of this land it will 
YecPiYo fair and just tn atmPnt fr0111 this 
Go...-crnmcnt. In view of the ovcrwhclmjng 
ca:2 put forv.>ard in justification of the action 
of the GoYornment in introducing this Bill, 
I ask }JOn. mcnrbers opposite, as -l't,' ipOnsibic 
m<mbcrs of this Assembly, to support this 
DlP<' ~ure and a·"·sist to rnakc it law, because 
that is \Yhat is desirc.d by those people who 
haw gi,-cn thorn a brief to be here to-night. 
As I said earlier in my remarks, I do not 
claim to be an authoritv oll busine'B matters, 
bnt I dc>.ire to state a few plain fact. fm· 
the consideration of the people \Yhom I 
represent. 

Before I conclude I take the opporin•tity 
of again expressing that \\-hich has oft<~ 
been exprr·ssed in the past, that the c-ooneJ' 
ali worth-" hilc public utilities ?re brrm<tht 
unrlN the control of the public gcnerally-
(Oprosition dissent). 

Mr. I' L\HER interjected. 

Mr. SPRAKER: Order! 'I'hc hon. member 
for \Vest :Worcton has been repeatedly 
warned, and I hope he will desist from fLlr
thoJ· interruption. 

!\h. DRASSIXGTOX: As I was sa::infi, 
the soonr>i' all utilities that are of Yital 
intcre't to the public are controlled l.y them 
the bcttct·; hence the loml roar of dissent 
from hon. members opposite. Once r gain 
thcv dcmon~trate that thev .stand for wsted 
interests. The points that I have ru.is,:,d 
lH•rc to-nig-ht ~hou1d provide food for 
thought. The fact that an enormous profit 
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of £2,560,000 has been made by this con· 
c ern ovN· a period of nineteen years prompts 
the question : would it not be better for the 
people in general to enjoy that profit instead 
of ils passing into the hand,, of vested 
interpsb 9 As a representative of the people 
I afiirm the principle that tl1e people should 
enjoy thP profits camcd by public utilities; 
and the >vay in which they can enjoy those 
profits is bv wav of a substantial reduction 
jn the pri(·,, o(~ the c:;nnnoditif's conHnnt>d 
by them. Tl1ut is a fair a!ld just argu1nent. 
I will ahvays -lcfcnd that principle, hr:cause 
it is one that is , worth while and is in 
the imcrcets of the people generally. 
Hon. nwmbcrs opposite are p!oasecl to sneer 
and m isrC'pre:;:cnt any attempt 111 a de by the 
people to control their own utilities. 

Let us ta kc the case of the Brisbane City 
Electricity Department. A Labour Govern
ment gave the Brisbane City Council 
an opportunity of creating that depart
ment. aud it should be remembered Llrat 
during the :'ears that that department 
opern tcd jn a rnanner "xhich reflected credit 
on the people of Brisbane, it prm-ided an 
dficir,nr 'en ice in the interests of the people, 
and c c:>n proudly point to the fact that 
it has dotlc good work on behalf of the people 
in tl1e Grcate1· Brisbane area. If that can 
i•e accomnlishccl in the case of one utilitv 
it i$ a '~'Pi~tbty argument vYhy all llubJiC 
ntilitic,; ,hould be brought under public 
control. 2\ o nHttter how Inn eh hon. gentlernf'n 
opposite 1nisroprosent and n1is-state the 
position cannot get a\Yay fron1 that 

fac~, nor c~n they get a\i\ay fro1n tbo 
1lw day will corne v;rhen all great 

utilitie,, will be brought under the 
control of the people. I repeat that 

the great giant of electricity should be 
controlll'd the people, In recent years 
cl{-_>~tricity reYolutionised the Gconmnic 
life of t];,, people in varions countries. Elec
tricity has taken the place of coal. oil, and 
other fuel' in indnstrv >vith resultant advan
tage to the ncople. ·The wide range of the 
mdulrwss of the great giant of electricity 
to manl<incl is demonstrated bv the fact that 
it rJl'OYidP~ jlOIY('T for great fa'(_:te>ries, and at 
the time heats the humble electric 
iron in home. which is cogent evidence 
t],,ot the tillle is ripe when this commoclity 
shotdd be controlled by the people in their 
own intcrf'~t. 

It 1;':. rwt too nn1ch to say tlu1 t in tlE' . 
tn cn1nc' p]ectricitY as .a~ motivE" DOIYC'l' 

an PnornlOU:'I ·pa1·t in tl1e de,~f'101J
this State It is not too rnuch 1-o 

~ I1P po~.--ibilitic~ in that dirccHon 
nJJllrnitccl. \Ycre hon. nlcru1n:~r~ 

a~kcd tn r~Htke a proplH•-;;y. they would lJ,:: 
vcr-;· hard to it to tnakc a 
ac 'to thr' dPvclnpmcnt rrnd 
lnf'llh of t·1Pdri_itY. l con-;idcr the -..-dJOle 
::-·--:-'tl'nl -lwnlcl con.le under tbe control of 
t l1C' people. 

1\fr. SP.I.Rr:E;..::: Like tLP State :--t 'tioll:-" ,, 

:VIr. TIJL\SSTXCTCl:\: Thr' hcn. rne•nLn 
nn CJHP~ticn:-- dPaling ·with land n1aticn: is 
the nnc-cvcd ll'adcr of the bliud. He look, 
at all qt~, srions fron1 the· yje,vpoint of the 
l.::1nd, aucl con--equently J1i:-:; iiLUlC interjec
tion cannot SPl'YO all' other purposl' tlu~n to 
wa~te Yalaablc spare iu .: 1-Ian-'ard.'' I \Ya:~ 
on tl1c poi!lt. of :;;aying that the expansion of 
the~ u."P:o; of C'lPc-tric P',J\Yf'r in this St-ate is ::t 

tnattcr (•f tiuv'. A:.: we discu·"' thi::; itupor
tant cpw--tlon to-night proba hl.v one m a~· be 
purcloncd for sugge~ting th:1t in the near 

future' tltc Gon?-rnn'~'nt will ha 1:e to consiJer 
YCl'Y carpfully the po;;sibilitit'~ electrify-
] ng tlw :.:u burba!l raihYa_v oJ:' tiF:-
GreutPr Bri.~bn.nr:~ are1. That has bcc·t: done 
in rhc otLPr c-.pital -citie:'

1 
and it i:;: a \~'orth

while policy. Electrilluttion of our subur
LaE raihYaY :-3Y:'iPlll \YOuld nH_'-(ill a 
1o-datC'. :.1n~l c:lean ~L·r-..-lct..'. aEd \Yould 
the intc·re~ts of the pcoph~. ...-\:::; th t du.\ 
llHL-it. :-3Ul'C'h <-ll'l'i";,_ it i:' '·!.SC a.-; 
to-night to '<:uh·ncate a polic-y tlut gP 
any GoYernHH·nt the right to dra\Y tl1c·ir 
e]cctri(·ity :<.HppliP.s from 
house owned and 
}1 V l'C'lll<lli'kR llHl Y 

1nidorit v of lwn. · 
when that v:ill 
\Y 0 arr: con~Pqw:_~nlly j 
ing the fn1 ure allll till' 
put iPto <'ft(·d. and ac1Yc, 

a11 the ::;tn•ugth \Ye' 

nH~ I.'JU!'l' i:' hnt the 1.)' to gtT.1~ 
JH'Ot.!T' .;;;, uiong: ~hJ? lin{';::; I h -~vc lll"lltionc-Li. 
I hopG that in the near fiJlur._ a 

of 1 he whol(_' of this 
The :::ooJHT 

c1P\ :!lo(Jlnent in the direction ht..tYe 

f!.'C'~·ed the ~.ootJ('l' ":/ill the p<'oph 1 Hp 

bcnciit it con!JOtn:-;. and the ~OUl~l.'l.' \\ill 
gl'Pai State ar1vaucc. 

I -1csire to L:'iYc· 1111.· 

be•( ~n~';r· it ':ill ;-;1cnn tO 
YYhmn I rcnrc:..:Pnt a 
:--:F<LkiiL' t"o t11l' brief for 1ht 
nanies. the hon. lllC'lllLer for 
thr' ~ ·· \Yhar effcrtiYt~ -will 

h a 
nnfnrt u1:are 

to tlH' nYoJ·age .._ . .:n--un~cr. l1t' 
llE'i.Ul ld. or 2c:. a daY. \Yirh 

thnt fll~H?UIJP ;o ~~-· 2d. ~JP!' 
<lY LlF tO tt. ililL :::ri('!ll

D;~c] otbCi' ho11. n10:mber:-' 
of ls. 2cl. (t IH'l'k 

a large 11nrnber of 
not in the besr 

of cir~·urn'-tanrc'-... 
further tltan 

Bill dnes nothi11g 
ahont fl :'HYill!.!.' of Is. 2d. 

to the hon. ~nen1ber for 
\Yorkers throug-lwnt 

pa ,3n~·c i~ word1 ,\-hilc. 

('(ldt "('k. 
Kcnn0d 
this 

I that 
~'~'nti:ll to 

. ;u~d it \\·ill rcr-ciYP the ::-un
pcople ;:t~nPt·all:L I g1·euil:. 

l'('_Q,T('t i lw t l!o!l. !l1Plll bcr-:; oppo~itt>, un fol'· 
tunatt•h-. c-oJtlrl .-..llO\\' no PJltltu::;ia::-:nl 1YlH'n 

. lcg·i-dar1on earlier in tlw :--0~·-ion. 
tltf'.\' arc~ like ulCll rejn>:e

Pllt}ltl~i[l_"tic. thr;.ir 
u re theY aro 
~roorl on hrllalf of ~-c--ted 
again~t tl10 pcoplP:s \\'l'lfarP. 

GO\'f.:R:\:\JC\'r :\IE:\IBERS: :flf'i!l'. l-:ea.r r 

Mr. 1'L[J:\KETT (Alhrrt) [8.5 p.m.]: I 
clr,sire tu address mndf to tbi_,, Biil becalhC 
I a m JPi',,onal!y interested, but before doinp: 
so I might "lY that I am rather amns10cl 
at the hon. n1cn1 bee 1-Yho has iust rcstnnecl 
his spat. He said .sen•ral tim"e, that hon. 
llH'Inbcr::- on thi~ side were enthusiastic in 
their fight cn behalf of w•stecl int<'rcsts. but 
so far on1,v one s11eakt'r has spoken on thi_;.: 
:'ide of thl' Ffou . ..;;p_ Statcmrnt.;;; ro thP ('·ffccr 
that hon. memLcrs on this side stand for 
YC'":'h~rl interesbi arc all humbug, and are not 
home out in fact. I am opposed to the 
Bill on principii', but because hon. mem
bers oH this s,icle dare to oppose the Bill 
ou principle they are accused of fighting the 
fight of .-estecl interests. I hold the view 

ilfr'. I'lunkelt.] 
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that if any person or company is in receipt 
of oxce,sive profits they should be reduced, 
but I cannot agree that this Bill provides 
t.he proper methods of achieving the end 
desired. I do not agree with the policy of 
the Govermnc'1t providing for the socialisa
tion of industry,_ and I claim the right to 
oppose that policy. I rduto the sugges
tion so often made by the hon. member 
for Fmtitude V a ll0v that I stand for the 
canitalistic cla>s. 1'hnt, is not true. Hon 
members OIJpOsite g] ihly refer to the capi
talistic class and to vested intcre,ts, but can 
hon. members point to any other Gm-ern
m• nt who so gleefully avail themselves of 
the money proYided by tlw capitalistic 
class? The Labour GoYcrnnH:nt are tho 
gn "'test :'31Jf'!1dcrs of any UoYernmeut in 
history, all(l "·hne "·oulcl they get their 
n1oney if thel'o was not a capitalistic class? 
It is bonowed monev that keeps the Labour 
( ;-o, ClTl.ntcnt, in po\':er ~ yet they are pre
pared to c;ay on all occasions that the capi
tali:;tic claPo;;-yested interests-is ruinjng the 
conntrv. .and that indnstric:s n1ust be 
sociali~cd. I-Tml. rucrnbPl~S oppo~ite can 
achi(-~\~(~ their eJJds -without becorn1ng Yindic
tiYC. 

The bon. member for Ipswich claimed that 
the Bill had bt'en introduced in the interests 
of the con,urners. and held it to be his duty 
in t.Lis IIonsc to ]ook after their jnterests. 
\Yr arc :.111 con:"umcr.s. and \Vhen "\Ye pay 
\H? rcl'eiYe a service. If 1)\TC did not receive 
a sr'rYieo then \\ W-)nld not pay. That 
i::; tlle C':'._,encc of · v~tmn undc'r ,yhich we 
lin,. but for party )>olitical purposes the 
irnprf'~~ion i:S ~ought to be conveyed that 
hon members on this ,ide are here 'to watch 
the ilJtetTets of the capitalistic cla''· Tho 
rcn1ark::' of hon. n1cnll::ers opposite an1ount 
to pulitica:~ pro]Hlt;.:tnda, and they do not 
g-et us an) \Y Le re at all. 

I run particnlar1y concerned about tho 
pro:-;:H·ch; of a lo<"al anthority that has estab~ 
li~hC'C] its nY:ll dP·:tric lighting ~;Fslmn, and 
l mll npon the hon. member for Ipswich 
and the lwn. member for Fortitude Valley 
to snpvort rne 1n tn:v argument in faYOUf 
of this local authority, because it is an 
argutn~nt iu fa\·ou1· Of the consun1ers of 
rl.;ctric currt'nt. In order to establish its myn 
electric lighting '''stem the local authority 
COlJcrrrwd hacl to establish a benefited area, 
in which th<' land was loaded ''"ith a special 
rate of 7d. ill t-he £1 to pay interc-~t and 
n-dcrnption on borro-wed n1oney. The hon. 
1nernber for :F'ort3tucle ,~ allev said that he 
represent d thn people -in L his electorate, 
and tlwt it ~.\·a~ his tlutv to watch their 
iutercsts. The hnn. nH'lllflC'l" ~hould trrke a 

idcr viPW. and he should realise that he 
!1as a b1ggr-r duty to pcrforn1~to ~~";atch th~ 
interests of tho whole of the people of 
Queensland. and not nnly those of the people 
of his electorate. If we aro to be so 
circumscribf'd in our outlook that we aro 
preparerl to guard tlw interests only of tho 
people in a CPrtain locality, then we aro 
going lo ln·ing ,l. considerable arnount of 
1-roublP npon onr,.;<(~lyes. That is my caso. 
~Cndor this Bill the people in that area are 
fOing- to be penalised. I c;]ml! refer to that 
matter again a little later on. but at the 
moment 1 desire to outline the case of the 
local authoritv that I have in mind. The 
local authorii_-- borrowocl between £11,000 
<md £12.000 to establish its plant, and 
commenced by supplying; direct current. 
The consumption of electric current within 

[11-Ir. Plunkctt. 

the area is small, which naturally means 
tl1at the cost to the cousumor is fairly hi~'h. 
At the outset the rate ,,-as 1s. 3d. a unit, bu<· 
lo-cla:, the net pncc is h. 1~d. a unit. That 
charge is fairly high. e-;pecially when on!! 
considers that the landholdcrs in the area 
haYe to bc·ar a special rate of 7d. in the £] 
within the beuofited area. Then; does nol 
arlpear to be any likelilwod of increasing 
the comumplion to nuy material extent. 

Those people ar<' doubly pPiiali"'d 
Lf~c.ausc 110 extension of their fl'anchis~J C'an 
take place. The la \V prcveuts any t:':;::tensjon 
of direct current fc)r n1ore than 5 n11:es. If 
the loc.t! authority extPnds its plant be;·ond 
that c·_dius in order to get additiollal u~er~; 
it rnust put in another current, and that 
1n0ans additional expen~e. Tlwreforc, it 
raunot operate profitably to the pcopll'. 
_A certain cl0ctric light company i-; able b.v 
n1-·~a11s of n1ass production to supply current 

a cheap rate. nncl ha' o[!"erucl to nrpply 
nece--"ar~v lighting for ih..tt area. It ha3 

n franchi5c for an acfjoining area. The ho11. 
member for Fortitude Valley v;onld ha';e 
us believe \Yhen \VO talk abol1t <.t fn:Lch·i e 
that smnebod\' in the past had dorw 
gT<'nt \Vrong ln granting it. \Yhcn 1 c 
a frnnchi::c or tc11ure it is in o1·dcr to giYc 
the recipients some pr1tcction undt'r wh~ch 
thev will recoyer interest and reclemptwn 
on 'their capital outlay. 'rhe hon. member 
himself on his election to Parliament 
obtained a tcnu re for three years, and if he 
did not got that tenure of. otrice he probably 
would not dl .,ire to offer buncr]f fur clechon. 
There is nothing in the idea that hon. mem
bers opposite attempt to create that . when 
a GoYernment gives a franchise that 1t has 
done somethinr;- \Yrong. Tho con1pany that 
I speak of has- a franchise to supply current 
·within two and a-half rniles of the town of 
Beanrlesert. The people in that area are 
getting- power for 6~d. a unit, ''"hiio the 
peop!c in a district a few IniJc's n\Ya).r arc 
payiug 1s. 1td. The local authorit m the 
latter district has endeavoured to reduce 
the cost to consluncrs, but finds it lrupo~c:i.blc 
to do so. Yet. right a.long;side o[ them, they 
haw the possibility of obtaining curr~nt at 
6td. per unit. The Government da_nn to 
befriend the consumers. yet under th1s Bdl 
the_,, are socking to prc,-ent tho consumers 
o£ Beaudosert fron1 getting electric cnrr~nt 
at 6~d. a unit instead of their present pncc 
of 1s. 1~d. 

".Ir. \V.iTERS: How will it stop them'' 

Mr. PLuXKETT: This Bill v·ill stop 
them from getting chr '1!' current. No com
pany '''ill ,dr-,::iro to cn1bark on an Pntcrpnse 
of gi,-ing cheap current to the people when 
hamstri11ging legislation like this is intro
duced "·hich limits its profits below a 
reasm;rtble level and compels it to carry all 
responsibilities. \Vithin tho last fow years 
the people in the country districts. that I 
represent have secured this form of hghtmg, 
which is just as essential and necessary to 
them as it is to the people in the city. They 
are g-etting it at the Brisbane price, plus 
10 p~r cent. The result is that the people in 
manv of the small tovms such ns Becnleigh, 
Pimi)ama, Coomera. Tambourine Mountain. 
and now Canungra have taken advantage of 
the pri,,ilego at a very low cost. At the 
same time the people in a local authonty 
a few miles away are struggling ,.-ith their 
own plant, paying 1s. l~d. a unit, are taxed 
in a benefited area to the extent of 7d. in 
the £1 of their ratable property, and are 
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forced to undertake all responsibilities for 
plant renewals. They are paying more than 
100 per cent. more for their current than 
the people in the adjoining district. 

Hon. members opposite talk ~bout taking 
a way all thA profits of the City Electric 
Light Company, Limited, becat!se it has 
made over £2,000,000 in nineteen years ancl 
if they believe what they say the1; the 
Govcmment arc in duty bound to take over 
and control every busine~,, in the State that 
has made a similar profit or paid 8 or 10 
per· c<•nt. dividends each vcar to its share
holders. Let us sec whither wc are going! 
If thl' Gon:>rnn1ent art" g-oing to (TC'<ttf' that 
atmosphere in this countrr-that the more 
efficiency a business di~pla~ys and the rnore 
pro!lt it makes the sooner will it bo placed 
under Goycrnml'nt contro1-thcn the Govern
ll1E~ll! \Yill bring all bu~incss0s under tlu~ spell 
of. Go....-c1·nnH"llt control, and so surely \vill 
thts country cornmcncc to decay, becausP 
the people who have auv monev to invest 
will not innst it in this State. 'fhe Gon·rn
mcnt arc the lest people in the \vodd \Vho 
c-houlJ set>k to control industr_o;· of any des
cnptwn. It has been proved that they can
not control or direct a~ cfl-icicnth a,:3 private 
\'11tPrpri:-:;(~. ThPrc is a pcr,,onaf touch v:ith 
priYatc c-nt::-rprise that rnakC's its uttdcr-
1 aking::; a ::-ucccss, but i:-:. not obtained unrler 
GoYPrnnwnt control. \\"" e had an installC'C 
of that in the State cntl~rpriscs csta.bli~hcd 
by the prcYious Labonr GoYcrnrnent. 

I desire to dm,,- another picture of the 
pt>opk in thr countrv. The Govermnent at 
::1ll ti111Cs clain1 to ~lPsirc greater C'fliclcncv 
;1 nr1 to h.' PagPr to place people on the 1an{1. 
Tlw Sc'cretarv LH _\_.-rriculturc has taken 
£4.168 frol!l the procll!CC'C's bee msc lw sa vs lw 
\\"a!Hs to put that baek into industr'y in 
order to create pfficiC"ncv. That i . .;; a sounrl 

ft'Om his po{-nt of y]cw. ~TO\\', 
• I1 M I sec it in t.hi~ case. rnust be 

thi:-;: \nv onr who ran all identical 
;-.C'I'Yicc :c{t 100 ncr cent. co~t n1ust ho 
nJOJ't' efficient. \Yh~T 1~ he r:nore effici('nt '? 

)Ir. Cr.Em,ox: Other people ha Ye to pay. 

}lr. PLl~l'\KETT: T do not know about 
eh 1rgiHg rwople HlOlT. but I do kno\v that 
n;J:-~ prodnction nwrbor1s and the- cxten~iYo 
raa~ificntion;;, of a. co1w0rn of this naturo 
1nake frn· f'fficiPnC~'· I do not speak on 
behalf of i his concem, l'oS'ibh· beceusp of 
the upita! at its c1isposal it' is able to 
cruhark on cxtcnsiYe 11ropositions:, but tho 
fact rernains, and it iR apparent to the 
ob.'C"rYant person, that the expenditure of 
1nuch n1oncv flrld labour is inyo]ved in n1ost 
of those m1.dertakings. On the Gm·ernmont 
\vho dnilll to he \Yatchful in the best illtr'rcsts 
of the producer I pbcP thc' rosponsibilitv 
of J1l'"YPnting ihc' Bt.Jtuc1cc:,ert people and a11 
fnnuer-< '>dJo dC'.:.:.irc cacl1 year to bceorn(' 
lllOJ"(' efficient b,- the Uf,' of elcctricallv-driYCJ1 
LnilkinQ' 1llachi1;es frmn obtaining p~wcr at 
a lo\Yc~· charge thcnt i~ po~~ibl(~ clsev;.chcrc. 
~rhc GoYcrn1nent \Yho, on tltr' one l1and, ask 
tlw producPrs to become more' pfiicicnt al'P 
not taking stops to that encl. 

:\11-. \YATERA: That i, a bogy 

Mr. PL1T?·.JKETT: It is a most serious 
state of affairs from my point of yiew. Tho 
whole district I represent is aroused. Pro
bablY the people do not realist the full 
significance of this ml'asure, but I ran 
sec clearly th1tt if the Bill is passed in 
lto present form it "-ill impose control upon 

those who would cthenvise embark on undcw
takings. If \Ye g<'t to the position of so 
interfering \Yiih private enterprise that the 
Goyernmcnt must take it oYer, then all I 
can say is, " God help us!" 

:Yir. LLE\YELY2'\ (Toowoornba) [8.20 
p.n1.]: I desire to express 1ny warm appre
ciation of the introduction of this rneasurc. 
It will be remembered that in the amencling 
legislation last year provision was made to 
enable the GoYernment to i1westigrtte the 
affairs of any c01npan~v supplying electricity 
and to delegate to officers an inYestigation 
as to whether the cost to the public could be 
reduced. At the same time ample protec
tion was afforded to the electric light com
panies to make applic ~tion in respect to the 
fainwss or otherwise of the charges decided 
upon. 

The principl0s contained_ in the 1110asuro 
now bcofore the Home will mod with general 
approilaticn at lc3st from that section of 
lhc public who find it uccepqny to use elec
lricitv in anY form. The cih- of Tomyoomba 
\Yill ·hail tli~is rnca"ure \Yith great delight. 
In this C'onnection I de~irc to rnake reference 
to the position of the Toc·,·oomba company, 
\Yhich, to judge frorn the accounts published 
pcriocli-cally in the '· GoYermnent G-azette," is 
in a Yerv sound financial vosition and does 
not appe~ar to haYe suffered any of the hard~ 
~hips that other il'aLling CC''1CC'l'D"- ha,··· had 
to JHePt during the last few year:- of the 
dcpref'sion. 

It js iJiterc:-;tiug to note that this con1~ 
pallY has built up sub~btntial rc.;;,t:rYes which, 
on · 31st Dc•ccmber. 1933. amounted to 
£48.026 ts. 6•J,, or 55 per cent. of iho total 
paid,np capital. The diYideuds returned to 
the> harcholdcrs of this company haye also 
bc:c•u excl'ptionally satisfactory. .According 
to a statC'rnent publi::;hed ~on1e tin1e agu 
1 hL·re ha:-; not been a11y yP<H' during the last 
ic•n yc·1r~ \Yhen the intPH';:;t has been less 
than· 8 pPr cent. Dul'ing the \YOr-';t dcpl'OS
,ion ,-c ns-1929-30-thi, company returned 

dl,·idl'nd of 10 r·cr cent.. and in the years 
1931. 1032, and 1933. it returned a dividend 
cf 9 per f·eHt. each )-~car. On those figures 
it '' rll he readilY ober'rYccl that this com
l"liiY has been p~rticularly fortunate, The 
objccl of tile Premiers' Plan has not been 
flltained as fn.r a~ th1s colnpany is eon
cernerL Despite tlw application of the Pre
ln-!cr< l)lan to other ~cet1ons of the con1-
111Unity, rhc dir0etor::; of tbis company haYO 
( 'Jntinw .. •d to collect 1naxinnun fees jn addi
tion to rE:'rE:'iYing th€'ir share of the profits. 
De:;;pitc that fa\·onrablc position no serious 
attempt has been nwdc by this cornpany to 
rc'duce thr~ price of their con1u1odit)-~ to tlH-~ 
Toowcorr:ba consurners. the groat bulk of 
v;bmn were co111pellcrl to :::uffcr dra.Jtic 
drductioub in th0ir earning,~. and in rnany 
jnstaneP:-:., owing to nncntployluent, had to 
exist on tl1cir hard-raruecl sJ.Yillgs. 

.-\n OrrOBlTlO;>; :}fE"IBI u: \\"hat did it 
dwrgc ·: 

:\Tr, LLEiY"EL Y);": 3d. a unit. Tho Too· 
\. oon1ha Cit:v Councjl, b:v au Ord0r in Coun
r,il. nbt.ainP-d pcnnisslon to ::-upply electricity 
for tll.; citv of Toowoontba; but :;:o far no 
;1C'tic\n has ~hecu taken. 

:}Ir. AC\:\.1:\D: Don't he silly. Our fran
chice con·rocl the area outside the city. 

:}k LLE\\'EL Y::\: I am talking about 
of Toowoomba. Apparently the 

1'3 content to allov; private vested 

Jlr. Llewelyn.] 
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intereoto to reap large profits from a com
modity that rightly belongs to the people. 
It will be remcmborod that the amending 
Bill that was passed last session eliminated 
power to charge for 111cter rents or, as sorno 
corupanic~ desig11ate it, ~Cr\·icc charges. In 
this comwction I am happy to say that a 
sa ,-ing of no Jc,s than £3.000 has been 
effected to the consumer, of Toowoomba. 
The fact must be appreciated that Too
woorHba js a progressive ct'ntre; and there 
1s f'Yrry rca:..on to b(~licve that other lJfO

gTe~:->ive lll'ovincial ccntrcs. not to rncntion 
the nwtropolis-arc as favourably circunl
-.tallccd in this counrction a~ Too1voon1ba. 
It rnakes one wonder \Yhv tbe rl<Hnestic 
con,umcrs of eJc,ctricir,- in rho closely popu
LttL'd M'Ca supplied by the City Electric 
Ligl1t C0111pany. Lin1ited. of B1·isha1JC, haYc 
to lllPL'f higher clmrge,. than those 111adc bv 
the Dri~bnne City Collucil's electricity deprtrl
llJC'nt. In thi~ cOilllCction I should like to 
niention that while lhP hon. nlC111hcr for 
1\:enuedy 1va~ :-<peakiug thi.-: afternoon he had 
a. good dut1 to ~a~- rpgarding the an1ount 
o[ lllUllE'Y accruiug· to l'CYC'llllL' by \vay of 
taxation,~ nl'th:iPg ~- profJts 111 tha't cot~c a 
YiltlH'. 

I \Yould mention that ahhough the Bris
bane City Council do('S 110t pay anything out 
of its prof'lts b,Y v, ay of incmnc tax it n1ust 
not be forgotten tbat the i11~tallation of its 
plant took place at a ti1ne 1-vhen 1nachinery 
h•ad to be purr·ha~cd fron1 OYerseas at an 
exd1ang,e rate of 25 per c·ent. It also had 
orllor Ycry heavy cnn-nnit111ent~. I consider 
thc'."C' fuel."'. Iuon• tiwu cotiutei·baLtn('C dte 
tax thnt has ro h<' paid by the Brisbane 
City Electric Light Compan:r, Li1nited, and 
llOtYridn.tnllding that fact it is a blc to supply 
f'urr~nt to the people of Bri.o;Ln.ne at a rate 
cnns](l(•rably bclo;y that of the company. In 
older lands. 1Hlrtlcularlv in America a con
:-.iderable nulount of (:nergy has L~cn dis
)'la,·<'rl on behalf of Y~sted intor0sts. I a~k 
penuJ~,;~ion to quore l\fr. Donald Richbcrg, 
a mcnllJt r of thP Chicago Bar. 1vho has 
'pecial i,cd in public utilit:;- and labour law, 
nnd "\Ylw i~ the author of seyeral books, 
(_·onrPrn:ug the e1Pctr·ical industry of the 
~Cniied State,;. In reading this extract I 
do not wi>h it to be undcr~tood that I am 
casting an~, a::-pcr:::ions on hon. n.1Cl11bcrs. Far 
Lo it from mind to do so, but at the samo 
tinw I it desirable that I should 
n J.d to hon. Il1Pillbers this pas:c:;age-

,, ~tYo fmd here also an jndustr'~': dorni
!latcd ll. <ln un-A.-111crican labour~ policy 
denyinP' the historic frpcdmn of A1ne1~i~ 
ea n ljfC' to its eu1ployct: ·, and at best 
~ubjecrlng- tl1cm to a degrading sort of 
)JHtl'rnalism. \Yorst of all. \Ye find that 
t !tis industrY has procluud the newest 
tlw la!est, nllll ycrhaps the largest crop 
of plTYatc regulators of go,-crnrnont \vho 
haYe, as an industrial policY. dcliberatelv 
c:,m~g~1t t~ control goYcrnn1Crlt and publi'C 
opuuon through a systeu1atic corruption 
of public officials. and throurrh persistent 
1~1ctho~h. of poisoning the soL~rccs of pub
he opnllon, and eYen public education. 
These arc not rumours that I repeat. 
This ~s knowledge gained from personal 
expcnence. For years the electrical jndus
try in Chicago and Illinois has nourished 
a politi< al government of gangsters and 
grafters. The future of this industry 
under such a leadership is not bright 
with !L promise of advan~ing the general 
\Yclfare." 

[Jlr. LZncclyn. 

Fortunately, in this young country, with its 
comparativelY small population, we have been 
more or less free from these troubles that 
ha ne beset the other countri<•S, but unle•·S 
the rf'gulation of the electrical indu:'<try is 
er;tabllshcd on a. sound basis we 1nay, in 
future, haYc to cope with corruption under 
our own laws. 

There is one feature I desire to mention 
as regards the constitution of the board 
appoiuted to regulate these matters and to 
ad as the authoritv of tho Govel'nment. I 
consider the ;\;linisior has been particularly 
fortunate in the selection of the perwnnel 
of the· board. \Ye have on it as chairman 
Mr. Sorenson, and as members Mr. Grier, 
a competent elec•rical engineer, and Mr. 
Rm~~-~ an accountant. lVIr. Sorenson has so 
far proYed his fitllC"'S fc:r the po:-:ition inas
much a, ho has amply demonstrated that he 
will not permit himself to be brow-beaten 
or stawpedocl b:v ropresontatiH's of the vested 
interests or their agents. 

I consider this Bill is in the interests of 
the people, and I trust that no amendments 
y, ill be allowed in the Committee shge. I 
ha.-c much pleasure in supporting it. 

::\lr. :\'I::\D10 (Ox/, y'1 [8.35 puLj: Pl'l'")ll· 
dl: I have no objection to tltc pro:ics of 
public utility cou1panics being n'.-:!J'icted to 
a. r0:1sonable aJnount--1-hat i~. that the pub-
lic should pa:>' a re a,sotwblc clw and till' 
co1np-any should rcceiYe a return 
on its capirnl. It is obvioth tl1ai the (;o
Yernlnmlt arc uot ont to rc~trict the rrotits of 
the companie~, but the.-· arc our to cunii.scatn 
tho assPts of all the elC'r·tric light ~lWJL'l'rak
ings in thi:- StatP. \Ylwthcr rl1e :\Jinish·J' j-; 
r~sponsible for the L~ill or whethr'r ht' has 
been badlY adYi.,-cd is not for 1ne l'.J ~ay, hut 
if he has" not officer;:.; IYho an' c (llll 't :...•nt to 
draw up .a. Bill to protect tlH-~ in:-, l'l'-.;t·; of 
the p,•ople of th\.~ StaH', then it i" titHe tLat 
:"'JD~Pthiug wa~ doll(' in the dcpur: tll'!Jt. 

The ;:jECR'ETARY FOR FrnLIC \Yon:(:-- ll;r~ <' 
(ir~t-ela~:-J officers. 

:\Ir. ]\'L\JJ\IO: Anv one who rP,u!
will decide that lJY i'i introdL!C'iull 
istcr has done thi'S St·Ho a grt':tl 

Ho\v oftcu haYe vvr heard \Yorking 
boast that if they had llw powr'r 
do this or they wonlcl do tll·tt'' 
vernnH~nt htl\-e 'simply dct :rlf'd 1lHt 
tain co1npany n1adc hng·c prof!t~. in 
thrv arc going to smash tlH' 
ho11. HlPtnber for Fortitud'C' 

\\'Ol11d 
Go~ 

a ct•r
pa:-:'. 
Tl:e 

llH'Jl-

tioncd the pro(it- that hacl [ol'L'li 
the Cit:,- Electric Light Compallv, 
()\-er a. 11eriod of ~ C'ars, Lut lH: 
refer to the lean ve'trs wlwn tlJc 
\vas endeaYouring 'to estnbJi~h it· 
the years \Y}wn nu profits \Yen~ n; 

n1adP b-.r 
Limitccl, 

fui!ecl to 

:\or did ho tell what amOL'Il'i 
haJ bef'n paid this conlp~'llY to 
Qut>ewdand GoYerrnncnt. liP rwg·l 1~'ctt~d to 
t,']] us that oYer a period of t ll yc•2rs it 
lrad paid over £500,000 in taxari'llL 

Mr. O'KEEFE: It paid it oti! of profits. 

Mr. ::-JIMMO: It certainly paid it out of 
rrofit~. but it is R trClllf'lldOUS HJllOHIJt) allci 
\1-hat is 1nore the undcrtakillg' lw=-- bPon 
maintained in a state of cffic7J'DC'Y. The 
f!or1. member for Fortitude Valfey also 
failNl to tell us that the compan,- ',\'as ono 
of the very few companies in Qn<'Pllslaml 
tlwt called upon the sharcliO)dcr' when 
fresh c,tpital was reqnired, and th::tt the' 
s!rarcholders ahYays paid 20s. in tlH' £1 in 
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rcspcl'l of that capital. vYh;- is this com
pan~,T lJeing singled out for attack? It 
would bt' all right if the Dill proYidcd that 
the nraxirnun1 diYidcnd that the cornlJany 
could pay should not excec>d 6 per cent., bL<t 
the Bill is so far-reaching in its character 
that the company will be able to pRy only 
3 per cent. Is that fair treatment for a 
conmm1\· that has sen·cd this StatP for so 
Jnarty ~;('ars? 

The SECHEHRY FOil PcBLIC' \YonKs: You 
han' not read the DilL 

:IIr. :'\r::\1:110: I haYe re«d the Bill, and 
I kllOW that the grc ~s arnount that the COlll

pany can ear11, based on the artual YJJue of 
cerLLin as~c_d ", is 7 pPr cent., Lut out of that 
7 per cent. taxation awl other payments 
fvJ.ve to be rn~ldc before the di\·idend actu
ally rc<ches the shareholders. 

l\.Ir. \YATERS: ).r ou aro rl ading frorn a 
Lricf prcparecl by the cornpany. 

Mr. XI:\1:\JO: I am certainlY nor reading 
from a brief prepared by the iwn. lllcmller. 
If I wae 'O otu)Jicl as to do ibt I sllllulcl 
not be in tilt~~ fiouge. \Y1lu1 the hon. 
HH'tnbcr for Ips\Yich \',·n.s 
OCClll'l'Cd to lllU that he fllHY 

tht> l\linistcr to draft thif' BilL IIe 
~onl( outragcou:-- ::>taielnents. nnd he 
i1:quired a-, to \Yho would find iht> 
to pay the cli,·idcnck It !S I"'dcc 
uln-ious that lw ''as going· tu all.·\Yer-the 
people or the con .;un1c-rs. \Yho 1Ja;. ~; U1c 
interest on tlw 1nonrv that the GcnrPI'!lHH'nL 
arc ,~.quandPrillg' to-day in order to k<'ep 
ti!Prn~cl-n:s in po-wer ?-the pC'op1c. I say 
y(•ry dt>fi11itt~h tlwt the· GoYenn1WlH <-cl'c- out 
for· 1ho C'Onl~~~catiou of the 
cleetrir light llHderr<~kiiJgs 
"\Yhat j:3 goi11g to b:: the cffc··t 
policF? L t,;;t week a YerT· big 1nining 
con~i(krcd the prosp('C"t of 
in thi~ State. but it 0\·C'ntuallv 
t1n:-- lH·nkPrs tl1at it \Yould not, it~Yt:'Sl 
:;:t Qu('f'H-...la.nd becau.-')e it could not 
t i1c ( -:-nYcrnmeilt in po\n'r. It y, a': 
rh: t the GoYcrnHH-'llt 1night take Ly taxation 
75 pC11' ,·cnt. cf tlw profit CYCn aftPr it had 
risked its all in trying to locate gold. TLtt 
i~ a ypr;, definite en~~:. n11d one known to 
n1orc th~111 ono J\Iinister to-day. 

l n·nluro the opinion that no finer speech 
"\Yils C'YCl' dP1iYc-rec1 in this Chan1ber than 
the opcerh dclivercd on this Bill lw the' 
hon. nH•m bcr for KPnnodv. It '""~ fre • 
fron1 vcnon1 and Yindictivei"les;;:. Fie dearl 
H't out the rase-') again t tlw Bill in a «alr;l 
and dispassionate way. IJc did not plead 
the ea c of any individual con1pan:v. but hf' 
outlined the facts from the point of Yiew of 
tile people '" a tdtOle. I am sure that tlJc 
::\1inistPr must ha,-e felt that lw h .cl gone 
!Do far in introducing a rne1.surc like this. 
The sporch was full of mo«t, it tYas fnll of 
in..;;.truction to hon. n1ernbers, and it did not 
exagg-erate the position in any \Yay. 

Ho also quoted ::VIr. Lang's Bill, which 
disrlo.sccl that :\"Ir. Lang. althotlgh a Rr"licnl 
aud n Soclu.11.;;;t. did not <-lltcmpt to dq any· 
t11inb that \Yi~S unfail' to anv inc1iYirlua1 in 
tlwt State. The Bill \H? i-tro COHsidcring 
conta_ins pl'O"",ri~ions as drastic again as ~1r. 
Lang s BilL rrhe ::\Iini:-1ter rnay laugh to 
kocp np his ~ourage, but I understand that 
una11in1ity does not preYail on the Govern
nwnt b"nches on this Bill. As a matter of 
facr. tlw Dill was brought back into the 
pRrt,~· room 11gain recently for consideration 
to see if it could not be altered. \Vhen we 

1934-2 "\' 

look round the back GO\·crnment benches we 
can readilv understand how a Bill of this 
nature .base bcc•n forced throngh tl1i' Cham
ber. Some of the hon. members sitting there 
imagine that this Bill will cheapen oleetric 
current to the people of Brisbane. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC \YonKS: That is 
the object. 

:\h. J'\I:I1T\10: It will defeat its own object. 

~lr. BEDFORD: \.,.on clcfiHitcly ~·1y quite a 
lot of non~cnsc-J too. 

::\lr. XBD10: It will ddnt its otm object 
fm· the Sfuno roa'·Oll that the Brisbane Tram
wHy Purchasr- ,.e\ct clcfe'-ttl~d the- object for 
which the Brisbane Tranr;·ays 'Trn"'t wa~ 
con1pclled to take t1H~ utjlity" OYOl' by the 
Late (i-oycrnrnE:,nt. 

2\Ir. \\'A TEllS: llow? 

2\Ir. :'\DI::\10: If the people of Brisbane 
had not been compdlcd to take OYer the 
1-rarn\Yay~ thcv \Yould haYo had an eflicie 1t 
omnibu8 sc1T~,c0 rnn11ing through the city 
to-dav, \vhcre.:L':: now that the peopie o1vn the 
tntn1S the 1notor 'bn::-e;, cannot enter the city. 
Tho trarnwa-ys \\·ill cvcutually become- an 
obsolf'te ulea'n:'- of cormnunicai:ion, and the 
ratepayer"\ of Brisbane will be saddlPd with 
a d~bt of £2.000.000. which it co•t them to 
takr- OYl'r the scryicc. 

It is ail YCY \\·ell to sa\· that electric 
CUl'l'Cllt -.,yj]l lwc the ~YSH'll1 0£ Jig,htiug for 
the fnturP. lmt '' h 1 that tlw rnethod 
r"Ji' suppl:.,;ing lJO\YCI' ro ancl curre11t 
for don:c~tic lllll']X)~p,, 1.':iJl no1· bf' reYoln~ 
tionisvcl \Yho can tell that in the Ycry near 
futnrC'- \\hole tnncltinf'r\· that is reqnii'(•d 
to nroclnc(' elPctric ClllTPnt, wil1 not be snpcr
.•pr'~ cl? If the rat<•pa:·<'l"> arc compelh•d 1J 
takP OY0r th2 Cih· Electric Light C 1>111p::ny's 
unJnrtakiiHr the~-' \Yill be saddled \Yith that 

v.:hieh \Yil1 bP a drag on the people, 
i £ ::::onw !lf'\Y ion11 of power c<JltlC 

\'Of2'11C' only rht> harr-ho1dr r-.; of the 
C0111pan:,· \\rcnld ~uf1'rr. 

The franchi-=c~ ~cnnc~d l1: f'k ·tric light. 
· n Cl' t;_l iu fonH of iucluccnlf'lit 

to <Jnd C'_thlcPt ),.fini~tc'r,· haYt: 
n(_lyi~cd ~nmP of their lw,t friend. to lnYC:'-t 
in ~har1•s of the C'it;· FlPC"t ri; Li!l'ht ( 'ont
pnn:-.~ L-iniitc-d. E\-C'll JY1ini;;tcr~ of rt'ljg)on 
,, ho ::-:nYrd a cct·ta ill ttlHount cf rnoue:: 
for old a ha"'' hr 0n a<h·i,cd to lmy 
1 h<'f'f' do nnt kno1v ho1-;· ~r:mt' hon. 
p:entlt'lll('n oppo~itc \Yill explain their prc~c-nt 
action to tlwir frir•lJCl;;. ~Ian~- pc ·plc hnYc 

their hard carnc-cl ~·lYing·~ in :-:.hares 
in coul!Jfl!lY bccan..;f' tltf'Y felt that in 
t 11p fraudlii'P l~IJdPl' \Yhic]t it \LtS \YOl·klng
tl•e\· \Y('l'P nffon1ec1 a certain mnount of pro
t ction. ('Yen thnr;gh th0 price of current 
wa" reg-n1a1-('t1. Thii' action l1.\~ the• GoYC'rn~ 
n1cnt \Yl1l driYP tlH" COTllfHlllY out of lms-inrs'". 
It ls ,-C'rY wrcnrr IJOt on1v fron1 the point of 
YiC'W of 'the (_j~~·ern1ll0nt' but, aho frorn the 
point of YiC'YI of the wh:-.1}0 Stat0. The hon. 
nH•ml1rr for Forrit11f10 \'nllf>-'t ·c'nirl t1H• proflr;;;; 
should bo res0ncd for the p<>opk. It i> 
n'rY quc-etionablc y·hat proP,(, conld he 
0a.r~rd bY the ron1pany''" und0rt·1 kin.Q" if it 
\\·0re uncie1· GoYrrnn1CJ.Jt o1· n1unirinal cm
trol, bcca.U:4C' it -!" a \n·1l known fact i hat 
n__ny undrrtakincr .sroYPrrnf'nta.l1v f'ontrollccl 
ha~ proyr•1 an ;b:-olute failure. The ~an1e 
hon. member qnoh l the Bri,ban0 Gitv Coun
cil ae haYing clone \YOnc1crfnll~- well with its 
clPctric undertaking. 

l\Ir. BEDFOHD: Ho''" lcng ha,-e you been 
under GoYcrnrnent control? Yon arc the 

JJ1 r. Nhnmo. J 
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most unprofitable thing I have ever listened 
to. 

Mr. NI:'vl:YIO : The hon. member for 
\Yarrego is always making interjections with 
a marble in his mouth. It would bo verv 
much better if he absented himself fro~1 
this Chamber altogether, for he never puts 
fonvard anything constructive. The " Tcle
grnph" put him in his place and there is 
_vet a possibility of the "TclegTaph" finish
ing hin1. 

l\h. BEDFORD interjected. 

'Ylr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. l'\Bll\10: \Yould the people get any 
uf the profits, as is suggested by the hon. 
Ell'llllJC'l" for Fortitude 'l alley? 'ye kno\v 
that •sith loan rnoney being constantly 
pm1rctl into the sen1i-Governrncnt electric 
undertaking carried on in Brisbane that 
un~lcrtaking c,;.n carry on up to a ~crtain 
powt, but if the competition with the com
pany \Yen? one~-' cliininatcd, it would be 
found that the rates charged to the con
::ilnner~ would ~oar. _.As a n1atter of fact 
the (;owrnment do not know just how t~ 
tackle this question of reducing the charges 
for t:l{~Cti·icity~ because if the charge is 
rcdnced to a cPrtain figure the citv council 
unclcrlakille;: V'i ll iosl'. whilst the. greater 
efficiency of the company will enable it to 
can·, on und 1uake a reasonable 11ro£it. Tho 
Gon~rnnwnt, not kno\ving hov,r to tackle 
the que;-;Lion, arP uow atten1pting to 
;:-,ociali.-:e thP \Yholc businc:--~'. 

Tbo PRr~:\fiER: Your suggestion is that we 
arc tl'Cat-ing it too liberally. 

:\Jr. :\I:\I:\10: I cannot sec there is much 
libc1:a~ity~ in it when it j~ being rnadc rm
po.~ 1ble tal' thP cornpauy to carry on. 

The PR£:\tiER: If then• is anything in the 
~rgtttllf'nt you ha\"t' ju--t u:-:cd. that is ,.,-hat 
1t means. 

, :\Ir: :\Hr:\10 .' . .'-~ot so. J\Iy argument is 
iiJat If tv,"O utibtw:;; vverc functionincr one a 
State or serni-Coventtncnt boclv ~.~1d the 
C?iher a priYate entcrprise_:_1:he semi
Uovemment body ,.,ould ha ye to close down. 

Mr. BEu;coRD: }_on are "' inclefinitP as 
.an_y other prophet eYcr w~s. -

:\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

i\lr. Nil\Il\LO: As a matter of fact, any 
profits I have g-ot ha.-e been got honourably. 

J.Tr. BEDI.lRD : You ha Ye got them 
~ccrctl :T, too ~ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members 
slJOnlcl be allowed to make a speech with
out conhnual nltPrJections Ol' interruptions. 
I urge hon. Inernbcrs to play the garne. 

2\Ir. 1'\DD:IO: The policv that seems to 
be adopte.d by the Gm~ernment is to bring 
about Sociahsm bY gradual process. Their 
anion i.s on all~fGuJ·., with that of the 
Cermam in the war pc1·iod. They thought 
t!1ey could tackle France first and giye the 
11 ronch a lncllug; then take on Britain and 
later on the U1;itccl States of America.' The 
Govcrllrnent arc taking on each con1pany 
or trade scpamtely. Those people who sav 
that the (Jovernment will not go too far do 
not rPabsc that the GovcrnnH~nt are 
g1 nclnal_Jy white-anting the whole of private 
t'nterpn~e throughout the State. Following 
the line of argument of the hon. member 
for Fmtitude Valley, the next thing to be 

[lilr. Nimmo. 

tackled by the Government will be tl''' 
drapery trade. Some of the drapery firms 
are making good profits, and the Government 
taking note of the profits made over R 

period of, say, ten years, will confiscate the 
drapery trade; then the woollen trade. and 
possibly after that the breweries. They 
haYe practically confiscated the dental busi
ness, and will go on white-anting trades and 
professions until everyone is roped in a& u. 
UIC'!llbcr of the Socialist order. At a con
fcrcnro the Secretarv for Labour and ln
du.-;try said, "If Wl' "cannot brjng Sociali:-;In 
in at once, we will have to bring it in 
gradually, so that its coming· wiil not be 
Loticcd." (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! If the inter
ruption does not cease, I shall have to stop 
the debate for ton minutes, and thm draw 
nublic attention to the fact that Clll lion. 
i_ll{'nJbcr is not being lleriHitted to -;tall' !1~:-. 
C'l.SC. 

Mr. KIJ\1;\IO: No hon. member will deny 
that prosperous companies make for employ
n1f'nt. If 1,-;·e could encourage co1npanies to 
become prosperous we should have a more 
contented State, and conditions would be 
better. 'K e are not likely to get prosperous 
corr1panies v,}Jen the Government sin1ply say 
tl1at eYGl'V cornpany Rhowing a reasonable 
return on its capital is to havo its business 
confiscated. Tho policy of the Government 
in th01t regard is altogether wrong. 'The 
lavich expenditure of loan money may carry 
ns on for a certain period, but it will get 
uo; nowhere in the end. The armv of unem· 
ployecl men will be greater than· ever when 
that l?an money is expendo.d. The only way 
m ,-h,ch we can solve the problem of unem
ployment is to encourage industry in every 
PO'"ible manner. If the matter of electric 
lig·ht charg:es had been grappled with reason
ab!: and int0lligcntly, tho price to con
snmel"" coulcl have LePn reduced and at the 
same time the companies allowed to carry 
on ith a reasonable margin_ of profit. \Vhen 
om· secs the value of shares reduced by 
£250.000 in one week owing to the action of 
i"he Gm·ernment one is forced to realise the 
~rravity of the position. The stock and 
sharr>brokcrs could tell hon. members that 
fnl" the last twelve months thev have had 
reqnests for sharf's in companie-s~ functioning 
in the South. The demand for shares in 
om· companies has not been in the same pro
portion to the demand for shares in southern 
companies. The Premier kno>vs what I am 
saying· is absolntcly correct. The demand 
for shares in thP South has been enormous, 
hnt our companies in Queensland are in the 
doldrums. 

A GonmX}f£'\T :YTrmBER: That is rct. 

l\Ir. :\IMMO: It is not rot. There are 
ypry fpw C'O!D!)anlPs in (~ueen~]alld wLc ,e 
sl1arPs are commanding a good price. I think 
the Queenslaud Cement and Lime Company, 
of Darra, which has a monopoly. Finncy. 
Isles. Limitcrl, Gibson I-lowes, Limited, and 
other s11gar industry share.:; command a good 
value. but the shar0s of the majority of our 
companies which should he doing well are 
selling in the vicinity of 3s. 6d .. 5s. 6d., and 
6s. 6rl. Queensland is very definitely in need 
of a lead from the Government to demon
strate that investments are secure in this 
State. Private companies should receiye 
encouragen1ent in every way possib1e. Cer
tain companies have been singled out for 
attac-k in thi·, State. Certain members on 
the GoYcrnment side of the House have m ado 
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statements that the Bill has been brought 
forward simply for election purposes, and 
it will be shelYcd. If that ic, the case, what 
a terrible thing has been done ! I notice 
some sales in shares have been taking place 
in the Yicinity of 26s., and if this Bill is 
put through--

:Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! I have afforded 
the hon. member every protection during 
his speech, but if he insists on trailing his 
coat in that manner I am afraid I shall not 
be able to protect him any longer. 

2\lr. NI:M~vTO : There are very few fields 
for inYestment in this State at the present 
tin1e. 11hcro arc very few co1npanies in 
'Yhich people can invest their savings in 
this f'\tatc to-da_v. The only way to relieve 
our nncrnployment position is to build up 
industry. T haYe quoted the amount of taxa
lion paid by the City Electric Light Com
pany, Limited, as being £500,000 in ten 
yea1·s. \Vhilst I admit that was paid out of 
profit'· it indicates the Government have 
taken their " hack " out of the high prices 
"·hich the_v say have been charged. ·what 
i' the amount of the electric light bill for 
the ordinary household? I nse electric light 
in m~· o,~,n hon1c ycry laYishly, and my bill 

!lOHnt~ to abont 1:?<;;. n 1nonth--- (~ion:rn
nlPnt interruption.) 

:\Ir. SPEAKER : Order ! 

:\lr. J\CD.TJ\IO: \Ye use it not only for light
iug puq1oses but also for ironing, and \Ye 

u'e it for the wirele,s, and the bill is always 
nndcr £2 a quarter. I a~k hon. n1embcrs 
opposite what bon0fit is gained bv driving 
cornpanies out of businE:'ss in an effort to 
1wluco prices of electricity? 

The I'HDIIER: Tell me how you fix your 
1neter. 

~.1r. KI:V1MO: I am not a betting man, 
but I am prepared to bet that tlw Premier's 
L'leclrie light bill is under £2 a quarter. 

The 1'RE1IIER: It is over £5 a quarter. 

'Hr. ::-<I:\DIO: The people who invest their 
money in this industry are not very wealthy 
people. I astoni3hed one dav about t"'O 

a go I perused tho ~ register of 
f'1!ty Ele~-t.:ric Light Company, Li1nited. 

It ,,.o · almo"t like an eleetora I roll. It 
rc\·c- led an astoni~hing nutnbcr of small 
sharehold0rs holding from ten to 100 shares. 
These p0ople got 6 per cent. to 7 per cent. 
h~ inv-esting their n1one:"~ in this company, 
"·lwteas in the SaYings Bank they got only 
3 per cent. to ~~ per cent. I admit there 
were some large shareholders. The Govern
ment are ln·inging in a Bill of this nature 
simply because the hon. member for Ipswich 
is anxious to placate certain pooplo in that 
tm,·n by conlisc;,,ting- the Ipswich Electric 
Snppl:<, Company. Limited. Their action is 
damaging the credit of the State, and very 
little good will accrue to the consumers of 
P)( ctric cunPnt. Better metho-ds could have 
hecn clcYisPd to deal with the price of elec
tricitv. I know the Premier knows that a 
diffet:ent method could be acloptocl, and I 
sav dc-finii'elv that unless the Bill is amended 
in. Committee very materially it is going to 
damag-e this State, not only as far as the 
inYesting- public is concerned, but also morally 
in the eyes of the people. 

l\Ir. RCSSELL (Hrzrniiton) [9.1 p.m.l: 
The prt ;:('nt position ren1inds me Yery rnueh 
of a. si1nilar situation that occurred a'sav 
back in 1923. We know that tlw share
holders of this company arc very panicky 

over present haopenings, and we also know 
that there has 'been quite a slump in the 
value of the shares. It is rather tragic that 
a great number of shareholders should see 
their investments so seriously cleprcciatecl 
when there is no reason for it \vhatcver~ 
This company has rendered extraordinarily 
good serYicl' to the city. ~o one can say that 
its cha.rges have been exorbitant when corn
parcel with those of other electrical authori
ties. It will be admitted that the prices it 
has char;::;-Pcl for CH!Tcnt haYc hcr:n unifor1111y 
fair. As it~ lnl:-:inP~s gT8\\ and its 
E~xpensc ratio decreased proportionately, it 
has n1adc concc~·;io~18 to th:\ public. \Yhen we 
inyestigato its f1nancial tra.n--ctctions since 
their inception l thiuk it will be admitted 
t.hat its busine~s has been conducted in a 
vcrv fair manner indeed. It does not suffer 
in Co1nparison with other electrical authori
tic~. \Ye kno\\' that this c:on1pauy has been 
a br-te noir to the Lahonr Pttrtv for manv 
years. It has been looked upon~ as .a grca·t 
monopoly that WaS LXHCtillg huge profits 
from th~ consun1er~. \.Tnrious devic{'2\ have 
been trice! from time to time with a view 
to brenking do\YH the ~o-callf':l l!10nO}LJ]y. 
In 1923 the prc8cnt _Prcrni0r, ·wbo W<-ts then 
Secretary for Pub]ic \Vorks, ::~tated that the 
intention of the GovcrnmcJJl of that dav 
\vas to set up a rnctropolit.an cloctricit~
-upply board with the obju•t of taking OYer 
the con1:'an: · ~ undertaking and placing the 
coutro: of the generation and suvply cf 
current nudcr a con1rnlssion 1'Cprcsclllabv( 
of ihe Yarions locnl nnthoritic". At the 
timc that created a [(ood deal of constema
tion, and the valnt: Or thP :'3hare::. fell a\-vay, 
:"in1ilarlv io ih,, rt\Yl.lV that occurred 
just rrc;cntl:v. but c,;me of the agi-
tation. It was £c-ared the :;:h.arrholders 
that t:rn~ GoY\'l'!llTient of the daY conternplated 
sonw verY <hastic action fo1· th0 purpose 
of clcprcc:iating the value of the f·hart<:.: in 
order that the undertaking could lw taken 
oyf'r at a n1odcrate va lnc. I should like to 
know if that is the rnotiYP Lchind this pre~ 
~Cllt Bill: ~(J to Tcdnce the vrofits of the 
ulldcrt.aking and the :"-L:trc~ va1ue that tho 
Gov' rnrnent L~e enabled to take over 
the vvhole of c rrtcrpr]~e at a very nutch 
1c.3:"Cr sum t-han jt~ act ucll I kno\v 
vN'Y well that ill ih'' 'arlv of the 
Grc;at.cr Brisban~ C'it,-._~ CounCil the que~tlon 
of the takillg OYt'lo of this undertaking 
recQivPd a good dt 1l of attc11tlon. _._,.\t that 
tinH' the llO\H'l·-hon~e had outlived 
its uscfulncse ihe council was debating 
whether it IYas advi:-:nblr to purchase {"Ui'rent 
in bulk from the CitY E:Pchic Light Cam, 
pan;~. Lilnit-cd. or L'ruer ib O\Vll powcr-honSL'. 
V-.- nrious f'xpcrt~ were c::1llcd iu a.lld asked 
for their y]c,vs. 

C\'atnraJh·. ao happens \Yith all experts, 
thcv di!Iei~ed in the concluoions that they 
arrh-cd at. I 1·crne1nber YCTV -well that 
reports were obtainr_ d frou1 ... hvo noted 
autboribcs in Svdncv. 1Ir. Brain and l\lr. 
Do1roghue, an cl ·that.~ both of thost? gontlc
lllf'!1 \YCl'C of the opi11ion thnt it v, as ad vis~ 
able at that time to buv the current in bulk 
from the company rather than erect a 
separate pmYcr-hoU'sc. but the engineer of 
the Tramway Department. Mr. ::'\elson, was 
'trcJllgly of the opinion that in the long 
run it would lP more profttable to the 
council to erect its own power-house, and 
thtH we sec to-da~- the now power·house at 
C\''.'\\' Farm. I took the view at the time 
that it \Vas a n1is-take to have bvo super 
pcwer-honses in Brisbane I might say at 

Mr. Russell.] 



1348 Electric Light and Power [ASSEMBLY.] Acts Amendment Bill. 

thP out,et that I have a!wavs ad,·ocatcd the 
coutrol of this nublic utilit~· hv the muuici
pality. I do !lOt believe 'in 'state control 
of enterprises of this nature, ·which pro~ 
perly should be controlled by municipali
tic.;. Jh·im· to the establishment of the 
p;·,•.·cnt Brisbane City Council the suburban 
courc!l~ wero in the habit of buying their 
f·nrrent in bu]k frou1 the colnpany and rctail
ii~g it. to their <:liPnt". They 1nado very good 
prolit.s. out of tll(' elr.•ctric curr0nt that they 
p~urch~:~cd in that. ;yay. The Brisban~ City: 
Connc1l took oyer t11f' ._,eparatP cnterpnsc;:.; or 
the Yarion::;; councii~ jt s.nper~edecl and. as \Ye 
knov.~ to-da,v, it t onstitutcJ an electricity 
deparhnent tn~dor tl1c (·ontrol of :VIl'. I-Iind
r:_.an. I achni' thar it ha~ done extremely 
'sell: nt>vPrtht>lc"-) haYC' in Brisbane two 
po-~':t·r-hou· Pf.:. ('Oi"llJ'H'' for the business 
when 01w powcr-hou~c ·would be sufficient. 

If it is the Con·nmcnt's idea that bv 
.1r>during the profits of thi3 con1pany thc:v 
\Yill forcP it into ;:;neh a position that it 
\\-JH be glad to s01l out at a lo\Y price, thi~ is 
a. \Yrong wa~, to go about the pro"blern alto-

This cornpany, by its enterprise, h<~~ 
11p a \Yo!ldPrful nnd(·rtakin! . .!', one of 

'!11p,t electric undertakings in _,_\u~tralia 
i1 ~l '>-C'r_v- fine pnwe:c-llOu:::c, situated in a 

\-L'l'Y loc.:a litY. It i'3 quite corn-
;~:~tl'llt ~n tht~ ·JJDlc of the bn~1-
1!C ~_;[ Bri.~·.baLC a11d tlt0 outlying district:", 
hn , p;;,; i::-; yr:r,:;· con1rnord,v the 

h,' ~- c hu t\Yo aut·ho_;_·ihcs 
tlw for the busi-· 

11\ -3 be by onL. If 
lltP Gov<:~_rli11IC1lt arc iu their prcten-
~iol'~ th, .. t tho a1Jd dish·ibution 
of elcctl'ic ClllTP!1t .sitonld be rontrolled b1 

CJFJ' nunity, thr:-l~ ,,.l1y not do t!1c honeSt 
Y:h,v 11ot do rhc Briti h thing-that 

(o ' I ach-o-
Cirv 

Cou.u·i:, iJuL u1dornu -'l,Y, thero vvas a big 
bc•nyc ·11 the of Yaluc.':i on d10 

coun.nil <.lnd the price quoted by 
cn1npa ny. T1Ji: parties were never able 

(!) con1c to term" TLe..,~ b .·eaa1c so1ne:.vhat 
';) -,inate a11d 110gotiDtiol1s fell through The 
'·o:1rcil \l.'f.l11t on \rirh ib own project. I 
;Il..,n!~-- cni:.~idt retl that \Yrts a great n1istako 
and that at- th(~ tinw tbc council shoulrl. 

pl·r·--~cd to snbn1it the Inattcr 
sn tlwt tho \vhole of the 

of tl1e ro1npany could hnxe 
bv the people of Brisbane. 

', ·oulcl lnne recei,-ed vahe for the 
at th' tinw. I bclicYe that the posi
thl., ~<1111c to-da v. The c·nnpan, ha~ 

shares di~tl'ibutcd an1ong8t u 2,000 
'""'" of the holdings being 

,-,,r smn IL The ,],n r<'lioldcrs arc 100 per 
Cl'DL ~\u~tralia11, and 93 per cont. Quecns
<nncl. S'ome attempt ;!Joule! have been made 
1n· ~ h:: GoYPrnrnc11t of the da:v to bring the 
t'~ o i·ogcther ~0 t)lat the undertaking 
" have be"n o\Ynf'd b;· the people of 
Bri,batH' to-e! a,._ If thn t had been done wo 
v:onld unt ]w,~e t}H~ un~c-Pinly dispute that 
l'C'COl~ilv oct nrrcd in collnection \vith the com
pany. , At th•1t time the company had a. Ycry 
!u<:rat j,-c, busirH\'1~. and I an1 quite• satisfied 
tfwt if nrbitration had result(- d 1n the fixing 
of the Yaluo of this undertaking, round 
<tbout £2.000.000. the ,]wreholclers of tho 
c ~rupany \YOtdd ha Ye accepted council de
bentures bearing a rnodorat0 rate of interest, 
and the C'ouncil would be earning n1oney for 
rnany years, and setting a~ido solid an1ounts 
vc•ar by year for the redemption of the cost 

[.Mr. Russell. 

of tLe undertaking. That, to n1y n1ind, 
is the only way to settle this trouole 

The PnniiER: The Brisbane City Council 
turneJ that proposition down. 

:\1r. HCSSRLL: It did. It offered 
£1.500,000 ·· on the hli11d. '' It \Y~b .t 1ni~
tak0. :\a inYC'stigation w ·:;:. n1ade a~ to lh~: 
acrual Yalue of the uudertaking. The cam
pun>_, on the other hand, '~as ju:;:,t- ~c~ obdG
ratl', and a'ked £1,000.0~0 mor". lt ''""·' a 
great pity that thc~w negotiations y. ('re pre
yenn·d L\' the obstinacy of J·he tYro narti{' 
fron· co~Hing to a .-;uccf~~:"fnl is~uo. ... 

The PRE~\liER: It is a Ltct that the 
Electric Light Con1pau;y ;-1.sked fol' Y:l 

gTcc~tcr tlnn existed. 

:\lr. HCSSELL: Of rour'" it did. 
admit it aokod for £2.500,000 and the 
council of~ red £1.500,000. Both offers were 
n.h:-urd. Tbe rnaH0r ~ hou1d ha,~e gone to 
arbitrntion. Tbc compnn:y offered to submit 
it io rrrbitratio11. as I ahYa:'s adYocatt ..-l, 
l ut tl:e council did not have t,hc courage to 
do This undertaking should be O\vncd 
by p( oplo of Bri."bauP, there ;,;-; 
fol' only one nnd 110t t o 111 thi;; 

The PnE::\JILR: 
LolL mt'IIlht:r for 

do!1't df!Tee with 
then: 

Xo. do not. I ag-re
aud thilt is -rill·' 

1.·• on line." altn-
I cncsidel' that the o p:-lrtie...,-~ 

GJ-.,-t'l'llltH'JJt and thP cmnpa.uy-.slJould 
hrlYC' ('i~llf('lTf'd a.ncl SOPll if -·0!110 basi:-; tti . ..,. 
feet-or.~. to both conld l~Ot· lHlYl' Doeu 
arranged. 

The :J,lini,:tcl' g<;,.,-e u:-; no infouuat;oJJ 
ex( l'rtiw_?: tl1c sratcnlent th·tt thi~ 1-lou ,: 
al!rPed to 1110 ha~i:-; of the G;~,-i _,.-\et .. \mer'cl-

, ~\cL. in ·v,:bich 7 cent. \Y~l.S fixed fh 
which be panwcl on cho 

btlt U:'. the hurL nlL'ntber for I'~t'tl
lJCcl.·- pnirur·~l out, the pro1Jc,., 0£ an elcc1ric 

authorit~· a11d <.! g·u.::J conlJHUt>:-' arc di~-
ii:tl <s~lluch cOillj,anjc::s nrc 
to n!taln whirh :niu..;t 

amoum to 10 or 15 per cent. of their total 
IIJ('onie. That 1~ C'Xtrn profit to tr-·eru. 
).Im·L'OYCl', a..; pointed utlt. very lJOintcdiy, 
c··u. corn~Huti•..:, confine their oporation:-'i to it 

foT.'<;· large ccJltl'P~, aucl do not brEutcil ouL 
illto rhe com~try anU engage in the pionel'l'
jng work tlr<tt elt .:tric aEthorit1es d(J. ThL~ 
latter take a g'l't _lf: ri:.::k, and inYe:o-.t large 
an1ouub of c.apitaJ iu pn,..;lliug thcil' OYt'l'
hetid wi rt·~ into the countr.\· a\\ ai tin g- for 
dcn~lopiucnt tJ tal{(' place. Surely ihey an:: 
entitled to l~xtra consideration on that 
account : rrlwrpforc, the,\· arc uot getting as 
good treat llC'Ilt a "i a cnn1pany. The:· 
a.l'c ~nti-t-1cd -,J that lca:.;t, and cerL1inly 
a great deal more•. H it JS true that the 
City Elccrri(' Lisrht , Limited, i,, 
nwi.;:in;2,· ex.orblta1~t lJro!ii_::-;_ Govcrun~cnt 
Hlay be j u:::ti fled in end ea \-curing to fix a 
fuir ralio of pi·oiit to the capital. 1 do 
not HCTt~l' \,·ith the :-:v,~tc'lll ~et out in the 
schech~lt', Lnc·,uso n1an~' of the rnajor itcnB 
of rxponditurc, particular~\· the question of 
obsolc·,cencc, are dealt with on an arbitrary 
basi..:; and :-'tronQ,·hT in favour of the GoYL"l'Il
lllf>nt. \Yhen i~ con1e.s to fixing a fonuula. 
and if there is any doubt, then the benefit of 
the doubt should be giYen to the aggrioyed 
part!. It i' not for the Government to take 
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adyantage of every point as they have done 
in the schedule they have framed. 

Something is needed to disabuse. the 
minds of shareholders that 1t 1s the mten
tion of the Government purposely to dep:e
ciate the value of the shares of the C1ty 
Electric Light Company. When we find 
that the shares in this company have 
dropped on the market from 32s. 9d to 26s., 
there is a d1screpancy wluch 1s too great 
for us to oyer lightly. These people 
should this tremendous loss on 
their If the Government had 
been would have recognised that 

like this carries an enor
together with the enormous 
tho.t must occur with electric 

and a rapidly decreasing value 
and instead of allowing 

7 1wr cent. they would have 
per cent. or 3 per cent. more. 

This undertaking is in direct competition 
with the the Brisbane City 

recogmsed that the 
taxation at all. The 

tax must be paid 
The Queensland 

Income Acts are the most stringent in 
the Commonwealth to-day, and partwularly 
drastic in regard to what are termed " pub
lic utility companies." If an undertaking 
earns 7 per cent. it is called upon to pay 
2s. 3d. in the £1 income tax, plus 30 per 

if it makes 8 per cent., which 
allowed to make because under 

it can set aside 1 per cent. 
to reserves, the incorne taxa~ 

9d., plus 20 per cent. On 
the 1s. in the £1 Federal 

mcome tax. Thue, the company is at a 
disadvantage in having to pay such 
taxation out of profits, and the posi
that regard is strongly in favour of 

concern run by the Brisbane City Coun
The latter should get no differential 

treatment. It has a franchise in respect of 
its own suburbs in its own hands, where the 
<:'ustomers are mostly people who pay higher 
rates for lighting purposes. The City Elec
tric Light Company, Limited, has franchises 
for the city areas where a great number of 
its customers are purchasers of power at a 
verv much lower rate than that at which 
the, Brisbane City Council undertaking is 
selling its electricity. Such conditions must 
continue for many vears until the franchises 
expire, so that I make a plea that the profit 
to be allowed in the schedule be based on, 
a much higher scale than is proposed. Of 
course, the crux of the Bill is the formulae 
dealing with costs, showing how cost of 
production, distribution, and management 
is to be calculated, and depreciation and 
miscellaneous expenses dealt with. I take 
it that the depreciation allowed will be on 
the original cost of the plant and not on 
the diminishing value. I know authorities 
differ as to the right method to adopt, but 
unless depreciation is ba.sed on the prime 
cost of the plant it will mean that the 
machinery against which the depreciation 
is credited will never be written off at all. 
How is this depreciation to be based-on 
the prime cost or on the diminishing value 
year by year? In regard to the distribution 
account, the Opposition would like to see a 
great number of items included, and I hope 
the Government will see fit to take a favour
able view of the amendments that we intend 
submitting. 

The PRDllER: The Government always 
accept reasonable amendments. 

Mr. RUSSELL: It is all very well for 
the Premier to say that, but my expBrience 
is that the Government will accept none 
but amendments on minor matters. We 
have given a good deal of attention to this 
Bill, as we are concerned that consideration 
should be given to a company which has 
done so much for Brisbane. We want to 
see that its shareholders are not unduly 
penalised by the drastic reduction of the 
dividends that will ensue. As the hon. 
member for Kennedy pointed out, if the 
taxation is deducted from the 7 per cent., 
then the actual dividends will only run to 
between 3]1 per cent. and 4 per cent. I 
examined the figures to-day to see exactly 
what would occur to these unfortunate share
holders in future. The capital of the com
pany consists of 125,00() £1 preference shares 
carrying 7 per cent., 20,000 £1 preference 
shares carrying 6 per cent., and 1,253,226 £1 
ordinary shares fully paid up. My figures 
are subject to correction, but I think they 
arc fairly right. The value of the fixed assets 
is £1,859.056. but according to the fonnuJr~e 
set out in the schedule the assets that will 
be taken into consideration on which to base 
the 7 per cent. profit will amount to only 
£1,019,902, 7 per cent. on which amounts 
to £?1,393. 

If we add 1 per cent., which is carried 
forward and placed to reserves, we must 
add to it a further sum of £13,982, making 
a total allowable profit of £85,375. If we 
deduct the Federal and State income taxes 
and unemployment relief tax, amounting to 
approximately £17,375, there will remair.. 
for distribution as dividends a sum of 
£68,000. On a paid-up capital of £1,398,226 
that is equivalent to just under 5 per cent. 
If we deduct 1 per cent. set aside for 
reserves, that will reduce the dividend to 
not more than 4 per cent., and it probably 
will not exceed 3!1 per cent. My figures 
are roughly taken out, and although they 
do ,not coincide with the figures of 
the hen. for Kennedy, they are suit-
able for purposes of comparison. What 

Government put up to Lhese 
shareholders when they find that instead 
of drawing 6, 7, or 8 per cent., they will 
have to be satisfied with 4 per cent.? By 
an arbitary act of the Government not only 
will those assets be depreciated immensely, 
but the shareholders, who looked upon this 
investment as a gilt-edged security, will find 
they will only receivfl 4 pAr cent. I can 
quite imagine the consternation that will 
create among shareholders. I protest 
against that arbitrary method of deliber
ately depreciating the value of this under
taking. If the Govcrnn,ent want b get 
possession of it. let them go about it in the 
right way. If profits are exorbitant, let 
them be assessed on a fairer basis thnn is 
proposed under this Bill. Many of these 
shareholders are men and womon of very 
small means. A ,number of trust estates 
have invested money in this company, as 
they considered it was the best investment 
in which money could be sunk. In the early 
days of the life of this company when it 
had very little capital, the employees were 
content to take out their salaries1 and wall,'es 
in shares. That is how most of these en:
ployees became opulent, and nobody 
begrudges them their success. They took 

Mr. R~tssell.l 
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the risk in the first place \vhcn it was diffi
cult to got capital, and when the majority 
of 1wople v·ith capital scoffed at the idea 
of an electric light system in Brisbane. By 
their application to business these people 
have developed a very fine undertaking, 
and we have no right to rob them of the 
fruit- of thcie labour. In times of stress 
ouch a.s we arc passing through, there may 
be some justification for asking them to 
accept reductions in dividends until such 
time,; as conditions improve. That could be 
done under an Act similar to the Financial 
Emrrgency Act. It was done in the e·t 3e 
of bondholders. A verv solid reduction in 
interest was impos('d on bondholders, and 
they accopt•'d the position with composure; 
and I believe that if a similar method were 
adopted with the shareholders of the com
pany theee would he more satisfaction, and 
there would be an absence of that con
sternation and inconyenience that are being 
caused to-dav. I "'ish to presene the rights 
of the shareholders who have im·ested their 
money in this venture in the belief their 
investment were quite safe. 

Ono remarkable feature about this Bill is 
there is no provision for appeal, which I 
think it shonld contain. The final deter
mination as to the valuation of the assets 
and the method of a·~cessinv, profit is to be 
left entirelv within tho discretion of the 
Electricitv , Board. Whilst I understand 
these gentlemen arc \Yell versed in electrical 
ontcrm'i,c·., I think the comp<tnv should be 
called into consuliation ,,-ith them to see 
if thcce things conld not be arranged etmic
abl:v instead of the GoYernn1ent resorting 
to such extrl'nlc legislation. against which 
tlw;·e is no appeal. The sting of the Bill, 
of course. is in the tail-tl1e schedule. Tr:e 
n1nin part of tlw (·nartnlC'Il[ a·:rrw""'rs to lw 
fairlv i1llJOcuons. It is the schedule that 
cont~1_i11s tlu• ohnoxiou- prOVlSIODs of thr 
mo<tsure. The amendments that \Ye shall 
pt'UJl<"" \Yill lwvc for their object the 
rented.' ing of th ~."=' un\vi· P provision~. First, 
1\'C' cll::ir<- to :-:cc the ratp of profit il-ctT'1-:cc1. 

rrhc PRE).JJEH : )! on \Ya nt to HlCrca.se the 
re. to of proftt? 

:Hr. RCSSELL: I hop0 so. I thiuk the 
mt'thorl should be to offset the ,-rrv burden
~ ---!nE~ taxation 1hnt thi~ Governr'flcnt bas 
imposed on public utility con1panics. Of 
co1.1rse. hon. n1c1nber~ are a\Yare that the 
iricon1e tax lc0,·islation jn1poscs a Ycry heayy 
tax. I eon;;;idcr some redross is rcquirecl in 
that qnartrr. iYl' shall also have to seo to 
it thot the fonnuhv arc so framer! that tho 
C':tnpany 'vill rcrciYe an1ple protection jn 
regard to its ass.ct~ and tbc asse:3sn1ent of 
depreciation- the in.._'lus.ion of ob~olcsccnce, 
and so on. I hope that the ~.Iinistor in 
charge will s1:e to it tlHtt thc~n obuoxious 
proyjsions are so modiiiC'd. as not to inflict on 
this cornpan.v a rncasun~ so drastic that it 
rnnst certainly ln~ing in its train a good deal 
of suffering to it, :-;harPboldC'r 

::\Ir. IVATERS (Jirlvin (h·arr): I movo the 
acljourumont of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

Resumption of debate made an Order of 
the Day for to-monow. 

The IIonsc acljoumed at 9.32 p.m. 

[ 31 r. R11ssell. 
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