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WEDNESDAY, 'i NOVEMBER, HJ34. 

:Yir. SPEAKEH (Hon. G. Pollock. t;,., rtory) 
took fhe chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QCESTIOX 
::\lrxrSTEHS' MoTOH CAHS. 

::\Ir. ::\"DIJ\10 (O.tlc!f): I desire to a•k the 
P.._·;:_•n1i(:r ,,-herhrr he has an all~"\YCl' to the 
following qm•stions, which I acldres'ed to 
him on the 18th September la't :-

" 1. \Y-hat motor cars. used bY :.\lini:;:­
ters. haYP been purchased clu;·ing· the 
tPrtn of the preH'nt GoYernruent. stating 
date of purchn~e. rnnkc of ('1!'. and 
vrict. pai:} rc'spectivcly? 

" 2. Are any ~finisters using their own 
cars for ofllcial purp<,sc•? If so. which 
Ministers. and what allowances do they 
receiYe ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Ji.ackay) replied-

" The return will be laid on the table 
of the House in the conrse of a day or 
t\YO." 

SuPPLY. 
SEYEKTEEKTH ALLOTTED DAY-REcr" nox OF 

RESOLl:'riOKS. 

The CHAIR:VIAN OF COMMITTEES 
(:\Ir. Hunson. !J11mnda) presented the reso­
lutions reported from Comraittec of Supply 
on Tuesday, the 6th instant. 

The TREASuRER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Mackay): I moYe-

" That the resolutions be now 
rcceiv(lrl.n 

Question put a11d passed. 

ADOPTIOK OF RESOLUTIOXS. 

The resolutions haYing been taken as 
read, 

The TREASURER (Hon. vY. Forgan 
Smith, Mackay): I moye-

" That the resolutions be now agn.ed 
to.}' 
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And hen. members indicating a desire to 
discuss Resolutions 4, 10, 16, 19, 22, 25, 27, 
38, 39, 44. 52, 54, 56, 63, 68, 77, 79, 80, 81, 
82. 83, 84, 85, and 86. 

Resolutions 1, 2, and 3 agreed to. 
Resolution 4-" Executive and Legislative 

-Lcyislative Assernb!.IJ "--
~h. SW A YNE (11hmni) [10.41 a.m.] : This 

is th0 vote for Parliament itself. We have 
now only the Legislative Assembly, the 
Legislative Council having been abolished. 
In my opinion we, as the elected representa· 
tives of the people in this Parliament, are 
son1e,vhat open to censure for the n1anner in 
which the business of the State is being 
conducted. The financial position of Queens. 
land ,hould receive the gravest and most 
serious consideration, nevcr~helcs:3 we find 
that the discussion on the financial prob. 
!ems of the State is limited to seventeen 
davs. \Vhen this limitation was initiated 
th<; financial position of Queensland wa.' thac 
the following amounts were appropriated 
from the respective funds:-

£ 
Consolidated Revenue ,, 5,314,726 
Tmst and Special Funds 337,770 
Loan Fund 2,704,605 

The amounts to be appropriated for 
current financial year· are :-

£ 
Consolidated Revenue ... 15.349,792 
Trust and Special Funds 6,346,108 
Loan Fund ,, 4,400,000 

the 

It must be obvious in the face of the 
increased business of the State that if sixteen 
days \Yere a sufficient time to allow for the 
discu~:;ion oi expenditure arnounting to 
£8,000,000 it cannot be claimed that that 
time i< sufficient now that the amount has 
reached £26.000,000. or more than three times 
the former amount. Hon. members were 
not given an opportunity to discuss the 
administration of the Department of 
Labour and Industry, which de"ls with the 
very important question of unemployment. 
I c!r, w attention to this matter away back 
in 1926. but I was then told that bon. 
members on thii< side of the Committee had 
wasted time. and in th<Lt wav thev had 
deprived themselves of the opylCrtun"ity to 
discms the estimates of certain departments. 
I hold the view that no time is wasted that 
is utilised in the discussion of public expen· 
diturf'. I suppose that some of us can recall 
that the old stalwarts of the Labour move· 
ment. the big-hearted men who did not 
look for personal advancement continu· 
ally argued that parliamentarians were sent 
to Parliament to attend to 1he buoiness 
of the country, and that the question of time 
"\Ya~ LOt to be con~irlf'rod when irnportant 
business of that nature required attention. 
It was their practice to advocate that Parlia­
ment should meet in June and sit until the 
end of the year, if necessary. I have in 
rnind men of the calibre of the late David 
Bowman. I am sure that any reasonable 
man would agree that adequate time ehould 
be allowed for the discussion of the business 
of !lie country. Now it is the practice to 
close the debate on Supply on a certain 
day ar,d put the Estimates not then discussed 
without discussion. It is very easy to say 
that tl e tinw is wftsted; time is never wasted 
when it is spent in the discussion of public 
expeuditure. vVhy should hon. members 
oppo.,itc have the sole right to S!ty when 
hon. members on this side should cease to 
attend to the business of the country? We 

[Mr. Swayne. 

have the right to speak on any subject sub· 
rnitted for consideration by Parliament, and 
it is absurd to claim that any time devoted 
to the consideration of these matters is time 
that is wasted. As you know, Mr. Speaker, 
the Standing Orders provide for a time 
limit.ation of speeches. and so long as hon. 
members are limitPd to the times laid down 
there can be no grounds for the statement 
that time is wasted. It is a reflection upon 
the electors who return us to Parliament to 
S<Lv that th(' time devoted to the business 
c;{ this Parliament is wasted, 

Coming· baek to the all-important questio.r 
of unemployment. l strongly contend that 
we should lwve been afforded an oppor· 
tunity to discuss that question in all its 
asppct -. There is no tnorc prcsc.;ing que~:­
tion bdore the people to-clay. vYhcn I com· 
plaincd on this score in previous years \ve 
were told that if we had onlv a~ked for the 
right to discuss the Estimates of certain 
departments the opportunity would have 
been extended to us. but during the present 
ses,ion we did dcflnitclv ask that certain 
E'timatos should be discu~,sed, but our 
request was ignored. Some paltry excuse 
was o'ferccl-that the Minister in charge of 
that department was away in Melbourne. 
prohablv seeing the ;\Iclbourne Cup run or 
something af that kind. Are the electors of 
Queensland going to be satisfied with a 
paltrv excus<' of that kind? I do not think 
so. I would not be in order in going into 
details in connection with this matter, but 
h has been 1nged upon u~ by oYer~C'rlf; vi~itors, 
including Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, that we 
should endeavour to capture the markets of 
the world for our primary produce. He 
said that we must sell abroad. VVe all know 
that a big factor in our ability to compete 
in these arenas is the cost of production, 
and that no department has a gTeater bear· 
ing on the cost of production than the 
Department of Labour and Industry, its 
Industrial Court, and all the activities that 
function under it, At the present juncture 
they are of prime importance. yet we arc 
debarred from saying a word in regard to 
them. :-.i"obody can jmtify such conduct as 
that. Hon. members opposite praise their 
own management of the unemplo_ved prob· 
lcm. Why then should they be ~tfr·aid of a 
discu"ion of this fiUestion? They ha Ye 
CeJ"tainly laid themselves open to the charge 
that they shirked and side-stepped a debate 
on the essential departm•'nt-a most costly 
department at the present time. This Par­
liament is in its last session and will rise 
without an opportunity to deal with the most 
important subject of all-unemployment. 

OPPOsr~ION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

',Tr, SVIAYNE: I should not he in order 
if I were to give particulars to justify my 
contention that it is nto"t nece;;:.;;ary that v;e 
should have an opportunity of discuRSing, 
for insbnce. the Industrial Court and many 
of the various sub-departments that func· 
tion under the control of the Secrct.nv for 
Labour and Industry. who has simpl:-: run 
away at <1 vital time. Ho most cf!rbinly 
should have been in his place to bee the 
Committee on the Estimates of his depart· 
ment, explain the operations of his va,·ious 
sub-departments, and justify them. If a 
Minister had to be in Melbourne then 
another Minister should have been selected. 
He has utterly failed to do so, and the only 
conclusion that the electors can come to is 
that he is <lfraid because he has no case. 
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Y!r. LARCO:MBE (llotkham ptan) [10.51 
a.m.]: The hon. member who has just 
resurned his seat was rnost unfair in his 
criticism of the Secretarv for Labour and 
Industry. (Opposition interjections.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

The TREASuRER : The Secretary for 
Labour and Industrv is representing the 
GoYcrnn1ent in Victo1~ia at the present tin10. 

Y!r. :YlAHER interjected. 

::\Ir. SPEAKER : Order ! I hope the hon. 
mc•rnber for \Ycst Moreton will obev mv 
call to order, and refrain entirely · fro;;, 
interrupting the speaker 

Y!r. LAR·COMBE: The hon. member fm 
:Vlirani was rno'lt unfai1· in his attaek ou 
the Secretarv for Labour and Industrv be· 
ra.nsc, as th'C Treasurer obserYe~, he" is at 
the }nT:;:ent rnornent l'C'}H'f"'ellting hirn iu 
3Iclbourne on publie business. Mini~tPr;-; 
frorn en•ry State in the Cornmoinvcalth are 
at the present juncture ab,.•nt in ::\1el­
l•oump, The Secretarv for Labour and 
lndnstry . h'_ts displayed' great. ability and 
('hal'tiCLen::-bc courage In dcabng ·with hiR 
dt'partmPnt. nnd has shown that he doe,;:; 
IJOt ..shirk any issue. 

The hou. rnmnbor for l\Iirnni has rni::;C'd. 
an illterr,sting clis('ussion concPrning thE' t irne 
n!lowablt> for the discussion of departmcniaJ 
E~Lirnutos in this Parlia1nent. 1 do not 
agl'ee "\rith the conclusions he lw~ l'0a-dwd. 
In fact, I do not agree with his deduciions 
at all. He complains that Parlimuent has 
not hacl sufficient time to discucs the im­
portant problem of uncmplovment. Th11t is 
not in accordance "ith fact' or trutL. \Ye 
kno.w that h~)n. n1crnbers l1ad e\'Pl'Y oppDr­
tnmty to chs,,us_, that vitallv important 
problem. ' 

:\1r. SWAYXE: \Ve did not haYc the report 
of ihc• dcpartnwnt or iho Estinwl<•·- before 
!IS. 

::\Ir. LARCOMBE: All available informa­
tion llwt hon. InernbrLJ requireJ was at 
their disposal throughout the currcncv or 
the prc.;;;cnt scssio11. The probh'nl of uJJen1-
ployrn~nt is a wide one and the principle 
,~cry 1111portant, and we knov;.~ thai fronl 
tirne to tinw information has been furnjshed 
ta- Parliament by the :Ylinistce and statis­
ticians concerning it. .._L\_n opportunity "\Vas 
j)l'OYidcd fOl' SUCh a di~cus-,ion Otl the r1~inan­
cial Staterncnt, and other opportunities on 
the various Appropriation Bills, and the 
hon. rnernber for 2\Iirani and his colleagues 
could han: availed the:nsclve., of tl1ose O)l­

portunthes to_ thoroughly ch~cu~s unemp~u:;­
mcnt and allwd problems. \Ye know that 
they ha,-e, in fact. discusied the subject 
ad nanst'anl. Th0y base attackf~d. Govern­
ment members haYe defended the GoYern­
ment policv, and the Opposition haYo 
counter attacked, although, of co:use, the 
chscus;SJon of the subjed by hon. members 
oppostte has not conduced to a solution 
of the problem. Hon. members opposite 
certamly haye not helped to sol,-o it by 
theu· contnbutwns to debates this session. 

::\Ir. MAXWELL: That is only your opinion. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Of course it is; I can· 
not express the opinion of any other hon. 
member, but in my opinion opportunities 
have been available, and have not been 
HJccessfully used by hon. members opposite. 

A further aspect of this question is the 
consideration that it is not merely the extent 

of time occupied in debate that determines 
the cogencv of attack or the effectiveness of 
discussion; it is the use and the distribu­
tion of that time that counts. If I may 
presume, I say that the Opposition have 
not successfullv distributed their time and 
organised their' forces in the discussion of the 
Estimates. 'l'hey have wasted much time 
upon unimporta~it matters, and have a:lowed 
to pass opportunities to discuss votes that 
thc•y might in other circumstances have 
taken the opportunitv to discuss. If hon. 
members opposite had' ceased from their con· 
tinuous attacks and incessant upbraiding 
of the Government on minor problems they 
could have got to the votes that they now 
complain they cannot discuss. If they have 
not had that opportunity it is not the fault 
of the Standing Orders or the fault of the 
Government; it is their own fault, and they 
ought to direct their censure to their own 
party. They ought to mobilise their forces, 
direct them more accurately and more effec­
tively, they ought to curb debate Oll com­
paratively unimportant matters. If they do 
that there is no prospect of any vote not 
hei1,g discu,,sed properly. 

1Joreover, we kno'v that the Gon:'nuncnt 
have repeatedly, at the request of the Oppo· 
sition. reversed the order of the dis('us~ion 
of the Estimates. That has been done for 
rnauy years. I have k11own the yotes for 
the ·Departmellt of Labour and Industry, 
the• Railway llcp >rtnwnt, and other depart­
ments to be brought forward at the request 
of the Opposition, especially when a chal­
~enge was 1nade that tho GoYernn1cnt v;cre 
shirking consideration of any vote. 

The hon. 1110111ber for lYliraui ha ltlWU·cl 
the various amounts that are being discussed 
to-day and those that were discussed by pre­
vious Parliaments, but it is not the amount 
concerned that determines the importance 
of the issue, it is the principle invoh·ed. 
Even though the amounts are larger to-clay, 
the problems arc the same. Dy conctsenoss 
of expression, by proper direction of attack 
all the necessary talking can be inclulgccl 
in, atJ tl10 li.PCl' '",u·y ljlSCllS-:;ion JH'UYOk<'tl_ 

and all the poinh that the Opposition d.<r,• 
to n1ukc can be dfect.ivcly n1ade. 

\Ye know too, that other State Govern­
n1ents in A'ustralia and the Con11nonwea~th 
Govemment vote many millions of poands 
annually without any discussion. The 
arnounts are voted just in the san1e \Ya,y in 
which certain votes were put through yester­
day. 

l\lr. ND!l\IO: Your Government stone-
walled their own Estimates. 

1\fr. LARCO::\IBE: \Yhen? 

:VIr. )/nuw: Dming the whole period. 

:VIr. LARCOMBE: I have yet to learn 
that the Opposition ha vo a monopoly of the 
rights of Parliament. Have Government 
members no rights at all? Are they not 
entitled to discuss Estimates ? Are they to 
sit silent and listen to the unfair attacks 
and unscrupulous attempts made to discredit 
the GoYernn1ent? Surely it is coming to a 
sorry pass if we are to be browbeaten by 
the Opposition and must sit silent and for­
bear to discuss the Estimates! Surely each 
member of the Committee has equal, rights 
with evcrv othf'r to discuss them: 'l'hat 
discussion · has been done by Government 
members with reasonable consideration for 
the rights of the whole of the members of 
Parliament, and many of the speeches 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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indulged in by members on this side of the 
Chamber were provoked by hon. members 
opposite. the nature of whose attack pro­
voked the rejoinder. In many cases the 
discU'•oion was not initiated by hon. mem­
bers on this side of the Chamber at all. 
Hon. members on this side of the House 
will not sit silent and hear their party vili­
fied. maligned, and abused by hon. membt'rs 
opposite without replying. 

The Yvhole tendency of modern times is 
f'conoBn-E~ronorriv of tin1e, economy of 
speech.· and eco1;omy of effort. \Vc know 
that the Standing Orders have provided for 
that in the past few years. To put the 
ren·rse of the argument used by the !Jo;t. 
member for J\Iirani, I would ltoint out that 
in the' old days, when votes ~,rerc snudJ, 
unlimited time was allowed l'arli-tmc·nt iur 
the discussions on the Estimates. \Vo l:td 
tnc1nb('r~ like J oscnh Lesina and J\L..tttb(~\V 
Reid ~E;Jncling up_. in this Chatnbcr .m:d 
speaking for eight hours each. I thin]:;: 
the father of the present hon. meml:er fm· 
Gnnni•· almost established a recocd when he :-;l;ukc fo1· over eight hours on one occa­
sion. If to-day hon. members were allowed 
to speak for eight hours and to Yie \Yith 
c·ach other, not in the <JUality of their 
effon'. but in their volume and the time 
occupied, hon. members opposite would have 
rea~mw Lle cause for cornp:aint. Those days 
are gone. To-day the Standing Orders per­
mit onl)· a limited time during which hon. 
rnernh(·rs rnay speak on the Esti1nates; and 
no orw can justly say the quality of 8peeches 
ha.s ,uffered as a result or that any hon. 
member has suffered any injustice thereby. 

The time allowed on the Address in Reply, 
the Financial Statement, and on the Esti­
mates i" sufficient for proper consideration 
of State problems. Therefore, I submit 
that, although the matter raised by the hon. 
n1cm bc·r for 1\iirani is an iruportant one, 
his dPcluctions are not sound. Reasonable 
time is allowed, but that time has not been 
properlY utilised bv members of the Oppo-
sition. · · 

J\lr. KE::-.J="Y (C oak) [11.1 a. m.] : We must 
recognise that a great responsibility dovolveo 
ou Um·0rnments throughout Australia to-day. 
Tlw ll!Pmbcrs of this Parliament should stand 
up to their responsibilities in accordance ,vith 
the conditions we are facing at the present 
tinw. <lne of the most Yital questions that 
shou !cl be receiving our earnest consideration 
is the condition of those people who arc 
uHemnlo,-ed in this State. ParJi,unent should 
devot~' t.he utmost possible time to the dis­
cussion of this vital problem of unemploy­
ment. but ever since the Government 
assnllled office no opportunity has been 
afforded on the Estimates to discuss this 
proLlent and no information has been rnade 
aYailable that would assist in such a discus­
sion. This is the third cession of this Pm·lia­
ment and no opportunity has been afforded 
to hon. members during the consideration of 
the Estimates to discuss the unemployment 
<]Ue.'lion and thl' administration of the 
Department of Labour and Industry. TlH' 
rcpon of the Department of Labour and 
Industry has not been tabled in any session 
till after the Estimates have been passed, and 
last session it was not made available till 
aftct· Parliament had adjourned! If the 
Go,·cTnnlent were desirous of tackling the 
probl0m of unemployment, if thov were 
de"Siruus of allowing Parliament to do 
the work it should be doing, then this 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

information wou!tl be made a vailahle 
and an opportumty offered to discu" 
this important question. I could unch~rstand 
it if this had onlv occurred in one sessioe, 
!JUt we have had· three sessions without an 
opportunity of ventilating this matter. 

The hon member for H.ockhampton h:ts 
objected to what he termed the unfair 
criticism that was indulged in by the hon. 
member for Mirani. He said the Sccrdary 
for Lahour and Industrv was in thp South 
representing the Pren1i~r. I wou lrl point 
out that the :Vlinister wo,s not in the South 
during the past month; the Estimak•c con· 
ccrning his department could have been 
discus"'d then ::\or was he in th0 South 
during- thP last two sessions vvhen this f{ile':­
tion could have been discussNl and his report, 
could ha,·e been released. Tn view of tho'c 
fads it is obvious that the ar[iumcnt of 
the hon. member is fallacious. Tf the '\fi1•i ter 
is in the South. anothe1· Minister is actin•!: 
in his department on his behalf. and he wonld 
be able to represent him. in Parliament and 
deal with any nbjcctions or argun1ents a~ to 
its administration. v\' C ha Ye rcsponsih]p 
Government and each m0mber of tlw 
Cabinet should be onlv too dPsirous of 
having the whole <]Uest.ion ventilated ,,-it!, 
a view to solving the difficulties confwnting 
them. 

Another point raised bv the hon. member 
for Rockhampton was that tlw Oppo.sition 
had every opportunitv to ventilate this 
matter on the Address in H.eply. The Oppo­
sition took advantage of the time allowed 
them on the Address in H.eply; but they 
were handicapped owing to the fact that they 
did not have the report of the Department 
of Labour and Industry. Opposition members 
haYe asked definite questions of thl' Secrc­
tarv for Labour and Industrv fLDd the replies 
the-;, haYe received were t,; the effect that 
the' information was being obtained or that 
it would be g-iYen in the annual report. 
During last session I asked two questions of 
the Sccretan- for Labour and Industrv, and 
the replies (received were that the informa· 
tion was being- obtained; apparently it was 
being obtained from the time Parliament 
opened till it adjourned, because I never 
rPcri-.;ed it. E::tr1vt-in this ses~ion the Le:Hlf'r 
of the Oppositim1 asked for information in 
regard to the Department of Labour and 
Industry and the reply he received was " The 
information is being obtained." Apparently 
that information is still being obtained 1 

Opposition members are handicapped in clis­
cu~sing this quest;on \vhcn that jnforrnation 
is not made available to them. If we had 
the advantage of perusing the report of the 
Department of Labour and Indu<try the 
information we seek might be found to be 
contained in it. 

vYhat do we find occurring in this reg-ard? 
The public outside are getting information 
that is censored before it is given to the 
press, and no definite information is avail­
able to this House and no definite oppor­
tunity is given to this House to discuss the 
question in the light of essential information. 
If we neglect this most vital question that 
confronts Queensland, we shall not be doiug 
our duty to this State. We arc not repn!­
scnting our people in the manner \Ve were 
sent here to do. 

Another argument raised by 
member for Rockhampton was 
Opposition failed to distribute 

the 
that 

hon. 
the· 

the time 
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allowed to them and did not take advan­
tag<' of the opportunity that lay ready to 
their ha.nds. I do not agree. On these 
E:-timate:; the Opposition haYP discussed 
only the most vital questions, and on many 
,-otes the only thing they did \Yas to reply 
to speeches made by Go.-ernment members. 
\Ve know quite well that so soon as the 
Estimates were brought UJl for discussion a 
definite systmn of stonewalling was fol1owed 
by hon. 111cmbers opposite ill ord0r to prc­
Ycnt the Connnittoc fron1 rcarhing- tht' Yotf•s 
for the Deuartrnent of Labour and IndustrY. 
In this re,pect I need only refer to tl;e 
speech made by the Secretary for Ag-ricul­
ture and Stock on the Estimates of his 
owD de11arttn0nt. His sp('ech \vas a nutr:l­
thon; he end<'ayourecl to pctab!ish a recorrl. 
(Government interjections.) As hon. mem­
bers opposite arc attempting to make inter­
jections as to the time I haYo occupied I 
would advise them that mv speeches lasted 
only sufficient tirnc to ocCupy a spare of 
about three inches in "'I{ans-'-t'd." I rlcalt 
with whnt '"'" Yital. 

A GoYER:'\,IE:'\T :VIE;\IBER: Is that when 
tlH' 0 pe~·ch v;as boiled dnwn? 

:'Ill'. KE::\'::\'Y: My SJWeches \Yere boiled 
(10\Yll to l1ard fact:", ancl Wf'fC ju . ..:t cf suffi­
cient length to place the po,ition L>dore 
tJw GoY(•rnrnont so that thev c ·~uld con­
.,idPr \Yhat should be done. i fully appre­
ci~tie the importance of having the oppor­
tunity of cliscu:~sing tlw n1ost vital quc>,tion 
that this Parliament should discuss. I do 
not blautf' hon. n1ombcr;:; on tbo other side 
of tlw CLamber for speaking if they hnvo 
:-.ornethin~· to fltl:'-", but I do blarne thcrn for 
stonewalling. That is not the job of mem­
bers of Parliament at all. \Yo are here to 
do our duty to our State. \Ve arc paid 
to clo that dut~v, and in thnt and other ·wa:vs 
it j..; co~ting Queensland a con.:;;iclcrablc ::"Uln 

to tackle tlw problem~ confronting it. If 
\\'P ] lrf.1 tc•nd to tacklP- tlwn1 by stonevyaJllng, 
'" that the public cannot discoYer tlw true 
facts of the case. it is time thnt ihe con­
:--titution '':as altered and thf' gon"nnnPut 
of the coantry placed on another basis. 

The hon. member for Hockha'npton 
accused the Opposition of saying that Go­
\'crnJuent men1bers \Yere stonewalling and 
dedo red that wo wished to donv them the 
rig·ht of sjwaking in this Chambo'J-. Govern­
ment members haye every right to speak 
on eYer:v subject they desire to discuss, 
but while we wish to preserve that right 
to them Opposition members have the self­
·'<anw right. If GoYernn1cnt mernbers wish 
to do their duty, they have the opportunities 
that hnn. members of the Opposition haYe 
not. They have the opportunitv in their 
cauru~ roo1n of asking Ministers to bring 
up for discus:;;ion the vital question of unern­
ploymcnt. They have neglected their duty 
in not thus using their influence. in order 
that the whole qnestion could be considered 
with the view of al!e,-iating the position 
of the unfortunates who nre suffering. That 
is the most vital problem facing- Parliament 
to-dav. It is useless for the hon. member 
to te.ll this Chamber that many years ago 
the father of the hon. member for Gympie 
made a marathon speech here. It is use­
less for holl. members to say that there was 
no limitation as to t.irne in those davs. You 
lmow quite well, lYir. Speaker, t.hat the 
politicians or members of Parliament of 
those days did not face tho problems that 
we are facing to-day. In those days mem-

1934-~2 R 

bers of Parliament did not ha vc this ques­
tion of unemployment dragging at the roots 
of the constitution and of civilisation itself. 
(Laughter.) This is a g-raYE' problem. It is 
one of Yital i1nportanrc~ and it is useless 
for the hem. member for Cairns to laug·h. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I was merely laughing· at 
your remark, H dragging.'' 

:VIr. KE~::\'Y: The hon. member may 
deny that the ~pectrc of uneruploy1nent is 
faci'ng the n1nnl10ocl and wmnanhood of the 
State and of Australia to-clav. He may 
d011Y thc1t tlw '"-'holt~ question ~is exereising 
the minds of individuals inside and outside 
of every Parliament of the \Yorld. He may 
deny that is causing the fall of Govern­
nwnb in n1any part~ of tho world. \Ve 
have democracies faliing; all over tlw world 
bccau:.:e this :-3Clf-:-'fill1C question of unprn­
ploynwnt has not been tackil,d. \Ve ha YO 
a dcn1ocratic forrn of goyernn1(~llt in Au::­
tralia: \Ye are liYing in a democratic age, 
and thi~ dr•n1ocracy ,-\,c ~hould be protecting. 
What arc we doing to protect it' ·what 
are \Ye Joillg to conYince the people that 
we. as a Pa1·lian1ent. are doing the rig-ht 
thing and arc not r(·c-reant to our tru~t? 
Par!iament i:-; not true to its trnst. Parlia­
ruent is casting the responsibility to one 
side. and j;;;. .-,huffiing on this question, sidc­
~u~pping it. aud appt ars to lw content t.o 
allow thr i:itate to drift till eomcthing turns 
up. The problPrrl of unernplo,vmcut 1H this 
Statf' is too SC'riou:-5 to .al]o,v that drift to go 
on. If wo will not recognise our responsibili­
ties and will not cnrlea ,-our to tackle this 
qucstiop, the responsibility for our omission 
will be on our own shonlclcrs. The men and 
\Yorrwn 1Yho arc :c.affering through UIH'lnploy· 
rnent in thi:.:.; State vrjll not alwaYs Le a~ 
patient as thc:v haYP b00n during tbe last 
fe·v Yf"ar~. \Ye Hlu:"t recop;nic;,_ that the 
urH'nlp1oycd in Queen ..... Jand lwYl' l.Jpe;1 

patient. 

lYh-. llRASSI;;GTO:'\: Discuse the matter with 
Joe Lyons. 

:\Ir. KEJ\'~Y: It is neless for the hon. 
member for Fortitmle \'alley-~ 

i\Ir. SPEAKER: Onl2r: I ohnuld J;kc, 
to give the hon. 1nen1her for Cook c\·cry 
opvortuniiy to di:-:;cnss the re-.olutio.n before 
the House, but 1 an'1 not going to p0nnic 
any hon. 1nernbcr to engage in a g0neral 
discussion on uncrnlJloynH~nt on tLis rc~olu­
tion. The hon. nlcrnber 1:1av n-'fcr io the 
rnattcr in passing. but he r:lay HOt (kbate 
it in the 1nanncr in \Yhich !le appear~ to h" 
doing. 

:Vfr. KEN.:'-JY : I had no intention of 
debating the quc~tion of unen1ployrncnt in 
detail, although I maY haYc been carried 
rnva,y :n .rny r:rg-lnnentE'. l IV<:H enJeavour­
ing to irnprcss upon hon. r11embcrs oppo~ite 
the responsibilities of Parliament when the 
hon. member for Fortitude Vallcv inter­
jected, "Di'<russ that. 'vith Joe Ly(nls." I 
should be out of order in discusisng any 
matter n•lating to the Federal Parliament. 
\V e are discussing our own re-,pom•ihilitics, 
and the need to justify our presence ill this 
House. vV e must attend to our dutie·, in 
mch a way that the people will continue 
to have confidence in our parliamentary 
svstem. I want to assist Parliament to 
maintain that confidence. I want to show 
the people of this State that w<· have justi­
fied our existence a~ Parliamentariaus, and 
that the confidence that they repose m 

Mr. Kenny.] 
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rc"pon~ibie go,·crnment under our demo­
cratic f-ystenl of societ.v is not misplaced. 
That is a vital matter for the consideration 
of Parliament. One of the problems that 
threatens seriously to undermine our demo­
cratic svstem of government is the problem 
of uncmplo:nnent. Parliament should devote 
a reasonable amount of time to the dis­
cussion of this problem, and in refusing to 
accede to our request for an opportunity to 
disrms the m a Iter the Government are 
undermining the confidence of the people 
in 11arlialncutary government. and if \ve do 
not take tare we shall pa,s from the demo­
cratic age to an age where Parliaments will 
be no more. and the people of this country 
will be controlled by a dictator. 

1\1 I'. l3RASSIKGTOX : It is well known that 
you arc a fascist. 

:\Ir. KE:'\)JY: I say definitelv that I 
\YOLdd prefer fasci cm to a system of boJsho­
VlSill. 

Mr. BRASSIKGTOX: You do not believe in 
that. 

Mr. KE"':'\Y: bclieYe m a parlia-
ll1cntarY ::>vstcm. I have no time for a dic­
latorsh;p. ·because nwler a dictatorship the 
people must lose their liberty. I want to 
retain for the people the liberty that they 
drarly ,,-on by :-5trennuus figl1ting over many 
years, but thel'e is only one way in which 
\Ye can prc~crve it. and that is by n1ain~ 
tainiug the parlia1ncntary systen1 of goycrn­
ment. It behoves every member of Par­
lianwnt to carrv out his duties in accord­
ance "\Yitb hi~ "conscience. and the most 
urgent problem that this important insti­
tution should discuss is the qubtion of 
unemployment. I desired to have an oppor­
tunity to discuss that problem, and I regret 
<exccedi:1g1,- that the Government haYe not 
seen fit to concede it. Even at this late 
stage I appeal lo the Governm<'nt not to 
discu~s nutny of the resolutions, but to pass 
them without debate, so that Parliament 
may have the opportnnity to consider the 
prp<-.,ing quc~tion of unc1nployment, Let us 
grnpp1e with the problem with a view to 
its solution. eo that the unfortunate people 
ma_v haYe an opportunity to enjoy a better 
standanl of living than that which prevails 
to-day. Let Parliament do its job; and 
if it is done then the Opposition will bo 
satisfied that we haYo justified our presenc8 
here. 

:\Ir. BRASSII\GTON (Fortitude T'alley) 
[11.15 a.m.]: The hon. member for Mirani 
shmvcd shocking Lad taste when he made 
.a 11crsonal reference to n rnan ,who \Vas not 
here to defend himself. Hon. members oppo­
~itc rnay c1·itif'i:;:e. hut it is very unfair 
indeed for am· hon. member to attack 
anotlJe!· hon. n'Iember who is not here to 
dcff'nd hln1sc1£ and vindicate his hone;:;tv. 
I am satisfied that eYerv hon. member who 
is unbiased will admit· that the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry is prepared at ail 
times to do bis job, to face his responsibili­
ties, and to give a fair deal to everybody. 
It will be admitted that ho is prepared to 
give a fair deal to eYerv hon. member who 
sPeks his assistance, but I repeat that I 
consider that the remarks by the hon. mem­
ber for I\lirani concerning the Secretarv for 
Labour and Inc!ustrv ill become the' hon. 
member. and are not fair. 

Hon. nlCIHbcrs opposite are bewailing the 
alleged fact that thev will not have an 
-opportunity to discuEs the ramifications of 
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the Department of Labour and Industry, 
and are not getting a fair deal, but it is 
only right to pin them down to facts and 
to remind them that during this session, 
particulal'ly during the discuscion of the 
Estirnatns, thcv were the gravest offenders 
in wasting tin1e. They engaged in stone­
walling, and I pay them the comp'imc'nt, 
if they can get any satisfaction from. it, 
of sa,·ing that they are experts at the JOb. 
The hon. member for Cook IS their most 
expert stone-wailer, and absolutely the worst 
offender . in that respect in this Chamber. 
He \\a steel fullv twenty-five minutes going 
over and over, the same matters that he 
had previously discussed. 

I\Ir. MAXWF.LL: You have no right to 
usurp the Speaker's functions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. BRASSI:'\GTO:'\: Yet the hon. mem­
lior for Cook and his colleagues charge the 
Governrnent with not giYing them an oppor· 
tunity of reaching the yolf,-; they desire to 
discuss ! If to-day every hon. member adopts 
hi, methods 1 am s'lfe in predicting that this 
debate >1 ill not get beyoncl Hesolution 16 
or 19. If blame is attachable to anyon" 1t 
is attaclutble to the Opposition thcmsclvr•s, 
because theY haYe \vasted rnuch t.hne since 
this Padiarr1ent has been in session. It has 
been consvicuously noticeable that rnernber 
aftt>r IncrnLer on the Opposi6on bcnche:- h l-J 

risPn on n1otion .after n1otion and discusscc1 
it in the same ,,-ay. IV e are thus a ],le to 
rcfnt the unfair charges that we are stoue­
\valling because they have wasted so n1a11y 
Yaluable opportunities. They have only 
themselves to blame, ancl their unfair attitude 
in indicting the Government for their own 
sins will not earn them the respect of the 
people. They should face the fact that they 
have allowed their opportunities to pass and 
not attempt to place the responsibility on 
the shoulJers of the Government. 

It is necessarv that we should rec.<ll the 
past political hi~tory of hon. members oppo, 
site. Hon. members arc emphatic in their 
declarations that public matters shoLdd be 
fullv discussed in Parliament, but we can 
ren{em ber what we had to endure during 
their three year, of power. You. :\Ir. 
Speaker, should remember very clearly the 
attitude tbey adopted. On numerous occa­
sions they endeavoured to prevent us from 
discU''"'ing matters of vital importance to 
the people. \Ye did not ceck to stonewall 
them, bu\ they sought to stifle discus ,ion 
in every po~"ible ·way, and on nun1erous 
occasions applied the "gag" to preYent 
their ventilation. Their past performances 
stultifv their criticism this morning. The 
hon. members for Mirani and Cook deplored 
what they termed a wasting of time. but 
oyerJooked the important fact that an oppor­
tunitv vet remains to-dav for the discussion 
of th.e 'important subject' of unemployment: 
they have set a very bad example by taking 
up what time is available in openinf{ a full 
dress debate on the Resolution under dis­
cussion. Again, we indict them: there is 
no honesty or sincerity of purpose in their 
claims respecting lack of opportunity for 
discussion. 

I suggest to hon. members opposite that 
if they feel aggricYed at what they term the 
lack of opportunitv to discuss certain nues­
tions, thov should seek to rcmNlv their 
grievances" along the correct lines by. enrlea, 
YOLuing to secure an amendment of the 
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Standing Order'J, whereby increased time 
would 1;;, allowed for the discussion of tho 
Estimates and other questions. That is the 
soundest and most satisfactory method to 
ado]Jt. The fact is that within the scope of 
the Standing Orders every opportunity has 
been afforded to. hon. members opposite to 
dJscu.-;~ the questions the)' have now intro­
duced. and their criticism this n1orning is 
ill-founded._ bcc~me they hHc wasted much 
tnn~ In cnhcising other n1casures and dis­
c~:-:-il!lg od_1er n1atters of G-overnment policy. 
haYmg failed to do the job they should have 
done when they had tho opportunity, they 
arc now attcmptmg to place the responsi­
bJ!Jty upon the shoulders of the Government. 
I. for one, "·ill not allow them to "Ot away 
with that .. It is the:: who must ac:'ccpt the 
responsibJhty for thou failure, and tho fact 
t~at they_ arf' continuing to \Vastc time to-day 
;Vlll not 

1
n1 ~n:v ·way f'Dha.nce their pro~pccts 

In the e,ection or their renutation with the 
people outside this .\ssembly. 

Another matter to which I desire to refer 
conr,>rns ~he cffo_rt.s of yoursc•lf. lVIr. Speaker. 
tov ard~ llnproYing the general appr:trance 
an_cl tone of Parliament House. I desire to 
~ffcr your rny appreciation and 1ny cornpli~ 
uJenl~. '.' ou and I do not see eye to eye 
on a~l occas1ons; probably there arc some 
questions llpon which we_ can never agree; 
but I am Yery pleased mdeed to sec< how 
you haYo rono;·ated Parliament B ouse, which 
rs now a credit not only to Parliament but 
also to ~he people of the State. Kat the 
lca't satisfactory feature of the renovations 
"- the fact that in the process vou have 
g1Ye11 to a large nurnbcr of rncn a. foncr tern1 
of c•mployment in kc<Rping with the ;eneral 
pohc,'-thc worthwhile policy-of the Go­
vernment. Parliament House, being the scat 
of goYernment, should be a building that 
" a credit to the State, a building where 
citizens may ':'ttend and hear questions of 
government discussed, and havincr done so 
mav ka"·o _it knowing that it is G, keeping 
":'t~ tho chgmty of the State and consonant 
'' Itn !he de,ne of the people generally. 

I also desire to cxpre<s mv thanks to the 
officers of :farliament. for -their unfailing 
courtesy dnru;g the penod I hrtvc been mem­
ber for FortJ~n~e :Valley. In response to 
\vhaten'l' mqmncs rt has been necessarv for 
n~A to make of _them, thev have at all times 
gp:en 1ne cnnlity and courtesv. These 
n·~arks apply to the staffs operating in 
vanous brunches of Parliament House. You 
are Yery fortunate, I\Ir. Speaker, in having 
such an able and well-informed staff to assist 
you to carry out your varied duties. 

I reiterate my statement that '.Yhatcver 
grounds_ hon. members opposite may ha Ye had 
for thcrr argument on this resolution. thev 
have forfeited their right to use it lw thei'r 
consistent stonewalling of the Estimates in 
general. They haYe shown an utter lack of 
political decency and principle. tlaving 
faiJe.cl to perform their duty, they, in a poor, 
mean sort of way, in keeping with their 
general attitude on all occasions, ende~Your 
to place the responsibility upon the shoulder,, 
of the Government. If any people are likelv 
to be mislead by their actions, let those people 
carefully search the pages of '~ Hansard," 
for there they will see for themselves who 
haw wasted the time of Parliament. if time 
has been wasted. They will then realise that 
the arguments adduced by hon. members 
opposi to are not founded on fact, are not 

justified, and are in keeping with the attitude 
they have always adopted when they have the 
opportunity. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [11.28 a.m.]: 
The speech of the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley is tvpical of him and of many of his 
colleagues They content themselves with 
belching forth a great number of blatant 
statements that can have no weight whatever. 
I do not think anybody takes any notice of 
the stupid, mendacious statements made by 
the ho11. member for Fortitude Valley ancl 
others like him. 

::\h. BRASSIKGTOCi: I would not appeal to 
you--

:\lr. RUSSELL: You keep quiet! You 
have no intelligence anyway. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members 
arc allowed forty minutes for discussion, and 
no hon. member is entitled to interrupt whilst 
another hon. member i~ speaking. 

l\Ir. RCSSELL: You. Mr. Speaker. have 
always treated me uniformly fairly, but l 
rcwnt the wild remarks made bv hon. mem· 
bers opposite. It is about time attention 
was cal1ed to then1. They are getting rnore 
publicity than they warrant. 

Mr. BRAflSTXGTOei interjected. 
1\'fr. RCSSELL: You have made yam· 

speech; be quiet 1 

Mr. BRASSIKGTOX: I Yvill interject \V hen I 
feel inclined. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! No hon. member 
has th" t right. ?\: o hon. member has the 
right to interject at au~' tirne, unless the 
hon. member who has the floor. by remaining 
silent, giyes him the opportunity. If the hon. 
member pcrPists in interrupting I shall haYe 
to take very unpleasant steps to deal with 
him. 

I\Ir. BRASdJKGTOX: If I feel it is necessary 
to interject, I will. 

::\Ir. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber ,,ill obey my call to order at all times. 

::\Ir. RUSSELL: The hon. member for 
Rockhampton stated that members on thE> 
other ~idc had th('ir rig1Jts. His rcrnarks 
pron1pt me to a~k \\-hat. rights Opposition 
members have. The protest lodged by the 
hon. nlOJnher for ~lirani comes at a very 
opportune time< I certain]~, object to this 
1Iouse being 1nade a recording instrun1ent 
for raucus decisions. If V\'C beliE Ye iu the 
rights and the traditions of Parliament. the 
Opposition should he allowed the opportunity 
to disclr's eYery question at length. I do 
not know 'vho \Yas responsible for dcyising 
this system of allotting sixteen days for the 
discussion of Estimates: but I do know that 
durjng the tin1c :VIr. Denha1n vvas Prcrnier 
of this State the order in \vhich departmental 
E~timatec.;; were CO!L"·iclered was reYerscd each 
yPar. One year he would start with. say,. 
the Chief Secretary's DepartmPnt. and the 
following year \Yith the Trust and Loan 
Funds. w that during the thr<'C years of a 
Parlianwut every YOtc was fully dlscn:-:.:.;etL 

It is all Yerv well for the hon. me:ube1· for-
Fortitude ""\l aliev to say \YC J1a Ye ·w a steel time~ 

Mr. BRA<<SIKGTO);: So 'ou ha Ye. 

:\fr. SPF.AKER: Order : 

Mr. RUSSELL: I deny that statement 
in toto. \Ye had an instrmce the other 
da<v of a marathon speech by the Secretary 
fo1: Agriculture, wl1o occupied two and. 

JJ:lr. Russcll.} 
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a·half hours and included even a disserta· 
tion on rnnrgarine. I adn1it that, owing to 
its in1port.ance, a little tnorc ti1no was given 
to tlw Estimate~ of the Department of Agri· 
culture than otherwise would ha.vo been 
devotee! to it. Queensland is a primary 
producing State, and it is necessary that 
country members should have ample oppor· 
tunity ci Yentilating thcjr grlcvances. In 
gt:ncra1. hOIYC\r('l', rlll CllOl'lllOU~ alnount of 
money is devoted for each department, and 
a. nmch longer time should l}e allotted to 
dealing 'vith each department. Outside the 
Sehcdules. in the second section of the 
EstinJatcH. we have to deal ''vith about 
hwhe \ ery important departments-namely, 
ExecutiYP and Legislative, l_)remier and 
Chief :3ccretary, Homo Secretary, Public 
\Vork~, Labour and Industry, JusticE, 
Public Lands. Agriculture -and Stock, 
Public Instruction, 1\lines. and Railways, 
and then wo haYc alw the Trust and Special 
Funds and tlw Loan Fund. The biggest, so 
far as expenditure is conocrned, ir., the 
Tru, t and Dpccial Funds, running into 
£6,346,000, anJ the Lo<tn Fund, £4,400,000, 
is slighth· below the railways, £4,625,000. 
In vie\'.' of the trmupery nature of the legis­
lation that has come before the House this 
sc~~ion, and the n1an:v irnportant questions 
confronting the people, a good deal more 
tiHw -'lwuld be afforded to members on this 
,;;;icfc of the }louse to disC'nss these votes n1oro 
fully. 

The ArronxEY-GE~ERAL: Do vou kno,y of 
n11v oillt'l' Parlian1cnt vYherc Il1orc tin1e rs 
all~ wet!'? 

~Ir. Rt~SSELL: I do not kno\v ·what rs 
done in other parts of Australia.. Our main 
function to-day is the control of the public 
pm·, c, >tncl more time should be deYoted 
to the discmsion of this enormous expendi· 
turc. The Trmt and Special Funds con­
eern en?r:.T departrnent : so too, does the LD.a.n 
Fund. \Ve know. fnr example, that tho 
GovcrnJncnt have a big- loan prograrnrne in 
front of them, but what opportuntiy is 
afforded to discn:;:s this very irnportant 
ex pen di tu re ? 

A GOYER~niENT ~1nrBER: During the 
Address in Reply. 

Mr. RUSSELL: Dnring which an hour 
is allowr'J each member to talk on m·ory 
subj oct under the sun ! The time allowed 
is not sufficient to Jeal with the various 
pmblems that this expenditure aifects In 
other parts of the world these large matters 
are referred to a Committee of the House 
for invcstige.tion a.nd report. I do not see 
whv that cannot he done here. I do not 
v; isl1 in any \v.ay to ~affect Government policy, 
but a• repre•eutatin's of the people we 
claim the right. to .discuss 0\-cry item of 
expenditure proposed by the Government. 

Some members h 1 ve referred to the quos· 
tion of nnen1ployrnent and ha vc said that 
we shail h'1YQ an opportuuity later on in the 
day to cli~cn.5s this que:3tion. Such an im­
portant quc:-'tion "\\arrants the setting apart 
of several days for its discussion. I think 
it would be \YisP if the views of everv hon. 
member could be obtained in regard to this 
vital question. _._!\ learned judge a few days 
ago referred to " the terrible curse of un­
ernrJloyment." I haYe certain vic>.vs on the 
matter. which l should like to place before 
the House, and I daresay other hon. mem­
bers have likewise. But it appears the 
Government ha n a. cut and dried scheme to 
bring in certain Bills ·<lnd pa>s them without 
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anv consideration of the views of hon. 
mE;mbers on this side of the House. 'l'lutt 
is not what Parliament should be. \V e are 
here to discuss public questions. Appar­
ently the Opposition are considered as being 
of no consequence in the affairs of the State. 
It is questionable whether the public will 
ngTCl' 'Yith tha.t attitude. As the representa­
tive of 1an important constituency I claim 
the right to offer my views and opinions on 
eyery question that comes before the House. 
!Jut that opportunity is denied to me and 
other members. I refuse to accept decisions 
of caucus as being the opinion of the 
countrv. Hon. members on the other side are 
content to follow blindly what is decided in 
caucus. \Ve have seen them dav after day 
rising in their places in this Cha.m ber and 
flattering this and that public sc>nant. and 
wasting the time of the House in dealing 
with trivial questions. I object to it. The 
other da v I objected to the attack on public 
serYa.nts "who arc not permitted and will not 
have the opportunity to defend themselves. 

Mr. BRASSIXGTOCi: You objected to redis­
tribution--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
fl1('lnbor for Fortitude v~allPy is now delibol'~ 
ate!: iuterrupting the speaker. 

l\Ir. RUSSELL: I have no objection to 
the SecTctarY for Labour and Industr' pro· 
CCt'ding to 1:Ielbourne, but I say thUt an­
other 1\Iinister could ha.ve taken oare of hi:­
Estirnatcs. Unemployment is of such an 
urgent nature that wo should have a full·drese 
debat(~ on thP question. 

\Ye have alw called attention to the 
increasiPg pO\Ycr of the Bureau of Industry. 
I should like to have information as to 
whether it is to be allowed to continue in 
the way it is going. I have nothing to say 
against the nwmbcrs of the bureau pebon· 
allv. but I ohjcct to the growth of a new 
department and the interposition of its 
Yvill between the people and Parliament. I 
desire to know the reason whv vxtra po>.vrrs 
have been conferred upon i( and Yvhy the 
Department of Public ·works should not 
earn out the Govermnent's public works 
poli~?· 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC IxsTRl'CTJON: 
Resolution ::\ o. 22 will gin' you an oppor­
tunity. 

Mr. RCSSELL: All right-I know what 
I arn doing. I an1 onc of the 1nost rf'spect­
ful members of the House. and I very seldom 
tran~gress. l knov: ju~t as much about ~he 
ru\os of debate as do hon. members oppos1tc. 

\Vo on this side haxe another grievance. 
and I take this opportunity of airing it. I 
refer to the offhand way in which the 
l\Iin istry deal with questions asked by hou. 
members of the Opposition. Times out of 
ntnnber we have a~ked for inforrnation and 
it has not been forthcoming. As ropresen· 
tatiYes of the people we d<:mand to have 
this information. I will quote come that 
has not yet been given. On 30th August 
tho hem. member for Kanango moved-

" That there be laid upon tho table 
of the House a statement in the usual 
form showing the expenses of Ministers 
from 1933·34." 

L: p to the present that information has not 
boon given to the House, and I say that 
omission constitutes a direct flouting of tho 
priYileges of Parliament, and also displays 
a lack of courtesy to th0 hon. members of 
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th<' Opposition on the part of the Govern­
ment. \\'I: at m·e they afraid of, anyhow? 
On the 18th ScptPmbcr the hou. member for 
(tx]py asked of the Premier this question-

" l. \\'hat motor cars used bv :Minis­
ters. ha ,-e been purchased dui·ing the 
tflrm of the present GoYCl'nment, stating­
date of llUrchase, make of car, and 
price paid re,pertively. 

" 2. Are any l\finistcrs using their own 
rnr~ for official pu1·pos0<;; '? If so. \vhich 
:\Iiuistcrs, and what allowance;; do they 
recciYc ?'' 

']he rq1~y giYCll io thu,t lS-

•· The infnnnation is being prepared.)' 
C'\o information ltas yl't been tabled, although 
t h:H quc~tim1 V/ as ;ukcd on the 18th Septenl­

rrhat ic: anothl'l' lnstaurc of the flout-
of the wi,·ilcgcs of the Opposition. \Ye 

( n1and thi;; infonnation. It should be o·iycn. 
\Ybn is tlw reason for the dehv? Obn the 
lCt-h Septernbcr this quest.ion w~s asked of 
the Secrctarv for Labour and Inclmtrv bY 
t!tP ho11. HlCI~1ber for Cook- ~ V 

•· \Ylutt n rr~ tlw total nurnb~r of 
tllH-:>ntp [r,\·cd registered i11 the Labour 
Deparrmenc at 31st Augu't last-(a) 
~Ianic'd males with dependants; (b) 
~111gle IncH; .ancl (c) Fcrnales ?" 

The· an,,wer giYen to that jg-

.. Thl' i1iforrnation is be:ng cbtained." 
-Cp to LlH' prC'~Pnt no inforrnation has been 
tab:ecl in thi< Home. On the 20th Septem­
ber th1:- L<·n1.P!' of the Op1)02ition asked the 
.S( crc•tar~- fm· Labour and Induf'try-

" \Yhnt \vns the nnn1bcr of intcnnit­
tcut nli.·f \Yorkor:;; 'Yithin the lnetro­
p-'-litan <.1l' 0 U on the last pay dav in 
Aur(U."'t, 19=:?. _\uguf't, 1933, anCl AugtHt, 
1934. l'.-"~J.lPcti Ye1.v ; " 

The SeerNu:c for Labour and IndLtstry 
ai~S\YC'l'Cd a-, £ollcnvs :-

'·This information will be disclosed in 
the annual report of the department to 
;Jc prcs_•ntcd to Parliarnent. shortly.'' 

It ha::J ahP.ady been stated this rnorning that 
~hat report ha.;; not Yl't Lcen presented to 
L'arlianwnt. The Estimates have been pre­
pared and probnb1:v there is no iutcn~1on 
YYhatevor of JFC<onting the report to Parlia­
rnellt before the rccc~~. I object to tho \Vil-V 
the GovcrnLH_'llt arc side-stepping the is:su'C 
~tnd refu~ing to diYulge information that 
wou:cl be usefui to the country at the pre­
"''nt time. On the 9th October the Leader 
0f the Opposition asked the Pi·emicr-

" 1. \Yh,Lt was the total amount paid 
by all departments in fees ancl other 
crnolun1ents to barristers and solicitor"­
oxclucling LlepartmPntal officers. in 1933: 
Z4? ' 

" 2. \\'hat arc the names 
recipients and the amounts 
rt>spectivcly ?'' 

Ti1c reply by the Premier was-

of the 
received 

'· Tlw information is being obtained. 
and will be tabled when the return is 
compiled.·· 

Ab•0lutcdy a lot of eyCYYash ! There is no 
intention \Yhatey·pr of supplying the infor­
mation, and I object to the way in which 
we arP robbed of our privileges. vVe demand 
tlw information. which should be produced 
within forty-c'igbt hours. I object to the 
hurnbug that is going on. 

Mr. Sl'EAKER: Order' I hope the hon. 
nwm!Jer n·ill not U'l' the word '·robbed." 

1\lr. RUSSELL: I withdrn,w the word. I 
did not mean it, except in a parliamentary 
sense. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER : It is quite out of order, 
C'"Cll in th£Lt sense. 

l\Ir. RCSSELL: I hope that the GoYcrn­
ment will take notice of our protest. There 
arC' rnnny other in1portant qucstious that the 
1--touse ~llonld he discnc-:sing inste.td of the 
(;OYPl'lllllCllt enJcavouring to rush into rcces!:'. 
For in:-,tance. \vhat has been luqlpPning at 
th(; Lo.tn Council'! }-{oy:- doe:::; Queensland 
stand in rc•rnrcl to the allotment of loan 
morwy. and .o v.-hat progra1nn1e do the Go­
\Cmmcut intcml to put l>cfore the Federal 
Prin1e IHini~tcr '? Do voa not tbink 1 J\lr. 
sl)C'aker. tllat illi:-< lloil~t: might be a~kc'd 
to expr<_ -,;.:. an opinion on tht~ n1attcr '! Those 
projects should be cliseuc ,ed in this Hom.e. 
\\'!tat \vill bappcn? The Govermnent 'nll 
ruc·ct the pnrty in caucus, and tht~ 11ropo:::als 
will be "'lll direct to the Prime :\finister 
without Lon. ltlClnbcrs on. this side being 
givf'll tlll OJlpOt'tHllity to express any 011in~on 
\Yhah'Yt'l'. \Yhnt i~ tiJP good of onr coming 
Lcn' at all if it i~ only to register a ncga-

yotc against hurriPd and obnoxious 
It ~C('lYIS to rne that \'VC have 

brnn riddPn oYet· 1·ongh•hocl by the Govern­
ment. The-'· !taYe treated the Oppo'ition with 
!lte l_!,rc(1.tc-t discuurtp:-;;y. and I think it is time 
Lhat an ;t!)tnt1on f"'.tartcd for a rr~t1tution 
of the righ!, of Pr".xlianlPnt. As roprescHta­
ti 1·c' of the fH'O)liP we demand th>tt we be 
prm·iclerl ,,·il11 all information relating to 
public que•tion•. There is the matter of thr' 
building of the Kangaroo Point Bridge and 
the Stanlc:v River dan1, hoth involving enor­
motns sums nf monPv. Separate Bills shonld 
Le iiJtroduccd into t.hi:-5 I--Iouse providing for 
thnt expenditure instead of having the pro­
,·ision for the first moiet·c of loan monov 
tucked a\HtV in an obscu'rc corner of the­
Loan Eotim:otcs. \Vhat has that been done 
for-to delude the House and to delude the 
counti~.Y '? \rhy can hon. 1ne1nbers opposite 
not be open about it and sa:·, "These are our 
projcct:3, and wE' invito a di.--cu~~ion on 
thc'Hl ?" On wbosc report is thl' Stanloy 
River ccheme to be based? Have the ]ll'O]lle 
bePn comu.ltccl? I know that there "as a 
cli,cussion in the Driobane Citv Conneil, but 
Hl far a5 I can learn no dec~sion has been 
aniYed at. I think the time has arriYcd in 
this State when hon. members on this side 
d10uld be taken more into the confidence of 
the Govcrninent. ~ot that we claim any 
right to obstruct their policy! They have 
their ideas and thPy ha,·e their policy, but 
\Ye have ours, too. They haYe the majority 
in the House. and naturallv thcv mu,-t 
govern, and naturally aleo therr poli~y must 
prentil, but I think that as useful citizens 
our ad,-ice may be of the highest advantage 
to the 11al'ty opposite. 

The SEC'RETARY FOR Pl:BLTC IX­
STRCCTlO:\ (Hon. F. A. Cooper, JJumer) 
[11.45 a.m.]: I have no desire to delay the 
clehatc. but it woultl be entirely wrong to 
allmv a number of etatements that haye been 
made by hon. members opposite to go un­
challenged. The hon, member for 1\Iirani 
made ref01·cnce to the Secretarv for Labour 
and Indu;;:tr\-. nnd I desire to r~oint out that 
that 1\finist,;. is enp;agcd upon official busines.s 
revresenhnp: the Govern1ncnt of Queensland 
at the Yictorian Centcmary celebrations. I 

Hon. F . .A. Cooper.] 
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am sure that hon. members opposite would 
not like that import ant function to take place 
without ally official representation from this 
State in Melbourne. \Yhen the Sccretarv 
for Labour and Industry completed his offi­
cial bu::;iness in Canberra he 1vent to -Yictoria 
as a representative of the State and the 
Queensland Government. The Estimates of 
his clcpartrnent \Yero ready, and t.hev would 
have been dealt. with bv mvself or' Lv the 
Prpn1ier, if nec·e~o;;ary, f£ H~e debate ~ UI10n 
the other Estima.tes had permitted the EEti­
mates of this department to be submitted for 
consideration. 

lion. HH rnlwrs in this_ Chan1ber, particu­
larly in Connuittcc of t;upply, haYe n1ore 
opportunities for discussion than are giYen 
in any other Parliarnent in any part of the 
Cmnn1onwealth. The hon. nlon1ber for 
:.rimni referred to the fact that £25,000,000 
m £26,000.000 was cxr•ended, and that only 
sixteen days Wt're allowr~d for a discussion 
of that cxpcncliturc, but I shou1d like to 
ren1ind hirn that in the House of Cornmons 
itself, where the amount of IY10nev yoted is 
rnany tinl(_...; g-reater than that in Q~uecn:3land, 
onb; twenty davs in all are allowed. In the 
Cornmow':calth, Parliament. which spends 
rnnch n1ore rnone.v tlw.,n does the State of 
Queensland. tbero are no allottpd <la vs for 
Supy1Iy, and the sitting ·days u~uallv ocCupied 
for this purpose amount 'to about three or 
four. In ")J C\Y South Y"~ ale-:, ·where a rnuch 
gTPah'r aruonnt i'- ap}Jropriated than is the 
ca...;t' iu QuPen:-.laud. not n1ore than ten clavs 
are a\lo·,, t~d for t~c con~idcration of the 
Estimate'. There is llO allottee! rwriorl in 
Sonth Au.strali~t, \-.-ictoria. or \'{/p:-'tern Au·­
tralia,. As a lllcttt~'r of fact. in tho,-.r' la···t­
nanled Stain". and :o:;orneri111r"' in the Co:Jl111on­
'H'alth, the Estin1at{'~ arc~ rmt through at 
tli~ ~Hie si.tting, tog-cthPr with tl1e ~-\ppro­
fHin,tlou Blll. and cvcrvt1Jinz ebe connc~'tcrl 
thPrcp-ith. 1-lon. fllf'mb~'l'~ oJl]lO ite haYP h;.;(-1 
en:r,; opportunit.v to di~cu~s th(' thiilg'f' tl1at 
thev desire.] to di"·ms. 

"-1 r. Yl.\X WELL : .\Yhero? 

Tlw SEI'HETARY FOR PL:BLIC I~­
STRUCTIO='J: On the Budget. The Bud~et 
wns delivered on 25th September, and~ it 
was debated on 26th and 27th September, 3rd, 
4th, and 5th October-four full days and part 
of a fifth day, exclusive of tlro day upon 
which It was ddrvcrecl. Then Supply has 
b!;•rn granicd on onC> Ol' two occasions since 
t~en, and there ha\·e been ample opportu­
n.Itic~ for ~OIL n1embers to discuss any ques­
tJon ~ relating to the financial position of the 
Stai<' 

The hon. memb<•r for Cook said that he 
himself had not been extravagant in his 
speeches on Supply. and that thoy would 
probably not a !liOLmt to more than about 
3 inch c-., per subject. I ha vo gone through 
"I-Ian~ard '' up to the ftftecnth da~-, and I 
fmcl that up to the flfth da:v of the Estimates 
the hon. mt~Inhcr':;; speeches occupied h\-ent:;:.­
and a-half f'ohunn.3 of "J-Iansard." while 
up to the fifteenth clay his speeches occupy 
behveon fortv-four and fortv-fh-e column'. 
YPt h0 stand's up and makes the statement 
that his speeches on the Estimates would 
probably cover 3 inches on each subject! 
I want. to tell you, Mr. Speaker, because 
you are not in the Committee and do not 
kno\\. that the hon. member for Cook occu­
pies fully 3 inches "·ith interjections on each 
'ubject. irrespective of his speeches upon it. 
It shows to what pass the Opposition havP 
come wh<>n they do not know how long their 

[Hon. F. A. Cooper. 

crrtrcrsm on the various departments extends. 
If orw day were allotted by the Committee 
to the Estimates of each department, includ­
ing the Trust and Special Fnnds, and the 
Su.lplcmentary Estimates, that time should 
suff-ice to enable members of tho Opposition 
to exercis<' their right" as they suggest, but 
they ha vo monopolised much of the time of 
the Committee on Supply in discussing other 
questions. They know well when Supply 
begins that sixteen days arc allotted to the 
Estimates, and if they regulated their dis­
cus,",ion they could ·disru~s every vote. 

The Iron. member for Hamilton raised the 
que 't ion of replies to questions. I would 
remind him that these replies are purely 
courtesy matters. I can assure him that 
quest.io]" are answered by members of the 
l\linistry in a V('ry full and very clear way. 
I remember the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton iu the last Parliament, Mr. T. A. Dunlop, 
asking a question with reference to the 
expenses of .Yiinisters, The then Leader of 
the Gon'rnmcnt protested against the asking 
of tho qnestion. be> a use he said it would 
probabl~, eo t £500 to collate the information 
required. The public sonice i-; not ovor­
stall'cd. and Yv-hen officers of the departments 
are taken off their rcgn1ar work to prepare 
jnformation to enablf' quc:"Stion~ to bo 
at>'\\Prc.l and to prepare elaborate state­
menb that are asked for bv members of the 
Opposition, then the Opporition must wait 
until the information can be compiled. Only 
rhio.: lllOl'ning the Trea urer \':as ~:-;k: cl so:1:c 
qnc"tions with reference to the cost of run­
ning motor cars, and he replied that the 
information 1vas C'cpected to be available 
in ::.._ day or bYo, and so soon as it was ready 
it \YOuld be [\'iven to the House, There is 
no point in the shte:ncnt made by the hon. 
lDC'llber fol' Ha1nilton that infonnation i:; 
wi.tbheld from hon. mombors. That is not the 
case. Hon. members han' had ample time 
to discu·'s all questions they do,.ire to dis­
cu". It rests with themsoh·cs entirely as to 
what matters shall he discussed, and I protest 
against the statement that there has been a 
de sire i·o keep back the discussion of tho 
Estimates of the Department of Labour >end 
Industry. 

ML KEXXY: \Vhy have you done so for 
the last two years? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC IN­
STHUCTIO~: \Ye have taken the Estimates 
in their regular order. \Vhile the hon. n_,m­
ber for Cook was straining at the leash to 
cliscnss the Estimates of the Department of 
Labour and Industry in order to get into 
grips with the monster of unemployment, he 
himself occupied time on other questions. 
ami therehv ftlled fortv-four and a-half 
columns of :' I-Iansard " ! " You will ren1ern­
bcr. Mr. Speaker, that on another occasion 
it was de 'ired to discms the problem of unem­
ployment. I remember it quite \Yell. I 
ren1ornbcr, too, ·what llappened, ·when '"e 
de>ired to remind the then Government of 
theit· promi'e to prm-ide £2,000,000 for 10,000 
job,. 

Mr. MAHER: You left the Chamber rather 
hurriedly. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO~: Several of us loft hurriedly 
for a week. That is how we were re,trainecl 
from discussing the problem of unemploy­
ment ! It is a Yorv true and a very old 
saying, that people in g·lass houses should not 
throw stones, When it comes to a question 
of burking discussion on public questions, we 
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have onlv to cast our minds back to the 
three years 1vhen the Opposition occupied 
thc,e benches. They gave us ample oppor­
tunity, if we desired, to learn their methods. 
But \Ye haYc no such desire, for they 
Temind us of the words of Bret Harte-

'· That for ways that arc dark 
And for uicks that are yain." 

Again I protc-'t ag.ain~t the ::-ta1 C'lTIPnt 1 hat 
the Sccrt'tar:i for Labour atJcl lndush·y 
.:-houlcl lw in h1~· r)~ace. Thnt hm1. gent1C­
Llnn is on official businc.-;~, representing the 
State at 1h<' ~Ic1bourne Cent,.:-nar\ celebra­
tion~, and I a1n 3.Urc that the ho-r{. n1ember 
hr MurilLt ;mcl other hon. members who 
{Jrig·inally C·'ltrw frmn \rit toria \'·ould think 
it Yory - ill-bocomiug· on the part of the 
GoYerrnnent had they not an official reprcsen­
tatiYc at thcsP Ycry irnl)Ol'tant cc·lc·bratiOJ:~. 

1\Ir. ~I:\ HER (n·, si Jl orr Ion) [11.55 
a. m.]: Despite the explanation of the Sec­
rPtar\· for Public In~truction. it is oxtra­
ordin.~try 1hat during tl1e triennial torrn {){' 
thP lH'e~·ent GnYcrnnwrlt the Estirnates for 
il1P I;epnrt~nent of L.abour aud Indu~tr)· 
harP Hot been di~cns::;ccl ut all. The tcrtll 
•· LalJOur anJ industrY" connotf.'~ thP unen1-
ploynH•nt problern, a~1d unque~tio~!ab~:T the 
pred01ninatinp: fa,ctor in the E'~{Yt~on carn­
paign in 1932 T'' as the 11roblern of unern­
ployrnent. The Goyrnnnent hayin~ b0en 
rc>tUJ'IL·d to power on tlH.tt occa . .:ion. 1t ruust 
follow th:tt th influencing factor in the 
ccm:"iitucnel":-: \YFI:-. the Govcrnnwnt'~ argu­
llr:•nt ill fa ,-cnr of restoring- the unt>nlp]oycd 
tn work. T" it lJOL rathe1· r-xtraordinq,n­
thnt. lla...-iPg been e1ectC'd on tha·. La~iS, 
h:;Ying L '-'.il rctunwd by the neople of the 
StatP to dca1 v,·ith this problenl. t1v-~ Go­
Y"rlllnCllt during the thn!e-year torrn that 
they have b(en Pntrenchcd in power in this 
Stat-~ haYe fc-lilecl to bring up dH~ E~ti1natPs 
for the Drportment of Labour and lndu~trv 
for clisC'n ,,ion and con::.;icll'ration in Par1i;­
nwnt' In the 1932 Parlianwnt. tl1c f1rst 
year of the prc:~,ent GoYcrnrnent. the 
JepartmrHt::; dealt \Vith \Yere tho:_.e of the 
lirn11e Sncrctary, JuqiCC\ 1Iines, Chief S(<> 
rPtar:v. Public In~truction, Publlr Lands, 
~ublie \York~. and Exc-~utiYP and Legi~la­
llYP. lu 1933 ;ye coYercd exitcth· the same 
ground. with dtt1 exception that ~ brief dis­
C'LL:".sion 011 the chief Haih1 a.v YOtP. In thi:-', 
the last :-'l' "-ion of the prc:,r'nt Parliament: 
we are iu~r,~cd up with the sa.n1e old fare, 
the sarr1e old Govcrn1nent departn1ents that 
\Ye re tra vc-:.·~ccl for the pa~t hvo year~; ea eh 
time the Department of Labonr "and Indus­
try is clclibPmtcly aYoidc•d. \Ve can onl.v 
con1c to t;1e eonclusiun that the Go,·t'l'!11lle!tt 
ha Ye ,.:;on1o spcclal reason for pren:-nt1ng 
1ncmbc·r-' of the Oppo:jition fron1 Uiscus:~ill.f2; 
the E.;timatcs of the Department of Labour 
and Indu;uy and the great problem as.io­
ciated with it. It i.' rather an insult to 
the mcmb,•r,; of this Parliament to thiuk 
that at a time \Yhen the Estimates connected 
with this depurtment should be placed 
bt'fore the House for discussion the Min­
ister in ehanre of it should find it con­
yenicnt to Yi~it l\1elbourne on a p]casurP 
tl'ip, no doubt for the purpo~e of seeing 
the J\Iclbournc Cup run. At a time when un­
employinent i::;; as great as ever it \Vas, and 
when thP people are distrc•:c-sed and 1.vorriod 
on ,,,·ery hand by the bck of employment_ 
that the J\linister slwnld leave his State and 

go fl'\FIY for .a pleasure trlp to l\IPlbourEC' i.., 
!Jeyond \\·ord:';; it alruost ~aYOJJI:_y of ::\ero 
fiddling· wl1ilc Hollle but'nod. The 3t1illistt•r 
takrs 'his obligatio11s to the counrr::T '"0 
lightly that at a time when he should be 
prc;;enting his Estiinah~ for the considcra.­
tion of this Parliament he finds it suitable 
and conycnient to absent hin1self in auother 
State for plC'asnrc fJUrpo::;;cs. It s}Lo\v, a 
mcil:-;ure of conternpt for the big problcn1s 
a"oeiated \Yith his department. Tlw hon. 
gcntle1na.n ~hould be in his place to gin_' 
some ex])lanation 011 the f'YC of an C'lel tioH 
of what he has done during the past three 
years to alleviate the evils of tllll'lllploylnent 
in this State. 

Tho SECRET\RY FOR PuBLIC IX3TRGCTIOX: 
\Yhen you gPt to the voto all that infonn 1-
tion can b1• giYCtl. 

~Ir. :JL:\11EH: But we are not getting to 
it. 

Tho SECUETARY FOR PGBLIC IxSTRUCTIOX: 
\'i,.~hy an~ you :-Jtancling up? 

~Ir. ~L\llRR: ~Ir. Spr- tker. the oppur· 
tunit.'- ro di,eu~s the DC'll<1l'irncnt of LaLoHr 
and Industry on the chief vote is pas1. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC IXSTRUCTIO:<: 
:'\ot at all. 

~[,·. :\L\.1-lEH: \Ybt opportunity H 

thcrP? Th(' n~attL'r of hYo hour·~ between 
5 p.1n .. tnd 8 p.n1.. inc~udiug the hour for 
di1Juer. in which 10 discnss the Lig problen1 
of unenlployuwnt--

Tho SECHETARY FOil Pr;BLIC IKSTHUCTIOK ·. 
OrdiEaril.v a 1-:-1an make:; progres.::; lJy :-Jhtnd­
ing up. but in this Cha1nbcr we n1ake pro­
gre~5 by sitting down. 

:\1r. ~L\HER : The hon. the Minister 
knows well \Yhat happens in this House. 
If m em lwrs of the Opposifion were to 
refrain frmn debating certain relatively 
unimportant Govcrnn1cnt Estin1ates, what 
\YOUld happen? VYc have seen what 
occurred during past sessions. The GoYern­
ment instruct their followers to stonewall 
the Estimates in order to make certain that 
the Estimates of the Department of Labour 
and Industrv will not be reached in the time 
allotted. The whole thing reminds one of 
the storY of Tantalus. According to ancient 
mvt !J,,log_y Tantalus was the son of a \Yealthy 
n::erchant, and owing to the sin~ he conl­
luitted in thi~ world he wa:-J con~igued to 
the lower world and there ordered to stand 
up in a lake \Yherc the water reached his 
chin. Each time he endeavoured to all a v 
his thirst the waters of the lake r"ceded frorn 
him, whibt overhead hung branches contain­
ing luscious fruits that were also just beyond 
his reach. In regard to the Estimates of 
the Department of Labour and Industry, 
members of the Opposition are in the same 
position as Tan tal us. \Y c are " so near and 
vet so far." :\Iembers of the Government 
took ample care that this important vote 
-the most important affecting the country 
to-clay-was kept out of reach of debate 
by members of the Opposition. Not only 
that. but the important Yotes under Loan 
Fund and Trust and Special Funds have 
not been reached during the past three 
sessions. The activities of the :\lain Road' 
C:cmmission, the State Government Insurance 
OfTicc, and the Public Curator have never 
been rliscus;ecl during the present Parlia­
ment, which in itself is an absolute scandal. 

Mr. 2!1aher.] 
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The peoflle of the State who find the money 
have a nght to know what is occurring. 

The comparison made by the Secretary 
for Public Instruction with the House of 
Commom is hardly valid, for the reason 
that in Australia our governmental activities 
are divided between the Commonwealth, 
State, and local governing bodies. whereas 
the House of Commons has to deal 1vith 
practically e.-erything concerning the 
natwnal life of Great Britain; and there­
fore, it is obvious that it i impossible for 
that Parlu:tmPnt to a1loeate such tirne as its 
members would like to the financial aspects 
of go,·ernment. There is no excuse for any 
limitation in this State. Parliament met 
in August, and will adjourn after a session 
of scarcely more than three months. Suffic­
ient opportunity is not given to members 
to debate the important financial aspect of 
onr activities in Queensland. I fain in 
with the protest made by the hon. member 
for Mirani this morning that opportunity 
should be offered to members to discuss the 
important vote of the Department of Labour 
and Industry and the Trust and Loan Funds. 
It is a shocking thing that in a period of 
three years no opportunitv has been afforded 
to members to debate matters relating to 
either. 

::\Ir. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [12.4 p.m]: I 
regret the hon. member for J'l1irani raised 
this question, because I was desirous of deal­
ing "\Yith lllattcrs connected Yvith so1ne of 
the other Yotes, but as it has been raised 
it may be as well to ascertain tho actual 
position. I desire to emphasise what the 
Sccret>try for Public Instruction and the 
hon. member for Fortitude V allev have said 
in connection 1Yith the absence of the Sec­
rotary for Labour and Industry in Victoria. 
Although tho accusation has since been 
repeated by the hon. member for \Vest More­
ion, I think the people of Queensland will 
nppreciatl' the justification for the visit of 
the Secretary for Labour and Industrv to 
the South, 'vhere he has gone on a mi~sion 
in connection with the problem of unem­
ployment. I take it that it is of more im­
portance to the people of Queensland that 
Bdditional people should be employed than 
r J:<,t the Minister should be sitting in this 
House listeni11g to thl' words of alleged 
wisdom that fall so freely from the lips of 
members of the Opposition It scorns to be 
the wish of hon m em hers OPP'"ite that mem­
lJers on the GoYernmcnt side should listen 
to \Yhat they say without making any reply. 
Govcr1uncnt n1ombcr-, ha Ye actually bt~on 
accused of stonewalling the Estimates be­
cause thev haYe felt it incumb0nt on them 
1 o rnake ~pccchcs 

I han' taken the opportunity to go through 
the spcechps of both the Opposition members 
and memb·rs of the Government on the Esti­
n1atP:.;, and drevv up a list of their respective 
performance<;. I have not had time to check 
them. but theY are sufficientlv accurate to 
give ~to the flouse an idea of the number 
of speeches made on the Estimates bv hon. 
members opposite as compared with hon. 
mernb(~rs on the Go....-enunent side. :\Ic.mbel's 
of the Government, in speaking on the Esti­
nlatcs and in seeking information frotn 1Iinis­
ters, made 139 speeches during the course 
of the sixteen days allowed for the Estimates. 
The speeches made by hon. members of the 
Opposition totalled 230. The following is a 
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list of the hon. members opposite and the 
number of speeches made by them:-

Hon. member for-
East Toowoomba 
\Vvnnum 
\Y[nwick 
Stanley 
Is is 
\Vide Bay 
Keppel 
Cunning ham 
:\'" anango 
Kennedy 
Cook 
Logan 
Toowong 
::VIurilla 
::V1urrurnba 
Oxle> .. 
Hamilton 
Dalbv 
Mirani 
Gym pie 
Cooroora 
Fassifern 
IV est J\Ioreton 
Albcrt 
Fitzrov 
Carnafvon 

7 
6 
9 
3 
6 
2 
4 

14 
8 
4 

24 
14 
10 
20 
2 

13 
11 
5 
7 

14 
5 
6 

13 
3 
1 
1 

The total is 230, and the hon. member for 
Cook, IYho had so ruuc-h to :;;ay thi:-:; 1norning 
about not being able to reach the vote"' he 
wanted to discuss made no fewer ihan twentv­
four spPeches of them. (GoYernruent laugh­
ter.) 1 du not pl'OJ>Ose to include in the 
nurnbcr the spePches rnndc b~~ the Leader of 
the Opposition. because I am of opinion that, 
as leader, he has the ri g·ht to make them. 
The hon. member for Hamilton. who alw 
had a good deal to say this morning, n1adc 
eleven '"pccches on the Estimates. 

Another statement made bY the Opposition 
~.- n, that the Sccrctar!T for Agriculture occu­
pied t\yo and a-half hours in reply to state­
ment' made on the Estimates of his depart­
ment. J'II r. Speaker. he rli cl not take two 
an cl a-ha 1f hours at alL The hon. gentleman 
took two hours 0ig-ht rninute- I \vas in the 
chair and the time was recorded. Ever>­
tl>ing said hv the Minister vcns in reply to 
question,, raised by hon. members opposite 
and to giYe inforn1ntion desired on rcrtain 
mattf•rs. ::VIe•nbers of the Opposition desired 
that he should answer their qnestiom, but 
now th('Y rornplain about the tlrnP hP occu­
pied and ask " \Yhv did he not sit down?'' 

Almost in the same breath members on the 
other side complained of not being able to 
~tot from 1\finisters replies to their questions. 
::"Jo matter what is done bv Government mem­
bers. members of the 0p]1osition are not 
satisfied. 

Th" hon. member for ::VIirani ask-; the 
in1portant qucstion~what 1s Parlian1ent 
doing to jnlproYc conclitions in the couinn·? 
I ~'hould like to impress upon him that the 
present Govcrnn10nt did not n18kP a ]ong 
I ist of promises to the peoplP. a' \Yas cl on" 
b,- the :'v1oor<' Partv at the 1929 el0ctions, 
\\:ho then failed to" carrv them out. Th' 
Governrneut haYe set to" work in a deter­
mined 1nnnn0r to improYe thf' po~ition of 
th" men and women in Queensland. 

l\lr. J'IIAXWELL: Le\ ne! failed. 

Mr. GLEDSO:c\: 1 should be out of order 
iH discussing thi:-; n1attcr in detail) but I 
regret that hor1. mmnbcrs opposite dc,Yotcd 
so HlllCh tin1c to the discussion of ot}Jcr 
rnatters as to prevent our reaching the 
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Estimates for the Department of Labour 
and Indus:rv. Had we been al>le to discuss 
the Estimates of that department we should 
have becll able to point out that when the 
Moore Govemment took control in 1929 the 
ntunbcr of rcgi~tcn~d uncrr1ployccl wa:3 7.7 
per rent.--

:.\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. GLEDSO::'\: I realise that J should 
be out of order in dealing vvith tho ruattcr 
in clctuil, but I was drawl! off dw tr:1ck 
b\" :an interjection h·orn the Opposition. 
lf we had had an opportunity to discuss 
tho~e Estiruates -vre could haYo pointPd out 
these thi11gs, including the pcrce11tuge ·of 
uncrnployn1ent, and we could ha ye succcs::;­
htlly established that the pre.sent Gon'rn­
tncnt hnve been a ,GoYernrncnt o~ action. 
The CovPnnnPnt t<Ct out to do thing instead 
of n1crely talking r;hout what should be 
done. They haYe acted, and becaus<-' of their 
actions ntany hundreds, I n1ight even say 
thotL..,{lnd3. of n1011 and \.YOlllen in Queeu::s­
land hlc.:;;s the dav \Yhou LaiJour vvas 
r2turued to power i~ June, 1932. 

:11r. \VATERS (llclcin Uro ,., ) ll2.15 
p.rn.j: It was rather arnusing to hear the 
l)rote;:-,U frotH lwn. rncn1bers oppo."3itc that 
the Govcnnnent would not allo\v thcn1 a,n 
opportunii·~· to discuss the Estinultc-, uf tlw 
JJcpartlllCUt of Labuu1· and Industry, and 
after hrctring the list of HlJ8(;~he!'i quoted 
by the ho11. member for Ipswich they 
'11oulrl hold their heads in shame. I haYe 
110 doubt that thev will not now have the 
tciuerity to contln{ie to rnako :-;ueh prot<•.".b. 
I suppc-;c Uwy rcga re! it as justifiable to 
rnake tho..,e proH':st~ in an ClldcaYvur to 
belittle the Go.-crnmcnt, but tbcy must 
unden;tand that their ,.:1 :tterncnb can be 
cl!eckcd. The chariTe that the·· hurled 
against this (;uvern~nent ha:; ri'ow bec11 
ibro\.Yn Lack into th('ir teeth n::. a n_•;:-,ult u£ 
the carl·ful rc::;l'a.rch \York (·-1rricd OU[ by· 
the hou. member for Ipswich. I think tha·t 
PaJ]iani('nt owes hin1 a debt of gratitude 
for the thorough !Hanner in \Yhicll lie has 
dealt with the matter. 

Some rather extraorclinHrY staterncuts 
have be('ll rnadc in this Cha1~uber by hon. 
UlCinbcr~ opposite. I understand that other 
hon. u1en1iJl'l"S opposite, in addition to the 
llon. Hlcnll.Jer for \Yct1t ~lorcton, charged 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry with 
tle,.,crting his }Jost 'vhil~i he wa:3 in ::\icl­
bourne. Thev ha Ye stated that he • allouslv 
and cvnically~ disregarded his high rcspon~{­
bilitic~ .as a :Yliui~ter of the Cro\Yn in order 
to go on a 11loasure jaunt. \;Vhat is th(~ 
po.;itiOil '! The Secretary for Labour and 
I ndu ·I 1·v is in ~\Iclbournc at the in Yitation 
nf the ~.PrinH' }linistel·, and is rt:prc8ent1ng 
thi~ Stute at a conferenre as.«ernbled to di~~­
c·uss problr ns a.ssociuted "-ith the cleYelop­
nlcnt of .... -\.ustt·a.lia. It is interesting to recall 
that anot-her l1on. n1e1nlJer, a rncmber of the 
part: 10 which the hon. n1crnbPr for \Ye·t 
}Ion'tnn beloug~, i;'; also in .;\Ielbourne a.t 
the prescut i.itne. lie carne iuto t!Jiti t.:hanl­
hC'r OIIC:C during the lH"t'~ent ~e:~:-:;ion of Par­
liament. I refer to the hem. member for Sand­
ga.te, I.Yho i..; living in Melbourl!e working OH 

a financial proposition for the develolllnent 
of a gold 111ining corporation, but his par~ 
liamentary pay gors on just tht:~ smne. I 
do 110t kno\v vvhcthor there is auy 8 rrange­
Il1C'llt '.dtcrcbv 1 h(' hon. 1nen1 bPr f(n· C'ook 
get..;: half l1is~ ~n.l<1ry or s0n1c percentage of 
it for looking after the Sandgatc electors. 

Perhaps he i;:; \YOrking on a niccev.-ork rate 
while tlll' hon. rne1nber fo1: Sanclga.te i~ 
.awav. It \VOtdd be rather tllnusing, if it 
\verC uot so tragic, to hear ho11. nwn1bt)r::-; 
opposite sayjng that the Secretary for 
Labour and IndmtrY is in l'delbourue on a 
pleasure jaunt. Th-;, records of their own 
Mini~tcr~ in that respect is not very edify­
ing. and at the pre·cnt lime one of their 
mc:rnbcrs is in .:\iclbonrne, but doing no ser­
Yiee to the State. He is there purely for 
tlw Jlllrposc of doing something that will 
enrich Lint and sorne of his fellow capi­
tali~ts. Lut his parliarrwntary salary is going 
on just the same. I think hon. members 
opposite should show that they have at least 
conw po:irical decency by refraining frorr1 
1nentioHing something that will certainly 
rebound and hit tbcm very scYerely. I 
undPrstand that th,, ex-Secretary for Labour 
and Industry desired to resign. \V c arc told 
a story in the streets that the Leader of the 
Opposition did not desire him to clo so 
because he did not want to face a by-elec­
tion) a~ the Opposition tigures have 
dwindled in each bv-election. The fact 
rmnains that in the V \Yvnnurn b-,'-l~lcction 
the majority of the Opcposition "dwindled 
from 1.200 to 150: that the majority of the 
GoYcrnnH•nt in the Fortitude Vallev by-elec­
tion increased by ou'r 1,5QO: ancf th;it the 
majority secured by thn late 1\Ir. T. H. 
Roberts at the last gcrH~ral election in East 
Toowoomi.JCt rh.-indled from 1.200 to a little 
on'r 150 in the recent by-election. 

Mr. GoiJFREY 2\>loRG.\:\: Through stuffing­
the rolls. 

Mr. WATERS: I understand that the 
hon. member for Murilla is an authoritv on 
stuffing rolk In fact, ho has an intiir1ato 
knoJYledgo in that respect. He is reg-arded 
as such an authority on the subject that he 
is appointed as a sort of coach t.o new rnem­
bers on the otlwr side. in order that thcv 
a:Jd the part:-- ma:· prortt from his advice 
and wisdom. 

The time of Parliament has been definit."lv 
wast<'d by members of the Opposition pro­
testing. and lHOtest.ing in Yain. about rnethod,s 
VYhirh the~T ado}Jted on every conePi\·ab:e 
Oc\asion \Yhcn they were in po\vcr. The'· 
cndea You red bv C'Yerv rneans to fru::,trato 
discussion on t1w Estlrna.t cs of the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industry, and the hon. 
ruernbcr for :JJurilla verv touchY nbont 
discussion, IJC:t onlv of Est~irnatE~s but also 
of his administration. Apparentlc- he did 
not desire the fLdl light of day to' shine on 
n1attr'rs :- 1rch a-, i11f"! fn.n1ous transfer of capi­
tal of the Haih' a> Department. That sub­
ject "''ras not di.~cu-..:;;t~d to the C'xtent it mi;;ht 
have been. 'I'he Opposition cumwt justif,· 
their charge lhat the GoYcr·nnh'l1t hctve 
PIH.lcaYourcJ to frustrate discussion on the 
Estimates of the Department of Labour and 
Industry. became they had the opportunity 
to cliscu's that department on the Address 
in Reply. on tht' Financial S1.ate~ncnt. and 
on the several Appropriation Bilk If 1 hey 
dicl not take full advantage of those oppor­
tunitie~, then the rc:-:,ponsibility is their~ a11d 
not that of the GoYcrnmcat. If tlt"V cho"l 
to discuss matters that do uot aff~ct the 
general welfare of the State and co•1fined 
themselYP:i to tiddlywinking rnatters con­
nected with their electorates, the blanw is 
theirs and theirs alone. Thcv ha V" had et 

full opportunity to achieve the object they 
noJv make complaint about. They haYc 

Mr. Waters.] 
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excreiscd the powers which Lhe Stand­
Orders confer on ilwm i o ddJa.cc i he 

qut'~~tions they sa~· the~- ~saut to dc!J.nc. 
Tberl'for€', t.llcir clainr that the GoYCrJJrncnt 
Jll'C'\'(•ntC'cl thern from reaching the E:>tirn.atrs 
of the Department of Labour awl lt:dustry 
(·auuut be substa11tiatcd. and ""'viH not Le 
recognised eYcn by their o'vn electors "-hen 
the•:; go back to them. 

It "·ill be [Jal'ticularly diftlcult for hon. 
mcm~PL'o opposite to justify their waste of 
tjlll('. V\~c kno'.Y) for iustance, that the hon. 
muuber fo1· J)albv will ha n~ sornc clifiicultv 
in winning the Dalby 11kbiscito because o'f 
the rnanncr in which he has conducted l1inr­
self in this House. A number of his col­
leagues will probably be in tlH' same boat. 
:'\ ationalist supporters, particularly in the 
metropolitan eleetomtcs, comtantlv state that 
rhcy are disgusted 'vith the way their IllCin­

lwrs belmvc; they convey the impres,ion that 
they hold the opinion that younger men 
.'houlcl rcpre,cut the .:\' ationalist Party. 
Tlle.v CY8!1 go so far as to say that quite 
a nurnber of the rnenrben. ~ittlng opposite 
should rhign and make waJ for better men. 
iOppo.oition dissent.) I understand that 
~PYcral 111Pn1bcr~ oppo.-.:itc arP rnarked out for 
the axo. Tlw ex-_.__..\ttorney-Gf'llCral has gone 
jnto t}H~ Toowong e1cctoratc to 1ivo, and l 
s:tgge~t that the hon. IllC'Inller for Toowong 
n1ight con1port him plf with the dignit..T 
hPcomjllg to a. n1ernbc1~ of Parliatucnt, and 
that ir;..,tcad of discn~~illg 1natters of trifling 
inlpol'tancc. ~hould C'O~ccntrnte his attention 
on v.ital j~"lW:" afTcctin~ the ·welfare of the 
~·t de. (OpjlOsition dissent. I Then the hon. 
lltC'llliJ('r for 1sis is YCl'Y SOl'C'. IIe has a 

Yet·,· inquiring rni11cL ·.-.1.Te nrrt birn one 
ni,!.tbt. and he told ns that although hi::- ~eat 
""S snch that it could not be aff .. :ted by 
all\' redi.--tribution, h0 did not v.·ant anv coal­
Illi.nes to go into jt. Soineho\v or- other, 
aftPl' li:-;.tening to tlw rc1narks of the hon. 
IIWIHbcr for 1:.-i~--in whi('h. Lv the \\'aY. he 
show,:; a partieula r interest in ·the coal inine-; 
of the Statc-I am led to think that the hon. 
1ncrnber 1~ not leaving ~·n~ ""hing to chance. 
lion. n1ernber~ opposite have -t1Ld0 rnara­
t hm speeches. They seem to think that 
l:;ecau.;:e hn:-ntv-five r11inutes i::; allowed for 
lii~cns3ion in~ Committee Of Supply and 
forty rninntc·~ on the Financial Staternent 
or rllf' Address in Reply debate. 1 h''Y arc com­
)ll'llccl to speak fo1· the permitted tinw. I 
know it is clifficctlt for them to strn~~le 
along at tim0:<., and there rnay he soi-nethj~lg 
iu the suggestion that the hon. rllCinber for 
Toowong boldc-3 a gnn at thrir heads .. and 
tPlls them that the,- must for the fnll 
tinrc. Tn anv ca·t< the that tl1cv excr-
<'i'-'P the1r f;dl tin;c; in discu .;iug: ~in ~tEe 
111ajority of instances. nHtttcr;;; of rninor 
iu1portance a11d do nut deal \Yith otes that 
thc\y now C'Olnplain are being· \\·ithhcld frmn 
t!JC'lll, i::; ::-ufficient indiC"ation that thcv laek 
a ~ense of rc~pousibility, ttnd is sufficient 
rea· on \Yh ... - :"OlllP oi their t.~lectorate·_ vvill 
l'C'placc ihen1 at the next election. 

Thr• THEASCHER (Hon. \Y. Forgan 
Stllith. 11 uckuy) [12.30 p.rn.]: The complaint 
has lJcc•n maclc by the 0[1!JOsition that ,uffi­
cic·Ht. tiuw is not allo\Yec1 n1ernb0r, u£ Parlia­
rncnt. to di:-:;;ctE,, fiLancial questions. I \rant 
to rrnpha:.:.i:-::.c that tlw Qucen::;1anr1 I)adiarncnt 
giyc, greater facilitif:'s in tilat direction than 
nn:, other Parliaruent in ~lustralia. Qtu•ens­
l<~nd is tho only Australian Parliament \Yhcr0 
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rl1c Standing Orders definitely allocate seYen­
tC>en dn y::; for discns~ion of the Estinwtes in 
Chief a;1cl the further E tirnatcs that arc set 
out in detail in the docun1011ts circnlatrd 
in Parliament. Xo time is allotted in the 
C<•lllmouwcalth or in the other State l'arlia· 
Hlent", and it i:-s 110t unconunon in the Conr­
monwealth Parliament for tlJe Dmlzct and 
tile Estimates to be passccl at the sanw sit­
ting at \YIJich they arc presented. Queensland 
ha.-, uo limitation of the debate on the· 
Finaucial Staterncnt itself. while sevent('('ll 
da":s an~ allo\v·ecl for cli.scnssion on thP 
Y<l;'ious itPnl:-. I11 th" I-Iou~c of Common::->. 
where Estin1a tf's of greater m~-;._gnitude art 
presented. only twenty days arc allowed. In 
all the other States it is not uncommon for 
the Budget .and the Estimate.' to go through 
iu onP dav. T'he 1naxirnun1 time allowed in 
Xew South \Yales, although it is not fixed 
b,v the Standing Orders. is ten days. So 
mc•mbc•rs of this House cannot complain of 
n n:· undue restriction being placed on their 
right to debate financial matters. 

Reference has been made to the fact that 
the Secretary for Labour a:lCl Industry is 
not in his place in the House. I consider that 
to be a moct unwarranted statement 011 the 
part of the hon member for J'.firani At the 
pl'Pscnt tirne. as you arc aware, 1Ir. Speaker,. 
the Cc•ntenary cPlebrations arc takin~.; place 
in ~Idbourne. The:/ \V0re o-rgalli:'ed by tht' 
Yictorinn GoYcrn1nent. and the Prcrnier of 
c ,·erv State \Vas invited to be their guests 
dnriTig the lleriod of official t ,,Jobrntion. 1 
clniru it \vould he a discourteous thing for 
this Govenunent not to be represented in 
Victoria during thn.t period. I accepted the 
jnvitation; but on account of busin0ss that 
had to be attended to in this State I 
nrranp,od, when in Canberra, that the Secro­
nrv for Labour and Industrv should go on 
to ~J.Ielbou1·ne to represent ~ne. Tl 1 a..; al 
Dl\ request and on n1v instruction that he 
wl·nt th~rc, and ho i·eprcsents t~1s Stah 
and its Uo\·crnn1cnt at the C{'lebrntJons con­
dnrtccl lw the Victorian Gon'rnmcnt. It 
\10uld be. di<;,courtPou~ and churlish in the 
extn•m2 if Queensland did not participate 
in the functions org-anised bv the '\,..ictorian 
Go\ '-~rnn1ent; it wo'Uld be as- churli~h as the 
ntr1tucle taken up by the hon member who 
has cliscu::;~rd it. 

R<·fcrence has al'o been made to the dis­
cu:--.-:ions on thP E~tin1atc~ of tlH' Departlllf'Ilf 
d Labour and lnclnctr . I Y as prepared 
t0 take those Esrin1att:"; and the -detail..:. 
had been prepared by the J\Iinister for pre­
sentation to Parliament, and had they coma 
on I should have ha1odlcd them m:, 'elf and 
have been abl(~ to !live all the infonnation 
t.hat hon mernbcrs ;night have required o.n 
rhosc Est1ruatr-<;:. If nw:nher:' clt>YOtl' thPir 
tinw to tlw little things they n~Hlcrstapd 
to the exclusion of otlwr things with wh1ch 
they arc unablR to grapple, 110 one can be 
blamed but themselves. \Yhcn I ',Y<ts Leader 
of the Opposition. the rmrty organised the 
debate on tho Estimates. ::\Iembcrs of the 
pady wc•rr- allotted to take charge of the 
debate on the va.rim.l'" dPpartrnonh: ar,rd 
C(~rb:tin sper1fic time" wPrc allotted for . dls­
cu"ion, with the result that we obt.amcd 
a discussion of all the items on the Esti­
Inatcs that we de.-ircd to disru::->~. Thar \Yas 
organisation; that was djl'cipline. EverY 
member's rights were preserved, or~lerly 
debate was forthcoming, and public opmwn 
wa~ kept informed. If !10n. n1etnhcr:-; oppo­
site are so disorganised that they cannot 
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Jo that, snrely they cannot blame the Go­
vernment for their lack of capacity! 

Resoluti?n 4-(Executive and Legislative 
-.Legislative .Assembly)-agreed to. 

to~csolulions 5 to 21, both inclusive, agreed 

Rcoolution 22-" l'rcrnier and Chief Sec­
retary's Department-Burean of Industry"-

1\lr. \VIEKHOLT (Passijem) [12.35 p.m.]: 
[ WISh to protest agamst the position we 
.have reached In regard to this Bureau of 
[ndustry. In two paragraphs of its report 
1t has recommended that the Government 
guarantee private companies to the extent of 
£600,000. That is committino- the State to 
an expenditure withou~ ParliamJnt having 
auy say. wl;lltever. I Wish to protest against 
Lhat pnnmplo and to say, as far as I am 
concemcd, l do not vote for this sum. I 
believe the hon. member for Hamilton has 
a smnlar outlook on the matter. I do not 
like to Sit in a division a!ono-I have had 
ono expenence and I do not want another 
-hut If the hon. member will join me I 
would call for a division as a protest against 
.this extraordmary disregard of sound prin­
Ciples of finance. 

Rc"'olution 22-(Premier and Chief Secre­
tary's Department-Bureau of Inclustry)­
agreccl to. 

, Resolutions 23 to 26, both inclusive, agreed 
,o. 

~csolutiou 27-" Ilom, Secrctur!/s Dr_ ')art-
Ill'- nt-Charitablc ln8titution.'i und (/runf~ " __ _ 

Mr. LAHCOMDE (Rockhampton) [12.37 
p.n1.]: I desire bnefly to support the request 
made to the Government for the establish­
meJ;t of a home for the aged and infirm 
m Central Queensland. The request has been 
-ub1mtted to the Home Secretary who while 
~emg sympathetically inclined 'points out 
h Is not possible to accede to it clurino­
thc currency of the present financial yeai';' 
I hope tl1at in the future, however, th~ 
rcquc,t will be granted. There are many 
rrasons why such a home should be estab­
lished. Inter alia, there is the question 
of thf' .nearness of the relatives and the 
fanul!anty of the aged people with their 
~urroundmgs. These are important factors 
to those whose course of life has been 
nm, ai_l-d who have reached the closing days 
of then· careers. Central Queensland is a 
very la;ge area and carries a fairly large 
popvJatwn as compared with that in other 
portwns of the State. Its industries are very 
nne and oncl~n·mg _and will expand. In 
general, the ~1str~ct IS a very, very promising 
ono, a~d Will ,JUstify the expenditure of 
money m the dn·ectwn suggested. Another 
aspect of the question is that the establishment 
of such a home in Central Queensland would 
relieve the pressure upon similar institutions 
",t Dumnch and the Eventide Home at 
Charters Towers. The Eventide Home is a 
credit to the Government and to the State 
an_cl_ exemplifies the very fine humanitaria~ 
spirit of those responsible for its establish­
ment. I am pleased to be able to voice 
the request of the people of Central Queens­
land for the establishment of a similar home 
for the aged poor in that portion of the 
State. I should like to pay a tribute to one 
of t

1
h<; very active spirits working for the 

csta,J!Jshment of that home, Mr. R. Bruce 
Dowmo. 11r. Downie is a man who has 
passed the allotted span of three score vears 
~ne! ten. and has done great work fo~ thA 
0tate. He was partly responsible for the 

establishment of the carnival week in Rock­
hampton in conjunction with the late Mr. R. 
R. Dawbarn, which is such a feature of the 
life of Central Queensland, and is known 
throughout the Commonwealth. Mr. Downey 
has done great work in emphasising the need 
for such a home. The aue.stion of the site 
of the proposed home is ~ matter I will not 
discuss at this stage. \Vhen it is decided 
to establish the home will be time enough 
for the Home Secrctrrry and his department 
to make investigations as to the best possible 
locatwn. I commend the proposal to the 
Home Secretary. I know he is sympathetic, 
and I trust that the financial position of the 
State will allow him to carry out the work, 
if not rlnring the currency of the present 
financial year, then as early as possible there­
after. 

The HCJ:\-IE SECRRTARY (Hon. E. :\f. 
Hanlon. lthacn) [12.41 p.m.J: The matter 
raised bv the hon. member for Rockhampton 
was broCtg-ht before me by a deputation that 
waited on me in Rockhampton during my 
recent visit there. On a survey of the posi­
tion of institutions for the aged and infirm 
in Queensland there is no doubt that there 
would be justification for ono in the Central 
clistrict. At the present time people in the 
Central district in need of such an institu­
tion either have to be brought to Dunwich 
or sent north to the Eventide Home at 
Charters Tower,. In manv Ca"·Os the old 
people arc separated by long distances from 
their relatives and families, if they have 
any. \Yhi!st entirely sympathetic towards 
the proposal of the dcputrrtion and the hon. 
member for Rockhampton, the Government 
felt that they >Yere not in a position to 
accede to the question just yet. Money 
could be provided from loan fund for this 
home, but in view of the prevailing financial 
situation the GoYernmont felt that they 
would hardly be justified at the present time 
in saddling the consolidated revenue fund 
with the annual cost of an institution of 
this kincl. Of course, finances have greatly 
in1proved, but it must be ren1C'1nbercd that 
we are yet far from a balanced Budget. If 
an institution of this kind is to he .of a nv 
value to the cornmunitv it must be well 
equipped and >Yell staffed so that the 
inmates mac· be "·ell looked after. That. in 
fact, is wh,Y those institutions are so ()xpen~ 
sive to conduct. I am sure that 110 hon. 
member would like an institution of this 
kind to be concluctecl in a parsimonious 
manner ·vdH:rc tho cornfort and welfare of 
the inmates were sacrificed to the expocliencv 
of keeping elm', n expense's to the degree tha't 
vvould be neces~ary to-day. lio"·ever, the 
proposal is receiving the very sympathetic 
consideration of the Go,·ernmcnt, ~ne! I have 
no hec:itation in a~suring the hon. mernber 
for Rockhan1pton that so soon as we can see 
our wav clear to face the annual cost of the 
upkeep' of such an institution the Govern­
ment 'vill again consider the matter. 

Resolution 27-(Home Secretary's Depart­
ment-Charitable Institutions and Gmnts)­
agreed to. 

Resolutions 2J to 38, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Heoolution 39-" DcpaTtment of P.ublic 
TT' orks-C!hiej Officc"-

Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [12.45 p.m.]: 
I should like to take this opportuuity to 
collgratulate the Secretary for Public \Yorks. 
the 1:nder Secretary, aucl the oflicials of 

· Mr. Gair.] 
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the Department of Public \Yorb upon the 
ab:c nJ<LlllH'l' in \Yhich thc·v haYe (·<nTied out 
t1J(\ir dutie~, c~pccially du1:·ing a lH'riod when 
public ·works acti\'itjes han! eon:'-iderably 
incrc·a~c'd. During the past tiYO years a. 
collsidc~rablc an1ouut of loan nl01lC\' ha~ been 
eA:peudcd upon a public ·works v'rograrnrnc. 
Hon. member' opposite hold the Yicw that 
it i~ \Yrouc_s _to. expend loan nlOllC;'\' on public 
,,-arks, hut It IS needle-'s for nw to ~a\ that 
1 take a contrar: YiC\Y, and that I belieye 
that during tin1cs of econon1ic :-tress loan 
tnoucy should be cxpt)ndcd upon alJlH'<JYed 
rL'l'roducti,-c works. \Vho can claiu1 or \Yho is 
prepared to claim that the erection of build­
ings to accornlY!odatc public oflicers and the 
erection and extension of asylurns. hospitals, 
schools, and similar institutions unJcr the 
control of the C overnrncnt do not cmtstitute 
necessary work and arc not reprc..,dnctive 1n 
smne form or another·.- .. .:.\ con~iclerable 
anlotult of loan n1oney has been expended 
by the Governn1c·r1t in this direction, and in 
this vvay nc'--c.~sar:,~ work has been carried 
out ancl con::iiclerablc on1ployrne11t has been 
given to men engaged in the bL,ilding trade. 
I tru;:.t that the Governrnent vvill corlti11uo 
to carry. out tl10ir policy providing for the 
construchon of mch pL!blic buildings as arc 
tl('C'f'SS<Jl'~. In this COl1Il('('tiOn it i~ vleasing 
to note that in carrying ont this vrograrnme 
work done hy the dav-labour svsten1 cmn· 
pares favourably \Vith work Carried out 
under the contract svf:tenl. DaY labour 
\vhich i~ the policy of ~the Gover·n~ne11t. car~ 
be jLHificcl to~clay just as it cm!ld be ·justi~ 
lied throughout the historv of Labour 
GoYcrinucnts. \\Fith proper s'ilvPrYision and 
the ~;Pl('ctiou of capable u1cn tlw \YOrk can 
Le ju~t a~ succPssfullv ca.rrlcd out under the 
day-Jabcur <YSt.Cnl U.s under the contract 

It is interesting to note on takinn· a surve~,y 
oi the building operations in Bri~banc .a11~1 
(']pyen other towns o[ the Btate that the 
Yalue of build~ng rJerruit~, ir1ducling go\'Crn­
nlcntal opera trolls, from J anuarv to .J UlH~ 
1934, disclo::ic an in en• a ~e of no le~s than 75 
r:l'l' cent., as. cou1pared svith the figures for 
the same ponod of 1932. That is a striking 
adYallCC, and is iudicative of the succct:<;; of 
tl,e ]JersistPnt efrorts of this Goverli!ncnt to 
stinwlate industr0~ and soh·c the proulem of 
llllPlllployrnent.. _ .. ,-\fter the I\loore Uovern­
ment were elected in 1929. the value of lmilJ~ 
iug per_ruits fpll rapidly. ·The figures during 
the regnuc of the l\Ioorc G-oYCl'fllllCllt 1'-T8l'A--

1929~30 

1930-31 
1931~32 

£ 
878.ql7 
610.428 
530,875 

Tlw>c figure' <lea rh· show the results of the 
deflation policy pursued b\~ tho :\loore Go­
YC.'nnnent. lul!n\cdiatcl~~ ~this Gon:r11111ent 
'\ Prc returned to office ihe figures began to 
impro,·e, as is shown in the foJloyying 
tu!J!e 

1e~2 33 
1933~34 

£ 
640,171 
929,407 

Tho last~nwntionecl amount is oYer £50.000 
higher than the Lest year during ·the 
}.loore Go,-crnrnent's period, and ov-er 
£400.00{) g-reater than the figure'. for their 
wor't year. This illustrates that in addi­
tion to pursuing a building policY with a 
,-lcw to :-tlrnulating lndustr.\· ancf' creating 
\York for the unemployed. tlw Government 

[Jlr. Uair. 

hlYe cn'atec! confidence and inclucccl the 
]Jnblit· to l'ngagc i11 buildiug, which nas 

iYcn <Lll added in11)etus to tl1at stirnu]n:-3. 
·e tlgurcs arf' a distinct indication of the 

high s:_u·ce~ of the policy of the Uo,·errnnent. 

I congratulate the officer.., of the Dcpart­
rucnt of Fublic "'\York:; ~~vho haYe 1nct this 
COibidcrablc incn:>ase in work so efficientlY 
and ~atisfacto1·ily to ail conccrn0d. Ther~ 
i::o a great clcal of vrelirniuary work in con­
nect ioH \Ylth budding~ of any description, 
C,')pu·ially in relation to tlH• prelirninnrv "lil'­

vcy~ aud the preparation of 1llaJ:~. Soi"ne of 
u~ rngy con1plain about th'-' dclav iu nro· 
C:t_-. dini wjth certain \YOrk in our cicct.or;~tes, 
lmt \Yhcn \V8 recognise ,,,hat the staff has. 
b('en, and i~ coping with, \YO rnust adrnit. 
that the~v arc pcrfonniDg their duties Yery 
::;ati:-factorily and expeditiously. 

:\lr. \o::-iAKll: h is their job. 

2'\lr. GAIR: The same staff that executed 
the diruinisheJ programme of the :\Ioore 
Govcrn1ncut has carried out the increased 
programnw of the present Goyernment ,,-ith~ 
out aclclitional assistance. That fact is worth 
rn_entioning. I arn rernincled, too, by the 
l\,Iiui::t.er. that during tho last two or three 
)"Pilr~ the rxpcudiiurc on Uovcr·nernnt ·work~ 
hus incrca"<'cl from £250.000 to £500.000. 
Tl1at in it~clf sllow5 1.rhat t lw polic\ of the 
Govcrnlllent is and the \York it muSt entail. 
The hon. member for East Toowoomba said 
that the officer 1vero be1ng paid for doing 
this Yvork. That is characteri>tic of the ho11. 
member for Ea't Toowoomba, who. when he 
\Yn.s an (•rnployer, S"\\'eatcd every mnployee in 
his emplO',I'; but that sweating of his en;. 
ployees did not saYe him from bankruptcy 

}Ir. AxX.\XD: You arc a damned liar! 

:\Tr. Ax;.;Axll having risen, 

:\1r. SPEAKER: Order! \Yill the hon~ 
D1Plnber for East Toowoornba pl('a'3e Tf'"l:Ul10 

Li~ ;.;c·nt '' I ask tlw hen. n1e1nber for Ea~t 
Too\voornlJa to \Yithdraw and apologise to 
the Iion~o for using those words. 

~lr. Ax::'\.\XD: I withdrnw with plea:o;urc~ 
ancl <>pologisc to the Hml'c, but, ::VIr. 
Spcak<•r. I cannot allow that to go on. 

2.\fr. SPEAKER: Order 1 

::VIr. AXXAKD: I rise to a point of order .. 
I wnut to ~cek your protection. :31r. Speaker, 
in thj;;; :House. I ask that :--on request tl1e 
Lon. rnernher for South I3ri~'JnJH.~ to \Yit1I­
clraw both state-1n0nts he nwde. Thcv an~ 
not on!:: untrue but also they arc offeneivc 
to n1o. 

1\Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I did not hear 
ihc statenwnt of the lion. member for South 
Dri,banc, but if the hon. member said 
anythiug- \Yhich is unparliarnc~ntrrry he ought 
to withdraw. 

:\ir. GAIR: I ha Ye no obcction to ,,.-ith~ 
drawing my statements if they arc objec~ 
tionable to tho hon. member for East Too­
wom1lba--

2\Ir. SPEAKER: Order ! 

l\Ir. GAIR: If you desire me to repeat 
what I oaicl, I said that the hon. member--

:\1r. SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps it 
would be better not to repeat anything. If 
the hon. member has withdrawn, the inci~ 
dent may be considered as closed. 

Tllr. GAIR: I understood that you wished 
me to repeat the statement, i\fr. ~Speaker. 
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As I was proceeding to say when the hon. 
lllf'Illbcr for East Touwoo1nba pcrsistoutly 
iJ:rcrjcctccl and brought trouble upon hin1~ 
, •. jf. it is all vNy well for some hon. mem­
l' rs to sav that the public servants are 
\il'll paid for what they are doing. That 
HHt or rnn v not Le so. but I arn one of 
tbo.sc •.Ylw hc!ieYe that· thr> least that we, 
a~ n·pre;;;cntariYes of the rwople, can do. is to 

our appreciation of the Yery efficient 
_ ,.,lT\~ice in Qucen.3land and to register 

Ol!t' gratification at their h('ing able to rneet 
a1: ~uch as tho lJndcr Secretary 
for rtmcnt of Public 1\-orks and his 
Huff ha \'t~ f'Uccccdccl in uwcting in relation 
to rap!U and considerable in1pro..-ernc~nt in 
tk• works programme of the present Go· 
YC'l. _,Ill('l1t. 

r:l~o take this opportunity of congratu­
).lr. L. P. D. O'Connor, the manager 

"f State c\chances CoqJOration, which 
o;,c of the sub~clepartmcnts associated with 

Department of Public vYorks. .Mr. 
<YC·Jnnor is a Yery ·capable and eHictent 
(iflic< r. a11d in addition possesses qualifica­
tiom that fit him to occupy this position at 
a ti1ne wh('n ::-vn1pathctie consideration rnust 
be cxtc•ndccl to necessitous cases. I extend 
that of appreciation to the cflicient 
staff is co-operating with :Yir. O'Connor 
111 earrving out the irnportant hotBing 
1'd!PllH'S ·for the people of Queensland. .t-\ 
pcnnal of the report of the State Ach·ances 
Corporation rcycals in son1o dcgr,~c the mag­
nltud(' of its \York. I was arnazed to fi1Hl 
that tlJe total loans approved from the inccp· 
tiou of tite aflyances for \vorkcrs' chvdlings 
in 1910 up to 30th .June, 1934, amounted to 
;;-;7 Z:.l5,310. and that the total amount 
ad.-ancecl in that period was £6,486,211. The 
arnount repaid by borro\vcrs in that period 
j, £3.~.J5.714. and the amazing feature of 
the r lJOl't i' that the los,es written oft in 
rf':--ncct of V'Orkcrs' d\YL'11ings a1nounted to 
,,,];~ £476 from tho inception of the scheme 
in 1910 to the close of the year 1918-19. and 
thHt duri11g the last fift0en :vcars no losses 
La' c had to bo \nittcn off. That is a grea.t 
cr-rurliLncnt. fir~t to the honesty of the 
p( 0plc of quec•nslalld, aud. secondly, to th~ 
v-i,·~ achni11isb·atioi1 of this dcpartrncnt. I 
1:!!'t'i' PlY conrrratulations on that splPnfli.J 

and I t~·ust the department will pur-
'-'UP :-:.n me poiic. r in future. It is to the 

crl'dit of 1 hP adrninistrators of the 
adi.-itics in Queensland that 

is exlH'LS~od of their actions 
bonrt fide clients who havP made 

for relief owing to unforeseen 
such as ill11e~-.;-;, u.nclnploy­

in \Yngcs, and all those 
that In vc been suffered b.- the 

c'n•at bnik of the people during- the. past 
fjye or six ycar,o.;. To cYcrv bona-fide case the 
ckpnrhn0n£ lws display('d~ tho greatest syrn­
pothv and cxteuzled the most favourable 
co.nsideration. 

~,lr. LARf'O:JIBE (Rockl"'mpton) [2 p.m.]: 
1 ck ,ire to compliment the Minister and 
the lLpartmcnt of Public \Yorks upon the 
Jlltbl'c Luilclings policy inaugurated and being 
(·arried nut in Rockhan1pton. Tho existing 
lm~1dinr··~ have been renovated and repaired 
g-er~cra!Iy. Hn(1 haYe been n1ade 1noro con­
veHin"t nntl therefore more comfortabk for 
thfl peopln \Yorking in then1, as ,,·ell as more 
attractive n:ternally. I congratulate the 
?.!ini,ter and the Government upon the erec­
t ion of a vcrv fine up-to-date police court 
builcliiiL; in Rockhampton. The work is 

almost completed, and the edifice will pro­
vide a fine addition to the architectural 
attractivenc~s of the citv. as well as afford 
additional accon1n1odatiOn. 

I fiU\'e a further congratulation to offer 
to the GovernJJ!C:nt and the dopartinent­
that ie, upon the decision to erect further 
public buildings in the State Government 
block in Hockharnpton. I received an inti­
mation from the Secrdarv for Public \Yorks 
a few davs au:o in whicl~ he convev\~d that 
decision. c That \Yill proYide a cont;nuity of 
building polic.v for Hockhampton, and the 
erection of up··to-date buildings 'vill provide 
additional mnploy1,1Cnt for artisans and 
labourers in the Rockhampton district. For 
many n1onths past a good nurnber of artisans 
and unskilled \Yorkers in Rorkhampton have 
been rngaged on public building work, and 
the decision to continue the building policy 
will provide furth<'r work for these people. 
Another building the Go.-ernmcnt propose 
to erf•ct in the Rockhampton district, in 
the electorate of the member for Fitzroy, 
is a school building at Allcnstown. The 
men1bcr for Fitzrov ancl rnvself haYc been 
aclYised that c ,tim.ntcs are 'being prepared 
for a new school building for the Allens­
town district. Pupils from both Rockhamp­
tou and Fitzrov electorates attend that 
school. OYer 700. pupils are educated in tho 
pr0•,cnt school bui1ci1ng. which is OYer­
crowded. and ample pro.-ision for th(;m will 
be rnadc in the new bui lcling to 1Yhid1 I have 
rnadc reference. 

\\'e frequentl:v hear critici.m1s of the depart­
llH'nts and of "Gon~rnrn<)nt;;; fot· cleflciPncics, 
but I \Yonld like to place on record tho 
appreciation of tli<• citizcm of Hockhampton 
and m:vsdf for the excellent public building 
policy that is being proceeded with in the 
Rockhan1pton clistric+. 

:Yir. l.LEWELY:'\ (Yootcoom ba) [2.5 p.m.]: 
During the cousidt>ration of this vote in 
Comn1ittcc I was ab,cnt. and therdorc di·d 
not have an opportunity of l'xpn~:-;sing n1y 
appreciation of the pnhlic works policy of 
this Govcrnu10nt in. ~o far a5 n1v electorate 
\va~ conccrn0d. _\.ccording- to '• I-Ian::<arcl," 
the hon. n1e111ber for East- TCJo\voornba said 
he conic! not compliment the Government 
upon an:v work that had l1een done in 
Toowoon1ba dnring the preceding- twE'lvc 
months. I challcugc the hon. member. to 
outline anv work of nn C'.~scntial Ol' attractive 
nature caiTiecl out in that citv during the 
three VC'al'f' of the ::\Ioorc GoYCl:un1crn'~ term_ 
of office. A complete s1nvey has been made 
of the Govcrnn10nt building- rcquir01nents of 
the citv of Too\vomnba. ThP hon. n1en1bcr 
for Ea,;t Too\YOomba knew that a programme 
had been outlined and actuallv entered upon 
in pursuance of the Govcnln10nt'~ policy. 
It would ha ,~e been but courteous for him 
to haYP made reference to the grrat advan­
tage that the policv of the Government 
means to the citv of Toowoomba. I venture 
the opi1Jion that· -..vhPn onr ne-..v police station 
i' completed it \Yill be a building ,.~orth:v 
of our rity and in k0cping \Yith thP dignity: 
of the purpos0 for \Yhich it }c.; intr'lld('(l. I 
am very happy to say that I have been 
advised bv the Department of Puhlic Imtrnc~ 
tion that~ we are to han' a new building 
for intermediate school nurnoses on the 
pre~ent site of the :Xorth Too~woornba State 
School. and in addition a l1C\V ~trncture 
for primar:v in~truction purposes on the 
~an1e "itc. A11 thc~c things arc a ~ource of 
consid0rable plcaf'urc to n1r. anrl give great 
satisfaction to the people of Toowoomba. 

Mr. Llet~o·el!Jn.] 
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I11 conncdion with the public building 
policy of thP Goycrnrucnt, rnention has been 
made of the merits of the da v-labour 
system as against the contract system" for the 
con~trnction of builrlings. I sincerely 
exprcs.') the hope that the contract ~ystenr 
will be avoided as far as po"cible by tlw 
GoYernrncnt.. The insidious rnet~JOds and 
the pernicious effects_ of that s....-stcrn are 
.apparPnf. to all rncn.dJcrs. I dcsi~P to state 
in this }Iouse rny opinion on t}JO contract 
,-crsu' day-laLour principle of Llllilding 
COJ'-.;:trucbon. 

J\lr. A:-;:-;A:\D: You built the Tracles Hall 
in Too\,,·oornba by contract. 

Yrr. LLE\VEL Ye'\ : I know did, lmt 
that doe_, not alter my opinion one iota. 
At all eycnts, vdlCll that building Y\"as being 
constructed the '" orkn1cn did not con1n1ence 
work before 8 a.m. and finish after 5 p.m. 
The hon. member knmvs as well as I do 
that under the contract systcrn as it 
obtain, in Toowoomba. it is the c{Istorn to 
work before and after thc:~c hours. 

:\h. A:iKAXD: No, I do not. I do not 
poke round these jobs. 

:\Ir. LLE'v\'ELYN: The hon. member 
rnu~t know. Under the contract svstcnr 
unc'nlploycd men, anxious for work; are 
'"cutting one another's throat;," in their 
endeavours to get a. contract at anv old 
price, and in 111any instances are not' able 
to fulfil their obligations. 

Another matter that I take the OJlpOr­
tunity of bringing forward under this vote 
i~ my oLjcction to the ren1arks nrade by 
the hon. rncrnber for East rroovvoon1ba 
when the voto of the Department of Public 
\York.s was being considered in Con1111ittee. 
l-Ie i~ reported in " I-Iansard " a.s rnaking 
the statement thut the Builders Lauom·urs' 
Lnion in TooiYOomba had cl-osed its book. 
I \Ya~ not in the Charnbcr· at the t irnc but 
111} nttc11tioll has been dr1. \Yn to the ~tatc­
ruent bv the Secrctar~,~ of tbc Toowoornba 
Buildf'r~ LaLonrers' Onion, and I ask tho 
iudu1gencL~ of the l-Iou:•c \Vhilc I read the 
letter frmH that gcntlen1an--

::\Ir. Axl\~XD: I got one yesterday fronr 
the ~au1c quarter. 

Yh. LLE\YELY="J: The hon. 
also read his if he ~o desires. 
1~ a~ fotJ<Y1\'S: -

n1ember can 
The letter 

·' 16 Elcanor otreet, 
"Toowoornba. 1st ::\ovember, 1934. 

":Hr. E. .J. Llewelyn, 
" Parliament House, Brisbane. 

"Dear Sir -Follo,vincr rny converstl­
tion, per 'phone, with o :.on y~sterclay, 
I am enclosing copy of letter which I 
have sent to 11/Ir. Bruce, denying the 
statement of the munbor for East Too­
woornba. As you kno\v, it is hard 
enough now to try and get things going 
]le<~ccfullv without outbursts of this 
nature. c'!.fany people aro on!:: too fund 
of giYinp; lin1clight to such utterance~, 
and Dluch darnage i8 d-one before we 
have time to deny them." 

l ha Ye rc«d the letter to the House because 
it is a direct denia.l of the ctatement by 
the hon. member· for Ea"t Toowooml1a. 

Yrr. AK:\A2';D: That is the statement by 
the union. I haw' the statement by the 
"\Vorker in rny bag. 

[Jl!T. Llewclyn. 

Mr. LLE\YELYN: I am prepared to 
accept tho a~surance of the secretary of the 
union that the books of the union in Too· 
woombu are not closed. The hon. member 
for East Toowoomba also st.ated that it was 
nPcessary for a workman to have a union 
ticket before he could commence to work on 
these jobs, but tlmt statement also is untrue. 
If a rnan is not a mernber of a union and 
desires to work on public buildings he is 
allowed four weeks in wbicb to qualify as 
a member. That practice has been faithfttlly 
carried -out in rroowoornba, and the men 
engaged in the industry are satisfied that it 
is being honourably observed. 

Mr. CLAYTON (TVide Bcty) [2.14 p.m.]: 
I haYe no desire to delay the debate, because 
I know that hon. members on this side are 
very anxious to discuss the resolutions deal· 
ing with the Department of Labour and 
Industry. They may be rather optimistic 
in their belief that that opportunity will 
he extended to them, but the Treasurer 
should welcome any opportunity to receive 
constructive suggestions that may be in the 
interests of the unemployed in this State. 

I was prompted to rise and speak on this 
resolution bv the remarks that have been 
made by th~ hon. member for Toowoomba. 
I know that he and his colleagues on the 
other side of the House were very keen on 
the day-labour system during the early days 
of Labour Governments, and I well remem­
Lcr the i'we of that little red book, 
"Socialism at \York," which was distributed 
amongst tlw members of the party some years 
ago. In that publication the efficacy of the 
day-labour system was upheld whilst the 
contract system was condemned. I casually 
came across a report which appeared in the 
"Courier-Mail " of 22nd February, 1934. In 
that paper I found this astounding announce· 
ment-

" Toowoo>IBA. 
" NEW TRADES HALL. 

" Plans ,have been drawn and a contract 
has been let for the erection of a new 
Trades Hall in Toowoomba, in Little 
Russell street, ac:joining the Princess 
'l'heatre. The estimated cost is £4,000. 
Originally the Trades Hall was situated 
in iYfargaret street, on the present site 
of the Church of Christ, but after that 
property was disposed of the local labour 
organisations occupied rented roorns in 
Searle's :buildings. The new hall rs 
expected to meet union requirements in 
Toowoomba for the next fifty years. 
The contractors are :Messrs. Kcll and 
Rig·by, of Brisbane, and the architect 
is :Mr, M. C. Williamson, Toowoomba." 

There is a case where the Labour Party 
departs from the day-labour system--

::'llr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
member p!L'aso explain what that has to do 
with the resolution under discussion? 

Mr. CLAYTO;'{: It may not have very 
much to do with the resolution, but I am 
surp it is of great interest to the members 
of this House. 

Let me now proceed to discuss the question 
of the expenditure of public moneys under 
the day-labour system as against th<J contract 
system. By the ado]ltion of the contract 
system the people in the country during the 
past few years have been provided with a 
great many more schools than was previously 
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the case. Speaking on the Estimates of the 
lJcllartmC'nt of Public \Vorks in 1926, I 
poi'ntecl out that under the day-labour policy 
uf the Labour Govermnent a school at Bell's 
lh:dge, with di1no11Si0ns 21 foot bv 18 feet, 
cost £649, that another school at ~1unna 
Cnek, 18 feet bv 21 feet. cost £642. and 
ti..u another school at Ki~ Ora cost · £609. 
1 ~1:dcr the contract svstcrn the same schools 
are fwing built for 'about £320. Follow­
jllg the \,·illingncss of tht~ Labour Govcrn­
Il1Pllt tfJ have ~chools con~tructed under the 
cmJL.l'act systcnn, as ·well as under' the day­
ldJour •ystc•m, the people in the country 
h-. hP(~ll pro\-idf'ld with greater educational 

for their chilclren. I congratulate 
tlw Goyenuncnt on their rcycrsal of policy, 
bee u•c the money has been expencled with 
grca!er ach·untage to tl~e people. I could 
ah, point to the opinion of Mr. \V. H. 
l)erHailJP, prPsident of the Central Executive 
of tl1e Labour Party, coucerning the day­
labour quc~tion. \Vhnn the Govcrnn1011t vvere 
uwking- 1nono~,- available for the construction 
of hospital buildings at ::\Iaryborough in 
1927 the ticpartment estimated that the cost 
of that work would lJe £44,000. Mr. 
De m a in c. ono of the leaders in the Labour 
lllOYellll'l;t. and a :;;taunch a<-h·oca.to of the 
dav-labonr S""·stcm. was forcecl to abandon his 
pr;nciplc :u]d accept a tender of £30,000 
from a pri,·ate contractor. That tender 
was based on the same plans which had 
bc0n dra·,yn up by the Department of Public 
\Y orb. The contributors to the ~Iary­
boroug"h Disl rict Hospital ere, m:dcr the 
contract system. saYcd £14.000. I congratu­
late the Go,-ornnJcnt on ha,-ing followed the 
policy enunciatul from this side in that 
respect. and I trust that in the futuro, as at 
present. we shall obtain a greater return 
fro1n the n1one_y placed on the Estirnates by 
the aduption by the Labour Party of the 
contract sy8tmn in preference to the day­
labour that has been so ruinous to 
thi~ 

:i\lr. GLED~-lO::\ (lp."'"·i,/,) [2.19 p.m.]: I, 
too. take this opportunity of ··,::tying a word 
on the qne~tion before ihc l-J ousc. 

::\lr. ::\LIX\\ ELL: \Yhy do you stonewall' 

Mr. GLEDSOI\: The hon. member for 
Toowong· f'.hould kHow enough aLout :;;tone­
\Yal1ing. I congratulate the ?d!nistcr on 
the Ncction of such a fine stonewull of 
l.Jiidi·.gs b:- day labour aroLmd this State. 

I\tr. 11AX\YELL: At the Ipswich raihYay 
station. 

Mr. GLRDSOI\: If I werP to give a dis­
sertation on the attitude of the Moore Go­
YernnH'lH in respeLt of the Ipswjch raihn1;.' 
:-tntion I shnu1d be out of order. lweuuso 
till' \\'arks Department had nothing to do 
\Ylth the ccs~ation of tho:;;c; op<-•rations; it 
having been done under thr~ instructimJs uf 
thP cx-Secrdarv for Rai~\Yays. I cannot Le 
dnnnt off the irack. " 

The' lJOJL n1emh(•r for l1ocklutnlpton con­
nlated the d.·p~_ll'tnll'llt on thr; excellcncf~ 

work ill that CClltrt~ and the YC'C\' Iiun 
public buildin~,s erected under it::; snl>erYi­
:<mi. 1. too, desire to congratnlatc tho 

on the very fine lmildings it is 
to erect in I11swich. It is true they 

not been built vet. There are a mun­
lcr•l· of public building,; in Jp,;wich thrrt have 
la•cll e1·ecrr'd for flftv' or sixtv vears. The 
rlepai'tl11Cnt js rctnoc]elling thos~ Luildj11g~, 
and I u11der~tand inteud._:; crccti11g some 

buildings vvhich will be a credit not only 
to itself. including the architect""' but also 
to Ipswich ancl the district. I know that the 
::\Iinistcr ill carry out that \York by day 
labour as the depanrncnt ha::; a l!Ulnber 
of n1c{1 in Ip:,wich who ha Ye been f rccting 
puLlic lmildings by day labour and have 
performed their work equally as ef!iciently 
as if they had bcl'n v,-orking for a conttactor. 

So1nc ti1nc ago the dcpartnlent eree:1cd a. 
new section at the asvlum in Ipswich. That 
new building is ntil{secl for housing young 
patients who have been brought from 
variou"s parts of Queensland. It. has enabled 
thE~ n1cdical superintcndCltt to separate these 
tmfortunate children from the adult patients. 
The medical superintendent conferrecl \\ith 
the architectural branch of the> department 
as to the tvpe of building tequited. Plans 
were dmwr"; up accordingly, after vvhich the 
department set to work not to call tenders 
to earn out the work but to construct the 
building by day labour. _\ foreman, who 
had been on relief v.cork, "\Vas engaged and 
placed in charge of th.::> cor:~truction \YOrk, 
w hi eh was carried to a successful issue. 
The cost as estimated by the department on 
the plan,; vv-as £5.126, but the building "·as 
completed for £4.876. The bu ildiug is a 
credit not onh to the ·works Department 
but also to the workmen who built it, for 
thE-~ ven: fine n1anner in which th{~ building 
v. as eroded left l]() g-round for complaint. 
l~nlikc the experience ith quite a number 
of contract job:.-, "-here buildings haYe had 
to be pnllf'd to pit'ct ancl rebnilt bccan:.-e 
of inherent faults, this building \YR..; pa~ . ..:.r'd 
b:v' the jnspector::'i and stand:-. a~ a '--triklng 
trilmtc• to the exceilcncc of the \York of thro 
1aen vvho built it. fron1 the forewan in charge 
of the joh to the ordinar" labourer. In 
com]lally with the Home Secretary I had the 
priYilec;e of being present at the opemng 
of that building, which externally and mter­
nall v is in consonance with the purpose fo1· 
whiCh it \Yas built. Donnitories haYc been 
l'f!uipprd with furniture that is both up. to 
dai:e and hvgicnic. -Years ago the equipping 
of these in~stitutions \Yith Fuitablc furniture 
was no mean problem. but th:mks to the 
activ-ities of the Department of Public \V orb, 
bedding- and other cqnipn1cnt has bc;.:·n pro­
Yidcc1 which not on1y proYides for the con1-
fort of thr~ inmate~ 1ut n 1-.:o :::c~·urp-.: tiH'JJJ 
arrainst. accident. Baths and laYatol'ie:::; have 
b~en established on the most up-to-date Iincs. 
_\s a reprcsentatiYfl of the. people I should 
be failing· in mv dntv if T cl!d not gn·e < recht 
to the :\Iinistei' ancl to his officers for the 
building and equipping of that very fine 
~hildren's hospitaL 

In its widespread actiYities during the 
last nwh·e months tl1e Department of Public 
\Vorks has contributed in no ::-n1<-dl degree 
to the allev-iation of the unemployment pro­
blem, for ,,-ark h"" be''n found for hundreds 
of n1cn who nreYiou:-lv \Yere unemp1oved. 
Most unernplo,;ed plasterers and bricklayers 
h,tVC' ~Jf'C'\ll'r:>d vernploymcnt, and in addition 
\York ha, been found for 1nany carpenter···, 
builders' laLonrers, and ordinar~y lal'onrers. 
So tl1at the contt-ibution of the department 
to the ,olution of the nnemployrnont problem 
is worthv of the higlwct commendation. 

:\or c~~n the 'York- of this dPpartment in 
rl'garcl to the impro\·emuJt of school bnild­
iJJgs be ov-erlooked. At IpS\nch the Central 
Bovs' School ancl the Central Girls' School 
ha,~l a n10::1t out-of-elate sanitary systmn, and 
the :::.anitarv p.cryice IYa;;;; effected sornctimr-'' 
when pnpifs were at school. ApprO\·al was 

Jlfr. Gledson.] 
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given for the Department of Public ·works 
to install an up-to-date septic system. The 
work was completed and the septic system 
has been operating at both these schools for 
a month, with advantage both from the point 
of view of hygiene and from the aspect of 
general appearance and cleanliness. The 
efll,u vi urn associated with the old out-of-date 
system is now absent. and the new s:v.stem, 
with its beneficial effects on the health of 
the children and teachers, is a standing tri­
bute to the excellent work of the Department 
of Public \Yorks. There are two or three 
other schools in the district where the insti­
tution of the same hygienic system would 
be appreciated. It has been proved that the 
expenses of the department have been less 
where thn new system has been instituted. 

Everv hon. member re-cognises the splendid 
work that the department, under your direc­
tion, :Yir. Speaker, has carried out in th1s 
1-Iousc. For ruanv vcars linoleurn 1;va.s used 
to cm·or the floors: 'rts appearance was good 
for a certain period, but when it became 
worn and holes appeared in it, hon. members 
often wondered if the rats had paid us a 
Yisit. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

lllr. GLEDSOX: I wish to commend the 
Department of Public \Y"orks for the work of 
putting down the new parquetry floors. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! 

:\Ir. GLEDSOX: I thought the department 
undertook this work. 

1\Ir. SPEAKER: The Department of 
Public \Yorks had nothing- whatever to do 
with it. 

1\lr. GLEDSOX: I am sorrv; I thought 
it had. I understand that the painting of 
this House was done by the department, 
and I desire to comnwr.-d those responsible 
for the bright appearance that has resulted. 
I hope that brightness will be reflected in 
the debates in this 1-Iouse. 

The hon. memlwr for \\"icle Bay said that 
the DPpartnwnt of Public \Vorks was not 
prcparL•d to accept anv constructive ideas 
from the members of , the Opposition. If 
there is Oll(:' voto on which constructive ideas 
should be offered it is this, becuuso it is the 
Departmc11t of Public Works that does the 
con:-3tructlon work. \Y c de; ire to kno\v \V here 
the cm,structivc ideas of the Opposition arc. 
ClJJC bc\gins to \Yonder wJ1cther a. saw, a 
c1a\v hannnPl', or a chisel is necessar~v to open 
this n:ondcrfu! box of new ideas that the 
Opposition are supposed to possess. If in 
fact they can prodw.e one that would help 
the dPpartment in its work or add to the 
architectnral beautv of its buildings, I am 
sme it would g·laclly adopt it. 

The hon. member for Xanango introduced 
into tlw discu~~ion the question of t]JO 
respective merits of the contract and day-
labour of building construction. 
For as as I ran l'PD1t'n1Lcr that has 
b0cn a annual in this Parli:_;_nlcnt. 
\\.,..c 1w .. Ye always cli:;:.eusscd it at some stap-c 
or ntlH'r of a parliarnentar~' f;C~0 --ion. The 
hnn. nH'niLcr read out cPrtain figure~ in 
reference to the constructio'l of three school 
building~. and infonnecl tbc Ifou-;c es to 
the cost of a shell of a building 18 fed long. 
vYe know that is not all that the cost 
includr<L hecauso the figures included the 
<'O"t of fiti ing 8nd furniShing the building·. 
The h<m. mentbCT led us to believe that the 

[Jlr. Glalson. 

co,t was simply for the shell, and that it 
could have been built much more clwa1Jly 
by contract. Hon. members opposite merely 
give the contract price for the construction 
of the building itself. hut the dcpal"tment"s 
figure;; include not only the co.3t of con~ 
,truction hut also the fittings and furniture, 
in £,act eyerything in the building ready for 
it8 legitirnate purpo.sc. In my e1octorat~' 
some peuple comider that thc,y could have 
work done far more clwaply by lNting a 
contra-ct, but it was found that the con­
tractors obtained their \Yorkrnen not front 
QLwensland but from New South \Vales. 
After part of the work had been done the 
contractors found that thev could not co»l­
plete the job. and sorneboch- dse had to he 
found to catTv out the work to it:;: concht­
sion. The sm1H:- thing l1as occurrt1 d in l3ri3-
bane--contractor.s abandoned certain \VO!'k, 

LLlid it had to be completed by the r1 ay­
labour .systern. 

The Department of Public vYorks is doing­
a splendid work, not only in the mainten­
ance of existing building·s and the erection 
of further Jmblie buildings, but also in 
rnaking a contribution to the solution of 
the uncrnployn1ent problen1. It is providing 
full work and wages for a great nurnber of 
men who had uot been employed for some 
considerable time. I certainly commend the 
de1mrtment upon its policy, and trust that 
it 'vill continue on those lines. 

}fr. AI\NAKD (East Toou-oomba) [2.40 
p.m.]: I shonld like to say a few >Yards 011 
this Yote, particularly as I was indec·ently 
spoken to this rnorning \vheu I saw fit to 
nw.ke an intL'rrnption in reference to public 
scryants. ~obody has a greater aLhniratlon 
for men who do their jobs than I. I do 
not think that the public scrYants read wiih 
an) pleasure the rcn1arks that are constantly 
being made in this }louse, rnaking ii appcnr 
that the,- are heroes because the,- do the 
work th~~t ihf\Y arc engaged to per~fonu. 

I desired reall 0· to reply to tLe hon. mem­
ber for Too\YOOlnba, and I wish to ~a .. y thaL 
I regret that 1vhen I spoke in t,his :House I 
did not kno1v that a ne\v police station \\-a~ 
to be erected in Toowoomba. Tho hon. mem­
ber for Toowoomba evidently knew of it. The 
first I knew of it was when I telephoned 
later to the police on a Ycry urgent matler, 
and found that there was not a telephone 
at tho police siation. I arn 11ot castigating 
anybody for that this afternoon. Far from 
it ! I then \\ eut round to give my rnc;-:;s3.gl~ 
to the police station Yerbally, and I found 
that things were in a state of confusion. 
~\I! the fCn·niture was being- mm·ecl, and I 
'.ras told that tho new building had com­
n1cnred. I wish to as~ure the hon. n1en1ber 
for Too".\"oomba that is the ver· lir.'t I looe»· 
of it. I h.Hl no idea at all wbell 1 spoke. 

:\Ir. LLEVJELYX: The mayor of the city·: 

:\lr. A.:-i:\"AXD: No. The mavor of Too­
woornba '.'-aS neYer ach·ised. I rlad llO idea 
cith('r as n<ayor of tho city of Too\voom b,t 
or as parlian1entury repro~cntatiYo for East 
:t,O,OIYOotnha lhat the new r~olice station wa . ..; 
omng comnwnced. 

The hon. member for Tomvoomba quote-cl 
a leth'r from tho secretary of the Toowoomba 
Builders' Labourers' Uni"on taking exceptio:1 
to ID!~ ren:arks in this Chamber on n pl~eyjou~ 
occasion. I ccrtainlv made use of that 
ron1a.rk, and I reecivcCl a. letter ihis nlornjn:_; 
fron1 the secretary of that union a-3suring 
rnc that such \Ya.s not the case. I arn sorry 
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to ha;-e to i.nt"oduce this domestic matter, 
but the hon. member for Toowoomba saw 
fit to bring the rnatter up. I have with me 
the letter from my informant setting out the 
facts of the case, ~nd I am quite prepared 
to hand it over tc, the hon. member for 
Too\vomuba, because the n1an resides in his 
.electorate. I can give him the facts of that 
{_·asP, a11d others bcsid'!s. This man is cer­
tainlv three years in a:rcars with his union. 
He h a builder's labourer. The secretary 
of the Builders' Labourers' Union in Too­
woornba wrote to the hon. member for 
Toowoomba. and also wrote to me. A reso­
lution has been pa,;sed by that union to the 
eiiect that uo tickets will be issued while 
work is on the board at the Labour Bureau. 
That was an enigma to me. I had no idea 
how it aiiectcd this man. 

1\lr. SPEAKER: Order! How does the 
matter affect this particular resolutio.n? 

Mr. "\:\"?\AND: I expected to be called to 
order, bnt it affects this particular resolu­
Lon in this way : The hon. membm: for 
Toowoomba assures me that the public works 
that are being constructed at Toowoomba 
ar•., being carried out by the Department 
n[ Public V\orkc. This individual is anxious 
to cugago in those jobs that are financed 
out of this vote, but he is debarred from 
becoming a member of the union or getting 
a ticket in the union. As a citizen of Too­
woomba he claims the same r·ight >LS any 
other n1an to engage in this \YOrk, whjch is 
being proYiclcd out of this particular vote, 
but he has to be content with taking an odd 
job or· two ofl"ered l1y the Department of 
Labour and Industry iu that city. I should 
hke the hon. member for Toowoomba to see 
this man when he goes back to Toowoomba. 
This is purely a domestic trouble, but it was 
i·1tcoduccd into this Chamber, and I am 
sorr:· that I have had to refer to it. 

1\Ir. LLEWELYN: I did not introduce it. 
You brcught it up before. 

:\Ir. A:\":\"A:"i"D: I brought it up because 
it im·olvecl the ri•Tht to work Hon. mem­
bers on this side !:re anxious to reach other 
r.solutions that are listed for discussion, 
and I shall not dela.v the debate on this 
resolution any longer~ I should not haxc 
spoken at all had the matter not been 
raised Ly the hon. member for Toowoomba. 

ii<lr. BIL\SSI:'\iGTO::-i (f'ortitudc !"rtllcy) 
[2.44 p.nl.]: During my speech on the Address 
in Reply I ndvocatod tlw eonstruction of <1 

11cw police station in Fortitude \'alley, and 
I arn ,lJQY\' pleased to be able to ray that verT,• 
short!? tl>e Dq1<trtrncnt of Public ~Works 
\\·ill undcrtnko the construction of this new 
building. I appreciate tlH~ action that i:-5 
to be taken in this direction, and I 
the hope that the time is not far 
when the dcpurhncnt 1,:ri1l con:-:tru-ct a TlC\V 

ralhvay Ntation, ot at lea :et rnakc sub,: antial 
inl]ll'OY0111Cnts to tliP cxistinrr raihva~' sta­
tion at Brunswick Street to bring thilt Lui!d­
ing up to elate. E-Ion. H1Cn1Lers O]lposite 
IHn·r l orJt1cmtwd the policy of tho Govern 
1ncnt in Sllcndillg" loan II101H~Y upon the con~ 
:::1 ructiou of public \York~. and in joilling 
i"ll'-' with them on that point. I want to 
point out that there is a lot to Le said 
in fa· our of that policy, which is now being 
<Carried out b)' the department throughout 
the Rtatt'. H is hi;rhly desirable that old 
buildinvs should he improved, and that new 
i•ublic buildings should be constructed, first 

to enable the occupants of the buildings to 
carry out their duties with a greater degree 
of comfort, which is possible only by the use 
of modern up-to-date buildings; and, 
secondly, because future generations will be 
able to utilise these buildings to the fullest 
extent. Hon. members on this side are 
j mtified in claiming that in the construction 
of public buildings it is a wise policy to 
make provision for the present and to plan 
also for the future. It should be the policy 
not only of the present Government, but also 
of any Governrncnt, to make as much work 
as possible available for our people, and in 
this connection hon. membero opposite can 
be taken to task for their lack of policy 
during their three years in power. They 
closed down on building operations wherever 
possible, and retarded the activities of every 
department under their ~ontrol. with the 
result that increased num hers of men and 
women were placed on the unemployment 
market. Contrast the policy of the late Go· 
vernn1ent, \Yhich \Vas a policy of despair, 
with the policy of the present Government 
now being carried out by the Department 
of Public \Vorks ! The policy of the present 
GoYernn1cnt is a policy of progress tending 
to give the largest rneasure of crnployn1ent 
in the shortest possible space of time. 

1\lr. KE~XY: \Yhat loan monev was avail­
aliie when the Moore Government were in 
power? 

Mr. BRASSI~GT0:'\1: I would remind 
the hon. member for Cook that the J\IIoore 
Govcrrnnont took oYer a balance of approxi­
mately £5,000,000 from the outgoing Govern­
ment in 1929, and it is idle for him to ask 
what loan monev was available then. He 
would be better "employed in explaining to 
u~ how the ~1oore Governrncnt rnisspent the 
magnificent sum of money left to them by 
tho 1\TcCormack Government. 

I "~as a bout to dea1 with a vcrv interest­
ing point in connection with o'ur public 
buildings. \Y c have created a tourist 
bureau for the pm·po'e of attracting tourists 
to this State. I am sun, it is the desire of 
e\~cry hon. u1cmber, irrc~pcctivc of his p·oli­
tical creed. that the Tom·i,t Bureau should 
bL' in a position to pcint ont to thc~e touri~t;.; 
the fine put1lic buildings \Yhich have been 
<'roctPcl. Consequently, the policy of the 
Tourist Burc a.u in encouraging· tourists to 
corne to Quccn."1rtnd is in consonance with 
tile policy of the Deparlrnent of Public 
\Vorks in constructing magnificent public 
buildings throughout the Rtato. The depart­
tncnt h ::ts son1cthing to ~ho\'V 1 hc:::o YisHor.s. 
of which it can be v·cll pl'Oud. 'That is a 
very laudable policy on its part. 

Hon. members opposite have bl'Ought for­
\Vard nwny argutnenb lu an endeavour to 
bolster up a, tin1e~\'\'Orn ca:-:o in favour of 
colltract \YOrk as against day labour. r:l~hOl'O 
i~ OD(' Ycr,v good argnrncnt jn fa-.;our of the 
cleparhnent\; sy;:;tcm pf day labour, and that 
is tho \Yomer!s HospitaL adjacent to the 
Brisbane Gcueral f-Io..opital, llO\V nndcr con¥ 
strnction. I advise hon. rne111bcrs oppo~ite 
who oppose the day-labour lll tivities of tho 
deparbncnt to yisit that job and :-50e for 
thernsdvcs the nature of the \York. the 
quality o£ the n1aterials being used, and tho 
tnentality of the n1en cngagC'd in jts con¥ 
struction, together with th0 up¥to¥datc 
methods that are emplo0·ed. If they do so 
and then take the time and trouble to com­
pare tho \York as thev Sl'C it with the aver­
ngo building construc'icd under the contract 

Jh. Brassington.] 
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system. tht;Y will, if thev are honest in their 
opmwns. taYour the p"olicy of day labour 
as it i-J pur~ucd by the dt:partrncnt. 

\Ye have f'Ornc very fine ex:aruplcs of the 
greater ad,-autagC'" of the day labour po~]cy. 
An oubtanding argnrncnt jn its favour js 
the coustmction of t\\o blocks of the B!;s­
baue G encral Hospital which were completccl 
sorrlc yPars ago. 'rhc·sc arc designated as 
\Yard::- 7 and G. \\r~nd 8, consi~ting of 
!'C'ver.al ;:;torP"', .ci, \Y(l." coustructcd under the 
rJa,--Jabour s~·stem. \Yhilst it was in the 
eo:lr~c of c·oJ;~trnction 1llan;;:. "\Ycrc con1pkiod 
fat· the laYing of the foundations of \Yarrl 7, 
\Yhieh is aUjuccnt. Other specifications \YOre 

dravvn up for it-- construction. based on the 
plans prcpa1~·J in the f-irst jnsiance for \Yard 
8. If hon. rnc1nbers opposite \YCrc asked 
for their opinion re ... pecting the two job~ 
they would seize upon the argument that the 
co:.;t undt'r day labour \Yas slightly in cxce~s 
of that of thP contract job, bnt thcv would 
OYPr<ook tiH' frrct that although rlio,e t\YO 
,,-ards \Yerc erected within a ~hart space of 
time of e·tch other, \Yard 7 is to-cla'. in 
praetically tile sm11c condition a~ \Yhe"n it 
\Yas cmnplcted, \d1creas lllCn workin'r at the 
ho::;pital on tbo"e two \Yards infor~1 n1c~ 
mHl I Jm,-,, tak<•r1 the time and trouble to 
look into the qn<'stion~that the ward built 
uude1· the contract systcru calls for coutinu­
ou~ repair,.. \Yard 7. carried oEt ln· daY 
labuur. nl'cd~ no lTpain·. tllc fir~t co..;t 'bciug. 
thP only co't. \Yard 8, therefore. entails 
aclclitional on the finances of the 
lJOard to in a proper ~tatc of repair. 
Tho:-;e consist of ijJiing up cracks 
that appe.ar in the cerncnt and taking <'erncnt 
1cYch. 111 that partict1~ar ca~t' tile policy 
of tllf' department is ju,tilied. The cliffer­
PlleC hctw,_'Pn da:· lalwur, as put into effect 
h:v tlw d('lHtrtntPllt. and the conu·act :svstem 
n s put into ef'fect bY onenttors outsicl~· the 
dPpartJllPnt. is tlJa.t "t!Jc.L dcp.urtrnHn i;1:-:ists 
that the plan"- and spC'cifications ~hall be 
follC?we~i Otlt 1niuutdy. Thercfo~·e, \Yhcn the 
\YOrK Is con1n1encccl the btnldcrs kno\Y 
exact!;. what i, to be done. A schedule is 
a !::-o pro\~iJed in regard to rnaterials and 
faithfully adhered to. The rcmlt is that 
un excellent job is furnished. 

On the other hand, past experience ;;haws 
that in some cascs~it woulcl he unfair to 
1nako a broad and general charge COYcring 
all contractor.-:;-bnildinu.,~ constructed under 
the contract sy_;tcru \YCl~o found to be not in 
accorda~1cc with the specification, as a result 
of \vlnch many weaknesses afterwards 
deYelopecl. It has also been cliscovered that 
under tlw contract system c;nrt.ain contractors 
used inferior materials A.nd did not conform 
to the specification for the particular job. 
I merely ra iso t.hat n1attcr to show t},e 
advantaf?e of the clay-labour syst<~n1 as con1-
parecl vvJtl-r the contrnct systetll as enunciated 
by hon. members opposite. A fair and 
im11artial r:omparison of the two ~v:::tcms 
lcacls to the definite cone} usion that a con­
timwnce of the clay-labour system by t11e 
Drpartmcnt of Public \Yorks is an adYantao-e 
to this State. " 

To anothet· point In rmn1cction with the 
':ontract sy~tcJn :"on1e consideration should 
he gi,-cn. I refer to the CYa..:jon of a\Yards 
hy Jnnuy contractor~. and I bring thn n1attcr 
to the not ice of the re ponsible authorities, 
f,articularly the Department of Labour and 
Tudnstry. During ni~' experience as an 
ln.Jn:-'trial inspector I was Uct.ailccl to inYe~ti­
;;·atc case- \Yhero the correct awan_l w.1ges 
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a]}(] conditions were 110t pa;cl aucl o}served 
bY the employers concerned Hon. members 
opposite who enclcavour tJ rlecry the day­
labour system and laud the r;ontract system 
should let us lnw\'' wherJ they stand on the 
question of the eyasion of a ward:::! in so far 
a.s tbat cyasiou concerns work done under 
the contract system. l\Iy experience in the 
depart111ent conYinceil me that e\·asion of 
avvards was occurring, and I have no douUt 
that. if a strict inspection were carried out 
to-day that "tate of affairs woulcl be shown 
to exist in many c:tscs. The titno is oppor­
tlmo f0r con.,ideration to be given to the 
question. 

The department is to Le commenclecl for 
its acti \-itics in the construction of 1H~W 
schooh and the improvements effected to 
existing- school building.-3. It is Yery neces­
sary that eYcry endeaYour should be made 
to proYide hnilding- accommodation that will 
be jn consonance with the progrcssiYe policy 
of the DepartmPnt of Pnblic In>truetion. 
Healising the up-to-date nature of our edu­
cational policy it is fitting that the policy 
of the Department of Public \Yorks should 
he directed to prm-icling the most up-to-elate 
accomn1odation and conyeniences aYailablf', 
because \vith plca~ant aud hygienic 8urround­
ings Rchool children arc in a rnuchr better 
position to bcno!Jt from that up-to-dato ecln­
cational system. The actiYities of the Dcpart­
uwnt of Public \Yorks call for commendation 
not onlv hv this As--embh- but also from the 
people generally. The> s0imd and progre"'iYe 
polic· has accomplished much, and I hope 
will be continued in the future. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Tunangn) [3.0 p.m]: 
This clc,bato has been marked b)· the parish 
pump attitude of hm1. rnC'mbers opposite. 
So1nc hon. rnernhcrs on the GovPrrunent side 
'"'-m to think the Department of Public 
\York~ :;:hould carry out works irrespcctiYe 
of 1\hcthcr that. polic:; is a sonn.d business 
01;e or not. I think t}li:tt },-;;_ an entirely 1-rrong 
;1! tiwde The hou m<'m her for Fortitude 
!allt'v rnade 11 statenH'llt lo the cff.cct that 

tbc d<•rwrtmed should ensure tlwt this State 
\';ill pO" ·css ou' tnnding public bnilcling·J so 
tli< t ''" sh;dl be• e.bJ,, to demonstrate to tour­
i.sts and Yisitors that our public buildings 
arc the f1nQst in .:-\ustralia. A statcn1cnt of 
that nature indicates that. the .author has not 
CC'!J~idcred wh0thr'r tbC' State is fi11ancially 
cq1ahlE of carryi11g nut that work. 

::\1r. LLEWELY~: \Yhat about the A.::\LP. 
building and others 1vhich baYe been 
rcc.'ntl 0; erected' 

::\lr. RDWARDS: That is the business of 
the organisations concerned. Surely ihe 
Tcepartmcnt of Pnblic \Yorks has not reached 
the where it rcquiru all this congratu-
latioJl I do not think the Sccrctarv for 
l'ublic \\'orb~a man who has clone· harrf 
work hirn;:;c~lf-clesC'rY;;s that congratulation 
if th' of public work- is not basc•cl 

~ policy. After alL the 
go>.-crntnPnt j~ finance. It appears 

hon. nH~nlbcr.; on th::__ Governnlf~nt 
that big lnj]dings should be 

irre"rceti-rr of \"vhethor they are 
rr'quired a.nd irrc.sp0( ~i\ e cf \vhethor the 
State is "ble to pro1·iclc the money. Arc 
\YC to reach the stag·e in the history of this 
Stale \Yhen \\U shall think it creditable to 
•av, "Lcok at the \ronclerful public builcl­
ln((s \Yt: bnilt wh0n \Yl' had tho In,~nc.~, ·· '1 

The :-:ErRET_\RY FOR P UDLTC LANDS: N amo 
OlH' building that ~., c do not 11ccd. 
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l\Ir. ED\YARDS: In Brisbane far too 
many pL[blic buildings arc going up, in view 
of the financial pooition of the State. The 
1 , nrcs quoted by the Attorney-General yes­
terday in regard to the voting strength of 
Blcctoratcs indicates a migration of the 
pen plc from the country centres to the towns; 
and it is encouraged by the policy adopted 
by the Government. One argument put 
forward by hon. members opposite to justify 
these buildings is that they provide a 
certaJn amount of ·work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: V\'e 
need all we are building. 

:'vir. ED\VARDS: The Secretary for 
Puhlic Lands knows well that the country 
d i;trict; are not getting the buildings. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
are. 

:'vir. !DD WARDS: 'They arc not getting 
the consideration that they should. There 
is considerable diHicultv in some instances 
in getting a small addition made to a build­
ing. \Vhen the hon. member for Logan 
was Secretary for Public Works he inaugu­
rated a policy which gave favourable con­
'idcration to the needs of the countrv 
ceutrcs. The building of residences fo~r 
teachers "-as a reproductive ·work. Instead 
of paying rent to private owners, and in 
1nany instances having to drive many miles 
to work, the teacher got a residence in 
proximity to the school and paid a rent to 
the Stnte. That is the class of work that 
should Le carried out in the State. I hope 
the present system will not continue. \Vhcn 
the erection of a large public building is 
t-inggcsted in 'the city, due consideration 
should be g·iven to the question whether it 
would not be more advantageous to distri­
bute that cost over a larger area. 'rhe 
::'viinistcr for Transport will agree with me, 
because he has to sencl trains out to the 
country, and he realises it is not a wise 
po \icy to expend all the money in the large 
centres of population. This matter should 
not be considered from tho parish pump 
point of view·. 

\Y c should not flatter or srnooclge to the 
Department of Public \Vorks simpl) to obtain 
the erection of a building in any centre. If 
I wore tho Secretarv for Public \Vorks I 
would look at the question in the lig-ht of 
whether it was my duty to sanction the con­
ntruction of a building- at a certain place, 
irrupoctive of all other influences. I would 
say, " It is my duty to lay down on broad 
]ines a svstcu1 of building; in the interest."' 
of the ";h"le of the State and not in the 
interc'ts of the larg·er centres of population, 
which haYO the g-reatest 11ull or the greatest 
infhwnce." To allo\V anv other consideration 
to inflncllCl~ one is entii,ely vvrong. Unfor­
tunately Queensland he.s not developed dur­
inv the past few years in the degree that 
one would like to see, o·>>ing to the per­
nicious influences that I have mentioned. 
Apparentlc· the larger centres of population 
are considered because they have the greatest 
pulL but I hope that in the interests of the 
c\e,·elopment of the State the matter will be 
looked at from a difrerent angle in the future. 

1\Ir. O'KEEFE (Cairns) [3.8 p.m.]: I desire 
to offer m.v appreciation to the GO\·ernment 
and also to the Department of Public Works 
for the method adopted in securing work for 
the unemployed tradesmen in our State by 
the policy of erecting public buildings in 

different parts of the State. I am much 
surprised at the attitude adopted by the hon. 
member who has just resumed his seat, He 
complained of the amount of money expended 
by the department on public buildings in the 
country. 

Mr. lDDWARDS: In Brisbane, I said. 

ilir. O'KEEFE: I see no reason for any 
condemnation on behalf of the people in the 
country. The report of the department for 
this year shows that a large amount of 
money is being expended on public buildings 
in various parts of the State. 'There has 
been no pre.ference to any electorate. In 
order to illustrate my contention, I remind 
the house that at Dalby, which is not in a 
Labour electorate, a court house had been 
erected at an estimated cost of £8,451. At 
the same centre we find a police station being 
erected at an estimated cost of £2 584. The 
Giru police station was completed' as a cost 
of £1.245, the estimated cost being £1,311. 
At Gladstone we have a hospital being 
eredecl at an estimated cost of £7,000. At 
the Goodna Mental Hospital, addition to 
night nurses' quarters, ostin1ated to cost 
£1.554. anrl a male \Yard. ::"Jo. 14, estimated 
to cost £13,418. but completed at a cost of 
£10,156, haYe been erected. In the latter 
case the adual cost is approximatelv £3 000 
bdow the estimate. This sho,,·s tl!at w'ork 
done under the day-labour system can be 
done at less than the estimated cost. Hon. 
members should be fair to the department 
and its policv of ha.-ing buildings constructed 
under the da v-labour svstem. Thev will 
ag-ree that the' work is wall clone. If i: were 
allowed to compare the \\'ork done bv the 
department with a numbe1· of private build­
ing·s in this State I could prove that a number 
of the latter are a disgrace and should not 
be allmYed to be constructed. I am not 
allowed to do so during the course of this 
debate, and I do not desire to trespass. 

I now come to my o\\·n electorate. For 
rnan:Y .vcars it was considered neccssarv 
i.hat we shonld haYc son1e change in regard 
to the method of housing the va1·ious Govern­
ment departments in Cairns. A verv high 
rental "as being paid to the Commonwealth 
Bank for the use of portion of its buildings 
for the branch of our Stat0 Government 
Inqn·anrc; Office. The same thing- applied to 
the Public Curator's Office. For manv other 
depadnwntal branches rent had to b'e paid. 
Last ,·ear I approached the Minister and 
pointed out that the people whom I repre­
srnteci had requested that the whole of the 
Government departnwnts in Cairns be housed 
11nder one roof. That i;;; no\v being done. 
A YC'l':V fmc bui1dinQ; is in t11e course Of erec­
tion at an estimated cost of approximatclv 
£35.000. During mv visit to Cairns last 
'-YC'ek man:v of its leading citizens congratu­
lated 1110 on mv efforts, \Yhich had resulted 
in such a fine building being erected m the 
main street of their city. 

One must readily agree that it js far 
better for the GoYernment to construct pub­
lic buildings and hon1es for public ~f'l'Yants 
rathPr than pay rr·nt for the use of priYatc 
building-s. Lntil reccnt:y the ir"prrtor of 
polico at. Cairus received ar1proxinwtely £90 
per annu1n in lieu of rent, and tl1e1:e arc 
other pnblic servants similarly situated 
throughout the State. It would be a wise 
invc~tnH~nt if the Gove1·nrr1ent constructed 
\Yorker~' chYellings for U~f' by c0rtain public 
'<'nants for which a rental could be charged 

Mr. O'l{eefe.] 
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rather than conti11ue the practice of pay­
ing officers as Innch as £90 per a.unnrn in 
lieu of rent. A public works policy on these 
lines \Yould proYide a con.-.id(-'rable aruount 
of crnplo:vrncnt and "·oulcl lead to the pro­
Yision of a.ssets frmn ·which a reasonable 
return would be ~ccun.:.c1. ~\Ianv hon. ll1Cl1l­

bcrs opposit~.._• have adyocatod "'that 1noncy 
should be s[lcnt in this direction. 

I havn ah •'<~eh· pointdl out that the csti­
tnated co~t of a nl'\\- public building in 
Cairns is £34.COO, but ihis building "·ill 
house the State Govr'rnmcnt Insurance Office. 
the Govenuncnt Tourist Durcau, the Lauds 
Department. the ,\gricultural Bank, and the 
Forestr \ Oflico. as well as other minor offiros 
such a; the office of the inspectors of the 
Health Departnwnt, \\'eights and Measures. 
etc. Last 1\'cdnc·sday I had the p:ea'Lll'C of 
Yisiting a portion of n1y electorate where a 
school had bet'u rr'conditioncd at a C'ost of 
£5,000 or £6.000. About 300 to 400 parents 
attended a function there, a11d thPir corn­
mc'nts on the .-crv fine building indicatecl 
that the moncv had be<'u wiselv expended 
and that the' work had bceJ{ faithfullv 
carrit.'d out. T1Jcrc \Yere no con1plaint's 
about the day-laLotlr ~ystcrn, and no corrl­
plaints about the co,t. This building, which 
I undcr:;;tand v :ts erected at. a cost within 
thP e~tiu1.atc, ,,·ill proYidc the IH'ressary 
schooling ae:con1n1odation for the increaRe iu 
population which nHist 0( cur in that district. 
ThA children attending the school >vill now 
be able to enjo:-- much mOJ'O comfortable 
condi 1 ions. Prior to its reconditioning I 
had occasion to .-i,it the ochool one hot 
~urun1cr da,r and I found a 11Urnher of :o.rna--11 
children lying <1Sh'cp with tl1cir hea.ds UIJOD 
their dc~ks because of the 1nuggy ahno~p­
here. I mn pleased now to be able to say 
tlwt the rcconditimJC'd building is >'ooll .-enti­
latod and well lighted. aud that it prm·idn 
apprc~iablc comfort' fnr tho many children 
who ha.-c to attend the school at an carlv 
ago in a hot dimate. , 

I desire again to offer n1y expression of 
appr('ciatiou of the very fine 1vork carried 
out in my electorate by the Department of 
Public \Y orks. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC vYORKS 
(Hon lL _\. Brucc, The Tableland) [3.15 
p.m.]: I ''·as rather surprised at some of 
the remarks that >Yore made bv the lron. 
member for .:\'anango. He flr.st of all 
referred to question of school teachers' 
residences. It true that the construction of 
a large nun1ber of school teachers' residence~ 
were approved be- tho i\foore-Banws Govern­
ment. but it is equally true that the greater 
Jmmbcr of them had to be constructed bv 
the prescut Gon•rnmcnt. As the greatc;t 
proportion of the population is to br' founcl 
in the cities it is natural that the Govern­
ment should concc>utratc upon a public 
works progrannno to fulfil the TCC[Uiremcnb 
of the cities. That is why the department 
is controlling the construction of the new 
\Yomcn's HoqJiral, ,,-hirh is a semi-public 
clcpartmrnt, a new unit in the Anzac Sqnare 
eclwme for the purpose of hoe~sing the Rail­
wa~' Dcpnrtrn0nt, an ex+-ension of the ~4gri~ 
culturnl Departmc11t building-, as ,,ell as 
other large 1mdcrtaklngs tl1at cll'C 1lf-"CS~.ar:v 
in the city; but nc-rer at any tin1c haY~: the 
intcrc'sts of thr:: conntrv b'::"cn overlookerL 
Judging- from tlw numbf.r of letters I ha,-e 
signee! ancl fonnrded to the hon. member 
for J\~anang·o aHd n1an~v other hon. nH•rnbPrs 
opposite dealing with building rcqnirenlPnts 

[.ilir. O'llee(e. 

in country di;;tricb, one can conclude that 
tht' countr'V districts are receiving every 
a ttcntion. ' 

The hon. memll<'r fo!' Xanan;o could 
inform the House that in 1932 quite a Hum­
ber of public buildings were e!'ectcd in his 
O\Vn electorate, und uutny other hon. rnenl­
bers opposite would abo be able to say that 
the \vholc of the)r urgent rcquircrncnts itt 
the countrv had been m<'t for the time being. 
:Xaturally ~our building prograunuc can11ot 
be completed within a month o1· two. or 
even a year or two. :'1-ly departuwnt ha 
been working at the hlghef=t prcs:-ure and 
efficiency. The expenditure this year wilJ, 
roughly speaking. be double that of any 
financial year during the 1\loore-Barnes 
regirnc. Ono of rny nJain difficult.il~s in 
expending· the n1on0y is tho pressure placed 
on the Drafting Branc.h. 

A greater percentage of day-labour work 
is no1v bciug carried out. in ruy dcvarbnent 
than has preYiously been the case, but in 
small country tm,-ns '';here men capable of 
constructing buildings are available. and 
whcr1·' it would inYolYc increased costs to th(~ 
deparhncut to adopt the day-labour systeu1, 
tenders are called and contracts let. I do not 
rksire day labour to bear the burden of ccr· 
tain additional charges which "·ould have to 
be met in the tran·.fer of .,-orkcr.'· to centres 
far distant from the metropolis and larger 
towns. In the past. da:.- labour has been 
nnfairly asked to carry those which, 
consequently, ha \'e told against system. 
It is pccnliar that bricklayers. carpenters, and 
other nrtisa11s and \Yorkcrs conHcctecl \vitl1 
tbc building trade will procePd to any placr' 
in the country where ,,-ork is off()ring by et 
priYatc contractor, and pay not only their 
01111 train fare but other expcn~es as \Yell, 
,,_ ln·reas if they \\-ere engaged to carry ont 
>rorlc for tlw department in thcs,; centres 
the0• would :·"Jl•ect the department to pay 
thl'il' fare~ and ·• awar-frorn-hotne" allO\Y~ 
ance.:.:. 'rlwreforo, the ~ontrador 1:-. unfairly 
en ditcd TvitlJ advantages \Yhcn a t'~Inpariso~t 
]~ belng 111adc between the contra< t and day­
labour sy~tcms. 

\York curried out under dav labour is 
100 ]Wr cent. efHcieut. \York that has been 
Ul ITiecl ont by thr- clopari n1ont betvvecn th0 
ht July, 1932. ?.nd tlro 30th .June. 1935. will 
dcflllitely ]WUYC the efficiency of da' l:1bour, 
Loth us rt~gards quality and costs. rrhc work 
of bricklayers can be checked up by tl1e 
number of bricks laid per da: .. and I am 
satisfied thrrt u!ldE>r the da':-labour sv,tem 
the bricklayers arc performing their clutics 
as \Yell as under th0 contract. sntem. I 
rorrwrnbc•r the opl~ning cercu1o11~, of tho City 
Hall. It was a large public function, and a 
nnrnhcr of gcntlenwn \Vorc scntcrl. on the 
platform. One gentleman had just said. 
" This bnilrl ing- has been well trulv, and 
faithfully !milt." .,-hen a leg appeared 
duou:.{h the roe£. foJlo\,.('d lJy a large porHon 
of t!J~, roof. -vvhi< ~l fell rtt the ff'et of the 
~peakrr. I an1 in rr position to gi\TE' tt written 
guarantee that thi" would not happen in 
connection with any building erected by the 
departmPnt. 

ThP l1on. n1embcr for Cairns, in passing, 
1iJ0ntioned Dalby. vchcre the dcpartmcut ha' 
erl'ctr·d one of the finE>st court houses to be 
srcn in n ccntr0 of its siz0. \Ye cnnnot he 
a cu~ed of coustrurtiiJg- buildings for po11ti­
c.'11 purpo.:.:cs. bccaus0 Dalhy i~ not- a Labou1~ 
:-.c<1 t·. X umProu·,. otlicr bniiJings ha ~.-c been 



Supply. [7 ::-\OVEMBER.] Supply. 1269 

crc-ctccl througltont the State at least equal 
to the class of building erected Ly private 
enterprise in the sanl8 local it.... l\lany of 
thP JlULiic buildings in the older tmvns have 
dcteriora::L'd a11d are out-of-clatf- archi­
tccturaily. Our policy is to erect public 
buildings in keeping· with the type of build­
ing erected by private enterprise in the 
tosn. In a time- of depression, \vhcn priYate 
enterprise is unable or fails to pro\·idc 
mnploynlPlH for DUr people, it i~ the par~'-­
mount duty of the State to imr1rove the 
as~r~ts of the State. 'Ye have large invest­
ments throughout the State, and the State 
i::> under an obligation to preserve tho~c 
inn·,tmcnts ar.d provide employment for 
it peojlle, So far as has been po"iblc with 
the !on n money anrilable, my objective has 
been to provide new public buildings for 
the c·om·cnicuce of the people and to bring 
others into confonnitv \.Yith n1odorn concli­
tions, aud thLl'' girc f.~s rnuch \.YOrk a~ pos­
~lble to artisan~ ancl tiJPir assi:-:tant~ who are 
out of work. Deepitc the fact that many 
of theoe nwn lHt YC bec:1 out of work not 
rncrely for mont1h butj for years, in the 
course of a few days after rccon1n1encing 
\.York they ha n:: giYt'll \.York of great effi­
ciency, nnd haye iu~tified our policv of 
gi \-ing- them etnploy~ncnt. ~ 

\\.hilst on the Yote for the Chief Office 
I wonld point out that the Opposition clo 
not gn·e :\Iini,ters the assistance thev should. 
In the '' Telegra11h" of the 30th uftimo the 
fol1owin6 staternent appeared:-

" CoLLc:"JO),; SL'GGESTED. 

CcL\HGES FOH EXPENSES IN IKSPECTING 
:YlACH!NEHY. 

" PROTESTS I~ PARLIA:\rENT. 

" An objection to the expenses im-oh·ecl 
in the i11spcction of rnachinerv and a 
.sug'".rc~tion that an inquirv sGould be 
l1ladc was Yoiccd in Parlian1cnt to-day 
h·: i ite Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
K A. Moore), The mattc•r of collusion 
IJehYt'en Ina<.:hinery inspectors and rcprc­
:;o(·ntatlYc" of scale-suvplvin o' flnns also 
"'a"' 1ncntioncd. u o 

"The ::\Iini-u•r for \Ynrks (;\Ir. IL A. 
Brucc) said that the sngg·estion of Mr. 
l\IoorP that an inquirv should be made 
into the ' cartage' ~hargcs made by 
~nsp0ctors was a rcasonabJe ono. I-Io 
also a~~·r>cd to make; an inquiry into the 
~11gge~t10n of collusion. 

" During consideration of the \""r arks 
J)epartn1Pnt Estirnatcs, JVIr. l\1oore 
r·,·mac·kecl that there ·ccmed to be dis­
ncpctnci,·. in the charges under the Act 
f?r the cartagc of cquiprncnt. Travcl-
11 n_o· of impcctors and the cost 
of equipment 1n countrv centres 

a charge on the 'factoric<;. 
Die] the s,cmc apply, he a kE,d, in the citv 
\.Yht-nf'Yf'r CJnyone wanted vvcights an({ 
n1ca~urr.::.:. in ~pcctcd? 

" \VAITIXG TDIE. 

" ::\1 r. E. I3. M a her (Opposition) said 
t1:at frcqnPntly the person \vhosc pro­
pert:_. 'nrs inspected in addition had to 

for the waiting tim0 of the driver 
of car ronYPying the inspector. .c\.lso, 
he mid, it had happened that the inspcc­
tOl' < ondcmncd a set of scales, and within 
a fe·.~· days a rcprc:.:entative of a scale­
supplying- ftl.'n1 had calle(l, thus snggest-

ing collusion bebveen inspector and the 
:::cale ~upplicrs. 

"1\lr. :Y1oore: That's always happen­
ing. 

'' The Minister said that the only 
expenses charged in the case of a car 
bring required were those invoh-ed in 
taking equiprncnt frorn the nearest rail­
way station to the factory. 

" :\IAKE I:SQ1JlHY. 

" He added .that ho would make 
inquiries- into the matter 1ncntioned by 
Mr. J\laher, and if any collusion was 
found Letween inspectors and the repre­
::'cntati \'Pf'. of scale-supplying finns action 
\Yould be taken. In any case, he said, 
if such ,,-as the practice, why had not 
the .Moore Go,-crnmeut taken action to 
prevent it? 

" Mr. Malwr said it had been asserted 
that in one case the inspector deliberately 
condemned the scale"' to facilitate the 
work of the salesman. 

" Mr. J. "\. C. Kenny (Opposition) said 
that lee hitnoelf in his own car carried 
equipment and inS)Jector, and yet had 
been charged carting expenses. He 
instanc:ed a case in v·:hich a Greek store­
keeper himsell hac! carried his scale,; to 
the inspector and carried them back, and 
yet had rccoiYed an account for cartage." 

I promised an inquiry, and to that end I 
'·'-TOte the ioliowing letter to the hon. member 
for \'lest ;}Joretou on the 1st instant:-

" During the dcba tc on the Estimates 
of tlw Department of Public \Yorks, you 
stated-

• On one occas.ion in connection 1Yith 
n1y business at. Yelarbon '\Ye had hvo 
perfectly good scale., condemned by an 
in: pector from the \V eights an cl 
Measures Department, and within three 
or four days of his visit a representa­
tiYc of a se ,1le con1pany -calle.d and 
cndcaYourec1 to ~ell us new scales. That 
:-.c'c·nH'J. to u1c to suggr· ,t collu~ion 
bct\\·een the in,peetor and the repre­
,cntati,-c of the scale company, \Ye did 
not buY two 11(~\V scale'-', Lut we sf'nt 
thme old st·ales to Brisbane and had 
them repaired, and they came back 
with the stamp of the Department certi­
fying that tlH'~· 'verc rorlTct.' 

I would be pleased if yotJ would give 
n1c the elate on '"·hiclt thi,~ ocCUlTC'd, al!3o 
the name of the inspector referred to, 
IYith the objrct of U""li~ting n1c to carry 
out 1ny 11ro1nis(' rnade to ~,onrself and the 
Leader of the Opposition that an inquiry 
YYould be made into complaints raised by 
membcre during- the debate." 

The hon. member for \Vest ::\Ioreton said 
he knew the people, but although that letter 
,,-as s<'llt to him on the 1st instant no reply 
has yet been received. 

A similar letter was sent to the hon, mem­
ber for Cook in reference to his remarks 
that he himself in his own car had carried 
equipment and an inspector and Y<'t had been 
charged carting expenses. :\To reply has been 
receiYed from the hon, mc'nbcr to the letter 
sent him on the let instant. 

:\Ir. KEN~Y: I replied to you to-clay, 

The SECRETri.RY FOR PuBLIC VIORKS: 
The hon. meml•or has not supplied me with 
the information as to who tho inspector \.Yas. 

IIon. H. A. Brucc.l 
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Theeeforo, he is not assisting n1e in any way 
to carry out ~he inquiry I promised. In fact, 
my opmwn 1s that there is no truth in the 
charges made bv the two members in re~ard 
lo the impcctor~s of my department. \Vhen 
I a~k for infornlation to assis_t in the inquiry, 
I find they are unable to g1ve the evidence 
that they smd as in their vossession. In 
the defence of my inspectors and in order 
to a~certain if anything was an1iss I have 
,,ndeayoured to get information from two 
'!'1E'mbers, who defmitely stated they had 
mformabon. That information was neces­
"''7 in. the prosecution of the inquiry which 
I prom1serl the Leader of the Opposition to 
mstrtute. bnt no reply or assistance has been 
gn·en to me. I am definitely of opinion that 
';rhat the.se hon. nwrnbers said so far as my 
In_spcctors arc concernc.d ·was untrue ; other­
Wise these hon. members would have for­
warded the information immediatelv and 
assisted me to go on with the inquiry: 

The hon. member for East Toowoomba 
made ": statc_ment and repeated it to-day 
concerrnng builders' labourers at Toowoornba. 
I have received the following letter from 
the hon. secretary of the Toowoomba sub­
branch of the Australian Builders' Labourers' 
Fcd0ration, under date of 1st instant con­
tradicting- the hon. member's statement:-

" 16 Elc~nor street, Toowoomba, 
"1st November, 1934. 

"The Hon. H. Brucc, 
Minister for Worl<', Brisbane. 

"Dear Sir,-I have been directed by 
rny COinnntteo to write you in connec­
tion re a statcnw11t made on thP floor 
of the Homo bv the member for East 
Toowoomba, J. D. Annand, ' That he has 
had it on good authoritv that the Too­
woomba builder"' labou~·ors had closed 
their books, whereby men were deprived 
o~ obtaining work on public works.' I 
w1sh to state, on behalf of mv commit­
tee, that this statPment is untrue. The 
books of our bran•ch haYe never been 
closed. There arc constitutional methods 
of gaining mornbership into this union 
as provided in the preference clausb 
gTanted by the Arbitration Court in 
March, 1933. 

"1\Ir. Annand cYidentlv is unaware 
of th(~so n1att(~rs, as hjs infercst is never 
for the workers, and outbursts of his. 
similar to this, cause a good deal of 
rnisunder:5tanding w·;th unions and 
Government departments. 

"\Ye would like vou to know that 
great rcscntn1ent -..ya~ L1ken ·when this 
1natter 1vas rnadc kno'\vn to us, hence the 
_er~ason wo wish to advise you of the 
maccuracy of the statement. 

"'l_lhanking you for past favours. 
"I am, 

" Yours faithfully, 

"(Sgd.) :w. THmrAS, 
" lion. Secretary, 

" Toov-oolnba Sub-branch." 

\Yh;v arc accusations made against these 
lncn vvho cannot protect thcrnsclYes bv wav 
of reply in this Houw? I hfwe quot' ~i tha-t 
lPtter in defence of thPse men. It sets out 
the position clearly. That letter was for­
warded to me as Minister in charge of the 
department, and I was dretNmincd that the 
accusation ~honld not go tn1ansvvcrcd. The 

[Hon. H. A. Bruce. 

reply \Yill now appear in "Hansard '' as 
well as the accusation. am! , .. ill indicate to 
the readers of '' I-Iansard " that the accusa­
tion was entirely unfounded. 

No favouritism is shown by the dcpart­
nwnt. Careful consideration is given to the 
wants of the countrv as well as the city, 
and work is carried Out in accordance with 
the amount of money available. I sa.y with­
out fear of contradiction that the electorates 
represented by members of the Opposition 
ha\·e recci\·ed equal treatment with cl"ctor­
a tes represented by members of the Govern­
ment. I reiterate that when private enter­
prise fails or is unable to supply work for the 
people it is tho dutv of the Government to 
do so a.nd at the same time to increase its 
assets. That is my objecti.-e, and with the 
assistance of the rrreasurer I have carried 
out a policy in an endeavour to achieve that 
objective. 

Mr. KE2'i'NY (Cook) [3.33 p.m.]: I did 
not intend to speak on this debate but the 
l\Iinistor mentioned a letter he had written 
to me, and in fairness to him I wish to 
state that I received that letter two davs 
ago and I dictated a letter in reply and 
posted it to hnn to-rlav. If he is too im­
patient to wait until heo receives that letter. 
I will toll the hem. gentleman now that if 
he looks up the bills sent to me in Mareeba 
between the vears 1925 and 1929 ho ,,-ill find 
that I was charged for cartage from my 
business premises t.o the railway station in 
1\Iarecba when I conveyed those scales from 
rny business preinisos to the raihvay station 
at Mareeba. I have been out of business 
since 1929 and I cannot giYe the ho11. gentle­
man al!y experience beyond that elate in 
that regard. 

The SECRET,\RY FOR PuBLIC \YonKS: Y on 
did not give the inspector's nan1o. 

::\Ir. KENNY : The letter did not ask foe 
it. The information dc,irecl hv the :\lill­
istcr will be found in those hills I men­
tioned. 

Resolution 39 (Department of Public \Vorks 
-Chief OHice) agreed to. 

Resolutions 40 to '13, both inclu .,,ye, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 44-" Dc]Jartm, nt of Public 
!.1st r llclion--Ch irf 0 f!i cc "~ .. 

~Ir. GLEDSON (lzmcich) [3.35 p.m.]: I 
die! not ha vc an opportunity of speaking 
\Yhen this v-ote was before the Chamber. I 
considc~r it is one of the rnost i1nportant 
yotes that come before Parliament. Quite 
a num!Jer of schools of diffcrcHt grades 
come anclcr the jurisdidion of the Depart­
rncnt of Public Instruction. ln the bigger 
centres of population kindergarten schools 
are proYidc,J· bnt in the !cos populated 
centres ,.omotunc's one teacher has to take 
pupils from the l<inclergartea to the seventh 
grade. It seems to me in that case the 
oclucational facilitv would not be as efficient 
as in the biggef cLntrcs '"here djffereut 
teachers are proYicled for the clitleront 
grades. 

I commcncl the department for the "';tab­
li~hmcnt of vYhat are tcnncJ. '' opportunjt_v 
cl•,·,;;('-;." ~Ir. Heyington i."i lll of th~s 
"\York. On Hl~tnY ocCasion::~ I haYC' t1J·! 
opportun1ty of~ Yisiting ·11C'h clu~-;e<:; in 
Ips·v:ich :tnd of in...::pectinri the ~.:v-or::dcrful \York 
be1ng· clo~lf'. The oppc;rtunit.v- c!a:;::~ s tak'.: 
children \Yho arc backwHrd or 1dlo 1lft ye unt 
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lJeen abl<· to r0ach the standard cct for the 
nonual child. Soinctin1cs the chilclreu are 
not abnormal in the real sr'n'e of that word. 
TJH'\' uwv bl~ hack"\Yard on ace:ount of haY­
ing lackCd the OP110l'tnnity of gettlug a 
thorough grouuding in the rndinwnl~ of 
edncation. The work that is being dolle in 
tlw opportunity cla~.,cs in the sc·hool at lps· 
Y:ich i~ a fit subject for conunond.arion. and 
I desire to take this opportunity of aclcling· 
1ny weed uf praise of it. The fir;)t C'~""'utial 
required of a teacher in an opportnuity 
school is that he or she should be 
theti(' alld crlpable of undcrstandillg 
rcn. Tlw tcaeher of an opportnllity cla::;.~ 
;;;lwn1cl undcr~t::uuJ each individun,l child iu 
the cla~ I-Ii., work is totallv differer,t frcnn 
that of the ordinary tcache~·, ,,-ho requires 
n1ainlv thP scholn:;.i ic attainrllcnt nee 
to en~ll}1P hin1 to inl[W.rt jll~truction ju 
currirulntn of thP school. Tht• Ll'acher of 
an opportunity rcQuirPs irnaYiPation 
an arti~tic scn:-~c~ rnoto th,an nJt' a. grca~ 
loYe for child1·~n. It is Yl'l'"." difficult. to fiw{ 
teaclH.·r~ who cornbine all u;c qua1itio~. necc},­
~(11'~; to cnabl(• thern to take cL'lrg;e oi an 
opportunity r'·1s~. \\"'o C'Crtainlv l1an• l1f' n 
.-erv fortunate in that from the establish­
mcllt of th t 'chool till connaraliYel ,. 
reccntl~·-mnil tile ]),,,,nrtllH'nt ,~f Pul,lic 
In~truction sa \V fit to n1ake a C'hange-\ve 
ha.Yc had an PXCPptionally good tPachor. 

In a ~ystern of cducatior: look for 
at1d it t;rtn c· rt·jn]y be that the 

hn:-~ obtaiLcJ b, the 
cf thc~e ;c!Jools 

Quoc•nslnnd. Chi lclron ha HI 

(·~n ·red nch ,chool::; ignoraEt uf t1Jc art of 
];•ar!:illfC or a-· iinilating; the subjects Ltught 
ln thr ordinary schools, and ha...-c l)a~::;,ed 

tht> opportunity c1a.;;;~ and taken 
:n the usual ·cla~·:.~.:s 1t school. 

tl!illk it i necc·-.:- '_ll'Y to STY bu-,y nnwll 
a)l)ll'PC'iato t1Jc: work~ of riw t• 'iChPJ'~ 

BcYington, and also tho efforts of 
to HHtke th~· Ol)lJOl'IUJJ1.: 

alHl useful as po:..:;:-iblt•. 
the Dc,>al"tuJC'llt fJf 

P~tab:i~-dH· l interul(~­
ditt,c' :--c:lo;;l J which ar2 filling <.t l011gfelt 
·wa11t. The:y 1 re t.uklng children fro1n tlw 
.-'JP 7radf>~ of the: .rrirnary scl:ools aud gi..-ing 
D tu''"' mstrncnon that will uwblo them 
to o.;tart out on their liff'':-c; \York. 

T;ll' c:ppartnwnt c"ndd go further in the 
din'-·tio_l of rural aud YOcational training. 
It Ycdl.kno\rn fact thal in tlw prrst o 

t1:ouble ha .. been cau,·:nd Jyy the' 
of of our 'l'lw 

P.-lucabon, 
al.lJ VYJ'itf' 

golll' iEto eu!plo'[T!llt';lt, ::llcl 
( YP!.tlLt:h ,-e rn •ITi('c.l. It ~va.~ found, 
h,'l c•y l', · tint tl1c kPcl i11c trc.1in~ng 
lit" t'·-:.:;.• 1: fer nu1 hr:rne:..:; n~ corn~ 
L 1 ·1h~{', l'11C'Y for their }!u ... lnJ:d-; 
.:~ .cl tL 11.~o::·h·c.~ The as I ,jd, 
i., fi1'~n· H 1oll'''L 1t \Yatlt tho.;,;-• line 

f '"k trw :\Iinistc ,. io consider the 
o-" extrndiu' t1H' iu on1 

t':-i'Pl' centre~ tlHl one da.,- a 
'.~·r,"';;: ,frqn'l' thP )lrirn~;~::: . . thn I--Ii~.th 
Sf'tlCtOl. J. Pchnical 1 rnnun~ s~·lJOol. 'or 
Doin< :-'tic B( ieP( ,, SchooL Th• y co~Ild l1c' 
eJJtlrcl:~ clrnH0cl to a bigh schOol or to a 
tcchuical tra.ining sehool fol' the purpose of 
Png-uging in dorr1cstie.: scif'nf'e and other :-.ub­
jt?('tS. I sugtre~t to the JYlini:;:.tf:r that ho 
Fhould coneicler the po"ihilitv of cxtendiwc 
tlw cnniculum of ordinary ~cl1ools to pro": 
vide for dorne~tic training in son1c of the 

sn1allcr c, lltt'C'~ of the State :::o that thJ 
c!Jildn'll sitnatPd in tho.;;e varts will lw able 
to l'njoy adYantages equal to those in tht~ 
larger ccutre~ of population. The sarne 
Lhing ~honld a.pply s.o far .as the boy:-3 art-3 
cunC'enJet.l. The rr1anLu-ll and yo:;ationa l 
training that is provided 111 the larger 
cellttcs of population enable., ~plenJicl work 
to be clo11P. Tlw rural ~cbools, in ac"i.dition 
to proridiu7 for lJroject club::) and expc1·i~ 
uwnt could al~o tPach the girls dornc~­

and sLc~ct-nlPt(ll w<Jrk, \YOOdl\ ode, 
•·tc., for tile boy~. If boy~ arn 

an opllortunit.Y to in lll<l n'ttal 
thC'v \'ill Uc able the1n::-ehes 

batt'it: of life as a::; L'llb:q;·._; 111 
studies. 

T~1' dcp.u·tJnc•nt is to congratulated 
upon pt·oyiding hobby for boY~ and 
the girl~, ,wcl thnc ic llO doubt tl1<it Ycr:· 
fine \Vork i . ..; b· .. 'i11g ca.n·icd out i11 ibis din:•e­
tion. In counpc·rion \Yith our (·ducational :-~\-.~­
tClll \Y(' Inn:-:.·t bl'Hl' iu 1nind tbc old ~ayii.Jg". 
·· ~\.11 \\ crk <tnd uo play 1nakes Jack a clu il 
bo.'"." ]n fonnul1ting an educational ~y~­
tcnL proYidi11.~ for the adoptiou oi 
stucli(~., fur the bo~,-s ancl tLe girb, 
departn1c1H i . ..; filling a longlelt \VailL Tlw 
admini::;tratin: ·Co~t..., of the Dcp<.ntnH'!Jt of 
Public In:-:trurtiou <lclproxiniau~ l.;l.[~ :::;,CJ:J 
per nnnu111. and i1. is \1·'11 y,.,. slluu~d 
not pa · ··; the rc-:-olution to thl..; 
clelH._rtnwlJt without rr:-.~ 1j11g adcqULttc c HlJ­

llHlit UlJO~l the \Y>..,!Jc1erfu1 \Tc.:k 1hat it i~ 
oui. \Y c l1aYc tho :J.tidacr:on of 

lr,· tltP CXI) ·nclitlF.. this 
la.rgc snru ntuJh Y the l)o-;'~ a11d ar0 

being i-ittl•d for t!u?ir ldH·<·~ in ll£l! :u1d. in 
ndclition, opportu11iiie:'i ale LL·ing 1Jl'O\'idt_,d 

for tht!lll profitaLi>T to cHgagt• their lcisnr(~ 
tirne. 

::\Ir. SPARKES: Thrrt i6 not the Yit \\ oi 
~O'J',o of the dist.tnt c::ntn-:. in the country. 

}lr. GLEJJSOX: If the l1on. n1crnbcr had 
gin'!l ,Jme at1 Iltioll to \Yhat. I haye a1rcady 
:-:aid, he \YOnld know that I ad, oc;ltt•d t hn t 
thll the 

HI:xiuu 
10 the GoYcr 

In Et tt.er. EYl _·-,- ho11. 
rtnit(· a nun1l· ).r of ~chonls 111 

toratt• n:-; ln·dl a, ,,_ ]urge llutnber of pU[li~-; 
anll tc:ach('l'~. J ant ~itlre 1/1at t·n•ry ;Jo:L 
nH:'1nLel' oppo.itr> ii) anxious tG add ·to Hl\ 

con.,--tt:uctiYo ~ugp:c;:;:liolls in tlw hop1' (;f 
a~Sl"'hng tlH' departrnent to provide nc1di­
tionnl t>ducationaJ facilities in 
I think that ilL·\- agn:e with n1e t~H~ 
sah-ation of this Countrv ljcs in t1·ainiu(>' onr 
bo~-."' and girls so that .tlH:Y\7 n1ay 1Yith ~-o·q­
fnrt fi.t in!o the aYPnuc•s o( ernployu1cnt d1 _t, 
they lllC'YJtably Il!U;;;.t adopt in the ye-1r~ 1 1 

corn c. 

Mr. GAIR (S'outh !Jris/nwc) [3.47 p.m.J: 
I unhesitatingly a03crt that in Queensland 
\\"P haYc an educational svste1n that is second 
to none in the Commom,:ealth. The notabl~ 
progress that has been made in our eclll· 
cational system OYer a period of the last 
twenty years is clue to the attention that 
LaLour Govl'rilDJents have dcYoh.~d to t.hi:3 

Jlr. Gair.] 
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very important matter. Queensland po,sesses 
a splendid primary Bducational system. It 
is a system that gives to the children 
of our State schools a free education 
from the kindergarten to the period 
when they graduate to the secondary 
schools. This splendid efficient primary 
system is supplemented by a very liberal 
scholarship system which enables many of 
our children-approximately 2,000 per 
annurn since the return of this Government 
and before the advent of the Moore Goveru­
rnent-to receive a sccondarv edtH ation at 
the expense of the State. 'i'hat is a very 
liberal and YPry vvorthy conce:::sion, and 1t 
is to be regretted that the Moore Govern­
ment saw fit to restrict it. As a result many 
children were denied the right of obtaining 
that secondary education which was given 
to the children of this State by a Labour 
(;-ovcnnncnt in the first instance, and later 
<•xtended by Labour Governments. 

In addition we ha vo technical college~ 
perforrning- v~luablc \Vork in training our 
children for various vocational callings. We 
also haYe our Agricultural and State High 
School at Gatton, which, despite what some 
hon. rnembcrs opposite rnay say, is doing a 
rnost valuable 1vork in training our youths 
who are inclined to agricultural and other 
pursuits on the land. Our rural schools, too, 
are achieving· splendid results in rural 
training. 

The Correspondence School is doing in 
Yaluablo >York by providing educational 
training facilities for children of parents 
livirw in tho lonely outposts of this far-flung 
Stab~. l'io person or child should suffer 
through their going out into tho lonely and 
sparsely populated contr,•s of this State to 
engacre in pionc~ering and dcYelop1nental 
v.ork~ Eve1·y child, \vheU1er living in thP 
city or country, should possess equal edu· 
cational rights. It is patent to all that to 
prm·ide the same pri,-ileges to the child 
in the outback as is provided in the cities 
and larger centres is a great problem. It is 
a much simpler matter to gi Ye these facil i. 
ties to children in the cities and towns than 
to the children in the outback. To provide> 
these facilitic.;: a correspondence sy~tcm of 
education was established. lt is perform· 
ing a very 1l('CC~sary aud Yaluable \York, 
,,·hich the parents and the children 
<~ppreciate. Tho hon. member for Dalby 
daimed that the children in the country 
wore entitled to all the facilities of oduea· 
tion enjoyed by the cities and tovvn~. ~o 
hon. membc'r on this side of the House dis­
putes that claim. \Ye glaclh- concl'de that 
the countrv children are entitled to enjoy 
the :o::<une facilities, and C'Ycrything pos~ible 
i'i being done by ilw UoYcrnnlPllt to iLllH'OY;' 

the educational facilities of children eituated 
iu the country. 

Then the clq,artment has not ncgh•ctod the 
lmckward children. Thov arc catered for 
b.v \Yhat arc kno\Vll as o~pportunit VC cla~,..,e::: .. 
Tho special attention devotee! to these 
childrcu who n1aY bP back\va1·d bcc.au~e of 
sicknc ·s~' protract8d irucss, and nuu1;; othPr 
catt:o:Ps, is also much appreciated. These 
children, who cannot compete with the aYer· 
ago child, ue taken in hand by specially 
selected teachers in ·• Opportunity " ~chools. 
where the gn_ a test patience is excrci~ccl in 
their tl'aining -with a vicv; to thc1r ati.aining 
the normal standard of the average child. 
I congratulate the teachers associated with 
those schools. I feel deeply for the child 

[Jil'. Gair. 

who is handicapped b" p10tracted i:hws9, 
and I believe that the considei ation to which 
he or she is entitled is being given by means 
of this excellent system. 

The school for blind and deaf children is 
a!Yording an opportunity for children who 
arc unfortunately afflicted, and in this con­
nection also the humane and v\·ise adininis­
tration of the educational system of Queens­
land cannot bo too strongly emphasised. 

I am not so sure that the intermediate 
schools as they exist at present are a:togethcr 
a great success. 

~it 3.56 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSON (I zJS1cich), one of tlw 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved 
Speaker in the chair. 

pand 
:Yir. 

Mr. GAIR: I ha.-e endeavoured to obtain 
information on the matter, and, perhaps, my 
criticism of the intermediate school system 
may be a little premature, because I believe 
the real intention is to develop the system 
and to give the children graduating from 
the State schools to the intermediate schools 
some vocational training. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~sTRUCTIO~: 
Moro vocational training. 

;\lr. GAIH: \Vith our technical schools, 
I think the children have that opportunity, 
for in thooe schools they can be trained in 
anv selected vocation. The effect of the 
int"crnlodiato schools, in n1y opinion, is to 
take tho top of our present State schoob, 
for children from about twelve years of age 
upwards are graduating from the State 
schools into the intermediate schools. \\"alk 
into most of tho suburban schools in Bris­
bane and you "·ill sec that schools that were 
once serring tho children of a particular 
district up to the time when they were ready 
to proceed to a secondary educatiOn, have 
now no children bevoncl the age of ele.-en 
or tweh·e years. Th~t deotroys dre tradition 
of Utc school and militates against, the desire 
to take a vrmnint!llt }Jlace in the scholastic 
or sporting arena. I arn yet to ~be con­
Yinced that the intermcdiat~ schools arc a 

or are \YarraHted, in Yiew of the 
of our technical schools. If wo 

extended our technical schools we could 
arconunorlatc ail the childrr>n who arc desir­
ous of obtaining a vocational training. High 
schools haYe boon established ,,ith a ,·iew to 
providing facilities for ~ccondary cJueatiO!L 
The bov or girl who pas"'S a scholarslup 
(~x:trnin.ltion can graduat,~ to a hjgh schcJol, 
gran1n1ar -nhool, 01' an:v oiher f'CCondary 
school. It is arguocl that >Ye should ext<•nd 
the svstern of high school eduratiou to n1akc 
bl tiel' provision . for children in the way of 
scc'JndarY cc1ueatlon, and I say that If \Ye 
extend Our technical schools \YO provide 
further facilitic; for children who do not 
want a secondar\~ education hilt a training 
in a pnrtirular" vocation. Therefore, the 
intermediate school is not warranicd if >Ye 
(rin to the extension of tPchnical ~chools 
the attention ":e should do1·oto to them. 

It appears to mo that more money is 
being ,::pcllt _on ltigh . schools t~1an IS _war­
ranted, ('Spcerally clunug a l)C'l'lOd. of fma.n­
cial stringency. No one appreciates ~he 
ch·,·clopment of the system of educatiOn 
n1orc than I do. In n1any towns throughout 
QucPn:dancl to-day thPrc a ro secondary 
ocl!Ool; which haYo provided tbo secondary 
education for tho young people of this State 
oyer a period of fifty years, a'.;;d grad_u~tcs 
from those schools ha.-c reached positions 
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on the judiciary, in the professions, in the 
world of comrnerce, in the public service~ 
and in every sphere of the community life 
of Queensland and have acquitted them­
selves remark~blv well. In view of the 
efficient educational facilities provided by 
grammar schools and private secondary 
schools, is it necessary that the department 
should incur ·expenditure, particularly at 
a time like the present, to duplicate the 
secondary education in these towns where 
secondarv schools alreadv exist 1 I say it 
is good policy to cstablis"h a high school in 
a town that is not provided with a high 
school or secondary school, but to establish 
one to provide secondary education for the 
children of a town which is already catered 
for amounts to a duplication of sc~·vices. 

One notices with regret the small endow­
ment yJrovirled i11 the Estimates for the 
Cniversitv of this State·. The rnivcrsit·. is 
undoubtedly the coping stonp of our ccl~lC'a­
tional structure, and in my opinion it is finan­
cially starved. In addition to being a seat of 
lParning, it is a centre of inquiry and re· 
:;;carc·h. Tbf' publil' f'xornina.bon ,~~~tPHl of 
the lTniver.sitv: is a broad and de~rnocratic 
ono, which ali:ords opportunity to every boy 
.me! girl in this State to graduate to it. 
Therefore, we should ('XCrcisc as rnuch con­
cern about tlw development of the Univer· 
sltv as v1c would about anv other section 
of· the educational system. ·The llniversity 
has played an important part in the solu­
tion of many of the problems that have con· 
frontcd the StatP. I instance the fruit fly, 
bunchy top, bananct rijlening, prickly-pear 
pc<:::t;;;, anJ. other problun:;; that haYr• bf'Pil 
successfully ovcrconw with the help of the 
work of the rniversitv. Their solution has 
rc·mltcd in increased ·wealth in the indus­
tries concerned; and the work of the Uni· 
Yersitv warrants a reasonable share of that 
\nalth being devoted to the development 
Df that institution. Tho University has 
al:-:o played its part in inquiri0s intyo our 
1niuing tlnd oth('r important industries in 
Qtwensland, and I contend that CYcrv assist· 
nncr' should be given to this section" of our 
cJ uca i ion a 1 systern. 

I would sugg<>·t that some consideration 
be p:iwn to the establishment \Yithin the 
l_iniYPrsity of faculties of law, n1cdicine, and 
dentistry. Time and time again the absence 
of such fa cult i<'s has been mentioned by 
leaders of our thoug-ht, and in spite of the 
ovcr-intrcasing and deflnjte demand for then1 
nothing seems to be done. The inclusion of 
these faculties in the rnivenity of Queens­
land would ha ye the effect of placing it on 
an equal status with the Universities of the 
othf'l' States. \Yhv should it be nccessarv 
for the young men [md women of Queensland 
to prorncd to Sydnev or to the other States 
of the Commonwealth to obtain a degree 
in law or medicine? VIe as Queenslanders 
should have a State pride. We should aim 
at being as well equipped in every regard 
as the other States of our Comomnwealth, 
and I commend to the Government the 
addition of the faculties of law, medicine, 
and dentistry to the University of Queens· 
land. 

The Uni,-ersit~· buildings themselves are 
a reflection on the people of Queensland, 
and I hope that the time is not far distant 
when we will have in this capital city of 
Queensland a fully equipped University of 
which we shall haYe good reason to be 
proud. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
STRUCTI0:\1' (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[4.9 p.m.]: The matters mentioned by the 
hon. mernber will receive my very careful 
consideration. 

Resolution 44-(Department of Public 
Instruction-Chief Office) agreed to. 

Resolutions 45 to 55, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 56-" Dezwrt 111 < nt of .c!yricul· 
lure lllld Stotk-Chicf Office"-

JYir. FOLEY (Tormanbp) [4.11 p.rn.]: I did 
not have the opportunity of speaking '0': thrs 
\-ote in Con1111ittoe-there \Vas not suffierent 
time. The matter I wish to raise is the posi· 
tion of agriculture generally and the outlook 
of those persons \V ho follow the voca twn of 
the cultivation of the soil m Queensland. 
Ilon. members opposite haYe for some time 
been sveaking about the man on the land, 
as if thev reallv rcpre,ented tho country 
districts ~f this 'State. Thev or many of 
them call thernsel,-es the "Cmintry Party." 

The area that I represent, and the areas 
representeJ by a nuruber of other hon. n1crn~ 
bers sitting- on this c·ide of the House, rrrtlly 
coni'titutc what is known as the couutry 
portions of this State, whilst hon. l}Iembcrs 
opposite represent only what might be 
termed snburba11 areas, although there 1s no 
doubt that in their areas there arc many 
settlers engaged in the eultiYation of the 
;::oil and in following agriculture generally. 
The point that I desire to . stress. is that 
\vhilst it is necessary for a caplt.ahs~rc socrety 
as \Ve know it to produce agncultural pro­
ducts to ~ustain itself, the present system 
of agricultural organi:-:;ation does no~ sec111 
to fit in with the existing fonn of socwty .af} 
a whole in anv of the capitalistic countncs 
of the worlcl. including .\ustralia and 
Queensland. If the vro'·cnt form of agncul­
tural socjet'l:- j_, the ideal forn1 under the 
present capitali~tje sy~ten1, 1;vhy arc the af?ri­
culturi::;b iu practicall~, every agra.nan 
country throughout the \vorld to-clay rn <1 

perilous plig-ht tlnancially? They are unable 
to rnect their COll1nlitinenh~. and they are 
practically left with no alt'rnatiYc but to 
~eek fina~1cial assi~tance fron1 the Govern­
Incnt. 1\lanv vca r~ ago English statesmen 
rertli,ed the" ,.,;Jation of agriculture to the 
other phases of societ~·. and no encourage· 
u1cnt vvhai ever \Vas giycn to the dcvclollll18Ylt 
of a"ricultural pursuits in that country 
becau~c' of the contradiction to which I have 
referred. The agricultural form of society 
did not conform \vith the prevrtiling system 
of production that was then being followed. 
and was the most profitrtblc m that country. 
Consequently, Great Britain dec~ded to 
import most of her foodstuff reqmrements 
from the ag-rarian countries of the world, 
ancl declineCl to make any effort towards 
the provision of her own foodstuff require· 
ments internallv. 

There must b~ some underlying cause for 
the present position of agriculture through· 
out the world. \V c are now verging on the 
sixth vear of the world crisis, but agricul· 
ture i~r the Yarious countries of the world 
is still in much the same plight, if not 
in a wor,e plight than vvhen the crisis first 
oc<:urred. In Australia v;e are worried about 
the poosibility of Great Britain imposing 
quotas on the introduction of some of our 
primary products into th~t co~ntry: , Th(l 
United States of Arncrrca IS at Its w1ts end 
in an endeavour to placate the farmers of 

Mr. F'oley.] 
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that country. an<l place tJ,em in a better 
financial position. ln South America the> 
authorities are at their \vits' t>nd a',;; to what 
to d0 .,,·ith the coff<'C crop, which is burnt 
by the millions of bags becaucc it i;; impos­
sible to find a market for the product in any 
part of the world. In sorno of the European 
countries decrees are being issned for thR 
destruction of stock, particularly dairy stock, 
hee:.tuse rnarket~ arc not available for the 
surplus production of butter and cheese. 
Apparently, eYery country appears to be 
faced with the sanH! paradoxical difficulty, 
and the paramoullt questions are whether 
the methods pm.oued in most agricultural 
countries to-day arc the proper methods in 
vie\'<~ of tf1e chaPgcd and changing order::­
of ~ociety, and whether the eronornics of 
<, ~~-riculture arc being prorJerly studied with 
a Yiew to bringing agricllltnral society and 
}lrr:dnction into <:'Onformitv \Yith 1noclern da v 
~ociety. ~ · 

If one con,id<'rs the subjcd for a momrnL 
one nm t realise tl1at in 1 he region of 
secondary production a collective, social, 
or ma~s produrtion s.vstern hrts lwen (?Yolved 
on a ht§!C 'l:alc, whilst on the other hand 
agricu~turf' endeavours to coniinue under 
th-r ef!'Ptc individualistic svstcm of produc­
tion. lt ,-;hould be appar('l~lt to the .ayerngc 
indi\·idual that herein is the n1oin trouble. 
If it is poiated out to hiru Le 1·\·ill agree to 
it.. In llJan~· cases: even in Queen~land. thE~ 
agricultnri~t. the 1nan on thu land. ha:-' 
('l](lea 1 ourPd to c::>tahlish an organi~:ution for 
tho collccrivo hunclling- of his products. In 
Qu('Pn~land that is done Hl"alls of the 
Council of Agrirulturc a~ cen1ral bodv. 
and Ya.rious Con11norlitv boarcL. T}w \Yho·L~ 
of the product is rolic,rted from the imli­
l·idLtal farmers and clispcsecl of tlu·ough a 
connnon agenr'.r. the etH.leaYour being to 
ohtaln bettPr result..... The dairy fanuer is 
an ilJu.,trfltion. He is Pnde:~Yotu·iug to 
c~rry on as an indiYiduali~t. but i~ sending 
h" product to a conteal Lmtter or c-l!C<'"' fec­
tory. I-Iis b\·-produrt~. ~uch a~ pig~, arc sent 
to the bacon factory to he handled collec-
1 Jyp]y and m on" in Con.;;. )llanf'e '"'it·h nrodern 
conditions. Is the time not ripe for Govern­
ment~, parliament~rians, the press, and the 
farn11ng- comnrunrtv to encouraO'e and 
deYcloj) an outlook i~ fayour of the ;ollective 
idea in farrning operations, in much tho sa1ne 
manner as these crram products are handled 
b_v butter factories? 

I kno\v ycry \Yell \Yhat ]~ ~oi11g on in 
::.o1nc otf1cr countries. It is comrnonlv 
known that ill An1crina. whc:_·e lar:'"'e ~-ea~(· 
fanning opf~rat.ions have bc0n prarti~ecl for 
a nurnber of years, they }JaYe bren able to 
wit!Jstancl the e!Lormous. fall in the pricP of 
prllnar,v product;; or. at least, to meet them 
1noro succc;;sfully than the ~mall fanners, 
who hoye !wen forced off their f0nn', »ot bY 
the hundreds hut hv the tens of thous1ncl~. 
Let us look at the big experiment being 
conducted at the proscnt tillu' in Russi·1. 
During the' luncheon adjournment I notic('d 
ln the Parlialuent.1r.r Library a little m:-u .. ,l­

zine, intituled "L.S.S.R. Chamber of Co~­
n1cTcc, ::\Ioscow. EcoJ~Olnir Ruryey ='Jo. 2. 
hsne March and "\pril, 1934, ., in _,;hi eh is to 
be found a report b,- :VI. Stalin, the head of 
the Communist Party in Russia. or the 
GoYernrnent of Russia. M. Stalin made a 
I'Pport to a -congrcs':.l on the progress in the 
Yariou" fields nnJcr it~ f'ontrol over .'1, period 
~l·orn the prC'vious congress. The figures I 
IntPnd to quote refer to what is kno,vn ..:1s 
th<' reorganisation period. Considerable 
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has been n1adc in ugricultnrc b,Y the 
dion of th collertiYist idc-: to rlrlll­

ing O}H'tatlons a~ rrgainst iht~ indiviJualiA~. 
idea. I recognise that the human clement 
cornes into this question, and it had to b·~ 
OYf ·con1c in that countrv as it n1ust be ovcr­
comt' in uny countr} t}~a.t departs front thr: 
indiYiclualii-it ~ystern of fartuing. \YP can 
tnJ;;:0 this report a:-:; a fairly a~·curatc onP. 
:-.pc~ng- it is rnadc to a. congTP:0-3 cm:.:-.i~t i!Jg 
of c1t~h~staio:;:. fro~11 ttll parts of Rnssin: n1nny 
of \Yh(;:ru arc krrn ~tudcnts of f'·<:onorni""'· 
and ha Ye a knowledge of r-conornic, .:::tlnJo:"tt 
as g-reat as t!Ftt of :\I. Stalin himself. The 
cultiYah :1 arP~'l of oll grain crops in Ru:-..-::ia 
unclf'r the collectivist svstf'm incrC'a~cd fron1 
94,000,008 hectare•, in' 1931 to 101,500.fQO 
hcctan?;;: nt thP time of the congrr "·"'· 

The follo1Ying arc significant figures:-

CULT! V ATED AREA OF ALL CROPS IK THE 
U.S.S.R. 

Total culti,-ated area 
(a) Grain 
(b) Technical 
(f') VPgetables 
(d) Fodder 

In Millions of 
Hcctarec. 

1913. 1933. 
105.0 129.7 
94.4 101.5 

4.5 12.0 
3.8 8.6 
2.1 7.3 

C<:LTI\'ATED AREA oF TECHXTCAL CnoPs rx 
e.s.s.R. 

Cotton 
Flax (lont( Gbre) 
Sugar l)('cL 
Oil seed 

In Millions of 
Hectares. 

1913. 1933. 
0.69 2.05 
1.02 2.40 
0.65 1.21 
2.00 5. 79 

GRoss PRonucnox oF GRAix Axn T~-:cnxrc\L 
CROPS IN THE 'C.S.S.R. 

Grain 
Cotton (raw) 
Flax (fibre) 
Sugar beet 
Oil-hearing plants 

In Million 
Centners. 

1913. 1933. 
801.0 898.0 

7.4 13.2 
3.3 5.6 

109.0 90.0 
21.5 46.0 

That country, "·here under the collectivist 
svstem all possible oYcrhead expenses are 
eliminated and over-capitalisation is aYoidccl. 
is the on! v l'Ountrv in the world that is 
sho1ving ariy progrc~s in an extension of the 
areas under cu1tiYation and an increase in 
the production. 

Mr. PLUKKETT: What about the position of 
the farmer? 

Mr. Ji'OLEY: If from 1913, when the far­
mer as an individualist worl<ed on his strip 
farm, to the present day such an improvc­
nwnt has taken place in the case of oil­
benring plant'•, alone that the production has 
increascJ from 21,500,000 centners to 
46,000,000. it follows that the farmer is in 
a much better position. 

Mr. l'L UXKETT : He is poorer to-clay than 
ever. 

Mr. FOLEY: Ko. As a matter of fact, 
the figures point to the fact that the farmer 
in that country is showing a general impro,·e­
ment, while the farmer in eYer_v other coUll­
try throughout the so-called civilised capita­
list '"odd is looking forward to aid and 
assistance from Govcrnrr10nt~. 

:Yir. PLUXKETT: Because he is over-taxed 
by your Government. 
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. ::\Ir. FOLEY: It is not a question of taxa­
ban. As a matter of fact, hon. members 
opposite do not wish to sec the position as it 
really io. Their pottv politics lead them to 
make inane interjections with a viow to 
diverting the minds of the farmers from the 
tme position in order that some political 
gain 1nay r0 ,,ult. Consider the position in 
South An1erica, and in particular in Brazil. 
Consider also the position in the United 
States of Arnl'rica, where it is claimed that 
practically no taxation exists. flow is it 
that the farmer tlwre is in the same plight 
as the farmer in Queensland and in other 
parts of the world? In Japan, which indus­
trially is the most prosperous country in the 
"·oriel, the position of the farmer is just 
as d(-~plorahle as in Great Britain or in 
other countries where industrial conditions 
are at the lo\Ycst ebb. \Ylw not face those 
facts? \Vhv not endeavour~ to ascertain tho 
true positioit with a Yie'v to creating a public 
opinion among the farn1ing comn1unit.y that 
the pmition may be rectified by adopting 
the co-oper<1tiYc idea in production, just 
as that system is Leing applied in the manu­
facture of the ra' prodnct into th0 market­
a hlo artide. I adnnco the sugg-e,tion that 
the farming system world-wide does not f,t 
in \Yith the caniblist svstem as a result 
of the indiYidnafist form of production being 
adopted in farn1ing f!Prwral1y throug-hout the 
\Yorld, whereas on th0 secondary side other 
forms of production are developing up to 
tho trustified stage, \Yhcrc• the late·t scientific 
technique is l1eing appli<•cl to industry. In 
farming the old individualists method is still 
being pursued. 

\Y c are openln.[Y up certain areas of land 
in this Stat~~ in the nor \ t?rv di;;;.trrnt future. 
In mv district the Soeret,arv for Public 
Lands. is opelling up land in 'the Theodore 
area for selection. and it is proposed that 
n1ixcd fanning, Jairying, and the produc­
tion of other ('OrnrnoditlPs will be carried 
on there. Each fHmcr will have his own 
~et of vardf'. r:ach \vill ~Lll'l'nund hirn~clf 
with a ff'nCP. ench ''"lll ha,·e hi~ ov\Tll water 
snpplv. Ono ''a tor supply would probablv 
be• adequate for two fanm. ono set of yards, 
and one fence. The farrn is soon OYCr­
r:tpitalif'ed. 'vltf'rcas if a different system 
were applied favourable results \Yould be 
obtained. I apprPciate the llcccssity for 
0Y8l'Coming the human elPrrlCllt. rrhcr(' will 
be difficulties in thai' roopcct; they ha 1 e been 
experienced in the pa ;t in our group settle­
ment SY·tcm. I maintain that if the Govern­
ment \~ipPd off all the arrears~as they intend 
to do \vith some sections, owing to the im­
DOfsib1r cor:dition the farrnPrs find themselves 
in-and gayo concession after concession, 
ncvcrtbe1ess .jo 1ong :-ts the present system 
continued they wculd hano to continue to 
grant concessJons to the farmers of this 
State. That would be necessary owing to 
the fact that tlw system that is being fol 
lmYed does not fall into line with the system 
of capital ism as a whole. \Yhat possible 
chance would the old-type craftsman, who 
<'mploycd ono or two hands before the fac­
tory system started in England, have in com­
petition with a n1ass production systern 110\V 
in operation in that country? Not a ghost 
of a chance! Yet hon. members opposite 
attribute our troubles to taxation! As a 
ma ttcr of fact the anorage farmer to-da,. is 
not earning sufficient to n1ake hin1 as::-.ess­
able for taxation. 

:Mr. KE~~Y: \V hat about the relief tax? 

~1Ir. FOLEY: If that is going to make the 
difference between success and failure it is 
a poor lookout for the farming community 
of this State. There is a bigger factor 
behind the whole thing. I put forward the 
sugge,tion that the time is ripe fur a 
thorough invc;.;tiga6on in order to ascer­
tain if it is not possible to create a different 
outlook among,;t the farming community of 
ihis State with a view to inculcating in them 
the <'o-oporati,-e or collective idea for their 
ov. n benefit, and thus bringing the fanning 
inrlustrv into line with other branches of 
industr}'; in other \Yards, to do on the land 
whn t is being done on the factory side of 
production. 

Mr. DEACO:\' (Cnnninyham) [4.34 p.m.]: 
The !ton. member for K ormanb- has read 
frorn a Hussian 1nagazine a story ·that sonnd:) 
all right; but l{~t the hon. rnf'rnber read a 
hit further. Let him road some of tho 
storjo~. related bv visitors to RuF~ia. Let 
him read some o'f the books in the Parlia­
mentarv LibmrY. Lot him r·cad there the 
storv of absolut~ utter failure as related by 
an Oflicial who was endcayouring to carry 
out the collcctiYo syotem of farming. There 
is a book in the library written bv one of 
tho chief commissars, who poi'nts out 
that he \Yas uuable to get the peasants 
to work under the colJectiYe syst01n, and 
that production had fallen off and stock 
had died. Last year there 'vas an enor­
rnous shortage of stoek in Russia-cattle 
and horsPo had dice! ing to lack of atten­
tion. Yet the hon. member for Kormanby 
~uggcsts that \VC should adopt that sysicrn 
in l~nccnslnnd! The collective systcrn of 
fanniu;; in Rus2ia \Yas inaugurated by con~ 
liscating the farms O\Ynod by the wealthy 
and p;_·ospc1·ous lando\YllCrs. The Govern­
mcelt then took all the land o[ the pea­
sauts. Tlw:· certainly left the smaller pea­
~m;t 'd1o was rlot doing Ycry "\Yell. They 
took the lando>Yncrs and sent them to work 
in the coal mine'. Thcv then placed all 
the pca,,allts uudPr Inilita'ry rule and droyc 
man. wornaH, and child to 'York. Thov had 
to \York. They were ~1avcs. It \Ya~ ju~t 
sla Ycrv. The work was done under anned 
gunrcl~. Soldier~. with rifles, accon1panied 
them to the liclrl io sec that they did not 
st<'~l. Tf tlH'Y stole the:: wore shot. In spito 
of those mcthods~ha rei rlriving, shooting, 
murder~in spite of all this, production has 
fallen until this year all Russia is on rations. 

n,1r. FoLEY: That is \vrong. 

Mr. DEACO:\': It is rig-ht. 
Mr. FOLEY: It is not. 

:\h. DEACOK: It is right. The hon. 
member can make a search all(] find out the 
export fron1 Ru'<:>sia to-n;::,J in grain or any 
other fann producr. The figurp.;; are lo·wcr 
than they were under the reign of the Czar. 

Mr. FoLEY: Leave Ru·sia out of it. 

Mr. DEACO:'\: The hon. member has 
baf'c•d eYerything on R.ussia. 

Mr. FoLEY: I did not. 

Mr. DEACO:'\: He d0·,ircd that \Ye should 
adopt the system prevailing in Russia. 

;\lr. FOLEY: 2\'o, I did not. 

Mr. DEACO:'\: He desired that every­
thing should be run on the co:Jcctivo s; otem. 
He desired a collective system of farmmg. 
\Vhen the Labour Gm·ernment adopted the 
collective s:ptem in Queensland as regards 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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cattle stations, what do we find': They were 
rnanagf'd by tbc Government. 

:111'. Fou;y: They were managed by indi­
Yiduals. 

l\Ir. llJ<:ACOK: Thcv \\·ere managed by 
the GoYerunw11t in the interests of the cmu­
nlunitv. Thrv were a mis0rablc fa.iltu·e from 
start 'to fiuis.h, while cattle stations along· 
~ide, rnanaged b.v individuals. ]Jl'OsperPd. 
The\ Loth had tlJC sanw sPt of conditions. 
The. GovcrnrneJJt catt:c stations failed until 
the GoYertuncnt thetu.selYes had to confess 
they were a failure. They do not talk about 
then1 now. Each and CYcrv one of the Si~1tc 
enterprises condu('ted 1n (~ucenslancl was u 
failure. 

::VIr. FOLEY: Ho\'• is it your collcctivo 
butter factories arc not failures? 

:\Ir. DEACON: IV c ha Ye not got collectiYe 
butter factories. Our butter factoric, are 
run on the co-opcratiYc system, in which 
every man has a personal interest. 

Mr. FOLEY:' He would ha Ye the same 
under the system I adYocated. 

::VIr. DEACOK: :\ot at all. lt all goes to 
tlw con1n1unitv. A.ll of the agricultural 
cornnlunit\· v;ollld bccornc the slan?s of the 
people in~ the rit.y. \Vho is going out on 
the lalld, "·hen vou have ideal conditions 
existing in the city? Who \\Ould go on the 
land and stay there? They might be forced 
to go the-re; they would have to be forced 
to stay there. Of course. the hon. member 
for ::\ornwnby. we know, is the oalv genuine 
Socialist on th.at side of tll(' I-10usc. I{o 
belieye·, in that system, but he is the only 
one that does. The remainder, although 
11ot willing to adrnit it. arc Conscrvativ( .,_ 
They are Tories. (Laughter.) The': are all 
helieYers in the S\"stem of indiYidnal effort. 
They ha,~e dropiJC~d their socialistic prin­
ciple, cxccpt

1 
of course. ou paper-for their 

electio!l campaigns. rrhc_v have Flll given 
up the idE'a of nationalisation of catiJo 
stations and farms, except the hon. member 
for K orrnanby. I-Ic is the only gf-lnuinc and 
hmH·st Ln Lour member on thttt side of the 
I-Ionse. (Ln ughter.) 

=,Jr. BAHDEH (Bmulabrru) [4.40 p.m.]: 
I desire ro associate myself to the fulles.t 
t•xtcnt with the remarks made bv the hon 
nwmLer for Normanby. Hon. mernbers oppo­
site adopl tho attitude that when statements 
ctuauatc fron1 this side of the House regard~ 
ing our rnagnificent c,Juntry they should 
courncract such statcrncnts by stating that 
things haYc gone to the dogs. I have heard 
E1ore ignorance about thiugs Russian dis­
ph_P'rl by hon. members on the other side 
of the House generally than I ha vc ever 
heard before in my life on auy single 
subject. The hon. member for Cunningham 
unfortunatclv read some book to show the 
failure of th~c agricultural systcn1 in Russia. 
EYer since tllfJ Russian re\ olution in 1917 
Russian refuc:·ces have not been allowed, of 
their own freewill, to return to their natiYe 
country. If you pick up the book by a Rus­
sian Countess entitled " The First One Back," 
vou 'vil1 gain a different in1pression from 
that sought to be conveyed by hon. mem­
bers opposite to-day. I make bold to say 
that Russia is In a king n1ore progress in 
scientific agriculture than any other coun, 
try in the world. ·what. was to be expected 
from '"' nation of 140,000,000 people" Hon. 
members opposite talk about slaverv in 
Ru'Sia. What \vere nine-tenths of the -Rus­
sian people but serfs and slaYes prior to 

[J'lr. Deacon. 

the Hussian rcmlution. I remember that 
in 1882. wl1Cll I was a young fellow, reading 
r:;c arguments in the pr<'55 of the old 
country, and tlw pre" of the \\·orld genN· 
allv relating to the co·t of productiOn. The 
cc :t of production in those clays under the 
terrible svstem of abject slaYery was prac· 
tica1ly nil. I loaded wheat .on two occa­
sions at Odessa "'""" back m the early 
ei-,·htics when tens of -millions of bmhels of 
p:;1in were simply dumped m1 the so-ca!led 
,\charves at a cost of prachcally nothmg, 
because it ,, as produced by serf labour. Hon. 
members opposite refer to th<' people of 
}{u,sia as slaYes. Let them go back to early 
historv when the dukes and prlnct~s retained 
tens of thousands of people under the most 
abject kind of slaYcry to produce wheat 
which became the 1n·operty of the dukes and 
princ0s \vho wore their l~ossf's._ I_Inlncw3e 
progres.;;; has been nutdc 111 sc1cnbfic und 
cvoperatiYe a&Tic~lture .throughC!ut the 
·world, in Ru~s1a 1n particular, Since _the 
reYolution of 1917. I'Vhether tho world llkes 
it or not we ha vc to recognise the fact that, 
as l'cnny::-on 2aid-

" Our little systems haYc their day 
T bey ha vc their day and cease to be.'' 

At 4.45 p.m., 
::\lr. Sn:.iKER resumed the chair. 

::\lr. DAHBER: A tremendous change has 
tn ken place in tho devclopnwnt of agricul­
ture just as there has bt:en a trmncndous 
~ric11tific change in other phaq'-, of v;·~J_rld 
pror\uction. The old systC:ln of I?~·odu_ctiOll 
b uoin rr to cban ere \Y bother \VC 11k0 It or 
nota and the Rus;i,qn nation is sho\ving the 
\~ u~~. If hon. :n1enh .. 'ers opposite would re~d 
the' " l\lo:-3cow News n and the So-net 
" Time·>" thev would find set out from week 
to \VPPk fufl ancl comprehcnsin~ statc­
Jncnts sho,yiuo· the progress that ):-:; being 
Inaclc in an-ri;ulture in Russia, because the 
farmers of Russia haYe adopted the eo, 
operatiyo systern. In th~~ e~rly clays when 
I fir't became asoociated with the Labour 
mov-ement one of the planks of the party's 
platform was a co-opcratiYe Commonwealth, 
and so far :as I a1n concEn1cd I have never 
receded a step from it, and I stand by the 
principle I ad\'ocated oner forty years 
ago. I recogJnse that therem hcs the pro­
grc-=s of the world; the VYorlJ VYill have to 
accept those conditions ~H _go_ under. 1t1

1
any 

nations prior to Great BntaHl_haYC haa to 
go under; nations that hav-e ]lyed for. cen­
turies ha vc ~one under because of then· 
refusal to ap;ly progrcs;;;iye tncasures. T_ho 
whole of the world will haYe to recogmse 
that unless we arc prepamd to develop the 
agricultural iudustrv on co-operative hncs 
\YU can make no prOgrcs~. I rrla;' not be i;1 

order if I refer to anythmg outs1de of agrt· 
cultural development. 

\Vith the aid of modern appliance' :llld 
the best scientists aYailable agricultnre in 
Ruseia ha·, progressed beyond all expecta­
tion. I would invito hon. members wl:u 
treat this subject very lightly to _read some 
books on the questwn by Huss1ans them­
se1YC'·· I suggest that they should read 
"Rod Bread," by 11. Hindus, a Russ1an 
gentleman, who left Russia in _the latter 
part of the last century. He 1mgrated to 
the United States of America and became 
a \Yca!thY manufacturer, but since the estab­
lishment- of t.he> present regime in Russia 
he has visited Russia annually. Read 
\\"hat lw has to say OJl the n1.J.tter! Thifl 
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:<ubjeet is ,·cry distasteful to hon. members 
orposite, but I take my stand with tiH' 
Hussian )Jcople in that regard. They lwvo 
uutdo lrnrnen~c progrcc;,s; in fact, greater 
progress than any other nation in the world. 
I n•poat. we have to face it. It may not be 
very pJ.-ccsant for us to do so, but we have to 
clo "so, and sooner or later every nation 
in the world will have to alter its methocls, 
csjwcia!ly its agricultural methods. I have 
seen tens of millions of bushels of wheat 
in the gra11aries and on the vvharves at 
Rmsian seaports. \Yhen rain fell it got 
wet bccanse it ·was unprotected, but as soon 
a..; the fro~.:'~ and SllO\V can1c- it set and froze 
nntil the grain bcca1ne 0ncrustod ,vith a 
hard surface. The transport was drawn 
close to the wharf. The worker> then 
tunnelled into the face of the wheat and 
cartPd it in basket·; to the steamer's hold 
until tlw n•so<el was loaded. It makes me a 
bit sore when I hear people talking about 
thC' Rus;ian people being slaves. :\'"ever in 
their histor0• have the Russian people been 
as well off as thev are to-dav. H<tlf a 
r011tury ago I saw thou-;ands o( these Rus~ 
'ian '' orkcrs, and I saY lwre to-dav without 
fear of contradiction. ihat those people are 
on thP right lines whether in the applica­
tion of science to agriculture or other phase, 
uf httnlan acti,Tity and progress. I look for­
\\' .rd to the time-I am going down the 
hiil, perhaps, but there is always the youth­
ful ~pirit to keep one going~that it is in 
t hP bPst interests of the people of the British 
Eillpirc :lllci the people of thP world to adopt 
tlH"' eo-ont>rGtiYe n1cthod to which the Ru~"ian 
people han· c]pvoted themselves. 

Illr. EDWARDS: There is a split in the 
part:: all right! 

1\Ir. BAHBER: There is no split at all. 

J\Ir. PLC\KETT (,1/lm·i) [4.52 p.m.]: I 
was most sony and disappointed to hear tlw 
speech lll a de b:<· the hon. member for 
J\'onnanbv, in which ho achocatcd Russian 
1ncihods iu regard to vroduction in Aus~ 
tralia. Ir ;, rather remarkable that anv 
rc:ponsible member of Parliament should 
recornmc~ci that we should adopt such 
Jnethods in regard to 11roduction as arc now 
arloptecl ill Hmsia, bera use it is well known 
that the producers in Hussia to-day are 
Louncl down Ly s1aYish conditions. 

l\Ir. llmnm: That is all bunkum: it is 
:ignorant lmnkun1. " 

Mr. FLC'\KETT: It ic not bunkum. The 
production in Russia to-day is under Go­
,-crnmcnt control. That production is ex­
ported under Go.-ornomnt control and placed 
on the markets of the world and sold bv 
the same control for what it will bring. Acs 
a result of this sacrifice of the production 
of people under sl" .-ish conditions, the 
markets of the worlrl ha,-e been brought to 
a state of chaos, and the markets of some 
of QuePmland's exportable products have 
been se.riousl:, handi(·a 11ped. It is rather 
astoundmg to hear the hon. member for 
'\ ormanbv ach-ocate that svstern. 

Mr. F~LEY: I did not. c 

Mr. PLU~KETT: The hon. member 
adyocatPd tho Rus~ian system. 

Mr. FoLEY: I am advocating tho collec· 
tive idea in agricultural production. 

:VIr. l'LU:c\KETT: The hon. member 
advocated socialised production. 

Mr. FOLEY: You will not face the problem 
at all. 

l\Ir. PLC::\KETT: The hon. member 
should be known as Public Encmv J\io. 1 
in so far as Queensland producers care con­
corned. 

l\lr. SPEAKER: Order! 
1\Ir. FOLEY: So far as I am concerned, 

you can nan1e lllf: that. 

Mr. PL1~KKETT: It has been stated to­
clay that if private enterprise cannot employ 
people it is the function of the Gon•rnmcnt 
to do so. Let us analyoe that proposition. 
The progress that Australia has made so 
far has been duo to individual dfort and 
private enterpri,e, People who say that 
privat~ entcrpri~c has failed 1night ansvvcr 
this question: \Yhy has it failed! FrT the 
sin1plt"' reason that a burden has been put 
upon priYate cnterpri~e by Govcnnnents 
that n1akcs industries unprofitable, with the 
l'f'':mlt that "iYO are facing our prc3cnt posi~ 
tion. 

l\Ir. For.EY: You are real!:<· too simple to 
listE~n to. 

l\Ir. PLCXKETT: I am not too simple 
to disagree with the hon, llll'ntbPr in his 
ad\'ocacy of the Russian system. The posi­
tion is that private cntcrpri;-;e cannot pro­
gre:;;.s lJy rr-a~on of the interference to whicl. 
it is mbjcct and the taxation \Yhich is 
in1posed upon it by various Goyernme11ts. 
1\Iany people in this country ' 1nnot got \York 
and IYC have to keev these people in exi:'itence 
by borroY'I·cd money. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is getting rather \Yide of the subject. 

:\1r. PLCNKETT: It is a wide subject, 
JY1r. Speaker, vvheu 're can travel fro1n 
Russia to Queensland. It has b<'en argued 
this afternoon that private enterprise has 
failed in regard to n1any of our activities. 

The PRnriER' Your \\"hole co-operative 
:-;ystem is an argument in favonr of that 
contention. 

~lr. PLUXKETT: I do not agree with 
that altogether. 

The PnniiER: Yonr v hole pooling sYstem 
is a negation of private enterprise. 

}Ir. PLU)IKETT: But the system where­
bv fanners co-operate and nu:tkc a success 
of their undertaking is diffPrcnt from the 
eystun of Government control advocated by 
the hon. member for :Normanby. , 

The PnE~IIER: To the extent that co-opera­
tiYe activity succeeds, it replaces priYatc 
entL•rprisc. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: The hon. gentleman 
who intcrj ects has been aswciatcd with 
Govenuncnt controL and we know what 
happened in regard to State enterprises. 

:VIr. SPEAKER: Order! Were there any 
State enterprise~ associated with this vote'? 

Mr. PLCXKETT: I do not think we haYo 
got so far as that. \Ye had State stations. 

Mr. SPE~~KER: Order! 
}1r. PLUNKETT: In achocating collec­

ti.-e farming methods for this country the 
hon. member for Kormanh:v is adopting an 
entirely wrong attitude, for it would be a 
wrrv cl a v for Australia if such a svstem 
were int;:oduced. Despite what is claimed 
for the conditions existing in Russia, it is 
the last resource we should adopt in Queens­
land or Australia. 

Rcso:ution 56 (Department of Agriculture 
and Stock-Chief Office) agreed to. 

Mr, Plunkett.] 
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Resolutions 57 to 78, both inrlmive, agreed 
to. 

Resolution 79-" Department of Labour 
and lndustry"-

Mr. KEJ'\1'\Y (Cook) [4.59 p.m.]: I do 
not think this resolution should be agreed 
to. This is a vote on \vhich we have been 
desirous of having a discussion for some 
considerable time. This is the first oppor­
tunity we have had for three years of deal­
ing with tlw effect of unemployment on the 
State and on the people. It is a question 
on which the Govermueut have shuffled for 
three year:5. and it is a question on 1vhich 
we do not intend to let them shuffle any 
further. 

At 5 p.m., 

:VIr. SPEAKER: In a~cordance ''.ith th 
proyi~ion:' of Standing- 0l'd(~r .:-\o. 307 ~Lllcl 
the Sessional Order of 29th August, I shall 
!10\Y proC'ccd to put tl1c resolution undc~r dis­
C'Ussion and the n:solutions not alrl'adv 
agre-ed to by the Hou~e. ~ 

Resolution 79 (Department of Labour and 
Industry) agreed to. 

Resolutions 80 to 86, both inclusive, agreed 
to. 

WAYS A~D ::\IEA:'\S. 

HEsr:\IFno~ OF Co~niiTTEE. 

(Jfr. 1-la,/sOn, !Jurandn in thr chui1.) 

The TRE,\Sl:UER (lion. \Y. Forgan 
Smith. Jlut' ay) l5.1 p.m.J: 1 l!lOI·c-

That. to\-Yards 1nakincr {rood the 
granted to His ~Iajc~t~·~ for the 
of the year 1934-35, a further 

:-'nm 110t c:xt et di11g £4.630.180 lw grautcd 
out of the Con· olidatecl H.e\·cnue Fund of 
Queen:-L-._.ncl f'xclusiYe of the nJouCYs 

~t.tuding to thf~ ercdit of thr Lo~n Fur~d 
Ac-('Ollllt. 

"(h) Tlwt. to,~ ard~ n1akjng goocl the 
Sup)!ly gnu1tPd to IIis ::H<ljP~t)·. for tltc 
senicc of the year 1934-35, a further 
HliTl uot Px.cccdiug £3,044.673 be g}'{uJtcd 
fron1 the' Ttust aud Special Fund~. 

That. tOIYanl-; rnaking good th2 
granted to 1-lis :::vlajesty. for t!le 
of the yPar 1934-35, a further 

'um not excr·eding £2.150,000 be granted 
frmn thC' n1onc~ ,": :~tanding to the credit 
of tl1c Loan Fund Account. 

"11l) That. to,,·ards 111aking good 1hc 
Su1Jply granted to IIis 1Iajesty. for the 
scrnce of the year 1933-34. u SU)1plc­
ll1L'Iltary sum not exceeding £83.709 5s. 
4d. br' !?'ranted out of thr~ -Consolidated 
HcYPill1e Fund of C,luccnsland exelu~iv(• 
of the• HIOlJPy~ ~randing to the credit of 
thr' Loan Fund Account. 

"(') Th·nt, towards making· good the 
Snpllly grantPcl to I-Iis ::VIajesty, for the 
serncc of the year 1933-34. a supple­
niPntary ~tun Hot exceeding £444.216 15s. 
9d. lw "ranted from the Trust and 
Spt cial l~n1d~. 

"(f) That, towards making goocl the 
Snpply granted to His l'viajest~·, for the 
ccnice of the year 1933-34. a supple­
mentary sum not exceeding £314.216 8>. 
2d. be granted from the moneys stand-
1n;r to the credit of the Loau Fund 
Ar·eount. 

·• (f/) That. toward~ rnaking good the 
Suppl,v gnuJtf'cl to Hi~ }Jaje,;;;iy, ou 
.accotun, for tl1c scrYicc of the year 1935-

[Jlr. Kenny. 

36, a sum not excPcdinp: £1,800,000 lJP 
granted out of the Con~olidatc'd RcYt'lllW 

Fund of Quccnsla11d cxc1u:~iYe of 1 lie 
rno11cys stanf!ing to the credit of rh0 
Loan Fund Account. 

''(h) That. towards making: go·;d the 
Supply granted to 1-Iis ~laje;jt;:, on 
account, for the sen·ice of the year 1935-
36, a sum not exceeding £1,000.000 br' 
granted from the Trust and Special 
Fnntl:-;, 

"(i) That, towards making good 1llc 
Supply grantPcl to IIis l\1nje:-,t.\', o~l 
account, for the oervice of the year 1935-
36. a snm not exceeding £750.000 be 
granted frm11 the nroneys standing to 
the credit of the Loan Fu11d Accouilc" 

l\Jt-. WlENHOLT (Fassijcr:1) [5.4 p.m.]: 
I think I an1 within rny right~ in raising 
no\v a rr1atter I intended to bring forward 
\VhPn the Railway Dcpartn1 :ut E3t1Jnates 
crnne before the CharnbPr for consideration. 
As those Yotc=:s did not corne up for di_-;r·b­
sioH, I rnust avail my_~elf of tlH' only Ol)POr­
tuHity thut rPrnains to rne to bring t!-ll' n1a1tt~J· 
fon'" al'd. I arn glad the ~linister fur Tran~­
porl is pt'P::lPnt. so that I can appe:tl to JJjru 
direct. The po"ition of the employees oa 
the I~yogle Railway i::; not nt all a sc•ti~fGc­
tory one. The Kyogle RaihYay wa~ not 
onlv a h,.~brid btL~ines~: it \Ya3 a .; triUrid ,. 
bU:"llH'~;;;:. ~ 

The TREA,,URER: You voted for the agree­
ment machl by t!Je 11oore Government. 

.:\Jr. YOENHOLT: I took this very same 
stand when that agreement was brought in 
by the Secretary for H.allw'lys of the day. 
I haYe always declared it is yery necessary 
to ge1 a eh or diYision of the spherco of tlro 
Connnonwealth, State, and local authoritie'. 
This particular arrangement \Vas one that 
.stru('k acro~s that prinCiple. 'The en1ployecs 
on this railway arc in a pecu1iarl:,· unsatis­
factory position. They appear to be like 
3.-lahOluct's coffin, betvvcen heaven and earth, 
and their \Yholc position is not clearly 
rlefinNL I belieYe the l\Iinister for Trans­
port will be no less sympathetic than any 
other hon. member of this Committee. I 
trust he \Yill carefully inYestigato this matter 
and clarify the, anon1alous position in whjch 
these employees find themseh-es. I notice 
that the hon. member for Oxley clnring this 
scss1on asked certain quE'stions of tho l\l:inis­
tcr for Transport touching upon the subject 
which I a1n no"' raising. 

I wish to read certain paragraphs 
extracted from letters receiYed on the wb­
jc{'t-

'; The wage~ paid to thf' n1en ar0 bc1o's 
the ba~ic rate for Queensland. Some of 
the men arc virorking undC'r a Federal 
a ward, and are paid in full £7 Ss. for 
ninety-six hours per fortnight. Group 2 
arc paid £7 1s. for eighty-eight hours. 
These men are paid under the New South 
\.Yalf's State award, and th0lr vvage~ aro 
determined bv the New Sout,h vV ales 
Industrial Co;.mis,ion althoug-h thev are 
and always have been working in the. 
Sta tc of Queensland." 

Another correspondent writes-
" It i~ all a mixed-up affair. Queens­

land blames New South \'Vales, and New 
South \Vales blames Queensland for our 
r·ondition. 

" To go back to the beginning, when 
applications were called in t,Jueenslancl 
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for ernplovees of the Railway Depart­
meut staff' to trausfcr to this section, no 
notice was given that we had to be 
taken oYer bv :::\cw South \Vales. 

" \V e are .not eligible for a transfer 
to Queensland at the present time. I 
haYe a cotnrnunication from the Cornmis­
sioner for RaihYays to this effect. 

"The Industrial Registrar of New 
South Wales states deflnitely that the 
N cw South \V ales a wards cannot operate 
in Queensland; yet we are subject to the 
FeclPral basic wage for New South Wales 
although we pa;, Queensland unemployed 
relief tax! \Ve are subject to the Public 
Son-ice Salaries Act-a matter of about 
7s. a fortnight-also ::\cw South \Vales 
superannuation-about 3s. a fortnight. 
\Ve are not allowed to transfer into 
Kew South \Vales either. 

'- Our contention is this : that if we 
pay the Public Service Salaries Act and 
superannuation we are entitled to the 
climatic allowance If we are not entitled 
to be paid the climatic, then we contend 
that the Public Service Salaries Act and 
superannuation should not be deducted 
from us. "\Vc have been hero for three 
aucl a-half years now. and have abso­
lntPly no ch;tnce of obtaining a transfer 
either "ay. in Queensland or Kew South 
\Vales. 

" Tf Queensland wishes something from 
LB thev take it. :::\ew South Wales does 
the sa'nw." 

TiJe,e quotations show the position of these 
etnploy('es and is a YCl'_v unsatisfactory one. 
They clo not really know "-hero they are. 
I believe that there is--

The CHA1R1\IAI';: Order! I have allowed 
the hon. mcmbc'r a great deal of latitude 
on the re"olution. The rewlutions now 
before the Committee are merely formal, 
and the remarks the hon. member is now 
making, or perhaps desires to make, can be 
Inadc during the second reading of the 
Apnropriation Bill-that is, if he doc;ires to 
do 'so. The moving of these resolutions is an 
cntirelv formal matter, and all the authori­
tic~ su']lport tl1at view. 

1\lr_ WIEJ\'HOLT: I take this opportunity, 
anyhow. of appealing to the Minister for 
Transport. I undentand a new agreement 
is contemplated. and he should take the 
opportunitv to have the position of these 
employees 'clearly defined in order that they 
will know where they stand. 

The :1II:\'ISTER FOR TRA)JSPORT 
(Hon. J. Dash, Jfundingburra) [5.11 p.m.]: 
Mr. Hanson--

The CI-IATRMAN: According to the rules 
that are invariably applied to this stage, 
the resolution is formal. 

Question-" That thll resolutions be agreed 
to" (Jfr. Smith's motion)-put and passed. 

The House resumed. 
'The CHAIR,J.\:s- reported that the Com­

rnittPP had c·on1c to certain resolutions, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

Re,,urnption of Committee made an Order 
of the Day for to-nrorTO\Y. 

RECEPTION AXD ADOPTIOX OF RESOLCTIOXS. 

On the motion of the Treasurer (Hon. \V. 
Forg·an S1nith. Jlrtrku,i/). tlw rc~olutions 
were recciYcd, and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATIOX BILL, :::\o. 3. 

Fms:r READIXG. 

A Dill, founded on the resolutions re­
ported from the Committee of 1\"a,-s and 
J\.leans, \Vas introduced, and read ~a first 
tir11e. 

SECOND RE.iDIXG. 

TJ,e TREASGRER (Hon. \Y. Forgan 
Smith, J£acJay): I moye-

" That the Bill he now read a second 
tirue.'' 

Mr. FADDEX (ll.m·nedy) [5.14 p.rn.]: 
Pculiarnent is now being asked to appro­
priate a stun aggregating approxirnately 
£1-t.250,000. including an increa~c in loan 
expenditure from £3.300,000 to £4,400,000 
alld an increased expenditure for inter­
mitteut unemployment relief from £1,411,174 
to £1.515.627. The Bill also include, an 
incrcast'rl appropriation for ration relief 
from £200.000 to £350.000. \Ye have been 
told that the unemployment position in 
(~ucen:-;land has iu1provcd, and \Ye hnse also 
been told that the policy of acceleration of 
loan C>xponditure has borne fruit-has been 
justified by rPsults. If the policy of the 
prc~ent Governnlcnt is shorn of its enl­
broiclerics, it is shown to be purely a policy 
of accelerated loan expenditure, the very 
same policy that was pursued by a Labour 
Gm-ernrrwnt from 1915 to 1929. The results 
of that disastrous policy can be ascertained 
frorn the>· financial records and achie\·ements 
of the Governments of those vears. If the 
present Government and tl!e people of 
Queensland confidently and optimisticly 
believe that we can horro,,- ourselves out of 
our difficulties, then it is logical and reason­
able to ask why it was not possible to 
achieve that desirable end during the boom 
periods in the history of this State. We 
know that between 1915 and 1929 millions 
of pounds were bonov;od and expended in 
Qucemlancl, hut that the results were disas­
trous. \V" know the tragic results of State 
('ntcrprise~;; we know the annual burdens 
that ha,-e to be bome to-da,, by the people 
c:f Queensland as a result of the loan policy 
of Labour Governments in the past. 

Let us review the position since 1931-32. 
These figures will show the expenditure from 
the various funds during the last vcar of the 
Moore Government and the per)od of the 
present GoYernmcnt-

J\Toorc 
Government. l'resent Government. 

1931-32. 

£ 
Loan Fund 1, lfi2, 910 

"Gnemploymcnt Rf'licf }"unci 1,'200,674 

19:32-33. 

£ 
2,188,022 

1,771,111 

1933~~ f __ 1_9_3_5_. --

£ , Estimated. 
3, 166,-±81 I £4,4oo,ooo 

1,003,000 1 1,950,000 

Mr. Fadclen.] 
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Those figures definitely show that the expen­
diture that should show the unemployment 
position and certainly should reflect any 
unemplovment improvement that exrsts has 
moved from £1.162,910 to an estimated 
expenditure of £4,400,000, so far as loan 
n1one_ys are concerned-or approximately 
four times the amount expended for the year 
1931-32-and from £1,200,674 to £1,950,000 
so far as the Unemployment Relief Fund 
is concerned. 

In addition, I desire to quote figures for 
the three months ended in September. They 
are the latest figures available, and with 
their aid we -hall have a better opportunity 
to study the position to as late a date as 
PO'·'ible. Thev will let us sec· whither we are 
clriftlng·. and C_,lHlblo us to ~ee how f~1r cti:-tant, 
the Government arc from a solution or to 
what extent they have secured any relief of 
unemployment, having regard to the factors 
that tho taxpaying community has to fi_nd 
the wherewithal. and the taxable capacrty 
of the people is dependent on favourable 
prices for our wool and the continuation of 
good seasons. \Ye are adopting an optimis­
tic outlook as to the future, hoping that we 
shall be blecscd with a continuation of good 
:::easons, and that the position of our indus­
tries will continue to be f,n-ourable. 'l'he 
position of the 1vool industry. our n1ost 
stable industrY, is at the moment verv dis­
tressing. If there is not some relief {n the 
verv near future, and son1c bt~tter outlook 
for· us thoro, then the position of Queensland, 
especially as to the ilnancial capacity of her 
citizens, in particular those dependent on 
this great industry, is Yery g-raYe indeed. 
We find that for the three months ended 
30th September, 1933, tho receipts and expen­
diture of the l:nernployment Relief Fund 
were-

1933-34 F!NAKCIAL YEAR. 

£ 
Receipts 423.865 
Expenditure 440,165 

Excess of Expenditure over 
B.cvenue 16,300 

The current position for the three months 
ended 30th September, 1934, is-

1934.35 FINAKCIAL YEAR. 

Revenue 
Expenditure 

Surplus of Revc10ue over 

£ 
528,960 
399,185 

Expenditure 129,775 

In comparing the three-month period of 
1932-33, when the Government assumed the 
responsibilities of oflice, with a similar period 

Year. Interest. 

£ 
1,975,581 

in 1934-35 W<· find that the expenditure from 
loan funds 'vas-

1932-33 
1934-35 

The expenditure from the 
Relief Fund was-

1932-33 
1934-35 

£ 
389.686 

1,108,611 
Uncn1ployn1ent 

£ 
311,574 
399,185 

Therefore, the expenditure both in respect 
of loan funds and the ·c ncmployment Relief 
Fund has increased. These figures conclu­
sivelv convev the impression that the 
expenditure of Joan money is not haYing 
the desired effect to the advantage of 
Queensland, of relieving unemployment, and 
is certainly not a solution of tho unemploy­
ment problem. \V e have expended in the 
three months set out approximately £700,000 
more from Loan Fund Account, :vet the 
expenditure from tho Unemployment Relief 
Fund, which is the barometer indicating the 
effect of that policy-because it is the amount 
which has to be found from taxation-has 
increased from £311,574 to £399,185. There­
fore. despite the expenditure of loan money, 
accelerated by the loan policy, as reflected 
in the three months' expenditure. the unem­
ployment relief tax has. in 1934-35, drained 
the public purse to the extent of another 
£88,000, in addition to the amouut collected 
in the corresponding months of 1932-33. 

For the four months ended October the 
increase in the aggregate expenditure was 
as follows :-

Fron1 revenue 
From trust 
From loan 

£ 
47.566 

400,545 
858,143 

£1,306,254 

\\'hat effect is that increased expenditure 
ha ,·ing on the unemployed of the State, and 
upon the drain upon the public purse of the 
taxpayer who has to provide the where­
withal to enable the Government to carry 
on? In considering tho loan policy of the 
Government it is necessary to be guided by 
the past history of that policy and its associa­
tion with the present party. At different 
times I haye referred to unproductiYe debt 
in a relatiYe manner. I am not foolish 
enough to think that the whole of the loan 
expenditure of this or any other Govern­
ment or of anv individual can be totally 
i'roductiYo of interest. I recogni8e that 
sornc governmental activities create an in· 
\~isible asset, and such assets as Government 
buildings, hospitals, and schools: but the 
point I desire to make is that tnere is an 
o,·er-inereasing ratio of unproductiYe debt. 
In that connection the following comparison 
1s illuminating:-

i 
I 

Percentage J>erccntagc of 
I Actua 1 Charge Charge on Rc]ll'oductivity 

on Revenue. of Loan \Vorks Revenue. and Services. 

£ 
267,852 13'6 86'.! 1914-15 

1933-3.! '1,997,637 2,213,2-!8 4.!'2 55•8 

-----------------------'------·---------

As I stated previously, I do not for one 
moment imagine, or claim, that the whole 

[Mr. Fadden. 

of the loan expenditure of this Government 
could possibly be reproductive of interest, 
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but I do say that the propo1·tion to-day is 
far too great and that we have food for 
ecrious thought when we find it moving from 
13.6 per cent. in 1914-15 to 44.2 per cent. 
to-clay, so that as a CCJnscquence of the 
uurernunerati,-e debt consolidated reycnue i-, 
called upon to find £2,213,248, or approxi­
matelv £100,000 more than the revenue from 
the combined income and land taxes. That 
aspect of our loan expenditure must be 
seriously considered in detern1ining the 
wisdom of that expenditure and in ascertain­
in;:- the exact position of the State, for at 
aJl Tirues \V8 must rCillClllbcr that We are 
placing an increased responsibility on future 
gcneratiot.s. 

In rf'gard io the claim that a fair pro· 
portion of the loan expenditure has an in­
visible asset value and also con1prises govern­
mental buildings, services. etc., I would 
point that, according to Table E.4 of the 
tabies relating to the Treasurer's Financial 
Sta tcment, only 3.25 per cent. of the total 
loan expenditure, or an arnount of 
£3,697,976, is accounted for in building~, 
ancl to that extent only can expenditure on 
buildings constitLtte an excuse or reason for 
the unremunerative nature of the debt of the 
State. If we look through the tatal '"e ',hall 
find that the Statr; enterprises accounted for 
£4,017.403, harbour and rivers £2,250,264, 
and land settlement and development 
£3,797.747. 

In dealing with the malter o' public baild­
ings and the unrenll..IllcraiiYc portion of the 
debt due to then1, we 1nust Lear in mind thnt 
the debit or dwrgo on roYcnuo in that rc'snc'ct 
is £144.0u3, "·hile the profit Jltadc out of loans 
to local lflutlJOrlties-ihe cr0dit lw1ancc as a 
re·"ult of charging local authoritic~ a hi~{her 
rare of interht than that paid by c the 
(;m·ermncnt-,is £111,489. whilst >Yorker,' 
dwelling> returned £18,641, and lho Agricul­
tnral Hank £12,592. The credits frolll local 
autlH,ritie::' and ihPso two other departments 
1 haYc• IlH'llti.OllOd l1lllSt he taken into con­
~idcration ,y!Jcn considcriug t.he CjUP"tion of 
plil)lic bnildiugs and tlwir rE']n tion to the 
nL.ren1uncrntiYo debt. GoYerntnenh in the 

in their \Yisdon1 erected IYooden bui]d­
in res11cct of which no proYision is made 

for dPprcciation or future rnaintcnancc and 
t·c·pair:-;, to as great an C'xtent, as PO""~ib1e out 
of Con~olidat.t'd H.eYcnue, and to a ruiuinnun 
r•xtcnt ont of Loan Funcl,. From 1912-13 
to 2914-15. 27 ncr cont. of the exncuclituro 
i11 thi::-: directio;1 1s·as front Loan F~nd:3, and 
from 1915-16 to 1928-29 the proportion of 
cxpt•nditnre front Lvan Funds hod incecas12d 
to 62.7 JWr cent., whereas from 1929-30 to 
1931-32 (during the Moore Go.-crnment's 
achnini~tration) that percentage doerca~ed to 
61.2 pe-r cent. Tl1at is c£'rtainh not a. YCf)' 
Jncu·kcd irnpro\-elnent. but is "r;nfficient t~J 
i]J(]ieate that the policy pursued by tlw pro· 
\·ious Labour GoYernrn{~:nt \Vas to son1o 
l'XtP1Jt di.~;colltinued or arrested bv tlw ::Yloon~ 
Go.-et·mneut. For 1932-33, ho;, oyer. 81.4 
per c£'nt. of the building expenditure ·wn:-) a 
charge again~t loan money, aiJd in 1933-34 
the !ignn' incr0ascd to 86.7 per c0nt., IYhllst 
for 1934-35, according to the Estimates, the 
mn(,unt IYill be no le8-s than 28.6 per CPnt. 
It will he seen that the charge on loan 
expenditure for GoYernrneut buildings 
(whic-h arc mostly of wood, and in regard to 
which deprec-iation is not prO>'ided for) has 
moved from 27 per cent. in 1914-15 to 88.6 
per cent. in 1934-35, according to the Esti­
ll1atcs. 

1934-2 s 

I also desire to draw attention to page 23 
of the Auditor-General's report, where ho 
has this to sa;y-

" The discounts and flotation expenses 
on loans unprovided for a1nount to 
£2,137,531, ha,-ing increased Ly £107,520 
during the year. Ko adju:-:nncnt on 
account of these expenst•s has been 1nade 
since the financial HlHl' 1927-28. when 
£266,928 was charged to comolidated 
l'CYC'llU8." 

In con~idering the loan policy we ruust 
take into con~idPration the inciJ.cntal cost 
of that policy. \Ve must take into considera­
tion the fact that that debt was lmtlt up 
during the financial ··jazz'; ilhlulged in by 
the Labour Govcrnrueut ·when they borroweJ 
and spent money lavishly. In Hddition to 
the unrmnuncrati1 o debt there arc the inci. 
dental costsl di~count and exchangP, inculTCd 
by reason of that policy. 

On pag0 12 of hi-. re:1ort the Auditcd'­
Gcneral says-

" Th~.:: sub~idie-, were generally on the 
basis of £1 for £1 of the loan granted. 

'' Thi"'' expenditure doe.-3 not proUuce 
any asset to the Treasury." 

He is not concerned .rith the im·isible asset. 
lie is sirrmlY concerned with the economito 
considerari~Jll", and has treated the whole of 
Queensland as an ccon01nic unit as a conse­
quence, and ha;; given full consideration to 
the l'flcct upou the Treasury. I am totally 
opposed to the principle and policy of charg­
ing th0so snb~idiscd loans to Loan Fund 
_\ccount. If these subsidised loans are war· 
ranted; and arc given for the purposes for 
vvhich we arc told they are given-namely, 
to asoist local authorities and other local 
governing bodies to relieYc lU1eutploy1nent, 
then the amount should he a definite charge 
against the 'Cucrnployment Relief Fund. lf 
that is the purpmc for "·hich the loan 1S 
made, it should not be a charge on Loan 
Fund, but a charge on tho fund tl:at j& 
prO\·icled for tbc purpose of the rc!Jef of 
unernployn1ent-that is, the Lnen1ployn1ent 
Relief Fund. 

~eho 1natter of snbsidi~ed loan..; leads ono 
to comment upon the efT ects of working the 
Chillagoc ~melters. I think it is time that 
iho Goycrrnnent gaYe Yery ~cnous ai:td 
~unost consideration to the position at Chtl­
lagoe. :\o doubt keeping Chillagoe open hr;s 
its advaHtages ~o far a:-; unernployn1cnt IS 

concerned, both direct and indirect. If that 
be tl1e object aimed at, then the cost of 
achic,-ing that objecti,-c should a_Jso he a 
charg·e on the 'Cnemplo:vmcnt Rchcf Fund. 
To keep piling up a debit to Trust Funds, 
which has now rPaolwd £226.744, and which 
comprises an accu":ulater! loss of £211,204 
o\~or five years. is a yery bad policy, and a 
ycry bad principle to pursue. HaYing regard 
to the fact that, according to this balance­
sheet, the assets are worth about £60,000 or 
£70,000. and haYing regard to the ultimate 
loss that must occur from the aeti,-ities at 
Chillagoc, I sa,v that Yerv serious considera­
tion should be 'giYen to the wisdom of keep­
ing the smelters open. A full survey should 
be made as to the direct and indirect benefits 
as a consequence of the expenditure of 
approximately £40.000 a ;year with no pos­
sible chance of recoYcry. 

:\fr. KENXY: It all depends on the manage­
ment there. 

]1,1 r. B1adden. J 
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i\lr. FADDEN : I can only go by the 
facts as reYealcd in the report of the Auditor­
General. I say the facts are such that the 
matter warrants the acceptance of responsi­
bility bv members of this House in order 
to ascertain ,vhethcr we are doing the right 
thing by the people of Queensland in keep­
ing thenr open under the circumstances 
reflected in the balance-sheet and the fman­
cial results achieved. 

~Ir. ~\<l.UIER : You suggnst an inquiry into 
the nutnagernent? 

Mr. FADDE:\' : I suggest an inquiry into 
the whole of the activities at ('hillagoe, hav­
ing full regard to the diecct and indirect 
Lenelit~ that rna""'17 accrue fron1 the relief of 
UIJC!llp]oyment or the increase of employ­
ment both directly at Chillagoe and indi­
rectly in industnes dependent upon the 
acti,~ities of tho :;:;nH:lters. But, in any case, 
I ~av that ,,-hatcYer losses are made at Chil­
lag·o·c they should be debited to the reason 
fDl' keeping Chillagoe open-namely, the 
relief of unemployment. If unemployment 
is to he relieyecJ as a consequence of the 
continual lo"cs at Chillag·oe, then the Unem­
ploynwnt }{p)id Fund should bear the brunt 
of that expenditnre. The whole matter war­
rants :::.crion~ aJHl crt.rlv con-..idcration. I 
an1 not g·oin:I to ~av it jg not in the best 
intcrc:"t~, of ihe StatP to keep the sme1tcrs 
open. but I do say that the facts and figures 
rcYPal a ~crious position. and that haYing 
rep;anl to t11P cnorn1ou~ an1onnt that l1a.s 
he8n \\Tittcn off to Loan Fu1Hl .. Account from 
Trust Funcl, incidf•ntul io then1. Vi."(' should 
not purme that polic,-. l think that lmscs 
aggrcgati11g approxituatc'1:-· £1.000.000 haYe 
been written off as the result of the opera­
tions nt C1lillap;oc. and th\: acctnnulatod 
lo""·(~:;: OYtT H1e la~t fiy,__, ~vears approxitnab:-· 
£211.000. \Yhat are 1 he prospects of regain­
ing thc:"C' lo.;;:"f'S or 1nn.kin!:!,· good the position, 
haxing n'p::trd to the i:iuH's aud, as I have 
emphasi;ed. to t hc incidc•ntal bcncftts that 
accru0 a::; a result o~ the Clnplovlncnt that 
thc.v gi\·e? ' 

I a J.,o de, ire to sec v a few 'vords with 
rf' Fa rc1 to the Boweu ·coke oyens. Accord­
Ing to the report of thC> _Auditor-General it 
would appPar that tl1c 1norc coke ·wo n1ake 
aPd th(' 1norc' cokP WP sc1l the greater \vi1l 
be our lo;M•s. becausP the cost of production 
i:' CYrr so nnteh grc:-tt-cr than the contract 
price "ith tlw l\Ionnt Isa Company. 

Mr. GoDFREY l\10RG·I;\;: Another bonus to 
~Iount I ~a ! 

The TREIScRER: GiYPn by your Gm·ern-
:rnent. 

:\lr. GODFREY ".lORG.I:\: Ko. 

The TR.EASl'RER: Your GoYPrnlncnt most 

:\lr. FA DDEX: The matter requires 
prm11pt ; ncl thorough inn•stigation because 
undeJ' the agrePntellt entered i11to ·with 
:\Iount Isa we cannot continue to supply 
that company with cob, at £1 13s. 8d. per 
ton when, according to the report by the 
Auditor-Gmwral, it is costing £2 2s. 8d. per 
ton to n1anufacture. If tlK'.~e coke ovens are 
being n1aintalncd because they proYidc an 
added adYantage in the rdief of unemploy­
ment then the Unemployment Relief Fund 
~hould bee1r its proportion of the cost. If the 
coke oYcn.-:; are to continlF' to tnnkr the"l' 
losc.es with 110 possibilit.v of being able to 
retrieve the position, theu the 1.:' nemploy-

[Jih'. Faclden. 

ment Relief Fund should carry its share of the 
responsibility-that is, if the ent~rprise is 
being maintained for the purpose of prondmg 
employment. Here we have a " dud': asset 
in our Trust Fund Accounts arnountmg to 
about £14.000-I believe that is the lo", 
including the working overdraft. \\"e haYe 
suflicient dud assets in our Trust and Spoc1a! 
Funds without maintaining an additional 
one that must inevitablv contimte to >how 
]os es from vear to vear: If this enterprise 
i.< ccJ'ltmued" the ost,:ich act is being carried 
too f 't'. 

Those funds should be thoroughly investi­
gated and cleaned up, and where neccs3ary 
a proper p1·oportion of the cha1·ge :-;lwnld h<' 
made against consolidated revenue or the 
Cnemployment Relief Fund. I repeat, if 
there aro incidental adyantagcs by way of 
relief to unemployment then the uncmploy­
JilUlt Helief Fund should bear its proportion 
of the cost. 

The TREASrHER: The 'Yhole matter of the 
coke o\·ens is bei11g inyestigatcd now. 

:Yir. FADDEj\:: I am pleased to lwar 
that. 

The TREASl.:HEH: The present position 
coulcl not be allowed to continue. 

:\Ir, F "\DDEN: That is obvious, and it 13 

alsc obvious tha.t ::;::.on1cone shouL:l Le haule-~_i 
n\·er the coals-or oYer the coke. (Laughter.) 
We know tlwt the Go.-ernment of the clay 
went thorcuo·hlv into the matter before tlwy 
Ci:ll'l'Cd into 

0

t\!~ agreement with 1Iount Isa, 
bnt scntc~odv blq,nderecl, somebody fell down 
on his job \V hen he stated that the coke could 
be procluct·d and sold profitabh, at £1 13s. a 
ton, 'vheroas it is actually co.:;ilng £2 2s. 8d. 
a ton to 1nakc. The sooner we clean up 
these ever-increasing "dud" ab . .,et~ the better 
it will be for all. 

The TRE'SURER: It IS a pity that they 
\"'C'rc oYer started. 

J\lr. F ADDE:'\: I desire a loo to deal 
with the Closer Settlement Acts. The 
Auditor-G cneral, in his report for 1931-32, 
aL pagu J.OU, ~l<tLt'~-

" In prcYious years the transactions 
relating to the aboYo Acts were caul­
prised in a Trust Fund at the Treasury, 
hut on 30th June, 1931, the balance of 
the account £1,387,991 4s. 1cl. was 
transferred to lhe Loan Fund, and the 
reilts reccvjcd fro1n the yarious estates 
havo since been paid to revenue.'' 

In his report for 1929-30, at page 127, he 
states-

" Of the twenty-nine estates listed on 
page 128, more than half have either 
been purchased by settlers, or a few 
portions only remain to haYe the pur­
chase price paid." 

Further on in the same report he states-

" The practice of charging such 
interest should receive attention. as m 
the cases a bovernentioned thoro- is no 
possibility of reducing the amounts of 
the trust debit-in fact. the debit IS 

being increased yearly by the interest 
charged." 

I desire to point out that a debit balance 
of £1,387,991 was written off to Loan Fund 
Aecount without any valuation of the assets 
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being made. Interest, amounting to 
£901.786, had been charged up to the Trust 
Funds from 1st July, 1916, to 30th June, 
1931. 

The TREASURER: The arrangement to 
which you object was made by the Trea­
su1·er of vour own Goyerrune11t a11d included 
in a La~d Act Amendment Act. 

'\lr. FADDEN: Ko. The l\Ioore Govern­
ment were not in power on 30th J unc, 1931. 
(GoYernnlcnt. laughter.) 

The TR£.\SCRER: To cover it up they 
introduced it in a Land Act ArnenclmAnt 
Bill. 

l\lr. FADllE:\ : I will go further and 
point OLJt that it was the hon. gentleman'> 
party that accumulat<'d the £901,786, or the 
greatc·r )1roportion of it. I prepared for 
thut interjection. The policy that WLB 

adopted '"as to charge up interest to this 
fund, credit con,,oJidO:ted reYenne with the 
intrrest charged, and ultin1atcly write thn 
whole thing cff to Loan Fund' from Trust 
Funds. Did yon PYer hr•ar of ~uch a policy? 

The TRE.\~num: If ~-on look up 
"'I-Iansnrcl," you \Yill see \Yhcrc \VC' ::::aid that. 

:\Ir. FADDE~: Th<' capitalis<'d interest, 
wfnch w~~ pUn1 l:, fictitious, having regard 
to the cnctun~tanrGs. and \Vas iuclndpd in 
tlw capitaL '"hich ,,-as clcGnitch written off 
in tfw LoL! n Fund ... A.ccouni, \Yas~ :ruadc up as 

t~ follow~:-

£ 
1916 44,576 
1917 52.206 
1918 54.282 
1919 54.312 
1920 67.884 
1921 42.786 
1922 58.562 
1923 58.560 
1924 56,569 
1925 58.574 
1920 58.577 
1D27 58,578 
1928 58.579 
L29 58,5~0 
1930 58,580 
1931 58,581 

It will thcrofor0 be sel'll that of the £901.786. 
£700.000 »·as \n·it.tcn off Letw<>•"n 1916 ·and 
1928, indnsi,-e. by the Go,-crmncnt rcpre­
eenhng the party opposite. (Oppcsition 
laughter.) I loLLYC it to hon. members to 
'ay who was responsible. IY" do not want 
thP(:hilla~o$' s;atp smelters to get into that 
pO;::,Ition. f\ e clo not want the Bo\Yea coke 
on~ns- to get into a f'itnilar positjon, for the 
reason that I ha Ye brour;;-ht forv. end. It is 
a ,-cry bad practice and a pure YiolDtion of 
sound accotu~tancy principles, but it was 
pnr~ued in conncc:6on with the closer settle~ 
1nent schrme and eYery other schcn1c, 
inclnding State entcrpri~es, acloptcd by the 
Governrncnt. 

I.Y c ran only rm·im,- the pact with a clesirc 
to safeguard the future-a post mortcm 
never brought a body back to life. \Ye 
should benefit from the experience of the 
past and the position of one of these unsatis­
fadory enterprises, and do all we can iu 

order to 1uake loan expenditure as rcn1unera~ 
tive in interPst as possible, having regard 
to the circumstances of and the immediate 
requirements of the people. Until we can 
do that we haYe no chance of relieving the 
burden that rests OTl tho taxpaying com-
111Unity.. JJ:aYing l'Cf,'ard to the credit 
balance of the 'Cnemploymcnt Relief Fund 
nncl the atnount of loan rnoney that is 
flYailablc, togc'ther with the position of the' 
ca::;h balance generallY. I ~av that the un­
('lllployrnrnt relief t.1x ('<lll b(: reduced, anu 
s.honld be reduced as ~oon as pof"sible jn the 
int 'l't>3ts of the State and in the interest:: 
of all concornctl. 

()pposrnox ~IE::.rnEn.;': :Hc:~,r, hear~ 

JHr. ?.:(lOin: (.luiJi(!II!J) [5.52 p.m.l: As 
the ho". mellllwr for K,·nnccly has just said. 
we a .. c a~kcd to-day to pass an arnount of 
money aggregatin',i about £14,260.0()0. 'The 
grcr:__Lcr proporti011 of th1'3 nwne-c w·ill conw 
fro.::n loan lllOHCY, aud that n1onev has been 
obtained purely, 011 the ~nppositiOn that tllC 
price::; of the good:3 tllat -.,ye produce and 
export 0\'er-:eas is going t.o inlpl'OYf' to ~uch 
an cxt0nt that the P' ople cnu earn- the 
addecl lmnlcns that are ]Jcing plac~cl on 
11Jeir slwulder~. \Ye arc ~hirkiug our pre~ 
SPilt respOH'-:ibilitic~ which we ongl1t. to be 
ca:.rYing out of re\-cnne. \Ye arr' exncnding 
lo .n' n'lone~T to pa (~ the ro~ition ~ to-da:· 
)lllrt'ly on thP ~uppo~itio11 that "\\·ill 
· again. T ran :;.('(' IlO fo1 

\Ye l1avc no ground~ fo1· 
price~ of our clniry proclnl,'. 
otl1er PxportaUlc adich:; .an! 

ri- E' be•."mH1 tlH' ordinal'\" Huctna­
of the• m;_Ykf't 1JCfore t1w" IH'f'-1, 1 nt' 

pPriod. Thcrc j~ nothing to 1nake n.-; think 
:-.o. \Yo nrc basiL~· oPr expenditure 011 t.be 
pric0~ cn;:i.~tillg" in \Yal" tirnC'. \1·hcu there 
\\"<t.S a larg-e infl.1tinn of prc'-\Yar 
\Yhcn tlw \Ya1· ~toppr:d the polic.-.' infln­
tJon continnN1. ;1ud pricP~ l'O'·e to tlll enor­
lllcns dcg-rC('. Thi~ k·c1 to a n•1narkable 
pu~ition in An;;.,tral-ia. f)poplP \Yorklng farrn~ 
and kinclrccl ~'cured pri~·e~ for 
their produce l'nqb]ecl thC'm to cniov 
P ~tandan1 of 1iYi:~Q' they \Ycrc 11CTU' ,.b1r-
to enjoy lJefore. ,_ · . -

Is then• all\ that. frorn 
t hi~ p0l'iocl m>sn ~OllH' d i.-..lor.·a-
1 ion of <.:Yeryth1ng uch e·, n.not.hrr war. 
price"' of con1moclit.ics are likely to increase 
in such a manner" A, a mn.ttcr of fact. 
all \Ye are cndeaYouringo to do i, to keep 
up the standard of liYing in the city 
and the stanclarde in our secondarY 
indu~tric~. and IPaklng the Jan:;Pr .{111~1 
~fll'_Q'('l' hchLl'l1 tho~f' jll='O]!]f' ~r~· liYing 
lll t1H' large r·cni-r<-'s: of ll .pnlation and the 
p0oplc ·who arc liYing in t}H' area~ ont..,idC' 
them. and who hcli'C' to · ,.]] tlwir proclu<t 
on thr rnarket~ of 1 ~H~ \Yorld in npcn co.!.n­
petition. \Ye are f'xpc'cting to rc:ooyer frorn 
thP po~ition on the pnre ~uppo .... iti01l that 
pric '~ of ('xportabk prod net" will increa:-:.e 
to :-.nrh an 0xtent a~ to- Pnable u..;; to !Jfl"\i off 
1-hP debt 1\'0 arc iu nrring ar tlL' ]n·c:-:;pnJ· 
tim(•. which is our n'snonsibilih·, alld nlso 
to enable Lhe intere~t ln~1rden 1c~ .be ltl\'t th~tt 
v1e nro placing on tl1e ~hnulc~(~r::; of the 
pco,>le of the future. 

The cxtrnordinary feature of tlH' po:-:.itit!ll 
is that, \Yhilst we' arc spending an ever 
incrca~ingly large an1onnt of rnone:v on unen1-
ployment relief. and gi,-ing conditions thRt 
arc based purely OH money that we are able 

JJlr. Moore.] 
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to borrovv. and not on \Yhat \ve earn, "\YB are 
placing the burden on the shoulders of the 
people of the fuhtre. If prices do not increase 
as anticipateJ, what wi!l be the position of 
the people on whose shoulders we are placing 
the burden'? \Ye should recog;ni~c the expen­
enr-·(' of tlw pa:·•t a::; so1ue indication of ·what 
the uosition is like!,· to Le in future. 
Instead. \VG are blithely incrcrl~ing taxation) 
giving concr~sions to all ~orb of people, 
building up huge depctrtlncnts and :-;ocial 
servicc3 of ~.ll sorts-and not doing- it on 
l'PYl'lHlE' but on borrowed ::.11oney-a.1~d pLac­
ing the Lurcl.--,n on tlw people of the future. 
\Ye arE~ doin~.r all this on the of lilll 

expccLlnC" --the t11at prices 
of COillillOclitic,, 

\V!H~n thi" 1argu 
il11lOULt of tliP p"·or1le 
io the i ollP rc•lit'f pur-
JW:'L':.;, OlH' v.ould think that all ,{'CLion:-- of 
the rounnnuitv \Yho ",·:t:'l'C' 1n the ndfortun.:tte 
position of re~1uiring r.:lief wonld be tl',-'1H'd 
in the ~fllll~' way. but 1\"B fiud that people 
in the countrv vvho lJPl'cl n:1icf aro nla('cd 
in 1u1 ern irt•l~~ d-ifTr>rent po:3irion frorn. thuf-J' 
pr,op1t> \\ho Jn'-Y'' lo~t thPir einp1o:·mt-nt in 
thP town~. In that ronncct ion I \V ant to 
run d a lettPr J collsidPr pub 1 he po~i-
tion 111o:..:t <'l.- I questioned the \\Titl'l' 

of tlle l· rt•:r n ~ to '-sh·•t her I ll1i!:.dlt u~e it to 
5:ho\Y 1lll' (:i-wrln.!.iu:-ltiou that ~i:s ex•:rclserl 
bet '.c~t'll tv.,-n "L'ctior, of the COltllllUlliL'--. nlHl 

~v1~a y~· 1~;~nl\11i~~·~~~~~h tQ(.'~1~~hc~." nt;~{ 11~.'l.lcL~:: 
" ~\1r. :\Ioore. 

·· TJt'itl' Sir.~ I non r•d 1n the ~run~ 
Lonl' ( '}J:or•nic!l' ,. \1 ht>rr..: You a~kcd ::..-fr. 

:'J(;yeraJ qnr• ... tiOli:". , lt to 
CYPr\ thin~· is clo11C for 
Takf' O'<Jl' err::: for lnst:::ulr". 

\Ynrkr:d a1 rlE• !oc·tl ~a'\ J:nill 
-.-c~,tr:'. Ju...,tc<\(1 of trv-

to a ho:__~ . ..:e in town I thought. 
1l1i-: ~ nnll fnrn1 r1 bet.tPr 

rropo;:;.iti~m. TLr· otlH'i' \YOl'ker.'3 

hou:--f'S ln trnv11 t"'>Y1et' 1 he -.;,-a luP of 
fan:n. \Yhen the other 1nn·kcrs 1o~L tinw 
tLr•y were able tn dra\:;.r th0ir ~u..:tenane: '. 
t·nt lll.V hu..;;Lr_u~d could nor_. lwcn.n~n he 
\YU''3 oll a fann. and \' c \Yl~l'P not growing­
<'Y0!l \ f'gt'taL1P~. The tnill elo . .;ccl do·~nl. 
n: hli . ..:'Jai ~1 could not Q't't \York. so \YC 

trit·d ~..::ro·,v-irH!' ccu10. \VC'll. a~ vou kno·w 
Cftll(_' ha5: hec:n on the d:·op . fnr year~ 
no\~-. ln_~·yc had :-ir·kne~s .1nd bad ~easons 
.and a family of fiyc to kc·en. and ihi':l i; 
a 16-aero _.:_\u:riru1tural Darik farn1. arH1 
t1:e .\~Ticult~n·al Ba11k iu~lH·;..·ior ~aid it 
WR:·m 't a liYitH!.' area for u~. StilL \\·hen 
tuy hu~band ~;Plllic>d for \York on dw 
int~~TmittPllt lH_' \'.a told lle \YH.3 Ull 

( ;-:;r.u~_ .. i:-hcd farn.lCl'. \Ylull a farct>, and 
v;e \Y,•rc~ sta,n·inL".·. I don·t n1ean whl'll 
yo:._l \'J'l'P PL'Jnicr. Lg_st J<.lliuan; this 
l:a._:pl•nc L Our ir!COL!.l'' la:-,t yea~· \\ .1 

£70. Tile ..-\griLnltural Bauk \Yould llOt 

(lgT<>~: to us getting a lien Dn the sugar 
1:11jit unlP::-:s Vi"C lHtid all duPs and the 
in.-talrnellt duL~ in la~r .}uue. As -we 
Wfiutcd 'ome cash to buy foocl, too, the 
rnill \Yonld only lend us a certain sun1. 
'\\' c appiicJ for the lien last :}'larch, as 
friends had been good enough to 
adYallce us cash to buv food. \Vhcn we 
did get the cash fron'l the mill it had 
to be paiJ away. vVe had to apply for 
relic>£ and prorni.:'c to pa_v buck, other-

[Mr. Moore. 

y;isc) get sold up. vYell. the \nw the 
cane is panning out we ,~·ill be sold up, 
as there is thC lien to be paid back, aud 
fc·rtilizer to be paid for, an,] we < w't 
sPc ho\v we arc going to pa:v the -(;Unount 
due i11 Dece1nber back. Thev eYcn took 
tho thumb print, of my htbbo"nd'o thumb. 
Thoy treat the poor lJL•ggar~ C"1ll'1l to 
critninals.'' 

\Yhen this unfortunate llHln go:•;:;; 111 tD 

fi('Curc relief he l!HS to sign a pappr that he 
·will IJU.Y back tlw lllOl1L'Y he gets, yet tha.t 
HHUI has iuYested in .a farrn not half tho 
Yaluc of tlw Lhveliing that the city workPr 
llEl\' ha-.;.-c erected~ And to n1ake Ul'C there 
is ;lO deceit Ydw.tsopver, the anthorltir-, tak~; 
his thumb print and put it upon the prmni,:c; 
to pay back. The letter continues-

"' l'vly husband is working on bread and 
lmitcr. Our cow cau1e in last W(•ek. 
.:\IPat \VC -cannot buv. If the had not 
l::ePn n1ortgagt:cl to the bauk l'>ould 
ha\·e becu sold long ago.'', 

I am prepared to gi ,.c the name. I '.\Tote 
to ascertain whether I 1night use this letter 
and whcthf'r the facts were correct. The 
letter coutintH'S-

" J\'Iv children are undernourished. I 
had a' few fowk but as the relief run 
out I sold them to relief workers at 3:,. 
per lwad drc'1sed. I could CYI?n give 
-vou their nan1cs: it rnakcs one bitter. 
\Yt> rccciYed the, winter gift in June; 
I nearly ]est nrino on account of Inis­
unUPrstEuu:ling. I had to wear a pair 
of lent shoes to walk into ::\ambour. 
I hcnu)·bt flannelette and crepe for n1y 
farnilv. I n;;:;ked to soo a piece of drc;,~ 
n1ate1:i:1 J. The n1:1n started to bring 
down material worth 2s. 6d .. 2s. lld .. 
and 5s. 6d. per yard. I said. ' Good 
gracious, no, something about 9d. per 
va rd.' II c said, ' You are a sensible 
;Yornan.' Thf:?n he told n1c about. one 
vvmnan-a relief worker's wife-\vho 
wanted an eYcning frock \Yorth 
£1 17s. 6d .. and he said they pretty well 
ail bought a now frock out of their 
orders. not cheap neither. Ours (order) 
was a God-send as we were in a bad 
>Yay. M v husband camwt get work as 
all the farmers employ boys, 10s. per 
week. I haYc a friend at Torquac- who's 
husband is on the intermittent. she wrote 
saYing, got off the farm on to the inter­
mittent, she is 1\-o!l off. TheY hctn· a 
house and acre of hnd Ss. per week rent, 
and they grow all their own .-egetables, 
anrl I upposc sell Fhat they don't need, 
Good luck to them, I say. 

" I do think if -:\fr. Hynes was to go 
and see the poor (criminals) thafs what 
the little farmer is clas-;ed as, taking his 
thumb print! How they are existing he 
would be shocked. Trusting· I have not 
taken up too rnuch of :'\-our time. I've 
had a friend in Mr. vValker, who has 
done us lots of good "-hen I have asked 
his aid. \Ye arc JikC' l\Iica'-:bPr~ in 
DaYiJ Copperfield~waiting for some­
thing to turn up. 

"Yours Sincerely, 
"RunrNA SlllALLEY.'' 

I could not belieYe the suggestion that he 
was compelled to sign a paper promising 
to pay it back and sealing it with a thumb 
print. I wrote a letter saying that I could 
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:wt credit such a thing, and on the 30th I 
l'ccei,·ed the following reply:-

,,Dear Sir,-
" Your letter to hand. I asked my 

husband to explain more fully to me 
about the thumb print. This is what he 
said : he had to sign three papers exactly 
the same before the C.P.S. in Nambour. 
Then the C.P.S. put them together, and 
my husband haLl to press his thumb of 
the !Pit hand on to a red round seal. 
The C.P.S. .howed him ho·:• to place 
his thumb. and to press down hard. 
If that isn't taking a print I don't know 
what is, Mr. ::\Ioore. If ~·e could haYe 
done without after that happening, I 
can tell you \\e ,.-ould ha1·e done so. 
Y~ou cr'rta1nh7 n1av use mv letter as what 
I'ro 1Yrjtit'n. t.he truth and I'n1 not 
afraid of it used.'' 

1\Ir. GATR : \Vould that be an affirmation 
of signature? 

i•Ir. :\IOORE: It is not an affirmation of 
I uudcr,;;;tand there i;:; a Sll<"llicion 
that the 11nfortun~tc indi.-idurrl 

·who luppcns to O\Vll a piccB of land n1ay 
rcpndiatc the ~ig-nab.-ll'P, and carP i::; taken 

n1, l~e ··l1rc of the :;i£uJature. \Vhat I an1 
io is t!rat these people ha..-e to 

nneinnlo"'I.Tmcnt rc•lief tax and "\Yhen 
to a 'l:a.~is ~Yhere the~v ._;l:f~ rcreiving· 

ba~1c Y. ru.!.·e whv -houlcl thev be 
·t c1iffl)r.cllt pOsition from~ the 

rnan who 1( his job in the to,vn? The 
:ltan 1d10 1o .,s hi~ po~ition in the town may 

(' a hcnue, find he -can gPt relief without 
to f:O through this indignity. 

Tl:c TRE.\:,P:lER: You C'an give rne those 
papers, and l ·w]ll have the 1natter inYcsti­
gated. 

~\Ir. ~lOO RE: Tho··e lettc1·s arc the only 
11<:1 I ha.\-i' in conrwrtion \Yith tht_ rn:tticl:. 
1 made inquiries and 1 l!ndf'l':'3tand it 

nnt by an.\- n1cans unconunon. Thc:;::e 
people <;oclld bt: p]a.cc•d on th0 "-arne> basis 
a;.; those who lo~~~~ their jobs in the cit-..:. 
Becau~e .a p r::;on hapl)CllS to ]]y(~ in the 
countr:,· clif'trict and gPts into a po:;;ition 
v.herp n•Ji0f i~ ntiaL \\-11''> should thcv be 
]'Ltccd on a. diffPreut ba.-1~ f~·om pC'r:-;on~ \d1o 
lwYt' bePn Pal·ning a living in the cit~, and 
'vho lose tbeir jobs·: I say the di~crinlina­
tion is entirdy \\Tong, and that it is 
t.:lrivinf, tlwse l)C'Op]c frorn tbr lancl. rrJ1cre 
· thr ~nggcstio11, '" \Yh.~· don't. yon 

bit of land ancl go down to the 
That unfortnnatelv is the basis on 

which thP maitf'l' ha' bee·;, worked all the 
v a;;. Gradually the peovlc who used to live 
(In ~luall Llocks of lancl a~k thcn1sP1n:s the 
qnc Jinn, "\Yb.'· should '·' c work for twchc 
clays in a fortnight all the time for next to 
nothing when we can be c0rtain of getting 
13~. 6d. for one dav)s work a wf'ek an cl 
rations the next week, and probably get an 
odd JOb no1v and again';" That. is l,t·hat is 
hap]wning. Tlte Govemment arc unfor­
tnn~tc•]y encouraging these• people to get on 
to the intermittent relief work insteac] of 
doing all they can to encourage people to 
kcr>p off that scheme. I consider that the 
relief scheme should he absolutely the la5t 
resort of the indiYidual. In n1an\: instances 
it i' getting to be their ultoimate ob· 
jecti.-e. They are quite satisfied to keep 
there. and manv of them marrv on it 
I know scYeral cases where thev did 
marry while on the relief scheme: \Ye 

should make conditions such that the 
relief schen1e is the last resort for a 
n1an and we can best do it by encouraging 
him to take ,york outside. The taking of 
cac·ual jobs of any nature should be encour­
al'·ell. 'The last thing we should want to do 
i, to encourage the grm.-th of a class of 
people who are content to take the amount 
of money that is gi.-en to them umler the 
intortnittcnt relief scheme, rr1arry on it 1 and 
aro presumably to rcrnain on it rather than 
do other work. I am afraid we are getting 
to the position ''"here we are encouraging 
a large ntnnber of people to get on to this 
schemr· and rPrnain th('fC lH~nnancntly. Only 
the other clay the SecrPi.ary for Agriculture 
spoke of the difficulty of getting boys to go 
out to the countrv to do fa,nn v, ork. Ho 
stated that l:herc ,~·ore twice as rnany appli­
catious for boys as there WCl'C boy~· wi I ling 
to go out. liP quoted extra'C'ts _fron1 ~eycral 
letters to hin1~cif and Canon G.ar1anJ stat­
ing- that ihc lads sent out were S~ltisfied 
with the treatment rceei.-ecl. \Ye ·<ccm to 
be' reac:hiug- that. stage y,-hr>re, on nrcount of 
hP ennnnuus expcnditur~ of 1o:tn uwncy, a 

lllU1lhPr of people: arc not preparc•d to 
go a ',\,ay to son1e othPr lor;Jity to "·ark. 
Tho.v kcPp on thinking· that tlJC'l'C n1ay be 
a lal'gc ntnount of loan rnoney expended on 
\'iTork-:: in thci!· particular arC,t 1 and \YCre 
!he·; to move the" _,·ould mice., the chance 
of 'obta1ning- a {_'C''rtain .r:unount of ( tuploy­
rncnt O\\ iug to the cxpPnrliture of this 'loan 
n1oney. \\-hat \ ·e arf• doing j::-; holdiug out 
to th:~·ru a chance of liYing ur exi~Ling, wllat­
<'Yl'l' one m a~· ea 11 it, L,· the lll'OJlo'cd 
cxpc•uditur(~ of an1ount of loan 
llJClll('V. \Ye are that it rnc~,- be 
pos~i_l~le for tl;e1n ~?oncr or later to crct fj_ye 
o:;· ~1x n1onth~ worK. 

All thi~ is bei11g done on the basis that 
tbt.' pricl':-~ for uur conunoc1itic~ y·ill so 
incrL•ase a.;:: to enable us to n1ect our comrnit­
Jncnt;-;. \\'ou1d it not bu better \\'Pru we to 
look ar the po,ltion as being one ·where the 
]pycl of ra·~Cl-'S obtaining is the 1l0i'll1al posi­
t ion and ti1at if price'~ do increase it will 
he ~o Ulllch t 11e better for u~ ·~ \Yh \ not ~ook 
at ihe 0~1 the 1Jas5~ that dw preFent 
ruling \YC'l'l' .rnort: or lc"s the uonnal 
pricp~ pnor to dw war. anLl that thev 1vill 
probubl:, rr_•rn;lJn nt th:Lt lcn:~l ::;o lol1g as 
nothing ai}]lcnnal happc'ns .again? \Ye• then 
"·oulcl :--o onr finauco:::; to rnt.:et that 
nortnal ~-.l..fter all, there 111nst con1o 
u time the mppooitiono _,~ill not be 
fulfiller!. that i,, that prices will jump up to 
what the': '"ere in the boom davs of the inf!a­
honar:y 1leriocl aftt r the war. \Ye arc c:arry­
iug on in ;-;uc:h a \",a~- that 1vc are rllacing 
the rnecti11g of thP CCJJnrnittnent:-; for these 
loall lTIOIH'y:-; npon thf' :-,houldcrs of those -..,yho 
con1c aftPr u;-;. They ~-::ill bave to pny for 
tlw easy rnethod of soh·1ng our problen1s by 
borrovvint~ nwncy. \Ye an~ placing future 
gcnerrttion~ in :-'Uch a posit.ion that they \Vill 
l1aYe to nH_oct ycry heavy obligations. 

::\Ir. \V. T. Kr:-;G: What is your solution? 

::\Ir. SPEAKEH: Order! 

Mr. J\IOORE: ThNe arc many phases of 
thi,, question which is one that I have not 
hac! the opportunity of discussing at length. 
It is one of the most important questions in 
the State to·cla y. There are so many phases 
of it and :--:o n:any things to be looked at, 
so manv considerations that have to be 
attendeci to. that it is not easily answorecl. 
\Yhen rclid is gi.-cn in one way one finds 

Mr. 111oort'.l 
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the trouble accentuated in another. \Ye are 
driving peop:e away from the work they 
may get at the pre•Pnt time in the country, 
be,anse thev consider thev \Yill have a better 
opportunity' if they c·on;c to town. That 
con1cs abont O\Y}ng to the infl(l__tion caused 
by the largo expenditure of loan money. 
Both Mr. Theodorc and ::'.Ir. FihcllY in 1915 
pointed out that the inflation 'of boom 
11eriod~ cmnes about by the Iarg'f~ CXl)Cudi~ 
ture of loan money and causes a di~crepancy 
l)('hYCOJ1 prices in the countrv ancl in the 
town. The n1ore loan rnoncy 'that is expen­
ded the greater lhe difference bc•t"'cen the 
t~ ·o 2cts of conditions. and the n1ore difficult 
it is for tho primary producer to make ends 
rrwl't and oLtain thr' lllOl_tey lJl'CC.;<;;al'~- to 
deY<•lop his property. 

The n1oro l-oan n1oncy we ~pond now, the 
rnorc burdensome will bccon1c the taxation 
that will inevitably have to be placed upon 
the shoulders of the people to meet the 
lnEercst and rcd01nption payn1ents in respect 
of the money that is now being Lorrm,·ed 
and spent. · To-day wo a re 'proceeding 
lllf'rrily along vrith suggc;:,tions from all 
quarters as to ho\v f'xpcnc1iturc m ay hP 
i11creased in n1any direction~. Loan C'7peridi­
ture is being iJJcrcasPcl ,,-ith the full apprm·al 
of man,. section·- of the communitv. The 
Gon:rn111cnt are ddlnitcly i11crca"ini public 
{'Xpcnditure in nu1nv \\:a,-~. but \Yf' shall 
not be able to continue ~mic -s we borrow 
1nore n1oney~agai11 in the anticipntlo11 that 
price~ \vill f'\"Cntutt1h· ri c. The Trr'asurer 
has stat0d iin1c ttnd · tin1c ngaln that there 
i~ 11othing that ho \Voulcl ,.,~.-clcornc .rnore than 
an opporlunit~v to l.'f'ducc ta~:::aLion. bnt it is 
litrlo nso talking i~1 strain '"hen at the 
sarnc; tin1e he is incn the expenditure 
frmn consolidntcd l'C'n'lllJ(' uch an extent 
that lt is lwcmnin:.:: 111orc• rrnd rnnrP .r[lffi;:<nlt 
for him to do s~. It is onl:v hum bug to 
talk li];;y tbat and nt t1ll"' :-<.llll<' iin1r- to 
continue to increose public expenditure. \Ve 
rcc.ngni!"c, in f<1r 1 1nr ,t. peopl(• rPcognisc, 
thr':t thc-~c finaHcial ln~nkn;;;; .are rcducinrr the 
f':1 pacitv of priyate inclu~tr.Y to proYiclc;' ern­
p1o.YJncnt. \\~ P ElUSt a l.so recognise that 
\\-t, can11ot a11eYiD.tP the po::;ition unless \VC 
rconon1ise to son1r C\~.;..tent. It is little u:-:.n 
1H:'ing gPncTous \Yith public cxpPnditnrc if 
we do it with a full knowledgc of the fact 
thai- tbP burde11 of taxaHoll, \Yhich is 
.1lr£·JdY too hcnxv fo1· indnc..:.trv to he-ar is 
goi1,~, to he· grc.atcr in the' fntnrP. \V0 
arc increasing the burden by borrowing and 
~r_H:-nclnJ.~· more lean 1nonev a·nd bui]cling up 
b1g departm0nts of official~. Snch a ~vstcn1 
n1u~t. e\-cntually con1c to an end. and' it is 
pc1 fC'ctly ob,·ious that we Gannot soh·c the 
prob1('nt of unmnplo:vm<'nt bT7 sp0ndinrr ]oan 
niOil('Y· LPt n-: ~uppo~0 t}wt \'i"C' spend a lar~·e 
surn of loan moncv npon the construction 
o! !~;: St~nlPy R) n~r d.atn or th~ J(angaroo 
l OHlt Bnc1gP, fhat · ~ not g·oll1£t to pro­
y·:ClP an increased vn1m1nt of er~1nlovnl.ent 
in the future aftr'r thnse worb ln~ ye< been 
-completed. It will then be JWces>arv to 
borrow more money to proyido the people 
cr,gaged on it "·ith employment. unless they 
3l'l' to be thro\Yn on the nncinploYtncnt 
n1arket again. If ihC' rnOllf'~,- WPH' f'"'\:1~f'nded 
in deYeloping th0 rountr::· by pnab11ng· 1110re 

stock to be carried and more commodities 
to be produced. then increased Pmplw.·ment 
\HH' lcl be found for the people a ftor the im­
nlediate imprOYPHlcnts \*,('l'P carried ont. Tl1r 
Land Administration Board in its roport 
makes reference to the amount of money 
expended upon ringbarking, providing 

[ JJ r. J11 oore. 

\vatcr, subdivision into sn1all paddocks, and 
improvements generally. and the splendid: 
results that have accrued from this expendi­
ture. There is no need to insi·.t that the 
rate of interest shall be 5 JlCr cent., or that 
the wag-es to be paid shall be 10s. a week 
in excess of the ordinary station hands' 
awilrcl. It would be infinit;eh· better for the 
<Country and infinitely better' for the people 
in ~f'arch of employment if the amount of 
money to be expended in this direction could 
be increased eYen to £1,000,000 pN annum 
on conditions similar to those of the first 
loans. This expenditure would ]HOYide em­
ployment for quite a large number of peopl2, 
and it would enable lanclholdcrs to obtain an 
adequate return in the fnturP. Thrv ,,-ould 
then be in a position to obtain a greatL'l' 
incon1e, v:birh \voulc.l 1ncan that tlwv would 
haYc a~ greater amount of n1oncy t'o spend 
and provide cont.inuow:; employment. 

Mr. \V. T. KrxG: \Yhv cli cl von not do that 
when you were in po~ ... ;cr? · 

::'.lr. MO ORE : \Y o did '" much as '"o 
cou1c1. \Ye proyiclccl a grc at er pro11ortior1 
out of the arnount of rrloYJrv a\-ailable for 
tlti-~ purpose than is being lnach• aYailablo 
to-day. That is not the qnc'~tiou. Ono rnu;;;;t 
learn horn experience. I 1 hink ir will be 
gcllera.lly recognisrd thnt if rnonry i~ ~pent 
in n \Yflv that \Ylll e-nable 1non; r-oinrnodi­
iies to b~ prodnccJ, or that ;0:il1 bring: about 
a.. rrclu'2tion in tl1o co•-.t. of production by 
enabling the commodities !o be placed on 
the market at a ]e""r cost, th<' people w1ll 

·1 greatt'r opportuuity to n10<•t their 
ilrld will thl'rPbY !Jo in n. better 

to provide <'lllplo::mellt t!1nn if the 
\Ycrc n1ercly expt>ndecl in creating 

of the loan mollf'Y that is being 
to-day i-;; ('> .. rende<.l for the pur­

pow creating' job-- \VP ("tn borrow rrlOll 1 ':V~ 
and create jobs, but that 1nust surely 
t~lHl. Y\T o should consifh:r to spend 
tht~ rnoncy with n Y!C'W to pi'(J\Ticling a. 
greater e trning capacity fro1.L tlH' land, 
either bv way of rcdur<:d co~t~ or iu cnabli11~' 
produ~tS to ·be placed on the 1narkeL.; ut i1 
]cc 'C'f cost so that tbc people will be able 
to 1nr-et their ob1, ~ations. Bnt \Yhat R1'8 

we doing to-day? \Ye arc certainly placing 
the obligations upon the people, but instend 
of giYing ihcn1 an opportunity to meet their­
oblip:ntions in a n1ore efficient v:a'T \Ye are 
dcpriYing them of their cxi~ting oprJOrtuni­
tics. aud \Ye are dcJing it v;lrh th\• l'('!'ltlin 

knmYJroclgc that the action we are taking 
'lvll! cycntuallv lead to r:reater taxation 
being· irnpos,~cl upon tlwn{ in the future~ 
\Yhat we arc actually doing to-c1aY ls reduc­
ing their opportunitiP<: to uwct tlwi r obliga­
tlons) and that policy 1s an entire!_\~ wrong 
one. 

11 r. FoLEY: \Vho i,;; going t·J con~un1e all 
! his increased production? 

::'.Ir. ~IOORE: The whole of onr production 
could be sold to-clay, but our oulv troubh_ 
is that the cost of prcduction is too high. 
If '"" can sell our produce at a price tlw 
consurnption is unlirnited, but \VC are rncrcly 
trying to rnaintain a standard of liYing t~at 
the rest of the world cannot afforcl to mam­
tain. If we continue to do this "·e shall 
reduce our OYersca~ n1arket furiher and 
further, and eventually lock ourselves out. 
That is the difficulty. \Ye have to rccog­
ni.~(~ that we cannot ( .uTy on t11a1 poliev 
indPfinitel;~·. We arc only burking tho po•i­
tion to-day. Eventually it will han; to be 
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faced by some Government, who will either 
ha ,-e to economise very drastically or repu­
diate our indebtedness. There is no other 
11·ay out, if the present policy is continued. 

C nlcss the Government arc going to spend 
loan money in channels which will enable 
lJeoplo to increase their earning capacity, we 
ai'e definitely, and with our eyes open, g·oing 
.towards that goal. That is entirely wrong. 
\Ye have no nght to place ourselves in that 
[•Osition. \Ve should say that we are going 
1 ,) face the position as it exist10:, however 
1.:uch "-c may dislike doing so. \Ve should 
exvcnd our loan lnoney in directions having 
for their objective the development of 
the country and the reduction of producing 
costs in orr!Pr to bridge the gap bebvcen 
liJC vrinlar:.T Ulld ,;c,-.:ulHhr:vT ind:.lstric~. ln 
order to cnaule the people to meet their 
obligation·". Su<'h a pulic.v \vitl lPad lh 

to•• ards a solution more surel., than the 
present policy of the Governmer1t. This is 
a policy which n1ust be recognised 
L'Ycntually, The policy of the GovcrllHlCnt 
is thP garnblcr's tbrow. They arc gan1bling 
in the hope that sonE' nnto\Yanl circurn~ 
:--tanct:, 111ay ari·~L', or ::01118 action nHl:V be 
t il ken in ~Ollle other rmrts of tlto world by 
\\-l!i-ch tlw prices for the produce we grow­
>Yill be increased. And all the experience 
Df the past goes h show that we are 
g-mnbling- on ~Olnr,thing which is not at all 
likC'ly to take 1Jlaee. Our chatw~ . .:; in tlLlt 
(lirection ril'P only one in 10,000. Of course, 
it HHl~. be clone by a polic:: of infla6ou, 
ut~cl('r which an attmnpt rnay lJe 111adc to 
c:ec ~'iYe the: pC'or)lc that th{'ir lJl!rchasing 
pO\YCr ~s 110t being reduced, but i11 tlw end 
WP ~hall hn.Yc to get do\vn to the basis of 
living 1vithin our incon1 :-we cannot kePp 
011 borro1Yi11g lo nutke up the differPnco 
h't\\'C'cn \\hat \Ye earn and 1vhat ·He think 
"·e should have. \V e arc not doing so 
to~day, and I cannot SPO that. the position 
will get any Getter till "e do. The dis­
C'rirninatiou and o<- her rncthods \YC arc aUopt­
ing in attcrnpting to ~olYo our 11ncn1plo~~­
n1cnt problern an: creating a ycrv difficult 
t•O'ition, and a "·ider gap 'between' the earn­
ings of tile people in the country and what 
the people in i:bc io\Yll~ are endcavou1·jng 
to ~ecurc'. Con~cqucntly, the pos.ition is 
getting vvorsc and worse, and a1l the tin1c 
our expenditure is increasing, nncl that 
in<'rea~c i~ Lle~tro~-ing ar1y possibility of a 
reduction in taxation. 

From that point of view the amount of 
1nonoy ',\ c arc ash:Pd to pass is, of cour~e. 
wrong-. If I could sec that this amount 
of loan monev conlcl be SJ?ent on develop­
lllental \Vork, not on buildings or on sonl0-
1hing for which the people will have to pay 
increased taxo~. such a.s '' at~r and sewerage 
schemes. but on objects that would increase 
production, we should be able to get some­
\dloro; urHlPr the present p,.Jicy I ( ,1nnot 
SO(' any way out. 

The TREASURER (Hon. \\·. Forgan 
Smith. Jlackap) [7.21 p.m.]: The Leader of 
the Oppmition quote<! a rather extraordi­
nary lC'tter in relation to unen1ployrncnt 
rcli~f. I hnc a !ready indicated, bnt will 
do .•o agrrin. that if he gives me the infor­
mation at his disposal, I will have the caee 
fully inneshgatcd. ::--;'o relieving officer is 
clothed with any authority to take the fmgcr 
prints of an applicant for relief. If such 
were donf' the action was entirely i!lcg·d. 
{Jnly iJcople who ha vc been arrested for an 

offence' have their fing·cr prints taken. 
Therefore, if a11:, thing of the nature corn~ 
plaincd of was done, it vvas a Yiolation of 
eYcrv principle of adn1inistration, and \vas 
done entirelv without the authority of the 
Governrnent u or the Dcpa1·t1nent of L"tboul· 
and Industrv. If the Leader of the Oppo­
sition y, ill g·ivc n1e his correspondence, 1 
will see that the matter is thoroughly 
in,~cO!tigated. 

Evervone rcalisP~ that uncnlplo:.'rncnt 
relief \vork presents difficulties. That \vas 
slat~~d in Parliarncnt when the :.:;chcrne wa-:; 
first instituted. The "\loore Government 
impooed special taxation and started relief 
·works on ,,Thich uH:n WPl'P to get an a.rnount 
cquiYalcnt to sustenar1cc in rctnrn for cer­
tain dutie~. The ha~i:'l of that schc1no "\Yas 

tht• Paulinc doctri1w-that if a n1an did uot 
work neithe-r should l1e cat. From that 
lJasi~ tbo ::::ehC'nle ~tarted a few ~~cars ago 
bv the 1\loore GoYenuncnt h,as continued and 
c~tendecl in cour~:lc:3s cliffrrcnt directions. 
:\a one caa put for\vard relief work a~ being 
a .-ound method of dealing "·ith thi' 
cconornic question. A~ a llHtttcr o£ faet, 
it of ibclf creates ftn·thcr prot)lem;). 

C\othirw could l1o more tragic than the 
spectacle~ of an unemployed relief worker 
hcco1ning content \Yith being a relief worker. 
That 'nmld be a national tragedv, and is 
to bl! guarded against. Yet, reco~nising that 
dnngcl'. the Leader of the Ovposition adYo~ 
cate::-: that certain conditions shonld be given 
to the nwu on the lancl \Yhich, in effpct, 
would result in cxt~._•nd~ng the principle which, 
in ihe fir~r in:-:taLc-c, lw conclclunc'd. (lbYi­
ou;:;lv. a farn1c1· maY require relief for a 
period. If a man h""s a farm with security 
of tenure he at lea"t ha~ shelter-one of i.hc 
first elements in hurnan exi,·tence. lf he 
rcquirf'-; reli('f o·\·ing to failure of hi" crops 
from drought or any other cansc, then h0 
onlv require~ trnnporary assistance. A 
rerlcwal of goorl seaRons puts hirn right, and 
he rc:_urns to his nor.rnal emrJloyn1ent as a 
man tilling the soil and ~York-ing as a far~ 
rner. I--Ic is not in the sarne category as the 
artisan or tl1e labourer who has neither pro­
pcrtv nm an~'thing- else but has only his 
laboin· po" ,,,. to sdl. There is a. ba,ic differ­
ence between the two cases. The scheme of 
relief grant('d in countr~,- ccntrc.3 is availed 
of .. I b0lieYC, only. in oxtrmno rases. But 
if we arE' to a<lopt the prin~iple that an~· 
fanner or anvoriP oLe who earns in anv one 
week le" th[tn the basic wage shoul(l g-et 
pa:vn1cnts bringing hi-.:; n·c-eipts up to the 
equiYalent of t1H~ basic wage, then we sha!J 
haYe a natloE corn.po"Pd of people taxing 
each othcl· in rm1er l hat all men liYe. The 
position ha~ cn1~- io be stated in. that wny to 
dcrnonstrah"' th0 ha.;.;ic ah;urdity of the case 
put fonYard hy the LParlcr of the Opposition. 

On the question of unemployment gene­
rallv. I ass0rt that the State cannot give 
employment to all its people. That could 
only be accomplished if all the land anrl 
all the instrunwnts of industry were owned 
and conlrollerl bv the State. in which event 
a sche:ne coul<i probably be devised of 
orderly deYelopment within the State, orderly 
production. and the control of that produc­
tion for the use of the people. That would 
be complete collectivism under a form of 
State control. and nnder circunl:5tances ;;::uch 
that the land and the instruments of indu··­
trv were controlle-d by the people through 
U!eir elected rcprescntatiYes, the production 

Hon. 1r. Forgan Smith.] 
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of collectivist labour could be equitably dis­
tributed. But while land and the instru­
ments of industry are controlled by private 
indi;-iduals and used by them in any manner 
they think fit and proper, then if unem­
ployment rcsulh the State must come to the 
aid of those people who arc unemployed and 
enable them to !iYe. Ko Go;-ernment can 
remain inactive in the face of a state of 
affairs in which people ;-. ould darvc through 
the want of employment and the consequent 
lack of earning power~the State must give 
them aid and provide relief. To the extent 
of its rE"-ources the State mu•t find employ­
ment for the people and so prm·ide a counter­
poise to the evils brought about by the 
breakdown of the sptcm of private enter­
prise. whether it be temporary or permanent. 
The exi;;;ting crisis is not a crisis of col­
l(•ctiYisnl; it is a crisis jn a 'Yodd in ·which 
private enterprise is the basis of public 
cconmn~v. That far.t cannot be gainsn,id, and 
while that crisis continues to exist the State 
rnust endeaYonr to use iL r<'sourccs to pro~ 
vide relief for people and emplo:vment to 
the greatest pocsil1le extent. Ev0rv Govorn­
Jnent in .Australla, CYPry GOvcrnn1ent 
throuf!hout thP 1··orld that is making an:-.T 
progress with the position is adopting the 
san1P l11(~thorl. and it is rathc1~ a~tounding to 
find a ''i"ationalist Part)· adopting their 
present attitude after having· snpponed the 
Xationalist Government in the Federal 
sphere. Onlv last week that Governnwnt 
carne into the arena of 1ofln expenditure 
and proposed ~onw}JO'\V in sorne indefinite 
fashion to a"isl· re-employment work in thr 
States-for which an expenditure of 
£5,000.000 has bei'Ir approwd bv the Loan 
CounciL So that tho inexoro blo logic of 
the po~ition has brcn at last. in1prcs!'rd upon 
the Commonwealth Ciovcrmt'C'nt, who lrnve 
to ~"Olnc extent rrroq,-ni~rr1 their rr·-pon-.:ibilihr 
m the m:1ttcr. \Yhat the fntnr<' 'vill hole] is 
)·et to be clcmonstratod. I bke the vic'v 
that with the dual sntem of taxation and 
the intrusion of the CoiYlmom,·ealth into the 
StatP nrrna in connt.lPss diff0rent wa"\'s, the 
Cf'lltre:tl GoY('l'nment 1r111:-;t a,s-urne soinC ~·C>-.:pon­
sibility in regard to UJ101nplo:vn1Pllt. relief or 
the nroblem d tlw re-Pm]1lo,-ment of th~ 
people. · 

i\ir. F.mDEN: On account of tax-fre<' loans' 

The TRE \SURER: The qncstion of tax­
free loans haf= no b0aring reall:-.- on tl1e 
math'r of employment that we are now dis­
cussing. 

J\1r. FADDEK: It 1s 0ating into your 
reYC'lH1e. 

The TREASFHER: .'\ c:1>e rwl-' be_ pnl 
fony;1 rd for not 1naking ~nch C'xnnptlons, 
and I knov;.- and thoroug]J},- lU1<1cr~t'"~nd thnt 
ca~C': hut I am not goo.in,i to L0 drn n-n off 
rn:v subj0ct 1~Y nn:-.· sidr• issuP. :-,~eh a:;: a rlctnil 
in connPction wit]J a loan i~su0, "\Yiten I Hm 
d0aling- ,,-ith the rnajor problem of enlplo~-­
tlll'JJt-r,.hich is i-110 on1v proll1Pl11 that ran­
Fronts .socidv to-clay. It is the problem of 
eiYilif'a.tion it,~Plf: aucl if a fnnn of .;;oeiC'tY 
rontinu0:-; in 1vhicb a growing Iltnnbcr Of 
adults _rrncl wmths <Hf' to !Jp c1eniPd cmploy­
tnent In thf' nornull UYCilUP!'. of inrln··irY. 
then a graver situation will doye]op in all 
Governments and St<J.tes. That i' how I 
regard it. 

l~ndPr the prp.;ent ronclltions the GoYern­
lllf'llt arf' doing ·\·hat is nccc:-;--.ary anrl po~­
~ihlc. an(l whnt thc~7 arP doing i:.; sound. As 
I pointed out in the Budget, it is a rPnHtrk-
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able thing that funds can always be found 
for annarncnts. ::\o rnattcr ho1-v apparently 
bankrupt countries ma~· be. immediately 
there is a question of proyi cling arrnarne11ts 
money is found. If it '\\>~.~ a que:.~tion of \;n_u, 
funds would be found to cnga%·c in that war, 
'-·et inunccliate1y a GoYernnlent, in defence­
of the liYclihood of their own people, in 
defence of their economic wellbeing 
propose to borrow money for t!H' pur pose of 
deYeloping the State and pro,·idiJJg work, 
tlwir action is condmnned b,· hou. nlenlbers 
opposite. The -..vholc positio.n only llccdf' to 
be stated in that fa'·hion to show hmY ridicu· 
Ions the attitude of the Opposition rs. 

During the Budget dt:>b<tie a,nd ell,, u~-
sion on the E~tinw tcs \Y<' fonnd after 
critil: ri .ing in hi:-; pLlC'L' nud de·' ling \Yirh 
the Yarious points of the Esti1na,tes, not only 
frou1 tllc poiut oi ...-ic-..v of hi own electorate 
lmt all the tirnc fro1n dw 11oint of viP·" of 
politica.l CX]>cdi<~ncy and the cJc,iJ'C to gain 
party .adntntaf,C. I say aud 
n·ith all the sinceritv of I am capalJle, 
that uncrnployn1cnt · i:3 a national question 
that affect cverv individual in the• COlll­

InuuitY, a11d eau· only be dealt v;idt iu a 
uatiorlal 1\a.v; and LO part)· ln_H' ro tl1i~ 

that will cx[Jloit tlrc 
of gaiJJing a fe·w votL-. 

The I110I1C'V nerB~~ncc for the C'<llT~ 1ng Cl!', 

of our loa11~ prope L]-; i~ to IJ\' ~~)i ut iu rho 
<l'"·elo[Jrncnt of t l1io country. ~\11 the 
works on which the• n1o1H:y i" llciJJg ~lJ('llt 
arc irnproYing tht' StiJtP a~~et.;;, and arc 
v:orks that \You1d haYf; to be donr• anYhow. 
During a period \YlH'll e:lteap ~ \·ail-
able it is good bu:::.illt'"' t-! such a 
policy. In addition. it i maxl-
lntnn an1ount of <'IllP~OYlueut 
Tl1c loan p1:ogrannnc ,;.<' are 
i:-:. sound front a 
yie·\-. It is sound <'<·onomicull.\·, 
u." it proYicles a:-;:-;pt...; to tht· StaH: aHd (J'ln_'..: 
national wa~·; and 110 h 

0 

thi·~ 
cnnntrY in the dol~Jg- \\ork H <·f 
nationfd yaluc. " 

ThP IYH'nlbE'r for Kc•nr;t dy ·,y,, E.!.O~t alll'l 
ing in the >'pcech that h;, cicliqorcd. Tlw 
~\YOrd-Lc-arcr of the Lender o·· the Opp'1..:1-

.. tiou agaiu wielded h1:-; pnintecl ]at he. lie 
ga.Y(~ us an inierc~ting lcctUI'f• 011 \dwi 
miiTht be clcscribcd as the principles of book­
kct~piug. J-Ic to!d u." liow the puLlic 
or··oun£~ :--houl<l be n1anagec1. how they 
-hould be .... pt out, and so 011 g nd :::o forth-~ 
ail of \\hieh no doubt i~ Yer~- illtPrcsting. I 
could lcc·turL\ and so could the hon. ltlC'lU~H.?t 
fu1· Too\Youg, about rt ~C'hctnc- of dPcoratFJ:l 
for thi.s Chamber clilfnPnt hum ,drat it i•. 
I (·otdd spc ak for half-Rn-hour 'tbout the 

of tl10:~c \Ya1ls if carriccl out in sbadcs 
cf rather than in ::-.hadc-:; ol Inn 
thf' facts would rcn1ain tlw ~~!lllC', the 
1ral1s and the forrr1 of the structure \You:d 
lJe tho RarnP. Aud .o it is in keeping 
aC''onnts. \Ye 111aY elaborate 011 the 
of th'''"' [Juhlic acc-oullts, but that woulcl nnt 
add one pt:nny to the final i-igure" in tht; 
Tr0asurY. It would llcithe>r aclcl to il1e 
rP\·cuuc' nor dccrca;.;c it. \Yhile it i~ Yaln­
able ai' a. side issue. and pcrhalJS as a rneaiL3 
of . ..:peaking interestingly for a fc\Y rninutf'~. 
it ha~ no real bcnriug on the ca~c '\Ye ur .. ~ 
dr1.ling with. no1· c1oc•s it irnpingc lu a11:' 
,-ya~· o:1 the life uf the ron1n1n11it 

ThP hon. IIH~·nbcr al~o complained t hz:t 
loau CX}H'Bditurc \Yaf' not }laYing tho l'C'f'U1t 
that is clairncd for it, and he qnotecl the 
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lnf'reas1ng reYcnue from the tu1en1ployed 
relief lax to support his argument. The 
lwn. nwmbPr appeared again to fall into 
error, this tin1e of confw:;ing reYenue with 
cxpenditurl'. In an endeavour to bobter up 
his case l1c said that. although n•vcnue had 
increased. no increase in ernplovment had 
been effected. · 

Obviously, 1Ir. Speaker, if revenue from 
:uncrnployn1cnt taxation is increased it means 
that rnore people are earning salaries a.nd 
wages. L'ncinploynH'nt taxation is an 
income tax without any form of exemption, 
and as that revenue becomes correspondingly 
buoyant it is evident that an increasing 
!mmbe~· of people are employed and an 
rncreas1ng ~nnount of "\vages and salaries is 
earned. As a matter of fact, the diminu­
tion in expenditure on account of unemplov­
mont relief for the first four months of tfie 
iinancial year is £58,000. 

The hon. member does not believe his 
·o•·' n argument, for having in the first 
instance clairned that crnployn1ent ,vas not 
bPing increased, he concluded his speech on 
the note that because things were becoming 
better and reYenuc rnore buoy~nt. UllPlll­
ploymcnt relid taxation should he reduced. 
That indC('d i~ the po:<ition wP art' nq,icll ,. 
~lpproaC'hlng. Ai' thr ..:;tatc uf 1Le finctlH'(:~ 
irnproYC3, as crnplo:nnent increases obviouslv 
t"xation will be reduced; and unc~ploymen't 
relief tax Ynll be the first that will be 
reduced. 

He then proceeded to condemn a method 
of dealing with a certain form of land 
revenue. He reminded me of the storv of 
the man who went do"·n from J erusalern to 
Jericho; we know Yvhat happlmccl to hirn. 
The hon. member condemned certain forms 
of finance. but. unfortunatelY he ha'" found 
himself associated with a 'n'artv that has 
dcctlt with him as the thie-;-es "did to the 
trawller from ,Jcrusalc•m. The criticism that 
~le loycJl~,d against thP present Go;-ernmcnt 
rs a cntrcrsm of the GoYPrnmcnt of which 
he was a suppnrtrr and of a policv for _,-hich 
f•very member of his party then. in Pa.rlia­
ment Yotecl. I wish to draw y-our attention 
:\h. Speaker, and the attentio{l of the Hous~ 
to a Bill introdnccd in 1931. "·here this 
.n'cthod YYas adoptPd. 

I quote section 50 of an Act intrcxlucecl 
!~v the hon. nwmbcr for Cunningham, t.hcn 
i::lccrpt~r.v for Pubhc Lands. Section 50 (5) 
(f') rc~cls as follows:-

. "Xotwith.:tanlling anything contajnccl 
m an:: Act or ]ayy to the contrary-

la) Tltc Stwcial Trust Account de­
signat0d a..,~ 'The C]o.-,0r Scttle'Inent 
.. Acts Trn:-,t Acco~1nt,' constituted pur~ 
'uant to ·'The Closer Settlement Act 
of 1906 · (and "·hich account includes 
ClllY Special Trn:<t .Account pursuant 
to 1 he proYisions of section 3 of the 
'<lid lastrncntioned Act) is lwrebv, and 
shail for all p!Hposes, l1c dcter~1incd. 
aud the ;;aid account ]:-) and shall be 
elo:.;cd. nnd the debit balanc0- of such 
account. as at lhe thirtieth dav of 
June, OEC thow-::Lnd nine hundred~ anJ 
rhirty-o1<::. .. <::l1all be transferred 10 and 
be dcGitccl to the Loan Fund Account; 
aed the proYisions. of this paragraph 
shall for all purposes Lw clccrncd to 
haYe con1c' into operation as at thir­
t icth clay of June, one thou and 1"inc 
lJUlllhcd and thiriy-onc, and shall 

ha ,.e retrospective operation accord­
ingly; 

(IJ) From and after the fi,·st chy of 
,July, one thousand nine hundred and 
thirtv-one, all monevs received for 
rcnt,u surYev fees, or'"' purchase nloney 
in respect of land selected and form­
ing part of any estate acquired pur­
suant, to the Closer Settlement Act 
which. but for the provisions of this 
paragraph would haY•l Leen paid into 
the Closer Settlement Acts 'I'rust 
Account, shall be paid into and shall 
form part of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund : Moreover, all such payments 
made into the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, from and after the s>Licl first day 
of July, one thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-one. arc hereby approYecl, 
ratified. and Yalidatecl, and ihrl provi­
sions of this paragraph shall haYe 
retrospc-diYo ap1)lication accordingly.'' 

That is the section introduced by the party 
and put on the statute-book Ly the party 
which now criticises the method thev them-
sclycs initiated. " 

Mr. FADDEX: Stop it. 

The 'l'REAS'CREH. : Stop it'? Thcl hon. 
1110111Ler \\ lw ha::; lH~eH appointed the finall­
eial c!·itic for the Opposition cannot laugh 
it off ill that fashion. He made a blunder 
of major political importance during his 
~pecch and tn atter11ptlng to pas:-' it off in the 
n_,_anner he is doing he cannot obliterate the 
fact that hi-.: critici:-:n1 i:.:; not :t cri tici~tn of 
the Labour GoYcrnment but a sp!Pndid con­
demnation of the methods of the J\Ioore Go­
Ycrmncnt and of the man who was at that 
time Premier. (Opposition dissent.) 

:C.lr Sl:' EAKER : Order ! 

The TREAS'CRER: This is what I said 
when the Bill was before the House-

" This clause is another remarkable 
evidence of the methods of an impecuni­
ous Treasurer. I n1cntioncd sorne tirnc 
ago ,,dwn reularka.b1c Bill was 
introduCL'd the 8€Cl'l'tarv for Rail~ 
"\vays which contained a ne\~· systcru of 
accountancy that the hou. gcnt~PflHlll 
~houlcl prepare a new set of text-books 
for the political Hoophytes who suppo;·tocl 
l1im. The Treasurer, evide11tly jealou:3 
of the prominence the Secretary for 
R.aihn1~ .s reccivcd ou that occasiou, has 
adopted new methocb for himscl£ under 
this chmsc. 1;Hdcr this clause he pro­
poses to close the Closer Settlement Acb 
Trust Account, and transfer ihc debit to 
the Loan Fund ~~ccount.. In other \Vor·ds, 
he propose.; to tralhffl' the debit lo the 
national debt, and, 1ikt: the illustriou:s 
Micawbcr. he sa\·s lo himself. 'Thank 
God that ls paid.,., 1-Ic then, in his inirni­
tab:c fashion, proposes that all futun' 
revenue frun1 this source :-ihall be 
into tliP Con:solidaie·d Ht!YC!Jue Fund. 
purchn.-;r- Jnoucy in l'C:-.pcct of the ~ale of 
land. SUlTPy feL ,_. jwspcciion fees, and 
CYCl'Y otller fonn of rCYPnue \Yhich rnav 
r·on11~ into the Deparbnont of Publi~c 
Land, .'hall now be )laid into the con­
solidated reYenuc in the ;.Tear the pay­
nlClH ,, arc nwde, and ,hall be regarded as 
1 eYC'JJUC. Tbis is a proposition \Yhlch 
:-houlJ not be agreed to b7 any Par:ia­
nu:!Jt. IL rrwans that the sale of capi­
tal is i·cing treated as re\-Pnue. I lH:<ievo 
tl1c Trca~:.ner is inten.'stecl in a utnnbcr 

Hon. 1Y . .F'organ Smith.] 
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of companico, and he knows that. if 
those cornpanlcs di~posod of any of their 
capital a'"'ts and paid the receipts into 
re.:enuc while maintaining their old 
capiialioatiou. such actiou \Yould be 
regarded as fraud under the Companies 
Act. 

·· The di~11osal of land is oLviously the 
cb<posal of capital. The assets of 
Queensland are obvious!:~ the land and 
everything tl1e lancl contains. and the 
industry of the pcoplP applied to those 
resource". That is the sccuritv that is 
offered \Yhen the Govl'rmnent' float a 
loan. It is the basis of all forms of 
national seruritv and the basis of all our 
State assPb: \:et tlw Trert;<Ul'<'r in this 
ren1.arkablc clause. in his desire to get 
into his clutching hand every pc·nny that 
is handled by every Government depart­
rnent, s.ays that in future all those things 
shall be regarded as revenue and shnll 
be treated as such." 

That is a sound condemnation of the methods 
that were adopted by the :Yloore Govern­
ment. It is interesting to note that those 
methods are also condemned bv the hon. 
member for Kennedy, lmt befm:e lecturing 
this Parliarrwnt or this Govennncnt on 1.Yhat 
he considers to be sound fmms of finaucc he 
should endeavour to instruct some of his 
own colleagues who perpetrated the very 
deed to which he now objects. Of course, 
the hon. mcmlJC'r entirelv overlooked the 
fact that it was the :Vlome" Govemment. and 
not the present Governrnent, that were in 
power in 1931. (Government laughter.) 

I~Ie also raised the question of the Bowen 
coke ovens. That is one of the rnost dis­
astrous activities ever commenced by the 
~1oore Government. Everything the hon. 
member for Kennecly said in that 1·egard 
\Ya~ a condcrnnation of the l\!Ioore Govern­
ment a!l(l their methods. Much 11101"0 could 
be said on this question. but I am prepared 
to agree with his condemuation of the 
l\Iooro Covl'rnn1ent as to the initiation of 
thi~ enterprise and the disastrous agrcernent 
that thev entered into with the Mount !sa 
Cornpan}·. The whole enterprise is CJil an 
illegal basis. In the first place the Moore 
GoYernrncnt sold the existing State enter­
prist~s~in 1nany cases gave thern away. 
They depreciated the value of the assets 
in every possible way and then sold 
thorn at a bl\_akdo\Yll valuation. Then thev 
provided by rneans of legislatiou that nO 
new State euterprises sholLcl be established, 
but having done that thl'Y cornmenced a new 
State cntcrpri>'e by the c•stabli"huwnt of the 
Boi•'C11 coke ovens. That 8tutc entcq)rise 
was started bv tl1e ~loon~ Govcrnrrll'Jlt, and 
it followed ~ Cabinet decision. Cabi11et 
decisions arc noted on the relevant, 1)apers, 
and the then Secretary for l\1ines in colla­
boration with the the;, Tre<tsurer v;as the 
man who gave effect to that polic;~. I 
belie,-e that if m-ens should be built thev 
should be built where the coal 1s mine<{ 
It takes approximately 1~ tons of coal to 
rnake a ton of coke, ~o wh,v carry 1~ tons 
fot· ilw purpose of mannfacturiug 1 ton? 
Tll<;t quer:- in itself condcrrms tlll' location 
uf the~e OH~ns. Thev shon:d haYe been con­
structed bc--ide the c'oal deposits so that the 
extra haulage could be saved. The most 
disastrous thing iu the whole Yenturo was 
the agreement maclo by the then Secretary 
for :::\lines-,vith the approval of Cabinct­
\\ith the :::\Ionnt Isa Compauy. Cpon the 

[Hon. W. Porgan Smith. 

JYiount Isa Cornpany's utH.lertaking to pur·· 
chase a given arnount of <'Oko per annuni;­
the then Government undertook to supply 
it with coke at 10 per cent. above the cost 
of production, with a n1aximu1n price of 33~. 
per ton. 

The most important feature of the agree­
Inent is the rnaxi1nnn1 price chargeable~that 
is, 33>-3. per ton. rrhe agreement lasts for a 
period of five years from the time it was 
entered upon. No investigation in an eco­
nomic way was made on the question of the 
site. Xo thorough investigaj;ion was made 
as to the advisability of starting that enter­
prise at all. The l\1oore Government simply 
ru'hed blindly into the activity without 
thu1·ough investigation, with the result that 
we sec in the position that now obtains. \Vhen 
we took office> the Secretarv for Mines investi­
gate,! the position and. explained it to 
l'abinet. l-Ye all saw that it was a bad 
deal, but having regard to the principle of 
the inviolabilit'" of Crown contracts we had 
to carry on, complete the work, and supply 
the coke. The only alternative was to repu­
cliate a Crown contract. vV c do not propose 
to repudiate a Crown contract. \Ye believe 
in the principle of the inviolability of con­
tracts entered into by the Crown, ai1d, there­
fore. we have to cany it out for a period 
of live years. That disastrous arrangement 
was n1adc bv the Moore Government. Evcrv­
thing said by the hon. Yl!Pmbcr fer Kcnned,~ 
to-day and everything said by the hon. mem­
ber for Isis vesterdav was a condemnation, 
not of the p-resent Government, but of the 
methods adopted by the Moore GoYernment 
in relation to activities of this kind. 

The position is being thoroughly investi­
gat<'<l and so far as posoible costs will be 
reduced. The first year is naturally the most 
expensive year for running any enterprise. 
Ovens built of brick must be handled care­
fully, and consequently their efficiency was 
lee.,; in the earlv stages than they will be 
later on. Owing to the stoppage of opera­
tions at Mount !sa and the consequent 
closure of the mine for a period the output 
was les,ened. but it is to be hoped that by 
methods adopted by the Secretary for ~lines 
the output will be better for the future. 
The basic fact remains. that there was no 
justification for starting the enterprise at 
all, and no justiftcation for starting it in 
thP methoc1 it was started. and the terms of 
the contract entered into cannot be too 
strongly condemned by everyone who has 
im'estig·ated them. 

Our poliL_y in relation to une1r]ployment 
has resulted in the greatest reduction of 
unemployment of all the States. ThP num­
ber of unemployed in Queensland in 1932 
wae 38,320, whil--t in August. 1934, the num­
ber had been reduced to 25,360. The per­
centage of lHIClnploytncnt ,-,-aR rPdnred fro1n 
22.2 in 1932 to 14.2 in August, 1934. The 
percentage "as further reducecl for the 
quarter J ul:v to September. 1934. to 11.4. 
By comparison with the other States Queens­
land show~ the greatP-.;t reduction in unen1-
ploymcnt., the perccntagc•s of \Yhich, accord­
inp: to the Commonwealth Statistician. aro 
as follows:-

Queensland 
='Jew South \Vales 
\lictoria 
South _"\.ustralia 
\\'est ern Australia 
Tasmania 

Per cent. 
11.4 
24.5 
17.5 
25.4 
17.2 
18.9 
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Those fig·uros indicate very clearly that not 
only has Queensland the lowest amount of 
unemplo0 ment of all the States but that it 
has had the greatest reduction of unemploy­
ment over the last three years. Hon. mem­
bers condemn Labour policy, not because 
there is anything wrong with the policy, 
but bccdJse of its continued success. 

GO\'ER:\:IlEXT ::\1e,~fBERs: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER: They hope by their 
,continual reiteration and 1nisrepresentation 
of the real facts to convert some people to 
their cause. They hope, ,vith the assistance 
of the majority of the newspapers through­
out the country, to get people to belicYe the'c 
lhings: yet all the facts of the position 
to-day indicate very clearly that the attitude 
laken up by the Labour Government is the 
only sound attitude that can be taken up 
in all the circumstances. vVe are condemned, 
.not because of the alleged failure of our 
policy, but because of its continued success. 

Another "'tisfactorv feature of the Labour 
policy is the result i-n reference to intcrest. 
During their term of office the Moore Go­
vcrnrneut ~hawed callous brutality to\\. ards 
the wage-earning section of the conununity; 
Jcpmliating every pledge made to the people 
who rcgm·ded them as honourable men and 
exhibiting the greatest activity in reducing 
·wages and \Vor."Scning the conditions of the 
workers. \Vhen ill Opposition we pointeu 
out that if cconomie.l had to be 0ffectcd the 
economics should be efl'ccted all~ round ' and 
as in_tcre::::t \Yas the ·wages of capital a' pro­
g-resstvc reduction in the interest rate should 
br· adopted. The Ltbour Party in Queens· 
land . made the fir>t declaration of policy 
m th1s regard. Speaking on behalf of thi.< 
party at ;,lurningsidc in 1930, I made the 
.:...tnnouncenlcnt that iu the economic rehabili. 
tation of Australia it \vas nccessarv that 
interest rates be reduced, and that , public 
moneys be obtained at a lower rate of 
interest. The following information regard­
ing public issue .. b0 the f'ommonweaith Go­
vernrncnt in Australia \vill show the oxtc11t 
to which the policy of the Labour Govern­
ment has had an effect in the councils of the 
11ation :-

})L~BLIO ISSLES 

GOYERX)JENT 

BY THE COJ\BIOKWEALTII 

IX AcsTR·ILIA (FOR Co}r-
}[0:\WL\LTH .1:\D STATES). 

I Hate of Return to I Date of! <Uc>. I Interest. Issue Price. Investor. 
Per cent. .r..--.r L.:nt. 

--~----~~-
~~·~-

I 

£ s. d. 
XoYemlxr. HJ~9 5t 98 0 H 4 
June, 1 9~0 6 100 6 ll (l 

November, 102:2 :;t 100 3 15 0 
l\Iay, 19Jb 3t 100 8 15 () 
November, j u:J:J ., 9!l :J 12 5 

I 
'-'2 

June, 1\\'34 3t 98} _, 9 

It will be seen that the effect of Labom· 
policy has been progresoivcly to reduce thu 
interest burden, enabling public works to 
be unclertakeu and public development to 
be carried out during a period when rnonev 
.is less costly than was formerly the case. · 

The same story can be told in relation 
to Treawry bill accommodation, where th·! 
following position is disclosed :-

TREASuRY BILLS. 

DISCOUNT RATES. 

1st ,January, 1931 
1st July, 1931 
1st J auuary. 1932 
ht July, 19:2 
1st January, 1933 ... 
ht Jul,-, 1933 
1st J anua.ry, 1934 
1st July, 1934 
15th October, 1934 

Per cent. 
6 
4 
4 
4 
3k 
2~ 
2~ 
24 
2 

Again, we sec the result of Labour [Jo!icy in 
the progrosoive reduction of the interost 
burden! 

\\'hen dealing with these quo,.tiom hon. 
n1e1nbers oppo~ite arc either ignorant of the 
facts or d, sire to >vithhold the information 
from the public, for it is noteworthy thar 
in discussing these matters they fail to deal 
with the »hole of the facts. The policy 
being pur.'3ucd by the various Govcrnrne:~nt~ 
in relation to loan and Trca8urv bill acco!a­
Hloclation is pro,·iding crnployrl1cnt for the 
n•scrn:- funds Lcld by rhc banks throughout 
the Commonwealth. The statement is fre­
quently made b.v hon. members opposit.c 
from Tory lllatforrns that the associated 
hanks lul\·c saYee! Australia. As a matter 
of fact, this method of in.-estment of the 
surplus funds held in the banks on behalf 
of depositors in Australia has been an irn~ 
portant n1cans of rnaintuining the soh~ency 
of the Lanks, so that the Labour policy of 
p1·oviding funds to give \YOrk to unen1ployed 
n1cn at nonna.l rat~s is gi,~ing c1nployrnent 
Hot onl.v to human labour but to th<· capital 
nva 11 able in Au~tralia that would otherwise 
b" idle. 
GOYERX~IEXT ~IE::\JBEI~S: 

:.\Ir. "EBIO (O.c/r!f) 
:-)peakcl·--

Hear, hear! 

[7.59 p.m.]: 

:.\Ir. SPEAKER : Order ! I hardly think 
it is worth while the hon. member com­
mencing his speech when he has only a 
minute to go. 

:Mr. XIMMO: I think it is worth while, 
J\..'Ir. Speaker. The rrrcasurer has a habit 
of making wild staiemcnt·~ whon no pof'si~ 
bility exists of a rer1ly being made from this 
cicle of the Chamber. The hon. gentleman 
indu]g·cd jn a ~pccch ",dtich really is a 
mi;;;reprc·:.::C'niation. For inc;,tnncc, \vith regard 
to interest ratc:3. rhc Treasurer knows per­
fc•ctly >~·ell that '"' had nothing to do with 
the reduction of interest rates in Australia, 
aucl I object lo his making a statement in 
this Parliament that he is n'ponsible for 
reducing· inkrct rates from 6 per cent. to 
3~ ner C •nt. v\' e hCJYe had the spectacle of 
this Bill tJ3<'ing through Parliament and no 
opportunity being given to n1mnbers on this 
side of tltc House to discu ... s the main pur­
jw.se for ,,-)Jich the money ,,-;]] be used-the 
relief of uncmlJ]oyment. No opportunity has 
been gi\ en to discm:., the grrate.,;t problem 
confronting ihe country. The Government 
arc simply trying to bolster up their own 
ca·e. On the eYe of an election tllembers on 
this side of the Chamber haYe had no oppor­
tunity of sayitJ6' whether that unemployment 
can b<> relien•d or not. 

illr. :\'immo.] 
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At 8 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! ender the pro­

Yisions of the Sessional Order agreed to by 
the House on 29th August last, I shall now 
proceed to put the question. 

Question-" That the Bill be nuw read a 
second time" (.lir. Smith's motion)-put 
Ulld paP:sed. 

CO)DilTTEE. 

(Jir. Hanwn, JJuranda, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 8, both inclusiYe, schedule, 
and preamble agreed to. 

Tho House resumed. 

The CHAIIDTAX reported the Bill, without 
amendment. 

THIRD READIXG. 

The TREASURER (Hon. \Y. Forgan 
Smith, .~Iuckay): I moYe-

" That the Bill be now rcacl a tiJircl 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 8.5 [J.ln. 




