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TUESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1934.

Mr. Seesrer (Hon. G. Pollock,
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTICONS,

AgsISTANCE 7O UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF WORKERS
ar CHRISTMAS; REPORT 0v DFPARTMENT OF
LaBOTUR axXD INDUSTRY.

Mr. KENNY (Coof) asiked the Sceretary
for Labour and Industry—

Gregory)

‘1. What would be the approximate
additional cost entailed in giving two
weeks pav In lieu of intermittent relief
work and rations during the forthcoming
Christmas season?

2. In view of the
termination of the period allowed for
discussion of the Estimates, when will
the annual report of his department be
presented to Parliament?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer),
for the SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND

nearness of the

INDUSTRY (Hon. M. ¥. Hynes, Towns-
vilic), replied—
1. £202.632. To raise this amount

would necessitate an increase in the tax
of 10.3 per cent,

f2. The report wiil be
soon as possible.”

presented as

TAYMENT® FOR PTRCHASE OF SOLDIER SETTLE-
MENT RETAIL STORES,

Mr. KENNY C'ool) asked the Secretavy
{or Public Lands—

“ Has this year's
Soldier Settiement
been paid? IF so, what amounts have
been apportioned to phn(lpal repas-
ment and intereit respectively (7

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon., P. Pease, Herbert) replied—

“ The departmental records with
reference to the Soldier Scttlement Retail
Stores are available for perusal by any
bon. member at my office.”

instalinent on the
Retail Stores yet

PAPERS.
The following papers were laid on the
table :—
Regulations Nos. 432 to 435 under ** The

Prima Producers’

(Organisation
and Marketing Acts,

1926 to 1932.”

Amendments of and additions to the
Barley Board Hail Imumnce Scheme
Regulations under “The Primary
‘t"oducels Olgan,:dmon and Market-
ing Acts, 1926 to 1922.7

VOTE OF CREDIT.
Ox Accornrt, 1935-36.

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt from
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of
i message recommending that provision be
made, on account, for the services of the
several departments of the public service
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for the year cnding 30th June, 1936, of the
following amounts:—

£
From the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of Queensland (exclu-
sive of the moneys standing
to the credit of the Loan
Fund Account) the sum of 1,800,000

From the Trust and Special
Funds, the sum of ... 1,000,000
From the moneys standing to
the credit of the Loan Fund
Account, the sum of . 750,000

Message ordered to he referred to Com-
mittee of Supply.

UPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1833-34.

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt from
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of
a message transmitting the Supplementary
Estimates for the year 1933-34.

Estimates ordered to be printed,
referred to Committee of Supply.

and

ION OF STANDING ORDERS.
BILLS THROUGH ALL STAGES IN
Oxe Day.
The PREMIER (Hon. W.

JI/I('K'(U/) 1 move—
¢ That so much of the Standing Orders

be suspended as would otherwise pre-
vent the receiving of Resolutions from

SUSPENS

PA88AGE OF

Forgan Smith,

Committees of Supply and Ways and
Means on the same day as they shall
have passed in those Committees, and

the passing of Bills through all their
stages 1n one dayv.”
Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
RESTMPTION  OF COWMMITTEE—ESTINATES —
SIXTEENTH ALLOTTED Day.
(Mr. Hanson,
EsTivates 1x CHIEF, 1934-35.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
CHIEF OFFICE.

Buranda, in the chair.)

Question stated—

“That £21,450 be granted for
‘ Department of Justice—Chief Office.”

AMr. GLEDRSON (Ipswich) [10.36 a.m.]:
the outset I wish to say how pleased every-
one in this Chamber is to see you again in
the chair, Mr. Hanson, quite recovered from
vour recent illness and enjoying your usual
good health again.

HoxovrasLe MeuBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. GLEDSON : Dealing with the report
of the Friendly Socicties, Queensland has
heen exceptlona]]v f(ntunate i having men
like Mr. Robert Rendle, who was RC”lStla!‘
of Friendly Societies in Quecnsland For so
many years, and Mr. \7001”’0 Porter, who
has been the Registrar since his retirement.
We have also been fortunate in having the
assistance and advice of Mr. Rendle as
official valuer for the friendly societies,
although he has retired from active pa1t1(:1-
pation in the administration of the Regis-
trar-General's office.

The report that has just been issued by
the Registrar contains some illuminating
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ertaining to friendly socie-
uﬁﬁga&% past e%v years the friendly
. in common with all other societies,
i 1 very lean times,
] me in connection
report was the statement that had
cen for the investmert of the savings
2d been accumulated in the past their
< would not have been in the satis-
position they are. Quite a consider-
oss would have been sustained during
ears of the depression had it not been
he interest payments received by the
ent societies.
report discloses the fact that the total
orship of the friendly societies decreased
g the year from 66,135 to ‘65,220,
14 males and 9,606 females, while the
neial membership decreased from 61,305
(1,283, 52,167 males and 9,126 females.
<o figures are evidence that a Jarge num-
of the people in Queensland realise the
ofits conferred by friendly societies on
v members.

he Registrar, Mr. Porter, has not con-
¢ his activities to the city; and I take
opportunity of commending him for his
ties in other parts of the State. Wher-
or he was invited to attend at friendly
ciety meetings be did so; and he thus met
o men who are engaged in carrying on the
vk of the societies, and he was able to
ve them advice and point out to them the
difficulties that would follow if they carried
out a certain policy. Both Mr. Rendle and
Mr. Porter have often been frowned upon
by the societies because the latter were not
permitted to do what they considered the
proper thing. The good advice tendered to
them by Mr. Porter, for instance, has been
looked upon as an endeavour to prevent
them from spending their own money. Some
of the societies were of the opinion they
should be able to use the funds in any way
they wished. At some of the friendly society
conferences, however, the Registrar has been
able to point out to them that the depart-
ment was not endeavouring to prevent them
from spending their own money, but that
the whole object was to protect the members
of the friendly societies and see that the
benefits for which the societies were formed
were achieved. By personal contact he has
been able to show that the advice of the
department has been good advice, and this
has been followed by good results.

It will be noted from the report that the
decrease in membership has been arrested,
and the percentage of decrease during the
last year has been very low. Whilst the per-
centage decrease for Queensland was 2.1 per
cent., the decrease in New South Wales has
been 5.68 per cent. for males and 8.44 for
fermales. These Queensland figures show that
the friendly societies have practically
stemmed the tide so far as the decrease in
membership is concerned.

Another matter upon which the depart-
ment is to be congratulated is that of the
finances of the societies. They have been
very hard hit—some of them have just been
able to carry on—but it is found that they
have been able to overcome their difficulties
and during the year there has been a con-
siderable decrease in the amount of arrears
of money owing to the societies. Quite a
number of men and women have been able
to reduce the amount that they were behind
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and once more make themselves full finan-
cial members,

A matter that is very seldom brought to
public notice—one hears of it when attend-
ing conferences of the societies—is the diffi-
culty and the expense associated with trans-
fers of mortgages. It is a matter that
affects every society in Queensland. Some
of the branches wish to transfer their mort-
gages to their head centre, but it is found
that this means duplicating registration and
fees. This is a matter controlled by the
Departiment of Justice, and I ask the Attor-
ney-General if he would go into it and
ascertain whether something could not be
done to afford relief. A branch in a district
lends money on mortgage to a member.
Then, for the purpose of complying with the
law and also keeping the branch finances
in proper order, 1t is desired to transfer
the mortgage to the head office. This means
that the whole procedure has to be dupli-
cated. These societies consider, I think with
some justification, that so long as the mort-
gage was properly completed and the fees
paid-in the first instance, the branch should
not be asked to pay the stamp duties and
registration fees for the further mortgage
when the transfer to the head office takes
place.

Friendly societies have been very hard
hit by what I may term ° industrial aid
clubs.””  There are certain businesses that
provide for their own clubs, the employees
contributing so much each weck or month,
as the case may be, and being then entitled
to a certain sum in the event of sickness or
death. The principle would be good if these
ald societies were bound to the same terms
and conditions as friendly societies, but that
is not the case. They have practically a free
hand, and there is no compulsion on them to
keep their funds solvent by having any
reserve funds. In some cases they have been
subsidised by the firms concerned when they
have found themselves unable to meet the
demands made upon them, but there is no
provision requiring them to have funds to
meet payments in bad times. I do not know
the exact position, and I should like the
Attorney-General to look into the matter and
see whether there is anything of importance
in the statements that are made to this effect,
and whether there is security for the con-
tributors.

The friendly societies and the building
societies have, of course, to keep a close
grip on benefits, and seeing that no com-
plaints have reached me in connection with
this matter from my own district, I take it
that things have been working fairly
smoothly.

1 think the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley and other hon. members on this side
raised a question that comes under the juris-
diction of the Department of Justice: The
collection of postal votes. The suggestion
made by the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley, 1n my opinion, is a very good one,
that 1s, that the collection of postal votes
should be taken out of the hands of indi-
vidual agents and canvassers for particular
candidates and handed over to the Police
Department. The latter is independent, and
has nothing to gain or lose as has a candi-
date.

To every adult in Queensland has been
given the right to record his or her vote

Mr. Gledson.]
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for the person that he wishes to elect to
Parliament. Queensland has the most demo-
cratic electoral system of any place in the
world. Every person, upon reaching the age
of twenty-one years, has no difficulty in
being enrolled, retaining his name on the
roll, and exercising the franchise. The prin-
ciple of the secret ballot enables an elector
to vote with perfect freedom according to
his conscience, but it cannot be claimed that
the same secrecy prevails in connection with
the system of postal votes. I have had
much experience in connection with these
matters, and I have a very vivid recollection
of what occurred a few years ago when 1
was a political candidate. The postal votes
were not collected and counted on polling-
day, but were retained by the returning
officer, who took charge of them and counted
them possibly three or four days, or even
a week, later. The primary votes gave me
a lead of eighty-seven and my supporters
naturally concluded that there was no chance
of my being defeated. But we did not
count upon what our opponents were able to
do. Without any notification to me, the
postal votes were counted three or four days
later, and I then found myself twenty-one
behind. I went along to ascertain how this
had come about and why I had not received
a notification to the effect that the postal
votes were to be counted. I had been told
that some postal votes had come in, but
when I asked if those that had been counted
were on hand on the previous Saturday
night I was told that they had come in
since. However, I was twenty-one behind
and I could get‘no satisfaction at all as to
how this reverse was brought about. I was
able to obtain some satisfaction later on
when a man definitely informed me that
persons working in the interests of my
opponent were able to ascertain the names
of those people who had not voted on the
previous Saturday, and they then selected
the names of persons who were away from
the electorate or were dead, obtained some-
one to sign application forms bearing their
names, and in that way cast postal votes
in favour of my opponent.

Mr. Maxwern: I do not believe it,

Mr. GLEDSON : Whether the hon. member
believes it or not I definitely assert that 1
am not in the habit of telling lies. I was
told by this individual that that is what
they did.

Mzr. Kenny: I do not believe you.

Mr. GLEDSON : The facts are there and
that is what happened. This man, who was
on the committee, told me some time after-
wards that that is what occurred.

Mr. Kenny: Who was he? Give us his
name and let us have an inquiry right away.

Mr. GLEDSON: My political opponent
and this particular man are both gone and
they are in another place.

Mr. Epwarps: You wailted until they had
gone before you mentioned the matter.

Mr. GLEDSON: They waited until the
clection was over before they told me what
happened. These are facts and they can be
verified by anyone who cares to look the
matter up. I am satisfied that my state-
ment can be amplified by the Attorney-
General himself, who has had some experi-
ence in connection with these matters. We

[Mr. Gledson.
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have endeavoured to guard against corrupt
practices by the institution of the secret
ballot, but the ballot cannot be held to be
secret whilst the present system of collect-
ing postal votes prevails. Even at subsequent
elections political agents- filled in applica-
tions for postal votes with the exception of
signing the names. Then they went along
to individuals to sign the application,
adding, “ We will fix it up.” They did not
insert the address of the applicant, but they
wrote in the address of some other person,
and then took along the postal vote certifi-
cate for the voter to sign. The body of the

form contained the same handwriting as
previous forms, but the same individual
signed the different forms. I brought

this matter before the returning officer on
several occasions, but he pointed out that
as I had won the elections nothing was to
be gained by kicking up a row about it.

Mr. KExXNY: Are you referring to Labour
plebiscites ?

Mr. GLEDSON: When I speak about the
plebiscite for the selection of the Nationalist
candidate for the Sandgate electorate I shall
speak definitely, so that the hon. member
for Cook will be able to understand me. 1
am not raising that question at all just now.
The Attorney-General is not charged with
the administration of plebiscites in the
interests of Nationalist candidates. There-
fore, they had nothing whatever to do with
this vote.

Mr. MaxwerL: You are a Simon Pure all
right.

Mr. GLEDSON : I do not know about any
Simen Pures in connection with this matter,
but when these things occur it is just as well
to let this Committee and the people know
what really does occur. If the hon. member
for Toowong does not believe me, he can
vefer to * Hansard ”’ and see that I raised
this matter some time ago. The matter was
brought before the notice of the returning
officer, and his reply was, “ We know these
things are wrong; but you have won the
election, and what is the use of kicking up
a row about it now? Let it go.” I am not
referring to this incident in order that some-
thing can be done now, but in support of
the proposal that an alteration of the system
should be made to prevent postal votes being
controlled in this manver. It might be said
that the Nationalist Party can always secure
more postal votes than the Labour Party,
and that is why I want the system altered.
We want to give every elector an oppor-
tunity of voting in the manner he thinks
fit; but it is peculiar that at election times
a Labour candidate can obtain a majority
of two or three to one on the primary votes,
and at the same time have the postal votes
cast against him by a similar margin. We
must look for the reason. That reason 18
not that people who desire to exercise the
postal vote wish to vote Nationalist as
against Labour. It is that the agents of the
Nationalist Party use undue influence with
people who are sick and are not able to go
to the polls or do not care whether they vote
or not. In fact, many of them say, ¢ What
does it matter to us? We do not care how
the vote goes.” That is how our opponents
get the majority of postal votes. It is neces-
sary to bring fthis matter and the incidents
relating to it to the forefront, and ask that
something be done to preserve the secrecy of
the ballot in the exercise of postal votes, and,
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therefore, to support the request of the hon.
member for Fortitude Valley and others that
the police, or some persons not connected
with either the candidates or the political
parties they represent should collect these
votes and place them in the hands of the
returning officer. That would preserve the
secrecy of the ballot on which not only we
ourselves, but also the people of Queensland,
pride themselves.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria) [10.57 a.m.]: The hon.
member for Murilla, who apparently desired
to follow the hon. member who has just
resumed his seat, has alréady spoken on this
vote.

Mr. Goprrey Moraax: I said nothing in
connection with postal votes.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1, too, have
already spoken in reply to a number of
statements of various speakers, but it is
advisable that I should say something addi-
tional at this juncture. My chief reason for
rising 18 to make a few observations on the
irresponsible statements made on electoral
redistribution by the allegedly responsible
Leader of the Opposition on Friday last.
Several of his followers also spoke on the
question. Naturally, one looks to the leader
of the party opposite to give us the policy
of the Opposition, and it is to that hon.
gentleman’s remarks that I propose for a
few moments to address myself. His first
statement was—

“This commission will be appointed
without any justification. As a matter
of fact, the numbers in the various elec-
torates are infinitely better now than
when the distribution was made.”

That certainly does not speak very well for
the distribution to which he refers, or for
the knowledge which the Leader of the Oppo-
sition possesses of the present position. He
went on to say—

“ There is very little difference. There
was one seat, Merthyr, which had 11,082
in 1932.  To-day the number is only
10,238,
He proceeds—

“ As a matter of fact, how could any
commission comply with the Act and
provide a more equal redistribution of
seats? ”’
further states:—

“The numbers in the various elec-
torates are right to-day in accordance
with the Act. Just as the hon. member
for West Moreton has pointed out, there
cannot be any fair alteration unless the
Act is amended. . . . . ”

Boiled down, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion made four statements:—

1. That the numbers in various elec-
torates are infinitely better than when
the redistribution of 1931 was made;

2. That the commission could not com-
ply with the Act and make a more
equitable distribution;

3. That the numbers in the various
clectorates are right to-day in accord-
ance with the Act; and

4. There cannot be any fair alteration
unless the Act is amended.

Let us examine the position: A redistri-
bution” was carried out in 1931, in accord-
ance with the provisions of the 1931 Act,

H
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and slightly over twelve months after the
redistribution we find this state of affairs:—

Number on roll 531,779
Quota ... BBTT
Maximum in accordance with

Act ... 10,292
Minimum in accordance with

Act .. 6,862

Two electorates were above the maximum,
while seven were almost so. Five were
below the minimum. Thus, slightly over
twelve months after the redistribution the
total discrepancy in accordance with the Act
was seven electorates, which clearly shows
that the statements made on Friday last
by the Leader of the Opposition were not
in accordance with fact. 1 do not know the
source where the Leader of the Opposition
got his figures, but the authentic figures
were available to him if he desired. I am
not blaming the hon. gentleman; probably
he was busy and left the matter to his pri-
vate secretary. At all events, the following
are the figures as at 31st December, 1953:—

Number on roll . 527,703
Quota ... 8511
Maximum in accordance with

Act .. . ... 10213
Minimum in accordance with

Act ... 6,808

The results in the various electorates are:—

Above the maximum provided : —Seven

electorates, including Brisbane, Bulimba,

Tortitude Valley, Hamilton, Kelvin
Grove, Kurilpa, and Merthyr.

Closely approaching the maximum :—

Six electorates, including Ithaca, Maree,

Oxley, Sandgate, South Brisbane, and
Windsor.

Below the minimum :—Five elec-
torates, including Barcoo, Carpentaria,

Gregory, Warrego, and Fassifern.

The Act says that they may be one-fifth
below or one-fifth above the prescribed
quota. I am not bothering about those
which are closely approaching the maxi-
mum or minimum. Six electorates closely
approached the maximum, and three closely
approached the minimum, but I am not
bothering about them, The allegedly
responsible Leader of the Opposition told
this Committee and the “country generally
on Friday last that the position was better
when the figures were compiled than when
his redistribution took place, when as a mat-
ter of fact on the figures on which he was
basing his argument seven electorates were
above the maximum.

Mr. Goprrey Morean: Tell us how many
above.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I shall
read the figures, which are—
Brisbane 10,930
Bulimba . 10,238
Fortitude Valley 10,623
Hamilton 10,253
Kelvin Grove 10,228
Kurilpa 10,234
Merthyr ... 10,235

They are all above the maximum.

Mr. Goprrey Morgan: Those figures do
not correspond with the figures of the Leader
of the Opposition. .

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I cannot
help that. Those are the official figures

Hon. J. Mullan.)
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sent to me, and he, too, should have had

them,
Mr, Branp: Did you say the number in
Merthyr was 10,2357

The ATTORNEY.GENERAL: Ten thou-
sand two hundred and thirty-five. From the
figures I have quoted, it will be seen there
were twelve electorates above or below the
prescribed margins. Let us now deal with
the figures as at 30th June, 1934, These
figures also were available to the Leader
of the Opposition, and I am surprised that
he did not obtain them. As a matter of
fact, I understand he rang up the department
and inquired if the figures would be made
available, and I directed that they be made
available immediately; but the hon. gentle-
inan did not call for them. But I have them
here.

According to these figures the position then
Wwas -

Blectors on the roll, 541,088.
Quota, 8,726.

Maximum, 10,471,
Minimum, 6,981.

There were ten
maximuym.

Mr. GoprrEy MORGAN :
the quota?

.The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : If the hon,
member desires, I will read the figures again,
rather than have it stated that I am quib-
bling, although I consider it is wasting the
time of the Committee. Above the maximum

eleciorates above the

How much above

were—
Brisbane 11,815
Bulimba . 10,716
Fortitude Vaﬂey 11,180
Hamilton 10,680
Kelvin Grove 10,850
Kurilpa 10,068
Werthyr 10,884
Oxley 10,524
Sandgate 10,747
Windsor 10,481

Electorates below minimum were—
Barcoo 5,923
Carpentaria 6,336
Fassifern 6,846
Gregory 5,764
Warrego 6,453

On the 30th June las* the position was that

there were ten eclectorates above and five
below the prescribed margin, without tak-
ing into consideration those electorates

approaching either margin. Those figures
indicate that the information that the Leader
of the Opposition acted upon was rather
unreliable, to say the least of it, when he
said the electorates to-day were in a better
position than when the 1931 redistribution
took place.

According to the statement made the other
day by the hon. member for Wynnum, the
Federal law prescribes three conditions under
which a redistribution of seats may take
place. One is whenever the numbers of mem-
bers in the House of Representatives are
altered in the various States, another is when
one-quarter of the electorates are above or
below the margin prescribed by the Com-
monwealth Electoral Act, and the third one
is whenever the Governor-General in Council

[Hon. J. Mullan.
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thinks fit. The Act passed by the Moore

Government in 1931 provides for a complete

or partial redistribution when the numbers

of electors are so much above or below the -
margin that, in the opinion of the Governor

in Council, it is considered necessary. That

which is a virtue in the Moore Government.
must not be regarded as a vice in the Labour

Government. If the Moore Government

were justified *in having a redistribution in

order to equalise the number of electors in

the electorates it would be equally justifiable

for the Labour Party to do so.

The Leader of the Opposition might have
had the courtesy to ask the Government
whether we intended to have a redistribution.

Mr. Goprrey Momean: I asked you that
question. :

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am deal-
ing with the Leader of the Opposition now.
He got up and spoke on the assumption that
a redistribution of seats was to take place.

Mr. Moore: I read a statement from the
press,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon.
member read out some statement that
appeared in the press. | in
spite of what appeared in the press, that

up to the present the Government have not
considered the question of a redistribution;
if the Government do so, the people of this
country will be taken into their confidence
immediately, I now come to the shocking
statement made by the Leader of the Oppo
sition about falsifying the electoral rolls. I
am not at all \urpused My, Hanson, at
the rumours appearing in the pre On
Friday the hon. member for ‘Aubigny quoted
such a paragraph, and I do not suy he
can blame me for doing likewise by drawing
attention to the remarks that have been
appearing in the press as to the necessity
for changing the leadership of the Oppo-
sition; but I am going to be kind and
merciful; I will not pursue that matter,
The remarks of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition on Friday were a sad commentary on
what should be the attitude of recpunsible
men in Parliament. He stated—

“ Just as the hon. member for West
Moreton has pointed out there caunot be
any fair alteration unless the Act is
amended, or unless anothrer course is
taken—and 1 bate to think that hon.
members opposite would connive at such
a proposal—that is, to place false figures
on the electoral rolls so as to make
the boundaries suitable, and then after-
wards to say that the people must have
gone away or that they must have died.
There is the suggestion that that can
be done, and, in fact, it has been done.”

“ The Secretary for Public

Instrue-

tion: Falsify the rolls?
“ Mr. Moore: Yes. I make no secret
of it; it has been done before. A

very fertile imagination has been respon-
sible for the suggestion that people may
be placed on the various rolls and then,
after the elections, it could be said that
they must have gone somewhere else.”

Mr. Goprrey MoreaN: You know that
happened.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is a
shocking statement for the Leader of the
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Opposition to make. I can excuse the hon.
member for Murilla. I do not mind what
the hon. member for Murilla might say on
such a matter, but I do deplore the fact
that the Leader of the Opposition should
make such a statement as that. It is a
serious charge against not only the Govern-
ment but also all the officials associated with
the compilation of the electoral rolls. It is
a charge against the officials of the Chief
Electoral Office. Every Electoral Registrar
throughout Queensland, hundreds of police-
men and tens of thousands of electors would
have to co-operate in the corrupt practice
and in the commission of this serious offence.
It could not be done without co-operation.
How could any Government—if they were
really foolish enough to attempt it—pack and
stuff the rolls as the Leader of the Opposition
suggested without the co-operation of the
police, the Chief Electoral Office officials, the
Eicctoral Registrars throughout the State,
and the electors themselves? It is shamcful.
and it is a scandalous misuse of the privileges
of Parliament for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to suggest it. Even if the hon. mem-
ber wanted to do this—certainly we as a
Government do not—he would find that
neither the electoral officers, nor the police.
ner the Electeral Registrars, nor the tens of
thousands of decent electors in Queensland
would lend themselves to this corrupt and
criminal act. Of course, it is the old
Tory policy, as old as that party itself, to
impugn the honesty of Labour electors and
1o slander Labour Governments. However,
the court records will show that Labour elec-
tors are just as honest and just as decent as
members of the Opposition or the people who
support them. If the Committee required
comparisons in this respect, I could quote
figures in connection with income tax prose-
cutions, customs prosecutions. and other
things, However. T am not going into such
matters to-day. Such an attack on the pro-
bity of Labour is quite usual herc; it is not
unusual anywhere in the ranks of the Tory

Party. I remember that twenty-one vears
ago the late “ Andy ™ TFisher was assailed
in the same way after the 1913 election.

After the 1913 Commonwealth elections, one
of the first statements made in the Common-
wealth Parliament by the leaders of the new
Government was that Fisher and his party
had indulged in impersonation, duplication,
roll stuffing, falsification of rolls, and cor-
ruption. These statements were made in the
Federal Parliament by responsible leaders
of the party to which hon. members opposite
owe allegiance. Mr. Fisher, in his dignified
and honest way, pointed out that every
Libera! ovganisation bad made the zcrusa-
tion ¢ That the conduct of the election
was immoral and wicked.” The sugges-
tion was made that the electors were so
corrupt and immoral that they voted more
than once at the elections. The press restated
that case in scare headlines publicly denounc-
ing the transgressors, and the reports were
even cabled to London, where the good name
of Australia was defamed by the publication
of allegations that the people had been guilty
of thesc practices. Fisher challenged the
Government of the day to investigate the
accusations, and the Government were cor-
nered. They had to hold the investigation;
they dared not refuse. Sir William Irvine,
the Commonwealth Attorney-General of the
day, had to promulgate a special regulation
permitting the breaking of the sealed packets
and extracting the whole of the rolls of the
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Commonwealth. They were all checked, and
we have the result in documents in our
library. The statements made on that
occasion were exactly similar to those made
in this Committee on Friday last, and they
were conclusively refuted. A select committee
was appointed to ingquire into the allega-
tions of roll-stuffing and corrupt practices
prior to and during the 1913 Commounwealth
elections, and it reported—

“The allegations of roll-stuffing that
had been made by a number of respon-
sible ncwspapers throughout the Com-
monwealth were effectively disposed of
by the evidence given by Mr. R. C.
Oldham, Chief Electoral Officer of the
Commonwealth, as the following ques-
tions and answers will show:—

‘You have heard the statement so
frequently made that the number of
persons enrolled was in excess of the

number of vesidents in the =several
States? 1 have.

“Does  vour department make
inquiries into matters of that kind?

We know that there must always be
an cxcess of enrolment under the Com-
monwealth electoral law at the date
of an election, as. indeed, undeyr the
clectoral laws of nearly the whole of
the States, inasmuch as envolment 1%
allowed to proceed up to the date of
the issue of the writs. At that date
there must be a great many incomplete

wransfers, and there must inevirably
be a great many duplications that

have not been adjusted. Many objec-

tions must be in process of natura-

tion at the time. All these factors go
to make up a surplusage of names on
the rolls at any given momeni. The
excess must run into many thousands,
and it is absolutely unavoidable under
the existing law. If there were no
excess, all qualified persons could not
be enrolled.

¢Did  vour investigations support
the publicly expressed statement that
roll-stuffing was practised before the
last general clection? T understand
¢ yoll-stuffing * to mean the placing of
bogus names on the rolls for the pur-
pose of carrving an election. There is
no evidence of such a thing having
occurred.  We have signed and wit-
nessed claims for mnearly the whole
of the electors of the Commonwealth.

We have never had any evidence of

fraud of the kind referred to. We

have evidence that electors who have
moved from one place to another, and
failed to give us information of their

previous cnrolment, have secured a

double enrolment for the time being.

We have also evidence that a small

percentage of persons who were under

age secured enrolment prior to the
general election.” ”’

““There were many sensational state-
ments made that double voting and
impersonation had been extensively
practised during the last Commonwealth
election, but no evidence was given to
substantiate them. On the other hand,
the evidence of the (Chief Electoral
Officer goes to prove conclusively that
nothing abnormal occurred—

*Did vou find that any verv large
number of duplicate votes had been
recorded? No. The inquiry disclosed

Hon. J. Mullan.)
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nothing of an abnormal character.
We look forward to something like
from. decimal 2 to decimal 3 per cent.
of errors in the marking of the rolls
In connection with a general election.
We have 7,441 polling-places, and if
we have less than one error in the
marking of the rolls in respect of each
polling-place we are below the normal
average. Nothing abnormal was dis-
closed by the inquiry, and conse-
quently we did not proceed further
with it.

‘ There was uothing to lead you or
vour officers to believe that there had
been an organised attempt at dupli-
cate voting? No. There might have
been individual cases of fraud, but
there was no tangible evidence. In
my judgment, it 1s clear, from the
inquiries made, that there was no
organised attempt at double voting.

‘Have you any knowledge of any
corrupt voting in connection with the
last gencral election? Has any case
been reported to you? We arc inves-
tigating isolated cases where it would
appear on the surface that electors
had attempted to vote more than
ornce. In several cases which have
been investigated it has transpired
that there was no deliberate attempt
to secure two votes. It has been found
that two declarations were signed as
the result of some misunderstanding
between the elector and the presiding
officers.  Several of these cases were
still under consideration. But of the
whole number of persons who recorded
their votes, I will say that there is not
half a dozen in respect of whom there
15 any tangible evidence at present
that they voted more than once.’ »

Not half a dozen cases in the whole Com-

monwealth!  Then the commission in its
findings states—

“Your committee, having made a
searching inquiry into the many charges
that have been made as to the conduct
of the general elections held on the
1st May last, are satisfied that there
was mno evidence placed before them
sufficient to sustain any of such charges.

“* No witness was in a position to say
that he had any personal information
of unlawful practices. Expert evidence
went to show that every possible pre-
caution was taken to prevent fraud.

* Recognising the large increase in
the number of voters at the elections
‘the tobal of which was the highest on
record for the Commonwealth) your com-
mittee feels satisied that the eovidence
discloses remarkably few cases of irregu-
larities in connection therewith.

“Your committee desire to record
their appreciation of the efficient and
capable manner in which the electoral
authorities conducted the election.”

That was the result of the wild charges
made by the Tory Party! Equally wild
were the charges made by members of the
Opposition Party on Friday last through
their Teader, the hon. member for Aubigny,
and I venture to assert that were a com-
mission appointed its report would reveal the
same results. The Fisher Government, as
a result of the finding of that commis-
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sion, were vindicted and the good mame of
Australia was cleared. As proof of the
soundness of the findings of that commis-
sion we have the results a few months later
of a double dissolution of the Federal
Houses,  The TFisher Government were
returned by an overwhelming majority and
the opponents of the progress of Australia
were hurled into oblivion,

Coming down near home, these Simon
Pures of the Tory Opposition had a redis-
tribution of seats in 1931. According to a
member of that party the number of seats
in this Parliament then proposed was
arrived at after a great deal of investiga-
tion by the Government and by the caucus
of the Tory Party. Why did they have this
investigation? Why did they inquire as to
what number of members was most suitable
—not for Queensland, hut for the present
Opposition? They had experts analysing
the figures back to fifty and up to 100.
The experts plainly told the Government
of the day that there was only one way in
which they could maintain their control of
the Government and keep us in perpetual
opposition, and that was by reducing the
number of members to sixty-two. Why did
the experts give that advice?

Mr. GoODFREY MORGAN:
always wrong.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Were
hon. members opposite not foolish to take
their advice? (Government laughter.) The
experts followed that up by this mode of
reasoning : * The Labour Party holds many
of the mining seats, the pastoral seats, and
most of the Northern seats, all of which
are remote from the seat of government.
These electorates are in the sparsely popu-
lated parts of Qucensland. Therefore, in
the ratio by which you reduce the number
of members of Parliament you increase the
quota and the numbers of voters required for
a given electorate, and to the extent that
you increase the quota you reduce the pos-
sibility of the Labour Party securing seats.’
That was the obvious reason for a reduction
in the number of members in this Parlia-
ment. The result was that Labour scats
in the pastoral areas were combined and
Labour scats in the mineral areas were
also combined. But they reckoned without
their host—the indignant electors on elec-
tion day. They spent days and days on
this investigation. Hon. members oppo-
site boasted outside Parliament that, as
a result of their investigation and the

Experts are

redistribution which followed, they were

entrenched for a genecration. They said.
: ; : .

“Only a miracle can displace us,” and

the miracle happened. (Government laugh-
ter.) The Leader of the Opposition, _who
prates about democracy, showed very little
regard for it when he was Leader of the
Government, because we all know that be
agreed to, and in fact was one of the prin-
cipal urgers in his party, for a wholesale
disfranchisement of tens of thousands of
electors at the last election, Was it not
the Leader of the Opposition who urged the
Cabinet and the caucus to make it more
difficult for electors to be enrolled? (Opposi-
tion dissent.) I say definitely, and I call
upon the Leader of the Opposition when he
speaks to deny it, that he in Cabinet and
in caucus urged that in order to reduce the
possibility of the Labour Party securing
office again, it must be made three times
harder for a man to get his name on the
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clectoral roll; hence the residential quali-
fications of three months instead of one
month. (Opposition interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. Moore: You must have been listen-
ing behind the door! (Opposition laughter.)

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The Leader
of the Opposition then knew that we were
passing through the worst period of unem-
ployment in the history of Queensland.
More seasonal workers—meat, pastoral, and
sugar workers—than ever before were travel-
ling *“on the boot” from place to place,
and it was not possible in those days for
tens of thousands of workers to remain three
months in any given electorate, so that therve
was no possibility of their securing votes.
Nobody Lknew that better than the then
Leader of the Government, yet nobody
urged more strongly in Cabinet and caucus
that that should be done. What was the
result?  Rolls were stacked against Labour
by reason of men being disfranchised, and
a redistribution was carried out, according
to the hon. member for Hamilton, ‘after
a great deal of investigation.” In spite of
all these things the Labour Party defeated
the Government; had the rolls contained the
names of all those who should have been
enrolled the ILabour Party would have
annihilated the Tory Party. The hon. mem-
ber for Toowong knows it is true—

Mr. MaxweLL: It is unérue,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What is
untrue? (Laughter.) I have been in many
redistributions. I have lost my seat. As
a matter of fact, I think the hon. member
for Wynnum will recall the time when I
was wiped out for Charters Towers beciuse
of an injudicious redistribution of seats.
The pretended reason for the redistribution
that took place in 1911 was not that it was
urgent, but the Government of the day hit
upon the ingenious plan that henceforth we
should have single electorates in Qucensland
instead of double electorates. The result
was that Labour, holding most of the double
electorates, had them divided by law, and
in the course of division it was natural that
the Tory Party should in some cases bie able
to sccure one of the scats where there was

no hope of their securing it in a double
clectorate. My own seat at Charters
Towers was a notable example of that,

and Fortitude Valley and Rockhampton
were other examples. In fact, I remem-
ber that in the redistribution at Rockhamp-
ton the Government were so concerned
about the community of interest—they
wanted apparently to retain North Rock-
hampton, as it was called—that they crossed
the Fitzroy River and put a big slice on
the other side of the river into Rockhamp-
ton itself so as to obtain that precious
“community  of interest.” That is an
exaniple of what Tory CGovernments have
done !

The Tory Party have always been com-
plaining about inflated rolls. The reason
given by hon. members opposite is that there
1s a greater number of electors on the State
roils than on the Commonwealth rolls. It
is true thdt in most cases the State rolls are
numerically greater than the Cominonwealth
rolls.  In 1823 there were 27,417 more on
the State rolls than the Commonwealth
rolls, in 1830 35,430 more, and in 1931 42.070
more, When the Moore Government went
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to the country there were 13,000 more
electors on the State rolls. The reason for
that is obvious—we have a better systein of
enrolment. As evidence of that, I refer to
the fact that a canvass of the rollstook place
previous to the Federal elections, and the
State Government assisted the Common-
wealth by instructing the State police to
assist. The result is that the present {‘om-
monwealth roll is the best in the history of
the Commonwealth, and at the sawme iine
the State roll was improved. At the pre-
sent time there is a difference of only ahout
500 names between the numbers on the two
rolls, whercas in recent years the difference
was from 30,000 to 50,000. Of the total popu-
lation 57.77 per ceut. are qualified to become
electors. Bearing that percentage in mind,
it will be found that the numbers on the
State rolls have been accurate, and the
Commonwealth roll has been inaccurate.

This is the first time an opportunity has
been afforded of proving the accuracy of the
State roll as against the Commonwealth
roll, and we cannot apply a better test than
a calculation based on the fact that 37.77 per
cent. of the population are entitied to vore.
On this basis we get this result—

No. of
No. of Electors
General Electors Estimated on basiz of
Election. Enrolled. Population. 5777 per
cent of
Population.
1926 478,007 852,000 192,020
1929 509,999 896,600 217,440
1932 525,044 934,000 539,385
S0 that in those vears we could buve hiad

more on the rells
suggestion  of

13,933, 7.441, and 13,441
wittout any warrant for a
inflation.

The Leader of the Opposition has been
continually harping on the question “of the
inflation of rolls, and roll-stuffing. A= far
back as 1927 he stated that the State rolls had
in May, 1926, 484,212 names on them. and the
Commonwealth in April, 1926, had 449,061
which, he said, showed that thc State had
35,161 more names on than it should have
had. The census is the only reliable means
by which these matters can be checked,
and what arc the facts as represented by
those figures? If we take 57.77 per cent.
of 867,643—the estimated population at that
time—we get the figure for the electoral
population “of 501,237. At the time the hon.
gentleman quoted those figures, in 1927, there
were only 484,212 names on the 1011 and
the census now discloses that there could
have been 27,025 more names on the roll.

Mr. Goprrey MoreaN: What about the
number of electors not eligible to vote?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They are
all taken into consideration. The figures
I have quoted demonstrate the unreliability
of the wild statements that have been made,
and an analysis of the facts completely
refutes the charges made.

I bhave been administering the electoral
office for about twelve years, and I appre-
ciate the great difficulty of keeping people
on the roll. The nomadic habits of many
people, and the existence in this State of
seasonal industries, the workers in which

Hon. J. Mullan.]
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travel from one centre to another, make it
difficult to keep a roll up to date. Hon.
members do not realise how difficult it is to
keep pace with the changes that take place
in many clectorates. To give the Committee
an idea I will quote the number of additions,
deletions, and transfers only that have taken

place during a few years. They are—
1926 191,000
1927 123,000
1928 137,000
1929 184,000
1930 131,000
1931 133,000

To add to the difficulties there are the arri-
vals and departures, perhaps over 50,000 each.
In some cases there have been as many
as 150,000 arrivals and departures in omne
vear. Before the Commonwealth Electoral
('ommission that sat in connection with this
matter it was shown that with an electoral
pepulation for the Commonwealth in 1925
of 3.090,000, there were no fewer than
1.511,000 changes in one year. There was a
change in the whole of the electorates of 50
per cont. per annum, and in the metropolitan
arcas the proportion rose as high as 80 per
ceri. These figures will give the Committee
sotne 1dea of the stupendous task confronting
the electoral office, The (Commonwealth elec-
toral office, as well as our own, has admitted
the dificulty. The Chief Electoral Officer
{or the Commonwealth some time ago stated
before a commission that it was impossible
to trace 10 per cent. of the migratory popu-
lation.  He admitted that because of the
imperfeet methods employed these people
were not on any roll. I say here, and I have
sald it before, that a good electoral roll
is one that it is easy to get on and hard to
get off ¢ and Queensland’s is the best example
of such a roll in Australia. I know the
danger, but can any hon. member show me
an alternative that would not result in disen-
franchising tens of thousands of people? The
Queensland electoral roll s to-day the best
in Australia, but I have had insults and
slanders hurled across the Chamber vear
after yvear while I have been administering
this department. All such accusations have
been convineingly answered: and in spite of
the continued taunts of the Tories as to what
should be done they have never been game
enough to do it! Time and again I have
invited any member of the Opposition, the
whole of the Opposition if they wish, to visit
the clectoral office and inspect its ramifica-
tions and the methods employed, and to check
up for themselves to see if anything is wrong.
Many of them did take advantage of that
invitation, but found nothing. After such
accusations had been made the Opposition
oecupled the Government benches for three
vears. They did nothing, but they now repeat
their charges. If the accusations they make
now are true they could have been proved
and the matter rectified when they were in
office.  The fact that they took no action
shows that there is absolutely nothing in the
ridiculous, mischievous, and slanderous state-
ment made by the Leader of the Opposition
on Friday last.

If 1 were looking for inspiration in order
to do anything wrong in connection with
electoral rolls, I should not seek advice from
members on this side of the Committee. It
would undoubtedly be to the Opposition
benches that I would go. As an example
of what happened in the good old days,
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I will give hon. members a recital of occur-
rences in the Cook electorate. In 1883 there
existed a famous voting place called Cali-
fornia Gully. Fourteen electors are said to
have recorded their votes thereat, but the
returning officers and scrutineers, when count-
ing the votes, gave the number as 379. At
Halpin's Creek in the Cook—Cook was a
lively place in those days—twenty-five people
voted, but when the returning officer and
scrutineers counted the votes there were 114,
That was in the bad old days prior to the
advent of the Labour Party. The Leader of
the Opposition on Friday last talked glibly
about” democracy. Fancy a gentleman who
tried to create an irremovable Legislative
Council talking about democracy! It cer-
tainly is humorous.

I now wish to deal with many other
matters raised by other hon. members during
the course of the debate. The hon. member
for Bulimba, the hon. member for Merthyr,
and the hon. member for Ipswich have raised
the question of postal voting. I am pre-
pared to consider any proposal to safeguard
the rights of unfortunate individuals who
have to exercise the franchise by means of
the postal vote. 1 have had a great deal of
experience, rather an unfortunate experience
in some cases, of how it can be manipulated
in an unscrupulous fashion. I remember
that on one occasion in my own electorate
no fewer than 27.5 per cent. of the whole
cf the clectors, or 2,600 people out of a total
cnrolment of 9,515, voted by that method.
T vividly recall the extraordinary expedi-
ents that werc employed by the canvassers for
the Tory Party. I am sure that the present
hon. member for Charters Towers well
remembers the time when the mine manager
in his district impressed upon the voter
how very careful he should be to spell the
name of the candidate correctly. The un-
fortunate elector would then say, ‘‘ How do
you spell the name of Mr. 2’7 and
so on. Of course, they also employed the
scheme of the blotting paper—the elector
must not blot the paper! When the blot-
ting paper came back to the office the name
was quite visible on it. Why, nearly every
mine manager in the Charters Towers dis-
trict at that time was a Tory canvasser
and was specially employed to canvass the
wives of the men employed in the mine.
They iutimidated them, and hinted that
the ““old man would lose his job’’ unless
he voted for the Tory Party. Every day
was a polling day and every housc was a
polling-booth under the conditions that pre-
vailed in those times. Hon. members may
rest assured that any proposal to safeguard
the rights of individuals in conmection with
postal voting will be thoroughly considered.
At the same time, I have to be very careful
that the curc is not worse than the discase.

The hon. member for Brisbane said that
the court vacation was too long and that
considerable inconvenience was caused to
litigants and solicitors. From inquiries that
I bhave made I know that many of the
solicitors are just as keen on the vacation
as the judges. The judges work very hard
and it must not be thought that they work
only when they are on the bench. Very often
the hardest part of their work commences
when they leave the bench, for they sometimes
practically devote the whole of their week-
end to the preparation of a judgment to be
delivered on the following Monday. At
the same time, the vacation does seem a long
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one, from 10th December to, say, the first
week in February, and, perhaps, it may be
possible to compromise in the matter to
have a short vacation in midwinter and a
vacation in the summer. 7 shall discuss the
matter with the Chief Justice to see if
something cannot be arranged. It may be
suggested that if the judges were to take
their vacation regularly throughout the year
instead of all the judges taking their holi-
days at the one time, it might be necessary
to appoint an additional judge, and I want to
avoid that if I can., It must not be for-
gotten that there is always a vacation judge,
cne who is on duty during the whole of the
Christmas holidays to deal with cases in
Chambers so as to minimise inconvenience
to the people concerned.

The hon. member for Brisbane also refer-
red to the pension paid to Mr. Justice Lukin.
His pension paid by the Queensland Go-
vernment is prescribed by law. He receives
a pension of £1,000 per annum less a reduc-
tion of 18 per cent., or of £820, less a further
reduction by way of payment of unemploy-
ment relief tax and a further reduction by
the payment of incomie tax. The present
Government do not subscribe to the prin-
ciple of pensions to judges, and in proof
of that I need only remind the Committee
that many years ago we abolished pensions
to judges, so far as future appointees
were concerned.

The hon. member for Kurilpa referred to
the delays that occurred in the hearing of
industrial cases in the Magistrates Court,
That matter was brought under my notice
‘some time ago and I made investigations. I
found that much of the delay was caused by
litigants and their solicitors, and that some
of it was unavoidable. However, I gave
instructions that under no circumstances
were industrial cases to be delayed, and, if
necessary, the courts should sit additional
days. That is now being done, and I under-
stand no delay cccurs.

I desire now to refer to some other inter-
esting questions raised by the hon. member
for Kurilpa in connection with the Money
Lenders Act and the Hire-purchase Agree-
ment Act, which he pointed out were being
evaded. The hon. member called on me
some time ago and gave me the hint that
such was the case. My officers have since
thoroughly investigated the matter. 1 am
s0rry to say that the eriticism of the hon.
member for Kurilpa was well founded, and

some money lenders have evaded the
spirit of the Act by charging procura-
tion fees. I also found that there has

been an evasion of the spirit of the Hire-
purchase Agreement Act through the
adoption of what is called the perpetual
lease contract system. I intend, with the
approval of the Government—I hope time
will permit me to do it during the present
session—to pass two small amending Bills
that will make such evasions impossible.

Mr. GoprrEY MoORGAN: Don’t you believe
in the perpetual lease principle?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Under the
device that has been adopted a hire-pur-
chaser really does not become tne owner of
the property, because he is stated only to
hold it under a lease in perpetuity unless he
pays. ls. on demand of the vendor.

Mr. Goprrey MoreaN: Why do you apply
‘that principle to land tenure?
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is a
different thing. We are now dealing with
goods and chattels and not with rveal pro-
perty.

The hon. member for Kurilpa spoke of
the advisability of placing legal knowledge
at the disposal of people in necessitous eir-
cumstances. We are doing a great deal
now in that direction. The Public Curator.
who is the official solicitor, gives a great
deal of good advice to litigants, while the
Public Defender, Mr. Salkeld, frequently
appears in court on behalf of impecunious
persons and conducts their defence. In
many ways we succour people in necd of
legal advice. A very large sum of mcney
is now being expended in that direction.

The hon. member for Ipswich dealt with
the position of friendly societies. 1 also
dealt with them on Friday last. The hon.
member for Ipswich referred to Mr. Rendle,
and the position of the finances of friendly
societies. T am glad he mentioned Mry.
Rendle, because that gentleman has done
more than any other person associated with
friendly socicties to bring about their pre-
sent solvent position. That is because of the
policy he adopted throughout many years of
ingisting on societies conserving their funds.
Although Mr. Rendle has retired from the
position of Registrar of Friendly Societies,
he is still an adviser to that official, and
has been paid a retaining fee for years by
the various Governments. There is no doubs
that had it not been for the savings of
friendly societies in past years they would
now be in a very bad way. 1 want here
to pay a tribute to the thousands of officers
of friendly societies who give their services
gratuitously to their organisations, aud thus
contribute very largely to the success that
has been achieved.

The hon. member for Ipswich referred to
the visits of the Registrar of Friendly
Societles to various parts of the State to
meet the ropresentatives of various bodies
at their conferences. I rightly concur i
that policy, becsuse I realise it was
tageous to the Registrar and the societies.
Discussions on matters concerning the wel-
fare of friendly societies brought about a
better understanding.

The hon. member for Ipswich %
referred to the question of the transfer of
mortgages held by friendly societies, That
is an important question with friendly
societies, because sometimes they are com-
pelled to transfer properties from branches
to the central office. This involves an
adjustment of funds and the payment of
stamp duty and Titles Office fees. In view
of the great work they are doing it would
be reasonable to give some consideration to
the question of exempting them, and the
matter will receive the attention of the
Government.

I do not think I have overlooked any
matter dealt with by hon. members. How-
ever, four or five hours still remain for
debate, and probably other matters will be
raised on which I shall reply.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murile) [12
noon]: In response to the perfectly straight-
forward question whether it is the intention
of the Government to have a reallocation
of seats, the Attorney-General shuffied and
did not deal with the matter. The people

Mr. Morgan.]
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of this State, the taxpayers, are entitled

to know what will be done.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have said that
the people of the State will get information
and will be taken into the confidence of the
Government if and when it is to be done.

ir. GODFREY MORGAN : The Minister
is evidently afraid to take his own party
into his confidence. Perhaps he is afraid
that dissention will occur in his own party,
seeing that individual hon. members oppo-
site will want to know how the realloca-
tion will affect them. At any rate, it is
only fair that the electors should know what
the position is.

The Attorney-General stated that a certain
number of clectorates had an excess of the
maximum allowed by the Act, but the hon.
gentieman did not tell us by how many votes.
Certainly the hon. gentleman read out some
figures very quickly, but so far as I could
gather some of the electorates arc in excess
of the margin by only twenty or thirty.
Does the hon. gentleman remember that as
Attorney-Gemneral he was responsible for
deciding for or against redistribution at a
time when the electorate he represented had
2,652 names on the roll, as against the Enog-
gera electorate with 11,739 names? Does
the hon. gentleman think he played the game
with the eclectors of Queensland when he
represented the scat of that description? The
hon. gentleman indulged in a long rigmarole
about roll-stuffing; yet the hon. gentleman
was quite prepared as Attorney- (xeneral to
represent an electorate that had only one-
quarter of the voting strength of another
electorate. On that matter the hon. gentle-
man was significantly silent.

So far as the addition of names to the
rolls 1z concerned, we on this side have ne
complaint against Mr. Cole, the Principal
Electoral Ofﬁcer who we recognise is a
very fine officer, and who has nothlno to do
with additions to or deletions from electoral
rolls.  During the regime of a Labour Go-
vernment, however, it is noticeable that
immodiateh a by- election 35 announced the
number on the electoral roll concerned gocs
ap by over 1,000, as, for example, in “the
recent Wynnum and East Toowoomba by-
elections. If we had an election every week
for sixty-two wecks—there are Sl\tv two
clectorates—we should probably find  that
62.000 additional names were placed on the

electoral roll.  (Opposition laughter.)
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member  has exhausted the time allowed

him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. LARCOMBE (Roclhampton) [12.5
p-u The Attornecv-General has stated the
law 1in regard to Mr. Justice Lukin’s pen-
sion. and hon. members realise the legal
position, but it is a disgraceful thing for
a judge to draw a pension and salary
in the way that Mr. Justice Lukin is doing.
The theory of the pension was never based
oir the assumption that a judge was going
to retire on a pension in Quoonslaml and take
up a doubly lucrative position in a Federal
Court, and it is regrettable in the extreme
that the high and honourable position of
judge should be sullied by a judge who
resorts to such tactics and is prepared to draw
from the State of Queensland a pension
in addition to a salarv from the Federal
Court cqual to double its amount.

[Mr., Morgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Mr. R. M. King: That is the result of
your Government’s victimisation.

Mr. LARCOMBIE: What a ridiculous
interjection! What right has a judge to
draw on the revenue of Queensland and
then draw double that amount from the
Federal authorities? It is a disgraceful
thing. That judge also sits upon the bench
and orders the workers and their families
to live on £3 a week.

The action of

Mr. R. M. King: vour
Government drove him there.
Mr. LARCOMBE: I do not mind his

going there; but he should have surrendered
the pension payable by Queensiand. Let
him live up to the dignity and cthics of the
legal profession.

The question of the vedistribution of
seats has been fully and freely discussed.
It reminds me of a discussion that took
place in this Chamber on the same question
many years ago. The late Mr. D. Keogh,
member for Rosewood, discussed it. He
spoke with a very broad Irish brogue, and
he was asked how he spelt the word * redis-
tribution,”” and he started off * r-e-d-i-s-h”
in witty and humorous vein. (Laughter.)
Apparently some of the hon. members are
afraid the redistribution may be a ‘ redish.”
(Laughter.) I think we can accept the assur-
ance of the hon. member for Maree and
assume that 1if there is going to be a
redistribution it will be a fair one. I
think we can do something to remove the
fear complex experienced by hon. members
opposite on the lines suggested by the hon.
member for Maree. The protest of hon,
members opposite is not based on political
virtue, but on political fear. Fancy the
party opposite raising the flag of political
virtue—a party that descended to the most
despicable tactics the State has ever known!
Take their action in reducing the number
of members and tampering with the Elections
Acts. These were the practices that were
resorted to by the party opposite, and it is
these that stultlfv their criticism now.

The Attorney-General was non-committal.
Apparently the Cabinet has not yet deter-
mined its policy on the matter of a redis-
tribution, but I have no hesitation in
expressing my own viewpoint; and that is
that I hope a wd:stubutlon w 111 be effected,
not because I want to “dish” any indivi-
dual or party, but because I want to see
removed some of the regrettable mistakes
made during the last Parliament. Consider
the action of the Moore Government in cut-
ting out almost all country seats! The
party opposite claim to love the man on
the land, yet they destroved many country
seats. The action of the Moore Government
in regard to country scats was deplorable
from the point of view of equality of repre-
sentation. Iurther, the majority of the seats
eliminated were Labour seats. Was that a
coincidence, or was there a relationship of
cause and cffect? We know there was the
latter, We know what was the object of
the redistribution—to *‘dish’’ TLabour, to
defeat Labour and to perpetuate the exist-
ence of the party opposite.

I make bold to say that the Labour
majority at the last election would have
been at least 15, but for the redistribution
effected by the Moore Government and the
reduction in the numbex of the scats. Let
us take as examples the two seats in the
Rockhampton district, Fitzroy and Keppel.
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What happened in the case of Fitrzroy?
The industrial portion of Fitzroy was put
into the Rockhampton electorate, because
Rockhampton was considered already a
Labour sear. 'That scat was made doubly
strong for Labour.

Ap 12,10 p.m..

Mr. GrepsoN (Ipswich), one of the panel
of  Temporary Chairmen, relicved the
Chairman in the chair.

An Oprosrrion MeMerr interjected.

Afr. LARCOMBE: In 1929 there was a

great political swing which affected all
parties. The ex-Prime Minister of Australia

was defeated for Flinders and his party was
defeated, whereas previously he obtained a
majority of 20,000 in that electorate, which
was uever previously held by a Labour
representative.  In the case of Fitzroy the
removal of the industrial portion into Rock-
hamprton, making Rockhampton doubly sure
from the Tabour = viewpoint, weakened
Fitzroy from the viewpoint of Iabour.
That was done deliberately. I suppose that
as a consequence of the reduction in the
number of members, which necessarily
invelved a redistribution of seats, there were

some unfortunate anomalies. What hap-
pened in Keppel? A strong anti-Labour
centre such as Iseton Downs and similar

places were thrown into the Keppel electo-
rate, which thus was made a strong scat
from the anti-Labour viewpoint. Labour
was therefore prejudiced. What took place
in the electorates of Fitzroy and Keppel
took place in other parts of Queensland.
We all know that, as a matter of cold fact,
the Labour Party was greatly handicapped
as the result of the redistribution to which
I have referred.

Mr. MOORE:
alter 17

~ Mr. LARCOMBE: No. I want to alter
it, because 1 say it was a disgraceful redis-
cribution. It was not done on a fair basis,
and I desire to have it altercd in order that
some disgraceful anomalies may be rectified.
{Opposition dissent.)

Mr. Kexxy: You want to dictate?

Mr. LARCOMBE : I do not desire to dic-
tate at all. I desire that an impartial body
should say whether the redistribution was fair
or otherwise. I am only expressing my
viewpoint that it was an unfair redistribution.
I am pointing out what was done, and I leave
it to the commission to say what remedy
should be applied to cvery electorate in
Queensland. I leave it to the decision of
an impartial and independent body. I am
not aware of the policy of the Government.
I do not know whether there is going to be
a redistribution. I say I strongly advocate
one, not in order to ‘ dish’ any member
or party, but because there are some anoma-
lies that require rectification.

An OrposITION MEMBER: You dictated it in
the party room.

Mr. LARCOMBE :: The hon. member does
not know what I advocated or what happened
in the party room, but in any case that does
not affect the principle we are discussing.

Hon. members spoke of the gerryman-
dering of the Labour Party, and how we
continued in office as a result. Allow me to
quote to the Committee what has been said
by anti-Labour authorities as to the causes of
the continuance of Labour Governments in

Is that why you want to
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Queensland. We find that Mrs, W. 8. Ander-
son, president of the Queensland Women’s
Electoral lLeague, in 1926, commenting on
the election results as published in the
“ Daily Mail ” said, “ The type of Opposi-

" tion candidates did not appeal to the electors

generally.””  There is nothing there about
the Labour redistribution. The * Western
Champion” said that Labour won because
its candidates deserved to win. The ¢ Gra-
ziers’ Review ” stated Labour won because
of—

 The paralysing incompetence and the

lack of vision of the Opposition.”

I am quoting anti-Labour authorities. There
is no suggestion there that the Labour redis-
tribution wag responsible {for the continuance
of Labour adininistration in Qucensland.
T.abour continued in power during the war
and post war periods for fourteen years,
probably a world’s record, whilst Govern-
ments throughout Australia’ and the world
were crashing. Labour continued to rule
in Queensland, and something more than
redistribution was at work when those Go-
vernments throughout Australia and other
parts of the world were defeated on their
own redistributions, whereas Tiabour iIn
Queensland continued for that long period
of fourteen years in occupancy of the Trea-
sury benches,
“ Qmith’s Weekly 7 in May, 1926, referred
to the same question in these terms—
*“To-day the papers in Brisbane—the
¢ Courier,” the * 'Lelegraph,” and the
Daily Mail’ are no doubt explaining that
their candidates were beaten by gerry-
mandering the clectorates. That reason
is insufficient. If Labour administration
were as bad as the Tory press painted it,
the people would have turned it out.”
Certainly they would! There we have anui-
Lakour authorities asserting the -opinion that
the Opposition defeated themselves at that
time and that Labour was not responsible in
any way by its administration of the electoral
laws for that vesult. Labour came 1into
power in 1914, when the State was rapidly
decaying, when unemployment was very rife,
when 17.7 of the unionists were unemployed,
when production was decreasing, when wages
were falling, and the cost of living was
rising.  Labour won because Labour was
responsible for mcreasing the wealth produe-
tion, the number of factories, the volume of
employment, and was responsible by sane
administration for giving encouragement and
impetus to industry that resulted in splendid
advantage to Queensland. As a result of the
legislation of the Queensland Labour Party,
we find that the number of dairymen and
number of cultivators of the soil increased,
that the men on the land were in a better
position, and that Queensland was in 1929
the most prosperous State in the Common-
wealth. That is why Labour won in 1926.
That is why Labour continued so long in
power. The standard of living in Queensland
was not only the best in Australia but
probably the best in the world, and the
Leader of the Opposition knows that.

Mr. MooRE: Don’t you think that the
proxy vote had something to do with it?

Mr. LARCOMBE: If the Leader of the
Opposition contends that the action of the
Labour Government in introducing the proxy
vote was unethical, then I say ‘“No.” The
proxy vote was based on sound principles.
It came into existence in Queensland because

Myr. Larcombe.]
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the then Leader of the Opposition was re-
sponsible for discarding and discrediting
the old established parliamentary procedure
and rule which enabled a sick member of
Parliament to obtain a parliamentary pailr.
On that occasion hon. members opposite
were so desperate in their intention to defeat
the Government that they refused to recog-
nise that time-honoured practice and the
Government were in danger of defeat, not
because it was in the minority but because
members of the party were sick, An unfair
advantage was taken of that illness to try
to defeat the Government. Will any hon.
member in the Chamber to-day say that
that was a fair attitude for any party to
assume? A Government should be defeated
at the ballot box and not because its mem-
bers are on sick beds. You, Mr. Gledson,
were the member who was very ill on that
occasion, and you will remember how your
electorate suffered on that occasion because
of the tactics of the then Opposition. If
the system of proxy voting was unethical and
unsound, why did hon. members opposite
not repeal it when they were in power?
The fact that they did not repeal it shows
that their statements, by way of interjec-
tion, are unsound and of no weight, If the
principle of proxy voting was half as out-
rageous as hon, members opposite contend
it was, then they would have repealed it
in their first session of Parliament, but they
did not do so. No doubt they were going
to use the Act if the necessity arose! How-
ever, they have admitted its soundness
by allowing it to remain on the statute-book.

Hon. members opposite have spoken about
gerrymandering in connection with the elec-
toral laws, but the Attorney-General has
dealt effectively with that aspect of their
criticism. Just fancy hon. members talking
about gerrymandering after what they did
in 1811, and after what they did in 19291

Mr. Moore: What did they do in 19297

Mr. LARCOMBE : Their electoral tactics,
their parliamentary tactics, their tactics on
the hustings, their promise of £2,000,000 for
10,000 jobs, their promise of no interference
with arbitration and no reduction in wages
managed to land them in power. What did
they do in 19297 Is the memory of the
Leader of the Opposition failing? Has he
forgotten the results of his administration,
as revealed by the verdict of the people in

8227 In listening to hon. members oppo-
site a stranger would probably be misled into
believing that one was listening to political
puritans rather than to political Pecksniffs.
[heir political tactics clearly indicate that
they are merely adopting the defensive mea-
sures of the cuttle fish by the exudation of
an opague blue fluid in the hope of thus
escaping attacking criticism, and enjoying
immunity, but they will not succeed.

T have referred to what they did in 1931
in connection with their redistribution, and
I siow want to refer to what their party did
in 1911, BSome hon. members opposite who
have taken part in the debate, notably the
hon. member for Murilla, were members or
supporters of a Government responsible for
the 1911 redistribution, to which the present
Attorney-General has referred. Under that
redistribution the town of North Rockhamp-
ton was plucked from its natural habitat,
dragged across the river, and thrown into

- the exotic body of the Rockhampton elec-
torate. That was done in order to try to

[Mr. Larcombe.
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hold North  Rockhampton, afterwards
renamed the Keppel electorate, for the Tory
Party. That made Labour stronger in Rock-
hampton, but it made Labour weak in Nortn
Rockhampton. However, ‘‘the best laid
plans o’ mice and men gang aft agley,’”” and
the Tory Party were unsuccessful. Labour
won the Keppel seat, and Labour held it for
severiteen years. Under that redistribution
the heart of North Rockhampton was plucked
out because it was strong for Labour, and
North Rockhampton was weakened as a
Labour seat as a result. At the elections in
1912 the anti-Labour Party polled 110,000
whilst Labour polled 99,000 votes, but Labour
received only twenty-four seats whilst its
opponents enjoyed forty-eight seats. On a
proportional basis the figures should have
been thirty-four for Labour and thirty-eight
for our opponents,

Mr, Moore: Come a little later and tell
us about the time when the Opposition
recorded more votes than the Labour Party
and still had to remain in Opposition.

Mr. LARCOMBE : I am quite prepared to
tale these steps in their patural sequence,
if the Leader of the ‘Opposition will only
wait., But. let us take 1912, As socon as
we endeavour to pin hon. members down to
their own political sins, they say, ‘* What
about your political sins of some other
time? ’’ They tell us about some other time,
but we want them to tell us hbout the time
they were in control, and were responsible
for gerrymandeering and for a lack of poli-
tical ethics. Yet hon. members opposite
criticise and attack the present Adminis-
tration because of some foreshadowed legis-
lation and administration. Surely it is time
enough to criticise the present Administration
when it permits any injustice or any wrong
doing ! All the criticism of the last two
days has been based on the possibility of
some misgivings concerning what the Govern-
ment may do. Surely that is not a reason-
able basis upon which to found criticism !

Mr. Moore: The only basis.

Mr. LARCOMBE: The Leader of the
Opposition says that it is the only basis.

Mr. RUSSELL:
up.

Mr. LARCOMBZX : The Opposition have the
wind up. It is not the wind, but the possible
cyclone that they are afraid of. The Leader
of the Opposition and the hon. member for
Hamilton evidently believe in the maxim,
“ Squeal before you are hurt.” They- do
not know that they are going to be hurt;
they are squealing in anticipation. We
know quite well, as the hon. member for
Maree says, that if there is any redistribu-
tion by this Administraton it will be upon
a sound, fair, and reasonable basis. The
speeches of hon. members opposite, which
are filling “ Hansard,” in their abuse and
villification of the Government Party,
should not be allowed to go without some
reply, and the very fine reply of the
Attorney-General this morning pleased me
greatly, because in the fcolumns of
“ Hansard ” now we bhave a very thorough
and analytical review of the speeches of hon.
members opposite, together with an effec-
tive reply thereto. It will be issued in
pamphlet form as a reply to hon. members
opposite.

Mr. Moore: Why don’t they publish vour
speeches in pamphlet form? (Laughter.)

Your party has the wind
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Mr. LARCOMBE: I could be unkind by
placing in ¢ Hansard ’ what the * Pro-
ducers’ Review ” said of the Leader of the
Oppesition.  That journal said, ™ What we
want in the Opposition ranks is a revolu-
tion. not a revolution of blood and fire but
a revolution of brains, energiecs. and ideas.
They want it to be reborn agam as a new

party. If they do that there may be some
bope of ousting Labour.”” That was a
declavation by the “ Producers’ Review,”

published prior to the elections in 1928, We
find there in a non-Labour journal a strong
indictment of the party opposite. That is the
party that can see no virtue in a Labour
Administration. It endeavours to defile the
Govermment at covery attempt. There is no
spirit of co-operation and no suggestion of
any method for, say, overcoming the abuses
of the postal vote p10v1<10ns of the Elections
Acts. There was some opportunity for hon.
members opposite to offer something con-
structive, and display a spirit of co-operation
with the Attorney-General and Government
by closing up the crevices that allow abuse
and injustice to creep in. We know there
must ve constant supervision of their pro-
visions, because notwithstanding all the luni-
tations which exist to-day many abuses still
occur in conmection with postal voting.
Postal woting recalls history. It recalls the
great campaign conducted by William
Kldsron and his party against the abuses

which crept in under the Philp Govern-
ment, an anti-Labour Administration. The
Leader of the Kidston Government, with
the assistance of the TLabour Party, was

responsivle for restricting the abuses of the

postal voting provisions of the Elections
Acts. Yet \wth all that protection, together
with the existing provisions. and all our

supervision, abuses still occur. and T would
commend to the Attorney-General the sugges-
tion made by the hon. member for Fortitude
Valler and other hon. members on this
side of the Committee, which were made for
the purpose of safeguarding the provisions
of the Act and carciully analysing the
methods adopted in sccuring postal votes.

I hope there will be a redistribution of
seats, and that some of the injustices, ano-
malies, and abuses of the 1931 redistribution

wi:l be remedied.

Mr. BRAND (Zsis) [12.30 p.m.]: While it
may be rcfreshmg to listen to the lesturette
on pelitical ethics delivered by the hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton, it is well to remember
that the hon. member was a Ministerial col-
league of che Attorney-Geueral in the 1923
Parlianient when the T.abour Party was
defentod at the polls and when, had the
clectora! laws been as falr as those that
oxist today, very little of the Labour Party
would have been left. 'The hon. member
criticised the actions of the Moore Govern-
ment at great length, but failed to tell the
people of Queensland that during the period
that Labour was in power, when the hon.
member was Ministerial head of the Railway
Department, unemployment increased to a
grester extent in Queensland than in auny

othev State in  Ausiralia.  In 1914, when
Labour took office, unemplovment was negli-
gible. but in 1929—and in this connection 1
take the statement that you, Mw. (Gledson
made in vour capacity as the Seeretary for

i
Labour md Industry—the uncmployed num-
T

bered no fewer than 44,000, The Moore Go-
vernment came into power at a period when
Labour had brought the State of Queens-
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land almost to collapse, and it was due to the
Moore Administration in placing Queens-
land on a sound basis that we have been
able to lift it out of the depression as quickly
as we have. The present Government are
reaping the fruits of wise administration
under the Moore Government.

The Attorney-General posed as a paragon
of virtue in regard to electoral redistribu-
tion. According to his statements, the Go-
vernment have no intention of holding a
redistribution——

The ATTORNEY-(FENERAL :
the kind.

Mr. BRAND: The hon, gentleman would
not indicate anything definite, although we
know perfectly well that for quite a long
period the Government and the Attorney-
(General have known just where the electoral
boundaries are-going to be. The Leader of
the Opposition made a criticism based on
an announcement in the public press of this
State—and any announcement of that kind
must receive some recognition. If the state.
ment had no truth in it the Attorney-General
would have been quick to deny the state-
ment: but no denial was forthcoming, and
it i3 common property to-day that three
clectoral commissioners have been selected
in the persons of Mr. Ferry, as chairman:
Mr. Cole, the DPrincipal Electoral Officer;
and Mr. O'Hagan, of the Minister’s own
department. As rime passes, we shall know
whether that is true or not. At all events.
the Attorney-General should make some state-
ment on a vote of this nature, =0 that the
people of Queensland may know what is
proposed After all, hon. members are
entitled to know in this the last session of
this Parliament whether there will be the
redistribution that is discussed by the various
branches of the Australian Labour Party
throughout the country. I confess that I
should not like to hold the position that
one of these commissioners will hold. They
will be selected as comunissioners with free
and independent minds; yet it is freely
srated that they will carry out the redistribu-
tion that has already been made.

Mr. LARCOMEBE :
ment.

My, BRAND : That is the statement circu-
lated throughout the A.L.P.’s, and it is freely
stated by members of the A L.P.s that if
the statements ave true they are going to
dump the Labour Party, as they will not
have that sort of thing associated with the
Labour movement. If a redistribution is to
be made we hope it will be a fair and
equitable one. as the hon. member for Marce
has suggested.

Mr. XKenyy: Do you expect it to be?

My, BRAND: I do not, because I am
aware of the metliods adopted by a Labour
Government. The Attorney-General tried to
make out a case that the present condition
of the clectorates was such that in ten clec-
torates th(" nlaA\lnlUln Illlnlb(‘,l‘ Of voters
allowed by the Act had been exceeded.

1 said nothing of

That is a disgraceful state-

The ATTORNEY-GuNERA That is not my
Stﬁt(‘llltht.
Y

BRAND: The hon.

3 gentleman was
e liing

an atterupt to veply to the criticizm
of the ILeader of the Opposition,
The ATroRNEY-GENERAL: And you were
listening., and now wyou are going to iis-
quote !

Mr. Brand.]
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Mr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman said
that in seven electorates the maximum
allowed by the Act had been excceded.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1 said ten electo-
rates were above and five below the number
proscribed by the Act.

Xlr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman was
rplying to the criticism that seven electo-
rates had voters in excess of the maximum,
anud later on made a comparizon with the
position at 30th June last when ten electo-
rates were above and five electorates were
below the number preseribed by the Act, and
we know that in some of those electorates
there were only forty or fifty voters above
the maximum.

The ArrorNuy- GENERAL: And there are a
number below the minimum.

3. BRAND: The hon., gentleman 1is
endeavouring to find an excuse for reallocat-
ing the houndaries on that basis, Let us
consider the position that existed in 1929
when Labour held office previously. At that

time the condition of the electorates was
deplorable.  No fewer than thirteen elec-
torates were above the maximum and

eighteen below the minimum provided under
the Act. The Attorney-General quoted
figures this morning with the purpose of
having them inserted in * Hansard.” I
would remind the hon. gentleman of the
position i 1929, when the electoral laws
were under his jurisdiction—

Klectorates, Labour. TFlectorates, Country-

Nationalist.
Gregory .. 3927 Enoggera 11739
(Charters Towers 3,321 Logan 11,583
Mount Morgan 3,387 Oxley 10,024
Flinders 2,652 Nundah 10,251
That was a distribution of the electorates

which the Attorney-General then considered
to he fair and equitable; and this morning
he endeavoured to establish his contention
that the distribution of the electoral boun:
dariex at the present time was not fair and
reasonable. I cannot appreciate the hon.
gentleman’s logic. AN I can say 1s that
the redistribution that took place during
the Moore Government’s term of office was a
fair one, and was carried out without inter-
ference from political parties. I say that the
statement made by some hon. gentleman
opposite that the Attorney-General, Mr.
Macgroarty, then member for South Bris-
bane, and Dr, Kerwin, then hon. member for
Merthyr, travelled round their respective
electorates with members of the commission
is not true,

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
know ?

~ Mr. BRAND: I made it my business to
investigate the matter, and I know 1t is not
true.

Mr. KrogH: They were seen.

Mr. BRAND: They were not seen. That
is not true. The hon. member should bring
cvidence to support his statement. The
redistribution that took place during the
Moore Government’s term of office was the
result of an election promise made by the
Leader of our party, that if returned to
power his party would cause a redistribution
of seats to be made. He gave as a
reason for it the fact that the figures showed
that seventeen Labour electorates were below
the minimum as against only one Nationalist
electorate, and three Labour electorates were

[Mr. Brend.
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above the maximum as against ten Nationa-
list clectorates. Our Leader also promised
the people that there would be a reduc-
tion in the number of members. Both pro-
mises were carried out.

At 12,39 p.m.,

The CramruaN resumed the chair.

Mr. DRAND: I elaim that the Moore
Government were justified in carrying out
the promise they made to the people in that

regard. T consider the alteration of elec-
toral boundaries should be above party
polities. The period for a redistribution

chould be definitely set out, possibly at the
taking of the census, To-day we are cvi-
dently veaching a condition of affairs when
ecach and every Government will have a
redistribution whenever it attains power.
There cannot be any valid reason why there
should be a redistribution in Qucensland at
the present time. Therefore, the only motive
actuating the Government must he political
party gain.

Mr. R. M. Kine: There
reallocation after every census.

Mr. BRAND: If there were a redistri-
bution after everv census and the matter
were removed from political control, then
there would be no objection. Statements
arc being made continually throughout the
country that the Australian Labour Party’s
branches are discussing certain boundaries
and submitting them to the Government
for their attention. That is not good.

My. GLipsoN: Who has been pulling your
leg?

Mr. BRAND: I would like to tell the
hon. member for Ipswich that my inform-
ants do not pull anybody’s leg. He has been
well acquainted with that class of people
all his life, and he should know that when
they make a statement they do not go
back on it. Throughout the country, we
have all the Australian Labour Party’s
branches discussing the boundaries; so far
as I am concerned they are quite welcome
to do so.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Did you not bid farewell to the electors of
Howard prior to the last redistribution?

Mr. BRAND: No, I did not. The hon.
gentleman is absolutely wrong.

The SEcreTaARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I know the clectors of Howard have some-
thing to say, and they are a very fine type
of people.

Mr. BRAND: Yes, they are a very fine
type of people, and the hon, gentleman
should know it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
We know it.

An  OpPPOSITION
back this time.

Mr. BRAND: As a matter of fact, it is
very common talk that the Labour Party
is already determining the changes, and if
that is the portion I am to get, I am very
grateful to them. It is a very fine centre
and I welcome it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You can repeat your performance by going
and welcoming them back.

should he a

MevBer: It may come

Mr. BRAND: I am not like the hon.
gentleman. The whole question of enrol-

ment has been discussed and it has been
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claimed this morning that the model electoral
roll is one that it is easy to get on, but
impossible to get off Undoubtedly that is
a fact. Hon. members opposite claimed
this morning that the rolls were not inflated.
Why, at the last elections for the city of
Brisbane council. there were 34,000 more
adult voters on the roll than were revealed
by the last census taken for DBrisbane; and
that happens throughout Queensland. A
determined effort should be made to keep
our rolls as clean as possible. TUnder the
electoral laws of the Commonwealth it is
compulsory for every adult who changes his
or her electorate to notify the clectoral office
immediately. The law of Queensland does
not contain this compulsory provision, and
it is found that men, particularly nomadic
workers, get their names on the roll for a
particular electorate and then forget that
are there. As a matter of fact, this
s of worker does not know what elec-
toral roil is he on. Agents of the party
of hon, members opposite lose no time in
having such a person’s name included in the
roll, and in some cases this has been done
before the applicant has been a resident in
a district for the requisite month. The
result is that many of these workers are
enrolled whilst they are still on the roll for
another electorate, from which they should
have been removed. The result is that the rolls
are over-burdened with the names of people
who are not residents of the electorates for
which their names appear. I trust the Go-
vernment will endeavour to do the fair
thing and that we are not to have a retro-
grade step to the condition of things as
they existed in 1929. An effort was then
made by the Moore Government to clarify
the position and an impartial commission
was appointed to redistribute the boun-
daries on an equitable basis. I hope that
the Government, when appointing the com-
mission, will endeavour to keep it as far
removed from party politics as possible.

Mr. WIENHOLT (Fassifern) [12.48 p.m.]:
I am not particularly concerned about the
party political point of view, but 1 am
concerned about the serious inference to be
drawn from the figures quoted by the Attor-
ney-General. Speaking from memory, I
believe that without exception the clectorates
that have grown beyond the permissible maxi-
mum and are showing a considerable increase
in voting population are city electorates,
whilst without exception—again I am speak-
ing from memory—the electorates that are
getting below the permissible minimum are
country electorates. There is something
rotten in the State of Denmark’ when we
see that going on. Txactly the same thing is
happening in the Federal sphere—there is a
general contracting inwards towards the
cities,  The Darling Downs electorate has
now been extended eastwards until it almost
reaches Ipswich, and there is no doubt that
when snother redistribution takes place the
Darling Downs electorate will not be in the
Darling Downs district at all.  That i{s a
very =erious thing, and it should make people
think very carefully indeed. Of course, it is
just the effect of certain causes, some of
which are fairly obvious. I take it to be
one result of the disastrous loan policy in
Australia, which has now become perhaps
our greatest industry. I do not think the
Governmont can be very satisfied with these
figures, I believe that they are very unsatis-
factory indeed from a Government point of
view, and there is not going to be any
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“ turning of the corner ” in this country until

we see our country electorates getting pro-
portionally above their margin, while city
electorates are showing a gradual propor-
tionate fall below their margin. he posi-
tion, as disclosed by the figures quoted by
the Attorney-General, is very unsatisfactory.

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY (Wynnum) [12.51
p.m.]: I propose to say just a word or two
in connection with any proposal to appoint
a commission to redistribute the electoral
seats. I am not in favour of the appoint-
ment as members of such a committee of
any officials who are not actively and closely
associated with the Electoral Department
itself, Without bringing Mr. Cole in per-
sonally, I do not think that the head of the
Electoral Office is conversant with conditions
that obtain in various constituencies to make
him an ideal person for carrging out the
work. The only men who know wlat should
be done and how it should be done are the
district returning officers themselves, or dis-
trict electoral officers as they are called in
this State. If the Government propose to
carry out a redistribution scheme, then they
will be well advised to bring these sixty-two
men to Brisbane and allow them to meet in
conference. They are the men who know
where the anomalies exist, and they are the
men who know how the prineiples originally
laid down—community of interest, geo-
graphical position, cte.—should be recognised.
They should be permitted to make sugges-
tions, and those suggestions should be handed
over to the Government at the instigation
of the Principal Electoral Officer. What does
the Attorney-General or any official in the
office of, say, the Premier know about the
conditions that obtain in the Gregory
electorate, for example, or in any of the
outlying constituencies in Queensland ? These
mistakes have been made not only in State
politics but also in Federal politics. A
Federal redistribution was carried out in this
State some time ago by a commission con-
sisting of the Surveyor-General of Quecns-
land, the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of
Queensland, and the Deputy Director of Posts
and Telegraphs for Queensland. Not one of
those men knew Queensland. The Surveyor-
General knew Queensland as it appears
on a map, the Chief Electoral Officer is
for the greater part of his time, in fact,
the whole of his time, seated in his office.
Neither he nor any other Government official
is in a position to know Queensland. I
repeat that the only men who are in a posi-
tion to know what should be done and how
it should be. done are the electoral officers
from constituencies throughout Queensland.

Mr. CrayroN: The Government know that,
but they will not carry out vour suggestion.

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY: I am not saying
that the present Government is the only
offender, Every other Government has
offended in the same way, not only in the
State but also in the Federal sphere. Imme-
diately T looked at the recommendations by
the I'ederal Redistribution Commission set
up in 1931 T realised that the men who had
drawn up the proposal did not know what
they were talking about. Members were
given a certain time within which they
could protest. and I did protest, and in
a very lengthy manner, too. What was
the result?  When the redistribution was
made last vear it was carried out, almost
to the street, in accordance with the sugges-
tions 1 had made. XNo one knows the old

Mr. Bayley.]



1232 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply.
Federal Oxley division as I knew it. I knew  price—2d.—for taking electors off as for

where the community of interest existed.

Mr. G. C. Tavor: You could not have
been a good judge of it.
Mr. J. G. BAYLEY: I knew the

district——

MMr. G. C. TAYLOR:
prove you did.

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY : No one can say that
the present subdivision of Oxley does not
favour Labour. It certainly does. I could
delineate a political Oxley that would resul
in the return of a Nationalist candidate,
but I made no endeavour to do such a thing.
I hope that the Premier and those associated
with him will give attention to suggestions
made by the men who are actively engaged
in clection work. The returning officers in
each electorate should be brought to Brisbane
i a body and be left to evolve a scheme
of redistribution. Then if the Government
like to do so they can appoint a commission,
the members of which would accept the
recommendations from these experts, and
base their report accordingly.

g LarcouBE: Their suggestions are

The results did not

ways sought.

The PREMIER:
anyhow ?

CMro J. G, BAYLEY : The hon. gentleman’s
lieutenant has told the country, per medium
of the press, that a redistribution is to take
place.

The PrEMIirr: Oh, no!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
snid this?

Mr. J. G BAYLEY: It came from the
Secretary for Public Lands, and no one has
denied it.

I join issue

What is this to do with,

Who did you say

with the Attorney-(xencral
in his statement that the State rolls are
cleaner than the Federal rolls. No such
thing obtains, The Federal rolls are the
cleanest rolls in this country.

The X1TORNEY-GENERAL : And they are only
made up once in three years!

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY: They arc always
right up to date, but they are not printed
every six months.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Let me put this
to vou: If the Ifederal rolls are clean rolls
and if our rolls to-day are within 500 of the
number they coutain, are not our rolls clean,
c-pecially when vou consider that there are
half a million people on the roll?

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY: The Attorney-
General told us that for the Jast Federal
clections the police came to the assistance
of the IFederal authorities. The difference
is this: The police have only one thing in
mind, and that is to put people on the roll.
When they go to a house they say, “Is
anyone in this House not on the roll?”
They make little or no endeavour to remove
the names of people from the roll. In the
Federal sphere the work of looking after
the rolls is carried out by the postal officials.
Fach of these men is paid 17:. 6d. per 100
for every notation—that is, for alterations
that take place in the roll. Thev add names
to the roll and remove others on account of
death or removal from the clectorate to some
other part of the State or Commonwealth.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: As a matter of
fact the police in Queensland get the same

[Mr. Bayley.

putting electors omn.

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY : And when the Ipo ice
want any information it 1s the Federal rolls
and not the State rolls they use.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : That is not true.

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY: Time and again
I have been in the office of the district
returning officer for Oxley when the police
have called to use the voll. The police know
that the F‘edcml roll is the cleanesi roll.
Tt 1s the cleaner roll because the postmen are
always on the job. They are delivering
letters day after day and week after week
throughout the entire twelve months, and
thus keep in close personal touch with the
people. They know when new arrivals come
or anyone «eparts from the district. As a
result of that continual supervision by the
pestal officials the Federal roll is by far the
cleaner roll of the two.

Ttem (Department of Justice—Chief (MFce}
agreed to.

COURTS OF PETTY SESSIOXNS.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL

Mullan, Curpentaria): T move—

“ That £83,000 be granted for
of Petty Sessions.””’

Mr. R. M. KING (Zogan) [2.1 p.m.}: This
iz the last opportunity we shall have of
«peaking in Parliament before the refirement
of several officers included in this vote. I
refer more particularly to the Chief Police
Aagistrate, Mr. Archdall, and to Police
‘Iaowtrato Ferguson, \nth both of whom
I have had a long experience. In the forty
vears that I have been on the roll of solici-
tors in Queensland I have had exceptional
opportuntties of judging these two gentle-
men, and I consider I am qualified to pass
some opinion on the excellent work of both.
When one casts one’s mind back to the carly
days of Queensland, one associates such
names as Pinnock, Ranking, Murray. and
Moore with responsible magisterial duties in
this citv, and one can conscientiously say that
the high traditions of loyal and faithful ser-
vice to this State set by these gentlemen have
been worthily upheld by their successors.

(Hon. J.

‘ Courts

A matter to which I would draw the Min-
ister’s attention concerns judgments obtained
in magistrates courts in the country, and the
difficuity of enforcing these Judrrments be-
couse i many cases no bailiff is available
to execute the warrant. This matter has
engaged the attention of the Department of
Justice for many years. The reduction in
the number of bailiffs was effected solely on
the grounds of economy. However, I think
the difficulty could be overcome without
unduly increasing the expenditure of the
department, and I suggest that in country
places where no bailiff now exists, the clerk
of petty sessions or the clerk in chuge might
be appointed the bailiff with power to dele-
gate his authority to some respectable mem-
ber of the community to execute warrants,
ete. No additional expense would be 1nvolved
if this procedure, which, I understand, is the
practice in New South W ales, were followed.
At the present time the fact that no bailiff is
available in some country districts compels
litigants to apply to the court for the appoint-
ment of a bailiff, and in many instances
necessitates sending a bailiff many miles
away at a mileage charge, which, of course,
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is greater expense to the litigant. If my sug-
gestion were adopted considerable incon-
venience will be obviated, and a saving of
expense and time effected. After all, per-
sons do not go to law from choice, but
rather to uphold their rights. A man who
has a just debt owing to him and cannot
recover it by any other method seeks the
aid of the law, and gets judgment. Pro-
vided the machincry is there he will be able
to enforce that judgment; but if the machin-
ery is nob available it will amount to a
barren verdict. In far away country towns
the magistrate may visit only once a month
or once in two months, and when a judg-
ment is obtained it may remain in abey-
ance because In some cases it necessitates
bringing a bailiff 200 miles in order to
enforce it. That would be most expensive.
My suggestion is that the clerk of petty ses-
sions at these places or the clerk in charge
should be appointed bailiff with the power
to delegate authority to a sub-bailiff. That

procedure could be followed without any
expense to the department.

e TOZER  (Gympic) [29 pm]: 1
should ke some  iutcrmation  frone  the
Artornev- Gpuu 1l in regard to the Inerease

of £56 9 i

IO l)(, some ail

vote.  There appear to me

it “\s n rema d to iLcrtanes

e m\t‘.n(‘(x it appears that h\' clerks in
rh:‘ Clerk of Petty Sessions Office at £32)
per anmum are to reeeive an increase of only
£3 each, and six clerks in the Chief Office

eceive an iner rof £22 each. 1 also
notice that three eclerks at Bundabierg will
receive an inercase of £101 between them,
and at Blacka!ll two clovks will recsive an
increase of £4 between them. I should like
to have those apparont anoma
explained.

Ke
1%

1
1
23

The clorks of petty sessions and m

trates are doing good work throughout the
State. T have dueady veferred to the fact
that. unfortunately, =ome of our senior

magistrates are retiring
Hmit provisions, and \hmr }114\e will be
taken by junior men who will be promoted.
It appears to me that it is regrettable thav
men who are enjoying good health and ave
still in posseszion  of keen intellects should
be made to retire on reaching the age of
sixty-five.

owing to the age

The only other item I wish to refer to
relates to inereased fees parable in all the
magistrates courts. Thesc fees arve said to
he for services rendeved: but it conies back
to the same thing as far as the people who
have to pay them are concerned. At one
time a fen of 1s. was payable for a defenc
that has now been increased to 15s.. accord-
ing to the amount sued for. It appears to
me that some of the fees are very high,
especially since the Attorney-General has
told wus that he is anxious to cheapen Jaw.
It appears that the way he woul td cheapen
law is by having a shot at the solicitors.
He appears to tth that the whole of the

costs of law go to the solicitors. T wonld
poim out to the hon. gentleman that
included in the solicitor’s bill of costs 1s
counsel’s fee, registration fees, and other

charges. \Vhon people speak of a solicitor’s

bill of cust= it would appear as if the
solicitor were making so much profit. The
bill of costs is the amfle(mte of the outlay
incurred by the solicitor.  If he is practis-
ing in the country there will be the town
agent’s fee for the work dome by the latter
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in Briskane. There would also le
duties and registration fees.
Attorney-General  has  alre sancuoned
the increase of fees, but I am of opinion
that if the policy of the Government is to
cheapen the cost of Jaw it is a peculinr
method of carrying it out.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan,  Caypentaric) [2.15 pan.j:  The
matter raised by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition regarding judgments obtriued in
the magistrates courts in country districts
has been ralsed on previous occasions. The
department, although it may involve the
curring of exceptionally hwh cosgs, Chidwa-
vours ql\\av to have execution comploi\(l
by the appointment of a bailiff, if at all
possible.  Of course, the hon. member, being

stamp
Of course, the

learned in the law, knows that ihe indi-
vidual concerned has the 1’ig‘llt to appoing
his own bhailiff to do this work. Naturalls

people do not like to take this course.
in fact, it is found very hard to gs
d\ovagL man to take such a position. The
hon. member now makes a sugge:tion that
Queensland should adopt the system obtain-
g in New South Wales—that clevks  of
petty  sessions  be nominally  avpoinred
baih

Mr. R. M. Kixe
churge of the offices

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The clerk
of petty sessions naturally would not person-
ally do the job, and I would not expect that
he should do so. Such work is beneath his
position.  But I understand from the hon.
inentber that he would be bailiff in name
only and would delegate the duty to some-
body else. I am quite prepared to have the
suggestion investigated, and if it is found
to be at all plaotlcable\ I will favourably
consider it.

The hoxn. member for Gympie has raised
the question of certain salaries under the
vote s\huh is being considered by the (on-
mittec Provision for increases to salaries
has boen made according to the length of
service of the officer or according to the
classification of his position. Many oflicers
are now in receipt of their maximum, and
further Increases cannot be granted i
they are promoted to a position with a hig
classification or obtain a higher classific cation
for their existing position. The cla
tion of positions in the public service is
by the Public Service Commissioner.

Appoint the clerks in

The
increased cost generally has been explained
as being by way of increases in salary, but

incidentally the amount includes the cost
of transferring officers from one centre to
another. vamg to the great number of
police magistrates who will be retired the
cost this year will be exceptionally large.

Ttem (Courts of Petty Sessions) agreed to.

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Aullan, Carpentaria): I move—

“That £28,688 be granted for  Elec-
toral Reglstruhon.’ ”

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani)
Flections Acts require that an applicant for
enrclment in an electorate shall have the
qualification of & month’s residence in it.
1 should like to hear from the Attorney-
General whether any punishment would be
inflicted for a breach of that provision. In

Mr. Swayne.]

[217 pm.]: Th
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other words, a person who got on an elec-
toral roll immediately on his arrival in a
certain electorate could not have complied
with the residence qualification, and con-
sequently would be committing a breach of
the Acts. It is generally stated that this
practice is very prevalent just prior to a
general election. However that may be, I
have a case In point, which occurred pre-
vious to the last eloction. I had information
that seventeen applications had been made
for enrolment in the Mirani electorate by
people who were not residents of it. As a
matter of fact, these people were camped
in the Mackay district. They paid periodic
visits to the Sarina police station to securc
rations. They made application for enrol-
ment on the Mirani roll and they were en-
colled.  The day prior to polling day I
rang the Under Secretary of the department
on the trunk telephone line from my place
of residence in my electorate, inquiring if
anything could be done in the way of lodg-
ing an objection., He said, *“No.” 1 was
very indignant. No one is permitted to
secure illegally the right to vote as an
elector, and if this practice is to be approved
then there is no saying just how far it may
go. I feel satisfied that I am within the
realms of truth when I say that quite a
number got on the roll in this way. These
matters came under my notice in Mackay;
I drew the attention of the department to
the fact, and was told there was no remedy.
In view of the approaching general elections
I should like to have an intimation from the
Government whether, if returned to power
again, they would prosecute individuals who
have placed their names on the electoral
rolls by the adoption of these illegal methods.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria) [2.20 p.m.]: The quali-
fications of an elector are clearly laid down
in the Act—six months’ residence in the
Commonwealth, three months’ residence in
Quecensland, and one month in the electorate
concerned,  He must make a declaration
to that effect, and any person who makes
a falsc declaration is certainly liable to
prosecution.  If the hon. member brings
under my notice the case of any person
making a false declaration I will order a
prosecution to be launched.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) (221 pm.]: I
should like to inquire from the Attorney-
General as to who would take the necessary
action—the department, I suppose?

The ArrorNey-Geverat: Undoubtedly !

Mr. SWAYNE: I brought these  cases
uncder the mnotice of the department, but
nothing was done. Of course, it is too late
now, but I believe the necessary evidence
could have becn secured.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
last gencral elections?

Mr. SWAYNE: Yes.

Mr., KENNY (Cook) [2.22 p.m.]: There
is much in what the hon. member for Mirani
has said, that the provision allowing a resi-
deutial qualification of one month in an elec-
torate is being abused. Whilst some people
may adhere strictly to the Acts there are
many undesirable practices in other direc-
tions.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If between now
and the next general elections the hon. mem-
ber can bring under my notice a case or cases

[Mr. Swayne.
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of any person or persons being enrolled
before they are legally entitled to be so, I
shall be prepared to take action.

Mr, KENNY: That is all right, but it
is very hard to sheet the charge home. I was
advised that in one town in my electorate
fifty people were put on the roll within a
month, people who came mainly from New
South Wales and Victoria passing through
the country drawing rations and visiting
stations to have their tucker bags filled. Let
us assume that some of them engage in
prospecting for one month., I was told
that fifty were put on the roll inside a
month, and when I was in that place twenty-
five of them had left the State. They may
have had the mnecessary electoral qualifica-
tions when they were enrolled, but they had
no permanent place of abode, unless it be
New South Wales or Victoria, or some other
place. Some individual anxious to secure
a party political advantage said in effect,
“ These chaps have been here about a
month.” I was told that they were not there
a month, although I could not prove that
they had not been there a month. They
had no permanent residence in the locality,
and were not even known there. They were
actually strangers, but they were on the roll.
A fortnight after they were put on the roll
twenty-five of them had left the district
likely never to return. That is making a
farce of the Elections Act. It is absolutely
undesirable that those practices should be
allowed.

Some amendment of the Acts is desirable
making provision whereby an applicant for
a vote must have residential qualifications
for the locality. A traveller such as I have
mentioned is not eligible for enrolment for
such a locality, because he has no interest
or residential qualifications in it. Ile may
give a false name. He i¢ simply a traveller
passing through, although he may have
resided there for a month. What record is
there to show that these men had the legal
qualifications of a voter? It shows how the
present qualifications can be abused if in a
little country centre fifty men can be
enrolled. and within a fortnight of enrol-
ment twenty-five of them cannot be found.

Mr. G. C. Taveor: Possibly they will be
up one of those gullies back of Cooktown.

Mr. KENNY: There are a lot of good
men fossicking in guilies in my electorate.
My remarks would not hold water if those
men went prospecting, and were there for
twelve months or so, but they simply drew
rations, filled their tucker bags at the police
station, got on the roll, and a fortnight
afterwards left the district again. You can-
not get clean rolls if such men cannct be
traced and are not removed from the rolls.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) [2.26 p.m.]: As
the hon. member for Cook stated, it is very
difficult to obtain evidence in a particular
case, but in the case I brought under the
notice of the department evidence could
have been obtained, yet nothing was done.
Tt is desivable that it should be kunown that
in the event of any vepetition of the offence
in the future the offender will be punished.
it should go forth that such offences will
be noted for action.

The ATTORNEY.GENERAL (Houn. J.
Mullun, Carpeateria) [2.27 pm.J: 1 do vot
remember the complaint of the hon. mem-
ber for Mirani, but the Principal Electaral
Officer informs me that the hon. member
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made it. Inquiry was made by him, and
also by the police, but the men concerned
could not be traced. I will look into the
matter further.

In conncection with 1110 statement of the
hon. member for Cook, I desire to say again
that 1 personally want to see o one get on
the roll unless he or she possesses the neces-
sary qualifications according to law, but
there is nothing unusual in the facts rolated
by the houw. member for Coole that a number
of peuple got on the roll—he said iifty in a
small town.  As the houn. member knows,
there is gencrally a canvass before the clec-
tion, Both parties like to get their friends
on the roll, and everyone who is qualified
lils s to get on the roll to exercize his or her
poli “(_Ll vights.  There is usually nove
curolment two or three months before an
election than in a similar period previously.
Because of that activity the casc quoted by

the hon. member for Cook is not nnusual.

Mr. KENXNY (“o0k) (229 pan]: The
veply of the hon. ouhlunan is not strictly
to the point. The caie I quoted was one
where certain na\ollel» spent a month in
the electorate, and then moved away. They
appear on the roll for all time as voters

simply because of the activity of a would-be
politician.  As the hon. gentleman said,
prior to an clection people are active in
pilacing voters on the voll.  When the
Attorney-General was amending the Elec-
tions Act he said that as a result of the
amendments he proposed it would be casy
to get people on the roll but harder to get
them off. He stands on that principle to-
day. That is the point I am trying to drive
home. If these travellers I have mentioned
—without any interest or residential quali-
fications in the district—can get on to rolls
so easily, they must remain on the roll for
that locallty for all time because, as the
hon. gentleman himself states, it "is much
more difficult to have those names erased
than it is to get them on.

Cases are definitely coming under notice
where names appear on the roll of persons
who cannot be traced. The Attorney-
General knows that before a name can be
removed from the roll proof must be forth-
coming that the person concerned is dead,
has gone from the State, or that his name
has been transferred to another roll in the
State. If the person concerncd has gone
to New South Wales, the Attorney-General
will appreciate how difficult it is to prove
that he has left Queensland and that the
name appearing on the New South Wales
roll is that of the erstwhile Queensland
elector. My point is that so long as the
person gets on the roll he is indexed as a
good voter for election purposes. We know
that you do get individuals who are quite
prepared to vote in another man’s name,
especially when it is known that the other
men cannot turn up. That is the position I
am referring to.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [231 pm]: I
hope nothing will be done along the lines
suggested by the hon. member for Cook.
Because a man happens to be unfortunate
enough to have no fixed place of abode but
is compelled to be a nomadic worker is no
reason why he should be disfranchised. The
electoral law provides that any person over
the age of twenty-one years may make a
claim for enrolment. The claim card is
clear and specific, and calls for a declaration
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that the claimant has been at least a month
in the electorate for which he claims enrol-
ment,  That man may not have been a
month in a particular town, but he may
have come from another town in the same
electorate, but so long as he has a month’s
resldential qualification for the electorate he
is entitled to enrolment. To do as the hon.
member for Cook suggests would be to
disfranchize  thousands of our people.
Apparently the hon. members wants that.

Why all this anxiety to disfranchise the
workers of Queensland?  Are they mnot
entitled to exercise their right to vote?
Surely there must be some reason behind this
suggestion of the ILcader of the Opposition
apd his party that because a man has no
fixed place of abode, because he has not a
palatial residence in which to live, he should
not be allowed to exercise his rights of
citizepship ! The line of argument of hon.
members opposite might not have been so
out of place sixty years ago, but one wonders
where one is when such a suggestlon is pub
forward in these advanced days. “THEvery
adult person has a right to enrolment for
clectoral purposes if he possesses a residen-
tial qualification of one month in the electo-
rate and three months in Queensland. Tw
make it more difficult to become enrolled
would be to do wrong, for it is essential—
and I agree with the remarks of the
Attorney-General—that our object should be
to make it casy for people to claim their
citizenship rights and difficult for people to
have their names removed unjustly from the
electoral roll. In the old days it was easy
for people to raise some objection to the
presence of a name on the roll, in which
event a notification was sent to the elector
concerned that his name had been removed
because objection had been raised. The fact
was that nobody could ascertain who
objected. Tortunately, that state of affairs
dces not operate to-day. Reasons must be
advanced with any objection taken to the
presence of a mname on an electoral roll.
If evidence is given to the electoral authori-
ties that persons have removed to other
electorates or outside the State, then action
is taken to correct the anomaly. We have
made it easy for people to become enrolled
and hard for them to be unjustly removed.

Item (Blectoral Registration) agreed to.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria) [2.36 p.m.]: I move—

“ That £1,574 be granted for ¢ Friendly
Societies.” 7’

Two discussions have already taken place
on this vote. For the information of the
hon. member for Gympie, I take this oppor-
tunity of saying that the decrease in this

vote is explained by the fact that the
quinquennial valuation was completed last
year and consequently no expenditure will
be incurred in that regard this year.
Item agreed to.
REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria): I move
“That £11,141 be granted for ¢ Regis-

trar-General,’ ”’
Item agreed to.

Hon. J. Mullan.]
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SHERIFF AND SUPREME COURT. class of solicitor who leads his client to
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 1magine that he, his client, will eventually
Mullan, Carpentaria): 1 move— obtain a much higher sum from the court

* That £26,529 be granted for * Sheriff

and Supreme Court.” ”

Myr. SWAYNE (Miren:) [2.39 pm.]: I
notice there is an increase 1n this vote of
£1,680.

In my opinion the expenditure in connec-
tion with our Supreme Courts could be
lessened, and thousands of pounds would be
saved annua,lly by litigants if conciliation
courts were functioning under the Act
passed by Sir Samuel Griffith, and later on
brought up to date.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
—and amended by you.

Mr. SWAYNE: I had the honour of
putting through that amendment, with the
support of both sides of the Houie including
the present Premier. It was stated by Sir
Samuel Griffith during his second-reading
speech that according to information obtained
by him from Emopean countries where con-
ciliation courts were operating about half
the cases were settled by that system. 1
sought information on the subject from
Oth(‘l European countries and my informa-
tion was to the effect that fully half the
cases in Denmark were settled by concilia-
tion. thus obviating the great expense
entailed in approaching the expensive higher
courts. Anyone who has a knowledge of
human nature will realise that it is at the
inception of a dispute, before bitterness has
been engendered, that an effort should be
made to bring the parties together. A
person who possesses tact and a keen know-
ledge of human nature as a result of being
versed in the ways of business would be
successful in settling very many cases before
the parties Incurred heavy expenditure. I
have a cutting from the ¢ Courier-Mail”
of this month where reference is made to
a partnership dispute which was settled
after considerable expense had been involved.
Many cases come before the Supreme Court
in which the judge suggests a seftlement
and which are settled; but by the time they
come to that court the costs amounts to
hundreds of pounds. I know in one case
after the taking of evidence for two days
the judge said the case should never have
come before the court, and he advised the
parties to settle, which they did.

I think I am quite within the mark when
I say that £700 or £800 had been spent
by tlie plaintiff. On the settlement each
party had to pay his own costs, but quite
a constderable amouné had been incurred
prior to that stage. I am quite sure that if
the right type of coneciliation justice had
got these two men ‘together before the
initiation of legal proceedings the dispute
would have been settled there and then.
I know that solicitors as a body are a most
honourable scction of the legal profession,
and that » good solicitor will do his utmost
to settle an action as soon as he possibly
can, and before foo many costs have been
incurred.  In the case I have just rveferred 1o
an absurd elaim for £1,100 was included.
Iy on the advice of onc of the solici-

Don’t be modest

app
tors to prevent settlement; when 1t came
hefore the court it was nnmedmtoh with-
draws as illegal, but it served its purpose

in that it kept the partics from settling for
the twelve months the case was pending.
Unfortunately, however, there is another

[Mr. Swayne.

if he refuses to settle for the amount that
may be offered. In the case I have referred
to the trial judge advised the parties to
reach a settlement after he had heard the
case of the plaintiff. Tt will be recognised
that many such disputes could be settled,
and there is already on the statute-book
machinery enabling this to be done. Pro-
vision has been made for the appointment of
conciliation justices, and the present Attor-
ney-General has informed me that he views
the system with a friendly eye and is quite
prepared to make a recommendation that
such appointments should be made. When a
dispute arcse between two parties one party
could apply to the conciliation justice asking
that official to summon the other party before
him. If the second party did not respond
he would then be liable to a fine of £10.
The conciliation justices would use every
endeavour to bring the disputants together.
and the whole matter could be settled at a
cost of approximately £5. The whole case
“ould perhaps take no longer than one
day. Many men are well qualified to act
in the position of conciliation justices, and
the cost of appearing before them would be
very little, if anything, more than the amount
I have stated. It is a well-known fact that
even before that amount is incurred at the
present time even before the case comes for
trial in a magistrates court, and where the
case 1s one that must be tried in a higher
court the costs run into hundreds of pounds
before the case comes on for trial.

This is a suitable opportunity of drawing
public attention to the fact that we have
on the statute-book of Queensland provision
for enabling disputes to be seftled in this
manner. 1§ mmht make the suggestion to
the Chambers of Commerce, who are very
interested in avoiding high legal costs In
commercial disputes, t]’l‘lt they should recom-
mend to the Attornes-General men of their
own number whom they consider qualified
to aet in this capacity in trade disputes.
In fact. there could be a panel of such per-
sons, and seeing that the disputes would
emhrace many indusiries the panel should
ihclud(‘ the names of men qualified to act
in various industries. For instance, a farmer
would adjudicate on matters appertaining to
farms. Information from other parts of the
world where such a system is in operation
has revealed the fact that half the number
of disputes coming hefore the conciliation
court have been settled without further
recourse to the machinery of the law.

Ttem (Sheriff and Supreme Court) agreed
to.

TITLES OFFICES.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Mullan, Carpentaria): I move—

“ That £17,280 be granted for ¢ Titles
Offices.” ”
Ttem agreed to.

(Hon. J.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon,
J. Stopford, Maryborough) [2.48 pm.J: 1
move—

“That £17.193 be granted for
partment of Mines—Chief Office.” ”

1he appropriation for this year is slightly
Iews than the appropriation for last year.

¢ De-
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During the past year a policy of intensive
prospecting has been pursued, and I can
safely claim that the results have justified
the expenditure. The department does not
claim any credit for the enhanced value of
gold in the world to-day, but the depart-
ment certainly does claim credit for the
increased quantity of gold won from the
earth in Queensland. We have endeavoured
to take advantage of the high prices ruling
throughicut the world for the precious metal,
and the results have justified our endeavours.
We intend to pursue a similar policy during
the ensuing financial year, and up to date
the returns show the same glatlfmnrr figures,
It is the policy of the department to encour-
age prospectors and mining men generally
to engage in this work in an intensive
manner whilst high prices prevail, and to
foster the mining industry so far as possible.

Mr. Moore: Are you securing satisfactory
returns from the prospectors?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think
we can claim that the returns are sufficient
to cover the amount of money expended in
the assistance to prospectors. In the Cler-
mont district an amount in the vicinity of
£6.000 has been expended in assisting pros-
pectors, whereas the gold return is more
than sufhicient to cover that amount. From
my association with prospectors I know that
a certain amount expended in this direction
can never be recovered. My remarks con-
werning the desire of the department to
encourage the mining industry apply with
cqual force to tin and other metals realising
something like normal values. Of course,
the veturn for copper is too low to justify
an immediate return in that direction, but
in a State like Queensland, with its vast
copper <eposits, it behoves us to encourage
prozpecting for these base metals so that
the State will be efficiently provided with
practical miners to cope with any demand
that way follow a general rise in the price
for copper and will not suffer by any apathy
in thiz connection.

My, TOZER (Gympie) [2.52 p.m.]: The
fotal appropriation from consolidated revenue
for the D(\paltment of Mines this year is
£393 less than the appropriation for 1933-34.
If that were to be the total amount to be
appropriated for mining activities in this
State 1 should be very dlsdppOlnted because
1 resard it as totally insuflicient in all the
civcumstances. On turning to the Loan Fund
Account Estimates, however, one sees that
an amount of £2500 is to be made available
for mining machinery advances. It is absurd
to contend that a sum of £2.500 is sufficient
to provide machinery in a mine of any
importauce. It may be argued that appli-
cations have not been 1gce1xed in the past
for advances for mining machinery, but if
there is to be a mining revival in this State
considerably more than £2500 will be ve-
qlmnﬂ for this purpose. One company in
which T am interested has spent over £10,000
in mining machinery, and £17.000 by avother
company. I am informed that the dredging
machines that will be required for a dredg-
ing proposition that at present is on the
cards for Gvmpic will eost £90,000. There-
fore, we can sec that the provision for loans
under The Mining Machinery Advances
Act of 1 F’ 7—thev are not gifts or subsidies,
hut advances to be repaid on the security of
machinery—cannot be responsible for any
great impetus in this direction.
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Provision is also made in the Estimates
of e\,)ondltule from the Loan Fund Account
for mining undertakings—namely, the State
coalmines, Bowen and Styx, of £10,000. 1
do not know that it should be necessary
to make this provision. I should naturally
expect that they would be seclf-supporting,
and it would not be necessary for the depart-
ment to ask for this sum.

Then we have a vote in aid of mining,
amounting to £30,000. Certainly that amount
13 not a very lalgo amount for prOapectlng
it is advisable at the present time that as
many men as possible should be encouraged
to go prospecting, particularly owing to
the high price of gold. Almost any return
that prospectors get in the way of gold is
a payable proposition, although if the price
of gold were to fall, possibly it would not
be pavable. It is advisable to get the men
out. not only because of the actual value of
the gold but because they are then employed
and off the list of unemployed.

A new vote appears on the Estimates this
vear, amounting to £15,000, for the aerial
survey of Northern Australia.  When I went
into that matter at first 1 could not see
where we could obtain a very satisfactory
service from an aerial survey. I have been
up in an acroplane, and most certainly one
could not see very much with the naked
eye. 1 found, however, that the survey is
not made w1t1 the naked eye, but with a
camera. It is the camera that does the

work., Thus one can understand what good
work can be accomplished by an aerial
survey. When one gets the graph, it is only

the size of a postage stamp, but when it
is enlarged the geologists are able to examine
the potentialities of a district minutely.

When we proceed to examine the Estimates
farther we find provision made for £200,000
for the Chillagoe smelters. I should like
some information from the Minister on that
item, because it scems to me to be a very
big amount. I should have thought the
State smelters would be self-supporting. If
those smelters require anything like £200,000
in order to keep them going, there must be
something behind it to justify that expendi-
ture. Then we have an amount of £10,000
set aside for the State Treatment Works at
Irvinebank., The same argument applies
there. 1 should think that the charges made
by State batteries, which ave very high at
the present time, would be iufﬁomnt to mal\e
them self- Quppmtlnv Provision is also made
for £150.284 for State coalmines. The
remarks I made in reference to the smelters
also apply to this vote. This also seems to
be a very large amount.

The CHAIRMAN : Oprder! T would point
out to the hon. member that he is dealing
with the Tistimates of expenditure from Trust
and Special Funds.

Mr. TOZER : I was only referring to thesa
votes in passing, not discussing them.

A consideration of the value of gold won
in this State since the commencement of
mining operations shows that the industry
is of tlie utmost importance. The total value
of gold won in this State from 1860 to 1973
s £96.071.129. while the value of other
minerals won is £70,636,081, making a total
of £156,707.210. Up to the present we have

oniv ~cratched the surface of Queensland.
and at is probuhle that when we vreach
creater depths vicher and more wonderful

values will be found.

Mr. Tozer.]
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In  South Africa the Robinson Deep
Transvaal was working at 8,000 feet, and iu
India the Champion Reef at Kolar af nearly
8,000 feet. Coming to Australia we flind
that the Victoria Qumtz at Bendigo went
down to 5400 feet, and mnearcr howme. in
Quocnsiand, the West of Scotland mine at
Gympie was down to 3,138 feet. From the

bottom of that drills were put down to a
distance of 800 feet. The West of Scotland
mine may recommence. If that is done a

Lig chance exists to prove gold at a depth.
That is one of the main essentials in Quucn»
leud.  Most of the shows are really only
surface shows. Mount Coolon is only work-
ing practically on the surface, but a shaft
might prove the extent to which the reefs
go doewn. I remember that inthe early days
Gyupie was said to be only a surface show:
veb we knew the depth at which gold was
recovered. Similarly at Bendigo.

The value of the gold yield in Queenstand
for 1933 was £390,779, and the figures for
1934 will probably exceed that; and Cra-
cow will probably give a bigger return than
any other place, but I really think that
Liefore long Gympie will again be on the
payable lst, and will be producing gold in
gond quantities.

‘The tin ouput for the year 1933 was
vaiued at £123,620, that of copper £105,031,
and silver-lead £527,696. In connection with
siiver-lead the proposition at Mount Isa is
so big that an increase in the price of lead
and silver ore would mean a very much
greater return from mining operations in
this State. No one can definitely say that
the market will not improve agam for
silver-lead.

The total quantity
Queensland during 1933
valued at £693,383. If gold mining opera-
tlons continue to cxpand, then probably
more coal will be required, for really ccal
is of greater benefit for fuel purposes than,
say, wood, from which sufficient steam power
cannot be obtained. Further, we have
wealth in the sapphires which were won last
vear. Thus, in every way the Department
of Mines is going anedd and 1 can see the
possibility of better returns for Queensland
in the mining mdustrv The Gold 7\/Imeb of
Australia Limited is contemplating favour-
able consideration of propositions at
Charters Towers and other places, and I
understand that Gympie also is being con-
sidered.

of coal raised in
was 875,867 tons,

In the northern end of the field we have
an unkpown proposition, similar to that in
the southern part of the ﬁeld where we have
the Sovereign crosscourse and the Inglewood.
There is a wedge of country going from west
to east. On the western side the slate Is
of a better quality, and at a shallower
level. The northern end has never had a
fair trial. The Government put down a
bore for testing purposes. The whole of
that block of country was reserved, and was
not open for mining purposes. It has since
been declared open For mining purposes, and
the department has received a con51derable
amount of money by way of fees in connec-
tion with goldmining leases, and two com-
panies have actually put up plants and are
Working, and a third company has a shaft
i close proximity to the bore, and should
benefit by the information gamed as a result
of that bore. In that northern end there
is a very fair possibility of a big goldmining
revival in Gympie, There is also a feeling

[My., Tozer,
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that the southern part of the field should
have a further trial. The area between the
Sovereign crosscourse and Inglewood offers
big \o\~1b1 ities. A syndicate working the
Southcrn Inglewood discovered the gold-
bearing quartz 150 ft. from the suriace,
but unfortunately they were driven out
by water. That block of country has
been taken up, and one man in parvicaiar
has worked the proposition out to his own
satisfaction and been able to satisfy a very
mﬁucntml financial syndicate that it is a
good one, and the result is that a bore is
belng put down there to prove it. If that
bore «oes prove his contention is right a
large company will be formed, That is a very
hm proposition, and if it is successful it
should increase the gold production of
Quesnsland to a great extent., There is no
reason why it should not be as big as the
Gympie Scottlsh which employed up to 400
or 500 men. It is sn:uated in close proximity
to the Scottish, and it is only a question of
proving it. South of the Inglewood we have
proof That there is a possibility of getting
eold. Syndicates have been formed and
taken up big blocks of ground comprising
many of the gold- boaunw mines that were
abandoned owing to the Jow prices and the
oxtra cost of mining, and the fa(‘t that the
dewatering costs were very heavy. especially
when onc company after another pulled out
and the whole cost of bailing was placed on
the remaining companies.

Hon. members opposite have asked for
some constructive suggestions. I think it
would be in the interests of the Government
if they undertook the dewatering of the
Gympie goldmines. There are many shafts
there, w hich were working and, showing good
results, and if they were dewatered the
miners would be able to go straight on to
the gold. I do not say they would get the
results obtained previously, but there are
any amount of reefs there that would be
payable propositions.

This is more especially true when one hears
talk about yields of 8 or 10 dwt. being pay-
able pxopmltlons A number of mines 1n
that field will give that return, and the Go-
vernment could take advantage of the oppor-
tunity. The dewatering of the mines on
that field would be a very big proposition,
benefiting not only the Gov ernment but also
others, the winding plants we erccted on the
field would be capable of holding the water.
The question, of course, would be the cost,
but even though it cost the Goveinment
£100,000, what wou]d that amount be to the
Government if they obtained 2 big proposi-
tion and placed 1,000 men back in employ-
ment? It is quite on the cards that they
would get this number back to work.
thousand men were working on the field pre-
viously, and when G;ympm was first dis-
covered it gave support to 30,000 men. Of
course, I do not say that anvthmg like that
would happen at the present time, but I give
1.000 as a conservative estimate. As to the
cost: it would take £2500 to ercct a plant
for the dewatering of the area, and four such
plants would be 1equued—two on the eastern
side and two on the western side, in the
northern and southern areas of the goldfield.
The total capital cost would, therefore, be
£10,000. The cost of bailing. would run
into a cortain amount. The Government
have their own coal mines and the tmns
port of the coal from the North to Gym-
pie would mean increased revenuc to the
Railway Department. When Mr. Jones was
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Secretary for Mines coal was carried by
the Railway Departront from the North
to the Scottish mine. That gentleman made
a contract with the manager, Colonel Reid,
to that effect. This could be done again,
and in addition to bringing freight to the
ratlways would mean increased work for the
Amlmn‘elc in addition, a number of sub-
sidiary trades dependent on mining opera-
tions would benefit, and thus there would be
an increase in the employment. The Govern-
ment must realise that if they do not take
advantage of the existing opportunities some
person or company will do so. The chance is
there now. waiting to be grasped. DBetween
the Scvereign and the Inglewood crosscourses
thers is quite a large block of country from
which the Government could obtain revenue
by way of lease 1ents exemption, and other
fees, and miners’ rights. I think that the
proposition should appeal to the Govern-
ment, and I submit, with all respect, that it
vecetve consideration,

At 3.16 p.m,,

Mr. O’Kggre (Cairns), one of the panel of

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. TOZER: The increase in the gold
vield is satisfactory to a certain extent, the
figures being as follow:—

Gold yield, fine ozs.—1930, 7,821;
23,263; 1933, 91.997.
£98,815; 1933, £390,729.

So far as my knowledge goes of Cracow,
Mount Coolon, and Mount Morgan, the
returns for 1934 will show a considerable
increase over those for 1933. The Govern-
ment, of course, have given as the reason
for the latter the development of Mount
Coolon, the reopening of Mount Morgan, the
assistance given to prospecting, and the low
rates of interest on capital, and also con-
fidenice in Australia, I most certainly agree
with those grounds. I think they are a fair
and reasonable statement of the causes of
the prosperity of 1933.

1 should like to point out to the Commit-
tec that some people view gold mining as
more or less a speculation and in the light of
a gamble. To a certain extent, or in some
instances, it is, but it should be looked upon
as being more of an investment than a

gamble.  Certainly T do not approve of the
tolmamon of companies where a large pro-
portion of the issued capital is not called
up and shares are issued as paidup to a
certain amount, Lately we had in Gympie
a certain company which put 80,000 contri-
buting 4s. shares on the market, but issued
60. OOO as paid-up.

If that amount of £12,000 had been called
up for the benefit of the mine there could
have been no complaint against it, but it
is not in the interests of mining gencrally
to have mining enterprises conducted by
companies that issue a tremendous amount
of paid-up capital. It would soon be found
that these practices gave the State a very
had name. I do not know whether anything
can be done to guﬂrd against them, but I
do know that the Stock Exchanges look with
an unfavourable cye on companies that issue
lavge volumes of paid-up capital.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. member has evhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders,

1932,
Value—1932,
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Mr. FOLEY (¥Vormanbdy) [3.19 p.m.]: It
is pleasing to note the lmpmtant develop-

ment that has taken place in the mining
industry throughout Queensland, particularly
in gold production. There is no doubt that
much credit is due to the department for
the financial assistance that i1t has provided
for small prospectors in pursuance of a
policy that has been in operation for some
time. Of course, it must be admitted that
a good deal of this development has been
prompted by what is termed the present
high price for gold {following upon the
depreciation of currencies in this and in
overseas countries. The value of the purchas-
ing power represented by the currency in
which the miner or prospector is paid
enables him to make a better livelihood
than he could possibly obtain in most other
industries, but_unfortunately much more
remains to be done in the way of assistance
in very deserving cases. It is the policy
to-day to assist small prospectors and small
mining companies, but much more could be
done in many of our mining districts by
the provision of further crushing facilities.
If they were provided many shows would
be opened up and developed, and in parti-
cular many low-grade propositions could be
worked by small parties of miners. I have
in mind the Clermont district. Although
I have made representations to the depart-
ment from time to time on this very ques-
tion, I have ascertained that the conserva-
tism of the department causes it to insist
that the ore shall be won and stacked and
that then the miners shall definitely prove
to the department that there are so many
hundreds of tons of ore at grass with a
prospect of more before any move will be
made in the direction of providing the
necessary _ocrushing facilities. It 18 a
wrong attitude to adopt in view of the pre-
sent price for gold. Many propositions were
abandoned in that district years ago, some
of them recently taken up by svndlcates and
not worked to any extent, but many of them
could be worked by small parties if the
conservatism of the department did mok
stand in the way of a progressive policy.
The department hesitates to indulge in what
might be termed a little gamble in provid-
ing crushing facilities. It is regrettable that
the department will not provide crushing
facilities for the convenience of small parties
of miners in some of the mining districts
until they can show so many hundred or 50
many thousand tons of ore at grass. That is
a ridiculous attitude to adopt. I do not
advocate that gigantic crushing facilities
should be provided, but that small portable
batteries, perhaps, a little larger than those
that are now bemrr purchased by the depart-
ment, should be made available for miners
in the different districts. If the gamble
failed the portable batteries would still bo
an_asset, and they could be removed from
point to point as occasion required. I hope
that this regrettable conservatism on the
part of the department will cease. We
should have a different outlook if better
facilities were afforded to small parties of
miners who are unable to equip themselves
through lack of capital.

Transport is hampering many prospectors
in country districts. A considerable time
ago I placed before the Minister an appeal
ﬁom the Miners’ Association at Clermont
asking him to endeavour to make provision
whereby miners prospecting on leasehold
and other lands should have the privilege of

My, Foley.]
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taking a certain number of horses with them
to assist in thoroughly prospecting the coun-
try. Unfortunately, the Minister cannot
vet make a decision on the matter. I do
not know whether he considers that the
granting of the privilege would eat nut the
poor grazier, but the inability to do so is
one of those things that are hampering
prospecting in some country dlbtllCtS
know that this privilege was abused in the
early stages of the rush at Cracow, but the
extraordinary condjitions that apphod there
do not apply to some of the settled mining
fields throughout the State. One can under-
stand that if a big rush set in to a particular
district very little notice would be taken
of such restrictions. The men for whom
I made the request would respect any con-
ditions which might be attached to the grant-
ing of their apphcatlon and it would facili-
tate more thorough prospecting.

I compliment the Minister upon co-operat-
ing with the Commonwealth authorities n
securing a geological aerial survey of
Queonsland Doubtless some adherents of
the old methods would consider this expendi-
ture a waste of money and contend that in
the final analysis the pick and shovel, drill
and explosives would locate the mmerals,
but from what I have seen of the photo-
graphs made by the party comprised in the
recent sarvey I am satisfied that definite
siructures can be determined in many parts
of the State that will be of considerable
assistance to field geologists when they go
out with parties at a later date.

I appeal to the Government for assistance
to enable some of the old alluvial fields
to be more effectively prospected. I have
in mind the Clermont field, but, no doubt,
there are other fields to which my remarks
might appropriately be applied. The method
adopted in the Clermont district to-day is
that a party of miners work out a them)
select a site, and after very hard work in
sinking and bottoming a shaft, covering
many weelxs perhaps months, thoy find that
much (111\'mw remains to be done Probably
some of that drivi ing is blind driving, and
after driving many Teet in the direction of
the dip payable dirt is not located. That
shaft 1s then sbandoned and another shaft
is sunk in order to locate the wash. Repre-
sentations have already been made by me
to the department on behalf of the progress
association, the members of which inter-
viewed me at Clermont some time ago, to
Lave one of the Department’s boring plants
made available to them. The department
as several, and if onc of them were placed
under the control of a feld geologist the
0round could be fully tested in order to
determine definitely what is known as the
Wild Cat lead.

I might mention for the informatic: of
the Counnittee that the Wild Cat lead
worked many years ago for 23
8ta carrying quite a big party of miners
who extracted a great deal of gold from it
until they ‘“hit the water” in the deeper

s
miles at one

portions of the lead, to use mining pari-
ance. From that time onwards no work has
been done except that a few parties of

miners have carried on, and met with the
same vesult—namely, the caving in of thelr
shafts immediately they got into the water
area neav the bottom. It h possible, with-
out a great expenditure of money, to hore
w~,tomat1€dllv and trace the Contmuution
of that leud, then sink shaft off the lead,
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and eventually drive and tap the water, and
with proper pumping faciiities drain a half
mile or so of country known to be gold-
bearing.

Mr. Moore: How deep is it?

Mr. FOLEY: One hundred and fifty to
180 feet. That extent of country which is
known to be gold-bearing could carry up to
500 1niners on good payuble gold.  Small
parties of miners cannot undertake such a

project, but if the boring were done, and a
chart drawn by a survevor and gemomct
to give some ideca of where the delinite

gutters were in that lead, parties of miners
on the field probably would themselves take
up the job of pumping the area with a view
to working it effectively.

The same applies to Black Ridge,
although the water there can be effectively
dealt with by the miner. The great diff-
culty there is that sometimes 200 feet or
more of difficult country has to be -sunk
through by blind stabbing, resulting only
in bottoming a duffer. If the requests of the
Prospectors’ Assoclation were acceded to by
the dopdlhncnt no doubt it would miecan an
expenditure of a few thousand pous but 1
an (onﬁdvnt‘—and the older mineprs in the
district are of the same opinion—it would be
of very valuable assistance to parties of
miners by giving them something definite on
which to proceed before carrying out work
lusting perhaps several months in an endea-
vour to bottom upon payable gold. I trust
the Minister will give every counsideration to
these requests. The hon. gentleman has not
done so up to date. I do not know why. I

have not even received definite replies to my
1eque~ts I am hoping, however, that in the
near furure the hon. gentleman may be
induced to visit the kl(\rmont ticld, when
no doubt he will be in a much betier posi-
tion to judge for hnm H whether 2

expenditure of money would b justif

that distriet.

I am also looking forward to a visit from
the Minister to the Cracow goldfield. It
seem remarkable that a field which shows
such promise—one mine is at the dividend-
paying stage and another has developed a
large area of payable ore and is held up tem-
porarily for want of capital and machinery—
should not yet have had a visit frem the
\,’umster, although it has been open for some
considerable time. Those two areas in the
district I represent are deserving of more
consideration than they have received in the
past. It is quite true that great assistance
has been rendered by what is known as the

rospecting vote, with which I cannot deal
now. I have mentioned that the assistance
that has been rendered in that respect is
returned £1 for £1 to the State—for every
£1 given by way of assistance £1 worth of
goid has been procured by the miners who
have rceceived that assistance.  Some have
fared worse than others. Some have done
exceptionally well. In one case a party of
miners who had been working one day a
werk in the coalmines decided, as a result
of the slamp in that trade, to sink on what
15 known as the Old Cumberland lead.
Those men have, up to date, received well
over £1.000 each over a period of twelve
months from that particular lease.

When a greater measure of assistance is
rendered by a proper boring survey, I feel
surc very good results will accrue to ‘Queens-
land as a whole.
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Mr. KENNY (Cook) [3.33 p.m.]: I have
listened with interest to the remarks of the
hon. member who has just resumed his seat,
and I am satisfied he has brought forward
a matter well worthy of consideration by
the Department of Mines—that is, boring
on old leads in different localities in Queens-
land. There are many prospectors who are
desivous of festing the possibilities of mining
fields and who have not the necessary capital
to do =0, If a boring plant was provided
these old leads could be tested and much
benefit would accure to the mining industry
as a whole,

There are a few points I desire to raise
on this vote, because I am of the opinion
that theve is great scope in the mining indus-
try in this State. The developmont which
is taking place owing to the high price of
gold is bringing fresh capital to this State.
and the taxation concessions in regard to
goldmining have induced many people to
put their savings into the industry. I under-
stand that the Income Tax Commissioners
of the different States are to meet with a
view to arriving at a common basis in regard
to taxation, and it is suggested in mining
circles rhat the concessions granted to the
mining industry are likely to be abolished.
Hundveds of thousands of pounds have been
invested in the mining industry owing to
the (‘On(’eAsions that have been granted, and
if such action is taken by the different
Governments numbers of people will with-
draw their money from this industry, and
that will impede the progress of mining in
this State. I strongly advise the Minister
to oppose their removal with all the vigour
at his command.

The development of mining is being
impeded by the fact that certain leases have
been granted in many localities. I ~annot
altogether blame the present Miuister,
because leases or concessions were granted
by the Moore Government. A number of
these leases are being worked, but on many
the holders are not spending money on
development. whilst doing sufficient to fulfil
the terms of their a«leement They are
thus preventing a larrre number of genuine
prospectors from opcrating in cases where,
perhaps, a definite lead could be worked
for miles.

These places arve miles away from where
the concessionnaires are likely to operate
when they do come in, but because of the
existence ‘of the concessions the miners I have
in mind cannot operate. I think that the
Secretary for Mines should make these agree-
ments elastic enough to allow genuine pros-
pectors to operate on certain definite areas
that they consider will prove auriferous. I
know that my suggestion would mean that
the present agreements that have been made
with many of these people would require

alteration, but when such people arc not
101ua‘1v operating thev have no right to
held up the genuine prospector, who has
been there over a very long period. I would
ask the Minister to comsider the question
from that point of view, and thus allow
rrospectors who have come on a definite
lead, or who have an old claim which is not
bemng exploited, to go on and prove that
lead or claim. After they have been work-
ing on the lead or claim and have struck
gold, then the people who hold the leases
could come to some arrangement with the
prospector and pay him for the work done
and the gold found.
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Throughout the State to-day quite a large
number of miners do not know how they
stand in regard to the pegging of claims.
We had quite a lot of trouble in connec-
tion with Mount Coolon some time ago, and
it is not desirable that similar trouble should
occur in other paris of the State. It may be
that a certain law of practice operates in
the mining industry to-day with regard to
the pegging of claims. The Mining Acts
and the recgulations thereunder lay down
definitely the conditions under which a claim
shall be pegged, but because of decisions
of wardens a number of miners do not know
exactly where they stand. The law is quite
definite, Regulations 13 and 14 under the
Mining Acts deal with the pegging of claims
urxnmal]v Regulation 14 deals with the
mmmng of ground and reads—

“ A holder of a miner’s right who
marks off more ground than he is en-
titled to shall be liable to have the
surplus ground pegged off at either end
or side of the claim, at the option of a
holder of a miner’s right who applies
to the warden for such surplus.”

At 3.45 p.m.,
The CuHAIRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. KENNY: There is nothing definite
there as to how these claims shall be pegged
and from the decisions that have been given
a number of miners are of the opinion that
the department or the wardens hold the view
that all claims should be pegged in a rect-
angular formation. I have becen unable to
ind anything in the Mining Acts or regula-
tions thereunder that lays it down deﬁmtely
that all pegging of claims shall be in a rect-
angular formation. Regulation 32 deals with
ordinary reef claims, and does not in any
way specify rectangu]ar formation. Regula-
tion 38 deals with alluvial claims, river and
creck gold claims, puddling clalms and auri-
ferous sand claims. Regulation 38 does deal
with pegging from the point of view of
formation. It states—

“ The extent allowed for ordinary allu-
vial claims, taken up for the purpose of
mining for gold, shall be as follows,

viz. .. .and so on, in the same pro-
portlon for any number of holders of
miners’ rights, not exceeding ten, with-

out restriction as to the shape of the
claim :

“ Provided that the claim of each
party shall, as nearly as circumstances
will pelmlt be a rectangular block, no
side of which shall be less than 50 feet
if sach width is available.”

This is the only regulation I can find dealing
with the pegging of claims in rectangular
formation, and it definitely states that it
can be pegged without restriction as to the
shape of the claim but that the claim shall
as ncarly as circumstances will permit be a
rectangular block., That does not definitely
lay it down that it shall be so in all cases,
and I take it that in law if a thing is not
specifically stated it cannot be enforced.
Therefore, T can find nothing to show defin-
itely that the pegging shall be of rectangu-
lar formation. I would ask the Minister to
clarify this point when he replies. It is of
vital importance to every mining field in
the State because a doubt does arise,

I should like the Minister to tell me, and
incidentally the miners, what 1e«ru1at10n or
what section of the Aots lay it “down that

Mr. Kenny.]
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there shall be rectangular pegging. Accord-
ing to my reading of the Acts a miner has
the vight to peg his claim in any possible
formation, but that it is desivable that it
be pegged in rectangular formation as far
as possible. What are the rights of the
miner, and what is the ruling by the
department in such cases where it is 1mpos-
sible to peg the claim in rectangular forma-
tion? I want a definite decision as to the
ruling of the department on this point. If
the department insists that the pegging shall
be done in rectangular formation, then I
should like the Minister to advise us as to
what section or what regulation gives the
department that power. If it is not con-
tained in the statute law, then is it a rule
of practice adopted by the department in
the administration of the mining laws?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon
J. Stopford, Maryborough) [3.50 pm.j: I
shall deal first with the point raised by the
hon. member for Cook. beecause it is prob-
ably the most important. The mining laws
as embodied in the statute are based upon
practice, a practice that dates back as far
as the Californian zold mining days, when
men had to deeide matters not so much
upon legal technicalities as upon Justico.
Although statutory laws are laid down to
determine principles, quite a lot of mining
practice has come down throughout the ages
of mining which has been codified for the
guidance of miners and others in this and
mn other countries. In a well-ordered com-
munity statute law is easily enforceuhle, but
it must be recognised that on the cceasion
of a gold rush, where npeople hastily
assemble together, there must be a simple
code for the solution of problems rather
than lengthy litigation. That is why, fol-
lowing the great confusion that »xisted at
the commencement of Mount Isa—when
everyone was allowed to peg a claim of a
certain arca—Mr. W, H. Corbould rvealised
that there would be considerable overlap-

ping. e desired to obtain options, bug
with his knowledge of mining he rcalised

that, no matter how pcople desired to con-
form with the law, there would be this over-
lapping, and that in an endeavour to bring
order out of confusion many men who
believed they had claims or leases would
find that they had none. He took an option
from everybody who had pegged out a claim
so as to avoid the confusion that would fol-
low. The Miner’s Guide that I caused to be
prepared after that time contained practical
explanations of the law of pegging. The
Mining Acts lay it down that the man who
insists upon a legal interprctation of his
rights can call a lawyer to his aid, but the
ordinary miner would go bandy-legged drag-
ging the unconsolidated Acts round the coun-
try. The Miner's Guide, which costs only 1s.,
sets out in simple language the rules relat-
ing to the metheds of pezging, and is
intended as a protection against the man
who has no knowledge of the legal complica-
tions of the problem. It sets out that
the old practice relating to pegging shall
obtain. Whether the pegging be rvectangu-
lar or not, if a dispute arises, the warden
does not sit as a court, but goes out on to
a log and lights his pipe. I was at the Dee
River rush when very important questions
had to be decided by the warden, Mr. J. C
Linedale. First of all a miner’s dish would
be secured and sounded, and the miners who
were parties to the disputes would assemble
round the warden. If it was a question of
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jumping a claim, Mr. Linedale would give
his decision, not as a warden, but merely
as an arbitrator. I could not decide a
dispute relating to a lease in my capacity
as Secretary for Mines. A properly guali-
fied surveyor may adjust boundaries. and
he may afterwards come to me for « [inal
determination.

In all matters affecting claims the warden
has the opportunity of deciding disputes in
the first instance. He decides them in a-
common sense manner on the relative merits
of the disputants. If either of the dis-
putants is dissatisfied with the decision of
the warden he has the right of appeal to
the Supreme Court. We have many
‘“ cigarette ’ miners to-day who know noth-
ing about our mining laws, but rush out
to a field all with pegs of different sizes
and stick them in wherever they think fit,
not knowing east from west or north from
south. They dig their feet in and then
think that the Minister should in some magic
way decide their disputes. The old law
or practice for settling disputes, which pre-
served order in many pioneering fields,
cannot be overridden by any statute law
that we may make here. As I have said,
I have seen many disputes decided by the
warden. Usnally the statement of the
warden to the two disputants is something
like this: “You claim this ground—You
claim it too. Well, half of it is yours, and
half of it is yours.”” Then everyone goes
back to work. I do not think the legal
rights of the disputants end. They have a
right of appeal to the Supreme Court or
some other court. But I have always found
that the decision of the warden was accepted
without cavil.

The hon. member for Gympie remarked
on the inadequacy of the vote for loans
under the Mining Machinery Advances Act.
I have subscribed to that view myself. I
am the best spender in this Committee. If
you give me the money then I am the
greatest optimist in the country. (Laughter.;
Tf this vote is not adequate then any claim
for assistance to purchase mining machinery
to test a new field will receive the fullest
consideration. To-day we have many men
who stand on their own feet through assist-
ance granted by the department.

My friend the hon. member for Normanby
made an appeal for the cstablishment of
more batterics. 1f I looked for places where
I could put batteries I should have more
batteries than horses I have backed in the
Melbourne Cup. (Laughter.) But it 1s a
cardinal principle in mining that the first
step you must take is to sec what body of
ore reserves there is in a given show, and
then look for a batterr. Some of the diffi-
culties we have to encounter overseas 1n
connection with mining ventures, not only
in Queensland and Western Australia, but
also in other States, arise from the fact
that men have gone down a few feet,
obtained a fine looking specimen, and then
decided it was time to promote a company.
Their ideas of promoting the sale of their
shares was to put a lot of machinery on
top of the claira and then go looking for
the ore. I have been most generous to any
person who has come to me and made a
definite statement, backed by my own
officials, that he has conducted prospecting
operations to disclose a body of ore suffi-
clent to maintain a battery. I have always
helped such an application and have always
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said that a battery would be forthcoming
if that information was obtainable, but some
people think first of a battery and then
look for the ore. If God is good to them
they will find it, but what about my battery
if they do not? ’

The hon. member for Normanby introduced
matters affecting his electorate. = His electo-
rate has been very genecrously treated but
has responded by winning for the State an
amount of metal equivalent in value to the
assistance obtained. Naturally, I cannot
subscribe to a policy of placing batteries
indiseriminately cverywhere. 1 did initiate
a scheme of purchasing three-stamp bat-
teries, which I foolishly balieved could be
used for prospecting purposes, but when I
located these batteries I found that they
became permanent batteries, and that to
remove them I should require a body of
police.  (Laughter.) They are doing good
work nevertheless, not as prospecting bat-
teries, but in helping the owners of small
show: to eke out a decent living.

The hon. member also asked that pro-
speetors be allowed to take horses on to
leasehold properties, and probably frechold
properties.  When such a right was con-
ceded in certain cases it was never dreamed
that Wirth’s circus would be taken on to
these shows. In actual practice men have
availed themselves of the opportunity of
going on to the property of a selector or
grazier, accompanied by a number of horses
altogether out of proportion to their per-
sonal  requirements.  The result is that
they eat the selector out of grass and
usc his water. No man with a sense of
fairness would permit such a thing to
happen.

. The ael:ial survey is an experiment—up
In the air, as it were—(laughter)—but I
belicve it may have good results. At least
we have the gratification of knowing that
Queensland has been the first State to receive
the attention of such experts. I am hopeful
that, if it does not bring any great direct
benefit by discoveries in Qucensland, the
work done in the Northern Territory will
prove conclusively that the outlet from the
Northern Territory is rightly through Queens-
land, and that we shall be recompensed in
that direction.

The hon. member for Gympie seems to be
astray in regard to the Chillagoe smelters.
The hon. member would have us believe that
we have lost approximately £200,000, but
that amount represents the allocation from
Trust Fund for the purchase of ores. When
the blister copper is realised the money is
repaid, and the difference unfortunately con-
stitutes a loss. The continuation of Chillagoe
15 necessary, because I believe it is perform-
ing an indirect benefit to the State in keep-
ing a certain number of men at work in the
far north of Queensland, and keeping men
ready to carry on if perchance any rehabilita-
tion of the prices of lead and copper should
take place.

I do not know that any other matter men-
tioned by any hon. member has not been
replied to. I assure the Committee that the
policy pursued bv the department of giving
assistance independently of the electorate
and of the company concerned will be con-
tinued. We are hopeful that Gold Mines of
Australia, Limited, will be able to do some-
thing in Charters Towers. Naturally, when
one gives a concession over a large area, one
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is assailed by a certain amount of criticism,
for although country may lie idle for forty
years and no one wants it, immediately a
concerted effort is made by a large company
and a concession is granted, everybody in
the district feels he could do the work,
although he has had that opportunity for
probably forty years. I believe that Char-
ters Towers, Gympie, and other fields sup-
posedly worked out are not really finished.
With the present price of gold and modern
methods of treatment and transport, we can
look forward to something being done, and
if a company is formed, not with the object
of gambling on the stock exchange but with
a view to proving or disproving the value
of those fields, then at least some work will
be done. The ex-Secretary for Mines gave
the Mount Isa Company a concession at
Lawn Hill, on which £30,000 was spent. The
company threw up the proposition because
it was not big enough, but we have now in
our possession data that might later on make
it worth while for a smaller company to
look at it, so that the granting of that con-
cession was a wise one. All these concessions
are granted subject to a provision that all
data—investigation, results, assays, etc.—
must finally come to the Department of
Mines, where they are available at any time
for anyone who desires later on to carry on
the work.

Mr. BRAND (Zsis) [4.5 p.m.]: Undoubt-
edly Queensland abounds in mineral wealth.
Her deposits of coal have possibly no equal
in Australia, or indeed in the world. The
Department of Mines is, therefore, a very
important department, requiring administra-
tive heads with dynamic force to encourage
the greatest productivity possible. During
the whole history of Queensland the mining
industry of Queensland has had wonderful
possibilities.

In the past gold mining has certainly been
a great factor in the settlement of our
country. It has now been revived and
operations are being ecarried on in every
porticn of the State, and that is solely due
to the fact that values have increased enor-
mously., I was glad to hear the Secretary
for Mines say that he recognised the possi-
bility of a revival of activities on the old
mineral fields of Gympie, Mount Morgan,
and Charters Towers, where large popula-
tions were employed in this industry some
yvears ago. 1 should like to know if the
Minister is giving careful attention to every
avenue in which this industry may be further
developed.

In 1929, when the Moore Government took
charge of the affairs of Queensland, mining
was at the lowest ebb it had ever reached
in the history of the State. There was prac-
tically no movement in any of the mining
fields. The Government, demonstrating their
business ability, commenced activities which
led to the development that is evident to-
day. It must be remembered that before
the industry could be revived much cleaning
up had to be done by the Moore Govern-
mert, and the whole matter was put on a
sound basis. They disposed of those pro-
positions controlled by the department which
did not pay and which, from an economic
noint of view, were of no value to the State.
There were one or two mining ventures
which returned a loss but represented a net
economic value, and the Government thought
it would be in the interests of the pcople
of Queensland to continue to work them

Mr, Brand.]
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and endeavour to stimulate their produc-
tion capacity. A notable example was the
Chillagoe State Smelters, which the pre-
vious Labour Government had closed down.
The Moore Government restarted those
works and they have continued working ever
since,

In an endeavour to encourage the coal
mining industry, particularly in the Bowen
district, an effort was made to set up the
manufacture of coke, In this connection
reports were received from officers of the
Department of Mines which indicated that
it was possible to carbonise 65 tons of coke
from 100 tons of coal. Events have proved
that we are carbonising less than 60 tons
from that amount of coal. From those
figures it would appear that either the coal
at that centre has deteriorated or the reports
were based on a misconception. It appears
that at the present time the cost of produc-
tion of each ton of coke is £2 2s. 8.22d., and
it is being sold at from 33s. to 35s. a ton,
whilst 33s. a ton is received from the prac-
tically sheltered prescrve of Mount Isa. The
Department of Mines should remember that
it 1s not desirable that we should continue
any white elephants in the mining indus-
try.  There is something radically wrong
when reports indicate that works should be
established in order to help the mining
industry, and after the Government have
spent much money on the establishment of
the undertaking losses are found to be taking
place. The loss in the year before last was
over £2,000, and last yecar the loss was
approximately £9,000. If this state of affairs
is to continue, where will it lead the State?

Mr. Forey: What about indirect benefit?

Mr. BRAND: I will point out to the
hou. member for Normanby, who DOSREECS
an intimate knowledge of this matter. that
the reports indicated that the underfakine
would show a profit; and, in view of the
fict that we have a sheltered market at
Mount Tsa, it should have shown a profit.
Something has happened in regard to these

return:,  and we in this Parliamont are

entitled to know what has gone wrong, I
i : . N =

tell the Committee again that the reports

indicated a carbonisation of 65 tons of coke
from 100 tons of coal, and it has turned out
to be less than 60 tons. There is something
wrong. 1 hope the Minister will give to
the members of this Committee an indication
of what is really happening.

After all, it should be our business to
take a great interest in the activities of the
department. We have men who understand
the  mining try, and they should
pessess - enough  business acumen to enable
these concerns to be profitable undertakines.
We  have the Chillagoe smelting works
showing heavy losses, whereas under the
policy of the late Government the loss was
very small. We as a Committee desire to
have these matters investigated. The Min-
ister. understanding  the mining industry,
should be a dynamic force in guiding the
activities of this industry. K

Ouly last year the Coal Production Regu-
latlo'n Act was passed with a view to endea-
vouring to establish an export trade in coal.
That neasurs contained features which
commended themselves to the coalmining
industry, and it enabled those concerned to
get together for the purpose of extending
the trade in order that more miners could
be employed in the industry. So far as T
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am aware no results have been obtained up
to the present, and this afternoon the
Minister may be able to inform us a$ 1o _the
possibility of extending our markets. This
1s a very big industry, and were the deposits
existing in Queensland to be found in any
other country we should find that that
country was doing a very large coal trade.
Tt is the duty of the Minister in charge of
this department and his officers to us¢ every
means at their disposal for the develonment
of this industry in order that the large
number of people usually dependent on it
may be placed in permanent work. 1 trust
that the Secretary for Mines is not going to
follow his predecessor in the previous
Labour Government and build up record
losses in State enterprises or what have
been termed ° White elephants.” I trust he
will lay the foundation for a successful
industry.

The Secrerary ror PusLic Laxps:

It was

vour Government that iniviated tha coke
ovens.
Mr. BRAND: Of course we initiated

them, but on the basis of .proving a profit-
able concern. There is no reasen why thex
should not be a profitable undertaking. I
say that the reports at least indicate to the
Government that certain things are happen-
ing. I desire that the Minister should
check up on the matter. I am not raising
the point with any hostility, but merely with
a view of being helpful. The Minister has
been a miner, and understands the industry.
He should cheek up on the statements that
have been made, and sce what is happening,
and why large losses continue. There has
been a loss of approximately £9.000 on a
turnover of £33,000! That would not =uit
any private enterprise: why should it suit
the State? After all, if the State is an ideal
emplover. as it generally is, we are entitled
to expect from it the best of service in order
that these industries may be a success, and
shall not continue to pile up losses, thus
uitimately increasing the debt that will
have to be met by the pecople by taxation.
We Lknow that the terrific lossex that
occurred in the past are a burden on the
whole of the people, and have to be met by
hurdensome taxation.

I hope that the Minister will recognise
the need for the development of our gold
mining industry, and pacticularly give
attention to the matter taised by the hon.
member for Gymple, and that the Govern-
ment  will lend some assistance in the
dewatering of the Gympic field. If we can
re-c<fablish those mines and get them back
to something approximating their former
greatness, which on the present price of
gold should be possible, we shall be helping
in the development and in the reconstruc-
tion of our State. This is badly needed.

The SgcreTarRy ForR Mines: You should
place the blame for the loss on these coke
ovens at the door of your own Government.
Do not try to place them at my doorstep.

Mr. BRAND: The hon. gentleman iz in
charge of the Department of Mines to-day.
If the Moore Government were in power
they would check up on the statements that
have been made.

The Secrrerary For Mings: The Moore
Government passed a law prohibiting the
establishment of State enterprises in the
future, but they immediately proceeded
illegally to set up another State enterprise
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in the form of coke ovens, and the hon.
member for Isis is now endeavouung to
place the blame for the losses in connection
with this enterprise on my shoulders. They
also entered into a rotten agreement.

Mr. BRAND: I do not think that the
Minister is giving the attention that he
should give to the coke ovens. There should
not be these losses.

The SecreTARY FOR Mines: Your Govern-
ment should have attended to that matter
before they made the agreement with Mount
Isa

. BRAND: It is quite possible to malke
a moeess of many mining undertakings in
Queensland. It only needs a thorough
investigation to bring them to a point of
efficiency. I was endeavouring to explain
to the Committee that there were certain
possibilities in connection with the coke-
making industry. I pointed out that it
was anticipated that there would be a return
of 65 tons out of 100 tons of coal carbonised.

The SECRETARY FOR MiNes: We arc getting
67 tons.

Mr. BRAND: You are getting less than
60 tons.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
through your neck.

Mr. BRAND: If I am talking through

my neck then the Auditor- General is also
talking through his neck.

The SecrRETARY FOR MIxes:
June.

Mr. BRAND: We are entitled to rely on
a statement made by the Auditor-General.

The Secretary ror Mixgs: Up to the end
of June.

Mr. BRAND: He reported on the under-
taking for the last financial vear. If the

Minister has an effective reply then I should
like to hear it.

“The SecreraRy ror MiNes: Then why not
sit down and give me a chance?

Mr. BRAND: The Minister has spoken

You are talking

That is up to

on the vote, and I am_ only entitled to
twenty-five minutes, which I have not yet
exhausted.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
while you are speaking.

Mr. BRAND: I will resume my seat in
order that the Minister may reply. T hope
he will take the matter in hand and that he
will check up on the statements that have
been made.

The SecreTary rFor Mixes: I
with you and your Government.

Ttem (Department of Mines—Chicf Office)
agreed to.

At 420 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN : By agreement I shall
now proceed to put the questions for the
balance remaining unvoted.

I cannot speak

will deal

Vores PasseD UNDER OPERATION OF STANDING
OrDER 307 AND SEssIONAL ORDER.

Under the provisions of Standing Order
307 and the Sessional Order agreed to by
the House on 29th August last, the questions
for the following votes were put by the
Chairman and agreed to:—

Department of Mines—Balance of Vote,
£42 472,
Department of Labour

and Industry,
£100,186.
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Department of Railways, £4,625.000.
Trust and Special Funds Estimates,

£6,344,673.
Loan Fund Account Estimates, £4,350,000.

Supplementary Estimates, 1933-34—
£ s d
Revenue . .. B3709 5 4
Trust Funds ... 444215 156 9
TLoan Fund Account ... 314216 8 2
Vote of Credit, on account, 1935-36,

£3,550,000.

The House resumed.

The CHArrRMAN reported that the Committee
had come to certain resolutions, and asked
leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.

The TREASURER (Hon. W, Forgan
Smith, Mackay): 1 move—
“ That the resolutions be received
to-morrow.”

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 4.27 p.m.





