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1216 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

TUESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1934. 

J\h. :3PE'.KEH (lion. G. Pollock, Grr-uory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIOI\:S. 

AssiSTA:\CE TO Ll\E}IPI.ODIEKT REl.lEF vVoHKEHS 

AT l'HRlsnrAS; REPORT oF DnARniENT OF 

LABOrR ,\xD li\Dl:STRY. 

J\lr. KEX:\'Y (Coo/,) a:--kt d the Secretary 
fnr Labour and Industry-

" 1. \Yhat would be the approximate 
additional r-oet emailed in giving two 
\Yceks' pay in lieu of inteiTnittent relief 
work and rations during the forthcorning 
( 'hri~tlJWS ~eason '! 

·· 2. In view of tlh} ~1l'LUTlL":-; of the 
tc rrnination of the pcrioL1 allo\ved for 
discu~sion of the Estin1ate.:3, when will 
the annual report of his dcpartrne11t be 
presented to P:nlian1ent ?'' 

The SECRETARY FUR PL:BLIC lN
STRCCTIO::'\ (Hon. F. A. Cooper, JJrem.er), 
for the SECRE'L\HY FC'R LABOlJR AI\D 
1.1\DUSTRY (Hon. J\l. l'. Hync., 1'rncns
·ciilr ), replied-

.. 1. £202.632. To 3:ai~e t}J]~ arnount 
v;ould nece~sit.ate an increase HJ the tax 
nf :0.3 pt'r cent. 

·· 2. TliL· _l:epo~-,t \Y1ll he r:~escnted as 
:"'00!1 .a~ lJO~:::I ble .. 

PAY.:\IE:\IS FOR l?rR~ HA.t:E OF :3oLDJ:E.R SETTLE

~IE~l' RETAIL STORES. 

)Jr. l{E::\::\Y tCr;ol,) a<:kYd the :Secretary 
{or Public Lancb-

... I-Ias thi3- year's iiL"'taline lt on the 
Soldier SettlPnF·nt HC'tcnl Stores yet 
been paid·: I£ eo. ,,-hat 'llnount.s have 
been apportioned to principal rcrJa "';·
ruent aud inten>ct respcctin:1y ':" 

The SECRETARY FOR FCDLIC LA:'-iDS 
(UoH. P. Pease, Hu urrl) replied-

" The <kpartrnental rec·ordp with 
rdcrence to the Soldier Settlement Retail 
Stores arc ~L\·ai1ab~e fol" perusal l1y n.ny 
hon. 111e1nbtr at 111y oflice. 1

' 

PAPERS. 

The folloy,·ing- pnprrs wcr·~ lft]J on the 
tab'e :-

RE>gnlations :'\a'. 432 to 4:05 under "The 
Priinur:~- Produce-rs' Organisation 
and J\larketing Acts, 1926 to 1932." 

Arnendn1e-nt~ of and additions to th0 
Bar)p, Board Hail Insurance Scheme 
Regulations under "The Pri1nary 
Producer~' Organi.satior: aJJd Market
ing Acte, 1926 to 1932 .. , 

VOTE OF CREDIT. 

ON AccorNr, 1935-36. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His E;.:ccllt•Hcv the Lieutenant-Governor of 
a mes~ag(• re~ornrncnding that provision be 
rrnade, on accou11t. for the serviC(-')S of the 
several departments of the public service 

for the year ending 30th June, 1936, of the 
following amounts:-

From the Conmlidatcd Revcnu<, 
Fund of Queensland (exclu
siYe of the n1onevs standing 
to the credit of the Loan 

£ 

Fund Account) the sum of 1,800,000 
From the Trust and Special 

Funds. the sum of .. 1. 000,000 
From the moneys standing to 

thP credit of the Loan Fund 
Account. the snm of 750,000 

Message mdPrE>d to be referred to Com
mittee of Supply. 

i-'l~PPLJDIEKTARY ESTIMATES, 1933-34. 

J.lr. SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His Excellencv the Licutenant~GoYernor of 
~ message tn1nsmitting the Supplementary 
Estimates for the :year 1933-34. 

Estimates ordered to be printed, and 
rdcned to Committee of Supply. 

SCSPENSION OF STA::\'DING ORDERS. 

T'A,SAGE OF BILL~ THROrGH ALL STAGES IX 
Ox~: DAY . 

The PRKvliER (Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith, 
Jf,tckay): I moYc-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
Le snspendcd as would othenvise prc~ 
Ycnt the rcc~:·iving of Resolutions from 
Committees of Supply and \Vays and 
:VIcans on the 'ame day as they shall 
haYe pa~sed in those Comn1ittees, an_d 
the passing of Bills through all then 
stage-; in cue da~?-" 

()ucstion put and passed. 

SL:PI'LY. 

HESL)lPTiox oF Co:.r:\UTTEE-EsTDIATES
SrxTEENTH ALLOTTED DAY. 

(Jfr _ _f{un,.:;on) Buranrlrl, in tl11 clulir.) 

EsrmATES rx CHIEF, 1934-35. 

DEPAF.DIEXT or J rsTICE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question ~tatcd-

·' That £21.450 be granted for 
· Departmem of Justice-Chief Office." 

c\Ir. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [10.36 a.m.]: At 
the outset I wish to say how pleased every
one in this Chan1ber is to ~f'C you again in 
t:'lf' chair, ~lr. IIdnsoE .. quite rccoyercd fron1 
,, our recPnt illness and enjoying your usual 
gnod health again. 
Ho~mrRABLE }1F:}IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

::\Ir. GLEDSOK: Dealing "·ith the report. 
of the Friendly Societies, Queensland has 
been exceptionally fortunate in baYing n1en 
like :Hr. RoLert Rendle, who was Registrar 
of Friendly Societies in QuePnsland for so 
runny years, and J\Ir. G-eorge PortC'r, "\Vho 
has been the Rcgi::'trar since his rctircrncnL 
\Ve have also been fortunate in ha,-ing the 
assistance and achice of J'vlr. Rendle as 
oflicial Yalucr for the friendlv societies, 
although he has retired from active partici
pation in the administration of the Regis
trar-General's oflice. 

The ceport that has just been issued by 
the Registrar contains some illuminating 
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appertaining to friendly . socie
g the past few years the fn.en?ly 
common with all other soc1~t1es, 
experiencing very. lean tm~es. 

that impressed me m connectiOn 
report was the statement that .had 

for the investment of the savmgs 
heen accum11lated in t~e past the_ir 
would not have bee1_1 m the satis-

. they are. Qmte a consider-
would have been sustained during 
of the depression had it not been 

interest payments received by the 
societies. 

discloses the fact that the total 
of the friendly societies decreased 

year from 66,135 to 65,220, 
and 9,606 females, while the 

membership decreased from 61,305 
283 52 157 males and 9,126 females. 
fio-~ues 'are evidence that a large num
the people in Queensland realise the 

conferred by friendly societies on 
members. 

Registrar, lYir. Porter, has not con-
his activities to the city; a!"d I tak.e 

of commending h1m for h1s 
in other parts of the State. Wher
was invited to attend at fnendly 

he did so; and he thus met 
who are engaged in carrying on the 

of the societies, and he was able to 
them advice and point out to them the 

culties that would follow if they carried 
()Ut a certain policy. Both Mr. Rendle and 
Mr. Porter have often been frowned upon 
bv the societies because the latter were not 
permitted to do what they .considered the 
proper thing. The good ll;dvwe tendered to 
them by Mr. Porter, for mstance, has been 
looked upon as an endeavof!r to prevent 
them from spending their own money. Some 
of the societies were of the opinion they 
should be able to use the funds in any way 
they wished. At some of the friendly society 
confcHmces, however, the Registrar has been 
able to point out to them that the depart
ment was not endeavouring to prevent them 
from spending their own money, but that 
the whole object was to protect the members 
of the friendly societies and see that the 
benef1ts for which the societies were formed 
were achieved. By personal contact he has 
been able to show that the advice of the 
department has been good advice, and this 
has been followed by good results. 

It will be noted from the report that the 
decrease in membership has been arrested, 
and the percentage of decrease during the 
last year has been very low. Whilst the per
ccmage decrease for Queensland was 2.1 per 
cent .. the decrease in New South Wales has 
been- 5.68 per cent. for males and 8.44 for 
females. These Queensland figures show that 
the friendly societies have practically 
stemmed the tide so far as the decrease in 
membership is concerned. 

Another matter upon which the depart
ment is to be congratulated is that of the 
finances of the societies. They have been 
verv hard hit-some of them have just been 
able to carry on-but it is found that they 
haYe been able to overcome their .difficulties 
and during the year there has been a con
siderable decrease in the amount of arrears 
of money owing to the societies. Quite a 
number of meh and women have been able 
to reduce the amount that they were behind 

1934-2 Q 

and once more make themselves full finan
cial members. 

A matter that is Ycry seldom brought to 
pubcic notice-one hears of it w~en atte:>~
ing conferences of the soc1et1es-Is the diffi
culty and the expense associated with trans
fers of mortgages. It is a matter that 
affects every society in Queensland. Some 
of the branches wish to transfer their mort
gages to their head .centre, but it i~ found 
that this means duphcatmg reg1stratwn and 
fees. This is a matter controlled by the 
Department of Justice, and I ae.k the. Attor
ney-General if he would go mto 1t and 
ascertain whether something could not be 
done to afford relief. A branch in a district 
lends money on mortgage to a member. 
Then for the purpose of complying with the 
law ~nd also keeping the branch finances 
in proper order it is desired to transfer 
the mortgage to the head office. This means 
that the whole procedure has to be dupli
cated. These societies consider, I think with 
some justification, that so long as the mort
gage was properly completed and the fees 
paid in the first instance, the branch should 
not be asked to pay the stamp duties and 
registration fees for the further mortgage 
when the transfer to the head oftice takes 
place. 

Friendly societies have ~~en veq ha~d 
hit by what I may term mdustnal a1d 
clubs." There are certain businesses that 
provide for their own clubs, the employees 
contributing so much each week or month, 
as the case may be, and being then entitled 
to a certain sum in the event of s1ckness or 
death. The principle would be good if these 
aid societies were bound to the same terms 
and conditions as friendly societies, but that 
is not the case. Thev have practically a free 
hand and there is no compulsion on them to 
keep' their funds wlvent by having any 
reserve funds. In so:ne cases they have been 
subsidised by the firms concerned when they 
haYe found themselves unable to meet the 
demands made upon them, but there is no 
provision requiring them to have funds te> 
meet payments in bad times. I do n~t know 
the exact positwn, and I should hke the 
Attorney-General to look into the matter and 
see whether there is anything of importance 
in the statements that are made to this effect, 
and whether there is security for the con
tributors. 

The friendly societies and the building 
societies have, of course, to keep a close 
grip on benefits, and see.ing that ;:w co_m
plaints have reached me m .cor:nectiOn w1t_h 
this matter from my own d1stnct, I take 1t 
that things have been working fairly 
smoothly. 

I think the hon. member for Fortitude 
Vallev and other hon. members on this side 
raised a question that comes under ~he juris
diction of the Department of JustJCe: ~he 
collection of postal votes. The suggestwn 
made by the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley, in my opinion, is a very good one, 
that is that the collectwn of postal votes 
should 'be taken out of the hands of. indi
vidual agents and canvassers for part1cu~ar 
candidates and handed over to the Pohee 
Department. The latter is independent, and 
has nothing to gain or lose as has a candi
date. 

To eYery adult in Queensland has been 
given the right to record his or her vote 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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for the person that he wishes to elect to 
Parliament. Queensland has the most demo
cratic electoral system of any place in the 
world. Every person, upon reaching the age 
of twenty-one years, has no difficulty in 
being enrolled, retaining his name on the 
roll, and exercising the franchise. The prin
ciple of the secret ballot enables an elector 
to vote with perfect freedom according to 
his conscience, but it cannot be claimed that 
the same secrecy prevails in connection with 
the system of postal votes. I have had 
much experience in connection with these 
matters, and I have a very vivid recollection 
of what occurred a few years ago when 1 
was a political candidate. The postal votes 
were not collected and counted on polling
day, but were retained by the returning 
officer, who took charge of them and counted 
them poosibly three or four days, or even 
a week, later. The primary votes gave me 
a lead of eighty-seven and my supporters 
naturally concluded that there was no chance 
of my being defeated. But we did not 
count upon what our opponents were able to 
do. Without. any notifica-tion to me, the 
postal votes were counted three or .four days 
later, and I then found myself twenty-one 
behind. I went along to ascertain how this 
had come about and why I had not received 
a notification to the effect that the postal 
votes were to be counted. I had been told 
that some postal votes had come in, but 
when I asked if those that had been counted 
w_ere on hand on the previous Saturday 
mght I was told that they had come in 
since. However, I was twenty-one behind 
and I could get ·no satisfaction at all as to 
how this reverse was brought about. I was 
able to obtain some satisfaction later on 
when a man definitely informed me that 
persons working in the interests of my 
opponent were able to ascertain the names 
of those people who had not voted on the 
previous Saturday, and they then selected 
the names of persons who were away from 
the electorate or were dead, obtained some
one to sign application forms bearing their 
names, and in that way cast postal votes 
in favour of my opponent. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not believe it. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Whether the hon. member 
believes it or not I definitely assert that I 
am not in the habit of telling lies. I was 
told by this individual that that is what 
they did. 

Mr. KENNY: I do not believe you, 

Mr. GLEDSON: The facts are there and 
that is what happened. This man, who was 
on the committee, told me some time after
wards that that is what occurred. 

Mr. KENNY: Who was he? Give us his 
name and let us have an inquiry right away. 

Mr. GLEDSON: My political opponent 
and this particular man are both gone and 
they are in another place. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You waited until thev had 
gone before you mentioned the matter: 

Mr. GLEDSON: Thev waited until the 
election was over before, they told me what 
happened. These are facts and they can be 
verified by anyone who cares to look the 
matter up. I am satisfied that my state
ment can be amplified by the Attorney
General himself, who has had some experi
ence in connection with these matters. We 

[Mr. Gledson. 

have endeavoured to guard against corrupt 
practices by the institution of the secret 
ballot, but the ballot cannot be held to be 
secret whilst the present system of collect
ing postal votes prevails. Even at subsequent 
elections political agents- filled in applica
tions for postal votes with the exception of 
signing the names. Then they went along 
to individuals to sign the application, 
adding, "We will fix it up." They did not 
insert the address of the applicant, but they 
wrote in the address of some other person, 
and then took along the postal vote certifi
cate for the voter to sign. The body of the 
form contained the same handwriting as 
previous forms, but the same individual 
signed the different forms. I brought 
this matter before the returning officer on 
several occa3ions, but he pointed out that 
as I had won the elections nothing was to 
be gained by kicking up a row about it. 

ii-1r. KENNY: Are you referring to Labour 
plebiscites? 

Mr. GLEDSON: When I speak •about the 
plebiscite for the selection of the Nationalist 
candidate for the Sandgate electorate I shall 
speak definitely, so that the hon. member 
for Cook will be able to understand me. I 
am not raising that question at all just now, 
'l'he Attorney-General is not charged 1vith 
the administration of plebiscites in the 
interests of Nationalist candidates. 
fore, they had nothing whatever to 
this vote. 

Mr. MAXWELL: You are a Simon P:1re all 
right. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I do not know about any 
Simon Pures in connection with this matter, 
but when these things occur it is just as well 
to let this Committee and the people know 
what reallv does occur. If the hon. member 
for Toowong does ,;ot believe me, he can 
refer to "Hansard " and see that I raised 
this matter some time ago. The matter was 
brought before the notice of the returning 
officer, and his reply was, "We know these 
thir:gs are wrong; but you have won the 
election, and what is the use of kieking· up 
a row about it now? Let it go." I am not 
referring to this incident in order that some
thing can be doue now, but in support of 
the proposal t.hat an alteration of the system 
should be made to prevent postal Yotes beir:g 
controlled in this manner. It might b'' sa1d 
that the Nationalist Party can always secure 
more postal votes than the Labour Party, 
and that is why I want the system altered. 
\Ve want to give every elector an oppor
tunity of voting in the manner he thlllks 
fit: but it is peculiar that at election tnnes 
a Labour candidate can obtain a majonty 
of two or three to one on the primary. votes, 
and at the same time have the postal votes 
cast against him by a similar margin. \Ve 
must look for the reason. That reason IS 

not that people who desire to exercise the 
postal vote wish to vote Nationalist as 
against Labour. It is that the agents of the 
Nationalist Party use undue influence w1th 
people who are sick and are not able to go 
to the polls or do not care whether they vote 
or not. In fact, many of them say, " vVhat 
does it matter to us? \Ve do not care how 
the vote goes." 'rhat is how our opponents 
get the majority of postal votes. It _is neces
sary to bring this matter and the mc1dents 
relating to it to the forefront, and ask that 
something be done to preserve the secrecy of 
the ballot in the exercise of postal votes, and, 
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therefore, to support the request of the hon. 
member for Fortitude Vallev and othero that 
the police, or some persons not connected 
with either the candidates or the political 
parties they represent should collect these 
votes and nlace them in the hands of the 
returning officer. That would preserve the 
'ecrecy of the ballot on which not only we 
OU!SBlves, but also the people of Queensland, 
pnde themselves. 

The ATTORNEY-G:BJNERAL (Hon. J. 
Mull an, Carpentaria) [10.57 a. m.): The hon. 
member for Murilla, who apparently desired 
to follow . the hon. member who has just 
resumed hrs seat, has already spoken on this 
vote. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: I said nothing in 
connection with postal yotes. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I too have 
already spoken in reply to a n'umb~r of 
shtem.ents of various speakers, but it is 
advrsable t~at. I sho11ld say something addi
t:onal ~t tlus ]uncturB. My chief reason for 
!Ismg IS to make a few observations on the 
Irresponsible statements made on electoral 
redistribution by the .alleged! v responsible 
Leader of the Opposition on· Friday last. 
Sever:al of his followers also spoke on the 
questwn. Naturally, one looks to the leader 
:Jf the party opposite to give us the policv 
of the Opposition, and it is to that hon 
gentleman's remarks that I propose for ~ 
few moments to address myself. His fust 
statement was-

." This commission will be appointed 
wrthout any justification. As a matter 
of fact, the numbers in the various elec

are infinitely better now' than 
the distribution was made." 

That certainly does not speak very well for 
the distribution to which he refers or for 
the knowledge which the Leader of the Oppo
Sition possesses of the present position. He 
went on to say-

" There is very little difference. There 
was one seat, Merthyr, which had 11,082 
m 1932. To-day the num her is only 
10,238." 

He proceeds-
" As a matter of fact, how could any 

commrsswn complv with the Act and 
provide a more equal redistribution of 
seats? " 

He further states:-
" The numbers in the Yariou;; elec

torates are right to-day in acrordanct) 
with the Act. ,Just a' the hon. member 
for West Moreton has pointed out, 
cannot be any fair alteration unless 
Act is amended. . . . . " 

Bo;Jed down, the Leader of the Opposi
tion made four statements :-

1. That the numbers in various elec
torates arc infinitely better than when 
the redistribution of 1931 was made ; 

2. That the commission could not com
ply with the Act and make a more 
equitable distribution; 

3. That the numbers in the vanous 
l'!ectorates are right to-day in accord
ance with the Act; and 

4. There cannot be any fair alteration 
unless the Act is amended. 

Let us examine the position: A redistri
butioYJ was carried out in 1931, in accord
ance with the provisions of the 1931 Act, 

and slightly over twelve months after the 
redistribution we find this state of affairs:-

Number on roll 
Quotrt ... ... ... 
l'v1aximum in accordance 

Act 
Minimum in accordance 

Act 

531,779 
8,577 

with 
10,292 

with 
6,862 

Two electorates were above the maximt1m, 
while seven were almost so. Five were 
below the minimum. Thus, slightly over 
twelve months after the redistribution the 
total discrepancy in accordance wit,h the Act 
was seven electorates, which clearlv shows 
that the statements made on Fridav last 
by the Leader of the Opposition were not 
in accordance with fact. I do not know the 

where the Leader of the Opposition 
got figures, but the authentic figures 
were available to him if he desired. I am 
not blaming the hon. gentleman; probabl:\' 
ho was busy and left the matter to his pri
vate secretary. At a' l events, the following 
are the figures as at 31st December, 1933:-

Number on roll 527,703 
Quota 8,511 
Maximum in accordance with 

Act 10,213 
Minimum in accordance with 

Act 6,809 

The results in the various electorates are :-
Above the maximum provided: -Seven 

electorates, including Brisbane, Bulimba, 
Fortitude Valley, Hamilton, Kelvin 
Grove, Kurilpa, and Merthyr. 

Closely approaching· the maximum:
Six electorates, including Ithaea, Maree, 
Oxley, Sandgate, South Brisbane, and 
Windsor. 

Below the minimum :-Five elec
torates, including Barcoo, Carpentaria, 
Gregory, W arrego, and Fassifern. 

'rhe Act says that they may be one-fifth 
below or one-f\fth above the prescnbed 
quota. I am not bothering about those 
which are closely approaching the maxi
mum or minimum. Six electorates closely 
approached the maximum, and three closely 
approached the minimum, but I am not 
bothering about them. The allegedly 
responsible Leader of the Opposition told 
this Committee and the ·country generally 
on Friday last that the position was better 
when the figures wer(l compiled than when 
bis redistribution took place, when as a mat
ter of fact on the figures on which he was 
basing his a1·gument seven electorates were 
above the maximum. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN : Tell us how many 
above. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
read the figures, which are-

Brisbane 
Bulimba 
Fortitude Valley 
Hamilton 
Kelvin Grove 
Kurilpa 
Merthyr 

shall 

10,930 
10,239 
10,623 
10,253 
10,228 
10,234 
10,235 

They are all above the maximum. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: Those figures do 
not correspond with the figures of the Leader 
of the Opposition. 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I cannot 
help that. Those are the official figures 

Hon. J. Mullan.] 
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sent to me, and he, too, should have had 
them. 

Mr. BRAND: Did you say the number in 
Merthyr was 10,235? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Ten thou
sand two hundred and thirty-five. From the 
figures I have quoted, it will be seen there 
were twelve electorates above or below the 
prescribed margins. Let us now deal with 
the figures as at 30th June, 1934. These 
figures also were available to the Leader 
of the Opposition, and I am surprised that 
he did not obtain them. As a matter of 
fact, I understand he rang up the department 
and inquired if the figures would be made 
available, and I directed that they be mado 
available immediately; but the hon. gentle-

did not call for them. But I have them 

According to these figures the position then 
\YaS :·--

Electors on the roll. 541,068. 
Quota, 8, 726. . 
Maximum, 10,471. 
.:Vlinimum, 6,981. 

There were ten electorates above the 
1naximum. 

Mr. GODFREY MORG.\X : How much above 
the quota? 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the hon. 
desires, I will read the figures again, 

than bave it stated that I am quib
bling, although I consider it is wasting the 
time of the Committee. Above the maximum 
Vi.-ere~ 

Brisbane 
Bulimba 
Fortitude Valley 
Hamilton 
Kcll'in GroYe 

Oxley 
Sandgate 
Windsor 

Electorates below m1n1n1un1 \VC're-

11,815 
10,716 
11,180 
10,580 
10,850 
10.968 
10,884 
10,524 
10,747 
10,481 

Barcoo 5,923 
Carpentaria 6,336 
F ass if ern 6, 846 
Grcgory 5, 764 
Warrego 6,453 

On the 30th June last the position was that 
were ten electorates above and five 
the prescribed margin, without tak

ing into consideration those electorates 
approaching either margin. Those figures 
indicate that the information that the Leader 
of the Opposition acted upon was rather 
unreliable, to say the least of it, when he 
said the electorates to-dav were in a better 
position than whcm the '1931 redistribution 
took place. 

According to the statement made the other 
clay by the hon. member for Wynnum, the 
Federal law prescribes three conditions under 
which a redistribution of seats may take 
place. One is whenever the numbers of mem
bers in the House of Representatives are 
altered in the various States, another is when 
one-quarter of the electorates are above or 
below the margin prescribed by the Com
monwealth Electoral Act, and the third one 
is whenever the Governor-Genera] in Council 

[Hon. J. MnUan. 

thinks fit. The Act passed by the Moorc 
Government in 1931 provides for a complete 
or partial redistribution when the numbers 
of electors are so much above or be)ow the 
margin that, in the opinion of the Governor 
in Council, it is considered necessary. That 
which is a virtue in the Moore Government. 
must not be regarded as a vice in the La-bour 
Government. If the M oore Government 
were justified 'in having a redistribution in 
order to equalise the number of electors in 
the electorates it would be equally justifiable 
for the Labour Party to do so. 

The Leader of the Opposition migi<t have 
had the courtesy to ask the 
whether we intended to have a 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: I asked you that 
question. 

The ATTORNEY-GE:\TERAL: I am deal
with the Leader of the Opposition 
get up and spoke on the ~"--'u'"'""'~·u 

a redistribution of seats was to 
Ylr. MOORE: I read a statement from the 

press . 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
read out some 

pursue that rnatter, 
Leader of the Oppo

sition on Friday were a sad cornrnentary on 
>Yhat should be the attitude of responsible 
men in Parliament. He stated-

" Just as the hon. member '\Vest 
Moreton has pointed out there cannot be 
anv fair alteration unless thf' Act is 
an;ended, or unless another 
taken-and I hate to think that 
mernbers opposite would connive at such 
a proposal-that is, to place false figures 
on the electoral rolls so as fo make 
the boundaries suitable, and then after
·.var-ds to say that the people mmt have 
gone away or that they must have died. 
There is the suggestion that 
be done, and, in fact, it has been 

" The Secretary for Public Instruc
tion : Falsify the rolls? 

" Mr. MooRE: Yes. I .make no secret 
of it; it has been done before. A 
very fertile imagination bas been respon
sible for the suggestion that people may 
be placed on the various rolls and then, 
after the elections, it could be said that 
they must have gone somewhere else." 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: You know that 
happened. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That is a 
shocking statement for the Leader of the 
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Opposition to make. I can excuse the hon. 
member for Murilla. I do not mind what 
the hon. member for Murilla might say on 
ouch a matter, but I do deplore the fact 
that the Leader of the Opposition should 
make such a statement as that. It is a 
serious charge against not only the Govern
ment but also all the officials associated with 
the compilation of the electoral rolls. It is 
a charg<> against the officials of the Chief 
Electoral Office. Every Electoral Registrar 
throughout Queensland, hundreds of police
men and tens of thousands of electors would 
have to co-operate in the corrupt practice 
and in the eorr1n1if.1:2ion of this serious offence. 
It could not be done without co-operation. 
How could any Government-if they were 
really foolish enough to attempt it-pack and 
'lull' the rolls as the Leader of the Opposition 
euggcstcd without the co-operation of the 
police, the Chief Electoral Office officials, the 
Electoral Registrars throughout the' Star.c. 
and the elcdors thcm,clves ·; It is sham. ful. 
and it is a scandalous tnisuF<c of the priy]lcgr'" 
of Parliameut for the Leader of the Opposi
tion to suggest it. Even if the hon. mem
ber v,rantcd to do this-certainlv we as a 
Go,·crnmcnt do not-he would' find that 
neither the electoral officers, nor the police. 
twr the Electcral Rr-gistrar~, nor the tell~ o 
thousands of decent electorR in Queensland 
would lend themselves to this corrupt and 
criminal act. Of course, it is the old 
Tory policy, as old as that party itself, to 
impugn the honestv of Labour electors and 
to- slander Labour ~Gcrn~rnn1ents. !-lo\Yever, 
the court records >vill show that Labour elec
tor'-' arc jm~t as hm1e~t and just as decent as 
members of the Opposition or the people who 
support th:m. If the Committee required 
cornparl:5ons in this respect, I could quote 
figures 1n connectio11 \Vith incon1e tax prosc
c·ntions, custorns pro~ecutions. and other 
things. 1-I O\YC'Yer. I a1n not going into such 
matters to-day. Such an attack on the pro
l1ity of Labour is quite usual here; it is not 
unusnal an:-where in the ranks of the Tory 
Partv. I remember that twentv-one vears 
ago ·the ]atf' " Andy " Fisher Was ass.ailed 
in the same wav after the 1913 election. 
,\fter the 1913 Commonwealth elections. one 
of the first st~temcnts made in the Common
\\c'al!h Parliament by the leaders of the new 
Govermnent YYas that Fisher and his party 
had indulged in impersonation, dnplic ation, 
roll stuffing, falsification of rolls. and cor
ruption. These statements were made in the 
Federal Parliament by responsible leaders 
of the pari~y to which hon. members opposite 
owe allegiancC'. lVlr. Fishc·r, in bis dignifi~d 
and honest way, point0cl out that eYer: 
Libcra~ on;anisation had tna£10 tht: ~~c 'll::;:l

tion " That the conduct of the ek"tion 
,,·a--; innnoral nnd \Vickf'cl." The ~uQ·grs
tio" was ma,de that the electors were so 
corrupt and immoral that they voted more 
than once at the elections. The press restated 
that case in sc:1re headline,; publicly denounc
ing t.he transgressors, and the reports \\'ere 
cYen cabled to London, where the good name 
of Australia was defamed bv the nublication 
of allegations that the people had been guilty 
of these practices. Fisher challenged the 
Government of the clay to investigate the 
accusations, and the Government were cor· 
nered. They had to hold the investigation; 
thev dared not refuse. Sir William Irvine, 
the' Commonwealth Attornev-General of the 
day, had to promulgate a special rf~gulation 
permitting the breaking of the sealed packets 
and extracting the whole of the rolls of the. 

Commonwealth. They were all checked. and 
we have the result in documents in our 
library. The statements made on that 
occasion were exact! v similar to those made 
in this Committee D~ Friday last, and they 
were conclusively refuted. A select committee 
was appointed to inquire into the allega
tions of roll-:::\tuffing and corru11t pr ·crire.~ 
prior to ancl during the 1913 Gornmom,~c'::tlth 
elections, and it reported-

" The allegations of roll-stuffing that 
had been made by a number of respon
sible newspapers throughout the Com
monwealth were effectively disposed of 
by the eYidence given b~- :Ylr. R. C. 
Oldham. Chief Electoral Of!icer of the 
Conunolnvca:th, as the following ques
tions and answers will show:-

'You haYe heard the statement so 
frelluently made that the number of 
pet·sons enrolled \vas in excess of the 
number of residents in the sP\·cral 
States? I ha Ye. 

' Doe:;: -your department rnake 
inquiries i1ito matters of that kind'! 
\Ye knmY that there must alwa)·s be 
an excess of enrohnent under the Con1-
mon"·calth electoral law at the date 
of an dectiou, as. indeed. under the 
clecto,ral la\\::-; of rH~ar]y the ;vhole <?~ 
the Statei-, llHlSlllUCll as f'lll'OiiHCnt l"' 

allowed to proceed np to the' date of 
the issue of the >nits. At that date 
therr' ll1"LFt be a great many incornplete 
transfPl'~. and there n1ust iuevirably 
be a OTPat 1nanY dunlications that 
haYe "~~ uce'1 adfusted~ J\lany objec
tions 1nusr be 1n process of lnatnra
tion at ihe tinw. ~"11 these factors go 
tr1 rnakc np a ~tnplus.age of ua1nes on 
the roll~ at any given moincnt. The 
excr~~ n1ust run into nlan:- thousands, 
and it is absolutelY unavoidablf~ unde1~ 
the existing 1aw. ·~ If then' were no 
excess, all qualifted persous could not 
be enro:lecl. 

' Did your invcstlgat-icn:;: ;;.;upport 
the public·ly ex[ll'l'''''d stat~ment that 
roll-stuffino- was prac!Jsecl before the 
last cetH::Ol~al election? 1 undcr~tand 
' roll-stuffing · to mean the placing· of 
bogus names on the roll,; for the pn;·
pose of carr:nng an elPehnn,. Then~ IS 
no cvidf'llC'P of such a tlung hav1ng 
orcunecl. \Ye bave signed and wit
nesserl elaims for nearly the \Yhole 
of the electors of the Commonwealth. 
\Ye haYe never had anv evidence of 
fraud of the kind referred to. \Ve 
han· evidence that ecectors who have 
moved from one place to another, and 
fa,ilcd to cciye us information of their 
preYiou~ ~nrolm-ent, have se~nred a 
double enrolment for the time being. 
\Ye have a loo e,-idence that a small 
percentage of persons who w'•re under 
agP secured enrolment prior to the 
general election.' " 
" ThcrP were n1anv sensational state

ments macle that ~louble Yoting and 
impersonation had been e'<ten.si,-ely 
tn·actised during the laet Commonwealth 
election, but no evidence was given to 
substantiate them. On the other hand, 
the evidence of the Chief Electoral 
Of!icer goes to prove conclusively that 
nothing aunormal occurred-

' Did you find that any very large 
number of duplicate votes had been 
recorded? Ko. The inquiry disclosed 

Hon. J. Mullan.] 
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nothing of an abnormal character. 
\V e look forward to something like 
from decimal 2 to decimal 3 per cent. 
of errors in the marking of the rolls 
in connection with a general election. 
vYo have 7,441 polling-places, and if 
we have less than one error in the 
marking of the roils in respect of each 
poiiing-place we are below the normal 
average. X othing abnormal was dis
eloserl by the inquiry, and conse
quently we did not proceed further 
with it. 

'rn1 • -
..L uere \V .as uotrnng to lead vou or 

vour officers to believe that thei·e had 
been an organised attempt at dupli
cate voting' No. There might have 
been individual cases of fraud, but 
there was no tangible evidence. In 
my judgment, it is clear from the 
inquiries rnade, that the~·e vvas no 
organised attempt at double voting. 

'Have you any knowledge of anv 
eorrupt voting in connection with the 
I ast general election" Has anv case 
been reported to you? \Vo arc· invc)s
tigating isolated cases where it would 
appear on the surface that electors 
had attempted to vote more than 
OJ,CP. In several ra:-rs which havo 
been investigated it has . transpired 
thar there was no dreliberate attempt 
to "•cure two vote". It has been found 
that two declarations were signed as 
the result of some misunderstanding 
between the elector and the presiding 
officers. Sevpral of these cases were 
still under consideration. But of the 
whole number of persous who recorded 
their votes, I will say that there is not 
half a dozen in resp~ct of horn there 
is an,v tangible evidence at pre~ent 
that they voted more thau one<·.' " 

?\Tot half a dozen cases in the whole Com
rnonwcalth ~ Then the connnission in its 
iinding/3 states-

.. Your committee. having tnade a 
~l·ar0hing inquiry into the n1anv charges 
that have been ma.de as to the conduct 
of the general elections held on the 
31st 1\1ay last, are satisfied that there 
"' "' no evidence placed before them 
"ufficient to sustain any of snch charges. 

"Xo witnc:<os \Vas in a position to say 
that he had any personal information 
of unlawful practices. Export evidence 
went to show that every possible pre
cautJon was taken to prevent fraud. 

.. Recognising the large increase in 
tlH• number of voters at the elections 
•the total of which was the highest on 
rr•c·ord for the C-:munonwealth) your com
nnttee feels sat1sfied that the evidence 
discl?ses remarka.b!y few cases of irregu
lantJes m connectiOn therewith. 

"Your committee ·desire to record 
their appreciation of the efficient and 
c·apablo manner in which the electoral 
authorities conducted the election." 

That was the result of the wild charges 
made by the Tory Party ! Eqlllally wild 
wPre the charges made by members of the 
Opposition Party on Friday last through 
their Leader, the hon. member for Aubigny, 
and I venture to assort that were a com
mi,iou appointed its report would reveal the 
samr- resulte. The Fisher Government, as 
a rbult of the finding of that commis-

fHon. J. M1tllan. 

sion, were vindicted and the g·ood n•ame of 
Australia wao cleared. As proof of the 
soundness of the findings of that commis
sion we have the results a few months later 
of a double dissolution o£ the Federal 
Houses. The Fisher Government were 
returned by an ovPrwhelming majority ar:d 
the O]lponents of the progress of Australla 
were hul'1cd lnto ob1iYiou. 

Coming down near home, these Simon 
Purcs of the Tory Opposition had a redis
tribution of seats in 1931. According to a 
member of that p:uty the number of seats 
in this J:'ar!Jament then proposed was 
arrived at after a great deal of investiga
tion by the Government and by the caucus 
of the Tory Party. Why did they have this 
im·ostigation? vYhy did they inquire as to 
what number of members was most smtable 
-not for Queensland, but for the present 
Opposition? They had experts analysing 
the figure-, back to fifty and up to 100. 
The experts plainly told the Government 
of the day that there was only one way in 
,,-hich thev could maintain their control of 
t.lw Government and keep us in perpetual 
opposition, and that was by reducing the 
number of members to sixty-two. "Why did 
the pxperts gi,-c that adviee? 

1\Ir. Gon'REY 1\foRGAN: Experts are 
ahvay~ 1vrong. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Were 
hon. members opposite not foolish to take 
their advice' (Government laughter.) The 
experts followed that up by this modo of 
reasoning : " The Labour Party holds many 
of tht' mining seats, the pastoral seats, and 
most of the ::-.Jorthern seats, all of whiCh 
are rmnote £ro1n the seat of governn1ent. 
These electorates are in the sparsely popu
iated parts of Queensland. Therefore, in 
the ratio bv '' hich vou reduce the number 
of rnernbers. of Par1i~rnent vou increase the 
quota and the numbers of voters required for 
a ginm elector,ate, and to the extent that 
vou increase thP quota vou reduce the pos
~iiJilitv- of the Labour l'artv securing seats." 
~l'hat ~vas the obvious reason for a reduction 
in tht· nuruber of n1ernbers in this Parlia
ment. The result was that Labour scab 
in the pastoral area' were combined and 
Labour seats in the rnineral areas:: vvcre 
also combined. But they reckoned without 
their host-the indignant electors on elec· 
tion da v. TheY spent days and da}' on 
this im:estigation. Hon. members oppo
site boasted outside Parliament that, as 
a result of their investigation and the 
redistribution \Vhich followed. they wore 
entrenched for a g·eneratiou. They said. 
·· Onl~ a rniraclc can di~place u:<.," and 
the miracle happened. (Government laugh
ter.) The L0ader of the Opposition, who 
prates about democracy, showed very little 
regard for it wlwn he was Leader of the 
Government. because we all know that he 
agreed to, and in fact was one of the prin
cipal m·gers in his party, for a wholesale 
didranchisenwnt of tens of thousands of 
electors at the last election. Was it not 
the Leader of the Opposition who urged the 
Cabinet and the caucus to make it more 
cliilkult for electors to be enrolled? (Opposi
tion dissent.) I say definitely. and I call 
upon the Leader of the Opposition when he 
spcu.ks to deny it. that he in Cabinet and 
in caucus urged that in order to reduce ~he 
po<sihility of the Labour Party secu_rmg 
office again. it must be made three times 
harder for a man to get his namE> on the 
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dectoral roll; hence the residential quali
fications of three months instead of one 
month. (Opposition interruption.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. MOORE: You must have been listen
ing behind the door! (Opposition laughter.) 

The ATTORNEY-GE,NERAL: The Leader 
of the Opposition then know that we were 
passing· through the worst period of unem
ployment in the history of Queensland. 
:Vlore seasonal "\Vorkers-xneat, pastoral, and 
sugar \Yorkers~than ever before were travel
ling .. on the boot " from place to place, 
and it "'tS not possible in those days for 
tens of thomands of workers to remain three 
n1onths in any given electorate, so that the1·e 
\vas no possibility of their securing Yotes. 
C\ obody knew that better than the then 
Leader of the Government, yet nobody 
urged more strongly in Cabinet and caucu.; 
that that should be clone. ·what \Yas the 
result'? Rolls were stacked against Laboui 
by reason of n1en being disfranchised, and 
a rcdi~trilJution \..,as carrlcd out, according 
to the hon. member for Hamilton, " after 
a great deal of investigation." In spite· of 
all these things the La hour Party defeated 
the Government: had the rolls contained the 
names of rdl those who should have been 
enrolled the Labour Partv would have 
rmnihilatccl the Torv Partv. 'The hon. mem
b<~r for Toowong k1~wws it~ is truc--

::Vlr. ::\lAXWELL: It is untrue. 

The ATTOR-:\'EY-GEC\ERAL: \Yhat 1s 

untrue? (Laughter.) I have been in many 
redistributions. I haYe lost my seat. As 
a matter of fact, I think the hon. me-mber 
for \Vnmum will recall the time when I 
was vvi"ped out for Charters Tovvcrs bee ,~~use 
of an injudicious redistributiOn of seat•. 
The pretended reason for the redistribLJtion 
that took place in 1911 was not that it \Yas 
urgent, but the Qoyemmcnt of the day hit 
upon the ingenious plan that hencefcJrth 'vo 
shou le! have single electorates in Queensland 
instead of double electorates. The result 
was that Labour, holding· most o[ the double 
Plectorates, had them divided by law, and 
in the course of diYision it was natural that 
the Ton- .Partv should in some c-ases be able 
to secm~e one "of the seats where there 11·as 
no hope of their securing it in a double 
electorate. 1tly O\Yn seat at Charters 
Towns was a· notable example of that, 
and Fortitude Valley and Rockhampton 
were other examples. In fact, I remem
ber that in the redistribution at Rockhamp
ton the Governn1ent tvere so concerned 
about the communitv of interest~thcy 
wanted apparentlv to' retain ::\' orth Rock
hampton, as it was called~that they crossed 
the Fitzroy Itiver and put a big slice on 
the other side of the river into Rockhamp
ton itself so as to obtain that precious 
•; r:oainlunity ( f intere·T,t." That is an 
(-•xa111ple of' whnt Tory GoYernnJents haye 
clo11c! 

The, Tory Party have always been com
plaining about inflated rolls.~ TLo rea::,on 
giYcn by hon. rncmbcrs opposite is that there 
is a greater number of elel·tors on the State 
roll:; ih'ln on the CornrnolH\'Cnlth ro1b. It 
is truo that in rnost r:tses the StaJc rolls are 
nunwrioal1v grcatPr than the Corntiion,vcalth 
rolls. In , 1923 there \Ye re 27.417 more on 
the State rolls than the Commonwealth 
rolls. in 1930 35,~90 more, and in 1931 ~2.070 
1norc. \Yhen the ).:Ioorc GoYCl'll!ncnt went 

to the country there were 13,080 more 
electors on the State rolls. The reason for 
that is obvious~we have a better system of 
enrolment. As evidence of that, I refer to 
the fact that a canvass of the rolls took place 
previous to the Federal electiom, and the 
State Government assisted the Common
wealth bv instructing the State police to 
assist. The result is that the present f 'om
monwcalth roll is the best in the histon of 
the C'ommonwPalth. and at the saw" i: ""' 
the State roll was improved. At rhe pre
sent time there is a difference of onlv about 
500 names between the numbers on thP two 
rolls, \-vhcrcas in recent years the diffcrenf'e 
was from 30.000 to 50.000. Of the total popu
lation 57.77 per ccut. are qualified to b<•col!J<' 
electors. Bearing that percentage in rnind~ 
it will be found that the number, on th<' 
Stato rolls haYe lwen accurate, and rhr• 
C~Oll1lnmnYoa1th roll has been inaccura tP. 

Thi~ is the fn·st tin1<~ an opportuuity ha~ 
been afforded of proving the arcurac·y of the 
State roll .as against the C'on1I1lOllWP"dth 
roll, and we cannot apply a better tc -t than 
a calculf1tion based on the faet that 57.77 ner 
cPnt. of the population an~ entitled to ..-Ore. 
On thjs basis we g·et this n:sult-

GPneral 
Election. 

Xo. of 
l!~lect.ors 
:B;nrolled. 

Estimated 
Population. 

Xo. of 
Electors 

on hasi.:: of 
57·77 prr 
ceut ni 

Povulation. 

-----~ ~-------1--------1----~~-

1920 
1929 
1932 

478,097 
ii09,999 
52:J,9H 

852,000 
b96,000 
93±,000 

J02,(r]f) 
;)l i,J-!(l 
539, JS5 

So that in tho~e years \H~ <:oulcl ll •Ye l1'1d 
13.933, 7.441. <ll!Cl .13,441 more on tlw ru1J, 
wit 1 out any v.-arrant for a sugge.:;;' ioll of 
inflation. 

The Leader of ihe Opposition ha, been 
coniinuallv harping on the question of the 
inflation Of rolls. and roll-~tuffing. _\c.. fn r 
back as 1927 lw stated that the State rolle had 
in Jl.-!ay, 1926. 484.212 names on them. and the: 
Commonwealth in April. 1926, had 449,051 
\Yhich, he said, showc>d that the State had 
35,161 more names on than it should have 
had. The census is the only reliable meails 
bv which these matters can be chcckell. 
a~d what arc the facts as represented b,,
those figurce? If we take 57.77 per cem. 
of 867,643~the e<timated population at that 
tirne~we get the figure for the electoral 
population of 501,237. At the time the hon. 
gentleman quoted those figures, in 1927, there 
were onlv 484,212 names on the roll. and 
the cen·,_t;s now -discloses that there could 
haYe been 27,025 more namE"l on the roll. 

:Wr. GODFREY MoRGAN: What about the 
number of electors not eligible to vote? 

The ATTORXEY-GE-:\'ERAL: They are 
all raken into consideration. The figures 
I ha vc qnotecl demonstrate the unreliability 
of th.e wild statements that have been made, 
and an analysis of the facts completely 
refutes the charges made. 

I haYe been administering the electoral 
office for about twelve years, and I appre
ciate the great difficulty of keeping people 
on the roll. The nomadic hab1ts of many 
people, and the existence in this State of 
seasonal industries, the workers in which 

Hon. J. Mttllan.] 
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tra ye] from one centre to another, make it 
difficult to keep a roll up to date. Hon. 
mul!lbers clo not realise how difficult it is to 
keep pace with the changes that take place 
iJJ many electorates. To give the Committee 
an idea I will quote the number of additions, 
deletions, and transfers onlv that have taken 
place during a few years. ·They are-

1926 191,000 
1927 123,000 
1928 137,000 
1929 184,000 
1930 131,000 
1931 133,000 

To add to the -difficultiP; there are the arri
Yab and departures, perhaps over 50,000 each. 
In some cases there have been as many 
as 150.000 arrivals and departures in ono 
Year. Before tho Commonwealth Electoral 
('o:Hmission that sat in connection with this 
matter it was shown that \Yith an electoral 
population for the Commonwealth in 1925 
of 3. 090,000, there were no fewer than 
1.5ll. OJO changes in one year. There was a 
clwl!!tc in the whole of the electorates of 50 
per C:•'llt. per annum, and in the metropolitan 
arr·u the proportion rose as high as 80 per 
ceJ.t. These figures will gi,·e the Committee 
cOl!Jl' idea of the stupendous task confronting 
th<· <'lcdoral office. The Commonwealth elec
tonl ufEco. as \vell as our own, has admitted 
t be• difli.cnltv. 'l'ho f'hicf Electoral Officer 
for tlF=- Co!n~rnonwealth son1c time ago stated 
b···forc a commission that it \Yas impossible 
to tra'" 10 per cent. of the migratory popu
la!ioJJ. HP admitted that because of the 
imrwrfcct methods employe-d these people 
wer0 not on any roll. I say here, and I have 
,aid it before, that a g·ood electoral roll 
is onP that it is easy to get on and hard to 
get off: a11cl Queensland's is the best example 
of such a roll in Anstralia. I know the 
dang·\'1'. hut can anv hon. n1C1nber show me 
an alternati\"e that would not result in disen
franchising tens of thonsanclc; of people? Tho 
Qncr·mland electoral roll is to-day the best 
in .\u tralia. but I have had insults and 
sh ndcrs }nirletl a£'ross the Chrtrnber vear 
after yC'al' \vhile I ha Ye been administe~ring 
this department. All such accusations have 
!wen conYincingly answered: ancl in spite of 
tlw nntinued taunts of the Tories as to what 
shoni<l be done they haYe neYer been game 
enough to do it! Time and again I have 
inYit<'d any member of the Opposition, the 
""hole of the Opposition if they wish, to visit 
the electoral office and inspect its ramifica· 
lions and the methods employed, and to chock 
up for themselves to see if anvthing is wrong. 
Ylany of them did take ad~'antage of that 
im·itation. hut found nothing. After such 
accn<ations had b<'en made the Opposition 
0rcnpied the Government benches for three 
years. Th0y did nothing, but they now repeat 
their charges. If the accusations they make 
no\\· arE' true they could ha\"e been proved 
and the matter rectified when thev wore in 
officn. The fact that thev took ~o action 
>ho·,,-, that there is absolut~lv nothing- in the 
ricliculon:::. rnischievous. and ~slanderous state
ment made by the Leader of the Opposition 
on Friday last, 

If I were looking for inspiration in order 
to do anything \1 rong in connection with 
electoral rolls, I should not seek advice from 
m cm hers on this side of the Committee. It 
\\·ould undoubtedly be to the Opposition 
ben: hes that I would go. As an example 
of what happened in the good old days, 

[Hon. J. Mttllan. 

I will give hon. members a recital of occur
rences in the Cook electorate. In 1883 there 
existed a famous voting place called Cali
fornia Gully. Fourteen electors are said to 
han' recorded their >otes thereat, but the 
returning- officers and scrutineers, when count
illg the '\·ote,, gave the number as 379. At 
Halpin"s Creek in the Cook-Cook was a 
!iYely place in those days-twenty-five people 
Yotcd, but when the returning officer and 
scrutineers counted the votes there were 114. 
That \\·as in the bad old days prior to the 
ach-cnt of the Labour Party. The Leader of 
the Opposition on Friday last talked glibly 
about democracv. Fancy a g-entleman who 
tried to create· an irremovable Legislative 
Council talking about democracy! It cer· 
tainly is humorous. 

I now wish to deal with many other 
matters raised by other hon. members duri.ng 
the course of the debate. The bon. member 
for Dulimba. the hon. meml:Jer for Merthyr, 
and the hon.' member for Ipswich have raised 
the question of postal voting. I am pre. 
pared to consider any proposal to safeguard 
the rights of unfortunate individuals who 
haYe to exercise the franchise by means of 
the postal ,-ote. I haYe ha.d a g-roat de::tl of 
expcri('nc·r, ra thcr an unfortunate expenence 
in ~.on-.e cases, of how it can bo rnanipula.ted 
in an unscrupulous fashion. I ren1en1ber 
that on one occasion in n1y own electorate 
uo fewer than 27.5 por cent. of the whole 
c£ the electors, or 2,600 people out of a total 
enrolment of 9 515 yoted bv that method. 
I vi Yidlv recall the extrao;dinarv expedi
ents that \Yero employed by the canY::assers for 
the Tory Party. I am sure tha,t, the present 
hon. member for Charters I owers well 
rcrHen1bcrs the time when the rnine manager 
in his district impressed upon the voter 
how very careful. he should be to spell the 
name of the candid1ate correctly. The un
fortunate elector would then say, " How do 
you spell the name of Mr. -- ?" and 
~so on. Of course, they a.]so employed the 
scheme of the blotting paper-the elector 
must not blot the paper ! When the blot
ting paper came back to the office the name 
was quite visible on it. vVhy, nearly eye:·y 
mine man>tger in the Charters Towers dis
trict at that time was a Tory canvasser 
and w:as specially enl}Jloyed to canvass _the 
wivr>s of the men employed in the mme. 
Thcv intimidated them, and hmted that 
thf" "" old rnan would lose his job" unlPH:-i 
he YOted for the Tory Party. En·r~· day 
was a polling day and E~Yery house w~l~ a 
polling-bocth under tllf' conditions that pr"· 
vailccl in those times. Hon. members mray 
rest assured that a.ny proposal to s.afeguard 
the rights of individuals in connection with 
]10stal \"oting· will be thoroughly considered. 
At. the :;a me tinw, I have to be very careful 
that the cure is not worse than the disease. 

The hon. member for Brisbane said that 
the coL!rt vacation was too long and that 
ronsiderablc inconvenience was caused to 
litigants and solicitors. From inquiries that 
I lim·e made I know that many of the 
solicitors are just as keen on the vacation 
as the judges. The judges work very hard 
and it must not be thought that they \York 
onlv when thev are on the bench. Very often 
the. hardest part of their work commences 
when they leave the bench, for they sometimes 
practically devote the whole of their week
end to the preparation of a judgment to be 
delivered on the following Monday. At 
the same time. the ''acation does seem a long 
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one, from lOth December to, say, the first 
week in February, and, perhaps, it may be 
possible to compromise in the matter to 
have a short vacation in midwinter and a 
va.ca tion in the summer. I shall discuss the 
matter with the Chief Jusdce to see if 
something cannot l:;e arranged. Jt may be 
suggested that if the judges were to take 
their vacation regularly throughout the year 
instead of all the judges taking their holi
day" at the one time, it might. be necessary 
to appoint an additional judge, and I want to 
avoid that if I can. It must not be for
gotten that there .is always a vacation judge, 
cne who is on duty during the whole of the 
Christmas holidays to deal with cases in 
Chambers so as to minimise inconvenience 
to the people concerned. · 

The hon. member for Brisbane also refer
red to the pension paid to Mr. Justice Lukin. 
His pension paid by the Queensland Go
vernment is prescribed by law. He receives 
a pension of £1,000 per annum less a reduc
tion of 18 per cent., or of £820, less a further 
reduction by way of payment of unemploy
ment relief tax and a further reduction by 
the. payment of income tax. The present 
Government do not subscribe to the prin
ciple of pensions to judges, and in proof 
0f that I need only remind the Committee 
that many years ago we abolished pensions 
to judges, so far as future appointees 
were concerned. 

The hon. member for Kurilpa referred to 
the delays tha,t occurred in the hearing of 
industrial cases in the Magistrates Court. 
That matter was brought under my notice 
some time ago and I made investigations. I 
found that much of the delay was caused by 
litigants and their solicitors, and that some 
of it w_a,s unavoidal:lle. However, I gave 
mstructwns that under no circu)m.stances 
were industrial cases to be delayed, and, if 
necessary, the courts should sit additional 
days. That is now being done, and I under
stand no del<ay occurs. 

I desire now to refer to some other inter
esting que.stions raised by the hon. member 
for Kurilpa in connection with the Money 
Lenders Act and the Hire-purchase Agree
rnent Act, which he point.ed out w0re being 
evaded. The hon. member <'a \led on me 
some time ago and gave me the hint that 
such was the case. My officers h.'l ve sioce 
thoroughly investigated the matter. I am 
sorry to say that the criticism of the hem. 
member for Kurilpa was well founded, and 
some money lenders have evaded the 
spirit of the Act by charging procura
tion fees. I also found that there has 
been an evasion of the spirit of the Hire
purchase Agreement Act through the 
adoption of what is called the perpetual 
lease contract system. I intend, with the 
approval of the Government-! hope time 
will per _nit me to do it durmg the present 
SE'8.sion-to pass two sn1al1 arnending Bills 
that will make such evasions impossible. 

::V1r. GoDFREY MORGAN : Don't you believe 
in the perpetual lease principle? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Under the 
device that has been adopted a hire-pur
chaser really does not become tne owner of 
the property, because he is stated only to 
hold it under a lease in perpetuity unless he 
pays ls. on demand of the vendor. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Why do you apply 
that principle to land tenure? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That " a 
different thing. '\Ve are now dealing with 
goods and chattels and not >vith real pro
perty. 

The hon. member for Kurilna s)Joke of 
the advisability of placing lega:J knowledge 
at the disposal of people in neces,itous cir
cumstances. We are doing a great deal 
now in that direction. The Public Curator, 
who is the official solicitor, gives a great 
deal of good advice to litigants, while the 
Public Defender, Mr. Salkeld. frequently 
appears in court on behalf of impecunious 
persons and conducts their defence. In 
rnany ·ways \Ve surcour pe011le- jn of 
legal advice. A yery large· sutn n1cney 
is now being expe.>uled in thrrt direction. 

The hon. member for Ipswich decclt with 
the position of friendly s.ccietic,;_ I also 
dealt with them on Friday last. The hon. 
member for Ipswich refenecl to :Mr. Rendle, 
and the position of the finances of friendly 
societies. I am glad he mentioned Mr. 
Rendle, because that gentleman has done 
more than any other person aswciated with 
friendly societies to bring about their pre
sent solvent position. That is because of the 
policy he adopted throughout many yours of 
insisting on societies conserving their funds. 
Although Mr. Rendle has retired from the 
position of Registrar of F.riendly Societies, 
he is still an adviser to that official, and 
has been paid a retaining fee for years by 
the variou3 Governments. There is no doubt 
that had it not been for the savings of 
friendly societie,l in past years they would 
now bD in a very bad way. I want here 
to pay a tribute to the thousands of officers 
of friendly societies who give their snrviccs 
gratuitously to their organisations, a11d thus 
contribute very largely to the euccc.ss that 
has been achieved. 

The hon. member for Ips·Nich rderr<•d to 
the visits of the Regic,trar of Friendly 
Societies to various paru of Stet!~ to 
meet the representatives of bcdies 
at their conferences. I rightly concur1·: 111 
that policy, becanse I realise it ''as ,.,Ul
tageous to the Registrar and the societies. 
Discussion3 on matters concerning the wel
fare oi friendlv societies brought atoe1t a 
better undcrstai1ding. 

The hon. member for I 11swich also 
referred to the question of the transfer of 
mortgages held by friendly societies. That 
is an important question vvith f1·iendly 
societies, because sometirnes th~'Y are c·oal
pellcd to transfer properties from brunc;ws 
to the central office. This invol ,·es an 
adjustment of funds and the paymcut of 
stamp duty and Titles Office fees. In Yiew 
of the great work they are doing· it ·,vould 
be reasonable to give sorne consideration to 
the question of exempting them, and the 
matter will receive the attention o.' the 
Government. 

I do not think I have overlooked any 
matter dealt with by hon. members. How
ever, four or five hours still remain for 
debate, and probably other matters will be 
raised on which I shall reply. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Jiurillu.) [12 
noon] : In response to the perfectly straight
forward question whether it is the intention 
of the Government to have a reallocation 
of seats, the Attorney-General shuffled and 
did not deal with the matter. The people 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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of this State, the taxpayers, are entitled 
to know what will be done. 

Tltc• ATTORKEY-GE:>~ERAL: I have ,aid that 
the people of the State will get information 
aud will be taken into the confidence of the 
GoYemment if and when it is to be done. 

:>Jr. GODFREY MORG AX: The Minister 
is .,,·idently afraid to take his own party 
iuto his confidence. Perhaps he is afraid 
that diSHcntion will occur in his own party, 
occiag that indi,-idual hon. members oppo
site will want to know how the realloca
tion will affect them. At any rate, it is 
onh· fair that the electors should know what 
the' position i~. 

Th, Attorney-General stated that a certain 
number of electorates had an excess of the 
maximum allowed hv the Act, but the hon. 
gentleman did not tell m l>y how many YOtcs. 
Certai11ly the hon. gentlt'Ina.n l"Ptttl out soinP 
figun·· Ycry <]Uickly, but w far as I could 
gather f..Onte of the electorates aro in cxct~ss 
0£ the nwrgin by only tv1enty or tbirt:v. 
Does the hon. gentleman remember that as 
Attorney-G$eral he VI as responsible for 
deciding for or against redistribution at a 
time when the electorate he represented had 
2,652 names on the roll. as against the Enog· 
gera electorate with 11,739 names? Does 
the hon. gentleman think he plaved the game 
with the electors of Queensland when he 
represented the scat of that desc1·iption? The 
hon. gentleman indulged in a long rigmarole 
about roll-stuffing; ,-et the hon. gentleman 
was quite prepared' as Attorne:v-General to 
represent an electorate that had only one
quarter of the voting strength of another 
electorate. On that matter the hon. gentle· 
man was significantly silent. 

So far <IS the addition of names to the 
rolls is concerned. we on this side have ne 
complaint agaimt Mr. Cole, the Principal 
ElPctornl Officer. who w·e recognise is a 
vc1·y fi1H~ officer, and -who has nothing to do 
with additions to or deletions from electoral 
roll:-:,. During the rcginH' of a Labour Go
Yl'!'llll1C1lt, ho1vevcr. it is noticeable that 
immediately a bv-elcction is announced the 
number on' the electoral roll concerned goes 
up b:-· oYer 1,000, as, for example, in the 
recent \Y,·nnum and East Toowoomba bv 
cl Pc! ion~. , If WC had an election eyerv week 
for :-;ixh·-hvo wcckR-therc arc si~tv-two 
electorates-we should probablv find' that 
62,000 additional names wcre placed on the 
Plcctoral roll. (Opposition laughter.) 

The CJ-LURJ\IA=": Order ' The hon. 
llH'm ber has exhausted the time allowed 
him uJJcler the Standing Orders. 

::\Jr. LARCOMBE (l?odha111Jilon) [12.5 
p.m.]: The Attorney-General has stated the 
la"'iY in regard to 1\Tr .• Jn:;:.iicc Lukin's p('Jl~ 
sioll, ar.cl hon. members realise the legal 
position, but it i:'5 a di~.~racefu1 thing for 
a jndgP to draw a pension and :::alarv 
in the \' a,• that Mr. Justieo Lukin is doing'. 
The t lwory of t ho pPn~ion ·was ill vcr bas0d 
Oil t l1e a.-=.~umption that rt judge "'iva~ goillg 
to n-)tirP on a p('ll~ion in QucPnslancl and tak(~ 
up <l doubly lucrati\·e position in a F(•clernl 
Court. <llHl it is regrettable in thP cxtn~mc 
that tLe high m1ef }JOnourable position of 
judge should be sullied by a judge \Yho 
resort' to such tactics and is prepared to draw 
from the State of Qneensland a pension 
in addition to a salarv from tlw Federal 
Comt equal to double ·its amount: 

[.Jlr. J11organ. 

i\Ir. R. M. KI!';G·: That is the result of 
your Government's victirr1isation. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: What a ridicu:ous 
interjection! What right has a judge to 
draw on the reyenue of Queensland and 
then draw double that amount from the 
Federal authorities? It is a disgraceful 
thing. That judge also sits upon the bench 
and ordPrs the work<>r• and their families 
to live on £3 a week. 

Mr. R. M. Kr:m: The action of your 
GO\-crnment drove him there. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: I do not mind his 
going there; but he should have surrendered 
the pension payable by Queens:and. Let 
him live up to the dignity and ethics of the 
legal professiou. 

The <JUestion of the redistribution of 
seats has been fully and freely discussed. 
It remiuds me of a discussion that took 
place in this Chamber on J,lw 'ame question 
many y<•ars ago. The late ::\1r. D. Keogh, 
member for Roscwood, discussed it. He 
spoke with a .-cry broad Irish brogue, and 
he was asked how he spelt the word " redis
tribution," and he started off " r-e-d-i-s-h " 
in witty and humorous Yein. (Laughter.) 
Apparently some of the hon. members are 
afraid the redistribution may be a "redish." 
(Laughter.) I think we can accept the assur
ance of the hon. member for i\laree and 
assume that if there is going to 'be a 
redistribution it will be a fair one. I 
think we can do something to remove the 
fear complex experienced by hon. members 
opposite on the lines suggested by the hon. 
member for Maree. The protest of hon. 
members opposite is not based on political 
.-irtue, but on political fear. Fancy the 
party opposite raising the flag of political 
virtue-a party that descended to the most 

• despicable tactics the State has ever known ! 
Take their action in reducing the number 
of members and tampering with the Elections 
Acts. These were the practices that were 
resorted to by the party opposite, and it is 
these that stultify their criticism now. 

The Attorney-General \Yas non-committal. 
.-\pparently the Cabinet has not yet deter
mined its policy on the matter of a redis
tt"ilmtion, but I have no hesitation in 
oxprPs·~ing n1y own viewpoint; and that is 
that I hope a redistribution will be effected, 
not because I ·v\ant to "dish" any indivi~ 
dual or party, but because I want ~<:> see 
removed some of the regrettable mistakes 
made during the last Parliament. Consider 
the action of the lYioore Government in cut· 
ting out almost all country seats ! The 
party opposite claim to love the man on 
the land. yet they destroyed many country 
seats. The action of the J\1oore Government 
in regard to country seats was deplorable 
from the point of view of e'luality of repre
sentation. Further, the majority of the seats 
eliminated were Labour seats. \Vas that a 
coincidence, or was there a relationship of 
cause and c!Iect '? \Ye know there was the 
latter. \Ve know what was the object of 
the redistribution-to " dish " Labour, to 
defeat Labour and to perpetuate the exist
ence of the party opposite. 

I make bold to sav that the Labour 
majmity at the last election would have 
been at least 15. but for tho redistribution 
effected by the 2'vJoore Government and the 
reduction in the number of the seats. Let 
us tnkc as cxamp:es tbo t,,vo seats in the 
Rockhampton district, Fitzroy and Keppel. 
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\Yhat happened in the ea"' of Fitzroy? 
Tl1c industrial portjon of Fitzroy was put 
into the Rockhampton electorate, because 
Rockhamptun \'as considered already a 
.Labou1· scat. That scat 'Yas made doublv 
,trong for Labour. · 

At 12.10 p.m .. 
:VIr. GLEm;o~ (lpncich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the 
Chairman in the chai1·. 

An 0PPo:-orno~ l\1E'I!BER interjected. 

)1:·. LARCO~lBE: In 1929 there was a 
great political swing which affected all 
varties. The ex-Prime :Ylinister of Australia 
was de£• ated for Flindcrs and his party was 
defeated, whPreas prc·vious!y he obtained a 
majority of 20.000 in that electorate, which 
\\'as !lever previously held by a. Labour 
l't'!ll'Cscntative. In the case of Fitzroy the 
renJOYal of the indmtrial ]JOrtion into Rock
hampton, making Rockhampton doubly sure 
from the Labour viewpoint, weakened 
Fjtzroy ft·ou1 the ,~it"}wpoint of Labour. 
That was done deliberately. I suppose that 
as a consequenee of the reduction in the 
nurnber of Ineinbcrs, which necc8sarilv 
inYclvcd a redistribution of scatR, there \YerC 
,-oltle unfortunate anomalies. \Yhat hap
pcnt>cl in Keppel 1 A strong anti-Labour 
cPntrc f3uch as Iseton Downs and similar 
places were thrown into the Keppel electo
rate. which thus was rnade a strong scat 
from the anti-Labour vic\Ypoint. Labour 
was therefore prejudiced. \Vhat took place 
in the e!cct?rates of Fihroy and Keppel 
took place Ill other parts of Queensland. 
\Y c acl know that, as a matter of cold fact, 
the Labour Party was greatly handicapped 
as the result of the redistribution to ,,-hich 
I haYe referred. 

Yh. MOORE: Is that why you want to 
alter it? 

Mr. LARCO:.WBE: J'\o. I want to alter 
it. because I f,ay it was a disgra<:f'ful redis
tribution. It \Vas not done on a fair basis, 
and I desire to havl' it altered in order that 
some disgraceful anomalies may be rectified. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

~Ir. KENXY: You want to dictate? 

Mr. LARCO::VIBE: I do not desire to dic
tate at all. I desire that an impartial body 
should sav whether the redistribution was fair 
or other\Yise. I am only expressing my 
\'iewpoint that it was an unfair redistribution. 
I a:m pointing out what was done, and I leave 
it to the commission to say what remedy 
should be applied to every electorate in 
Queensland. I lea.Ye it to the decision of 
an impartial and independent bodv. I am 
not a\Yare of the policy of the Go~·ernment. 
I do not know whether there is going to be 
a redistribution. I say I strongly advocate 
onE>, not in order to " dish" any member 
or party, but because there are some anoma
lies that require rectification. 

An 0PPO~ITIOK MKlfBER: You dictated it in 
the party roouL 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. member does 
not know what I advocated or what happened 
in the J!aTty room, but in any case that does 
not affect the principle we are discussing. 

Hon. members spoke of the gerryman
dering of the Labour Party, and how we 
continued in office as a result. Allow me to 
quote to the Committee what has been said 
bv anti-Labour authorities as to the causes of 
the continuance of Labour Governments in 

Queensland. \Ye lind that Mrs. IV. S. Ander
'""· presi-dent of the Queensland \\-omen's 
Electoral League in 1926, conunenting on 
tlw election rcs~lts as published in the 
·• Dailv Mail'' said, ''The type of Opposi
tion candidates did not appeal to the electors 
g·l'lH~rallv.~' Thorf' is nothing thPre about 
the Labour reclistrilmtion. Th" '' IY estern 
Champion'' said that Labour won because 
its candidat<'s clcsen·ed to win. The '' Gra
ziers' Revie·w n stated Labour \YOll because 
of-

.. Tlw paral_,·sing incompetence and the 
lack of vision of the Opposition." 

I au1 quoting anti-Labour a.uthoritios. The~·c 
i::; uo surrgcBt.ion there that the Labour rcdis
tributio~ was rt'~J 1 0nsible for the continuance 
of Labou>· ncLninistraLoll in QLwensland. 
LaLoul' coutlnuerl in poiYPl' during the war 
and post war periods for fou~·tecn years, 
l'r·obabl;· a world',~ rccor~l. wh1lst Govern
rncnts throug·hout ...:-\nstraha and the "\Vorld 
,~H~re crashing. Labour continued to rule 
in Quern"lancl. and .,on1cthiug rnore than 
redistribution was at ,;ork when those Go
vernruent.3 throughout Au~tralia and oth~r 
parts of the world were dcfeatPd on the1r 
O\Vn rt~distributinlls, whereas T.abour rn 
Queensland contirnH•d for that long twriod 
of fourteen ,-ears in occupancv of the Trea· 
;-urv benches~ , 

,: Smith's \Yeeklv" in ~ay, 1926, referred 
to the same question in these terms-

,, To-day the papers in Brisbanc-the 
· Courier,' the • Telegraph,' . a.nd the 
Dailv Mail' are no -doubt explannng that 
thei1: candidates were beaten by gerry
rnandering the clcf'torates. 'rhat reason 
is insufficient. If Labour administration 
VI ere as bad a' the Tory press painted it, 
the people would haYe turned it out." 

Certainly they would! 'ThHe we have anti
Labour authorities asserting the opinion that 
the Opposition defeated themselves at that 
time and that Labour was not respons1ble m 
any way by its administration of the electoral 
laws for that 1·esult. Labour came m to 
power in 1914, when the State was rapidly 
dccaving, when unernployrnent was very nfe, 
whe1; 1'1.7 of the unionists were unemployed, 
when production was decreasing, when wages 
were falling, and the cost o£ living was 
rising. Labour won because Labour was 
responsible for mcreasing the wealth produc
tion, the number of f<tctones, the volume of 
employment and was responsible by sane 
administrati'on for giving encouragement and 
impetus to industrv that resulted in splendrd 
advantage to Queensland. As a result of the 
legislation of the Queensland Labour Party, 
we find that the number of da1ryrnen and 
number of cultiYators of the soil increased, 
that the men on the land were in a better 
JlOsition, and that Queensland was in 1929 
the most prosperous State in the Common
wealth. 'That is why Labour won in 192!). 
That is whv Labour continued so long m 
power. The" standard of living in Que~nsland 
was not onlv the best m Austraha but 
probably the" best in the world, and the 
Leader 'of the Opposition knows that. 

Mr. MooRE: Don't you think that the 
proxy Yote had something to do with it? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : If the Leader of the 
Opposition contends. th_at the ~ction of the 
Labour Go1·ernment m mtroducmg the proxy 
vote was unethical, then I say "No." The 
proxy vote was based on sound principles. 
It came into existence in Queensland bee a use 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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the then Leader of the Opposition wa~ _re
sponsible for discar-ding and discreditmg 
the old established parliamentary procedure 
and rule which enabled a s.ick member _of 
Parliament to obtain a parliamentary pa!r· 
On that occasion hon. members opposite 
were so desperate in their intention to defeat 
the Government that they refused to recog
nise that time-honoured practice and the 
Government were in danger of defeat, not 
because it was in the minority but because 
members of the party were sick. An unfair 
advantage was taken of that illness to try 
to defeat the Government. Will any hon. 
member in the Chamber to--day say that 
that was ·a fair attitude for any party to 
assume? A Government should be defeated 
at the ballot box and not because its mem
bers are on sick beds. You, Mr. Gledson, 
were the member who was very ill on that 
occasion, and you will remember how your 
electorate suffered on that occasion because 
of the tactics of the then Opposition. If 
the system of proxy voting was unethical .and 
unsound, why did hon. members opposite 
not repeal it when they were in power? 
The fact that they did not repeal it shows 
that their statements, by way of interjec
tion, are unsound and of no weight. If the 
principle of proxy voting was half as out
rageous as hon. members opposite contend 
it was, then they would have repealed it 
in their 1irst session of ParJi,ament, but they 
did not do so. No doubt they were going 
to use the Act if the necessity arose ! How
ever, they have admitted its soundness 
by allowing it to remain on the statute-book. 

Hon. members opposite have spoken about 
gerrymandering in connection with the elec
toral laws, but the Attorney-General has 
dealt effectively with that aspect of their 
criticism. Just fancy hon. members talking 
about gerrymandering after what they did 
in 1911, and after what they did in 1929 ! 

?vir. }iOORE: What did they do in 1929? 

Mr. LARCOMBE : Their electoral tactics, 
their parliamentary tactics, their tactics on 
the hustings, their promise of £2,000,000 for 
10,000 jobs, their promise of no. int~rference 
"\vith arbitration and no reduction 111 wages 
managed to land them in power. What did 
t Lcv do in 1929? Is the memory of the 
Lead6t of the Opposition failing? Has he 
forgotten th<l results of. his administration, 
aci revealed by the verdict of the people m 
1932 c; 1 n listening to hon. members oppo
site ?c ~trangcr would probably be misled into 
believing thaic one was listening to pocitical 
puritans rather than to political Pecksniffs. 
Their political tactics clearly indicate that 
they merely adopting the defensive mea

the cuttle fish by the exudation of 
blue fluid in the hope of thus 

attacking criticism, and enjoying 
but they will not succeed. 

t han> referred to what they did in 1931 
in connection with their redistribution, and 
I to refer to what their party did 
in hon. members opposite who 
haYe taken part in the debate, notably the 
hon. member for Murilla, were members or 
supporters of a Government responsible for 
the 1911 redistribution, to which the present 
Attorney·Gencral has referred. Under that 
redistribution the town of North Rockhamp
ton was plucked from its natural habitat, 
dragged across the river, and thrown into 

· the exotic body of the Rockhampton elec
torate. That was done in order to trv to 

[Mr. Laroombe. c 

hold North Rockhampton, afterwards 
renamed the Keppel electorate, for the Tory 
I'artv. That made Labour stronger in Rock
hampton, but it made Labour weak in Nortn 
Rockhampton. However, " the best laid 
plans o' mice and men gang aft agley," and 
the Tory Partv were unsuccessful. Labour 
won the Keppel seat, and Labour held it for 
sever,teen years. Under that redistribution 
the heart of North Rockhampton was plucked 
out becat<se it was strong for Labour, and 
~orth Rockhampton was weakened as a 
Labour seat as a result. At the elections in 
1912 the anti-Labour Party polled 110,000 
whilst Labour polled 99,000 votes, but Labour 
received only twenty-four seats whilst its 
opponents enjoyed forty-eight seats. On a 
proportional basis the figures should have 
been thirty-four for Labour and thirty-eight 
for our opponents. 

Mr. MooRE : Come a little later and tell 
ns about the time when the Opposition 
recorded more votes than the Labour Party 
and stiii had to remain in Opposition. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : I am quite prepared to 
take these steps in their natural sequence, 
if the Leader of the Opposition will only 
wait. But let us take 1912. As soon as 
we endeavour to pin hon. members docvn to 
their own political sins, they say, d What 
about your political sins of some other 
time? " They tell us about some other time, 
but we want them to tell us about the time 
they were in control, and were responsible 
for gerrymandeering and for a lack of pol i. 
tical ethics. Yet hon. members opposite 
criticise and attack the present Adminis
tration because of some foreshadowed legis
lation and administration, Surely it is time 
enough to criticise the present Administration 
when it permits any injustice or any wrong 
doing ! All the criticism of the last two 
days has been based on the possibilitv of 
some misgivings concerning what the Go,·ern
ment may do. Surely that is not a reason
able basis upon which to found critici"n ! 

Mr. MooRE: The only basis. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : The Leader of the 
Opposition says that it is the only basis. 

Mr. RussELL: Your party has the wind 
up. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: The Opposition have the 
wind up. It is not the wind, but the possible 
cyclone that they are .afraid of. The Leader 
of the Opposition and the hon. member for 
Hamilton evidently believe in the maxim, 
" Squeal before you are hurt." They do 
not know that they are going to be hurt: 
they are squealing in anticipation. \Ve 
know quite well, as the hon. member for 
Maree says, that if there is any redistribu
tion by this Administraton it will be upon 
a sound, fair, and reasonable basis. '!.'he 
speeches of hon. members opposite. which 
are filling " Hansard," in their abuse and 
villification of the Government Party, 
should not be allowed to go without 
reply, and the very fine reply of 
Attorney-General this morning pleased me 
greatly, hocause in the !columns of 
" Hansard" now we have a very thorough 
and analytical review of the speeches of hon. 
members opposite, together with an effec
tive reply thereto. It will be issued in 
pamphlet form as a reply to hon. members 
opposite. 

Mr. MoORE: Why don't they publish your 
speeches in pamphlet form? (Laughter.) 
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~1r. LARCOMBE: I could be unkind by 
1JlaPing in '· 1:-lansard" \vhat the •· Pro~ 
ducPr~· Review" saiJ of th" Lr•aclcr of tbe 
Uppo•-ition. That journal said, .. \Vhat we 
\Yant in the Oppos.ition ranks. is a revolu
tion. not a revolution of l•loocl and fire but 
a n·volution of brains, onergi0s. and idE'as. 
Thcv want it to be reborn again as a new 
part~'"- If they do that there may be some 
IJ011P of ousting La~our.'' That \Vas :-t 

declaration bv the ''Producers' Review,'' 
publi,iteJ prici'r to the eledions in 1929. WP 
find there in a non-Labour journal a strong 
indic-tment of the party opposite. That is the 
vany that can see no virtue in a Labour 
Aclministration. It endeavours to defile the 
Gov0nnuent at every attempt. There is no 
spirit of co-operation and no suggc:-,tion of 
an\· 111Pthod for, say, overcon1ing the abuse"' 
of "the postal vote provisions of the Elections 
~\et~. There was some opportunity for hon. 
1ne1ube:r:-J opposite to offer sOinething con· 
structi ve, and display a spirit of co-operation 
with tho Attornov-General n.ncl Gm"ernmcnt 
by closing up the crevices that allow abuse 
and injustice to creep in. \V e know there 
must be constant supenision of their pro
vision::<, because llOtwith~taHdirlg all the hn~i
tations which exist to-day many abuses st1ll 
Dccur in connectjon with pn~tal yoting. 
Postal voting recalls history. It recalls the 
great campaign conducted Ly \Villiam 
Kid~ron and hiz !1arty against tht' abu::'e:-; 
"·hid1 erept in under the Philp Gm·ern
lnenr. ttll anti-Labour Acln1inistration. ThC' 
L< nckr of tho Kidston Go,·en:mcnt, with 
till' a~ . ..:i~rancc of tlH' Labonr Partv, wa:-; 
l'C':'iTJOll:,)'ulc for rc:-;tricting tile nbu" '1-1 ~of tht
rw.stu1 Yoting proYi . ...,ion:t of tilL' ElectlOl!l' 
Acts. Yet with all that protection. together 
with the existing pro,·isiom. and all our 
::-.upcryj~ion, abuses still oc<:u.T. and I would 
<·omn1cnd to the .Attorney-Gc11eral the sugges
tion made bv the hon. ll1l'J!Ibcr for Fortitude 
Vallp--;~ ancl" oth·-r h011. n1unber:-l. on this 
side Of the ConnHittC'l', ·which were rnade for 
th(' llUTpose of saft'guarding the pl'oYisions 
of tho ..:.\.et and <.:art·{u!i_y D.nalysing thl' 
llll'T1!od~ adopted in ~ccuring pof'tal yote~. 

I hnpo there will be a rcdie.tribution of 
seat~. and that so1ne of i he injuFltices, ano
malies, and abuses of the 1931 rccJi,tribution 
,,-i:l be remedied. 

:.rr. BRAND (hi.<) [12.30 1J.n!.l: While it 
111a~· he rcfre;:;hing to listen to the ler.:turettc 
on pulitical ethics cleliYercd by the hon. mem
ber for H.ockhan1pton. it is well to remernb(·J' 
1har r:tP bon. Inembcr wa·. a ~Iinlsterial col
lc'a~·u(· of rhe ... --\.ttorney-GelJeral in the 1929 
Parliauor-nt when the Labour Party 1.va~ 
dC'fnt:'d at the )lolls and when, had tlc•.' 
t'l<'ct ,r ;! lavvs b<'Cn as fair as tho~c that 
<:si:--t 1n daY: very l1tt1e of the Labour Party 
\\"OUlci h:n:o bc,:n left. The hon. mernbH 
critici:-ecl the action~ of the J.loorc Govern
ment u~ ,rcat lcngtl1, but failed to tell tbf' 
pcopll' •~f QucPn:;.;land that dnring the period 
that Lal1our \Yas in pO\\·cr, vvlwn t_hc ho11. 
llll'Inl '\..'f W<lS J.\1ini:;;teria1 head of the Railwav 
DrJ!aHinr-nt) uucn1ployn1C'1lt incrp~;:-:ccl to :1 
gn',,_t(·r c·xtent in QucPn~la11d rhnn in a11~/ 
otllh' :--)ratP in _\w->Lralia. 1n 1914. wh{'ll 
Labour took office, unernployrnent was uegli
giblc. bm in 1929-and in this connection I 
tak,• ,~,c 'tatemcnt that you, :\h. r;ledson 
uwdt' ;,,our capacity ac;; the Secretary for 
Lnlwur nr~d Ir~dustry-the uncnlp1o.Ycd llUltl
bc'r,•d no fRwcr tllan 44,000. The ::Vloorc (;o. 
"'>C'l'tn1lC·nt ean1c into 110wer at a prriot1 \d1C'n 
Lal'(•\1r ;tacl h1·ong:ht the State of Qnc·en~-

land almost to collapse, and it was due to the 
Moorc Administration in placing Queens
land on a sound basis that we have been 
able to lift it out of the depression as quickly 
as we have. The present Government are 
reaping the fruits of wise administration 
under the Ivloor(: Governrnent. 

The Attorney-General posed as a paragon 
of virtue in regard to electoral redistribu
tion. Aecording to his statements. the Go
vernrncnt have no intention of holding a 
redistribution--

The ATTOR:'oiEY-GEKERAL: I said nothing of 
the kind. 

Mr. BRA:\D: The hon. gentleman would 
not indicate anything definite, although W<' 

know perfectly well that for quite a long 
period the Government and the Attorney
Ueneml have known just where the electoral 
boundaries are· going to be. rrhe Leader of 
the Opposition made a criticism based on 
an announcement in the public press of thi, 
State-and anv announcement of that kinJ 
must receive s;',me recognition. If the state 
ment had no truth in it the Attorney-General 
would have bC'en quick to deny the statc
rncnt: hut no denial was forthcorning, and 
it i, common property to-clay that three 
c·kctoral eon1n1issioners have been selecied 
in tbc per~ons of lVIr. Ferry, as chairrnan: 
}lr. Co!e, the Principal Electoral Officer: 
and }lr. O'H agan, of the :Minister's own 
•lPpartinent. As rime passes, we ;:;hall know 
wlwther that is true or not. At all events. 
t la~ Attornt'v-Gencral f'>hould n1ake sorne statl'
mcnt on a" Yote of this nature. eo that the 
peoplP of Queensland may know what is 
IH'Oj10:"iecl. After all. hon. rnctnbers al't' 
l'ntitlcd to !mm: in this the last session of 
this Parliament whether there will be the 
rcdi~tribution that is discussed bv the various 
branches of the Australian L~bour Partv 
throu[;'hout the country. I confess that I 
should 1101 like to hold the position that 
OH<' nf iht'sc commissionns will hold. Thev 
will he selected '" commissioners with free• 
a"cl inckpcndent minds; yet it is frct•l,l" 
f:rated that thC'\' \Yill carrY out the redistribu
tion that has 'already b~en made. 

".\Ir. L\HCO~lBE: That is a diggraccful statP
n;eut. 

}lr. BRA:\D: That is the statement circu
latNl throughout the A.L.P.'s. and it is fn•ely 
stated bv members of the _-'\..L.P. 's that if 
thP ~ratements are true thcv arc going to 
dump the Labom Party, a; they will llOt 

have th>tt SOl"t of thing associated with the 
Labour JllO\'CnH~nt. If a redl~tribution i~ to 
be 1nade \YC hopr> it will be a falr nnd 
Pquit·ahh1 a~ the hon. l11bnbcr for J\IarPe 
has 

l\1 r. KEXXY : Do you expect it i.o be' 

l\Ir. BHA:'\D: I do not. becaLue I am 
a\Yt:HC' of the 111: thods adopted ll5- a. Labour 
Gon'rnmcnt. The ~\ttorney-Gcncral trie-d lu 
1uakr ont a ea:<' that tht- "present condiLion 
of the ekctorat! ~ iYa:-- .suc·h that in ten 01ec
toraLl1:-i thP Dl<lx.Intuln nuntbPr of YOtc'l"S 
allmYed b~· the _\et lmd bPcn exreede:l. 

The \TTOJC\Et-Ul::XEHAL: That is not 1ny 
strtH'tnCr~t. 

BHA:\ D : The l10n. g-r 1i I em an ''"''' 
1 un att('tupt to rcpl;,T tn the critici.::-nt 
of (he Leade-r of tlJe Opposition. 

The \TTOR~EY-GE=:\ER\L: And you were• 
li::;TPllilll'.'. aud uow you arc going to 1111:-.

quote; 
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J\1r. BRA~D: The hon. gentleman said 
that iu :-;.c\'C'n electorate;; thP rrJaxiulurn 
allowed by tlw Act had he<'n exceeded. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXEHAL: l said ten clecto
l'<ltl''-' \Yere abo,·c and five bPlO\V the. ntnnbcr 
l"'''"::rihed by the Act. 

:'.!r. BRAC\D: The hon. gentleman was 
r. plyiu;>; to the critici"m that ::.eYcn electo· 
rntc's had YOtcrs in cxccf's of thf' n1axin1Ulll 1 

a:,d later on n1adc a cornpari~o11 wjth the 
po-.;it-ion at 30tll .} une last \Yhcu h'll elccto~ 
rate'' wen' aboYe and flye electorates werP 
below I he numher prescribed by the Act, and 
""" know that in some of those electorates 
there WPr0 onh fortY or fiftv voters above 
thP 111axirnum. V V V 

The ATTORxiCY· GENERAL : And there are a 
nun;hcr hPlov;,r the Jninin1un1. 

~-fr. BTIA'-"D: The hon. gentleman is 
r:ndPa ,-ouring· to ft11d an excuse for reallocat~ 
in" the houndat·ies on that basis. Let us 
c-ousidN tlr2 position that existed in 1929 
w]J('ll Labour held office previously. At that 
rinw the condition of the electorates was 
clPplorahle. No fewer than thirteen e!ec
iorutc~ wer0 above the maxin1um and 
Pightc<•n below the minimum provided under 
the Act. The Attorney-General quoted 
figures this morning with the purpose of 
haYing them inserted in '' Hamard." I 
"·o11ld remind the hon. gentleman of the 
position in 1929, when the electoral laws 
>Yore under his jurisdiction-

Electorates, Labour. 

Grcgory .. 
Charters Towers 
3Iount ~lorgan 
Flinders 

3 927 
3,821 
3,387 
2,652 

RlectorateR, Count.ry
Kationalist. 

Bnoggera.. 
Logan 
Oxlev 
Xundah 

l1 739 
11,583 
10,02+ 
111,251 

That was a distribution of the electorates 
>rhich the Attorney-General then considered 
to be fair and equitable; and this morning 
he encl<'aYoured to establish his contention 
that the distribution of the electoral boun· 
darie·• at the pt·esent time was not fair and 
reasonable. I cannot appreciate the hon. 
gentleman's logic. All I can say is that 
the redistribution that took place during 
t h<' :VI oore Government's term of office was a 
fail' one. and was carried out without inter
ference from political parties. I say that the 
statement mMlo by some hon. gentleman 
opposite that the A ttornev-General, Mr. 
::\1acgroarty, then member for South Bris
bane, and Dr. Kerwin, then hon. member for 
Merthyr, traycJled round their respective 
Plectorate' with members of the commission 
is not true. 

A GoVERx:l!ENT JI.1E:IIBER: How do you 
knovv '? 

Mr. BRA='JD : I made it mv business to 
im·c:stigate the matter, and I krww it is not 
true. 

:VIr. KEOGH : They were seen. 

:VIr. BRAKD: Thev were not seen. That 
is not tme. The hori. member should bring 
01·idence to support his statement. The 
redistribution that took place during the 
Moore GoYernment's term of office was the 
result of an election promise made by the 
Leader of our party, that if returned to 
power his party would cause a redistribution 
of seats to be made. He gave as a 
reason for it the fact that the figures showed 
that seyenteen Labour electorates were below 
the minimum as against only one Nationalist 
electorate, and three Labour electorates were 

[Jfr. Bmnd. 

aboYe the 1naximun1 as against ton Nationa
list electorates. Our Leader also prornis.ed 
tlw people that t.hne ,,-mild be a reduc· 
tion in the number of rnmnbcrs. Both pro~ 
n1i~P.s wore carried out. 

At 12.39 p. rn., 
The CHAIIDJAN resumed the chair. 

:\11·. Bl:L\~J): I claim that the Moore 
Gon•rnuH•nt were jusbficd in carrying out 
11w promise they made to the people in that 
rcg8.n1. T consider the alteration of elec
tol·al boundaries should be above party 
politics. The period fOl' a redistribution 
<·houlrl he dofmitely set out, pmsibly at the 
taking of thP census. To-day wo are evi
dently reaching a condition of affairs when 
car.h and everv Governrnent will have fL 

rodi~tribution whenever it attains power. 
rrherc ('[ll1ilOt bo any valid reason \Yhy ihert:." 
shonld Le a r0distribution in Queensland at 
the present time. Therefore, the only motiye 
actuating the Gm·ernment mu't he political 
party gain. 

::\1r. R. :VI. Knw: There chould he a 
rea11ocation after every census. 

J\lr. BRAJ\D: If there were a redi,tri· 
bution after evPn: cPnsu!" and tht1 matto1~ 
were rcmove>d from political c-ontrol. then 
th<'re ,,-ould be no objection. Statements 
arc being made continu':lly throughout tl;e 
countrv that the Austra!Jan Labonr l'artv £ 

lH·anchvf'S are discussing certain boundarie;;:, 
and ,ubmitting them to 1 he GoYernment, 
for their attention. That is not good. 

::'vl:r. GLEDSOx: \Yho has be<'n pu'ling yom· 
}('g? 

l\11-. BRAl\'D: I would like to tell tlu' 
hon. member for Ipswich that my inform· 
ants do not pull anybody's leg. He has been 
well acquainted with that class of people 
all his life. and he should know that when 
thev rnake a f'taten1ent they do not go 
bad< on it. Throughout the country. we 
haYe all the Australian Labour Party's 
branches discussing the boundaries; so fat· 
as I arn concerned they arc quite wc1come 
to do so. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt::BLIC lNSTRt::C"TION : 
Did you not bid farewell to the electors of 
HmY~rd prior to the last redistribution? 

lVlr. BRAND: No, I did not. The hon. 
gentleman is absolutely wrong. 

The SECRETARY FOR PtiBLIC INsTRt:CTION : 
I know the electors of Howard have some
thing to 'ay, and they arc a very fine type 
of people. 

Mr. BRAND: Yes, they are a ver,- fine 
type of people, and the hon. gent'leman 
should know it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PtiBLIC IxsTRucnox : 
We know it. 

An OPPOSITION lVlDIBER: It may come 
back this time. 

Mr. BRAND : As a matter of fact. it is 
very common talk that the Labour Party 
is already determining the changes, and if 
that is the portion I am to get, I am very 
grateful to them. It is a very fine centre 
and I welcome it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRt:CTION : 
You can repeat your performance by going 
and welcoming them back. 

l\Ir. BRAJ\D: I am not like the hon. 
gentleman. The whole question of enrol
ment has been discussed and it has been 
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claimed this morning that the model electoral 
roll is. one that it is easy to get on, but 
1mpos"ble to get off Undoubtedlv that is 
a . fact. . Hon. members 011posite' claimed 
thiS mormng that the rolls were not inflated. 
Why, at the last elections for the citv of 
Brisbane council. there were 34 000 more 
adult voters on the roll than wer~ revealed 
by the last census taken for Brisbane; and 
that happens throughout Queensland. A 
determined effort should be made to keep 
our rolls as clean as possible. {;' nder the 
electoral laws of the Commonwealth it is 
compulsory for every adult who changes his 
or her electorate to notify the electoral office 
immediately. 'l'he law of Queemland does 
not. contain this compulsory provision, and 
11 " found that. men, particularly nomadic 
\YOrkers, get theu· names on the roll for a 
parti,·ular electorate and then forget that 
the>,. are there. As a matter of fact, this 
cla;c of worker does not know what elec
toral roil is he on. Agents of the party 
of hon. members opposite lose no time in 
havmg such a person's name included in the 
roll, and in some cases this has been done 
before the applicant has been a resident in 
a dist~ict for the requisite month. The 
result IS that many of these workers are 
enrolled whilst they arc still on the roll for 
another electorate, from which they should 
have been removed. The result is that the rolls 
are over-burdene.d with the names of people 
who are not residents of the electorates for 
which their names appear. I trust the Go
vc!nment will endeavour to do the fair 
thmg and that we are not to have a retro
grade s~ep to the condition of things as 
they ex1sted m 1929. An effort was then 
made b:y . the Moo re Government to clarify 
the pos1t1<?n and an impartial commission 
was_ appomted to redistribute the boun
danes on an equitable basis. I hope that 
the Government, when appointing the com
misswn, will endeavour to keep it as far 
removed from party politics as possible. 

::\Ir. WIENHOLT (Fassi/ern) [12.48 p.m.]: 
I am not particularly concerned about the 
party political point of view, but I am 
concerned about the serious inference to be 
dra \YJ1 from the figure~ quoted by the Attor
ne.v-Genoral. . Spcakmg from memory, I 
beheve that w1thout exceptwn the electorates 
that have grown br·yond the permissible maxi
mum and arc showing a considerable increase 
m . Yotm!l' population ate city electorates, 
v.hll-t w1thout exceptwn-agam I am 0 peak
mg from memory-the electorates that are 
getting below the permissible minimum are 
cou,ntr.v. electorates. " There is something 
rotten m the State of Denmark" when we 
see that going on. Exactly the same thing is 
ha ppcmng m the Federal sphere-there is a 
general contracting inwards towards the 
citic<. The Darling Downs electorate has 
now been extended eastwards until it almost 
reaches Ipswich, and there is no doubt that 
whP!I nother redistribution take:· place tho 
Dm·nn~ Downs electorate will not be in the 
Darling DO\vns district at all. That is a 
Ye~··" -crious thing. a1~d it shoulclrnako people 
thmk very carefully mdeod. Of course, it is 
ju_-::t the effect of certain cau.-,es, some of 
which ere fairlv olwious. I take it to be 
one :re.~_uJt of . the di:--, astrous loan policy in 
Amtra!Ja. >Yhlch has now become perhaps 
our greatest industrv. I do not think the 

can be ;_,erv satisfied with these 
I belic.-e that they are Ve!'y unsatis

fuctoYy jndef'd fron1 a Governrncnt. point of 
ne>Y. and there is not going to be any 

" turninp; of the corner " in this country until 
we sec oul' country electorates getting pro
portwnally above their margin, while city 
electorates are showing a gradual propor
tionate fall below their margin. The posi
tion, as disclosed by the figures quoted by 
the Attorney-General, is Yery unsatisfactory. 

Mr. J. G. BA YLEY (Wynnum) [12.51 
p.m.l : I propose to say just a word or two 
in connection with any proposal to appoint 
a commission to redistribute the electoral 
seats. I am not in favour of the appoint
ment as members of such a committee of 
any official' who arc not actively and closely 
associated with the Electoral Department 
itself. Without bringing Mr. Cole in per
sonally, I do not think that the head of the 
Electoral Office is con.-ersant with conditions 
that obtain in various consfituencies to make 
him an ideal pel'son for carrying out the 
wad<. The only men who know what should 
be done and how it should be done are the 
district returning officers themselves. or dis
trict electoral officers as they are called in 
this State. If the Government propose to 
carrv out a redistribution scheme then they 
will 'be well advised to bring the~e sixty-two 
men to Brisbane and allow them to meet in 
conference. They are the men who know 
"·hero the anomalies exist, and they are the 
men who know how the principles originally 
laid down-community of interest, geo
graphical position. dr.-should be recognised. 
They should be permitted to make sugges
tions, and those suggestions should be handed 
over to the Government at the instigation 
of the Principal Electoral Officer. What does 
the Attornev-General or anv official in the 
office of. sav, the Premier 'know about the 
conditions 'that obtain in the Gregory 
electorate, for example, or in any of the 
outlying constituencies in Queensland? These 
mistakes have been made not only in State 
politics but also in Federal politics. A 
Federal redistribution was carried out in this 
State some time ago by a commission con
sisting of the Surveyor-General of Queens
land. the Chief Federal Electoral Officer of 
Queensland, and the Deputy Director of Posts 
and Telegtaphs for Queensland. Not one of 
those men knew Queensland. The Surveyor
C'en('ral knew Queen~1and as it appears 
on a l!Htp. the Chief Electoral Oflicor i.s 
for the gre<ttor part of his time. in fact, 
the whole of his time, seated in his office. 
:'\!either he nor any other Government official 
is in a position to know Queensland. I 
repeat that the only men who are in a posi
tion to know what should be done and how 
it should be done are the electoral officers 
from constituencies thl'Oughout Queensland. 

Mr. CLAYTON: The Government know that, 
but thov will not carry out your suggestion. 

Mr. .J. G. BA YLEY: I am not saying 
that the present Gm·crnment is the only 
otiondor. Everv other Government has 
oll'endcrl in the '-rrme way, not only in the 
State but also in the Federal ·phere·. Imme
rtiat..t,- I looked at the recommendations by 
thee FNleral Redistribution Commission set 
np in 1931 I realised that the men who had 
drawn up the proposal did not know what 
thc~v WPre talking about. 1ll'n1bers '-rcre 
p:iven a certain time \Yithin which they 
cou:d protest. and I did protest. and in 
a YNY length,- manner, too. \Yhat \Yas 
thC' rc\-ult? \YhNl the redistribution \Yas 
rnadP la~t Yea.r it \Yas carried out. almost 
to the street, in accordance with the sugg-es
tions I had made. :::\o one knows the old 

JJr. Bay~ey.] 
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Federal Oxlcv division as I knew it. I knew 
"· hen• the cornrnunity of interest existed. 

:\Ir. G. C. T.HLOR: You could not have 
bt•cn o good judge of it. 

.:\lr. J. G. BAYLEY: I knew the 
dictrict--

:lir. G. C. TAYLOR: The results did not 
prov<' you did. 

:\lr .. J. G. BA YLEY : ]\" o one can say that 
the pn•scnt subdivision of Oxley does not 
fanmr Labour. It certainlv does. I could 
delineate a political Oxley that would result 
in the return of a ]\" ationalist candidate, 
but I made no endeavour to do such a thing. 
I hope that the Premier and thme associated 
with him will give attention to suggestions 
made by Hle rncn who arc actively -engaged 
in <'lf'ction work. The returning officers in 
t'aclJ elt_·ctoratc should be brought to Bri3ban(~ 
in a bocL and be left to cvo!Ye a schcml' 
of rcclistr.ibution. T'hcn if the Government 
like to do so thev can avpoint a con1missiort~ 
the members of which ,,-ould accept the 
1·econ:n1cndations fro1n those experts, and 
base their report accordingly. 

~~lr. L.\RCO::.lBE : Their ~uggcstions an' 
aJ..~, ay sought. 

The l'RE}[]EH: "\\'hat iH this to do >Yitb, 
a11ylHnv? 

:\1r .. J. G. BAYLEY: The lwn. gentleman's 
lieutenant has told the country, p<'r meclium 
of the press, that a redistribution is to take 
place. 

The PRDriEH: Oh, no ! 
TJw ATTORKEY-GEXERAL: \Y ho did you say 

~;id ·Lhis '? 

:\Ir . . ]. G. DAYLEY: It came from the 
Secretary for l)ublic Lands, and no one has 
denied it. 

I join i"uc with tl1e Attorney-General 
in his statcnwnt that the State rolls are 
cicrulCl' than the Federal rolls. :\ o such 
thing- ubtainc. The Federal rolls are the 
ciPaJ,cst rolls in this country. 

The ~i;.TTORKEY-GEXERIL: And thev are onlv 
llli'u.\p up once in three years! ~ .. 

:Ur. J. G. BAYLEY: They arc alwavs 
right up to date, but they are not printed 
eYCl)' --ix rnonths. 

The ATTORKEY-GEKERAL: Let me put this 
to •;ou: If the Federal rolls are clean rolls 
and if our rolls to-dav arc within 500 of the 
nuiubrr thev colltain, ~are not our 1·olls clean, 
' )JPciall:v ,\·hen vou consider that there are 
half a million people on the roll? 

:\lr. J. G. BA YLEY: The .\ttomey
GeliNal tolcl us thac for the last Federal 
elections the policP came to the assistance 
of the F"deral authorities. The difference 
is this: The police have only one thing in 
mind, and that is to put people on the roll. 
\\"hr n they go to a house they say, " Is 
a m· one in this House not on the roll'" 
Th,cv make little or no endcaYour to remove 
the 'names of people from the roll. In tho 
Federal sphere the work of looking after 
the rolls is carried out by the postal officials. 
Each of these men is paid 17 ·. 6d. per 100 
for everv notation-that is, for alterations 
that take place in the roll. Thev add names 
to the roll and remove others on account of 
death or removal from the electorate to some 
other part of the State or Commonwealth. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: As a matter of 
fact the police in Queensland get the same 

[Mr. Bayley. 

priee-2d.-for taking electors off as for 
putting electors on. 

Mr. J. G. DAYLEY: And when the police 
\Yant anv iufonnation it is the Federal rolls 
and not· the State rolls tlwy use . 

The ~\.TTOHXEY-GENERAL: That is not true. 

l\ir . . T. G. BAYLE:Y: Time and again 
I Jut n· been in the office of the district 
rt:>tnming officer for OxlPy wheu the police 
Jta,·e callPd to use the roll. The police know 
that the Fcdnal roll is the cloane>t roll. 
It is the cleaner roll beeau'e the I•O~tnwn are 
ahvay,., on the job. rl'hey arc delivering 
letters dav after dav and week after week 
throughotit the enti~~e twelve rnonthe. and 
thus keep in clo~e per~or:a l touc:li ·witlt r he 
lJCople. They know vd1cn IlC\V arriYal~ come 
or anyonr depart~ frmn th(' di;;:trict. :\." a 
rc:-.ult of that continual :::upl"l'Yi~ion hy t be 
po.'tal ofTicinl, the Fcdcwl roll is by far tlw 
cl<•aJICl' roll of the two. 

Item (Department of Juetice-Chief (lfficc) 
ag-reed to. 

COrRTS OF PETTY SESSIOXR. 

The ATTORNEY-GE~BRAL (Hon .. L 
}lullan, Carpcntaria): I mo\"e-

" That £83,000 be grant<!d for ' C:cul"ts 
of Petty Sessions.' " 

:\fr. R. :\1. K [)IQ (Logan) [2.1 p.m.J: This 
i.s the last opportunity we <hall banc of 
,peaking in Parliament before the rctircn1ent 
of several officers included in this vote. I 
refer more particularlv to the Chief Police 
~Iagistl'atc, J\ir. Arcl~dall, and to l)olice 
-:\lagistrato Ferguson, with Loth of whun1 
I have had a long experience. In the forty 
Years that I have been on the roll of solici
tors in Queensland I have had <•xccptional 
opportunities of judging these hm gentle
men. and I consider I am qualiliecl to pass 
some opinion on the excellent work of both. 
\Yhen one casts one's mind hack to tlw early 
days of Queensland, ono associates such 
names a~ Pinnock, l{anking. 1\lurra;;. and 
~loort~ '-rith responsible magi~terial dutic~ in 
this citv. and one can conscientiously say that 
the high traditions of loyal and fa]thful ser
vice to this State set by these gentlemen ha Ye 
bc<>n worthily upheld by their successors. 

A matter to which I would draw the :\Iin
ister's attcution concerns judgments obtained 
in 111agi~t rate:-:~ conrtc, in the -countr.v, and the
difficulty of enforcing these judgments be
eclllse in manv cases no bailiff is available 
to execute the 'varrant. This 1nattcr has 
Pngagcd the attention of the Department of 
Justice for many years. The reduction in 
the number of bailiffs was effected soleh- on 
the grounds of economy. However, I think 
the dif!iculty could be overcome without 
undu!-. increasing tho expenditure of the 
department, and I sugg·est that in country 
places where no bailiff now exists, the clerk 
of petty sessions or the clerk in charge might 
be appointed the bailiff with power to dole
gate his authority to some re·spcctable mem
ber of the community to execute warrants, 
l'tr. ~o additional expense would be involved 
if this procedure, which, I understand. is the 
prac·tice in Xew South \Yales. were foJ!m,·ed. 
At the present time the fact that no bailiff is 
a-rnilablc~ in sorno country district.s cmnpels 
litigants to apply to the court for the appoint~ 
mcnt of a bailiff, <tnd in many instances 
necessitates sending a bailiff many miles 
away at a mileage charge, which, of course, 
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1s greater expense to the litigant. If n1y sug
ge~tlon ·were adopted cOllitiderable incon
Yenience will be obYiated, and a saving of 
expense aud time dfected. After all, per
'ons do not go to law from choice, but 
rather to uphold th~eir rights. A man who 
has a just debt ''wing to him and cannot 
recoYcr it by any other method seeks the 
aid of the law, and gets judgment. Pro
vided the machinurv is there he will be able 
to enforce that judgment; but if the machin
t•ry i:; nol; available it will amount to a 
barren vNdict. In f.;r away country towns 
1 he ruagi~trato may visit only once a month 
or o,nc~ 1n h~'O Ino_nths, and when a judg
Inenc IS obta1ncd It 1nay retnain in abey
ance because jn sorno cases it necessitates 
briHgiug a bailiff 200 mile' in order to 
cnfmce it. . That would be most expensive. 
ll_ly sHggcobon IS that the clerk of petty scs
srons at those p}aces or _t~1e cl~rk in c·bargc 
should be appolllted ba1hff w1th the power 
to delegate authonty to a sub-bailitl:. That 
procedure could be followed without anv 
expc1JSe to the department. " 

)lr. TOZEU (Uympi1) [2.9 11.ll1.]: I 
-.huuld like :"ODW iutcrruation froi~l t~h' 
. .:\ trOl'l.:c•:--GP iH L:li i 'l n 'f), .~u·d to the i ncrea:--(' 
of ts 6.39 iil rln::; '",t?lc _ Tllc'n' aL)PP<~r to 1nc 
to o~ :-,onw auouFllk~ 111 n··...-:.n·d to It.c·pa-e,.; 
rh at arc pay 1 bie to dlffcrcut :--ets of o;t-il'r_ ':'1. 

1'\.r in:-<tauce, it a.ppt>ar~ that fiyc· t'~erk~ in 
th" C'lt•rk of Petty SP>sions Office at £32J 
pe::_· Ul~ltltrn are to rcr2i-..-c an incrca~c of only 
£~ L':tch. and ::.ix elPrk~ in thP Chief OHlcC 
'IYiU l't'CPiYr- an incrc·1sc of £22 pach. l al:'o 
noti~:· tlHlt _ihruc (']crk:-3 at BtuH'1al1crg y;ill 
l'LCt'iYQ an 11\Crt·a:~t' of £101 bf'h;e • .:-n thP!ll, 

ancl nt Blal'kall h-Yo clPrks will n•c :Ye AI~ 
in('rf J.~t· of £4- between tlwrt1. I ~hould like 
to lw-..-e those appar •nt anon1ali(::: 
P~pb.ined. 

TilL' d( rks. of petty ses-..ions and Inagi:--;
tratp:-; an= do111g good \York tbronghout the 
~t:ttc·. l lE.tn~ already referred to d1e fact 
that. tl!lfortuuatcly, :-OlllP of Dur ~enior 
llJaQ;'l~tr<1t(':.; arc retiriw.:.: o"·ino· 10 tl1e a{re 
li1nlt pro\-i"imL-.;

7 
arul 1-h<'ir place,;; will be 

taken b.'· junior n1cn ,,-ha y.-ill be lH'Onlotecl. 
It appear~ to tnc that jt is regrcttt1blc thrrt 
rnen IYho are enjoying- guocl h~rtlth and arc 
~till in 1JOs~c,,c.:.1o!J of kec'll intellect~ ~hould 
hP llHH1C' to retire 0~1 reaching· tlH' age of 
:-:.ixty-fi·,·c. ~ 

The onh· other item I wish to rdcr to 
relate..; to 'inereascJ fc~~·, pa-·nb1P in --:ll tl1.:.' 
n1agistrates courts. ThesL' fees arc ~aid to 
be fo:r ~l'ITiccs rcndcr~.._•d: but it conws back 
to the smnc thing a~ far a"' the people who 
haYc to pay thern nre COllC:Pl'lled. At otw 
tim<' a ft; of b. was p·~yo.ble for a clefcnc : 
that now been incrra cc1 t<; 15c:: .. accord-
ing t0 an1ount ~ued for. It appcan; 
me that some of the fees arc verv 
Pspccially sinc0 the Atton1ey-Gcnefal 
told us that he is anxious to c·hcapc•n hw. 
It app£·'.HS that the IYay he \'·ould ch0:q1cn 
la1v is by haYing a shot rrt the so1icit1;r~. 
He appc trs to think that the whole o; th0 
co~ts of lrt\Y go to ihe solicitor;;;. I \Yonld 
voint out to the hon. gcntlcrnan th~t 
inrludr:d ]n the ~olicitor':3 hill of e:o.~b is 
coLHHPl'~ fee} rC'!!i~tration fees, and ot1H-'r 
chflffJE· \Yhen pPOlJlc spf~nk of a solicitor's 
bill of C•~"' it would appear as if the 
:-;olicitor were' lll·nking so n1urh profit. The 
bill of i_s the aggr('gate of the outlay 
itH·lured the solicitor. If ltc is practis-
ing· in tl<c country there will be the town 
agent's fee for the work clone by the latter 

in Bri~l :_uw. There ·would a1-..o LP c...r,unp 
duties and registration fees. Of cours''· the 
AttorlH'y-Gt'Heral has aln a,d-y s;uldluH'd 
the inl'rt'Uf-IP of ft:('S, but I a~n of OIJii;ion 
that if the poli,·y of the Govermuenl' i, to 
cheapen the co.'"'t of la11. it is a. l~f'l·uli:u 
n1cthod of carrying it out. 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GE:'\ER.\L (lio!J. J. 
:\Iu!lall. Ca!'J!.IIfari'l) [2.13 p.lll.J: T!Ju 
matter raiSed by t!Je Deputy Lead<·r of tile 
OppositiOll regarding- juclgn1ent~ obt ·~iw•d in 
th~ rnagistr~tc:-; cou-rt-, in country djstrict5 
has bt-~E·n ro1l..;l'(1 on pt·,·,·iou~ occa~iOJ!". Thl· 
deparbncnt. nlthough it rnav in .,-,ll \'(' tlte 
incurring of ex('eptio11ally high CC'"l 
Your~ alwa: to h,:ye e {l'Cntlon 
lJ,v ~lw nppointnlcnt of <t bailiff, if 
pos"1 blP. Of course. t.hP holl. ml'lllbt'J'. b('inp; 
lc:arned iu thP law, kno·,\:-; tl!<:tt ih>' indi
Ytdual cmtccnlecl hac; tlw ricrht to <lll:Jf,int· 
bis own b-ailiff to do thi-; " _:,'\:.,1\{r,~ll· 
pc:-,plP do 1;ot like to talc(' c~Jtri · 
in faC't, it is fonnd n;rv to ,!.:;t 

a Yerage n1an to take ."<ll.c.ll a po::::.iticJll. TJn:: 
h~)n. Illt·nlbPr now n1akcs n ~uggP·tion t fiar 
QtLPnslrrnd should aclo]Jt the• "~'tc ll dJtnitt
iHg in :\cw South \Ya;e:;--d~ .l- {_1v~·J;: of 
petty sc:-;sion:-; bP nntninaEy u.t!ln!i~ Pd 
hClilifL. 

}1r. H. . .YI. Kr~\G: ..:.\pc;oint tb!..' c 11•! ~.;: .... J]l 
ch,• rge of t hl' offices. 

The ATTOR:\'EY-GE!'\ERAL: The clerk 
of petty sPssions naturally vcould not person
ally do the job, an-d I would not expe-ct that 
he should do so. Such work is beneath his 
position. But I understand from the hon. 
tnember thllt he would be bailiff in name 
c,nly and would delegate the duty to some
body else. l am quite prepared to baYe tlw 
~uggestion inYl'shgated, aud if jt i:; fouud 
to be at all practicable. I will fayout·~tuh 
eonsider it. · 

The ho1.1. n1C1nber for Gyrnpie ha~ raised 
the que:-:;tJon of CC'rtain salaries under the 
Yotc 1\ hi eh is being cou::-irlPrcd Gv the { 'o,u
lnittcc•. Provision for increa~t·:". ~to salarie::; 
has been made according· to the length of 
"(:l'YlCe of the officer or accon1ino· to the 
classification of his position. :.\Iar1~· oflicer"> 
are now in receipt of their n1axiuiu111. aud 
further increases cannot bP granted Lmrd 
they .arc I?rotnotcd to a po~ition with a highcl' 
clnss1ficatton or obtain a higher cla ..... 'l]fi('ation 
foe their exjsting position. The cla~·~ifica
tiOJi of positions in the public sen-ice i, fh:cd 
by the Public Service Commi,sionH·. The' 
increa_sf'd cost generally has been explained 
as being by way of increa~c" in sahl'Y, but 
incidentally the amount includes the• co't 
of transff?rring offic(~rs fro:m one Cf'11h'<' tn 
another. Owing to the rrrcat number of 
police magistrates who will be retired the 
cost this year will be exceptionally large. 

Item (Courts of Petty Sessions) agreed to. 

ELECTORAL REGISTR"TIOX. 

Tlte ATTORNEY-GE!'\ERAL (Hon. J. 
J\1ullan, Carpentaria): I move-

" That £28,688 be granted for ' Elec
toral Registration.' " 

:VIr. SWAY:NE (:lfi]'([ni) [2.17 p.m.]: The 
Elections Acts require that an applicant for 
enrolment in an electorate shall have the 
qualification of a nwr:th'e residence in it. 
J should like to hear from the Attornev
Gcneral whether any punishment would be 
mflicted for a breach of that provision. In 

lVI r. Swayne.] 



1234 Supply. [ASSElYIBLY.] Supply. 

other \Yards, a person who got on an elec
toral roll immediatelv on his arrival in a 
certain electorate cor;ld not have complied 
with rhe residence qualification. and con
sequently would be committing a breach of 
the Acts. It is generally stated that this 
practice is very prevalent just prior to a 
general election. However that may be, I 
have a case in point, which occurred pre
vious to the last election. I had information 
that seventeen applications had been made 
for enrolment in the Mirani electorate by 
)Jeople who were not residents of it. As '' 
matter of fact, these people wer0 camped 
in the Macka.v district. They paid periodic 
visit-< to the Sarina police station to secure 
rations. They made application for enrol
ment on the Mirani roll and they were en
called. The day prior to polling day I 
rang tite T;nder Secretary of the department 
on the trunk telephone line from my place 
of residence in my electorate, inquiring if 
anything could be done in the way of lodg
ing an objection. He said, "No." I was 
very indignant. No one is permitted to 
secure illegally the right to vote as an 
elector, and if this practice is to be approved 
then there is no saying just how far it may 
go. I feel satisfied that I am within the 
realms ef truth when I say that quite a 
number got on the roll in this way. These 
matters cu,mo under my notice in Mackay; 
I drew the attention of the department to 
the fact, and was told there was no remedy. 
In view of the approaching general elections 
I sho!lld like to have an intimation from the 
Government whether, if returned to power 
again, they would prosecute individuals who 
have placed their names on the electoral 
rolls by the adoption of these illegal methods. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Carpentaria) [2.20 p.m.]: The quali
hcatwns of an. elector are clearly laid down 
m the Act-six months' residence in the 
Connnonwcalth, three months' residence in 
Que0nsland, and one month in the electorate 
concerned. He must make a declaration 
to that effect, and any person who makes 
a false . declaration io certainly liable to 
prosl!cution. If the hon. 1nernbor brings 
under my notice the case of any person 
making a false declaration I will order a 
pro-<ecution to be launched. 

1\lr. SWAYNE (Mimni) [2.21 p.m.]: I 
should like to inquire from the Attorney
General as to who would take the nece,sary 
action-the department, I suppose? 

Tlw ATTORNEY-GE:--!ERAL: rndoubted!y! 

:\[r. SvYAYNE: I broug-ht these· cases 
nmlcr the notice of the department, but 
nothing· was clone. Of course it is too late 
now. but I believe the nece'ssary evidence 
eoulrl have been secured. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: \Vas that at the 
last general elections? 

)Jr. SWAYNE: Yes. 

:\h. KEN::"-JY (Cook) [2.22 p.m.]: There 
i~ 1nuch in what the hon. n1omber for Mirani 
ha.: '--aid, tl1at the proYision allowing a rcsi
dcutia1 qualification of one month in an elec
torate is being abused. \Yhilst some people 
ma.- adhere strictlv to the Acts there are 
rna~1:.- undesira.blc 'Practices in other direc
tioll.s. 

ATTORXEY-GENERAL: If between now 
and next general elections the hon. mem
ber can bring under 1ny notice a case or cases 

[Jir. Swayne. 

of any person or persons being enrolled 
before they are legally entitled to be so, I 
shall be prepared to take action. 

.Mr. KE:.J'NY: That is all right, but it 
is very hard to sheet the charge home. I was 
advised that in one town in my electorate 
fiftv nPople were put on the roll within a 
montl~, people who came mainly from New 
South Wales and Victoria passing through 
the country drawing rations and visiting 
stations to have their tucker bags filled. Let 
us assume that some of them engage in 
prospecting for one month. I was told 
that fifty were put on the roll inside a 
month, and when I was in that place twenty
fh-e of them had left the State. They may 
have had the necessary electoral qualifica
tions when they were enrolled, but they had 
no permanent place of abode, unle.,s it be 
New South \Vales or Victoria, or some other 
olace. Some individual anxious to secure 
a party political advantage- said in effect, 
" These chaps have been here about a 
month." I was told that they were not there 
a month, although I could not prove that 
thev had not been there a month. They 
had no permanent residence in the locality, 
and were not even known there. They were 
actually strangers, but they were on the roll. 
A fortnight after thev were put on the roll 
twenty-five of them· had left . the d!strict 
likely never to return. That Is makmg a 
farce of thE' Elections Act. It is absolutely 
undesirable that those practices should be 
allowed. 

Some amendment of the Acts is desirable 
makincr provision whereby an applicant for 
a vot.;' must have residential qualifications 
for the localitv. A traveller such as I have 
mentioned is i1ot eligible for emolment for 
such a locality, because he has no interest 
or residential qualifications in it. He may 
give a false name. Ho is simply a travellN 
vassing through, although he may ha\:e 
resided there for a month. What record Is 

there to show that these men had the legal 
qualifications of a voter? It shows how the 
present qualifications can be abused if in a 
little country centre fifty men can bo 
enrolled. and within a fortnight of enrol
ment twenty-five of them cannot be found. 

:VIr. G. C. T.HLOH: Pos,ibly they will bo 
up one of those gullies back of Cooktown. 

::\fr. KE:.J':.J'Y : There are r. lot of good 
men fossicking in gullies in n1y el0ctorato. 
::\1v remarks would not hold \Yator if those 
men \Vent prospecting. and were tlwrc for 
twelve months or so, but thPy simply rlrc-,,· 
rations, ftllcd their tucker hags at the poliec 
station. got on the roll, and a fortuight 
afterwards ldt the district again. You can
not clean rolls if such men cannot be 

and are not renwYed from the rolls. 

:VIr. S\YAY:.JE (Jiimni) [2.26 p.m.]: As 
the hnn. member for Cook stntcd. it i·• very 
difficult to obtain evidence in 1 particular 
, asc. but in the case I broug·ht under the 
notiC'P of the dt)partmPnt E'Yi den cc could 
haYe been obtainC'dJ yPt nothing was done. 
It is de· irable that it should be !m mm that 
in the C'\'r'nt of any repetition of the offence 
m the future the (,ffcnder will he punished. 
It should go forth that snch off0uccs -will 
he noted for actien. 

The ATTORXF:Y-GE)JER,\L (IlolJ. .J. 
::\In!Ln, Curpi .1/aria) [2.27 p.m.J: I clo J.ot 
rr>!ttron1bcr the cmnplaint of the hon. rnern
ber for Mirani. but the Principal Elcctnral 
Officer informs me that the !Jon. member 
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n1ade it. Iuquirv \Yas 1nadc bv hiru, and 
,d-o by thP police, but the me;1 eoncerned 
cvuld not be traecd. I will look int u th0 
Hl:LtiPI' further. 

Ill COlllll'ction with the sts,teJnent of the 
hon. HielnLcr for ·Cook, I de~irc to sa.y again 
that 1 pers.oually \Yant to see 110 one gl't on 
the roll unlw' he or she po,sesscs the neees
~ary ~tuali(i.c~tion:; acf'ording to la:w, but 
thel'f' rs noti11ng unu~ual in the fads related 
by lh:.._· lHJ!l. rncr11ber for Cook that a llUiuber 
of P• opie got Ol! thc roll-he cuid lifty in a 
:-:rnalt _towrr. A~ the hou. IIH.:tuUer kHuws, 
thl'l'P J.":i gent~rally a can\"a:-i-s bPfore the clec
tioJJ. J3oth parties like to get their friends 
o_n the roll~ and f'Yeryone \Yho is qualified 
hk ~ to get on the roll to ('Xt>rci:3e liis or lwr 
politic d rights. Thero i~ usutlll v u1ore 
t'liro!rucnt t\\'0 or threP n1onths be-fore an 
ekction than in a ~;mi!;:u· period IH'Cviouslv. 
Bc-causC' of that activity the ca;,C quoted by 
the l1u11. rnen1Uer for Cook ls not nnu.:ual. 

Mr. KK'\:'\Y ("ook) [2.29 p.m.J: Tlte 
l'eply of the hon. gentlenw.n is not :-'t.rictly 
to the pain~.. The ea o I quoted w t:- CJl!(' 

where <'ertain traYPller.,, spent. a rnonih in 
1 he electorate. and then moved awav. They 
appear 011 the roll fot· all time a'"'s Yoters 
~irn.P~Y. Leeause of the activity of a would-be 
po!Jtictan. As t~e hon. geHtleruan said, 
pnor to an election lJCuple arc active in 
p:acing Yotc~rs on the roll. \Yhen the 
Attorney-General vvas amending the Elec
tiOns Act he sa1d that as a result of the 
amendments he proposed it would be easy 
to get p_eople on the roll but harder to get 
them off. He stands on that principle to
day. That 1s the pomt I am Lrying to clrive 
home. If these travellers I have nwntioned 
-:-without any in~erest or residential quu!i
ficatwns m the d1strict-can get on to rolls 
so ea,!ly, they must remain on the roll for 
that locality for ~ll time because, as the 
hon. gentleman rnmself state"- it is much 
more difficult to haYe those ~ames erased 
than it is to get them on. 

Cases are definitely coming under notice 
where names appear on the roll of persons 
who cannot be traced. The Attorney
General knows that before a name can be 
removed from the roll proof must be forth
coming that the person concerned is dead, 
has gone from the State, or that his name 
has been transferred to another roll in the 
State. If the person concerned has gone 
to. New Sm:th Walt>s, the Attorney-General 
w1ll appreciate how difficult it is to prove 
that he has left Queensland and that the 
name appearing on the ='few South Wales 
roll is that of the erstwhile Queensland 
elector. My point is that so long as the 
person gets on the roll he is indexed as a 
good voter for election purposes. We know 
that you do get individuals who are quite 
prepared to vote in another man's name 
especially when !t is known that the othe;. 
men cannot turn up. That is the position I 
am referring to. 

Mr. GLEDSON (lps1cich) [2.31 p.m.]: I 
hope nothing will be done along the lines 
suggested by the hon. member for Cook. 
Because a man happens to be unfortunate 
enough to have no fixed place of abode but 
is compelled to be a nomadic worker is no 
reason why he should be disfranchised. The 
electoral law provides that any person oyer 
the age of twenty-one vears mav make a 
claim for enrolment. The clai~ card is 
clear and specific, a,nd calls for a declaration 

!hat the elaimant has l1eell at h'ast a month 
in tl1c el('t-.tornte for which he clain1s cnrol
!lll'Ilt. Tllat 111all rnay not have bf-!cn a 
1nonth ill a. pa.rticuJar towll, but he rnav 
ha ,.FJ <:otnc frorn another town in the samO 
PlPctorat c, but :;:;o long as he has a rnonth's 
rP,ickntial qualification for the electorate he 
i' l'Iltitlecl to pnrolment. To do as the hon. 
member for Cook sugg·csts would be to 
cli,franchiec thousauds of our people. 
Apparently the hon. membe1·s a,nts that. 

\Vhy all this anxiety to disfranchise the 
·\vorkcr~ of QucQ:nsland '! .Are thev not 
cT!tit!ed to exercise their right to" vote? 
bnrcly Uwre must be wme reason behind this 
"ugg-eslion of the Leader of the Opposition 
alJd lns party that because a 1nan has no 
fixed place of abode, because he has not a 
palatial rc·iclC'ncc in which to live, he should 
not b,, allowed to ex(•rcise his rights of 
citizen-J1ip! The linP of rtrgument of hon. 
lll£'Inbcrs OilpOsite 111ight nOt have been SO 
out of place ::_;ixty years ago, but one wonders 
where one. is when such a suggestion is put 
forward 111 thcsP advanced da\'-". 'En"'l'V 

adult person has a right to enrolment for 
c 1l'Ctora1 purpose~ if he possesses a residen
tial qualification of one month in the electo
rate and three months i,n Queensland. 'T'J 
make it more difficult to become enrolled 
would be to do wrong, for it is essential
and I agree with the remarks of the 
Attorney-General-that our object should l.Je 
to make it easy for people to claim their 
citizcmhip rights and difficult for people to 
have their names removed unjustly from the 
electoral roll. In the old davs it was easv 
for people to rais0 some ob-jection to the 
presence of a name on the roll, in which 
event a notification was sent to the elector 
concerned that his name had been removed 
because objection had been raised. The fact 
was that nobody could ascertain who 
objectee!. Fortunately, that state of affairs 
dues not OJWrate to-dav. Reasons must be 
advanced with any objection taken to the 
presence of a name on an electoral roll. 
If evidence is given to the electoral authori
ties that persons have removed to other 
~lectorates or outside the State, then action 
1s taken to correct the anomalv. We have 
made it easy for people to become enrolled 
a,nd hard for them to be unjustly removed. 

Item (Electoral Registration) agreed to. 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
Mullan, Carpentaria) [2.36 p.m.]: 

" That £1,574 be granted for 
Societies., " 

(Hon. J. 
I move-

' Friendly 

Two ?iscussions have already taken Nace 
on th1s vote. For the information of the 
hon: member ~or Gympie, I take this oppor
tumty of saymg that the decrease in this 
vote is explained by the fact that the 
quinquennial valuation was completed last 
year and consequently no expenditure will 
be incurred in that regard this year. 

Item agreed to. 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE='i'ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Car1>cntaria): I move-

" That £11,141 be granted for ' Regis
trar-General., " 

Item agreed to. 

Hon. J. 1}1ullan.] 
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SHERIFF AND SUPREME COURT. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Carpentaria) : I move-

"' That £26,529 be granted for ' Sheriff 
and ~upren1e Court.' " 

Mr. SIYAYNE (llfirani) [2.39 p.m.]: I 
notice there is an increase in this vote of 
£1.680. 

In my opinion the expenditure in connec· 
tion with our Supreme Courts could be 
lessened, and thousands of pounds would be 
saved annually by litigants if conciliation 
courts were functioning under tho Act 
passed by Sir Samuel Griflith, and later on 
brought up to date. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Don't be modest 
-and amended by you. 

Mr. SIYAYNE: I had the honour of 
putting through that amPndment, with the 
support of both sides of the House, including 
the pre-ent Premier. It was sta tee! by Sir 
Samuel Griffith during his second-reading 
speech that according to information obtained 
by him from European countries where con· 
ciliation courts were operating about half 
the eases were settled by that system. I 
sought information on the subject from 
other European countries and mv inform&· 
tion \Yas to the effect that full\,· half the 
cases in Denmark were settled by concilia
tion. thus obvia.ting the great expense 
entailed in approaching the oxpensiYc higher 
courts. Anyone who has a. knowledge of 
human nature will realise that it is at the 
inception of a dispute, bcfon~ bitterness has 
been engendered, that an effort should be 
madP to bring the parties together. A 
per~on \Vho posse3ses tact and a keen knoww 
ledge of human na.ture as a result of being 
Yer,Nl in the wavs of business would be 
.~ucc·c~;;ful_ in _scttlin~g very many cases before 
the parhcs mcurred heavy expenditure. I 
have a cutting from the " Courier-JHail " 
of this month where reference is made to 
a partnership dispute which \Vas settled 
after considerable expense had been inYolYed. 
}fam- cases come before the Supreme Court 
in \Yhieh the judge suggest,s a settlement 
and which are settled; but by the time they 
con1(• to that court the costs a1nounts to 
hundrPds of pounds. I know in ono case 
:lftL'l' rht' Laking of CYidPnct• for two clav~ 
thC' judffc said the case should 11cYcr ha\Te 
come bcfme the court . .and he ach-iscd the 
partie' to settle, which they did. 

I 1 hiuk I am qqite within the mark when 
I r hat £700 or £800 had been spent 
b~- pbintiff. On the settlement each 
pany l_1c~.d t? pay his . own costs, but quite 
a cnn-;Hteraulc a.mount lw.d hoen incurred 
prior lo that stage. I am quite sure that if 
the ,.;~,ht type of conciliation justice had 
got l he;:;e two rnen 'together before the 
in it ia tion of legal proceedings the dispute 
,,-onld have been settled there and then. 
I knO\\- t!1at solicitors as a bodv are a rnost 
honou 1·a hle section of the lE~gUl profession, 
and tiJ8t ;' good solicitor will do his utmost 
to '"1 tlc il n action as soon as ho possibly 
('an, before too 1nany costs have been 

ln the ca'c I haYP jn,t ref<'JTl'rl to 
an al.J:;l.ll'd clrrirn foe £L100 "·as included. 
appa;" '"tly on the advice of one of the solici-

sPttlcrnent; 'Yhcn it can1e 
court it was inllnediatch- with

dra \' n a, illegal. hnt it S0fY('cl its in1rpo~e 
in t1wr it kept the parties frorn setiling for 
HH' f\\"t~']Yl' n1onth~ the rase was pcndincr. 
lTnfon~u1ately. howcn:-r. tl1erc' 1s anoth~r 

Swayne. 

class of solicitor who leads his client to 
imagine that he, his client will eventua.lly 
obtain a much higher sum' from the court 
if he refuses to settle for the amount that 
may be offered. In the ca.se I have referred 
to the trial judge advised the pa.rties to 
reach a settlement after he had heard the 
case of the plaintiff. It will be recognised 
that many such disputes could be settled, 
and there is already on the statute-book 
machinery enabling this to be done. Pro
vision has been made for the a.ppointment of 
conciliation justices, and the present Attor
ney-General has informed me that he views 
the system with a friendly eye and is quite 
m:epared to make a recommendation that 
ouch appointments should be made. When a 
dispute arose between two parties one party 
could apply to the conciliation justice asking 
that official to summon the other party before 
him. If the second party did not respond 
he \Yould then be liable to a fine of £10. 
The conciliation justices would use every 
endeavour to bring the disputants together. 
and the whole matter could be settled at a 
cost of approximately £5. The whole case 
would perhaps take no longer than one 
day. Many men are well qualified to act 
in the position of conciliation justices, and 
the cost of appearing before them would be 
very little, if anything. more than the amount 
I have stated. It is a well-known fact that 
even before that amount is incurred at the 
pre~wnt tin1P evC'E before thP case comf':-) for 
irial in a n1ag-lstr<ttcs court, and "~here the 
case> is one that 1m"t be tried in a high('r 
court the costs run into hundreds of potlnd:-; 
before the ca~P eonH''3 on for trial. 

This is a suitable opportunity of drawing 
public attention to the fact that we have 
OY! the statute-book of QL1eensland pro:visicn 
for enabling disputes to be settled in this 
rnannf'r. I n1ight nu:tkc the suggestion to 
thP Chan1bcrs of Cornrncrcc, \vho are YC'r~· 
intcrc~ted iu avoiding- hig·h legal cost;: in 
COilllncrcial dit·qmtC's, thn.t they ~hould rf'<'Oln
nwnd tJ thf' AttOJ"tH'v-C:-cnPral n~Ptl of tht ir 
o'vn nun1bcr Y:hotn 'the_,~ con:;:.idPl' qualified 
to a,ct in thl~ < 'lpacity in tradt~ disputt ;:_ 
In fact. there could he a panel of such per· 
::on . .:;, and ~eein{l' that thP disputP:::. -.;yonld 
('mhntef' rnan_v inc1u.-.,Ti('~ the panel should 
lnclndf' l110 11'1lll!'" of nwn (jualified to act 
in yariou~ industries. For instance! a farmer 
wonld adjudicate on matters appertaining to 
farms. Information from other parts of the 
world where mch "a system is in operation 
hrrs revealed the fact that half the number 
of disnntes coming before the conciliation 
court "haYe been , settled without further 
recourse lo the machinery of the law. 

Item (Sheriff and Supreme Court) agreed 
to. 

TITLES OFFICES. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE?\'ERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, rarpcntaria): I move-

" That £17.280 be granted for 'Titles 
Offiees.'" 

Item agreed to. 

DEP.\RT:\rE"'T OF MI:\ES. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The S~CRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
J. StopforcL Jfaryborough) [2.48 p.m.]: I 
Ino·n"'-

" That £17.193 be granted for 'Do· 
nartment of Mines-Chief Office.'" 

Tlw appropriation for this year is slightly 
than the appropriation for last year. 
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DLiru.g the past year a policy of intensive 
prospectmg has been pursued, and. I . can 
safelv claim that the results have JUStified 
the expenditure. The department does not 
daim anr credit for the enhanced value of 
.role! in 'the world . to-day, but the depart
~nent ccrtainlv does claim credit for the 
inc.rea"·d qua'ntity of gold won from the 
earth in Queensland. We have endeavoured 
to take advantage of the high prices ruling 
througl10ut the world for the precious metal, 
and the results have justified our endeavours. 
\Ye intend to pursue a similar policy during 
th0 ensuing financial year, and up to date 
the returns show the same gratif.,~ing figure . .:.. 
It is the policy of the department to encour
ttgc prospectors and mining men generally 
to engage in this work in an intensive 
manner whilst high prices prevail, and to 
foster the mining industry so far as possible. 

:'dr. MooRE: Arc you securing satisfactory 
returns from the prospectors 9 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I think 
\H· can claim that the returns arc sufficient 
to cover the amount of money expended in 
the assistance to prospectors. In the Cler
mont district an amount in the vicinity of 
£6.000 has been expended in assisting pros
J1l'Ctor', whereas the gold return is more 
than sufliciont to cover that amount. From 
1nv a~::-;ociation ,vith prospectors I know that 
a 'certain amount expended in this direction 
ea !I I lever be recoyered. 1\I v re1narks con~ 
eerning the desire of the -department to 
encouragn the mining industry apply with 
equal force to tin and other metals realising 
:-on1cthing like normal valueB. Of course, 
the ret:n·n for copper is too low to justify 
an immediate return in that direction, but 
in a State like Qll.ecnsland, with its Yast 
copp<'l' deposits, it behoyes us to encourage 
JWOcJHCting for these base metals so that 
the Stato ·will be efficiently provided with 
pranlt:al n1int~rs to cope with any demand 
+hat way follow a general rise in the price 
for and will Hot suffer by any apathy 
111 c Hlnection. 

:'.h. TOZEH (G-'JmJJie) [2.52 p.m.]: The 
total rq1prorwiation from con~~olidated revenue 
for the Department of Mines this year is 
£323 less than the appropriation for 1933-34. 
If that \Yere to be the total amount to be 
appropriat0d for n1ining activities in this 
State I ,}wultl be vpry disappointed, because 
I n~·,arrl it as totallv insuffieient in all the 
circn-n1sranccs. On tu\~ning to the Loan Fund 
Account Estimates, however, one secs that 
an of £2,500 is to be made antilable 
for lnachinPrv advances. It is absurd 
to that a st~nl of £2,500 i~ suHicic>llt 
to pro\·ide uutchinorv in a rnine of anv 
import<Hce. It may 'be argued that appli
f'ations ha,vo not been received in th{~ past 
for advances for n1ining n1achiner:v, bnt if 
there is to be a rnining revival in this State 
c·oH,iclcrablv more th".n £2.500 will be re
qnin•d for~ this purpose. One cornpany in 
\Yhic /; am i11terestecl lw'l spent oyer £10,000 
in 1nlniug rnachjn('r:v, and £17.000 by anothPr 

1 arn i1Jfonncd that the drcclgin~ 
that will be reqLLired for a. dredg

ing propo~ltlon t1u1t at pn=~~;ent is on the 
cHcL f<>r G;.-mpic y,-ill co't £90JJOO. Thcr'.
forP. ·se c<tn sec that thr) p~·ovision for loans 
n1;der .. 'Tlle J\Iinin~· l\lachincry _:\dyancc.:; 
. \et (lf 1906 "~th"' ~lrP not g·lft::- or ~ubsidic~. 
1nn ,1 h·<-!nCP3 to b~ repaid on the securit~~ of 
nuH 11iHe:ry~-cannot be r0sponsiblc for any 
!2'l'1·,tt impetus in thi:-~ direction. 

Provioion is also made in the Estimates 
of expenditure from the Loan Fund Account 
for mining undertakings-namely, the State 
coalmines, Bowen and Styx, of £10,000. l 
do not know that it should be necessary 
to make this provision. I should naturally 
expect that they would be self-supporting, 
and it would not be necessary for the depart
ment to ask for this snm. 

Then we have a vote in aid of mining, 
amounting to £30,000. Certainly that amount 
is not a very largo amount for prospecting. 
It is ach-isablo at the present time that as 
many men as possible should be encouraged 
to go prospecting, particularly owing to 
the high price of gold. Almost any return 
that prospectors get in the way of gold is 
a payable proposition, although if the price 
of gold were to fall, possibly it would not 
be payalJ!e. It is advisable to get the mBn 
out. not onlv because of the actual value of 
the gold but' because they are then employed 
and off the list of unemployed. 

A new vote appears on the Estimates this 
year. amounting to £15,000, for the aeria! 
mrvcv of Northern Australia. When I went 
into 'rhat matter at first I could not see 
where we could obtain a very satisfactory 
service frotn an aerial survev. I have been 
up in an aeroplane, and moSt certainly one 
could not see very much with the naked 
eye. I found, however, that the sun-ey is 
not made with the naked eye, but with a 
camera. It is the camera that does the 
work Thus ono call understand what good 
work can be accomplished by an aerial 
sunc;;. vVhcn one gets the graph, it is only 
the size of a postage stamp, but when it 
is enlarg-ed the geologists are able to examine 
the potentialities of a district minutely. 

\Yhcn we proceed to examine the Estimates 
further we line] provision made for £200,000 
for the Chillagoe smelters. I should like 
some information from the J\finister on that 
item. bc·cause it srerns to me to he a Yery 
big amount. I should have thoug·ht the> 
State smelters would be self-supporting. If 
those smelters require anything like £200,000 
in order to keep them going, there must be 
something behind it to justify that expendi
ture. Then we haYe an amount of £10,000 
,er aside for the State Treatment vYorks at 
lnincbank. Tlw same argument applies 
tlJerP. I should think that the charges made 
bv State battc,.·ies. which are very high at 
the present time, would be wfficient to make 
them self-supporting. Proyision is also made 
for £150.284 for State coalmine•. The 
r(~nlarks. I made i11 n_.fcrcnce. to the srnelters 
a ]so appl:;- to this vote. This also se' ems to 
Le a Yery large an1ount. 

Th0 CHATHJ,L\!\: Order' I would point 
out to thP hon. nwmbPr that he is dPaling 
with the Edimatcs of expenditure from Trust 
rrncl Special Funds. 

::\lr. TOZER: I was only referring to these 
Yotf'"' in pas'!in;.:r, not discu:::sing thcrn. 

,·onsideration of !he Yaluc of gold \Yon 
i11 thi.~ State since the cornrnencement of 
1uinlng operations ~ho·,El that the jndnstry 
i:-; nf rl:c utrnost imnortnncc. The total Yaln(' 
of thi; State from 1860 to 19") 

v oik the value of other 
£70,636.081. making a total 

nf 1_Tp to the present \YE' han~ 
onl",· -cratchcd thr- surfCJcc of Quecn:1lancl . 
and it i:;; probable that 1Y11cn 1n: r0ach 
~TliatPr c1Ppth;;; ridwr and n1orc wonderful 
\-,1lur.~ IYill be found. 

Mr. Tozer.] 
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Iu South Africa the Hobinson Deep 
TraL:S\'aal \\as worki11g at 8,000 feet, and iu 
Inuia the C'lHunpion Reef at Kolar at Jl('arly 
S,OJO feet. Coming to Auotralia "" iind 
th<tt tbr' Victoria. Quartz at Hrmdigo went 
<lawn to 5,400 fe0t. and nearer hmuc. in 
Qu·;,usland, the vVcst of Scotland mine at 
Gyu1ple wa~ down to 3,138 feet. Frorn the 
bottonl of that drilh 1ven~ nut clown to a 
dist'U"'" of 800 feet. The \Ycst of Scothmd 
tnine 111aY n·cmunwuce. If that i~ dmH~ a 
lJig chau~e exists to proye gold at a dF_:_)tlL 
That is Olll' of the main es·:cntials i11 Queens· 
~(ll!d. }lost of the showfi arl~ really only 
::;urfaee ~ho\\":3. J\.1ount Coolon is only work
ing pr.,ctically on the surface, but a shafl 
might pt·oyc tho extent to which the reefs 
go down. lrcmernber that in the early days 
Uympie was ~aid to be only a surfa~e sho\v: 
yet we knew the depth at which gold was 
recoYered. Si1nilarly at Bondigo. 

The vn lue of the gold yield in Queensland 
for 1933 was £390,779, and the figures for 
1934 vvill probably exceed that.; and Cra· 
cow will probably give a bigger n'turn than 
any other place, but I really think that 
],cfore long Gym11ie will again b~ on the 
payable li;.;t, and will ht~ producing gold iu 
good qurrntitics. 

Tltte tin ouput for the year 1933 was 
va:ucd at £123,620, that of copper £105,031, 
and si!Yer.lead £527,696. In connection with 
;-;ilver-lcad the proposition at Mount Isa is 
so big that an increase in the price of lead 
and silver ore \Vould rnoan a verv 1nuch 
greater return frorn mining operaiiolb in 
this Rtate. Xo one can dcfinitelv sav that 
the nmrket will not impron> 'aga;·n for 
silYer·lead. 

The total qua.ntitv of coal raised in 
Queemland during l933 was 875,567 tons, 
v·alueu at £693,383. If gold mining O]JCl'rt· 

tions continue to expand, then probabl~· 
more co(tl will be rcqnir(.'d, for really cc-al 
is of grcat<>r benefit for fuel purposes than, 
sav, wood, fron1 vvhich sufficient steam po\vcr 
cannot bf' obtained. Further, we haYe 
wealth in the sapphires which were won last 
year. Thus in CYC!'V way the Departmcllt 
0£ Mines is' goi11g· ah~ead, and I eau see the 
possibility of better returns for Queensland 
in the mining industry. The Gold Mines of 
Australia Limited is conternplating favour
able consideration of propositions at 
Charters TmYers and other places, and I 
understand that Gympie also is bC'ing con
sidered. 

In the northern end of the field we have 
an unknown proposition, similar to that in 
the southern part of the field, where we have 
the Sovereign crosscourse and the Inglewood. 
There is a wedge of country going from west 
to east. On the western side the slate is 
of a. better quality, and at a shallower 
]eye). The northern end has never had a 
fair trial. The Government put down a 
bore fo1· testing purposes. The whole of 
that block of country was reserved, and ·.vas 
not open for m in in g purposes. It has since 
been decla.reu open for mining purposes, and 
the department has received a considerable 
amount of money by way of fees in connec· 
tion with goldmining leases, and two cam· 
pa.nies have actually put up plants and are 
working, and a third company has a shaft 
in close proximity to the bore, and should 
beneftt by the information gained as a result 
of that bore. In that northern end there 
is a very fair possibility of a big goldmining 
revival in Gympie. There is also a feeling 

[Mr. Tozer. 

that the sout!wrn part of the field should 
have a furtlwr trial. The area between the 
~OYeroign cros~course and Inglcvvood offers 
big po"ibilitics. A syndicate working the 
::;outhern Inglcwood discm·cred the gold· 
bearing quartz 150 ft. hom the surf<tce, 
but unfortunatelv thev were clriY• u out 
by water. Tha"t block of country has 
been taken up, and one 1nan in pal'tic~liar 
h<ts workod the proposition out to his own 
satisfaction and been able to satisfy a very 
influential financial syndicate that it is a 
good oue, and the result is that a bore i& 
being put clown there to prove it. If that 
bore does prove his contention is right a 
l<tl'ge company will be formed. That is a very 
big proposition, and if it is successful it 
ehould increase the gold production of 
Quoconslaud to a great extent. There is no 
l'ert,oll whv it should not be as big as the 
Gympic Scottish which employed up to 400 
or 500 men. It is situated in close proximity 
to the Scottish, and it is only a question of 
prov-ing it. South of the Inglewood we have 
proof that there ie a possibility of getting 
gold. Svndicates hav-e been formed and 
taken ut>~ blg blockf' of ground cmupri~ing
nta.nY of th0 gold-bca ring rninPs that \VC' re 
abaJ~cloned O'.ring to the low price-. a!ld the 
extra cost of mining, ftnd the fact that tbc 
de-watering co~t~ wp~·e Ycry heaYy. p;.;peeiall~
whcn one company after another pulled out 
and the whole cost of bailing was placeu on 
tLe n.•rnainin~ companies. 

Hon. members opposite have asked for 
sJme constructiYc suggeEtions. T think it 
woulJ be in the interests of the Government 
tf thPv undertook the dewatering of the 
Gympie goldmines. There are many shafts 
there. which were workmg and showmg good 
reoults, and if they werp dewatcred the 
miners would be able to go stratght on to 
the gold. I do not say they would get the 
results obtained previously, but there are 
anv amount of reefs there that would be 
payable propositions. 

This is more especially true when o_ne hears 
talk about vields of 8 or 10 dwt. bemg pay
able propo~itions. A number of mines in 
that field will give that return, and the Go
vermnent could take advantage of the oppor· 
tunitv. The dewatcring of the mines on 
that ·field would be a very big proposition, 
benefiting not only the GoYernment but also 
others the winding plants we erected on the 
field ~·ould be capab:e of holding the water. 
The question, of course, would be the cost. 
but even though it cost the Govetnm~nt 
£100.C~O what would that amount bp to the 
Govc,r!11~ent 1£ they obtained a big- proposi
Lion allll placed 1,000 men b>;ck :n employ· 
ment '? It is quite on the c:Ll'rl., that they 
would get this number back to work. A 
thou~and men were vvorking 0:1 the fie!.) pre· 
viously. and when Gympie wa." fint dis
covered it g>tve support to 30,0JO men. Of 
c 1ln·se, I do not say that anything like that 
would happen at the present time, but I give 
1,000 ae a conservative estimate. As to the 
co~t: it would take £2,500 to erect a plant 
for the dewatering of the area, and four such 
plant' would be required-two on the eastern 
side and two on the western side, in the 
northern and southern areas of the goldfield. 
The total capital east would, therefore. be 
£10,000. The cost of bailing vvould run 
into a certain amount. The Government 
haYc their own coal mines and the trans. 
port of the coal from the :'-<orth to Gym
pie would mean increased ren'nuc to the 
Railway Department. vVhen Mr. Jones was 
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Secretary for Mines coal was carried by 
the Rai]wily Depa,·tpo,-nt frmn th•3 North 
to the Scottish mine. That gentleman made 
a contract with the manager, Colonel Reid, 
to rhat effect. This could be done again, 
"nd in addition to bringing freight to the 
ru ilwavs would mean increased work for the 
eo a lmi"ners. In addition, a number of sub
sidiary trades dependent on mining opera
tions would benefit, and thus there would be 
an inc rcase in the employment. The Govern
ment must realise that if thev do not take 
arh·antage of the existing opportunities some 
person or company will do so. The chance is 
there !lOW. waiting to be grasped. Betwe•m 
the Sovereign and the Inglewood crosscourses 
there is quite a large block of country from 
which the Government could obtain revenue 
b~ ''ny of lease rents, exemption, and other 
fees, and miners' rights. I think that the 
proposition should appeal to the Govern
ment, and I submit, with all respect, that it 
t·ccelYc· con:"-idcration. 

At 3.16 p.m., 
:\lr. O'KEEFE (Cairns), one of the panel of 

Tempora.ry Chairmen, relieYed the Chair
man in the chair. 

Mr. TOZER: The increase in the gold 
yield is satisfactory to a certain extent, the 
figm"' being as follow:-

Gold yield, fine ozs.-1930, 7,821; 1932, 
23.263; 1933, 91.997. Value-1932, 
£98,815; 1933, £390,729. 

So far as my knowledge goes of Cracow, 
Mount Coolon, and :\fount 1\Iorgan, the 
returns for 1934 will show a considerable 
increase over those for 1933. The Govern
ment. of course, have given as the reason 
for the latter the development of Mount 
Coolon, the reopening of Mount Morgan, the 
assistance given to prospecting, and the low 
rates of ini-erest on capital, and also con
fideEce in Australia. I most certainly agree 
with those grounds. I think they are a fair 
r.nd reasonable statement of the causes of 
tiw pmepNity of 1933. . 

l 'hould like to point out to the Commit
tee that wme people view gold mining as 
more or less a speculation and in the light of 
a gamble. To a certain extent, or in some 
i,·,umceq, it is, but it should be looked upon 
as being more of an investment than a 
gr.mble Certainly I do not approve of the 
formation of companies where a large pro
}•Ort ion of the issued ea pital is not called 
up and shares are issued as paid-up to a 
ce1 tc:m amount. Lately we had in Gympie 
a certain company which put 80,000 contri
buhllg 4<::. shares on the Inarket, but ]~sued 
60.000 >CS paid-up. 

If that amount of £12.000 had been called 
up for the bandit of the mine there could 
have been no eomplaint ngainst it, but it 
is not :in the interests of 1nining gPncrally 
to ha\ c mining entcqwise' conducted bv 
con1panics that issue a trcn1cndous amount 
of paid-up capital. It would soon be found 
that the·,e practices gaV(l the State a vcr~· 
had nan1r>. I do 110t know \rhcthcr anything 
can he done to gnarcl against thcn1. but I 
do knoY that the Stock Excllanges look Yrith 
an nnfaYourrrblc eye on con1panies that i::;:stw 
large \-olnnV'S of pajcl-up capital. 

Tl!i' TEMPORARY CIL\lRl\IA::\: Order! 
Tl1c l1on. member has e·:haustcd the time 
allo'-':d him under the Standing OrdPrs. 

Mr. FOLEY (Xormanby) [3.19 p.m.J: It 
is pleasing to note the important develop
ment that has taken place in the mining 
industry throughout Queensland, particularlv 
in gold production. There is no doubt tha't 
much credit is due to the department for 
the fmancial assistance that it has prayidcrl 
for small prospectors in pursuance of a 
policy that has been in operation for some 
time. Of course, it must be admitted that 
a good deal of this developmeut has been 
prompted by what is termed the present 
high price for gold following upon the 
depreciation of currencies in this and in 
overseas countries. The value of the purchas
ing power represented by the currency in 
which the miner or prospector is paid 
enables him to make a better livelihood 
than he could possibly obtain in most other 
industries, but unfortunately much more 
remains to be done in the way of assistance 
in very deserving cases. It is the policy 
to-day to assist small prospectors and small 
mining companies, but much more could be 
done in many of our mining districts by 
the provision of further crushing facilities. 
If they were provided many shows would 
be opened up and developed, and in parti
cular many low-grade propositions could be 
worked by small parties of miners. I have 
in mind the Clermont district. Although 
I have made representations to the depart
ment from time to time on this very ques
tion, I have ascertained that the conserva
tism of the department causes it to insist 
that the ore shall be won and stacked and 
that then the miners shall definitely prove 
to the department that there are so many 
hundreds of tous of ore at grass with a 
prospect of more before any move will be 
made in the direction of providing the 
necessary crushing facilities. It is a 
wrong a.ttitude to adopt in view of the pre
sent price for gold. Many propositions were 
abandoned in that district years ago, some 
of them recently taken up by syndicates and 
not worked to any extent, but many of them 
could be worked by small p;utics if tho 
conservatism of the depa.rtmont did not 
stand in the way of a progressive policy. 
The department hesitates to indulge in what 
might be termed a little gamble in provid
ing crushing facilities. It is regrettable that 
the department will not provide crushing 
facilities for the convenience of small parties 
of miners in son1e of the Inining districts 
until they can show so many hundred or so 
many thousand tons of ore at grass. That is 
a ridiculous attitude to adopt. I do not 
advocate that gigantic crushing facilities 
should bo provided, but that small pm·table 
batteries, perhaps, a little larger than those 
that arc now being purchased by the depart
ment, should be made available for· miner' 
in the different districts. If the gamhle 
failed the por'tablo batteries would still be 
an asset, and thov could be remoYed £rom 
point to point as ~ccasion required. I hope 
that this regrettable consen·atism on the 
part of the department will cease. \Ye 
should have i1 different outlook if better 
facilities were afforded to small parties of 
miners who rtre ll!Htble to equip thcmsch·cs 
through lack of capital. 

. Tramport is hampering many prospectors 
Ill country drstncts. A constderable time 
ago I ]llaccd before the Minister an appeal 
from the :.\liners' Association at Clennont 
a~ki11~· hin1 to endeavour to 1nakc provision 
\Yhereby miners prospecting on leasehold 
and other lands should haYo the pri,-i]cgc of 

M1·. Poley.] 
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taking a certain number of horses with them 
to a"sist in thoroughly prospecting the coun
trv. Unfortunately, the Minister cannot 
ve"t make a decision on the matter. I do 
iwt know whether he considers that the 
granting of the privilege would eat out the 
poor grazier, but. the inability to do so is 
one of those thmgs that are hampormg 
1n·ospectiHg in sonw country districts. I 
know that. this priYilcge was abu~ecl in the 
early stages of the rush at Cracow, but the 
extraordinary cond)tions that applied there 
do not apply to some of the settle-d mining 
fielr1s throughout the State. One can under
;iand that if a big rush set in to a ymrtir,ular 
district vny little notice would be taken 
uf such restrictions. The men for whom 
l made the request would respect any c0n
ditiom which might be attached to the grant
ing of their application, and it would facili
tate more thorough prospecting. 

I compliment the Minister upon co-opcrat· 
irw with the Commonwealth authorities in 
"e~uring :L geological aerial survey of 
Queensland. Doubtless some adherents of 
the old methods would consider this expendi
ture a waste of money and contend that in 
The final analysis the" pick and shovel, drill 
aml explosives would locate the minerals, 
lmt from what I have seen of the photo
graphs made by the party comprised in the 
n!C0nt suney I am satisfied that definite 
"~ rncturc_, can be deterrnined in many parts 
of the State that will be of considerable 
a:,sistancc to field geologists when they go 
out with parties at a later date. 

I a[1peal to the Government for assistance 
to enable some of the old alluvial fields 
to bo more effectively prospected. I have 
in mind the Clermont field, but, no doubt, 
there are other fields to which my remarks 
might appropriately be applied. The method 
a~clopterl in the Clermont district to-day is 
that a party of minr'n work out a theory, 
s0lect a site, and after very hard work in 
sinking and bottorning a shaft., covering 
mauy weeks, perhaps months, they find that 
much rlriving remains to be done. Probably 
come of that driving is blind driving, and 
after clri Ying rr1an:v feet in the direction of 
the dip payable dirt is not located. That 
shaft is then ::ban cloned and another shaft 
i,; nmk in order to locate the wash. Repre
sentations J1ave already been made by me 
to ihe department on behalf of the progress 
as~ociation. the men1bers of vvhich inter~ 
Yiel,\'f 1 111c at Clcnnont some tinH.:: ago, to 
haYe one of the Department's boring plants 
;na.rle a,~ailablc to them. The department 
has sew·ral, and if ono of them were placed 
under th" control of a field geologist the 
ground could be fully tested in order to 
determine defmitely what is known as the 
\Yild Ott lead. 

I nright rnention for the inforu~at-iL·:. of 
the Co,:m•ittcc that the \Yild c~t lcarl '.a; 
1\-Grkcd lllaiJ>' years ago for 2~ n1ilc•s at u1w 
~trq~·t'. rarrylng quitP a big part;- of llli!H'r...:. 
\\ho C'Atracted a. great d0al of gold fro:u it 
until th0y .: hit the \Y•atcr" iu the d:..•cpC'!' 
portion. of t1Jc ]Pad_. to use rnining lL-ttl
a.ncc. Fto!n that titue O!twarcls no Yrork ha...: 

done except that a few parties of 
have carried on. and n1et \Yith the 

~an1c n·~nli-naincly, the caYing in of thPir 
~lw fts iunnc.·lliatcly they got 111to the \Yator 
area near the bottmn. It is 11ossible, ,,·lth
out a great expenditure of rnoney, to Lore 
svdcrua tic a 1h- and trace the continuation 
o.f that lead,' then sink a shaft off the lead. 

[JI1·. Foley. 

and cYentually drlYc and tap the \V;der, a.nd 
\'.ith prope1· pntnping fa('i:ities drn,in a half 
mile or so of country known to be gold
bearing. 

::\lr. Moom: How deep is it? 

::Ylr. !i'OLEY : One hunch·ed and fifty to 
180 feet. That extent of country which is 
known to be gold~bear.ing could carry up to 
500 minors ou good payable gold. Small 
partiP~ of Jni11cr~ cannot undertake such a 
projt~ct. but if the boring· ·n·ere doni', and a 
('hart d1·.awn Ly a sun,cyor and gl'ologist 
to give ~on1c idea of w}JL•rc thP ddinite 
gutter~ "'.VPre in that lead, pat·tics of minPr~ 
on the field probably would themselves take 
up the job of pumping the area with a new 
to working it effectively. 

Tlw 'ame applies to Black Hidge, 
although the water thoro can be dfecti 1·ely 
dealt vvith by the miner. The gTeat diffi
cultY thnc is that sometimes 200 feet or 
111or~e o~ difficult cuu11"Lry has to lJc · unk 
through by blind st-abbing, rcsn1hng only 
in bottoming a dufior. lf the reqm,sts of the 
Prospectors' A..s;·ociabon "\Yore accl'dcc.l t.o by 
the departrncnt, 110 doubt it \Vould n1ean a~1 
expenditure of a, few thousand pouncb. but, I 
arn eo11fiJent--a1Hl the o1dl'r Iniu~'l'~ in the 
district are of ihe sa1ne oviulon-it would be 
of Yel'Y valuable assistance to p[utie::- of 
lTtincrs ~by giving thern son1ethiug dPfinltc on 
which to procecJ l1efore carryiug out "\York 
la~tiug perhaps se\·eral n1onths in an endea
vour to botto1n upon payable golcJ. I trust 
the l\liniswr will give every cousideration to 
these requests. The hon. gentleman has not 
clone so up to date. I do not knovy vYhy. I 
he1ve not even received clefinito r<'Jlliec to my 
rcque~ts. I arn hoping, ho\\ e\·pr: th- t ill the 
near futlll'e the l1on. g·entlornan ~Hay be 
iuduu.'d to Yisit the L'l<'rrnont ti LL ·:dwn 
110 doubt he vl-'ill Le in a Hlllch LPt. ,·i' 

tion to jndgd for hiu1~l·;£ whctltC'l' a 
expenditure of lllOitC',V v;,·culc.l 1 _, jn.;;ril;·,d 111 

that district. 

I ain also looking forward to a visit from 
tire }linister to the Cracow goldfield. It 
seems remarkable that a field which show<> 
-.:uch prornisc-one n1i11o is at the dividend
payiug stag<' and another has devclo[ll'd a 
large arn of payable ore and is held up tem
porarily for \Vant of capital and machinery
should not vet have had a 1·isit fro·l! thl' 
:\linister, rtlt,hough it has been open for some 
considerable time. Those two areas in the 
dil:ltrict I represent arc deserving o£ rnore 
consideration than thev have received in the 
past. It is quite true. that great a"'istance 
h,rs bel'n rendered bv what is known as the 
plOs]Jecting v-ote, with which I cannot deal 
now. .[ have nvmtioned that the assistance 
that has been ,-enrlc'red in that respect is 
rotnrnerl. £1 for £1 to the State-for every 
£1 given by way of assistance £1 wo!'!h of 
;::oicl has been procured by the minus who 
11a Ye received that aFsistance. Sorne have 
fa red worse than othen. Some have done 
c·xccptionallv welL In one case a party of 
Inin('l':-' ·who had been "\Vorking one clay a 
W('"k ln the coalrninc:..; d0ciderL as a result 
of the slnillp in that trade, to sink on what 
;.., known as the Old Cumlwrland lead. 
Those men haYe, up to date, recr·ivocl well 
DH'l' £1.000 each over a period of twelve 
months from that Particular lease. 

\Ylwn a g-reater nwasur0 of n~...;i . ..;tan\·1.' i..; 
rendered by a proper boring survey, I feel 
sure Ycry good results will accrue to Queens
land as a whole. 
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Mr. KE:.JNY (Cook) [3.39 p.m.]: I have 
listened with interest to the remarks of the 
hon. member who has just resumed his seat, 
and I "m satisfied he has brought forward 
a matter well worthy of consideration by 
the Department of :\>lines-that is, boring 
on old le ads in different localities in Queens
land. Th,,re are many prospectors who are 
desirous of testing the possibilities of mining 
fields and who have not the necessary capital 
to do so. If a boring plant was provided 
these old leads could bo tested and much 
benefit "oulcl accure to the mining industry 
as a whole. 

ThPre are a few points I desire to raise 
on ti,is vote. because I am of the ommon 
that t h0re i;;: great scope in the n1ining ·indus
try i•1 thi>< State. The development which 
is ta~: ir~!.{ place o1ving to the high prico of 
gold is bringing fresh capital to this State. 
and t 11c taxation concessions in regard to 
go1c1P.lining haYC induced many people to 
put 1 heir savings into the industry. I under
stand thnt the Income Tax Commissioners 
of the different States are to meet with a 
Yie,,- to al'riYing at· a common basis in regard 
to t·~xat·ion. and it is suggested in n1ining 
circlc.s that the conce~~ions granted to the 
minint; indu~try are likely to be abolished. 
HulHlreds of thousands of pounds have been 
invc~tt•d in the rninlng industry owing to 
the conc<>-sions that have been granted, and 
if ,nclr action is taken bv the different 
Gon rnments numbers of pe-ople will "-ith
draw their moncv from this inclustrv. and 
that will impede· the progress of mini-ng in 
this State. I strongly advise the Minister 
to oppose their removal with all the vigour 
at his command. 

'rhe development of mmmg 1s being 
i mpedecl by the fact that certain leases have 
been granted in many localities. I ~annat 
altogether blame the present Miuister, 
because leases or concessions 'vere granted 
bv the Moore Government. A number of 
these leases are being worked, but on many 
the holders are not spending money on 
development. whilst doing sufficient to fulfil 
the terms of their agreement. They are 
thuc preventing a large number of genuine 
prospectors from . operating in cas<;s where, 
perhaps, a definite lead could be worked 
for miles. 

These places arc miles awav from where 
the concessionnaires are likeiy to operate 
when thev do come in. but because of the 
existence of the concessi-ons the miners I have 
in mind cannot operate. I think that the 
SecrPtarv for Mines should make these agree
rnents efastic enough to allow genuine pros~ 
pectors to operate on certain definite areas 
that they consider will prove auriferous. I 
know that my suggestion would mean I hat 
the present agreements that have been made 
w;th many of those people would require 
altNation. but when such people arc not 
aclually operating they hav'' no right to 
hclcl nr the genuine prospector. who has 
been 1-here over a Yery long period. I would 
"sk the Minister to consider the question 
frc,m that point of view, and thus allow 
rroopt'ctors who have come on a definite 
lead. or who have an old claim which is not 
bemg- oxploited, to go on and prove that 
lead or claim. After thev have been ''"ork
ine: o1< the lead or claini and have struck 
gold. then the people who hold the leases 
could come to some arrangement with the 
prospector and pay him for the work done 
and the gold found. 

Throughout the State to-day quite a large 
number of miners do not know how they 
stand in regard to the pegging of claims. 
\\' c had quite a lot of trouble in connec
tion with Mount Coolon sorno time ago, and 
it is not desirable that similar trouble should 
occur in other parts of the State. It may be 
that a certain law of pradice operates in 
the mining indttstry to-day with regard to 
the pegging of claims. The Mining Acts 
;,nd the regulations thereunder lay down 
zleflnitelv the conditions under which a claim 
shall b,; pegged, but bec.ausc of decisions 
of wardens a number of miners do not know 
t'xartly where they stand. The law is quite 
definite. Regulations 13 and 14 under the 
Mining Acts .deal with the pegging of claims 
gr'nNally. Hegulalion 14 <ieals with the 
ntarking of ground, and reads~ 

"A holder of a miner's right who 
marks off more ground than he is en
titled to shall be liable to have the 
surplus ground pegged off at either end 
or side of the claim, at the option of a 
holder of a miner's right who applies 
to the warden for such surplus." 

At 3.45 p.m., 
The 0HAIR11AN resumed the chair. 

Mr. KEN:'\iY: There is nothing definite 
there a' to bow these claims 'hall be pegged 
and from che d<>cisions that have been given 
a number of miners are of the opinion that 
the department or the wardens hold the view 
that all claims should be pegged in a rect
angular formation. I have been unable to 
find anything in the Mining Acts or regula
tio'ls thereunder that lavs it clown definitely 
tltac all pegging of clai1ns shall bo in a rect
angular formation. Regulation 32 deals with 
ordinary reef claims, and .does not in any 
way specify rectangular formation. Regula
tion 38 deals with alluvial c1aims, river and 
creek gold claims, pudclling claims, and auri
ferous panel claims. Regulation 38 does deal 
with pegging from the point of view of 
formation. It states-

" The extent allowed for ordinary allu
Yial claims, taken up for the purpose of 
mining for gold, shall be as follows, 
viz. :- . . . and so on. in the same pro
portion. for any number 'lf holders of 
ruiners' rights, not ~xcceding ten, with
out restriction as to the shape of the 
clain1: 

"Prm·irled that the claim of each 
party shall, as nearly as circumstances 
will permit, be a rectangular block, no 
><ide of which shall be less than 50 feet 
if such width is available." 

Thi< is the only regulation I can find dealing 
with the pegging of claims in rectangular 
formation, and it definitely states that it 
can be pegged without restriction as to the 
shape of the claim but that the claim shall 
as ncarh· as circumstances will permit be a 
rectangular block. That does not definitely 
!a v it down that it shall be so in all cases, 
and I take it that in law if a thing is not 
specifically stated it cannot be enforced. 
Therefore, I can find nothing to show defin
itely that the pegging shall be of rectangu
lar formation. I would ask the Minister to 
clarify this point when he replies. It is of 
vital importance to every mining field in 
the State because a doubt does arise. 

I should like the Minister to tell me, and 
incidentally the miners, what regulation or 
what section of the Acts lay it down that 

Mr. Kenny.] 
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there sl1all be rectangular pegging. .:-\ccord
lllg to my reading of the Acis a miner has 
the right to peg his claim in any possible 
formation, but that it is desirable that it 
be pegged in rectangular formation as far 
as possible. What are the rights of the 
miner, and what is the ruling by the 
departrncnt in such cases \Vhere it is impos
sible to peg the claim in rectangular forma
tion? I want a definite decision as to the 
rulin~ of the department on this point. If 
the department insists that the pegging shfill 
be done in rectangular formation, then I 
should like the Minister to advise us as to 
what section or "·hat regulation giYes the 
department that power. If it is not con
tained in the ~tatutc law. then is it a rule 
cif practice aJopted by the r1E'partlllent in 
tiw adiniHi~tration of the rniniug 1a\YS? 

'l'hc SECRETARY FOR MIC\ES (Hon. 
J. Stopford, Muryborough) r3.50 p.m.]: I 
shall deal fir,t with tb0 point miscd by the 
hon. mt:rrlbPr for Cook. bcr:ausA it is prob
ably the most important. ThP mining laws 
as embodied in tlu~ statute are based upon 
practice, o praC'tif'tJ that rlatl'3 back as far 
as the Californian Jolcl rnining day~. when 
n1Pn luHl to dccidP ruattcrs 110t ::-o much 
upon iegal technicalities as upon jLBtic _'. 
Although ~tatutory lttW;-'i nre laicl do-;.vn to 
dctL'l'mirH" principles, quite a lot of 1niuing 
practic·e has co1ne do'lvn throughout the a.ge.::.; 
of mining "·hich has been corlifict! for the 
guidance of miners and others in this and 
In other countries. In a wPll-ordered <'0111-

rnuHitv :-.tatute lcnv is easilv enforcC:'alllc. hut 
it 1nnSt be rcc·ogniHed the.'t on tlw 
of a golcl rush, ·where peo-ple 
assemble together, there must be a simple 
code for the solution uf nroblems rather 
than !C!Jg'thy litigation. Tlwt is why. fol
lowing t hP great confusion that ··xistcd at 
the cornrnence-rnent of Mount Isa--wh~ll 
PYCr~·one was allo\\ed to peg a clalrn of a 
cNtain <nc•a-1\Ir. y,-. H. Corboultl realised 
thctt there would be considerable OYerbp· 
ping·. llc dPsircd to obtain options. but 
with l1is knO}\ leJ.go of rnining he rt'aliscd 
that, no rnattor how p0ople de-.:ired to con
form with the law, tfH•re "·ould be this oYer
lapping, and that in an endeavour to brlng 
order out of confusion 1nanv n1en who 
bdieved they had claims or '!eas<'s would 
find that they had none. He took an option 
from everybody who had pegged out a c1aim 
so as to avoid the confusion that would fol
IO\\'. The Miner's Guide that I caused to be 
prepared after that time contained practical 
explanations of the law of pegging. The 
2\1ining Acts lay it down that the man who 
insists upon a legal interpretation of his 
rights can call a lawver to his aid but the 
ordinary miner would go bandy-legged drag
gmg the unconsolidated Acts round the coun
try. The Miner's Guide, which costs only ls., 
sets out in sirnp1e language the rule~ relat
ing to the n1othcds of po:-;;·ging, and is 
inlcrHh'd as :1 protection aga in:-.t the man 
who has no knowledge of the legal complica
tions of the problcn1. It o;ds out that 
the old practice relating to veg·ging shall 
obtam. \Vhcther the p<'gging be ieetangu
lar or not. if a dispute arise', the warJen 
doe~ not sit :lR a ,court, bnt o·oes out on to 
a log- and lights his pipe. I ~'aS at the Dee 
RiYer rush ''"·}Jen Ycry important questions 
had to be decrded bv the wardPn. Ylr. J. C. 
Linedale. First of all a miner's dish would 
be secured and sounded, and the miners who 
were partie' to the disputes would assemble 
round the warden. If it was a question of 

[Mr. Kenny. 

JUmping a claim, Mr. Linedale woulu giH• 
his decision, not as a warden, but merely 
as an arbitrator. I could not decide a 
dispute relating to a lease in my ea pacity 
as Secretary for Mines. A properly quali
fied suneyor may adjust boundaries. and 
he may afterwards come to me fer linal 
dcternrination. 

In all matters affecting claims the warden 
has the opportunity of deciding disputes in 
the first instance. He decides them in a 
common sense manner on the relative merits 
of the disputants. If either of the dis
putants is dissatisfied with the decision of 
the warden he has the right of appeal to 
the Supreme Court. vVe have many 
" cigarette " n1iners to-day who know noth~ 
ing about our mining la\YS. but rush out 
to a field all with 11cgs of different sizes 
and stick them in wherever they think lit, 
not knovving east fron1 \YCst or north from 
south. They dig their feet in and then 
think that the Minister should in some magic 
way decide their disputes. The old law 
or practice for settling disputes, which pre. 
seryed order in many pioneering fields, 
cannot be OYerridden bv anv statute law 
that '"' may make here: A; I haYe said, 
I have seen manv disputes decided bv the 
\Y>tnlen. 'Csuallv tho statement of' the 
warden to the t,;,o disputants is something 
like this: " You claim this ground-You 
claim it too. \Yell, ha!f of it is yours, and 
ha]£ of it i~ yours." Then everyone goes 
back to \YOrk. I do not think the legal 
rights of the disputants pnd. They ha Ye a 
right of appeal to the Supreme Court or 
some otlwr court. But I have alwavs found 
that the decision of the warJen was "accepted 
\Yithout caYil. 

The hon. member for Gympie remarked 
on the inadequacy of the vote for loans 
under the Mining Machinery Advances Act. 
I haYe subscribed to that view myself. I 
am the best spender in this Committee. If 
you give me the money then I am the 
greatest optimist in the country. (Laughter.) 
If this vote is not adequate then any claim 
for assistance to purcha~e mining machinery 
to test a new field \vill receive the fullest 
consideration. T<?-day \VC have many n:-en 
who stand on then· o"·n feet throug-h assist
ance granted by the department. 

Mv friend the hon. member for Normanby 
made an appeal for the establishment of 
more batteries. If I looked for places where 
I could put batteries I should have. more 
batterin than horses I haYe backed m the 
l\Iclhourne Cup. (Laughter.) But it is a 
cardin'Ll principle in mining that the first 
step vou must take is to sec what body of 
ore r'eserYes there is in a given show, and 
then look for a batter:'. Some of the diffi
culties \Ve have to encounter overseas in 
connection with mining ventures, not only 
in Queensland and \VT estern Australia, but 
also in other States, arise from th~ fact 
that men have gone down a few feet, 
obtained a fine looking specimen, and then 
decided it was time to promote a company. 
Their ideas of promoting the sale of their 
shares was to put a lot of machinery on 
top of the claim and then go looking for 
the ore. I have been most generous to any 
person who has come to me and made a 
definite statement, backed by my own 
officials, that he has conducted prospecting 
operations to disclose a body of or€) wfli
cient to maintain a battery. I have always 
helped such an application and have 11lways 
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:;aid that a battery would be forthcoming 
1f that mformat1on was obtainable but some 
people think first of a battcrv 'and then 
look for the ore. If God is o-,;od to them 
they will find it, but what abo~t mv battery 
if the} do not? · 

Th<e hon. member for Kormanbv introduced 
matters affecting his electorate. · His electo
rate has been very generously treated but 
has responded by winning for the l:;ta te an 
am~mut of met":] equiYalPnt in value to the 
ass1sta_nce obtamed: Katurally, I cannot 
sub~cnbe. to a pohcy of placing batteries 
md1scnmmately everywhere. I did initiate 
a .scheme. of purch.asing three-stamp bat. 
tcnes, which I foohshlv believed cou:d be 
used for prospecting purposes but when I 
located these batteries I fou'nd that thev 
became permanent batteries. and that to 
remoyo them I should require a bodv of 
poh;·e. (Laughter.) They arc doing good 
\\one nevertheless, . not as prospecting bat
tPt'Ih. but m helpmg the owners of small 
show. to eke out a decent living. 

The· hon. member also asked that pro
speer<•rs be allow€'d to take horses on to 
leasdwl? properties, and probably :'reehold 
proper~res. vyhen such a right was con
ceded m certam cases it was never dr(lamed 
that \Virth's circus would be taken on to 
theee shows. In actual practice men have 
av~Ikd themselves of the opportunity of 
gom!i on to the property of a selector or 
graz1er, accompanied by a number of horses 
altogether out of proportion to their per

_. .. ,0nal requ1remcnb. Tht' result is that 
they, eat the selector out of grass and 
us~ n1s water. No n1an with a sense of 
fanness would permit such a thing to 
happen. 

. The ae~ial survey is an experiment-up 
In

1
tbe .arr, as. it were-(laughter)-but I 

bedcYe It may nave good results. At least 
we have the gratification of knowing that 
Queensland has been the first State to receive 
the attention o£ _such experts. I am hopeful 
that, 1f It does not brmg any o-reat direct 
bcnd!r by _discon•rics in Quce~sland, the 
"~ark done I~ the Northern Territory will 
P}'Ove conclusively that the outlet from thA 
T\orthern Territory is rightlv through Queens
land. ':'nd phat we shall be recompensed in 
that duectron. 

ThA ~on. member for Gympie seems to bA 
astrav m regard to the Chillagoe smelters. 
The !ran. member would have us believe that 
we lJave lost approximately £200,000, but 
~hat amount represents the allocation from 
'l'rust, Fund for the. purchase of ores. When 
the ]>tister copper IS reahsed the money is 
repa1d, and the difference unfortunatelv con
~htutes a loss. The continuation of Chi'ilagoe 
~~ neces.:ar~T' because I bchcyc it is ])erfonn
~ng an mdr_rect benefit to the State in keep
~ng a certam number of men at work in the 
t;u north of Que~nsland. and keeping men 
ready to carry on If perclo ance any rehabilita
tion of the prices of lead and copper should 
take place. 

I do not know that any other matter men
tioned by any hon. member has not been 
replied to. I assure the Committee that the 
policy purst_Ied bv the department of giving 
asststance mdependently of the electorate 
. and of the company concerned will be con
tinued. We are hopeful that Gold Mines of 
Australia, Limited, will be able to do some
thing. in Charters Towers. Naturally, when 
one g1ve5 a concession OY('r a large area. one 

is assaile.d by a certain amount of criticism, 
for although country may lie idle for forty 
years and no one wants it, immediately a 
concerted effort is made by a large company 
and a concession is granted, everybody in 
the district feels he could do the work, 
although he has had that opportunity for 
probably forty years. I believe that Char
ters Towers, Gympie, and other fields sup
posedly worked out are not really finished. 
With the present price of gold and modern 
methods of treatment and transport, we can 
look forward to something being done, and 
if a company is formed. not with the object 
of gambling on the stock exchange but with 
a view to proving or disproving the value 
of those fields, then at least some work will 
be done. The ex-Secretary for Mines gave 
the Monnt Isa Company a concession at 
Lawn Hill, on which £30,000 was spent. The 
company threw up the proposition because 
it was not big enough, but we have now in 
our posse"ion data that might later on make 
it worth while for a smaller company to 
look at it, so that the granting of that con· 
cession was a \vise one. All these concessions 
are granted subject to a provision that all 
data-investigation. results, assays, etc.
must finally come to the Department of 
:\Iines. where thov are available at anv time 
for anyone who closires later on to ca]:ry on 
the work. 

l\fr. BRA:!'\D (!His) [4.5 p.m.]: Undoubt· 
edly Queensland abounds in mineral wealth. 
Her deposits of coal have possibly no equal 
in Australia, or indeed in the world. The 
Department of Mines is, therefore, a very 
important department, requiring administra
tive heads with dynamic force to encourage 
the greatest productivity possible. During 
the whole history of Queensland the mining 
industry of Queensland has had wonderful 
possibilities. 

In the past gold '!1ining has c0rtainly been 
a great factor in the settlement of our 
country. It has now been revived and 
operations are being carried on in every 
portic'l of the State, and that is solely due 
tc the fact that values have incre'lsed enor
mously. I \Va~ glad to hear the Secretary 
for Mines say that he recognised the possi· 
bilitv of a revival of activities on the old 
min~ral fields of Gympie, Mount Morgan, 
and Charters Towers, whore large popula· 
tions were employed in this industry some 
_~-ears a go. I should like to know if the 
Minister is giving careful attention to every 
avenue in which this industry may be further 
developed. 

In 1929, when the Moore Government took 
charge of the affairs of Queensland, mining 
"as at the lowest ebb it had ever reached 
in the history of the State. There was prac· 
tically no movement in any of the mining 
fields. The Government, demonstrating their 
busin1>;:;s abilit.), connnenced actiYities \vhich 
led to the development that is evident to· 
day. It must be remembered that before 
the industry could be revived much cleaning 
up had to be done by the Moore Govern· 
rner.t. and the whole matter was put on a 
sound basis. They disposed of those pro· 
positions controlled by the department which 
did not pay and which, from an economic 
nnint of view, were of no value to the State . 
There were one or two mining ventures 
which returned a loss but represented a net 
economic value, and the Government thought 
it would be in the interests of the people 
of Queensland to continue to work them 

Mr. Brand.] 
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and endeavour to stimulate their produc
tion capacity. A notable example was the 
Chillagoe State Smelters, which the pre· 
vious Labour Government had closed down. 
The Moore Government restarted those 
works and they have continued working ever 
s1ncc. 

In an end ea VO!J.r to encourage the coal 
mining industry, particularly in the Bowen 
district, an effort was made to set up the 
manufacture of coke. In this connection 
reports were received from officers of the 
Department of Mines which indicated that 
it was possible to carbonise 65 tons of coke 
from 100 tons of coal. Events have proved 
that we are carbonising less than 60 tons 
from that amount of coal. From those 
figure- it would appe·ar that either the coal 
at that centre has deteriorated or the reports 
were based on a misconception. It appears 
~.hat at the present time the cost of produc
tion of each ton of coke is £2· 2s. 8.22d., and 
it is being sold at from 33s. to 35s. a ton, 
whilst 33s. a ton is received from the prac
i ically sheltered preserve of Mount Is a. The 
Department of ]l.,fines should remember that 
it is not desirable that we should continue 
eny '"bite elephants in the mining indus
tn. There is something radica!lv wrong 
when reports indicate that works should be 
c•-tablished in order to help the mining 
indust17, and after the Government have 
spent much money on the establishment of 
th0 undertaking losses are found to be taking 
place. The loss in the year before last was 
over £2,000, and last year the loss was 
approximatcl:'- £9,000. If this state of affairs 
is to continue, whore will it lead the State? 

:\Ir. FoLEY: What about indirect benefit? 

Mr. BRAND: I will point out to the 
hou. lllPlnbrr for Xorn1anLy, who lH_,~~< ~scs 
1111 intimate knowlcdgt~ of thi~ rnaiter, that 
the n'!)Orts inchcat0rl th~lt the~ u;:dC'rt~lkin!..t 
would show a proGt; an cl, in view of th'e 
f et that WP have a sheltered market at 
:\[aunt Isa, it shoulcl haYe shown a jlrol:t. 
Smncrhing ha . .s hrtppcned. in regard to these 
renu·u · and we in this I""arl1arncr"i are 
untitlccl to kuow what has o·on2 v.rong-, l 
tell ihc Conunitteo again t]~at tbu ! ... ~~·)OJ't:
indicatPrl a carboni' ttion cf 65 tons nr'coke 
from 100 tons of co·al, and it has turrwd our 
to 1H~ less than 60 tons. ~rhPre i:-: ..::,Jmething
'nong. I hope the Minister will give to 
t!w members of this Committee an indication 
of what is really happening. 

~.\ftcr all. it should be our busine's to 
take a g-reat interef:t in the actiYities of tht~ 
dcpartrnt'nt. \Vc have n1E>n \Vho understand 
tht• mining industrY, and theY should 
[IC><~Pf~~ enough busint'ss actunen fo enable 
thc~c conct1 rns to be profitable unrlertakinus. 
\Y c . ha Ye the CJ1illagoc s1nehing \Yotks 
showmg heavy losses, whereas under the 
policy of the late Gon'rnmeJtt the loss was 
,-cry small. \V0 as a Committee rhsire to 
ha-;'t' the~0 n1.attors investigatPd. The ::\Iin
i~tt•r. undPr:.tanding the mining lnduE-trv, 
should lw a dvnarnic force in o-uirlirw the 
activities of this industry. n " 

Only last year the Coal Production Reg-u
lation Act was passed with a view to endea
vouring to establish an export trade in coaL 
That measure contained features '"hich 
~olnn10nclcd t~emselves to the coahuiHing 
mclustrY. and rt enabled those concerned to 
get togcthPr for the purpose of extending 
the trade in order that more miners could 
be employed in the industry. So far as J 
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an1 aware 110 results have been obtained up 
to the present, and this afternoon the 
Ylinister may be able to inform us as to the 
po~sibillty of extending our tnarket~~ T~1s 
is a very big industry, and were the oeposrts 
existing in Queensland to be found 1n any 
other countrv we should find that that 
country was doing a Yory large coal trade. 
It i.s tche dutv of the :'dinister in ·:haril·e of 
this department and his officers to u«.· t'Yery 
nicans at their disposal for the de,·elo~nueut 
of this indu~trv in orc1f'r that tilt_· large 
number of pcot1le usually de]""Hl81tl on it 
nH:l~T be placed ill perma~lcnt _worl;:. l tru~t 
that the Secretary for ::VI1ne-- 1s not goin,s· to 
follow his predecessor in the preY Jous 
Labour Governn1ent and build up rrcord 
losses in Sta tc enterprises or what ha Ye 
lll'Cil termed "vYhite elephants." I trust he 
will lay the foundation for a suc"essful 
industrv. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LA:>~DS: It was 
,~our GoYernment that initiated tha coke 
OYCDS. 

:Wr. BRAKD: Of comse we initiated 
them, but on the basis of .proving a profit
able concern. There is no ree.son ·why the:,; 
should not be a profitable' undC'rtakiu:.;·. I 
saY that the reports at least indicate to the 
G~vcrnment that certain thiug~ an· ha ~)PC'll
inrr. I desire that the :!\linister ,houlrl 
ch~ck up on the 1natter. I an1 not l'clising 
tl1e point -,yith any hostility, but. mereh· with 
a vimY of bc,ing helpful. The Miuistc_ has 
bcc•n a miner, and under'jtands the industry. 
He should check up on the statements that 
haye been made, and S'-'C wlwt is ha11pc·ning, 
and \Yhy large los~cs coutiuue. T'lH-'n' has 
bee:1 a lo"" of npproxin1atc~y £9.000 on a 
tunronT of £3),000! That would not suit 
on;~ priYatc enterprise: why 2hould it i'uit 
tlw Slate' Aft0r all, if the Stctte is an ideal 
CIU!}}over. as it o·cnPrallv is, Wl' ate f'nt1tled 
to ;'"l;ect from it the bE ~t of service in order 
that these industries ma_v be a success, and 
~hall not ·rontinue to pllc up loHe:-~, rhu~ 
u:timatelv increasing the debt th~t will 
haYC to he met by tlre people by taxation. 
\Ye know that the terrific lossc' that 
oc_·(·urrcd in thP past arc a burden on the 
whole' of the people. and haYe to be met by 
hurdensorrH~ taxation. 

I hopf~ that tho l\li:1istcr will fL'r;ogni:3l' 
the mec•d for the cleYelovrnent of ou!· gold 
mining· industry, and particularly g·h-e 
attention to the nHlttcr ral~t}d by the hon. 
mcrnbcr for Gvn1pie, and that the GoYc-rn
Dl<:-ni" v.riil h~1~1d sornc as~istance- in the 
dcwntf'ring of tht~ G~'nlpic field. I~ we can 
n'-C,·t-::blish those rnine~ and get thc•rn back 
to ~<Jmething ap11roxilnating their fDrtner 
grcatncs::. w-hil'h on the present prico of 
f!old should be possihle, we shall be helping 
in the deyelolnncnt anrl in the rccon·~truc
tion of our State. This is badly needed. 

The SECRETARY FOR lVJ INES : YOU should 
place the blame for the loss on these coke 
OYC'ns at the door of your own Government. 
Do not try to place them at my doorstep. 

:\1r. BRA="D: The hon. gentleman i;; in 
charge of the Department of Mines to-day. 
If the Moore GoYernmcnt were in power 
they would check up on the statement- that 
haYc been made. 

The SEcRETARY FOR MINES : 'The ?dom·e 
UoYL'rnnlcnt pas~ed a la \V prohibiting the 
csta blishment of State enterprises in the 
fuhuc, but they immediately proceeded 
illegally to set up another State enterprise 



Supply. [7 NovEMBER.] Supply. 1245 

in the form of coke ovens. and the hon. 
member for Isis is now endeavouring to 
place the blame for the losses in connection 
with this enterprise on my shoulders. They 
also entered into a rotten agreement. 

:Mr. BRAND: I do not think that the 
:Ministel' is giving the attention that he 
should give to the coke ovens. There should 
not be these losses. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\IIXES: Your Govern· 
ment should have attended to that matter 
before thPy made the a-greement with Mount 
I sa. 

Mr. BRAND: It is quite possible to make 
rr success of n1any n1ining undertakings in 
Queensland. It only needs a thorough 
inyestigation to bring them to a point of 
dliciency. I was endeavouring to explain 
to thP Committee that there were certain 
possibilities in connection with the coke
making industr0•. I pointed out that it 
,,-as anticipated that there would be a return 
of 65 tons out of lOO tons of coal carbonised. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : \V e arc getting 
67 tons. 

:Yir. BRAND: You arc getting less than 
60 tons. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES : You are talking 
through your nc•ck. 

:\Ir. BRA:'-JD: If I am talking through 
Ill\" neck then the Auditor-General is also 
Ja.lking through his n<~ck. 

The SEcRETARY roR :Vlrxcs: That is up to 
June. 

Mr. BRAND: We are entitled to rely on 
a statement mad~ by the Auditor-General. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: 'Gp to the end 
of June. 

:Ylr. BR"\ND: He reported on the under
taking for the last !inancial vear. If the 
Minister has an effective replv then I should 
like to hear it. • 

Tlw SECRET.\RY FOR MIXES : Then why not 
sit down and give me a chance? 

Mr. BRA:'-JD : The Minister has spoken 
on the vote, and I am onlv entitled to 
twenty-five minutes, which I ·haYe not yet 
exhausted. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES . I cannot speak 
while you are speaking. 

:\fr. BRAND: l will resume mv seat in 
order that the Minister may reply: I hope 
he \vill take the matter in hand and that he 
will check up on tho statements that have 
been made. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I wiiJ deal 
with you and your Government. 

Item (Department of Mines-Chic£ Office) 
agreed to . 

. \t 4.20 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN: By agreement I shall 
now proceed to put the questions for the 
balance remaining unvoted. 

VOTER PASSED UNDER 0PERATIOX OF STAXDIXG 
ORDER 307 AKD SESSIOKAL ORDER. 

L' ncler the provisions of Standing Order 
307 and the Sessional Order agreed to. by 
the House on 29th August last, the questiOns 
for the following votes were put by the 
Chairman and agreed to:-

Department of Niines-Balance of Vote, 
£42,472. 

Department of Labour and Industry, 
£100,186. 

Department of Railways, £4,625,000. 
Trust and Special Funds K3timates, 

£6,344,673. 
Loan Fund Account Estimates, £4,350.000. 
Supplementary Estimates, 1933-34-

£ s. d. 
Re,-enue 83.709 5 4 
Trust Funds 444,216 15 9 
Loan Fund Account 314,216 8 2 

Vote of Credit, on account. 1935-36, 
£3,550,000. 

The House resumed. 
The CH.HRMAX reported that the Committee 

had come to certain resolutions, and asked 
lea Ye to sit again. 

Resumption of Committee made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

RECEP-rrox OF RESOLuTIOXS. 
The TREASL'RER (Hon. \Y. Forgan 

Smith, :>Irtckay) : I moYe-
" That the resolutions be r• cciYcd 

to-morrolv.'' 
Question put and passed. 
The Hous,, ?,djourned at 4.27 p.m. 




