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FRIDAY, 2 NOVEMBER, 1934. 

Mr. "'E\EER (lion, G. Pollock, Grcuorv) 
tock thn d1ccir at 10.30 a.m. 

QTTESTIOX OF ORDER. 

?vfr. KE~\::\).:'"" (Conk). haYing given notice 
of n ((UC~tion-···· 

r. Brp,~·sil\•_,TOX You arc a. ~n1ng-faccd 
J,, ;H)CTiH' to a~k n. question like that. 

I{EXXY: }le. Speaker~ I rise to a 
of order. The hem. member for Forti. 
V:11lev referred to 1110 as a "srnug
hypocrite." I desire that you ask hl1n 

to wi1JJclraw. 

:-~;·, .. Si'EAKETI: Did tlw hon. member 
fer Fonitnde \-alley use thosP 'Yards? 

l\Ir. BR·\SRI:\GTO;-,;: I admit that, ::'>Ir. 
SrH aker. I withdraw and--

:\Jr. SPEAKER: Order! 

:\Ir. BR,SSIKGTO:\: I withdraw. :\Jr. 
Spc·akc·r; but that does not n1tcr n1y opinion. 

1\lr. SPEAKER: I did 110t catch what 
t be lton. lYternber said. 

::\11'. BRAS~INGTo;-,;: I said I will ,,-ithdra'"; 
bui that cannot alter my opinion. 

?ITr. ::lPK\KEH.: Order! I ask the hon. 
rnc111l.t'r to withdraw unro:c.erYedl:y. 

Mr. BRASS1XGTOX: If you have it that way, 
:\h. Speaker, I will. 

SUPPLY. 

HEsr;,rPTION OF CmDII'lTEE-EsTIMATES

FrFTEEl\TH ALLOTTED DAY. 

rJir. Oleclson, lps1Cich, in the chair.) 

EsTDIATES r:-.: CHIEF. 1934-35. 

DEPARTi\lENT OF rr:nLIC' LAXDS. 

rRRfGATTO~ A;\lJ "\L\TER SUPPLY. 

Quc,iion-'' That £13,511 bo granted for 
' Irrigation and \\'at r 6upply ' "-put and 
P""ed. 

MibCELL.\.:\EOl'S. 

The :'ll<:C'RETAHY FOTI FCBLIC LAJ';DS 
(llo'l. P. l'easc, Huuut): I move--

.. TLat £L1CG b _, gra 111 ~·d for · :::\L:--1 ·1-
laneous.' '' 

I tern agreed to. 

DEP.\RL\IE~T OF JrsTrcE. 

CHIEF 0 !· FICE. 

Tlw ATTOR.:\EY-GEXER.·\L (Holl. J" 
~\fnllan, CurjJrnturia): I rnoYc-

,, Thai £21,450 be grant, d for :.Depart· 
mcnt of Jnslice-Chief Office.' 

:.1!'. H. ~1. Kl::\G (! .. r,rJu ) l10.36 ·,.rn.!: l 
notice that the appropriation for the Chief 
Office this } ('ar shO''- s an increase of £1,398 
on the arnount appropriated last year, 
although the number of officers is the same. 
The incrrascd cxpcnclitum appears to be in 
r·espect of salary increases, and I presun1e 
the incrca:"e in the contingencies, so far as 
1he retirillg allov\ ance is concerned, is in 
rL·spoct of ::\ir. Hanis, ''"ho retired some 
time ago from the position of Cit} Coroner. 

In dealing with the activities of the 
llPpartment of Justice, I wish particularly 
to refer to the question of divorce and 
matters inciclental thereto-matters that are 
attracting the attention of a great number 
of people at the prccent time. One matter 
concerns the domicile of a wife. The law 
throughout tho British Don1jnjons sce1ns to 
he th'it the "·ife's domicile follows the hus· 
band's domicile, and thi rule of ]a·,": creates 
yery great difficulty. For in;;:tance, a hus
band mav have differences with his wife 
and go fo live in a country outsitle the 
jurisdiction of the Queen<] Rncl courts. Up till 
quite recently it was impossible for the wife 
to get a diYorce nnle:-:s. haYing under thrs 
rule of law acquired the domicile of her 
husband, she su0d in the new jurisdiction 
\dwre he had taken Lip rc•sidence. In 1923 
an amending Act ,,-as passed by the Labour 
:\clminishation, and under section 3 thereof 
proviE:iou ''as n1adc for a ·wife to retain 
her Queensland domicile. notwithstanding 
that her husband had acquired a foreign 
domicile. It was generally accepted that 
the law would be applicable in almost every 
ca:-c, bnt a year or so ago 've had the .start
ling annonncerncnt by :\Ir. Justice Iloneh
man that that section was peculiar to Queens
land, and \Yas only .. , a lid in so far as it 
related to a remarriage in Quef'n,lancl by a 
petitioning wife or a divorcee. That cnates 
a state of affairs which ehould not be toler· 
ated and which should be oYercome at the 
first opportunity. I know, of course, that it 
is impossible for any State to make a um· 
form law for Australia-that is the duty 
of the Commonwealth-and my object in rais
ing the matter this morning is to impress 
npon the Attorney-General tne desi 1 ,, :JJcnt>:-s 

jj11', R. Jf King.] 
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of rnuking such representation to the Com
monwealth authorities as may be nece'";arv 
to secure uniformitv in that and othe~· 
Inatters concerning ciiYorce laws. I tlo not 
•vish to be misunderstood. I am by no means 
in favour of doing anything that will make 
the marriage tic less binding than it is
for the marr1age tie is something more than 
a ci vi! contract-but it seems to me to be 
ridiculous that within tho Commonwealth 
different divorce laws should be operating 
iu the various States. rrhe diYorce laws 
should be uniform, and I am asking the 
_\ttorney-General to take up the matter with 
the Commonwealth authorities. under sec
tion 51 of the Constitution Act provision 
i; rna-clr• _that the Commonwealth Parliament 
shall. subject to the Constitution, have full 
powers to make law" for the peace, order. 
and good Gm·ernmcnt of the Commonwealth. 
with respect to. inter alia (vide subsection 
22l diYOl'C'P and 111atrin1onial causes and in 
relation thereto parental righb a;,d guar
dianship of infants. 'I11ese are matters of 
importance to Queensland and Australia 
g-enerally. I should be glad if the hon. 
g·entlcman would take the matter up with 
the Co111monwealth Attornev-Gcneral with a 
Yie'v to the passage of a~ uniform divorce 
law throughout .-\ustmlia. including this 
altPration in relation to the wife's domicilE>. 
V\ ..... P hQ Ye rnanv laws that arc uniforn1 
throughout the Commonwealth. including the 
Bankruptcy Acts. \Ye should have a uniform 
Compan> Act: that would be appr<'ciatecl 
i hroughout A\ustralia. 

Thoro is another condition in relation to 
our d-ivorce laws tltat 1 wish to ITlf'ntion. 
A ruling wns giYcn rnany years ago by the 
Crown Solicitor's Office t·o the effect that 
divorcee-s could not !2.'Ct n1arried for a cer
tain period after tlw cjuclgment absolute had 
henn granted. That ruling \Yas entirely 
\\TOll!'- I took the matter up with the pre
sent Crown Solicitor, and he was pleased 
I did so: and that ruling has since been 
altered. In divorce cases, if the petitioner 
is successful. a judgn1ent niri is granted~ 
; nd that judgment can be made absolute 
after t·hc expiration of three months. Years 
ago it used to be six months, but the common 
practice now is to 1uake it three months. 
That judgtnc11t nisi is \vhat one rnight call 
a temporary judgment, and within that 
three months there is a right of interven
tion by the Attorney-General or any other 
interested person. This old ruling I refer 
to was that to the effect that the judgment 
absolute was to be regarded in the same 
way a~ any other judgrnent of the court, and 
a certain time would have to elapse before 
either party could be remarried. The 
Hegistrar-General would not rnarry such a 
person till a certain time had elapsed after 
the judgment absolute was made. 

Tbe ATTORXEY-GEXERAL: \Vhcn was that 
ruling given 1 and by "\vhonl '? 

Mr. R M. KL'\G: I do not know by 
whom it was gi.-ciL I am not attributing 
it to the present officials. That old ruling 
prevailed until I drew the attention of the 
Crown Solicitor to it. A ca"e had been 
brought under 1ny notice where the Registrar 
had refused to celebrate a marriarre imme
diate!) after judgment had been" granted 
by the court on the ground that a further 
period had to elapse in order to allow the 
parties the right of appeal, the same as 

[21·Ir. R. 3!. King. 

with anv ordinary judgment in !.he Supreme 
Court. • 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Suppose a divorcee 
got married and the appeal succeeded'! 

cvlr. R. M. Kl::\G: :'\o perMm CL~ leg-ally 
nrar-rv before the order nisi i~ n:ade 
ab.ol~>te. As soon as the order absolute is 
Inadc be is entitled to get married. 

The AT1'0R~EY-GENERAL: Don't you believe 
in the right of appeal? 

:\[r. R. M. KING: The right of appeal 
can be exercised between the time of the 
judgment nisi and the judgment absolute. 

The ATTORXEY-GEXER.\L: ='Jot after the 
j udgmcnt absolute? 

I\Ir. R. :\1. KII\G: :'\o. certainly not. The 
opinion ~ccnlCU to prc\ ail in the n1ind.~ of 
the registrars ancl of the clergy throughout 
Queensland that they could not marry diYor
cees until a further period. pmbably twenty
one clays elapsed after the judgment abso
iutc. I simpl:· raise this matter at the 
prto~ent tin1e in order that pub] icity n1ay be 
gin~n to it and to bring ii under the notice 
of those diYorcf'd per:--ons who dc~irc to 
remarrY. It i• yer often desirable that a 
divorf'(;e should bC rnarried intmc-diatclv 
aftpr the judgn1cnt ab..;oluu~. T refer to ~ud1 
pl'l ,on.;:. ns have b:_•en living together ·· on 
thP wrong side of the blanket." a~ it werl'. 
I think it desirable that the conn~ntion~ 
~hculd llt' ob~cn-cd a~ ::;;oon as pos~iblr~. J !t 

the intcn~~ts of public 111orahty tlwsl' peo1llt~ 
~h>:ltlld havP tl1P opportunity of 1uarrying 
a~ ~oon as po~::;ible, and it i, '~'ith thi=-- end 
jll Yit'\Y that I raise the rnattcr thi" Inorn
ing. Thr'rc i~ a \\Tong in1prpssion in tlH~ 
lllind~ of the Hcgist-rar-Gen0ral and n:--o the 
clergy of Quc0nsland in coniH'ction with thr~ 
111attcr. and thnt erroneous in1pression f'hould 
br dissipated. 

Tbl' ATTORXEY-GEXETIAL: \V hen did the 
hon. nJcmbcr raisf' the question with the 
C'i·own Solicitor? 

:\lr. R. :\I. KIXG: It is on1y \\ithin the 
la't month that I rai,ed that particub r 
point. I had neYer board of the mling. 
::.\1y opinion was sought b' a client, and n1_:. 
advice was that he c-oLrld marrv imrn<'diatelv 
tlw jndgn1cnt ni~i W8:-; made~ ah~olutc. "r 
was then told that the Hegistrar-General 
"\\ onld not pcrn1it it. 1 then interYievrcd 
thal of!irial ilnd wa' informed that it wa' 
illegal. I then procecclPd 10 thl? Crown Soli
citor and he inforn1cd me that tf.,lt Wl~ so. 
A little time aftenYards the Crown Solici
tor informed me that that ruling had been 
Yaried. I dc,ire to ler the public know 
that. a rernarriagc can be solcn1nised as 
~oon as the order nisi has b0en ruade ab~o
lutc. 

\Y c o ppreciatc the work of the Rl'gi,trar
GPncral's Departn1ent. not only in rc.;pect 
0f the ordiuary work of registering births, 
deaths, and rnarriage~. but also in connec
tion with the valuable ~tatistics prepared for 
the information of members of Parliament 
and the public generally. The Registrar
c;cncral j,s cloing YC't',\' fine \.YOrk H.t tl1· ~ 
('apa,·ity, and aL-o a:.; llegistrar of Fricudl.v 
SocietiP~. lVlr. Porter j;-; held in very high 
esteem hv the member' of these societie•. I 
am a member of a friendly society, and we 
Yalue the excellence of his statistical work. It 
i~ unfortunate that verv often stati'3tic~ are 
mi.;used. I Llo not sa~- that that practil'e 
i~ confined to hon. metnbcrs on tho GoYPrn
ment side of the Cl1amber. In a report that 
wa.-; recently i:-~ued a comparison i" 1naJo 
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1>chYeen present costs of liYing in Brisbane 
and the other capital cities of the Common
,;-c·alth on the basis of the aYerage cost for 
"11 eapita.l cities in 1911. In connection with 
iortv-six commodities and house rentals the 
eeport to >Yhich I refer shows the position 
"' follo\Yc:-

Cosr OF Foon. 

Brif"ba:nc 
:\Ielbonruc 
Adelaide 
Hobart 
Svd.nPY 
p"ert1I. 

GROCERIES, 
RENT. 

1911. 
Average. 

s. d. 
20 0 
20 0 
20 0 
20 0 
20 0 
20 0 

A:-;n Hoc;sE 

1934. 

s. d. 
24 8 
26 7 
26 2 
28 2 
29 0 
28 2 

Jn th,, rq•orr to which I haYc referred the 
~11111 of 2C ~ i~ taken as a basis for ('Onlpari
con. but that cloc.· not represent the purchas
ing l)O\\·cr of the-e eitics in 1911. The 
foJJov,·ing table :-:hn\YS the purcha:-ing p01.YC'f 

f till' .-ix ea pi tal cities in 1911:-
s. d. 

Brisbane 17 4 
:\[ ell:ourne 18 8 
Adelaide 21 5 
I-Iobart- 18 9 
:-; dney 21 0 
Perth 23 3 

In 192"A r]H' nmour,t required to pnrcha"lc n 
:-in1ilar qu, nhty of con1n1oditic" anc1 pay for 
J'l'!:i 1\':1~ i~· fo1JO\I'S: --

s. (/. 
Dri.:::ha11c 24 8 
~, IPlLcJurnc 26 7 
.\dPlaidc 26 2 
Hobarl 28 2 
S·.dncy 29 0 
p'U'til, 28 2 

The report ie absolutely misleading because 
1lu=: ligUl'('"· arc ba~cd on th0 assurnption that 
i i1e pnrchaeing power of all the capital cities 
in 1911 ".'" 20s.. whereas the pm·chasing 
po\Ycr at that time in rnost ca~es .,_,yas in 
c'cess of that amount. The increase in the 
~i··: ca)lital cities for these particular cornmo
djtics i~ YC'T:'' n1uch greater tlwn appear~ ill 

the report to \chich I h'IYC referred. These 
arc thP correct figures, showing the increases 
hcnvcc·n 1911 ancl 1934-

s. rl. Per cent. 
Brisham• 7 4 42.3 
:Uelbonrnc 7 11 42.4 
Aclclaick 4 9 22.1 
Hobart 9 5 50.2 
Svdnc·v 8 0 38.1 
l;ertl1 · 4 11 21.1 

TJ,c report to which I have referred is abso
lutely misleading. It makes it appear that 
the cost of living in Brisbane in 1934 is the 
least of all t.he capital cities of Australia., 
lnJt \YhPn the proper comparison is made 
Brisbane has shown the fourth highest 
i rcreasc. The astounding part is that this 
report comes from a public officer, the Com-
1ni5sioncr of Prices, 1\lr. Ferry, whose report 
is untrue and absolutely misleading from 
beg·inning to end. I deeply regret that 
l\Ir. Ferrv in this capacity should issue such 
a 1nish ading report. 

Mr. \Y. T. IG="G (Jluree) [10.57 a.m.]: I 
wish to pay a tribute to the Attm;ney
Gencral himself for the unfailing ~om·tesy 
that h0 has extended to me during my time 
as a member of this Queensland Parliament. 

I listPned with interest and attention to 
the remarks of the hon. member for Logan 
concerning the law of domicile in its appli
cation to actions for divorce. The law courts, 
of com·so, are bound to interpret the law 
as it exists. I agree with the hon. member 
that in the intmpretation of the law of 
domicile there is a possibility of grave 
inconvenience, and. perhaps at tin1cs. smne 
iujnstiec. I join \vith hin1 in expressing the 
l>opo that in the YNY near future we shall 
""C' a unifonn J.iYorce law throughout the 
C'om:nonweolth. whieh will ;;atisfactorilv 
t'tt le the qtwstion of domicil• from the 

pn;m of •;iew of justice. 
I abo .:c<re to JAY a tribute to the 

ntagi~~-ratc.~ of Queensland generally for the 
good work that they do throughout th•~ 
State~ fl·ow y.:ar to year. I recognise that 
nonf' of thP:>:e gcntlerncn cnjo:vs a profe3-
'"lionai ::'itatn.-; in the true sense of tl1c tenn. 
but I unhesitatingly s~y that they carrY 
out tlwi r duties with the utmost efficiency, 
and ju~t as "\Yell as an:.' person would do \Vho 
belong-pc] to the legal profession. I haYc 
a!lpC'arrcl as an adYocatc; ou frequent_ occa
~ion~ lwforo the:-1e gentlernen, and I can 
11nhP~itrttingly ~tate that all lc"gal points 
that. are raised are readily appreciatPd and 
corhldcred and promptly adjudicatrrl upon. 
r•ue<msland is to be congratulated on the 
pffici>'rC~'l of hPr rnagistracy. gPPtlcnlcn 
Pndovvcd \vith ability and irnbuccl \Yith the 
highe,,t ftUalitir~ of ~rnpartiality and justi{'P. 
I ~houid say that no rnagistrar,\- throughout 
the Briti~h F.rnpin) could be rnon) sincPre, 
irnpn rtia.l. or ju~t than the· Queen~] and 
magistracy. 

l desire also to pay a tribute to the clee-
1CJral rP(l'istration branch of the DPpartnwnt 
of Ju·ctice. I am alwavs particul ,rJ:v struck 
hv the orderliness which prevails at State 
Picctions whieh contrasts Yery sharply with 
th<' diso;·dcr that I saw pre.yailing 'at the 
City Hall during the progress of the recent 
Federal elections. Under the g-uidance of 
the Principal Electoral Registrar of Queens
land we haYe always had that ncces•·ary 
order at State elections. It i~ n0c2~sary 
that order should prevail in order that the 
people 1nay exercise the franchise. .Judging 
by the rocl'nt arrangements at th" Cit;; H.al!, 
the Comrnouwe:llth authorities can take a 
lesson from the arrangements and super
Yision in lwi h Stat.c and 1nunicipal elections. 
It. was quite udair to the JWople to subject 
thpm to the orclcal that they suffered at the 
Cit_v Ii:all 01~ the orrn.sion o.f polling day at 
the Fednal rlerrionc I hope that at the 
nr-xt F~~dPrnl • iPction lark of svst.cn1 and 
di"order wiil not he iu P-vid0ncP. · 

I wish to pa v a tribute to the Regisira r
Gcncral on the performance of the duties 
n ppertaining- to his office. lie is responsible 
for givit:g LB statistics-that ·mpat \vhich, 
arlPqu.atnl_v and judieiously nsed, can be 
of advantJ,~~c in dcbat<~s in this Cornrnittcc. 

It is natural that I should be particularly 
interest,,,] in th<• Supreme Court and the 
officers of the Supreme Court. I pay a 
tribute to the good >York they do, and to 
th0 courtesy they extend to the general pub
lic. On this strhject I intend to make certain 
recommendations to the Attorney-General 
wncerning the lPgal liability of the sheriff, 
and for that purpose· I propose to have an 
intcn·ierv \·. ith the hon. gentleman at a tin1.e 
suirabiP to both of us. The sheriff should 
not fw mad· tb, object of a "sitting shot " 
fOJ~ cerL.tin JH20plc in this State. I recognise 

Jlir. W. T. King.l 
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1 hat no pcr . .;;onai responsibility attaches' to 
the >lwriff hi1mrlf. and that the Government 
assume all liabilitv. but I think that tho 
Cionrnment themse]ycs should be protected. 
ThP sheriff. 1!1 CPrtain rcspcct~, is on1:v an 
n g-ency through ·which the litigant portion 
of thP corrlnJunity n1ove, p<1rticular1y at tho 
instance of execution creditors. Certain 
!cgl~!ation couhl be- passed to protect hi1n 
-and the Gon•rnn1ent. P('oplC' havt~ c-Prtain 
1 ig·hts; and to enforce those rights 1hr sheriff 
ls 1nad0 their agent. Therefore, he should 
not he forr0d into a position of dPfenrling 
nn action . .:tnc1. pcrhalJ'-', rcndcrillg: }Jilnself 
· h~c> to darnages. 

The Titlc·s Office has ahnl'" b en ;yr·ll 
rcnductcd. It is a rr"sponsililc office. It 
deals witl1 the imnmtant affairs of the 
prop le. I know that there was a Hca 1 Pro
perty A~~urar:ce Fund, and there is such a. 
fund to-da~-. to be used to n1cet judgruent:-:; 
<lgain~t offirials in this officf' on aecount of 
illl:c ad done in their official c.Jpacity, and 
also to protect pcr,ons who act on the faith 
of the rPgish'r and suffer dan1age ·which they 
f'annot rt:'COY8l' fro1n the other partir8 con
CPmecL I regret to learn that tl1c> Opposi· 
tion. ·whilst in charge of the go,·crTmP'llt of 
(Juet'J1s1and, took wway portion of tlwt assur
anf'c fund and placf'd it in general n•Ycnu:. 
That fnYJd was c-lablished for a specific pnr
Tl080, and .,~-..._::ts transferred bv the Lf'fl der of 
tht' Onno·oition. a~ Pr0rnier 'of the StntP. to 
consolidated roycnue \Yithont a11·~,~ 1e£ri~1atiYc 
sanction at the time. It is l1:ue that he 
introducf'cl a Yalida1i,,g· Bill at a lat0r date 
to jn~tif:v his action. I 11opo rhnt in the 
futuro 110 ::;;.uch n.s:'iuranct' funds ~."i~! h0 
touched. Thcv ar0 there for a 
and that being so. it -.;hnui.c1 
thP Go\Prnnl('nt to <=: 'fpcrq nr1d 
l'0S('l'YP rho1~1 for the jJPl'p~~.:.. dw 
11J.OLf'.Y has bcell cout:·ibuied t1r:c1 :1cc 'lllU
lrttrcl thruugh the years. 

In gr n0rnl. I colJp;ratnl ;tf' rhc Lon. f.:'('lltlc
rnan ad1niuistcring thi· _l,_,pa1·inl(·Ilt, 
\Yith t!:(' 1_.,.udrr S('Cf('tflrY, cfFicial~. 
\Yho cli>·pb.y an ad~n]rablc 
rwtion in the discharg-e 
f '!tic•-.:. Queens}:n:d indr···d j, Yorv 
in hn.Yil1g ~ll('}J fine adlnini.:~tr<tti' r. 

ti,-p office-rs io calTY our ~v .... tPn1 {Jf 
fruit ion. · · 

11_r. TOZER ((:.,,m !'i'' [11.5 a.m.-·: c, r· 
tllJ;· endorse the n•n1arks of the hf,ll. !1JC'ln-

for Lo?rtn, and to a certnl1.:. C':'>:tc~:;t the 
rr-rnr-trks of thQ hon. nJPnlbcr for ;viarc•c. I 
fmd t_ha_t in a_ny bu-:cii?f'SS \Yirh this dcpRrt
rnr·l\t 111 Its Yanous rannfie~tinn~ one ]:;, trcat2d 
·with nnYarying cou1·tc··;;·. ..:\..part n 
front Dlf'lnbers of Parliau:cnt. t ·ht• 
fe:;:;~ion rPrPlYc 1 ho uhno~t conrtes'-: 
oflirPl'~ of the Dcpal'trnent of .Jli'-'bl :· 
ln the roun• r-;· arc brouuht jll eontad 
"ith court• @f p.•tt,- .,c:"io"'· " i" the 
eit:· ,,·ith tlw Snprc~un Court and 1 h0 
of pPtty .,0s..;:ion~. b11t thr~'ughnnr 
alH'P ls giYC'n by thp official:-: uf the 
1nent and tho police 1uag-istr.atco:; arc PYfT 
ready to asi'i~i ]egnl prac6tioner~. The :-;£1ti::

factor.v way in \Y}Jich bu,.lne~;;; i can·ied ou 
and the good fef•ling exi~tjrHr bf•hvecn tJH• 
departn1ental offi('ia1~ and the legal pl·ofP'· .. ·,ion 
are to the adyautage of both parties and of 
benefit to the State. 

lT ndoubtedly IHiiform di yorcu laws 
throughout the CornmomvNtlth "·ould be of 
n:aterial ad~·a_ntag-o. Not onl~· on the qt:l'"
t.Jon of donllcdc'. but on the qllE''tion of the 
grounds on whld1 divorce ma:,· L" ap dif'd 

[Mr. W. T. King. 

for. there 1S diyersity between tho laws CJf 
the Yarious States. \Ye arc one pc'}ple 111 

the Commonwealth and in a matter of so 
much importance it is advisable that uni
formity should prevail. I urge the Attor
ney-General to use his influence to bring 
n bout that uniformity. 

A uniform romnanv law for the Common
"~ralth is also cfesiJ:·able. Queensland has 
DO~sibly the 1110st np-to-datc cornpany law 
of all th8 States. 'Victoria ranking Borond, 
but in Yiew of the existing rninjng boon1 
i+ would be ach-isable to ha Ye uniform legis
lati n in regard to companies. Certain conl
panics v\·hich are ~.vorking Quccn~land mine~ 
;ne registered in KC'w South \Yale,, where 
conrlitions are sitnpJer and not so s.tri.;t and 
wher(' l'C'.S;'i~tl·ntion fee., and stamp duties arc 
k'" than in QneenslaucL That is not to 
the achauiage of the State, for it is advisable 
tJnt C'OII11Janicf' carr~·ing- on operations in 
1 his State shonlcl be registered here. Other
wi~c Qnccn."land ~harchclder~ }un·c to go on 
t hL' Sydney rcgistrr. invol Yin~; n1any corn
p!lf'r~tions. partic1dad~~ in the case of thr~ 
P:;:ta,tp;;; of JC>cPascd persoLs. IYhere probate 
i-: t tkPn out ln QP0cn.sland aud a resf'al 
nb1ained in :c\few South \Yalcs. In the 
'· C01u·icr- J\Iail " thi:-' wrck a case was quoted 
. .,:d1rrc• in n·•nf'r;t of a probat_·_' tak('ll out in 
:\"P\\' Sonth 'YalPs, acticn l1ad t0 be takPn 
f0r n<::,cal in OuC'('!lf"L·ud 1Yh0r0 ('Pl'tain pro
pert~- of the rlCr('a"C'd exi;;:tnd. Although the 
prcTJf'rt.v in 0u('C'n~\a.nd \Yas only \YOrth 
£10.000. it aitrnct,,d n duty of £13.000. 
Snntf'thin£:; i:-; rndi:--a1l 1vroni \Yhen a ca.sP 
.... n(·h a~ that can o"-cur. 

_\nothet llJJ.ttr'r to '-hich I draw altentio11 
Go•:erPnlOHt nolicY. ~:\t Bl'is
att l :Iad'\:a\~ Pl~r<un 8en1or 

arc no··- nrri\·in.g at the age ar 
a ( >rcla~Jc·c witl1 thf' regulation,_ 
J'Ptin'. Tl1 ~(' 1l1C'11, who have ht1.d 
nf <ll't' in thf' prirn0 

-'11 life haYP ahilit.v to continu0 ~ati~-
v to perform their. dn!iC'·. \Vherc a 

't·an throti!.;'h -inllr :'itv or t'icknP:'I' is not 
cf, pcdor ning. hi~ dni il'S -it js onl-

tbat he ~lJould bt rctln d. hut to 
lHC'n in the full posse:-.:-'io-:.1 of thf'ir 

\dwsp arru1nu la tcd ex prrie n ~P 
'llight still be of be!!dit h the "tat<>. simply 
ht::-on~(· thP re<lf'h 65 nurs of ag·c is not 
in 1h('ir 1ni or 1n ·the int" '('~t~ of thn 
~~ ·, tP. Th('l'{' lJC'<'n 0xtcn~ion~ of ~nrne-
tllin.c- lik0 eightf'Pn n1onihs jn sonw l~L"-e~. 
aPrl in a fc\Y instanr>f~:3 I l1dieYc tlH•re l1arc 
been fnrthPl' e'ttcn~ions. I regret tbat thP:'(' 
c·xpC"l'ienc-C'd lllf'll hA.Ye to go out whilst. in 
full no'"'"ion of all tlJCir faculties. It ;, 
-aiel ·that tlwre are a' p:ood fish in the 
"PCl as PYC'l' ramc ont of it. but I ron~id('l' 
it would b0 of gTPatPt ad\·antagC' to the 
r·mmtn- if th: senicr•s of these "x]wrienced 
1 'C'H ,\-cl'C' r0ta-incd. The YOLUlg· n10n. of 
'onr~e. con~iclPr 1-hnt th,...,-c;c sr;1ior -offi('ers an• 
~~0ttinu- on in vcars and thPY arc quite t_ap
f1 hk Of occnp>:jnr_s their position.-.; lmt tl1('ir 
tl-mc will (·om0 latC'r on. \Yhcn thev l'f1 <l('h 
thP ao·p \\·hen thPY arc clue to rf'tirc their 
< Jri.niO"ns wi'd prObabl~v altPl'! Ernplo.Yec<;; 
."hnu]d be r0tnlnf'd nrovidf'cl the,.· are nor 
in<. apaciiated through ill-henlth .. 

There is an incn•a, e in the ...-otc for this 
department of £27.494. Presumably that i' 
largely accounted for by the increase in tht: 
YOte for " Elf'ctoral He-gistration.'' amount
ing to £17.933, which is prcbably dne io the 
fact that the elections will take nlacc next 
Year. I notice that tlw vote for ·" Fricndl:v
Societies" lms been decreased by £896. aucl 
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I slwuld like to kno"~ the reason for that. 
I prc ~urnc they arc increasing their ITlClll

lwrs and still carrying on the good \\ ork 
the:-~ haYe bl'en doing in the past. In this 
case there arc so1nc figures which I do not 
quite appreciah'. I notice that in the Chief 
( )ffice :-,i-x clerk.:;; received an incn:~aso of just 
O\'CI" £22 each. presumably the automatic 
increases, anrl fiYe clerks in the clerk of 
pett.v sf's.::iom; office on £320 a ~vcar cac h 
receiwd an increase of onlv £4 each. In tlw 
chiPf oflico the Assistant~ lJnc1cr Sccrcta!'Y 
rt'ecivf's an inerc.tse of £50. and thf'rP ar·l' 

,-cntl clerks on salarit ~ ranging frorn £320 
to £500 \Yho do not get any increase at all. 

There i~ an incrofl~" in postage, te1ograrn.-;. 
nnd incidentals of £651. I should like to 
!<now the reason for that. I also notice that 
fhr·rP is an 1ncl'Otl:-><' ju railwnv fares and 
fr0ight.~. printlng. and stationer!-:· bnt iu thP 
officP of the Prinel1Jal Ekcioral Registrar 
there i~ a Jc·~reasc in the postage. tclcgranJs. 
ancl iucidcntr:ls of £278. I "·ill mention 
those n1atters when \VC' arr df'al1ng ·with th' 
indiYidual vJtf'l. 

Ou the v-vholP, en'rything is working sari~
faC'iorih- ::;;o far as onr courts arc conccrnPtL 
nnd it· i:-. a niatter for congratulation that 
\\C' haYe officials who carrv out tla•ir dutic.:-; 
a..; r-apabl~· as our c:·urt o'frlcial..-. arc doing. 
If cmnp1aints about :;:ruall m;lttcr-:l crov up-
and f'Yer-· r1ow and ngain there an' con1-
plaint~-- they should be rnaclo throug·h the 
[n('ornorntcd La\\' So('iPtv. Tlw ~ocictv do··.., 
not think it ad,-i;ahle ·to publish a'n:l' of 
these matters. and. thcreforC'. I think it is 
inaclvi.sablP to bring before this Committee 
,;,nbjecf.;; that. ar(' of srnall importance ->O far 
ns th(~ conntr.\· is concerned. 

:\lr. 'YATERS (Xclrin ) [11.19 
a.m.l : As has bc<'J' rrwntioncd the hon. 
llU'Inber for 1\Iarer and other srwakPrs. thf' 
1natter of haYing nniforn1it:v in divorce lav,: 
tbronghout the CommornYealth should 
rPceiYP att0ntion. If nt~ct·.:;::~ar.Y. thP pow0rs 
of the Common\\·calth Parliament should he 
invoked. 

Tbe De]>artment of Justice controls the 
~yf't()lll 0f Jrg-al .aid for the poor. There is 
a ncr.d for tl>e cstab:ishmrnt of a more effoc
ti..-p snt•"m tban operates at the present 
time. 'Cnfortunately, dE'-pite the operations 
of tlH' svstcm of rendering aid to the poor. 
many people do not haYe the opportunity of 
gdting justice. That brrtnch of the depart~ 
rnrnt sre1ns to be run on raorc or less purel~: 
lmsincss lines at the present t.ime. Many 
poor people se0king justice arc sent by thee 
department to members of the legal pro
fession outside it. I understand from the 
officers of the department that their activi~ 
·tics arc circumscribed by the Act at pre
,;ent in forc0. A department should be estab~ 
l i.shcd for the specific purpose of pro.-iding 
legal aid for the poor and destitute, not 
onl v in criminal but also in ciYil actions. 
There should at any rate br: more adequate 
facilities than exist at the present time. A 
re~ief \Yorker or a working man in receipt 
of onJy the basic wagf'~ ho,vevor genuine his 
casP mny be, cannot obtain justice because 
of the fnct that he lacks the necessarv 
finance. Katurally, legal practitioners ar·e 
in the profc,sion only as a business propo
sition. They cannot afford to spend their 
own rnoncy in taking up a case, the issue 
of ,,-hich may be doubtful. They might 
neYer recover their outlay. 

Mr. R. M. KING: It is unprofessional for 
them to look for work of that kind. 

1Ir. \\' },TERS : Despite the fact that it 
is unprofe~sional. rnany of thPnl do. In any· 
ea"' that does not disprove the fact that a 
poor litigant at the present time doe·· not 
get that mced of justice to which he is 
entitled. So far as he is concerned. justice 
is a nl'gligible quantity, whatever rnay be 
the justice of his c1se. I consider that the 
Alate should establish a. legal aid depart
llll'Ht and giYu to nPrcs~itous cases the a~sist
t~nce that is rf'quircd. I kno\Y n1y suggcs
t~on wlll pro,·okc a certain arnount of oppo
sit:on front the lcgul rn·ofc~sion. 

Mr. R. M. Knw: I do not think so. 

:\Jr. \L\TERS: Xatllrally, they would he 
cJECl'l'l;t•d <-t bout it. \Yhen the Govcn1rr1ent 
JH'OJJosed to extend facilitie·.; for dental treat~ 
rucr1t b,\- enlarging the dental hos11ital in 
Crorg~~ ::;troet their action was assailell in 
ccr. Tln quarter~. It ''as contended that thi:') 
should not be done, as it ''on~d interfere 
with thr~ interests of InPnibcrs of the pro
f,•-.,ion. I have no doubt that if the Go~ 
vcn1ment ext'--nded the benefit~ of Jega1 aid 
t0 1-lw:-:r> who were lUUtblt• to pay thf? legal 
pro£c,')siun as a body \Yonld rnake a definite 
pl'otc~t. 

The relationship bct\Yecn _,ollcitors and 
l)arri~tcrs shou1d also receive the attcn6on 
of the Goverrnncnt. In Victoria. South Aus
tralia .. \Yc:;tern Anstralia, and Tasrnnnia. I 

barristers and solicitors can 
practise either branch of the profc .. sion. 
If thi' welT clone in Queensland tiro natural 
coro: lD rv would l)c the reduction of legal 
ro~t"l. 'At the nrr>sent tinE~ \Yl' hnxe tl'e 
spectacle of rwo. legal men bciiJf!' l'l'(}U1rcd 
in an undt'ff'nderl cl1Yorro caSL'. The solici
tor pP1·fonns the l)ulk of the llf'CC'-~ar~,· \\Jrk. 

It i~.., hP who prPpnrts the aflldavits, srl·:tc
Inents, and n "CP~~.ary docun1ent~. All lhtt 
th0 bit rristPr clews is· i_o appear in court and 
read tlH-' doennH'llt:' that haY(' alreadv hr~cn 
prepared b!" the solicitor. The litiiant is 
called upon to pay anything from eight 
g:uinPas to fiftcPE guineas for that '' ork. 
I think that the la.',l mig·ht well be amended 
to provide that both branches of the kgal 
prof~ssion znay appear in any court. 

I hopP the .-\ttorney~Generac will gtve 
some considt~ration to thc"e rnattcr<;. 

Tho ,\TTClH"\EY-GEXERAL (Ho". .J. 
1fnllan. ('tii1H'nhria) [11.25 a. m.]: In the 
Grst place. I wish to refer to the remarks lP: 
the Dqlllt Leackr of the Opposition in 
c~nncction \Y~.-h the dm_nicilc of \YOI11ell in 
it.s applic-ati( n to the diYorc(' law:- of the 
Brat,P. I-1Y o.lso ruade reference to the _.:\et 
pas-.;Pcl b,\· the Labour GoveNunennt in 1923 
arnending- th,• ::\[atrirnonial Causes Act. 
\YhPn that .-\et \Va~ pas~ecl we irnagined that 
we wen• ""OnfPrring a boon upon vron1t:n who 
found it· n<-ve.:'-al'Y to sef'k redrc;;;;s b\ ·way 
of di YOl'C-', but· l~ter cur lavv courts. raised 
Vl'l".: ~Prioas doubts in our rninds on thi~ 
poi ;1t. ThPn \YC ran1c to the conclusion. <L3 
roa~onablt> men. that what we really 
1·equired iH Australia wa~ a unifonn diYorc~ 
la\v. I haYc stated ovPr and over again in 
thi:-< t nan:br•r and cl~c,,-hcre~in thi~ con
nection I believe that I have the unanimous 
support of hon. rnernbcrs-tha.t the Courmon
\Vf'rt.lth ~hould accept its f'hare of the respon
sibilit.v undt'l' tlw constitution and that 
therei-n lip-., the real solution of the que;;;tion. 

:VIr. R. '\I. KrxG: Xo one State t·o:Jld 
bring a!1out a ~olution. 

Hon. J. Jiullan.] 
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The ATTClRJ'\EY-GENERAL: No. In 
view of what \YO ha Ye done and 1.vhat V1 a~ 
done in Victoria to some extent under the 
Shields Act it is patent that 'omerhing 
definite should he done on thi,. •ubj<•ct. I 
asked the Pren1ier to list this YC'I'~' question 
for discussion at the Constitutional Con
ference held in :VIelbournc in March la.st. 
The ruatter carne up for di~cu:-;slon. but r 
do not propose to· ·weal':Y hon. n1e!nber~ b} 
rPading the whole report. I pre'l•nt.ed the 
case as it v1as presented toTt1ay bs the 
Deputy Leader of tlw Opposition aud as I 
have presented it in this ChambPr and out
side on more than one occasioll. I urged 
the 11eed for uniforn1 diYorcc law_, through
out the Commonwealth. I also pointed uut 
that if the Corrunon\Ycalth wo11ld not po so 
far as that at least ii n1ight do ... ome1 hlng 
iu the dirt'etion of proYidin,e- for an l't n~
traiian don1icilc. 

).Jr. R. ;\I. KI;;G: Hear. hear c 

~c\t 11.27 a.m .. 
Mr. W. T. KIKG (Jfaru), one 

of Ten1porary Chai rrnen. 
Cledson in the chair. 

panel 
:\! 

The ATTORl'\EY-GE="EHAL: an1 not 
goi!lg to read \Yhat I ~aill on that o 
but it i« interesting to kno\Y rLe 
o£ the other representatiYP" at that eonfpr
('Jl{'E'. The Con1IEOO\Yealth Atton1c -C~PneraL 
1\1r. Lathan1. jn rt>p!y to IIIY -~tatcn1E'Jlt of 
thr, ca,e, said-

.. In 1929. I llLc ·{(' a rcugh d t·aft ot a 
Bill \Yhich \nis designed ro enablt· ~.:.t<;ie 
C'Curts. lu ~o far a~ dm11ieilP \Ya.; t'OL

Cf'tnccL to Uf't on tl10 h:t:->i~ o£ Au~tralian 
don1icile, but to act on d:e f! round~ pro
Yided in State Icgi~lation in n_•-.p o to 
other ruatters. 1 sent rh H Bill T'or 
O::Titicism by a number of judgf" with v-ide 
experiPnce in diYOJ'('f·. a!HI it \Yclr.: C'Yid('!lt 

[rcJn their n'plie;;:. tll<li n·r.\· gTa \-e i~~llf'" 
a1·e inYo1vccl. Short]\~ after 11Hd_ tl1L' 
(;ovcrnmC'nt \Yith vvhid1 l ,~ :1~ a-,"-oclntC'd 
WC'llt out of of!ieP. and nothi11~ f::r+1Jer 
\Yas done." , 

Her~ is the important p, rt~~-
,, I 110w UIIdcrtake to ~nck :11) the 

draft Bill. haYf> it c::.'L:--idt'I"f'cl b-- th(' 
AttornPy-Gellnal', DP]Jartn.e!it. ,;,d. if 
it is po:.~-;ib]e to do anythinf!. I ~hall 
C'Oll!Jl?.Unicate ·with the variou ... Staff•' .. , 

I understand that ::\lr. Lathnm did take 
action, and that the 1natter 1s nO\\' under con
sideration bv the Commollwealth Attornev
G<neral's Department with a view to evol~'
ing a Buitable lav,-. not embracing thC' whole 
of the divorce la\YS, but o1w that "·ould 
nt least give us an A11~t1·alian dornicil(' so 
that a \Yornan. sav. at Calrn~. wjJl not haYe 
to chase her hu~liand OYer to Pt nh_ -...rh('rc 
he is a rf"ideut. t-,_ SYE't a diYOrff'. That 
·would be vcrv unfa~r and in n1oq casc-fi 
allno:-:.t in1possiblc. I can a~~nn• the l1on. 
member that so far \\"l' have done• e.-erythillg
po>sible to accomplish what he a>ks ns ·to do. 

The hon. member also rcferrc•d to tbe ques
tion of diYorcces rnarrying after thf' ordf'r 
absolute has been made. I con confirm his 
statement that up till recently it wae thought 
that no party to a cli.-m-cc could reman.: 
until after a lapse of three weeb from the 
granting of tlJc order absolute without 
getting himself into difficultit>s with ti>e hw. 
I can also confirm his statement that when 
Jw brought the n1attcr under the P.otlce ot 
the Crown Solicitor this official ga', e suitahlc 

[ fi on .• J. Mull an. 

adYice and the ncce-,:sary action \Ya3 taken~ 
That state of affairs no longer exi,ts. 

:VIr. R M. KING: Probably the Crown 
Solicitor did not know that such a practice 
\\as in existence. 

The ATTORl'\EY-GENERAL: That 1s 
so. He die! not know. but when the matter 
was brouifhl under his notice he g<tYC illstruc
tiom >Yhi~h had the effect of dissipating that 
idea. 

I was glad to hear the complimentary 
remarks made by the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition about the Rcgistrar-GenPral, as 
Registrar-General and Registrar of Friendly 
tlocieties. and the officers of the department 
(fC'llCrallv \Vho arc carrving out their duties 
f'n a vc~r~T saiisfactorv ~rnanncr. That hon. 
1nernber ~ul:-oo rcfcrreJ to certain statistical 
table~. The Rf:'gi~trar-Uf:'ncral o11ly corn
lJiJc, statistics ba~cd ou infonnation 0upplied 
lo hirn in conjunction with thf:' ConDnor!
wr_•alth Statistician. In fact, the statistic~ 
of the two officiab arc supposed to be uniform 
"' far as possible. and that is so iu all_ the 
State:-:.. I cannot accept the rc::.poiL'iiblllt,',
for that. 

The hon. member for Marec mad,, compli
rnelltarv rcrnurks aLout tlw offiL'Pl':-: of the 
dt>paril;H::>nt generally. 11articularising the 
officials of the Hr•gi~trar-G-Pl!Cl'al'~ office, the 
Titles Office, and Supreme Court. Those 
renHtrk...; are nrucl1 appreeiated. \Ye' like. of 
vo•.tn•e. to l(~arn tl1at holl. rn••uJbel':-5 arc weJJ 
~at-i ,f'l('cl '' ith t)Jc waY the adrnini:-:.tration 
j~, })('·iu_g cotHlnctt'lL I lwYc- ooted his opinion 
rhat tll-C' :-;hc•l·ifL., of tlJL' Yarious court:-; haYO 
not the protectlo11 tLc•v are entitled to 
n•cciYe. TJJC'\. arc. of~ coursP pcr~onally 
I' ·otcctt d by t'l!C Crovrn. rrhe hon. lll8ll1ber 
thinb that the C'rown, too, should be pro
tected. H0 ha' 'tated his intention of con
ferring with me and pointi11g out ho\v tlti-; 
d;ffic11lt\· 1n-igl1t be O\'Crcorne. I appreciatt~ 
his ofr,;r a11cl wouicl ask him to call 011 me 
nt any tinlP for the purpose of 11laC'ing l1i" 
,·iew::; lwfort' me. 

Th0 hon. l1!Pu1llcr for Gyn1pip rpferrcd t0 
nr_'c. -:-:it-;.- fur a uniforn1 com;~:::--::.- ,_,,~ 

the .l!r~_'at L·onvcnlcncf~ :"uclt an enact
ment >Yould be to tl1e pnblic. There is no 
doubt tlwt we ilnYc an up-to-dah• co1npan .. 
!a\\~ i11 (;u, n~Iaud. and bccau:-:e of 1-l1..1t fact, 
ro~·ethcr v:lth thP additional fact ilJat. f'iillihu· 
la\"\.., in oth('r Stat('~.;:. are not "0 :;::trlC't. cer
tain conqJHnics do register in other State~. 
lt wcnld hr' mon• satisfactory for e\·cr_,·boc1y 
cor_ccrned if co1npanic" operating in Qneens
laucl 11 ere rPgistered in Queensland. There 
a !rain th" Cornrnornycalth ruight clo some
thing-. ThC're are con;;:.titutional difficultic~ 
to bP overcornc. This rnattcr also was cli::-
cuosed at the Constitutional Conference held 
in ::\farch last~the question of a uniform com
pany law ''as definitely raised. There can 
be no disguising the fact that if one may 
judge from the opinions expressed at 
that conference there is a distinct diE
inclination on the part of the majority of 
the iOtatcs to approyc of such a law .. At that 
{'onfcr0nce, howeYcr. very cm11phmentary 
n'Illark:;: \'\'ere HHtde about the con1pany ]a\V 
in Queemland. Tha.t law was modelled on 
the English Ad. The Commomyealth 
Attorncv-General's Department has prepared 
a very V cornprchcnsive cornpa1~y la'Y "·hich_ 
I do not think is vm"; much 111 ach-ancc of 
our law: neyertheless," it is the latest in the 
wa'' of draft company laws. '.\Tr. Latharn 111 
February lw.t Jransn;'itted that draft Bill tn 
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*''""'''" Stare 'o that the St,'ttec. whilst not 
ag-re"eing to ~urrcndP.r po\ver to the Comrnon
wcaHh, \•:ould pa'3S unlforrn company laws. I 
undcr~tancl that a·ction in that direction i;; 
nov\· bein~ trrkPn; if succc,,~ful, it \Yill go ~l 
long wa~ to n-;Peting the ~uggcstion:; niadt' 
hy tht: l10'l. rncn1bcr for Gympic. 

That holl. member also referred to the 
t'ctlrPrricnt of certain police magif'tratcs. l 
LUldcr:.-;tand the police nwgistratc in hi~ 
own di~trict will retire at the 0ud of the 
pre .ent financial year~ and that other police 
rnagistratr-; are due for rctircrrwnt at the 
end of tht) calpndar vcar. It is not a vcrv 
pleasant thing for ~ man to contcniplatC 
rctirenH•nt. Sooner or later we all have to 
n'tirc, arlll s0111e policy must be fonnulated 
lo deal with the matter. The Go,-cmment 
J,a,·c not acted harshlv in these matters. 
Howm·cr. the Govcrnntent's policy in the 
matter is known. Thf'Sc gentlemen will 
retire. but I take this opportunity of pay
ing my tribute to them. The:; have all 
been pxrevtiona lly fine rnen; in fact~ ,,-e are 
singularly fortunate in the gcntle1nen we 
have had in the important positions of 
pol]c .. rnagl::-:trates. No complainh arc made 
as to the v, ay in which they perform tlwir 
indicia! functions, which is the highest tri
bute I can !1ay to them. 

::'\Ir. GODFREY MORGA::\' (.li11rilla) 
!11.38 a.m.]: The Minister would be well 
aclvis£'d to giYe son1e information as to 'vhy 
tlw proposed redistribution of electorates 
1: necessary. 

The ATTOR:\iEY-GEXERAL: What redistribu
tion are :you talking about-the last one '1 

1\Ir. GODFREY MORGAN: \Vhen the 
:\Ioore Government decided to reduce the 
numb('l' of members of Parliament from 
seventy-two to sixty-two, a redistribution 
cornrnission was necessary, but irrespective 
of the rmmber of members being reduced 
the J\Ioore Government would hrwe been 
j ustifJCd in reallotting the electorates, because, 
iu son1e ca~es, even in tho Niinister's own elec
toral<· only a small quota of voters existed. 

Mr. MAHER : The number there was 2.652. 

:\lr. GODFREY MORGAN: Yes. 
although, in some other electorates, tho num~ 
ber went as high as 12,000 and 13,000 elec
tors. \Ye found at that time that Bris
bane, \Yith an arl'a u£ approximately a 
square rr1ile. only had a yoting strength 
of between 6,000 and 7,000 electors, whilst 
electorate,, ·,uch as Murilla, y, ith many 
thousands of square miles of country, had a 
greater Yoting strength. That is not in 
accordance with the Electoral Districts ~\et, 
which allmYs a margin of 20 per cent. above 
or bc:ow. ThP ~loorc Governrncnt, in their 
v:isclom. thought \I o could do \Yith fmYer 
mr'mbcr' of l'arliamont, and rerluced tho 
1n1mbcr fron1 seYcntv-two to sixtv-t-wo. Per
sonally, I "as in favour of a grl:ater re due
l ioH-to J;fh·-two. I am still of opinion that 
if the Gon~rnrncnt arc goi11g to do anything 
in the "·av of tho rcdistr,ibution of elec
torates thr:y should introduce a Bill to 
reduce the number of members of Parlia
ment from sixtv-two to f>ftv-two. \Ye h;wo 
uot iost to am: extent by 'the reduction nf 
ten in the nrl1uber of ~H~nthcrs. After au 
f'xpericllct~ of nearly throo years with ~ixt~0·
two members of Parliament I think it can 
hC' snid that th(' work of Parliatnent r:-: 
equally as good with sixty-two 1ncn1bcrs a;:; 
·with ~C'YPnt.v-t\Yo, and I claim that \YC con~d 
rlo the ,,.ork just as well with fifty-two. The 

pPoplf~ of Au~tralia arc clan1ouring for a 
rnduct.ion 111 the cost of govonunent. 
Through.,Lrt Australia it represents an f'nor
rnous arnount of tnoney, and has jnfluenccd 
rnan_-;_7 people in favour of unification. Per
'Dnallv. I am not in favour of the abolition 
0! StaLe Parliaments. I consider we arc 
ahln tu (lttend to our dome:.:tic affajr;::, n::.ud1 
ntatr' PHicicntl_v than if \YC \YCre gcP:erned 
from Canberra. The States \vith the 'ilnall 
po)nJ:laricJJ:' would .. -;uffer 1wdl~l' nniJicariPJL 
If n 1Jl'C:'i0ntution ·were purely on a populil
tion ba::i~ Quct"'H;o;land ~~ ould suffer bccau:'ie 
cur popula,t~on i~ n1nch lc:-;s tha.n that of 
Victoria m :\cw South \Ycdes. It would 
mean that ,' P ,Jrould be practically handing 
ovc1· the goYcnHnent of thi~ State to tho~e 
~t.atl's '.Yidt t~te lager populations_ 

~-\cconling· to tlw prcs.-, a redistribution of 
Picclorate.::; is to take place_ I cannot srty 
whethPl' that i~ tl'ue or not. Surely the 
1\lini~tt-'r \\ill IJot refut;e to give ns infOnna~ 
tion 0n that ntaLtcr! \Yhv is it nece~sarv to 
ltavc a redistribution of electorates·: " So 
far fl.-3 \d~ can cli:-:;cover tho voting strength 
in the ol<~ctorat.P~ is in accordalicc with the 
Act, which rnakcs provision that electoral 
boundari0;:; are to be fixed vvith certain 
margins aborc or below a certain <plota. 
Tl1P far northeru or \Yestern electorates are 
rntitloc! to a r.umbcr 20 per cent. below 
dip quota, and city electorates :hall not 
('nntaln rnore than 20 per cent. aboYc the 
quotR.. That was a wise provision rnade 
by t hr: l\loore Governu1ent. During the 
time of tlw pr('vious Labour Governrncnts the 
Act read. that the qucta "may be" 20 per 
cent. aboYc or below. The ~loon~ Go\·ern
Illent lt..td the \vordjng altered so that it 
llO\-v tuu~t not be n1iore than 20 per cent. 
below nr ahom. In "' redistribution of elec
!Ol'atel3 the cornmission rnust respect the law 
Ul that rPgard_ I feel sure hon. n1ernbers 
on the Governn1cnt side rcpresentjng vvesteru 
c'lecLorates will ee that the electorate>< arc 
adjusted accordingly. I an1 not in fa\·our of 
Drisbanl' contwlling the Parliament of thi' 
State. 

.\lr. BEDFOilD: You cut out four countrv 
:-;eat:) because they v-rere safe for LaLour. · 

i\'lt·. UODFREY i\IORUAN: It was in 
:t<:conhnce with the quota. l am sure tlr•J 
lton. rnernbt>r for VY'arrcgo \Vould uot be 
prepared to allow his cloctoratc be 
Increased jn an•1 in order to get the san1e 
YOting str0ngth in his electorate as the Bris
b ,ne electomtP. I think the hon. member 
will agree with me that lhe far western 
and northern electorates, which are sparsely 
populated. are eutitled to sornc collsideration. 
J Ulll ~Hl'G the hon. llH~mbcr for "'\\"' arrego is 
not iu favour of allowing Brisbane to have 
cornplctc control of the J)arliaruent of thi~ 
State. Tltat is what the position would be 
if .a redi.-..tribution took place on the basi;:; 
,,f the sam" qnota for the whole of Queet:s
land. The hon. ntL·rnbct· for Enoggera ~aid 
that he did uot bdicYe in gum trees having 
a vote. l t would be ust'kss to give a gum 
rrt:~f..' a \·ot(~ herausP it could 110L exercise it; 
hEt kno\\ in ~Ol11f' ca;;;cs it appeared 
'" c!e ,d had rccord0d Yotee. 

to !mow ,,-hat the intention 
of tl1c Goo:en11uent ij in 1·egtrd to the redjs~ 
i r:Jnrtion of decJ:oraies, and if the GovrTn~ 
tnt nt IHl\'e itecided on a redistribution I 
.;;h•)tdd I ike to kno-:.". b,.r ·what rncans thr,v 
i1 :_c~ild to ju~tif.v such t~dion. If it can b.c 
slHJ\V(i tlraL si>H'l' the last redistribution there 
h:t' J,, ''" prantically no alteration in the 

Mr. 1l1organ.] 
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ntnnber:-3 of PlC'ctors in the diffcrc-r~t deetor
fites. and no electorate ha~, had it-; YOt~r1g· 
Rtrentr1 h reduced or inrrca::;cd. then the 
l\lini~ter cannot ju"tify the redistrib1nion, 
.nJJc1 if 1hcv rnade Ollt'. it 1vou~d lw apparent 
tJwt it 1,v.{c; being done from a party pol·i
tit al point of Yicw. I do not tl1ink it right 
for anv (_joy£>rrrrnont to g'f'rryrnande~' the 
clector~tc:-;. The :~dding of an a1·pa wbcre 
the Countr\~-~at.iouaJist Yotc ]~ to an 
adjoining (~oun.try-:\at,io!wli~t cl( -·, a11d 
of a ~tro11g Lahour Yoting an::'tt tu a Lat:ouT 
cleetorate. tlnt;;; rnaking those c 1·cctcra1e.:: 
~af(· for Labour or Country-Nntionali~t':l Js 
wrong ,and arnounts to gt'rryrna11derjng. 1 
do not bclif'Ye i ~ it. :\ln!'f'On._ t'11 ~~ il1 1• 

o1d Seotti:.;;h ::,;l\·i~·1g. ·' Tht' lJr>..;,L < i ~;·; 
o· 1uicc aud 1nCn iang aft aglcy. ') 

The hon. gentleman knows that tho Mooro 
GoYcrnment had no option but to redistri
butr', because of the fact that the number 
of ekdoratcs was being reduced from 
~l'Ycrn-v-t wo to sixtY-two. A <·omn1is~lo11 ·,;.a·; 
appoi1~tctl and, a~ far as I know-and I 
think I am justified in saying as far as 
any of 111y collc~a~uPs luww-that. (·OJurni-"ion 
\' clS al!O\Yed a freo hand. lt could distribute 
the seats ju·,t. as lt clcsircd 'vithout any 
intcrfNcnco from the GoYcrnment. That 
js an altogether different proposition fron1 
altceing the boundaries of the electorates 
v h011 there js g·oing to be neither an increase 
nor recln<'tion -in the nurnber of parliatncn
tary reprc~cntatiY(·•-s. \V ere the Govennnent 
dc.sirou~ of increa!"ing or rcduclug the num
ber of parliarncntary seats they would bave 
to Lring a Bill bofore Parliament to alter 
t l1e {'OIJ~titutioll, -vvlwreas if thE're is no jnten
tioH to alt0r thf' rnnnb0r of repl'cscntatives, 
thry enn do f'O without conring to Parliament. 
"\cconling to the prcs'> that is going to be 
done. \Ye aw told bv some hon. members 
that ccrta in seats arc ·to be madc absolutely 
safe and solid for members of the Govern
ment Party b,, a redistribution. In other 
in~tanccs sCat~·- now considered safe frorn the 
Nationalist point of Yicw are to be made 
still 8afer for particular candidate,. I do 
not bclieYc in that. During my parlia.men· 
tarv ca:.·cc-1· rnv ov.:u rlcctol'atP h.' d bcrn !'edi~·
tributecl on fnany occasions, the fir .JJ tirnc 
being in 1912. The result has not hccu 
affected in an v 'vav. It V'Oulcl be difficult 
for tlle CoYct:llllH'll~t or a!l\' couaui-::3i 11 to 
Jntd.;:e alt~.'ra+ion:-; that \Yonlc( affect the result 
in this el<'doratc. I ask thP A ttm·JHl.)· 
GenPnd to tell this Connnit.tf.'e ;vhv this 
prOlJO~ed redistribution is ne -essary; if there 
a1·c goofl rC'a~ons. theu he :::.honld L\tYC no 
hc~itatjon in inforrning hon. rne1nbers. It 
llHlv 1H' tl1at c0rtain electoralC"3 contain ::L 
grt.ater nnJnhcr of than th<2_v :-:hou1c1 
n.nd other:;; contain If tlwr0 i:;; a 
gr(·at d i..;proportion jll th0 of cJec-
1 or~ I mn pcrfl ."'tlv ~ati~~iicd t.hen:J .<::hould 
Le redi~tribubon.L The :\1oore Govern1nent 
took action ,v11en it \Yns found t1Hlt the 
hon. gentlema11 rPpre."cntcd an electorate 
contni11jng mll;.- 2,600 Plc:::tors. whereas son1(~ 
other c·lectorates in Qneensland contained 
11,000. That principle was unfair. The 
rnarg1u bl'bYccn the f>.yo v .. -as too great. I :u11 
a rll'lll hPliCYCf that the YOting ~trcngth of 
counir:v ckctorates should be -20 per cent. 
),e]ow t]Jat of tho city electorates. The 

c·l<·ctontt~' i11 iltt' cit ·· 
our: ('ud of his 

He]lt>'!'c>ntativ( . of 
a~ :\lar<lnoa_ ancl 
to grc'at c-...::pcnse. If \\0 IYi 11 

rJ·rr. ~:[ntoan. 

c-entres in our electorates it requires at least 
a week's journey. 

Mr. IVATERS: Are vou resigning for Mr. 
:VlcGill 9 • 

:\Ir. GODFREY ::VlORGAN: What is the 
good of asking a silly question like that? 
_ \ countrv elc•,torate hke lYiunlla would not 
on anv ·account have a city rnan as its 
rcnresCntatiYe. Countrv electorates require 
th~t thoir representative shall have an 
lnterC'st in the district. He knows it'!· require
lnent~, and in looking after his o;.vn interests 
Jw is also looking after the mterests of 
the rest of his community. Although 1t may 
be done in the Labour Party, we cannot 
foist a citv man on a country electorate. 
The farme{·s anrl producers in those elector
ate,, \Yould not stand for that. Thoy haYe 
men of brains and ability in their c~ec· 
tm·atcs who arc capable of representmg 
them. The dav has gone when a city bar· 
ristcr could be sent from Brisbane _to be 
elected to Parliament by the people 111 the 
countn. That could have been done m 
years gone by. but it canno.t be done to-da_y 
so fm· as the C'ountrv-N atwnahst Party IS 

conccrnerl. It may li'e possible to do that 
to,dav in the Labour Part.). 

C\Tr: KEOGH: Do you think that the Oppo· 
sition is mo1·e popular to-dav than 1t was 
l1efore the last State elections? 

2Cir. GODFREY J\IORGA:t';-: I think that 
the Oppo~ition j~ be_cm.rung 111ore IJ_opuhu: 
l'\~crv daY, and that 1t IS only a nul iter of 
a ~l{ort i:irtH' '"hen tbe Labour Goy~•rn1nent 
will kill tlwm,r'hc•s. just a;; they d1d on a 
prc'Yious ou·a~ion. The Labour Gon:-rn.In~nt 
\Vfl'C' bcatr~n in 1929, not bec.ay!"e of anyr,huJg 
that \vas do11C' b~/ t·he Opposit~on_. bu~ bcctu~c 
of the foolish things they chd durmg- theu· 
!l'ril1 of ofli(l', The reop]c· got SlC'_k and 
ti n'd of them and thre\Y tlwm ant, JUst as 
1: , • pcopl<' ,yj]\ get sick and ti\ect of .V1e1~: 
<:: d11l <'11d throw rhun out. I l .~:-. o~~~~ c. 

1n~ 1 tter of tinH'. IIoweYf'l', that I:-i not the 
l'~int that I wish to discuss. I wanl· the 
.'t t Lii'L<'~T-Geuc!'al to tell hon. 1ncn1bPrs al?cl 
1 lE·oplc ''-'h.v it i'> ncco:-.:3a.ry that a rodis-

-'utiqr; ~;hon1d takt; plnec. If he 
1 

<_;an 
:t~'-fv :u:. that there i.s n ncc,d for sonirtll~ng 

~ ·t !on, then 1 sl1all have notl11!1g 
sa" I an1 not concerned speclfi
. 1~~r OIYil ~eat. I a1n not afraid 

r'0c1istrihntiou might do in eon
J'c'c tioH H(Y o~vn olcctornte. I haYo ;;cen 
f~nr OJ' flY0 l,'clistributions dUrillg Il1Y bme, 

done bore and that bciug flone 
off hcrP. and a little on there. 

do- , not f:Cnl11 to affect the result. If 
Go-rcniuwnt corrnneuco to _g-orr_yrnander 

tft<' people \Yill rpsent it. 
, pc<: ki11g, the people of :tustr!Llia. 

·ood :3ports. Go to any !Jlacc 
lll<Ul i . .- opposE'd to nHlll--ldwther a 

blnckfellow. or an·yono ehe-tbt) 
to sco L lrpla y nnd to ~ec tLe 

nwn IYin, but thc·y oLjcct t•.) :tnyt!Jing· 
of a. cowardlv natqre. Go to the Stadn1n1. 
Jf a b1arkff'ilo'v i;) fighting a 1vhlte n1an, 
nnd the figbt is a fair OIIC, the audience i~ 
ll:diffPrPnt n~ to 1vhat nHtn will::<. so 
l1t> i:-; tl:(' h0H ... ,l' rnn.u. rf,hat i..; chaT~i.Ct( 
of the nHtjorit.\- of A11~tralian people---~ 

clicn'? in fairplay. So far a~; the cJoctiO~lS 
th0 [Jcople ,.Jso bclicno. m 

. will not apprnn' of auytlnng 
llnt ~::: not in acconbuec wid1 }!;ritish fa1l'-
p:~t:,. Th:d i" all that v:e us an Oppo:;;ition 

fqr--T~rih~h faii'pbv. \V0 c1o 11~t fl"k 
:;:.pecial con<:<iclC'ration. \Ye know
\n:ll tlwt if \\C' did \\-c -...yottld rrJ1 
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·~et It. \Ye shall take just what is comiug 
to us and contest the seats as they are. I 
want the Minister to trll this Chamber why 
a redistribution i~ necessary. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggeru) [11.57 
a.n1.]: It i~ rathe! a1nusing. to s?e the hon. 
nwrnbcr for ::\Iunlla on this bnght, sunny 
morning- posing as the po)itical Izaak vYal
'on in lhe hope that he will be able to take 
home a YPi'j heary catch. Unfortunately 
for tho ho11. gentlcrnan, fishing is an ai·t, 
and he has not vet learned it. To change 
the rnctanhor the hou. member has been 
sent out to ,;th-age the political wreck for 
hon. DlCnlbors on his own side. He svoke 
in fayour of a reduction of members of Par
Lament to flftv-two, but that hardly coin· 
cidec. with his 'arhocacv for the re-establish· 
ment of the Lcg·islatiYe CounciL It is quite 
apparent why he can be consistent m hts 
incomistcncy. He knows perfectlv well that 
the alleged' equitable redistribution carried 
out bv his Government did not contain all 
the equitv that was claimed for it. Tako 
a-. a case in point the Enoggera electorate, 
which I represent. In their alleged desire 
tn deal fairly by the people, and partic!.!,larly 
the residents of the city of Brisbane, they 
added 2.100 farmers and rural workers to a 
n1etropolitan constituency, and evPn went so 
hr as to indude the Reddiffe division in tho 
1\noggera electorate to make it safe for the 
ihen sitting n1ember. There is no doubt 
that was the obvious intention that hall. 
members opposite had when they were the 
Government of the day. The question arises 
as to whether the redistribution made by 
them is not just as valuable to the Labour 
Party to-day as rt was in 1932. There may 
be no necr«sitv for the Government to bother 
their heads about a redistribution. Hon. mem
bers opposite evidently considered that they 
ha·d effected a redistribution which was prac· 
tir·ally water-tight and was to be of greater 
,n-ail to them than to the present Govern
ment Partv. The result of that redistribu· 
tiou disdo;ed that members on this side had 
nothiug to fear from it. On the present 
boundaries the Government would come back 
with an additional three or four members. 
After all, the hon. member for Murilla has 
,imply indulged in a wonderful fishiug stunt, 
but found that the trout wore not biting. 

}lr. }L\HER (IT'rst .llorcton) [12.1 p.m.]: 
Unlike the hon member for Murilla [ 
possess some doubt as to whether the GO\-ern· 
ment have power to effect .a redistribution 
of thf! existing electoral boundaries without 
bringing an arnending Bill before Parlia
ment. The clause of the Electoral Districts 
Act passed in 1931 that covers this point. is 
clause 14. It reads-

" \Yhencver at anv time the number 
of elector,~ ai)vcariui upon the elec:toral 
roll of anv district or districts rs or 
art, ,as the case rnuy be, so n~uch above 
or so much below the prcscnbed quota 
of e]Pdors, after taking into consider_a
tion the margin of aJlo\Yance hcreul 
referrcil to, that, in the opinion of the 
Go,~crnor in Coun('il, it has becornc llece:;:;
s,Hy to reduce or increase, as the case 
rna v lH~. the nurnb0r of sucl1 electors ~o 
as 'to aPproxin1ate the sarne to the sn:id 
quota Ol' to rnakc a com11lete or p~r~ut! 
rc-di~rribution of the elt-ctoral chstncts 
of the State. the Governor ill Council 
lllay apvoint three electoral commis· 
sion~r.-.; in the rnanner aforesa1d for tl1e 
purposes of this section." 

\\'her._ i~ thr:· e\·idence that there has been 
suc! 1 an increase or decrease in the n.urrl~>cr 
of electors on the roll of tho different distncts 
a., to rnake this action necessary? Only two 
and a-half vcars have elapsed since we went 
to the !:>lectors under this Act. Can anyone 
,ay that in two and a-half years th@re has 
be~en 3tH;h an enormous change in the ch~tn
bution of the various electoral di-·tricts as eo 
1nake rho tn·oposed redistribution noce,.,~ary ·: 
] o·t·u vel,- doubt vvhcthcr the Uovornrnel!t 
lw \~e p~wC'r to iake this action un~ler t~1C tt•nn,, of the prc -cnt la "\V. An arucnchng BLl 
would prohabl;~' giYe the GoYerr~rncnt con-
3titutional powers, but what conditiOil;3 La ve 
arisPP, during the la.st two ~nd a-half ;:e~r:3 
1L1rticulad, . to '"' arr<:'llt any 1nterferenc~ vvith 
the redistribution made under the Act tbat 
wa~ pus:-;ed to proviJe for a ~·cductJon Hl 
the nurnbce of 1ncrnber~ of Pa.rlu:uncnt frotn 
;,oventv-t\VO to sixtY-two, and under \Yhich 
a redi~tribution wa; effected by the commis
sioner,; who worked on a definite basis lard 
down in the Act? The result of that red I'· 
tril:ution \Vas certainly n1ore fa\-ourable t.o 
the Lal>our Partv than our party. That IS 

indicated bv the. fact that when tho redt'· 
tributioa bcCarne kno\Vll the prPscut Pr.e~n!er. 
as Leader of thP Opposition, had 110 cntlChill 

wl1atever to make. I han' searched tlw 
fi ks of the .. Courier " and '' Daily Mail " 
nt thar particular tirrl8, but can find no 
a,(h-ent critici~n1 bv that hon. gnntlmnan. 
In fact. the only protest from members oppo· 
:;ite that I v~as able to trace can1e fron1 the 
present Secretary for Public. vYorb_, "·ho 
\n:t~ di~~atislicd vi.-ith the rerhstnbut1on of 
dw boundarie" of the Kenncdy electorate. 
lie lodged a protest with the comrnissioner~ 
within the prescribed time. But there were 
mauv protests from the members of tlw 
thell. Um-ernment Party. Those protests 
quite ouLnurnbcred the protests from members 
of the Labour Party. mrhcabng that t~c 
J'Pdistribution effected was a perfectly fa1r 
onr- to all concerned. Xo redistribution can 
:-ati:;::fy PVPry pct".'iOil. It is ;::>bv_ious tl_wt 
rnend)(•t· . .;; \vho lo;;p ~cats. and dtstncts wh1eh 
prcviou~ly gave t.hent favourable Ill~jori~iLs. 
must feel a little hurt. bnt, takmg mh 
con~ideration the difficnltie0~ of the t-in1P 
and t lte faf't that ten scat;; had to be 
iibolidwd, a remarkably fair redistribr1tion 
vvas (diected by the three conlllllSS!OllCJ":-J 

appointed. h:.' thC' l\loorc Uovcrnnwnt. 
1 

TlH• 
fact rt'llla1L.:'i that no prote~t \Ya::-; rnaoc by 
the tlwn Lc;l(ll'l' of the Opposition, the pre
~ent Pr•:'Illier. aEd that in the abscn<.;e ?f 
any protp:o;t hi~ party we~·e apparently sati-..
fipd 'vith the rcr,;ult"l achJcYcd by that conl
nii,.;;c"ion. OtnT two and a-half years have 
c•laps~~d and ·wllen• j~ the warrant fo1· anv 
further int<•rfercnce with a pcrf0dly fa{r 
a ud rca2nnablc rcdi~b·ihution? I think it i..; 
an outragP. 

Tht~ ~\TTC~::\EY-UE:\ERAL: \Yhy .~et up an 
Aunt Sally·: 

r.Ir. :\LI.HER: There is no Aunt Sally 
about tl1"l. \Vltv i11t 'rfcre with that. wheJ.t 
tilL' \York l;a~ bccll properly carn~~d out? 
v\'lwt motin·. can there bo for any 111terfcr.; 
cnr;(' '\ith thh perfectly fa1_r rcdistrl~utr~n. 
After all. this i,; the bnsis on '"h1ch ·che 
conlnll::J:-)iont:rs operated, ;_·.~nd 1t 1s ,,-orth 

111 YiPw of the Govenunent's. 

T!JC' \TTORXEY-GE~ERAL: There is no necf:>;;;
~in tn repeat it; the ba~is is set out jn the 
Act 

JI;·. Jlull(!'.; 
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l\!Ir. :.VIAHEH: Neverthclese. it will not 
hurt to repeat it. This rnatter is going 
before the public, and I fop] justiued in 
quoting the Lasis on \vhich the connnissioners 
operated, nmnel,Y . ·-

" 1. }lctropolitan electorate' to range 
between 9,000 and 9,635 votero. 

" 2. The mow thickly populated 
centre-; outside the nlctropolitan areas, 
such as Ipswic·h. T'oowoornba, R.oekhurnp· 
ton, and TO\Y!lsvjlle, and those~ district~ 
containing part of tltc• city area such 
as \Vynnum. Logan, .aiHl Enoggf•nt. to 
range between 8,000 and 9.\'liO t>lectors. 

" 3. The closely populah:d parts 
adjoining the grcrd<'r ritics, Hntl also 
the districts. including the slllall<>r 
<'itics and larger to\rns, to ra,nge between 
7,0CO and 8,000 elector.,. 

,. 4. The closely settled farming alld 
paqoral districts to range between 7,000 
and 7.500 electors. 

"5. The district~ of groat distances 
and of sparse population to range 
bel ween 6,423 aml 7,QOO elector'. 

"In arranging Plectora.l di'"tricts in 
accordance with the scheme the com
rnis~ioners had given due- consideration 
to-

(rt) Connnunity or diYersit:· of inter-
c~t. 

(IJ) i\lcans of communication. 
(c) Physical features. 
(rl) .\reas of proposed disnicts which 

do not cornprise an5- part of a city." 

The' Bri,banc "Courier" of 22nd December, 
1931, had thic tu say in regard to the rcdis
trilmtio!l :-

.. The concensus of opinion in poli
tical circles is that the redistribution of 
electoral district~ formed a fair decision 
of a free aud :independent conunission." 

The truth of \rhat the " Courier" ,,aid then 
was recognised by t:hc present Premier, 
became he offered no criticim1 'dwtever, 
and anyone \Y}H) knows the• Prm11icr kno1\·~ 
fnll \Yell thaJ" if he felt there was ally grounJ 
for strong or tl'enchant critici~rn of the 
connnissioncr6' redistribution }H'opo:->al lw 
\You1d not havr hc:::.itatPd to launf'h an attack 
with all the vigour of VYhich he is capable. 

The hon. IJlPmlwr for Murilla in the 
course of his observations th1r, 'n1orning, 
1nade refc'n•nce to the rnc.:.t undcruoerat.ic 
conditi{)JJ' t:!Htt operated frum 1920 tc, 1929 
'o far "' the elc'cto,al districts of the State 
are r·onr·crncd. 1-; there any ~uggl'stiou in 

Go\-Pl'llllJCnt's prolJOsals ~to u·c•ate c.:on
withiu the lirr1its of the pt·Psent 

e]ecroral districb :;;uch n. ~ cxistccl 
the jJl'l'iocl to which I haYe l'CfP!Ttd. 

l'rior to ·· The Electoral Districts Act of 
1931," \Ye \\'Crl' gon;rnL'd hv the .:\{;t of 
1910. wl>ich JH'o\·idPcl fol' a 'quota of onc
~<.'Yl11lt.·-::·ycond of the total crnohncut, \rjth 
a nJal'f.!'lll of one-iifth ahoYP ancl below. 
rrlwt _-\(:t "\YilS outragcouslv dctircl In; ~uc
{'('.;;_~;Y(' CoYPrnrneni", so th<:~t iJt tllt> r~JJl~ of 
D• .·emlwr. 1928. t~n L'lcctoratc of the State 
hclJ. by tlJc Oppo.-ition l'l'l' abo...-!.: tlH' ~tatu~ 
tor.\T n1aximun1 of 8,172. "\\·hil~t oulv three 
GoY('lTllllCilt :seats were ~o lwld. ::\1~n-eo\'Cl' 1 
there "\Yl'l"C' sen·ntc\·ll GoYCrlHllPllt :-;('at'! bt·low 
the ruinimnn1 of 5.448. tuu1 unh· one 
t1<1/l c'Cat. So it is nppa~·t•nt 1h;1t the 

[Jlr. J!alu:r. 

Government at that time had the Opposition 
both ''a vs~to U::iC a. colloquia lisn1~going 
and coming. Of a total of seventy-two seats 
no fewer than thirtv-one were outside the 
'tatutorv limits durrng that period, which 
indicate; that the Government whollv dis
regarded the statutory obligations as far as 
the elector a I districb of the State were con· 
cemed. People havP often \YOndnccl why 
the Labour Government secured majoritie. 
jn succeedi11g e~cction ( cunpaigus over such 
a long period of tirnc. The obyious explana
tion is that the electoral districts \\'Cre 
;.;tacked against their opiJOl?Cnts. In the 
gau1e of political hazard dun11g those years 
tnerubers of tho Labour .Party were play
ing with loaded dice against their opponents. 

~\ Gov~ICOIEXT :MEMBER: You stacked 
them. 

Mr. ::\IAHER: We did ncl. These clec· 
1 OJ·ates had reached the condition to which 
I haYe referred and the GoYernment of the 
day took no a~tion to alter them. ami it 
look a revulsion {)f public opinion in 1929 
to thro1v th0n1 out of power; and jt was 
nol until the }1oore Government came ic 
that a fair and just redistribution of elec
t.oral boundaries in this State look place. 
The fact the Labour Government held 
power over that length of _lime when thirty
DlW of the electoral dn1s10ns were outs]{le 
tho statutorv limitations was a tra\7 e:Sty ou 
dernocracv. · \Yhat do the GoYcrm1wnt intend 
to do in· this matter·: A number of kite.• 
ha ye been flown in rc·spect of redistribution 
proposals. Th<' first prqJOsal that re:cched 
thf' pre~~ vvas the re:"toration of the ten seats.. 
abolished bv the Moorc Government; hut 
anparcnth· ~the GoYernnlCnt were ~atisfied 
that it would be dangerous to proceed with 
that proposal. H·OV{CYer, owing to !he. pres
sure of enthusiastic placcdmnt.ers '"' 1thm the 
Labour moYcnwnt another kit.P \Ya.s flown. 
Th1s time the proposal vvas to l't>storc fiyc 
H'ats. That proposal vvas canyasscd for son1c 
considerable time, but apparently the part, 
\Vl'l'C n 't Pnt.husiustic about the reception 
it o·ot and eYc~utua1lY the nn1uber \Ya~ 
alte;ed. to three. and aliout Exhibition time 
it "\Yas undPr~tood that the GoYPl'lllllc>nt pro
posals proyiJcd for an increase of three 
Slab. Pro~pectivc candiJatt~:-; at different 
C'i:>ntros were cnthu!3ia~tic about their pro:::;
nPcls of "·iuniug plebiscitPs w!Jich "·ould be 
;·omluded to sckrt candidate' /,o conte,t 
tho.;;o yj~ionar.v s€'ats. Apparently the Go
Yermnent found that this proposal was not 
lJ<'in•" \\'('11 receiYed ,in the hest Labour 
(ire]~~ ... ..\t ar:v rate, thev 'veakenecl in regard 
to the propO::-;itioJl to~ rc-;tol'e thre£! ?Pfl:ts. 
\YC' are n(HV lc>cl to bp]jcyp th:tt D. COilll1llSSJ011 

hns been apvointcd 1\) c-arr.Y out~ '!- re0.~~
tri1nnion or a re:-3huffle of tl1e cx1shng ch~-
1 rict~. I chall('Il'~C' the GoYcrmnc·nt to justif~T 
.'-'11ch an action. Oulv two and ) -l1alf year-s 
ha \"(' olapsnl ;,;jJWf~ th~· laRt rcdish·ibutiou antl 
there has not Lc•cn anY big· changt' in popula
tion in that short pcriocl. \Yhat is at tln, 
hack of all this'? Is it not an effort on the 
part of the GoYcnuncnt to rnanipu1atc tLc 
<'lc'-toratc~ once ag-a.in? Is it not an artcr11p"L 
on t}Jc }Jart of the GoYPrrllll()llt to scc!nc a 
JlUrty political ach-anhq.re? Is it not an 
atlC'mpt on !Le part of the 
Q·o b:tck to the conditions that~ obt'linccl 
l920 to 1929. \Yhc-n th" ,~ held pmn·r by Ll!l

fair Inean~ '? T'hc Go\·errHnent durjng· that 
JHTioll \rcrc in tho po~ition of a diCtator. 
Tlll' LaLon!' Party profc~s to resPnt tl1o id('i.l 
of a clictatorehip. They object io cYcry 
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typu cf dir·tator in this Chamber; but for 
a period of nine years thc.r were virtually 
dictators, because on a norrnal vote by thl' 
people it was impossible fm the Opposirion 
to '.vin. no matter how well thev were led 
or how ab1o their carnpaigncrs were, UecaU:-38 
the electoral districts were stacked against 
them. It 11ecessitated a reYolution of public 
thought to remoye the L~bour Uovernnwnt 
fnnn pO\Yer under those conditions. I ~ulunit 
that, in these proposals. the redistribution 
propot-ial that the Uovcrraucnt is desjgnccl 
to temr1t the electors of this State to sup
port them under the present conditions of 
harchhip throughout the State. The Go
vernment are atternpting gradually to regain 
that form of unfair and undemocratic control 
of Qnee·1sland which the- held from 1920 
to 1929. I submit that th.en' is no cYicknce 
at all in favour .of the proposal. no argument 
can bC' reasonablv adducl..,rl in favour of it. 
1 reiterate: the· whole thing has been Cll

gjneered for the expr0ss purpose of n1aking 
certain seats held b,- hon. members of the 
Go' ern1nent Party as safe as possible an cl 
1naking ( t'rtain seats held hv hon. IY!Pn1bcrs 
of the Opposition as dnugeJ:-c;us as l)O~sible. 
The whole thing is being dc~igned i11 the 
interests of the politica.! part_v opposite and 
against the best interests of the people of 
the State. 

}ir. }100RE (cluiJiony) [12.20 p.111.j: 
quite agree- \Yith the staten1ents raade bv the 
hon. rner11ber \vho has just resun1cd his scat. 
I-I(~ Ju=ts put the case v-ct·y well and Ycrv 
dearl_v. On the l'lth of Oc.tobcr, tlw folio\\:_ 
1ng paragraph appeared in the " Courier~ 
Mail":-

"STATE SEATS. 

'' COMMISSIOX TO REALLOCATE. 

l'")Jo Clun1ge in Kumber." 

··A comrllis~ion i~ about 1o b:• ap;JO;lltt·d 
by the GoYernment to reallocate -the elec
tOral boundaries of Queen::;land. It proiJ
ably will consist of }lr. T. A. Fern-, 
Conciliation Commissioner of the Inc!u's
trial Court the Chief E!t>ctoral Officer 
J\Ir. A. E. Colc), and either the Pnder 
ilecrotary for Justice (}lr. G. A. Carter:, 
or tlle Assistant L'ndcr Secretary (:\1r . .J. 
D. O'IIagan). 

" No alteration is to be made in the 
11urnber of seats, which was reduced fron1 
'eYentv-two to ,ixtv-hvo by the Mooro 
Govcrllmcnt in 1931., ScYer~l rnonths ago 
tire possibility of an increase in the 
rnnn her to sixty-tlYe. to reduce the size 
of the immense \Y est ern an cl :;\' orth
\\'estern electorates. \\·as mooted. }Iorc 
recently it \Vas suggcflted that the Go
Yernment. for strategic reasons, nJight 
decide upon a reduction to sixtv. ::\either 
cour:;;e '"ill Le pursued. " 

"The GoYermnent \vill appoint the 
c:omn1is"ion sir11pl~· to cnrry out a reallo
cation of bounclane~~ a~ distinct fro11"1 a 
n•di~triburinll of ~e;-1t:-:. The connni'··iOJ: 
will be selected soon. and po."iblv will 
l!e func·tioninc: bv the middle of next 
ltlOltlh. On(• ~:NlS<,ll1 pro1npting the Par
l' 'JJI('ntan Labour Party to have the 

,k.-.lt "-ith in the near fnture 
h JJc•cd for lwYing electoral bou:n~ 

rle(·itled bci::-r{ the Labour in 
Politic;, Conycation n1ects at }ia::'-
Lorough in February." ' 

That appcnrc'd in rl10 [Jl'P:-'...; jn;-;r afier caw·n, 
n~c·t: and sho\YC'::-1 exact}:;.- \Yhat happened. \Ye 

know perfectly well \\'hat has buc·n happen
iug·. \Ye know Cabinet discussed it, and the 
Premier said, "\Ye are m a position to 
win. \Ve have the confidence of the people 
of Queensland without any reallocation of 
boundaries. \V e will go to the country and 
show them. On the present boundaries every
thing will be all right. We have obtained 
tire confidence of the people." But when 
it caLllC to caucus it \HH quite anoth.:•r 
matter. The Premier, after boa•ting in 
the Cabinet romu as to -what he \Voulu do, 
had to cljn1b dO\Yn. lu caucu:-; ,.OlllC' of }n-; 
members sa id, " Our seats are in jeopardy. 
l1"'or \Veeks and \Yeeks we have been going 
through the maps so that the boundaries 
1nay be placed where we desire them.'' 
They haYe been sitting in tho room down 
there surrounded by maps with markings 
all 0\·er them. 'i'hey haYc been clroppmg 
thcn1 round the pa::i~ttge~.. The 1narlongs 
show where the boundaries haYe been made 
"' that they will ha,·c suggestions to make 
wh('n the rcnu11is:--,ion i-=- appointed. 

Thi.; cmnmi~siun \Yill Le appo]ntL•d with
out any justification. As a matter of fact, 
the numbers in the Yarious electorate' are 
infinitely better now than when the distri
bution ;\'as made. There is very little dif
fprcnc('. There was one seat, Merthyr, which 
had 11.082 in 1932. To-day, the number is 
onh- 10.238. In the nineteen Brisbane seats 
in · 1932-33 there \cere 190,207 votes. In 
December last, the last roll that we haYe, 
tl1e number i' 1C9.330. a difference of only 
997. There is but one seat nearlv down 
to the 1nargin below quota. There is One seat 
nLoYe the permi~silJle variation. The opinion 
nf the electors is reflected in the represen
tatiYes in this ChambPr almost exactly as 
it ought to be, ac,:ording to the number 
of r•loclors ancl the Yotes c,r,;t for either 
party. There could be no possible suggestion 
that Jnyt.hing \\·a~ wrong and nobody ever 
rhoug·ht t.hat it \Ya;;; going t.o be \Vrong. 
Tbc redi-:trihution \Yas carried out in a 
YC'r~v fair and equitable I11a11ncr. 

}Ir. KEOGI!: Of eom·se _von think so. 

~h·. :.\lOORE: Tbt. bon. nH'ntbcr wa~ 
retumed nmlPr that rerlistribution. so that 
>· IHs nothing- to <·<Hnp1a.in about. I rely 
1.Ht the pohry I put forward to :-:Pcurc t11f.) 
a ppro,-;t! of the people, not on the gcny
Inandering of electorates, by taking a hotel 
h·o111 here and including jt in another elec
torate th<'re and putting a few 
~on1cwhcre else. \GOYCnlnlcont 
rions.) 

The TE::\IPORAR Y CH .'IIR::\lAl'\ : Order ! 
T a~k hon. 1ncn1b0r~ on 111y right to prc~crve 
order. 

~lr. ~IOORE: It i, rnth0r (•xtraordinar:v 
th[tt there ~hou1d lll' (l ~n~:JP·,tJon of nu 
al+•'rntion of bounclari~:s ,,h011 the rC'di~trlLn-
ticm }ws to be ~o fclir. The ruattcr 
lws been Hl:··IItinncd 1he do~~ nru 
harking- i1 round the town :\Ir. F('l'i'V 
ho· ali·rnd-:~ bPell nppointed; 

np to ihe :Xorth that come 
:tnd that he llrs pirkcd ft,; tl! 0 

_j•>h. \Ye krlO\Y Y<'l'V tlw t ihc . ..;c• i l1ing~ 
ili ll'a k out. and u;at it is +a lkerl ail 

l !J,. town. \Ye kncny t ln' :'ur._·c.,;.·p-..tio)1:-: 
are 1;!.! rnad0. ITIT\V c•nlrl cJny C(ltnrHi· .;;ion 

~yl)·h the Act and nro\-idf~ a rnon~ 
redi;:;tributl Lll of ~c tt-:: '( rlnm ber..: 

E the Yarious ckctor~tt(':-: arc to-da~T 
accordance 1vith llF• _\et. .Tn'-:t as th(' 

: n1. l1ll'Hl1JL·r for \Yc·-..:t .:\Iorcto11 has pointed 

Jir'. l!l oar e. J 
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\'.ttt th0re cannot Le any fair altAration 
nnl~s, the Act is arnende·d, or unless another 
course is takcn-<:iurl 1 hate 1-o think that 
JJOn. rnernbPn; oppo~ite \vould connive at 
such o proposal-that is. to place false 
ii (~'lH'CS on the electoral rolls so as to n1ake 
rlie boundaries suitable and then afterwards 
to sav that the people must have gone away 
o:· that theY mnst haYe died. There is the 
... uggc~tion 'that that can be done) and, in 
fact. it has been clone. 

The SLCRETARY FOR Pc:BLIC INS'fRUCTIOl'< : 
Falsify the rolls·: 

11.1r. ~IOOR,E: Yes. I make 110 secret of 
it; it has been done before. A very fm·tile 
imagination has been responsible for the 
sqggestion that people rnay be placed on. the 
various roll~, and then, after the elecuons, 
it <'Ould be said that they must have gone 
:::orncv here else. There rr1ust have been a 
certain arnount of irnagination along these 
lines when 132 people arc placed in a board
ir.g-house that can hold only five and they 
are kept there, and when twenty-snven people 
arc put in a private house, the owner of 
which has 11en•r heard of them, although 
he has lived in the house for thirteen years. 
He wrtnted to know where they were, where 
the~- had boon, and from whence they came. 
One ' em und•?rstand how the rolls can bo 
inflated. It is suggested that there is to be 
a r,-~Jlocation of boundaries. "Realloca-
tion " is a delightful word. It does not 
mean- a redistribution. It means a realloca
tion of bounclarieo, so that thev can be 
fayourable to the p.rosollt Governn'ient. The 
Electoral District>; Act does not provide for 
a reallocation of boundaries; it provides for 
a redistribution of seats, and it as done 
for a very definite pLJrpose-to comply with 
the democratic will of the people. But a 
reallocation has to be done for quite another 
purpose ! The decision has to bo placed 
before the Labour iu Politics Cmn-ention in 
February, to see whether it approves or not. 
It i·s not to be done in the interests of the 
community. I\o. The commissioner has to 
be appointed. thP "NOrk carried out) and 
members b:q·,, to scratch their heads and 
takE bit., OLlt of one electorate to ~ubstitut • 
for bits out of another, ancl Lc-tbour in 
Politics ConYcntion hfts to appl'OYP of it. 
I C'an appreci-ate thL' diffi.cult)' experi-
enced lJ, GoYCl'nlnent rnPnlbC'r-. clo'.\ll-
stairs v, hen they got together to decide the 
matt0r, when the: said, "I will take that 
bit out of Bulimba and put it in my elec
torate, and I will take this bit out of 
Buranda. to rnakc lllV seat a bit safer." The 
tnembcr repl'C:-3enting the safe J___.abour seat 
then exclairned, '"But where do I come in? " 
And tlwn thPy bad to ,;o OH'l' the \\ho! • 
th;ng again in order to corne to sornc agree
ment. It is gratifying to know how rnuch 
interest has been taken bv hon. members 
opposite or1 this question sO as to assist the 
commissioner to carrv Ol!t his duties. It 
3hov:~s a chauning irit,erest on their part. 
After all, th,•y know that public servants 
are very hHrd vvorkcrs, and they want to 
giye these indi,·iJuah all the a;;· ~~tancc fn•'y 
can in explaining v\·hat part.:; should bo taken 
away and what parts should not, 30 that the 
Labour in Politics Convention will be able 
to approve. They want to be in a position 
of ~a.ving that thP connnls::-:ioncrs ..;}lould 
accept the export advice of these people who 
know most about it. They know where tho 
,-otos an) in their electorates that they are 
anxious to be rid of; they know the hotcl-

[Ml·. Moore. 

ke pPr who call exercise influence in a cer
tain direction. who can influence a nurnber 
of Yotc~ in thci1· faYOUl', and they arc anxious 
to haYc hirn in their c1ectorat0·,·. I suppose 
it is quite all right to take advantuge of 
d1" opporiunit.v to 1nnke representation to 
the· per3LHl;., to be appointed. 

At 12.2'0 p.rn., 
:0,-lr. l~LEDSOX re~urned the chair . 

1\Ir. :\lOORE: Of course, one difficulty 
the" eYidcntlv found was that they chcl not 
know whether they would appoint four 
oflicials to reallocate the seats; three ought 
to be enough, but the que::<tion _is: who are 
the pcrsous most likely to. rchsh tho sug
ucstion:::. we offer in the Intcrc:3ts of tbe 
LaUour in Politic·' ConYcntion '? 'fh~t ~s 
what hon. HH'!llbcrs opposite look at. _ It IS 

not a question of what. they can do lll the 
interests of Queensland. ~o, that does n~t 
matter. This has all to be done for a parti
cular reason~without justification) because 
the electorates are now so good, and tb_, 
voting at the last election was exactly 
reflected in this Chamber. It seems extra
ordinan- that a party >vhich prates so much 
about ascertaining the will. of the people, 
and about clomocracy, and gn-mg the peop}c 
the right to go\·ern, !"hould. end.ea vour ... o 
th\\art lho will of the people m this manner. 
You will remember, l\Ir. Gledson, the redis
tribution of seats that was made about 1922. 
c;ertajn hon. rnembers opposite then asserted 
that thev as ~L party W(~re safo for twenty 
Years. They .'<tiel, .. vYo have fixed the 
boundaries iu such a way that the Upposi
tior~ c~,nnot possib1J win again for that 
penocl. 

The ATTORxEY-CExERAL: You are repeat
iHg the statement made by a member of 
your Go\·ernrne11t. 

.vh. MUOUE: :'\o, that statement wr;s 
m·1 de bv a Minister of the hon. gentleman s 
C~venn~1e11t, but it would be unfair to 1uen~ 
tiun his wunc. (Laughter.) 

The ATTORKEY-GExERAL: As a malt~t· uf 
fact, that "·cry ~tatcrne11t \Vi:l8 rnaJe lJ~. .,t 

rnernLer of Jour Government. 

;\Ir. 2VIOOR1~: I do not want to omharra·c· 
the }liui tcr by bringing his nan1e bofor,_' 
tlw pnblic like that. (Laughter.) 

The ATTORl'<EY-GExEH\L: I will cmbarra,, 
you enot1gh. 

Jl,lr. :\IOORE: The lwu. ITentleuwn 10 

ernbatTa~,ed enough already .. oH~ said, "l 
have rnadc one or tvvo alterations 111 Iny own 
boundaries) and having done so, rny ::.eat ~,; 
perfectly safe and scenre for bvonty years. 
It v·:a.s not safp for twPnty ~ears, because the 
1ni::..managetncut of the aifa)rs of State ~\Y 
the party in power, even \v1th such a rc(hs
tributioll of scat;;:, did not serve to protect. 
hon. members opposite from the wrath of 
the people. The people recogmsed that the 
rni...,uutnagCinent 'vas dreadful. It was an 
extraordinary pic•ce of good fortune for h?u· 
membero opposite thctt the depre,siOH 
occurred ·while our Uovernrncnt were tu 

]JO'';cr, bec1u::;;e that gaYO thmn an excU::O(.'! 

to induce the people to return them to 
no\Y('l'. But for thaL rea~on they ·would 
~til1 be in oppo1'ition, and 110 n~·cessit:>~ for 
.J, n'allocation of seats \Yould exist. If th0 
l;ovel'l1Inent arc so satisfied \Yith the Y\·ork 
thov have been doinrr and if the pro lJPr.iL.\ 
of 'the State has beeon' so great, aud i~ s~n
shinc and happiness have been ra(hah1Jg 
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thro•,Ighout the State as they say, what 
neces•ity is there for a reallocation of boun
daries? Of course, there would not be any. 
lt is only because they f0ar-that is what 
has brought this about--that they may lo'e 
some of their seats, and possibly lose their 
:>osition as a Government that they desire a 
i·eallocation. vV'e know that there are 
rnembers on our side who can be got rid 
of by a slight alteration of boundaries. 

l\ir. G, C. 'l'AYLOR: The people cannot have 
much confidence in you in that case. 

Mr. MO ORE : We know perfectlv well 
that there were inconvenient members on 
this •idc whom the Go,·ernment would like 
to get rid of by taking some safe votes 
from an absolutely safe seat and putting 
them into seats which are difficult to hold 
for this side. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR interjected. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I ask the hon. member for Enoggera not to 
interject. He will have an opportunity of 
speaking later 

Mr. MOORE: We know that it can be 
done. Hon. members opposite know that 
it can be done. They have repeatedly thrown 
interjections across this Chamber to the 
hon. member for Cook, " This is your last 
time in this Chamber; we will get rid of 
you." They have made similar suggestions to 
two or three other hon. members on this 
side. They know perfectly well that thev 
could not be got rid of because the people 
of their electorates wanted to get rid of 
them, but they know that by a reallocation 
of boundaries they can make the position 
of hon. members on this side insecure. That 
is what is behind that threat. We recog
mse that the threat is being carried out. It 
shows that they do not want the people of 
queensland to rule and govern, but that they 
snnply want to get rid of inconvenient 
members who criticise them too freely and 
who are doing too much for their elector
ates. Every po2sible means is being adopted 
by hon. members opposite to discredit certain 
hon. members of the Opposition Partv. 
They are not even given fair treatmen't. 
Ministers take the opportunity every day of 
sen?Lng up paragra11hs to the nevvspapers in 
their electorates pointing out what they have 
done for them. In one instance the Minister 
concerned did not know what was going 
forward to the press; but ont of courtesv 
the department wrote to him and said " On 
your representations such and such a' work 
is being carried out.'' He irnr:nediatelv 
rushed to the paper in the ho;Je that everv". 
body would say, " This fellow is lookiri'g 
after our electorate welL \Ve did not even 
9-sk him for this work, and he has carried 
lt 0Ut." 

:\fr. G. ·G. T,\YL0~1: The rnerllr-al adYis-.:r of 
the hon. member for Cook ordered him to 
go to Sandgate to get a little sea air ! 

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member need not 
worry about the hon. member for Cook, 
who is capable of looking after himself. 
No one looks after his elechwate better than 
the hon. member for Cook. If the hon. 
member for Enoggera would spend as much 
time in looking after his electorate as he 
spends in fussing aronnd to see what parts 
he can cut ont and what parts he can put 
into his electorate. it would be better for 
the State. That sort of thing is going on, 

and so n>.uch chopping out and putting in 
is going on that a map of the electoral 
boundaries prepared in accordance with the 
wishes of the members of the Government 
must look like a jigsaw puzzle. 

Tte SECRETARY FOR PrBLTC INSTRUcTION: 
Did you eYer see your South Brisbane elec
torate? 

Mr. MOO RE: I saw all the electorates, 
and they were allocated in accordance with 
community of interest. The Secretary for 
Public Instruction should know that in Bris. 
bane there are such things as trams and 
that community of interest must be studied 
for the sake of the community generally. 
Even the Opposition of that time had no 
complaint. The members of the then Oppo
sition did not deny that it was a fair and 
square redistribution. 

The SEcRETARY FOll P CBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The worst you could do would help us ! 

Mr. MOORE: I am not deceived by the 
proposal. I know what the reallocation is 
for. I know it is not being done in any 
altruistic way to help the Opposition. The 
difficulty is that the Government can do 
this reallocation so successfully that it will 
be sufficient for a number of years. Trouble 
will occur with those members of the Go
vernment who do not wish to lose their 
majorities. One can imagine hon. members 
opposite scratching their heads and each 
looking at the other with suspicion, wonder
ing whether the other fellow is trying to 
pinch some of his majority. (Opposition 
laug-hter.) It is all very amusing, but these 
things sometimes do not turn out in the 
way anticipated. Some ·members can be 
annoyed when they find that undue influence 
is brought to boar on them. I really think 
it would be better for the Government to 
take the matter into their own hands and 
appoint three of their own members to allo
cate the districts. It would be more honest 
to do that than to appoint public officials 
to carry out suggestions made to them or in 
the alternative to lose their jobs. It would 
he more honest to appoint three members 
on the Government side to carrv out the 
re0Jiocation of boundaries. -

Yfr. KEOC'H: YO'l tht>rou2h 1v n:vl;r t '" l 
that from what happened last time. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member may be 
quite surprised to know that I did not have 
any idea of any boundary as it was being 
altered, I took no interest in the matter. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : You were in it up to 
your Qeck. 

Mr. MOORE: These matters can be easily 
proved. The fact is that I did not make 
any suggestion, There is no excuse for a 
reaJloeation. In a reallocation that is endea
voured to be made for a specific purpose, 
as has been said openly by hon. members 
on the Government side, it would be much 
better to appoint three Government members 
and place the responsibility upon them. Let 
the matter be open and aboveboard. I am 
not worrie-d about it, but 1 think it is pre· 
ferable to do that than to place pnblic officers 
in the position of having to accept advice, 
if one can call it that, or else be dis
criminated against later on. Let the press 
and everybody know what the reallocation 
of electorates is for. Let the Government 
appoint the hon. member for Enoggera as 
one n1en1ber and the hon. n1em bcr for 2\.lnn:P 

JI r .. M oar e.] 
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no another member of the proposed redistri
bution commission. I do not mention them 
because thev arc more honourable than 
others ; but ·r would like to see them after 
the job was clone! (Opposition laughter.) 

l\Ir. W. T. KIXG (Jiarce) [12.42 p.m.J: I 
haYe listened with a great deal of amu~0-
ment to the rPmarb of the Leader of the 
On position. I ha YP seen hirn play rnany 
roles whilst I haH' been in this Chamber, 
but the role he pla ye cl to-day was the most 
ridicubus one l ha YC .:'l'Cn hin1 in. The 
Leader of the Opposition soared into the 
rcahnf' of iruagination. Naturally, bmng 
worried becausP the party I have the honour 
to be a"ociatod with will be returned to 
power at the next PlPct ion-· as they will_ \Yith 
a bigger rnajority rhan ~n the last occasion
he ondeaxour~ to picture hon. n1ernbcrs of 
lll~· party nn1ni!1g r?ur!d th~ country .a~nd 
the rooms of th,; bll!ldmg wrth maps. 'l he 
hon. gentlcrna n i:::; facetious \V hen he talk:" 
in that strain. If he were serious he would 
say there were no maps. therC' were no hon. 
nwrnbers running round with rnaps, and that 
hon. mcrnbcr·s wct·p sati,fied to rely upon 
the good sense of their constituents to return 
ihcrn; hocau:3C the record of the part\' of 
which I hayc the honour to be a member 
is: ir:. itself sufficient to return Pvery n1en1ber 
of that party. I can quite understand some 
hon. n1ernbers :'linging their '· Swan Song." 
I ea n quite undpi·stand thE' Leader of the 
(_)pposition ond0avouring to sing his ·• S"\-ran 
Song" in his particular ·way. 

)Ir. 1\tiAXWELL: ·You tnight be singing 
yours. 

1Ir. \V. T. KI:\"G: The hon. member's is 
a .. Swan Song." too. Let n1e test the 
sincerit' of the Opposition in tl1at regard. 
The Leader of the Oppocition would have it 
that the redistribution scheme brought foJ·
v,ard by his GoYCl'llnlent was in no wav 
tainted, that it \\as clean and pure. an;1 
had all the essentials that the present Op
position do not pcsse~:3. 

Mr. KENNY: It >~as one of the fairest 
reclistributions CYer made in QLwensland. 

l\1r. vV. T. KI:'i"G: The hon. member for 
Cook savs it v;a •. the fairest of rPdistribu
tions. The onlv spirit of fairncos about till' 
rcdistributicn was that it \"aM responsibl0 
for returning to p01YCJ' a sufficient nun1bc'r 
of Labourite's to g'OY<1 l'll QuPcnsland. It 'vas 
an illustration of the faet that when tlw 
people of 0uecnsland n1akc up their n1ind 
or \vhcn the people of any State or f'ountr;v 
make up their n:!ind that a party has to 
go. no rr1atter ltow 01::tt party <-~ndcaYOHl'S 
to entrench its•lf with the aid of redistri\m
tion S('hcmes it i:' unccr<"nlOIJiou:'ih; thrown 
out into political ,Jarkncs<--into the liu1bo 
of p8litical1y ~orgottr•n thing:;:. The Y_if~l.\·~ 
expounded by the Lcodrr of thP OpposrtJOn 
---and they were good fro.n his point of 
Yieiv-wero pnt frJrwa rd jn a sc1ni-coruic 
opera strain. He eudcovoured to rloud tlw 
i-;.~u.c. 'Thcro if' llO c\·idPncc that a redistri
lmtion scheme is coni:<>mplated. There i.' 110 
P\·idcnrc that any of tho~P gPntlemcn who;;.p 
narncs have been n1cntionecl. gcntlcn1cn of 
estimable character. who ''·ould at all timE'' 
carry out their duties honestly and fearlessly. 
have been appointrd a conunis-'ion. _\t the 
next election the Oppcsition will haYc to 
take ihf~ cane frorn the elc•ctors. The I.r'aclPr 
of the Opposition eontencled that the redi"
tribution schenH~ ·w1Jich \1 a~ introduced three 

fMr. }Joore. 

n•ar:-; ao·o \Ya~ a fair one. In n1y awn 
~kctorai~ of J\laree--·"-

Mr. M.\XWELL: You \Yerc lucky. 

Mr. W. T. KI:\"G: If I was lucky on that 
occasion I shall be lucky again. ·when I 
conw back to this Chamber I shall be con· 
soled bv the thought that I represent an 
elcctoraf,, with the euphonious name of Maree 
ancl not a scat with the graveyard name of 
Toowo1w. The Leader of the Opposition 
would J{"ave us ],eJieye that the redistribution 
rnaclc three Years ago was a fair one. Mrs. 
Long-man re)1rcsented Bulimba at that time. 
She desired to come to the Maree electorate. 
She told the people of that electorate that 
she wanted them. She had the tPmenty 
to staud in the ?\ ationalist plebiscite
tcn10rity, bcc·ause she 'vas defcate,d. She 
knew Bnlimba and she knew what part <;f 
that electorate would hPip her most were rt 
transfprrcd to the l\Iaree electorate, when 
she came across. Ready for her wore _2,500 
daintv morsels of ='!orrnan Park, as damt;ly 
sen·ed for political palates, as any drsh 
that could bP served up by the best c~ef 
in anv lcadincr hotel throughout Australra. 
T\otwrthstandi~g that appc~izing· morsel and 
the manner of its servree, Mrs. Long
man -did not come forward for i\faree, 
because she was not selected. Thehon. mem
ber for Bulimba won the Bu!Lmba seat, 
and thus the efforts of the Opposition ended 
in failure. It is all wry fine for the Leader 
of the Opposition to come forward and make 
the speech that he has _made;. but he .~ets 
nowhere' with it. In Ius facetious, smrlmg 
way he is making a protest on behalf of 
his collearrues. He rs cndeaYounng to tell 
the poop!~~ of Queensland th":t he is p;epared 
to go smiling to the polttwal gurl!otme. 
But I know the Leader of the Opposttwn 
and his collPagues well enough to under
stand that thcv are not prepared to do 
.it. Thcv will ~counter, fight, cihriek, and 
br-ing into play all the deyiccs theJ:' hope 
will enable them to regam the adnnmstra
tion of the State. Sitting as they have 
been sittinrr for the past three years in the 
cold blasts" of opposition, they consider that 
PrO\·idencc should have deposited them on 
the GO\·ermnent benches so that they would 
have the opportunity to redistribute the 
clc·Ltorates fairly and justly as they say. 
ProYidcnco, in its wisdo111-and me1nb~rs of 
the Opposition will agree that Prondence 
is wise-will ordain that they wrll have to 
"uffcr tlw ~old blasts for at least auother 
three years. It is recog·nised that, 

1 
ah:ro,st 

mentably, the OppositiOn wrll SinK m,o 
obJiYiOll for a YC'ry long tenn. rrho scherno 
of redistribution will be fair. lt will be 
J '"L (Op[lDiition dissent.) 

The TK\lPORARY CHAilUIA:\": Order! 
The hon. Inc1nber has exhausted tho tirne 
allo'.,ed him nncler the Standing Orders. 

:\h. \Y. J. COPLEY (Bulirnba) [12.53 
p.m.J: Jn Yiew of the speooh made this 
morning by the Leader of the Opposrtwn, 
suggp·,.,tillg that there is going ~o bo a r?d1s
trilmtion before the forthcommg elections, 
and dealing ·with certain other n1atters, I 
think the tin10 is opportune to make a f~w 
l'C!nark" with 1cgard to the Electoral R< ~ t.-1-

tration section of the Deparhneut of J u~tlC('. 
I jLL.;! wi~h to. ~ay ~hat so far as Ute Lead 

1 
!' 

of tl:c Oppos1hon IS conccrn?~l, I CJJ!lt':.;Ly 

hJjlt' that thP COY(·nnnC'nt \'Vtll kce!J Yer; 
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close vatch at the next elections for plural 
voting. 

()pposrrrox ME~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Wr. W. J. COPLEY: And that the Chief 
Electoral ')fflcer and the police will keep 
a very clme check on this matter. I want 
to link the Leader of the Opposition up 
with this matter in a very -definite way. 
On 15th September last, -the day of the 
Federal elections, the hon. member for 
Aubig·ny cast his vote at the 13ulimba schooL 
That was the booth at which he voted, yet 
we find in the mid-dav issue of the " Tele
graph" a photograph 'of the Leader of the 
Opposition casting a vote at the C1ty Hall 
in Brisbane. 

l\Ir. BRAND: Do you say he Yoted twice? 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That is the position, 
and it ill becomes hon. members opposite 
to suggegt things of that nature in view of 
tlris fact. I want to make it perfectly clear 
to the hon. member for Is is that two photo
graphs were published that day. 

;\lr. BR\C:D: ;'\ot showing his vote" 

Mr. \Y. J. COPLKY: Yes. One w'" puh
li~hed in a. late edition showing hirn :cacl
iug a donkey round the grounds of bis 
house. but that is not the one to which l 
rcfrr.· The one to whid1 I refer was puh
lisheu in the mid-Llav 0dition. and it shoh·cd 
tbe Leader of the· Opposit;on casting his 
,-ote and unckrneath it was stated that the 
Yote' was being east at thP Bri~banc City 
Hall. 

I was not here this morniug, when the 
Leader of the Opposition spoke, but I have 
been informed that he said that certain hon. 
rnernbers 1A'ere downstairs arranging a redis
tribution. The otatenll'nt is deliberately 
untrue. and it ill-become"- any leader of a 
big political party. It is no wonder that 
the I\.ationalist Part:, propose to retire hirn 
at the next election or prior thereto. I 
wnnt to say dc!inite~y and bluntly here 
to-dav that d1e la~t rcdi:-;tribution \vas thL' 
HlOSt ~ co\vardlv and rnost callous affair that 
\Vas en~r vut ~over-that it was the greatest 
con fide nee trick ever put oYer the peoph~ 
of Queensland. A ~urvc:,- of the nJa
joritie~ of hon. nlPinbers opposite w·ill ~ho-, 
ius! how clever it was. One member of 
the Op1)0sition. '' ho wa~ then a }liuistcr, 
be a.itl~rl to nw that it wa:-3 a good enough 
distribution to kcpp t>' out of oflicc for 
lifrccn vears. IlL· 'aiel further than that. 
"'\Yo }1~av0 arncnclr-cl the electoral la\Y :::o 
tlwt \'V(' will not haYe to introduce a Bill. 
\X,-p ran do it lr,' UrdPr in Counci~. and if 
-it l <'C'Omes :::hakj: vve will i1x it up.'' That 
, ..... ,; ~ t )H' n ttitudp of the GoY('rllilJCnt of thP 

\Vc f111d that the GOY('l'llnlcnt !llajorit.\' 
Yotc~ (a si for the Labour 

Party wonl~-l have b(•en about 
ten "Cat". I r v;as a clPYC'!' 
distribution, and l bclien· that those Jlt'ople 
-,,;Jio vvere un::L"rupulous euongh to do it 

L'YC'l'Y COil4Tatu1atim_l. The connni;,-
lYJet lll.j ou ·the top of 1he 'I_'n•a,--ar~

Buildinrr· in au ofiice fol'lllC'i:lv C'alled tlH' 
l~nnnp~,O,\'llu-I:t Iu\·c~t;~ation ~ Couunhtcr>. 
a clesignatioll that \Yas afLCl'\Yard:3 altered b) 
the Secretar~~ for Labour and IndustrY, novv 
tho hon. nw.mlwr for to E;nplov-
I~lC'l r InYc-~iiR -ticn { ]'!PI'<' rh·_ 
connni:;;2.ion s.lt, and 1hcrc it had its map-::. 
l\I<'rnlwrs of tho pnblio ,orvico who \\orkecl 
on that floor. TilC'tnbcrs of the Dcpartutcnt 
of Public In"'t1·nrtion 1-Yho \VCl'P there, 'Yere 

ab1e to sec a ron::-tant trek of ach-i~cr~ to 

tlw corntnis,·-ion frorn arnong:;;t hon. rnen1ber;:, 
opposite. In addition to that, ivlr. 
1Ylaegroarty, the then Attorney-General, 
took Mr. Gall out with him in a motor car 
one Saturday afternoon, and the:v in~pected 
the :South Brisbane electorate to sec how 
they could fix it up. \Yhat utter hypoCl'is!· 
and nonsense it is for hon. rncrnbers oppo
~1tt> to corne into thi~ Chun1ber and suggest 
that this Oovp~·nment would do anything 
lhat vva~ not ln accordance with the high 
ideals for which Labour has stood in this 
State and tho Commonwealth ! The bc-,t 
judges of the position arc the people of 
Queen_.,: and. and hl~ it ren1ernberod that the 
pt-:oplt~ oE Queen::;land have for twenty-one 
vcars reb_lnlcd a Labour GoYernnlent to 
;~ffiC(', and on one otC<-1 ,ion. despite the rig
rrim; of the Plcctoral boundaries bv the 
()pPosition '-'·hen in government. ~ 

I desire to bring up ono or tvvo other mat
ter~ in connec'-ion with t.he ad1nini~tration 
of the electoral laws of this State. One is 
the qw=_,;:Stion of po5t.al Yote"·· The present 
rnethod of dealing v.·ith po~tal votes i~ a 
rather loose one. \.Y c find that hon. nlem
ber~ oppositt', I suppo~e rightly so from their 
point of viev,, have certain people V\'ho for 
a number of Vl'lil'~ have f'Ollcentratcd on 
lhe q"estion of postal votes. The postal 
voteo reconled in Quf'en.;iand to-day do not 
1·l'fiect the• of the pcopif' of tlu.'-
Sta.te. In di.;cricb where Labour is 
n.blc tO get a rnajority cf a5 rnany as 2.000 
out of 10,0')0 \'Otes the postal votes f <' 
LttlJOut· amount to only 80, 100, or 150. That 
.:-;ho\Vt:i thal dtPre j.-, :30lnt•thing wrong. I 
know of onf~ ::,upporter of the Opposition who 
adliTiUecl to J\Ir. Baker, ~I. Il.R., and n1e 
that sh<• had thie•·ed 500 Labour yotcs-tl:at 
she and M: . Kidncv. :\Iro. Black. and one 
or t\VO rnol't' had thi~n'd 500 votes that 'vere 
Labour's b) right. I novv des1re to chaw 
attentim: t:~, a i:.al·ugraph \drich appear:-5 111 

the ,( Cou!·icr-~[ail · thi" !llOrnin~:. It 1~ 
llc..td( d-

'' Au.t:GFD FoRGED Po~TAL VoTEs. 

': J)isclasurc,· r1t Pl'rth. 

.. Evidence that of tho 332 sets ot 
po~i ~11 . . subrnitt.ed to the 
eo ut t of ~d returns. 324 vrero for-

was given to-day by George 
inve~tinent broker and hanll+ 

expert. in the ca6C' in \vhich 
Frankl]n :::eeks a declara

upsetting the elt-ction of J an1es 
tilt> Legislative Council for 

pi·o,+il!cc on 12th ~lay." 

It gee"' on tv ;::;a."·--
-t~ight "" ilne;5..;p~ hu.Yc a1ready 

1110:-:.t of thern b<'ing elL•(·
_..;,t:'d thnt the po~t<:tl \-oLc ;:;igna-

t-_tL'(- "~ V\'('•' POt tln_•ir::.." 

The point \V<:lllt to 1nako is tlHJt the 
-~·lationati~t r_·:_tuJ.idate for tlll' _llH.:tropo:itan 
pro'.·ince in \Ycstern _..:_\ ustra iia wa::-: Plected 
bv 315 vote"l. :1n.d of 332 voLEs subrnittcd tJ 
tho Court of Di~nuted lV'tLLrtb 324 \, l'l'L' 

to be forgei-ie:-.. l :--ug·gl'~t th.at 
adopted then, arc ~irui]ar to 

being· adopted in the other Stare~. 
~.lr. l~lcdsou, no grcatl'l' proof of the 

of checking up postal v-oteM 
the report that wo find 

110\\'SlJaper. ··Courier
" ! Anv canJ;datc who is clcctc·d to 
Pa_i·li:.ltni'Ht, or any other Parlia1ncnt~ 

fnr that tcl ,t~e;-. :::hou.ld be eloeted Vv rlH' 

Jlr. 11'. J. Copley.] 
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direct votes of the people whom he is sup
posed to represent. If a man is elected 
by 315 votes, and 324 of the votes favouring 
him are forgeries, then I suggest that he 
is not representing th~ people of his ecec
torate. 

I suggest to the Attorney-General-and I 
hope he will give it some investigation for 
he has been in charge of this particular sub
dqJartment for some time and his knowledge 
of electoral matters is recognised generally 
bv both sides of Parliament-that in view 
of this scandal i" Western Australia, and 
in view of the other statement I made to-day 
that a Federal member was defeated by 
lOO votes, and a woman canvasser for the 
::\' ationalist Partv admitted that far more 
than that numbe1: of votes were thieved from 
the Labour candidate, some inquiry e.hould 
be made. Possibly, the whole trouble could 
be overcome if postal votes were collected 
by the police in the division in which they 
were issued. That would not be unfair to 
any party or candidate. I suggest further 
that before that police officer collected the 
votes he should notify each candidate that 
he proposed to do so, together with what 
votes he proposed to collect and when he 
proposed to leave to collect them. Then aJl 
he should do and would have to do would 
be to interview the individual, to him, 
" Do you require to vote?" as said to 
electors at polling-booths who ha-ce to be 
assisted to vote, and that the yotc should 
then be cast in the usual That 
would be fair to every candidate stands 
for election. I raise thi.s matter not only 
in the interests of this party, who win seats 
by a majority of between 1,000 and 2,000 
and who lose on postal votes by reason 
of the tactics that are being used and have 
been so skilfully used in the past, but also 
in the interests of the voters of the State. 

I also want to draw attention to the posi
tion so far as misrepresentation at election 
time is concerned. \Ve have something to 
learn from the Western Australian law in 
this matter, for section 181 (5) and section 197 
of the Western Australian electoral law, 
1907-21, forbids any undue influence and 
provides that no candidate shall issue or 
allow to be issued on his behalf, any writtcm 
or m·inted document containing untrue 
state'nwnts defa.matory to any candidate for 
election. I suggest that the Attorney
Geueral might give consideration to the 
vV.estern Australian law on this matter with 
a view to its introduction in Queensland, 
and I would also suggest that it is desirable 
that the Commonwealth Government should 
introduce similar legislation. In Westcm 
Australia a candidate named Gray recently 
issued a statement to this effect-· 

"T. J. Hughes wants to govern the 
country.'' 

Rcaiicing that that was an untrath, a 
malicious statement, and a statement 
designed to mislead the people, the courts 
of the land found Gray guilty. Now :Mr. 
H ughes is proceeding against an individual 
b:v the name of Mann. I suggest is desir-
able that some similar legislation intro-
duced in this State. In South Australia I 
believe a law prevents newspapers from 
commenting on elections for a couple of 
davs prior to the taking of tho poll, 
reason being that they might exercise 
influence on the election. It is highly 
able that some such provision be 
Queensland, because of the ~cnre 

[Mr. W. J. Cop7ey. 

scaremongering introduced by the pcliticai 
agents of hon. members opposite. Let us 
take the case of the Federal election of 1931, 
when the political bosses of hon. :nembers 
opposite issued counterfeit notes m behalf 
of their party, notes with the protographs 
of Mr. Scullin and Mr. Theodore on them 
branded for £1,000,000, which would definitely 
interfere with the credit of this State and 
with the Commonwealth-counterfeit notes 

by counterfeit politiclans. The 
Australia law provides that any 

person vvho issues or allows to be issued on 
his behalf documents of that kind is liable 
to exclusion from Parliament for two years, 
as from the date of his conviction, and, in 
addition to that, is liable to a penalty of 
£200 or twelve months' imprisonment. 

Mr. SPARKES interjected. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: A provision of that 
nature would protect the people of Queens
la.nd. I can quite understand hon. members 
opposite interrupting whilst I am dealing 
with this matter, because the stock in trade 
with which they fight an election campaign 
consists of half truths and lies. They do· 
not dare to fight t.he Labour Party on the 
nolicv of the movement and on what has been 
ftecomplished. They are not even prepar<'d 
to worry much aboC>t the personal character 
of any man, whilst the credit of the nation 
counts as nothing to them. Every form of 
misrepresentation which can be indulged in 
to interfere with the chances of members 
on this side is ·used bv our political oppo
nent3; they possess ·the machinery--the 
Nationalist precs and unlimited funds-to 
mn ke use of such methods. 

Mr. KEOGH (Mcrthyr) [2.12 p.m.l: I have 
some comments to make in regard to the 
statements of the Leader of the Opposition. 
'When speaking of what occurred at the last 
State election. he made a statement in regard 
to the number of voters on the roll in 
Merthyr. Many of those names represented 
Nationalist Party ghosts. I know that the 
tenants of about 200 shops in that electorate 
were living in Nundah, Sandgate, and other 
places. It is true, as the Leader of the 
Opposition said, that the number of voters 
on the roll was reduced by 1,000 within 
twelve months after. That is proof that the 
La.bour Party wore intent on having the 
rolls cleaned up. Hon. members opposite 
who chnrge the Labour Party with g<)rry
mandering- in regard to rolls are adopts at 
it themselves. 

lYlr. SPARKES: What about the poll at E>tst 
Toowoomba? 

Mr. KJ<~OGH: I do not want to have 
anything- to do with the hon. member, who 
would be more at home in company with 
bulls. He should be looking for those 
heife,s of his. The Leader of the Opposition 
stated that his partv did not in anv wav 
inliuence the memllm:s nf the Redistri'bution 
Commi"ion. I was working at MeWhirtors 
I.imitcd about that time, and on two or 
three occa8ions. I saw J'v1r. Gall in compflnv 
.,.i1h Dt. Kerwin. the Nationalist membei, 
for that area, and the pair of them wont 
round the boundary of Dr. Kerwin's elec-

So anxious were thov that they 
the Merthyr electorate, to such an 

c,xtent that it had two dead eY'ds: they put 
tne 'Waterloo Hotel Labour portion in the 
Fortitude Valley electorate, and then went 

the electonte and put into Merthyr 
HiEs, \Yhich ·was a Nationalist centre. 
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The :-rationalist Prnty paid the expenses of 
::\icDo'1ald, the othn candidate who stood 
agaiust rne. Dr. Kcrwin's campaign direc
tor tolc: rne on the day norninations closed 
that '\1cJJonald would bP a candidate. They 
l1acl a f1ght between themselves over th~ 
spoils supplied hy the Nationalist Party. 
That is ho\Y hon. members oppo•ite deal 
with ITdisn·ibutions and elections "·hen thcv 
v;i:-:,h to tnuke thPlnselYcs secure. 'I'ht~v ·\\·ere 
~:ot satisfiNl to abolish ten Labour·· seats; 
dH·~· desHcd a 1·.o to FLltor the electoral boun
darit>· so as to make their position sure. 
They did not realise that their own adminis
tmti,-e actions had antag-onised the people 
n nU th0y had thus helped Labour to gain 
oflicc. \Yhcn one ce>nsid<'rs the small 
n1ajoritics by which Oppo~ition Illf'lubers 
v on thPir .3cat~. it is obvious how unpopular 
i Lr :.\Ioore GoYcrnrucEt W('rP. ThP ho1t. 
rn tnbcr for Logan, rC'pl'L1 Sentino· what i::1 
ordinarily a ~trong Nationalist elecforatc, onlv 
~ucCPf'ded in winning by tv;·euty~threo Yotes, 
uncl I arn quite :::Lne that 1najority will be 
lo;t nC'xt time. The hon. member 'for Cook 
-and I kno\v his electorate frorn one end to 
rn.other-was vcrv luekv to \Vin last tirnc 
lie has the tementy to come into this Cham~ 
hpr and protest in rcganl to what somcbodv 
~'Is:~ said out.:-idc about gerryrnanderini. 
Probably the hon. member is familiar with 
it himself. The hon. member for J\lurilla. 
was so confident, having regard to the way 
!he electorates had been altered. that when 
making a speech in the Central district he 
said they had Labour fixed for the next 
twenty yPars. That statement appeared in 
ihe press. 

:\'fr. I3RAXD: \Yhcre was that statement 
tnade? 

'\Jr .. KEOGH: In Rockhampton, when 
addres,mg the radwa} men-according to J. 

report in the papers. 

I agree with the hon. member for I3ulimba 
lhat the police shou:cl collect postal votes. 
I can Jiroduce l\yo postal Yotcs that were 
taken to a house in my electorate by a 
Nationalist won1an canvasser, and tho voters 
reprebt·nted on those postal votes had alreadv 
voted. She was seized bv the children of 
the old people, and the \-otes were taken 
from her. Those ,·otcs arc still in m-v 
po.:iSC:3sion, a.nd can be produced at anY 
time. It \nll be seen, therefore. that I 
am nor talking· on >llPl)O:;itioiJ, Lut on fact. 
The votes 1\"Cl'C votes for Dr. l(c~rwin before 
they -,,-ore handed to the old people. Of 
('?lHS~', lYe have not all the ango:s on our 
"de, hut I do say that 'omebodv in 
u uthorit.'·-thr nolicr' for preference-should 
Lo'lcct postal -Yolcs. If that cannot be 
nrrnnged, then it would be advisable to 
ha vr• the system of postal voting abo]i,hed. 
At the 11l'O'ent 1imo there is nothing fair 
Gr dean 111 the nwnnor in which i_ hP sv:::.tc!n 
j~ ea n·it~d . out. \YhPn bm1. n1ernbers Oppo
"te were w po":"r they stopped the police
Inf'n even chcclnng np the roll. It. 1voulJ 
not have clone for thc1n to check up on 
the rol:s in view of the gcrrYinandorin(r that 
\vas going on ! The police ·force wou~1 not 
lend themselves to such a thing as that. 
llou. nu•n1bers opposite~. inclucli11g the LeadPr 
,,f th<· Opposition, \Yith his airy speech 
made to fill in time, \Vorc doiug a bit of fish
ing. They did not catch any fish, however. 
\Yhen he and his pa1'ly \Yerc in po\',cr they 
endeavoured t0 irnpress upon tho people 
that the reduction in the number of 1110111-

lJets of Parliament was 111 the interests 

of Pcotwmv. On the other hand. however. 
hP "as pi:opared to l'O-esta blish the Legis
lative Council. That .'Yould have been a 
bnrd<·n on the people of £30.000 a year. 

1\Ir. ~IOOHE: Thirt: thousand pounds': 

i\Tr. KEOGH: That would have been the 
ftgurP vdten the s1 sten1 '"as firmiY estab
li ,hod. Of oour,e." the estimate \Yas down 
to et. low as £18.000. If the Leader of the 
i )pl)O~ition \vas conscientiou~ in his desire 
to reduce expenditure. wh,- did he not do 
hi~ job Jn·opedy and reduce the nurnber of 
elcctnr<--lte . .:;. to t\vent.v-five ·: fle could then 
iu vc• t.akPn such steps a~ would have rnade 
tlu~ ·eats ::::afe for rncnd:Jers of his party. 
t: ufortunatcl., for hirn. ho\YCYer, the coun~ 
tr\ ~xa~ di·;;g{tstcd with thP legislation of the 
~atlowili"t Party, and it will r1en~r be for
got.tf'n. 

~\Ir. BRASSl:\'GTO:\' (Fortitwz, T'altey) 
[2.22 ]l.lll.]: The Leader of the Opposition 
is to he congratulated on his nlOdt•sty. The 
hon. rnernber had much to sav in conncc 4 

tlon -.,vir.h the last redistribution, and 
inwgin'.:_-..., thar there ill Ll' another di:-3tribu
tion~ It j.; no U:-'l' hi:"~ tPliing tho- hon. merrl

lwr~ of this ( 'onnnltteP that hP did not know 
CJ[ the la~t i'Pallo,·ation. or it:-- ultl!Hatc' cff<'CT. 
l think that is too n1uch of a f0,irv tale 
for him to attempt to !lUt <tcro'~ the 
hard-h.~aJcd rnen cornprising this Connnit~ 
tee. It was .'Yell kno>Yn round the citv 
and in this building wepks before the con;
rni···oion wa' appointed what the result of 
the investigation \Vas to be, and what hon. 
rnernbcrs vvould lose their seats as a result 
of that invei'tig·ation. If the hon. member 
for ~\.ubigny persists in his statcrnent that 
ht~ kne\'1 nothing of it, then the general 
publi~ must come to the conclusion that his 
11osition in his party is so unirnportant that 
the party withheld the facts from the leader. 
If the lc'ader of the party and his col
leagues knew nothing of the redistribution 
and what was taking place we can only 
endorse the opiniou expressed in thi~ 
"l.····,emblv from time to time that hon. mem
hen:; upi)o"Jitc are not the real sponsors of 
their policy nor the framns thereof. That 
polic .. -. therefm·e, muot be framed for them 
lw otlwrs. \Ve can onlv come to the con
dnsion that it was the 'J:\ationalist Federa
tion ht:ltinrl thern which fran1cJ. the redis
tribution and put it into df{ :·t. The~, can
I!Ot hav~ it buth ways. 

1-Ic,n llletnlJers opposite during different 
debatc this A'Femblv have claimed that 
I hcv defmitch- 0;1 behalf of ~ountn 
intP-re~ts. Time cu:ci tirnc- again that a1·gu~ 
lw'nt i~ adYauced and tiuiC a.nd tirne again 
tlli;-; pa.rty is r-u·cused of dealing unfairly 
\Yith, the it1tere:-.t'·· f-Ion. ruernbers 
0ppo~ire irn to bo the only genniuu rcprc-
~entativ··" of PL'OjJle living out"idc the city. 
l.,et us ren~cmbcr their contc'ntion and let 
u:-: remind thf'rn of ,cue or two thing~ so that 
in the future when a t edistribution is needed 
the· part;.' opposite will not lJc allowed to 
fcn·gct the countr~r interests in their b1ind 
d(~sire- to achieY(' a part~v political aclYDll· 

._ lg·e ThPY cannot Jcny the fact that when 
a party political adYalltage is t•J ho gained 
1ht~ lh•oplr~ in the eountry are entirely for-
8·nttPli. I repeat to-clav \d1:1t I haYe asserted 
r~n forntcr OC'{ rtsions. ~that a good cast.• can 
bt: ltL1 de out for Cf]Uitab1c reprpse-ntation for 
c -untry people in the far \Yestern portlons 
o~ the State. 

}[r. RU1313ELL: They have it now. 

Jlr. Brassington.] 
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::'dr. BRASSL'\GTO:'\: I am not going to 
argue that point ju::-t now, but 1 run going 
to reminJ the hon. member for Hamilton 
that out of a tot,a] of SPYenty-t\\ a. rnornbers 
ill the last Parliament the people in the 
far wc>l were repn''l'nlcd by only nine. If 
hon. rnernber::, op}Josite ·were anxious to -con
~erre the ir.:terest:-3. of the people in thoso 
localities \Yhy did they reduce the numLcr 
o~· electoral :'eat~ in tl!o.:-.e urc'a~ ! -: llt.e ··: 
They will haxe to adruit that, they wero 
cithcl' unminclful of the interesl'o 'of the 
people in the West or else their reclistribu· 
tlou wa~ int0ndrd to injure t!!i-:. p 1··r,,· LJ_\. 
abolishing safe Labonr seat". In Yiew of 
1he red1stribution carriPJ out bv his own 
GoYernrnenr. it ill bcC'orne~ the ·Leader of 
the Opp:sit'on to get up iu t.lJis Chamber 
and talk about a fair rtdistrilmtion and 
n bout justicL' be-in~ done to all. lion. nJeln
bcrs oppo~ite should be a:-Lan1cd to continue 
on tho~e linos and to sugg:et:t thaJ no redistri-
1Jution carried cut by a Labour UoycrnJ.nent 
conld be fair. The men who r<'ill'esented 
\Ycstc-rn seat:-: in tbc last Parliarnent, rncn 
\vho had given efficient ~ervice, n1en \vho 
"\\·ere reprrr:;-.cnting people ,,"~ho df>ser\·ed 
efficient representation, \\"C're sacrific"d by the 
so-called friends of the l'''ople of the West 
in on{pr that hon. rnernbl'r:-~ oppo.;itu sh:..'uld 
hold power in this Stat(' aga i n.~t the best 
intercMs of the cornn-:.nnity. .Aftpr 1ist0ning 
ta thP assertion by the Leader of the Oppo~i
tion that the last redistribution was carefuilv 
< onsidprecl and carefully designed l an1 
bound k aclrl that the right llJCn were picked 
to do the job against dcuioc:r<'CY in tbis State 
allCl that they carried Olll t.hoir job faith
fully and well. Despite the belief of the 
Leader of rho Opposition that that rcclis
tribntion was almost foolprocf the intelli
. C(ence of the rnajorih of the people pre
Yaile:l and thev told th(' thPn Government 
just what theyc thoug-ht of their reclistriLn
tiou S('hcme. This party \Ya'< returned to 
powrr ~c t1tat tlw unfair and inequitable 
recli~tribution c>ould lJc readju~tcd. Sneering 
at hon. members on this side, the Leader of 
the Opposition talks ;;bout a r<'dish·ibution 
in the future. As a member of this party 
and as one who takes part :in the delib0ra
tion>' of this party, I know not.)Jing- of a 
rPdlstribution in the future, nor clo 1 kr-o·vv· 
rrn.\·thing of cnt allrg'- d H'C•f'ting cf :.on. !lH'll\

hers of Parliament in this b11il.Lug for the 
purpose of 1d:_ving dovvn pi&ns for th0 sup
posed rcdis(J·ibution. I c•xprcss the opinion 
that if the Go.-ermnent were wi~c thev would 
au·cpt the ach·ice of tho Leader of lhc Op
po~ition to appoint thrH: Govcrn:r:nr•n!· mcrn
bcrs to carry out the rcclistribuiiop If the 
GoYcrnntont arc prcprtl"('cl to acr•~pt 1 hat 
advice. tlH·n I ask to bn one of the> n~•C'nlbcrs 
to be nppointul. If I am appoint<·,; tl,en 
I \nll do bYo thi11g·::. Fir· t o( all, I wjll 
look t1Jf' Jntere-_:t-. of nll tl1e p~ ')1J]f_' 

in this and, ~cconc1I::, T \Yi!! ~ ::- that 
tho •e hon. Inf'tllbcr~ of Parliar:H•nt :-<ittine 
in OppJsihon , ho do nc;t do 1l"!t'ir job pro' 
perly in tho interest·; of tlw welfare of tl1i; 
~tatc n•cciYc~ thc•ir ju~t dLC"; n11cL·r thai 
rt•di."'tJ·ilmtion. The· ho.n. 1<:~. 
1nrTrly kit0-fl~Ting in that th<Tl' 
I" ro 1J(' a rodi;;;tributioll future. lt 
i~ little u:-<o tl1c hon. Iuc•nJ!Jer or his part-y 
n~ing that sor1 of nq.!.'!Jl!tf'nt. Th :i'C~_ot·,l of 
tltt> party is well kno\\·n and }i-..., nchicYt'l:lcnt-:: 
an· \Yell kno\Yll. and tLc u11fair and 
Ii!:.n.tc·d s,·.,.tein of r0di that \Yu;.; p1Jt. 

ln,t~,· effc.·ct to t1:P ln-.:t cll_•ctiol!s .tlw 
people HJ "~' i~do1u YGtt'd the J. .. alH,ur 

[J/r. lirassington. 

Party back to po\', cr. The people dicl that 
bccauoc thPv Lelievcd in a fairer and more 
Pqnitahle r~distrilmtion than the one that 
operates in this Stale to-day. \Ye stand for 
the principlE~ of '' One n1an, one vote." \Y c 
,land fer the proper representation of tho 
rlcople. So long as WC an~ in charge of the 
affairs of this State, we will see that those 
principles arc put into effect. 

Previous speakers ha Ye referred to the ques
tion of postal votes. I intend to offer one 
or two opinions on this qne,tion. I recog
nise the many difficulties surrounding postal 
yoting. The systen1 is open t.n grave abuse. 
Pm! that it has been abu:ed in the past 
by agents of hon. memLers opposite there 
can be no doubt. I will give one concretn 
'"':ampk. A task entrusted to me in the 
recent municipal elections was the collec
tion of a number of postal votes. 

:\Ir. MOORE: Tell us about thP taxi cabs 
that were used to take people to the plebis
r:ites. 

l\It·. BRASSIXGTO:\": The Leader of the 
Oppo>ition should not talk to me about 
plebiscites after the disgraceful things ho 
h:tR bcpn n1ixed up in in eonncction with 
plebiscites. There sat in the last Parlia
nwnt of this State a man who, although 
clifiering from me politically, gavo efficient 
and decent service to the people of th1s 
State. lie loyally supported the party led 
by the Leader of the Opposition; what did 
he do with him when he st.ood for re-election 
in the electoral district of :Yiarce? 

1\Ir. MoORE: Who did that? 

:Y!r. HRASSI:'\GTOJ'\: The hon. gentle· 
nutn and his party. That tnan, in the person 
of Georgp Tedman. \\as turned out aftf'-r 
three ~-cars' loyal sen-ice . 

::Hr. MooRE : Let us get on to the 2\Taranoa. 
and Fortitude VallPy plebiscites. 

Mr. BHASSI:\"GTOX: Like the hon. 
gentleman in politics I can look after myself. 

:Hr KEOGH: \Yhat did you do with Sizcr 
in Sand gate? 

::Ylr. BRASSI:'\GTOX: Let us take the 
pooition of the hon. nwmbcr for Sandgatc. 
;-:)o disgu:"tc•d v, a~ hl' ""ith thP unfair trC'at
nH'nt lw recoiYcd jn C"Oilllcction '."ith the 
plebiscite for the Lillcy scat in the Federal 
Parliament that he has retired from the 
Iron. gPntlen1an'f' party. (Opposition laugh
tc'r.) That is an absolute fact. The hon. 
illC'Inbcr for Sa11dgate n1adc no becrct of his 
opinions regarding tho treat1nent he had 
rcceiwd in connection with the Lilley plebis
cite. Then_• i~ 110 doubt that }H' retired a'5 
a rr.~ult of t]l(' u11fair !r0ai.ruent he re<''j\"( cl 

!hat pro-selection ballot. Hon. members 
about· their houesty and straightfor-

"· .crd!l'-"' )dl thcv can do is to make 
hut ,·;e ··can nail them on facts 
Le clisput<'cl. I could refer at 

;.orcau•r lt•ngth to whcct happened to :Ylr. 
Tedman, but let me gd on. I ha \"C clcfimto 
nroof of t\,·o cases \vhero applications for 
),o<,d hallot-p8.pers were znacle to tho return· 
i11:.( oflieer bv inn1atf~~ of the 1\later 2\iiscria~ 
( ordiae 1-fos];itai. h1:-tructions WL'l'C issued to 
<"l'Jtain pPr.-;;,on:; to collect tJ1oso votes on 
behalf of tlw people concerned. The clay 
Lefore the election thev called to collect 
lhc'e Yotes ancl it was found that thcv >Yere 
11t'n>r dc,livered. It ''"as -ubscqucntly' ascor-
1 n illf'l1 t!mt those votes were ll"f'd and 

Tf lior!. ntc~mbcrs oppo~ito \-.:ant 
of tll' unfair u e of postal >·olcs, 
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thi, ie one. Some reform can be effected 
in that direction. 

M1. TozER: Cut them out altogether. 

!IIr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member 
for G;·mpie still adheres to the policy he 
oloorl ior twenty-five or thirty years ago, 
which wa. to ·debar as many people as pos
,ible from recording their votes. So long 
a,; a citizen is c•ntitled to vote. he ought to 
be Prwbled to exercise that right. Whilst 
we complain of the abuse of the postal vote 
in cf•r·tain directions, it would be idle for 
us to sa v that the svstem should be abolished. 
The sy ·tern can be' improved on. I support 
the ~ugget't ion of the hon. n1em ber for 
Bulimba that the police should handle postal 
YOtE'". 

::\lr. Bn.\XD: How can they do that? 

Mr. BH.ASSl:'\fGTOJ'<: l have had as much 
expericnf'E' cf e~ectioneering as the hon. UlC'Ill

bcr. aud 1 sa~' deliuitely that if thi~ ruat
tn wnc hanclled by the police. much more 
~atlsfaction ~suuld be giYen. 

Mr. ::\IoonE: To whom'! 

Mr. BH.\SSI::\GTON: In the interc•sts of 
deHJO,-racY. to the people at large. Hon. 
lilC'Inbt>!·:3 oppu~lte always look for the nigger 
in the ''"oodpile. bnt the aim of Labonr is 
to giYL' f'YPry PligiLle rnan or "-ornan a 
yet(~ <HHl to rrrrrOYE' any rnisrepresentation 
aiJd rnaipractic:e that rnaJ. take place. I 
am g lac] to know that tho policy of this part~· 
'Nill l1c euutinned in that direction. and that, 
dc""Jllte \Yhnt the Opposition rnay ~o.y. Q:..lE'Pl!S

lend wi:l lJ<• able to point to tho fact that 
\YP ha YP 01c best electoral system operating 
.aJ;_vvdll·rc. It is up to the G-ovcrnn1C'I1t and 
tL(' JH'C\p;e to 1naintain it. 

:'.h. S\L\ YC\E (Jiirani) [2.37 p.m.]: The 
old -.;n).·ing, ··If ~you repc'at an untruth ofte11 
Pnongh you \vill be1ieYc it," applif''l \Yith 
s.trong C'Jnpha~is to hon. nwmbers O}Jposit.e. 
1 hnn• direct proof to the contrar~ that th<' 
la-.,t 1T.r1i:-;triburion of elr·ctontl rli:;;tri('ts wa~ 
ailnl'd ar ho1J. nwmber~ oppo~ite. Lc't 1ne 
glYl' ut:--· 0 1Nl1 case. The Cornrnittee \Yill 
l't'Yll('Jiib"r that the nurnbor of parli.atnc•ntary 

;ras reduced by ten. Iu the 
n--di~tribution 16J elf'C't')J">.;. wlLl 

tb-· ~,rc•yiou ... (•kction had Yotecl al:nJo.~t ro 
nwn rtg<-tiJJ:--t our candiclatc• \vc•re trau:-;fpn·pd 
fro1n an a,d_joining P1ectora.l di~trict to be in
dudt d in ~1-irani. I rc·rogni:..;ed that t1ul.t \Ya-.. 

lueYitabic>. in OrLler thnt. the proper Yoting 
. ..,tl'eugih might bP secured. It \\·as thought 
thtt iu all ]ll"Oba lJili ty I would. in COII,C· 

lose the seat, especially as a thi1 < 
was in the f1old. But I won. If 

I would bayo accoptocl ddf'at 
tb-ink if inqu-iry were rr1adc into 

matte;· it would be fouucl t,hat 
ltL,t rctli~h·ibntion of c~ectoral di;-;tricr:

,.;1:-: a ca.:..c of give and take all 1·onnd. l\o 
i!:fl;..te!H'I wa~ u~cd upo11 tht• c:on1m-i:-::<onc·r:..;. 

a lot about 
syst<•m, and I 

of n1alpracticc, 
la:-:i State- election -it CaJlln 

.~e·;P!th•.•n non-rcs1d(•rli~> 
111 l\Tii'ani dvctoral roil. 

there \~·0re a hu·gc· nnn1lJer 
lEOl't; '\U !..;:no~.v .,-hat had luqJlll'lH''l 
;~.... o 1 Pf·to l'rl tP~ tlH' pa ::-- t 
'Yl!P1J ,_. ~·o! 1 , huYc nac·kcd t-;J ttJJ 

t'I/T1-ion · Ll_Jt <11 il.llY 1·atc T Ji~ 
k~10\\ 1t'dr.::T l11at i11clu~l(:tl on the mn 
\\.('1\' tli;, :u:Jnle::~ of .sL·Y<'llil'"tl elt>ctor::: 1dw 

10 ... \Iacka:-T. 1 H'port<•c1 flP' !llat
t'k{'toral offi(·P brfore t1H: eleci i{_lll, 

and on the claY before the election I tele
phoned the l"n.Jcr Secretary of tl,c· depart
nrc'rlt telling him of the position and inquir
ing if am·thing could be done. I was told 
there was nothing to prevent those people 
,·oting. and five of them did vote. The 
names ;yore supplied to the department. 

The ATTORXEY-GEJ>;ERAL: V\ihat year did 
this occur? 

::VIr. S\YAYC\E: At the laot election. 

The "-'.TTOllKEY-GENEHAL: Then that w.1s a 
uwtter for the l\1oon: Govenuncnt. 

:\Ir. S\YAY::\TE: I am talking about the 
aeneral administration of the department. 
'i'he Creel er Secretary was apparently quite 
rio·ht when he said that nothing could be 
do~1c. for apparently the lav, .requires altera
tion. At aw: rat<•. rrrespectrvc of the poh
tical aHiliations of the persons concerned, 
something should be done in such cases. 
At anv rate. eo far as the chief bone of 
conteuiion b' the Labonr Partv is concerned 
-that the JYioore Gm·ernment ·had the elec
toral boundaries altered to suit their mcm
lwre·~l am able to ,,av that it is not cor
red, b{~cau:::c the altCration iu 1ny own 
e\'ctorate \Ya:-3 adycrsc to DH~; .and no 
(loubt n1rrnv otbcr hon. n1embcr;; ou this 
-ide of th,; Cl11unber~ were also adYcrsely 
_tffected. owing to the fact that the boun
chnies had to be extended. 

:\lr. RUSSELL (Hanilton) [2.43 p.m.]: I 
was surprised at the Yitriolic attack launched 
bv the hem. mcmlJer for llulimba on the 
cOrnn1issiou appointed by the ::\loore Goycrn
rnent to rectifv the verv serious anornaliP.;;; 
that existed ill regard £o the sizes of elcc~ 
torate-'". The Labour Party held office for 
a g-reat nun1ber of years wilh a ]arge 
majority in this Chamber bnt with only a 
:;;Juall n1ajoritv of aggregate 'otes 111 the 
country. Our' party called attention to the 
.state of atfairs on rnanY occasion~ \'\'Ithout 
rn-ail. \Yhen the opp~1rtunity aro'-C we 
decided to rectify the position, and we 
appointed as a redistribut-ion cou1mission 
three gentlernen ·who we-re bvyond rC'rn·oach. 
I resent the attack y:hich \YHS 1nadB on these 
nu.~n. \\7ho are not in a position to defend 
tlwmsclvcs. :I.Ir. Gall, who will retire 
:-'borily, j, descr\·int:· of the hig-hP:"t thanks 
for the sl!lendicl 'en-ice be has renderc;cl to 
rl1i~ Siat~. I refu:-;e to acC'cpt the sta.t.en1ent 
that he was actuated bv any rnutiYc other 
than the d<•3irc to <lo tlw rigi1t thin;; by the 

of Qtlcen.,Jami. l kHow thPre have 
n1an~T hcart-bnr11ing:-- <) a result c;f that 

r:~di ~trihution. 11ot onl.Y <lllV1~1g:::;t L::~bon!.~ 
lllPllllH.'rS., lJnt abo UlllOllgPt C('Utltl'_\'-J\"ational
i,..-r 111C'UJbc·l-~. }Iauv of Olll' O\YD Iuen were 
di:-;grunth'd by that ~·Pdisrribut io.Jl. ~Jr. Bo!-d 
was \'C'l')- dlsappuintr'd \YlH•n the Burnett 
~l''J.t v.as P!iminatt'r.l. The Buruett ~cat ~,, 
indnded in the Dulbv "'' ,_,_, •~nd th(· 
rwnplc l1ad sufJicirltt inflw~ucc to ch•cl tht>ir 
0\YU l'aJtdiclatc•. It 1~ inl1Jo~;.;;ib1c undPr ;n:y 
c-dH'llle {)£ rC"distribntion }llC'a::-c 
( t.bll'P SHY thr·n~ Ul'!' l)l('(. Ull 

w,_,ut -:-idc: \Yho wonld likt• to .... : " -.:.on~t' :·ad;c:al 
JH<i.dc to t11f' 
The rc'di-.,tributiou 

uf their 
out i.J,
:\Toor~; 

nt:C'Ul'l'C'{l 

c.,ldc·:". 
~~ Ir. Call \Y:ls 

ily 
d tbnt 

Ol' D1·. I{or·,,,·in 01' 

<tnt 1\fr. (J Il ~lid not list(•n tn n·nrf·d•fltJ

tlons frcnr al~y nwtulH:-r of nur pa'rty. H nd 

Jlr. Russill.j 
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the Leader of tht' Opposition had nothing 
whaten'r to do with the redistribution, and 
rPfused to be interviewed by members of his 
partv in regard to these boundaries. 
(GO\;orumC'nt interjections.) My statement is 
a:-J good as anybody else's, and I defy hon. 
members opposite to disprove it. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: Did you say Mr. 
G>1ll refllscd to meet representative;; of your 
rncrnbors? 

;\lr. RUSSELL: The Leader of the Oppo· 
sition refused. He would not interfere. 

The ATTORXEY·GE"i'ERAL: Do vou not think 
it \\-as wrong for your rnember~ to ask your 
ll'iHler to interfere? 

1\Ir. RGSSELL: Of course, it was. He 
n fused to interfere. I suppose the hon. 
gontlernau's UlOn1bors arc worrying hirn about 
their bol!ndaries. \Ve have hoard about 
what is supvoscd to be going on, and I dare 
say there is a good deal of truth in the 
statement that maps were found all over 
Parliament House. The hon. member for 
Bulimba complained about the unfair tactics 
ado pmd by hon. members on this side of the 
C!lamber. I h•'1\e analysed the tactics 
adopted bv both sides, and I do not think 
our tactic;;. are nnv 1norc tulfair than the 
tactics adopted by 'the Labour Party. Just 
before the Federal election Senator Sir 
Georg·e Poarce called attention to the unfair 
tactics adopter! by Labour in its endeavour 
to stampedp the electors. I say the people 
who were responsible for the advertisement 
I am about to read were guilty of stating 
cJ,•[iberate untruths. 'l'hc statement that 
appeared in the press is as follows:-

" \\'.\HXI:\G. 

All vY ages Affected ! ! ! 
F'e-deral Basic \Vago 

ruder Anti-Labour (Profiteering Banks 
Party) 

£3 2s. per wcpk. 
Queensland Basic \V age 

Under Labour (People's Party) 
£3 14s. 

Flgl1t ag·ain:;:t your wages being reduced 
12s. per \Vcek. 

VOTE LABOl"R 
and 

Br:WAHE! 
The 

Lyons Nationalist Government 
Threatens to take your sayings from the 

ConllllOI1\\-calth Sa \·ings Bank 
(.Au:3tralia's own and strongc~t financial 

institution) 
to hand them on'r to their wealthy 

friends 
(the pri,·ately-owned banks) 

Don't let them get away with this! 
):'"ou1· sa~ ings (if you haYe any} arc safe 

w her·e they are ! 
VoTE LAnoc:u 

and keep tbern safe~ ! n 

TIH:;-;e tact i('~ are 111c~t dc~11icahle. inusnJuch 
n t '"'). ;ll·c deliberate insults t,o the people 
ancl nro dclibPratc untruths. The less said 
aboLrt unfair tactics the better! 

l certainly believe that we should pmYent 
ddamatory matter being· pnhlishccl. As a 
matter of fact. l!Pvvspapcrs will not take ilw 
1 i ... k of puhli-:-hiPg defarnrrtorv n1attcr l T.l10 
,,ublislwr of defamatory matter by "~ay of 

[Mr·. Russell. 

pamphlet or circular is liable to prosecution. 
I will tell the Committee, hmYcvcr. that most 
of the defamatory matter is uttered by word 
of ruouth nt n1ertillg~ \dJen reprc~:..~ni,ltire-; of 
ihe prPss al'e not pre-:.ent. l do 1 ot ;;;a.\ aL 
members on the other .side arc guilty of the 
offence-I should not like to say that at all. 
Elections should bo fought on political issuPs. 
Personalities should be dropped. After n.ll, 
a HlCrriber of Parlicunent repre"ent:-:; the 
elcctms. \Ye are the ropresentatiYcs of th• 
whole of the people of Queonslancl, and 1f 
a member lw insulted, then the insult is 
against the people. I an1 certaiHly not giYen 
to personalities. There is too much of that 
in politics to~day. I should like to see legis
lation pa•sed imposing heavy ponaltie·· for 
the publication of defamatory matter, am1 
the uttering of defamatory matter at meet
ing~, particularly who11 th(' object of it i:"- not 
prQsent. I sPnt out a flying gang in an 
cndPaYom· to trap some of these follo·" and, 
bclieYe me, if I detect them I will send them 
up. 

.Mr. KEOGH: What a Lout Pcrcy Hart? 

:\1r. RUSSELL: l'ercy Hart Is a bir 
fighter, anyhow. 

.Mr. P. K. CoPLEY: \Vhat about tbl 
letter? 

.'llr. RCSSELL: Did '· ou writ<' il . 
han' a Ycry strong SU::'piclon you di-L Th•· 
le . ..,s vou sav about it the bL~tter. Yuu :n1 
to ki1o1v about it. 1 an1 just n~ priYileged 
to ~ lY that YOU wrote this lcitcr a . .:; l,,p~j a . ..., 
an:,.'b~)(]y C'lsc' .vou kno\Y. You haYc' 110 rig-11! 
to throw that up. It ·wa" a yer,,· un:.o:a\ ury 
incident, and I will say no n1orc. 

:.VIr. W. J. COPLEY: You dicl write it. 

:\1r. RDSSELL: You arc a liar rf you 
say that. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR MA:\": Order! 
The hon. member mmt withdraw that "tat.e· 
rncnt. 

', GO\'ERX}IFX'l' ME}!BER: \Vhat about 
u pologising? 

i\Ir. RUSSELL: I cannot allow a thing 
like that to talk to me. 

:.VIr. IYATERB: :\lr. Gledson-~-

1\lr. \Y .. J. COPLEY: The hon member ju",t 
said he would not allow himself to be 
a cl dressed by a thing like me. I desire that 
tbo hon. member withdraw that statement., 
not becalbe of the statement, but bccauoe 
!Lrsf' things go out in '' Hansard" and the 
people of the State do not know the calibre 
of the hon. member. 

Th" TEMPORARY CHAIRMAi'\: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Hamilton to 
wilhdnny tl1o.sc offen~i\'c 1vords. 

:\Jr. RUSSELL: I did not utter them 
against the hon. n1ernhcr for BuJin1ha. 

:\Ir. \Y .• J. CoPLEY: I am wrry. 
.:\lr. RLTSSELL: It \OS the other member. 

The TE:VIPORAH Y C.l-L\IlUIAX: UrdN 1 

The hon. mcml:cr for Hamilton LlS•,"l c.n 
offcn.:;ivc pl1ra~c and I a:;;k hirn fo wlthdrav.r. 

"Ir. RUSSELL: I \Vi!! \\"idrdr·aw it. but 
I 1uu~t protect 1ny::.f'lf again~t these insinu
ation:-; made b.\ people who are in fact not 
fi1 1 o tiP n1y shoc::~tring·s. 

::\Ir. \Y. J. COPLEY: lrou arc black vnd 
blHc· fron1 ibe hi]ls up. 

}lr. Rt:SSELL: l \\·ill ~y;_ 1 il!' tin; 
bri;.;atl..._• to giYc you a \Ya !1. 
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'll1e TE:\II'ORARY CHAIRMAX: Onkr: 
Jllll"t a -.k the hon. nwmbers for Bulin1ba 

and Hamilton to dPal with the Yote and 
refn.tlll fro1u takiug notice of interruption~. 

:,~r. HL:SSELL: I am quite prepared to 
go "" >\lt I ''ill not allow these people to 
l~Ol!JC' Ht ine without making ~on1e rcprl~al. 
j daiu1 your protection, lvir. Glccbon, against 
dw o{ft'll iYc wunh these llH~rnbcr~ arc 
uttcrit;g. 

},;_r. l.::EOGH intcrjcctPd. 

Mr H l:SSELL: The hon. member for 
l\lnth,·r itacl better hold his tongue. Let 
!·s get on ,·;ith the debate. The hon. 1nernbcr 
for Forcirude Valley complained that the 
latt• Uon!nnncnt \\·ere snch that the corn1nis~ 
~~on tlut llacl chargp of tlw last rccli::;tribu
twn ~t·t ubont \Yiping ont certain Lahou1· 
or•ato in tl10 'West. H~ wanted to know ,,],y 
uwn \', ho had bce11 rev resenting we~terl1 
PlcctoratPs for so rnany \cars had becu put 
cut of Parliament. Hi~ part.· ~tands for 
l-~c lJril~ciplc.· of one r.nau one yote, and the 
1 aturo! corollary of that is "one vote, c.,nt~ 
~,·;duf·.:· tlutt tht.• Yote ~f t'acl_l elcclor ".::nuL! 
tl(LY(' t]H' .::;fUllC' \'aluc at thP poll~ JID\\'(~YC!·. 
{~on'rlr!JP'i't..: LaYe nHtde a concession to 

L•r<ltes lJy giYing thcu1 a lo·wcr 
. ~r rength than upPratc,~ in tfH~ 

I!lOl'l' tJ1 H 1..: ly-populntc•d arca~. \Ye agree \Yith 
ti1 ·t ~mt ]L ~,-11lg agreed \V-ith that I think \Ve 
:-.!Jt1ld·l ·f'C' tll'~.t th(~ ru1o is strictlv carried 
on1. \Y]:at OC'{ urcd whcll Labou;· ,,-as in 
1 ;\\'!_·r ·; \Y0 lw.d nine rCJH'f~s.entatiyc;~ rcprc-
~-t'llting th(' p..;tcrn areas and tl1c 
\ ~1 rt'ngth workC'd out at 
The electorate~. had 
0lccro1·:::: --

Hurke 
Flinders 
Gn·gor_.-

4,884 
3,116 
3,819 

Tb_·n \\i· f_:fl tl littlr l1igi~t'r up tl1P wirh 
thP"t' e1eC'iorates-

Hhl'COD 

\Varreu-o 
I•Iitch,:ll 
)Jaranoa 
EahJune 

5,522 
5,376 
5,341 
5,874 
5,999 

There· is no doubt, and it must be admitted, 
that the \Vf'st was over-represented after 
a 110\nng for a concession of 20 per cent. 
below the quota. The new strencrth for the 
\Y c -tern f'!ectoratos ostabli ·.heel bv dividing 
thP State by sixty-two worked out at betwee~l 
6.423 and 7.000, in accordance with the Act. 
rrl:l'Pr0fOl'€. to preserve the principle nnder
lymg the Act regarding the diYision of these 
\\-c.otern areas, it meant that there harl to 
b.• a l'C'clnct-1on frmn nine ~eats to six seats 
whir-}J \YorkPcl out as follows:-

\\y an·cg-o 
l\ ru -!·anoa 

6,137 
6.870 
6.116 
6,764 
7,472 

l\fa.l'anc;a is hir.ther iJ1an the rest on ac-count 
of the to nehips in the area. Tho \Vcstcrn 

nJCnt. 

l·ad fuir " ~pln" fro1n tbis redistri-
there is no jnstification for 

their representation in Parlia-

Do the Governtnent intend to have a 
reaJ!ocation of boundaries? If thev do then 
thev i\1 hnYO a hard job to jus'tify their 
a('tion. n~·rant:e \\0 ha.YP dnrnonstrntcd that 
tntd('l' thr> ':1 cli:-;1-ribuiion -the onotas 
lw ,·e cmt fair] v well. but if t.h~ Go· 
vc1·nnF·nt mdy \Yish tO' clc1·iye sorue political 

achantage by changing the boundaries then 
they are doing a wrong thing. They will 
find it Yery hard to justify their action to 
the public. The GoYernment boast that the 
Opposition party will get a nasty knock at 
the next elections, that the country is so 
prosperous anrl the Goycrnment have done 
so much for the people that they are bound 
to con1e back with increased majorities. 
If that is so, then why can they not fight 
the elections on that issue'? \Vo are p-ro~ 
parcel to g·o to the elections on the present 
boundaries, and if we are bcatrm wo will 
take our gruel. \Ye have never squealed 
about it. \1-e were called upon to do very 
unple-asant \"\'ork .during our term of office, 
bnt the electors showed no gratitude for that. 
The,· listened to the promises of the party 
Ollposite, who \von the elections on the new 
boundaric' created bY the Commission that 
the ::\Ioore Gowrnment appointed. We 
eccepted defeat, and say that 1Hl ·were beaten 
fairlv and sqnnrclv, and if wo are beaten 
a.gaji1 we an~ not~ going to squeal. If the 
Government are so satisfied with the results 
of their reign, then let them go to the 
elections on the present boundaries ! 

l'IIr. :YIAXWELL (1'oowong) [2.57 p.m.]: 
First of all, I desire to enter my protest 
against the usual attack that is levelled 
CJgainst a '' ornens' organisation that is a 
Cl'cclit to this State and has clone much for 
tlw achanr:ernent of Queensland. I refer par
t i('u]ady to the Qu(•(·n~land ·y\ ... OlJJP!J · ~ 1'--.lec
toral League. _As usual. the hon. 1nember 
for Buli,.,ba descended to a form of argu
ment below the general standard of argu
ment in this Chamber. He made an attack 
upon a lady who v. as ~ollccting postal votes. 
He made that attack on a former occasion. 
If I understood him aright, he said that this 
,., o:nan had boa.~'tl d that .-;hp het -1 eoll(•ctcd 
50J Labour Yotes and had handed them 
over to the ::\ationalist Parh-. I want to 
show the ridiculousness of such a statemEmt 
as that. I haYc \·et to 1-JP c·on-.;:iuccd t-hat 
th2 !adv made n;at statement. but if she 
did make it then it \Yas a Pl0st ridiculous 
statement to make. I lmow this ladv and I 
know that shE would not be guilty·- of that 
sort of conduct. :\either she nor any other 
\Yontan associated 1.vith the Queensland 
\Ymucll'" El('crora! Lt'; .:..::1 ""'oni<l h~· :!'tJilr\· 

of Lldl conduct. If she had clone it. it 
is not likely that she; onld be foolish enough 
to n-cLnit it to the llPlJOl'tv;·..:: of' dH' 11m1. 
member for Bulimba. Hc aiel that she hatl 
taken 500 no~tal l;nder the olectornl 
la\Y~ pnn1shment c~n inflicted upon indi-
Yiclnals who do that kind of thin2·. and I 
~ugge::-t to the l10n. l11ClH1H'l' for ~)1u1imba 
that in:~t( 0,cl of \\ .-~..,ting hi: tin1e a11d tho 
time of other hon. mcmbc1 of tlrii' Com-

ho should ha"e brought the matter 
thr-. notice of th0 d"parL.~cnt. I vcn

to ;:: 1y that the clPparitnrnt ~Yould have 
\\·itb nnyboJ~, IYho l18-cl been gu11ty of 

tho'e tactics. 
:!',! L'. \",". J. COPLEY: I .haw brought six 

<a,(:-, of mi:-;rD11l'C'~0:ntution nnder tlte notice 
of the Federal officer. 

:Jr. 2\IAX\YE1.L: The hen. member now 
comes doY. n 1 o six <. .l.-:.cs. but a few n101110ntR 
ago he had E00. 

).Jr. \V . .J. CoPLEY: I run talking of the 
ln -t Fcdrr.-d drction. Tho other · 
rm1urction "~ith the la't Stat0 
1I<lYC snbraittcd six definite c;1sc~. 

.':l'. JL\X\Y"T:LL: Th ·. Qld'•,'!::,L: Pl 
\\Tontc-.l's Ek.:::·toral Lf'arrl:;t' <;~'ld any otL 'f 

.l'r. Jla,''1!:rJ 7• i 
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\', Jlllt:n·s organisation arc perfectly justified 
in b(~ing acti\·e participant~ in the public life 
of this State. They are compelled to stlbmit 
to the la\\·s of the State. They haYe a 
right to saY who shall represent them. They 
are an esti~nablc bodv of ladies who do their 
"·)t·k well, and it i'll-becomcs certain hon. 
memb0t·s opposite to adopt a policy of vilify. 
ing them. As !'vir. Glccbon, and other lwn. 
1umnlwr.-; knu\\. are not only a political 
organisation. As a matter of fact the•· work 
for charity. and son1o of our greatc::;t \Vorkers 
in the Social SerYire League to-day arc to 
be found also in that organisation. They 
arc prominent in all charitable' work. \Ve 
ought to wclconH~ a body of intelligent ladies 
taking an active part in the wclfan~ of the 
c ommunih·. and it ill become•, the hon. mem· 
ber for Bu1imba to n1akc the statcnlL'nt he 
did in ('OJ11lection with vcrv decent \rOnlen 
who have done -,uch noblC work foe the 
advanccmcut of thi~ StatP. 

\V c have heard a lot to-da v from hon. 
membcre opvosite J.bout the pti'rity of their 
conduct at electiom. I have a verv viYicl 
rccolloction of :\Ir. :VIcCormack, the ex· 
Labour Prmnier of this State, standing up 
in this Committee when tho Dawson Vallev 
schernP 1vas heing ('OnsidercJ. and sayini. 
"That is the encl of Peterson," The hon. 
mcrnbt~r for Fitzroy is prescr1t to-day and 
can corroborate that statement. It was a h." 
f'Uggostcd in the Labour prc~~ by Labour 
politicians that nO\'\ tll(~y were proceeding 
with the Dawson Valley scheme the hon. 
member for Fitzrov would make his exit 
fwm politics. nut 'why do they make those 
clatcments 'I Simply J,ccause the rolls had 
been gerrymandered in ouch a YYay that they 
bclieYed the hon. member for ::\f ormaubv 
v, ould have to get out. The hon. membe'r 
for Fitzroy is still in Parliament and will 
occupy a "cat in this Chamber when the 
individuals who rnade tho:-;e staten1ents arc 
ne. longer to be seen here. Speaking of 
gorryrnandering, rmninds me that recently 
-~onw person who was very much interested 
in thP proposal of thl' Govet·nnlent to redis
tribute the electoral boundaries wrote to 
the '· Courier-l\Jail ,. asking for a definition 
of g-errymander. This was the rlefinitiJn 

'"To 'gcrryrnandPr' i~ to divide a 
countr.v or State into rcpresentati..-c di;;;
tricts AO 2d to gi \-f' one political party 
undue arl \-autage oYer other:::. Tl1e \Yonl 
i-, df'riYcd fron1 Elbridge Gcrr,v, who 
adopted thP ~chr:rne in :\las:'lachusPtLs 

he \Yaq G ,-crnor. Gilbert Stuart. 
arti,. looking at the map of the 

n~'·\V distribution. wit.h a little in..-ention 
c DnYcrtt~d it 1nto salan1ander. 'Xo. no~' 
~aiel Rn:-:.sclL ·wherl :--ho\Yn it. 'not a sal:-t
rnn.ndcr, Stun.rt. call it a Gen7-n1ander.' 

"H('nrc to hocus-;)ocus stntistlc~. elec
tion re ·nlt~. Pte .. :-,o a-, t::::· n1akc the in 
appc· ll" to r"i\ C' otht~r thr.n t1wir true 
l'{'~uH. or '"0 <'~ to ~ffcct the balanC'c." 

\rh1.t wa.' H1<' rea:-;on for the recl.istribu
rion of ~e;::.ts by the }foore GO\"Crtnncnt? 

}Jr. \Y.uER:i: Recan..;c you wanted to kc~p 
Lu~JJUl' ont. 

.\t 3.0 p.m 
:VIr.\\~. T. I\:"1:-.:G ,Jfurcr). one of the pa, '1 

o." TPlllllorarv C'hai~·n10n. relic\·cd ~,lr. 
(~]Pd:-::on in th0 chair. 

J,fr. :\L\X\YELL: Th,, r<'aoon supplied b!· 
Co.'.-;'rlttncut llH~Inl:wr . ..; is a JibP] against three 
1 <•putablc public sc·rYant--:. The hon. n1ctuber 

fYr. Jroncdl. 

for Bulin1ba is an hon. rncnd1er who \'.;hen 
it suit,; him upholds the memhPrs of the 
public S('rYicc, and ne\"C'l" faih to reft:r to 
what a fine body of pnblic servants we haw, 
bnt \Yhen the opponnuity f'OlllC" to k~~lfn 
cno of thcn1 uses ihe knife with gTr'c1tPl" 
se•·crity than anybodv else. \\'ho were tlw 
lllf'tnbl;rs of the co.;nni"sion appointed to 
redistribute the electoral boundaries? One 
was 1VIr. Gall, the L:ndL'l' Secretar;· of tlw 
I-Imnc S0cretary's Dcnartmcnt. an estirnahlP 
g-C'utleman \vho has dOne good \YOrk f·.Jr thi.;; 
State. He will shortly be retiring from the 
ccrYire. and he wilL at anv rate. be able 
to say, ''I have done what 'I could." Th;1t 
is rnore than son1e hon. mernl)ers on the 
Gon?rnnH1 llt side will be able to ::-a~ ,_,hen 
they rPtirc from political life. ThP ot.h,·r 
two gPntlmnen \VCre 1\.-fr. Co1P. who i" in 
charge of thL• elect ora I office, and l\lr. Ha!"l·i 
Do hon. n1Pnlbt1 rs opposit0 '-till ~ 1 ,\' th"t 
these gentlrrncn ''T0rc too1..-. cf the ,:).lr;or2 
GovcrrurH•nt? 

:\Ir. \VA'rERS: Ye,, 
:\fr. W. J. CoPLEY: Definitely " yeo.'' 

:\lr. :VIAXWELL: The hem. members 
will .. ay anything at all. There arc hon. 
1nernbcr;-; who r ty thing-:-- in 1h-i·, Co:~nnJ!ih' 
\vho are not g.arne to repent thcrn out~idc. 
Thcv arc cowardlv. \V c know ihc rnen who 
were appointed to. the commission. and what 
thev haYe donP, It has been said that the 
~Jo.orc Government appointed that comnlis
sion for th€' purpose of retaining the reins 
of govnnment. \Vhat has been the result·~ 
The!· are now in opposition. Does that 
look as though the l\!Ioorf' GovcrnnH:mt 
~qtwrod the Hedistribution Commission to 
>'Prure seats in such a wav that the Moore 
GoYernment would be returned'? \Yhat is 
the reason whv that redistribution was 
made? Let me' take the electorate of my 
good frieml. the Attorney-General, Flinclers: 
K umber of voters on roll, 2,652. \V e know 
what the minimum number should have 
bern. There arc other instances. as) for 
example, the late electorate of the Secre· 
tary for Nlim·,, }lount Morgan. 3.387. Yet we 
ha n' other electorates where the Yoters nu m· 
bcrcd over 11,000. Take 'l'oowong. here 
the number on the electoral roll qualified to 
vote was 9,586. Is that fair dealing. is that 
in accordance with the Elections c\cts. is it 
in accordance with the proper redistribu· 
tion of scat::-, or is it in accordance with 
the den1ocr.atic forrn of government-one 
n1an one -vote. and ono voto one value? ~ o ! 
Thllt is whv the :i'vloore Government 
appointed a c()mmission to redistribute i-ht: 
elPctoral dl~irids, and I rhallengp any hmL 
D1t tllbf'r opposite to ::;;ay that the Leadt1 l" of 
the Oppo"'jtion intC'rviewcd the cornrnis~ion on 
behalf of any of his Jncnlhcr~-.; for 1 he pur
po~c of rig~~ng ihc seats or trying to rig
them in any way. \Ve know that on the 
Done m her. 1928, <'lectoral roll there were 
ten electorates held bv the tlwn Opposition 

the strrtutorv n:iaximum of 8,172, and 
thnY Goven~n1ent scat-,,., whil-.t there 

\\ en1 sr-YentC'('n GoYernn1cnt seats belo\v the 
minituum-5.448-and onlv one Opposition 
~0at. Tnke Barcoo, takeu I3ri~bane; but. I 
<.lo n<>l , ,, ant to we;;ry the, Committee !Jy 

UJrou·.:-l1 the u:rurr':-;. Ll!i Yl!t. 
oppo,ito ought to wipe their 

I. ·forp i hey talk about clean politic,. 
).lr. BEIHOHD: The elPctors rcrogniscrl your 

\"irtuoq..:; redistribution by k!ckinn' you out. 

:\lr. :\I,\X\YELL: \Vc ''ere kicked out 
ho!:e..,tl~-. I vvonld rather be out on tho,-;e 
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condit.ionH than in 011 the conditions cJ hon. 
UJPrriber~ opposite'. Hon. rr1en1bers oppo.~ite 
h<Jve elear:v shown Umt the !Hoorc Govern· 
ment were" not responsible. that the eom· 
mi'Sioners did their job faithfully. Yet the 
Moore Government have been blamed with 
riggi11g the ~t,ats so that Labour could not 
get a sho\v. 

\Ye 'vorc told a bedtime story by the hon. 
f!H'lllher for Fortitude Vallev about what 
;!llolher hon. member said in "Ruckhampton. 
1 do not knOI\' \Yheiher the reference -.,yas 
to the hon. member for Cook or to the 
ex.).1inister for Transport, but both these 
hon. members deny having made the state· 
ment, so that if the other remarks of hon. 
members opposite are as truo as that one 
\YC' kno1v what their rf'rnark::l are \YOrth. 

The !Jon. member spoke of the treatment 
alleged to have been meted out to the hon. 
JliClllUPr for Sandgate aud statPcl that he 
retired disgusted. The facts in rehttiou to 
tiwt 111atter go to prove, irrcspeciiYe of the 
1l0'3ition a ruan rnay hold, that the gan1~.~ 
-;ra~ 1llayecl derent]y and the hon. lllCnlbcr 
for Sendgate \\as defeated. For the cdifica
tioH of hon. members opposite who do not 
know. let me tell them that, that hon. member 
Jw~ 110t retired; he is ;;:till a rncmber of this 
J'arliallll'llt and will he back, I suppose, and 
',·ill be ah]p to rulSWl'l' any criticisnr that i:5 
1nade of hirn. 

Mr. l'. K. CoPLEY: You know ,·e1·y ;ye][ 
hP ic not comiug hack. 

:\Ir. ).IAXI'TELL: I knmy he 1··. I am 
ti1e \Yhip of this party and he told me he 
i, cmning back. The Railway "AdYocair> '' 
ought to be a pretty good tmthority on tl<c' 
coJJduct uf Labour pleuiscites. 

The SECRETARY FOH l\liKES interjected. 

l\!r. :\JAXWELL: The hon. gentleman's 
I:a1nc i::; not here. Arnongst other thing::- the 
''AdnJcatc" say'i: --

" It was one of the dirtiest affair, 
<l'·ociated with the l1iston of the Labour 
lllOYerncnt .'' ~ 

:\Ir. U .. C. TAYLOH: 1'ut a coat of wlnto 
GYt'f it. 

:\h. :'IIAX\\'ELL: Coal tar \\oulcl lw m•ecs. 
~al'Y to oL1iteratc it. 

1 -..,yi-..h to cxprt'~s rny regret .at the pa~sing 
out of the• senicP of mc•n of the calibre 
of ::\Ir. Archdall and l\lr, Ferguson, t'YO of 
onr policr rnagi:-.trate:-:. I e:onlnH•.ncl to the 
cOil:;:ideration of bon. mcrnbors nn excellent 
e"ay by Robert Blatchforcl. It is called 
.. Sa(_ked:'' and points out that when an 
indi\·idual rea-che:-5 a certain age he is thrown 
out on the ;;:crap-hrap lrre~lH~ctivc of his 
c•xperiencP, and exppricncc is very essentiaL 
especially to a State such as Queensland. J 
hn-e ncYcr stood for tho svstem that causes 
a. nu1n to be thrown ant (;f f>mployrnei~t at 
::-D.tY-fiYe or seventv. If a 1nan is ~till Jittt_d 
1o r;edorm his worl< he shoulcl he allowed to 
('Onrinuc. }lany rncn at the ago of sixty-· 
fiYe are ·worthy of thPir positions and Hre 
c~rr.ving out their work ca1mbly and eih
uently. I do not st:wd for a policy 11hich 
says that. irrespcctin of their abilih or 
experience, the:- rnust go. The eountr.v "is in 
ueC>d of n1en of experience, inste-ad of iPdi
:·idua1_s _,vho have H'rved their apprcntice~hip 
1n nobt1cs. I am ~OlT'· these rncn are l0avincr 
t hC f',Pl'Yicc beca.mw 1 consider it will be ~ 
direct Ios~ to the StatP. Mr. Archdall and 
I\fr. FPrgu~on are thoroughly competent to 
(arry out their dDtip.., and their .'-erYiL'( s 

should not ln"' dispensed \Ylth. The rca~ml 
for this policy ic that Home of the younger 
rnc•u consider that the onlv wav thev C<:tn 
get promotion is by the "rerno-;,al o'f the 
older men. I would point out to thocc 
pooplo that the clay will come-and only too 
:--oon for a nun1bcr '- f thf'nl--whcn it v.-ill 
be their turn to fall out. Of course, it has 
been said by many people. and to a certain 
extent it may be rigl1t, that if those nH:n 
\Ye re }Jo!ding positioll~ in the eornrncrcial 
COllllllUllity~-

The TEl\1PORARY CHAIR::\IA:'\: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed hin1 under the Standing Ordcrf::. 

l\Ir. FV:'\NELL (JJrdwnc) [3.17 p.m.]: I 
desire to take this opportunity of congratulat
ing ).Jr. Cole. the Principal Electoral Officer, 
and his staff, upon their >YOrk in the Brisbane 
electorate at the last S!a!e elections. J'v1r. 
Cole and his officers carried out their duties 
efllcicntly and expeditiously, and I had no 
complaint whate.-er to make. 

I -desire to refer to the statements made 
b.- the hon. member for Hamilton and the 
hem. member for ::\lurilla during the course 
of this debate. The hon. member for Hamil
ton di:oagrePs .-ery definitely with the views 
expre,sed by the l1on. member for Murilla 
inasmuch as he states that there is justifica· 
tion for the redistribution and the reduction 
in the nunrber of country representatives, 
particularly in \Ye:stc,rn tJuecn::;lanrl. Tile 
hon. member for ::\furilla. on the other hand, 
said that the countrY electorate,, were too 
large and too costly to their representatiyes, 
that country electors do not haYe the same 
Ollportunitics as city elector!:'. Personally, 
[ agTt't' \Yith the latt('r Yit•w. If there 1~ 
to }·~ an.v rPduction at all fronl tho present 
tnunber of seats it should he at the expense 
of thP city. I helieYe that the country elector 
is more soYerely handicapped in every 
respcPt. The citv elector has the opportunity 
of pPrSOilall~T t"'alling at the Yarious depart~ 
mcnts and ha 1·ing matters attendee! to by the 
officPrs of those d0partnwuts. That oppor· 
tunitv is not afforded to the man in the 
country. In addition. it is recog·nised that 
the country repre::-entatiYe incurs greater 
c•xpcnse than the city reprncntative. The 
cit:· electorates. if altered at all, should 
be enlarged and a greater number of elec
tors should appear on the city and metro· 
politan rolls, the benefit to be extended to the 
countrv electorates h" a reduction of their 
size i(necessary. This would enable persons 
resident in the country to ha;·c their griev
ances better attended to by their represen· 
tatiYes than has been the case in the past. 
It must be pointe-d out that in the redistri
bution of seats hv the :\Toorc Government 
in Jg31 consideration wa' not extended to 
the country elector or the country repre
sontatiYe. Of the ten seats that were cut 
ont hY the reduction in the number of 
n1embers frmn seYenty-h.Yo to sixty-two, nine 
were countrv seats. Six of those members 
were Labouf rcpre~cntatiTe~. I clain1 that 
the redistribution was not fair either to the 
country electors or to the Labour Party. It 
is then•fore hard to understand the view of 
members of the Opposition. Personally, I 
agree that the country clectorath should 
rPceive consideration if anv alteration takes 
place prior to the next election. The 
remarks made by hon. n1ernbers opposite can
not be taken seriously. 

I should now like to refer to a matter con
cerning the Suprenw Court. I understand 

Mr. FunneZZ..] 



1210 [ASRE3IBLY.] Supply. 

it is the practice for the Supreme Court 
to clean up all \\'Ork and arrange to com
mence the vacation as nearl~,- as possible on 
the 16th DccernbN of each vcar. The first 
sitting of the Full Court sets the machinery 
in motion in the following year on the 
first Tuesday in February. The length of 
the vacation naturally c,mses a gTeat deal 
of inconvenience, not only to litigants but 
also to the legal profession. Let us take 
the case of a person committod for trial 
during the vacation. This mav happen dur
ing the Jirst week that the cou.l'ts are closed. 
Ho cannot be tried until well on in Fcbruarv 
the following vear. He m a v be found not 
guilty. He r{lay not haYe. been able to 
secure bail, and from the time of his com
mittal to his acquittal is kept in gaol. He 
is thereby put to great inconvenience, which 
C011Jd haYP Lf't'll aYoidf'cl had th('re l:ct'!l a 
methorl whereby he could have come up 
for trial earljcr. During tho vacation it is 
the practice to have one judge handy to 
attcJHl to .hamber ,york onlv. 'rhe cost of 
the npkoep of the office and· the salaries ·f 
I hr stafl' continues during the vacation. lt 
con,ickration is given to a policy which is 
gcrwrally recognised throughout the State 
oeniec'. f )JP]ieYO it »·ill be much bdter 
for all concerned, it will reduce costs con
sic!Prahl~·. :~articularly in the Snpreme Court, 
ancl t!Jal il '':ill olwiate the inconvenience 
to which I have referred. 

I also clcsirP to make reference to the posi
tion of :?\.Ir. Justice Luh:in. \vho \ras 
appointl'd jur1gc of the SuprcllH' Conrt nJ 
Hockhampton on 12th Julv, 1910. He 
rc~ig1Icd hi~ po~ition as a ~ jndgc uf the 
Supren1e Co~~rt at Brisbane to acrept an 
alJpoinhuE'nt a.s a judge of t}Jc Common~ 
'walth Court of Conciliation ami Arbitm
tion at a salary of £2.500 ou 1st ,Julv, 1926. 
It was bid clown b,· law in thi.s State that 
after giYing s~~rvicc. for a period t'xcecding 
fiftt'Cn yP::.lr:- a judge \Vas P1Itit1ccl to resign 
anrl ro go out on pension fixed at ha'f tho 
ammmt of his salarv. .'\t the present time 
l\Ir. Justice Lukin I~ recejving a pension of 
£1.000 from this State in addition to a 
srrlHry of £2.500 a~ a F~·dPrnl jndgT• and 
I undcr~tand that ·when the PrPrniers' P:an 
1n1s introdncccl he refused to agree to any 
rc•cluction in his salary as a Federal oflicer. 
The rnattcr \Ya;;; rncntlo11cd in the Common
wealth Senate on one occasion bv Senator 
Macllonalcl. and following his utterance a 
ne" ,paper reporter called upon the Pre
mier to se-c if he heel anY comment to make. 
The Premier told the newspaper man that 
in accordance with the law of this State 
:\fr . .Justice Lukin recPivod a pension from 
t.h<· Queensland Government of £1,000 per 
annum, ]e,s a cut of 18 per cent. proscribed 
by the Financial Emergency Act. He also 
informed him that Mr. Justice Lukin had 
'eft the Supremo Court of Queensland to 
become a judge of the Commonwealth, and 
that at the time of the interview he was 
sixty-fiye years of age. I can recall the 
occasion when ]\fr. {;rfjuhart. an ox-Com
•nissioner of Police in this State received an 
appointment from the Federal' Government 
in the l\:orthem Territory. He enjoyed a 
penswn from this State upon his retirement, 
hut lw later agreed to a reduction being 
made in that pension. l see no reason whv 
attention shou]d not be giYOn to the Case 
of l\Ir. Justice Lukin. I should like to 
know from the Attorney-General whether it 
is no1 po:-. . .;;ibl(~ in hi~ ea"-<-" aud in thP 
case nf otht'r hig·hly-paid pnblic SC'rYant-

[i}h. Funnell. 

to redur0 the pensjons paid to t liP:-n when 
theY resign or retire ar1d .acre1lt auotl1ce 
po~ition. It IS inst as wPll to lllPnt·ion 
that an example should be set by the highly
paid ex-State officers to the lower-paid 
''- orkers, especially when one can recall that 
tbc \Yngcs of the lower-paid "\>:orkers have 
been frequently fixed bv the person. that I 
haYO alrcadv mentioned. If there JS to be 
any ju,J'ice 'at alL thEm let it apply at the 
tllp as well as to the men at the bottom. 
I >irJcc>rPly hope that the Attorney-General 
will gin~ serious consideration to thi:" u'Iatt<'l' 
witll n Yif'w to rectif~'ing the p:sition. 

:'vir. vYATERS (Hcl'in Grove) [3.28 
p.m.]: The smug--bee hypocris,- of hon. 
n1e111bcr3 opposite with regard to a redis
tribntion is nwrelv intended to ~._·onvey the 
impre, ion that o'n the other side of the 
Chamber hon. member" are a lot nf poa
tical angPls. Theh· suggest~on that the la~t 
reel >triLution \vas fair and aboveboard 1s 

ahn08l laughable \Vhen the ,,·hole of the cir
cunl.-stanecs ate t:tken into con:;;idcration. 
Tlwrc is no clouLt in the world that the last 
rcclisb·ilmt.ion. frorn the point of Yicw of tlH~ 
Xationali.-:it Party, was an ahnost perfeyt 
job. The work \Yas delegated to a comm"
. ion unclc'r the chioftainship of :\Ir. Gall, 
the 1-lHh'r Socretarv of the Homo Dcparl
rnent. 11(~ carried Out his dntio-; in a rnan
llC'r that \Vas YC'fT,~ satisfaf'Lorv and --re"·y 

c-fTicicnt from thou point of .,:ie"- of the 
=--~ ationali:3t Part:L ~ ha Ye no criticisnl t_o 
lllakc .aga1n~t :1-lr. Gall ller-.,ona:l:. It ts 
\Yell kno" n that he has alwr,c~ been an 
arclvnt supportl'l' of the Natinnali:-1t Party. 
I[p pl'obablY welcomed the oppol'tunity to 
J'Cl~dPl' somt: little serYico to the111 on that 
ocC'l"ion. L-\s a nHJ.tter of fact, he cyen wcHt 
eo far as to do his be't to cut the then 
liomc Secretary, the hon. member for Fitz
rov, out of l1is ~eat, possibly on account of 
~oiuc disagrecnwnt that he had had \vith 
him. Th~ hon. membc'r for Fitzroy made 
sorrl8 very indignant accusations regarding 
the n•distribution as soon as the report WU8 

pnb]i,hed, and suggPst.ed that the manner 
in which the boundaries of his old c!octoratu 
lwcl been dealt with \Y.as inspired by per
sona! ani1nositY. I believed that when the 
:\iuore Government inlroducocl "The Elec· 
tond Districts "\et of 1931," they had the 
id<':t the•· \vould be able to bring about a 
'"'distrib;1tion that would be able to gHaran
tcc them socuritv of tenure of the Treasury 
benches. · 

1\Ir. KE~~Y : You suggc-.tcd it was an acci
dent. 

:\fr. \V"\ TERS: It was an accident as far 
as thcv are couccrned that the Labour Party 
In• re t~vPr r('tur11cd as a UoYeriinh_'nr- Th ,. 
ll'td dclibcratelv and definitelv dc,signrd the 
r lc•ctorates with the object 'of preYonting 
Lctbour fron1 asstnning oflice .again for thirty 
vear,. In furtherance of that objecr the Bill 
;vas framed in such a manner that the 
GoYernor in Counril was ernpo\vered to 
bring about a redistribution as and "·hen 
the different quotas required it. Th.at sug
g·<'sis that the Nationalist Government of 
the cl a v considered that the redistribution 
v af' so 'watcr-bght from their point of view 
that they did not desire to go to the trouble 
an·ain of putting- through another Bill at 
~o.,Jne future time to effect a redistribution. 
1t is a \Yell-lmown fact that hon. womhers 
opposite a !most wore out the doormat of the 
ronn1 \Yhcrr tbc comrnissioner" were loon tcd. 

l\!r. KE;-;:-;y: You know that is udnte. 
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J\Ir. WATERS: It is a statement of fact. 

Mr. J\fAxwELL: You know it is not a fact; 
1 hat it i~ untrue. 

l\Ir. \YATEHS: It is a fact; and awry
one who follows political history knmvs that 
\Yhat happened then was similar to what 
Lnppeued 011 previous similar occasions. 

Mr. KE:"XY: I neYcr went thoro. 

::\h. \Y.\TERS: It is well known that the 
lun. uwmb0r wbo interjects jg vcr.v rnuch 
coucc•nH·d about bis polibcal cxi'·tenre, and, 
10 doubt. he and other members of his party 
paid a courtcs.y call on the corr1missioncrs. 

J\h-. KEXKY: I can tell you that I never 
went near them. · 

J\lr. \V ATERS : The hon. member had 
very satisfactory results if he did not. 

The need of s~Hne umenchncnt of the law 
n•lat.i11g to defanwtion ns it affect~ political 
'"·r:mlests has been ,c;;tresbecl. The recent case 
in \Ycstcrn An,tralia was contra~ted with 
tlte leg-i:olfltion of this State. I have no 
doubt that tlJcre should bo some inYestiga 
t ion with .[t vil'\V to an arnendn1ent of our 
I • · TJ18 ]ay, of c1Pfamation. l1fll'licularly 
n~ to the illl"'ndacious statements which 
<'rnauatc frorn tlw Opposition at election 
lj!lll'S, C(~rtaillly i:- in need of a great deal of 
llllf'CHlment. In Yicw of th., criticism of this 
I'" rty bv newspapers in this State. particu
larly tlw "Couriel·-1-lail, ., then~ ~hould be 
,.,mne arnon(hncni of the law r<garJing the 
f·riti(·i:-;nl of rncrnhcrs of ParlianwLt gf~ncr
all:--. At the pn•,-cnttime we hayc a column 
<J ppea ring dail.v ill the " Couri cr-JUail '' 
1Yhic1J, 1 U!Jdm·stand, i~ 1'ubsidiscd bv the 
~\ CJ ti(J!Wli~t Pn r l ,-. I l1ndEn·stand tluit the 

of that 'colnmn is on a definite 
the 1\ationalist Par!-.'. and 

1 hat statement lJ, t"be fact 
at it one · that 

!·our r:ncmbc•r 111 

to speak is and 
I ike the hon. mnnlwrs for 

hailed as Y<'ritable 

}fr. 8P.\RKES: "Tl1at about the "Stan~ 
dard ., '! 

J\fr. 1\~ATERS: 1 !wow it i' difiir·ult for 
the ( lpposit ior1 to get thP amount of boo.o,t 
for t hPir pl'inciiJk·:-; that tlH'Y \\·ani. \Yhen 
~n-::e Jooks nt tlw typc·~ oppo~he. th<' h /pelc."~ 
JJJtl'llPctual type.'-'. ouc rcalisPs ho\'- hi£rb]y 
!Jecr~,;ar_v it i::; fol' the ~Tationalist Part\; t~J 
l'Pi-'tln a journa]jsj· in the P!lll)]o"- of~ the 
"Couri(•r-::.\lail" anrl ]Jav hin~ it weckh· 
\Nagc in aJditi~n to hi . .;; f",~lal':V to giYc th<'l~l 
au 111110l!n.t of k1ndl:· critici:'lll and hPlp along 
the pohttcal road. There should U(' ~onlP 
arnendmPnt of 1h<> law of criticisrn. There 
is HO particular t·cason ,,·lw thP political 
ag:ent of the Xationalist , Par!.v. as tl1l' 
" C·ouriC'l'-::_\tra.il n 'Yritcr is. should he in a 
position to carif'aturc Labour mcn1bcrs 
daii.-:~ .. and pajnt i·n glowing terms the 
qnalltlC'"- of statesn1nn~hip tl1at he- fincls in. 
f:-ay, the hmL lllCll~lH·r for Gyn1plc. or the 
hnJJ. HiCnlbcr for Oxlc•y. ('",pccially as it is 
difficult for thme who know those gentle
nJC'n h get cnthu,.ia.stie 0\"C'l' their public 
nttC'l'.ll1CC'S. 

2\1r. :'\nr:uo: You would like to ha,-e some 
of hi~ ability. 

Mr. iiL-\ TERS: That is a matter of taste. 
Po~sibly the hon. nH'nJber for Oxlr::· 1night 
have ."-OlTIC' aspirations along thof'e 1ine". but 
1 feel it my duty to call public attention to 

the fact. I ],Jpe that in conjunction with 
nn\· propO'l'd amendment of the law of 
defarnation. consideration will l1e giYE"n to 
this matter. 

J\Ir. K.K:\:\"Y (Cook) [3.38 p.m.]: I had no 
intention of taking part in this debate-, but, 
after listening to the Sfll'Cch dc]i,-crcd bv the 
self-styled intellechwl gtant from Kelvm 
C~1·ovc I think a fe''-' rcrnark"- fr0111 me would 
not b~ out of place. That speech reminded 
rn0 that we n re to-drty 1iYing in a den1ocratic 
age. and when the hon. member _talks about 
dlC necessitY of anwnding thc e>x1shng legJs
lation I a~1 reminded of thc need so to 
[pgislatc that WE' ·will ovcrcon1c son10 of the 
difficulties created b,- our "·stem of dPmo
r-racY. If it is n I( that is <l<•sirahl0. we 
shmlld uot 1n-Lla' ha n: li:-tC·IH'd to ~u('h a 
.. peech. for if cl~mocrac.v \\ c·re uot on its 
ITial the hon. mcmlwr wonlcl n"t be here. 
l CPrb:tinl~- agr('P \Yith the hon. lllClnb~r 
\Yhcn he that •.•-p could arn(•nrl the lcgis-
l:ibon of State ~o that 've wonld giye 
ParlianH'llt so;ucthiug that ''as 'yorth \V1Ii1c. 
\Y!tile list ni11g to this debate the thought 
f".tru('k 1110 that the party gOY('rllnlg· Qucc::ls
lan-tl to-day will go clo,Yn in b-i~t'Jr,\- a:3 the 
party tba£ put the "rnoc'' -i11l"O th.'tnocrac:v, 
for to-claY Parlianlf 'it all(] all that democracY 
holds out to us j~ bPjll:_!.' rnadc a InockPry. 

\Y0 LaYr he-·rcl Iuurh lu thi~ Charnbr'r 
a bont the J:eecl for rlenn politics. an cl I 
think thP time hn~ arriYr>c1 wlwn th0 St.~te 
,h;u1(l ('QIJsider YC'I'~7 seriously the nccoss1_ty 
fol' ('Jl7nr1ng that VIC'- shall haYf'- clean taches 
and clPan J.olitir..:. OnC' llH~ onl_\- to cp.st 
nnc's rnind b:u·k to th0 n11--!'f'pre;;;.t-ntn hm1 
tbt look ]Jlace riming the 1932 election cam
paign. to the inhlllidation tl1at h~~ taken 
place- dnrin.u: the- CoYcl';'~n1C'~1t \ tern1. 
:1n'l to th0 of pnh:1e tn1 1 C!;;; for 
;~_l}t:<.~tJ lHII']l~·C.'· ~0 tlwt_. tllf YOtC'~ of tL.~ 
jwnpl<' an.,_ put n11 to nnct1on. 110t o_n rnc-n. 
hnt to ih0 l1is;·he"t l)idder. to r0ah~0 ~hnt 
tl1i;.; is not an unin~ti-flnblc- dott<l:HL Scd1ons 
of t1H' a1~c n:-1-::C'd to ;;;p]l th0i1' Yote;;;: 
tn t11o~e -,, ar~, pr·-'JJ~n·C'd 1: them th0 
PTf''lt(•st prmni~e~;. ;yhf'tl'C'l' nromi·c;:;; 
'~n' fulfilled 01· not. \\ e he, ye n'~checl ~ 
qag·C' \-;vhPrC' tlF' who 1e ~y~tPUl of _ _goYf'l'!llllC'-~d
j._ lwing- dragged through the nur:' an_d \Y!tl 

PYf'ntual1Y hn ;k down if that achnn 1~ p~r
sic.:ted in: "\Yh0n \H' lH'nr 1·alk nbont nns
J'f'"})'(--.;;;:pntation. 1ct ns ruf0r t:; tl:0 ~11 'C'f'h{'S 
nf

1 
the prC'~f'nt Pn'nliC'1' during th<',_ lflst Statf' 

p](•ction ( :tnlna1gn. The hon. ~{C'lJtll'DHtn con
clemnec1 the -Opposition. 11·hn 1:crc tlwn the 
GoYcnnncnt, nnd toLl the rwo1dc that_ th1s 
wa~ a nwn-nwdP flC'rl!'C'-~ion and tlwt 1f 'Ye 
wt"rf' onh- big 01lOu.crh ancl garnc- 0nough \YP 
could \\·itJ our ',\flY throng-lL LC't u• cac.;t OUi' 

mind~ bad: to thf' pjei-tll'C' dnnYn of the un
fortnna.tc unf'nlploy,--.d. tlw 11ieturc-~ of those 
neopk ha If-clothed. ha lf-f0•l - nc1 poo:·l 
hou~cc1. tllC nidurC'- dra',\ n of darknrf': and 
df:;;pair ffl('in8: tho,C 1Jf'Opl(", ancl the yncture 
of ·tlw sunshine nnd !Jappinc" tl1at 1\·ould 
PntPr 1 he 11,-c,_s of tlH ""·0- Pl'Ople 1f th0:- won.d 
onh· ,-ote for ilH' Labour Party. Thd reprP
~f'n.ta.tion \Ycnt on fron1 f'Yf'ry pJatforn1 111 
this StatP. The nromises \YI'rf' allow_ed 
and the people pt!t !-JCm. m0mlwrs opp~-·tto 
into pOWC'l' .to C'<llT.\ OUt tho.._C' rn:on11SPS. 

\Yhat do wo find has happened? \\ c find, 
after two c~nc1 a-half year" of complete con
trol in this State---no l:pper Ilome to curb 
thcm-thev ha\C done so little that they 
m11st laY the bla11w on the Fcc1cral Gm·crn
mr;lt. LThc Pren1i<'l' 'ycr;t to the Loan 
Council meeting last \YC(:k. 

lJlr. Kenny.] 



1212 Supply. [ASSE:.VIDLY.J i:'>upply. 

Tl:,• TEl>.1PORAilY CH:\IRl\1 \~: Order! 
I r.·ould rrrnlnd the hen. H!Clnbcr the \'Ote 
nttder di,cu"ion ;, the Chief Office of th•.' 
Department of Jn>tice. Tlto hon. member 
i.:; \\ <tnderiug away fron1 that subject. 

:\lr. KE;'-::\"Y: I am reminded that tlw 
Yote undPr di~cussion is for " Justice." 'The 
D0partmPnt f'f Jn~tice controls ju~ticc in 
thP interf':.;t.s of C'\"l'rv .~C'ction of tl1c cmu
nntnity. \Yhal we n.{'Cd is legislation that 
i:-. goiug to mete• out justicC' to f'\·er.v section 
of thP cornJnunit::, nothing rnore and nothing 
le~...:. VYhen a party gets into power on 
r:li-;t'e]Hf'''H:'ntation~-

The TE:\Il'OR HlY CHAIR:VIA:\": Order! 
I again rPtnincl the hon. H1Crnbcr for the 
!a:-:+- titnP that the it0n1 under discus~ion is 
for th<• Chief Offici' of the Department o[ 
Ju~tice--and I ask hirn to conflue his rernark" 
to t ho su bjcct. 

1\Ir. KE:"oi:\"Y : I have listened io the con
tributiom to this debate bv members on both 
,:J,' of the Cbamber. "r heard members 
ad \'ocn tP 1 he alteration of our statutes so 
as a man conld be puni;hocl for defamation 
ru:d fer rni::-repre;.;;cntation. The hon. rncn1ber 
for KL·h·i,, Grove c),,alt with the same ques
tion I am dealing with. He dealt with the 
(:(";irableness of introducing lcgidation to 
l"·otect thn people. I -upport that. I ask 
the CoYt'rtllll('Ht of tiJis State to see that 
jnstic(' i~ rnetPd r;ut to c;·cry section of the 
COD.Hlllllllty. 

Yiuch ll::t:i l;t s:1id abuur the redi~tribu-
1ion dwt \\-a~ carried out bv the :\1oorc 
Co,·ernnll'Ilf. Figure,, havp bl'.en quoted b~r 
n1e1nber~ nn this side of the Chan1bcr show
ing that Wllll' Labour electorates had 2.000 
\'Oters and anti-Labour electorates 14,000. 
Itlltllediatch~ the ::\Ioore GoYern1ucnt took 
office tbev ~appointed a redistribution corn
Ini..:sion in order to JllC'tt- out justice to 
t·\ erv ~txt1on of th\:- conununitv. Tl1at rcd!:3-
tribt;tion 'nts the fairest one that ha~ taken 
place in Quepnsland. 

(;c,nm:orE~T i\lnmrms: \Vltat rot! 

}lr. KE:\!'\Y: Hon. 1ncrnbers opposite 
.-u v. .. \\'hat ro1 :" The fact n'mains the 
L~bour Partv gor into power after thB.t 
n'distrilmtion~ The hon. nlctnber for I(clvin 
(.ron-' ~tatt-'d that it \Vas onlv an accident. 
I will ad m ir it i, onlv an accident as far 
'" tile people of this St:tte arc concerned that 

Labour Party got into po"\ve-r, bnt there 
not going to be ar, 0- accident about their 

~ta,-ing- ju powe1~. It \Ya:" stated in thi:;; 
Chamber to-day-I was going to say by the 
hon. member for Maree. but he is in the 
chair-that tlte redistribution will be a fair 
o11c on this occasion. VYhen is it going to 
take place? Tht' lton. member for Kelvin 
Cro\'C ~aid it. wa~ an accident the~.,. got in 
on rhe last occaoion. but '" a result of rhi,
rl'di,tribution-·"' lticb is going to be fair
there will lw no accident about the Govern
rnent\; rernaining in power. That is a 
matter hon. memben are entitled to know 
sornPthing about. In rny opinion there is no 
jL"tification for a redistribution. The prc
sc•nt Goverruncnt should not desire a rcdis
trilmtion, for they have had £7 500 000 more 
to distribute than the Moore ' Go'vernment 
had. Despite that fact we have a proposal 
for a redrstnhutton-or shall I sa,·-a 
reallocation of boundarico;. That realloca
tion of boundaries io; to be brought about 
because that extra £7.500.000 was not suffi
cient to buy the YOtp_, of the people that 

[li-Ir. Kenny. 

UH' Government desire to huy. Can any 
lH:'r~on \Yho clai1n~ to have any appreciation 
of fairncFis (ind any jn.~tifif':ltion for a 
rea ]location of boundaries'? 

TJ.,, ATTORXEY-GEXElUL: \\'ho s.1id thNP 
\\ _uld be'? 

;\lr. KE:"oi:\"Y: For the edification of the 
.._-\ttor..eT,·-U cn0raL an cl the Secretan· for 
:\linP.s. I sav the hon. member for Marr:c "'id 
that on th~::- occa~ion it \Vas going to be a 
fa;r n•didribution. 

The· ATTOlU\EY-GE:\Ell \L: He said nothing 
oi tLp ki11d. 

Mr. KE:\"NY: " Hansard" will tell U>. 
I realise the hot water the hon. member for 
::\Ial'f'(' \YiJl gC't into in thP caUt'U:i I'OOU:1 
hut I congratulate him on his fairness and 
justice on this occasion bv telling us \vhat 
is going to take place_ vVhen this question 
\Ya~ di..;cp..,:-;cd fir8t jn thP caur:J" roon1 
~o1ne titne ago a staten1ent appeared in the 
press the following morning that a redistri
bution was going to take place. We know it 
was previously discussed from the point of 
view of crPating three extra seats. and the 
DcpartmPnt of Justice was asked to advise 
>vhcther this could be legally done without 
bringing a Bill before Parliament. The 
department advised the Government in the 
nc'l'arin•. Thcv, therdore, decided that they 
would Ita vc to look at the· Act. It was 
found that a reallocation of bonndaries could 
takP place without the consent of Parlia
nwnt, unrlc1· the Act passed hv the J\1oore 
GovPrnment. \V c know that the Government 
would l ikc to be their own bo.,oes. I ha Ye 
seen that the Qnecnsland Centr~tl Executive 
ha.s taken them to task because it did not 
reeeiye :.:uh-ancc copies of legislation_ The 
" Standard " newspaper had received ad
vamc copies prior to them but, following 
ETJI!ll an attack by the other now.spapers and 
the Opposition in this Chamber. they were 
not g-:une to go ahead. On this occasion they 
:-.aid. ·· 1\o. \Y c cannot agn'P to your 
J'cqucst." There is to be a Labour Conven
tion in February of next year at 1\fary
borongh, and the Go.-ernment do not wish 
to be hauled over the coals by the Queens
land Contra! Executive at that conference. 
::\othing dpfinite will therefore be told to the 
public about this rPdistribution of seats 
until the proposed action has the approval 
of the conYf'ntion. I can tell thP C 'nnniHPP. 
hm\PYN. that it ;s common talk that :VIr. 
Ferry has already gone through North 
Queensland and has returned with the pro
posn.ls submitted b~~ thf' brancht~R of the Au:-;
tralian Labour Partv in Xorth Qucen-:1and. I 
can tell the Committee the proposrrl, for th•' 
allocation of three of the Nortbern seats. 
Cairns. Cook, and The Tableland. I can 
tell the Committee exactlv where those 
boundaries are to go or ,,:here it is sug
gested they should go. Under the red is, 
tribution the Government are quite satisfied 
to take Chillagoe and Mnngana and other 
places out of The Tableland, because it is 
their intention to close tbe Chillagoe smel
ters after the next election: that is. if the 
Government got back to power. The Go
vernment say that. if by accident an anti
Labour man should got in for the electorate 
which included Chillagoc, the people could 
not then blame the Government. The hon. 
member for Ipswich has raised the question 
of the loss on the Ghillagoc worb for a 
nmnh<•r of ~-pars. 

. .\: 3.53 p.nr.. 
::\Ir. GLED~OK n's.umcd ihe chair. 
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:\Ir. K E:'\NY: During last session he 
desired information as to how long these 
losses were to be allowed to continue. There 
n1ust haYe been a discussion in the Caucus 
room and the people of Cbillagoe are to 
g0t jmtice. but juc,tice to this extent: they 
are to be placed in the electorate where it 
cannot matter whether the Government loses 
or not. You would know whether I am 
correct or not, Mr. Gledson. I know criti
cisms have taken place. I have seen that 
" big w~adclv" wif'lclt>d on n1ore than onP 1 cc"J 
sion, and for your information in the debate 
dealing with the subject. I would advise 
the Committee that circulars have already 
gone forth to different persons. miners in 
the Chillrtgoe electorate, asking for informa
tion for the Goyernmcnt as to the number 
of men dircctl:v a.nd indirectly emplo:ved by 
the works in Cbillagoo. l\1r. Free!. Reid. a 
gentlemen well known to the Labour Go
vernrncnt, \Vas a~kPd to give some informa
tion as to the number of men directlv and 
indirectly employed in the Chillagoe mining 
indmtry. I haY~ been told quite definitely 
that the Ci~Yf'rnn1cnt arf' considel'ing 'vhct.hE'r 
(be smelters shall be kept op<>n or other· 
wise. It is common talk that Chillagoe is 
to be induc!ed in the Cook electorate. If I 
am representing Chillagoe the people there 
will be represented w01!. and if the Go
vernment then desire to close the Chillugoe 
smelters there will be some argument as to 
wlw it 'hould not be clone. I would <'PI'· 

tainlv a<h·ise the Gm'ernment to be more 
d iscrcct about their inquiries and not to 
gin" th~ E'hO\Y away before the action is 
taken. I think it i' a calamity that the 
Gon'rnment should haYe the power to do 
these thing><. They are pledged to the whole 
of the p0ople. I admit that they hayc lost 
the confidence of a large number of the 
indl!strial workers of Queensland, and so 
must appeal to other sections of the com
munih·. \Y c havo hoard from them a con
siderable amount of talk ahont the farme1·. 
'With the roalloc~tion of boundaries, as is 
suggested, the farmer will not have much of 
a say. 

The SF:CTIETARY FOR ::\11::\ES (Hon .. J. 
Stojlford, J£arp1Jm·ouyh! [3.54 p.m.l·: I ha n' 
no intention of occup:ving the tim0 of the 
Cornn1ittrc at any gT£' 1t length_, but I cannot 
allo\Y to pa~s the inac::urate statcn1cni" 
made b~; H1P hen. tncrnbcr wl1o has just 
resumed his s0at. If all his statPmefits are 
based npon such false premises as the state
ment that the Government intends to clooe 
the Chillagoc smelters they arc hardly worth 
while considering. I haw certainly asked 
for mformatwn to put forward a scheme in 
favour of keeping them open. On several 
orcasion~ in this ('han1her I haye araued 
that. while fr0m the pounds. shillings.~ and 
pence point of Yie\Y it ma\' be claimed that 
the Chilla<soe smelters should be closed. the 
direct and indirect bcJwfits to be obtainccl 
from its continuance justify the Government 
in carrying on operations. I have had 
inquiries rnade to ascertain ho1..v n1anv ore 
wpplicrs there arc in the district. and.gcnc
rally how many men benefit by the continu
ance of this enterprise. I ha Ye been informed 
that a certain number of men benefit directh· 
and inclirectlv bv the continuance of th.e 
Chillagoe sm~lte1:s. and. naturally, I am 
a;:Jxious to ~ubf'tan1 iate those figures. ~.~I.v 
inquirie'i are being rnad0. not \Yith thP id( a 
of clo.;;ing· Chillagoc do\Yn, but with the 
irlea of keeping it ~;oing. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa: [3.55 p.m.]: 
Qnito a lot c~n he said concerning elcc
tioneorin~ and other rnatters during a dis· 
cussion of the Estimate··· for the Department 
of Justic.•. These matters arc probably of 
-:_noro interest to hon. mernbers in this Chanl
!,cr than to the people outside, because they 
ure of great personal concern to each and 
c .rcry one of us. 

In thP flr~t place. I should like to repeat 
( hn sug_ue:-<bou that I rnade in this Charnber 
during Ll!e erLrly part, of the ses;;;;joii, when 
I poini ·d rmt to the Attorney-General that 
he ;huuld rnakc carL'ful inquiry into the 
Il!<-_tftodr;;; that re new being adt'ptPd trJ 
0\'..tde the ~Ionc•y Lender~ Act An1011Lhnent 
~-l.i't. l)f coctr,;. wo all und<•rstctnd thac 
there <:He (;ct·a:-;ion.;; v.:hen people are com-
jHdlcd seek i-iruu:cial acconunodation front 
rnonP\ CYPn though extortionate 
ratf's ·~of intere."'t Ol'P clwrgT~d. In order to 
lH'Otect. the~~ !_l801Jle fron1 tlw f-inancial 
(h·prer!uLions of the D10IH.•y-lenders, pal·ticu
larlv in vic\v of the ~candalous cases that 
vrer~~ :..;ubrnittPd. rhe l;o;-crntncnt decidL'd to 
introduce legi:.:l:nion. 'The rpg·ulatiOHS under 
that lf'g·1slation jH'O\·idr'·~ that the 1naxirnurn 
r~lh~ of inh•rp...;f be charg·l'rl ~hall be 20 ret 
cPut Gl !( on !t~onth1y re'3t:-<. In thL• 
p_u.::t' the~'"'P mm1 ..,,._]enders \Vere prone t- \ 
{ targe ar\ inrr, ~>t rate up to 100 per cent., 
r.1.nd P".'('ll. a greatt~l" rate-unconscionable 
"·.rno•tnt.~ r_•n--- ~.lunged. To-da::, it is their 
practicP !::.: ::t. ~mall cotnpauies baYing 

npxi to their of!iccs or place cf 
\, ru•r•.' ntions ai'P o:-;tensiblv 

t·u,n·i,·d ot. h\ a \Yhcn a pt>r.;:;on appliC'.:J 
t0 dw :non re .--knder for a loan he i~ now 
; )~;l t 11;H finclncial acconunodation cannot be 
f, ur: l for hin; unlC-'ss he ( 111 ftn-d ::;on1eonc 
to t"f'r'!HlE1lf:~nJ him as a reliable client. 

he i'l directed to tbe cornpany 
door. and is there told that if ho 

rohu·ns 1n u fcT." da.vs or a few hour:-::, accord
lug to thP urgc·I1('\' ·of H1e rnatter, he rnay be 
<-d'C{'rnuwclated. On his return hC' is quite 
n•adil v informt<d that :\Ir. so-and-,;o was 
i,rcpa ;-·cd to !nake the nPC'C':',Sal'~' recorunwn
ciations on his behalf. but he would have to 
pen· a pronLtration fee of perhaps £20. even 
when tht~ total arnount of the loan rnav not 
C'Xcccd £20 er £30. Thi'l :-<tate of a·ffair . ., 
cannct bP a!lo·yed to continue. 

I sholllcl abo lib~ ':> remind the Attorne.v
GL·nPral that ,~tcv~ are being taken to-day 
b~T the· neonle concerned to evade the pro
\-i,io:Is of th• Hire-purchase Agreement Act. 
I' f1ich rn·o,-ide,; that the hirer is entitled to 
an l'quitv \vhen his payrnents represent 50 
pP!' "ent. of the purchase price. ThP l11f?thnd 
'"loptod to-clay to .,,-ade the provisions of 
the Act is this: a perpetual lease is drawn 
np in such terms that c.-en after the full 
~'1tllonnt of the purchase price has been paid 
the owne"hip shall not pass to the hirer 
until a. nomiw:d an1ount changes hands. \'vhich 
i,; only to he paid on demand. 

D.Ir. GODFREI' :VIORfiAt'-.": Perpetual lecL-..,f' b 

t !w polie.1 of the pre~ent Go\·crnrncnt. 

Mr. P. K. C'OPLEY: A perpetual l"aso u 
quite all right in its application to the use 
of Crown land. but I am dealing with mov
ablc chattels >uch as furniture. If the hon. 
member knew the first thing about these 
matters he >~'Otdd know the difference 
bchYecn roa l and personal property: but, of 
course, he does 11ot. 

I de·,ire to join with the hon. member for 
Toowong in wi~hing well to two police 

Jir. P. K. Copley.] 
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HHtgi~trates who are about t:o retire-the 
Chief Police Magistrate, Mr. Archdall. and 
:\Ir. Ferguson. They arc both estimable 
gentlemen -who, I believe. have douc :heir 
duty to the best of their ability and as fear
lessly as one >Y<lllld >Yish. 

I should like to make a sqggestion t,o the 
Attorncy-Gem•ral regarding the work of the 
::\Iagistratcs Court. I realise that the magis
trates arc not cntirelv to blame for the delav 
that takPs place in fi:;;ting cases for hearini. 
I know tlu,r at timEs solicitors find it ncces
~,ary to a~k £or au adjournn1ent lw:ause 
counsel aro engaged in other case~ in othrr 
court~. One dav a week lf3. set a~idf' ..:.lJf_ ·irdl,
for the: hearing~ of industrial ca:;:es-: ·l,ut thC 
work IS a long \Ya v behind. The rnas6s-
1ratc~ thPtn~elves agree that a dcfi1~ite 
~trrangcinent could be~n1adC' under which the 
industri.t! ca·•;es cotJld be dealt ;, ith much 
more prorr1ptl:Y th.8n they are to-day. I sug
['' ,t that the Attorue.--Generai should Jc,ok 
into thi~ 11Hltt' r, with, a YiC"\\ to ;;;coin a that 
industrial case_j ·arc brought up to -th~te. I 
kno\\· of u1y c)\\'11 k110 lvllt!l' t: 1t .<Jlll' ;_-, .. !, 

not yet dcrdt ,vjth an~ t\n:lYc r11ontlis old. 
Tho:;;c hcnring-s haYc bot>n clda-.;-ed LL•cause 
of the 1i1nitccl tin1e set apart fOr induEtrial 
ca::-cs. 

I 1Jearc1 the hem. lllC'l1Ibc1 for Cock "-a·.
that it i< common talk iu :-\onh Oureu;. 
la11d_ that }Jr. Ferry ha:;; been rouu-d and 
recC>IYcd tl1e 2uggcstions of the' dift'u·ent 
brauchcs of the Australian Labonr Partv 
n ··lJL~cting tlw rc•distribntion of scat~. It 1s 
Yrry C'a'-Y to Jnakc a f'tatclJH'nt of tltLtt 
nature. It):-; not a deflni10 charge. \Ylwn 
oue tR kf' ... Into considcratlo11 the f<td_;;:. fol
lo\Ying 011 the rcdistrihutioE of ~('}lb .n1acle 
by the late GoYCl'lllTICllt one realise~ what 
a clcvpr ~eh erne it 1-:as. ..::\"' the llOlL lllL'lHber 

for Cook kno\YS. a~ well as the ho11. 1HCD1-
hcr for Logan, stnall n1.1 ior·itic::- on~\' '> t'l'C 

obt.• in eel by them. It i~ true t]w;·e 
nrc cases 1Ylwrc ho11. lll('Jllb('I'~ on ~idc 
of tho Cmnmittc·e WCl'l' aho el~ ·tE.-'d a 
~mall !lla,iorit~-- l)nJbab!y a clifi't:'lence of 
5<· ·o Yote' ;;oulcl hnve u~caut a cliHercllc•o 
q, ti~·e lllOl'f' -.:c·at" to rhi:'- panv or rlh' 
Opposition. That is not a conserv~·tive r--ti
lllatc. 

It \Yas con111101J talk after the 1931 Federal 
elections which preceded the ~tate elcctioJJs 
--I am now adopting si1nilar tactics 1o those 
"Used by the 1J01l. llH',nbcr for Cuok-tl1at a 
n ry pl·orniilf'Jlt tnenibPr of the thc11 GoYctn
nicnt ~ent for a lTJen1bcr of thP ('OnH_._li:::.:-:::ion 
and ~.aid. ·· 011 t~1C"C Federal figurts the 
\·ute for La Lour IS good. 1-Iow do(:- t llis 
rcdistributiou stand ': 1

• The ofiit·ial then 
replied, "..._.\hont lO~OOC n1ore yc,te.-: need to 
be cast for Ln botll' to giYf' thcn1 a chance. 
~"-' a matter of fact, I fhink 15 000 or 17.0CO 
more vvill \York: it." Therefo1:e, the TD.eln

lJ_ers of the Electoral Boundaries Con1mi3-
sr01: knew what they were doing :md chci 
then· work Yery scicntificalh-. ' 
~ Statements ha Ye also be~n made i11 this 
Committee regarding postal votes. Th'-' hon. 
member for Merthn drew attention to a 
ca_se wh_ich he ha" Personally brought under 
my notice. A member of the Que"IJsland 
\Yon1cn's Electoral League took a Yotc to 
an inYalid person. \Vhen the .-ote was 
taken in to her the only thing she was asked 
to do. although the ballot-paper was there, 
""" to s;gn the envelope. The vote had 
actually, bec.u recorded by the person out
'! de. :\c·cdJess to say, I advised him to 
report the matter to the proper authorities, 
and that was clone. 

[Jh·. P. K. Copley. 

The hon, member for Hamilton raised the 
question of unfair political advertising. 
He mentioned a case of an advertisement 
headed, " \varning the people." One has 
only to view the hoardings in the different 
,~Jectorates to see big posters with the words, 
··It is your n1oney they are going to take," 
and stuff like that. Probablv those adver
ti:'.ernents \Yere an endeavour~ to mislead or 
f:Ul! the people. I strongly belieYe with 
the hon. member for Hamilton that some 
mPthod should be devised to deal with 
unfair ad.-crtising. but I would remind him 
that it is not only th~ Labour Party that 
~ucke statements similar to those he men~ 
rionecl. Might I remind him of the biggest 
political trick that the world has c.-er 
known-that adY(.lrtisernent containing the 
photograph of the ex-Premier and the state
ll\C'Ilt " It can be done; it will be done. I 
premise to find £2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs." 
Some independent committee should be 
appointPd to deal >Yith any person who has 
a hand in that port of adYcrtising, e~pecia1ly 
when ho knows that he has no intention of 
canying it out. I realise the difiiculty in 
dealintr with such matters. I would wait 
for a -poriocl until I saw whether the pro
Illi:--P "\Yas being carried out, or whether any 
pretence \Yas being rnadc of carrying it out. 
x,, rlonbt, "ith £5,000,000 left in the Trea
-nn-, ihc late Premier had the abilitv to 
cari·y out the promise he made. ' 

The Lon. memb(•r for Cook spoke of 
Labour com·pntions. but he does not know 
the first thing about such bodies. He 
a llPgcd tlJat the Queemlancl CPlltral Exccu
tln' hnd taken the Parliamentarv Labour 
Pert:: to task in regard to ccrtair{ matters. 
The rliffl'l'ence between the Labour in Poli
l ic' Cou.-eution and tlw Queensland Central 
E\crutivo has no significance to hi1n. 

A gr, at deal was said by the hon. member 
for Too\Yong about plebiscites. The tin1c 
lws come when we should let the people of 

know that it is not only indi
as,ociated with the Labour Partv 

do things that arc not fair. I ~m. going 
to n1eLtion a case now. and {1CSirc to 
!•reface my remarks by saying that I do 
Dot b"Jieye the individual memhcr of the 
Opposition in who:~o interests this matter 
or:<'lll'rf'd had anything to do \\'ith it. It was 
11l'';bnlJly clone by an over-zealous supporter. 
Thai· indi\-idua1 got a 1cttPr writtoE with 
a ~pecif-ic and fot".' ~tl'dr-cl it i.o a1n1ofit 
t'\ er~· or organi~ation a:iiliatcd \Yith 
t1Jc part,.,.- rontainin;; an accusation agai11~t 
r~ ,·er~- cstiuwb1P citizen in t1.Jis con1n1unity 
--a n1a11 \Yhosc llfe wa:"~ above reproach, 
<:lH.l at whorn no one could point the finger 
of s"c·rn. \Vhcn you find that a ]Pt+or, 
:Jt.Fportillg to coinr fron1 a brHniaid, n1aking 
<Jn a~kgation that a certain uw.n is thL 

of an illcgitin1atc: child, i-; S£~nt to 
'Yonwn o( a branch of tbc Qnecns-

\Yonlen's Electoral Leag-ue or some 
~nc-h organisation, you ran rer~llsc that the 
d~rt a,,.,ociatrcl with :o-:on1c pkbi~cit0s is not 
all on this side. No Ol1t' ca11 C'YCl' saY that 
'Ud1 a thing >YaS clone by Labour. s;-, that 
]lCople living in glass houses should not 
thro'" st.orH'~- If hon. memberb opposite 
"~ant other e,-idence--

:\Ir. KE:<XY: That is only a hald state-
111C'IJt. 

Mr, P. K. COl'LEY: The bald statement 
io there, but if the hon. member know the 
full facts he would be aware that there were 
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only four houses in the specified street anrl 
tltat, as a m.atter of actual fact, the \YOnutn 
never existed. 

Yfr. BRASSI2\"UTO:\" (Fortitude rallcy) 
l4.8 p.rn.j: The mention made by the hon. 
nlcJut~Pr for I(urilpa r~garding thf' ::.I'.:m'.: 
Lendt•r:-~ ~\et Arnenc:hncnt Art rectll, to n1v 
n1ind the• as . .,istance and advice rendered tO 
me by officPrs of this Department, by :\Ir. 
C,Lrter (Luder SccrPtary), l\ir. O'Hagan 
(Assistant Under Secretary), and otber:3, 
nud I lksire to takp thi:; opportunity ot 
L·xprPs~lng lll.V apvreciation. I desire to pay 
a tribute to :Ylr. :Ylc(; rcgor who has hand!Pc\ 
nun1erotl::'i cases for rnc in connecUon ·with 
thls bu~incss. Thanks to the introduction 
unci the application of that legislation. man•· 
an unfortunate lH'l ~on \Yho to-day \YOulcl b(~ 
in dim difficultiPc, is now protected. end 
rccclye::;. justice in accordance \vith the law 
of the land. T am glad the Govcrnnwnt 
introduced that Act, that it is >Yorking well. 
and that it is in the hands of ~uel1 a capab:·.' 
officer a,, Ylr. l\IcUregor. I merch· roce to 
lllako a brief refen'nce to that leg-islation 
which was so desirable in tlJC i11ten)::-t:' of 
the people of this State. 

Mr. ,J. G. BAYLEY (il'wmum) [4.10 p.m.]: 
l was hoping th ,t wmcthing v:ould have 
hucn ~aiel during the course of this clc-lHtte 
in regard to the proposal that son1e defiuitt-~ 
~chcruP ~'houlcl bP laid clown for rnaking n 
rccli~tt·ibution. EYiclentl\ no suc}J scheuH~ 
Pxi~b iu this State. In Lthe Federal snherc 
the <'Onditions are laid tlown partly ~nder 
i hC' Con'-titution and ns to the rc~naindC'r 
unckr the Electoral Acts. and it has bc,,n 
the pr.:tcticc, federally. to rrutl;;:e a rcdl-:tri
hution not lp-.s than once in ten vears. Th;Jt 
gives a. ct~rtainruent of staLilit:v.~ 

The ATTOlC\EY-GEXER\.L: The Electoral Act.., 
rnake it one of the conditions that the> 
nunrbc'r of elector~ ahoYt' or be1o\v the nlarg1n 
arc in ('XCC'-;;. of one-fourth. 

:Ur .. J. G. DAYLEY: The quota is dis· 
covered ai tlJO time of taking the censu~. 
Should more than one-fourth of the divi· 
siono in an\· State Le either one-fifth above 
or one-fifth belo>Y the quota, then the 
Govcrnor-GPneral in Council ruav call for a. 
rPdistribution. It is furthCl' !aiel down that 
the redistribution n:a~ take place at an:v 
tirno the Goverr1or-f:t>ucral in Council see."l 
fit. There is nothing to prevent a redistri · 
but ion : aking place cn\ry three years in the 
Federal sphere-as in all probability will be 
the case in the State-but that is never done, 
lJecause the matter is based on a solid foun
dation, namely, the statistics provided bv 
the taking of the Cl'nsus evory ten vears. l 
think we should be wise if in this State we 
adopted a similar system. 

No one thinks that the matter of redistri
bution should be made a political plaything. 
I re!J'rct very much that during the course 
of the debate to-dav innuendoes were thrown 
around this Chan1ber in connection with 
those men who have acted as members of 
redistribution commissions from time to time. 
It is impossible for these men to defend 
themselves. The position is not of their 
own seeking. They are public servants and 
the Government call upon them to fill these 
positiom. Although I was not a member of 
this Parliament at the time the last redis· 
tribution took place. from my knowledge of 
the Leader of the Opposition I know every· 
thing was square ~nd above board. Even if 
I did not know the hon. gentleman, I should 

sn,v-kno\.ving the Inembers of the conuuission 
-that, Pverythiug \Va~ ::quare and above 
board. It 1s a Q,TCat pit:v :-;uch charges and 
countPr-chanres should haYo been thrown 
act·oss the C~hamb0r. 

I ":as Yery glad that the hon. member for 
Logan raised the question of ·divol';_·e. l..,.n
fortunatelv. we in this State can do verv 
litt,le to h;·ine; abom unif~rmity in that law"; 
hat it ;, a que•tion that should be facecl 
h~,· all tilf" State~ in uni . .;oll. Pressure should 
!H· Grou£dtt to bear upon the Federal Gn
\"ernrnc~nt to bl'ing· n bont a uniforrn divorce 
l:-1w. The figures relatin(.!: to the number of 
dlYOJTE'~ arc,_ a 1 il rn1ing·. ThP fo1lowiHg table 
''.rill iilu:-3trat~! thf' growth of diYorcL' in Au-;
tralia duri!lg: OH• la"t thirty year~:--

PPriorL 
1901-10 
1911.20 
1921·30 

Divorces 
per 10.000 

oxi . .;ting n1arriages. 
6.15 
8.13 

15.45 

Thm,·-: figures r .. JH'c-scnt an increase of about 
2,50 per cent. "·it!tin thirt,· years. That is 
accounted for Ly the fact that in New South 
\Vales and Vict 'ria for manv vears the law 
lu:-J nuulc it increasingly Cas~~ for people 
to obtain a judicial .-:cparation or a divorce. 
That is nor in the best intereets of the people 
in this counti'Y. It is not in the best interests 
of t.hp tr:.oral:;.. of thi:-' ( ,Juntrv. I have no 
tle~ire to ccHnpcl peopll~ to llY€ together \~.:ho 
l:n,\'C' nothillg· in cottnuon-in fact, I think 
it i, fu better for them to !in; apart-hut 
these people .,]Hnlld be brought to a re~lisa
hon br forp they enter into the rnarriage 
b )l]d t.hat it i:-' n1ore or less binding. that it 
is ~ornething that can be thrown lightly 

\Ye haYe been ver> free from this 
"rnt of thing in _.A_ustralia in. thl' past. ·cnfor
tmiatPl_v. ln some cthPr part.;; in the '"/Orld. 
notab]y in son1c of the State-: of An1crica. 
rnuch .1'0\-cnnc• has been rnadc in this regard. 
I rd"l' t0 the citv of Reno. which has been 
the laughing ... tocl~ and b~·word of the people 
of thf' \:. orlcl for n1ar1<~ Yearf' for the ease with 
\Yhich divorce;;; ruav 'bC obtained in it. ~o 
;:-Llch thing obt-fl in:;; Lin An:;;tralla. 

The hoh. lJJ('mber for Log·a11 thi~ nwrninu 
referred to the question of domicile and 
DtlH~r irnportnnt feature.;;: ln ·which the law 
clifl'ers ic1 man.1· of our States. I ho)pe the 
...-\ttornPy-Gpneral-n1thoug-h he can do very 
little to bring- about uniformity-will place 
th,, malter before the Premier; and on the 
next occa~ion t h:- Pren1ier ..-i~its the South 
t.-) !)articipatP in n Prernicrs' Crmfercnce. he 
will make it a point to bring up this quf'·,tion 
and .,e~~ if anything can be done to bring 
ahont uniform diYorce ]a\Ys throughout Au::.:
traliii. 

TllP ATTOR~EY·GE~ER.IL: I mentioned 
carlll·r in the dav that in Fehruarv last the 
Pr,,miN and myself urged on :\Ir.' Latham. 
the e,:.Federa I .'dtorneY·General. the neces. 
sity of proYiding for al1 Auf'tralian domicile 
for wonwn. and I bclie,·c a Bill to that encl 
i3 in the rour~e of preparation. 

1\Tr, ,J. (;. BA YLEY: Tint i, ycry sati;. 
fartory. 

The House resumed. 
Tlw TE;\'fPOR\RY CH.\lR:~\1.-\:\ reponed progrt·::-~ 

a net a"kod Jpa YP to :'iit H g·ain. 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

of the Dav for Tuesday next. 
The House adjourned at 4.19 p.m. 

lllr. Bauley.] 




