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1122 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

THURSDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1934. 

1Ir. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock. 1/n IJOI'.'J) 
t· 1k the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

Qt:ESTIO:'-/S. 

Goons TRAFFIC, :\ETHERDALE RHLVV,\Y 

Snnm;. 

l\lr. DEACOJ'\ (Cunningham) uoked the 
:'>Iini,ter for Transport-

'· 1. Ho\\· many-(a) to:H of agricul
tural produce; (b) cans of ercalll: (c) 
tons of ti1nber-werc recci-. ed for C'On

~igJ n~PIJt at Xcthcrdale railwa: :,iution 
during last year? 

'' 2. \V bat amount of freight wou id he 
due or received ou-{a) agricultural 
produce (including cream): (I;) tim
ber. " 

The -:\TINTS1'RR FOR TRANSPORT 
(lion. J. Dash, Jfundingburru) n•pli d-

1. "(a) 3.256; (11) 6,501 galio;" :a•·mh•;· 
of cans not aYailable; (c) 161. 

2. "(a) £524; (/1) £238.'' 

LAXD SELECTIOX, Et:KGELLA TABLELAND. 

:Yir. DEACO); (CunnilliJlwm) a,Jce 1 the 
Secretary for Public Lands--

" 1. How many selections have been 
taken up on the Eungella Tablrdand '1 

'' 2. In what year was the ftr .• t batch 
of ::election::; taken up? 

"3. \Yhat is the total •• rea of land 
:;;clr ::tcd on Eungella? " 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LA:\'DS 
(}ion. P. I\:asc, /{( r!Jcrt) rt'pli.._~d-

1. ''Thirty-one. 

2. " 1914. 
3. " 10.696 acres." 

LIQuoR SoLD AT l\lELBOURKE STREET RAILWAY 
ST.urox. 1930-1934. 

:'\Ir. RCSSELL (Hurnilton) '"k~d tho 
~Iini~ter for rrran~port~ 

"\Vhat i" the Yalue of liquors sold at 
the :'>lclbourne Street railwa ,. station 
for the hn:~]Yf} n1onthl~· p~~,rio.~ls C'nded 
30th June, 1931, 1932, 1933, and 1934 ? " 

The ~ilj\'ISTER FOR TEA:'-/SPORT 
(Hon. J. Da,h. Jiundinr;burru) replied-

" Year ended 30th June, 1931, £2.264 
Os. 4d.; year ended 30th June. 1932, 
£3,232 lls. Se!. ; year ended 30th June, 
1933, £3,508 3s. 4d. ; year ended 30th 
J unl', 1934, £3.249 6s. 3d." 

Sl:PPLY. 

HE.""rPnox OF Cmr1tiTTEE-ESTDf.\TEC'-
TnrRTEEXTH A.:\J) FouRTEE~TH ~..\LLJTTEIJ 
DAYS. 

ILLXESS OF CIL\IR:\f \:\ OF CO:.IJJIITE!S. 

;l.lr. SPEAKER: The Chairman ,f Com· 
tnittee" is prcst'nt in Purlia1ncnt thi~ lllOrn
iu~·, hnt he i~ Yf'ry indi~pc ;;0d. <Hld I 
a(h-i~ed hirn not to attPntpt to earr\T out hi .. ; 
duties in Con1n1ittf~P to-day. Tile~·pfon', I 
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ask <he hon. member for :\Iaree, one of the 
Temporary Chairmen, to take the chair i,r 
Committee. 
(21fr. 1V. 1'. King, Marec, in the ,.h • ,f) 

ESTIMATES IN CHIEF, 1934-35. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

Question stated-
" That £7,000 be granted for ' :vlis

-ccl1aneous Services'.'' 

Mr. RCSSELL (liamiiton) [10.35 a m J 
I rise particularly to as3ure the ~Lni::;c-r 
that the Opposition generally ar·e nc•t 
onnosed to the idea of the training 
at' St. Lucia. I admit that 
rnernbers on this side arc 
critical about our budding 
they are doubtful about the success of 
venture. Nevertheless, they are not op;1os0d 
to anv scheme that will tend to re'ieve the 
prese~it unemployment amongst our boys, 
which we consider has been accentuated 
good deal by the operation of the 
industria.! awards that have had the 
of p-lacing a lot of the boys on the 
market. Any scheme such as the St. 
scheme ihat will offer an avenue for 
employment of these boys certainly 
support. l should like to point out 
there is any opposition to the scheme 
arisen in the JYiinister's own party. A 
number of supporters of tbe 

declaimed ag.ainst. 
tbey allege are misusing son1e 

boys; whilst a good many who 
oppo": it directly damned the scheme 
very faint praise. At any rate we give 
thf: s.cherne our blessing~ and hC:pe it \vill 
succeed. If it succeeds there is no reasnll 
why the idea should not be extended iu 
othver directions. 

It is difficult to get boys to take up farm 
life. That is a common complaint. Although 
so many opportunities are offering for boys 
they are very reluctant to go on the land 
preferring to remain in the city and tak~ 
their chance of getting positions there. That 
is the outcome of the policy of the Labour 
Government in creating huge public works 
in large centres of population. Such a 
pocicy has had the effect of congregating 
large industrial populations in the towns. 
The tendency in Great Britain to-clay is in 
the clnectwn of an exodus from the large 
centres to the country. \V e should encour
age that in Queensland, and, therefore, any 
scheme such as the St. Lucia farm school 
should be supported. In Great Britain 
there is a large measure of support for the 
Fairbridge scheme in Western Australia. 
That scheme is supported by the migration 
?f youths from Great Britain. Evidently 
m Western Australia also there is a great 
difficulty in getting boys to take up farm 
life. The result is that large numbers of 
boys come from Great Britain to \Vestern 
Australia to be trained at the Fairbridge 
school. The idea of the St. Lucia school 
is, of course, to give boys some elementary 
training in farm life in the belief that at 
the end of the period of training their 
services will be more acceptable to the 
farmers than those of boys who go straight 
from their homes to the farms. ThN·e is 
something in that. The Minister will meet 
with many failures, but if he gets 50 per 
cent. of successes he should be satisfied. 

The object -is one which should be sup
ported. I merely wish to say that the Oppo
sition are not opposed to the St. Lucia 
scheme, and I trust that if it is successful 
the idea will be extended in other directions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [10.38 
a.m.J: After listening· to the Minister deal
ing with this question last evening, and 
the sound reasons he adYanced, in the first 
p:ace, for the establishment of the St. Lucia 
training fnrm, and, secondl:v. for -its con
tinuance, there should not have been any 
desire to prolong this -debate. Tb'' hon. 
member for Hamilton saw fit to continue 
it, and I should, therefore, like to take 
the opportunity to say something on the 
,-ote before it goes through. It was pleasing 
to hear the hon. member for Hamilton 
state that the members of the Opposition 
are not entirely opposed to the establish
ment of the St. Lucia training farm or 
its continuation. rnfortunately, quite a 
number of speakers on the OppositJon 
benches have given the impression t.ha.t they 
are opposed to its continuance. I want to" 
congratulate i.he Minister on ltis decision 
to continue this scheme. It is a valuable 
scheme and is prov;ng its worth. This 
appropriation, expended wisely, wiil react 
to the benefit of our youth, many of whom 
to-day have become !tmd-minded and wish 
to get into occupations for which the St. 
Lucia farm trains them. I happen to know 
the value of training for the farm, HOt 
altogether because I was brought up 0'1 a 
dairy farm, and therefore am cognisant of 
the drudgery of the farm, but also because I 
was once a school teacher. That was very 
apparent to me from my association with 
the farm boys' camp scheme of the Royal 
National Association. The learning that 
the boys receive during Exhibition week is 
certainlv only a smattering, nevertheless it 
is most· helpful to them. Some of the boys 
chosen for those camps have no intention 
of following an occupation on the land, but 
as a result of the week spent in Brisbane, 
fol:owed by two or three days at Gatton 
College, they got a liking for the lan<t As 
a result boys preparing for the scho!a eship 
or University examinations have afterwards 
turned their attention to the land I have 
instances from Dugandan, two or three 
centres on the Downs. and two or three 
centres in the North, where boys who were 
looking forward to what some hon. mem
bers of the Committee term white-collar 
johs have now turned their attention to the 
land, and in one or m·o instances, accord
ing to letters received by the Royal 
;.;ational Association, those boys are making 
a success ·of their occupation on the land. 

The Government would be failing in 
tht<ir dutv, and the :.\,1ini~ter would be insen-
sible of ~his if so1nething \\ 
not done \verc de,~irous 

equip them for 
cal1ings-1ife on tl:e 

out to educate 
boy who goes throng h the St. Luc:ia cstab
lishn1ent, aPd whi:e Opposjtion HlGnlbers 
may decry this scheme, and say that it is 
not proving its worth, the fact remains that 
at the present time the number of boys at 
the farm exceeds that for which accommo-
dation was provided and tlut 
the demand for hovs the1 e 
exceeds the supply. V The 
Th1urilla stated that on one or two occ·asion; 
when he had applied for boy3 for farm work, 

Mr. Williams.] 
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JH'l\~umably on hiA own property in thP 
i\lurilla electorate, thirty or forty !Joys i1od 
come in rPspoPse. and fro1n th >t J,Hlllbcr 
he would select the boy most suitaule ;o 
hin1. That goc.;;; to show tbat a trdiuiug 
school for boy~ is necessary, for we ltaYc 
the staternent of the hon. mernbor~and it 
i~ unchallenged-that rn rc~ponse to hi;, 
appli( at ion for a bo:· for farrn \vork thirty 
or forty applicants have preccnted them
"nl n:'s. The hon. rnembe1· also gn v.~ 
indanccs of the ignorance of son1c of the 
lJOV"· V\ ho vvcnt on farms, and :··tated i:t 
f:.n;ne iustances the boys did not kno\Y f0r 
v.; h 1 t purpo:-;c the log~ rope v>:as u:-;cd. I-Ie 

oth~Jr illustrations. :;::orno of whif'h ·\'t)i'€' 

::\n bo,- who ,_oos on '1 farm 
ridiculolB in the C\es of rh

son or the farrnc•t' ~ daughh'i' 
LJC:cause o[ his lack of knowledge: ther~
forr-. the \Vork \\·hieh bo,~s do en thl' truin
illg farn1 or othe!' simila~ institutions at Sr. 
Lu·ci·x, Gatton, or Riverview doe;:; ~OlllP· 
thing to equip them for the life ahead of 
th01n. VYo knO\\" that \vhen bu.;;inc··;.;:; hou~t::-:: 
ad.verti~P fol' aH a~sistant, in nine case;; our 
of ten the ~-~dvertisernent reads, •· :Yinst h.1. Yt_' 
had previous cxpcriPnce." FarnlCl'~. r-,o. 
liln~ to ~ccuro boys \vho have had sonH~ lH'l'· 
vious expericnC'e. even if only :-1x mont}J.._' 
tr.aining at St. Luria. G_ttton, or Rin~n·iPw. 
The fan:?:H:>r, La Ye not the time to t 
ihc bov~. and rnanv of ihL'IU haYc nu-t 
patienCe to clo so: ., and in anv case 1~o 
like-; to look srnall in thP ~Y'~'"' of otiH'I' 
people through lack of the kEowkdll:·,, 
required of hin1 "\vhen h(~ goc\-, on the la.!nl. 

The hon. m01nLer for Fortitude Yallcv 
instanced tho fact that. -Victt_n·ia was foll:J'."-~
ing in thP foot~tep._) u£ Queensland in COll

nection with the cstablishrucut of farm 
training school.~. The hOI· rnPm bcr co·d· l 
haYe g-orle furtht>r .tnrl pcn::.tr~d Pllt. rhr1t 
~Westem Au·tmlia intends to carrv out a 
~onw:d~at :-.irnilar schcn1c to thflt in~ Quocn:-::
la.nd. Kc1\· Zealand ha.-, also embarked on 
a campaign of encouraging city boys to go 
on farm land, and a schPrne is in operation 
there wherPby 50-aci'c holdings arP sf~t asidt• 
for thos0 bovs who are land-rnindcd and 
who ILtnt to· ~ret !1-\\ .. l_v from the cities and 
the various fonn~ of evil to which citv 
boy~ are son1etin1es :'-\ubject. The Queen~
land GoverllmC'nt lll'O to be conrrratul.atcrl 
upon instituting a ~f'heme that is being: fol
lowed in other parts of the world. 

V\1 c arc not discouraging boys frorn goinsr 
nn the land: V\"8 arc encouraging them. If 
not, why should we per~is,.t in keeping oprn 
the St. Lucia establishment, calling for 
Loys to go then• and doing the br . .;t v;'e C'-l n 
to fit them for the life ahead of thl'm' 
rrhe clcn1.a.I~d excpecls the supply, as I said 
before, and thC'refore the boy'_; and thPir 
parents rnust rPalis'' that we arc not di~
cour'1ging ernployrrlC'nt on the land. 

The assistn,nce rPnclercrl to the fanning 
f'Ontmunity bY Labour has been vvell recog
nised. Those wl:o have read the articles 
of the Secn>tary for "Agriculture, published 
in the Brisbane press recently, vvill o_gn?e 
with n1e that under Labour rule something 
i.s done for the man on the lar,d that has 
not, been clone before. I am glad to hear 
that all Opposition members have not 
thrown cold >Yater on the scheme, for 
actions such as that tend to belittle not only 
the Minister and the Gon•rnrnent but ,~lso 

[Mr. Williams. 

the bcy:s •xho go on ffl rn1s in an effort to get 
out of the rut and to Uo somethiHg away 
from the citic•. 

Tlw hon. member for Gympi€·, a man of 
con~iderab]c kno\Yh~dgc, has approved of 
the ~chernc. Certainly tho hon. rnembf~r 
had :on1ething to say~ about an incn-, i~C'd 
C'XJ)I'l! liturc of £1.000, but the ho•t. member 
\YCI,t on to sav thi:3, .at pag•~ 7'J2 of 
'· l-Ian~,ard " for~ the current se'·' ion~ 

''I am onh· too pk:1sccl to sec bo: s 
being encoura-ged to go on to f:<.rnts. It 
appears that the majority of pan•nt' 
ach-ise thmn to endeavour to sceurc 
no~itions in the public scrYice. Tlwy 
clo not desire to see the boy,, on the land 
or doinf! nwnual labour. The father.;;; 

.. \"y c have had experienc-e our-
and we do not \>:-ant ou.r .-;.ons to 

Le n1anua1 labourers.'' I a:o;sume tlw.t 
B one re2son whv the ho-,-s ~1rc not 
anxiou~, to aYail ~ thernselv'c.;:; of the 
opportunit-'· offering at the St. Lucia 
training farn1." 

The hon. members could not have lmmvn 
that the number offering is well above the 
facilities for aecommodation or training at 
the present time. 

The hon. men1ber for Gytnpic goc~ on to 
'jay~ 

"The education they receive there 
should be useful to them when they go 
on to the farms; but if they arc taught 
t_•x_travagant n1cihods "~~ 

They are not ! 
"and a1·c not forced to reali~e that the~-7 

have to earn their own living, they will 
not be the success we desire them to be. 
Thcv should endeavour to secure posi
tion~ on practical farms, where they 
will be under tbe supervision of experi
enced farmers 1vho will take an interest 
in them. . . . I tru't the St. Lucia. 
training fanu wilJ be a sucC'es~. EYen 
if it does cost £1,000 per year at pre
sent to maintain it, perhaps later ou 1t 
will become self-supporting and the 
grant will be no ]anger necessary." 

That is an expression of opinion from an 
hon. member of the Opposition who is 
cxnerienced in these matters. A recent 
rej;Ort on the activities of the s.t. Lucw. 
institution contains the followmg sJgmficant 
remarks:--

"The establishment of the farm train
ing school for boys a.t St .. Lucia and the 
scheme for rural trammg of youths 
direct bv the farmer both of which were 
launchecl last vear, have been responsible 
for the p 1 adng of no le'8 than 876 
•·ouths. These schemes cannot achieve 
their real objective, however. unkss the 
parents themselves assist the Govern
ment by encouraging thci r boys to seize 
the opportunity so afforded." 

\Yln· should it be nccessarv to ask for boys 
in the citv or elsewhere to' go to that train
ing farm i If I were a young, lad, St. I."u.cia 
would attract me for the penod of trammg 
that is o!Iered there. \Vhv should it be 
necessary for the Governme~t to go cap in 
hand to parents for trainees when such 
opportunities are offered' 

The Secretarv for Labour and Industry 
was also verv i~terested in this scheme, and 
he asked the people of Queens'and to give 
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the boys a chance. The following state
ment bv the ::\Iinister appeared in the press 
on the· 22nd ::'-Jovember, 1933:-

" GIVE YOl'R BoYs TillS CnAKCE. 

"Jfinist1 r Hyncs's A.d,-ice to Quee;cs[and 
PaTents. 

"~CREOlE FOB CREATIKG F.IR}!ERS. 

"To parents/' ho said, "'I \Yould say, 
'Give vour bcno this chance. Let thetn 
have tlle oppm:tunity of living a healthv 
life in clean surroundings in Australia'~s 
mn1 sunshine, with fertile lands as their 
outlook. It is :-c·our duty to see your 
sons e:tfely placed on the threshold of 
such a career rathPr than to let them 
drift i11to a t.ragic condition of n1ind 
and bad~- in hopeiPssly looking for work 
in the cities whid1 they cannot obtain.' 

"' Bricfl~·, it \vas ;;;howu," he continued. 
·'that at lea't 8,000 bo,-s \Yere estimated 
to be lcaYing >,chool each year, and the 
absorption of such a yearly number of 
boy:5 in secondary indu:-tries in view of 
the repercussjuns of the de1Jre~~cd tiine . ..,, 
would appear to be quite' impracticable. 

"The present Administrntiun in ptll'" 

snance of its polic~v to direc:t bovs to 
rural pursuits, had initirrtcd s~veral 
schem~s for the rural training of ;couths. 

·· GPncrallv fairlv ~ati:-'fuctorv r('Sult;; 
had becu obtainc;J from the. depart
rnPnt's pfforts. and so1nething had been 
aehieved. This might rc'a,onabcv be 
clanncd iu view of the fact thclt at 
RivPn-iPV" Training Fann 218 vouths, 
aftPr receiving tweh·e \veeks' training, 
had been allocated to positions in n1l'i
ous 11artr.- of the State. and that under 
tlH_) rh\partment's scherrie of rural train
ing of youths on private farm~ (initiated 
in Deccrnbcr last). ninet v-cight vouth~ 
had completed their six 'months' ·train
ing, aucl 198 were still in training. 

"STATE-WIDE SCHE:\1£. 

" It would by publicity through the 
press. the churches, and schools, boost 
the nlovcrnent a.nd cndeayour to create 
that cense of landmindedness amongst 
the parcds and the bovs themselves 
which would, it was hoped. cventualh 
attmct a percentag-e of the bovs l<,avin~ 
school to the land to which th'eir futur~ 
rnust. in the pr~:.;jcnt circurnstanc0s, 
rightly belong. It might be treated as 
the uuclcus · of a State-wide organisa
twn to carrv out anv scheme evolved 
for absorLjnii· young People i~1to rural 
employment. 

" President Rooscvelt rcrentlv remar
ked in America that 90 per ·cent. of 
the boys of the United States would 
have to reach land occupations. A 
statement \vas also made that battalions 
of . high school boys were roaming the 
c1tJes of the Umterl States in search of 
unobtainable employment. 

"\Vo do not want this in Queens
land," said the Minister, " but so long 
as there is a yearly inflow in this State 
of about 8.000 boys into the field of 
employment the position becomes 
increasingly rnore distressing, and the 
eo-operation of the whole of the com
munity to assist in the alleviation of 
such a problem becomes increasingly 
more necessary. 

·' For that and the reasons already 
stated," said Hu~ :\'linister, •• the Go
vcrnnlent was proceeding on the lines 
indicated, well knowing that the efficient 
agriculturist on good land had better 
conditions of living than the artisan of 
the city who had no guarantee of 
security in his en1ployn1ent." 

That is a very fine and able statement from 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry. 

l'\umbers of visitors have been loud in 
their praises of the St. Lucia Farm Train
iug School, and of the work ea l'ried out 
there, The way in which the boys :ue ,;tand
ing up to their jobs is proving to the Minis
ter. th0 Government, the Opposition, and to 
the people that the scheme is worth while. 
Hon. members are aware of the sr"lcndicl 
wmk of Canon Garland in connection with 
placing- !JOys on the land. They are n.lso 
aware of the work of Mr. Holmes. of the 
Immigration Department. \Ye know what 
His Grace Archbishop Duhig thinks on 
~chemes of this sort. In the " Courier-J\Iail" 
of 12th l\1arch of the current vear he is 
n'ported as follows :- · 

" BoYS SnocLD Go ox LAxD. 

"WILL )IAKE J.'.!E~ OF THE)[. 

"Appealing in St. Stephen's Cathedral 
yesterday for support of the work of 
tl1c con11nittec putting boys on the land, 
.\rchbishop Dnbig said they would be 
glad to HlPet parents and boy~. He had 
1nany reqnc~ts fron1 persons '''ho wanted 
farm bovs. Even if a bov did not 
LcconH' a~ farmer. it \Vas a gfcat oppor
tunih to get into the country. in healthy 
condit-ions: it would rnake a rnan of 
him. The .committee could vouch for the 
homes to which the bo~·s would be sent. 

" It was good for a boy to learn ho-..v 
to rough it, as the early colonists had 
had to do. and those who had settled 
more recently had made good. It was 
better than knocking about the city in 
idleness. His Grace hoped mother,, would 
encourage bo~·s to go on the land, vvhere 
they mig·ht look the future in the face, 
and bccon1e ·worth:,· men." 

The Secretary for Agriculture last evening 
rt>ad quite a sheaf of letters received from 
satisfied boys and employers. One letter, 
howon'r, evidently eocaped his notice. This 
was published in the Brisbane press of 3rd 
September last, and is from a satisfied anrl 
grateful parent-John Long. South Brisbane 
-who write" to the " Courier-Mail " as 
follow':-

"Sir,-
" This time last ·:car mv bov became 

unernnloved. I to~ld bin;, ' t;t, Lucia 
farm- tr~ining school for you. and then 
on the land; no 6s. tucker oue week and 
13s. next week \vhen there is better 
offering !' 

"The boy objected, but he went to 
St. Lucia-and was sorry to leave when 
he took train on 7th M a v last for a 
sheep station. His weekly ·letters to m<' 
indicate that I was quite right. If 
Jmrents want any more safeguards for 
their sons' welfare, and the chance of a 
sound living, they must be hare! to please. 
My thanks to those responsible in start
ing St. Lucia school." 

lf!I r. Williams.] 
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Finallv. we need only refer to the report 
of the' Public Service Commissioner for the 
present year. l\1r. Story says that the need 
for soh·ing the problem of the drift to the 
city and the necessity for balancing or adju8t~ 
ing conditions as between town and country 
needs ernphasising, and concludes by saying-

" The time seems opportune to investi
gate, the possibilities of linking Gatton 
College more closely with city schools, 
and particularly with the industrial and 
sheep and wool sections of the Central 
Tee hr:ical College, and thus to try to 
develop a country sense in some of the 
city youth. The St. Lucia-Moggill farm 
school might also be woven into the 
schen1e." 

That statement comes from a man who knows 
what he is talking about, and who probably 
has studied these problems more closely 
than 90 per cent. of the me m hers in this 
Committee. In reply to a letter congratu· 
lating him on the splendid report that he 
had issued to Parliament for the present 
year, he wrote to me in the following 
tenns :-

" I thank you very much for the 
kindly sentiments concerning my annual 
repo:·t expressed in your letter of 1st 
instant. It is graceful acknowledgements 
of the kind which encourage one t':l keep 
on persevering in face of Yery great 
cl ifficulties. 

".The broad question of em· 
rloyment seems· to me one of most 
perpl"exing which we have to face, 
it should be faced resolutely-ev0n 
son1e sweeping changes are involYed. )' 

The problem is being or on the way to being 
solved by the establishment of a training 
school Sllch as is St. Lucin.. \\'hi!e members 
of the Opposition, and perhaps one or two 
111en1bers on the GoYerninent benche~, 
not see eye to eye with the scheme, still 
is a step in the right direction. It is achicv· 
ing something; and, in any 
all familar with the old maxim, " 
attempted is something done." 

In conclusion, I trust hon. members oppo· 
site will accept the invitation extended to 
them by the Minister to visit the institution 
at St. ~Lucia. I was astonished to hear 
that only one member of the Opposition, so 
far as the lV1inister \Vas aware, had ::;een fit 
to Yisit that training farm to see vvhat was 
going on. That was the hon. member for 
Toowong, and I understand that he visited 
St. Lucia onlv on the dav when it was 
opened and when there would be no oppor· 
tunity of seeing 1vhat was being accom~ 
plished. I hope that hon. members opposite 
will accept the invitation of the Minister 
in the spirit in which it is given, and that 
they will visit St. Lucia to see just what is 
being done there. It is a disgrace and 
probably a crying- shame that hon. members 
opposite should be prepared to criticise the 
activities of the St. Lucia training farm 
when they have not even had the decency to 
visit the place to ascertain what is being 
done. Before hon. members opposite seek 
to criticise this institution they should, at 
least, visit the place and so be able to speak 
with first.hand knowledge. I hope that the 
St. Lucia training farm will be continued 
bv the Government to carry out its excellent 
,:ork. I believe that excellent work is being 
carried out. otherwise I should be the first 
to remind the Minister that time and money 
were being wasted at this place. 

[Jlr. Williams. 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [1L3 a.m.]: It was 
not my intention to speak on this vote but 
I deem it necessary to correct some of the 
wrong impressions that have been conveyed 
b:v th_e hon. _member for Port Curtis. J udg
mg trom lns remarks, one would conclude 
that every member sitting in opposition was 
oppose.d to a scheme for the training of 
boys in farm work, but nothing is further 
from our minds. I definitely assert that 
there was no need for the establishment ·of 
the St. Lucia training farm. All the boys 
that were required for farms were being 
efficiently trained at the Riverview farm 
school, and the efforts of the organisation 
responsible for this work received the general 
approbation of the farmers who took the 
boys into their service. However, the St. 
Lucia training farm was established, suffi
cient boys could not be obtained, and the 
Rn·erview school was emptied. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: St. Lucia 
has always been full. 

Mr. KENNY: There were applications 
after applications for bovs from the River
Yiew school, and on one occasion I was told 
by the Riverview authorities that they had 
applications for thirty boys, but they were 
unable to provide even two in less than six 
weeks from that date. Thev asked me if 
the man in whom I was interested would wait 
a couple of months until they had had suffi. 
cient time to train the bovs in an efficient 
manner. If the Riverview s~hool was capable 
of training the boys in a competent manner, 
then there was no need to establish a similar 
institution under GoYemment control. I 
gathered from the farmers who have 
employed the St. Lucia boys that the con
"'nsus of opinion amongst them is that the 
Uiverview bovs were far more efficientlv 
tmined. " " 

~Ir. LLEWELYN: Can you give specific 
instances? 

Mr. KENNY: I could do so, but I cannot 
refer to them j L!St now. On every occasion 
that priYatc enterprise is able tci establish 
an efficient institution the Government deem 
it their duty to meddle in similar affairs. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: Do vou call the Salva
tion Army private enterp;ise? 

. Mr. KE~NY: The Salvation Army was 
carrying out a vory excellent service at 
Ri yervicw in providing an efficient type of 
boys, who won the approval of the farmers 
who took them into employment, and in 
view of that fact there was no need to 
indulge in further Government expenditure 
in the establishment of a similar institution 
at St. Lucia. It is well known that once the 
Government commence to meddle in affairs 
like this a new department of State is 
quickly established. Last year it was not 
necessary to appropriate even the £1,000 
that is deemed to be necessary for the St. 
Lueia training school this year, and if we 
are to follow the example of the last Beer
burrum settlement it may be necessary to 
provide, perhaps, £3,000 next year, and then 
not obtain efficiency. This year no vote is 
required for the Beerburrum settlement, 
because it proved to be a failure ; may we 
not reach a similar stage in connection with 
the St. Lucia scheme? If the Riverview 
school had been allowed to continue to supply 
efficient boys for farm work all the requi:r:e
mt-nts of the State would have been satis
fied. My only objection to the St. Lucia 
school is that, prior to its establishment, an 
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·efficient school was providing this very 
important service. If the Government can 
Pstablish the fact that it is able to provide 
this sen·icc better than any other institution, 
then something is to be said in their favour, 
but I definitclv assert that the Government 
arc not providing this service more ellicientlv 
than the Rivonic;v school did in the past. · 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [11.5 a.m.]: The 
problem of training youths for any trade or 
profession is an all-important one, and it is 
not to be expcctccl that boys who arc tra,incd 
in an agricultural school will all be excel· 
lPnt fan11ers. Fanning to-day is a scientific 
Pndert1king, and it is necessary for boys 
to have years of training in the various 
phases of agriculture. 0£ course I recognise 
that the objective of the St. Lucia, training 
Lt nn i~ to giYe the boys an elCinentary 
rom·;e in agriculture, so that from that 
inst itntion thcv J1la v be draftc.d to farnlS to 
engage in its 'Pract~cal 11ursuit. It rnust bo 
remembered that in almost evcrv trade or 
calling it is necc··::-ary that 1c1r1lcrs should 
sern: a.n apprenticeship pcl'ioJ cxtendi11g 
over a tnunbcr of vears. In al] rural indu;-:;
trics a systern of ar}prt'ntice<o:hip to r('Cognisecl 
azriculturists should be dcYised in order that 
l Oy:< ma.y receive training in agriculture to 
lit rhcm ultimately to take up farms of their 
OiYn. Iu rnau,v country districts to-day there 
nr:, fanners who take a.n inten~c~t in training 
boys, but in numbers of instances tbc bovs 
nn' j crst put on the farms and told to milk 
or do other clntie~ \vithout hcing shO\Vll the 
proper way to do so. Conscqurntl::,\ 1nan~· 
Uovs at the end of their sorYice are not as 
"n-1cicnt farm \Vorkers or agriculturists a.s 
they might be. The Minister may be able 
to deYice a scheme of apprenticeship in 
fa,nuing ''hereby boys can be placed with 
sclectLd farmers and thus follow up tlw 
tr:=tining they recciYe at St. Lucia. This 
would fit them to become competent agricul-
1 urists. The training of yonths is a big oue. 
f!nd no one envies any person that job. It 
;, one of the problems facin~~: the civilised 
world, aml means should be devised whereby 
our industries can assirniliate the gro\Ying 
youth Attcrnpts arc being rnade at St. 
Lucia to train a limited number of bo,.·s, It 
has not been my pri,-ilege to visit that 
training- fann, but I have visited the Yee
,·ongpili~· Animal Heaith Station. From my 
DlJ:-.'n atinll:'l it is possible that boys bein~ 
trained at St. Lucia can at that station 
acquire some little scientific knowledge of 
5tock which is a necessary adjunct to then 
training in agriculture. It is our duty to 
rf,cognise that it is all important to train 
vonths to enter the f1eld of agriculture just 
us YOCJths arc trained to enter other call
ill2";. \Ye should be better emplo::cd find
ing mcm1s of appeenticing boys to practical 
nlen on the land who have been succe~sfuL 
so that the0• could obtain that pradical 
knowi(•dge which is an important factor in 
their ultimate succe>S. 

:\lr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enourm·a) [11.10 
run.] I shoulcl not ha,·c r"en to cont11mc> 
this debate but for the speeches of the hon, 
member for Cunningham and other hon. 
tnen1bers sitting vvith hirn \dlo haYC endeaY· 
oured to JWOYO that !he GoYernment com· 
mitted a blnnde1· in opening the St. LLlcia 
trnining farn1 for boys, and their agitation 
for tlw closing- of the school. The row con
nected with the expenditure of a thousand 
or two by the GovernnlC'nt on a project ot 
rural educatlon i::; not '.\·orthy of consid0ra-

tion. ~\frcr all. Australia as a nation is 
not fa•. ·d with problonB a,s acute as those of 
oldt'l' c ountrics. I ha\'8 iu n1y hand a copy 
of the September issue of the " Graphic," 
\vhich contains an article on cn1ergency edu
cation. It deals very effectively with the 
expenditure of huge sums of money on pro
wets euch as the Government haYe under
r1i<en at St. Lucia. vVc have not expended 
the :;urn we should have expended on the 
education of our bovs after thcv haYe loft 
;ehool, a,ncl thns we ·have depriv.ed them ol 
an erl.ncation ncCC'.S3Ftry to rnakc then1 an 
:l'·'et in the life of the nation. The article 
i, ,.,,,.,. eclif0·ing. In the United States of 
_\!lwrica to-da v 18,000 teachers and 500,000 
··nlu>; llll'll and \\'OllL~l1 arc receiving erncr~ 
genr·· Pduc:-:.tion. 'rhc expenditure on that 
"rrau;in~" io 2.000,000 dollars a. month. Yet 
so-callPd represcutaiivcs of the fanners and 
1;f the people on the Opposition beEches are 
T\ orrying ::1 bout the expenditure of an odd 
£LOOO a year. 

lVIr. GoDFREY 1\IoRGA~ : \Ye are not; we 
:-;a.v that the nrOllCV c·otd(l Oc .s.pcr::t l:Pttlir 
1E other direction::.:.~ 

Mr. l;, C. TAYLOR: To-day '"o are doing 
\vhat \H."' ::.hould do; in fact, if n1oney Vi ere 
antilable \vithout an increase in taxation the 
Uovernn1t-nt could emLark on a few n1ore 
project'-. ~uch ·, ~ are illustrated in the Inaga
zinc I hr1vc in 1nv hand. In addition TO 
rural t••a('her:-; goi~ng to tl1e country and 
l'Ul'.~l college~. Aiueric-..tu Govprnlncnt;- haYe 
c!a'l~e~ wiH're such subjects as plant breeding: 
<·ulti~:atio!l of nev whcats, and handicraft 
~~:vork nre tauL,ht. _\ftcr all. if the American 
roopl<' can pt~t 2.000,000 dollars n month into 
the education of the young peop]c of that 
country at a tin1c when thev need it mo3t, 
then. ;m·eh·. tho Go;-ernment' of a State like 
Queen:-:land can 1nake assets for the Aus
traii::rn r:ation at a co:-i of £1,000 01· £2.000 
a year ·withoLlt having a tirade of ovposition 
raised against thcrn! 

Mr. tJonFREY MoHGA~: \Ye supply 
An1erica with tb.at money. 

Mr. i;. C. 'LI.YLOR: \Ye do not. 1 
!,eJic,·e titH t if theY had a ,-is ion that would 
<'lla\ 'l0 thelll to lo~k to the future, the vre
~f r:_t Fh-1era 1 GoYernnlent. tlH~ vrototypcs of 
hem. n1en1bPrs -who sit op]JOsitc, would put a 
little more of the finauces of the nation into 
tfw e(lucation of tht' :yonnger generation from 
fourte( n io t \Venty-one years of age. After 

ll, i." it not a tragedy to see young boYS 
and know that thPv haYC not a chance when 
th''" leaYc -chool. and that thev are 
i1PJ;roaching- tlwir manhood without that 
chance: 

Mr. {;ODFHEY :\lORGAX: vVhv don't YOU do 
~onu:thin~t ·: \"ou arc the GOvcrntnerlt. 

:vir. G. C. TA YLOR: The Uovernnw11t 
~trc d~ing \\·hat they can. and because the 
1.:.::--.uc I" lC'CP":-ful. 'hon. n1e1nbers opposite 
deride it aacl trrat it as a joke. 

:\Ir. (;rmFREY :\IoRGAX: All GoYermnents 
sav the, arp doing the best they CctlL 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOH: Those arc facts, 
and g·o to show that \YC are not in au:v way 
nt'glPctlng the job, and that the Departn1ent 
of Ag-riculture is carrying out its portion of 
training 01n· youths. so far as the financo at 
it' disposal will permit. If I had m: way. 
indu~try it:Self would provide a little 1nore 
thew it doe.' 1owards the educatiol! of the 
voutit..; \'i:ho have to carry on induf'try in 
future. 

Mr. G. C. Taylor.] 
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:V1r. BEDFORD (W.arrcgo) [11.15 a.m.]: 
The action of the Government in opening 
this St. Lucia training farm is an excellent 
attempt to deal with one of the most awful 
problems with which the world has ever been 
··onfrm,ted-tlmt vou have thousands of bovs 
"il the world 0\'8.1' growing up out of scho'Ol 
age and with apparently no future. In 
England it is a fact that children have grown 
up on the dole, manied on the dole and 
ad1ieved children and radio sets 0;1 the 
dole. In America. a countrv where the work 
of the nation is ;lOt so coi'npletelv done as 
i~ i~ 111 England, where to a la;ge extent 
tlw.v have dug· up their coal and iron and 
must llOW largely depend on other c:;ountries 
for those ravr n1aterials of rnanufacture-in 
:1\.nJcrica., dc~pite a greater number of open
n.lgs thp~·e than exist. in any part of Europe, 
r iwv stJ!l ha vc the problem not onlv of 
thousands but oi hundreds of thousands of 
boys and girls without any possible occupa· 
t~ou. 111 n1~ny cas{'~ swanning the country
:-:Idc bcconHng potential cri1ninals and, at 
auy rate, headed for ruin of son1c ~ort or 
other. 

Iu cstallli~hing this training fann the Go
,·crrmwnt have clone an excellent little thinrr 
in ~eek}ng to _:;;~lYe a. very big problem. But 
tl1eu t11e po.sltlon naturallv comes back to 
this: These boys are to 'be us('d as thev 
~row up for further production in primary 
mrlustnr"s. On tl1c other hand. the national 
Cuf'torner, the cnston1er to whi.ch we ~houl.J 
look by rea.:-;on of our own sacrif-ice for it 
~nd our tremendously great preference for 
It, 1s preaclnng n'striction. Supposing "ou 
do educate these bovs arrriculturallv ":hat 
posci~ilti,v is there ,;f th~ir being e;1gag~cl 
m gamful emplovment while we still depend 
on OY.ersea nl:;trkets for the greate:5t coll
F';'l11Ptwn of prnnary products? It is utterlv 
nrl1cnlous to say that anything has been done' 
f_or ..:-\u~traha c·onuncnsurate ·with the sacri
fices Australia has made for Empire. The 
~uggt<.stlon ·was 1nade he-re the otJ1cr dav 
t lwt ~ritain was looking so well afte~· 
Austrahan producers that she cut the exports 
h:om Argentma by 10 per cent. The amount 
O!, foreign. Ill Cat introduced into the united 
Kwgdom m 1932 ,va,, valued at £73,000,00C. 
Ho\\ nmch of that did Australia ever supply? 
Consrd<>nng that tl!e bYe cattle imported 
fro•n Argelltma had a Yalue of £13.~n.OGJ. 
and tll(' droppi.ng from Argentina of 10 
ceH .. wlwt doe' that leave t.o "\u,tt·,dia 

:\lr. R l'SSELL: Thirty·five per cent. on 
frozen beef. 

:\Ir. BEDFORD: But 10 per cent. on the 
other stuff, 35 per cent. on frozen beef 
valued . at £78,000,000 !_ _Does that bring 
Austraha anywhere \nthm coo-ce of the 
measure of preferencE' she should get., 

:Mr. RrSSELL: There is no n·,,triction on 
Auf'.tralia. 

_?.lr. BEDFORD: The hon. member talked 
<hfferc'ntl,, the other day when the press 
was not h~r?. 0~1e cannot argue jn faYour 
of A ustraha s pnmary or f::eronclary indus
tries, one cannot demand that 'Britain 
should giye this country a fair deal without 
some fool roaring " Dislo' altv " ! If there 
is one thing that appears 'rnor'e plainlv than 
any other it is the fact that these ·people 
who are worried about their loyaltv to 
Britain arc damned disloyal to Aust1:alia. 
iYe have now the position that not only 
<:re our boys unable to seek an outlet in the 

[lllr. Beclfm·d. 

prirnary industri(?S, which depend so 1nuch 
(ill exports; we ha Ye also the fact during 
the' last two clays, in order to keep a few 
hour~' more life in their rniserable legisla
tive bodies, there has been a coalition of 
two great enemies, wl1o have decided to 
wipe out all differences between tbe Country 
Party and the 'Cnited Australian Party
to wipe thern out as long as the;\T can get 
an opportunity of getting place and payment 
for 11ortfolio,:-. Australia has no chance in 
the 'econdan industries with that kind of 
Government . prepared to throw acl tariffs 
overboard or weaken them so much that 
mannf>Lcturcrs in Australia will get a seri
cms setback. So no\v it is not onlv in the 
primary industries that the Austraiian boy 
ha:-; no future; it is also in the secondary 
industries. The Australian bov \\·ill not 
haYe anv future till a fair deal is insisted 
Oll with- the people with whom \\e deal 
uycrseas. This loj alty goes to such an 
extent that the hon. member for Hamilton 
said the otltCI' day~-

:\Ir. RcSSELL: That \Wts confidential. 

Mr. BEDFORD: The hon. member for 
Hamilton Is not confidential. He said 
the other clay that Japan bought wool 
fron1 us mdy hl~causc 1'"he wanted it, aud 
Brltain buYs wool fron1 us becau:-3c shP loves 
11.", and 1~ot because she use~ the wool! 
There never was a. countrv that bought 
anything from an:- bad,, unless it »anted it. 
The main tiring is that it doe' not buy 
Pnough in con1pari~on with the trcinCIHlous 
trnclP preference we giYP it. ~.\.ustralia can 
J!C\'er get a fair deal till it pulls this pre
fercuce out. She 1~ uot getting a fair dral 
and largely lrccause of it her sons have little 
fntnl'c in eith('r her pr1niary or secondary 
industries. 

:\lr. GODFREY :'llORGAX (Jluri/lu) 
lll.22 a.m.]: In regard to the question of 
rc:-;triction to which the' hou. rncrnber has 
refprred. :-.o far a,, OllP can see Australia 
haR restricted tile importation of rnanufac
tnred goccls from Great. Britain and Great 
Britain has adopted a simi:ar policy as 
far as our prin1ar,v 1)roduets arc cone:e~'nccl. 
Great Britaiu hus adopted a policy of 
re~tricting the iruport of primary products 
IYith a Yiew to assisting h0r primary indus
trif'"', which haYe bt:cn Iu•gloctcd for gcnPra
tlons. For many generations Great Britain 
prcfprred to sell manufactured goods to the 
nations of the world. Those nations are 
cndea.youring to make themselYes self-con· 
tained. with the result that the British 
llHHkct for Inanufacturcd goods throughout 
the world has shrunk considerably, and 
Great Britain considers it advisable and 
justifiable to assist het' primary producers. 
In assisting her prin1ary producers she, up 
to the present moment, has not restricted 
the imports of primary produce from 
Australia. 

:\1r. BEDFORD: They arc proposing to do 
~0. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAK: They arc 
proposing to -do so in certain respects, but 
up to the present moment they have not 
done so. If we continue to restrict the 
imports of manufactured goods from Great 
Britain that country is perfectly justified in 
restricting the imports of primary products 
from Australia. 

1\Ir. BEDFORD: Let them take off the pre
ference and give eYerybody an open go. 
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Mr. GODFREY MORGAK: The hotL 
mcrnbcr who has just rcsurncd his scat con~ 
siders that Great Britain should be con
tinually svoonfoeding Australia. She has 
done this. If it were not for the fact that 
\Ye htid Great Britain and her markets Aus
tralia would not be in the position she is 
to-day. All Australian Go,·ernment, for 
genel:atjons have borro\Ycd n1oncy from her. 
v\" 0 need not have borrowed from her, unlo" 
we de-sired. The money lenders were pre
pared to lend us the n1oncY. and in rnanv 
cases >Ye went cap in ha.tid and obtained 
loans from Great Britain with a view to 
developing Australia. v\" e havP clevclopc cl 
Au~tralia with that rnoney and IHnv, ow1ng 
t.o the fact that Great Britain is desirous 
of recci dng interest on those ]oans and also 
,;1. rctnrn of capital. hon. rn('lllbers opposite 
.-eem to think that Great Britain is treating 
Anstra1ia. in a harsh n1an11er. ·y'\,.. c know 
perfectly well what we owe to the market 
of Great. Britain. I shall not sav it is onr 
nnly n1arket. because we l1avc th'C J avanc:-)o 
market for >Yool and wheat. Japan has Qceh 
.a. \Yonderfnl purchaser of Australian wheat. 
an..l ohc has helped us accordingly. She 
l1<1s al:::o been an extraordinarily good pur~ 
ehaspr of Australian \Voo1; if it vvere not 
for th(~ J a]Jane::-:n 1narket An::;tralia. \vould 
be in a rnnch \vorsc position than .she \\a~ 
in 1929-30 at the depth of the dcprtssion. 
\Ye ha.-e to recognise that Great Britain 
ll1a\~ rcta1iate against anvthin(J" VYT' m.av do 
arnl could rcta.linJe agalrlst us

0 

to a grCatPr 
degree than we could against her. As has 
'!ready been sta tcd, we cannot expect to 

haYe only onc-\;va.v traffic bet\vccn Austra.lia 
~nd (Jreat. Britain. 

The TEl\IPORARY CHAIRMAX: Order: 
The hon. rnernbcr has exhausted the tin1c 
a 1iowcd lJinl under the Standiug Orders. 

Mr. RCSSELL (Hamilton) r11.26 a.n1.]: 
I _had no int.f'ution of ~1waking again on 
tIns matter, but I cannot allow this oppor
tqnity to pass without replying to the 
<eharge of the hou. member for vVarrego 
that I ~11oke in one sens+:- on Monclav last 
.and in another to-dav. I ".1s nnde"r the 
impres,ion that anythi~g said at the meeting 
on :\lonclay last was confidential. and up to 
the vrescnt I hayc not referred to it in a.nY 
shape or forn1. I an1 l10\V going to sa~' 
to-day what I said to hon. members on 
that oc asion. The hon. member for vVar
rcgo has exhibited no great loYe for the 
British, and all his speeches are tinctmed 
<c ith Yenom. Let us realise the position 
preYailing elsewhere. The hon. member for 
1\'arrego, in supporting this Yote-or oppos
ing the Yotc because he saYs there i.s no 
hope for our boys' in eithc;. seconda.rv or 
priniary industries-hn s interwoven jnt.~ his 
Bpecch so1ne reference to 1nv staten1ent 
n!ganli1~g .rch;t~·iction. I mu tot~ally oppo~od 
to. restnctl<?u 111 any ;:;hnpe or fonn, and l 
th!llk th!tt IS the current belief in Arbtrct!ia. 

The TEl\1PORARY CIL\IR:VIAN: Order·: 
The hon. member is not entitkcl to discuss 
that matter on this vote unless he can in 
son1o VYd.:v connect his remarks with the E5ub
ject of the vote. 

:ur. RUSSELL: Mr. King, I will connect 
m:· remarks with the qoys at the St. Lucia 
training fann in the .sarne wa.y as was done 
by the hon. member for V\Tarreg-o. I have 
been mentioned, and I claim the right to 

,.,,1,1.:· to statements made by the hon. mem
ber for \Varrego. 

A Gonm10TE~T ME:IIBER: It i, out of order. 

l\lr. RUSSELL: Of course it is in order. 
The hon. member referred to a meeting of 
a. confidential nature. Great Britain has 
not imposed any restridion on the importa
tion of our moat or butter, but she may do 
so. t\hc has in1poscd a rostrirtion on~ the 
irnportation of frozen rncat from Argentina. 
The .statement I made was this: that we 
had to face thr~ jsstw next venr after the 
expiration of the Ottawa AgTf'CI11l'llt., and 
we shoul-d endeavour to rnake a fresh agrec
tnent \\·ith Great Britain in regard to a 
tllarket for onr goods. Our c.~.sc j:,:; a good 
one. for srycral reasons. \re are of British 
de--cent. \Ye ha vc~ rnet our conltnitinent ,, ~o 
far: """ !laY(' never ddault1>el. And lmo\\·
ing that in Grc·,\t Britain there i-~ a large 
.. ection of p('ovlc• who have iHYestn1cuts in 
. .Argc11tina and other foreign countrie", and 
knowing that they "-ill m:dn) every effort 
t8 preYent any further restrictiou being 
phH cd on the irr1portatio!ls fron1 foreign 
countries, in order that thPir interest on 
these> investments will not be jeopardised 
bv interference with trade. \Ye 1nust face 
tl1e- position. Our case i~ good. and v.~e 
haYe in our favour the argurncnts I han~ 
outlined. and, \vhat is n1ore irnportant. \YP 

haye the scntin1ent. of the British peopl£' 
tlwn1sclves in our favour. \\'p should 
exploit that sentiment to the full; I believe 
wA :-hall be able to rnake an agrcerncnt 
equal to if not better· than the Ottu wa 
Agrecn1ent. 

\Ye as Austndian:5 cannot take into con
~idrration the fact tha1 large ~LUll~ of 
British capital have bceu invc:c-ted rn 
.Argentina. and other foreign countrif'~. 
This n1oney has hePn invC';;;ted for gain. 
and rnust not be takru into con~idcration 
whrn we seck to boo::;t our own i nt-erc:o;t:":. 

Tlw TEMPORARY ('HAIRMA:'\: Order' 
I a•k the hon. m•!mber to connect hi> remarL 
y,·irh the yot:c> uudt'l' di~cu..;::;ion. 

:,fr. RCSSELL: I am rPplving to the 
hon. nlentLH:r for \Yarrcgo. I reallv cL.till1 

the right to reply to hi~ :-ta1en10nt. and I 
do Hot think that T ohonlcl be sat do\\lJ. 
\Ye cannot allow 1 lw hnn. mcmbnr for 
\Varrcgo to rnakP ~uch star.culents without 
eo me rcpl 0•. Ile stated 1 hat I made 
difl"l'rcnt statcinPnt ro-rluv fl·orn that which 
I made on 31J onday. I arl1 raaking the ~an1e 
~taterr1ent to-claY as I rnado on 1.\ionrlav, 
despite the fact" that the meeting on :Motl
dav was of a confidential nature. \Ye cannot" 
tal<e into consideration thn fact that so much 
Briti~h n1onev ha.-; hPC>n inYcsted in the 
Argentina. rJ~he private jnvPstor C"l!lllOt Le 
con~idcred in this fight that we rnust put up 
in our own int~rests. I believe that \YC eau 
put up a ~,ound rase, and proYided we play 
the game aad do not expect cn~rything to 
come our own \Ya.V, I arn satisiiPd that an 
agrec~tnent can be~ n1adc that '"ill be ~atis· 
factor,- to all concemed. 

1\Tr. PL"CNKET'l' (.-1/1,, rt) [11.33 u..m.J: 
I lt<1\·e no objection to the expenditure of 
£1.000 m· £2.000 for llw purpose of educat
ing bo~-.:l who are inclined to go upon the 
land. In the~P da?:. of scientific productjon 
it i~ irnpcratiYe that the future farn1c·r:;; of 
this State should be thoroughly educated in 
all rnoclcrn forms of prirnar.v productio11. 
The Govcrnnwnt need fea1·· no c6t.icism frorn 
me of their action in opending £1,000 or 

}Jr. Plnnkett.] 
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£2/' ~~0 in proYiding agricultural t:ducntion, 
bL·cnn~e I real1~e that it is necessarv to do 
EOIIJc·thing in this direction. ~ 

l "\Ya~ rather a:-::tonHded at tbe iruprc..::-.:ion:-; 
conYey(:d by hon. rnelnber,, O}Jpo:-:HL', 1.vho 
~'-'Hned to infe1·, like ::-o nJallY other people 
in Qm·0 LC·land, that all a J]oy had to do 
\Ya" to go on to the land an~l hi~ fol'tune 
\Ya~ uwde. J uf't con;;;idcr for a rJ10lllCllt th0 
1inatlcia~ and ,,ocjal po~itiou of 1nnn:. }'<'r;plc 
cugi1gPd on the Land to-fht~· : -\Yherc tht.> 
lnad\.C't:-:. for their prodtlce. It ha~ .::en 
f-tatt·c1 that tbi..: fa n::.wrs do 110t lHty an 
adequate \Yagc, but the onh wh· 
the!· do 110t pay a better "\n~ge bc·c::tn~~? 
they cannot afford to do so. and thE"v , '11lllot 

afford to do so because theY are nl1ablc· t.o 
obtnin a ~nfficlcnt price for' their rrocluct:-'. 
It i~ all mooushinc for hon. 1HCn1bPrS 
uppo,itc to suggc't that once a lac! is placc•d 
on th(' land his fortune js n1ade. In HlY 
opinion tht1 l'e are better DH1 thod:-; of t1·ai1;
i11g boys in the prar·tice of agriculture than 
~Pnding them to the St. Lucia Trhining 
Fann. Bl.lr jn rnincL I haYe 110 obiectioll 
to the St. Lucia srhc•n1c. Lccan--f' I ~r,·a1i~e 
th"t if it does not proYidc a hig·hlv efficiellt 
"cnic,, it will at least indicate '-to' the com
Uluuity rhat the G(n"errnnent are seized of 
thl'. in1portarH E~ of trai11ing onr youth~ in 
a~tnrultural pursuits, and that the YPlHUrL' 

i:-:. wc 1l worth an expenditure of £1,000 or 
£2.0'lc. 

0PPOSITIOK :11E1IBEHS: Hear, hear : 

::.Ir. PLCI\KETT: I ,,.-ant to i"''c the 
\\·:1rning thClt 'n~ :;;bould not n1l~lead our
~ch-e::.:, a_nd _we should not rni~Jead th(' people 
1nto belH.'Ylng that prosppritv i~ a~:-:;urcd to 
the Loy_- once they eau find ~a. place on the 
!a11d. 

}Jr. G. c_ T.\YLOR: \Yho said that-

~lr. Env,-ARDF': ·You said it a dozen tirnc~. 

. }lr. G. C. T_\YLOR: Yon should get a die
t IOlHU';v Lcfure you COlDlllC'IH'C to nllsiHtcrpret 
(he .<..:.tatcrncnts nu1do frorn this :-.iJ.e of the 
('h,ml,cr. 

~lr. PLt-~\Tl{ETT: do Lot '':tut t.o 
nrgne the point with the(~e Queen 
farnH'l'S '.dlO kno\Y JJoihln~r aLont 11le 
jr·ct. bnt indulge in talk about it Int->n.•Jv for 
ru.b:i~ity put·poses and \':ith the huy;c of 
detuchng t~w people iuto bdicYing th::.J."(, 1hL'y 
arc the ftwucls of the fanners. 

}lr. BEDFORD: Do the fric·nds of the 
fanucr:3 liYe in bnJtl•r factoric~ ·: 

}h. PLCXKETT · You nccJ ,;ot bo 
afn:id that I :11n go1ng to ~ay 
<<ga.lll'"~t Grc lt Britain. You arc d1 
biasPd that countrY. \-ou 
tJ'e>nH'r:duus in cun~nf'ctiou 
o-callcd inju;';tic·e"- nlctc•d out to thi~ coumr:· 

h.;; Gn :1t Britain. 

Tire TE::.IPORARY l'JL\IR~L\X: Order; 
T c:-1: ""lH~ lw!L lnCJulwr to achh·:·~s tnn (L...;.ir. 

~\!r. PLlT:XE::ETT: l ~hou1d likP fo ohev 
.\'Oill' rtdii!g, :\Il'. King, but I <tm uo;::, goiL<g. 
11.1 c:lkw tltc:-;e things to L(' n:l' 
\\·irh( lH omc- protc.;.,t. T'he prc-
duc·(·rs in thi." cotlnh·,- v:crk }u-nder th:111 anv 
other se _hem of t·lw conJniun>"\·_ TlH ~ 
a->~cnnc :-'TC'<Jt:->r r0.:.potvihiliti(;..;; than .1J. 

oth(·r :.:ection~ tlH':. ~nff( r the greatc,"t r":buff;, 
and dw~v l'l'C'ein~ t,}Je lL'H:'it reward::; for tll('ir 
dl'orn. I defY at13'body to contradict that 

\Yiwt has been doue to assist the people 
1 n the countr::? Tho bulk of the legisla-

[Mr. Plunkett. 

tiou that is passed throughout the States 
of the Cornrnonwcalth is pabsed in the 
intere,ts of the people in the city, and it 
had rho dfect of 8criously interfering with 
~uccessful occupations in tho country. To 
rny way of thinking the legislation that has 
lJC<'ll passed has in the 1nain been '\Tong. 
How ofien are \Ye told that the real wealth 
of thP c·onntry is producPd fron1 tht~ soil·: 
But immediately further reYcnue is required 
for purposes of State the people to bo 
penalised .arc t}w very producers of the real 
wealth of the State! It must be arlmitted 
tlPtt life in the citv is n1ore attractiYe than 
Jife in tho countrv". llovv· can we convince 
uLir boys that it is to their adYantage to go 
ir:1o th' isolation of the country when they 
nl'gcntly desire to 1ningle in the exciting 
,;d.rnospllere of the city \Yith its races, 
jJictul·cs, and football clubs? In rny opinion, 
,-. ~u er: nnot blauw thcn1 for de~i1·iug to get 
po~itious iu ilw cit,y. That attitude 1nu~t 
be brokc•n do\Yll befon' you can get people, 
train thPrn as you will, to stop in isolatf;d 
parts of this State in order to make a !iYing. 
::luppose we find a boy whose heart and son! 
are jn prirnal'v production, and he i~ trained 
and rnade efficient, and ultirnatcly goes out 
ihto tl1c (•ountr:r", \Yhcre he stays because he
likes th<' life on the land. If that bov desires 
to L'lllbark on the land on his own account,, 

n son1Pbody n1u~t vrovlde hin1 with at 
£2.000 in order that he mav secure a 

piece of land ancl the necessary ~equipn1er1t 
to enable him to carrv on. \Yhat is the use 
of telling boys that, if they are educated 
thev can go out on the larHl, un],.,, t!:r•y haYc 
~mnemw to financ; thcrn? Thev ha Ye 110 
opportunit:v except a~ £ann labo"urer ,,, and 
tl1e farrner, bc~causc of hnv prices and cxce~
:-;ivc taxation, cannot afford to pay the!n 
nlOl'C than £1 or 30.5. a. \Yeek in a seasonal 
ocnpation. Yet we find members of the 
{3on'nnnent Party rr1aking the statcrnent 
t!Jat farrnpr·s do not pay decent \Y<tges, and 
1l<at they work their employees too long : 

I dirl not intend to speak on this vote. 
but I do not want t!Jc people to be misled 
into the bLlicf that all vou haYe to do is to 
ech~t:atp boys for a life· in the lountry and 
1 hat thPlr future ls secure. \Yhat form of 
production frmn the land to-dav enables US
to :-.,t:, to anyone desirous of g~oing on the 
la_ d "You \vill pro;;pcr for one year; you 

1ll pro"'pPr fnr t-wo vcrtr~: or vou will 
for ten Years?" V IIov;,r can ~,~'c sav to 
'' ho ar~ uo1v goiug ont on the JUud, 
are lO\\' no\v, but in ten Years theY 

bP Lf'ttcr ?" \Yhat encouragCn1ent ca;1 
-~ (' to an:, one to go out on the land? 
\\~ C' Ollly- to l'C'ali~e the rlo~Jtion of rua.ny 
Jl!l'D ellgagcd in the rural indu~tr:,- in ordcr
lfJ au~wcr the qU(':-:t.ion. ~1an:v of them arc 
c urying liabilities, and altlJOugh <ome of 
t 1-::.::rn rna~ uot be \vorking as efficiently as 
til(_'.'' should. the exi~ten('C of ]o\Y prjccs alone 
nJt•an~ that the:· can haYc no l1op•'ful out
leak in life for IrHlU'. vears to l mu e. An.' 
Lu·nrL·r L! rr_ying an ~YC'"rdraft tee! ay is in a 
:-( -·i(~lJ..; finnucial po ition. 

1 d(·~ii'e to crnpha.,i:-:c that tJJi~ thou>ttlld 
er t\\·o for tlw Rt. Lucia trninin~ L1nn for 
boy~ is a 1nrre bagatC'11e. I£ the :\Iini~tcr 
cor-rsiclers tlrat is the proper· m<'thod of 
nl,taining lads to go on the land, There 
,Jroulrl be no olrj('ctioll to it. Tlrc e boy,; 
wilJ haYe to be trained solne\~:here. Froru 
that J1oint of view I have uo objection to 
thi~ vote. 
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Mr. A::-.1::-.JA:'\D (East 1'oowoomba) r11.41 
a. m.]: I feel it incumbent on me t~ say 
something, if only to give the peo:(lle of 
the city of Brisbane in particular a different 
idea from that which was conveyed yester
day by members of the Government Party 
as to tbe conditions of the boy on the land. 
The hon. member for Normanby told a 
harrowing tale of a boy who had to go 
Dnt early n1orning after n1orning and get 
his feet wet. and through getting his feet 
wet ruined his boots and his trousers. I 
have come to the conclusion that if the 
Minister anxious to secure the confidence 

the in his training farm in order 
will send their boys there he 

restrain his followers, because 'they 
are certainly doing their yery best to put 
those mothers in such .a frame of mind that 
he will never get the boys to his school. 
I would draw the attention of the hon. 
member for Normanby to the fact that the 
people who to-day are looking for boys
and this is my own personal experience-are 
mostly those whose families have grown up 
and marned and acquired properties on their 
own account. Every one of those sons who 
\.VCTC reare·d on their pa.rents' dairy farrns 
have had to get their feet wet in order to 
make a success of life. 

Mr. FoLEY: I am not complaining about 
that. 

. Mr. ANNAND: Yester-day a most harrow
mg tale was told by the hon. member of a 
boy who got his boots and trousers wet and 
the hon. member asked, " How on 'earth 
<eould that boy keep himself in boots and 
trousers at £1 a week and keep?" 

Mr. FoLEY: Ten shillings a week and 
keep. 

Mr. ANN AND : Very well I shall take 
the hon. member's figure ot' 10s. a week, 
and would point out that in my own person.1l 
expenence 10s. a week in the country is 
equal to 30s. a week in the city. Hon. 
n~cmhers opposite are poisoning the minds 
<h the ~nothers and making them believe 
that thmr boys w1ll have no success in the 
country on acocunt of their wet boots and 
wet trousers at a wage which is equivalent 
to 30s. a week and keep in the city. But 
what . are the Government offering single 
n:en m the city? Thirteen shillings and 
sixpence one week and 6s. the next week ~ 
Fortunately, the Minister is doing the beBt 
he can to make the St. Luoia farm a success 
but unfortunately the remarks that emanated 
from the hon. member for Normanby and 
from other hon. members on the Government 
side are such that I wonder that anv 
mother in Brisbane, not knowing the genuine 
<'Onditions of the people on the land, woul-d 
lrke her bov to go into the country after 
listening to them. 

Mr. FoLEY: She should not allow her boy 
h> go out on 10s. a wee)5: under those condi
twns. 

Mr. ANN AND: The hon. member inter
jects that a boy should not be allowed to go 
out under those conditions at 10s. a week. 
I want to correct him and say 30s. a week 
?ecause that is the equivalent wage. What 
IS our State coming to that men should not 
be allowed to go out and get their feet wet 
at 5 o'clock in the morning? I say no more 
Mr. K_ing; I leave_it _to you. The thing i~ 
so nd1culous that 1t IS not worth speaking 
about, and it is unfortunate that the people 
of QuRensland, indeed the people of the 

world, '·'·bo read the remarks oi the hon. 
member, will come to the conclusion that 
Quecn'l!anders--etrong healthv virile boys
are too weak and too puny to "be allowed· out 
31t 5 o'clock in the morning to get their 
boots wet. 

SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo). [11.45 a. m.]: 

mtend to speak agam, but a few 
boon made this morning that 

to discuss. · 

The first question was raised l.Jv tho hon. 
mer~rber for Cook, who suggested' there was 
l!O JUstificatiOn for the establishment of the 
St. Lucia trainin(S farm, because an orga
msatiOn of a kmdred nature existed at 
H.i .. rerview. Surelv the hon. mernber knowB 
~hat Rin•niew is· totally unable to g·et the 
t1oy~ that are requ1red! 

ML KEx:-::Y: That is news to me. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Daring a long range of experience it has 
~~·er,' definitel;v unable to get these boys. 
L rH.\ er these clretunstances was It not obv1~ 
ously the duty of the Government to do 
sornc.;hing in the direction of training the 
boys. 

Mr. KENlo;Y: Could they cope with all those 
"h o were offering? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is not the real question. The number 
of boys . who. were offering was practically 
ml. R1verv1ew was never full and was 
always endea,·ouring to get bo~s. Time 
aftm time when I inquired into the question 
I always got the same report-that they 
could not get boys at Riverview. I admit 
that the Salnrtion Army did excellent work 
at Riverview, but I challenge the statement 

the hon. member that Riverview-trained 
more than favourably with 

at St. Lucia. Is it not remark
the hon. member, who cavils in 

way at the establishment of 
a Government agricultural educational 
facility in the vicinity of Brisbane is 
clamouring inside and outside this Cha,;,ber 
for the establishment of an agricultural 
organisation in North Queensland? 

Mr. KEX.\'Y: There is no comparison. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Then; never is ! If there is anything in the 
statement made so frequently by hon. mem
bers opposite in this debate that the St 
Lucia establishment-which stands for som~ 
rudimentary form of agricultural education 
-should be closed down and that we should 
not r-pend £1,000 as a contribution to the 
so~ution of this boy problem, then members 
of the Opposition who hold this view must ]),, 
logical and say that there is no advantaue 
in agricultural educatiou and agriculnn:'ll 
educational establishments not onlv in 
Queensl.a'1d but also in all parts o.f tbe 
world, and that thev shou:d all be cioscd 
down. No logical li!1e of demarcat·ion can 
be drawn. Either we have agricultural 
education or we do not have it. Members 
have said, "Train the boys •·on the farm." 
That argument could be applied to the 
University. I believe the d.ays have long 
gone when anybody cavilled at the value of 
agricultural education. I do not be: it: Ye 
this question cf agricultural education would 
ha vo been raised at all in this Chamber had 
not members been asked to discuss what is 
frankly an innov.ation, a new principle of 
agricultural training, more necessary at least 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.l 
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than the training provided at Gatton. Surely 
nobody can seriously cavil at any State con
tributions that may be honest:y directed 
towards the solution of a problem of out
standing importance. I can frankly assure 
hon. members that it is not the intention 
of the Government to close down the farm 
at St. Lucia; the intention of the Govem
ment is rather in the opposite direction-to 
extend the facilities available so that we can 
train a greater number of boys. 

Mr. NrMMO: It would be a good idea to 
provide for them at Gatton. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: 
The hon. member has been complaini-ng 
about training boys for six months at St. 
Lucia, and the period of training at Gatton 
is five years. From my own experience in 
regard to agricultural education, I can say 
you cannot satisfactorily blend a short six 
months' course, which is n1ore or less a 
practical one. with the academic curriculum 
which is part of the training at Gatton. 
The two, I believe, haYe to he kept separate. 
In any instance I know of where that method 
has been tried it has always failed. You 
cannot have two type.s of students under
going two different types of training and 
drawn from different sources and produce 
satisfactory results. 

I believe the hon. member for Oxley 
raised the question that St. Lucia was too 
dose to town. That is not my experience. 
Does the hon. gentleman know that the St. 
Lucia training farm is only part of our 
organisation, and a very large. portion of 
our organi~ation is maintained at Moggill, 
some considerable distance from town? 

Mr. NIMMO: That is the Salvation Army 
t.r{tini11g home. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGULTURE: 
It is not. Apparently the hon. member 
does not know that there are two distinct 
phases of training. The first phase of the 
work is conducted at St. Lucia, which is 3~ 
miles from town ; and the second phase 
of our work, the pioneering phase, is 
b0ing conducted at Moggill, a considerab'e 
disL-tnce fro:rn town, ·vvhere a large canl) i.~ 
per1nancntly maintained. 

I regret that this criticism has arisen. I 
have had some difficulty in kee;1ing up the 
complement of boys at St. Lucia. I ha Ye 

been confronted with difficulties, '.Vhich I 
ha ,-e overco;nc by the loyal co opcwtion of 
organi•mtions thrtt value and appreciate Uw 
vvork that i3 being done at St. Lucia; 
discussio_cs such as have taken ph•cc 
Chamber are likely to add a further 
cap to the smocth working of this 
tion. For that reason I am 
tain remarks have been m·ade do 
represent the position at St. Lucia. 
thougl1t tbat St. Lucia was primarl1;\' an 
in:::trurncnt for the exploitation of boys, if I 
thought that boys were being trained at St. 
Llwia to become slaves on £::urns, 
morely to sent out to b2 paid a meagre 
wagJ and to be housed under improper 
conditions. as<ll has been suggested, I 
would close up St. Lucia to-morrow, 
because I would not be a party to that 
scrt of thing. But we clo definitely keep a 
check on dl the boys who go out. We know 
what wages they will receive and the 
c>en;1loyers to w horn they go. Yet there has 
been in directions a general condem-
nat ·on the work that is being done at St. 
Lucia. 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order t 
There is too much noise in the Chamber. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
J\'"obody has discussed the actual work that 
is being done at St. Lucia. ?-<o Ooposition 
member has raised what I consider to be 
the most important question, '' What are 
you teachmg· tho boys at St. Lucia? " I 
know it was difficult for them to raise this 
question, because they haYe not been there. 
I think the preface to any debate on this 
matter should have been a requ2st for a 
stotement from me as to the act.ua! nature 
of the training that was being givon to the 
hoys. There was none. 

Mr. Rt.:SSELL: That is a compliment to 
you. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
\V ell, not to me altogether; perhaps a com
pliment to my officers who are eng·aged in 
this work. Some remarks have been made 
concerning how the boys have been placed. 
I instructed the officer in charge of the St. 
Lucia training farm to prepare for me a 
brief statement of what St. Lucia hac! 
a-c-complished, and the statement I have 
received from him is dated lst November, 
1934, and reads- ' 

" ST. LUCIA TRAINING FARM. 
" During the twelve months ending 

30th June ninety-four trainees were 
placed on farms, this number being 
increased to 114 by the end of August. 
'fhe reports received from employers 
of the trainees have practically always 
been satisfactory, and inquiry shows that 
the majority of the placed trainees have 
continued in rural occupations. 

" The farm has progressed consider
ably during the past twelve months. 

" During the year the range of farm 
crops grown included maize, white 
panicum, Japanese millet, lucerne, Eng
lish potatoes, cattle and Beaudesert 
pumkins, sorghum, sweet potatoes, arrow
root, wheat, barley, oats, rye, field peas, 
vetches. and Italian rye grass. These 
crops, together with the necessary culti
vation of farm land for the crops, pro
vided a wide range of instruction in 
practical farming. 'fhe practical instruc
tion dtuing the year also included milk
ing, separating;. butter making, care o£ 
calves and pigs, general bush timber 
work. and fencing. The increases in the 
poultry have provided a further line of 
practical instruction, while the lectures 
on the various agricultural subjects pro
vide the trainees with a range of know
ledge which should fit them for almost 
any type of farm life in Queensland. 

" A si] age st11ck, erected by students 
during February, proved a success, and 
provided valuable f<3ed for winter months. 
Hay stacks built by students also proved 
of value. 

" The clearing of the d<am and the 
increase i'n height of the overflow levels, 
has provided a substantial storage of 
water for use by the dairy herd and 
horses, and also for the irrigation of the 
vegetable garden. 

" The erection of subdividing fences 
was commenced, paving the way for an 
econa:nic control of the pastures. 
During the past few months the new 
piggeries have been brought into use, 
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and preparations are being made for 
the ~rection of new milking bails and 
yards. 

" }Iany small improvements h,n·e 
been made, including tho erectiou of 
calf-feeding· bails. The pro pc -ed exten
sion of the boarding facilities, provid
ing an increa"Je in the boarding period, 
1vill improve the course given by the 
training farm considerably. This will be 
die·,_ tcd both bv the increase in hourfi 
for instruction ~nd the decrease in Ollt· 

side intere•t which at present affects the 
trainees attPnding daily." 

:VIr. 2\'I:IL\10: Ho-w marrv acres are there 
uudcr culti' atiou't ~ 

'J")J(' SECHFTAI-t-Y }'OR Al;HICLLTL:'HE: 
\Ye are increasing it all the time. 

:VIr. ::\TBDIO: HoM' many'! 

Tlw SRCRET.U{Y FOl{ AGIUCl:LTL'RE: 
I cannot say off hand, but somewhere in 
lhe vicinity of 100 acres have been ploughed. 
The point I make is this: all that \YOrk 
is done b:.· the boys. I do not carry a big 
staff of officers out thoro. I do not believe 
that tbo scheme would succeed in the way I 
desire if there was a big otaff of officers. 
Tl1crf' is the vrii1cipal and a farm foren1an. 
I 1nako it a practice to srnd one of 1ny 
juniors frorn tho office to St. Lucia for 
three months so that he will become more 
valualJle to m in the office by becoming 
acquai!1tod with fanning processes. l-Ie 
numoL ho\vC>vcr, bo regarded as a, per
l1Jalll'nt official of the staff. At the Moggil 
can1p I La n~ one rnan who is an experi
enced busln11an. l-Ie cornprises the staff at 
::\lo,;p;ill. I insist on the boyo doing all the 
'York. 

}.Jr. SPARKE:i: I wish You had Gattoa1 in 
~7 0lU eh a rgc. u 

Th0 S"=C'RET.\EY FOH ACHfcTL1THE: 
Somc-iimcs 1 wish I had nlV'L'lf. \Yhcn I 
go to St. Lllcia-and I do v"i::;it the institu
tion from time to time-if I see the farm 
forcrnau ploughing I want to know the 
reason \Yh~v hP is doing that y: ork. aud why 
a stlldent has not bcPn put on the plough. 
After the.Y l1ave been a f'OU])le of days on 
horse \York, ,, e 8end thern out to develop 
their 0\Yll resources and their own initiativf'. 
In eyory phase of the work ''' place the 
ful1c~t and greatr-.:t rl''"pon~ihil1t~~ on ihe 
boy·'· \\-c start them at the l\Io;,:p;ill camp 
at training in bush \\Ork. snrh as breaking 
do\vn ]JO:"t~ for feneing·. \\'" c ha YC trained 
tben1 in the erection of buildings, cr:rtainly 
not of f'Ommodious or palatial types but 
pig ~(Yes and yar.lf; bn11t out ~of 'bu:;:h 
t1Inhcr hnnl(- d in frmn J.Vfo,f·gill. 

::vir. SP\RT..:Es: \Vhcn a s'Yi11glc bar hap
pCil~ to lJrr d\: when tho bo_y is plon_ghing
d-l vou m a:,, him provide one out of bush 
h~nhcr? 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: 
The bar::> out thl'l'O are rnaJc by the boys. 

l\lr. SP-\Rf(J:S: Ont of bmh timber? 

The SECHETc\RY FOR AGRICULTT~RE: 
\Yr hnye frequently rnadc barB ant of bnsh 
tinJbtT. I impr0~sed on the 1nanager of 
tbi.s fa nu i hat when son1cthing breaks an 
endca vonr mnst be made to find a local 
substitute. as the lads would ha ,-e to do if 
thl' ,· were out on a fann in the bush. It 
1~ Jlot a casf' of going to the telephone and 
ringillg- up or ~e-nding into tO\Yn to replace 
tho brokt'H a1·tidc. They prepare it on 

the fari11. At St. Lucia the boys are taught 
a little bit of sapling work, a little bit of 
ea rpeutcring, and g·eneral1y speaking it can 
be considered that we ha Ye not departed 
fron1 tho pioneering spirit of fann practice. 

Last evening I quoted letters to show the 
Yie;vpoints olf many of the boys and their 
parents after the lads had passed through 
St. Lucia. This 1110rning I am in receipt 
from Canon Garland of extracts h·orn letters 
that he has receiYed. I desire to quote from 
some of these lette;·s to show that there 
is uo foundation in the statements that have 
been made that thesP boys arc going out 
to farms to be exploited. 

}1r. ED\VARDS: They can1e from your OTvn 
side. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
From both sides of the Committee. If the 
impression ~cts abroad that we have trained 
boys who a~'O to be subject to cxplo~tation 
when they go out to work we may as 
\Yell close down the imtitution. 

At 12 noon, 
l\fr. GLEDSON (I ps1c icll). one of th c panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, reliey-ed 1\fr. W. T. 
King jn the chair. 

l\Ir. GODFREY i\IORGAN: \Ye have pointed 
~,,,_t that they arc taken into very good 
ilOlllCS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
And I nm a bout to corroborate some of 
those sentiments. The first letter is from a. 
hov from l\Iillaa. ::'<Iillaa. who writes on lOth 
Oc.totH'r-

" I a1n saving as 111uch n:oncy as I 
can. I am getting on 5plemlidly. I ha Ye 
iuiprOYF;d great dc·aL 11llking ,,vn~ rr1y 
'-~:orst point. The Church of England 
1nini~tc-r f''llYle to see n1e. I Jiko him 
H'l''' much. I \You!d go to church more 
regularly only it j~ too far, but I g<? 
cn.('h tirnc 1ny employ-ers go. I \YOldd 
like to own a rnixcd farru or one sirnila1· 
to St. Lucia. l an1 ..-ery lwppy hen~. I 
,.oulc1 rather be }Jc•ro than at hornc. l 

] ike JU,V work and nty rntployers al"o. 
I g :~t plenty to e~o!: nobody olsc could 
wish for better. I !Jan: got all the 
pleasure I want. \Y or king here i~ rcrJly 
a pleasure itself." 

C:1non Gnrland nttaclH'S a note in connection 
">;Yith this boy, in whicl1 he says-

" T}Jis was a cit.v lad, one of six chil
dren in th0 fan1ilv. Lm;t. hi;;:; siluLtion 
in a ;-;hop becausC of award and age. 
ITc increa~Pd one stone in \Ycight vrhilc 
at St. Lucia.:' 

TIH• next letter is dated 15th October, and 
it come:-; frorn an 0tlfirely difl'c-rf•nt part of 
'fw ~tatP-frorn .}ando\Yae. It says-

" I am still in the joh. and hcwe just 
1wen p-ivon a rise frnn1 HL. pr>r \Vc<'k to 
l5s. At present we are milking fiftv-

,' o ccnV'·,. \Ve use four n1nehines. \Yhc'n 
m~ employer g-Oe~ to <:ricket and tc'Jni~ 
f go t-oo. I think if cycr I look up bnd 
I wou1cl like to h1ke up a piece of stTnb 
land. because it would be fre>h soil." 

Tlw next letter, which comf'S from Bell, 
ctntes-

" I hayo now b( rn farming for about 
one yc.ar, and I like this outdoor life 
iinlnt:w·•elY. I hayc; learnt as n1uch as I 
po-·,ibly could, and have enjoyed perfect 
l1cdth throughout: ~o T }ul\-c a great 
deal to be thankful for. I am saving 

Hon. F, 1T. Bulcor},:.] 
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practical!.'· ail m:.· \Yages. My ambition 
is that I shall be able to settle clown on 
a farrn of ray own as soon as po~sible." 

Here is a letter hom The Gums-

" At present I ltaYe in hand ncarlv 
£20. ~I.v \Ynge:; have onl; ave1agcd 
12s. 6d. since I started. J\h· ambition is 
to try and get land in this district and 
start off in ihe shePp line. Others have 
·.ta t·tcd off •.cilh practically nothing. and 
I can do the "'me. Hard »·ork I am 
not afraid of." 

Here is a letter from Stanthorpo-

" I ha Ye a fai·dy good job, and tny 
arc 12s. 6d. per week. EYentu-

I proposP to get a farn1 of Ill) own. 
no~sibly aided bv the Go-:ernment. In 
the> rnL~antiuie I Shall trv and learn and 
geL on to thr~ bc-;t. of Ill~' ability." 

Tho nf'xt letter. whiC'h is frorn \Y('thcron. 

progressing fa \'Otuahl~.r, anLl 
ruy is Yery clcr~r in his expla
nation a:;; to how the work should be 
dune, wilh tlw re,ult that I have gainod 
a fa 1 r knowlcrl!2·e iu getleral fann work. 
I ha Yf' bceil here f-'CYCll rnonths 1 and 
scP:f'd £12 10, .. which I have deposited 
111 the ~avings bunk.'' 

C,1non ~nd attache3 a nDte in rolln"ction 
"'tth t in which he says-

" Vn1at b,d of SeYClltt•cn vear-3 work
ing' i11 the citv h,l..., :-:a\·ed £12 1-J~. lE 
:-:r;~·en rnonths '(" 

That is a ver--;· appropriate nott1 , 

~,J>. OODI .. REY ).IORG.\.X : 
!; :; £5 i11 ihn. city cannot ~ave 

boys carn
nrnount. 

SECRETARY FOR AGRIGGLTL:RE: 
next h~tter is frorn Texas. lt says~ 

" I an1 gPtting on all right ,,v1th 
\.VOl'k 1 \Yhich I like Ycry nltH.:h. . 
prcscllt I haYc been helping J\Ir. -- to 
HH' kc~ gate.-: ar:l1 doing fencing. I mn 

en~'rything I can for rny future 
ha YP got a bank book: ~nul at 
I have "'"ecl £7 lGs. :\ly ambi· 

LJ l.Jcconlc a ::.biry fanner." 

Thn. r:.cx:t letter, \'\·hicll con1cs from lJulacca. 
n:a(~;,-

,, I arn enjoylllg real good health. and 
lib, the farm iife rcrrl well unci enjo,· 
!~····ttir;g- up early in the rnorning·. \'\\~ 
are milking eighty CO\\"S night and. Inorn
lng." 

Tbt:- next one is frorn }1iles-
·• I arn riding in the ~addle every day. 

\Y c arc• bu~:v nwking s,heep pens an cl 
:-:h('d"' rPacly to put i.he wool in. I han) 

Jll!':ti~ ,lr tlH' :-:allH' tal)k as the l"l'.--,1 
the frnniJ~Y. and a1n gc,tting on all 

r ig;ht. lily houl'5 are from 6 to 12 in 
tho n1on1jng and frorn 1 to 5 p.n1." 

The noxt letter. which 1s from Yunga· 
burra. is uf part~cular int.cre.,t bccauf'o it 
touches on a caso in \)\·hich the r•stablishrncnt 
at St. Luria 1nade a ver,. bjg contribution to 
a boy's ';:clfare. Ho had got into cliflicul· 
tic·, not ver;· grave in themo:.cln~s 1 but of 
a kind which. 11robably, would lHtYe devel
oped in an unfaYotn·able en\·ironmcnt. lie 
\Vas a bright 1 br:<iny boy \Yho \YOU~d probrrbly 
have d(~velopcd in a way that ·was not in 
his best interests. He wa., bdore the 
Children's Court. Th0 CO!trt hanJ.Pd hin1 
over to the custody of Canon Garland. 

liion. P. TV. Bulcock. 

C'J,llOll Garland came to me and :-aid. ·· \Vill 
lake lhio bnv '?" I had a look at tho 

I found hir.il a likable bov, t,tlld said, 
\Yill take the bov at St.~ Lucia .. n I 

narticular ill::-trn~·tion8 to the ln~t-.rttc
at ~St. Lucia to keep a close 0)-C on hirn. 

Tl1ar bov was rc:-ctwd fron1 an en..,-i ron1ncnt 
in whicll he n1jght have JH'O"\-E.~ct viclou~-
harl l1in1 six 1nonths. I met hln1 
tiilll'" during n1y vi~ it:-' to, St._. L

1
ucia .. , a~1d 

fouttcl him to )y " Jolly f11w lttt.e ku.«hc. 
1-Te \\"<.l~ Sf'Pll tc do Sf'\'Cl'U1 gc-llPl'OU:-\ nets. 
That boy n1ight l!ave gouc the wrong 
and ihP St .te a lot of 1nonev. but. 
"·as JlClHtaclf'cl that that 'cJursc of 
lifL' a \Y1se enc. read 
th "·' \Yhic..:h n re not but 

t ht:' outc·u1nC' of fl !'cr1n• -:t for :-'.~·' ti.''.lth 
to told:--

lift', 
lik·_' 
p~t ' ) rny 
lt-:.L', tlllLl I les:-;on-; to be lJap-
ti ,l~d and otb_'r lad 
\i'ith 1ac j3 a ~.-cry nlcG and not 
like the rongh pnpcr boys in Bri:-~ba11c. 
I Jon't ha.Yt' vc1·y n1uch \YOl'k to do up 
lwre. ..:.\11 \\'e haY() to do i:-:; help Y· ith 
rhu 1uilkjng ancl help ::-hc~ll rorn iu the 
aftc·rnoon. \\ye a1~.o get <ltl aft.crnoou 

C'\"l"l'\' y.;c-ck to do onr \Y:"'"hing. <ltH.l 
g'E'tL Sunday off. \Ye ngct up 

Lt. ~ix o'clock in thl~ 

Cd wJu Gar1aucl's note is~ 

wrung \Ya~·. 

The lc"~"tC'l'·. T ha YC 

letri'''.-:-, 1nt d.n.' 
obtain fron1 the 
Lucio. 

rnnkinu· a 
Bri~l u~{le. 

tv 

qnotec1 c re w.,r :--,<.;i('\ \{•d 
l'nt·:tiYc of tht' ·~·.: 

who go out St. 

=\Jr. C ODFREY ::..lonGAX: They ::1 re 4ulte· 
trn{ , too. 

'The ,'JECRETARY FOR c\.GRICLLTURE: 
Uwt thc'e lc·tter,; f<~irlv retlcct the 
under \Yhich tlw':>e L an.~ wurk-

thoy f]ll 1ne \Yith a tu pey-
\Yith the St. Lucia :-.;chool. It. 1n 

the natun~ nf an t·xp0l:iuJcnt. hut it 
established a reputation not oul.Y :1rnong~1 

bo'':'. trained thrrr, but al~o acnongst 
i 'C'rup'oyrl 

1 
\rho inYiaiably SlJl'ak 

fa YOuraUly of the t.' pc of bo~T:-; it ~L'.iHl::: out. 
lf <t bov is not capable of on a fann 
<.tt the 'concluRion of his l):onth3' train-
ju_~·, he is kci)t for a period_. lH:-cau,,o 
it i.:.:. not dcsirabl1: that an untl"alllL'd raw 
l-oP s1JOnld be •i:(•nt out. Ile \\·onld u~ 
un-~atidartorv. Ou ihP other band, 1f a 
1JOv conll':' tO St. Lncia. 1 and afl(-1' n•r1alii.
inJ~· a brif'f pol·iod definitely 
he- h.a~ no agricultural 1s 
enc1caYouring to St. Lucin ruc:orcly n:---
a boarding-llJu,o:.f'. \Ye a:o-k hin1 to l'L'turu 
hon10. and he goc·s a\Yay. 

The disnlpllnc rnainti1i11ed at St. Lucia i:;:. 
fairly 1·igorous. Gc•uernlly speakin;;, we 
ha·n' had no trm,blc >vith our bo~·s tllere. 
Thc1·c is a broader question,_ of COLU"~~', than 
the llll'l'l' que tio11 of the St. Lncia farm. 
That <1ncstion is the tra.ining of boy~: An~-
thing the State ran do and any' lung the 
inclivi<1ua1 can and anything that 
poratimts, bodies, and 
bodic.;; can do to encourage 
on the land under ~atisfacton· 
mu't be done. It is cS'ential f~r th' safety 
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of the State, the safetv of our socia 1 struc
ture. anJ for the LO\'S~ thcrn-::clYcs tbat tlJj!3 
shonlcl be done. I a'm proud, if I may be 
pE,rmittcd to say so, of the fact that 
nHttJy 1Jnys ·whose ouly YG< .. 1tion \Yas congre
gating at. ~trcct coru<·rs \Ycre b: .. thi~ act of 
the Govcrrnn::·11t t.tl.;:C'n frmu thosp .sh"ePt 
<-:erne!'~ to be trained at St. Lucia and sent. 
out to rtputable fanns. That action, at 
lca~L put thrn1 on thc)r feet. and vnl~ a 
gain to indnstry, pcl:cPn~rance, and 111an· 
hood. 

~vir. Govn::EY I.IoHG.\:\: It i~ a pitY you 
conltln't get a fP\V hundred n1ore. L L 

The SECRET\RY FOR AGRIGCLTURE: 
I ,., i•.h I could. I re:temtc that some of 
the di~(·ll sio:n this lllorning 1s goillg to 

a l1audiran t.o ':lle in lllV desire to 
get rigl1t 1yp(. of L(Jy. To ilJdieate ho\Y 
far thl~ 1Jall.le of St. Lucia is becorn}ng 
kno··,,.,-n, I will read the tnllowing telegrarn 
thilt, I have rceei,·cd fron1 Ju1ia C'l'cek, 
which is away in the :\ot·th-,Yest :-

"I ~ad. twenty years of age, ::.\fcthod
i..:;D, well rc-rcnln1PnclccL with experience 
of ho.·s\_·s, eligible Clltt'l' St. Luria ·:·~ 

The case tLcre, probably. is that of a 
boy !'ngagPd in pastoral pursuits who dc:,ires 
to ol.Jta.-in au <-tgricultural kno\Ylt~dge. I s<1y 
,-ithr ut he,itatiou that that bov is desirable. 
and it wouid be desirable to ·get him into 
St. Lucia a Eel giYe hin1 some agncultural 
tLtining

1 
as distinct fron1 a purely l>astoral 

training. 
I camc.stly appc'-'l to hon. members to 

Tt.'gcud t.his ~t<'p, as I regard it, as airned 
~Jt the ::olution of a gigautic problerll. I ask 
huu. Ine1nbcr·~ opposite to regard the action. 
of the OoYernment-and of the Department 
of Agricultuu·. as the instrument of the 
GoYernrrH•nt-as being directed in a rninor 
~l~ld HJode~t v;ay to fmding some solution of 
that problem. I appeal to them, instead 
of cnv!lliug at tho~e action:s and chalic11ging 
the YaluP of agricultural <:ducation, to realise 
that every boy we put l!lto a useful voca
tion is a bo\- who become'3 a worthv citizen 

tlJP Stat·., and that everv bov ·who is 
l'cl to drift. owing to our rotten social 

and conditior1s, is like1;7 to becon1c 
For that reason I a.sk for the 

of public bodies, of Parliament, 
and al1 i11terestPd in maintaining the 
i1igh standards which have been .-:0t at St. 
Lncia. I appeal for the fullest co·operatimt 
ill nl;taining the required number of boys 
in order tl1at we ma~: ha\c a steady and 

sapply for' desirable prosjiectivP 

'.Ir . .T. G. BViLEY iH'.'!'"wm) fl2.14 p.m.}: 
I fon1:d 1n~vsC'1f entirely in agreement ,vith 
the MiJJi•tcr wh0n he was dealing with tlve 
rPr-e,,itl· of .~·ctting hoys on the land and 
1dw·1 he appca!cd to all sections of the corn. 
nnwity to make that highly desirable objec
riH· JlO··si\,]e. Ono matter upon which hon. 
r(!C'Illl)<'l'S are nnnnin1ous i3 th0 enthu~ia5:1TI of 
t!t(' ~h~·i--ter in hi~ ,,-nrk. I-Iis whole heart 
is :m !t. Personallv I vvi~h that he \vou1d 

hl.c; pnthn~irr~nl "-ith a. Jittle re...,traint 
b11t. unfortunat0l~,, the Govern

rn :!t o.r which lw is a rnc1nbcr cannot help 
illterfFring IY1th other r ~orJlo's busine~:c-. It 
i" nn ob<;:0ssion. and 'vith the }-fini~tcr it 
i:-: 1norc than an obsC'S-sion~it i~ a mental 
di.o;( '"('. The hon. g:entlenHtn cannot keep 
!;~~ i1nncl out of other pc•ople's buslnP~~
f'ut iiJ the endf'aYonr "-hich he is n1akina 
tn j•htcP bo:' on tlte land, I am whole. 

lll'artedlv in agrcclnent with hin1. I only 
wioh tha't the fellow members of his Cabinet 
wen' ju-:.t a~ anxious to do so. The ~1iuistcr 
r, u:-:t iiLd hi1n~clf ill a Yel'y a 1dnvard po.-:.ition 
at t1ntcs. J-le \\ants to put boys on the land, 
but 1l1o Cabinet of ~o\·hich he is a nH'nlbcr 
arc doing cyerything po~-ible to keep thc1n. 
oJf the land. 

;\h. ,,~ATERS: How clo you work that out·: 

l\ir. G. C. T.HLOll: You cannot prove that, 
-:;tat.ernent. 

1\fr .. J. U. D.\YLEY: They are keeping 
t hC' bovs off the land by giYing youJJ; n1en of 
c·ightcen years and up>vards 13s. 6cl. a day 
for one day's \vork a vreck and nttions the 
following week. 

Mr. \Y.\TERS: Do you prefer tlwm to 
f.tan·c? 

1\fr . .J. G. BA YLEY: :\o. but I prefer that 
the boys shotdd go out into the country tr} 
1. ork rathc'r ;;ban that they should, as thP 
~lnustcr say3, support the larnp posts in th0 
ftre' b, "-hich is all to their undoing. It 
is " great )lily that the Secretary for Agri
culture hq,~ llOt more force and 1nore power 
with tht :ahinct to indLL e th~)111 to break 
do,Yu ibis Yicious syste1u \Vlii{'h th0v have 
adopted. " 

~flr. FoLEY: 'Yhat Yicious systcrn? 

Mr .. J. G. BAYLEY: The vicious sYstem 
of C1!C0LU'f.lg}ng loafers by ymying youni I:nen 
13'. 6cl. a day for one clav"s work a '.vcok 
nnc! in the following w~t'k giving theu1 
r -· t:!ous, rnakin:3' it itupo.-:~ible for t he1r1 to 
go on the land--

The TE:\IPORARY CHAIUMA-" Order! 
The hon. member Is completely out, of 
or.dcr. The :1011. 111Clnbcr i", not dealing 
wlth the vote, which co11cerns the St. Lucia 
n·aini11g fann fer buy:-:. 

~dr. J. G-. BAYLEY: I an1 giving reasons 
wh:· the boys YYill not go to St. Lucia. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR Pcnuc LA:\DS : There 
a re more hoy, there 1 ban !he college can 
cope with. 

Mr. J. G. BA YLEl: : The position is t.bat 
rnorc boJ s arc not going on the land because 
the presc11t GoYernn1cnt are encouraging 
them to re1nain in the city. 

The TEMPORAHY CHAIR'\L\::\': Order! 
The hon. member cannot be allowed to con
tinue in that way, he-ran:;;(' the qut•.tion of 
placin; boy • in work is coYered by a notlJer 
Yote. whereas the vote under discus.~.ion con
ccrEs the training of boys at the St. Lucia 
training farm. 

1\Ir. J. G. BX'i'LEY: I am not cli,cussing 
the work the bo:·s arc doing. I am pointing 
nnt Hwt. 1f the Govrrnment'-" polic".· ''·ere 
different. frorn ,,-hat it is rnorc bovs would 
go to the training farn1 at St. L;lcia and 
more ho,,-~ 1YOtdr1 be 11reparerl to go on the 
!<ettd. That is the point I make. · 

Tl1e Sr:cnrT.\RY FOH ~VlTXES: Do yon nH'an 
; 1,;1t they onght to be staned? 

:\lr .. J. G. DA.YLEY: ::\'o. The S"cretar · 
fqr Ag-rlcuhnre has read half a dozen o.r 
lllOl't' lPttcrs sho\ring that the boys arc \VPH 

-atidiccl vcith the C'Oilditions which obtain 
on the land~and "'hat is tru(~ of tht•m 1s 
tnw of.. conntlc.s' othrrc. One has onlv to 
e:L-tn-cr at th0 ne\Yspapcr in the n1orninf4 to 
fir~d the nclYerti.sf'Incnt~ of Yarious agcnc-ic-; 
a'·kiug for fc•nrtccn ancl ('Yen a greater 

J!r. Bayley.] 
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nutnber of boys who arc re(1uircd to go on 
the land. The boys are not going. 

This subjPct must be studied. 'Why is it 
that the primary industries, which are the 
lllOst itnportant industries in this country, 
cannot secure sufficient reinforcen1cnts fron1 
the young men of to-day? Not only are 
the young 1nen in the city refusing to go 
on tbo far1n. but the young n1en who are on 
tiw fanns are refusing to stay there and are 
coming into the cities, which is only adding 
to the seriousness of the position. We all 
know \\hv. It is because the farmers can
Hot affo1:--d to pay their sons a :-:ufficient 
arnount of n1oncy to eucouruge then1 to 
remain on ihe fanns. rrhc JYlinister knO\VS 

whv. lt is because conditions have been 
creal·cd in the citv which are entirelv arti
ficial. InJustric.;;; are being called uPon to 
pay more than they can afl'ord to pay. 
Ilhlead of meeting that situation, the mem
ber::-, of this C'alnnet are endeavouring to 
bring about artificial conditions of work 
in th~e country. They arc talking about 
creating local prices for the conlnlodities 
produced in the countt':V so that higher \Yages 
mav be paid there. eo that they may be more 
in conformitv with the wagt-:s paid in the 
(•it.v. The thing i;;; i1npossiblc. If we are 
to prospn·o the primary industrieR in this 
country we n1ust bring about Hll ali-Pl"ation 
in the industrial conditions that obtain in 
the cities. \Yo cannot have side by side 
in thi.-, -country t\vo scales of vvages, one scale 
to be paid out to a man \vho i an industrial 
~~ orker in the city and another, a 1nuch lo\ver 
se LiP, to be paid out to men employed on 
the lan<l. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC JxSTRUCTIOX: 
A distinguished visitor said the other day 
that tllP correct thing was to raise the stan
dard of the agricultural worker. as was 
being done in England. 

Mr. J. G. BA YLEY: That is wh.1t we arc 
11ot entlPavouring to do in this ('Onntn-. 
1: ndc'l' thP present system the man on the 
land is rompcllPd to accept wor:d prices for 
his commodities. but he is called upon to pav 
artiftcial prlcc . ..; for those conunodities v:hieh 
are produce.} b:r the industrial worker in 
tllC city. That ls not improving- his condi
tion. I say: wipe out the artifccial condi
tions in the citv. allow natural {'Onditions 
to obtain in the country, ancl all will be 
wc:l. and~ our people 'vill be ro-m11ploycd. 

H O\YeYer, I did not get up to discu6s the 
mdu:-;trial posit.iou. nor would yon have per~ 
miltcd me. :\lr. Glecloon. I do want tG point 
c'ut it is usc'lcss for the Secretarv for Agri
cnltu.re to Inakc 0nd0avours to Obtain boys 
for Ll1c !and when his colleagues in the 
C\chinPt cut rigbt acro,'s that endeavour by 
:;;a:}ing to ihe young 1nan. "Thoro is no 
IF:~cd for you to go on the land, here is 
13~. 6<1. for onP day's work. and herP are 
ration . ..; for the fo1lo\Ying \Yeek." These are 
the thing·s that hal'e to be considered; let 
the Minister fight it out with his colleaguco. 

:\Ir. G. G. TAYLOR (F:nggeru) [12.22 p.m.]: 
The hon. me1nb0r for Isi::; accused Go\rcrn
nJPnt n1mnbcr;"; of being Queen street farmers 
nnd of not kno1oving- \"hat they were talking 
about, and also of endeaYouring to force 
the issue as far as the increased \\'age-level 
was concerned on the prirnary prod uccrs ., in 
n :;arc! to the pmploymcnt of boys from the 
farm school at St. Lucia. That is a"d"libpr
ah' untruth. The fa~t remains that the bovs 
-,;bo come from St. Lucia do not p;ct a rate 
equivalent to that prevailing for appren-

[Jllr. Bay/('];. 

tieL'S in inllustry. Xo rnernbcr of this Chanr
bt•r would expect the apprenticeship award 
wages to operate in the fanning and dairy
ing industry. As I said last night, the 
bo.\- gets 10s. a week to start on a farrr1 
and that is 5s. n1ore than I got when I 
\Yas a lad. 

'The hon. rne1nber for \Yynnun1 has again 
Jrmomtrated that his desire is io put all 
LJovs ln the State on the track again, as 
tht~v wore when the JYloore Governrnent \Yero 
i!l i)owcr. During that period they were on 
the tr:tck for 6s. a week, from Brisbane to 
Eeenleigh am! to :\'orth Pine; that did not 
force them to go on tho land. The hon. 
member for W Ynrmm knows that thP boys 
who go to St. tucia arc not eligible to get 
13s. 6d. for a day's work in one week and 
rationM Hw follo\:ring wer k fl'orn the Out
door Relief Ikpartment. He knows that the 
ag(~ of the Loyfi at St. Lucia range fron1 
::-:.ixtPCll to eighteen. There are not many 
over ei<dJteen. The bov who goc.> to St. 
Lueia t~air;ing farrn at Sixteen will h_ave no 
necessitv to go en the tlole, and, In any 
c·a'c, let us hope that the dolo will be 
\Yipe.d out brforo those boys v,-ho are now 
training- at St. Lucia haYe reached the age 
of eighteen. Apparently. the hon. member 
for \Yvnnurn is not anx1ous to see decent 
conditiOns operating for boys or anybod:v 
dse. although he reiterates his desir~ to do 
everything that will assist in. prondmg a 
decent v, ,'j,ge and decent cond1t1ons. 

1\Ir. WATERS (Iiel>·in (ho1'e) [12.24 p.m.]: 
The cwe<tioH of the training of farm lad' 
ancl the qneotion of the industrial cond~tions 
applying to these lads, a1:e 1ncxtncably Inter
\vovcn. The speech delivered by the ho11. 
11H1 Inber for \Yvnnurn, in which he suggested 
that the policy" of the CabinPt of the present 
Gon:~rnrnent is rnilitating against the people 
on the land and is not inducing- lads to 
takP up farn1 work, .and offered his solution 
oi the problem. ren•a:s th~ het that lw renlly 
enunciates the Tory po!Jc\'. Although h1> 
remark~ do not rec0ive open sup]wrt femtt 
hon. n1en1bcrs OD]lOsite, there i:-:. 11_0 don~n 
of that. for tl1rir policy, tt all Umn...; .. 1.". 
of coul'.3C, one of low wagP<;:;. The,v dcsn·0 
the farm boy to be exploited to the ninth 
cleoTee L 

The .hou. HH'nilwr n1cntioneJ a;scrtcd that 
tl1e policy of the Quecmlnr~cl GoYernmcnt of 
providing sustenance for single uneu1plo~retl 
rncn was discouraging them fron1 g-cnng on 
the land. In the next breath he stated that 
fanners' sons \'\-ere not remajning on the 
farn1s ll(wau~e their parents could uot afford 
to pay them sufficient wag.es nml that tht? 
nth -..vere eorning- to the c1hes In order to 

otJtain th,_• sea]c r1rovic1t~d bv t1w (;oycrnrncnt 
for the single lmcrnployPd worker. Aftel' 
mn king these rPm arks ho allud?cl to th·~ 
diffcr('t1{t' in the vvagcs operat1ng In the c1t.v 
and those in the corintrv. and declared that 
the wages in the city a~d country should be 
broug-ht into closer relationship. \Vhat does 
the -lion. member mean 9 \Vhat do•·s Jcr; 
>Yant' Does he desire t]](' scale for th·' 
unemployed single man to be the scale for 
the grcnYn tnan doing farn1 \YOrk? Is that 
the polic.. of the :\' ationalist Parh '1 Do 
thev desire the approximate rate oi 10s. a 
we~k to be the wage for an able-bodir>rl 
man doing farm work 9 Is that the scale of 
\1 age theY cle>ire that he should recei\'e for 
a seYen-da:_v \Yeck on a farn1? 

1\:h. SPARJ(Ec-: That is another flgnH'nt of 
yonr imagination, that seyen-day vvcck. 
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Mr. WATERS: I understand that the 
hon. member for Dalby at one time advo
cated that the unemployed worker should 
work for 3s. a da v. Another of the hon. 
member's colleagues has put the amount at 
10s. a week. I desire to know whether it 
i, the declared policy of the Nationalist 
Partv that the rate alluded to bv the hon. 
tOlembe!' for \.Yynnum should pre,:ail as the 
·wages scale. 

Mr. KENNY: That question is so silly that 
it is not worth replying to. 

1\Ir. "\YATERS: The hon. member for 
Cook has ncycr boon noted for any degree o[ 
conanon sense' at any tin1e, and sineo he ha;; 
been in this Parliarncnt he seems co:;pecinHy 
bereft of intelligence; like his Leader, he 
tan always be found following the donkey. 

\Yhilc the Nationalist Part:v are disparag
ir:g, or attcrrrpting to disparage the Govern
Incnt for not giving sufficient encouragcrrtent 
to the unemployed single men of this State 
to go on the land, the fact remains that if 
they ever got the reins of Government the:· 
would conscript the whole of the unemployed 
single workers and force them to \\·ork on 
fanus at an approxirnate rate of 
wedc I tmst that that will never 
in this State. 

It is refreshing indeed to hear the remarks 
of a responsiblu member of the OjJposition 
such as is tbe hon. mernbcr for \\~vnrnun. 
He ·was recognised as one of theif good 
lenders_ I clo not know the Ol'der of succes
sion to the leadership. It is suggested that 
cfter '),fr. l\lcGill displaces the present 
leader and feils, tho hon. member for 
VVyrJnUnl rnay be given a trial. 

:\1r. KE;\')iY: You would like to pick om· 
leaders over there. That was " hatched " 
in your own Cabinet, and giv-en to the pres. 
too, by a Minister. 

2\1r. WATERS: We have no desire to 
select the leader of the Toky Party. The 
policy of hon. members opposite convicts 
themseh-cs. No matter to \\hat leader thcv 
JPnv !)l'Ptcnd to ow~ allegiance or undP~r 
\vhat alia--;~~ thc:Y rnay 1nasquerade as a 
political party the barrcnnf'S3 und bank
ruptcy of their J1olicy will for e1·er keep 
th('nl in the C'oo: ~JJ,Ld·~s of oppC'~ition. \Ye 
lcnow that at the present time powerful 
bonthcrn intf'rcsts are at work trying to dis
place the present leader of the p:1rty 
opposite. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:\IA::'-J: Clrdcr 1 

I ask the hon. me1nber to connect his re
marks \Yith the vote under discussion. 

?I'Ir. "\YATERS: Hon. members opposite 
•'
1

0 not like a statement of fact; they do 
n().!_liko the truth to be told. 

:\Ir. KEN:;TY intnjocted. 

The TE:\IT'ORARY CHAIRMA~: Ordn! 
a~k the hon. member for Cook to Cf)ase 

interjecting. Thr hon. rncrnbcr for ICelvin 
Gro,·e is entitled to make his speech \\'ithout 
jnterruption, bPt he must connect his re
rnarl.::s \\ ith the Yote unch~r di:-;cussion. 

Idr. Krr~xy: That is all right, so long a;, 
he behaYes himself. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: If the 
hon. member for Cook would cease inter
jecting. the hon. member for Keh·in Grove 
\Yonld Le ab1f' to continue his ::..pcPrh. 

Mr. \VATERS: I am continually inter
rupted :hy the hon. member for Cook. 
Eviclently, he is an hon. member who does 

uot like the truth to be told. I told him 
and his ilk yesterday very definitely that 
1 would take no notice of any attempt by 
thPrn tv- prevent n1y stating facts in this 
Chamber. It takes more than his type to 
ll' event the statement of Labour's case. 
The case of the Opposition dealing with the 
[Htymcnt of wages to farm lads can be 
curnmed up in tl!e speech by the hon. mem
ber for \Y ~-unum. I have no doubt that 
tlw rest of hon. 1nen1bers qppo.site vvill 
endeavour to evade the respoltlsibility for it. 
:"'cverthcles.,, that is the position and the 
puh!ic o! Queensland are entitled to know 
whrrP the Oppo"1tion ;;;tand. 

2\Ir. KBI:\IO (Oxl . .'!) [12.33 p.m.]: I have 
no obje,, t.ion to the training of boys in farm 
v ork. The only objection that I have to 
t-he St. Lucia training farm is based on 
the belief that the best results cannot be 
obtained 'vhen the institution is situated 
'H'acticallv in the heart of the citv. We all 
icnow that the Rivcl'l'iew school was a 

:'\fr. LLEWELYN: The b·aining farm should 
be in Toowoornba. 

i\ll·. );TSBIO: Then, "-ould he some hope 
of '"·UC'Ct"':'S if the institution \YCt'C' ::;ituated in 
prnxirnit:,' to Too·.'.-oOulha. It i:'. wPll known 
thur bo\·s haYe ht_·Pll ti',tinc'd '-11 ~t. Luci·1 
awl Je~patched to farn18 fl'ozn y.honcc they 
have returned to the city disP,"runtkd. The 
tirno spent in training them td becorno suc
ecssfltl farlnct·s ,yas absolutely wa.sted. It 
is admitted on all sides that the problem 
of trainin£! ;Lud employing the boys to-day 
is a very Important one, and I belim·e that 
the: :?viini~d-'r is 1nost sincere in his efforts 
to pro,-idu clwm with useful training, but 
I feel that he is prOCL'cding along- the wrong· 
line~. In rcpl,v to au interjection by rne, 
he st·1tdl that the bo.vs v.-ere taught farrn
ing prnctic~, at ~loggill, hllt I undPr~tand 
that at ::\Ioggill the boys aro engaged in 
splitting timber. that the.v are sent up there 
foe a holidav for a fe,v davs and then con1e 
down to thC- n1ain farrn again. Moggill is 
not a Rultablr~ spot at alL One can readil;.' 
llnder;~tancl the reluctance of bcys to gei. on 
the land "·hen practically cYery rnember of 
tbc Go\"E'l'nJncnt Partv has at son1c ti1ne or 
anoi.her dc·rricd and ~criticised the rnen on 
tlH:' land. The~, have laugheJ at thmn. 

TitP Si•;CRENRY FOR Pc-BLIC LA:--rDs: That 
i;; not true. 

:\Ir. NL\fMO: Of course it i> tru~. Have 
lF)t hon. 111mnbcrs opposite stated that if 
bo~·s \Yore to ('f!gnge on the land they would 
have to subrnit to slaverv conditions? I 
kno\\' tlFlt LP\ ha,:P t'IH.!'a:::{Pd in fann work 
f·'Jr n. of lOs. to 15s. -a week. but thev 
have practicall~r tbe whole arnoun~t 
rlurin6 their period of employment. Thcv 
havr~ no opportunities for spending their 
n onev, but thev lead a healthv life that we 
:-;honld. euc0uragc. ~ 

I-Iave Labour Governments ever done '1I1Y· 

thino· to encourao·e the fanners to catTV c;n 
t!H:i; Yt~ry -e~seutial services? To-dav ~ti~PV 
a_re in 1:eceipt of the lowest price~ t·\"C~~ 
recei vecl for their producto. Much has been 
said about the importance of the homo 
market for primary products, but the home 
rnarket in Queensland is far too srng ll to 
1.bsorb the primary production of this Suet<>. 
ln additjon. e,~ery piece of legislation that 
Las iwen introduced bv the present CXovel'•l
mPnt has had a tende!lcy to crush the spirit 
of the man on the laud. Taxation has \wen 

Mr. Nimmo.] 
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increased with an utter disregard ·of the 
capacity of the farmer to pay. I do not 
refer to the question of wages, because after 
all wages do not oount a great deal, but 
I do bitterly complain that many industries 
have been crushed because of the irksome 
conditions laid down in the legislation en
acted by the present Government. The 
Government have never attempted to estab· 
lioh an industry of any kind. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR~1AN: Order ! 
I ask the hon. member to co-nnect his 
remarks with the vote. 

Mr. :;\;IMMO: I shall connect mv remarks 
by reminding hou. members opposite that 
there is not a bigger demand for primary 
products in Queensland because the people 
have not been encouraged to establish second· 
ary industries, and primary products can· 
not be purchased in adequate quantities 
unless a large industrial population is avail
able with a reasonable volume of purchasing 
power at its disposal. Only the other day 
we had a report that the consumption of 
margarine in Queensland almost equalled 
the consumption of butter, that is to say, the 
people are buying margarine beeause they 
cannot afford to buy butter. The hon. mem
ber for KelYin Grove repeatedly refers to 
the Opposition as a party opposed to high 
wag£s. That is untrue. Refutation of that 
statement is to be found in the fact that 
during the whole period of the Moore 
Government's regime the highest basic wage 
in Australia was paid in Queemland. 

This Committee should see to it that boys 
are taught farming by being trained under 
practical conditions. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba suggested that the St. Lucia 
training farm for boys should be transferred 
to the Darling Downs. I have no objec
tion to that, because I realise that boys 
tra;ncd at the farm in its present location 
right in the city will have the continuous 
pull of the city to contend with, whereas, 
if thev were trained on a similar farm 
situated on the Darling Downs, they would 
be trained in a country atmosphere and 
under conditions which they would rapidly 
assimilate. I strongly ur!l'e the Minister to 
reconsider the whole posrtion. 

Mr. lVIAXWELL (Too1c-onrJ) [12.38 p.m.]: 
I do not agree with the hon. member for 
East Toowoomba that the training farm at 
St. Lucia should be closed altogether, an<l 
that another training farm should be estab
lished on the Darling Downs. I do not 
blame anyone for believing that the Dar. 
ling Downs and 'I'om,·oomba are the be-all 
and end-all of practical farming comlit.ions 
and climate, because the district is a verv 
good one in both respect~. but there are 
other places pqually as good. \Vc have had 
a fairly full discussion on this question, and 
I am proud of the fact that I am the repre
sentative of the electorate in which the 
farm is situated. Government membcrq 
have claimed that boys sent to farms are 
exploited. I can only rebut the otatement 
made by the hon. member for Kelvin Grove, 
\vho spoke about boys being explo:ted by 
farmers who took them down at every turn 
by reminding him of a certain man 
whom I knew. He used to tell a lie so 
often that eventually he really believed it 
to be true. Some hon. members opposite· 
do this. \V e could not have had better 
evidence to refute those allegations than we 
obtained from the Minister himself. We 
did not ask him for the information he gave 

[Mr. 1\'immo. 

Committee. The Minister read a num· 
of letters, and at the time I interjected 

we should proceed with the Estimates and 
get to those of the Department of Labour 
<>nd Industry and the Railway Department, 
but perhaps, after all, it was just as wen 
that the letters were reac1. They effectively 
nailed the ridiculous and wrong statements 
made by members of his own party. 

The Minister himself has made the state
ment in this Chamber that more jobs were 
offering on farms in the country than he 
could supply boys. He made that state
ment not onlv in this Chamber but also 
outside when u discus2ing agricultural mat
ters. I would refer the hon. gentleman to 
the following statement made by Mr. A. E. 
Ha], Chairman of the Queensland Appren
ticeship Committee, when speaking at the 
annual meeting of the Queensland Division 
of the New Settlers' League of Australia, on 
the 29th September, 1933 

" 'We are starving for boys to train 
and then place them in positions on the 
land." 

The report of the meeting goes on to say-
" Several of the speakers held that the 

parents were largely to blame for the 
fact that the general scheme, including 
that of training, was not as successful 
as it should be. 

" Mr. Hall said that they could not 
get sufficient boys for the training vacan
cies at Riverview. Indeed. there also 
was trouble in filling the vacancies at 
St. Lucia. At Riverview, where the 
boys would get an excellent training, 
fitting them for a future as settlers, 
there were thirty-five vacancies. He 
would take lads from fifteen to twenty 
years of age. Mr. W. A. Jolly, C.M.G., 
urged that the impression amongst some 
parents, that once the lads had been 
trained and served on farms they would 
be at a dead cmd and have no future, 
shonld be dispelled. He considered there 
were greater opportunities on the land 
than in any other calling." 

No hon. member, inespective of his politics, 
can logically argue that the St. Lucia lands 
are not farming lands, because, in the early 
days of Brisbane, some of the finest farms 
were located on that site and all around 
that portion of the electorate. I know many 
professional people who have realised the 
importance of agricultural training. In one 
instance in my own electorate the parents 

their son on the St. Lucia training farm, 
remarked that the training received 
been particularly good. The Minister 

absolutely sincere in what he is doing, and 
I think the hon. gentleman wants to do his 
job; but the hon. member for Wynnum has 
touched an important point when he says 
that, although the Secretary for Agriculture 
may be quite prepared to do certain things, 
the restrictions placed upon him by his 
Government, owing to a certain environment 
in and around the city, puts a different con
struction upon it altogether. 

The hon. member for Hamilton empha
sised this morning that the OppDsition are 
earnestly desirous that boys should go on 
the land. Personally, I have advised many 
hoys to go on the land, and, in doing so, 
have pointed out what was emphasised by 
the hon. member for Murilla-that whereas 
the apprentice to a trade gets 12s. 6d. a 
week, the farm boy receives 15s. a week and 
keep. Much of the trouble of boys not 
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->:lf''::-.iriEg to go on the land arisc:3 fron1 the 
publication-perhaps uuwittlngl~T-of pie~ 
tures in S('lllC of the weekly papers carica
i'rring- life on the land, referring to ··Dad 
and DaYc on the farm/' and giYing an 
t'Htircly erl'oncous irnprFs;;;ion of what the 
farmer wants a boy to do. People who say 
that they would not allow their boys to go 
01.1 1[1_, • fn nn forget the sacrifices of the early 
pl011('(']';3, 

The Opposition do not stand for starva
tion \Yagc~. :\Ve stand for \Vhat an indui':ltrv 

n n pay-for decent "\Yagcs and decent C'ori
ditions. 

2\Ir. BRAS',IXGTOX icterjected. 

:\Ir. ::\L\XWELL: The proof of that is 
that I haYe bPcn in the positioll that the 
Lon. n1c1nbcr has not b0rn in; I bavc been 
nn crnployer, and haYe alw.Lys hclieyc.J that, 
to get the ht>:--t ont of a 1na11, you rnust giye 
hint clecL'lJt \Yngt -~ and conditions. 

:\lr. Bn ',~'lKGTOX: That is what this party 
adYucatcs. 

~,(r. =.IXX\\ ELL: I objeet to that dap
trnp. for that is all it is. I object to the 

')Ilg' that is always sung by hon. 1nc1nbeL;; 
...-.. ppo:-:ite-that " The \rorkcr~, arc· 
'>;pl•Jit~'(L ,. Any exploitation of the v, 
~-, nut b.'-' lc>gitimate decent t'rnplo:·"Pr"', but 
l)\' sonl(' lwn. 1nl'lnbc1 on the ot.ht'r siJe. 
·.;ho go t.he whole hog to exploit thern by 
rni .. deading thorn. 

The SECf{ET~\RY FOR AGHICl~LTCRE 
F. IY. Bulcock, Burcoo) [12.46 p.m.]: 

<111~\, er io thn hem. nt0n1ber for Toowong, 
would that his information is entirdv 

is impossible to sat[sh th.e 
all employers for boys. ' That 

hils been n1.Y consta.nt experience during the 
term of the St. Lu ia cstablishme11t, .and it 
is true that for eYery position for \Yhich -we 
arc .~ble to supply a boy.r ,~\YO c:n1plo:.ers. ~re 
Ullrtb.e to get a boy. laat IS a posll10n 

' ~:ich ~hould be rechli0d. I conoTaiulate 
i1Je hon. ilH'tnbcr for '".roo\voug on °hi:-:; con
YCrsion ro the St. Lncia schcinc. f-Ie ,~.a' 

:1t the opr~nin~-; of that insiitutlon. 
on tbat ocrnsiDn. 

'\fr. l;C.DtREY }-lORGA~ : \Yhv don't YOU 

1Eritc u~ ull to go out and see 'it? ~ 

Tho SECHETAHY FOR AGRICuLTuRE: 
I haYC: illYitt·d l10n. nH-'tuLers, I thi11k, twice. 
I \rill uud;:u rlic l1t'CC'-::-i<ll'v arraw•eruents 
:.;.hould l1ou. lllCHlhcr;;;; aYail tbe1nselYe~ of rn;
inYit]_tion. 

il. 
::\Ir. GourHEY ~loRG.-\.X: I tlo not ren1e1uber 

SECRETAH.Y FOH ~.I.GHICULTUHE: 
the 11011. n;cnlbcr \Vas not in the: 

J n ('a se the hou. lll8111ber did not 
lF:~Jr t invlt<ttion, I ag·ain extend an 
iuYitation to all hem. llH)tnbers to go to St. 
Lnc-i;1 o-t· OlllC ~lHT{' 1Yitl1 nw. I haYo noth
ir:g io hide and not-hing to bo asha1ned of. 
1 rrm pmncl of tho ntahlishment and the 
work that is L(·;ng do11e there and rnv officer_" 
who are out there. · 

The hon. mernlwr for Oxlcv showed a 
Yerv curwry knowledge of the 'scheme. He 
~aid the boys went to 1\loggill for :1 holiday 
for " fow days. That is not so. Cultiva
tion is done at :Mo~m·ill. Our banana-planta
tion is situated there and entails quite a lot 
of \YOrk. There is agriculture at l\Iog-gill. 
The time will arriYe, if the University 
scheme develops and tlw present site of the 
St. Luc>ia farm is required for a University. 
"·hen ,,.e will tran,for all our buildings to 

That wou1J be the logical thing 
agree \Vith the hou. 1ne1nber for 
wbcn he says there is sornc fine 

land out there to provide the 
basis for the training that is neces

I rcit1:rate. CYen to the point of 
that the doors arc always open 

members or to members of the pub
.·\tn- time thov desirG to Yisit St. Lueia 
a~surc them. lhcv "·[ll be courteouslv 

and !lOt only will thy be informed 
"·ork being done at St. Lucia but 

the:. will also have an opportunity to meet 
tlw students. and partake of a cup of tea. 
\\' e desire that parents should visit St. 
Lucia. ~Ye hav0 never placed any re~t.rirtion 
on Ylf:.it(Jl'S. and no parent has ever com
pln ined to 1110 of the treatment boys have 

at St. Lucia. I think that is a 
record for fUl irto::titution of thi' 

C'haracter. 

L '" (:\Ii.<cellano'" Scn·iccs) agreed to. 

DEPARL\lEXT OF PcnLIC L.\XDS. 

CHIEF OFFE'E. 

T P.ECHET.\HY FOR PG13LIC LA;\IDS 
(Hon. P. Pea'", Hcrb,rt) [12.53 p.m.]: I 

.. Tiwt £45.129 for 'Dc•
'nd---~Chicf p:1 rtllh'l~t oi 

{ ·tiice.'" 

. DE \CO:'\ jCunning! 'm) [12.53 p.rn.J: 
1 '· hb io COllf.:-Tatuhlte the Land ..:\d1nini~tra
t ion i1o;t:.:d 011 it-3 report dealing \Vith the 
ope rat ion' of the dcparin1cnt for tho year. 
I v otdd a L-o like to join with other Iron. 
!ll('n!llr'r, in thankinQ.· the rnembPrs of the 

n1nn-v 
frontcd. 

their C'OUl'te-ous attention to 1nattor:3 
bdore them. The Land Adminis-

13oarcl i.s comprised of very capable 
that knowledge and initia

cs,f'ntial in dealing with the 
\Yith which the:: are con-

n1akC'~ rpfcn'nce to the econo!nic 
fe·w Year"' and its influence 
con~11tiolls preYailing in 

to landholdcro<. During the period 
the ?doore GoYcrnn1cnt'f' tenn the acutc

nn;:,, of that :-torrn \\·as not appreciated bv 
t hr' tlJ·-..n 011position; but thev no\Y have 
to it. It is certainlY _interesting 
to t-!JC report a .in~tifiration of the 
!!l':'n~ur•-..:-:: adopt0d bv thn prcviou~ Govern

a1lc,,iatC1 the hardsbinf caused to 
h.v world conditions which 

to de<trov their means of livdi
that \, ork the J\To01·e Go

Wf!l'P at thf' tin1e ronden1ned bv 
of the thPn Opposition. 11 her8 

1 hf' nr~t plnce. ill(' inauguration of 
. of rural relief. H i2 clcnrh pointed 

Oi!t m th0 renort that that relief scheme 
did hr1J" rhP industrv and was rcsponsible 
for re lucii,m in tho rate of interest. It 
v n:; th':' ftr t in::tance of Gov0rn1nent pres
f'HfC' bring n~ed ln order to obtain relief 
for tl1(~ p1·imary produrers, who wAre then 
\'fll'\ hard prc~~rd b.v the rninons prices pro
vciltJ;Q' f<w 'mol and cattle and other stock. 
('prj 1inlv th,• rPlief granted helped the men 

Lmd. who '"ould othenYi e have been 
behind than thev arc and not in 

to take arlvanta'ge of th(' improved 
that ha.-e since taken place. 

Th(' prese-nt Adn1inistraiion could have 
done .Q10l'P tllan thcv haYc done in the direc
tion of furtlwring tl1o scheme for the dcYelop
wPnt of the land commenced dm·ing the 

111r. Deacon.] 
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regime of the l\Ioore Govcrnrnent. Cer
tainty the v;ork that hw'" been done has 
been beneficial to the State. H has assisted 
lhe il>lprovcrnont of a number of properties 
am! stimulal cd production, but more could 
ha vc been done. It is to be regretted that 
the interest rato on aU.Yanccs under this 
scher.ne has been raised since la-=:t year. That, 
rert;_tinly, is not a rnoYc in the riglJt direc
tion. It would have been far better to 
lower the interest rate, especially as interest 
rate,.:;. in Australia are falling. Goyennnents 
thcJusclvcs, a-; \Ye S[t\'V in this rnorning's 
prPRS, are se"king to obtain loans at a rate 
of interest that H lower than evm·. Surely 
when the State i, receiving the benefit of 
development under this rural development 
scheme the Government could afl'ord to loan 
the rnon<'Y at a lower rate. 

Another direclion in which the scheme is 
hampered is the fact that the landholdors 
or selectors arc not able to choose their own 
labour. So long as the work is well and 
truly done it should not mattr;r where the 
workrmm is obtained. ~\fter all, the em
plo~vrnrnt of any man mPans that one indi
Yidnnl is taken off the labour market. The 
practice is for the names to be placed on 
a regish'r and the employer must generally 
take the first man on that regi,,tor, whether 
he bP capuh:e or incapable. I-Io rnnst take 
that man in the order of the roster. It 
\Youid be nn1f'h better if ernnlovers \n•re free 
to choo c their O\nl b bour. · They 'hould be 
f'-nablt•c1 to select the men frorn \vhom they 
think theY \Yill obtain the bc'\t results. In 
1loc long run it would n.rnonnt to tlw sarne 
J11ing f:O far as tlw labour 1narkPt 1vas con-

rncd, ar1cl it would work Jnuch better for 
the benefit of the State anc1 the bettcrrnent 
of the rH:ople ('~11ploycd. Production create 1 

\York, and tho 1norc one gets frorn the rnoncy 
inn-- 3tcd in productiou, the rnore Frnployrnent 
OllP en 3, aud this is for the betterrnent 
c,f tlL' ·t!?. TlJE~ ~,_joy(·rnrnent insj~t upon 
the Y a~o being pa.ic1. 

The· TEMPORARY CHAIRMA~: The 
1JOn. llJC'HJlJer ],..:; LIP~ding \Vith the 'Tote rclabng 
to lJPll<li'tmcllt of PL!blic Lnnds >tllcl I fail 
to ~ce ll0\1c llP can c Ol\JJCCt the ba.::iiC ~\ 1ge 
~ .. ith the Jund. 

:\fr. DEACOX: T!Jc,e are the concLtio!lS 
of en111loyrnent ins]. tcd upon before the 
~ >leetors can obtain the be11ciit of the rural 
dc\"C'lopn1cnt ~chcnlL'. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Ord<er! 
lt i-> no1 t1w rural dt'Ycloplllf'llt :-.chenu· tlm.t 
i~ Leing di~cus:sed under this YOte. 

~h. DE:),CO~: It is !he; Chief Office vo'e 
of tht JJL•partnH'llt of Fublic Lands that is 
under discussion at prc~cut, ;:nnl we are 
follo-.,-ing the precedent already laid down. 

Tl,o Tf<:J\IPfllL\ItY CHAIR\JA:\': Order! 
Tlll'l'e is 11otJ1illg iu that. rc·port dealing 
with the bn~ic vvagc. 

'iir. DEACON: There is in this report. 

The TE}11l'ORAHY C!LURi\IAN: The 
l10n. nH•mber can dc'al only with tho Yoto 
before the Committee, " 

~[r, DEACON: I was fol!owill<r the ust.wl 
\)f"J:licr of (:isrn.;;:-.ing tltC' -..rh~lc of the 
lleparlnwnt of Public Lends ou this vote. 

c\t 2 p.m., 
'\lr. \V. T, Krxo l'P'umcd the chair. 

'IIL DF \COX: J\lr. King, yonr prcclc· 
c• -.;or in the· chair ruled that on tJJis Yote 

[ Jlr, Deacon. 

l could not discuss anything that did not 
appear therein. On the Hrst al!ot:ed day 
for the di~cu"-~·ion of the E"timates in Chief 
the Chainnan of Con1mittees, Mr. IIansonr 
illtimated to hon, members that he intended 
to follow the usual practice of allowing a 
discn·· ion of the whole of each department 
on the l'hief Office vote, and then strictly 
con!ining subsequent debates to the parti
c· ulrtr :::.nb-llepartrncnt. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA;'\: Other 
than Trust Funds. 

Mr. DEAC01\': Yes. 

The TE:V1l'OHARY CHAIRMAX: The 
Jlmctice is to allow a full discussion of the 
whole do)Jartment on the Chief Office vote 
if the matters dc•batod arc financed out of 
·eon~-,olidateU reY<Hluo, but no discw~sion will 
be permitted on rcyenuc Estimates of 
matters dealt ,-,ith in trust, special, and loan 
funds. 

Mr. DEACO:'>J: I propose to discuss the 
rural de,~dopment scheme. Now does that 
come under trust funds or consoli"cbted 
l'€VC'llUC? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA:'>J : I can 
inform thp hon. member that on page l34 
of t hP E ~tiu1ates. dea!i11g- -..vith the Loan 
Fund Account, there is a'n amount set out 
under the Dejlartment of Public Lands for 
a rural advancl•s fund. The question of 
rural development in relation to that fnncl 
ct:n be discussed when that itern is roac.heJ. 
hut it cannot be dl~cu!'-::·q·d en tlu~ re Cllt ~· 
E ,timates for the Chief Office. 

~.lr. DEACO:'-J: I hope, J\fr. Temp.Jr"ry 
Chairman. that vou v. ill bear in n1ind tiJe 
fact that rn,~ tiu;c has bePn \Ya''ted by tbc 
TPrnporary Chairman of Corn1nlttees, t..fue to 
no fault of my own. I admit that Yery good 
work has been done in this direction, but 
nnwh more could be done if the Govern· 
n1cnt •vould onlv case the conditions. 1t 
,, onld be worth ,\·hilc to case the conditiom. 

The SECRET,IRY FOR Pt~BLIC LANDS: \Yhat 
do c'OU mean by that? 

i\lr. DE"\ CO~: I am clcbQrred from going 
anv further on that tllltil we reach the 
tn;,t funck 

TIH> TK\IPORAR Y CHAIRMAN : Order! 

I\-Ir. DEACO~: Then: is another 1natter 
\dJich is rnuch n1orc interesting, or js ju~t 
a . .; ]Htcrc~ting, a11d thnt is tho \\ark carried 
o,<t 1,,~ the c]i,trict improvement boards, I 
thiuk that tlw ~11nistcr made a zrcat 
Jllistak~._'--

ThP SECRETAHY FOn Pt:BLIC LANDS : I do 
r.ot control thr' distl'ict impmvcment boards, 

1\!r. DEACO:'\: Some of the wol'k carried 
nut h~:~t year -.,yas carried ont bv the di:::irict 
iltlJll'Ovc11l'1Jt Loards. V 

The SrcHETARY FOR Pc:BLIC L\XDS: Ko, 

~,fr, DEA(;O:'<: \ portion of tho annual 
report by j he dr'partmout is deYotecl to its 
\YOrk. and n~ th<' mnt.trr is rnentioned ln the 
rqwrt I take it that I am in order in 
discu~:-lin~ it. 

The TK\IPORARY CHAIH.J\JAK: Order! 
I clo not "~ant to interrupt the hon. member 
undnl,-;~, nor do I 'Yish to ,tifle discussion, buc 
if the ' .. ork of di trict impro>ccment board~ 
is Lot incorpomted in tho Department of 
J'nblic Lands I cannot allow him to clie
cu~s 1t. 
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1\~r. DEACl I:'\: The matter is dealt with 
in the annual report by the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PPBLIC LAKDS: :\'ot 
now. Tl1L·rc is no provision 011 these Esti
mate:-~ for Jistrict irnprovernent boards. 

:\lr. DEACO:\: I am pointing out to the 
lVfini~tcr--

The TE='-li'ORARY CHAIR'\IA~: Order! 
My rllling to the hon. member is that ther0 
rnay bc an opportunity to discuss that n1:1tter 
011 .anoi IH•r \'Ote; ii is not included ill the 
Ef-;tituat.c'~ for tlJC Departrnent of Public 
Lanch:. 

l\I1·. DEAC\):'-J: Th1s \York "·as carried out 
by the D<·pal'!ment of Public Lands last yerrr. 

The TE:',!PORAHY CI-lAIRMA:.'\: Order! 
The hon. rnembcr ha:'i heard my ruling. 

Mr. JJEACO:\': Anv v.·ork carried out k 
the Dc>]lartment of Public Lands last vca'r 
r·honlcl be opc:1 for discussion. · 

J\'Ir. J\IOORE : Thcv arc anxious to burke 
dj ~c:us,cion 011 everything. 

Mr. DE"\ CO:'\: All I can oav is that it is 
not g(·!·:g tn 1JP!p the l\lini~te~~ in any wny 
jf c1i ~c'll·~icn i;- prc'Yentccl. The rep,ort {:4 
thr'rt'. .\t t1Je pre~Pnt iirnc the ·work of 
di~nin iraproYC1YH'Jlt lJoard:-; is bri11g ra:;_·
rlcd out L.~- la ·a] authorities. 

not 
r on Pl'BLic LA?\D~: I do 

]cc·tl snthu1·iti1;;; cithrr. 

J\JL 1)E_.:\CPl\: I want to point out to 
Hw i\Iin1~t<>r rh<lt the D('}lartn1Pllt of Public 
Land;-; ~honid cxc-rci~c· (·LU'P OY<"l' the "toek 
rnntr·~. 

Th, R_ · l.P.l'.\1-l.Y FOR Prm.1c L.\::\DS: It i~ 
not undc1· the chal'gc of rny dppnrtn1e11t. 

:'.lr. DEACOl'<: It o<hould be, and I want 
Ivlini::;tcr to hrinu; thcu1 back undee hi." 

l\o oth('l' dCpartnH~nt has so nnwh 
concern for tlH' '' 0~farc of :;;.tack rontv;;: as 
the ])('O~lrtmellt of Public l..;:Ullls. Th(-' 
dr·partuJ,f'ni dn1 \1·_, the n:11ts frotn the lanJ.
lJOldP:r~. 1 f the rlepartrrH•nt 1s to hL' a 
g.,nd b"dlortl :, 1,ould it not help them in 
cve1·y po ·.ilJlP I\ c:y '( The dq1artr:ncnt ~hol;ld 
f'Olltl'cl t]lL' :--tock rontps aud re~ervPs. The 
lccal antlJOritif s can do nothing \Yith the 
~t -~,_·k re:-<cn·r···; tlw.v IllU;.,'tj apply to the 
d·'1ml'tnH't!t. rrhey c·.anuot l(•asl' or do any
thing \Yith t]H'Hl \·;lthout the consL•nt of tht' 
l\Iini~tcr. The l\Iitt1ster cannot get a wa~· 
frma it that the last word in the control 
of r1. <'l'Ye'~ re ..:ts y;ith the J\.IipisLt>r. 

The SECRETAI.Y roR l'rEnc L\XJJ--: In 
tl1!s in~tancc the :\Iilli'-tt>r happcw:; to be the 
Jlmnc Sncretary. 

:VIr. JJEACO~.;: The Sccn·tarv for Public 
L:1nd~ n1ust con..:;c•nt to anv lc<JsC' of rcse1·vt>i'. 
n(':'{'j'Y(lC', under control Of local authoritief-l 
arc adntinist.el'Pd by thl' Dcpa.l'cll1C'nt of 
Public Lwdo. :\lam· of them \Yere created 
for thf~ purpo:-::.0 of~ assisting stock O\Yners 
to travel tlwir stock to markPt. There is 
nothing f-'0 irnporta.nt to tlw vastorali:-.t,-; 
am! 1 hP JH'Oplc in the \Y est ern dis
trict.::: ;,:.:-:, good stock routes and resCl'\-cs to 
a'·sist i11 getting stock to market. In 
man; cases the charges made by the Tiail
\\ a,\' Dcparbucnt for taking 'tack to Inarket 
ad' lllllH!'r-.e:-: ... arily high. lt l"' uoi- po~~iblc 
for O\vncrf' to couvey their stuck by rail to 
rnarkPt .aud ~how a profit. They 1nust take 
the road. It is f!OOd bt,inces for the State 
to se,' that all tmvellilJg stock have \Ye:J. 
ddined stock routes lo tran!l oYer, and that 

there are stock reserves for resting the 
cattle, and a plentiful water supply. 

The SECHETARY FOR Punr.rc LAKDS: Parlia
ment decided that local authorities should 
coutrol then1. 

:\Ir. DEACOi'i": I am not saying anything 
about local authorities. All I sav is that the 
Department of Public Lands 'should can
t ,,,·,1 these rcscJ·,·cs and see to it that the 
)JCople haYing charge of them do their 
\York. The i'Jinistcr cannot L.;capc his 
rc>."'J>Olls1bili1~· by sayi11g it is not his fault 
if things go \\l'Oilf;. llc could try to put 
tlwm right. It is up to me to show him 
htF· thP,Y :-:l1ould be put right, and it is 
his clut~· to put tlJem right, and if it is 
not tben he should RPP to it that it is. He 
is in c:lwrgC' <'f thf~ dopartn1cnt which is the 
lundlonl of the State. In no other country 
do<~s the land:nrd. lhc n'Jll'Co<cntative of the 
State-', l!C'gl(•ci hl:~ duty. Ou 111anv occasions 
ln tbi:;; C5harnb('f .,.~_, haYc heard 'bon. Inem
UNo oppo<itc talking about how landlords 

their duties and throw the rc~ponsj-
on to the tenant. In this case, af' well 

a" an,v otla•r case: the duty of attending to 
tltf' '>tork routos and resern:-s rest~ on the 
LLnd1ord, n:-nncly, tb0 dcparttnPnt "\Yhose 
( ·tiuwJt'~ we arc drEt:iug ·with. 

:\Ir. FoLt:;·: ~yiiat i~ wrm.Ig \Yith. the stock 
r, utc~ llO\\.: _l_ he :-ystcn1 1~ a fan~ one. 

DEAC'O::'\: Tltrrc is no ST,·~t0n1 at 
ThPre was a sys:ten1 for a ~h~rt tin1c. 
is 110t tnkcn of thcrn. They ltaYl! bC'f ~l 

po~,sc.;.·,,1on of by tra~,· stock. 
!"tod~ \Yi'1 be- £onnd on neudy a1l 
rcutes. and lllO~th~ th('Y an~ f''1tcn out. 
The fee<! on 'lock· route~ \Yill not laot for 
all\- 1f'nl!.'i-h of tin1P if ~tray st.ork and 1he 
"tl,:,.k ~)f nPiglJbouri11g iandl1ulders are 
:dlo"·ed to eat them out. 

~\[1·. G. C. TnLOR: Don't vou think that 
t!H p-,stora1i: t~ thc'n1sch·es ~};ould see to it 
that the',\' arp 11ot eaten out·: 

'·Ir. llE<\COC\J: They cannot stop it. 

~Ir. G. C. T;.nou: Thev ch•libcraieh- put 
their stock on thP stock ~·out.cP. " 

:\Ir. DL\COX: It might so happen that 
is oHlv one sc1(J'tor iu the clistrlrt 

\Yhi~h tht~ stock route passPs who 
~urh an indiYidnal conld take 

of 1t. That j, done all over the 
In smnc district~ the old Ptock are 

out on to the stock route • to f cwl for 
tlH'!llH_,h·es. On f:tock nnttl'~ al1 oYer the 
cc:untrY brnmbics a.11cl o\1 n:-:clP~s horses and 
:;;tLtv ~(·attle ra.n le ;;;;ecn e-ating ont the 
stock mutes. That should not be allowed. 
ThL' dnt\' l'(' ts on the str.te, representc~d 
ln· thl' of Pullic Land-. to SPC 

tO it that rontc~ al'(' prOlK'dy con-
troll ·d. rc1Jort of the Land Adnlini~-
h 1tion l1o:nd ;.-hen~:~ that thP district 
lm:n·oYCUJCJH boards dicl good work \Yht n 
eh q·~·cd \Yith the adrnini~tration of sto::·k 
routes and re wrves. 

The ,O~:cRFT\HY FOR Pt:BLIC LAciDS: Parlia
UlPllt altt•rcd their control. 

:\L'. DE.\ CO:'-;: The n1ojm ih- on 
Gon'l'llJnent ~ide a:tcred the controL 
'·"''~ uni \'Cr'all:· af:rCccl that the di,tr;ct 
irnprovclncnt boards shou]d continue to 
acluinister ,tork routes and reserves. ..~.\.11 
th eYidcnce v. a:;; in fu.Ynur of that. 

I do not p.!'opose to discuss the respective 
111.rits n£ p<'!·petual leasehold and freehold 
tclJurc ', but, according to the report of the 

MT. Deacon.] 
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L<:-1nd ~\dtnini~tration Board, perpetual loasc
],old land ;, dcurcr to the ,eJector than is 
fec-~ehold. fol' '''hcreas the aycrage annual 
rental~insta.lnwnt of pnrchaso price-on 
af!ricultnral farms is £9 15s. ld .. and tormi
nnt:•::;; within ~ c0rtain period. the aYeragc 
onnua! nmtal on perpetual lease'• is £7 10s. 
10d .. and i., perpetual. .Just cousidcr the 
difference in actual cash to the owner of the 
land during· hi.;; lifctin1o: 

In the last couple of ycan tho :\1inistcr 
hCLs had a g·ood run in that a large area of 
conntry \va:-:: r0ady for selection, and a large 
area has been succe>Sfullv selected on the 
ea::.;_v terr11s illjt-iated by th~~ proyious Govern

The ~£'lector- arc likely to bf~ success
should bG a trcrncndous 

In hi;:; reply the :iviiuish~r rnight give 1110 

i1:foruw.tiou concc'rning b\"O n1att0r~. One 
HU:ttter concerlls tigPr pt•ar. The report dors 
not indjcate clPadv \Yhc,thcr the oppratjons 
foi" the control anCl extPnuination of this
the 1no·:J rbngcrous pest '' ith \Yhich Quccns
l dld lw~ to contend-an:~ being co11tinuedo 

t i' not uncontrnllable, and I trust 
to control and exterminate it 

continued. The other question 
,, tG the - )]di(•r :,cttlculCr.t at X(•urngna, 

\VC'l'C' unde-r \Y.av la::'t verrr 
n water supply. Th~ succc;sful 
of thnt sett]crnelli dt~pends ver_v 

on \\'fl ter, an cl the ~Iinister rnight 
giYc u- so1nr iuforrnation on the n1 :tter. 

l\Ir. FOLEY (Xornwn/1_11) [2.15 p.m.]: 
rPport of the Land __,_\dminjstra-

tlon ,-hich. bv the . is a splendid 
do:~nuJr_•ni { ·:Jntaining~ a ·dr:nl of iufor-
nlatioil, one 1~ >truck Ycrv forciblv \Vith th(~ 
ftlet th"t the rnen on the 'bnd ar~ getting a 

of ~-o[;·nition by ,,-av of concc;;;-
1~ a ( ;nnnlcfc rCfutation of 

thnt h~ve been n1nrlc bv 
oppm-;~te in thls ;.,c--;sion of 

Pnrlinn10nt. Frou1 bc'ginuing to end of the 
of th<' n'port which rLah ""irh land 

j. apprised of the cnonnons 
n re br-ing gi \·en to SP' tlf'rs. 

o'ujcct being- to help the s:-ttlPr 
tlw producti,-it: of the State. 

at 8 of the report. we 
SJ']oction' to the 

of 2.311. CO'. Pr-in[t 1otal 
22.Jt;o. 711 n( r0.'. ha ye, had thPir 
1 LJCI'.t'cL for hYcnh.r-Pig·ht vears. 

to tho belli'fit':; that hayc 
c: r0snlt of the rPdnctions in 

rrrlt~. a;:; they apply to shet?p-
1~r.der tllc relief scllcnli"': 

cf bavc' br•en r xtcnded for 
a j-f'rrn of :-lPYI•H _\'f'ars, rlfld thr•ro has been 
'' 25 pr;r cent. reduction in their rents. the 

cnnonnt of hcndlt to those 
£327.366. In nddition to 

a bencf1t bY ,_. '"- of 
of rnort!l',l'l£' interest rate~ fl'oln 7 to 8 per
C't'nL to 4~ ~to 5 per cent.; so that. frotn that 
point of Yie\Y alotH:, conslderablc relief is 
b:•iug e.:perienrcd by Ul[Lny sett1crR. 

l\lr. PLF~I!\ETT: Don't you think tlw~e con
{'es,;:;io:ns ·wero necessary? 

~'-Ir. FOLEY: Y cs, they were necessary. 
ThcrP "-~s. no doubt, that at the time that 
n:ljf'f sr}F·nH~ was inaugurnbxl the indu,tr.v 
w::s ~qff( ing as the rr-sult of the very lo\Y 
pricf's preYailing fo.r it~ produrb'. anrl 1 jn 
2ddition to that, rnany areas wcro adYel'•·o1y 
!Te~ir·d b~.· the prc,-aillug climatic condi

That rc1 it>£ \Vas cs;;;cntial, and, no 

fJfr. Deacon. 

d0ubt. v.ill be extended jf cot.dilion" war 
ra11t it. }fany rnprnbers of the Opposition 
claim that the Labour Pnrtv haYP no svm
pathy for the man on the hu;d. and they ·"arc 
anxious to force him off the lnnd. \Vith the 
a,h-cnt of the 1927 Lnnd Act there appeared 
r, different outlook in rc~·ard to the n1an on 
t'~:e lsnd. About the tirnc wLPn the Land 
Adrninie.tration Board ;yas appoinkcl, the 
attitude of the department tm• anls its 
tt'IHU1ts changed considerably. One 1Iini:-:tt~r 
tolcl me at that time that previously the 
outlook in that dep.~l·trn('nt was to ~quceze 
tltP L:1s.t ounce out of tl1e average tenant. 
'l'hat "\Yas the ayr-ragt~ outlook of Land 
DcpartuF 11t officials, v. ho were cllcle-avout'ing 

tnak~: a. good showing for thcn1sclves at 
Pxpeme of their tenants. Tlw outlook 
b0en cor~::::iderabJv cl1anged since that 

tiniC, and. as pointed~ out 11~." th· C'hainn<l n 
of tln~ board, it js ncc0s~<.ny to intl·Gduc0 
l<'g-i:.datlon in practically cn~ry ~e~sion of 
P~l rliun1c11t to 1neet changing conditions. I 
UHJ.y be pnrdoned for refl'n·jng tD thr- con-

that hayo been g·lven to encourage 
de\'Plopn1r~1t of smne o-f our i)a~Lorrd 

nl'cas, and to bring the land up to 
productive ~tal-e th~u1 prPviou:';l_v. 
dn11e by the granting: of devp}oprnental 
v:ith ~prciJ_l conditions, in regard to the 
flpyp]opmcut of diffic:ult cattle cnnntrv. That 
i;-- of nclvDntn.go to tho StatP. It hns. crented 
a co11sidorable mnount of lllOY''lllent in 1r1oncy 

our pastoral districts. as. \Yell a~ nt<.cde 
land 1110re producti'. .' a ten-

till' posirion ...:pt.ler 
he h1 n bc-ttt~r chance 

a gl_'enter carr;ying capacity a~ a rc.ndt 
nf the irnprOYf'tnOilt to hls land, anJ will thus 
le b€'-ttf'r situated to 1nc0t ~~dn:-rse conditions 
b,·ought about !J,_ 1 fall in prier.'. O',"Cr the 

,jx years 221 p~storal d0;"elopmcntal 
\YC'l''} granted, roverillg an of 

45.534 ~qnaro 1niles, or 29, 782,0CD an·cs. 
~pr-cial den•lopnH~lJtal conresslons \\~rre 

to 371 existing pastoral holders and 
sclPctor, coYcring H n area a _ug-ro

gatitJg- 47,966,201 acres. The e,·cppral 0ffcct 
of thc~o conces.'3ions -.,yill Le that tnuch of 
d1:-tt land, ou "\YlJlrh ypry little iu the way 
o~· irnprOYC'Inonts ·\ya:-; done in the past--

IVfr. SPARKF:R: The land tux forc-ed tlte 
people off the land. 

~rr. FOLE:{: I nrn spc::tking of lca-.;chold 
h r d at the prcs(•nt rnc.mc·nt. it JUst 
8ho<\"S that there is ~l good d<'al 
~~·0nt Eng freehold land and 
r-f the t;Jx. I-IoYVl'Yf'I" I 
to be c1 ra y·n into n, 
i Thi~ 1" port ~ho'-\ riJ::tt" 

sptr:ial concf's~ions to 
· tl"'1_·fi1 tc lmproYe 

ir re::;q• its c;~rryitJ~ capacit.\". I 
tlllL]ook nf of tht"3C nH'Jl. Thl'v havn 
~h2"l"r •·onf-:·nt to along, tlragging a~ n1nch 
ns the, co1_dd of the land. n~1aki11L ~q 
nJuch J1rofit ns possible dut·ing the C1UJ~C'llDY 
c f tLcir lc<l"-e, and rc•tiri11g 'iVhnn th0 P,Tf:ab~r 
po;·tion of the Jand 1.vas rosu:mcd. Tho con
ce~::;ions \\·e an~ givjng- thcrn indur8 thPlU to 
carry out aclditio'nal ilnprovf>monts. 

It i~ int0l'C'f'ting al-.o t.o not0 the nunlbC'r 
of '"lectors who "haYo !wen aff<'df'd bv tho 
r:Tanting f f adclitlonfll arcns-962 pc~:~ons, 
the nr~_·..ts a~gregating 2.580,352 ncres. The 
gTanting of an additional area to a ~cttler 
\Yho rrquires the extra land i11 order to 
ha Ye n li\ ing nrea is really ono of the finest 
pit"' "C''l of legislation passed b~· this Parlia
ment. Up to the cnacimcnl of the Act 
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enabling this to be done there was no power 
to permit the department to assist any indi
vidual struggling along 01n an area of 
countn insufficient to enable him to make 
his bnsinc·ss a payable proposition. 'The 
uclditional po-,ver has been of immeasurable 
bc>ndit to many men throughout the State. 

:'\Ir. SP.\RKES: You are not taking the 
credit for that': 

Mr. FULEY: \Ye arc taking the credit 
for that. The L~1nd Adntinistration Hoard 
obtained this jJower as a result of the policy 
( f tbc Lab2ur GoYenunent. \Y'hilst. on this 
quc.:;tion I ;n:ty h-~ pardoned for giYi11g nu 
illnstrati·Jn. not only of the effect of this 
policy b,v -wa~\ of providing eu1ployrnent in 
the di~nict { :Jnccrned. but aLso bv "\Ya v of 
giving q nu~11ber of settlers arBas \\~hich 
will eiHtb!e them to enjoy a clccent standard 
~f living and ruakc their position rnorc 
~f'Clll"P, I ref(·r to tll~" ~Vla~\"Pl'il Dtr 'IlS l )~cl
ing· in the Captd!a district. On .the expira
tion of th~ lea·,c the department intendetl 
tu rPncw. o·wing to a statenH;nt of lo~scs 
O\'Cr a pcriocl of years that had been sub
mitted by the original holder. Whether that 
:--1 atc·:ru'nt V- zt.... c·otTt'Cl or otlH•r·.<if'e. I clG 
11or kilO'N. Ltlt that is ho-..y the C'a.sc \Yas 
pr H'J!t: cl tu thP department. Quite a 
,llllllbcr n£ sctUers joined in an a~itation 
against that course, baYing asccrtaiued that 
the dernxtn1e~1t could grallt thcrn an addi
tional area if the land were aYailable. The 

lw b:_'f'~t that thP 'l' llJPll hc1 \·t· het'n 
in a rnorc secure positiCA~ and then-: 

aJso the onlstandillg fact, Lhat. the "'ork 
of ff~ncin~1 • \Yell-sinking, and irnproYelll('nt~ 
011 1JH' additional areas has been greater 
antl c t mol'e l1crwfit to the district than was 
the wl;c]i' of tl1o ,., ork done under the lease 
l1clrl b,~ thL' ::\IalYt'rn DowDs Pnstora} Cmn
pany. cIf the same principle is appli0cl to 
the whol0 of the State, hon. members can 
at once g-rasp the cnorn1ous benefit accruing 
to the Statu generally. The ayerage bush 
wm·ker benefit, and the settler is in a bNter 
position. 

Tlrc flt1C· uon of ne\Y f;ettlmnents has not 
been m erlookf'Cl. The department is pro
C( crlin,Q' vvit1J that work whel'evcr land~ are 
n.Yailo 1J!f'. 

J\h. KE:-::-<Y: The report does not speak 
too 1Ycll on that. 

:VIr. FOLEY: Tlw report simply sots out 
thP hcts-that the land was aYailablc. that 
tlw leases of certain areas were rcrlewed. 
otlH'r an~as being aYailable for selection on 
condition that the prescribed developmental 
work IYas carri('J out~ for additional areas 
and for nrw selec-tions. Had a larger area 
lwt'Jl n vailablP. the figures in the report 
~'. ouJcl haYP lH'cn much rnore illnminating-. I 
hnr- llfJ <lonht tha.t the incroosed dcvelop-

0f t h'f'';;(' la11ds as a rE'snlt of generous 
fron1 a syn1pathetic Government 

be rdlPctud in the not vorv far distant 
fnture. c 

The n'port points out that some of the 
country was so thickly coYcrecl "\Vith 

in the past that it was irnpos
a beast to walk through it, yet 

"--' a result of the far-sighted polic:-· 
nf the Dq><trtment of Publin Lands. thR 
1war pest has been completely eradicated 
bv biological and other m(~ans. The carry
jqg c.:pn'-:it\' of the country has been in1-
H1P .~nn h]Y i111proYPd. There a.ro photo
gTaphs in 1hc rPport illustratjng the benefit,;;: 
th'J v·ill he cnjo~ed by the landholder and 

ihe State generally as a result of pear 
eraclication and ringbarking activities. All 
these benefits flow from the generous assist
ance of a sympathetic GoYcrnment. \Vith 
the increased carrying capacity following 
tl1e eradication of Y<'getable pesLs and the 
dc,truction of tree growth the settler is in 
a muc·h better position to meet his financial 
comrnitments than would oth('r\vise have 
been the case. 

~Iuch ha." al:--o b:'('ll d<·llt: to 1·id thC' cotln
tr of noxious weeds. \\' e can point with 
p{·Jde to \Yhat has bc'cn done in connection 
''it!, tile eradication of t.bc prickly-pear, but 
it is adrnilted that much more can still be 
cLJile in the c1~ -.trnction of noogoora burr 
and other n~getablc pest<:;. Cases have been 
hrolTght urHler 111y notice 1vlwrc big pastoral 
lr's ·L'<'s ha Ye t!Pliberarely neglected the growth 
of noogoora burr and other noxious weeds 
in antic11Httion that at tlt~ expiration of 
th~ir lRasos t.hcv would t.herebv be in a 
1 1osition to nutke ,;n1nch better tcrn1s for them
seln's .,-ith the department. 

)lr. SP.\RKES: That i:; not correct. 

!\Ir. FOLEY: Caccs ha Ye actually been 
brought undPr !Hy notice wlwre pastoral 
lessees ha,,c dPlibPrately worked along these 
Iincs. and thov were le--sees \Yho could well 
afford to !"pCnd sufficient n1oney to copo 
\\ith these pc 'ts. \Vhcthcr thC,'·C tactic·s will 
::-.u-::>ceed rc1nain--, to be seen. but n1uch will 
depend upon the advice' that will be t.en
derccl to the cleprrrtrncnt by its land corn
lni;.;;:;ioncu and rangers. SoHIC of these 
le---sees ha,-c actually told me that their 
failure to fulfil }War-clearing conditions was 
bast•c] on the belid that in ucglecting their 
holdings t hev \Yould be able to make better 
L>rlns \"> jth tho departrncnt upon the expira
tion of their lea,es. Thev told me that 
the.'" lmd been ad,·iscd to- this effect and 
that thcv had accepted this acl,·ice. In a 
number Of ea -,e~: Yrhen~ I wa~ requested b:v 
the lc>secs to intercede on their behalf with 
tlw depa rtnlcnt, the tc-F·tic::. (hd not bear 
the fruit tlwy anticipated. 

Tlwre is no doubt that the future of the 
cattle and 'hecpgrowers will depend in the 
main upon the price.,_, that they can secure 
for their products. I haYe in mind an 
olcl hicncl, long since dead. 1Yho belonged 
tcJ the Clenrwnt district. He \Yas Yisiting 
Brisban~; ~ccking p0rmissio11 ir, clo scHn~thing 
in coJmPction with leases hold bv lmnself 
ilnd wife. I i1Jtroducccl hirn to Mi·. :YicCor
mack. then Socrctarv for Ptlblic Lands. At 
t hn<:- time :vir. ~TrCiormack wa'• about to 
introduce IYhat i:-;. kno1Yn a~ the Land Act~ 
IRc,·iew of Catt!P Holc!inP' Rents) Amend
'"''nt BilL l\lr. J\fc-Cormo~ck. in discussing 
tl!n nn~'>iblc bc·ncflts fron1 tl1is lP!{islation. 
askPrl this vrazier wl1Pthn the bendits would 
l1c worth ,,-hi!e to the ayerag0 selector. He 
rcplil"l " If you giYc 1110 n1~· land. frPe 
it "-ill not pull me ont of the positwn I 
r.tn lll at pre~Pnt. bLH if Y :11 r• :n p.·n~1rantw• 

m·ic-• s foe my stock I "ill pav vou double 
t 110 rront you t re charging and I w11l pay 
the Commiosioncr of Ta'CPS double the tax 
J1c- i~ charging m0 at tl1c prf'"ent tin1e." 
Therefore. when all is saicl anc! done the 
prsition of the landholdcr clcprncls entirely 
rn the pricP he rcccin,, for his products. 
"~orld conditions clo not sPcm to l1o improv
in~r. 0Yc•r;;.:C'a countries. ,,,,·hich nt one tin1e 
·w~re rou--iclPred to be bj~t indn-.,trial conn
tri0:-; po..:;:-.c~c:;ing mfl_rkcts. for C'norn1ous quan
titiP~ of our products. arP now in a state 
of dcuty. There is 110 purr' wc:ing po\YCr 

Jh. Foley.] 
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available to their population to ab,orb or 
('l'E' 1te a greater derna11d for our products. 
Co!!sc>quPlltly. Lhe outlook for some consider
able ! ime ahead is not verv bright. The 
only "ay the landholder car{ solve his pro
blem is by making his land more productive. 
That i;-J to :iay, if his land is now carrying 
2.000 head of cattle he must set about to 
improve it by ringbarking. dam sinking. 
finding \nlter, and in other directions in 
order to give it a greater carrying capacity. 

The TE:'Ill'ORARY CHATRMA~: Order 1 

TliP lion. nH'lnbcr bas exhausted the tirne 
allowed him under the Standing Orden. 

Mr. GODFREY :.VIORGA:\" (Jiurilh) [2.40 
p.rn.-1: l congratulate the Land ~Aclrnini~
tr<ttion Board on its Ycry infonnativc report. 
It ic; without doubt one of the best reporcs 
th;rt ha vc bePn presented to this Parlia· 
meat. Tl1e report appears to h;ne been 
drawn up by men who have not been iater
fercd '" ith in any \V ay) but hav' been 
allo\\·cd to place the position before Parlia
ment a.~ it appears to then1 as adrni11i~trrttors 
of one of the most important depnrtmcl!ts 
in this State. The proper settlement of 
land, cmnbined wit!1 can.-:ful aclrnini~tration. 
1:'1 a tno~t i1nportant function. for it affect~ 
the luturP welfare of the State. \Yhether 
lan<lholders 'crill ha\'e a rnore prosperous 
time in the future than they ha vc hurl during 
the past few ,·cars depends to a gre>H 
extPnt on the adn1inistration of the 11ubE~ 
estah'. 

l arn ll1ca:"cd to 11otc a Cf'rtain amount 
of land i~ ::;till lF~ing settled. The report 
~llo\\"s deftnitcly thnt during the reign of the 
::.\'loorr Uovernment a grcatPr .arnount of lancl 
~f'ttlcn1c·nt took place than at any ot1H?l' 
p:_u·ticular period. 

The SECRET\HY Fon Pl'BLIC L\:,.;ns: Arc you 
sure of that? 

:Yir. (;()DFREY l\IORt;X:\: Yes. 

The SECRETAilY FOR l'L'Bl.JC L1:,.;DS: \Yell. 
you quote it. 

Mr. GODFREY :'IIOHGc\:\: I am quot
ing thP follovving- figurc;3 fron1 the report 
of the board ,,·hich sbo\vs the total arf'a of 
ln.nd rnadc- available under different te:!1Ul'CS 
for t!tn past 31X yc•ur" 

1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 

Total Acre,. 
45,570,904 
39.813,311 
55,344.283 
24.903,650 
22,594.470 
18,393.679 

In UlY own nlcdoratc 1nanY rnillions of acre~ 
WPI'e, held under O{'{'Upafion licPnsc~. but 
'"!H'Il the .::\Iooro Govcrnuwnt introduced 
lrzislation \\-hich pr.ablecl the land to Le 
h:kPn up under diffcrc11t conditions n1any 
pr_nple t·lcctcd to takn a certain tlonlon 
undc!· the new conclltious, and the b'3JancP 
Y lS opened for selection. Such land s1L)nld 
not b(~ looked upon as ne\V sPlections by t}Jf~ 
).:ini..,tcr or 1nvsolf for the purposes of ('OTn
parlson, but the figures I have glYen show 
dcfinitelv that under the different l<•nures 
nwntion~~d the a,·crage area of land n1adc 
avai!ablP annually during the term of the 
;yroor.• Gm·emment was 36,687,081 acres, as 
cmn;Jared with an annual aYerage of 
2').49.4,074 acres during lhc two vears of the 
TJ:1bonr (joycrnrnC'nt. Thns. the~ flgures are 
in favonr of tlw l\1oorc G-ovcrruncnt to 1 he~ 
extent of over 16,000,000 acres per annetm. 

[M1·. Foley. 

So far a.s the ne\v :::ettlcrnl'nt \-vhich has ~aken 
place since the pre:5ent Uovernn1C'!lt took 
office is concerned, the ::Vloore Uovcrnnu~nt 
nutde that. pos:-;iblP bc'c<:'-H:-JC jt v;,'as dur;nu· 
the 11oore C+ovcrnrncnt's regin1e that notic~ 
of re ·nrnption was given to the landholdCl'.< 
concerned. The .:\ioore Gon_'nnnent \-x ere 
responsible for introdrwing a Land Act 
than which there is no more liberal otatut,c 
a~ywhcre, for as a rcqtlt of that legisl;:JticPl 
Yigorous sott1ernont took place on laEd that 
was prcviou'Sly covered with prickly-pear. 
l'robablc· 110 one- is better able to jurlg,, the 
succccs of that legislation than I am, bec'tus~ 
in my own electorate. cxtcndino· frorn 
c;oondiwindi, near the l'\ew Soutl~ \\'ale' 
bordPr. to Taroon1, in what we rnig-ht terrn 
Central Queensland, more development hc.s 
taken place in the last three or four ye d'S 

than in the previous bt.-entv odd voar:-.~ Jr: 
!hat connection the excellent \vo;·k of t],,, 
insect kno\'Vll as cactoblasti:;; ractorurn ea nnot 
be too grr>atly emphasised. The cochincctl 
in,ect did help, bnt to the otlwr insect is 
clue the (TPdit for having rnade vossible tlh' 
closer setthm1ent of much land that wa' 
Jn·e,·iously lost to the State. v\"., might rlo 
wor~c thfl n commcn1oratc that insect vd:en 
it to exist by erecting a n1onunwnt 
to 1nen1ory, for tlH·ougf1 it:) efforts Inillion~.,. 
of acres, what \VP 1night tern1 a no\v proviPCF, 
\vere restored to the State. 

::\Ir. G. C. TAYLOil: \Yhat wiil happen 
when they eat the [War out; 

::\Ir. GODFREY MORGAN: When they 
cat rhe peat· ont they wiil die. 

:'lh. G. C. TAYLOTI: The,- m a\' tackle some 
other plant. · · 

::\Ir. GODFREY :.VIORCL\1'\: lip td the 
pn'sent they ha vc not been known to tackle 
anything t·l.Q.e. In certain areas where thcv 
have dcstrovcd the pear they arp dYino· i;-~ 
111illions. " ' " !j - ~ 

:\It·. C. C. TAYLOR: The snccceding genera. 
tinns 111ay ncdirnatlzo then1selves. 

1\Ir. GODFREY :'IIORGAX: They 111ight. 
but, thank God, up to the present they have 
llOL Thev have done an enorn1ous arnount 
of gcocl 'work. l\ o Government that has 
L_cen in po•,ver in Queensland :-ince f:Cpara
tlon has flonc as n1Hch for this State ar.:; the 
cadoblastis cartorurn. This settlerncnt is a 
n'ry pro"'pcrous one and anvonc vd1o Yisit~ 
it ra11 readilv ~we the arrlOUJ.lt of \vdrk that 
i"i bein~ clone~ ThP settlers haYe been helped 
a good deal because differf'nt Governrnent,_, 
haYc rnad_p rnoncy aYailablc to. thcrn at a 
ltnv rate of intc{c:::,t. For tlw purpose of 
dPYr'1oping tl1is land the lVloc>rc Govcrnrnent 
mncle av;iilablc an amount cf £190.000 at 
tlH' low ratp of interest of 3 per cent .. , and 
1Yht'!l the Labour GoYcrnHient a~surncd offici' 
they m"rlc available £100.000 n!so at thf' 
ra.tc of 3 per cent.. making a total of 
£290.000. 

The SECRETARY FOR T'lfBLIC L.1;-.;ns: You 
s:ty :·o1ar Governmc•nt lent £190.000 ., 

l\Tr. GODFREY :.VIORfJAJ\: That was 
]Wa~cticallv tho amount made available by 
the 1\Icore GovernnH~nt at 3 per cent. Pro
yjsion was 1nadn for it. Althou£rh ccrtai n 
\York may ha YC been done during 'fhe period 
thP Jll'C'scnt Gov0rnn1cnt haYc lwcn in po•n'i'. 
in 1nany cases the necessary provision \vas 
made by the Mooro Government. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PFBLTC L.1:,.;ns: You 
rnade a lot of prorntses and ncYee carried 
them out. 
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lVlr. GODFREY :\10RGAN: No. proYision 
wa" n1ade. The Secretarv for Public Lands 
has taken credit to himself for the enmmous 
amount of land that has been ctpened up 
during the period he has contro11ed the 
department. The hon. gentleman knows yerv 
well that prm·ision was made bv the Moore 
GoYernment for the resumption·~ of the land. 
and applicatiO!ns for that land vv .. _xe rcceiYt:d 
during the period they were in power. but 
the formalities of declaration in fayour of 
the persons c:onccrned rnay ha vc been car
ried out during the period the present 
UoYernment haYc been in office. A certain 
time is etipulated in which people can hold 
prickly-pear land in their 012cupation before 
Plecting to give notice of surrender to the 
departlnent. ThP dopartrnent, th(~rcfore. 
cannot deal with a certain amount of land 
immediately. MoreoYer. although many of 
those people had notified the dPpartrnent 
that they were prepared td surrender during· 
the tin1c the Moore Governrnent wer~ ji1 
power. that land could not be throwu open 
for selcetion until the time for surrender 
had expir('(l. Some people surrendered the 
land with a view to taking it uv under the 
lH'\\ eondition.; laid do•yn bv the ::Vloore 
(;overnnlcnt; but unfortunatel'v the .Labour 
Party ha Ye abolished fr<eehold." and in 'ome 
cas0s the Minister did not keep his promibe 
to some of the people that they would be 
alloweJ to take up the freehold of certain 
land which thev had 'urrendered on that 
condition. · 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
not true. 

::VIr. GODFREY :c\IORGAN: I han• had 
orca~ion to allproach the deparhnent 111 

regard to 'm·eral cases where that 'et of 
circum.,.tanre~ aro"e. One \Yas that of rnv 
O\Yll son. TlH· surrender had not gon'e 
throu~·h in that case> O\Ying to the fact that 
the Fore>tJ~y Department wantl'C! to declare 
a eertaiu amount of the laud a State Forest 
RP,ene. and f'Crtain d0tails had to be corn. 
pletcd. That had nothing to do with my 
~C~!l; he hnd surrendered it in order to tak'e 
it np undn freehold tenure, but the matter 
\\as hchl lll aht>vancc bcranse the Fore.--trv 
Departnwnt W'a'ntecl portion of it. Th~ 
IJJatter had not been completed at the time 
th0 :Moorc Gon;rmnent had to ryo out of 
office. and thP rf'sult was that r~c had no 
alternati \'C but to accept the land under a 
perr1ctua! leasehold tenure. This he has 
done. I am referring to a piece of land in 
the Taroom distriet. He did not want (.) 
accept this land on a perpetual leasehold 
tenure. He wantPcl freehold. I can name 
other men on whol.'e behalf I haYe inter
viewed tho departm_eut. Owing to some 
tcehmcal1ty the lVInust0r decided that the 
land could not be held as fret>hold and thev 
had np:·es:-arily to arcept it as perpetual 
leasehold. :c\"o doubt other hen. members 
can giYe many similar instance:-. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: \Ye 
have set down a definite date for finalising 
free holds. 

:c\fr. GODFREY l\10HGAN: There were 
certain ]and~ in C:OlHSe of preparation. but 
unfortunately tl1e }linister ruled that these 
people. 0\Ying to no fault of their own, 
\Yould haYe to accept perpetual leasehold 
The l\1oore Gon·rnmclit will recti£, thP mat. 
tl!l' \Yhen thr·y arc returned to po-\vcr at the 
next t>h~ction. J ll:-;t as that GoYcrnment 
p-a\·n ihe people thf' opportunitv of con. 
Yntiug their peqwtual leaS<d1olds" into free-

hold•. so they will give ev,'ry one of thc .• e 
lJCoplc who have hccll forccJ to take up 
laud under perpetual leasPs instead the 
opportunity of conYerting to freehold tenure. 
I \vill guarautce that 99 per cent. of thos·\ 
people, the sarr1e as we found when we gave 
t!wrn the OlJportunlty on a preYious occa
f'Ion--

The SECRETIRY J.OR Prnuc L1xns: Do YOU 
say 99 per cent. converted'? · 

:c\fr. GODFHEY MORGA:\': 1'racticallv 
99 per cent. I think when the land was being 
ope11ed up during the Labour Governrncnt's 
a(huini~tration~-

An 0HOSITIOX :\lniBEH: ~inety-three per 
cent. 

::Vlr. GODFREY i\IORGA:\': Is it 93 per 
CNJt. '? The point I \Yant to makP is that 
"hPu t}JC' :ate Gov('rnlncnt gaYc theu1 the 
q,tiou of freehold or perne!ual lcasl'llOld. 
f;nlv one rnan selected land uudPr the pcr
pet;wl leasehold, but that man, a few months 
afterw .. _uds, ·was put iHto a lunatic a~y]urn. 
That shows what the people desire. I can 
sr. v: That 99 per cent. of those people in 
rn.\, clf'ctorate who co1npulsorll~, selecLed land 
Utldc>r the perpetual lcaF-Pho1d t('rllll'P sillrC 
thi~ Labour c;ovcrnincnt have been in pO\\'Cr, 
will Yote :'\o. 1 for Godfrey Morgan at the 
next election. 

The' SECHE'LU<Y FOR PcBLIC LIXDS: You 
1uay not be a candidate. 

:\h. GCJDFREY i\IORGA:\': I think I will 
he a eanclidate. God williug, I will be the 
ca]J(lidat' for the :\Iurilla electorate, and I 
"ili uot ktve to bother mv head about 
the··k people, becau:-.L they will con1e along 
to the polls and Yote for n1e. I will n1ake 
the pro1nl~c tbat if the:v desire to hold 
t!wir land under freehold tentJre we will 
u:in• them thaj opportunity. !Jut that also 
]f they desire perpetual lcasdwld tcrnue 
the, ma...- retain that forn1 of tenure. Our 
Co~·ernu;(!Ht ·will gi,·e tl1crn the option. 

I shou]d likP to :-ec a further incrca"'e :in 
the a1nmu1t of IllOllPY adva11ccd fo1~ ring
bcJrking, \Yat:'r con~w·rYation, and ~eneing. 
~Im1CY :-3pent in tht.,~e direction~ i::3 \Yell spent. 
Such ~work~ a~ these~ arc Ycry reproductive, 
and, in addition, rnoyiJe au enormons 
Hinouni of work for our bush worker~, who 
\Yculd othorwis.P Le une-mployed. It RCelns 
to be the aim of the present GoYernrnent 
to find \YOrk for the unemployed, and in 
that regard I give them credit. I would ask 
the ~Iinistcr to have the rate of mterest 
1 edtJcecl from 5 per ceut. to 3 per cent. 
People should not be called upon to pay 5 
]Wr c"nt. for money obtainPcl to carry on 
these nndn·takings of uational importance. 
Iu manY cases thev are improving the land 
and 111Uking lJettCr grrrzing areas. TbeRe 
lands will renrt to the Crown, and will be 
the property of the nation unless at some 
future date a policy of closer -ettlcment 1s 
embarked upon and the land is sold on 
frc'ehold teuurc. For the time being. any· 
ho"·· the improvement will be an addition 
to the national wealth. it will create employ
rnent. inrrease production, and that, in iurn, 
wl11 inrrca~e raihYay traflic, and in that 
direction. too, create more e1nployn1cnt. 
Under all the circumstances tb~ r&le of 
interest of 5 per cent. ie too high, and the 
Minister would be well ach·ised to make a 
reduction to 3 per cent. I see by the press 
that the loau that is to be floated will 
carrv interest, at 3 per cent. Although it 
cost, the prcYious Gov('rnment 4~ per cent. 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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to 5 per cent. for loan n1oncy, it \vas rnnJe· 
aYaiLble to the E>ettlcrs for land dcvclop
rueni-a~ purpo~es at 3 per ceut. 

The SECHEHHY FOR l:'t:BLIC L\xos: :\o: the 
rate of intc'rl'·~t \Ya3 fixed in accordance wlth 
an [Hl'an!,ft.:'lllCltt made with the Con1n1on
wcalth G0Ycl'Pll1ent, \Yho rnad·:2 tile rnont'_v' 
availaLlc. 

The TE',fPORARY C'lJAIR?viA::\': Order! 
I should like to remind the hon. mcmLer 
that in dlscn~:'illg this vote he will not be 
pcnniitcd to dlsc;n~.:.. any loans 111ade avail-
able to settlers. " 

1\lr. GODFREY ::VIORGA::'\: I wus rcfPr
ring ::;crwrall:- io any finance rnadc available 
fo;_· rural deYdopnlent. 

The TEi\ll'OllARY CH \I:Ct:\I.-\1\': Or.J"r! 
The liuu. HlcrnbL'r ·will nut be in orc1cr :n di~
ca~:-)itlg loan funcl". 

;\Ir. GODFREY ?viORUA:\: I was tempted 
to touch the fringe of the Loan Estirnates 
bcca',Lt' oF the interjection b0 the Secretary 
for Public Lands. I propose now to refl'l' 
to anv monev n1adc available to Jancl
!tolders to a,~ist them to develop Crown 
land,. The,- should not be charged atr 
interPst rate of 5 per cent., they should 
<·njoy the u:-;p of this n101ll'_\·' at 3 per c~·nt. 
free of •lny restrictions in regard i_o labour 
conditions. Thev should be allowed to 
borro·,, thi:;; rnoi;E'Y .and to carry out the 
work with whatev.er labour they. desire to 
us0. They haYe just as lTilH'h right as any 
other borrower to select their labour from 
vvhatc,~cr quarh:r they IYi~h. because, after 
alL the GoYennnent au:~ not p€'dorrning a 
v0ry graceful act in lending thcrn ITlOll'-~Y at 
3 per cent. The money will ho repaid. 

The TEMPORARY CIIAIR:\L.\:\: Ore!, r: 
nsk the hon. lllClnber not to continuo iu 

that strain. 

Mr. GODFREY :\HlHG~\:'>i: I shall nor 
continue an.\' further along those line::;, hut 
I hol"' that the ?vlinister will take sont<' 
J:otice of what I haYe 'aid. 

It is gratifying· to know that the prickly
J)f lr pC'::;t ha~ hcrn brought nHdr>r control. 
It is to be cxpect<'d that there will be a 
lilt],, growth of seedlings during the npxt 
:"iX 01' ,..;;,0YPI1 yea l'S, but tho p~st has been 
lwatcn. 1 ohould like to warn the depart
nwnt that there is another vegetable lH~·t 
Pqnally a~ tln·C'atening. that ii", the galvanisc..~d 
burr. 

:\Ir. G. C. TAYLOR: And the noogoora burr. 

?vir. GODFREY 1\IORGA:-\': I admit that 
the noogoora burr is a Yery bad pest, but 
not ltPnrly so bad a:" the ga]yanised burr. 

Tl"' SECRET\UY FOR l'r:nLTC L\xDB: That 
io a local authority responsibility now. 

?vir. GODFREY MORGAX: It comes 
nnder the jurisdiction of the Department of 

Lanrh in certain re·•pects .. .and it 
got beyond the control of local autho

ritiPs in th.e sarnc ,,\·ay as prickl~~-pear got 
beyond then· control in the vrars that haYc 
gone. A consicl,,rablc area 'of Crown land 
is infested wiilJ ga h·anisecl burr. an cl i! 
nothing- i-, done rig·ht away it will prove to 
~Jc ju~t Ds . ck.c:trurtiYc a·v prickly-pear was 
Hr the past. vY c should not allow it to 
spread as prickly-pear was allowed to spread. 
and I hc!Je,-e tlwt we can cope with it nmy 
1f prompt mca:;;urc:::: are taken. 

?vir. C. C. T.\YLOR: What about the tiger 
pear? 

fJ[r. Jloryan. 

Mr. GODFREY MORCA:'>i: The hou. 
member for Cunning-ham has already dealt 
with the menace of the tiger pear and 1 
ha Ye no de,.,irc to repeat hi;;; rcrnarks. I anl 
anxious to strike a note of vvarning in con
rrcction with galvanised burr. "-hich threatom 
to become one of the grentf'qt Ycgctable pest' 
in the land. I hope that the ::V[inister will 
recogni::;c that fact rn:d tc1ke in1n1cdiatc steps 
to assi~t to bring about its destruction. 

I should like also to bring under the 
notice of the :liini,cter the very import11nt 
qwestion of providing ire netting for 
settlers. Much valuaLlc land has been ring· 
barked recently and eventually most of 1t 
wili be suitable for tlw 11roduction of wool. 
Uncc the brigalow and bclalt scrub is rung 
it bccarues Ycry valuable sheep country, and 
I hope that th0 :\lini~tcr will a;,sist the 
scU h'r~ to obtain cheap wire netting, so 
that they n1n v be a Lie to conyert thi~ countrv 
from c.,ttle 'to sheep. · 

The SECRET.\RY FOR Pcm,Jc LA';IJS: The 
Federal GovPrnrnent 1-rill not giYe us any 
rnoney for the purpose. 

Mr. GODFR!£Y. MORGA:'\: I am not 
talking- abuut the Federal Gov<'ntm<'nt. This 
is a State rnatter. In Victoria, and in sou1c 
of the oihcr States, the country i> not sub· 
ject to rlw depredations of the dingo. 

The TEMPORARY CHAllDIA:\. Order' 
TIH' hml. mernbC'r has exhau.-;Lcd the tirne 
a11o"n~cl hi111 und0r the Stanclir~g- Order~. 

'.lr. CO:\HOY (Jfurrwo") [3.5 p,m.]: 
ofl'cr my cotJgratu la tions to iJ1e dt•partruent 
on its 111o~·i instructive report. The boiL 
rucrnbt'l' for Cunuinghan1 rnade rcfen~ncc to 
the <..Jlrc of ::tock routt-,_,, and whibt I reu.lise 
that I rnav not be .-;trictl\· in ord0r in !'( ~Pr· 
riHg to tl~is ~ubjcct, T ::;houlcl lik(· to point 
out that \Yhcn a beast dies or j,:-; ::-~i('k or 
latllP and i:-3 allo·.-ed to reruain 0:1 thp ~t.ock 
route the rr:cpon"ibilit:,- for Lurning Ol' 

clc~troying it gencrall_v falls upon the• local 
authority. Why should the local authority 
be <'alled upon to hear the expense of 
dc:troying the"-e animals? 

The TE:VIPOR.ARY CHAIRJ\L\:\: Order! 
I ask the hon. rne1nbcr to confine hi..:; r-.:-rnark::; 
to the vote under discus3ion. 

?vir. CONROY: The hon. member for 
Norr:nanb,- ref(~rr0d to certain c0ncessions 
gi Yen to" landholdPrs bv this Covcrmnent, 
particularly mentioning the '"ool reli<>f 
scheme. That scheme was originally intro
duced by the previous Government in 1930. It 
was not a compulsory scheme. It provided 
that anv 1nortgagee who consented to u rcduc~ 
1 ion in interest rates from 8 per cr·nt., or 
vvhateYcr rate v1as charged, to 6 per cent., 
\Yould ha..-o guaranteed to hirn an extension 
of the ]ease. In sorne ca~cs tho 111ortgagee 
did agree to a reduction in the interest 
rate. but. unfortunatcl:r, tlie majority of 
n1ortgagcr•s would not. do so. Con:;:equent1y. 
onlv the more fortunate landholders received 
the" benefits of that concession. The benefits 
which this legislntion intended to confer 
,, ere really given by this GoYornment under 
';The Financial EnH'tg'f'llC'Y Hcli~·f E\:tcn~;on 
Act of 1932." If i hP THC~"nt Gon~rinnC'nt 
had not introduced that legislation quite 
a nqmher of n1ort.p;ag0(~s \vould never have 
rceci1·ed anv benefit. \Ye recPi':ed the thanks 
of many fandholders for th"t lr'gislation. 
Thot Act brought about a reduction of 
interest rates fron1 7 pPr cent. ~nd .1 per 
cent. to 4 per cent. and 5 per cent. 
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'fill' TE}lr(lHAHY CIL_\..IH.~~lA~: Or.cler! 
vYonld rc•n•inJ the hon. rncrnbcr that t.he 

qcw~iion oi interest rates is coYered by the 
Tru -t and Special Funcls. I woulcl ask 
Lirn to return to the Yote under discussion. 

I1ir. CO:'\ROY: Very well, Mr. King, I 
will refu the Committee to that part of 
tht• rq>ort of the Land Administration Boarcl 
dealing with priority additional areas. The 
report sta tcs-

,, Priorit~· additional areas, aggregat
i!!f! 2,E-S0,352 acres, haYe been granted 
to 962 persons. 

" Ths Lands Dopart1nent at present 
cubdividing an area of 2,015,775 acres 

of grazi11g land which has been resu1neG· 
for closn settlement purposes from pas
toral holding~. Of this area jt is esti
mated that 660,944 acres will be granted 
ns additional areafl, and 1,354,831 acrea 
. ill b<! n,adc available for public com-

llPtltion.·' 

ah• . :· s contt•ndecl that when lancl is 
to ::,electj Jll iu large areas 

dtttv of the Crown is to consider 
·of the sl'ttlcrs adjoining that 

land. "\m· st·lector who cloPs not hold a 
H'<t 'r;uaLlt' · J1 \·ing area should have the rig·ht 
to ;_~ uriorit.Y addltioual area. in order to 
bri;1g hi~ an: ,t up to a living area. I11 1ny 
f'Xl'"J'icnu of lalld gC'ttlPrnent in the' ::Hantll02t 
diYi~iCJJJ ('QIJ~iderat.ion lws been gi,·cn in 
thi- dilTction to the small lawlholdcr. 

It lo' to note iho report al-o 
di~do~( COU('Cs~ions have been grantcJ 
to the• ou Motmt Abundance. \Ye all 
kJJO\\ 1l1at _\fount Abundance was a repur
ch.-\~· lt e~UtH'. a1Ht that costs of rc~ntupiion 
al!i(I'!Jltr··i 10 a eon:';irlera.ble sun1. The Jnain 
tmnhb• of the Mount Abtmdancc settlers 
l1r ~ 1Jl'P!l rLe urr.ount of rent that has been 
t·lwr:.ti·d thC'Hl. The re3ult is that the sc}ec
tm··· haYr' lwcl a tryiug tin1c in n1ccting 

( )ililllitlTicnts. t~nfortnnatch' the set
ha' not been blcssccl with. one good 
uud that rnisfortune, co1nbined \vith 
jn lJl'i(Y~ of primnr~: pr,·;dud-,. l' u·

lJ, ' nuu.le the 110sition €'X

for s0lectors \'\'hose areas 
acres. I thank tlw Land 
Ban nl for the action taken 

to 1JJ('C't Tll<' Ullfortnnatc vosiE:ion of these 
~p]pctor~. 

\\ ~iJJderfui \YOrk has been done in l'ing
barl..-:i~;£.:, tl1c Yalue of vyhich. in inr"l'Casiug 
the , capacity and Yalue of the land, 
( a111 too Rtrongl~T ernpllasised \v·hcn 
we <.tl P con:-idcring- reproiluctiYe \Yorks in 
the of the State. The vcork has 

for a large number of 
""'''- feature of the whole 
~·-<lf_· re' :~ tf1at ·wll('ll rnoncy is adYancccl 
for anll other lnll;roYclncnt \Vork 
the the nwn \Yho do the work 
i!-" In.td(' 1ln·ouf!'h the Ynrions officer~ of the 
1lq>nrtmrnr of Public Lands throughout the 
Sta.t('. 

1\-1: KsxxY Your party condemnecl that 
~~·JJc~nc' \d!cn WC' introdnced it. 

:\fr. ('0?\ROY: I rlo not know \Yhat thie 
llDTh' conc1f'r1:11rd; I an1 not condemning 
it. In mnking payLlents in the manner I 
ha Ye nwntionecl eccuritv is afforde-d to those 
who do the \York, for I ·ha Ye known instances 
"\dH'H' contrnr-tors llflY(~ rlisappeared and the 
vnfortnnat(' <'~!lp1o~-ecs haYe not been pa-id. 
I do not not kno\Y whdhcr the hon. member 
Y l1o intPrjr"t~ qands for that, but in my 

Yie\Y the man >Yho cloes the work is entitled 
1 o paynwnt. and under this scheme he is 
protected. 

I desire to congratulate the Secretary for 
Pul1lic Lancls and the department generally 
fur the action taken to a~;j~t the LeH·hhardt 
R>thl,it Boar-cl. Owing to the large increase 
of rabbits in its area. the Leichhardt Rabbit 
BoHd dt·emecl it necessarv to erect a check 
netting fence. Fi11ancl' ;Ya"~ the difficulty? 
and a deputation which waited upo!l. the 
::\1ini,ter asked for assistance. The Mnnstcr 
o-rantPd a loan of £6,000 and a subsidy of 
:f-]6,()1:') to cnablP the board to ere(;t it. Since 
t!tc \YOrk was undertaken fifty-three men 
lYe re ernployed in July, sixty-two in Augu~t, 
:~ixty-one in s,_,ptCIHlwr. ancl fortv-four rn 
Octobci·. The mile ge already completed is, 
189 miles 56 chains of n•novatwn> and 

a1•-cl 35 miles 32 chains of new 
ThP mileage ~'t't to be done is 50 
chui11~ of rcnoYations and rPnC'1'\-a1s 

t111d 17 Jniif':) 16 dn:1iu:- of llC'IY fcncjng. It. 
is esiin~atcri that the duration of ftu·thcr 
c•Jnployn1C'Il1- vYill b'....': six men for onE~ \VC~k 
in ::\'o-..-cnlber. six 1ncn for two weeks 1n 
:\o, rJubel', 13 rnen foe th'o 1vhoh~ of :\'overn
bcr and one \Yef'k in Deccn1ber, 8ix men 
from the midciio of ='ioveml>Pr to the middle 
of December. and six men to the middle of 
Jannan. Thus. it ,_,·ill be seen that employ
ment has been created by this necec.sary 
\YOl'k. 

T \Yas a1v a'-'·· ~OJTY when action was taken 
b~- the Pff'\-iOus Gn,·C'nlulcnt to a~oli~!l ccr
u;in ral1hH· bnarck The boarcl I \Ybh to 
rder to is t1>e )faranoa Rabbit Boarc1. That 
Loilrd was fur:ctioniug at Sf. Gcorgc-a1:d 
t-hrre aJ thou:;:.au~1 ;:.; of rabblb in that di~-

I mn of th0 opillioll tlwt iis aboli
tion rt uli~'c-1 in an influx of r1bbit~ ro the 
="1>tr<tnoa di,.trid a:-; far a· Rmna. If th_o 
"\lar IJW Rahblt Boar.d. or an:· orlu~r rahb1t 
lla<ll'(1 \YH" nt:t c~Jl'l'~·inf! ont 1t~ du1 thr,rc 
"a.- no ne -:c·---it y to aboJi,h the Tne 
1ncrnbcr,, of tllt' bo<lrd'3 could haYe been 
rPplnc·Hl b.\· HJf'll v:1to wonld . r <IT:'-' ?l1t the 
cinties al1otll'l1 ro tltPlll. I \Ycll aclnnt that, 

~ordi tJg' to thr- l'('lJO"t of 1l~e roynl con1nli3-
thCY \Yl'l'C' not f 1 lnct1oning properl;.r. 

f-..1:'1:<'-noa Rahbit Board \Yas not the 
Ollf' ;1 bo11..,JH'd.: tlH'fl' \Yerc fonr or five 

uthPr:-.. Th(' ::\Ir:rauon fli4rirt C'xtend-; to the 
i>ortlc·r of Xew South \Yale;_ where Lbhits 
1-1 r0 plelltifuJ. ~.11d it i~ t_hat action 
,)wLt!-cl be taken to prevent mrortd; of 
tlF· 1lC~t. 1 ha,-~, :--t'::.'\1 of rnl·'1~t:> 
nt Dirrnnbandj alld S-t. GeorgP, and I feel 

if an effu:ient rabbit bon rcl \Yl?l'E' func
thc.-,c 1w;t would be kept in clw<'k. 

:'\h. KE:'\NY (Cook) f3.21 p.n1.l: There is 
one nwtt('f I wi~h to refer to particularly--
1 he .-\ thPri on soldic1· sett \eu;ent. I pickr-d 
up a Hortht'l'll nc\Y::;pnper a f(•W days a_go, 
;nH1 ln that papPr I noticed tLe £ol1ow1ng 
nrticl0 reln.ting, to certnin action to be taken 
~),'.- t!IP ~Iinistel'. The r0port rends~ 

"The Returned Soldiers' State Office 
ha~ adYif'C'd thn.t ~H a rc~u1t of their 
reprcs.Pntat1ons thP }Il nistcr has defi
nite1 ':' nndcrtakcn to ha YO a 1neasure 
pa~~cd through Parlian1ent appointing a 
land board to ex.nrnino tht' ea :..c~ of en eh 
and eYcr:v indi,-iclual soldier settler and 
r0ctifv thP Yalurs in accordunce \Yith 
prove-d facts." 

I think thr<t it j, absolutdy lWCcssnry that 
.:.onlc action should be takrn tr oYercornc the 
c1ifficuHics th0 ;:;;oldicr sci t lors are labouring 

Jir. Kenny.] 
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under to-day. That pres•. report is the first 
infonnation I ref'ciYed on any action that 
t!w l\linister intPnded to take in regard to 
the settlement. I cannot sec whv it is con
sider."d ne-ecssarv that action shoUld be taken 
through Parliar",_tent to rectify the position 
wheu we have a Land Court, a Lane! Admin
istration Board, and departmental officials 
who are capable of rectifying this position. 
The l\1inistcr has ample power without· intro
ducing any nPw rueasu1·o. I should like the 
I\Iini~ter to advi~C' rnc, during his reply, what 
new lE-gislation he consi dcrs necessary to 
de:tl with this matter. The unfortunate nosi
tion in regard to that settlement is that a 
nurnber of the fanns are over-capitalised. 
The settlement is the ha by of a Labour 
Administration, and is a phase of land settle
ment that ha" never been satisfactmilv con
r!LlC'tPd oYer a number of years. The. ques
tion has nc\·er been tackled, although s:-:>Ycral 
bites ha.-e beon made at the job. 

Tbr: SECHET\RY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: \rlwt 
did yoJtl' Govcrnrnent do during their ihrcc 
-·('n.:·,:;,·.) 

:0-Ir. I~EN="JY: Our Gon~rrnuont took a 
t1 umbpr of settlers u way from that property 
and Px:tl'ntl<.1 d thr area of those• "\Yho rcHHtincJ. 
\Ye had to clean up thp mess made b,- the 
JH'f'·.·iou~ Labour Adrninistration -..vhcn" tlu~v 
cut up th i:'3 Rl'( 01 into areas v.·hich were toO 
ma!l "nd hom which the settlers could 

nevf'r ruakc a living \Yage. In rnany C\'lse3 

tllPse Dlcn iiJClnTccl conunitmcnts ihcv should 
ncvPr have Lt'Cll .:JJJowed to ineur: \Yith 
O\'Pt-car,itali~ation they cou:d not fiBanc(' 
thenl~L~l n~:". and we transferred ~orno of thc1n 
to the Rul·uert sctt1cnHmt aucl increased the 
areas of tho!"e ·who rc1nainod. The fact 
remains that that land v·as purchased under 
a Closer Settlernent _\et at pricPs up to £14 
an acre, and no fanner rould afford to 
pay the price~ pai<l for that land bv the 
Governrnent. ThL• quustion is one tha~t C'l,n 
be ~atisfactoril.v handled at the pres.-nt 
tirnP. Although this vcar that settlement 
h '' a crop of about 5,000 tons of maize, as 
against a crop of 20,000 tone; that it should 
have. the octtlers arc still t'cquired to me(et 
thcit· commihnent'. \Yhen they cannot, the 
Department of Public Lands. uncle.· the 
control of the ::\1inister. charges them a 
10 p1•r cent. pcualty. 

The S1:cnETAHY FOR PrBL!C LAK!JS : Your 
GovPr11n1cnt did that, too. 

Mr. KEJ'\J'\Y: I grant that our Go.-ern
ment did that, but I defy the Minister to 
tell me of any hon. member on this side 
of tl1c Committee who will get up and 
df'clarc that lw would not pay any intPrest 
at all 011 borrowed money. \Yhe~ an hon. 
mPnlbPr, surh as the :Wiinister~ tPlls us he 
\rould pay no interest on borrowed monov. 
how can he justify a 10 per cent. penalty 
for non-payment of rental' 

The SECRETARY FOR PJ:BUC LAKDS: No man 
>rho cannot pay is asked to pay. Any mrrn 
who cannot pa~- does not pay. 

Mr. KE:NC\IY: The Minister will be able 
to make a spcPch when I conclude. The 
Minister is inflicting a 10 per cent. penalty 
on those people who canont pay. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS: I did 
not charge it. 

Mr. KENNY: If the Miuister sa,cs he 
die! not charge it. the Minister ha~s the 
power to rl'duce the penalty to ni:-to the 
san1e rate of interest he 'vas going to pay 

r.iJ,Jr. Kenny. 

if he got into power and was rnade rrrca·· 
:-urer of this State. 

The SECRETAHY FOR P l BLIC LAx os : In a 
cuse to-day 1 reduced it to nil. 

}Ir. KE:'\INY: It ma,· be that tho Minis
tPr can distribute political patronage in 
that wrry, hut I am not seeking political 
patronaie frmn anyone, I an1 seeking an 
alteration of the policy whereby the settler' 
"ho are in diflicultics to-dav can obtam a 
benefit. I think it is time t'he 10 per cent. 
penaltv was at least reduced to 5 per cent. 
:\o doubt that action is merited and would 
rccei,-c the approval of e.-cry person in the 
State, but 11cither the l\Iinister nor any 
GoYcrnment will overcome this difficulty 
until the valuation is n•ducod to the point 
,-here theoc people can acquire the freehold 
of tlwir blocks. V\hen wo have arrived at 
that star;c. others ,,-j1J buy thpm out and we; 
shall thus haYe reached rt satisfactory settle
ment. 

The :SECRETARY FOR PTTBL!C LANDS: vVhy 
didn't YOU make it freehold ,,hen you had 
the po~Yer? 

?vTr. I<\.:EXXY: Because vre diJ not reduce 
tlwir va:uations lo1v enough-! grant the 
li.Iinistcr that. I took this question up with 
n1v o',' n Govcrnn1ent and I am not going 
to. ehnflie on it to-clay. I do not desire 
that the Minister shall introduce further 
le2islation and make another mess of it. I 
de-sire to see the problem satisfactorily 
settl<'d for all time. If the Go,·emmcnt of 
'xhnm I \Yas a ~upportcr did not sec eye 
ro c\·e with me. that is not mY fault. I am 
fnlfii:ing m"· obligations to my' people. when 
I bring this proposal before· the l\1mtster 
and i!lfornl hiu1 vvhat ('an bt:_> done. I do 
not know what he has ill mind. A~ 
memlwr for tlw district, I am entitled to 
know, and I ;;;honld :ikc the ~Iini:-3ter ~o 
inform us. I would suggest that he take 
action to ha.-e the Yaluations of all these 
blocks reduced, and rcmm·e them from the 
Clo~er HPttlernent Act.". a11d put them ttudcr 
rhe 1910 Land :\et. By giving the holdns 
the opportunitv to acquire the land ou 
freehold t.enur~ he would be satisfactorily 
settling the matter and overcoming tho diffi
cultY that the settlers arc suffering from 
to-d.av. The hon. member for Murilla said 
that ·93 per cent. of the people who had 
agricu!tura 1 farn1 tcHure;;; dirl convert. 

The SECRET mY FOR Pesuc L.I"P": Do you 
repeat those figures? 

::\Ir. KE:\T).JY: I go further. and Sfl v ~hat 
more than 99 per cent. of the people with 
agricultural farm tenure believe in that 
form of tenure. 

At 3.30 p.m., 
.i\11-. GLEDSOX (lpsltif'h). Ol'l' ol thr' p·Jt<l'l of 

TemporarY Chairmen, relicn•cl Cllr. \\-. T. 
King in the chair. 

Mr. KE:'\INY: If the Minister will turn 
to the report by his department hP will find 
that it lwrrrs olut my statement. It states 
nrv clefmitelv that out of 777 holders of 
agr:icnltural ;farms only ,;Xi applied la.st 
vcar for conversion to the perpetual lease
hold tenure. That is o.-er 99 por cent. and 
not 93 ner cent. I suggest that the Minister 
should· read the report of his own depart
ment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : The 
hon. member for Murilla stated that 99 per 
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cent. of the landholders converted to free
hold when the JYloore Government gave 
thorn that opportunity. 

, :Wr. KENNY: I am pointing out that 
the report by the department actually bears 
ot1t ~he statement by the hon. member for 
Munlla. I admit that a number oi these 
landholders asked for an extension of time 
to ten years to enable them to convert to 
the freehold tenure, but the important fad 
is that over 99 per cent. confirmed their 
apprm·al of the agricultural farm tenure 
The i\Iinister cannot get away frdm that 
fact. 

There is another important matter that I 
des1re . to ra1se, because this will be the 
last tune. I shall have an O•pportunit~' 
to deal w1th the matter while the Labot!r 
Government are in power. I shall dt 1l with 
the !'ooktown lands while I am on the 
subject, and in that connection I shali not 
omit to mention the policy speech delivered 
by the P;·emier and the promises made by 
the Deputy Prcm1er. They told the people 
of Queensland that if they were returned to 
power the Government would develop the 
Coc,ktown lands, and that the matter would 
not be left to a chartered companv. \Vhen 
the Secretary for Agriculture was ·speaking 
on Ius EstJmat~'S ycs~erday I inquired from 
hnu as to the mt<'nbons of the Government 
in connection with the Cooktown lands but 
h rather joki~gly asked me to point these 
lands out to hun. He added that he could 
~ot find thl'rrl when ho_ was in Cooktown. 
"he Secretary for Agnculture infers that 
the lands are not there, but the Prernicr 
prom1sed m h1s policy speech that if his 
partv was returned to power these lands 
would be developed. The SecretRrv for 
Public Lands has now been two and ·a-half 
years in office, but. he has not given effect 
to. the dec!Mecl pohc.v of the Government in 
tlus r~spcct. J\"othing has been done. I 
';ant t.w Secrdary for Public Lands to state 
nefimtely whether these lands are suitable 
for settlemen~. when they are going to be 
opened, and _1f their development and settle
men~ are gomg to be financed through the 
Agncultural Bank. I want him also to tell 
me whether the Government are sincere or 
whether they made a deliberate mis-stat
ment to the people during the last election 
campa1o:n. If h_e is prepared to carry out 
thr declared pohcy of the G·ovcrnmcnt then 
he wdl have my unstinted thanb. 

Another matter that I should like to brin<' 
under thP nobce of the hon. gentleman ]~ 
the fact that ':hen l'e was fighting the last 
rlectwn campa1g-n acrainst me in the iYiount 
i'liolloy district-- " 

Th<' SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You 
were only small fry. 

Mr .. KENNY : I was Ycry worrying to 
the M1_mstE'!'. In the Mount Molloy district 
the _iYllmster pomted out that there was a 
cons1dcrable area of land that should have 
hePn clcvolaped and he expressed the view 
that if the hon. member for Cook had been 
carrymg out his work the land would have 
bPen opened long- ago and a road con
structed to 11 ossman. I had made an 
arrangement with the Secretary for Public 
Lands in the Moolre Govcrnnient to open 
that land an? build a road connecting the 
coast road wtth access roads to each block. 
The present Minister claims that this work 
was not carried out because of the neglect 
of the hon. member for the district, but 

the J'I'Iinistcr has had two and a-half vears 
in which to carry out_ the work and nothing 
hcts m'ttrnahscd. Th1s IS the last time that 
I .shall havce an opportunity of making a 
request to the hon. gentleman as Secretary 
fot' ~)ublic Lai_llh, because after the next 
clcct1c_n~ h<' w!ll be in occupation o1f the 
Oppos1l10n bc'nches. I should like to know 
'·' h11t action is being taken to open up those 
lands ? Is the work to be undertaken or 
]:-; this sehernc to be us0d again as political 
propaganda to n1islcad the pPople durin(r 
the forthcorning election campaign? o 

I am also ver_v interested in the prospects 
o{ the rattle industry in the Gulf country. 
\Vhon the Moore Gm·ernment decided to 
repair the Etheridge Railway line with the 
assistance of relief labour the present Sec~ 
rotary for Public Lands, who then sat in 
Opposition. said in his usual irresponsible 
way that hi, party was opposed to such 
a Rchem£". The Moore Governtnent were 
not returned to power and therefore we had 
no opportunitv to carrv out this wo•rk but 
t~o rents on" tho cattle holdings in' this 
d1stnct ha,·o not been reduced. The cattle 
men in this part of the State are unable to 
get their cattle to market in a fat con
dition and must be content to sell them as 
ston's, but they are still called upoh to 

land rentals practical!~- as high as those 
w any other part of the State. I 

no~N ask the J\Iinister if he is prepared to 
hold n n inquir;. into the question of rents 

for the us<· of cattle countr; in the 
Yor-k Peninsula? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: \V e 
gavo them a mcatworks in the Gulf country. 

Mr. KEN:-.JY: The hon. gentleman doN 
not ec·en know the location of these lands 
in the Peninsula. If he knew anything about 
the meatwo-rb and the lands in question he 
wot1ld know that the moatworks referred to 
ic; of no benefit to the cattle industrv in the 
Peninsula. If he can indicate to· n1e how 
the cattle men in the Peninsula. can get 
their stock to the meatworks in a fat con
dition then I will offer him my apologie"'· 
A; the Leader of the Opposition reminds 
rnP, the meahvorks in question is capable 
of treating only 8,000 head per annun1, 
whereas I am given to understand that thoro 
are 88.000 head O•f fat bullocks in the tcrri
tor:· to which I have rcferrPd. Those people 
in the Peninsula, in order to get their cattle 
to market, will have to travel them anything
up to 500 milE'·. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: 'What 
clid ':ou do for them when you were 111 

powe~? 
l\lr. KENNY: That is not the question. 

We did arrange to repair the Etheridge line 
to enable their cattle to bfl brought down 
to the abattoirs in a fat condition. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : No, 
yoll did not. 

Mr. KENNY: \Ye established the abat
toirs for the treatment of their cattle. and 
for that received the condemnation of the 
prresent Government Party. Now that the 
abattoirs have proved to be the success we 
said they would be, the Government ar,, 
endeavouring to take the kudos for it. I 
ask the Government, after "missing the 
'bus," to do the next best thing, and in view 
of the difficulties these people are suffering 
under, to reduce rents all along the line. 
When they do so, these people will probably 

1}Jr. Kenny.] 
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b0 able to 1nect their rent~ an-d ~<lVe the 
lC per r0nt. pena1t~v. In the IllC'RT<t~ntc. a 
1mmber of these lanrlholders who cannot find 
the hig-h rents asked of them forfeit their 
holdings and then agnin u2c then1, on the 
o;trength of thP iu1prOYPlllCnts they have 
effected. \Yhcn the land is submitted and 
there ie, competition for it, they pay a higher 
price for it. They then forfeit that land 
<<gain and continue to hold it on the irnprove
ments effected. That being- the case. there 
i~ an nbso1ute ncce~.sitv for action, ~o that 
these people- can pay tl]eir rents and make a 
liYing. 

The hon, member for :\Iurilla rc.lcl the 
Connnittce of the benefits the l\1oorc GoYern
IHCIIt had given to the people, and how the~7 

had embarked on a policy of land settlement 
tlut was beneficial to this State. 

:\Ir. BRASSIXGTOX: Thev assisted \'CSted 
interests by extending pastoral leases. 

:\Ir. KE:\';'\Y: I intend dealing· with J:lixcd 
farn1ing tenures, \vhich are not .: yc·sted 
ir:t;;rt "ts,"' but are held by the ~n1a1l rnan 
I!: take<:; C1e departn1cnt one or t\YO year;:; to 
g-et rnixed fanning propo~itions into opera~ 
tio11. The l:md must be inspected. suneys 
wade, nnd plans drawn. The \\·hole proceso 
takes about two years. On page 11 of the 
report I find that land unc!er agricultural 
or tnixcd farn1ing tenures n1ade ayaiJable 
in 1929 tot:1lled 455,561 acres, \Yhile in 1931 
the area fell to 294.984 acres. The :\loo re 
Govornn1cnt can1e into po\YC'l' i 11 1929, a11cl 
conunenced to prepare a land settlc1nent 
pollc.Y, not for yested interests, but for the 
>maller farmer. We fwd t.hat in 1832. the 
L.st year of their office, they 1nadc uvailable 
for selection agricultural or rnixed fanning 
tCl1L!l'CS totalling 1.577,756 acres. In the 
followillg year. 1933, the present Govern
lllC'llt. proceeding \Yith the 
uw de bv tlte 1Ioore GoYcr1nnent. 
<1h~c tulder the sarnc tcnun• 1.303.945 acres. 
·rhPy then had to rely Ull011 their 0\\'11 

druinist.ration. and in the 11cxt ;;ear the 
<HC'n.. nwde av2.ilable under the ~an10. heading 
·\topper! to 607,599 acres. 

:\Ir. G. C' 'L\YLOH (Fno(J(tuu' [3.40 
fl.lll,]: T coEgratulnu~ th(' l\linistc-r and the 
G(1Ycnnucnt on thP oxC'e1lent v;:ork douc Uv 
1 l10 dcpanuwEt during the pa::.t t\YC'h:~~ 
Hlonth~. in cont!nuation of the pollcy adopted 
\\·hc!l t! ' L<tbour Partv becan1e the Go....-enl
ll,C'nt of the :::,tate in ·1932. Ir is Y0r> c,·i
d, ::t that 1-·nd settlement in this State- is of 

iuJnortRncc. It i:-; :;;o in every 
ill this C~fHnHlOH\YC'nlth. f''-PL·rinlly IYhen 

we r( ali~c ttnt it ts occupil:>d hy ou]y 
C·.250,QQI) ]WOplc. 

Dmincr my trip ::'\orth \Yith the :\linister 
I Y:ns a~l~ to sec countr:- that \-vas quite 
<-1 rcYc1atH11l. I FU\V la11d beYond tlw orc1i
~!cry concepti?n of the northe~·n part cf this 

The Cooktown, Athcrton Tableland. 
~Iacka~~ district., contain land well 

n·orthy of the attention of the department 
\\·I!Cll C01l5idcring closer settlelllCIJt propo~l
rion-=. The closer ~ettl('nlcnt of the land in 

districts \Yould proYide th<-" far :'\orth 
a rnilk supply; to-dav it i;:: yerY inadP

lJUatc. It is eyident that· in a climate like 
that of Xorth Queemland a g-ood market 
could bP sccqred ior dairv prOduct.;;. To-cla~· 
pl:]('P.':i Jikc ::\Iount Is<i~ (n the far we~t. ai·~ 
drpendcllt on 1nllk pasteurised in I11!!Jwrn, 
<~nd if the Tableland can be dnelopc:l and 
the Pahnerston area settled, a good 1narket 
could be secm·ed in the :'\orlh for it' pro-

[Jfr. Kenny. 

dnct,. The Daintrcc RiYer countrv i, also 
good land, and undonbtccll:-·, apart ·from the 
lo\Y-lying area of the coastal belt itself, which 
can onlv be used for sugar culti vatlon, the 
dairying lands now being made available 
bY the dcnartment for selection will be 
a.ntilcd of -by settlers from the South. I 
ha ,-e had ktters from people in Victoria 
who, from time to time. have made inquiries 
from me as to the possibilities of selectiug 
land in :'\orth Queensland. 

The department can alsq bf! congratulated 
ou the yerv effcctiYe work that bL; resulted 
fron1 the c~penditure of rr1one.y on ringbark
in,:. That phase of thr operations of the 
department has not only assisted the rural 
I:JOpulation 1ut has also giYen enlploynl8IJL 
to a nun1bcr of unc•n1ploycd indntltriali~t.:;; 
Hlld the \York can Le co1nrncndod for that 
reason alone. 

Hdcrcnco must alw be made to the cfiec
tiYo work of the Public Estatt) ImproYemeut 
Bra11ch in tho rnatter of road con;:;tru~tion· 
and general assi~iance in opening up h11HI 
which the department has to offer to ,('(thm·. 
The polic~· of this GoYcrnment, unlike that 
of Co\·crnments of t\.Vt'llt\· or thirt\· 
ago. has been to n::;::;;i~t t~nd scttlctlwnt 
pro\·iding a vroper tran::;port systC--'111. -yf~<US 
~~(~o it 1.·,as a ca:-e of taking up the land fir.;:t 
and waiting for a sufficient nuinbeJ~ of 
~eh'·:·tors to bring political influence to bear 
for the c,Jtab]i::;hnH'llt of a transport ~yst.en1, 
blii: the pro1:i~ion of transport facilities con
tcnlporan'eoni'Sly \Yitlt land scttlctneut mu~t 
lw uf con;::.iderablc a~ .. i~t.ancc. 

It is well known tbnt jn the Cllinehilla 
Dalh and other districts tho Bradic1tion ot 
prick~,"··pear ba6 lead to increased land 
:-ettL_nent. I haYc traYelled over portion 
of th,lt countrv. so1ne of T,d1ich ls not 1ne1·elv 
good :-:hcep "conntry, but good dairying 
conah·y, and, under tlto G-ovennnPnt 's con
ditions of scttlenH•nt, a liv-ing arcn for 
~·._,ttlf.r·. will lH: pro,-idcd on land that hitherto 
ha~ been in the of the pa1nsitp prickl~-
]il'flr. Th~ ?\l 1s to be congratulat•:c~ 
n~.on the efforts of hi•. dcpartntctd: in tlu1t 
dirrction. 

Tfv \YOrk of rcforc, Lation eondncrcd hv 
tht' Sub-Ucp~:rtrur_•Jtt. of For~ -..tl·y. lllH];-;· tl!~~ 
rH·.~-is of ihc 1\Ilui~tcr, i~ one of the brigJJt 

of the acln1ini~t~';:1t·iou. After all. it ~:.:; 
1najor irr1portanrc that y;ltcn a tree. full.\T 

rnLttnrul and of COlllHIPrcial y tlnP, is cut 
dov:n, another tru' ~hou1d he plantt>d to 
~·cplac0 it, rrncl J mn glad that 11oliey has 
!teen laid down by the :\rinistcr. Qncen'
laml hao been the moo,t frtYonrod State in 
i he Cnrnmonweali h :::o far as tirrdJC'l' is con
,-(•r:lcd, and in the past ntany n1illions of 
pout:cls ''Tort!t haYc b0c•n \Ya~tC'cl. BT· lt.:; 
policY of consrrying the comrnerci:1 1 ti"rnlwr 
i ilat ~now rcn1ains, ~the rlepartnu:nt ,yj!] 1Jr:
.r·ol!.::.erYing the inton-,,ts not onl~T of the 
] .n' ·c'llL but aho of future g0110rations. l 
(-:o not. think the world has prodncrd a finer 
rimbcr than the Anstrc.lian harchYoocl; but 
rhcrc i~ an apparent df' __ rth of ~ofhvood in 
thi.., countr~v. Our supplie:: of pille are 

din1inishing'. and nnlcs2' a )y~tcu1 
l cforr-sta.tlon is a~d011tcd a serious ~hOrtage 

,,_-ill result. 

A 'Yonderfn! example of rdorcstation is 
to be found in the country I was reared 
near the Clcnelg- Hin'r, ii1 Victoria. In 
that district there are thousands of acres 
of land of no commercial nJuc. The country 
'Ya' coYerod with bracken and small scrub, 
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but as a result of the operation of the 
Victorian Fore,try Department millions oi 
pine trees are now flourishing there. There 
v:as E:n acnto shortage of good quality pine 
in Victoria, and during the war period it 
"as found so costly to import it from the 
other States that attention was directed to 
devising a method whereby that State could 
grow its own soft woo·ds. Queensland i;, 
fortunate in having a fair amount of soft
"·ood iu the Northern portions of the State, 
and some of the finest lurniture timbers 
in the world. The future of the forestry 
section of the department is a bright one 
and it will be a most valuable asset to 
the State. 

In regard to land settlement in the North. 
that area in the El Arish district is good 
lend and the climatic conditions are admir
able. The settlers there have been for
tunate in being able to select land in an 
area which has a good rainfall and wher<> 
t.he.\· arc able to enjoy conditions which 
pe0ple in the ·western parts of our State 
pav a considerable amount to be able to 
en.io." during a holida." period, because the 
beach adjacent to that area is one of the 
best that can be found. I congratulate the 
Minister on his action in seeing that a 
<lec~nt road was provided to that settle
ment. 

Prior to the settlement of the Eungella 
ran.Q'e, it \Yas more or less a tourist resort. 
Thee land in that area is fairly good from 
the dairying point of view, and the Minister 
i:, to b0 eonnnendrd upon institutin~ 'l 

s~-sh~nl of transportation in tho \Yay of road~ 
to that 'C'tt.lement. Thev alone are utilities 
that. arc of great value .. to the State. The 
time has arrived when it is essential that 
an effi-cient transport :-;~-stern shonld be pro
vided for all tlw people on the land. :\'o 
consideration should he giyen to tl1c 
~ion of the raihYaY sv:o.,tC'Hl to au arcn. 
a good road exisf:o-;. "The 1nethod~ of trnu~
portation arc becoming swifter, and rnarkeb 
150 miles away arc brought closer to-day than 
markets 20 miles distant were twenty years 
ago. 

I trust the operations of the department 
will continue on the same lines they have 
followed for the past two and a-half years, 
and L have no doubt that much good will 
fl3Ult. 

1\lr. SPARKES iD·tlhy) [3.54 p.m.]: I wis!1 
to congratulate the Land Administration 
Board on its report. Queensland is verv 
fortunate in having such a board, and CH'n 
tnorc fortunate in having such a n1an as 
l\Ir. Pa.vne at the head of it. This gentle
man lw, introduced practical knowledge iuto 
tbe conferences nnd decisions of that board 
and \VP appear to haYc at last lost .a gl'ca't 
deal of that political interference that wa~ 
:-;o notjcc-rrbk at onC' tin1c. A grE'at <lPal 
of the mcccss of our land settlement is due 
to the knowledge of J\fr. Payne, wbo rcalis< s 
that people should be placed on the land. 
not merclv to eke out a hare existence lmt 
to become' taxpayers and be a benefit to tho 
State instead of a drag upon it. 

I should like again to bring before th·e 
Minister controlling; this department th•' 
11eccs;,it\~ of sin1plifying tl1e procedure in 
connection with land ballots. I am sure 
he agrees with me. CYen though he has not 
yet been able to do an,\'thing in this direc
tion. It requires only the application of a 
little common scus<> to the matter. A young 
fellow to-day requiring land has to obtitin 

t}:e :-:c-rvjL·e.; of an agent to be present ~n 
lc:s bc'balf at the ballot or be present ill 

I" rson. although he may be two or three 
hund fl'<l 111ilE' ., a wav frorn the scene. ~ o 
doubt the Minister' will tell me that the 
rJgcnt :3':stern encourages tho lodging of 1norc 
applicants. I do not doubt that for a 
moment. bnt I do doubt the genuineness of 
rtl•'-c applicants. I believe that agents 
encourage nl<:Ul) .applicants to corne in \vho 
otherwi::--e \vould never have applied. '1'h15 
Inean~ that tl1e genuine selector has hi:c; 
chances of securing land reduced. I trust 
the :'>linister will also take some action in 
t ite ,,·ay of preventing the boy or young man 
from ha ,·ing to encroach on his a! read,\' 
small capital. He secs his capital of £10J 
or le~.;:; diminishiug with each ballot. yet 
i!e has no land. lt is bad enough to June 
to "'fier disappointment at the ballot with
out having to pay for the privileg·o. The 
!Joldec of a ticket in the £25,000 " Golden 
Ca~kt1 t ·· is not requin?d to be present at 
the drawing, then why should the applicant 
in a land ballot? Surelv the land commis
sioner. or whoeYcr rn~y be the person 
appointed to conduct the ballot, is unbiased 
and fair enough to sec that tlH'l'C is no 
mi·conduct ~ If an applicant desires to be 
presHlt. he should be at liberty to attend. 
but why corupcl hirn to Le there? 

I cannor understand 1.vhv \Ye still see IneH 
Lolding large areas of Country applicanr::; 
at land ballots. Tlw :Minister knows very 
well to \vhom I refer. I have them in my 
own electorate and I suppose they .are rny 
supportc•rs. but that does not deter me from 
~a.\·lng that thP rnan holding a large area 
ot land should not be an applicant for 
furthPl" land. The l\tlinistcr n1ay n1ake note:; 
of wlut I sav and u,;e them "in the local 
papers. He c"an do as he likes, but it doe' 
uot '\Vorry n1c one damn bit--

The TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMA:\': Order: 
I '"otdcl ask the hon. member to follow th» 
procc1_iure of ParlimncnL There is certain 
language that should be used in this 
Chamber. and I would ask the hon. member 
to re ,train hirnself. 

:.\Ir. SP ARKES: I have le>trned a lot 
since I have been here, not only as regards 
lai<guage. but other things, too. I know of 
an in~taucc ·where a ruan is holding large 
arc·iB of frcdJO!d land and is beiug allowed 
to obtain still rnore. rl1he landless rnan 
~houlJ be given first opportunity of securirJg· 

block on eYCl".V new area thrown open iu 
Queenslanr! I know of men with 100.000 
acTos or· 200,000 acres who are competing 
in tile ballots to-day again;;;t young n1cH 
without an acre to tl1cir narnes and who 
have ]H'rhaps only £400 or £500 each. I 
'"k tlw Labour J'artv. which is eYerlast
ingl_v clain1ing that it~ is the fricnU of the 
downtrodden and oppressed-and m~7 friend 
oppo.-<ltc iS one of those '\Yho are everlastingly 
complaining of the oppression ot tlH~ 
\YOrkPr--

.-\ Gonm:orEx:r MEMBER: He must have 
ca,Jr before he can ballot. 

}fr. Bn.I~SJXGrox: You stand for all form3 
of opprPs.sion. 

SPARKES: I cannot hear the hon. 
, bnt it would not be much me if 

I could. He is a member of a part_\' that 
a'hoc tl<·' these things and has allowed them 
to continue. The Secrrtarv for Pul>l1c 
Land.;; kno-..vs of it. because t'lw rnattcr La"
f,ecn [Jbccd before him. 

J11r. 8parkes.] 
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Mr. TOZER (U~•mpi<) [4 p.m.]: There is 
no doubt that this department is one of the 
n1ost jn1portant d.epartrnents in the Statf:.\ 
as it deals with practicallY the whole of 
the lands of Queensland. {notice that the 
appropriation from consolidated revenue for 
this ,dcpartrrwnt for the ensuing ye,jr is only 
£5,647 in excess of that for last year, but 
in glancing through the trust and special 
funds and the Loan Fund Account one 
noticPs that there are considerable appro
priations in conucrtion with certain itPn1s. 
This year the appropriation for thP Chief 
Office is £2.223 less than the appropriation 
last ~'car, the appropriation for District 
( lfficcs is £721 more, and the appropriation 
for Forestry is £1,088 les~. But. on turning 
to the Trust and Special and Loan Fund 
Estimate,_ I lind that the amount h be 
appropriated fl·or11 Trust and Special Ftmd~ 
for forestry is £150.050, or an increase of 
£39.950. compared with the appropriation 
last year. and it is proposed to appropriate 
an amount of £86.000 from the Loan Fund 
Account for forestry this year, which is 
£16,000 in c·xcess of the appropriation for 
last vear. ln that waY we arrive at the 
actua·l amount to be 8:ppropriated to the 
Forestry Department from the various funds. 

There is no doubt that the annual report 
i"ued b;v the Land Administration Board 
is a ver:,- in5tructive one, and no one 
t..ln clairn for a rnomcnt that this denart
rnent is not providing a.n excellent s(•r~vice. 
Of cour~c, its activities are )nfluenccd by 
the policy of the UO\·ernm''nt in power for 
the time being, but it is really doing excel
lent. work. In Queensland we have an area 
of 429,120/100 acres of land. :Y1uch has been 
said fron1 time to tin1e concerning the re~pec~ 
tive merits of the freehold and leasehold 
title~, and if one failed to consult ~tatistics 
on the question or if one omitted to give 
the n1attcr sPrious thought, one might con
clude that a g-rave injustice lmd been 
inflicted upon this State in allowing the 
iflnd to be alienated. but on looking- into the 
matter it is found that of the 429.120,00G 
acres in Queensland onlv 19.279.392 acres. or 
4.49 per eent. has l;een alienated and 
that 8,688,588 acres. or 2.02 per cent., 
a.re 111 the proce.;;s of alienation. Th(~ 
a rea of I and alie11ated or 1n the pro
ce~s of a1ieuation i.", therefore, 6.51 per 
cent. of the total area of the State, which. 
aft('l' all, i~ ~l YPJ',V sn1all pcrcpntage indeed. 
A ron~iclcntb]c area is still retained jn the 
hand' of the people> as a whole. and in 
~·cferring ro this ruatter the l1oard congratu
late' the people of Queenoland unon having 
availaulc· such a large area of l 1rovm land. 
\Vith sueh et large area available it nat.ur
al:v follows that most of the administrative 
bu~incss of the department is in connection 
with least•hold lands, but if one were to 
inquire at the department if there was any 
land availa1Jlc for selection for ·wool pro
dud.ion he would be answered in the nega
tive. There is a considerable area of land 
that could be made available fur the graz
ing of sheep. and it is to the interest of the 
Uoyennrwnt to tnah:e as much land aYailab!e 
as possi bk. I understand that it is the 
policy of the Government and the depart
ment to encourage land settlement, but if 
that worthv airn is to be achi<1·ed then 
the conditione of settlement will han to be 
rnade a~ attractiYe as possible. No action 
should Le taken which would in any way 
lend to handicap. much less cripple the m·w 
selector on the threshold _of his enterprise. 

[Mr. Tozer. 

Be should be assisted in every way to make 
a success of his venture, because upon hjs 
wcce's depends the ability of the State to 
secure addjtional revenue and in other wa vs 
pl'Ovidc increased benefits for the peopfe. 
I submit that it should be the policy and 
the ardent duty of all the officials of tile 
department to take an active interest in 
iand settlement with a view to assisting 
not only new settlers but also people who 
have actuallv settled on the land and hold 
their properties under the different land 
tenures. They should do their utmost to 
assist new and established settlers to stock 
tlu~ir holdings and to increase the nurnber 
of their flocks. 

V cry often some person conceives it to 
be> his duty not altogether to persecute the 
man on the land but to place every obstacle 
in his way, and that makes things very 
unplL·a'ant. The Government have certainly 
111adc certain concessions, but they were 
necessary to enable the landholders to carry 
on their work, and in this matter have simply 
follovvcd the policy initiated by the Moors 
Government. During the period the Moore 
Gov-ernment held office hon. members oppo
site condemned them for follO'·' ing this 
policy, but in many respects they have con
tinued it. There is no doubt that the same 
land settlement policy is being continued, 
\vlth one or two alterations such as taking 
a way the right to a freehold title. This 
adoption of the Moore Government's prac
tice is a very satisfactory feature of land 
admiHistratiori. I trust that. the policy will 
l,e <·ontinued of assisting people to settlA 
OJJ our lands. 

1\,Lmy things must. be taken into considera
tion ill land settlement, and one of the 
most important. is the eradication of noxious 
weeds. Some people contend that it is a 
dut.v of the local authorities, but in many 
rest;ects this pnt has got beyond their 
rapacity because the Government possess so 
manv reserYes and vacant Crown lands In 
the ·infestPd area. The Government have 
6,000,000 acres of land reserved as timber 
and forestrv resenes. That is in addition to 
all Crown ·land. Then· are many instances 
of Crown land and resenes being infested 
wit.h noogoora burr, Bathurst burr, lantana, 
and a 11 kinds of noxious weeds. It is very 
}Jard for people who have selected land 
adjrtcPnt to watercour~es, because their land 
1s continually infested by flood and storm 
waters carrying seeds of noxious weeds and 
depositing- them on their land. The local 
authorities immediately call upon such land
holders to eradicate the weeds that grow, 
but in order to eradicate any pest one must 
tackle it at the source, and in many cases 
the source is higher up the stream on Crown 
lands or reserves. It is the dub· of the 
Gov-ernment, therefore, to deal >v.ith these 
p(~st-s. 

1 understood from hon. members opposite 
that land settlement generally has greatly 
increased since their Government assumed 
office. but when we examine this report we 
find such is not the case. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA}!DS : You 
want a little bit of intelligence when you 
read the report. 

l\1r. TOZER: I am open to listen to the 
wisdom of the Minister when he replies, 
and to hear his explanation why the total 
area made available under different tenures 
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for ]and settlement was 55,344,283 acres in 
1931, and fell to 18,393,679 acres in 1934. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: That 
is not really all new land that has been 
settled, 

:V1r. TOZER: The report states-

" During the last six years lands have 
Leen made available under different 
;enures, and have been applied for, as 
h>llows :-" 

l lta ve only the report to go on. 
The report of the Sub-Department of 

Forestry discloses that the peak year of 
timber supply was last year. In that period 
the total Crown log sales were nearly 
81.000,000 superficial feet. 

We are given the following information 
concerning forestrv for the J ear 1933-34 :-

,,_crown sales of pine logs 
'rown sales of hardwood logs 

f 1rown sales af kauri pine, 
Cyprus pine. cabinet wood', 
and scrub woods ... 

Total Crown log saces 

l'jn1ber revenue 
1Gxpenditure 

Acreage planted 
Total acreage planted at 

30th June, 1934 

Super. feet. 
59,000,000 
ll,OGO.C08 

11,000,000 
81,000.000 

£ 
166.878 

70.000 

Aci'P.~. 

2,0DO 

11,518 

Some time ago a Forestry Conference stated 
thrn Queensland required 6.000,000 acres for 
fMr·etry purposes. \Ve are told that at the 
end of t~e year the total acreage of State 
forests, t1mber reserves, and national parks 
exct•Pdcd 6,000,000 acres for the first time on 
rcr·onL A question that exercises in mv 
minJ is this: If, during the existence o'f 
thr· Forestry Department only 11,518 acres 
haw been planted, and the best planting 
in any one year is apprcximHtelv 2.000 acres 
what is the use of having anvthing lik~ 
6,0CO,OOO acres of land tied up?· After all 
if the whole of \hat area i~ carrying mar: 
kctablc timber, It IS qucstwnable whether 
thr•_ ta>;payer is not simp1,· being taxed to 
m a mtam an amount of timber that would 
<'Yc>ntually be in excess of actual require
ments and would, therefort'. be unsalable. 
2\Iost certainly the whole of that area is not 
carP:ing marketable timber. Some places 
may have only six to eight trees to the acre. 
whereas ver.: good stands may exist in othe1~ 
phv.-•s; but throughout the whole of Queens
land I should sav that th0 number of mar
ketable trees to· the acre \vas verv small. 
It is questionable whether reforestation will 
be the success that people think it will. The 
argument is adduced that other countries of 
tlw world have undertaken reforestation and 
ha Ye proved it a succe•s. and that no rea
smr "xists why Queensland should not also 
provo it a success. I wa'" rather ~urprised to 
h<)af the hon. 1ncrnher for Enoggera state that 
in Victoria waste lands not used for dairv
ing or other agricultural purposes were us~d 
for reforestation with remarkable success. 
PrC':·umably the timber planted there was 
pinns insignis. Ever since I came into Par
liament the argument has been put forward 
that we should utilise not the best lands of 
the State, but waste, for reforestation pur-
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poses. I know there arc certain poor lands 
on which it would not be advisable to grow 
timber, but on the other hand the fact that 
in rnanv parts of Queensland we utilise the 
hest lal1d for reforestation convinces me of 
the necessity for a reclassificatir;m, so_ that 
lands not. suitable for reforestatiOn w1ll be 
made available for other purposes. I under
stand that 16,000 acres of the Eungella 
State Forest are being thrown open with 
that object in view, and I trust that simi
lar action will be taken in other parts of 
the titate. 

J\fy argument is this : Assuming one log 
per tree is obtained, 30 feet in length and 
with a 60-inch girth, that would mill 
562 "'!Jcrficial feet. It has been stated that 
the actual planting of trees has been in the 
v-icinity of 1,000,000 a year, and allowing 
for los.,cs, let us assume that the planting 
resulted in 500,000 trees. They would pro
duce something like 280,000,000 superficial 
fC'et of timber in fifty years-it is stated that 
such trees will mature in something like 
fifty years if not less. If that is so, at the 
end ot fiftv vears that marketable timber 
will ha ,-e been removed and the land 011 

'\vhich it grew will be again available for 
]Jlaming. An area of 1,000,000 acres, 1t 
appears to n1e, will produce an excess of 
marketable timber, because it must he 
remembered that this State is not the onh' 
one that has adopted the system of reforc:
tation. \V e cannot use all the timber we 
produce in this State and we have to relv 
on our exports to the other States. \Ve do 
not export our tirnbcr overseas because we 
cannot succP'Bfully compete with other 
tim her-exporting nations. In view of the 
fact that the Southern States are our onlv 
other market, and seeing tha.t the othe'r 
States hav-e ado11ted a policy of reforestation. 
we should consider whether the amount of 
money that is now being spent on refores
tation will be a profitable expenditure. Of 
that I am doubtful. 

LPt u:-; t·on::;idPr the land .ag0nt's district 
of L;ympie. 'fbis matter .affects me closely, 
bec>eust' I am repeatedly receiving applic:l
tions from people who desire to select land 
and an' not able to do so. The countrv 
which is not already settled, is either State 
fon~--t tim her reserve or national park. 
There arc t wonty-two State forests, compris
lllg an area of 203,701 acres, eighteen timber 
rt1 :-'C'l'YP"i the aggrcgatp urea of which j~ 
111,742 acres. and four national parks with 
an area of 262 acres. In that comparativ-ely 
small Jlorliou of Queensland 315,705 acres 
arc til'd up. The people who have selectiom 
adjoining those reserves are desirous of 
obtaining· fnrther areas of land, and these 
re8ervc:-; are infested with n1arsupials. The 
settlers on adjacent blocks are compelled fo 
fence off their cultiv-ation with wire nettin~ 
in order to pre,·ent the inroads of marmpials 
flt night-time. I think it is taken for 
grantc'd that a rnan is able to live n1ore 
chcaplv on the land than in the city, and 
when ]u, is making a living on the land he 
is not likely to abandon it; whilst in the 
coune of time it will be improved and thus 
be an as;ct to the State. The peoplP cannot 
understand why they are not able to select 
anv of these areas of land I have mentioned. 
I ~mderstand there is to be a reclassification. 
and if anv portion of that land is made 
available for selection it will be appreciated 
by those people who are land-hungry, and 

Mr. Tozer.] 
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at the same time the Government will 
receive some return. At the present time 
timt land is not producing anything and the 
shire councib are receiving no rates in 
1 espect of it-with the exception of a con
tribution by the Forestry Department for 
the cost of roads which lead into these 
reserves. If the land were thrown open for 
selection and taken up the Crown would be 
receiving a rental, the local authorities would 
he collecting rates, and a certain amount of 
production would be going on. I ask the 
:Vfinister to make some land available in 
the Gymj,ie di,trict as soon as possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [4.26 p.m.]: Before 
I have too much to reply to, I take this 
opportunity to comment on some of the 
remarks alreadv made bv hon. members of 
the Committee.- The ex-Secretarv for Public 
Lands. the hon. membc1· for Cunningham, 
i, usqally very fair-minded, but always intro
duces the political i,_,ue into anv discU'sion. 
Jt doeo not matter what benefit 'has accrued 
by reason of the ptesent Labour Administra
tion. he says, " Oh, you uro just con6nuing 
the policy of the Moore GoYermnent in that 
H"'PC'Ct." 'When is he going to stop? It 
"·ns all right for him to adopt that attitude 
during the first ~oar that the present Labour 
Administration acquired office, but surely 
the present Government should receiYe some 
credit for :my progress made after that first 
"' ar! As far as the Department of Public 
Lands is concerned. \Ye have speeded up the 
land settlement of Queensland by over 50 
pPr cent. since our assu1nption of Office. 

The hon. member for Cunningham cannot 
get a'vay with his assertion that his Govern~ 
ment w;;s t]10 only one that gaYe relief to 
the man on the land. He should go back to 
1921. when a ]WCYious Secretary for Public 
Lands in a Labonr Goycrnment initiated 
relief to the cattlemen of Queensland. That 
policy has been continued and the Act 
l'e-enacted CYl'ry fivp :years. Ko GovE•rnrnPnt 
haYe done more for the man on the land 
generall:v and for the individual settler on 
the land than the Labom· Govl'rmnents of 
1l:P past; and wo ha Ye continncd their 
pulicy. 

The Temporary Chairnmn. following· the 
usual procedure, has .-.:onlc\.vhat Cl'.llllpccl the 
,t•·lc of the ex-Secretary for Public Lands. 
(~crt.ain disc':lssions can onl.v ta kc place 'vhen 
1 ''c appropnate yotes arc bdore the Com
mittee; but hod the Opposition. when they 
VIC'rc in power. done t1Jc> ~~-·n:-;lblP. thing or" 
allotting certain days to each department, 
tlw:v v·ould haye had the right to discuss 
PYcry vote. 

l\lr. KEX>iY: You stone,,- all every vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\Ye do not stonewall. Personally, I have 
no objection to any discussion whatsoever, 
Lut, naturally, the Temporary Chairman has 
to confine the discussion to the vote before 
the Committee. He cannot allow a discussion 
on revenue votes when loan yotGs are before 
the Committee. and vice Yersa. So far as 
relief to cattlemen and assistance to the 
other sections on the land are concerned, 
this Government have cNtainly done every
thing in their power. \Ye have seen to it 
that cheap money has been made available 
to the man on the land and irksome con
ditions have been remoYed. 

Under the provisions of a Bill passed by 
tl1is Parliament last session, local authorities 
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bGcame the district improvement bDards 
under the Act passed by hon. members oppo
site. That is an edict of Parliament, and, 
in my opinion, should go towards providing 
better conditions on stock routes. A local 
authority is a body elected by the people 
of a particular district. It is right on the 
spot and knows the local conditions. It is 
conveniently able to supervise and do the 
work. 

During the course of the debate the old 
controversy arose as to the merits of perpetual 
leasehold tenure and freehold tenure. I 
consider that the most convincing argument 
for perpetual leasehold as against fr0ehold 
is exemplified by the report of the Federal 
Wool Committee. The Commonwc,]th 
Government appointed a committee to make 
investigations in all the States of Australia 
not ;mly in Queensland, regarding wool pro: 
rluctwn. ~fr. Payne, the chairman of the 
La11d Administration Board, was seconded 
to the Commonwealth Government s -rvice 
and appointed the chairman of that com
mittee. T~e . amusing part of it is that, 
after appomtmg a costly committee and 
instructing it to go into all the details of 
the question. the Federal Governrrwnt. as 
do most Governments other than Labour 
pigeon-holed its report. There was one mat' 
ter in connection with that report to which 
I would draw the attention of this Commit
tee. It was proved that Queensland pro
dncPd wool at 2d. a lb. cheaper tlu:tn did 
any other State, owing to the nature of 
(/t~ecnsland's land tenure for pastoral pur
'mts. Hon. members will thu• see that under 
the leascholcl system in Queensland , can 
produce \\·ool at 2d. per lb. chcap••r· than 
tllO."W State~ in 1\hich the 1aiH~ i'3 h' c .. J;der 
freehold te1mre. 

The Department of Public Land' rcalioes 
that tigor-prar is a verv serious mcLnr ~' and 
wust bo kept in check.~ During the t>, ; ;nd 
a-half :v.cars that I hayc had the honour of 
coutrollmg the department I have na id a 
great deal of attention to this quc'stir)n. As 
n n1a~tcr of. fact, rnore has been done during 
the tune th1s Government have been in office 
than durmg any other period. Tlw trPuble 
1s tlwt there are certain seed-beds of this 
pear, and the hon. rnembcr for Cur:niru .. d1anr 
k;1ows that a certain sum \Yas spent b-~- the 
lair Govcn1n1ent in an endeavour to ~~racli~ 
cate one of thcrn, although his staternont \vas 
not quite correct, became it is on fn, 'hold 
land. \Vo ~ave continued the policy of try
i,.g to eradwate such seed-oods. 

In addition, the Prickly-pear Land Com
Jnission is rnaking a,~ailable poison to land 

~1 ttlers for thP craclicat1on 1_,£ the ti~Pr Jlt'.ll' 

at £5 a ton. This poison has cost th, com
mission £33 a ton, so that we are ac"w11ly 
subsidising· the efforts of the settler.- to the 
extent of £28 a ton. It is hoped that with 
the assistance of a new variety of cochineal 
insect we shall be able to eradicate the tiger 
pear. Our efforts in this direction have coBt 
a great deal of money and a considerable 
amount of research, but we anticipate that 
these imncts eventual! v will become acclima
tised and that they ;,-ill be able to equal 
the wonderful work carried out by othee 
biological agents in the destruction of 
ordinary pear. If they can do this then the 
problem will be solved. I want to asmre 
hon. members that no stone has been left 
unturncd by the Government, through the 
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Prickly-pear Lanci Commission, of employ
ing an efficient means of eradicating this 
lnPna.ce. 

It may be of interest to hon. members to 
reflect for a moment upon the excellent work 
that has been carried out by the Prickly
pear .Land Commission. The Labour Go
vernment were responsible for establishing 
the Prickly-pear Laud Uommission, and if 
hon. members, particularly the hon. member 
for Murilla and the Leader o.f the Opposi
tion, will turn to the pages of "Hansard,'' 
they will find that thev ridiculed the then 
Sec:retary for Public Lands for introducing 
the appropriate legislation. 

}fr. MOORE: Who did'? 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. gentleman said that the then Minis
ter might just as well get a steamroller and 
roll it over the pear. I ask the hon. gentle
man tu read " Hansard " and to read the 
remarks of the then Minister, Mr. 
}lcCormack. 

Mr. MooRE: You read it and tell the 
truth. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: 
Both the Leader of the Opposition and the 
hon. member for Mm·illa ridiculed the Bill. 
and said that it was another example of 
\Ya<tc of money by a Labour Government. 
Since that Act was passed in 1923 no less 
an area than 13,752,769 acres of land has 
been cleared of prickly-pear in Queensland, 
at a nominal cost. On no occasion has the 
appropriation for this particular work been 
exccr>ded in an} one year. The report by 
the department draws attention to these 
matters, but hon. members opposite are very 
careful not to mention them to the Com
mittee and not to express their appreciation 
of the action of the Labour Government in 
passing legislation whereby 13,752,769 acres 
of land was cleared of prickly-pear and no 
I<"S than 12,648,087 acres of that land was 
scttle'l up to the end of last year. 

At 4.34 p.m., 
.:\lr. W. T. Kr::.;z; resumed the chair. 

The SECREL\R\' FOR FGBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member for Normanby outlined 
the many valuable concessions that had been 
granted to the people on the land. It was 
nec"ssary for the hon. member to do so in 
order that hon. members would realise what 
Labour Governments haYe done to assist the 
pPople on the land. It was the motto of the 
Labour Government of the day, and always 
is the motto· of Labour Governments, to 
"Ker,p the settler on the land." \Ve do not 
C'nc·ou1·age the land speculator and that is 
wh:-;· we will have nothing to do with the 
fr0ehold system. Our policy is not framed 
with the intention of enccuraging men to 
take up land purely for the purpose of 
making a profit on its sale. \Ve want the 
st'ttlers to take up the land, to li,-e on the 
Lmd, and to produce from the land for the 
bcrwfit of themseln•s and their family and 
the State. That is our aim and we shall do 
cyerything we possibly can to induce the 
settler to remain on the laud. The hon. 
member for Normanby has clearly set out 
the useful concessions that have been granted 
bv Labour Governments from time to time, 
a;1d he also outlined the very valuable con
cessions that had been granted by this 
GoYernment during the short space of time 

that thev ha ,-e been in office. He verv 
rightly p'ointed out that changing condition's 
in the industry made it n('f'essar.)' to initiate• 
appropriate legislation. During this session 
two Bills will be introduced granting con
cessions to the people on the land. It cer
tainly will mean a charge on consolidated 
revenue, but we are not so much concerned 
about that as we are to discharge our duty 
to keep the men on the land. They must 
have every oppo-rtunity to earn a reasonable 
living. We do not deny the man on 
the land an opportunit,v to make a rea~on
able Jiy-iug. \Ve demand that he be given 
that right. I represent more particularly 
the sugar industry, and in that connection 
I would remind hen. members opposite that 
legislation initiated by a Labour Govern
ment has made the sugar industry one of 
the best industries not only in Queensland 
but also in the world. If any industry has 
withstood the stress of the depression and 
giy-en to the people in this State something 
worth while. it is the sugar industry. That 
is the policy of the Labour Government, and 
we '"ill extend that policy to every other 
industrY. \Ye demand for the worker a 
liying ~vagf' and we include the 1nan on the 
land in tlw category of a worker. \Vc 
are Ih't 1 ik0 hon. rncn1bers opposite who were 
content to do nothing -during their three 
year~ in powe1·. Our rnotto is " Deeds, not 
words." Even Bill dealing with land 
matters that will be introduced this session 
will eonta in concession, for the people en
gaged on the land. If anybody is sufficiently 
interested to look at the amount of land 
revenue rccei,·ed b.'- the present Government 
he will realise that the industry has been 
rrwintained in a ~tate of efficicncv despitP 
the depmssion. The beneficial effects of 
Labour's policy has been reflected in the 
rcH'nuo of the State. 

That refutes the claim'' of the Opposition. 
After all, all that counts is the actual 
cash that goes into the tilL This Labour 
Gov0rnment haYe had the privilege of putting 
more money into the till from the land. 
and granting n1ore concessions to the land
holders than anv other Government since 
1929. They ha.;;e put more money into 
rcYcnue from the land and spent it for the 
bcneli t of the \Yhole of the people, and on 
the other hDnd have giyen n1ore concessions 
than eYer before in the history of Queens
land to the people on the land. For the 
benefit of the Committee, and in support 
of my stat0ment that the amount of money 
collected it! land revenues last year was a 
record sine? 1929. which was the peak year 
of QLieensland, I have only to state that the 
amount of monev that went into the till 
from this wurce · was £1,141,000. I claim 
for n1v GoYernrnent and mv adrninistra
tion the credit for that achievement. 

The hon. member for Normanbv raised 
another question which desenes a g~·eat deal 
of consideration, because he has had many 
inten·icws on the subject with me in addi
tion to previous Ministers. No man in this 
Committee has made greater efforts in the 
interests of land settlement than the hon. 
member. One of his submissions to the depart
ment has beea the neglect of the big land
holder to eradicate prickly-pear growing on 
hi.s land. We hltvC made inquiries and have 
given instructions that careful regul"r 
inspections and reports should be made by 
our inspectors to head office. We find, as 
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he points out, lack of attention in the proper 
eradi9ation of prickly-pear on the part of 
the brg wealthy landholder. The struggling 
farmer always does his bit, but the wealthy 
landholder who goes away to Melbourne 
~ydney, and other places, is usually the last 
man to do what he should in this connec
tion. It has been found necessary for me 
to see to it that a Bill I am bringing in 
provides that the big landholdcr shall do 
nis duty in regard to the eradication of 
noogoora burr. 

GovERKiiiENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear : 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member for Normanby also pointed 
out that the real problem confronting the 
settlers m Queensland and all other parts 
of the world was that of price levels. I 
was pleased when our British visitor was 
here the other day that he pointed out that 
Britain's problems were our problems also. 
The problem that Britain has to face and 
that we and every State in Australia has 
to face, is the necessity for increasing price 
levels, not only for the manufacturer but 
also for our producer. No Government in 
Australia have done more to increase price 
levels than this Government because we 
believe that hand in hand ~ith increased 
price levels goes the purchasing powers of the 
peovlc. \Ye have given everv concession to 
the producer and have done our best to 
increase his price leYels. \Ve have done it 
in a tangible way by giving to the indus
trial workers in the big centres 1nonev with 
which to buy primary produce. That is 
absolutely in accord with the views of the 
distinguished visitor from the British Go
Yernment, who recently visited Brisbane. 
Xo doubt the British Government arc copy
mg (~uecnsland's administration in exactly 
the same wav as they are copying our legis
latiOn. Labour Governments, especially the 
QuC'C'n:-;land Labour GoYt'rnnH'nt. !JaYP initi
ated legisl11tion from which the best results 
have been achieYed. \Ve have had the 
privilege of seeing our legislation copied 
h,- !he " :Y1other " Parliament because it 
sees that our legislation is the be,t. 

:>.1r. KENNY: You flatter yourself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
We gt•t thoro! That is the trouble. and that 
is why the Opposition squeal so much. \Ve 
haYe not fallen down on the job. The hon. 
lllCrnber for Murilla \Vas gOod enourrh to 
qnoto from a table in the report of the bLand 
Administration Board. Apparently he said 
to himself, " Ha, ha. I have got them now. 
·rhis GoYcrnn1cnt are clain1ing ,vhat '-'VOnder
ful results they are achieYing in land settle
ment and I have them on this table in the 
report." As I interjected at the time. it 
requrres a good deal of intelligence to ·dis
sect that table. 

:Ylr. KENNY: Have you got it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes, a jolly sight more than the hon. mem
ber and the hon. member for Mm·illa. I 
ask the hon. members for Murilla and Cook 
to state exactly what they claim. \Vhat 
really counts is the amount of new land 
settlement. There is always a kind of 
reshuffling in land settlement which in effect 
is like the action of the h~n. member for 
Murilla, who wiped out millions of the debt 
on the rail ways by a piece of leo-isla tion 
which transferred it to another ~ccount. 

[Hon. P. Pease. 

Exactly the same positiOn arises in land 
settlement as in the. Railway Department. 
As the hon. member for W arrego once said, 
part of the debt is taken from your trouser 
pocket and put into your boot. All that 
counts, as I said, is new land settlement, 
and I will give the Committee from this 
report the area of new land settlement. If 
any Iron. member wishes to see it for himself, 
then he can read the report and see that 
what I say is true. 

The figures for new land settlement .rn• 

1929, Labour Government 
1930, Moore Gm·ernment 
1931, Moon• l\Iovernment 
1932, Moore Government 
1933, Labour Gm·ernment 
1934, Labour Government 

Acres. 
5,418,624 
3,362, 711 
2, 750.363 
3,442,330 
5,136,430 
5,075.319 

In 1932 the people of Queensland woke 
up, emptied out this Government of promisL''> 
and put in a Labour GoYernnwnt of JH'rfnnu
ances. Then we got busy; we did not talk,
we did things. Let me tell the hon. membet· 
for ;viurilla where he sli[Jped: the majmity 
of the pastoral holdings shown in the Land 
.\dministration Board's report were hold
ings newly acquired on better term· aft et' 
tho surrender of the forn1er leases. In...:tl'ad 
of giving to the people of Queenshtnd rhc 
land that is their birthright, hon. men;bcrs 
opposite hal!lled back the land t•: the 
wealth.\' companies. In their criticim1 to-day 
}wn. 1llE'D1bers opposite arc but discfDsing 
how shockingly they neglected their duty. fat· 
rnillions of acres ·which reallv should haY~~ 
gon0 into ne1v :->ettleJucnt \Ye;() 
the 'walthy people. ·what the hon. m 
for l\1urilla dain1s wa·"' ne·w ~ctt1enh?·r.t was 
>imply u rPdmffle of all tl)ose lanch ,, !rich 
~hould hayp been opened up-the birtl1right 
of the boys of Queensland who were \\'a,itiHg 
for them but who could not get them bccaU>c' 
they had been handed back to the v:< drh.v 
eornpanies. l-Ion. ;rncmbcrs OP110"3ite eau 
c on~u1t ': Hansard" to ~ee the obje.·riou.:;; 
that were rai;ccl hv Labour member.-. f 
thank the hon. n{ember for :VIurilL for 
giYing nu~ the opportunity of sho\vin§.£" how 
recreant to their trust \Vl'l'C ]wn. rne .:her~ 
opposite. 

The lJOll. n1c1nlx•r also talked about pri,·kly
peur eradication. but it i> well to poll' ou! 

that tit€' hon. membpr ridiculed a L:JJ'om· 
Sccretar:: for Public Lands for instituting
the Prickly-pear Land Comrnission. l h~1ve 
c1uotcd '· llausard " prcviou~lv in thar J_·ou-
uection. V 

;\h. BHI'.;D: You cannot find that :-late'· 
nteut in '· l::Iausard." 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LAI\DS: 
Hon. member' opposite ridiculed th<' C'Star>
lishmeut of the Prickly-pear Land Commis· 
;ion, which '"as the creation of Labour 

Speaking of the wonderful amount of 
mane: that had been advanced to settler'. 
the hon. member quoted a figure of £190,000. 
1\'hy. they did not give 190,000 penc<', and 
I shall prove that hy the report of tlw 
Land Administration Board. This is what 
the Land Administration Board report ,;ays 
-eYery hon. member opposite takes the 
Land Administration Board's report as his 
Bible. I do not. I haw> had serious di!teJ'
cnces with the Laud Administration Board 
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and I am going to have some more-this is 
what was said-

" However, it was not until the 
Employment Council was constituted in 
:.VIay, 1932, that a forward step was made. 
The Land Administration Board took the 
opportunity of again bringing the scheme 
under notice." 

1~nder the notice of whom? This GoYern
ment when it came into power had to find 
the money. 

l\Ir. KEXNY : You were not in power then. 

Mr. MoORE: The statement is just as 
reliable as the other statements you haYe 
made. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member does not like the state
nH'nts I 111ake. 

Mr. KEXXY: Tell us what the l\Ioore 
CoYernment did. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The~- c1id nothing. They talked. but did 
nothing. The n1onev wns spent onlv v>hen 
,ye came into oflice. \Ye were the first. people 
who really spent n1oney in connection witJJ 
that scheme. Again, it was a Common
wealth and State scheme. The present 
Leader of the Oppmition went to the Loan 
Council and as o.rcurred at ihe Loan Council 
the other da"• the Prime Minister discussc•d 
f:-01110 n1ethods of relicYing the rnan on the 
land. The methods this time are nebulous, 
but on the pn'vious oeca~ion they were not. 
They allocate<! a certain sum to be contl'i
butNl on a Gft"·-fifty lmsis. The State took 
c·crtain n•sr1onsibilitv for that moncv and 
tiw Con11nonwPalth the ,,:Jn1f', and the' Com
monwealth insiste-d on its part being loaned 
at 3 per cent. The States natnrallv 
rtcquicsced, and tl1at is where the lVloor~> 
U-oYernn1ent got the rnoney at 3 per cent. 
But ours was th,, Gm·crmnent that spent 
it and not tllP ::\1oore Governrnent. 1 
rPnwn1ber OfH" of n1v chir-f tasks 'vhen I took 
charge of. thP dqnlrtrncnt was to {'Xpcc1ite 
the spendmg of that money. 

:\Ir. Kn;xy : Be l1onest for a moment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~DS: 
Tlw Land Ac1ministrat.ion Board ,Yill tell 
,·on that I did do that job. \Ye made 
1arge sun1s of n1oncy aYailable and '"c 
arc now continuing that policy. ' 

The hon. member for ::\1nrilla had wme
thinl' to say about the respective merits 
of freehold and leasehold tenures. He said 
that wht•n th0 l\ioorc Gon>rnment gave the 
right to settlers to convert to freehold 99 
]Wr cent. converted. An examination of the 
ilctual 11osition rcvPals that his figures arf' 
Ullre1iablr hcraus(' the aYcrage conversion 
throughout the State of all sorts of holdings 
nndc•c· the lVIoore Government scheme was 
44 per cent. and not 99 per cent. In one 
imtance. in li1P L'ppm Burnett and CallidP 
e0ttlcmont. which was initiated bv the 
Labour . Government, of 1,007 people who 
were ehg1ble to convert to the wonderful 
freehold tenure. onlv 279 conYcrted. \Ye are 
all concerned · abol;t the Burnett settlers. 
Cnfortnnately. they are not in a Yery good 
JIO'ltlon. Manv of the 279 who converted 
are ~orry they~ did so, and are anxious to 
re,·crt to the s.' stem we have in operation. 
In Queensland, the State that did not adopt 
the• freehold system, the cost of wool pro
duction was 2d. a lb. cheaper than in anv 
other State in Australia. The hon. membe~· 

for Maranoa explained the position m 
regard to wool relief, and he pointed out 
to this Committee, quite correctly, that the 
corollary of the interest reduction was the 
Financial Emergency Relief Extension Act. 
The wool scheme of hon. members opposite 
was not worth anything. It was typica; of 
the hare-brained schemes fathered by the 
::vioore Government. I have perused 'many 
files in connection with the wool relief 
scheme. The first difficulty experienced by 
the Moore GoYernment was in getting the 
pastoral eo m panics to reduce their rates of 
interest. In n1anv instances no reduction 
was made at all. · The Government of the 
day had no power to force them to do it. 
Th0 Premier of the day took the matter up 
'Yith the various big firms and others con
ccrrwcl, and put the position to them, .. If 
.You do ,-our part. we will do ours,'' but he 
<'ould not compel them. :Many did not do 
it. Tlw hon. member for J\1aranoa pointf'cl 
out that it required the application of the 
Financial Emergency Relief Extension A<'t 
to meet the position. 

:.VIr. 2\IoORE : Can vou tell me how man"' 
did not do it? · 

Th~ SECRET \HY FOR PUBLIC LX\'DS: 
A g-ood many clid Hot. 

:\lr. :\IOORE: I want to know how mauv. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC LA~IJc\: 
A good rnany. "\ ... on kno\Y a~ well a~ I :11. 

:\lr. :\lOORE: I don't. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAC\DS: 
ThP po:::itlon is that the Mooro GoYCIT!.lr11,"'1lt 

hud to pkctd with the people who 
thP pastoralists to do something 
that the;· ('Ould giYc thcrn GoYen~nl,-·nt 
rrlid. That reduction has been broL1£ht 
a bout by the Financial Emergency A cr. 

i\lr. :\loom:: \\'hich the Labom l'art~
OlJPO~(_·d. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PGBLIC LA~Uc\: 
\\'e had no objection to that portion of it. 
\\'lwt 1YC ohjectl'd to was the portio11 dr•al
itt[" \Yith ·v'. ages aur1 pensions. 

The hon. lr't'nllwr for ::\Iuranca fl'<,J ;]:i,n
<·atcd careful cmtsideration in rc!:ranl to 
liYing an•as bPforc opening up ne,~- hlo -ks 
of laud. It is of no use opening up llL'W 

arl'a:;; adjoiuing existing settlers who are 
l!Ot ublc to n1ake a living. ~:\s the hon. 
mr1nbrr for ::vlaranoa pointed out, in his 
district careful con;,ideration should be giycn 
\Yhen HP'"'~' .Ul'PR:-i Hl'l' OlH ued to rL·lieYitl...:· 1hc 
po,ition of those p~oplc "·ho are at p1~e-eut 
occupying ''"hat are n?garded as less than 
liYillg areas. The lwn. n1embcr for 11aranoa 
\Ya:-; good enough to tha11k the Govcrm,H'nt 
for ''"hat has bl'cn done in that rcgar~...1. I 
clid not c:\:pcct the present hon. member fo1· 
Dalbv to thank us for what we did in regard 
to Cecil Plains. because he was not~ the 
hon. member for the district at the tiH!f 
but the hon. member for CarnarYon and 
other hon. members arc aware of what took 
place. The GoYernmcnt haYe at all times 
gone out of their \Yay to investigate innnc
diately any conlplaint.~ in regard to :.ny 
~ett 1crnents. 

The position is that we have satisfied the 
people there. The most pleasing feature to 
me has been that in those areas where these 
concessions -have been given we have had 
very little trouble during the times of stress. 
The settlers have kept up their new rents 
and they have never attempted to ask for 
further concessions. The Burnett is the 
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only settlement that is really worrying the 
Government. The conditions existing there 
were examined and relief was given, but 
owing to a drought of two years' duration 
in that area, the condition of the settlers 
is probably worse now than ever. The Go
vernment are having a great amount of 
worry in endeavouring to find a remedy, 
and before the conclusion of this session we 
hope to have a Bile dealing with the matter 
before the House. 

The hon. member for Maranoa was good 
enough to give this Government credit for 
something we have done in trying to cope 
with the rabbit. The Leichhardt Rabbit 
Board had a very strong case. As a matter 
of fact we shall have to eliminate one of the 
buffer areas in that district, because the 
rabbits have overrun it. In the Bill I 
am bringing forward I am dealing with 
the question of excepting areas that are 
O\'errun from the provi,ions of the Act. 
'Ye have given comiderable help in pre
venting the further invasiori of tlw rabbit, 
particularly in the district of the hon. 
member for Maranoa. Ever since I have 
been Secretary for Public Lands the hon. 
member has never hesitated to press the 
claims of the Leichhardt Rabbit Board week 
in and week out. The result was, as has 
been pointed out, that the Treasurer was 
good enough to do something that had never 
been done before--to give a subsidised loan, 
which, as the hon. member points out, will 
have a good effect in preventing further 
invasion of the rabbit not only in that dis· 
tnct but also throughout Queensland. 

The hon. member also spoke of the aboli
tion of the MaraPO't Rah1'1t Board. That is 
outside my province. My own opinion is 
that we should do as we have done with 
the district improvement boards. We have 
merged them into a number of local authori
ties. I think possibly \YC should have done 
better if we had allowed rabbit boards to 
funetion too. but had more then the numbc•r 
of boards that at present exists. 

The hon. member for Cook commenced by 
touching upon the soldier settlement at 
Atherton. I had a great deal to do with 
that settlement when the late Mr. Gillies 
wa,; member for the district. I frequently 
accompanied him to that area. I am sure 
CYPJ"Wne who was in this Chamber at the 
time' will admit that the soldier settlement 
at Atherton caused him a considerable 
amount of worrv. He initiated several 
actions which had a good effect. I want 
to ask the hon. memebr for Cook : " What 
was he doing- as member for the district 
wlwn he had nis own Government in power?" 
What is the use of the hon. member now 
pro]Jounding schemes to me YYhen his own 
GoYernment were in power at a time when 
conditions, although not exactly good, were 
such that the Government had money to 
spend? The Government of which he. was 
a supporter had mone:v to spend because 
thev lent it to tho other Governments of 
Australia and did not look after their own 
State. He then had the chance to do any
thing that he desired in the interests of the 
soldier settlement at Atherton. That Go
vernment had the chance of doing some
thing. They had plenty of money, but 
instead of expending it in developing their 
own State and looking after their own people 
thev lent it to the other States of the 
Co;~;monwcalth. They must have spent it 
PYeniuall:v somehow or other, because when 
we assumed power, instead of finding 
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£5.000,000, we only found about £750,000 or 
£1,000,000 in the Treasury. 

I desire to emphasise the fact that no 
settler in Queensland is required to pay 
interest on arrears of rent if he is not in a 
position to do so. I say most emphaticallv 
that no [Wt'son in Queensland is being called 
upon to pay such interest who can proYc h(• 
i> unable to pny. That is the policy nclopted 
hv the Government. 

Mr. SPARKES interjected. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
As a matter of fact, some are not pay
ing anything. The majority of settlers 
to-clay who are charged interest are hope· 
lcssly in arrears and paying neither interest 
nor principal. They are still on the land, 
however. The idea of this Government is 
to keep the people already on the land on 
the lane!. In many instances people have 
"ot paid interest for years, but they are 
still on the land. They have paid neither 
interest nor principal. I emphatically de· ire 
to impress on this Committee that no settler 
in Queensland who has a just cause pays 
interest on overdue rent. Only the other 
day. when a case was brought before me. 
t "" person concerned was informed that if 
he would pay the principal, as ho said he 
could. we would be prepared to wipe off the 
accumulated interest charge. Everybody 
realises, especially if he has been in busi
llf'"'S, that if :vou continue to send out 
accounts yenr after year to people who can 
<uv. but will not pay, there should be some 
method of bringing them up to the scratch. 
The idea of pwviding for a penalty interest 
rate is to compel people to pay when they 
can pay, but will not pay. Many cases that 
have been investigated disclosed that the 
persons who wo11ld not pay had credit bal
ances in the bank up to thousands of pounds. 
In those casf's we insist upon payment being 
made; but if a poor, unfortunate individual 
has no assets and cannot pay, we are pre
pared to accept a reasonable compromise 
and the accumulated interest charge is 
waiYed. 

:VIr. Kn:xY: I will quote you a case later 
on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The !ton. nteinber can quote any case that 
lw likes. Any person who really cannot pa,
is not compelled to pay; and so long as I 
a m SPrretarv for Public Lands and this 
Uo.-cnment "are m power, that will be the 
policv adoptPd. 

I propo"? now to snv a few words in con
J;cction with the Cooktown area, one of the 
h;-;ght spots in the hon. member's electorate. 
Smne of rny friends accompanied n1e on a 
tour to Cooktown and other places, and we 
have the most pleasant recollections of the 
hospitable way in which the Cooktown people 
treated us. As a matter of fact. we found 
it extremely difficult to get away. The 
people were loud in their praise of the 
actions of the Labour Government, and they 
expressed the view that the Labour Govern
lltent were the onl:v Government that had 
c':er done anything" to assist them. It was 
th" first time for many years that Cooktown 
was able to get a roadmaking machine. and 
the people there are now busil:v engaged in 
road construction. I should blush if I had 
to read the many grateful letters that I 
];an• received from the Mayor of Cooktown 
and its people, and I am sure that my col
leagues who accompanied me on the tour 
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<~"ould make me blush if they were to repeat 
the grateful remarks of the Cooktown people. 
Tlwre is no doubt that we placed Cooktown 
on the map. When I first became Secretary 
f0r Public Lands I requested my officers to 
open up certain land in the Cooktown dis
trict for settlement. This was when the 
tobacco industry was in its boom; but, 
unfortunate!?, t"hc hon. member for Cook 
neglected his duty in that he <:lid not urge 
his people to go on to tlwsc> lands. \Yl1<'ll 
the Federal Labour Government were in 
power and had assisted the tobacco industry 
ir, Queensland to the peak of its prosperity 
prior to the national blight that swept over 
it following the return of the Federal 
Nationalist Government, land was made 
available in the Cooktown district for tobacco 
cultivation. I have had a considerable 
amount of business association with the Cook
town people during the time that I repre
sented a Cooktown firm as their agent for 
a lino of steamers. W c .cJid a consiclerablo 
amount of business >vith Cooktown, and I 
was able to see some of the finest tobacco 
that I_ h>:d seen for many years grown in 
rhot d1stnct. Howc.-er, the hon. member for 
Cook neglected the opportunity when he 
fniled to urge his people to take up these 
lauds. Thev are lying idle to-clay. One 
report by the Land Administration Board 
points out that the Royal Commission on 
the De.-elopment of No;th Queensland was 
t npomtecl by the :!Vloore Government; but 
after it made its report and advised that 
Government. what should be done the report 
was pigeon-holed, and it rernained for this 
Go\'ernment to resurrect it and carrv out 
rhe recommendations. The hon. memb~r for 
Enoggcra, 1vho had some kno,vlcdgc of l\Torth 
Queensland but who had never been to Cook
i own, vvas :invited to accompany rne on rny 
t?ur. \V e had a most enjo,-able trip from 
( a1rns to Cooktown by boat, a.nd 1vhcrcver 
w.· •nnt in tiro North the people >Yore loud 
111 thou· pratse of the \Yonrlerful work of the 
lll'CSt'Dt GoYcninicnt. .At l\IossrrU:lll the 
people gave us on_e of the most enjoyable 
and most entertatmng functions that I have 
ever attended. 

The Forestry Sub-Department continues to 
carry out its very excellent S('rvlcc. and the 
work of the l'ublic Estate Improvement 
~ranch 1s berng pushc.cJ ahead with all speed. 
'Illls year: an umount of £100,000 is to be 
made ava1lable to the Public Estate Improve
ment Branch, which is the largest amount 
c.-er made available to this branch in the 
],,tory of Queensland. The good work of 
'l1c .Prickly-pear Land Comn1ission is being 
coni! nu eel, ~nd we are sangttine of being able 
'" deal wtth the deadl,v tiger-pear. The 
amount appropriated for the Forestrv 
Department last year was £70,000-tho 
la.rgcst arnount ever appropriated to that 
department up to that date and this vcar 
the amount has been increas~d to £86,000. 

I will explain tho Eungella land settlc
tlll'llt proposal when the Bill is brought 
before the Chamber. 

The hon. member for Dalby is always .-er_y 
interc3ting. He praised the work of rhc 
Land Administration Board, but I waited 
in .-ain for a little praise to be bestowed on 
the Uovcrnmcnt who control the policy of 
the board. Surely the Go.-ernmcnt of the 
rlay should get a little bit of praise fm· 
their policy? The Land Administration 
Board arc simply the servants of the 

l;overnmcnt. who do what the Government 
tells them to do, and will do so while they 
ore under me. He spoke about the adoption 
of a simpler procedure in connection with 
land settlement. I referred his suggestion 
to the members of the Land Administration 
Board. That is their job, and they told me 
that thev cannot devise anv better scheme 
than the' existing one. If the hon. member, 
or, in fact anv hon. member, has any other 
scheme than the present to suggest, I invite 
him to discuss it with me. He can then 
attempt to co1wince the board, and, if they 
consider it a better scheme than the pre
Yailing one, I an1 prepared to exan1ine it~ 
and, if acceptable, put it into operation. 

The hon. member for Dalby made a ver7 
interPsting ~ug·gcstion, '''hich I appreciatP 
aml am considNing, that is. that freeholder< 
,],ould he debarr<•<{ from· taking part in 
ballot< in land settlement in Qneens[allCl. 
All the lands in the northern part of the 
State. including- the Clump Point iand, 
\vhich l\'t: are opening up to scttlenH?I1t. is 
itbsolutclv reserncl for landless men. Here 
we are cfcborring the frceholcler t 

:VIr. SPIHKF~: You should debar '""·one 
who already ha~ a ]jy]ng area. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: 
\Ye will g-o into tlw qup .. tion of whether 
the frccholc!Pr oliould he debarred altog~ther 
frmn partlC'ipatlPg in land ballots. I ag~·ce 
'xitlt the hon. nwn1ber that f'Yer: -..:h1ng 
po:-:;siblc• shonld 11(' dolll' to enable landlc:::.s 
lucn to -.:f•ttl(• on the land. There i:' onE-:: 
a::-po-ct in comH•ction \vith land sPttlemt•llt 
ilwt mnsi be considered, and that i.s the 
po ition of the n1an ''rho has selcctC'd an 
arcct of land ,.-hich to-dav is not a living 
area. ThP Uo\·~nunent ~are giving prJ.c
t ical cou·-~ickratic_~n to that problen1. 

TlH~ hen. u1ember for Gyn1pie is al1\ ays 
ycry interc~ting. During tny first tvnn of 
office li<' brought the Dlack Swamp under 
ntv notice. I nntdc a note of hi~ sugges
tir';n and fonnnclocl it to the Land Adminis
tration Board. and hi.::. advice is llOIY bc•iug 
<JCCPpted. That area to-da:{ is nnder ~ettle-
111Cllt. T1mt ~ho\Y:-; that if hon. 111E'1nbcrs 
opposite followed the example of the ho11. 
1H8l1lhf'r for G,";,TJJJplc, instead of keeping 111 

vie" the political significance of their sng
gestior. . vvp (·otdd do something for the 
State. The sugge"'tion of the hon. 1nernbcr 
for Gvmpie achieved something for the 
~tat-e . .., \Ye at·c all concerned 'vith doing 
•omdhing for the State. The hon. member 
for Gyrupic lws. therefore, been in:;;tru
mental iu settling- a part of Queensland tbar 
previously was icllc land. \Yhat the hurL 
lllC'Inber for <iyu1pit~ said vvas quite trnr, and 
the re.-cnuc .-ote has suffered becou·'e the 
Tru.-;t and Loan Fund'3 are carrying an 
increa~ed expenditure. VYhC'n \Ve get to 
those votes I will explain that extra expen
diture. 

As the hon. member for Gympie also 
pointed out, 90 JICl' cent. of tbc lands of 
the Statn han' not bet•n freeholclod. 'IhNe
fore, freehold is 110t necessary. Under what 
tc,nurc are our grPat wool and padoral lands 
held·: CPrtainh, not freehold. :VItl.lintl~ 
and millions of· monev ha.-e been im-cstecl 
in Queensland as a res~lt of the wonderful!:, 
cheap hncl that we have given to the sheep 
and pastoral iJlclustrics, cheaper land than 
fiJl~' to be had in any other State in Aus
tralia. That 11roYidcs a reason why our wool 
growers are able to produce wool t'vopen<::'e 
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a pound cheaper than the woolgrowers of 
any other State. They are only paying the 
State a "nominal rent for the land instead 
of tens of thousands of pounds to specu
lators. If thev carried on their business 
on freehold land it would depreciate the net 
price of wool. as it has clone in New South 
\'Vales and Victoria. 

The hon. member for Gympie referred at 
length to forestry matters. I have a good 
deal to say on forestry. I have a very fine 
ForPstry Board. I have probably the best 
officers that the department has ever had, 
despite all the opposition I got from hon. 
members opposite when I tried to put into 
effect my system of co-ordination. When I 
ha v0 co-ordinated the Department of Public 
Lands, and the Forestry, and Irrigation 
Sub-departments, Opposition members have 
told me that I am simplv following out their 
policv! All they have "to do is to turn up 
the pages of " Hansarcl " and see that thev 
opposed the proposals. \V e did the business
like thing in co-ordinating these depart
ments. It was unbusinesslike for one officer 
to lw writing a letter to an officer of another 
department and waiting six or eight weeks 
for a reply. Co-ordination has provided a 
remedy for that anomaly. 

:\fr. KENNY: You are a great "I am." 

The SECRETARY FOR P"CBLIC LANDS: 
\Yhether I am or not I have had the 
]lleasure of handing to my Treasurer more 
money in a time of stress than any Qther 
Secretary for Public Lands has ever done. 
That gives me satisfaction. Naturally I 
do not beat about the bush. 

Tlw position has developed in Queensland 
where it is advisable that the Government's 
policy in regard to land settlement should 
be knm,·n. Very rPcently I received a pro·
test from the Atherton Local Producers' 
"\"ociation and from varioue other local pro
ducers' associations throughout Queensland 
telling this Go.vernment that further settle: 
mcnt. on la!! cl should not be proceeded with, 
c;peoally m the coastal areas. They are 
against any further openings of land, and 
I have dozens of letters that the Land 
Administration Board has had under con
sideration from various centres throughout 
Queensland, stating that under to-day's 
conditions the Government would be well 
a<h-ised not to open up any more land, 
lwcaus<>. they say. "\Vhat is the good of 
?P<'nmg. up land for dairying. mixed farm
mg. frmt and vegetable growing when the 
per~ons \Vho are engaged in those indus
tries~-

:VIr. SPARKES : You -do not bclie.-e in 
reetriction ! 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl~BLIC LANDS: 
I will tell the hon. member the Government's 
policy. This is the policy which has been 
adopted by the Government generallv : first 
nf all, in any projected land settlement, a 
careful survey is made of the position not 
only by the Land Administration Board, but 
also by everyone else concerned. Now, vve 
are only opening land which is suitable 
for settlement and we want to know a good 
deal about it. In the Bill that I introduced 
the other day dealing with the Eungella 
State forest land, I pointed out how far 
we were going to ensure that the land is 
well situated regarding water supply, that 
iln analysis is made of the soil. that road 
acce>s is pro,·idecl, and that there is a 
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reasonable chance of a living for the person 
who goes there. Compare the position of 
the man on the land with that of, say, a 
clerk in Brisbane who loses his job. The 
man on the land can carry on and if he 
cannot sell his product at least he can live 
or1 the land, providing for himself, his wife, 
and his family. He is not in the distressful 
condition of the clerical worker who, when 
hE' loses his job, has nothing. As I say, 
the matter of roads is an important ono 
and we have -developed the Public Estate 
Improvement Branch to the extent of giving 
it the greatest appropriation ever known in 
Queensland. I have in charge of the wo·rk 
l\1r. Ainscow, a gentleman who built many 
of the Northern railways and who is carry
ing out his present duties in a satisfactory 
manner. Last financial year we spent the 
following- 5nms in the Public J<>tatc I m prO\ l'· 
ment Branch:-

Eungella 
Crecliton 
Clump Point 
Palmerston 
Millmerran 
Monogorilby 
:VIackay 
Surveys 
0\dministrati·on 

Total 

£ 
11,782 
12,529 
8,422 
7,634 

153 
34 
8 

1.951 
2.448 

£44,961 

This ;~ear, apart altogether from main roads, 
we are proYiding £100,000 for access roada, 
and cur officers are 'vorking in conjunction 
with the Main Roads Commission in the 
linking up of access roads with main roads. 
\Yhen the Bill dealing with the Eungella 
State forests land is next being discussed I 
shall have an interesting chart to show hon. 
members, illustrating the arrangement that 
has been made to bring about cohesion 
between the Public Estate Improvement 
Branch and the Main Roads Commission. 

The future po,Jicy of the Government in 
connection with opening up new lands requires 
some analvsis. If I were a man on the land 
I should ~ay, "Why put other men on th,P; 
land to take my markets away from me? 
The position is that the Korth is now conung
into its own. thanks to a Labour Government 
which do not differentiate between North. 
South. East, and West. The land in Xorth 
Que<>nsland we are opening up will produce 
milk and dairy products. vegetables. frmt, 
etc., and that produce will not destro:-' the 
market for the present settlers in the South. 
The trouble to-clav is that while vegetables 
can be produced 'in sufficient quantities in 
the South. a difficultv exists in distributing 
the products to the far distant portiom of 
thP State. 

\Yhcn I wa~ in To\vnsYi1lc during 111:'-' last 
:'\orthcm trip I saw a crate of cabbages 
o)wrwd h:-· a fruiterer there. and on!:-- half
a-dozc'n were fit to sell. Thev were bought 
in Brisbane for 1d. each. Ho"w much would 
he have to sell that half-dozen for in order 
to recoup his outlay? The climate is not 
conducive to the transportation of vegetable". 
The same remark applies to milk. Any
bodv who is familiar with the conditions in 
:\"o~th Queensland knows that it hoccls the 
record for Australia for the consumption of 
tinned milk and also tinned butter. More 
tinned butter is sold in North Queensland 
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during certain times of the year than is 
sold in any other portion of Queensland. 
That being so, why deny the right to these 
people of enjoying fresh vegetables and 
fruit? In Ingham, North Queensland, there 
is a progressive man, Frank Fraser, who has 
'pent £30,000 to £40,000 in establishing a 
pasteurising plant for the treatment of milk. 
He c-ommenced supplying Mount Isa, and 
here I have an opportunity to give credit 
to Gatton College by telling hon. members 
that the two men working his plant arc 
Gatton College students, and they arc carry
ing out that work very well. 'fhis man 
deYe]oped the trade in pasteurised milk with 
l\Iount Isa, and he has gone to the East to 
get orders. He is a large purchaser of 
milk. and is paying a greater price pn gal
lon than is being paid by the butter fac
tories. and the only thing that is prevent
ing him from developing the business is the 
want of capital. He has been over to the 
East. and he has obtained orders for pas
temist'd milk that he could not fill. If hon. 
members compare the conditions existing 
to-day with those a few years ago they will 
notice what a change has taken place. 
Before I became a member of Parliament 
I was in busines'. I was: employed in a big 
firm, and \\"C bought condensed milk from 
Switzerland. I indented fruit and thousands 
of tins of desiccated potatoes from London 
to Townsville and Cuirns, and Cooktown 
and elsewhere, because we could not grow 
potatoes in the district. 

:Mr. KENKY: That is a silly argument. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::'\DS: 
It may be silly to the hon. member, because 
he has not the brains to understand it. It 
is not silly to the people concerned. \Yhen 
I lived in ::'\orth Queensland my children 
had to have condensed milk. First of all, 
it came from Switzerland, then a little from 
Queensland and a little from Victoria, and 
to-da.v it is all from Victoria. Townsville, 
whicl; is the second or third largest city in 
Queensland, is stan-ing for milk. Recently, 
when I was in that town, I saw a great 
mnnbPr of children standing outside a shop 
that was an agency for Mr. Frascr, and I 
found they were waiting to obtain milk that 
calllC clown in ti1ne to give thern a bottle at 
PlC'Yen o'clo<'k. ::\.lr. Fra:;.pr has been uu<1.ble 
to cone with the orders he has receiYcd 
bccau~c his milk supply is not big enough. 
He i.~ able to supply ~fouut In, !Jut lte 
had to relinquish the Townsville trade 
and limit t.he trade he had w1th ::-.Jew 
Guinea. Why should the people of the 
l\'orth have to eat tinned vegetables? I 
have f"een tinned cabbages, carrots, and 
parslli]JS being sold in Cairns and Towns
villa. To-day there is a local market for 
the fresh products. Conditions ha Ye 
chanp:ed. \Yhen I became a member for 
Herbert. in 1920, there was a great market 
for sugar. During my tin1e in Parlia1nent 
the Tulh· mill was built. 'Who in those 
clay' \\'lJL;l,l havp anticipated that '"" \\·ould 
not he able to get a sufficient market in 
~.\L>'tmlia or overseas for the amount of 
sugar we produced? I was told a few years 
ago the markets of the world were open to 
our sugar-grOIYer; to-day there a.re only 
t\vo nations in the world that are not pro
ducing all the sugar they require, that is, 
'ornc little State in South America, and :\cw 
Zealand. India, Japan, and sin1ilar nations 
have gone into sugar production as the,
have taken up other brunches of primary 

production. The result is that our markets 
are considerably reduced. That being so. if 
this Government tur.ned round and said that 
there should be no more land settlement, 
where should we get? There is a way out, 
and that is greater consumption. What I 
have stated regarding milk applies also to 
sugar. In the addresses I have made. to 
different bodies regarding milk production 
I have informed them they must search 
for new markets for their milk. The open
ing of the milk bars in the city has increased 
consumption. One can now obtain a glass 
of milk at half the price that was charged 
previously, and the increasP in consu:nption, 
according to those engaged 111 the mrlk sup
ply industry, is astounding. During my 
visits to Sydney and Melbourne I made It 
mv business to make inquiries, and I dis
co'vered that so manv milk bars had been 
opened and the price Chad been so cheapened 
that the consumption of milk had increased 
bv thousands of gallons. There is your· 
n!arket, it is right here, but the peopce 
should wake up and seize the opportunity. 
During the winter months it is surprising to 
note the number of men who ask for a 
rum and milk in the hotels. That is all 
n('w business; an increase in consumption 
meam new business. In the sugar indus
trY we have initiated a system of advertis
inog. The milk industry and every other 
industrv is in the same case. They should 
be likeo Mr. Fraser, who seized the oppor
tunitY offering in the milk industry to such 
an e~tent that he cannot keep abreast of 
his orders. There is no such thing as 
over-production. The whole thing hmges 
on getting consuu1p~ion. These. in:::ta_nces 
ohO\Y that I am argumg on the nght lme3, 
and chould not be the subject of the cheap 
mcers of the hon. member for Cook. I have 
here the report of the General Assembly of 
Agriculture now being held in Rome, at 
which Earl Dewar said that during the past 
four years uf depression Britain had con~ 
su1ned-

40 [).er cent. more lmtter, 
31 per cent. more eggs, 
35 per cent. more poultry, 
25 per cent. more fruit 

than in the previous four years. That 
reflects what our disting·ui:c:;hcd Yisitor tuld 
us the other Ll.ty: that they were giving 
purcl1asing power to the p~ople r ~nd vvcre 
endeaYounng to do somethmg. Ihcre are 
n1anv ,\-a\'s of increasing production, but it 
<·anr!ot be done bv sitting down >vith folded 
arms. The figure~ quoted show that Britain 
is on the verge of a great recovery. They 
ohow that the British GoYernment have 
certainly done something for which they 
shmdd be given credit. But we can do the 
"nne. Instead of decrying their country 
and 1naking such speeches as we ha YC been 
forced to listen to during the last few days, 
the members of the Opposition should 
Jtoint out the way to do thmgs. vYhat has 
been clone b" ~Jr. Fra3Cl' in thv cd=-' of 
milk coLLld b(, clone bv a thomancl Fra.'el" 
in thi~ a.1Hl othc1~ ~r;hcrcs. If l were a 
priruary producer I should get bn::=y nr;d 
}Jl'on1otc a ca1upaign that would ha"\:c for 
its object the increase of the consumptwn of 
onr or the other of the primary products. 
Ilbtead of thousands of cases of powdered 
and condensed milk being forwarded to the 
north of Queensland from the Southern States, 
I would see to it that Queensland got 
Queensland's trade. 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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:11e:nbers of the Committee should take 
cardul note of how the land of Queensland 
wa; held at 31st December, ·1933. This is 
the po;ition-
Qt fT~SL.\KD LAKD AS AT 31ST DECE11BER, 1933. 

Per cent. of the 
whole State. 

:\i:enated by deed of grant 4.49 
lu process of alienation 2.02 
l'astoral leases 52.55 
Prickly-pear leases 0.71 
( ic·cupation licenses 2.55 
c;razing selections and settle-

ment farm leases 18.43 
Perpetual lease selections, per

petual lease prickly-pear 
.. ~elections and irrigation 
leases 1.12 

Auction perpetual leases, 
~pecjal leases, mining leRses 0.29 

Total land in occupancy 
Reserves, surveyed roads, 

and surveyed stock 
routes 

l:noccupiecl land 

82.16 

4.90 
12.94 

100.00 
The total amount of land in occupancy in 
Qneenslancl to-clay is 82.16 per cent. of the 
»·hole, and as the hon. mernbcT for Gympie 
pointed out, an inconsidentble fraction of 
it is freehold. 

In conclusion, I should like to deal with 
the unoccupied lands of this State and to 
point out how difficult it is for my Gvvern
ment and for the Land Administration 
Board to make much more new land avail
able for settlement. It will be some solace 
to r,hose people who conti11ua1ly write to the 
Government asking- that land be not made 
available for settlement or pass resolutions 
embodying these ideas, to be informed that 
out of a total acreage in Queensland of 
429.128.000 acres the area of unoccupied land 
at the end of last year was only 55,500,000 
acre<. Hon. members will realise the diffi
culty confronting the Government in makirw, 
mor<" land available in view of the facL 
~hat only the comparatively small area of 
55,500,000 acres is unoccupie.d, and probably 
half Df it 1101 \\Ol'til twoyJl'llCt'. ThP GnlPrll
mcnt has tho endorsement of the people. 
ment at the rate of 5,000,000 acres a year. 
A, as pastoral leases fall in they are 

ag-am by thousands of people. I sup
pO'<' that .,,·e have probably only 20,000,000 
acre; of unoccupied land that could be made 
available for new settlement. To those 
people who say to the Government, "Do 
not go on with more settlement," my reply 
i. that they han• nothing to [""''· \Yhil;r 
there 1..:: a de1nand for land the CoYernmf'nt 
should JY!ake it available. It is not being 
opened indiscnminatelv in excessive areas, 
but where,-er it can be made available for 
rwofito ble puq1oses that is done. Last year 
some thrrty odd portions were made avail
a blc for selection in the 0' Connell River 
district. near Mackay. and ten persons 
nppl1ed for every portion. Those settlers 
are 110\v on the lancl and an• real a, ..... et~ to 
the State. \Ye 111ust go ahead v:ith our 
land development policy. We must carry 
out a sound, sane policy of land settlement, 
and above all we must look after the interests 
c.f the settlers. I am convinced that time 
wdl prove that the action of this Govern
ment have opened up land for new settle-
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\\'hen our record is handed to the people 
for their approval they will proclaim with 
one voice that we have done excellent work 
in settling this State and that we have done 
more than any other Government to place 
people on the land. 

Go\-ERx:m;xT MEMBERS: Hear, heaJ·: 

Mr. KEN:\'Y (Cook) [5.33 p.m.]: We natur
ally expected that when the Minister ros" 
in his place he would reply to the matters 
that had been raised by hon. members. We 
did not expect abuse from him nor did we 
expect him to indulge in political propa
ganda. I raised the question of the Tolga 
soldier settlement, but I got no reply. All 
that the Minister said in reference to that 
matter was, " What did your Government 
do when they were in power? " He stated 
that our Government had plenty of money 
with which to carry out any land settlement 
;;clwme, but in reply to that I can inform 
him tlr~J.t whilst the Moore Government had 
£7.500,000 available his Government had no 
less a sum than £15,000,000 available. That 
is my reply to his statement and to his state
ment in the press to the effect that he was 
taking action. 

I referred also to the Cooktown land, but 
I got no reply to that. He did say that his 
Goveri1ment opened up land for settlement 
in the Cooktown district, but that was a 
deliberate untruth, because in point of fact 
the land was opened up by the Moore Go
vernment: it was withdrawn from selection 
b;~ the Labour Government when they were 
retumed to power. The perpetual leasehold 
tennrc was substituted for the ag-ricultural 
farm tenure. with the result that no land 
'va,:; taken up. 

I also referred to the Mount Molloy land. 
but the Minister ignored that altogether. 
I made reference also to the Gulf country 
and to the rent charged to the cattlegrowcrs 
in that locality, but ag-ain the Minister 
ig-nored the 1natter, no doubt, because he 
had no effective reply. 

I also referred to the penalty rate of 10 
per cent. on overdue rent imposed by his 
department, and in reply the Minister said 
that no man in Queensland to·day was asked 
to pay interest if he could not pay it. At 
the present time the Minister has two letters 
from ·ne dealing· with selections that have 
lwcn iorfeitecl because the former holders 
could not pav their interest and rent to the 
Crom1. I shall see the Minister later o.n 
with a Yiew to inducing him to allow these 
people to continue to carry on on their 
blocb. The Minister has also before him 
at· the prcc.ent time applications from many 
people who have been put off their blocb 
by the Agricultural Bank bee a use they could 
not meet their commitments to the bank. 
That is n complete reply to the deliberate 
untruth of tlw .:\Iini.;tpr in rrgard to intPl'C~i 
pa;·ment:<. 

The hon. g0ntlen1an also n1adc rofcrenco 
to the >;ood purpose of emancipating the 
people by placing th0m on the land, but if 
thP proposed scheme for their einancipation 
i-; sirnilar to hi3 ·"uggestion that the single 
unen1ployed '"·orkcr -:;hould ernancipatr hinl
self by g·etting- married so as to be able to 
dra· a married man'; relief rate of pav of 
£1 0<. 3d. a week. then I advise the pe.ople 
cone •'m eel to he very careful indeed. 

Ho abo mnde reference to the importation 
o' prcsened vegetables, including preserved 
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potatoes and condensed milk, into North 
Queensland towns. He should know that in 
many of the mining belts and the pastoral 
belts in various parts of the State preserved 
vegetables, including preserved potatoes and 
condensed milk, will continue to be used, 
despite any action that may be taken by the 
Government, because these localities are far 
removed from places where fresh vegetables 
or milk may be secured. :Many miners get 
their supplies only once in every three to six 
months. The same applies to many pastoral 
properties in the far back country. These 
people can only live on pre,,erved potatoes, 
vegetables, and peas. Why, one can buy 
t'nned peas in Brisbane, where they are 
wld in cases bv thP thousands! These invi
tations to the' people to go on the land, 
gTow vegetables, and take advantage of the 
market that is offering are misleading. If 
lOO acres of land in the Townsville district 
were put under intense cultivation, the whole 
of the demand mentioned bv the Minister 
would be overtaken. I admi't that there is 
something in what the Minister said in refer
ence to milk for the inland trade: but a 
great quantity of condensed milk is now sold 
on the Atherton Tableland, where large 
quantities of fresh milk and butter arc pro
duced. Hundreds of cases of condensed milk 
a re sold there each month. I myself have 
,old fifty cases of milk a month right in the 
heart of the Atherton Tableland. That 
market for condensed milk will alwaYs be 
there, no matter what action is taken to 
open up further lands for settlement. There 
i~ ~uch a thi?g as rnisleading peoph' to [!O 

on the land m the expectation of a market 
for their produce that will not be there. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

::\1r. SP ARKES (Dalby) [5.38 p.m.]: The 
::VIinistor made the statement that I would 
he pleased to learn that in future land 
opened to selection would he onlv available 
to landless men, and that freehoiden '"ould 
have no opportunity of selecting it. I do 
not want him to misunderstand me. \Vhat 
f said was. that no man with a living area 
should be allowed to go to a ballot. I went 
on to describe what was happening in mv 
district-that a man with 20,000 acres of 
freehold had been allowPd to select land in 
competition with landless men. In doing so 
that man had excluded from the land a good 
type of young men who desired to go on the 
land. What I want to see is that not onh
thc freeholder but also any person who 
possc:-;scs a llving area at the present time, 
_,-hetlwr it he freehold or leasehold land 
s,hould not be allowed to go to tlw ballo~ 
with landle''S men. " 

:\lr. MOORE (Aubigny) [5.39 p.m.]: I was 
astounded at the remarks of the Minister. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBI.IC LAxDS: You 
:J.!,yays arc. 

:\Ir. MOORE: Ko wonder, becnuse the 
~1ini~ter gives rne :::uch oceasion for it~ ThP 
statC'mPnts of th~e Minister wore absolute], 
crammed full of inaccuracies. He did not 
produce the evidence he said he 'Yould to 
>Llppcrt his statements. I take for the time 
lwing· one statement he made. He said that 
;d;cn his Gm-ernment came into office thev 
discoycrcd only £750,000 of cash balances 
were aYailablc, whcrPas the Auditor-General 
saicl £l,C23,000 _,-as <IYailable. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : You 
had not paid your debts. 

Mr. MOORE : It is quite near enough for 
the hon. gentleman; but that statement of 
his is just on a par with all the other state
ments he made throughout the length and 
breadth of his speech. It was crammed full 
of inaccurate statements and assertions-of 
which he produced no evidence in support. 
He said, too, that when the Prickly-pear 
Land Bill was brought down by a previous 
Labour Gon,rnment, both the hon. member 
for Mm·illa and I ridiculed it. The hon. 
gentleman, first of all, said that I not onlv 
ridicq]ed the Bill, but advocated that the 
prickly-pear should be rolled down with a 
steamroller. Mr. McCormack, who was 
Sccretarv for Public Lands at the time, intro
duced the Bill. I spoke on that Bill. and 
my remarks are to be found at page 2,002 of 
" Hansarcl." mlume cxlii. At the bottom 
uf page 2,002 I am reported as stating-

" Ver:v big issues will crop up, and 
the economic issue will be most important 
of all. It is most difficult to estimate 
the cost of clearing pear, and it is quite 
possibln that the board may make an 
estimate of the cost of clearing pear, 
but when it comes to be done, it will be 
found that the cost is three times as 
much, and it will become uneconomical. 

" The Secretary for Public Lands : On 
pr,,ent methods there is not much hope 
of clearing pear by hand. 

"Mr. MOORE: There is not much hope 
in that regard. The most efficient and 
the most economical way of clearing that 
I have seen has been by rolling it down 
by tractor in scrub country.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That is 
,-hat I said. 

:\Ir. MOORE: Quite so-

" The Secretary for Public Lands: 
That system of clearing would be impos
'ible in some places. 

":'llr. :'IIooRE: It is only where the 
land is good that that system can be 
carried out. In other instances it is only 
a question of keening the pear in check." 

That is exactlv what J\H. 1\lcCormack him
self was saying. I did not ridicule the Bill 
at all. When the second reading stage of 
the Bill came on we welcomed it all the 
,,-ay through. The hon. member for J\furilla, 
at the opening of his speech, said-

" I am very glad that the :'llinister has 
introduced this Bill. For over ten vcars 
I have advocated the principles· con
tained in this Bill-the taking of the 
administration of the pear land in 
Queensland out of the control of the 
Lands Department and establishing a 
new authoritv to deal with it and con
centrate its ·efforts upon the ultimate 
cJe,truction of prickly-pear.'' 

The spe0ch of the hon. member for Murilla 
only occupies about ba!f a page of " Han
-ard.'' At the close of it he said-

" I do not propose to prolong the 
debate, because I recognise that we have 
been asking for this Bill on this side of 
the House-particularly the Country 
Party-for some time There is only one 
defect in it-that it ·does not prm·idc for 
a frl'ehold tenure for pear lands. Tlw 

llJ r. 11.1 oore.] 
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Commission did not make a recommenda
tion on the point, and I can quite under
:<tand the reason-that it would interfere 
with the policy of the Government." 

YH the hon. gentleman comes into this 
Chamber and makes a definitelv false state
ment because he thinks we shaJl not have 
time to look into it. The whole of his 
speech was crammed with statements of 
that sort in an endeavour to mislead people 
outside as to the facts of the position. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLTC LANDS : You did 
speak about rolling down prickly-pear with 
a steam roller. 

:\fr. MOORE: I did, but its mf'aning 
depends on the context. 'rhe hon. gentle
man has a habit of making statements wl1ich 
he tries to wriggle out of. The report of 
the Land ~\dministration Board is remark
ab]., because it is such a definite findir,g 
that all the actions we took as reg:cnls ]all(] 
sNtlerrrcnt in Queensland were beneficial, 
although they received the utmost opposi
tion at the time thev were initiated. Time 
after time throughout his speech the Mini."
ter :3-aid, " The late Gover!1ment was one 
of talk and did nothing." The extra
ordinary thing is that while we were the 
GoYf'rnn1ent hon. 1uen1bcrs opposite com
plained that we did too much, that we were 
a most reactionarv Government. All the 
points mentioned ;n the report under the 
heading of " \Veathering the Econo111ic 
Storm" have been borne out by facr3; yet 
tl1c~c were the points to which hon. JDem
lwrs opposite objected. This ie 1 he state
ment. of the hon. member for Gregory on 
the occasion of the introduction of ihe 
Bill providing for the \Vool relief schemP 
of 1931, as recorded at page 2199 of " Han
sard " for that year:-

" The main principles contained in 
this Bill arc so thoroughly and utterly 
had that the Opposition cannot :end its 
countenance to any of them." 

Yl't the whole of the Land Adminstration 
Board's report dealing with " \Y ce.thering 
the Economic Storm" points to the benefih 
to the woolgro\vcr and to thf' Stah~ of 
Qu<><>nsland generally from the acti:>n taln•n 
],_,_ the Moore Government. At page 2200 of 
tlw :-;anw " I-Ian:-3ard , the hon. n1en1bcr 
.cnntinnes :-

·The proposal to grve the Land 
Administration Board complete control 
over all Lands Department affairs for 
t hP noxt few vears is one that doe .... not 
line! favour \\:ith me. At one time I 
t bought that the Board was capable of 
rloing the job properly ; but recent 
~'H'nts have convinced me' that the Land 
Administration Board is not capab~e and 
not worthy of cluing that job properly." 

Yet. because tlw Land Administration Board 
took a.ction in n. rime of unparalleled diffi
cu1tY tltat was in the bE'·~t interests of the 
State. the present Seerelar,· for Public 
T.t111d~ and his ('Olleagucs tried to abuse the 
hoard. and said that it was not capable. 

The present Secretary for Agriculture had 
this to say in 1931 :-

" The question arises: Does this Bill 
really improve the position of the Crown 
tPnants 'f rrhe nlinistcr professes to 
lwlieve that it does. I make no secrN 
' f the fact that I do not think it is 
~;oing to improve the position of the 
Crown tenant to any very great extent." 

[ 111 r. M oar e. 

Yet all the way through the report of the 
Land Administration Board shows that the 
action taken to reduce rentals, to extend 
leases. and to do the many other things that 
were ·done assisted the wool producers very 
materially to weather the economic storm. 

As one paragraph of the report states-
.. 'Vhcn industries are in grave econo

mic difficulties governmental concessions, 
in themselves, do not give much finan
cial aiel. Measured in terms of pounds, 
shillings, and pence, a concession may 
not seem important; but as an encourag
rng gPsture to the industry, and as a 
help in sustaining its morale, conces
sions are of assistance far transcending 
their monetary value." 

It is remarkable that the present Minister 
has recognised that the concessions were 
justified. because when they expired at the 
end of last year he continued them until 
1935. thus recognising that it was absolutely 
neccssarv to do so in the interests of the 
wcol industry of Queensland. At the same 
time he states in this Chamber that the 
::\loore Government did nothing but talk, 
ancl that his was the Government whiclo. 
acted. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt'BLIC LANDS: That 
is true. The people of Queensland said 
that. 

:\Ir. MOORE : The people of Queensland. 
ha,·e a little more intelligence than the hon. 
gentleman apparently thinks they have. 

Mr. WATERS: When will Bayley be your 
leader? 

::\lr. :VIOORE: You will neYer be the 
leader of any party. 

::Vli-. WATERS: Did McG ill prepare that for 
yuu? 

::\Ir. ::VIOORE: McGill has intelligence and 
brains. which you have not. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

:VIr. :MOORE: I am not one of those who 
blow mv own trumnet. I leave it to other 
people 'to judge me. I am not like hon. 
members opposite who get up and say what 
wonderful men they are. Actions speak 
louder than words. Hon. members on this 
sirle do not adopt the attitude of the Sec
rctan- for Public Lands. who savs. "I haYe 
r1onc · more for· Queensland th~n anybody 
else. I have given the TrP-asurer more than 
anv oth01· ::Vlinister for Lands has done." 
Tl;c hon. gentleman has taken more out of 
the pockets of the settlers in order to gin' 
it to tlw Treasurer during the most difficult 
times the State has experienced. when the 
prices fnr wool and wheat and dairy produce 
ha YP been so low ! Is it a fit thing for a 
:\Iini.ster to come into this Chamber and say. 
'· I have takrn 1nore moncv out of the 
pockets of the people than any of my pre
decessors"? I cannot see what the hon. 
gcntlcnmn has to be proud of in that. 

All the Government have done has be0n 
in thL \Va>' of annoying and restricting, ~let 
the.\- :;;uggest thev arC' helping the pPople in 
en·r,· way. One has only to refer to the 
State's accounts to show how the unfortunate 
people have been harassed. in their efforts to 
make ends moot. At page 94 of the Auditor
General's report he says-

" Even after r<lalisation. the bank does 
not write off the loss until an encleayour 
(sometimes extending into years) has 
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b'en made to enforce its rights under 
r,he personal covenant clause of the mort
gages." 

An effort is made to extort still more from 
the unfortunate individual to give to the 
Treasurer. When it is impossible for the 
individual to make a living on his land he 
goes to the Agricultural Bank and borrows 
money, and even after it has foreclosed on 
his place the Government use their en
deavours for years aftenvards to extort 
money from him under the personal coven
ant in his mortgage. 

:".Ir. W. J. CoPLEY: Posing as the friend of 
'the farmer! 

::VIr, MOORE: That is exactly what the 
:".Iinister is doing and I am glad the hon. 
men1 ber recognises it. 

W c have heard much of this wonderful 
a:'~istance that is being givPn to Yariou~ 
~ettlement schemes. At page 68 of the Audi
tor-General's report he says-

" The year closed with a working Ios,; 
d £2,568 16s. 1d., exclusive of interest 
on the loan indebtedness to Treasury, as 
compared with £1,478 2s. 8d. for the 
previous financial period. the accumu
lated losses at 30th June last being· 
£17,139 15s. 2d." 

That is the actual position, and in the face 
of that the Minister has been going round 
!he country saying the Government have 
made things infinitely better for the people. 
\Ye find the loss is infinitely greater. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::>Ds: Because 
W<' have given it to the settler. 

::\k MOORE: Can the hon. gentleman 
han' it both ways? He boasted in this 
Chamber a little while ago, "I ha,-e taken 
more money out of the pockets of the settlers 
to ~ive to the Treasurer of this State than 
anv other Secrctan· for Public Lands since 
the inception of the office of Secretarv for 
Publin .Lands." ~ 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: did 
not ea:,· that at all. 

2\Ir, MOORE: The hon. gentleman makes 
all Eorts of promises. 

Thc SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Yhich 
IJ,. (·arries out. 

::\[r. MOORE: :'\o. I have a letter here 
from the Loc<tl Producers' ~.\ssociation at 
llawbeile. 

::\lr, W. J. COPLEY: \\"here is that? 

::\lr, MOORE: Look at the map. The hon. 
member should not come to this Chamber 
unlc"' he has an intelligent knowledge of the 
situation of these places. The letter reads-

" When the ::Jlinister for Public Lands 
travelled through the district with his 
snpporters. :\icssrs. \Villiams and Foley. 
1 he country had benefited bv the previous 
fe\V months rains and recoYored as far 
as pastures and grO\Ying crops were con
vrned. The committee also saw the 
arc,~ in a ven· favourable state. Had 
t hev been in , the district six or nine 
months earlier at the termination of a 
three years' drought, a different impres
sion \VOuld have been created. V erv 
little more grass than one can see on the 
middle of Queen street was available for 
the few remaining stock. Many settlers 
lost their all. Others managed to sa Ye 
c;p to 50 per cent. by sending their cattll' 

away on agistment. A sporadic storm 
or so saved or partially saved others. 

'· Meanwhile the Lands Department 
wanted and expected the full amount of 
rents and charges on water facilities to be 
paid. The unjust late penalty of 10 
per cent. being added to the arrears (5 
per cent. is the highest charge imposed on 
0\"erclue rates and rents in other States). 
As the settler's earnings had vanished 
and stock losses were heavy, the least 
that could be done was to waive rents 
for the bad years. The State Public 
Service enjoys salaries which are not 
subject to. interruption. The primary 
producer IS subject to charges by the 
senice whether his earnings are nil or 
a reasonable recompense for his toil. 
\Ve do not forget the action of the pre
sent Government in increasing freights 
and fares in countrv districts as well as 
re,toring the cuts to" the sheltered service. 
As there are about 1,200 settlers (land
holders) in these areas and as a court 
sits in each area, many months will go 
by before the cases arc heard. We say 
that we have lost time enough in pre
senting our cases to the Committee who 
have had the cases finalised." 

}Jr. G. C. TAYLOR: They have not claimed 
anything. 

Mr. MOORE: Fulfilling his promise the 
~iiniM.er appointed a cornmission to 'take 
c\·iclence from cYeryone. That commisJion 
went through the district. The letter is 
signed ·· C. \V catherhead." 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: If vou knew the man 
you would not haYe read it. 

:\h. :\IOORE: I do know him, but I 
only met him once, and it did not interest 
me whether he was a Labour supporter or 
not. (Government interruption.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order: 

Mr. l\TOORE : The only thing that interests 
me i' that he is a settler. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: You know definitely 
\dJat his politics arc. 

l\Ir. MOORE: I do not know what his 
politic; are. 

::\lr. (~, C. TwLOR: You know definitely. 

l\fr. ::\IOORE: I JJcn·r met the man mon• 
il!nn OJJ('e. He wrote to me a:-3 a representl
tin· of the Rawh<·lle Local Produc·er,
A~ . ..,ociatjon. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: Has he paid his n•nt ': 

l\Ir. }100RE: I have not the faintest 
idea. Hr write; as secretary of the llawbellP 
Local l'roducers' A8'ocialion. (Renewed 
intcrruptio11.) 

Tbc 'TEMPORARY CHAIRI\!IA:\": Order: 

:".Ir. l\IOORE: He writes also-
.· This was resolved .at a meeting of 

Ha wbclle L.P.A. to ask you to do this 
for the settlement.'' 

}fr. 1\IOORE: This is the beginning of the 
]utter~ 

""About two :,·ears ago the settlPrs in 
tiJE• Cpper Burnett area, which was 
opened for selection in 1923 and subsc
qucct years up to 1930, asked the Minister 
for Lands, through the L.P.A. for an 
inquiry into the conditions ~f their 
settlement. They considered the capital 
value'' of the land were too high and 
that other charges which they were 

Mr. Moore.] 
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'"ked to pay by the Land Administration 
Board for water facilities, etc., were 
excessive. That these charges were based 
on the supposed earning power of the 
land when produce values were consider
ably higher than those existing when the 
request for the inquiry· was made. 
Altered earnings should be accompanied 
by altered taxation, capital values should 
be reduced and water facilities should 
be revalued. The first reply from the 
Minister was that no good reason existed 
for an inquiry. The lowered prices for 
primary products were world-wide and 
that the drought was affecting nearly 
the whole of the State of Queensland. 
Renewed requests to the Council of Agri
culture brought some response. Two 
delegates were appointed frJm that boclv 
to travel through the Upper Burnett and 
Callide Valley area." 

Mr. FoLEY: Did not vour Government 
solve all their troubles- by the ·cpper 
Burnett and Callide Land Settlement Act? 

Mr. G. C. T.uLOR: You had the oppor· 
tunity to do it. 

Mr. MOORE: vVe broughr in a Bill and 
did it, but, this is since. 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLJC LA~DS: Then, 
why is he in this position to-dav? Evidentlv 
you did not do enough. · ' 

Mr. MOORE : If the hon. gentleman will 
have a little patience instead of interrupting 
perhaps I will tell him. Instead of doing 
som~thing he is content to go round talking, 
talkmg, and talkmg. He goes round th.o 
electorates with two or three members and 
makes promises on all sorts of things, but 
;vhen it eomes to fulfilling these promises 1t 
IS a very different matter. The letter pro
ceeds-

" They considered the conditions which 
!llan, '•ettlers had to contend with are 
appalliug and repmt,~cl to tl1e ( ~ or ,'\ 
ac{;ordingly. The C and A in turn 
reported to the :VIinister who .arranged 
to visit the areas in que,tion. This he 
(_ltd last January and at various meetings 
told the settlers that a committee would 
be appointed by him when he reached 
Brisbane. An ' impartial committee to 
give ~>very settler who wished to ,tate 
lij_s ea~P contidcutially' \\a:;;. the JH'Ollli~:·. 
\\'hat happened is now .a matter of 
}Jistory. rrhe cornmittE'e, three offici:.tls 
fr~rn ·yariou8 dcpartrnents, took lengthy 
evidence last Yrarch and retired into 
oblivion or somewhere els~. JYieanwhile 
w<> haY<c been awaiting the result of dw 
<;omn1ittee's inquiry. ~o'v we are 
Informed that the report is not to be 
rnado public. EYer~,- settler who wishes 
to havo his capit.a( Yalue reviewed call 
do so by .applyiug to the Land Court 
which is an independent tribunal which 
will judg-e his case without any reg·n·J 
to the expres,ion of opinion by the com
nnUee wh<"thcr in his fa Yonr or against 
hlrn. :Now, Sir, we contend that suffi
cient CYiclcuct' ba::: been tcndcl'cd to the• 
committee to cnalJle the committee to 
arrive at a decision of those settlers' 
Ci::;:f'S ·who nlPt the co1nn1ittce a11d fur
nished the information desired. \Yhv 
is the report of the committee ;up
pressed?" 

l\1r. WATEHS: It is suppressed' You are 
introducing party politics in a dcpartmcmal 
vote. 

[Mr. lJioore. 

Mr. MOORE: Probably the hon. membct· 
\rill not be in Parliament after the tt<'''t 
<•lection. (Interjections.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAT\i: Ordc•r ~ 

Mr. MOORE: It is rather difficult foe 
me to reply to all the statements made by 
the Secretary for Public Lands during- his 
marathon speech, but there is one state
ment to which I take particular exception, 
and that is his contention that the iate 
Government lent moncv to the other States 
of the Commonwealth 'when it should have 
been used for the development of the land 
in this State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL'BLIC LANDS: What 
did you do with it? 

:\Ir. MOORE: We lent it in exactlv the 
san1o wa v as the present Treasurer haS lent 
£6,826,000 "·orth of Treasury bills back to 
the Commonwealth Dank. Yroney was 
re-lent b" the present Government in May. 
Julv, August, October, and November, 
1933, and m January, February, .'l.pril, 
;\lay, and July, 1934. Even as late as July 
la•t the present Government redeemed Trea
sury bills amounting to £2,461,000. Why'! 
To save interest, and in order that the Statu 
would not be paying interest on money that 
was not required at the moment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PPBLIC LANDS : Du you 
know why 'n: had that money? 

Mr. MOO RE: Yes, of course, because the 
Government had a deficit and used Trf'a
sury hills to meet it. We had funds avail
able for which there was no use at that 
particular time, and we did what the pre
"ent Gm·crnment have done-we lent it to 
the other States on condition that it was 
to he repaid by a certain time. 

The Secretarv for Public Lands claims to 
have done son1cthing. He has done some
thing 1 This is what the report of the 
dqmrtrnent has to say about it :-

''During the short life of the ori
ginal District Irnprovemcnt Boards n1uch 
valuable work was clone bv them. In 
particular the improvemer1t of stock 
routes in a nurnber of the districts was 
rnost n1arked, as water was provided on 
lo11g, dry stages which formerly existed. 
C.atnpaigns against noxious weeds and 
animals \Yere also waged with disrretiou 
and vigour, and plans were laid fm· 
co-operati-ve action with neighbouring 
authorities." 

'l'he hon. g-entieman did something-he 
wiped out the district improvement boards, 
and now he says, " I wash my hands of the 
\Yhole thing. 'The, stock routes hm·e nothing· 
to do with me. I do not mind how many 
noxious weeds grow on them, I do not 
\Yorr:: whether the_1 are provided with YY.:tt,n· 
or not. It has nothing to do with me. It 
is a matter for the local authorities." '.Vhen 
it comes to the question of exterminating
dingoes, he sayo, " That has nothing to do 
with me. either." Here are the conten
tions of the hon. gentleman who is supposed 
to be in charge of land development in this 
Statt'-a rno~t important function. He ~ay~, 
iu effect .. I wash nw hands of all tlwsc 
tl1ings," and he does that because the prob
lems are too difficult for him to tackle. 
If any complaint is made on this sc•)re he 
mere:y sac·s, "It is not my fault; I hav0 
clone all that I can do." 

:VIr. BEDFOHD: \\'hv do you not COllllCCt 

your remarks up with the vote? 
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::\1r MOORE: Is the hon. member for 
Warrcgo the Chairman of Committees? I 
~hall connect up my remarks by referring 
to the illuminating utterances of the Secre
ta'' for Public Lands at Warwick. He was 
rei erring to " My olcl friend Bill Deacon," 
and this is what he had to say:-

" Although I now occupy his place, 
] know Mr. Deacon has just the same 
fe(;Jing of sincerity and . friendship 
towards me as I have for h1m. I am 
only doing the work that he initiated. 
I am trying to do what I can to settle 
people on tlw land. Mr. J)eaeon initi
ated that policy. and I am trying to 
carry it out." 

The SECRETARY fOR PcBLIC L.\)[DS: His 
police could not contimw for all time. 

Mr. MOORE: It has almost come to an 
end now. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hu·bert) [7.4 p.m.): The 
Leader of the Opposition stated that the 
preocnt Government had lent money to the 
Commonwealth Bank, but we were forced 
to do that because of the insane policy of 
the present Commonwealth Bank Board. 
The board insisted that we take the monev 
allocated by the Loau Council up to 30th 
J unc this year or forfeit it. \V e were not 
going to forfeit £3.000,000 odd. We did not 
nPed the rnorwy at the time, because 'vo 
had ,uflicient to enable u> to carry on. \Ve 
\\ere not "broke," like tho .l\ioore Govern
ment. \Ye did not need the monev at the 
time, but the Commonwealth Banl< '1oard 
insi,tcd upon our taking £3,000,000 or J03ing 
it. and on behalf of Queensland wo decided 
llwt we would not lose it. This is of special 
imcn st to ihe hon. member for Kcnncdy, 
hcc<lUSO out of that sum there will be appro
priated a very latgr' an1ount about which 
he is concerned. The amusing part is that 
Wl' arc in a position to lend money. The 
Oppcsition have complainL-ci that the Go· 
vernn1cnt are Bpending too rnuch rnonoy. 
\V hat a. wonderful financia-l recovery in this 
Statf' fl,Jnce the present Governn1cnt have 
ber·n in po\vcr! I do not believe in puffing 
cithcr the Governmcllt or myself. The 
people of Quecns)P:ld know wh;tt we han: 
done, but in view of what has happened 
I think it is just as v, ell to remind the Com
mittee that the Luud Administration Board 
issu('d a report last year~ tov. 

::\lr. l'viooHE: It did. 
Th, SECRETARY FOH VCBLIC LA::\IJS: 

'There is a. Yast diff(•rcncP twt\Vt'('U thP tl'!l()!' 

of tLat report and rhi . .;; Yf':.n'~. bPcau . .., 
cln rl'd to tell then1 1 hat \YC'. ''" re the Ula~tl':·-. 
and they \vcro the "'PrYant~. 

:\Jr. VYATERS: I-!Par. heal': 
'l'lw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Just listen to what the report states-
" Shortly after assuming office in June, 

1932, the present Minister for Lands, 
Hon. P. Peas!', ::\I.L.A."--

That is mP. (Opposition laughter.) 
,. concoiYed tho idea of establishing team 
\York between all the sections of public 
:uhninistration having any relation to 
Crown lands, and placing all such activi
tie.s under the one controlling body, 
which. in turn, would be subject to the 
general policy and direction of the Go· 
ycrnrnent." 

Hon. members who were in this Chamber 
when I introduced that Bill will remember 
that I had to stand here for about two 
days while every Tory newspaper took me 
to task for daring to do my duty to the 
people. Now I have the very board who 
did not stand for that policy telling me 
just what I did. Listen to this, which is 
obsPrYation 5 of the board as contained on 
page 6 of the report-

" Less than a year has passed since 
the system of amalgamated control was 
effected, but that period constitutes a 
record of administrative activitv in a 
number of directions for the· Lands 
Department and each of the sub-depart
ments concerned. 

" Amongst the important results 
achieved during- the year ended 30th 
J uno, 1933, are the following :-

This is the Land Administration Board, 
under Mr. Payne, who is so beloved by hon. 
members opposite-

" (i.) A larger area of land was opened 
for settlement than during any year 
since 1924. The area opened was 5,166,495 
acres: the area selected was 5,136,430 
acres.'' 

The ex-Secretary for Public Lands, the hon. 
member for Cunningham, had then gone 
out of office, and, as the board points out, 
lhis achicyerncnt i:') due to tho policv of the 
GoYernment. The board continues-

" A larger area was resumed from 
pastoral holdings for closer grazing set
llewent than was resumed during any 
vcar eince 1925. The area resumed was 
l..1il9.230 acres. This land is now being 
<le .. igncd for opening for selection." 

Hon. ~nembers opposite said that this land 
had a !ready been designed. The board 
statC's-

,, Thi:;; land is now being .designed ... " 

:\Ir. KENNY: All the 'vork of preparation 
wa:-; done by us. 

'He SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Of course ! The report continues-

" .More priority additional areas. have 
uecn approved to be granted to eXIstmg 
,ettlcrs than cl uring any other year in 
the history of the State. Additional 
areas gran"ted or approved to be granted 
Juring the yc.n total 886,058 acres. 

" A commencement has been made in 
opening for settlement extensive scrub 
areas in ~orth Queensland after activi
ties in this direction had been quiescent 
since 1914. An area of 95,475 acres in 
districts from J\1acka v northwards was 
opener! for mixed farming settlement 
durino· the ,·ear. For tobacco-growing 
an a1:~a of s;o32 acres was opened in the 
1\larccba-Dimbulah districts, and 3,411 
acre,s in the TownsYille district. 

·' 2\Iorc road \vork to give access to 
selections "as undertaken than had been 
done in anv one vcar since 1919. The 
road.s constructed ' totalled 310~ miles. 
These 'wrks included the following locali
ties :--Upper Burnett and Callide, Mill
menan. Monogorilby (Gayndah), and 
Rise and Shine (2\1ackay). Roa-d works 
to gi-;e acre·s to the Eungella lands 
(:\Iackavl. Clump Point lands (Tully). 
and E~st Palmerston lands (Innisfail) 
are no\v proceeding. 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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" :Much attention was given to special 
t>mployment creating activities on repro
ductive works. In the result part time 
employment was given to 11,016 men." 

Yet hon. members opposite allege that we 
are dealing with the man on the land in 
a very drastic way. Just listen to this-

" The forfeitures or abandonment of 
land, nothwithstanding the general 
dPpression and poorness of markets, was 
comparatively small, and was confined 
solely to inferior holdings. Year by 
year, under the board's administration, 
the number of forfeitures has been declin
ing. \Vhereas in 1927, 797 selections, 
comprising 2,134, 728 acres, were forfeited, 
the number forfeited during last year 
was only 273, comprising 360,283 acres." 

That shows the position. Then the report 
goe,l on to say exactly what I say-

" The Lands Department's revenue, 
notwithstanding the grant'ng of exten
siYe concessions, \vas vv€11 .tnaintained, 
and amounted to £1,193,u13." 

Then the report goes on to give what we 
are entitled to, a certain amount of credit 
to the department which I have the honour 
to administer and which mv Government co
ordinated. in respect of 'the work I am 
<'arrying out on their behalf. 

Just to show what a wonderful, fairminded 
man the Leader of the Opposition is, let 
me remind hon. members that he gets up 
and complains about the unfair tactics of 
us on this side of the Committee and endea
,·ours by quoting from page 94 of the report 
of the Auditor-General to lead the Commit· 
tee to believe that my department has been 
doing sornething Yery, Yery ~hocking in 
regard to properties of which possession has 
Leen taken by the Agricultural Bank. I 
have nothing to do with the Agricultural 
Bank. 

::Ylr. MooRE: I was only pointing out the 
treatment meted out to the settlers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. gentleman stated that the settler 
\\as being treated worse by my Government 
than ho was treated by his Government, yet 
the number of forfcitures last yeat·, despite 
the bacl times, was the lowest on record in 
the history of this State. 

::\ow "/t~ corno csperia1ly tc the atta<'k 
iaur.ched L:v hon. 111emlH~rs oppo;;itt! in t·on
nection with the Gpper Burnctt aud Callide 
land:-. That ::;cttletnPr;t has giycn nw lllOJ'f' 

'\"Ol'l',Y than pos~ihly any other ~t·nlettJt•nt 
in Q,;<·euslaud. From 1926 omranls the 
~Nt:l'll1C'llt IYH:-" the cnu6c of co!l~idcrablc" 
\YOl'l'Y to tlH' GoYCt'lll1lf'nt and the s(_'('l't'tar\· 

for 1)Hb1ir i.ands of th~ dttY i1;itiatr:d a;I 
Jnquir~·- which was 0]1C'IH-'d • on the 28th 
Fcbruarv. 1929, bv the Lnnd Admini,rratio:t 
Bo:J rtl, ~O<l~prising :Thlc,,srs. Pay ne. ~leh-il1e. 
and Po~;Y<>r. In the course of the l!1(IlJ"ir~' 339 
,.itnc:-:;;t were examinPcl fill(} thf 1:-:oard 
tntYC'l10d Ll43 rnilc· bv n1otol' c .. r. The 
:'oard ~ur"cquf'lltl~- sulJ1;1ittcd a n'!_l~>rt. ln 
tll•' intcrYal the JH'oplt> nf Qucell<and 1nd 

mud. "TYYO million poumh for 10 0~0 
" and otlH•r things l1ad contribn10d to 
condition. .At fl.ny rate· t1~C' rr.;; 1 J0H~i-

bi:ity of utking action on that rc110rt l>e•cam'
(•Jttirely tlL• responsibj]ity of the ::.Ioorc 
GoY('l'llnJCilt. \Y}wt did thr l\foore G-oYCrJl

ltlC!lt du? The:' had a lot to snY <:!ntl did 
untlJing:. Is it~ not apparent to' 
that if the ::\Ioore Goverr,ment had douc 
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duty in 1929 the settlement would w " he
in ~the situation it is to-day? Imagiue· 
any business con<:ern initiating an inq ai:·,v 
in 1929 by a body charged YYith full puwn> 
to inquire and report, and sub.:;cq uently 
finding that in less than three .\ caro du' 
position is infinitely worse. The h~r is 
tbat the Moore Government shirked tbr-ir 
duty. The report was handed to the .-x~ 
Secretary for Public Lands and hie Go~ 
\'Cl'JJnwnt said, ,; VVe wi11 do a little bit." 
A, uwal, they talked a lot. They arraw;<>d 
for additional areas. a review of capital 
Yalues and rl'nts. and a reyiew of \VftlttT 

facilitv costs. b{.t when I took offir · I 
found, a most shocking state r f affair,; 
t>xi~tillg in regard to that scttlmnent. 
Hon .. mcmLers opposite were so \Yond~·rfully 
g·enPl'OUS to thest~ settlers, on whose 

7

b~-..ha1f 
to-day they ~pPak with their tonguP.;; in 
thc•ir eheeb. that thcv wrote a misunl>l<· 
£3.396 off water facilities. ThP iron·.· of 
the whole mattpr is that the imtructio;, of 
the then Secretary for Public Lands to l1is 
department was 'that when th<>se aditH
tlJents were rnadc~these totallv inadequatP 
adjushnent:-;--payruent of illterest ·and 
redemption had to be strictly enforced. 
(Opposition di"ent.) Had we been in JHlwr·r 
at the time' we should ha ,.c done tlw iol> 
properly and the s<>ttlcmcnt would "''' ·be 
.;;;uffering as it is 1o-day. For the Leni:'lit 
of the hon. member fOl' Cook a!Hl orhPr 
l10n. rnernbPrs oppo.site who hypocritically 
would lead the people to Lelie,·e that thL'Y 
would not itnpose certain pQnalty chargP~. 
I rPpeat that the in,truf'tion of their Go
Ycnnuent \Yas-

" VYhE•n adjusted, pa.y1nent of iEtPre~t 
and rcdt'n1ption to be strictly enforced." 

The l.)()s~tion last ye.ar \Yas bad. but_ tl1is. 
'e:a 1t IS worse. I lJa.\'C ~worn to .._ •J' tny 
~Jut·: to the people of the State. TJ,, rax
JWY,ers of this State through the in :de
;IU;lC\' of the 2ctJon 'taken by the l\l~~ot·e 
GoYerrur;cnt in cuJdlcction with thi~ sr-ttle~ 
lllent, are faced with the position tlwt dw 
out-tanding clues at the 30th Jurw la't 
amount to £44.172. That is the oitu·ation 
erC'atcd h\- a tinpot Government w:lO, .., .. -Iwu 
thf'v had· thP opportunity to deal wit;, a. 
rt'l'Ort. did Hot fa.ce the situation. Ir i-> 
that position that I have to iacf' and 
natural!~- l ohall do my duty to tl~;• !'' .,,k 
\Yho sc·nt n1c hf'rf'. 

jfr. ::YlOORE: If "'OU had put tl1ing' ;·ic('i<t 
in tlw first instance the ~ituation wonh1 !JOt· 
cxi:--t. 

Ti"' SECH.ETARY FOR PlTBLH' LA:-JD~: 
~\. costlv coninll8sion inquired into tlli~ 
IJW.tter ~-cry exhaustiYe1Y. heard -...vitEf'-"'""-'"· 
and llrepal:cd a report: bnt thl' l\loDrf' 
GoYernrnent dicl not rise to tl:c nccas)t)lL 
_..\-:; U:-uaJ, \Ye haYC to dPa,n ll:;l r::c Itl! -..:-;. 

1:~ 0ti hon. nicnl.hcrs po~ n:-: the~ 
friends of thf' farrncr. This i~ \dnt- \\T' 

hnYe done for thn farn1crs: in t1Jc 1932 
.... l'a on. on the applicatim1 cf the ho::. nwni-
bPr for Port {'m·tis and the hon. for· 
':\'onn~tuby, \YP adYnnccd tn 
!H c •:-: ... Jtoua fanner~ for 
Sul;-..l':JU{'Dt 
thn..:-· 

Year. 

1932 33 
~933-34 
1934-35 

asked 

payn1Pnt~ can le cor 

(AppropriatioD 
for) 

Amount. 
£ 

28.885 
16.~05 

2{:,000 
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Tlnt iudicates what we are doing for tho"~ 
farmers. Although my duty is to endea Your 
to keep the revenue up because I am spend
ing ~ lot of money wisely and well, in~ spite 
of t.Je fact that that amount of money is 
owing, not one of those settlers has been 
told to get off his land. That is the way 
we are treating the farmer. :\Tot one of 
!hose farmers is compelled to go off the land 
in >pite of what he owes unless he wants to; 
and while we are the Government th<~t i-; 
the way we will treat them. I wonder how 
private enterprise would treat those farmers 
if they had bought the land on the freehold 
),asi,? \Vhere would the people be? I know 
people to-day to whom land has been sold 
by go-getters and who have been prose
cuted for pay1ncnt. I know 1nanv ftuniliL':-i 
in :'\c>J·th Queensland who hap"pencd to 
buy land and who have sunendered their 
t.itle to it after paying pounds and pounch, 
and now they are being sued for their last 
penny. That is your freehold ! Supposing 
thts. land had been developed by people 
-;elhng land for speculation, would they 
gtve thC' same treatment when £50.000 was 
<.ut'·tanding: I sav now on behalf of tlw 
GoYt)rnnwnt that no"t one of th0 settlPrs haYP 
bee11 asked to leave his selection. \Yhc•n 
WP recognif'ed the :-;ituation \Ye sent accouut:-: 
out to sec what could b(• d01w. \Ye rpecin•d 
(·ertaiu CH'anl cheque payn1ent.:-; hut IJO 
~ettler has been treated otherwi~e tha11 a~ anY 
dccPnt GoYernment would treat a settler jn a 
tinH~ of ~tress. Those settlers OVYC nearh· 
£50,000. but not one of them h'ts been askP;l 
to get off. \Yhc>n l found that these auwums 
were out~tanding I discus:5cd the matter 
generally and the Government thought thP 
ben thing to do was to send a committee• of 
inquiry ia order to ascertain what the posi
tion wa.-;. \Y c did so. \Ye sent one of our 
<nYn officer~. the head of ihc Agricultural 
Ba.nk '' lilch \\as concerned, and one of our 
irrigaiion oftieers. a tnan who would knmv all 
about the water facilities. Thev rnadc.:. a 
very c>xhaustive inquiry and travelled wher
eH·r th<·.' thought nccc,saJ·~·. ·w c did not 
prC'\~C'llt thern fron1 going to any little ~ettle~ 
rncnt if they thought it 11eccs~ary to do :"-0. 
EYery :::cttler who wanted to give eYidence 
could do so individually or through the 
Council of Agriculture. That cornn1ittee of 
inquiry u1arlc a report. \Ye haYL' discus:-:cd 
that report. The Land Admini>tration Bollrcl 
discuesed it. Certain phases of it were not 
too clear. and it was sent back to th'l 
c·ommitte~ of inquiry for further inYestiga
tion and report, whif~h ha'". been rPc(_·i \'l'<L 
·rho LfLIHl Achniuistratioil I3onrd thQn 
1'eportc'tl na it to the Governn1cnt. The 
1natter IYas considered bv Cabinet and \VC 

ha n• decided on a line of action. 

Mr. :MoollE : It Yvas only talk. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There is no talk there. The Leader of the 
Ol1}10Silion quoted a letter fron1 ~orrlC' irn'
sponsible political follower; but I will quote 
a letter from a rcsnonsible bodv-thc Council 
of Agriculture, \~ho took up the case of 
thf·sc pt•oplc. \Vhen we caused this investi
gation we clecidccl that the settler could go 
to tlH' committee of inquiry himself or he 
could depute somebodY to go for him. That 
action was decided on in order that solicitor' 
would not br hrou" ht into it. \Y c clccidrd 
that the Local Producers' Association coulcl 
be heard, and the Council of Agriculture 
sent a man round to see that the case of each 

settler was properly prepared. The letter 
from the Council of Agriculture reads as 
follows:-

"RE UPPER BuRNETT AND C.~LLIDE YALLEY 

LAND SETTLEMENT INQUIRY. 

" In your letter of 31st August you 
stated that the report of the comrnittN: 
of inquiry had been referred back to th&t 
committee for further inquiry on certain 
points, and that, when c_ompleted, th<' 
Government would deal w1th the matter 
in an amending Land Bill during this 
session. 

" Publicity was more recently gi Yen, 
in the press, to a statement said to have 
been made by Mr. T. L. \Vi!liams, 
M.L.A., to the effect that the settlers 
were to be permitted to approach the 
Land Court with the object uf obtaining 
a reYiew of their purchasing pricps and 
capital value3, including water fa{?ility 
c:osts, also that the report of the com
mittee of inquiry would not be ncadc 
public. 

" This is a matter in which, a-; you 
kno", the council is deeply interest0cl. 
and I should be glad to he ad\ ised if 
_socl have any further information to add 
to the brief statement a'ltributed to 
Mr. vVilliams, which I could submit to 
the executive committee of the eounul 
at its meeting on Thursday next. 

"The press statement referred to ha.' 
been productive of a number of letters 
of protest, and we would be g la rl to be 
advised of the Government's cJxact inten
tior' in this regard to enable authorit:ttiYo 
replies to be sent." 

Letters of protest have been received by hon. 
members on thi;; side, from the Premier 
down. Thue people did not think it fair 
that they should be sent to the Land Court. 
'rhc recommendation of the Committee of 
Inquiry was that they should be sent to the 
Land Court and there state their case, the 
court to give a finding. The Cabinet have 
considered the matter, and in view of the 
situation we have decided to put into effect 
some scheme that is aiming at giving quick 
relief. The Bill was dra.fted last week, and 
had the Premier not had to leave the State, 
no doubt the measure would have been dis
cussed again this week. \Ve arc going to 
do something. (Opposition interruption.! 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\"DS: 
Members of the Opposition appear to be 
concerned about the settlers, but the:c are 
not. They are not concerned about them or 
their interests or fqture. The Opposition 
haYe been trying to unload on this Com
mittee something which I have praYed is 
not true. l can assure the Committee that 
we will afford relief to the settler. We do 
not blame the settlers for the poor Opposi
tion in this Committee. They do not rcpre· 
sent the settlers. As a matter of fact the 
two representatives of the Burm"tt settlers 
are on this side of the Chamber. They are 
the people who represent the farmer's. I 
would ask the Leader of the Opposition to 
be more careful in future. (Opposition dis
sent.) I would ask him not to quote letters 
from irresponsible people. Of course. I 
<Juite realise that the Opposition will rw,·er 
again haYe the opportunity of rncssinrr up 
the affairs of this State. If there is" one 
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case where the Moore Government miserably 
failed, it was in the way in which they dealt 
with the report of 1929. That is only five 
years ago. The Moore Government certainly 
brought in legislation, but the settlement now 
is in a worse mess than it -ever was. It 
was left to this Government to clean up that 
mess. I can a"sure members of this Cham
IJm· that we will do our task properly and 
well, and not one settler on that estate
there may be some 1,200-will be dispos
sessed because he has not paid either rent 
or intere~t if he has uot been in a position 
so to do. 

1\Ir. DK'I.CON (Cunningham) [7.25 p.m.]: 
Mr. King--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
!ton. member for Cunningham has exhausted 
the time allowed him by the Standing 
Ordf'l'.'. 

Mr. DEACON: I do not think I have. 

Tl~<' TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member has, according to the records. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [7.26 p.m.]: 
There is nothing much left to be said in 
connection with this vote. The hon. member 
for Dalby brought up the question of allow
ing the landless to olJtain land. Some time 
ago I brought up the question of land being 
made ayailable for the sons of men alreadv 
on the land, and I pointed out that such 
should be given the opportunity of selecting 
areas adjacent to their parents' land. They 
would thus be able to invoke the aid of 
their parents and obtain the loan of 
machinery and other farming implements 
until such time as they became independent. 

A,·,othcr matter referred to bv the same 
hon. member was the opening "up of new 
area,. Ho pointed oqt-I think rightly
that these areas should be made available 
to men ,y]JO were not already possessed of 
land, pro,·ided the area taken up was suffi
cient to giYe hirn a living. 

A good deal has been said this eyening 
regarding th0 Burnett settlers. I am glad 
to hear from the Minister that somcething 
H>ry tangible will be done in the very near 
future. The delay in taking action as a 
result of the committee's report has caused 
a good deal of discontent and heartburning. 
\Ylwn 1lw matter is explained to them the 
settler."' generally realise that various causes 
l!aYe beC'n operating \vhich have resulted in 
delaY. The Minister has assured the Com
mittee-and we who are on the land com
mittee of tho party discussed the Bill with 
him some timo ago- ·that something will be 
done for these settlers in the wa,v of grant
ing some special form of relief. The Leader 
of tlw Opposition as'erted that in the ond 
nothing would be clone. That is one of the 
most. ridiculous statements he has made in 
rhis Chamber. \Vhen reading the letter 
from :\Jr. \Ycathet'head, H!Cl'etarv of 
Hu·· lH_·H,_• Lnc.al ProdlH t'l';/ A~soci~ntion, 
furpot to 11ote tlw date. 

:\Ir . .:\looRE: It was about ten days old, 
from what I remember. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: The hon. gentleman had 
ten dayc, in which to bring this matter for
"·arcl. The Leader of the Opposition said 
he ,,- ts asked to bring this matter up before 
Parliament. Neithf\r he nor a member of 
his party has brought it up until the present. 
Tbo hon. member for Fitzroy also definitely 
promiwd the people of the Upper Burnett 
that so soon as Parliament rcsumod he would 
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go to Brisbane and bring up on the ~oor 
of the House certain questions regaiding 
t-he holding of ]and. He was here for a ,\'eek 
or ten days and remained dumb. 

Ylr. MAXWELL: You know that the hon. 
member for Fitzroy is a very sick man. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I know that. I had 
prepared a question which I intended to 
ask in this Chamber concerning the report 
relating to the condition of the settlers in 
the Upper Burnctt aroa, but I kn<'W that 
the hon. member for Fitzroy had been 
requested by the Abercorn Local Producers' 
Association to ask questions concerning this 
matter in this Parliament. I waited for 
about ten days for the hon. member for 
Fitzroy to ask his questions, but about the 
tenth or elm·enth day after Parliament had 
resumed I met the hon. member in a passage, 
wav in this building and he told me that 
he' was perfectly satisfied that I was doing 
the best that I could, that the Minister had 
the matter in hand, and that he was not 
going to ask any questions, although he had 
promised the people in the district he would 
do so. That is one reason advanced by the 
hon. member for Fitzroy for not asking 
those questions in this Chamber. He hac! 
an opportunity to ask those questions, and 
the Leader of the Opposition had an oppor
tunity to ask those questions during an_v 
question time. There was no need for him 
to wait until the Committeo was considering 
tho Estimates for the Department of Public 
Lands. It is ridiculous for him to sa,v that 
nothing would have been done had he not 
asked these questions during this debate. 

Mr. MooRE: I do not think anything 
would have been done. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: The hon, gentleman's 
statement is too stupid to be taken seriously. 
I know what he is aiming fit. We have a 
relief measure that has been discussed for 
sorne weeks past. 

Mr. MOORE: That is all that \'Olll' GorNn
Hl<?llt do~-talk, talk~ talk, and ~do not~1ing. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Something will be done. 
l-Ion. Incn1bcrs opposito "\Vero in pow-er in 
this State for three years, and they had 
en~ry opportunity to do something in the 
interests of the settlers of the Upper Burnctt. 
The hon. member for the district at that 
ti1nc was also a niCrnber of the Govenunent, 
hut as the Sc<'rctary for Public Lands has 
pointed out, little or nothing was done for 
that setilemcnt. The Leader of the Upposi
tion knc;, s that he could ha.-o douc sornc
thino· ·:l'ld Co·ll!cillcr \YcathPrlwad alco 
kno,7·~ t!;at thP 1\.loorc GoYcnJm<'Ht f'ould 
flaye done :"O!ltcthing. That i:-' nl!c of fr~..; 
bjggP~t grudg<'"· ( 'ouncillor V\yn-:t(u'rl!e't d 
h'.HU\'·:~ that for three vcar:-1 the .:\loon~ 
GoYC'rnnH'Ilt did prncticn.ll~- nothin~c dH' \'d'Y 

pal'ty that he supported. 
Naturally, the Council of Agriculture has 

been interested in tho report by the com
mittee appointed to inquire into the Upper 
Burnett lands. The Council of Agriculture 
allowed one of its leading men in Central 
(~ueC>nsland to ac('mupany th0 ~1inish'r, tl1i' 
hon. memher for Normanby, and myself on 
a tour through the Upper Burnett and 
Callide districts. Ho was present at all 
deputations, at all public meeting•, and at 
all individual requests to the Minister, and 
that is whv the Council of Agticulture is 
interested i!1 the Upper Burnett settlement 
inquiry. Just a few days ago Mr. Brabiner, 
the secretary of the Council of Agriculture, 
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visited Parliament and discussed with the 
hon. member for Normanby and myself the 
legislation that it was proposed to intro
du,·e, and he went away expressing satis
faction with the Minister and his conviction 
that the Government had the interests of the 
settlers of the Upper Burnett and Callide 
\'alley at heart and that as soon a' pos;blc 
a relief measure would be introduced. 

The Minister has made reference to scrub 
areas in this State. '.rhere are quite a num
ber of "crub a re as in my electorate and in 
other parts of the State that are being re
tained for reforestation purposes, and, 
whilst I recognise that reforestation is an 
important function of the Government, I 
do think that some of these areas could be 
denuded of their standing timber and made 
available for settlement. 

The ;yJinister also made rderence to the 
construction of access roads to new settle
ments, and he promised that these roads 
would be constructed before the new settlers 
were placecl on their blocks. That is a step 
in the right direction, and the Minister is 
to be congratulated upon his efforts in this 
direction. 

In conclusion, I congratulate the Mini,ter 
and his officers on the verv fine work that 
they hanl carried out during the year. I 
congratulate the Minister on the Yery fine 
report by the department and upon the way 
i'1 which the various sub-departments haYe 
administered their respective affairs. I hope 
to see the Secretary for Public Lands in his 
present office for m"any years to come. 

~Ir. DEACON (Cunningham) [7.35 p.m.]: 
Mr. King~~ 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. DEACON: This is another vote 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : No. 

Mr. SPARKES (Dalby) [7.36 p.m.]: I 
listened very carefully to the remarks of the 
Ministc1·, but I must confes' that I had some 
difficult.\· in following some of them. He 
claimed that his department was responsible 
for any good that had been carried out in 
the interests of the State, not the Land 
Administration Board. Therefore, he must 
be responsible for some of the misdeeds of 
the denartment. I now want to ask him 
why h~ allowed at least one individual in 
the Carnarvon electorate to collect one 
g-uinea each from 1,100 applicants who 
desired to ballot for land. Whv should such 
a thing be possible? In reply· to my query 
a.s to why a person should not be able ·to 
enter a land office, sign and lodge his applica
tion form, establish his bona fides, and have 
the application sent to the proper quarter 
I was told that the department could not 
conceive of a simpler method than that 
which operates to-clay. If the Minister con
trols his department, why does he not tell 
us whY this method cannot be altered? He 
must have a reason. He is perfrctlv silr'11t 
on my question. and all the information this 
Committee has is that there is no other way. 

The SECRETARY FOR Ptrnuc LAXDS: I can
not talk while you are talking. 

The SPARKES: The hon. gentleman has 
spoken for about one and a-half hours, and 
has told us nothing. 

The Minister claimed that the benefits 
accrued from the perpetual leasehold tenure. 

He \vent so far as to give figures to show 
how cheaply wool is produced on land 
held under that tenure. No one has ever 
claimed that we should have freehold tcnm·e 
in the far western areas of this State. 

Mr. LLEWELYN interjected. 
Mr. SP ARKES: You would not know 

the damn difference behveen east, west, and 
south. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Dalby to be 
more temperate in the use of language. 

Mr. SP ARKES: If the hon. member who 
interjected took a trip out West he would 
know that there is a considerable differ
ence between the l<tnds in more closelv 
"'ttlecl areas and the lands in tho WP'·tcr;·, 
portion of our State. If it were po,siblP for 
him to absorb any brains or a little infor
mation he would know that. 

Mr. LLEwELYN: You are only making 
yom·se:f :> laughing stock. 

Mr. G.\IR' Absorb brains! 

:VIr. SPARKES: You have not abmrbcd 
any. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I ask the hon. member to address thE' ('hair. 

Mr. SP ARKES: If one takes a trip to 
Victoria he will discover that the land 
there is more highly developed than in any 
other part of Australia. The Minister must 
know that the more highly developed the 
land, the greater amount of employment it 
affords. One of the reasons why our vast 
areas arc not being developed to a greate1· 
extent than they are is because of the per
petual leasehold tenure. If a selector has a 
lease with five or six years to run, is it 
l!kely that he will develop it to anything 
hke the extent he would if he had it for 
all times? It is the small man who desire~ 
a freehold tenure, not the big man. The 
Minister himself knows that the lcesee of 
the big area prefers the leasehold tenure 
for the reason that he must haYe the larger 
areas for his industry, and that it is the 
man working a small area who desires tho 
freehold tenure. 

2'11r. GAIR: Who is preYenting him? 

Mr. SP ARKES: The hon. member and 
his party. They took away his right to 
secure a freehold tenure. Sure!" the man 
himself is the best judge of w'hat tenure 
he desires. 

:Mr. FOLEY: He would not be able to 
grow more corn on freehold land ? 

::\fr. SPARKES: I guess that if the hon. 
member has a house he has built it on land 
baYing a freehold tenure, and I dan' ""V 

that many olher hon. members of his part~· 
doubtless prefer the same tenure. " 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

ltern (Departme11t of Public Lancls~Chid 
Office) a greed to. 

DISTRICT OFFICES. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 

(Hon. P. Pease, H erbert): I movfc~ 
" That £53,531 be granted for ' Di-n·ict 

Offices.'" 
:\lr. DEACON (Cunninglwm) [7.40 p.m.]: 

Thi~ YOte include;:;, the pro\·i~ion for a la tHl 

CCliTlnli:-sioner at ~lonto. Thp I\1ini~t('J' ha-.; 
not told us all he knows about. the history 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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of the Upper Burnett and Calli de settle
ment. The Burnett settlement is one of 
the extravagances of a previous Labour Go
vernment. The money that has been lost 
on that settlement is a legacy from the past 
Labour Governments. The officials of the 
Department of Public Lands were not con
wlted about all the details of the settlement. 
It was purely a Ministerial scheme, and the 
advice of officials of the department was 
ignored. An expensive railway was bui:t 
to the settlement, and when the proposal 
was bc>fore this Chamber the members of the 
Oppoeition warned the Government that the 
areas of the settlement were too small, and 
thev were not living areas. When I took 
cha.rge of the department I found that the 
officials had warned the Minister of the 
day of the same thing, but in order to 
provide for so many settlers under the 
scheme-they must have a certain number 
of settlers to justify the expenditure-the 
uuml"~r of settlers which the officials said 
the ,cheme would carry was doubled. 
Settlers were placed on areas that were too 
small to make a living on, and the Govern
ment of the day did not care a hang 
whether they lived or not. They said, iu 
effect, ·• Let them do the best they can." 
\V hen the scandal became too great the then 
Labour Government sent the Land Adminis
tration Board to examine the position .. 
That board furnished a report which was 
apprO\'ed by the Moore Government, and 
the Land Administration Board. which made 
the report, was instructed to carry out its 
own report. A I and conuni~siorH'r was 
appoimed at Monto specially to deal with 
it. 

l\Ir. MoORE: He was a picked man. 

l\Ir. DEAGO::-.J: He was considered to be 
the best commissiom'r for the job in the 
State, and I say for him that he was a 
pretty good mau, with whom I have no fault 
to find. At auy rate, the settlers were given 
addnwnal areas, and those who had to be 
moYed were compensated by being put on 
ne\v areas. 

The SECilETARY FOil PuBLIC LANDS : Why 
are they in such a mess to-day 1 

:.\fr. DEACON: The adjustments were 
made on the then existing prices. Nobody 
forcsa" a slump. The recommendations of 
thr connnis6ioncr were' put into effect. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
made a mess of it. 

::\Ir. DEAC02'<: We did not make a mess 
of it. We did the best with a bad job left 
to m h.v a Labour Government, a Govern
ment which the hon. gentleman supported. 
Ho ll!ust take more than our share of the 
rc,ponsibility. If the adjustment was not 
quit•' right, then he must take his share of 
the responsibility. \Ve certainly left the set
tlemellt better than we found it, and if 
prices had kept up it would and should 
haYe been all right. Two things ruined that 
settlement in the first place. When the 
liret land agent was appointed there, he 
seiPcted settlers for their politics imtcad of 
for their know!e.dge of the land. It was 
eomuwn talk in the district that a man 
with the right brand of politics could get 
a selection before another man. Some of 
theqe selectors failed because thev had no 
knowledge of lartd. Even when conditions 
were bad I found some selectors who were 
doing well and had no complaint, and I 
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dare say you would find settlers to~daY wlH> 
had no complaint. The good Labour brand 
of settlers failed, and then the others got 
a chance. The position is that every improve
ment was carried out on a most extravagant 
scale and the settler charged with the cost. 
At all events, the Land Administration Board 
was instructed to write down values to a 
reasonable figure. If it failed to do that, 
no complaint was made by the settlers at 
the time. Each man got his adjustment and 
all sett.Iers were satisfied. They did not 
make aJty complaints then. If they make 
them now it is because other things have 
altered, but at the time the adjustment was 
made everything was quite satisfactory. The 
Minister wants to put all the blame on the 
Moore Government. Let him start at the 
beginning and put the blame on to the people 
who started the settlement-himself and all 
the members who were then supporting the 
Labour Government, for they were to blame. 
They took action against the advice of mem
bers on this side and of responsible officers 
that the areas were too small. Thev are 
responsible for all the money wasted there. 
It is difficult enough to establish a settle
nwnt in the first place; it is infinitely more 
difficult to put it in order afterwards. 

The first survey is the main thing. because 
if mistakes are made then it is very difficult 
to right them afterwards. In many case' 
settlers cannot be given additional arp.as 
unless the settlers on adjoining blocks leave. 
The Minister should be well a ware of the 
difficulty experienced in adjusting these 
matters after a big blunder has been made 
at the start. I am sorn· to hear there is 
still trouble at that settlement. The bJamo 
lies on those who designed the settlemeut 
and it is up to them to straighten tbings 
out. The recommendations of the board 
were carried out and the settlers were of 
the opinion that they had receiYecl just 
ti'l1atrnent. En:-rvonC' that I Inet thPl'P ('Ofl· 
sidercd thev had· received a fair deai except; 
as to minor" matters that were later adjusted. 
The recommendation of the board ""Pliointcd 
by the previous Government Wa>:i carried 
out and the conditions that then exi>ted woro 
the basis of its report. It did the best it 
eould at the tjme. Things arc Ya:--Ll.V 
different now 0 The farn1er~' incornc !ta-:
bccn cut in halves. That we cannot help~ 
I blame the Minister, because he v ill not 
acknowledge that the condition of the 
settlement is due to the blunders of his 
Labour prcdcccs~ors. The l\1inister f:lldt?rt
yourcd to la v the blame on the :.\Ioo;·c 
Govc•rnment. "r have pointed out to him tl1a1 
the settlers concerned were sati,fied >~ith 
the job we did at the time. 

Tl1o 1\Iinister at the present time cioes 
not appear to be on the bei:it of term~ 1\TJth 
the Land Administration Board. 

The SECHETARY FOil Pt:BLIC LA~DS: I cl1cl 
not exactly sav that. I said the Land 
Aclrniuistration Board would do what we 
told them. 

2\Ir. DEACOX : The Minister said more 
than that; at any rate he has given the 
Chamber the impression which 1 suggest•,cl. 
The Land ~\dministration Board is com~ 
prised of practical men, and the advice the,~ 
give the Minister will be the best h" can 
obtain and is worthy of consideration by him. 
They arc experienced men who have nothing 
to gain by making reports which they do 
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not conscientiously believe fit the condi
tione. 

Th,: SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I sav 
somPhody is responsible for the condition:, 
that were found to be operating. 

"1\lr. DEACON : They were not responsible 
for the mess. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:<iDS: "Who 
\V a::.·: 

:\lr. DEACON: Your predecessors were
the first Labour Government, which went 
ahead with the scheme against the advice of 
experienced people. Try as the Minister 
may he will find it impossible to straighten 
out ;>Jl the difficulties in regard to that 
settlement. The difficulties will never he 
satisfactorily adjusted until some of the 
'cttlnrs leave. The Minister has stated that 
norw of them will be turned off. I bope 
not. The Minister also stated that no 
settler anywhere would be turned off. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAXDS: That 
13 ~0. 

:\lr. DEACON Onlv the other day a 
settler in my electorat~ was turned otf. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS: 13y 
whorn? 

:\Ir. DEACON: The Agricultural Bank. 
I am not blaming the bank, became it i" 
acting on banking lines. If the Governmenr 
is going to carry the settlers who do not 
come under the bank. whv cannot theY 
carry this man? The bank 'must carry oir 
it:;; businc,,;:,s on banking lines. If the Govern
DH'Ilt are going to give concessions to these 
men on the Burnclt, they should extend the 
'anw concessions to other settlers who arc 
jn•t a;· deserving of sympathetic treat11tent. 
\Yhy make fish of one and flesh of the other: 

Tiw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:<iDS : The 
law ·,,ill not allow me. 

:\Ir. DEACON: If the present Acts will 
not allow the hon. gentleman, then why not 
n1ak0 thcn1 'vider '? The case I arn brino-~ 
ing under his notice is on all fours with 
thr· <'ase of the Burnett settlement. This 
man has seven young children. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS: I ha,-e 
nothing to do with the Agricultural Dank. 

. :\lr. DEACO:-.J: The Minister is a respon
srL!c· member of the Government, and this 
is a land matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAxDs: Each 
J\Iinister runs his own department. 

:\Jr; DEACON: The hon. gentleman is a 
nwrnnor of the Government. He as Secre
tan-. for Public Lands, is in cha'rge of the 
soldH:r. settlPments. The hon. gentleman 
ancl hrs colleagues are responsible for the 
.-oldil'r settlements. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN; Order I 

:\lr. DEACON; The hem. gentleman can
not g<'t out of everything. He had better 
be· ,·areful. If he goes too far he "·ill get 
hrnH· tf out of the Department of Public 
Land.'. \Vhy is the Minister picking out 
'onw fa,·ourc'd fe:v 'i . \Yhy is he going to 
can:- therr habdrty m spite of aH' No 
rnatt• r what they have done, thcv will not 
be turned off! " 

Th -· SECRETAHY FOR PrBLIC LA;<;DS: I sav 
ddi nitely that none of these settlers will be 
tun:vd off. 

:\Ir. DEACON: Conditions similar to tho,;e 
'nffcrcd by the settlers in the Burnctt 

arc suffered b,- a number of ·other settlers 
in Queensland.' 

The SECRETARY FOR Pvsuc LANDS : They 
arE" not. 

Mr. DEACON: Thev are. I am endea
vouring to place before the Minister a similar 
case. If the Government are going to do 
this thing for one set of settlers, why not do 
it for the others? There are hon. members 
on the Government side of the Committee 
who have similar cases which they will bring 
before the Minister. That is quite all right. 
If the Government are going to do this 
thing, then why should anybody pay the 
GoYernmcnt '? (Government interjections.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ; 

Mr. DEACON : I only wish now that I 
was a settler under the Government. I 
would incur a big liability, and I would 
fight my way out by payrng· nobody. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: The hon. member is mis
representing what was said by the Minister. 

Mr. DEACON : The Minister said that 
as rcg·ards the Bm·nett sett:er not one of 
them would be turned off, although he could 
not pay his interest liability or other. lia
bilities. I am not blanung the Munster 
for that. If he is kind hcarted, well, good 
luck to the settler; If I were a eettler I 
ohould go no further. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXDS : Do you 
want me to put them off? 

Mr. DEACON; No. 
The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLic LA:<iD~: Then 

you quite agree with me·: 
Mr. DEACON: I quite agree with the 

:\Iinister that it is a very kind-hearted action 
for him to take. There is nothing wrong 
With that. \Yhere I disagree with him is 
that what he does for one he doe" not do 
for others as well. 

J1.1r. \YILLIA~rs: How do you know he 
doe's not' 

Mr. DEACU-"1: Some of the Burnett 
eettlers may not vote for his party, but he 
will have to treat them all alike. In the 
ea"' of the ma•n I wentioned I think he. 
too. would vote for the party of the Minis
ter if he were treated in like manner to 
the Burnett settlers. If the Minister will 
treat him in the same wav as he intends 
Heating the settlers on the Burnett, I would 
advise this man to vote for the other side. 
Kow, will the Minister do his duty as he 
has himself outlined it' That ico all I am 
asking. 

Mr. LARCOJI.lBE (I!ocl.lwmpton) [7.59 
p.n1.]: It is amusing to hear the cx-Secre
tarv fot• Land~ and other l:on. llH'nlbf'r"' 
O]q;o:-.ite indulging· in carpin~ critici~n1. lt 
i::' paltr,'l, i3o:Gtcd ('hargt' .... vvhil';1 haYe bl'Ptt 
lPYPlh•d at the JI.Iinister. the Laml Aclnrinis
t>·ation Board. and the GoYel'lmrent. 

:\Ir. ~IoORE: The hon. member was not 
be re. how does he know'? 

111'. LARCOMBE: I ha Ye been a citizen 
of Queensland, and I remained a student of 
Parliamentary proceedings and land 
aclministration, although I \vas outside of 
Parliament for thret-~ veat"2. 1 "\Yould 
remind the hem. gentlc;nan that l was 
one of the nwmbers of the Cabinet who 
hanc1lec1 that scheme. I \Yas the Sccretan
for Ralhvays \Vho wn~ respon~ible fo.r 
the construction of the raih,·av that le1l 
to tiH' e,tablishment of the 'cheme. The 
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Leader of the Opposition and his col
leagues have been talking about the talk 
that has been going on on this side of the 
Committee and complaining that no action 
has been taken. The history of Queensland 
politics shows that hon. members opposite 
have done nothing but talk. They talk about 
land settlement and agricultural develop
ment, but in the history of Queensland they 
have done nothing that shows that they 
can materialise that talk. 

At 8 p.m., 
:vir_ GLEDSON (Ipswich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. \V. T. 
King in the chair. 

::\lr. MO ORE: You said that we did noth
ing. 

:VIr. LARCOMBE : The Moore Govern
ment did nothing in the interests of progres
sive land settlement, but they did far too 
much in the way of reducing wages and 
salaries, in deflation, and lending money to 
the other States when it should have been 
retained in Queensland for land settlement. 
The policy of hon. members opposite in 
regard to agriculture and land settlement 
was severely criticised by the " :Morning 
Bulletin," the "Courier," the "Queensland 
Producer," and by most anti-Labour papers 
in this State. I hope that their paltry iso
lated criticisms will not deflect attention 
from the splendid work carried out by the 
Department of Public Lands and the Land 
Administration Board in connection with the 
Cpper Burnett and Cal!ide scheme. Hon. 
members opposite have criticised what the 
Labour Government have clone, but not one 
word haYe they said about the accomplish
ment of things of a constructiYe nature. The 
Labour Government have converted a wilder
IlPSS into a prosperous settlement with hun
dreds of settlers, fine townships, splendid 
roads, and an air of prosperity, progref3s, 
and clm-elopment. 

::\Ir. ::\100RE: \Yhere IS this heaven? 

::\lr. LARCOMBE : I am speaking of 
actualities. 

::\lr. MO ORE: \V here are they? 

2\lr. LARCO:MBE: Recently I had the 
pleasure of going through the l;pper Burnett 
district with the Minister for Transport, and 
I was able to sec the progress and de,-elop
IllPnt that .had taken place since the railway 
was constructed and tho first settlement com
menced. Settlers from all over Australia 
were attracted to this part of Queensland 
as a res!llt of the splendid work of the 
Labour Government. Capital was invested 
the land was cultivated, roads were con: 
srructcd, and townships laid out. 'l'here is 
all this p_ro~rbs and clecclopment, despite tl\e 
ll!terJectwn of the Leader of the Opposition. 
I\ow, after hundreds of settlers have been 
established and wonderful progress has be0n 
made. because thoro are a few cases of com
plaint. hon. members opposite criticise the 
2\Iinistcr, the department. and the Gm-crn
!llellt, and tn· to deflect attention from the 
\\·onderful work that has been accomplished. 
TI!C sun has its spots; even Homer some
rimes nods, and whilst human nature is what 
it is. there will alwavs be some cases of 
complaints. But let us look at the matter 
in ics true perspective, and let us take a 
rdatrve new-where one settler is complain
lllg. hundreds are satisfied with their lot 
Settlers were attracted from all parts of Aus: 
trnlia, and they were able to do wonderful 
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thing·s under the guiding hand of the depart
ment and the Government. Therefore. I 
submit that the objection taken by hon. 
members opposite to the policy and the 
administration of the department and the 
Land Administration Board is paltry in the 
extreme; it is not fair, and it should not be 
allowed to pass unnoticed. Right through 
the parliamentary history of Queensland hon. 
members opposite have been merely talkers; 
yet they have the audacity to stand up and 
complain that the Labour Governments have 
done nothing but talk. Labour can make 
the claim, "Something attempted, somethinlol' 
done." Here is a scheme that has material
ised. 

:Ylr. :YloORE: You ha ,·e contracted a big 
debt. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Debt! Debt! What 
about assets? Of course, there is a debt; 
but there are also assets that will more than 
cover the liability. Instead of being an 
unfortunate liability, it is a splendid profit
able investment. Hon. members opposite 
talk about debt ! In a young country like 
Queensland it is impossible to develop the 
State without spending monev. Ruskin 
pointed out many years ago· that true 
Pconomy does not necessarily consi,,t of sav
ing money. It depends upon how monc>v is 
expended and upon the return. The Labour 
Governn;cnt have carried out a wonderful 
work in the interests of the State. We i1ave 
induced hundreds of settlers to convert what 
was forrnerly a 'vilderness into an attractive 
place Aln1ost a n1iraculous change ca1nc 
m-er the district as a result of the policy 
of Labour and Government expenditure. \Y c 
arc getting back a rich return for the ntOlH-·, 

that ha~ been expcndcrl in that di~rri·.·t. 

::\Ir. MooRE: You have written off £200,000 
already that you cannot get back. 

.l\lr. LARCO::\IBE: The Moore Go,-cm
lll('nt wrote £28.000.000 off tlw radJ' tv 1kbr 
of thi' ~ltute. and now the Leacln ~Jf th" 
Oppo8ition talk~ about a 1Yriti11g oil' of 
£200,000! Doe,; he imagine tl1at !,~- fi,:JJJcial 
hocus pocus the peo111e of Queel! lar:_l \\'ill 
believe that the obligation to pa~· ir.c·'n'st 
on that £28,000,000 has now cli.-app"ued ·I 

The interest on that monev must still be 
paid by the taxpayers of this State. So far 
ns writing off is concerned, '"e have n good 
deal yet to learn from hon. members oppo
site. Thev ha\ e written off millions of 
pounds from various schemes. We know, 
also, that the history of anti-Labour. not 
only in this State, but also in other parts 
of Australia. is a history of failure in rpgard 
to land settlement, and largclv because in 
olden clavs the Ton- Partv sold the best 
parts of' Queensland- and Australia for a 
111cro song and enslaved the working funncr 
to the speculator and the exploiter. In the 
Burnett ·cheme the Labour Governnwnt have 
been n •.ponsible for laving clown a sound 
land policy-one that will enable the growers 
and the producers to put their monp-,- into 
l1nproycrnents i 11stead of it::~ bf'illg locl{ed up 
in the purchase of land under a frl'chold 
tf'lllHC. 

I have had the opportunty of meeting 
rnanv of these settlers personally and they 
have" told me that they arc 'ery pleased 
with their land tenure, and the land policy 
generally and the administration of the 
GoYernrncnt. I congratulatr the JYliniste1· 
on the capable and sympathetic manner in 
\Yhich he has treated the settlers in the C pp er 
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Burnett district, and I am certain as a 
result of his promise here to-night that the 
exi,ting grievances, which arc only of an 
i,,olatcd nature, will be quickly remedied. 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [8.7 p.m.], The Minis
ter made quite a big mouthful about no 
settlers being put off the land by him or 
his dc>partment, and he said that no settler 
would be put off the land by him or his 
department. I will quote him a case of a 
farm which has been gazetted as forfeited 
under his hand. The selection is occupied 
bv Alf. Chenery. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDR: That 
i' an agricultural bank case. 

Mr. KENNY: This notice in the "Go
,-crmnent Gazette," published by the Depart
ment cf Public Lands, is in respect of portion 
3805, Atherton, occupied by AIL Chenery. 
This man has been gazetted off his land 
because he is behind in his dues. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : What 
dues ·f 

Mr. KENNY: Dues to the Crown. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: \Vhat 

for' 
Mr. KENNY: For rent. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS : Oh, no ! 

Mr. KEN:\'Y: I put this case definitely 
before the Minister. I have interviewed the 
Laud Administration Board on behalf of this 
man. The board is handling the matter. 
They told me that while the gazettal notice 
would go through, if this man could make 
some proposal to pay up his dues to the 
Ct·o" n before the lOth December, when the 
block is to be opened for selection again, 
they " !:.!Id sec what they could do to rein
otate },im on his block. The fact remains 
that t }:is man has been gazetted off his block 
-altJ,ouglt he is still living on it-and it is 
open for selection on the lOth December. I 
challenge the Minister to stand up to his own 
remark, and recall this gazettal notice, and 
gin~ this n1an an opportnnity to carry on. 
This is a definite case There is more than 
one ':13"' that I can quote. I went through 
my correspondence hurriedly in the last few 
minutes to get this case. 

During this debate I have risen twice to 
ask the Minister what action he is taking 
in n·spc~t to the A thcrton settlement. I 
quoted him a statement appearing in the 
press :',hi eh states that he definitely pro
mised to introduce legislation into this Cham
ber to deal wth the matter. I made the 
statement that the matter can be handled 
\Yithout an~v lcgislatiYe action. \Vhat does 
the }linistor intend to do? Is this statc
uwnt appearing in the press correct? The 
Minister has seen fit to give me a little abuse, 
but he has not replied to my question. I 
a:-:k hi1n now: is he going to take action, 
a!ld what action is he going to take? If he 
1s not. gojng to take action, ''vas the state
ment made to the chairman of the Returned 
Soldiers' 'l.ssociation made only to pull his 
}p~? 

The Srcctu:TARY FOR PcBLIO LA~DS: \Ve are 
on the Yote for "District Offices." 

Ylr. KENKY: The ::\1inister is not going 
to gN av\ ay with that. 'The Atherton Dis
trict OfFice controls the Atherton settlement. 
and any administration of that settlement 
go0' through the A therton district office. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LA~DS: The 
fli.;;irict officer does what hP i~ told. 

Mr. KENC\Y: I want to know what 
instructions the district officer is going to 
get and what is going to happen in that 
regard. The same applies to my query in 
rege.rd to the Mount Molloy and Cooktown 
land.o. \Vhat action is being taken and 
what instruction is being issued to the Dis
trict Offices there in these matters? The 
.Minister has had two and a-half years after 
his Leader's policy speech to give effect to 
the promises then made. He has not replied 
to the queries which I have put to him. 

I baye asked him a definite question and 
I want definite information. He has tried 
to shtiffile. I want him to reply that he is 
going to keep his word and give this man 
the right to stop on his own selection, and 
thus afford him the same consideration as 
he is giving to the Bm·nett settlers. After 
the Minister has replied I will have some 
fl!rther time to deal with the subject if it 
still requires to be debated. The Minister 
has now an opportunity of getting up and 
saying, "You have put a case before me, 
and I will see that this man carries on on 
his own block." 

::\Ir. GODFREY lVIORGAK (,>Iurilla) [8.12 
p.m.] : I desire to congratulate the Leader 
cf the Opposition on getting a definite state
ment from the :Minister in regard to this 
settlement. The settlers will be pleased to 
know that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \Ye ha ye 
written probably 100 letters months and 
tnonths ago. 

:VIr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Minister 
writes and writes, but gives no relief to tho 
settlers, who are getting poorer and poorer. 
At any rate the settlers will thank the Leader 
of the Opposition for having obtained a 
definite 'tatPment from the Minister that he 
intends to do son1ething. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: \Ye paid 
back to the railwaymen their superannuation 
contributions. 

Mr. GODFREY lVIORGA~: Yes, but tho 
Gonernment should not have had to pay 
back those contributions, for the GoYernment 
should h11ve continued the superannuation 
scheme and giYen the railwaymen that to 
which thev were entitled. Instead of that 
they robbed the poor unfortuuato railway
man \Yho retires of £110 a year, and now 
compel him to apply for the old-ago pension. 

The TEMPORARY CI-IAIRlVI),N: Order ' 
The hon. n1Prnber is not in order in dis
cus~ing that 1natter on ~stin1ates coucerning 
tlw Department of Pubhc Lands. 

J\Ir. GODFREY MORG'AN: I realise that. 
::\Ir. G!edsou, but the Govemment of which 
the hon: · g·eutleman is a nwmber robbed the 
1100r old ~ -i!wayman of something to which 
hr is justly entitled. 

So fm· as this particlllar settlement is con
cerned, it, is no use blaming the present 
'Covernnu;nt or the Moore Governmeut; the 
Go\·cnJmPnt io blanH~ j~ the prcYious Labour 
GoYcrnn1cnt. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC LANDS: Parlia
ment passed the Bill. 

Mr. GODFREY :\I ORGAN: Because the 
hon. gentlen1nn introduces son1e silly mE:asure 
into Parliament. and with the aid of a 
brutal majority getq it pasbed through this 
Chamber, he says that Parliament passed it ; 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: You 
nc,~er voted against it. 

Mr. Mortlan.l 
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Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: The Leader of 
the Opposition proved that the Minister in 
charge of these Estimates made absolutely 
false statements both in regard to the Leader 
of the Opposition and myself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LANDS : He said 
that he would roll the pear over with a 
steamroller. 

:Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The hon. 
gentleman made an absolutely false state
ment m regard to that and it is no use his 
coming fon\ ard with a statement unless he 
can prO\'e it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I did 
prove it, 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: At that time 
rolling the pear was the most economical way 
of dealing with the matter, but that does not 
prove that we opposed the particular Bill. 
We talked in favour of it. I said then that 
if water could be supplied in sufficient quan
tities it would kill the pear, 

~he TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
• ~fr. GODFREY M ORGAN: I realise that 

-#' are now dealing with a different matter, 
but the point I want to rnake is that we 
expect the Minister to be truthful. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC .LAKDS: You are 
the man who told the railwaymen--

The TEJ\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:N: If the rail
waymen had an opportunity to-day of yoting 
on the question of superannuation, they 
would vote in favour of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Yhat 
did you tell the railwaymen~-

The TEJ\fPOR.-\RY CHAIRMA:\f: Order! 
I ask the Minister not to interject on irre
levant matters. IY e are dealing with the 
Department of Public Lands, but may haYe 
an opportunity of de a ling later with tlw 
railways. 

11r. GODFREY MORGAN: I have no 
desire to be drawn off the track, but 011 

another point I think the Minister should 
explain his statement regarding new land 
settlement. I think I can challenge the hon. 
gentleman with regard to new land settle
ment--

The SECRETARY FOR PTIBLIC LAXDS: can-
not accept your challenge. You are not 
playing the game. 

A Gon:RX}JEXT ::YIE}JBER: He rings in. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. GODFREY ::YIORGA:\f: If I ewr lose 
ahvays pay. 
The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: With 

the railwayznen you never paid. 

:\lr. GODFREY MORGAl\: I do not oftc" 
Jose, but I ah~ays pay. I want to challenge 
the Minister in regard to what he terms 
new land settlement. All land suitable for 
occupation ha~ been 11ut into use. In rnany 
ca'-c:.; land wa.-:. held under occupation licenses 
or leases and was evc'ntuallv resumed bv the 
{_-~overnnH1 1Jt and open eel~ up for (;loser 
SPttlement. There might bc> a block of land 
comprising 25,000 acres held under an occu
pation license or lease, and when the time 
expired the holder of that license or lease 
would be allowed to take up 5,000 acre3 
and the other 20,000 acres would be taken up 
lw four new ··ettlers. Does the J\IinistN 
term that new land settlement, or does he 
not'· If the J\1inister terms that new lanrl 

[]Jr. JJJorgan. 

settlement then e\·erv bit of land that has 
bN•n settled during 'the past ten ur tv·0lve 
years comes within that category. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I ccept 
the Land Administration Board's dcf1nition. 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: This i, the 
report drawn up by the Land Aclministr>ttion 
Board. The heading is •· New Land Settle
ment," and it gives the figures relating to 
the amount of land settled under diff,•rc'llt 
tenures. I quoted these figures because they 
were prepared by the Land Administration 
Board and I take them -to be correct. The 
:Vlinister comes along with another 'J t of 
fio·ure~ 

~The,. SECRETARY FOR l''GBLIC LAKDS: Also 
prepared by the Land Administration Board. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: These are the 
Land Administration Board figures ue!Jcr 
the heading "New Land Settlement.'' \\'hat 
rnore does the Minister want? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: i{PLJJ. 
tl1e qualifying paragraph . 

:\lr. GODFREY MORGA:-.l: 
'' :\1ost of the grazing and mixeu brm

ing settlement was new land settiement
brought about by the process of subdiYi
~Ion and devclornne11t. :, 

That is what I said all along; most of tlw 
new land settlement was made up of land 
which was at one time held under ditfn<:nt 
tenure,. All the land settled within rc<:cnt 
years comprises land that was at one ti1r1e 
held under different tenures, and whet: 1 be 
leases expired it \Vas thrown open for ·;~o~ei~ 
'ett lement, and that land is termed be- the 
hoard "~ew Land Settlement." It- doPs 
11ot con1pri~e land that \Yas unoccupicJ pre~ 
Yionslv. There is onlv a small amount' of 
land in Queensland-a~ the Minister st.cJ I ,,j 
-land not worth "tuppence ''-that at 
present is not being used ln f:orne form or 
other. Perhaps selection of mountainous 
land which was not previously settled would 
come under the term '· New Land :Settle
ment." If that land which is being opened 
up for settlement had never been previously 
leased the Minister would be justified in 
including it under the heading of '• Kew 
Land Settlement." I claim that evrt bit 
of thi"' la,nd comes within tl1e ('at1 .:..,o.:· ot 
.. New Land Settlement" in accordance 
with the report of the Land Administl·,_d ion 
Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR P-cHLTC LA.:\'l)S: -•• -:ut 
condasion do you con1e to? 

:'dr. GODFREY MOHGAN: The co:~clu
,ion that I come to is that the _}lir;isteJ· 
dPoired to mislead this Chamber when he 
brought figures which were not ir1 a{' ·onl
<t!JC'e with this report. Dmi11g the Moon• 
t;OYcnunent's tern1 <'crtain lease.:;; expired, 
aucl in other cases the Governlllent tn<ldP. 
tt'rnb with those lH~ople vvhoo:;e lea.~e.) had 
11or ('xpirPd with a Yie\v to ut]li~1Hg that 
land for doscr settlement in ihc· "' ar of 
gra1.i11g fanns Ol' }JOrnesteads. 
pa~toral holdings were rt'2UU!Pd. \fe 
~-~·l'_Y good ternL:; 1vith the original ln-::-: 1'0" 

of these properties. \Ye agreed as tc• tli12 
ainount of land the les;::ees \\·ould take· _.:J.ud 
the amount to be resun1ed bv t1H' UoYPl'll

mcnt. These lands were not actually Ojll,llCd 
for settlement until after the Moore Gm·ern
ment went out of po\ver. The Srcn:tary 
for Public Lands claims credit for all the 
land OJlcned during that period. He gi,·n 
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no cn;dit to the Government that mat.k it 
po"ible for those lands to be resumed. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order~ 
The non. member must confine his remarks 
to the vote under discussion. 

M~. GODFREY MORGAN : The vote 
pertains to land of any description. This 
,-ore is no different from the Chief Office 
vor •. :. under which we could talk on land 
;.ettlement generally. This is the District 
Offices vote, and deals with all matters of 
land •cttlement. 

Th TEMPORARY CHAIRMA:l\: Order! 
Following precedent the general policy of 
thP Department of Public Lands was dis
cu"ed on the Chief Office vote. The 
Distric-t Offices vote is confined to land 
<·OJtlJJ'i"ioners and land agents. Those are 
tlH' r.lla.ttcrs that ruust b0 dealt with under 
tl1i- - "re, unless the hon. member can show 
he i, <:Onnecting up his remarks with land 
f-Cttlt Y!h_'llt. 

:\1r. GODFREY MORGA"'<: I have been 
dealing with land settlement all aloncr. I 
h,aye been pointing -;mt how the p1~sent 
C.o,-c•rnment have claimed the credit that 
was due to the Moore Government. Credit 
shonld be given whPre credit is due. I rlo 
llOt u,ind the Minister having all the r-rpdit 
lw _i, mtitled to. lmt I do object to his 
takmg credit for the land resumed bv the 
Moorc Government. but which did not" hap
pen lo become settled nntil he occupied the 
Ministerial office. 

Th, SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC LA:'\DS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbn-t) [8.25 p.m.]: Then' 
is one point raised b,- the hon. member for 
Muri~Ja to w~ich I ;vish to reply immedi
atelY. I desire to give the land rm·enue 
for the three years of the term of the :\Toorc 
Go,-~nm~ent _and the two years of the prc
S('llt Aammistration. The figures <ll'P a-' 
follow":-

1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 

£ 
1,099.136 
1,098,633 
1,049,871 

Tlw ~~resent Gon:-rn1nent then cmne into 
powr-r and the l'C'VC'JllH':;; arc as follovvs :--

1932-33 
1933-34 

£ 
1,048,808 
1,141,020 

It :--lhnlid be noted that when we can1e jnto 
pcnY>::r \Ve granted not only the san1c con
<.:t'~"'ions to ~ettlers but also n1ade furtlwr 
<'Xtf'mions. Surely tlwse fig-ures prove that 
there has been additional :and settlement. 

C,k GODFREY MOIWA_:\' (Murillu) [8.29 
p.!!l.:; ~ dcs1rc to H'plv 111 regard to the 
f'tatf'H1f'Ht made Lv thP Seeretarv for Public 
Lands. The hon. 'gentleman knows pcrfectlv 
well that in lllV own electorate several 
n1iJ1icn acres of !fu1d \YCrP held under occu
p~tion i_lcense at a rental of 10s. a ,:;quare 
mile. Tl1at land was suitable for closer 
settlement and the• Moore Government 
decid• cl to resunw it and open it for selee
t~on. That land has been opened for selec
tion. 

The i:JECRETARY FOR PLBLIC LAXDS: vYe had 
to cury on with your concessions. 

:\!r. GODFREY MOHC:A"'<: The Govcrn
nwnt iJJclude in the r<'venue the sun·er fees 
from that land, some of which have' been 

paid twice and three times over. When deal
ing with the thousands of blocks of land 
opened in my electorate, the Government 
received the whole of the survev fees on that 
land which, in some cases, amounted to £40 
a bl~ck. Whereas this land was returning 
10•. or 15s. a square mile, under the new 
settlement conditions the Government 
received at the rate- of anything up to £4 
a square mile. That accounts for the extra 
reYenue received. The Moore Government 
were responsible for the resumption and 
opening up of that land. 

Mr. FOLEY (Tormanby) [8.30 p.m.]: It 
is quite evident from the attitude adopted 
bv hon. members opposite that thev are 
determined to give no credit whatever to 
the Labour Administration for anything 
that thev may have clone. 'fhey are pre
pared to. spcit ·hairs in connection with prac
ticallv evcrv fact submitted by the Minister 
durii1g this debate. 'fhey are not even 
prepared to admit the true position in c-;:m
nection with the Lpper Burnett and Oallrde 
settlement scheme. Even the ex-Secretary 
for Public Lands, who held oflice in the 
Moor€' Government, has endeavoured to 
'· g-et from under" in connection with the 
r<'port of the Land Administration Board 
on this area by stating that during the 
time that he was in Ministerial control he did 
enrything he possibly could to assist the 
settlers in this area. It has been suggested 
as a reason why nothing could be done that 
the areas were designed in blocks that were 
too small, and consequently the error could 
not be rectified. As the representative of 
thi,; district for the past two and a-half 
years. I have come, in contact with many 
of the settlers in the district, and whilst. 
I admit that from conversations with the 
settlers I am convince-d that some of the 
blocb. particularly in the forest countr:.-. 
were too small, still it is the firm opinion 
of the settlers, based on practical experie'?ce. 
that given good seasons with fan prices 
tlw land is capable of providing them with 
a ,-ery fine return. During the embryonic 
stage of the settlement the settlers did 
exc-eptionally well. They enjoyed good sea
som. and a stabilised price was frxed for 
cotton, which was their main product. Fol
lowing the wise policy adopted b}' the> 
FPderal Labour Government in prohibiting 
the unfair intrusion of foreign yarns into 
Amtralia a stabilised price of 5d. a lb. 
wa::: guaranteed to the gro,vers. There was 
then a rcadv market in Australia for all 
the cotton produced in the Commonwealth, 
including the crop from this State. These 
men arc satisfied that given good seasons 
and similar stabilised conditions they can 
t'arn a very fine return, but, unfortunatel~'· 
someone commenced to tinker with the price 
with yery serious results to the industry. 
This intcerference, together with three con
secutive bad seasons, had the result of bring
ing about a crisis in the industry. The men 
had been settled on the land during a 
ccuple of good vears, they had reinvested 
their returns froi;l the sale of cotton during 
that pniod in further improvements, but 
irmnecliateh· tlrev were struck with threP 
consecutive' bad 'vears. In the face of all 
these adverse circumstances it appeared to 
the settlers that the capital value of their 
undertakings was far too high, in view of 
the risk that had to be undertaken. and it 
became necessary to reduce the capital valuf' 
of their properties. It also became apparent 
that the cost of providing water facicitics 

Mr. Foley.] 
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on the settlement was far too high. Repre
sentations were made in the proper quarter, 
and a request was made for a thorough 
investigation into the settlement with a view 
of determining definitely whether their 
views on the question were correct. The 
Labour Government requested the Land 
Administration Board to make a thorough 
investigation into the whole ot the points 
raised by the settlers, but, unfortunately, 
the Labour Government were defeated at 
the polls, and the Moore Government were 
returned to power. The report by the Land 
Administration Board, which then consisted 
of Messrs. Payne, Melville, and Power, was 
handed to the new Minister, now the hon. 
nwmber for Cunninghan1, who was in charge 
of the department. If the contentions of 
hon. members opposite now are conect, that 
the settlement was wrongly designed in the 
first place, they were given an opportunity 
to rectify the errors in accordance with 
the recommendations contained in the 
report submitted t0 them. \Yhat "·as done'! 
The present Minister has pointed out that 
a pactry £3,000 was written-off the capital 
value of the undertaking and for other pur
po~Ps. which would amount to a few shillings 
per settler, or very little more. That is all 
th" relief they received from the :'\Ioore 
Admi11istration. Had the matter been pro
perly handled in accordance with the recom
nwndatiorh of the board when the ::Yloore 
Gon'rmnent wore in po>'.er we should not 
now be faced with the job of clcanine- up 
tlw n1ess, as it is described by the Minister. 

Mr. SPARKICS: They should never have been 
settled there in the first p1ace. 

:Ylr. FOLEY: That is a matter of opinion. 
One has only to visit JYionto, Biloela, 'l'han
gool, and the Dawson Vallev to refutP the 
suggestion contained in the interjection. 'The 
fact rcmams that originally all this land 
was held by landholders of the squatter type, 
\vho ran a few head of stock upon it. 'What 
5le "~e find there to-day? 

:\fr. SPARKES : You will finti a, lot of 
staning settlers. 

2\lr. FOLEY: \Ve find that a railway 
S!~stem has opened u"} the whole district, 
and that where previously there were a 
paltry 350 people, there are now two or 
three prosperous towns in the Biloela dis
trict alone. Let the hon. member go to 
::\Ionto. Thangool, and Biloela and tell the 
people that the land is not suited for the 
purpose for which they are using it. Further, 
if the hon. member cares to look up the 
.. Central Telegraph," Riloela, be will dis
co,·er that 2,000 tons of cotton were railed 
from Riloela to the Brisbane ginnPry. If 
he inquire' of Thangool, Callide, J ambin, 
and other little settlements along the 
Callidc Vallev railwav he will find that 
additional large consigrunents of cotton were 
railed to Brisbane. Then let him go OYer 
the 1·angc to Monto, in the Lpper Bnrnett 
district. and he will find a thriving popula
tion at work in the cotton and dairying 
indnstries, rtnd general prosperity prevailing 
wh€'11 COH!parati\·e1y good ~ea~on::: <.ll'P 0XJlC'ri
Pnccd. A good sca~on cannot bP guarant :>£>d 
every year, but the settlers consider that 
\vith a reasonable rainfall, and an average 
n1nnber of good seasons over a period of 
''ears, they will eventually win from that 
land a good living. L.:nfortunately, the 
settlement had a severe knock Lack 
with three successiYc bad seasons, but 

fMr. Poley. 

a succession of bad seasons like that may 
nevel' happen again. 

The settlers have not had a chance to 
develop mixed farming as they original!, 
intended. As time proceeds they will uot 
depend on the growing of cotton alone. It 
takes time to clear and improve the land 
and thus create assets to enable advances to 
be obtained to engage in mixed farming. 
When the settlement reaches that stage of 
dcyelopment it will be just the opposite 
of what the hon. member for Dalby sug
gests. He will then find that the population 
in the district will thrive, and that thou
sands will make a very good living, whereas 
originally this land carried only a few 
people. The Government intend to clean up 
the mess in this settlement. The Leader of 
the Opposition likes his little jokf' occa,ion
allv. He has endeavoured to make ,ome 
of' us believe that his attack to-night has 
been responsible for forcing t~e hands of the 
Minister. As the representatiVe of the dis
trict, in conjunction with my colleague from 
oYer tht-~ ran ere, the hon. member for Port 
Curtis I hav~ been att0nding to this subject 
for so;ne time. \\'e have known that this 
legislation was being prepared and tbat it 
will be presented to Parliament bdoro the 
sf'ssion doses. It could not haYo bePn pre
scntf'd to Padia1ncnt carllcJ·, as rl1(- (·om
tnittcf' of ir:quiry had to Itlflkr it-:. in\'(', -·:··::1-

tions and report. After that report \VaS 
prcsPnted the Land Administration Board 
sought a further report on oth!'r ph'1'PS of 
the C{Hc~tion. It \\·as then dee:Hled tn take 
certain action. \Yhcn that cour=--c v 1.., au
nouncPd the settlers, through their ]or: l pro
ducers' associations in the district, pro
tPsterl ao-o inst having to appeal to the Land 
Court i~1 order to get their difficulties 
remoYPd. It was decided to drop that method 
of adjusting difficultiec; and to use a more 
direct method. that is, to handle the mattc1· 
so that the Government will haYe full res]10n
c,ibilitv. and will be able to give some 
mater.ial relief to those settlers '"ho are in 
need of it. Those arc the facts. The 
Leader of the Opposition may say that :ve 
are fond of pron1ising, but here is a ~tnk
ing instance whore action has been taken 
as rpouested bv the settlcn. I hope that 
"-hen 'the aprn:opriate legislation is intro
duced the Opposition will stand four-square 
behind the Minister in confcrrmg the powers 
bv which relief can be given. 

Mr. XIMMO (O:rl:y) [8.45 p.m.l: I vccog·
nise that this is a Yery important >1:·PyFt
n1ent. and that a Yf'ry graYe rcspon ibtllt:v 
rest' upon the 2\Iinistn. especia 11,, a.' CJnlv 
4 per cr•nt. of the lands of QuccmlaJlr< hav-0 
been alic·1atcd. 

I ronsidcr that the land ron11nis:-'iOllf'l'S 
:-,hould be giYcn greater control in .l'Pgarcl 
to stock rotlte'·, as was done under th late 
GovermnPnt. The stock routes a re th< most 
neglected pieces of land in the State. a1:d it 
should be the duty of the land comrntsswners 
to atte-nd to that work. GalYanisccl burr Js 
sprt'~_tding at an alarn1ing rate ~n QuPf'll~
land. Pricklv-pcar has been eradicated. but 
we have this" department sitting down anrl 
a 1!owing that burr to grow in the western 
districts of Queensland without any a.tr0mpt 
being made to stem its advance. 

::\lr. \YILLLUIS: \\'hen \\'ere you last <>ll the 
stock routes? 

:Yir. :\fiM::\10: Last March. I have bPen 
on stock routes quite a nun1ber of time-.:, and 
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I have been astonished to find that the 
Minister in charge of this department is 
making no effort to deal with the matter. 
The district improvement boards. of which 
the land cornmissioners were chairmen. \Vere 
abolished by the prP,ent Government, and 
that action has intensified the trouble 
throughout Queensland. An immediate prob
lem faces us of eradicating the pest to which 
I have referred. In manv cases stock routes 
are eaten out by straying stock. and in their 
neglected condition become fertile breeding 
grounds for noxious woods. The Minister is 
lacking in the discharge of his duty in not 
taking action to remedy the position. We 
know the wonderful work that was done bv 
the district improvement boards under the 
chairmanship of the various land commis
sioners; vet tlwse boards were abolished bv 
t lw present Government. · 

l\o encouragement is ~-iven by land com
missioners for people to keep their country 
clean. and we have the spectacle of a man 
with clean country paying 5() per cent. more 
rent than his neighbours who have neglected 
properties. No reward is given in Queens
land to those people who keep their countrv 
clean and do not overstock. " 

The SECRETARY FOR l'UBLIC' LAXD~: That 
is a condition of selection. 

Mr. NIMMO : But that condition of selec
tion is not enforced. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS: That 
i, a reflection on the Land Administration 
Board. 

1lr. NIMMO: I p~rticularly saw one pro
perty m the CharleVJile area where the rent 
was 4bd. an acre; yet exactly similar land 
adjoining on both sides had a rental of onlv 
3d. an acre. The carrying capacity of the 
one was greater than the other two because 
it bad been kept clean. ' 

The Minister stated that tbe Moorc 
GoYNnment did nothing for tlw settlers on 
Cecil Plains and Jimbom·; but I would 
remind the hon. gentleman that the 11oore 
GoYen1n1ent gave the land cornn1issioners 
]10\\ er to report on these matters. as a result 
of which the settlers on Cecil ·Plains and 
Jimbour were gin,n relief. If the Minister 
is honest, he will admit that he acted on 
the report of the La11cl. Administration Board 
&pnt nut by the Moore Gov2rnn1cnt. 

The SECRETARY FOH l'l:BLIC L.\XIlS: There 
lWYt' been no rolnp]ainb about what we haYe 
do11c. 

1\lr. NI1Vl1Vl0: D .C'alH' the hem. gentleman 
adopted the recoHJruPndation of the hoanl 
conuui~;;:ioned by thl' ~Ioore GoYennllL'llt to 
1uakt~ an inquiry. 

TJ", SECRETAHY FOH I'cBI.ll' L\:\DS: \\"e did 
thr job properly. 

Mr. ND.Il\10: Tl>c Mini't"r knmYs YCrY 
\n•1l f -~ artPd on t hP rctJOl't of the boa ref. 
\Ye ,. ill gin' the :\Iit:i,ter neclit for wlt~t 
lw ittl': done, but lPt him g·ine credit to thA 
l\Joo:e GoYernm'•nt fot· its nrhon i11 th:-1t 
reg-ard. 

I ( Jn~icler that land con1Jlli3sioner~ shoulrl 
han' more powPr in regard to adYancing 
1noney for rural deYelopnH•nt. 

The TE:VIPORAH.Y CHAIRMAN: Order: 
Tlte hon. membe>r will not be in order in 
-spC'rtklng on rural deYe1oprnent. 

:\Ir. )II:\1MO: Verv well. :\Ir. Chairman 
I will •not proceed. further along thos~ 

li ne3. 1\\'0 of the greatc,,.,t tragedie:;; 
that have e\·er taken place in Queensland 
occurred in regard to the Upper Burnett 
ancl Callide Vallev settlement and !he 
ThcodGre irrigation" settlement. There 1' 

no doubt the settlers in those areas were 
'· 'old a pup." They were induced to take 
up lands b;v the glowing promises held out 
to then1. There was to be an irrigation 
scheme at Theodore that wtts to be second 
to none in Australia. The settlers were to 
1le proYided \Vith water, and receiYe f~vcry 
encouragerncnt; they were giYen to under
stand that they would be coming to almmt 
a paradise. People from the soutbern Stale; 
sper;t larg·e sums of money on hlocks of land 
a ntl the promises made to them were never 
carried <mt. The size of their areas of land 
hayc Lecn increased from time to tinH'. The 
pre~ent ~Iini~ter ha-, given additional cou
ces::-;ion~ to those giYen by the past GoYnrn
mem: yet it is doubtful whether thos< 
'ett!Pro 'will be able to make good. The 
Labour Goyernment \Yho were responsible for 
those people settling on that land desene 
tlw condemnation of this Chamber. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PcBLIC LAXD:i: Parli 1 

rnent pased the Bill. 

:\It-. ::\IM:YIO: The Bill was pa"ecl with 
a brutal majority which the Goyernnwnt 
had. The Opposition had no sHy in thP 
n1attor. The GoYernnlPnt never li~tened to 
any arguments put forward by hon. rnf!lnl.Jcr:;; 
on this side of the Chamber. The :Minister 
'"'" ad,·ised at the time that the irrigation 
SChPlll8 WUS irupractica ble. rrhat scherne ha-; 
co't Queensland £1,900.000, and if tho 
iuterest were capitalised the loss shown wonld 
be greater. 
Th~ :\Iinister clain1ed that a gTeater 

aniount lvacl been recciYed last vear b\ \Ya v 
of re,·enuc by his department than' en:,. 
before. He is hardh st,ating th>' fact> 
bct:ause the big increases in revenue t(J 
which he referred were due to the paynwnt 
of arrears by sPttlers owing to the increascn 
pricP:., they reteiYed for their wool: yet th~::· 
Minl:-;ter sav,:;; that in('reased n \-en;_re w~t-. 
due to incrc~ased selection. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PcBLIC LAXllf': I :p:oteci 
figure~ coYering six years. 

Mr. KI:\1:\IO: I know the hem. g-Pntle:nw 
did, but la~t vear \Yas thn vear hC took t lu• 
credit fol". a1\d incrc~"~'3ed ~reYcnue in then 
~-ear was due tu increase in wool prirc.". 

I c·on,ider that the method of land ee'cct'on 
in (Jueensland i~ ycry un:-.ati:;factory and 
tend" to cause• gan1bling in land. 

A GOYERX11EXT :\IE11BER: You trice! to 
dray· a block of land. 

'\lr. :--;Ii\BIO: I triecl to dmw a Llock of 
land for ta yonna· tnan IYhom I wanted to 
gi\·1' a ~tart 'on the land. Under th0 pre~cnt 
s;,~t 'nl in. opcrat_ion any ~ indi\'i~1ual. ':';l!o 
itll'Pady holrb a btg area or land Is: eltg~tJH-' 
to participate in the ballot. The land should 
hf' uncle a\·dilab1e to landleos rneu. but i11 
tlw Ina,iorit.v of casPs the people wh;, dra\\ 
dte block"' at'•? a~ n·ad.v landholdcrs. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR PI!BLIC LAKTJS: We ln ,.,, 
x:ot alte-red the ~ysten1 that was in op0ration 
when yonl' GoYerntnent wero in power. 

1\Ir. :\'IMl\IO: I do not know what ha., 
bel'Il done, but I say the system in operation 
ts not a proper one. At the present tJme 
one ballot a month takes place. During the 
pa-,t twelve months, in respect of which the 

Mr. Nimmo.] 
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::Vlinister takPs grPa.t credit for making antil
ablc large a re as for selection, we find that 
only tw<>nty-three blocks of grazing land have 
been made availabl<>, and there were over 
5.000 applicants for that land. Is that settling 
people on the land? Only twenty-three 
settlers were put on sheep land in Queens
land during the past financial year, and 
of those twentv-three the majority were 
already big hofders of sheep land. I do 
not consider the Minister can take any 
credit for land settlement in that 0ase. 

I should like to refer to the matter of 
agents throughout Queensland being allowed 
to collect large fees from people desirous 
of participating in land ballots. I know 
that the Labour Government desire to create 
a big advertisement and make out that 
there are great numbers of people applying 
for land. As a matter of fact, these agents 
are procpeding round the country and get· 
ting people to become applicants with the 
object of collecting the fee of £1 ls. that 
has to be lodged with the a11pliration. 
I would :::n~g-e'-t that <tpp1icant;;; he allowPd 
to lodgP their applications at a head 
office m any district office, together with 
the necc-,ar~; cleposit. Such application 
would be received hv the district office 
and fonvarrlPd to tl)e centre conccrnccl, 
the officer receiving the applieation to notify 
t11c connui:-;sioner of the district '''here 
the land IS oppned. If the applicant's 
forms arc in order, hP should be included 
in the ballot for portions applied for. Appli
'ations should be in the hands of the land 
agent at the opening time, a fee of 6d. or 
Is. to be paid by applicants to defray 
po~tage or. ·where ncccbsary on account of 
limited time, for telegram. In this latter 
condition the department would probably 
:;.h(rw a small profit or revenue. becan8e 
wmrtimcs it would be possible to include 
a rnunber of applications in one con1n1unica
rio11, such as happens in cases of P:xchangc 
on ch0ques. On aceount of odds there are 
"'"''imt applicants this suggestion would 
srl\-e them over a period an amount that 
could be better utilised in developing and 
.-tacking- than in pa-ying agents' fees. Some 
applicants have balloted for years. There 
are m.any, comparatively poor people, with 
r;reat experience of the land. who have 
lwen balloting for years, and who have spent 
f>-om £50 to £100 in fees to commission 
agt1 nt~. jn an endeavour to get a plcco of 
land. This has happened since the Labour 
GoYernment han- been in power. These 
nJI'n require that money in order to help in 
rl>e development of the land, if they get it, 
'et the Minister makes no effort to allow 
Hlch people to lodge their application at the 
nearest lands office to where thev reside. 
He obtains a profit from their efforts to 
'ceurp land. I hope that the Secretary 
for Public Lands will really do something 
tmYards the developing of land in Queens
land. He has the power to do <rrcat work 
for this State. c 

I contPnd that the Sub-Department of Irri
g·ation and \Vater Supply is not--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAX: Order! 
That sub-department is the subject of 
another vote. 

:\Ir. Xl:\BIO: I eontcmrl that the land 
con11nis:;.ioner ~hould be given pOW('r to 
make land available for men who are land
less. ::Vlany of our unemployed men could 
be absorbed in this direction if the Minis
ter were sympathetic in his endeavours to 

[Mr. Nirnrno. 

help these unfortunate people who are 
anxious to settle on the land and thus pro
Yide for their families some means of 
sustenance. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L.\'\Dt' 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [8.58 p.m.]: I 
listened very carefully to the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat regarding the 
question of land ballots. It is rather inter
esting to note his endeavours to overhaul 
the condition regarding the land ballot. I 
have here a report in connection with the 
Malvern Hills land, in the Blackall dr.<triet. 

At 8.59 p.m., 
Mr. W. T. Knw resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L \NDS: 
The report reads:-

" On the 6th ultimo, portion 3, l' a ri sh 
of Gran by, in area 17,745 acres, '"'" 
opened for grazing farm selection ,c,t an 
annual rent of 2ld. per acre, or a, total 
annual rent of £203 6s, 7d. 

'' On the same date, portion l, parish 
of Maindample, in area, 22.220 acres, was 
opened for grazing homestead selection 
at an annual rent of 4d. per acre, or a, 
total annual rent of £370 6s. 8d. 

" It will be seen that the combined 
a rea of the portions is 39.965 acre, and 
the combined annual rent £573 13s .. 3cl. 

" Section 52 of the Land Acts pro,:!des 
that no person shall apply for or hold 
a grazing selection or Hc1oction..:- ex _·t·cd
ing a, total area of 30,000 acres. the 
rent of which, as fixed by the l\1ini-ter 
for the first period of the lease or l<':bcs, 
exceeds m the aggrogaie £400 per 
annurn. 
"~o person \vas legally eligible, there

fore, to apply for both portion.; 1 and 
3 abo,-ementioned. 

· · The following . applications, ·",part 
from applications by other pe,·sons, were 
lodged for thf' portions:-

X umber of I v . .~pplication. ,,amc of Applicant . 

----~-- ~--------

:For portion 1, Parish of l\{aindampt\ 

.7920 Richanl DaYiPs Grahanumd Thoma:--; 
Xinuno, as tenants in eem:lln!l, 
equal interests. 

J9~1 Richard DaviPs Graham awl T:t:\Ta. 
1fargaret Nirmno (spinst('r). as 
tenants in common, cqmd intcr
c~ts. . 

. J922 Thomas Nilnn10 and Thyra 1fa.rgarPt 

Jl791 

Jl'i"9::: 

Jl/98 

J1808 

Nirmno (spinstrr), as tcn:1ut:-:. in 
common, equal interest::;. 

For Portion 3, Parish of Gmnbr
Riehard Davics Grahmn and Tlt1ll!li.l.S 

N"immo, as tenant.; in commqu, 
equal interests. 

Richard Davies Graham and Th)Ta 
J\fargaret ~immo (spinstr r). as 
tenants in cmnrnon, equal inter
ests. 

Thomas Nimmo and Thyra 1\farg;lrct 
Nirnmo (spin~tPr) as tenant;; in 
common, equal interrsts. 

Yiargaret Nimmo, wifC' of Thomas 
Nimnw. 

" It will be seen from the list just 
given that J'\1r. Nimmo had a half
interest in each of two apphcatwns for 
portion I, and a half-interest in each of 
two applications for portion 3. ~ l1--> 
intere~t in the applications 1'+2,:<, th re:-
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fore, the same as if he had lodged an 
application in his own right for portion 
1, and. in addition, an application in his 
own right for portion 3. 

" The respective interests of Miss 
Nimmo and !Ylr. Graham were similar 
to those of Mr. Nimmo. 

"The land com1nissioner's decisions 
with respect to the applications were as 
follows:-

"Applications Nos. J920, J921, and 
J922 were admitted to the ballot, but 
es the applicants 'vcre not successful in 
drawing the block, their applications 
had to be refused, and were refused 
accordingly. 

"Applications Nos._ J1791, J1792, and 
J1798 wNc not admitted to the ballot 
on the ground that the applicants, in 
each case, had also applied for portion 
1. parish of Maindample. Applications 
I\os. J1791, J1792, and J1798 were 
aecordingly refused. 

" Application No. J1868 was admitted 
to the ballot, but the applicant was not 
...... UCl.;es;;.ful and the applicatiou \Ya.-; thf'n:
upon refLised. 

"'In view of the restriction imposed by 
u•ctwn 52 above referred to, preventing 
any one pPrson not only from holding 
hut also from a pp lying for grazing selec
tions exceeding a total area of 30 000 
acres and having a total annual rent of 
more than £400, the commissioner would 
have acted legally if he had refused the 
whole six applications in which Mr. 
:\'immo, Miss Nimmo. and Mr. Graham 
were interested and riOt allowed anv of 
such applications to go to the ballot.;' 

:\Jr. MooRE: There is nothing in that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There i' only this: an hon. member com
!>lains about the nwthod of be lloting and the 
>elf·seme individual attempts to go- to ballot 
by trying to do something which \\'as not 
legal. 

;\lr. MooRE: It was legal enough. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC LAXDS: 
It was not legal. 

:\Jr. R. :'vl. Knw : \Vho said it was not 
1c·f!a1 ·: 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The land commissioner points out the section 
,,£ the A et that preYcnts it. 

:\Jr. R. }1. KING: Who said it \Yas not 
legal? 

The SECRETARY FOH. FCBLW LAXDS: 
\Ye say it \Ya.s not legal. 

:\Jr. R }[. Knw: But who are you? 

The SECRETAH.Y FC;R PUBLIC LANDS: 
We are the people who decide. If the 
learned gentleman of the law was engaged 
by the gPntleman concerned then he could 
~how \Yht're he stands. It amuses 1ne to know 
that an hon. member will get up in this 
Chamber and complain about the pre·ent 
method of balloting and at the 'ame time 
do a wrong thing himself. There we have 
hon. members doing something about which 
they complain to the Government the law 
allows. The position is that if there i' anv 
~hortage of land jn Qu0en~dand the re-·~po~
sibilit_v 1s on the Moore GoYernment, 
because thcv gr·anted an extension of 
r··.,es over 13,000,000 acres and therebv 

deprived the boys of Queensland of thci~-

undoubted birthright. I do not care what 
is said about the conditions that exi;ted 
at that time; it cannot justify what was 
done. On the hustings eyery member of this 
party protested, as we still protest, aga in_st 
the action of the Moore Government 111 
granting an extension of leases over 13.000,000 
acres. It was a wrong thing for any Govern
ment to do. Members of the hon. gentle
man's own party complain about the present 
method of land ballots. The worst feature 
about it-ther'e is no doubt that anybody can 
infer what was in it-the graziers got the 
grant just on the eve of an electio'.' when 
the late Government were really gomg out 
of power. 

Mr. MoORE: It was not; it was in 1931. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Opposition are very prone to throw 
insinuations across this Chamber about 
various matters, but here the grazing people 
of Queensland had 13,000,000 acres of the 
best land of Queensland given to them on a 
shoYel on the eYe of an election. The infer
ence is there. 

Mr. Moom:: I would <>xpect that 'ort of 
thing from a rnind like ::our . .::. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC L\SDS: 
\\'hat wonderful peoplE', how honourable and 
eYer.vthing else ' Just on _the eve of an 
election the people who are mterested prob
ably in putting them there ~re giYen 
13.000.000 acres of the best land 111 Queens
land. They had no right whatcYCl" to do 
that. · 

:VIr. Moom:: Of course we had. 
The SECRETARY FOH. PL:BLIC L\:'\Di:i: 

Thev should not have done it. Now v>e haYe 
a hon. member of the same party, a man 
\vho did sonwthing that was certain!;.· illeg·al, 
and knew that it was illegal, because rt was 
ruled out, g-etting up and blaming thi, Uo
ycrnnlcnt because there 1s not enough land 
for settlement. That is \Yhy there is not 
('Dough land-because the l\1o~rc GoYe~u1nent 
g-aye the hig squatters of Queensland. JUSt on 
fhc eYe of an election, that immense quantity 
of land \Yhirh would haYe been sufficient to 
settle the c·otmg people in the \Yest about 
whom the hon. member professes to he con
cernrcl. 

vYith rqarcl to the lodging of applic ationo 
for land ballots. as c>Yervbod:· kt'"'"·', the 
Public Curator handles those applicatiou; 
for a fee of 10s. 6d. There is no need for 
anyone to pa:v .~ny n1ore .. The _hon. H1t'l}1~Jer 
\Ya:;; eonccrn0d ~n connection \Vlth son1eL11ng 
which wa.s wrong, because he had no right 
to rnake this application) as the la\v did i10t 

permit. it.. As a llll1rnber of Parliawent he 
dcliberat0lv did ~ornething wbich was v;rong, 
and then ~ ln addition to doing sonlPLniug 
wrong. charged this Government \Yi~h nut 
baYing enough land available for setde· 
ment and with not doing their job proper!_,, 

It is just as well that the people should 
know that on the eve of an electJO!l tbr> 
JVIooro GoYernment gave an extension of 
leases to their pastoral friends. 

J\1r. C\IMMO (Oxlev) [9.7 p.m.]: I have 
heard many reports ·concerning the Secre
tarv for Public Lands. I ha\'C heard people 
say~ that ho is the lowest of the low--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member to confine his remarks 
to the subject. otherwise I will ask him to 
re,,umc his seat. 

llir. Nimmo.] 
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Mr. 'I'VATERS : I rise to a point of order 
Mr. King. The remarks of the hon. membe;. 
for Oxley in relation to the Secretary for 
Public Lands are offensive to me person
ally, and I ask that he be made to withd1·aw 
them and apologise 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAJ'\ : Order ! 
I a<k the hon. member for Oxlev to withdraw 
the remarks he made. • 

Mr. ).i'IMMO: I withdraw. The Minister 
deliberately brought that report into thi' 
qornrn!tt.ee and had it in his possession 
lll th1s Chamber before I cYen spoke. 
The action of the Minister shows that 
he intended to bring that matter for
ward. \Ve will ~f'e if 1 herP 1s anv
thing in the whole matter. These two bloeL 
of land were available for settlement in 
the Blackall d~strict. I called at the depart· 
ment and mqmred how they could be applied 
for. l was told that I could apph for a half 
lllt<'rest m each block Onlv two blocks 
wen• opened. It is a moot tlDint whether 
I lnt "f~ not a cause of action against the 
departlnenr. I do not know whether I was 
of d.lP wrong politiral colour or not but 
tilP "l'l'lication in which I had a.' half 
llltC'J -1 was tbrown out. That :eft rnc 
<:nl~ .applying for onl' block. I applied 
fur 1 tJ_I" bl?ek for a young 1nan \Yho \Vas 
boru 1n th1s Stat.e and i~ endeavouring to 
get "•rrled on the land. I was out to help 
hnu. :-3o far a~ I am concerned l did 
not . participate in anythlug that was uot 
stra1ght and aboveboard. 1 could not have 
drawn from this ballot more than one bloc·k 
hut I an1 entitled as a eitizt'll of thi~ 
State· to hold one block, although I did not 
want, 1t_ f.or my own personal profit at all. 
The Munster quoted a report and held it. 
up e,· if he had made some wonderful 
cliscon•ry. Did the Committee ever hear of 
a man doing a more scurrilous trick than 
that·: The mentality of a man who would 
do a thing like that is beyond my compre
hensiOn. I would not do it to a blackfcllow 
let alone _another hon. member. I have rny 
own orHm_on of the. hon .. gentleman, and, in 
future, . w11! know JUSt m what category to 
place lnm. 

l\Ir. l\lOORE (.4.ubigny) [9.10 p.m.]: The 
suggc"hon of t.he Minister that I take great 
ex~ept:on to IS that we had no right to 
ln·1ng m a Land Act Amendment Act to l':iYe 
the woolgrowers the benefit of the wool 
relief scheme. The people elected u .. to office 
and W• were entitled to introduce whatever 
legislation we thought fit in the best 
mtere·ts of the people as a whole. It is 
tiH' f(reatcst impertinence of any individual, 
\vhct her he be a Minister or not to sa" that 
we had no right to introduce 'that l~gisla
twn. Thc'n the l\1inister made the innuendo 
th'.'t we were paid b:y the united graziers to 
brm7 m thl' lcg1slatwn. The hon. member 
knows perfectly well that the Land Advisorv 
Boa.rcl \Yas appointed by a previous Govern"'. 
ment. That Government charged the board 
wJth authority to go into the whole question 
of the woo.! mdustry bec":uso it was getting 
mto a :cl1sastrous pos1t10n. That board 
brouvht in its report. 

:\Ir. V\'ATERS interjected. 

l\Ir. MOORE: Will you hold vour 
tongue? You never n1ake a ren1ark w"orth 
li,teJCing to, and you are only stupid. 

Mr. \YATERS: You were paid bv the 
g;razins to extend their leases. · 

!}lfr. jYimnw. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA).i': Order~ 
I ask the hou. member for Kch·in Grove 
to cease interjecting. 

Mr. MOORE : The Land Settlement 
Advisory Board was appointed to travel the 
western areas and take evidence. It took 
evidence from hundreds of people and sub
mitted a report. One of the recommenda
tions contained in that report was that leases 
in certain areas should be extended to assist 
the wool industry. The Government of the 
day were not game to put that recommen
dation into operation. 

Mr. FOLEY : Thev did not recommend 
what you actually did. 

Mr. MOORE: Not at that time. but later. 
If it pleases the Minister to rwike sugges
tio11s and innuendoes that. in the ea . ..;e nf q 

national industry, the wool industry, where 
is was absolutely essential that something 
should he done to relieve the position. we 
wore paid by the unfortunate people whom 
we were trying to put in a better position, 
then th'l Minister is welcome to what satis
faction he gets out of it. I do not say 
the hon. member for Normanby would say 
that, but the Minister said it and sug
gested that it was introduced on the eve 
of an election. As a matter of fact, it was 
done in 1931. a!'rl the electio" in Jm"' "'''' 
1932. If any satisfaction can be got by the 
Minister from making assertions of that kind 
we have got to a pretty low ebb in this 
Parliament. If a Government olected by 
the people and given a majority to do what 
it thinks is in the best interests of this 
State, after conference with the Land Admin
istration Board, makes certain recommenda
tions and action is taken to give effect 
thereto, and the suggestion is now madfl that 
improper motives havo actuated the Govern· 
ment, and insinuations are made--

The HO)IE SECRETARY interjected. 

Mr. MOORE: Never mind the hon. gentle
man's suggestions. I know exactly the men
talitv of the hon. gentleman, which is on a 
par ·with that of the Secretarv for Public 
Lands. Unfortunatclv. in this Chamber one 
has to get clown to that state of mentality 
when' any sug-gestion can be made and 
hurled across the Chamber. 'I'Ve have to 
get to the stage where no member is sup
posed to have any honour or decency. lfio
vcrnnwnt dissent.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
I ask the hon. member to confine his rnmarks 
to the vote. 

Mr. MOORE: This matter is under dis
cussion, and I take strong exception to the 
insinuation made by the Secretary for Public 
Lands. That the action we took was justi
fied is known to the hon. gentleman, so 
much so that he has boasted in his own 
report that he has continued the concessions, 
so that he considnrccl they were justifiable. 
If the hon. gentleman did not, was there 
not an opportunity to go into the whole 
question to see if they were not justified? 
If these insinuations have anvthing in them, 
why not have an inquiry? The hon. gentle
man knows the actions we took were justi
fied and that the previous Government rlid 
the right thing; but in an endeavour to get 
political kudos out of it he makes an 
unpleasant and unwarranted suggestion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LAKDS: 1\o! We 
voted against your Bill. 
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Mr. MOORE: I know that. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : .And 

you people talk about the Burnett ! 
Mr. MOORE: I have never made any 

suggestion that the hon. gentleman was 
swayed by any other than honest motives in 
the matter. The Minister has made a sug
gestion concerning the action which the 
previous Government took--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : And 
we still make it and we still believe it. 

Mr. MOORE : Then nothing more is to 
said. If the hon. gentleman, as a Minister 
of the Crown, makes that insinuation and 
innuendo and says he still believes it, then 
I say it is unjustifiable, if they believe it, 
that they do not have an inquiry into it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : W 0 

said it when you brought your Bill in. 

Mr. MOO RE: The hon. gentleman will 
me his shuffiing tactics to get out of his 
statement ! If the hon. gentleman believes 
that insinuation he is not justified in sitting 
down under it. and the people of Queens
land arc ju~tifi(~d in g-etting an inquir.\· into 
the whole matt0r. If the hon. gentleman 
had anv sense of honour and really believed 
that, h.e would insist on an inquiry being 
made. But the hon. gentleman does not 
believe it. For political purposes he tries 
to cast a slur on the previous Government. 
I-Iis own administration has been hopelessly 
inefficient. \Ve have had to force him to 
bring in a Bill for these settlers, and in order 
to e . ..;capc the ignonl~' of that il-:' triPs to 
cast a slur on the previous Administration. 
If, as a Minister of the Crown, tho hon. 
gentleman thinks that is worthy of him 
and that it is good for the Department of 
Public Lands and for the dignity of this 
Parliament, he is welcome to those ideas. 

Item (District Offices) agreed to. 

FORESTRY. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrbut): I mon·-
" That £31,829 be g;re ,,te-e! for ' Fores

try.'" 

I i cm agreed to. 

LA:-lD COURT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAl\DS 
([]on. P. Pease. Hu·bert): l llJOI"e-

" That £3,605 be granted for ' Land 
Court.' " 

Item agreed to. 

Sl:RVEY Of"FICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS 
!Hon. P. Pease. Hrrbrrl): I mm·<'--

" That £71,121 be granted for ' Sur
vey Office.' " 

}Ir. GODFREY MORGAN (.lfmilla) [9.19 
p.m.]: I shoul-d like to say a few words in 
regard to this vote. I appeal to tho Minis
ter to reduce the suney foes pa vablo in 
regard to land selection. They are vory 
heavy and are a source of hardship to 
settlers. There has been a general reduc
tiou in \YageH and e:ost'"' throughont _\ustralla 
during the past three years, yet the same• 
sralo of SLJrvey fee' operates. On some 
areas the Government have collected a survev 
f••c threc times. \Yhcn the b 1ock ""'" origi,;·. 
ally surveyed the fee wcts paid by the first 
settler; f'YPntually that land was forfeited 

or surrendGre-d and thrown open for selec
tion and when it was selected again another 
fee 'was charged, despite the fact that no 
new survey vvas made. In some cases a 
survey fee has been charged a. third time on 
the same block of land, notwithstanding the 
fact that the department only paid for a 
survey on one ocr,asion. I consider that is 
wrong. The Minister mentioned the amount 
of revenue coming into his department. 
Some of that revenue is being obtained at 
the expense of the men who go and bury 
themselves in the bush. At the present time 
there are very few people on the land who 
are making what may be termed a liYing, 
and a number of them are not making a 
living at all. The sugar industry is the only 
agricultural industrv where the people are 
making more than a' living. I ask the Minis
ter, in all fairness. to bring about a reduc
tion in all sl)rvoy fees. It must not cost the 
department as much to-day to ha ye a O'Urvey 
made as it did. beumsc they should not be 
paving the sarrle wage to the surveyors; if 
they are, then they are not doing jLHtice to 
the pcOJ1le who go on the land. The present 
~ca1e of fees was increased in the boo1n 
period when wages wont up, and I appeal 
io the :\finister to have those fee< n•duced. 
\Yhen I first came to Queensland a suney 
fee was comiclorably less than it is t l-clay. 
I think it has been increased bv at least 50 
per cent. The charge to the~ sett1£ l' was 
jLutifiablv increased. because the department 
had to pay more to have a surYey 1nade. I 
rmncmbcr the time when surveyo1·s engaged 
in surveying prickly-pear countr:v would ha Ye 

to penetrate miles of prickly-pear from 5 to 
6 fl'et high in order to put their pep in. 
These conditions do not exist to-dav. What
e,·or the cost may have been for "mrve_ving 
prickly-pear lands years ago, the r-urveyors 
to-day are not subject to the risk from the 
pear. Tn past ycaJ~s the surveyor;:; \\er\~· <'Oln
pelled to don leather clothing and cut their 
way tbrough the dense 1na~s of prickly-pear. 
Sun·cying work must therefore be le.,, costly 
than was the case under the old condition<, 
and I \\"ould ask the Minister to Q"ive con
:-;jderation to some reduction in hw fees. 
This is a matter that affects the new settlers, 
and any reduction \vould be ·welcome. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' L.I,.:\Dt> 
(llCJn. P . .Pe·sc·. H, ;·i" rl) [9.2d p.nt TJ,j, 
is a hard v auuual eYer since I ha Vt_• ;·en in 
charge of tlw department. 

Mr. l'vlAHER: :\e.-eriheless, it i• just 
request. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\DS: 
ff the h0n. member will listen I wilt tell 
l1im just what the position is as rcg-arrb 
sun·cy fees. The policy of the depanment 
has never br·en changed since the time that 
the hon. member occupied a scat on the 
Trcasurv bench It h"s alwavs been the 
policy t~ keep s~uvcy fees as lo'~T as pos~iblf'. 
There has been no desire to make an:: pmfit 
from those fees, and, in spite of what ha-; 
been said bv the hon. member for i\Iunlh, 
[ can assm:e him that no profit has been 
made. The sunev fees collected do not 
recoup the departmocnt for its outlay. En,r_v 
\"Car there has been a considerable loss 
;_,hich has to be met out of revenue or. in 
other words. by the general taxpayer. There 
has been a loss cvcrv vcar since I ha YO 

been in charge of thee department and I 
presume the same thing occurred during the 
time the hon. member for Cunningham was 

Hon. P. Pease.1 
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Secretary for Public Lands. As a matter 
of fact, selectors can employ their own 
suneyor, and that has been done. Quite 
recently the department was asked to allf)w 
people to employ their own surveyors and 
the permission was granted. The remark-; 
of the hon. member for Murilla show that 
he knows nothing about the departm,m:. 
Quite recently there was an application for an 
award which came before the court in con
nection with the cost of surveying. The same 
eh a rges are made as were made years ago, 
a11d they have not been increased. The 
department would be very glad if it were 
able to collect the actual cost but we have 
not been able to do even that. That shows 
the sympathetic attitude of the Labour 
Ccn·crmnent towards the selectors. 

It•·m (Survey Office) agreed to. 

IRRIGATION AND WATER SCPPLY. 
Ti1c SECRETARY FOR l'l!BLIC L.'l.:.\'DS 

!Hon. P. Peace, H erbert) : I move-

'·.That £18,511 be granted for 'Irri
f'atwn and W'ater Supply.' " 

:\Ir. \VIE~HOLT (Passif,rn) [9.25 p.m.]: 
WI~h to raise a .:-.:nn.all question here, moi·e 

"" a matter of prmcrple than anyth :ng else. 
A ''"11 of £1,000 is deducted from this ,-~te 
and clebit<ed to _Loan Fund. It appears to 
l!JC' That there n a · o!deu rule \\ ~1ich all 
9()n·n:mrnts. .irrE'"pe~tiYe of partY: follo\v 
Jt> therr, financrng at the present time, and 
tlwt re. ·~ever by any chance expend from 
rcYermc what you can possibly spend from 
borrowed money.'' It appears to me tbat 
the Government are spending loan money 
for the manager and clerk at Theodore for 
irrigation investigations, and even for' sur
veys of resumed areas at Theodore The 
l;overnment are certainly cutting it· pretty 
hne when they are expending loan money in 
that \vay, and, to me, it appears to be so. 
ApparentlY £1,000 which should be taken 
!ron1 reven:'e is to be taken from loan. It 
rs c\·erlastmgly out of loan funds that 
Juoney rs expended. Perhaps the Minister 
wdl clarify the position. 

Thc- SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, H erbert) [9.30 p.m.]: The 
po,rtJ~n rs the other. way about. The increase 
ot £v.4~6 m t,C~e. vote for " Irrigation and 
I' a tcr >":ltJpply Is due to a net increase of 
£921 _in salaries for three more officers. An 
acklmon .of £1.000 for salaries is charged to 
~-~,,·enue rmtPad of the Loan Fund Account. 
1 here rs also an increase of £1 565 in the 
vote· for contingencies. \V e are r~ally charg
~~'" an t>xtra £1,000 to consolidated revenue 
rh1·~· year. 

:\1~. GODFREY lVIORGA::\' (Jlurilla) [9.31 
J>.l!l.~: I ha,·e a letter that I ha Ye received 
from the \Vycanna water supply area. The 
!Jcoplc' feel that they have been very unjustly 
<l'hltecl because the Government have prac
t>ca!ly taken over control of this trust. I 
f.iJOu ld like to read the letter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Is it a 
bor(' trust? 

:\Jr. GODFREY MORGAI\': Yes. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I \Vill 
il'l! vou why we did tbat. 

:\Ir. GODFREY MORGAN: I should like 
t,) read thrs letter. The trustees say in their 
letter that they have met all their liabilities 
and that rn no way are they indebted to the 

i Hoil. P. Pca::e. 

Government. This letter was sent on to me, 
and I should like the members of the Com
mittee to know its contents. It saya-

" Dear Sir,-As ratepayers and trustees 
of the Wycanna water supply area. we. 
the undersigned, beg to express our coin
plete dissatisfaction at the action of vour 
department in taking over control of 
our bore and works. 

"This particular bore was put down 
during the war years at a very big 
expense, but the trustees controlling the 
board and all the ratepayers within the 
area have, from its inception, done all 
that was possible to curtail expenses for 
maintenance compatible with the effi
cient upkeep of the works and to meet 
their respective assessments promptly. 
Comcquently, we w0re in a position to 
meet our Treasury payments regularly. 
and at the time your department took 
the management of the bore out of our 
hands there were no payments to the 
Treasury outstanding.'' 

It is important to remember that point. Xo 
payment was due to the Government in any 
shape or form. The letter continues-

" As well as regarding the action as 
an extremely high-handed one, we fail 
to see how the works of the trust and 
the management of our affairs can be 
carried out from Brisbane as well as or 
as ecor:omicallv as has been done when 
under local control. Although a local 
agent has been appointed for each area. 
we feel sure that a large amount of time 
will be lost when water troubles com
mence, as always hapl?ens during the 
summer months, and mstead of local 
matters bei!ig dt>,<tlt \1 ith by the trustees. 
as was done in the past, all disputes, 
requests, or appeals must now go to Bris
bane hr judgment. This will, we feel 
sure, be very unsatisfactory, and is still 
one more reason for the composing of 
this letter of protest. 

"A further point which has made us 
regard the Government's action with dis
favour is this-whilst our boar·d ha' 
alway:- Jnct it,; E«bjlitie-, to th Trf''l
sury and, as st.atcd before, was free of 
rleht, adjacent bores (or one in particu
lar) whose payrncmts \vcrc iu arrear have 
been left untouchecl." 

They point out that in the case of one par
tlctdar bore in re'3pect of which all pay
ments have not been made to the Govern
ment, no action was taken bv the Govern
ment to obtain control. Tl1c letter co;r
tinucs-

,; Surely, whatcYer action your depart
ment saw fit to take and for whatever 
r0ason, the movement should have been 
uni,·ersal throughout the State! 

"\Ve feel Ycry strongly with reg-ard 
to this mctter, and intend to use all the 
p· wcr at our disposal to have vested in 
us sorne control over our own n1oney and 
not be bound to do what is dictated from 
the Minister in charge of this ' confisca
tion.' 

" Trusting yoq will give this matter 
your full and careful attention and thank
ing you in anticipation. 

"Yours faithfu!ly, 
"A. H. \VARNER, 
" FRED. M. BELL, Trusteca." 
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That letter is signed bv tho trustees. Thcv 
point out that the bore· was constructed dm:. 
lng a period when f'O~t" were YeTy high, bur 
tlwy have met all their commitments to the 
Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: Do thev 
fiav that there are no arrears in conn,_ctio11 
with this bore? 

Mr. GODFRRY ::\fORGA::'\1': Yes; the 
letter very clefimtcly states that at the time 
it was taken oYer they had met all their 
responsibilities. · 

The SECRETARY FOR l'cBLIC L.\KDS : That is 
nc~t correct. 

::\1r. GODFREY :\fOR GAl\: I "·as asked 
t? read this letter in this Chamber to giYe 
tne Mrmster an opportunity to reply to it. 
I have no doubt that the J'dinister has a 
cop~- of the letter. but I am quite prepared 
to hand over this on0 which I have receiYccl 
from the tn1stees. If \vhat thev sa\ is cor
rect. then I feel that the Min.ister: or the 
d••parb:nent has not done the proper thing 
lll takmg over the control of this bore. I 
do not think the Gon•rnment would be justi
fwd m tabng ov-er the bore even if there 
\va:- a s1nn l_l arnount O\Ying to the GoYern
Jllcnt, prov1dccl that the an1ount had not 
been owing for n1orc than ono vear. If the 
11.1oncy had been ov,·i11g for a ~considerable 
tHlH', and the GoYcrninent ·were not sati~ficd 
with the management of affairs by the trus
t<'PS or thP water rates had not been paid 
for a consHlurable time, then I should be the 
first to admit that the Gov-ernment were 
justified in taking O\CCr the control of the 
lHJl'P. 

T~1(':'-' Lave justly n1Pt ull charge" n~lating 
to mterest and redemption on the capital 
co>t of the construction of the bore. I 
should be one of the last pcuons to approach 
the MunstPr wrth this request if tlL trust 
v\·as 110t working in a proper waY, and if 
the due~ to the Gon:rnrucnt were {ri arrear!-< 
<md ac:·umulating. This letter states that 
the trustees had met all their resnonsibili-
1 le·::. A and h<i;c~ giYcn no trouble in a~1~ shape 
or IOlTn. lhc·· further state that there j~ 
a bore in the district which has not met 
1ts dm" to the Governnwnt. and that cou
trol of that bore was not taken bv the 
G-oYcrnmcnt. u 

The SECHETARY FOR PrBr.IC' L.\:\DS: \Yhat 
! (:J'e was that? 

'.Ir. GODFREY :\IORGAC\: The name is 
not n1cntionPd in this letter. I ask the 
:\Iiuistcr to f'ivc full and cereful considera
tlmJ to tl1c subrllission in this :etter. If this 
tru."t has carried out its d.utles to the Go
,.<·nnucnt and is not in arrears to any great 
r·xtcnt the bore ,should be restored to the 
lru~t. The lVIinistt~r 111av sav that certain 
mo11e.Ys \H'rc owing to the GoYernmcnt on 
tlw 30th .June la-t. Thai mav be so but I 
u!lder"'tand Hwt a fcv; \YPeks "afterv~:a~·ds the 
nlOll<'y was lJaicl to the GoYerntHcnt. T1mt 
'voulcl only represent the payments for the 
half-year or the whole year, as the case 
rna ~: llP. There were not \Yhat DHJ v be 
tenued arrears due. A~ a n1attcr of~ fact, 
the tru~t states that no n1oncv \Yas due to 
tl1e Gov-ernment at thP time th-;, Go~·ernment 
decided to take the bore over. If that is 
'0 I ask the Minister to lease that trmt 
in the hands of the local people. Local con
t.J-ol is more satisfactorv than control from 
Brisbane. I do not ;,ndcrstancl why the 
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Government should desire to take over that 
bore. because I understand no complaint 
has been received from the ratepayers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA"'DS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbal) [9.40 p.m.]: If the 
hon. member will turn to page 27 of the 
rC'port of th0 Sub-l)cpartmf'nt of Irrigation 
and \Vater Supply he wi:l observe-

,, Pur~uant to the proYisions of 'The 
~Water Acts, 1926 to 1931,' power is given 
to clecl- or appoint boards to administer 
the affairs of artesian trust bores put 
down b,, the GoYernment under the trust 
provisions of the Act." 

The capital amount im·ohed is sorne,v-here 
about £250,000-

'· These elected or appointor] boards 
have functioned for several years (one 
rnerr1ber being the Governn1cnt repre
sentative), and a number of the trusts 
han: functioned quit0 efficiently, whilst 
thP aclminstration of tho majoritv has 
not proved satisfactory, particularly 
during the last three vcars. Manv of 
the boards haw falle;, seriously 'into 
arrears with their annual Treasurv con1-
mitments, and this necessitated depart
n1ental action. 

" Con"''luently. the question of dis
so:Ying certain boards who3o financial 
poi-iition waq unsatisfactory received the 
eonsicleration of the Land Administra
( ion Board, with the result that during 
the year the following boards were dis
soh·ed, and the Commissioner of Irriga
tion and \Yater Supply appointed to 
nuu1agc tlH~ afl'ulrs of tllf'· \Yatcr areas.'' 

The result was that forty-one trust water 
areas were placed directly under the 
adrninistratiou of the connni;;:sioner. 
\Y\can11a) the bore which the hon. rncrnber 
for 1Iurilla spoke about. wa:;;. inclnded in 
that number. Tho report goes on-

" It has been established conclusiYdy 
that in many in:-:.tance"i board nternbcrs 
(who are also l'fltC'paycr"' and rna.Y thcnl
selves be in arrParsJ are not disposed to 
take the acLion nc<·c~''.H\" to recover 
rate~, and the Gov~ nnnel1t representa
tive is, in con::c\{1H'1Wf unab]P t=: ~f~cul'P 
a resolution bv the l1oard io deal with 
defaulters. Tfw effect of placing th<"e 
areas nndc1· the eo~1trol of tlH' eonmli-i
sioner has had a most beneficial effect 
financially, and tlH' action taken i'3 
appreciated by wuolbrokers and othPr 
financial institutiou~ who arc 110\V i11 

the position to obtain at Brisbane 
information regarding uwrr clients' 
arrears to the deparbncnt or other Inat
tcrs relating to thP adn1inl~k'ration of a 
trust." 

The position of \Y ycanna as at 30th J unc, 
1934, is that the capital amount owing was 
£6,154 15s. lOd., ancl the arrettrs of intere't 
and redemption were £226 5s. 9cl. The po,i
tion of these truE<t bores -..vas so scriouR that 
the total amount owing; of interc· .. t and re
demption duf', apart fr~m the capital expen
diture, on the 1st January, 1934, when the 
department took ov-er t be adminislratio:1 of 
twenty-eight bores, \\·as £20.333. The boud 
has placed the control of these bores in the 
hands of Mr. Dickson. whose activities be
tween J anuarv and December nsultcd in 
£16,512 lOs. 6d. being paid into tlw Trea
;:;ur:v. That 1noney \Yent into tho Treasury 
and helped to carry on the affairs of i::ltatc. 
The balance of the arrears amounts to £3,821 
ls. 6cl., and this has been fixed for payment 

Hon. P. Pease.] 
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under a pian. Obviously the department 
could not allow the unsatisfactory position 
to eontinu0; hence the placing of this matter 
under the control of a very ef!iciem officer. 
with the result that I have indicated. 

:\Ir. GODFREY MORGA::\' (Jiurilla) [9.44 
p.m.]: I have no objection to the ::\linister 
taking over those bore trusts which have 
failed to meet their liabilities, but my point 
is that the trust I mentioned onlv owed £226 
at the 30th June last. and I understand the 
monec· was paid to the department shortly 
. flcr that date. ~\s a matter of fact. that 
i1 ''1!~ not 1 aid c:n ihc due" clah' trny, h 1 \·,' 

bt'('tl due to :-omf' sljght neglect on the part 
of this trust; )mt I honestlv believe that a 
mistake has been made anrl ·I should like an 
''""ranee from the Minister that he will g·o 
into the matter. 

T~1r· SECHLTAHY rou PcnLIC L.\Xl>:;.;: \YLr 11 
did :vou get the letter·: 

Mr. GODFREY J\IORGAN: I got the 
lcttN 'o-da:;·. I telephoned thP board all(l 
r~ot so!J'lP infornwtio11. 

ThP ~ECHE'L\H\" FOH PL·nuc L.\XJl:-:.: \Yi1l 
look into the rnattcr. 

2;Ir. \YIEKHOLT (Fassifan) [9.46 p.m.]: 
\Yithout ut~dnl~· labsuring the question, I 
an1 afraid I d~d 110t llHlkc r.ny rne<1ning very 
dear to t~~c )linistcr. I quite understand 
that on1:: £1,000 has been charged to Loan 
FuEd Account as against £2,000 last yecu·~ 
and it is obvious that to that extent we arc 
£1,000 better off; but m_v objection is to 
any rnoncy being chargeJ to Loan Fund 
account v hen it is obvlou~lv revenue cxpcn
diturP. \Ylwn I see that the area rnanager 
nlld the rlcrk at Theodol'(). are beillg paid 
out of LoPn F::md ~-\cconnt. then I an1 con
~trainerl to ~av that I bPli('YO it is un~ound 
finaw ''. It 'j.; not n big ~um. but in 
principle it is \\Tong· t'J allow any stun to he 
charged t 1- Loan Fund _\ccount that rs 
oln·lm..t:'ly g<~nui1H' rpvcnue expenditure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI\DS 
(Hon. P. Pc,rse, lf, rl;ert) [9.47 p.m.]: The 
offiri,-1~ of th(- S~t('-Dt partrni?nt of I'Ti,U'at1on 
and \Yatcr Supply are now supervising local 
authority works. and at the present time arc 
controlling thirteen town and city councils 
a.nd t\YPntv shire councils who aro \Yorking 
on subsidised loans throughout Queensland. 
Throughout Queensland forty-three projects 
for water supply have been undertaken. 
affording striking proof that the Labour 
Government ha ,.e regard to the interests of 
country people. As a matter of fact, loans 
tu the extent of £316.082 and subsidies to an 
<tmount of £195.984, or a total of £512,066. 
ha Vi' been granted, and tlw amount expended 
h1 30th ,Tune last ''as £316,911. The super· 
vision of all thos<' projects is clone by the 
Sub-J)epartrnePt pf Irri{.;ation and \\'fltf'r 
i'Hpply. It is onlv fair that we should 
recoup oursch·cs. and the sum of £1,000 of 
loan n1oney js charged as a portion to the 
salaries of officers concerned. That amount 
is very little, considering supervision IS 

exercised over the expenditure of over 
£500.000 of loan motH')·. 

Mr, B/I.R::\ES (Wancid:) !9.,lP n.m.]: 1 
should like to remind the Minister that some 
time has elapsed since he made a promise 
regarding an inspection of the Conclamine 
and other streams on the Downs in connec
tion with water consen·ation. I notice that 
the year has been a busy one for his depart-

[ Hon. P. Pease. 

ment. and some time ago the Miutster 
alhised me that the works they had in hand 
dPmancled a great deal of attention ar:d 
time, but later on when the staff was av.atl
able an investigation would be made. Ttme 
is going on, and so far as ~ an1 aware noth
ino· has been done. Seeing that 've are 
~p~nding large sums C?f n1?ney_ in m_any direc
tion'. I know of no chrectwn m whteh mo;>ey 
could be more profitably cxpended-parbcu
larlv uncle·,· the relief scheme-to greater 
ad,·antagc. 

Th' SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LA"iDS: Which 
lo('rtl authority controls this area? 

:\Ir. BAR?\'ES: The Glengallan Shire 
Council. The vVarwick Town Council would 
ha ye a <Yoocl deal to do \vith the matter also. 
I notieebbv the report and the figures quoted 
hv the }Iinistcr that a very large sum of 
n;oncv is being expended-£500,000 alto
g!'thc;·-so it is apparent that it has been a 
busv time for the department. Many of the 
wm:b are of considerable importance. The 
\\ork I refer to is one that would absorb 
an enonnous sum of 1noncy, and I \Youl?
not au·itate for it if it \vere a work of mag;m
tude. o The construction of weirs on :nan.Y 
of our ater coursc·"-and the Condan11ne_ IS 

an cxcee.d ingly large sti~eam~vvould pro~Id~ 
a '.y.f1l:·!t,rful :-;,'i'Yiev. \\ t' llf·Y l' klW'' \, !'!'lt 

we shall be faced ith a period of drought. 
It i~ a 1natter of panunonnt irnportanCE' to 
Le comiclcred in a time when funds are 
'"·ailable to carry out such works. I trust 
the l\linister has not forgotten the J>rOmtse 
he matlc to me a couple of years ago In con
nection \vith this rnatter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDB 
(Hon. P. Pease, Hcrb~Tt) (9,51 py1.]: If the 
hou. n1mnber for \\ ar\Vlck -\YJll caU"O a 
cid1nilc proposal to be _submitted . by the 
Glrngallan Shire Council IJ?- conJl~nction ·v:1t~ 
tl1r \Yanvick Town ConnCJl, or If an apph
('ation i~ 1uadr in connection with c. proJe~t 
that they may have in mind, or if an mves.tt
gation is asked for, as soon. as the Cht~f 
Irrigation Engineer is avarlable, I wtll 
instruct him to look into the matter. 

\YP han' in~t rcorg:ani- ,-..d the Snb-1) 't l·t 
mcnt of Ir/ig-ation ~nd \Yater. Supp!,<.- and 
'\ve have bc0n Yery fortunate In hnd1ng Ht 
Queensland a suitablr> man to take charge of 
the engine0ring portion of that department. 
I refer to Mr. C. K ParkmsotL Aprllt~a
tiono were called and we were able to. grve 
the job to a Qucemlander. Mr. Parbnsoll 
was alreadv in the GoYcrnn1ent serviCe and 
had done v"er-· fine work. At present, at the 
reqrJPst of th~ Home Sc<'retary, he is .irn-es· 
tigating for the Bnsbane f'rt_v Councrl th~ 
sewerage S"- stein. He has alrc.u.-l.y shown 
his abilitv ·in a case in which the Gm·crn
ment had approved of a scheme im·o:ving 
£19.000. Inwstig;ation by Mr. ParknBon 
]Jroved that it was unsound. If th'? hon. 
nlE'lllher for \YarTvick ''"ill make .appllc_;abon 
personally or get the· Gleng;allan and \Var
wick councils to make the same suggestion 
to the department. as has been done in 
connection with the ~chcme in Brisbane~ so 
soon as Mr. Parkinson is available. he will 
make inn:stigations. I am satisfied that he 
is going to rlo g-ood work in the clepart~'llen.t. 
The Gm·ernment of Queensland have been 
>eized of the possibility of doing eomething 
in thf' wav of irrigation and water sun)ly. 
and that is thG rl'a ... Oll for this atJ:HJintm:~1Jt. 

\Ve had a ven· fine officer in Mr. De;hon. 
'C nfortunatcly i1c had to be retired Oil 



Question of Order. [2 NovEMBER.] 

account of the age limit provision. This 
gentleman had done very ilnc work. in fact 
some wonderful work, for Queensland, and I 
am very pleased indeed to pay this tribute 
to birn. One of his last jobs was to inves
tigate on bchal f of the Brisbane C'itv 
Council. the filtration process, and those 
people who were concerned in the examina
tion told me they had had their process 
examined in all parts of the world but tlw 
bc;;;t and most conclusiYc exarnjnation was 
that carried out in Brisbane by Mr. Deshon. 
l\h- officprs and mvself sincerch· reoTettrd 
that Mr. Dcshon had to retire. Orr his"rctirc
ment the Cabinet decided, instead of filling 
tl1c va<·anc-y, to ap11oint an officer \vho \You1d 
be capable of doiug anything in connection 
V\'ith irrigation. "\Yater supp]}~) .and ~e\vcrage. 
Applications were called for that position 
and there was a l,ugc number of applicant:'. 
\Ye were able• to appoint a Queenslanr1~r 
fron1 th0 GoYPrnnicnt .'PrYice jn J.Ir. 
Parkimon. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

T],(• TE'VIPORARY CHAIRl\IA"': ender 
1 he proYision~ of thL" Sc~~lonal Order;: agTC'f'd 
lo ],y the Hou'e on 29th August and 3rrl 
October. I shall now l0aYc tbc chair and 
Jnakn rny l'<'port to th0 House. 

The Hou_;;e resun1ecl. 

The TniPOR-IRY Clli!R,LIX reported pro
gt·p~:-:. nnd a',k(•d lcaYc to sit again. 

HPsun:pHon of Co1nn!itt0e rnade an Order 
of tLC' IJa~: for 'Lo-nlOlTO"'.Y. 

TLP 1-Touo:p adjourned at 9 . .56 p.rn. 
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