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1931-19:)2 

1932-1933 

1D3J-1934 

YPar. 

PAPER. 

The follmYing paper was !aiel on the ta!Jle 
•and ordcrf>cl to be printed. ' 

Forty-ninth report of the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies, Building Socie
tiCs, and Industnal and Provident 
Societies. 

SUPPLY. 
HESCMPTION OF Co:~IMITTEE~EsTIMATEs~ 

ELE\'EKTH AKD TWELFTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

ILLKESS OF CHAIR:\IAN OF 00:\DIITTEES. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Cha.irman of Com
mittees, Mr. Hanson, is unfortunately still 

' 

WEDNESDAY, 31 OCTOBER, 1934. 

~.[r. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, ()r, [tary) 
took tlte chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

I. -NFORESEE:-.: EXPENDITURE, PunLIC SERYICE 
ScFERAKNUATION BoARD. 

:\fr. \YALKER (Cooroom\ asked the Pre· 

.. \Yhat is the J•c·l'on for the large 
rnount of unforeseen expenditure by 

the Public SerYicc Superannuation Board 
ill 1933-34?" 

'He SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:--:DS 
(Hon. P. Pease. HcriHrl). fo1· the PHEMIEH. 
11Io:1. \r. Forgan Smith, ;Jiuckay), replied~ 

" (i.) Intcrect payments on contribu
tim·; of certain retired officers, £928 15s. 
3d. 

As it is in the discretion of certain 
a -~ed~sf'YClltv contributors to ta,kc annui
ties m· wit.hdraw from tho fund, it is 
jmpr;c,.iblc to c'tirnate with any degree 
of accurac,\· ,vhat amount will bo required 
annually for the p~yment of interest. 

· (ii.) Actuary's fees and out-of-pocket 
rx:pcr!"Ps in connection with the recent 
qmnqucnnial ya]uation of the public ser
YCl" superannuation ftmd, £736 1s. 8d." 

H.o \DS ~-L\l XTE'-:AKC'!: EXPENDTT!'RE. 1929-1934. 

}L·. \Y,\LKER !('oorocJm) asked the Secre
tan for Public \\"orks~ 

'· \Yhat has been the expenditure on 
InaintCllr:nco of roads under the control 
of tl;o ~fain Roads Con1rnis~ion in each 
of tlw past five financial :vears~(a) 
Apportionr•cl to the State: (b) ajJlJOl'

tiouctl to local authorities?" 

The SEl'HEL\RY FOH PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. IJ. A. Brucc, J'ltc J'ablc/and) replied~ 

TotaL 

________ , 
d. 

1:3.S,966 17 u 

L!::>,G34 19 

H:,,93:l 19 11 

123,841 11 

1;)7,76:3 11 

Apportioned to 
the ~tate. 

s: s. d. 
llo, HS 18 4 

78,;)77 H 3 

8-!,402 12 4 

7-!,314 15 11 

10i,789 12 (j 

Apportionecl to 
J~ocal 

Anthoritie~. 

£ 8. d. 
72,617 18 8 

57,357 5 2 

01,551 

49,526 G 0 

54,97:1 18 7 

inclispe' rl and i.s unable to attend the 
.House. In his absence, therefore, I shall ask 
the lull>. memqer for Ipswich, ono of the 
Ten1po1·ar)~ Chairn1cn, to take the chair in 
Cornrnitt0c. 

(Jlr. Glcdson, Ipswich, in the chair.) 

ESTDL\TES lK CHIEF, 1934-35. 

DEPART~IEKT OF AGRICULTcRE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Quc"tion stated~ 

"That £64.635 be granteu for 'De· 
partuh'llt of Agriculture~Chief Office.'" 
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Mr. LARCCJ:I.1BE (llockhampton) Ll0.38 
a.m.]: Tlw Rorkhampton electorate which 
I represent. is in the heart of a vdrv rich 
ag~·icultural and dairying district as ~·eH as 
bc1ng an outlet for the in1portant d,ock 
·xcalth of Central Queensland. For manv 
years. too. I had the pleasure of represent· 
mg. tl1e Keppel electorate. which is pa.rtly 
n~n<..~ultnraL partly dairying, and partly 
r~razrng, aud I ha Ye ah,·a vs taken a keen 
nrth'l'~t in the priular\' illdn3tri('s in ihat 
dif-:.tri~·r. I joi!1 with h'On. rncr11ber~ in pro~ 
cl<d!Llng the' Importance of agriculture in 
this State. 'That is what maY be called 
~L n·itl.-;ur: it i~ a trui~rn. The· irnnortalJU' 
( f agriculture (·annot be oYcr-estinlated anci, 
n.;;, n1er11bcrs of this Parliament. \ve know 
that s~a!egtnc~~l, r•conornists, and Philosophers 
Lan· JOlncd 111 strePsing its itnportance and 
111 f'tnpha~i:.:ing the value of ruen on the 
land. In one of hi::) poen1~ Es'-ex EYan:". 
\\·rites-

,, There's nn1sic in the axe's ring 
~wung by a strong rigl1t hand; 

The 1ncn that rnake the nation 
Ar' the In en upon the land.'' 

\Yt) Ctf[l'C0 \Yith that phili:-ophy, thu' f!Ch't:i
( d1y ~tat()d. and we a~ a pan.Y <till' , 

(;OH:'l'JllllCllt ha\-(' tran~laipfl ~t ilt!O jll'tl{'-

1ic~d df0ct. 'Ye cnn cla1nl v:itbout cxng-Q:era
tj(l!l that \Ye as a L1.bour 1\utY and,_ .._~s ~ 
La bot~!' no, E'i'l1lt1Cl1t haY(' laic( do·,rn the 
fonnd ;tion of a sound and sane agricultural 
s lwull' ,me! policy. Recentlc. 1\lr. .J. E. 
J-Ltrdi11g. ont> of HH' rural lerrcler~ ont::-ide of 
Farliaulent, f'peaking in the Central 
cone rnir:g the Prin1ary ProthlCt'l'·: · 
Ration \et and .-::irnllrrr .L\cr:c.:.. sr1id ir ·, ou]d 
lw a tragedy if thls legislation \YPre re1waled. 
lit-' c·xprL'Ssed the fear tbat there ".·'-8 a 
h:OYP on hand bv CC!rtain YC'sred intrTf·~t~ 
to L~1·inp- about tllC H?lJ0al or the Hlutilation 

iullJOrtaiJt lf'Q;i::..lation. That ]s 
of opinion frmn a rural le~ 

110t r~so(·iatecl ·with tlJC Labour 
for 'lYe know that }Ir. J-Iardlng 

SPnatc candida1-e at ihe }aet 
in the iutC'''PH" of -:-he 

(~reclit P;:Jrt.Y. It i-. a -n'r.y,' :-iil1]·1c 
llWtlL·r to n_..::,( rt thctt Labunl' i~ ro 
HH' nwn on the 1[llE1; it i:-: to 
]ll'O\'t.' it. 1t. is \Yt-:dl kno\Yll that the 
regitnl' of rllC' Lr1L:our LioYC--'1'11111PlH bct\YCl'n 
1915 ::u1d 1929 tl-1c amount of wealth nrodEc-
1 ion reac·hed a rerorcl in tl1is 'statc
~j730.0JO.OJO worth of vrealth \YH5- produced i11 
<<)uepnsland in fourteen Years under a Labour 
Gon•nnnPnt. \Yhcrc caJ1 a sin1ilar record be 
~ho\Yn. or one that can in a11y way approxi
mate 1t. 

::0:-Tr. SP . .\TIKES: How Ulll(·h of that did your 
GoYPnuncnt produce ·r · 

J.\·Ir. LAHCO:\IHE: T enD nor ~cJing to 
n;;llu• ~nch a11 absurd or ritliculou::: naternent 
that -7hi~ GoYcrnnJcnt llnlduc,•d t}J:: wealth) 
but '"" proYided the! legislation, th" protec· 
t1on n11d the eneourag<'rnc:ut n ,p011"ible fo1· 
that production of \\'oalth. \Ye \YeJ·e rcspon· 
F1lde for rnanv aspects of that E'JJorrnons 
incrca:-e in production. L11dc·r thP Labour 
GnYc•rnn1c·ILt the nnrnb0r of .da.irvnH-'11 and 
culti,-aJors of the soil increased' !J,- 17.000 
during .(_L period of fourU~!'1l vear:-:. \Yh('l·ea., 
in the other States of Austr[tlia there was 
:' dedin0 in the number of people ewraged 
11_1 the~.[' occ-npat1ons. If hon. 111e111bers oppo
~ltP ·would read the "Producers' Revievv" 
and the "Queellsland Producer,~' and their 
commeHtS in 1929 just after the Labonr Go. 
vcrnmr'Jit "ere defeated, they would find 

[Mr. Larcombe. 

ihat the non·Labom· journals to which I haYe 
referred paid a high tribute to the agricul
tural leadership aud policy--

~dr. MooRE: Non·Labour? 
\lr. SPAHKES: 'Thev are the best advocate' 

you hr1rc got. ' 

:\lr. LARCOMBE: Of course, they are the 
adYocates, from a non·part,- poir1t of 

They realise that the Labour Party 
npproxunates nearer to a fanners' party 
than any other party in this State. (Op!Josi· 
tio:J laughter.) They realise, too, that the 
Lrst aid to progress and dcvcloprnent, inc1ud~ 
lng agrieultural doveloprnent, js to be had 
fronr th< Labour Parh and a Labour Govern· 
lllPlH. They criticise Labour, as they criticiP·C 
hon. members opposite. \Ye know that these 
1Japers arc vvarrn in their eulogy of Labour 
legislation and adruinistration so far as land 
:-.('ttlenJent is concer·nf'd, and were especially 

when Labour \\'as lea Ying office in 1929. 
kno1v that they have been just as scYere 

their criticisrn of Labour as thcv ha vc 
in their critici~n1 of other par~ties in 

State. ThercforP, in strc~sing the import· 
Dl1CC of agriculture to the State I an1 justi

in stres:5ing also the clo~e attention 
ha~ paid to it:-: progr0">:3 and ach-ance

ment. The laie Dr. Johmon said that if \H' 

(·~tinl";ted dignity by inuncdiate u ... efulnc~s. 
r1L n agriculturt~ was the first a:?.uJ noblc~t 
:-..C'iPllCC. l-Ion. lllE'IllLers oppo::-ite ,.,-ill agree 
with that tribPte paid by a great 
nuthorit_y to agricnltnr0. Dr. Johnson vvas 
~lot an agriculrnri~t. One clocs not ncc·d to be 

laud to apllreciate the in1portancc of 
and land settlement. It is an 

politico! e onomy that appeals to 
and not mc'reh tho'e on the land. 

in the f'it-~c~ 'rc·alisc the inlport-
ncf' of agrtcu!tural probk•m., just r.; 1nnrh• 

<~.; hon. Jnernb0r,;, \rho cmne frmn farming 
\ 0'''-.tihwncies. 1-ioll. L1Cntbcrs opposit0 claiu1 

l!lonopnl,v in t.hc sa fcgnarcling of the 
: Uel'I'Sio of tbc man on the lend, but they 

not dealt on iLc.:::c EPtimat<_-.::.; vvith souH-. 
real prohlcnts troubling the n1an ou 

land. ;drich haYe been referr.:d to bv 
our rural lcackrs. . 

).Jr. f'(LAYTOX: One of tho.:Jc problcnJS is 
thr lncrc <-=.r•d fn·ig}Jt:-; chargecl by :your 
(i~1' crnment. 

'fr. LAHC'02\1BE: To.clav I intend to refer 
tn a fr\v of those handic.lp:::: to agriculture 
"'"1 to the man on the land. First of all, 
l dr>iro to rd0r to the problem of high 
~hipiJin.e; freights. I-Ion. nwmbers opposite 
h,no a lot to sav about railwav freights. 
There is this important factor to be borne 
in !11ind: the Railway Department is carry· 
in!Z fertili>cr on tlw rail\yays from the Nws 
South Wales borcl0r to Cair;ns at the rate of 
one farthing per ton per mile. ·where does 

,;hipping company olf0r snch rates of 
to a man on the land? Tho Hailway 

Department and the GoYernment arc not 
rnaklng great profits out of the man on the 
land. The money receiYed by the Railway 
1)ppartm0nt is not in excess of that required 
in order to earn the produce. \Vhilst hon. 
members opposite refer to the freights 
l'hargerl ln- our railwavs thev arc blind to 
i!w enormous profits made bv the shipping 
ring throughout Australia. That is one of 
the problems that hon. members oYerlook. 

Mr. Knr~ro: They are not making profits, 

1\fl'. LARCOMBE: Does the Iron. member 
think that we are unaware of the methods 
adopted by these companies? Does he think 
that we know nothing of the watered stock 
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"'nd bonus shares of these companies? Tho 
hon. member and his political party overlook 
some of the real difficulties of agriculture 
which haYe !wen emphasised by rural leaders 
,outside of Parliarucnt. Sorne of these pi·o
bh-'111:'1 arc-

1. Extortionate shipping freights; 
2. Taxation relief by the Federal GoYern· 

tncut. which ha~s not been passed on 
to ff:o working fanner; 

For c. idcJlCP of that fact I would refer hon. 
nwutbcrs to the .. Telegrapll " and "Couticr
l\Iail ,. of .:\Iarch of the present year. 

3. Tariff and excise reductions made b;· 
tile Federal Governn1ent not passe(! 
on to the -working fc:un1cr; 

For e\·idcnce of that I refer hon. mcmbcJ·s 
oppo;-;itL' to the llockharnpton " Escning 
T\ew~. · not a GoYcrnrucnt :-•upporter of the 
prc.scut year. 

4. The snggostcd limitation of the Hriti.sll 
m a rkct to the Queensland lmcl All>· 
tralian pro\_~ucer generally; 

Thi:-~ i;-:; a ~('l'ious probleu1 and one vvhich 1 ~ 
likel ,. to rnatorialise to a dangC'rous 
in Ll1e 1war future, and yet l1on. 
do !lOt discuss it. 

5. The injurious effect of tl10 volic~' of 
the Federal Gonmuncnt on (~uc'Cib· 
land agriculture and allied indu .... ~ 
tries; 

l\o rdererH c is made to tbat factor h>· !roll. 
nJt.:tnlJt•r:-; opposite, nob'\·ithstandi11g tluit they 
arc quic·k to criticise tho Labonr Govenunc•nt 
und the policy of tl1e Railway D<'partrnont: 
thr._•y ig11orc rlw real problcrns of agricultttrc 
an.d land settle1ntn1t. 

6. Tl1c policy of the large flnancia1 insti
rutions \YhiC"h is ;;.;eriously prejudicing 
the man on the lane!. 

1\ll thc··e point.:; haYe b<'C'n referred to 
rc·cC"ntly b~· f('COgniscd leader~ of agricultnn·. 
Ull(l publicity has been gi ncn to them by the 
anti-Labour press of this State. The An'-
tralian oxpori.C'r pays over £10,COO,OOO 
annually in f>hipping freight:-;. It can bP 
·een) thcr0fore 7 that ihi;;:. is a very i1nportant 

of agriculture, a very important aspect 
land scttlen1ent, an cl a ,-ery in1portant 

a-..;pL'Ct to the settler who is ~truggling unclcr 
!.: l'eat difticulties. 

'\fr. :'\unro: Don't YOn think your indu-· 
:tria: legislation has ten<led to makC those hig-h 
freights? ~ 

:\Ir. LARCOMBE : The hon. member for 
Oxlc: is entitled to his opinion in that respect 
nnrl I !Jnyo no objection to his voicing it, 
but at the pr<•scnt time I wish to refer to 
what I term the real problPms. The point 
ro.i~ec1 by the hon. rnernLer for Oxley is not 
u 2ound one. Results during a perjocl of 
fourte('ll ::car::; proved that the Labour policy 
imposed no injury on the man on the hnd. 
(Opposition dissent.) Salaries and wages 
"\\·ere greater, pnrC'hasing power '"·as greater, 
t>xports \Ycre greater, Savings Dank returns 
\\·crc grca tor, and side by ~ide with the pro
grc.ss of the industrial \YOrkcr;, in the city 
i here \\ere progress and doyc]opment in the 
country abo. Satisfactory pric-e levels aro 
essential for the man on the land, and there 
i;;;; no real antagonis1n bet\~, ecn our industrial 
l'olicy ancl the intere·,ts of the producers. 

:\Ir. :\L\HER: \Yhat about the last two vcars 
of Labour polic:· '? " 

:Mr. LAHCOJ\IBE: I shall gratify the wish 
of tho hon. member for \V est J\Ioreton A 

cltpping that I haYe in my hand from the 
'" CouriPr-Mail" of 29th August, 1933, deal· 
ing with fruit freights, reads~ 

.. L:>;FAIR ATTITCDE. 

,; Grou'"·(_ps' Apz}('al. 

" ~.\..1ll'rrations that the ~hipowners were 
uufaie rr~1cl high-handed in their attitude 
toW ... 'li'd=-' the fruit exporters "verc 1nado 
!0 the Pr·ime :\Iinister, :\h. J. A. Lyons, 
to-cla.Y .. , 

The ~.t,__'J;UtatiOll appealed to tht.' l'rinw 
::\L:n-..tc1 d.nd -..trc;;:.spd the point I have rncn
tionctL sho1.Ying that the co1nplaint is not a 
party political -one, but is gcnuin~ an~ wide
snrct .. d, and that the producer In h1s own 
it\tcre:c;t:'i 1~ conlpel]ccl to prot.L•::::t against the 
unfair fruit freights that are charged. The 

of l1'ruit ~Iarkf•ti11g. J\ir. Hanger, 
a statement to the press published in 

"\.ugu~l of ln.~t year pointed out that of 6s. 
lOd .. 1. i1ich waR cstin1ated t.o bo thn average 
1narket price of a case of apples shipped to 
England. 4:'. l~d. \VPDt in freight, and ihat 
\Yith the decluc:ion of other charges actually 
1'~'-;ulted in n1::u1Y case's jn a loss to the pro
dttcf'r.;. He ua~·e one in~tance where 5,000 
cJ..:'3f'~ of a.pp:e~ were exported aud the freight 
v a., :--o olitrageou~ly high that the gro\Yer 
W<l:-'1 called upon to pay £300 to 1neet a 
cldi.cit..•ncy in i he proceeds of his consign1nent. 
Ht•rc i' 'mw of the nal problems we have 
io Lrce. It is idle to talk about wages and 
~a:.1riP . .; ~.nd the indnstrial policy of tlte 
Labour Party being respon~ible for any 
huudicn :;;nfiercd bv tho 1nan on the land. 
LPt lb dw onr·~tion of shippiug freights. 
If we do that "."'shall then he focusing public. 
ath'Iitinn unon a Yt'r\· Yiial ha11<..licav of tho 
produc;;r. <:~n~t there V rr1a~y be son1e prospect 
of relic·,·ing· him of the impost. 

:1Ir. :'\ICKLI;:.;: \Yhat action \\oukl you sug· 
t!f'.;; to reduce ovcrsea. freights? 

:\Ir. LARCOC\IBE: We know what action 
La Lour cl id take. Labonr \Yas rc~~ponsiblo 

the establishment of the Commonwealth 
liiH'. rrho.sc :-:;lJj ps certainly ~hov;cd 

lo-ses a time of difliculty, but as respon
:-:;]blc lt~~Hlcrs nf the producers and orhers llavo 
fnxpu:llt1y stared) it .... -::~.;; a tra~·cdy that those 
:-hiv.;, \";ere :-old, tha.t the losses incurred by 
tho:-;p :-.hip:::: '.Ycrc nothing con1parcd \Nith the 
pnorwou:-. increase iu freights that \YCre ITlacle 
"' ,, r<>ult of the abolition of compctiticm. 
Tl1t fannc1·s of .An~tralia have paid through 
the no•c h;,cause of the selling of that line, 

the producers haYe been handeJ OYer 
to the interests of monopoly. 

Pasoing on from the fruit industry t~' the 
n1eat indu:-itrv. \YC find the san1c cmup.:.alnt. 
On tbe 2nd j une ]a.~t, according to the daily 
.. Telegraph," llfr. J. \Y. Alien, Gcncml 
Sccretarv of the Graziers' . .\ssoc:iation of Kew 
South i\· ales, complained bitterly concerning 
il!(~ frcip:}lh on eh1llcd bet' f. The ne~\ bpaper 
t \:tr3 et reads-

,; I.:.t:PO~SIBLE R.\TES. 

Prei(Jlit un Chilled IJuf. 

"' There is not the slightest doubt. the 
ruh's on chilled bed are much too high, 
particu]arl~· when cnclPa\·ours are being 
n1ade to increase this freight. ~~s a 
matter of fact, tho rates a.ro such as to 
make it practically impossible for chilled 
beef to be exported on a commercial 
1Ja-:;;i:s." 

That is the statement of a leader of the 
grazntg industry In Australia pointiug out 

Mr. Larcombe.] 
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how the chilled beef trade, whi,·h "' e are 
hoping to expand, is suffering Sl'\·erely as 
a result of high freight charges. Hon. mem. 
bars opposite ask by interjection what I 
'vould do. I pointed out what a Labour 
Government did, and I would point out 
further that if they 'voulcl take up this matter 
with the Commonwealth Government, and 
if hon. members opposite would iusist in 
and out of season that the Commonwealth 
GoYcrninent should take ac6on, a rc,Juction 
1n those extortionate freights \Yonld be 
brought about. But while hon. members 
O]Jposito confine their outlook and their 
criticisrn to the Labour Governn1cnt there 
is no hope of relieving the farmers of the 
real burdens that arc pressing upon them. 

\Vith regard to the question of re:--tricticn 
of ('Xporh, a proposnJ that haf' IY:t•n llllt 
for\Yarcl scriouf'h· hv Ycstc•J 
doubt in a fl1 W ~lnon'ths' 

110 

find 
rc·.::trictiYe uction being 1n cmntec
tion ·xith onr chillf'd beef trade, .a'- a 
result of which Australia "ill snftf'l'. :--.;.,-.. 
i." the tirne for the leaders of t1Jl' rur:t1 
lTIOYeinQnt to takP a deflnitf ~rand a:1d 
rC',~~;i~tPr nnphutically their protc:'t 
the rc·triction of expot·ts~ ·which 
ill turn a restriction of pruducrioll. 
do nut challeugo the right cf tfn' 
farmer to cnltiYatc for hi:-. O\Yll uuv 
'"P do not attempt ro dieLLte the 
of t};p l .. :nit<·-1 I{ir: .. doru: bu· \',-v 

Ihat Don1inion t•xports shm..tl(1 !JC·t be 
rc ... rrich'd -n,hiht Pxports an' 
hmn foreign countrie". If l101L 

will t-ak(' up Federal ;'li~uhnrd · 
prc•sent year, and read a speech 
Sc!lator Elliott. tht"': ·will find a cu111plaint 
ba~.ecl u11 the sainc PTonnd-.: 
Ell1ott a~kcd thr' ~Iini~tc:~. i11 . 
Senate if it \Ye-~-D nor a Iac 1t 

~~nport~ of c~'rtain . forl·ign 
J<..nglnucl \Yf'n' IllCTeastng, and .,.a 
fact. \YlH't}a'l' ncticn \Yonlcl be- rnk(·n lJy th(; 
Federal GoH•nnueut 1n aJJ f ~~!t'aYunt to 
li1uit foreign exports·: 1The ~\Iilii:-t• r }!l 

cl1arge in tl1e SPnutc l'C'l)licd rl::tt, --o far 
a-.. •: h( tl p_,_rticular]y \Yf.· .roc-\nf,'r1H ,J: 
thcr · Lad lJL :•n o_n jEcl·~ <-tse oE ( •'itt. 

in the- in; 1 JO, t;-o; of Yi'hPl_t frotu eoun· 
trie:: during the first thrc(~ n1outh· <J tllP 
prt':C:"Ilt IilWtJc:inJ -vear, as cn;tlpare\l >Yitll 
tlH corr~·::.;pondi11g~ perjocl fur 1933. Yn 
hon. nH:Inlwr~. oppo~Hc f.,it silenr. Th~·~ 
rcaJise the danger) but "l\1y party: right o'r 
wrong " is their motto. TheY will not 
criticise thP action of the Fccl<';·al Gv•:ern
lllent betan:.c that critici.--rn Ulf',Y react 
against their o\\·n party. Th(•rc· j..;, a time 
1.-vhcn all ~honlcl be for tl10 Jlntiun a lld 
wme for the party. Let us protest JJOW 

( g;lillSt tbi-s lDOH~, VlhicJJ lS f.:!"OllJ~ i.o 
~eriou . .,1y react again:-;t the Queei ,,laLd- pro
dnf'Cl' and tlw Au~trali<.111 pl'or1nct:r a.:-:: a 
whole. Half our public i,rdcbteclne's is pa:;
able in London, and can be 111ct only by 
(:xport-; of cur f.tooch:, and how i:-: ..-\u tr:J1in 
going to me(~t hPt' iutcn!:'it 1Ji!i iu Ln11do·1 
if this siuister moye to limit the amount 
of A ustmlian exports is to be en forced'? 
\Ye should h't our views be known to Mr. 
1falcolr:n ~iacdonald, TrlJo l~ l'f'lH'( "(•nhng 
the Imperial Government in this country. 
\Ye told him in Rockhampton, we should 
tell oyery Government representative here 
and on the other ide of the world that we 
arc dcGnitely a.gainst this policy of rcstric
ti(,n of exports. 

[ Jir. L'!rcombe. 

AnotLer a~pect of this important que~
tion lit"' in the fact that QtH,CJl'land 
and Australia arc part of the British 
Enti)ire. lf the Ernpire is to be :strong Ill 

rinll's oJ war it should be Luilt lllJ iu times 
uf peace. Yet I.YC ftnd thnt n1en \Yho \\'aye· 
flags and roar "E1npire" sit ~ilei!t whi!::-t 
exports are l)Ollrlng into Grra.t Brit·1in 
froru foreign countries in illcre<l"'ing· qt~an
titic;;; to tlH' dPirin1c-nt of tl1eir 0 1 1 n Atl .-

traliall l)roducPr.s: 1nan,y of hm11 r;rt 
retlll'lll'J so!dicr~. \Ye \vanJ th~-, ruraJ 
}c~:tder~ in Parlia1u0nt to do vi·l1n t tl1c rnral 
lNHh~r3 out~ide ar(' doing, and to snlnult 
to :\1r. l\Iacdonuld and other Go,crnment 
n'prPsentat.ircs our objection to tili . ..:; odiou'! 
fonn of n~striction, which is go-ing; to rea("._ 
again-.:t the Queensland producer. 

Pas:;jng- on to the question of the 
F~dcr.al GoYernment's responsibility for the 
fa nu er's position in QncensltLlld, I should like 
to n;ention thi:-; other asvf'..:t that hull. 
llWrnlJers oppo~ito continuall; OY('l'look. 
Hon. members will recollect that last year· 
I JHorcd a resolution of pro'Lc-;t agaiust~ th:-.: 
action of the Fedf'ral Gorf'rnrnenf iu reln
tion to our Qtw{;nsland prirna.l'. · indu.-;tril's. 
1-J 011. lllPillber~ opposite <l~SPI'i"J'd rlmt ll(Y 

action I.Ya~ party political propaganda .. 
The Prinw }linister ~·,aieL in l'P]Jly, 11Htt 
the l'C'"(Jlntiou of lH'otest can·icrl by thic.: 
C~lalnlv'r \VU~ an exaggeration. But \Vhat 
hanpenPd: On the <'Ye of the Federal 
election tllC' Federal GO\·emm<'nt mhnitted 
tho force and cogency of tlF' l'C'"o[ution 
11<1-,:-;ed by th1~ PurliarnPnt) and \·nried thei1· 
policy. There ,nt~ a 1nodification L1f thf'il~ 
rnral polley oJJ the eYe of the Fed<•ral 
election~ in relation to QucoJL·dnud. That 
-,_,,a~ an adn1i•.-,ion that the nwt-ictt ( l_rri('d 
LY this Parlia1nent had forcl and 
<tt!Cl '"as not party politic.J! 
ThP- Federal GoYel'rnncnt acbnitted hv their 

lhat lhe motion pa"c·d b:, thi' 
'·' lJS ,,·ell timed nnd \Yell framed. 

lu regard to the sugar incln.;;tr>:. \.C' luJO\V 
the produce!·~ of this Stntc '2.re lo~ing 
£1.~()0,000 cuJnu.all~,~ H~ a l·(•·,u!t of ihc 
polic'. of the Federal (Jo,-c,rnlnent. \Ye 
:--honi'd JH'Yr·r let np on tl1at corupL1int. \Ye 
.:..llonld Ec\·cr allow tlJP Feclel'al Go, ern~ 
lli('llt, colloquially to ~ ,.:1 a'\'a:. 
\vith that roblH·r~ ,,ugar indn:<.tr,~. 
One and a-quarter million pounds with
drawn annuallc· from the in,lnstrv in this 
State at a tinlC I.Yhen our llnauci::~·l difficul
ties arc g;rcat and vvhen we arc struggling 
de,pcrately to balance our Budget or reduce 
the deficit the State was showing when we 
ca1ne into po\Ycr! Yet the Federal Govern
ment enforced at the point of the political 
pistol an untin1el:; revic\r of the sugar 
11 g-rcernent, and alt0r it in the wa.y I h:1• e 
nJc•utionccl! 

The action of the Federal Government 
extended also to the cotton in elm.: rv. As a 
result of that a.ction we find thcrC was a 
~:crious decline in the production of cotton~ 
Tl1c figures arc ns follow--· 

1931-32 
1932·33 

15.244,000 lb. 
6.270,000 lb. 

Tu 1933-34 there has been a rccoyery, partly 
because a stal_Jle Labour Govcrnnwnt ''"a~ 
returned to power in Queensland and gave 
the industry much needed ae.sistance. Still 
we a.ro not out of the wood. IV c are placed 
in great danger. The cotton lint imported 
iuto Austndia in 1930·31 was 370.800 lb .. and 
in 1932·33 it had gone up to 3,820,000 lb. 



Supply. [31 OCTOBER.] Supply. 10()7 

'\Y c sec, tliercforc, a serious increa~c in the 
iwportation of cotton as a result of tlw taritr 
J•oiicy of tl:o Federal Government. 

In rcganl to other primary induotrieo also 
vvc find the same oorry story told by statis
tics. \Ye {;nd that the tobacco grower, as 
well as the cotton and sugar growers, has 
been sufferiug under this lirnitcd and short
:-ightcd pulic: of the Federal Governrrwnt. 
\Yith r·cgard to peanuts, \YC find the sa1nc 
melancholy story. In 1930-31 only 24,000 lb. 
uf peanut~ \\ere irnported into the Cornmon
\n a1th. Iu 1933-34 the in1ports had iucreascd 
to 3.712.\C'D lb. That i11creasp has or_;currccl 
during a. few '-Tears O\Yrng to the cha.Hgcd 
Fcdcrrtl fiscal policy of the Lyons Aclminis
t~·a;:ion. 

:u,·. H LoSELL interjected. 

:\lr. L_\HC02\1J3E: I have hero the> strttc· 
rnPnt of the chainr1an of the Pennnt Board. 
In lti~ ovinion the industry has received a 
knock from which it vvmtld be hard to 

and he severely castigated the 
GoYernn1cllt on the eve of tho 

_Fe~._icnd clccLion fo1· the dangerous policy of 
.Adrnini~tration in regard to peanut::-. 
head iug is " Poor l1eturn." 

The TE:\IPOR.-\llY ClL\IR!YL\:-.1: Order! 
The lwu. illenlhcr has exhausted the tirne 
all<nn:cl hin1 under the StanJlng Orders. 

c,lr. RCSSELL (Hamilton) [11.2 a.m.]: I 
do not ]lO-~C' as au agricultnral cx.pcrt) but 
I t·auuot allow ~Oirlf' of the .statcnJPHt.s 1nadc 
l,y tLc holt. nlPiubcr for Rockhmnpton to 

unchallenged. 1t is habitual for him 
o poo..c as the fanner's friend ancl to abu:;e 

i_l--:e Lyo11s CoYPl'lll1lellt for, t~s he says) having 
perpetrntcd VJ.,rious kinds of injustice;:i 
ugain~t the prinw.r\ protlUCl'rs of this State. 
\\' e know the Scull in Government some years 
:-'.go introduced a vPry high tariff. In the 

of Yar1ons industries throughout 
they impo ... ecl high in1port dutiP~. 

TiiPro ha~ bee11 a great ontcry in the Sonth 
,JHl ,,-h.il•_• v.-c. in Qnecn~lancl, na,turally 

d>';;;ircd Olll' O\Yll 1n·in1 .ry indtt'~tric:-:. 
::!Jotdr1 rct the greatest protection pos-

\YC lllU::-J, at any rate. g1·ant this fact 
Lnour o[ the Federal Govcrmnent-that 

the? ~Jl'C gove1·ning the whole of Australia. 
TlH•rP are 111any intPrf'sL~ oppo: eel to this 
protection. "·hic·h partieularly fav-ours 
Qul'f'nsland industrif''-'. \Yhilf' it is qnite 
popular for LaLonr members here to declaim 
ag:\iu~t the Lyons Govcrnlnent in regard to 
industries that are specially Queensland's, wo 
must l'PJnen1ber thnt thr-rc is a bi~· section 
of the people in th0 Sonth-inclttding a big
,ection cf La.bour people thcrns0lves-·who 

vcr:v antagonistic to Queensland bccausc 
a1iegc \VC have received undue protec-

T am not at all backward in asking 
fnr tk' ~rcate't protection possihlo for 
Qnccu.slnncl's pri1nar)-7 industries, but it rnust 
be CJOrno in mind that there are two sides 
rn the question. 

The hon. member just now mcntioned pca
ll!W If he vv-ill turn to the happenings for 
! il•' v<'nl' 1933-34 lw will find that the im
portatiow' of JWanuts took place with the 
con,,cnt of the I'eannt Board to a limited 
extent. The prote.;tion afforded on whole 

,nuts is 4cl. a lb._ ancl on kernels 6d. a 
lh., ~nd in the hon. mernber'::: own electorate 
of Rockhampton he will find the pea.nut 
growers are absolutely satisfied with the pro
tection they are to-day receiving. 

i\lr. LARC01IBE : They are not. 

R CSSELL: I know better. 
~llr. L.\RCOMBE : I know better. 

:VIr. E CS SELL: I am not going to allow 
the hon. member to got away \Yith the state
ntent that the Lyon.J GoYernrnent are the 
grcatc,t r dhcrents to a policy of restrictjon. 
'\Ye knol'. that in the past not only he but 
al~o otllll' rnen1bcrs on the GoYenuneHt side 
have cndca\·oured to fasten on the Lyons 
CoYPl'ntneiJt, a policy of n~striction of exports 
to G,·cat Britain. That is ab olutclv without 
foundation. \Ye remembr·r that Mr. S. :YI. 
Dnu:c n:visitcd ~~u~tralia and \Yarned u::; as 
to tlw trend of British policy. vYhat he told 

then i;, quitr· tru~, because already t·e~tric
ha ,.e been irnpo~cd on the irnportations 

"L'tl be{'f frorn Al'g'l'!ltina. The fear 
\\'a~ restriction ntight, aLo be inrpo:-:;ed 
Olt ~I mrralian beef. vYr' kllO\Y that as a result 
nf l:;riti-311 policv u subsidy has been granted 
tu the Jocnl lwef Jlroducers to enable thern 
1 J corupete y;ith the large import_ations of 
chilled :JC·ef. n10stly h·orn the \rgent1na.. Aus
tralia onlv olt the verge of things in 

\\ {tlt t be chill eel beef trade, and 
tln'r·c i.~ no sngge:-;tion whaJ(_'YCr of re->trictions 
beiEg placed on Australian chilicd bed. At 
the same time I quite admit that we should 
lw fooli ,h incl"ed if we were to neglect to 

ronsidcration the effect of r·c~tric
cxports. There is no doubt that 

the ,~,-hol0 trend of British policy 
of l'C3triction. \Ye have to cornbat 

that, and I deny that the Lyons GoYernrncnt 
a1·e adYocates of restriction. I aho deny 
that thP Labour Go,·crntnent in Queensland 
"ere the lir't to lead the opposition ag-ainst 
the pollcv of rPstriction. EYery Rectiou of 
1"110 people in Au~tralia to-day is against a 
polic).' of re ,triction. and no onn party can 
claim a1n· credit for it. The whole of the 
JWOplr! of Australia arc well ach-isecl To oppo_se· 
ir. hecansc \YC know Ycry ·well that rf rcstriC-
1-imu arr placed on our Pxports it ''rill be 
di~-rt.,trous to Australia. T say that eyery 
l!Wn vdJO has the welfare of this country at 
lu~art ntn--f be agalrBt :1 policy of restriction. 
"It is idlt> for t}J0 Labour Go\Terrnnent to pose 
a:-: thP 11\'ople who }('cl the opposition against 
l'f ... t1·1ctiC'tl. EY(~rv St:1te in t11t.; ConllllOll
'""C'Ult h i:-) ag·rtin~t 1;0sh·iction. 

Th0 SEcRt::T\RY FOH AGRTCCLTURE: \Yere 
tl1cv bcfnrf' ::\Ir. Bruce 1nado l1is Yi~it to 
Au~tralia? 

:VIr. RCSSELL: Yes. 
The :"J:~EEHRY FOll AGRICULTURE: Ko. 

:VIr. RCSSELL: The ::\Iinister knows that 
C'YC'l'V _;;,tatclnent is.sne~l on the subject \Vas 

agai~J;:;t :> policy of l'eRtricbon. But, no 
ltlatiPr what \\'C sav, we ;:.,hall have to prepare 
our ca~P. because 'it is imr1ossible for 9"reat 
Britain to ab,orb the enormous quantJt)' of 
primary producn now going on to that 
tnarket. 

:VIr. G. C. T.lc"LOR: What caused the 
Conntrv Putv to refuse to ~o in with the 
Lyons GoYernfnent in the Follert'Ll arenn.? 

1\Ir. RCSSELL: What has that got to do 
IYith the ~ubjcct? I adrnit that '"e in Aus
tra1ia n1n.st f·rame a poliCJ7 in regard to our 
cx_ports. As I said recently, we have. a 
o·oocl ca;;;e \Ye haYe to nH-)et our coinnut-
~cc'lt'. m{;! ye have to dev-elop this countrr: 
and, \\-hat is rnore irnportant tl:-an that) ·wh1.le 
tLere is an agitation in certain quarters 111 
Great Britain for the imposition of restric
tions on Dorninion products as \vell as on 
foreign products, the sentiment in the old 

JJir. Russcll.] 
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country is strongly in our favour so long as 
we are prepared to live up to our engage
ments. 

There is a g·ood deal of controversy over 
the Ottawa Agreement. The Australian 
manufacturer says, and the Labour Party 
says likewise, that the Ottawa Agreement 
was framed in the interests of British manu
facturt3rs. The British n1anufacturers say 
that the Ottawa policy was frame-d to keep 
them out of this country. Then again, the 
British producer says that he wants some 
protection against the Dominion producer, 
and the Dominion producer claims absolute 
preference in Great Britain. Between these 
conflicting ideas there must be some way 
out. vVo can get fair treatment in regard 
to our primary produce overseas provided 
we do not ask for everything and give noth
ing. We may enter the negotiations for this 
new agreement in a spirit of compromise, but 
we cannot expect to have everything our 
own way any more than we can concede to 
Great Britai!l the right to have everything 
that she wants. I rose to sav that we 
absolutelv refute the assertion~ that 
Lvons Government were advocates of a 
of restriction. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [11.10 
a.m.]: I am pleased to be able to congratu
late the Secretary for Agriculture in asking 
for an increaoed appropriation for the Chief 
Office this year. It indicates that the de
partment is fulfilling its duty in an efficient 
manner and that it is making for progress 
in this State. 

One must bear in mind the recent remarks 
by the Under S<Jcrdary for the Dominions, 
Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, and one must not 
ovedook the fact that no doubt that gentle
man has visited this country with a view 
to ascertaining the position of our primary 
producers so that he may report to his 
Government should they find it 
to impose further restriction 
in the interests of their 
tries. Mr. Macdonald 
a[j-ricultEral industries 
declined because of the 
of primary produce frmn 
foTE":ign countries. VVe 

problem as 
must be 

world 
and 

also 
the 

:'vir. J. G. BAYLEY: Never. 

[Mr. Russell. 

Canada there is a huge French-Canadian 
population. At the same time discussions 
were taking place at the primary producing 
conferences in this State, such as the local 
producers' associations, which forced th& 
British Government to the conclusion that a 
confc>rence of the Dominions was necessary 
to discuss primary pr?duetion and the quota 
of pnmary Imports mto the United King
dom. The British Government recognised 
that that method was the only one to stop 
such d1scussrons, particularly in Canada, and 
decided that a conference should be held at 
Ottawa. 

Allied with this question is another OPe 
conceming the investments of the British 
investor in prima.ry industries in foreign 
countries. At the conference with Mr. 
Malcolm Macdonald, Under Secretary of 
State for Dominion Affairs which was held 
in this Chamber on Mond~y afternoon last 
I asked a question which had greater bear~ 
ing on the issue than hon. members con~ 
ceded. It related to the manner in which 
t.he pressure from investors in Argentina was 
going to be taken by the British Govern
ment when it became a question of their 
inYestmcnts as against the investments by 
another section of the British community m 
tho prin1ary producing intereRts in Aus
tralia. Hon. members are cognisant of the 
fact that millions of pounds of British money 
are invested in our wool industry. In fact, 
half the stations in this State are controlled 
by overseas institutions, such as G olds
brough, Mort, and Company, and Dalgety 
and Company. \Vhen we realise that half 
of the land in this State on which wool is 
grown is controlled by investors in Britain, 
"e get down b the basis of controL 

Mr. SPARKES: Do you object to the Rritish 
ir::vestor? 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: No, I do not. But 
I desire to point out that another section 
of British inYestors have more money in
vested in forei(\n countries, and th a.t their 
interests n1nst be considered vYhcn it con1es 

·to question of the importation of primary 
from this countrv. That is thee 

n'ason for my contention ~that -w0 bave a 
tough fight ahead of us to find a 
for the surplus of our primary pro

rfn;<ts which is eYer on the Increase. \Ve are 
in ;?0 far as we do not suffer fron1 

E'xtraordinari]v hard ~easons that 
front primc.rv nroducers in Canada. It 

nroverf that Que~mhnd can nroduce 
in the world. Quite recently 

factorv in the K ingaroy dis
highest possibk award fo!' 

the Don1inions. That 
we can offer the Bl'itish 

consumer the finest article tlw world can 
Therefore, we should be trcate·d 
from the producer in Argentina 

and other co'lntrics. That is oae of the 
problems which not only this Parlia
rnent but everv other Parliament in 
A nstralia and the~ of the pri-
F''l"PV prodllf'')r"' solve. If the British 
('i;~·~rnmollt- de.~ ire the Dominions to rernajn 
ns an part of the Rritish Common

then we should hnYc firet 
n1arkets for our pro-

our first 
m defence ·of the Empire, and 

so paid a price that is one of the 
chief causes of the great l!m·clen of taxation 
from vvhich we arc suffering. AJter all, \vh:/ 
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do we want to worry so much about Argen
tina, a country whose primarv production 1' 

carried on with cheap black iabour? If we 
believe in the predominance of the British 
race. surely to goodness v,"e can den1and a 
predom_inancc for British peoples engaged 
m prnnary production for the home 
markets? That is what we want. 

arc agitating· the minds of 
Governments and of the 

Governrnent: }low best can \Ve retain 
prestige that we .:;njoyed in the past, 
how can wc deal wrth the huge problem 

nnemployment? The under Secretarv of 
State for Dominion Affairs is giving 'this 

the " once over " with a view to 
in the future some o£ England's 

populat10n on Australian land if it 
can po2Sibly be. dC?nc .. That is the objective, 
not because Bnt<tm hkes to do rt-she does 

want to get rid of any population unless 
popn:ation is becoming a menace to the 

country--but undoubtedly the unemployed 
pojoulation of Britain is growing daily. The 
Bnhsh Governm_cnt recogmse that if by the 
]udrcwus expendrture of a few million pounds 
they can place some of their unemploved on 
land settlement in the Dominions thev will 
not only assist the Dominions to provi"de an 
asset to the country, but in the event of the 
Empire being tackled in the Pacific will give 
th~m a. population that would, perhaps, be 
ab:e to ha:>dle the local situation .. The only 
ba~kbone m regard to that questiOn is the 
pnmary-producing industries. No research 
is required convince anyone that the main 
Dfccss1ty of primary industries is markets. 
\Ve have rectched " stage when 
tho primary will haYe to be pro-
vided for in sa-me V1n1 v as suburban 
dwellers arc with transport facilities. 
In other . a market must be provided 
before pnn1ary production can be increased. 
The ~act that country in the \Yorlcl 
workmg alcng same lines creates the 
blem. So , a 1arg·o nnmber 
uncr..oploy0a so long 

of 

old countrv 
. n1orc tu1en1ployed \verB 
111 ;,-..:ork and a Letter market created 

the prlrnary prqducers. 

~\1r. KEK::\Y: lie also told vou that the 
Labo:Jr rJolicy in Gre&t Britai1; \Vas restric
tion. 

: :\Ir-. 21lacdonald 
the for West Moreton 

only sol~.1tion of the difficultv \vas to 
into tvork, u which 

was the majm problem of the 
Government. 

?vir. A~~?-:Axn: You arc speaking about a 
ccrJfL<JeLtial rnceting \Yhicl-. took place on 

Monday, and you are attempting to get 
confidential information into "Hansard." 

.:\Ir. G. C. TAYLOR: The attitude of the 
hon. member is that he can discuss it, but 
no one else can. 

Let us deal with the woollen industry, 
'.Yhich we know is one of our greatest primarv 
industries. We find a desire on the part o"f 
certain importers to foster a trade in this 
eountry for cheap goods that are manufac
tured out of wood pulp. The people of this 
country should recognise that every time they 
purchase material made from wood pulp they 
are domg a good turn, not to their own 
people in this country, but to the Norwegian, 
Russian, and American peoples. With the 
aid of science we are able to make a finer 
woollen article than has been produced dur
ing the history of manufactured woollen 
goods. The controllers of our emporiums 
could at least afford the people the oppor
t!mity of purchasing these goods at a fair 
price, therefore enabling more sales to be 
effected· than is the case when these goods 
are sold at the present prices in competition 
with rayon and other materials made out of 
\Yood pulp. The greatest obstacle confronting 
the woollen mdustry is the increasing pro
duction of synthetic goods, rts a result of the 
application of science to industry. The pur
chase of cheap goods made from wood pulp 
nnd artificial silk is detrimental to our home 
industry. The importation of cheap foreign-

goods is a very un\Yise po~icy, because 
one has to send money to other 

countries for goods they cannot be regarded 
as cheap. 

Mr. SPARKES: You do not send 
out. You send goods out 
yours in return. 

:11r. G. C. TAYLOR: How 
·cnitcd States of America 

the gentleman any 
to the trade 

united States o£ f\flH'l"lCH. 

I\:lr. SPARKES: England, too. 

same! 

:tlso like to n1ako a. few roma,rks 
the attitude of 

in regard to 

Knnro: Isn't the Dill cmning for-

JJ1r. G. C. Taylor.] 
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Uepartrnt~nt ubo ha3 insp0ctors, but owing 
to the archaic di~tribution systcnl--

An 0PPOSl'riON 3.fr;::uBER: Do you want 
nwre inspectors? 

Mr. C. C. TAYIJ\R: It does not require 
n1ore insvector~. Ail that i.-_; ncccssa.ry is a 
proper sy,.lem of control. I am of tho 
opinion that the citic•s of tOydncy. Adelaide. 
IVleibourEc. and l)erth •xould :not have ::-uch a 
lo, infantile death rate were it not for the 
£ad thEt they June coutrolled milk sup
plies. \Yhen their children were fod 011 pure 
rnilk, and not on 1nilk taken from diseased 

the infantile: Jnortalit\ rate \Va~ 
nlorta'litY rate has 
infantile. mortalitv 

h.AYC been lowered. 
owing to of 1nu·e 1nilk '·Up-
plic •. 

~Ir. Ax~·;\:\D: The pc'oplc cannot a fiord to 
buy milk. 

D.Ir. l~. C. TAYIJ>E: Tbc llmL lllC111ber 

do::; not kno"\v '.dutt he is ta.lking about. 
l\Jilk is chc"~lH~r to-dav th1n it has beeu 
for It i:-; too elH~ap for tho dairyn1c11 
to he to ptoducc it pro!ltably. \Vhcn 
one eau g-o uut to ;: farnl and bu-r 1nilk frOill 
5~d. to 6~d. a gallon, and 1vhcl1 it is :'OiJ 
in the cit} for 4d. and 5d. a quart, it shows 
tht-rc is ~oruething ro.clicalJy wrong \\·itlt t!H' 
systen1. 

3rir. ~\xx.-\X:::l: The CtllllOt afford to Ln:. 
it Lo-da,v. 

l\lilk can be bought 
rl'he holl. IllellllJcr 

fact that .. c:hcap good::, 
the slogan the Aus

adopt. Chl'ap goods 
.uwkP Cl1cap peovlc are of 
no valut-' to u C'Ollll11'initp, a uatiun. or ::un-

clse. The dair:·ing indn5try, padic-lt-
111 and a round tlH_, Dri::-ba11c area. will 

~n Yery ucar fnturc he ablo to con
~-;-ratHLltc thi·- l;oYenunc:llt on haYing Jouc 
It ~onw g·uo;J by tllu pa::-,..-:age nf a 13111 
throu~h P,: I"li<:llilPllt. I arn Jj,·ing in hopes 
that the hon. member will be ablo to support 
1L Ill tlu: ,~cry near future. After that Biii 
hecorue .. la the infa.ntile 1nortalitv rate of 
the city \Yill be rc•ducl ,J, and the iuilk pro

will l'L't·eiYe thl' right price for their 
~mppli( ~J to tlw city of Brisbane. 

SP~ARKES (]),,fl,:;l [11.31 run.]: It i, 
to fiud that the hon. n1ernber for 

is departing from the policy of the 
L--..bour Party in regard to increas-ing the• 
po 1.ntlaiion of the connir··. ..._--\._ tnillion ot 
nwt·c p <Jplc in Au~tralin \n:uld be a gre,1t 
ht'nt•I:L to the ConlnloinYealth, bl1t that i;;, 
11ot the r~encral opinion of JnC'mLer~ of th,• 
Labour Part~v. 

Thr• quc:'ltimr of l'C'3trictiun ha~ lwc11 
thra>lwd thre.~dharr.~.. but, irrPspectivc of 
wh,'t. the hon. lllC'nlber ha~ told us, I think 
that 1£ WP \Hre prepared to trade with Enf!· 
land there v; ould ncYcr be an v rne11tion 
of r, striction.. \Ye ha \·e set up "around us 
ccrL:1.in l'('strictivn tariff.s ao'nin:-'t the peoph~ 
in .Sng!u,nd who are able

0 

to manufacture 
certain goods. Thev ha Ye retaliated bv 
askiHg that some method of restriction be 
irnposcd in their favour. In this countn· 
we have the conditions which enable us t~ 
prodL<ce th~ raw ma.terial. but England has 
the conthtlons whcrebv this ra\v 1naterial 
can be manufactured: The fact of the 
matter is that \YO in Australia. to-day want 
to have the trade all ono way. 

[Mr. G. G. Taylor. 

I ro;c to reply to tho ho!L member for 
Hockha1npton in regard to bigh freights. 
I n grce with hixn as to shipping freights. 
I 5honld like to inforrn hirn, especially as 
he 'lt Oil!! tirnc \Vas Secretary for R.a.ilways, 
th l the railwav freights on our cattl<J play 
a Yery irnportant part in our charges long 
Lh:fore they reach the ship's holds. I-Iorc 1s 

n i hshnce. For 28 bullocks aud 210 m'>.; 
co1J::1igned f:ron1 I(ajabbi, North Queensland, 
tn a ~(Jl'thcrn n1oatworks, the O\vner received 
£1 J:->. 3·d. a hl)nd and the H.ailwa~- Depart· 
ll!eat rc,;oi;-ed £1 2o. 9d. There is the point. 
Jlow in the nan1o of 1-leayon is he going to 
send his cattle to the other side of the world 
aud 111ake his busj ncss pay? Tho hon. n1em
ber criticised shipping freights, but he could 
do ~on1cthing as regards the lo1voring of rail
\'. a: eh a rgcs. 1:-l P cnnnot do Ycry rnuch 
r,'garding shipping. A return of £1 Ss. 3d. 
to tlu' grower for each beast a11d a l't~turu 
nf !~1 2-::. 9d. to the Hailwav Dcnarttneut fo1· 
cOil\'t' iuS!' that Le~u:;t to the~ work~, is a coul
tJlr·l~' au:~IYCr to the a:;:sprtion of the hen. 
J1lonbcr that raib•. ay freights arc uot high. 

;\lr. NIM:'vlO (Oxley) [11.35 a.m.]: I desire 
to ~a,, that ::-.o far as .I an1 concerned tho 
Dcpa;tnH'nt of Agriculture and Stock is ful
idling good \York, but the policy of the 
Labour Acln1inistration in COlHICctiou witl1 
the uuu1 on ihr~ lalld i:-::; practically runilla
tiull to him. Tht~ hon. 1nen1bor for liock
halllptou this 1norning dealt v;,~ith :-.hipp111g 
£,-,<ght,. \Ye know that there was a time 
'' lu'JJ there \".as rnuch talk on tho frPight on 
l'·oo! from the CeutraJ district o£ Qnee11~lanJ 
tn f3ri~hanc. ]t \ra~ alleged that tllC Rail-

DL'lHll'ilucut. bY a svstern of t.apering 
Ll,Ycur"d Bris~lmne, ·a~ again~t noar~r 

Tl1e H.od\:han1ptou veoplc did tLeir 
t to stop it, in order that the .shipping 

]"·'ople ruight load the \Yool hen· and carry 
tr) Bri~ rlC'. This ::-ho·wcd thnt under fair 
{ J--dit ~hipping freight~ arc very 1nucl1 

arc rail way fl·c,ights notwith~ 
the criticls1u of the hon. lllCnlbcr. 

1. t.Ye \'i'l'Y nnteh cheaper freigl1t~ 
jf it vycre not fur the indu""'· 
pa~sed by the L ;bOi.tr Party, 

rcsnon~ible. in sou1e for int-
ro;lll'; iHq,c;_ciblt· conclition:-; 011 ship-
ping con1panjcs, and naturally is reflected. iu 
the ±\·eight<-, charged. The two shil1ping com
P'Jl!iL..-:.--thP ~-\clelaide Steam:-:llip L\Hnpauy 
alld thP IIo\Yard Sn1ith ~ontpan:'-have to 
pn inr·mnc i-a;x 011 their Ln··.ines.-; in Qul~en . .::-
1 ;Ld. and thP rah' inq)oo,cd h.v thi~ c..;ovcru
n:ent i .. terrifically high. Tbjs has t.o he 
JYtid by the ~hipping coinpanics 
and Ly the prinwry producer:;:. 
The producers making me of the 
~hips haYc to indirc-ct.h~ tl!0 inco1ne 
tax dw rg·£'s le·. if'd tht~ G'JVP.l"lllHPllt. 

The hon. m cm bcr alw sa id that the nolicv 
of the big financial institutions wa~ 
haras.:;:ing the men on the land, but haR he 
forgotten that "~xhen the depres~ion \i\'as 
experienced in this country the big financial 
instit uhons rcdur0d their interest rates aln1ost 
inuLediatel:v? The~v were dO\Yll to 4 per 
cent. \vhibt the CoYcnunent \Yerc ::;till charg
iHg the primary produrers 5 lX~r cent. and 
6 pci' cent. through the Agricultural Bank. 
It was not until tho hon. member for Cook 
gave notice of a motion dealing with interest 
rates charg,,d by the Agricultural Ban[, that 
the GoYel'llDl('llt \Ycre forced to reduce their 
intere3t charges, and eyen then they gayc 
way wmilling·ly and stipulated that thu 
farmers should not enjoy any reduction until 
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1st .January, 1935. The big financial institu
tions 1'tJnccd their interest rates oyer twel \"C 
and eighteen rnonths ago. 

It 1~ trtw that ovcrs0as ~hipping freights 
aro high, but the policy of the F0cleral 
Labou1· Government contributed in part to 
thi;,: "'\Yhen the Scullin Go\·('rnrncnt \vere 
in pOI\"'Pl' in the Federal arena and l\Ir. 
Ford1-' \Vas ~\Iinister for Trade and ·C'1::.ton1s, 
a hig·h tariff was in1posed. .A.ny inclustry 
that {'Cl n function iH this countrv on an 
<)( Jno:nic basis is entitled to eYcry p.rotcction, 
but \Ye :-;lJOuld not Sf'ck to bestow an over
gcneron:> Itl(;'bUre of protection upon an 
i.ndu..;try that gives no indiration of becoming 
an oconorni( sncc0ss. l)uring the tln1e that 
~\L·. Fonle \vas rdinish~r for Trade and 
Cu twn~ the i:nportation of plate glass from 
Relginm was prohibited. 

Tlw TE:\IPORARY CJ-L\.IR:'v!A::i': Order: 
I a>k the hon. member to confine his rPmarks 
to the Yotc under di!c,,-ussion. 

1Ir. :\TTMMO : The action of the Federal 
Go\'C'l'lllliC'nt \\~ts responsiblP for one--way oYer
sea lntffic. ancl I contend that that a.epect 
of onr cornnlPrcial actiYilics can be di~'ll-,sed 
undnr thi.; yote. That js one reason why the 
~hipping COlllpanies had to irnpose higher 
o· cr~ra. freight rates. 

The TE~IPORAHY CliAIR:\IA='!: I 
1Youlc1 rotuind thP hon. HlC'mbrr that the 
Con11nittec is dea1in~· \Yith the Yoto for thP 
Chi('{' Offit -,_ l)cllarhucnt of ~\griculture and 
Sto•·k. lt permit. of a Yery wicle scope for 
di:-;cnF.,."ion in dealing- \Yith prin1ary product3, 
but gla~~ j~ Hot one of thc1n. 

:\Jr. '\iii'vDIO: It i,; ono of the articles 
that can lle cxcbangell for vrin1ury proJuce 
fro!<1 t)Ji~ countr.:", arHl in that \\·ay the 
priruary nrodueer could be assisted. The 
on'rsca stJiTJJling colnpanit'S were con1pelled 
to ('harg L1):.d10r rate~. hecausP under the 
l :ll'iff po]jcy l<i id down by tho Fedcnt1 :Labour 
UnYPl'JJnH'llt t1L·v had to Yislt this c:onntry 
"iih their hulk practically cmj1ty in ordc.r 
to S( ·u1:...' t11e landing fl·oru this country for 
other r·ts of tho \Yorld. One of our greatest 

is that \YP haYe gone rnacl on eco
noinic nationalisnl in thir; countrY. and onr 
prirHary producers aro suffering.~ 

l 1vas glad to hear tl1c hon. 1nernbcr for 
:Enoggera infonn the Comn1iUcP that thE' 
GoYCJ'lllllf-'IJt conl 0mplated th(' introduction 
of a }lilk Hill this session. I congratulate 
the DPpo.xlnlC'nt of Agriculture upon -bringing 
1hat l:i!l forward. lmt I hopr· that a mono
poh- \\·ill not be crPatod. \\~ e have long 
looker] for such a Bill. and I hope that it 
"ill cont<tin no objectionable feat.urcs. 

J\lr. C0)1110Y (Jfaranoa) [11.40 a.m.]: We 
;__ll U/)prcl'iatP the imporia,nce of agriculture 
anrl 1hc wonderful work that i> being canicd 
oitt by the cle]Jartmeut. It is freely admitted 
1har. !he nwn ou the land has rnany problcrns 
to c1ea1 lf\Tith, snd prob.:tbly the 1nost impor
t:1nt onn that rannot be avoided i~. that of 
(~l'Y :;oa:::on~. A not her 1natt0r that causes hirn 
;;:p{·ioE"- conu•rn is the low price lcYPl for 
prilll,'l'Y produce. Another is t11c lack of 
market-. [ haYe no desire to enter into the 
controH~rsy concerning 1·c.::triction of primary 
r·ro 1nction. T had an opportunit~T of hearing 
the rcmurks of the l:ndor Socretan· of State 
for Dominion Afl'airs, 11r. ::-.facdonalc1. 
<ie1iYPred in this Chan1ber a few days ag·o 
in C")tmectinn ,,-ith this matter. \Yool com
nland~ an international market) but for the 
rc't of our ]Jrimary products wo mnst rely 
"i'Oi! tl:c market in the United Kingdom. 

A short time ago a clel<'gation was sent by 
the present G OYernment to the East with the 
object of ascertaining what likelihood there 
1,"a3 of an increa~e iu our n1arkcts. in that 
part of the world. I read the report fur
nished by the delegation on its return, and 
I regret to say that there does not seem 
to be much prospect of this State's increasing 
its business there. The report, amongst other 
things. s(ate.d-

,, Little prospect of early 'ubstantial 
jncrcasc of Queensland ('Onnnodities< 
There were possibilities of extomled trade 
in hard\\·ood, lc•ather, ra\V cotton, fresh 
fruit, dried meat, anJ fi,h products. 

" Dm·elopmcnt must be limited, ancl 
must face keen competition and low 
prices." 

Our trade with Ea;;tenl countries is not large 
aiHl is confined to foodstuffs. One of the 
troubles confronting an extension of ou:e 
trade \Yith E;1,stcrn eountries is the lo\v wages 
that exist there as compared with the wages 
paid in this State, and the comequent lo>'· 
purchasing po,ver of Eastern peoples. 

One ot· two hon. :ltC'nll}('r;;; L~l, (' di-,-
f'll':-'C'd tlw dangcT to our dairying industr3 
froru t~'C eou1petitinu of ruGrgnrillt'. App~~
rent h in otbcr Stah'''·. ruorc l;art i'·tdarlY 

\licturia. rnargarine j.:.; bocon;illg a Yt'r~ 
lllCllace to th dai1'~Ting indu.~t1·y. It 

hr; _, L_L'n found J.:CCPf'fl · Yi(_ toria to 
inn·cducc atnPndin,u: le de {lling· \Vith 
irs IllartUfaCilll'P. T du noi tllillk th"l'e i:-:: 
<t:J:-thiug likP tllf' an!Olllit uf c·cu1pc•t itio11 at 
iftP lll'C'S('tlt tilnl' }n Qn• C'l -Ltnd lTl \L'( il 
nHtrg-arirw flnd bnttPr n-; thl't'C i~ -l-:-1 olllPr 
Stale;:,, but there i;-; 110 thl' fad 
that tl1i~ real dan•;:cr iJJclTa t· 
in 11H• futlltl'. l!l \'ic~ori·t tlwt ('(; n ).'tirioL 
ha;;;: br~,con1c a very ~crjous. problenl. 
''Qneenslancl Prodncer," of 17th O"toucr 
ill lk,:,ling with this qu0~tim1. inter alia. 
,(a(cs-

,; .~\ spurio.u" aiH~ delct~_,rio~t LYJ.d
1

• pru
du('t ,.,·ns bcn:;g fo1:--tcd on Ltt· t'LdJ:tc a:-:. 
'•'Jnu:thing that IYa~ a":l good as ur lH•th'r 
dwn butter. It '~as coloured to 
re~cn1hlc thw~ y-,JuaLle 
t''''"Cll{'t'~ \YP!'f' n<1dcd to 
lnttt0r fiayour so that the d<''-'l'J't:ou 
\nmlrl bo perfect." 

Tltc articl<\' proceeds -
'·The utrno:-:.t y]g:ilance i~ tht•rcfore 

necc:-<sar~T on the }'art of dpp;n·t nental 
in~lH:?CtOl'\ and those dircci ly c··~ga ~~<'d 
l n dail·Ying, to preYent a con ti l!lld ucc of 
the Sl'l'lOUS injnr~.' that. Jta-::; reet·111.ly lwt n 
inflicted on Hw QTeat inchv•trv io \Yhid1 
t ht>y aro enguge~1." · 

Therefore, the po~ition appeal'!-- to lH· thnt 
iinnlelliatc1v thP price of butter iJJCl'Cases 
th[~ n1aJJufa.=:tnrf'r~ of 1narg:ariric get 
a. !"'Id pla-ce :n larger quantity of that 
on the 11Hlrket. The rnanu'facturet·;-: 
ab]e to proclnrf' n1ari.!:nrine 
l'X]H'l'l,, have difficultv ~in d(•tectillC.:.' fro;n 
butt: r. J)ai1''·iug ]:-; to.o i11!porUt11t 1:,1 indu~-

to rwnnit it to sufl'el' lJy CU!npc1 i1 iOll 

sudt an a1·1i(·k a~ rnaruaritk. l\Ior-
g-arine ha:; its US('S, but 1\'lH'u ~it tUillC' jnto 
( OHlpetition vvith butt0r. and ~,·rion;:;lv 
hara"Se~ our grrat dairying indu:-:try, i1 {:::; 
time GoYerninents took :-,Otne aC't1on. Thou
sands of people arc t•ngagccl thruughmJt 
Au~tralia in the dairying indu-.,tr.";-, which 
is an important factor in our f•xport trade, 
and helps Allstralia to 111Pct her cr;erscas 
commitments. It has hPcn found ncc·~,:s~ar:y 

Jllr. Conroy.] 
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in Vic-toria. to am(~ud the lJ!'(•Yiun:> 1( <l-
tion with _ H':c.;pcct to rnargarine. 
rcC"clltl,v a Bill "\YH:-: introduced maJ.:..it,g tilt' 
fulio\Ying anwnchrH•nt ro :-icdiun 235 of ttll' 
ilv1lth _L\ct: --

'· :~.largar;DP ;;;hall not LP co 1 0IIl'Cd iu 
i1nitarion of ;-,O a.;;; to l'C'S{'Ulblt._· butter.'' 

in acld]Liun. the• following \vord-1 
to ~Lhe cction :-

.. ~-\!:d 1:0 li._lnicl or tnatrri<ll \utlte:· 
ti: a a 11a tund a nin1al fat) of .r:.t ~-t•llo\Y
(Oioured ti11t or hue shall be usr~d ill th~..• 
Jll'OU'SS or tht' niunufuctun' of uwr-

~ha ll ('olouriug ;:;tdJ-

u::-:cd iu 
pro~ <':-""' ,(' 

Tl1at -could mean that margarine \YOL!ld be 
a different colol!r, probably just the ordinary 
white colour, and uo trouble vvould be 
{'Xpcricnccd in distinguishing 1nargarine 
from bllttcr. "\s a result the public would 
not bo inlpo.:'ed upoa by haYing nlatga.rinc 
thrust UJIO!l them in the belief that butter 
was bei11g pu1·cha~r:d. 

I al:-:o dc~irc to touch upou the que~tion 
of the employment of boys on farms. I think 
it the hon. DlCinbcr for Cooroora ·who 
i•t that he had been irlfor·med that it \nls 
difficult to obtain boy;:; for fru:nl work at a 
11 of £1 a v _,ck ttnd keep. The establish-

of the fann training ~chool at St. Lucia 
was usC'ful not only a:<. <1 lllf'ans of training 
Lo:vs in fann \'':ork but al~o for exporirnental 
puq)o:;:e::;, for its close proxi1nity to the 
dcpartinenLJJ oHicers ill Brisbane ruade it of 
especial value in that connection. The follow
ing rr-:marks in tht· Go,·ernoi·s Speech rnay 
be noted:-

" Tll< establishment of the farm train
ing ~chool fot !Joys at St. Lucia and thC' 
:'ChClllt: fo1· rurat tl'uining of youth:; direct 
by th'" farnwr, both of \\·hich \\·ere 

la':it. year aunot achieve• their 
the parents thenl

~dvc~ a ... _,i:,t the Covennnent by encourag-
ing their boys to seize the opportunity so 
affon1cd." ~ 

first diificultv is to obtain bovs for 
TlH) nl.atter" is ~d::;o referred- to jn 

i .... ;-,nc of tbe •• Economic :\Qw~.·' 
'tatr-- , 

" It i~ appropriate here to note the 
orwrations of the school farn1 at St. 
Lncia, conducted by the Department of 
,\griculture and Stock. To the 30th 
.J UlH' laP. 1., niiteLy-four bo.vs had been 
placed on fan.ns afte-r dw prcliininar\
tr.ainillg given at. the :o-;r>hool, and fift:~
OJH~ were then in attenda11cP. The boYs 
l~~al'll general farrn \York. fodder cons{;l'
vation, and tho like, and such things as 
land clearing, grubbing, and fencing on 
land awu~· from the school. The on:v 
difficulty is to get enough boys." ' 

\Yhcn that farm training school wa>~ fir3t 
established many parcuts considered that a 
good opportunity was afforded whereby their 
::-on,, could rccriYc training ln gel!eral farn1 
\YOrk and latPr on obtain cmnlovrncnt on 
farms. That is o, very good obje;,tive and 
was the spirit of the Government's intention 
in tho est a blishmcnt of this se hool, but after 
the boys have received tuition at that school 
and arc placed on farms, the question arises 

[Jlr. Conroy. 

a:-) to l.Yhat the fanner think,:; ~lJOuld bo paid 
I o the bovs and what the boys thmnselves 
thillk is :.( rr asonablo rernuner'ation for the 
work the\- do. It must be rern('ml>cred that 
rnan: of vthe;-;e have practically l·C'achecl 
the age ~.vhc11 the ordinary cotH'se of 
C'YC'llt~ thcv \VOUld bl~ leaving horne. rfheir 
agl's proba~bl~-· rauge fron1 Revcntcen to oigh
to-c•n. They arc, therc•fore, young 1nen, and 
after thev have received slx lnonth.~' tuiLiou 
at St. Llicia thcv coueider thcv arc entitled 
to n1ore wages ~than the arnol.1uts that are 
orrerl'd. If the information gircn to the hon. 
rncnJ ber for Cooroora \Yas corn~ct and the 
\Yage-; vvcre £1 a \Ycck, I do not think there 
would bP any trouble, but according to n1y 
lnfonnation; in n1any instances the v,;-agcs 
ofh reel io thc~e Loy:"l Yary fron1 5s. to lO.s. per 
\v-eek. ~elu~ro js not n1uch hope for a young 
fellow if. after ha Ying served for six 111011ths 
at a tr::tillilli.; fanu--and anybody 1vho !olO\VS 

anything about farn1 wo1·k knows that it is not 
easy--he is able to earn only up to 10s. a 
\\Pck. Xnturallv he bccorHes di;;::iatisticd. 
Th('l'e is HO outlOok for hin1· in the ntajority 
of cases. In son1e cases yoLutg n1cn arc 
pna!JJed to take up land and bec01ue farn1crs. 
SonH' fnrrr1crs are jll a position to pay rnore 
rcage' than others. but the majority of 
farn1crs <HP not in a position to pay the 
\Yage:": '' hiC'h thc.-e lads are entitled to. ...:."\ 
c-crtoin number of boYs ,,,ill scLtlc cloY n with 
the iJ.e<:t i-lwt in the 1lcar future thev will bo 
able to bccon1e fanners themseiyc~. but a 
lllilllhcr of bo.-, \Yill not lw,Ye the idea of 
l'\-Pntually hec~nuing farnH"~rs, and they wilt 
f'\.)J(Ct nlOl'(' wctgP." thau nrn oH"t~red. . . .:.\ few 
dayp. ago a kttt..'l' apprared in the ··Courier
~lail" abo·n" the :;;.jguature '· .\. Parent," 
in ,,hich tht• lack of jobs for Lv~rs on farrn;; 
~~t £1 a. vvcck IYas Inentioncd. 'rho narent 
,. ho wrotP thnt letter ddinitelv st"rcc1 that 
dwt \"\"~)·, not the ca.~c. I prcsun~e that parent 
had n son "-lw hncl attcnrlpd the Se Lucia. 
trnining fnn.u. a11rl v,as di"~~tti~licd with tilt_, 
;.nuount c::f \Yag·r~ offpred 1vhcn h0 Wf'llt out 
tu a fann, becau:"-e the !cttl'r :<.t 1tr•cl that tlw 
\Yages offered Yaried fl·orn 5;-;.. to 10s. a ,,-ef'lc 
That ~ll/"ports my contt:rltioH that difficulties 
1rill ar·iH t-l1c futnre in regord to \i\':.tgc-::. 

health,· 8lld bC'ncficial if 
arc veqnal. I do uot 

contPud that tll'· fanner should lw t·ompellod 
to pay a hi[!hcr Y:.:Lge thau he can afford. I 
1->:JJO\Y tnnnbc·r::-: (Jf farrner8. and l <.un w,~'aro 
rbat nndcr pro~cnt conditions they cannot 
afford to pay a ".-.·age of £1 a wc•ck, nnd I 
bc!ic,·c that ,applies to the great majority of 
farn1crs in Qw..!t?n~land. 

I hope that rny prophecy iu this n1~tter 
,,-ill not be fulfilled. I hope ilwt tho St. 
Lncia training- fann ·will prove to hP t•ntirel.\ 

ati:;:.fnctory. and that tlH' bo;--:~ ,,·ho pas~ 
through thi!" i11~ritution will find ctuploJHlent 
on fanns on a basis \vhich \vi11 cause thcrn 
to l>o eo m en led an cl the farnwr to lw satisfied. 

At 12 noon. 
:\Ir. \Y. T. KEG (Jiar·,·,, Ol:l' of t!:c 

pan{'l of Telll]lUtary CLair_1Jt'l1. re1ie\·t d .Lvlr. 
Glecl....:on in th•.' chair. 

}I1·. l'OXRO\~: \Yhen the ;;r)\' r.~ d!~('Ol!-
b•utP-1. a:1d the farnH~r r~ · Ji;- a1 i . ...:fiL•d, 
t!1c lad drifts bade tu tlie cit~ 

IllO.rths is COll""'C._tL~''UtJ.~· 
prP.eHcallv "Yra~tcd. I :.:.illcf'r~~h- 1nr~t l :tm 
~'iTOllg. a~nd ::-onwthing rna:v ;,,"l rtudlly he 
done• tlwt 'sill be bcnpflcial LOt, o::ly to th~ 
bo~,- ~-ho rt•ceiYf''i thi~ tuitioa lhlt. al~o !o 
tit{' fartncr h:: \Yhorn hP i.:.; ct~g;agt'LL 
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Mr. LLEWELYN (Toowoomba) [12.1 
p.m.): During the discussion this morning a 
great ded of reference h.as been rnade to 
the effect of the Ottawa Agreement. My 
conception nf the intention of the conference 
at Ottawa was that it was called for the 
Bpecific object of coming to some arrange
ment whereby there would be reciprocity 
in trade between the Dominions and Great 
Britain. It is verv doubtful whether, after 
>:t trial of twelve~ n1onths, the conditions 
agreed upon have borne the fruit that it 

expected they would. In this c-onnec
I desire to quote from the current 

Federal '' Hansarcl" the questior•s 
by Senator Elliott of the ::Vlinictc-r 

repre::;enting the Minister for CornnH:rce in 
the Senate -

" (1) Is it a fact that increased irHpor
into the United I(ingdorn fl·orn 
countl'ies during the first three' 
of this year, as conlp,ared ·with 

three n1onths of last year~ 
to-

Wheat, from .. 
Wheatmeal and Flour, from 

'l'hree rnonths, 
1933. 

7,003,120 cwt. to 
5±4, 701 cwt. to 

Three nwnths, 
1934:. 

10,333,764 cwt. 
827,180 cwt. 

Increase. 

47·5 per cent. 
51·8 per cent. 

This is during 
months after 
been arrjved at. 

limited period of 
Ottawa ..... ~greerncnt 

Mr. SPAREES: you 
Gttawa Agreen1ent? 

do not believe i,, the 

:'vlr. LLE\VEL Y.:'\: I am not expressing 
my opinions on the matter. I am endea

to show to the Committee, if the 
member is intelligent enough to gr<>sp 

point, the percentage of increase. The 
second question i:3-

" If so, do these figures not suggest 
opportunities for closer trading rela.-
tions with Great Britain?" 

Senator Sir Harry L3;wson" repli,~d as fol
lows to the hrst questwn, Yes ; and to 
the second-

" The Don1inions enjoy preferences in 
the United Kingdom of 2s. per quarter 
on wheat, and 10 per cent. ad valorem 
on th3 other items. Tho.se preferences 
afford protection to Dominion 
but the trade is, of course, 
other cconmnic factors." 

I am 
th~ 

indications 
will a Yery 

the Australian dairymen. 

Mr. GODFREY :0.IORG.\K: Do you object to 
that? 

Mr. LLEWEL Y"': Do I object to it? I 
desire that the Australian dairymen should 
be protected to th2 fullest possible extent. 

Mr. GcDFREY MoRG.I:\: I ycu 
helievcd in the brotherhood of man 

Mr. LLEWELY-'>: I do bclievo in 
brotherhood Df man, but I am afraid 

n1~:rmber for Murilla has a Jot to learn 
rc,g:ard. The point is that Rus"i" 
rronov from Germany o.nd sends her 

to Er:glar:d, n1uch to th:: disgust 
Gerrnany, of course. 

Mr. KENNY: She borrowed money from 
England and repudiated the debt long ago. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: That is so, too. Hon. 
members opposite who claim to represent the 
farming community in this State should be 
alive to these issues and should insist that 
their political friends in the Commonwealth 
Parliament see to it that the interests of 
the dairymen are protected. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: The Common
wealth members of Parliament never stole 
the dairvmen's butter as the Labour mem
bers of "Parliament did. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: The hon. member for 
Muri!la, who is so accustomed to using the 
vYord " steal " in this Chamber--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask 
the hon. membet for Murilla to withdraw 
the word "stole." 

Mr. GoDFREY ::VloRGAJ\: I did not refer to 
the hon. member for Toowoomba as the 
hon. member who stole it. This was some 
years ag·o. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR;\IIAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for ::VIurilla to with
draw the word. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN : 
the Labour Government 
farmers' butter. but I arn 
this particular party. 

Some years ago 
did steal the 

not referring to 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member to withdraw the 
word. 

Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: If you ask me to 
withdraw it, I will withdraw it, but there 
is no reason why I should. 

Mr. LLEWEL YN: The view is freely ex
pressed that the Ottawa Agreement was 
designed in the interests of the motherland 
rather than of the Dominions, but if the 
motherlaud was keenlv alive to the hest 
interests of the Domir1ions she would sec 
that the Dominions, including· Australia, got 
a fair share of any increased markets for 
primary products~ in the old country. 

Mr. BARNES (Warwick) [12.10 p.m.]: I 
have still five minutes of my time available 
to me, and I desire to make the very best 
use of it in referring to the wheat industrv 
of Queensland. To-day the representative's 
of 45,000 wheatgrowers in Australia meet to 
give consideration to the unreasonable con~ 
dit.ions that have existed far too long in this 
industry, and I wish to impress upon the 
Minister-perhaps no en1phasis is necessary 
~the need for his getting in touch with the 
movement directly or indirectly in order 
that Queensland may participate in any 
good that may come. Any Australian-wide 
policy must ha1·e some application to Queens
land, but seeing that Queensland has in the 
past done more than any other State and 
more than any other country in the wor Id to 
protect the wheatgrowing industry, it is well 
that we should he to the forefront again in 
any movement for the wellbeing and the 
development of the industry in this State. 
The farmers are sore because the industry 
has not been a profitable one. Many con
ditions are responsible for that condition of 
things. The main consid!?ration is the fact 

ll1r. Barnes.] 



1074 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply; 

that the \\-orld price for wheat ha, dropped 
as a result of Yery depressing influenceR. It 
~s not bocauso \Ve are growing too n1uch wh(,,J,t 
m the world; hut becunsc it is ''ell known 
that manv people arl' practically staryjng. 
The reason is that there is no r0al general 
trade bct\\·een counhv and coun1r' _ The 
aim of Queensland should be an 'ali-At"
llalian price for wheat. The p;-ice to be 
fh-ecl should be one that will gin' a n a son
able return to the gro,rer whiJst at the ~mne 
time not in1po~ing a burden upon the brcud 
COibllmcr. Our policy shonld be to fix a 
pricC' for hon1e consu~)lption. I undcr;,.,tand 
that 50 per cent. of the wheat grown jn 
Australia is consurned in Anstralia, and in 
these circumstances it would be -.,·ise to fix 
a n1ini1nurn price for hmnc constnnption at 
4s. 2d. a bushel on rail to the local miller. 
I also feel that we should be followiug a 
V,"ise policy if in rcsp('et of our E'XllOrt ~ur
plus we laid do·.-rn a IllininHHII priC(' of 
2". 6d. a bushc'l ou rails. Therefore, putting 
the twu together and diYiding them we 
s~cm·o a price of 3s. 4cl. a busheL which 
could. all cl should, be paid ro th0 v loeat
grO\YCr. That is a, n1ininnun price. \1-,-e 
ha,-c no right to strjko a }o,-rer aYerago price 
than 3s. 4cl. I rlo not kno'> ---lwthcr the 
2\Iini:"tcr is in ucc)rd "·ith u1v yjp,rs or not. 
Lut I do ~ay that the tin1c JH~fi arri\·f·J w1H'll 
\rc shou1cl [!'ivc consideration to thi~ a~necl 
of tlw 11·he~t qnestion. · 

:--..-or arc we helping ourselYf';; by our crude 
\Yny of n1anaging the industry-that i.s to 
ay. \VC aro not- utilising our O'".'ll n1arkct 

to 1 }H~ extent \Yhich \\ e :::hould. and are 
uuscrupnlously placing e1nbargoC's on jndus
try. Tho,e ctnbargocs arise out of tlw 
PlTOllC'Oib idea that Quecn;:;lanJ <.:;;ed a 
~tf'Ographicul utlYantagc. There 110 ~uch 
adYantage. That is 'IYhCl't' the evil crccp:3 in. 
\YP nrust face our competitor·· on an equal 
footing. It. is an absurditv that to~,,ns and 
cli,t,·ic<'- particularlv in 'the wheat belt, 
~hould b0 subjected fo the cxtreinc cmn~ cli
tion that i.:;; now taking place throngl1 }w,·lng 
to )lilY 4d. a bu--hcl OYer anrl above Quecm
l.and Ynluc::i for t.hcir vrheat. \Yhrat is sold 
in Brl~~bane rrt lkrl. a busbel on Darling 
IIarbour rates. In other IYord'!-. 2~d. a bus1H-! 
is charged io the miller on the Downs over 
and alJoYe -wlwt is charu:cd to tlw 1njllcr in 
Bri~bane. That is absu~d. bccan~C> competi
tion is kc,cnor in the countrv. \Yhat is tl1e 
rc<nlt? It has brought about the closing 
do•n1 of rnilling operations in those toiYil.'' 
for >Yeeks ut a time, bccansc flour is imported 
into "1ch places as ·warwick and Goondiwincli 
at rates ·which il1e local 1nil1er cannot conl
pete with. 

The TE:\1POHARY CI-IAIRMA::\': Order! 
The IJOll. nwmber has exhausted the time 
allowed him nnder the Standing Orders. 

~.Ir. FlJ:\'::\'ELL (Brisbane) [12.14 p.m,J: I 
take thB opportumty of congratulating the 
Minister and his oflicial.s for their splendid 
and untiring c !forts in the interests of the 
man on the lane!. In tho work thev have 
perfornJecl, the department is second' to no 
other _depart rnent._ They have giYen every 
attPntJOn and sernce to the agriculturist and 
~nan on tlJe land. ~\s a matter of fact, they 
na \ c, n1ore or Jess, 1nado themsclve<:> slaves 
in on~er that that section of the communi!\' 
"hould receive the best advice and a<sistanc~ 
it is possible to give. 

It is my desire to rder to some legislation, 
pn~srd by succ(~SSIYO Labour Governrnents, to 
which hon. members opposite have referred. 

[ Jll'. Barnes. 

That legislation _,-as passed in order that 
the agncultunst should be efficiently orga
nis<•d to lift him out of the rut lJe was in 
1YiJcn Labour came into office. I can recall 
1hat in a few years, Yvhen Che previous 
Labour Gm-crnment were in power, £37,000 
was spent from the public purse in orga· 
nising the farmers in their ov\rn interests. 
TLe Primary flrodncors' Organi8ation Act 
>Yas introduced bv that Govemrnent. It was 
founded on a constitution adopted by the 
Australian \Yorkcrs' TJnion for n1anv vcars. 
prc,~iously, and provided n1achinery tO o{lablc 
rho fa.n11crs to org·anisc their Yarious inclus
triPs on a sound -ba5i~. I cannot recall a 
case \Yhere siinilar financial assistance \Yas 

giyon by any preYious GoYernnlcnt to assist 
in the organisation of a.ny section of indus
trial workers. I claim that in that respect 
greater consideration has been sho-wn by 
successive Labour Governments to the man 
on the land than has been sho>Yll to industrial 
workers. Had it not been for the legislation 
and adn1inistration of Labour GoYernments 
the farmers would not haYe been organised 
in their Yarious industries, and they would 
not be re~eiving the re\Yard of their labours 
to the extent ihev do to-dav. Labour legis
lation has done -~lOre to 1-lelp the man on 
tl1e land than k'-\·islation passed by any 
other Government in this State. That fact 
is greatly appreciated by the majority of 
farmers, not only in this State but also in 
other States of tlw CommomYealth. The 
legislation pas-eel in the interest. of the 
farming conrn1unjty has been an1t~1~ded fr01n 
time to time to meet the changrng needs 
of the primary producers. 

That as:"istanco i-; giYPl1 to ilH· 
[Jroducer in other dir,.ri_ions i.:.: 
a 'tato1nent \\ hich rppear£>cl in the '· Conri''l'·· 
:\Jail'" of lOth ::\'m·omb, r. 1932. "'-"re it 
\Ya.;; statl'rl that ~inrf' 1920 'ass.ish1 llC _, h:. 
Comlltotn\·etdtli G·oren1mcnt i o 
primarc· inclusirios had tntrdled £11.651.367. 
<-lnd that, accordillg to the aunual rc110rt ot 
t_J' Comnron\""C'-a.hh L\udito1·-G( Pf'nll. thP 
<lUlOllllt. paid Jll the YC ll' 1931-32 \Hl"i 

£3,877.000. rrhus, hon .. ltlClll1Jc'r:< ~ ill Le 
able to ~ee the extent to 1rhich tl1e 
ind11~tries haYC bee-n a~· istcd hv bnth 
Conrn10l1\VC1_lth and State Go-..-er'nnrein:-'. 

I clain1 the tirne j_, not far distnnt whrn 
tl1o citv and intlu:-:;trial workPrs IYill !JOt he: 
Clb]t• tc~ continue to ]1C(P for pr1:nary pro
dnc·b tl1c high priC'c•s thot the·:-' h:J_YL' Lc'Pil 
able to pay to date. .'\Iuch of tL' \·encfit 
clerin~d by the prin1ary produL <-r L~-; lwPn 
made po:~ible by the cit:· and indn~trial 
worker~. 'lvlw at all tiuH--'~ pro,~iclc tLP l1e:-.t 
mark(•t. fer agrlculturi:::t That fact --1JOU1Ll 
LP recognised by hem. n1C111bC'r:- 01Jpo~il<' 
, ,'hen HH•y 111ake disparng'ing rPfPr('llCC to 
citv and industrial 1vorkcrs allcl conJ!Jl:Lin 
thUt a~;;;.istaurc i not giYen to priHJary
dncers. The mnlter slwnld Lr 1 1 

the right. pcrS])C('tiYe :1nd crcdit :~·ln·u to 
the citv and industrial \Vorker, ,,c}JO an• 
carrying the additional C'XIH'nse t-Lat f'llnhlcs 
!1rinwry prodUC'OI·-:. to b0 lHticl tJJ,. }H'(';..;ent 
J!l'iC'('S for their c·mn1uoditit·~. \YPrC' it not 
fnr the Yt'l'Y sa1 isfactorv hmnc nunkct llHH1P 

po"ible by' the cit,- an-d industrial >Yorkcrs. 
the position of the agricuJturi.sts of tl1is 
Stale would be much >Hil',,p than it is_ 

I should like to refer thP Committee to tluc 
fact that. the f:Ugar industr:v, one of on1· 
la.rgest industrie~ iu thC' Statl'. pto .lucc . ..; 
1nore than is ncce:--sary for ho1,;c require
ments. and natur;1llv h;-J~ to find ;; ntarkct 
O\'i'l'3eils for its su;,pltb procludion. Tl1e 



Supply. [31 OCTOBER,] Supply. 1075 

late~t inforn1atiou aYailablc shoiYS th:-tt 
t~UL'('Il~la lid c-ugar i:S being solJ oycrscas at 
fl..i)JlruxiHu1tPly £9 a toll, whi] "t in the cit:; 
of Bri~JJ,~U;('. and even iu \he town:; 1hat an~ 
right ill the heart of thL: sngar indu;;try. 

\Yorker is paying 4d. a lb. :Moreover, 
1:-unl butter, IYhich i~ being :3-old over

a cwt., is , :Jld to the Queensland 
136s. a cwt. These two 

in-.;t<ua-c:- to p1·ove the extent to the 
ciLY nnd i11dush·ial worker:-; lll'UTide the lL ~t 
nta.llJ•t for the proLluccrs. "N"ot onlv hon. 
lllL'tnlJC'l'-3 uppo.:~itP, but aL;o lllCll f'll~.!.."<{ged in 

farming 3nclu:;tri' "· should n'ali:-;t~ !1ovv 
npcc>...;· r~· it i~ for the lnu·dwsitF" l>owcr of 
tlw city anJ indu~rrlal work~r~j_ 1o be 
jncrr·as(·d b'-·causc that incrca~<~d purcha:-3iug 
po:YL'J' \\'Ill enable thl' fnrnll'l' to 5ell hi:' 
pl'llltar_: product:1 at a lJl'ice to \Yhich no 
ohjc·tion \Yi11 l1c Ltken l1 the· citv and 
i JHlu')t ri

1
a! \YorkC'l'·~ ~o long a~ tlu ,c· i:ec,_•lvL' 

!' '·.::-ouaulc trcatrn('tlt. 

The uuc:.-tiun of the training of bovs for 
1 rn ":Ol'j.- particulc:nlu in rc·lntion to the 

f.tri,: tn.tlnillg school at St. Lucia., is one 
1 o "hiclt l ha Ye giYen inw:b cousidc•ratioJJ, 
,~J.Li 1 l1ui·e also hcarcl tht' (_fuc:::t.ion (\id~lb:Jl'd 
L\· huu. n1PmLc1·~ 011 Loth side of tllt' C'mn
!!··il1L't'. l have Yl'l'v definite view::; oa thi . ..; 

The cii\' "lnd., will not be cucom
acl·ept oc~tlllution ou the lanU unle:,s 
•,, rate::; of lJHY antl hours Df work 
do\Hl. I understand that 127 bovs 

p<h-.L'cl through the St. LuC'ia trainirlg 
fanu. and -:3~\-l'll f!rC 110•x in th(' cour::;(~ 
of trainittg. [,:J.Y6'C pPrCL'lltage of the 127 
itn\t- lwcu !llhC't'd in Y<trious uccupiltioll on 
tlte L:nd. a .~1ua!l ]H~rt"JJtagc h·:lYC 11ot Lcen 
11]acul, a. fevv Dther:; haYC' been retunH:d 

TrtC' p_._r •nts of lad:-1 \ ill 110t 

to <:~cl't']H a~ fann 
arP ~ thev will nor 

LH_' cxploltL'cl In ecgunl to \Yagc, ~\ll{l hc·d~'"' 
cf ,,ork. :\o ]!oH. lliCll!Ler cplw'Jite a11J no 
Ult'lltlK•r of the f<.trtning con1nn1nitY \\Ould 
<! llo\Y hi,.. .-urt to be (').._nloited unf.Lir1~·. I can 
rc•ccdi Cfl:ite a utnnbcr~ cf ca:-:c \\·hpr~' f:trnL'J'.~ 
o· tliug tirc·ir own h1ud t · ._,nt the~l' ~ou;-; 

gl_'..Jlitrl:tr ch(~ol~ a!,cl chool:-:" tu 
lil;-;_ J1 th ir Pdt'< 1.tion, ancl :3.--.1112 uuv 
il1•-·:· i1a' employed lad;;; on t11eir farn1· to 

If fanning i pro£it:1 bL· 
that {"Jndition of atl'air~ to 

" it 011h ju~t that l'P:bnnable 
r ·tp;-; o, pay aud l"l'<l •)na'ule hours of Y:ork 
~ltould l,e laitl du'. n for the farm h'wd. 

Tl:c tt'lWJlt or ~han~ fanner i~ in a -diffl:rent 

1 
.Hon. I[H:lnL _ rs opl1ositc refer to 

CLL~...; of fanner \Ylt~n the~,· declare that 
the bnnc•!' cannot ai-Yorcl rcU~onablc rate-:; 
Df pay. 1{ he is not n.ble to pay rea:-:onablc 
ratP~ it is b0cause tbc farn1 cannot pro
\·idt• a li·:illg for the ovn1er of tlle land 1n 
a 1dit ion to tho share or tenant fanner, nncl 

gi\·c e~llplo:-~rucnt fanu lads. If anY 
can support O\Yner as \Yell a~s 

ll_,, lc'llant or share f:~ruu:r there is no need 
fnt· any subsidy or grant by the {;oYern
!llt'llt. I clain1 th;Jt such conJitions clo exist 
in a rnunbcr of farming ]ndustr1cs through
ont tLi.::; ~~tatc•. r\ largo numbPr of fanncJ'.""' 
ill lhis St>etc nrc not tLe owners of the lrtnd 
' l1i("h dH'y are fanning. ThrrP are many 
{·a~es \Yhere the tenant or share fanner gof"~ 
ont n.ntl \Yorks in some other inUu•,trT; ln 
order to ~tqlplPnH!nt his l'arnings anci he 
C'tn(}lo:;.·i'- farn.t lads to take bis place on the 
farm. I ~. tV verv rleftnitelv that if hon. 
l1lt'tnbcrs op1~osito ~r the far~~ing comn1unjty 
{ic·~nc i:o C'ncourage cit;.' lads who have bcei1 

trnined at the St. Lucia. training farn1, 
at H.ivcrYicw or a.t Gatton College. they 

cause definite conditions to be laid 
in regard to wages and hours of work. 

l ::<t~ no reason why share or tenant fanner:--; 
< ,mlcl be allowed to m<~ploit farm labour 
to thP extent they do throughout the State 
in order that they may add to their etun~ 

'iPg3 b:v \Yorking at other occupations as \vell 
"' on tll'' frum. Tho farm lad is entitled 
to just a~ rnnch con~idcration as is the son 
of tlu· fanner. \Vhllst these ci1·cuulstances 

\VP eannot expect the 11arents of the 
trained fol' fann purpo'='cs. to ach·ise 

SOlt to ac<·,,:-lt conditions under which 
hn\·t- to bargain '' ith his ernploycr 

wages and the ntnnber of hours 
tJ lJ,_. ,,·orked. If thc·.;e circurnstanccs '.Vero 
f:l'llcnd throughout the State the fanning 
cotruliunity could not exrwct to receive even 
et" mur·h <'On"-icleration as th<~:,~ are rcceiYing 
at pl'Cr.;pgt_ _ 

In conclu::;ion. I would state' that it is onlv 
along lines as 1 ha Ye ~ugge~tcd th~~t 
he... opposite a.nd rncrubcrs of the 
fan!iin!l,· conlnlunity can iincl a porrnancnt 
~n!i.ttioJl to the• problen1. 

:'.fr. BELL y) [12.31 Jl.uL]: Whil,t 
then' i" nnH ln thi.:-; 1vorthv 
o~ c:JUliU('Iidation tlll'l"C' j,, clescn.'"'-
ilJ~{ r;f criticism. \Yhi].;;L that a 
~T''1t ~ll-·a1 of adYantage aC' 'rnes to the pri

throngh its achnini~tration, 
al..;o that yer,Y ofi.Pn the aclyantagc." 

<U"l' 1uinimi~ecl Lv the dcstructiY·~ 
r:•m of th\: Jlrt'd.2llt (ioYc>rnnlent. 

,i:'-t::i:ing to tilL' al'gnrncnts of ll1Prnbcrs of 
tlH' {;rn-~._•rnm<'llt. one can hardlv undcrRtand 
th--ir t\t,ltudP 1n l'to·a1·d to t1w fllnncr Fir"t 
of all \':e he~tl' -=> l~on. nw1nbcrs cuiogi~i1~g· 
tht" wod;: far~nln~r comn1unitv are 

to the \vclfaro 'of the St"t~. and 
a1J hon. l!lClHlkr. sur:: as the 

ju~t re~nrncd his Sl'at. putting 
fn,nu r of to-day <iS a .. Lloatclt 

<.a 1}it n \ i~t. 

~Ir. \V.\TEH:-3: Th(• hon. lliC'Irlb"l' lHUi'-1- have 
of intelligenr .! if that is 

•tion l1c put::; on i7' 

T::e T!DIPOR.\RY CIL\IR::\L\:'\: Clrdor: 

:-.Ir. BELL: ThP hon. mcmlwr ohould 
position of the fanners in Quccn:-

IT c would then understand 
crtrmot afford to pa:- the 

\ 'l,~t('~ -ug·Q,·C',tr>d bv the hon. n"!elubcr for 
"' lt is ~bsolntelc~ ridiculous for 

to addre" tho Committee on 
of ,,-hich they know nothing~ \V c 

faep fact~ and rnect the 8ituati0ll 
a ... i1 eonfront-: u~ to-day. The farwer H 

up agaiu;-;t it.'' 

our youth going on fanns. 
\Yl' a..;k thP UoYCl'nill('nt to face the 
~itnation ancl 111.1kc tht.~ parents realise that 
harcl in rea:.0n. ncYcr hnrt anv n1an 
Ol' hov. all lll_v CXt1cricnce I haYeu neYCT 
hcarcl uch ::t.rcu;;:;ations against farrncrs a., 
haYC' lwen ruade bv tho hon-. l11L'll!bC'r who has 
ju:~t l'f'"Ll!Ped hi~ ~eat. 

\Vith i ~rx·anl to the congn1.tulation" to the 
departrncnt upon the increased cxpcHditurc. 
which app<'Ol"' to meet with the approYal 
of all UoYC'rnrnent rne1nbPrs. I \YOu1d dr.liY 
attention to thC' fart thnt the jncn ace~ in 
iiw wholP .-ate i3 £8.875. but the increases 
in ,a.la<·i,,_ £4.791. gratuities £1.631. and 
tb' St. I.nciu farm £1.000~ account f r 

7J1r. Bell.] 
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£7,422 of it. This means that the balance 
of the increase is £1,435, which is the amount 
of increase to carry on the work o£ the 
remainder of the " department. Looking 
through the more important items, I see that 
in the pure seeds, fertilizers, and stock foods 
branch there is a reduction of £410. To 
mv wav of thinking this is one of the first 
items that shotdd ha,•e been increased, con-
sidering the conditiom of State. Seeing 
that yre hope to obtain an in our 
exports of chiliad meat a 
in1portant ite1n and I YlTY 
reduction. " 

ln connection with our export trade I feel 
that the facts must be faceJ. We blame 
Britaiu for not accepting aB we can pro
Juce, but e.t the same time we are en
dertvouring to bolster up a false prosperity 
bv the la Yish spen•ling -of loan The 
Cfo\~ernn1ent must J~ecognise that 
industries of the State 
coping with our co:mpctitors 
trade under the conditions thev are re<:eiv
ing frmn the Government at.~ the present 
time. The sooner \YC face the. situation tbe 
sooner will the State get out of the diffi-
C'ulties confronting her. I said, in 
Jlre,·ious speech, I hope 
consider ttJ0 adYisableness 

nossible wa v the 
~n1eJ.t industry. It 

Bell. 

for \Varrego referred to the farmers as fat
headed farmers. I want to remind hon. 
wembers that the so-called fat-headed far
mers have devoted their time and attention 
to producing new wealth in Australia. Per· 
haps they are not men given to much talk
ing, but they think deeply and they do their 
job thoroughly. The fact that they do their 
jcb well makes it possible for Queensland to 
be the cheapest State in Australia in which 
to live. I have had tile honour of represent
ing the so-called fat-headed farmers on the 
Darling Downs, who have done their job so 
thoroughly that Toowoomba is the cheapest 
place in the Commonwealth in which to live 
and rear families. I wish to emphasise that, 
because I have a very high regard indeed for 
the farmers. At the recent by-election in 
East Toowoomba Government members came 
up to woo the farmers for political support, 
and thus showed what value they placed 
upon their services. However, they were not 
successful in winning the election. 

The hon. member for Enoggera practically 
forecast the introduction of a Milk Bill this 
"'ssion. I hope that I have not misunder

him. I gathered the impression from 
remarks that impure milk was respon-

in the past fm· an increase in infantile 
mortality, but I should like to remind him 
that in 1929 Queensland stood fifth in the 
Commonwealth for infantile mortality, the 
rate being 46.1 per thousand, and that by 
the end of 1931 that flgure had been reduced 
to 36.4 per thousand. It is not out of place 
lo mention that we were told that between 
1929 and 1932 the children were starved by 
the Government then in power. 

Mr. \VATERS: Your Goxernmcmt. 

Mr. ANN AND: Yes. The last State elec
tion was won on a cry that the previous 
Government had staned the eh ildren, but 
we have not heard that crv much of late. 
(Government interjections.) "r know that my 
remarks hurt hon. members opposite. vVe 
were told that previouslv the chilJren were 
stuvcd. ~ow we are being told they are 

dying from sta.rYation; they are dying 
impure milk. vVhere is the logic of 

hJn. members opposite'~ I offered a sugges
t he hon. member for Kelvin Grove, 
did not accept it and went further 

It was that the people of 
cannot buy milk. Unfortunately, 
are earning so little that we can· 

expect a man with a wife and family on 
a week io buy sufficient milk to nourish 
children. That is why Queensland has 

from 1931 gone from the second lowest place 
in the infantile morteJity table to the highest 
in 1933. That should be food for thought 
for the hon. member for Kelvin Grove when 
the ~uilk Bill is being introduced. 

for had 
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have a very excellent time and service as 
compare.d with boys in the city. 

Mr. J. G. BAYLEY: They are better paid. 

Mr. A?\::'\ AND: They are infinitely better 
paid. The boy on the land receives a wage 
of a:1ything from l5s. to £1 a week, and £1 
a vYeek is not too much to allow for keep, 
because the Commissioner of Taxes permits 
the taxpayer to make thrlt allowance. 

Mr. WATERS: Do you say that is the aver
age ;,vngc '? 

Mr. A::'\::'\A::\D: I can assure the hon. 
member that ),e can go along the streets of 
ToowoCJmLm and see displayed on the boards 
cutside agencie!" notices for boys for dairy 
farms at from 15s. to £1 a week and their 
keep. Therefore, boys of sixteen years and 
over getting the equal of 35s. to £2 a 
week. there any industry in Brisbane 

at that age the same wage? 
start at 12s. 6d. a week in the 

citv. and thev keep themselves. I have had 
''ome unfortunate experiences, and I will 

one to show the train of thought 
through the minds of working men 
A man tried to get from me a pair 

the "bo\V-\vow"-in other vvords, 
I assured him that I could get 

work on a farm. I offered to get him a 
at £1 a week and his keep. He 

me that he bad assisted in my return 
Oi that I am doubtful. He 

"J\le ·work for a fanner! Not no\v; 
a dav when I would work for a 

in £hose davs the farmer worked 
::'\ow the farmer gets into his 

tells you to do the job, and .drives 
" \Vhat a mind that man had ! 

if he expected the farmer to 
the car and tell 
to do absence. 
line of has ito 

J\1 r. \VATE~S: Bunkun1 ; 

: There is no doubt 
it. knows it. It 1s an 

Mr. 'IVATERS: It is not a fact. 

l'~l r. \VATERS : 

Warrego. 
members opposite have 

matters appertaining to the 

in the metropolis, little thinking that many 
men are starving on 300 acres of land to-day. 
\V e on this side of the Committee sympathise 
with the Minister in the introduction of this 
Bill. We are not criticising the Bill; we 
are criticising the attitude of hon. members 
with whom the hon. gentleman is associated 
towards the question of land settlement. 

I hope the Minister will follow the advice 
ginm by the hon. member for Warwick. I 
would welcome a fixed price for wheat. I 
know men who have invested their all in 
wheat farming and who are struggling to 
produce grain, and will be faced with ruin 
if the crop this year is not a reasonable one. 

:Yh. 'IVATERS: Let the Federal Government 
do sornething. 

AN:\'A:!'\D: I have neither the time 
inc:ination to refer to the circular 

during the recent by-election campaign 
as to what Lflbour did for the farmer, and I 
am sorrv vou referred to the Federal Govern
ment. " " 

The TEMPORAHY CHAIRMAN: 
I ask the hon. member to address the 

Mr. AKKAND: 1 address the hon. member 
through you, Mr. King, and I tell him that 
the reception the Federal Government 
received in Toowoomba was quite different 

that received bv the head of the 
Agriculture when he visited 
area during that campaign. 

welcome a f\xe·d price for wheat, 
for any other primary commodity) knowing 

the primary producer receives 
too rnuch for the does in 

of the country. 

arc on a 
discouragen1ent 

has largely been 
made in this 

n1cn1bers thi~ party. 
::\lr. KEKNY: Quite right. 

\Y A 'TERS : I do not accept the hon. 
as an authority. The hon. member 

Toowoomba has given us a state
ment the comparative wages that farm 
lads are alleged to receive, but my experi~ 
encc of the wages paid to farm who have 
returned to Brisbane is different. 
(Opposition dissent.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

_ '}Ir. WATERS: Members of the Opposi
tlon do not like the truth. (Opposition dis
::;cnt.) They dislike the facts which I am 
stating. (Opposition dissent.) 

Thc TK!\lPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

:'IIr. : I am not going to allow 
hm1. opposite--

:Z..Ir. SPARKES: You are not going to allow
fancy you! 

CHAIRMAN : Order! 
to withdraw the state-
" 

In deference to you, }\/Ir. 
I want to say that the 

Mr. Wafrtrs.] 
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fact remains to-dJy that there are. unfor
tunatu1y, in the country, quite a nu!nbet· of 
people who are definitely exploiting farm 
boys. l do not say tbat applies to the 
farmers as a ;rholc, but, unfortunately, that 
b _the c.r:u·c, anti rs on_c of the reasons ·why buys 
wlll not leaYo the c1ty. (Opposition dissent.) 
Some of them had had the unfortunate 
experience. of going out and not be-ing 
l'C\'·arded m the manner that tbe•· ohould 
haYe been. · 

:\Ir. Krcxx1: \Yhat do you think they 
1;5houlcl get? 

)rir. l{_EXKY: I ,1111 not rnaking the ~~pe(~Ch. 

Mr. \L~TERS: The point at isoue IS 

t!Ji~: T1Hlt the lad who lea\'(..; tho citv and 
S('eks einploynit'nt on a farrn should ~get a 
reasonable and should Hot be asked 
h) \York n1or(-' a n asonablc uurnbcr of 
hours. 

~Ir. ](EXXY: \\~hat do vou t <tll ·· a reason~ 
al,lo '' and ·· a rc:l~onable number of 
h~Ul'S" 

l\Ir. \Y _._-'\ TERS: It is 110 use telling the 
bon. llH'lllhcr anything because he has not 
t'ufiiciellt jntelligcnce to assirnilato it. I 
bclieYe so111t~ u·ibu.nal should ho e~tablished 
to JH'P:-;criLP t:uch rouditions cf en1ploVInP11t 
ns \\OIIL! atTonl protection io these 

0 

bovs. 
rfhr other d:: y a ll1<Ul carne to 1118 and sa~d. 
'' I\I~, brother, \\'hose age is thirty-three, had 
an offPl' of enl})loyrucnt fr.Jm a fanner of 
\vork on a dairy fann at 7s. 6d. a week." 
II·~ ~a id he· no~ longer wondered Tvhv rneu 
stay in tb, hostels 1n the city. · 

.:VIr . .Sr.\REES interjeeted. 

1Tr. Y~'. \ TEHS: ThP hon. lllC'Illber for 
Dalby is an introvert '·" ho is incapable of 
apprcciatinfj anythins. and contributions by 
hirn to .r(e!Jate., in this ChurnbC'l' haYL' not 
been of an~· \-a \ne to the Plcctol·atr-' ho rcpre
s"nts or to the State; m I do not heed anv 
rc1nark he hur]s a('l'Os:~ this Chm11hcr. Il1 
order to C'1H'ouragr• ho:vs to go- on the ]and 
f CO!l~id{~J' ~OUC tribuna] sbonld bo est:-tb
lished to dra\Y up ~- set of conditions uncl('r 
which lads frorn the St. Lucia training farru 
ctnd si1nilar places suh::;idiscd bv the Goym·n
rnent T,·onlr1 "'.\'Ork. ;"Ihr> fact ~rcrnai11s that 
then~ i~ at JH'<'.-~,cnt a di:;;iuelillatioll on the 
part of paren!.s lo 'end boys out into the 
country. 

1Ir. SP.\RKES: Bc(·au;;;:e ~-ou put snch stupid 
ideas into their heads. 

M1·. \Y Xl"EH.S: Tl>e hou. member for 
Dalbr statJ1 that £2 for a seyen-dav week 

a:-:; C1uito Cllough fot bu~h workers. ~ 

J.Ir. SPAHKES: S-> it i". 

J\fr. \YATERS: £2 a iYPck and a seven
day WCl'k ~ 

).fr. SP.'...RKES: :\Tobodv sugge;;;tecl a seYPn-
da -_· \reek. ' 

:Vh. IYATERS: That ''age might approxi
lnat~~ io j-he desil'es and needs of hon. mmn
bol'S opposite. hut it Cllrtainl y does not 
approximate to the desires an~d needs of 
those IYho haYe to do the \vork. 

"\fter listening to the tirade by the hon. 
rnc1nbPr for East Too<soon1ba., during which 
ho told a storv of the n1an in the 1notor 
c~r and made" a general attack upon the 
vvo1·king class. one does not \Vonder \vhy the 
1 argest, vote was rcrordcd against hin1 in 
J~ast Toow1omba. where that hon. member 
"·as well known, and he received a majority 

[Jfr. Waters. 

in the farrning areas whore hu was little 
known. IIe is no\v cndeaYouring to cultiYato 
th•· farmer. lie is posing as a fri<'nd of 
dHJ fanner, but Jw i~ at best a Hew-fouutl 
fri; nd. Hu read a statement that was made 
bv an Ilon. nlf'rnber on this side of the 
C,han1bl~r re~·arding thu fanners. I think 
tlw hon. member whG made that remark 
n1ado ii in the sens0 tho fa1·n1crs were fat
headed in choosing as their rcrn·e-,,entatives 
lltell of tho crrlibro of hon. lDOtllbcrs opposite 
aud after ]j.:;tening to lho diatribe of llOJJ. 

VJPiubcrs opposite and th0ir attempt to diR
courago the deyelornncnt of Qucen~land, [ 
hnYe bcon f1rccd to the conclusion 'lhat the 
remark by the hon. member for \Val'l·ego 
was jnstificd, when one sees the brigbt bunch 
that ,it on the opposite side of the Chamber. 

At 2 p.m., 
:\lr. Guusox rcs11mt'd t!Je cl>air. 

:\Ir. JPc"\IEL (Keppcl): Seoillg- tlmt 50 per 
cent. of the people in my electorate are on 
th0 land l cannot allo>·· this Yote to pass 
v.-ithout ~ aying a le\V \Yords in their intere';ts. 
I ha,·e alwa:,s had the greatest admiration 
f0;· those who tiil the coil. but unfortunately 
GoYernnlcllt.s, \\hcthcr thP~T be :\ationalist or 
Labour. do not g·i Ye to the ntan on the ]and 
the a~:::i,..;tance to "-hieh he r...; entitled. 

TlH· St,:( HET-\RY FOR .-\GHTCU.'C RL: 

:\~ationalist GoYcrnmcnt? 

l\lr. DAl\~IEL: lloth sperif'A of GoYC'l'n
Jllcnt~. irrc~pPc ti\·c of whether thev are 
X ationali;.;t or -Labour. ThPv do no·t, g-iye 
that a~ :istanco to the uran o1l the land that 
hi~ iu1portancc- warrants. I 1Yi11 re~Hl to tho 
Comlll ittPc an 0xtract frotn th ·• J\Iary
bnrough C}n·onicle ":-

"Mulldubbera. 17th October. 
"Pig,~ entrained at 1\Iu11dtlhhera on 

v:edlll•''day num]Jcred 115. and the price 
was still fmnlv !iced at 6d. per lb. It 
\Y[tS stated h"' one of t!Je buyers that there 
was a verv great dc1nand ut tlu~ pn~scnt 
time 'foY e\Tcrything that squraled' 
O\Ying to a brisk export trade and the 
preparation of extra ~torks for Chri~t-
rnas. 

'' On expressing- sur11rise at there bPing-
110 cEdYcs. the· l'e]_)rcsent.ativc of the 
Qnccnslrrnc1 Co-op(~rutive Bacon ~\G :;ocia
tirlll. Limited. :VIr. C. GreHll, tolri the 
' Chrolli('lo' rcpres('lltativc that 1 hen~ was 
01en· prospect of a good trade being 
dcvclol)Ccl with the calve~. and 1 h::tt there 
"-f'f>l1l( r1 al· 0 to bn prolni:-;e of a g-ood 
>upply, as many as 1.400 being offtercd 
jn ono d(ly, IYhile the factor:: a:;; onl:T 
abl0 to treat 600 per iYcck. 

''Hail'''. ay fr0ig·hts conf'titute.J a scYCl'8 
l1andicap against the trade in cah-~·"· the 

cost of transport arnountlng to 
as as 5~. per calf in the majority 
of r'ascs, rnorf' thnn the purchase pr~re 
nf the ro.lf. The babv beef trade w1th 
England and the eXJlort of Yea! to China, 
wl-rCr<' there \\a~ a rcrnarkably good nrar
kct for this nroduct, seems to have 
f'ufirrecl an unh-appy reYcrsf'." 

Thct·,, i.;; CJn in~tanrc of \Yhat I 1nean. It 
would pay lhe department and c\·entually the 
State to carry these goods for half the pnce, 
because th8v \Yould receive lllOr0 revenue from 
other sour,cos directly. The department 
i~ pur:-:;uing a short-sighte-d policy. It sho~dd 
adopt the ln1sincss principle- of encouraging 
-eertain traffif', cYrn though ~uch traffic- be 
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c:1 J'ricJ at a lo~ ', bccanse the leeway will be 
ruadc np in f'OD1C other direction. During 
the f'lrst Ypar Of the auministration Of the 
nrc~,_·nt UoYcrnrnent raihvay freights and 
f u reo; wen::- increa~cLl by ;8325,000 per annum. 
\Yho paid that increase? Who paid the 
biggL -t proportion of it bnt the man on ~he 
lend'! If the GoYernment continue a po!wy 
of h:l..ra:-,::::ii;g the rnan on the land then the 
Stat-e \Yiil not prosper. If the 111an on the 
land then cverrono cls(' in the State 

There ··no doubt about that 
will o·iye tho matter 

th~ railw'ay fares 

Cotton has bcou tr.cntioncd bv one hon. 
rnr ·u her m1 tltP oppo.::;ite side of the Corn· 
n1ittc('. not thjHk that anv GoYernn1('Dt 
tli(1 so to preYcnt tbc prOgress of tbat 
iudu~try a" th;' T...abuur Aclrninlstration prior 
ro the~ a(_h( nt of tl1c 2\Ioore GoYcrnment. 
That Labour Governn~ent ]Jas•c>cl a Bill sup
prc. '·in(r the ratooning of cotton. There is 
110 donllt tlutt as a result of that 111easurP, 

thousands of pounds were lost. In 1nv 
di:-:trict ~OH!P Qf the growers took theil: 
plnu~~·h and ploughe l out thPir crop::.. 
"itibt peot'l" I:t,·d door to them allowed tlw 
{otli_)Jl ln ~~·.ow. ~\ pPnnlt,"· ;vas to be irnpo~ed 
npon an~- person wbo grC''.V ratoon cotton, 
l1nt the• ;_r1·o CT \Yho defied the lavv was able 
h -.er'n!'f' profitable return whilst the honest 
gro\YPl' obeYC'd the la\Y ~uffcrcd a pecu-
IJiary lr~-·'· ?\o itdion was taken by the Go
' .'rnnu•JJt to .den 1 with tl1c unscrupulous 

"lw •· a:-:; al]owul to r:-uccf'ed 'vhih:;t an 
t grcnycr pwbably fonnd himself in a 

plTC u·iou~ poc:..ition. 
_ .. ·Fo~.r_·y. ~~rn _You ad\·oca\ing the grO\Y

~1'!..!. of ratoo:.·1 cotton? 

~\Ir. DA?\TEL: Of course I do. 

~\h. Fnu:v: Th0 formci·s ,~ill not grow 
ratoon cotton to-daY because i..hcy find it. i:<. 
Filprofltall1<'. · 

~Ir. J).\?\IEL: That 1s uHtrne. The 
pn 'f'I;t Go' rrnn nt ·were re~ponstb1c for 

thP rnral rnvard on thP cotron 
thev should lw :nv~re that all 

·have n .stifling eff0ct upon 
r he agTiculture genpr;d]y. Tlw 

Ill cot ton indnsb'v was retarded 
rclrnposition of that award, and I 

·warn t11e GoYt.Tl1!l'lf-~nt that lf they irnpo:;;o 
this award on the dait·yjng industry they 
\Yill l<jjj it. 

1 should like to draw the attention of the 
::\lini,tcr to tho rent charged for certain 
land. I am plt'ascd to say that >Yhilst the 
::\Ioor0 Covernnwnt \H~re in po1~·or I wns able 
t'J iwlnc<' the J\Iinister of that clay to reduce 
the l'f'!ll on sonw of the land in m:.- eleo
trn·ate frma 55s. to 25s. In some case tl1e 
lTllt y,-;~3 f(•flUU'•-J 011 two OCC'asior:s. rrhis 
was a great. bcon to tho people'. Thr: Goverr~
mcnt shonld bear in n1ind that t1H~ ccuntr:v 
' onlcl be far better off if lanclholdcrs >vere 
r a 11cd 011 t"o vay only a s1nall rentaL 

The nr0scnt Govcrnn1ent have taken credit 
to thcJ;JeolYcs for the increase in the volume 
of prinwr~v production ovpr the past t·wo 

but the• know fnll well that that 
is attributable almost entirclv to 

tho \Yonderful season; that ihe State. has 
ell ioved. The Scull in Go,~ rnn1ont 1-verc not 
[tblf' · ro borrow on(' penny piece, but irnn10-
diatP1v the Lvons GoYernrncnt \Yerc returned 
to · they >Ye re a hlo tG borrow £8.000,000 
111 than six rnonths. That is one reason 

~Yh:.~ Qu0cnsla1:U is in a n1uch better posibon 
i n-da~-. During tho rcgirn0 of the lVIoore 
Go\ ernrncnt thi:.J State suffered srverclv h·orn 
droug·hts, and rnoney could not be Uo~-rowed 
!wcauee cGnftdcnce had been shatt~recl by a 
Labour Govercment in po\nr in the l•'f'deral 
>phere. 

:\Ir. FoLEY : You wc.uld say :mything after 
~-uying t.hat. 

~\fr. DANIEL: J om nc.t o1cc: who talks 
like a rwrrot on a lJox. \\"hat I ~ ·y I u1can. 
1 am here in the iut.·rc ts of tho people of 
C'emral Qne ~'nsland in particular and of the 
State iu general. I do not corne here like 
: on1c hon. rucrnbcr::- opposite to '' S\Ying the 
k·ad '' ancl say things that arD really q_ntn.lev 

1\lr. \V .. J. COPLEY (Bulimlw) [2.10 p.m.]: 
~Ir. Glcdson--

}Ir. 8l'ARKES: ..;\Hotlwl' le J.dC'l· in a_gricul
ture. 

::\Ir. Vr. J. COP LE"\.-: \Yith all due rcspo,·t 
to Blue:beard fron1 Dulbv I propose to exer
( · "'c tny right to S}lCak 'on the Yote for tbe 
C'hid Qffi,,,, of the Department of Ap·icul~ 
tnre. I wi:5h to rai:::.o irt a yerv df'finite 
Iuanne1· the> qU(\stion of restriction of 

fro1u ~~~u~trnlia. l cxpre~~ the 
tbat follo\• ing- the verY intcr-

lc~'tnre that we .__lwd in thi~;; C'ham
ber mher dav from Mr. ~Ialcolm 
=uredonald. ·cllcle-r USecrctar\· of St ,tr- fol' 
U1o Donlillions, there is everY pos<Jibility and 
'nT: likeiihood thnt within the l!Pxt few 
months rf'~lriction~ on f x.ports fron1 Aus
. ntlic, will bo Yen- much to the forefront, 
and that the industrY that will be 1110 t seri-

afff'cted "~ill ·be the 1110a t iwJuf3trv. 
~\;;;; happen to ha-..-c in 1n~y t'lc1 torate tl~e 
J3ri;;:.b::tne ...:\battoirs and 1-:Sorthwiek's rnr:-tt~ 
\York;;;~ wbich (1o a. large proportion of tbe 
prC'paration of e:art:1o for export. I nrgr• upon 
the ::\lini,tcr the deslrablenFs~. y,·hic-h I know 
he· of fighting propo:3al to 

the c:xpo:·t. of l1l('at this Statf'. 
l lH' 'lll'eclt L>:~ :\Ir. :\Iacclo'ml<l 

th0 other dav. it , ecn1.c:.. fairlv ddlnite that 
withill the nCx:t six lTlOLths U: prnpo~al vvill 
bo made to iho Don1inions for the rc"trlction 
nf tht· importotion of meat into thu British 
LJ('~. I rec·all the ti1nc when a, Prirnc 1\Iini~
tc•r of :;\e-..v Zculand, ::\Jr. Secldon, yisitPd 
Brit tin with the object of furtherinp: a pro· 
po:ml of his Go-...-el'lllncnt to pL:~re Ne·w ~ea
lanJ beef on the market in En .lctncl. 'Vheu 
hn \1 as denied the· oppmtunity ~of doing so, 
and \Yhen he >Yas sabotaged by tlw British 
1'\Jthorities. he opened shops throuf'hout the 
British Isles ttncl placed J'\ cw Zealand beef 
upon the market. 

:\Ir. 1\Ia('dona!cl cl ea lt \1 ir ;, t l10 q ue'ti on 
of tl:u~ Otta-..va -'-\c:reerncnt. do not think 
there i:-; arP; lwfl. 1ncr11bC'r on either this 
or the other sicle of the Committee ., ho doe, 
not lldicY..: that. Au'"tralia was 

the wrong rqwc::..en~atiYe~ 
sent to Otta-., a to do n 

job. \Y c ;cm men to that 
LonferC'JH"(' of the t~~fJC' of -:\Ir. Brucc, \\·ho:3P 

intcre:-.b <tl'f' ar:cl haye ahraYs bcr~1 
Englaucl and in 111attcr~ of an I;npcriai 

uaturc. The FPcleral people expectrd a h.r 
I 'Tier deal on the other side from him and 
Sir Henn- Gullett. n, o,pite thc Ottaw" 
At!-rccment :}1r. Brucc- \YP.s brought to Ans
tralia h:v t.hc I.(YOns :\Iln1:-try prior to t}v_ 
lao·t Federal dcctions to achocate this policy 
of restriction. 

]\Ir. TozER: \Yhich is alPolutely denied. 

JJ!Ir. W. J. Copley.] 
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:\lr. \Y. J. COPLEY: It was only because 
the Pn:rnicr of this State was on his way 
tu London. and because as Premier of this 
Strrte he accepted his rcsporu~ibilitics in 
this matter. thnt tlw Federal UoYernmcnt 
r; nt ).~lr. Brucc back to England. Ivir. Bruce 
made a rush trip throug·h Canada to endea
ronr to get to England at the smne timP 
as the Premier. At the last election the 
Fcr!Cl"al Govornnwnt g·ullecl thP Jl"O]tlo into 
ilPlieving that no rt•:-;triction uf f'XpOI't'.; front 
Au~tra1iu wa..- in the air. but wiihln a f('\V 

br:cf week~ of the elc,ction ',\'C fincl the 
.qp once again raised in the prc":-;.. 
):{r. SP.\.RKE~, jntcrjected. 

:rr. \Y. J. CUPLEY: If the hon. mcmlwr 
t'Olltitotws to interject I will cloliboratPl~- and 

insult ilin1 by telling the truth. 
"·ants it I will let him h:nc it. 

The TEMPURAit Y CH.\IR.:\IA:'\: Order' 
I ask the hon. member for Dalbv not to 
interrupt the hon. mcmbc r for Duliucrba when 
he i ~ speaking. 

illr. 1\ . . ] . COPLEY: I do uot dPoirc lo 
l'<ti~e the ruatier iu connection y\·ith the Jwn. 
ttH'InlJPl' \Yitlwut provocatiou, but IYiLlt any 
fu.rthcr lll'Ovocatioit _l 1viil rai:-,f~ it. .!J.1L 
BnJL'l'. ;-,O far a" ~\u::.traliall intcrc~L.:; gcnt·
rall\- a~·,~ couct•rned. and in counection ·with 
d~P · l!l('at ir-:dustr_ particularly, nnL:L 
ob·;iou::-1,\- IJe l'egardcd a5 lJnbliv ellClll\' 

~.:o. 1. }lore than 80 llPl' ceut. of tlw bec~f 
t nH:v 1n An~tralia i:-'l cetJtrctl in 

land. 
.:\lr. ~.\x~.:_\XD: ~-\nd ~·our UoY-:.'l'JJlllPnt, \vhcn 

in oppo::-itiou. tried to :-:.top the ct·cction of 
the abattoirs. 

:\h. \\~ . .J. Cl IPLKI : As a matter of fact 
!~d.' Lon. 111e .. 1Ler for Ea:-;t Too\YoonilJa ,,ould 
LOL !Jt: lH?rc- on]v for tlw fact that l1ls 
f'lig-ibilih· fm- 1uen;ber:':hip "\V;l~ ntadc 
l1y that FL'deral Co'>C'I'll!1lt'lit "\Yl-:Oiu lie 
1 o protc•ct. 

~hr. \Y_\I.KLH: Dun 't raise thnt.. 

l'vli·. \Y. ,T_ COI'LEY: The hon. member for 
''Joroor~., says ... Don't raise that." The 

hon. mcmbce loob for it. ancl the hon. 
n Hlust g-Pt it. I did not desire to 
r~; it- hu~ for th( illtt•rje._;tion. That is 
tL~" lHl~Y n:a:'3-0il wllv the hon. rnernber for 
Ea~t Too'"'OO!llha is here, and I do not think 
1t 1:-: llCtC"'-'arv tor rne io lu:1ve to apologise 
for thaJ. · 

The Lyon~ GoYcrnn1cr1t sce1n to haYe 
f!f_,\ibPratcly re~olvcd th:1t thev \'\·ill vvork in 
~lDl'HlOn.v \~·ith tlJL' In1p0rial Parliarnent and 
iLro In1pcrial . .:\.-lmiuistration if restriction of 
expot·t~ fron1 Australia bccotnes nccf 3-.:ary 
in the Briti.sh I.slDs. I \\ant to make this 
point to-da,·: that if one clav it rnav be 

for Aushalia to dd;mlt the .. onlv 
that ,-ill bring it about YYill be the 
d thic restriction polic~-- \Ye have 

tn pa,v our intPl'{ st and redemption in Lon
don by exports from this countrv and if 
Au,tralia come' to the point whcr'r it has 
to default. and does default, the sin will 

ix .-\u,tralia's-but the sin of the British 

Let us comider the great competitor that 
Amtra ha has. I refer to Argentina which 
i' conl)wiseci principallv of 11alf 'breeds. 
Tlw.;,e hon. Inc1nbers opposite \vho desire to 
di~c11SS this 1natter f3ensiblv and rcasonablv 
i-hould look at some of the books in ou;. 
library dealing with Argentina, which Yvill 

[J1r. Tf . .!. Copley, 

givr• some· idea of the palatial hotel,, homes, 
racecourse stands, et-c., in Buenos _::\yre:::;. ..:\s 
a 111aiter of fact. in surprising contradi~tinc
t-iorl io their treatn1e11t towards .Australia in 
times of stress. is the treatment of the 
Imperial authorities in 1892 when a crash 
vva ~ threatened in Argc•ntina. In that yea1·, 
Daring Brothers, a London firm of bankers 
\Yho l1ad adyanced large sun1s of n1oney to, 
and '' ho were the bankC'f::i of large investors 
in ..:\ rg-cntina. found themselves en1barra~':lPd 
b)· the "-odd-wide crisis of the day, and the 
Bank of England on that occasion advanced 
to Baring Brothers so 1nuch rnoney thnt it 
had to import £22.000,000 worth of gold from 
the :'\ ational Bank of France, in order to 
<aye 1 he face of tire nn.tional bank of Great 
Britain! Compare the attitnde of Great 
Brittin tO\\'arcl.., Argf'ntina with the attitude 
of Grt'at Britain (o\Yards Anotralia! I oar
neslly ll()pc that if the que.stion of rostric
fion of exports does arise, the Imperial Par~ 
Jiament will not aclopt the attitude of its 
nation<J l bank on a previous occasion. and 
extend bottrr treatment to outsiders than 
to their own kith and kin. 

The qncstion of the restriction of exports 
:-o far a.s t!Jc n1cat industr~· is concerned i:;; 
a n'l'V iwportant nrattLr. I (~fll'llC::ltl:, appeal 
ro thP cattlc-gro;' Cl':) of Queensland to 
improYf' t1l<-_•:r pastnres and to enden,·our 
to Jll'OYidc for the homo rnarkP! beef that 
IYill cornparc \Yith the prodEct frmn ..:-\rgen
timt. I should not be fair' or honest if I 
did not ;;;av that at the pre~Pnt tim0 ~\us
ira1ia is nOt able to land it::. beef at Sn1ith
flcld rn as g'ooJ condition as meat horn 
Argentina. ::\fore particularly dors this 
appl_v to the baby bed. AnYone ho 
has studied the condition of beef 
it arriYcs at Smithfreld will appreciate 
that po:",ition. The Pren1ejr,_ \Yhcu in London, 
took tho orJl)Ortunit:v of yj siting that very 
in:portant centre, ancl I haYe discussed 1\'ith 
him the state in which bed arriYes from 
Arg·c':!.ltina and Anstralia. The A. .. ustralian 
('ttttlc-gro"'>Ycr~. I believe, arc in this _indnstry 
fo1· good. \Ye mu't stay in the mclustry. 
\\"hen this qn<'stion does arise the Fc.leral 
GoYPl'mnPnt should take a Ycrv definite and 
\'Pl'V blunt .,iand on anY sugg'estion li\·hich. 
if l.Jul into effect. woulcl 'be likPI:-· to restrict 
the <'xport of meat from ,\nstralia. I 
rcYnc tb- hope the,, "-ill aclopt snch an atti
tuc1\~. a ;1cl notwithstancl;ng the cynical atti
tnck of the hon. "'"mher for East Too-

T b0lieyc thi~ is a y,_~r~' itnportant 
a~ far as Queensland i..:; concerned. 

a pol ic· of rcstrirtion j,;:, C''TI ba rkc·d upon 
it will remlt in a number of pconlP who 
are at prcnnt employed at' the Brisbane 
,-\bqttoir• and Borthwick';; being tlHow" out 
of employment. 

:\fr. CLIYTO~ interjecteJ. 

1\[r. \Y. J. COPLEY: I can untlrr ccnnl 
the hon. n1cmhor talki117 .<Jbout g·ofl.t", hec·ltl:'C 

he i-. a n1ilknHtn hi1ns()lf. I ~-uppo~P the 
hon. !llPmhcr "-ill aclopt t-he .smlH' attitude 
on thi~ occn~ion t' he ll<lS on JH'('\·ions 
ocra"!on·, in connr'ction \Yith th0 rpilk ~uppl,v 
in his particular di~trict. I do not know 
whC'tlJPr thC' hon. rnemhc·r ha~ c\·nr hr-arrl 
the stun- told by the Secretary for }Iirl 0 S 

in regarll to U{e vcntrilorp_1.l~t· who thr~w 
his Yoic-c on to the g-oal'. J would adn'c 
the hon. member for \Yicle Ba to ' k !rim 
to tell him the >tory. , 

I wish to mention the great \York of the 
offirPrs of t.hC' Dt~pnrtrncnt of Agriculture in 
their administration of that important 
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hr>lllch of the public scn-ice. In that depart
ment 1rc haYe some of the moot skilled officers 
]n the \YlJOlc of the public service; and son1c 
d tl1c experts connected with that department 
could uot. br: surpa~sed in technical kllO\V

;erlge Ol' general abilit:v throughout the Com
momwalth of Australia. 

111 the auministration of a department of 
thi~ ki~H1, which is an expenditure depart
ment the administratiYc heads very often do 
nut pmh forward the claims of officers for 
recognition ro which they arc entitled. In 
reYC•JJH(' producing departments the Public 
~Pr\·jcc Ccnrnnissioner or the Goycrnrnent of 
t !1c da0- arc often prepared to grant salary 
in,_·n:a~C?" and higher clas~ifications which 
they an~ not prepared to grant in Pxpcndi
turc .dcpn rtrncnts, where the \Vork is just as 
.arduous, and pos:jibly more arduow~J and in 

cn:-cs rcquirt':5 a gn•at arnount of tech
kllo'vlcdge. I trust that 1vhen the 
~cryants' rlaiu1 f'ornE~s on for hear-

before the Indnslrial Court that the 
;'ccr'-'tary for ..:\gricultnrc will bear iu rnind 
tLat p(1~1H' of thr~ fllll'stlon as far a~ his 
1kpartnH•nr 1:--: concerned. The dcyHntn1cnt 
;~ O!tl' of tl1e large~t. ill tlw State, and I arn 
]Pa~'l'd iu i('!ll'li that the ::\Iinister is enlarg

th(• building in order to house the Agri
n• nl B.ank ~taff nnder the saino roof 

"' rlJC• rc·-t of the department. That will 
t•.'!ld to\,fl~-d~ greater cfficiPucy. 

I ,T,·j-.h to congr<.Ltulatc the editor of the 
-'-"·,:c-ultllrnl Journal, ivir. Rcid, on the 
t>)J•·l!un vroductjon which is being issued 
at tll(: prc· :•nt tirr1e. 

}lr_ \\-ALK~R: The ]JC•st in Australia. 

::\Ir. \\ _ .J. COPLEY: It is undoubtcdlv 
tlH! lJc' t 111 Au~tralja. I hope that th8 
far111·-r~ will rtYuil theubclYes to a greater 
txtt·t;t d1nn tl1c:,, Jo at prcsellt of ihe oppor~ 
tUlJ~n- of this journal fonvardcd to 
i hc11J, ;: t a of ls. per annun1 to coY er 
Jlo~t<tgt·. It :s to lw 1'\ that f<:Lrnlers 
tilFH!~·h,_:nt t:1e Stah_' not. aYail them-
~;-]y~·:--· of tlH~ ;r,·icc~ of the c·xpcrt~ crnployed 

tLt· dt.'j:'artnu.:nt. to ~~ greater extent. The 
I·Xi_JL'!'t . ..: (·t~ll he \rritten to at any tinw, a11d 
~ !u ~lini~rcr i ... prepared to send them to 
'-<l:y (1£ tlli~ ;:)Late \\'here their ~crYiccs 
C<lJl uf Yalue. 

:\Ir. ( 'r.\ >"1'0:\: They JWYcr fillcJ ;-our 
\ <1 \ n;Jt·\· \\ hl·ll yon \H'llt out. TlH'y did~ not 
1l:ink ~lltH·h c( ~-on thPrc. 

ML \Y . .J. ('()J'LEY: 1 refrain from eay-
'd.i' 1l.at the• hon. rueruber is '·a liar'" 

t· i! i·> unpa.rJiarncntal'.V, and, thcre
I \Yill md-- reply to l1im by sayinf' 

i' ~~ i, ch-lihcratclv untrue. The onlv 
1't'a~r:u T reply i~ bc(·ausc the public o~f 

land may uot know what type of man 
hn:;. i;;(';!lb('l' is, as wo do in this 

Par1iar:ll'ttt. 
~-,t::: CtnTox: }m ye Lccn here longer 

tl:'PJ :·o-: l'YC'l' wjll be. 

I\lr. \Y .J. COI'LEY: Yes_ the halL 
JJi('JlllH•J' ha:-' lH en JH'rc longer, ~but as that 
~-.; a r,oor co:rnnentar_y on the intelligence of 
1 iw pcopl(: in th(~ ho11. 1ncmber's electorate;, 
] \'could not cast that reflection on them if 
l ·.·ere Le. 

Th" TE}IPORARY CHAIRl\IA:\': Order! 

[;r_ \Y . .]_ COPLEY: The question of the 
l'i'-:trjctlo: of cxrJort_, will be raised within 
il1e n<'xt fell' months_ Of that I am sure. 
] tiClicY<' that the prc cnce here in Australia 
to-claY of :\!r. lllalcolm :\1acdonald is a 
1;reli;nlnary ~tPp toward~ the definite rcstric-

tiou of exports fron1 .. l~.ustralia 1 o Britain. 
Ills visit is an cndeavotn· to create the right 
ahno~pllcr<• fol' ~uch a po!lcy. and I l1opc 
that rllc Federal :\atiouahst GoYcrnllll'nt ,,-1ll 
:-:tand up to their job ~o far as Queensland 
j .. concerned. TheY dcHnitc]y failed to do 
this during the thr~c years p~·ior to the la~t 
Federal election. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AC~RICCLTL'RE 
(Hull. F. \\', nulcock. JJurcOO) [2.32 p,m.'J: 
Perhap:-; t!u~ 1110~t. gratifying feature of the 
protracted debate on thi~ vote is the eulogy 
that been paid by a1l hon. rnc1nbers on 
both of the Cormnincc ro t)u• very 
exef'llcnt st·df in the Dcpartn1ent of Agricul
ture ancl Stock. A" the l\linister in charge 
of that dcp<t rtlnf'nL I Y<'r,, heartily col·ro
borutl' eYc•rvtilill'.( that lw::-: lwL'll .. aid. Of 
cou1 c thc·1:e j~ ·-nothirg ~pcctacular about 
tl)(' \York that our o:ffic('r;-:; are doi11g. The 
orclinarv lavman do" not reali,c the research 
work t'hat 

0 

is being proceeded with. for 
instance'. Such word as plant pathologist, 
cntornolortist. a.ncl agrostologi~t arc to thcru 
hut llanH'S. The n1en engaged in i11i~ parti
cular pba::-P of research are n1odesty per~.oni~ 
tic•cl, certainly not through aiJy bck of 
capacity. Tl!Py are infrecyuently brougLt ~u 
contact \, ith the public. They arc U1C'll of a. 
calibre whi('h 1·auks Yerv highly in the 
·,c:ien6fic auT1f'nltural woi·Jd Of Au~tralia. 
;l'iiC'; arc ~wn of \Yhom. Quecn:;:land rnay 
\H•lt' be prond. 1'h~_•rc is cen::tinly a 111ore 

" l'<'coguiliou to-day of the ·work of 
lllPll in Quct'n:.;]and tlwn perhap;~ ':as 

~'\-C'l' tltt' (·ct:--c lJL•furc. That COl'l'l'~polld::: \Vith 

altc•ra~ ion that i::-; taking plncP iu the 
cmt look ig rt•garc1 to prinHt ry produc-

1 'mL ThPl't' i;; 1:ot a 1JIClldJer of thi~ Corn
n1ittr c r ~0 doe llOt renlC'Jllber t}lf' tinF.J 
v.·hcn the aYerugP primary producer v\-aS 
ref{·rrccl i.o iu ~uch tenus as '·cocky." 
·· clud!JOpp{T.'' ·· \Yayhack." aucl '' ru -tic." 
T~"t'IE <_·f t11at ck~criptiou earl',\- ~OllH' sugges
tion of a nccr. Lut fortunately tlwy .nre 
fa1ling into di-.n.,c. ']'he cc-onornic factor~, <?f 
onr Jwtio~wl life arc causing the public 
generally to YiPw th0 fanner iu his propt:r 
ncr::.pecti,-c, anc1 ''"hilc we k1iow that that 
(·ttitudc has h:tcl little a"ociation <Yith the 
~ncial pha:;:es of ag-ricnlture. as a dcpart
DJC'Ilt, yet it- i~ to the Innt('rlal good of thP 
whol0 of tlH' c:mnmtmit\· that thi~ Z'hangc 
lta:-- takt'll place. " 

I Jwyc detected a new note creeping into 
the debate on this occaeion. a note that I 
\;eko1ne, a note that finds a ready n. spor_1se 
in m,- mvn mind, that note being that w1th 
bnt fP'\V exceptions there i.s a. 1nore g"('llE'rous 
recoguitiou on the part of nlClllbcrs of the 
Yalu(• of :--:cience in <t![l'if'nlture. Two hon. 
IlH'UtOers sugb(C:'itC'd that the drYc1opnrent. of 
ag--ricuHurP to-dav was pntireh· a :-.eientific 
11~atter. I , because if ',,:-c fC'Yic"" the 
quc-rion "~TE' fincl that practic::t11y 
c-·•c'l" country in t11e world that luls e£i'cctPd 
a }Jl'O~Tt''-'-'1\C' agTjcnltural po1ic: has e-:olvcd 
tlw cultural prohlen1 ;yithin its O\YH territory. 
The main pmblcm is not. therefore, one of 
production. but of dietribution. Bnt aeso
cl~tcd with that C{UC'··t1on of productlou is 
ally a,-, the qnestion of the reclnction o£ 
m·crhca cl f'X[1enditure by the application of 
!le\\' methods. It i~ true that !he old max1m 
thai \Yas gcncral1y accPptcd, unfortunately, 
by tliP fanning ~ornn1unit.v a ~(cneration or ~o 
ago. "\Yhat ·was good enough for rny father 
i~ good ('llOnp:-h for rn0.~' l1as now been 
rrYCl'"lrd. 50 that the a Ycrag(~ y-oung pro~ 

gre~-~!Ye fanner rC'ali:;.cs the dependence on 

IIon. P. W. Bulcock.] 
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science of agriculture, the alliance between 
cultural operations .and cconom1c facts as 
apart fronl econonuc theories. rrhc-;e things 
have lwen rccogntsed by the younger gene~ 
ration, \Yho realise that agriculture will not 
reach it~ t-n·oper social, political, or econo1nic 
plane until such tin1e as there is a recogni
tion bv all sections of the commnnih· of 
their ;;Jtcrclcpendence. The eulogy that has 
lwen ac~-;ordcd to the sci0nce officer" of rnv 
dcpartrncnt is \"PY':'-- gratifying. u 

Tho ex-Sccretarv for Agriculture, the hon. 
rnetnber for ConrOora, ren1arked ihat it "\\as 
ncCl'S~ary to bring ,,1bout a decrca:-;c in agri
< ultund expenditure during the tintc of the 
2\'1oon: GoYPrmnent. r:rhat. unfortunnte1y, 
was the ease, imt the fact remaius that it 
nmy not h.::tYf' ljeen a cle)irablc thing. If 
the hon. rnf'nllwr hnd pt'lTiserl :-:on1c of rn:~ 
::-:p0cchc3 iu this Charnbcr a little n1orc earn~ 
c'tly than he appcors to haYo clone, he \YOu!d 
ha,-c found that during- the timA I \\as in 
oppo.;;ition I n1ade special appeals. both to 
hirn and to his Govcrnnwnt. not to reduce 
tJgricnltnral cxponditqrc in this Stab', 
lh:Cn!J~'-=' I l'f'nlisc-d. as OYcrv othPl' hnn. nH~nl
l>:'l' must ha.-e rcali,cd. that the time was 
110t fo_r distant vvhon \\'O shoulcl be looking 
frw .::1-:.nt,:::·~·ia_l cxpan.:;ion corrc~poncling· \Yith 
the oxpamion of oc;r popubtion. and that 
that couicl only be m ado possible by tho 
judicious and wise expenr1iture of n1oney on 
:1gricult urc-. Thr re n re hon. rnerllbPrs orlpo
sitt' v.-!10 :-;ha re this Yif'\V \Yith n1e. who 
h.-:Iic-Yf' th:Jt· rnone.v correctl.v ~pC'nt in this 
direction is an iuvc-strrH'nt and doe.~ not 
credo a liubilit.:. The policy of the D0part· 
n1cnt of .:\oTiculture is to o·et tho utrno~t 
:unounL of ~nor~e-y that it ea~ g,•t frorn tl;c 
'Trcf!.~ur:v. and in return to give the Trcasur.v 
an assum,;ce that the money will be 'pent 
\viselv and -in the best interc"h of thP aoTi
euH-u~~i::;t3 of the SLtt0. VYhich i1~ th; {]

0

nal 
analy-3-is n1c"1n in the intercM~ ,)£ ?.ll thc
pc-ople in the Sb1tc. 

The hon, Dl('Dlbor al..;o rnnJc ::-orno rpfer
f'll('C' to thP absence of the annual report of 
(hP depart1ncn-:-. I knrnv that he will accept 
rny ~t-::·:iurancc" that it i~ due to no fc1ult of 
tninp that the re-port is not availablt~. In 
cnn~C'qnencP of the: rcccr;_t FedC'ral clectlon3 
n:][1 otlu 1' urgent printing job;-; the Go,·crn
rnent Printer \\~as unable and has beon 
UD-lble Up to l);c ptPSllnt to COmplete that 
unnual report. I rather reg-ret that it has 
not been laid bpfore hou. members. becausc
nly cxperienre last ~0ssion \Yas that hon. 
members permed that report. It <tppeared 
to me to be one of the few reports that hon. 
1nembcrs did pcrusp, and thnt manv Yaln
able sugg-estions and rnuch valuable c.riticis1n 
arosP out of tJwt pernsal. I can assure hon. 
members that it will be tabled so soon as it 
is possible to do ::;o. 

A good deal of reference has been mado 
.tJ,,ring the course of this debate to the 
"Queensland Agricultural Journal " and its 
place in the agricultural litera tu re-I uso 
tlu.t word acl.-isedl:v-of our State. Queens· 
land has nt'w problems to face. DiffPrenccs 
in climatic conditions. rainfall. and soil tvpcs 
are to be found in different localities. 
Therefore. we have had to evoh·e our own 
literature· in connection with all branches of 
p_rimary production. How well that evolu· 
hon has been ,~irected and what loyal sup· 
port has been g1vcn by officers of the Depart· 
mont of Ag-ricultl!re have boon evidenced bv 
the favourable tributes that have been paid 
to the editor of the journal and the staff 
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,. ho ha,-e contributed its articles; but I think 
tl!.at it will be agreed that there is ope thing 
that is missing in the agricultural lttorature 
of our State. It is truo that :\finistcrs of 
all political parties have recognised the vn lue 
of pamphleteering, but, after ali, that has 
o•Jl" ,a limited value; pamphlets go out of 
11;·int. \Ye have no classical productions on 
:,griculiural pos~ibilitics and agricultural 

~ jn our St.1tc. I an1 sure hon. rnern-
g·encrall.\- will be pleased to hear that 

officers of mY department at the present 
tin1c are ron1piling an agricultural hand
book similar to the agricultural handbook 
r ulJli,lJccl, I think. in every other St.tte m 
ihe Connnonwc-alth, nnd a hnnr1book that 
~,,.jll hayo special reference to QuecnRla_nd 
cJ~.ditions and vvill be an invalu-1ble guHle 
to fn rnr0rs \vho r~:aniro an imn1rdiate answer 

the urore perph,:xing questions '"·ith which 
are confronted. 

The qtlPStion of wood taint in butte1' ha::; 
lh'Cll ra isc'd by tho hon. 1nmnber for Coo
roora. I do ,;ot knmy if the bon. rnombrr 
desired to conyey the impression that I 
~lcquit:!'iced in the a.cti<.:n1. of the Cornn1o~l
w~:._•alth Go--.-ernlnent 111 IllSlshng {)J1 a casen1 

.formaldehyde spray being applied to all 
huttc~r-boxc". that \verc used for export pur
poPs. I nm conscious of tho whole move· 
nFnt in this direction. Quite frequently 

'nsland butter hae been prejndiced in 
.orldo11, r:ot in conscqucJJC'C of [he .~;:,ctual 

mc.clcnce of wood taint, but J.c, •.C<sc of the 
that it i~, there. 1t ic, doubtful 

·1·oocl talnt has eYc-r been a prob
;'s Qur-Cll:'l]and buttt'r oycr~cas_ is 

; hnt lt is trnp ihat iraphcailon 
fp f}lH~nd~v hPc~n nu:tdc-, and tlw :-;ugge~-

that r'nccnsland buttms h !VC 'nlOd 
1 is tfv reason why this product has not 
,llccecclecl as well on the London market as 
it \Yould hnYc succeeded had th:1t not been 
t !w ea::.('_ Tho Connnonvvez- lth G(JYf~riuncn t 
nr.~:~t 011 all btl-ttor-b~,xcs being ~pntyr•d. Tbe 
matt r is bevond our control. I belie.-o the 
dair~~i1~g industry generally is antagonistic 
to thi:;; Cmnrnonwoa1th regulation; but the 
Cowmon_-,\-c:-tlth controls exports, and f'G long 
a:":l tllC Cornrnonwcalth controls exports-and 
that, of course. will bo as long as tl1ere i~ 
'' Commonwealth-then \YC shall ha.-e to sub. 
>rribc to the regulations laid down. If wo 
do not agree with the principle, "c at least 
ha YC' to acquiesce in it. 

The hon. member for Cooroora raised 
the qw.'.:;tion of pao.;turo improvcrncnt. Per
'onalh·. if I were asked what I could 
clin1ir~ate frorn my ch:partnH'nt and if there 
hac! to be a progres.si.-e elimination, the 
last thing eliminated would be our work 
of pasture irnproYernent. At this jnllcturo 
pasture improvement is t.ho rnost irnportant 
\\·ork upon which \YC arc engaged. It rneans, 
of course, the adaptation of ~graS>os to dif. 
ferent soils and climatic conditions. It 
rncan;:; a more cxten,"ivP testing oyer that 
:ong coastline that \YC ha.-e, and it moans 
an intcn"'iYe search for 0conomic gra%cs over 
thi:-:i ttrea. The hon. ItlClnhrr for Cooroora 
will be gratified to know that our pasture 
cxpcrin1ontal work is guic1ed by a. very 
Pxccllcnt pasture cxpcrimenta l comrnittee 
embracing not only officers of the depart
ment but also experienced rnc-n recruited 
from outside the department to assist us 
l1~' their guidance and counsel, and that it 
enlists also the active co·operation of pro· 
gressiYe farmers throughout the State. 
These instruments are being used for an 



Supply. [31 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1083 

intcnsiYt1 and vigorous pasture impro,-enrcnt 
poliry. \Ve have pasture irnprovement ·work 
in progrc'·' at Daintrcc, the most northern 
point in this State where dairying is engaged 
in. I am a>sured that Daiutree, which is 
within the tropic~. is the closest centre to 
the (-lqual or in the \Vorld where dairying is 
done. That alone is justification for embark
ing on experiments in that particu'ar 
localitv. If wo examine the needs of cvorv 
localit: .. vvc find that each hn,s some proL
lPrns peculiar to itself. Tlwsc problems 
hav-e to l.1e examined. 

Sornc que-,tiun was raisf~d by the hon. 
mum bcr for Cook as to whether the depart
meEt should not haYo taken over the Com
monwcallh to1)aCco cxperirncnt farm at 
J\Iarccba. Thi:, Comrnittce 'is cntitlPd to 
kHo\Y \Yh \' I rpfused to take this farrn oYer. 
I \Yas glJidcd in .tny decision by thu con-

"Pcl opinion of cxperiencccl agricultur
and expel·imeutalists in all parts of the 

world. Hon. membl'rs will realise that at 
time it ,,·as a recognised policy in 

to have centrally situated experi
nwnt farm< in each division of the State. 
1 think the hon. llH'rnbcr for Cooroora rnust 
ubscribe to 1n_v policy, because during 

his a<hnini:-tultion he got rid of l\Yo or 
iJu·~c'C PxperiuH'nt farms. I franklv adrnit 

t l have got rid of expcrimer;t farms 
I have been lvlini·y.tcr. 1iv reason is 

that. Hftt'r .all, au l:xpPrinlont far~l gcncra.lly 
only has one ~oil type•. T'hP result is that 
l!Ot\rith-:iaudiJig consicleratJle expen~c to 
the State it wa:, be, of very little nt!nc in 
another d!~tric-t~ perhaps not lOO n1iles dis
tant. Ex}JC'rirnental work, to be of any 
acln.tntHge. 11111:--t. dc'al with Yarious soil types 
<:dld H diYtr;-::ty of agricultural ~uLjcct;;:. 
rather tl 'lll with one soil type in one 
diJuatP. lr wa-~ be·( a use tho::5e reason.3 wen~ 
lliJlWrmo-t in 111_\' rniud, to which 1 ardcnt1y 
~t1b:-ot·ril1e, that I refused to take oYer the 
:.Iarccba tobac:;o 0xperimont station. Sev-eral 
"c:u~ (J Px:pcrimc•ntal wol'k had been do11e 
1 Lt>n'. Tl1a.t \Ycrk had not been n1at('riallv 

,::-:.fnl. There was one phasP, e\·e11 i.f 
pha-..p~ did not exi:-t, that induced 111e 

tLe C'ouunon\YcaJth offer. It \Yas 
Lhai· after six or sey('Il Years' e·'\:tCn

~1\ e :·opping disPasP llroblenls ··nf out:-tand
v oulcl han' hampered any 

\Ye wt~rc cor1ducting. 
GovC'nuncnt hasc under

taken Ye\·\ .trclt wurk into disease problems 
in i.Le tobacco j11Justry, a11d haYe cl(~legatcd 
io (',,, Snie t!JC cultural work that is neces
·-:ll'.·. lf ·\C' arc to undertake the cultural 
wo;·k it '.':ould not be fair to sugge,t that 
vve :-;hould undertake that cultural \York 
hantlicapp'd by having to use an olcl 
<'XJH rinwufa1 station that in its earlier days 
kt,i been ,atuwred with disease spores that 
<-ll'P difticuit to control, as, for cx.an1ple, 
frog-c;,·e au,l blue Inou:d. Speaking fro1n 
lllCitlCl'Y, \'<C' have hventY or thirtv tobacrn 
plot.s 1~1Idc1· cxpcrirnenb~l ob;;;orYai.ion. and 
T thillk our prt:';Cnt policy of lmving the 
tobacco c •riinPntal ·work sLatb~rcd through-
out the '' of ihc State is a better policy 
thnn its concentration in one area. 

It is sugg<•,.ted J,lwt we should utilise an 
amount of mono'' that the Commonwealth 
Guv-crnlllent hav-e placed at our disposal 
fo;· the purpo"' of concluding- this farm. 
'TlJat is a YCT. short-sighted and selfish view
point. ThL·n• arc tobacco-gro\Yers in the 
l-:lrctoratc of Carnan-ou. \Vould the hon. 
n1crnlJer for Ca.rnarvon Le prepared to see 
a Commom\ealth grant of £3,000 or £4,000 

being S!JE'llt in tlw ='!orth? Or would the 
tobacco-growers in the l\1irian1 Valo dis
trict of the electoratt; of Port Curtis gain 
anY satisfaction from the fact that cultural 
work ,-as being done in ='lorth Queensland? 
It would hav-e but little value to them. 
I believ-e that the vv-hole experimental policy 
of the department, not only in regard to 
pastures irnprovcnlC'nt 1vork but also ip1 
n'gard to cultural experimental work 
gnJerally. ,1Jould be di>trihutcd oYer tlw 
widest possible area. There should bo no 
centralised experiments for cultural work. 
Experin1011ts for pathological ob:~crvation 
and rest>arch on the other hand should be 
conductf'cl within < .tsY r<cach of tho most 
highly skillecl officors i;1 my department, who 
are the rnen in control of the branches at 
lhe !wad office. That is a policy I have 
JHll''-UCd. It is rertaiuly an expcnsiYc 011e. 
,.\ ~1 agricultura 1 rc.~carch work. ind0ed all 
n·~~ :trCh \York. i;;;; e':pcnsi\'e, but I Yic-,.v 
the question in this "a, -and my officers 
fortunately :::hare lllY YiCIY~-·-that it is not 
.::··..;:pPnr1it·l~·c in the tnw ~0n.-;e of the "·ord. 
l{ither is it a11 iu\·c..,tincnt. and jf we did 
ttot str01tuously continue an ex:perin1cntal 
policy in all its Yariou~ faeC't~ then agricul
l!lre would clccliioo instead of progress. 

'rhc h:_:n. n1crnber also n1ade some refcr
c .. ucc to the lH'(l:-;,•nt position in regard to 
the buffalo fh·. I can as••ure him that there 
!tas LPen a ct)ntract,ion of the areas that are 
affected !"· the ;w,t. \Yhether that has been 
du(' to th~ hon. uteinhcr's fon·sight in P~tab
!idling a "lwaying \VOrks at I)'::ajabbi. I mn 
not goinf:!,; to say; nc,Ter.thelc,;; it _rs for
tunatelY tn1c that a matenal c•mtracbol! ha~ 
taken ~~lace in t1w an'rt b:v it. But 
J-hat doe,, not giYc us an~T to relax 
the coudition~ ini110:3ed. It is true that 
the p•oplc in the buffalo fly area clo not 
t'Pga.cd it a being n .. nlcllaC'c. It ls equally 
tn;e that tlw people outside the lm!Ialc, fl:,· 
arC'rt r('gard it a:-; bc'ing a Yei'). graye ll!f'_ll~Jce 
to thPm. \Yl' \\"Ct'C' told b~- a v1s1h11g 

::-cicnti:-st-and eYC'n ~< it>Jlti:-:;tf: apJ)arentl:v 
ruakf' rni~rakc's-that tlh' bnffnlo fly \YCuld 
Jn·oba.bly not ~uc(·f'c·c1 in yJrocPeding- do\vn 
our roa:-~ts b~, onc1 Hoekbmu]Jt011. If I re
Inernber con:Pctly a gt'nt1Hnan narned 
liandsrhin. wl10 h'ad be('])· ('1Jgagcd iu special 
inY('sti~·ationa1 \Yod;: in rPlutiou to the 
bnffalo. fh-. marl<- tbt prPrlidiOIL After all, 
l•o•seYrr. ~ JH'ediction~ arE> ycr:: dangerous~ 
aud jt, hns been disroYrrcd--thls ls a n1atter 
"-vhich concern:- eyerv conntry 1nem ber~ par
iicularlv n1Pn1hers rc"presentlng dairying con
stitucnC.ies--that during tl1c past year P, 
species of t]Jp bnffalo fl v Yl'ry cJosely related 
to the lmffalo fly that ,;.c nnfortnnatclc· haYo 
in ::\orth-wcstcrn Qucemland has been drs
COYf'n~d in northern Chlna aud has bPcn 
inflicting .a_ trcnlelHlous ~unonnr o: dttYa~tation 
in that arrll. If tlw buffalo flv- ran beconw 
Hcclimatised in northern China I think that 
i:" a hint. that IYC' n1ust continue to exerriRe 
thf: rno::;t rigid rontro1 oYer the l110Yeinf'nt 
of catile from the infcstcd area in Queem
lan{l. It is to thf' rnatcrird adnn1tagc of 
the dairYmen. It is trw' that the buffalo 
fly ls n10rc di~astrous in the wetter clirnate, 
f'an breed n1orc qulddy~haYing ruorc host:-~ 
in which to breed-and it is also true that 
the finer skinned and more highly bred dairy 
stock of the coast would be more susceptible 
to a v-igorous attack or a big infestation 
of the bnffalo flY. with the consequence that 
perhaps we sho,;ld not 1:equire to disc~ss 
vvays and means to connnce the Impenal 
Gov-ernment that restriction of exports 1s 
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a de;iraLlc po!ic"·-thc buffalo fly would 
about all tho restriction that wa' 

;:;npposc·d to Le necessary and a good dPal 
rnorc. 

Thcrt'forc. n1 spite of a good deal of 
ho;tilih· nHI critici;m leYclled at me and 
n1v officers in this direction, I lll'OIJose to 
co;1tinne tlu' quarantine ]JOhcy and the 
((Cl!Cral polic.v \\ c ha\ e a doptcd. IV e made 
1t as easy as we could for the people con· 
cerncd; bui \H' are not going- to take any 
ri;b. That i; a policy that -will commend 
ihc·lf to the dairYing and beef cattle indus
iriPs In this state. 

~:o,nc made about a 
gua-r.11l1 eed I a1n rather 
a.rnu~f'd at f'Omc of the .staJPnlPnts nu1<lc. 
The hon. Inrtnhc'l' for Cooroora was not a 
tran..;g-re:-"or. \Yhilst dealing with this qnPs
tion I fdtoulcl like to surYev the remark::; 
1nad_e b,v hon. mon1hers gcncr~a lly. The sug~ 
ge;;;t1on \\·a~ made bv the hon. Jnembcr for 
Cunnino;lwm that the GO\crnmcnt with which 
be - a,,ocirrted not onlv suc,eeded in 

local pric·cs but ·pro,on-cd more 
the Queensland growers the 
that was paid for wheat in 

l\Ir. Dn ·m;: In the world. 

At 2.55 p.m .. 

l\Tr. \'\'. T. Kr:c:o (Jlar((), o11o of the panel 
of TetuporarY CLainncn, relicYed ::Ylr. Glcd
::;on in th~ chair. 

T!1c SF.C'H.ET.-\RY FOR AGRICuLTuRE: 
I will " 1:nit all that. I do not desire 
to cayil abont it; but t.lh~ hon. 1ncn1~ 
hPr said to rnc. in answer to an intei·~ 
jf'etiou, " \Y!1v did .'.-ou not Jo the sam0? ': 
Th ·J wa~ not fair critjcisrn. aud the hon. 
1n£>n~bPr kno·"-h that it \Ya::: nOt f~ir eriticisJu. 
Critlt'isrn of that natnrP corninu frnrn an hon 
11:0m lwr 1"d1'? )1clcl _Cabin0t ra;1k in the pre~ 
\'lOll' .-\.clmuli··tratwn ancl 'Yho must he 
nrquaint0d. 1.-rith all the cirenm~tanccs of 
t h·• rafc is ('S.o..fmtially unju:-t. 

:·. Dncox : I said you could do it in a 
\Yay. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE · 
Tl,e . hol!. member says I could do it i~ 
a chfforent wa~·. Lot me outline what 
t h past Gon'rnment die] and what this 
GoYernment did In regard to this rnu('h 
YOXPd wheat quc·,tion. VVc haYO on 
t!,•,, statute-book the Sugar Acquisition 
AcL I remember the iniquity tbat was 
ascnhcd to the Sugar Acquisition Act in 
th.' minds of the hon. gentlemen opposite 
\\·hcu n was first placed on the statute book. 
!_ n':J",cmber hon. gentlemen opposite saying, 
~\nother step on the way to Socialism, 

Another step on the road to Communism." 
1 he word '' So.-ietism" was not fashionable 
at that time. Time went on till one dav 
b_Pc,-,uso thE:' vd1eatgroYvers \ii,'Cre in a pa~·~ 
t :cularh· parlous position, the hon. members 
who constituted the past Cabinet said rio-htlv 
anrl j nsily, " \Y C rnust do son1ethjng' to 

0 

pr~~ 
tect ~ur wheatgrowers," and they invoked 
1 he ard of this despised Sugar Acquisition 
Act and i 4 sucd a proclan1ation under it; but 
there was always this reservation in the 
backs of the mi11ds of those hon. gentle
men-" If this be challeng·cd, well, we will 
J:ot co11test it." I am informed. whether 
rightly or wmngly, that it was not challenged 
~ecause the then Leader of the Government, 
tae hon. 1nernber for A.ubigny, gave the wheat 
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intere::.;i..., in the South an a~')ura11ce it v1rould 
only operate for twelve months. 

:VIr. vYALKER: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE: 

I sa I wa~ inforrnccL whethc1· rightly ot· 
\Yron~g ly. At that juncture I took control 
of tlw departn1cnt. and~knowing all t!H'.' 
di;-;abilit ies and all the weaknc~~C':-) of the 
situation, knowing as the JHoore GoY~rnn1:nt 
knew, that according to legal opinton the 
GoYPrnment had not a leg to stand on. and 
1la Ying in 1nind the pos-.ibilitics accentuated 
by the pnmmt casc-knov. ing all these dis
abilitiP, "e did as the other GoYcrnment 
did, \YC continued to use the Sugar A.cqui~i~ 
tion c\d so long as it was not challenged. 
En·n bodv knew, the Jll'Cscnt Leader of the 
Oppositio;, and the cx-Sccrctary for Agricul
ture aud Stock, c\·cry J\1inister as=-'ociaterl 
\\-ith the late GoYcrnmcnt and. I think all 
pri,·ate members, knew there was no legal 
autlJOritv for -..Yhat -..-..-e did. In other \vords, 
at th;s ~li:-:iL:nrc of tin1e we can honestly say 
that -..-..-c did so1ncthing- that \Yas not legal. 
H~al ising tlw illegality- of the Act. and being 
a GoYerimwnt that desired to continue con· 
stitutional practices, we -..vou1cl not agree to 
rontinue a ~vstem that would haYO n1eant the 
c]pf, at of the Crov;n in court. 

Mr. DE.ICOK: -\.fter that you did nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRfCLILTuRE: 
The hon. member says aftr,r that I did 
nr:tl1ing. Can he sugge~t there is so1ne· 
thing that can bo done? In~teacl of ~.:ty· 
ing·, " \V c did j his and tha 1," the hon. 
lJH"·! 1lH'r will bo afforded an opportunity at 
a later stan·c in these debates-perhaps when 
the next Yot.(' is being considered-to tell 1ne 
"·hat I am to do. 

1 ha,·e hom·,tlv searched fo1· ~ solution of 
I his problem. 'I realise that the whcat
;:..!.TOv;pr~ of this Staic rnust be giYcn every 
possihlr> adYantage, and I realise also that 1f 
anv instrument can be emplovod to help them 
that instrument should be willingly employed 
bv m'.·sclf and bv the Government. But lot 
n~ cx~minc the J~eal facts of this case, quite 
apart from considerations of party advantage 
and parochialism. Lf't. us examine the fact< 
on the broadest possible lJasis, that if tha.t 
under section 92 of the Commonwealth 
Constitution, as the hon. 1nen1ber very -..vell 
knows, thPre can be no restriction of traclt• 
as between the Yarious States of the Com
mon-.,·ealth. \Yhcat is the subject of trade 
Tlw hon. member desires to obtain a high 
pricE' for the wheat obtained in Queensland. 
I am anxions that the growers shall haYe the 
highest possible economic price f_or . their 
endeavours. Lot us take the leYcl 1nchrated 
ln· the hon. mcn1bcr for \Yarv,·ick, who kno'>V."'i 
~ore about the wheat quc::-tion than any 
other member in this Committee. Suppose 
I said the wheat level shall be 4s. 2d. a 
bushel-that was the price sugge.-tcd by the 
hon. rncrnber, v1as it not? 

i\Ir. BARXES : Y cs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: 
Suppose I agree with him and for the 
incoming harYest I say. " Very well, the 
authorities in the jndnstry, aftC'r checking 
up 1he cost of production, adYise me that 
4s. 2d. a bushel is the price that should be 
rf'turned to the gro\ver." I then go alonq
to the Commissioner of Prices and say to 
him. " Fix the price of wheat at 4s. 2d. a 
bmhel." Suppose tho price of wheat at 
Darling Harbour was then 3s. a bushel and 
the co't of landing that wheat ill Brisbane 
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cualJlcd a [11"ice to be quoted in the Yicinity 
of :ls. 6d. a bushel. \Yould the nnllero paY 
4s. 2d. a lmshel "? They might be actuated 
by_ patriotic motiYes and say, "We will pay 
th1·• 4s. 2d. a bushel and use Queensland 
wheat.'' If they were idealists they might 
purr·hR~n that ,yheat. but could thev sell 
thci1· flour in C'O~npetition with ~ flour 
rna.dc fro1n wheat at 3s. a bushel? To 
the deQTCe that you raise prices in Qucen~
land above the cost of bringing Southern 
wlwat into qucensland, you i1nrite an influx 
of Southern flour into Queensland and ctuit~J 
ob,·iomly defeat your own ends. 

:'vlr. B.\RXES: GiYe an all-Australian price. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTURE: 
I shrtll come to that. There is no solution 
that can be found separate from the Com
monwealth sol ut ion to this question; no 
solution-after cxan1ining- cverv method after 
obtaining the aclYice fi·om t~ho bc~t 'wheat 
men, both on the milling and production side. 
fror~l -t}l the autlwritie~. ~fter ~etting .rny 
1nal'1{0hng officerB to examine this question, 
aftc•1· legal arh·ice. after chasing all sorts of 
,Jtaclov. s in the hope that some wlution 
.,,Jm]rl be offc'recl to tbis wheat question that 
1 he G overnmci:t very <~arnestly desire to 
'-oh~c. ::\ly adY1ce \\"H8 that, if we interfered 
in any 1vay it n1ig·ht be attractive on the 
:-mrftlC(' but in the final analysis of such inter
~t'l'ei:ce or rcadj~1~tn1ent of market price::. 
It \VI!l have a disastrous effect and to the 
dPgrco thut ~·ou continue it will be vour 
c::ury O\ (_'J' of wheat. , 

Mr. \Ytc.;J!OL1': Yer~· true. 

Tl1e SECHETAH.Y FOR AGRICGLTL'RE: 
It i' true. I entirely agree with that. 
Sectwn 92 of the Commonwealth Constitu
tion-an apparrntl~- harnlless. se·"tion ·when 
printcd-tt..•lls n1c I cannot rnake any shado'v 
of an aclju·~tn1ent that ''"ould be o( n1atcria! 
la:::,ting lwucfit to the IYheatgrolvers of 1Le 
Stall'. Ou tile other hand, I rlo not 
1JcllPYP the wlH'atgnnvPrs of Australi, 
'bould he thrown. >horn and nakPd to 
the wind .. I Lwlievc the pri11ciple that w, 
are adopting 1n the dairying indu5trv~ 
'honld be extended to the wheatoTowing 
indu~try of the Con1n1onvvcalth a;d not 
confined to that of the State. I believe that 
an all-Au,tralian price is the ]o<rical reason
able, ancl inevitable wlution of this ;1uestiou. 
Somp hon, members ~pposite, I know, do not 
LchcYo In that rloctnne. The hon. member 
for vY,-nnum and the hon. member for Fassi
fcrn havr, formed an alliance on this ques
tion. They have very clennite views on the 
economic phase of agricultural production. 

:'llr. \Yn:c;HOLT: The law of supplv and 
demand. · 

The SECHELI.RY FOR AGRICULTURE· 
The hon. m,embei' believes entirelv anci 
exclusively in suvuly and demand. · 

Mr. \YrE~HOLT: For eYerythi,ng. 

The' SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL'RE: 
In the old clays of unrestricted law of supply 
and demand the farmer was at the mercv 
of many things that should not hav-e bee;, 
allo\vecl unrestricted sv;ay. He was exposed 
to all sort> of co,-ts that were not reasonable 
and in rnany instances \Yere not legitimate. 

Mr. \YIEXHOLT : He is exposed to them 
IlO\Y. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. 1nem bcr says he is now exposed to 
rhem. If he is still exposed to them, then, 

to tlmt di·~rP<' is not the law of supply 
;~!id dPnHuut df .fea.ted ·: 

:vrr. 'v\'rsr-;!IOLT: :'\o. 

Th,, SECEETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: 
T, !lOt tf:~: law of supply and demand 
defcau d to tLat. dcf!n~e. inasrnuch a.s unrea~ 
:'--'Jl;ablr~ t:ha r:s('"' ar~ br,ing pla("ed on hirn 
<J.nd th8 la'\ of supply and dernand-the 
shrine at \\+id1 the hon. rncn1bcr IYOrships
l:-; adnJit\"r'dly, on his own interjection. not 

thP farnlPl' a fa..ir and reasonable 
of l11-; O\Yll product. The hou. 

gpntlf'ntan -a.y::: that the law of ':_.up ply a·nd 
dPntnnrl ;;:hould opcrnJc. Let 11::3 ex:.:unine 
that la1v. 

1'\Ir. \\'rP~HOLT: For eYerything. 

TtH' SECREL\HY FOR AGRICl:'LTn:U:: 
Let us cxaraine it in its application to the 
wfH'Jt CjUl·.tion, v;hich is the ~pccifH· i:-:.,.ue 
vvith ·; ·hich I a1n dealing. 

J;I l". \ \'"" IEN HOLT : For eYcrything. 

Tiw SECRET"\RY FOR AGRIC.TLTL"RE: 
I ~hall deal 1rith his stipulation that it is 
to he '·for evc,,ything" if the lion. member 
so des in< For the moment I want to deal 
with this most important question. one that 
is of vital irnportance to Etll po1icics 
of all Governments in Australia. It is 
of such ,-ita! importance that it may make 
or unn1ake onr pre!"ent Conln10lllrccdth Go

The indications are that this 
g-oing to be the v-ital political 
the Fed-eral sph0re behveen HOW 

the conclusion of the present Parlia
rnl'nt. Hct·ogni~ing tl1at, rnust 1re not al~o 
recovtti~e that the labourer i:" worthy of hi~ 
hire- cu~d nJust we not aho recognise that 
O\ cr~cn.~ parity~-

}lr. ~PAHJ(;~ ,, : \V c ali beliere in it. 

The Sl~f'RE:T,\RY FOR AGRICl:LT'CRE: 
\\' e um,v all belie;-e in it, but we do not 
a. I·' ay~ rl'<:Ogni~-, it. 

-:\Ir. SPARKES: Y~cs, 1vc do. 

Th<' SEC'REL\RY FOR AGRICCLTDRE: 
~o. ' <' do not. :\Iust \\'C not recognise that 
O\ par_ity is not a fair detennination 
for pnce. If the law of supply and 
tJ.,'mand ill all its hideoth nakedne'· is to 
opr-ratP. \ve ::a~v, in effect. that the over
seas parit,· sha;l be the price to be paid to 
tho producer here~t.hero is no intermediate 
('our~P-and bocause a big population is 
being wpportecl directly and indirectly by 
tlu production of 1vhcat. possibly, our 
tlt:11 ional lo:'-·>c:: would bo infu1itcly greater 
if '"'' failed to recognise the urgency of 

equationo than y.'ould othenYise be 
cusP. If we allow things to drift in that 

a.r. then obviou::.l;· tho overseas parity is 
going to bear us do\rn to the o\·erseas level. 
Yon .._~annat have it both wa';,rs. You cannot 
lwve ovcr,-•ca'"l parity and ; high standard 
of living. 

i'vlr. .J. G. B\YLEY: We did a few years 
ago. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR c\GRICCLTl:RE: 
You cannot. a11d neYer ran. You cannot 
h1J\'P overseas pa.rity u11dor nonnal con
ditions and hav-e a high standard of living. 
I Le~il'Ye that ever'"- tnan in this Parliament 
does stanrl for the, payment of a reasonable 
living rate, howeYer it is gleaned, whether 
it be wages or other earnings for the 'Inan 
\vho is engaged jn wheat production. I can
not see any hope for the wheat industry 
U!1le~s we have Comrr1o1nvcalth stabilisation. 
1 believe that a bread tax and the levying 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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of Lreacl taxrs are repugnant. because 
bounties are paid from consolidal<'d reYcnue. 

2\Ir. \Ym:nwur: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'l'L'YCRE: 
I belioYe in the final analysis that that is 
a t.~ Ul' on the wheatgTOIH_~rs and a slur on 
GoYernments. Finally, it moans that the 
wheatgrowcr is being. practicall;y told that 
through no fault of hrs own he rs unable to 
carrv on and that he rs to he grn;n the 
char~ty ~f the Connnonwualth. I do not 
v ant 'that position to be maintained. I do 
not belieYe that any orgamsatron or any 
bodv of producers should be in receipt of 
the· charit,· of the CommomYcalth or the 
<"harity of 'the people of the Commonwealth; 
1 believe that our agricultural policy should 
he so directed and so maintained that the 
rorcl '· c·harit;;" v.-ill not enter in at .all. 

I belicYe that the solution of this 
que~tion. IS a. Con1n1onwc>alth ·wl1eat 
pool \nth a Commom\c•alth parity of 
eqnal 'aluc r!r all the capital citic' of the 
Con:mormealth. I believe that that is the 
onlv wlution of the question. I bclieYe that 
it 'is inevitable, but I recognise that cyen 
tmdel' that scheme Queensland may have 
to n1ukc> ;;.mnc bargain or in~ist upon ::-mne 
adju~tinent that will duly recognise Quce_ns
]mJd's pt•culiar position in lho vrheatgrow1ng 
industry. I repeat, it is true that no St.ate 
unaided ean do anything to help its wheat· 
grmvers, bnt the States combined, with the 
bles:-.ing and sanction of the Con1n1onvvealth 
GoYcrlmlcnt. cu1 do the things that have 
bf'en indicated. I believe that the public 
general!:.· will willingly p:gree to render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and 
to recognise the Yalue of the contributions 
lhat the v.rhoatgrowcrs are making to the 
:;..olY01l('Y of our Stat('B and of oUr Con1mon
\H'alth bv the trade balances that naturally 
follow. ' 

The> hon. gcntlenutn rais('cl <.1 nother Ycry 
iurporta.nt question, the question of the certifi
cation of milk. He suggested that the scheme 
had been in operation for a couple of year•. I 
,iJonlcl not like to suggest to my friend that 
he m a.'· possibly have bc0n -doing the Hip 
Ya'l Winkle act. in that he fell a,leep just 
\Yhen the rcgu!atlons guvcr11ing certified 
111ilk \Yen• prmnulgat('d and tt\YakciJC'd again, 
believing that a period of hYo years has 
cl a ps\'d. Tile regulations governing tllc 
1 1rcHl uctio11 of ccni lied 111 ilk ha vo I Jot ,~et 
bcc11 in operation for twelye Inonth:-. ~It 
\\.a~ uccr -sarT,~ to n1akC' a n1ost careful sur
vey, and this. invoh·ed a goocl deal of labora· 
tory invcf'tigation and research, beca.use I 
did not dc,ire to prf•ccribe a sunrdard tbat 

not cqu11l to v.hat a certified milk stall· 
slJOu1d hL', 110r did I desire to pre~cribe 

a standard that ,,-as too high of attainn1cnt. 
It took a good deal of 1vork. I mn>t 

congratulat<> Dr. Cofl'ey. :\lr. :VIcG'r:cth imv 
own dairy expert), and .Dr. Giffmtl C.:roll for 
tl1c intcrc:-;t the~~- have tak0n in thi ... \'.Od~. 
I thank thcn1 'for the n1aterial assi"taucc 
t l!PY ga Yf' I ne in launehing this Echcrnc for 
the r(•rtification of milk. It is obviou' that 
von can11ot ePrtif'"," rnilk until the herd~ arC' 
C·ertiHPd. \Ye ~1.nnonnced the condltjons 
rmdet· \Yhich we "ould ct•rtih the herds. and 
in1Y11ediately comrnenced tc~ting hrrd~., \Ye 
haYe seYeral herdc ready for final O!JrY0y. 
Three herds have been finallv surYeved and 
the rertificah;:; are in the co~rse of }lrepara
tion. \Ye haYe se,·en herds now undergoiug 
flual snrycy, ancl jf ('Ycrythlng- is satisfactory 
they will in turn get their certificates. 0He 

[Hon. F. lV. Bulcock. 

hon. mcrnber in this Coininjt.ten recognises 
the Yahw of this work. 

)Jr. \VALKER: Who is he' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGIUCCLT'CRE: 
Perhaps his modesty will prevei!t me. from 
utC'ntioning his name, but he 1s qy1te at 
!ibertv to stand in his place and say lt refers 
to him. 

Mr. CLAYTOK: You \\·ill be telling the 
Committee coon. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It is a very excellent thing .that a member 
of Parliament should recogmso the Yalue of 
this work. It is certainly a lead to other 
people \\orth while following. Some of the 
n1ost progressiYe dairyn1cn. in Bris~ane are 
in possession cf a cert1ficatron of tlwrr herds. 
'While I do not boheve for one mom~nt 
that certified milk can be mrlk for 
gL1ncral eonsun1p~i?n, I do. kllO\V fron_1 !he 
advice the Bnt.rsh :\1edrcal A,socratwn 
has giYcn nlf_: in regard to t~is n1ntter that 
certified milk not only in Bnsb~ne but also 
rn oyer~- area in Quconsla_nd is a . \:ery 
excellent thing and will provrde ~' mcdrcrnal 
n1ilk above suspicion for n0Ul'IShlng delicate 
childr0n and \vill make sonrc excellent CC?ll

tribution to the maintenance of infant lrfc 
in our State. I rnay take another :'tCp In 
that direction in the near future. 

l\1ost attention ha" bePn directed during 
this debate towards n1arkcts and 1narketing. 
Thu ecouomio equations surrounding n1ar
kcting haYe lH~Yer been more diHicul.t: of 
solution than they arc at. the pre,ent tmre. 
1\Iy depart!ncnt is consciously growing 
undPr· n1v dir('ction frorn a dcpartn~cnt con
ePrncd Chicfl:v with crop cultural rncthods 
and ihe raising of stor::k to a dt par~n1ent 
n;r\y rnuch concerned in the ccononues of 
acrneulture. Two or three of our young 
u~en at i he present tlrtlf~ arc 0ngagecl in the 
:;;tnd~ of agricultural c·.·onorn~cs. In· . the 
p1·ocPss of tinH1 the Dnpartn1C~It of ~-\gncu~
iln'e \\ill }w,\·c attach('d to rt. 1H'can~0. Jt 
must, an (;( ,;no1nic l)ranch, the founcl:tt!on 
of which exist~ -~o-rlay in the nu:.rkchng 
branch. \Ye !iud tl1at these pmblems are 
n1on1 difficult and n1on~ acute than thc_y 
0Yer \YOt0. Tho clarnour for nJqrl.::ct:-: JS 

iJ1tcnsc. E\·ery nation to-day has tl.C'Yc>lopcd 
a- nolicy of ~conomie nat.ionali~nl. Jn an 
ecoi1onli(; sPnsc thev haYo (•rectPd lJ •,rbcd 
win• cntangl0rnents ~<troun.rl thcinselYc:;;. How 
lmw that will last remarns to he "' Pn. I 
do hnot dc"ii'O to pose as a prophet. bnt 
alrcadv I ran sec material indications that 
while ~the policy of econo1uic 1_1ati~nali~m 
n1ay n1akP ~~2lllC' tc•wporar> contrJbnhons !D 
tlw· cconol!lic life of a people, final!,· it ,,.,]] 
ddeat itoclf. Already I can feP indication~ 
that c'conoruic nal-ionalisin i::> prOYIIIg 1tself 
'-,:> be uncconon1ie intcrnationa1isnl. T~e 
lonl(cr I lin• and the more I see of cconomrc 
problems of this description the more I 
realise that countries arr les .. and le's cap~ 
able of being self·contained aJ!d inr!c]Jcndpnt. 
That bring's m face to face w1th the questwn 
of markets. The Bast has frequent 1.,. been 
1ncntionC'd. Let me giYe hon. rnen1,bers one 
little experience wo haye had \vith the East. 
\Yo wono told that a good market for gr:;pes 
existed in China. The Committee of Drrec· 
tion shipped grapes to China to te~t: ont the 
market. The result was that \\'e mscover~cl 
after a. great deal of correspon4c_nce. ~n 
\Yhich my department had to partrcrpatc m 
order to sQ[eguard the rrghts of the Com· 
mittoe of Direction, that the black grapes 
,J,ipped were not acceptable to the Chinese, 
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and had not been consumed. \Ve had to 
l1lld out whv black grapes were not accept
able to tho Chinese. \Ve were informed 
that tlw Chinaman will not take black or 
))Urple into his house because it is a sign of 
death. 

So ,-uH have supcr.stitions and religion~ 
blas ·and nreiuc1ic·~ to overcornc. For 
in::tancc. an-long certain sections the cow i.s 
regarded ns sacred, and a storekeeper stor
ing butter \Yould be boycotted by the mem
bers of n particular religion, who would 
consider that the1 would lose caste and fall 
hom gn:cc if they ent<Jred his shop where 
(be product of the cow was starer! .. Such 
lnrliYiduals arn a very large proportion of 
t !10 pco;Jles of these East:rn conntrim. The 
more I '''c of these qn0stwns the more I am 
cr!l1Yi11{'0cl that there is but little opportunity 
of the dm·elopmcnt of any material trade in 
lmlter. chcc,e, pork, etc .. with the East. 
\\" e sent oYer a trade delegation to Eastern 
countries. rrnd one of the members of that 
dehe;ration had specific directions to inquire 
into L an~· questions which he belieYed had 
~1. 'V agricultural irnportanc£'. l-Ion. rnen1 hers 
kncm c. rh" rec,ult of that delegation's visit, 
for the rcpm·t has been printed. Tt seems 
to rue that although we may aspire to a 
'hare in Asiatic markets and belicYc that 
theY slc'>llhl he cultiYated, I do not think 
thc;,f' i~ vt>ry rnuch po~sibility of any nHtierial 
(1f'YPlopm.cnt in that quarter. 

One l:rm. member chided me for that in a 
dPbilte ~cnue years <Jgo on legislation con
crrnin!.t di~Pases in :;;tack I rnadc certain 
l'f'lllark~. 0£ course, it is pennissible. 
althou12·h t'nlbarra~~illp:-, to rPca 11 the inju
dicion eemarkB that thr hon. rncn1bcr made 
many years ago; bt1-t the hon. mE~rnber stntcd 
that I c1·itici~f'd his ~-\drninistration because 
nothing ''""'s being done jn sheep research 
\York in Central Qneenslrrnd, and de'c,ired to 
know v:h:1' \YC \YC'r0 clolng in this regard. 
\Y C' n lT doing a con~idcra.blc nrnount of 
tT'-car _·h Yrork in the pastornl areas of our 
Stntr. _\t the present tirne an officor 
attached lo our department in a sotni-ofiicial 
wa~· is 1naking a stuYey of grasses, and our 
lrrborato1·i( -~ are engaged in inYEL,,tigational 
work a ewe; Jte<l \\·ith soil. salt iicks. control 
of buffalo flv. and such general nutrition 
prohlrn" as Lshould come within tlw amhit 
of the Department o£ .\griculturc. Material 
nro--(rC'~s in that direction is beinu· mc1de, 
;tnd alreaclv we have been able to L'indicate 
to the pasi·,e>ralists in many parts of Queens
iand certain desirable lines of practice. 

A final matter mentioned bY the hon. mem
lwr was the quetion of herd testing. In 
1929-30-lhP hon. member will recognise the 
Y"~n·-415 lH'rds only, con1prising 13.920 co\vs. 
were under (est in this State; in 1930-31, 397 
herds. c·omprising 12.000 cows. were unrlcr 
trst; and in 1931-32, oniy 272 h0rds. inYoh·
lng 10.333 covvs, wcro under test. It obvi
ously br( d.TI10 nee,•ssn ry to do something to 
~tin1nlnh• }Jerd 10sting and recording of 
re~ults; tl1oso figt1n~-; \YE'fP an indication of 
n generfll decline and a failure to appreciate 
the Yctlue of herd testing. In 1932-33 wp 

rccon'n d ground and tested 400 herds, com
prising 12,000 cows. nnd in 1933-34, when W" 
Yigorons]y purf.:ued this question, we to~tcd 
982 herds. totalling 29,521 cows, and thus 
showed an increase of over 100 per cent. on 
the pre 1·iou s yoar. These figures are being 
rnaintained vvith an ever-increasing Yolume 
of rrqw"';;;ts for hPrd testing. 

The hon. member for Gympie made the 
"tatcment that, unfortunately, the cotton 

i:r~:,Ftrv \\·as not tnaking the expansion that 
it ,],.,uid hc;-c made, hut this year shows an 
iLrrc~ 'Srl in acreage of 48 per ecnt. oyer 

yjop.:: r. cord f'l"ODS; so that the Cotton 
is doir.:g YcrY fine "\Vork in the expan

sir,r::_ of the iudu:;;trv. It is true \YC have corne 
f ·CP to fnc with ~sorne very great problt'rns 
in conn~~ction with our cotton. 

1 a111 rc1tlH'r an1uscd \Yhen I read in the 
F.ngli~h pr "'· as reported in onr own press, 
that Lanca~hire is taking Yory vrolcnt 
t'xception to the rotton policy of the Com
uwnwcalth Gov('rnment. The facts are 
these: :Here v;as an industry rcpresen!ing 
the' im·cstment of a great deal of <'a_Pibl, 
and the return to the grower was o?vrously 
not "'11icic>nt ro maintain him on his hold
in<:r; ancl it bccmne necessary to readjust 
th~ C'onuHonwealth fiscal poli.cy in such a 
dirccticn1 cb to pennit hjm to rcrna.in on 
ihnt l1o1cling. That \Vas \V hat ,~.as don.e. 
::\o\V the British Govcrn1nent. or a ccrtanl 
pr;werful section in that country, are .taking 
the' viewpoint that this is a violatron of 
tlF! Utt<J\Ya Agre61nent, inasmuch as . the 
('(>:llmOtnYea\th h'" readjusted its fiSCal 

in ordt•r to builrl up an uneconomrc 
. A moment's reflection will show 

a connt n- like Australia, and a State 
~ik~-_' c:·:epn-,L-tr'uJ. nnL"it quite obviou~l:v offer 
thP fu1]r;;;t pm- .iblc protection to an. in.clust,ry 
' , ablishcd \Yithin its borders. If It IS true 
-~-<Jntl I challcng·c it--that \Ye have en£aged 
in an ut~Cclnon1.-ic po~i--~Y through the Corn-
1non\\·0a1th in relation to cotton, and thereby 
\YL' bv t' Yiolatetl the Otta,Y.a Agreement, it 

me \"CrY forcibl v that Britain 
the "Ottawa L Agreement in 

rc.spnct of i1er cattle policy, which involves 
-ub-idv of £3.000,000 to the producers 

IY•c all know thrrt the Eng:ish cattle 
indn t1·~- i:J not an econornic industry if we 
1neasurC 1t bv the va.rdst.ick of economic 
production. I'fw Brit"ish GoYernment desire 
ro perpetuate the existing cattle mdus~ry 
in P.rit.ain They agrec'd to grYo a subsrdy 
of £3.0JO.COO iu order to do so. Tho fact 
thBt tbat. · nb idy 'Yas ncce~sary den1onstrates 
conclusiYeh· that the cost of production \Vas 
~Tcater rh~n the retail price; in other words, 
~-lttasured hv d1e vardstick our critics ha.ve 
ll"'rd. it was une~onomic production. Our 
Jlroblem "·as the same, anc! our solution 
""'" not yasth· dtfferent. We must mam
taln our cottOn industry, and is t~ore a 
ju~tiflcation-a~·,un1lng that :ve have '?alated 
Otta>':a. and England has vwlated Ottawa
fot the not to call the kettle black? These 
.agroctw.:;lts must be read with discretion) 
a;:cl read in conjunction with that recog
ni,erl national --entirnent that expresses Itself 
in a dc~ire to perpetuate existing land settle
rnent and cxtrnd it whcro\?Ci' possible. 

The- !ton. member for Gympie desired to 
kuo·:' "-hv an increase of £1,631 had been 
prcvidcd ' in respect of gratuities. The 
crratuitie"_· that are encurnbcnt on the dcpart
;ncnt to rncct arc in respect of Mr. 
C'hccscnHw. a very excellent officer with 
''"horn we are very sorr.v to part, £358; JYlr. 
\Yatson, £330; :'vir. McGrath, another very 
excellent otliccr whom it will be exceedingly 
difl1cuir to replace, £477; Mr. Brooks, £280; 
}lr. Orr, £380; making a total of £1,825. 

I\Ir. KEXJS"Y: A very foolish policy. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CLTURE: 
You continued it. 

Mr. KEKNY: We did not, we raised the 
retiring age to seventy. 

lion. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRIUJLTl!RE: 
There is an addition of £675 for unexpected 
retirc1nents Olving to breakdown8. The hon. 
rncn1bC'r for Gytupie raised another inter-est
ing question. I know the J1ersonal irnpli
cation in rcg.ard to it. I know there is an 
incliYidual iu the hon. n1en1bcr·2 electorate 
who is always tP!ling the hon. member he 
ha~ di~coYered a cure for this, that, and 
the other. He bombards me with letters. 
The tallest file in my department is the 
0110 that rontains the lette-rs 'vrittc-n by 
that gentleman. 

:\Ir. EDWARDS: He has broken a record. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRKTLT1.'RE: 
He has. In eYen- instance he asks the Go
Ycrnn1cnt to giYe ~hirn some an1ount, a rncre 
£5.000. sometimes £10,000. and sometimes 
£20.0CO before he will disciose what he has 
to ~ay. Recently he wrote to n1c and offered, 
if I gayc hin1 a job for hre1Ye rnonths, to 
wurk for £2 per "·eek. The department is 
deluged with letters from people- who 
believe thc•v have di~coyerec1 ~Omf~ ren1edv 
for i'Ol11(' di~C'a~e or pest. I \Yill~ quote a 
ease in 1)oint. Only yc.sterclay I received a 
lcttPr frorn a man who, I jruagine. carclesf:ly 
Jcft a dose of patent n!ediei11e about 
becans<' he \Yas called a\Yay to attend to 
:-on1ething c·lse, and suddenf:,- l'( n1cm bP ring 
that he had not taken the medicine, returned 
to disroYcr a fc\\ fruit flies round the bottle. 

1\Yo or three \YCrc drowned in the mcdi
cinP. The conscqurncp was he imn1echatt->ly 
wrote to t}Jc d.cpa:!'tn1C'11T !3Uf!gCf-ting \YC 

:--hould rccon1pcnse hi1n for thi:::: discovery, 
n1akP a.rraugen1ents with the pC'ople \vbo 
n1arketing this proprietary Jnedie:int> and 
sidis0 both the nu-lnufacturcr and t11E' 
coYC'l'er. TheBe arP not i~olate:d caE-e~. 
occu:· every daY. and if I '\CTP to jnstrucr 
1ny ofiicers' to ~nvc~ti£!'ate all these ca~e-~ it 
"cmld be impossible 'for them to clo their 
legitin1atP work. \Yhere the dcpartHlcnt ha3, 
undel' spccia l ci rcn1nstal!Cf',. inYc.-=tig·atcd 
tl1r·e C!l~(·s. or thc.'3f' alleged cnrc~, :it has 
1l('L'H found. that they haYe been baH·d n1 
wnmg prcn11~u:-. 

:\fr. EDWARDS: There- i> a ]m 
-.:.:q::·g-estion. but the f'&HlC' thing 
founc1 ont witlwur invcsrjrration 
offiCf'l'S. ,_ 

The SECHEL\RY FOH AGlUl'l.TTl:RE: 
I am 110t dispo·"ed to agrre. I know, 
on the other hand. that many of the 
hon. ltH'mbcr'R ~np.;gestion~ LnYe l~f'en 
inyeqip·nted a11cl haYe }'ecn found to be like 
tllCSL' alleged Clll'f-'S. The thing- occurs in 
nn~· ycgctnble. patlJOlogical or _irber·t control. 
rp got the ~tock of cures and th1~ pro
duces another YC'r~- prolific crop of sug~:cP.
tiotF. Last session ParliamPllt di~cusH_'d 
n \~('tPrinar~- ~\Iodlcines Bill, wl1ich brought 
to light son1e n1ost astoundinf! thingf:. 1t 
~~JJOWC'd tl1e farming CODlll1Ul1it.Y \YE'l'(' llt 
ruthlessly exploited in many directions. 
ir n1av gratify hon. n1f'n1berf: to kuov, t,hat at 
tlw ],j,f conference of Ministers of _\'iricnl
turr CYery State in the Commonwraltlr under
took to place> similar legislation on its statute 
hook. \Ye haYe eliminated the quacks. We 
haYe eliminated the sale of worthleS5 pre
narations. From thf' Yolnme of complaints 
I l1ave recf'iYed frnn1 the 1ncn whun1 "\Ve 
haYC refn~ecl to license-the rnen whosp nwdi
('al11Pnt~ \YC Jwyc refu~cd to apprc-ciah -I 
helirYf' that the Act is achievino- its pur-
po~c3 in a Yery worthy rr1anner. o 

Anotlwr hon. member suggested legislation 
for compulsory dehorning. I recognise the 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

.-alue of that practice. I see one hon. mem
ber interested in cattle in1n1ediately payiug 
particular attention to this matter. Hon. 
merc.bers haYe frequent!:-· told me that there 
should be no interference at all \Yith the 
producer. I belieYe that a very .-aluable 
"·n-ice wou!J be giYen to the cattle industry 
of the State if all cattle \Yere -dehorned, 
and a verv Yalurtble addition to their prac
tice would' thus be embarked upon. JHan:v 
clo not agree with me. Cattlemen raise all 
kinds of difficulties in connection with dehorn
ing:. but I can assure _hon. rnemb~rs that 
if a representatiYe sectwu of the mdu?try 
i< prepared to ask me to make regulat;ons 
Ior dehorning and accept the respons1b1!Jty 
for it I am prepared to giYe favourable 
C'Ortsidcration to that request. 

:\Jr. KEXXY: Leave tlwm alone. Let tlwm 
do ir tlwnrseh·es if tlrey desire to. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlGCLTURE: 
''LP! thPm do it themsches," is my attitude 
at d1c present tin1e. 

The hon. n1en1 ber for Tsis raised son1c 
quite interesting point~. ~he 1nos~ ir.l~erest
inu- thing that I find in hrs contnbutron to 
the debate is his wr~- frank statement that 
n~triction vvas practi:'t.)d in the sugar indus
tn. I clo not know if I haYe correctly 
ini-Prprch~d his ren1ark~. hut the in1prcssion 
1 l!ained \YD·· !hat he asked: if re triction 
\\'a'S to be pra_ctised i1; ~he ~ugar ind_ustry, 
,._.J1y not prachct• restrJ{'trOn 111 other Indu~
trir~ '? 

'\Ir. KEXKY: Do .-ou not belieYe in restric
t iou in the sugar i1;dnstry? 

Tile SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I \'/ill ans\\ er t11at question in 1ny own \V ay. 
It i. quite obYious that the sugar industry 
ll"•·ulate its O\Yn affairs. That industry ha•' 
~..1clinitelv erubarkod on a policy of rc~tric-
ion on ~account of the peculiar and particu
;r circL!n1stancE'·':l surrounding it. If the 

i<Jdll' trv hat! not cmbarkPd on that policy 
~7 \Youicl be cxt.inC't, and instead of baYing 
a Yirilc v·hitc populatio11 in the No~·th there 

o11lcl be 1uilitar~v caulps and mach1_ne gur~f.:. 
The "'ngar industry prc<;:ents an C'~lbrcly c~If~ 
ferent probl(-:>Jrl h·on1 tho."e. associated "\Vl_th 
l

1
J{' treneral policy of n·,o:,triGIOn. I say quite 

defmiteh· that we could not afford to asso
c1arc on-rselYes -with a policy of rcstricti?ll
lf \YC \YPrf' to do fO it would 1H~ a pohC'y 
r,f national suicide. Auqralia, whateYer tbc 

lllaY hol-d for her. is at the present 
di~tinctlv an agriculturnl country. 

There cannot be anY exnansion in secondary 
}J,dn~tries until therC. haS Leen an e:q1an-,ion 
ill p·imary industries. I hdieYe that thr.: 
\lllllc1('~ of ull Govcrun1cnt::: :-.honld l1e 111 the 
di,.cction of the adequate protection of all 
1li!:-tora1 antl agricultural endeavour, .and 
falling- in behind that there can be >econrlary 
dcYclopment. I do not belicYe tlu;t tlwre 
''ln be secondary deYclopmcnt unt1! there 
}w" been agricultural dcYelopn1fnt, and in 
1 efraining from doYelopjng agriculture you 
;ne a 1:-o refraining fron1 clevelopjng socon~lar.v 
indu:-\tries unl0ss, of course. you engage In a 
]mnitivc expedition, a poliC'v of rptaliatior.. 
which would sav in effect "England hae 
Y1·"'trieted our m"arket3. Therefore, because 
our purchasing power in England has. been 
restricted, we will build up secondary mdus
tries in this countrv to the extent of that 
l'C3triction." If thftt Vi"crc donP, is it not 
obvious that in the fi,nal analysis the posi
tion would be worse than the existing one? 
Is it not obvious that England, instead of 
achie,·ing her desire, would find herself still 
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handicapped in her pursuit of agri
and economic restoration? 

Mr- EDWARDS: So would we. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICT:LTT:RE · 
"ihat may or may not be eo, but I belicv~ 
that we would. 

Mr. KENNY: It is happening to-day. 

Thr: SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT;RE: 
I do wish that the hon. member for Cook 
would keep quiet. He has no knowledge of 
the equations that I am discussing. The 
position would be that Australia whether 
she desired or not, would be o'b!iged to 
embark upon a policy of retaliation and 
that would have a grave effect on both 
England and Australia, and a graver Bffect 
on the relationship of the two countries. 

J am particularly amused-if one may he 
amu,ed in respect of very serious questions 
of public import-about many matters that 

advocated by people in our State. I 
wish to refer to individuals, but there 

suggestions that Australia should 
again to embark upon a policy 

There has alreadv been some 
the matter. A pol(cy of migra-

can successful onlv if there is work 
the peoi_Jle. if they ca'n be satisfactorily 
cconomwally employed when they come 

J'-iobody wants to bring people from 
to feed them at the expenw of the 
of our State. That would be the 

of mad policies. We hear quite a 
talk about restriction of export, but 

does restriction of export mE'an? It 
the restriction of production, wrap it 
whatever chocolate coating you may, 

and restriction of production means that 
fewer people will be engaged in the pro-

of production than are engaged to-day. 
we were forced to agree to any policy 
r;,striction, how could Englan-d turn to 

us. and, through her ambassadors and repre
sentatives, suggest to us that we should 
co-operate in a policy of migration-which 
n1eans expansion~bearing in n1ind that agri
cultural expansion is the only expansion 

at the time and at the same 
use of our agricultural 

resc1uroes? two quostions present a 
that "an11ot be resolved. I believe 
the final adjustment England will 
recognise that a policy of restriction 

a effect upon her domestic 
policies and also a grave 

on Australia. Personallv I am 
opposed to restriction. I c~n see no 

Australia but a primary-producing 
because I believe that primary 

must be encouraged and must be 
and because I believe that our 

are better employed in agricultural 
pursurts than they are in graduating in the 
most VICIOus of all schools---the street 
corner-or being participants in the bountv 
of the Stato, equally demoralising-- · 

HCNCiJRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I believe these things I earnestly 

the policy of the Commonwealth 
and the policy of the Imperial 
w1ll he on all-fours with the 

Government, which means a 
expansion of agricultural endea

a vigorous development of all our 
a vigorous expansion of our popula

and a recognition of the fact that we 
can only survive by a vigorous progressive 

1934-2 M 

agricultural policy. If the day ever comes
I hope that it will not-that Australia is 
told that she must restrict her primary pro
duction. then I believe that dav will sound 
the death knell of the cordial" relationship 
that exists at the present time between Great 
Britain and the Commonwealth. To me 
restriction of primarv production appears 
to be unthinkable. • 

Mr. WrENHOLT : Then whv restrict the 
export of stud rams? · 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member has got on to quite another 
question. It is not involved in the matter 
we are dealing with, but I will deal with it 
if the Temporary Chairman permits me. 
The export of rams is entirelv under the 
control of the Commonwealth "Government. 
The Commonwealth Government rnviewed 
the position. \Vhat was it? Our pioneers, 
men of vision and thoug-ht-not fatheaded 
men-pioneered the sheep industry and built 
it up to its present greatness. They realised 
that adjustments and continual care wore 
necessary in order to evolYe that magniftcent 
type of merinos we now have, and to evolve 
a distinctive wool such as is found in no 
other p;nt of the world. They discovered 
m that process that onlv merinos could be 

in certain areas. " Over 150 years of 
effort, sometimes meeting with suc

cc~s, . sorne-tu11cs meeting with adversity, 
sometnnes encountering fire. flood and tem
pest, these pioneers proceeded to develop 
their industry and Bvolvc a type of sheep 
that could only be raised on the plains of 
Central Queensland and corresponding terri
tory in other parts of the Commonwealth. 
It is our heritage-a heritage handed down 
to us from our forefathers and fathers. It 
is a, heritage th&:t we are justified in pro
tecting·_ Then Jealousy ,entered into the 
industry, and other nat1onals looked at our 
60's, 64's, and 66's merinos and said "vVe 
can g-row these in our land." Th~y pro
ceeded to purchase not onlv our choicest 
meriros, but also to' obtain ou'r stLlll masters. 

did not rely on their own individual 
The people in these countries dis

covered t.hat there was a perpetual retro'
gresswn m wool counts over a number of 
years. _ For instance, a sheep going over 66 
when rt left Anstralia deteriorated in two 

thne years to 60's. I believe there were 
when Inerino~ deteriorated belovY 

60 count, actually as low as 56. So it 
obvious that they came to Australia 

Australia to bolster up an indus-
try that could not maintain themselves. 
In Yiew all those circumstances Australia 
was emin.ently justified in saying, ,',You have 
our stcck; we ha.-e evolvod our types; these 
types are the result of 150 years' work, and 
\\'8 are not prepared to give you, our most 
£ormrdable competitor, the result of our 
work." 

~Ir. SPARKES: The breeders did not sav 
that; the politicians said that. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTUHE · 
The people who were betraying the Austra~ 
lian wool industry by selling our sheep over
seas, and the would-be advisers of the Aus
trahan Government, were the men who were 
reaping material benefits for themselves. 
Ask the woolgro~ers to-day, not the men 
who we_re exportmg, but the men engaged 
w the mdustry for the production of wool. 
whether they. want the embargo raised or 
not. They wrll defimtely and emphatically 

Hon. F'. W. Bulcock.] 
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us that they do not desire the embargo 
Nor should it be lifted. 

The hon. member for Mirani raised a yery 
interesting point, and one which interests me 
as a western member as well as in my 
capacity as Secretary for Agriculture. The 
conservation of fodder is one of the most 
important questions that can be discussed in 
this Committee. We have discussed it for 
years. We have never, however, succeeded 
in interesting the farmer in any material 
degree in it. The question can reasonably 
be asked whether the farmer did not con-
serve fodder through neglect ignorance, 
or whether he regarded it as uneco-
nomic in the long run. 

Mr. EDWARDS: It is more difficult than 
you think. 

Mr. KE"fNY: What did I say about it? 

b· 
farm schools and farm training. 
n1ind, as one must) that agriculture is 

to the of a. 
must be most 

at a total loss to 
to anv scheme that plans the 
boys. · Hon. members opposite have criti-

the St. Lucia fann trajning 
know of no hon. member 

has visited St. Lucia. St. 
three miles from town, and we 

of hon. members opposite 
school and never having been 

the work that is being done. 
faith in the St. Lucia school 

and in the work being done there to extend 
a courteous invitatlon to any men1ber o£ 
the Opposition, including the most ardent 
opponent of boy training,· to come with me 
and sec the work that is being done. I 
am prepared to place every facility 
at disposal of hon. members, because I 
believe St. Lucia is doing work of very 
great importance. That school was estab
lished with the idea of training boys who 
had no other opportunity to learn the rudi
ments of agriculture. \Ve do not attempt 
to train boys in the higher branches of the 
calling, but we do not send a boy out to 
a farm until he can milk a cow, harness a 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

horse, and plough and harrow 
straight line. 

~l[r. EDWARDS: Why should 
that on a farm? 

at lea;~t ir,' a 

he learn 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCH.:E:: 
I shall tell the hon. member why sometimes 

are 
start. Thev have not time, 
or patience to train them. 
big volume of applications we are 
wrt them out and ask our officers to make 
inquiries as to the individual and the 
of farm and the salary the boy will 
and when the boy does go out we 
touch with him as far as possible. 
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here a voluminous file of letters from boys 
who were trained at St. Lucia. 

Mr. SPARKES : Do you think it could be 
justly said that a boy was sweated if he 
were being paid £2 a week ? 

Th•. SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If tue boy were getting £2 a week and 
h;s keep, and was not compelled to work 
the dock round, and was gi.ven proper 
time for recreation and proper meal times, 
I would say £2 a week and keep-if the 
hon. member means that--

Mr .. SPARKES : Of course. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I consider that would be an excellent wage 
for a boy, provided other things were equaL 

KENNY: How many hours do you 
would be a reasonable number for 

to he asked to work per day? 

'He SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The hon. member knows one cannot answer 
a question in relation to hours; and he is 
not going induce me to enter into an 
ar~·ument those lines. Hon. members, 
however, not think that I believe the 

going out to a farm getS'* £2 
average bo,v who goes out, if 

corresponding conditions, 
under starlight or corn

over meals and that sort of 
reasonabl.• humane treat-

of employer is 

SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
type of employer was the exception 

1mfortunately some of that type still 
We do not send boys from St. Lucia 

type of employer if we are aware 
characteristics. If hon. members will 

out, the will be found 
of 15s. a 

15s. a as the value 
amounts to 30s. a week. 

to pay. He gets up 
on the job and goes to bed on the job; 

is usually treated as a member of the 
family. The decent type of farmer 

are manv thonsands in the State 
at his own table and treats 

of his own familv if he is 
type lad. That is the usual 

I have had, and I belie.ve that 
general practice. 

Mr. SPARKES: Some GovNnmcnt members 
do think so. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGlUCULTURE: 
Hon. members are entitled to their .views. 

true I do know cases similar to thoso 
to by one hon. member, but I am 

not to say that one swallow makes a 
summer, and I am not going to disparage 
the farmer-who is a decent sort of 

there is a scallawag who 
farming. I mean the scallawag who 

whether it be boy' labour or 
It seems to me that the 

of the average farmer, a boy 
the equivalent of 30s. a week, not 

to dress elaborately, having to pay 
or tram fares, participating in the 

of the family, going to towr. 
frequently in the slacker periods, is 
advantageously circumstanced than is 

of the city. I believe that if parente 
realise their responsibilities in this 
and remember that sooner or later 

would have to part from their boys in 

order that the latter may seek employment, 
if they would realise the value of an insti 
tution such as that at St. Lucia where bovs 
are trained in the rudiments of agricultu~e 
and from which they are found jobs with 
suitable and satisfactory employers, they 
would be le" disinclined to send their boys 
mto rural pursuits. I would say to parents 
that the alternative to sending their bovs 
into rural pursuits is a life not consecrated 
to its full value in the cities of the Common
wealth. 

The hon. member for Cook made some 
to development of lands in the 
area. I wish he would come to 

and tell me where those lands arP 
found. I failed to discover them 
a week's sojourn in Cooktown. 

Mr. : I will do that. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I should be pleased to know. I was unable 
to find any real agricultural land. 

Mr. KE:o;:-;y: They took you out in a motor 
car. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

Mr. 
tell 
whilst 

a hero to travel by motor car on some 
roads I went over. 
KE:sNY: Will the hon. gentlecman 
something about the Kairi College 

is on this vote? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

I will tell the hon. member that later. I 
now~ desire to discuss a very important ques~ 
tion which has been ventilated on both sides 
of the Committee-margarine. 

Mr. It is a double day to-day. 
Y on are a marathon effort. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
hon. members discuss a vote for 

days surely they do not expect me to 
in hour : Of course, if the. hon. 

not want to know something 
margarine I am quite willing to 
from tolling him. 

Mr. IvlAHER: I am only admiring your 
effort ! 

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Margarine has been the subject of a very 
long debate in this Chamber. The hon. 
member for "\Vest JYioreton advocated the 
total prohibition of the manufacture or sale 
of margarine. During the last Government 
there was an opportunity for him to achieve 
that end, it was not taken and there 
must have reason why the late 

to agree to the request 
total suppression of the sale of 

that \\as then being made. Hon. 
must not confuse two issues. There 

are rnargarines and n1argarines. One 
rs the product of animal fat and is quite an 
excellent commodity. It contains vitamins 
and in fact is fairly palatable and a fairly 
good foodstuff. 

Mr. MAHER: It is in no wav comparable 
with butter. " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It is · way comparable with bntter, I 
will the food unit value of animal 

the food unit value of butter 
balanced, that is, if butter 

a lb. and good animal mar
a lb., 2 lb. of that. margarine 

equal in food value to 1 lb. of 
I have no quarrel with animal 

margarine. I believe it is essentiaL It 
makes a .-cry material contribution to the 

Hon. P. W. Bulcock.] 
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welfare of the cattle industry. We ship our 
fats overseas and receive a high price for 
them. The abattoirs obtain a very good 
income from the sale of animal fat suitable 
for conversion into margarine. I do not 
think anybody is hostile to animal mar
garine, and I certainly would never do any
thing that would impede that contribution 
that it makes to the wellbeing of the meat 
industry. The hon. member in effect asks 
me to chop off the head of the industry. 
How many times have the hon. member and 
other hon. members in this Parliament told 

? 

the should not interfere 
The fetish of hon. 

seems to be to sustain 
no matter what the 

after time 
has 
of 

AGRICT.::LTCRE: 
the pockets of the 

production of cotton. 
an expanding indus-

oil has a food value. 
suggest that 

source to the 
posi-

2\fr. MAHEE: The greatest good for the 
greatest number ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTT.::RE: 
'YYould the hon. member preach that doc
trine if he were representing a cotton consti
tuency? He shrugs his shoulders. Evidently 
geographical position determines politics in 
this Chamber and not the principle of the 
greatest good for the greatest number. Now 
!et me come to the final consideration, that 
of vegetable margarine manufactured by a 

[Hon. F. W. B~tlcock. 

precipitation from cocoanut oil. Ca,, we 
prevent that? Suppose that I 
duce legislation designed to . 
What is to prevent the factorres 
the manufacture of this type 
margarine from utilising their 
factories to supply Syaney 
Sydney factories to supply 
am that the hon. member 

92 of the Commonwealth 
which provides that there 

unrestricted trade between the various States 
of the Commonwealth. "\Ve could not dose 

borders margarine manufactured in 
South nor could New t'outh 
close to 

7\lr. KEX:\Y : How will you fix food 
value in the price? 

can 
the 

of 
of 

and, above all, the 
tains, and tbus influence 
bvour of butter and 
That would restore the 
butter trade, if any has been 
of margarine have not materially 
the sales of butter. If they have 
affected the sales of commodity, 
dripping. The sales of have main-
tained a fairly constant average. 

:VIr. MAHER: Do you think that any blend
ing of butter with margarine is going on? 
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Tl10 SECHETARY FOH AGHICuLTuRE: 
Tlw lJOn. member for \Vest Moreton was a 
mc·mber of a Government who bequeathed 
to In<> the ::VIargarine Act Amendment Act 
to administer. I have not proposed its 
repeal. The Act provides a penalty in the 
event of blending. I can assure- the hon. 
member that quite frequentl:y I press my 
button and send one of mv senior officers 
off to look round the margarine trade. It 
Hever knmvs \Yhcn we are descending on it. 
Our laboratory is continually making tests 
in an cndeaYour to confine 1uargarine to its 
legitimate channels and not allow it to usurp 
the place of butter. 

Mr. MAHER: ·would yon legislate to pre
Yf'nt rnargnrlnP from being rnannfaeturcd of 
a colour ~irnilar to the colour of butter·~ 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGRICULT1.TRE: 
That invoh·es another difficultv a difficnltv 
vchich the hon. member shoul~l· nndcr.,tanl 
It is not a question of colouraiion. 

.\t 4.15 p.m., 
~Ir. GLED:-'OX resumed the chair. 

The SECH.ETARY FOH AGHIC1JL 1THE: 
Let uw outline the l>rocess which t\\ o Ol' 

tlu·ec y0ar~ agv \vas not kno\Yll in the nuu
garjno trade. It is a recant cYolutioll. \YhPn 
rho ex-Secn'tar ,- for "\.griculturc nasscd his 
legislation this ~rncthod of r11aki1Jg in1argarinc 
IYi,thout c,:sein, that is, _without skin1n1ctl 
nnlk. was unkno\nL It w1ll be rcn1embered 
that· the hon. member for Cooroora inserted 
a clause in his Bill which prm·ided that 
skunrncd milk could be added in certain 
quantities. indic.1ting, at that tiniC'. that 
1tP had sou1c kno,Ylcdge of the nc\Y process 
rhat. was coming along. That ne\v process 
coHsists of t\YO u1aterials. Cettain oils are 
taken and treated in a retort, and instead 
of skiu1n1ed rnilk Lei11g U"-Cd certain other 
oils (which arc imported) arc used. These 
o1ls \Yi1~ hring about a precipitation, and in 
con•:ert1ng thF.:::.(' two cla::-:ses of oils a mar
garine of a ![Olden yellow colour is produced. 
Tl~at is a verv diffi~ult matter to deal with. 
The Cornmm;wealth liaYc taken counsel's 
opinion on the matter. Hon. members will 
recollect that at the Premier,' Conference 
the vcar beforP la~t I rnOY('<l a rf'solution on 
the 'linPs that the hon. member for \Vest 
::\loreton suggests-that margarine should be 
coloured distinctively. E1·cry State agreed to 
thi~ distinctive colouration of tnargarine. 
The matter was referred to the Common
"·ealth. which, through some process I do not 
prof, ''-' to understand, found some excise 
difficulbes in the way. The colouring of 
margarine is not artificiall.v obtained, and 
its colour is duo to a certain process of 
manufacture. That being eo. it was held 
that no action could follow. I understand 
that manv States in the Commonwealth are 
discussing this matter with the Common
;vcalth Government. J .. t the present time 
letters arc passing between the Common
wealth Government and myself. I do not 
kno,,· what the result of these ne!Totiations 
will be, but it is quite obvious that 'I cannot, 
anrl would not at this juncture, introduce 
legislation prohibiting the mauufacture of 
marga,·inc in Queensland and thus deprive 
~omc of our ncople engaged in the industry 
of work. That would also autornaticallv 
throw thP doors open to the manufacturer's 
in the South to send their margarine on to 
onr market. Th0 question is one bristling 
"ith difficulties and has to be considered 
cautiously. 

::\Jr. MAHER: Have you investigated the 
lc"al question whether we can prohibit the 
,a]., of margarine iv this State? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That cannot be -done. Th~e hon. member 
shonld look at the interpretation of section 
92 o'f the Commonwealth Constitution given 
in a recent judgment of the High Court 
which-goes rnnch further than the hon. mem
ber suspects. \Vhat it really does i., to 
affirm the bald principle of section 92 of 
the Constitution. that there shall be no 
re"triction of trade between tho various 
States of the Commonwealth. So far as the 
implication of the judgnwnt goes. actually 
quarantine restrictions haYe been questiOned 
in relation to that judgment. 

::Hr. J\TAEER: Could we not legislate that 
rnargarinc rnu~t lJOt be sold in coruperi~lon 

ith butter" 

The SF:CRET~\RY FOR AGHIC"CLTl"RE: 
T n the c.a~c of rnargtuinp, fron1 the So ut !~t•rn 
State', it is quite ob1·ious th~t we shonld b~ 
acting in r0straint of trade rf \YC leg1::;.lated 
in that V\n.v. and the person or firn1 :-:npply
ing the 111;'lrgarine lvould in1n1cdiatf'l.Y :;;cek 
an- in iu:nctlon against us. It is no good fo1~ 
uo; 1a~·mpn cndf'.a\·ouring to solYe this prob
lon1. ·I hcl\·c bad the n1ost cxpcriPnc:L·d coun
.~el in the Conunouwealth adYising rnc on 
the rnn_t-tr-r. ilnd 1 arn not prepared to ;;;:p,t 

rh0ir ad vie_, on 0110 side and s:1y thi:t I can 
"buck ·• the C<Jmmonwcalth Con,tit,_ltion, 
lKctusc t}Jat is ''"hat thP hon. mcnlh<•r i.s 
rPallv a.d~ir:g mC' to do. Koit}1el' he T
neith,cr this Pnrliaiuont nor our 
1 Jov:cr to do ~o. 

The J:nn. n1cmb:'r for Nanango n1acle- .:::omc 
ro£crenec to tlck control. That is being nnr~ 
'·tied stcuclilv and satisfactorib~, and tbcre is 
ne> n:tson to bcLiPYC tJ-,at the policy laid 
dmn1 is not giYing tho r<>ult that we rL •ire 

::\Ir. \\"rE:-:HOLT: HaYO you still gGt" that 
····n1Hh'rfnl tick council? 

The SECHETATIY FOR AGRICTLTT-RE: 
Doe-s th<1 hon. nJcn1bPr rnt1 an the ( :c~ .rnon· 
weolth Tick Council? 

~Jr. \Yn::THO~T: Ye~. 

The SECRET.-\RY FOR AGRICCLTuRF:: 
Yr~; I am not in any way assoeiai:Pd \Vith it. 

.i\Ir. \YrEXHOLT: It is worse than the .oan 
Council ! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTFRE: 
l _,houlcl not be prepared to say that. \Vhen 
certain tl1ings lJUpp01l and when the po;,:tion 
j.;;, roYPr8ed. that tick council will find rnoney 
for Quccnelrwd. and it may be worth while 
L('0ping a kindly eye on it for that pul"JlO"t'. 

The hon. member for \Yide Bav raised the 
question of the Yaluc of science~ in agricul
ture. I <~ntirely agree. and congratulate h~n1 
on his conYcrsion. The nwtter of nw1ze 
prlc.;:s ·which he r.aises is an cx..:ccding1y difllM 
cult one, and I think the hon. member for 
Cook and the hon. member for Fassifern 
would perhaps g-c t me out of a long intricate 
economic argument by saying that the law 
of supply and demand is the determining 
factor in that regard. 

The hon. rnembcr for Carnarvon and the 
hon. m'mber for ::\Iurrumba made referpnce 
it) the distribution of vetcrinarv surgeons, 
1 cmarking that it was not des,irable that 
they should be centred in Brisbane. The 
limitation imposed by number is the only 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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reason why they have been centred in Bris
bt• ne ever since there has been a Depart
ment of Agricl!lture. Recently, however, 
we have decentralised our Yeterinary sur
geons. having stationed one. in Toowoom\Ja, 
and in the near future we mtcnd to station 
one at Rockhampton and one at Townsville. 

I am a-lad that the hon. member for Mur
rumba has raised the question of budding 
trees and I shall rei~· on his loyalty when 
this question is raised, as it is being raised. 
I~ has been construed in the Southern States 
that I introduced this bud wood bcheme m 
order to exclude stocks from the South. 1 
know. as everv other hon. member inter
"'tcd ·in the fru'it industry knows, that stocks 
\Yore condemned in Queensland. I got sick 
:wcl tired of telling my officers to take pos
session of stocks; then the firms who had 
f onvardcd the stocks would protest, and, in 
order to satisfy my";lf, I would have the 
stocks brol!g;ht to Brisbane. At times I have 
sec n mv ollice littered with stocks that one 
would not plant, and it did become neces
sa n· to protect the grower. On the one 
hn~d. "·c knew the prices being charged for 
thc'e slocks did not indir·ate that they were 
~locks fro1Y1 selected tree~. In other '''orcls, 
urcr1.c ,irable stocks were being dumped here 
The mQn who embarks on the founding of 
Xlll urchard waits six or seven years before 
br• knows definitelv what trees he has. Think 
of tiiC unscrupulOus nurseryn1en who would 
enKlcnln an unfortunrtc rr1an to six or seven 
years of inceseant toil, only to find at the 
<>mi of that time that he had been sold treec 
thal had not been blldclecl from a free
hr•arir:g prolific forobcH. Tla•se consequences 
\n•u· experienced in n1any in3Ltnccs through
out Queensland. 

\\~c have to prote-ct. our fl'uitgro·wers. TcJ 

)ll'Otcct our fruit culture :\Jr. Barnes evolved 
H o;_-ht :ne and to hin1 rniiSt be given the 
cn'dit for enunciating tl1c lll03t advanced 
Lndding ;.;chcrne in existence in Australia. 
1 SPllt :\Ir. Barnes to the other States to tell 
t!Jem what thcv wanted to know. At a latPr 
date· the }lin~stcrs for Agriculture in the 
o~ !v r States raised the question in confer
Cllce and 1 again had to tell them myself 
what 1 he position v, a~. Our ~che1no does 
not ai1n at the exclu~ion of satisfactory 
Hocks from the South. but it does aim at 
the· preservation of the standard we are 
Brtling in Queensland~ and we cannot .agTE'f~ 
to depart from that standard at the behest 
of merchants and others in the Southern cities 
of the r'ommonwoalth. I think that is the 
position and I hope the hon. member will 
sta11d behind the scheme and point out to 
those- people that this scheme is one that 
proc•ably moans the presrr,-ation of man,v 
of o~u citrus producers in our State. 

~1 r. :'\ ICKLIN interjected. 

Th SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The fruilgrowers are realising it now. 'The 
fmitgTmYcl's are not opposed to it when they 
know what it means. \'I' hen I first intro .. 
cl need the scheme. the Director of Fruir 
Culture on many occasions carne to rny roorn 
al1cl discussed the matter with me and ho 
was a hit doubtful about the reception it 
was getting and would get. That indicates 
the Yalue of the educative process and the 
progress that can be made in an advocacy 
of something that is essentially worth while 
in !he primary industries of our State. 

The hon. member also raised the question 
of t ],e Mandarin Growers Relief Bill passed 

1 Hon. lt'. W. Bulcock. 

in the Federal Parliament. I was sufficient! v 
i nercsted to send for a copy of the Act 
refNr<'d to. It is the shortest I have seen. 
I wish this Chamber passed measures like 
it. The governing condition is that Queens
land !!cts £935 as against £8,515 for :Kew 
South~ Wales. and vVestern Australia gets 
£126! The 'clause upon which we depend 
fur distribution is as follows:-

"Anv money granted to a State under 
this Act shall be so granted upon condi
tion that it is applied by the State for 
the benefit and assistance of growers of 
1uandarins.'' 

That is a very broad charter. I shou!d be 
hap[ly if the hon. member would d1sc_uss 
the matter with me in my office. I thmk 
it is a ycrv small sum but it may reason
abh· be used in a desirable direction. The 
hol;'. 1ncn1be?r's suggestion as to the way Ill 
which it mav be used is perhaps not the 
best. A bot'inty has been made neeessary 
owino· to excess production. They are talk
ing ,;:'bout dc,troying the trees in the South. 
Does the hon. member suggest we should 
use the morwy, which I believe has been 
made available to assist the people who do 
nut get a satisfactory income, so that at 
f.On1P future time they may have a satiS
facron- income? The question I ·would 
lwYe ~to raise 1vith the ConnnoHvvealth 
Uon:'rrnnent vyou1d bo in regard to vd1ether 
thi.s monev is to be used for some prospec
tiYc achic",·ement or whether it was to be 
Jhccl for the immediate alleyiation of cases 
of distress. 

Mr. :\JCKLix: The position of the man-
d~lrin crro\IVtT in the Southern States 1;:; 
different from his fellow in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is a matter I will discuss with the 
Connnonwcalth Government. 

The hon. member for Hamilton raised the 
qu0stion. atnongst ot~ers. of the rostrictiol~ 
of bonntics. He smd the peanut growero 
were 'atisllcrl with the protection they were 
getting. On the other hand I rccal_l "·hat 
the h<m. member for Rockhampton sa1d, and 
I agrPe that they arc not satiofied with the 
protection they are gettmg. I can quote 
in~tances of \Yhcre pt. :tnuts have been 
dun~ped on ·wharves in the Yarious capit:-tl 
ciric:" in the Comn1onwcalth at £12 5s. a 
ton, which means less than ~d. a lb. to the 
unfortunate Chinese growers. Our gro,vcrs 
finrl it mc'-t difficult to compete with these 
importations, and the preYention of dumping 
is obviously necessary. 

:\Tr. EnwARDS: You should be fair and 
ac1mit. as the hon. member for Rockhamp· 
ton admitted, !hat rnueh of those peanuts 
\\'Pl'P brought in by the Peanut Board. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am prepared to admit that. I admitted 
that b,- wav of interjection to the hon. 
membe;, for ·Hamilton. I will tell the Com
mittee the facts. At m:: suggestion the 
PPanut Board asked that they should control 
tire importation of peanuts .. In the_ earl::, 
~tagPs it did {'Ontrol the unportat1on ~r 
ncannts. hut something went agley and 1t 
clid not continue to exercise that control. 

}fr. KExxY: It asked for the importation. 

Th .. • SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It asked for the importation of 200 tons. 

The final question that I desire to deal 
\Yith is that which was raised repeatedly 
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duriug this debate. Our progress in the 
chilled beef industry is going to be limited 
by the Imperial Government. There is no 
doubt that thero is an atmosphere of uncer
tainty in the minds of cattle growers at 
the preser;t t1me. That can be seen every
where. \\ e know we shall be able to have 
continuity of supplies. We do not require 
nsrtors to tplJ us that we can get continuity 
of supplies--that is obvious-but cattle
growers generally at the present juncture 
ar0 not pt·epared to acquire the stock that 
wil_l give us this continuity of supplies. the 
qu1ck m~tnnng of ~he early yearling carc~tss, 
and unt1l we recerve a definite pronounce
ment we are hand1capped in that direction. 
I think some tribute should be paid to the 
people who pioneered this industrv. At 
one tin1c it ''Tas a n1ere Yision. Lai::cr \YC 
"·ere told W<' could not do it. Continuonslv 
it was said that it could not be done. Drs. 
White and Vickerv wore detailed to do 
special research work. and after a number 
of inv0stige.tions thev finallv decided that 
it could be d0nc. it is being ;lone, and 
o11l~7 this rno1 nlng I rcceiYcd a report on 
tlw last shipment, that reached Lonrlon, and 
that report imlicales that lhe meat sold at 
prices cornpn rable 'i.Yith Ar(rcntine and 
Brazilian prices. It is a v;n· excel!0nt 
tribute to our Australian people; vvho haYe 
lwcn engaged in this rcscarcl1 work. i.1wt 
tlH'y WC'l'e ablP to evolYo this proct.:::;s. vd1cn 
other COUlJtrics, see-ing the failure of frozen 
meat, have 0v-acuaterl the citadel anrl left 
us to our own resource::=. \Ye 1JaYP to c1 .v 
pioneered an industr:;~ thnt i.3 \vorthy of con~ 
sidcration. That industrv in .. A nstralia is 
associ~ted \Yith espcrin1P1~tnl \YOrk in stock 
fccd_ing and in fact \Yith cYcr:· phase of 
agnculturc; from the time the calf is 
dropped in the Gulf countn tiil it is 
brought to the pacturcs lwre for fattening 
rnrposos. pn.c.:-,p~ to thr- abattoir and ~o tO 
the foreign co1Jsun1rr. "\Ye l1avc g-iven s.pPcial 
attention, in association "-ith the abattoirs 
nwnagen1er:i.., to ihis quc·"tion. 

::\[r. EDWARDS: Yet you condemned it. 

The P,ECRETAHY FOR AGRICTL1TRE: 
n0ver condcn1ned that. 
:Vlr. EDWARDS: Of course '. ou did. Head 

your speech. · 

The SECHETARY FOR AGHICCLT"CHE: 
The hon. member says I condemned it. That 
seems to be v-ery "pecious. \Vill the hon. 
tnernbcr tnrn up n1y condemnation? Let 
me recall to mind what I did do in reo-anl 
to these abattoirs. I think if I vv-ere '::on
ironted with the same position to-day I 
~hou1d rnakc exact1v the san1c ren1arks 'alld 
east rny votn in preCise}~, the san1C' dlrc-ction. 
LP! us nor-all what I did snv-. I said, in 
the first place, that I helievec!' that abattoirs 
should be a municipal undertakim;. I saitl 
I believed in the establishment of abattoirs 
in the way that abattoirs w<'re pstablishcd 
in other big cities of the world, under muni
cipal control. I visualised this-that vv-e 
pledged the credit ~f the State to acquire 
those abattoirs. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEMBER : In the interests of 
the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTTRE: 
The hon. member savs "in the interests of 
the ~tate." Allow ··me to put the other 
Pquatwn. Suppose tho abattoirs were a 
failure-there were people in the State vv-ho 
would never oat meat treated in the abattoirs 
-vns it not, therefore, obvious that a charge 

vv-as being inflicted on people who would 
gain no benefit from it? And I believe 
that the people who gain a benefit from a 
thing should make a contribution to it. 

Mr. KENNY: Do they not? 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICL.:LTD\E: 
Therefore, I still maintain that the abattoirs 
should have been a municipal enterprise, 
but I am not narrow-minded enough to 
refuse to give credit to the abattoir' for 
the v-ery excdlent vv-ork they hav-e doHc. I 
say, and I have said in public, that the 
abattoirs made the most material contribu
tion to the wellbeing of lhe meat industry 
of Queensland of any single unit of orgJ.nisa
tion that has f-'YL'l' functioned in Queon~lnnd, 
hut thcv would haY<' 111adc that contribution 
had they been on a municipal basis instead 
of on the basi~ on \Yhirh they arc at the 
presc·nt time. 

Mr. KENNY: ::\o, tlwy would not. 

The SECRETAHY FOR ~\GHICl:LTl-TU:: 
v\·oulcl they not function in precisely the 
same wa, " .And thP undue risk inAincd 
nn. the people would haYe been ayc,itled. 
The da v is not YPl'Y far distant \V hen dain1s 
for otl1cr ;tbattoirs'' ill bo put fo, ward and 
vw shall ha vc to consider the quec·tion clc 
11ovo. Hon. lllPtnUcrs k110WJ and hav~ ah~. ays 
knovvn, in snltf' of \Yba t thev n1a ,- ~·,aY to 
the contrary, that my opposition' to· the 
<-l Laitolrs \Vas not opllosition to aQattoir . .;; as 
abattoir3: but wn.' an oppo~itio11 to the finan
cial policy that thP Go\·crnruent adopted fo1· 
the acquisition of these works. ::\ow. I 
would ask t-h0 hon. 1ne1nLer w}JO intcrjt<ctcd 
to turn U.J) n1,v speeches in '' IIansarrl ·· on 
this que •,tion. 

:\Jr. :\IAXWELL: The ]lOlicy outline•1 was 
for thP continuance of a supply of me<'t free 
fr~1n dis.e 01~0. 

The SECHETAH.Y FOH "\GRICI...'LTFHE: 
That 1s true. aud tlwt is thc'ir justification 
from n1y \-ic,Ypoint. The main fuEctiou of 
abattoirs i~ to S.l'f'ure an adequate cli~'"" nsc
frN' mcnt supply. That is wh:: I ;cdvocated 
the t~Lthlishnu_nt of abattoirs long before 
they were acquired by the 3-.foore G'oyern
HlPnt. 

There is just ono other CJlle',tion that I 
_..;hou'd like to touch upon, aud I arn f'orry 
tiwt the hon. nwi1Jber fm· Da:bv i· not in 
the Chamber just at the moment: He 'nade 
reference to two or three bulls that were 
irnportcd and died at .. Yeerongpilly. fie also 
said that the pn·.•cnt management vv-as less 
C'fficient thau thP p.ast 1nanagemcnt. 

l\Ir. l\looRE: \Ye arc not allowed to dis
cw•s that. 

The SECHKL\RY FOR. AGRIC"l..."LTURE: 
I think it is nnfalr that a statement i11 

condemnation of one of mv valued oflicers 
,hould go out to the people of the State 
vYitbout mv being giv-en an opportunity to 
state the fact~. I do not ask for an oppor
tunity to discuss the n1atter. This man is 
a v-ol".- valued oflicer of mine, a man who 
is doing nry good work in this State. The 
hon. member for Dalbv sai.d that the cattle 
mortality had increased very considerably 
during the time that this person. Mr. Hudd, 
was in charge. I rang up Mr. Rudd, and 
aoked him to give me the mortality figures 
for the final year under Mr. Pound's control. 

The TEYIPORAHY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The :\finister will not be in order in dis
cussing that matter on this vote. It can be 
dealt with on another vote. 

Hon. F. lT. Bulcock,] 
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I am sorry that I am not allowed to dis
cuss the matter. I do not wish to challenge 
vour ruling, Mr. King, but it is unfor
tunate that the hon. member for Dalby 
should be prepared to make statements in 
this Chamber that disparage the work of 
this valued officer. I have in the file in 
my hand a complete answer to all the state
ments that he made. 

:.VIr. MOORE: Can you understand why he 
reported that the bull was doing well after 
it had been dead for two days? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Who did that? 

:\1r. MooRE: Your officer. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is not so. 

:\Jr. MooRE: That is so. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That is not so, and the hon. member knows 
that it is not so. I have with me all the 
rPports on the matter. and that report does 
Ilf;L appear on the file. If the bull was 
reported as doing very WE'll two days after 
it was dead--

:'llr. SPARKES: It was dead two days before. 
(Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
]f it was reported as doing very well two 
da\S before it was dead, then it probably 
wa's doing very well two days before. 

?\1r. SPARKES: Do you know that the insur
ance con1panics will not insure the bulls 
there now? 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR ~\GRIUCLTURE: 
lf I were permitted I could tell the hon. 
member the rotten storv that lies behind 
tbar, and the coerciou on the part of COl'· 

tain people who cndeaYourcd to induce me 
to do somethiug that wa,; wrong. 

).Jr. SPAHKES: GiYc n1e a chance--

ThP SECRETAHY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
l "ill give the hon. member a chance, am! 
I \\'ill also tell him that certain people 
wanted me to do something that was 
inlJll'Ollcr and wrong, and that was the whole 
clifhctdy. 

:\Ir. SPAHKES : They \Yon' i take the risk. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGIUCl)LTGRE: 
If 1 cannot discu:"s it, thcu I cannot discu5s 
it. 

The TE:\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I l'annot permit the debate to .deYelop into 
a dialogue. Hon. members are becoming 
nlt< gethcr too unruly. I have already ruled 
that the matter cannot be discussed on this 
vote, and any interjections concerning the 
subject are also out of order. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I Yery much appreciate the high opinions 
that have been Pxpressed by hon. members 
concerning the otlicers of my department. 
I <'xprc" the hope that the department will 
continue to function in the wa v that it has 
£unrtioned-- · 

}lr. SPARKES: Then God help the cattle
nlen! 

The SECRET AllY FOR AGR1CUL'lTRE: 
And that it will continue to make the excel
lent contributions that it is making to the 
m·lfare of the agriculturists of this State. 

HmiOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

Mr. SWAYJ\'E (11firani) [4.40 p.m.]: Mr. 
G:edson--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

J\Ir. SWAYNE: Mr. Gledson, I inquired 
of your predecessor in the chair what time 
I had left, and he said that I had eight 
ntinutes to go. 

Tbe TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member has exhausted his time, 
according to the time record book. 

Item (Department of Agriculture-Chief 
Office) agreed to. 

CHEl\IICAL LABORATORY. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(liou. F. \V. Bulcock, Barcoo) [4.41 p.m.]: 
I move-

" That £5,847 be granted for 
' Chemical Laboratory.' " 

The amount asked for this year is £504 in 
cxce.~s of the appropriation last year, the 
wbole of the increase being on account of 
~alarics. 

.:\Ir. WALKER (Cooroora) [4.42 p.m.]: 
Then: is one point in connection with the 
('bcmical Laboratory, I should like made 
plain. I do not know whether there is any 
co-ordination between the soil surveyor who 
"ao appointed some years ago and the Chemi· 
cal Laboratory. The soil surveyor was 
appointed by the late Government through 
ihe \Yaite Institute. At that time we thought 
a ~oil surrey 'vas a very good proposition, 
particu!arlv in connection ,,-ith soils that 
had bcconie more or less used. W c also 
l'ecognisecl t.hat a soil surveym• should be 
able to report from time to time through 
the '' Queensland Agricultnral Journal" 
npon IlL''" land, in order to let farmers 
know what this lan.d could grow. It was 
aleo thought tbat the soil sunoyor could be 
utilimd bv fartners who had doubts as to 
ll1e possib.ilities of their soils for production 
of r1~rtain crop';. Is there any co-ordination 
between that departmental officer and the 
('J,cmical Laboratory, whereby assays and 
analyses of Yarious soils can be n1arle ·with 
a Yiow to seeing exactly what can be done 
with them·: I do not know .,·hether the idea 
i.; ,, practical 011c or not, but I believe it 
would lw" considering that the department 
ha,:; greater accornn1odation. 'I'he chen1ical 
hram·h. c.<pecially i11 the early clays, was 
cramped for room. The >York of that branch 
requires elose attention not only in the day
time. hut also at night-time. in order to 
ensurr· ihat certain methods are continued. 
The Chemical Laboratory is under a very 
able officer, and the Minister might inform 
me whether these services to the farmer 
can be carried out, and at what cost.. Is 
it po.isihle that these services can be obtamecl 
ali1w;t free? At the present time the farme1:s 
arc doing an enormous a,mount of expen
n:ental work of their e»vn. and cannot afford 
lo pav £1 ls. or £2 2s. for soil analyses. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Iron. F. \V. Bulcock, Barcoo) [4.45 p.m.]: 
Tv~'O officer~· are engag"ed in the soil suryey 
work-Mr. King. to whom the hon. member 
has referred. and Mr. Carter. Both these 
officers arc now engaged in soil survey work. 
a large proportion of the. chemical side. of 
l hat work be in~ done m the Chcm10al 
Laboratory. Brisbane. Mr. King has been 
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stationed at Bundaberg for some time, and 
a fair share of his soil analvsis is done in 
the laboratorv at Bundaberg. This work 
does not enta.il anv cost to the farmer and 
there is close co-ordination between the 
Chemical Laboratorv and the other officers 
of the department. • 

:\Ir. NICKLI"f (Murrumba) [4.46 p.m.]: 
The methods of testing lime-sulphur spray 
b~- the department is not one that shows the 
true nfficacy of the spray. The year before 
last considerable difficulty was experienced 
by orchardists in my distJict because the 
departmental tests gave one result, and the 
practical tests showed that the spray inYolvcd 
was of no value whatever. I suggest that 
instead of testing the lime-sulphur spray on 
the Baume principle the percentage of sul
phur in it be utilised as the standard. With 
the Baumc test salt can casilv be used to 
increase the gravity of the sr1ray solution, 
"hl'rPas if the sulphur content were made 
the standard the growers would be assured 
that thP spray they used would do the job 
ell'cctiYely. 

Item (Chemical Laboratory) agreed to. 

COTTOX INDUSTRY. 

Tlte SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE 
(Hon. F. \V. Bulcock, Barcoo): I moYe-

" That £8,472 be granted for ' Cotton 
Industry.' " 

:\Ir. FOLEY (Xormanby) [4.47 p.m.]: I 
wi'h to take the opportunity on this Yotc 
to pay a compliment to the officers in charge 
of this eub-clepartment. The amount of work, 
particularly fiel-d work, performed by these 
officPrs no doubt tends to increase the re
muneration of the cotton-grower in the 
future. Although I haYe not visited the 
Bilocla Experim-ental Station, I have heard 
YPry pleasing reports of the authorities in 
charge and have also read some rather 
interesting reports of farmers who have 
visited that research station and taken advan
thge of the advice given by the managen1ent, 
not only in regard to cotton culture but also 
in reference to the cultiYation of grasses 
Hritable for that district. 

The cotton industry, particularly in the 
Dawsou Valley, Callide Valley, and Burnett 
districts, has assumed Yery large proportions, 
and. notwithstanding the setback it receive,] 
as a result of a succession of bad seasons, 
which tested the average farmer almost to 
the limit of his patience, the industry has 
come to sta,· in those districts. Assistance 
is being rcnclerccl by the Government in the 
fonn of farrnf'rs' relief. and there is 110 

question that with one -or two favourable 
~easons, plus the assistance that is being 
rendered bY the Director of Cotton Culture 
am! his field officers, considerable benefit 
,,-ill be achieved. 1\ew Yarieties of cotton 
lwYe been introduced. It is most interesting 
tn read the articles contribute.d bv the 
Director of Cotton Culture. Mr. \Veils. 
pnb!ished in the " Central Telegraph." 
which circulates in the Callido Valkv. Xo 
doubt similar information is circulating in 
the Da wson V alley and Burnett districts. 
Certain it is that if these articles are studied 
]1y the average farmer they will go a long 
wa_; towards helping him to become more 
snccessful in the cultivation of cotton in 
future. 

T ha.-e alreaclv mentioned the difficulties 
of the cotton-gr~wcr, but no doubt as time 

goes on, with some assistance from the 
Commonwealth authorities in regard to 
imported yarns that compote with Queens
land cotton products, the industry will 
hecomo stabilised. I have no desire to 
raise the political issue 'Jll this matter, 
which is one of immense importance to 
Queensland and particularly to those who 
have expen'ded all their savings and a con
siderable amount of labour in developing 
the industry, but it is a hardship on these 
pPople that the Commonwealth Go~ernment 
slJOuld have tinkered with the pohcy wstt
tLrtcrl bv the Scullin GoYernment, which had 
the effect of practically guaranteeing a price 
to the whole of the cotton crop of Queens
land. The interference with the Scullin 
Government's policy in this matter cre~ttecl 
a pauic in the cotton areasl and under_m1ned 
the confidence of those who were trymg to 
deYelop the industry successfully. 

To-day we haYc (o export much of our 
f'Otton OYer:--;cas, vYhercas previously we had 
a def-inite gna1·anteL' of a price per lb. for 
'aw cotton that was profitable to the farmer 
and enabled hin1 to pa:v a satisfactory \vage 
to the cotton-picker. Immediately the new 
policy was laid down bv the Lyons Govcrn
rrwnt what do we find·! Confidence uncler
rnined and panic reigning in the cotton~ 
,!£l"OWing districts, and it was not until con
.oiderable ar,itation was raised by the cotton
growers thomse!Yes that some modification 
;,[ that policy took place, resulting in a 
little improvement in conditions. Even 
to-day the prict: the aYerage cotton-grovvei~ is 
rcceiYing ihro11gh the Cotton Board is not 
Pquivnlent to what he was receiYillg as a 
remit of the policy adopted b;;' the Scullin 
Uovermnent. It is to be hoped that the 
authorities will take a more sympathetic 
Yiew and give consideration to the stabilis
ing of this industry, or, at least, a~sist it 
to such an extent as will allow the farmers 
tl1e stable price of somewhere about 5cl. a lb. 
for raw seed cotton, and thus enablP them 
ru giYe the workers engaged in that indus
try fair rmnuncration in addltiDn to enjoy
ing son1e d~greo of security then1se1Yc>. To 
a certain extent it \vould be a forn1 Df sub
sidv; but we are SLlbsiclising many other 
industrie5<, and have done so preYlousl.v. in 
order to enable them to get on their feet, 
and the least ,,-e can do is to assist this 
tndustry to become well established. Take 
the Callide Yalley area as an illustration. 
In that district the settlers had not a fair 
opportunity to become established. The low 
rricc, combined ''"ith bad seasons. meant pri
Yation, not only to the farmers and their 
d1ildren, but e.-eryone concerned in the 
industry. I feel confident that ''"ith sYmpa· 
thctic consideration by the Federal authori
ties, combined with the splendid work that 
i.s being clone by the men in charge of the 
cleYclopment of the cotton industrv in this 
State under the Department of Agriculture, 
\Ye shall haye yery little to fear in regard 
to this industry in the future. 

:\Ir. WILLIA:YIS (Port Curti-') [4.58 p.m.l: 
The hm1. member for Gympic, ,-hen speak
ing on the Chief Office Yote, remarked that 
the lndustry was not progressing as one 
would like to see it progress. The hon. 
1110n1bPr i::; apparently not a\Yare of the 
actual facts. because the industrv is an 
expanding one. \Vhen speaking on the Chief 
()fiiee vote I mentioned the fact that the 
output of cotton at the close of the present 
season was likely to be in the vicinity of 

1Ji1'. Williams.] 



1098 Supply. ASSElVIBL Y.] Supply. 

20. C·jQ bales, representing a return to the 
,rru ,,·er and those associated with the bv
products of that industry of something like 
£6Q.J,OOO. Those f1gures are slightly astray. 
I understand the output is likely to be sorne
'vhcn near 18,000 bales, and the value will 
thus be lower than the amount I stated. 
The prospects in th_o cotton industry this 
S<'a,on are much" brrghter than they have 
iH•c•n of recent years. 1J p to the present the 
ar:plic 1.tions for seed compare favourably 
wtth those received at this time last sea,on. 
\ quantity of seed suflieient to grow 72,000 
acre'·· 'vas applwd for last year. 

On looking at the vote I find the field 
"''ictants have been reduced bv two and 
thP iHsLruct,ors in C'otton ctdturC inc1:eased 
hv <me. I should like to see the staff 
incr,•asc J as much as possible in that sphere 
of O}•crations, in the interests of the indus-
1 c-y. particularly in view of the fact that 
rhe pro3pects during tlu:> coruiug· season .ar(' 
·'·• bright. An extn1 field expert to advise 
I hP cotton·gTowers in the State might be 
helpful. 

I -lwuld like also to sec the term of the 
rl'lief grant extended. It should be longer 
than twelve months. At the present time 
the grant bas to be returned at the end 
of hwlve months, and an extension of time 
woulc! ·be of gr<>nt assistance to the grower 
hir11.-:olf and tP his creditor!". on \vhorrr he 
has to rely during the period that the crop 
is growing. I agree with the vic\vs put for~ 
"·.arc! by the hon. memb0r for Norrnanbv. 
1Yhos0 electorate adjoins rniue. Our districtS 
ar<' the ones in which most of the cotton is 
grown. The authorities concerned rnight 
reasonably bo expected to g:iYe as much 
as.,Jetance as possible so that the industrv 
could be stabilised and the growers placed 
on a better footing than thcv arc at the 
present time. · 

?llr. I\:1<:::-.J:\"Y ((!oo!.) [5.2 p.m.]: I was 
vcr.': interef'ted io hear the rcruarks of tho 
ho11. rnernber for Port Curbs. I ref'ognise 
the cotton industry ha:-; 1l future j n Queens~ 
land. ·when speaking on the Chief Office 
YOU' I suggested th:it cxpcrirncntal work 
'hould be undertaken in the Marceba dis
trict with the vie,v to finding another crop 
ihat could be grown in conjunction vvith 
tnLrrcco. The ::.linist<:'r has 11ot replied to 
ruy suggc:;;tion, and therefore I a,gain draw 
attention to ihe matter. I realise that if 
that part of Que.enslaml i-- to b•" deYeloprd 
ai!o,r1H'l' primary industry rnust be deYcloped 
Will! tobacco growing-. Cotton appears to 
nH• to be a fitting subject for experimenta
tion in that district. I consider that tho 
hon. Illctnber for l'ort Cnrtis put forward 
smue very good suggestions~ bnt I de~ire 
to add anoth('r--tho abolition of the rural 
il\\ard in the cotton im1ustrv. I do not for 
?JH' 111stant <:onsider .th~,t thf, an·ard_ operat
lDf:l. to-day Is £unctiorHng in the Interests 
ol t lie cotton g-rower, and I would certainlY 
abo:i,h that a'vard. If ,,-e want to develop 
onr yonng industries we haYo to protect the 
pcc•plo in those industries. The cotton indus
tJT ;, one that can be developed. but it 
will eertainl y not progress under the rural 
av arrl at present operating. I should have 
hkl'd the hon. member for Port Cm·tis to 
make that suggestion, because I realise it 
is one of the m?st vital things operating 
to-clay to the detrrment of the cotton grower. 
I. should also li.ke the Minister to express 
Ins views on this phase of the question. I 
understand that many people would grow 
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cotton in many p&rts of the State if they 
were aS'urccl they would not be brought 
under the rural award operating in that 
industry-the harvesting award. 

Tlw TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order: 
The· hon. Ineinber is not in order in discuss· 
ing induAtrial awards under this vote. 

:\h. KENKY: Mr. Gledson, I recognise 
the industrial award does not cDme under 
lltio vote, but the cotton growers have to 
put up with the award, and while we arc 
,eeking to cle,·elop cotton in this State and 
an award is operating in the districts 
affpcted b>· that industry I think I am justi
flC'd in pointing- it out to the Minister. I 
should like to have the viewpoint of the 
Minister on the effect of the award in this 
industry. If the Minister can say quite 
clefiniteh· that the award will not be con
tinued for ever or for a long period, then 
we could hold out encouragement to the 
people to go ahead. 

The TK\1POR) .. RY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
That matter comes under the vote for the 
Department of Labour and Industry. The 
E-t inu1tes of that department will supply 
an opportunity for the hon. member to dis
cuss it. 

Mr. KENKY: I take it that if I am 
allowed to talk on the cotton industry any
thing detrimental to that industry may be 
discu:-;,;:(1 d. HowcYer, I have raised my point, 
and I do not wish to come in conflict with 
your ruling, and I realise the Minister 
k!to\\s exactly what I mean, and the informa
tion I desire. , 

}Ii-. \YALKER (Coor-oora) [5.5 p.m.]: In 
CJllllection with cotton growing, I would 
pornt out that so1ne years ago, when the 
Scu1liu Govennnent ·were in power. I a:3 
Secretary for Agriculture, with Mr. \Vebster. 
titc pn'.sent 1nanagcr of the Quccusland 
Cotton Board. negotiated with the Common
v::ealth l;-oycrnment and a bountv sY~tenl 
\;a-. established. For the bene/it' of -tho.S<• 
ho11. 111cmbers who spoke on this s\·st(~tn I 
should like to say that the agreen1ent en
tl'red into espires during the present year. 
The cotton grO\\'er has neYer been ou a 
hettot· footing than at the present time. Con
sidering the hardships encountered by the 

ers in the Callide V allev and 
ho\\·eyer, I think that "' little 

might bo extended to the 
growers. I am sure that the people of 
Australia would not object to payiug an 
t•~dra 6d. 8 shirt or any other gan11ent so 
a·, to as~ist thcrn to establish a Yirilc pJpula
tiolt in Yariou~ parts of the State. It is 
onh· fair to point out that at the present 
tirne the cotton growers arc enjoying a 
1" ondcrfnl season, the bt "t se'lson thev ha Yr~ 
n:pc-rienced for a number of years. ai1d that 
the:: a re also rea )ling the beneiit of the 
( ..::onon1ic3 following upon the acquisition of 
tlw ~·iurwrie;;; by th0 Cotton Board during 
rbc rc~·im0 of the :\1ooro Govcrnnwnt. Ir 
is cni:--> fair also to point out that the net 
Jll'iL • to the l'l'owcr has perhaps boon in
crca-;ed bv UH- rnanufacture of such bv
procluct . .;; a~ ·cr)tton >;CE~d rneal and cottOn 
seed oil. I am satisfied that the net return 
to the g-rower would be reduced if these 
sccondar~· industries ceased to operate. 

Dc;rin" my ti:ne as Secretary for Agricul
tun' I had to rely upon the advice of my 
officers regarding the varieties of cotton 
suitable for production in this State. I 
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am not umnindful of the fact that the-e 
varieties were subject to very severe test-s, 
and that e\·cn after the use of sulphuric acid 
it was possible for certain plant diseases 
to bu introduced. I should like to know 
from the Minister if any diseases haYe been 
introduced with the new staple variety. 
Of course I realise that diseases will break 
out from time to time and that it is the 
duty of the department to isolate them. 
There i, a great differenc(· of opinion 
between the growers and the officers of the 
department as to whether the shorter staple 
should be produced. I should like to know 
the result of the tests so far carried out and 
in particular whether the Durango t;,·pe is 
still the fashionable type. 

I notice that the staff has been reduced bY 
one officer. If my memory serves me righ.t 
I belio;-e that during my time a pathologist 
was appointed to assist the growers to com
bat yarious plant diseases and I feel bound 
to state that the work carried out at the 
expcrinH~nt farm at Bllo0la 'vas carried out 
in an excellent manner. I am satisfied that 
from the point of Yiew of eleanliness. ec<l>nomy, 
and effieient supervision this farm could not 
be equalled by any other farm in the State. 
The work that has been carried out has 
been of considcrahle benefit to the cotton 
industry. I should like to know from t.he 
::\1inister what has been the result of the 
experiment. and in particular whether any 
dangerous diseases have been introduced 
with new types. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [5.9 p.m.]: 
The experiment work suggested by the hon. 
member for Cook in the J\fareeba and Dim
bulah areas has been in operation for the 
past twelve months and an extensiye series 
of new trials has been arranged fOJ· this 
~-car. vVe do intend to pursue a Yigorous 
polir.v of cotton experimental work in the 
areas in which thE' hon. member is interested. 
Ho knows as >vel! as I do that the Standing 
Orders will not permit me to discuss the 
incidcencc of the rural a ward on this vote. 
I hone that I can disabuse his mind of 
any conclusion that he men hf1VC that this 
award will be lifted from the industry. 

::\Ir. KENNY: It will be continued? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Of course it will be continued. The hon. 
member for Cooroora has raised some more 
important questions. He desires to know 
what happened when we imported certain 
nric,ties of cotton. The position is that 
fashions ha Ye altered and that long staple 
cotton is no longer fashionable. The spinners 
were demanding .medium staple cotton and 
the growers were demanding the big boil 
t,-po. The department did e;'[collent work 
in the evolution of the Yarieties, but its 
operations wore not extcnsiYe enough nor 
had there been time to en a blc it to proYide 
~tandardised varieties on a cornn1errial plane. 
The Durango type was the fashionable cotton 
in the past, but as tbe ox-Secretary for Agri
culture knows we encountered quite a lot of 
difficulty wh0n the cpinncrs said that they 
we"ntcd a short staple variety. Rather than 
allo-..- the spinners to complain to the Com
monwealth GoYernment that the Queensland 
cotton industry could not '·upply them with 
proper varit>tie1 of cotton, I n1ado arrange~ 
monts for the importation of such yarieties 
as J\Iebane. Lone Star, and Cliett-satisfac
tory mediuin staple varieties-from America. 

\V e imported several tons of seeds of these 
varieties and distributed them under quaran
tine conditions throughout the most appro
priate parts of the State. I am glad to 
be able to say that during the last p_lanting 
eeason we were able to release this seed 
from quarantine and embark on a most 
extensive policy in that connection. The 
yield~ have been satisfactory. The cotton 
has rnet the rcqnir('tTIPHts of thE' l otton 
trade and ha'< Pxl'itcd favourable cc,rrnnr·JJt. 
There has hcpn a great cl Pal of (on
de-unation of the longer staple varie
ties, in fayour of the Mebanc, Cliett, and 
Lone Star varieties, which are being grown 
at the present time. Mr. Wells. who had 
r·harge of the importation of these seeds, 
made special arrang<'ments and special pre
cautions were taken. The seed was purchased 
from stu-d blocks in the United States of 
America. \V c got the very excellent co
operation of the Department of Agriculture 
of the United States Government, but 
it was like a game of chess to get the 
seeds out of the various States. Some Stares 
would not allow seed from onp State where 
one particular disease existed to be carried 
through their territory. One State ordained 
it should be triple-bagged. while another 
Slate required the seed to travel along one 
road only. \Ye practically had to rail the 
se!'d in a zig-zag fashion all round Anwnca 
before it could he got to a satisfactory port. 
vYP did it. and imported seyera l tons on 
two occasions. That seed was dulv treated 
in the wav it should be treated with alcohol 
and sulphuric acid, and planted out in 
quarantine. The result \Vas there \vas no 
sio·n of disease being introduced. or any 
ne-;v difficulties. and we certainlY did succeed 
in giYing the spinner the type of cotton 
Le \Vas clan1ouring for. 

I take this opportunity in saying that the 
cotton staff have done excellent work in 
;electing the varit'tics require-d, making 
arrangcinPnts for their transfer to Queens
land. and subsequently superintending the 
quarantine operations. All these steps wei~e 
'O thoroughlv tak!'n that no discrrse rnam
fp,ted itself in this State. 

Item (Cotton Industry) agreed to. 

D.-\JHY PRODUCE ACT. 

The SRCH.RTARY FOR AGRICULTCRE 
(Hon. F. ·w. l3ulcock, Bm·coo) I moye-

" That £17.238 be granted for 'Dairy 
Produce Act.' '' 

-:\Jr. WALKER (Cooroora) [5.15 p.rn.]: 
The appropriation proYides for one additional 
inspector. I do not think that appomtment 
was necessarv. \Vhcn I was in charge of 
tl1e dcpartn18nt arrangeu1cnts 1Yere being 
made whereby dairy inspectors 'hould also 
do th!' dutv of inspecting piggeries on dairy 
farms. Tl1at was with a view of cleaning 
un that side of the dairying. Is that being 
c~ricd out? The clean~ng up of piggeries 
attached to dairy farms would be beneficial 
to the industn·. · To-clav I Yisit places \Yhich 
at tinws are fUr fron1 n'~co. Expcn~i\-e build
ings arc not rcquil'('d to keep pigs clean. 
The nig-crcn ancl yards can be constructed 
out o-f -b';xs!l timbe~, but it is a question of 
keeping the piggery clean with a Yiew to 
clirni11ating disease. :Most piggeries arc kept 
about 100 yards from the dairy, although the 
Act sa n the distance must not be loss 
than 50"' yarr1~. Clean piggeries redL~cc the 
possibility of any disease arising m the 
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dairy. Many of the duties of inspecting· 
dairv farms can be carried out by one 
in.sp0dor. There is no occasion for two 
or t hrce men to be engaged on inspectorial 
work on one farm. It can be clone more 
<•fficicutly and more economically by one man. 
I am sony to see the increase provided for, 
as t~ 0re is no occasion for it. 1The roads 
arc now so good that travelling can be 
accelerated. Most of tbc inspectors are pro
vided with motor cars and get accommoda
tion at the farms in tbe countrv. It would 
greatly facilitate inspection a'nd lead to 
economy if all the mspection work on a 
farm was delegated to one man. Some check 
shonld be made on the actual work of these 
in s]wdors to ensure that they actually visit 
the places that should be inspected. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICDLT"CRE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Ban·oo) [5.18 p.m.]: It 
has been my policy as far as possible to 
amclg11mate duties in the way suggested by 
the hon. member for Cooroora. At one time 
a slaughtering inspector was a slaughtering 
inspector, a dairy inspector was only » 
dairying inspector, and a stock inspector 
carrif'd out only th0 duties of his position, 
~o that these inspectors might be criss
cro::-::-ing the sarnc territory. each carrying 
out his incli,-iclual work. During the last 
fc"· y<'ars we have amalgamated these duties 
'o 1 hat one inspector in a gin1n district is 
cliecharging all the duties required result
ing in efficiency in in::-pection and ~conorny 
in adrninistration. 

The hon. mernbcr rnade some referenc\~ 
to 1 he inspection of piggeries. The satis
foctnr:v inspection of piggeries was not 
possible until the Pig Inclustr.v Act was 
fJa"ed last year. Following on the passage 
of that Act dairying inspcctor8 are required 
to ""ociate th_emselYcs with the pig industry, 
the latter bemg an adjunct to the other 
indu~ir0-.. That work is proceeding .-cry 
:--atJ~taetonly rndeed. 

"L11c hon. member made some Tcference 
1? un increase in the nun1ber of the inspcc
tJOJJ 'taff. :'-Jo doubt his experience is quite 
!ltf' . .;anw as rny own. Every dairying district 
1n ~l~reensland v,·ants an in~pector, and the 
depa rtwcnt is literally besieged with requests. 
La.'t time I vi~itPd the- hon. mernber's elec
ton:t<'-1 think the hon. member was wilh 
mc-I itacl a deputation at ::--.rambour asking 
i hat we appoint an insp0ctor there. That 
mann is still under consideration. vYitl1 
·t he• <'~pamion of the dairying industry it 
b~cor.ncs ncct".ssary at tin1es to realign 
-c!J,tr!('t~ and make further appointments. I 
<'1111 as.mrc the hon. member that thesl' 
a ppointnu:>nts are onl,: rnadc when it i:-:. 
nb~·olutcly nece~~ary. ' I believe the hest 
intPn'''t~ of the dairyi_ug industry would be 
~Cl'YPd If \Ye cou1d appoint n1oro rnen, not 
to t <.1S inspectors oulv, but as guiclP3, 
philo,oplwrs, and friends, to help th0 
fam1c\' 111 the chfficult pathological qne;
tJOJ" t11nt confront them from time to time. 

l tr·m (Dairy Produce Act) agreed to. 

SLAFGHTERlXG ACT. 

Ti,c· SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT'CHE 
!Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [5.20 p.m.J: 
I moYe-

". That £12,466 be granted for ' Slaugh-
tnnng Act.' '' 

Twenty-seven officers were provided fr>r 
last ,-car; twenty-nine officers are being pro
Tided for this year, the • aclclitional two 
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ofliccr.- having been officers of the depart
liH'nt for sm-cral months past. The Common
wealth Dairy Produce Export Act and our 
own Acts require that meat shall be inspected 
in ttJp factory. Hon. members know that 
with tlw opening of the Doughboy factory it 
became necessary to comply with both Act< 
and to appoint inspectors to supervise the 
killing at Doughboy. 

:\1r. GODFREY MORGAc-; (Jiurilla) [5.21 
]l.llL~I: Could we not reduce the number of 
inspectors if we had legislation to pro.-ide 
that moat for over,eas consumvtion T!ef:>d 
be inspected only b:~' the Commonwealtii 
authorities' The hon. gentleman said it 
wa::; nece::sary to ap~1oint two inspectors at 
Donghboy owing to the fact that the State 
ll1nst also inspect the meat in the same way 
as the Commonwealth dc>es. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCULTURE : We arc 
doing the inspection for the Commonwealth 
at Doug-hboy and the Commonwealth i.s 
doing· the inspection for us at the abattoir. 

:'\Ir. GODFREY MORGA"': It seemed 
to he sillv to have two sets of officers doing 
the san1c~ work. 

ThE' SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTcRE: vYo had 
until hvo years ago. 

lVIr. GODFREY MORGA::--.r: vVhaJ '~'~' 
want to do more than anything else is to 
1educe overhead costs as much as possible 
so that people engaged in the breeding of 
cattle for export will get any benefit that 
i.s to be had. and that money will not b0 
<'xpcncled largely in working expenses. 

I draw the Minister's attention to the 
rno.~t ursatisfactorY conditions existing at 
the abattoirs. Tliev are not the fault of 
thP Meat Industry· Board. Last Monday 

wo"k 1.500 cattlP were yardod and ~laughtcred 
and on Tlmrsdav 3.500 cattle were placed in 
ti1P :~·ard for s1ibsequent slaughter. Owing 
to the fact that there is limited accommo
dation. we find the number of cattle ,ol,i 
at ilH~ ~laughter-yards for s1aughtC'rlng pur
pose--

The TEMPOHARY CHAIRMAN: Ord<'r: 
Th0 hon. rnemher will not be in order in 
di~cu~5ing the abattoirs on this vote. 

:\fr. GODFREY MOHGAN: It seems to 
me t!J,, !\linister is not satisfied with being 
Minister in charge of th0se Estimates, but 
he also \Yishcs to be Chairman of Commit
tt:Ps as \YelL 

The TE1\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Orc1r>r ' 
I followed the argument of the hon. member 
for Mm ilia until I satisfied mvsolf that he 
was dealing solely with the quf.,,tion of the 
abattoirs. 

Mr. GODFHEY MORGA::--.r: I resent any 
interference bv the :Minister with the Chair
lllnn of C01111l1ittees. What I was going to 
refer to was a matter of great importance 
from the point of view of the stockmn1ers 
in this State. I was about to pomt out to 
you. ::\Ir. G led son, to this Committee, and 
to the people generallv, that cattle are kept 
starving for eight clays before they are 
slaug·htcred. Cattle that were brought to 
the yards last Thnrsday will not be slaugh
Lcred until next Friday, and in the mean-
1 iml' theY are kPpt in small paddocks with
out foo{ and the result will be the meat 
will be considerably affected and a greater 
p1·oporlion of it will be condemned than 
otherwise would be the ease. I desire to 
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draw the Minister's attention to the experi
ence of inspectors in regard to the prejudicial 
df N't on beef caused through confinement in 
small yards without feed for days. Certain 
men are appointed for the purpose of inspect
inf); the s!anghtering of stock at the abat
toirs_ and I want to know whether the yards 
are of such dimensions that the meat cannot 
be treated within one or two davs rather 
than that these cattle should stane "for eight 
days in small yards where there is no food 
but onlv water. Some of the cattle sold 
last Thursday will not be slaughtered until 
next Friday, which demonstrates there is no 
organisation in regard to the number of 
ce·atrle that arc yarded. 

Tl"' TE:HPORARY CHAIRMAN: Orr!cr! 
T/,e lwn_ member is getting away from the 
Htbjcct under discussion. 

:\Ir_ GODFREY ;yiORGAN: Surely the 
ili'Jwctors should havQ something to s-ay as 
to "hether the cattle are humanely treated 
<Jr not! Surely their rlnty should not com
JlJl'llLCJ and end at the time of slaughtering! 
I mn sorry that the Standing Orders will 
not wrmit my saying what I would like to 
"""- It was my intention to gi,-e the Minis
tN -ornc information that would be bene
ficial to hig department and to the people 
whom I believe he is honestly endeavouring 
to hdp in this State-the cattle-owners. 
fflwv an:. not getting a fair deal and arc 
br inc: robbed right and left, Everybodv has 
cnnt rol of the cattle with tlw exception of 
the ';,ttlc-owners themselves. 

GovER~MEXT ::'\IE~IBER: How are they 
robbed? 

:\lr_ GODFREY MORGAl\: TheY are 
h;'i"~ robbed right and left, because" there 
j, "'"h a trust existing at present that the 
J't'ople sending the cattle dcnvn are not get-
tin~ fair deal. 

The TK\IPORAR'l CHAIR:\[A:\T: Order! 
ThC' qu0stion under discus::-ion is the inspec
tioll of meat slaughtered for human con
sunlption. 

::,Ir_ GODFREY 1\IORGA:\T: A meeting 
\\·a, lJClcl l":st Monday with the object of 
tr·y~: g- to bnng about better conditions with 
rcga rd to tlw slaughter of cattle and sheep 
at tl1e rnc:atworks. All parties were reprc
<'Lfed with the exception of the owners of 

'h•'''Jl and cattle_ The L:nited Graziers' 
),ssoc-iation and th·• Cattle Growers' .\ssocia
tion did not receive invitations to attend the 
TI'lC'Cting. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: What 
llll'cting '? 

:\1 ,-, GODFREY :i\IORG AX: The meet in~ 
whic-h ''as called last l\fondav by the ::Yleat 
Industry Board, -

Tlw TK\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The Lon. member must confine his remarks 
to the ,·ote under discussion_ 

:\h GODFREY l\IORGAN: I will haYe 
to abide by your ruling, ::Yir. Gledson. This 
matter is of such importance that I should 
li!<c the opportunity of having a general 
discussiOn on It, and I hope the Minister 
"-ill assist to that end. I feel that the Minis
ter is out to assist the industry in everv 
way possibl_e, and there is something tha-t 
needs altenng m regard to the marketino
of cattle at the abattoirs. o 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order r 
The hon, member will have an opportunity 

of discussing that matter when the resolu
tions are under consideration. 

l\11·- GODFREY MORGAN : You should 
know as well as I do, l\fr. Gledson, that we 
shall never get to them, I have had a long 
experience in these matters, and when a 
Chairman tells me I can deal with a ques
tion on another vote, I know I cannot. I 
haYe said sufficient to open the eyes of the 
:VIinister, I hope he will endeavour to bring 
about a better condition of affairs, 

:\Ir_ DEACON (Cunningharn) [5.30 
p.m.]: There is one matter on which I desire 
to speak_ I refer to the slaughtering of 
young calves for human consumption. I 
do not think that the meat from young 
calves is really wholesome, but be that as 
it may, these J oung beasts arc consigned to 
the abattoirs, and they have to travel long 
distances in tho train. Days elapse between 
the consigning and the killing of them. 
They arrive in a starve-d and shocking con
dition, and cannot be wholesome meat. 
Thuy are detrained, and sometimes have 
to remain in the yards over the week-end 
before being slaughtered_ If better condi
tions cannot be provided, then I consider 
the trade should be prohibited. The delay 
constitutes cruelty to animals. I hope the 
Minister will make some inquiry and use 
his best endeavours to see that better pro
Yision is made and better conditions enforced. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTVRE 
(Hon. F. W. Bu:cock, IJarcoo) [5.31 p_m.]: 
I would inform the hon. member for Mm·illa 
that at the abattoirs the Commonwealth does 
the inspecting for the State, and at Dough
boy '"e make the inspection for the Com
monwealth. There is no duplication of staff, 
Tlto subject matter of a Bill introduced by 
me last session and passed by Parliament 
made this arrangement possible. Although 
I am a\Yare that we are exceeding our rights 
in discussing the question of the handling 
or holding of ·--tack at the abattoirs_ Mf 
G:edson, I take the opportunity of inform
ing the Committee that I will cause the 
fui:est possible inquiries to be made in 
connection "ith the statements made by the 
]JOn, members for Cunningham and Murilla, 
and on receipt of the reports will deter
mine what action should be taken. 

}lr. "WALKER (Cooroora) [5.32 p,m.]: I 
l'l'grct vpry much that there has been an 
increase in the number of stock inspectors_ 
I do not think the increase is warranted, 
considering that the establishment of the 
Brisbane Abattoirs ha:s concentrated the 
work in the metropolitan area_ I would also 
draw the Minister's attention to the fact 
that if he proc"eds along lines such as that 
ho will undo the good work that has been 
done in the past in our endeavours to make 
the fund soh-ont. \Vc were able to make a 
reduction in the grant from year to year, 
and thilt at a time when the amount of 
work that had to be done made it very diffi
Clllt. The fuud is in debit to a considerable 
amount_ and at present there appears to be 
no prospect of improvement. Certainly, 
there is a verv small reduction in the amount 
of the gran( but this is conclusive proof 
that economies can be effected. It is well 
worth while acting on those lines until the 
fund is sol vent. If the same amount be 
graubed year after 'year, irrespective of 
whether it be necessary or otherwise, we 
shall revert to the old condition of affairs. 

Mr. Walker.] 
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The remarks of the hon. member for Cun
ningham about young calves are perfectly 
true. The matter has been ventilated 
through the press, and I am surprised that 
the Minister has not moved in the matter 
before now. It would take a great deal to 
convince me that a sick bea,st is not suffering 
from some disease, and there must already 
be legislation under which the Minister 
could act in the matter. One can see young 
calves being transported over the railways. 
I do not know about their being held for 
<·ight days before being slaughtered, but I 
know that it is six davs before thev are 
actually killed. These "calves range" from 
about two days to about two or three weeks 
in age. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEMBER : The 
adopted ncv.r regulations \Vithin 
t \\'O or three da,y,. 

abattoirs 
the last 

Mr. \'v'ALKER: I do not know about that, 
but I think it is cruelty to animals, a,nd 
the Socieh for tho Prevention of Cruelty 
,!Joule! move in the matter. 

Item (Slaughtering Act) agreed to. 

STATE FARMS AXD GARDEXS. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(lion. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I move-

" That £7,325 be granted for ' State 
Farn1s and Gardens.' " 

l\lr. KE0JNY (Cool.:) [5.34 p.m.]: On the 
Chic·f Ofiice vote I mentioned the estab
]i,hmcnt of an agricultural college at Ka,iri 
to take the place of the St&te farm there. 
1 have spoken on this question for several 
years. Each time I have been advised that 
it is going to be done. \Vhen I raised this 
question on the Estimates for the Depart
ment of Public Instruction I was told to 
brine- the matter up when the Secret&ry for 
AgTictllture was present. \Vhen I brought 
forward the question on the Chief Office 
vote the Minister said he would reply. He 
fhcl not favour me with a reply, and that 
1s the reason for n1:y bringing forward the 
matter now. I ask the Minister how soon 
he intf'nds to establish an agricultural col
l<>g'' at Kairi. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, lJaTCoo) [5.35 p.m.J: 
I. an1 not awar_0 ~hat I n1a_dc any sugges
non ac to estahhshmg an ao-ncultural colleae 
at Kairi. I have repeatedly made sugg;s
t~or:s. abouJ· establishing a training farm at 
I--.a1r1. I do not want to duplicate Gatton 
~ollcge in the Xorth. I know that th<•re 
~-- ar~ excellent ca;sc for the training of boys 
~n. J'\orthern agnculture in the :\forth, and 
1t 1s the definite intention of the Government 
to utilise Kairi for the purpose. During 
the past few months we have been rircularis
~ng ?':cry pos-.ible orga.nis~tion and 1naking 
mqmnes from every poss1ble source about 
the . prospect of getting boys for such an 
mstJtutio_n, and I am sorry to say that a 
~1n1tlar Insb~.utior_l operating in the I\~orth 
at .. Abcrgowne. l'nth accon1modation I under~ 
stand for some thirty students, has succeeded 
w attracting only four students. 

::Vll-. KEXKY: A training farm. 

The SEC:RETARY FOR AGRTCL'LTL:RE: 
An agncultural college. 

Mr. KEOGH: That is not true. Abergowrie 
had twenty-five students when we were up 
there. 

[]J,f r. Walker. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: 
It has four students to-day. If the infor
mation of the hon. member is correct then 
the information supplied to me by my officer& 
is incorrect. Two oflicers of my department 
have been reporting on the possibility of 
getting bovs for tmining in the North and 
they both refer to the fact that Abergowrie 
has now only four resident students. I very 
much hope that the information is wrong. 
\Vo have circularised every centre, every 
school, and the leader of every organisation, 
such as the Rotary Club and the Xew 
Settlers' League, where it functions, and 
kindred bodies throughout the North, asking· 
thetn to ac·t as recruiting agents and to 
ach-ise me on the matter. Thev have advised 
me in a rathPr negative 'va)T and until I 
a m '"sured of a supply of boys, obviously 
there is no advantage in establishing the 
farm in the Xorth. If I can be c.,·tain 
of a supply of boys I assure the hon. mem
ber that the Government arc prep a red to 
establish that training farm. If we cannot 
.'ucceed in getting those boys then obviously 
it will bP futile to establish it. These 
inquiries arc stiil in progress, but so far 
as I can see unfortunately there does not 
i'ccm to lw much prosp0ct of securing the 
bov'. I regard agricultural education as 
Ueing n YC'l7 e~-;ential form of educatiou, 
and if the hon. gentleman can giv<' any 
in1petns io this nlOYcment, which ain!s , t the 
Pstablishmcnt of a training farm in the 
:1\orth, I shall be yery glad of his co-opera
tion. 

Mr. KEKXY (('oak) r'5.38 p.m.]: The 
:\linister has dl'finitely changed his Yicw on 
this subjeci during the past two years. He 
stated in Xorth Queensland that it wos the 
intention of the GoYcrnrnent to establish a 
training college. 

The 1:\WHETARY FOR AGRICl:LTl1RE: Kot a 
eo11c?;e. 

:'\fr. KEX:\Y: Yes. 
The SECHETARY FOR AGRTCULTUHE: I neYer 

usc<l the ''ord. 
:'\Ir. KEXl\Y: I cannot quote the ;\,Iini;;

ter's exact \YOrds, but I do know that His 
Exc 'llencv the Goyernor on his return from 
:'\iorth Q{,ecnsland made a, similar r<>com
wendation'-that an agricultural co!lege 
should be established at Kairi-and in reply 
to that statement the Minister said that it 
\Yas the intention of the GoYcrnn1ent to 
do m. 

The SECREL\RY FOR AGRICULTURE: I said 
that it was not the intention of the Govern· 
ment to Psta"blish an agricultural college. 
I ha vc a wrY lively recollection of that. 

:'.fr. KEXXY: I am not going to get 
into an argument with the :~.\1ini~ter. Speak
ir;g· in this Chamber yesterday i.he Sccn•tary 
for Public Instruction said that it was the 
intention of the GovernnH'nt le establish this 
ap-ricultural college in ='Jorth Qu0cnsland 
a~ carlv as nossiblc anrl \Vhcn funds were 
aYailabie. l~videntlv these two :vJ:ir,ie.ters 
of the Crmn1 do "not know where> they 
otand on this question, and m·iclently the 
}'ll'Om!~e \Ya:"" 111ado onlY '"ith the int.Pntion 
,,f pulling the legs of the people. I cftn 
quite understand the attitude of the pitrcnl• 
towards a proposal by the Minister to enrol 
children for farm training. At the present 
time the parents concerned send their chil
,]t·cn from North Queensland to Gatton to 
enable them to obtain the agricultmal 
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diploma and to pass the University junior 
cxalhination. If the institution to be estab
lished in North Queensland is to confine its 
attenuons to imparting only farm training 
then n""turally it is not going to receive the 
warm support of the people in that part 
of the State. \Yhat is required in North 
Queensland is an institution similar to the 
institution at Gatton. where the children can 
obtain a training in both sides of education. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The vote under discussion does not deal with 
the administration of the Department of 
Public Instruction. 

l\Ir. KENNY: I am dealing >Yith the vote 
for ·· State Farms and Gardens," and I am 
<endeaYouring to induce the :Minister to 
<Change his present attitude towards the estab
lislmH?nt of an institution in Xorth Queens· 
land. This :matter ha' been raised and 
replied to on this vote on more than ono occa
sion in the past. However. 1 ha ye no inten
tion of clashing with the chair. I content 
my,eJf with saying that the need of a college 
io; ther~ and I will giYe the Minister any help 
I can ·with a .-icw to establishing that 
college. The conditions obtaining at Aber
gov·rie ere not applicable to the Athorton 
Tableland, because there is a dis,imilarity 
in the soil and climatic conditions of the 
tiYo districts_ 

CO:\'ROY (Jiurrwoa) [5.43 p.m.]: I 
that the manager of the Homa State 

the dual position of manager and 
The Roma Slate Farm is in 

a wheathreeding station. The 
l\1r. Souttcr. has evolved practic

ckry type of wheat that has been suc
c• ·.sfully grO\rn in this State. The two 
mmt recent types of wheat eYol.-cd are the 
Sea Foam and Three Seas. The particular 
work .~·ngagod in at the farm at the present 
tinH' the breeding and ,eJection of rnst
l'C':'i~tl11g' Yariot.ies. It is pleasing to notic8 
that :\l!r. Soutter's duties are to be extended 
to t lte Do,·~ns. Tll(' dt']lartment posse"es in 
l\lr. :'-outter an official who has gi.-cn a great 
deal of his life and attention to experiment
ing in breeding the types of \Yheat required 
for this State. He posse'Sf'S all tho qualifi
{·ntions for that \YOrk, is reliable and con-

and put··· his !wart a ncl soul into 
J,i, The Roma State farm is not 
rPYC'l!lH} producing. but, it has been the 1neans 

of adding materially to the wortlth of this 
State by assisting the 1,d1eatgrowing indus~ 
try to grow the right types of wh~at. The 
v hrat gTown in Queen~land is recognised 
a~ tile finc8t t:vpe in the Com.JnoHwcalth, and 
to " ,n'at extent the succc-s achieved is 
du, to \Yonderful research work by Mr. 
Souticr. Dr. Miles, who had the opportunity 
of tl1oroughly e"<:a1nining ~~Ir. Soutter's \York, 
paid a tribute lo what C\Ir. Soutter has 
accomplished. As a 1vhcatbrecder, l\lr. Sout
ter h s made a wonderful contribution to 
the wheat industry of this State. I rose with 
the ohject of paying a tribute to this official, 
who ifl recognised not only Ly the dcpart
lllCIIt hut bv the whcaifarn1ers also as a man 
in "·hom the utmost reliance' and confidence 
can he placed. I am sure that as his work 
p1·occr:ds on the Downs tho fanners there 
will also place confidence in him. If Mr. 
Souttn is able to produce a rust-resistig 
wh< at for the Downs the confidence reposed 
in hin1 by the department will be amply 
ju~tified. 

:Yh. WALKER (Uooroora) [5.45 p.m.]: Tho 
only proYision on the Estimates for tire 
Kairi State Farm is the salary of the 
manager. It would help hon. members a 
great deal if the Estimates disclosed what 
staff exists. I know that an increase in the 
staff caul cl be provided for under Miscel
lau<•ous Senices without hon. members being 
an:v the wiser. 

I cndonc the remarks of the hon. member 
for Maranoa respecting Mr. Soutter. I have 
personally visited the Roma State farm and 
can testify to the valuable experimental work 
he carries out there in wheatbreeding. Mr. 
Soulter has accomplished wonders. He leads 
the Australian States in the types of wheat 
he has CYolvecl. He is an official who is 
alv,ays to be found on his job. Now that an 
additional area of land has been included in 
this State farm a little extra appropriation 
should be JWOYidcd to enable Mr. Soutter 
to eany out experiments in regard to crops 
that may proYe in.-aluable in semi-dry areas. 
A \YOndorful Yariety of gr(!,sse~ is growing 
there. and gi.-es some idea of what the West 
can produce. Dr. Hirschfeld has been carry
ing out an cnonnous number of experiments, 
ai1d similar work should be carried out by 
l\Ir. Souttcr. I should like the Minister 
to conduct these experiments, because tho 
work of pasture improyemcnt is not out of 
the question in such an area as the Roma 
district. Apart from all these matters. 
experiments could be conducted in respect 
of quite a larg-e number of varieties of 
fruit. some of which, although not com
mercially profitable. would prove a boon to 
inhabitants of the vYest. 

I notice that the' "11ne number of moll 
are E:mp1oycd in the varions gardens in nnd 
aronncl Brisbane. The staff for the Govl'l'll· 
lllC'llt J-lou:;c ground~. "Fernberg.'' ;;;cenrs 
to he out of all proportion to the nurnhor 
ildualh- required. Of course, the late 
(;oYcrnor. Sie John GooLhYin, WELS parti 
cuiarl.r keen on carrying out expcrirnenta t 
work, but if the present G OYC'rnor is not of 
siruilar cli::-po~it.ion-His Excellency appear~ 
to do H1orc traYclJing than his predcc(~S~or
then th0 time has come when the gardeners 
not rl'f!Uirecl should be transferred to othPr 
places. 

:\Ir. DEACO:\ (('unnin(;hum) [5.50 p.m.l: 
\Yl' arc all agreed as to the value of the 
\York carried out at the Homa State Farn, 
aml upon the ability of :'vir. Souttcr, u.; 
1nanager and wheat bn~efiPr. One donht t 
haY(~ is as to whether Rmna i the bc.~t sii P 

for a farm at which lo breed wheat. JUr. 
Sontrcr doe·_ conduct expcrinH'ntal plots ou 
thl' Dowu.'-, ~and YPry succcs:-:-fnJly, too~aud 
those plots sltcnv better re.ults than at Ro1ll:t. 
It must be remembered tlwt Itoma and thl' 
Do\Yns are hvo different dPsscs of countrv. 
and that tl1c Lnlk of thf' wheat in Quecm.:la1~r1 
i:-' grown on the Downs. To prove their 
suitabilitv for thP l10avier soils anc1 tlw 
tot" lly cfiffcrent climate of the Downs. tlH' 
\Yhf'ats hav0 to be g-ro\rn in experimental 
plot~ all OYPr the Do\vns. ls not a certain 
amount of tinw lost b.- C\1r. Soutter in 
csbblishing that the wheat propagated at 
Roma is suitable for the Downs countrv? I 
think it was a mistake to cstablisl~ the 
wheat-breeding farn1 at Rorna, and that it 
would ha,·c been better to have established 
it on the Downs. for nearly all the wheat 
in Queensland is grown on the Dowm 
countrv and it is unlikclv that the Roma 
district \vill be a success ~s a wheat-raising 

Mr. Deacon.] 
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area on a largo scale. Of course, wheat 
has been grown for a goocl many years at 
Roma, but not a largo amount has been 
grown and the results are not the best. 
I should like Mr. Soutter's opinion on the 
point I have raised. I shall pay more 
respect to his opinion than to my own. for 
I recognise that he knows more about the 
matter than I do; but it does occur to me 
that it would be better to conduct the 
breeding experiments on the country where 
the wheat will be grown later on. Very 
many valuable types of wheat haYe been bred 
at Roma, and very many types that hav•' 
prornised vYell are now grolving on the 
Downs, and the farmers there are VCQ' 

rnuch interested in tho!'c crops; and n1any 
go to sec them-more than Mr. Soutter is 
aware of. The farmers on the Downs urc 
interested in the different ty)1es of wheac 
and appn•ciate the value of lVIr. Soutter's 
work, and they are very ready to grow 
the wheat recommended bv him. I should 
like the Minister to mak·e inquiries from 
:\Tr. Soutter on the point I raise. 

Xaturally, the hon. member for ;\1aranoa 
would like to see the State Experimental 
Farm remain at that centre. I can under
stand his point of view. No doubt he is of 
t h~ opinion that it is the most suitable place 
for it; but I consider this matter to be too 
important to be decided to suit the desires 
of anybody. This work is of great value to 
the State. and if the establishment of a 
State experimental farm at Toowoomba 
\\Oulcl result in the saving of time, and if it 
\\ould be better to experiment in that area 
wlwre the bulk of the wheat is grown, the 
:\linistcr should scriouslv consider the ques
tion of removing it to that centre. 

A GovERXME::i"T ::\1nmER; Locate it at Cun
llinghan1? 

:\fr. DRACO~: I do not care where it is 
so long as it is situated in the best place 
for testing wheat. 

:\Ir. EDWARDS LYanango) [5.56 p.m.]: 
The question raised bv the hon. member for 
:\Iaranoa and the hon.c member for Cunning
hem in connection with the breeding of 
wheat is a very important one. The history 
of wheat-growing in Queensland leads one 
tn 1 he conclusion that therP is something 
radically wrong with that industry. When 
\H' look back over a number of years \Ye 
discover that we have not made great 
strides in the improvement of the types of 
·wheat or tho growing of it in increasing 
qLwntities. I understand that the present 
c.·op is anticipated to reach about 3.500.000 
l:n"hels. and in \Yostern Australia and Vic
toria thpv harvest 56.000,000 bushels. In 
view of those figures it is apparent that if 
've ar~ to make a sltcces.s of 1vhcat~gro,ving 
in this State we shall have to work alono
rliffercnt lines. ~ 

In my opinion the hon. member for Cun
ningham is perfectly right in saying that 
oxp0rinwnts in wheat breeding should be 
conducted on the same soils and under the 
same climatic conditions in which the wheat 
\Yill be grown; therefore, it may be a wise 
policy to carry out those experiments on the 
Downs. I have read the reports of lVIr. 
Soutter in connection with the working of 
.ails, and I belicYe that is a matter in which 
eonsiclcrahle improvement could be made. I 
rPcollcct that in mv earlv davs in Victoria 
and the Southern· States th~v could only 
grow from 6 to 8 bushels to the acre, but a·t 

[Mr. Deacon. 

the present time, owing t<O experiment> m 
"heat breediug and the careful working of 
the soil at different periods of the year. they 
are harvesting an equivalent number of bags 
to the acre. It is our duty to ascertain 
whether it is possible to improve both the 
quantity aud quality of our wheat. It seems 
astonishing that twenty or thirty years ago 
we were growing the same quantity of wheat 
"' we are growing to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT"FRE; Did )'OU 

'":V quantity or quality? 

:\Ir. EDWARDS: Quantity. That indi
cates there is something radically wro1w. 
Either our State is not adapted to wheat
growing or the types of wheat are not suit
able, or sufficient attention has not been paid 
to the working of soils. 

One recalls the enormous amount of money 
aud the very capable practical whcatfanners 
that were attracted to Queensland many 
yearo ago. I think it can be said that as 
niuch rnonev was invested in \Yheat a.s in 
any other farming product of the State. 
T~1C'l'P seeuh to lw sornetliing wrung 
-..nth the experiu1ents that were' C~l rri('J 
out in the past in COJHJection '''ith ·whl'at
breeding. I understand Mr. Soutter is mak
ing careful experi1nents with a vie~,v to 
con1bating' rust in wheat, vvhich hon. rnerubers 
art' ~ware ]!lays a rnuch more in1portant 
pal t lll the mclustry of Queensland than in 
the other States. Queensland is growing 
\dwat under semi-tropical conditions and the 
111oi~tnre in the atrno.sphere is much greater 
than in tho wheatbelts of the Southern 
State.. It is therefore necessarv that serious 
thought should be deYoted to the combating 
of rust. I recall to mind one vear on the 
Darling Downs-! think it wa's 1903 the 
year after the terrific drought of 1902-'when 
lllany of the crops could not be harvested 
although the wheat was grown to perfection 
and reached eight or nine bag·s to the acre. 
(h,"ing to the great prevalence of rust the 
''heat roulcl not be threshed; it broke off 
immediately it was hit by the drum of the 
t1:reshing Inachine. During the intervening 
Ye:Lrc; \VC' do not seem to have n1ade tnuch 
j)l'ogTess, although we have taken some little 
st<'p forward in connection with the quality 
of tlw grain; although considering that much 
!WW land has been placed under wheat and 
eJH ouragen1cnt given to farmers to plant 
'"heat. we haYe not gaine.d 1nuch even in 
that direction. I hope that this experimental 
""ork will be continued with a view to finding 
a hreed of \\·heat that the farmers will be 
abiP to sow and reap earlier. That appears 
to he one of our greatest difficulties; the 
harYestjng E~cason occurs too late in the year. 
As hon. members are well aware, harvesting 
operations continue towards the wet season, 
ancl if the farmer has not been successful 
in getting in his crop before its arrival or 
before the general summr·r storms. he finds 
himself in difficulties. Last season. I believe, 
one large wheat farmer on the Downs ex
pended something like £800 in cash to 
purchase sacks for the storage of his wheat, 
Jmt he did not harvest anv wheat at all. 
Other farmers were pullin.g their tractor 
a romorl the wheatcrops with a number of 
pole• hehind them in order to extricate the 
tractors when thev became bogged-so heavv 
\H•s the rain. This happene.(f in the Cecil 
Plains anrl the Mount Russell area. \Ve 
should continue our investigation with a view 
of discovering a breed of wheat that could be 
sown earlier in the year. As a matter of 
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f::tct, I -would suggest that we even go further 
than this and endeavour to produce a breed 
w hi-.h to a certain extent would be frost 
rcsistanL It is a well-known fact that m 
the euly 'tages of flowering the wheat crop 
has heen ruined on the Darlmg Downs 
owing to frost. Along the lines I have _m<en
tionul_ I think there are great po•s1b1hties 
from the scientific point of view, and greate1· 
""istan,·c should be afforded to that end. 

\Ye Lave not made the strides in wheat 
prorlnction in this State that we might have 
made, Two years after \Vestc~n Austraha 
launched out in wheat productiOn she wa.s 
proUue-lug three tirnes as 111UL'h as we were. 
The Darling Downs is a wonderful wheat
procluC';ng centre. Is it any \vondc_r that 
SouthL•rn people were attracted to tlus part 
of the State to expend large surns <?f rno~f·y 
in an cndc•avour to nutkc \Vheatgrowing thPre 
the ""'cess that it is in the South? We 
have not been able to evolve a type of wheat 
that can be harvested in between the heavy 
rainfall months of the year, and I trnst that 
'ome consideration will be given to tlw.t 
problem, If we are not able to increase the 
vicld of wheat per acre then we shonltl 
Cnc·ourao·e the g-rowers to cn1 bark upon other 
kinds of agric'ulture, as adjuncts to wlwat 
production. I .arn of the opinion that "'-hen~ 
1.-::. a ycrv PllCOU raging outlet for v·oun (r 

lambs niiscd m conjunction with 'wh<•n~ 
production. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLn:RE: Hear, 
hear! 

i.Vrr. EDWARDS: I know that Jamb
raising in conjunction with wheat production 
has been conducted very succe-ssfully to a 
certain degree in the Southern States .. and 
I am satisfied that with the heavy mmsturc 
content of the soil in Queensland during 
the su1nrner months there is ever~·>' pos::;i
bilitv of providing a ]wavy crop of feed hr 
lambs and sheep with the possihility of 
harn,,ting a dean and easy crop of wheat 
:.t a. later stage of the season. Therefore, I 
firmh· l1elieve that there are great po"I
bilities of development along these lines. I 
understand that at one time the wheat
growers in the Southern States produced 
wheat without resorting to £allowing, but 
some vears afterwards they discovered that 
fallowlng was es,:ential, ancl later again 
they were forced to realise that a succes-ful 
wheot crop could not be produced with'Eit 
the aid of fertilizers. Ever since that time 
fertilizers have been continually in use, and 
step by step the production has increased 
until now they are able in the light of I h~1r 
past practical experience to produc;: pay
able crop;:; frorn year to year. I dare say 
that the Minister is aware of the fact that 
in some of the Southern States to-dav a 
system of summer £allowing is adopted. 'l'h,Ji· 
is to say, the farmers simply strip tlw 
crop and set fire to the stubble, The sheep 
arc sometimes turned in on the stubble for a 
few weeks and then the plough or culti.-a•oe 
is used. The ground is turned up throngh
out the year until the sowing season arTivc: 
the following year. It is then considered 
tl1at sufficient n1oisture has hcen con'3erv0d 
to produce a payable crop. This system is 
c:uried out to conserve the moisture and 
,,beep arc fed on that fallowed land 
throughout the year. \Vhilst feed ma:v not 
be apparent to persons passing the f:trm, 
still it is a faet that sheep can be grown 
and fattened on these areas where seem
ingly little feed exists. When the land is 

cultivated m this way the feed procluced is 
sweet and nutritious and is of astuunding 
benefit not only for the growing but a: -o 
for the fattening of sheep. 

I hope that the Minister will g i ,-e c;ome 
consideration to the matters that I have 
mentioned. 'With my experience in the 
Southern States I was astounded on commg 
to Queensland to think that the wheat
growers in this State could not obtam a 
better return, and when I saw the :Moullt 
Abundance countrv I was more than eyer 
astounded to lear;1 that the wheatgrowc'n 
in that beautiful belt were not more eur:
ccesful from year to year. 

I notice that in this vote provision is 
made for three men to attend to tho Queen'• 
Gardens. next to the Executive Building. I 
should like the Minister to state whether 
those three men are employed th0re all 
the vear round. If so, all I can say is they 
must lmve a pretty good time, and f1nd it 
difticu: t to keep out of ono another's way-

Mr. DARl\ES (ll"aru·ic!.) [7.13 p,m.]: I 
'upport the <ostablishmont of an experimental 
farm on the Downs for the purpose of breed
ing a whf'at suitable for our . c1irnatic cou
(1itions. On a nun1ber of occasions refel'ence 
has been made to ihc' manne!- in which rust 
affects wheat. Last year I quoted a news
paper article dealing with the subject. _For 
oome years the wheatg-rowers on the Darlmg 
Down~ have not suffered from rust to the 
S<nnc extent as heretofore, but last year 
rust played considerable havoc with the crop, 
This vear the weather has been particularly 
cool -vet evidence is not wanting of the 
pre~m;ce of rust, and that ~rouble will 
undoubtedlv affect the returns of wheat
growers, 'The idea of establishing _ an 
experirncnt station amidst surr.oundu~gs 
where wheat is extensively grown 1s a w1se 
one, The value of the proposal would be 
enhanced if Mr. Souttcr himself also directed 
the work on this experimental plot, which, 
no doubt would be a smaller area than tho 
Roma. State Farm he now directs. If the 
idea dewlopcd satisfactorily it might 
become a permanent farm. Failing the 
establishment of an experiment farm, trial 
p!ois should be susbstituted. Success depends 
on the individual chosen to carry out the 
"ark. Strange to say, in whBatgrowi_ng, a~ 
in other industries, you may have s1de by 
side the successful and unsuccessful man. 
On Saturday morning last I passed a farm 
on Bennett's Hill, overlooking Sladenlle, 
and remarked to a friend, " There 1s an 
extraordinary farm. For years and years 
it rrturned nothing, It then changed hands. 
The man who has made a success of the 
farm took it over a few years ago, and 
had made wonderful progress!' In the year 
that this individual acquired the property 
h" took over twelve bags of wheat to the 
acre off it. That is what is going on in 
cvcrv district, Mv knowledge of the \Var
;vick' district exte1Jds over a period of sixty 
.-ears. \Vheat has been grown there every 
;Tcnr and I can nan1o rnen vvho have neYor 
failed, They have always had a crop, 
sometimes a few bags to the acre, and at 
other times a big yield, but never have 
the, had to face a complete failure. I 
wo~ld suggest to the :Minister that when the 
expe•·imcnt farm is established the expe_ri
mentalic;t should exchange notes w1th 
Southern experimcntalists, Inquiry amongst 
farmers now will show what wheat is found 

~Mr, Barnes.] 
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+o be most rust-resi~tant. Success ;n wheat
gTm\ ing on tho Downs and the name which 
Que< nsland wheat has acquired as compared 
with other States are due to the fact that 
cffons havo been concentrated on a hard 
"·heat such as the Florence and Flora 
raricties. In the South the varietv known 
lS Federation is by far the best wheat grown, 
)llt no success has been achieved with it 
1en•. It is in this connection that experi
jlCnta! \YOrk might be successful, for, appar
}ntly. there is something in what has been 
Jtdvocatcd this afternoon that possibly bet
ter results would attend the efforts of Mr. 
~outt<:·r jf he also gave some attention to 
an area of the State in which wheat has 
l1CC11 f:l'Own succes~full:.r for year~. 

The hon. member who has just resumed 
h~s seat Inade reference to maize growing. 
Bec,tuse of the advent and growth of motor 
tranf'porr. rnaize grovviug has to son1e extent 
had to take a back seat, so that people 
will be compelled to concentrat" more on 
wheat growing. It is for that reason that 
we strongly emphasise the advisabilitv of 
striking out in some new direction. The cost 
of hanesting wheat is cheaper to-day than 
in the day,, when a price of 5s. or 6s. was 
needed by the wheat growers to make a 
profit. and I feel sure that if a minimum 
price of 3s. 4d. a bushel were assured we 
could in a few vears double our area and 
increase the production of wheat. The esti
mated har'- est this vear of 3.500.000 bushels 
falls far short of th~ State's requirements of 
6.000.000 bushels. Since 1920. when ,the 
vdw<it pool was established, approximately 
£10.000,000 has been paid to wheat growers. 
That sounds a lot of money. but spread over 
a 11urnber of years is not such a great sum, 
and it certainlv could be increased. Realis
ing rhe iinpor'tancc of the wheat industry 
ancl the nocessit~- of supplying our own 
rcquiremc'nts, I ho]Je the Minister will make 
some l'esponsc to the ideas put forv. arc! by 
the hon. n1cmber for Cunningham. if only 
in a minor way. I do not wish to labour 
the qucstioll. bnt I rould if ncrc~~ar~v giYe 
the ~I-inister the nan1es of f'xperienced 1nen 
\\·ho would gladly co-operate \Yith any ex
i tetiu1c:ntal work that }1r. Souttor 1nlght 
deem ~u-h-i!l)able on the Dovvns. 

Th<' :'\ECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. \Y. Bulcock. RaTcoo) [7.22 p.nLl: 
])paling with tlw minor matters first. I 
\YOtdd inform the hon. rnernber for Nanango 
that. although three gardeners arc proYicled 
f(w Ul!del' ih0 vote for Queen's Uardens, 
Bri:-;.ban~', tho~e gardener~ are also respon
;::.ibh1 for maintaining the laYDis and grounds 
of tllf' public buildings in Brisbane. such 

the Snprenw Court and other buildings. 
Quitr' obYions],- the three meu arc never at 
\"Ork at the Queen's GardGns at the ono time. 

TlH' quc,stion has been rniscd of roUucing 
the rnrnb(~r of gardenprs at GoYernmcnt 
H OH'C'. :U v exnrriencc has been that our· 
prr<.;Pnt Go,:crno; desires quite a lot of work 
to lw dorw there and from time to time I 
ban• oh!ainecl nwn through the Department 
of Lahonr and Industrv to undertake the 
work 0f remocl.elling the" gardens at Goyern
!llent Home. I do tlClt think the Governor 
or L~d:' \Vilson would readil.v agree to any 
rednction in the staff at their home. Those 
qu0stions are disposed of in that VYay. 

The hon. member for Cooroora takes 
exception to the fact that the salarv of tho 
manager of the Kairi State Farm. is pro .. 
vidod on the Estimates and that apparently 

f Mr. Barnes. 

JJO provision is made for the balance of Jw 
employees there. The custom followed oil 
this occasion is the custom the hon. gentle
man himself followed when framing- hi; 
estimates and wbmitting them to this 
Chamber. It is the practice to allow for 
labourcr.s under " Contingencies." Ti1e hon. 
nleinber suggests I might be tempted to 
employ a man without the knowledge of 
Parliament. The limit of mv vote 13 the 
limit of my capacity to pay. The votP 
restricts the number of individuals I can 
employ. There has been no variation of the 
system, which, I understand, has been the 
practice ~ince 1ve have had responsible 
govcrnrncnt. 

I slmll now deal with that important quos· 
tion of the whcat-breedmg policy of the 
Slat<'. I am delighted to hear the tnlmtPo 
tlmt have been paid to Mr Soutter. It has 
been said that a prophet is not without 
honour P.aYe in his O"\Vn countrY: and it j~ 
also tru~ that a man may make· very great 
contributions to the prosperity of an industry 
a11d yet be unknown while he i~ 111aking 
those contributions. That recalls to m v mind 
the l<ttc VYilliam Farrar, the father of p!alll 
breeding, the man who converted thp plaino 
of I'-ie" South \\'ales from sheep walks to 
grana1·ies, the man who n1ade rnore <:ontri
lmtions to the production of wheat ill A u'
tralia than a]] other indiYiduals combined. 
Yet he had to die to achieve remembrance. 
\Ye !raYe a man in Queensland, JHr. Soutter, 
vvhc.-,e \YOrk co1nparcs n1ore than favourah]~
with the work that is being done by a I! the 
plaJ:t breeders in other parts of ~\mtraiia, 
ltlOl'P particn!arly the Southern plant 
brePclers. A suggestion was made that there 
~hould be ~on1c ir~terC'hangeable infonuation. 
soaw opportunity for Mr. Soutter to check 
his <.vork in the JighL of experience of 
lJreeders in the South. }3p}]t'Ying J\1r. Sontter 
\VU:;. on(~ of the n1ost valuable officer.-:; in thr: 
deparhncut. ahnost innncdiatcly after I took 
over the clepartnwnt ] sent for him and 
arranged for hin1 io check up the y,-hcat
Ln·cpfling work which 1vas b~..,ing doul ln 
oUwr States in the Cornmonwcalth. I1c v;cnl 
~1 far af-ield a;;; \Yeslc1n Australia and ::;a\Y 

the v;ork that 'va·, being done at tbp iu~ri
tnte jll South ~\._u,tral.ia. Yisited \Ti{'toria. 
cill•ckL·d up at CanLt'rra iu ::\"ew Soutl1 
\.\rale-.. and urtirnatcl'T-. after visiting dt(' 
GJcn lnllcs ru~t-rc~i~ting cxpPrirHental 
station hP rf'ttll'llPcl to Queensland. lie i" 
rot r:~n cgoti-:tical IDall. If he ha~ 011r~ 
failing it 1s the extraordinary rnode~ty tl10t 
OllP cr~countcrs in getting hirn to talk about 
]Jio \Ymk. \Yhen he returnccl I "ent for him 
nnd ct··l<erl him how hc fared. HL" tolcl m" 
h'' had instincti;·c!v followPd th>' linPs of 
work that \Yerc bcirig cOYcrcd by 111en in th(· 
SoEtlJcru States, and. as far as achien~n1eEt 
\Yas concerned, our ~';ork ('Onipared favour
ably with the work they were doing. It i' 
t;·ue that, as a result of that tour. he did 
learn sornething of the nH-~thod::; of c1Ja.rtin:..; 
and recording, with which he \Vrt~ 1~0t 
f;:uniliar and vd1ich he is now employing. 
saving thereby a great deal of clerical work. 
'J'he fact remai11s he is not without honom· 
in his O\Vll count.rv in his O\V!l lifctin1c; and 
I am delighted t~ know that it is so. It 
ruig-ht interest. hon. rrrernbcrs to know that 
50 ,,per cent. of tho total wheat wwn in 
Qu0ensland during the past three ye~rs k<' 
been Soutter wheats or of Soutter origin. 
There has been a decline in the growing of 
imported wheats, even of the Farrar types, 
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in fa,·our of the wheats 1\lr. Soutter has 
<·vohed. V\'e may take his latest types. 
Three Seas, and Sea Foam, two definite 
rust-rc~isting Yaricites that are giving excel
le:Jt promise in certain localities. That 
Lt·iugs me to the question of the justification 
of the continuance of the Bungeworgorar 
Stat'on Hon. members have suggested that 
it should J,e shifted nearer to the coast. l 
will franklv confess that was a question 
that iutrig1led n1e sorne time .ago. \\-~hen 
:VIr. :\Iilcs. who was sent overseas to gradu
atL• in agricultural genetics, returned to thls 
State. I sent him to Roma to check up the 
work that was being clone by 1\ir. Soutter. 
Let th rerncn1ber that iVIr. 11iles \Vas the 
latc·st n·cruit to the genetic.· branch of my 
dcpartmPnt and had been trained iri the 
bc"t uiii'.Tcrsities in England .and the most 
up-to-date experimental stations in the 
worlcl-Cornell London and Rothamstc<td. 
He came to Q~eenslancl 'fresh from triumphs 
in the field of ap-ricultural genetics aJ'd he 
went to Roma and came back to me and 
~·aid. "You haYe an inYaluable officer i11 
?.h. Soutter. Do not allow his work to be 
loot.., I asked him •to investigate this 
quc"tion of the transfer of the Roma <>xpcri
lllPntal farrn to tllP \\-heat ar0as. I also chs
cu -sed this malteJ· with :\Ir. Soutter. Let 
me put the facto clearly as they prest'Jlt 
t hcrm-ch·es to me. It is true that if there 
i.;: to bP any expansion of wheatgrowing it 
will he in the drier areas of the State. west 
and north of the Downs. The type of wheat> 
that we urgently require are the types that 
conlcl be adapted or would adapt thcmsehes 
to these new wheat localities. 

::\Ir. :MARER: Did the hon. gentleman see 
that a man at Theodore had got a crop of 
hYP h·c bags to the acre? 

The SRCR.ETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Y cs. I know of that. If that be the case, is 
there not a strong argument in favour of 
the retention of our primary breeding 
activit'' at Roma? I agree that there is a 
great rapacity for work to be accomplished 
on tLc Darling Do"\Yn~; ard because f ngrce 
I have translated my view into actual prac
tice. Hon members who have addressed 
themselves to this question apparently do 
not know that during the last two years Mr. 
Souttcer has not been attached exclusively to 
the Roma State Farm. He has been doing 
experimenl'al work on the different soil types 
and in different climates throughout the 
wheat-producing areas of our State. I 
believe that is a satisfactory compromise. 
'fhe original crosses are made at Roma. 
There arc very definite genetic reasons why 
+hmm crosses should be made at Roma. It 
is obvious that if one can produce successful 
crosses under the rigorous conditions that do 
prcYail at Roma, one will have more succe~s 
with that wheat when it is translated to the 
Dmyns. The policy we are following at the 
present time and have been pursuing for the 
past two years is that the cross-breeding 
work shall be done at Rorna. So soon as 
the crosses arc established thev are tried out 
in the various localities or! the Darling 
Downs. In this connection it is onlv fair to 
f'ay w~- haYe had the Yery hearty Co-opcra
tioll of certain gro,vers in our endeavour to 
acclimatise these wheats and adapt them to 
t h0 Downs. In that direction, I believe, 
lies the suecc-,s of our wheat-breeding policy. 
So far as I know, no State in the world is 
breeding its \vheat exclusively in one area. 
It has been found that wheats are particu-

larly susceptible to climatic variations. Hon. 
mPmbers will remember that when Mr. 
Farrar prodttced Federation, he bel!eved he 
had produced wheat of a fixed quahty ty[le, 
hut it was not very long before three dis
tinctive varieties of Federation were to be 
found possessing different milling qualities 
and different habits of growth, due enbrely 
to the influences of different climates on the 
original type. So it hfl;s .been 'Yith the many 
other varieties. The difficulty 1s to mamtam 
standardisation. Mr. Soutter is doing that 
in an admirable way. 

The queetion of rust has been raised. :\Ir. 
Soutter was aware that this was one of the 
most difficult of questions and demanded 
urgent wlution, and he proceeded to work 
nlmost entirely for a year or so on rust
resistant varieties. The way had been 
pioneered, but, unfortunately, ]\fr. Farrar, 
to whon1 I made reference earhor. who was 
engaged on son1e elaborate exiJorimental 
work in regard to r11st, did not live long 
enough to conclude his work. Unfortunately. 
too, Mr. Farrar did not inform anybody of 
the method upon which he worked. The 
consequence was that on the death of that 
gC'nl h:tnan thf' ''"hele work had to be un<ler
t:.:.kcn again. :Mr. Soutter has been a~le to 
make the longest survey of rmt-rc,Jstaut 
wheats. Hon. members should know that 1t 
tokes at least seven vears to stabilise a 
varietv. He has stabilised more than one 
variety that show distinctive promise so far 
as rust-resistant qualities are concerned. \Ve 
haYo everv reason to believe, and certainly 
every reason to hope, that J\1r. Souttor will 
be associated with the Department of Agri
culture in his yery groat undertaking for 
manv vears to come. I propose to continue 
the ;cheme that I have outlined. Mr. Soutter 
will be less and less at .l{oma and more ana 
mm·o on the acclimitisation, selection. and 
:esting campaign on trial plots and difterent 
coil types throngho11t the State. 

\not her qne,;tion that has been rai cd in 
this connection is one of plant breeding. 
Plant brccdi11g is ono of the 1nost interesting 
questions that hon. n1cmbcrs can discuss. 
Let us remember first and foremost that 
O\·ery plant and vegetation, in whatever form, 
is the result of evolution. These things 
have been adapted to man's use. The fact 
calls to mincl the celebrated caption over 
the portacs of the Los Angeles nursery 
conducted by the celebrated Luther Burhank, 
" \Y c are helping God in teaching nature 
to too the mark." Luther Burbank said 
that anything \Vas pc"ible, given skill, 
application, and £eal. \Ve believe it. He 
produced a bush-one might term it that
that grew potatoes under the ground and 
tomatoes on top. He crossed various berries 
and produced a comn1ercial article such as 
the loganberry. He improved the straw· 
berry, he grew fon·sts of plants, and he 
made contributions to forestry policy. These 
things indicate that although ::-.iature is a 
hard taskma'ter Nature can be constrained 
to toe' the mark, and intelligent direction 
\vill yield the desired result. In Queensland 
''"'' have an illimitable opportunity for plant 
breeding; we are just touching its fringe. 
We have a territory lying >tway to the 
nonh ~dliC"h the pessin1ists say cannot be 
used for anything but the growth of sug-ar 
c me on the coastal belt, with a little bit 
of dairying and maize production_ on the 
c\therton Tableland. The time w1ll come 
\\hen the plant breeder will adj nst vegeta
tion in such a way that the Northern areas 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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of our State will be amongst the most pro
ductivP, as they are at present amongst 
thP most fertile. I hope that every hon. 
member in this Chamber is seized of the 
importance of a vigorous policy of plant 
breeding and selection in order that we 
ma,- eYolve types that are necessary for the 
safe conduct of agriculture in Queensland. 

The hon. member for Nanango made some 
refe1erwe to fat lambs in conjunction with 
wheatgrowing. \Ve have given a good deal 
of" attention to this question during recent 
months, and hon. members may or may 
not be aware that about this time last 
vear, in order to demonstrate \rhether there 
;vas or was not a capacity within this State 
for tht• raising of fat lambs, :Mr. Carew, 
of HI' department, went South and acquired 
a. Ya-riety of English rams, including the 
Border Leicester, the English Leicester, the 
Shropshire, and the Dorset Horn. These 
\\Cr<' disuibutcd to suitable people through
out t' 1c prospective Jamb-raising areas of 
the State. vVe are carefully obtaining data 
and tabulating it as a result of those experi
ments. ~Ir. Sunners, of the Abattoirs, 
asmres me that Queenslaud is quite capable 
of producing a very large quantity of high
grade lambs. Therefore. the question is 
worth preserving with. "' e all know that 
wheat production in conjunction with lamb
raising has been a very satisfactory indus
trv in the Riverina and many other parts 
of the wheat-producing areas of the Com
monwealth. 

::\Ir. BAllxES: It is practised to some extent 
on the Darling Downs. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL"LTURE: 
1 admit that it is practised on the Darling 
DO\nJs. but if anv hon. member were to 
ask anv farmer o'r any group of farmers 
.,·hat w~.s the best type, the most economical 
type. and the quickest maturing type of cross
hrcc•d he would get a vanety of answers, 
based on the limited experience of the indi
viduals concerned. 

:\Ir. GoDFllEY MoRGAK : Thev know all 
about it in the Southern States: 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Dilfcrenr districh use a different type of 
crossbred sheep. For instance, the Riverina 
district utilises the Border Leicester-Merino 
cro>S n•ry frequently. In the Xew England 
district they utilise the Southdown-Merino 
era". and coming nearer the coast there 
is used the Corricdale-Dorset Horn cross. 
Some districts require one type, whilst other 
district-s require another type. and it is 
our task at the present time to find out 
ju>t what is the proper type to be utilised 
in fat lamb raising in this State. Already 
we an~ coming practically to the conclusion 
that the best types to be utilised in this 
Btnte are the Southdown-Th1erino and the 
Dorset Horn-11erino crosses. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORG\K: Anv of the crosses 
that >OU have mentioned will do well where 
Jamb~ can be raised. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That i.' not so. I shall give the hon. mem
ber another example. In South Australia, 
"hen they have a certain set of climatic 
conditions, they are using the lYierino-Dorset 
Horn cross, but in districts in New South 
\Yales they do not like the Dorset Horn 
becau-,e it is not economical. Our problem 
is to ascertain what is the most economical 
crossbreed and the quickest maturing cross
breed to be used in the various agricultural 

[Hon. F. W. Btdcock. 

disti·icts of this State. That work will be 
pro'ecuted with vigour, and I hope that 
WP shall be able in the near future to sub
mit some data to the lamb raisers and other 
people interested in the matter in this State. 

Item (State Farms and Gardens) agreed 
to. 

~IJSCELLANEOT:S SERVICEP. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 

(Hon. F. \V. Bulcock, Burcoo): I move-
" That £7,000 be granted for ' Miscel

laneous Services.' " 

1'Jr. WALKER (Gooroora) [7.42 p.m.]: This 
Yote includes an appropriation for the St. 
Lucia training farm for boys. This farm 
was established to train boys to engage in 
farm work, but in my opinion the institution 
has now gone far enough. It has proved 
to be a failure. At the present time we have 
officers of the department endeavouring to 
got boys to g·o to St. Lucia to learn the 
rudiments of farming. ·'I'he establishment 
of this training farm for boys never appealed 
to me as a great innovation where boys could 
bo taught country life. The best way to 
give boys a knowledge of country life and 
teach them the work of a farm is to select 
a certain number of farmers and place a 
number of selected boys with them. It would 
be the dutv of these farmers to educate these 
bovs m general agriculture and dairying 
pursuits. Care could be taken in the selec
tion not onl v of the farmers but also of 
the boys, and-- even if the expenditure was as 
gn~at as is now incurred at this training 
school, the Government would have the satis
faction of knowing that the boys \Vould be 
getting a land education. The training of 
these boys could take place under the super
vision of an officer of the department. This 
officer could be deputed to visit the farms 
at various times. inspect the work being- done 
bv the bovs and a book in which the nature 
of the boy's work could be entered, and in 
every way gi\--e encouragement for the educa
tion of the bovs for the land. Such a 
scheme would b·e preferable to the present 
one. It would result in the bovs' land 
edncation being more complete. For 
instance. the mixed farmer would be one 
who did not engage solely in wheat or 
dairying production, but one who engaged 
in general farming in addition. Boys 
would get a very complete land education on 
such farms. If at the end of a period it 
appeared as if the education of the boy 
was backward it could be continued for an 
additional period on the farm or he could 
be transferred to another farm. This scheme 
of training could be worked in conjunction 
with the Department o£ Public Lands, and 
when the bov was old enough and it was 
considered that he was fit to start out on his 
own account, the department could see that he 
was allotted a certain area of land. At 
St. Lucia a bov will learn less about the 
land than a mitn would, and neither will 
learn as much in a given period as he would 
on a mixed farm. Under m-,- suggestion the 
bovs' minds would be moulded in the right 
di~ection and the:· would be ultimately 
adapted for the land. In actual farm work 
they would learn how to plough. and how to 
grow crops in addition to all the necessary 
work about the farm, such as the splitting 
of timber, the falling of trees, and the erec-
tion of fences. -

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He is 
taught all those things at St. Lucia. 
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Mr. Vv ALKER: That mav be so. I saw 
an i!l<J.'tration of a gate built by a boy 
at St. Lucia, and that illustration showed 
that the stav rod had been fixed the wrong 
way. Another illustration depicted the brace 
·placed in the opposite direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The boy 
II1U't L~ve been a left-handed boy. 

:Ylr. WALKER: 'l'hat shows that the 
instrudion has been left-handed. I want to 
>re ttue boys placed on farms with practical 
farmers in order to get practical instruction, 
allCl at the same time be under the over
hight of departmental officers so that they 
will be fully protected. St. Lucia has given 
the bovs a certain amount of information 
and has served its purpose. It is preferable 
that a more practicable scheme should be 
inaugurated so that at the end of two or 
three years the boy-learner will be fitted 
to go en a farm of his o'Yn. 

ProYision is made in this vote for the 
dewlopment of scientific inYestigations. That 
brings us within the category of the Y eerong
pill~· Animal Health Station. I mention 
this in order to give the Minister an oppor
tunity of replying to certain statements which 
have been made in this Committee--

Tl"' TE:VIPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I \muld rc·mind the hen. member that there 
is a spe< ial vote for the Animal Health 
Station. 

Mr. WALKER: The Minister desires an 
opportunity of replying to certain statements. 
The Yeerongpilly Animal Health Station is 
conne< ted \vith the scientific side of the 
dairying industry. Therefore, I take it I 
'ball '"' in order in discussing this matter. 
I shr.uld like the Minister to state when he is 
nwkinr his reply how many bulls treated 
at thi< .ration have died. Kumerous com
plaints have been made during the last 
month re!-iarding the number of animals that 
haw died. 

TE':\IPORARY CHAIR:VIAN: Order: 
rdcmbr.r must know that there is a 

'ore for the matters \Yhich he is now 

J\Ir. \VALKER: I am really only doing it 
in oblif!c the Minister. (Laughter.} I really 
think that a fair trial having been given to 
the Fnrm Training School at St. Lucia the 
time ha.•- come when the Government should 
sa v t h;,t the first loss is the last loss. It 
i< 'a lino ideal for the Government to educate 
Loy< fo1· farm work, but the experiment at 
Sr. Lucia has failed. Lot the boys be placed 
with Lnnwrs of respectable character, men 
\Yho the game and have been successful. 
J.pr boys also be supcniscd by the de-
partmcd. for I have no wish that they 
should be sent out indis01·iminately. If what 
I ''ere done, I venture to suggest 
ihnt Pr two or three years' experience on 
mi-.:c.-1 farms the bo.1·s would be 100 per cent. 
<'fiir·ir·,d. 

:\r,.. '.;CJDFREY MORGAN (Jlurilla) [7.49 
r•.m. I: I am one of those who have had a 
fair <JnJount of experience in regard to boys, 
nor onl":"" ln securing employment for them 
in rrtY oh·n electorate. but also during the 
le>t r·· 0nly-fiYe years in employing boys on 
m~· own property. J\!Iany of my neighbours, 
too. ha;-e had boys from Brisbane and from 
th<· nl<l country, and whilst it would be 
impo,·· iblc to get lOO per cent. of farmers 
to treat their boys exactly as they should 

be treated, I am satisfied that in 95 per cent. 
of the cases which came under my notice 
the boys had been exceptionally well treated. 
The bov has been taken into the home of 
the farmer with whom he was working, slept 
in that home, had meals at the same table, 
and enjoyed the same fare as the farmer 
and his familv. 

It was state'd this afternoon from the other 
side of the Committee that on account of the 
low wages received by boys working on 
farms, they have very little opportunity of 
ever becoming farmers. I could give the 
names of forty or fifty boys who have been 
employed on farms and stations in the 
Murilla electorate and who to-day own their 
own properties. They saved their money, 
and remember that the farmer does not have 
a picture show to visit every night. ·with 
the exception of the amount spent on 
clothes and the expense of attending the 
local show or sports in their own dis· 
trict, the boys on the farms have very 
little need to spend money. Many farmers 
pay the boys every six months; in fact, some 
settle up every twelve months. In my own 
particular case the boy is paid every week 
if he so desires, but my experience is that 
they prefer to allow their money to accumu
late until Christmas or Kmv Year, when a 
settlement takes place. In the intervening 
period any clothing that the boys may 
require is obtained as cheaply as possible 
bv the farmers concerned and debited to the 
accounts of the boys. 

Mr. \V. T. Knw: Ko one has accused the 
hon. member of not treating the boys pro
perly. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am refuting 
the suggestion made from the other side of 
the Committee that boys are not treated 
properly. Very often the boy who is receiY
ing 15s. a week and keep will have saved 
£25 to £30 per annum. In my own experi
ence I have advertised for boys and some 
thirty or forty have come to interview me 
at the city hotel where I haYe been staying. 
I would talk to them and eventually select 
the hoy that I thought was healthy, strong, 
intelligent, and likely to make a goo,d 
farmer's bov. For the first week or two of 
his stay on the farm the boy might be some
what downhearted, probably because it was 
his first absence from home, but generally 
the farmer's wife takes an interest in the 
boy and bestows every care and attention on 
him. After six months or twelve months 
on the farm the boy may revisit his home in 
Brisbane, but in many cases not a week 
elapses before he wants to get back to the 
farm. He comes down to town and renews 
acquaintance with the conditions under 
which he lived for vears. He visits his 
parents or friends, a'i::td, although he may 
have two or three weeks' holiday, in the 
rnaj ori ty of cases he returns to the farm 
after a week. I do not say that there are 
not cases where the boy dislikes farm life, 
and returns to the city. A boy who, does not 
like the farm life is better in the city. The 
majority of boys do not wish to return to tho 
city after they have spent six months -on a 
farm. 

It has been stated by hon. members oppo
site that the wages that are offered to these 
boys are not such as would attract them to go to a farm. Even if they start at 10s. a 
week, it is better than working in a factory 
or any other job in the city, other than a 
position in the public service. In the 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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majority of instances the boy who enters 
employment in the city receives 12s. 6d. In 
the country he starts off at 10s., 12s. 6d., or 
15s., and in most cases 15s. a week, with 
keep. The boy is able to utilise the whole 
of that 15s. in order to provide himself with 
clothing. Farmers are allowed an amount 
of £1 a week by the Commissioner of Taxes 
for the keep of these boys; so in most cases 
the bov is receiving a wage of £1 15s. a 
week. ·A boy of fifteen or sixteen years of 
age will eat as much as an adult. In addi
tion, the washing is always done for these 
boys. They are also provided with com
fortable sleeping quarters. I think £1 15s. 
a week is a very good wage for a boy who 
comes from the city and who is not con
wrsant with farm work. In some cases a 
cow's leg may be broken owing to the fact 
that the boy has forgotten to take the leg
rope off before he opens the bail to let the 
cow out ; but the farmer puts up \Yith it 
all because he is training the lad, and 
Hentually that boy is capable of doing use
ful work. That is a different picture from 
the one that was painted this afternoon, 
when it was suggested that the boy was 
,. or ked like a slave. I admit the boy is 
a>kcd to get up at daylight, because that is 
the hour the farmer and his family rise; 
but although he gets up at that hour he 
does not work all through the day. If it is 
~~ wet day-unless he is working on a dairy 
farm-he does not go out in the bush to 
.,, ork, but he may do a little work in the 
,-hcd oiling the harness. The boy may some
times a~sist at a muster on Sundays; but 
if he goes a\vay for a day to attend the 
show or races, or returns to his home for a 
holiday of a weak or a fortnight, the 
majority of farmers do not deduct anything 
from his \Yages. Generally speaking, the 
people on farms and grazing properties are 
of a decent type and treat the boys excep
t wnally welL There may be odd cases of 
p~ople who arc not fitted to exercise super
nswn over a boy; but one swallow does not 
IJHtke a surnrncr. Speeches such as were 
de_livercd by some hon. members opposite 
t h1s afternoon wlll have harmful effects bv 
ea using parents to regard farmers as unfitted 
to bo trusted with the supervision of their 
·'·"'· The Minister has enough difficulty at 
present 111 gettmg boys to go to the training 
farm. I do not obJect to the :i1inister giving 
those. boys a certam amount of training
to achtng them to nde, for instance-but I 
P~lggest that he work in conjunction with 
1i1c State schools at the large centres of 
population. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: I am 
doing so. 

:\h. GODFREY NIORGAN: Perhaps not 
in this direction; in order to teach bovs to 
ride, thoro should be a riding class at every 
uty State school. 

_C\.t 8 p.m., 

:\(t·. IY. 'l'. Kew (Jiarcc), one of the panel 
of Tr•ntporary Chairmen, 1elieved l\lr. Gled
. on in the chair. 

:\lr. UODFREY 'YIOHGAK: I should like 
to see eYery bo.v in this city able to ride. 
Hidin,Q' is good recreation and a great 
expcnence, and the lads in the city should 
Le able to go once a 1vcek und ride a hor~e. 
Ir \Yonlcl do an enormous amount of good. 
Tlw tranung the boys are getting at St. 
Lucia Is a con1monccm_cnt to a farn1ing 
career, and, no doubt, 1t does help them. 

[iHr. Morgan. 

A number of the lads coming from Great 
Britai11 have had no training at all rn the 
industrial towns in which they were re"rcd. 
They ha vc not had the opportunity of m· en 
seeing cattle. I remember one instance of a 
young Scottish lad who did not know that 
bulls could not be milked. I was present 
and heard the remark myself. Five or· ,ix 
cow,; brought in to be milked and were 
followed into the milking-yard by a bull. 
When the milking operations were finished 
the lad asked whether they didn't milk the 
bull. That is exactly what occurred. Com
ing from an industrial centre he had not had 
an O]Jportunity of seeing cattle of any 
description. That shows hon. membe" the 
class of boys we obtain, but the peculiarity 
is that such lads generally make the best 
farm hands, because they have not Lecn 
spoilt. For mvself, I would sooner have a 
boy who was~ unable to ride a hor:,e or 
milk a cow than one who has been in one 
of those institutions where they hav" been 
trained in the wrong way. One can lrain 
the raw lad as one desires. Once a bo-. has 
been trained in the wrong method ·it '" 
difficult to correct his faults. His [anlts 
become a habit. The opportunities of 
making good on the land are equal to tl:o,n 
that obtained twenty or thirty years ago, 
if a bov or a man has the ambition to 
become ~the owner of his own property. 
Because the Darling Downs country h .. s all 
been developed is no reason for sayins- th>tt 
there is a lack of opportunity. vVe have 
millions of acres of better land than tl1c 
Darling Dm1·n<- where the ambitious young 
1uan can 1nake good. EYery opponunit. that 
existed years ago exists to-day. And ~peak
ing of the opportunities of the pa.-t. I 
remen1ber a man con1ing to Queen;:;Jand fron1 
Victoria at the same time as mvsolf. He 
had just sufficient monev to pay hi' 'ray 
owr. Ho got work splitting posts .at 12s. 6d. 
a hundred. Eventuallv he took on the f,-nc
ing of certain property. \Yith his savings 
he started on a small property o£ 1.200 
acres. He then went in for the ballot of the> 
Saltern Creek lands and was fortnna to 
enough to draw a block. He wld ont his 
property for something like £4,000 or £5,000 
and took up the property he had dnnrn. 
'fo-day that man is worth something like 
£20,000. This shows that there were oppor
tunities in the past, and similar opportnr~1rie.;; 
exist to-day. 

The J'dinistcr has complained of diffi-
culty of getting boys to take up course 
of training provided at St. Lucia. I warn 
him that it will be of no ,n-ail to •·:Jtice 
countrv boys to that training r entre. The 
conntr\· lad would secure a better rum] 
traini1i'g on a far1n. At the present mon1cnt 
I \\·ould have no difficulty in placing fifteen 
or twentv bo,·s. fifteen to seYcntcen '.-ears 
of age, absolut"ly ignorant of farm ,~·ork, 
Oll farms at 10s. to 15s. a \YeCk. ! am 
rccciyjng letters constnntlv fron1 people 
rt'qucsting me to find them. lads. There is 
any amount of '"'ork in the rountrY for the 
right <"lass of boy, tlw lad \Yho is ·Pl'l'parecl 
to rough it a little. lt is net a~l .. bec1· and 
skittles" for a lad when he goes to work 
in the countn. He has to rise carlv in the 
morning. \'(hilst he may have to' up 
\\'ith the for-,ds he gencrall? goLs brd 
Yt:ry early; he is healthy and :3tro1lg. and 
abl8 to dO his \York. I Can rei.a/1 an iuci
dcnt of a man \Yho worker] on a farm. <llld 
after being there for two or three weeks 
he asked the farmer's wife where dte got 
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the • ,md upon being told that they 
!Jy the fo\\ ls on the farm he 
astonishment, and replied that 

never· seen a fowl on the place. He 
'll u .:cu•tomed to rising and retiring 

>tt '""h hours that he failed to see anv 
fmd' about. In my own case, when I go 
hom•· I like to retire at about half-past 
eight. hut when I am in the city I am not 
in bc·d rmtil a much later bout'. (Laughter.) 
WhiH 1 am in the bush I am unable to 
sleep after daylight, and immediately the 
sun rises I mnst jump out of bed. In the 
cit.y it is all so clifierent. \Ve want the boys 
to h the good, healthy life of the coun-
t n. I hope that the Minister \vi!! suc-
<:eecl gctt ing many boys to go to the 
conntrv where they can lead this healthy 
life. · 

:Yir. S\YAYJ\i'E (Jliruni) [8.8 p.m.]: I 
.think ;hat \\e are all agreed that one of 
the greatest problems confronting us to-day 
i, wha.t to do \Yith our boy' as they approach 
manhood. Apparently there is a difference 
of opinion as to the methods that should be 
pur~ued in properly catering for the boys. 
I unckrstood the :Minister to say that he 
wac of the opinion that the best method was 
to pa:-'~'. tlH~rn through a GoYernn1ont institu
tutio!!, p(·thn.ps to bccorne socialised to son1e 
extent. whil>r on the other hand hon. mem-
bers this side hold to tho Yiew that it 
would best in the interest:< of the boys 
if they were sent direct to work on the 
[arm,. I oa.mrot help feeling that the latter 
,-icw is right, and I am fortif1ed in that 
opinimJ by a nurnbcr of illu~trations that 
l am about to giYe. I know of two young 
!JlPJJ at. the present tirne ·who went direct 
hont I>i;:;bane to jobs on sugar farms. 
Tiu i' ':"t work was to assist about the 

tc milk cows, etc., for which they 
lOs. a week; Lut in the course of 

\YL·ck·~· they were a.blc to engage in 
work on the farm, for which they were 
pald a, .>·age at ~ugar ·workers' award rates 
lll __ (L1JtJon to the 10s. a week for other 
cl ut;,'· L'he first lad, wlJO had been engaged 
in tl1i· ,,_ ork for thrPe yearf', has reached 
the age of nineteen years, is in receipt of 
£3 19s. 6d. a week. less £1 3s. 6d. a week 
for h1:-> kcop, and ·is working for another 
farmc I can recall to mind the case of 

kd sixteen year' of age who was 
· a -drapery e~tahlishment 

"' before he was retrenched. 
Be ·,,-a, entirely ignorant of farm \York, 
JJc• Lfld ncYcr milked a cow, and I 
do ,,,, rhink he had eYcn looked a 

face. \\'hen !w first c,mre on 
h" received a wage of 10s. a 
\YUs afterwards increased to 

12s. 6d. a \HOIL Later on he \Yas able to 
cnga\.! in the \\Ork on the fann for an 
1tour ( r t'so each day, for which he received 
l he ",., ~rd rate of pay. At the present 
time J ' is \'i'Ol'king us a. contract cane cutter 
c-arnillf:" up to £15 and £16 a fortnight, less 
£1 3'. !j,], a week for his keep. \Yill the 
.I.Iiui contend that he could ha,·e done 
lwttcr thnn that with those boys? I doubt 
H'l'\' lJ!W·h if he could haYe done as well. I 
1uJ0',\ c1i anoth<~r case o£ a young lad \YOrk

lllf:!' a farn1 \Yho did not want to be a 
fanner. At the m1d of hi~ terrn on the 
fam: h· had saYed £50. and, with the aid 
of :--OI!lf' :u1oncy contributed by his parents, 
he "'" a blo to pay for his articles in a 
f;Olicitor'~ office. He is no'v one of the 1nost 
suco<·,-ful solicitors, and ha- one of the best 
practices in Queensland. These lads went 

out i!l the first place entirely ignorant of 
farm work. but in three or four years they 
were able to work themseh·es into remunera
tive positions. Onf' is now receiving the 
a ward rate, one is earning £15 to £16 
a fortnight at canecutting, and the other is 
a solicitor. 

These boYs came direct from Brisbane to 
the farm ~vithout any experience obtained 
in a Government institution like St. Lucia. 
The trouble, I am afraid, is that many of 
the boys in Brisbane loath anything of the 
nature of country work. The employers of 
the second lad I spoke of, the one who is 
now getting £15 or £16 a fortnight, desired 
to engag·e another boy. They wrote down 
to an employment agency in Brisbane and 
ihc replv was that the Brisbane boys did not 
like to 'go so far ~orth; yet the two boys 
who went North previously are earning· 
upwards of £4 a week and £7 or £8 a week 
respcctiYelv. Those are the possibilities open 
to a lad ,\·ho cares to take on a job on a 
Lllw farm. If they proye themselves to be 
steady industrious lads then the moment 
they get too big for their first jobs they can 
Pit lH'r become canecutters or obtain a week! v 
job on the farm at award rates. -

2\Ir. EDvVARDS (Tanango) [8.13 p.m.]: 
\Y c· are passing through a period of which 
the ~Iinister should take verv careful notice. 
Ile has sent an officer of 'his department 
among the parents on the North Coast to 
induce them to send their sons to the St. 
Lucia training farm. \Vc are now approach· 
ing· the busiest months in the dairy 
indu~trv aud 1nixcd fanning. rThercfore. 
there is a great demand for boys for mixed 
fann~. Even if St. Lucia training farm has 
been of some adYantage I suggest to the 
1\IiJlister that he get into touch with tho 
imprctors of the Agricultural Bank, who 
know a ver!'- big percentage of the fanners 
in the' districts where they arc working. In 
fact. they know the farmers from one end 
of the district to the other, whether they 
are client' of the bank or not. They can 
furni,h the Minister with information as to 
opportunities for placing boys with farmers. 
and how the bovs 1.1 ill fare with them. I 
sug·g·est that he should hold his hand for the 
time being in respect of the St. Lucia train
ing farm. otherwise he will lose a splendid 
opportunity of placing a large number of 
Lo~·s on farms. If he places a number of 
l:oys on the St. Lucia training farm just now, 
at the end of six months \Yhen their period 
of training- expires the winter months will 
lw approaching, which are the slackest period 
of the year on a farm. Ho ·,yill not then have 
tl1e came opportunity of placing boys in 
positions and in good homos as ho now has. 
\\'hen a boy \vas placed with a farmer under 
rny surrgestion the bank inspector could inter
Yicw the farmer in or-der to see that the 
hclV' s welfare. both on the farm and in the 
lroine. was looked after in every possible 
\vav. This is a means whcrebv the :Minister 
cotild heln the farming comrnunity and the 
Shto also' by getting unemployec! boys plac_ed 
m !he countrv. If those bovs drd not desrre 
to remain in "tho country the knowledge they 
gained "·ould stand to them in good stead 
in after life. Their experience in the coun· 
try would develop initiatiYe. 

If the bo,· on a farm gets lost in a pad
dock he has to find his way out, and if he 
has difficulty in mounting a horse he has 
to ovt~rcome that difficulty. In that wav 
he develops self-reliance and independence 

Jl.1r. Edwards.] 
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that will be an asset to him throughout his 
life. I do not believe in pampering boys 
at every turn, although some hon. members 
on the Government side apparently think 
otherwise. Consider any of the men who 
have made their mark in the world and you 
will find that their early training has con
tributed in no small degree to making them 
the real men that they are. The boy with 
independence does not want to be pampered 
and humbugged. The opportunity is await
illg the Minister to do something in regard 
to settling the,,e boys on farms, and the 
opportunity should be seized at once, because 
when the crops are harvested and winter 
comes tho opportunity may not be present. 
The Minister would do well to try to encour
age parents to allow their sons to take posi
tions on the land, and if their employment 
is supervised by the Agricultural Bank 
inspector of the district in which they work 
all difficulty will be overcome. Once the 
boys get accustomed to life in the country 
they will love the open air life and the 
healthy natural conditions under which they 
work; there will be no fear of their return
ing to the cities. 

i\lr. BRASSI:\IGTO~ (Fortitude T'alleyl 
l8.20 p.n1.j: To listen to the remarks of hall. 
members opposite, one would imagine they 
had a monopoly of consideration for the 
weifare of the young people to whom employ
ment is given on farms. Before I proceed to 
deai with several points raised by hon. 
members opposite, I dec'ire to congratulate 
the JYiinister personally, and also the Govern
ment, for the very fine scheme inaugurated 
at St. Lucia. It is highly desirable that 
the best training should be given to boys so 
that in the battle of life they may face 
fearlessly the problems that require solu
tion, first in their own interests and secondly 
in the interests of the State. ·whilst the 
scheme at St. Lucia is one to be commencleJ 
I wi'h to add that perhaps the Minister 
could investigate the possibilities of first 
training these boys for a life on the land, 
and then ut the completion of their period 
of training settling them on suitable areas 
of land throughout the State. The Govern
ment might well give consideration to that 
~uggestion. 

J\lr. EDWARDS : Put them on to Beer
burrum, as you di cl the others ! 

:\1r. BRASSINUTO:'\ : Apparently the 
vision of the hon. member is so restricted 
that he can sec only a comparatively few 
miles from the citv. I have in mind 
thousands of acres of excellent countrv in 
the ,,-cstern districts of the State, a1Jd I 
commend the advisability of trained boys 
being given the opportunity to demonstrate 
the practicability of their knowledge. 

It is noteworthy that despite the 
critici:3m of hon. nH:>Inbers opposite \Tictorja 
recognise"~ the excellence of the schcrnc- llO\V 

in operation at St. Lucia, as the foilov:in~ 
extract from the " Courier-Mail " of thP 
14th June last will indicate:-

" R-cRAL TRAINIKG FOR BoYs. 
'' QUEEKSLA:\D"S LEAD. 

"rictor-ian Project. 

' lYlelbourne, 14th J uno. 
'' Following Queensland's exan1ple, ·vic

toria is preparing to launch a compre
hcneive sybtem of rural training for boys 
under the aegis of the State Employ-

[Jlr. Edwards. 

ment Council. The training will be for 
six months-similar to that in the north
ern State-in one of the following rum! 
industries dairying, dried fruits, fruit
growing, '1nixed farming, wheatgrowing, 
or sheep farming. After the completion 
of training, the employers will te 
invited to engage trainees for a further 
period at such wages as may be furttJCl' 
agreed upon between the moYement ,.,,cl 
the employer. 

"Farmers, orchardists, and other,; who 
are willing to train boys between fourteen 
and twenty years will be invited to apply 
to the local vocational committees. 
Generally the scheme follows the prin
ciples laid down by Queensland in regard 
to housing. board and lodging, and otiJe1· 
details." 

Hon. members oppo1site, particularly the 
hon. member for Murilla, on every po,;ible 
occasion, not m:!ly in this Committee but also 
in the 'House, make a po·int of cc.trnparing 
Victoria with (~ueensland ; and the hon. 
member for JYiurilla at any rate always 
decides in fayour of Victoria. If that State 
is as progressive as the hon. membct :-:ng
gests, I recommend this statement from rho 
daily press to him as demonstrating that the 
arguments he has put f<:<rward to-night are 
n~t justified. 

Mr. GoDFREY l\IORG.\K: I never met>limlCd 
Victoria to-night. 

Mr. BRASSINGTOX: The hon. member· 
was Minister for Transport in the last 
Government, and, instead of giYing prd'er
encc to a local n1an. he went to ·vi-ctrn·iiJ, 
to engage a hig-h official fo~· the managemeut 
of a certain branch of the raih\·ay 01en·ice. 
The point I am making is this: why llHiulge 
in cheap political propaganda for thP pur
pose of discrediting this very fine institlttion 
at St. Lucia '1 Whv not be fair and honest 
and admit that this scheme is so sound and 
successful that the State fro1rn ,-hich the hon. 
member came is now adopting the ide 

Mr. GODFREY ::V1oRGAK: I did nGt cor,•lellln 
the St. Lucia training farm. 

l\lr. BRASSIKGTON: I have a wMci m· 
two to say on the points the hou. mc·1uber 
stressed to-night. The hon. member painted 
a rather rosy picture of the conditions 
obtaining on propcrt1e" in \V estC'rn Qnc·cns
lond. I desire to join issue witli the hon. 
member. Owing to the practical expni
cnce I have had in the direction h, has. 
referred to and the memories that rc11ain 
,,-ir.h me of the things I have experiNtc-ecl, 
I cannot whole-heartedly snppqrt the hon. 
nu~mber. I a1n fan1iliar with the eond~ticns 
that th" hon. member endeayoun to "'ii
get'-t are perfect. 

I know the conditions that have opn«t•·d 
for years past. and I know they arc 'till 
operating despite what hon. lllPn11er;:.. llJay 
say to the contrary. and tll£~ f;:tct r]wt t 1·o t~ 
('Jnditions rcnntin is suffici0nt argume-nt wh:v 
the Industrial Court in this State shnnlcl 
OJWratc in the interests of those cmpl0:·ecl 
upon llroperties throughout the IY ect. It is 
all Yerv well to advise the :i'dini,tcr not to 
be tOio ·keen in connection with the cond itia1B 
1mder ,,-hich these boys should be ene;a<!cd 
after they haYe completed their training. 
I urge upon the :\1inister the nece•sit .. for 
careful :-.crutiny of each agrecn1ent coYr~riug 
boys who leave that farm for employme11t 
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on farms and stations throughout Queens
land. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Anybc,dy can see that you 
do not want the boys to go out on farms. 

Mr. BRASSINGTOX: The hon. member 
£ays I do not desire that the boys should 
go out on farms. I say here to-night to 
any young man in the city that if he is 
f'eeking opportunity my advice to him is 
to go out tu. the \Vest or the North. I am 
in favour of young people going out to 
carve out their own destiny; but at the 
same time I contend that thev should have 
ampie protection and a fair" deal. Hon. 
mcuJbors opposite have sought at all times 
to rnisrepre,ent the Government's policy. I 
desire• to remind hon. members opposite that 
for :· 0ars they have asked that boys be 
traiJJed, but they forget the important fact 
that after such boys had worked for a long 
period and received little in return for their 
labour, and when they were fit to take thP 
place of men, hon. members opposite were so 
l'Oncr rned for their \velfare that they abol
islwd the Industrial Court award covering 
tlwir conditions throughout various indus
triPs. That is an indication of the co,ncern 
felr hon. members opposite for these boys 
aft(·r haYP 'vorkcd on farms and station~ 
for a number of years. 

:VI,·. RussELL: Your party is doing :very 
lirr:u f·or the boys. 

:\Tr. BHASSINGTON: The hon. member 
say· this party has -done very little for the 
boy>. There are many men who are enjoy· 
inp: decent wages and protection from the 
Industrial Court and were it not for the 
efforts of this party that court would not be 
gi:viLg them the protection they are enjoying 
to-day. I would join issue with hon. mem
lwrs when they say we arc not desirous of 
gi:ving the boys a chance. I certainly stand 
for higher principle than that of hon. 
me m ber,s opposite, when they passed the 
alllcndment of the Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act that provided that after a 
l•ov lmd sened his period of apprenticeship 
and ··as a practical tradesman. he should have 
to work for eighteen months at a rate lower 
tha" that paid to artisans. These are the 
gc•JJrlc•men who to-day claim to be the friends 
of ri"' bovs. I ask hon. members of this 
Co,,mittee. and the people outside to judge 
ilwm 011 their past record and effort. They 
will rcmemlwr that hon. members opposite, 
who professinrr to be the friends of the boys 
to-JJlght, arc thP very men who in the past 
111ade everv cnd0avour to break down indus
trial condi"tions and keep wages as low and 
hours as long as possiblP. It is no use their 
c•ncleavouring to wipe out definite facts. 

)lr. DEACOX: How many men do you 
f'mploy? 

1\Ir. BRASSINGTO:\: I will be quite 
fait' and candid. Owing to employers of 
the "alibre of the hon. member who has 
int»rjected, throughout mv earlv life I never 
had the opportunity of making enough money 
to I r· able to employ anyone, ev0n in later 
)'Par,;. Owing to their definite policy of low 
wave3 and long hours I never had an oppor
tnnity of being able to employ anyone, and 
con~cquently am the target for their sneers 
and their boasting to-night. 

:'llr. KEXXY: Manv men that had onlv the 
same chance rnade ~good. ~ 

:'11r. BRASSINGTON: I would say that 
whilst, I never had the opportunity of making 

money, neither would I stoop to some of the 
mean, despicable practices that are to-day 
indulged in to make money. I am pleased 
to be in this Committee to say a word on 
behalf of men who had to undergo the same 
conditions as myself during my early years 
in the west of Queensland. 

Mr. KENNY: You were too busy agitating. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Admitted. I was 
too busy agitating. Whilst conditions were 
had and the working men were not receiving 
their just dues, I aligned myself with them 
and made every endeavour in my power to 
obtain better conditions. So long as it is 
possible for me so to do, I will make every 
effort to right any wrong and if the condi
tions of which hon. members opposite are 
boosting to-night are ever again imposed I 
will continue that agitation. I conclude by 
asking the people outside this Committee not 
to be drawn from the issue by the statements 
made by hon. members. 

Mr. EDWARDS: You know pretty well they 
\\ill not take much notice of you. 

~1r. BRASSINGTON: I admit that, per
haps, people of intelligence of the hon. 
member would not. I am appealing to the 
intelligent section of the community. 'When 
the opportunity comes to the people they 
will endorse the policy of this Government 
and thev will remember the ruinous policy 
put into effect by hon. members opposite. 
TheY will keep them where they deserve to 
be for all time, in the cold shades of Opposi
tion. 

Mr. FOLEY (Normanby) [8.34 p.m.]: It is 
quite evident from the remarks of hon. mem
bers opposite who have spoken on this matter 
that they have no intention whatever of 
giving any credit either to the Government 
or the Minister for initiating the St. Lucia 
Training Farm for Boys. From their tone 
it is quite evident that they do not want the 
farm. The fact that the Government have 
r>stablished the farm and are turning out 
much more useful boys than they otherwise 
would-have been is apparently very distasteful 
to hon. members opposite. The hon. member 
for Cooroora argued that the better thing 
would be to " scrap " the farm and allow 
the bovs to take their chance and get out and 
rough· it. put up with the hardships of the 
bush, and eventually they would be broken 
in and become useful bush workers. I take 
it that the average farmer in Queensland 
to-day appreciates what is being_ done by the 
Minister aud the Government m an endea
vour to a-ive instruction in the rudiments of 
farming "to the young boys who are nomin
ated to the St. Lucia farm. so that at least 
thev will have some training which will 
enable them to take up their duties with 
some farmer in this State. I take it that is 
the main object tha.t the Governnwnt had 
in establishing this farm. 

Surely to goodness hon. mem~ers opposite 
will be fair enough to recogmse the fact 
that aft·r a bov has had six months' train
ing in a school" like this he is much better 
fitted to take his part on a farm than a lad 
who goes out to a farm without any previous 
t•xpciienco and does not know at what end 
of the cow to commence milking or what 
e''d of the horse he should start to harness' 
I know that the custom in the past has been 
to allow the boy to take his chance, and 
that with many employers he has gcner· 
allv had a pretty rough time. I have been 
tln:ough the mill. I was reared in a country 

Mr. J!'oley.] 
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cFetrict. I had some knowledge of riding, 
nxe work, and other bush occupations in 
:-;tation work. 

:VIr. ED\YARDS: Did you ever break any 
hcrscs into the shafh? 

}Ir. FOLEY: Yes. I have broken in 
more horses than the hon. member, and I 
haw broken them in both for riding and 
harness. I have done more classes of bush 
work and I haYe done it more effectively, 
than' any member of the Opposition. I 
advise them not to cast any sneers at me, 
but to try them on someone else. I have 
some lmo\vledge of the subject that I am 
discussing, because, as I have stated, I have 
!wen through the mill. Dbpite the fact that 
I had a fair knowledge of the work required 
on a station. I as a lad received all tho 
J·cbuffs and all the abuses one could possibly 
recc'ive from that hard old pioneer in the 
Jlorthcrn part of the State, Mr. J. H. Clark. 
of Laurcnceloigh Station. Xo matte1~ how 
parly vou got out of bed, he considered that 
,ou ·should have been up earlier. and no 
rnnttcr what you did or ho·w dfcctivPly you 
did the .iob, it could ha,e been done better. 
I do not sa v that everv farmer would act. 
likP that to\vrrrds the ·boy::;, ThPre is no 
doubt that there are .,onlC Yt~r:v good farrners 
in Queensh ne!; but I hold that a lad who 
!Jas rcceiYcd a rough training for six n1onths 
ir: an appropriate school has a ntuch better 
chnncc of cal'rying out the job for the 
a yprago farn1er. 

Hon. members opposite lurvc stated that 
r, iter the aYerage boy has rf'cc·i \-cd a wage 
of 10- a week and his keep for a number 
of years he eventually will be able to start 
on his o\vn. I know of the r1.~e Df a young 
lad who has been through that period of 
training. I!P \vas reared in the vicinity of 
my l10rne at \Vest End, but his home is now 
at Coorparoo. The l\linister can have his 
naUJ<' printtely if l1e reqnirp::; it. Tbls lad 
ha~ ju:Jt cornp]ctccl soYen rnonths on a fann, 
and. accorcling to the story told by his 
ltlOthcr from letters written by the lad, he 
i:;; not receiving that 1nensure of treatment. 
to which hon. members opposite have 
rc,fcrred. I-Io has to conunence \York early 
in the morning, and he finishes at 8 o'clock 
n t night. His wages are 10s. a \Yeckj not 
1;::;, ur £1 a v<eck as hon. rucrnbers opposito 
-nggcst. \Yhilst he was there he received 
a kt ter from Canon Garland. asking hun to 
'" • c lti,; YYagcs whilst he was working until 
lH' had saved £200. \Vhen he had saved 
£200 he wcukl be able to purchase a farm 
for ltimsdf with the aiel of the various 
schemos launched bv the Government for 
the pnrpose. A wa£e of 10s. a week means 
o:Jl_,,- £26 per annum, and after allowing £1 
for spcuding n1onc.v, a period of four years 
would elapse before he lntd sayee! his first 
£100. 

C.lr. GDDfTIEY ::1-IoRGA>.:: His "·age would be 
10s. a YYeck to start. 

}fr. FOLEY: I admit that his wages 
would. probably be increased; but from my 
expcncnce thev are increased w•rv slowlv 
indeed. He would start at 10s. a w~ok, the;, 
the wage would be increased to 12s. 6cl., and 
probably to 15s. after he had been there a 
long time. In this particular case the lad 
spnt home his wage of 10s. a week; but it 
ha-. cost his parfmts more than 10s. a week 
to ]Jro.-ide clothes and other incidentals 
including pocket money, for the boy during 
tlw seyen months that he has been in this 
job. I have had some experience of work· 

[3lr. Foley. 

ing for 10s. a week. I had to be up at day
light in the morning to hunt up the night 
horse, ·which meant walking through tbe wet 
grass. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ::YIE~IBER : Every lad b a' to 
do that. 

l\Ir. FOLEY: l do not object to tbt llOl" 

did I object at the time. but I ;\wult\ like 
to remind hon. members that a boy cannot 
purchase boots, trousers, and other ciothillp: 
out of a miserable 10s. a week and h 
thing left at tbe pnd of the year. .-\. l d 
goes out rnorning after rnorning 
wet grass would naturally we<>r out his 
and trousers rnuch n1ore quickly tl1a"1 oliler
wisc. Those arc faf'tors not taken irlto con-
sideration. That is partly the rcasctl why 
rnany boys cannot be induced to go GE farllb 

and why parents withhold their '"'"ent. 
Tho~e arc tlw actual facts of a ea, · dwt 
was brought under my notice within tl,c ]a,t 
feY\' week::;. EYery parent cannot « ~fonl tu 
~ubsidise his son's V\ ages by renP\nn~· hls 
clothes, and keep him supplied wit[, inci
dentals and pocket 1noney. 

I jsh the St. Lucla training fu rm tlJt5 

best ::;ucccs::l. I sugge:-t to the J\.bni~-)(-':'l' that 
when 1naking agTCCinent::; ~;\·ith fan~cf_'2'..; he 
fo;hould eudPa vour to secure a wa2 of at 
least £1 a YYeek for a bov v. ho he, " SIX 

DlCJnth~' training on tho f~rn1. 
~Ir. Rcs~ELL: \Yhat age \Yould ;;,~~\ 

be? 
Mr. FOLEY: Sixteen veat a1,LI 

after he ha' had six u~onths· t·· 
f:)t. Lucia. I-:Ie would hasc gained 
knowledge of fencing, lea rEed 1w, · to u~t~ 
the axe and s.plit tirnhcr, learned _h) to 
plough a straight furro·w, hO\\ to >~ ;T:es~, 
milk, feed poultrv and pigs, and do di tilL' 
clon1cntarv work~ about the fann. tt that 
lad is not worth £1 a week to the ., 
fannel' we lllight as well abandon t' ,,. 
Lucin tralni11g farn1. The..;c lads 
out at 10'. a week work from earl\ 
n1orning till late at 11ight. That '1\U!';('- h ~lOt 
sufficient to keep thern in clothin:; wirhout 
taking into account a little spending t:!r_'lll'.) 

\Yhcn they go to to',n1 occasionally. l \JL::.l'
qucntly. it is r.ot :'iUrpri~ing that the 
lncl tnrll.""' down oH'er:-1 of Plll]1lOy!ttt'nt a 
tniuinlUill V\'agp of approxirnatcly £1 a t'ek 
and kc''ll Y\"ere offered to bo:·, Lt•ttcr· 
respon.-e \YOulcl follow. To thro 
a ye-rage lad of ;;;cycntePn or . l'Hr:3 
to act:Cl)t lD~. a vvcck is asking a litrtc· lJit 
too much. The St. Lucia training fn,-,., 
\'·id('~ opvortunitics for boy:;;;, par, tl 
thosp froUl the citY. to secure thn t 
t-raining that i~ nP~l~"' ary for the l::!!d. 
was reared in a counh~·, district no .... c~~ 
a fair aycragp experi.enc·c jn . a11d 
rouglr l:..m~h \YOrk. aud natnrall,\~ I ,, . ., ~ !!lore 
lJscful than the .an~rage boy. I v,as tl_l_waY'"' 
able to nwkc a succcs~ of any L11Sh 
job. The lad in the city has not came 
opportunity for he hardly secs a bor,e or 
stock, or know;:;; \Yhat is required on a 
station or farm. cons0quently thf• St. Lueia 
training fnnn fits such a boy for dw dntic.~ 
required of him. At the :oame tinw. it is 
doing a service to the farrrwr 1rho ,,.i! l not 
require to watch hls lad at cYer:: tlu·n a:::. 
if lw had comp direct from the cit . 

Mr. DEACOC'\ (Cunninuham) [8.47 f'.m.J: 
After bearing hon. members opposit_· it L' 
quite easy to """ why the St. Lncia tra ininf( 
fann is not a :-.uccr>S'-', aud why boys J.o not 
go there for training. It is quite vident 
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that hon. members opposite are doing their 
be't to quietly discourage boys from going 
to the farm and making it a success. They 
arc also doing their best to prevent the 
farmer from getting labour by pointing out 
the hardships that the bo.v must undergo 
PYen after he has had his training. I sup
pose parents interview the member for the 
dl:-~tri~:t and ask his opinion as to 'vhat is 
required of bo,Ys on a farn1 after they have 
fini:-Jwd their training. 

.H,er· hearing the ho11. member for :t';"or
tnanby and the hon. member for Fortitude 
Va11ev, would any parent send his boy to 
St. Lucia to be trained as a farmer? Is it 
an.T,' v;onder th::tt tl1e schen1e is not a succP3S? 
. \norher point is that the training that the 
bm there does not fit him for all the 

· on a farm. He nw:· be bught to 
bandle a couple of horses and a single
fun· plough, and to milk a cow. Prob
a bh the milking is the on!~- thing that 
n1ak+\..; hin1 useful in n1ndern fnrrning, but 
he <an learn to milk after a few days on 
a farm. Handling a coup!e of horses is no 
use. because on a farm of any size a couple 
of horsb arc never voked. The toam of 
horses would probably number four, five, 
or ~1x. 

:\fr. G. C. TAYLOR: Don't you put the har
lle.ss on a fifth horse in the same waY that 
you put it on the first one? ' 

:\h. DEACON: The hon. member claims 
to h.we been on a farm at one time, and he 
might have handled a couple of horses, 
but, let him go to a farm where he expects 
full v.·ages and ask the farmer to trust him 
with lL big team of horsr•s and an expensive 
plar,t. The fact is that farmers have to 
know the capabilities of their employees 
before they will trust them in that \Yay. 
I haYe had boys working for me at different 
times. I trusted one lad \Yith a team of 
horse', and his inability to handle the team 
cost me £25 before the day was out, b0cause 
thP horses got away from hin1. Every 
fal'!ncr knows suc·h a thing is possible \vith 
an l?Jexporienccd man. Y on cannot expect 
a farmer to take a lad from the training 
fann at St. Lucia and giYe hin1 the wages 
of e. trained hand. because thP small training 
he ilns had at St. Lucia does not make him 
useful enough. 

The SECRETAHY FOH AGHICeLTT!HE: You 
don't call £1 a wel'k \Yagc"S for a trained 
hand. do you? 

l\lr. DEACOK: Let tbc hon. gentleman 
consider the wa0es of the farmer himself. 
His business is not a pa;. able one at all at 
the present timP. \Yheatgrowing is a dead 
loe>. You cannot gmw wheat at 2s. 6d. a 
bu,ltel, \vhich is all the wheatgrowers han; 
rt>C"Pivcd so fDr thi8 year. A g·ood 1nany 
''"hc·atgrowcrs hrwo not oven received that, 
for damaged wheat, U't'd as feed wheat, has 
onl:v netted them ls. 6d. a busheL You can
not' make a profit on that. \Yhat is the 
good of talking about high wages when you 
ar£' only paying low vvuges to the farn1cr? 
r_rhP average price that the fannC'r recciyes 
for Lutter \vill net warra11t high ""Nag-os, and 
the "''me remarks apply to maize, chaff, 
a.nrl, in fact, anything that is 11roduccd on 
a fann. I-Io'v can yon pay high vvages ·when 
Io,-.;· prices arc receh-ccl? ::vlachinery is 
dear, for the mechanics in manufacturing 
industries arc paid a\Yard rates~high wages 
-that are added to the cost of the 
machinery. In the last fifteen years the 
price of machinery has mmc than doubled, 

as has also the cost of raw materials-iron, 
wire, etc.-used on the farm. At the same 
time you find that the prices of primary 
products have been cut in half. In the face 
of all these circumstances, what is the use 
of asking the farmer to pay high wages'! 
Let any hon. member opposite see if he can 
make a profit under these circumstances. 
It is not possible. If the Government are 
going to train boys as farmers let them 
tell them that they will be working for 
people who themselves receive low wages, 
and that it is not. possible for the boys to 
get any n1orc. B.o\iV can the fruitgro\ver~ 
the poultry raiser, or how ean any primary 
producf'r pay high wages if he is not getting 
high wages himself? It is only an existence . 

Yir. G. C. TIYLOH: Can you tell us why 
they clo not make wages? 

1\Ir. DEACON : Because they are produc
ing more thau the market can take. 

Mr. G. C. T.HLOR: Why did you slaughter 
the market by putting the industrialists out 
of work? · 

::'vir. DEACO::-;-: Lot the hon. member bear 
in mind that this slump in prices still exists. 
Tlw Government of whom the hon. member 
is a supporter have been borrowing millions 
of money and spending it in an endeavour 
to create an industrial market; but it has 
not increased that market. Surely hon. mem
bers opposite can add two and two together. 

l\111-. G. C. TAYLOR: It makes twenty-two 
t,Olnctirnes. 

}Ir. DEACON: That is where the hon. 
nwmbcr makes a mistake in dealing with 
these questions. It does not make twenty· 
two. but he thinks it doe'. It would be 
much bette,- to abolish the farm at St. Lucia 
because the lads are discouraged to go there. 
Hon. members opposite do not favour the 
farm. They are carrying it on to make a 
show. It is a make believe that they want 
the lads to go on the land. If hon. members 
do not want them to go on the land, why not 
tell them so., There are some openings for 
lads on the land, more openings than there 
are lads applying for admittance to the 
training farm. The farming industry can be 
0arripd on without these lads; so far as 
that goes it might be better for the farmers 
if there were no now farms, for they would 
get better prices for their products. \Vhy all 
this humbug about the welfare of the boys 
and pLLttinp; them on the land when hon. 
members opposite do not belieYe what they 
say? 

::\lr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [8.57 p.m.]: 
T wish to congratulate the Minister on the 
stand he' has taken in regard to the St. 
Lucia Training Fann for Boys in IYlaking 
twailablc £1,0('·') and also in making avail
abk the sum of £6,000 for th<l development 
of tbc agricultural, horticultural, and dairy
ing industrief' and for scientific investiga~ 
tiont'. 

I listelled with a great deal of interest 
to some of the statements made by hon. 
mc'mbers opposite; and it appears to me that 
hon. members opposite are endeavouring to 
fa,tPn the blame on the Government for the 
fact that a sufficient number of bovs arc 
not applving for positions on the land." I do 
root accept that statement as representing the 
true state of affairs. I agree with the 
rcruarks of certain hon. members on this side 
of the Committee that the Minister should 
exercise great care and caution in allowing 

Mr. P. K. Copley.] 
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bovs to leave the training farm to go on 
fa1:ms outside. I say that for the reason that 
the experience of some who have gone to 
work on farms has not been a very happy 
one. Objection has already been made to 
the statement that 10s. a week is quite suffi
cient for a boy who is working on a farm. 
That wage is a great improvement on the 
sum that was paid to farm hands years ago. 
About two years ago such a case came under 
my notice, and the facts relating to it were 
published in the press -during the 1932 elec
tion campaign. It was the case of a lad 
who was deprived of his father very early in 
life. and whose mother was compelled to 
seek wmk. with the result that she was not 
able lo look after the child. who was taken 
under the care of the State Children's 
Department. At the age of thirteen he was 
:-('ut out to a farm and was indentured for 
fin> yc>ars, and at the end of that period he 
wa~ rctur•:cd to his mother. lnquirie~ e]lclted 
the fact that the amount of £7 stood to 
the bov's credit at the State Chil-dren's 
Departr1wnt. An amount of £5 was made 
aYailablc to him to purchase a clothing 
ontr1t. \Yhen that purchase had been made 
the· hoy and his rnothor. haYing uo fares 
to go ho;nP.. proceeded to IYalk across 
Victoria Bridge, and when doing so his hat, 
which was the only one he had possessed 
>inco he left tho c;1re of the State home, 
-wa~ blown into the river. 

~-'t 9.2 p.m., 
:\h. Gumsox resumed the chair. 

::'vlr. P. K. COPLEY: The boy came back, 
but could obtain nothing from the depart
ment b,- ,., av of a further advance. This lad 
stated qtrite"frankly that during the fhe years 
he 'vas on the fann he neYcr 1vorn a vair of 
boots and, a !though he was eighteen vcm·s 
of age, when hc1 arrived back homo he' had 
to endeavour to get into the clothes with 
which he went on to the farm. Th0se con
clitiom could not obtain to-cl~ty-it \Yould be 
a sad day fen C)ucemlanrl if trwy did-hut 
rhar incident shows what did obtain in tlw 
1J<L"t. J\Ianv of our citizen~-.; rcaJis(' the 
.~laYery the;. ~had tO', undergo when con1lnenc
ing on a farm, and it is no wonder that 
r hey will not allow their offspring, even 
though unemployed, to- go out on to farms, 
bccau~e the:v fear they n1a.v have to undergo 
t lJ~' ~a1nc tr0atmPnt and pcrfonu a ;-;can
dalous amount of work nndPr slaverv con
ditions that they themselns had to do. 

Nrr. 111ABER: Hard work ne.-er hurt any
hod:-. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am net raising 
an:Y que-;tion regarding hard work killing 
anvono, hut there is a difference between a 
nuln doing 'vo.rk and a growing boy doing 
it. The latter requires care and needs to be 
nurtured so that lw will grow into the man 
thnt e.-ery male adult in this community 
hopes to become. with an alert mind in an 
able and robust body. Many conditions are 
attached to the bov o.n a farm. He has to 
rise early on a "'~inter's n1orning and get 
out into tl10 frosty air. He should not be 
a-Iced to do that in tattered clothing with 
his little body unprotected, or protected to 
'Urh a degree that he receives .-ery little or 
no shelter from the elements. 

~'fr. KEOGH interjected. 

:'\Ir. P. K. COPLEY: These are all 
things that havf' to be considered. It is not 
the present Government who are jeopardis-

[111r. P. K. Copley. 

ing the St. Lucia farm, but the farmers them
selves. The latter arc not prepared to pay 
a decent wage. In the industrial :nena., 
where the apprenticeship scheme is <tpp!ied, 
there is a graduated scale of payment fo>L· 
apprentices which probably could tlOt be 
applied to the rnan on the land or tl•P farm. 
He may not be able to pay that wa.~"· The 
hon. member for Cunningham put fonvard 
his bo.-;t argnrne11t fro1n his poiJJt of Yiew 
regan1ing thP prices obtained for rnaize, 
butter, and other things, but it ! • of no 
avail to say that CYery farn1er or tll.J.n on 
the land is not t'arning even .,,,,-age, One 
has only to look at statistics an..._: -,ec the 
taxatimi that some of these people :' n· pay
ing, pcr~ple in the fruit industry c,nd the 
dairying iiJdu::"try. It is no use horL uH~Ill
bcrs oppo~ite crying " poor nH.:tnh" 'Jl! Le
half of C'Y('rv person cngc1gecl in pritnary 
indu..3trim•. There are, no doubt, 
whore IHP11 COllllllCncing on the 
to the poor nature of the soil or 
of finance. ha 1·e not been able to 
:-:uce·r~·\s of th0ir undertaking. There n1a y lJe 
:'.Oll1D other reason for the- failure, -..ucf1 a::; 

inabilitv to procure the latest in~ 
for th,; particular industry. 
haYe to I)(_> eon~idPn•d. ancl I 
that in sontc instn.ncp:-; hardship 
but t1H• ~a1nc thing applies to the 
~hip :;:.chpm~. Sonw en1plo~·er:; 
out on their own a hardship. .~ t:J•~ ~t~t 
of corrditiom appl,1· to the man on the land 
as appl,, to the one in the city, but I canno'lt 
allow hon. members to sav that tll!' 
C:o,·ernn1cnt n re endeavoUring 
'l'heme. J\c I pointed out. it is 
discd bv a lack of interest on 
hon. rnPn1bers OlllJJOsitc and those 
renresent. ihC' n1oncved class aJJcl the 
ar;d othc'r<. If the~· took a kl'urcr 
in the we!! b ing of the boys, and , .. n 

ctble to prove to the parents that 
lnstanc0s a!" 1vcre raised b:, thr: hon. 
for Norrnan h-\· could not 0-x:ist unc1Pr pre
~('llt Adtnlnl~tration. the parents wouLd r.ot be 
so loth to let their boys go to tlJP frrnns. 
[ hope the :\ilinistcr will perSCYC'l"8 with the 
FchcnH:. but I sound a note of warrung that 
he ruust take Ycrv p:r"'~at carE' t'} ,'~'(• that 
the hovs ar0 iYcll looked after a.ncl arc 
....-i~dtcd. · o.:'casiona Hv, bv an insp0ctor of hi~ 
tkparlmPnt. \Ye .mu~t not return to the 
condition' obtaining· twenty-five ot tl11rty 
yf'a.rs ago. ,...,-hich 1vcre scandnlon~. 

nlr. ~L-\ TJER (Wc.<t Moreton) [9.5 
I think I !ward the hon. member for 
interject that the farmers were a 
f'COP'Jndrcls. 

:\Jr. KEOGH: T dirl not say all of ri,em, 
I sn id some of them were. 

:\1r. :ifAI-IFJR: The hon. member cci·l the 
fanners w0re sconndreh. 

:\Ir. KEOGH: I rise to a Jloint of nrder. 
The hen. member for \Vest l\Ioreton has 
made one o£ his nsual statements or one of 
hi~ usual charges in an endca....-our to ''put 
in" ilnothcr hon. member. \\'hen [ inter
jected I did not say that all farmers were 
scoundrels. I said some of the farmPto< are 
scoundrels and ha .-e exploited some of the 
bovs that had been sent out to. them. 
''Some" of the farrners, and the hon. rnen1-
hcr for \Vest J\1oreton knows that. too. eo 
that I ask that he withdraw his statenu·ut. 

The TEMPORARY CIIAIR:VIAN: Order! 
The hon. member for \Yest l\!loreton must 
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accept the denial of the hon. member for 
Merthyr. 

Mr. MAIIER: I am capable of inter
preting the remark, of the hon. member, 
and I ha vc a verv keen ect of cars. I cer
tainly heard what· the hon. member said. 1 
only wish to remind the hon. member that 
he comes from a country that has furnished 
thP world with some of its best farmers, and 
I can just imagine what sort of a reception 
he would get at the Irish Club if he were 
to repeat the same statement there, where 
lllost of the members are the descendants of 
Irish farming stock. The hon. member for 
:--Jormanbv and the hon. member for Forti
tude Valley endeavoured to show that the 
fanner was some kind of ogre and that the 
bo0 ., who 'f:>cured employment with tLe 
farmers in QLlcensland would have a pretty 
rough time. On this subject I wish to place 
in the witness-box no less a person than the 
Premier himself. l have Ly me a copy of 
the "Queensland Tin1Ct',:' which I secured 
earli<.•r in the day for another purpose. It 
co11tain- a speech de!i,-ered by tho Premier 
at Gatton College on Jipioma day, and it is 
rolcYant to the debate under discuosion. 

:\ir. \Y. T. K1x0: \\'ere you not present at 
that funC"tlon? 

:i\Ir. NIAHELC: I was. I heard the speech. 
<!lld this is what the Premier had to say-

' • It had been suggested to hirn 
recently h:: the Brisbane Chamber of 
Commerce that arrangements ,houlJ he 
made for the Department of Agriculture 
to send competent lecturers to schools to 
in1press on boys in the senior classt.,; the 
opportunities offered by the life on 1 he 
land. went on the Premier. That had 
been- done. 

''But I am satisfied that it is not the 
boys who require the lectures, but the 
parents. I regret exceedingly to state that 
openings for employment actually are 
aYailable, but cannot be Jilled from Bris
Lane .at present. Unforturu1tely, parents 
"·ill not allow their children to leave 
their care for fear that conditions might 
not be satisfadory. 

" To them I wish, in all sincerity, to 
gi\·e this rnessago :~ 

·· :\lost of the people I ha vc met 1r. 
1·ural areas in Queenf'land arc good, 
honest-to-Uod people \Yho will .at all 
rirnc~ gjve boys the care and attention 
to >Yhich they are entitled, e;o that from 
the standpoint of decent conditions, tho 
t·inplo_yrncnt that ls offering 1nay be 
acccpted \Vith conf-idence. Furtherrnore. 
it nnEt be realised Ly Pver~,~ pare11t that 
the most critical pl'riocl in a boy's life 
i:-3 that between the agP~ of fourteen 
:t1Hl t\vontv~one voar::. It is C'b:c.cntial 
then thrct their training should be in thcl 
dirPction of building sound characters 
as our future citizens. Tbe best habit 
rhey llHt) be urged to cultivate is that 
of industrv. It is horrible to contem
plate the ·;nunber of those growing up 
in the c·onununih who are not trairred 
in the ha bits of· induetry, who are not 
ab~orbed in professions, and who ar(~ 
liYirrg- under conditions subversive of 
their~ future. \Vhen parents consider 
these mattNs thev should scriouslv think 
of their boys' prospects." • 

~r :.n t \va~ a very con1n1onsense spee{'h 
clcliYcrecl by the Premier at Gatton College 

and it illustrates how unthinking· was th2 
interjection made by the hon. memlJer for 
Merthyr reflecting upon the farming com
munity, He has stated that tlwre arc 
scoundrels amongst the farming community_ 
The speech by the Premier also goco to 
prove that the fears expressed by the hon. 
member for 2'\ormanby and the hon. member 
for .Fortitude Vallev haYe no foundation in 
fact. The Premier has stated that the 
farn1ing comnntnity in this State are good 
hol'cst-to-(~od people to whom parent' may 
entrust their l1ovs with confidence that they 
will be properly cared for whil>t oa the 
farm. 

Last year I asked the Secretary for ~\gri
culture the following questions:-

'· 1. ·what amount of money ha" been 
expended at St. Lucia farm school on
(n) Salaries; (1;) 1nachincry, hors::.::, lwr
ne~~, an cl general rcquirernent.s; . (r·) erec
tior: of building:;;, cost of furnislnng~ and 
cquipmc•nt; and (rl) miscellaneous expen
diture not. provided for in the lorr
gojng? 

"2. IIovv n1an,v boys haYe been tr:Jined 
and placed on farms? 

"3. \Yhat wa· the actual cost to the 
State finances for each bov :-;o l:l '1 iJH!ci 
and pbccd? · 

'4. To \vhat fnncl arc those onr~:oing:-3 
charged':"' 

Tltl' l\Iini,·tcr'c reply to the f1rst c,tiC'tion 
wa~-

,, 1. (•t) £210 7s. 2d.; (b) £465 1:>. 5d.; 
(r-) £1.030 Ss. 3d.: and (d) £1.091 12<. 
lld." 

Tl1at mad1• a total of approximatelY £2.760 
for t.be capital exiJenditure and expense:;, 
geuerall.-"' up to that date. Angust 1 1933. The 
answers to the other <lucstions \Verc~ 

•· 2. Fiftv bovs were enrolled at the 
opening of thC institution. 'Thirt .. r-~lx, 
,-vJJO haYe eonlplC'ted their t-railliny·: iwYe 
been placed on farms. It is antlctpated 
that the balance will shorth· lw placerl. 
l\lore anplicatiom from eri1ployec·s .arc 
bPing n;tejyccl for these boys thnn can 
be filled. 

'' 3. Approximately £20. 
'· 4. Commor1wcalth-Sbt<' Loa,-R,,Iif'f 

of uncinp1oyrncnt." 

lt ,.,.ill be ··c>cn tha~ the aYcrag(' ("1~t nf 
training boYs at that tirne wa" £20 each. 
It oulcl he fur b tter if the :\Iinistrr 
abo1i:~hrd the Sr .. Lucia training farrn, '"'.Ycd 
tht) Strotp tb0 capi1al and OYcrhcad r·xpc·ndi~ 
hln' iHYolvcd itl Its nlaintPnance, and sub,) 
sidi,Pcl ><-:Pc-tee! fanners £20 each to edu
f•att' a boY under true fanning ('OnJitions. 
Tlv· objocf of the srhnnc is to JHOYidt' Lays 
"ith fanu training. \Vhat bett,•r LHDl 
tl'ainlng could a. boy have than undcy truo 
fanui1tg conditions Ul](ler the direction of 
the farmer him-,elf? If the State ;, able 
to bear a C'''t of £20 for each bov \rho goes 
tLrough the training farrn school~ would. it 
not be better to subsidise a, farmer with 
.a iirst-class farm to inculcate tnw farming
principles into a bo7, with a promise that 
when the period of training explred he 
'·'··ould find him a position on the farrn' That 
would be a better means of encouragwg 
youths to p:o on the land than the. one 
offered b,- the 11inister. Iu mv expertence 
it is not necessary to even go th"us far. The 
:\Iinistcr, on his own a,dmission, is unable 
to get a sufficient supply of boys for the 

Mr. Maher.] 
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St. Lucia training farm school to cope with 
i:hP demand from farmers. In other words, 
there are a great many more vacancies on 
the farms than there arc boys offering. 
That state of affairs produced the condition 
which caused the Premier to make that 
speech he did last year ~tt Gatton on diploma, 
da,·. \\'hen there is a demand for boys, 
wliy not let the boys secure their jobs 
directly from farmers 1 They will then be 
abk to f't:cure trainiug in l.bo ordinary way, 
'" has been the practice hitherto? My sug
gestion }::; a n1uch Letter busine"'s proposi~ 
t.ion. 

I ehould like to ascertain from the Minis
In w!wt fund is maintaining the St. Lucia 
traini11g fann school. Frorn his an:nver to 
rnr· lad year it appParcd that the school 
\\a" being rnaintaiued and equipped from 
loa11 funck For the first time we arc called 
upou to Yotc £1,000 ln these Estirnates for 
the· maintenanc<J of the school. \Vill that 
:-tHll c O\"Cl' all tho requirement~ of thf~ school, 
or 1~ that amount to be subsidised frorn 
loHJt iunds? Tho Con1n1ittee should know 
''"hal mnount of rnoney i~ rcqui1·ed for th·is 
pllli ,,,, 

T n .n1y Pxpcripncc fanners pay in wages 
to thvir Qmpiuyof~.lii tho amount which they 
<Hr' c~:llC' to pay accorJing to tlte ruling 
pric· s of their products. If times arc good, 
<!!HI l:1g-h pric£"" rule for wheat, they pay 
a fair wage to all their employc>Ps. If pi'O,
prrou"' timc:3 exist in the dairy industry, 
~~nd rJw ft1 rrncrs receive a fair price for their 
bntt<·r lhcy, in turn, are willing to pay their 
prnpl(;:v'ees a high \Vage. Every hon. HlCm

ber ,, ho takes an intelligent interest in the 
affair- of the country knows how badly our 
produ-cers are faring and how difficult it 
is fDl' them to pay a high wage scale. My 
pri~1cipJe always has been that industr;Y 
should )la~- to those engaged in it what 1t 
can afford to pay, no rnorc a11d no less. 

:\h. KWGH: You believe in exploiting 
the he~-? 

:\h. ::\L\HER: I do not believe in exploit
ing alJ, body. l\h- principle is a fair deal 
to a] l. I iJ n YP a] ways adopted that principle 
111 111;· rdationship \Yith rnen who have 
,. m·ked for 1110. It srerns to rne that if I 
\Yc"rP plnceci in the san1.e posit.ion as rnany 
dairy fa nncrs arc in rny clcctorate~rnany 
of th('J!l are not earning as 1auch as many 
n•l ie£ ,., mkers and much le" than the basic 

g-e-1t "ou]d not be a question of what I 
'hould like to pay, but 'Yhat T could pay. 

cut ~·our suit according to your 
the farmer is in the predicament 

he ran only pay a low "\vagc. 
ca~c~ whore lad~ arc employed 

111 t l <'' \Yt>st 1\lorcton electorate at 10s. a 
\\"('(•;, keep. and arc ver.·· glad to get 

!1l' at. that wage. :\othing that 
we c ~n do awards or statutt-; can alter 
tl1e , ~·lH1 ition8, for the prices are so poor 
that fanr:f>rs are unable to pay a higher 
"l£!"1' :--:r,de. Tn this instance the State Yvould 
cln 'bet~C'l' in the general ir:tcrests by aban
doning the trajning farrn at St. Lncia and 
('itlHT <~dopting rny ~mggcstion to subsidise 
1 i1c farmers to take the bon on the basis of 
.£20 " head with a promi~e of a job there
aftPr. or allow rnatters to remain as thev 
\\·l'rc-that is, to allow the demand for farr;,_ 
ho''' to he supplied from the farming dis
tri"h and from the city of Brisbane through 
tht" c·ha.nnels which have always be0n recogH 
nieed and used in Queensland. 

[111r. Maker. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggl'ra) [9.20 
p.rn.]: I cannot allow this vote to go through 
without replying to some of the statements 
made by 80me hon. members oppos1te. It 
Vl as indeed humorous to listen to the dis
course of the hon. member for Cunningham, 
who recited a miserable tale in his efforts 
to decrv the action of the Government in 
prcpari;g the younger generation for what 
Opposition members have always maintained 
is the be-all and end-all of life in this coun
try. The hon. member suggested that the 
tuition received at St. Lucia was not in 
keeping with the requirements of the average 
farmer who requires boy labour. In an 
attempt to prove his case the hon. member 
used the illustration that at St. Lucia a boy 
was taught to yoke up two horses and handle 
a singlt:-furrow plough. a form of education 
that t!Jc hon. member suggested would be 
of no value to him in after life on a farm. 
because the boy would probably have to yoke 
up sjx horses and use a four or six~huro\v 
plough. Anyone possessing even the rndi· 
ments of farm education knows that t<> 
handle a team of horses successfullv vou 
ruust fint be able to handle one hor:se.· I 
take it that oven the hon. member for Cun
nir;.ghmn knO\\"S that a person 'vho eau haadlc 
a, :-:ingle-furrow plough ;;;qccessfu1ly can. 'vhen 
he is able to handle three to six horses. use 
a four or six-furro\v plough, as the cas:..~ rnay 
be. It is easier to plough with a disc plough 
than with the ordinary old type plough I 
haYe been behind the plough under l'ircam
'tances that probably the hon. member for 
Cunning-ham has not experienced. I guaran
tee it is harder to plough on a three-in-one 
batter than it is to plough land in a pad
dock for fallovving or sowing purpose:,, I 
have had expcri"nce in tank sinking proposi
tions and I clo not think the hon. member 
would den~' that a person who can handle 
a single-furrow plol\gh would not bo able to 
negotiate successfullv the fifth and sixth 
horses wh0n he is taught to work horses 
abreast. So far as the harnessing proposi
tion is concerned. the collar goes on the fifth 
hoL..;c in mnch tl1c san1c way as it goes on 
!he first one, and the reins and the breech· 
ing fit in the same manner. In all the cir
curn~tanccs the GovPrnment arc to be corn
mended for their efforts in the direction of 
training boys for fann work. 

\Ve ha vc heard the crv from the Opposi
tion that boys arc demanded for farm work, 
~·et to-night the hon. member for Cunning
IJam admits that not too manv jobs are 
offering. The hon. member advances argu
ments ·diametrically opposed to those pre, 
1·iouslv adduced bv him in an enclcaYour to 
com·i1;ce the Gov~rnmcnt that they ;hould 
aholish the St. Lucia Training Farm for 
Ho~·. There are many lads in t.ho City of 
Brisbane 'vho, if gi yen the opportunity by 
their parents, would gladly avail themselves 
of the opportunities offered at St. Lucia 
training- farm and later on go out to work 
on farms; but unfortunately the tragedy of 
the whole thing is that tho paronts are to 
blame. I am ,,orry to say that in nine cases 
out of ten that is the state of affairs. It 
wonl,J be much better if the parents recog
nised the fact that the seconclarv industries 
to-clay do not offer the same opportunities 
of employment to the rising generation. If 
that fact were recognised b_y parents, they 
might induce their lads to go to St. Lucia. 
Taken as a whole, the farming fraternity 
are of a splendid type; but you will get 
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black sheep in every flock; and unfortun· 
ately the actions of a few always appear 
to be iu the forefront when a matter affect
ing the whole is under consideration. I know 
that the St. Lucia training farm provides 
boys with an elementary knowledge of farm
ing which is very essential. On one occasion I 
accompanied the Minister on a visit to the 
institution, and I had the spectacle afforded 
to me of boys cutting down trees for the 
purpose of obtaining rails. Their instructor 
was apparently conversant with bush work, 
because he was able to instruct the boys on 
the type of tree to select for the purpose 
of getting the posts and to look for the grain 
in the timber in order to obtain the best 
split. That knowledge is essential to a 
farmer as well as anv other individual who 
goes to live in the lmsh. If a man takes 
up vi L'gin country he has to be able to split 
his own posts and fence it. After the boys 
recoi ve instruction in this type of work they 
are taught to handle pigs and they are made 
conversant with the characteristics of the 
different breeds, they are taught to handle 
horses and to separate milk. That elemen
tary tuition is necessary for a young lad 
who intends to go on a farm. A knowledge 
of catth' is abo necessary. It is only natural 
that a boy reared in the citv will probably 
not adapt himself to the conditions of farm 
life as readily as a boy who is bred on a 
farm. A bov '\vho has had six months' train
ing· at St. 'Lucia is worth a wage of 10s. 
a week, and is deserving of fair treatment 
1V!Jicb in niru:.-tv-~ix cn.::;p::, out of a hundred 
he gPts. Wh01i I was a boy I had to handle 
an axe and build a yard to put the bullocks 
in. I have gone at four o'clock in the morn
ing to catch a horse to round up the bullocks. 
That is a phase of country life that the 
modern boy will not have to experience; 
because horses and mechanical devices are 
now used instead of bullocks. The tuition 
a boy receive·. at St. Lucia will equip him 
for the life that he intends to follow. 

\Vhatt'YCr the cost of this farm. whether 
£2,000 or £3,000, is qnile bc>side the point. 
l-Ion. n1cmber~ opr1o~itc nHl.V critici~e the 
GoYcrnrncnt for the expenditure of this 
amount of monev. but I claim that if th<' 
GoYf'l'nmC>nt are '.able to pla.co fift> boys on 
fanus each year and keep them there. thereby 
rakin~ thcru avvay frorn tlw city, the~v will 
do a ~crYice to the Stfltt~ -..vorth more than 
£?.roo. After all. that is the point we have 
ro consider. It is a well knov.~n fact thflt 
the conditions obtaining on farrns to-da~ .an: 
cliiTerent from what theY were thirtY or 
forty ,·c·ars a!'O. Jn fort.' all the conditions 
surrounding the cmp1oytnent of youth are 
different. In past yea", in order to ent0r 
one of the skilled trades such as engineering 
or carpcntcring, the par<'nts of a boy had to 
paY a pr0rniun1. In rnost instances the 
lad had 1o work for nothing for six 
months. It ''"as, probablv. because of the 
nrrYa1ence of such condition~ in the sec
onclarv industries that more of our vouths 
wore ·forced into the rural industries. thnn 
ot!J<'nYi"~ would ha Ye been the case. Parents 
could not afford to pay the premiums 
dcmnndPcL nor could thev allow their sons 
to work fo1· nothing durini six months. Con
scqnent h·. many of the lads were sent to 
work on farms at a wage of 5s. n week and 
keep. In my young day:- that -was considered 
a fair \Yago, hut thank goodness tho Labonr 
Parr:~ came into existence and condition-; 
L,n·e· been improved. It is onlv because of 
tlu:! agitation of men such 'Us members 

in this Chamber on the Government side 
that improved conditions of employment for 
;youths, as well as adults, were brough1 about, 
and we will see to it that the bovs who do 
go out to farm receive a wage of at least 
10s. or 15s. a week and keep. The problem 
facing the nation is the employment of the 
youth of that nation, and if the present 
Government expend £5,000 per annum and 
increase the number of students nt the St. 
Lucia training farrn and get then1 out on to 
the land. then that monev has been well 
spent and the Governmen( are to bP conl
mended. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCL'lTRE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [9.34 run.]: 
I was somewhat surprised to find that certain 
members on thf• opposite side of the Com· 
mittee apparently resent an expenditure of 
£1,0CO as a small contribution to\Ya rds t.lw 
solution of the problcrns surrounding- thl~ 
unemploymPnt of the youth of our State'. I 
haye heard all kinds of opinions during the 
day concerning thP drsirabi1ity or othd''.Vise 
of training boys. I havf' heard hon. metnbcr-.: 
OPllositc speaking of the intricacie"· of farn1-
ing. I have heard thern saying frotn tirne 
to timP that a vel'> definite training i::; neccs
~a1·v in order to becon1e a sncce:;;sful fv.nncr 
I a'gr('C -with that view, but wh~n tLr' Stat~ 
crr1barks 011 .:.1 schen1e for -which Parlltinent 
j, being asked to vote £1.000 for the cnrrent 
year, then \VC fir~cl hon. n16mbers gnlclg-t that 
PX])('nditnre. I~ tflpi_r opposition lJ;l"-Cd Oil 
fair arg-u1ncnt or doe,;;, it. ari~e cnt Gf a, 
:-cl(i:::h rOu:)icleration of the realisation tl1at a 
boy going out frmn St. Lncia, i~ undPr the 
control ancl jurisdiction of the rlcpartnwnt 
nnc1 "'""e arc capable of ~,ccing to it tha 1 that 
Uoy receives ~atisfactory treatrnent? 

. The gTcatest problems \Ye are facing to-day 
1n our State are those associated with unem
ployed youth. I can visualise no future for 
a nation that does not rnake son1e contribu
tion towards the education and absmption of 
that vouth in satisfaetorv forms of endea
Your, ~ n nd T knovv of no., nJorc <"atisfactory 
form of enclca ,-our than work on the land. 
I am realh- shocked to discuYCl" that hon. 
n1crnbers ol1ro~ite, or some hon. n1e1nbers 
OJ1!1osite, res<>nt the Yoting of £1.000 towards 
the solution of a question that is of out
standing in1portancc and if not solYed may 
casil.v wreck the social etructurc not only 
of our State but al,.o of the "·odd gcncr<lllv. 
Do you think, :\fr. Gledson, that the adol~s
ccnt is goin12· to b0 {'Ontcnt with relief work, 
thrtt he is g-oing· to be content with the things 
that the cit,v off ere, without employment? 

:\1r: DEACOX: I rise to a point of m·rlcl'. 
The Minister has stated that hon. members 
on this side object to the expenditure of 
£1.000 on St. Lueia. :'\either I. nor any 
otlwr hon. member on this side. lLas objected 
to this expenditure. I ask that the Minister 
\Yithdra w that rc•11ark. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRYI:A": There 
is no point d m·de1·. The Minister is entitled 
to reply to the remarks that have been made. 

Mr. DE.\COX: He is not entitled lo make 
an untrue stat0ment. 

The TE:.\1PORARY CI-IAIRMA-:'\: The 
:Vlinister did not say that the hon. member 
for Cunningham objected to this expenditure. 
lie said that some hon. members on mv left 
objected to the expenditure. · 

Tho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Allow me to be a little more specific. I 

Hon. F. W. B1ilcock.] 
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ba ve no desire to wound the tender suscep
tibilities of the hon. member for Cunning· 
ham. I am delighted to know that he has 
been converted to a supporter of the St. 
Lucia scheme. I am glad to know that he 
approves of this expenditure of £1,000, but 
I wish that he would convince the hon. 
member for Cooroora, the hon. member for 
vf est l\foreton, and other hon. members oppo
site who advocated the closing down of the 
St. Lucia training farm. The closing down 
of the farm at St. Lucia would mean that 
we would not spend this meagre £1,000, 
which is altogether too small a sum to 
expend on a problem that is confronting us. 
The suggestion has been made that we could 
train the boys on the farms. May I remind 
hon. members that that scheme is in opera
tion and is maintained by my colleague, 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry? But 
that scheme has not met with the success that 
it deserves. There are parents with whom 
l repeatedly come in contact who realise that 
it is necessary for the boy to have some 
fundamental training before he goes into 
the bush. There is a physiological and 
l"~·chological aspect of this question. The 
phv.- iologica] aspect of the St. Lucia farm 
is that there we determine whether a boy 
ha> the capacity and liking for farm work, 
and fmm the psychological aspect we decide 
w]J'Ptl>er the bov has an instinctive desire to 
go on the farm or will become depressed 
bv the fact that he is absolutelv inefficient 
aiHI unacquainted with farming processes and 
likely to abandon his intention to become a 
farmer and return to the city, there, unfor
tnnate];-_ to find no work. 

:\luch has been said bv hon. members on 
Lotit ,ides of the Chamber about the need 
for haYing the right type of employer. I 
bkt this opportunity to assure parents that 
no effort is spared by my department to find 
the 1·;g]lt type of employer. \Ye receive more 
applications from farmers for boys than we 
haYe boys available, and we are able to pick 
and choose and send the bovs to the best 
tn1c of employers. We have" a satisfactory 
guidance in that regard by the useful service 
of our estimable Mr. Holmes who is asso
ciated with the Immigration Department. I 
understand that he has been responsible for 
placing some 400 boys in employment under 
another "'home. He does not lose contact 
"·ith thP entployers and he can tell us at any 
mompnt whether an employer is a desirable 
one or not. I can assure hon. members that 
I regard it as part of my personal duty 
to 'e" that these bovs obtain satisfactorv 
enq_doyn1ent. " " 

~onw suggestion has been made that the 
"·nge of 10s. a week is inadequate. I again 
remincl hon. members that that wage is not 
the '"·nragc wage and that many of our boys 
arc receiving a great rleal more than 10s. 
a "eek on the farms on which thev are work
ing at the present time. Hon. members 
OJli""itP have stated that we should go back 
to thr· old haphazard scheme under which a 
ho.'' who required a job went along to a 
n'gistration office or to the Labour Bureau. 
l'uder that scheme he would probably go 
our to a job, become dissatisfied, and return 
to t],,e city. It is suggested by hon. members 
opposite that we should adopt that scheme 
in place of an organisation for the enlist-
111C!It of boys in the service of agriculture. 
~t. Lucia has given us that organisation, and 
St. Lueia is tending to create landminded
IH'''· Tt has attracted attention as an 
r>ruaui•.ation throughout Brisbane. The New 
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Settlers' League, the Rotary Club, and kin
dred bodies are behind the Government in 
this movement. I have never closed the door 
of St. Lucia to anybody who desires to see 
what is being done there. 

Hon. members opposite haYe criticised 
St. Lucia. I do not desire to make any 
wrong statements to this Committee or do 
anyone an injustice, but as a re~u~t of 
inquiries I can honestly say that w1th the 
exception of the hon. member for Toowong, 
who was present at the opening of the farm 
at St. Lucia, no member of the Opposition 
has visited St. Lucia, or made any endea
vour to discoYor just what is being done 
there. Does that provide a fair basis for 
criticism'! Is it fair to criticise- an institu
tion which is definitely attempting to make 
a contribution to the sollltion of a problem 
of gigantic importance to the State without 
taking the trouble to go out there and sec 
what is being done • I repeat that I shall 
be happy to extend an im-_itation ~o any 
hon. member of this Committee-this 1s a 
question greater than a party, question-to 
go to St. Lucia and see what 1s bemg done 
there and also to visit the bush camp at 
l\foggill, herv boys arc being prepared 
for a farming career. 

Hon. members on this side of the Com
mittee have been at St. Lueia. They have 
explained what they saw there. I realise 
one cannot do everything. Someone sug
gested that we equip St. L~cia with every
thing that the boys reqmred, and that 
when they went on to a farm they would 
find they were handicapped because the 
cquipmer;t they were accustomed to was n.ot 
available for them. That is not a fact. St. 
Lucia is run on the principle that the 
t.hings we have there shall be the things 
possessed bv the average farmer. I have 
stcadfast:y "resisted all attempts to put 
expensive equipment on St. Lucia. W c. have 
essentials-and no more than essentials
there. Because we do that we can honestly 
sav that when the boys go out they will 
ha"ve the facilities on the average farm that 
they had at St. Lucia. Everybody is ~re
pared to accept Canon Garland as bemg 
a verY 0arnest worker in the cause of 
vouth." I have come in contact with Canon 
Garland in connection with the St. Lncia 
schen1c, and he has given rnc a trerncndot~s 
amount of encouragement and help. He 
realises the value of these problems, and 
realises that they must be solved in one 
wav or the other. satisfactory to the State 
bv" trainirw bovs or unsatisfactory to the 
State bv allowi1"1g them to continue in citie> 
or encouraging them by the_ absence of any 
other inducement to rcmam m crties to 
become less efficient citizens than they would 
become in the more robust life assoeiatcd 
with farming life. 

An hon. member made the statement that 
manv boys who completed their training 
at St. Lucia did not go into farming pur
suib. I say quite definitely that if boys 
who go to St. Lucia and complete a 
six-rnonths' training do not go into farnl· 
ing pursuits, then they to that degree take 
an unfair adYantaae of the finances of t!Jc 
State. I will no{ tolerate any boy going 
to St. Lucia who will not go into a farm 
occupation. \Yhen the statement was made 
in this Chamber that the'e boys were not 
going into farm occupations, I thought it 
wise to chock it up. I checked it up through 
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three souruQ, Jirst, through my depart
ment a! officers who oversee the welfare of 
the boys in the districts to which they go, 
sc~ondly, through Canon Garland, and 
thirdly, through the Immigration Depart
ment per medium of the genial Mr. Holmes. 
Listen to what Canon Garland has to say 
1n this regard :-

" \Yith reference to our conversation 
about Mr. Nimmo's statement in the 
House that manv of the bovs who had 
completed their ·training at St. Lucia 
had soon returned to the city, I am not 
aware of any who have so returned. 
It would be interesting to get the 
'n1a-n"";,' ' narne~ to ·which Mr. N"immo 
refers. that inquiries be made. I keep 
as far as possible in touch with the lads 
going from St. Lucia and have not heard 
of any so returning, but on the con
trarv I have letters from lads 
in their employment with farmers show
ing ho\\ appreciative they are of the 
training they receive and how happy 
they are in their jobs. 

" "\ case thfl other day was that of 
a boy who loved city life until he had 
his period of training at St. Lucia. I 
then sent him to a job in the far North 
Queensland, ·where. according to a 
report I haye fro1n someone who visited 
him the lad is very happy indeed, and 
his employer writes to me expressing his 
satisfaction with the lad and confirm
ing the report I received about him." 

I a5ked Mr. Holmcs. who is not an officer 
of my department, but who is a good citizen 
and who does recognise the gravity of the 
unemploynwnt problem in the State, to have 
a look at St. Lucia. Mr. Holmes has co
operated with me in obtaining employment 
for bOlys ever since we established St .. Lucia. 

:\fr. Rl'SSELL: How manv bovs have vou 
there ncnv ? ~ ~ " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Fifty-four at the present time, which is four 
in excess of the total number I really should 
have taken. but that is all to the good. 
:\fr. Holmes says-

" In reference to the questio•n raised 
regarding the number of St. Lucia lads 
still following a rural occupation, I have 
to advise that I carried out my promise 
to communicate with all parents residing 
in Brisbane. So far I have received 
thirty-six replies. 

" So far as I have been able to ascer
t.ain, of the cigbty-fi.-e lads placed, 
twcl.-e are not now in rural work. How
ever, out of that number, five do nolt 
appear to be inclined to take further 
work on farms. The rest of them as far 
as I can sec, from the letters received, 
will take further employment, but 
evidently they do not understand that 
this office is prepared to secure such 
work fc;r them. I have written to the 
parents in each case where they have not 
definitely informed me that their son is 
not prepared to again take rural em
ployment. 

"You will note that a number of the 
lads sent out in the first draft are still in 
their original positions. I have not been 
able so, far to ascertain whether eighteen 
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of the total placed are still on farms, 
but in the absence of information regard
ing them, I think that we would be quite 
justified in assuming that they are still 
on the land. 

"In any case, the letters received 
prove that St. Lucia has more than justi
fied its existence, and after observing the 
methods of training at St. Lucia and the 
results on farms, I am quite satisfied 
that therC' is ro.om for an institution of 
this nature, even in the best of times. 
Gatton College serves its purpose, but its 
mis,ion is quite a different one from St. 
Lucia. 

" I understand the l\ ew Settlers' 
League intends now to take action to 
keep in close touch >vith these lads in the 
future." 

That bears out the statement made on both 
sides of the Committee that many of these 
boc·s are happily circumstanced and placed 
un farrn.;::. 

It might be interesting for hon. members 
to hear some of these letters. For example-

" :Vlrs. Coleman telephoned that her 
son. who was sent to the employ of Mr. 
G. Dore, Hillview, via Dalveen, by this 
office, is now in the employ of Mr. Dare's 
brother with wages at the rate of £1 per 
"eek and keep. He is very. very keen 
on the life on the land, and she does not 
think that he is ever likely to leave it." 

A letter addressed from Xundah to the 
officer in charge, Farm Lads Bureau, reads-

" I am pleased to sa:v that my son is 
still in employment in rural occupation 
to Mr. Eccles, The Gums, via Dalby." 

..\nothcr letter reads-
" I desire to inform you that my son 

1s still following the rural position 
obtained for him by your department 
and getting on \veiL" 

Another communication states~ 

" I wish to advicP van that is 
still employed in rural occupation ... 
Thanking you for your kind interest." 

Another correspondent reports-
" My son who \va~ at St. Lucia is 

employed by . . . in the employment to 
which he was sent bv vour department on 
25th June 1934. I 'have had a splendid 
report fro~ the l~;J's employers, which is 
.-ery pleasmg ... 

Another letter reads-
" ... I am pleased to say, in reply, 

that my son is still employed by Messrs. 
McGeehan Bros., of Kairi, North Queens
land. that position having been found 
for him by you. I am also glad to say 
that the knowledge and experience 
gained by him at the St. Lucia Training 
Scho_ol has been of great value and help 
to lnm. 

Another letter reads-
" J\h son Thomas is still with Mr. 

Lang,, of Texas. I am .-cry pleased to 
tell you he likes his place, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Lang are very good to him. I 
know they have a very nice, active, and 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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willing worker. As he gets his money 
he puts it into the bank. He is a very 
saving lad. I hope Mr. Lang does not 
let him get into bad company. 

"vVishing you all success for the 
trouble you are taking for the welfare 
of the lads. 

" Hoping they will be as fortunate as 
rny son Thomas." 

Another letter reads-
" ... I wish to advise that my son 

is still employed on the ]and." 

I clo not wish to quote all those letters, but 
one letter here is worth quoting, because I 
lhink parents should know just how things 
stand in regard to thec,,e bDys. This is a 
letter which is typical of the outlook of an 
"arncst parent and his conception of his 
duty to his son. and his son's duty to the 
StB.te-

" I am happv to state that our son. 
John Dovovan, ~late student of St. Lucia, 
is still engaged in rural \vork; he is 
working for a l\Ir. Skinner at Jandowae. 
and he is very happy there. He is not 
overworked and he is well fed. This is 
his second place. His fcrst place was at 
Gra.ntham, but he left to better himself. 
He has been at J andowae nearly a year. 

"Mr. Donovan (John's father) met Mr. 
Skinner. who said that the St. Lucia 
training must haYe been very thorough 
and comprehensiYe-judging by John's 
knowledge of technical points and scien
tific facts-nseful knowledge that takes 
a lad years to acquire if he has had no 
previous training such as St. Lucia 
offers; howoyer, he has one drawback, 
that is his lameness. He finds 10s. a 
woPk enough now. as he is only nine
teen; but though he is willing and intel
ligent, he is hardly hefty enough for a 
farmer; but he is very happy where he 
is at present. \Ve, his parents, are 
grah~ful to St. Lucia for the training 
our son has receiYed there, and we con
sider he's far better off morally, physic
ally, and financially than if he wore 
hanging about round town waiting for 
something to turn up." 

Those letters are typical of the letters we 
are receiving from parents. I want to look 
after those boys, and I want these boys to 
aYail thcmsol vos of the opportunity offered 
t'l them. 1 can assure parents of our care 
and thought for the welfare of the boys in 
lhe direction of doing everything we can to 
l,P]p them to make a success of their lives. 

At 9.55 p.m,, 

The TEC\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Undet· 
the provisiors nf the Sessional Orders 
f1'sreed to by the House on 29th August and 
3rd October, I shall now leave the chair 
and make my report to the House. 

The House resumed. 

The TE1IPORARY CHAIR1IAN reported pro
gn~~s anll asked lea Ye to sit again. 

Resumption of Committee made an Order 
of tho Day for to-morrow. 

Tho House adjourned at 9.56 p.m. 

[lion. F. 1\". flulcock. 
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