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WEDNESDAY, 31 CCTOBER, 1934.

Mr. Seeaker (Hon. G. Pollock,
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

Grigory)

QUESTIONS.

UNFORESEEN EXPENDITURE, PUBLIC
STPERANNUATION BOARD.

SERVICE

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) asked the Pre-
mier—

“What is the reason for the large

zmount of unforescen expenditure by

the Public Service Superannuation Board
in 1933-34 7

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. 7. Pease, Herbert), for the PREMIER
1Houn. W. Forgan Smith, Muckay), replied—

(i) Interest payments on contribu-
tiors of certain retired officers, £928 15s.
Sd

As it is in the discretion of certain
aged-seventy contributors to take annui-
or withdraw from the fund, it is
impossible to estimate with any degree
of accuracy what amount will be required
annpually for the payment of interest.

f(ii.) Actuary’s fees and out-of-pocket
exponses 1n connection with the recent
nquennial valuation of the public ser-
» superannuation fund, £736 1s, 8d.”

tiea

BIatNTENANCE EXPENDITURE, 1929-1934.

e, WALKER (Toorosra) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Works—

“What has been the expenditure on
maintenance of voads under the control
of the Main Roads (‘ommission in each
of the past five financial years—(a)
Apportioned to the State: (o) appor-
tioned to local authorities?”

The SF"T{EL ARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. Ii. A. Bruce, T'he Tubleland) replied—
. \ Apportioned to
Year. Total, Apportioned to Local
! the State. Authoritics.
I
o | ¢ s a0 & s £ s od
1920-1920 | 188,965 17 0 | 116,348 18 4 72,617 18 8
1950-1931 .1 123,934 18 5 78,577 14 3 57,357 5 2
1931-1932 \ 145,953 19 11 84,402 12 4 61,551 7 7
1932-1933 L0 123,841 1 11 74,314 15 11 49,526 6 0
1933-1934 ‘ 157,763 11 1 | 102,789 12 6 54,973 18 7
—— T
PAPER. indisposed and is unable to attend the
The following paper was laid on the table, House. In his absence, therefore, T shall ask
and ordered to be printed. the hon. member for Ipswich, one of the
Fortymninth report of the Registrar of Temporary Chairmen, to take the chair in
Friendly Societies, Building Socie- Commiittee.
gsz)iet?:;sd Industrial and Provident {Mr. Gledson, Ipswich, in the chair.)
Estimates 1x CHier, 1934-35,
SUPPLY.
FRa. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
{ESUMPTION OF CoMMITTEE—ESTIMATES—
LELEVENTH AXD TWELFTH ALLOTTED Davs. CHIEF OFFICE.
ILLNESS OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, Question stated—
Mr. SPEAKER: The Chairman of Com- “That £64.635 be granted for ‘ De-
mittees, Mr. Hanson, is unfortunately still partment of Agriculture—Chief Office.” ”’
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Mr. LARCOMBE (RocZhampton) [10.38
am.]: The Rockhampton electorate, which
I represent, is in the heart of a very rich
agricultural and dairying district as well as
being an outlet for the immportant stock
wealth of Central Queensland. For many
years, too, I had the pleasure of repremnt
mg the Keppel electorate, which is partly
agricultural, partly dalr\nn“ and partly
grazing, and [ have always t&ken u keen
intevest in the primary industries in that
district. I join with hon. members in pro-
auping the importance of agriculture in
State.  That is what may be called
it is a truism. The importance
of agriculture cannot be over-estimated and,
as members of this Parliament, we know
that statesmen, economists, and philosophers
Lave joined i stressing its importance and
in emphasising the value of men on the
lannd.  In onc of his poems Essex Evans
writeg—

“ There’'s music in the axe’s ring

Swung by a strong right hand;
The men that make the nation
Are the men upon the land.”

We agree \\ﬁh that philisophy, thus pos
cally stated, and we as a party and
CGovernment Ia\e translated it into pr
tical effect. We can claim without exaggera
tion that we as a Labour Parry and as a
Lubour Gov mnmem have laid down the
foundation ¢f a sound and sane aguuﬂtu‘al

scheme and policy.  Recently, Mr. J.
1;11'{11 one of the rural len wdors ouiside of

Tm’mluont speaking in the Central district
concorning the Primary 1’1~oducm’~g' Organi-
sation et and similar Actz, said it would

be a tragedy if this loglslatlo'i were repealed.
e expressed the fear that there was a
move on hand by certain vested interests
to bring about the repeal or the mutilation

of that important legislation.  That is an
ou of opinion from a rural lesder
Lot associated with the Labour
for we know that Mr. Harding
ran ax a Senate candidate at the last
Federal elections in the intevests of 7
Doug Credit Party, It is a \'m-js tixng‘-}o
matter to assert that Labour is to

the man on the land; it i unnmmﬁv to
prove it. Tt is well known that duri ing the
wgimr- of the Labour (lovernment between

815 and 1929 the amount of wealth yroduc-
1 lon  reached a  record in  this C~tate—
£730.030.000 worth of wealth was produced in
anmluldnd in fourteen years under a Labour
Government, Where can a similar I'OEOI"d be
shown or one that can in any way approxi-
mate it.

A g How much of that did your
Government ploduce i

Mr. LARCOMBE: T am not going to
make such an absurd or ridiculous statement
that this Government produced the wealth,
but we provided the legislation, the pro‘rec~
tion aud the encouragement re xpo]ﬁlble for
that production of woalth, We were respon-
sible for manv aspects of that enormous
iiercase in produ('lion. Under the Labour
Government the number of dairymen and
cultivators of the soil inercased by 17.000
during a period of fourteen years. whereas
in the other States of Australia there was
a decline in the number of people engaged
in these cccupations If hon. members orpo-
site \\ould read tho ¢ Producers” Review ”
and the ‘ Queenstand Producer,” and their
comments in 1929 just after the Labour Go-
vernment were defeated, they wounid find

[Mr. Larcombe.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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that the non-Labour journals to which I have
referred paid a high tribute to the agricul-
tural leadership and policy——

AIr. Moogr: Non-Labour?

¥r. Sparkes: They are the best advocates
vou have got.

Mr. LARCOMBE : Of course, they are the
hest advocates, from a non- part" point of
view. 'They realise that the Labour Party
approximates ncarer to a farmers party
than any other party in this State. (Opposi-
tion laughter.) They realise, too, that the
b aid to progress and dev e‘opment, includ-
ing agricultural development, is to be had
from the Labour Party and a Labour Govern-
ment. They eriticise Labour, as they criticise
non. members opposite.  We know that these
papers are warm in their eulogy of Labour
legislation and administration so far as land
settlement is concerned, and were especially
«n when TLabour was leaving office in 1929.
We know that they have been just as severe
in their criticism of Labour as they have
seen in their criticism of other parties in
this State. Therefore, in stressing the import-
ance of agriculture to the Std‘re I am justi-
fied in stressing also the close attention
Labour has paid to its progress and advance-
nt. The late Dr. Johnson said that if we
dignity by immediate usefulness
then agriculture was the first and noblest
science.  Hon, memlers opposite will agree
with that tribute paid by a great
authority to agriculture. Dr. Johnson was
not an agriculturist, One does not need to be
on the land to appreciate the importance of
agriculture and land settlement. It is an
aspect of political cconomy that appeals to
cervhody. and not merely those on the land.
fhe poople in the cities 1(41150 the import-
ce of agricultural problems just as much
Lion. imembers who come from farming
wtituencies, Hon. members opposite claim
monopoly in  the safeguarding of the
crests of the man on the land, but they
ave not dealt on these Fstimates with some
of the real problems troubling the man on
the land. which have been referrad to by
our rural leaders.
Mr. C'LAyTON :
¢ incrensed
Uovernment,
Ar. LARCOMBE: To-day I intend to refer
to a foew of those handicaps to agriculture
and to the man on the land. First of all,
I desire to refer to the problem of high
shipping freights. Hon. members opposite
have a lot to say about railway freights.
There is this important factor to be borne
in mind: the Rallway Department is carr
g fertiliser on the railways from the Ne
ouih Wales border to Cairns at the rate of
ne farthing per ton per mile. Where does
sy ,hlppmv company offer such rates of
r)mrrht to a man on the land? The Railway
Department and the Government are not
making great profits out of the man on the
iand. The money received by the Railway
Depavtment is not in excess of that required
in (ndcx to carry the produce. Whilst hon.
memibers  opposite refer to the freights
charged by our railways they are blind to
the enormous profits made by the shipping
ring throughout Australia. That is one of
the nroblems that hon. members overlook.

Mr, N1mamo: They are not making profits.
Mr. LARCOMBE: Does the hon. member

think that we are unaware of the methods
adopted by these companies? Does he think
that we know nothing of the watered stock

m
estimated

One of these problems is
freights charged by your

3
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and bonus shares of these companies? The
hon. member and his political party overlook
some of the real difficulties of agriculture
which have been emphasised by rural leaders
outside of Parliament. Some of these pro-
blems are—
1. Extortionate shipping freights;
2. Taxation relief by the Federal Govern-
ment, which has not bcen passed on
to the working farmer

For cvidence of that fact I would refer hon.
meiubers to the * Telegraph  and * Courier-
Vail ” of March of the present year.
3. Tariff and excise reductions made by
the Kederal Government not passed
on to the working farmer;

For evidence of that I refer
opposite  to  the

menibers
* Evening

hon.
Roeckhampton

News.” not a Government supporter of the
present year.
4. The suggested limitation of the B

na\ku to the Queensland and Aus
tralian producer generally;

This is a scrious problemn and one which i»

!ike!v to materialise to a dangcrous extent
in the pear future, and yet hon. mcmbers

do not discuss it.
The injurious cffect of the policy of
the Federal Government on Queens-
iand agriculture and allied indus-
trlea,

No veference is made to that factor by hon.
members oppoﬂto notwithstanding that they
are quick fo eriticise the Labour Government
and the policy of the Railway Department:
they ignorve the real problems of agriculture
and land settlement,
6. The policy of the large financial insti-
tutions which is \cmowlv prejudicing
the man on the land.

All these points have been referved to
recently by recognised leaders of agriculource.
and publicity has been given to thern by the
anti-Labour press of this State. The Aus-
trallan  exporter pays over £10,600,000
annually in shipping freights. It can be
scen, therefore, that this is a very important

a»gm of aorlcu‘tmc a very important aspect
of land settlement, and a very important
aspect to the scttler who Is struggling undes
great difficulties.

Mr. Niymo: Don’t you think your indus-
fria; ]oghlatlon has tended to make those L igh
freights?

Mr. LARCOMBE: The hon. member for
{Oxley is entitled to his opinion in that respect
and 1 have no objection to his voicing 1t
but at the present time I wish to refer to
what I term the real problems. The poing
raised by the hon. member for Oxley is not
g sound one. Results during a period of
fourtcen rears proved thaf the Labour policy
imposed no injury on the man on the land.
{Opposition dissent.) Salaries and wages
were greater, purchasing power swas greater,
(‘\Y)OYtS were greater, Savings Bank returns
were greater, ‘and side by side with the pro-
gress of the industrial workers in the city
there were progress and development in the
country also. Satisfactory price levels ave
e@»entml for the man on the land, and there
iz no real antagonism between our industrial
policy and the interests of the producers.

Mr. Manrr: What about the last two years
of Labour policy ?

Mr. LARCOMBE : T shall gratify the wish
of the hon. member for West Moreton A

[31 OCTOBER.]

Supply. 1065

(‘hppmcr that I have in my hand fromn the
“ Courier-Mail ” of 29th August, 1933, deal-
ing with fruit freights, roads—

“ UxratR ATTITUDE.

“Growers Appeal.

Allegations that the \hxpmn‘eh were
mealr and high-handed in their attitude
towards the fruit exporters were made
to the Prime Minister, My. J. A. Lyons,
to-dav.”

The m];utdtlon appealed to the Prime
Minister and stressed the point I have men-
tioned. showing that the complaint is not a
party political one, but is genuine and wide-
and that the producer in his own
is compelled to protest against the
unfair fruit freights that are charged. The
Director of Fruit Marketing, Mr. Ranger,
in a statement to the press published in
Augusi of last year pomtud out that of 6s.
10d., which was estimated to be the average
Hlall\(}l, pricc of a case of apples shipped to
England, 4s. 14d. went in freight, and that
with the doduc ion of other charges actually

resulted in many cases in a loss to the Jbro
ducers. Po gave one instance where 5,000
caszos of apples were exported and the fumht
was so outvageously high that the grower
was called upon to pay £300 to meet a
deficiency in the procceds of his consignment.
Here is one of the real problems we have
to face. It is idle to talk about wages and
aluries und the industrial policy “of the
Labour Party being ves pon\lblo for any
handicap suficred by the man on the land.
T.et us face the question of shipping freights.
If we do that we shall then be focusing pubhc
attention upon a very vital mndlcap of the
producer, and there may be some prospect
of relieving him of the impost,

Mr. NicxrIx: What action would you sug-
gest to reduce oversea freights?

Mr. LARCOMBE: We know what action
Labour did take. Labour was responsible
for the establishment of the Commonwealth
shipping Hue. Those ships certainly showed
losscs in a time of difficulty, but as respon-
sible leaders of the producers and others have
frequently stated, it was a tragedy that those
ships were sold, that the losses incurred by
those ships were nothing compared with the
enornious increase In f1e1ghts that were made
ult of the abolition of competition.
The of Australia have paid through
the 1}0;0 because of the selling of that line,
and the producers have been handed over
Am‘m to the interests of monopoly.

Passing on from the fruit industry to the
meat industry, we find the same complaint.
()n thie 2nd Junc last, according to the daily

* Telegraph,” My, J. W. ~\Hon, General
Secretary of the Grazlers’ Association of New
South Wales, complained bitterly coucerning
the freights on chilled beef. The news; paper
extract reads—

as o

Sal

¢ InpossiBLE RATES.
CFreight on Chilled Becef.

* There is not the slightest doubt, the
rates on chilled beef are much too high,
putlcu]axlv when endeavours are being
made to increase this freight. As a
matrer of fact, the raies are such as to
malke it practically impossible for chilled
beef to be exported on a commercial
basis.”

That is
gra

statement of a leader of the
ry in Australia pointing out

Myr. Larcombe.]

the
indus
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how the chilled beef trade, which we are
hoping to expand, is suffeuno soverely as
a result of high f1cxght Chalg(}b. Hon. mem-
bers opposite ask by interjection what I
would do. I pointed out what a Labour
Government did, and I would point out
further that if they would take up this matter
with the Commonwealth Government, and
if hon. members opposite would insist in
and out of scason that the Commonwealth
Governnment should take action, a redluction

in those extortionate flOlghté would be
brought about. DBut while hon. members
opposite confine their outlook and their

criticism to the Labour Government there
is no hope of relieving the farmers of the
real burdens that are pressing upon them.

With regard to the question of resiricticn
of exports, a proposal that has been put
forward seriously by vested intercsis, no
doubt in a fow months’ time we shall find
restrictive action being taken in  connec-
tion with our chilled beef trade, as a
result of which Australia will suffer. 2
is the time for the leaders of the rural
movement to take a definite sraud and
register emphatically their protest against
the restriction of exports, which involves
in turn a restriction of production. We
do not challenge the right of the Tnglish
farmer to cultivate for his own m f
we do not attempt to dictare the nelicx
of the Unitesd Kir but we do say

that  Dominion should t be
restricted  whilst exports are pouring in
from foreign countries. If how. members
will take up Federal * Fansard ™ of the

present vear, and read a speech made by
Senator KElliott, they will find a (f)lllpldlht
based on  the same grounds. Senator
Elliott asked the JMinister in charge of the
Senate if it ‘wese not a fact thay the
imports  of certain  foreign ‘oods nro
Ingland were inereasing, and if that wa- a
fact whether action would be taken by the
Federal Government in an oad to
limit foreign ecxports? The 1 in
charge in the Qmute replied that, so far
as  wheat  purticularly  was orned,
there had been an incrcase of 45 jper cent.
in the impoits of wheat from foreign coun-

trie Immg the first three mont of the
preseut financial vear, as cowmpared with
the  corresponding  period for 1833, Yet
hon. member 0])))0\‘1'70 sit silent,  They
realise tho danger, but “My party, right or
wrong 7’ is thou‘ motto.  Ther will mnot
criticise the actions of the Federal Govern-
ment because that critic react
against thelr own party. There ie a time
when  all should be for the nation and
none for the party. Let us protest now

winst  this  move, which is  going to
seriously react ngam&t the Quom»la)(l pro-

ducer and the Australian producer as a
whole. Half our public iudebtcdne:s 1s pay-
able in London, and can be met only by

exports of our goods, and how isz Australia

going to mect her interest bill in London
if this sinister move to limit the amount

of Australian exports is to be cnforced?
We should let our views be Im()\\n to Mr.
Malcolm Macdonald, who 1is representing
the Imperial Government in thls country.
We told him in Rockhampton, we should
tell overy Government representative here
and on the other ide of the world that we
are deflinitely against this poliey of restrie-
tion of exports.

[Yr. Larcombe.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Another aspect of this Important ques-
tion liex in the fact that Queensland
and Australia are part of the Dr tish
Empire. If the Fmpire 1s to be strong m

times of war it should be built up In times
of peace. Yet we find that men who wave
flags and roar “ Empire” sit ut whilst
exports arc pouring into Britain
from foreign countrics in increasing

tities to the detriment of their own
tralian producers, many of hom
returned soldiers, We want  tho

Icaders in Parliament to do what the raval
leaders outside are dolng, and to submif
to Mr. Macdonald and other Government
representatives our objection to this odious
form of restriction, which is going to react
against the Queensland producer.

quan-

Ans-

Passing on to the question of the
Federal Government’s responsibility for the
farmer’s position in Queensland, I should like

to mention this other aspeht that hon.
members  opposite  conbinually  overlook.
Fon, recollect that last year

mewmbers will
I moved a resolution of protest against the
action of the Federal Gommmem, in rela-
tion to our Queensland primavy industries.

Hon. menibers opposite asserted that iy
action wuas party political pxoplrmnda
The Prime Minister said, in reply, that
the resolution of protest carried b} this
Chamber was an exaggeration. But what

havpened?  On the eve of the Federal
election the Federal Government admitted
tho force and cogency of the olution
passed by this Parliament, and vavied their
policy.  There was a moedification of their
rural policy on the eve of the Federal
‘\k‘ct]om in relation to Queensland. That

s an admiszion that the motien carried
by this Parliament had force and weight
and was not party political pronaganda.
The Federal Government admitted by th
action that the motion passed by  this
Chambier wus well timed and well framed.

n oregard to the sugar industry. we know
the producers of this State are losing

500,000 annually  as a vesult of the
policy of the Federal Governmeunr. We
should never let up on that complaint. We
should never allow the Fedeval Gowern-
nient, colloquially speaking, to awas
with that robbery of our sugar industry.
One and a-quarter million pounds with-
drawn annually from the industry in this
State at a time when our financial difficul-
ties arce great and when we are struggling
desperately to balance our Budget or reduce
the deficit the State was showing when we
came into power! Yet the Federal Govern-
ment enforced at the point of the political

pistol an untimely review of the sugar
agreement, and alter it in the way I have
mentioned !

The action of the IFederal Government
extended also to the cotton indusiry., As a
result of that action we find there was a
serions decline in the production of cotton.
The tigures arc as follows :—

1931-32 15,244,000 1b.
1932-33 6,270,000 1b.

Tn 1933-34 there has been a rccovery, partly
because a stalile Labour Government was
returned to power in Queensland and gave
the industry much necded assistance. Still
we are not out of the wood. We are placed
in great danger. The cotton lint imported
into Australia in 1930-31 was 370,800 lb., and
in 1932-33 it had gone up to 3,820,000 lb.
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We see, therefore, a serious increasc in the
importation of cotton as a result of the tariff
policy of the Federal Government.

In regard to other primary industries also
ve find the same sorry story told by statis-
ties.  We find that the tobacco grower, as
well as the cotton and sugar growers, has
been suffering under this limited and short-
sighted policy of the Federal Government.
With regard to peanuts, we find the same
nmmncho]y story. In 1930-831 only 24,000 lb.
of peanuts were imported into the Common-
wealth,  In 1933-34 the imports had increased
to 3712620 lb. That increase has occurred
during a few vecars owing to the changed
Federal fiscal policy of the Lyons Adminis-
tration.

Me. ResssiL interjected.

Mr. LARCOMBE : I have here the state-
ment of the chalrman of the Peanut Board.
In his opinion the industry has rcceived a
knock froin which it would be hard to
vecover, and he severcly castigated the
Federal Government on the eve of the
Federal election for the dangerous policy of
that Administration in regard to peanuts,
The heading is ““ PPoor Return.

The TEMPOR: \PY CITAIRMAN :
be hon. mewmber has
allowed him under the

Order !
cxhausted the time
Standing Orders.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [11.2 am.]:
<o not posc as an agricultural expert, but
T cannot allow some of the statements made
by the hon. member for Rockhampton to
o unchallenged. 1t is habitual for him
o pose as the farmer’s friend and to abuse
ke Lyons Government Tor, as he says, having
pcmotrmnd various kinds of injustices
vnst the primary producers of this State.
e know the Scullin Government some years
g() 1nt10ducod a very high tariff. In the
of vavions industries throughout
Custralin they imposed high import duties.
¢ has been a great outery in the South
:,ml while  we, in Queensland, naturally
n*cd that cur own primsry industries
ould reenive the greatest protection pos-
sible we must, at any rate, grant this fact
in favour of the Federal Government—that
they are governing the whole of Australia.
Thove are many interests oppored to this
protection,  which particularly  favours
Queensland  industries.  While 1t is quite
popular for Ldbour members here to declaim
agninst the Lyons Government in regard to
industries that are specially Queensland’s, we
must 19memb(‘1 that there is a big section
of the people in the South—inel: 1dmg a big
<ection of Labour people themselves—who
antagonistic to Queensland because
allege we have received undue protec-
I am pot at all backward in asking
for tha greatest protection possible for
Qrmmland s primary industries, but it must
be borne in mind that there are two sides
to the question.

The hon. member just now mentioned pea-
nuts.  If he will furn to the happenings for
the wear 1933-34 he will find that the im-
nortations of peanuts took place with the
consent of the Peanut Board to a limited
extent, The protestion afforded on whole
peanuts 1s 4d. a Ibh., and on kernels 6d. a
Ih.. and in the hon. member’s own electorate
of Rockhampton he will find the peanut
growers are absolutely satisfied with the pro-
tection they are to-day receiving.

Mr. LARCOMBE :

are very
they

They are not.

[31 OcToBER.]
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I know better.
I know bcetter.

. RUSSELL:
3y, LARCOMBE:

Mr., RUSSELL: I am not going to allow
the hon. member to get away with the state-
ment that the Lyons Government are the
greatest edherents to a policy of restriction.
We know that in the past not only ke but
also other members on the Government side
have cndeavoured to fasten on the Lyons
Governmens a policy of resiriction of exports
to Gireat Britain, That is absolutely without
foundation. We remember that Mr. S, M.
Bruce revisited Australia and warned us as
to the irend of British policy. What he told
us then is qult trae, because already restric-
tions have becn 1mp0“ed on the importations
of froren beef from Argentina.  The fear
that v ction might also be imposed
on Australian beef. We know that as a result
of British policy a subsidy has been granted
to the local beef producers to enable them
ta compete with the large importations of
chilled Deef, mostly from the Argentina. Aus-
tralia is only on the verge “of things in
conneetion with the chilled beef trade and
there 13 no suggestion whatever of restr ictions
being pldcod on Australian chilled beef. At

wWas

the same time I quite admit that we should
be foolish indeed if we were to ncglect to
take into consideration the cffect of vestric-

tion on cur exports, There is no doubt that
underlying the whole trend of B ritish policy
is the idea of restriection. We have to combat
that, and I deny that the Lyons Government
arc advocates of restriction. I also deny
that the Labour Govermment in Cbueendand
were the first to lead the opposition against
the policy of vestriction. Ivery section of
the peop Io in Australia to-day 1s against a
policy of restriction, and no one party can
clmm anv credit for it. The whole of the
people of Australia are well advised to oppose
it. because we know very well that if restric-
tions ave placed on our exports it will be
disastrous to Australia. T say that every
man who has the welfare of this country at
heart must be against a policy of restriction.
It is idle for the Tabour Government to pose
as the people who led the oppomtlon against
restriction. Fvery State n the Common-
wealth is against restriction.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Were
they before Mr., Bruce made his visit to
Australia?

My, RUSSELL: Yes.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. RUSSELL: The Minister knows that
statement issued on the subject was
aga a policy of restriction.  But, no
wiatter what we say, we shall have to prepare
our case, because it is impossible for Great
Britain to absorb the enormous quantity of
primary [)10\1[16" now going on to that
market.

Mr. G, . Tavw What caused the
Country Party to mhlse to go in with the
Lvons Government in the Federal arena?

Mr. RUSSELL: What has that got to do
with the subject? T admit that we in Aus-
fralia must frame a policy in regard to our
exports. As T said recently, we have a
good case. We have to meet our commit<
ments, and we have to develop this country

nd, \xnat is more important than that, “hlle
t‘»mﬁ 1s an agitation in certain qualter in
(reat Britain for the imposition of restric-
tions on Dominion products as well as on
foreign products, the sentiment in the old

Mr. Russell.)
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country is strongly in our favour so long as
we are prepared to live up to our engage-
ments.

There is a good deal of controversy over
the Ottawa Agreement The Australian
manufacturer says, and the Labour Party
says likewise, that the Ottawa Agreement
was framed in the interests of British manu-
facturers. The British manufacturers say
that the Ottawa policy was framed to keep
them out of this country. Then again, the
British producer says that he wants some
protection against the Dominion producer,
and the Dominion producer claims absolute
preference in (reat Britain. Between these
conflicting ideas there must be some way
out. We can get fair treatment in regard
to our primary produce overseas provided
we do not ask for everything and give noth-
ing. We may enter the negotiations for this
new agreement in a spirit of compromise, but
we cannot expect to have everything our
own way any more than we can concede to
Great Brl’[am the right to have everything
that she wants. 1 rose to say that we
absolutely refute the assertion that the
Lyons Government were advocates of a policy
of restriction.

Mr. G, C. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [11.10
a.m.}: I am pleased to be able to congratu-
late the Secretary for Agriculture in asking
for an increased appropriation for the Chief
Office this year. It indicates that the de-
partment is fulfilling its duty in an efficient
manner and that it is making for progress
in this State.

ne must bear in mind the recent remarks
by the Under Sacretary for the Dominions,
Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, and one must not
ovcﬂ"loo the fact that no doubt that gentle-
man has visited this country with a view
to ascertaining the position of our primary
producers so that he may report to his
Government should they find it necessary
to impose further restriction upon zmpmts
in the mte}eqm of their own primary indus-
tries. Mr. Macdonald definitely stated that
agricuhural industries in  England had
declined because of the large importations
of primary produce from the Dominions and
ign countries. We are faced with &
very sericus problem as regards our overseas
markets. Tt must be recegnlsbd that every
country in the world is developing its pri-
mary pr'»dnch“n and becoming not only
self-contained but also a competitor in those
countries where the primary industries arve
xecondaru\/ to the manufacturing industri
It o w(crrms »d- fact that heavy
turing countries are our best
our sm’rﬂus primary products.

We have we’whod an interesting st
result  of the Ottawa Agreement.
('F’&W& Agreement Wwas Verv necessary.
of the discussions which took place
the Canadian Parliament twelve months
ior to the Ottawa Agrecment indicates
that the Canadian pcorﬂA at that time were
ed with the deal they were getting
mnnafv produce in Britais. and
dormq linking up with the United

'y
were co

Statos of Ameriea.
Mr.

J. G. Bavizy:

G. C. TAYLOR: Discussions wers
taking place on the question, and press com’
ments clearly indicated that the thox ghts of
‘anadian people were seriously runmnfv
in ’nnf direction. It must be borne in mmﬂ
that in additon to the BPBritish stock in

[Mr. Russell.

Never.
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Canada there is a huge French-Canadian
population. At the same time discussions
were taking place at the primary producing
conferences in this State, such as the local
producers’ associations, "which forced the
British Government to the conclusion that a
conference of the Dominions was necessary
to discuss primary production and the quota
of primary imports into the United King-
dom. The British Government recognised
that that method was the onlv one to stop
such _discussions, particularly in Canada, and
decided that a conference should be held at
Ottawa.

Allied with this question is another one
concerning the investments of the British
investor in primary industries in foreign
countries. At the conference with Mr.
Malcolmm Macdonald, Under Secretary of
State for Dominion Aﬁalrs which was held
in this Chamber on Monday afternoon last,
I asked a question which had greater bear.
ing on the issue than hon. members con-
ceded. It related to the manner in which
the pressure from investors in Argentina was
going to be taken by the British Govern-
ment when it became a question of their
investments as against the investments by
another section of the British community
the primary producing interests in Aus-
tralia. Hon, members are cognisant of the
fact that millions of pounds of British money
are invested in our wool industry. In fact,
half the stations in this State are controlled
by overseas institutions, such as Golds-
brough, Mort, and Company, and Dalgety
and Company. When we realise that half
of the land 1n this State on which wool is
grown is controlled by investors in Britain,
we get down to the basis of control.

Mr. Srarxes: Do you object to the Rritish
investor ?

Mr. G. TAYLOR: No, I do not. But
1 desire to point out that another section
of British investors have more money in-
vested in foreign countries, and that their
interests must be considered when it comes
“to a question of the importation of prlmazy
produce from this country. That is the
reason for my contention that we have a
pretty tough fight ahead of us to find a
cot for the surplus of our primary pro-
“zees which i1s ever on the increase. We are
fortunate in so far as we do not suffer from:

extraordivarily hard scasons that con-
nt primary producers in Canada. It has
proved that Queensland can produce
t butter in the world. Quite recently
land a factory in the Kingaroy dis-
triet secured the highest possible award for
hutter imported from the Dominion That
zoes to show that we can offer the "British
consumer the finest article the world can
produce. Therefore, we should be treated
differently from the producer in Argentina

1y

and other countries. That is one of the
problems which not onlv this  Parlia-
ment  but every other Parliament in

stralia and the represenfanvew of the pri-
ary producers must solve. If the British
overnment desire the Dominicns to remain
as an integral part of the British Common-
wealth of Nations then we should have first
call on her markets for our primary pro-
duce. We gave our manhood of the first
quality in the defence of the Empire, and
in doing so paid a price that is one of the
chief causes of the great burden of taxation
from which we are suffering. After all, why

Y
el
in
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do we want to worry so much about Argen-
tina, a country whose primary productxon is
carried on with cheap black labour? If we
believe in the predominance of the British
race. surely to goodness we can demand a
predominance for British peoples engaged
in  primary production for the home
markets? That is what we want.

Two questions are agitating the minds of
all Australian  Governments and of the
British Government: How best can we retain
the prestige that we enjoyed in the past,
and how can we deal with the huge problem
of unemployment? The Under Secretary of
State for Dominion Af‘fairs is giving this
country the ‘‘once over” with a view to
settling in the future some of England’s
surpius population on Australian land if it
can possxbly be done. That is the objective,
not because Britain likes to do it—she does
not want to get rid of any population unless
that po‘au lation is becoming a menace to the
country-—but undoubtedly the unemployed
population of Britain is growing daily. The
British Government recognise that if by the
judicious expenditure of a few million pounds
they can place some of their unemployed on
fand settlement in the Dominions they will
not only assist the Dominions to provide an
asset to the country, but in the event of the
Empire being tackled in the Pacific will give
them a population that would, perhaps, be
able to handle the local situation. The only
backbone in regard to that question is the
primary-producing industries, No research
is required to convince anyone that the main
necessity of the primary industries is markets.
We have almost- reached a stage when
the primary producers will have to be pro-
vided for in much the same way as suburban
dwellers are assisted with transport facilities.
In other words, a market must be provided
before primary production can be increased.
The fact that every country in the world is
working aleng the same lines creates the pro-
blem. So long as we carry a large number of
unemployed industrial workers, so long will
a portion of the market of the primary pro-
ducers be of ne value. Our problem then is
to get our men back into work. If the
quarter of a miﬂion unemployed in Australia
were an actual instead of merely a. potential
market for the primary produce of this coun-
try the surplus of primary production would
be reduced, although increased land settle-
ment might take place.

My, Nivwo: You
telling you that your policy

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : He did not say any-
i of tl;@ kind. I think it was in answer
v hon. member for West Moreton that
. Macdonald said that the British Govern-
it had introduced a system of tariffs which
protected the industries in the old country
to the extent that more unemployed were
placed in work and a better market created
for the primary producers.

Kenxy: He
policy in Great

heard Myr. Macdonald
was wrong.

also told you that the
Britain was restiie-

Labour
tion.

TAYLOR : Mr.
old the hon. member for West Moreton that
the on ly solution of the difficulty was to get
the unemployed into work, which he
emphasised was the major problem of the
British CGovernment.

You are speaking about a
meeting  wh took place en

=]

Aacdonald also

Mr, Awnn
cenfidentia
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Monday, and you are attempting to gef
confidential information into * Hansard.”

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The attitude of the
hon. member is that he can discuss it, but
no one else can.

Let us deal with the woollen industry,
which we know is one of our greatest primary
industries. We find a desire on the part of
certain importers to foster a trade in this
country for cheap goods that are manufac-
tured out of wood puip. The people of this
country should recognise that every time they
purchase material made from wood pulp they
are doing a good turn, not to_their own
people in “this country, but to the Norwegian,
Russian, and American peoples. With the
aid of science we are abe to make a finer
woollen article than has been produced dur-
ing the history of manufactured woollen
gocds. The controllers of our emporiums
could at least afford the people the oppor-
tunity of purchasing these goods at a fair
price, thelefore enabling more sales to be
effected’ than is the case when these goods
are sold at the present prices in competition
with rayon and other materials made out of
wood pulp. The greatest obstacle confronting
the woollen industry is the increasing pro-
duction of synthetic goods, as a result of the
application of science to industry. The pur-
chase of cheap goods made from wood pulp
and artificial silk is detrimental to our home
industry. The importation of cheap foreign-
made goods is a very unwise policy, because
when one has to send money to other
countries for goods they cannot be regarded
as cheap.

Mr. Sparkes:You do not send your money
out. You send goods out and they take
vours in return.

 Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : How much goods do

he U nited ‘States of America take from us 7
xi the hon. gentleman any idea of the
hngs relating to the trade between this
country and the United States of America ?

Mr. Seanxzs: I have a big idea of thb
trade balanoe between thw country and
Japan, which is very much in our favour.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: Japan is, perhapq

the only country of which that can be said.
My, Sparxes: England, too.

Mr. G. C. TALYLOR

are pre-

What we
g

to sacrifice to-day will to our
t to-morrow. It would be much better
for this country if we took the advice of

the Under Secretary of State for Dominion
Aﬂmrs and attended to the matter of our
1f T?lnglamL which was tradition-
freetrade country, was forced into the
1 of adopting a tariff prefercntial
, surely we can do the same!

I should also like to make a few remarks
concerning the attitude of the Department
of A m}culture in regard to milk production.

Mr. Niwaro: Isn’t the Bill coming for-

system

ward?
Me, Go C. TAYLOR : It will probab?y be
13’\{ as forward as the hon. member himself.
The question of a pure milk supply for the

ty of Brisbane deserves immediate con-
sideration. The infantile mortality rate in
Queensland is higher than it is in any other
State in Australia. The reason for that
regrettable condition is that the milk supplv
here is not controlled. The Department of
iculture has inpectors and the Tealth

Mr. G. C. Tayior.]
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Department also has inspectors, but owing
to the archaic distribution system——

An Ovrposition Mzuper: Do
more Inspectors?

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : It docs not require
more inspectors. All that is nccessary is a
proper system of control. T am of the
opinion that tnb cities of Sydney, Adclaide,
Lieibourne, and PPerth would not have such a
low infantile death rate were it not for the

you want

fact that they have controlled milk sup-
plies.  When their children were fod on pure
milk, and not on milk taken from diseased
cows, the infantile nortality rate was
lowered.  Our infaniile mortality rate has
not increased bur the infantile mortality
rates of other ies have been lowered,
owing to the institution of pure milk sup-
phm,

Mr. Axyavp: The cannot afford to

buy milk.

. C. TAYL The hon. member
s not know what he is talking about.
Milk is cheaper to-day than it has been
for wears. It 13 too chmq) for the dairymen
to be able to produce it profitably. When
one can go out to & farm and buy milk from
55d. to 64d. a gallon, and when it is sold
in the city for 4d. and 5d. a quart, it shows
there is something radically wrong with the
system.

people

- Mr. Axyaxn: They cannot afferd to buy
1t to-day.
M. G "AYLOR ;. Milk can be bought

as cheaply as you like., The hou niember
should recognise the fact that * Cheap goods
are 1o c;oo‘l.’ That is the slogan the Aus-
tralian RG ople hou'd adopt.  Cheap goods

make cheap people.  Cheap people are of
no value to a conimunity, a naticn, or any-
thing else. The dalrying indus ])altl(ll-
Jﬂ,u\ in and avound the Brishanoe areca, will

in the very near future be able to con-
gratulate thi* Governinent on having done
it some good by the passage of a 3Bill
through Parliament. T am living in hLopes

that the hon, member will be able to support
it in the very ncar fuwn After that Bill
become: law the infantile mo‘tahtv rate of
the city will be vedueed, and the milk pro-
ducers will receive the right price for their
milk suppiicd to the city of Brisbane.

Moo SPARKES (Dulhy) [11.31 am.|: It i
jlumzuu to fiud that the hon. member for
tuoggera is departing from the policy of the
Labour Party in regard to increasing the
population of the coun A million or
more people In Australia wonld he a great
benelit to the Commonwealth, but that is
not the general opinion of moembers of the
Labour Party.

The
thr
wh

restriction  has  been
but, irrespective of
member has told wus, T thinl
prepaved to trade with Eng-
vould never be any mention
We have set up around us
: ictive tariffs against the people
Eng!u‘nd who are able to manufacture
certain  goods.  They have retaliated by
asking that some method of restriction be
imposed in their favour. In this country
we have the conditions which enable us to
produce the raw material. but England has
the conditions whereby this raw material
can be manufactured. The fact of the
matter is that we in Australia to-day want
to have the trade all one way.

[Mr. G C. Taylor.

question  of
yed thresdbare,
:t the hon,

that if we were
land

there
striction,
rost
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I rose to reply to the hon. member for
Pockhampton 1in regard to high freights.
I agree with him as to shipping flt,lghtb
I should like o inform him, espccially as
he at oue time was Secretary for Railways,
thit the railway freights on our cattle play
a very important part in our charges long
before they reach the ship’s holds. “Here 1
:n instance. For 28 bullocks and 210 wows
consigned from Kajabbi, North Quecnsland,
o a \mt hern meatworks, the owner received
£1 3s. 3d. a head and the Railway Depart
ment received £1 2s. 9d. There is the point.
How in the name of Heaven is he going to
send his cattle to the other side of the world
and make his bLlS][]LbS pay? "Lhe hon. mem-
ber criticised shipping freights, but he could
do something as regards the lowering of rail-
voal chdlgch Te cannot do very much
regarding shipping. A return of £1 8s. 3d.
to the grower for cach beast and a return
of £1 2s. 9d. to the Railway Depnartment for
conve: ing that betist to the works 1s a com-
slote  auswer to the assertion of the hon.
nember that railway freights are not high.

Mr. NIMMO {Oxley) [11.35 a.m.]: I desire
to say that so far as I am concerned the
Department of Agriculture and Stock is ful-
fiiing good work, but the policy of the
Labour Administration in connection with
lno man on the land is practically runina-

tion to him. 'The hon. member for Rock-
hampton this morning dealt with shipping
freights, We know that there was a time

when there vas much talk on the frei ght on
wool from the Central district of QuCexnland
to Brisbanc. Tt was alleged that the Rail-

way Departinent, by a system of tapering
rates. faveured Brisbane, as against neaier
poris.  The Rockhampton people did their
best to stop it, in order that the shipping

roople might load the wool hers and carry
to DBrishine, This showed that under f'til

conditions shipping freights arc very mucn
less than are railway freights notwith-

canding the eriticism of the hon member.
1\ e would Irave very much ches aper froights
i fuecnsland Jf it were not for the indus-

vial legl d by the Labour Party,
which 1s responsible, in some cases. for im-
posing  impossible conditions on the shlp—

p!n(r companies, and naturally is reflectod in

the freights charged. The two shmpu g com-
D ci—the  Adelaide Steamship \,mpany
and the Howard Smith Companr—have to

pas income fax on thelr business in Queens-
land, and the rate imposed by this Govern-
ment i, terrifically high. This has to be
paid directly by the shipping companies
indirectly by the primary producers.
The primary producers making use of the
ships thus have to pay indirectly the income
tax charges levied by the Government.

The hon. member also said that the policy
of the big financial institutions was
i the men on the land, but has he
that when the «epression was

g
forgotien
experienced in this country the big financial
institutions reduced their interest rates almost

imniediately?  They were down to 4 per
cent. whilst the Government were still charg-
ing the primary producers 5 per cent. and
6 per cent. through the Agricultural Bank.
It was not until the hon. member for Cook
gave notice of a-motion dealing with interest
rates charged by the Agricultural Bank that
the Government were forced to reduce their
interest charges, and even then they gave
way un\'UImOIy and stipulated that the
farmers should not enjoy any reduction until
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1st January, 1935, The big financial institu-
tions reduced their interest rates over twelve
and eighteen months ago.

It is true that overseas shipping freights
are high, but the policy of the Federal
Labour Government contributed in part to
this.  When the Scullin Government were
in power in the Federal arena and Mr.
Forde was Minister for Trade and Customs,
a high tarif was imposed. Any industry
that can function in this country on an
eccunomic basis is entitled to every protection,
but we should not seck to bestow an over-
generous measure of protection upon an
industry that gives no indication of becoming
an economic success, During the time that
'\[L Torde was Minister for Trade and
Cu tmms the iwaportation of plate glass from
elglum was prohibited.

%o TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I ask the hon. member to confine his remarks
to the vote under discussion.

Mr. NIMMO: The action of the Federal
Govm'nm(‘nt was responsible for one-way over-

ca traffic, and T contend that that aspect
(\f our Lommmcla] activities can be discussed
under this vote. That is one reason why the
:hlp]ung companies had to impose higher
oversen freight rates.

The TEMPORARY CIiIAIRMAN: I
would remind the hon. mewmber that the
Comimittee is dealing with the vote for the
Chict Office. Department of Agriculture and

Stock. It p(}rmits of a very wide scope for
discuseion in dealing with primary products,
but glass is not one of them.

Mr., NIMMO: It is one of the articles
that can be cxchanged for primary produce
froms this country, and in that way the
primary modu(or could be assisted. The
oversea, shipping gompanies were compelled
to charg l‘lghm‘ vates, because under the
taviff policy laid down by the Federal Labour
Government they had to visit this country
with their hulls’ practically empty in order

seoure the Joading from this country for
ts of the world. One of our greatest
is that we have gone mad on eco-
nomic nationalism in this country, and our
primary producers are suffering.

1 was glad to hear the hon. member for
Enommm inform the Committee that the
Government  cont ‘emplated the introduction
of a Milk DMl this session. 1 congratulate
the Department of Agriculture upon bringing
that 111‘ forward, but I hope that a mono-
poiv will not be created. We have long
lookcd for such a Bill, and I hope that it
will contain no objectionable features.

My, CONROY (Maranoa) (1140 a.m.]: We
2l appreciate the importance of agriculture
and the wonderful work that is bomg carried
out by the department. It is freely admitted
ihat ihe man on the land has many problems
to deal with, and probably the most impor-

ant once that cannot be avoided is that of
dry seasons, Another matter that causes him
seriou concern is the low price level for
primary produce.  Another is the lack of
market. I have no desire to enter into the
controversy concerning restriction of primary
production. T had an opportunity of hearing
the remarks of the Under Sccretary of State
for  Dominion Affairs, Mr. Macdonald,
delivered in this Chamber a few days ago
in connection with this matter. Wool com-
mands an international market, but for the
rest of our primary products we must rely
upont the market in the United Kingdom.

1
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A short time ago a delegation was sent by
the present Government to the Kast with the
object of ascertaining what likelihood there

vas of an increase in our markets in that
pdlt of the world., I read the report fur-
nished bs the delegation on its rcturn, and
I regret to say that there does not scem
to be much prospect of this State’s increasing
its business there, The report, amongst other
things, stated—

“ Little prospect of carly substantial
increase  of Queensiand  commodities.
There were possibilities of extended trade
in hardwood, leather, raw cotton, fresh

fruit, dried meat, and fish products.
“ Development must be limited, and
must facc keen competition and low

prices.”’
Our trade with Eastern countries i1s not large
and is confined to foodstuffs. One of the
troubles confronting an extension of our
trade with Eastern countries is the low wages
that exist there as compared with the Wagos
paid in this State, and the consequent low
purchasing power of Eastern peoples.
hnve  dis
dairying iudustr
margarine,  Ap)

One or two hon. members
cussed the danger to our
from the competition of

rently in o other States. more particulariy
in Victoria, margarine is ’bc(‘omm0 4 very

hig mienace to il ) 3 It
has been found necessary in Victoria to
introduce amending legizlation dealing with
irs manufacture. T do not think thore is
anrthing like the amouut of cempetition at
the present time Queersland  Letween
margarine and buotter as there 1s in other
States, but there i= no savitkr t fact

that this real sor witl probab
in the furure. In orin that noetition
has become a very serious problem. The
“@Queensland Producer,” of 17th October last,
m dealing with this question, inter alia,
states—

r

epte

A spurious and deleteriou: ad pro-

duct was being foisted on the pablic as
something that was as good as or better
than  butter. It was coloured to
resemble  that  valuable product, end
essences were added to give it a real
butter flavour so that the deception
would be perfeet.”

The articles proceeds —

“ The utmost vigilance iz therefore
necessary on the part of depavtnental
imspectors,  and those dirvectly o¢ngagzed
in datrving, to prevent a continuauce of
the sertous injury that has recently been
inflicted on the great industry in which
they arc engaged.”

herefore, the position appears to be that
inmediately the price of butter increases
the nnnuf'urmpr* of margarine get Im
and place a larger quantity of that product
on the market. The manufacrurers gre now
able to produce margarine which even
expert<  have difficulty in  detecti from
butter,
try to permit 1t to suffer by
from such an article as margarine,
garine has its uses, but when it
competition  with  butter., and -
harasses our great dairying industry, it is

Dairyving is too important sn indus-
competition
Mar-

tiine Governments took some action. Thou-
sands of people are engaged throughout
Australia in the dairying industrr, which

is an important factor in our export trade,
and helps Australia fo mect her overseas
commitments. It has been found n ary

Mr. Conroy.]
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in Victoria to awmend the previous
tion  with respect  to  margarine.
recently a Bill was introduced making ti
following amendient to section 235 of ti
Health Act:—
“ Mavgarine shall not be coloured in
imitation of s0 as to rcsemble butter.”

Then, in addition, the following words v
sdded to the section:—

And ro Hguid or material {othe
than natural animal fat) of a =zellow-
coloured tint or hue shall be used in the

process or  the manufacture of mar-
garine, nor shall any colouring sub-
stanco Hyuid or eolouring process bLe

used in such manufacture or in the pre-
paration of margarine for sale or
sumptiion which inay ercate a yesemb-
lance iu the eolour thersof to the colour
of butter.”
That wvould mean that margarine would be
a different colour, probably just the ordinary
white colour, and mno trouble would be
experienced in  distinguishing margarine
from butter. As a result the public would
not be nnpo‘ed upont by having mavgarine
thrust upon them in the bel ief that butter
was being purchascd.

Ca-

I also desire to touch upon the question
of the employment of boys on farms. I think
it was the hon. member for Cooroors who
stzted that he had been informed that it was
difficult to obtain boys for farm work at a
wage of £1 a week and keep.  The establish-
ment of the farm training school at St. Lucia
was uscful not only as a means of training
boys in farm work but also for experimental
purposes, for its close proximity to the
dey )altmonml officers in Brisbane made it of
e;pccml value in that connection. The follow-
ing remarvks in the Governor's Speech may
be noted :

“The estublishmont of the farm train-
ing school for boys at St. Lucia and the
scheme for rural training of youths direct
by the farmer, both of which were
launched last year, cannot achieve their
roal o"x)_’octi\'o unless the parents them-
selves assizt the Government by encourag-

ing their boys to seize the opportunity so

afforded.”

Thus, the first difficulty is to obtain boys for
training. The matier is also referred to in
the (JL1,01)<;,1‘ issue of the “ KEconomic News,”
which states—

‘It s appropriate here to note the
operations of the school farm at St.
Lucia, conducted by the Department of

Sgriculture and  Stock To the 30th
June lasi, ninety-four bovs had been
placed on farms after the preliminary
training given at the school, and fifty-
one were then in attendance. The boys
learn general farm work, fodder conser-
vation, and the like, and such things as
land clearing, grubbing, and fencing on
land away from the school. The only
difficulty 1s to get onouvh boys.”

When that farm training school was first
established many parents considered that a
good opportunity was afforded whereby their
sons could recelve training in general farm
work and later on obtain cmployment on
farms. That is o very good objective and
was tho spivit of the Government’s intention
in the establishment of this school, but after
the boys have received tuition at that school
and are placed on farms, the question arises

[Mr. Conroy.
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as to what the farmer thinks should be paid
to the boys and what the boys themselves
think 15 a reasonable remuperation for the
vork they do. lt muat be remembered that
many of these boys have practicaily reached
the age when in the ordinary course of
events they would be leaving home. Their
ages probably range from seventeen to eigh-
teen. They are, therefore, young men, and
after they have received six months’ tuition
at 3t. Lucia they consider they ave entitled
to more wages than the amounts that are
offered. If the information givern to the hon.
memper for Cooroora was correct and the
wages were £1 a week, I do not think there
would be any trouble, but according to my
information, in many instances the wages
offered to Lhew boys vary from bs. to 10s. per
week, There is not much hope for a young
fellow if, after having served for six months
at a training farmr-—and anybody who knows
anything about farm work knows that it is not
casy—he is able to carn only up to 10s. a
week., Naturallv he becomes dissatistied.
There 1s no outlook for him in the majority
of cases. In some cases young men are
enabled to take up land and become farmers.
Some farmers are in a position to pay more
wages than other but the majority of
farmers are not In a position to pay the
wages which these lads are entitled to. A
certain number of boys will settle down with
the idea that in the near future thev will be
able to become farmers themselves, hut a
number of boys will not have the idea of
eventually becoming farmers, and they will
oxpeet move wages than arce offered. A few
ago a letter appeaved in the * Courier
above the signature “ A Parent,”
in vwhich the lack of jebs for boys on farms
at £1 a weck was mentioned. The parent
who wrote that letter definitely stared that
that was not the case. I presume that parent
had a son swho had attended the Lucia
training farm, and was dissatisfied with the
amount of wages offered when he went out
1o a farm, because the letter stated that the
wages offered varied from Bs. to 10s. a weclk.
at supports my contention that difficulties
will arisc in the future in regard to wages.
TFarin work is very healthy and beneficial if
all other conditious are ‘equal. 1 do mnot
contend that the farmer should be compelled
to pay a higher wage than he can afford. I

know numbers of farmers. and I am aware
that under present conditions {hey cannot
afford to pay a wage of £1 a week, and I

believe that applies %o the great md]wuL} of
farmers in Qucensland,

T hope that my prophecy 1u this matter
o i A D N
“1

not be fulfilled. I hope that the St
L Ualnmsz farm will prove to be entirely
“and that the hors who pass
through this institution will find employment
on farms on a basis which will cause them
to be contented and the farmer to be satisfied,

At 12 noon.

Mr. W T K Tare:), oune of the
paiel of Temporary Chairmien, relieved Mr,
Gledson in the chair.

Mr. CONROY :
tented,  and  the
the lad uaturall
His tuition of six
practically wasted. T
wreng, and something
done that will be beneficial
bow who receives this tuition hat
the farmer by whom he 1s cugaged.

When the Loy
farmer s dissat
drifts back to the cire
months is cons ;
sincerely trust T oam
may ¢ ally be
not 0‘-?\ to the
alqo to

T
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Mr. LLEWELYN (Zoowoomba) [12.1
p.m.]: During the discussion this morning a
great deal of reference has been made to
the effect of the Ottawa Agreement. My
conception of the intention of the conference
at Ottawa was that it was called for the
specific object of coming to some arrange-
ment whereby there would be reciprocity
in trade between the Dominions and Great
Britain. It is very doubtful whether, after
2 trial of fwelve months, the conditions
agreed upon have borne the fruit that it

Three months,
1933.

7,003,120 cwt.

544,701 cwt. to

‘Wheat, from ..
Wheatmeal and Flour, fro.n

This is during a limited period of eighteen

months after the Ottawa Agreement had
been arrived at.
Mr. Sparkrs: You do not believe in the

Ottawa Agreement?

Mr. LLEWELYN: I am not expressing
my opinions on the matter. I am endea-
vouring to show to the Committee, if the
hon. member is intell igent enough to grasp
the point, the percentage of increase. The
second question is—
“1f so, do these figures not suggest
opomtumt!eb for eloser trading rela-
tions with Great Britain?”

Senator Sir Harry Lawson replied as fol-
lows to the first gquestion, *‘ Yes’; and to
the second—

“The Dominions enjoy preferences in
the United Kingdom of 2s. per quarfer
on wheat, and 10 per cent. ad valorem
on the other items. Those preferences
afford protection to Dominion exporters,
“but the trade is, of course, affected by
cther economic factors.”

1 am not in a position to make any com-
ment as regards the economic {actors
referred to, but from indications it looks as
though Russia will be a very sericus com-
petitor with the Australian dairymen.

Mr. Goprrey Morean: Do you object to
that?

Mr. LLEWELYXN: Do I object to it? I
desire that the Australian dairymen should
be protected to the fullest possible extent.

Mr. Goprrey Moreax: I thought you
believed in the brotherhood of man?
Mr. LLEWELYN: I do believe in the

brotherhood of man, but I am afraid the
hon. momber for Murilla has a lot to learn
in that vegard. The point is that Russia
borrows money from Germany and sends her
products to }Ll‘?hr,d much to th: disgust
of Germany, of course.

Mr. KeExny: She borrowed money from
England and repudiated the debt long ago.

Mr. LLEWELYN : That is so, too. Hon.
members opposite who claim to represent the
farming community in this State should be
alive to these issues and should insist that
their political friends in the Commonwealth
Parliament see to it that the interests of
the dairymen are protected.

Mr. Goprrey MoRrGaN: The Common-
wealth members of Parliament never stole
the dairymen’s butter as the Labour mem-
bers of Parliament did.

[31 OcroBER.]
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was expected they would. In this connec-
tlon 1 denle to guote fxom the current
year's Federal *‘ Hansard the questions
asked Dby Senator Elliott of the Minister
representing the Minister for Commerce in
the Senate —

(1) Is it a fact that increased inpor-
tations into the United Kingdom from
foreign countries during the first three
m\)nth: of this year, as comp:ared with

the first three months of last year,
amounted to—
Three months, Increase.

1934
to 10,333,764 cwt.
827,180 cwt. ..

47'5 per cent.
51'8 per cent.

Mr. LLEWELYN: The hon. member for
Murilla, who is so accustomed to using the
word “steal” in this Chamber

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hon. member for Murilla to withdraw
the word ‘stole.”

Mr. Goorrey Moreax: I did not refer to
the hon. member for Toowoomba as the
hon. member who stole it. This was some
years ago.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I ask the hon. member for Murilla to with-
draw the word.

Mr. Goprrey MoRrean: Some years ago
the Labour Government did steal the
farmers’ butter, but I am not referring to

this particular party.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

I ask the hon. member to withdraw the
word.
Mr. Goprrey Morean: If you ask me to

withdraw it, I will withdraw it, but there
is no reason why I should.

My. LLEWELYN: The view is freely ex-
preSsed that the Otftawa Agreement was
designed in the interests of the motherland
rather than of the Dominions, but if the
motherland was keenly alive to the best
interests of the Dominions she would see
tha’f the Dominions, including Australia, got
a Ial!‘ share of any increased markets for
primary products in the old country.

Mr. BARNES (Warwick) [12.10 pm.]: T
have still five minutes of my time available
to me, and I desire to make the very best
use of it in referring to the wheat industry
of Queensland. To- dav the representatives
of 45,000 wheatgrowers in Australia meet to
give consideration to the unreasonable con-
ditions that have existed far too long in this
industry, and I wish to impress upon the
Minister—perhaps no emphasis is necessary
—the need for his getting in touch with the
movement directly or indirectly in order
that Qﬂeemlfwd may participate in any
good that may come. Any Australian-wide
policy must have some application to Queens-
land, but seeing that Queensland has in the
past done more than any other State and
mnore fhan any other country in the World to
protect the wheatgrowing industry, it is Well
that we should be to the forefront again in
any movement for the wellbelnv and the
development of the industry in this State.
The farmers are sore because the industry
has not been a profitable one. Many con-
ditions are responsxble for that oondltxon of
things. The main consideration is the fact

Mr. Barnes.]
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that the world price for wheat has dropped
as a result of very depressing influences. It
is not because we are growing too much wheat
in the world; but bec‘mso 1t 15 well known
that many ‘>ooplo are practically starving.
The reason is that there is no real general
trade between country and countr: The
aim_of Queensland should be an all-Aus-
tralian price for wheat. The price to be
fixed should be one that will give a reason-
able return te the grower whilst at the same
time not imposing a burden upon the bread
consurmer. Our pohcv should be to fix a

price for home consumption. I understand
grown  In

that 50 per cent. of the wheat
Ausiralia is consumed in Austra Iia, and in
these circumstances it would be wise to fix
a minimum price for home consumption at
4s. 2d. a bushel on rail to the local miller.
I also feel that we should be following a
v poli V if in respect of our export sur-
plus we laid down a minimum price of

6d. a bushel on rails. Therefore, putting
the twe together and dividing them we

secure a price of 3s. 4d. a bushel, which
could, and should, be paid to the wheat-
grower,  That is a minimum price. We

have no right to strike a lower average price

than 3s. 4d. T do not know whether the
Minister is in accord with my views or not,
but I do say that the time has arrived when

we should give consideration to this aspect
of the wheat question,

A\m‘ are we helping ourselves by our crude
ay of managing the industry—that is to
ay, Wwe are not utlhcmo our own market
to the extent which we should, and are
unscrupulously placing embmgooa on muu\v
tr These embargees avise out of the
erroneolls idea that Quecnsland possessed a
geograpuical advantage. There is no such
advantage. That is wheve the evil creeps in.
We must face our competitors on an oqul
footing. It is an absurdity that towns and
districts. particularly in the wheat belt,
should be subjected to the O\tlemn comyieti-
tion that is now taking place through having
to pay 4(1 a bushel over and above Qh&‘t‘n’*-
land values for their wheat. Wheat 1s sold
in Brisbane at 14d. a bushel on Darling
Harbour rates. In other words. 25d. a bushel
is charged to the miller on the Downs over
and above what is charged to the miiler in
Srisbane.  That 1s absurd. because competi-
tion is keener in the country. What is the
result? It has brought dbout the closing
down of milling onoratlons in those towns
for weeks at a time, because flour is imported
into such places as Warwick and Goondiwindi
at rates which the local miller cannot com-
pete with.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. FUNNELL (Brisbane) [12.14 p.m.]:
take this opportunity of congratulating the
Minister and his officials_for their epleadld
and untiring cfforts in the interests of the
man on the land. In the work they have
performed, the department is %cond to no
other dcpartment. They have given ecvery
attention and service to the agriculturist and
man on the land. As a matter of fact, they
have, more or less, made themselves slaves
in order that that section of the comumunity
should receive the best advice and assistance
it s possible to give.

It is my desire to refer to some legislation,
passed by successive Labour Governments, to
which hon. members opposite have referred.

[dir. Barnes.
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fhat legislation was passed in order that
the agriculturist should be efficiently orga-
nised to lift him out of the rut he was in
.\lmn Labour came into office. I can recall

trat in a few years, when the previous
Labour Government were in power, £87,000
was spent from the public purse in orga-
nising the farmers in their own interests.
The Primary Producers’ Organisation Act
was introduced by that Government. It was
founded on a constitution adopted by the
Australian Workers’ Union for many years
previously, and provided machinery to enable
the farmers to organise their various indus-
tries on a sound bd‘l\ I cannot recall a
case where similar financial assistance was
given by any prexlous Government to assist
in the organisation of any sechon of indus-
trial workers, I claim that in that respect
greater consideration has been shown by
successive Labour Governments to the man
on the land than has been shown to industrial
workers., Had it not been for the legislation
and administration of Labour Governments
the farmers would not have been organised
in their various industries, and thcy would
not be receiving the reward of their labours
to the extent thev do to-day. ILabour legis-
lation has done more to help the man on
the land than legislation passed by any
other Government in this State. That faor
is greatly appreciated by the majority o;
farmers, not only in this State but also in
other States of the Commonwealth. The
legislation passed in the interests of the
farming community has been amended from
tire to time to meet the changing needs
of the primary producers.

That sistance is given to the
producers in other directions iz d
a statcment which appeared in the
Mail 7 of 10th November, 1922,

wiere it
was stated that sinec 1920 assistance by the

Commionwealth  Government  to  various
! ' . L

primary industrics had tetalled £11.651.367.

and that, according to the aunual report of

thie  Commonwealth  Auditor-Geperal,  the
amount paid in  the year 1931-32 was
£3.877.000. Thus, hon. meimnbers will be

able to see the extent to which the primary
industries have been assisted by both the
Commonwealth and State Governments.

I claim the time is not far distant when
the city and industrial workers will not be

able to continue to pay for primary pro-
ducts the high prices that they hoave been
able to pay to date. Much of tle benefit

derived by the primary producer hies been
made possible by the city and  industrial
workers, who at all thmes provide the best
market for agriculturist=. That fact should
be recognised by hon. members opposite
when they make disparaging refercice: to
city and industrial workers and complain
that assistance is not given to primary pro-
ducers.  The matter should be viewed i1
the right perspective and credit given to
the city and industrial workers who are
carrying the additional expense that enables
primary produccrs to be paid the present
prices for their commodities. Were 1t not
for the very satisfactory home market made
possible by the city and industrial worker
the position of the agriculturists of this
State would be much worse than it is.

I should like to refer the Clommittee to the
fact that the sugar industrv, one of onur
largest industriey in the Statc. proluces
more than is necessary for honie require-
. and naturally has to find « market
seas for its surplus production. The
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tatest  information available shows that
Que on~l<m(l sugay is being sold overscas at
anpro ately "£9 a ton, “whilst in the city
and even in the towns that are

heart of the sugar indastry,
tie worker is paying 4d. a b, Moreover,
Queondand butter, which is being sold over-
al 65: a cwt., is wold to the Quecnsland
worker for 1363, a cwt., These ave two
instances to prove the extent to which the
city and industrial workers provide the bost

i the

navker for the producers. Not only hon.
embers opposite, but also men engaged in
farming nduastries,  should realise  how

necessery it is for the purchasing power of

the city  and indusirial workers 1o be
inerea ceause that inereased purchasing
power will enable the farmer to seil !

« products at a price to which no
objection will be taken by the city and
industrial workers so long as they recoive
roisonable treatment.

prima

stion of the training of
particularly in relation to the
ining school at St. Lucia, is one
o which 1 have given much consulmatxon
i:d I have also heard the question dizeussed
sv hou. members on both sides of the Com-
reittee. 1 have very definite views on this
question. The eity lads will not be encour-
ged 1o accept occupation on the land unles
sonatte rates of pay and hours of work
vee laid down. I understand that 127 bovs
have pancd through the St. Lucia training
mnu and fifiy-seven are now in the course
of tratning. A large percentage of the 127
have been placed in various cccupations on
the land, a =wmall percentage have uot been
placed, and a few others have been returned
to the ¢ The paronts of lads will not
advise U 2018 to accept positions as farm
fisnds unless they are sstis dloy will not
be exploited in regard to wages and hours
cf work. No hon. member (pnowto amd no
vienber of the farming communiry would
allow his won to be O\nlonoi mfaivly. T can
eeall quite a nmumber of cases wheve farmoers
own Jaud have wont their sons
heols and high schools to
tion, and at the same e
v have cmplovod lads on tieir farms to
take their places.  If farming i profitable
wuueh to allow thas condition of aifairs to
th(“‘ it is on Just that reasonable
rites of pay anud rea=nnable hours of work
»‘nould be laid down for the farin hand.

boys for

a

{

thely
nar s
o lr edu

O Hlll\‘

3

Le tenant or shave farmer is in a different

posm 1. Hon. members opposite refer to
that cless of farmmer when they declare that
the farmer cannot aflord rcasonable rates

of pa;
»

If he is not able to pay reasonable
tes it is because the farm cannot pro-
vide a living for the owner of the land in
addition to the share or tenant farmer, and
also give employment to farm lads. If any
industry can support the owner as well ¢
the tenant or share farmer there is no need
for any subsidy or grant by the (Govern-
mont, I claim that such conditions do exist
in a numbm of farming industries through-
out this State. A large number of farmers
in this State are not the owners of the land
v hich they are farming. There are many
s where the tenant or share farmer goes
and works in some other industry in
to supplement his carnings and he
take his place on the
very definitely that if hon.
opposite or the farming community
encourage citv lads who have been

out
order
cmploys {farm lads to

farm. 1 say
menibers
desire to
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trained at the St. Lucia training farm,
or at Riverview or at Gatton College, they

sh)nld cause definite conditions to be laid
lown in regard to wages and hours of work.
i sc¢ no reason why share or tenant farmers
shonld be allowed to exploit farm labour
the extent they do throughout the State
order that they may add to their earn-
by working at other occupations as well
on the farm. The farm lad is entitled
just as much consideration as is the son
the farmer. Whilsg these circunstances
st we caniot C\pcct the parents of the
v fad, trained for farm purposcs, to advise
their sou to accent conditions under which
¢ will have to bargain with his employer
a3 to his wages and the number of hours
to be worked. If these clvcumstances wero
general throughout the State the farming
community could not expect to receive even
a< murh consideration as they are receiving
at present.

In conclusion, T would state that it is only
ong such lines as I have suggested that
members opposite and members of the
ing commumty can find a permanent
wion to the problem.

[12.31 p.o]: Whils
this department W(nthv

there is (11~0 much deserv-
Whilst admitting that a

Ay, BELL ¢
there is much in
of commendation
ing of cr hlclsn\

inley)

through irs ﬂ.dminiatration,
t very often the advantages
are wminimised by the destructive
m of the present Government.

' producer 3

ting to the arguments of members of
the Government one can hardly understand
their avcitude in vegard to the farmer. Firsg
of all we hear somme hon. members eu}omxmn
the great work the farming comm umtv are
<‘m1tuhu*'1w to the welfare of the @rue and
then we have an bon. member. such as the
one who has just resumed his scat. putting
forward ti mer of {o-day as a ** bloated

capitall
M. Warers: The hon. member must have
g small degree of intelligen if that is

the interpret:tion he puts on 1

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
My, BELL: The hon, member should

realise the position of the farmers in Queens-
tand to-dur.  Ife would then understand
that the farmer cannot afford to par the
wages suggested by the hon. member for
absolutely ridiculous for
members to address the Committee on
We
situation
The farmer 13

hon.
a subject of which they know nothing.

have to fare facts
a~ it confronts us
Cup against 167

and meet the
to-day.

As vegards our youth going on farms,
we have to AJ‘ the (Government to face the
situation and make the parents realise that
hard work, in reason. never hurt any man
or boy In all nmy experience I have never
heard such accusations against farmers as
have becn made by the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat.

With 1gard to the congratulations to the
dvpaltxuf‘r‘* upon the increased expenditure,
which appears to meet with the approval
of all Government members, I would draw
attention to the fact that the increase in
the whole vote 1s £8.875, but the increases

in s=alavies, £4.791, gratuities £1.631, and
the 8t Lucia farm £1,000, account fur

My, Bell]
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£7,422 of i This means that the balance
of the ]nclédﬁ(} is £1,435, which is the amount
of increase to carry on the work of the
remainder of the «department. Looking
through the more important 1temﬂ I see that
in the pure seeds, fertilizers, and stock foods
branch there is a reductlon of £410. To
my way of thinking this is one of the first
items that should have been increased, con-
sidering the conditions of the State. Seeing
that we hope to obtain an increase in our
exports of chilled meat thic iz a very
important item and I very m““h regret the
reduction.

In connection with our export trade I feel
that the facts must be faced. We Dblame
Britain for not accepting all we can pro-
duce, but at the same time we are en-
deavouring to bolster up a false prosperity
by the lavish spending of loan money. The
(fovernment must recognise that the primary
industries of the State cannot succeed in
coping with our competitors in our export
trade under the conditions they are receiv-
ing from the Government at the present
time. The sooner we face the situation the
socner will the 3tate get out of the diffi-
culties confronting her. As I said, in a
previous speecl T hope the Minister will
consider the advisableness of developing in

every possible way the market for our
chilled mezt industry. It needs enccourage-
ment.,

When hon. members refer to t’ﬂ-te benefits
enjoved by primary producers and urge that
the Federal Government should do certain
things, they should not ov erlook the responsi-

bilities that are on their own shoulders. An
enormous amount of taxation has been
imposed by the .present Government, but
thm are prone to evade their responsibilities
by placing the blame on someone -welse,

for ivmam’e on the Federal Government,
the shipping compani or England herself.
should get down to tin tacks and
re that certain responsibilities rest on
their own shoulders. I hope the time is not

w0

far distant when they will adequately cope
with problems that are really the responsi-
bilities of the State Government.

ANNAND (Fast Toowecomba) [12.38
I desire to offer some comment on
vote. I am iaspired to do so particu-

riv by remarks that have emanated from
the other side of the Chamber. I frequently
come in contact with the officers of this
departrient, and I want to pay a tribute
to them for their unfailing courtesy and for
the thorough and practical way in which
they do their work.

We are dealing with a department which
caters for practical men——the agriculturists
and other producers of the State—and I
should like to remind hon. members that
many people seem to forget that the only
people who can produce new wealth in this

country are tha primary producers. We talk
of cur secondary mdustries, but let us not for-
get that the ounly people who can produce new
wealth in this State and in Australia are
the primary Drorl iCers. Thla vote has not
heen criticised by hon. members on this side,
because we agree that it is not a penny
too much to spend on the advancement of
practical agriculture in this State. But I
should like to 1'em5r’d hon. members opposite
tirat these producers are not all the fat-
headed fools thev were designated by the
hon. member for Warrego. You will remem-
ber that in thiz Chamber the hon. member

[3r. Bell.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Dupply.

for Warrego referred to the farmers as fat-
headed farmers, want to remind hon.
members that the so-called fat-headed far-
mers have devoted their time and attention
to producing new wealth in Australia. Per-
haps they are not men given to much talk-
ing, but they think deeply and they do their
‘ob thoroughly. The fact that they do their
job well makes it possible for Queensland to
be the cheapest State in Australia in which
to live. T have had the honour of represent-
ing the so-called fat-headed farmers on the
Davhng Downs, who have done their job so
thoroughl that Toowoomba is the cheapest
place in the Commonwealth in which to live
and rear families, I wish to emphasise that,
because T have a very high regard indeed for
the farmers. At the recent by-election in
Bast Toowoomba Government members came

up to woo the farmers for political support,
and thus showed what value they placed
upon their services, However, they were not
successful in winning the election.

The hon. member for Enoggera practically
forecast the introduction of a Milk Bill this
scssion. I hope that I have not misunder-
tood him. I gathered the impression from
his remarks that impure milk was respon-
sible in the past for an increase in infantile
mortality, but I should like to remind him
that in 1929 Queensland stood fifth in the
Commonwealth for infantile mortality, the
rate being 46.1 per thousand, and that by
the end of 1931 that figure had been reduced
to 36.4 per thousand. It is not out of place
to mention that we were told that between
1929 and 1832 the children were starved by
the Government then in power.

Mr, Warers: Your Government,

Mr. ANNAND: Yes. The last State elec-
tion was won on a cry that the previous
Government had starved the children, but
we have not heard that cry much of late.
(Government interjections.) I know that my
remarks hurt hon. members opposite. We
were told that previously the children were
starved, Now we are being -told they are
not dying from starvation; they are dying
from impure milk, Wheve is the logic of
hon. members opposite? I offered a sugges-
tion to the hon. member for Xelvin Grove,
but he did not accept it and went further
into the mire. It was that the people of
Queensland cannot buy milk. Unfortunately,
the people are earning so little that we can-
not expect a man with a wife and family on
£2 a week to buy sufficient milk to nourish
his children. That is why Queensland has
from 1931 gone from the second lowest place
in the infantile mortality table to the highest
in 1833, That should be food for thought
for the hon. member for Kelvin Grove when
the BMilk Bill is being introduced.

The hon. member for Brisbane had some
remarks to make about boys going on the
land. I may be paxdonnd_ for introducing
something personal into the discussion. It
is my busin and pleasure in private life
to help everyone I can to get labour for the
farm. I hme had many opportunities lately

of endeavouring to induce boys to go on the
land

[r]fowtunatdy the expressions one
hears in this Committee about the fat-
headed farmers, , and about the farmers being
foolish men not able to conduct their own
business, the hard times they are suffering,
and the extremely long hours they work have
fudicially reacted against farmers getting
labour to carry on their business. I want to
vemind hon. members that boys on the land
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have a very excellent time and service as
compared with boys in the city.

Mr. J. G. Baviey: They are better paid.

Mr. A’\\A\D They are infinitely better
paid. The boy on the land receives a wage
of anything from 15s. to £1 a week, and £1
a week is not too much to allow for keep,
because the Commissioner of Taxes permits
the taxpayer to make that allowance.

Mr. Warers: Do you say that is the aver-
age wage?

Mr. ANNAXND: I can assure the hon.
member that he can go along the streets of
Toowomnba and see displayed on the boards

cutside agencies notices for boys for dairy
farms at irom 16s. to £1 a week and their
keep. Therefore, boys of sixteen years and
over are getting the equal of 35s. to £2 a
week. Is there any industry in Brisbane
paying boys at that age the same wage?
They usually etart at 12s. 6d. a week in The
city, and they keep themselves. I have had
some unfortunate e‘cperxences, and 1 will
relate one to show the ftrain of thought
running through the minds of working men
to.day. A man tI’lCd to get from me a pair
of boms on the ‘“ bow-wow”’—in other words,
for nothing. I assured him that T could get
him work on a farm. I offered to get him a
position at £1 a week and his keep. He
assured me that he had assisted in my return
to Pall.amen‘( Of that I am doubtful. He
said, ““ Me work for a farmer! Not now;
there was a day when I would work for a
, but in those days the farmer worked

/ you. Now the farmer gets into his
moetor car, tcll« you to do the }Ob and drives
off o town.” What a mind that man had!
asked him if he expected the farmer to

. him to drive the car to town and tell

v what to do in his absence.
ely, that hno of thought has its
remarks made in this Chamber.

of men in the cities to-day are
poisoned against going to work on

Bunkum !

ANNAND: There is no doubt ahout
it. The Minister knows it. It is an unfor-
tunate thing.

My, Waters: It is not a fach.

Mr., ANNAND: It is a definite fact. I am
r to say those statements are the result
Fomay made in this Committee, such
s the reference to the fatheaded farmer,
made by the hon. member for Warrego.
Unfortunately, hon. members opposite have
no knowledge of matters appertaining to the
land.

Mr. Warens: You have very little.
ANNAND : If the hon. member had
much on the land as I have he
k a lot more of the man on the
I 1ecollmt an interjection wade, I
by the hon. member during a dis-
on on taxation in this Chamber. This
show the attitude of hon. members oppo-
site. 1 uo not blame the Minister, because he
knows the counditions of the man on the land.
The attitude of mind of some hon. members
on the Governmient side is revealed in the
reference that one of them made to a man
owning a huge block of land, which even-
tually was found fo have an area of only
300 acres. Probably the hon. member con-
cerned confrasted that huge block of 200 acres
with the guarter acre allotment that he had
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in the metropolis, little thinking that many
men are starving on 300 acres of land to-day.
We on this side of the Committee sympathise
with the Minister in the introduction of this
Bill. We are not criticising the Bill; we
are criticising the attitude of hon. members
with whom the hon. gentleman is associated
towards the question of land settlement.

I hope the Minister will follow the advice
given by the hon. member for Warwick. 1
would welcome a fixed price for wheat. I
know men who have invested their all in
wheat farming and who are struggling to
produce grain, and will be faced with ruin
if the crop this year is not a reasonable one.

Mr. Waters: Let the Federal Government
do something,

Mr. ANNAND: I have neither the time
nor the inclination to refer to the circular
issued during the recent by-election campaign
as to what Labour d]d for the farmer, and 1
am sorry you referred to the Federal Govern-
ment.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I ask the hon. member to address the Chair.

Mr. ANNAND : I address the hon. member
through you, Mr. King, and I tell him that
the veception the Federal Government

received in Toowoomba was quite different
from that received by the head of the
Departinent of Agucult\ne when he visited
a wheatdmwmg area during that campaign.
I would welcome a fixed price for wheat,
as for any other primary commodity, kﬂowmg
that the primary producer never recei ves
one penny too much for the work he does in
the interests of the country.

ATERS (Aelvin Grove) [12.51 pom.]:

> 1em°nl\s of the hon. member who has
just msumed his scat and those of the hon.
Yremb for Stanley are designed to create
the impxehsion that the lads who are in
the employ of farmers are on a particularly
gocd wicket, and that the discouragement of
boys from going on the land has la,rge]y been
trought about by statements made in this
thament by members of this party.

. KeEnxNy: Quite right.

Mr. WATERS: I do not accept the hon.
I cinber as an authority. The hon. member
for East Toowoomba has given us a state-
ment of the comparative wages that farm
lads are alleged to receive, but my experi-
ence of the wages paid to falm boys who have
returned to Brisbane is entirely different.
{Cpposition dissent.)

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. WATERS: Members of the Opposi-
tion do not like the truth, (Opposition dis-
They dislike the facts which I am
{Opposi Aop dissent.)
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. WATERS: I am not going to allow
hot. members opposite——

Mr. SPARKES:
fancy you!

Mr. ‘YATFR% I am not going to allow
ﬂn political larrikin from Dalby to interrupt
my speech.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

I ask the hon. member to withdraw the state-
ment “ political larrikin.”
WATERS :

ing, T withdraw.

You are not going to allow—

In deference to you, Mr.
I want to say that the

My, Walers.]
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fact remains to-day that there are, unfor-
tunately, in the country, quite a number of
people who are definitely exploiting farm
boys. 1 do not say that applies to the
farmers as a whole, but, unfortunately, that
1s the case, and is one of the reasons why boys
will not leave the city. (Opposition dissent.)
Some of them had had the unfortunate
cxperience of going out and not being
rewarded In the manner that they should
have been.
Mr., KENNY:
should get?
Mr. WATERS:
My, Kexxy: I am not making the specch.

Mr. WATIERS: The point at issue is
ithis: That the lad who leaves the city and
seeks employment on a farm should get a
reasonable wage and should not be asked
to work more than a reasonable number of
hours.

Mr. Kexxy: What de vou call
able wage
hoars 77

Mr. WATERS: It is no use telling the
hon. member anything because he has not
sufficient  intelligence to assimilate it.
believe sowe tribunal should be established
to preseribe such conditions of employment
as would afford protection to these boys.
The other dey a man came to me and said.
“My brother, whose age is thirty-three, had
an offer of employment from a farmer of
work on a dairy farm at 7s. 6d. a weck.”
Ie said he no longer wondered why men
stay in the hostels in the city.

Mr. SpaRKES interjected.

What do you think they

What do you suggest?

“a reason-
d " a reasonable number of

My, WATERS: The hon. member for
Dalby is an introvert who is incapable of
appreciating anything., and confributions by

him to «debates in this Chamber have not
been of any value to the electorate he repre-
sents or to the State; so I do not heed any
retmark he hurls acroszs this Chamber. In
order to encourage bovs to go on the land
I consider some tribunal should be estab-
lished to draw up a set of conditions under
which lads from the $t. Lucia training farm
and simiiar places subsidised by the Govern-
went would work. The fact remains that
there is at present a disinelination on the
part of parents to send boys out into the
country.

Mr. SPaRgES : Because rou put such stupid
ideas into their heads.

Mr. WATERS: The hon. member for
Dalby stated that £2 for a seven-day week
was quite cnough for bush workers.

1 So it is.

Mr. WATERS: £2 a week and a seven-
vy week!

Mr. SPARKES:
dar week.

Mr. WATERS : That wage might approxi-
mate to the desires and needs of hon. mem-
bers opposite, but it certainly does not
approximate to the desires and needs of
those whe have to do the work,

After listening to the tirade by the hon.
member for East Toowoomba, during which
he told a story of the man in the motor
car and made a general attaclk upon the
working class, one does not wonder why the
largest vote was recorded against him in
ITast Toowaomba, where that hon. member
was well known, and he received a majority

[y, Waters.

Nobody suggested a seven-
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in the farming arecas where he was little
known. Ie is now endeavouring to cultivate
the farmer. ¥e is posing as a friend of
the farmer, but he is at best a new-found
friend. Ifc read a statement that was made

by an hon. member on this side of the
Chamber vegarding the farmers. I think
the hon. member who made that remark

made it in the sense the farmers were fat-
headed in choosing as their representatives
men of the calibre of hon. members opposite
and after listening to the diatribe of hon.
members opposite and their attempt to dis-
courage the development of Queensland,

have becn forced to the conclusion ‘that the
remark by the hon. member for Warrego
was justified, when one sees the bright bunch
that sit on the opposite side of the Chamber.

At 2 p.m.,
Mr. GrevsoN resmmed the chair.

Mr. DANIEL (Heppel) : Secing that 50 per
cent. of the people In my electorate are on
the land I cannot allow this vote to pass
without saying a few words in their interests.
I have always had the greatest admiration
for those who till the soil, but unfortunately
Governments, whether they be Nationalist or
Tabour, do not give to the man on the land
the assizstance to which he 1s entitled.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Nationalist Government?

Mr. DANIBL: Both species of Govern-
ments,  irrespective of whether they are
Nationalist or Labour. They do not give
that asiistance to the man on the land that
his importance warrants. I will read to the
Committee an  extract from ths F Mary-
borough Chronicle " :—

“Mundubbera, 17th October.
¢ Pigs entrained at Mundubbera on
Wednexday numbered 115, and the price
was still firmly fived at 6d. per lb. It
was stated by one of the buyers that therce
was a very great demand at the present
time ‘for coverything that squealed’
owing to a brisk export trade and the
preparation of extra stocks for (hrist-
I :

‘ On expressing surprise at there being
no calves, the representative of the
Queensiand Co-operative Bacon Associa-
tion, Limited, Mr. €. Grevell, fold the
¢ Chronicle’ representative that there was
every prospect of a good trade being
developed with the calves, and that there
scomed alio to be promise of a good
supply, as many as 1.400 being offercd
in one day, while the factory was only
able to treat 600 per weck.

“ Railway freights constituted a severe
handicap against the trade in calves, the
average cost of transport amounting to
as much as 5s. per calf in the majority
of cases, mors than the purchase price
of .the calf. The baby beef trade with
England and the export of veal to China,
where there was & remarkably good mar-
ket for this product, seems to have
suffered an unhappy reverse.”

There is an instance of what I mean. It

would pay the department and eventually the

State to carry these goods for half the price,

beeause they would receive more revenue from

other sources directly. The department
is pursuing a short-sighted policy. It should
adopt the business principle of encouraging
cerfain traffic, even though such traffic be
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carried at a loss, because the leeway will be
made up in some other direction. Dullnf‘f
the fust vear of the administration of the
presont Uovernment railway freights and
fares were increased by £325000 per annum.
Who paid that increase?  Who paid the
biggest proportion of it but the man on the
land? Tf the Government continue a pohcv

hava the man on the land then the
State v not prosper. If the man on the
.md prospers then everyone else in the State
Joes likewise, There is no_doubt about that

I trust the Grovernment will give the matter
consideration sud review tho railway fares
sl frelghts,

Cotton has been mentioned by one hon.

member on the opposite side of the Com-
mittce. 1 do not think that any Government
did so much fo prevent the progress of that
industry as the Labour Administration prior
to the advent of the Moore Government.
quour Governnent passed a Bill sup-
pressing the ratooning of cotton.  There is
no doubt that as a result of that measure,

thousands of pounds were lost. In my
district some of the growe took their
ploughs  and ploughed out their crops,
whilse people 1<\t door to them allowed the

cotion in grow. A penalty was to be imposed
upon any person who grew ratoon cotton,
huat the grower who defied the law was able
to ure a prefitable return whilst the honest
-er who obeved the law suffered a pecu-

g
Liary loss. No action was taken by the Go-
vernment to deal with the unscrupulous

»ho was allowed to succeed whilst an
ower probably found himself in a
ecarious position.

Ty, Forey: Are vou advocating the grow-
ing of ratoon cotton?

My, DANIEL: Of course I do.

Ay, Forgv: The farmers will not grow
ratoon cotton to-day because they find 1t 1s
rofitable.

\[x . DANIEL:

That is untrue. The
sent  Gowrrnment were responsible for
1"011111')().5 ¢ the rural award on the cotron
indastry, bat they =hould be uwware that all
these re:ty ons have a stifling effect upon
the progiess of agriculture nenor*l] The
progru» in the cotton industry was roarded
by the reimposition of that award, and I
warn ‘rne Government that if they impose
this award on the dairving industry they
will kil it

should like to draw the attention of the
Minister to the rent charged for certain
land. I am pleased to say that whilst the
Moore (Government were in power 1 was able
to induce the Minister of that day to reduce
the rent on some of the land in my elec-
torate frout 55s. to 25s. In some casc: the
rent was reduced on two occasions. i
was a great beon to the people. The Goverr
ment should bear in mind that the ccuntr
would be far better off if landholders were
called on to pay only a small rental.

The present Government have taken credit
{o themselves for the increase in the volume
of primary production over the past two

vears, but ther know full well that that
increase is attributable almost entirely to
the wonderful seasons that the State has

enjoved.  The Scullin Government were not
able to borrow one penny piece, but imme-
diately the Lyons Government were returned
+ they were able to borrow £8,000,000
s than six months, That is one reason
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why Queenslard is in a much better position
m—da_x. During the regime of the Moore
Government this State suffered soverely from
droughts, and money could not be borrowed
because confidence had been shattored by a
Labour Goverrment in power in the Federal
sphere.

Mr. Forry :
saying that.

Mr. DANIEL: I am not one who talks
like a parrot on a box. What I s»y I mean,
I am here in the interests of the people of
Central Quesnsland in particular and of the
State in general. 1 do not come here like

=

You waould say anything after

£ome hon. members opposite to ““ swing the
lead 7 and say things that are really untrue.
Mr. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) {2.10 p.m.]:

My, Qlodbox —_

Mr. Sparxes: Another leader in agricul-
ture.
Av. W. . COPLEY @ With all due respect

to Blucheard from Dalby I propose to exer-
cise my right to speak on the vote for the
Chicf Office of the Department of Agricul-

rure, I wish to ralse In a ve definite
wanner the question  of restriction of
exports  from Australia. 1 express the
opmion that following the very inter-
e-ting lecture that we had in this Cham-
ber the eother day from Mr. Malcolm
Macdonald, Under Scerctary of Seste fov

the Domiuions, there is every possibility and
cvery likelihood that within the nest few
months resirictions on exports from  Aus-
lin will bo very much to the forefront,
nd that the industey that will be most seri-
ously alfected \\111 be the meat industry.
As 1 happen to have in my clectorate the
Brisbane Abattoirs and Borthwick's meat-

s, which do a large proportion of the
on of cattle for export, I urge upon
er the desivablencss, which I know
he realises, of fighting a proposal  to
vestriect the export t of meat from this State.
Following  the speech by Mr. Macdonald
the other day. it ms fairly definite that
within the next six months a proposal will
be made to the Dominions for the restriction
of the importation of meat into the British
Isles. T recall the time when a Prime Mints-
tor of New Zeoland, Mr. Seddon, visited
Britain with the ﬂbJocL of fmthcnmr a pro-
posal of his Government to place New Zea-
land beef on the market in Hnzland., When
ha was denied the oppoltumtv of doing so,
and when he was sabotaged by the British
suthorities, he opened shops throughout the
uutmh Isles and placed New Zealand beef
upon the market.

Mr. Macdonald dealt with the question
of the Ottawa Agreement. I do not think
there 1z anv hon. member on either this
or the other side of the Committee who does
not believe that Australia was represented
by the wrong ropresentatives at Ottawa.

prepar
the Min

Freetraders were sent to Ottawa to do a
protectionist’s job. We zeut men to that
c(,mfor(‘nw of the type of Mr. Bruce, whose

t interests are and have alwa been
n Lll”ldlld and in matters of an Imperial
nature. The Federal people expected a far
botter deal on the other side from him and

greates

Henry Gullett, Dsspite the Ottawa
rreement Mr. Bruce was brought to Aus-
rlalm by the Lyons Ministry prior to the

last Federal elections to advocate this policy
of restriction.

Mr. Tozer: Which is absolutely denicd.

Mr. W. J. Copley.]
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R W. J. COPLEY : It was only hecause
the Premier of this State was on his way
to London, and becausc as Premier of this
State he accepted his responsibilities in
this matter. that the Federal Government
K Mr. Bruce back to England. Mr. Bruce
made a rush trip through Canada to endea-
vour to get to England at the same time
as the Premier. At the last election the
Federal Government gulled the people into
believing thai no ro\trlc ion of exports from
Australia was in the air, but within a few

of weeks of the election find the
Powue once again raised in the press,
Mr. SPARI{EE« interjected.

e, W J COPLEY : If the hon. member
(\,nrwum to mterject I will deliberately and
flagrantly insult him by telling the truth.
I he wants it T will les him ha\c it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRM Order !
I ask the lhon. member for Da]b; not to
interrupt the hon., member for Bulimba when
he is speaking.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY : do not desire to
vaise the matter in connection with the hon.
member without provocation, but with any
further provocation 1 will raise it. Mr.
i 50 far as Australian interests gene-
ave concerned, and in connection with

wmeat  industry particularly,  muse
be regarded as public enemy
More than 80 per cent. of the heef

in Australia Is ceutred in Queensiand,
i approximately 83 per cent. of the Leef
ported from Australia goes from Queens-

and
Mr. Axvaxp: And
1 opposition,
the abattoirs.
Mr. W, J, COPLEY : As a matter of fact
the Lon. member for Kast Toowoomba would
be here only for the fact that his
ibility for memborship was made possible
v that Federal Government whom hie desires
To protect.
o WALRKR

vour Government, when
tried to stop the ercetion of

Don't raise thai.

M, W, T, COPLFY The hon. member for
{'noroors says. " Don't raise that.” The
hon. member looks for it. and the hon.
member must get it. T did not desire to
raise n but for the interjection. That is
the only reason why the hon. member for
East ’]00‘ -comba is here, and I do not think
it is necessary for me to have to apologise
for thaft.

'l_ho Lyons Government scem  to have
(?nh)mato‘\ resolved that tlrov will work in
harmony with the Imperial Parliament and
the Imperial Administration if restriction of

exports from Australia becomes necessary

in the British Isles. I want to make this
: 3

point to-day: that if one day it may be

necessary for Australia to default the only
thing that will bring it about will be the
result of this restriction policy. We have
to pay cur ioterest and redemption in Lon-
don by exports from this country, and if
Australia comes to the point when it has
to default, and does default, the sin will
?}f be Australia’s—but the sin of the British
slos.

Let us consider the great competitor that
Australia has. I yefer to Argentina, which
is comprised principally of half breeds.
Those hon. members opposite who desire to
discuss this matter sensibly and reasonably
should look at some of the books in our
library dealing with Argentina, which will

[Mr. W. J. Copley.
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give some idea of the palatial hotels, homes,
racecourse stands, ete., in Buenos )131' . As
a matter of fact, in surpua.n(r consradistine-
tion to their treatment towards Australia in
times of stress, is the treatment of the
TImperial authorities in 1832 when a crash
was threatened in Argentina. In that year,
Baring Brothers, a Tondon firm of bankers
who had advanced large sums of money to,
and who were the bankers of large investors
in Avgentina, found themselves embarrassed
by the world-wide erisis of the day, and the
Bank of England on that occasion advanced
to Rmmfr Brothers so much money that it
had to 1'11p01t £22,000,000 worth of gold from
the National Bank of France, in order to
save the face of the national bank of Great
Britain! Compare the attitude of Great
3ritain towards Argentina with the attitude
of Great Britain towards Australia! I car-
nestly hope that if the question of resirie-
fion of exports does arise, the Imperial Par-
fiament will not adopt the attitude of its
national bank on a previous occasion. and
cxtend better treatment to outsiders than
to their own kith and kin.

The question of the restriction of exports
so far as the meat industry 1s concerned is
a very Important matter, I carnestly appeal
to the cattle-growers of Quecnsland to
improve their pastures and to endeavour
to provide for the home market becf that
will compare with the product from Argen-
tina. 1 should not be fair or honest I
did not say that at the present time Aus-
tralia is not able to land its beef at Smith-

field in as good conditien as meat from
Argentina, “More particularly does this
apply to the baby Dbeef.  Anvone who
has studied the condition of beet when
it arrives at Smithfield will appreciate
that position. The Premeir, when in London,
took the opportunity of visiting that very
important centre, and I have discussed with

state in which Dbeef arrives from
Australia.  The Australian
cattlo-growers, T believe, arc in this industry
for good, We must Stdv in the mdustn
When this question does arise the Federal
Government should take a very definite and
very blunt stand on any suggestion which.
if put inte effect, would be 117 \Ph to restrick
the export of meat from Australia. I
earnc:tly hope thes will adopt such an atti-
tude. and notwithstanding the ecvnical atti-
tude of the hon. member for East Too-
weomba, T helieve this is a very imporfant
question as far as Queensland is concerned.
If a policw of restriction is embarked upon
it will result in a number of peonle who
are at present employed ai the Brisbane

him the
Argentina  and

Abattoirs and Borthwick’s being thrown out
of employment.

Mr. CravroN iInterjected.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: T cun under

the hon. member talking about goats, )
he iz a milkman himself. I suppose the
hon. member will adopt the same attitude
on this occasion s+ he has on previous
occasions in connection with the milk supply
in his particular distriet. I do not know
whether the hon. member has ever heard
the storv told by the Seceretary for Mines
in regard to the ventrilogquist who threw
his voice on to the goaf. 1 would advise
the hon. member for Wide Bay to ask him
to tell iim the story.

1 wish to mention the great work of the
officers of the Department of Agriculture in
their  administration of that importang
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anch of the public service. In that depart-
moent we have some of the most skilled officers
the whole of the public service; and some
of the experts connected with that department
could not bhe surpassed in technical know-
ledge or general ability throughout the Com-
monwealth of Australia.

In the administration of a department of
this kind, which is an expenditure depart-
urent, the administrative heads very often do
not push forward the claims of officers for
recognition to which they are entitled. In
revenue producing departments the Public
Rervice Commissioner or the Government of
the day are often prepared to grant salary
i ases  and  higher classifications whic
are not ])101)&1(}(1 to grant in (\\pendl-
ture departments, where tho work 1s just as
arduous, and possibly more arduous, and in
SOINE Cases requires a great amount of tech-
]\l.Oﬂ\ltdgf I trust that when the
servants’ elaim comes on for hear-
before the Indusirial Court that the
for Agriculture will bear in mind
rhase of the question as far as his
concerned.  The department
and 1 am

that
department 1z
= one of the largest in the State,
rieased to fearn that the Minister is enlarg-
me the building in order to house the Agri-

same  roof
That will

under the
department,
greater efficiency.
T with to congratulate the editor of the
seteattural  Journal, Mr. Reid, on  the
‘dlent production which is being issued
at the presont time.
3r. Warkzr: The Australia

AMr. W, 4. COPLEY: Tt is undoubtedly
e bLeer in Australia. I hope -that the
wers will avail themselves to a greater
ut than they do at present of the oppor-
tunity of having this journal forwarded to

Bank staff
of the
tend towards

7
cultuval

ax the i

-

best in

them ar a cest of 1s, per annum to cover
Dostag It is to be regreited that farmers
ritl’m cut the State do not avail them-
selves of the <orvices of the experts emploved

the department 1o « greater extent. The

% can he written to at any time, and
L Alintster iz preparcd to send them to
ay part of this State where their services
can be of value,

Cravrox:  They never filled your
v when you went out. They did not
much of you there

W, J. COPLEY :
that the hon.

I refrain from say-
member 1s “a liar”’
Posauee 1f s unparliamentary, and, there-
x‘wr I will only reply to him by saying
that tlat is dollb(‘mtc]v untrue. The only
reasenr 1 oreply iy because the public of
n-land may vot know what type of man
hon. swember 15, as we do in this
lament.

Cravrox: I have been here longer
than w0 ever will be.

Mr. W, J. COPLEY: Yes, the hon.
uiember has been here longer, but as that
is a poor commentary on the mtolhfrence of
the people in the hon. member’s ele(*tomtf‘
1 would not cast that reflection on them if
1 were h(*.

The \H’()RARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

I

COPLEY : The question of the
restriction 0" exports will be raised within
the next few months. Of that T am sure.
I believe that the presence here in Australia
to-day of Mr. Malcollm Macdonald is a
preliminary step towards the definite restrie-
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tion of exports from Australia to Britain.
His visit is an endeavour to create the right
atmosphere for such a policy. and I hopc
that the Federal Nationalist Government wili
stand up to their job so far as Queensland
i» concerned. They definitely failed to do
this during the three years prior to the last
Federal election.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Buarcoo) [2.32 p.m.|:
Perhaps the most gratifying feature of the
pwtlute(l debate on this vote is the eulogy
that has been paid by all hon. members on
both sides of the Commitiee to the very
excell nnf staff in the Dopmtmnnt of AOrlcul
ture and Stock. As the Minister in charge
of that (lﬁ\).wtm( t. I very heartily corro-
Lorate evervthing that has been said.  Of
couire, there is nothing spectacular about
the work that our officers are doing. The
ordinary layman does not realise the rescarch
work that is being proceeded with, for
Such words as plant pathologist,
and agrostologist arc to them
The men engaged in this parti-
cular phase of research are modesty personi-
fied, certainly not through any lack of

instance.

eapautv They are infrequently brought iu
act with the public. They arc men of a
h vanks very highly in the

r,d.]lnc wh
seientil agricultural world of Awustralia.
hey are men of whom Queensland may
well be proud. There is cerrainly a more
generous recognition to-day of the work of
these men in Queensland than perhaps was
ever the case bofore. That corresponds with
th dltma.i(m that is taking place in the
M mhc cutlock 1 regard to primary produc-
ton.  There is vot a mewber of this Com-
mittee who does not remember the time
when the average primary producer was
referred to in “such  termis as * cock
> clodbopper.” wavhack,” and © rustic,
Terme of that deseription carry some sugges-
tion of a sneer, but fO‘tUﬂdTPIV *hov are
f;x‘ziing into dix The ecoromic factors of
our national life are causing the public
rroncrallv to view the farmer in proper
perspective, and while we Lkuow that that
attitude has had little association with the
social phases of agriculiure, as a depart-
ment, vet it iz to the material good of the
whole of the community that this change
has taken place.

Y have detected a new note creeping into
the debate on this occasion, a note that I
welcome, a note that finds a ready rteponse
in my own mind, that note being that with
but few exceptions there is a more generous
recognition on the part of members of the
value of science in agriculture. Two hon.
wembers suggested that the development of
agriculture to-day was entively a scientific
matter. I agree, because if we review the
tion wone:‘all we find that practically

country in the world that has effected
a progressive agricultural policy has solved
the cultural pmblom within its own territory.
The main problem is not, therefore, one of
production, but of distribution. But asso-
ciated with that question of production is
alwavs the question of the reduction of
overhead expenditure by the application of
new methods. It iz true that the old maxim
that was generally a('COptOd unfortunately,
by thn fdrmum community a gencration or so
ago. © What was good enough for my father
is good enough for me,”” has now been
reversed, so that the average young pro-
gressive farmer realises the dependence on
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science of agriculture, the alliance between
cultural operations and economic facts as
apart from cconomic theories. These things
have been recognised by the rzounger genc-
ration, who realise that agriculture will not
reach its proper social, political, or economic
plane until such time as there is a recogni-
tion by all sections of the commmunity of
their interdependence. The eulogy that has
bheen accorded to the science officer: of my
department is very gratifying.

The ex-Sceretarv for Agriculture, the hon.
member for Coorcora, remarked that it was
necessary to bring about a decrease in agri-
cultural expenditure during the time of the
Moore Government.  That, unfortunately,
was the case, but the fact remains that it
may not have been a desivable thing., If
the hon. member had perused some of my
speeches in this Chamber a little more carn-
cstly than he appears to have done, he would
have found that during the time I was in
opposition I made special appeals, both to
him and to his Government, not to reducc
agriculiural  expenditure in  this  State,
because T realised, as every other hon. mem-
Lor must have realised. that the time was
not far distant when we should be looking
for m al expansion corresponding with
the expansion of our population, and that
that could only be made possible by the
judicious and wise expenditure of money on
agricaliure. There are hon. members oppo-
site who share this view with me, who
helieve that money correctly spent in this
direction is an in ment and does not
create a hability. The policy of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture is to get the utmost
amount of morey that it can get from the
Treasury, and in return to give the Treasury
an assurance that the money will be spent
wiscly and in the best intercsts of the agri-
culturists of the State, which in the final
analysis mcans in the interests of all the
people in the State.

The hon. member also made some refer-
ence to the absence of the annual report of
the department. I know that he will accept
my assurance that it Is due to no fault of
niing that the report is not available. In
consequence of the recent Federal elections
and othsr u it printing jobs the Govern-
ment  Printer was unable and has been
unable up to the present to complete that
annual report. I rather regret that it has
not been laid before houn, members. because
my experience last session was that hon.
members perused that report. It appeared
to me to be one of the few reports that hon.
members did peruse, and that many valu-
able suggestions and much valuable criticism
arose out of that perusal. I can assure hon.
members that it will be tabled so soon as it
is possible to do so.

A good deal of reference has becn made
during the course of this debate to the
* Queensland Agricultural Journal > and its
place in the agricultural literature—I use
that word advisedlv—of our State. Qucens-
land has new problems to face. Differences
in climatic conditions, rainfall, and soil types
are to be found in different localities.
Therefore, we have had to evolve our own
literature in connection with all branches of
rrimary production. How well that evolu-
tion has been directed and what loval sup-
port has been given by officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture have been evidenced bv
the favourable tributes that have been paid
to the editor of the journal and the staff
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who have contributed its articles; but I think
that it will be agreed that therve is one thing
that is missing in the agricultural literature
of our State. It is true that Ministers of
all political parties have recognised the value
of pamphleteering, but, after ail, that has
onls a limited value; pamphlets go out of
int. We have no classical productions on
woricultural  possibilities and agricultural
processes in our State. I am sure hon. mem-
bers generally will be pleased to hear that
the officors of my department at the present
time are compiling an agricultural hand-
book similar to the agricultural handbook
rublished, T think, in every other State in
ihe Commonwealth, and a handbook that
will have special reference to Queensland
conditions and will be an invaluable guide
to farmers who require an immediate answer
to the more perplexing guestions with which
they are confronted.

i

The question of wood taint in butter has
been raised by the hon. member for Coo-
roora. I do not know if the hon. membeor
desired to convey the impression that I
acquil d in the action of the Common-
wealth Government in Insisting on a casein
Jormaldehyde spray being applied to all
hutter-boxes that were used for export pur-

08, am conscious of the whole move-
t in this direction. Quite frequently
Juzensland  butter has been prejudiced 1in
Tondon, not in consequence of the actual
incidence of wood taint, but because of the

yestion that it is theve. It is doubtful
wood taint has ever been a prob-
ar os Quecnsland butfer overaeas is
: hut it 1Is truce that implication
frequently been made, and the sugges-
that CQucensland butters have wood

tion
taint 1s thes reason why this product has not
succecded as well on the London market as
ir would have succeeded had that not been

the case.  The Commonwealth Goveriunent
insist on all butter-boxes being sprayed. The
mattst is bevond our control. I believe the
dairvicg industry generally is autagonistic
to this Commonwealth regulation; but the
Commonwealth controls exports, and so long
as the Commonwealth controls exports—and
that, of course, will be as long as there is
a Commonwealth—then we shall have to sub-
scribe to the regulations laid down. If we
do net agree with the principle, we at least
have to acquiesce in it.

The hon. member for Coorcora raised
the question of pasture improvement. Per-
sonally, if I were asked what I could

eliminate from my department and if there
had to be a progressive elimination, the
last thing eliminated would be our work
of pasture improvement. At this juncture
pasture improvement is the most important
work upon which we are engaged. It means,

of course, the adaptation of grasses to dif-
ferent soils and climatic conditions. It
means a more extonsive testing over that

iong coastline that we have, and it means
an intensive search for economic grasses over
this area. The hon. member for Cooroora
will be gratified to know that our pasture
experimental work is guided by a very
excellent pasture experimental committee
embracing not only officers of the depart-

ment but also experienced men recruited
from outside the department to assist us

by their guidance and counsel, and that it
enlists also the active co-operation of pro-
gressive farmers throughout the State.
These instruments are being used for an
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intensive and vigorous pasture improvement
policy. We have pasture improvement work
i progress at Daintree, the most northern
point in this State where dairying is engaged
in. I am assured that Daintree, which is
within the tropics. is the closest centre to
the equator in the world where dairying is

done. That alone is justification for embark-
ing on experiments in_ that particu?ar
ity. If we examine the neceds of every
v we find that ecach has some prob-
lems peculiar to itself. These problems

have to be examined.

Some question was raised by the hon.
member for Cook as to whether the depart-
ment should net have taken over the Com-
monwealth  tobacco experiment farm at
Marecbha. This Committee ‘is entitled to
know why T refused to take this farm over.
I was gmdcd in my decision by the con-
sidered opinion of cxpenen(‘ed agricultur-
sts and experimentalists in all pmts of the
world.  Hon. members will realise that at
one time it was a recognised policy in
Queensiand to have contmlly situated cxperi-
ment farms in cuch division of the State.
I think the hon. member for Coorcora must

ubseribe  to my policy, because during
his administration he got rid of two or
three experiment farms. I frankly admit

that 1 have got rid of experiment farms
since have been Minister., My rcason is
that. after all, an cxperiment farm generally
only has one soil type. 'The result is that
notwith=tanding considerable expense to
the State it max be of very little value in
another district, perhaps not 100 miles dis-
tant.  Experimental work, to be of any
advantage, must deal with various soil types
and &  diversity of agricultural subjects,
rather than with one soil type in one
climate. It was because those reasons were
uppermost in my mind, to which { ardently
subseribe, that I refused to take over the
Mareceba tobacco experiment station. Several
sears of experimental work had been done
That werk had not been materially
There was ono phase, even if
phases did nrot exist, that induced me
It was
after six or seven vears' exten-
sive ¢ropn disease problems of outstand-
ing imporianee would have hampered any
cultural  operations we were conducting.
The Commonwealth Government have under-
taken rescarch work into disease problems
in the tobacco industry, and have delegated
to (xp Seate the cultural work that is neces-
sary. If we are to undertake the cultural
work it would not be fair to suggest that
we  should undertake that cultural work
bhandicapped by having to use an old
oxperimental station that In its ecarlier days
had been saturated with disease spores that
are difficult to control, as, for example,
frog-ere anud blue mouid. Speaking from
memery. we have twenty or thirty tobacea
plots under experimental observation, and
1 think our present policy of lLaving the
fobweo exporimental work smttmed through-
out the whole of the State is a better policy
than its concentration in one area.

other
1o reject the (ommonwva]‘rh offer.

a f«w('i that

%

It is suggested that we should utilise an
amount of money that the Commonwealth
Government have placed at our disposal
for the purpose of conducting this farm.
Thut i1s a verr short-sighted and selfish view-
point.  There are tobacco-growers in the
electorate of Carnarvon. Would the hon.
member for Carnarvon be prepared to see
a Commonwealth grant of £3,000 or £4,000
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being spent in the North? Or would the
tobacco-growers in the Miriam Vale dis-
trict of the electorate of Port Curtis gain
any satisfaction from the fact that cultural
work was being done in North Queensland?
Tt would have but little value to them.
I believe that the whole experimental policy
of the department, not only in regard to
pastures 1mprovement work but also in
regard  to cultural experimental work
generally, should be distributed over the
wicdest possible area. There should be no
centralised experiments for cultural work.
fixperiments for pathological observation
and research on the other hand should be
conducted within easy reach of the most
highly skilled officers in my department, who
arc the men in control of the branches at
the hecad office. That is a policy I have
pursucd. It is certainly an cxpensive one.
Al agrienltural research work, indeed all
vesearch  work, is ewpensive, but I view
the question in this way—and my officers
fortunately share v ws-—that it is not
expenditnre in the true sense of the word.
Rather is it an iavestment, and if we did
not  strenuousls continuo an experimental
policy in all its various facets then agricul-
ture would decline instead of progress.

The hen. member also made some refer-
ence to the present position in regard to
the buffalo fiy. T can assure him that there
lias been a contraction of the arcas that are
affected by the pest. Whether that has been
due to the hon. mmnbol s foresight in estab-
lishing a spraying works at R'].]dbbl I am
not going to say; nevertheless it is for-
tunately true that a material contraction has
raken phtw in the area affected by it. Bub
that does not give us any hcnn e to relax
the Pondxtiom imposed. It is true that
the people in the buffalo fly area do not
regard it az being a menace. Tt is equally
true that the people outside the buffalo fiy
arca regard it as being a very grave mienace
to them. We were told Dby a  visiting
scientist—and  even  scientists  apparently
make mistakes—that the buffalo fly weuld
probably not succecd in proceeding down
our coasts bevond Rockhampton. If I re-
member correctly a  gentleman named
Handschin, who had been MW'W(‘(I in special
investigational wark in relation to the
buffalo fly. made that prediction.  After all,
however, predictions are ve dangerous,
and it has been discovered—this is a matter
which concerns every country member, par-
ticularly members representing dun“vmrr con-
<t1tuon(‘19<ﬁ1hqt during the past year p
speeies of the buffalo ﬂ\ very closely related
to the buffalo fly that we unfortunaiely have
in North-western Quecensland has becn dis-
covered in nOlth(‘ln China and has been
n‘ﬂx(tmg a tremendous amounr ol devastation
in that arca. If the buffalo fly can become
acclimatised in northern China I think that
is a hint that we must continue to exercise
the most rigid control over the movement
of cattle from the infested avea in Queens-
land. It is to the material advantage of
the dairvmen. It is true that the buffalo
fiv is more disastrous in the wetter climate,
can breed more quickly—having more hosts
in which to breed—and it is also true that
the finer skinned and more highly bred dairy
stock of the coast would ke more smceptlblp
to a vigorous attack or a hig infestation
of the buffalo fly, with the consequence that
perhaps we should not require to_ discuss
ways and means to convince the Imperial
Government that restriction of exports is
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net a desirable policy—the buffalo iy would
bring about all the restriction that was
supposed 1o be necessary and a good deal
more.

Therefore, in spite of a good deal of
hostility and criticism levelled at me and
my officers in this direction, I propose to
continue the quarantine policy and the
general policy we have adopted. We made
1t as easy as we could for the people con-
cerned: bul we are not going to take any
i That is a policy that will commend
1f to the dairving and beef cattle indus-
tries in this state.

Some  suggestions  were made about a
guaranteed price for wheat. I am rather
amused at some of the statements made.

The hon. member for Cooroora was not a
transgressor. Whilst dealing with this ques-
tion 1 should like to survey the remarks
made by hon. members generally. The sug-
gestion was made by the hon. member for
Cunningham that the Government with which
e was associated not only succeeded in
stabilising local prices but preserved more
or less for the Quecnsland growers the
bichest price that was patd for wheat in
Australia.

Mr. Dewox: In the world,
At 2,55 pom.,

Mr. W. T. K NG {(Maree), one of the panel

o 2l s
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. Gled-

son in the chair.

The SFCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I will adit all that. I do not desire
to cavil about it; but the hon, mem-
ber said 1o me. In answer to an inter-
_}gotlon, “ Why did vou not do the same?*’
Thet was not fair criticism, and the hon.
mentber knows that it was not fair criticisni.
Criticism of that nature coming from an hon.
member who held Cabinet rank in the pre-
vious Adwministration and who must be
acquainted with all the eireumstances of
the case is essentially unjust.

Ay Dracox: T said vou could do it in a
diilerent way.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member says I could do it in
a different way. Let me outline what
the past Government did and what this
Government did in regard to this much

\'Io,\“ed - wheat  question, We have on
t’;ua statute-book  the Sugar Acquisition
Act. T remember the iniquity that was

ascribed to the Sugar Acquisition Act in
the minds of the hon. gentlemen opposite
when it was first placed on the statute book.
‘I’ remember hon. gentlemen opposite saying
" Another. step on the way to Socialism.
Another step on the road to Communism.’’
The word ‘“ Sovietism ”’ was not fashionable
at that time. Time went on till one dav.
because the wheatgrowers were in a par-
ticularly parlous position, the hon. members
who constituted the past Cabinet said, rightly
and justly, “ We must do something to pr(;~
tect our wheatgrowers,” and they invoked
the aid of this despised Sugar Acquisition
Act and issued a proclamation under it; but
there was always this reservation in the
backs of the minds of those hon, gentle-
men—*"* If this be challenged, well, wo will
rot contest it.”” I am informed, whether
rightly or wrongly, that it was not challenged
because the then Leader of the Government,
the hon. member for Aubigny, gave the wheat
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interests in the South an assurance it would
only operate for twelve months.

Mr., WALKER : No.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::
I say was jnformed., whether rightly or
At that juncture I took control
of the department, and—knowing all the
disabilities and all the weaknesszes of the
situation, knowing as the Moore Government
knew, that according to legal opinion the
Government had not a leg to stand on. and
having in mind the possibilities accentuated
by the peanut case—knowing all these dis-
abilities e did as the other Government
did, we continued to use the Sugar Acquisi-

wrongly.

tion Act so long as it was not challenged.
Tversbody knew, the present Leader of the

Opposition and the ex-Secrctary for Agricul-
ture and Stock, every Minister associated
with the late Government and, I think, all
private members, knew there was no legal
authority for what we did. In other words,
at this distance of time we can honestly say
that we did somcthing that was not legal.
Realising the illegality of the Act, and being
a Government that desired to continue con-
stitutional practices, we would not agree to
continue a system that would have meant the
defeat of the Crown in court.

Mr. Drscon: Affer that you did nothing.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member says after that I did
nething, Can he suggest there is some-
thing that can be donc? Instead of say-
ing, “We did this and that,”” the hon.
member will be afforded an opportunity at
a later stage in these debates—perhaps when
the next vote is being considered—to tell me
what T am to do.

1 have honestly searched for a solution of
{this problem. I realise that the wheat-
growers of this State must be given every
possihle advantage, and I realise also that if
any instrument can be emiploved to help them
that instrument should be willingly employed
by myself and by the Government. But let
us examine the rcal facts of this case, quite
apart from considerations of party advantage
and parochialism. IT.et us examine the facts
on the broadest possible basis, that iz, that
under section 92 of the Commonwealth
Consiitution, as the hon. member very well
knows, there can be no restriction of trade
as between the various States of the Com-
monwealth. Wheat is the subject of trade.
The hon. member desires to obtain a high
price for the wheat obtained in Queensland.
I am anxious that the growers shall have the
highest possible economic price for their
endeavours. Let us take the level indicated
by the hon. member for Warwick, who knows

more about the wheat question than any
other member in this Committee. Suppose

I said the wheat level shall be 4s. 2d. a
bushel—that was the price suggested by the
hon. member, was it not?

Mr. BaryEs: Yes.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

Suppose I agree with him and for the
incoming harvest I say, “ Very well, the
authorities in the industry, after checking
up the cost of production, advise me that
4s. 2d. a bushel is the price that should be
returned to the grower.” I then go along
to the Commissioner of Prices and say to
him. “ Fix the pricec of wheat at 4s. 2d. a
bushel.” Suppose the price of wheat at
Darling Harbour was then 3s. a bushel and
the cost of landing that wheat in Brisbane
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enabled a price to be quoted in the vicinity
of 3s. 6d. a bushel. Would the millers pay
4s. 2d. a bushel? They might be actuated
by patriotic motives and say, “ We will pay
this= 4s. 2d. a bushel and use Queensland

wheat.”” If they were idealists they mighi
purchase that wheat. but could they seli
their flour  in competition with flour

made from wheat at 3s. a bushel? To
the deerce that you raise prices in Qucens-
land above the cost of bringing Southern
wheat into Queensland, you invite an infiux
of Southern flour into Queensland and quite
obviously defeat your own ends.

Mr. Barxes: Give an all-Australian price.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

I shall come to that. There is no solution
that can be found separate from the Com-
monwealth  solutionn to this question; no
solution—after examining every method, after
obtaining the advice from the best wheat
men, both on the milling and production side,
from all the authorities, after getting my
marketing officers to examine this question,
afrer legal advice. after chasing all sorts of
shadows in the hope that some solution
would be offered to this wheat question that
the Government very earnestly desire to
solve. My advice was that, if we interfered
in any way it might be attractive on the
surface but in the linal analysis of such inter-
fererce or readjustment of market prices
it will have a disastrous effect and to the
degree that vou continue it will be vour
carry over of wheat.

Mr. Wiexnorr: Very frue.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURL -
It 1s true. I entirely agree with that.
Section 92 of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion—au apparently harmless section when
printed—tells me I cannot make any shadow
of an adjustment thatr would be of material
tasting hencfit to the wheatgrowers of the
Srate. On the other hand, I do not
believe  the wheatgrowers of  Australix
should he thrown, shorn and naked, to
the wind. I believe the principle that we
arc adopting in the dairying industry
should be extended to the wheatgrowing
industry of the Commonwealth and not
coufined to that of the State. I believe that
an all-Ausiralian price is the logical, reason-
able, and inevitable solution of this question.
Some hon. members opposite, T know, do not
believe in that doctrine. The hon. member
for Wynnum and the hon. member for Fassi-
forn have formed an alliance on this ques-
tion. They have verv definite views on the
economic phase of agricultural production.

Mr. WmznoLt: The law of supply and
demand.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member believes entirely and
exclusively in supply and demand.

Mr, WiExHOLT: For everything.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
In the old days of unrestricted law of supply
and demand the farmer was at the merey
of many things that should not have been
allowed unrestricted sway. He was exposed
to all sorts of costs that were not reasonable
and in many instances were not legitimate.

Mr. WixsOLT: He is
now.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member says he is now exposed to
them. If he is still exposed to them, then,

exposed to them
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to that degree, is not the law of supply
wnd demand defeated ?

M. Wriennonr: No.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Is not the law of supply and demand
defeated to thaw degree, inasmuch as unrea-
sonable charges are being placed on him
and the law of supply and demand—the
shrine at which the hon. member worships—
is admittedly, on his own interjection, not
giving the farmer a fair and reasonable
control of his own product. The hon.
gentleman =ays that the law of supply and
demand should operate. It us examine
that law.

Mr. WienHorT: For everything.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Let us examine it in its application to the
wheat question, which is the speeific issue
with which I am dealing.

Mr. WievsoLt: For everything.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
T shall deal with his stipulation that it is
to be ¢ for everything ” if the hon. member
so desires. For the moment I want to deal
with this most important question, one that
is  of vital importance to Il policies
of all Governments in Australia. It is
of such vital tmporiance that it may make
or unmake onr present Commonwealth Go-
verament.  The indications are that this
question 15 going to be the vital political
question in the Ifederal sphere between now
and the conclusion of the present Parlia-
ment.  Recognising that, must we not also
recognise that the labourer is worthy of his
hive. aud wmust we not also recognise that
overseas parity

Ar. Sparxes: We all believe in it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
We may all believe in it, but we do not
always recognise it

Mre. Sparxes: Yes, we do.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, we¢ do not. Must we not recognise that
overseas parity is not a fair determination
for local priecc. If the law of supply and
demand in all its hideous nakedness is to
operate, we say, in effect, that the over-
seas parity shail be the price to be paid to
the producer herve—there is no intcrmedmtp
course—and because a big population 1s
being supported divectly and indirectly by

the production of wheat, possibly, our
national losses would be infinitely greater
if we failed to recognise the urgency of
these equations than would otherwise be

the case. If we allow things to drift in thag
way, then obviouslr the overseas parity is
going to bear us down to the overseas level.
You cannot have it both ways. You cannot
have overzeas parity and a high standard
of living.

Mr. J. G. BayrLey:

We did a few years

ago.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
You cannot, and never can. You cannot
have overseas parity under normal con-

ditions and have a high standard of living.
1 believe that every man in this Parliament
does stand for the payment of a reasonable
living rate, however 1t is gleaned, whether
it be wages or other earnings for the man
who is engaged in wheat production. I can-
not see any hope for the wheat industry
uniless we have Commonwealth stahilisation.
1 believe that a bread tax and the levying

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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of bLread taxes are repugnant, because
bounties are paid from consolidated revenue.

Mr. WigvnoLr: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe in the final analysis that that is
a siur on the wheatgrowers and a slur on
Governments. Finally, it means that the
wheatgrower is being practically told that
through no fault of his own he is unable to
carry on, and that he is to be given the
charity of the Commonwealth. I do not
want that position to be maintained. I do
not believe that any organisation or any
body of producers should be in reccipt of
the charity of the Commonwealth or the
charity of the people of the Commonwealth;

beliceve that our agricultural policy should
he so directed and so maintained that the

word ‘‘charity ” will not enter in at all.
I  belicve that the solution of this
gquestion  is a Commonwealth  wheat

pool  with a Commonwealth parity  of
equal value in all the capital citicz of the
Commonwealth. I believe that that is the
only solution of the question. I believe that
it is inevitable, but I rccognise that even
under that scheme Queensland may have
to make some bargain or insist upon some
adjustment that will duly recognise Queens.
land’s peculiar position in the wheatgrowing
industry. I repeat, it is true that no State
unaided can do anything to help its wheat-
growers, but the States combined, with the
Dlessing and sanction of the Commonwealth
Government, can do the things that have
been indicated. I believe that the public
generalls  will  willingly mgree to render
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and
to recognise the value of the contributions
that the wheatgrowers are making to the
solveney of cur States and of our Common-
wealth by the trade balances that naturally
follow.

~ The hon. gentleman raised another very
inportant question, the question of the certifi-
cation of milk. He suggested that the scheme
had been in operation for a couple of years. I
should not like to suggest to my friend that
he may possibly have been doing the Rip
Van Winkle act in that he fell asleep just
when the regulations governing certified
milk swere promuigated and awakened again,
believing that a period of two years has

elapsed.” The regulations governing the
production of ceruflied milk have not yet
been in cperation for twelve months. It

was necessary to make a most careful sur-
vey, and this involved a good deal of labora-
tery investigation and vesearch, because I
didd not desire to prescribe a standard that
was not equal to what a cortified milk stan-
dard should be, nor did I desire to prescribe
a standard that was too high of attainment.

It took a good deal of work. I must
congratulate Dr. Colfey, Mr. MeGrath (iny
own dairy expert), and Dr. Gifford Croll for
the interest they have taken in this work.
I’ thank them for the material assistance
they gave me in launching this scheme for
the certification of milk. It is obvious that
vou cannot certify milk until the herds are
certified.  We announced the conditions
under which we would certify the herds, and
immediately commenced testing herds. We
have several herds ready for final survey.
Three herds have been finally surveyed and
the certificates are in the course of prepara-
tron.  We have seven herds now undergoing
final survey, and if everything is satisfactory
they will in turn get their certificates. OUne

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

hon. member in this Committee
the value of this work.
Mr. Warxer: Who is he?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Perhaps his modesty will prevent me from
inentioning his name, but he is quite at
liberty to stand in his place and say it refers
to him.

Mr. CLAYTON:
Committee woon.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is a very excellent thing that a member
of Parliament should recognise the value of
this work. It is certainly a lead to other
people worth while following. Some of the
most progressive dairymen in Brisbane are
in possession cf a certification of their herds.
While I do not believe for one moment
that certified milk can be milk for
general consumption, I do know from the
advice the BPBritish Medical Association
has given me in regard to this matter that
certified milk not only in Brisbane but also
in every area in Quecensland is a_ very
excellent thing and will provide a medicinal
milk above suspicion for nourishing delicate
children and will make some exccllent con-
tribution to the maintenance of infant life
in our State. I may take another step in
that dircction in the near future.

Most attention has been directed during
this debate towards markets and marketing.
The economia equations surrounding mar-
keting have never been more difficult of
solution than they arc al the present time.
My department is consciously growing
under my dircction from a departi:ent con-
cerned chiefly with crop cultural methods
and the raising of stork to a department
vervy much concerned in the economies of
agriculture.  Two or three of cur young
men at the present time are engaged in the
study  of agricultural economics. In; the
of time the Department of Agricul-
will have attached to it, because it

an economic branch, the foundation
of which exists to-day in the marketing
branch. We find that these problems are
more difficulf and more acute than they
over were. The clamour for markets s
intense. Every nation to-day has developed
a policy of economic nationalism. In an
economic sense they have erccted barbed
wire cntanglements around themselves. How
long that will last remains to he seen. 1
do not desive to pose as a prophet. hut
alrcady I can see material indications that
while the policy of cconomic nationalism
may malke some temporary contributions to
the economic life of a people, finally it will
defeat itself. Already I can see indications
that cconomic nationalismn is proving itself
t5 be uncconomic internationalism. The
longer I live and the more I see of economic
problems of this description the more I
realise that countrics are less and less cap-
able of being self-contained and independent.
That brings us face to face with the question
of markets. The FRast has frequently been
mentioned. Let me give hon. members one
little experience we have had with the Bast.
We were told that a good market for grapes
existed in China. The Committee of Direc-
tion shipped grapes to China to test out the
market. The result was that we discovered
after a great deal of correspondence, in
which my department had to participate in
order to safeguard the rights of the Com-
mittee of Direction, that the black grapes
shipped were not acceptable to the Chinese

recognises
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and had not been consumed. We had to
find out why black grapes were not accept-
able to the Chinese. We¢ were informed
that the Chinaman will not take black or
purple into his house because jt is a sign of
death.

So von have superstitions and religious
bias and prejudics to overcome. For
instance. among certain sections the cow is
regarded as sacred, and a storekeeper stor-
ing butter would be boycotted by the mem-
bers of a particular religion, who would
consider that they would lose caste and fall
from grace if they entered his shop where
the product of the cow was stored. Such
individuals are a very large proportion of
the peoples of these Eastern countries. The
more I see of these questions the more I am
convineed that there is but little opportunity
of the development of any material trade in
butter, cheese, pork, etc.., with the East.
We sent over a trade delegation to Eastern
countries, and one of the members of that
delegation had specific directions to inquire
into any questions which he believed had
any agricultural importance. Hon. members
know the result of that delegation’s visit,
for the report has been printed. Tt scems
to me that although we may aspire to a
shave in Aslatic markets and believe that
iiey should be cultivated, T do mnot think
there is very much possibility of any material
development in that guarter.

One hon, member chided me for that in a
debate some years ago on legislation con-
corning diseases in stock T made certain

remark Of course, it is perwmissible.
although embarrassing, to rvecall the inju-

dicious remarks that the hon. member made
many v ago; but the hon., member stated
that T eriticised his Administration because
nothing wus being done in sheep research
work in Central Queensland, and desired to
know what we were doing in this regard.
We ave doing a considerable amount of
getearch work in the pastoral areas of our
State. At the present time an officer
attached 1o our department in a semi-official
way is making a survey of grasses, and our
laborator are engaged in investigational
work assaciaterdd with soil, salt Ticks. control
of buffalo fly, and such general nutrition
prohlems as should come within the ambit
of the Department of Agriculture. Material
progress in that direction is being made,
and alrcadv we have been able to indicate
to the pastoralists in many parts of Queens-
land certain desirable lines of practice.

A final matter mentioned by the hon. mem-
bor was the question of herd testing. In
1929-30—the hon, member will recognise the
waar—415 herds only, comprising 13.920 cows.
were under test in this State; in 1930-31, 397
herds, comprising 12,000 cows, were under
test; and in 1931-32, only 272 herds. involv-
ing 10.333 cows, were under test. It obvi-
ously became necessary to do something to
stimulate herd iesting and recording of
results; those figures were an indication of
a general deeline and a failure to appreciate
the value of herd testing. In 1932-33 we
recovered ground and tested 400 herds, com-
prising 12000 cows, and in 1933-34, when w=
vigorously pursued this question, we tested
982 herds. totalling 29,521 cows, and thus
showed an increase of over 100 per cent. on
the previous year. These figures are being
maintained with an ever-increasing volume
of requests for herd testing.

The hon. member for Gympie made the
statement that, unfortunately, the cotton
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induztry was not making the expansion that
it shouid have made, but this year shows an
incresse in acreage of 48 per cent. over
nrevious yecord crops; so that the Cotton
Branch is deing very fine work in the expan-
s of the industry. It is true we have core
fice to face with some very great problems
in connection with our cotton.

1 am rather amused when I read in the
Fuglish press, as reported in our own press,
that Tancashire is taking very violent
exception to the cotton policy of the Com-
monwealth  Government.  The facts arve
these: IHere was an industry representing
the investment of a great deal of eapital,
and the rveturn to the grower was obviously
not sufficient to maintain him on his hold-
ing; and it became necessary to readjust
the Commonwealth fiscal policy in such a
divection as to permit him to remain on
that holding. That was what was done.
Now the British Government, or a certain
powerful section in that country, are taking
the viewpoint that this is a violation of
the Ottawa Agreément, inasmuch as the
Commonwealth has  readjusted its fiscal
palicy in order to build up an uneconomie
industry. A moment’s reflection will show
that a couniry like Australia, and a State
like Queensland. must quite obviously offer
the fullest possible protection to an industry
stablished within its borders. If it is frue
and I challenge it—that we have engaged
in an uncconomic polizy through the Com-
monwealth in relation to cotton, and thereby
we have violated the Ottawa Agreement, 1t
oceurs to me very forcibly that Britain
has violuted the Ottawa Agreement 1n
vespect of hev cattle poliey, which involves
a subsidy of £3,000,000 to the producers
there. We all know that the English cattle
indastrs i not an economic industry if we
meas it by the vardstick of economic
production. The British Government desire
to perpetuate the existing cattle industry
in Diritain. They agrecd to give a subsidy
of £3.000,000 in order to do so. The fact
that that »ubs:idy was necessary demonstrates
conclusively that the cost of production was
greater than the retail price; in other words,
measured by the vardstick our critics have
used. it was uneconomic production. Our
problem was the same, and our solution
was not vastly different. We must main-
tain our cotfon industry, and is there a
justification—assuming that we have violated
Otrawa. and England has violated Ottawa
for the pot to call the kettle black? These
agreements must be read with discretion,
arid read in conjunction with that recog-
nised national sentiment that expresses itself
in a desire to perpetuate existing land settle-
ment znd extend it wherever possible.

The hon. member for Gympie desired to
know why an increase of £1,631 had been
provided ~in respect of gratuities.  The
gratuities that are encumbent on the depart-
ment to meet are in respect of M.
Cheeseman, a  very excellent officer with
whom we are very sorry to part, £358; Mr.
Watson, £330; Mr. McGrath, another very
cxcelient officer whom it will be exceedingly
difficult to replace, £477; Mr. Brooks, £280;
Mr. Orr, £380; making a total of £1,825.

Mr. Kexxy: A very foolish poliey.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
You continued it.

Mr. Kexny: We did not,
retiving age to seventy.

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is an addition of £675 for unexpected
retirements owing to breakdowns. The hon.
member for (ﬂmpxe raised another intere =t-
ing question. I know the personal impli-
cation in regard to it. I know there is an
individual in the hon. member’s eclectorate
who is always telling the hon. member he
has discovered a cure for this, that, and
the other. He bombards me with letters.
The tallest file in my department is the
one that contains the letters written by
that gentleman.

Mr. Epwarbs: He has broken a record.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
He has. In every instance he asks the Go-
vernment to give him some amount, a mere
£5,000, sometimes £10,000, and sometimes
£20.000 before he will disciose what he has
r_o say. Recently he wrote to me and offered,
if I gave him a job for twelve rmonths, to
work for £2 per week. The department is

deluged with letters fromy people who
believe they have discovered some remedy
for some disease or pest, I will quote a
case in point. Only yesterday I received a
letter from a man Who I mmwmo carelessly
left a dose of patont medicine  about
because he was called away to attend to

romething clse, and suddenly remembering
that he had not taken the medicine, returned
to discover a few fruit flies round the bottle.
Two or three were drowned in the medi-
cine. The consequence was he immediately
wrote to the dnpmtmom suggesting  we
should recompense him for this discover ¥,
make arrangements with the ponrvle who w cr
marketing this proprietary medicine and sub

sidise both the manufacturer and the d
coverer.  These ave wnot isolated cases, the
occur every dayv, and if I were to in n“uct

my officers to mvestigate all these cases it
would be impossible for them to do their
legitimate work. Where the department has,

under special  circumstance mvestigated
E]m\e cases. or these allog“d cures, it has
heen found that they have been based on

vrong ;ﬁ](‘nl]:k’\

My, Eowarps: There is a lot in vour
auggestion, bl!f the same thing would be
found out without investigation by vour
officers.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

am not disposed to agree. I know.
on  the other hand, that many of the
hon. member’s suggestions have leen

mmvestigated and have been found to be like
these alleged cures. The thing oceurs in
any vegetable. pathological or insert control.
Tp goes the stock

of cures and this pro-
duces another very prolific erop of sugges-
tions. Last session Parliament  discussed
a Veterinary Medicines Bill, which brought
to light some most astounclmw things. Tt

showed the farming community were heing
ruthlessly O\plmted in many directions, :xnd
ir may gratifv hon. members to know that at
the Ia\t conference of Ministers of Agrienl-
ture every State in the Commonwoahh under-
took to place similar legislation on its statute
book. We have eliminated the quacks. We
have eliminated the sale of worthless pre-
parations. From the volume of complaints
I have received frem the men whom we
have refused fo license—the men w hose medi-
caments we have refused to appreciate—I
belimo that the Act is achieving its pur-
poses in a very worthy manner.

Another hon. member suggested legislation
for compulsory dehorning. I recognise the
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value of that practice. I see one hon. mem-
ber interested in cattle immediately paying
particular attention to this matter. Hon.
mermbers have frequently told me that there
should be no interference at all with the
producer. I believe that a very valuable
service would be given to the cattle industry
of the State if all cattle were dehorned,
and a very valuable addition to their prac-
tice would thus be embarked upon. Many
do not agree with me. Cattlemen raise all
kinds of difficultics in connection with dehorn-
ing, but I can assure hon, members that
if a representative section of the industry
is prepared to ask me to make regulations
for dehorning and accept the responsibility
for it I am prepared to give favourable
consideration to that request.
. KExxy: Leave them alone.

themselves if they desire to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
* Let them do it themselves,” is my attitude
at the present time.

The hon. member for Isis raised some
quite interesting points. The most interest-
ing thing that I find in his contribution to
the debate is his vers frank statement that
restriction was practised in the sugar indus-
try. I do not know if I have correctly
interpreted his remarks, but the impression
I ﬂamod was that he asked : if restriction
was to be practised in the sugar industry
why not practice restriction in other indus-
tries?

Mr. Kexxy: Do vou not believe in restric-
tion in the sugar industry?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::
will answer that question in my own way.

t s quite obvious tlat the sugar industry
regulates: its own affairs. That industry has
initely embarked on a policy of restric-
tion on ‘aecount of the peculiar and particu-
circumstances surrounding it. If the
du~try had not embarked on that policy

would be eoxtinet, and instead of having
a virile white population in the North there

~ould be military camps and machine guns.
The -ugar industry presents an ontlrelv dif-
ferent problem from those associated with
e general policy of restriction. I say quite
dc(lmtelv that we could not afford to asso-

iate ourselves with a policy of restriction.
If we were to do so it would be a policy
of national snicide. Australia, whatever the
future may hold for her. is at the present
time (Iisrinctlv an agricultural country.

There cannot be any oxpansion in secondary
1 {n~tr1ea until there has been an expansion
u primary industries. I bhelieve that the
licies of all Governments should be in the
oction of the adequate protection of all
pasioral and agricultural endeavour, and
fxﬂmg in bel nnd that there can be ~cnor’darv
development. I do mnot believe that there
van be secondary devo]o‘)movr until there
has been agricultural development, and in
refraining from developing agriculture you
ave also refraining from deve ]opmo soconddu
indusiries unless, of course. you engage in a
ypunitive expedition, a policy of retaliation,
which would say in cffect * England has
restrieted our markets. Therefore, because
our purchasing power in England "has heen

restricted, we will build up secondarv indus-
tries in Thlq country to the extent of that
vestriction.”  If that were done, is it nof
obvious that in the final anal;sls the posi-
tion would be worse than the existing one?
Ts it not obvious that England, instead of
achieving her desire, would find herself still

Let them
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further handicapped in her pursuit of agri-
cyltural and economic restoration?

Mr. EpwarDs : So would we.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

That may or may not be so, but I believe
that we would.

Mr. Kenny: It is happening to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do wish that the hon. member for Cook
would keep quiet. He has no knowledge of
the equations that I am discussing. The
position would be that Australia, whether
she desired or not, would be obliged to
embark upon a policy of retaliation and
that would have a grave effect on Dboth
England and Australia, and a graver effect
on the relationship of the two countries.

1 am particularly amused—if one may be
amused in respect of very serious questions
of public import—about many matters that
are advocated by people in our State, I
do not wish to refer to Individuals, but there
have been suggestions that Australia should
be prepared again to embark upon a policy
of migration. There has already been some
kite-flying in the matter. A policy of migra-
tion can be successful only if there is work
for the people, if they can be satisfactorily
and economically employed when they come
Nobody wants to bring people from
reeas to feed them at the expense of the
residents of our State. That would be the
maddest of mad policies. We hear quite &
lot of talk about restriction of export, but
what does restriction of export mean? If
means the restriction of production, wrap it
up in whatever chocolate coating you may,
and restriction of production means that
fewer people will be engaged in the pro-
cesses of production than are engaged to-day.
If we were forced to agree to any policy
of restriction, how could England turn to
us, and, through her ambassadors and repre-
seniatives, suggest to us that we should
co-operate in a policy of migration—which
means expansion—bearing in mind that agri-
cultural expansion is the only expansion
possible at the present time and at the same
time contract the wse of our agricultural
rescurces? The ftwo questions present a
paradox that sarnot be resolved. 1 believe
that in the final adjustment England will
have to recognise that a policy of restriction
wili have a grave effect upon her domestic
and international policies and also a grave
effect on  Australia.  Personally, I am
entirely opposed to restriction. I can see no
future for Australia but a primary-producing
future, and because I believe that primary
production must be encouraged and must be
developed, and because I believe that our
boys are better employed in agricultural
pursuits than they are in graduating in the
most  vicious of all  schools—the street
corner—or being participants in the bounty
of the State, equally demoralising——

Howcurasle MemBErs: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Because I believe .these things I earnestly
hope that the policy of the Commonwealth
Government and the policy of the Imperial
Government will be on all-fours with the
policy of this Government, which means a
vigorous expansion of agricultural endea-
“vour, a vigorous development of all our
lands, a vigorous expansion of our popula-
tien, and a recognition of the fact that we
can only survive by a vigorous progressive

1934—2 wm
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agricultural policy. If the day ever comes—
I hope that it will not—that Australia is
told that she must restrict her primary pro-
duction, then I believe that day will sound
the death knell of the cordial relationship
that exists at the present time between Great
Britain and the Commonwealth. To me
restriction of primary production appears
to be unthinkable.

Mr, Wiennort: Then why restrict the
export of stud rams?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member has got on to quite another
question. It is not involved in the matter
we are dealing with, but T will deal with it
i{ the Temporary Chairman permits me.
The export of rams is entirely under the
control of the Commonwealth Government.
The Commonwealth CGovernment roviewed
the position. What was it? Our pioneers,
men of vision and thought—not fatheaded
men—pionecered the sheep industry and built
it up to its present greatness. They realised
that adjustments and continual care were
necessary in order to evolve that magnificent
type of merinos we now have, and to evolve
a distinetive wool such as is found in no
other part of the world. They discovered
in that process that only merinos could be
raised in certain areas. Over 150 years of
conscious effort, sometimes meeting with suc-
cess, sometimes meeting with adversity,
sometimes encountering fire, flood, and tem-
pest, these pioneers proceeded to develop
their industry and evolve a type of sheep
that could only be raised on the plains of
Central Queensland and corresponding terri-
tory in other parts of the Commonwealth.
It 18 our heritage—a heritage haunded down
to us from our forefathers and fathers. It
is a heritage that we are justified in pro-
tecting. Then jealousy entered into the
industry, and other nationals looked at our
60's, 6&’s, and 66’s merinos and said, “ We
can grow these in our land.”” They pro-
ceeded to purchase, not only our choicest
meriros, but also to obtain our stud masters.
They did not rely on their own individual
effort. The people in these countries dis-
covered that there was a perpetual retro-
gression in wool counts over a number of
vears. For instance, a sheep going over 66
when it left Awnstralia deteriorated in two
or three years to 60’s. I believe there were
instances when merinos deteriorated below
the 60 count, actually as low as 56. So it
hecame obvious that they came to Australia
and asked Awustralia to bolster up an indus-
try that they could not maintain themselves.
In view of all those circumstances, Australia
was eminently justified in saying, “ You have
cur stock; we have evolved our types; these
types are the result of 150 years’ work, and
we are not prepared fo give you, cur most
formidable “competitor, the result of our
work.”

Mr. Sparkes: The breeders did not say
that; the politicians said that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The people who were betraying the Austra-
lian wool industry by selling our sheep over-
seas, and the would-be advisers of the Aus-
tralian Government, were the men who were
reaping material benefits for themselves.
Ask the woolgrowers to-day, net the men
who were exporting, but the men engaged
in the industry for the production of wool,
whether they want the embargo raised or
not. They will definitely and emphatically

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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assure us that the; do not desire the embargo
lifted. Nor should it be lifted.

The hon. member for Mirani raised a very
interesting point, and one which interests me
as a western member as well as in my
capacity as Secretary for Agriculture. The
conservation of fodder is one of the most
important questions that can be discussed in
this Committee. We have discussed it for
yvears. We have never, however, succeeded
in interesting the farmer in any material
degree in it. The question can reasonably
be asked whether the farmer did not con-
serve fodder through neglect or ignorance,
or whether he regarded it as being uneco-
nomic in the long run.

Mr. Epwarps: It
vou think.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
T know how difficult it is. I have reviewed
it from every angle. If the farmer desires
knowledge in the conservation of fodder, he
should first get technical guidance and direc-
tion from my department, and then finance,
if he requires it, from the Agricultural Bank.

is more difficult than

The hon. member for Cook raised the ques-
tion of the stabilisation of butter. I do not
know why he should do so. At least, he must
be satisfied with the stabilisation of butter
that is in operatien.

My, Kexxy: What did T say about it?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member said very little about it
except that we had accomplished stabilisa-
tion in the negative sense. Does the hon.
member regard stabilisation as a permanent
achievement?

Mr. Kenvy: What did I say?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is what I want to know; what does
the hon. member think about it? The hon.
member also said that we were not herd-
testing at Kairi. We are.

A very important question has been raised
by various hon. members—the question of
farm schools and farm training. Bearing in
mind, as one must, that agriculture is most
important to the development of a State
and must be most jealously guarded, I am
at a total less to understand any hostility
to any scheme that plans the training of
boys. Flon. members opposite have criti-
cised the 8t. Lucia farm training school.
I know of no hon. member opposite who
has visited St. Lucia. St Lucia is only
three miles from town, and we have the
queer position of hon. members opposite
criticising the school and never having been
there to inspect the work that is being done.
I have sufficient faith in the St. Lueia school
and in the work being done there to extend
a courteous Iinvitation to any member of
the Opposition, including the most ardent
opponent of boy training, 'to come with me
and see the work that is being done. I
am quite prepared to place every facility
at the disposal of hon. members, because I
believe St. Lucia is doing work of very
great importance. That school was estab-
lished with the idea of training boys who
had no other opportunity to learn the rudi-
ments of agriculture. We do not attempt
to train boys in the higher branches of the
calling, but we do not send a boy out to
a farm until he can milk a cow, harness a
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horse, and plough and harrow at least i’ @
straight line.

Mr. Epwarbps: Why should he not leaTn
that on a farm? ’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::
I shall tell the hon. member why soraetimes
the boy does not. In the first place th
parental equation has to be considered—we
have parents who would agree to send their
boys to such a school, but who wouid not
agree to send them direct to a farm. But
another and even more important phase has
to be considered. A raw town boy goes ouf
to a farm. Probably he has never had his
hand on a horse or cow. The farmer says,
< Bob, catch that horse and bring it up
here.” Down Bob goes and his emplover
calls out, ** Throw the harness on him '—
it never occurs to the farmer t Bob
harness a horse.

You see, the
farmer has been doing that all his conscious
life, but when the raw town boy comes on
the farm and cannct do these thin i
regarded as useless by the farme
life is so full that he has neither the time
nor the patience to teach the boy, and the
boy becomes discouraged at the continual
rebuffs he gets. Let me give a case in point.
Recently in a local hospital I sat al i
the bed of a boy who had taken a
of poison. The employer sent the boy to
kill a sheep, but the boy being inexperienced
could not kill the sheep properly, and the
cmployer was obviously irritated because the
bov had butchered the sheep instead of
killing it properly. Two or three other little
happenings of that nature caused the boy to
become dispirited and downhearted
swallowed poison and nearly los
That may he regarded as an isolated
or an extreme case.

It certainly is, but it has establi
fact that it is better that a bey sho
some preliminary knowledge of ag
hefore he goes out to the hurly-burly of
farmo life. I do not say that I agree with
everything that has been said by hon. mem-
hers on this side of the Committes or on
the other side of the Committes. Some
snggestions have been made that the farmer

is a pretty poor type to work for and he
ie not prepared to pay decent wagss. There
are black sheep in every fold. I frankly
admit there ave farmers who sweab 1

hut that type of individual is mot peculiar
to the farming industry. My experier
that the average farmer treats the boy who
is working for him with decency, and
fathers him if he has come to the bush for the
frst time. If I had a boy I wanted to
place in a position, and the alternative to
placihg him on a farm was to place him in
a city industry, I would unhestitatingly place
him on a farm. The St. Lucia bhoys are
particularly well circumstanced. We have
many requests from employers to send boys
and ‘we are able to check up the individual.
We could place three times the number of
boys that go through St. Lucia. Farmers
repeatedly write and tell us they will nob
take bovs who know nothing; they reguire
boys who are relatively useful from the
start. They have not the time, inclination,
or patience to train them. Owing %0 the
big volume of applications we are able to
sort them out and ask our officers to make
inquiries as to the individual and the type
of farm and the salary the boy will receive,
and when the boy does go out we keep in
touch with him as far as possible. I have
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here a voluminous file of letters from boys
who were trained at St. Lucia.

Mr. Searxe$: Do you think it could be
justly said that a boy was sweated if he
Wwere being paid £2 a week?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the boy were getting £2 a week and
his keep, and was not compelled to work
the clock round, and was given proper
time for recreation and proper meal times,
I would say £2 a week and keep—if the
hon. member means that—

Mr. SparxkEs: Of course.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
1 consider that would be an excellent wage
for a boy, provided other things were equal.

Mr. Kexyy: How many hours do you
think would be a reasonable number for
him to be asked to work per day?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member knows one cannot answer
a question in relation to hours; and he is
not going to induce me to enter into an
argument along those lines, Hon. members,
however, must not think that I believe the
average boy golng out to a farm gebses £2
a week. The average boy who goes out, if
he has satisfactory corresponding condltlons
and is not worked under starlight or com-
pelled .to hurry over meals and that sort of
thing, and gets reasonabl: humane treat-
ment———

Mr. SPARKES:
the exception.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That type of employer was the exceptlon
but unfortunately some of that type still

exist, We do not send boys from St. Lucia
to that type of employer if we are aware
of his characteristics. If hon. members will
work it out, the average wage will be found
to he somewhere in the vicinity of 15s. a
week, and allowing 15s. a week as the value
of his keep, the total amounts to 30s. a week.
He has no tram fares to pay. He gets up
on the job and goes to bed on the job;
and he is usually treated as a member of the
farmer’s family. The decent type of farmer
~—and there are many thousands in the State
—sits him down at his own table and treats
him as a member of his own family if he is
a decent fype of lad. That is the usual
e\ppnonce I have had, and I believe that
is the general pr‘wtlce

Mr. Sparxes: Some Government members
do not think so.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Hon. members are entitled to their views.
It is true I do know cases similar to those
referred to by one hon. member, but I am
not going to say that one swallow makes a
suramer, and I am not going to disparage
the average farmer-—who is a decent sort of
a chap—Dbecause there is a scallawag who
alsc is farming. I mean the scallawag who
exploits labour whether it be boy labour or
other labour. It seems to me that the
healthy life of the average farmer, a boy
getting the equivalent of 30s. a week, mot
requiring to dress elaborately, having to pay
no train or tram fares, participating in the
recreations of the family, going to town
quite frequently in the slacker periods, is
more advantageously circumstanced than is
the boy of the city. I believe that if parents
would realise their responsibilities in this
regard and remember that sooner or later
thev would have to part from their boys in

That class of employer is

{31 OcroBrr.]

Supply. 1091

order that the latter may seek employment,
if they would realise the value of an insti-
tution such as that at St. Lucia where boys
are trained in the rudiments of agriculture
and from which they are found jobs with
suitable and satisfactory employers, they
would be less disinclined” to send their boys
into rural pursuits. I would say to parents
that the alternative to sending their boys
into rural pursuits is a life not consecrated
to its full value in the cities of the Common-
wealth. )

The hon. member for Cook made some
reference to development of lands in the
Cooktown area. I wish he would come o
my office and tell me where those lands are
to be found, 1 failed to discover them
durinrg a week’s sojourn in Cooktown,

Mr. Kexny: I will do that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I should be pleased to know. I was unable
to find any real agricultural land.

Mr. XexnNy: They took you out in a motor
car.

‘he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was a hero to travel by motor car on some
of the roads 1 went over.

Mr. Kegxny: Will the hon. gentlecman
tell us something about the Kairi College
whilst he is on this vote?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I will tell the hon. member that later. I
now desire to discuss a very important ques-
tion which has been ventilated on both sides
of the Committee—margarine.

Mr. Maurr: It is a double day to-day.
You are making a marathon effort.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
When hon. members discuss a vote for
three days surely they do not expect me to
reply in an hour! Of course, if the hon.
member does not want to know something
about margarine 1 am quite willing to
refrain from telling him.

Mr. Maner: I am only admiring your
effort !

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Margarine has been the subject of a very
long debate in this Chamber. The hon.
member for West Moreton advocated the
total prohibition of the manufacture or sale
of margarine. During the last Government
there was an opportunity for him to achieve
that end, but it was not taken and there
must have been some reason why the late
Government refused to agree to the request
for the total suppression of the sale of

margarine that was then being made. Hon.
members must not confuse two issues. There
are margarines and margarines.,  One

is the product of animal fat and is quite an
excellent commodity. It contains vitamins
and in fact is fairly palatable and a fairly
good foodstuff.
Mr. MAHER:
with butter,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is in no way comparable with butter, I
will admit, but the food unit value of animal
margarine and the food unit value of butter
are fairly well balanced, that is, if buiter
were ls. 6d. a lb. and good animal mar-
garine 9d. a lb., 2 lb. of that. margarine
would be equal in food value to 1 Ib, of

It is in no way comparable

butter. T have no quarrel with animal
margarine. 1 believe it is essential. Tt
makes a very material contribution to the

Hon. I'. W. Bulcock.]
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welfare of the cattle industry. We ship our
fats overseas and receive a high price for
them. The abattoirs obtain a very good
income from the sale of animal fat suitable
for conversion intc margarine. 1 do not
think anybody is hostile to animal max-

garine, and I certainly would never do any-
thmg ‘that would impede that contribution
that it makes to the wellbeing of the meat
industry. The hon. member in effect asks
"me to chop off the head of the industry.
How many times have the hon. member and
other hon. members in this Parliament told
me that the Government should not interfere
with private enterprise? The fetish of hon.
members opposite seems to be to sustain
private enterprise, no matter what the result
might be. Time after time every hon.
member opposite has preached the doctrine
of the sacredness of private enterprise.

Mr. Kenxy: Quite right, and a
sound doctrine, too.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member for Cock is at variance
with his colleague, the hon. member for
West Moreton, who comes into this Cham-
ber and says, in e!"fect, “ Never mind the
beef cattle men, they do mnot count. I
represent a dazrymg constituency ; therefore
interfere with Drwate enterprise and W}pe
out the margarme industry and all that it
stands for.” I have dealt with the animal
margarine, and I now propose to deal with
the vegetable margarine, which falls under
wo hoadmgs—the margarine manufactured
from the products of Queensland and the
argarine manufactured from oils that are
xmported The hon. member for West
Moreton wants me to wipe out this mar-
gavine, in addition to the animal margarine.
Let me deal first with margarine manufac-
tured from olb produced in Queensland.
The hon. member will admit that the cot-
ton industry has been in a rather parleus
condition for a number of years, The late
Government asked their Secretary for Agri-
culture to investigate the cotion industry,
and I think that, as a result, he recom-
mended that the Government should make
available a sum of £15,000 for the actual
sustenance of the people engaged in ib.
The cotton industry requires all the assist-
ance and all the bolstering up it is possible
to give 1t without exceeding economic
bounds. Last year the cotton industry sold
400 tons of cotton seed oil to the margarine
industry.

Mr. Maurr: Only a mere bagatelle com-
pared with the tonnage of butter.

The BECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The proceeds went into the pockets of the
people engaged in the production of cotton.
The cotton industry is an expanding indus-
try and cotton seed oil has a food value.
Is the hon. member going to suggest that
I shonld wipe out a source of income to the
cotton people, who are in a parlous posi-
tion? .

Mr. Mamer: The greatest good for the
greatest number !

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Would the hon, member preach that doc-
trine if he were representing a cotton consti-
tuency ? He shrugs his shoulders. Evidently
geographical position determines politics in
this Chamber and not the principle of the
greatest good for the greatest number. Now
let me come to the final consideration, that
of vegetable margarine manufactured by a
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precipitation from cocoanut oil, Can we
prevent that? Suppose that I did iatro-
duce legislation designed to prevent that.
What is to prevent the factories engaged in
the manufacture of this type of vegetable
margarine from utlhsmg their Queensland
factories to supply Sydney and ut
Sydney factories to supply Brisbane!
am sure that the hon, member is aware of
section 92 of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion, which provides that there shall be
unrestricted trade between the various States
of the Commonwealth. We could not close
our borders to margarine manufactured in
New South Wales, nor could New South
Wales close its borders to margarine manu-
factured in Queensland. My view
nection with margarine is thiz: If the g
want margarine, if there is a market
margarise, and margarine is sold at its

then the public should be wmled

value,
to the fullest possible protection, and they
should know that they are buymg mat-

garine and not butter.

Mr. Kexvy: How will you fix the -food
value in the price?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the hon. member knew anything about
computing values he would know how L,ashy
rhov are computed. It should not
pol lcy to declare a veandetta against
garine.  We should not endeav
klxnhnte By desirable fo;ms of m

iy abxe forms that have mepu mtJ the
vy, Perhaps the butter industry ifself,
relying on its own resources, may be
to make a very excellent contr
the solution of the problem. It is
that we can go no further than w
gone. There has been no loophole in my
administration of the Margarine Acts. We
cannot deal \vlth the question except on a
Comuonwealth basis. 1f the Commonwealth
are prepared to do something in the matter
then we are prepared to discuss it svith
the other States concerned. Do not hon.
members think. that the butter 1
itself may be able to do something
regard? The butter industry
Vegetable margarines are & dangerous ~ub
stitute for butter, and I agree with that con-
tention, with certain qualihmtlon\ C
vegetable margarines are a dangerous
stitute for butter, and are barren
because we do not know the value of
of the focdstuﬁ\
ment stating, * This margarine is a pa
farly good foodstuff, because its calor
value is so high.” To the housewife uaf
m;ght mean that it has a high food wvalue,
and therefore it deceives her. If this mar-
garine is so injurious to the butter trade,
and if it can be demonstrated that it is
injurious to the butter trade, is it not the
bounden duty of the butter trade to point
out the merits of its commodity, the food
value, and, above all, the vitamins it con-
tains, and thus mﬂuence public opinion in
favour of butter and against margarine?
That would restore the lost prestige of the
butter trade, if any has been lost. The sales
of margarine have not materially affected
the sales of butter. If they have materially
affected the sales of any commodity, it is
dripping. The sales of butter have mmain-
tained a fairly constant average.

Mr. Maugr: Do you think that any blend-
ing of butter with margarine is going on?

foods,
some
I have seen an advertis
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member for West Moreton was a
member of a Government who bequeathed
to me the Margarine Act Amendment Act
to administer. I have not proposed its
repeal. The Act provides a penalty in the
event of blending. I can assure. the hon.
member that quite frequently I press my
button and send one of my senior officers
off to look round the margarine trade. It
never knows when we are descending on it.
Our laboratory is continually making tests
in an endeavour to confine margarine to its
legitimate channels and not allow it to usurp
the place of butter.

Mr. Mauer: Would you legislate to pre-
vent margarine from being manufactured of
a colour similar to the colour of butter?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

That involves another difficulty, a difficulty
which the hon. member should understand.
It is not a question of colouration.

At 4.15 p.m.,
My, GLEpsOX resumed the chair,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE::
Let me outline the process \\hlch two or
three years ago was not known in the mar-
garine trade. It is a recent evolution. When
the ex- Secretary for Agriculture passed his
legislation this ‘method of mak ing margarine
without casein, that is, without skimmed
milk, was unknown. It will be remembered
that the hon. member for Cooroora inserted
a clause in his Bill which provided that

skimmed milk could be added in certain
quantities, indicating, at that time, that
he had some knowledge of the new process

that was coming along. That new process
consists of two materials, Certain_oils ave
taken and treated in a retort, and instead
of skimmed milk being used certain other
oils (which are imported) are used. 'lhm\e
oils will bring abont a precipitation, and in
converting these two classes of oils a mar-
garine of a golden yellow colour is produced.
That is a very diffieult matter to deal with.
The Commonwealth have taken counsel’s
opinion on the matter. ¥on. members will
recollect that at the Premiers’ Conference
the year before last I moved a resclution on
the limes that the hon, member for West
Moreton suggests—that margarine should be
coloured distinetively. T\'my State agreed to
this distinctive colouration of margarine.
The matter was roferred to the Common-
wealth, which, through some process I do not
profess to understand{ found some excise
dhﬁ(‘ul’tles in the way. The colouring of
margarine is not artificially obtained, and
its colour is due to a certain process of
manufacture. That being so, it was held
that no action could follow. I understand
that many States in the Commonwealth are
discussing this matter with the Common-
wealth Government. At the present time
letters are passing between the Common-
wealth Government and myself. I do not
know what the result of these negotiations
will be, but it is quite obvious that I cannot,
and would not at this juncture, introduce
lom:la’non mohlbltlng the manufacture of
margarine in Queensland and thus deprive
zome of our Deopk engaged in the industry
of work. That would also automatically
throw the doors open to the manufacturers
in the South to send their margarine on to
our market. The question is one bristling
with difficulties and has to be considered
cautiously.
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Mr. MaHEr: Have you investigated the
legal question whether we can prohibit the
sale of margarine in this State? .

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
That cannot be done. The hon. member
should look at the lnterpretatlon of section
92 of the Commonwealth Constitution given
in a recent judgment of the High Court
whiclh-goes much “Further than the hon. mem-
ber suspects. What it really does 13 to
affirm the bald principle of section 92 of
the Constitution, that there shall be no
1'e<¢t1‘icti0n of trade between the various

states of the Commonwealth. So far as the
nnphcat}on of the judgment goes, actually
quarantine restrictions have been quest!oned
in relation to that judgment.

Mr. Marer: Could we not legislate that
margavine must not be sold in competition
with butter?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURLE :
Tn the case of margavine from the Southern
States, it is quite obvious that we shot
acting in restraint of trade if we legisiated
in that way. and the person or firm \upplv-
ing the margarine would immediately soek
an injunciion against us. It is no good for
us lavmen endeavouring to solve \’hla prob-
lem. I have had the most experienced coun-
sel in the Commonwealth advising me on
the matter, and T am not nreparod fo seb
their advice on one side and say that I can
“buck ” the Commonwealth Constitu
because that is what the hon.
really azking me to do. Neither he nor I—
neither this Parliament nor our courts
nower to do so.

The Lon. member for Nanango made some
reference to tick control. That is beiug pur-
wued steadily and satisfactorily, and thers is
no reason to believe that the policy laid
down is not giving the result that we dezire

Mr. Wienmont: Have you still got that
wonderful tick couneil?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Does the hon. member mean the Cerirnon-
vealth Tick Council?

AMr. WirzHOLT : Yes.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :

Ves; I am not in any way associated with it.
Mr. Wiesmont: It is worse than the Loan
C'ouncil !

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULT VRE :
1 should not be prepared to say that. When
certain things happen and when the pO> tion
is reversed. that tick council will find money
for Quecnsland, and it may be worth while
Lkeeping a kindly eye on it for that purpose.

The hon. member for Wide Bay raised the
question of the value of science in agricul-
ture, I entirvely agree. and congmmlaw him
on his conversion. The matter of maize
prices which he raises 1s an exceedingly diffi-
cult one, and I think the hon, member for
(‘ook and the hon. member for Fassifern
would perhaps get me out of a long intricate
cconomic argument by saying that the law
of supply and demand is the determining
factor in that regard.

The hon. member for Carnarvon and the
hon. member for Murrumba made reference
to the distribution of veterinary surgeons,
remarking that it was not desirable that
they should be centred in Brisbane. The
limitation imposed by number is the only

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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reason why they have been centred in Bris-
buane ever since there has been a Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Recently, however,
we have decentralised our veterinary sur-
geons, having stationed one in Toowoomba,
and in the near future we intend to station
one at Rockhampton and one at Townsville.

I am glad that the hon. member for Mur-
rumba has raised the question of budding
trees, and I shall relv on his loyalty when
this gquestion is raised, as it is being raised.
I+ has been construed in the Southern States
that I introduced this bud wood scheme in
order to exclude stocks from the South. T
know, as every other hon. member inter-
ested in the fruit industry knows, that stocks
were condemned in Queensland. I got sick
and tired of telling my officers to take pos-
session of stocks; then the firms who had
forwarded the stocks would protest, and, in
order to satisfy myself, I would have the
stocks brought to Brisbane. At times I have
secn my office littered with stocks that one
would not plant, and it did become neces-
sary to proteect the grower. On the one
hand, we knew the prices being charged for
these stocks did not indicate that they were
stocks from selected trees. In other words,
undesirable stocks were being dumped here
The man who embarks on the founding of
an orchard waits six or seven years before
he knows definitely what trees he has. Think
of thie unscrupulous nurserymen who would
condemn an unfortunate man to six or seven
vears of incessant toil, only to find at the
ond of that time that he had been sold trees
that had not been budded from a free-
beuring prolific forebear. These consequences
were experienced in many instances through-
out Queensland.

We have to protect our fruitgrowers. To
protect our fruit culture Mr. Barvnes evolved
a scheme and to him must be given the
credit for enunciating the most advanced
budding scheme in existence in Australia.
1 sent Mr. Barnes to the other States to tell
them what they wanted to know. At a later
date the Ministers for Agriculture in the
other States raised the question in confer-
cuce and I again had to tell them myself
what the position was. Our scheme does
not aim at the exclusion of satisfactory
stocks from the South, but it does aim at
the preservation of the standard we are
setting in Queensland, and we cannot agree
to depart from that standard at the behest
of merchants and others in the Southern cities
of the Commonwealth. I think that is the
position and I hope the hon. member wiil
stand behind the scheme and point out to
those people that this scheme is omne that
probably means the preservation of many
of our citrus producers in our State.

My, NICKLIN interjected.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

The fruitgrowers are realising it now. The
fruitgrowers are not opposed to it when they
know what it means. When I first intro-
duced the scheme, the Director of Fruit
Culture on many occasions came to my room
and discussed the matter with me and he
was a bit doubtful about the reception it
was getting and would get. That indicates
the value of the educative process and the
progress that can be made in an advocacy
of something that is essentially worth while
in the primary industries of our State.

The hon. member also raised the question
of tlie Mandarin Growers Relief Bill passed

{Hon. ¥'. W. Bulcock.
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in the Federal Parliament. I was sufficiently
icterested to send for a copy of the Act
referred to. It is the shortest I have seen.
I wish this Chamber passed measures like
it. The governing condition is that Queens-
land gets £935 as against £8,515 for New
South Wales, and Western Australia gets
£126! The clause upon which we depend
for distribution is as follows:—

“Any money granted to a State under
this Act shall be so granted upon condi-
tion that it is applied by the State for
the benefit and assistance of growers of
mandarins.”

That is a very broad charter. I should be
happy if the hon. member would discuss
the matter with me in my office. I think
it is a very small sum but it may reason-
ably be used in a desirable direction. The
hon. member’s suggestion as to the way in
which it may be used is perhaps not the
hest. A bounty has been miade nevessary
owing to excess production. They are talk-
ing about destroying the trees in the South.
Does the hon. member suggest we should
use the money, which I believe has been
made available to assist the people who do
not get a satisfactory iIncome, so that at
come future time they may have a satis-
factory income? The question I would
have to raise with the Commonwealth
(Giovernment would be in regard to whether
this money is to be used for some prospec-
tive achievement or whether it was to be
used for the immediate alleviation of cases
of distress.

Mr. Nicxrix: The position of the man-
darin growepr in the Southern States is
different from his fellow in Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is a matter I will discuss with the
Commonwealth Government.

The hon. member for Hamilton raised the
question, amongst others, of the restrictior
of bountics. He said the peanut growers
were satisfied with the protection they were
getting. On the other hand I recall what
the hon. member for Rockhampton said, and
T agree that they are not satisfied with the
protection they are getting. I can quote
instances of where peanuts have been
dumped on wharves in the various capital
cities in the Commonwealth at £12 5. a
ton, which means less than 4d. a lb. to the
unfortunate Chinese growers. Our growers
find it mest difficult to compete with these
importations, and the prevention of dumping
is obviously necessary.

Mr. Epwarps: You should be fair and
admit, as the hon. member. for Rockhamp-
ton admitted, that much of those peanuts
were brought in by the Peanut Board.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am prepared to admit that. 1 admitted
that by wav of interjection to the hon.
member for Hamilton. I will tell the Com-
mittee the facts. At my suggestion the
Peanut Board asked that they should control
the importation of peanuts, In the early
stages it did control the importation of
peanuts, but something went agley and it
did not continue to exercise that control.

Mr, Kexyy: It asked for the importation.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
It asked for the importation of 200 tons.

The final question that I desire to deal
with is that which was raised repeatedly
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during this debate. Our progress in the
chilled beef industry is going to be limited
by the Imperial Government. There is no
doubt that therc is an atmosphere of uncer-
tainty in the minds of cattle growers at
the present time. That can be seen every-
where. We know we shall be able to have
continuity of supplies. We do not require
visitors to tell us that we can get continuity
of supplies—that is obvious—but cattle-
growers generally at the present juncture
are not prepared to acquire the stock that
will give us this continuity of supplies, the
quick maturing of the early yearling carcass,
and until we reccive a definite pronounce-
ment we are handicapped in that direction.
T think some tribute should be paid to the

people who pioneered this industry. At
one time it was a mere vision. Later we
were told we could not do it. Continuously

it was said that it could not be done. Drs.
White and Vickery were detailed to do
special research work, and after a number
of investigations they finally decided that
it could be dene. Tt is being done, and
only this morning I received a report on
the last shipment that reached London, and
that report indicates that the meat sold at
prices  comparable  with Argentine and
Brazilian prices. It is a very excellent
tribute to our Australian people, who have
been engaged in this research work, that
they were able to evolve this process when
other countries, secing the failure of frozen
meat, have evacuated the citadel and left
us to our own resources. We have to-day
pioneered an indusiry that is worthy of con-
sideration.  That industry in Australia is
associated with experimental work in stock
feeding and in fact with cvery phase of
agriculture; from the time the calf is
dropped in  the Gulf countrs till it is
brought to the pastures here for fattening
purposes, passes to the abattoir and so to
the foreign consumer. We have given special
attention, in association with the abattoirs
managemert, to this question.

Mr. Epwarps: Yet you condemned it.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I never condemned that.

Mr. Epwiarps: Of course vou did.
vour speech.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member says I condemned it. That
seems to be very specious. Will the hon.
member turn up my condemnation? Let
me recall to mind what I did do in regard
to these abattoirs. I think if I were con-
fronted with the same position to-day I
should male exactly the same remarks and
cast my vote in precisely the same direction.
Let us recall what I did say. T said. in
the first place, that I believed that abattoirs
should be a municipal undertaking. I said
I believed in the establishment of abaitoirs
in the way that abattoirs were established
in other big cities of the world. under muni-
cipal control. I visualised this—that we
piedged the credit %f the State to acquire
those abattoirs.

An OprositioNy MEMBER: In the interests of
the State.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member says ‘“in the interests of
the State”” Allow me to put the other
equation.  Suppose the abattoirs were a
failure—there were people in the State who
would never eat meat treated in the abattoirs
—was it not, therefore, obvious that a charge

Read

[31 OcroBER.]

Supply. 1095

was being inflicted on people who would
gain no benefit from it? And I believe
that the people who gain a benefit from a
thing should make a contribution to it.

Myr. KENNY: Do they not?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Therefore, I still maintain that the abattoirs
should have been a municipal enterprise,
but I am not narrow-minded cnough to
refuse to give credit to the abattoirs for
the very excellent work they have done. I
say, and I have said in publie, that the
abattoirs made the most material contribu-
tion to the wellbeing of the meat industry
of Queensland of any single unit of organisa-
tion that has ever functioned in Queensiand,
hut they would have made that contriburion
had they been on a municipal basis instead
of on the basis on which they are at the
present time.

Mr. Kenny: No, they would not.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Would they not function in precisely the
same wai T  And the undue risk inflicted
on the people would have been aveided.
The day is not very far distant when claims
for other abattoirs will be put forward and
we shall have to consider the question de
novo. Hon, members know, and have always
known, in spite of what they may =ay to
the contrary, that my opposition to the
abattoirs was not opposition to abattoirs as
abattoirs, but was an opposzition to the finan-
cial policy that the Governruent adopted for
the acquisition of these works. Now. I
would ask the hon. member who interjected
to turn un my speeches in  Hansard ” on
this question.

Mr. Maxweirn: The policy outlined was
for the continuance of a supply of mcat free
from  disease.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURIS:
That is true, and that is their justification
from my vicewpoint. The main function of
ahattoirs is to sccure an adequate diseasc-
free meat supply. That is why I advocated
the establishment of abattoirs long before
they weve acquired by the Moore Govern-
ment,

There is just one other question that I
shou'd like to touch upon, and I am sorry
that the hon. member for Dalby is not in
the Chamber just at the moment. He made
reference to two or three bulls that were
imported and died at Yeerongpilly., He also
said that the present management was less
efficient than the past management.

Mr. Moorg: We are not allowed to dis-
cuss that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURI:
I think it is unfair that a statement in
condemnation of one of my valued officers
should go out to the people of the State
without my being given an opportunity to
state the facts. I do not ask for an oppor-
tunity to discuss the matter. This man 1s
a verr valued officer of mine, a man who
is doing very good work in this State. The
hon. member for Dalby said that the cattle
mortality had increased very considerably
during the time that this person, Mr. Rudd,
was in charge. I rang up Mr. Rudd, and
asked him to give me the mortality figures
for the final year under Mr. Pound’s control.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The Minister will not be in order in dis-
cussing that matter on this vote. It can be
dealt with on another vote.

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am sorry that I am not allowed to dis-
cuss the matter. I do not wish to challenge
vour ruling, Mr. King, but it is unfor-
tunate that the hon. member for Dalby
should be prepared to make statements in
this Chamber that disparage the work of
this valued officer. I have in the file in
my hand a complete answer to all the state-
ments that he made.

Mr. Moogre: Can you understand why he
reported that the bull was doing well after
it had been dead for two days?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Who did that?

Mr. Moore: Your officer.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

That is not so.
Mr. Moore: That is so.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
That is not so, and the hon. member knows
that it is not so. I have with me all the
reports on the matter, and that report does
not appear on the file. If the bull was
reported as doing very well two days after
it was dead——

Mr. SPARKES :
(Laughter.}

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
1f it was reported as doing very well two
days before it was dead, then it probably
was doing very well two days before.

Mr, SPARKES :
ance companies
there now?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
If I were permitted I could tell the hon.
mewmber the rotten story that lies behind
that, and the coercion on the part of cer-
tain people who endeavoured to induce me
to do something that was wrong.

It was dead two days before.

Do you know that the insur-
will not insure the bulls

Air. Sparkes: Give me a chance—

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 will give the hon. member a chance, and
I will also tell him that certain people
wanted me to do something that was
improper and wrong, and that was the whole
difficuity.

Mr. Sparkes: They won't take the risk.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

If I caunot discuss it, then I cannot discuss
it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I cannot permit the debate to develop into
a dialogue. Hon. members are becoming
altogether too unruly. I have already ruled
thas the matter cannot be discussed on this
vote, and any interjections concerning the
QubJect are also out of order.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I very much appreciate the high opinions
that have been expressed by hon. members
concerning the officers of my department.
I express the hope that the department will
continue to function in the way that it has
Functioned—

Mr. SPARKES:
men !

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
And that it will continue to make the excel-
fent contributions that it is making to the
welfare of the agriculturists of this State.

Ho~NOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock.

Then God help the cattle-
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Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) [4.40 p.m.]:
Gledson——

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. SWAYNE: Mr. Gledson, I inquired
of your predecessor in the chair what time
I had left, and he said that I had eight
minutes to go.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted his time,
according to the time record book.

Item (Department of Agriculture—Chief
Gffice) agreed to.

CHEMICAL LABORATORY.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. ¥. W. Bulcock, Burcoo) [4.41 p.m.]:
1 move—

“ That £5,847 be
¢ Chemical Laboratory.”

The amount asked for this year is £504 in
excess of the appropriation last year, the
whole of the increase being on account of
salarics.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [4.42 p.m.]:
There is one point in connection with the
Chemical Laboratory, I should like made
platn. I do not know whether there is any
co-ordination between the soil surveyor who
was appointed some years ago and the Chemi-
cal Laboratory. The soil surveyor was
appomted by the late Government through
the Waite Institute. At that time we thought
a soil survey was a very good proposition,
particularly in connection with soils that
had become more or less used. We also
recognised that a soil surveyor should be
able to report from time to time through
the ** Queensland Agricultural Journal”’
upon new land, in order to let farmers
know what this land could grow. It was
alzo thought that the soil surveyor could be
utilizsed by farmers who had doubts as to
the possibilities of their soils for production
of certain crops. Is there any co-ordination
between that departmental officer and the
Chemical Laboratory, whereby assays and
analyses of various soils can be made with
a view to sceing exactly what can be done
with therm ? T do not know whether the idea
is a practical one or not, but I believe it
would be, considering that the department
has greater accommeodation. The chemical
branch, especially in the early days, was
uampod for room. The work of that branch
requires close attention not only in the day-
tinie, but alsé at night-time, in order to
ensurc that certain methods are continued.
The Chemical Laboratory is under a very
able officer, and the Minister might inform
me whether these services to the farmer
can be_ carried out, and at what cost. Is
it possible that these services can be obtained
almost free? At the present time the farmers
are doing an enormous amount of experi-
mental work of their osvn, and cannot afford
to payv £1 1s. or 82 2s. for soil analyses.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Ilon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [4.45 p.m.]:
Two officers-are envaged in the soil survey
work—Mr. King, to whom the hon. member
has referred, and Mr., Carter. Both these
officets are now engaged in soil survey work,
a large proportion of the chemical side of
that work being done in the Chemical
Taboratory, Brisbane. Mr. King las been

granted  for
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stationed at Bundaberg for some time, and
a fair share of his soil analysis is done in
the laboratory at Bundaberg. This work
does not entail any cost to the farmer and
there is close co-ordination between the
Chemical Laboratory and the other officers
of the department.

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumbae) [4.46 p.m.]:
The methods of testing lime-sulphur spray
by the department is not one that shows the
true efficacy of the spray. The year before
iast considerable difficulty was experienced
by orchardists in my district because the
departmental tests gave one result, and the
practical tests showed that the spray involved
was of no value whatever. I suggest that
instead of testing the lime-sulphur spray on
the Baume principle the percentage of sul-
phur in it be utilised as the standard. With
the Baumec test salt can casily be used to
increase the gravity of the spray solution,
whereas if the sulphur content were made
the standard the growers would be assured
that the spray they used would do the job
effectively.

Item (Chemical Laboratory) agreed to.

COTTONX INDUSTRY.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE
(Hon. ¥. W. Bulecock, Barcoo): I move—

“ That £8,472 be granted for ‘ Cotton
Industry.”

Mr. FOLEY (Normanbdy) [4.47 p.m.]: 1
with to take the opportunity on this vote
to pay a compliment to the officers in charge
of this sub-department. The amount of work,
particularly field work, performed by these
officers no doubt tends to increase the re-
muneration of the cotton-grower in the
future. Although I have not visited the
Bilocla Experimental Station, I have heard
very pleasing reports of the authorities in
charge and have also read some rather
interesting reports of farmers who have
visited that research station and taken advan-
tuge of the advice given by the management,
not only in regard to cotton culture but also
in reference to the cultivation of grasses
suitable for that district.

The cotton industry, particularly in the
Dawson Valley, Callide Valley, and Burnetf
districts, has assumed very large proportions,
and, notwithstanding the setback it received
as a result of a succession of bad seasons
which tested the average farmer almost to
the limit of his patience, the industry has
come to stay in those districts. Assistance
iz being rendered by the Government in the
form of farmers’ relief, and there 1s no
question that with one or two favourable
seasons, plus the assisbance that is being
rendered by the Director of Cotton Culture
and his ficld officers, considerable benefit
will be achieved. New varieties of cotton
have been introduced. It is most interesting

to read the articles contributed by the
Director of Cotton Culture, Mr. Wells,
published in the ¢ Central Telegraph.”

which circulates in the Callide Valley. XNo
doubt similar information is circulating in
the Dawson Valley and Burnett districts.
Certain it is that if these articles are studied
by the average farmer they will go a long
way towards helping him to become more
successful in the cultivation of cotton in
future.

T have already mentioned the difficulties
of the cotton-grower, but no doubt as time
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goes on, with some assistance from the
Commonwealth authorities in regard to

imported yarns that compete with Queens-

land cotton products, the industry will
hecome stabilised. I have no desire to
raise the political issue on this matter,

which is one of immense importance to
Quecnsland, and particularly to those who
have expended all their savings and a con-
siderable amount of labour in developing
the industry, but it is a hardship on these
people that the Commonwealth Government
should have tinkered with the policy insti-
tuted by the Scullin Government, which had
the effect of practically guaranteeing a price
to the whole of the cotton crop of Queens-
land. The interference with the Scullin
CGovernment’s policy in this matter created
a panic in the cotton areas, and undermined
the confidence of those who were trying to
develop the industry successfully.

To-day we have to export much of our
cotton overscas, whereas previously we had
a definite guavantec of a price per lb. for
raw cotton that was profitable to the farmer
aund cnabled him to pay a satisfactory wage
to the cotton-picker. Immediately the new
policy was laid down by the Lyons Govern-
ment what do we find? Confidence under-
mined and panic reigning in the cotton-
growing districts, and it was not until con-
siderable agitation was raised by the cotton-
growers themselves that some modification
of that pclicy took place, resulting in a
little improvement in conditions. Even
to-day the price the average cotton-grower is
receiving through the Cotton Board is not
cquivalent to what he was receiving as a
result of the policy adopted by the Scullin
(Government. It 18 to be hoped that the
authorities will take a more sympathetic
view and give consideration to the stabilis-
ing of this industry, or, at least, assist it
to such an extent as will allow the farmers
the stable price of somewhere about 5d. a lb.
for raw sced cotton, and thus enable them
1o give the workers engaged in that indus-
try fair remuneration in addition to enjoy-
ing some degree of security themselves, To
a certain extent it would be a form of sub-
sidv; but we are subsidising many other
industries, and have done so previously. in
order to enable them to get on their feet,
and the least we can do is to assist this
industry to become well established. Take
the Callide Valley area as an illustration.
In that district the settlers had not a fair
opportunity to become established, The low
rrice, combined with bad seasons, meant pri-
vation, not only to the farmers and their
children, but everyone concerned in the
industry. I feel confident that with sympa-
thetic consideration by the Federal authori-
ties, combined with the splendid work that
is being done by the men in charge of the
development of the cotton industry in this
State under the Department of Agriculture,
we shall have very little to fear in regard
to this industry in the future.

Mr, WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [4.58 p.n.]:
The hon, member for Gympie, when speak-
ing on the Chief Office vote, remarked that
the industry was not progressing as one
would like to see it progress. The hon.
member is apparently not aware of the
actual facts, because the industry is an
expanding one. When speaking on the Chief
Office vote I mentioned the fact that the
cutput of cotton at the close of the present
scason was likely to be in the vicinity of

My, Willigms.]
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20.090 bales, representing a return to the
grower and those associated with the by-
products of that industry of something like
£632,600. Those figures are slightly astray.
T undevstand the output is ]11\61V to be some-
where near 18,000 bales, and the value will
thus be lower than the amount I stated.
The prospects in the cotton industry this
season are much. brighter than they have
been of recent years. Up to the present the
applications for seed compave favourably
with those received at this time last season.
A quantity of seed sufficient to grow 72,000
acres was applied for last year.

On looking at the vote I find the field
assiztants have been reduced by two, and
the instructors in cotton culture increased
bv one. 1 should like to see the staff
increased as much as possible in that sphere
of operations, in the interests of the indus-
tzy. particularly in view of the fact that
the prospects during the coming season are
so bright. An extra field expert to advise
the cotton-growers in the State might be
helpful.

I should like also to sec the term of the
relief grant extended., It should be longer
than twelve months. At the present time
the grant has to be returned at the end
of molve months, and an extension of time
would be of great assistance to the grower
himself and te his creditors, on whom he
has to rely during the period that the crop
is growing. I agree with the views put for-
ward by “the hon. member for Normanby,
whose electorate adjoins mine. Our dl%trlcts
are the ones in which most of the cotton is
grown, The authorities concerned might
reasonab]} be expected to give as much
assistance as possible so that the industry
could be stabilised and the growers placed
on a better footing than they are at the
present time,

Mr. KENNY (Cook)
very interested to hear the remarks of the
hon. member for Port Curtis. I recoghise
the cotton industry has a future in Queens-
land. When speaking on the Chief Office
vote I suggested that experimental work
should be undertaken in the Marceba dis-
trict with the view to finding another crop
that could be grown in conjunction with
tobacco.  The Minister has not replied to
my suggestion, and thercfore I again draw
attention to the matter. I rcalise that if
that part of Queensland i+ to be developed
another primary industry must he developed
with tobacco growing. Cotton appears to
me to be a fitting subject for experimenta-
tion in that district. I consider that the
hon. member for Port Curtis put forward
sonie very good suggestions, but I desire
to zmd another-—the abolition of the rural
award in the cotton industry. I do not for
onc instant consider that the award operat-
ing to-day is functioning in the intcrests
of the cotton grower, and I would certainly
abolish that award. If we want to develop
our voung industries we have to protect the
people in those industries. The cotton indus-
trv is one that can be developed, but it
will certainly not progress under the rural
award at present operating. I should have
liked the hon. member for Port Curtis to
male that suggestion, because I realise it
is one of the most vital things operating
to-day to the detriment of the cotton grower.
I should also like the Minister to express
his views on this phase of the question. I
understand that many people would grow

[Mr. Williams.
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cotton in many parts of the State if they
were assured they would not be brought

under the rural award operating in that
industry—the harvesting award.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order

The hon. member is not in order in discuss
ing industrial awards under this vote.

Mr., KENNY: Mr. Gledson, I recognise
the industrial award does not come under
this vote, but the cotton growers have to
put up with the award, and while we are
seeking to develop cotton in this State and
an award 1s operating in the districts
affected by that industry I think I am justi-
fied in pointing it out to the Minister. I
should like to have the viewpoint of the
Minister on the effect of the award in this
industry.  If the Minister can say quite
definitely that the award will not be con-
tinucd for ever or for a long period, then
we could hold out encouragement to the
people to go ahead.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
That matter comes under the vote for the
Uepartment of Labour and Industry. The
Istimates of that department will supply
an opportunity for the hon. member to dis-
cuss it.

Mr. KENNY: I take it that if I am
allowed to talk on the cotton industry any-
thing detrimental to that industry may be
discussed. However, 1 have raised my point,
and I do not wish to come in conflict with
vour ruling, and I realise the Minister
knows exactly what I mean, and the informa-

tion I desire. ,

Me. WALKER (Cooroora) [6.5 p.m.]: In
cunnection with cotton growing, I would
point out that some years ago, when the
Scullin Government were in power, I as
Secretary for Agriculture, with Mr. Webster,
the present manager of the Queensland

Cotton Board, negotiated with the Common-
wealth Government and a bounty system
was established.  For the benefit of those
hon. members who spoke on this system I
should like to say that the agreement en-
tered into expires during the present year.
The cotton grower has never been on a
better footing than at the present time. Con-
sidering the hardships encountered by the
cofton growers in the Callide Valley and
clsewhere, however, I think that a little
more assistance might be extended to the
growers, I am sure that the people of
Australia would not object to paying an
o\tm 6d. a shirt or any other garment so
¢ to assist them to establish a virile popula-
tion in varvious parts of the State. It is
only fair to point out that at the present
time the cotton growers are -enjoying a
wonderful season, the best season they have
experienced for a number of years., and that
they are also reaping the benefit of the
ceonomies following upon the acquisition of
the ginneries by the Cotton Board during
the rvegime of the Moore (Governmient. It
is enly fair also to point out that the net
price to the grower has perhaps been in-
creased by the manufacture of such by-
nroduects as eotton seed 1meal and cotfon
sced oil. I am satisfied that the net return
to the grower would be reduced if these
secondary industries ceased to operate.

During my time as Secretary for Agricul-
ture I had to rely upon the advice of my
officers regarding the varicties of cotton
suitable for production in this State. I
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am not unmindful of the fact that these
varieties were subject to very severe tests,
and that even after the use of sulphuric acid
it was possible for certain plant diseases
to be introduced. I should like to know
from the Minister if any diseases have been
introduced with the new staple wvariety.
Of course I realise that diseases will break
out from time to time and that it is the
duty of the department to isolate them.
There is a great difference of opinion
between the growers and the officers of the
department as to whether the shorter staple
should be produced. I should like to know
the result of the tests so far carried out and
in particular whether the Durango type is
still the fashionable type.

I notice that the staff has been reduced by
one officer. If my memory serves me right
I believe that during my time a pathologist
was appointed to assist the growers to com-
bat various plant diseases and I feel bound
to state that the work carried out at the
experiment farm at Biloela was carried out
in an excellent manner. I am satisfied that
from the point of view of cleanliness, economy,
and efficient supervision this farm could not
be equalled by any other farm in the State.
The work that has been carricd out has
been of considerable benefit to the cotton
industry. I should like to know from the
Minister what has been the result of the
experiment, and in particular whether anv
dangerous diseases have been introduced
with new types.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [5.9 p.m.]}:
The experiment work suggested by the hon.
member for Cook in the Mareeba and Dim-
bulah arecas has been in operation for the
past twelve months and an extensive series
of new trials has been arranged for this
vear. We do intend to pursue a vigorous
policy of cotton experimental work in the
areas in which the hon. member is interested.
He knows as well as I do that the Standing
Orders will not permit me to discuss the
incidence of the rural award on this vote.
I hope that I can disabuse his mind of
any conclusion that he max have that this
award will be lifted from the industry.

Mr. KENNY: It will be continued?
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:

Of course it will be continued. The hon.
member for Cooroora has raised some more
important questions. He desires to know
what happened when we imported certain
varicties of cotton. The position is that
fashions have altered and that long staple
cotton is no longer fashionable. The spinners
were demanding medium staple cotton and
the growers were demanding the big boll
tvpe.  The department did ewcollent work
in the evolution of the varieties, but its
operations were not extensive enough nor
had there been time to enable it to provide
standardised varietics on a commercial plane.
The Durango type was the fashionable cotton
in the past, but as the ex-Secretary for Agri-
culture knows we encountered quite a lot of
difficulty when the spinners said that they
wanted a short staple variety. Rather than
allow the spinners to complain to the Com-
monwealth Government that the Queensland
cotton industry could not supply them with
proper varieties of cotton, I made arrange-
ments for the importation of such varieties
as Mebane, Lone Star, and Cliett—satisfac-
tory medium staple varieties—from America.
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We imported several tons of seeds of these
varieties and distributed them under quaran-
tine conditions throughout the most appro-
priate parts of the State. 1 am glad to
be able to say that during the last planting
season we were able to release this seed
from quarantine and embark on a most
extensive policy in that connection. The
vields have been satisfactory. The cotton
has met the requirements of the cotton
trade and has excited favourable coummcont.
There has been a great deal of con-
dennation  of the longer staple varie-
ties, in favour of the Mebane, Cliett, and
Lone Star varieties, which are being grown
at the present time. Mr. Wells, who had
charge of the importation of these seeds,
made special arrangements and special pre-
cautions were taken. The seed was purchased
from stud blocks in the United States of
America. We got the very excellent co-
operation of the Department of Agriculture
of the United States Government, but
it was like a game of chess to get the
seeds out of the various States. Some States
would not allow sced from one State where
one particular disease existed to be carried
through their territory. One State ordained
it should be triple-bagged. while another
State required the seed to travel along one
road only. We practically had to ratl the
seed in a zig-zag fashion all round America
befors it could be got to a Qatlsfactozv port.
We did it, and imported several tons on
two occasions, That seed was duly treated
in the way it should be treated with alcohol
and sulphuric acid, and planted out in
quarantine, The result was there was no
sign of disease being introduced, or any
new difficulties, and we certainly did succeed
in giving the spinner the type of cotton
he was clamouring for.

1 take this opportunity in saying that the
cotton staff have done excellent work in
selecting the varieties required, making
almn"empnts for their transfer to Queens-
land. and subsequently superintending the
guarantine operations. All these steps were
:o thoroughly taken that no discase mant-
fested itself in this State.

Item (Cotton Industry) agreed tfo.

DAIRY PRODUCE ACT.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(Ton. ¥. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) I move—
That £17,238 be granted for ° Dairy
Produce Act.””
Mr. WALKER (Cooroore) [5.15 p.m.]:

The appropriation provides for one additional
inspector. I do not think that appointment
was nccessary. When I was in charge of
the department arrangements were being
made whereby dairy inspectors should also
do the duty of inspecting piggeries on dairy
farms. That was with a view of cleaning
up that side of the dairying. Is that bmng
caried out? The cleaning up of piggeries
attached to dairy farms would be beneficial
to the industry. To-day I visit places which
at times are far from nice. Rxpensive build-
ings are not required to keep pigs clean.

Tnc piggery and yards can be (’onstlumcd
out of bush tlmbel but it is a question of
keeping the piggery clean with a view to
climinating discase. Most piggeries are kept
about 100 yards from the dalrv although the
Act says the distance must not  be less
than 50 yards. Clean piggeries reduce the
possibility of any disease arising in the

Myr. Walker.]
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dairy. Many of the duties of inspecting
dairy farms can be carried out by one
inspector.  There is no occasion for two
or three men to be engaged on inspectorial
work on one farm. It can be done more
efficiently and more economically by one man.
I am sorry to see the increase provided for,
as thore 15 no occasion for it. The roads
ate now so good that travelling can be
accelerated.  Most of the inspectors are pro-
vided with motor cars and get accommoda-
tion at the farms in the country. It would
greatly facilitate inspection and lead to
economy if all the inspection work on a
farm was delegated to one man. Some check
should be made on the actual work of these
inspectors to ensure that they actually visit
the places that should be inspected.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Burcoo) [5.18 p.m.]: It
has been my policy as far as possible to
amalgamate duties in the way suggested by
the hon. member for Cooroora. At one time
a slaughtering inspector was a slaughtering
inspector, a dairy inspector was only 2
dairying inspector, and a stock inspector
carried out only th~ duties of his position,
0 that these inspectors might be criss-
crossing the same territory. each carrying
out his individual work. ~During the last
few vears we have amalgamated these duties
so that one inspector in a given district is
discharging all the duties required, result-
ing in ecfficiency in inspection and economy
in administration.

The hon. member made some reference
to the inspection of piggeries. The satis-
factory inspection of piggeries was not

possible until the Pig Industry Act was
passed last year. Following on the passage
of that Act dairying inspectors are required
to associate themselves with the pig industry,
the latter being an adjunet to the other
industry.  That work is proceeding very
sfactorily indeed.

The hon. member made some reference
to an increase in the number of the inspec-
tion staff. No doubt his experience is quite
the same as my own. Every dairying district
m Queensland wants an inspector, and the
department is literally besieged with requests.
Last time I visited the hon. member’s elec-
forate—I think the hon. member was with
me—1 had a deputation at Nambour asking
that we appoint an inspector there. That
watter is still under consideration. With
the expansion of the dairying industry it
becomes necessary at  times to realign
dustricts and make further appointments. 1
can  assure the hon. member that these
appomitments are only made when it is
absolutely mnecessary. "I believe the best
interests of the dairying industry would be
served if we could appoint more men, not
to wotoas inspectors only, but as guides.
philosophers, and friends, to help the
farmers in the difficult pathological ques-
tions that confront them from time to time.

Ttem (Dairy Produce Act) agreed to.

SLAUGHTERING ACT.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Buleock, Barcoo) [5.20 p.m.]:
I move—

“ That £12,466 be granted for ‘ Slaugh-
tering Act.’
Twenty-seven officers were provided for
last vear; twenty-nine officers are being pro-
vided for this year, the “additional two

[ Mr. Walker,
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officers having been officers of the depart-
ment for several months past. The Common-
wealth Dairy Produce Export Act and our
own Acts require that meat shall be inspected
in the factory. Hon. members know that
with the opening of the Doughboy factory it
became necessary to comply with both Acts
and to appoint inspectors to supervise the
killing at Doughboy.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilla) [5.21
p.m: Could we not reduce the number of
inspectors if we had legislation to provide
that meat for overseas consumption need
be inspected only by the Commonwealthi
authorities? The hon. gentleman said it
was necessary to appoint two inspectors at
Doughboy owing to the fact that the State
must also inspect the meat in the same way
as the Commonwealth does.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We are
doing the inspection for the Commonwealth
at Doughboy and the Commonwealth is
doing the inspection for us at the abattoir.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It seemed
to be silly to have two sets of officers doing
the same work.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We had
until two years ago.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: What we
want to do more than anything else is to
reduce overhead costs as much as’ possible
so that people engaged in the breeding of
cattle for export will get any benefit that
is to be had, and that money will not be
expended largely in working expenses,

I draw the Minister’s attention to the
most ursatisfactory conditions existing at
the abattoirs. They are not the fault of
the Meat Industry Board. Last Monday
week 1,500 cattle were varded and slaughtered
and on Thursday 3.500 cattle were placed in
the vard for subsequent slaughter, Owing
to the fact that there is limited accommo-
dation, we find the number of cattle sold
at {he slaughter-yards for slaughtering pur-
poses

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member will not be in order in
discussing the abattoirs on this vote.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It seems fo
me ths Minister is not satisfied with being
Minister in charge of these Istimates, but
he also wishes to be Chairman of Commit-
tees as well.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I followed the argument of the hon. member
for Murilla until I satisfied myself that he
was dealing solely with the question of the
abaftoirs.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: T resent any
tnterference by the Minister with the Chair-
man of Committees. What I was going to
refer to was a matter of great importance
from the point of view of the stockowners
in this State. I was about to point out to
vou, Mr. Gled=on, to this Committee, and
to the people generally, that cattle are kept
starving for cight days before they are
staughtered. Cattle that were brought to
the yvards last Thursday will not be slaugh-
tered until next Friday, and in the mean-
time they are kept in small paddocks with-
out food, and the result will be the meat
will be considerably affected and a greater
proporiion of 1t will be condemned than
otherwize would be the case. I desire to
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draw the Minister's attention to the experi-
ence of inspectors in regard to the prejudicial
effect on beef caused through confinement in
small yards without feed for days. Certain
men are appointed for the purpose of inspect-
ing the slaughtering of stock at the abat-
toirs, and I want to know whether the yards
are of such dimensions that the meat cannot
be treated within one or two days rather
than that these cattle should starve for eight
days in small yards where there is no food
but only water. Some of the cattle sold
last Thursday will not be slaughtered until
next Friday, which demonstrates there is no
organisation in regard to the number of
caltle that are yarded.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member is getting away from the
subject under discussion.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Surely the
inspectors should have something to say as
to whether the cattle are humanely treated
or not! Surely their duty should not com-
mence and end at the time of slaughtering !
I am sorry that the Standing Orders will
net permit my saying what I would like to
say. It was my intention to give the Minis-
ter some information that would be bene-
ficial to his department and to the people
whorn I believe he is honestly endeavouring
to help in this State—the cattle-owners.
They are not getting a fair deal and are
being robbed right and left, Everybody has
control of the cattle with the cxception of
the cattle-owners themselves.

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER:
being robbed ?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: They are
boing robbed right and left, because there
18 such a trust cxisting at present that the
reopic sending the cattle down are not get-
ting a fair deal.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The question under discussion is the inspec-
tion of meat slaughtered for human con-
sumption.

Mr. GODFREY BMORGAN: A meeting
was held last Monday with the object of
tryiug to bring about better conditions with
vegard to the slaughter of cattle and sheep
al the meatworks,  All parties were repre-
serted with the exception of the owners of
sheep and cattle. The TUnited Graziers'
Association and the Cattle Growers’ Associa-
tion did not receive invitations to attend the
mecting.

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICTULTURE :
meeting ?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The meeting
which was called last Monday by the Meat
Industry Board.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order !
The hon. member must confine his remarks
to the vote under discussion.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I will have
to abide by your ruling, Mr. Gledson. This
matter is of such importance that I should
like the opportunity of having a general
discussion on it, and I hope the Minister
will assist to that end. I feel that the Minis-
ter is out to assist the industry in every
way possible, and there is something that
needs altering in regard to the marketing
of cattle at the abattoirs.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order !
The hon. member will have an opportunity

How are they

What
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of discussing that matter when the resolu-
tions are under consideration.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: You should
know as well as I do, Mr. Gledson, that we
shall never get to them. I have had a long
experience in these matters, and when a
Chairman tells me I can deal with a ques-
tion on another vote, I know I cannot. I
have said sufficient to open the eyes of the
Minister. I hope he will endeavour to bring
about a better condition of affairs.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [5.30
p.m.]: There is one matter on which I desire
to speak. I refer to the slaughtering of
young calves for human consumption. I
do not think that the meat from young
calves is really wholesome, but be that as
it may, these young beasts are consigned to
the abattoirs, and they have to travel long
distances in the train. Days elapse between
the consigning and the killing of them.
They arrive in a starved and shocking con-
dition, and cannot be wholesome meat.
They are detrained, and sometimes have
to remain in the yards over the week-end
before being slaughtered. If better condi-
tions cannot be provided, then I consider
the trade should be prohibited. The delay
constitutes cruelty to animals. I hope the
Minister will make some inquiry and use
his best endeavours to see that better pro-
vision is made and better conditions enforced.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Flon. T, W. Buleock, Barcoo) [5.31 p.m.]:
T would inform the hon. member for Murilla
that at the abattoirs the Commonwealth does
the inspecting for the State, and at Dough-
boy we malke the inspection for the Com-
monwealth. There is no duplication of staff.
The subject matter of a Bill introduced by
me last session and passed by Parliament
made this arrangement possible. Although
I am aware that we are exceeding our rights
in discussing the question of the handling
or holding of stock at the abattoirs, Mr.
Gledson, I take the opportunity of inform-
ing the Committee that I will cause the
fullest possible inquiries to be made in
connection with the statements made by the
hon. members for Cunningham and Murilla,
and on receipt of the reports will deter-
mine what action should be taken.

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [5.32 pm.]: I
regret very much that there has been an
increase in the number of stock inspectors.
I do not think the increase is warranted,
considering that the establishment of the
Brisbane Abattoirs has concentrated the
work in the metropolitan area. I would also
draw the Minister’s attention to the fact
that if he proceeds along lines such as that
he will undo the good work that has been
done in the past in our endeavours to make
the fund solvent. We were able to make a
reduction in the grant from year to year,
and that at a time when the amount of
work that had to be done made it very diffi-
cult. The fund is in debit to a considerable
amount, and at present there appears to be
no prospect of improvement. Certainly,
there is a very small reduction in the amount
of the grant, but this is conclusive proof
that economies can be effected. It is well
worth while acting on these lines until the
fund is solvent. If the same amount be
granted year after ‘year, irrespective of
whether it be necessary or otherwise, we
shall revert to the old condition of affairs.

Mr. Walker.]
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The remarks of the hon. member for Cun-
ningham about young calves are perfectly
true. The matter has been ventilated
through the press, and I am surprised that
the Minister has not moved in the matter
before now. It would take a great deal to
convince me that a sick beast is not suffering
from some disease, and there must already
be legislation under ‘which the Minister
could act in the matter. One can see young
calves being transported over the railways.
I do not know about their being held for
cight days before being slaughtered, but I
know that it is six days before they are
actually killed. These calves range from
about two days to about two or three weeks
in age.

The abattoirs
within the last

An  OpposiTioN MEMBER :
adopted new regulations
two or three days.

Mr. WALKER: T do not know about that,
but I think it is cruelty to animals, and
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
should move in the matter.

Item (Slaughtering Act) agreed to.

STATE FARMS AND GARDEXS.

_The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(1Ton. F. W. Buleock, Barcoo): I move—

““That £7,325 be granted for °State
Farms and Gardens.” ”

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [5.34 p.m.]: On the
Chief Office vote T mentioned the estab-
lishment of an agricultural college at Kairi
to take the place of the State farm there.
1 have spoken on this question for several
vears. Kach time I have been advised that
it is going to be done. When I raised this
question on the Iistimates for the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, I was told to
bring the matter up when the Secretary for
Agriculture was present. When I brought
forward the question on the Chief Office
vote the Minister said he would reply. He
did not favour me with a reply, and that
is the reason for my bringing forward the
matter now. I ask the Minister how soon
he intends to establish an agricultural col-
lege at Kairi.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Burcoo) [5.35 p.m.]:
I' am not aware that I made any sugges-
tion ar to establishing an agricultural college
at Kairi. I have repeatedly made sugges-
tions about establishing a training farm at
Kaivi. T do not want to duplicate Gatton
College in the North. I know that there
15 an cxeellent case for the training of boys
in Northern agriculture in the North, and
it 1s the definite intention of the Government
to utilise Kairi for the purpose. During
the past few months we have been circularis.
ing every possible organisation and making
mquiries from every possible source about
the prospect of getting boys for such an
wmstitution, and I am sorry to say that a
similar institution operating in the North
at Abergowrie, with accommodation I under-
stand for some thirty students, has succeeded
10 attracting only four students,

Mr. KENXNY: A training farm.
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
An agricultural college.

Mr. KeogH : That is not true. Abergowrie
J?{1(1 twenty-five students when we were up
here.

(Mr. Walker.
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTURE:
It has four students to-day. If the infor-
mation of the hon. member is correct then
the information supplied to me by my officers
is incorrect. Two officers of my department
have been reporting on the possibility of
getting bovs for training in the North and
they both refer to the fact that Abergowrie
has now only four resident students. I very
much hope that the information is wrong.
We have circularised every centre, every
school, and the leader of every organisation,
such as the Rotary Club and the New
Settlers’ League, where it functions, and
kindred bodies throughout the North, asking
them to act as recruiting agents and to
advise me on the matter. They have advised
me in a vather negative way and until T
am assured of a supply of boys, obviously
there is no advantage in establishing the
farm in the North. If I can be certain
of a supply of boys I assure the hon. mem-
ber that the (Giovernment are prepared to
cstablish that training farm. If we cannot
succeed in getting those boys then obviously
it will be futile to establish it. These
inquiries ave still in progress, but so far
as I can sec unfortunately there does not
scem to be much prospect of securing the

boys. I regard agricultural education as
being a very essential form of edueation,
and if the hon, gentleman can give any

impetus {o this movement, which aims «t the
cstablishment of a training farm in the
North, I shall be very glad of his co-opera-
tion.

Mr. KENNY (Cook) (538 p.m.J: The
Minister has definitely changed his view on
this subject during the past twe years. IHe
stated in North Queensland that it was the
intention of the Government to establish a
training college.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: Not a
college.

Mr. KENNY: Yes.

The SFCRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I never

used the word.

My, KENNY: I cannot quote the Minis-
ter's exact words, but I do know that His
Fxenllency the Governor on his return from
North Quecnsland made a similar recom-
mendation®-that an agricultural college
should be established at Kairi—and in reply
to that statement the Minister said that it
was the intention of the Government to
do so,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 1 said
that it was not the intention of the Govern-
ment to establish an agricultural college.
I have a very lively recollection of that.

Mr., KENNY: I am not going to get
into an argument with the Minister. Speak-
ing in this Chamber yestcrday the Sccretary
for Public Instruction said that it was the
intention of the Government te establish this
agricultural college in North Queensland
as carly as possible and when funds were
available. Tvidently these two Ministers
of the Crown do not know where they
stand on this question, and evidently the
nromise was made onlv with the intention
of pulling the legs of the people. I can
quite understand the attitude of the parents
towards a proposal by the Minister to envol
children for farm training. At the present
time the parents concerncd send their chil-
dren from North Queensland to (Gatton to
enable them to obtain the agricultural
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diploma and to pass the University junior
examipation. If the institution to be estab-
lishe¢ in North Qucensland is to confine its
atteritions to imparting only farm training
then naturally it is not going to receive the
warm support of the people in that part
of the State What is required in North
Queensland is an institution similar to the
institution at Gatton, where the children can
obtain a training in both sides of education.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The vote under discussion does not deal with
the administration of the Department of
Public Instruction.

. KENNY: I am dealing with the vote
fm : State Farms and Gardens,” and I am
endeavouring to induce the Minister to
<hange his p)esent attitude towards the estab-
lishmient of an institution in North Queens-
fand. This matter has been raised and
replied to on this vote on more than one occa-
sion in the past. However, T have no inten-
tion of clashing with the chair. I content
myself with saying that the need of a college

is thers cand I will give the Minister any help
I can with a view to establishing that
college.  The conditions obtaining at Aber-

gnmw- are not applicable to the Atherton
Tableland, because there is a dissimilarity
in the soil and climatic conditions of the
two districts.

Mr. CONROY (Maranoa) [5. 43 pm.]: I
obscrve that the manager of the Roma State

farm nolds the dual posltlon of manager and
wheatbreeder. The Roma State Farm is in
realits  a  wheatbreeding  station. The

manager, Mr. Soutter, has evolved practic-
ally every type of wheat that has been sue-
cossfully  grown in this State. The two
most recent types of wheat evolved are the
Sea Foam and Three Scas. The particular
work rmgaged in at the farm at the present
time 1z the breeding and selection of rust-
vesisring varieties, Tt is pleasing to notice
thar Mr. Soutter’s duties are to be extended
to the Downs. The department possesses in
Mr. Soutter an official who has given a great
deal of his life and attention to experiment-
ing in tuedinrr the types of wheat required
for this State. He possesses all the qualifi-
cations for that work, is reliable and con-
scientious, and puts his heart and soul into
his duties. The Roma State farm is not
revenue producing, but it has been the means
of adding materially to the wealth of this
State by assisting the w vheatgrowing indus-
try to grow the right types of wheat. The
wheat grown in Queensland is recognised
as the ‘mest type in the L'ommonwealth‘ and

to & ygreat extent the success achieved is
due 1o wonderful research work by Mr.
Soutter. Drv. Miles, who had the opportunity

of thoroughly examining Mr. Soutter’s work,
paid a tribute to What Mr. Soutter has
accomplished. As a wheathreeder, Mr. Sout-
ter hss made a wonderful contribution to
the wheat industry of this State. I rose with
the object of paying a tribute to this official,
who is recognised not only by the deparvi-
ment but by the wheatfarmers also as a man
in whom the utmost reliance and confidence
can be placed. I am sure that as his work
proceeds on the Downs the farmers there
will also place confidence in him. TIf Mr.
Soutter is able to produce a rust-resistig
wheat for the Downs the confidence reposed
in him by the department will be amply
Justified.
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Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [5.456 p.m.]: The
only provision on the Estimates for the
Kairi State Farm is the salary of the
manager. It would help hon, members a
great deal if the Estimates disclosed what
staff exists. I know that an increase in the
staff could be provided for under Miscel-
laneous Services without hon. members being
any the wiser.

I endorse the remarks of the hon. member
for Maranoa respecting Mr, Soutter. I have
personally visited the Roma State farm and
can testify to the valuable experimental work
he carries out there in wheatbreeding. Mr.
Soutter has accomplished wonders. He leads
the Australian States in the types of wheat
he has evolved. He is an official who is
always to be found on his job. Now that an
additional area of land has been included in
this State farm a little extra appropriation
should be provided to enable Mr. Soutter
to carry out experiments 1n 1errard to crops
that may prove invaluable in semi-dry areas.
A wonderful variety of grasses is growing
there. and gives some idea of what the West
can pro‘duce. Dr. Hirschfeld has been carry-
ing out an enormous number of experiments,
and similar work should be carried out by
Mr. Soutter. I should like the Minister
to conduct these experiments, because the
work of pasture improvement is not out of
the question in such an area as the Roma
district.  Apart from all these matters,
experiments could be conducted in respect
of quite a large number of wvarieties of
fruit, some of Whl(‘h although not com-
mercially profitable, would prove a boon to
inhabitants of the West.

I notice that the same number of men
are employed in the various gardens in and
around Brisbane. The staff for the Govern-
ment  Flouse grounds, ‘° Fernberg.” seems
to be out of all proportion to the number
actually  required. Of course, the late
Governor, Sir John Goodwin, was parti
cularly keen on ecarrying out experimental
work, but if the present Governor is not of
similar (11~po<1t10n~H1< Excellency appears
to do more travelling than his predecessor—
then the time has come when the gardencrs
not required should be transferred to othev
places,

Mr. DEACOXN (Cunningham) [5.50 p.m.|:
We are all agreed as to the value of the
work carried out at the Roma State Farn:
and upon the ability of Mr. Soutter, as
manager and wheat breeder. One doubt 1
have 1s as to whether Roma ix the best site
for a farm at which to breed wheat. Mr.
Soutrer does counduct experimental plots on
the Downs—and very successfully, foo—and
those plots show better results than at Roma,
It must be remembered that Roma and the
Downs are two different classes of country.
and that the bulk of the wheat in Queensland
is grown on the Downs. To prove their
suitability for the heavier soils and the
totally different climate of the Downs, the
wheats have to be grown in experimental
plots all over the Downs. Is not a certain
amount of time lost by Mr. Soutter In
establishing that the wheat propagated at
Roma is suitable for the Downs country? 1
think it was a mistake to ostablish the
wheat- hroedmw farm at Roma, and that it
would have been better to have ostablished
it on the Downs, for nearly all the wheat
in Queensland 15 grown on the Downs
country and it is unlikely that the Roma
district will be a success as a wheat-raising

Mr. Deacon.]
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area on a large scale. Of course, wheat
has been grown for a good many years at
Roma, but not a large amount has been
erown and the results are not the best.
I should like Mr. Soutter’s opinion on the
point I have raised. 1 shall pay more
respect to his opinion than to my own, for
I recognise that he knows more about the
matter than I do; but it does occur to me
that it would be better to conduct the
breeding cxperiments on the country where
the wheat will be grown later on. Very
many valuable types of wheat have been bred
at Roma, and very many types that have
promised well are now growing on the
Downs, and the farmers there are very
much interested in those crops; and many
go to sec them—more than Mr. Soutter 1s
aware of. The farmers on the Downs are
interested in the different types of wheat
and appreciate the value of Mr. Soutter’s
work ; and they are very ready to grow
the wheat recommended by him. I should
like the Minister to make inquiries from
My, Soutter on the point I raisc.

Naturally, the hon. member for Maranoa
would like to see the State Experimental
Farm remain at that centre. I can under-
stand his point of view. No doubt he is of
the opinion that it is the most suitable place
for it: but I consider this matter to be too
important to be decided to suit the desires
cf anybody. This work is of great value to
the State, and if the establishment of a
State  experimental farm at Toowoomba
would result in the saving of time, and if it
would be better to experiment in that area
where the bullk of the wheat is grown, the
Minister should seriously consider the ques-
tion of removing it to that centre.

A GoveErxMENT MEMBER: Locate it at Cun-
ningham?

ATr. DEACON: I do not care where it is
so long as it is situated in the best place
for testing wheat.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yanango) [5.56 p.m.]:
The question raised by the hon. member for
Maranoa and the hon. member for Cunning-
ham in conneclion with the breeding of
wheat is a very important one. The history
of wheat-growing in Queensland leads one
to the conclusion that there is something
radically wrong with that industry. When
we look back over a number of years we
discover that we have not made great
strides in the improvement of the types of
wheat or the growing of it in increasing
gquantitics. I understand that the present
crop s anticipated to reach about 3.500,000
bushels. and in Western Australia and Vie-
toria thev harvest 56,000,000 bushels. In
view of those figures it is apparent that if
we are to make a success of wheat-growing
in this State we shall have to work along
different lines.

In my opinion the hon. member for Cun-
ningham is perfectly right in saving that
experiments in wheat breeding should be
conducted on the same soils and under the
same climatic conditions in which the wheat
will be grown; therefore, it may be a wise
policy to carry out those experiments on the
Downs. 1 have read the reports of Mr.
Soutter in connection with the working of
soils, and I believe that is a matter in which
considerable improvement could be made, I
recollect that in my carly days in Victoria
and the Southern States they could only
grow from 6 to 8 bushels to the acre, but at

[Myr. Deacon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

the present time, owing te experiments in
wheat breeding and the careful working of
the soil at different periods of the year, they
are harvesting an equivalent number of bags
to the acre, It is our duty to ascertain
whether it is possible to improve both the
guantity and quality of our wheat. It seems
astonishing that twenty or thirty years ago
we were growing the same quantity of wheat
as we are growing to-day.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Did you
say quantity or quality?

Mr. EDWARDS: Quantity. That indi-
cates there is something radically wrong.
Either our State is not adapted to wheat-
growing or the types of wheat are not suit-
able, or sufficient attention has not been paid
to the working of soils,

One recalls the enormous amount of money
and the very capable practical wheatfarmers
that were attracted to Queensland many
vears ago. I think it can be said that as
much money was invested in wheat as in
any other farming product of the State.
Theve scems to  be something wrong
with the experiments that were carrted
out in the past in connection with wheat-
breeding. 1 understand Mr. Soutter is mak-
ing careful experiments with a view to
combating rust in wheat, which hon. members
are aware plays a much more important
part in the industry of Queensland than in
the other States. Queensland is growing
wheat under semi-tropical conditions and the
moisture In the atmosphere is much greater
than in the wheatbelts of the Southern
States, It is therefore necessary that serious
throught should be devoted to the combating
of rust. I recall to mind one year on the
Darling Downs—I think it was 1903, the
vear after the terrific drought of 1902—when
many of the crops could not be harvested
although the wheat was grown to perfection
and reached eight or nine bags to the acre.
Owing to the great prevalence of rust the
wheat could not be threshed; it broke off
immediately it was hit by the drum of the
threshing machine. During the intervening
vears we do not scem to have made much
progress, although we have taken some little
step forward in connection with the quality
of the grain; although considering that much
new land has been placed under wheat and
encouragement given to farmers to plant
wheat. we have not gained much even in
that direction. T hope that this experimental
work will be continued with a view to finding
a breed of wheat that the farmers will be
able to sow and reap earlier. That appears
to be one of our greatest difficulties; the
harvesting season occurs too late in the year.
As hon. members are well aware, harvesting
operations continue towards the wet season,
and if the farmer has not been successful
in getting in his crop before its arrival or
before the general summer storms. he finds
himself in difficulties. Last season. I believe,
one large wheat farmer on the Downs ex-
pended  something like £800 in cash to
purchase sacks for the storage of his wheat,
but he did not harvest any wheat at all.
Other farmers were pulling their tractor
around the wheaterops with a number of
polex behind them in order to extricate the
tractors when thev became bogged—so heavy
was the rvain. This happened in the Cecil
Plains and the Mount Russell area. We
should continue our investigation with a view
of discovering a breed of wheat that could be
sown ecarlier in the year. As a matter of
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fad, I would suggest that we even go further
than this and endeavour to produce a breed
whith to a certain extent would be frost
resistant, It is a well-known fact that in
the early stages of flowering the wheat crop
has heen ruined on the Darling Downs
owing to frost. Along the lines I have men-
tioned, T think there are great possibilities
from the scientific point of view, and greater
assistance should be afforded to that end.

We Lave not made the strides in wheat
production in this State that we might have
made. Two years after Western Australia
launched out in wheat production she was
producing three times as much as we were.
The Darling Downs is a wonderful wheat-
producing centre. Is it any wonder that
Southern people were attracied to this part
of the State to expend large sums of money
in an endeavour to make wheatgrowing there
the success that it is in the South? We
have not been able to evolve a type of wheat
that can be harvested in between the heavy
rainfall months of the year, and I trust that
some consideration will be given to that
problem. If we are not able to increase the
vield of wheat per acre then we should
encourage the growers to embark upon other
kinds of agriculture, as adjuncts to wheat

production. I am of the opinion that *here
is a very encouraging outlet for young
lambs raised in conjunction with wheat
production.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: Hear,
hear !

Mr. EDWARDS: I know that lamb-

raisinig in conjunction with wheat production
has been conducted very successfully to a
certain degree in the Southern States, and
I am satishied that with the heavy moisture
content of the soil in Queensland during
the summer months there is every possi-
bility of providing a heavy crop of feed for
lambs and sheep with the possibility of
harvesting a clean and casy crop of wheat
at a later stage of the season. Therefore, 1
firmly believe that there are great possi-
bilities of development along these lines. I
understand that at one time the wheat-
growers in the Southern States produced
wheat without resorting to fallowing, but
some years afterwards they discovered that
fallowing was essential, and later again
they were forced to realise that a successful
wheat crop could not be produced without
the aid of fertilizers. Hver since that time
fertilizers have been continually in use, and
step by step the production has increased
until now they are able in the light of their
past practical experience to produce pay-
able crops from year to vear. 1 dare say
that the Minister is aware of the fact that
in some of the Southern States to-day a
system of summer fallowing is adopted. That
is to say, the farmers simply strip the
crop and set fire to the stubble. The sheep
are sometimes turned in on the stubble for a
few weeks and then the plough or cultivator
is used. The ground is turned up through-
out the year until the sowing season arrives
the following year. It is then considered
that sufficient moisture has heen conserved
to produce a payable crop, This system is
carried out to conserve the moisture and
theep are fed on that fallowed land
throughout the vear. Whilst feed mav not
be apparent to persons passing the farm,
still it is a fact that sheep can be grown
and fattened on these areas where seem-
ingly little feed exists, When the land is
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cultivated in this way the feed produced is
sweet and nutritious and is of asfounding
benefit not only for the growing but al:o
for the fattening of sheep.

I hope that the Minister will give some
consideration to the matters that I have
mentioned. With my experience in the
Southern States I was astounded on coming
to Queensland to think that the wheat-
growers in this State could not obtain a
better return, and when I saw the Mount
Abundance country I was more than ever
astounded to learn that the wheatgrowers
in that beautiful belt were not more suc-
cessful from year to year.

I notice that in this vote provision is
made for three men to attend to the Queen’s
Gardens, next to the Executive Building. I
should like the Minister to state whether
those thrce men are employed there all
the vear vound. If so, all I can say is they
must have a pretty good time, and find it
difficuit to keep out of one another’s way.

Mr. BARNES (Warwick) [7.13 pm.]: 1
support the establishment of an experimental
farm on the Downs for the purpose of breed-
ing a wheat suitable for our climatic con-
ditions. On a number of occasions reference
has been made to the manner in which rust
affects wheat. Last year I quoted a news-
paper article dealing with the subject. For
some years the wheatgrowers on the Darling
Downs have not suffered from rust to the
same extent as heretofore, but last year
rust played considerable havoc with the crop.
This year the weather has been particularly
cool, yet evidence is not wanting of the
presence of rust, and that grouble will
undoubtedly affect the returns of wheat-
growers, The idea of establishing an
experiment  station amidst  surroundings
where wheat is extensively grown is a wise
one. The value of the proposal would be
enhanced if Mr. Soutter himself also directed
the work on this experimental plot, which,
no doubt, would be a smaller arca than the
Roma State Farm he now directs. If the
idea, developed satisfactorily 1t might
become a permanent farm. Failing the
establishment of an experiment farm, trial
plots should be susbstituted. Success depends
on the individual chosen to carry out the
work. Strange to say, in wheatgrowing, as
in other industries, you may have side by
side the successful and unsuccessful man.
On Saturday morning last I passed a farm
on Bennett’'s Hill, overlooking Sladeville,
and remarked to a friend, ¢ There is an
extraordinary farm. For years and years
it returned nothing. It then changed hands.
The man who has made a success of the
farm took it over a few years ago, and
had made wonderful progress.” In the year
that this individual acquired the property
he took over twelve bags of wheat to the
acre off it. That is what is going on in
avery district. My knowledge of the War-
wick district extends over a period of sixty
vears. WWheat has been grown there every
vear, and I can name men who have never
failed. They have always had a crop,
sometimes a few bags to the acre, and at
other times a big yield, but never have
they had to face a complete failure. I
would suggest to the Minister that when the
experiment farm is established the experi-
mentalist  should exchange notes with
Southern experimentalists. Inquiry amongst
farmers now will show what wheat is found

My, Barnes.]
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+0 be most rust-resistant. Success in wheat-
growing on the Downs and the name which
Qucensland wheat has acquired as compared
with other States are due to the fact that
cfforts have been concentrated on a hard
wheat such as the Florence and Flora
rarieties. In the South the variety known
1s Federation is by far the best wheat grown,
it no success has been achieved with it
sere. It is in this connection that experi-
pental work might be successful, for, appar-
mtly. thele is something in what has been
advocated this afterncon that possibly bet-
ter reswts would attend the efforts of Mr.
Souiter if he also gave some attention to
an arca of the State in which wheat has
been grown successfully for years.

The hon. member who has just resumed
his seat made refercnce to maize growing.
Because of the advent and growth of motor
transport, maize growing has to some extent
had to take a back seat, so that people
will be compelled to concentrate more on
wheat growing. It is for that reason that
we sirengly emphasise the advisability of
striking out in some new direction. The cost
of harvesting wheat is cheaper to-day than
in the days when a price of 5s. or 6s. was
needed by the wheat growers to make a
profit, and I feel sure that if a minimum
price of 3s. 4d. a bushel were assured we
could in a few years double our arca and
increase the production of wheat. The esti-
mated harvest this year of 3,500,000 bushels
falls far short of the State’s requirements of
6.000.000 bushels. Since 1920, when the
wheat pool was established, approximately
£10.000,000 has been paid to wheat growers.
That sounds a lot of money, but spread over
a number of years is not such a great sum,
and it c(\rtalnlv could be increased. Realis.
ing the importance of the wheat industry
and the r](‘(‘(‘%slt" of supplying our own
requirements, I hope the Minister will make
some response to the ideag put forward by
the hon. member for Cunningham. if only
in a minor way. I do not wish to labour
the question, but I could if necessary give
the Minister the names of experienced men
who would gladly co-operate with any ex-
i work that Mr. Soutter might
deem advisable on the Downs.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [7.22 p.m.j:
Dealing with the minor matters first, I

would inform the hon. member for Nanahgo
that. although three gardencrs are provided
for under the vote for Queen’s Gardens,
Brisbane, those gardeners are also respon-
sible for maintaining the lawns and grounds
of the public buildings in Drisbane. such
the Supreme Court and other buildings.
Quite obviously the three men are never at
work at the Queen’s Gardens at the one time.

The question has been raised of reducing
the rumber of gardeners at Government
House. My experience has been that our
present Governor desires quite a lot of work
to be done there and from time to time I
have obtained men through the Department
of ILabour and Industry to undertake the
work of remodelling the gardens at Govern-
ment House. I do not think the Governor
or Lady Wilson would readily agree to any

Ty

reduction in the staff at then‘ home. Those
questions are disposed of in that way.
The hon. member for Cooroora takes

exception to the fact that the salary of the
manager of the Kairi State Farm is pro-
vided on the Estimates and that apparently

[Mr. Barnes.
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no provision is made for the balance of -he
employecs there. The custom followed on
this occasion is the custom the hon. gentle-

man himself followed when framing his
estimates and submitting them to this
Chamber. It is the practice to allow for

labourers under ** Contingencies.” Tne hon.

member suggests I mlght be tempted to
cmploy a man without the knowledge of

Parliament. The limit of my vote 13 the
limit of my capacity to pay. The vote
restricts the number of individuals I can

There has been no variation of the
system, which, T understand, has been the
practice since we have had responsible
government.

employ.

I shall now deal Wlth that important ques-
tion of the wheat-breeding policy of the
State. I am delighted to hear the tributes
that have been pald to Mr. Soutter. It has
been said that a prophet is not without
honour save in his own country; and it is
also true that a man may make very great
contributions to the prosperity of an industry
and vet be unknown while he 1s making
those contributions. That recalls to my mind
the late William Farrar, the father of plant
broeding, the man who converted the plains
of New South Wales from sheep walks to
glananes the man who made more contri-
butions to the production of wheat in Aus-
tralia than all other individuals combined.
Yet he had to die to achieve remembrance.
We have a man in Queensland, Mr. Soutter,
whese work compares more than favourably
with the work that:is being done by all the
plant breeders in other parts of Australia,

more particularly the Southern plant
breeders. A suggestion was made that there
should be some interchangeable information,

some opportunity for Mr Soutter to check
his work in the light of experience of
breeders in the South. Boli(‘\'ing Mr. Soutter
was one of the most valuable officers in the
department, almost immediately after I took
over the dvpartmont 1 sent for him and
arranged for him to check up the wheat-
breeding work which was being done in
other States in the Commonwealth, e wenr
a+ far afield as Western Australia and saw
the work that was being done at the insti-
tute in South Australia, visited Vietoria.
checked up  at Canberra in New  South
Wales, and ultimately, after visiting the
Glenr  Innes  rust-resisting O\pou.nentdl
station he returned to Queemtand He s
not an egotistical man. If he has one
failing it 1s the extraordinary modesty that
one encounters in getting him to talk about
his work. When he returned I =ent for him
and asked him how he fared. He told m»
he had instinctively followed the lines of
work that were being covered by men in the
Southern States, and, as far as achievement
was concerncd, owr work compared favour-
ably with the work they were doing. It iz
true that, as a result of that tour, he did
learn something of the methods of charting
and recording, with which he was not
familiar and which he is now employin
saving thereby a great deal of clerical work.
The fact remains he is not without honour
in his own country in his own lifetime; and
I am delighted to know that it is so. It
might interest hon, members to know that
50 per cent. of the total wheat sown in
Queensland during the past three years has
been Soutter wheats or of Soutter origin.
There has been a decline in the growing of
imported wheats, even of the Farrar types,
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in favour of the wheats Mr. Soutter has
evolved. We may take his latest types,
Three Seas, and Sea Foam, two definite
rust-resisting varicites that are giving excel-
lent promise in certain localities.  That
brings me to the question of the justification
of the continuance of the Bungeworgoral
Siat'on. Hon. members have suggested that
it should be shifted nearer to the coast. 1
will frankly confess that was a question
that iuntrigned me some time ago. When
Mr. Miles, who was sent overseas to gradu-
ate in agricultural genetics, returned to this
State, I sent him to Roma to check up the
work that was being done by Mr. Soutter.
Let uws remember that Mr. Miles was the
latest recruit to the genetic: branch of my
department and had been trained in the
best universities in England and the most
up-to-date  experimental stations in the
world—Cornell, London, and Rothamstead.
He came to Queensland fresh from triumphs
in the field of agricultural genetics and he
went to Roma and came back to me and
said. ““ You have an invaluable officer in
Mr. Soutter. Do not allew his work to be
lost.> T asked him +to Investigate this
question of the transfer of the Roma experi-
mental farm to the wheat areas. T also dis-
cussed this matter with Mr. Soutter. Let
me put the facts clearly as they present
themselves to me. It is true that if there
iz to be any expansion of wheatgrowing it
will be in the drier arcas of the State, west
and north of the Downs. The type of wheats
that we urgently require are the types that
could be adapted or would adapt themselves
to these new wheat localities.

Mr. Maner: Did the hon. gentleman see
that a man at Theodore had got a crop of
twelve bags to the acre?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, I know of that. If that be the case, is
there not a strong argument in favour of
the retention of our primary breeding
activity at Roma? 1 agree that there is a
great capacity for work to be accomplished
on the Darling Downs; ard because I agree
I have translated my view into actual prac-
tice, Hon members who have addressed
themselves to this question apparently do
not know that during the last two years Mr.
Soutter has not been attached exclusively to
the Roma State Farm. He has been doing
experimental work on the different soil types
and in different climates throughout the
wheat-producing areas of our State. 1
believe that is a satisfactory compromise.
The original crosses are made at Roma.
There are very definite genetic reasons why
these crosses should be made at Roma. It
is obvious that if onc can produce successful
crosses under the rigorous conditions that do
prevail at Roma, one will have more success
with that wheat when it is translated to the
Downs. The policy we are following at the
present time and have been pursuing for the
past two years is that the cross-breeding
work shall be done at Roma. So soon as
the crosses are established they are tried out
in the various localities on the Darling
Downs. In this conneection it is only fair to
say we have had the very hearty co-opera-
tion of certain growers in our endeavour to
acclimatise these wheats and adapt them to
the Downs. In that direction, T believe,
lies the success of our wheat-breeding policy.
So far as I know, no State in the world is
breeding its wheat exclusively in one area.
It has been found that wheats are particu-
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larly susceptible to climatic variations. Hon,
members  will remember that when Mr.

Farrar produced Federation, he believed he
had produced wheat of a fixed quality type,
but it was not very long before three dis-
tinctive varieties of Federation were to be
found possessing different milling qualities
and different habits of growth, due entirely
to the influences of different climates on the
original type. So it has been with the many
other varieties. The difficulty is to maintain
standardisation. Mr. Soutter is doing that
in an admirable way.

The question of rust has been raised. Mr.
Soutter was aware that this was one of the
most difficult of questions and demanded
urgent solution, and he proceeded to work
almost entirely for a year or so on rust-
resistant varieties. The way had been
pionecered, but, unfortunately, Mr. Farrar,
to whom I made reference earlier, who was
engaged on some elaborate expcrimental
work in regard to rust, did not live long
enough to conclude his work. Unfortunately,
too, Mr. Farrar did not inform anybody of
the method upon which he worked. The
conscquence was that on the death of that
gentleman the whole work had to be under-
taken again, Mr. Soutter has been able to
make the longest survey of rust-resistant
wheats. Ion. members should know that it
takes at least seven years to stabilise a
variety. He has stabilised more than one
variety that show distinctive promise so far
as rust-resistant qualities are concerned. We
have every reason to believe, and certainly
every reason to hope, that Mr. Soutter will
be associated with the Department of Agri-
culture in his very great undertaking for
many years to come. I propose to continue
the scheme that I have outlined. Mr, Soutter
will be less and less at Homa and more and
more on the acclimitisation, selection, and
testing campaign on trial plots and different
s0il types throughout the State.

Ancther question that has been ralsed in
this connection is one of plant breeding.
Plant breeding i1s one of the most interesting
questions that hon. members can discuss.
Let us remember first and foremost that
every plant and vegetation, in whatever form,
is the result of evolution. These things
have been adapted to man’s use. The fact
calls to mind the celebrated caption over
the portals of the Los Angeles nursery
conducted by the cclebrated Luther Burbank,
“ We are helping God in teaching nature
to toe the mark.”” Luther Burbank said
that anything was possible, given skill,
application, and zeal. We believe it. Ie
produced a bush—one might term it that—
that grew potatoes under the ground and
tormatoes cn top. He crossed various berries
and produced a commercial article such as
the loganberry. Ie improved the straw-
berry, he grew forests of plants, and he
made contributions to forestry policy. These
things indicate that although Nature is a
hard taskmaster Nature can be constrained
to toc the mark, and intelligent direction
will yield the desired result. In Queensland
we have an illimitable opportunity for plang
breeding; we are just touching its fringe.
We have a territory lying away to the
neith which the pessimists say cannot be
used for anything but the growth of sugar
cane on the coastal belt, with a little bit
of dairying and maize production on the
Atherton Tableland. The time will come
when the plant breeder will adjust vegeta-
tion in such a way that the Northern areas

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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of our State will be amongst the most pro-
ductive, as they are at present amongst
the most fertile. I hope that every hon.
member in this Chamber is scized of the
importance of a vigorous policy of plant
breeding and selection in order that we
may evolve types that are necessary for the
safe conduct of agriculture in Queensland.

The hon. member for Nanango made some
reference to fat lambs in conjunction with
wheatgrowing. We have given a good deal
of attention to this question during recent
months, and hon. members may or may
not be aware that about this time last
vear, in order to demonstrate whether there
was or was_not a capacity within this State
for the raising of fat lambs, Mr. Carew,
of my department, went South and acqulred
a variety of English rams, including the
Border Leicester, the English Leiccster, the
Shropshire, and the Dorset Horn. These
were distributed to suitable people through-
out the prospective lamb-raising areas of
the State. We are carefully obtaining data
and tabulating it as a result of those experi-
ments. Mr. Sunners, of the Abattoirs,
assures me that Queensland is quite capable
of producing a very large quantity of high-
grade lambs. Therefore, the question is
worth preserving with. We all know that
wheat production in conjunction with lamb-
raising has been a very satisfactory indus-
try in the Riverina and many other parts
of the wheat-producing areas of the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Barxes: It is practised to some extent
on the Darling Downs.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
¥ admit that it is practised on the Darling
Downs, but if any hon. member were to
ask any farmer or any group of farmers
what was the best type, the most economical
type, and the quickest maturing type of cross-
breed he would get a variety of answers,
Hased on the limited experience of the indi
viduals concerned.

Mr. Govrrey MoreaN: They
about it in the Southern States.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Different districts use a different type of
crossbred sheep. ¥or instance, the Riverina
district utilises the Border Leicester—Merino
cross very frequently. In the New Kngland
district they utilise the Southdown-Merino
cross, and coming nearer the coast there
is used the Corriedale-Dorset Horn cross.
Some districts require one type, whilst other
districts require another type, and it is
our task at the present time to find out
just what is the proper type to be utilised
in fat lamb raising 1n this State. Already
we are¢ coming prachcally to the conclusion
that the best types to be utilised in this
State are the Southdown-Merino and the
Dorset Horn-Merino crosses.

Mr. GoprrEY MORGaN: Any of the crosses
that you have mentioned will do well where
lambs can be raised.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is not so. I shall give the hon. mem-
ber another example. In South Australia,
where they have a certain set of climatic
conditions, they are using the Merino-Dorset
Horn cross, but in districts in New South
Wales they do not like the Dorset Horn
because it is not economical. Our problem
is to ascertain what is the most economical
crossbreed and the quickest maturing cross-
breed to be used in the various agricultural
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districts of this State. That work will be
prosecuted with vigour, and I hope that
we shall be able in the near future to sub-
mit some data to the lamb raisers and other
people interested in the matter in this State.
. Item (State Farms and Gardens) agreed
0.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICE®.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Buarcoo): I move—

“ That £7,000 be granted for ‘ Miscel-
laneous Sevvices. ”’

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [7.42 p,m.]: This
vote includes an appropriation for the St.
Lucia training farm for boys. This farm
was ecstablished to train boys to engage in
farm work, but in my opinion the institution
has now gone far enough. It has proved
to be a fallule At the present time we have
officers of the department endeavouring to
get boys to go to St. Lucia to learn the
rudiments of farming. The establishment
of this training farm for boys never appealed
to me as a great innovation where boys could
be taught country life. The best way to
give boys a knowledge of country life and
teach them the work of a farm 1s to select
a certain number of farmers and place a
number of selected boys with them. It would
be the duty of these farmers to educate these

boys in general agriculture and dairying
pursuits. Care could be taken in the selec-
tion not only of the farmers but also of

the boys, and even if the expenditure was as
great as is now incurred at this training
school, the Government would have the satis-
faction of knowing that the boys would be
getting a land education. The training of
these boys could take place under the super-
vision of an officer of the department. This
officer could be deputed to visit the farms
at various times, inspect the work being done
by the boys and a book in which the nature
of the boy's work could be entered, and in
every way give encouragement for the educa-
tion of the boys for the land. Such a
scheme would be preferable to the present
one. It would result in the boys’ land
education being more complete. For
instance, the mixed farmer would be one
who did not engage solely in wheat or
dairying production, but one who engaged
in general farming in addition. Bovs
would get a very complete land education on
such farms, If at the end of a period it
appeared as if the education of the boy
was backward it could be continued for an
additional period on the farm or he could
be transferred to another farm. This scheme
of training could be worked in conjunction
with the Department of Public Lands, and
when the boy was old enough and it was
considered that he was fit to start out on his
own account, the department could see that he
was allotted a certain area of land. At
8t. Lucia a boy will learn less about the
land than a man would, and_ neither will
learn as much in a given perlod as he would
on g mixed farm. Under my suggestion the
boys’ minds would be moulded in the right
direction and they would be ultimately
adapted for the land. In actual farm work
they would learn how to plough, and how to
grow crops in addition to all the necessary
work about the farm, such as the splitting
of timber, the falling of trees, and the erec-
tion of fences.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: He is
taught all those things at St. Lucia.



Supply.

1 saw
astration of a gate built by a boy
Lucia, and that illustration showed
that the stay rod had been fixed the wrong
way. nnother illustration depicted the brace
placed in the opposite direction.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
must lizve been a left-handed boy.

Mr. WALKER: That shows that the
instruction has been left-handed. I want to
see these boys placed on farms with practical
farmers in order to get practical instruction,
and at the same time be under the over-
sight of departmental officers so that they
will be fully protected. St. Lucia has given
the boys a certain amount of information
and has served its purpose. It is preferable
that a more practicable scheme should be
inaugurated so that at the end of two or
three yvears the boy-learner will be fitted
to go on a farm of his own.

Provision is made in this vote for the
development of scientific investigations. That
brings us within the category of the Yeerong-
pilly  Animal Health Station. I mention
this in order to give the Minister an oppor-
tunity of replying to certain statements which
have been made in this Committee——

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I would remind the hon. member that there
is a special vote for the Animal Health
Station.

Mr. WALKER: The Minister desires an
opportunity of replying to certain statements.
The Yeerongpilly Animal Health Station is
connected with the scientific side of the
dairying industry. Therefore, I take it I
shall be in order in dIScussmg this matter.
T should like the Minister to state when he is
malkirg his reply how many bulls treated
at this siation have died. Numerous com-
plaints have been made during the last

Mr. WALKER: That may be so.
an il
at St

The boy

wonth regarding the number of animals that
have died.

IPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
: wiember must know that there is a
tal vore for the matters which he is now
discussing,

Mr. WALKER: I am really only doing it
to oblice the Minister. (Laughter.) I lea,llv
think that a fair trial having been given to
the Farm Training School at 8t. Lucia the
time has come when the Government should
say that the first loss is the last loss. It
is a fine ideal for the Government to educate
boys for farm work, but the experiment at
Sr. Lucia has failed. Let the boys be placed
with farmers of respectable character, men
who play the game and have been successful.
T.et the boys also be supervised by the de-
partment, for I have no wish that they
should be sent out indiscriminately. If what
st were done, I venture to suggest
ter two or three years’ experience on
1 farms the boys would be 100 per cent.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilla) [7.49
pant: I am one of those who have had a
fair amount of experience in regard to boys,
nor cnlr in securing employment for them
in mv own electorate, but also during the
last twenty-five years in employing boys on
ny own property. Many of my neighbours,
too, have had boys from Brisbane and from
the old country, and whilst it would be
impossible to get 100 per cent. of farmers
to treat their boys exactly as they should
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be treated, I am satisfied that in 95 per cent,
of the cases which came under my notice
the boys had been exceptionally well treated.
The boy has been taken into the home of
the farmer with whom he was working, slept
in that home, had meals at the same table,
and enjoyed the same fare as the farmer
and his family

It was stated this afternoon from the other
side of the Committee that on account of the
low wages received by boys working on
farms, they have very little opportunity of
ever becommg farmers. I could give the
names of forty or fifty boys who have been
employed on farms and stations in the
Murilla clectorate and who to-day own their
own properties. They saved their money,
and remember that the farmer does not have
a picture show to visit every night. With
the exception of the amount spent on

clethes and the expense of attending the
local show or sports in their own dis-
trict, the boys on the farms have very
little need to spend money. Many farmers
pay the boys every six months; in fact, some
settle up every twelve months. In my own
particular case the boy is paid every week
if he so desires, but my experience is that
they prefer to allow their money to accumu-
late unti! Christmas or New Year, when a
settlement takes place. In the intervening
period any clothing that the boys may
require is obtained as cheaply as possible
by the farmers concerned and debited to the
accounts of the boys.

Mr. W. T. Kix¢: No one has accused the
hon. member of not treating the boys pro-
perlv

GODFREY MORGAN : I am refuting
the suggestlon made from the other side of
the Committee that boys are not treated
properly. Very often the boy who is receiv-
ing 156s. a week and keep will have saved
£95 to £30 per annum. In my own experi-
ence I have advertised for boys and some
thirty or forty have come to interview me
at the city hotel where I have been staying.
I would talk to them and eventually select
the boy that I thought was healthy, strong,
intelligent, and likely to make a good
farmer’s boy. For the first week or two of
his stay on the farm the boy might be some-
what downhearted, probably because it was
his first absence from home, but generally
the farmer’s wife takes an interest in the
boy and bestaws every care and attention on
him. After six months or twelve months
on the farm the boy may revisit his home in
Brisbane, but in many cases not a week
elapses before he wants to get back to the
farm. He comes down to town and renews
acquaintance with the conditions under
which he lived for years. He visits his
parents or friends, and, although he may
have two or three weeks’ holiday, in the
majority of cases he returns to the farm
after a week. I do not say that there are
not cases where the boy dislikes farm life,
and returns to the city. A boy who does not
like the farm life is better in the city. The
majority of hoys do not wish to return to the
city affer they have spent six months on a
farm.

It has been stated by hon. members oppo-
site that the wages that are offered to these
boys are not such as would attract them to
go to a farm. Xven if they start at 10s. a
week, it is better than working in a factory
or any other job in the city, other than a
position in the public service. In the

Mr. Morgan.]
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majority of instances the boy who enters
employment in the city receives 12s. 6d, In
the country he starts off at 10s., 12s. 6d., or
15s., and in most cases 15s. a week, with
keep. The boy is able to utilise the whole
of that 15s. in order to provide himself with
clothing. Farmers are allowed an amount
of £1 a week by the Commissioner of Taxes
for the keep of these boys; so in most cases
the boy is receiving a wage of £1 15s. a
week. A boy of fifteen or sixteen years of
age will eat as much as an adult. In addi-
tion, the washing is always dome for these
boys. They are also provided with com-
fortable sleeping quarters. I think £1 15s.
a week is a very good wage for a boy who
comes from the city and who is not con-
versant with farm work. In some cases a
cow’s leg may be broken owing to the fact
that the boy has forgotten to take the leg-
rope off before he opens the bail to let the
cow out; but the farmer puts up with it
all because he is fraining the lad, and
eventually that boy is capable of doing use-
ful work. That is a different picture from
the one that was painted this afternoon,
when it was suggested that the boy was
vorked like a slave. I admit the boy is
asked to get up at daylight, because that is
the hour the farmer and his family rise;
but although he gets up at that hour he
does not work all through the day. If it is
2 wet day—unless he is working on a dairy
farm-—he does not: go out in the bush to
work, but he may do a little work in the
shed oiling the harness. The boy may some-
times assist at a muster on Sundays; but
if he goes away for a day to attend the
show or races, or returns to his home for a
holiday of a week or a fortnight, the
majority of farmers do not deduct anything
from his wages. Generally speaking, the
people on farms and grazing properties are
of a decent type and treat the boys excep-
tionally well.  There may be odd cases of
reople who are not fitted to exercise super-
vision over a boy; but one swallow does not
make a_ summer. Specches such as were
delivered by some hon. members opposite
this afternoon will have harmful effects by
causing parents to regard farmers as unfitted
to be trusted with the supervision of their
sovs.  The Minister has enough difficulty at
present in getting boys to go to the training
farm. I do not object to the Minister giving
these boys a certain amount of training—
teaching them to ride, for instance—but I
suggest that he work in conjunction with
the State schools at the large centres of
population.

'The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLIURE:
doing so.

_ Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Perhaps not
in this direction; in order to teach bovs to
ride, there should be g riding class at every
city State school. i

I am

At 8 pan.,

3e. W T. KiNe (Maree), one of the pancl
of Temporary Chailrmen, relieved Mr. Gled-
«on in the chair.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : I should like
to see every boy in this city able to ride.
Riding is good recrcation and a great
experience, and the lads in the city should
be able to go once a week and ride a horse.
1t would do an enormous amount of good.
The training the boys arve getting at St.
Iuncia is a commencement to a farming
career, and, no doubt, it does help them.

[Mr. Morgan.
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A number of the lads coming from Ureat
Britain have had no training at all in the
industrial towns in which they were reared.
They have not had the opportunity of even
sceing cattle. I remember one instance of a
young Scottish lad who did not know that
bulls could not be milked. I was present
and heard the remark myself. Five or six
cows brought in to be milked and were
followed into the milking-yard by a bull
When the milking operations were finished
the lad asked whether they didn’t milk the
bull.  That is exactly what occurred. Com-
ing from an industrial centre he had not had
an  opportunity of seeing cattle of any
description. That shows hon. members the
class of boys we obtain, but the peculiarity
is that such lads generally make the best
farm hands, because they have mnot been
spoilt. For myself, I would sooner have a
boy who was unable to ride a horse or
milk a cow than one who has been in one
of these institutions where they have been
trained in the wrong way. One can firain
the raw lad as one desires. Once a boy has
been trained in the wrong method it Is
difficult to correct his faults. His faults
beccme a habit. The opportunities of
making good on the land are equal to ihose
that obtained twenty or thirty years ago,
if a boy or a man has the ambition to
become the owner of his own propetty.
Because the Darling Downs country has all
been developed is no reason for saying that
there is a lack of opportunity. We have
millions of acres of better land than the
Darling Downs where the ambitious youug
man can make good. Every opportunit: that
existed years ago exists to-day. And speak-
ing of the opportunities of the past, I
remember a man coming to Queensland from
Victoria at the same time as myself. He
had just sufficient moneyv to pay hisz way
over. He got work splitting posts at 12s, 6d.
a hundred. Eventuahy he took on the fene-
ing of certain property.
he started on a

With his savings
small propertr of 1.200

acres. He then went in for the ballot of the
Saltern Creek lands and was fortunate

enough to draw a block. He sold out his
property for something like £4,000 or £5.000
and took up the property he had drawn.
To-day that man is worth something like
£20,000. This shows that there were oppor-
tunities in the past, and similar opportunities
exist to-day.

The Minister has complained of the diffi-
culty of getting boys to take up the course
of training provided at St. Lucia. I warn
him that it will be of no avail to entice
country boys to that training centre. The
country lad would secure a better rural
training on a farm. At the present moment
T would have no difficulty in placing fiftcen
or twenty boys, fifteen to seventcen years
of age, absolutely ignorant of farm work,
on farms at 10s. to 18s. a week. I am
receiving  letters constantly from people
requesting me to find them lads. There is
any amount of work in the country for the
right class of boy, the lad who is prepaved
to rough it a little, It is nct a’l * beer and
skittles 7 for a lad when he goes to work
in the country. He has to rise early in the
morning. Whilst he may have to gst up
with the fowls he generally gocs to bed
very oearly; he is healthy and strong. and
able to do his work. I can recail an inci-
dent of a man who worked on a farm, and
after being there for two or three weeks
he asked the farmer’s wife where she got
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the eggs, and upon being told that they
were izid by the fowls on the farm he
expressed  astonishment, and replied that
he had never seen a fowl on the place. He
had beon sccustomed to rising and retiring
at such hours that he failed to see any
fowls about. In my own case, when I go
home I like to retire at about half-past
eight, but when I am in the city I am not
in Led until a much later bour. (Laughter.)
Whilst T am in the bush I am unable to
steep after daylight, and immediately the
sun rises I must jump out of bed. In the
city it is all so diffevent. We want the boys
to lead the good, healthy life of the coun-
trv, and I hope that the Minister will suc-
ceed in getting many boys to go to the
country where they can lead this healthy
life.

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani) [8.8 pm.}: 1
think that we are all agreed that one of
the greatest problems confronting us to-day
iz what to do with our boys as they approach
manhood. Apparently there is a difference
of opinion as to the methods that should be
pursued in properly catering for the boys.
1 understood the Minister to say that he
was of the opinion that the best method was
to pase them through a Government institu-
tution, perhaps to become socialised to some
extent, wlnlst on the other hand hon. mem-
bers on this side hold to the view that it
would be hest in the interests of the boys
if they were sent dircet to work on the
farms=. I cannot help feeling that the latter
view is right, and I am fortified in that
opinien by a number of illustrations that
I am about to give. I know of two young
men «t the present time who went direct
from XNrisbane to jobs on sugar farms.
Thet it work was to assist about the
Ieited: te milk cows, etc., for which they
received I a week; but in the course of
a fow weeks they were able to engage in
work on the farm, for which they were
paid wage at sugar workers' award rates
in tion to the 10s. a week for other

duties. The first lad, who had been engaged
in thi- work for three years, has reached
the age of nineteen years, is in receipt of
£3 19, 6d. a weelk, less £1 3s. 6d. a week
for his keep, and is working for another
farmer. I can recall to mind the case of
anotier lad sixteen years of age who was
employ in a drapery establishment
in  Irishane before he was retrenched.

He w entirely ignorant of farm work,
he  had  never milked a cow, and 1
do nwi think he had even looked a

horse in the face. When he first came on
to the farm he received a wage of 10s. a

week, which was afterwards 1increased to
12s. 6d. a week. Later on he was able to
cngage in the work on the farm for an
fiour «r two each day, for which he received
the a d rate of pay. At the present
time b is working as a contract cane cutter

carni

£l &

ig up to £15 and £16 a fortnight, less
&d. a week for his keep. Will the
Mini contend that he could have done
better i that with these boys? 1 doubt
very much if he could have done as well. I
know of another case of a young lad work-
ing ¢n a farm who did not want to be a
farmner. At the ond of his term on the
farm he had saved £50, and, with the aid
of some monecy contributed by his parents,
he was able to pay for his articles in a
solicitor’s office. He is now one of the most
succe 1 solicitors, and has one of the best
practices in Queensland. These lads went
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out in the first place entirely ignorant of
farm worl, but in three or four years they
were able to work themselves into remunera-
tive positions. One is now receiving the
award rate, one is earning £15 to £16
a fortnight at canecutting, and the other is
a solicitor.

These boys came direct from Brisbane to
the farm without any experience obtained
in a Government institution like St. Lucia.
The trouble, I am afraid, is that many of
the boys in Brisbane loath anything of the
nature of country work. The employers of
the second lad I spoke of, the one who is
now getting £15 or £16 a fortnight, desired
to engage another boy. They wrote down
to an employment agency in Brisbane and
the reply was that the Brisbane boys did not
like to go so far North; yet the two boys
who went North previously are earning
upwards of £4 a week and £7 or £8 a weelk
respectively. Those are the possibilities open
to a lad who cares to take on a job on a
cane farm. If they prove themselves to be
stcady industrious lads then the moment
they get too big for their first jobs they can
either become canecutters or obtain a weekly
job on the farm at award rates.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango) [8.13 p.m.]:
We are passing through a period of which
the Minister should take very careful notice.
IIe has sent an officer of his department
among the parents on the North Coast to
induce them to send their sons to the St.
Lucia training farm. We are now approach-

ing the busiest months in the dairy
industry and mixed farming. Therefore.

there is a great demand for boys for mixed
farms. Even if $t. Lucia traiming farm has
been of some advantage 1 suggest to the
Mipister that he get into touch with the
inspectors of the Agricultural Bank, who
know a very big percentage of the farmers
in the districts where they are working. In
fact, they know the farmers from one end
of the district to the other, whether they
are clients of the bank or not. They can
furnish the Minister with information as to
opportunities for placing boys with farmers,
and how the boys will fare with them. I
sugeest that he should hold his krand for the
time being in respect of the St. Lucia train-
ing farm, otherwise he will lose a splendid
opportunity of placing a large number of
boys on farms. If he places a number of
Loys on the St. Lucia training farm just now,
at the end of six months when their period
of training cxpires the winter months will
be approaching, which are the slackest period
of the year on a farm. ITe will not then have
the rsame opportunity of placing boys in
positions and in good homes as he now has.
When a boy was placed with a farmer under
my suggestion the bank inspector could inter-
view the farmer in order to sce that the
bov’s welfare, both on the farm and in the
home. was looked after in every possible
wav. This is a means whereby the Minister
could help the farming community and the
State also hy getting unemployed boys placed
in the country. If these boys did not desire
to remain in the country the knowledge they
gained would stand to them in good stead
in after life. Their experience in the coun-
try would develop initiative.

If the boy on a farm gets lost in a pad-
dock he has to find his way out, and if he
has difficulty in mounting a horse he has
to overcome that difficulty. In that way
he develops self-reliance and independence

My, Edwards.]
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that will be an asset to him throughout his
life. I do not believe in pampering boys
at every turn, although some hon. members
on the Government side apparently think
otherwxse Consider any of the men who
have made their mark in the world and you
will find that their early training has con-
tributed in no small degree to making them
the real men that they are. The boy with
independence does not want to be pampered
and humbugged. The opportunity is await-
ing the Minister to do something in regard
to settling these boys on farms, and the
oppoztunlty should be seized at once because
when the crops are harvested and winter
comes the opportunity may not be present.
The Minister would do well to try to encour-
age parents to allow their sons to take posi-
tions on the land, and if their employment
is supervised by the Agricultural Bank
inspector of the district in which they work
all difficulty will be overcome. Once the
boys get accustomed to life in the country
they will love the open air life and the
healthy natural conditions under which they
work ; there will be no fear of their return-
ing to the cities.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude TValley)
[8. 20 p.m.]: To listen to the remarks of hon.
members opposite, one would imagine they
had a monopoly of consideration for the
welfare of the young people to whom employ-
ment 1s given on farms. Before I proceed to
deal with several points raised by hon.
members opposite, I desire to congratulate
the Minister personally, and also the Govern-
ment, for the very fine scheme inaugurated
at St. Lucia. It is highly desirable that
the best training should be given to boys so
that in the battle of life they may face
fearlessly the problems that require solu-
tion, first in their own interests and secondly
in the interests of the State. Whilst the
scheme at St. Lucia is onc to be commended
T wizh to add that perhaps the Minister
could investigate the possibilities of first
training these boys for a life on the land,
and then at the completion of their period
of training settling them on suitable areas
of land throughout the State. The Govern-
ment might well give consideration to that
suggestion,

Mr. Epwarps: TPut them on to Beer-
burrum, as you did the others!

Mr, BRASSINGTON: Apparently the
vision of the hon. member is so restricted
that he can see only a comparatively few
miles from the c¢ity. I have in mind
thousands of acres of excellent country in
the western districts of the State, and 1
commend the advisability of trained boys
being given the opportunity to demonstrate
the practicability of their knowledge.

It is noteworthy that despite the
criticism of hon. members opposite Victoria
recognises the excellence of the scheme now
in operation at St. Lucia, as the following
extract from the  Courier-Mail” of the
14th June last will indicate:—

‘“ Rtrar, TRaINING FOR Bovs.
‘‘ QUEENSLAND'S LEAD.
“Victorian Project.
¢ Melbourne, 14th June.
“ Following Queensland’s example, Vic-
toria is preparing to launch a compre-

hensive system of rural training for boys
under the aegis of the State Employ-

[Mr. Edwards.
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ment Council. The training will be for
six months—similar to that in the north-
ern State—in one of the following rural
industries, dairying, dried fruits, fruit-
growing, ‘mixed farming, wheatgrowing,
or sheep farming. After the completion
of training, the employers wiil Le
invited to engage trainees for a further
period at such wages as may be further
agreed upon between the movement ¢ud
the employer.

“ Farmers, orchardists, and others who
are willing to train boys between fourteen
and twenty years will be invited to apply
to the local vocational committees.
Generally the scheme follows the prin-
ciples latd down by Queensland in regard
to housmv board and lodging, and other
details.”

Hon. members opposite, particularly the
hon. member for Murilla, on every possible
occasion, not omly in this Committee but also
in the House, make a point of compuring
Victoria with Queensland; and the hon.
member for Murilla at any rate always
decides in favour of Victoria. If that State
is as progressive as the hon. member =ug-
gests, I recommend this statement from: the
daily press to him as demonstrating that the
arguments he has put farward to-night are
not justified.

Mr. Gopreey MORGAN:
Victoria to-night.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. mewmber
was DMinister for Transport in the last
Government, and, instead of giving prefer-
ence to a local man, he went to Victoria
to engage a high official forr the manageinent
of a coertain branch of the railway secvice.
The point I am making is this: why indulge
in cheap political propaganda for the pur-
pose of discrediting this very fine institution
at St. Lucia? Why not be fair and houeat
and admit that this scheme is so sound and
successful that the State froim which the hon.
member came is now adopting the ides .

Mr. GoprreY MoReAN: I did not condemu
the St. Lucia training farm.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I have a word or
two to say on the points the hon. member
stressed to-night. The hon. member painted
a rather vrosy picture of the conditions
obtaining on properties in Western Queens-
lond. 1 desire to join issue with the hou.
member. Owing. to the practical experi-
ence I have had in the direction he has
referred to and the memories that remain
with me of the things I have experienced,
I cannot wholehealtedlv suppart the hon.
member. I am familiar with the ronditions
that the hon. member endeavours to
gest are perfect.

I never mentioned

sug-

I know the conditions that have operated
for vears past, and 1 know they are still
operating despite what hon, members may
say to the contrary, and the fact that thoe
¢onditions remain is sufficient argument \xhv
the Industrial Court in this %mte should
operate in the interests of thoze emplored
upon properties throughout the West. Tt is
all very well to advise the Minister not to
be tao keen in connection with the conditions
under which these boys should be engaged
after they have completed their training.
I urge upon the Minister the necessity for
careful scrutiny of each agreement covering
boys who leave that farm for employment
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on farms and stations throughout Queens-
fand.

Mr. EDWARDS: Anybady can see that you
do not want the boys to go out on farms.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member
says I do not desire that the boys should
go out on farms. I say here to-night to
any young man in the city that if he is
seeking opportunity my advice to him is

to go out to the West or the North. I am
in favour of young people going out to
carve out their own destiny; but at the

same time I contend that they should have
ample protection and a fair deal. Hon.
members opposite have sought at all times
to misrepresent the Government’s policy. I
desire to remind hon. members opposite that
for wvears they have asked that boys be
trained, but they forget the important fact
that after such boys had worked for a long
period and received little in return for their
labour, and when they were fit to take the
place of men, hon. members opposite were so
concerned for their welfare that they abol-
ished the Industrial Court award covering
their conditions throughout various indus-
tries.  That is an indication of the concern
felt by hon. members opposite for these boys
after they have worked on farms and stations
for & number of years.

3fr, RusseLL: Your party is doing very
little for the boys.
Mr. BRASSINGTON: The hon. member

sav«< this party lras done very little for the
boys. There are many men who are enjoy-
ing decent wages and protection from the
Industrial Court and were it not for the
efforts of this party that court would not be
giving them the protection they are enjoying
to-day. I would join issue with hon. mem-
bers when they say we are not desirous of
¢iving the boys a chance. I certainly stand
for a higher principle than that of hon.
members opposite, when they passed the
ammendment of the Industrial Conciliation and
sitration Act that provided that after a
had served his period of apprenticeship
va$ a practical tradesman, he should have
to work for eightecn months at a rate lower
than that paid to artisans. These are the
gentlemen who to-day claim to be the friends
of the bovs. I ask hon. members of this
(‘onmittee and the people outside to judge
them on their past record and effort. They
will remember that hon. members opposite,
who professing to be the friends of the boys
to-night, arc the very men who in the past
made every endeavour to break down indus-
trial conditions and keep wages as low and
hours as long as possible. It is no use their
endeavouring to wipe out definite facts.

Mr. Dracox: How many men do you
employ ?

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I will be qguite
fair and candid. Owing to employers of

the wvalibre of the hon. member who has
interjected, throughout my early life I never
had the opportunity of making enough money
to e able to employ anyone, even in later
vears. Owing to their definite policy of low
wages and long hours I never had an oppor-
tunity of being able to employ anyone, and
consequently am the target for their sneers
and their boasting to-night.

Mr. KexNy: Many men that had only the
same chance made good.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I would say that
whilst I never had the opportunity of making
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money, neither would I stoop to some of the
mean, despicable practices that are to-day
indulged in to make money. I am pleased
to be in this Committee to say a word on
hehalf of men who had to undergo the same
conditions as myself during my early years
in the west of Queensland.

Mr. Kenny: You were too busy agitating.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Admitted. I was
too busy agitating. Whilst conditions were
bad and the working men were not receiving
their just dues, I aligned myself with them
and made every endeavour in my power to
obtain better conditions. So long as it is
possible for me so to do, I will make every
effort to right any wrong and if the condi-
tions of which hon. members opposite are
boosting to-night are ever again imposed I
will continue that agitation. I conclude by
asking the people outside this Committee not
to be drawn from the issue by the statements
made by hon. members.

Mr. EDWARDS : You know pretty well they
will not take much notice of you.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I admit that, per-
haps, people of intelligence of the hon.
member would not. I am appealing to_ the
intelligent section of the community. When
the opportunity comes to the people they
will endorse the policy of this Government
and they will remember the ruinous policy
put into effect by hon. members opposite.
Ther will keep them where they deserve to
be for all time, in the cold shades of Opposi-
tion.

Mr. FOLEY (Wormanby) (8.34 p.m.]: It is
quite evident from the remarks of hon. mem-
bers opposite who have spoken on this matter
that they have no intention whatever of
giving any credit either to the Government
or the Minister for initiating the St. Luecia
Training Farm for Boys. FKrom their tone
it is quite evident that they do not want the
farm. The fact that the Government have
established the farm and are turning out
much more useful boys than they otherwise
would-have been is apparently very distasteful
to hon. members opposite. The hon. member
for Cooroora argued that the better thing
would be to “scrap’ the farm and allow
the hoys to take their chance and get out and
rough it, put up with the hardships of the
bush, and eventually they would be broken
in and become useful bush workers. I take
it that the average farmer in Queensland
to-day appreciates what is being done by the
Minister and the Government in an endea-
vour to give instruction in the rudiments of
farming to the young boys who are nomin-
ated to the St. Lucia farm. so that at least
they will have some training which will
enable them to take up their duties with
some farmer in this State. I take it that is
the main object that the Government had
in establishing this farm.

Surely to goodness hon. members opposite
will be fair enough to recognise the fact
that after a boy has had six months’ train-
ing in a school like this he is much better
fitted to take his part on a farm than a lad
who goes out to a farm without any previous
experience and does not know at what end
of the cow to commence milking or what
end of the horse he should start to harness'
I know that the custom in the past has been
to allow the boy to take his chance, and
that with many employers he has gener-
ally had a pretty rough time. I have been
through the mill. I was reared in a country

Mr. Foley.]
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district. I had some knowledge of riding,
axe work, and other bush occupations in
station work.

Mr. Epwarps: Did you ever break any
horses into the shafta?

My, FOLEY: Yes. I have broken in
more horses than the hon. member, and I
have broken them in both for 11d1ng and
harness, I have done more classes of bush
work, and I have done it more effectively,
than any member of the Opposition. 1
advise them not to cast any sneers at me,
but to try them on someone else. I have
some knowledge of the subject that I am

discussing, because, as I have stated, I have
heen tlnouyh the mill. Despite the fact that
1 had a fair knowledge of the work required

on a station, T as a lad received all the
rcbuffs and all the abuses one could possibly
receive from that hard old pioneer in the
northorn part of the State, Mr. J. . Clark,
of Taurenceleigh Station. No matter how
carly you got out of bed, he considered that
vou should have been up carlier, and no
matter what vou did or how effectively you
did the job, it could have been done better.
I do not say that every farmer would act
like that towards the boys. There is no
doubt that there are some very good farmers
in Quecnsland; but I hold that a lad who
has received a rough training for six months
irr an appropriate school has a much better
chance of carrying out the job for the
average farmer.

Hon. members opposite have stated that
aiter the average boy has reccived a wage
of 10: a weck and his keep for a number
of years he cventually will be able to start
on his own. I know of the case of a young
lad who has been through that period of
training. He was reared in the vieinity of
my home at West End, but his home is now
at Coorparoo. The Minister can have his
name privately if he requires it. This lad
has just completed seven months on a farm,
and, according to the story told by his
imother from letters written by the lad, he
iz not receiving that measure of treatment
to  which hon, members opposite have
veferred.  He has to commence work early
in the morning, and he finishes at 8§ o’clock
at night. His wages are 10s. a weck, not
15, or £1 & weck as hon. members opp051to
suggest,  Whilst he was there he received
a letter from Cauon Garland, asking hum to
save his wages whilst he was working until
he had saved £200. When he had saved
£200 he would be able to purchase a farm
for himself with the aid of the various
schemes launched by the Government for
the purpose. A wage of 10s. a week means
only £26 per annum, and after allowing £1
for spending money, a period of four years
would elapse before he had saved his first
£100.

Mr. Gonrrey MORGAN :
10s. a week to start.

Mr. FOLEY: I admit that his wages
would probably be inereased; but from my
experience they are increased very slowly
indeed. He would start at 10s. a week, then
the wage would be increased to 12s. 6d., and
probably to 15s, after he had been there a
long time. In this particular case the lad
sent home his wage of 10s. a week; but it
has cost his parents more than 10s. a week
to provide clothes and other incidentals,
including pocket money, for the boy dmmrr
the seven months that he has been in this
job. T have had some experience of work-

{HMr. Foley.
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ing for 10s. a week. I had to be up at day-
light in the morning to hunt up the night
horse, which meant walking through the wet
grass.

An OvposITiox MEMBER :
do that.

Mr. FOLEY : I do not object to thut noy
did I cbject at the time, but I should like
to remind hon, members that a bov cannot
purchase boots, trousers, and other clothing

Every lud haz to

out of a miserable 10s. a week and have any-
thing left at the end of the year. A isd who
goes out morning after morning through the

wet grass would naturally wear out his boots
and trousers much more quickly than other-
wise. Those are factors not taken into con-
sideration. That is partly the reases why
many boys cannot be induced to go on farms
and why parents withhold their s
Those are the actual facts of a cas:
was brought under my notice within the la»t
few weeks. Lxery parent cannot afford

Q

subsidise his son’s wages by renewing his
clothes, and keep him supplied with ineci-
dentals aud pocket money.

furm the
v that

I wish the St. Lucia training
best success. I suggest to the Min
when making agreements with f s he
should endeavour to securce a wagzs of at
least £1 a week for a boy who hus bud six
monthy’ training on the farm.

Mr. Russern: What age would tusr hog
be?

Mr. FOLEY : Sixteen year: and upsards,
after he has had six months 1t dning ab
&t. Lucia. He would have gained o fair

learned how to use
Jearned

knowledge of fencing,
the axe and splis timber,
plough a straight furrow, how to b=
milk, feed poultry and pigs, and do :
clenmntal\ work about the farm. If
lad is not worth £1 a week to the »

crage
farmer we might as well abandon the St

These lads whoe go
from early in the
That wage iz not
wirhout

Lucia training farm.
out at 10s. a week work
nrorning till late at night.
sufficient o keep them in clothin:
taliing into account a little spending r
when they go to town ocmsmnall\ Conse-
quently, it is not surprising that the average
lad turns down offers of ('mplowzw\ at. I a
minimum wage of approximately £1 a week

and keep were offered to bors boetter
response  would follow. To expect the
average lad of seventeen or ecighteen .ears

to dcccpt 10s. a week is asking a litr

hit
too much. The 3t. Lucia training P

vides opportunities for boys, pa r;uuj'lr}y
those from the city. to secure tha rough
training that is neceesary for the v'w‘
was reared in a country dlstnct ang poss

a fair average experlence in rid
rough bush work. and naturally I was morve
useful than the average boy. I was slways
able to make a success of any average bush
job. The lad in the city has not the same
opportunity for he hdldJV sces a horse or
stock, or knows what 1is required on a
station or farm, consequently the St. T.ucia
training farm fits such a boy for the duties

required of him. At the same time, it is
doing a service to_ the farm('r who will not
require to watch his lad at every turn as

if he had come direcet from the cit:

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [8.47 mn.]:
After hearing hon. members opposit: it 15
quite ecasy to see why the St. Lucia training
farm is not a success, and why boys do not
go there for training. It is quite wvident
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that hon. members opposite are doing their
best to quietly discourage boys from going
to the farm and making it a success, They
are also doing their best to prevent the
farmer from getting labour by pointing out
the hardships that the boy must undergo
even after he has had his training. I sup-
pose parents interview the member for the
district and ask his opinion as to what is
required of bovs on a farm after they have
finished their training.

After- hearing the hon. member for Nor-
manby and the hon. member for Fortitude
Valley, would any parent send his boy to
St. Lucia to be trained as a farmer? Is it
any wonder that the scheme is not a success?
Another point is that the training that the
boy gets there does not fit him for all the
work on a farm. He may be taught to
handle a couple of horses and a single-
furrow plough, and to milk a cow. Prob-
ably the milkipg is the only thing that
makes him useful in modern farming, but
he can learn to milk afte1 a few days on
a farm. Handling a couple of horses is no
use, because on a farm of any size a couple
of horses arc never yoked. The team of
horses would probably number four, five,
or six,

Mr. G. C. Taveor: Don’t you put the har-
ness on a fifth horse in the same way that
vou put it on the first one?

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member claims
to have been on a farm at one time, and he
might have handled a couple of horses,
but let him go to a farm where he expects
full wages and ask the farmer to trust him
with a big team of horses and an expensive

plant.  The fact is that farmers have to
know the capabilities of their employees
before they will trust them in that way.

I have had boys working for me at different
times. I trusted one lad with a team of
horses, and his inability to handle the team
cost me £25 before the day was out, because
the horses got away from him. Hvery
farmer knows such a thing is possible with
an inexperienced man, You cannot expect
a farmer to take a lad from the training
farin at St. Lucia and give him the wages
of a trained hand, because the small training
he has had at St. Lucia does not make him
useful enough.

The SECRETARY FOR  AGRICULTURE: You
don't call £1 a weck wages for a trained
hand. do you?

Mr. DEACON: Let the hon. gentleman
consider the wages of the farmer himself.
His business Is not a payable one at all at
the present time. Wheatgrowing is a dead
Joss,  You cannot grow wheat at 2s. 6d. a
bushel, which is all the wheatgrowers have
received so far this vear. - A good many
wheatgrowers have not even received that,
for damaged wheat, used as feed wheat, has
only netted them 1s. 6d. a bushel. You can-
not make a profit on that. What is the
good of talking about high wages when you
are only paying low wages to the farmer?
The average price that the farmer receives
for butter will not warrant high wages, and
the same remarks apply to maize, chaff,
and, in fact, anything that is produced on
a farm. How can you pay high wages w hen
low prices are 1ecenu1“ "VIachmexv is
dear, for the mechanics in manufacturing
industries are paid award rates—high wages
—that are added to the cost of the
machinery. In the last fifteen years the
price of machinery has more than doubled,
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as has also the cost of raw materials—iron,
wire, etc.—used on the farm. At the same
time vou find that the prices of primary
products have been cut in half. In the face
of all these circumstances, what is the use
of asking the farmer to pay high wages?
I.et any hon. member opposite see if he can
make a profit under these circumstances.
It is not possible. If the Government are
going to train boys as farmers let them
tell them that they will be working for
people who themselves receive low wages,
and that it is not possible for the boys to
get any more. How can the flultglower,
the poultry raiser, or how can any primary
producer pay high wages if he is not getting
high wages himself ? It is only an existence.

Mr. G. C. TayLoR: Can you tell us why
thev do not make wages?

_ Mr. DIRACON: Because they are produc-
ing more than the market can take.

Mr. G. C. Tavror: Why did you slaughter
the market by putting the industrialists out
of v»o‘"k

DEACON : Let the hon. member bear
in mmd that this slump in prices still exists.
The Government of whom the hon. member
is a supporter have been borrowing millions
of money and spending it in an endeavour
to create an industrial market; but it has
not increased that market. Surely hon. mem-
bers opposite can add two and two together.

My, G. C. Tavror: It makes twenty-two
sometimes.

Mr. DEACON: That is where the hon.
member makes a mistake in dealing with
these questions. It does not make twenty-
two, but he thinks it does, It would be
much better to abolish the farm at St. Lucia
because the lads are discouraged to go there.
Hon. members opposite do not favour the
farm. They are carrying it on to make a
show. Tt is a make believe that they want
the lads to go on the land. If hon. members
do not want them to go on the land, why not

ell them so? There are some openings for
l'mds on the land, more openings than there
are lads applwng for admittance to the
training farm. The farming industry can be
carried on without these lads; so far as
that goes it might be better for the farmers
if there were no new farms, for they would
get better prices for their ploducts Why all
this humbug about the welfare of the boys
and putting them on the land when hon.
members opposite do not believe what they
say ?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [8.57 p.an.]:
T wish to congratulate the Minister on the
stand he has taken in regard to the St.
Lucia Training Farm for Boys in making
available £1, 009 ‘and also in making avail-
able the sum of £6,000 for the development
of the agricultural, horticultural, and dairy-
ing industries and for scientific investiga-
tions.

I listened with a great deal of interest
to some of the statements made by hon.
members opposite; and it appears to me that
hon. members opposite are endeavouring to
fasten the blame on the Government for the
fact that a sufficient number of boys are
not applving for positions on the land. I do
rot accept that statement as representing the
true state of affairs. 1 agree with the
remarks of certain hon. members on this side
of the Committee that the Minister should
exercise great care and caution in allowing

Mr. P. K. Copley.]
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boys to leave the training farm to go on
farms outside. T say that for the reason that
the experience of some who have gone to
work on farms has not been a very happy
one. Objection has already been made to
the statement that 10s. a week is quite suffi-
cient for a boy who is working on a farm.
That wage is a great improvement on the
sum that was paid to farm hands years ago.
About two years ago such a case came under
my notice, and the facts relating to it were
published in the press during the 1932 elec-
tion campaign., It was the case of a lad
who was deprived of his father very early in
life, and whose mother was compelled to
seelt work, with the result that she was not
able to look after the child, who was taken
under the care of the State Children’s
Department. At the age of thirteen he was
sent out to a farm and was indentured for
five years, and at the end of that period he
was returned to his mother. Inquiries elicited
the fact that the amount of £7 stood to
the boy’s credit at the State Children’s
Department.  An amount of £5 was made
available to him to purchase a clothing

outfit. When that purchase had been made
the boy and his mother, having no fares
to go home, proceeded to walk across

Victoria Bridge, and when doing so his hat,
which was the only one he had pos%essed
sinee he left the care of the State home,
was blown into the river.

At 9.2 pm.,
Mr. Grepsox resumed the chair.
Mr. P. K. COPLEY : The boy came back,

but could obtain nothing from the depart-
ment by way of a further advance. This lad
stated quite frankly that during the five years
he was on the farm he never wore a pair of
boots and, although he was eighteen ycars
of age, when he arrived back home he had
to endeavour to get into the clothes with
which he went on to the farm. These con-
ditions eoul‘d not obtain to-day—it would be
a sad day for Queensland if they did—but
that incident shows what did obfain in the
past.  Many of our citizens wrealise the
~laxel v they had to, undergo when commenc-
ing on a farm, and it is no wonder that
Ihoy will not allow their offspring, even
though unemployed, to go out on to farms,
because they fear they may have to undergo
the same treatment and perform a scan-
dalous amount of work under slavery con-
ditions that they themselves had to do.

Mr. MaHer: Hard work never hurt any-

body.

Mr, P, K. COPLEY: I am not raising
any question regarding hard work killing
anyone, but there is a difference between a

man doing work and a growing boy doing
it. The latter requires care and needs to be
nurtured so that he will grow into the man
that every male adult in this community
hopes to become, with an alert mind in an
able and robust body. Many conditions are
attached to the boy on a farm. Te has to
rise early on a winter's morning and get
out into the frosty air. He should not be
askked to do that in tattered clothing with
his little body unprotected, or pvotocted to
such a degree that he receives very little or
no shelter from the elements.

Mr. KrocH interjected.
Mr. P. K. COPLEY: These are all

things that have to be considered. It is not
the present Government who are jeopardis-

[Mr. P. K. Copley.
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ing the St. Lucia farm, but the farmers them-
selves. The latter are not prepared to pay
a decent wage. In the industrial arena,
where the apprenticeship scheme iz applied,
there is a graduated scale of payment fok
apprentices which probably could nst be
applied to the man on the land or the farm.
He may not be able to pay that wag The
hon. member for Cunningham pus forward
his best argument from his point of view

regarding tho prices obtained f maize,
butter, and other things, but it is of no
avail to say that every farmer or wan on
the land is not earning even wage One
has only to look at statistics and sec the

taxation that some of these people =re pay-
ing, pedple in the fruit industry d the
datrying industry. It is no use hon. mem-
bers opposite crying ‘ poor mcuth’ on be-
half of every person engaged in primary

industries. There are, no doubt, instances
wherce men commencing on the laz owing
to the poor nature of the soil or shortage

of finance, have not been able to make a
succoss of their undertaking. There may be
some other rcason for the failure, such as
inability to procure the Jatest in H‘mmlt\
for the particular industry. These thi

have to be considered, and T quite rva

that in some instances hardship is ovous .o\nod

but the same thing applies ta the
ship scheme. Some employers fi
out on their own a hardship. ae
of conditions apply to the man on the land
as apply to the one in the city, but I canndé
allow hon. members to say that the present
(lovernment arc endeavouring to | the
scheme. As I pointed out, it is being jeopar-
dised by a lack of interest on the part of
hon. members opposite and those whom they
represent, the moneyed class and the farmers
and others. If thev took a keener interest
in the well being of the boys, and we were
able to prove to the parents that such
tances as were raised by the hOD racmber
for Normanhy could not exist under the pre-
sent Administration. the parents would not be
so loth to let their boys go to the farms.
I hope the Minister w ill persevere with the

SHTO tice-
1rtimg

tcheme. but I sound a notc of warni that
he must take very great care to that
the bovs are well looked after are

visited, occasionally, by an inspector of his
department.,  We must not return to the
conditions obtaining twentv-five ov thirty
vears ago. which were scandalous.

Mr. MATIER (West Moreton) [9.5 p.o.j:
I think T heard the hon. member for Merthye
interject that the farmers were a lot of
scomndrels.

Mr. Kroom: I did not say all of them,
I said some of them were.
Mr. MAHER: The hon. member aid the

farmers were sconndrels.

Mr. Krogu: I rise to a point of orvder.
The hen. member for West Moreton has
made one of his usunal statements or one of
his usnal charges in an endeavour to ‘‘ put
in”’ another hon. member. When I inter-
jected T did not say that all farmers were

scoundrels. I said some of the farmers are
scoundrels and have exploited some of the
bovs that had been sent out to them.
*“ Some” of the farmers, and the hon. mem-

her for West Moreton knows that, too. =0
that I ask that he withdraw his statement.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!

The hon. member for West Moretowt must
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accept the denial of the hon.
Merthyr.

Mr. MAHER: I am capable of inter-
preting the remarks of the hon. member,
and I have a very keen set of ears. I cer-
tainly heard what the hon. member said. [
only wish to remind the hon. member that
he comes from a country that has furnished
the world with some of its best farmers, and
I can just imagine what sort of a reception
he would get at the Irish Club if he were
to repeat the same statement there, where
nost of the members are the descendants of
Irish farming stock. The hon., member for
Normanby and the hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley endeavoured to show that the
farmer was some kind of ogre and that the
boya who secured employment with the
farmers in Queensland would have a pretty
rough time. On this subjeet I wish to place
it the witness-box no less a person than the
Promier himself. I have by me a copy of
the Queensldnd Times,” which I secured
earlier in the day for another purpose. It
contains a speech delivered by the Premicr
at Gatton Coilege on dlploma day, and i} is
relevant to thg debate under discussion.

Mr. W. T. Kine:

that function?

Mr. MAHER : I was. I heard the speech,
and this is what the Premier had to say—

“It had Dbeen suggested to him
recently by the DBrisbane Chamber of
Commerce that arrangements should he
made for the Department of Agriculture
to send competent lecturers to schools 1o
impress on boys in the senior classes the
opportunities ‘offered by the lifc on the
land, went on the Premier. That had
been done.

“ But I am satisfied that it is not the
boys who require the lectures, but the
parents. I regret exceedingly to state that
openings for employment actually are
available, but cannot be filled from Bris-
bane at present. Unfortunately, parents
will not allow their children to leave
their care for fear that conditions might
not be satisfactory.

“To them I wish,
give this message:—

* Most of the people I have met in
rural areas in Queensland are good,
honest-to-God people who will at all
fimes give boys the care and attention
to which they are entitled, so that from
the standpoint of decent conditions, the
cinpioyment that is offering may be
accepted with confidence. Furthermore,
it must be realised by every parent that
the most critical period in a boy’s life
is that between the ages of fourteen
and twenty-one years. It is ocssential
then that their training should be in the
direction of building sound characters
as our future citizens. The best habit
they may be urged to cultivate is that
of industry. It is horrible to contem-
plate the number of those growing up
in the community who are not trained
in the habits of industry, who are not
absorbed in professions, and who are
living under conditions subversive of
their future. When parents consider
these matters they should seriously think
of their boys’ prospects.”

That was a very commonsense speech
detivered by the Premier at Gatton College

Were you not present at

in all sincerity, to
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and it illustrates how unthinking was.the
interjection made by the hon. member for
Merthyr reflecting upon the farming com-
munity, He has stated that there are
scoundrels amongst the farming community.
The speech by the Premier also goes %o
prove that the fears expressed by the hon.
member for Normanby and the hon. member
for Fortitude Valley have no foundation in
fact. The Premier has stated that the
farming community in this State are good
honest-to-(God people to whom parents may
entrust their hoys with confidence that they
will be properly cared for whilst on the
farm.
Last year I asked the Secretary for Agri-
culture the following questions:—
“ 1. What amount of money has been
expended at St. Lucia farm school on—
{a) Salaries; (h) machinery, hors
ness, and gonnml 1equlrement:; }
tion of buildings, cost of furnishings and

equipment; and {d) miscellaneous expen-
diture mnot provided for in the fore-
going ?

2. ITow many boys have been trained
and placed on farms?

“ 3. What was the actual cost o the
State finances for each boy so traimed
and placed?

“4. To what fund are those outgoings
charged ™’

The Minister’s
was—

“1 (a) £210 7s. 2d.;
(r) £1,030 8s. 3d.:
11d.”

That made a total of approximately £2.760
for the capital expenditure and exp
geverally up to that date, August, 1933,
answers to the other questions weve—
“ 2. Fifty boys were cm‘oliodAat the
opening of the institution. Thirty-six
who have completed their training, have
been placed on farms. It is anticipated
that the balance will shortly be paacﬂ'l
More applications from emplove. are
being received for these boys than can
be filled.
3. Approximately £20.
“ 4, Commonwealth-State Loan—Relicf
of unemployment.” .

reply to the first ¢uestion
(b) £465 13s. 5¢.;
and (d) £1.081 12s.

ses
The

It will be seen that t]}e average nst of
training bovs ab that time was £20 each,
It would bhe Lu- better if  the Minister

abolished the S8t. Lucia training farm, saved
the State the mpnal and overhead (\pr 1idi-
ture involved in its maintenance, and subs
sidised sclected farmers £20 cach fo edu-
cate a boy under true farming conditions.
The object of the scheme is to provide boys
with farm training. =~ What bettn farm
training could a bov have than under true
farming conditions under the direction of
the farmer himself? If the State able
to bear a cost of £20 for each boy who g20es
through the training farm school, would it
not be better to subsidise a farmer with
a first-class farm to inculcate true farming
principles into a boy, with a promise thaf
when the period of training e\plred he
would find him a position on the farm? That
would be a better means of encouraging
youths to go on the land than the one
offered by the Minister. Iu my experience
it is not necessary to even go thus far. The
Minister, on his own admission, is unable
to get a sufficient supply of boys for the

Mr. Maher.]
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St. Lucia training farm school to cope with
the demand {rom farmers. In other words,
there are a great many more vacancies on
the farms than there are boys offering.
"That state of affairs produced the condition
which caused the Premier to make that
speech he did last year at Gatton on diploma
day. When there is a demand for baoys,
why not let the boys secure their jobs
divectly from farmers? They will then be
able to secure training in tho ordinary way,
as has been the practice hitherto? My sug-
gestion is a much better business proposi-
tron.

Supply.

I should like to ascertain from the Minis-
ter what fund is maintaining the St. Lucia
training farm school. From his answer to
me last year it appeared that the school
was being maintained and equipped from
loan funds. For the first time we are called
upon to vote £1,000 in these Estimates for
the maintenance of the schonl, Will that
sum cover all the 1eq111remenfs of the school,
or is that amount to be subsidised from
foann iunds? The Committee should know

whar amount of money is required for this
pulys-c
Tn m{pmionce farmers pay in wages

to 1t employees the amennt which they
are able to pay according to the ruling
prices of their produets. If times are good,
and high prices rule for wheat, they pay
a fair wage to all their emplowo If pros-
perous times exist in the dairy industry,
and the farmers receive a fair price for their
butter they, in turn, are willing to pay their
employees a high wage. Every hon. mem-
ber y takes an intelligent interest in the
affairs of the country knows how badly our
producers are faring and how difficult it
15 for them to pay a high wage scale. My
principle always has been that industry
should pay to those engaged in it what 1t
can afford to pay, no more and no less.

Mr. Kroan: You
the boy?

2Iv. MAHER: 1 do not believe in exploit-
ing anvbody. My principle is a fair deal
to all. 1 have always adopted that principle
in oy relationship with men who have
worked for me. It seems to me that if I
were placed in the same position as many
dairy {favmers are in my electorate—many
of them are not earning as much as many
relief workers and much less than the basic
vuge—it would not be a question of what 1
should like to pay. but what I could pay.
You mnst cut your suit according to your
cloth, end the farmer is in the predicament
to-day that he can only pay a low wage.
I know of cases where lads are employed
in the West Moreton electorate at 10s. a
week amd keep, and are very glad to get
he training at that wage. Nothing that
we c¢un do by awards or statutes can alter
the «ouditions, for the prices are so poor
that farimers are unable to pay a higher
wagr scale. In this instance the State would
do Detter in the general interests by aban-
doning the training farm at St. Lucia and
cither adopting my suggestion to subsidise
the r(u‘nm\ to take the boys on the basis of
£20 a2 head with a promise of a job there-
after. or allow matters to remain as they
were—that s, to allow the demand for farm
bogrs to be supplied from the farming dis-
tricts and from the city of Brisbane through
the <ndrm‘ s which have always been recog-
nited and used in Queensland,

[Mr. Maher.

believe in exploiting
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Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggcera) {9.20
p.m.]: I cannot allow this vote to go through
without replying to some of the statements
made by some hon. members opposite. It
was indeed humorous to listen to the dis-
course of the hon. member for Cunningham,
who recited a miserable tale in his efforts
to decry the action of the Government in
preparing the younger generation for what
Opposition members have always maintained
is the be-all and end-all of life in this coun-
try. The hon. member suggested that the
tuition received at St Lucia was not in
lkeeping with the requirements of the average
farmer who requires boy labour. In an
attempt to prove his case the hon. member
used the illustration that at St. Lucia a boy
was taught to yoke up two horses and handle
a single-furrow plough, a form of education
that the hon. member suggested would be
of no value to him in after life on a farm,
because the boy would probably bave to yoke
up six horses and use a four or six-furrow
plough. Anyone possessing even the rudi-
ments of farm education knows that te
handle a team of horses successfully you
must first be able to handle one horse. I
take it that cven the hon. member for Cun-
ningham knows that a person who can handle
a \mﬂle furrow plough successfully can, when
he is able to handle three to six horses, use
a four or six-furrow plough, as the case may
be. I is easier to plough with a disc plough
than with the ordinary old type plough. I
have been behind the plough under circum-
stances that probably the hon. member for
Cunningham has not experienced. I guaran-
tee it is harder to plough on a three-in-one
batter than it is to plough land in a pad-
dock for fallowing or sowing purposes. I
have had experience in tank smkmg proposi-
tions. and I do not think the hon. member
would deny that a person who can handle
a single- furrow plough would not be able to
negotiate successfully the fifth and sixth
horses when he is taught to work horses
abreast. So far as the harnessing proposi-
tion is concerned, the collar goes on the fifth
horse in much the same way as it goes on
the first one, and the reins and the breech-
ing fit in the same manner, In all the cir-
cumstances the Government are to be com-
mended for their efforts in the direction of
training boys for farm work.

We have heard the cry from the Opposi-
tion that boys arc demanded for farm work,
vet to-night” the hon. member for Cunnm"-
I]am.admlts that not too many jobs are
offering, The hon. member advances argu-
ments diametrically opposed to those pre-
viously adduced by him in an endeavour to
convince the Government that they should
abolish the 8t. Lucia Training Farm for
Boys. There are many lads in the (lity of
Brisbane who, if given the opportunity by
their parents, would gladly avail themselves
of the opportunities offered at St. Lucia
training farm and later on go out to work
on farms; but unfortunately the tragedy of
the whole thing is that the parents are to
blame. I am sorry to say that in nine cases
out of ten that is the state of affairs. It
would be much better if the parents recog-
nised the fact that the secondary industries
to-day do not offer the same opportunities
of employment to the rising generation. If
that fact were rccognised by parents, they
might induce their lads to go to St. Lucia.
Taken as a whole, the farming fraternity
are of a splendid type; but you will get
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klack sheep in every flock; and unfortun-
ately the actions of a few always appear
to be in the forefront when a matter affect-
ing the whole is under consideration. I know
that the St. Lucia training farm provides
boys with an elementary knowledge of farm-
ing which is very essential. On one occasion I
accompanied the Minister on a visit to the
institution, and I had the spectacle afforded
to me of boys cutting down trees for the
purpose of obtaining rails. Their instructor
was apparently conversant with bush work,
because he was able to instruct the boys on
the type of tree to select for the purpose
of getting the posts and to look for the grain
in the timber in order to obtain the best
gplit.  That knowledge is essential to a
farmer as well as any other individual who
goes to live in the bush, If a man takes
up virgin country he has to be able to split
his own posts and fence it. After the boys
receive instruction in this type of work they
are taught to handle pigs and they are made
conversant with the characteristics of the
different breeds, they arve taught to handle
horses and to separate milk. That elemen-
tary tuition is necessary for a young lad
who intends to go on a farm. A knowledge
f cattle is also necessary. Tt is only natural
that a boy reared in the citv will probably
not adapt himself to the conditions of farm
life as readily as a boy who is bred on a
farm. A boy ‘who has had six months’ train-
ing at St. Lucia is worth a wage of 10s.
a week, and is deserving of fair treatment
which in ninety-six cases out of a hundred
he gets. When I was a boy I had to handle
an axe and build a yard to put the bullocks
in. 1 have gone at four o’clock in the morn-
ing to catch a horse to round up the bullocks.
That is a phase of country life that the
modern boy will not have to experience;
because horses and mechanical devices are
now used instead of bullocks. The tuition
a boy receives at St. Lucia will equip him
for the life that he intends to follow.

Whatever the cost of this farm, whether
£2.000 or £3,000, is quite beside the point.
Hon. members oppoqtc may criticise the
CGovernment for the expenditure of this
amount of money, but I claim that if the
(fovernment are able to place fifty boys on
farms each year and keep them there, thereby
raking thom away from the city, they will
do a service to the State worth more than
£2.000.  After all, that is the point we have
ra consider. Tt is a well known fact that
the conditions obtaining on farms to-day are
different from what they were thirty or
forty rcars ago. In fact. all the conditions
surrounding the employment of youth are
different. In past years, in order to enter
one of the skilled trades such as engineering
or carpentering, the parents of a boy had to

pav a premium., In most instances tho
lad had to work for mnothing for six
months. It was, probably, because of the

prevalence of such conditions in the sec-
ondary industries that more of our youths
were forced into the rural industries than
otherwise would have been the case. Parents
could not afford to pay the premiums
demanded, nor could they allow their sons
to work for nothing during six months. Con-
seqiently, many of the lads were sent to
work on farms at a wage of 5s. a week and
keep. In my voung days that was considered
a fan wage, but thank goodness the Labour
Party came into e\lsfervo and conditions
bave been improved. It is only because of
thie agitation of men such as members
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in this Chamber on the Government side
that improved conditions of employment for
wyouths, as well as adults, were brought. aboug,
and we will see to it that the boys who do
go out to farm receive a wage of at least
10s. or 15s. a week and keep. The problem
facing the nation is the employment of the
youth of that nation, and if the present
Government expend £5 000 per annum and
increase the number of students at the St.
Luecia training farm and get them out on to
the land, then that money has been well
spent and the Government are to be com-
mended.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [9.34 p.m.]:
I was somewhat surprised to find that certain
members oun the opposite side of the Com-
mittee apparently resent an expenditure of
£1000 as a small contribution towards the
solution of the problems surrounding the
unemployment of the youth of our State. T
have heard all kinds of opinions during the
day concerning the desirability or otherwise
of training boys. I have heard hon. members
opposite spcal\mor of the 1nt110‘1(lo of farm-
ing. I have heard them qa\'mg from time
to time that a vers definite training is neces-
sary in order to become a succes ssful farmer.
1 agree with that view. but when the State
embarks on a scheme for which Parliament
is being asked to vote £1,000 for the current
vear, then we find hon. members grudge that
expenditure. Is their opposition based on
fair argument or does it arise out of a
selfish consideration of the realisation that a
boy going out from St. Lucia iz under the
control and jurisdiction of the department
and we are capable of secing to it that that
boy receives satisfactory tleatment

The greatest problems we are facing to-day
in our State are those associated with unem-
ployed youth. I can visualise no future for
a nation that doecs not make some contribu-
tion towards the education and absorption of
that youth in satisfactory forms of endea-
vour, and T know of mo more satisfactory
form’ of endeavour than work on the land.
I am really shocked to discover that hon.
members opposite, or some hon. membeb

opposite, resent the \otmg of £1, 000 towards
the solution of a question that is of out-
standing importance and if not solved may
casily wreck the social structure not only
of our State but also of the world generally.
Do you think, Mr. Gledson, that the adoles-
cent is going to be content ‘with relief work,
that he is going to be content with the thmvs
that the clh of‘i‘eb without employment'?

Mr: Deacox: I rise to a point of order.
The Minister has stated that hon. members
on this side object to the expenditure of
£1,000 on St. Lucia. Neither I. nor any
other hon. member on this side, has objected
to this expenditure. T ask that the Minister
withdraw that remark.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: There
is no point of order. The Minister is entitled
to reply to the remarks that have been made.

Mr. Dracox: He is not entitled te make
an untrue statement.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The
Minister did not say that the hon. member
for Cunningham objected to this expenditure.
e said that some hon. members on my left
objected to the expenditure.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
Allow me to be a little more specific. I

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.}
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have no desire to wound the tender suscep-
tibilities of the hon. member for Cunning-
ham. I am delighted to know that he has
been converted to a supporter of the St.
Lucia scheme. I am glad to know that he
approves of this expenditure of £1,000, but
I wish that he would convince the hon.
member for Cooroora, the hon. member for
West Moreton, and other hon. members oppo-
site who advocated the closing down of the
St. Lucia training farm. The closing down
of the farm at St. Lucia would mean that
we would not spend this meagre £1,000,
which is altogether too small a sum to
expend on a problem that is confronting us.
The suggestion has been made that we could
train the boys on the farms. May I remind
hon. members that that scheme is in opera-
tion and is maintained by my colleague,
the Secvetary for Labour and Industry? But
that scheme has not met with the success that
it deserves. There are parents with whom
1 repeatedly come in contact who realise that
it is necessary for the boy to have some
fundamental training before he goes into
the bush, There 1s a physiological and
psychological aspect of this question. The
phvsiological aspect of the St. Lucia farm
is that there we determine whether a boy
has the capacity and liking for farm work,
and from the psychological aspect we decide
whether the boy has an instinctive desire to
go on the farm or will become depressed
by the fact that he is absolutely inefficient
and unacquainted with farming processes and
likely to abandon his intention to become a
farmer and return to the city, there, unfor-
tunately, to find no work.

Much has been said by hon. members on
botht sides of the Chamber about the need
for having the right type of employer. I
take this opportunity to assure parents that
no cffort is spared by my department to find
the right type of employer. We receive more
applications from farmers for boys than we
have boys available, and we are able to pick
and choose and send the boys to the best
type of employers. We have a satisfactory
guidance in that regard by the useful service
of our estimable Mr. Holmes who is asso-
ciated with the Immigration Department. 1
understand that be has been responsible for
placing some 400 boys in employment under
another scheme. He does not lose contact
with the employers and he can tell us at any
moment whether an employer is a desirable
onc or not. I can assure hon. members that
I regard it as pars of my personal duty
to see that these boys obtain satisfactory
cmployment,

Rome suggestion has been made that the
wige of 10s. a week is inadequate. I again
retnind hon. members that that wage is not
the average wage and that many of our boys
are receiving a great deal more than 10s.
a weck on the farms on which they are work-
mg at the present time. Hon. members
opposite have stated that we should go back
to the old haphazard scheme under which a
bov who required a job went along to a
registration office or to the Labour Bureau.
Under that scheme he would probably go
out to a job, become dissatisfied, and réturn
to tire city, It is suggested by hon. members
opposite that we should adopt that scheme
in place of an organisation for the enlist-
ment of boys in the service of agriculture.
St. Lucia has given us that organisation, and
St. Lucia is tending to create landminded-
ness. Tt has attracted attention as an
nreanisation throughout Brisbane. The New
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Settlers’ League, the Rotary Club, and kin-
dred bodies are behind the Government in
this movement. I have never closed the door
of St. Lucia to anybody who desires to see
what is being done there.

Hon. members opposite have criticised
St. Lucia. I do not desire to make any
wrong statements to this Committee or do
anyone an injustice, but as a resu:t of
inquiries I can honestly say that with the
exception of the hon. member for Toowong,
who was present at the opening of the farm
at St. Lucia, no member of the Opposition
has visited St. Lucia, or made any endea-
vour to discover just what is being done
there. Docs that provide a fair basis for
criticism? Is it fair to criticise an institu-
tion which is definitely attempting to make
a contribution to the solution of a problem
of gigantic importance to the State without
taking the trouble to go out there and see
what is being done? I repecat that I shall
be happy to extend an invitation to any
hon. member of this Committee—this is a
question greater than a party question—to
go to St. Lucia and see what is being done
there, and also to visit the bush camp at
Moggill, where boys are being prepared
for a farming career.

Hon. members on this side of the Com-
mittee have been at St. Lucia. They have
explained what they saw there. 1 realise

one cannot do everything. Someone sug-
gested that we equip St. Lucia with every-
thing that the boys required, and that
when they went on to a farm they would
find they were handicapped because the
equipment they were accustomed to was not
available for them. That is not a fact. St.
Lucia is run on the principle that the
things we have there shall be the things
possessed by the average farmer. I have
stcadfastly resisted all attempts to put
expensive equipment on St. Lucia. We have
essentials—and no more than essentials—
there. Because we do that we can honestly
say that when the boys go out they will
have the facilities on the average farm that
they had at St. Lucia. Everybody is pre-
pared to accept Canon Garland as being
a very earnest worker in the cause of
youth. I have come in contact with Canon
Garland in connection with the St. Lucia
scheme, and he has given me a tremendous
amount of cncouragement and help. He
realises the value of these problems, and
realises that they must be solved in one
way or the other, satisfactory to the State
by training boys, or unsatisfactory to the
State by allowing them to continue in cities
or encouraging them by the absence of any
other inducement to remain in cities to
become less efficient citizens than they would
become in the more robust life associated
with farming life.

An hon. member made the statement that
many boys who completed their training
at St. Lucia did not go into farming pur-
suits. I say quite definitely that if boys
who go to 8t. Lucia and complete a
six-months’ training do not go into farm-
ing pursuits, then they to that degree take
an unfair advantage of the finances of the
State. I will not tolerate any boy going
to St. Lucia who will not go into a farm
occupation., When the statement was made
in this Chamber that these boys were not
going into farm occupations, I thought it
wise to check it up. I checked it up through
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three sources, [irst, through my depart-
mental officers who oversee the welfare of
the boys in the districts to which they go,
secondly, through Canon Garland, and
thirdly, through the Immigration Depart-
ment per medium of the genial Mr. Holmes.
Listen to what Canon Garland has to say
in this regard:—

“ With reference to our conversation
about Mr. Nimmo’s statement in the
House that many of the boys who had
completed their training at St. Lucia
had soon returned to the city, I am not
aware of any who have so returned.
It “omd be interesting to get the
‘many ’ names to which Mr. Nimmo
refers that inquiries be made. 1 keep
as far as possible in touch with the lads
going from St. Lucia and have not heard
of any so returning, but on the con-
trary I have letters from lads
in their employment with farmers show-
ing how appreciative they are of the
training they receive and how happy
they are in their jobs.

A casc the other day was that of
a boy who loved ecity life until he had
his period of training at St. Lucia. I
then sent him to a job in the far North
Queensland, where, according to a
report I have from someone who visited
him the lad is very happy indeed, and
his employer writes to me expressing his
satisfaction with the lad and confirm-
ing the report I received about him.”

I asked Mr. Holmes, who is not an officer
of my department, but who is a good citizen
and who does recognise the gravity of the
unemployment problem in the State, to have
a look at St. Lucia. Mr, Holmes has co-
operated with me in obtaining employment
for boiys ever since we established St. Lucia.

Mr. RUSSELL:
there now ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Fifty-four at the present time, which is four
in excess of the total number I really should
have taken, but that is all to the good.
My, Holmes says—

How many boys have you

“In reference to the question raised
regarding the number of St. Lucia lads
still following a rural cccupation, I have
to advise that I carried out my promise
to communicate with all parents residing
in Brisbane. So far I have received
thirty-six replies.

‘8o far as I have been able to ascer-
tain, of the eighty-five lads placed,
twelve are not now in rural work. How-
ever, out of that number, five do not
appear to be inclined to take further
work on farms, The rest of them as far
as I can see, from the letters received,
will  take further employment, but
evidently they do not understand that
this office is prepared to secure such
work for them. I have written to the
parents in ecach case where they have not
definitely informed me that their son is
not prepared to again take rural em-
ployment.

“You will note that a number of the
lads sent out in the first draft are still in
their original positions. I have not been
able so, far to ascertain whether eighteen
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of the total placed are still on farms,
but in the absence of information regard-
ing them, T think that we would be quite
justified in assuming that they are still
on the land.

“In any case, the letters received
prove that St. Lucia has more than justi-
fied its existence, and after observing the
methods of training at St. Lucia and the
results on farms, I am quite satisfied
that therce is room for an institution of
this nature, even in the best of times.
Gatton College serves its purpose, but its
mission is quite a differcnt one from St.

Lucia.
“T understand the New Settlers’
T.eague intends now to take action to

keep in close touch with these lads in the
future.”

That bears out the statement made on both
sides of the Committee that many of these
bars are happily circumstanced and placed
on farms,

It might be interesting for hon. members
to hear some of these letters. For example—

“Mrs. Coleman telephoned that her
son, who was sent to the employ of Mr.
G. Dore, Hillview, via Dalveen, by this
office, is now in the employ of Mr. Dore’s
brother with wages at the rate of £1 per
week and keep. He is very, very keen
on the life on the land, and she does not
think that he is ever likely to leave it.”

A letter addressed from Nundah to the
officer in charge, Farm Lads Bureau, reads—

“T1 am pleased to say that my son is
still in employment in rural occupation
to Mr. Eccles, The Gums, via Dalby.”

Another letter reads—
“7 desire to inform you that my son

is  still following the rural position
obtained for him by your department
and getting on well.”
Another communication states—
“I wish to advier you that . . . is
still employed in rural occupation. . . .

Thanking you for your kind interest.”

Another correspondent reports—

“My son who was at St. Lucia is
emploved by . . . in the employment to
which e was sent by your department on
95th June, 1934. I have had a splendid
report from the lad’s employers, which is
very pleasing. . .”

Another letter reads—

«“ .. .1 am pleased to say, in reply,
that my son is still employed by Messrs.
McGeehan Bros., of Kairi, North Queens-
land, that pogmon hawng been found
for him by you. I am also glad to say
that the knowledge and experience
gained by him at the St. Lucia Training
School has been of great value and help
to him.”

Another letter reads—

“ 2y son Thomas is still with Mr.
Lang, of Texas. I am very pleased to
tell you he likes his place, and Mr. and
Mrs. Lang are very good to him. I
know they have a very nice, active, and

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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willing worker. As he gets his money
he puts it into the bank. He is a very
saving lad. I hope Mr. Lang does not
let him get into bad company.

“ Wishing you all success for the
trouble you are taking for the welfare
of the lads.

¢ Hoping they will be as fortunate as
my son Thomas.”

Another letter reads—

... 1 wish to advise that my son
is still employed on the land.”

I do not wish to quote all these letters, but
one letter here is worth quoting, because I
think parents should know just how things
stand in regard to these boys. This is a
letter which is typical of the outlook of an
carnest parent and his conception of his
duty to his son, and his son’s duty to the
State—

“I am happy to state that our son,
John Dovovan, late student of St. Lucia,
is still engaged in rural work; he is
working for a Mr. Skinner at Jandowae,
and he is very happy there. He is not
overworked and he is well fed. This is
his second place. His first place was at
Grantham, but he left to better himself.
He has been at Jandowae nearly a year.

“ Mr. Donovan (John’s father) met Mr.
Skinner, who said that the St. Lucia
training must have been very thorough
and comprehensive—judging by John's
knowledge of technical points and scien-
tific facts—useful knowledge that takes
a lad years to acquire if he has had no
previous training such as St. Lucia
offers; however, he has one drawback,
that is his lameness. He finds 10s. a
week enough now, as he is only nine-
teen; but though he is willing and intel-
ligent, he is hardly hefty enough for a
farmer; but he is very happy where he
is at present. We, his parents, are
grateful to St. Lucia for the training
our son has received there, and we con-
sider he’s far better off morally, physic-
ally, and financially than if he were
hanging about round town waiting for
something to turn up.”

Those letters are typical of the letters we
are receiving from parents. I want to look
after these boys, and I want these boys to
avail themselves of the opportunity offered
to them. T can assure parents of our care
and thought for the welfare of the boys in
the direction of doing everything we can to
Lelp them to make a success of their lives.

At 955 pom.,

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Under
the provisions of the Sessional Oxders
agreed to by the House on 29th August and
3rd October, I shall now leave the chair
and make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The TeMroraRYy CHAIRMAN reported pro-
gress and asked leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.
[Hon. F. W. Bulcock.
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