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THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1934.

Mr. Seeaxer (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTION.

UXNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF WORK ON CHURCH AND
NON-STATE SCHOOL PROPERTIES.

Mr. COSTELLO (Carnarvon) asked the
Secretary for Labour and Indusiry—

“1. What was the total amount
approved in 1933.34 for expenditure from
the Unemployment Relief Tax Fund on
church and school properties, other than
properties owned by the State?

“2. Will he kindly furnish a state-
ment showing the designation, owner-
ship, and location of each such property
and the amount approved respectively?”

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Towns-
ville) replied—

1. No particular amount is approved.
Schemes for ground improvement work
are submitted, and, on being approved,
intermittent labour is allotted until the
approved works are completed, the work
being inspected periodically as it pro-
gresses. The total wages cost for the
year 1933-34 was £74,484,

‘2. The information is being
obtained.”

PAPER.

The following paper was laid on the table,
and ordered to be printed:—
Eighth annual report of the Director of
Infant Welfare.

SUPPLY.

RESUMPTICN or CoMMITTER— ESTIMATES—
Eicurg aNp NINTH ArLLorrEp Days.

(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.)
Estivates N Cuier, 1934-35.
HoME SeCRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.

HOSPITALS,

Question stated—
“That £201,602 be granted {or
¢ Hospitals.”

Mr. R. M. KING (Zogan) [10.34]: In the
course of the debate yesterday the hon.
member for Enoggera made the statement
that the picture-talking machine which has
been erected in the recreation hall at the
Diamantina Hospital had been purchased at
the expense of the Government. That is not
true. The original machine was installed
by the Diamantina Patients’ Welfare Asso-
ciation with money collected from public
subscriptions.  When the silent pictures
were supplanted by the talkies a talking
machine  was substituted for the old
machine by the association, and again
moneys collected by public  subscription
enabled this work to be done. The depart-
ment did lend some assistance in installing
the machine; that is all.

The Howne SecreraRy: The department
altered the theatre,

Mr. R. M. KING: That is quite true.
The department altered the theatre to per-
mit of the screen being drawn up to the
roof of the building.

Mr.R. M. King.]
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Mr. KENNY (Cook) [10.36 a.m.]: I should
like the Home Secretary to give some in-
formation concerning the Mareeba Hospital,
which for a long period has been in a very
awkward financial position, and concerning
which application has been made to the
Home Department for relief. ILfforts in
that direction have been made by the Deputy
Leader of the Government, the Secretary for
Public Works, the president of the Aus-
tralian Liabour Party at Mareeba, the local
authority concerned, and myself, but in the
meantime the whole question is in abey-
ance. Some months ago Mr. Bradbury, of
the Home Department, spent a week 1n
Mareeba investigating the position, but so
far as 1 can ascertain no finality has been
reached. The Mareeba hospital committee
is anxious for some decision on the matter.
The Home Secretary probably knows that
the comunittee desires to have the hospital
“ districted,” whereas the council does not,
but in the meantime a strong necessity exists
for the erection of a new hospital building.
Grants and subsidies are being paid to other
hospitals from ‘ Golden Casket” funds for
construction of and improvements to the
hospitals. Unfortunately, the position at
Marceba is indefinite, and I am inclined to
think that the matter is held in abeyance
for political reasons. Some definite decision
should be given, and I trust the Home Sec-
retary will give some information in the
matter.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [10.40 a.m.]:
When the Home Secrctary is replying he
might also give some information concern-
ing the Ipswich hospital, which is the largest
hospital 1n the State being carried on under
the voluntary system. In the past few years
the hospital has had a strenuous time in
ralsing finance, and we have to thank the
Home Secretary for rendering assistance
that enabled the hospital to be carried on
this year. Some time ago it was agreed
that if the local authorities that would he
affected if the hospital were ‘¢ districted ’'—
1 refer to Ipswich, Moreton, Roscwood, Ksk,
and Normanby—contributed a certain sum
of money to tide the hospital over its diffi-
culties, a subsidy would be paid on the
amount coniributed. That was done last
year, and this year the request has been
made for the same thing to be done. DBut
the point arises that these local authorities
have no direet representation on the hos-
pital committee. Moreover, another matter
arises, which has been discussed previously,
that a large amount of money is subscribed
by employees towards the upkeep of the
Ipswich General Hospital. Miners, railway
men, factory workers, shop assistants—in
fact all employees in the Ipswich district
have, as far back as 1 can remember, made
regular subscriptions to the hospital and,
although in the aggregate their subscriptions
exceed those of private subscribers, these
employees have no representation on that
hospital committce which, with the exception
of one Government representative, comprises
representatives of private subscribers of £1
and upwards. Only the latter are entitled
to vote for representatives on the hospital
committee—the local authorities and the
employees have no direct representation.

Mr. Epwarps: Would not the hospital
committee alsc represent them?

Mr. GLEDSON: The hospital committee
represents all sections for that matter, but
my point is that only private subscribers of

[Mr. Kenny.
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£1 and upwards are permitted to vote for
representatives on the hospital committee,
whereas employees whose contributions
amount to a considerable sum in the aggre-
gate, have no direct representation.

Mr. Nizmo: Don’t they get a vote?

Mr. GLEDSON: No. On the other hand,
they have a right to vote for representatives
on the ambulance committee. People who
contribute a large sum of money in the
aggregate to the uplkeep of the Ipswich
General Hospital have no direct representa-
tion on the committec. If the committee i3
to continue on the present system I consider
it essential for the Home Secretary to give
this matter serious consideration, and if
necessary amend the Hospitals Act so as to
enable the component local authorities, who
are voluntarily contributing to its funds, some
say in the management and the expenditure
of those funds. The amount contributed
by the Ipswich City Council was £850, and
sums, varying according to the valuations,
have been contributed by the other local
authorities—Moreton, sk, Rosewood, and
Normanby. I do not know whether the
Home Secretary can increase the strength of
the committee and give the local authori-
tics, who are contributing, some representa-
t1on, and thus carry out the principle that
ke who pays the piper should also call the
tune.

The Ipswich hospital has been fortunate in
the assistance that has been rendered to it
by_ the “ Quecensland Times,” and the Suun-
shine League, which was formed some years
ago, and 1s comprised of the children of the
district, who have banded together for the
purpose of assisting it. The league was
formed during the time Sir Matthew Nathan
was Governor, and he kindly consented to
become its patron, The children collect
pennies and threepences—the biggest contr:
bution would be about a shilllng—and hy
this means have been able to raise a surm,
including the subsidy, amounting to £12,000,
which is a remarkable achievement. Some
time ago the Sunshine League decided that
it would endeavour to provide not only cots
in the children’s ward, but alio an up-to.date
laboratory and operating theatre. Numecrous
cots have been provided, and provision has
been made for their upkcep. - They also
undertook to have the children’s ward, which
had been erected for over fifty vears,
removed and a new ward erected, and they
guaranteed to raise the quota required. They
have now raised about £2,000, and through
the generous help of the Home Secretary
they have been enabled alrcady to see the
commencement of the building of that ward.
The Home Secretary will grant a loan, and
they have undertaken to raise the necessary
balance over a number of ycars. In the
event of any alteration being made in regard
to the representation or management of the
hospital, I should like the Home Secretary
to sec that this league will be enabled to go
on with its work, so as it will be able to
say that the ward was built by the Sunshine
League, assisted by the Guild of Youth, and
that it thus will be a lasting monument to
their efforts. It will be a monument to them
for years to come. Work has already com-
menced on the foundations for that ward,
and from the plans prepared by the Depart-
ment of Public Works, which I have seen,
it will be a very fine up-to-date building
The fittings in the interior are the most
modern available. T understand the Home
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Secretary has approved of the plan, and
provision has been made so that the matron
and nurses will be able to give necessary
attention to their patients under conditions
very much superior to those which obtain
in the old building, which has been in exist-
ence for some fifty years. I should like the
Home Secretary to give some indication as
to whether the children will be permitted
to proceed with their charitable work.

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) [10.50 a.m.]:
Every hospital committee would be proud to
have such a body as the Ipswich Sunshine
League connected with its hospital.  The
Home Secretary and his officers should make
every effort to encourage such work. The
work of the children shows a beautiful and
unselfish spirit; if every community were
imbued with it we should not have seen the
amount of trouble with regard to hospital
upkeep that has been the case. 1 have
always heard of the Ipswich hospital as
being the shining example of the voluntary
system of financing hospitals. I sincerely
hope it will be able to continue its work
successfully.

With regard to the remarks made by the
hon. member for Ipswich about representa-

tion of Jocal authoritics and subscribers
through Labour organisations, I think a

solution of the difficulty would be to lower
the amount of the subseription which entitles
a person to a vote. In my opinion, 1t is a
wrong principle to divide mto different sec-
tions people who all work a common cause
for the upkeep of a hospital. The working
man, through his organisation, subscribes
such a large amount to the funds of the
hospital that contributors of bs. upwards
should have reprcsentation on tlre committec.
It is entirely wrong that a man who sub-
scribes  through his Labour organisation
should have no representation on the con-
trolling body. If my suggestion were carried
into effect, the great majority of subscribers
would receive representation, which is desir-
able in the interests of harmonious working.

It must be admitted that the district
system is not working as satisfactorily as it
was originally intended. I understand that
if voluntary subscribers fail to contribute
suflicient to the upkeep of a hospital their
represcutation automatically lapses.  The
Government appoint five representatives, and
the local authorities in the areas concerned
four representatives to the board. The
Government might as well take over full
control, inasmuch as when it comes to a
question of policy the Government are prac-
tically in control. After all, the local autho-
rities are subscribing a large amount by
way of local taxation to the finances of the
institution.

The Hone SecrersrY: The Government
do not desire any say at all.

Mr. EDWARDS: I understand that, but
the hon. gentleman must see that they are
placed in full control by preponderance of
their representation. I do not for onme
moment say that the Government dictate to
the representatives appointed by them, but
those representatives, feeling that they have
heen appointed by the Government, take it
upen themselves to act as they think the
Giovernment expect them to do.

The Homt SECRETARY : The Government do
not want control.

Mr. EDWARDS: I understand that. 1t
would be quite sufficient if the Government
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had one thoroughly competent representa-
tive with a proper understanding of the
financial implications of hospital manage-
ment, and I am satisfied, speaking for
country districts in particular, that the other
representatives on the committee would
cheerfully co-operate with such a Govern-
ment representative with a view to con-
ducting the hospital upon efficient linss.
The Home Seccretary knows as well as I
do that in many cases representatives on
liospital committecs arc inclined to take very
drastic sectional views, and this results in
continual bickerings.

I feel bound again to stress the need to
educate people to carry out charitable work
along the lines mentioned by the hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich. There can be nothing more
uplifting in the community than the sight
of boys and girls, and even men and women,
working cheerfully to maintain their hospi-
tals and other charitable institutions upon
a voluntary basis. Nothing can be more
uplifting than to realise that the heart and
soul is in the work which is being carried
out in the interests of the afflicted. I am
sure the Home Secretary will agree with
me that the women of the State are deserv-
ing of a very great measure of gratitude
for their noble work in the interests of these
institutions, and it is to be regretted that
they do not receive a greater measurc of
financial assistance 1in certain quarters.
Nevertheless, we should not lose sight of the
fact that this noble body of voluntary
workers should be encouraged, and it behoves
us to educate the people generally as to the
benefits  of conducting  these = wonderful
mstitutions upon a voluntary basis.

Mr. LLEWELYN (Zoowoomba) [10.58
a.m.]: Although one or two cxceptions can
be quoted in favour of the voluntary system,
I do not think it can be denied that the
more efficient system of hospital manage-
ment and conduct is the district system.
The hon. member for Ipswich has claimed
that the Ipswich hospital has been success-
fully conducted upon a voluntary basis, and
whilst all due credit should be extended to
that Institution for its noble work, it must
be admitted that many hospitals through-
out the State are in their present efficient
condition because of the district system.
Prior to the time that the Toowoomba
General Hospital became a ¢ districted "’
hospltal 1ts management was cause for
dally anxiety, but since the hospital was
brought under the Act that anxiety has been
entirely eliminated. The board is now able
to manage the institution in a much more
efficient manner, to provide additional
modern equipment, and to give full atten-
tion to the needs of the patients. The
hospital possesses a very fine plant for
therapeutic treatment, it has a dental clinic
and a radiologist. These modern helps to
the treatment of hospital patients can, in
Toowoomba, be attributed to the present
systern of ¢ districting ” hospitals. I should
be very sorry to see a reversion to the cld
system in Toowoomba, at all events.

Reference has heen made to the number
of Government representatives on hosiptal
committees. Private subscriptions and
receipts from paying patients fall so short
of the income necessary in hospital adminis-
tration that the Government provide three-
fifths of the total amount. It is only rea-
sonable, therefore, that the Government
should lave proportionate representation

Mr. Llewelyn.]
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on the hospitals board. I am in the happy
position of being able to state that the
Toowoomba hospital is giving splendid ser-
vice to the community, We find occasion-
ally that members of the board come into
conflict on matters of policy, but in the
main agree to disagree, with the result that
the work of the hospital proceeds smoothly.

It will be generally agreed by hon. mem-
bers that it 1s necessary at all times to be
on the qui vive in the improvement of hos-
pital equipment, and thus keep pace with
the trend of modern thought. That idea is
inculcated in us by medical men day in and
day out. In this connection it is pleasing to
notice that the Home Secretary has decided
to construct a hospital in Brisbane, at a
cost of something like £200,000, to be exclu-
sively used for the treatment of women,
particularly those diseases pcculiar to them.
1 am not sure what assistance the Federal
Government gives in the treatment of women
other than assistance from the research or
laboratory side. I am aware that the Com-
monvwealth has installed laboratories in the
various States, hut apart from that it renders
no assistance whatever in the trcatment of
discases peculiar to women. Having regard
to the fact that the Federal Government
obtain a very much larger revenue from
Quecnsland  in  taxation than the State
Government——

Mr. Kenvy:
Hr. LLEWELYN: Yes.

Mr. Kexny: Noj; they give back more
than they take.

AMr. LLEWELYN: The Commonwealth
Government have some responsibility. Just
on the eve of the recent election the Prime
Minister, in the course of an address before
a gathering of ladies in Adelaide, said that
maternal mortality was increasing, and it
was a matter of which legislators Thust take
notice. Mr. Lyons claimed that he had data
showing that one in every four women after
reaching the age of forty years died from
causes attributable directly or indirectly to
cancer caused by some abnormahtv arising
from childbirth. Consequently, I submit
that the Commonwealth Government have a
very great responsibility in the matter. I
have no knowledge—I may be wrong—of any
interest displayed by the Commonwealth
Government by providing equipment, or
assisting any State Government to deal with
this serious question, The State Government
day in and day out, and year in and year
out, have given due regard to the import-
ance of this subject, and the action of the
Home Secretary in procecding with the
crection of a new women’s hospital is to be
commended.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [11.5 a.m.]:
The system of issuing precepts on local
authorltles for the malntenance of hospitals
which have been * districted ”’ operates very
unfairly in many country towns. The system
is unfair. The findings of the Royal Com-
mission on Hospitals show that people in
the cities, who get most of the advantages
from hospitals, pay only one-half of what
the individual in the country has to pay.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR:
available?

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member can
peruse the report of that royal commission
and see the remedy suggested.

[Mr. Liewelyn.

Is that correct?

Have you the figures
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The HoME SECRETARY: Why did you dis-
regard its recommendations?

Mr. DEACON : They were not disregarded.

The Homz SecreEtary: You did not do
anything in regard to those recommendations.

Mr. DEACON: In the
tious diseases we did something, but the
present Government reimposed the burden
on the local authorities, which is an injus-
tice. I know how the Home Secretary feels.
He represents a city clectorate, and quite
naturatly thinks it would be unpopular to
askk people in the city to pay their share;
but that is a mean way of looking at the

matter of 1nfec-

matter. All the people should pay a fair
share towards the upkeep of hospitals, and
there is nothlno wrong with the plcsenc

method of raising money, provided all con-
tribute; but when the system permits the
iphabitants of a town where a hospitsl is
situnated to escape with paying only half
their share and asks outside people whe do
not get the same advantage to pays double,
then the system is uruLa~0ﬂable We never
hear of any city member cspousing the canse
of the country districts in this matter, but
it behoves the Governmient to do :somethingn
We appointed a royal commission to
inquire into the matter, and to suggest an
alternative. 3o far az we could, we adjusted
matters.

The }Four BSECRETARY: You did not take
one step to follow out the recommendations
of that cominission.

Mr. DEACON : These things take fime,
and had we remained in office we should
have done miore.

The HoMmE SECRETARY :
to do it

Mr. DEACON: The present Government
cannot talk to anyone else, in view of thetr
record; they have mado the pozition worse
than it was. They have had three years in
which to give effect to these recommenda-
tions. It 1s impossible for the present state
of affairs to continue. As it 1s, the local
authorities continually have to reduce valua-
tions in order to securc something approxi-
mating to their rights. If TFhe  local
authotities keep on reducing their valua-
tiors, we may get to the position that they
will not be paying anything. It amounts to
this: We have to have a low valuation and
a higher rate for shire councils. The present
system of raising money for hospitals is
unfair and unjust, and the responsibility is
on the Government to remedy the evil.

Mr. G. C. Tavytor: Do you
nationalisation of hospitals?

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member escapes
altogether, but no man in the country can
escape.

Mr. G. C. Taveor: When I spoke on the
matter last night you said nothing.

Mr, DEACON : If the hon. member agrecs
that the present position is unfair, let him
say so this morning. I am arguing for
fair play. Take the city of Toowoomba;
it pays rather less than it should pay, and
the same applies to other cities and towns
which are paying less than they would pay
if contributions were on an equitable basis.
Can the Minister stand up for that? There
must be a way out of it. We must try to
find it. The Minister will find the way
out if he will only read the royal commis-
sion’s report, where the present injustice is

You werc not game

favour



Supply.

clearly indicated. There is no cogent argu-
mery in favour of the present system. Noth-
ing can be reasonably suggested in favour
of it. Tt cannot be said that it is fair. The
most that can be said for it is that it raises
the money by hook or by crook.

Mr. G. C. Taveor: Would you be in
favour of nationalisation?

Mr. DEACON: Nationalisation is not
necessary. The Home Secrectary is not in
favour of nationalisation. The money can
be raised through the shire councils.

The Ilome Secrerary: The basic creed
through history has been—let somebody else
pay.

Mr. DEACON: That is the Minister’s
creed—let the cities escape and the couniry
people pay. All T am asking for is a fair
and equitable basis of contribution. Let
everybody pay his share. Let us alter the
present system so that the money required
will be raised. if not on an absolutely equit-
able basis, on a basis which approaches
that equality. It is impossible that this
system can continue. Hon. members oppo-
site should be agreed on that. It is only
necessary for them to make inquiries, read
the report of the commission, to be con-
vinced that it is unfair and unjust. This
nmatter has been argued before, and the
Labour Governminent have stood for the pre-
sent system and refused even to inquire
into the matter.

The Houe Secnprary: You
vour case when vou were over here.
did you not do 1t three years ago?

Mr. DEACON: I have not spoilt my argu-
ment. The Minister has no argument.
Can the Minister deny that after the first
complaints were made the system was shown
to be unfair, but the Labour Government
crefused even to make inquiries, and that
they have not done so now? Their cry has
been, ““Let the other fellow pay; let the
country fellow pay.”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
ITanlon, Zthaca) [11.16 a.m.]: I should like
te sav a word in reply to the hon. member
for Cunningham in regard to alleged neglect
of the Labour Government to carry out the
recommendations of the Roval Commission
on Hospitals. In the first place tho method
of financing hospitals was arrived at by
the previous Labour Government after very
exhaustive inquiries and consideration as to
the most equitable method that could be
arrived at, and nothing has since been
offered as an improvement. During the
time hon. members opposite were in Oppo-
siticn they railed against this hospitals tax,
against the unfair burden placed on the
local authorities, aud onc of their own
supporters, Mr. W. L. Osborne, had the
following to say in regard to them :—

swallowad
Why

_“On the hustings preceding the elec-
tion in 1929 Country Party-Nationalist
candidates made emphatic promises that
their election would ensure alteration of
this unfair legislation. But what hap-
pens? Elected to power, the Moore
Government appointed a royal com-
mission to inquire into hospital adminis-
tration; and, in due course, pigeon-
holed the commission’s report and
recommendations—hecause such, if put
into effect, were calculated to alienate
the industrial vote.”

[25 OcTOBER.]
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The plain truth of the matter was that the
recommendation of that commission was that
the hospital services should be maintained
by a tax on wages. The basic principle
laid down by the gentlemen who made that
inquiry was that as the working people
used the hospitals so they should pay for
them. Following that argument to its
logical conclusion we reach the proposition
“The hospitals, being used by the poor,
should be paid for by the poor.”

Mr. KexNy: Anything about income?

The HOME SECRETARY: A tax on
wages was recommended. There was only
one reason why the Moore Government
pigeon-holed the recommendation and that
was because an election was approaching.
The Moore Government had proved them-
selves to be men of prudence on many occa-
sions and they realised they could not face
an election after placing the burden of the
upkeep of hospitals on the wages of the
working man. It was in consequence of
this that that Government pigeon-holed the
recommendation of the commission, but
with a view of imposing such a tax when
they were safely over the election.

Mr. Kexny: Do not be silly.

The HOME SECRETARY : Of course they
did. When they were returned to power
these big, broad-minded country fellows who
found that they were perhaps paying 4d.
moro than somebody else for the alleviation
of pain and suffering would have forced
the  Government to carry out the recom-
mendation of the commission. But the
public of Queensland are showing a very
Leen interest in health matters; year by
vear they are gradually taking a greater
interest in hospital matters. No Govern-
wment would come into this Chamber and
put into effect the systemn of maintaining
bospitals by a tax on wages. The public
to-dav are displayving too great an interest
in such matters for any Government to pro-
pose it. The Moore Government would have
cheerfully carried out the recommendation
of the commission, but for the fact that
they were afraid of the vengeance of the
people when ther found them out. {Opposi-
tion dissent.)

Mr. Brrn: The wage-carner recognises his
obligations.

The HOME SECRETARY: The wage-
earner has always recognised his obligation.
Tt is those who can best afford to finance hos-
pitals who have not recognised their obliga-
tions.

Mr. Bein: That is not always the case.

The HOME SECRETARY: There are
very prominent exceptions which prove the
rule, but the experience of all our public
institutions bears testimony to the fact that
those who can afford to subscribe do nob
do so. In the city of Brisbane we do not
ask for a penny subscription for the main-
tenance of the hospitals, but hon. members
should consider what is happening as regards
the ambulance brigade. That organisation
is struggling day and night, year in and
sear out, in an endeavour to keep that sec-
tion of the hospital service in existence.
Hon. members must also not forget that the
Art Society is going round with a * Golden
Book,” in which will be placed the photo-
graph of anybody who will subscribe a few
pounds. It is also found that those people

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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who can well afford to make a bequest to
the University do not do it. Are not these
instances of the fact that people who can
aflord to support charitics and institutions
do not do it voluntarily? It must not be
forgotten also that when the maintenance
of Brisbane hospitals was left to voluntary
subscription 70 per cent. of the money raised
by that system came out of the pockets of
the working pecople of this city. We then
had the spectacle of processions proceeding
along Queen strecet and George street and
with pannikins at the end of long poles
being stuck into doors and windows in
the hope of getting a few coppers. The
people who could afford to do so did not do
their duty, We have now a hospital service
worthy of the name, which gives the people
a real hospital service. The people are
receiving real] treatment and real comfort
and the services esscntial for their health.
The hon. member talks about the unfairness
of the system. As T say, he was returned
Eo power in 1929, pledged to alter the system,
but did not do so during his term of three
years because he knew he could not make
the alteration without putting a tax on
the wages of the working people.

Mr. Moore: I do not think the workers
would object to a tax for hospital service.

The HOME SECRETARY: I will admit
they suffer a good deal. I do not think
hon. members opposite would object to a
tax on wages for the upkeep of hospitals.
As a matter of fact, that is the only sub-
stitute they have to offer for what the hon.
member for Cunningham called an unfair
tax. The average farmer and country man
is bigger, broader, and brighter in outlock
than hon. members opposite on this ques-
tion. T have visited a great number of our
country hospitals and have met the local
people. T have met members of the local
authoritics who are charged with the raising
of the money for the local authorities’
chave of the taxation for the upkeep of
hespitals, and it is rare to find any of such
people complaining. )

An Orposttion MemBER: What about the
last local authorities conference?

The [HOME SECRETARY: It adopted
the Labour Party’s platform and its repre-
sentatives came to me requesting the
nationalisation of hospitals. I assured them
that in due course that policy would be put
into operation.

IIr. Kenyy: What is stopping you now?

The HOME SECRETARY: The Local
Authorities Conference absolutely departed
from the suggestion that hospitals should be
maintained by a tax on the wages of work-
ing people. It adopted the policy of the
Labour Party, thereby showing that it was
attended by men of vision and courage and
patriotism, and men who have the interests
of the suffering people of the State at
heart. They recommended the nationalisa-
tion of hospitals. The only real complaint
that onec hears in the country against the
present form of hospital taxation is that
the average rate of tax per head in one
local authority area is higher than the aver-
age rate per head in another area. Natur-
z_ﬂly, in a local authority area where there
is a large number of working people who do
not own land the average taxation per
capita is lower than in another local author-
ity area where persons own large areas of

[Hon. E. M. Hanlon.
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lannd.  The per capita basis is not a fair
basis on which to judge. Under the present
svstem a taxpayer pays in accordance with
the value of the land he holds, or in accord-
ance with his capacity to pay. That 1s
the only way in which local authority
revenue can be raised. The samc exception
can be taken to the hospital precepts levied
on local authorities as can be taken to any
other form of local authority obligation.
Just as local authority precepts on a per
capita basis may appear at first sight to be
unfair to counfry areas as compared with
thickly populated arcas, the same argument
could be applied to other forms of local
authority taxation.

The hon. member for Nanango made refer-
ence ‘to the contributors’ representation on
hospital hoards, but that is decided according
to the voluntary contributions for the upkeep
of the hospital concerned. It is laid down
that when a hospital is * districted 7 there
shall be three representatives of the Govern-
ment, three representatives of the local
authoritics, and three representatives of the
contributors, provided the latter contributo
a certain sum of money. In that case the
Government have only one-third of the repre-
sentation. although they shoulder the major
portion of the financial obligation. Generally,
when a hospital is ¢ districted,” public con-
tributions gradually cease and the whole of
the financial burden of the institution must
then be met by the revenue from paying
natients, precepts on local authorities, or
the Ciovernment. If the contributors fail
to contribute a certain amount they are not
entitled to threc representatives, and if the
sum falls to such an extent that they are
only entitied to two represcntatives, that
representation goes to the Government, and
it then becomes four representatives of the
Government, three representatives of the
local authoritics, and two representatives of
the contributors. If the voluntary contribu-
tions fall off to a further extent it hecomes
four representatives of the Government. four
representatives of the local authorities, and
one representative of the contributors.

Mr. Kexny: Are you sure that they ave
reprosentatives of the Government, or are
they representatives of the Australian Labour
Party?

The HOME SECETARY: The hon
member does not seem to be too sure of
anything.

Mr. Kexxy: 1 am pretty sure about the
Australian Labour Party.

The IIOME SECRETARY : Onc thing that
T am sure about is that if the hon. member
devoted a little more study and attention
to the work of his electorate instead of
merely making a meaningless noise in this
Chamber, the people of Cook would be better
served. If the voluntary contributions fall
away still further it becomes five representa-
tives of the Government, and four repre-
sentatives of the local authoritics. The
Government do not desire any represcntation
on hospital boards at all. If the local people
would contribute voluntarily sufficient for
the management of their hospital the Govern-
ment would be pleased to fade out of the
administration altogether, but unfortunately
many people are of the same frame of mind
as the hon. member for Nanango and the
hon. member for Cunningham, people who
vould gladly run a hospital if someone else
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would pay. They would take an unholy
delight = in spending the funds supplied by
the Government or by someone else, but
whether they would spend it wisely or not is
another question. Such persons experience
the greatest pleasure in the world in manag-
ing hospitals and in conducting all sorts of
business so long as somecone else * coughs
up”’ the money, but so long as the Govern-
ment provide 60 per cent. of the money they
are certainly entitled to 60 per cent. of the
representation, although they do not seek
this representation.  The Government are
not going to provide 60 per cent. of the cost
without claiming somme right to a voice in
the managenent of the hospital concerned.
Taking it by and large, hospital boards are
doing splendid, unselfish work throughout the
State. Service on hospital boards and com-
wittees entails= a good deal of sacrifice of
time and energy and a good deal of expense.
Any person who serves as a member of a
hospital board and carries out his work pro-
perly in the interests of the people is con-
siderably out of pocket, and sacrifices a con-
siderable amount of time. Taking it by and
large, from one end of the State to the other,
the representatives on hospital boards and
committees, whether Government or local
authority, give their time unselfishly. Some
of the members have made the conduct of
hospitals their hobby in life. They devote
the whole of their time to this cause, and
every spare moment they have is given to
hospital work. It is a very fine thing to see
this splendid spirit, and to know that the
people are willing to give such unselfish
public scrvice to the community.

The hon. memnber for Cook wants to know
what is to be the destiny of the Mareeba
hospital.

Mr. KENNY: T want to know when you are
going to make up your mind as to what you
are going to do.

The HOME SECRETARY : Unlike that of
the hen, member, my mind is made up; he
has not yet reached the age when he can
make up his mind on anything. The destiny
of the Marecba hospital is entirely in the
hands of the people. The Government have
not forced any hospital to come under the
Hospitals Act.  The maintenance of a hos-
pital is left to the people of the distriet if
they can maintain it. Sixty per cent. of the
total cost of running that hospital is borne
by the Government, and its position is similar
to what it would be if it were “ districted.”
In addition, the Government made a grani
to the committee from the ** Golden Casket
funds of £10 per ocrupied bed. TLast year
I made it a further special grant of £500.

Mr. Kexxy: To come off the subsidy to be
paid later.

The HOME SECRETARY : Again I would
call the attention of the people of Mareeba
to the entire lack of knowledge of their
representative  of  district affairs.  The
advance of £500 was made some months ago
to the Mareeba hospital committee to enable
it to carry on, and was made as a free gift.

Mr. KEXNY: Now you are right.
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.

member for Cook has been so busy, like
Caesar of picture fame, trailing the hon.
member for Sandgate, that he has had no
time in recent months to give any attention
to the affairs of the Cook electorate. While
he does not know how the Mareeba hospital
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is situated, he does know every nook and
cranny of the Bandgate electorate.

The remedy of the position raised by the
hon. member for Ipswich also is in the hands
of the Ipswich hospital cominittee and the
local authorities concerned. I have agreed
that any contributions by local authorities
to a hospital will be subsidised in the same
manner as private subscriptions. Local
authorities have given very generous assist-
ance to the Ipswich hospital, and the com-
mittee of that institution can alter its rules
to give represcntation to those bodies. It
is only right that it should do so. If the
committec were requested to give that
representation 1 am sure it would imme-
diately alter the rules for that purpose.
The representatives on that committee, with
the exception of one nominated by the
Government, are elected by the contributors.
The Ipswich hospital has a large number
of contribators of weekly sums from their
wages. Employees of the railway workshops,
the mines, and some of the business firms
in the Ipswich district have agreed to the
deduction of a small sum cvery week to
enable the good work of that institution
to be carried on. That is another notable
instance of the working people—the wage-
carners—agrecing without complaint to a
weekly deduction, that in the course of a
vear becomes a heavy tax. The success of
the Ipswich hospital prior to the depression
was due to the fact that the great bulk of
wage-earners in the district agrveed to tax
themselves more heavily than the average
wealthy person ever did, to enable the work
of the hospital to be carried on.

The Ipswich hospital, like the Mareeba
hospital, is faced with bad times, and may
possibly have to be ¢ districted.”” The Go-
vernment will give every possible assistance
to enable voluntary committees to carry
on, but if they fail the only alternative is
for these hospitals to come under the
Hospitals Act. They will then be controlled
at the expense of the local authorities con-
cerned and the Government. I am quite
sure that if the local authorities in the
Ipswich district make a submission to the
Ipswich hospital committee 1t will be
delighted to alter its rules to give the
desired representation.

Mr. Grepsox: It was asked to do so, but
turned deswn the request because it said 1t
had no power under the law.

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [11.35 a.m.}]: AS$
different times I have witnessed the prosti-
tution of power and authority, but this is
the first example I have had in this Chamber
of that occurring in the cuse of an hon.
member occupying the position of a Minister,
Because I merely brought under the notice
of the Home Secretary this morning a
matter relating to the Mareeba hospital,
that hon. gentleman advised me to look
after my own electorate and endeavoured
to gain a little political kudos from the
information he had at hand. He referred to
a grant of £500 that had been made to the
Mareeba hospital.

The HoME SECRETARY:
three or four months ago.

Mr., KENNY: I, as the representative of
the district, did not know that fact. The
hon. gentleman advised me to keep in touch
with matters affecting my electorate and
find out these things. 1 did not know about

Mr. Kenny.)

That was made
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that grant, simply because I was not advised
by the Minister or his department.

The Houk SECRETARY : You were at Sand-

gate.
Mr. KENNY : You are a liar!
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.

member must withdraw the remark he has
made.

Mr. KENNY: Ves, I withdraw, Mr.
Hanson, but when a Minister gets down
into the gutter in order to obtain a little
political kudos, it is time that somebody
took him in hand. I approached the
Minister nine months ago with a represen-
tative of the Mareeba hospital committee,
and ask for financial assistance to enable
the work of the hospital to be carried on.
He advised me that he would consider the
representations. Later I approached him on
a second deputation and got his approval
for making an advance of £500, which later
would come out of the subsidy payable by
the Government. They had their precept
issued.

The Howmeg Secrerary: That sum  was
made a gift to the committee in June last
—four months ago.

Mr. KENNY: From that time onwards
I had no notification from the Minister or
his department as to whether he had changed
his mind or not. When I visited the depart-
ment to see how the matter was progress-
ing, I found letters from the Secretary for
Public Works, the Secretary for Public
Lands, and my late political opponent, Mr.
Gardner, advising the Minister to take the
whole matter out of the hands of the hos-
pital committee and put control under the
local authority. I also found another letter
from the president of the Australian Labour
Party, who is the brother-in-law of my late
political opponent. I am locking for infor-
mation, and I cannot get finality; yet the
Minister says, “ Look after your electorate.”
The Minister knows that the hospital com-
mittee recommended that this hospital be
““ districted,” and it advised him time and
again that it could not carry on. The coun-
cil =ays, “ We do mot want the hospital
‘“ districted.” The  Australian  Labour
Party says to the Minister, ** Don’t *dis-
trict > the hospital; you may incur some
political antagonism if you do.” The whole
question is being held up for electioneering
or political reasons. In the meantime the
hospital is decaying and its disrepair is a
disgrace to the Idome Department. A
request has been made for an advance of
money to repair or rebuild it, but that can-
not be done. When I approached the Minis-
ter with a deputation, I was told by the
hon. gentleman that 1f the hospital were
“ districted ” a grant or subsidy would be
given to construct a new hospital. In the
meantime, the Government are taking no
action, but the Minister has the audacity to
try to gain some political kudos br
belittling the member for the district, from
whom 1information has been withheld—
whether on his instructions or not I do not
know. Whenever a Minister adopts such
tactics in this Chamber, I shall defend myself
and the people I represent. The Minister
can look through his file and see whether
I have been advised about this grant.

Other questions can be referred to on this
vote, but I shall rescrve my time so that
I may reply to the Minister when he
furnishes this information.

[Mr. Kenny.
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Mr., FOLEY (¥ormanby) [11.38 a.m.]:
Much interesting discussion has taken place
on the question of hospitals, and stress has
been laid on the advance made in providing
hospital buildings. A considerable amount
of work has been done in that direction with
the help of the tremendous “Golden Casket”
funds available, but whilst that is an impor-
tant matter, it has been permitted to over-
shadow the more important question of the
hospital treatment of patients. I have in
mind particularly the system of honorary
staffs in operation at the largest hospital in
this State, the Brisbane General Hospital.
The method of appointing that honorary
«taff is not in the hands of the Hospitals
Board, but under the control of a committee
appointed by the honorary staff themselves,
and the vesult is that a good deal of di--
content is simmering amongst the medical
profession because many members of the
profession who over a period of years have
made repcated application for appointment
to the honerary staff of the Brisbane General
Hospital have been unable to secure appoint-
ment.,  Quite apart from that, the com-
miercial considerations of the medical pro-
fession in relation to patients seeking admis.
sion to the (yeneral Hospital cannot be over-
locked, for the average honorary doctor with
a private practice naturally has a leaning
towards that practice. In consequence com-
plaints are made—I have had a number—
that people who for a considerable time
have been unable to secure the recommenda-
tion of members of the honorary staff for
admission to the Brisbane Gencral Hospital
have eventually had to have recourse to
private medical practitioners, which has put
them to considerable expense that they could
il afford to incur. The time is opportune
for the Governmeut to give consideration
to the elimination of the system of honorary
medical staffs in  the Brishane General
Hospital and the adoption of the system
followed in most of the hospitals throughout
Queensland, where a paid staff carries out
the work now undertaken at the Brisbans
General Hospital by honoraries. I think
that would be more satisfactory to the
medical fraternity, and it would tend to a
wmore efficient service to that scetion of the
community. who from time to time got treat-
ment in that hospital.

Mr. Moore: You do not believe that?

Mr. FOLEY: I do. I have some idea
of what I am speaking about. If the hon.

gentleman would make investigations himself
n the right guarter, he would find that what
I am saying is based on fact. The time is
opportune for consideration of the appoint-
ment of a paid staff of specialists in place
of the present honorary staff. If that were
done, the commercial aspect that at present
enters into the matter would be eliminated.,
which would be a lasting benefit to the medi-
cal fraternity as well as to those pcople who
have occasion to require the services of
specialists.

I think greater consideration should be
given to devising a system that would afford
better facilities to our young doctors for
practice in operating before they take up
their dutics at country hospitals. As a
result of certain practices or rules of eti-
quette, many of our young doctors are not
allowed to approach within 7 or 8 feet of
the operating doctor, and from that distance
they are expected to absorb all the inferma-
tion necessary to make them masters of the
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technique of the operation. What is the
result? In our country districts throughout
Queensland we have young doctors who have
the necessary theoretical knowledge to pass a
medical examination and obtain the necessary
certificate to enable them to practice, but
many of them have not the necessary practi-
cal experience in operations, and the result
is that they obtain their practical experience
in those districts. That is not in the interests
of the community. If we had paid specialists
in our big hospitals and our young doctors
received practical training under the guid-
ance of skilled experts, then doctors who
went out to the country districts would. have
that practical experience which is desirable,
and there would be a resultant benefit to the
people generally.

I put forward those suggestions for the
consideration of the Minister. If he has not
aleady investigated the matter, he will find
that my statements are accurate and that the
time is ripe for a general alteration in the
policy now adopted, particularly in regard
to the honorary staff at the Brisbane General
Hospital.

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [11.46 a.m.]: I am
unable to agree with the suggestion put for-
ward by the hon. member for Leichhardt.
Under the present system the hospital gets
the services of specialists who come there
voluntarily, week after week, and sacrifice
a large proportion of their incomes. If his
snggestion were adopted, and the specialists
were salaried men, the hospital would not be
able to get the same efficient specialists.

Mr. Forey: How do they do it in other
parts of the world?

Mr. MOORIE: They do not get them.

Myr. Forevy: They do.

Mr. MOORE : The voluntary system secures
the very best service available from men of
the highest qualifications and great experi-
ence. The Home Secretary made a most
remarkable statement this morning. He
sugges that the hon. member for
Cunningham was giving an exhibition
of swallowing his principles. If any
exhibition was given of a party swallowing
its principles it was supplied by the party
on the other side of the Chamber. The ex-
Home Secretary, the present Secretary for
Mines, was of the opinion that the people
in the country were suffering by the present
systoin.  Realising that it was advantageous
to get the people in the country to make
voluntary efforts to support their own hos-
pitals, he introduced a Bill to amehd the
Hospitals Act, and was supported by every
member on the Government side of the Cham-
ber. The object of that amendment was to
allow contributions made voluntarily to be
sot off against the contributions of the local
authorities, the idea being to encourage
people to assist voluntarily in the upkeep
of their hospitals rather than have it done
by taxation. To the extent that they assisted,
there would be a reduction of the rate
imposed on them. The present Home Secre-
tary brought in an amendment to repeal the
very amendment that his predecessor had
made. If there was ever an example of
swallowing a principle, we have 1t here.

The Houe SEcreTaRY: That was to
encourage people to work for the hospitals.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman is not
going to get away so easily with that. The
amendment of the then Home Secretary
was that any voluntary contribution would be
vegarded as part of the precept of the local
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authority. The hon. gentleman did away
with that. The Secretary for Mines himself
said he did not agree with that action
because he recognised that the principle of
his own amendment was good.

The Home Secretary comes this morning
and asserts that the Royal Commission on
Hospitals recommended a tax on wages,
but he was careful not to mention anything
else. I should like to tell the Committee
what the commission did say, and these are
the words of the report—

“ Evidence with regard to this method
of taxation was given at every centre
visited, and the commissioners were 1m-
pressed by the opposition shown thereto
by all classes of witnesses. With very
few exceptions it was condemned as
“inequitable,

“ Present System Inequitable.

“ Your commissioners are satisfied that
the present method of raising the com-
ponent local authorities’ quota towards
the upkeep of hospitals is not the most
equitable, for the following reasons:—

{a) The unimproved capital value is
not always a sure index to a rate-
vayer’s ability to pay; :

(p) A considerable number  of
people escape direct payment;

(¢) Ratepayers contribute indirectly
as well as directly.

In support of this contention the follow-
ing 1instances are given. The cases
quoted are persons employed in the one
service 1-—
Unimproved value of
land on which
rates are paid.
(1) Salary £1,500 per annum  Nil.
(2) Salary £1,100 per annum £400
(3) Salary £950 per annum ... £290
{4 Salary £800 per annum ... £600

<1t will be noted that (1), who enjoys
the largest income, contributes nothing
direct to hospital maintenance through
the local authority, whereas (4), who
has the smallest salary, is called upon to
pay the most.”’

On page 14 of the report will be found
the recommendation of the commissioners,
reading as follows:—

“ After full consideration your com-
missioners recommend as the ‘ best and
most equitable’ method of financing
public hospitals, that

(1) A hospital fund he created by
the collection of a special hospital tax
on wages, salaries, and income, with
an oxemption to persons in receipt of
not more than £52 per annum from
such sources.”

Not wages only, but * wages, salaries, and

income.” with an exemption of £52 per
annum ! Another passage in the report
reads—

“ The difference between the estimated
expenditure and estimated income of the
board shall be paid—

(7) By the Treasurer who shall, out
of moneys to be appropriated from
time to time, for the purpose, pay for
the board, out of the hospitals fund,
an amount equal to 80 per centum of
such difference;

Mr. Moore.]
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() By the component local authori-
ties, which shall contribute an amount
cqual to 20 per centum of such differ-
ence.”

Mr. W. J. CoPLEY :
that report in 1930.

Mr. MOORE: I would ask the hon. mem-
ber not to be so impatient. I will read
further. I do not think the hon. member
has read the report; if he did he would
not have enough intelligence to understand
it. The last paragraph reads—

“Your commissioners
owing to the present economic pOQItIOH
and the nation-wide depression, your
Excellency’s advisers may deem this a
most inopportune time to consider the
advisableness to levy any additional
taxation either on the individual or on
industry. In the meantime in order to
mitigate in some measure the present
inequity existing in many of the vural
areas, your commissioners recommend
the basis of computing the quota to be
contributed by the component local
authorities should be altered forthwith
as hereinafter suggested.

“In districts which are not, or may
hercafter be. brought under ¢ The Hos-
pitals, Acts, 1923-1929,” a greater measure
of equity would he secured by altering
the present basis of computing the quota
to be contributed by the component local
authorities under the precepts issued by
the respective hospital boards from the
value of the ‘ratable lands to that
shown in column 9—appendix A-—which
is based on the average of the levies cal-
culated on—

() Unimproved
method) ;

(0) Number of rateparers;

{r) Rates levied.”

The commissioners then proceed to
their reasons for the recommendation.

That was exactly the position, but owing
to the depresion then being experienced bv
every State in Australia the time was not
favourable to put the recommendation into
operation. There is no occasion for the hon.
gentleman to tell a half-truth in this Cham-
ber. A half-truth is really worse than a lie.

The HoME SECRETARY: I did not tell a
half-truth, it was the truth.

Mr. MOORE: It was a half-truth. The
Home Secretary never mentioned “ income”
or ‘“salaries” at all, but stated only that

Your Government had

value (the present

and

glve

it was ‘“a tax on wages.” And he did not
mention any exemption was suggested.
Now, of course, he has to admit the facts

and he is endomouung to get out of an
invidious position. It is most unsatis sfactory
that a Minister of the Crown, instead of
giving the Committee information calmly
and dispassionately, should endeavour to
gain political capital out of the hospital
question. He knows the present system is
inequitable. It must be inequitable. The
commissioners say that it is inequitable.
Everybody outside knows the value of the
assertions made by the Minister. They are
taken at their true value. It does not miatter
very much to him that the assertions he
makes in this Committee are half-truths.
The inequity of the basis is set out in the
report in the following paragraph:-—
‘“ The reason for taking into con=1de1a
tion the rates levied instead of ‘the un-

[Mr. Moore.
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improved value’ only is that the practice
of valuing land is not uniform through-
out the State. Some local authorities
value ‘Jow’ and rate ¢high’; othors
value ‘high” and rate ‘low.””

There is the suggestion that to make the
svstem more equitable it should be worked
on a different basis. It must be so. The
report points out that the system doecs not
work equitably and it gives examples to
show that the citics pay considerably less
than the country districts. It is not a
question of anybody wishing to evade his
financial responsibilities; it s only a ques-
tion of adopting a more equitable basis,
and that should be the aim of the Govern-
ment. The commission pointed out that
owing to the depression throughout the
country and the fact that an unemployment
relief tax has been imposed upon wages and
salaries it might not be advisable at the
moment to impose a similar tax for the
purpose of hospital finance. That was a
rcasonable view to take. The question of
an impending election was not involved,
because no election was pending in 1930.

The Howme SecreTary: Of course you
would never study its ecffcet upon an
election !

Mr. MOORE: Fvery Government studies
an election, but this was two years prior
to onc. Would not hon. members on this
side have gained if that action had been
taken in the interests of the country districts,
and would they not have gained if we had
decided to study the possible consequences
on an election? Would it not have been to
our advantage to ignore the depression and
the tax upon industry, and fo impose this
additional tax as a sop to country districts?
The whole hospital position had ito be con-
sidered in its relation to the industries of
the State. The Home Secretary has referred
to a tax upon wages for hospital administra-
tion. but is there not a tax on wages and
salaries in Western Australia? The whole
position in Queensland is an inequitable

one, but if the position of the various
industries improve and increased emplov-
ment is provided it should be the aimn
of the Government to get away from
an inequitable system and adopt a more
cquitable one. I do not suppose that
any hon. member opposite really desires

that a person who owns a farm should—
hecause of the mere fact that he owns a
farm—contribute to a far greater extent
to hospitals than a man who has an assured
income from salary. This should not be
a question of polities; it should be a ques-
tion of equity.

Mr. G. C. Tavror: I agree that industry
should contribute towards the upkeep of
the hospitals.

Mr. MOORE: It should contribute on an
equitable basis, and that is the whole burden
of my suggestion. The present system
could not be more inequitable, and in con-
sidering its alteration we should not be
guided by political considerations, but by the
need of providing a hospital service for all
the people on the most equitable basis so
that each individual would contribute accord-
ing to his capacity to pay. The Home
Secretary must know that the mere fact of
owning a piece of land with an unimproved
value of £4,000 does not provide capacity
to pay a hospltal tax. The mere fact of
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being an owner in possession does not pro-
vide ability to pay. Climatic conditions,
Jow prices for commodities, and many other
things must be considered.

The HoME SECRETARY: An income of £3
14s. a week to a wage-earner with a wife
and family does not provide much ability to
pay.

Mr. MOORE: There are many owners
of land with an unimproved value of £1,000
or more who do not enjoy an income of even
£3 14s. a week and have to contribute to
hospital upkeep to a greater extent than
people with large incomes; but nobody
bothers whether they are able to contribute
or not. We should endeavour to see that
the contributions are based on ability to
pay and not merely on the unimproved
value of the land owned. If the Home
Secretary knew anything about the con-
ditions of people in the country he would not
sneer at them and say that because their
land carried a certain unimproved value
they could pay. No consideration whatever
is given to the fact that there may be a
mortgage on the land.

The Home SECRETARY :
the country people.

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman has
been sneering at them ever since this debate
began, and he has suggested that they
possess ability to pay because they own
fand with a corta,m unimproved value. No
consideration is given to the fact that the
land may be mortgaged or that it may
otherwise be liable to certain comrmitments.
Nobody can justify the principles of owner-
ship of land and unimproved value of land
as a basis for hospital taxation. Naturally,
in the more closely settled areas of the
cities the hospital service 1s availed of to
a much greater extent than elsewhere, but
there should be equity in the system pro-
viding for contributions for the upkeep of
hospitals

At 12 rnoon,

Mr. W. T. Xixe (Muree),
panel of Temporary Chaumon,
Chairman in the chair.

Mr. MOORE:

anything wrong in that.

_ The Mowr SecrersRy: It is quite sound
if we could get a definition of ““ equity.”

Mr. MOORE: On account of the altered
financial position of the people it might be
[)OSslble to make alterations in the suggos-
tions put forward at that particular time.
The suggestion that because a man has
land of a certain unimproved value in the
books of the local authority does not take
into consideration any liabilities that he
may have on that land. Therefore, any
precept levied on that Jand on the assump-

I did not sneer at

one of the
relicved the

I cannot see that therc is

tion that it recturns the landholder an
income Is guite wrong.

The whole position is inequitable. That
is the point we have arrived at. No

matter what Government are in power the
inequity should be recognised and an
endesvour made to devise some method
whereby the people who have the ability to
pav should have responsibility placed on
their shoulders. Tf a hospital is to be a
community service, then the cost of its
upkeep should be “houldered by the whole
community. The hon. gentleman knows
that the prices of sheep and cattle and all
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produce obtained from the land are so low
H]at the mere fact of possession of land
does not connote ability to pay. The basis
of hospital taxation should be altered to
a wmore equitable system.

Ay, WATERS
After listening ‘m the Leader of the Opoo-
sition, one does not need very much imagina-

(Kelvin Grove) L12.2 P

tion to understand the reason why the
Naitionalist Party desires to displace him
{Opposition dissent.)

from its leadership.

Mr. K= There is no desire to (1134
place him. He has the unanimous support
of all his followers.

Mr., WATERS: He may ha\ ¢ the unani-
mous support of the hon. member for Cool,

who wants to transier his political d,]]"l
ance to Sandgate.

Mr. Kenny: I should not ‘wart your
support at any price.

The hon. member will
I do not know how any
give him its unanimous

Mr. WATERS:
not face the issue.
eleciorate could
support.

Mr. Kexxy: What has
with this vote?

Mr. WATERS:
duced the matter,

that got to do

The hon. membor i'n‘,
and I am going to reply

to him.
Mr. Kuxxy: We can get down to that
level this morning if the Chairman will

allow it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:

Mr. Moore interjected.

Mr, WATERS:
come out of the
speech.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I ask the hon. member to address himself
to the matter under discussion.

Mr. WATERS: I was getting
point when I was interrupted.

Mr. MaxwenL: Mr. King, I ask that the
hon. member for Kelvin Grove be asked to
withdraw his statement that the Leader of
the Opposition had just come out of the
sewer to deliver his speech. It is offensive
to me.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hon. member for Kelvin Grove to with-
draw that statement.

Mr. WATERS : I withdraw. The remarks
of the Leader of the Opposition, particularly
as to the findings of the royal commission
on hospitals, reveal the fact that behind

Urder !

I thought
sewer 10

you had just
deitver  your

to that

all the statements made by him and his
followers about the equality of haospital
maintenance there is a desire to compel

the wage-earners to pav for the upkeep of
hospitals and let that section to which ther
owe allegiance go unscathed. That is the
point of view they always take up. It is
interesting to note that despite the findings
of the 10va1 commission that they ap-
pointed—which they appointed in the full
knowledge that commissioners appointed by
Conservative Governments would bring in
certain findings—the Moore Government
were nct game to give effect to them.
Those findings were made in November,
1930. Fon. members opposite knew full well
that if they imposed a tax on wages as
recommended by the commission, it “would
mean their political extinction, hence their
speeches this morning.

Mr. Waters.]
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I hope that the present hospital policy
of the Governmient will continue. It has
proved a success, and has been responsible
for the developemnt of our hospitals to a
pitch unequalled in any other State in Aus-
tralia. Labour’s policy in this State, par-
ticularly the policy of the Home Secretary
in relation to hospitals, has achieved success
second to none in Australia. In fact, it will
be very difficult to get a more advanced
hospital policy than exists in Queensland
to-day.  Undoubtedly, Mr. Chuter, the
Assistant Under Secretary of the Home
Department, is one of those respousible
for the development of that policy, for he
has given very valuable xcrvice. Mr.
Chuter was one of the persons whom the
Moore Government desired to * get at.”
Several reasons actuated the Moore Go-
vernment in appointing that voyal commis-
sion; one was to displace Mr. Chuter from
the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals
Board, where he was rendering such excel-
lent public service for the community. The
vested interests——the British Medical Associa-
tion—were anxious to have him removed,
and were able to bring such pressure to bear
on the then weak Premier that they accom-
plished their objective. In his admmxcna—
tion Mr. Chuter has undoubtodlw given the
public service aspect major Coxmdemtmn
which is as it should be. No pmtwular
reason exists why the British Medical Asso-
ciation, who, after all represent themselves
and no other section of the community,
should have the last word in hospital
administration. I hope the time is not far
distant when the honorary medical system at
the Brisbane General Hospital will be
abolished and the work undertaken by a
staff of paid specialists. The delays which
occur at present by reason of the cumber-
some honorary system indicate definitely that
a change is needed. and I trust that action
will be taken in the direction of this and
other more cfficient hospital facilities when
finance is available,

It is interesting to note that the British
Medical Association, as a body, consistently
oppose the emctlon of such hospltdh as we
are building in Queensland, elaiming that
the modern general hospital is too frood for
the ordinary patient. In a recent issue of
‘he * British Medical Journal > the opinion
was cxpressed that hospitals were being
made too attractive and that the present
expenditure on that class of building should
cease. I hold the view that we cannot de
enough for the public hospitals, and I hope
that, with the extension of pu blic hospital
facilities, consideration will be glvcn to the
setting up of intermediate wards in these
hospitals. At the present time persons in
veceipt of slightly in excess of the basic wage
are forced to go to a private hos spital,

which, as those who have had experience
know, is a heavy expense. I trust that
ulhnntolv when the Brisbane Ceneral

Hospital is established to the fullest extent.
a full-time wmedical staff will be provided
in every section and that treatment will he
a\zn}dble to all persons who come within a
specified income categorv.  After all, the
Brisbane General Hmp!ta] or anv other
public hospital, should have such facilities
as will enable any casc of major importance
to be dealt with. and the most up-to-date
equipment should be installed.

I pay tribute to the Home Secretary for
waking funds available for the erection of a

My, Waters.
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Women's Hospital in Brisbane. When com-
pleted, that hospital will be one of the finest
in the southern hemisphere and will be a
lasting monument to the humanitarian policy
of Labour and to the fact that the Labour
Government in Queensiand have done much
for the sick and needy of the community.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, Ithaca) [12.11 p.m.]: The Leader of
the ()pponmon appeared to be rather hurt
because 1 suggested that the policy of the
Nationalist Party was to support hospitals
by a tax on wages. That is the recommen-
dation as he read it from the report of the
royal commission. ‘ Salaries and incomes”
are added with the intention of deluding the
wage-earner into the belief that he was not
to be so badly hit. The recommendation was
that there should be a tax on wages. It
was not recommended that there should be
a graduated tax, it meant that the same rate
should be imposed, and if that method were
carried out 1t would mean that an unfor-
tunate wage-carner who might be engaged
at some laborious occupation on half wages
would have to shoulder the same burden as
people who are able to indulge in the highest
forms of extravagance. No mention is made
of a graduated tax, and knowing the objec-
tion of the Moore Government to that form
of taxation we can rest assured it would
not have been a graduated tax.

I will explain to hon. member: what a
tax on wages, salaries, and incomes would
mean. The tax on wages, salaries, and
incomes for relief purposes, which is » gradu-
ated tax, and applies at rates of from 3d.
to 1s. in the £1 on incomes over £1,000 a
vear, brings in a return of £1,954,000. The
stamp tax on wages brings in £1,214,000,
leaving a balance of L74O 000. It will be
gseen that a flat rate tax on wages, salaries,
and incomes would mean that the wage-
carner would pay five-sixths of the cost of
rlmning the hospitals. That is what I meant
when I said that the late Government wanted
to unload the cost of maintaining the hos-
pitals on to the wage-carner. The late
Government did not do it, because they
feared the axe, which they eventually got
at the 1932 election.

Refercnce was made by the Leader of the
Opposition to my h'umg eliminated some-
thing which had previously been inserted
in the Hoq pitals Act by the ex-Home Sccre-
tary, the present Secretary for Mines. That
is true, The Labour Government aie not
concrete from the ears up. Having intelli-
gence and a desire to do things, the Govern-
ment keep on improving their work at every
available opportunity. Because we passed an
Act in 1915 with the object of doing certain
things, it does not follow that it represents
the limit of our wisdom or achievement.
The work of the Labour Party is progres-
sive, and if we can sec a way clear to make
lIYlplOVOlH(‘Dt% we have the intelligence to do
so. The Leader of the Opp051t1on referred
to the provision which allowed the people
in a local authority area to raise their share

of the contributions by voluntary effort if
they wished to do so. They could raise the
money by art unions, fetes, dances, and so

on, and not have to put a penny on to the
rates at all; but no local authority received
a shilling “under that provision, showing
that the people as a whole would sooner
have a tax equitably spread over all resi-
dents of the hospital district rather than
have the work left on the shoulders of those
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who are more generous and willing te do
it. Nobody has taken any interest in raising
funds for any hospital in this way, and a
great percentage of those who can best
afford to contribute do not do so. Those
peopie who have done the work have always
a sneaking sort of feeling that they are
looked upon as fools by the people who are
evading their share of responsibility to the
State.  That provision was put in by the
hon. member for Maryborough when he was
Home Secretary, in order to allow the local
authority to raise by voluntary means—

Mr. Tozer: Did you ever try since the
hospitals tax came in?

The HOME SECRETARY : Nobody tried

to do it.
Mr. Tozer: You cannot raisc a penny.

The HOME SECRETARY: The people
realise that it is better to make everybody
do his share. In addition, provision was
made in the Acgt that in the event of
bequests being made to hospitals, they also
would be set off against the local authori-
ties contributions to the hospital maintain-
ence fund. If any one left a bequest to
the DBrisbane General Ilospital, instead of
being an advantage to the Hospitals Board
1t would become a credit to the Brisbane City
C'ouncil and other component local authori-
ties and reduce their precept by that amount.
We have not many people in Queensland
who do leave such bequests—I do not think
there are any from Cape York to Coolan-
gatta who would make a bequest to a local
authority in order to save it from levying
rates,  Congsequently bequests become almost
unheard of. The only ones received now
are those under wills made years ago before
the Hospitals Act was passed. Recently a
woman left £5,000 to the Maryborough Hos-
pital.  That lady never intended to leave
that sum to the Maryborough City Council.
[lad that been her intention she would
frave been intelligent enough to word her
will in such a way as to say so. She left
that sumn to the hospital. That matter was
taken up at the request of those local authori-
ites who knew 1t would be immoral to
thwart the wishes of the deccased lady by
Landing the sum over to the local authority.
They requested that the amount be unszed
fer the improvement of the hospital ser-
vice. whiclr was in operation for the bencfit
of the community., The amendment to the
act I introduced enabled this to be done.
Before the Act was thus amended the Local
Authorities Conference passed a resolution
asking that it be done and a deputation

walted upon me asking me to do it. They
realised that with the Act as it was no

cffort would ever be made locally for hospi-
tal services, nor would it induce people who
might happen to be desirous of making a
lequest to the hospital to put their desires
into effect. The amendment to the Act now
makes it possible for the people of any
district to make an effort locally for some
modern equipment to be installed in their
hospital.  ¥or instance, a local effort can
be made to provide an X-ray plant or auyv
other special service. Moneys can be raised
and used for a specific purpose. Any person
desirous of making a bequest to a particular
hospital can do so, knowing that the pur-
pose for which the money is bequeathed will
he respected. If money is left to the hospi-
tal board as a general bequest, it must be
userd to provide some additional or improved
service, and not for general maintainence

1934—2 1
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or the reduction of the amount of precept
to be levied by the local authority. No
testator would bequeath money for the relief
of rates. When money is bequeathed to a
hospital, the benefactor must have at the back
of his or her mind a dexire to improve the
hospital service.

Mr. Tozer: Your Government amended
the Act the vear before Jast.

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, at the
request of the Local Authoritics’ Association.
As a maiter of fact, it was that association
which brought that phase of the Act to my
notice; and, after consideration, the GO\"G'I'IL
ment decided that the Local Authorities’
Association was right. The section as it
previously read was a deterrent against
bequests to a hospital or the raising of meney
by local effort.

The matter of the Marecba Hospital has
been brought before the Committee. The
last communication received from the hon.
niember for Cook is dated ¢ 2nd October,
19347 and is addressed to the Asuistant
Under Secretary, Mr. C. E. Chuter. Search-
ing through the file ¥ find that no other
letter or communication was received from
hiim since the 14th February last. On 14th
February last the hon. member for Coock
called upon me, accompanied by a Mr.
Newell,  The latter gentleman piaced the
position of the Mareeba Hospital before me,
and T decided that that institution should
reccive some assistance. And this 15 an
instance of the condition into which volun-
tary lospitals get during times of depres-
sion, when the workers have not got the
mioney to contribute towards the maintenance
of the hospital. The position of the Mareeba
Hospital last vear was as follows:—

£

Laecal subseriptions . 710

Workers’ contriburions .. 228
_ 938

Endowment ... ... 1,165

Golden Casket grant .. 395

Special grant 500
—— £2,060

The contributions to the Marecba Hespital
last vear amounted t5 £710. The working
people of the Railway Departinent have a
contributory scheme, and by dedactions from
their wages the amouct f £228 was raised.
A group of work contributed £228, as
against £710 contribur.d by the remainder
of the community ! The Government made
a contribution of £2.060 towards the main-
tenance of that hospital.  What sort of
“voluntary svstemn 7 could one call this,
when $£2,060 has to come from the Govern-
ment bocause the locs]l comumunity raised
ounly £938, and of that amount £228 came
by way of voluntary deductions from the
wages of the working people? Hon. mem-
bers can see the position into which these
hospitals are drifting. Certainly the Govern-
ment did not begrudge the hospital the
amount granted. Times had been bad in
the Mareeba district. The Government make
cvery endeavour towards the maintenance of
a hospital. The sorvice must be kept going
at all costs. If the community desive that
their institution be carried on under the
* voluntary system,” then, «f course, we, as
the Government, give all the assistance in
sur power. The viewpaint of the Govern-
ment is that the hospital service must not
cease, and if the circamstances are such that

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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a given hospital cannot function as a ¢ volun- Mr. KENNY: For political purposes,

hospital, then it must function as a
jet ho~p11’11

The service must be
e for the benecfit of the people. The
special grant to the Mareeba Hospital was
hwr given as an advance in order to see how
the committee would carry on; but it was
cenverted into a grant in June last. The
department has been very liberal towards
the Marceba Hospital in maintaining the
service; but it is our duty to see that such
services are carrvied on, The story of
Mareeba could be repeated in conncction
\mth a multitude of other country districts
in the State. The Leader of the Opposition
suggested that the Government did not worry
about the country people, but I guarantee
that ke could not go into any (’ountn hos-
pital in Queensland to-day without seeing
somewhat the same kind of record—assist-
ance gladly and freely given by the Home
Dopqnmont to cnable the hospital services
to ke carried on.

\11 KENNY (Cook) [12.25 pm.]: In
repiy to the Minister I Wlsh to say that it
is quite correet that there is no communica-
tion on the files of the department from me
between 14th February, 1934 and 2nd Octo-
ber. 1934. Although I wrote on 2nd October,
1934, after an interview with the Mareeba
hospital committee, I have had no acknow-
ledgment to that letter, and that is twenty-
three days ago.

The HoMme SECRETARY :
to nre.

Myr. KENNY : That makes no difference;
all the correspondence comes before the hon.
gentleman. The department has been trying
to get him to make up his mind.

The Home SECRETARY: Where were you
betwesn Febronary and October?

Mr. KENNY : I shall tell the Minister.
Dmmw that time I was interviewing depart-
wenta! ofticers, and time and time again
I tod them that 1 realised the position of
the department aud that I did not wish to
embarrass it.

The Howme SzcreEtany: I went to Mareeba
and saw the hospital committee myself.

Mr. KENNY: I allowed the Minister to
make his speech without interruption, and
I expect the sawne courtesy from him.
tried to help him when I raised this ques-
tion, but he endeavoured to belittle me by
getting down to the gutter, as he usually
rics 10 get down to the gutter.

Home SzcrReTARY: I wanted to sce

You did not write

Mr. XENNY: On 16th February, 1934,
I 1n(u1.cd a notification from the depalt-
ment advising that if the council would
wals o pavment to the hospital committee
the Government would endow the grant.
Aftey that the Government did make an
advance to the hospital committee against
(‘udo\nnr‘nt that it was to get later on.
I wazs advised of that on 16th February,
1934. Lut I hkad no communication after
that. The grant of £500 that the Minister
mentioned in this Chamber, which T should
have known about. was dgleed to by him
when he interviewed the ccommittee 1n the
course of his visit North in July this year.
He made that grant then, but he did not
notify me, as the hon. ‘member for the
district, and he did not intimate to his

officers that they should advise me,
Mr. Branp: Why?

[Hon. . M. Hanlon.

purely and simply. How could he expect
the hon. member for the district to know
about that grant? It shows where the abuse
of privilege and power is coming in for poli-
tical purposes.

The Houe Sgcrerary: Have you not had
time to call since July?

Mr. KENNY: If the Minister will inquire
from his officers they will tell him that I
have been in his office every month inquiring
about the position. It is not the function
of a member of Parliament to annoy a
department by calling every day when a
request has been lodged; he awaits notifica-
tion when action is takPn

Mr. WiLiavs: The Minister has been in
this Chamber for four days a week.

Mr. KENNY:
ber between 16th February,
August, 1934.

The Houe
since August.

Mr, KENNY: T do not blame an hon.
member for developing an argument against
his opponent, but at least I expect the hon.
gentleman to be fair and to quote facts.
I do not expect an abuse of power and
privilege for political purposes. The Minis-
ter has vet to learn that if he cannot be
fair we shall treat with him in that way so
as to secure the Justice to which we are
entit'ed. If he “will develop his argu-
ments on sound lines based on facts we shall
deal with him on the same basis. He has
never received anything but courtesy from
me, and he is never likely to be treated
otherwise so long as I am treated with
courtesy by him. 1 object to the attitude
he has taken up to-day. He made that grant
at Mareeba, and did not notify me, and on
looking at the file I can see no notification
thercon. e has nat said a word about the
repairs to that hospital. One of his officers
visited the Institution to report upon its
physical condition, and I now challenge the
Minister to read Mr. Bradbury’s report to
the Committee. The report seis out that
the buildings are in a dilapidated condition,
that the floors and walls are rotting away,
and that naturally people with money go
elsewhere for treatment. No definite deci-
sion has been made by the Government,
but if they are determined to * district”
this hospital then the Minister knows that
he can make an advance to enable the
people to build a new hospital.

The Home Secrerary: Do you not think
that the people who have money and go
elsewhere for treatment should contribute
voluntarily to this hospital?

Br. KENNY: If it was °districted”
they would have to do so. I am referring to
the report of Mr. Bradbury.

The IoME SECRETARY Interjected.

Mr, KENNY: I know it is getting under
the skin of the Minister, but I cannot help

that. Mr. Bradbury also reports that no
provision is made——

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Orvder!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude TValley)
[12.30 p.m.]: I desire on this vote to pay a
tribute to the efficiency and good work car-
ried out by the Brlsbane and South Coast
Hospitals Board in the administration of

He was not in this Cham-
1934, and 14th

SECRETARY : 1 have been here
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the Brisbane General Hospital. That work
has becen noted by all, who will agree that
the administration is highly efficient and
that the general public receive good ser-
vice. I commend the work of the secretary,
Mr. Bolton, and the Assistant Under Secre-
tary, Mr. Chuter, As representative of the
district in which the hospital is situated 1
have had much to do with them in the last
twelve months. I can say sincerely that at
all times they have given me much assist-
ance in the interests of the hospital and
the district T represent.

It is also pleasing to say that the very
progressive hospital policy laid down by
the former Labour Administration is being
continued by the present Government under
the careful guidance of the present Home
Secretary, It is gratifying to learn that
the hospitai system throughout the State
has in recent years shown a “distinct improve-
ment, One has a vivid recollection of the
old time system believed in by hon. mem-
bers opposite when hospitals were allowed
practically to look after themselves. It
remained for this party to introduce a sound
progressive policy which meant much in
the administration and progress of hospital
services, Thanks to the Labour Party the
hospital svstem operating in this State is
the finest in the Commonwealth. The system
whereby maternity wards have been added
to the hospitals has brought immense benc-
fits to the people.

As the representative of Fortitude Valley
I desire to express my appreciation of the
fact that the Government are now proceed-
ing with the ercction of a Women’s Hospi-
tal adjacent to the General Hospital. I
admire that decision, but shall not be satis-
fied until I witness on the present site of

the DBrisbane General Hospital an up-to-
date hospital block in keeping with the

importance of this city, and one which will
be a credit not only to the Government but
the people as well,

Considerable comment has been made by
the Opposition relative to the methods of
financing hospitals. In assessing the value
of those comments one is justified in recalling
the attitude adopted by them in the past
and comparing it with their present atti-
tude. Apparently their attitude is similar
to their attitude generally on the principles
of taxation, that is, that the masses of
the people should bear the burden while
their rich friends should be exempted where
possible,  This much can be said: that
boiled down the arguments advanced by the
Oppoaulon amount to taking the burden of
hospital taxation off the shoulders of those
hest able to bear it and placing it on the
shoulders of those least able to bear it.
I subscribe to the policy of the Government
which lays down the axiom that the inci-
dence of taxation shall be borne by those
best able to bear it. Much criticism has
taken place on that policy. The hon. mem-
ber for Cook, in the irresponsible way in
which he usually addresses this Cormmttee
has endeavoured to make out a case in
favour of the retention of the worn out
system of voluntary contributions for hospi-
tal finance. Charity is all right in its place,
and voluntary contributions also have their
place. but experience is most valuable in
deciding whether committees administering
hospitals should rely on voluntary contri-
butions, the great bulk of which come from
those least able to afford them. I can bring
practical experience to my aid, for 1 was
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once the member for an electorate in the
south-western portion of this State in which
I observed the operation of the voluntary
system. I have a very delinite argument
to adduce this morning to show that the
system introduced by the Government pro-
\1dmg for district hospitals and for equitable
taxation is far ahead of the old system
which relied upon voluntary contributions,
backed by subsidies from the Government.

At 12.37 p.m.,

The CHATRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I need only refer
to the fact that the majority of the efforts
under the voluntary system, so far as country
hospitals were concerned, were undertaken
by working men. Race moet1ng~ and other
forms of entertainments were organised for
the purpose of raising funds, and after a
number of years of expeuence an examination
of that system leads me to the conclusion
that approximately 75 per cent. of the
revenue raised for the support of hospitals
came from the efforts of the working people
in those districts. A further examination
will show that where the system of voluntary
support is retained in country districts
to-day, that system is justified and supported
by those who, under the district system,
would contribute most. That in itself is a
straightout proof that under the voluntary
system the owners of large properfies in
pastoral and other districts do not pay pro-
portionately the sum contributed by the
workers in those districts. That system 18
rctained by people who fear the introduction
of the district system because they will be
called upon to pay an equitable amount if
that system s applied to their district. Let
ne give an illustration to show which is the
more  successful system. The progressive
town of Charleville has been much in the
limelight in the past few days in connection
with the Melbourne Centenary air rage.
Although it is onc of the most progressive
towns m Western Queensland, up to the
present it can only claim to have a hospital
that is inferior, both in design and con-
struction, to ho~me in the St. George and
Dirranbandi districts. The reason i: that
Charleville has retained the old system of
voluntary support. but I am glad to note
that recently a move was made to introduce
a better system and to erect an up-to-date
hospital more in kecping with the town and
the ideals of its pcople. As against the
experience of that town, let me quote the
George and Dirranbandi
portions of the Balonne district. Some
considerable time ago the distriet system
was applied, and as a result a most up-to-
date and fully-equipped hospital is available
in each town. Moreover, these hospitals
meet with no criticism, cither from those who
subacribe the bulk of the tax or from those
who may not contribute owing to their very
limited income. It can be very definitely
stated, therefore, that more progress has been
made in }10s1)1ta1 administration where the
district system is availed of than in distriets
that still cling to the old wornout idea of
maintaining their institutions by voluntary
subscriptions.

I have very decided views on the important
question of hospital administration, and
whilst I desite to cecmpliment the (,O\em-
ment on the introduction of a pregressive
policy T shall not be satisfied until the day
arrives when hospital and ambulance services
—and the ambulance organisation is finding

Myr. Brassington.]
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it difficult to carry on under the present
voluntary system—are directly controlled by
and responsible to the State all along the
line. When that day arrives we shall be
able to say with truth that an equitable
progressive system is operating 1in the
interests of the people of the State.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [12.41
p.m.]: Reference has been made this morning
to the report of the Royal Commission on
Hospitals appointed by the Moore Govern-
ment in 1930. That commission drew atten-
tion to the desirability of compulsory third-
party risk insurance in respect of motor
‘ehlcles and pointed out the burden on
public hospitals arising from motor vehicie
accidents. During the year prior to the
sitting of the commission 269 motor car acci-
dent cases were admitted to the Brisbane
(Greneral Hospital, and on the average each
case was attended to for twenty-one days;
in other words 5,716 days wete spent in
hospital by patlu‘ts who had suffered injury
through motor cars. The commission rightly
pointed out that it was unable to say
definitely how many of those accidents could
be attributed to negligence on the part of
drivers or negligence on the part of the
individual who was injured, but the commis-
sion definitely 1enogmsed that consideration
should be given to the desirableness of intro-
ducing compulsory insurance against third-
party “risk. I wish fo advocate that method.
At the present time there are a tremendous
number of cars being driven in Brisbhane
and throughout the State which do not carry
one penny of third-party insurance, and are
a definite menace to the community if driven
negligently. Tt doos not matter how careful
an individual is, there is always likely to be
an element of nevhneﬁre in his driving.

A motor car company w hich is in liguida-

tion has cars plying for hire in Brisbane
at the pt(unnt time. and in the event of
accident with serious or fatal results due
to negligence on  the part of drivers
employed by the company, not one penny
of compensation could be obtained from
the company: nor would there be any possi-
hility of obmmmg anvthing  from the car
driver, berause his wuges would hardly be
sufficient to support him. In 1928 the New
Zealand Govertment considered this matter
and introduced a measure compelling owners
of motor vehicles to take out insurance against
third-party insurance. It is under the con-

trol of the Government. and I take it that -

the premiums are collected in a similar
manner to tho collection of main roads regis-
tration fees in this State. T suggest to the
Iome Secretary. and also to the Assistant
Treasurer as DMinister administering the
State Government Insurance Office, that a
thorourzh investigation be made into the
possibility of mtmducmg compulsory third-
party insurance for motor cars in Queens-
land.

Mr. G.- C. TAYLOR |Fnormem) [12.44
n.m.]: I think the discussion this morning
has, to a certain extent. developed the argu-
ment put forward by me last night in regard
to  the mamtenancn and equipment of
hospitals.  There is evidently 'a feeling
amongst members on both sides of the Com-
mittee that the old system cannot success-
fully maintain the hospital services of this
State; and the only difference of opinion
is in regard to the manner in which the tax
shall be raised. I believe that the workers
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in industry, who contribute the major cost
of hospital maintenance to-day, and the con-
trollers of industry should be taxed to main-
tain hospitals upon a national basis. The
(Government are doing their best under the
system of subsidies.

The pecple who control the hospitals and
the subscribers in the various centres cannot
agree on the question of ¢ districting” their
hospitals. During my recent trip l\ozth I
visited the Mareeba hospital. The institu-
tion was a disgrace not only to the disirics
but also to the persons who were function-
it as the committee of the hospital. The
buildings were falling to pieces and were
unhealthy and unhygienic. There was the
sorry spectacle of a nursing sister endeavour-
ing to sterilise instruments in a cut down
kerosene tin over a primus stove. That is
a striking illustration both to the Govern-
ment and the people of the district of the
need of a system of nationalisation of hos-
pitals. Under the present system of public
~ubnrmtlon hospitals cannot be maintained
in an efficient manner, equipped with the
necessary implements and made hygienic
cnough to give the best service to the unfortu-
nate individuals who have to make use of
them, There is no doubt that if the State has
arrived at this stage of lack of development
and under-equipment of hospitals the ques-
tion of their upkeep will have to become a
national one. Whether the hon. member for
Cunningham likes it or not, the sysiem in
operation to-day can be improved upon, but
onlv by an equitable distribution of the costs
of the service. Nationalisaticn is based on
the principle of equity. I consider that the
industrial workers would not contribute one
penny more under such a system than they
are contributing under the system in opera-
tion at the present time. The instance of
the Mareeba Ilospital proves conclusively
what can happen when there is a difference of
opinion between the hospital committee and
the local authority. One scction cares noi
whether the hospital be ‘ districted’” or
otherwise so long as the money is forth-
coming and the conditions of the institution,
which “should be the parmount consideration.
is of no concern. The system under which
the Mareeba Hospital is working is not in
the best interests of the health of the com-
munity.

\It WILLIAMS  (Port  Curtis) [12.50
p.m.}: I should like to express my apprecia-
tion of the work of the officers of the Home
Department and the Department of Public
Works for the very fine type of hospital
buildings being erected throughout the State
at the present time. Just recently the Minis-
ter had the pleasure of opening a new wing
attached to that very fine institution, the
Warwick Hospital, and in a few weeks' time
he will be accorded the satisfaction of per-
forming a similar function at the Gladstone
hospital.

I understand that the number ol baby
clinies erected or in course of erection
throughout the State totals sixteen. It is

rather interesting to note that in 1923, when
the Tabour Covernment went out of office,
the birth-rate of Queensland was the second
highest in the world and the doath rate the
second  lowest. 1 believe New Zealand
reached better figures in both instances.
I do not know whether the advent of the
Moore Government had anything to do with
the alteration of those conditions, but
whether it was the result of interference with
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the social services, or reduction of wages or
not it seems remarkable that the birth rate
and death rate then took on an entirely
different aspect when compared with any
other time in the history of the State. [
kope the Government will continue the con-
struction of these clinics and the other neces-
saries of public life.

Yesterday the hon. member for Keppel
raized the question of a home for the aged
and infirm in Central Queensland. He sug-
gosted jts situation should be Rockhampton.
While T have no desire to deny him that
pleasure. 1 wish to urge the claims of Glad-
stone as being the most usitable site for such
an institution. Gladstone is favoured with
a very beautiful harbour and its climatic
conditions are superior to those of Rock-
hampton. Irrespective of the site, however,

am quite prepared to support the hon.
member in his claim for such a home.

The asrial medical service has been refer-
red to by a number of hon. members, and
I wish to support them in their remarks
that this is a branch of medical service of
prime importance, and one which should
tecelve every encouragement from the Go-
vernment by way of financial assistance. I
am afraid that insufficient mention has been
made of the wonderful work of Dr. John
“lynn, who deserves a generous meed of
mraise in counection with it. I hope that
the Government. through the Home Depart-
ent, will give every assistance to its main-
tenance and improvement. I understand
that when the present Secretary for Mines
was Home Sccretary the State and Federal
Governments agreed to provide a fund to
inaugurate this wonderful aecrial medical
service to the far flung western portions of
the State.

Referciice has been made to the services
of hospital boards, and, unfortunately, it
tias been stated that the majority of the
members  were  representatives  from  the
ALP s, That 1¢  not correct, but
whether it was so or not, the work car-
ried out by the representatives, whether of
the Government, local authorities, or conmtri-
butors. is very commendable, and has given
grneral satisfaction throughout the State.

Reference has been made to the Sun-
shine League of Ipswich, which has per-
formed a wonderful service under the
dovoted guidance of the Ipswich newspaper,
the “ Queensland Times.” The hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich has pointed out the wonder-
fui work that the hospital committee and
its members are doing, and I express the
hope that it will be allowed to continue this
magnificent work.  There was recently
formed in Gladstone a committee known
as the Hospital Comforts’ Committee, for
the purpose of providing wireless, head
’phones, library, and other amenities calcu-
lated to relieve the tedium and weariness
of hospital life. The committee comprises
a band of women, of whom the wife of the
medical superintendent is the president, the
wife of a doctor in private practice is the
treasurer, and the wife of a well-known
business man in the town is the secretary.
The establishment of this committee indi-
cates the interest that is being taken in
hospital work. The people recognise the
value of hospital work, and they appreciate
the very fine services provided by the Go-
vernment to their officers. That committee
is about to appeal to the Home Depart-
ment for some financial  assistance, on
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either a £1 for £1 or a 10s. in the £1 basis,
and I hope that the department, through
one of its channels, will see fit to assist shis
body in its effort to provide the comforts
for a hospital of the size and importance
of Gladstone.

In conclusion, I want again to express my
pleasure at the treatment that I have
received from the Home Department at all
times. It has been a pleasure to me to
visit it. At no time has the department
seen fit to turn down any reasonable request
by me for the alleviation of suffering—for
the building of clinics, for a dental insti-
tute, or for improvements or additions to
hospitals throughout my electorate.

Item (Idospitals) agreed to.

INSANITY.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.

Hanlon, Ithaea) [12.58 p.m.]: I move—
“ That £189,489 be granted for

¢ Insanity.”

The vote this year has been increased by
£5,360. The increase is accounted for by
two extra nurses and an apprentice car-
penter at Goodna. The increased appropria-
tion for Goodna is £1,771. In the case of
Ipswich the increases are accounted for by
ithe appointment of a clerk and extra nurses.
A children’s ward has been established for
imbecile children with speclally constructed
and specially designed playing areas. At
Toowoomba a new ward has been opened.
An additional ‘assistant medical guperin-
tendent has been appointed, together with a
part-time dentist and two extra nurses. An
assistant form bailiff has also been appoinied.
The increase required in connection with
these appointments is £2,120. In connection
with contingencies, the additional number
of patients at Toowomba entails an increased
maintenance charge of £I1,100, whilst the
new children’s ward at Ipswich requires an
additional amount of £273 in connection

with contingencies. 'These are the main
directions in which the vote has been
increased.

Ttem (Insanity) agreed fo.
LAZARET.
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlen, Itheew) {2 pom.]: I move—
“That £7,133 be granted for
ret.” 7

The vote is an increase of £296 on the
1933-34 TEstimates. The number of patients
is about the same, on the sixty mark. Five
had been discharged during the year cured.
Just recently, in the course of an investiga-
tion bvy Dr. Nimmo, of Thursday Island,
whom the departinent asked to make a sur-
vey of the aborigines of the Gulf, a nest
of four lepers was located at one of the
mission stations. They had to be trans-
ported to Brisbane. Early in the year the
Federal Minister for Ilealth, Mr. Marr,
called on me in Brisbane and made some
suggestion with regard to providing a medi-
cal inspection of the natives in the whole
of Northern Australia. I informed Mr. Marr
that the Queensland Government were
already doing that in Queensland, and that
we already had a medical service for our
natives, I raised with Mr, Marr the ques-
tion of providing an aboriginal lazaret at
some point in Northern Australia where
leprous aborigines from the Northern por-
tions of Queensland, the Northern Terri-
tory. and the north-western portion of

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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Western Austiralia could be segregated and
treated. It is most cxpensive to bring
aboriginal lepers from the Cape York Penin-
sula to Brisbane. In the case of the four
leprous aborigines located on the western
shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria a special
boat was commissioned to bring them around
Cape York to Cairns, where they were
placed abroad a train and brought to Bris-
bhane. Of course, the Government had to
provide a police escort to Brisbane, If
the Governments of Australia are going
to tackle the whole problem of aborigines
thoroughly, then some centrally situated
leper station should be established at some
point in the northern part of Australia. More
than half of the patients at Peel Island are
aborigines. It is quite possible that the
survey of the aborigines that has been car-
ried on for the past two years will lead
to the discovery of more of their number
suffering from 101)1OSV It is a very expen-
sive item to bring them to Brltbano and
it would be far more satisfactory if some
centrally situated leprosarium werce founded
in Northern Australia for their treatment.
The entrance of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment into that scheme will provide a better
system of treatment, more complete clinical
work, and a more thorough investigation
into the disease, which should ultimately
eradicate it from Northern Australia. Noth-
ing has been arranged. but we shall endea-
vour to keep in touch with the Federal

Government until the question has been
settled.
Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [2.4 pm}: I

thank the Home Sccretary for giving the
Clommittee information regarding the lazarect.
TUnfortunately we have no information con-
cerning the lazarct either in the report from
the Health Department, or in the report of
the sub-departments of the Home Depart-
ments, and conscquently I have not been
al*le to get any information respecting the
work thele I want to obtain information
more particularly as to whether the chaul-
moogra oil treatment is being continued and
whether it is proving suceessful,

The SECRETARY FOor Pruiic INSTRUCTION @
You will find the report at page 7 in the
annual report of the Commissioner of Public
Herlth,

M. R, M. KING: T am sorry
failed to find it. P10Hab v the information

1 want will be found in that report.
The Mowr SECRETARY: Yes.
tem (Lazarct) agreed to.

MEDTCAL.

The HOME SECRETARY (Flon. E. M.
Hanlen, Jthaed) 2.6 pom}: T move—
“That £2.653 Lo ¢ ¢ Medi-
a] bR

This is the vote which covers the salaries of
the various Government miedical officers
threughout the State, and alse the Registrar
of the Medical Board and other boards.
The amount of £629, which iz shown under
“ Medical and Other Boards.” and -which
represents the salary of the registrav, clerk,
and clerk-tvpist who do the work of the
various professional boards, will be refunded
ta the Sfate by those beards, for whom, in
acrordarice with the alteration last vear, this
st+«ff now does the work.

Ttvm agreed to.

[Hon. E. M. Hanlon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

that 17

Supply.

POLICE.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, 7tknea) [2.8 p.m.]: I move—
“That £495,485 be granted for
¢ Police.” ?

This vote is an increase on the appropriation
for last year, for several reasons. First,
the reintroduction of the 44-hour week malkes
it necessary again this yecar to provide over-
time allowance for the police. Further,
provision is made for thirty additional non-
commissioned and commissioned officers and
twenty additional constables. In addition,
the effective strength of the force has been
increased by the appointment of twenty-five
cadet clerks in the Commissioner’s office,
the Traffic office, the Chief Inspector’s office,
and the Criminal Investigation Branch on
work that was previously done by non-
commissioned cfficers and constables. A
system of training recruits as cadet police-
men has been instituted. The number of
active members of the force has been
increased by only twenty, but the effective
strength has been increased by forty-five.

Mr. R. M. KING (Zogan) [2.10 p.m.]: I
pay a tribute to the work of the police, who
perform their many duties in a satisfactory
manner. The new traffic regulations are
being administered cfficiently, and I am
hopeful that before long the Quecnsland
police will have reached that high degree of
efficiency which characterises the Melbourne
traffic police, whose werk is of outstanding
merit. The public are gradually assimilating
the new traffic regulations, and with their
co—operation the work of traffic control will
be greatly Improved. One traffic officer,
whose work alwavs cxcited my admlratlor,,
was an individual known as ‘ Sandy,” wh-
vas on duty at the Queen-street end of
Victoria Bridge——

The HOME SECRETARY:
moted now.

Mr. R. M. KING: I am glad to know
that. He is a very eflicient officer, who
always kept his head. His work was in
marksd contrast with that of some of the
vounger members of the force on traffic
duty, who sometimes lost their head. When
they did make a mistake it sometimes hap-
pened that they would turn around and pass
an uncomplimentary remark to the motorist
concerned. Of course. that conduct should
not be tolerated, and, fortunately, is not the
general rule. Perhaps the offenders are
more guilty of over-zealousness than any-
thing else. At all events, at the present
rate of progress we shall have a thoroughly
well-regulated traffic control very shortly.

Mr. TOZER (Gympie) [2.12 p.m.]: 1 notice
the increase in the vote for ** Police” is
approximately #£13,000, and although the
Minister has stated that there has been a
considerable increase in the strength of the
force, it appears to me from the Estimates
that the total has only increased by four.
For instance, it will be found that in 1933-34
there were 947 constables, and for the present
vear the Estimates show 927, and in 1933-34
the number of acting scrgeants was 173 and
the number for 1934-35 is 203. I assume
that the net increase is not any more than
four, as disclosed by the Estimates. As the
btdte is progressing and the population
increasing, it is only natural that the police
force should increase. I cannot sce anything
unreasonable as far as this vote is cou-
cerned. In the country districts the

He has becn pro-
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vumbers of the police are limited and at
times are scarcely sufficient, but when any-
thing unforeseen occurs additional police are
transported to places where they are urgently
required.

The Houe SpcreTary: The total number
has been reduced by the abolition of thirty
trackers,

Mr. GLEDSON ({pswich) [2.14 p.m.]: The
action of the Home Secretary in re-estab-
lishing the police district of Ipswich 1is
commended by the people in that area. Just
recently an inspector has been appointed for
the whole of that distriet, and the reorganisa-
tion that has taken place will afford the
police a better opportunity of efficiently
coping with the work in that area. I think
everyone realises that the duties of the
police are multitudinous, and some of the
work which they were called upon to do in
times of emergency is now becoming part of
their daily work, and the result is thas
numbers of police attached to sub-stations
are unable to leave the office all day unless
in re:ponse to an urgent call. The appoint-
ment of an inspector at Ipswich was not
made owing to the prevalence of crime in
that wrea, because it is very seldom that
there is a case of crime at Ipswich. Some
cases were tried at that court recently, but
the offenders were not residents of that
area; theéy were birds of passage who werc
laid by the heels by alert police officers at
that centre.

The question of the control of pedestrian
traffic—and I refer particularly to the district
I reside in—calls for urgent consideration. I
ask the Home Secretary to consider seriously
the question of the control of pedestrian
traffic with the object of compelling people
to walk on the footpaths instead of along
the centre of the road. Very serious acei-
dents have occurred during the past few
months owing to this practice.

Mr. Mager: Fatalities.

Mr. GLEDSON : And fatalities. Not very
long ago in my locality three young girls
were walking to attend a function arrarged
by the Sunshine League and one of them
was knocked down and killed. That case
came before the court for trial and 1 do
not intend to go into its merits or demerits.
Another fatality occurred in the vicinity, but
that is still sub judice. In this instance twn
voung people, one twentv-two and the other
twenty-three years of age. were hurled into
cternity. When such accidents as these occur
it is cur duty not only to investigate the
canse but also to explore every nossible
means of preventing such happenings in
future.  Although local authorities provide
footpaths, pedestrians with an utter disregard
to the dangers they are running by walking
on the road refuse to use them. Motorists
who have to make use of the Ipswich road,
which is the main arterial route for trans-
port to the West, the South, or the Kingaroy
district, are of opinion that the worst
stretch of road in this respect is that between
Dinmore and Booval. Tt ig on that portion
of the road that most of the serious accidents
have occurred, and perhaps the main cause
is the necessity of pedestrians having to walk
on the bitumen road on account of the
absence of footpaths.  Every motorist 1s
aware of the great difficulty of driving at
night against a car coming in the opposite
direction.  The lights of the oncoming car
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dazzle the driver, and if there be two
vehicles coming in the opposite direction the
difficultics are accentuated. The driver of u
car iz placed in the predicament of hav-
ing to stop or procced wt a snail’'s pace,
and even so run the risk of knocking dowu
some person walking along the road. I am
giving the illustration in order to urge the
Home Secretary to see whether something
could not be included in the Traffic Acts
giving the polico the power to compel pedes-
trians to make use of the footpaths when
such are provided. This might reduce the
number of accidents that are occurring. If
the local authorities were compelled to pro-
vide footpaths the police should have the
necessary power to make the people use them.
Some years ago, when I was a member of
the Moreton Shire Council, the danger
to children from the Bundamba School was
raised by the school committee because they
had to cross a bridge which also conveyed
venicular trafficc.  As an outcome of nego-
tiations the Ipswich City Council and the
Moreton Shire Council constructed a wooden
bridge for pedestrians runring parallel with
the vehicular bridge, but pedestrian traffie
still versists in dodging in and out of the
vehicular traffic using the main bridge, and
the adults are the worst offenders In this
respect.

Mr. Moore: I suppose they complain of
the motor traffic dodgirg in and out among
the people.

Mr. GLEDSON:”Yes. Only two wenks
ago I had occasion to keep an appointment
on o Saturday night, and driving on the
road I was compelled to pull up three times
on the section between Bundamba and Boo-
val. The experience of other motorists
using this road is the same. Some pedes-
trians have the peculiar idea that moter
traffic showld leave the road to avoid them.
When spoken to, thev simply laugh at the
motorist.  We should trr to impress upon
the pedestrians that they are bound equally
with the drivers of vehicles to conform to
certain rules of the road, and if we can
educate them up to that understanding we
shall have achievesd something for the pro-
tection of pedestrians and in the interosts
of motor diivers. It is not always that
those people who suffer are the primary
cause of an aceident. A driver of a motor
car, in endeavonring to avoid a collision
with a pedestiian on the road, may run
down a bvstander or crash head on to a
car coming in the opposite direction. We
should endeavour to educate the pedestrian
to understand that he owes a duty to him-
self and to the drivers of vehicles, and that
at least he should make use of the special
facilities provided for his protection.

T also suggest that, in these days of modern

transport facilities, it wounld be wisé to
remove the present street lights to  the
side of the yoad. 1In their present situa-

tion they arc of no assistance fo the drivers
of motor cars, in fact they are a hindrance.
If the lights were suspended, saw, over the
footpath it would be an added induce-
ment to the pedestrian to use the footpath
which has been specially constructed for
his protection, and the lights in this situa-
tion would also be of greater assistance to
the drivers of motor cars. I have often
heard it stated, both here and elsewhere,
that men love darkness rather than light,
but that does not always apply. Whilst
the lights are suspended over the centre of

Mr. Gledson.]
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the bitumen road the pedestrians will fre-
quent that portion of the roadway. I should
Iitke the Home Secretary to give serious
consideration to these matters with a view
to minimising the many serious accidents
that occur from time to time.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (MHurdla)
[2.27 p.m.]: The Government have decided
that the system of competitive examination
shall be utilised in securing recruits to the
police force, and I should like to impress
upon the Ilnme Secretary the wisdom of
secing that applicants from the country are
not overlooked. I presume that if an appli-
cant can pass the physical test he will be
appointed to the service in order of merit
—according to his pass at the competitive
examination. The efficiency of a police con-
stable in the country is {o be gauged by
his ability to track cattle and horses rather
than from the standpoint of his academic
education. It may be of advantage to have
a man with superior education patrolling
the streets of the city of Brisbane, but
there are instances on record where well-
educated policemen sent from the city have
been absolutely useless in the performance
of the duties required of them in the couan-
try. I remember one occasion some years
ago when a young constable was transferred
to a country district where a sergeant and
two constables were stationed. It was his
dury, amongst others, to patrol the eouniry,
but, uufouurmtelv he knew wpothing what-
ever about the buqh, and could not even
ride a horse. Eventually, when I brought
under the notice of the Commissioner the
fact that this man was not suitable for the
position of constable in the country, whereas
he might make an exceptionally fine con-
stable 1n the eity, he was hunmediately trans-
ferved to the (*1Ly That constable proved
himself to be an exceptionally good man
for duty in the city, but he was absclutely
useless in the country, as he knew himself.
It was at his own request that he was trans-
ferred. If he went outside the town he
was unable to find his way back, and he
was unable to ride a horse ef‘hmentlv What
is lknown as the good old coustable has
disappeared. Years ago, when I first came
to Quecensland, the district surrounding
the Condamine was locked upon as being a
hotbed of cattle thieves. A constable was
sent to the Condamine purposely to break up
that gang. He succeeded in doing so. He
would leave the Condamine with a black
tracker, and after riding a mile or two into
the bush would turn about, in order to
deceive anyone who might be watching his
movements, and go in a different direction
altogether. That constable would start out
with a pad\ horse. aud although he fre-
quently cailed at \mxo us homesteads in the
course of his duties, bhe was never known
to accept hospitality, He carried his own
food, and made himself independent of
the farmer or grazier. He would not accept
the offer of a bed or a cup of tea, but pre-
ferred to sleep in the open and boil his
own billy. Those days have disappeared.
To-day we find the police performing their
work with the aid of a motor car if it is
at all possible. We do not find them going
ont, as in the old days, with a tracker and
pack horses to plobe the complaints made
to them. We do not encourage that class
of man to join the police force to-day. The
man now encouraged to join the police force
wants a comfortable bed at night, and if
his duty causes him to call at a homestead,

| Mr. Gledson.
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either to collect statistics or make inquiries,
he will accept a cup of tea or a meal. The
class of man we want in the country dis-
tricts should be thoroughly versed in bush-
manship. I do not care whether that police-
man is highly educated or not as long as
he is a good bushman. Nowadays we have
a sergeant in charge of two or three men
stationed in a small town of 500 or 600
people. If thev are not allowed to do
patrol work, then they might just as vmll
be transferred to Bllsbane because the only
work for them to do in such a township is
to arrest an occasional drunken man. One
policeman can look after a drunken man.
I am not advocating that these constables
should be transferred from the country dis-
tricts; I suggest that they be given greater
opportunity to do patrol work.

I do not propose to reiterate the remarks
I made recently concerning police horses.
A change is vitally necessary asnd 1 am
glad that the Minister and Commissioner
recognise it. Let the Minister and the
Commissioner also rccognise the force of my
other arguments and offect a change in th
direction I have indicated.

On the general question of recrunits for the
police foree, prohably the best policemen
in the State have come from the ranks of
bush boys who have not had the opportunity
for higher education that many city box
have. They have had the ordinary Sta’fﬂ
school education——

The HoME SECRETARY :

That is all
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: If that is =o,

we ask.

there is scarcely need for an educational
examination, because almost every boy pos-
sesses a State «chool education. The police

officials we want in the country are those
with bush training. Some members of thﬂ
force who have never had country experi-
ence could not distinguish a horse track from
a cattle track. These men might be all
right walking around Brisbane, “where b]g
feet would be an asset. (Laugntnr) In
the country districts, however, let us haxe
the men with small feet, for they are less
likely to be caught in the stirrups, (Renewed
laughter.)

T notice that the Government have reduced
the number of native trackers, and in my
district, particularly in the Chinchilla area
a protest was made against their Lemox"}
I interviewed the Commissioner on the matter
and he expressed the opinion that they wers
unnecessary, as their services were mainly
utilised for chopping wood and cleaning
boots. That may he so in some cases, but
very often these native trackers have been
the’ means of saving life. I can recall one
instance in the Texas district where a native
tracker did valuable work in locating a
man whe was lost. Many of our consta les
are well experienced in tracking work, but
if in the future the force is to De mcmltcd
mainly from those who have city experi-
ence then the necessity for native trackers
will be all the greater, if for no other
reason than to prevent the inexperienced
policeman who goes into the scrub fron:
getting lost. (Laughter.) The Minister is
not saving very much by dispensing with
@ number of these trackers.

The HoMe SecreTary : £1,500 is a lot cf
money these days.

Mr., GODFREY MORGAN: It is remark-
able to note the importance attached to



Supply.

money when it affects the country; thou-
sands of pounds spent in the city are con-
sidered a mere bagatelle! I claim that the
expenditure of £1,500 in this direction is a
mere bagatelle when judged by the amount
of good work that is done by these native
trackers. 1 notico that forty-seven native
trackers will be retained and I trust they will
be so located as to be readily available where
their services may be urgently required in
tracking lost persons. The saving of £1,500
would not compensate for the loss of a
life owing to the absence of a black tracker.

Mr. W. T. KING (Marce) 12,43 p.m.]:
have listened attentively to the remarks of
the hon. wember for Murilla. I recognise
that that hon. member is conversant with
bush work and is somewhat of an authority

on_it; but with all due defercace to his
{);.')mion and giving all due credit to the

police of former years, I think there are
men in the ranks of the police force to-day
who can carry out patrol work very effec-
tively. Whilst I recognise that the black
tracker is a great help in tracking, I know
there are many native-born Australians who
are cxpert in the art. Proof of this has been
afforded on many occasions. One must
recognise, however, that the country is be-
coming more scttled and the same amount
of patrolling is not required now as pre-

viously. I agree, of course, with the hon.
member for Murilla that when work has
to be done in the bush an officer who is

conversant with bush life should be chosen
to do 1t.

I congratulate Mr. Carroll on his appoint-
ment as Commissiocner of Police. 1 think
the appoiniment was a good one. Under
his control the police force will continue
to improve in efficiency.

As the question of examinations and other
reforms are at present in the experimental
stage, I shall withhold any comment for
the time being in order to give them an
opportunity to fructify or otherwise. I
agree with many of the reforms that have
been introduced, and on the whole I feel
that the rank and file of the police force are
confident of receiving fair and reasonable
treatment from the Commissioner and the
Government. The men in the lower ranks
of the force recognise that they receive
every facility to rise to the highest position
in the force. Some people may argue that
the person appointed to the position of Com-
missioner of Police should be recruited from
the ranks of the police force. Although I
am the son of a pohceman, I do not sub-
scribe to that doctrine in toto. I think
that a man of Mr. Carroll’s experience, en-
dowed by nature with the necessary ability
to control men, is eminently suited to take
charge of this important section of our public
service. He is carrying out his duties with
conspicuous ability.

Members of the police force have many
duties to perform. Their duties have been
described by one hon. member as multi-
tudinous. The policeman who is stationed
in a little bush town really controls it. I
trust that when possible the police vote
will be increased and thus some compensa-
tion will be provided for the additional
duties they perform., Everybody is proud
of the Queensland police force, particularly
the mounted men. The Queensland police
force at the present time enjoys the con-
fidence of the public, and its members possess
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all the qualities necessary to carry out the
duties allotted to them.

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) [2.45 pam.]: I

suppert some of the remarks of the hon,
member for Murilla, particularly in regard

to enlisting a glea.ter proportion of bushmen
in the police force than has been the case
in the past, so that there will be men in
country districts who possess the necessary
bush experience.

On making inquiry from a senior officer
ai one of the centres in the district I repre-
sent as to why certain men were not patrol-
ling and attending to essential work, his
replv was that he had not a man in the
station that he could send off the road.
That is the position in many police districts
in Queensland to-day. The Commissioner
would do well to enrol a fair proportion of
men of a type suitable for bush work. There
is no doubt that they are offering for ser-
vice. In my district alone there are a num-
ber of suitable applicants.

1 compliment the Commissioner on his
appointment. For the present, so far as the
force is concerned, he is on trial. The police,
as a force, have not yet given him their
blessing, and a great deal will depend on
the amount of confidence created by his
wise administration. If he gives a fair deal
to all members of the force, then he will
find that he will readily have the assistance
of a loyal and efficient service.

Mr. Goprrey Moraan: What do you think
of the black tracker question?

Mr. FOLEY : I think, when you investi-
gate the matter, you will find that a number
of so-calied black trackers in many of the
country districts have been black trackers in
namie only. Really, they have been orderlies.
The boy has been employed at wood chop-
ping, blacking boots, washing up, and greas-
ing the harness. The whole of the central
district could be served at very short notice
by a tracker from Woorabinda. Half a
dozen frackers, if necessary, could be
obtained in a very short space of time. And
the same appliss to other districts through-
out the State. I take it that the object of
the Minister or the Commissioner in with-
drawing these trackers from service was to
save expensc and also to make some officers
in charge do a little of their own work
instead of having an orderly provided.
That is how I see that question.

In conclusion, I would emphasise that if
the Commissioner plays the game by the
whole of the force, he will find that the
force will play the game by him and afford
him loyal service. He may desire to make
certain innovations; but I would advise him
to tread warily and consult with members
of the force who have practical knowledge.
These men have acquired a good deal “of
horse sense from experience, and it can be
used for the benefit of a new Commissioner.
With that co-ordination he will probably find
that he is able to introduce many innova-
tions for the unprmemont of the various
organisations. I would also utter a word of
warning to him not to_make a slave of the
average policeman. I find that that is
lmppenlng in some places. Fach Govern-
ment department is increasing its work,
either as the result of the growth of the
State or new legislation. Ixtra work is then
imposed on many country policemen, but at
& very small remuneration for the services
rendered. The Commissioner would do well

Mr. Foley.]
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to take a stand in this matter, and, in the
interests of the members of the force,
approach the various departments for better
remuneration. The officers stationed in coun-
try centres rcceive very little remuneration
from the different departments for the work
they do—for example, as clerk of petty ses-
sions, for the Main Roads Commission, and
1 industrial matters. In the cotton dis-
iricts during certain periods of the yvear the
duties of the police increase, but they still
hiave to function as policemen, and at the same
time carry on the work of the many other
departments and without extra remunera-
tion. That is true also in many other parts
«f the State. I venture the opinion that if
an investigation were made it would be
found that some of the departments are not
paving adequately for the services performed
for them by the police. If the Commissioner
attends to thesc little things, petty though
they may seem to him, although probably
big in the eves of the men directly con-
cerned, he will receive the utmost co-opera-
tion and loyaity from the members of the
force in general.

. Mr. EDWARDS (¥anango) [2.55 pm.7: I
Join with the hon. member )fgr I\Igrillé in
expressing the hope that the policemen to
be stationed in country digtricts will be
thoroughly fitted for the positions that they
arc to occupy. I presume that the new
organisation at work within the police force
will give greater attention to these matters
in the future than they have received in the
past, but it is astounding to hear the hon.
member for Normanby intimate that a ser.
geant in charge of a police station informed
him that he had not a man who was capable
of going off the road.
Mr, Forey: It is a fact.

Mr. EDWARDS: That just shows wh
: £ 8 v y
cattle duffing has been so prevalent in the
State during the past years.
Mr. W. T. Kine: That would nob apply
generally.

Mr. EDWARDS: I do not say for a
roment that it would apply generally, but
the new organisation seems to have definitely
set its mind on an educational test in the
service, and whilst I have no objection to
that, particularly in view of the multi-
farious duties to be performed by the
police—— )

. Mr. O'Krrre: That is only one aspect of
it.

Mr. EDWARDS: And it will probably
land us in difficulties if we are not careful,
There may be too much concentration on
the many small things which after all could
e performed by an ordinary clerk, but the
primary duty of the police is to prevent
or to detect crime and sheet the blame home
to the guilty persons. The most important
duty of the police force is to prevent the
commission of crime, and I hope the Home
Sceretary will not lose sight of that impor-
tant aspect of police administration. He
mtimated yesterday that in carrying out
the new educational test cadets from the
country would be placed in training in
police offices in the city for two years and
that they swould then be drafted to the
country. I noted that the Home Secretarv
did not malke any reference to training
horse craft, or even in air craft, which will
shortly bulk largely in our consideration
of these things. All these matters rust
be considered if the recruit is to be fitted
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for the performance of the Important duties
of a policeman throughout the State, but
1 am afraid that we are actually losing
sight of the primary need of a police force.
If a cadet is to come from the.country to
serve for a period of two years in a city
office without practical training in bush work
before he is sworn in he is going to be of
very little use as a country constable. I
am inclined to look at this matter more
from the practical side and so far as educa-
tion is concerncd I feel that we are running
a bit mad. The hon. member for West
Moreton very ably pointed out yesterday
that ordinary educational training does not
necessarily (it a man to earn a living and
to do the big things that are absolutely neces-
sary and always will be necessary in the
real work of developing this country. We
should proceed very cautiously in this matter.
I have been in personal contact for many
yvears with men who could scarcely write
their own names, but I am satisfied that it
would be very difficult indeed for any police-
man to follow these men in the bush or to
equal them in their ability to track cattle,
to recognise them and to pick out the
brands as quickly as these men can do.
I do not contend for one moment that a
policeman should not have a better educa-
tion than that.

In the course of the debate yesterday the
hon. member for Murilla was asked by way
of interjection whether he had lost any
cattle. That hon. member replied in the
negative. I can readily understand that his
bush instinet would enable him to deal with
such a position. He would have a very
good idea of the direction his cattle, if any
were missed, would go, and if he knew, or
came across the persons who had taken the
cattle he would probably be able to deal
with them himself.

I hope that the Minister will not over-
look the important object for which the
police force is established. Attention must
be directed to countering the new methods
adopted in crime. It would be quite wrong
to pass over capable police officers having
upwards of twenty years’ experience, and
possessing an intimate knowledge of the
bush, in favour of a lad whose principal
qualificaton was that he had been able to
pass a University Junior Public Examina-
tion. After all, this new type of policemen
has to be tried out. The Minister must
agree with me that a big percentage of
them will fail when their bush craft is tested,
no matter what their education may be.
When a man gets into difficulties in the vast
open spaces of the State he must depend
entirely on his bush instinct and independent
spirit. A superior education will not stand
to an individual in such circumstances. We
should not encourage people to settle in
vast numbers in the various centres of
population because, if for no other reason,
than that it necessitates so many policemen
to look after them. We should encourage
them to go out into the bush by making
the conditions in the country such as will
attract men from the cities and towns. The
Minister should take all these factors intc
consideration when administering the new
system which has been adopted.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Fnoggera) [3.3 p.m.]:
The administration by the Home Department
of the police force during the past twelve
months reflects credit upon it. I con-
gratulate the head of the department on
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the selection made for the office of the Com-
missioner of Police. That official carries into
the police force a splendid record gained in
the office of the Commissioner of Taxes,
where as chief inspector he gained consider-
able knowledge in ferreting out individuals
who cndeavoured to escape their income tax
obligations.

Mr. LiewerLyy: And the city also.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The experience
gained by the Commissioner in that office
has equipped him with a knowledge of how
to go afser people and how to control such a
laroe depaltment as he now presides over.
As chief mspectm of the Income Tax Depart-
ment he controlled a large number of

officers, and covered every portion of the
State in the coursc of his inquiries.

The hon. member for Murilla seemed to
think that the black tracker was one of the
most important arms in the police force.

Mr. Goprrey Morean: Not the most
important, but a very necessary unis.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: That was the trend
of the hon. member’s argument. He said
that any curtailment of that particular arm
of the force would lead to the deterioration
of the force generally. The recruits obtained
for the police are equally as good as were
ever obtained.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN:
point of view.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The training of
these recruits in the more modern methods
of dealing with crime will reflect credit on
the Commlsslonel and his staff. One must
recognise that the society crook to-day is
becommg educated. The criminal of that
type works along entirely different lines
from those followed by his predecessors.
The new methods of training that have been
introduced into the pollce force have no
doubt been dictated by that fact. To listen
to the hon. member for Nanango one would
think that all the crooks were in the country
distriets.

Mr. Epwarps: What a lot of nonsense!

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The hon. member
has been endeavouring to point out to the
Comumittee that the members of the police
force must be recruited from persons who
were born in the country districts and that
at all times the country districts must be
manned with the most efficient police officers.
The hon. member definitely created the
impression that all the crooks arve in the
country districts, not in the city. Admittedly,
it may be necessary to emplov a certain
number of country recruits in order to pro-
vide an effective arm of the force. We
know that in his wisdom the Commissioner
of Police will not send on mounted duty a
policeman who has joined the force as a
foot policeman. Apparently hon. members
opposite de not recognise that there are foot
police and mounted police. The mounted
police would certainly not be used for beat
duty in the cities.

Mr. Goprrey MoreaN: You must admit
that a mounted policeman could do the
work of a foot policeman but that the foot
policeman could not satisfactorily carry out
the duties of the mounted policeman.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : If a mounted police-
man with only country experience were
detailed to investigate the operations of safe-
blowers or confidence men he would find it
difficult to handle the job satisfactorily.

Not from a bush
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After all, the whole question is one of
organisation. and the highest efficiency 1s
only possible when organisation receives
careful consideration. My point is that the
police force cannot be composed solely of
foot police or solely of mounted police. The
two arms of the force are equally necessary,
and in order to achieve the utmost efﬁoxency
the Commissioner has adopted the system
of cadet training so that recruits to the
force will obtain an insight into varicus
activities that will fit them for their ultimate
duties as police officers. We knew that
policemen in country towns and districts have
o  perform multifarious duties, perhaps
involving bookkeeping, some questlon con-
cerning insurance, the writing of reports
to  (rovernment departments, “ete. . Would
any hon. member opposite seriously suggest
thar a period of office training will Le a
handicap to persons who will subscqu»\nt,v
be called upon to perform there ¢
duties The greater our progress 1
the road of progress the greater the nenes-
sity for improvement in police methods.

At the present time the traffic police arc
controlied Ly the Commissioner of Police
and have no connection with the various lowal
authorities within  whose boundaries the
trafiic laws operate. We find a conflict of
opinlon between local authorities and the
Government yvegarding traffic regulations, bug
whatever may be said for a 10(<1hsed pohne
force, the present system of control is
intinitely better. To institute any system
of Jocalised police for traffic duties would
involve extra cost and probably would not
give as wuch cfficiency. The traffic regula-
tions contain many intricacies and require
careful study on the part of police officers.
That is procf that a little knowledge is not
lost. The number of accidents on the high-
ways of this city and the State are caused by
motor drivers themselves, owing to the
fact that the drivers of h@avy vehicles wiil
not drive as close to the kerb on their
driving side as they are required to do by
the rooulatmn with the result that any one
who desires to pass that vehicle must go off
the correct driving side and thus face the
danger of a hcad-on smash. I commend that
aspect of the matter to the Home Secrman
for his consideration. It would probably be
hetter to have police on the lookout for such
breaches of the traffic laws than catching
people for parking alongside the kerb.

During the last few months there has been
a ﬂenm‘al diminution of the gambling evil
in North Queensland. When I was up Norih
recently  there was very little gambling.
Since then I have had letters from the
North informing me that certain individuals
who were prewomlv living Juxuriously on
the proceeds of gambling bave lefs for (he
Southeln Statm If that is the case—and I
ate the Commissioner
and the f(n(e for cleaning up a growing
menace to the State.

Mr. PLUNKETT (A%bert) [3.15 pm.]: 1
think the system of examination for admis-
sion to the police force a good one; but,
unless suitable provision is made to prevent
it, it is possible that it may sometimes result
in excluding eminently suitable men. The
hon. member for Murilla has stressed the
disadvantages that would be experienced by
the young men in the country districts if
they were compelled to compete with young
men in the city at an examination. I have
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in mind a caze of a young fellow of out-
standing physique, a great athlete and
sportsman, a man possessed of initiative, a
good horseman conversant with stock. Ie
has had a good education and passed the
University junior examination when a boy.
He fails in the examination for admittance
to the force. His failure is due to the fact
that his conditions of life in the country
isolate him from educational matters, and
the result is he forgot more quickly the
subjects he had learned at school. Whilst
I approve of the idea of setting a certain
standard of education for admittance to the
force and improving the standard of the force
generally, I feel there is a possibility that
some individual of outstanding ability may
be excluded by reason of the educational
examination. I consider that some considera-
tion should be given to the young men from
the country districts. It is easier for the
policeman to carry out his duties in the
city than in the country towns. In my
opinion the man most suited for the police
force generally is the one who is possessed
of initiative.

e must have resource and be able to adapt
himself to varying conditions and quickly-
changing environment. It has been sug-
gested that men reared in the country would
not be conversant with city life. We quite
recognise that. At the samo time one must
recognise that the young man reared in
the Country has a source of education denied
to the city dweller, and this education would
be of value in the execution of his duty
@s policeman. There are very few bovb
reared among cattle and stock who once

they see a beast are not always able to
recognise it, whether it be horse, cow, or
bullock. All their lives these young fel-

lows have been used to travelling around
the country after nightfall, whereas the city
man becomes helpless unless on a good road.
During his life in the country the youth
has to rely on his own initiative and
resanree, and thus lnawe how 4 cope with
trouble when he meets it. I should regret
it very much if some of the bgst men from
the country, who would do credit to the
force, were refused admittance because of
their failure in an examination. It musst
be romemb@red that the country-born youth
is asked to sit for an examination in an
atmosphere utterly forcign to him. He is
not used to the city or the court house. IHe
18 taken away from his usual surroundings,
and has very little idea as to the scope of
the examination. I am sure that the Com-
missioner will give consideration to the
necessity of giving some latitude to the
country-bred man.

Mr. FUNNELL (Brisbane) [3.20 p.m.]:
talke this opportunity of protesting aomnst
the continuation of the system of requiring
police officers to act as clerks under the
unemployment relief scheme, 1In that regard
I am of the same mind as is the hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich. In a number of stations
assistance is rendered to the police doing
this work by clerks paid from the TUnem-
ployment Relief Fund. The time is oppor-
tune for the whole of that administration
to be transferred to the Department of
Labour and Industry. The scheme itself
and the machinery for its operation are a
bequest from the Moore Government. Were
the force to be relieved of this work more
officers would be available for police duties.

I also wish to bring under notice of thoe
Minister the grave anomaly that exists

[Mr. Plunkett.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

when a police officer is injured in the per-
formance of his duties. For many years
the policy of the administration was to
find a somewhat lighter job for a police-
man injured in the performance of his duty.
I understand that that policy has recently
been changed, and nowadays the injurcd
man has to go before a medical board.
Should the board decide that he is not fit
to carry out the o1d1nary duties appeltam-
ing to his office he is sent out on a pensicn
financed from a fund to which he has con-
tributed. Under these circumstances no
reward is made to a policeman who has
been unfortunate enough, either because of
his courage or for some other reason, to
be injured in the discharge of his duty.
A police officer with ten years’ service and
a wife and family dependent upon him
who is injured whilst performing his duty,
if considered by the medical board to be
unfit for further duty, is sent out on a pen-
sion of something like £2 a week. A
Federal public servant injured whilst on
duty receives compensation to the extent of
the injul\ as well as payment under a super-
annuation scheme.

Clause 14 of the Commonwealth Statutory
Rules of 1930 states—

¢ The authorities under the Common-
w ealth to employees of which the applica-
tion of the Act shall extend shall be as
follows : —

Commonwealth Bank of Australia.

Commonwealth Savings Bank of Aus-
tralia.

Repatriation Commission.

War Service Homes Commission.

Commonwealth Railways.

Australian Commonwealth Shipping

Board.

Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research.

North Australian Commission.”

Practically the whole of the Commonwealilh
public service have the benefits of the
Federal Workers’ Compensation Act extended
to them in addition to the superannuation
payments. The Commonwealth schedule lays
down the following compensation payments
for specified injuries:—

Nature of Injury. ﬁqﬁlg’gf‘eﬁ
£
Loss of both eyes .. .. b
Loss of both hands
Loss of both feet
Loss of a hand and a foot
Total and incurable loss of mental 750
powers, involving inability to work
Total and incurable paralysis of limbs
or mental powers .
Loss of either arm, or of the greater 675
part thercof
TLoss of lower part of either arm, either 600
hand, or five fingers of cither hand
Loss cf Iea 00
Loss of the lower part of the ]Lg 562/10/0
Loss of a foot 525
Loss of one eyve, with serious diminution 675
of the sight of the other
Loss of sight of one eye .. .. 375
Loss of hearing .. N 600
Complete deafness of one ear .. .. 200
Loss of a thumb .. .. .. 225
Loss of a forefinger .. 1
Loss of part of a thumb 112/10/0
Loss of little finger, middle’ ﬁnger or 112/10/G
ring finger
Loss of a toe or the joint of a finger .. 90
Loss of a joint of a toe .. .. 75
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If the Federal public servants can enjoy
Commonwealth Workers' Compensation Act
payments as well as superannuation pay-
ments I see no reason why similar treatment
should not be extended to the police force
in this State. In this State, if a State public
servant meets with an injury whilst per-
forming his or her duty, he or she receives
compensation and a charge is made against
the department concerned by the Insurance
Commissioner, who also levies an additional
5 per cent. to meet administrative costs.
Until recently, also, when the railway super-
annuation scheme was wound up, the rail-
waymen of this State also benefited by the
provisions of both the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Acts and the superannuation scheme.
If it is to be the policy of the department
to insist that policemen injured in the per-
formance of their duties are to submit to
an examination by a medical board then in
common with Federal public servants, State
public servants and railwaymen they should
enjoy the benefits of the Workers’ Compen-
sation Acts. It would be the most humane
way to treat them, it would provide them
with some compensation for the injuries
received during the performance of their
duties and it would assist their wives and
dependents as well. T trust that full and
earnest consideration will be given to this
matter in the near future.

I notice that a considerable sum iz to be
appropriated this year for the payment of
overtime to the police force, and I should
like to know if it could not be reduced by
providing additional employment in the
police force. It is preferable to give addi-
tional employment to unemployed persons
who are capable of fulfilling all the require-
ments of a police recruit than pay this
excessive amount of overtime. I hope that
when the next Estimates are being considered
it will be found that the administration has
devised some means whereby this alteration
can be made.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, [Ithaca) [3.30 p.m.]: The matters
raised by the hon. members for Murilla
and Nanango in relation to the educational
tests of the new police recruits were dealt
with by me on the vote for the Chief Office
I can assure them that they have nothing
to fear in the matter. As I pointed out
vesterday the educational examination for
a recruit 1is merely based on a seventh
grade State school standard. That standard
of education is available to most boys grow-
ing up in this State to-day. I cannot for
the life of me see how many young people
can in these days be denied a State school
education. The number must be very small
indeed. Police recruits are required to pass
an educational examination based on that
standard, and not on a University Junior
or Senior public examination standard. Per-
sonally, I believe that any pupil of a State
school who has attained the seventh stan-
dard is in a position to pursue further studies
if a higher standard of education is desired.
Every person must study if he desires to
improve his status in life. No boy in the
country, any more than a boy in the city,
is deprived of the right of entering a State
school. The compulsory school age in both
the city and country is the same, fourteen
years. The average scholar in the city and
ceuntry does not bother to obtain a standard
above the seventh class standard.

Mr. Goprrey MoreaN: The education of
the boy in the city might be directed along
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channels to enable him to enter business,
while on the other hand the education of
the boy in the country is to fit him to go
on the land.

The HOME SECRETARY: The man
on the land does a little bookkeeping and
the country boy no doubt will be educated
to do that work.

Mr. Goprrey Moraan: Very little of that
is done.

The HOME SECRETARY: Do they not
keep accounts?
Mr., GODFREY MORGAN: Very few.

The HOME SECRETARY: The boy in
the city may never get beyond driving a
dray, navvying, or a multitude of occupa-
tions that do not require him to keep up
his educational studies. A boy must be
mentally dull if he cannot brush his knowl-
edge up after having once attained a seventh
class education.

Mr. Goprrey MoreaN: You cannot get
the advantage of night schools in the coun-
try as you can in Prisbane.

The HOME SECRETARY : If a boy has
a seventh class State school standard he
should after a lapse of a few years be
capable of brushing up that knowledge. If
not, he must be lazy or dull. Between 60
and 70 per cent. of the recruits admitted
into the police force recently came from
country centres. That shows that boys from
the country are just as capable of passing
that State school examination as the boys
in the city. The educational requirements
for cadet clerks were based on a public ser-
vice pass, and included shorthand, typewrit-
ing, and bookkeeping. Several boys from the
country passed tha' examination. Naturally,
other qualifications requisite for a police
recruit were plhrysique and the capabiiity of
passing a severe medical test. They are
also required to pass certain tests in horse-
manship, to be able to ride a bicycle and
to be able to drive a motor car. 1 believe
that some of the recruits were well down
in the list of educational passes. One man
was well down the list, but he is supposed
to be one of the best horsemen in Queens-
land and he obtained preference because he
pos essed that qualification. Our experience
has been that the country lad is quite as cap-
abis of passing an examination as the city
bos. In their period of training at the depot
the recruits are being given riding instruc:
tion and some knowledge is being imparted
to them concerning motor vehicles. Classes
for first-aid instruction are being organised
and due importance is being placed on ability
to swim. Every member of a batch of
recruits sworn in at the Petrie Terrace depot
this year had either a certificate or medal
for competency in life saving. In all these
directions the knowledge acquired by the
police recruit during his period of training
will be of invaluable assistance in the period
of active police scrvice to follow, and every
encouragement is given to these recruits to
fit themselves for the work ahead of them.

With regard to the native trackers, the
amount actually saved is £3,000 per annum,
for the figures shown on the Estimates repre-
sent only wages and do not take into
account rations and allowances,  Thirty
fewer trackers are being provided for this
vear, but I do not suppose that the forty-
seven trackers who are left would between
them do one tracker’s joh continuously dur-
ing the year. Still, forty-seven native

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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trackers will be available and they will be
situated at points easy of access if their
services are required. No necessity exists
for seventy-seven native trackers in Queens-
land, and I believe that if a shilling is not
being earned it is an outrage to spend it.
There is no place in Queensland where the
services of a tracker cannot be obtained at
short notice. As a matter for fact, in nearly
every police distriet, a police officer is the
protector of abongme: responsible for the
carnings of the aborigines being banked and
with\ wwno oonly with his appmval so that
aborigines would be available in nearly all
districts of the State.

Mr. Goprrey MoRGAN: You seldom see a
black in the south-west now.

The HOME BSECRETARY: But ample
native trackers are still stationed in the
south-west. In many parts of Queensland
any numb"r of aborigines would be available
for tracking if wanted.

The matter of the
raised by the hon.

injured policeman
member for Brisbane is
one over which I have no control. If a
member of the police force loses a limb,
whether on or off duty, he is rendered unfit
for further pohce service, and consequently
on retirement is eligible only for the amount
of pension to which he is entitled under the
Act. The pension certainly places him in
a better position than if he came only within
the ambit of the Workers Compensatlon
Actz. I cannot do anything in the matter.
The law as it stands must be obeyed.

Intermittent relief work does not come
within my control, but T realise that the
police are doing an immense amount of
work for the Department of Labour and
Industry, and the exigencies of the position
demand that such work should be continued
for the time being. If that department can
find another way of doing the work, so much
the better, for the police would offer no
objection to their burden being lightened
in that way. I can only pay a tribute to
the cheerful manner in which members of
the force have carried out that very trying
work, The police have to deal withr large
numbers of unemploved men week by week,
and do the work tactfully and carefully.
Every possible assistance is given to the
unemployed, whilst at the same time a care-
ful watch is kept on the funds of the depart-
ment.  All hon. members will admit that the
1’011(’° have done very fine work, unselfishly
and uncomplaininglyv, When all is said and
done, we have not had much complaint,
beczuse the police realise the unfortunate
position of the unemploved and know that
any monecy taken from relief funds to pay
for official services would mean so much less
for actual unemplovment relief.

The Commissioner of Police will take a
note of any matter that has been raised in
this debate.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [3.41 p.m.]:
[ desire to add my meecd of praise and con-
gratulations to the Commissioner of Police
on his work during the past year. Hven a
casual observer notices the greater efficiency
and more alert bearing of the policemen in
the street, whilst the innovations in traffic
cc»nrm] have been of benefit to the people

{ Brishane.

The report of the Commlmmner gives a
resume of the action he took prior to assum-
ing active control of the force. The Com-
missioner visited the headquarters of each

[Hon. E. M. Hanlon.
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of the police districts throughout the State,
and made a close study of police organisa-
tion and methods in Sydney and Melbourne.
That is typical of the thoroughness with
which Mr. Carvoll works, as was exemphﬁed
during his term in the Tocome Tax Depart-
ment.

1 was pleased to hear the statement by the
Home Secretary relating to successful candi-
dates in the recent examination for admit-
tarce to the police force. Tt is, I think, a
-atisfactory reply to the ObJCCtIOIIS put for-
ward by the hon. member for Murilla and
others that these examinations would be of
benefit only to men living in the city. Even
if by any chance a greater number of the
successful candidates came from the metro-
politan area, the Commissioner of Police,
realising the nature of the work that has to
be (‘al‘ll(‘d out in the western and northern
portions of the State, would not appoint
clerical men to all the positions offer-
ing. lfon. members will readily realise
that there are men in the police force
at  the present time who have not
heen promoted because of their inability
to take over administrative duties and per-
form the nececssary clerical work attached
to those offices. These men perform valu-
able work in some spheres, and after many
vears of service and good work in the
interests of the community they are deserv-

ing of more remuneration, but lack of
education holds them back.

1 desire to cffer my congratulations to the
Commissioner for his effective administra-
t!on in regard to traffic matters. The pur-
chase of twenty cycles and the arrangement
for fast-moving motor cars is a step 1n the
right direction. The effect of this unprove-
went has been evidenced when dealing with
motor thieves, and I am satisfied the Com-
missioner will expand that service.

In a superficial way I have seen the police
foree opelatlng in almost every State, with
the exception of Tasmania, and as a resulf
of my observations I oon:ldm the standard
of intelligence and integrity in the Queens-
Jland force is second to none in the Common-
wealth.

I desire to make a suggestion—and I do
not want to be misunderstood in this matter
—in regard to the manner in which confes-
sions are sometimes obtained from people
in custody. At least one judge ol the
Supreme Court has taken very strong excep-
tion to the manner in which confessions are
sotetimes obtained by members of the police
force. The method objected to is that of
placing accomplices in separate rooms and
telling one what the other has confessed to.
I do not think any policeman would tell an
irdividual a lie regarding the statement of
an accomplice. The Criminal Code 1s very
definite as to accomplices. It says that an
offender cannot be convicted on the uncor-
roborated testimony of an accomplice or
accomplices, which means that the evidence
of the latter must be corroborated in some
material particular implicating the accused.
I realise the difficulties confronting the Com-
missioner 1n attempting to evolve a system
which would eliminate such occurrences as
I have mentioned; but I feel that by very
careful training the police would become
more efficient in cross-examination and better
equipped to obtain evidence without resort-
ing to any method which is frowned upon
by some judges. 1 admit that a perusal of
Table 1 in the report of the Commissioner
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stows that the work of the police has been
very efficient. I realise that there are prob-
ably insurmountable difficulties in the way
of altering the present method. Every mem-
ber in this Committee realises that justice,
1o be of any value in any community, must
be administered with scrupulous impartiality,
and the punishment meted out must be con-
sistent with good judgment and a considera-
ticn of the circumstances of each crime. I
quite realise that a man who is over-
enthusiastic in his work may do things that
i his calmer moments he would nol do.
That i1s only a phase of hwinan nature, and
may happen to any one of us. Lhe Com-
missioner should take steps to ensure the
careful treatment of prisoners ia custody for
the purpose of examination.

Mr. Kexny: They have protcction under
Xiet Vagrants, Gaming, and Other Offences

ct.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: That Act stands to
the eternal shame of the Moore Govern-
ment. Following on the statement of the
hon. member for Logan in regard to it, I
suggest to the Commissioner that it should
be used with the greatest of care. As I
pointed out yesterday, if a convicted man
goces down the street and accidentally meets
a former friend who snubs or ignores him—
certainly a sad commentary on our outlook
on life to-day—he may become Dbitter and
think others will do the same, and in a
desire for conversation may stop to talk to
a man he has met in prison. We all know
that the practice is that if a man is seen in
the company of a convicted man, the detective
or other police official who observes him
“ books >’ him—that is the term used. The
official makes a note in his book and
goes back to headquarters, where records
are kept, and records the circumstances,
time, and place. The individual may later
on meet two or three other persons who
have been in prison with him, he may mecet
them on four or five different occasions, and
may stand talking for a few minutes only
without any criminal intent, and certainly
not to plan any nefarious scheme. Should an
officious police officer take i into his head
to deal with the individual, he can arrest
him under the Vagrants, Gaming, and Other
Offences Act and charge him with consort-
ing.

Mr. Kexxy: He has his protection.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : As a matter of fact,
he is being deprived of his liberty. The
provisions of that section of the Act must
be very carefully administered in the inter-
ests of the people, particularly when a man
has already purged himself in respect of
an offence committed against society and
is endcavouring to lead a new life. If may
be, and probably is the case, that he is
pulled up by these former gaol acquain-
tances with a request for money. There are
many circumstances to be considered regard-
ing the association of men under these con-
ditions.  When eventually he is asked to
give an explanation as to his association
with such individuals, the man may have
entirely {forgotten the incident.

Mr. Kenxy: He is allowed to have a
witness when he is being examined.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: As a matter of
fact, if the hon. member knew as much
about it as I do, he would know that the
interrogation of these men is finalised before
any question is broached as to arrest, and
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it is only when the policeman has made up
his mind to arrest him that this question
of witnesses arises.

The Commissioner is to be commended
for his endeavours to look after the welfare
of his force. The Welfare Association that
is at present in existence is tending to good-
will amongst the members of the force. It
has been a necessity for many years. In
the past the individual members of the force
have not had the opportunity of forgather-
ing and meeting their colleagues. The Com-
missioner in this respect is working along
right lines, and I wish him well. There is
no section of the public service in which
contentment is more necessary in order that
the maximum benefit may be obtained from
it than the police force.

Jtem (Police) agreed to.

POLICE INVEZTMENT BOARD.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, Ithaca) [3.51 p.m.]: I move—

“ That £48,500 be granted for ‘ Police
Investment Board.””

This is the fund from which police pensions
are paid. Provision has been made for the
restoration of the pension cut as from the
1st January next. I am very pleased indeed
to be able to see the last of that cut in the
pensions of ex-members of the police force.
{ think they were in the class of things
that could well have been leit alone when the
pruning knife was bring used. The scale of
pensions for the police force is very liberal,
and is for a very definite purpose. No
policeman should have to worry about being
able to support himself in his old age. Very
frequently we hear criticism of the force,
and somec time ago a suggestion was made
that quite a number of members of the
force were grafters. The whole of the
force had to bear the sin of one or two of
its members. The members, as a whole,
have been giving the community a very fine
and clean service, and 1t is only right that
the community should provide for them
when they have to retive from active ser-
vice. The very nature of their duties makes
it necessary that they should be retired
whilst comparatively young. The physical
standard required of a member of the force
makes it inadvisable to keep him in active
service until he reaches the retiring age of
other branches of the public service. Of
course, also, during the course of their
carears members of the force are, I suppose,
subjected to more temptation than is any
other section of the service, and if the
community did not make provision for
security in their old age, it would mcan that
a greater degree of temptation would be
placed in the way of men of a weaker moral
standard than 1s posscssed by the greaf
majoritv. I am very pleased to be able
to announce that pensions will be paid in
full as from 1st January next.

Mr. W. T. KING (Marce) [3.55 pa.j: 1
congratulate the Home Secretary upon decid-
ing to restore the pensions in full to ex-
members of the police force. The Moore
Government should never have reduced these
pensions.

Mr. Kenxy: Why did you not restore them
two years ago?

Mr. W. T. KING: I shall deal with the
hon. member in dne course. The fact
remains that the pensions should never have

Mr. W. T. King.]
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been reduced. As the Home Secretary has
pointed out, the members of the police force
have a certain duty to perform, they receive
a certain salary, and many temptations can
be placed in their way. The promise of a
pension upon retirement is an added induce-
ment to them to join the force. The Moore
Government in their administration of the
affairs of this State cut the police pensions
mercilessly to the eoxtent of 15 per cent., 16
per cent., and 17 per cent. These pensions
should have been sacrosanct, and no Govern-
ment, under anyv conditions, should have dealt
with them in the way the Moore Govern-
ment did. We have restored these pensions.
The hon. member for Cook has asked why
we did not restore them earlier, but he
appears to be wild at present because we
have decided to do it now. Financial
stringency and the acts of the Moore Govern-
ment during thetr term of office prevented
our restoring the pensions earlier, but the
present  Government have improved the
financial position of the State to such an
extent that it is possible to restore the
pensions to the former amount. I had very

much pleasure In being associated with a
deputation to the Tlome Secretary at the

beginning of my term as a member of Parlia-
ment which sought the restoration of these
pensions. I had very much pleasure in
being associated with other hon. members
on this side of the Chamber in keeping the
matter before the Home Sceretary, and I
had very much pleasure in being as ssociated
with the deputation that was informed by
the Home Secretary that it was his intention
to restore the pensions to their original
amount.

Mr. Moore: You will have to pay an
amusement tax on all this pleasurc.

Mr. W. T. KING: 1 believe that the
amusement tax should be abolished. The
hon. gentlemman was responsible for much

tragedy in the lives of the people during his
three years in power, but he secks now to
change from tragedy to comedy. The hon.
member for Tooweng sat behind the Govern-
ment who reduced the pensions of the ex-
policemen. e is alwavs ready to suppors
any proposal to whittle away the rights
of the individual. I have very much
pleasure in supporting this vote, and I
express the hope that these pensions will
never again be rednced. If by any chance
hon. mnmb(‘b of the calibre of hon. members
opposite do reach the Treasury bienches
during the course of the next 1000 years I
hope that they will not interfere with these
pensions again.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham)
The Home Secretary and the hon. member
for Maree are the two greatest political
humbugs that this Committee has ever seen.
Just fancy their trying to put that sort of
thing over this Committee! The hon. mem-

[3.58 p.m.j:

ber for Maree said that police pensions
should be sacrosanct, but they were, in the
first place, reduced by the Labour Prime

Minister, Mr. Scuilin.

Mr. W. T. KinG:

Mr. DEACON: They were reduced by the
very man that they supported during the last
Federal election campaign, Mr. Scullin. In
addition, the present Government have been
in power for two and a-half years, yet, not
until this Parliament is on its very "deathbed
do they decide to restore these pensions to
the police. They have left the matter unti!

[Mr. W. T. King.
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the last minute just as an election gesture.
Smoodging to the police force for their

votes ! That is all it means.
My, W. T. Kixe: An act of common
justice.

Mr. DEACON: After sticking to the
money for two and a-half years. The hon.
member for Marce said that the action of
the Moore Government was thieving.

Mr. W. T, Kixg: Mr. Hanson, I rise to a
point of order. I did not make use of the
word * thieving ” at all. The hon. uiember
for Cunningham accused me of saying that
his Government thieved.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would
remind the hon. member for Cunninghain
that had the hon. member for Maree made
use of the word “ thieving” I should
certainly have called him to order.

Mr. DEACON: I accept the denial of
the hon. member. Nevertheless, the hon.
member insinuated that it was a very wrong
thing to do. So did the Home Secretary.
Neveriheless, for two and a-half years they
have taken advantage of that so-called
wrong. They believed it to be wrong; we
belicved it to be right. We had to make
the deductions in the police pensions in the
same way as we had to apply the requctions
to everyone else. Hon. members opposite
talk 1bout these bits of cuts, but look at the
people in the country ! Look at the cuts tbe
got! Their produce was and still is selling
at a very low price, and a large number
of them are making very little wages at «ll.
Why should not someone draw attention to
that fact? Why all this humbug, cant, aud
hvpoerisy when “the present Gov ernment cor-
vinued the cuts they complain of inr two
and a-half years after the Moore Govern-
ment weni out of office? If they helieved
them to be wrong, why did they not iectify
that wrong when they came 1nto power?
If the pohce fall for this sort of political

humbug they are bigger fools than =znyone
ever believed them to be.
Mr. KENNY (Cool) [43 pm.]: I am

very pleased to see the increase in this vote,
ch will enable the pensions to be restored
to the police. I was very much inierested
in the speech delivered by the hon. member
for Maree. He shed soine crocodile tears
about the reductions made by the Moore
Government. If he were sincere he would
have scen to it two years ago that the injus-
tice he complains about was remedied.

The HouE SECRETARY : He came to me more
than two years ago about the matter.

Hr. KENNY : When we occupied the Trea-
sury berches many hon. members now sitting
in opposition approached the Government t
sce 1f the police and other public ofﬁmal
could not be relieved of the financial rostrie-
tions being placed upon them. We realised
that a Labour Prime Minister, in conjunc-
tion with Labour Premiers and anti-Labour
Premiers, came to an agreement wherchy
all controllable Government expenditure
must be reduced by 20 per cent. The
Queensland Government reduced the salaries
and wages of their employees by a lesser
percentage than any other Government in
Australia. The action taken by that Govern-
ment resulted in the rehabilitation of the
finances of this State.

Mr. W. T. King: Mr. Bruce said your
Government were retrogressing rapidly in
vour last vear of office.
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Mr KENNY: The fact remains that the
Moore GGovernment had to combine with all
other Australian Governments to restore the
financial  stability of  Australia.  Hon.
members opposite anticipate that they will
get a lot of political kudos from the restora-
tion of the cuts in the police pensions, but 1
ask them plainly why these cuts were not
restored two years ago? Doubtless they will
say that they were cleaning up the mess
left by the Moore Government. They forges
that the Moore Government had to clean up
the mess made by fifteen years of Labour
control in Queensland. At the same time the
financial position of Australia was smashed.
No Government, not even the Moore Govern-
wment, could borrow any money on cither the
internal or external loan market. That was
due largely to fifteen years of Labour
administration in Queensland. The people
in this State recognise that.. (Government
interjections.) When the Labour Government
went oul of office the credit of this State
was crippled, and no loan money was to be
had in any part of the world, After three

vears' administration by the Mocore Govern-
ment the present Government are in a posi-

tion of being able to get funds. Why all
thi= hypocrisy about what should have been
done. and the restoration of the police
pension cuts from the Ist January next?
Why de hon. members opposite not advocute
that these cuts should be made retrospective
to the Ist July last? But that would be
too far away irom the elections! As the
bon. member for Maree was speaking, I was
reading an altide on page 9 of to-day’s
“ Telegraph,” which deals with the very
subject under discussion. It says—

“ faving Fouxps ror  ELECTIONEERING.
" UNION COMMENT ON BUDGET SPEECH.

“ The Treasurer’s Financial Statement,
as presented to Parliament, discloses
that the conservative pohcv of the
Gov ernmert towards the claims of their
cmployees and those of the unemployed
cannot be justified on the ground of
financial stringency, states the official
organ of the —\us’nahan Railways Union,

“The Advocate,” which accuses the
Government of n’wmw funds for elec-
tioncering purposes.’

The Skcrerary ror Pustic Laxps: Your

3

cobber. the *“ Advocate

Mr. KENNY: An hon. member on the
Government side interjects, ‘* Your cobber,
the ¢ Advocate’

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC LanDs: You are
welcome to it. They and the Communists.

Mr. KENNY: I have yet to learn that
the railwaymen of Quecnsland are Commu-
nists.  Tf that is the opinion of the Deputy
Leader of the Government, I challenge him
to show that the railwaymen of this State
are all Communists. A great majority of
them support the present Government.
However, the article continues—

“ 1t secms to us, continues this journal,
that this conservative policy has been
deliberately followed for the purpose of
providing political window-dressing in
the last session of Parliament. In other
words, railwaymen, public servants, and
the unemployed have been sacrificed to

provide suitable election propaganda
material for the Government.
“The Budget statement contains

figures and references that indicate that
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the pessimistic tone and the negative
attitude adopted by the Premier and
Treasurer and his colleague (Mr. Pease)
towards the many requests made by rail-
way union deputations for improvements
in wages and conditions could not be
justified on the ground that the grant-
ing of them would cause financial embar-
rassment to the Government.”

Thus we have a definite statement by Govern-
ment employees who realise exactly what is
taking place. Practically every action taken
by the Government since the commencement
of this session has relation to some privilege
that will be restored on the 1st Jabuary next.
Wn were told that the Agricultural Bank
interest would be reduced as from Ist
January next.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

member must refurn to the vote.

Mr. KENNY: I merely mentioned that
in passing. It is peculiar that the restora-
tion of police pensions will date from the
1st January next, which is a date on which
many other events will occur. The Moore
Covermment were coudemned for reducing
the police pensions in a period of financial
depression. In the three years of their office
the Moore Government had only £7,500,000
available from all sources, whereas the
present Government have had £15,300,000—

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Ay, KENNY: I mention that to show
that the pension cut could be restored now,
x\ot on the 1st January unext, but even from
the 1st July last.

Mr. W. T. Kixg: Why did you
that cnt in the first place?

Mr. KENNY: I have already told hon.
members that the Moore Government had
to take certain action to restore financial
stability. If that action was wrong, then
{or two years and three months the present
Governient have continued the wrong,
although they had ample funds at their dis-
pos zal.  Only on the eve of an election do
the Government pr opose to restore the reduc-
tion as from the 1lst January next. I the
present Government expect the people con-
cerned to regard their action as something
\\o“dexful—somnthmfr that merits the sale
f their votes, then thev are doomed to dis-
d}'!)Olr)LInellt 1f the Government appraise
the intelligence of the community generally
in the same manner, they have a very hard
fesson to learn.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaherg) [4.11 pm.]: I
should like to pay my meed of praise to the
Government for their action for restoring
these police pensions. Even when the hon.
wember for (‘ook and his colleagues have
passed into the limbo of forgotten things,
the fact wiil remain that it was left to the
Cueensland Labour Government to restore
the pensions of the police force of the State.
T had the pleasure of spending last week-
end in Bundaberg, and 1 met a number of
ex-policemen who desired me publicly to
convey their appreciation of the Govern-
ment’s action in restoring these pensions. I
take it the same feeln.g actuates all police
peunsioners throughout Queensland. T have
a very happy recollection of seeing several
ex-members of the police force at the 1Tome
Department a few weeks ago. I think the
bon. mmember for Maree and one or two
other metropolitan members were there to

Mr. Barber.]

The hon.

impose



978 Supply

introduce the deputation to the Home Secre-
tary. I think that was about the shortest
deputation cn record. They were hardly in
the room beforc the Iome Sevretary advised
them that the pensions would be restored as
from 1st January next.

I am sorry the hon. member for Cook has
left the Chamber, because I wanted to say
a few words for his benefit. I recognise
after his outburst last night and again this
morning that he is in a bad way; and
g0 1s thg hon. member for Toowong. I
happen to locate nnsolf in Toowong when
I am at home. There are two ghosts
stalking the hon. member for Toowong at
the ©present time: one is Mr. Neil
Macgroarty, who is mnow residing in the
Toowong electorate, and is reported to be
looking  for the hon. member’'s scalp.
and the other ghost is the ecrematorium
which has recently commenced operations
on the other side of the river, which means
there will be fewer ghosts to be resurrected
at election time to vote for the hon. mem-
ber.

The work of the police——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member is not in order in discussing the
police vote generally., That vote has been
passed, and the Chamber is now consider-
ing the wvote for the Police Investment
Board, which covers police superannuation.

Mr. BARBER: I was going to observe
that the good work of the police has
entitled them to these pensions., If 1 were
Mussolini I would have given a pension
of £3 a week to every constable who retired
from the force.

At 415 pm.,
Mr. O’Kgeerz (Cairns),

Temporary Chairmen,
man in the chair.

Mr. BARBER: If that were done, I sup-
pose our friends on the opposite side would
ery, “ Where is the money to come from?”
That outlook is in keeping with their atti-
tude on every occasion when social legisla-
tion has been introduced by the Labour
Party in the interests of the workers. I
contend that the policeman is equally as
much a social worker as the industrialist,
therefore it is perfectly right that industry
should find the means of providing an
adequate pension for him when he retires,

The hon.

one of the panel of
relieved the Chair-

I compliment the Government on thn
action in restoring the pension cut.

Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [4.17 pan.]:
I should like to join with other members
of the Government party in registering my
appreciation of the (.wovemments decision
to restore to the police pensioners the cut
in their pension rates which was made by
the Moore Government. I consider the
action of the Moore Government in interfer-
ing with the pensions of ex-police officers
was a distinct injustice, and was, in effect,
taking away from those people money which
they had subscribed to this fund by their
coutributions.

“Mr. Moore: You know
tions were not touched.

Mr. GAIR : This fund was established for
the purpose of providing a pension for police
officers. Police officers are required to sub-
scribe to this fund to make provision for
their own retivement, and yet we have the
hon. the Leader of the Opposition saying

[ My, Barber.

their contribu-
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that by reducing their pensions by 15 per
cent. their subsorlptlons were not interfered
with. It is very difficult to understend his
reasoning and I repeat that interference
with or reduction of that pension wis a dis-
tinet injustice. The hon. member for Cook
has stated that the pensions of police officers
were reduced in cvery State of the Common-
wealth. That remark is distinctly untrue.
Queensland was the only State in the Com-
monwealth  where ex-police officers  had
a reduction made in their pension and the
Moorc Government werc responsible for it.
I am pleased that the present” Government
arc taking the first available opportunity of
restoring that cut in the pensions of ex-
police officers.
Mr. KENNY:
viously.

Mr. GAIR: That is a very wise statement
aud, of course, characteristic of the truant
from Cook. A man who will get up in this
Chamber day in and day out and make state-
ments which are of little value, but which
fortunately are not taken benously by people
outside

Mr. KENNY:
then?

Mr. GAIR: Is it any wonder that the
mombors of this Chamber are cauzed worry,
when we have a member of the type of the
hon, member for Cook, who persists in giving
us his claptrap, which is reducing the stan-
dard of this Parliament to the level of the
gutter,

Mr. Kenxy: I rise to a point of order.
T think it is very unparliamentary to refer
t0 any person in this Committee as reducing
the prestige of this Parliament to the |} level
of the gutter. It is offensive to me, and I
ask that it be withdrawn.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I would ask the hon. member for South
Brisbane to withdraw his rcmark.

Mr., GAIR: I have no cbjection to with-
drawing the remark if it is offensive to the
hon., member for Cook.

Mr. KenNy: I am not used to living in
the gutter.

You had an opportunity pre-

What are you worrying about

Mr. GAIR: We do not know too much
about the hon. member’s past. The hon.
member for Cook takes exception to my

charging him with reducing the standard of
Parliament to the gutter. I withdraw, but
I feel justified in registering my protest
against the efforts of many hon. members
opposite—not all of them—to reduce the
<tanJa1d of this Parliament to that of a
kindergarten, by daily talking a lot of
twaddle and C]dptld}) that brings ridicule on
members of Parliament genelally That is
one of the reasons why members of Parlia-
ment are subjected to ridicule by the gencral
rublic instead of commanding its admira-
tion and support. The hon. member for Cook
is one of those members on the Opposition
Lbenches who are guilty of that charge.

Again I wish to say that the Government
has restored these pensions at the first pos-
sible opportunity, and T am sure their action
will receive the approval of the people of
Queensland and the appreciation of those
ex-members of the police force who suffered
this reduction at the hands of the Moore
Government. The people and the ex-mem-
hors of the force are intelligent enough to
size up the situation for themselves. They
will realise that in addition to having
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suffercd this reduction, had a Labour Govern-
ment not been returned to office in 1932,
they would not have received a restoration,
but that probably further reductions would
have been inflicted. There is no doubt that
members of the public service, and employees
of the Crown generally realise that had a
TLabour Government not beon elected in 1932
they would have suffered further reductions

in their wages and salaries.
Mr. G. (€. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [4.22
p.n.): I congratulate the Government on

restoring the police pensions. 1 take up
the attitude that whatever little I had to
do with the restoration of the pensions to
the ex-members of the police force in this
State was done as a maiter of principle, 1
am opposed to any Government’s making a
reducticn in pensions of any kind, whether

they be old-age, invalid, or police. There
13 ~omethmg \(M‘l(‘d in a contract fo pay
pensions.  What happened at the Loan

Council and the Premiers’ Conference may
ncne had something to do with the reductions
of police pensions in this State The restora-
tion gives me very much pleasure indeed.
The (;ox'mumcnt are restoring something o
which the ex-policemen are ]uktl_“ entitled
and something that should never have beev
taken from them. The hon. member for
Clook has made a characteristic contributicn
to the debate by criticising the method of
restoration, but his remarks arve entirely
based on political exigencies. He has no
other joss to flog and naturally he uses this
ot on cach and every occasion.  There 13
no doubt that the state of the Treabmy was
responsible for the noun-restoration of the
pensions in 1932, The matter was thoroughly
considered by the Home Secretary and the
Government, but owing to the disturbed
economic conditions it was decided that it
was impossible to restore them before the
present time, and as a (Government must
live within the amount of finance contributed
izv the taxpavers it was necessary to scrutinise
carefully every avenue of expenditure. Bul
"*11‘1n<j the past two years the country has
been steadily recoverirg from the biight
cast on it five }'e\nx’s ago and the Govern-
went are able to restore not only ths
pensions to ex-policemen but also to extend
a reasonable measure of relief to officers of
the public service who came under the
sharp axe of deflation swung by the Moore
(voxmnment

Mr. DEACON ((’umzinglirrm) [4.26 pm.]:

I cannot help replyving to one or two othm
lltt‘e pieces of pohncal propaganda that have

manated from the other side of th\x
Chnmber.. Apparently the hon. member for
South Brisbane doez not know that the man

responsible for all this cutting in ex pcnc“
ture was the very man that they supported
as the possible Prime Minister of Australia
a few \\eel\s ago.

Lir. G. C. Tayow:
correct.

Mr. DEACON: Tt is correct. Hon.
members opposite know very well that even
the old-age pensions were cut and that they
supported the man who proposed it. The
man who did it and the party that proposed
it and carried it through had the strongest
support of hon. members opposite a few weeks
ago, and now they sav that it was a great
injustice? Last vear hon. members opposite
had practically the biggest revenue on record,
they had any amount of money.

You know that is not
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Mr. MooRE: They paid off £2000,00¢ :n
Treasury bills,
Mr. DEACON : They had plenty of money.
Now they say that the financial cuts weve
a great wrong and a great injustice. They
stuck to the police money for two and a-half
yvears and even now they propose to stick
to it for another two months. 1 have never
heard such political nonsense talked in this
Chamber. As a matter of fact, they do not
know by how much the pensions were actu-
ally reduced. The police contributions were
not touched at all. the only contribution
that was reduced being the Government
contribution to the fund.

Mr. W. T. Kixe¢: The police suffered in
thele pension payments.

Mr. DEACON: Did not the old-age pen-
sioners suffer when their pensions were cut
by the friends of hon. members opposite?
And did hon, members opposite not suppori
the man who did it? Was it not much
harder on the old-age nensioners than on the

ox- po‘lcomon D)d hon. members opposite
lhm of that when they supported Mr.
Scullin during the last  Federal election
_dm])aiun 7 Tt makes one tired to listen

to hon. members opposite.
Mr. Gamr: Weary Willie!

Mr. DICACON: Therve is one thing I am
rot weary about, and that I3 tclluw hon.
members on the other =ide What rubbish
they talk on matters like this. If they wero
consistent, sincere. and honest in’ their
belief, they would have restored these con-
tributions three wvears ago. Even the
ex-policetnen who ave to receilve this money
must kvow that it is being restored only
for clectioneering purposes,  Hon. members

opposite are no more honest in their attempt
to restore the Government contributions 10
the Police Investment Board than they were
during the last Federal election vampaign
when they failed to denounce My, Scullin
and Mr. Theodore for having reduced the
old-age pensions,

Mr., BRASSING
[4.30 p.m.]: In dealing with the
made by the hon. member
hanm, which call for some comment, I
desive to speak for myself. I have a very
vivid recollection of the oceasion when hom.
members opposite piloted through this Cham-
ber the Financial Emergency Act, and I
rerember, too, the attitude of my party in
this Chamber. and how they voted upon that
measuve.  Their attitude was definitely
against any cuts in police pensions, as well
as any cuts in salaries and wages. It ill
become\ the htm member to attempt to
justify this injustice which his Government
perpetrated on cortain unfortunate sections
of the community by shifting the responsi-
bility on to the shculders of others.

Mr. Deacox: Yet you supported this Go-
vernment who stuck to that money for two
and a-half vears. and will not give it back,
even now.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Any remarks that
I made when the Financial Emergency Act

YON (Fortitude Valley)
remarks

for Cunning-

was being comldered are to be found
recorded in “ Hansard.” 1f the hon. mem-
ber for Cunningham can show me from

those records where I made one single state-
ment in support of a reduction in salarics
or wages or in police pensions, I am pre-
pared to resign my seat in this Parliament.

My, Brassington.]
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If he cannot do so, then he should be pre-
pared to do what I am prepared to do.
In addition, is it not a definite fact that
hon. members opposite had prepared draft
Estimates aiming at a further reduction of
salaries and wages and police pensions?
I desire to nail down hen. members oppo-
site on that point. Is It rot a fact that
they proposed, if returncd to power at the
1932 elections, to inflict a further cut of
10 per cent. in the directions indicated?
Mr. Dracox: You know that is not true.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: As a
fact, that was quoted on the floor of this
Chamber by the present Leader of the
Government, He made a statement that
draft railway cstimates had been prepared
showing a definite reduction of from 10 to
15 per cent. in the salaries and wages of
railway employees,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN:

Mr. BRASSINGTON :
reported in ¢ Hansard.”

Mr. Goprrey MoRGaN :

Mr. BRASSINGTON :
cannot get away with it.

Mr. MaxwEeLL: You cannoct get away with
it, cither.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: He will have an
opportunity to deny it after this session.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I ask members on both sides of the Com-
mittee to assist me in preserving order;
otherwise I shall be compelled to deal
with them.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Mr. O’Keefe, the
last thing I desirc is to be disorderly in the
Committee, but it is the duty and right of
every hon. member on this side of the Com-
mittee to refute the ridiculous and unfair
statements made_by hon. members oppo-
site. The Opposition charge us with insin-
cerity in not seeking to westore these cuts
until two and a-half veurs after we have
been in office. There can be no basis for
that charge when we review the finan-
cial position of this State when the pre-
sent Government took office. The position
of Queensland to-day stands as a tribute
to the sound admlmitratlon and foresight
of the party now in control of the Treasury
benches. After two and a-half years we
have been able to rectifv many of the
mistalkes of the Moore Government and
place the finances on a sound basis. and this
has enabled us to restore manv of the cuts
made not only in the remuneration of the
wage-earner, but also in the pensions of
the pohcemon and in social services. I leave
this issue for the consideration of the people

matter of

That is not true.

That fact was

That is not true.

The hon. member

at the next election, who, I believe, will
endorse the action of this Clovernment,
Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (MHurilla,

{435 p.m.]: The hon. member who has just
resumed his seat made the statement that
Estimates for the Railway Departnient had
been prepared by the Moore Government
with the object of making a further reduc-
tion in salaries and wages. If hon. mem-
bers have those Estimates I should like fo
have them tabled.

Mr. BrassiNeToN: When the DPremier
made the statement in this Chamber two
sessions ago you were not game to challenge
him.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAXN : I, as Minister
for Transport at the time, knew nothing what-

[My. Brassington,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

cover about those HEstimates. So far as I was
concerncd no estimates were ever prepared
providing for further reductions in the wages
of the railwaymen. If any effort had been
made further to reduce their wages I should
have opposed it. If the papers are avail-
able let the hon. member or the Premier
table them so that we can discover whether
the statement is true or not. I am quite
prepared to say that if the Iistimates were
plopared by tho Conumissioner for Railways,
the (‘ommissioner knows something about a
matter of which I know nothing. Let the
papers be tabled.

Coming now to the subject before the Com-
mittee, we know that reductions in many
directions were made as a result of the
historic conference at which four represen-
tatives of the Labour Party and three repre-
sentatives of the Nationalist Party attended,
That historic Premiers’ Conference decided
that certain action should be taken in view
of the financial position of the country.
Mr. Scullin, the Labour Prime Minister,
played his part and reduced old-age pensions
from £1 to 17s. 6d. a week. In order to
fulfil the conditions agrced upon by the
Prime Minister and the other Premiers

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
he hon. member must deal with the vote
under discussion.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am endea»
\ouurur to show why a reduction was macie
in the first place.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member must deal with the question
before the Committee.

GODFREY MORGAN: The question
befor‘- the Committee is the restoration af
the police pensions.

The HOME SECRETARY :
the restoration?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: No, but I
am trying to point out that the police
pensions were reduced just as the old-age
pensions were reduced—because it was unani-
mously agreed upon by four representatives
of the Labour Partv and three represenfa-
tives of the Nationalist Party.

Mr. W. T. Kixe¢: That is not correct.
This is the only State in which the pensions
were reduced.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: No, the old-
age pensions, eemmon to the whole of Aus-
tralia, were reduced by the Labour Prime
Minigter.

If Queensland has reached a financial posi-
tion that will permit of the restoration of
the reduction in police pensions, let it be
done; but we must not forget that the
presen. GGovernment ‘obbed the railwaymen
of any chance they ever had of securing a
ponS]on (Government interruption.y If 1t
is a good thmg for a policernan to have a
pension, it is equally good for 4 railwayman,
who is just as important a member of the
civil service——

The TEMPORARY CIHAIRMAN :
I do not propose to allow the hon.
to continue on these lines.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We have all
been more or less departing from the point,
Mr. O’Keefe, but [ am sorry that fthis °s
being made a political question in order that
the Government may secure some political
kndos. Although they had just as much
money at their disposal twelve months ago

Are you opposing

Order!

member
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as to-day, ihe Government did not think it
advisable to restore the reduction earlier.
It is significant that the restoration is being
made on the eve of an election. It is
equally significant that we find many mem-
bers on the Government side taking the
opportunity to congratulate the present
Administration for restoring this reduction
after two and a-half years. 1f it were wrong
to reduce the pensions in the first place, 1t
was equally wrong for the present Govern-
ntent, who had funds available, to take
advantage of the reduced pensions for two
and a-half years.

The SzcreTsRy FOR PuBLic Laxps: You
did not leave us any money with which to
pay then.

r. GODFREY MORGAN: The hon.
gentleman has gone throughout the length
and breadth of Queensland telling the people
he had money to burn and asking the people
to make use of it. So far as the police
pensions are concerned, a mere handful of
men are affected and their voting power will
not make the slightest difference.

My, W. T. King: That is not being con-
sidered.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It is. Why
is it necessary for hon. members on the
Government side to get up and congratulate
the Government on what they have done in
regard to the restoration of pensions? They
have done so because these police pensioners
are spread over numerous electorates.
think it is sickening and degrading to see
hon. members on the Government side rising
in their seats and saying that the Moore
Clovernment did a frightful thing when they
reduced the pensions of ex-police officers.
Manv of these pensioners had incomes irre-
spective of their pensions, and the old-age
pensioner, who was entirely dependent on
his pension of £1 a week, had 2s. 6d.
deducted from that amount by a Labour
Prime Minister. At the last election the
Labour Government came forward with a
promise to the old-age pensioners which was
ir the nature of a bribe; but it was not
accapted by the people, because the anti-
Labour forces had a victory.

Mr. Gair: I rise to a point of order. I
submit that the hon. member for Murilla
is not in order in saying that the Labour
Party offered a bribe to the people.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: if the
Lion. member used those words, I ask him
to withdraw them,

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: If it is offen-
sive I withdraw it. I was talking about the
Labour candidates, not the Labour Govern-
ment, and they are outside the scope of this
Chamber.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I desire to draw the hon. member’s attention
io the fact that the question before the Com-
mittee is the grant in aid of the Police
Superannuation Fund.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am very
pleased that this amount has been restored,
provided the Govermment are in a position
to do so. 1t seeme to me a great shame that
the Government did not restore it twelve
months or two years ago. Hon. members
on this side of the Committee would not
then have been able to say that the restora-
tion was made on the eve of an election in
order to obtain votes at that election.

[25 OcToBER.]

Supply. 981

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [4.46 p.m.]: 1 listened
tc a fair amount of abuse from the hon.
member for South Brisbane in reply to my
specch, but I heard no argument. I would
remind the hon. member that abuse is no
argument. The hon. member said that the
debates had reached a kindergarten stage in
this Chamber. I am pleased to see that the
hon. member recognises he is in the kinder-
garten stage. The hon. member for Forti-
tude Valley said that if it could be shown
that he voted for a reduction of salaries or
wages during his period in this Chamber
he would resign his seat. In reply to that
hon. member I need only refer to the police
vote, where it will be found the hon. mem-
ber voted for a reduction in wages and
salaries of £60,410 last year and the previous
rear.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
1 ask the hon. member to confine his remarks
to the vote before the ITouse.

Mr. KENNY : I thought I was entitled to
reply to the hon. member for Foriitude
Valley.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. KENNY: Can I not reply to those
statements 7

Mr. Krocn: Mr. O’Keefe——a

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I ask the hon. member to resume his seat.

Mr. KENNY : That is an absolute choke.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr. KENNY: It’s a damned choke.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Mr. KrgoeH: Mr. O’Keefe, on this vote—

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I was
under the impression that the hon. member
wished to raise a point of order. The
hon. member for Cook has made a
reflection on the Chair. I would ask the
hon. member to withdraw and apologise.

Mr. KENNY : There is nothing else under
the rules of debate left for me to do. If
a member is not entitled in this Chamber
to reply to statements made by members
oppostte then, Sir, what can I think? There
is only one thing for me to do, obey your
ruling.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I ask the hon. member to withdraw his
remark with reference to the Chair and
apologise.

Mr. KENNY: I must obey your ruling,
Mr. O’Keefe. 1 do.

Mr. KeocH: He has not done it yet.

Mr. KENNY: Of course he has. What
do you want me to do, get down on my
knees?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I ask the hon. member to withdraw and
apologise. :

Mr. KENNY: I say I have acceded to
vour request as a member of this Chamber.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: My
request for an apology?
Mr. KENNY: I have acceded to your

request to do so. I cannot say any more.
I am not expected to go down and kneel
at the Chair. I say I accede to your request
as Chairman of this Committee.

Mr. Kenny.]
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I must
ask the hon. member to withdraw -and
apologise.

Mr. KENNY: I have acceded to your
request and I apologise. I cannot do more.
I am not prepared to go and kneel at the
fect of the Temporary Chairman.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Is the
hon. member desirous of resuming his
speech ?

Mr. KENNY : I have been asked to resume
my scat. If I am entitled to reply to the
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, I do
desire to continue my speech. You asked
me, Mr. O’Keefe, to resume my seat.
aslkk for your ruling as to whether I am
entitled fo reply to the remarks made by
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:
were his remarks?

Mr. KENNY : The statement made by the
hon. member for Fortitude Valley was that
the Moore Government were responsible for
wage reduction and the reduction in the
vote for pensions for the police force. IHe
stated that members on that side of the
Committee had never voted for any reduc-
tion and he challenged us to prove where
he had voted. I am now bringing before
this Chamber the division on this vote.

Mr. Brassington: I rise to a point of
order. During the course of my remarks I
challenged hon. members to show where I
had advocated or voted for a reduction of
pensions or wages in connection with the
Financial Emergency Act.

Mr. KENNY: In reply to that I quote
the vote for ‘‘ Police Investment Board”
last session, providing for a reduction, for
which the hon. member voted. I also quote
the vote for ‘“ I’olice” where there was an-
other reduction under the Financial Emer-
gency Act of £60,410 in wages and salaries.
The hon. member voted for that, That
being the case, we find we should have
a by-clection in Fortitude Valley. The hon.
member who is Deputy Leader of the Go-
vernment stated that thev did not have the
funds to malke this restoration previously.

What

Very good. I askk the hon. gentleman why,
if they did not have the funds, they could
meet £2,000,000 of Treasury bills? These

£2,000,000 worth of Treasury bills were there
to pay the money. That could have been
utilised on this vote. I would also ask why
it was neccssary to reduce the estimated
deficit that was agreed upon by the Loan
Council by £600, 0007 That money could
have been utilised to pay the reduction in
the police vote. Anything will do for hon.
members on the Government side for political

purposes ! We will not allow hon. members
to get away with unqualified statements in
this way. (Government intarjections.)

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
There is too much noise and too much inter-
ruption in the Chamber, and I would ask
hon. members to allow the hon. member for
Cook to continue his speech.

Mr. KENNY: I should like to draw your
attention, Mr. ’Keefe, to the fact that the
hon. member for Kelvin Grove remarked
that we are brigands and robbers on this
side of the Chamber. That is very offensive
and should be withdrawn. We are entitled
to an apology.

Mr. WaTERS: Which member does the
hon. mcmber for Cook refer to?

[Mr. Kenny.
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Mr. KENNY : I refer to the hon. member.
He referred to membmb on this side as
‘““ robbers and brigands,” which is offensive
to me and I think every other member on
this side of the Lhambei We arc entitled
to a withdrawal and apology.

The TEMPORARY CIIAIRMAN:
hon. member for Cook asking for a
drawal ?

Mr. KENNY: I am asking the Chairman
to fix the matter up.

Mr. Warers: T have had the pleasure of
saying it and I now ha\e the satisfaction of
withdrawing it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN :
I ask the hon.
reservation.

Mr. KENNY: Are we not entitled to an
apology, Mr. Chairman?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
I warn the hon. member for Cook that I
am not going to allow him to address the
Chair in that manner, nor am I going %o
permit these mattors to be treated as a joke.
I shall not give him any further latitude.
If he continues to make veflections on the
Chair 1 shall have to deal with him.

Mr. KENNY: I am not making any
reflection on the Chair. There are :ome
statements to which objection can be taken,
but there are other statements that are
absolutely offensive, and one is entitled fo
an apology for them. If you rule that the
statement by the hon. member for Kelvin
Grove is not worthy of that consideration,
then I obey your ruling.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:
I am in the chair.

Mr. KENNY: I recognise that full well,
and I am quite prepared to accept your

Is the
with-

Order !
member to withdraw withous

Order !

ruling. If you are content, then I shall be
content,

The HOME SECRETARY (Mon. E. M.
Hanlon, [thaca) [4.55 p.m.]J: 1 did not
intend to speak again on this vote, but I
cannot allow the hon. member for Cook

to get away with the statement that he has
just made. Either he tried deliberately to
mislead the Chamber or he is ignorant of
the facts. He stated that during the past
two years hon. members on this side had
voted for a reduction in police superannua-
tion pavments. That is not the case. The
police superannuation payments last year
were larger than the vote for the preceding
vear, because last year pensions to widows
and orphan children of ex-policemen were
restored to their orviginal amounts. That
was the first step taken by the present Go-
vernment in restoring the unwarranted
deductions imposed on the police force
by the Moore Government. 'The hon. mem-
ber was not speaking the truth when he
sald that hon. members on this side had
voted for a reduction in police pensions.
The appropriation this vear is an increase
on the appropriation provided by the pre-
vious (Government.

Item (Police Investment Board) agreed to.

PRISONS.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, 7thaea) [4.57 p.m.]: I move—

“That £28,171 be granted for ‘ Pri-
sons.”
The appropriation this year shows an

increase of #£1,025, provision being made
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for the appointment for one additional war-
der, with increases in salaries to existing
staff. The number of prisoners in the past
vear was about the same as the number for
cne, previous year, but the average number
of prisoners was less than for some years
back. The average number in 1928 was
414.87, whereas to-day the number is 385.74,
an increase over the preceding two years,
but a decrcase compared with 1928, 1929,
and 1830,

ir. R. M. KING (Logan) [4.58 p.m.]:
After listening to the political propaganda
that has just emanated from hon. members
copposite I should like to invite the atten-
tion of hon. members to the report on the
prisons department. On page 40 of the
report upon the operations of the sub-depart-
ments of the Home Department, it is stated
that capital punishment was abolished as
from 3lst July, 1922. Then it goes on to
miake very interesting comparisons dealing
with capital punishment over a period of
twelve years prior to the abolition of capi-
tal punishment and over a period of twelve
years following the abolition of capital
punishment. The comparisons disclose a
rather serious position. The report points
out that there were seventecn death sen-
tences in respect of charges of wilful mur-
der, murder, and attempted murder, from
1st August, 1910, to 30th July, 1922—the
twelve years prior to the abolition of capi-
tal punishment—and that there were thirty-
four life sentences in respect of charges of
wilful murder, murder, and attempted mur-
der during twelve years since 3lst July,
1922. The last time that the extreme penalty
of the law was carried out was on 22nd
September, 1913. It will be noted that
seventeen ‘death sentences were imposed m
twelve years prior to the abolition of capi-
tal punishment, and that thirty-four Ife
sentences were imposed in twelve years since
the abolition of capital punishment, or
exactly double the number in the same
period of time. The increase is greater than
the increase in population warvants. The
report goes on to say—

*“The mean population during that
period was 684,320, so that the sentences
represented once per 40,254 of the mean
population.”

Later, dealing with the second twelve-year
pmlod the report states—

¢ During that period the mean popula-

tion was 876,611, so that the life sen-

tences passed represcnted one to every

28,271.”

Notwithstanding the increase in population
theve has been a very material increcase in
these serious crimes of wilful murder,
murder, and attempted murder since
capital punishment was abolished, It 1is
a reatter which should give us cause for
serious reflection.

The report also deals with convictions on
charges of rape and attempted rape previous
to the abolition of capital punishment and
subrequently,  There were thirteen convie-
tions for these offences in twelve years prior
to the abolition of capital punishment, but
the number of convictions on similar charges
in twelve vears after the abolition of capital
punishment numbered seventeer. Rape has
always been looked upon as a very serious

offence.  The Criminal Code always pro-

vided fm capital punishment for this offence.

Mr. W. T. Xix¢: How many people were
hung tm mpe?
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Mr. R. M. KING: I do not know, but 1
do remember one case many years ago. In
that case the jury held it was a case of rape
by fraud

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION @
A good number.

The HoumeE SecrReETARY : There were only
three executions in Queensland in the period
reviewed before the abolition of capital
punishment.

Mr. R. M. KING : That conclusively shows
that the provisions of capital punishment in
the Criminal Code acted as a deterrent to
serious crimes.

The Howe Secrerary: There were seven-
teen convictions for capital offences and only
three executions.

Mr. R. M. KING : That shows the wisdom
of whatever Government were in power in
keeping in the statute the extreme penalty
of the law. 1 know it is the policy of the
Government to abolish capital punishment.
They abolished it in 1922, I remember the
discussion on the Bill and I shall not raise
any academic discussion on the question, as
I expressed my views then,

Mr. KrogH: Do you believe In capital
punishment ?

Mr. R. M. KING: Yes, I do believe in
capital punishment.

Mr. Krog: Why didn’t you bring in a
Bill to re-enact ic?
Mr. R. M. KING : The abolition of capital

punishment is not the policy of all Labour
Governments throughout Australia. [ have
a distinct xocollcctlon of executions taking
place in Western Australia under the Co‘her
Labour Government. We had executions in
New South Wales whilst Mr. Lang was in
power. Therefore, capital punlshment has
not been abolished in that State. That leads
me to this poing: A very serious crime took
place in our State last year. A woman was
Lrought over the border from New South
Wales to Glenore Grove, near Lowood,
where one of the most atrocious ecrimes
ever committed in the history of this State

wax perpetrated. The trial judge said that
the two prisoners probably knew that capital
punishment had been abohshed in Queens-
land, and, therefore, they were quite safe
in coming over the b01de1 becuuse had they
committed the crime in New South Wales
and heen convicted they would probably
have been executed.

The SgCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
One of the men attempted to administer
strychnine to the woman in a glass of beer
wh(,u they were ou the Clarence River, but
she did not drink it.

Mr. R. M. KING : I do not know anything
about the merits of that case, which is all
¢ver now; according to our laws we have
to accept the verdict of the jury.

The HoxE SecreTaRY: That, nevertheless,
is truc. The first attempt to kill the woman
was in New South Wales.

Mr. R. M. KING: I am not raising this
question simply for the purpose of talking
about It, but with a view to its receiving
the serious attention of the Government., I
know perfectly well that the Government
do not believe in carrying out the extreme
penalty of death.

The HoMmE SECRETARY :

Frankly, T have a
horror of it.

Mr.R. M. King.]
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Mr. R. M. KING: I have a horror of it
myself.

Mr. Krocun: You want somebody else
to do it.

Mr. R. M. KING: The whole thing is
abhorrent to all people, but a provision for
capital punishment would act as a deterrent.
The cvidence before us inclines one to the
belief that the provision for capital punish-
ment did act as a deterrent and that its
abolition has meant an increase in secrious
crimes.  Why should our attention be so
sharply drawn to the fact in the report of
the ,PII:OXID Department ?

The HoMe SECRETARY: I asked the Comp-
troller-General to give that information.

Mr. R. M. KING:
if provision is made in the
capital  punishment.,

The SEcrerarRY For PUBLIC Lanps: It will
not be put in the statute book while we are
here.

Mr. R. M. KING: That may be so:
nevertheless better results would have been
obtained had the provision for capital punish-
ment been retained. The Labour Govern-
ment could always exercise clemency, which
after all is within the power of any Execu-
tive. The statistics furnished in the report
show that from the 1st August, 1910, to the
30th  July, 1922—capital punlahment was
abolished as from 3lst July, 1922—only three
executions took place. TUndoubtedly serious
crime Is on the increase and I merely bring
this matter forward so that something can
be done to remedy the position.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Znoggera) [5.10
p.n.|: The hon. member for Logan endorses
capital punishment because he considers it
necebsaly as a deterrent to serious crime,
which he says has increased in the last twelve
vears. We must not lose sight of the fact
that during the great war hundreds of thou-
sands of human beings were taught to kill,
and a psychology was created that held life
cheap. Sentiments of brotherly love and
peace were relegated to the background, and
human beings were regarded as Tnachines of

No harm will be done
statutes for

murder in the interests of the belligerent
countries. Furthermore, 1many soldiers
returned to this country with shattered

nerves. IFrom every rostrum in the State
speakers urged men to enlist for the pur-
posc of destlov'hg life. Women were worked
up into a state of hysteria against people
who did not see eye to eye with them on
the consecription issuc. All these things have
a bearing upon the psychology of the people.

Mr. Epwsrns: I do not think they have.

Mr. G. ¢. TAYLOR: What could one
expect after an orgy of slaughter and blood-
shed? Tt is not surprising that life is not
held as sacred as it should be.

Mr. WmNHOLT: Do you think the
cars have made life cheap?

Mr. G. €. TAYLOR: A motor car does
not murder. Irom a psycholocr cal aspect
the war was responsible for many of the
murders that have taken place since. The
motor car has certamly contributed to the
number of murders committed by the under-
world, that section of the community which
is at war with society gencrally. With
modern means at their disposal, automatic
revolvers, machine guns, and methods of
fast transport, these people gain the idea
that they can commit murder in the further-

[Mr. R. M. King.
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ance of their crime and get away with it,
and that is one of the causes of increase in
such offences. A study of American condi-
tions during the war as compared with those
of to-day will offer hon. members opposite
a good illustration of why this class of crime
has increased.

Tho time has arrived in this and every
other civilised community when more humane
methods must be adopted when dealing with
first offenders and men and women who
have committed crimes which do not come
within the category of scrious crime. The
time is opportune for the investigation of
prison life and methods of reform. Any
system adopted should cnsure that first offen-
ders and those who committed lesser crimes
would be segregated and taught a trade.
In the near future when the prison farm
is_established in Queensland, such prisoners
will be able to learn the 1udxment= of pri-
mary production, which will {it them to go
on the land.

At 515 p.m.,

The (‘HatRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr., Epwarps: Why do you always pick
ou the primary producer when you want
to get rid of your burdens?

Mr. G. €. TAYLOR : Our friends opposite
have always been crying out for labour.

Mr. Epwarps: We don’t want that sovt
of labour; you can keep thom down here.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : Will the hon. mem-
ber say that becausc a man commits a mis-
demeanour he should be ostracised for the
rest of his life? Would he not make as
good a farm labourer if e were given the
opportunity ? Do hon. members who pose
as Christians mean to tell me that they really
follow the cthics of Christ? Do they mean
to tell me that a man who has served a
small sentencs for a minor crime should not
have every opportunity to make good after-
wards? Hon. members opposite know -that
many men who were pillars of Australian
qomotv came out to this country as convicts.
Thousands of convicts were sent ouf to Aus-
tralia and they never let their friends down
cither.  Some of the older families of Vie
toria, New South Wales, and I daresay in
this Srate, can trace their ancestors to those
who left Bngland for—shall I say—Aus-
tralia’s good. The application of humani-
tarian principles to this question will solve
the problem and not the infliction of capital
punishment for crimes which are sometimes
atiributable to psychological influences.
)‘Ie(li(‘al science should be used. Criminals
should be treated psychologically and medi-
cally and not treated in the inhuman man-
ner of the past. If the matter were tackled
from this aspéct, no doubt the problem of
crime would le solved.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [5.18 p.m.]:
I did not intend to say anything on this
vote until I heard the hon. member for
Logan make a statemeunt regarding capital
pumshment To me his statement appeared
rather paradoxical, when taken with his
remarks concerning the treatment of dis-
charged prisoners. Of the seventeen death
scntences that were pased in the twelve
years prior to 1922, as mentioned on page
40 of the report, only three were actually
carried into effect. If the hon. member
makes the point that these executions were
a deterrent, why could not any person con-
templating the commission of any of the
then capital offences have said, “ I shall be
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very unlucky if I am executed when so many
of these sentences are commuted to life
imprisonment or imprisonment for a definite
term.” Were the hon. member for Logan,
who is u member of the legal profession, to
turn up a very elementary text-book on law,
which is in the hands of any student going
for his intermediate examination—I refer to
Salmond on ‘“ Jurisprudence >—he would
find there arc four different kinds of pun-
ishment—reformative, deterrent, preventive,
and  retributive. Jurisprudence demands
that one of these four different types of pun-
ishment be applied to the offender for any
particular crime. It is all very well saying
that the punishment inflicted is a deterrent
against the commission of certain crimes.
It iz common knowledge that many crimes
are committed to-day on impulse, by persons
not of sound mind—temporarily insane. In
Queensland our (riminal Code came into
effecr in 1901 after the giant intellect of Sir
Szmuel Grifiith had codified our eriminal law.
There are many instances in the Criminal
Code where an excuse can be sct up and
accepted by a court for the commission of
a criminal act. So far as the taking of the
itfe of an individual is concerned, the defence
of intoxication can be set up if it is intoxi-
cation to such a degree that it robs the
individual of his power of self-control and
his ability to know the mnature of the act
he is doing. so long a: he did not
deliberately get himself into that condition.
T can give the Cominittee many other cases
where excuses can be set up and will be
accepted by the court. I do not desire that
this Committee should let it go to the world
that we are retrogressing. As a matter of
fact, in the treatment of our prisoners we
2re progressing.  One may journey to New
South Wales and see the road over the Blue
Meuntains built by criminal labour—by men
chained together in gangs. If one died, his
hody was thrown over the side of the moun-
tain. We do not desire to return to such
ticatment, Or one can proceed to Western
Australia and inspeet the town hall at
Perth. The architect of this structure was
a4 convicted criminal. I appreciate his
humour. The clock on the tower is sur-
rounded by a scroll—a hangman’s noose—
and the *“lookouts” in that tower are in
the form of broad arrows pointing to the
cround. A controversy exists in Western
Aunstralia as to whether the building should
not be destroyed, because of the fact that
it stands  there a monument to the
horrors associated with the treatment of
convicts in the past. Port Arthur, in
Fasmania, and many other conviet settle-
ments are a blot on the fair name of our
civilisation. We do not want to return to
that system of capital punishment so closely
associated with our past. I am an earnest
advocate of prison reform, and should like
t» see the Home Secrctary pushing forward
with_his scheme in this respect as quickly as
possible. T realise T am treading on some-
vhat dangerous ground, but there are cer-
tain features associated with our prisons of
te-day that make me feel rather ashamed of
being a Christian. I have inspected the
brivons at Bogge road and Stewart’s Creek,
Townsville, but not Rockhampton. In the
main, the conditions operating there are
wonderful—that is, so far as it is possible to
give good surroundings within four walls.

I realise that a man who commits an
cffenice  against scciety should pay the
penalty, but I also realise that there are

[25 OcToBER.]

Supply. 985

men in prison who are by no means dan-
gerous. Certain human actions have to be
performed during the night, and facilities
could be made available to the less dan-
gerous men who would not endeavour to
obtain their }berty. Ti would not be wise
to give dangerous criminals anv_ latitude,
especially when an institution is perhaps half-
staffed, in the dead hours of the night. These
men must be adequately guarded, but at the
same time there are features associated with
prison life to-day, even in its very best form,
which, to me, require the attention of the
authorities with a view to improvement, I
for one will never be a party to going back
to the old days of capital punishment.
entirely endorse the present-day forms of
punishment and the manner in which they
should be applied.

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) [5.27 p.m.]:
I should like to comment upon the methods
that are employed in dealing, particularly,
with crimes due to sexual perversion and
sex offences generally. The methods
employed in  Queensland are hopelessly
inadequate and out of date, and constitute
a blot upon a civilised community. Time
after time magistrates in this city have
stated that it is practically usecless to send
this type of offender to gaol for the maxi-
mum period of six months, because 1t 1s
no deterrent to him at all. If a person is
abnormal to the extent that he is a sexual
pervert there should be some more scientific
method of dealing with the case. A psycho-
logical laboratory should be esﬁabhshed
where a medical man could examine cases
of this description instead of their being
sent to gaol—from which they will emerge,
probably, with their perverse instincts more
highly developed. If they are placed under
the care of medical men they may have some
chance of being reclaimed to society, and
there may be some possibility of their
instincts and habits being diverted to normal
channels. We read in the newspaper that
persons are sent to gaol for periods of six
months for committing an unnatural offence,
for cxposing themselves in publie, and for
committing other offences usually committed
by sexual perverts. Anvone who has read
the works of Havelock Ellis, Kraft Ebing,
and other sex psychologists must realise
that a more ecfficient method of dealing with
that type of offender is required in a civi-
lised community if we are to make any
advance in that direction at all. I hope
the Home Secretary will give some atten-
tion to this phase of prison reform. To send
these people to gaol in existing circum-
stances is a reflection on prison administra-
tion, and something to which those asso-
ciated with prison reform in this State
should have given attention long ago. Go-
vernments of all shades of political opinions
must share the responsibility for failing to
take action in this direction in the days gone
by. But, as we are living in advanced times
and in a civilisation which has vast facili-
ties to offer, I believe that the Government
should take the necessary steps along the
lines that I have suggested to deal with
sexual offenders.

Another reform which should be hastened
deals with the position of the first offenders.
I hope that a prison farm will be expedited,
and that instead of youthful offenders who,
perhaps, have committed a minor ecrime
against society being herded with old and
hardened criminals they will have there an

Mr. Waters.]
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opportunity to make a genuine attempt to
reclaim themselves and once more become
useful members of society.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [5.30 p.m.|: 1
want to assure the hon. member for Enog-
gera that the Opposition have no desire 1o
go back to the old days. He imagines that
this party is opposed to any system of prison
reform. On the contrary, we are just as
humane in our attitude towards this ques
tion as members of his own party. Any
movement that makes for reform of prison
life and would act towards a retardation of
crime will have our hearty support.

We know that the debates that took place
on capital punishment in this Chamber were
mostly of an academic character. Capital
punishment is abhorrent to me and I should
not like to see the system restored. There
are many good citizens who think that the
mere fact that capital punishment is pro-
vided as a punishment for capital crimes
acts as a deterrent. For all that, I think
that society in civilised countries now gene-
rally recognises that it is proper that capital
punishment should be abolished.

_The hon. member for Logan drew atten-
tion to the growth of crime. The hon.
member for noggera attributed it to the
psychology of the times. He 1is rather
inclined to trace the cause back to the effects
of the war. He stated that men were taught
and encouraged to kill, and that this certainly
affected the psychology of the people. I join
issue with him on that statement. My
experience of soldiers teaches me that they
are just as law-abiding as any other section
of the community.

Mr. G. C. Tavror: I did not say they were
not.

Mr. RUSSELL: The hon. member
stretched the matter too far when he said
that the cause of the increase in crime was
the phychology created by the war. I am
inclined to think that the increase in erime
in some countries Is due chiefly to the
tremendons amount of unresi that exists
to-day. There is no doubt that in the last
decade, owing to the promulgation of
various doctrines, people have become very
dissatisfied with the laws that govern their
country. The world is not going back to
the old conditions which existed a quarter
of a century ago, but there is a good deal
of restlessness and a good deal of dissatis-
faction with present conditions., There is
not the same respect for law and authority
to-day as existed, say, ten years ago. The
hon. member for Enoggera cited the United
States of America. There is no doubt that
in that great country there is a spirit of
lawlessness and a disregard of authority,
and but for the introduction of drastic mea-
sures to stamp them out we might expect a
perpetuation of the trouble. Fortunately,
British countries have not had the same
increase in crime as the United States of
America, although we deplore the fact that
our records show that here in Australia there
has been an increase in erime. That is due
to the increase of the spirit of lawlessness
and disregard of authority. I am afraid
that many doctrines broadcast to-day do not
make for greater discipline among our
people, and a due respect for the law. Tt
behoves the men in charge of our affairs to
sce to it that these lawless tendencies are
checked. As a rule, the Australian is a
law-abiding citizen. Fle may ke free and
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casy tu manncer and impatient of restraint,
nevertheless, if his encrgies are rightly
directed he s just as law-abiding as a citizen
of any other country. The Opposition, as I
id, has no desire to go back to the old
days, No doubt—

Man’s inhumanity to man
Makes countless thousands mourn.”

We are all heartily ashamed of the things
that were done in the early days of Aus-
tralia, but they were due to a systemn which
prevailed not in Australia but in the mother-
land. We know how rigorously offenders
against the law were dealt with, and how
men were transported for a most trivial
offence. We now forget all that. Australia.
despite her temporary increase in crime,
can show that her criminal records bear
favourable comparison with those of any
other country in the world.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, /thace) [6.35 p.m.]: Matters raised
under this vote are of considerable public
importance and a great deal of public
interest has been taken in them. It was
with a view to getting some check on the
number of capital offences committed that
I asked the Comptroller of Prisons to pre-
pare a table showing the number of capital
offences committed both before and after the
abolition of capital punishment. The table
which has been supplied gives the number
of convictions, but does not nccessarily dis-
play the proportionate i.~vease in offences.
Undoubtedly juries hesitated to convict on
charges of wilful murder when capital punish-
ment existed.  When the inquiries that I
am now making are complete we may find
that the fizures do not look so significant.
A comparison will have to be made with the
position in other States, where capital pun-
ishment still exists. Certainly no noticeable
falling off in capital crimes is cvident in
New South Wales and Victoria. for we are
from time to time regaled at brealkfast with
news of serious crime in those States. TUntil
comparisons are made it would be unfair to
pass judgment on our system. Furthermore,
the number of offences committed in those
States and in Queensland, and the proportion
of convictions in the respective States will
have to be taken into consideration. Per-
sonally, I do not belicve that a provision for
capital punishment is any deterrent to the
commission of serious crime. A person who
contemplates the killing of a fellowbeing
does not sit down and calculate the probable
sentence he will receive. Tf he did. then
probably very little scrious crime would be
committed, because no one would contem-
plate with equanimity cven the prospect of
spending a lifetime in gaol; indeced. the
prospect of capital punishment would appear
preferable to many than spending a life-
time in gaol. However, so soon as I get
complete information I shall make it avail-
able for publication.

Reference has been made to the proposed
prison farm. Recently, on my way to Stan-
thorpe, I inspected the property. All that is
needed before prisoners can go on that farm
iz a burn off, and the Forestry Board oificials
say it is probable that a good burn off will
be made at the beginning or middle of next
month. So soon as that is done the first
draft of prisoners will go on that farm and
commence work.

Mr. Moore: Will they camp there?



Supply.

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. I do
not propose to spend a large sum of money
in constructing elaborate buildings, for I
think these people are capable of doing their
own work. It is desirable to get offenders
who arc not naturally criminally inclined
away from the association of the Boogo Road
Gaol. With all the care that is taken in
that gaol, it is impossible to stamp out
associations between first offenders and ex-
perienced criminals. Mess orderlies have to
be appointed, and it is remarkable with what
rapidity information travels around. It is
mmpossible to stamp out the means of com-
munication, and, although every attempt is
made by prrson officials to segregate first
offenders and to classify prisoners generally,
all prisoners have to go into the workshops
and thus in the course of their work have
common associations and opportunities for an
interchange of ideas. Victims of the law
who are not natural criminals should be
dissociated from the prison altogether, for
in that way much can be done in the way
of reform. Nobodr likes prison. The most
hardened criminal has only one desire in
life when he is imprisoned; he wants to get
out. Certainly criminals do everything in
their power to avoid getiing into gaol, and.
although life in prison has been made less
inhuman than it was gaol does not offer
attractions to anyome. 1 shall be pleased
when the prison farm is established, for we
shall be better able to segregate different
classes of prisoners. It is expected that the
first draft of prisoners will be on the prizon
farm before the end of the year.

Mr. GAIR (Rouih Brisbane) [5.40 p.m.]:
Whilst prisons are necessary as places of
pum\nmont for tl1ose persons who have vio-
lated the laws of society, it must not be
averlooked that they should contribute in
no small measurc to the work of reform.
Tt is useless 1mpnson1nv people unless some
means of reform is attempted, especially
where first offenders arc concorned. Last
vear, when speaking on this vote. I enrdea-
voured to point out the grave danger of
corrupting the young first offender by asso-
clating him with old-timers and other orimi-
rals for whom theve was little hope of refor-
mation, and suggested that a better system
of classification of prisoners should be
evolved. T am pleased that the Home Secre-
tary, who stated on that occasion that he
o investigating the system of prison
farms, has pursued that idea, and that a
n farm will soon be operating.

b

notice that the report on prisons says—
‘It is to he regretted there was such

a considerable increasc in the number of

prisoners received during the last three
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years under the age of twenty-five, more
especially as, under present conditions,
juvenile offenders cannot be kept entirely
apart from the confirmed criminal
class.”

That phase of the report bears out what I
have said and confirms the need for the
prison farm system which is now being
undexrtaken by the Government. Hon. mem-
bers can appreciate the feelings of a young
man who has erred by committing some
minor offence, and who has been convicted
and sent to gaol and is forced to associate
with hardenced criminals. That association
must inevitably have a harmful effect on
his outlook, and certainly will not have a
refermative influence. Even when he is
released he is subject to embarrassment by
heing accosted by these criminals and having
the ﬁngsr of scorn pointed at him bz people
for whom prison holds no fear. I feel satis-
fied that when the prison farm has been
established its reformative effects will be
apparent in the case of those young prisoners
who have crred in a minor degree. As the
Lhon. member for Logan stated this morn-
ing, 1 trust thev will not be subject to embar-
rassment by the police or any section of the
community, and every opportunity of becom-
ing good tizens will be afforded to them.

The present administration is satisfactorily
conducted, and I compliment the officers of
the various prisons throughout the State,
and also the members of the administrative
staff on their excellent work.

I densire to raise the question of the amount
of wages that are paid to warders of our
plisOD“ For many years I have held the
opinion that the warders employed at our,
Inﬁom have mnot been receiving as high a

vage as ther are entitled to, COl]SldCl]ng the
‘wge% that are paid to members of the police
force. No doubt it will be argued that the
police have the dangerous duty of catching
the offenders, and all the warder has to do
is to keep them in custody. Whilst T appre-
ciate the rick incurred by the police in
carrying out their duties, I would point out
that the warders, in their endeavours to
discipline and veform prisoners, are in
danger every day. This should be taken into
constderation in the fixation of their wages.
I appreciate the fact that this is a matter
for the Industrial Court: but I would sug-
gest that when the application is made by
the prison warders for an increase in wages,
the department should give consideration to
the fact that the present rate of wages is
comparatively low. In confirmation of that
I will read a comparative statement of the
salaries drawn by police officers and salaries
drawn by prison warders——

Allowance in lieu Allowance for
of overtime. holidays worked.
Year. Police. Prison Warders.

Police. Prison Warders.

£ s d. £ £ s d £ s d
Recruits .. .. 182 0 0 .. .- .-

Pirst, .. .. .. 275 5 b 221 29 8 3 8 9 7
Second .. 284 7 11 230 29 8 3 816 0
After twenty w ATs 320 17 11 285 33 6 3 1019 1
Average, 21 years 298 14 261 30 19 10 10 0 4

I might mention that these figures are sub-
jert te the reductions under the Salaries Act.

In addition, the average policeman receives
an amount of £36 10L as an allowance in

Mr. Gair.)
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lieu of quarters, an allowance which the
prison warder does not enjoy. The differ-
ence per annum in favour of the police is,
therefore, approximately £95. My conten-
tion is that the difference in the duties does
not warrant the disparity in salary. 1 do
not wish to be misunderstood in dealing with
this matter. I am not asking that the sala-
ries of the police should be reduced. The
police officer i3 entitled to every penny that
he is receiving. I am demonstrating that
the prison warder is entitled to a larger
salary than he is receiving at the present
time.

The policeman contributes to the police
superannuation fund, which is subsidised
from the police reward fund and from con-
solidated revenue. For the year ended 3lst
December, 1933, the total of subsidies was
£46,192 and of contributions £17,346 13s. 5d.
The prison warder contributes to the Public
Service Superannuation Fund. For the year
ended 30th June, 1933, the total subsidy was
£1,447 14s. and the contributions £89,173 1s.
1d. For every £1 of subsidy, the policeman
paid 7s. 64, The public servant (prison
warder) paid £61 12s.

Apart from the rank and file, the com-
parison is as follows:—

Rank. Police. Prison Warder.
£ s d. £ s d.

Acting Sergeant 333 2 11 —
Senior Warder — 206 0 O
Sergeant .. 37 T11 —
Chief Warde

(Second (lass) — 310 0 0
Senior Sergeant 375 12 11 —
Chief  Warder

(First  Class) — 340 0 0

The conditions in respect of housing so far
the chief warders and non-commissioned offi-
cers are concerned may not be on all fours
with those for warders and constables, but
the comparison as betwecn overtime for
policemen and holiday pay for warders and
in respect of the two schemes of super-
annuation is sound. 1 have the figures
relating to the salaries paid to sub-inspectors
and superintendents of prisons, but I feel
that I have indicated sufficient to the Com-
mittee to show that this disparity in salaries
should not eontinue. It has existed for many
years at the expense of the prison warders,
who, not only in Brisbane but also through-
out the State are providing a very important
service, and I should like the Government to
give their support to the contention that the
disparity should not be so great. I have
previously stated that the matter is pri-
marily one for the industrial court, but the
Government could assist through their repre-
sentative when he appears before the court
to answer the claim by the prison warders.

I had proposed to draw attention to
this matter last year, but, unfortunately, 1
did not get the opportunity. 1. trust that
my effort on this occasion to draw attention
to what I believe to be inadequate pay-
ments to the warders of our prisons for the
service they are rendering, and to the dis-
parity between their salaries and the salaries
paid to the officers of police will meet with
some success, and that the Government will
decide that the present disparity is not
justified and that there is room for some
idmprovement in the present salaries of war-

ers.

Although the prisoncrs may be considered
the outcasts of society they are human
beings, and 1 am satisfied that the treat-

[Mr. Garr.
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ment meted out to them by the present
CGovernment is in keeping with their humane
policy. The confinees ot our prison system
are heing decently treated by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [5.58 p.m.]: After
listening to the speech of the hon. member
for South Brisbane one will be forgiven
for assuming that there must be a ldrge
institution in his electorate where a num-
ber of warders are emploved. For two and
a-half vears his Governmeni have had an
opportunity to remedy the disparity in the
salarics referred to, but no effort has been
made in that direction. The prison warders
hiave now been told that they can approach
the court for a rectification of their griev-
ances. It is well known that the warders
have very onerous and arduous duties to
perform, but for two and a-half years—
during a period of comparatively high prices
for wool. during which the financial posi-
tion of tho State improved very materially
—the Covernment have made no effort ab
all to improve their condition. Now, right
on the ove of an election, we have the
speech from the hon. member for South
iSrisbane urging that higher wages be paid
to these public servants. { have always
believed that the warders should receive
very good pay. They have difficult duties
to perform, but they perform them with
credit to themselves and to the State. Many
{irst offenders are placed under their care,
and upon their treatment of them depends
whether these people will emerge from the
privon capable of resuming their position
in society.  Of course, hardened criminals
also mecarcerated and placed under their
¥or these reasons I believe the
are deserving of the very best

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [T pm.]|:
This vote shows an appropriation of £109.
for the Comptroller-General of Prisons. [
understand that amount is paid to the Under
Secretary of this department, Mr. Gall, who
acts as Comptroller-General. During the
present financial year Mr. Gall will retire.
Naturally, he will rclinguish the post of
Comptroller-General of Prisons. It will then
be necessary for the Home Secretary to con-
sider the appointment of a successor. Hu
will have to decide whether he will continue
the present practice of making the Under
Secrctary Comptroller-General of Prigons
or whether he will revert to the old system
that operated prior to 1928. A great deal
will depend on that decision. I person-
ally believe that the position of Under Secre-
tary and Comptroller-General of Prisons
should be dissociated. When Mr. Gall was
first appointed to this office he had no
cxperience of prison administration, but
was fortunate to secure in Sydney the services
of Mr. Whitney, who was appointed Chief
Warder of Brisbane Gaol. It will be readily
acknowledged that Mr. Whitney has proved
himseclf to be a very efficient officer. He
has veintroduced that old discipline which
should prevail in a prison service. At the
present time Mr. Whitney is superintendent
of the Brisbane Prison. 1 believe—not for
the sake of the miserable £100 that is paid
now to the Under Secretary as Comptroller-
(+eneral of Prisons and that might thereby
be saved but for the sake of the better
administration of the prison service—that the
time has arrived for the separation of these
twe offices.
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It is interesting to note that this is one
of the sections of the public service in which
the Public Service Commissioner has dele-
gated the powers vested in him as head of
the public service. The delegation of those
powers by the Public Service Commissioner
to Mr. Gall, as Under Secretary, Home Sec-
retary’s Department, has not been in the
best interests of the officers of the prison
service. 1 am not criticising the action of
Mr. Story in this matter. I know that at
the time he believed he was acting for the
best. Subsequently, when the Under Secre-
tary was made Comptroller-General of
Prisons, the system—if it ever did have any
merit—ceased to have any. We are told
that in the days of the Roman invasion all
Gaul was divided into three parts. Simi-
larly here, we have all Gall acting as
Comptroller-General of Prisons, all Gall
acting as Under Secretary of the Home
Departizent, and all Gall acting as
the officer vested with the powers of the
Public Service Commissioner. In every other
section of the public service an officer who
infringes the regulations is dealt with by
his Under Secretary. He then has the right
of appeal to the Public Service Commis-
sioner, and if the decision of the Public
Service Commissioner is not satisfactory to
him then he can appeal to the Public Service
Appeal Board which hears his case and
makes & recommendation to the Public Ser-
vice Cominissioner. In this particular matter
we have this anomaly: Mr. Gall, as Comp-
troller-General of Prisous, may have an
officer of the department on the mat on
account of some infringement of the regula-
tions. Mr. Gall, as Comptroller-General of
Prisons, suspends and deals with that officer.
That officer can exercise his right of appeal
to which every public servant is entitled,
and in which this Government believe.
‘When Le does appeal, Mr. (Gall, the Under
Becretary. takes himself to one side and con-
siders what he should do with the finding
of Mr. Gall as Comptroller-General of
Prisons.

Mr. TozER:
Secretary,

Mr. W. J. COPLEY : The Home Secretary
is a man big enough to rectify a wrong if a
wrong exists. The Home Secretary is not
a mnarrow-minded, pettifogging little indi-
vidual who 1is prepared to sit down and
Micawber-like accept everything that has
gone before, and this is the occasion, when
Mr. Gall retires, whire an anomaly can be
rectified. That is the reason I am raising
the question at this stage. It is not a slight
on the Comptroller-General of Prisons as
suggested by the hon. member for Gympie,
althongh I know that as a member of the
Redistribution Commission Mr. Gall did
materially assist the hon. member and prob-
ably one of the results of his redistribution
of electorates was the return of the hon.
member for Gymple to Parliament. That is
probably the reason why the hon. member
for Gympie talks as he does.

Mpr. Tozgr: Mr. Hanson, I rise to a point
of order. I object to the assertion made by
the hon. member for Bulimba. I had nothing
whatever to do with the Redistribution Com-
mission, two of whose members I did not
known at all. Most certainly I knew Mr.
Gall, because T followed him at school. I
érd not speak to Mr. Gall on the subject
and to say that I am only in Parliament

This is a slight on the Home
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because Mr. Gall used his influence is tanta-
mount to a wrong assertion.

The CHAIRMAN : I ask the hon. member
for Bulimba to accept the denial of the hon.
member for Gympie.

Mr., W. J. COPLEY : I accept the denial
of the hon. member for Gympie that he
influenced the commission in its findings,
but in accordance with my rights as a mem-
ber of this Parliament I am justified in
expressing the belief that the redistribution
of electorates favoured the hon. member for
Gympie.

I wanted to say, before I was rudely Inter-
rupted in this matter, that I did not wish
to cast a slight upon the Home Secretary;
no slight is intended except in the mind
of the hon. member for Gympie. Nor am I
endeavouring to cast a slight on the Comp-
troller-General of Prisons, but I believe that
if any slight has been thrown on the position
of Comptroller-General of Prisons as 1t exists
at the present time, Mr. Gall has caused it

himself. For a number of years after he
was appointed Comptroller-General, Mr.
Gall, when he left Brisbane, appointed a

clerk in his office on £360 per annum as
acting Comptroller-General during his ab-
sence. At the time I was president of the
State Service Union, and I drew the atten-
tion of the union to the matter. I observed
that the man who did that did it for one
of two reasons; either that he had no
appreciation of the importance of the job of
Comptroller-General of Prisons and did not
regard it as an important office, or that he
was just a chronic “nark” keeping out some
senior officer, either the Assistant Under
Secretary or the superintendent of the gaol.
I only raise this matter because the hon.
member for Gympie endeavours to be smart
about a slight upon the Home Secretary.
Following those objections, Mr. Gall began
to take other action, Even within the past
twelve months or so Mr. Gall on one occasion
left Brisbane for a considerable period with-
out appointing anyone to act as Comp-
troller-General of Prisons. The Assistant
Under Secretary, following certain protests,
does act when the Comptroller-General i3
away and is appointed Acting Comptroller-
General, which T believe makes for the better
administration of the Priscns Department.

The principal matter with which I wish to
deal in connection with the Prisons Depart-
ment is the question of the right of appeal,
and I hope that when the Home Secretary is
considering this matter, following the retire-
reent of the Comptroller-General, he will at
least give consideration to the anomaly which
at the present time exists—that he will see
that the officer who inflicts penalties 1s not
the officer to whom an appeal is made in
connection with those penalties. for that is
subversive of all principles of justice for
which the appeal system was created.
believe that if the anomaly is rectified it will
tend towards harmony and more general
satisfaction amongst the members of the
prison service.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) (7.12 p.m.]:
I am astonished at the speech made by the
hon. member for Bulimba, and I believe that,
irrespective of the political opinions that
the Home Secrctary and I may have, the
hon. gentleman in charge of this depart-
ment will not permit one of his principal
officers to be attacked in the manner in which

Mr. Mazxwell.)
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he has been attarked by the hon. member
for Bulimba.

Mr. W. J. Cortey: When did I
him? In what way did I attack him?

Mr. MAXWELL: I will make my speech
in my own way. The hou. member for
Bulimba said that Mr. Gall was divided
into three parts. The inference to be drawn
from the hon. member’s remarks was that
Mr. Gall was a man who could only do
things in a certain manner. He said that
Myr. CGall would first of all suspend a
man-——

Mr. W. J. Correy: That is right.

Mr. MAXWELL: That he would then
inflict punwhment and when the man exer-
cised his right of appeal Mr. Gall would
consider it.

Mr. W. J. Coprey: That is the position.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member for
Bulimba then said that the Home Sceretary
is not a narrow-minded pettifogging indi-
vidual. What does he mean by that? I
consider that is a contemptible statement
to make. XNobody ever attributed any of
those characteristics to any gentleman who
occupied that position. It is a malicious
statement to make. Let me draw the atten-
tion of the Committee to this position.

Mr. W. J. CorLeEY: Let me attribute that
to you.

AMr. MAXWELL: Let me draw the
attention of the Committee to thiz position:
a Nationalist or Country Party member has
not always occupied the positon of Home

attack

Sec_retary, whilst Mr. Gall has been in that
position.

Mr. W. J. Coprey: Onlr one Tory Home
Secretary was in office since Mr. Gall had
control.

Mr. MAXWELL: The hon. member had
his say.

Mr. W. J. Coprevy: If the hon. member

only had the intelligence to understand it——
The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL: If I had the intelii-
gence of the hon. member I would be like
thcdostrich—l would put my bead in the
sand.

Mr. W. J. CorLEY interjected.
The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber for Bulimba must observe my call to

order. He has had his opportunity to speak,
and he will have a further opportunity later
on.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not desire to get
into holts with the hon. member. I am
attempting to refute certain statements that
have been made by him. It is not only
Nationalist hon. members who have occu-
pied the position of Home Secretary whilst
Mr. Gall has been Under Secretary to the
Home Department. Mr. McCormack, the
cx-Premier, the present Secretary for Mirnes,
and now the present Home Secretary have
occupied that position. Hon. members on
this side of the Committee do noi go about
with wool

in their ecars. We heard what
Labour was going to do with Mr. Gall as
soon as a Labour Minister was in charge

of that departiment, That
talk throughout the city.
get a2 man of our own in power, so 500D

“1]1 Mr. Gall be kicked out of office.”
The Home SEcrReTaRY : Rubbish!

[Mr. Maxwell.
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Mr. MAXWELL: That was said. Now
we find the attack upon Mr. Gall rencwed.
Mr. Gall must have been & faithful and
honourable public servant to have carried
out his work to the satisfaction of Mr.
MecCormack, the Secretary for Mines, and
the present Home Secretary. ‘The present
Home Secretary has been in charge of the
Home Department for practically two and
a-half years, and he is familiar with the
work done by his officers. Would he allow
an officer to dictate to him and carry on
in a high-handed manner? I do not object
t0 an hon. member saying, “1I object to
a man being given two positions’”; but
when he takes up the attitude adopted by
the hon. member for Bulimba, and attempts
to besmirch the character of an individual
who has been a faithful and honourable
public servant in this State it is time he
was checked. 1 speak with the experience
of a local authority man during the time
the late Mr. W. H. Ryder was Under Secre-
tary and Mr. Gall was also in that depart-
ment. One characteristic of Mr. Gall was
that you did not always get what you
wanted. He always watched the interests
of the State, and was a faithful and honour-
able public servant, and it is regrettable
that when he has 1eached the eventide of
his public service he is attacked in this man-
ner. The hon. member for Bulimba tells
us he does not attack Mr, Gall. He did so
by accusing Mr. Gall of rigging the redistri-
bution of seats in order to euable the kon.
member for Gympie to occupy a seat in this
Chamber. I have heard hon. members on
this side of the Chamber sav they were
badly treated in that redistribution, but they
did not cast any reflection on Mr. Gall.
That commission worked under an Act, and
I belicve that its members carried out their
duties honourably and faitkfully. It is
regrettable that an attempt should be made
to besmirch the character of a faithiul pub-
lic servant who is nearing the cnd of his
terni.

Mr. Forey: Who threw any dirt?

Mr. MAXWELL: You musi have had
vour ears closed.
Mr. Forry: Rubbish!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MAXWELL:
bish, but I do not.

The CHAIRMAN :

. Me, MAXWELL:
et

You may deal in ruvb-

Order!

That is how hon. mem-
on the other side always deal with a
case,  As the Leader of the Opposition said
this afternoon, they make statements that
have a certain amount of truth in them.
but it is the construetion that is put upon
them that is important. When they are
reminded of their attitude they say, ** You
have an cvil mind. We never meant it.”’
It may not be meant, but it is said. I, for
one. Mr. Hanson, ]\no“mw this man as a
public officer, as I do a numbm of others,
and having had experience of him and
krowing the good service he has given to
the State, do not feel disposed to allow
the least stigma to be placed on his character.
T take this opportunity of challenging the
statement inade by the hon, member for
Bulimba.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [7.19 p.m.]:
When the hon. member interjected I endea-
voured to explain to him and he shou]d
understand that I was referring to the posi-
tion of Comptroller-General of Prisons.
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can only explain, God alone can give him
the intelligence to understand. If he could
not understand the explanation given then
I do not wonder that certain members on
the opposite side of the Committee are to be
retired at the next election. The explanation
given was very clear—

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: The vote under dis-
cussion concerns the Comptroller-General
of Prisons. The hon. member who has just
resumed his seat went back to the time when
Mr. McCormack was Home Secretary, If
the hon. member had enough intelligence to
understand, he would know that Mr. Gall
was not Comptroller of Prisons when Mr.
McCormack was Home Sccretary, nor at
any time before. He was Comptroller-
General only for a very short period during
the term when the present Secretary for
Mines occupled the office of Home Secretary.
It was during that time and following on an
investigation instituted by the present Secre-
tary for Mines that Mr. Whitney, now
superintendent of Boggo Road Gaol, was
brought from Sydney as chief warder. Any
remark T have made with regard to Mr. Gall
I will reiterate at any time. The hon.
member for Toowong should understand the
position, with his long experience of Parlia-
ment.

My, TOZER (Gympie) [1.21 p.m.]: In this
vote T notice that there is an increase of
£1,025. but that is not very large and pre-
sumably represents automatic increases. 1
should like to say a few words in conncction
with the Comptroller-General of Prisons. He
is a very old servant of the department. I
think his service extends back to the eighties.
ITe was then in the office of the Home Secre-
tary, has risen to his present position, and
has now arrived at that age when presum-
ably he will be retired in a very short time.
The hon. member for Bulimba most certainly
made certain statements and certain insinua-
tions in connection with Mr, Gall. He said
that that was not an attack. If that were
not an attack then I should like to kunow
what is an attack, unless, of course, the hon.
member only regards an actual physical
asspult as an attack. 1 am quite willing to
accept the statement which will appear in
“ Hansard ” to-motrrow. After perusing it the
reader will be able to arrive at only one con-
cluston—that it was an attack on the Comp-
troller-General of Prisons. It was an asser-
tion that he was holding different positions:
that he could call a man to order, suspend
him, deal with him, practically without any
appeal from his decision. I certainly did
interject, because it appeared to me that,
wore the Under Secretary of the Home
Departwent a man like that, naturally the
Minister in charge of that department must
know it and must take it as a deliberate
slight on himself. If the Home Secretary
knows of these things and allows them to
proceed, and knows the statements are true,
then most certainly he is doing wrong. If
he does not know. well. it shows that he
is not aware of what is going on in his
department. I interjected, but that did not
warrant the hon. member for Bulimba mak-
ing the assertion that if it had not been for
the redistribution of seats influenced by the
Under Sceretary I would not be here.

The CHATRMAN : Order! The statement
made by the hon. member for Bulimba has
been replied to by the hon. member for
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Toowong, and now that the incident is closed
1 trust that it will not be re-opened.

Mr. TOZER: I am quite willing that it
shosdd remain closed. I regret that these

reeriminations take place. I have mo desire
to spesk further in connection with thas
matter other than to say that so far as my
experience over a long period of years gocs
1 have always found Mr. Gall a very capable
officer.  He has carried out his duties
impartially, without fear or favour from
either side.

Mr. RUSSELL (Humiiton) [1.24 p.m.]: We
have listened to-day to a good deal of
adulation of many of our public officers, but
when it comes to the Comptroller-General of
Prisons, who is shortly to retire from the
service, quite a different story is told. 1
have to admit that in our public service
we have men of a very high calibre, but we
expect them to do their duty, and I think
thev ave all doing their duty according to
their lights. We must be fair and, on the
retirement of this officer who occupies &
very important post, we should at any rate
express our sense of gratitude for the very
valuable service he has rendered over a very
lonz period. He has served under successive
Ministers, and if, as the hon. member for
Bulimba alleges, that he was a chronic
“mnark,” surelr to goodness the present
Minister would have found that out long
ago and would have rectified the anomaly!
The mere fact that Mr. Gall has been
spoken highly of by every Home Secretary
must put the hon. member for Bulimba to
shame. Thes were quite uncalled for. Mr.
Gall. by long association with the public
service, has risen to one of the most import
ant posts in this State. Ie has shown a
man can, by perseverance and close atten-
tion to his duty, rise to the topmost rung ot
the ladder. Mr. Gall is a man who is
highl® respected by every section of the com-
munity, and I think the present Home Secre-
tary will agree with me that in losing Mr.
Gall he is losing a very valuable servant.
Of course, the time has come when he must
retire according to the regulations, and
while we arc sorry to part with him still
he must bow to the inevitable and make way
for another man. If certain anomalies have
becn allowed to continue, Mr. Gall is not at
fault and the blame must be attachable to
his superior officer, the Home Secretary him-
self, if anv blame is attributable to any-
hody. After listening all dar long to the
fulsome fattery of many of our officers it
is our duty to place on tecord our high
appreciation of the very valuable services
rendered bv Mr. Gall to this State, and
trust that the remainder of his life will be
pleasant and happy.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, Ithara) [7.28 p.m.]: I cannot under-
stand why there should be so much concern
about what the hon. member for Bulimba
has said. Tt is quite competent for any hon.
member to express the opirion that it is not
desirable for an officer of a department to
hold a dual position. I did not see anything
personal in what the hon. member for
Bulimba said. He has . always held the
opinion, and has frequently expressed it to
me. that it was not right that the permanent
head of the Home Department should also
act in the capacity of one of his staff—in
the capacity of the Comptroller-General of
Prisons. Cther members of Parliament also

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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hold that opinion. All that I can say is
that during my period at the Home Office
1 have to thank Mr. Gall for the very com-
petent manner in which he has performed
his duties, I found him extremely careful
in his desire to be fair and just to every-
body in the department. The hon. member
for Bulimba holds the opinion that the
Comptroller-General of Prisons should be
someone other than the Under Secretary,
that the Under Secretary should exercise
a control over another person acting as
Comptroller-General of Prisons, as the posi-
tion once was. Prior to Mr. Gall’s taking
over the Comptroller-Generalship the super-
intendent of prisons was the Comptroller,
but as this man did not enjoy the best of
health at the time he was not in a position
to carry out the duties and they were handed
over to Mr. Gall. T must pay Mr. Gall the
tribute that whilst I have been in that office
he has endeavoured with the utmost care to
be just and fair in his treatment. both of the
prisoners and the staff. Whether a man
makes a mistake or not in his official posi-
tion in another matter. I suppose every man
makes some mistakes in his official position,
but in the case of Mr. Gall it has not been
done wilfully. The hon. member for Bulimba
can rest as-ured that the matter raised by
him will be considered by the Government
when the time for the readjustment of the
staff arrives.

ITtem (Prisons) agreed to.

STATE CHILDREN.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. 3L
Henlon, Ithaeqa) [7.3C p.m.}: I move—

“ That £200.046 be granted for * State
Children.” ”

It will be noticed that the vote is reduced
by £3,604. I do not want hon. members to
think that the allowance to State children
kas been in any way reduced. The position
s that the nunber of State children on our
books on the 31lst December, 1932, was 7.929,
while the number on our books on 3lst
December, 1933, was 7.506, or a decrease of
423. The admissions for the vear ircreased
by 264. That is a very easy feature of the
work of this sub-department; but the num-
ber of people applyving for aid for their
ckildren has fallen off markedly during the
last twelve months. 1 asked the Director of
State Children for his opinion as to the
reasons for the falline off in the number.
He furnished me with the following rea-
g0Ns 1 —

1. Husbands who have deserted have
returned Lome in order to get extra
worls instead of roaming round on single
men’s relief,

2. For the same reason those who in
other years would have deserted now
remain at home In order to get extra
work.

4. Parents have discovered that their
children are an asset, enabling the father
to get extra work, and numbers of them,
rather than leave their children on the
State, now clamour to have them handed
back to them.

4, The births of eox-nuptial children
have fallen from 1,100 or 1,200 per annum
to between 600 and 700. This lessens
the number coming into the hands of
the State.

[Hon. E. 3. Hanlon.
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All these illegimate children would not
previously have been kept by the State Chil-
dren Department. In mauy cases the fathers
would have been supporting them, but quite
a number of illegitimate children do fall on
the State Children Department. Those are
the reasons why the number has decreased.

The Townsville Orphanage has ceased to
function as an orphanage. The number of
children in that institution had decreased
to such an extent that 1t was decided to
close the institution as an orphanage. That
fact was well known in the North. The
orphanage has now been converted into a
receiving depét, similar to the institution at
Rockhampton. 1t is staffed by two nurses,
and State children are kept here until they
are boarded out or sent to other institutions.
The necessity for that orphanage has dis-
appeared.

It is interesting, in connection with the
decrease in the number of applications for
allowances to State children, to note that
the number of children boarded out with
their parents or relatives in the year 1932
was 5.869. The bulk of them were boarded
with their mothers. For the year 1933 the
number fell to 5,497, a decrease of 372. That
means that the fathers of these children have
feund other means of providing a livelihood
for these children instead of receiving the
State allowance. That is satisfactory, and
hen. members will join with me in expressing
the hope that this improvement will con-
tinue, and that there will be less necessity
for the department to take over the over-
sight and fecding of these children.

During the year 360 juveniles were brought
hefore the Children’s Court, or a decrease
cf seventy compared with the number in the
previeus year. That is satisfactory. because
1t suggests that fewer juveniles are getting
into mischief and coming before th: courts
than in the past.

There is a slight increase in the appropria-
tron for salaries. Although the number of
employees has decreased, provisien for the
automatic increases of the remainirg officers
makes the vote slightly higher than last
vear,

Item agrecd to.

STEAMER ‘‘ OTTER.”
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. 1. M.
Hanlon, Ithaea) [7.35 p.m.]: I move—
““ That £4,049 be granted for * Steamer
113 ()ttel‘.') 299

The vote shows an increase of £52, due te
the usual increases in salaries.

Item agreed to.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, Ithace) [1.36 p.m.]: I move—

“ That £31,150 be granted for ° Mis-
cellaneous Services.” ”

The inerease for fire brigades accounts for
approximately £1,000, whilst the item ** Rail-
way Fares and Freights, Printing, ete.,”
shows a reduction of £250. An increase of
£200 appears under the heading ** Incidental
and Miscellaneous Expenses,” whilst £2,500
is provided for the polls under the ILiquor
Act that are due to take place next year.

Item agreed to.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
tHon. H. A. Bruce, 7The Tableland) [1.37
p.m.]: I move—

¢ That £20,423 be granted for ¢ Depart:
ment of Public Works—Chief Office.”

It will be noted that the total amount pro-
posed to be a.pproprlated for the financial
vear 1934.35 is greater by £2,325 than the
corresponding amount appropriated during
the financial year 1933-34. The increase of
£1.415 in salaries is due partly to salary
increases and the appointment of extra staff.
A number of additional clerical officers and
clerk-typists have bheen found necessary
because of the acceleration of the 1argel
works programme. An additional Assistant
Elestrical Engincer is also provided for.

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [7.38 p.m.]:
At the outset 1 desire to congratulate Mr.
Colledge on his appointment as Under Secre-
tary of the department. Mr. Colledge has
worked himself up from the lowest rung
of the ladder and his promotion to the blue
riband of this department is well merited.
For three years it was my privilege to work
with Mr. Colledge so that I have some
kuowledge of his capablhty and conscientious-
ness, I am sure he will give every satisfac-
tion in his new position.

The good work done by Mr. Leven, the
Cliief Architect and Quantity Surveyor, must
not be overlooked. That officer has had the
responsibility of preparing plans and speci-
fications for many important undertakings
on hehalf of the Government, and I think
that the excellence of his services would be
move appropriately recognised if he were

1lled Government Architect,
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I have had the privilege of reading the
interesting report of the Departmen‘r of
Public Works and I am pleased to note that
the system inaugurated by the Moore Go-
vernment of erecting additional residences for
school teachers is bemg continued. As the
report states—

“ Twenty-two such residences were com-
pleted during the year just concluded.
and approval was given to the expendi-
ture for four more residences which had
not been completed at the close of the
vear under review. The erection of these
residences, as was stressed in the last
annual rcport lessens the rent allowance
pavable to head teachers and which would
otherwise be a governmental expense.
and also provides means of better imme-
diate local supervision of school proper-
ties.”

A tribate must also be paid to the excel-
lence of the work of improvements to State
scheol grounds carvied out by means of inter-
mittent relief labour under the supervision of
the department. As is stressed in the report.
many sites have been literally transformed
from ugly arcas to grounds of utility and
beauty, and thus a much more useful,
healthy, and interesting environment has
been ]110\1ded for scholars.

I desire to refer to what I may term the
peculiar metheds of Labour in dealing with
the expenditure on buildings. I will quote
figures to illustrate how the percentage of
ﬂpproprlatlon from loan moneys has been
increased. It is unwise to have buildings
with short lives erected out of loan moneys.
I consider they should be erected out of
revenue, because otherwise they would not
be in existence when the money became re-
payable. The following table illustrates the
expenditure from loan money and revenue
from 1913 to the present time:—

Period. Government. Revenue. Loan Money. ﬁgﬁﬁe}}gﬁ'f

) . £ £ | Der Cent.
1912-13 to 1914-15 inclusive Liberal 525,626 193,870 27
1915-16 to 1928-29 inclusive Labour 1,476,006 2,475,645 627
1929-30 to 1931-32 Couniry 246,507 387,823 612

National

1932-33 Labour 54,667 238,239 814
1933-34 Labour 54,426 355,397 86'7
1934 35 (estimated) Labour | 65,900 512,220 886

The moneys expended from loan rose from
27 per cent. in 1912-13 to 88.6 per cent. in
1934-35. Those {igures represent an alarming
increase. and I do not think it is a wise
policy in connection with public building
activities in our State.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would point
out to the hon. member that the appropria-
tion under discussion is the vote from Con-
solidated Revenue for the Chief Office of
the department for 1934-35, and that does
not justify a general discussion on the appro-
priation from loan funds.

Mr. R. M. KING: I am {following the
course pursued in previous years; but if that
is vour ruling I shall not pursue the matter.

The CHAIRMAN : T do not mind the hon.
member’s quoting figures for purposes of

1834—21

comparison, but I do not think I should

allow a gencral discussion.

Mr. R. M. KING: I desire to discuss the
policy, too. I say that it is a wrong policy.
It affects the Budﬁet to the extent that it
creates a ﬁntltlom improvement in the
budgetary position, and it creates unpro-
ductive debt to an unjustifiable extent. It s
distinctly against the arrangement made with
the Loan Council in 1932, The resolution
of the Loan Council in April, 1932—the last
in the time of the Moore Government—pro-
vided that certain loan moneys should be
used for the undertaking of such public and
private work of a permanent and reproduc-
tive character as would provide employment
and increase the national wealth, and should
be spent only on the recommendation of an

Mr. R. M. King.]



994 Supply.

independent honorary body, the State Em-
ployment Council. On the assumption of
office of the present Government the Bureau
of Industry took the place of the State
Employment Council, but the principle of
spending loan moneys on works of a per-
manent and reproductive nature was affirmed
at the first Loan Council meeting after the
present Government took office, that is, in
July, 1932. If we go back and look at the
Budget Speech of 1933 we find that the
State Employment Council—a body appointed
by the Moore Government and the Federal
(rovernment—made certain recommendations

for the allocation of those loan moneys. The
following allocations were approved :—
EY
Ringbarking, scrubfalling, etec. 190,000
Construction of pioneer and develop-
mental roads .. 74,000
Development road works 200,000
Prospecting for minerals ... 28,800
Mount Morgan, Limited, develop-
mental work ... ... 15,000
Cloncurry Copper, Limited—Investi-
gating Murdoch process of treat-
ing oxidised ores .. 3,000
Coke ovens, Bowen ... 30,000
Provision additional wheat storage 31,000
Cotton production—assistance to
necessitous farmers, Upper Bur-
nett, Callide, and other areas 40,000
Smalt Farm Settlement—
Nerang Areas ... 10,500
North Coast Arcas . 5,000
Establishment of Farm Boys’ School,
St Lucia . . 2,000
Aireraft landing grounds 12,200
Total amount allotted ... 541,500
Balance available for alloeation ... 1,500
Total .. £643,000

In these figures one see: a high percentage
of work paid for out of loan money that was
reproductive, but in the casc of wooden
buildings probably the structures will be
obsolete before the loan is repayable.

Mr. W. T. Kixg: How much did your
Government spend out of revenue during
vour three years of office?

~ Mr. R. M. KINCG: Priov to Lahour com-
ing into power 27 per cent., and during the
fifteen years of Labour regime the percent-
age increased to 62.7 per cent.

Mr. W. T. Kixeg: That is from loan; I
am talking of revenue,

Mr. R. M. XING: We are speaking in
percentages, and 27 per cent. from 100 per
cent. leaves 73 per cent. It is extremely
unfair to leave this debt to be paid out of
loan money as a burden on posterity. We
are creating a position which will become
unbearable to posterity; they will curse their
forebears for having left such a legacy of
debt behind. V

Mr. W. T. Xixg: So will the present if we
do not nourish them.

Mr. R. M. KING : The hon. mwember knows
what the Public Debt was fifteen years ago,
and how Labour Governments have spent
money during the last two years. Labour
can be likened to the farmer who obtains
a loan of £1,000. He buys land and erects
a comfortable dwelling at a cost of £800,
and expends £200 in development. All he
is concerned about is the luxury he has for

[Mr. R. M. King.
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the time being, his policy being, ¢ Let the
future look after itself.”” That 1s the policy
of the Labour Party—to make the going
easy, to go while the going is good, and
let posterity look after itself. Hon. mem-
bers opposite always take credit to them-
selves for the large amount expended by
Labour GGovernments upon housing schemes.
Thev have pointed out that the Labour Go-
vernment have always provided houses for
the people.

The CHATRMAN: Owrder! The avppro
priation for the State Advances Corporation
is contained in Trust and Special Funds,
and cannot be discussed on this vote.

Mr. R. M. KING: The limited time at
our disposal will not allow us to reach the
Trust and Special Funds. However, Mr.
Hanson, I have no desire to transgress
vour ruling. I should like to point out that
1t is a wrong policy to continus to borrow
for the construction of buildings or for
expenditure on works that are not repvo-
ductive. It is a distinct violation of .the
terms preseribed by the Loan Council, it
creates a false budgetary position, and it
deceives as to the true position of affairs.

Mr. WATERS (Wcdlvin  Grove) [7.56
p.m.}: The hon. member for Logan is
obviously sore because the Labour Govern-
ment have been able to obtain loan funds
to carry out a policy of providing this State
with permanent structures and assets that
will be of lasting and beneficial effect from
every point of view. It is a fact that the
splendid record of the Government has
orabled them to obtain an adequate =apply
of loan funds, but hon. members opposite
were not successful in inducing the Loan
Council to grant them the necessavy funds
to prosecute a public works programme.

Mr. Epwarps : It is a good job the Moore
Government were in power, otherwise you
would not be able to make a speech.

Mr. WATERS: That fact does provide
us with material, for they got a chance after
fifteen years in the political wilderness, and
during = their three ycars of office they
demonstrated their hopeless incapacity to
govern, their barrenness of intellectual
capacity, and their bankruptey of poliey.
They were unable to cbtain a further man-
date from the people, partly because they
did not prosccute a public works poiicy.

T desire to compliment the present Binis-
ter upon his competent maunagement of the
Department of Public Works. There is
no doubt that he has pursued a very inten-
sive and progressive policy of building a
serics of structures throughout the State
that will be of permanent benefit to the
people. It is all very well for the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to say that these
projects are not of a reproductive mnature,
but if that is not a form of repreductive
employment I want to know what is. The
public buildings that ave being constructed
round this ecity, particularly the school
buildings, are a monument to the policy of
the Department of Public Works, and 1 pay
a tribute to the employees—f{rom the highest
to the lowest—who have been associated with
their construction. There are a couple of
school buildings under way in my own elec-
torate. One building which has been com-
pleted in the adjoining electorate, the New-
market State School, is a credit to our
policy, a credit to the men associated with
it, and a credit to the supervision that has
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been excreised over that job. The same
applies to other jobs that are under con-
struetion. I Believe that during the build-
ing programme that the present Minister
has inaugurated the day labour policy has

justified itself to the greatest possible
degree. No protest has followed from the
Opposition. They realise that they have no

major case against it: that despite all thev
may say against it, this policy of day labour
has justified itself. That can easily be
checked up by viewing the excellent struc-
tures that have been erected and the splen-
did workmanship that has been executed by
that form of labour.

I am pleased to observe on the first page
of the report that the Government have ap-
propriated further moneys for the construc-
tion of various public buildings throughout
the State. I hope that they will pursue that
policy. It is in a period of depression that
an intensive public works programme is more
keenly appreciated. Some ecconomists have
advanced the theory that Governments should
wait until a depression period before embark-
ing on a vigorous public works policy.
Whilst not subscribing altogether to that
view, I hold that the present juncture is an
admirable time to carry out these works.
The Government, by reason of their policy,
are earning the support of everyone outside,
They are earning the support of the workers
and also the support of the business com-
munity, who already are feeling the effects
of the Government’s policy. Despite all that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition may
say about the violation of the sanctity of
agreements, the fact remains that it is to a
public  works policy that Governments
throughout the world are looking to relieve
the position in which civilisation finds itself.

I congratulate the officials of the Works
Department upon the verv excellent service
they are rendering to the State. I hope the
Minister will be able to carry on his good
work during the coming vear.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [8.3 p.m.]:
With the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I
join in congratulating Mr. Colledge on the
very excellent way he supervised the record
loan programme provided for him by the
Government during the past year, There can
be no questioning the fact that a great deal
of extra work has been imposed on Mr.

Colledge and the officers associated with him’

in the management of the department. I
have mno doubt that these officers have
acquitted themselves very capably in carry-
ing out their part of the work.

T regret verv much indeed that the large
sum of £400.600 was appropriated last year
from loan funds for buildings.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will not be in order in discussing
an appropriation from the ZLoan Fund
Account. He will find this amount covered

bv another vote. I cannot see anvthing about
£400,600 in this vnte.

Mr. MAHER: I find it is dealt with in
the report of the department. The whole
work of the department is bound up in
expenditure of loan funds. It is with great
regret that I find we have not been able to
construct Government buildings such as court
houses, police stations, and State schools from
revenue. It would have been a credit to
the State if these buildings had been built
from revenue instead of loan funds. It is
regrettable to see so much loan money being
spent by the department in the erection of
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luxuricus Government buildings. That ex-
penditure will run into hundreds of thousands
of pounds.
Mre. W.
that?

Mr. MAHER: There is this much wrong
about it: The producing section of the
comnmunity now find it difficult to earn a
livelihood, a fact that is reflected in the
reduced taxable incomes in the past financial
syear. In such a period as this the Govern-
ment are proceeding on a spendthrift loan
policy and expending thousands of pounds
in the erection of luxurious Government
offices.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must point
out to the hon. member that there is no vote
under this heading for the construction of
new Government buildings. There is a vote
for repairs to Government buildings, but not
the construction of new buildings.

Mre. MAHER: Very good, Mr. Hanson,

shall accept your ruling, but I note with
some alarin that cighty-five additional em-
plorees have been engaged in this depart-
ment  since the 30th June, 1932, At an
average weckly wage of £4, the total weekly
wages bill for these employees would repre-
sent £340, which has to be met from revenue.
The revenue of the State is on the down
grade continuously, in sympathy with the
position of the people who are earning the
wealth of the State, and we have to be par-
ticularly careful in times like the present
to control expenditure of this kind. I notice
that in every instance the Government have
increased the number of employees. Despite
lower taxable receipts, the Government still
pursue a policy of increasing controllable
expenditure, and when the State is really in
an insolvent condition, depending largely
on loan moneys to keep going, it is regret-
table that heavy incfeases in the salaries bill
should have to be met by the taxpayers.

Mr. W. T. Kixe: It is giving employment
and will help in the long run.

Mr. MAHER: If the State was in the
position to meet the expenditure, such action
might be justified: but on the argument
of the hon. member for Maree we should
be justified at the present time in adding
anether eightv-five men to the departmental
list of cmplovees. That argument, how-
ever, will not hold water.

T note from the report that the sum of
£47.060 12s. 10d. was expended on improve-
ments to school grounds under the Tinter-
mittent relief scheme. the Department of
Public Works and the Department of Labour
and Industry co-operating in this matter.
Is this money provided from the loan funds
of the State or by the Department of Labour
and Industry from the Unemployment Relief
Fund, and is the expenditure supervised by
officers of the Department of Public Works?
The Minister might give some information
on those points.

The repairs being effected to State schools
afford a worthy way of expending public
money, for after sixty or seventy years’ ser-
vice many State schools are much in need
of repairs.

Reference is made in the report to the
Helidon quarry. Does the Minister intend
to continue operating it or is it to be offered
for sale®

Mr. GuEpgoN: Your Government sold it.

Mr. Maher.)

T. King: What is wrong with
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Mr. MAHER: The plant and quarry were
sold for a sum in excess of £4,000, but the
purchasers were wunable to complete the
transaction. I understand the quarry is
again under the control of the department,
and I should like to know the Government’s
intentions in the matter. The quarry repre-
sents one of the disastrous State enter-
prises commenced during the previous
Labour regime, the accumulated loss to the
State approximating £20,000. I should like
the Minister to give us some information on
this_section. In view of your ruling, Mr.
Chairman—that we are not entitled to dis-
cuss the activities of the department in the
expenditure of loan funds—I am consider-
ably cramped in dealing with the vote,
because practically the whole of the activi-
ties of the department are based on such
expenditure. If we are limited to the dis-
cussion of the administration of the depart-
ment only, there is very little to which I
can address myself. I think I am keeping
within the range of discussion by saying that
the money which is heing exponded by the
department is part of a programme agreed
upon at the Premiers’ Confercnce held on
5th July, 1932. when, to use the Premier’s own
word, the operations of the Premiers’ Plan
was “reviewed ” by him. The Premiers
agreed to a £15,000,000 recovery loan, and
this money was to be divided amongst the
States: and a condition laid down was that
the money was to be spent on permanent and
reproductive work. T think I am within my

rights in saving that the money that is
being  spent on  public buildings, State
schools, court houses, police stations. and

Government buildings in this State cannot
be regarded us permanent or reproductive
works.

Mr. W, 'T. Kine: Do the buildings rot?

Mr. MAHER: According to my point of
view, a building cannot be reproductive
unless it is leased and a rental is heing
received suflicient to cover interest on the
capital expended.

Mr. W. T, Kixg: You apparently do not
uriderstand what it means.

Mr. MAHER: I might be old-fashioned.
My ideas might be out of date in this
niodern era. My idea of reproductive works
1< that they must be works that will return
interest on the capital expended. Nobody
can convince me that the expenditure of
£500,000 a year on the construction of public
Iuildings 1s reproductive.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. MAHER: I regret that so much
money is being spent by this department
each year from loan funds on unproductive
works. I regret that, owing to your ruling,
Mr. Chairman, I cannot deal with the mat-
ter in the manner in which I desire.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [8.15 pam.]:
The hon. member for West Moreton said
that he waz cramped in dealing with this
vote; but I think most hon. members will
find plenty of scope for discussion on this
vote.

I desire to express my appreciation of the
work of the officers of the Works Depart-
ment in connection with a number of works
in the course of construction throughout my
electorate and in different parts of the State.

I should like the Minister to give mem-
bers some information as to the powers of
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the Machinery and Scaffolding Department
to ensure proper protection to the public in
regard to the condition of brakes on motor
cars and utility trucks. Quite a number of
accidents during the last twelve months have
been attributable to faulty brakes, and it
would be interesting to the public to know
if some control could be exercised by the
department in that regard.

The court house in Ipswich is an old stone
building which has been in existence since
Queensland was a colony; and T should be
glad if the Minister would cause repairs
and alterations to be made to that building;
in fact, it needs remodelling. Every judge
who presides at the court at Ipswich com-
plains about the acoustic properties of that
building, and alterations to meet modern
requirements would satisfy a long-felt »want.
The conditions under which the staff there
are required to work are not of the best,
and an improvement could be made. 1
would ask that the departmental officers be
instructed to investigate the matter with a
view to secing whether something cannot be
done. The office of the Labour Bureau is
another building which reguires some atten-
tion; repairs could be affected and an
alteration made in parcitions, and so on.
While the departmental officers were inves-
tigating these matters I would ask the
Minister to see whether some provision could
not be made for providing a shelter for those
unemployed men who attend at the burean
for the purpose of taking out their cards.
These men at present are exposed to the
elements, while standing in thelr queue and
at times are to be seen there even when
heavy rain is falling.

I desire to add my meed of praiss to the
architectural branch of the department. It
is doing exceptionally fine work of which an
example are the plans supplied for the build-
ing of the Ipswich Hospital. They are a
credit to the department and the officers
concerned.

It is during the debate on this vote that
controversy has arisen in the past on the
question of day labour and contract labour.
The last building constructed in Ipswich by
the department was the children’s ward as
the Hospital for the Insane, at Sandy
Gallop. It is a very fine building and
everyone who has inspected it recognises
the good job that was made of it by the
department. Moreover, there was a s:ving
of £375 on the estimated cost of the build-
ing.

An  OrposiTiON
called ?

Mr. GLEDSON : Tenders were not called.
The building was constructed under the
supervision of the Department of Public
Works, The saving of £375 on the osti-
mated cost would not have accrued hasl
tenders been called.

MEeMBER : Were tonders

A matter agitating the minds of many
persons in my electorate is the question when
a decision can be expected from the Klec-
tricity Board that was appointed to inquire
into the supply at Ipswich. The people are
much concerned inasmuch as they are pay-
ing at the rate of 8d. a unit for their current
and, in addition, the ratepayers have to meet
the bill for the street lighting amounting
to £4,600. I ask the Minister if he c¢an
give us any information as to when the
hoard is likely to make its determination.
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The Department of Public Works is also
to be commended for the excellent super-
vision of the work being carried out with
the assistance of the Department of Labour
and Industry, from relief funds, in providing
playgrounds for the children at certain
schools. When the schools were originally
erected physical culture and sport did not
occupy the important place it now takes
in the training of children. Consequently
schools were not built on sites providing the
necessary play grounds and sports grounds,
and thus the pupils had often to go some
distance from the school to obtain the
requisite space. The officers of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, in conjunction with
the officers of the Department of Labour
and Industry, are doing a very fine work in
converting these grounds, practically from
rocky hills, into level playgrounds for the
children, and T have to thank them for
their very valuable assistance, which will
be of material benefit to the Ipswich
scholars.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [8.24 pm.]: I also
want to congratulate Mr. Colledge on the
excellent manner in which he has conducted
this department. I feel that every oificer of,
the department is performing a very excel-
lent service; in facs, very little criticism
can be levelled at the department. I should
fike to know from the Premier w’nen wao
are to have an opportunity to discuss the
Estimates of the Department of Labour and
Industry and the Railway Department. The
Estimates of those departments are of very
vital concern to the country. We are
thoroughly in accord with the Estimates of
this department, and I suspect that the Go-
vernment are trying to sidestep hon. mem-
bers on this side by preventing our reaching
the Tstimates of the departments I have
specified.  'With the cxception of the Esti-
mates for the Treasury Department, all the
Fstimates that have Dbeen consulexed up to
date have received the unanimous approval
of hon. members, and I strongly protest
against the action of the Government in
endeavouring to sidetrack a discussion on
some of the more vital departments.

The hon. member for Kelvin Grove said
that the hon. mcember for Logan was sore
because the Moore Government were not
able to obtain loan funds to provide build-
ings and assets throughout the State. Can
these buildings that are being erected be
regarded as assets? In many cases they
are a liability to the State. It is true that
increased employment is being provided by
their construction, but the work will cease
when the loan money has been expended,
and there will be further unempioyment.
The loan po‘lcv of the Government is wrong.
The Moore Government were unable to
obtuin loan funds because the Labour Go-
vernment were in power in the Federal
Parliament and also because we were pass-
ing through a crisis, Had hon. members
oppoute been in power at thai time they
would not have been able to secure loan
money either. Their criticism of the Moore
Goveulmenr for their failure to obtain loan
funds is purely political humbug. I pro-
test against any hon. member levelling such
criticism at this party, For fifteen years
the Labour Party carried out an extrava-
gant policy of borrowing, yet, with a full
realisation” of the fact that the financial

s was more severe in this State by
reason of their extravagant borrowing
policy, they are prepared once more to
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launch out on these foolish lines. They
complain that we did not prosecute a pub-
lic works policy, It is true that the Moore
Government werc unable to prosecute a
public works policy, because loan funds were
not available.

Mr. Forey: The Moore Government
loaned the money to the other States.

Mr. NIMMO: The policy of the Moore
Government was followed by the Labour
Government immediately they were returned
to office. So soon as the loans matured
they were used for ordinary governmental
purposes. Hon. members should not forget
that the Loan Council refused to make any
further allocations whilst Governments had
certain funds in hand. If the Labour Go-
vernment had not squandered loan funds,
the money would have been available for
expenditure by the Moore Government

A GoverxyMENT MeMBER: You are in deep
water.

Mr. NIMMO: I am not in deep wuter.
I very definitely state that the Moore Go-
vernment had certain funds in hand, and
because of that fact the Loan Council would
not allocate any additional sum to this
State. The first new loan money available
to the Moore Government was made avail-
able just prior to the 1932 election, and from
then on loan money simply flowed into this
State.

The CHAIRMAN : Order !
intimated

I have alveady
that a discussion on the loan
pouicy of the Government will not be in
order at this stage. 1 ask the hon. mem-
ber to confine his remarks to the vote under
dl\(us~1on :

Mr. [2IMO: Thank vou, Mr.
I \')lllsue,d that line of discussion because the
hon. member for Ipswich referred to the
building of a court lLonze at Ipswich. That
would bo constructed out of lean mum_x and
as he was allowed 10 ]rmsuc that line of
argument I raturallv concluded I also would
be entitled to do so. A considerable amount
of the money expended by the departiuent is
furnished from loan funds. The rveport of the
department refers to the buildings which
have been erected from loan funds, and also
to the work which has been carried out by
the Main Roads Connnission. I understood
that in discussing the Chief Office vote we
could criticise those atters which appeared
in the annual report of the department, or
any of its sub-departments. Am I to con-
«lude from vour ruling that 1 am prevented
an this vote from dealing with work carriced
out by the Main Roads Commission?

The CITAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr. NIMMO: [ protest against the Bri--
hane Council not benw more closely
Ql\p(‘l\lﬁed in connection with the wires used
in conveving clectric energy to private houses.
Many of these instatlations werc carried out
vears ago, and atmospheric exposure has
caused fhe insulation on the wires to hecome

Hanson.

worn. Many are bare of insulation. I have
received several complaints in my district
and I ask the Minister to look inlo the
matter.

1 congratulate the Minister for not pursu-
ing a poh(w of day Iabom in constructing
CGovernment buildings in the country. Natur-
ally he is forced to adopt that policy in
the city, but we know the day-labour policy
is not hmnrr adopted in the country.

The SeCRETARY FOR PPUBLIC WORKS:
is not correct.

That

My, Nommo.]
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Mr., NIMMO: That is the reason why
many of the public works in the country have
been carried out at a reasonable cost. I
should like to sec more teachers’ residences
erected in connection with our outlying
schools.  The expenditure of that money
would be a very valuable investment to the
State. I understand that a charge is made
against every teacher for house rent, but it is
an advantage both to the department and
to the teachers that teachers’ residences
should be erected in close proximity to
scliools in the outlying districts.

I also congratulate the Minister on his
wdministration of the Gas Act. We heard
a creat deal of talk about the high price
charged for gas in the Brisbane area, but
after a full and complete investigation the
price fixed was practically the same as pre-
vicusly existed. The officers administering
the Acts deserve very great credit not only
for protecting the interests of the community
in this conncection but also because of the
quality of gas supplied. Because of that
high quality, little if any complaint is made
by the consumers.

I am sorry that our criticisms of the
operations of this department has been some-
what restricted. I hope that the Govern-
ment will do the decent thing and allow
us 1o get to those Listimates which so seri-
ously need review and criticism. The action
of the Government in bringing on the Esti-
muies of the Home Office, Department of
Public Works and Department of Public
Instruction and not giving an opportunity
to criticise the departments we desire to
discuss in beyond my comprehension.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong) [8.34 pm.j:
I have been amused to hear the experts in
the building trade airing their views on the
estimating of the cost of public works, and
claiming that the fact the officers of the
department estimated the cost of certain pub-
lic works at such and such a figure and the
actual costs were less, was a fribute to day
tabour. That is merely begging the ques-
vion.  We had a Minister saying ‘° There
vou are, our principle of dav labour is the
proper thing. We have a body of officers
whe understand what they are doing, and
I do not in any way blame them for carry-
ing out the policy of the Government. They
estimated the work to cost a certain amount,
bhut we have found that it has cost us less.
Therefore, the taxpayers should be per-
fectls satisfied, because the officers of the
department have saved you that much
monev.”’

I want to pay a tribute to the officers of
the department. We, as a party, have cause
to ha very proud of the officers of this depart-
ment. I congratulate the Minister on being
able to secure the service of Mr. Colledge
as Under Secretary. I know that gentle-
man’s qualifications and his competency to
carry out the work entrusted to him. Mr.
Leven, the Chief Architect and Chief Quan-
tity Surveyor, is another competent official.
As you, Mr. Hanson, know as a competent
man, if it were not for the competency of
these officers it would be a case of  God
help the Labour Party.” (Laughter.)

On reading the report of the department
I find that 1t is stated that the Bunyaville
State school additions were estimated to cost
£1.246, whereas the completed cost was
£1.186. On the publication of that fact hon.
members opposite throw up their hats in
the air and say, “ There vou are, we saved
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vou that amount of money.”” The report also
gives particulars of the additions to the
infants’ block of the Buranda State school,
which were estimated to cost £4,643, whereas
the completed cost was a little more—£4,856.
In the case of the Central Technical College,
Brisbane, alterations and additions to
chemistry and commercial blocks were esti-
mated to cost £4,070, and the completed cost
was £3,642. To the uninitiated that would
appear to denote that a saving has been
effected, but no one knows better than the
Premier that the only way to ascertain the
true cost is to call for tenders and to allow
the departmental officers to submit a tender
in eompetition with outsiders. That, how-
ever, is barred, because the policy of the
Labour Party stands firm for day labour;
costs are no concern of hon. members
opposite.

Mr. FoLey: You know that is not correct.

Mr. MAXWELL: I know this business
from A to Z and if the hon. member will
permit me to proceed I shall show him. I
know of instances during the Moore Govern-
ment’s regime where the then Secretary for
Public Works, the hon. member for Logan,
allowed the departmental officers to submit
a tender for certain work in competition with
outsiders. When the tenders came to be
considered it was found that the departmental
figure was the lowest and when the Minister
said that the only thing to do in those cir-
cumstances was to permit the department to
do the werk, the departmental official said,
“ We only submitted an estimate as a guide.”
I do not believe in departmental officers wast-
ing time and money in that way, and if hon.
members opposite spoke sincerely they would
endorse my opinion, because with two or
three exceptions hon. members opposite have
work of their own done by contract.

The hon. member for Ipswich dilated on
the beautiful structure that had been erected
at Ipswich under the day-labour system. I
do not dispute the fact that the building 1s
beautiful, but I can point to other beautiful
structures that have been erccted under the
contract system, where employment was
oiven te men at award rates of pay and
under conditions prescribed by the Industrial
Court. Do not forget that many of the
employecs who previously worked for private
employers are now working for a Socialist
Government. We seem to be creating a
“ Russianised > system, where evervthing 1z
to be done under Governmental control and
where private enterprise is to be effaced.
Where will the Governmeut get funds to
carry on essential work if they build up
such a community ? Take some of our beauti-
ful structures; take the Treasury Building!

The lExecutive Building is a beautiful
one and was built under the contract system.
The Taxation Building on the opposite corner
was also built under the contract system.
The pioneers of this country did not build
up this wonderful community by the day-
labour system. Why? Because they realised
the ridiculousness of such a system. They
realised that the best in a man Is brought
out by healthy rivalry and competition.
Under the present system there is no incen-
tive to the individual. The Treasury block
of hbuildings, with the exception of onc
portion, was built by contract. When il
was proposed to erect the remaining portion
of that building I was curious enough fto
ask for information as to the estimated cost,
and I was informed that the cost would be



Supply.

£230,000. I was of the opinion that wheever
estimated for the job had fallen into error.
1 compared the proposed building with the
Executive Building and the State Insurance
Building (now the Taxation Building), and
I measured each of those buildings. When
that Treasury block was completed the
actual cost of the last portion was £137,817.
According to the argument of hon. members
opposite, over £100,000 was saved because
the Government had estimated that it would
cost £230,000! 1In effect they say to the
electors, ** Ladies and Gentlemen, this build-
ing was estimated to cost £230.000 and we
have saved over £100,000." The Labour
Party say that the contractors were nothing
more nor less than burglars, T desired
further information on the matter and I
asked the then Secretary for Public Works,
Myr. Kirwan, as to the reason for the differ-
ence between the estimated and the actual
cost.  He said, “ You know, you had some-
thing to do with the ercction of the town
hall. Tt was intended by the department
o build a tower on that building and that
tower was cstimated to cost £80.000.7 1
went to the Department of Public Wovrks and
got the plan and found no tower was pro-
vided for at all T returned to this House
and informed the Committee to that effect,
an.d said I wanted some explanation. My
friend. Mr. Kirwan, simply waved his hand.
Instead of improving the conditions of the
community hon. members opposite are build.
ing up a system that will he detrimental to
the interests of the whole of the commuanity,
Thev are increasing the cost of govermnent

and inereasing the public service. Hon.
members say that the cost of government

should be reduced. We all agree that 1t
should be reduced. That reduction will not
be brought about by engaging in work of
this deseription,

T (10 not want to enter i!ll’O a (’(H]t]’o\'?lﬂ*v
on the vespective merits and denierits of the
contract and day labour systems. I appre-
ciate the position of hon. members on fhe
other side of this Committce. The dav
labour system is part of their policy, and
nothing we have been able to sav in point-

ing out how wrong the prinsiple is will
make them depart from their poliev. The
expenditure of such a large amount of money
is a serlous matter; were it not so the
expressions of opinion of hon members
ite would he extremely humorous. A
striking example is the unfinished railway
station at Ipswich. Ask a policeman where
the new railway station is. He cannot
tell you, and I venturve the opinion that
neither can the officials of the railway
department.  This building, still unfinished.
was estimated to cost a certain amount of
money, and I believe that it has alread:
cost three times the amount anticipated,
and where is the station? Up in the clouds!
I trust the Minister will play the game
with the supposed taxpayers. 1 say Csup-
posed taxpayers,”’ because ther are not tax-
payers now.  The department is pushing
ahead with a tremendous amount of work
for which quite a considerable portion of the
finance is being found from loan funds.
However, T do not wish to pursue that mat-
tev further, or I shall be ruled out of order
by you. Mr. Hanson. The Government are
creating an enormous burden, which will
cventually prove a detriment to the State,
and it is time they woke up to the ultimate
cffect of their actfions.

[25 OcroBER.]
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I congratulate the Minister upon his very
capable officers, and thank the department
for the wonderful improvements that have
been effected in the various schools in my
electorate. Quarries and gullies have been
turned into beautiful playgrounds.

Mr. W. 1. Kiva: Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL: The credit is not due
to the hon. member for Maree, but tc the
Secretary for Dublic Works in the Moore
Government. It was he who commenced
work of this nature, and it stands to the
credit of the present occupant of that office
that he eontinued the good work. Wkhat
originally were rubbish dumps have heen
turned 1nto playgrounds for the children.
The department 1z ever ready to consider
any suggestion, and I cannct allow the
opportunity to pass without thanking the
officers for the courtesy and consideration
they have shown at all times.

At 8.50 p.m.,

Mr. GuepsoN (/pswich), one of the par.el
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chuir-
man in the chair.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggerar [8.50
pan]: 1 want to add my measure of praise
to the department for the maruner jn which
it is assisting in alleviasing distress among
the unemployed tradesmen of Brisbane and
the State of Queensland during this persod
of depression. The Department of Fublic
Works is to be congratulated for pursuimg
its present policy, which has resulted in
extra labour being employed. The Minis-
ter is also to be congratulated on the wan-
ner in which the department has h;mv‘%’e(_[
that extra labour, and on the convrul of
the relief labour employed on tue grounds
of State schools and other public buildirgs.
From the point of view of unionism the
position to-day is much better than it was
during the regime of the Mouore Govern-
ment, and the policy of the department 1n
prescribing full award rates and conditions
snd in applyving the system of prcfm‘m:gc
to wunionists to the men engaged in the
department has created a measure of conli-
dence within the ranks of the trade union-
ists, a feeling that had been almosx com-
pletely destroved during the reign of the
late Government.

I also wish to congratulate the deparinient
on the extension of its operations at the
Ipswich-road workshops. There is no doubt
rhat the work that is carried out thers can
compare more than favourably with the
work carried out by the contractors who
provided the furniture and office equipinent
for schools and public buildings during the
vegime of ihe late Government. The build-
ing programme of the department to-day is
cne of progress that has done much to
restore confidence to the people in the city
of Brisbane and in the other large centres
of the State. There is no doubt that the
building programme of the department 3s
heavier to-day than it has been for years;
but the department is carrying out a splen-
did public duty in providing an opportunity
to all workers to exercise their rights of
citizenship. The work that has been carried
ut in my electorate 1s a credit to the
department and its staff and to the workers
engaged upon 1it. The schools have been
bailt with due regard to efficiency, and they
offer to the rising genecration some measure
of comfort during their scholastic. careers.
During the coming year the department will

Mr. G. C. Taylor.]
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he called upon to give effect to a more inten-
sive building programme, and upon the
completion of the work it will have done
much to restore confidence to the workers
engaged in the building trade. The policy
of the department in placing relief work
carried out under award conditions under
the supervision of the district foreman of
the department has been responsible for the
cxtensive improvements carried out at the
Wilston, Newmarket, Oakleigh, and Enog-
gera. State schools. The sports grounds
which have been constructed are a credit to
the State from a town-planning point of
view, and will also be of material assistance
to the scholars.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Hurilpa) [9 p.m.]:
OUne pleasant feature of the operations of
this department is the number of apprentices
to whom it is now giving' employment. The
ficures are very illuminating. From 1923,
when the regulations were made on which
the apprenticeship is based, until June, 1929,
the department took 136 apprentices into
its employment.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
1 remind the hon. member that apprentice-
ship matters cannot be discussed under this
vote.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : I am going to con-
nect my remarks up with this vote Ly
saving at the present time the department,
under the apprenticeship scheme, is e:nploy-
ing thirty-two apprentices, whereas  under
the regime of the Moore Government only
one was employed. It is pleasing to note
that under the public works policy of the
(Government a large amount of work is being
provided for tradesmen, which in turn has
enabled a large number of lads to earn a
living under our scheme of apprenticeship.

I also commend the decision of ihe
Minister in connection with the West End
School, in the Kurilpa electorate. That
building was constructed fifty-five years ago,
aud it is only quite recently that it was
reed to improve it. The main portion of
thie building is to be demolished and a
modern building and conveniences erected.
I was also pleased to see that certain arrange-
ments were made whereby the grounds of
the State schools, not only in the Kurilpa
electorate but also in other electorates, have
been improved and beautified.

I listened with a great deal of amusement
to the remarks of hon. members opposite
concerning the policy of the Government in
providing employment by a vigorous build-
ing policy. A very cursory glance «t the
figures contained in the report will show
that in the past financial year the presenc
(Government spent an amount which was
equivalent to the total expenditure on public
buildings and schools during the three years
the Moore Government administered the
affairs of State. The department is to be
congratulated on its initiative and enterprise.
There is no question that whilst money is
being spent on the erection of public build-
ings workers are being put back into employ-
ment. It is gencrally conceded that the
building trade is the best trade to concen-
trate upon to bring about a revival, because
in it the greatest proportion of the money
expended 1s paid out in wages and immedi-
ately put into circulation among all sections
of the community.

I again congratulate the Minister and the
members of his staff upon engaging on such
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a fine public works policy, which is mate.
rially assisting to lift Queensland out of
the throes of the depression.

Mr. KEOGH (Merthyr) [9.3 pom.|: I also
wish to congratulate the Minister and the
officers of his department on the good work
they are doing. 1 was rather surprised at
the remarks of hon. members opposite, parti-
cularly the hon. members for Oxley and
Tcowong. They commended the good work
of the officials, but at a later stage of their
speeches said that they could not carry out
the work of the department under the day-
labour system. In so doing they cast a
slur on officers who are efficiently carrying
out a very fine public works policy. We
krow that the same type of tradesmen and
assistants are engaged in carrying out that
policy as are working for private contractors,
and they will give the same amount of work
to the department as they give to a con-
tractor. It does not matter to a tradesmen
whether he is working for the Government
or a contractor, so long as his wages are
paid. I am satisfied that we have as good
and efficient a set of officers in the depart-
ment as can be found on the staff of private
contractors. In talking about contracting
work I would bring the city hall under the
notice of the hon. member for Toowong
That building, which cost £1,000,000,
constructed by contract, yet whenever is
rains water finds its way into the building.
I would also refer himm to another building
which was erected at a cost of many
thousands of pounds by a private contractor
for Messrs. McWhirters Limited. We know
that during a recent rain storm water found
its way into that building also. We do not
have that happening in public buildings con-
structed by day labour. On that account
we appreclate the good work carried out by
the department, especially in the erection
of schools, police stations, court houses, and
other public buildings.

The way the Moore Government allowed
public buildings to get into a state of dis-
repair was a disgrace. Schools and police
stations were allowed to fall into such a
state as to interfere with the comfort anc
health  of their occupants. Two police
stations in my electorate were almost
tumbling down on the heads of the people
living in them. In fact, one building was in
such a dilapidated state that I do not know
how a police sergeant, his wife, and family
continued to live in it. It is pleasing to
know that the Government are doing some-
thing as regards the upkeep of public build-
ings and that this work is giving a vast
amount of work to tradesmen and their
assistants.  After all is said and done, it is
the friends of the hon. members opposite—
the business people—who gain the benefit of
money spent on public buildings. Surely
these hon. members do not wish the public
to believe that money spent on public build-
ings is wasted! Are not the buildings an
asset to the country, and have not the
Government to rent buildings if public
buildings are not available?

I agree with the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber for Oxley in regard to the insulation of
wires conveying electricity from the street
poles ta residences. and I trust the Minister
will instruct his officers to inquire into the
work not only of the Electricity Department
of the Brisbane City Council, but also of the
City Electric Light Company, Limited, and
other companies. The hon. member for Oxley
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endeavoured to have a crack at the Brisbane
City Council, but private companies are the
greatest offenders. The provision that the
wires must be insulated for a distance of
fifteen feet from the house is not sufficient,
because in stormy weather the wires may be
broken down and fall across the roadway,
creating a source of extreme danger to
people in the vicinity. Electricians have
complained to me that the Act does not
compel the complete insulation of the wires
from the house to the poles from which the
current s drawn, and 1 trust that the Minis-
ter will look into this matter.

I am not satisfled with the action of the
department as regards gas and electricity
charges. Last year we were promised that
clectric light charges would be reduced but
with the exception that the meter rent and
the minimum charge for electricity have been
abolished, no relief has been given to con-
sumers. I trust the Minister will see what
can be done. When the hon. member for
Oxley, who is a shareholder in a gas comn-
pany, congratulates the Secretary for Public
Works on the action he has taken in regard
to gas charges, then I can only say that it
is not any great recommendation for a
T.abour Minister. As a representative of
the consumers, I am not satisfied with the
way in which the Minister has handled the
matter. Prices should be reduced. The com-
panies can afford to make reductions, because
their balance-shects show that huge divi-
dends continue to be paid. Why, the Gympie
Gas Company made a virtue of a necessity
and reduced their charges for gas by 4s.
per 1,000 cubic feet, because they were afraid
that legislation would be introduced to deal
with the matter. To what extent had they
been robbing the public before? T am sure
that even after they made that reduction they
left themselves a fair profit. When the Minis-
ter goes into the matter he will find that much
more help can be given to the consumers
under the legislation already passed. I am
a consumer of both electricity and gas and
no great reduction has been brought about
in the costs of either. T trust the Minister
will inquire into the matter and take action.

I express my appreciation of the good work
done by the department in the building of
furniture, ecte., for schools. The public
generally have a high appreciation of that
good work, which I hope will be continued.

Mr. ANNAND (Fast Zoowoomba) [9.11
p.m.]: I cannot congratulate the department
on any work constructed in Toowoomba in
the past twelve months, for, although many
promises have been made, no public works
have been constructed! However, I appre-
clate the work which has been done in im-
proving school playgrounds by means of the
mtermittent relief scheme.

In stating that his Government had made
it possible for apprentices to obtain more
work and that the increased building pro-
gramme would still further assist in that
direction, the hon. member for Kurilpa made
an assertion which I wish to challenge. Very
many tradesmen in the city of Toowoocmba,
portion of which I have the honour to re-
present, are debarred from working at any
of the new public works under construction
there, owing to the fact that they cannot
afford to take out the neccessary ticket to
entitle them to that work.

Mr, G. C. Tavror: That is not correct.

Mr. ANNAND: I
remark from the hon.

purposely drew that
member. 1 say my
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statement is definitely correct, and 1 go =o
far as to say that the Builders’ Labourers
Union in Toowoomba has definitely closed its
books. :

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
The hon. member will not be in order in
discussing the question of the closing of
books by a union. Ie will be able to deal
with that matier on another vote. The
hon. member would be in order in dis-
cussing the employment of apprentices by
the Department of Public Works.

Mr. ANNAND: The activities of the
department should be an example to other
people. There was a small hay stack which
required covering at the Willowburn Asylum,
and a hay shed has been built by the depart-
ment which cost, according to my informa-
tion, over £600, and the hay contained in it
is worth about £20 or £30. I was wondering
whether the department des gned that build-
ing as an example of the type of construction
that should be erected by farmers. The
extravagance in that case is a source of
amusement to the farmers. If it is true that
it cost £600 then I say £450 of public money
has been thrown away.

Mr. BRASSINGTON (Fortitude Vallry)
[9.16 p.m.]: In the course of a few brief
remarks the hon. member for East Too-
woomba made reference to men being foread
to take union tickets before engaging on
public works. I know what your ruling is,
Mr. Gledson, but I feel it is necessary for
we to say a few words In order to clear away
any wrong impression that may have been
created by the remarks of that hon. member,
For the information of that hon. member
I desire to say that the award governing
haildings lays it down that any person can
secure employment providing he gives an
undertaking to become a member of the
union within fourteen days after being em-
ployed; and conscquently

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

The hon. member will not be in order in
discussing that matter.
Mr. BRASSINGTON: I appreciate the

activities of the department during the past
twelve months in the electorate which 1
represent. I desire to place on record my
appreciation of the fact that the department
is now proceeding with the construction of
a Women’s Hospital adjacent to the Bris-
bane General Hospital. The building which
is now under construction is a credit to the
department; and [ am sure that if hon.
members opposite inspected that building in
the course of construction they would realize
the good work that is being carried our
there and would be tardy in the future In
criticising the principle of day labour and
the activities of the Department of Public
Works.

There is also the question of the various
improvements effected to the schools and
other buildings throughout my division. I
appreciate the efforts of the department in
that respect, particularly in regard to the
vast improvements effected at the Central
Practising School in  Leichhardt street,
Fortitude Valley. That school was not the
hest of buildings until the department under-
{ook the task of improving 1t. Whilst I
recognise  and  give credit for the vast
improvements effected, 1 still think that
there is only one solution to the problem
of the buildings of the Central Practising

Mr. Brassington.]
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Schuel—the erection of an up-to-date build-
ing in keeping with the importance of the
iustitution.  So far as the Department of
P'ublic Instruction is concerned, the Central
Practising School is, perhaps, one of the best
schiocls in the btate and I, for one, should
like to see a fine, up -to-date bulldlng erected
in kesping with the standard of education
imparted there, as laid down by the Depart-
woent of Public Instruction. I appreciate,

alse, the fact that the department will
shortly be undertaking the painting of the
Bovs’ State School 1in Fortitude Valley.

This is a job that is somewhat overdue.

Tven in the course of a few brief remarks
1 canuot but recall the utterances of hon.
©» embers opposite and drawing their atten-
tion to the fact that they have adopted a
most remarkable attitude.” They argue that
expenditure should not be undertahen in
connection with public works, and that if
the Government continue with their policy
disaster will eventually overtake the State.
Ifon. members should be pinned down to
otie or two facts. Do hon, members opposite
helieve in the policy of improving State
Luildings and the erection of new buildings
where thov are necessary in the interests of
the people? They may argue against this.
but they cannot sweep away the fact that
a number of the buildings to which we refer
have served their purpose and can now very
well make way for newer and more up-to-
date buildings, so that not only the people
who now make use of them, but also the
peopie who will use them in vears to come
way reap the benefit. I, personally, stand
for a policy of progres T desivre to see
thiz policy continued, so that future citizens
of this State will enjov the benefit. Hon.
mwembers opposite could very well state their
policy towards the provision of these neces-
savy public utilities for future generations.
W might join issue with them upon the
guestion whether or not such buildings in
the course of construction are in any way
materially assisting to re-employ tradesmen
and labourers who are at present out of
work. It is very necessary to point out here
that were it not for the policy of the present
Government in that direction, or, to put it
in another way, if the pohq of hon. wmem-
lmﬁ CppOosite when in power were continued

—u rmJ vy of stagnation aud no result—then.
instead of the position of the unemployed
boing considerably relieved, as we fud it
their numbers would have been con-
siderably increased.

A 921

p.m.,

The CHATRMAN resumied the chair.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Hon. members
cppostte may talik about the expenditure of
loan money. They put

forward the
cld arguments tine and again; but I si
ltke them to cxplain away the claims put
forvord by members on this side of the
Commitiee  that the erection and the
nnpm oment of public buildings are very
for two important reasons—frst,
thv necessity of providing up-to-date build-
in keeping with tho standard of the
; secondly, the necessity of employing
as many persons as possible at a time when
s many are unemployed. I commend the
Government for their policy in that direc-
tion, and I sincerely trust it will be con-
tinucd for many years to come.

In common with the hon. member for
y 3 )
Vocthyr, I must confess T am not altogether
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pleased with the operations of the amend-
ment of the Gas Act passed during the last
sessiotl,  Whilst T recognise that—thanks to
the passing of that Act—the quality of gas
throughout the Greater Brisbane area 1s cer-
tainly much better than heretofore, still I
would like to see this problem more
thoroughly investigated, in order to ascer-
tain whether the price of gas to the con-
sumers in the area cannot be reduced to the
iowest possible level.

I am interested to see what effect the
legislation passed during last session will
have upon the prlces charged to the con-

sumers in Brisbane for their electric cur-
rent. I sincerely hope that it will mean a
substantial reduction in price and that
it will confer a benefit on the people of
Brisbane, 1 conclude my remarks by again
thanking the Minister and the oflicers of
his department for the attention, courtesy,
and consideration that they }wve extended
to me on all occasions that I have made
representations to them.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. M. A. Bruce, The Zubleland) [9.25
pm.}: I  enthusiastically endorse the
remarks of the hon. wmember for Logan

concerning the excellent service performed
by the officers of my department. They
are working at the highest poesible speed,
and T venture the opinion thas no private
company with a similar staff could ‘do the
amount of work that is being done by the
department to-day.

In dealing with the question of day
labour and contract I do not propose to
follow the usual practice of violently attack-
ing contractors, but I do wish to point out
that contractors who cut down on their
expenses here and there can make a little
move profit than otherwise they would, and
that there is a tendency amongst some of
the contractors to go so far as to do shoddy
work.  Eveu private enterprise itself has
to employ a private architect on a pereen-
tage Dbasis to see that a contractor faith-
fully carries out his work. I do not say that
that applies to all the contractovs. Some of
the contractors do excellent work, and
probably would do it without supervision,
but there are some who fail to carry out
their work faithfully and well. In the
department, where the work is carried out
under the day labour system, we have our
inspectors to see that the work is properly
done. T am quite satisfied from the ﬁwule
in my possession that the bricklayers,
painters, carpenters, and other tradesmen
are giving excellent service to the State.
In the ("’c]one area in North (Queensland
the buildings constructed under the day
labour svstem by the Department of Public
Works have withstood the force of the gales
whilst buildings constructed by private enter-
prise have been blown away. We have had
compari-ons made between buildings con-
structed under the day labour system and
buildings constructed wunder the contract
systent, The State Insurance Building, one
unit in the Javout of Anzac Square, was con-
seructed under the contract systerm: during
the Moore-Barnes gime, and when the
other unit is completcd we shall have an
opportunity of comparing construetion costs.
Although certain advosates mar be genuine
in theilr support of the contract system it
iz absolutely absurd to say that excellent
work cannot be carried out at a reasonable
cest  under the day labour system. 1
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frankly admit that during the regime of
previous Labour Governments the cost of
the day labour system was increased because
men were sent long distances te carry out
small jobs, and railway fares and living-
away-from-home allowances had to be paid.
I have been congratulated because I have
carried out certain work outside the metro-
politan area under the contract system. I
am quite prepared to allow small jobs to
be carried out under the contract system in
places where there are, perhaps, one or two
carpenters capable of carrying out the
work; otherwise the tradesmen living in
those small towns would not be able to
participate in the work provided by the
Department of Public Works.

This policy also saves the cost of travelling
fares to and from the job. When I go out
of office T want the fact established that works
constructed by day labour have been done
better than similar buildings constructed by
contract, and so far as prices arve concerned
that they can be exccuted on a competitive
basis with similar buildings erected under the
contract systern. It has been my aim to
eliminate excessive costs in building. Take
the Cairns public buildings., for example.
The"c buildings, while not being quite so
large as wome of the public bmldmgb n
, are of equal beauty from an archi-
tectural point of view and the workmanship
is just as efficient. They are being con-
structed by day labour. Whenever reasonable
opportunity occurs, public works are being
carried out by day labour, which is borne
cut by the fact that buildings being erected
at the present time in Cairns, Rockhampton,
Gladstone, Roina, and other towns of a
reasonable size are being built by day labour.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition dis-
cussed the relative merits of constructing
public buildings out of loan funds and
revenue. The Auditor-General carcfully
scrutinises the expenditure of loan money
with a view to discovering whether it has
been spent in the direction which it 1s
intended, and whether it has been properly
spent. He also makes similar inquiries in
regard to works carried out from revenue.
That hon. member criticised our Govermment
for constructing a number of wooden build-
ings out of loan money, which he said was
uneconomical because of their short life. Just
previously he had congratulated the Govern-
ment on building teachers’ residences and
endeavoured to show that we have expended
inuney profitably by constructing those build-
ings out of loan money instead of permitting
ihe Department of T >ublic Instuction to erect
them out of its Consohdatod revenue vote.
‘Thus he contradicted himself. Since I have
Yeen in charge of the department a greater
number of buildings have been constructed,
in both brick and concrete, out of loan money
because those materials have a longer life
than wood. When I assumed office I found
a large number of school residences had been
vecommended for construction by the previous
Government. Had the previous Government
been returned to power they undoubtedly
wculd have been erected out of loan money.
I built every residence recommended by my
predecessor out of loan money. In short,
I carried out the contractual obligation
bequeathed te me by my predecessor. Yet
this hon. member hai criticised this Govern-
ment for not carrying out a sound works
policy by erecting wooden buildings from
loan money. That policy is similar to the
policy pursued for many vears past by pre-
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vious Secretaries for Public Works, including
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

The increased loan expenditure during the
last two years has been incurred in the con-
struction of more permanent brick or con-
crete buildings. One hon. member said that
the Moore Government were unable to
secure large sums of loan money. That was
true, but the fact remains that what loan
money they did expend was largely cxpended
on the erection of wooden buildings. That
is in striking contrast to the e\pendltuu of
loan money to-day on a permanent type of
building in brick or concrete.

The hon. member for West Moreton sought
information concerning the Helidon quarry.
This matter will dalm very early attention
from the Government. However, the time is
not ripe to discle their intentions. There
is ove prospect in the future of a large
building programme which will provide a
basis for consideration in regard to the
future of the quarry.

Some of the buildings which we have built
in either brick or concrete are-—

Cairns public offices;

Dalby court house and police station;

Ipswich Nerth State school;

Mackay intermediate school;

Goodna Mental Asylum, nurses’ ruar-
ters;

Gympic Hospital ;

(Gladstone Hospital;

Innisfail Hospital;

Ipswich Mental Hospital;

Rockhampton Police court.

These are brick buildings, in contradistinc-
tion to the wood buildings which the previous
Government built largely out of loan moneys.

With reference to the criticism of hon.
members opposite concerning the public build-
ings now being constructed, I would peint
out that these are being built on the recomi-
mendation of the Dublic Service Commis-
sioner for the housing of Government de-
partments. In many cases private persons
have been recciving rentals for housing fio-
vernment depaltments but that expenditure
will no longer be necessary when public build-
ings are available. When the hon, merber
for West Moreton stated that he always
understood that a work was reproductive
when it earned intervest, he should also have
stated that a work is reproductive if it saves
outgoings. Private firms renting prenmos
construct their own building accommodation
:0 soon ag funds are available. The policy
I have been able to carry out with the mouey
placed at my disposal by the Treasurerv is
influenced by two consideraticns: First, to
save money by building 1eproduc*nﬂ works,
and. secondly, to give \ogloal and reasonable
employment to persons who pre\'loual\ had
none,

The hon. member for Ipswich referred to
the Ipswich court house, which is a subject
on which a apemal 1‘(,p01f has been obtained.
The matter is receiving ('or‘sxd(,mtxon e
remarks of the hon. membor concerning ‘the
Labour Burcau building have also been
noted. I would point ocut to hon, membess
geuerally that my greatest difficalty to-day
is the tremendous pressure at \’\hl(,h my
officers are working. Particularly in the
drafting section an enormous amount of work
has been entailed in carrying out the policy

Hon. H. A, Bruce.]
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of the Government. It is my intention to
pursue that policy and to expend all money
made available to me by the Treasurer.

The hon. member for Ipswich also referred
to the inspection of brakes on private motor
cars-and trucks. The matter does not concern
my department, there being no power under
the Inspection of Machinery and Scaffolding
Acts, but the matter has been referred to the
State Transport Board.

A request for information in regard to
clectricity charges was also made by the hon,
member for Ipswmh Hon. members will
note the intention of the Government to in-
troduce a Bill to amend the Electric Light
and Power Acts. A distinct saving to con-
suirers resulted from the legislation passed
last year because meter rents were abolished.
1 also appointed a board in accordance with
the provisions of the amended Act for the
purpose of making inquiries into the price
and methods of charge of electric authorities,
and the amending legislation of which notice
has heen given will enable that board to
finalise its activities in the manner desired
by the hon. member.

Reference was made by the hon. member
for Oxley to the fact that in some cases the
insulation has worn off electric light wires
conveying electricity to residences, and the
hon. member endeavoured to single out the
Electricity Department of the Brisbane City
Council in this respect. I can tell the hon.
men:ber definitely that so far as the Brisbane
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City Council iz concerned—and, although I
cannot say definitely, I presume the same
position obtains in respect of the City Elec-
tric Light Company, Limited, and other
private companies—a notification by the
occupier of any house where the wires are
deficient in insulation will result in immedi-
ate attention being given. The real trouble
that my officers have is in connection with
flexes, the careless use of which by house-
holders is a source of great danger. The
need for attention to this danger cannot be
too strongly emphasised. At all events, the
hon. member for Oxley will find that any
complaint he has in regard to msula’uon
will be removed if notification is given to
the electricity authorities concerned.

Reference was made by the hon. member
for Merthyr to the price of gas. He stated
that the Gympie Gas Company had been
making enormous profits. For the informa-
tion of that hon. member T may state that
the Gympie Gas Company paid a dividend
of 3 per cent. this year and has paid lower
dividends previously. That hon. member
also said that the public had not got the
consideration they should under the Gas Act
Amendment Act passed during last session.
The following table will afford useful
mformation to the hon, member for Merthyr
and other hon. members of this Committee
in regard to the savings to the people
through the introduction of that amending
Act:

| Price fixed under

Price fixed under Gas Act

Average reduction in price

Company. | Gas Act of 1916. | Amendment Act of 1933, | per 1,000 cubic feet.
— e B -
‘ s. d. ; s. d. s. d s. d.
Brishane .. .. .. 8 1 79 to 5 11 0 6 (six pence)
South Brisbane .. o 8 9 & 7 to 5 6 0 5 (five penee)
Bundaberg . 11 7 : 11 4 to 9 1 0 10 (ten pence)
Cairns 135 6 CoI2 6 to 8 4 1 11 (one shilling and
! eleven penee)
Ghympie 15 2 ! 12 6 to 8 4 4 6 (four shillings and
six penee)
Tpswich . .. .. 9 1 8 11 to 7 1 0 4 (four pence)
Mackay 13 0 12 6 to 8§ 4 2 2 (two shillings and
| two pence)
Mount Morgan 14 8 14 8 i nil
Rockhampton 10 6 100 0 to 8 4 0 7 (seven pence)
Toowoemba 10 3 10 3 to 7T 6 1 3 (one shilling and
three pence)
13 4 12 6 to 10 5 ¢ 10 (ten pence) .
\’Sanmk 10 4 0 0 to 9 4 ; 1 1 (one shilling and
; one peany)
Sandgate .. .. .. 9 0 8§ 9 to 7 1 0 4 (four pence)
Wynmiam . 11 1 0 0 to 7 1 1 1 (one shilling and
. one penny)
Tlie total savings to consumers as a result but  had not succeeded owing to the
of the alteration in prices from those pre-  depression, and there was no reason why

viously fixed represents over £23,000. I
think that is sufficient refutation of the alle-
gation that the amending Act did not carry
cut the purpose which was intended.

The hon. member for Toowoomba madce
a statemment that was absolutely incorrect.
He suid that men could not get work in the
department unless thev held union tickets.
Nuwmbers of men have been employed by
the department who did not have union
tickets. They were allowed one month after
securing work in which to purchase them.
One of my first- acts as Secretary for Public
Works was to make that provision. My
argument was that men who were good
unionists, good tradesmen, and artisans had
tried to malke themselves independent and
remove themselves from the labour market,

THon. H. A. Bruce,

tha<c men should not be afforded an oppor-
tunity of rejoining their respective unions.
3r. Axxaxp: I have the letter
stairs in regard to that complaint.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member stated that the books of
the Builders Labourers’ Union were closed.

down-

If 2 man who had been a member of the
Australian Workers' Union ov any other
union secured a position as builder’s
labourer under the  department.  the
Builders® Labourers’ Union would have to
admic him. It would be neces:ary for him
to join the Builders’ Labourers’ Union
hecanse he had undertaken  builders’
lubourers” work. I do not know whether

any special case has arisen in Toowoomba,
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but the Builders Labourers’ Union in the
metropolitan area has accepted every man
who has made application for admission.

Une or two matters were raised by the hon.
meinber for Fortitude Valley in reference
to repairs to certain buildings, Hon.
members who have been interested in the
matter of govermment know the urgent
necessity for nursing revenuc money. All
the improvements made in Parliament House
have been paid for out of revenue. The
question raised by the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley is one that has received
careful consideration by my department.
There are a number of places that require
minor repairs and painting, but the amount
of money necessary to affect those repairs
would be very large, and those jobs are being
done from time to time as funds permit.
I say quite frankly that probably no matter
causes so much concern to the officers of my
department as this question,

The bulk of the work undertaken by
the department is reproductive. The only
work that can be criticised is that concern-
ing State school buildings and other educa-
tional facilities, yet the time has long passed
when any hon. member would have the
temerity to contend that buildings designed
to afford educational facilities are not highly
reproductive, Many hon. members on the
Opposition and many prominent members
of the public, together with nen. members
of the Government, consider that some-
thing should be done in the crection of a
University building. That would be the
continuation of the work the department is
doing o far as public instruction is con-
cerned. I do not think, therefore, that there
should be any criticism in that direction.
The building being erected at Cairns will
house numerous departments that were scat-
tered all over the town in buildings for
which the Government were paying rent
to private firms. That building will be
reproductive. The homes erccted for school
teachers will save the Government the pay-
ment cf allowances. Many of these resi-
dences were recommended by the previous
Government, who intended to proceed with
their construction had they been returned to
power in 1932. I have endeavoured to see
that as far as possible the department con-
structs buildings which will give a return
to the Government.

As regards the day labour system, I know
there have been discrepancies in the argu-
ments that have been advanced at differ-
ent times. It has, for instance, been said
that the estimate was so and so, and the
work was completed under the estimate.
That s no criterion at all. he criterion
is the amount of work that is done, and the
departmental officers exercise a high degree
of supervision in this respect. We have our
own inspectors, and it is thus guaranteed
thar the work is 100 per cent. efficient.
Nothing is slummed. One need only look
round the Parliamentary buildings and watch
the painters who arc at present at work
to bLe convinced of that. These are men
selected from the Labour Bureau. Nobody
can suggest that these painters are not
doing their work as efficiently and as fast
as they would for any private contractor.
Is anybody game enough to suggest that
‘the work has been slummed? And the work
being done around this bwlding is an
example of the work being done in all the
buildings under the supervision of the
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departinent. The handicap under which the
day labour system was used during previous
Governments—Labour Governments included
—was the fact that away-from-home allow-
ances and travelling allowances were paid.
Many men would not accept work from pri-
vate contractors, but sat down until they
could get a day labour job; ther, of course,
they did not work as efficiently as they are
doing to-day. When a man is not capable,
or is not doing his work properly and effi-
ciently, my officers have the right to dis-
pense with that man’s services immediately.
That is the only way in which efliciency can
be achieved. In spite of what may have
happened in the past, we are to-day get-
ting efficiency and first-class work.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [9.52 p.m.]:
Tn common with other hon. members I desire
to express my satisfaction with the adminis-
tration of the Department of Public Works
since the Government assumed control and
the present Minister took charge of the
department. Increased activities in that
department were anticipated from the very
day that the Labour Party was successful at
the polls, and the Premier, who allots the
portfolios decided to alter the system adopted
by the Moore Government of combining the
portfolios of the Department of Public
Instruction and the Department of Public
Works under one ministerial head. When the
late Premier combined the two Ministerial
positions it was quite apparent that he had
Jdefinitely made up his mind that there was
not to be a general policy of progress in
the Department of Public Works and that
he was not going to continue the policy of
the Labour Department in that office, but it
15 pleasing now to note that as a result of
the judicious expenditure of public money
fine useful buildings are being constructed.
and above all that work and wages are being
provided by the department for a number
of artisans and unskilled workers who other-
wise would be unemployed.

T desire particularly to congratulate the
Minister on the success of the building
revival scheme. When that scheme was first
inaugurated a sum of £100,000 was made
available in an endeavour to accelerate
employment in the building industry, and
I believe that the efforts of the Minister in
that direction have met with a good deal of
SUCCess.

Quite a number of small contractors and
people out of work have received a con-
siderable degres of employment that would
not have been available to them had the
building revival scheme not been launched.

T have no desire to work the parish pump.
but I do want to bring under the notice of
the Minister the position at the Bulimba
State school.

At 9.55 p.m.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of the Sessional Orders agreed to by the
House on 29th August and 3rd Octoker, I
shall now leave the chair and make my
report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CuarMaN  reported
asked leave to sit again.

progress and

Resumption of Committee made an Order

of the Day for to-morrow.
The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.

Mr. W. J. Copley.]





