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THURSDAY, 25 OCTOBER, 1934. 

J\1r. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Oregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUES'fiON. 
UXE1JPLOY1IENT RELIEF WORK 0::-1 CHURCH AND 

'\oN-ST.\l'E SCHOOL PROPERTIES. 
Mr. COST ELLO (Carnarvon) asked th0 

Secretary for Labour and Industry-
" 1. \Vhat was the total amount 

approved in 1933-34 for expenditure from 
the Unemployment Relief Tax Fund on 
church and school properties, other than 
properties owned by the State? 

" 2. Will he kindly furnish a state­
ment showing the designaLion, owner­
ship, and location of each such property 
and the amount approved respectively?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Towns­
rille) replied-

" 1. No particular amount is approved. 
Schemes for ground improvement work 
are submitted, and, on being app1·oved, 
intormi ttent labour is allotted until the 
approved works a~e completed, the work 
being inspected periodically as it pro­
gresses. The total wages cost for the 
year 1933-34 was £74,484. 

"2. The information IS being 
obtained." 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed :-
Eighth annual report of the Director of 

Infant Welfare. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUi\JPTICN OF CmniiTTEE-ESTIMATES-
EIGHTH AND NINTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(MT. llanson, llnr-anda, in the chair.) 
E~TIMATES IN CHIEF, 1934-35. 

Ho~rE SEcRE~'ARY's DEPARTMENT. 

HOSPITALS. 
Question stated-

" That £201 602 be gmnted for 
'Hospitals.'" ' 

Mr. R. l\1. KING (Logan) [10.34]: In the 
course of the debate yesterday the hon. 
member for Enoggera made the stateme-:It 
that the picture-talking machine which has 
been erected in the recreation hall at the 
Diamantina Hospital had been purchased at 
the expense of the Government. That is not 
true. 'The original machine was installed 
by the Diamantina Patients' Welfare Asso­
ciation with money collectnd from public 
subscriptions. When the silent pictures 
were supplanted by the talkies a talking 
ma<'hine was substituted for the old 
machine by the association, and again 
moneys collected by public subscription 
enabled this work to be done. The depart­
ment did lend some assistance in installing 
the machine; that is all. 

The HoME SEcRETARY : The department 
altered the theatre. 

:'\lr. R. M. KING: 'l'hat is quite true. 
The department altered the theatre to per­
mit of the screen being drawn up to the 
roof of the building. 

Mr. R. JJ1. King.} 
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i\fr. KEC\KY (Cook) [10.36 a.m.]: I should 
like the Home Secretary to give some in­
formation concerning the Mare8ba Hospital, 
which for a long period has been in a very 
awln1 ard financial position, and concerning 
which application has boon made to the 
Home Department for relief. Efforts in 
tnat direction have been made by the Deputy 
Loo,der of the Government, the Secretary for 
Public Works, the president of the Aus­
tralian Labour Partv at 1\'lareeba, the local 
authorit,y concerned,· and myself, qut in the 
meantime the whole question is in abey­
ance. Some months ago Mr. Bradbury, of 
tho Homo Department, spent a week in 
l\hreeba investigating the position, but so 
far as l can ascertain no finality has been 
reached. The Ma.reeba hospital committee 
is anxjons for so1ne dccislon on the matter. 
The Home Secretary probably knows that 
the committee desires to have the hospital 
'' districted," whereas the council does not, 
but in the meantime a strong necessity exists 
for the erection of a new hospital building. 
li-rants and subsidies are being paid to other 
hospitals froru " Golden Casket " funds for 
construction of and improvements to the 
hospitals. Unfortunately. the position at 
Mareeba is indc!iuite, and I am inclined to 
think th>tt the matter is held in abeyance 
for pol i(,ical reasons. Some definite decision 
'houtd be given, aud I trust the Homo Sec­
retary will giye some information in the 
matter. 

Mr. ULEDSON (Ipswich) [10.40 a.m.]: 
When the Home Secretary is replying he 
rnight also giYe some information concern­
iug the Ipswich hospital, which is the largest 
hospita,l in the State being carried on under 
the voluntary system. In the past few years 
the hospital has had a strenuous time in 
raising finance and we have to thank the 
Home Secreta~y for rendering assistance 
that enabled the ho~pital to bo carried on 
this y<-ar. Sornc tin1e ago it was agreed 
that if the local authorities that would qe 
affected if the hospital \Yere " districted "­
I refer to Ipswich, 11oreton. Rosowood, Esk, 
and Normanby-,contributed a certain sum 
of money to tide the ho,pital o,·er its diffi­
culties, a subsidy would be paid on the 
amount comributcd. That was done last 
year, and this year the request has been 
made for the same thing to be done. But 
the point arises th11t these local authorities 
have no direct representation on the hos­
pital committee. Moreover, another matter 
arises. which has been discucsed previously, 
that a large amount of money is subscribed 
by employees towards the upkeep of the 
Ipswich General Hospital. Miners, railway 
rnen factory workers, shop assistants-in 
fact' all employees in the Ipswich district 
have, as far back as I can rcrnember, made 
regular subscriptions to the hospital and, 
<tlthough in the aggregate their subscriptions 
exceed those of private subscribers, these 
employees ha YO no representation on that 
hospital committee which, with the exception 
of one Government representative, cornprise~ 
representatives of private suqscribers of £1 
and upwards. Only the latter are entitled 
to vote for representatives on the hospital 
committee-the local authorities and the 
employees have no direct representation. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Would not the hospital 
committee also represent them? 

Mr. GLEDSON: The hospital committee 
represents all sections for that matter, but 
my point is that only private subscribers of 

[Mr. Kenny. 

£1 and upwards are permitted to vote for 
representatives on the hospital committee, 
whereas employees whose contributions 
arnount to a considerable su1n in the aggre~ 
gate, have no direct representation. 

l'vlr. Nnn10: Don't they get a vote? 

:\ir. GLEDSON: No. On the other hand, 
they have a right to vote for representatives 
on the ambulance committee. People who 
contribute a largo sum of money in the 
aggreg·atc to the upkeep of the Ipswich 
General Hospital ha\e no direct represcnta­
t,ion ou the committee. If the committee is 
to continue on the present system I cousider 
it essential for the Home Secretary to give 
tlus n1attcr seriou~~ consideration, and if 
necessary amend the Hospitals Act so as to 
enable the component local authorities, who 
are v:oluntarily contributing to its funds, sornc 
say m the management and the expenditure 
of those funds. The amount contributed 
by tho Ipswich City Council was £850 and 
:::Jun1s, "arying according to the \ aluai,ions, 
have been contributed by the other local 
auchoritics-lVIorcton, Esl~, l{osewood, and 
Normanby. I do not know whether the 
Homo Secretary can iucrease the strono-th of 
the committee and giYe the local atrthori­
t~es, vvho are contributillg, ~orne reprcsenta­
twn, and thus carry out the principle that 
he who pays the piper should also call the 
tune. 

The Ipswich hospital has been fortunate in 
the assistancE' that has been ronclcred to it 
by the " Queensland Times,'" and the Sun­
shine League, which 1sas forn1ed smne vear;; 
ago, and is comprised of the children of the 
district, who ha vc banded together for the 
purpo~o of assjsting it. The league was 
formed during the time Sir Matthew Nathan 
"·as Governor, and he kindly consented to 
become its patron. The ci1ildren coliect 
pennie, and threepences-the biggest contri 
butwn would be about a shilling-and by 
ilus n1rans have been able to raise a surr1, 
including the subsidy, amounting to £12,000, 
vv h1ch is a rcrnarkablo achievcrnent. Sorne 
time ago the Sunshine League decided that 
il would oncleayour to proYido not onlv cots 
in the children's ,,-arc!, but al-o an up-to date 
laboratory and operating theatre. I'\unwrou5 
cots haYe been provided, and provisio:~ has 
boon made for llwir upkeep. Thy also 
undertook to have thn children's ward, which 
had been erected for over fiftv vear.;. 
l'8lll0YCd and a 110\V Ward en~ctcd, 3.ncf theY 
guaranteed to raise the quota required. Thev 
have now raised about £2,000, and through 
the generous help of the Home Secretary 
the:> have been enabled already to see the 
commencement of the building of that ward. 
The Home Secretary will gractt a loan. a11d 
they haYe undertaken to raise tte necossary 
balance over a number of vears. In the 
event of any alteration being made in regard 
to the representation or management of the 
hospital, I should like the Home Secretarv 
to sec that this league will be enabled to g~' 
on with its work. so as it will be able to 
say that the ward was built by the Sunshine 
League, assisted by the Guild· of Youth, and 
that it thus will be a lasting monument to 
their etiorts. It will he a monument to them 
for vears to come. \Vork has alreadv com­
menced on the foundations for that. ward, 
and from the plans prepared by the Depart­
ment of Public vYorks, which I have seen. 
it will be a very fine up-to-date building 
The fittings in the interior are the most 
modern available. I understand the Homf' 
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Secretarv has approYed of the plan, and 
provision has been made so that the matron 
and nurses 'vill be able to give necessary 
attention to their patient' under conditions 
\'Cr.Y rnuch superior to those "\Yhich obtain 
in the old building. which has been in exist­
ence for some fiftv vcars. I should like the 
I--Ionw Secretary to u give some indication as 
to whether the children will be permitted 
to prorc>ed with their charitable wo1·k. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Tanrmyo) [10.50 a.m.]: 
Every hospital committee would be proud to 
haYe such a body as tho Ipswich Sunshine 
League connected with its hospital. The 
Home Secretary and his officers should make 
CYery effort to encourage such work. The 
work of tho children shows a beautiful and 
unselfi8l1 spirit:, if eYer:v comrnunity were 
imbued with it vvo should not haYe seen the 
amount of trouble "\Yith regar·d to ho.;;;pital 
upkePp that has been thP case. 1 have 
always heard of the Ipswich hospital as 
being the shining example of the voluntary 
system of financing hospitals. I sincerely 
hope it will be able to continue its work 
successfully. 

\Vith n·gard to !he remarks made by the 
hon. member for Ipswic·h about representa­
tion of local authorities and subscribers 
through Labour organisations, I think a 
solution of the difficultv would be to lower 
the amount oi the subsc-ription which entitle's 
a person to a yote. In 111y opinion, it is a 
wrong principle to diYide into different sec­
tions people who all work a common cause 
for the upkeep of a hospital. The working 
1uan, through his organisation, subscribes 
'uch a large amount to the funds of the 
hospital that contributors of 5s. upwards 
should haYe representation on the committee. 
It is entirely wrong that a man who sub­
scribn through his Labour organisation 
should have no representation on the con­
trolling body. If my suggestion were carried 
into effcct, the great majority of subscribers 
~xoulcl rccPive representation, -which is desir~ 
able in the interests of harmonious working. 

It must be admitted that the district 
system is not working as satisfactoril) as it 
was originally intended. I understand that 
if voluntarv subscribers fail to contribute 
suflicient to' the upkeep of a hospital their 
representation automatically lapses. The 
Governrnent appoint flye representatives, and 
the local authoritie-; in the areas concerned 
four repre9entatiYPs to the board. The 
Government might as well take over full 
control, inasmuch as when it comes to a 
queotion of policy the Government are prac­
tically in control. After all, the local autho­
rities are subscribing a large amount by 
way of local taxation to the fmances of the 
institution. 

The HoME SECRETARY: The Government 
do not desire any say at all. 

:iV1r. EDWARDS: I understand that, but 
the hon. gentleman must see that they are 
placed in full control by preponderance of 
their representation. I do not for one 
moment say that the GoY''rnment drctate to 
the represeritatives appointed by them, but 
those representatives, feeling that they have 
been appointed bv the Government, take it 
upon themselves 'to act as they think the 
Government exptct them to do. 

The IIo"rE SECRETARY : The Government do 
not "ant control. 

11r. lCD\YARDS: I understand that. It 
would be quite sufficient if the Governm~nt 

haJ on_e thoroughly competent representa­
tive With a proper understanding of the 
financial implications of hospital manage­
ment, and I a:m satisfied, speaking for 
country distncts m particular, that the other 
repre<entatrves on the committee would 
cheerfully co-operate with such a Govern­
ment representative with a view to con­
ducting the hospital upon efficient lines. 
Tlw Home Secretary knows as well as I 
do that in many cases representatives on 
hospital comrrnttecs are inclined to take verv 
dras.tic sectional views, and this results in 
co11tlnual b1r'kcrings. 

I feel bound again to stress the need to 
cclucato people to carry out charitable work 
along the lines mentioned bv the hon. mem­
ber for Ipswich. There can 'be nothing more 
uplifting in the communitv than the sight 
of boys and girls, and even' men and women, 
workmg cheerfully to maintain their hospi­
tals and other charitable institutions upon 
a Yolnntary basis. Nothing can be more 
uphftmg than to realise that the heart and 
soul _is in the work which is being carried 
out m the mterests of the afflicted. I am 
sure the Home Secretarv will a~rce with 
me that the women of the State a~e deserv­
ing of. a very great measure of gratitude 
for then noble work in the interests of these 
institutions, and it is to be regretted that 
they do not receiYe a greater measure of 
financial assistance in certain quarters. 
Nevertheless, we should not lose sight of the 
fact that thrs noble body of vo:untary 
wnrkero should be encouraged, and it behoves 
uo to educate the people generally as to the 
benefits of cc•nducting these wonderful 
In:-'t.ItntJons upon a voluntary basis. 

l\lr. LLEWELYN ('I'oU1coomba) [10.58 
a.m.] : Although one or two exceptions can 
be quoted in favour of the voluntary system, 
I do not think it can be denied that the 
more efficient system of hospital manage­
ment and conduct is the district system. 
The hon. member for Ipswich has clarmcd 
that the Ipswich hospital has been success­
fully conducted upon a voluntary basis, and 
whilst all due credit should be extended to 
that institution for its noble work, it must 
be admitted that many hospitals through­
out the State are in their present efficient 
condition because of the district system. 
Prior to the time that the Toowoornba 
General Hospital became a " districted " 
hospital its management was cause for 
daily anxiety, but since the hospital was 
brought under the Act that anxiety has been 
c>ntirely eliminated. The board is now able 
to manage the institution in a much more 
efficient manner, to provide additional 
modern equipment, and to give full atten­
tion . to the needs of the pa tionts. The 
hosprtal possesses a very fine plant for 
therapeutic treatment, it has a dental clinic 
and a radiologist. These modern helps to 
the treatment of hospit,11 patients c.an, in 
Toowoomba, be attributed to the prese.1t 
system of " districting " hospitals. I should 
be very sorry to see a reversion to the dd 
systen1 in Too,Yoomba, at all events. 

Reference has ]Jeen made to the number 
of Government representatives on hosiptal 
committees. Private subscriptions and 
recci pts from paying patients fall so short 
of the income necessary in hospital adminis­
tration that the Government provide three­
Mths of the total amount. It is only rea­
sonable, therefore, that the Government 
should have proportionate representation 

11c1r. Llewelyn.] 
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on the hospit<tls board. I am ru the hi~ppy 
position of being able to state that the 
'l'oowoomb<> hospital is giving splendid ser­
vice to the community. \Ve find occasion­
illly that members of the board come into 
conflict on matters of policy, but in the 
main agree to disagree, with the result that 
the work of the hospital proceeds smoothly. 

It will be generally agreed by hon. mem­
bers that it is necessary at all times to be 
on the qui vive in the improvement of hos­
pital equipment, and thus keep pace with 
the trend of modern thought. That idea is 
inculcated in us by medical men day i'n and 
day out. In this connection it is pleasing to 
notice that the Home Secretary has decided 
to construct a hospital in Brisbane, at a 
cost of something like £200,000, to be exclu­
sn·oly used for the treatment of women, 
particularly those diseases peculiar to them. 
I am not sure what assistance the Federal 
Government gives in the treatrnent of women 
other than assistance from the research or 
brboratorY side. I am a>Yare that the Com­
mon,, c<tlt.h haq ins tailed laboratories in the 
vurious States, qut apart from that it renders 
no assistance whatever in the treatment of 
diseases vecuJiar to V"\~OIDC!l. HaYing regard 
to the fact that the Federal Government 
obtain a very much larger revenue from 
QuecnsianJ in t:uation than the State 
Governrnent--

Mr. KENNY : Is that correct? 

Hr. LLEWELYN: Yes. 

l\11·. KENNY: ;\;o; they give back more 
than they te.kc. 

:\fr. LLEWELYN: The Commonwealth 
Government have some responsibility. Just 
o!l the eye of the recent election the Prime 
::\Iinister, in the course of an address before 
a gathering o~ ladies in .\delaide, said that 
rnaternal rnortality 1vas increasing, a.nd it 
\HI" a rnatter of which legitdators rnust take 
notice. Mr. Lyons claimed that he had data 
showing that one in every four women after 
ren,ching the n,ge of forty years died from 
cn,usec, attributn,ble directly or indirectly to 
cancer caused by some abnormalitv arising 
from. childbirth. Comequently, I submit 
tbat the Commonwealth Government have a 
very groat responsibility in the matter. I 
have 110 knowlodge-I may bo wrong-of any 
iutercst displayed by the Commonwealth 
Government by providiug equipment or 
assisting any State Government to deal 'with 
this serious question. The State Government 
day in and day out, and year in and year 
out, have gi\'en due regard to the import­
ance of this subject, and the action of the 
Home Secretary in proceeding with the 
crectJOn of a new women's hospital is to be 
commended. 

Mr. DEAC"ON (Cunninyharn) [11.5 a.m.]: 
The 'Y~tem of issuing precepts on local 
authontJes for the mamtenance of hospitals 
which have been " districted" operates very 
unfairly in many country towns. The system 
is. n'_lfair. The findings of the Royal Com­
mrsswn. on Hosprtals show that people in 
the crtros, who get most of the advantages 
from hospitals, pay only one-half of what 
the individual in the country has to pay. 

Mr. G. C, TAYLOR: Have you the figures 
availaqle? 

Mr. DEACO:\': The hon. member can 
peruse the report of that royal commission 
and see the remedy suggested. 

[Mr. Llewelyn. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Whv did you dis­
regard its recommendations'!" 

Mr. DEACOK: They W('re not disregarded. 
Tho Hoi\J!c SECRETARY : You did not do 

anything in regard to those recommendations. 

Mr. DEACO~: In the matter of mfec­
tious diseases 1\'e did something, but the 
prescm Gol'ernmcnt reimposed the burden 
on the local authorities, which is an injus­
trce. I know how the Home Secretary feels. 
He represents a city electorate, and quite 
naturally tlunks rt would ue unpopular to 
ask people in the city to pay their share; 
but that is a mean a v of lookirw at the 
matter. All the people should pa~ a fair 
share towards. the upkeep o~ hospitals, and 
there 1~ notl-ung wrong v1th the present 
m:tho<l of raising money, provided all con­
tnbute; but »hen the system permits the 
i~habitants of a town \\'hC'rc a hospit '1 is 
~Itu_atcrl to l cc ape \Yitlt paying only 1~alf 
therr share and asks outside people who do 
not get the san10 adYantage to vay double, 
then ihc ~y~toru is unreasonable. \.Y c never 
hear of any city 1ncn1bcr L~pousi11cr the ('au.:;;e 
o£ the country districts in this ;latter, but 
it bPhoves the Con•rnulC'nt to do ;mn1ething. 
\Ve appointed a roval connni.-.;-;ion to 
inqnire .into the n1atter: and to suggest an 
allcrnatrvc. So far as wo could, we adjusted 
n1atters. 

The liO}lB 8ECHETARY: You did not take 
ono step to follow out the rccon,mondatio'> ., 
of that commission. 

Mr. DEACO:\': These things take time, 
and had we r·pmained in officc we should 
ha YO do110 lllOl'C. 

The Hm!E SECRETAHY: You were not g<rmc 
to do it. 

1\Ir. DEACO:\: The present Go,·crnment 
cannot talk to anyone else, in view of their 
record; thP~/ have rnado the no,..:ition worsP 
than it wa~~ ThE'v have had 1-hrcc "'(:~ars in 
v>hich to giYo effect to these recon1mcnda­
tions. It is impossible for the present 'tate 
of affairs to coutinue. As it is, the local 
authorities c:ontinuallv have to reduce Yalua­
tions in order to soc~1re so1nethino- apnroxi­
mating to their rights. If ~the • loc:LI 
authorities keep on reducing their valua· 
tior•s. we may get to thc position that they 
'-'··iil not be paying anything. It amounts to 
thio: \Ye han' to hctvl' a low valuation and 
a h'gher rate for shire council . The present 
sy~lem of raising ruoney for hospitals is 
unfair and unjust, and the responsibility is 
on the Government to remedy the evil. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: Do you favour 
nationalisation of hospitals? 

Mr. DEACON: The hon. member escapes 
altogether, but no man in the country can 
escape. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: When I spoke on the 
matter last night you said nothing. 

:VIr. DEACO::\: If the hon. member agrees 
that the prNent position is unfair, let him 
say so this morning. I am arguing for 
fair play. Take the city of Toowoomba; 
it pays rather less than lt should pay, and 
the same applies to other citi<>, and towns 
which are paying less than they would pay 
if contributions were on an equitable basis. 
Can the Minister stand up for that? There 
must be a way out of it. We must try to 
find it. The Minister will find the way 
out if he will only read the royal commis­
sion's report, where the present injustice is 
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e:lParlv lndic,lted. There is no cogent argu­
mert 'in ia vour of the present system. N oth­
lJJg can b(' reasonably suggested in favour 
of iL It cannot be said that it is fair. The 
mo't that can be said for it is that it raises 
the monc•y by hook or by crook. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: \'i-ould vou be in 
faYolu of nationalisation? ~ 

l\lr. DEACO:'>l: 1\ationalisation IS not 
neref'~arY. The l-Io1ne Secretary is not in 
favour ~f nationalisation. Thu money c:an 
be raiser! through the shire councils. 

The II OorE SECRETAI<Y: The basic creed 
through hi<tory has bf•en-let comebody else 
pay. 

i>Ir. DE \COl\: That is the Minister's 
t n'ed---let the citles escape and the country 
people pay. All I am asking for is a fair 
and equitable basis of contribution. Let 
everybody pay his share. Let us >tlter the 
presPnt syst"m so that the money required 
will be raised. if not on an abwlutelv equit­
able basis. on a basis which apr)roachcs 
that equa 1ity. It is impossible that this 
s.v~t('ITI can continue. Hon. men1bers onno­
>ite should be ar;reed on that. It is o;1ly 
llL·cesr:ar:v for thCJn to n1ake inquiriee, read 
the r·•port of the commission to be con­
vi!!( et! that it is unfair and ~njust. This 
matter has been argued before, and the 
Labour GoY<'rmnent have stood for the pre­
!-Lllt ~ystern and refused eYen to inqu:.re 
i~1to the n1attcr. 

The I-ImrE SECHETAUY: You swallow<)d 
VOllr Ut!'C \YlWn YOU \VC1'8 OYC'l' her(' \Vhy 
~lid you not do h three years :J,go?. 

J\!;·. DEAC:CJK: I have not spoilt my argu­
nlellt. Th~ .11ini~·ter has no argunH~nt. 
Can the Munster denv that after the first 
complaints \Verc Innde ~the ~vsten1 \Vas shown 
to be unfair, but the Laloour GO\·crnmont 
rcfu~cd eYen to n1akc inquirie~, [llld that 
they ha Ye not done so now? Their cry has 
been, " Let the other fellow pay ; let the 
countr~· fellow pay." 

The I-IOJ\1E SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
llanlon, lthara) [11.16 a.m.]: I should like 
tc <a v " word in reply to the hon. member 
for Cunninglwm in regard to alleg<ed neglect 
<•f the La hour Government to carry out the 
recommendatiOns of the Roval Commission 
011 Hospitals. In thP first pface thil method 
nf financing hospitals was arrived at bv 
the prcviou:o La_b?m· Government after very 
('xhau!'tlYe rnqurnes and consideration as to 
the most equitable method that could be 
arrived at. and nothing has since been 
,,_ffcred as an improvPment. During the 
t~n!c hon. Jnerpbr rs OJ?posite were in Oppo~ 
sJt!<;n lhcv ra1lecl agamst this ho>.pitals tax, 
agamst the unfair burden placed on the 
local authorities. and one of their own 
supporters, J\fr. , W. L. Os borne had the 
follo\Ying to say in regard to them:-

. " On the hustings prcce<ling the el<lc­
tJOn m 1929 Countrv Party-Nationalist 
candidates made emt)hatic promises that 
their elPction would ensure alteration of 
this unfair legislation. But what hap­
pens? Elected to power, the JYioore 
Go,·ernmcnt appointed a roval com­
ml!3'"ion to inquire into hospitaf adminis~ 
tration; a.nd, in due course. pigeon­
holed the commission's report and 
~·ccommendations-because such, if put 
mto effect, were calculated to alienate 
the industrial Yote." 

The plain truth of the matter was that the 
recommendation of that commission was tha.t 
the hospital services should be maintained 
by a. tax on wages. The basic principle 
laid down by the gentlemen who. made that 
inquiry was that as the workmg people 
used the hospita.1s so they should pay for 
them. Following that argument to its 
logical conclusion we reach the proposition 
" The hospitals, being used by the poor, 
should be paid for by the poor." 

Mr. KEx:o;y: Anything about income? 

The HOME SECRETARY: A tax on 
\Ya.gcs wa.s recomrnendcd. There was only 
one reason vrhv the l\.1oorc Government 
pigeon-holed the" recommendation and that 
was because an ele(·tion \\as approaching. 
The :\1oore Government had proved them­
seh·es to be men of prudence on many occa­
sions and they realised they could not face 
an election after p1f10ing the burden of the 
upkeep of hospit.a.ls on the wages of the 
working rnan. It was in consequence of 
this that that GoYcrmnent pigeon-holed the 
recommendation of the commission, but 
with a :view of imposing such a tax when 
they wore safely over the election. 

:vir. KEXKY: Do not be silly. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY: .Of course they 
did. V\Then they were returned to power 
1 he se big, broad-minded country fello_ws who 
fonnd that they were perhaps paymg 4d. 
moro than some.body else for the alleviation 
of plliu and suffering would have forced 
tl<e GoYernnwnt to carry out the recom­
Incndu..tion of t.hc conunission. But the 
public of Queensland are showing a very 
l,ecn iutcrc4 in health matters; year by 
yeu they are g-mdnally taking a greater 
interest in hospital matters. No Govern­
ment would come into this Chamber and 
put i11to efft•ct the syst0m of maintaini~g 
ho,pitals by a tax on wages. The pubhc 
to-dav arc displaying too great a.n interest 
in such mr1tters for any Government to pro­
pose it. 'l'he '\loore Government would have 
cheerfullv carried out the recommendation 
of the c:ommicsion, but for the fact that 
thev ,,-ere afraid of the vengeance of the 
peo.ple when the.': found them out. (Opposi­
tion dissent.) 

1\Ir. BELL: The \VL~.egc-carncr recognises his 
obligations. 

The HO :VIE SECRETARY: The wage­
earner has always recognised his obligation. 
It i, those who c.m best afford to finance hos­
pitals who have Hot recognised their obliga­
tions. 

:\Jr. BELL: That is not always the case. 

The HO!\lE SECRETARY: There are 
n·rv prominent exceptions which prove the 
rul~, but the experience of all our public 
institutions b<'ars testimony to the fact that 
tho:,e who can afford to subscribe do not 
do so. In the citv of Brisbane we do not 
ast< for a r1ennv st1bscription for the main­
tenance of the" hospitals, but hon. members 
should consider what is happening as regards 
the ambula.nce brigade. That organisation 
j.-, struggling day and night, year in and 
year out, in an endeavour to keep that sec­
tion of the hospital service in existence. 
Hon. members must also not forget that the 
Art Society is going round with a "Golden 
Book," in which will be placed the photo­
graph of anybody who will subscribe a few 
pounds. It is aloe found that those people 

Hon. E. Jll. Hanlon.l 
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who can well a.fford to make a bequest to 
the University do not do it. Arc not these 
instances of the fact that people who can 
"fiord to support charities and institutions 
do not do it voluntarily? It must not be 
forgotten also that when the maintenance 
of Brisbane ho3pitals was left to voluntary 
subscription 70 per cent. of the money raised 
b:, that system came out of the pockets of 
the working people of this city. We then 
ha.d the spectacle of processions proceeding 
along Que•'n street and George street and 
with pannikins at the end of long poles 
being stuck into doors and windows in 
the hope of getting a few coppers. The 
people who could afford to do so did not do 
their duty. \Ve have now a hospital service 
worthy of the name, which gives the people 
a real hospital service. The people are 
rccei,-ing real treatment and real comfort 
and the services essential for their health. 
The hon. member talks about the unfairness 
of the syste1n. As I say, he wa8 returned 
to power in 1929, pledged to alter the system, 
hut did not do so during his term of three 
years because he know he could not make 
the alteration without putting a tax on 
the ·wages of the working people. 

Mr. iVIOORE: I do not think the workers 
would object to a tax for hospital service. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I will admit 
they suffer a good deal. I do not think 
bon. members opposite would object to a 
tax on wages for the upkeep of hospitals. 
As a matter of fact, that is the only sub­
stitute thcv have to offer for what the hon. 
n.cmber for Cunningham called an unfair 
tax. The average farmer anrl country man 
is bigger) broader, and brightl'I' in outlook 
than hon. members opposite on this ques­
tion. I have visited a great number of our 
country hospitals and have met the local 
people. I have met meml:)ers of the local 
a uthoritics who arc charged with tbc raising 
of the money for the local authorities' 
'hare of the taxation for the upkeep of 
hojpitals, and it is rare to find any of such 
people complaining. 

An 0PPOSITIOX l\fE~TBER : ·what a bout the 
last local authorities conference? 

The HO::\JE SECRETARY: It adopted 
the Labour l'arty's platform and its repre­
sentatives came to me requesting the 
nationalisation of hospitals. I assured them 
that in duo comse that policy would be put 
into operation. 

1\Ir. KENXY: \Yhat is stopping you now? 

The HO ;viE SECRETARY: The Local 
Authorities Conference absolutely departed 
from the suggestion that hospitals should be 
maintained by a tax on the wages of work· 
ing- people. It adopted the policy of the 
Labour Pa.rty, thereby showing that it was 
attended bv men of vision and courage and 
patriotism," and men who have the interests 
of the suffering people of the State at 
heart. 'l'hev recommended the nationalisa­
tion of hospitals. The only real complaint 
that ono hears in the country against the 
present form of hospital taxation is that 
the average rate of tax per head in one 
local authority area is higher than the aver­
age rate per head in another area. Natur­
ally, in a local authority area where there 
is a large number of working people who do 
not own land the average taxation per 
eapita is lower than in another local author­
ity area where persons own large areas of 

[Hon. E. Jf. Hanlon. 

laJJd. The per c,<tpita bnsi . .;; is 110t a fair 
ba;;i.') on which to judg·e. Cndcr the pres~nt 
sv3tc.l: a taxpavPr. pays in acrordancc With 
the valu0 of th('~ land he hold~, or in accon~­
n nee with his capacity to pay. That . 15 

the onlv vvay in '.vhicl1 local author_Ity 
reycnue ·can be raised. The same exceptwn 
cftn be taken to the hospital precepts levied 
on local authorities as can be taken to any 
other form of local authority obligation. 
.Jmt as loc~l authority precepts on a per 
capita basis may appear at first sight to _be 
unfair to countrv areas as con1:::1arcd With 
tLickh populatecf areas, the same argument 
could. be applied to other forms of local 
authority tax2..tion. 

The hon. me,nber for Kanango made rofee­
c•ncc to the contributors' representation on 
hospital boards, but that is dccicled according 
to the Yoluntary coninbuhons fo.r the upkeep 
of the hospital concerned. It IS laid clown 
that v:hcn a hospital is "districted " thoro 
,ball be t]Jree represcntatiYes of the GoYern­
meut. three representatives of . the local 
antho1·:tics, and three rcpn:.scntatn'PS o~ the 
contributor··, provided the latter contnbutn 
a C'crtain :-:.urn of money. In that case the 
Government have on 1 v one-third of the repre­
eontation. "!though they shon!der t~e maJor 
portion of the financ~~l obhgatw;;. Gcn_erally, 
when a !Joooopital !S distnctecl, pub!Jc CO!l­

tributions gradually cease an_d t_he :vhole of 
the financial burden of the msbtutwn must 
then be met by the rm·enuc from. paymg 
naticnts, precepts on local aut\wntws, Ol' 
the Government. If the contnbuton; fall 
to contribute a certain amount they arc not 
entit!Pcl to three representatives, and If the 
sum falls to such an extent that. they are 
onlv entitled to two representatives,_ that 
rep~·escntation goc:i to the Gover~liTlCnt, and 
it then becomes four representatiVP'i of the 
Go,·crnrnent. three representatives '?f the 
local authorities, and two representatives of 
the contributors. If the volnntar:-: contnhu­
tions feJl off to a further c:dPnt It becomes 
four representatives of the Governrncnt. four 
1·epresentati,-es of the local aut~onbcs. and 
ono representative of the contnbuto"'. 

Mr. KEXNY: Are :con sure that they arc 
reprosentati,-es of the Go,-prnmcnt, or are 
thev representatives of the Australlan Labour 
Pai:ty? 

The HOME SECETARY: The hon. 
member does not seem to be too sure of 
anything. 

Mr. KEXXY: I am pretty sure about the 
Australian Labour Party. 

The IIOME SECRETARY : One thing that 
I am sure about is that if the ho11. member 
dm·otcd a little more study and attentwn 
to the work of his electorate instead of 
1nerelv 1naking a rneaninglcss noise in this 
Chamher, the people of Cook would be better 
, 8 n-cd. If the voluntary contributions fall 
away ,till further it become" f1ve representa­
tiveo of the Government, and four repre­
sentatives of the local authorities. The 
Govornn1cnt do not desire any representation 
on hospital boards at all. If the loca_l people 
woLJld contribute voluntarily sufficwnt for 
the management of their hospital the Govern· 
ment wo~ld be pleased to fade out of the 
administration altogether, but unfortunately 
many people arc of the same frame of mmd 
as the hon. membf'l" for K anango and the 
hon. member for Cunningham, people who 
v.ould gladly run a hospital if someone else 



Supply. [25 OcTOBER.] Supply. 955 

woulcl pay. They would take an unholy 
d0hgl;t m spendmg the funds supplied by 
the Government ot· by someone else, but 
whether they would spend it wisely or not is 
another quest10n. Such persons experience 
the greatest pleasure m the world in manag­
mg. hospttals and in conducting all sorts of 
hv.:dlJess so long as someone else "coughs 
tlp" the n:onoy, but so long as tho GoYern­
mcnt provtde 60 p(•r cent. of the money they 
ate certamly entitled to 60 per cent. of the 
n•presentat10n, although they do not seek 
th1~ representation. rl'he Government are 
not going to provide 60 per cent. of the cost 
without cla1rning so1ne right to a voice in 
thco maHagen,ent of the hospital concerned. 
Taking it b,- and large, hospital boards arc 
doing splcnd id. unselfish work throughout the 
State. Scn·l('e on hospttal boards and com­
H.liilces en tu il a good deal of sacrif1ee of 
t1me alld enc1 rgy and a g-ood deal of expense. 
An:;· person who sen-es as a member of a 
hospital b'?anl and carries out his work pro­
p_rrly 111 the 1ntcrcsts of the people is con­
stderably out of pocket, and sacrifices a con­
stdera ble amount of time. Taking it by and 
large, from one end of the State to the other 
the rcpresentati,-es on hospital boards and 
commtttee', \Yhether Government or local 
authority. giYe their time unselfishlv. Some 
of tlre rnembet.s haYC made the Conduct of 
hospitals their hobby in life. They devote 
the whole of their time to this cause, and 
eYer~· spare n1ornent they have is giv8n to 
ho:spttal work. It _is a vety fine thing to see 
tins .,p]enchd sp1nt, and to know that the 
peo\'Ic are willing to gi vn such unselfish 
lJUbt;c :.:lrYJcc to the comn1urnty. 

The !JOn. member for Cook wants to know 
what is to be the dcstinv of the :.\1arceba 
hospital. · 

:\1r. KEXXY: I waHt to know "·hen you are 
going to make up vour 1nind as to IYhat vou 
arp going to do. ~ ~ 

'r!Je HOME SECRETAHY: Unlike that of 
th<• hon. mmnbct, my mind is made up; he 
has not ye-t reached the age when he c:1n 
make up his mind on anvthino-. The destinv 
of the .i\Iareeba hospital is ~ntirely in th'e 
hands of the people. The GoYcrnment haYe 
not forccll any hospital to co1ne under thP 
Hospitals Act. The maintenance of n hos­
pital is left to the people of the district if 
they can maintain. it. Sixty per cent. of the 
total cost of runmng that hospital is borne 
by the GoYernn1cnt, and it--:, position is 8imilar 
to \vhat it would be if it were " districted." 
Tn addition, the Goyernment made a grant 
to the c-ommittPe from thP '' Golden Casket" 
funds of £10 per oo,upied bed. Last year 
I made it a further special grant of £500. 

l\Ir. KEXXY: To come off the subsidy to be 
paid later. 

Th0 HO :'viE SECRETARY: Again I would 
call the attentwn of the people of JYlareeba 
to the contiro lack of knowledge of their 
repre,entatiYc of district affairs. The 
advance of £500 was made some months ago 
to the Mareeba hospital committee to enable 
it to carry on. aud '"'·as 1nadc as a free gift. 

:\1r. KEXKY: :!'\ow you are right. 

The HOl\1E SECRETARY: The hon, 
mcmber for Cook has been so busy, like 
Caesar of picture fame, trailing the hon. 
memb_er for Sanclgate, that he has had no 
trme m recent months to give any attention 
to the affairs of the Cook electorate. While 
he does not know how the Mareeba hospital 

is situated. he does know every nook and 
cranny of the Sandgate electorate. 

The remedy of the position raised by the 
hon. member for Ipswich also is in the hands 
of the Ipswich hospital committee and the 
loca! authorities concerned. I have agreed 
that any contributions by loca.l authorities 
to a hospital will be subsidised in the same 
1nanner as private subscriptions. Local 
authorities have given very generous assist­
ance to the Ip,wich hospital, and the com­
mittee of that institution can alter its rules 
to giye representation to those bodies. It 
is onlv right that it should do so. If the 
committee were requested to give that 
ropn·sentation l am sure it would imme­
diately alter the rules for that purpose. 
The repr0sentatives on that committee, with 
the exception of one nominated by the 
Govcmment, are elected by the contributors. 
The lpswieh hospital has a large number 
of contribLJtors of weekly sums from their 
wages. Employees of the railway workshops, 
the mines, a.nd some of the business firms 
in the Ipswich district have agreed to the 
deduction of a small sum cverv week to 
euahle the good work of that" institution 
to be carried on. That is another notable 
instance of the working people--the wage­
carncr::;-agrccing \Yithout cornplaint to a 
\Yeekh deduction, that in the course of a 
vca1· becorncs a hr-av.,- tax. The success of 
the Ipswich hospital prior to the depression 
wa' due to the fact that the great bulk of 
wage-earners in the district agreed to tax 
themselves more heavily than the average 
\Yealthy person ever did, to enable the work 
of the hoopital to be carried on. 

The Ipswich hospital, like the Mareeba 
hospital, is faced with bad times and may 
posoibly haYc to be "districted.',' The Go­
,·ernnwnt '''ill give CYcry po.-:sible assistance 
to enable voluntary committees to carry 
ou. but if tbev fail the onlv alternative is 
for those hospitals to co!no under the 
Hospitals Act. The:~• will then be controlled 
at the expense of the local authorities con­
cemed and the GoYernment. I am quite 
sure that if the local authorities in the 
Ipswich district make a submission to the 
Ipswich hospital committee it will be 
de:ighted to alter its rules to give the 
dc:-ircd representation. 

l\Ir. GLEDSOX: It was asked to do so, but 
turned down the request because it said it 
had no power under the law. 

:.\Ir. KEN:\Y (Cook) [11.35 a.m.]: At 
different times I have witne"ed the prosti-
1 uti on of power and authority, but this is 
the first example I have had in this Chamber 
of that occurring in the c,_,se of an hon. 
member occup,ving the position of a :Minister. 
Because I merely brought under the notice 
of the Home Secretary this morning a 
matter relating to the Mareeba hospital, 
that hon. gentleman advised me to look 
lifter mv own electorate and endeavoured 
to gain" a little political kudos from the 
information he had at h·1nd. He referred to 
o grant of £500 that had been made to the 
:\Iareeba hospital. 

The H011E SECRETARY: That was made 
three or four months ago. 

l\h. KEN).JY: I, as the representative of 
the district, did not know that fact. The 
hon. gentleman advised me to keep in touch 
with matters affecting my electorate and 
find out these things. I did not know about 

Mr. Kenny.] 
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that grant. simply because I was not advised 
by the Minister or his department. 

The Ho:uE SECRETARY: You were at SunJ­
gate. 

Mr. KE~"'y : You are a liar ! 
The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. 

member must withdraw the remark he has 
made. 

Mr. KEi'!NY: Y<'s, I withdraw, Mr. 
Hanson but when a Minister gets down 
into th~ gutter in order to obtain a little 
political kudos, it is time that somebody 
took him in hand. I approached the 
Minister nine months ago with a represen­
tative of the Mareeba hospital committee, 
and ask for financial assistance to enable 
the work of the hospital to be carried on. 
He advised me that he would consider the 
representations. Later I approached him on 
a second deputation and got hi, approval 
for making an advance of £500, which lacer 
would come out of the subsidy payable by 
the Government. Thev had their precept 
issued. ~ 

The HoME SECRETARY: That sum was 
made a gift to the committee in June last 
-four months ago. 

Mr. KENNY: From that time onwards 
I had no notification from the Minister or 
his department as to whether he had changed 
his mind or not. When I visited the depart­
ment to see how the rnattcr was progress­
ing, I found letters from the Secretary fm· 
Public ·works, the Secretary for Publlc 
Lands, and my late political opponent, Mr. 
Gardner, advising the Ministee to take the 
whole matter out of the hands of the hos­
pital committee and put control under the 
local authoritv. I also found another letter 
from the president of the Australian Labour 
Party, who is the brother·in-law of my late 
political opponent. I am looking for infor­
rnation, and I cannot get finality; yet the 
1\Iinistcr says, '· Look after your electorate." 
The Minister knows that the hospita.l com­
mittee recommended that this hospital be 
"districted," and it ad\ iscd hin1 tinw and 
again that it e:oulcl not carry 011. The coun­
cil cays, '· \Ve do not "ant the hospital 
· districted.' " The Australian Labour 
Party says to the' Minister, ·' Don't 'dis­
trict' the hospital; you rnay incur some 
political antagonism if you do." The whole 
question is being held. up for electioneering 
or politic:tl reasons. In the meantime the 
hospital is decaying and its disrepair is a 
disgrace to the HomP Department. A 
reque•t has been made for an advance of 
money to repair or rebuild it, but that can­
not bo done. \Yhen I approached the Minis. 
ter with a deputation, I was told by the 
hon. gentleman that if the hospital were 
" districted" a grant or subsidv would be 
given to construct a new hospital. In the 
rneantirne, the G-overnrnent are taking no 
action, but the Minister has the audacity to 
try to gain some political kudos by 
belittling the member for the district, from 
whom information has been withhold­
whether on his imtructions or not I do not 
know. Whenever a Minister adopts such 
tactics in this Chamber, I shall defend myself 
and the people I represent. The Minister 
can look through his file and see whether 
I have been advised about this grant. 

Other questions can be referred to on this 
vote. but I shall rpserve mv time so that 
I may reply to the 1\hnister when he 
fnrnishes this information. 

[Mr. Kenny. 

Mr. FOLEY (Xormunby) Ll1.38 a.m.]: 
Much interesting discussion has taken place 
on 1 he• question of hospitaL•, and stress has 
been laid on the advance made in providing 
hospital building•. A comiclerable amount 
of work has been done in that direction with 
the help of the tremendous "Golden CaskPt" 
funds available, but whilst that is an impor­
tant matter, it has been permitted to over­
,fcadow the more important question of the 
hospital treatment of patients. I have in 
mind particularly the system of hm;orar_y 
staffs in operation at the largest hospital m 
this State, the Brisbane General Hospital. 
The method of appointing that honorary 
.. taff is llot in the hands of the Hospitals 
Board, but under the control of a committee 
appointed by the honorarJ staff thernselv~s, 
and the result is that a good deal of di·­
content is sirr1n1Pring arnongst tho medical 
profc;;-·k-ion bceau~e uwn:,- rnembers of tht' 
profe8sio11 vvho OYer a period of years have 
made repeated application for appointment 
to th0 honcrarv staff of the Brisbane General 
Hospital l1ave 'been unable to secure appoint­
mcut. (~uit<' apart from that, the com­
nHn·-eial con~id('rations of the rnedical pro­
fc·ssion in relation to patients seeking admis. 
sion to the (ieneral Hospital cannot be o>·er­
lookPCl, for the average honorary doctor with 
a privat<' practice naturally has a leaning 
towards that practice. In consequence com· 
plaims arc made-I have had a number­
that people who for a considerable time 
have Lcen unable to secure the recommenda­
tion of members of the honorary staff for 
admi'"ion to the Bri,bane General Hospital 
have eventuallv had to have recourse to 
private medical praetitioners, which has put 
them to considerable expense that they could 
ill afford to incur. The time is opportune 
for the (;oYcrnmcnt to give consideration 
to lho elimination of the system of honorary 
medical staffs iu the Brisbane General 
Hospital and the adoption of the system 
followed in mo3t of the hospitals throughout 
Queensland. where a paid staff carries out 
the work rHnv undertaken at the Brisban0 
General Hospital by honoraries. I think 
that \YOuld be more satisfartou to the 
medical fmteruity, and it would tend to et 

more efficient service to that section of the 
conlmlPlih-. who fron1 titnC' to tirne g<'t treat­
ment in 'that hospital. 

:VIr. MooRE: You do uot bclie.-e that? 

Mr. FOLEY: I do. I ha,·e some idea 
of what I am speaking about. If the hon. 
gentleman would rnake inYestigations himself 
in the right quarter. he would find that what 
I am saying is based on fact. Th0 time i.l 
opporturw for consid0ration of thP appoint­
ment of a paid staff of specialists in place 
of the present honoran staff. If that were 
done, the commercial aspect that at present. 
enters into the matter "·ould be eliminated. 
v;hich would be a lasting benefit to the medi­
cal fraternitv as well as to those people who 
have occasiOn to require the services of 
specialists. 

I think greater consideration should be 
g·iven to devising a svstern that would afford 
better facilities to our young doctors for 
practice in operating before they take up 
their duties at countrv hospitals. As a 
result of certain practices or rules of eti­
quette, many of our yo_uni' docton are not 
allowed to approach w1thm 7 01' 8 feet of 
the operating doctor, and from that distance 
they are expected to absorb all the mforrn·1· 
tion necessary to make them master.; of the 
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technique of tho operation. What is the 
result? In our country districts throughout 
Queensland we have young doctors who have 
the necessary _thc'?retical knowledge to pass a 
mcd1cal exammatwn and obtain the necessarv 
certificate to enable them to practice, bu't 
many of them have not the necessary practi· 
eal expenence m operahons, and the result 
is that they obtain their practical experience 
1n those districts. That is not in the interests 
~,f the community. If we had paid specialists 
m our b1g hosp1tals and our young doctors 
recen·cd pract1cal training under the guid­
ance of skilled experts, then doctors who 
wont out to the country districts would have 
that practical experience which is desirable, 
and there would be a resultant benefit to the 
people generally. 

I put forward those suggestions for the 
consirkration of the :Yiinister. If he has not 
alcady investigated the matter, he will find 
that my statements arc accurate and that the 
time is ripe for a general alteration in the 
polic:-· now adopted. particularly in regard 
to the honorary staff at the Brisbane General 
Hospital. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubir1ny) [11.46 a. m.]: I am 
unable to agree with the suggestion put for· 
ward by the hon. member for Leichhardt. 
l:nder the present system the hospital gets 
the service~ of specialists who come there 
voluntarily, \Veek after week, and sacrifice 
a large proportion of their incomes. If his 
suggestion were a·doptcd, and the specialist-:; 
were salaried men, the hospital would not be 
able to get the same efficient specialists. 

Mr. FOLEY: How do they do it in other 
parts of the world? 

Mr. MOO RE: They do not get them. 
?.fr. FoLEY: They do. 
Mr. :YIOORE : The voluntary system secm·es 

the YPrv best serv1ce available from men of 
the higiwst qualifications and great experi­
ence. The Home Secretary made a most 
remarkable statement this morning. He 
sugges,.ed that the hon. member for 
Cunningharn was giYing an exhibition 
of swallowing his principles. If anv 
exhibition was given of a partv swallowin;,. 
its principles it was supplied by the part~ 
on the other side of the Chamber. The e;. 
Home SecretarY, the present Secretary for 
Mines, was of ·the opinion that the r}'eople 
in the country wore suffering by the present 
systclll. Realising that it \Yas advantageous 
to get the people in the countrv to make 
voluntary efforts to support thei1· own has· 
pitals, he introduced a Bill to amend the 
Hospit.als Act, and was supported by every 
meu1ber on the Government side of the Cham­
ber. The object of that amendment was to 
allow contributions made voluntarily to be 
set off against the contributions of the local 
authorities, the idea being to encourage 
people to assist voluntarily in the upkeep 
of their hospitals rather than have it clone 
bv taxation. To the extent that they assisted, 
t hf'l'e would be a reduction of the rate 
irnposPC] on them. The present Home Se01·e· 
tar,, brought in an amendment to repeal the 
,·ery am<>ndment that his predecessor had 
made. If there was ever an example of 
swallowing a principle, we have it here. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : That was to 
encourar:e people to work for the hospitals. 

:\1r. :\lOORE: The hon. gentleman is not 
going to get away so easily with that. The 
amendment of the then Home Secretary 
was that anv voluntarv contribution would bf• 
r0garclcd a; part of the precept of the local 

authoritv. The hon. gentleman did away 
with tha"t. The Secretary for Mines himself 
said he did not 11gree with that action 
because he recognised that the principle of 
his O\,-u amcnJment was good. 

The Home Secretary comes this morning 
~ntl a5scrts that the Royal Commission on 
Hospitals recommended a tax on wages, 
bLit he \\·as careful not to mention anything· 
else. I should like to tell the Committee 
what the commission did say, and these are 
the words of the report-

" Evidence with regard to this method 
of taxation was given at every centre 
visited, a.nd tho con1missioners were im­
pressed by the opposition shown thereto 
bv all classes of witnesses. With verv 
few exceptions it was condemned as 
'iHecluitable.' 

"Prestnt System Inequitable. 
Your commissioners are satisfied that 

the prc·cnt method of raising the com· 
ponent local authorities' quota towards 
the upkeep of hospitals is not the most 
equitable, for the following reasons:-

(a) The unimproved capital value is 
not ahvays a sure inJex to a rate­
pa.yel''s ability to pay; 

(b) A considerable number of 
people es<'apo direct payment; 

(c) Ratepa:-·ers contribute indirectly 
a' well as directly. 

In support of this contention the follow­
ing in~tanccs a.re given. The cases 
quot_ed arc persons employed in the one 
scrnce :-

Unimproved value of 
land on which 

rates are paid. 
(1) Salary £1.500 per annum Nil. 
(2) Salary £1,100 per annum £400 
(3) Salarv £950 per annum £290 
(4! Salary £800 per annum .. £600 

"It will be noted that (1}, who enjoys 
the l arge't income, contributes nothing 
direct to hospital maintenance through 
the local authority, whereas (4), who 
has the smallest salary, is called upon to 
pay the most." 

Cln page 14 of the report will be found 
the recommendation of the commissioners, 
reading as follows:-

" After full consideration your com­
missioners recommelJ.cl as the ' best and 
most equitable' method of financing 
public hospitals, that 

(1) A hospital fund l)e created by 
the collection of a special hospital tax 
on wagf~S, salaries, and income, with 
an exemption to persons in receipt of 
not more than £52 per annum from 
~uch sources." 

l\'ot \\ages only, but "wages, salaries, and 
income." with an exemption of £52 per 
annum ; Another passage in the report 
reads-

" The difference between the estimated 
expenditure and estimated income of the 
board shall be paid-

('') Bv the Treasurer who shall, out 
of moneys to be appropriated from 
time to time, for the purpose, pay for 
the board, out of the hospitals fund, 
an amount equal to 80 per centum of 
such difference; 

11Ir. Jloore.] 
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(b) By the component local authori­
ties. which shall contribute an amount 
equal to 20 per centum of such differ­
ence.,' 

Mr. W .. J. COPLEY: Your GoYernment had 
that report in 1930. 

l\ir. MOORE: I would ask the hon. mem­
ber not to be so impatient. I "ill read 
further. I do not think the hon. member 
has read the report: if he did he would 
not ha' e enough intelligence to understand 
it. The last paragraph reads-

'' Your co1nn1if'"ioners recognise that, 
o\ving to the present eronon1ic position 
and the nation-wide depression, your 
Excellen<'y's advisers n1ay decu1 this a 
most inopportune time to considPr the 
adYisableness to !en· anv additional 
taxation either on the indi~·idual or on 
industrY. In the meantime in order to 
:mitiga{e in son1c uJcasure the present 
inequity existing in n1any of the rural 
area:::, your conuni;;:sioners recomn1end 
the basis Df computing the quota to be 
contributed by the component local 
authorities should be altPrcd forthwith 
as hereinafter sugg0stcd. 

" In districts \r hi eh arc not, or m a v 
hereafter be. brought under ' The Ho~­
pitah, Acts. 1923-1929,' a greater measure 
of equity would be secured b: altering 
the present basis of computing the quota 
to be contributed by the component local 
authorities under the precepts issued by 
the rcspectiYe hospital boards from the 
Yalue of tl1o 'ratable lancV to that 
shown in column 9-appendix A-which 
is based on the aYerage of the levies cal­
culated on-

(a) Vnimprovecl Yalue (the present 
method); 

(IJ) I\ umber of ratepac ers; and 
(r-) Rates levied." 

The cotnnli!'sioners then proceed to giYc 
their reasons for the rt:'comnH'ndation. 

That \vas exactly the llD~jtion, but owing 
to the depresion the11 being experienced by 
everv State in Au~tralia the tirne ~Na~ not 
faYoln·n.blc to pnt the recornmcndation into 
operation. There is no occa,sion fm· the hon. 
g·entleman to tell a half-truth in this Cham­
ber. A half-truth is really worse than a lie. 

The Ho>IE SECHEL\RY: I did 110t tell a 
half-truth. it \H1S the truth. 

:\fr. :VIOOilE; It was a half-truth. The 
llon1e St•cretarv 118Yer rnentioncd '· inccrne" 
or " -alaries" 'at a 11. bnt stated only that 
it wa_s •· a tas:: on \YagC:"·" ..:-\r!d he did not 
rncnhon any exernphon was suggT:"ted. 
:\To,v, of cotuse, ha ha13 to ad1nit the facts 
and he is endeaYouring to get out of an 
invidious position. It is n1ost unsati~factorv 
that a Minister of the Crown. instnacl of 
giving the Cmnn1ittee inforn1atlon ealn1ly 
and dispassionatc1y, should c11deaYour to 
gain political capital out of the hospital 
question. l-Ie kno\v:;; the present ~ystcrn is 
inequitable. It, muet be inequitabie. The 
comn1issioners s_ny that it is irwquitable. 
F,verybody outs1de knows the value of the 
assertions made bv the l\:Iinister. Thcv are 
taken at their true· valuE'. It does not n~atter 
very much to him that the assertions he 
makes in this Committee are half-truths. 
The inequity of the basis is set out in the 
report in the following paragraph:-

" The reason for taking into considera­
tion the rates lcYicd instead of 'the un-

[Mr. Moore. 

improYed value' onlv is that the pr~clice 
of Yaluing land is 1lot uniforn1 through­
out the State. Some local authorities 
Yalue ' ]ow' and rat(' ' hig-h'; others 
Y.due 'high" and rate 'lo,v.' " 

There is the suggestion that to make the 
system more equitable it should be worked 
on a different basis. It must be so. The 
report points out that the system dares not 
work equitably and it gives examples to 
show that the cities pay considerably less 
than the countrv districts. It is not a 
question of anybody wishing to m-ade his 
financial responsibilities; it is only a ques­
tion of adopting a more equitable basis, 
and that should be the aim of the Govern­
ment The commission pointed out that 
owing to the depression throughout the 
country and the fact that an unemployment 
relief tax has been imposed upnn wages ,111d 
salaries it might not be advisable at the 
moment to impose a similar tax for the 
purpose of hospital finance. That was a 
rcawnable view to take. 'l'he question of 
an irnponding election vvas not invoh·l'd, 
because no election was pending in 1930. 

The Ho}IE SECRETARY: Of course you 
would never study its effect upon an 
election! 

Mr. :MOORE: EYerv Government dndies 
an election, but this \vas two years prior 
to one. \Vould not hon. members on this 
side have gained if that action had been 
taken in the interests of the country districts, 
and would they not have gained if we had 
decided to study the po"ible consequences 
on an election? \Vonld it not have been to 
our adYantage to ignore the dclnession and 
tlle tax upon industry, and to impose this 
additional tax as a sop to country districts? 
The whole hospital position hacl to be con­
'·idered in its relation to the industries of 
1 he State. The Home Serretarv has refencd 
to a tax upon \Yagp,1 for hospit;J arlruini:-"tra­
tion. but is there not a tax on \Ynge~ and 
salaries in \Vest.cm Australia 1 The whole 
position 111 QuPenslaHd is an inequitable 
one. b·Jt if the position of the various 
industries ir11proYe and increased ernplo:v-
111cnt is prcn-idcd it should be thP ai1n 
of the Government to get away from 
an inequitable systc1n and adopt a n1ore 
equitable one. I do not SUJ1)10SP that 
<1n.v l1on. member O}lpositc really de;;;ires 
that a person who O\Yns a farm shonld­
hcca use of the mere fact that he owns a 
farm--contribute to a far greater extent 
to hospitals than a man who has an assured 
income from salarv. This shonld not be 
a question of politi"cs; it should be a ques­
tion of equity. 

l\Tr. G. C. TAYLOR: I agree that iudu-try 
should contribute towards the upkeep of 
the hospitals. 

::\Ir. MOORE: It should contribute on an 
equitable basis, and that is the ·whole burden 
of my suggestion. The preoent system 
could not be more inequitable, and in con­
sidering its alteration we should not be 
guided by political considurations, but by the 
need of providing a hospital service for all 
the people on the most equitable basis so 
that each individual would contribute accord­
ing to his capacity to pay. The Home 
Secretary must know that the mere fact of 
owning a piece of land with an unimproved 
Yalue of £4,000 does not provide capacity 
to pay a hospital tax. The mere fact of 
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being an owner in possession does not pro­
vide ability to pay. Climatic conditions, 
low prices for commodities, and many other 
things must be considered. 

The HOME SECRETARY : An income of £3 
14s. a week to a wage-earner with a wife 
and family does not provide much ability to 
pay. 

l\1r. MOORE: Thoro are many owners 
of land with an unimproved value of £1,000 
or more who do not enjoy an income of oven 
£3 14s. a week and have to contribute to 
hospital upkeep to a greater extent th'tn 
people with large incomes; but nobody 
bothers whether they are able to contribute 
or not. \Vo should endeavour to see that 
the contributions are based on ability to 
pay and not merely on the unimproved 
value of the land owned. If the Home 
Secretary knew am·thing about the con­
ditions of people in the country he would not 
sneer at them and say that because their 
land carried a certain unimproved value 
they could pay. Ko consideration whatever 
is given to the fact that there may be a 
mortgage on the land. 

The Ho:\IE SECRETARY: I did not sneer at 
the country people. 

Mr. :\100RE : The hon. gentleman has 
been sneering at them ever since this debate 
began, and he has suggested that 1.hey 
possess ability to pay because they rmn 
land with a certain unimproved value. No 
<·onsidcration is given to the fact that the 
land may be mortgaged or that it may 
otherwise be liable to certain commitments. 
1\obody can justify the principles of owner­
ship of land and unimproved Yalue of land 
as a basis for hospital taxation. Naturally, 
in the more closelv settled areas of the 
cities the hospital ~ervice is availed of to 
a much gTr·ater extent than elsewhere but 
there should be equity in the system' pro­
viding for contributions for the upkeep of 
hospitak 

At 12 r:oon, 
Mr. W. T. KI:>G (cviurec), one of the 

panel of Temporary Chnirmen, relicYcd tiH' 
Chairman in the chair. 

Mr. ;',IOORE: I cannot sec that thcrr• ii 
anytl1ing \vrong in that. 

The HmTE SECRETARY: It is quite sound 
·if 11 e coLtld get a definition of " eqLlit.y.'" 

l-Ir. MOOEE: On acc.ount of the alrerccl 
financial position of the people it might be 
pos:-,ib1e to n1ak0 alterations in the 
tions put forward at that particular 
The suggPstion that because a rnan ha;. 
land of a certain unimproYed Yalue in the 
books of the lccal authority cloPs not takt• 
into consideration any liabilities that he 
may hnve on that lrtnd. Therefore. any 
precept levied on that land on the assump­
tion that it returns the landholder nn 
incmne is quite \Yrong. 

ThP 'vhole position is inequitable. That 
1s the point v.:e have arrived at. )Jo 
rnattrr ,vhat Government are in po,ver the 
inequity should be recognised and an 
en de::_ vour made to devise ;;:ome rnethocl 
ldll'rrby the people who haYe the ability to 
JJd!' >houU haYe responsibility placed on 
thPir ·, houldeb. If a h03pital is to he a 
connnunitv serYice, thC'n the cost of its 
upk""P should he ,houlderecl bv the whole 
community. The hon. gentleman knows 
th;;t the pricPs of "beep and cattle and all 

produ\'e obtained fron1 the 1ancl aro so low 
tba t the 1ncre fact of pos~e~~ion of lanJ 
doe~ not connote ability to pay. The basis 
of hospital taxation should be altered 1-o 
u, tr:Ol'e P--luitablo s~--stern. 

::He. \YATERS (l{elrin Gro-ce) Ll2.2 p.nJ.l: 
After li::;tcuing to the LeJ.der of the Op_Jo­
sition, one does not need very rnuch inlagina­
tion to understand the reason why the 
:\ationali~~t Party desires to di plar:e hint 
frorn its lcadt~rship. (Oppo5itioa Ji;;~cr1t.) 

1Ir. 1(!':.:-.;~;\·: There is !V} dt~sire to dis­
place him. Ho has the unanimous support 
of all his followers. 

:\Ir. \V.\TERS: He mav han' th, Enant­
nwus support of the hon. ~rnernber for Cook, 
-\vbo \va.nts to trans:cr his poiiti, a~ ali~'-?t?,i­
ance to Sandgatc. 

~lr. KEN;o;Y: I should not ',, ar:t your 
ELl;>port <tt any price. 

;yr,._ 'WATERS: The hoc:. wcm:. "r will 
not face the issue. I do not know hov;; any 
electorate could gTYe hiu1 it_::; unauinlOlL., 
su1Jport. 

:\Ir. 1\..LKXY: \Yhat. ha~. that gat to t~t..). 
with this vote' 

:.\lr. \VATERS: The ho11. nJerniJel' ir.tr;:.­
ducecl the rnatter. and I an1 go1ng to rep~y 
to hin1. 

:'\Ir. KEXXY: \Ye can 
l('V' l this morning if 
allow it. 

down to that 
Chainnan vvill 

The TEMPO!:U.RY CHAIIDL\:\': 'n:cr: 
:Ylr. :\loom: intet·jectNl. 

:Yir. \YATERS: I thought you had just 
coine out o~ the ~8W('r to clL•;i \'Cr your 
speech. 

Tlw TE}'lPORARY CJ-IAIIL\L\.:\": OrdPr: 
I a"-k tl1e hon. IlH'rnber to addre~~ h!nt:-'P~f 
to thP rnattPl' under discus3ion. 

Mr. WATERS: I 'vas getting to that 
point when I was interrupted. 

Mr. ~LHWELL: Mr. King, I ask that the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove be asked to 
withdraw his statement that the Leader of 
the Opposition had just come OLtt of the 
sewer to deliver his speech. It is offensive 
to me. 

The TEMPORARY CI-LUR:\IA::-J: I ask 
the hon. member for Kelvin GroYe to with­
drs w that statement. 

:\Ir. \VATERS: I withdraw. The remarks 
of tho Leader of the Opposition, particularly 
a' to the fmdings of the royal commission 
on hmpitals, reYcal the fact that behind 
all the statements made bv him and his 
followers about the equalltv: of hospital 
ruaintenance there is a desire to compel 
the Vi.·age-earners to pa:,~ for the upknep of 
hmpitals and let that section to which the,­
owe allegiance go unscathed. That is the 
point of view they ahvays take up. It is 
interesting to note that despite the finding·, 
of the royal commission that they ap­
pointed-which they appointed in the full 
knowlcdg<l that commissioners appointed by 
Con~ervative Govern1nents would bring in 
certain findings-the Moore Government 
were net game to gino effect to them. 
Those findings were made in November, 
1930. Hon. members opposite knew full well 
that if they imposed a tax on wages as 
recommended by the commission, it would 
mean their political extinction, hence their 
speeches this morning. 

Mr. Waters.] 
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I hope that the present hospital poJ1cy 
of the Government will continue. It has 
proved a success, and has been responsible 
for the developemnt of our hospitals to a 
pitch unequalled in any other State in Aus­
tralia. Labour's policy in thi, State', par· 
ticularl~ the policy of the Home ~ecretary 
in relation to hospitals, has achieved mccess 
fecond to none in Australia. In fact. it will 
be very difficult to get a more advanced 
hospital policy than exists in Queensland 
to-day. Undoubtedly, Mr. Chutcr, the 
Assistant Under Secretarv of the Home 
Department, is one of 't:hor~e re::-ponsibJe 
for the development of tlut policy, for he 
has given very valnable ocnice. :Mr. 
Chuter was one of the persons whom the 
:\ioore Government desired to ·· get at.'' 
Several reasons actuated the 2\.loorP Go­
\-ernmcnt jn appointing that l'o:yal conHnis­
sion; one was to displace J\1r. Chuter from 
the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals 
Board, v.hero }Je was rendering ;.;uch exe(d­
lent public senico for the community. The 
nsted interests--the British Medical .\ssocia­
tion-vvere anxious to have him rernoYed, 
and were able to bring such pre"'m·e to bear 
on the thf'n weak Prcrnicr that thcv accmn­
pbhed their objective. In his adiHinistra­
tion Mr. Chuter has undoubtedly given the 
public service .aspect n1ajor cousideration, 
which is as it should be. :1\o particular 
r0ason exists whv the British Medical Asso­
c~ation, who, afi:2r all represent then1selves 
and no other section of the community, 
should have the last word in hospital 
administration. I hope the time is not far 
distant when the honoran- medical svstem at 
the Brisbane General "Hospital "will be 
abolished and the work undertaken by a 
staff of paid specialists. The de la: s which 
occur at present by reason of the cumber­
some honorary system indicate clefinitelv that 
a (·hange is needed. and I trust that 'action 
will be taken in the direct-ion of tl1i3 and 
nthcr 1110rP cfficieJtt hospital facilitie~ v,·hc'l 
finance is avililablc. 

It is interesting to note that tile British 
~icdic:1l Associabon, a;;; a body, cou3i~trntly 
oppose the erection of such hospitals as '"e 
::1rc building in Queensland, clain1ing that 
the modern general ho,pital is too good for 
the ordirutr)' patient. In a rf'{'C'Ylt issue of 
'he "British Medical ,Journal " the opinion 
was expressed that hospitals '''ere being 
made too attractive and that the present 
expcn<lltnrc on that class of buildin12: should 
cease. I hold the view that WP c~'lmot do 
enough for the public hospitals, and I hope 
that, with thP exten:-:ion of public hos.nltai 
facilities. consideration will be given to. the 
settmg up of int0rmediate wards in these 
hospitals. At the }JrCSt'nt tinw persons in 
receipt of slight[.. in exct'Ss of the basic wage 
are forced to go to a private hos]>ital, 
wh1cl', .as those "·ho have had experienc0 
know, 1s a heayy expense. I tru~t thnt 
ultimately. when the Brisbi!ne General 
Hospital is established to the fullest extent. 
fl full-time medical staff will be provided 
m ever.'i sectwn and that treatment will be 
available to all JWrsous who come 'vithin a 
spe.cified income catPgorv. After all, the 
Bnsbane G.cneral Hospital. or anv other 
pnbhc hosp1tal, should han such facilitie' 
as will enable any ca~e of n1ajor in1portance 
to be dealt witl1. and the most up-to-date 
equipment should be installed. 

I pay tribute to the Home Secrt'tarv for 
making funds tnailable for the erection" ol a 

[Mr. Waters. 

Women's Hospital in Brisbane. \Yhe:o com~ 
pleted, that hospital will be one of the fineot 
in the southern hen1i~phere and will bo o1 

lasting monument to the humanitarian policy 
of Labour and to the fact that the Labour 
Goverrnnent in Queensland have done much 
for the sick and needy of the community. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, Ithaca) [12.11 p.m.]: The Leader of 
the Opposition appeared to be rather hurt 
because 1 suggested that the policy of the 
:,: ationalist l'arty was to support ltospitEtls 
Uy a tax on '''age.:;. That is the recommcn­
Jation as he read it from the report of the 
royal commission. " Salaries and incon1es " 
arc added with tlw intention of deluding th,, 
w,tgt•-eamer into the belief that he was not 
to be w hadlv hit. The recommendation was 
that there siwuld be a tax on wag·cs. It 
''as not recommended that there should be 
a graduated tax, it rneant that the same rate 
'honld be imposed, nnd if that method were 
carric_'d out it would nH·an that an unfor­
tunate vvagc-earncr -who 1night be engaged 
at some laborious occupation on half wages 
would have to shou le! er the same burden as 
people who arc able to indulge in the highest 
fonn.s of extra\-agaltcc. ::\'"o 1nention is 1nade 
of a !'raduated tax, and knowing the objec· 
t10n of the :\ioore Gon'rmnont to that form 
of taxation we can rest assured it: ;,youlci 
nol have been a graduated lax. 

I will explain to hon. member·~ what a 
tax on wages, salaries, and incoinos \Yould 
Jllean. Tbe t.ax on \Yages, salaries. and 
inco1nos for relief purposes, which is gradu­
ated tax, and applie.3 at rates of from 3d. 
to 1s. in the £1 on incomes over £1.000 a 
:;car. brings in a return of £1,954,000. The 
sta111p tax on wages brings in £L214.0JO, 
leaving a balance of £740,000. It will be 
:;;::ecn that a flat rate tax on wage;;. salarie£f 
alJ[] incomes would moan that the wage· 
earner would pay fh·e-sixths of the co't of 
nmning the hospitals. That is what I meant 
w}H-"n I said that the late GoYPrnn1ent wanted 
to unload the cost of lllaintaining rhe hos­
pitals on to the wage-earner. The late 
Govcrnrncnt did not do it, became thev 
feared the axe, which thev cventcwlh· g~t 
ut the 1932 election. · " 

Reference was made bY the Leader of the 
Opposition to n1y ha virlg elirninatcd sonlc­
thing \YhirJ1 bad previous1y been in:-;ertecl 
in the Hospitals Act by the ex-Home Sc•crc­
tary. the present Secretary for Mines. That 
is true. The Labour Government ai"f" not 
concrete from the ears up. I-Iaving intdli­
gence and a desire to do things, the Govern· 
mc-nt keep on improving· their work at CYOry 
aYailnblc opportunity. Because wo passed an 
.\et in 1915 with the object of doing certain 
things, it does not follow that it repre··cnts 
tbe 1in1it of our wisdon1 or achievenH~nL 
The work of the Labour Party is progres­
sive, and if \Ye can sec a way clear to m aln.,. 
improvements we have the intelligence to do 
,o. Tlte Leader of the Opposition referred 
to the provision which allowed the peojlle 
in a local authoritv area to raise their share 
of the contributioi1s bv voluntarv effort if 
they wished to do so. ·They could raise the 
ruonc:v by art unions, fctt!S, dances, and so 
on, and not have to put a penn~· on to the 
rates at all; but no local anthority received 
a shilling under that provi~ion, ;;;howing 
that the people as a whole would sooner 
have a tax equitably spread over all resi~ 
dcnb of the hospital district rather than 
have the work left on the ehoulders of those 



Supply. [:!5 OCTOBER.] Supply. 961 

\~:ho arc more gcrwxous and willing to do 
it. Nobody has taken any interest in raising 
funds for any hospital in this way, and a 
~reat percentage of those who can best 
afford to contribute do not do so. Those 
peopie who have done the work ha,-e alwa'.s 
a Hneaking sort of feeling that thev ai-e 
looked upon. as fools by the people wl1o are 
PYaclmg then share of responsibilitv to the 
State. That provision was put ir1 by the 
hon. member for Maryborough "-hen he was 
Home Secretary, in order to allow the local 
authority· to raise by Yoluntary means-

Mr. TozER: Did you ever trv since the 
hospitals tax came in? V 

The HOME SECRETARY: Nobody tried 
to do it. 

:Vir. TozER: You cannot raise a penny. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The people 
realise that it is better to make eYcrybody 
do h13 share. In addition, provision \~?as 
made in the Act that in the eYent of 
bequests being made to hospitals, thev eJso 
IYOcJld be. set. off against the local authori­
ties contnbutlons to the hospital maintaill­
C!ICC fund. li any one left a bequest to 
the Dnsbane General Hospital, instead of 
bewg an adYantage to the Hospitals Board 
1: \Yould become a credit to the Brisbane City 
( ounc1l and other component local authori­
ties and reduce their precept bv that amount. 
\Ye have not many people 1n Queensland 
who do leave such bequests-I do not think 
tticrc arc any from Cape York to Coolan­
g·atta who would make a bequest to a local 
auti1ority iu order to save it frorn le\·ying 
t"atC". Consequently bequests become almost 
uuheard of. The only ones received now 
are thuc<e ur1der wills made years ago before 
tlJc Hospitals Act was passed. Recently a 
woman left £5,000 to the Maryborough I'Ios­
!'ital. That lady never intended to leave 
t i1at 'um to the ;y1aryborough City Council. 
!lad that been her intention she would 
l.ano. heen intelligent enough to word her 
wlll m ouch a way as to say so. She left 
that mm to the hospital. That matter was 
taken up at the request of those local authori­
ties \vho lme\V it would be immoral to 
t inntrt the wishes of the deceased lady by 
J,anding the sum over to the local authoritv. 
Th''.l' requested that the amount be u•;~:d 
in the . improvement of the hospital ser­
' 1ce. wlnch was in operation for the benefit 
of tl1c comrnunitv. The amendment to the 
ad I introduced enabled this to be done. 
l:lefotc the Act was thus amended the Local 
,\uthoritics Conference passed a resolution 
n>king that it be done and a dPput.ation 
~~~arted upon me asking me to do it. They 
rc·ahsed that with the Act as it \Yas no 
c·ll'ort w.ould en:r be made locally for hospi­
tal serviCes, nor would it induce people who 
n:1ght happen to be desirous of making a 
I cquest to the hospital to put their desires 
iroto eff~ct. The amendment to the Act now 
';rake·• it possible for the people of any 
(l]stnct to make an effort locallv for some 
modern equipment· to be installed in their 
hospitol. For instance, a local effort can 
lw, made to provide an X-ray plant o\- any 
otllfT spee1al service. l\1oneys can be raised 
and UBPd for a specific purpose. Anv person 
rlc·~irous of making a bequest to a particular 
l,ospital can ·do so, knowing that the pur­
poHe for wh1ch the money is bequeath<•cl wiil 
be respected. If money is left to the hospi­
tal lJOard as a general bequest, it must be 

to provide some additional or improYecl 
and not for general maintainence 
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or the reduction of the amount of precept 
to be levied by the local authority. No 
testator would bequeath money for the relief 
of rates. When money is bequeathed to a 
hospital, the benefactor must have at the back 
of his or her mind a dc>ire to improve the 
hospital service. 

Mr. TozER: Your GoYernment amended 
tlte Act the year before last. 

The H0~1E SECRETARY: Yes, at the 
request of the Local Anthoriti< s' Association. 
A~ a rnattcr of fact, it '"Tas tbat association 
\\hi eh brought that phase of the Act to my 
notice: and. after concideration, the Govern­
ment 'decid~d that the Local Authorities' 
Association ·was right. The st~ction as. it 
pnn;rou~l v rrad was a detc-rrent against 
beqncsts to a h0spital or the raising of rncncy 
by local effort. 

The matter of the ~lnrccba Hospital has 
bcpu brouc:ht bPfore the Committee. The 
lac;:t con1n1~lnicatjon rcce1Ycd from the hon. 
n:cmber for Cook is elated "2nd October, 
1934.'' and is addressed to the A'"stant 
Cnder Secretary, :\1r. C. E. Chnter. Search­
ing- through the file I find that no other 
lt,fter or cnmn1unication waf' receivc~d frmn 
!tim "ince the 14th Frbruarv last. On 14th 
Fc'bruarY le,st the hon. member for Cook 
( nlled ~pon nu~. accmnpanied b,y a lVIr. 
Xcwell. The latter g-entleman placed the 
position of the ::\farerba Hospital before me. 
and T decided that that institution should 
rcc('iYe :.;ornc as5:isranee. ~\11d this ls an 
i1.qancc of the condition into which volun­
t n.r~' hospitals get durlug tinws of dPprC's­
-..ion. \Yhen the workr:r~ have not got the 
li!oncy io contribute towards the Jnaintenance 
of the hospita I. The position of tho Marceba 
IIosrJita 1 last year Y\'as rtS fo11ow~: ~ 

£ 
Lc1('R l subs<.riptio;,s 710 
\Yorkpr:./ con-:-riburinr:" 228 

Eedowmont 
Golden Casket 2_: 1 :ll t 
~pccial grant 

1.165 
395 
5C:J 

938 

£2,060 

The contribution> m the :\Iarot'bn Hcspital 
last year arnourHPd t'J £7lG. The working 
people of the Ralh\ a~· Depart1nent have a 
contrlbutorv schr11H'. a !lr1 tn' df·d nctions front 
their "·age~ the nmotL.t ( ( £228 wa::1 rajscJ. 
,:\.._ group of "·or;.;:~'r:- {·mnribqtcd £228. as. 
agn inst £710 contriLut d by the retnainder 
(•f the con1n1unitY' The GoYernmE-mt n1adc 
a contribution of £2.060 tO\Yards the main­
!C'Cwnco of that lwsnital. \Yhat wrt of 
•· Yoluntary systt:.'Ill - l ould (\1:0 call thjs, 
when £2,060 has to con1o from the GoYorn­
ll1f'Ilt bt·cause thP lo' d connnunity raised 
only £938, and of rlun anwnnt £228 can1P 
l)v \Ya v of \·olunt, rr d0d.uction~ from the 
~-.~ar;cs 'cf thr worki1~fr people·: Hon. ITlCHl­

b~·r~ can sec the no~itlon into ''>hich thm~e 
Lospitals are drifti1;g, CPrtainly the Govern­
ment did not begrudge the hospital the 
nnlount granted. Ti:mes har1 hern b.aJ in 
rhc ).1arecba district. The Gorernrnent rnake 
l"·cr;v cndeayour to\vard~ tlJC maintenance of 
a ho"Jpital. The s~•ryiee rnust be kept going 
8t all co;.:;t...;. If the connnun1ty desire that 
t h('1r institution b0 ea rriH1 c;n under tlw 
'' Yoluntary systen1,"' thell. ( f course, WP. a3 
the Go,·erninent, giYe :.dl t h0 assi~tancc in 
<,ur vow('l'. The ~·iev·p(lint of the Gnvern­
i:llt.'Lt is that thP ho~pital SLJ Yice rnust not 
cea~e, and if the circ~unstance.::. arc such that 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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a. giYen hospital canno~ function as a." volun· 
l 1 r!- ., ho~rital, _then 1t n1ust f~nctton as a 
"di,t,·ict" ho,p1tol. The serv1co must be 
t!:Cl'c for tlw benefit of the people, The 
sr-~·cinl grant to the l\Iaroeba IIospital was 
fir>:t u.·lycn as an advance in order to see ho\v 
the c~ommittee would carry on; but it was 
conwrted iMo a grant in ,June last. The 
department has been very liberal towards 
the '\Iarceba :Hospital in maintaining the 
sen-icc; but it is our duty to see that such 
srrYicP-, arc carried on. The story of 
Marreeba could be repeated in connection 
with a multitude of other countrv d1stricts 
in the State. The Leader of the Opposition 
sn:;·!l:estf'd that thr: Governn1ent did not worry 
ab·();,t the country people; but I guarantee 
thc1t !re could not go iHto any country hos­
pitai in Qtwensland to-day \Yithout seeiug 
:;nmc·what the same kind of record~assist­
a nee g-ladly and freely gi.-en by the Homo 
Depn nmcnt to enable the ho,.pital services 
tu h• carried on. 

~lr. KEKKY (Cook) [12.25 p.m.]: In 
rep:y to the Minister I wish to say that it 
iP. quite corrf'ct that there is no commurnca­
tion c;n the files of the department from me 
bPt\H'C'll 14th February, 1934 and 2nd Octo­
ber, 1934. Although I wrote on 2nd October, 
1934. after an interview with the l\Iareeba 
hospital committee, I have had no acknow­
ledgment to that letter, and that is twenty­
UueC' days ago. 

The HoME SEtRET.IRY: You did not write 
to lllP. 

2\fr. I(ENNY: That makt>R no difference; 
all the correspondence comes before the hon. 
g-ellt!Hnan. The department has been trymg 
to grr. him to n1akc up his rnind. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: \YhNe were you 
betv·c, n February and October? 

~h. EEN:\"Y: I shall tell the Minister. 
Duri11c: that tim<' I \\'as interviewing· depart­
tucnt:il o(-ficf'!\-:, and time and time again 
I to d them that J realised the position of 
the cknartnwnt awl that I did not wish to 
f'Inban:uss it. 

Th,· HoME SECRETAHY: I went to lVlareeba 
and -aw the hospital committee myself. 

.>c:·. KEN!'\Y: T al:owed the :Minister to 
n1ake his sp00ch )\"ithout interruption, and 
I expect the oamc coul'tesy from him. I 
tried to lwlp him when I raised this ques­
tion, but lw endca You reel to belittle me by 
gf'!tit<g down to the gutter, as he usmdly 
trie.• to get clown to the gutter. 

Th· Ho~IE SECRETARY : I wan tee! to :.eo 
yon. 

:\h. KENNY: On 16th February, 1934, 
I rccci·;cd a notification from the depart­
meut advising that if the council would 
mal c pao\nJL'Itt to the hospital committee 
tlH' Govetnnwnt vi.-ou1cl endow the grant. 
_\ftt'r t ~1at the Govcrnrnent did make an 
ad 1·unrt! to the hospital comrnittee against 
cudcnnncnt that it \Yas to get later on. 
I "····' advised of that on 16th February, 
1934. but I had no curnn1unication after 
t!,: t. The ,;rant of £COO that the ::VIinister 
mentioned in this Chamber, which I should 
han' known about. was agreed to by him 
when ho interviewed the committee in the 
cour~e of his vi:"it North in July this year. 
He ::wcle that grant then. but he did not 
not:f. rne 1 us the hon. member for the 
district. and he did not intimate to hi' 
>Of!icers that they should advise me. 

~fr. BR,\ND: Why: 

[Ifon. J.,' . . ll. Hanlon. 

:VIr. KEJ\'NY: For political purposes, 
pure:y and simply. How c~:ruld he expect 
the hon. member for the dtstrrct to know 
about that grant? It shows w_here the abuse 
of privilcr;e and power 1s commg m for poh­
tical purpose,. 

The Ho~JE SECREHRY: Have you not had 
time to call since J nly? 

Mr. KENNY: If the Minister will inquire 
from his officers thev will toll him that I 
have been in his office every month inquir~ng 
about the position. It is not the fnnctwu 
of a member of Parliament to annoy a 
department by calling every day when a 
request has been lodged; he awaits notifica­
tion when action is taken. 

Mr. \YrLLLDIS: The Minister has been ;,l 
this Chamber for four days a week. 

Mr. KEN~Y: He was not in this Cham­
ber between 16th February, 1934, and 14th 
August, 1934. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have been here 
~ince August. 

Mr. KEXKY: I do not blame an hon. 
nrumber for developing an argument agaiMt 
hi, opponent. but at least I expect the hon. 
gcnt:crnan to be fair and to quote faces 
I do not expect an abuse of power and 
privilege for political purposes. The Minis­
ter he s vet to learn that if he cannot be 
fair \V8 shall treat with him in that way SO 

as to secure the instice to \\-hich vve are 
entit'ecl. Tf he 'will develop hi;; argu­
ments on sound linos based on facts we shall 
deal with bim on the same basis. He has 
never rec0i\·0d anything but courb:~sy front 
mc, and he is neYer likely to be treated 
othc·nvisc so long as I arn treated w1th 
cou1·teov bv him. I object to the attitude 
he has 'takr;n up to-day. ·He made that grant 
at Marecba and did not notifv me, and on 
looking at the file I can see r!o notification 
thcrcon. He has not said a word about the 
repairs to that hospital. One of his oftiC<~rs 
visitcd the institution to report upon 1ts 
phvsical condition, and I now challenge the 
Minister to read 1fr. Bradbury's report to 
tlw Committee. The report sets out. ~bat 
the buildings arc in a dilapidated cond1t10n, 
that the floors and walls are rottmg away, 
and that naturally people with m?ney go 
el-;cwhere for treatment. )Jo defimte deci­
sion has been rnade bv the Governn1cnt~ 
but if thev are determ'!ned to " district " 
this hospital then the Minister knows that 
he can make an advance to enable the 
people to build a new hospital. 

The Hwm SECRETARY: Do you not think 
that the people ,,-ho have money and go 
dsewhorc for trC'atment should contnbute 
voluntarily to this hospital" 

1\Ir. I\.:E?\~Y: I£ it was " districted 11 

thcv would have to do so. I an1 referring to 
the- report of ~Jr. Bradbury. 

The Ilmm SECRETARY interjected. 

Mr. KE:-\~Y : I know it is getting under 
the skin of the Minister. but I cannot help 
that. Mr. Bradbury alw reports that no 
provision is rnade--

The TEMPORAHY CHAIR;yiAN: Order ! 
The hon. member has exhausted the time 
allowed him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BRASSI?-JGT0::\1 (Fortitude T'llllcy) 
[12.30 p. m.J : I desire on this yotc to pay a 
tribute to the cflkicncy and good work car­
ried out bv the Brisbane and South Coast 
Hospitals "Board in the administration of 
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the Brisbane General Hospital. That work 
has been noted by all, who will agree that 
the administration is hig·hly efficient and 
that the general public receive good ser­
vice. I commend the work of the secretary, 
:Mr. Bolton. and the Assistant Under Secre­
tan. :\Ir. Chuter. As representative of the 
district in which tho hospital is situated I 
have had much to do >vith them in the last 
twelve months. I can sav sincerely that at 
all times they haYe give; me muc_h assist­
ance in the interests of the hosprtal and 
the district I represent. 

It is also pleasing to say that the Yery 
progr·essive hospital policy laid down . by 
the former Labour Admmrstratron rs bemg 
contirmecl by the present Government under 
l he careful guidance of the present Home 
SecrPtary. It is gratifying to learn that 
t hP hospital system throug~out the State 
has ill recent Years shown a d1st1nct nnprove· 
ment. One has a vivid recollection of the 
o1cl titne system belieYcd in by hon. n1en1-
bers opposite when hospitals were allowed 
practically to look after themselves. It 
remained for this party to introduce a sound 
progressive policy which meant much. in 
!lJC administration and progress of hosprtal 
scrYiccc, Thanks to the Labour Party the 
ho,pital system operating in this State is 
the finest in the Commonwealth. The system 
wherebv maternity wards have been added 
to the 'hospitals has brought immense bene­
fits to the people. 

As the representative of Fortitude Valley 
I desire to express my appreciation of the 
fact that the Government are now proceed­
ing wittt the erection of a vYomen's Hospi­
lid adjacent to the General Hosprtal. . I 
admire that decision, but shall not be satrs­
ficd until I witness on the present site of 
the Brisbane General Hospital an up-to­
date hospital block in keeping with the 
i'1lportance of this city, and one which will 
be· a credit not only to the Government but 
the people as well. 

Considerable comment has been made by 
the Opposition rP!atiYe to the methods of 
financing hospitals. In assessing the value 
of those comments one is justified in recallmg 
rho attitude adopted by them in the past 
and coJnparing it with their present atti­
tude. Apparently their attitude is similar 
to their attitude 'generally on the principles 
of taxa.tion, that is, that the masses of 
the people should bear the burden while 
their rich friends should be exempted where 
possible. This much can be said: that 
boiled down the arguments advanced by the 
Oppo.,ition amount to taking tho burden of 
hospital taxation off the shoulders of those 
hest abl0 to bear it and placing- it on the 
,houldPr.' of those least able to bear it. 
I subscribe to th6 policy of the Government 
which la vs down the axiom that the inci­
dence of taxation shall be borne by those 
best able to bntr it. JYiu,ch criticism has 
taken place on that policy. 'The hon. mel:r­
lwr for Cook. in the irrespon,ible way m 
which he usuallv addresc.es this Committee, 
has endeavoured to make out a case in 
faYom· of the retention of the worn out 
sntem of voluntarv contributions for hospi­
t;ll finance. Charit.v is all rig-ht in its place, 
and Yoluntarv confributions also have their 
place. '!Ut e~perience is most valuable. in 
deciding "\vhether committees admin1stcr111F~· 
hospitals should rely on Yoluntary contri­
butions. the great bulk of which comf' from 
thos0 least able to afford them. I can bring 
practical experienre to my aid, for I was 

once the member for an electorate in the 
south-\vestern portion of tl1is State in which 
I observed the operation of the voluntary 
sYstem. I haYe a very definite argument 
to adduce this morning to show that the 
svstem intro-duced by the Government_ pro­
Y,iding for district hospitals and for equrtable 
taxation is far ahead of the old_ system 
IYhich relied upon voluntary contnbutrons, 
bacl<ed bv subsidies from the Government. 

,\t 12.37 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

::\lr. DRASSINGTO:\: I need only refer 
to the fact that the majmity of the efforts 
Ulh{er the voluntary sy:3ten1, ::so far as country 
hospitals were concerned, we.rc undertaken 
bv \vorking men. Race mectrugs and other 
fOrms of entertajninent3 were organised for 
the purpose of raising funde, and after a 
nun1bcr of years of experience an ex.annnat~on 
of that oystem lea-ds me to the conclusron 
that approximately 75 per cent. of . the 
reYenue raised for the support of hosprtals 
came from the efforts of the working· people 
in those districts. A further examination 
will show that where the system of volunt':uy 
support is retained in country d1stncts 
to~dav tlwt svstem is justified and supported 
bv th~se wh'o under the district system, 
\\;ould contrib~te most. That in itself is a 
straightout proof that under the vol1;1nta~y 
system the owners of large propertH'' m 
pastoral and other districts do not pay pro­
JlOrtionatcly the sum contnhuted by the 
worken in those districts. That system_ rs 
rctailled by peoph' who fear the introductron 
of the district system because they will be 
called upon to imy au cquibtble amouut if 
that svstem is >tpplied to therr drstnct. Let 
me gi\~e an illustration to show which is the 
nto1 c successful svste1n. The progressrye 
town of CharlPvill"e has been much in the 
limelight in the past few days in connection 
with the Melbourne Centenary an· ra~e. 
Although it is one of the most progressrve 
tO\Yn . .., in \Yp;;;t('rll QuC'Cll:--land. UlJ to _the 
present it call only clain1 to h.:~ve a ho~p1taJ 
that is inferior, both in dc;;;tgn_ and con· 
struction, to hospitah in. the St. Geor~e and 
Dirranbandi distrjct:-:. Ihe reason 1~ th1-t 
Charleville has retained the old system of 
,~oluntary support. but I am glad to note 
that rccent.lv a n1oYe was 1nade to rntroduce 
n hettt~r sv~tern and to erect an up-to-date 
hospital rnOre in l-::c(,11ing 'sith the to1Yn and 
the id<•als of its pcopie. As againct the 
experience of that tmYn. let me _quote the 
position in the St. Georgc an~l Drnanl~andi 
portions of the Balonne distrrct. Some 
l"(>ll;;,iclerable tin1c ngo the district :-:-ysten1 
"a~ applied. and as a tc:::ul~,. a ~ost l~p-to­
date and fully~eqnipped hospnal rs ayarlable 
in each tov;nl. lvforeoYer, tl1cse hosp1tals 
nwet with no criticism. either from those "~ho 
sub.scribe the bulk of the tax or from those 
1vho maY not contribute owing to their very 
limited 'income. It <an be very definitely 
stated. ther<•fore. that more progress has been 
made· in hospital administration where the 
di~trict svstctn is aYailecl of than in <li~trict:;; 
that still" cling to the old \YOrnout idea of 
maintaining their institutions by voluntary 
~n b:-criptions. 

I ha vc Yerv decided Yir;ys on the important 
quostion of hospitctl administration. and 
whilst I desire to compliment the CO\·ern­
uient on the introduction of a progrcs:-;tve 
nolicv I shall not bn satisfied until tbn day 
~rri,:f-s when hospita1 ancl arnbu1ancc scr·dce~ 
--and the ambulance org-ani . .-ation ls f1nding 

J.lr. Bmssington.] 
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jt difficult to carry on under tho pre-sent 
voluntary system~are directly controlled bv 
and responsible to the State all along the 
line. When that day arrives we shall be 
able to say ;;ith truth that an equitable 
progressive systmn is operating in the 
inten:,ts of the people of the State. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [12.41 
p.m.l: Refereuce has been made this morning 
to the report of the Roval Commission on 
Hospitals appointed by the Moore Govern­
ment in 1930. That commission drew atten­
tion to the desirability of compulsory third­
party risk insurance in respect of motor 
vehicles and pointed out the burden on 
public hospitals arising from motor vehicie 
accidents. During the year prior to the 
,itting of the commission 269 motor car acci­
dent cases were admitted to the Brisbane 
General Hospital, and on the average each 
?a se was attended to for twenty-one days; 
m o_ther words 5, 716 days were spent in 
hospital by patwnts who had suffered injury 
through motor car-_ The commission rightlv 
pom~ed out that it was unable to say 
defimtoly how many of those accidents could 
Le attributed to. negligence on the part of 
:Jn:ers or neglig-ence on the part of the 
mc!Jndual who was injured but the commis­
sion definitely recognised that consideration 
should be given to the de,irableness of intro­
ducing compulsory insurance against third­
party nsk. I w10h to advo<;ate that method. 
At the present time there are a tremendous 
number of cars being driven in Brisbane 
and throughout the State which do not carry 
one penny of tl-urd~partv H1surance and are 
a definite menace to the community' if driven 
neg!igontly. It does not matter how careful 
an 1nchvJClual is, then• is always likely to be 
an elernent of negligence in his driving. 

. \ Inotor c.ar con:pau~· \vhich is in liquida· 
t~on hu;_; car . .:.; pl_u1ug for hire in Brisbane 
at th'' pre-.cnt tinw. '"'cl in the event of 
accidE'nt. with :-:PrioLI" or fatal re~·ults clue 
to nog1ig·cnce on the part of drivers 
employed by _the company. not one penny 
of compematlon could be obtained from 
tl:e. cornpany: nor wouid there be anv possi­
lJJlTty of obtaining am·thing from the car 
drJvP_r, bcr:ause hi.s "d.ges would hardly be 
sufficJPnt to support him. In 1928 the New 
Zealand GovcrPment con,idered this matter 
and ltltroduc_ecl a measurP compelling owners 
of .motor Vt~h!clr-:-:: to tu kc out insurance against 
third-party l!lsurance. It is under the con­
trol of the Government. and I take it that 
the rremimds are collected in a similar 
man_ner to the coUcctiof' of main roads regis­
tratwn fees m this State. I suggest to the 
Homo Secretary. and also to the Assistant 
Treasurer as 1\Tinistet· admini:::terin?" the 
State Gov':rnmc:1t ~nsurance Office. that a 
thorou!Ih mvcstlgatlon he made into the 
possibility of introducing compulsory third­
.nartv 1nsnrnncc fen n1otor cars in Queens· 
land. 

Mr. G. C. T \ YLI>R (Enor,qera) [12.44 
n.n1.l: I think thP dHcu~sion thj 8 morning 
has, to a certain extent. d8\·eloped the argu­
ment put forward b,- me last night in regard 
to ~he maintenan'c<> a1;d equipment of 
hosp1tals. TherP " CYJdently a feeling­
amongst members on both sides of the Com­
mJttec that the old system cannot success­
fnllv maintain the hospital services of this 
~t<:te; and the only difference of opinion 
IS m regard to the manner in which the tax 
shall be raised. I believe that the workers 

[Mr. Brassington. 

in industry, who contribute the major cost 
of hmpital maintenance to-day, and the con­
trollers of inductry should be taxed to main­
tain hospitals upon a national basis. The 
(~ovcrnment are doing their be't under lhe 
system of subsidies. 

The people who control the ·hospitals and 
the subscribers in the various centres cannot 
agree on the question of "districting" their 
hoopitals. During my recent trip 1'\orth I 
I'ISJted the .Mareeba hospital. The institu­
tion was a disgrace not only to hlP d~~t·nct 
but also to the persons who were funct;•Jl!­
in'O !'_s the committee of the ho~pital. The 
IJLnldtngs ·were fa1ling to piece~ and \VPI't: 

uuhealrhy and unhygienic. Th£~ro wa.s the 
sorr.Y spoct.aclc of a nursillg Ristcr endcayour­
ing- to gterilisc instruments in a cut do\vn 
kero::>i~ne tin o\·cr a prirnus stoYo. That i.-; 
a striking illustration both to the Govern­
ment and the people of tho district of the 
need of a s.vstilm of nationalisation of ho'­
pitals. Under the present system of public 
mb,cription. hospitals cannot be maintained 
in an efficient manner, equipped with the 
ncC'e~sary in1plmncnts and Inade hygienic­
enoug-h to g·ive the best service to the unfortu­
nate individuals who have to make use of 
them. There is no doubt that if the State has 
anivcrl at this sta[(e of lack of development 
a nrl under-equipment of hospitals the qtws­
LIDn of their upkeep will have to become a 
national one. \Vhether the hon. member hr 
Cunningham likes it or not. the svstcn1 in 
operation to-dav can be improved upon but 
nnlv by an equitable distribution of the 'co~t-, 
of the sen-ice. Nationalisaticn is basf'd on 
the principle of equity. I consider that the 
industrial workers \vould not contribute ono 
p0nny rnorc under ~uch a system than thPy 
a_re contributing under the s_vsten1 in opera· 
t10n at the present time. The instance of 
lhc 1\-Iareeba Hospital proves 0onclusively 
what can happen when there is a difference of 
opinion between the hospital committee and 
th0 local authoritv. One section cares not 
"-!wther the hospital be "distrided" or 
otherwise so long as the rnonev is forth­
rotning and the conditions of the"' institutiou, 
which should be the parmount consideration. 
is of no concern. The svstem under which 
the :Yiareeba Hospital is c workirw is not in 
the lwst interests of the lwalth ~f the com­
rnunity. 

2\Ir. WILLIAMS {Port Curti.,) [12.50 
[J.lll.J: I should like to express my apprecia­
tion of the work of the officers of the Home 
Dt•partment and the Department of Public 
Works for the ver.v fine type of hospital 
buildings being erected throughout the State 
at tl1e present time. Jnst reccntlv the Minis­
ter harl the pleasure of opening 'a new wing 
attached to that ver.v fllle institution. the 
Warwick Hospital. and in a few weeks' time 
he will be accorded the satisfaction of per­
forming a similar function at the Gladstone 
hospital. 

I understand that the numlwr 0f babv 
ell nirs crf'ctcd Dr In course of erectioll 
throughout the State totals sixteen. It is 
rather interc.ting to note that in 1929, when 
the Labour Government went out of office. 
the birth-rate of Queensland was the second 
hi[(hest in the world and t.ho <loath rab' the 
"'cone! lowest. I believe New Zealand 
reached better figur0s in both instances. 
I do not know whether the advent of the 
Moore Government had anything to do with 
the alteration of those conditiom, but 
whet her it was the result of interference with 
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the social serYices. or reduction of v;ages or 
n::t it seems remarkable that the birth rate 
and death rate then took on an entirely 
different aspect when compared with any 
other time in the historv of the State. I 
hope the Government will contiuue the con­
·struction of these clinics and the other neces­
s~rics of public life. 

Yesterday the hon. rncrnbel' for Keppcl 
raised the question of a home for the aged 

nd infirm in Central Queensland. He sug­
g0sted its situation should be Rockhampton. 
Whil~ I hnc no desire to denv him that 
pleasure. I wish to urge the clai;ns of Glad­
~tone as being the rnost usitable ~ite for such 
an institution. Gladstonc is favoured with 
n.. yery beautiful harbour and it::: climatic 
conditions are superior to those of Rock­
harnpton .. Irrespe-ctive of the site. however, 
I am qu,tc prepared to support the hon. 
nrernbo-r in his rlnirn for such a hon1c. 

The ;:b·rial rnedical service has been refer~ 
red _b by a number of hon. members, and 
I >nsh to support them in their remarks 
that this is a branch of medical service of 
prime importance, and one which should 
,recPiYc every encouragement frorn the Go­
vernn1P:r1t b:v 1vay of financial assistance. I 
urn afraid that insuflicicut mention has been 
made d the wonderful work of Dr. John 
FJynn, '' ho deserves a g('ncron~ n1eed of 
praise in connection with it. I hope that 
thr GoYt>rnuE·nt. through the Hon1o DeDart­
ment, w:ll giYc cYe-rv assistance to its n1ain­
tc>nnneP :-•nd. jrupro\~{~ment. I understand 
that wh·n the prc>ent Secretan for ~!\lines 
v:rr:-:; FicJn• Sr crctarv th0. Rtatc 'and Federal 
Govcnm!f ":t:;. agrec[l to pl'OYide a fund to 
inauguriitC' thi~ ·wonderful aPria] medical 
'!"on-if'f' tn tile far flung western portions of 
thf State·. -

Hefercncc has been made to the sen-iccs 
of hospital boards, and, unfortunately, it 
ha< been stated that the majority of the 
nlt'mber:c. wcrr rcprcscnUttiYcs from the 
A.L.P. ·,_ That i, not correct. but 
whether it was so or not. the work car­
ried out by the repr~qentativcs. whether of 
tlw Govf'I'l11ncnt, local authorities, or contri­
butors. ]s Yery comlnendablc, and has given 
!': 'f!Cral sat ;,faction throughout the State. 

HL'fcrt'nrto has been made to the Sun­
<Jinc League of Tp8wich, which has per­
formed a wonderful service under the 
,' "'·oted guidance of the Ipswich newspaper, 
the '· Queen~land Ti1nes." The hon. mern­
bel· for lpS\Yich has pointed out the wonder­
fu: \York that the hospital committee and 
jts nlep1be!"' a_ro doing, and I express tlw 
hope rnat 1t wdl be allowed to continue this 
rnagnificent work. There was recently 
formed in Gladst-one a committee known 
",' the Hospital Comforts· Committee. for 
~he purpose of providing wirele_ss, ·head 
phour's, h brary, and other am em ties calcu­

lated to relieve the tedium and weariness 
of hospital life. The committee comprises 
a band of women, of whom the wife of the 
medical superintendent is the president the 
wife of a doctor in private practice i~ the 
h·casurcr, and the wife of a well-known 
bmincss man in the town is the secretary. 
The estublishrnent of this committee indi­
ratcs the interest that is being taken in 
ho.sp1ta1 work. The people recognise the 
Yalue of hospital work, and they appreciate 
the very line services provided by the Go­
vernment to their officers. That committee 
is about to appeal to the Home Depart­
n:!.ent fc·r some financial assistance, on 

either a £1 for £1 or a 10s. in the £1 basis. 
and I hope that the -department, through 
one of its channels, will sec fit to assist this 
body in its effort to provide the comforts 
for a hospital of the size and importance 
of Gladstone. 

In conclusion, I want again to express my 
pleasure at the treatment that I have 
received from the Home Department at all 
times. It has been a pleasure to me to 
visit it. At no time has the department 
seen fit to turn down any reasonable request 
by me for the alleviation of suffering-for 
the building of clinics, for a dental insti­
tute, or for irnprm·ements or additions to 
hospitals throughout my electorate. 

Item (Hospitals) agreed to. 

!:.!SANITY. 

The HOME SECRETARY 
Hanlon, ltlwca) [12.58 p.m.]: 

" That £199,459 be 
' Insanity.' " 

(lion. E. ~I. 
I move­
granted ~or 

The vote this year has been increased by 
£5,360. The increase is accounted for by 
two extra nurses and an apprentice car­
peutor at Goodna. The increased appropri~­
tion for Goodna is £1,771. In the case of 
Ipswich the increases arc accounted for by 
i he appointment oi a clerk and extra nurses. 
A children's ward has been established for 
imbecile children with specially constructed 
and specially designed playing areas. At 
Toowoomba a new ward has been opened. 
An additional assistant rnedical tmperin­
tendont has been appointed. together with a 
part-time dentist and two extra nurses. An 
assi.stant farm bailiff has a loo been appoini ed. 
The increase required in connection with 
these appointments j .. £2,120. In connection 
with contingenci<-;, the additional number 
of patients at Toowomba entails an increased 
maiutelianre ch<trgrc of £1,100, whilst the 
new childrell'~ ward at Ipsvvich requires an 
additional amount of £273 in connection 
·vrith contingencie~. These arc the n1a111 
directions in wh1ch the vote has been 
increased. 

Item (Ineanity) ngreed ':o. 

LAZARET. 

'rho HO:'\IE SECRETAHY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, ltlutcu) [2 p.m.]: I move~ 

"That £7.133 be gra11ted for 'Laza-
ret.' ., 

T!Je Yote i.; an iucrcasc of £296 on the 
1933-34 E'timates. The number of patients 
is about the same, on the sixty mark. FiYe 
had been discharged during the year cured. 
Just recently, in the course of an investiga­
tion bv Dr. ).Jimrno, of Thursday Island, 
whont tiH' ·department asked to 1nake a sur­
,-ey of the aborigines of the Gulf, a nest 
of four lepers was located at ono of the 
mission stations. Thov had to be trans­
ported to Brisbane. Early in the year the 
Federal :YJiuister for Health, Mr. Marr, 
called on me in Brisbane and made some 
suggestion with regard to providing a medi­
cal inspection of the natives in the whole 
of ;'\orthern Australia. I informed :Mr. l'viarr 
that the Queensland Government were 
already doing that in Queensland, and that 
we alrca-dv had a medical service for our 
natives. I raised with Mr. Marr the ques­
tion of providing an aboriginal lazaret at 
some point in )[m-thern Australia where 
leprous aborigines from the Northern po~­
tions of Queensland, the Northern Terri­
tory. and the north->Yestern portion of 

Hon. E. 111. Hanlon.] 
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\Ycst0m Australia could be sE>grcgatcd and 
treated. It is most expensive to bring 
eboriginal lepers from the Cape York Pcnin· 
'ula to Brisbane. In the case of the four 
leprous aborigines located on the west,ern 
'hares of the Gulf of Carpentaria a special 
boat was commissioned to bring them around 
Capr, Y ark to Cairns, where the~ were 
placed abroad a train and brought to Bris· 
bane. Of course, the Government had to 
provide a police escort to Brisbane. If 
the Governments of Australia are going 
lo taekle the \vhole problem of aborigines 
thoroughly, then wme centrally ,srituatccl 
leper station should be established at some 
point in the northern part of Australia. More 
than half of the patients at Peel Island are 
aborigines. It is quite possible that the 
.-:nrYey of the aborigines that has been car~ 
riecl on for the past two ytars will lead 
to tlw discoverv of more oi their number 
suffering from ieprosy. It is a YPry expen­
Fi,-p itern to bring then1 to BriFbane, and 
it \Youlcl be far more satisfactorv if some 
centrally situated leprosariun1 wer~c founded 
in ?\orthcrn Australia for their treatment. 
The entrance of the Commonwealth Govern· 
mcnt into that scheme will pro,·ide a better 
R_vstcm of treahnent, n1ore con1plete clinicnJ 
·work, and a n1ore thoroug-h inYc!'tigation 
into the cli·ea,e. "hich sl]ould ultimately 
<>radicate it from ~orthem Australia. :\oth· 
ing h:B been erranged. but we ehall endea· 
vour to k0ep in touch with the Federal 
Government until the qur,,tion has been 
sctllcd. 

:\fr. R. ~1. KI::\G (Lorrrn) [2.4 p.m.J: I 
thank the Home Secretary for giving the 
CornmittPe information regarding tl1c lazaret. 
rnfortunatclv WC have no information con· 
ccrninii the le,zarot either in the report from 
the Hr alt h Department. or in the report of 
the sub-departments of the Home Depart· 
ments. and consequently I have not been 
ahJe to get any inforrnation respecting the 
work there. I want to obtain information 
more particularly as to ,._,hcthf'r the chaul· 
moorrra oil trcahn(-'nt is beina: contir1ued and 
"\YJH•ther it is JH'OYing SHCCt~sSful. 

The SECRETARY Fan Pl"'Ji.IC T:-:nRrcno" : 
You will find the rcnort at pag-e 7 in the 
annnal report of the Commissioner of Public 
Hcclth. 

:\fr. R M. KI:'\G: I am sorn- that I ' 
failed to finr! it. Prohabh· th,, information 

v·ant will be fonn<l in that rq1ort. 
The llO\JE SECRET.\RY: Ye,. 

Item (Lazaret) agreed to. 

~IEDTC'AL. 

The H0'>1E ~ECRFTARY (Ho':. E. :\I. 
!Ianlcn. lt!i'CC'i) [2.6 p.m ']: 1 mm·,,_ 

"Tl1nt £2.653 b' ~.·rnl'.rPd for 'l\It•di-
cal.·" 

This is the YOtf' which coyers the ~a1ari('~ of 
tlH" yarious GoYrrmncnt H1Cclical officers 
tln·oughout the Stato, an(l n1sc" tl10 Registrar 
of thP ]\fedical Board and other boank 
The an1ount of £629. '\Yhich is sho,\·n under 
'· :V1edical and Oth<:>r Board,." and ·rhich 
rr-nrcs0nt~ th0 sa1ar'l;' of the rc!.!i:-trnr, cl0rk. 
an·d clcrk-tvpi··i wllo do the .wol'k nf the 
nriouc. professional boards. will he' refunded 
tn the Stab~ b~Y thm;f> bc,ard~. for wlJOlll, in 
;-IC'Ordancc 1vlth the a1tPrntlon ]a~t :·n:ar. t]Jis 
.:t df no\V dof'·' t ht~ work. 

1L m agreed to. 

[!Ion. E. M. Hanlon. 

POLICE. 

The HO~IE SECRETARY 
Hanlon, ltf,tea) [2.8 p.m.]: I 

"That £495,485 be 
'Police.',, 

(Hon. E. 11. 
move­

granted for 

This vote is an increase on the appropriation 
for last year, for several reasons. First, 
the reintroduction of the 44-hour week makes 
it necessary ag·ain this year to provide over­
time allowance for the police. Further, 
prm·ision is made for thirty additional non­
cornrnissjoned and cmnrnissioncd officers and 
twentv additional constables. In addition, 
the eifecti ve strength of the force has been 
increosed by the a.ppointment of twcnty-fne 
cadet clerks in the Commissioner's office. 
the Traffic office, the Chief Inspector's office, 
t~nd th0 Crjmina1 I!!vestigation Branch on 
work that was preYionsly clone by non­
commissioned officers and constables. A 
sybtom of training recr11its as cadet police­
men has been instituted. The number of 
active members of the force has been 
increased by only twenty, but the effective 
strength has been increased by forty-five. 

Mr. R. 'VL KIKG (Louan) [2.10 p.n1.]: I 
pay a tribute to the work of the police. who 
perform their many duties in a satisfactory 
rnanner. The n~w traffic rPgulations are 
being administered ofliciently, and I am 
hopeful that befuro long the QueOJcsland 
police will have reached that high degree of 
efficiencv which characterises the l\1elbourne 
traffic police, whose work is of outstanding 
merit. The publir arc gradually assimilating 
the new traffic regulations, and with their 
eo-operation the \York of traffic control will 
bo greatly improved. One traffic officer, 
\vhos'J \York ahva vs excited rnv adrniratior_, 
was an lndividuaf known as "~Sandy,'' wh · .. 
\Yas on duty at the Queen-street cncl of 
Yietoria Bridge--

The H03!E SECHETARY: He has been pro· 
mated now. 

::\Ir. R. 11. IONG: I mn glad to know 
that. He is a very efliciont oflicer, \Yho 
always kept his head. I-Iis \York v.-a.s in 
ll!ark.,cl contra't \vith that of some of the 
younger members of the force on traffic 
duty, who sometimes lost their head. When 
they did rnake a n1i:;;;take it son1etirnes hap· 
pcned that they would turn around and pad 
an unrornplirncntary remark to the n1otorist 
concerned. Of course, that conduct should 
not be tolerated, and, fortunately, is not the 
general rule. Perhaps the offenders are 
:inorL' guilty of Dver·zealousness than auy­
r!Jing else. At all events, at the present 
rate of progress we shall have a thoroughly 
\\"oil-regulated traffic control very ~hortly. 

:VIr. TOZER (Uyrnpie) [2.12 p.rn.]: I notice 
the increa"e in the vote for " Police" iS­
;;pproximatcly £13,000, and although the 
:Vlinister ha, stated that there has been a 
considerable increase in the strength of the 
force, it appears to me from the Estimated 
that the total has only increased by four. 
For instance. it will be found that in 1933-34 
there were 9,47 constables, and for the present 
year the Estimates show 927, and in 1933-34 
the number of acting sergeants was 173 and 
the number for 1934-35 is 203. I assume 
that the net increase is not any more than 
four, as disclosed bv the Estimates. As th<:> 
State is progressing and the population 
increasing, it is only natural that the police 
force should increase. I cannot see anything 
unreasonable as far as this vote is con· 
corned. In the country districts the 
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., umLen of the polico are limited and at 
lime' arc scarcely sufficient. but when any-
1 hing unforeseen occurs additional police a re 
lraneported to places where they arc urgently 
rc•quired. 

The.' Hmi£ SECRETARY: The total number 
has bee 11 reduced bv the abolition of thirty 
.tracker:3. ·~ 

Mr. GLEDSO:\ (lps1Dich) [2.14 p.m.]: The 
-action of the Horno Secretary in re~estab­
J ishing the police district of Ipswich io 
connuendcd by the people in that area. Just 
recently en inspector has been appointed for 
the whole of that district, and the reorganisa­
tion that has taken place will afford the 
police a better opportunity of efficiently 
coping with the "·ork in that area. I think 
eYcryone realises that the duties of the 
police are multitudinous, and some of the 
work which they were e:1lled upon to do in 
tlrncs of ernergency is now becorning part of 
tlwir daily work, and the result is that 
uumbers o£ police attached to sub-stations 
arc unable to leave the office all day unless 
in rc·ponse to an urgent call. The appoint­
ment of an inspector at Ipswich was not 
111adc owing to the prcvalenC"e of crime in 
Hwt ,il'f'a, because it is very seldom that 
there is a case of crime at Ipswich. Some 
ca:-5CS were tried at that court recently, but 
the offenders were not resident,; of that 
area; they were birds of passage who were 
I aid by the heels by alert police officers at 
that centre. 

The question of the control of pedestrian 
traffic-and I refer particularly to the district 
I reside in-calls for urgent consideration. I 
ask tbe Home Secretary to consider seriously 
the question of the control of pedestrian 
traffic "ith the object of compelling people 
to walk on the footpaths instead of along 
the centre of the road. Verv serious acci­
dent,; havo occurred during" the past few 
n>onths owing to this practice. 

l\lr. ::\1AHER: Fatalities. 

:'vir. GLEDSOK: ~\nd fatalities. ::-<ot very 
long ago in my locality three young girls 
\Yero walking to attend a function arra1~gcd 
b.v the Sunshine League and one of them 
was knocked down and killed. That case 
camP before the court for trial and I do 
not intend to g·o into its merits or demerits. 
,\ llothcr fablitv occurred in the Yicinitv but 
that is still sub" judice. In this instanc"e' two 
young people, ono twentv-two and the other 
twcntv-thrcc years of age. were hurled into 
dernitv. \Vhen such accidents as these occur 
it is ~nr dutY not only to inwstigate th" 
c:1ust but also to explore everv nossible 
n1ealls of preventing such hapr)enings in 
future. Although local authorities provide 
footnaths. pedestrians with an utter disregard 
to the dangers they are running by walking 
{•n the wad refuse to uso them. IvTotorish 
\Yho ha,·e to make use of the Ipswich road. 
which is tbe main arterial route for trans­
port to the West, the South, or the Kingaroy 
district. arc of oninion that the worst 
,tretch of road in this respect is that between 
Dinmorc and Booval. It is: on that portion 
of the road that most of the eerious accident. 
haY0 occurted, and perhaps the main cause 
is tlJC' nC're-,sity of pedestrians having to \Valk 
on the bitumen road on account of thC' 
absence of footpaths .. EYery motorist rs 
aware· of the great difficulty of driving at 
n~ght _against a c_ar earning in the opposite 
dl!·eclwri. The !Jghts of the oncoming ea,· 

dazzle the driYcr. and if there be t·.vo 
vehicle.~ cotning in 'the opposite directior~ the 
difficultic·s <HP accf!ntuated. The driver of a 
car i.o placed in the predicament of hav­
inv tn -;top Ol' proceed ut n snail's pace, 
and even so run the risk of knocking don ~.1 
some person walking along the road. I am 
giving the illustration in order to urge the 
Horne Secretary to sec whether something 
COLtld not be included in the Traffic Acts 
giving the police the power to compel pedes­
trians to make use of the footpaths wbcrt 
<ueh are prrwidecl. This might reduce tha 
number of accidents that are occurring. If 
the local authorities were compelled to ltro­
Yidc footpaths the police should have tho 
11ccessary pov. er to rnake the people use thern 
P.onH:o vears auo when I \\'as a rnembcr of 
t~he lViorPton n Shire r~ouncil, the danger 
to children from the Bundamba School was 
raised lw the school committee because thev 
l1ad to 'cro~s a bridge which aL~o conveye~:l 
Yehieular traffic. r\s an outcon1e of ncgo~ 
tiatior;s the Ipswich City Council alld th~ 
i\Iordon Shire Council constructed a wooden 
bridge for pEdestrians running parallel ·with 
tl~<. Yehicular bridge, but pedestrian traffic 
~till persists in dodging in and ont of the 
vcl!icular traffic using the main bridge, and 
the adults arc the \Vot·,t offenders in tins 
respect. 

:\It. MOORE: I suppose they complain of 
the motor traffic dodging in and out among 
the people. 

i\Ir. GLEDSON: 'Yes. Onlv two we<:ks 
ago I had occasion to keep an' appointment 
on n Saturday night. and driving on the 
road I wa,; eompe]]pd to pull up three times 
on the section between Bundamba and Boo­
val. The experience of other motorists 
using this road is the Hme. Sorr.c pedes­
trians have the p0culiar idea that n1otor 
!J·afh<· shonld leave the road to avoid them. 
\Vhen spokPJt t". th<'V simply laugh at the 
motorist. \V P ~honld trv to irnpress upon 
thP pede,trians that they. nre bound equally 
with the drivers of vehicles to conform to 
certain rulP:" of the T08d, and if we can 
educate thcrn up to that understanding \VC 

shall have achic'vc•l something for t.he pro­
tection of pedcs~rian:;;; and in the interests 
of n1otor c!J·;,·er;:;, It is not always that 
tho~c pcoplP \Yho ~u!Tcr are the prirnary 
cause of an <:!cc!dcnt. ...::\ rlriYer of a motnr 
car, in cncleavo•1ring to avoid a co1li3ion 
with a pcd>:-:;;h inn on the road, may rnn 
down a b:v"'r 0r crash hPacl on to a 
c~ r comine; in opposite directiou. \Ye 
should endeavour to ednc '~te the pedestrian 
to under~tand that he owes a dutv to him~ 
self and to the driver' of vchiclns.u and tint 
at least lw should make nse of the special 
facilities proYided for his protection. 

I al:;:o f'Ugge:-;t that~ in those davs of moJern 
transport -faci:itic ., it would "be wis,; to 
rornove the present street lights to the 
~ide of the road. In their pre~ent situa~ 
t1on th0v (I!'C· of 1~0 a-~::;]~tflnce to the drin:-rA 
of rnot.o~· u1r:-;, in fact thov arc a hindrance. 
If the li~hts wen~ suspended ~.av, over the 
footpath it wcmld be an 'adrfcd induce­
ment to the pedestrian to use the footpath 
which has been specially constructed for 
his protection, and tho lights in this situa­
tion would also be of g reatcr assistance to 
the drivers of motor cars. I have often 
heard it stated, both here and clsewhen', 
that Jnf'll love darknees rather than light, 
but !hat does not always apply. \Yhilst 
the hght.s a re suspended over the centre of 

flit·. Gledson.l 
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the bitumen road the pedestrians will fre­
quPnt that portion of the roadwa.y. I shou1d 
like the Homo Secretary to give serious 
,_onsidPration to these matters with a Yiew 
to rninimising thr n1any serious accidents 
!hat occur from time to time. 

Mr. GODFRF:Y MORGAN (Jiunlla) 
[2.27 p.m.l: The Government have decided 
that the eystem of competiti ;·e O'camination 
shall be utilised in securing recruits to the 
police force, and I should like to imprcs,; 
upon the Home Secretary the wisdom of 
seeing that applicants from the country are 
not overlooked. I presume that if an appli­
cant can pabs the physical test he will be 
appointed to the service in order of ment 
-according to his pass at the competitive 
(•xanlination. rrhc efficiency of a police con­
stab:e in the country is to be gauged by 
his ability to track cattle and horses rather 
than from the standpoint of his academic 
education. It may be of advantage to have 
a man with superior education patrolling 
!he streets of the city of Brisbane, but 
I here are instances on record where well­
educated policemen sent from the city have 
been absolutely useless in tho performance 
of the duties rcnuirecl of them in the cOUil­
try. I remembCr one oecasion ~ome yea.rs 
ago "\Yhcn a young constable \\as transferred 
to a co,_mtry district where a sergeant and 
two constables were stationed. lt was his 
duty, an1ongst others. to patrol the country, 
hut, unfortunately, he knew 110thing what­
ever about the bush, and could not oven 
ride a horse. Eventually, when I brought 
under the notice of the Commissioner the 
fact that this man was not suitable for the 
position of constable in the countrv. whereas 
he might make an exceptional!:/ fine con­
stable in the citv, he "as immediateh trans­
ferred to the clty. That constable' prone! 
himself to be an exceptionally good man 
for duty in the city, but he \Yas absolutely 
u:-::o!e::-s in the country, as he kllcw himself. 
It was at his own request that he was trans­
ferred. If he went outside tho town he 
\Yas unable to find his way back, and he 
was unable to ride a horse efficientlv. \Vhat 
is known as the good old coust.~lble has 
disappeared. Year" ago. '"'hcu I flrsi can1e 
to Queensland, the district surrounding 
the l:ondamine wus lot,kcd upon as being a 
hotbed of cattle thieves. A constable v as 
sent to the Condamine purposely to break up 
that gang. He succeeded in doing so. He 
'Ym~kl lcaYC the CDndarnino w:ith a black 
tracker, and aftt'r riding a mile or two into 
the bush would turn about. in order to 
deceive anyone '"ho might be watching his 
movements, and go in a different direction 
altogether. Tf1nt con.5table wou!d start out 
with n. pack horse. a !Hl altJ10ugh he fre­
quently cnilcd ;et vnrio'-" horw steads in the 
cour~o of llis clutie~. 1le 'Ya~ nevr<r knolvn 
io acCPpt [H~:' 1 lital-:tv. He carric~d his own 
food. and made himself ind0pend,.nt of 
the farmer or grazier. He would not accept 
the offer of a bed or a cup of tea, but pre­
ferrpd to sleep in the open and boil his 
own billy. Those days have disappeared. 
To-clay we find the police performing their 
>York w1th the aid of a motor car if it is 
at all possible. We do not find them going 
ont. as in the old clap, with a tracker and 
pack horses to probe tbc complaints made 
to them. \Ye do not encourage that class 
of man to join the police force to-day. The 
rnan now encouraged to join the police force 
\nuds a comfortable bed at night, and if 
llis duty causes him to call at a homestead, 
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either to collect statistics or make mqmncs, 
he will accept a cup of tea or a meal. The 
class of 1nan we want in the countrv d1s­
triets ehould be thoroughly versed in "bush­
manship. I do not care whether that police­
man is highly educated or not as long a:s 
he is a good bushman. Nowadays we have 
a ecrgcant in charge of two or three men 
stationed in a sma !I town of 500 or 600 
people. If thev are not allowed to do 
patrol \VOrk, then they might just as \vel! 
bo transferred to Brisbane, because the only 
work for them to do in such a township is 
to arrc-;t an occasional drunken man. On~ 
policcn1an can look after a drunkPn n1an. 
I am not adYocating- that these constables 
should be transferred from the countrv dis­
tricts; I ~ugge~t that they be given g~·catcr 
opportunity to do patrol work. 

I do not propo'e to reiterate th<: remarks 
I made recently concerning poli _c· horse;.:~ 
.. A. change is vitallv necessarv and I an} 
glad that the Minister and Commi,,sioner 
recognise it. Let the Minister and the 
C"onn11issioner also recognise th0 force of n1y 
other arguments und effect a changE• in H:•.} 
direction I haYc indicated. 

On the general qtwstion of recruit' for the 
police force_ probably the hest policemen 
in the State haYe conw from the ranks of 
bush boys who ha,-c not had the opportunity 
for hi!2.·hcr education that 111anv ritv bor: 
ha Ye. ~ Thev ha Ye l1ad the ordinm·v· State 
school education-- · 

The Ho)IE SECHET.\RY: That i3 all we a'lr. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA="i: If that is eo, 
there is 'carcely need for an educational 
exarnination. bc<.:aul'ie ahnost cYery boy pas~ 
~esses a State "rhool Pdu< ation. The police 
officials IVP want in the countrv are tho~e 
\Yith bu;;:.h training. Some n1enibers of the­
force who haYe ncn-r had country experi­
cnt'e could not distinguish a hor~e trark fro:,1 
a cattle track. These men might be all 
1·ight vvalking around Brisbane, where bi~· 
feet \\'onld be an a"et. (Laughter.) In 
1he countrv districts. howover. let us ha·.-o 
the men ,;ith small feet. for -thev are less 
likelv to be caught in the stirrups. ·(Renewed 
laughter.) 

T notice that the (joyemment have reduced 
1 hf' number of natiYe trackers, and in n1y 
district, particularly in the Chinchilla area, 
n protest was made against their removal. 
I intPrv-icvvC'd the COJnrnissioner on the rnatter 
and he expressed the opinion that they were 
unncccs~ary, as their serv:ices were mainly 
utilised for chopping wood and cleaning 
boots. That may be so in some c~ses. but 
,-0l'v often these natiYe trackers have been 
the·- means of •aYing life. I can recall one 
instance in the Texas district whcro a native 
tracker did Yaluable work in locating a 
man who was lost. Many of our constables 
are well experienced in tracking V\

7 ork, but 
if in the future the force is to be recruited 
mainlv from those who haYe ciry experi­
ence then thP nece,sitv for native trackers 
,, ill be all the greater, if for no other 
reason than to prevent th(' inexperienced 
policeman who goes into the scrub from 
getting lost. (Laughter.) The Minister is 
not saving ver.v much by dispensing with 
a number of these trackers. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: £1,500 is a lot cf 
money these days. 

:\1r. GODF.REY MORGAN: It is remark­
able to note the importance attached to 
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money when it affects the country; thou­
sands of pounds spent in the city are con­
,,idered a mere bagatelle ! I claim that the 
expenditure of £1,500 in this direction is a 
mere bagatelle when judged by the amount 
.of good work that is done by these native 
trackers. I notice that forty-seven native 
trackers will be retained and I trust they will 
be so located as to be readily available where 
their services may be urgently required in 
tracking loei persons. The saving of £1,500 
would not compensate for the lo" of a 
life mYillg to the absence of a black tracker. 

l\Ir. W. T. KING (.liar et) [2.43 p.rn.]: I 
:tavc listened attentively to the remarks of 
the hon. ll'ember for Mm·illa. I recognise 
that that hon. member is conversant with 
Lush 'vork and is somewhat of an authoritv 
on it; but with all due deference to hi's 
.opinion and giving all due credit to the 
police of former years, I think the1·o are 
men in the ranks of the police force to-day 
\vho eau carry out patrol work ycry f~ffec­
tively. Whilst I recognise that the blaek 
tracker [s a great help in tracking, I know 
there are manv natiYe-born Austmlians who 
urc expcl't in the art. Proof of this has been 
afforded on 1nany occasions. Ouc :must 
recognise. however, that the country is bc­
<(·ornlug rnore settled and the sarne amount 
of patrolling is not required now as pre­
viously. I agree, of course, with the hon. 
member for :Wurilla that when work has 
to be done in the bush an ofiicer who is 
<:r,nvers<ent with bush life should be chosen 
to do it. 

I congratulate Mr. CatToll on his appoint~ 
n!ent a~ ComHl issionor of Police. I think 
the appointn1cnt vYas a good one. Under 
his control the police force will continue 
to inlrn·o,·e in efficiency. 

As the question of examinations and other 
rc·fonn3 arc at present in the experin1ental 
sbge. I chall withhold an:,· comment for 
the time being in order to give thorn an 
opportnnit.,,- to fructify or otherwise. I 
agree with many of the reforms that have 
been introduced, and on the whole I feel 
that the rank and file of the police force are 
confident of receiving fair and reasonable 
treatment from the Commissioner and the 
Gevemment. The men in the lower ranks 
nf the force recognise that they receive 
-every facility to rise to the highest position 
in the force. Some people may argue that 
the person appointed to the position of Com­
missioner of Police should be recruited from 
the ranks of the police force. Although I 
am the son of a policeman, I do not sub­
scribe to that doctrine in toto. I think 
that a man of Mr. Carroll's experience, en· 
dowecl by nature with the necc~.sary ability 
ta control men, is eminently suited to take 
charge of this important section of our public 
H~rvice. He is carrying out his duties with 
conspicuous ability. 

Members of the police force have many 
duties to perform. Their duties haYe been 
described by one hon. member as multi­
tudinous. The policeman who is stationed 
in a little bush town reallv controls it. I 
trust that when possible 'the police vote 
will be increased and thus some compensa­
tion will be provided for the additional 
duties they perform. Everybody is proud 
of the Queensland police force, particularly 
the mounted men. The Queensland police 
force at the present time enjoys the con­
fidence of the public, and its members possess 

all the qualities necessary to carry out the 
duties allotted to them. 

Mr. FOLEY (T.eichhurdt) [2.45 p.m.]: I 
supncrt some of the remarks of the hon. 
meri1ber for Murilla, particularly in regard 
to enlisting a greater proportion of bushrnen 
in the police force than has been the case 
in the past, so that there will be men in 
conntry districts who possess the necessar·y 
bush experience. 

On rnaking inquiry frorn a senior officer 
ar one of the centres in the district I rcpre­
~cnt as to why certain rucn were not patrol~ 
l'rw and attending to essential work, his 
rer~ly was that ho had not a man in the 
station that he could send off the road. 
That is the position in many police districts 
in Queensland to-clay. rrho Con1rnissioner 
would do well to enrol a fair proportion of 
men of a tqJo suit·, ble for bush work. There 
is no doubt that they are offering for scr­
Yi-ce. In rnv district alone there are a nunl­
bL'r of suita.ble applicant~. 

I compliment the Commissioner on his 
a ppointrrwnt. Foe the preqent, so far as the 
furce is concerned, he is on trial. Tho police, 
as a forrc, haYP not ~vet given hirn their 
blessing and a great deal will dPpend on 
tl1e am~unt of confidence crcateJ bv his 
wise administration. If he gives a fair deal 
to all members of the force, then he will 
flnd that he will readih· have the assistance 
of a loyal and efficient. service. 

:\lr. GODFREY ~lORGA~: vVhat do you think 
of the black t.t·acker question? 

;yrr. FOLEY: I think, when you investi­
go te the mattrr, you will find that a number 
of so-called black trackers in many of the 
countrv districts have been black trackers in 
name only. Really, they have been orderlies. 
The boy has been employed at wood chop­
ping. blacking boots, washing up, and greas­
ing the harness. The whole of the central 
district could be served at very short notice 
ln· a tracker from \Voorabinda. Half a 
dOzen trackers, if necPssury. could be 
obtained in a very short space of time. And 
1ho sarne applies to other districts through­
out the Stat.;:. I take it that the object of 
thrl :.\Iinistcr or the Connnissioncr in vvith­
dra wing these trac·ker~ frorn service was to 
f5UVc expense and also to make so1nc ofricers 
in charge do a little of their own \\·ork 
instead of having- an ordcriy provided. 
That is how I see that question. 

In conclusion, I would emphasise that if 
the Commissioner plays the game by the 
whole of the force, he will find that the 
force will play the game by him and afford 
birn loyal service. He may· desire to make 
certain innovations; but I would advise him 
to tread warily and consult with members 
of the force "ho have pr.,ctical knowledge. 
These mon have acquired a good deal of 
horse sense from expQrience, and it can be 
used for the berwfit of a new Commissioner. 
\V ith that co-ordination he will probably find 
that he is able to introduce rnanv innova­
tions for the improvement of th~ various 
01ganisations. I \You]d also utter a \vord of 
warning to him not to make a slave of the 
average policeman. I find that that is 
h<>ppening in some places. Each Govern­
ment department is increasing its work, 
either as the result of the growth of the 
State or new legislation. Extra work is then 
imposed on many country policemen, but at 
a very small remnneration for the services 
rendered. The Commissioner would do well 
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h take a stand in this matter. and, in the 
interests of the members of the force, 
hpproach the various departments for better 
n muneration. The officers stationed in coun­
t rv centres receive very little rcrnuneration 
L~m the different depa-rtments for the work 
t i cy do-for example, as clerk of petty ses­
~Ions. for tho 11ain R.oads Commi~sion a.nd 
id industrial matters. In the cotton' dis­
tricts dlJring certain periods of the year the 
duties of the police increase. but they still 
ltave to function as policemen,- and at the same 
time carry on the \York of the many other 
departments and w1thout extra remunera­
tion. That is true also in many other parts 
< f the State. _ I venture the opinion that if 
an mvestigat10n were made it would be 
fGund that some of the departments are not 
paying adequately for the services performed 
fo;· them by the police. If the Commissioner 
attends to these little things, petty though 
they_ may seem to h1rn, although probably 
lllg m the eves of the men directh cou­
c<-rneu, he will receiYe the utmost co~opcra­
non and loyaity from the members cf the 
force In general. 

. :VIr. EDvVARDS (Xanaugo) [2.55 p.m.J: I 
JOm With the hon. member for IVIurilla in 
expressmg the hope that the policemen to 
be statwned m country di&,tricts will be 
thoroughly fitted for the positions that thev 
are to occupy. 1 presume that the new 
orgam:·,atwn at work within the police force 
Will g1ve greater attention to the,e matters 
1<1 the futuro than they have received in the 
past, but It 1s astounding to hear the hon. 
member for Normanbv intimate that a ser­
gTant m charge of a police station informed 
him that he had not a man who was capable 
of go1ng off the road. 

l\Ir. FOLEY: It is a fact. 

:\lr. EDvVARDS: That just shows why 
cattle duf!iug has been so prevalent in the 
State dunng the past years. 

Mr. W. T. KIC>~G: That would not apply 
gc'Jlerally. 

l\Ir. EDW ARDS: I do not sav for a 
1"0ment that it would apply gcner;tlly, but 
the new orgamsatwn seems to have definitely 
set 1ts nund on an educational test in the 
service, and \vhilst I have no objection to 
that, particularlv m Yiew of the multi­
farious duties to be performed bv the 
police-- ' 

l\lr. O'KEEFE: That is only one aspect of 
it. 

:\1r: EDW ARDS : And it will probably 
land us in difiii.ultie~ If \\C arc not careful. 
There n1ay lJe too n1uch concentration on 
the n1any small thing~ \\hiC'h after all cou!d 
i,c performed by an ordinary clerk, but the 
J'rimar:v duty of the police is to prevent 
or to detect crime and ,beet the blame home 
to the guilty pcroons. The most important 
duty of the poli< e force is to prevent the 
<::onnni~sion of crin1e, and I hope the Home 
Seen tary will not lose sight of that impor­
tant aspect of police administration. He 
1ntirnated y0sterday that in carrying out 
the new educational test cadets from the 
country would be placed in training in 
police offices in the city for two years and 
that thcv ,,-ould then be drafted to the 
country. · I noted that the Home Secretarv 
did not mrtkc any reference to training in 
horse craft, or eYen in air craft, which will 
shortly bulk largelv in our consideration 
of these thing·s. All thecc matters must 
be considered -if the recruit is to be fitted 
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for the performance of the important duties 
of a policeman throughout the State, but 
l am afraid that we are actuallv losing 
sight of the primary need of a police force. 
If a cadet is to come from the, country to 
serve for a period of two years in a city 
office without practical training in bush work 
before he is sworn in he is £'Oing to be of 
,-cry little use as a country constable. I 
am inclined to look at this matter more 
horn the practical side and so far as educa­
tion is concerned I feel that we are running 
a bit mad. The hon. member for West 
Moreton very ably pointed out yesterday 
that ordinary educational training does not 
neceo;~arilv fit a man to earn a living and 
to do the big things that are absolutely neces­
sary and always will be necessary in the 
real work of developing this country. We 
should proceed very cautiously in thi, matter. 
l have been in personal contact for many 
years with men who could scarcely write 
their own names, but I am satisfied that it 
would be verv difficult ·indeed for any police­
man to folio~ these men in the bush or to 
equal them in their ability to track cattle, 
to recognise them and to pick out the 
brands as quickly as these men can do. 
I do not contend for ono moment that a 
policeman should not have a better educa­
tion than that. 

In the course of the debate yesterday the 
hon. member for Murilla was asked b.v way 
of interjection whether he had lost any 
cattle. That hon. member replied in the 
negatiYe. I can readily understand that hi> 
bush instinct \vould enable him to deal with 
such a position. Ho would have a very 
good idea of the direction his cattle. if any 
were missed, would go, and if he knew, or 
came across the persons who had taken the 
cattle he would probably be able to deal 
with them himself. 

I hope that the Minister will not oYer­
look the important object for which the 
police force is established. Attention must 
be directed to countering the new methods 
adopted in crime. It would he quite wrong 
to pass OYer capable police officers haYing 
upwards of twenty years' experience, and 
posses~ing an intimate knowledge of the 
bush, in fa ,-our of a lad whose principal 
qualificaton was that he had been able to 
pass a L;niYersity Junior Publir Exan1ina· 
tion. After all, this new type of policemen 
has to be tried out. The Minister must 
agree with me that a big percentage of 
thorn will fail when their bush craft is tested, 
no mattc'r what their education may be. 
When a man gets into difficulties in the 'ast 
open space'' of the State he must depend 
e-ntirely on his bush instinct and independent 
spirit.' A superior education will not stand 
to an incliYidual in such circumstances. \Ve 
should not encourage people to settle in 
Yast nlunbcrs in the various runtres of 
population because, if for no other ~·eason, 
than that it necessitates so men_v policemen 
to lcok after them. \Ve should encourage 
them (,o p;o out into the bush b_v making 
the conditions in the country such as will 
attract men from the cities and towno. The 
Ministn· should take all these factors into­
ronsideration when administering the new 
system which has been adopted. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Rnoggcra) [3.3 p.m.]: 
The administration bv the Home Department 
of tbe nolice force during the past twclYe­
months - reflects credit upon it. I con· 
gTatulatc the head of tho department on 
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the selection made for the office of the Com­
missioner of Police. That official carries into 
the police force a splendid record gained in 
the office of the Commissioner of Taxes. 
where as chief in,pector he gained consider· 
able knowledge in ferreting out individuals 
\Vho endeavoured to escape their income tax 
obligations. 

1\lr. LLEWELYN: And the city also. 

:Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The experience 
gained by the Commissioner in that office 
has equipped him with a knowledge of how 
to rro after peopk and how to "ontrol such a 
lar~·e depart1ncnt as he now presides oyer. 
As -~hie£ inspector of the Income Tax Depart­
ment he controlled a large number of 
officers and covered even· portion of the 
State in the course of his inquiries. 

The hon. member for Murilla sepmed to 
think that the black tracker was one of the 
most important arms in the police force. 

1\Ir. GODFREY :MORGAN: Not the most 
important, but a very necessary unit. 

Illr. G. C. TAYLOR: That was the trend 
of the hon. member's argument. He said 
that anv curtailment of that particular arm 
of the force would lead to the deterioration 
of the force generally. The r(,cruits obtained 
for the police are equally as good as were 
C\'Ol' obtained. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAX: I\ot from a bmh 
point of view. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The training of 
these recruits in the tnorc rnodern rnothod:) 
of dealing with crime will reflect credit on 
the Con1missioner and his staff. One n1ust 
recognise that the society crook to-clay is 
becoming educated. The criminal of that 
t>pe works along entirely different lirwo 
fi·orn those followed by his prNlecessors. 
The new methods of training that ha vc been 
introduced into the police force have no 
doubt been dictated by that fact. To listen 
to the hon. member for Nanango one would 
think that all the crooks were in the country 
districts. 

Mr. EnwARDS: \Yhat a lot of nonsense! 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The hon. member 
has been endeavouring to point out to the 
Committee that the members of the police 
force must be recruited from persons who 
were born in the country district< and that 
at all times the country districts must be 
manned with the most efficient police .Jfficers. 
The hon. member definitclv created the 
impression that aJl the crooks are iE the 
country cl istricts, not in the city. Admittedl;r, 
it may be necessary to employ a certam 
nu m bcr of country recruits in order to pro­
vide an effective arm of the force. \Ye 
know that in his wisdom the Commissioner 
of Police will not send on mounted duty a 
policeman who has joined the force as a 
foot policeman. Apparently hon. members 
opposite do not recognise that there are foot 
polief' and mounted police. The mounted 
police would certainly not be used for beat 
dnh· in the cities. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: You must admit 
that a mounted policeman could do the 
work of a foot policeman but that the foot 
policeman could not satisfactorily carry out 
the cl uti os of the mounted policeman. 

Mr. G. C. TA YLOR : If a mounted police­
man with only coun,try experience were 
detailed to investigate the operations of safe­
blowcn or confidence men he would find it 
difficult to handle the job satisfactorily. 

After all, the whole question is one of 
orgaHi:;ation. and the highest efficiency IS 
o1dy po,.;siblc when organisation receives 
l'arofni consideration. My point is that the 
police force caHnot be composed solely of 
foot police or solely of mounted police. The 
two arrns of the force arc equally necessary, 
and in order to achieve the utn1ost efficiency 
the Commissioner has adopted the system 
of cadet training so that recruits to the 
force will obtain an insight into variou-J 
activities that will fit thern for their ultirnntl! 
dutlc.; a.':i police officer.:;. \Ve know thuL 
rolicetnen in country towns and districts have 
to verfonn multifarious duties, perhaps 
invoh·ing bookkeeping, son1e question con­
cprning insurance, the writing of reports 
to UoYcrnmeut departments, etc. \Y on I cl 
any hon. n1ctnbcr opposite seriously sugge~t 
that a period of oflicc training will Le a 
l-;.andicap to persons who will subsequ•.:Iltly 
bt' called upon to perform thw·-o va;'!<.d 
dutie':, The greater our progress 1loug 
the road of progress the gn:ater the 11t ..... t• . .;­

sity for i1nprovcn1ent in police nlethof~~-

At the pre.•;,nt time the traffic polir:c JfC' 

('Olltl'olled Lv the Conuni~sioner of r~1lict~ 
and have no ~onnection \VitJi t.hc variou.:; lu. ·~.l 
authorities withiu who~c bonndarie~ the> 
traffic laws operate. \Ye find a conflict of 
opinioiJ bel woeiJ local authorities and the 
l:,ovcnnnent 1·egarding traffic regulations, but 
whatC\'Pl' may be said for a localised police 
force, the present syotem of control is 
intinitel:'\· bcttc1·. To institute any systetn 
of localised police for traffic duties would 
involve Pxtra cost aHcl probably would not 
gtve as 1nuch cfficiL'ncy. The traffic regula­
tions contain 111an.y i11tricacics and require 
c ctreful study on the part of police officers. 
That i> proof that a little knowledge is not 
lo";t. Tl1e number of acciclonts on the high­
\Ya~'~ of this city and the State arc caused by 
rnoto1· drivers themselves, owing to th-3 
fact that the driYers of hPavy vehicles wii! 
not clriYe as close to the kerb on thei;· 
driving ~icle as thf~Y are required to do by 
the regulation. with the result that am one 
who desires to pa-, that vehicle must go off 
lhl' correct driving side and thus face the 
clanger of a head-on smash. I commend tlHL 
aspect of the matter to the Home Secrctarv 
for hi.s consideration. It would probabl v l)e 
l,etter to han• police on the lookout for ~uch 
breaches of the traffic laws than catching­
people for parking alongside the ke-rb. ~ 

During the last few months there has been 
~l g·ent-ral dirninution of the ganrbling evil 
m :\' orth Queensland. \V hen I was np ~ orth 
recently there was very little gambling. 
Since then I have had letters from the 
Xorth inforn1!ng n1e that certain individuals 
who 'vcre previously liYing luxuriousl.v on 
the proceeds of gambling have left for 1 he 
Southem States. If that is the case-and I 
believe it i,;-I congratulate the CommissiolhT 
and the force for cleaning up a growing 
menace to the State. 

Mr. PLU:\'KETT (A/bat) [3.15 p.m.]: I 
think the svstern of examination for admis­
sion to the. police force a good one; but. 
unle·•.s suitable provision is made to prevent 
it, it is possible that it mav sometimes result 
in excluding eminently s~itable men. The 
hon. member for Mm·illa has stressed the 
disadvantages that would he experienced by 
the young men in the country districts if 
thc.:r wero compelled to compete with young 
men in the city at an examination. I have 
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in mind a case of a young fellow of out­
standing physique, a great athlete anu 
sportf:man, a n1an possc~sed of initiative, a 
good horseman conversant with stock. He 
has had a good education and paoscd the 
l~1:iversity junior exan1inatioll when a bo:_v. 
He fails in the examination for admittance 
to the force. His failure is due to the fact 
that his conditions of life in the country 
isolate him from educational matters, and 
the result is he forgot more quickly the 
subjects he had learned at school. Whilst 
I approve of the idea of setting a certain 
standard of education for admittance to the 
force and improving the standard of the force 
generally, I feel there is a possibility that 
some individual of outstanding ability may 
be excluded by reason of the educational 
examination. I consider that some considem· 
tion should be given to the young men from 
the country district-. It is easier for the 
policeman to carry out his duties in the 
city than in the country towns. In my 
opinion the man most suited for the police 
force generally is the one who is possessed 
of initiative. 

IIe must have resource and be able to adapt 
himself to varying conditjons and quickly­
changing environment. Jt has been sug­
gested that men reared in the country would 
not be conversant with city life. \Ve quite 
recognise that. At the same time one must 
recognise that the young man reared in 
the country has a source of education denied 
to the city dweller, and this education would 
be of value in the execution of his clutv 
._., poli~ernan. There are Yerv few boy's 
reared among cattle and stocli: who once 
they sec a beast are not always able to 
recognise it. whether it be horse, cow, or 
bullock. All their lives these c'OUng fel­
lows have been used to travelling around 
the country after nightfall, whereas the city 
man becomes helpless unless on a good rand. 
During his life in the country t,he youth 
has to relv on his own initiative and 
ff'S:.Olii"C'P. nnvrl t.hn.:: h·nnur-.: hrn.:p tn "nnn ,,,ith 

trouble when he meets it.--- I sl;o~ld-reg;.;;t 
it ven' much if some of the best men from 
the country, who would do credit to the 
force, were refused admittance because of 
their failure in an examination. It must 
be remembered that the countrv-born vouth 
is asked to sit for an exanlir~ation rn an 
atmosphere utterly foreign to him. l-Ie is 
not used to the city or the court house. He 
is taken away fron1 his usual surroundings, 
and has very little idea as to the scope of 
the examination. I am sure that the Cam. 
missioner will give consideration to the 
necessity of g-iving some latitude to the 
country-bred man. 

:VIr. FUNNELL (!Jn:sbane) [3.20 p.m.]: I 
take this opportunity of protesting against 
th2 continuation of the system of requiring 
police officers to act as clcrl<s under the 
unemployment relief scheme. ln that regard 
I am of the same mind as is the hon. mem. 
her for Ipswich. In a number of stations 
a'sistance is rendered to the police doing 
tl1is work by clerks paid from the l:nem· 
ploymcnt Relief Fund. The time is oppor· 
tunc for the whole of that administration 
to be transferred to the Department of 
Labour and Industry. The scheme itself 
and the machinery for its operation are a 
bequest from the :!'11oore Government. Were 
the force to bo relieved of this work more 
oflicers would be available for police duties. 

I also wish to bring under notice of the 
Y[inister the grave anomaly that exists 

[Jlr. Plunkett. 

when a police officer is injured in the per­
formance of his duties. For many years 
the policy of the administration was to 
find a somewhat lighter job for a police­
man injured in the performance of his duty. 
I understand that that policy has recently 
been changed, and nowadays the injured 
man has to go before a medical board. 
Shou'd the board decide that he is not lit 
to carry out the ordinary duties appertain. 
ing to his oflico he is sent ouL on a pension 
financed from a fund to which he has con· 
tributed. Under these circumstances GO 

reward is made to a policeman who has 
been unfortunate enough, either because of 
his courage or for some other rea,on, to 
be injured in the discharge of his duty. 
A police officer with ten years' service and 
a wife and family dependent upon him 
who is injured whilst performing his duty, 
if comidered bv the medical board to b,, 
unfit for further: duty, is sent out on a pen­
sion of something like £2 a week. A 
Federal public servant injured whilst on 
duty receiYes compensation to the extent cf 
the injur: as well as payment under a super­
annuation scheme. 

Clause 14 of the Commonwealth Statutory 
Rules of 1930 states-

" The authorities under the Common· 
wealth to employees of which the applica­
tion of the Act shall extend shall be as 
follows:-

Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 
Commonwealth Savings Bank of Aus-

tralia . 
Repatriation Commission. 
\Var Service Homes Commission. 
Commonwealth Railways. 
Australian Commonwealth Shipping 

Board. 
Council for Scientific and Industria} 

Research. 
J'\orth Australian Commission." 

}?;ucticulh- tl-:i_c; -w·hvlu vf tht; Cvi1li!!VilWtiLllh 
public se'n·icc have the benefits of the 
Federal vVorkers' Compensation Act extended 
to them in addition to the superannuation 
payments. The Commonwealth schedule lays 
down the following compensation payments 
for specified injuries:-

Xature of Injury. 

Loss of both eyes I 
Loss of both hand' ~ 
J,oss of both feet . . : : 
Loss of a ham! ant! a foot 
Total and incurable loss of m~;lt,al 

po\vers. involving inability to work I 
Total and incurable paralysis of limbs 

or mental powers j 
Loss of either arm, or of the greater 

part thereof 
Loss of lower part of either arm, either 

hand, or five fingers of either hand 1 
Loss cl leg . . . . · · · · 1 

Loss of the lower part of the leg 
Loss of a foot . . . . 
Loss of onP eye, 1vith serious diminution 

of the sight of the other 
Loss of sight of one eye 
I .. oss of hearing .. 
Complete deafness of one ear 
Loss of a thumb 
Loss of a forefinger .. 
Loss of part of a thumb .. 
Loss of little finger, middle finger or 

ring finger 
LoRs of a toe or the joint of a finger 
Loss of a joint of a toe 

Amount 
payable. 

£ 

750 

675 

600 

600 
:>62/10/1) 

5:?5 
675 

375 
600 
200 
2c'5 
150 

112/10/0 
112/10/0 

90 
75 
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If the Federal public servants can enjoy 
Commonwealth \Vorkers' Compensation Act 
payments as well as superannuation pay­
ments I see no reason why similar treatment 
should not be extended to the police force 
in this State. In this State, if a State public 
servant meets with an injury whilst per­
forming his or her duty, he or she receives 
compensation and a charge is made against 
the department concerned by the Insurance 
Commissioner, who also levies an additional 
5 per cent. to meet administrative costs. 
Until recently, also, when the railway super­
annuation scheme was wound up, the rail­
waymen of this State also benefited bv the 
provisions of both the Workers'· Compensa­
tion Acts and the superannuation scheme. 
If it is to be the policy of the department 
to insist that policemen injured in the per­
formance of their duties are to submit to 
an examination by a medical board then iu 
common with Federal public servants State 
public servants and railwaymen they' should 
enJoy tho benefits of the Workers' Compen­
sation Acts. It would be the most humane 
way to treat them, it would provide them 
with some compensation for the injuries 
received during the performance of their 
duties and it would assist their wives and 
dependents as well. I trust that full and 
earnest consideration will be given to this 
matter in the near future. 

I notice that a considerable sum i- to be 
appropriated this year for the payment of 
overtime to the police force, and I should 
like to know if it could not be reduced bv 
providing additional employment in the 
police force. It is preferable to give addi­
tional employment to unemployed persons 
who arc capable of fulfilling all the require­
ments of a police recruit than pay this 
excessive amount of overtime. I hope that 
>vhen the next Estimate-, are being considered 
it will be found that the administration has 
devised some means whereby this alteration 
can be made. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, lthaca) [3.30 p.m.]: The matters 
raised by the hon. members for Murilla 
and Nanango in relation to the educational 
tests of the new police recruits were dealt 
with bv me on the vote for the Chief Office 
I can "assure thorn that they have nothing 
to fear in the matter. As I pointed out 
yesterday the educational examination for 
a recruit is merelv based on a seventh 
(!'rade State school standard. That standard 
of education is available to most bovs grow­
inf\ up in this State to-day. I ca;;not for 
the life of me see how many young people 
can in these davs be denied a State school 
education. The .. number must be verv small 
indeed. Police recruits are required ·to pass 
an <'ducational examination based on that 
standard, and not on a University Junior 
or Senior public examination standard. Per­
sonally, I believe that any pupil of a State 
school who has attained the seventh stan­
dard is in a position to pursue further studies 
if a higher standard of education is desired. 
EYcn· person must study if he desires to 
improve his status in life. No bov in the 
country, any more than a boy in the city, 
is deprived of the right of entering a State 
school. The compul--ory school ago in both 
the city and country is the same, fourteen 
years. The average scholar in the city and 
countrv does not bother to obtain a standard 
aLm·e ·the seventh class standard. 

:Vlr. GoDFREY MORGAN : The education of 
the boy in the city might be directed along 

channels to enable him to enter business, 
while on the other hand the education of 
the boy in the country is to fit him to go 
on the land. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The man 
on the land does a little bookkeeping and 
the country boy no doubt will be e-ducated 
to do that work. 

Mr. GODFREY ::\IoRGA!'i: Very little of that 
is done. · 

The HOME SECRETARY: Do they not 
keep accounts? 

Mr. GoDFREY :MoRGAN: Very few, 
The HOME SECRETARY: The boy in 

the city may never get beyond driving a 
dray, navvying, or a myltitude of occupa­
tions that do not require him to keep up 
his educational studies. A boy must be 
mentally dull if he cannot brush his knowl­
edge up after baYing once attained a seventh 
class education. 

l\fr. GoDFREY ::'vloRGAN: You cannot get 
the adYantage of night schools in the coun­
try as you can in Brisbane. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If a boy has 
a seventh class State school standard he 
should after a lapse of a few years be 
capable of brushing up that knowledge. If 
not, he must be lazy or dulL Between 6Q 
and 70 per cent. of the recruits admitted 
into the police force recently came from 
countrv centres. That shows that boys from 
the colmtry are just as capable of passing 
that State school examination a,s the boys 
in the city. The educational requirements 
for cadet clerks were based on a public ser­
,·ice pass, and included shorthand, typuwrit­
ing. and bookkeeping. Sm·eral boys from the 
country passed tha: examination. Naturally, 
other qualifications requisite for a police 
recruit were physique and the capability of 
passing a severe medical test. They are 
also required to pass certain tc,'lts in horse­
manship, to be able to ride a bicycle and 
to be able to driYe a motor car. I believe 
that some of the recruits were well down 
in the list of educational passes. One man 
"as well down the list, but he is supposed 
to b~ one of the best horsemen in Queens­
land and he obtained preference because he 
pos Bssed that qualification. Our experience 
has been that the country lad is quite a.' cap­
ab:' of passing an examination as the city 
boy, In their period of training at the depot 
the recruits are being given riding instruc­
tion and some knowledge is being imparted 
to them concerning motor vehicles. Classes 
for first-aid instruction are being orgamsed 
and due importance is being placed on ability 
to ,.wim. EYerv member of a batch of 
rc>cruits sworn in" at the Petrie Terrace depot 
this vcar had either a certificate or medal 
for competency in lift 3aving. In all these 
directions the knowledge acqurrcd by_ the 
police recruit during his period of trammg 
will be of inYaluable assistance in the penod 
of active police service to follow, and every 
encouragement is given to these recrmts to 
fit themselves for the work ahead of them. 

With regard to the native trackers, the 
amount actually saved is £3,ono per annum, 
for the figures shown on the Estimates repre­
sent only wages and do not take i_nto 
account rations and allowances. Thrrty 
fewer trackers arc being provided for this 
v0ar. but I do not suppose that the forty­
~even trackers who are left. would between 
them do one trackeJ·'s joh continuously dur­
ing the year. Still, forty-seven native 

Hon. E. JJ1. Banlon.] 
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trackers will be available and thev will be 
situated at point> easy of access- if their 
Rervices arc requirt<L No necessity exists 
for seventy-seven native trackers in Queens~ 
hncl, nnd I believe that if a shilling is not 
being' earned it is an outrage to spend it. 
Ther:e is no place in Queensland where the 
sen-icc,; of a tracker cannot be obtained at 
sl1ort notice, As a matter for fact, in nearly 
every police diotrict, a police officer is the 
protelior of aborigines, responsible for the 
t'Drllings of the aborigines being banked and 
withdrawn only with his approval, so that 
aborigines ·would bL' available in nearly all 
distric+c, of the State. 

:VIr. GODFREY ::>.IoRGAN: You seldom see a 
black in the ~outh-wcst no\V. 

Th,• HOME SECRETARY: But ample 
llati,·c trackers are still stationed in the 
south-west. In mall\' parts of Queensland 
any nurub(~r of aborigines would be available 
for iracking if wanted. 

The matter of the injured policeman 
rui"•d bv the hon. member for Brisbane is 
ono ove~ which I have no control. If a 
member of the police force loses a limb, 
whether on or off duty, he is rendered unfit 
for fur::hC'r police ;-.f'l'Yice, ant1 consequently 
on retirement is eligible only for the amount 
of pension to which he is entitled under the 
Act. ThP pension rcrtainly places him in 
a better po,,ition than if he came only within 
the ambit of the \Yorkcrs' Compensation 
Act-. I cannot do anything in the matter. 
The law as it stands must be obeyed. 

Intncnittont relief work does not come 
within my control, but I realise that the 
policr> are doing an immense amount of 
work for the Department of Labour and 
Industry, and the exigencies of the position 
demand that such work should be contmued 
for the time being. If that department can 
find another wa 1 of doing the work, so much 
thP better. for' the police would offpr no 
objec-tion to their burden being lightened 
in that way. I can only pay a tribute to 
the cheerful manner in which members of 
the force have carried out that very trying 
work. The police have to deal with large 
numbers of unc•mployed men week by week, 
and do the work tactfully and carefully. 
En~r:v po-;sihlP a-=:Ristance },;; giYen to the 
unemplovod. whilst at the same time a care­
ful watch is kept on the funds of the depart­
mc!'t. All hon. members will admit that the 
police have donc very lino work, unselfishly 
11nd uncn~nplainingl:v. \Vhcn all is sa1d and 
done, we ha,-e not had much complaint, 
bec .•.use the police realise the unfortunate 
position of thf' mwmployccl and know that 
anv monev taken from relief funds to pay 
for: official s~rvices would mean so much less 
for ne-tuft! unemploe-ment relief. 

'The \'onnnissi011Pr of Police will take a 
note of anv matter that has been raised in 
this debate. 

:Ylr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) (3.41 p.m.]: 
r desire to add my mecd of praise and con­
gratulatione to the Commissioner of Police 
on his work durir,g the past year. Even a 
ca'lwl observer notices the grc'1ter efficiency 
and more alert bearing of the policemen in 
the strec,t, whilst the innovations in traffic 
control have been of benefit to the people 
of Brisbane. 

'The report of the Commio;ioner gives a 
remme of the action he took prior to assum­
ing active control of the force. The Com­
missioner visited the headquarters of each 

[Hon. E. 11. Hanlon. 

of thP police districts throughout the State, 
and rnade a close study of pohco organisa­
tion and methods in Sydney and J\1elbour~w. 
'That is ty]1ical of tfw thoroughness :VIth 
which Thfr. Can·oll works, as was exemphfied 
during his term in the Income Tax Depart­
n~ent. 

l was pleased to hear the statement by the 
Horne Sec:retary relating to successful can~i· 
dr1 tes in the recent examination for aJm1t* 
t>n1ce to the police force. It is, I think, a 
>alisfactorv reply to the objections puL for­
ward bv the hon. memher for 11uri!Lt and 
other' that these examinations would be of 
benefit only to men living in the city. Even 
if bv any chance a greater numbe-r of the 
wc-cessful candidates came from the metro­
politan area, the Commissioner of Police, 
realising iho nature of the work that has to 
be carried ont in the western and northern 
portions of the StatE\ wo~dd not appoint 
clerical men to all the pooitions offer­
ing. lion. ruentbers -will readily n;alise 
ti,at thm·e arc men m the police force 
at the pre,,ent ti1ne who have not 
l1cen promoted hccausc of their inability 
to take over administrative duties and per­
form the neces,"arv clerical work attached 
to those of!iccs. Those men perform valu­
able wo;·k in some spheres, and after many 
vears of service and good 'vork in the 
~utcrosts of tho con1munitv thev are cicserv· 
ing of rnorc remuneratron. .,but lack of 
Nlucation holds them back. 

I desire to offer mv congratulations to the 
Cornrnissioner for h}R effective adrninistra­
hon in regard to traffic rnattcrs. The pur­
clla~o of bventy cycles and tho arrangernent 
for fast-moving motor cars is a step m the 
rio·ht direction. The effect of this tmprove­
rr~nt has been evidenced when dealing with 
motor thieves. and I am satisfied the Com­
rnis.,ioner will expand that service. 

In a superficial way I have seen the police 
force operating in almost every Shte, wtth 
th(~ exception of Tasrnania, and as a rpsult 
o< my observations I consider the standard 
of intelligence and integrity in the Queens­
land force is second to none in the Cornmon­
\vealth. 

I desire to make a suggestion-and I do 
not want to hC' misunderstood in this matter 
-in regard to th~, manner in which confes­
sions aro sometimes obtained from people 
in cu>tody. ~\t !oast one judge oi the 
Supreme Court has taken very 8trong excep­
tion to the manner in which confcs~ions arn 
sometimes obtaoned by members of the police 
force. The method objected to is tliat of 
placing accomplices in separate ro01us and 
telling one what the other has confessed to. 
I do not think any policeman would tell an 
i1 di,·idual a lie regarding the statement of 
a~: accomplice. The Criminal Code 1s Yet·y 
deflnitl~ as to acco1nplicos. It says that an 
offender cannot be convicted on the uncor­
roborated testimony of an accomplice or 
accomplices, which means that the evidence 
c,f the latter must be corroborated in some 
material particu! ar implicating the accused. 
1 realise the diffictdties confronting the Com­
rnissioner 1n atternpting to evolve a svstem 
which would eliminate such occurrences as 
I have mer:tioned; but I feel that by very 
careful training the police would become 
more efficient in cross-examination and better 
equipped to obtain evidence without rcsort­
iug to any method which is frowned upon 
bv some judges. I admit that a perus:tl of 
Table 1 in the report of tlte Commc"wner 
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si·ows that the work of the police has been 
verv efficient. I realise that there are prob· 
ab:y insurmountable difficulties in the way 
of altering the present method. Every mmn­
bcr in this Committee realises that justice, 
to be of any value in any community, 'must 
bP administered with scrupulous impartwlity, 
and the punishment meted out must be con­
si··tcnt with good judgment and a considera­
tion of the circumstances of each crime. I 
qaite realise that a man who is over­
enthusiastic in his \vork may do things that 
in his calmer moments he would noL do. 
That is only a phase of human nature, and 
may happen to any one of us. 'L'he Com­
missioner should take steps to ensure the 
careful treatment of prisoners in custody for 
the purpose of examination. 

Mr. KEllNY: They have protection und~r 
the Vagrants, Gaminr;, and (),her Offences 
Act. 

:N1r. P. K. COPLEY: That Act stands to 
the eternal shame of the 2\Ioore Govern­
ment. Following on the statement of the 
hon. member for Logan in regard to it, I 
suggest to the Commissioner that it should 
be used with the g-reatest of care. As I 
pointed out yesterday, if a convicted man 
goes down the street and accidentally meets 
a former friend who snubs or ignores him­
certainlv a sad commentary on our outlook 
on life "to-dav-he mav become bitter and 
think others· will do ·the same and in a 
d(-",ire for coE rcrsation may stoP to talk to 
a man he has met in prison. ·we all know 
that the practice is that if a man is seen in 
the company of a convicted man, the detective 
or other police official who observes him 
" books " him-that is the term used. The 
official makes a note in his book and 
goes back to headquarters, where records 
are kept, and records the ci rcumstancf'~, 
time, and place. The individual may later 
on meet hvo or three other persons who 
have been in prison with him, he may meet 
them on four or five different occasions, and 
n1ay sta.nd talking for a fevv rninutes only 
without any criminal intent, anJ certainly 
not to plan any nefarious scheme. Should an 
officious police officer take it into his head 
to deal with the individual, he can arrest 
him under the Vagrants, Gaming, and Other 
Offences Act and charge him with consort­
lllg. 

Illr. KEXKY: He has his protection. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: As a matter of fact, 
he is being deprived of his liberty. The 
provisions of that section of the Act must 
be very carefully ad1ni11istered in the intel·­
ests of the people, particu:arly when a man 
has already purged himself in respect of 
an offence connnitteU against society and 
is endeavouring to lead a new life. It may 
he, and probably is the case that he is 
pulled up by these former gaol acquain­
L\nccs with a rcquc~t for n1oney. There hre 
rnany circun1stances to be considered regard­
ing the association of men under these con­
ditions. \Yhcn eventually he is asked to 
give an explanation as to his a~sociation 
with mch inrlividuals, the man may have 
entirely forgotten the incident. 

Mr. KEN)IY: I-Ie is allowed to have a 
witness when he is being examined. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: As a matter of 
fact, if the hon. member knew as much 
about it as I do, he would know that the 
interrogation of these men is finalised before 
any quet'tion is bro~Lched as to arrest, and 

it is only when the policeman has made up 
his mind to arrest him thnt this question 
of witnesses arises. 

Tho Comrnissioner is to be conuncndcd 
for his endeavours to look after the welfare 
of his force. The \V clfare Association that 
is at pre~:Dnt in existence is tending to good­
will amongst the members of the force. It 
has been a necessity for many yearc. In 
the past the individual members of the force 
hc<ve not had the opportunity of forgather­
jng and nu~eting their colleagues. The Com­
nli~sioner in this respect is vvorking along 
right Iincs. and I wioh .him well. . There is 
no section of the pub!Jc serv1ce m whwh 
eontentn1cnt is rnore nccessarv in order that 
the maxi~um benefit may be obtained from 
it than the police force. 

Item (Police) agreed to. 

POLICE IK VE.' T}fENT BOARD. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Han!on, Ithaca) [3.51 p.rn.J: I move--

" That £49,500 be granted for · Police 
Investrnent Board.' " 

This is the fund from which police pemion;; 
are paid. Provision has been made for the 
restoration of the pension cut as from the 
ht Januarv next. I am ven· pleased indeed 
to be able· to see the last of that cnt in the 
pensions of ex-member'· o£ the police force. 
1 think thcv \W're in the class of th>ngs 
that conlcl w<:ll have bePn left alone when the 
pruning knife was b~:iug used: rrhc sc.a1e of 
Hcnsio11s for the pohce force IS very hbcral, 
~nd ice for a very definite purpose. 1\o 
policeman should have to worry rtbout bemg 
a b:e to support himself in his old age. Very 
frequently we hear criticisn1 . of the force~ 
and son1c tirne ago a :::uggest1on w,~s made 
that quite a number of members of the 
force were grafters. The whole of the 
force had to boar the 'in of one or two of 
its nH.:mhors. The mernbers, as a "\vhole, 
have been giving the community a very iine 
and clean service and 1t is only right that 
the community 'should provide for them 
when thev have to retire from active ser­
vice. The very nature of their duties makes 
it nccessan· thrtt thev should ho retired 
whilst comj'Jarativcly young. The physical 
standard required of a member of the force 
makes it inadvisable to keep him in active 
service until he reaches the retiring age of 
other branches of the public scnice. Of 
ccm·se. abo, during the course of their 
carN,.·s members of the force are, I .. upposc, 
snbiccted to more temptation than is any 
oth~r section of the service, and if the 
community did not make pro;-ision for 
~ecuritv in their old age, it \vould ITlL'.an that 
a greater degree of temptation would be 
placed in the way of men of a weaker morrtl 
standard than is possc,sccl by the great 
majoritY. I am verv plc a sed to be abk 
to 'announce that pensions will be paid i,, 
full as froin 1st J anuar) next. 

:VIr. W. T. KING (Jiurrr) [3.55 p.m.]: 1 
congratulate the I--lorne BerrPtary upon decid. 
ing to restore the pensions in full to ex­
m~mbcrs of tho police fnr,·e. The Moore 
Governmeut should nc;·er have reduced those 
pensions. 

:VIr. KEllXY: Why did JOU not rost.o;-e them 
hvo years ago '? 

Mr. W. T. KI::\'G: I sha 11 deal with the 
hon. member in dne course. The fact 
remains that the pensions should never have 

Jfr. TV. T. Iling.j 
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lHJen reduced. .AE' the f-Iornc Secretarv has 
pointed out, the membflr< of the police" force 
have a cPrtnm duty to pPdorm, they recei,·e 
a certain s~lary,. awl Inany te1nptations c1n 
be placed 1n their way. The promise 0£ a 
pension upon rctirPrrlent is an added induce~ 
ment to them t0 j0in the force. The :\1oore 
Government in their ad1ninistration of the 
affairs of thio; State cut the police pensions 
mercilessly to t.ho extent of 15 per cent., 16 
por cent., llltd 17 per cent. Those pensions 
shouhl hn r,~e been S<H'!'OM.J net, and no GoYern~ 
ment, uuder any couditions should ha Ye dealt 
''·'ilh thern in the wav tl~e lVToore Govoru­
ment did. \Ye haYe restored these pensions. 
ThE' hon. nomnbcr for Cook has asked whv 
>YC did not re:;r on• thcn1 C'arlicr, but h~~ 
_tppeaYs to be wild at present because "\\"(' 
have dc6dcd to do it now. Financial 
stringency a~Hl thP acts of the lY1oore Goverll­
rnent during· their tr-nn of off-ice prcn~nteJ 
our restor_ing the p('n..:;,1ons earlier, but the 
prc:sent Govemment have improved the 
financial po.sition of the State to such an 
edent that it is possiblo to restore the 
pensions to the: forrner amount. I had yer-v 
IIlUCh pleasure jn being associated with a 
deiJutation eo the Home Secretary at the 
beginning of n1y tenn as a member 0£ Parlia­
I.neut \vhich sought the n:-storation of these 
pensions. I had Ycry n1uch pleasure in 
t•cing associatr•d with other hon. nwrubers 
on this side of 1],e Chamber in keeping the 
mutter befor<' the Home Secrctarv and I 
had Vf~ry rnuch plPa~ure in being ~~sociatcd 
with tho d(~putation that vvas infonned bv 
the Hon:c Se('l'Ptarv that it \\as his intentioi1 
to restore the p<;n.5ions to their orio·inal 
an1ount. :::. 

Mr. Ji.fooRE: You will have to pay an 
arnusern0nt tax: on all thi:;; pleasure. 

Mr. W. T. KI:'\:G: I belieYe that the 
amu,ement ta>. should lJe aboliehed. The 
hon. gentlc1nan wa-; rcsnonsible for nnlCh 
tt·agody in the Jive• of the people during '1is 
three years 111 power, but he seeks nO\V to 
change from tragt>dy to comedr. The hon. 
member fen· Toowm•~· sat behind the Govern­
nle~lt ''rho re~{uccd the pensions of the ex­
pohcerncn. 11e i.~ alwa:v~ l'eady to support 
any proposal to whitt!P away the rights 
of the iudividnal. I have verv rnuch 
pleasure in supporting thi-s vote,~ and I 
express the hopo that these pensions will 
never again be r~dnc·:d. If bv anv chancl' 
hon. n1rn1bers of the calibre of hon. lncrnbcrs 
opposite do ,.,,ech tl1e Treasury bietnches 
during the COilrse of the llcxt 1,000 years I 
hope that th•·y will not interfere with these 
pensions again. 

Mr. DEACOX (Cunninr;hrzm) [3.58 p.m.]: 
The Honoe Secretary and the hon. member 
for Mttree llt'P thP two greatest political 
humbugs that this Committee has ever seen. 
Just fancy their trying to put that sort of 
thing over this Committee ! The hon. mem. 
ber for Ylaree said that police pensions 
shonld be sacrosunet, but they were, in the 
first place, reduced by the Labour Prime 
Minister, M1·. Scullin. - . 

Mr. W. T. Knw: Kot the police pensions. 

Mr. DEACO.:\': They were reduced bv the 
very man that they supported during th~ last 
Federal election campaign, Mr. Scullin. In 
addition, the present GoYernment have been 
in powe,r for ~wo and. a·half years, yet, not 
until th1s Parhament IS on its verv deathbed 
do the:v decide to restore these penswns to 
the police. They have left the matter until 

[Mr. W. T. King. 

the last 1ninutc just as an election g(•sturo. 
Smoodging to ihe police force for their 
Yotes ! That is all it means. 

:\h. \V. T. KixG: All act of common 
j n:.:;,tis·f~. 

?vir. DE • .\CON: After sticking to the 
money for two and a-half years. The hon. 
member for Maree said that the action of 
the ~Ioorc Governn1cnt ,vas thieving. 

Mr. W. T. KEG: Mr. Hanson, I rise to a 
point of order. I did not make use of the 
\', ord .. thieving" at all. The hon. hidmber 
for Cunuingba111 a1:cused n1e nf saying that 
his Co,·crnincnt tliie,Tcd. 

The CHAIRMA~ : Order! I would 
rernind the hon. rne1nber for Cunninghaa1 
that had the hon. nwmbcr for Marce made 
ust.' of tho 'vord ';thieving" I bhould 
certainly have called him to order. 

?vfr. DEACON: I accept the denial of 
tl•e hon. mernucr. 2\lcverthcless, the !lOll. 

rncn1bcr insinuated that it was a very ~<vrong 
thing to do. So did the Hon1o ;:;ecretary. 
:\cverihclcss, for two and a·half years they 
have taken advautage of that so·udled 
vvrong. They IJelicvcd it to be wrong; \ve 
believed it to be right. \V e had to make 
the deductions in the police pen~ious in the 
~an1e \Vay as we had to appl.J the reductions 
to everyone else. Hon. n1crnLcrs oppostte 
talk about these bits of cuts, but look at the 
people in the country! Look at the cuts the: 
got : Their produce \Ya5 and still is selling 
at a very low price, and a large nun1bcr 
d them are making very little wages at dl. 
\\'hy 'houlcl not someone draw attention lo 
that. fact'! iYhy all this humbug, cant, iilHI 

hypocrisy \Yhen the pre~cnt Covernwcnt l'0t'­

tinued the cuts they complain of inr two 
and a-half years after the l\1oorc Govcrn­
rneut wont out of office 't If they b0li0\rr:cl 
them to be \croug, why did they not 1ectify 
rh at wrong when they carne into }JOwer "f 

If the police fall for this sort of political 
lnunbug they are bigger fool:-; than :;.nyone 
L'ICl' bc•lien·d them to be. 

C.Ir. KE~:\'Y (Uook) [4.3 p.m.]: am 
vcr_v plea sed to sec the i11creasc in this vote, 
v;hich will enabh? the pensions to be re.otored 
tu the police. I \vas ver:: 1nuch interostAd 
in the '.poech delivered by the hon. member 
for Maree. He shed some crocodile tear; 
about tlw reductions made uy the Moore 
UoYorninont. If he wore sincere he \Votdtl 
have <cen to it two years ago that the injus· 
tice ho coinlllalns about was romedielL 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Ho came to me more 
than two years ago about the matter. 

;:-,lr, KE~;:-..:y: When we occupied the Trca­
::;ury Lcr1ches rnany hon. rncrnbcrs now sitting 
in opposition approached the Government to 
see if the police and other nublic officials 
could not be reliewd of tho finttncial rcstric. 
tions being placed upon them. We realised 
that a Labour Prime Minister, in conjunc­
tion with Labour Premiers n.ncl anti-Labour 
Premiers, came to an agreement whereby 
all controllable Government expenditure 
must be reduced by 20 per cent. 'J'he 
Qnccnsland Gm·ernment reduced the salaries 
and wages of their employees by a le"er 
percentage than any other Governmenli in 
Australia. The action taken by that Govern­
mcr.t resulted in the rehabilitation of the 
tlnances of this State. 

Mr. W. T. KING: Mr. Bruce ,,aid your 
GoYernmer.t were retrogressing rapidly in 
your la~t year of office. 
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Mr KE"N"="Y: The fact remains that the 
Moon Government had to combine with all 
other Au•tralian Governments to restore the 
fiuanci;;l stability of Australia. Hon. 
memheb opposite anticipate that they will 
get a lm of political kudos from the restora­
tion of the cuts in the police pensions, but l 
ask them plainly why these cuts were not 
restored two years ago? Doubtless they will 
sa:v that the.Y \Vero cleaning up the rness 
left [,,- tlw Moore Government. They forget 
that the ;\-Iooro Government had to clean up 
the Ini"S made by fiftPen years of Labour 
control in Queensland. At the same tiwe the 
financial po3ition of Australia was smashed. 
I'\ o GoYennncnt, not even the 1\Iooro Govern· 
mcnt. could borrow any money on either the 
interHal or external loan market. Tl:u:n \\·as 
due lorgely to fiftuen years of Labour 
admini>trntion in Qucenshnd. The people 
in this State recoguisP that. (Government 
interjel'!ions.) "\Yh1•11 the Labour Government 
went out of office the credit of this State 
\N::ts c~·ir1plcd, a.nd no loan rnonev 'vas to be 
ha cl in any part of the world. 'Afte>r three 
vrar:-:' administration bv the Mcore Govern­
;nf'nt thP present Govet~nment are jn a posi­
tion of being able to get funds. 'Why all 
rhi' hyporTisy about what shoLJld have lwen 
done. al:cl the restoration of the police 
jWnsie>n cuts from the 1st .January nPxt: 
\Yhv clo lton. members opposite not ach-ol' .te 
that thr>~c cuts should be made retro~pef'tive 
to tLc lst Julv last? But that would be 
too far awav 'from the elections! As the 
hon. rncmber~ for lV1aree was speaking, I \vas 
rcadirg an article on page 9 of to-day';:; 
'· Telegraph." which deals with the very 
subject under discussion. It says-

': S \ VE-JG Ft:XDS FOR ELECTIONEERING. 

":\ION C'O:.DIE~~T 0~ BUDGE'r SPEECH. 

.. Thr' Treasurer's Financial Statement. 
as presented to Parliament, d1scloses 
that the cons0rvative policy of the 
Government towards the claims of their 
c·nlployces and those of the unemployed 
' an nut be jl.].stifled on l he ground of 
fi1Hl11Clal stringency, states the oflicial 
oq:an of the Australian H.ailways 1Jnion, 
' T1Jc Advncatc.' which accuses the 
GoYernn1cr~t of sa vlng funds for elec­
tlonu?ring purposes." 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PuBLIC LAXDS: Your 
coblJE>r. the ·' Advocate" ! 

:\Ir. KE::\'="Y: An hon. member on the 
Gon~rnrnent side interjects, "Your cobbcr, 
the ' Advocate' "--

The SE<'RE~ARY FOR I't::BLTC LANDS: You are 
hclcome to it. They and the Communists. 

Mr. KENNY: I have yet to lcnm that 
the raihvayrnen of Queensland are Comrnu­
ni't3. 1f that is the opinion of the Deputy 
I.cadpr of the Government, I challenge him 
t' show that the railwavmen of this State 
a re n li Communists. A» great majority of 
them ;upport the present Government. 
l Inv;cver. the article continues-

" It seems to us, continues this journal, 
that. this com<crvative policy has been 
dnliheratol v followed for the purpose of 
prm,iding political window-dressing in 
the last session of Parliament. In other 
words, railwaymen, public servants, and 
the unemployed ha,-e been sacrificed to 
provide suitable election propaganda 
material for the Government. 

"The Bl.J.dget statement contains 
fi&nres and references that indicate that 

the pesoimistic tone and the negative 
attitude adopted by the Premier and 
Treasurer and his colleague (1\Ir. Pease) 
towards the many requests made by rail­
way union deputations for improvements 
in wages and conditions could not be 
justified on the ground that the grant­
ing of them would cause financial embar­
rassrnent to the Government." 

'IItus we have a definite etatemcnt by Govern­
ment employees who realise exactly what is 
taking place. Practically Bvery action taken 
ln the Governn1cnt since the conuncnccment 
of thi~ session has relation to some privilege 
t'nt will be rc.otored on the 1st January next. 
\\",, were told that the Agricultural Bank 
ir<trre3t \Yould be i'educed as fron1 l.s-t 
January next. 

The CliAilDI.-\~: Order! The hon. 
n.crnber n1ust return to the vote. 

illr. KEK-:\Y: I merely mentioned that 
in passing. It is peculiar that the restora­
tion of police pPrhions will date from ~he 
1st Jannarv next which is a date on wh1Ch 
rnanv othc~~ evcn't.s v:ill occur. The :Moore 
Go;·c~rnrnent ·vvere condL'lllned for reducing 
the police pensions in a period of financ;al 
c:epn"sion. In the three years of their office 
the J1Ioore Government had only £7,500,000 
ctvailable from all sources, whereas the 
prr.'3ent Govenunent have had £15,300,000--

The CI-LURYJ:AN: Orc1cr! 

:!\lr. KE:\NY: I mention that to show 
tLcct the pension cut could be restored now, 
!Jot on the 1st January next. but even from 
tl1P. 1st J ul~- last. 

l\Ir. \Y. T. Kr~G: \Yhy did you impooe 
th::t t cut in the first place·: 

1\Ir. KEl\;\Y: I have a !ready told hon. 
members that the :!\Ioore Government had 
to take cert,ain action to re,tore financial 
'labilitv. If that action was wror:;g, then 
for tvvO years and three Inouths the prei.'ent 
Govcrnrnont have continued the wrong, 
::1lthough thcv had an1plo funds at their dis­
poc<al. Only" on the e...-e of an election do 
th(.~ Government p:·opose to restore the reduc­
tion as ft·onl the l~t J anuarv next. If the 
present GoYornrnent expect ·t'he people con­
c,_med to regard their action as something 
>vo::dedul-somrthing that ma·its the sale 
c f their .-otes, then they are doomed to dis­
aJ•pointment. If the Government appraise 
the intelligence of the conununity ge!_lCrally 
i11 the same manner, they have a very hard 
le-"son to learn. 

:!\Ir. BAHBER (Blii~rlahcrg) [4.11 p.m.]: I 
sbould like to pay my weed of praise to the 
Govcmrnent for their action for restoring 
the-;e police pensions. Even when the hon. 
u:Prnht'r fot l 'ook and his colleagues have 
pas·cd into the limbo of forgotten things, 
the fad wiil remain that it was left to the 
(•ueensland Labour Government to restore 
the pensions of the police force of the State. 
I had the pleasure of spending last week­
end in Bundaberg, and I met a number of 
f'Xcpolicemen who desired me publicly to 
convey their appreciation of the Govern­
rnpnt\ action in restoring these pensions. I 
take it the same feeling actuates all police 
pensioners throughout Queensland. I have 
a verv happy recollection of seeing several 
ex-members of the police force at the Home 
Department a few weeks ago. I think the 
bon. member for J\l[aree and one or two 
other metropolitan members were there to 

Jlr. Barber.] 
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introduce the depatation to the Home Secre­
tarv. I think that was about tlw shorte-t 
de})utation en n·enrd. Thc,y WEn? hardly in 
the room bc'orc the Home ::Oc·.Tctan advisc·d 
th(-!tn that tllL' r~eu~ions \"1 oultl be n_~';torer 1 as 
fron1 lst Jauual:y ncx.t. 

I am sorry the hon. member for Cook has 
left the Cham her, because I wamcd to Hty 
a few ;,·ords for his br•nefit. I recognise 
after his outbu"t last night and again this 
rnorning tbat he is in a bad ay; and 
'0 is the hon. member for Toowong. I 
happen to locate myself in Toowong when 
I am at home. There are bvo ghosts 
stalking the he))]. member for Toowong at 
the present time: one is Mr. Ncil 
.1\lacgroart.Y, vrho is no~v re;;:;icling in tho 
Toowong electorate, and is reported to be 
looking for tht• hon. 1nen1ber's bcalp. 
and the other ghost is the crematorium 
which has recently commenced operations 
on the other side of the river, which means 
there will be fewer ghosh to be re&urrected 
at election time to vote for the hon. mem­
Ler. 

The work of the police--

The CHAIRMAJ\': Order! The hon. 
mc·rubor is not in order in discussing tlw 
police vote generally. That vote has been 
passed, and the Chamber is now consider­
ing the vote for the Police Investment 
Board, which covers police superannuation. 

Yir. BARBER : I was going to observe 
that the good work of the police has 
entitled them to these pensions. If I were 
Mussolini I would have g-iven a pension 
of £3 a week to every constable >Yho retired 
from the force. 

At 4.15 p.m., 
Thir. O'KEEFE (Cairns), one of the panel d 

Temporary C11airn1c11, relieved the Chair­
rrlan in the chair. 

:VIr. BARBER: If that were done, I sup­
r,osc our friends on the opposite side would 
cry, " \Vhere is the n1oney t·2! corn,_; fr01n ?" 
'l'hat out!ook is in keeping with their atti­
tude on every occasion ~~vhen tocial legl~la­
tion has been introduced by the Labour 
Party in the interests of the workers. I 
contend that the policeman is equally as 
much a social worker as the industrialist, 
therefore it is perfectly right that industry 
should :find the rneans of proYiding an 
adequate pension for him "·hen he retire-. 

I compliment the GoV<'rnment on their 
actio11 in restoring the pension cut. 

Yir. GAIR (South Brisban,) [4.17 p.rn.J: 
I should like to join with other members 
of the Government party in registeriug my 
appreciation of the Government's dccisi::m 
to restore to the police pcn.,ioners the cut 
jn their pension rates whic;1 \Ya;_, 111ade by 
the 1tloore Govenunent. I cons~der tho 
action of the lVIoore Government in interfer­
ing with the pensions of c•x-police officers 
'vas a distinct injustice, and was, in effect, 
taking away from those people money which 
they had subscribed to this fund by their 
co]jtributions. 

Mr. MooRE: You know their contribu­
tions \Vcre not touched. 

Mr. GAIR: This fund was c,tablished for 
the purpose of pro.-iding a pension for police 
officers. Police officers are required to mb­
ecribe to this fund to make nrovision for 
their DWn rPtire1nent" and yet ~,vo haYe the 
hon. the Leader of the Oppo,ition sayiJJg 
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that by reducing their pensions by !5 per 
cr-nt. their subscriptions were not interfered 
with. It is yerv difficult to underst<nd his 
reasoning and ·I repeat that interference 
with or reduction of that pension w.ts a dis­
tinct injustice. The hon. member for Cook 
has stated that the pensions of police officers 
were reduced in every State of th,, Common­
wealth. That remark is distinctly untrue. 
Quccmland was the only State in the Com­
!llCHl\\ealth where ox-police officers had 
a reduction made in their pL•nsiou and the 
:\Toorc Government were responsible for it. 
I am pleased that the rresent Government 
are taking the first a.-ailable opportunity of 
restoring that cut in the pensions of ex­
police oflicers . 

J\ir. KEXXY: You had an opportunity pre­
viously. 

Mr. G~HR: That is a very wise statement 
and, of course, characteristic of the truant 
from Cook. A man who will got up in this 
Chamber day in and day out and make state­
ments which are of little value, but which 
£ortuna tcly are not taken seriously by people 
outsiclc--

2\'Ir. KENNY: ·what are you worrying about 
then? 

Mr. GAIR: Is it any wonder that the 
mcmbCl"s of this Chamber are camed worry, 
wlwn Wt' have a n101nber of the type of the 
hon. mmnber for Cook, who persists in giving 
n~ his claptrap, wl1ich i~ n~dncing the stan­
dard of this Parliament to the !eve! of the 
guttet. 

Mr. KENNY: I rise to a point of order. 
I think it is .-ery unparliamentary to refer 
t,o any p('rson in this Committee as reducing­
the prestige of this Parliament to the level 
of the gutter. It is offensive to me, and I 
ask that it be withdrawn. 

The TE:HPOR.\RY CHAIRMAN: Order t 
I would ask the hon. member for South 
Brisbane to withdraw his remark. 

Mr. GAIH: I haw no objection to with· 
drawing the remark if it is offensive to the 
hon. member for Cook. 

:\fr. KENNY: I am not uoed to Ji.-ing in 
the gnttcr. 

Mr. GAIR: \Ye do not know too much 
about the hon. member's past. The hon. 
wember for Cook takes exception to my 
eh a rging hirn with reducing the standard of 
Parliament to the gutter. I withdraw, but 
I feel justified in registering my protc,t 
against the efforts of many hon. members 
opposite-not ail of them-to reduce the 
standard of this Parliament to that of a 
kindergarten, by daily ta !king a lot of 
twaddle and claptrap that bring' ridicule on 
members of l'arlirunent generally. That is 
o-:e of the rc·asons whv memb<crs of Parlia­
ment are subjected to ,:idicu!e by the general 
public instead of commanding its admira­
tiou and support. The hon. member for Cook 
· of those member> on the Opposition 

who are guilty of that charge. 

Again I wish to say that tho Gc.-ornment 
rt tared t!Jc·,o pensions at the first pos-
opporb~nity, and I arn ~ure their action 

will recei H' the apprO\'al of the people of 
Qneensland and tho appreciation of those 
ex-members of the police force who sufferer! 
this reduction at the hands of the Moore 
Government. The people and the ex-mem­
b·.'rs of the force arc intelligent enough to 
size up the situation for themselves. The_;· 
'' ii! realise that in addition to having 
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~uffereu this reduction. had a Labour Govern­
ment not been returned to office in 1932. 
thev would not have rccei Ycd a restora tiorr. 
but' that probahly further reductions would 
have beoen inflicted. There is no doubt that 
members of the public service, and employees 
of the Crown generally realise that had a 
Labour Government not be•'n elected in 1932 
thev would have suffered further re-ductions 
in t,hcir wage~ and salaries. 

l\Ir. G. C. TAYLOR (h'noggr:m) [4.22 
p.m.]: I congratulate the Government on 
restoring· the police pensions. I take up 
tile attitude that whatever little I had to 
do '";ith the restoration of the pensions to 
the ex-members of the police force in this 
Str1te was done as a matter of principle. I 
am OlJlJOseJ to :!Jly Gon.•rnrnertt's making a 
rl'duetion in pension:::~ oE any kjud, v,rhether 
ihPy bc- o1d-agP, inYalid) or volice. There 
i~ ~orncthing saC'rcd in a contract to pay 
ptemior". vVhat happened at the Loa>n 
Council and the Pretnicrs' Conference rnaY 
llct\·o bad sornething to clo with the reduction~~ 
or 1wlice pensions in this State The restora­
boll gives rnc vr·r.:,' rnuch plcaElure indeed. 
~"TftC' GoYcrnnlcnt arc rcstorlng sornething t<) 

\\hi eh the cx-policernen an-~ ju~tl.';' cntitlf'(l 
and 'omething that ,hould never have !we;~ 
taken from them. The hmr. member for 
Cook has rnade a characteristic contribution 
.to the debate ln· criticising- the method of 
re-.:.toration, but his ren1arks arc ontircl~, 
based on political exigencies. He has no 
other joss to Hog and naturally he uses this 
one on each and ever·~:; occasion. There is 
no doubt. that the tatC of thP Trea~ury vvas 
rcspon-ible for the non-restoration of the' 
pensions in 1932. The matter was thoroughly 
~omidercd by tire Home Secretan· and the 
UovPrnment. hut owing to the · disturbed 
economic conditiol'o it >Yas decided that it 
WlH iwpo.,siblc to reelorP them before the 
present tirnc, and as a GoYernnlent rnust 
liYc within tiro amount of finance ccnrtributcd 
1·y the taxpt1~>crs it "\vas 110cc~sary to scrutini~P 
c::Ircfull,v every Gvcnuc of expenditure. Bu~ 
:h1ring the past tv. o yrars tho country has 
been steadily rcrovt-.rlr•g frorn the b~ight 
ca...,t on it five year~ ago and the Govern­
!Ilf'nt are able to rt~- tore not onl v th _ 
pr-llsions to ex-volicernen but aJso to ~xtend 
a r·• itSOJlalrle mea ·ure of relief to officers of 
the nnblic ~ervice 1vho utnl!e under the­
clrarp axe of deflation swung bv tlre l\'Ioore 
Coyennnent. · 

Mr. DEACO:\" ((!unningham) [4.26 p.m.]: 
I cannot help rcpl,ving to OliB or t·wo other 
little pieces of political propaganda that have 
<'manatcd from the; other side of th•l 
Chamber. ApparPnt\y i.he hon. mernber foe 
South Brisbane doe.' rwt know 1hat the man 
rcspon~1ble for all th1s cutbng in expendi­
ture \.Yas th0 YC"l'y n1an that they supportrd 
n~ the po· ~ibie Prime Mi~istcr of Australicl 
n fe'" wc£ks a go. 

r;rr. C. C. T.\YLOH: You know that is not 
C01TCCt. 

Mr. DEACO:\": 11 H correct. Hon. 
members OfJposih~ know very "\vell that even 
the old-age pensions were cut and that they 
'npported the man who proposed it. The 
man who did it and the party that proposed 
it and carried it through had the strongest 
support of hon. members opposite a few weeks 
ago, and now they sav that it was a great 
injustice? Last year hon. members opposite 
had practically the biggest revenue on record, 
\hey had any amount of money. 

1\Ir. MOORE: They paid off £2,000,0% m 
Tn•asury bill;;. 

l'.lr. DEACO:\": They had plenty of money. 
l\ov: thev s~ v that the financial cuts were 
a grc•at Wrong alld a groat injustice. They 
stuck to the police mone0• for two and a-half 
years ami even now they propose to stick 
to it for another two n1onths. I have never 
heard such political nonsen~c- talked in th1s 
CIIamber. As a matter of fact, thev do not 
kno\v by ho'v tnuch the pensions \vCrc actu­
all~· reduePd. Tht_' policP contributions 1vere 
not touched at all. the onlv contribution 
that \V<.L:i reduced being 1hC Govcnnnent 
contribution to the fund. 

i\Jr. W. T. Krc-:G: The police ,,uffcrcci itt 
thPi i" peu~ion vayrncnt,3. 

C.Jr. DEACO:\': Dic1 not the old-age pen­
::'ionel·~ ~nfl:'C'l' \vhcn tl1eir pensions weee cut 
b,v the friend>< of ho'r. member.; opposite? 
And did holl. ll1CTnber~ opposite not support 
the man who did it·: \\'as it not much 
hardPr on thf' old-age pensioners than on the 
cox-po!icernen ·: Djd lion. n1Prnbers oppo~ite 
l hink of jl,tt v:hcn they supported Mr. 
SCLdlin dm·ir'g- the la't Federal election 
·:;:uupaign '! Tt nwkc.:.;; 1Jl1P 1 ired to listen 
to hon. rnrrubc-r"' oppo~ite. 

i'I'Ir. GAlR: \Year:· Wil\ic ~ 

l\lr. DE A COX: There i.' one thing I am 
Eat \Yc:ary about, and tlwt i3 telling hon. 
11101nlJers on the other ~ide vvhat rubbi:;h 
llrev t<tlk on matters like this. Jf thev wcr" 
corl~istcnt. :::.incerc. and honest in· their 
belief. thev woLJid ha vc ,.,,stored these con­
t-ributions · thn'e "·ear::; ago. Even the 
cx-policcrnen "\\·ho are to receive this rnoney 
rnu:-;t kuow that it i:3 Dcing restored onl.v 
fen· clc. tionccring purposc.s. Hon. rnernber~) 
oppos)tc are 110 uwrc honest in their attempt 
to restore the Govertunent. contributions 1.0 

tlw Police Tnv0--tment Board than thev were 
during the la.-t Federal election .:ar;lpaign 
wh<•n they fail0d to denounce Mr. Scullin 
and :\Ir. 'Th_Podore for having l'f~duced the 
old-age pensrom. 

:'1-lr. BR \SSINGTO:'\ (Fortitude Fallrp) 
[4.30 p.m.J: In rlca:ing "~ith the remarks 
1nadc b:v th~· hon. rnenlbci' for Cunning. 
harn, which call for son1e rommcnt. I 
dc~ire to speak for mvs0lf. I have a vcrv 
vivid roco11cetion of t};c orcas1on when hor;. 
n1crnbcr::; opposite piloted through this Chan1-
bcr the Financial Emergency Act, antl I 
rPnrcmbcr. too. the attitude of my party in 
this Chamber. and how they yoted upon that 
mcawi·e. Their attitude was definitelv 
again:-:t an.v cuts in polict• pensions, a-, \\ell 
a..:; an:v cub in salaries .and wages. It ill 
become:; rho hon. l11Pm bcr to attempt to 
j ,, ·tif_v this injustice which his Government 
perpetrated 011 certain nnfortunate sections 
of the community hy shifti11g the resp<:>,-,si­
bility orr to the slrou1ders of others. 

l\Ir. DEACO':: Yet you supported this Go­
vernment who stuck to that money for two 
and a-half years. and will not give it back, 
even no,v. 

Cvir. BRASSJ:\'GTOj\;: Any remarks that 
I mad<' when the Financial Emergency Act 
was bemg cons1dered are to be found 
recorded in "Hansard." lf the hon. mem­
ber for Cunningham can show me from 
thoee record; where I made one single state­
rnent in support of a reduction in salario-, 
or '' l.tges or in police pension:3, I am prc~ 
pared to resign my seat in this Parliament. 

j}fr. Bras:<i'7gton.] 
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If he cannot do so, then he ehould be pre­
pared to do what I am prepared to clo. 
In addition, is it not a definite fact that 
hon. members oppo,ite had prepared draft 
Estin1ate~ ai1ning at a further reduction of 
salaries and wages and police pensions? 
I desire to no,il down h0n. member' oppo­
,ite on that point. Is it r.ot a fact that 
they rroposed. if returned to power at the 
1932 elections. to inflict a further cut of 
10 per cent. in the directions indicated? 

Mr. DEACOX: You know that is not trvc. 

i\Ir. BRASSI::\'GTO?\': As a matter of 
fact, that was quoted on the floor of this 
Chamber by the present Leader of the 
Government. He made a statement that 
draft railway estimates had been prepared 
showing a definite reduction of from 10 to 
15 per cent. in the salaries and wages of 
railway en1ployccs. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAX: That is not true. 
Mr. BRASSIJ\'GTO?\: That fact was 

report0d in " Hansard.'' 
Mr. Gonmn l\ioRGAK: That is not true. 

Mr. BRASSI"'GTON: The hor1. member 
cannot get away with it. 

Mr . .IYIAXWELL: You cannot get awav v;ith 
it, either. · 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : He will have an 
opportunity to deny it after this session. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order! 
I ask members on both sides of the Com­
mittee to assist me in preserving order; 
otherwise I shall be compelled to deal 
with them. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: Mr. O'Keefe, the 
last thiug I desire is to be disorderly in the 
Committee, but it is the duty and right of 
every hon. member on this side of the Com­
mittee to refute tho ridiculous and unfair 
statements made by hon. members oppo­
site. The Opposition char·ge us with insin­
cerity in not seeking to ~estore these cuts 
until two and a-half vears after we haye 
been in oflice. There 'can be no basis for 
that charge when "·e revie\Y the finan­
cial position of this State when the pre­
sent Government took office. The position 
of Queensland to-day stands as a tribute 
to the sound administration and foresight 
of the party now in control of the Trcamry 
benches. After two and a-half years "· e 
have been able to rectifv manv of the 
mistakes of the Moorc Grn-ernment and 
place the finances on a sound basis. and this 
has enabled us to restore manv o£ the cuts 
P1ade not only in the remuneration of the 
wage-earner, ·but also in the pemion, of 
the policemen and in social seniccs. I leave 
this issue for the consideration of the people 
at tho next election, who, I belie,·e, will 
endorse the action of this Government. 

~1r. GODFREY ::\10R.GAI\ (Jfuri/ia 1 
L 4 35 p.m.]: The hon. member who has .i ust 
resumed his seat made the statemPnt that 
Estimates for the Railway Departn:ant had 
been prepared by the J\Ioore Government 
with the object of making a further rpr]uc­
tjon in salaries and wage~. If hon. nH'nl­
bers have those Edimatcs I should like to 
have them tabled. 

Mr. BRASSIKGTOX: \V!wn the Premier 
made the statement in this Chamber two 
ses~,ions ago you were not garne to challenge 
him. 

Mr. GODFRF:Y :tviORGA:\: I, as Minister 
for Tran;,port at the tin1e, kne\Y notl1ing ·what-

[JiJ'. Erassiugton. 

(•vcr about those Estimates. So far as I was 
concerrwcl no csti1nates were ever prepared 
providing for further reductions in the wages 
of the railwaymen. If any effort had been 
macle further to reduce their wages I should 
have orposed it. If the papers are avail­
able let the hon. member or the Premier 
table them so that wo can discover whether 
the statement is true or not. I am quite 
prepared to say that if tho Estimates were 
prepared by the Commissioner for Railways, 
the Commissioner knows something about a 
matter of which I know nothing. Let th" 
papers be table-d. 

Coming now to the subject before the Com­
mittee, we know that reductions in many 
directions were made as a result of th<' 
historic conference at which four represen­
tatives of the Labour Party and three repre· 
sentatives of the Nationalist Pa.1·ty attended. 
That historic Premiers' Conference decided 
that certain action should be taken in view 
of the financial position of the country. 
Mr. Scullin, the Labour Pdme Minister, 
played >,is part and reduced old-ago pensions 
from £1 to 17s. 6d. a week. In order to 
fulfil the conditions agreed upon by th<> 
Prime Minister and the other Premiers--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order' 
The hon. member must deal with tho vote 
under discussion. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am endea­
Youring to show ,vhy a reduction was mac~e 
in the first place. 

The TECYIPORARY CI-IAIRMA1\": Order l 
The hon. member must deal with the questinn 
before the Committee. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: ThP question 
befor;:, the Committee is the r"storation .,f 
the police pensions. 

The HO'\IE SECRETAI!Y: ~\re you opposing 
the restoration? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:"J: No, but I 
am trying to point out that the polico 
pensions were reduced just as the old-ago 
pensions wf're reduced-because it \<vas unani~ 
mously agreed upon by four representatives 
of the Labour Party and three representa­
tives of the Nationalist Party. 

Mr. W. T. KrxG: That is not correct. 
This is the onlv State in which the pensions 
were reduce.d. ~ 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: No. the old­
ago pPnsions, r•0mmon to the whole of Aus­
tralia. were reduced bv the Labour Prime· 
Mini~ter. · 

If Queemland has reached a financial posi­
t ;on that will permit of the restoration of 
the reduction in police pensions, let it be 
done; lmt we must not forget that the 
prc~onL Co,·enlmf'nt "'obbed the railwa.ymcn 
of anv ('harLe thcv ever had of ...,,._..,unns; a 
re>nsi0n. (GoYerm;lcnt intPrruption. ,, If it 
i:-- a good thing for a policornan to hase a 
JH~nsion, it is eq·1all.v good for a rni!n-aynlan, 
v:ho is just as in1pnrtant a rncrnbcr of the 
civil service--

The TEMPORARY CIIAIRMAK: Ord0r! 
I do not propose to allo '1 the hem. m<,mbor 
to continue on th('SC lines. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: We hHe all 
hcf'n tnore or loss departing fron1 the point, 
l\Ir. O'Kcefc, but [ am enrr.v that \hio :, 
being ma-:le a political question in nrder that 
the GoYcrnntcnt nHI.V secure :;;orne political 
lmrlos. Althongh they had just as much 
JUOlH'Y at their disposal tv1·ch·e rnontl1s ago 
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«S to-clay, lhe Government did not think it 
advisable to restore the reduction earlier. 
Jt i.o significant that the restoration is being 
m a de on the eve of an election. It is 
equaliJ significant. that we find many mem­
bers on the GoYernment side taking the 
opportunity to congratulate the present 
t\drnini:;tration for restoring this reduction 
after h\ o a10<l a-l1alf years. If it were wrong 
to redu, e the )lens ions in the first place, it 
wHs etjtwlly wrong for the present Govern· 
nwnt, wlw had funds available, to take 
a<h·antagc of the reduced pensions for two 
and a-half years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You 
did not lca,·e us any money with which to 
pay them. 

C'lr. GODFREY MORGAN: 'The hon. 
gentleman has g·one throughout the length 
~nd breadth of Queensland telling the people 
he had money to burn and asking the peol?lc 
lo make use of it. So far as the police 
prensions are concerned, a mere handful of 
men are afiectcd and their voting power will 
not make the slighte>t difierence. 

-:\1r. \Y. T. KING: That is not being con· 
siclerecl. 

;\Ir. GODFREY ::YIORGAN: It is. \;<,"hy 
is it nece,sarv for hon. members on the 
GoYernment si.de to get up and congratulate 
the Government on what they have done m 
regard to the restoration of pensions? They 
have done so because these police peneioners 
are spread over numerous electorates. I 
think it is sickening and degrading to see 
hon. members on the Government side rising 
in their seats and saying that the Jl.loore 
Government did a frightful thing when they 
reduced the pensions of ex-police officers. 
il'&nv of those pensioners had incomes irre­
spcctiYe of their pensions, and the old-age 
peusioner, who was entirelv dependent on 
his pension of £1 a week, had 2s. 6d. 
deducted from that amount by a Labou!' 
Prime Minister. At the last election the 
Labour Government came forward with a 
promise to the old-age pensioners which was 
ir the nature of a bribe; but it was not 
accocpted by the people, because the anti­
Labour forces had a victory. 

~\Ir. GAIR : I rise to a point of order. 
'ubmit that the hon. member for Murilla 
;, not in order in ,,aying that the Labour 
l'a riy offered a bribe to the people. 

Tl1e TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: If the 
],on. member used those words, I ask him 
to wrthdraw them. 

Mr. GODFREY 1\IORGAN: If it is alien­
si ,-e I withdraw it. I was talking about the 
Labour candidates. not the Labour Govern­
ment, and they are outside the scope af this 
Chamber. 

'The 'TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I desire to draw the hon. member's attention 
tr. the fact that the question before the Com­
mittee is the grant in aid of the Police 
Superannuation Fund. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am very 
pleased that this amount has been restored, 
provided the Government are in a position 
lo do so. It seems to me a great shame that 
the Go;-ernment did not restore it twelve 
months or two years ago. Hon. members 
on this si<le of the Committee would not 
l hen have been able to say that the restor a· 
toon was made on the eve of an election in 
order to obtain votes at that election. 

:VIr. KENNY (Cook} [4.46 p.m.]: I listened 
to a fair amount of abuse from the hon. 
uicrnbcr for South Brisbane in reply to my 
speech, but I heard no argument. I would 
remind the hon. member that abuse is no 
argument. The hon. member said that the 
debates ha<l reached a kindergarten stage in 
this Chamber. I am pleased to see that the 
hon. member recognises he is in the kmder· 
garten stage. The hon. member for lforti­
!ude Vallev said that if it could be shown 
that he voted for a re<luction of salaries or 
'.\'ages during his period in this Chamber 
he would resign his seat. In reply to that 
hon. member I need only refer to the police 
vote, where it will be found the hon. mem­
bu- voted for a reduction in wages and 
salaries of £60,410 last year and the previous 
:·car. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I ask the hon. member to confine his remarks 
to the \'Ote before the House. 

;\Ir. KENNY: I thought I was entitle<l to 
reply to the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley. 

The 'TE.:\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. KENNY: Can I not reply to those 
statements? 

::\lr. KEOGH: Mr. O'Keefe--

Thc TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
ask the hon. member to resume his seat. 

::\lr. KENNY: That is an absolute choke. 

'The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. KE"'NY: It's a damned choke. 

'The 'TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order! 

Mr. KEOGH: Mr. O'Keefe, on this vote­

The 'TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I was 
under the impression that the hon. member 
wished to raise a point of order. 'The 
hon. member for Cook has made a 
reflection on the Chair. I would ask the 
hon. member to withdraw and apologise. 

::VIr. KEl'\NY: 'There is nothing else under 
the rules of debate left for me to do. If 
a member is not entitled in this Chamber 
to reply to statements made by members 
opposite then, Sir, what can I think? There 
is only one thing for me to do, obey your 
ruling. 

The 'TEMPORARY CJI-IAIRMAN: Order ! 
I fl>k the hon. member to withdraw his 
remark with reference to the Chair and 
apologise. 

Mr. KEl\NY: I must obey your ruling, 
::\1r. 0' Keefe. I <lo. 

Mr. KEOGH: He has not done it yet. 

Mr. KENNY: Of course he has. What 
do you want me to do, get down on my 
knees? 

'The TEMPORAltY CILURl\IAN: Or<ler! 
I ask the hon. member to withdraw and 
apologise. 

Mr. KENNY: I say I have acceded to 
:·our request as a member of this Chamber. 

'The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: My 
reque,t for an apology? 

Mr. KENNY: I have acceded to your 
request to do so. I cannot say any more. 
I am not expc>cted to go down and kneel 
at the Chair. I say I accede to your request 
as Chairman of this Committee. 

1!1r. Kenny.] 
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The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I muet 
ask tho hon. member to withdraw ·a,nd 
apologise. 

Mr. KENNY: I ha ye acceded to your 
request and I apologise. I cannot do more. 
I am not prepared to go and kneel at the 
feet of the Temporary Chairman. 

The TEliiPORARY CI-I.AIRMA::'-1: Is the 
hon. Incrnber desirous of rcsurning his 
speech·: 

Mr. KENNY: I have been asked to resume 
my scat. If I am entitled to reply to the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley, I do 
desire to continue my speech. You asked 
111e, 11r. 0' Keefc, to resume 1ny scat. I 
ask for your ruling as to whether I am 
entitled to reply to the remarks made by 
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley. 

The TEMPORARY CH.URl\IAJ:\: What 
were his ren1arks? 

Mr. KENNY: The statement made by the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley was that 
the Moore Government were responsible for 
wage reduction and the reduction in the 
yotc for pensions for the police force. He 
stated that members on that side of the 
Con1mittoc had never voted for anv reduc­
tion and he challenged us to prov-e where 
he had voted. I an1 no\V bringing before 
this Chamber the di,-ision on this vote. 

11r. BRASSINGTOX: I rise to a noint of 
order. During the cour.5e of Iny r8n1arks I 
challenged hon. members to show where I 
had advocated or voted for a reduction of 
j)Pnsions or wage~ in connection with the 
Financial Eincrgcncy ~,_\cL 

Mr. KE;,fNY: In reply to that I quote 
the vote for " Police Investment Board" 
last session, providing for a reduction, for 
which the hon. member voted. I also quote 
the voto for "l)olice" where there 'vas an­
ether r·eduction under the Financial Emer­
gency Act of £60,410 in wages and salaries. 
The hon. member voted for that. That 
being the case, we fi]](l wo should hn Ye 
a bv-election in Fortitude Valley. The hon. 
me~ber who is Deputy Leader of the Go­
vernment stated that thev did not have the 
funds to make this restoration previously. 
V cry goc>d. I ask the hon. gentleman why, 
if thev did not ha vo the funds. they could 
rneot £2,000,000 of Treamr.v bills? These 
£2,000,000 \YOrt.h of Treasury bills wore there 
to pa_1 the money. That could have been 
utilised on this vote. I would also ask why 
it wa~ neccs:::a.rv to reduee the estin1at.ed 
deficit that was· agreed upon by the Loan 
Council by £600,000? That money . could 
have boon utilised to pay the roductwn 111 

the police yote. Anything will do for. hon. 
rnemb<Jrs on the Governm0nt side for pohtrcal 
purposes! We will not allow hon. members 
to act awa': with unqualified statements in 
this~ way. (Government intnrjections.) 

The TE"lVIPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
There is too much noise and too much inter­
ruption in the Chamber, and I would ask 
hon. mNnbcrs to allow the hon. member for 
Cook to continue his speech. 

Mr. KEN;\JY: I should like to draw your 
attention Mr. O'Keefe, to the fact that the 
hon. me~ber for Kelvin GroYe remarked 
that we are brigands and robbers on this 
side of the Chamber. That is Yery offensive 
and should be withdrawn. \Ve are entitled 
to an apology. 

Mr. \VATERS: \Vhich member does the 
hon. member for Cook refer to? 

[ll1r. Kenny. 

lYir. KENNY: I refer to the hon. monrber. 
Ho referred to members on this side as 
" robbers and brigands," \Vl1ich is offensive 
to me and I think everv other member on 
this side of the Chambei·. We arc entitled 
to a \Yithdrawal and apology. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Is the 
hon. member for Cook asking for a with­
drawal 9 

Mr. KE::'-!KY: I am asking the Chairman 
to fix the matter up. 

Mr. \VATERS: I have had the pleasure of 
saying it and I now ha Ye the satisfaction of 
withdrawing it. 

The TEMPOR~\RY CHAIR\IA:\': Order' 
I ask the hon. mombor to \Yithdra w without 
reservation. 

Mr. KEKNY: Are we not entitled to an 
apology, :\lr. Chairman? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I warn the hon. member for Cook that I 
am not going to allow him to address the 
Chair in that ruanncr, nor arn I going to 
permit these matters to be treat<;d as a joke. 
l shall not give him any further latitude. 
If he continues to make reflections on the 
Chair I shall ha Ye to deal with him. 

:\Ir. KENNY: I am not making any 
reflection on the Chair. There are ~ome 
statements to which objection can be taken, 
but there are other statements that are 
absolutely offensive, and one is entitled to 
an iipocogy for them. If you rule that t~e 
,tatcmont b,- the hon. member for Kelvm 
Groye is noLt vrort.ln~ of that consideration. 
then I obey your ,:uling. · 

The TEYIPOK\.RY CHAIRMAI\: Order! 
I am in the chair. 

Mr. KE:\TXY: I recognise that full weli, 
and 1 am quite prepared to accept your 
ruling. If you aro content, then I shall he 
cm1tont. 

Thr HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. .:\I. 
Hanlon, ltlwca) [4.55 p.m.]: l did not 
intend to speak again on this vote, but I 
c:mnot allow the hon. member for Cook 
to get a" ay with the statement that he has 
just made. Either ho tried deliberately to 
mislead the Chamber or he is ignorant of 
the facts. Ho stated that during the post 
two voars hon. members on this side had 
voted' for a. reduction in police superannua­
tion payments. That is not the case. The 
pobco superannuation pn.yrnents last year 
were iarger than thc vote for the preceding 
yea rJ becauRC' last year pensions to 'vido,vs 
and ornhan children of ex-policemen were 
restorccl to their original amounts. That 
"as the first step taken by the present Go­
vernn1ent in rc3toring tho uuv~ arrantod 
deductions imposed on the police force 
by the Moore Government. The hon. mem­
ber was not speaking the truth when he 
said that hon. memb£rs on this side had 
voted for a reduction in police pensions. 
The appropriation this Year is an increase 
on the appropriation provided by the pt·e­
Yious Government. 

Item (Police Investment Board) agreed to. 

PRISONS. 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 

Hanlon, lthaca) [4.57 p.m.]: I moye-
" That £29,171 be granted for 'Pti­

sons.' " 
The appropriation this year shows an 
increase of £1,025, provision being made 
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for (,he appointment for one additional war­
der, 'vith increases in salaries to existi11g 
'taiL The number of prisoners in tho past 
vear \Yas about the same as tho number for 
the prcYious year, but the average nurnber 
of prisoners was le:::s than for son1e years 
back. The ayerage number in 1928 was 
414.87, \rhCl·oas to-day the number is 385.74, 
an inrrease over the preceding two years, 
hut a der·rease compared with 1928, 1929, 
and 1930. 

Mr. R. J\i. KING (Louan) [4.58 p.m.]: 
After listening to the political propaganda 
that has just emanated from hon. members 
uppositc I should like to invite tho atten­
tion of hon. members to the report on tho 
pri>.Gns department. On page 40 of the 
report upon the operations of the sub-depart­
ments of the Home Department, it is stated 
1 hat capital punishment was abolished as 
from 31st July, 1922. Then it goes on to 
make very interesting comparisons dealing 
\\·ith capital punishment over a period of 
twch-e years prior to the abolition of capi­
tal punishment and over a period of twelve 
years following tho abolition of capihd 
punishment. 'J1he cornparisons disclose a 
rather serious position. The report points 
out that there were seventeen death sen­
tences in respect of chargee of wilful mm·­
der, murder, and attempted murder, from 
ht August, 1910, to 30th July, 1922-the 
tweh·e years prior to the abolition of capi­
tal punishment-and that there \\~ere thirty­
four life sent-c,nces in respect of charges of 
wilful murder, murder, and attempted mur­
der during twelve years since 31st July, 
1922. The last time that the extreme penalty 
of the law was carried out was on 22nd 
September, 1913. It will be noted that 
seventeen death sentences were imposed in 
twelve year• prior to the abolition of capi­
tal punishment, and that thirty-four hfe 
S(~llteuccs \Vere in1posed in twelve years 5ince 
the abolition of capital puni·hment, or 
Pxactly doub!c the number in the same 
period of time. The increase is greater than 
T.he incrca:-:e in population \Van·ants. The 
report goes on to say-

,, The mean population during that 
period was 684,320, so that the sentences 
represented one per 40,254 of the mean 
population." 

Later, dealing \vith the second twelve-year 
fH'riod The ff port states--

•· During that period the mean popula­
i iou was 876,611, so that the life sen­
tel:-Lc~ pas :ed represented 011e to every 
28,277." 

~otY' ithstanding the increase in population 
there ha~ been a \'C'l'V rnateri.al increase in 
these seriou~ crinH~~ of wilful murder, 
llJunlcr, and attcrupted ruurdcr sine(~ 
t apital punisluncnt was abolishecl. It is 
a lr.i.att€~1' which ~hould gi,~c us cause for 
flerious reflection. 

The report also cleals with convictions on 
charges of rape artcl at.ternptcd rape pre,~]ou:::; 
to the abolition of c.1pital rmnishment and 
wL cquentlj. 'There wero thirteen com·ic­
iiom for these offences in tv:elve years prior 
to the abolition of capital punishment, but 
the nun1ber of convictions on sjrr1iJar charg'es 
in twelve years after the abolition of capital 
punishment numbered seventeen. Rape has 
a1ways been looked upon as a very serious 
o!Icncc. The Criminal Code always pro­
' iderl for ea vital punishment for this offence. 

Mr. vY. T. Krxa: How many people wore 
h;ing for rape? 

:\1r. R. l\1. KI:\"G: I do not know, but I 
do relnernber one case rnany yf'ars ago. In 
that ca~e the jury hc,ld it was a case of rape 
b,v fLwd~-

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLJC I::-;sTRUCTJo;o; : 
.A good number. 

The Ho~!E SECRETARY: There wore onlv 
tl1ree ex0cutions in Queensla.nd in the period 
reviewed before the abolition of capital 
1Jun1sluucnt.. 

l\lr. H. l\I. KI:'\U: That conclusively shows 
tl1at the provisions of capital punishment in 
the Crimmal Code acted as a deterrent to 
\,enous crunes. 

The Ho'IE SECRETARY: There were seven­
teen com·ictions for capital offences and only 
three executions. 

JHr. R :\.1. KL'\U : That shows the wisdom 
of whatever Government were in power in 
keeping in the "taiute the extreme penalty 
of the law. I know it is the policy of the 
uo,~ernment to aboli"h capital punishment. 
The-. abolished it in 1922. I remember the 
discussion on the Bill and I shall not raise 
any acadPmic discussion on the question, as 
I expre>sed my Yiews then. 

l\lr. KEOGH : Do you believe in capital 
llunishnu•nt? 

:v1r. R. :\1. Kl:\"G : Y cs, I do believe in 
ea pi tal punishment. 

:VIr. KEOGH : 'vVhy didn't you bring in a 
Bill to re-enact it' 

:\h-. R. 1\l. KING: The abolition of capital 
punishment is not the policy of all Labour 
Governments throughout ~\ustralia. I have 
a distinct recollection of executions taking 
place in ·western Auotralia under the Collier 
LaiJour Governn1ont. Vt,.c had executions iu 
,"\ew South iYales whilst Mr. Lang was in 
power. Therefore, capital punishment has 
not been abolished in that 8tate. That lead:, 
me to this point: A Yery serious crime took 
plaec in our State last year. A won1an was 
brought over the border from New South 
\Yale-> to Gle11ore Grove, near Lowood, 
where one of the Inm·t, atrocious crimes 
ever committed in the history of this State 
v;,tc, perpetrated. The trial judge said that 
the 1 \\O prisonen probably kne\\ that capital 
punishment had been abolished in Queens­
land, and, therefore, they ere quite safe 
in coming O\ l'l' the border because had they 
cornrn itted the crime in -"' ew South 'vVales 
a;;d boon conYictecl they would probably 
ha v~...~ been executed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC l:oiSTRcOTION: 
One of the men attempted to administer 
Hryehllinc to the \Vornan in a glass of beer 
w hc11 they were on the Clarence Hivcr, but 
:-he did not drink it. 

:\Jr. H. l\1. KI.:-iU: I do not know anything 
a bout tbe me1·its of that case. which is all 
c·\·er Hu1r; according to our law::. we have 
to acc:cvt the verdict of the jury. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: That, nevertheless, 
is tme. The first attempt to kill the woman 
\\as in l\cw South Wales. 

:\Ir. R. :\I. KI:'\JG: I am not raising this 
question simply for the purpose of talking 
about. it, Uur. with a view to its receivjng 
the serious atteution of the Government. I 
kno\V perfectly \Yell that the Government 
do not be1iF\·e in carrying out the extrmnc 
penalty of death. 

The Hmn: SECRETARY: Fr.1nkly, I have a 
horror of it. 

"ftir. R. M. King.] 
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Mr. R l\I. KI:'-JG: I have a horror of it 
myself. 

Mr. KEOGH: Yon want somebody else 
to do it. 

Mr. R. M. KING: Tl'" whole thing is 
abhorrent to all people, but a provision for 
capital punishment would act as a deterrent. 
The evidence before us inclines one to the 
belief that the provision for capital punish­
ment did act as a deterrent and that its 
abolition has meant an increase in serious 
cnmcH. \\'hy should our attention be so 
Hharply clra>nr to the fact in the report of 
the Prisons Depari;ment? 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: I '"ked the Comp­
trollcr-Genemi to give that information. 

l'vir. R. M. Kll'\G: 1'\o harm will be clone 
if provision i~ rnade in the statutes for 
capital punislunt-;nt. 

The SEcmTARY FOB PcBLIC LANDS : It will 
not be put in the statute book while we arc 
here. 

iifr. R. :vr. KI:'-iG : That 111av be so: 
nevet·thde'.; better results would have been 
obtained hac! the provi,ion for capital punish­
ruent been retained. Tho Labour Govern­
rncnt could always exerci8e clen1cncy, which 
after all is within the power of any Execu­
tive. rrhc stati::-tics furnished in the report 
show that from the 1st August, 1910, to the 
30th July, 1922-<;apital punishment was 
abolished as from 31st July, 1922-only three 
executions took place. Undoubtedly serious 
crime i13 on the iucreaso1 and I rnerely bring 
this matter forward so that something can 
be clone to remedy the position. 

Mr. G. u. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [5.10 
p.m.j: The hon. member fpr Logan endorses 
capital punishment because he considers it 
necessary as a deterrent to serious crirne, 
which lw says has increased in the last twelve 
ycar.s. \Ye must not lose sight of the fact 
that duriug· tho great war hundreds of thou­
sands of hurnan beings were taught to kill, 
and a psychology was create-d that held life 
cheap. Soutiments of brotherly love and 
peace were relegated to the background, and 
human beings '' ero regarded as nutchines of 
murder in the inter<:"ts of the belligerent 
c Juntries. Furthermore, uwny soldiers 
returned to this countrv ;;-ith shattered 
nerves. Fro1n every ro.:;(ru:n in the State 
speakers urged n1c1i to enlist for the pul'­
pose of destroying life. \V omen were worked 
up into a shte of hyst~na ag-amst people 
who did not eee eve to eve with them on 
the conscription issue. All "these things have 
a be~ring upon the psycholog-y of the people. 

Mr. Eow,\HDS: I t.!o not think they have. 

Mr. G. C. 'TA YLOR : What could one 
expect after an org-y of slaughter a,nd blood­
shed"! It is not surprising that life is not 
held as sacred as it should be. 

1\!fr. vYIENHOLT: Do you think the motor 
cars have made life cheap? 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: A motor car does 
not murder. From a psychological aspect 
the war was responsible for many of the 
murders that have taken place ,,ince. The 
motor car has certainly contributed to the 
number of murders committed by the under­
world, that section of the community which 
is at war with society g-enerally. Wrth 
modern means at their disposal, automatic 
rm·olvers, machine gnns, and _methods_ of 
fast trallsport, these people gam the Idea 
that they can commit murder in the further-

[ Mr. B. M. King. 

anC't! of their crirnc and g(·t away with it, 
and thn t is one of the cu use~ of incrertse in 
such offence.s. A studv of American condi­
tions during the war aS compared with those 
of to-clay will offer hon. members opposite 
a good illn~:>tration of vyhy this class of crirne 
h·1~ incrf'a:-<ed. 

Th" time has arrived in this and every 
other c_jyjJised cornrnunity when n1ore huruanc 
lllPth')(l;;; rnust be adopt8d \YlH:m dealing with 
first offenders anJ men and \VOmen who 
ha Ye comn1ittr•d crirncs which do not come 
within the category of serious crime. The 
time j,-, opportune for the inYestigation of 
pri,on life and methods of reform. Any 
s,·stem adopted should ensure that first o'fen­
dcrs and those who committed lesser crim' s 
would be segregated and taught a trade. 
In the near future when the prison farm 
is established in Queen.,.,lancl, such prisoners 
will be able to learn the rudiments of pri· 
marv prodnction, ;;-hich will f:t them to go 
on the land. 

At 5.15 p.m., 
rrhe CHAIR31AN rcsutncd the chair. 

:\Ir. EnwAHDS: vYhy do you always pick 
ou the primn.r:_v producer ''hen yon want 
to got rid of your burdcu~? 

:Yir. G. C. T"~YLOR: Our fr·iends opposite 
ha YC alv\ ays been crying out for labour. 

Mr. EDWARDS: \Ye don't want that sort 
0f labour; you can keep thc\!n down here. 

Mr. G. C..:. TA YLOH: Will the Iron. 'llenJ­
ber sa v that because a rnan con1mits a rnis· 
dcmea;wur he should be ostracised for the 
rr ,t of his iifo? Would he not make a'> 
good a farm labourer if he were given the 
opportunity? Do hon. members ,,, ho pose 
as Chri.stians mean to tell me that they really 
follow the ethics of Christ? Do they mean 
to tell me that a man who has sen·ecl a 
~rnall sent(:-'11(': for a 1ninor crime should not 
have every opportunity to make good aftcr· 
,,·ards 0 Hon. members opposite know ~that 
HH!tly men -wbo were pillars of ~Australian 
Rncir!tv carne out to this country as convict:-. 
Thou;ands of conYicts were sent out to Aus­
tralict and the;- ne.-er let their friends down 
either. Some" of the older families of Vi" 
toria. New South Wales, and I claresay in 
t!Iis State can trace their ancestors to those 
who ldt' Eng-land for--shall I say-Aus· 
tralia's good. The application of ~uma!J\­
tarian principles to this _qucst.I_on Will s~lve 
the problem and not the mfhctwn of caprtal 
punishment for crin1cs whir~ arc ~Ohlctinl('·S 
attributable to psycholopcal mfluencf's. 
)lerlical scienc-e should be used. Crinunnls 
<;hc;\t!d be treated ps~'chologira11y and medi­
nllv and r;ot troclted in the inhuman man· 
n0r ·of the past. If the matter were tackled 
from this aspect, no doubt the problem of 
crinH' would be soh-ed. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (K1trilpa) [5.18 p.m.]: 
J did not intend to say anything- on this 
.-ote until I heard the hon. member for 
Logan make a statement regarding capita.] 
nunishrnent. To me his statement appeared 
i·athor paradoxical, when taken with his 
remarks concerning the treatment of dis­
charg-ed prisoners. Of the seventeen death 
,;ntcnces that were pased in tho twelve 
years prior to 1922, as mentioned on page 
40 of the report, only three wore actually 
carried into effect. If the hon. member 
makes the point that these executions were 
a deterrent, why could not any person con­
templating the commission of any of the 
then capital offences have said, " I shall be 
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very unlucky if I am executed when so many 
of these sentences are commuted to life 
imprisonment or imprisonment for a definite 
term." \Yere the hon. member for Logan, 
VI ho is u member of the legal profession. to 
turn up a very elementary text-book on law, 
which is in the hands of any student going 
for his intermediate examination-I refer to 
Salrnond on "Jurisprudence n-hc would 
find there arc four different kinds of pun­
i::;hment-refonuatiYo, deterrent, preventiYe, 
Lncl rctributi.-e. Jurisprudence demands 
that one of these four different types of pun­
i>hment be applied to the offender for any 
p-·rticular crime. It is all very well saying 
that the punishment inflicted is a deterrent 
against the connnission o£ certain crimes. 
~t ie common knowledge that many crimes 
"n' committed to-day on impulse, by persons 
not of sound mind-temporarily insane. In 
Queensland our Criruinal Code came into 
'rr,'ct in 1901 after the giant intellect of Sir 
S<alluel Griffilh had codified our criminal law. 
There are many instances in the Cnminal 
Code where an excuse can be set llp and 
nrceptecl by a court for the commission of 
a criminal act. So far as the takina of the 
iife of an incliviJual is concerned theb defence 
of ~ntoxicntion can be set up if' it is intoxi­
catJOn to such a degree that it robs the 
iJ,di,·idual of his pmYer of self-control and 
his ability to know the nature of the act 
he 15 doing. so long a~ he did Hot 

deliberately get him~elf into that condition. 
I can give the Committee manv other cases 
"here excuses can be set up c and will be 
accepted by the COl].rt. I do not desire that 
tlns Committee should let it go to the \Yorld 
t.hat \ye are retrogressing. As a rnatter of 
fact. 111 the trcabnent of our prisoners "'·e 
\re pro&'ressing. One may journey to New 
Soath \\ ales and see the road over the Blue 
l\fountains built by criminal labour-by men 
r ha mcd together m gangs. If one died, his 
borly was thrown over the side of the' moun· 
Utili. \Ye do not desire to return to such 
tt<ntmcnt. Or one can proceed to \\'estcrn 
Australia and inspect the town hall at 
Perth. The architect of this structure \Yas 
a con.-icted criminal. I appreciate his 
hnmour. The clock on the tower is sur­
rounded by a scro1l-a hang1nan's noose­
and tlw ·· lookouts " in that to,vcr are in 
t hP form of broa.cl an·ows pointing to the 
-~TOUilcl.. ..A controversy exists in \Vestcrn 
1\llstrab\ as to whether the building should 
"ot be ucshoyerl. he< a use of the fact that 

•lands there a monument to the 
a' ociated with the treatment of 

l'Ot1Y!c t-~ in the past. Port Arthur in 
Tc 'lllania, and many other convict s~ttlc­
pwr:t.s arc a blot on the fair narne of our 
civilisation. v,re do not want to return to 
that s0•o;tem of capital punishment so closelv 
<l~~ociatcd \Vith our past. I am an C'arne~'t 
ncl.-ocate of prison reform, and should like 
!·.• er; the Home. Sec1:ctary pushing forward 
v Jtl'. ':Ts scheme !n th1s respect as quickly as 
po--1b.c. I reahso I am treading on some­
~ 1:wt dangerous ground, but there are ccr· 
tr<Iro fr-aturc•s ae·,ociated with our prisons of 
to-day tbat make me feel rather ashamed of 
being a . Christian. I have inspected the 
J,\ri~on::-; _at Boggo road and Stcvvart's Creek, 
1 o·smnlle. but not Rockhampton. In the 
nHllll. the rondition~ opl'rating there are 

onderLd-that is, so far as it is possible to 
giYf~ f!"OOd surroundings ·within four -walls. 

f realise that a 1nan who commits an 
dfen~e against society should pay the 
vena.ty, but I also realise that there arc 

men m prison who are by no means dan­
gerous. {]ertain hurnan actions have to be 
performed during the night, and facilities 
coul-d be made available to the less dan­
s.terous n1cn \Yho \Yould not endeavour to 
obtain their liberty. Tt would not be wise 
to giYc dangerous criminals anv latitude, 
espeeially when an institution is perhaps half­
staffed, in the dead hours of the night. These 
men must be adequately guarded, but at the 
same time there are features associated with 
prison life to-clay, even in its very best form, 
which, to me, require the "'ttention of the 
authorities with a view to imnrovement. I 
for one will never be a party 'to going back 
to the old clays of capital punishment. I 
cntirdy endorse the present·day forms of 
punishment and the manner in which they 
should be applied. 

Mr. WATERS (!{ elvin Grove) [5.27 p,m.]: 
I should like to comment upon the methods 
that are employed in dealing, particularly, 
with crimes dut~ to sexual perversion and 
sex offences generally. The methods 
employed in Queensland are hopelessly 
inadequate and out of date, and constitute 
a blot npon a civilised community. Time 
aftf;r time magistrates in this city have 
stated that it is practically useless to send 
this type of offender to gaol for the maxi­
mum period of six months, because it is 
no deterrent to him at all. If a person is 
abnormal to the extent that he is a sexual 
pervert there should be some more scientific 
method of dealing with the case. A psycho­
logical laboratory should be established 
"here a medical man could examine cases 
of this description inRtearl of their being 
sent to gaol-from which they will emerge, 
probabl0', with their perverse instincts more 
high1y developed. If they are placed under 
the care of medical men they may have some 
r:hance of being reclaimed to society, and 
there may be some possibility of their 
imtincts and habits being diverted to normal 
channels. \Yo read in the ne\\spaper that 
persons are sent to gaol for periods of six 
months for committing an unnatural offence, 
for exposing themselves in public, and for 
~ommitting other offonces usually committed 
by sexual perverts. Amone who hets read 
the works of Havelock Ellis, Kraft Ebing, 
and other sex psychologists must realisB 
that a more efficient method of dealing with 
that type of offender is required in a civi­
lised community if we are to make any 
aJvance in that direction at all. I hope 
the Home Secretary will give some atten­
tion to this phase of prison reform. To send 
those people to gaol in existing circum­
stances is a reflection on prit:on administl'a~ 
tion, and sonwthing to which those asso­
ciated with prison reform in this State 
dwuld have given attention long ago. Go­
vernments of all shades of political opinions 
must share the responsibility for failing to 
take action in this direction in the days gone 
by. But, as \Ve are living in advanced times 
and in a civilisation which has vast facili­
ties to offer. I believe that the Government 
should take the necessary steps along the 
lines that I have suggested to deal with 
sexual offenders. 

Another reform which should be hastened 
deals with the position of the first offenders. 
I hope that a prison farm will be expedited, 
and that instead of youthful offenders who, 
perhaps, have committed a minor crime 
against society being her-ded with old and 
hardened criminals they will have there an 

Mr. Waters.] 
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oppo~tunity to make a genuine attun1pt to 
reel cum themsel vc,~ and once n1ore becon1e 
useful members of society. 

Mr. l1USSELL (Hamilton) [5.30 p.m.]: 1 
want to assure_ the ho11. nlCmber for Enog­
gera that the Opposition have no desire to 
go back to the old days. He imagines that 
this party is opposed to any system of prisoa 
reforrn. .On the contrary, ·we are just as 
humane m our attitude towards this que'· 
tion as members of his own party. Any 
1novmncnt that rnakes for refonn of pri:-::on 
life and would act towards a retardation of 
crime will have our hearty support. 

We know that the deuatos that took place 
on capital punishment in this C.harnher vrerc 
mostly of an academic character. Capit.d 
puni,hmcnt is abhorrent to me and I should 
not iike to see the system re~tored. There 
are many good citizens who think that th~ 
mcrv fact that capital punishment is pro· 
v1dcd as a punishment for capital crimes 
acts as a deterrent. For all that I think 
that eociety in civilised countries ,;ow gene· 
rally recognises that it is proper that capital 
punislunPnt should be abolished. 

. The hon. member for Logan clrew atten· 
twn to the growth of crime. The hon. 
member for Enoggera attributed it to the 
psychology of the times. He is rather 
incli11ed to trace the cause back to the effoci, 
of the war. Ho stated that men were taught 
and encouraged to kill, and that tl1is ccrta5nly 
::ffected ~he psychology of the people. I join 
1ssue w1th h1m on that statement. My 
experience of soldiers teaches me that thm' 
are just as la"'~,~abiding as all) other set~tio~l 
of the community. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: I did not say they wore 
not. 

Mr. RUSSELL: The hon. member 
stretched the matter too far when he said 
that the cause of the increase in crin1e Wll•5 
tll8 phychologv created bv the war I am 
inclined to d1lnk that the" increase in crime 
1n some countries i, due chiefly to tho 
tromondons amount of unrest that exists 
to·clay. There is no doubt that in the last 
decade, owir,tg to the promulgation of 
various doctrines, people have bccom,o vorv 
dissatisfied with the laws that go;-ern thei"r 
country. The world is not going back to 
the old conditions which existed a quarter 
of a. century ago. but there is a good deal 
of restlessm·" and a good deal of dissatis· 
faction with present conditions. There is 
not the same respect for law and authority 
to-day as existed, say. ten years ago. Th" 
hon. member for Enoggera cited the United 
States of America. There is no doubt that 
in that great country there is a spirit of 
lawlessness and a disregard of authority, 
and but for the introduction of drastic mea· 
sures to stamp them out we might expect a 
perpetuatiOn of the trouble. Fortunate] v 
British countries have not had the sam; 
increase in crime as the United States of 
America. although we deplore the fact that 
our records show that here in Australia there 
has been an increase in crime. That is due 
to the increase of the spirit of lawlessness 
and disregard of authority. I am afraid 
that many doctrines broadcast to·day do not 
make for greater di,cipline among our 
people, and a due respect for the law. It 
behoves the men in charge of our affairs to 
see to it that those lawless tendencies are 
checked. As a rule. the Australian is " 
law-abiding citizen. He may be free and 

[Mr. Waters. 

c:t."Y i11 uu1Bncr and in1patjt~nt of restraint., 
nc>vcrthcless. if his energies aro rightly 
clircctcd he is just as law abiding as a citizen 
of any other country. The Opposition. a' J 
'"icl. has no desire to go back to the old 
da 0 Ko doubt-

" Man's inhun1anity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn." 

We arc all heartily ashamed of the things 
tlntt were done in tho early days of Aus· 
tndia. but thev were due to a svstcrn \vhich 
prevailed not {n Australia but in the mothel·­
land. \Ve know how rigorously offenders 
against the law were dealt with, and how 
men 'voro transported for a most trivial 
offence. \Ye now forget all that. Australia. 
de"pitc~ her te1nporary increase in crime, 
can show that her criminal records bear 
fa.Yourablc con1parison with those of any 
othee country in the world. 

The HCn1E SECRETARY IHon. E. M. 
Hanlon. !t!wcu) [5.35 p.m.]: 2\fatters raised 
under th's vote are of considerable public 
importance and a great deal of public 
intprest ha« be,'n taken in them. It was 
V\Tith a 'i('w to getting some check on the 
number of canital offences comrnittc·d that 
I asked tl1c C-omptroller of Prisons to pro· 
pare a table showing the number of capital 
offences committed both before and after the 
abolition of capital punishment. The tabh' 
which has been supplied gi.-es the number 
of convictions, but does not necessarily dis­
play t,hr })roportionate i1."l ~asc in offence;:;. 
C' ndoubtcdl> juries hesitated to convict on 
charg-Ps of wilful murder when capital punish­
ment Pxisterl. \Vhen the inquiries that I 
am now n1aking arc complete we may find 
that the fir!"nres do not look so significant. 
A comparison will have to be made with the 
position in otlwr States. where capitfil pun· 
ishment still exists. Certainlv no noticeable 
falling- off in capital crimes~ is evident in 
Kcw South \Vales and Victoria. for we arf' 
from time to time regaled at breakfast with 
news of serious crime in those States. l:~ntil 
comparisons arc made it would be unfair to 
nass iudg1nent on our sYstem. Furthern1ore. 
the riumber of offences~ committed in those 
States and in Queensland, and the proportion 
of convictions in the respective States will 
have to be taken into consideration. Per· 
sonall,,, I do not believe that a provision for 
capital punishment is an) deterrent to tbe 
comn1ission of :;,crious crin1e. A person who 
contemplate's the killing of " fellowbeing 
does not sit down and calculate tlw probable 
sentcncP he will recr·ive. If he did. tben 
probably very little serious crime would be 
con1n1ittRd, bC'canse no one ,.You]c1 contem­
plate with equanimity even the prosrwct of 
spending a lifetime in gaol; inde<!d. tlw 
t>rospcct of capital punishment would appeal" 
preferable to many than spending a life. 
time in gaol. !-IowcYcr, so soon as I gPt 

complete information I shall make it aYail­
able for publication. 

Reference has been made to the proposed 
prison farm. Recently, on my v,ay to Stan· 
thorpe. I inspected the property. All that is 
needed before prisoners can go on that farm 
i' a burn off. and the Forestrv Board officials 
say it is probable that a good burn off will 
be made at the beginning or middle of next 
month. So soon as that is done the iint 
draft of prisoners will go on that farm and 
commence work. 

Mr. MOORE: vVill they camp t],ero? 
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The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. I do 
not propose to spend a large sum of money 
in constructing elaborate buildings, for I 
think theee people are capable of doing their 
own work. It is desirable to get offenders 
who are not naturally criminally inclined 
away from the association of the Boggo Road 
Gaol. \Vith all the care that is taken in 
that gaol, it is impossible !o stamp out 
associations between first offenders and ex­
perienced criminals. Mess mderlics have to 
be appointed, and it is remarkable with what 
rapidity information travels around. It is 
impossible to stamp out the means of com­
munication, and, although every attempt is 
made by prison officials to segregate first 
offendPrs and to cla-sify prisoners generally, 
all prisoners have to go into the workshops, 
and thus in the course of their work have 
eornn1on associations and opportnniti0-; for an 
interchange of ideas. Victims of the law 
who are not natural criminals should be 
dissoriated from the prjson altogether, for 
in that wav much can be don0 in the way 
of reform. Nobody likes prison. The most 
hardened criminal has onlv one desire in 
life when he is imprisoned;· he wants to get 
out. Certainly crimina], do everything in 
their po\vcr to avoid getting into gaol, and. 
although life in prison has been made less 
inhtunan than it was gaol does not offer 
attractions to anyone. I shall Le pleased 
when the prison farm is established. for we 
shall be better able to segregate different 
classes of prisoners. It is expected that the 
first draft of prisoners will bo on the prison 
farm before the end of the year. 

:VIr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [5.40 p.m.]: 
\Yhibt prisons arc necessary as places of 
punishmcr.t for those persons >Yho have vio­
lated ihe laws of society, it must not be 
OYcrlooked that they should contribute in 
no small measure to the work of reform. 
H is useless imprisoning people unlc~s sorne 
nwans of reform is a itemptecl, especially 
where first offenders arc concerned. Last 
year, when speaking on this Yote I ondea­
wmred to point out the graYe danger of 
corrupting the young first offender by asso­
ciating hirn with old-timers and other crimi­
' als for whom there yyas little hope of refor­
nwtion, and '•uggc::'tcd thut a bett0r systern 
of cl assifi < a tion of prisoners should be 
,.,,ohcd. I am pleased that the Homo Secre­
t an, who eta ted on that occasion that he 
\"-- ~ inYe~tigating the systen1 of prison 
r,,rrns:. has pursued that idea, and that a 
pn . .::un fa.nn 'vill soon be operating. 

notice that the report on prisons says-

" It i, to he regretted there was such 
a considerable increase in the number of 
pri"nwrs rccei Yed during the last three 

years under the age of twenty-five. ~10re 
especially as, qnder present conditiOns, 
juvenile offenders cannot be kept entirely 
apart from the confirmed criminal 
class.'' 

ThnJ phase of the report bears out what I 
have said and confirms the need for the 
prison farm system which is now being 
nndertaken by the Government. Hon. mem­
bers can appreciate the feelings of a young 
rr•an who has erred by committing some 
minor offence, and who has been convicted 
und sent to gaol and is forced to associate 
"ith hardened criminals. That a"ociation 
must ineYitablv have a harmful effect on 
his outlook. arid certainly will not have a 
rcfcrrnatiYe influence. EYen when he is 
rl'lea,ed he is subject to embarrassment by 
being accosted by these criminals and having 
I he fingn- of scorn pointed at him by people 
Foe whom prison holds no fear. I feel satis­
fied that when the prison farm has been 
,,,tablishcc! ils reformative effects will be 
apparent in the case of those young prisoners 
',Yho lJaYC erred in a minor degree. As the 
hon. memb('r for Logan stated this morn­
ing, I tmst thev will not be subject to embar­
rassment by the police or any section of the 
con1rnu11ity, and CYery opportunity of becom­
ing good citizens will be afforded to them. 

The pn;oent administration is satisfactorily 
conducted, and I compliment the officers of 
the ym·ious prisons throughout the State, 
and also the members of the administrative 
staff on their excellent work. 

I cle ,ire to raise tho question of the amount 
of \Yagc.s that are paid to warders of our 
prisom. For many years I have held the 
opinion that the warders employed at our. 
IJrison:-. haYo not be0n rccciYing as high a 
\\ago as the:,· are entitled to, considering the 
wages that arc paid to members of the police 
forct'. No doubt it will be argued that the 
police have thQ dangerous dnty of catching 
the offenders, and all the wardcJ' has to do 
is to keep them in emtody. \Vhilst I appre­
coate the rick incurred by the police in 
carrying out their duties, I would point out 
that the warflers, in their endeayours to 
dl"3Ciplino and refnrm pri~oners, are in 
danger cn:ry day. This should bP taken into 
:·on:-;iclcration in tlH~ fixation of ~.heir \Vages. 
I a pprociate the fact that this is a matter 
for the Industrial Court: but I would sug­
gest that when the applic_d,tion is n1a.de by 
the prlson \Varders for an increase in wages, 
1 he c!epartmcnt should give consideration to 
the fact that the present rate of wages is 
com]w.ratiYely low. In confirmation of that 
I will read a comparative stale•nent of the 
~alarirs dra<xn by police officers and salaries 
dnl\Yll by priEon warders--

Allowance in lieu Allowance for 
of overtime>. holidays worked. 

Tear. I Police. Prison Warders. 

£ s. d. 
Recruits .. .. 182 0 0 
I''in;t .. .. .. 

I 
275 5 5 

Serond .. 284 711 

I 
After twenty y;,;" .. ~20 17 11 
Average, 21 yl:'ars .. 298 14 

I 111ight 111ention that these figure are sub­
j<" t 1r:: the t'Pductions under the Salaries Act. 

Police. Prison Warders. 

£ £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
.. .. .. 

221 29 8 3 8 9 7 
230 29 8 3 8 16 0 
285 33 6 3 10 19 1 
261 30 19 10 10 0 4 

In addition, the aYerage police1nan receives 
an amount of £36 10s. ae an allowance 111 

Mr. Gair.] 



988 S1tpply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

lieu of quarters, an allowance which the 
prison warder does not enjoy. The differ~ 
ence per annum in favour of the police is, 
therefore, approximately £95. My conten~ 
tion is that the difrerence in the duties does 
not warrant the disparity in salary. I do 
not wish to be misunderstood in dealing with 
this matter. I am not asking that the sala~ 
ries of the police should be reduced. The 
police officer i, entitled to m·ery penny that 
he is receiving. I am demonstrating that 
the prison warder is entitled to a larger 
salary than he i·s receiving at the present 
time. 

The policeman contributes to the police 
superannuation fund, which is subsidised 
from t!w police reward fund and from con­
solidated re,-e,me. For the year ended 3let 
December, 1933, the total of subsidies was 
£46,192 and of contributions £17,346 13s. 5d. 
'I'he prison "ar<kr contributes to the Public 
Service Superannuation Fund. For the year 
cnd0el 30th June. 1933, thfl total subsidy was 
£1,447 14s. and the contributions £89.173 ls. 
1d. For oyery £1 of subsidy, the policeman 
paid 7:<. 6rl. The public son-ant (prison 
"arderJ paid £61 12s. 

Apart from the rank and file, the com~ 
panson is as follows :-

Rank. Police. Prison WardN. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Acting Scrgeant 339 2 11 
Senior Warder 295 0 0 
Sergeant 357 7 11 
Chief ·warder 

(Second Ciass) 310 0 0 
S<mior Scrgcan t 375 12 11 
Chief Warder 

(Firet Class) 340 0 0 
The conditions in respect of housing so far 
the chief warders and non~commissioned offi~ 
cers are concerned mav not be on all fours 
with those for warders and constables, but 
the comparison as between overtime for 
policemen and holiday pay for warders and 
in r2spoct of the two ".chcmes of super­
annuation is sound. I have the figures 
relating to the salaries paid to sub~inspectors 
and superintendents of prisons, , but I feel 
that I have indicated sufficient to the Com~ 
mittee to show that this disparit:. in salaries 
should not continue. It has existed for many 
years at the expense of the prison warders, 
who, not only in Brisbane but ,]so through~ 
out the State are providing a very important 
service. and I should like the Government to 
give their suppol't to the contention that the 
disparity should not be so great. I have 
previously stated that the matter is pri~ 
marily one for the industrial court, but the 
Government could assist through their ropre~ 
sentative when he <ippears before the court 
to answer the claim by the prison warders. 

I had proposed to draw attention to 
this matter last year, but, unfortunately, I 
did not get the opportunity. I trust that 
my effort on this occasion to draw attention 
to what I believe to be inadequate pay~ 
ments to the warders of our prisons for the 
service they are rendering, and to the dis­
parity between their salaries and the salaries 
paid to the oflicers of police will meet with 
some success, and that the Government will 
decide that the present disparity is not 
justified and that there is room for some 
improvement in the present salaries of war~ 
ders. 

Although the pri,oners may b0 considered 
the outcasts of society they are human 
beings, and I am satisfied that the tre;1t-

[2Vlr. Gair. 

mcnt meted out to them by the present 
Govel'nment is in keeping with their humane 
policy. The confinees of our prison system 
are 1,cing decently treated b:•: the Uovcrn· 
rnent. 

Mr. KIMMO (Oxley) [5.58 p.m.] : After 
listening to the speed1 of th-e hon. member 
for South Brisbane oue will be forgiven 
for assurning that there must be a large 
institution in his electorate where a uurn­
bc•r of wnrders are ernplo~'ed. .For two and 
a-hulf vears his Governmen·c have bad an 
opportu.nity to remedy the disparity in the 
salaries referred to, but no effort has been 
made in that direction. 'The prison warders 
Love now been told that they can ap;>roach 
the court for a rectification of thei,- griev~ 
ances. It is well known that the warders 
have very onerous and ardtwus dutieo to 
perfol'rn, but for two :md a~half years­
during a period of comparatively high prices 
for \VooL during ,,-hich the financial posi­
tion of dv~ State in1proved very materially 
--rhC' Go\ ernrr1cnt ha.vo made no effort at 
all to i!llproyr; their condition. Xow, right 
on tbc t'\ e of an election, vve have the 
sr,erch from tlw hon. member for South 
.i~risbatw urging that higher V1 ages be paid 
to thcs: public servants. i have ahv.a.ys 
bclir"·oJ that J.he warders should receive 
n·rc good pay. They have difficult duties 
to perform. but they perform them \dth 
ncdit to them,elves and to the State. Many 
(ir~t offenders arc placed under their care, 
and upon their treatment of them de1wnds 
,~,. hl'thl r thc:.,e people \Vi ll crnerge fron1 the 
pri-:on capnblo of n·surning tlF:ir position 
; ll Of course, hardened cri1ninaJs 
.._tiT~ ll!C:irceratcd and placed under their 
coutro~. For -Lhl'Se reason~ I believe the 
'\~ J rdc·r~ ar·~ dc-5erving of the very be~t 
treatnl~-'ilt. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimlw) [7 p.m.j: 
Tbi, Yote show,; an appropriation of £100. 
for t be Comptroller~General of Pnsons. [ 
understand that amount is paid to the Under 
Sccretarv of this department, Mr. Gall, who 
acts as· Comptroller~General. During the 
present financial year l\1r. Gall will retire._ 
X aturally, he will relinquish the post of 
Comptroller~Gcneral of Prisons. It will then 
be nccessan· for the Homo Secretary to con~ 
sider the appointment of a succeosor. H., 
"ill have to decide whether he will continu<e 
the pl'esent practice of making the Under 
Secretary Comptroller-General of l'rifons 
or whether he will revert to the old system 
that operated prior to 1928. A great deal 
will depend on that decision. I person­
ally believe that the position of L:nder ::iccre· 
ta,·y and Comptroller-General of l'nsons 
should be dissociated. When :'vir. Gall was 
first appointed to this office he ),ad no 
cxperi.!mcc of prlson administration, !:mt 
wu; fortunate to secure in Sydney the serv1ces 
oi Mr. VVhitney. who was appointee! Chief 
vYarder of Brisbane Gaol. It will he readily 
acknowledged that Mr. \Vhitney has proved 
himself to be a very efficient officer. Ho 
has reintroduced that old discipline which 
should prevail in a prison service.. At the 
pre'cnt time Mr. \Vhitney is supenntendent 
of the Brisbane Prison. I believe-not for 
the sake of the miserable £1CO that is paid 
now to the Under Secretary as Comptroller~ 
General of Prisons and that might thereby 
be saved but for the sake of the bettet· 
administration of the prison service-that the 
tin1e has arrivrd for the separation of the,cm 
t-,,·o office,. 
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It is interesting to note that this is one 
of the sections of the public service in which 
the Public Service Commissioner has dele· 
gatcd t!n, powers vested in him as bead of 
the public service. The delegation of those 
powers by the Public Service Commissioner 
to Mr. Gall, as Under Secretary, Home Sec­
retary', Department, has not been in the 
best interc•ts of the officers of the prison 
,pn-icc. I am not criticising the action of 
Mr. Story in this matter. I know that at 
the time he believed he was acting for the 
best. Subsequently, when the Under Secre­
tary was made Comptroller-General of 
Pris?ns, the system-if it ever did haYe any 
ment-ceased to haYo anv. \Ve are told 
that in the davs of the Roman invasion all 
Caul was divided into three parts. Simi­
larly here, we have all Gall acting as 
Comptroller-General of Prisons, all Gall 
acting as Under Secretary of the Home 
Department, and all Gall acting as 
the officer vested with the powers of the 
Public Senice Commissioner. In every other 
section nf the public service an officer who 
infringe::; the regulations is dealt -with by 
l1i> t:nder Secretary. He then has the right 
of ap]wal to the Public Service Commis­
siouer. nml if the decision of the Public 
Service Corn1nissioner is not satisfactory to 
him then he can appeal to the Public Service 
Appeal Board which hears his case and 
makes a , :_-commendation to the Public Ser­
vice Commissioner. In this particular matter 
"c ha vc this anomaly: Mr. Gall, as Comp­
troller-Genera] of Prisons, may hlLve an 
officer of the dc>partment on the mat on 
account of some infringement of the regula­
t iom. :Vl r. Gall, as Comptroller-General of 
Prison', suspends and deals with that officer. 
That officer can exercise his right of appeal 
to wl1ich every public servant is entitled, 
and in which this Government believe. 
·when lw does appeal, Mr. Gall. the Under 
Sccrctan-. takes himself to one side and con­
'idcrs \\:liilt ho should do with the finding 
of 2\Ir. l~all as Comptroller-General of 
Prison.". 

""Ir. TozER: This is a slight on the Home 
Secretary. 

. Mr. Vir J_. COPLRY: The .Home Secretary 
H a man brg enough to rect1fy a wrong if a 
wrong extsts. The Home Secretary is not 

. narrow-mifo!dod, pettifogging little indi­
vtdual who IS prepared to sit down and 
1\licawber-like accept everything that has 
gone before, and this is the occasion when 
l\Jr. Gall retires, wh•:re an anomalv ~an be 
rectified. That is the reason I art; raising 
tho question at this stage. It is not a slight 
on the Comptroller-General of Prisons as 
BU!<f2'CstNl by the hon. member for Gympie, 
althon~-h I kno•'>- that as a member of the 
Redistrihution Commission Mr. Gall did 
materially assist the hon. member and prob­
ably one of the results of his redistribution 
of electorates was the return of the hon. 
member for Gympie to Parliament. That is 
probabl:v the reason why the hon. member 
for Gympie talks as he does. 

Mr. TOZER: Mr. Hanson, I rise to a point 
of order. I object to the assertion made by 
lhe hon. member for Bulimba. I had nothing 
whatcYcr to do with the Redistribution Com­
mission. two of whose members I did not 
known at all. Most certainly I knew Mr. 
Gall, b<:'cattse I followed him at school. I 
e!d not speak to Mr. Gall on the subject 
and to say that I am only in Parliament 

because :\Ir. Gall usr-d his influence is tanta­
mount to a wrong assertion. 

The CIL\IR:\IAX: I ask the hon. member 
for J3ulimba to accept the denial of the hon. 
member for Gympie. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: I accept the denial 
of the hon. member for Gympie that he 
influenced the conunission in its finding.s, 
but in accordance with my rights as a rnern­
ber of this Parliament I am justified in 
expressing the belief that the redistribution 
of electorates favoured the hon. member for 
Gym pie. 

I wanted to say, before I was rudely inter­
rupted in this matter, that I did not wish 
to cast a slight upon the Home Secretary; 
no slight is intended except in the mind 
of the hon. member for Gympie. Nor am I 
<'ndeaYouring to cast a slight on the Comp­
troller-General of Prisons. but I believe that 
if any slight has been thrown on the position 
of Comptroller-General of Prisons as it exists 
at the present time, Mr. Gall has caused it 
himself. For a number of vcars after he 
was appointed Comptroller:General, ;y1r. 
Gall, \\-hen he left Brisbane, appointed a 
clerk in his office on £360 per annum as 
acting Comptroller-General during his ab­
sence. At the time I was president of the 
State Service t:nion, and I drew the atten­
tion of the union to the matter. I observed 
that the man who did that did it for one 
of two rea,ons; either that he had no 
appreciation of the importance of the job of 
Comptroller-General of Prisons and did not 
regard it as an important office, or that he 
was just a chronic "'nark" keeping out some 
senior officer. either the Assistant Under 
Secretary or the superintendent of the gaol. 
I onlv raise this matter because the hon. 
member for G:rmpie endeavours to be smart 
about a slight upon the Home Secretary. 
Following- those objections, :Yir_ Gall began 
to take other action. Even within the past 
h\·e]ye months or so :i\Ir. Gall on one occasion 
left J3risbane for a considerable period with­
out appointin')' anyone to act as Comp­
troller-General of Prisons. The Assistant 
Under Secretary, following certain protests, 
does act when the Comptroller-General is 
away and is appointed Acting Comptroller­
General, which I believe makes for the better 
administration of the Prisons Department. 

Tho principal matter with which I wish to 
deal in connection with the Prisons Depart­
ment is the question of the right of appeal. 
and I hope that when tho Home Secretare' is 
considering this matter, following the retire­
rr.cnt of the Comntroller-General, he will at 
least Rivc consideration to the anomaly which 
at the present time exists-that he will see 
that tf•e officer who inflicts penalties is not 
the officer to whom an appeal is made in 
connection with those penalties. for that is 
snbw.rsive of all principles of justice for 
which the ~ppeal system was created. I 
believe that if the anomalv is rectified it will 
tend towards harmony ~nd more general 
'atisfaction amongst the members of the 
prison serYice. 

Mt·. MAXWRLL (Too won(!) [7.12 p.m.]: 
I am astonished at the speech made by the 
hon. member for Bulimba, and I believe that, 
irrespective of the political opinions that 
the Home Secretary and I may have, the 
hon. gentleman in charge of this depart­
ment will not permit one of his principal 
officers to be attacked in the manner in which 

Mr. Maxtcell.l 
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he has been attar·kcd h:-· the hon. n•emher 
for Bulimha. 

Mr. W. J. CoPLEY: vYlwu did I attack 
him? In what w.ty did I attack him? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I will make• my speech 
in mv 0\\·n ~YaY. The J1ot1. 1110111ber for 
Bulin~ha said tiwt J\Ir. Gall was divided 
into three parts. The inference to be drawn 
from the hon. member's remarks \Yas that 
Mr. Gall was a man \vbo could onlv do 
things in a certain manner. He said. tl·at 
Mr. Call would firs' of all suspend a 
n1an~-

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That is right. 

::Ylr. MAXWELL: That he \Youlcl then 
inflict punishment. and \Vhen the 111an exer­
cised his right of appeal ).lr. Gall would 
consider it. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: That is the position. 

Mr. MAX\YELL: 'fhc hon. member for 
Dulimba then s•tid that the Home Secretary 
is not a narrow-minded pettifogging indi­
vidual. \Vhat does he mectn bv that? I 
consider that is a contemptible. statement 
to make. Xobodv cYcr attributed anv of 
those characteristiCs to anY gentleman ~who 
occupied that position. It ·is a malicious 
statement to make. Let me draw the atten­
tion of the Committee to this position. 

::Y1r. \V. J. COPLEY: Let me attribute thr.t 
to you. 

?\1r. MAX\YELL: Let me draw tbe 
attention of the Committee to this position: 
a Xationalist or Countrv Partv member has 
not always occupied the posi'ton of Home 
Secretary, whilst ::\Ir. Gall has been in that 
position. 

:\fr. W. J. C'oPLEY: On!~ one Torv Home 
Secretary "·ns in office ,ince ::'.11-. Gall bad 
control. 

Mr. ::\fAX\VELL: The lion. member had 
his say. 

Mr. \V. J. COPLEY: If the hon. member 
only had the intelligence to understand it~-

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! 

:Y1r. ::\1AX\YELL : If I had the intelii­
gence of the hon. membe,· I wo,,ld be like 
the ostrich-I '' ould put my beaJ in the 
can d. 

:'.h. W. J. ('oPLEY interjected. 

The CHAIR "vL\ l\J: Order~ The hon. mem­
ber for Bulimba must obscFl' mv Cdll to 
order. He has had his opportunit:v ·to speak, 
and he will haYe a further opportunity later 
on. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not desire to get 
into halts with the hon. member. I am 
attempting to refute certain statements that 
have been made by him. It is not onh· 
Kationalist hon. members who have OCCU· 
pied the position of Homo Secretary whilst 
Mr. Gall has been Under Seeretarv to the 
Home Department. Mr. McCormack. the 
ex-Premier. the present Secretary for :!'>lines, 
and now the present I-Iome Secretary haYe 
occupied that position. Hon. members on 
this side of the Committee do not go about 
with wool in their cars. \Ye hear.d what 
Labour was going to do with Mr. Gall as 
soon as a Labour '\linister was in charge 
of that department. That was common 
talk throughout the cit:-·. "As soon as we 
get a man of our O"\Yl1 in powq· so soon 
will Mr. Gall be kicked out of ~ffice." 

The Ho~IF. SECHETARY: Rubbish! 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

Mr. MAXWELL: That was said. Now 
"'" find the attack upon !\Ir. Gall renewed. 
::Ylr. Gall must have been r, faithful and 
honourable public scnant to have carried 
ont his work to the satisfoction of Mr. 
McCormack, the Secretary for Mines, anJ 
the present Home Secretary. 'rhe present 
Home Secretary has been in charge of the 
Home Department for practically two and 
a-half years, and he is familiar with the 
work done b·., his officers. vVould he allow 
an officer to" dictate to him and carry on 
in a high-handed manner? I do not object 
to an hon. member saying, "I object to 
a rnan being given tv .. 'o positions)f; but 
when he takes up the attitude adopted b:i 
the hon. membt'r for Bulimba, and attempts 
to besmirch the character of an individual 
who has been a faithful and honourable 
public. servant in this Sbte it is time he 
was checked. l speak with the experience 
of a local authoritv man during the time 
the late Mr. \V. H. ·Ryder was Under Secre­
tary and Mr. Gall was also in that depart­
ment. One characteri"tic of Mr. Gall was 
that you did not always get what you 
wanted. He alwavs watched the interests 
of the State, and ,:as a faithful and honour­
able public senant, and it is regrettable 
that when ho has reached the eventide of 
his public service he is attacked in this man­
ner. The hon. member for Duhmba tells 
us he doe•· not attack Mr. Gall. He did so 
bY accusing 1\fr. Gall of rigging the redistri­
bution of seats in order to en<tblc the Lon" 
member for Gympie to occupy a seat in t.his 
Chamber. I have hem·d hon. members on 
this side of the Chamber say they were 
badly treated in that redistribution, but they 
did not cast any rpflection on Mr. Gall. 
That commission v.,rorked under an Act, and 
I believe that its members carried out their 
duties honourably and faitC,fully. It is 
rcgrdtable that an attempt should be made 
to besmirch the character of a faithful pub­
lic scrYant who is 11e<tring the cud of his 
tcnn. 

:'.I r. FOLEY: \Yho threw any dirt? 

J\lr. MAX\VELL: You must have haJ 
your ears closed. 

:\Jr. FoLEY: Rubbish! 
The CIL\IRMAN: Order! 

}lr. :IYUXWELL: You mav deal in tub· 
bish. but I do not. -

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
:.\lr. l'IIAX\\'ELL: That i·, how hon. mem­

ber:-~ on thu other side ah\~aYs deal '"ith a 
< 1 ~t·. .As t IJe Leader of the Opposition said 
t l1i~ afternoon, they nrake staten1ents that 
}-arc <l ccL·tain funonnt of truth in them. 
l•ut it is the construction t.hat is put upon 
tlcem that is important. \Vhen the~- are 
n•minded of their attitude they say, ·'You 
lw.vc an evil rnind. '\Y c never rnc 1nt it." 
It may not he meant, but it is said. I. for 
onP. l\lr. 1-Ian::::on, knovYing this rnan as a 
public officer. as I do a number of othet·s, 
e~nd haYing had experience of him and 
krJo\Ying the good s('rYict-' he has given to 
the St.ate, do not feel disposed to allow 
the least stigma to be placed on his character. 
I ta.ke this opportunity of challenging the 
'tatement made by the lion. member for 
Dulimba. • 

::Yir. \Y J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [7.19 p.m.]: 
\Yhcn the hon. member interjected I endea­
,·ourecl to explain to him and he should 
understand that I was referring to the posi­
tion of Comptroller-General of Prisons. 1 
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can only explain. God alone can give him 
the intelligence to understand. If he could 
l<Ot understand the explanation given tfwn 
I do not wonder that certain members on 
the opposite side of the Committee are to be 
ret1red at the next election. The explanation 
giYcn ''vas very clear--

The CHAIRMAX: Order ! 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY: The vote under dis· 
cussion concerns the Comptroller.Genera! 
of Prisons: The hon. member who has just 
resumed !us scat went back to the time when 
Mr. McCormack was Home Secretary. If 
tho hon. member had enough intelligence to 
understand, he would know that Mr. Gall 
was not Comptroller of Pl'isons when Mr. 
LvfcCor~nack \Vas flmne Secretary, nor at 
any tnne befor<>. He was Comptroller· 
General only for a very short period during 
the t>-rm when the present Secretary for 
:Vlme" orcup1ed the office of Home Secretarv. 
It was during that time and following on an 
lllYPstigahon instituted bv the present Secre­
tary . for Mines that Mr. Whitney, now 
~upermtendent of Boggo Road Gaol, was 
orought from Svdncv as chief warder. Any 
remark I have rnadllc with re"ard to Mr. Gall 
I will reiterate at any tG-ne. The hon. 
member for 'Ioowoncr should understand the 
position, v ith his lo~g experience of Pm·lia­
rncnt. 

:Yir. TOZER (Gym]Jir) [7.21 p.m.]: In this 
v ot<' I notice that there is an increase of 
£1,025. but that is not very large and prc­
~u:t!abl:v represents auton1atic increases. I 
,hould like to sa v a few words in connection 
with lhe Comptroller-General of Prisons. He 
i-; .a :very old_ servant of the department. I 
thmk his service extends back to the eighties. 
lie was then in the office of the Home ·secre­
tary. has risen to his present position. and 
has now arrived at that agP when presum­
ably he will be rf'tired in a verv short tim0. 
The hon. member for Dulimba n1ost ccrtainlv 
n1,adc crrt.ain "1tatmuenb; and certain insinua­
tions in connection with Mr. Gall. He said 
that that was not an attack. If that \Yere 
not an attack then I should like to know 
·what is an attack, unh-'~~. of course, the hon. 
member only regards an actual physical 
ac;;;:<rnlit as an attack. I an1 quito willing to 
accept the statement which will appear in 
,. Hamal'd " to-morrow. After pernsing it the 
n•ador will be able to arrive at onlv one con­
dnsion-that it was an attack on the Comp­
troller-General of Prisons. It was an asser­
tion th1t he wac holding different positions: 
t~at he could call a man to order, suspend 
h1m. deal vYith him. practically without any 
appeal from his decision. I certainlv did 
interject, because it appeared to me· that. 
were the Un-der Secretary of the Home 
DepnrtmPnt a man like that naturallv the 
"Minister in chrrrge of that d~partmcnt ·must 
know it and mnst take it as a deliberate 
slight on himself. If the Home Secretary 
knows of thcso thing-s and allows them t; 
proceed. and kno\\ s the statements are true. 
then most certainly he is doing wrong. If 
he does not know. well. it shows that he 
i_s not aware of what is g-oing on in his 
department. I interjected, but that did not 
warrant the hon. memlwr for Bulimba mak­
ing the as,ertion that if it had not been for 
the redistribution of seats influenced by the 
Under Scc;retary I would not be here. 

The CH~\IRJI.fAX: Order! The statement 
made bv the hon. member for Bulimba has 
been replied to by the hon. member for 

Toowong, a11d no1" that the incident is closed 
I lrt ,,t Lha,t it will not bo ro·opened. 

c.Ir. TOilER: I am quite willing that it 
d1o ld r.-, Hn,in closed. I regret that these 
rtcrin1inalions take place. I have no desire 
to :-.tH',; k further in connection with that 
111att.cr other than to s,ty that so far as n1y 
experience O'\'er a long period of years goo~­
I have always found l\Ir. Gall a very capable 
officer. He has carried out his duties 
impartially, without fear or favour from 
either side. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [7.24 p.m.]: We 
ha vc listened to·da.v to a good deal of 
adulation of nnny of our public officers, but 
whe:1 it comes to the Comptroller-General of 
Prisons. who is shortlv to retire from the 
scn-icc,' quite a difierent story is told. l 
haYt to ad1nit that in our public service 
\ve ha-;cc rncn of a very hig·h calibre, but W-' 

expect them to do their duty, and I think 
tfw arc all doing their duty according to 
their lights. We must be fair and, on the 
retitement of this officer who occupies " 
ypry irnportant po~t. vvc should at any ratu 
express our sense of gratitude for the vel'} 
vaiuablc sen-icc be 1-:as rt,ndcred over a verv 
loa.s period. Hr· has :'-C'rvcd under succcssiv'e 
Ministers. and if, as the hon. member for 
Bulimba · allege"· that he was a chronic 
'·nark," surch· to goodntH::,s the present 
Minister would have found that out long 
"go and vvotdd have rectifiNl the anomaly : 
The ll1C'l'P fact that }Ir. Gall hns been 
~pokcn l1ighl:v of b~~ every I-Iorne Sr~crctary 
mn,t rmt the hon. member for Bulirnba tn 
shame. The>· WNO quite uncalled for. J\-Ir, 
c;all. by long association with the public 
service, has risen to ono of the rnost import· 
ant fJOsts in this Stat0. He has shown a 
nwn can. b.v pcr::-evc-rance and clo~e atten­
tion to his dl!tv. rise to the topmost rung ot 
the ladder. :VIr. Gall is a man who is 
high!,, respected by Every section of the com­
munitv. and I think the preoent Homo SecrP· 
tarv 1vill agTec with me that in loeing l\1r. 
Gall he is -losing a ver.v Yaluablo servant. 
(Jf conr e. the time has come when he must 
retire according to the regulations, and 
while we arc sorrv to part with him still 
he must bow to the. inevitable and make wav 
for another man. If certain anomalies ha v;, 
been allowed to continue, ::\Ir. Gall is not at 
fault and the blame must be attachablf• to 
his superior officer, the Home Secretary him· 
self. if am blame is attributable to any­
boch-. After listening all da" long to the 
fulsome flatterv of manv of our officers it 
is our duty to place o'n record our high 
appTeciation of the very valuable services 
1endered by l\1r. Gall to this State, and 
trnst that the remainder of his life will be 
plc",sant and happy. 

The HO:VIE SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon. ltham) [7.28 pm.]: I carmot under­
eta nd \vhv there should be so much concern 
abont what the h<m. member for Bulimba 
has said. It is quite competent for any hon. 
member to express the opinion that it is not 
desirable for an officer of a department t0 
hold a dual position. I did not sec anything 
ner-o:1al in what the hon. member for 
buliml··~ said. He has always held the 
opinion, and has frequently expre,ssed it to 
me. that it was not rio:ht that the permanf'nt 
head of the Home Department should also 
act in the capacity of one of his staff-in 
the capacity of the Comptroller-General of 
Pri~orB. OthPr rncmbcrs of Parliament also 

Hon. E. Jl. Hanlon.] 
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hold that opnnon. All that I can say is 
that during my period at the Home Office 
I have to thank Mr. Gall for the verv com­
petent manner ill which he has performed 
his duties. I found him pxtremeh- careful 
in his desire to be fair and just to every· 
l·ody in the department. The hon. member 
for Buiimba holds the opinion that the 
Comptroller-General of Prisons should be 
someone other than the Under Secretary, 
that the Under Secretarv should <?xercisc 
a control over another "person acbng as 
Comptroller-General of Prieons, as the pos:­
tion once ·was. Prior to 1\Ir. Gall's taking 
over the Comptroller-Generalship the super­
intendent of prison' was the Comptroller. 
hut as this man did 10ot enjoy the best of 
health at the tinw he was not in a position 
to carry out the duties and thev were handed 
over to Mr. Gall. I must pay :.VIr. Gall the 
tribute that whilst I have been in that offi<•e 
he has endean>ured with the utmost care to 
be just and fair in his treatment. both of the 
prisoners and the staff. ~Yhcther a man 
n1akc-; a 1nistakf' or not in hi"- offirial posi­
tion in another matter. I ;,uppose every man 
n1akes some n1ietakcs in his official position, 
hut in the ease of ::\Ir. Call it has not been 
done wilfullY. The hon. member for Dulimba 
can rest as:ured that the matter raised bv 
him will be em,-idered bv the GO\·ernmen't 
when the time for the rea djmtment of the 
~taff arrives. · 

Item (Prisons) agreed to. 

STATE C'HJLDRE'i. 

The HOME SECRE'f.-\RY (Hon. E. :\I. 
Hc,nlon, lt!tnca) [7.3C p.m.]: I move-

" That £200.046 be granted for ' State 
Children.'" 

Il will be noticed that the Yntc i,; reduced 
ire £3.604. T do not >vant hon. nwrnbers to 
tltillk that the allowance to State children 
La~ been in an~- way rPduecd. The position 
:, that the numhN of Stat0 children on our 
books on the 31st Dece•mber. 1932. was 7.929, 
>Yhile the number on nm: books on 31st 
December, 1933. was 7.506. or a dec-rease of 
.123. The admis ions for the vcar increased 
b.Y 264. That is a YPrv casv 'feature .of tho 
work of this Slib-ckp:utment; bnt the num­
ber of peor;]p applying for aid for their 
d-.lldrcn ha-3 fal10n off rnarked1~ during thP 
l:.st twelve months. I aekNI the Director of 
State Children fr,r his ovinion as to the 
reasons for the fallinor off in the J;umbor. 
lie fur~1i:::Led llH? with the fn1Jowing rea-
£30!1::3 :-

1. Husbands \dio haYe deserted have 
returned home in order to !Iel extra 
work in!3tcnd of roarning round ·on :3ing]e 
1ncn's relief. 

2. For the mme reason those "ho in 
oth0r year:'" would haYc dPscrted no1•v 
rcmRin at h01ne in order to get extra 
work. 

3. Parc11ts haYe Cli~cOYf'rC'd that their 
children are an asset, enabling the father 
to get extra work, and numbers of them, 
rather than lcaye their children on the 
State, 100\Y clamour to have them handed 
back to them. 

4. The biril-1s of ex-nuptial chrldren 
have fallen from 1,1CO or 1,200 per annum 
to between 600 and 700. This k%ens 
the number coming into the hands of 
the State. 

[Hon. E, Jl. llanlon. 

All these illeginuito children would not 
rreviously have been kept by the State Chil­
dren Department. In many cases the fathers 
v.ould have been supporting them, but quite 
a number of illegitimate children do fall on 
the State Children Department. Those are 
the reasons why the number has decreased. 

The Townsville Orphanage has ceased to 
function as an orphanage. The number of 
children in that institution had decreased 
to such an extent that it was decided to 
close the institution as an orphanage. That 
fact was well known in the North. The 
orphanage has now been converted into a 
receiving depot, similar to the institution at 
Rockhampton. lt is staffed by two nurses, 
and State children are kept here until they 
m·e boarded out or sent to other institutions. 
The necessity for that orphanage has dis­
appeared. 

It is intcrPsting, in connection \Vith the 
decrease in the number of applications for 
allowances to State children, to note that 
the number of children boarded out with 
their parents or relatives in the year 1932 
was 5.869. The bulk of them were boarded 
with their mothers. For the year 1933 the 
number fell to 5,497, a decrease of 372. That 
means that the fathe1·s of these children have 
feund other means of providing a lin•lihood 
for these children instead of receiving the 
State allowarwe. That is satisfactory, and 
h{Jn. members will join with me in expressing 
the hope that this improvement will con­
ti~:uc. and that there will be less necessitv 
for the department to take over the over­
sight ancl feeding of these children. 

During the year 360 juveniles wore brought 
before the Children's Court, or a dPcrease 
cf seYenty compared with the nurnbt r in the 
rreY10HS YCar. rrhat is satisfactorv. bt'CaUSI\ 

it sug"f:!'(~sts that fe\\ er juveniles a're g-etting 
into n1ischi0f and con1ing before th ·,~courts 
t 1~ an in the past. 

There is a slight increase in the appropria­
tJOn for salaries. Although the number of 
<'mployees has decreased, provision for the 
automatic increases of the rcmainir:g officers 
makes the vote slightly higher titan last 
,V PAT. 

Ite1n agrc('d to. 

STEAl\fER " OTTER." 

The HOME SECHETARY (Hou. K ::\L 
Hanlon, lthaca) [7.35 p.m.]: I move-

" That £4,049 be granted for 'Stc \lner 
" Otter.'' ' " 

The Yotp ~ho,vs an increase of £52, dtJ•~ to 
the u::.:u:1.l increases in salaries. 

It ern agreed to. 

~IISCELLAKEOUS SERVICES. 

'fhe HO:\.IE SECRETARY (Hon. E. ::\L 
!Ia11lon, lthrua) [7.36 p.m.'J: I mo>c-

" That £31,150 be granted for ':Ylis­
cellaneous Services.' " 

The increase for fire brigades accounts for 
approximately £1.000, \Yhilst the item " Rail­
way Fares and Freights. Printing. etc./' 
shows a reduction of £250. An increase of 
£200 appears under the heading " Incidental 
and Miscellaneous Expenses," whilst £2,500 
is proYided for the polls under the Liquor 
Act that are due to take place next year. 

r tem agreed to. 
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DEPART!11ENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PGBLIC WORKS 
\Hon. H. A. Bruce, The Treble/and) [7.37 
p.m.J: I move-

'· That £20,423 be grant~d for 'Depart· 
;nent of Public Worb-{.:hicf Office.' ., 

It will be noted that the total amount pro­
po,ed to be appropria tee! for the financial 
year 1934-35 is greater by £2,325 than the 
corresponding amount appropriated during 
the financial year 1933-34. The increase of 
£L415 in salaries is duo partly to salary 
mcrcases and the appointment of extra staff. 
A number of additional clerical officers and 
d<>rk-typists hare been found necessary 
because of the acceleration of the larger 
works programme. An additional ~\ssistant 
Elc· ·trical Engineer is also proYided for. 

)1r. R. M. IU~G (Logan) [7.38 p.m.J: 
At tbc outset I desire to congratulate Jl.1r. 
{:ollcdge on his appointment as Under Secre­
tary of the department. Mr. Colledge has 
worked himself up from the lowest rung 
of the ladder and his promotion to the blue 
rihand of this department is well merited. 
For three years it \Vas n1:v privilege to work 
with Mr. Colledge so that I have some 
knowledge of his capability and conscientious­
JH'"'· I am sure he \vill giYc every satisfac­
tion in his new position. 

The good work done bv J\fr. Lc,·en, the 
{'I, id Architect and Quantity Surveyor, must 
not ht• oYerlookcd. That officer has had the 
re,ponsibility of preparing plans and speci­
fications for manv important undertakings 
on i••·half of the Goyernment. and I think 
that the excellence of his services would be 
more appropriately recognised if he were 
ea llcd GoYernment Architect. 

I ha,-c had the priYilege of reading the 
intPrestmg report of the Department of 
Public Works and I am pleased to note that 
the system inaugurated by the Moore Go­
n·rnmcnt of Preding additional residences for 
school teachers is being continued. As the 
report ,;tates-

" Twenty-two such residences were com­
pleted during the year just concluded. 
and approYal was given to the expendi­
tnre for four more residences which had 
not been completed at the close of the 
vca r under revie,v. The erection of these 
i·esidenees, as was stressed in the last 
<'nllual report, lessens the rent allowance 
p.1yable to head teachers and which would 
othcrwi~e bf' a governmental expense. 
anrl also provides rneans of hctter imme­
d iatl' local supervision of schvol proper­
ties.'' 

A tribJte must also be paid to the excel­
lence of the work of i<nprovements to State 
,chcol grounds carried out by means of inter­
mittfmt relief labour under the supervision of 
the tkpart<ncnt. As is stressed in the report. 
manv sites have been literally transformed 
froni ug·l.v areas to grounds of utility and 
bpautv. and thus a much more useful, 
healH~y, anrl interesting enYironrnent has 
been proYidcd for scholars. 

I desire to refer to what I may term the 
peculiar methods of Labour in dealing with 
the expenditure on buildings. I will quoh' 
frgures to illustrate how the percentage of 
appropriation from loan moneys has been 
iurreased. It is unwise.) to have buildings 
with short lives erected out of loan moneYs. 
I consider t hev should be erected out 'of 
reYenue, because othNwise they would not 
be in existence when the mane,- became rf'­
payable. The following table illustrates th" 
expenditure from loan money and revenue 
from 1913 to the present time:-

Period. I Government. I Rcycnue. Loan MonC>'· 
Percentage 
from I.oan. 

~------~-~----

-~I Liberal 
£ £ Per Cent. 

19J2-13 to 1914-15 inclusiYe ;,25,G26 193,870 27 

1915-16 to 1928-29 inclusive Labour 1,476,006 2,475,545 02'7 

1929-30 to 1931-32 Coun1ry ~4G,G07 387,823 01·~ 

National 
19:32-33 Labour 5-!,607 238,239 81"4 

1933-34 Labour 54,426 355,397 86"7 

1934 35 (estimated) Labour 05,900 512,220 88"() 

The money; expended from loan rose from 
27 per cent. in 1912-13 to 88.6 per cent. in 
1934-35. Those figures represent an alarming 
increase. and I do not think it is a wise 
policy in connection with public building 
activities in our State. 

The CHAIR;1;1AN: Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. member that the appropria­
tion under discussion is the vote from Con­
solidated Revenue for the Chief Office of 
the department for 1934-35, and that does 
not justify a general discussion on the appro­
priation from loan funds. 

::'.lr. R. M. KING: I am followiug the 
course pursued in nreYious years; but if that 
is your ruling I sliall not pttrsuc the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not mind the hon. 
member's quoting figures for purposes of 

lf134-2 I 

cornpfirison. but I do not think I should 
allow a general discussion. 

Mr. R. :.\1. KI:'\G : I desire to discuss the 
policy, too. I say that it is a \Yrong policy. 
It affects tl>e; Budget to the extent that it 
{'reatc:. a fictitious irnproven1ont in the 
budgetary position. and it creates unpro­
dnctive debt to an unjustifiable extent. It 1' 

distinctly against the arrangement made with 
the Loan Council in 1932. The resolution 
of the Loan Council in April, 1932-the lasc 
ir• the time of the Moore GoYcrnment-pro· 
vided that certain loan monevs should be 
nsed for the undertaking of su~h public and 
priYatP work of a pcrrnanent and reproduc­
tive character as would provide employment 
and increasP the national wealth, and should 
be• spent onl) on the recomrnendat!nn of au 

Mt·. B. M. King.] 
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independent honorary body, the State Em­
ployment Council. On the assumption of 
office of the present Government the Bureau 
of Industry took the place of the State 
Employment Council, but the principle of 
spending loan moneys on works of a per­
manent and reproductive nature was affirmed 
at the first Loan Council meeting after the 
present Government took office, that is, in 
.July, 1932. If we go back and look at the 
Budget Speech of 1933 we find that the 
Btatc Employment Council-a body appointed 
by the Moore Government and the Federal 
Covernn1cnt-n1ade certain recommendations 
for the allocation of those loan moneys. The 
following allocations were approved:-

Hingbarking, scrubfalling, etc. 
Construction p£ pionPer and develop-

mental roads 
Devf'lopmcnt road worh 
Pro~vccting for rninerals 
:\fount Morgan, Limited, develop-

rnental work . .. ... . . . . .. 
Clotccm:ry Copper, Lim.ited-Investi­

gatmg Murdoch process of treat­
ing oxidised ores 

Coke ovens, Bowcn ... 
J'rovision additional wheat storage 
Cotton production-assistance to 

llPcc:-;:'iitous fanners, C pp('l' Bur­
nett. C'allide, and other areas ... 

Small Farm Settlement­
-" erang Areas 
-" orth Coast Areas 

Eotabliohment of Farm Boys' Bchool. 
St. Luci>t · 

~\ircraft, landing grounds 

Total amount allotted 
Balance available for allocation 

£ 
190,000 

74,000 
200,000 

28,800 

15,000 

3,000 
30,000 
31,000 

40,000 

10.500 
5,000 

2.000 
12:200 

641,500 
1,500 

Total .£643,000 

In thPse figures ono sec':: a high pcrcclltage 
of wmk paid for out of loan moncv that wa.; 
reproductive, but in the case 0£ ~,,-ooden 
building~ probablv the structures \vill be 
obsolete bc·fore th'e loan is n·payable. 

:\Tr. \Y. T. KrxG: How much die! vom· 
Con~rnruent ~vend out of rcyeuue du~ring 
your tln·,;c years of office? 

J\Ir. n. ::\1. Kle\(!: Prior to Labour CO!ll­

i t!g into pO\YCr 27 per ce11t., an cl during the 
iifh~en years of Labour rcgin1o the vcn·pnt­
agc increased to 62.7 per cent. 

::\Ir. IV. T. Kn\G: That is from loan; 1 
an1 talkiug of revenue. 

::\lr. Il. I\1. KI;\!G : We are speaking in 
pPrccntag(~s: and 27 per cent. fro1n 100 )1('1' 

cent. leaves 73 per cont. It is extremclv 
unfair to lc'avc this debt to be paid out of 
loan money as a burden on posterity. \Ye 
a re creating a position which ·will becOIHC 

nnbc·arablc to posterity'; they will curse their 
forebears for having left such a legacy of 
debt behind. • 

:\h. \Y. T. KrxG: So will the present if we 
tlo not nourish them. 

1\lr. R. M. KING: The hor1. rN'mber kno,vs 
what the Public Debt was fifteen years ago, 
and how Labour Governments have spent 
money during the last two vears. Labour 
can be likened to the farmr:r \vho obta.ins 
>< loan of £1,000. He buys land and erects 
a comfortahle dwelling at a cost of £800 
and expends £200 in development. All h~ 
is concerned about is the luxury he has for 

[1ffr. R. M. King. 

the time being, his policy being, " Let the 
future look >tftcr itself." That. is the policy 
of the Labour Party-to make tho going 
easv, to go while the going is good, and 
let' posterity look after itself. Hon. mem­
bers opposite aiways take credit to them­
solve,; for the large amount expended by 
Labour Governments upon housing schemes. 
Thev have pointed out that the Labour Go­
vernment have always provided houses for 
the people. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 'rhe anr.r·· 
priation for the State Advances Corporation 
is contained in Trust and Special Funcb, 
and cannot be discussed on this vote. 

:VIr. R. M. KI~IG: The limited time at 
our disposal will not a1low us to reach the 
Trust and Special Funds. Ho\vever, ~h. 
Hanson. I have no desire to transgress 
your ruling. I should like to point out -that 
it is a vvrong 1)o!icy to cont~nu.s to bonow 
for the comtruction of bmldmgs 0r for 
expenditure on works that are not rop,·o­
ductive. It is a distinct violation of !h<' 
terms prescribed by the Loan . Council. it 
r-roates a false budgetary posrbon. an·l rt 
dPceiYes as to the true l'o~ition of affait ....... 

:\1r. WATERS (Ji,/rin (Jrorc) [7.56 
p.1u.]: rrhe hon. nwrnber for Lof{an js 
obvious]v sore because the Labour Go\·ern~ 
YllPnt hO:,-e been able to obtain loan ftmds 
to carry out a policy of providing thi·c State 
with pcrr11anent structures and assets that 
will be of la,ting a11d hcHeficial effect frc"'' 
every poim of view. Ir is a fact tha+ the 
sph,ndid l'C'Cord of the Govc~tillnPnt has 
PLabled thern to obtain an adcqqaic- :..-u_pply 
of loan funds, but ho11. 11lL·nlbers oppo~it<~ 
''"Pl'C not succc.~sful in iuLlucing the J .. oan 
Council to gra11t then1 rhe HPce~sary funds 
to pro~Pcute a public \Yorks progrannnc. 

:\h. EDWAUDS: It is a good jnb Jl,iooro 
Gon~nuncnt \\·ere in po\ver, othcn you 
\\ould not be able Lv· make a ''Jlecch. 

:\-Ir. \YATEHS: That fac-t cloPs pto,-idc 
us with n1atcrial, for they got a dnulCe after 
fiftC'Cll years in the politlcal ·wi1ch~l·ncs:-., and 
<huing their three ;·cars of officl they 
dcmonst.ra.tccl their horwlcf:s incapdclt:· to 
govern, their ba-rrcnilrc of Intclk.;·tw11 
capacity, and thr-'ir bankruptcv of policy. 
Thcv were unable to chtai11 a further 1llc1n­

dcttP frmn the people, JHtrtly bccaw:w: they 
djd not prosecute a lJU1Jlic work'3 polic:·. 

I desire to compliment the pl·c,enL [\linis­
t<T upon his rompetcnt niauageinent cf the 
Department of Public \Vorks. Thuc is 
no doubt that he has pursued a very intc'n­
:'iiYe a11d progrc·>siYe policy of building a 
series of strnctures througlJOut the ;:state 
that wili be of permanent benefit to the 
people. It is all nry \Yl'll for the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposit;on to say. that these 
proJects arc not of a rcproduct!Ve nature, 
but if that is not a form of reproduetlye 
employrnellt I \Yant to know what is. The 
public building,- that are being constructed 
ronnel this city, particularly the school 
buildings, are a monnment to the roolJCy of 
the Department of Public \Yorks, and I rnty 
a tribute to the ernploycec-from the higlre-ct 
to the lowcst--\Yho hav-e been associated with 
their construction. There are a couple of 
school buildings under way in my own elec­
torate. One building which has been com­
pleted in the adjoining eledoratc. the New­
market State School, is a credit to om· 
noliry. a <'l'cdit to the 1nen a~sociated with 
it. and a credit to the mpervision tlmt hae 
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been Pxcreised on•r that job. The 'ame 
applies to other jobs that are under con­
Rtruction. I lklieve that during the build­
ing programme that the present Minister 
has inaugurated the day labour policy has 
justified itself to the gl·eatest possible 
rkgrce. No protest has followed from the 
Opposition. Thev realise that they have no 
rnajn1· case again:3t it: that despite all th0y 
may say against it, this policy of clay labour 
has justified itself. That eau easily be 
checked up by viewing the excellent struc­
tures that have been erected and the splen­
did workmanship that has been executed by 
that form of labour. 

I fLIT! pleased to obsene on the first page 
of the report that the Government have ap­
propriated further moneys for the construc­
tion of various public buildings throughout 
the State. I hope that thl'y will pursue that 
policy. It is in a period of depression that 
an intensive public \vorks progran1n1e is more 
keenly appreciated. Some economists have 
advanced the theory that GoYernments should 
wait until a depre<sion period before embark­
ing on a vigorous public works policy. 
\Vhilst not snbscribing altogether to that 
view, I hold that the present juncture is an 
admirable time to carrv out those works. 
The Government, by reason of their policv, 
are earning the support of eYf'ryone outside. 
They are earning the support of the workers 
and also the support of the business com­
munity, who already are feeling the effects 
of tlw Government's policy. Despite all that 
thP Dcputy Leader of the Opposition may 
say about the violation of the sanctity of 
agreements, the fact remains that it is to a 
public works policy that Governments 
thronghout the world arc looking to relieve 
the position in which civilisation finds itself. 

I 0ongratulate the officials of the \Vorks 
Department upon the ver.v excellent service 
they are rendering to the State. I hope tho 
Minister will be able to carry on his good 
work during the con1ing- :vcar. 

:Mr. MAHER (TT' est Jioreton) [8.3 p.m.]: 
With the Deputv Lroader of the Opposition. I 
join in congratulating ~Ir. Colledge on the 
very excellent way he supen-ised the record 
loan programmP proYided for him bv the 
Govcrnn1cnt. during tho past yf'ar. Thefe f'an 
bP no questionin,. the fact that a great deal 
of extra work has been irnllos0d on :Yir. 
Colledge and the officers associated with him· 
in the management of the department, I 
haYe no doubt that theec officers have 
acquitted themselves Yerv canablv in carry­
in.c: out their part of the' work. ' 

I regret verv much iHdced tbat the large 
sum of £400.600 was annropriatPCl last year 
from loan funds for buildings. 

Thn CHAIRMAK: Order 1 The hon. 
member will not be in order in discussing 
an appropriation from the Loan Fund 
Account. He will find this amount covered 
bY anothPr vote. I cannot sec am·thing about 
£400,600 in this vnte. · , 

:\Ir. MAHER: I find it is de a H with in 
the report of the, department. The whole 
work of the department is bound up in 
expmtditure of loan funds. It is with great 
regret that I find we han· not been able to 
construct Government buildings such as c>ourt 
houses, police stations. and State schools from 
revenue. It would have bc0n a credit to 
the State if these buildings had been built 
from revenue instead of loan funds. It is 
J'egrettable to see so much loan money being 
spC'nt by the departmC'nt in the erection of 

luxurious Gm·ernment buildings. That ex­
penditure will run into hundreds of thousands 
of pounds. 

Mr. \V. T. Knm: \Vhat is wrong with 
that? 

Mr. MAHER: There is this much wrong 
about it: The producing section of the 
eommunitv now find it difficult to earn a 
livelihood: a fact that is reflected in the 
reduced taxable incomes in the past financial 
year. In such a period as this the Govern­
ment are proceeding on a spendthrift loan 
policv and expending thousands of pounds 
in the erection of luxurious Government 
office:;, 

The CIL\IRMAN': Order ! I must point 
out to the hon. member that there is no vote 
under this heading for the construction of 
new Gm·ernment buildings. There is a vote 
f01· repairs to Government buildings, but not 
the construction of new buildings. 

~It-. ::VIAHER: Very good, Mr. Hanson, 
I shall accept your ruling, but I note with 
snnw alarm that eighty-five additional cm­
plo,. ees ha,-c been engaged in this depart­
ment since the 30th .June, 1932. \t an 
aYcragc wedd.v v:age of £4, the total weekly 
wat(·cs bill fOl' tlwse employees would repre­
sent £340. which has to be met from revenue. 
The rc,·enuo of the State is on the down 
grade continuously, in sympathy with the 
position of the people who are earning the 
we-alth of the State, and we have to be par· 
ticulady careful in timf>o like the present 
to contwl expenditure of this kind. I notice 
that in e\'orv instance the Government have 
increased the number of employees, Despite 
lower taxable receipts. the Government still 
pursue a policy of increa ,ing eontrollable 
expenditure. and when the State is reallv in 
an insoh-ent condition, dqwnding largely 
on l0an tnonPys to keep going-. it is regret­
table that beavv increases in the salaries bill 
should haYo to 'be met by the taxpayers. 

Mr. \V. T. KTxG: It is giving employment 
and will help in the long run. 

:\[r. M_\HER: If the State was in the 
position to m0ct the expenditure. such action 
might be justified: but on the argument 
of the hon. member for Maree we should 
be justified at the pre>ent time in adding 
onntl>cr eigbtv-ftvc men to the departmental 
li.% of cmplove>es, That argument, how­
PYCr. will not hold water. 

I note from the report that the sum of 
£47.060 12s. lOd. was expended on improve­
ments tr> school grounds under the -inter­
mittPnt relief schPme. the Department of 
Public \Yorb; and the Department of Labour 
and Industry co-operating in this matter. 
Is thi' monev nrovidcd from the loan fund., 
of the State c,,:bv the Department of LaboUI' 
end Indw;tr:v from the Unemployment Relief 
Fl!nd, and is the expenditure supervised bv 
officers of the Department of Publir \Vorks' 
The 'VIinistcr might giye some information 
on those points. 

'fhe repairs b0ing effected to Stat0 school, 
afford a \\'Orthy way of expending public 
1noncv. for n.fter sixtv or seventv years' ser­
YiC'e ~nanv State schOols are n1Ueh in nc-f'cl 
of repairs. 

Reference is made in the report to the 
Helidon quarry. Does the Minister intend 
to continu0 operating it or is it to be offerer! 
for sale? 

::VIr. GLEIJSox: Your Government sold it. 

Mr. Maker.] 
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Mr. MAHER : The plant and quarry were 
sold for a sum in excess of £4,000, but the 
purchasers were unable to complete the 
tr!Lnsaction. I understand the quarry is 
again under the control of the department, 
and I should like to know the Government's 
intentions in the matter. The quarry repre­
sents one of the disastrous State enter­
prises commenced during the previous 
Labour regime, the accumulated loss to the 
State approximating £20,000. I should like 
the Minister to give us some information on 
this section. In view of your ruling, Mr. 
Chairman-that wo are not entitled to dis­
cuss the activities of the department in the 
expenditure of loan funds-I am consider­
ably cramped in dealing with the vote, 
because practic·ally the whole of the activi­
tic~ of the department arc based on such 
c·xpenditure. If we are limited to the dis­
cussion of the administration of the depart­
l•1ent only. there is Yery little to which I 
e;an address myself. I think I am keeping 
'' ithin the range of discussion by saying that 
i ho money which is hFJing Axpondod by the 
department is part of a ]Jrogramme agreed 
upon at the Premiers' Conference held on 
5th Julv, 1932. \~illen. to usp the Pre1nier's own 
word. t.he oneration' of the Premier"' Plan 
\Yas " rcYil'~i\ ed " bv hi111. The Pn_'lniers 
agreed to a £15.000.000 rccoYe1·y loan, and 
thi~ n1mw~, -~as to be diYided a1nongst the 
States; and a crJndition laid do\rn \Yas that 
the n1oney 1\'as to be spent on pQl'll1ancnt and 
reproducti \'0 \VOrk. 1 think I an1 within my 
rights in ~aying that the n1one:y that is 
br•ing spent on public buildings, :State 
>ehools, court houses. police stations. and 
Government buildings in this State cannot 
h0 r0ga rdC'd :t~ pcrlnanont rn· rcproducliYe 
,.vorks. 

:\Ir. IY. 'f. KI"lG : Do the buildings rot? 

'\lr. \1AITEH: According to my point of 
Yicw. a building cannot be reproductive 
unlc1ss it is leased and a rental is being 
H'coiYed sufficient to cover interest 0Jt tho 
capital expended. 

i\1r. \Y. 'I'. Knm: Yon appar<>ntly do not 
Ul1derstancl what it means. 

:\lr. l\L\HER: I might be old-fashioned. 
\ly ideas might be out of date in this 
u;odcrn era. l\ly idea of reproductive works 
1 that thov must be works that will return 
intPrcst on. the capital expended. Nobody 
can com·ince me that the expenditure of 
£500.000 a ~-ear on the construction of public 
l_ nildings i~ rcproductiYe. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

:\Ir. MA HER: I regret that so much 
money is being spcnt by this department 
each year from loan fanrls on unproductive 
works. I regret that, owing to your ruling, 
:\'Ir. f:hairman, I cannot deal with the mat­
ter in the manner in which I desire. 

::\1r. GLEDSO.N' (lp.""ich) [8.15 p.m.]: 
The hon. member for West 1\:Ioreton said 
tf•at he wa, cramped in dealing with this 
Yote; but I think most hon. members will 
find plenty of scope for discussion on this 
YO(C. 

I desire to express my appreciation of the 
'"ork of the officers of the Works Depart­
ment in connection with a number of works 
itc the course of construction throughout my 
electorate and in different parts of the State. 

I should like the :Minister to give mem­
bct·s some information as to the powers of 

[111r. Maher. 

the l\Iachinery and Scaffolding Department 
to ensure proper protection to the public in 
regard to the condition of brakes on moto1· 
cars and utility trucks. Quite a number of 
accidents during the last twelve months have 
been attributable to faulty brakes, and it 
>vould be interesting to the public to know 
if some control could be exercised by the 
department in that regard. 

The court house in Ipswich is an old stone 
building which has been in existence eincc 
Queensland was. a colony; and I should be 
glad if the Mmister would cause reran·'< 
and alterations to be made to that bmldmg; 
in fact it needs remodelling. Every judge 
who p1:esides at the court at Ipswich com­
plain., about the acoustic properties of that 
building and alterations to meet modern 
require,;cnts would satisfy a long-felt. ''aut. 
The conditions under which the staff theto 
arc required to work are not of the best, 
and an imprm-ement could be made. I 
would ask that the departmental officers be 
instructed to investigate the n1attcr \Vith a 
Yiew to seeing whether something cannot be 
donP. The office of the Labour Bureau B 

another building which reguires mme a tton­
tion; repairs could ,be affected and an 
alteration n1ade in partitions. and so Olt. 

\Yhile the departmental officers 'vere ia,·e,. 
tigating these matters I would ask the 
Minister to see whether some prm-ision could 
not be made for providing a shelter for those 
unemployed mc·n who attend at the bureau 
for the purpose of takmg out then cards. 
Thew men at present arc exposed to the 
elcmcnb, while standing in their queue and 
at tjn1es are to be seen there even \Vhen 
heavy rain is falling. 

I desire to add my meed of praic :· to the 
architPctural branch of the department. It 
is doin~ exceptionally fine work of whid1 an 
exampl~ are the plans supplied for the build· 
ing- of the Ipswich Hospital. They a n• "· 
credit to the department and the officer< 
concerned. 

It is during the debate on thi; 'cte that 
{'Ontroversv has arisen in the past on the 
ouostion o.f daY labour and contract lab0ur. 
'i'hc last buildlng con~tructed in Ipswich b:v 
the department was the children's "·arc! at 
the Ho;pital for the Insane. at Sanely 
(;a11op. It is a very fine building and 
cvervonc \Yho has inspected it rccog~li.,es 
the 'good job that was made of it hv il10 
deparbnent. :1\.loreoYer. there \Ya;;; a ::.; 
of £375 on the estimated coet of the 
in g. 

An 0PPOSJTIOX :\1E,JBER : \,.ere t; wler' 
called? 

:\fr. (JLEDSO:'\: Tcnclcrs wer(' not cal kd. 
The building was constructed under the 
super.-ision of the Department of Ptihlic 
Works. The sdving of £375 on the < <ti­
mated cost would not haYo accrned ha-i 
toeders boon called. 

A rnatter agitating th0 n1inds ?f rnany 
jl('rsons in mv doctorate is the qucstJOn when 
a decision c~n be expected from the Elcc­
tricitv Board that was appointed to inquire 
into t.ho supply at Ipswich. The people are 
much concerned inasmuch as they are pay­
ing at the rato of Sd. a unit for their current 
aecl. in addition, the ratepayers ha.-e to meet 
the bill for the street lighting amounting 
to £4,GOO. I ask the Minister if he can 
give us any inforrnation as to when tl!o 
board is likely to make its determination. 
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The Department of Public Works is also 
to be commended for the excellent super­
vision of the work being carried out with 
the assistance of the Department of Labour 
and Industry, from relief funds, in providing 
playgrounds for the children at certain 
schools. \Vhen the schools were originally 
erected physical culture and sport did not 
occupy the important place it now takes 
in the training of children. Consequently 
schools were not built on site·. providing the 
necessary play grounds and sports grounds, 
and thus the pupils had often to go some, 
distance from the school to obtain the 
requisite space. The officers of the Depart­
ment of Public \Vorks, in conjunction with 
the officers of the Department of Labour 
and Industry, are doing a very fine work in 
converting these grounds, practicallv from 
rocky hills, into level playgrounds for the 
children, and I have to thank them for 
their very valuable assistance, which will 
be of material benefit to the Ipswich 
scholars. 

:\h. Kil\I:\10 (O.rley) [8.24 p.m.]: I also 
want to congratulate Mr. Collcdgc on the 
excellent manner in which he has conducted 
this department. I feel that every oiliccr of.. 
the department is performing a very excel­
lent Rcrvicc; jn fn et, verv little criticisin 
ran be levelled at the dcpa;'hnent I should 
like to know froru the Pretnicr v.;hcn we 
arc to have an opportunity to discuss the 
Estimates of the Department of Labour and 
Industry and the Railway Department. The 
E<timates of those departments are of very 
,-ita! concern to the countrv. \Vc are 
thoroughly in accord with the "Estimates of 
this department, and I suspect that the Go­
,-ernment are t>·ying to sidPstep hon. mem­
bers on this side by preventing our reaching 
the Estimates of the departments I have 
specified. With the exception of the E-ti­
mates for the Trea-urv Department all the 
Estimates that have been considere'd up to 
date have received the unanimous approval 
of hon. membe!'S, and I strongly protest 
agamst the actwn of the Government in 
endeavouring to sidetrack a discussion on 
smue of the n1orc Yital dcpartn1ents. 

The hon. member for Kelvin Grove said 
th2.t the hon. member for Logan was wre 
because the ~-ioore Govcrnrncnt \verc not 
able to obtain loan funds to provide build­
ings and a sets throughout the State. Can 
these buildingd that are being erected be 
regarded as assets? In many cases they 
are a liability to the Sta to. It is true thrit 
increased t'mpl?yment is being provided by 
their constructwn, but the work will cease 
when the loan money has been expended, 
and there wrll be further unemnlovment. 
The loan policy of the Government -is 'noug. 
The :Moore Governrnent were unable to 
obtain loan funds because the Labour Go­
Ycrun1ent were in power in the Federal 
~")arliarncnt and also because -..ve '\Yere pass­
mg through a crisis. Had hon. members 
opposite been in power at that time they 
would not have been able to secure loan 
money either. Their cri tic ism of the Moo re 
Gm·emment for their failure to obtain loan 
funds is. purecy political humbug. I pro­
test agamst an:y: hon. member levelling such 
cnt1c1sm at thrs part2'. :For fifteen years 
the Labour Party carried out an extrava­
gant. P'?licy of borrowing, yN, with a full 
realisatiOn of the fact that the financial 
crisis was rnore severe in this State bv 
reason of their extravagant borrowing 
policy, they are prepared once more to 

launch out on these foolish lines. They 
complain that we did not prosecute a pub­
lic works policy. It is true that the Moorc 
Government were unable to nrosecute a 
public works policy, because loan funds were 
not available. 

lYir. l<'OLEY: The Moore Governnwnt 
loaned the money to the other States. 

Mr. NIMMO : The policy of the Moore 
Government was followed by the Labour 
Government immediately they were returned 
to office. So soon as the loFtns matured 
they were used for ordinary govemmental 
purposes. Hon. members should not forget 
that the Loan Council refused to make anv 
further allocations whilst Governments had 
certain funds in hand. If the Labour Go­
vernment ha.cJ not squandered loan funds, 
the money would have been available for 
expenditure by the iYloore Government. 

A GovEm;::.IEKT :11E:l!BER: You are in deep 
water. 

J\fr. ::'\I:\1?110: I am not in deep wawr. 
I very definitely state that the l\loor. Go­
vernment had certain funds in hand. \lllrl 
because of that fact the Loan Council woald 
not allocate anv additional sum to this 
State. The first' new loan monev m-ailablc 
to the Moore Government wo.s r!rade avail­
able just prior to the 1932 election. aud hum 
then on loan 1noney sin1ply flo-.vecl into thjs 
State. 

The CHAIIDL\X: Urder ( I haYC ,[, ~'adv 
intimated that a discussion ou the ioar1 
po:ic,, of the GoYernment will not lw in 
order at this stage. I ask the hon. 
bcr to confuw his l'Clnarks to the ,~ate 
discussion. 

:1Ir. XDIJ\IO: Thank you, }fr. Hanson. 
I ptn·sued that lillo of discussion bccnu~e the 
hon. nw,r1lhcr for Ips\Yich referred to the 
LH1ilding of a court Lot\':1C at Ipswich. That 
wonlJ be con~tntdecl out of loan nlOlll'Y. and 
a,:5 h0 1\ a:" allo\YPd to pursue that linc· of 
an~·uttH'llt r l!aturallv coneludcd I al ... o '\Vould 
1><'- c•11tit!"d to do >O. A comiclcraule amount 
of the monPy exlJcnded by the department i:; 
furnis1wd fron1 loan fuuds. ThP 1·cport of rhe 
dcpartn1ent l'Pfer~ to tlw building, \vhich 
ha H' been erect eel fro111 loan fuuds, and also 
ro tlL· \vork 1.rhich ha~ l)('cn carried out hv 
~l1'L~ }·Iain Road;-; { 'o lll.llis.,ion. I und0rstooCl 
that in cli:--cnssin{.;· tl1c Chief Office Ydte W(' 
could criticise tho."c matt('rs which appeared 
in the annual rcr~ort of tlw departn1ont. 0e 
any of its sub-drpartment::-. Arn I to cou­
~·!ude from ~your ruling- that I am preYentcd 
nn this YOtP frou1 dealing ith ·work carried 
out by the ?\Iain Hoach Cornmis~ion ·: 

The ClLUH.;,L\:\': YPs. 

:3Ir. :'\L.\l:1IO: I protest against the Hrl--­
bane CitY Council not being n1on• l 

f'nperYise<J in connection 1vith- the wires 
in con\¥eying electric energy to private houses. 
:\iauy of these i11'tallations were cani0d out 
_Y('arS ago. and at1nospherie exposure has 
caused tl1e insulation on the "\Yircs to bPcomc 
\YOrn. JYianv arc bare of insulation. I haYe 
receiYcd sc\·cra! cornplaints in n1y dir-:triet 
and I a'k tlw :1linistcr to look i11ln thP 
tnatter. 

T congratulate the :\1inister for not pur'11-. 
ing a policy of day labour in constructinu; 
GoYcrmnPnt buildings in the country. Natnr· 
allv he is forced to adopt that policy in 
the city, but we kuow the day-labour policy 
i~ noL hPir1g adopted in the country. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRKS: That 
ls not correct. 

1l:lr. Nimmo.] 
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~\h. XI:YIMO: That is the reason whY 
!llany of the public works in the 0ountry hav~ 
been carried out at a rea,;onable cost. I 
'hnuld lik~ to Sl'C more teachers' residence·· 
(•rcctcd In connection with our outlying 
schools. The expenditure of that money 
would be a yery Yaluablo inYestment to the 
Ptatc. I understalld that a charge is made 
a§..!ajnst every teacher for house rent, but it is 
an advantage both to the department and 
to tlw teachers that teaehers' residences 
sLonld lH~ erectc_~d in clo~c proximity to 
se],ools in the outlying districts. 

l also congratulate the MinistPr on his 
,,dministration of the Gas Act. \Ve heard 
a c:rcat deal of talk about the high price 
charged for gas in thr• Brisbane area, but 
aftn a full and complete investigation the 
1•rice fixed was practically the same as prc­
Yiou ,,ly existed. The officers administering 
the A(~ts de:serve Yery great CTPdit not only 
for protecting the interest~ of the con1munit.v 
i11 this conu0ction but al•o hccause of the 
quality of gas supplied. Because of that 
!Jigll quality, little if any complaint is made 
l 1y ..-he consu1n8rs. 

run sorrv that our criticisn1s of the 
OpC'rations of vthis department has bel'!l SOUlC­
w!J,, restricted. l hope that tl1o Govern­
llH'nt will do the dcccmt thing- and allow 
11..':' to get to those Estin1ates which so ~eri­
ou:-Iv need reYi<'w and criticisn1. The action 
of rLo GoYernnH~nt in bringing on the Esti­
IIH>t< s of the Home Office, Department of 
Public ~Works and Department of Public 
ln..;,truction and not giYing an opportunit_y ... 
to criticise the departments '"c desire to 
di:-.c:1:-;:::; ifi-, beyond n1y coniprcllcnsion. 

:\Ir. l\IAXWELL (Tooii'UII!J) [8.34 p.rn.]: 
I haYe bec·n amused to hear the experts in 
th0 buitding trade airing their Yiews on the 
t•>timating of the cost of public works, and 
claiming that the fact the officers of the 
d<'partmcnt estimated the cost of certain pub­
li(· \vorks at such and such a figure and the 
actual costs were lee:s. as a tribute to day 
lalJour. That il:' rn~~re1y begging the ques­
timL \Ye had a 11inister ~aying " There 
you arc, our principle of dav labour is the 
prop0r thing. \Ye ha n• a Lorly of officers 
who understand what they arc doing, and 
I do not in any way blame them for carry­
ing out the policy of the Government. They 
t:'~tiruated the vvork to cost a certain arnount. 
lnrt we have found that it has cost us less. 
Thndore, the taxpayers >hould be pcr­
fec·tl.,- satisfied, because the officers of the 
department have sa,-ecl you that much 
rnoney." 

I want to pay a tribnte to the officers of 
the dcparttucnt. \Ye. a~ a party, have cause 
to h., very proud of the officers of this depart­
lllPnt. I congratulate• the M in istcr on being 
ahk to secure the scrviee of :\'Ir. Collcdg-e 
as Under Secretary. I know that gentle· 
l!Htrl qualifications and his competencv to 
carry out the work entrusted to him. 'Mr. 
Le . .,:,, the Chief Architf'ct and Chief Quan­
tity Surveyor, is another coinpetcnt official. 
A~ you, 1\ir. I-Ianso11, know as a cornpctent 
liHln, if it were not for the competency of 
thc·sc officers it would be a case of " God 
hPip the Labour Party." (Laughter.) 

()n reading- the report of the department 
I find that it i, stated that the Bunvaville 
State school additions were estimated to cost 
£1.246, whereas the completed cost was 
£1.186. On the publication of that fact hon. 
tllcmhcrs opposite throw up their hats in 
th(' air and say, "There you are. \VC saYed 

[Mr. Nimmo. 

vou that amount of money." The report also 
gi \"es particulars cf the additiolls to the 
infants' block of the Buranda State school. 
which were estimated to cost £4,643, whereas 
the completed cost was a little more-£4,856. 
In the case of the Central Technical College, 
Brisbane. alterations an<l additions to 
chcmistrv and commercial blocks were esti­
mated to cost £4,070, and the completed cost 
was £3,642. To the uninitiated that would 
ap]war to denote that a saving has been 
effected. but llO one knows better than the 
Premier that the only way to ascertain the 
true cost is to call for tenders and to allow 
the departmental officers to submit a tender 
in c·>mpetition with outsiders. That, how­
e\·er, is barred, because the policy cf the 
Labour Party stands firm for day labour; 
costs arc no concern of hon. n1crnbcrs 
opposite. 

Mr. FOLEY: You know that is not correc•t. 

~Ir. M.AXWELL: I know this business 
from A to Z and if the hon. member will 
permit me to proceed I shall show him. I 
know of instances during- the ::Yloore Govcrn­
rncnt's regirnu where the then Secretary for 
Public \Yorks, the hon. member for Logan. 
allowed the departmental officers to submit 
a tender for certain work in competitioll with 
outsiders. \Yhen the tenders came 1 o UP 
considered it was found that the departmental 
figure was t.he lowest and when the Minist.er 
sa id that the only thing to do in those crr­
rumstanccs \,·as to pern1it the dcpartn1ent to 
do the "crk. the departmental official said. 
"\Ve only submitted an estimate as a guide.'' 
I do not bclieYe in departmental officers wast­
ing ti1ne and Inoney in that way, and if hon. 
m<'mbers opposite spoke sincerely they >~ould 
cndor"e n1y opinion, because 'vith . two or 
three excei'ticns hon. mcmbcrs opposrtc haYe 
work of their O\\n done bY contract. 

The hon. member for Ipswich dilated on 
the beautiful structure that had been erected 
at Ipswich under the day-labour sy.stem. I 
do not dispute the fact that the bmldmg; ts 
bcautiful, but I can point to othe1' beautrfu l 
structures that ha Ye been erected under the 
contract systen1, where cn1ploy1ncnt wa~ 
o·iven tr- n1en at award rates of pay and 
~uder conditiom prescribed by the Industrial 
Court. Do not forget that many of the 
employees who previously worked for prtvate 
l)utplo: crs are now working for a So~1ahst 
G-oYCl'IliYIPllt. \Ve seem to be creat~ng .a 
" Hu~~ianiscd '' svste1n, where eYcr:vthing I~ 
to be done under: Governmental control and 
where privatP enterprise is to be effaced. 
\Yhcre will the Go,·m-nmcut get funds to 
carry on essential work if they build up 
:-uch a ccn1munitY? Take so1nc of our bcautl­
ftll structures; t~kc the Treasur_y Building: 

The Executive Building is a beautiful 
one and was built under the contract system. 
The Taxation Building on the opposite corner 
was also built under the contract S.J stem~ 
The pioneers of this country did not build 
up this wonderful community by the day· 
labour s~·,tem. Why? Because they reahscd 
the ridiculou:,ness of such a svstem. They 
realised that the best in a man is broug-ht 
out bv healthv rivalry and competition. 
t: nder ·the prcscmt system there is no incen· 
tive to the individual. The Treasury block 
of buildings. with the exception of on_c 
portion, YYas built by contract.. \Yhen. ti. 
was proposed to erect the remamwg- portwn 
of that building I was curious enough to 
ask for information as to the estimated cost. 
and I was informed that the cost would b" 
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£230,000. I was of the opinion tl•at whoever 
<''timated for the job had fallen into error. 
I cumpared the proposed building with the 
Exeeut.i ve Building and the State· Insurance 
Building (now the Taxation Building) and 
I measured each of those buildings. 'v\'hen 
that Treasury block was completed the 
actual cost of the last portion was £137.817. 
AccordiHg to the argument of hon. members 
opposite, over £100,000 was saver! because 
the Government had estimated that it would 
('Ost £230.000 1 In effect they say to the 
dectors, •· Ladies and Gentlemen, this build­
ing was estimated to cost £230,000 and we 
ha vc on. ved over £100,000." The Labour 
Party say that the contractors were nothing 
more nor less than burglars. I desire:! 
i urther information on the matter and 1 
"skecl the then Secretary for Pnblic \\'orks, 
:\fr. Kirwan, as to t.he reason for the difl'er· 
<•ncr, between the estimated and the adual 
co~t. lie said, " You know, you had son1c­
t hmg to do with the erectioH of the town 
hall. . It was intended by the department 
lo Lmld a tower on that builrlinrr and that 
tower was e-timat"d to cost £90.000." I 
went to the Department of Public ·works and 
g?t the plan and found no tower wa~ pro· 
ndcd for at all I returned to tl1i' Hou'0 
ancl informed the C'ormnittee to that effPd 
ru~d said I \\antcd some explanation. }1\~ 
fnend. 1\lr. Kirwan, simply "aved his hand. 
Instead of improving the conditions of the 
~-on1n1unity hon. n1cn1ber~ oppo::;itP are bniJd. 
J!lg up a systein that will he clctrin1cnt al to 
the int0rests of the \vholc~ of tlw eonl!Jinnitv. 
The\ arc increasing the co."t tJf g·o\·rnlnH'll t 
ancl increa~ing the public sen:·icc. Hon. 
nicmber~ say that the co~t nf goYernmcnt 
sl10uld he ,-erlucul. \Ye' all agree that it 
shonlcl lw rcclucecl. That rednct.ion \vill not 
hP_ Ll'ong~tt _about b" f'IJgag-ing in work of 
tlns ·rlcscnption. 

T J ~-lo 110t "\YO_nt to ('!_iter into a cn!ltroYf'l':-.)7 
on ulc rcspC'CtiYP 11l!:'l'lt;-; and dcnH'nt., of the 
c?ntraet ancl .cl~y labour ~ystcnl". I appre­
c~aic the po::ttion of hon. nH?n1bcr~ on 1-he 
otlJPr 'ide of this Committee. Th,. ,liJv 
1abol~r systrtn i:;; part of their poli<"'Y, an~l 
nothmg we have been able to say in point· 
1ng out how -wrong- the prins.ip}(' is "~sill 
make them d<'part from their polic\·. The 
~xpcnditt~rc of surh a :argc amo11nt of n 101wv 
1~ a senous rnattPr; 1vc-rc it not ~o thl~ 
cxpr0sslons of opinion of hor:_ m( rnbcrs 
opposite would he extremely humorous. A 
striking exan1ple is th(~ ui1finished raihraY 
~tation at lpsv,ich. Ask a policen1an '"here 
the new n11Tway station i:-!. I-Ic cannot 
tc·1! }Ol1, and I Ycnture the opinion that 
nc1thcr cnn the of!iicials of the raih•av 
dPpartmcnt. This building, still nnfinishcci. 
was e~tin1ated to cost a ~crtain arnount of 
monc~·. and I believe thrrt it has aln•ad­
co.-r three times the amonnt anticipated. 
and where i' the station? l:p in the douds! 
I. trmt the Minister will 11ln,- the game 
\\'ltl1 the supposed taxpayPrs. I s•1v ,,- "'P­
po~cd taxpayers," because thp~· are 'not tax­
JHt.n:rs n_ow. The departn1cnt is pushing 
a he• ad w1th a tremendous amount of work 
for whieh quite a considerable portion of the 
finance is being found frmn loan funds. 
However, I do not wish to pursue that mat· 
ter further. or I shall be ruled out of order 
by you. J\1r. Hanson. The GoYernment are 
c·reating an enormous burden, \Ybic•h will 
t'Yentually proYe a detriment to the State 
and it is time they woke up to the ultimatr: 
effect of their actions. 

I congratulate the Minister upon his Yery 
capable officers, and thank the departrr.ent 
for the wonderful improvements that ha vo 
been effected in the various schoob in my 
electorate. Quanies and gullie,; have been 
turned into beautiful playgrounds. 

Mr. vV. T. Knw: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAXWELL: The credit is not due 
to the hon. member for Maree, but to the 
Secretarv for Public ·works in the :!Yloore 
Governrr~ent. It was he who commenced 
work of this nature, and it stand, to the 
credit of the present uccupant of that ofhce 
that. ho 'wntinued th9 good work. \Vloat 
originally were rubbish dumt>o ha vc hc>cn 
turned into playgrounds for the childcen. 
The department i~ eYcr ready to consic.'cr 
any suggestion, and I canner allow the 
opportunity to pass without thankiHg the 
officers for the courtesy and consideration 
they haYe shmYn at all times. 

At 8.50 p.m., 
)\1r. llLEIJSON (Ipswich), one of the [J.n.el 

of Tetnporary ChairrtH't:, l'elieved the ChaH'­
man in the chair. 

:'vir. G. C. TAYLOR (Eno[J{f' 18.50 
JLln.]: I want to add 1ny n1Ntsurc p;'ai~c 
to the cle]Jartment. for the mar'I•Pl' 111 wl.tch 
it }:-' n::,sisting in alleviating distre;,;s aruung 
the urWIIl!•loyed tradesmen of Brisbane alld 
the State of (~uecnsl<md durin<; this pettod 
of Llepressiou. The Dcpartrnr--nr of Puthc 
\Yorks is to bt) conR,Taiulatc>.d for pur-,~ling 
it~ pr('3Pllt policy, which has l'l'Sulted in 
l·xtl·a labour bc~iug cn1ploycd. Thr_• ::\lilli~­
ter j~ also to bP congratulated on the HWU­
Hcr in \Yhich the denartn1ent has lutn,t 1ed 
that extra labour, a;rcl on the contf.J~ of 
tlw reliPf labour E'rnploycd 011 Llf.' grouud.s 
of St<Lte schools and otlicr public builditlf!:"S. 
Fron1 rhP point of Yiew of uuiOIIisin the 
posi.tion to-day .1~ rnul:h better than )t vYas 
clurmg the regnne of the' J\Iuore Gon·Jil· 
llll'lHJ and the policy of the dqlartnlClli in 
lJ- c ~cribing full a \Yard rates and con~._-lil lens 
vnd in applyiJ!g the ~y-;tcnl of prcf('i'Pl~co 
to unionisb to the niPn engaged in tho­
d{~parhnent h:~:s c-reated a HlC'a-:,urc of confi­
dence within the ranks of the tr.1cle t;:nlou­
ists, a fceliug thJ-t had !Jeen almo ., com· 
pletcl.v destro.n•Ll during the rr" 1gu of tlw 
late Gorcrnrnent. 

I also wioh to congratulate the dcparLwent 
un tlH' extcu~ion of its operatio11s at the 
lpswich-road worbhops TherE' is no umbt 
lhat the work that is carried out there can 
cornparc HlOl"C than fayourably 'vith the 
"·ork carried out bv the contracto1·s 1.d1o 
l,l'OYidcd t!Jc furuitul·c and oflice equi['Hll'llt 
for s('hoob and public buildings during the 
rq~-lnlC of tl1P lat1..' UoYcnuncnt. The Guild­
ing prograHllllf.~ of the departn1cnt to-day is 
one of progrcs' that has done much to 
r•. 'tore confidence to the people in the city 
of Brisbane and in the other large cGntrcs 
of the State. There is no doubt that the 
building prograrnruc of the departrnont ~q 
heavier to-day than it has been for years; 
but the department is carrying out a splen­
did public duty in providing an opportunity 
to all workers to exercise their rights of 
eitizenship. The work that has been carri0d 
out in my electorate is a credit to the 
department an•! its staff and to the workeJ'' 
cnp:agecl upon it. The schools hav0 boon 
bnilt with clue regard to cfficiencv, and they 
offer to the rising generation some measure 
of comfort during their scholastic. careers. 
[luring the coming year the department will 

Mr. G. C. Taylat'.] 
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be called upon to give effect to a more inten­
>ive building programme, and upon the 
'"nmpletion of the work it will have done 
wuch to restore confidence to the workers 
eilgaged in the building trade. The policy 
of the department in placing relief work 
carried out under award conditions under 
the supervision of the district foreman of 
1 he department has been responsible for the 
c':<tensive improvements carried out at the 
\Vilston, Newmarket, Oakleigh, and Enog­
gera State schools. The sports grounds 
which have been constructed are a credit to 
the State from a town-planning point of 
view, and will also be of material assistance 
to the scholars. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (JJ:urilpa) [9 p.m.]: 
One pleasant feature of the operations ot 
this department is the number of apprentices 
to whom it is now giving' employment. The 
figure''~ are very illurninating. Fron1 1923, 
,,hen the regulations were made on which 
tLe apprenticeship is based, until J':ne, 1~29, 
the department took 136 apprentices mto 
ito employment. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Otdcr! 
l remind the hon. member that aj)pr8ntice­
,l~ip matters cannot be discussed under this 
YOte. 

2\ir. P. K. COPLEY: I am. going to con­
""' t my remarks up with this vote Ly 
saying at the present time the deparbnent, 
under the apprenticeship scheme, is cnploy­
ing thirty-two apprentices, whereas , ur·der 
the rcgin1e of the J\Ioore CoYennnnnt only 
oue was employed. It is pleasing to note 
tl:at under the public works policJ of the 
Uovernmcnt a large amount of w0rk is bting 
provided for tradesmen, which in turn has 
,enabled a large number of lads to earn a 
li\·ing under our schcn1c of apprentice:->hip. 

l also commend the decision of J he 
:\1 inister in connection with the \Vest End 
::ichool, in the Kurilpa electorate. That 
lmilding was constructed fifty-five years ago, 
awl it is only quite recently that it was 

to improve it. The n' a in portion of 
building is to be demolished and a 

lJIZJdcrn building and conyeniences erected. 
I was also pleased to see that certain arrange­
m< nb were made whcrcLrv the grounds of 
th· State schools, not onh- in trw Kurilpa 
ckctorate but also in othet: electorates, have 
l>emr improved and beautified_ 

l listened with a great deal of amusement 
to the remarks of hon. members opposite 
concerning the policy of the Governmc11t in 
J>roviding employment by a vigorous build­
ing poliey. A very cur~ory glance L t thr~ 
figures contained in the report will show 
tl1at in the past financial vear the presem 
(;ovf~rnment spent an amOunt which \ras 
equivalent to the total expenditure on publjc 
buildings and schools during the thr8e yeill's 
the Moore Government administetcd the 
affairs of State. The department is to ho 
congratulated on its initiative and enterp1·ise. 
There is no question that whilst 1110ney is 
being spent on the erection of public build­
ing-s workers are beiitg put back into employ­
mt>nt. It is generally conceded that the 
bnilding trade is the best trade to concen· 
trate U).10n to bring about a revival, because 
in it the greatest proportion of the money 
expended is paid out in wages and immedi­
ately put into circulation among all sections 
of the community. 

T again congratulate the Minister and tbo 
mun bers of his staff upon engaging on 3Uch 

[Jlr. a. C. Taylo1·. 

a fine public works policy, which is mate­
rially assisting to lift Queensland out of 
the throes of the depression. 

Mr. KEOGH (Jierthyr) [9.3 p.m.J: I aho 
wish to congratulate the Minister and the 
officers of his department on the good work 
they are doing. I was rather surprised a\ 
the remarks of hon. members opposite, parti­
eularlv the hon. members for Oxley ana 
Tcowong. They commended the good work 
of the officials, but at a later stage of their 
speeches said that they could not carry out 
the work of the department under the day­
labour system. In so doing they cast a 
si ur on officers who are efficiently carrying 
out a very fine public works policy. ·w ~ 
krww that the same type of tradesmen and 
>tssistants are engaged in carrying out that 
policy as are working for private contractors, 
and they will give the same amount of work 
to the department as they give to a coi~­
tractor. It does not matter to a trade-men 
whether he is working for the Government 
or a contractor, so long as his wages aro 
paid. I am satisfied that we ha.-e as good 
and efficient a set of officers in the depart­
ment as can be found on the staff of private 
<'Ontradors. In talking about contracti•J)Ci 
work I would bring the city hall under the 
notice of the hon. member for Toowong-. 
That building, which cost £1,000,000, 
constructed by contract, yet whenever i:, 
rains water finds its way into the building-. 
I would also refer him to another build:n;: 
which was erected at a cost of many 
thousands of pounds b} a private contractor 
for Messrs. McW'hirters Limited. We know 
that during a recent rain stonn ''rater found 
its way into that building also. \Ve do not 
have that happening in public buildings con­
structed by day labour. On tlu~t account 
we appreciate the good work earned out by 
the department, especially in the erection 
of schools. police stations, court houses, and 
other public buildings. 

The >Yay the Moore Go.-cnnnent allowed 
public buildings to get into a state of di'­
repair was a disgrace. Schools and poltc•• 
i'tations were allowed to fall into such a 
state as to interfere with the comfort anc: 
health of their occupants. Two police 
~tations 111 n1v ele-ctorate were aln1ost 
tumbling down 'on the heads of the people 
living in thcrn. In fact, one building was in 
Hlch a dilapidated state that I do not know 
how a police sergeant. his wife, and family 
continued to live in it. It is pleasing· to 
kno\v that the Governrnent are doing some­
thing as regards the upkeep of public build­
ing~ and that this work js giving a va~t 
amount of work to tradesmen and their 
aesistants. After all is said and done, it is 
the friends of the hon. members opposite~ 
the busincs,s people~who gain the benefit of 
money spent on public buildings. Surely 
these hon. members do not wish the public 
to believe that money spent on public build­
ings i~ \Vasted ! Are not the buildings an 
a8'et to the country, and haYe not th•' 
Uo.-crnment to rent buildings if public 
buildings arc not available? 

I agree with the remarks of the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley in regard to the insulation of 
wires con.-eying electricity from the street 
pol0s to residences. and I trust the :\1rnister 
will instruct his officers to inquire into the 
work not onlv of the Electricity Department 
of the Brisbane City Council, but also of the 
City Electric Light Company, Limited. and 
other companies. The hon. member for OxlPy 
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endeavoured to have a crack at the Brisbane 
City Council, but private companies are the 
greatest offenders. The provision that the 
wires must be insulated for a distance of 
fifteen feet from the house is not sufficient. 
because in stormy weather the wires may be 
broken down and fall across the roadwav, 
C'reating a source of extreme danger io 
people in the vicinity. Electricians have 
complained to me that the Act does not 
compel the complete insulation of the wires 
from the house to the poles from whieh the 
current is drawn, and I trust that the Minis­
ter will look into this matter. 

I am not satisfied with the action of the 
department as regards gas and electricity 
charges. Last year we were promised that 
electric light eharges would be reduced but 
with the excention that the meter rent and 
the minimum charge for electricity have been 
abolished, no relief has been given to con­
sumers. I trust the Minister will sec what 
c·an be done. \Vhen the hon. member for 
Oxley, who is a shareholder in a gas com­
pany, congratulates the Secretary for Public 
VVorks on the action he has taken in regard 
to gas charges, then I eau only say that it 
is not any great recomrnendation for a 
Labour :VIinister. As a reprPsentati,·c of 
the consumers. I am not satisfied with the 
way in which the Minister has handled the 
matter. Prices should be reduced. The com­
panies ran afford to n1ake reductions, because 
their balance-sheets show that huge divi­
dends continue to be paid. \Vhy. the Gympie 
Gas Company made a virtue cf a necessity 
and reduced their charges for gas by 4s. 
per 1.000 cubic ft'et, because they were afraid 
that legislation \Vould be introduced to deal 
with the matter. To what extent had thcv 
been robbing tlw pnhlic before? I am sure 
that even after thev made that reduction tl1ev 
left themseh·es a fair profit. When the Minis­
ter goes into the matter he will find that much 
more help can be given to the consumers 
under the legislation already passed. I am 
a consumer of both electricity and gas and 
110 grcnt rPduction has been brougf1t about 
in the costs of either. I trust the Minister 
will inquirP into the matter and take action. 

I express my appreciation of the good work 
done by the department in the building of 
furniture. etc., for schook The public 
generally have a high appreciation of that 
;;·ood \vork, \vhich I hope will be continued. 

Mr. ~\:\"NA;\'D (East 'l'oowoom ba) [9.11 
p.m.]: I cannot cong-ratulate the departmPnt 
on anv work constructed in Tom1 oomba in 
the p,;:st. twelve months, for, although many 
promises have been made, no public works 
ha \'8 been constructed ! However, I appre­
ciate the w 1rk which has been clone in im­
proving school playgrounds by means of the 
intermittent relief scheme. 

Tn stating that his Government had made 
it possible for apprenticE:o to obtain more 
work and that the increased building pro­
gnunme \Yould still further assist in that 
direction, the hon. member for Kurilpa made 
an assertion which I wish to challenge. Very 
man_,. tradesmen in the city of Too,voomba, 
portion of which I have the honour to re· 
present) arc debarred fro.o.1 working at any 
of the new 1mblic works under construction 
there. owing to the fact that they cannot 
afford to take out. tbe necessar'· ticket to 
entitle them to that \vork. " 

:\I1·. G. C. TAYLOR: That is not correet. 

:!\lr. A:\""~\A:\""D: I purposely drew that 
rmuark fron1 the hon. lTIClnbcr. I say my 

statement is d.:ftnitely correct, and I go ,o 
far as to sav that the Builders' Laboun·rs 
Union in Toowoomba has .definitely closed its 
b<Joks. 

The TEMPOHARY CHAIRMAN: Order: 
The hon. member will not be in order in 
cliscmsing the question of the closing of 
books by a union. He will be able to deal 
>vith that matter on another vote. ThE"' 
hon. member \Yould be~ in order in di.;;­
cussing the cn1ploy1nent of apprentices by 
the Department of Public Works. 

Mr. A:;\;NA:t\D: The activities of the 
department should be an example to othc'l" 
people. There was a small hay 'tack which 
required cm-ering at the \\'illowburn Asylum. 
and a hav shed has been built bv the depart­
ment whlch co3t, according to ·rny inforwa­
tion, over £600, and the hay contained in it 
i~ ·worth abcnt £20 or £30. I was wondering 
,, het her the department des:gnecl that build­
ing a~ an exarnple of the type of construction 
that 'hould be erel'ted bv farmers. The 
cxtravaganre in that cas{; is a t:ourcf· of 
arntEemcnt to the farmers. If it is true that 
it cost £600 then I sa.v £450 of public money 
has been thro\Yll a way. 

Mr. BIL\SSI:\""GTO.:\ (Fortitudt rallilf) 
[9.16 p.m.J: In t!w course of a fc·,· brid 
rerr1arks the hon. rne:mber for Ea~t Too­
womnba made refct·<'nce to men being forcnd 
to take union tickets before engaging ou 
public works. I kno\v ,,-hat your ruling i~. 
:\11'. Gledson. but I fcPl it is necessary for 
UJC to sav a few words in order to clear avvay 
any wroDg impression that rnay haYe been 
created bv the remarks cof that hon. member. 
For the 'information of that hon. membc·r 
I de,ire to sav that the award governing 
baildings lays it {Jown that any person can 
::-erure en1ploynwnt proYiding he giYes an 
nndertaking- to become a member of tlH' 
union \Vithin fonrtecn daYs after being em­
ployed ; and conscquently"--

Tli<' TE:\1POHARY CI-TAIR:\1A.:\: Ordc·r: 
The hou. member will IJOt be in order Ill 

discussing that matter. 

1\lr. BHASSI.:\GTO);": appreciate th,• 
acti ,·ities of the department during the pa>'t 
t" eh·t• months in the electorate which I 
rC'prc~C'nt. I d(·~ire to place on reronl m~' 
appreciation of the fact that the departnwnt 
i:'l nO\Y proceeding with the construrtlon of 
a \Yomen's Hospital adjacent to the B<.·i-­
bane General Hospital. The buil-ding whl<'l1 
is now und~1 r con::;;truetion i~ a credit to the 
department; and [ arn sure that if hon. 
rnernbcrs opposite in~pectcd that building .in 
the course of construction thcv would real;-;:e 
the good \York that is beirlg carried o~n 
tlJere and would be tardv in the future lll 

criticising the principle Of day labonr an.J 
the activities of the Department of Pnld1c 
Works. 

There is also the question of the various 
imprm·ements effected to the schools and 
o1 her buildings throughout my chnswn. . I 
appreciate the efforts of the department m 
that re:::ped, particularly in regard to tlw 
'..tst impro,-ements effected at the Centra I 
Practising School in Leichhardt '' reet. 
Fortitude Vallev. That school was not the 
best of buildings nntil the department under· 
1 ook the task of improving it. \Yhilst I 
n cognise and giYe credit for the Ya~t 
iwprOY-rments effected, I still think that 
t IH:re is only one solution to the prob!Pm 
of the buildings of the Contra! Practising 

JJir. Brassington.] 
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Scl" cl-the erection of an up-to-date build­
ir;~ in keeping with the importance of the 
il:otitution. So far as the Department of 
l 'llhli,_ Instruction is concerned, the Central 
Prar·tising Sc:h(\ol is, perhaps, 011e of the best 
oc i>ocls in the State, and I. for one, should 
lib to see a fine, up-to-date building erected 
i:t kc-c,ping with the standard of education 
imparted there, as laid clm.-n by the Dcpart­
,uc·ni. of Public Instruction. I appreciate, 
a]s, '· the fact that the department will 
el>ortly be undertaking the painting of the 
Bovs' State School in Fortitude ValleY. 
Thi, is a job that is somewhat o.-erclue. · 

EY~·n in the course of a few brief remarks 
l callllOt but recall the utterances of hon. 
P ('tnbcrs opposite and drawing their attcn­
t>on to the fact that. they ha.-e adopted a 
mo.-t rc•markable attitude. They argue that 
l':'\l1t·J1dlture should not }]{_) undertaken jn 
<O;IJ,, .-tion with public works. and that if 
t liP Guycrnrncnt eoutinuc with their l)olic.v 
<I icaster will eveutua!ly oYertake the State. 
Hon. members should. be pinned down to 
01,e or two facts. Do hon. members opposite 
beiie,·c iu the policy of improving State 
Luildings and the erection of new buildings 
whPre they arc neC'f.\::3Sary in the intere,:;ts of 
thc- people? They 1nay argue against this. 
hut they cannot sweep away the fact that 
a mnnbcr of the buildings to which we refer 
ha Ye served their purpo;e and can now very 
well rnake \Vay for newe-l' und n1ore up-to­
-c'<>tc buildir1gs, so that not only the people 
who now make use of them, but also the 
pc•ople \Vho will use then1 in vears to co1ne 
J,t:IV reap_ the benefit. I, pcr;souall_v, sland 
f,)r a policy of progrcs::.:. I d(•sil"c to se0 
rhl~ policy continued, so that future citiz0ns 
of chis State will enjoy the benefit. Hon. 
members opposite could YCJ'V well state their 
policy townrds the proy]~io~1 of these ueccs­
~c,ry public utiliti0s for futnre generations. 
\i> mig·ht join iso,uc \Yitl> them upon the 
t}U\'·,uun whet het' or not :-:ud! buildings iu 
the course of construction <ll'(' in an:~/ wav 
1:1arerially absisting to re-Pnlplo:v tradesn1ei1 
a11d labourers who arc ut prc:<ent out of 
\;·urk. It ~s Yery IH~CC'ii'' n.r~~ _to point out here 
111at were It lJOt for th0 policy of the present 
qon'riin1ollt in tlwt direction, ea·. to put it 
111 another way, if the polic,\ of hm1. nleiil~ 
h't'-.. whcu in power were continued 
-a y of stavnatlon aud no result-then 
iu,tead of the positiou of the unenrployezi 
LH in:; consrdeJ·abl:v relleYed, as find it 

their nurnhcrs v1ould have con-
increased. 

At 9.21 p.m., 
T]tf' Cn.HRliT.AX resuruPcl the chair. 

.\lr. ill:L\Sf'\Tl'\GTOX: Hon. membcrc• 
1 ppo:-'!tt' rnav tn lk about du' expen(1itur0 of 
loan Jl10nPv.v T'hcy :nut forward lhP 7~antc 
;~.\ri . titne and again; but I should 
tltU.:' cxp~ain avnty the clairus put 
fon ~Jr_d 1nentbers on this ~1cle of the 
( ·.Jllllllltice that the Prection cued the 
Illlpro, C'HlPnt of publlc buildings are verv 
.:Pt·, -.'-"ar:v t\, o irnportant rca~ons--fir"l:· 

!H· . 1 _of pr<:vid!ng up-to-date build-
lll Keeping \Yith the standard of the 

~~a ~Y ; ~eccn~ly~ the ncc_cssit:v of ernployi,ng 
(h ntaJJ,~: persons as possible at a time \vhrn 
S<.J !Uany are unt'rnployed. I ('Olnn1enrl the 
~ny(·rnlner.tt f?r their policy in that direc­
t~Oll. mHl I SlllCPrcly trust it \Yill be con­
hln1, d fol' nHtny years to con1c. 

. I'· , com;non with the hon. member for 
.. \lPl't n_vr, 1. rnust confess I an1 not altogetber 

[Jlr. Brassington. 

pka>cd with the operations of the amend­
ment of the Gas Act passed during the last 
5t's,ion. Whilst I recognise that-thanks to 
the passing· of that Act·-the quality of gas 
tbmughoul the Greater Brisbane area rs cer­
tainly-- much better than heretofore, still I 
"ould like to sec this problem mor0 
thoroughly investigated, in order to ascer­
tain whct!Jer the price of gas to the con­
oumcrs in the area cannot be reduced to the 
io\, est possible levPl. 

I am interested to see what effect the 
legi~lation passed during last session vvill 
ha vc upon the prices charged to the cc,n­
sumers in Brisbane for their electric cur­
rent. I sincerely hope that it wrll mean a 
wbstautial reduction in price and that 
it will confer a benefit on the peop:e of 
Brisbane. I conclude my remarks by again 
tha11king- the iYlinister and tl:e officers of 
his dcpartmeut_ for the attention, courtesy, 
aud consrd,.ratJon that they ]:;<ye extended 
to me on all occasions that J: ha.-e made 
representations to them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PeBLIC WOP..KS 
(Hon. H. A. Hruce, l'he l'ablcland) [9.25 
p.m.]: I enthusiastically endorse the 
remarks of the hon. member for Logan 
concerning the excellent serYic·~ pcrforrned 
by the officers of my department. They 
are working at the highest pocsible speed, 
and I venture the opinion thau no private 
r·ompany with a similar staff could do the 
arnount of work that is being done by thr~' 
department to-clay. 

In dealing \vith the question of daY 
labour and contract I do not propose to 
fol:ow the ti'Ua! practice of Yiolently attack­
ing coutractor~, but I clo wish to point out 
that contractors who cut down on their 
extwnses hNc and there can make a little 
morP profit tlian otherwise thev would, and 
that. there is a. tendency a1nongst sorr1c of 
the eoutr.actors to go so far n..s to do shoddy 
·work. En'll private enterpri~f' itE;el£ ha." 
to etuploy a priYatc architect on a p(•n·cn­
tage basio to sec that a contractor faith­
full~- carries out his work. I do not say that 
that applies to <dl the contractm·,c. Some of 
the contractors clo excellent work, and 
probably would do it without supcr\lsion. 
but there are some who fail t<-, carry out 
thci1· work faithfully and well. Ir! the 
departlllcnt. \vhcrc tho 'vork is carried out 
n11dPr the Ja~~ labour systcrn, vve have our 
inspectors to see that tJ1e w~n·k is propc~rly 
clone. I am r1uite satisfied from the figures 
Ill rn.v po::'se~siou that the bricklavt•rs. 
paiu1er~. carpentt~rs, nnd oth0r trad;:·-;~mcn 
arc givi11g f.' X( cllent .servict! to tht: State. 
fn the c:·clone orea in 1\orth Queemlancl 
the building-s comtructed L!llclcr the dav 
lahonr by the Department of Public 
\Yorb \Yithstoocl the force of the gales 
\\'Lil.-;t buildings c·onstructcd by private eutcr­
pri"e !1 >Ye been blo\Yn awav. \Vc hit H' had 
cnmpnri OJF n1aJe betvveeTI. building·s con­
:-~tru('i eJ under the da v ln bour sv:::.tc1n a.nd 
huildinr-: r:onstrnctcd ~under t.ht; contract 
-..:;::;tC'ut. The State In~'Hanee Buildiug, one 
unit in thP Ja.yout· of Anz[le ~qu,:p_·o, wa-.: con­
E--rruct{'d under the contract systeru during 
tlh' "0.loore-Barne-; n:girne, ;::~nd when the 
othPr vnit is cornpletcd \Ye shall have an 
opporiunih of cornparing con~truction co'3ts. 
Although cPrtain adYo ~ates 111a~~ bo genuine 
in their support of tho coniTact sy3tcrn it 
i' nbsolutelv vb.mrd to cav that excellent 
\York ca11noi. br carried out'"' at v reasonable 
cr----t under the clay labour system. I 
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frankly admit that during the regime of 
previous Labour Governments the cost of 
the day labour system was increa"ed because 
InCH \Vcre sent long distances tc carrv out 
small jobs, and railway fares and llving­
away-from-homc allowances had to be paid. 
I have been congratulated bec,mse I have 
carried out certain work outside the metro­
politan area under the contract svstem. I 
am quite prepared to allow small jobs to 
be carried out under the contract system in 
places where there are, perhaps, one or two 
carpenters capable of carrying out the 
work; other,vise the trades1nen living in 
those small towns would not be able to 
participate in the work provided by the 
Department of Public \Yorks. 

This poliey also saves the cost of travelling 
fares to and from the job. \Yhen I go out 
of office I v. ant the fad Pstablished that works 
con,tructcd bv dav labour have been done 
bettt·r than s{ntila~ builtlings constructt~d b.v 
contract, and so far as prices arc COllCE'rned 

tha! tlw,v f'an be executed on a corDpetitiYe 
ba~q:;: \v~th ~irnihx buildings erected under the 
contract S'- '•,tern. It has buen mv ain1 to 
c1irninatc ·~~xce~-;;iye C'osts iu buildiJ;g. Take 
t~c Cain:' yublic building'. for exatuple. 
Lhe;;;e bullcl,tng::'. while not being quite :-)O 

lr:rg·e as 'ome of tho publi0 bui1di!Jg::; ia 
Br~ .... L.tnc, arc of equal beauty frorn an archi­
tectural point of Yiew and thr ''orkmanchip 
1s JUSt as E>fficicnt. Thcv are beino- con­
~tru:::ted bv da•T labour. \Vhcnevl'r reas~~_mable 
opportunii:v oCcurs1 public works arc being 
cHrriccl out by da:v labour, which is borne• 
nut by the fact that buildings being erected 
at the present ti1nc in Cairn::;. 1-tockhanlpton, 
Glad~tono, Ho m a, an cl other tovo ns of a 
reaeonable size are being built b~- day labour. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition dis­
cussed the rPlatiYe rnerit::;:; of constructing 
vublic buildings out of loan funds and 
l"C'YCTllH~- The Auditor-General carcfu11v 
~crntinises the expenditure of loan lllOl1t1 ~' 
-,~,·ith a Yif~w to disco\·cring whether it ha·::> 
been spent in the direction which it is 
intended, and whether it has been properly 
spent. Ho also 1nakcf) sirnilar inquiries iu 
regard to vYorks carried out fron1 reYenue. 
That hon. n1crnber critici1"ied our GoverHrnent 
for eonstructing a nurnbcr of \Voodcn bulld­
ings out of loan n1oney, w hi eh he said was 
uneconomical beclmse of tlu,ir short life. Jun, 
previously he had congmtnlated the GoYern­
nlent on building teachers' residences and 
r·ndeavourPcl to show that we haYe expended 
111011ey profitably by constructing those build­
ings out of loan rnone:v instead of pern1itting 
li,c Depaxtmcnt of Public Instuction to erect 
them out of its consolidated revenue vote. 
Thus he contradicted himself. Since I have 
1JCf.'J1 in cbargo of the dPpart1nent a o-reatcr 
number of buildings haYe bl'en const~ucted 
in both brick and concrete, out of loan mom·~· 
becan,e those materials haYc a longer !i{e 
than 'vood. \Vhen I assumerl office I found 
a largo number of school residences had been 
l'econ1mcndcd for construction by the preYion:' 
Govcrnn1cnt. Had the previous Governin('nt 
been returned to power they undoubtedJ,­
wculcl ha vc been erected out of loan monev. 
I built everJr r0sidencc recornn1endcd bv n~v 
predecessor out of loan monev. In ~hort 
I ce1rried out the contractuit! oblig-atim~ 
bequeathed to mo by my predece'·'<Or. Yet 
this hon. member has criticised this Gm·ern­
rnent for not carrying out a sound works 
policy by ercetlng vvoodcn buildings frmn 
loan money. That policy is similar to the 
policy pursued for many ::cars past b:· pre-

Yious Secretaries for Public \Vorks, inchrcliu!-!; 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

The increased loan expenditure durin,; tlic 
last two years has been incurred in the con­
otruction of more permanent brick or con­
crde buildings. One hon. member said that 
the Moore Governn1ent were unable to 
~ecurc large surus of loan rnoncy. That wa~ 
true, but the fact remains that what loan 
money they did 0xpend was largely cxpend0d 
on the ercctiou of woodPn building::. That 
~~ in ..,h-iking contra:'3t to tl1c expenditure of 
loan n1mwv to-da:7 on a perrnancnt typt> of 
building in brirk or concrete. 

The hon. member foe \V est Moreton sought 
i1:formation concerning the I-Ielidon qua;1·y. 
Th's ntatter 'vi!! elaim yerv earlv attention 
from the Government. Ilm~·ever. ·the time i, 
llot npc to cli~cl()~t' th0ir jntentions. ThE:'re 
is f'n~~·y ]H'O:".pect in th(' fuhue of a large­
building- programuw 11:hich will proYide a 
ba.sls for conside1·arion in regard to the 
iuture of the qua>-r:,·. 

Some of the buildings which we haw buiit 
Jtl eitlwr brick or concreto are· 

Cairns public offirr·s; 
Dalby cnurt hou~c and police station; 
Ipswich Korth State school; 
1\Jackay intermediate school; 
Goodna l\lC'ntal '".\:-.ylun1, nurses' ;plar-

ters; 
Gym pie Hospital; 
Gladstonc Hospital; 
Innisfail Hospital; 
Ipswich Mental Hospital; 
Rockhampton Poliee court. 

These are brick buildings, in contradistlnc­
tion to the wood buildings which the pre·. ions 
Government built largely out of loan mone;-·s. 

\Yith referenc<' to the criticism of lton. 
members opposite concerning the public buiid­
iHgs now being constructed, I would p0int 
out that these are being built on the recom­
mendation of the Public Service Commis­
sioner for the hou,ing of Government dc­
partn1cnts. In tuany cases private person::> 
haYe been recciYing rcntals for housing !3o­
vcrnment departments, but that expenditure 
will no longer be necessary wlwn puc>lic build­
ings are a\·ailablc. ·when the hon. member 
fm \Yest l\Iordon stated that he alwavs 
understood that a work was reproducti~-e 
when it earned interest. he should aho haYe 
-.tat.ed that a work i.s renroductiYe if it ~a Yes 
outgoings. Private firins renting prenti~f'S 
construct their O\Yn building acconHnodation 
so soon as funds are available. The po!tcy 
I haYc been able to carry out with the monP,Y 
placed at my disposal by the Treasurer is 
influenced bv two com~idf)rati~...,ns: First. to 
~aYe n1oney ·by building reproductiYe \YOl'k", 
anJ. secondly, to giYe logical and reasonable' 
ernploymcnt to persons who previously had 
none. 

The hon. member for Ipswich referred to 
the Ipswich court house, ~~,hich 1~ a :;;ubjt'("t 
on 1vhich a sperial report has l-wcn obtaiJ~('(l. 
The matter is r0ceiving cons1deration. The 
remarks of the hon. 1nernbcr concernin~. the 
Labour Bureau building haYe also -been 
noted. I would point out to hon. mf'mhers 
generally that me· greate"t difficult,· to.day 
is tho tren1endous pressure at which my 
officers are working. Particularly in thP 
drafting section an enonnous an1ount of work 
has been entailed in carrying out the pol!~y 

Hon. H. A. Bruce.} 
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of the GoYernment. It is my intention to 
pursue that policy and to expend all money 
made available to me by the Treasurer 

Tl1c hon. member for Ipswich also referred 
to the inspection of brakes on private motor 
car' and trucks. The matter does not concern 
my department, there being no power under 
ti1P Inspection of Machinerv and Scaffolding 
.\et,, but the matter has been referred to the 
f-;ra te Transport Boar.d. 

A request for information in regard to 
electricity charges was also made by the hon. 
member for Ipswich. Hon. members will 
note the intention of the Government to in· 
troduce a Bill to amend tbe Electric Light 
and Power Acts. A distinct saving to con­
sumers resulted from the legislation passed 
last year because meter rents were abolished. 
I alse> appointed a board in accordance with 
the proYisions of the amended Act for the 
purpose of making inquiries into the price 
and nJ('thods of charge of electric authorities, 
and the amending legislation of which notice 
has been given will enable that board to 
finalise its activities in the manner desired 
by the hon. member. 

Reference was made bv the hon. member 
for Oxley to the fact that in some cases the 
insulation has worn off electric light wires 
com·cying electricity to residences, and the 
hon. member endeavoured to single out the 
Elcct.ricity Department of the Brisbane City 
Council in this respect. I can tell the hon. 
me!llbcr definitely that so far as the Brisbane 

City Council is concerned-and. although I 
cannot say definitely, I presume the same 
position obtains in respect of the City Elec­
tric Light Company, Limited, and other 
private companies-a notification by the 
occupier of any house where the wires are 
deficient in insulation will result in immecli. 
ate attention being given. The real trouble 
that mv officers have is in connection with 
flexes, the careless use of which by house­
holders is a source of great clanger. The 
need for attention to this danger cannot be 
too strongly emphasised. At all events, the 
hon. member for Oxlev will find that anv 
complaint he has in regard to insulatio;l 
will be removed if notification is given to 
the electricity authorities concerned. 

Reference was made by the hon. member 
for Merthyr to the price of gas. He stated 
that the Gympie Gas Company had been 
making enormous profits. For the informa­
tion of that hon. member I mav state that 
the Gympie Gas Company paid .. a di,-idend 
of 3 per cent. this year and has paid lower 
cli,-idends previously. That hon. member 
aho said that the public had not got the 
consideration they should under the Gas Act 
A mendmcnt Act ·passed during last session. 
The follo" ing table will afford useful 
information to the hon. member for Mcrthvr 
and other hon. members of this Commitle•' 
in regard to the savings to the people 
through the introduction of that amending 
Act: 

Company. Price fixed und('r Price fixed under Gas Art 
! 

Average reduction in price 
Gas Act, of 1916. ! Amendment Act of 19:3:1. per l ,000 cubir feet. 

8. d. 8. 
Brisbane R 1 7 
South Brisbane 8 9 8 
Hundaberg 11 7 l1 
{Jairns 18 (i 12 

GyJnpie l;) 2 12 

TJl~\\·k~t g 1 8 
lllarkay ]:j 0 12 

Mount. 1\lorgan 14 8 H 
Rockh:nnpton 10 (\ 10 
Tuo\Yoomba 10 10 

'J'own~villc 1:1 4 12 
'Yar-y;:jck 10 4 10 

San1l.!..!:at(; g (I b 
\Y,\'Illl;B!l 11 1 10 

T'Lc rotal savings to con5U!ncrs as a result 
of the alteration in 11rice' from those pre­
viomly fixed repre"cnb over £23,000. I 
tlii11k that is sufficient refutation of the alle· 
gatioll that the anH'lHling .Act did 110t carry 
ullt 1l1e purpose which vvas intended. 

The hon. n1C1nbcr for Too\YOmnha made 
a staten1cnt that \vas absolute! v incorrect. 
He '"id that men could not gd ;vork in the 
<lcpn.rtn1ent unless thPy held union ticket,.,, 
I\¥ i.lln hers of rnen ha Ye been enq1loyed Ly 
tlH' department who did not han' union 
tickets. Thev were allo\ved one month after 
~r-rurjng wo1:k jn which to purchase them. 
One of mv first acts as Secretarv for Public 
Works was to make that pro;·ision. :iYh 

"\Yas that n1en \~'ho were goo~l 
good trade~m0n, and artisan~ had 

tried to 1nake then1selYe~ ind€'pendent and 
rpnu;yf' them:;clYos frorn the labour n1arket. 

[Hon. H. A. Bruce. 

--------

d. 8. d 8. d. 
g to 11 0 6 (six pence) 
7 to ;) fJ 0 5 (five pcncP) 
4 to 9 1 () 10 (ten peme) 
6 to 8 4 1 11 (one shilling and 

r1rven P<'Il('f') 
6 to 8 4 4 6 (four shilling~; :tnrl 

six prnr~') 
l1 to 7 1 0 4 (four ]WIH'C) 

6 to 8 4 2 2 (two shillin~~ awl 
two penet•) 

8 nil. 
0 to R 4 0 7 (scYEn pem·r) 

to 7 6 1 3 (one shilling and 
three prnc<') 

6 tu 10 ;-, () 10 (trn ]Wnr·) 
() tu g 2 1 1 (Olll' shilling and 

onP penny) 
g to 0 ·1 (four pPnce) 
0 to 7 1 1 (one shilling an~l 

one prnny) 

but iu1d not succeodPcl <nYing to the 
depl'C'"~ion. and tbere was no reason 1vhy 
the·c men should not be afforded an oppor· 
tuHiry of rejoining their l'C'~\lectiYc unions. 

l,Ir. Axx.\KD: I ha Ye the letter down­
stair~ in regard to that con1plaint. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The' hot:. memb0r etated that the books of 
the Builders Labourers' Union \Yerc closed. 
If a man who had been a member of the 
._\u-;tralta11 \Yorker~· l_~nion or unY other 
uniOil secure-d a position as l~uilder·s 
labourPl' un(kr the d.elwrtn:ent. the 
Builder~· Lal1ourers' [~nion "\.~,'ould haYe to 
acl!t~il hiltl. It "'-Yould be llCcc-~".ary for l1i1n 
to jc;in the Builders' Labourel·:-.' Cnion 
he<'aLh<' he had undertaken builders' 
labourer,' work. I do not know whether 
any ~pecial case has .arisen in Toowoomba, 
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but ;.1w Builder' Labourer'' Union in the 
1uetJ upolitan area has accepted every n1an 
v:lJ<J lms made application for admission. 

Une or two matters were raised by the hon. 
mewber for Fortitude Valley in reference 
to repairs to certain buildings. Hon. 
members who have been interested in the 
matter of government know the urgent 
:necessity for nursing revenue Inoney. All 
the improvements made in Parliament House 
havp been paid for out of revenue. The 
question raised bv the hon. member for 
Foriitude Vallev Is one that has received 
careful consideration by my departmenG. 
There are a number of places that require 
minor repairs and painting, but the amount 
of money necessary to affect those repairs 
"·ould be very large. and those jobs arc being 
done from time to time as funds permit. 
1 say quite frankly that probably no matter 
cau,os so much concern to the officers of my 
department as this question. 

The bulk of the work undertaken by 
the department is reproductiYc. The onlv 
work that can be criticised is that c<mcern­
ing State school buildings and other ecluca­
tioual facilities, yet the time has long passed 
when anv hon. member would have the 
temcrit.y to contend that builclll1gs designed 
to afford educational facilities are not highly 
reproductive. Many hon. m0mbers on the 
Opposition and many prominent members 
of tlw public, together with ;,on. members 
of the Government. consider that some­
thiHg should be drn1e in the l'rection of a 
UniYcr:,ity building. That would be the 
continuation of the work the •lepartment is 
doing ~o far as public instruction is conw 
cenwd. I do not think, therefore, that there 
should be any criticism in that direction. 
The building being erected at Cairns will 
hot"c numerous departments that were scat­
terc·d all over the town in buildings for 
whi{h the Government "'~'on~ payn1g rent 
to private firms. That buil<ling will be 
reproductive. The homes erected for school 
teachers will ··ave the Government the pay­
ment cf allO'\YRllCP". l\Ianv of these resi­
dcnc~., were rccornmended 'bv the previous 
GoYcfnmpnt, who intended tO proceed with 
their construction had thev been returned to 
pcn1·Pr in 1932. I hano ei1cleavoured to sec 
that far as possible the dc!"1rtmcnt con­
'trucr' buiJ.dings which will give a return 
to the Government. 

A~ regards the da v labour sYstmn. I know 
there l;;lVe been discrepancies in the argu­
ments that ha\·c been aclv·anced at differ· 
ent It has, for instancre, been said 
that estimate was so and so, and the 
work wns completed undl'r the £"•timate. 
That js no criterion at all. rrhe criterjon 
is the amount of work that is cJ<me, and the 
dq1artmental officers exercise a high degree 
of 'u)crvision in this respect. \Ye have our 
own inspectors, and it is thus guaranteed 
tha r the work is 100 per cent. efficient. 
:\odJing i:" shunrnecl. OnP need onlv look 
round the Parliamoutary bmldings and" watch 
the painters vYho arc a,t pl'C3cnt at work 
to be convinced of that. These are men 
a•lc•cted from the Labour Burc&u. Nobody 
can suggest that these paimns are not 
doing their work as efficiently and as fast 
.as thev \Vould for any private contractor. 
Is anvhody game enough to suggest that 
the work has been slummed 'I L\nd the work 
bcjng done around this bu1lding 1s an 
exarnp}c of the work being donn in all the 
buildings under the supervision of the 

cle]Jartment. The handicap under which the 
day labour system was used durmg previous 
Governments-Labour Governments included 
-was the fact that away-from-home allow. 
ance' and tra veiling allowances were paid. 
:'.1any men would not &ccept work from pri­
vate contractors, but sat clown until they 
could get a day labour job; then, of course. 
they did not work as efficiently as they are 
doing to~day. \Vhen a rnan is not capable, 
or is not doing his work properly and effi­
ciently, my oflicers have the right to dis­
pense with that man's senices rmmediately. 
That is the only way in which cflicicncy can 
be achieved. In spite of what may have 
happened in the past, we are to-da:y get­
ting dficiency and lirst.class work. 

Mt·. vY. J. COPLEY (IJulimba) [9.52 p.m.]: 
Tn common with other hon. members I desim 
to express my satisfaction with the adminis­
tration of the Department of Public Works 
since the GoYernrnent assumed control and 
t.hc present Minister took charge of the 
department. Increased activities in that 
department were anticipated from the very 
rlay that the Labour Party was successful at 
t.lw polls, and the Premier, who ,]]ots t.he 
portfolios decided to alter the system adopted 
by the :Yloorc GoYcrnment of combining the 
portfolios of the Department of Public 
Tnstruction and the Department of Public 
\\'arks under one ministerial head. vVhen the 
late Premier cmnhinecl the two Ministerial 
po,itions it "as quite apparent that he had 
ddinitely made Ull his mind that there was 
nut to be a gcn~;ral policy of progress in 
the Department of Pnblic Works and that 
ho was not goi'ng to c.ontinuo thc polic:v. ~f 
the Labour Department in that office. but rt 
ts pleasing now to note that as a result of 
the judicious expenditure of public money 
firw useful huildinq-s are being constructed. 
and above all that \vork and wages are being 
prO\·ided b,v the department for a numbc·r 
of artisans and unskilled workers who other­
wise would be unemployed. 

T de,ire particularly to congratulate the 
Ministr'!" on the success of the burldmg 
rc,·i,·nl scheme. \Vhen that scheme was first 
inaugumtcd a sum of £100,000 was made 
v ·railablc in an end ea Your to accclerato 
e1nployment in the building indu~try, and 
I lwlirYe that the efforts of the Mnnster m 
that clirf'ction lraYe nu~t with a good deal of 
S\H'CP~3. 

Quite a nun1bcr of s1na1l contractor:;; and 
people ont of work have receiy,•d a con· 
,idcrable dcr;rc:• of employment that would 
not have hecn aYailab!c to them had the 
buildinv rcYiYal :<clwmc not been lannchecl. 

T }!aY(' 1:o dosirP to \York tlw pari~h pump. 
but 1 do \Yant to bring nnder the notice of 
the :VIinistcr the position at the Bulirnba 
State school. 

c\t 9.55 p.m., 
The CfL\IR1,IAl\: Under the prm·isions 

of the Se',sioua l Orders agreed to by the 
House on 29th AuRust and 3rd October, I 
.:;hall ncnv lea~:e the chair and make 111~· 
n'J10rt to lhe House. 

The House resumed. 

Tht' CI-L\IR:'IIAN reported progress .ancl 
a ,ked lt a Ye to sit again. 

Hcsmnption of Committee made an Order 
of thP Day for to·morrow. 

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m. 

Mr. W. J. Copley.] 




