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TUESDAY, 14 NOVEMBER, 1933.

Mr. Seeaxer (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:—

Annual Report of the Under Secretary,
Department of Labour and Industry,
upon the Operations and Proceedings
under ““ The Income (Unemployment
Relief) Tax Acts, 1930 to 1932’ for
the year 1932-33.

Annual Report of the Director of Labour
and Chief Inspector of Factories and
Shops for the year 1932-1933.

Annual Report on Operations under
“'The Unemployed Workers Insur-
ance Acts, 1922 to 1930, for the year
1932-1933.

SUPPLY

ResuMPTION OF COMMITTEE—INSTIMATES—THIR-
TEENTH AND FOURTEENTH ALLOTTED DAYS.

(Mr. Hanson, Burand=, in the chair.)
Esrrvates v Cuier, 1933-34.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

MISCELLANEQUS SERVICES.

Question stated—
“That £6,000 be granted for ‘¢ Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Stock—Miscel-
laneous Services.” ”’

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) {10.33 a.m.|:
I want to have a final word on the grants by
the Federal Government for the development
of wheatgrowing in the State last year.
After a consultation hetween the Federal and
State Governments two amounts were
granted. The -wheatgrowers clearly under-
stood how the amounts were to be allocated,
but the amount granted to necessitous
growers was afferwards varied and a portion
was taken from their grant and included in
the other grant, That was a real injustice.
If an amount given for the development of
agriculture is to be of any assistance, it is
ab‘olutolf' necessary that we keep faith with
the people concerned, A certain sum was set
aside for a specified purpese and the people
concerned had every right to expect it to be
expended for that purpose, no matter how
inconvenient it might afterwards be found

My. Deacon.]
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for the Government to apply it
pose.

to that pur-
They have a right to expect that any
promise made, irrespective of the difficulties
—financial or otherwise—should be kept.

do not exactly know why the distribution of
the amount was varied, but it certainly was
varied. These people feel that they have
been unjustly treated. How can we expect to
have agricultural development if the farmers
concerned cannot rely on the promises and
the statoments made to them by the Govern-
ment? I do not sec how the Government can
““dodge ”’ their responsibilities. They should
pay something of that amount of £2,000 to
those growers who were deprived of that

sum. It may be the Minister can give us
more information. Certainly he has not been
very definite. It is understandable that

owing to financial pressure he could not get
the money from the Treasury—mnor could he
get any more from the Federal Government
that he had to chouse between breaking
c¢ne promise and breaking another. The fact
remains that the people who neceded assist-
ance most are the people who have heen the
most badly treated. 1 hope that more regard
will be paid to the encouragement of agri-
culture. I hope the Minister will table the
papers dealing with the matter.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilla)
{10.39 a.m.]: I would ask the Secretary for
Agriculture whether the whole of the grant
to the agricultural societies has been dis-
continued altogether?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Nothing
has been provided in the Estimates for two
years.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : That is a mis-
take. Agricultural societics should have a
certain amount of help. We look to the
Department of Agriculture to endeavour to
do as much as possible for such societies.
They are a sort of shop window, displaring
what is produced in the different parts of
the State, and unless assistance is given them
in some ways Queensland will not receive the
advertisement to which it is entitled. Every-
onc will admit that the Royal National
Agricultural and Industrial Association of
Qucensland is a very great institution and
attracts to Brisbane people from all over
Australia, as well as from overseas. At this
society’s exhibition these people ave able to
see during the course of a few days what
Qucens]zmd is capable of producing, and thus
avoid inconvenicnce and the expenditure of
fime and money in travelling round the
State. The agricultural societics in the
country are looked upon as feeders to the
Royal National Association, inasmuch as
the prize winners at the diffcvent centres
usually forward their exhibits to Brisbane.
It 1s thus that visitors to the Brisbane
Exhibition are able to see what is grown
or produced in all parts of the State. If the
Minister does mnot intend to assist these
agricultural societies, perhaps a great num-
ber of them will have to cease, inasmuch
as ab the present time they are carrying on
under great difficulties owing to the {inancial
dO])lOSthH The annual displays of the
agricultural socicties are also a means by
which pcople meet old acquaintances and
discuss their problems and thereby impart
knowledge one to the other—all of which
tends to the improvement of live stock and
agriculture. I am sure the Minister will
admit that the agricultural societies through-
out the State should be encouraged. He must
also admit that enormous injury will be done

[Mr. Deacon.
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to this State if the societics arc allowed fo
become defunct.  They offer a wonderfnl]
inducement to agriculturists and others to
exhibit high class produce in thelr local
shows. It would be false economy tc save a
foww hundred pounds by depriving the
societies of subsidics that arve of an inestim-
able benefit to them. I am satisfied that the
Brisbane Exhibiticn would practically die
out if it were not for the wonderful assistance
rendered to it by the individual socicties
throughout the State. The primary pro-
duc:rs would not be prepared to grow first-
class produce and stoek to exhibit at one
show alone. Hon. members must realise the
cnormous advantage that accrues to the city
and the State when local societies are
encouraged to act as feeders to what might
be termed the parent society in the city of

Brisbane. 1 do urge the Minister to give
serious consideration to the matter with a
view to reintroducing the subsidy systcm.

It will be appreciated by the people in the
country, and it will assist the department
considerably in stimulating agricultural pro-
duction.

Mr. EDWARDS (Yanango) [10.44 am.]:
1 should like to know whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to give special
assistance to the agriculturists in the produc-
tion of maize and in the conservation of
fodder during flush scasons so as to tide dis-
prossed settlers over periods of drought. At
the present time the State is enjoying good
seasons in both agricultural and grazing dis-
tricts, and it behoves us now to consider the
important question of fodder conservation
hefore the inevitable dry periods set in. No
good purpose can be served by merely talking
of fodder conservation during periods of
drought. Now 1is the time to be up and
doing, and I suggest to the Minister that a
special fund be created, to be distributed
probably through the Agricultural Bank, t
encourage the clients of the bank and others
to engage in the storage of maize and in
cther forms of fodder conservation. This
would enhance the value of the security given
to the Agricultural Bank, and the fodder
could be regarded as an insurance against
economic loss in periods of drought. I sug-
gest that the money should be made available
at an interest rate as low as 3 per cent, I
believe that this scheme should be inaugu-
rated on the farms. The Government would
be well advised to launch immediately a big
scheme of fodder storage and conscrvation.
1t is far better to embark upon such a scheme
during a bounteous season than wait until
the dry weather sets in; it is then too late
to take appropriate action in cither the agri-
cultural or grazing districts. Is it not better
to store all this fodder in anticipation of dry
periods rather than allow it to go to waste or
to sell it at a price unprofitable to the
grower? The maize marvket has presente”
considerable difficultics for some years pa
and it would appear that the difficulties
to-day arc even more acute. Two or three
vears ago damaged wheat from the Darling
Downs was placed on the market to the detri-
ment of the maize crop. The price of maize
declined and continued to decline over a
period of two rears. Iiven at the present
time, before the present record wheat crop
has been harvested, feed wheat is being sold
on the Brisbanc market at 2s. 9d. a bushel.,
It is taking the place of maize as feed for
animals.  This illastrates one of the prob-
lems facing the maizegrowers. Admittedly
maize and lucerne are the kings of fodders.
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Thercfore, something should be done to
enable the Agricultural Bank to assist
farmers financially to make provision for
fodder conservation. I hope the Minister
will take cognisance of these remarks, because
ihe conservation of fodder will enable stock-
owners to tide themselves over bad seasons
and conserve the assets of the State for the
following good seasons.

The remarks made by the hon. member for
Murilla relative to the return of subsidies
to agricultural societics were very timely
]u\uv consideration should be given to the
societie bec ause the people in control work
voluntarily for the purpose of assisting their
districts and the State. 1 could give many
illustrations of how agricultural shows in my
district—and my remarks would probably
apply throughout Queensland—have been the
means of attracting some of the very best
settlers {from the Northern Rivers district of
New South Wales and other agricultural
centres throughout Australia. These settlers,
after having “visited the shows at ngaroy
and W ondal have returned to their homes,
realised on their assets, and taken up their
abode in the district. They are always a
good type of settler,

The fertilization of our pastures is a
subject closely allied to wealth production.
I know that the Minister is very keen on
this subject, but it is very difficult to know
just what to do in some d1~tr10t>, because of
the long dry spells experienced.

Experiments should be conducted as to
what grasses will give quick response after
being treated with fertilizers. We have
only “to look at what fertilization has meant
in other States to realise what its value
might be to Qucensland. Clover in the
Mount Barker district, when trecated with
fertilizer, has necessitated the use of the
mower for harvesting purposes. Fertilizers
for pastures are Lalued free of freight in
some Southern States. That is a concession
that has not yet been given in Queensland.

These are matters vitally concerning agri-
cultural development in this State.

Mr. BARNES (Warwick) [10.53 a.m.]:
Great anxiety exists among the wheat-
growers at the present time. The Premier,
who has just returned from the Premiers’
Conference, may be able to indicate what
is likely to happen in respect of this year’s
wheat crop in Australia, particularly in
Queensland. 1 may be :'nuulm amongst
hon. members in my views on this question,
but I believe that every effort should be
made to fix a price for wheat for home
consumption. An all-Australian move may
be advisable in order to deal effectively with
the marketing of the Australian wheat crop
and the obtammg of a fair and reasonable
price. The department has shown consider-,
‘ble efficiency 1n wheat matters in the past,
nd the hon. gentlovndn who is the
ninisterial head of that department has
shown great tact and exhibited great ability
in the dischavge of his é‘\])OnHlblth\ I
hope, therefore, that the department will
retain some influence in whatever move may
be made, because there is a possibility thab
something may be done apari from any
influence of the Government. I sincerely
hope that the Government will retain that
influence to the fullest extent.

Many other factors operate to the disad-
vantage of the industry. For example,
weather conditions are not helpful. Thus,
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the utmost consideration will have to be
exercised to ensure that the best interests
of the man on the land are safeguarded.
Generally  speaking, the feeling in the
country 1s against a sales tax on flour, and
whilst it may be argued that there is very
little difference in effect between a sales
tax ou flour and a fixed price for wheat,
we do know that a_ sales tax on flour is
unpopular and is condemned by most people.
I do not know what the Premier has in
mind in this matter, but I feel sure that he
realises the necessity of comserving Queens-
land’s interests In every possible way.

Mr. C. TAYLOR (Windsor) [10.57 a.m.]:
Supplementing the vemarks of the hon.
member for Nanango and other hon.
members in regard to the difficulties con-
fronting wheat and maizegrowers, I would
cmphasise that storage difficulties are greater
in Queensland than in any other State of
the Commonwealth, The open stack of wheat
or maize does not do very well in Queens-
land, where the depredations of the weevil
reduce the value of wheat or maize when
it is stacked for any length of time. It
appears to me that the department might
with advantage take concerted action o see
how the difficulty could be overcome. As I
mentioned last weck, large supplies of
wheat are entering Queensland from New
South Wales and commanding a price 8d.
or 9d. per bushel higher than the price
obtained for Quecnsland-grown wheat com-
ing on to the Brisbanc market, simply
because therc has been deterioration in the
quality of Queensland wheat through its
being kept in open stacks. It is time that
we tackled these matters, especially when
we remember the difficulties that are being
cncountered by wheat and maizegrowers.
As the Minister knows, maize silos have
been in existence at Atherton for some years.
Some mistakes may have been made in the
initiation of these silos, which were the first
of their kind in Australia. The maize crop
at Atherton is larger this year than last
vear, and usually the major portion of the
crop 1s sent to the Southern markets, very
little of it coming to Brisbane at all

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Much of
it goes South for glucose.

Mr. C. TAYLOR: Yes; and if it were
not for the maize silos thc}"e would be very
little export trade in maize. The deteriora-
tion of maize which can take place in a
short space of time in big silos would
destroy its value altogether, and we would
lose that market for th 1080 people who, to a
certain extent, grow maize successfully in
North Queensland, They now supply prac-
tically the whole of North Quecensland. A
large quantity goes overland through Wallan-
garra to Now South Wales when 111(‘ market
is available. As the hon. member for
Nanango pointed out, maize is one of the
finest cereal crops that can be grown, The
grain has uses other than the fm\dmg of
('dttlﬁ and stock; maize heing excellent stock
food in its green stage. Anything the depart-
ment can do to improve the conditions in the
industry should be dore, and no time is more
favourable than the present for a forward
move. I am not a belicver in large silos
capable of storing 20,000 bags of maize or
wheat, such as those erected m Victoria and
New South Wales. T think that smaller
silos are better, because if anything happens
to the wheat stored in-one of the Iar ge silos
the whole of it may need reconditioning.

Mr. C. Taylor.]
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whereas a loss of 4,000 or 5,000 bags in a
small silo 1s not so 1mp01tant The diffi-
culties in Victoria or South Australia are
nothing compared with those we have to
contend with in Queensland. I hope the
Minister will do what he can in this
direction.

I do not altogether agree with the hon.
member for Nanango about storage on the
farm being the best storage.

Mr. EDWARDS :
control.

Mr. C. TAYLOR : I think that it should
all be machine-dressed before it goes into the
silo, as there would then be a good oppor-
tunity of its coming out in prime marketable
condition.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN :
kiln-dried.

Mr. C. TAYLOR: If that is a nccessity
it will have to be done, but if it can be done
without kiln-drying it Would be a better pro-

It keeps away Government

It will have to he

position. I trust that the Minister will sce
if something can be done.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilla)
[11.4 am.]: We Lknow how differently
Qucensland is situated compared with the
cther  wheat- growing States of Australia,

Queensland is expecting this year to produce
more than is necessary for its own require-
ments, and I hope that will prove to be S0.
We sce such headlines in the press as
“Wheat Crop Assured,”” but anyone who
knows anything about Wheatgxo“mo smiles
when he ‘sces them. Everyone except the
reporters, or whoever else is responsible for
those headlines, knows that the wheat crop
is not ascured until it is d(‘tually i the bags.
When it is taken to the railway station and
delivered, then the farmer gets paid for it.
Until the farmer delivers tho w heat to the
Wheat Board he does not know what his
return will be, and that unccriainty applies
morce to Qn(\z\n\land than to other States in
Australia, because we are more subject to
storms duunfr the harvesting period than
the other Sta\‘ex The wheatgrower is just
as_entitled to protection as any other
primary producer, What is going to happen
throughout Australia is that one primary
mdustlv after another will gct local pro-
tection in order te produce at a profit,
but there can he no control of the
market for any surplus for shipment over-
seas.  What we have done in regard to both
Federal and State control is to establish the
practice—wise or otherwise—of fixing the
price for local consumption, =o that the
people in Australia have to pay much more
for a commodi than the poo,ﬂo overseas
who consume our exportable surplus of that
commodity, That applies to several primary
incdustries, and the system will continue until
it applies to every nary producing indus-
try in connection with which we have an
exportable surplus,

”

—

Any a

stance to the wheatgrowers by
the Fed Government, whethor it be by
a flour tax, sales tax, or any other tax,
simiply means a tax upon ﬂom and upon
bran and pollard, the by-products of \\h(‘dt
Call it what you like, it is purely and simply

a tax upon the consumer. Tho Moore Go-
vernment  introduced  a  messure  in an
cndeavour to assist the local Whezugrmvors‘
but they did not call it ““ a tax upon flour.’

It was, however, a tax upon flour. Nobody
can deny that. The people in Queensland

Lilr. C. Taylor.
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were called upon to pay more for their flour
owing to the fact that that agreement had
been entered into between the millers, the
wheatgrowers, and the Qucensland Govern-
ment. In the following year the succceding
Government adopted the same method, with
slight altemt10n~1t still was a tax upon
flonr.

Mr. G. C. TavLor: It
bread of the people.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It may be
called that; T am not particular what the
hon. member calls 1t. It is not merely a tax
upon bread, it is a tax upon flour and a tax
upon bran and pollard, the two latter commo-
dities being necessary in the feeding of live
stock and pomtlv It is a tax, and it is no
use the Minister saying, \\ ha\e not got

is a tax on the

a flour tax in Queensland.” We have a tax
upon flour in Queensland, and we have had
it ever since the Moore Administration

brought about that agreement between the
millers and the wheatgrowers. 1 am one of
those who consider that we have a duty to
help the growers of wheat. The wheat
industry is just as descerving of assistance
as is any other indus in Queensland. VIV
motto is going to be,  Help our industries.”

When any industry needs assistance it Ix
cntitled to get it. In my opinion only
two fodders can be pwmablv stored so as
to assist graziers in times of drought. The
principal one is maize; after 1t, comes
lucerne. Properly stored in bags or sacks,
lucerne can bs kept for an dlDtht indefinite
period without damage, and the same can
be sald of maize—as has been demonstrated
at Atherton. But the same remarks do not
apply to the storage of wheat. In Queens-
Jand, owing to its climatic conditions, wheat
cannot be stored with the same degree of
safety as in Vietoria and the other Southern
States. In this respect I can speak from
experience, because when in Victoria T stored
wheat in an ordinary grain shed for three
years, and at the end of that time it came
out of storage better than when it weni in.
The older wheat is, the better it is for mak-

ing flour. After three yecars I took the
wheat from storage without loss in weight
or form, and the difference in price was

sufficient to pay for insurance and the rental
of the shed for the period of the storage.
However, in Quecnsland one cannot keep
wheat for three or four months. It is quite
a different proposition here.

Mr. G. C. Tavror: You could store it for
three years in Southern Queensland ?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: No, vwou
cannot. I kunow what I am speaking about,
because I have had the experience of wheat-
growing m Victoria, I got out of the wheat
industry in that State because 1 fourd that
it was not profitable. In Queensland, unfor-

tunately, you cannot store wheas for any
length of time, owing to the climatic con
ditions. I was <uprsed to read that, at .

deputation to the Minister for
Mr. Binns, manager of the Wheat Board,
stated that he had discovered that wheat
could be stored versy much better in dumps
in the open than in closed sheds. Tt kept
longer and was frecr from weevils than if 3t
had been storesl in closed sheds. In the
method adopted of storing it in dumps, the
wheat is protected from mice by a wall of
galvanised iron up to a certain height and a
wocden floor. One would naturally expecet
that a closed shed would afford greater pro-
tection te the wheat, but according to My,

Transporm
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Binns, the “dump’” method is the more
effective. I agree with the hon. member for

Nanango that the fodder must be conserved
on the farms, and that the Government
should assist the farmers by advancing the
necessary funds for the purpose. A farmer
cannot confinue to store maize or lucerne
without financial assistance from the Govern-
ment, and if a scheme is to be launched I
suggest that financial assistance be extended
to every farmer who is prepared to engage
in this work.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed

him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. PLUNKETT (4lbert) [11.13 am.}: I
did not have an opportunity to discuss the
other Estimates of this department. I notice
that the appropriation under this vote is to
be increased this year, and I have mno objec-
tion to that, T am satisfied that this State
can be developed only by an extensive pro-
gramme of primary production, and I have
no objection to the inecreased appropriation,
especiaily if it is to be applied to the
scientific end of primary production. The
land is available, and, although the rainfall
may not be sufficient in certain areas, pro-
vision can be made in other ways for the
development of such industries, The primary
producer should be assisted in every way.
Particularly do I stress the fact that the
interest rate charged by the Agricultural
Bank should be reduced. It is altogether
too high for the primary producer who wishes
to embark upon extensive primary produc-
tion. Interest rates are declining everywhere,
and I suggest to the Minister that he give
serious consideration to a reduction in the
rate charged by the Agricultural Bank. That
may not be possible at the present fime, but
a low interest rate to the agriculturist should
be made available as soon as possible,

I have often wondered whether a more
efficient scheme than that established at St.
Lucia could be carried cut. 1 would point
out to the Minister that there are very many
well-equipped and efficient farms throughout
the State where young men could obtain
very valuable agricultural knowledge. I sug-
gest to the Minister that he give very serious
consideration to the placing of the boys on
such farms.

The SrcrRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: We are
doing it.

Mr. PLUNKETT : Tt is not being done to
the extent that it should be done;

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: We are
doing it to the fullest extent to which boys
are available.

My, PLUNKETT : T understand that the
cost of equipping a boy with the necessary
knowledge at St. Lucia 1s £20. That may be
all right, but I should think that the boys

ould be better employed on up-to-date farms

wgaged in that branch of primary produc-

on which appeals to them. Any number

wheat farmers are conducting their opera-
.10ns on economic lines,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
‘member will not be in order in discussing
the operations at St. Lucia on this vote.
That matter can be discussed on the Trust
and Special Funds.

Mr. PLUNKETT : T was suggesting to the
Minister that the boys could obtain a better
%knowledge of agricultural production on
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well-equipped farms than they could obtain
at any Government institution. Of course,
I am not suggesting that the boys should be
sent cub to every farmer, but it would be in
their interests, in the interests of the Go-
vernment, and in the interests of the State if
they were allowed to absorb the efficienst
agricultural knowledge which many farmers
would be only too glad to impart to them.
There are many ramifications of agricultural
production that must be tloroughly under-
stood, and this knowledge is available only
on well-equipped farms; it certainly cannot
be obtained at any Government institution.
I make that suggestion in all seriousness. I
am not saying that the principles of the St.
Lucia farm hoys’ training scheme is wrong.
The Minister in establishing that scheme
certainly made an effort to assist boys to go
on the land, but a wider sphere is open to
the Government in that direction which
should be availed of.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is
being exploited.

Mr, PLUNKETT: The Minister should
expedite giving effect to that side of the
question. The rains which have fallen in
Queensland, as well as in the other States
of Australia, will mean increased production.
Conssquently, lower prices will probably pre-
vail for primary products. The wheat-
growers are in  a very serious posibion,
while the outlook for the dairying industry
is not the brightest. Lower prices will cause
producers to effect economies in production.
That economy can be effected only by greater
efficiency in the method of production. When
there is an abundant supply of primary
products only the best command a ready
sale. The adoption of more efficient methods
in production will offset any possible fall

in prices. That is very necessary in those
industries which have an exportable sur-
plus. In order to capture overseas markets

we must produce the very best at the
cheapest possible price. Increased appro-
priation in the vote for this department
will make available more scientific know-
ledge to assist in economical production and
manufacture. The adoption of my sugges-
tion would lead to more practical results
than the methods which are now being
pursued.

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [11.2]1 a.m.]: A state-
ment made in the “Courier-Mail 7 on Satur-
day morning contained the forecast that
tobacco-growing in the Mareeba district was
doomad. That is a very serious statement,
and is one with which I cannot agree, especi-
ally after the experimental work which has
been done in the district, and the opinion
expressed by experts on the spot. The state-
ment can have only one effect, that is, the
complete stoppage of ecredit to tobacco-
growers in the Mareeba district. This is a
primary industry which is yet in its infancy,
and is experiencing its difficulties. The
credit of many tobacco-growers has already
been stopped. The Government are supply-
ing rations to fifteen growers in the Marecha
district.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
than that.

Mr. KENNY: Many others have lodged
applications for rations, and this statement
will further restrict credit. A number of
growers and others interested in the industry
are waiting to see what action the Govern-
ment intend taking. The Minister should

My, Kenny.]
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make a definite statement of Government
policy, because such a statement is neces-
sary in the interests of the tobacco industry
and the development of agriculture gener-
ally in North Queensland. He should defi-
nitely state that his Government will make
advances available through the Agricultural
Rank to enable the industry to carry on.
If no such pronouncement is made, no
development will occur in that tobacco area.
Men will walk off their blocks. It is a
calamity that publicity should have been
given to this statement before the report
of the inguiry into the industry by the
Federal Government was published. How-
ever, the damage is done, and the men con-
cerned are facing a very serious position.
The banks are closing on the various busi-
ness houses and calling up their overdrafts.
The business houses, in turn, are calling up
their accounts with the tobacco-growers, a
number of whom are in a position of having
neither food nor fertilizer to enable them to
plant the coming season’s crop. The whole
industry is **in the air.)’ It is useless to
put the blame on the Federal Government.
Such tactics may have succeeded for a time,
but the time has arrived for prompt action
by the Government to pull the industry out
of the mire. The onus is on the Minister
to make a definite statement of Government
policy, telling these men that they can apply
to the Agricultural Bank and obtain finan-
© pial assistance. Mere rations are of no use,
because rafions will not put in the next
year’s crop. 1 have no wish to prolong the
debate, but I urge that the Minister make
a statement. I trust that the Government
will have the necessary finance made avail-
able so that the Mareeba district can be
proved above all reproach. That action is
necessary in the interests not only of the
tobacco-growers there but also of North
Queensland and of the State in general,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. ¥. W. Bulecck, Barcoo) [11.25 a.m.]:
The hon. member for Cunningham raised a
question concerning the distribution of the
Feoderal wheat bounty on the Chief Office
vote and again this morning. Unfortunately,
the hon. member was not present when 1
replied to him, in response to his request.
As 1 told the hon. member by way of inter-
jection, he knows a good deal better than
to believe the statemeunts that he has made,
and to suggest that there has been a breach
of faith in any direction is quite unwarranted
and unfair. 1 offered the fullest possible
explanation to the hon. member when the
Chief Office vote was being discussed and
I refer the hon. member to that explana-
tion. It is significant that at the opening
of the proceedings this morning the hon.
member asked me to table the papers in
connection with the distribution of the wheat
bounty. The purpose for which papers are
tabled is to give knowledge and information,
and no hon. member asks for that unless he
desires to fortify himself with knowledge.
The request of the hon. member that these
papers be tabled, therefore, is a tacit admis,
sion that he does not know the circum-
stances surrounding the distribution of the
wheat bounty; but, having asked for the
tabling of these papers. the hon. member

gets up in this Chamber and makes an
ttack on my disiribution of the fund—a
unigque and unfortunate position for the

hon. member, because first by his demand for
certain action the hon. member infers that
he knows nothing, and then by his speech

[Mr., Kenny,
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generally suggests that he knows every-
thing there is to be known. I can assure
the hon. member that the papers will be
made available. I can also assure him that
everything was done in consonance with the
agreement entered into between the Com-
monwealth Government and the State
Government; and for the hon. member to
suggest that the most necessitous wheat-
growers were deprived of £2,000 is not in
accordance with facts. An anpalysis of the
whole position will show that it was
impossible to draw a clear line of demar-
cation between those people who were
destitute and those who were necessitous,
and consequently there had to be some
encroachment from side to side. If we were
to analyse the figures we would find that
those people who were necessitous received
quite a considerable volume of payments
under the major vote and not the minor
vote. Flowever, a perusal of the papers
will disclose that position to the hon.
member, and I feel sure that even he will
be abundantly clear that he was quite wrong
and was incorrectly informed when be made
a statement suggesting breaches of faith
and lack of desire to discharge our financial
obligations. 1 reiterate that our financial
obligations were discharged in an honour-
able and straightforward way.

Hon. members opposite have raised an
important question in connection with the
subsidisation of agricultural societies, T
frankly confess that I am very regretful that
I have not been able to make any pro-
vision for the subsidisation of these societies.
The maximum amount that was ever pro-
vided for the purpose was during the time
that the present Premier was Secretary for
Agriculture, when £2600 was set down in
the Estimates. The late Government pro-
vided £1,500 for the purpose. I am not
offering those figures in any critical sense.
I realise, as we all realise, that it was neces-
sary that every avenue of expenditure
should be carefully watched and that where
possible cconomy should be effected. The
late Government—legitimately, 1 think—
effected economy by reducing that vote from
£2.600 to £1,500, and I do not think it was
with any reflection on the work being done
by agricultural societies and show committees.
Tremendous deficits occurred over those
years and every Minister was required to
go over his Hstimates with, as it wers, a
fine-toothed comb to find where savings
could be effected. We are again faced with
difficulty. Obviously I could not afford to
sacrifice any of the general services of my
department. With all due respect to the
very fine work being done by agricultural
societies, I felt we could not handicap cr
impede any of our more or less permanent
work for the purposs of making contribu-
tions to these socicties. The position is
that £1,500 is a very small amount to set
aside for the whole of the work of agricy
tural societies. If that small amount we
distributed throughout the whole of t
State the amount to which each society wou
be entitled would be so small that it woulw
not permit of any effective work being
done. That is the only reason why I cut oud
the vote. I assure hon. members that when
the position Improves financially I will give
serious consideration to the restoration of
this vote on the Hstimates.
~Hon. members have discussed the preserva-
tion of fodder and grain in Queensland, The
hon. member for Windsor and the hon.



Supply.

member for Nanango, who have some knos
ledge of thiz question, suggested that the
S should embark on a policy of grain

conservation, more particularly in relation to
111 1Ze.

Hen. members opposite have told me
on and out of scason that we must not
interfere with the farmer—that any inter-
ference by the department iz not warranted.
No one can cavil at a consisient statemoent
of that naturc from hon. members opposite.
But they ask thiz morning what we propose
to do in providing facilities for the storage
of maize! Y might point out that the pv]x'\
of my department and the Goverument is to

acyuiesce, so far as is legisiati and
sdministratively possible. in the desives of
the people concerned. The conservation of

mai e implies the formation of a pool. I
annot conceive that any saccessful State-
wide mat (ml«(\)vﬁio.: scheme could be
inaugurated without the formation of a pool.
In the o‘th the maizegrowers have main-
tained a pool for a number of ycars, and
the excellent organisation functioning there
is deserving of all credit; the maize pool
of North Ou"onjland is onc of the outstand-
ing examples of what can be done by pooling.
But ’r'\c Malzegrowers
besu asked on many ocea
favour of pooling, have c\p)osqod
theiv disapproval, If they are not in favour
of pooling, nmther legislatively nor adminis-
tratively would I ask them to embark on a
pooling scheme. I helieve that pools must
be the creation of the farmers themselves.
IY they arc not the creation of the farmers
themselves and the State were to create a
pool it would be charged—and justifiably so—

if they were 1n

with interfering with the work of the
farmevs.  Consequently, the first necessity
for the conservation of maize is that the

farmers themselves agree to a pooling scheme,
and until such time as they so approve, I
cannot see much possibility of the conserva-
tion of maize on a large scale. The argn-
monts advanead hr bon. mewmbers opposite in
sunpoii of th.s proposal are, however, emin-
One cannot argue against the
for the conservation of such
but, after all, it is a matter

ke en tion of tm industry. If the
stry j nllmf to pool then we can extend
the  Sonthern maizegrowers  faciliri

sirpilay to those which hm‘e been extended
to the Northern people, who have created a
big organisation and built commeodious silos
and drying plants. The question is one for
the dec 0'1 of the industry, and when ihe
industry desires to pool its commodity it will
be scen that the Department of Agriculture
and the Treasurer will not be found wanting.

AMr. C. Tavror: We have the wheat pool.
he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURI:
Y< Again that gets down to the funda-

mental point—the wheat pool is created v
tl netion and derire of the wheatgrowers
111 it as the maize pool of North Queensland
1= the creation of the growers concerned.
When the people in the other arcas desire to
ereate similav organisations, we will give
them all possible financial and other facxl.tms.

We come now to the question of fertiliza-
ticn of grasscs, which I regard as a matter
of cuts *mdmw importance. Only this morn-
ing we have bad details of the very material

pansion of grass o\porlmt‘ntﬂtmn through-
o‘z‘( th ate. When we consider that at least
70 per cent. of the total fodder required to
produee milk, hutter. and cheese is devived
from it will be scen how valuable

{14 NOVEMBER.]

Supply. 1409

The question of the
cide and far-
‘(h“ question of
~y uml fevt Tizers
ily

may be made.
]1/{;11011 of grass is onp of 5
m)d

v
for
aching importance,
rlxo cconomie utility of g

is a matter that has nover been satisfacrol
determined. We know that grasses con he
grown magnilics by the applicotion of
certain fertibizers rs have indicated that—
but the cconomic prineiple involved is another
matter. In other words. does it pay to fer-
tilize low-grade land? Those are g fons
that are vet to be an yod, and I holm they
will be answered in the affirmative,

The hon. member for Warwick has riised
the question of the future position of the
wheatgrowers of the State, In amswer to

Wim T would state that at the prescut rime
the Commony ca.th Governnrent and the Go-
vernitents of the diffrvent States are in
consuitation on this n but as ver no
definite plan has cmerged and it would be
premature for me to make any sratewsent.
T can, however, assure the hon. gerilrsan
that negotiations as between the States and

Ttoy,

the Commonwealth Government ave in pro-
: 1t would appear, however, thai the
“ommonweslth Gove ml.)um arc having con-

s \l{l’l Lle diftieunlty nto effec their

first proposul.

in putting

vised is the one b ht

mombm for Cook. who
ion of the future of the
: the Marceba district.
It iz true that a report, apparcntly, has been
Jssued and it beenr iuferred by our pre
t that report suggests that fobacco grow-
ing in the Mareeba district is doomed. 1
have not et got a copy of the said v port.

The firal question ra
forward by the hon.

BMr. Kexxy: Same of the papors must have
obtained a copy.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
So far as § can understand, what has actually
happened is that certain sections of the report
have been quoted in the Federval Parhiament,
So far as [ know, the report has not yet been
submitted to that Laviiawment.

My, Gonr Monrgix : Did you m
statement to the effect that the report
tained certain thing

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL
No. T have not
cussad the whole matrer svith Mu.
when he was here, and he did not m
the matter. T think that what has happened
is that an inference hus been drawn from
that report, which I feel will not be found
to be justified when we have an oppor-
tunity of reading it. T spent a long time
with Mr. Towns ox.d, and he did nor i any
way cause me to believe that there was any
suggestion that the tobaccs industry in the
Marceba district was doomed from the cul-
waral point of view. Nat: ally, the depart-
ment is more int:irested from that pec of
view than about the ceonomic position.
There may he some suggestion—and [ sub-
scribe to that suggesticn—that the attitude
of the Cou‘.nmn\wmlth Governmenrr 15 not
conducive fo the prospirty of the industry.
So far as the cultural side of the indust
oncerned, my own knowledge and experie
of the Mareeba district induce me to i
that the suggesrions made by the new ~1
that the Maveeba avea is docunied wi
bared on the report, hut, perhaps, on
information inspired from some other
It has been demionstratoad that tehacco
be grown in the Marecha distrviet v

Ion., F. W. Bulcock.]
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et scen the report. I dis

Townsend
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SOUree,
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Hently, and any person who says other-
wise is cbviously speaking without kiowledge
of the facts.

The hon. geustluman has raised another
question, but since it 111\0'\05 the Agricul-
tural Bank I am unable to discuss it on this
vote. I, at least, have to cbey the Standing
Ovders. The hon. member will have an
opportunity on another occaston of discusing
that phase of the matter. The whole ques-
tion of tchacco fl’ldllLC in th(, Worth 1s a very
involved on Ivery tOb,lL(O organiisation
in Queensland is asking for financial assist-

ance from ote or another source. IHverybody
‘associated  with tobacco realises the very
grave difficultics that confront us. The hon.
member suggested that I should make a

statemment in  this Chamber that tobacco-
growers were eligible to apply to the Agricul-
tural Bank for assistance. 1 am not aware
that tobacm growers have cv.r been debarred
from applying to th: Agricultural Bank for
tance. Any person engLLgod in the grow-
ing of tobacco can make application to the
Agricultural Bank. The late Government
laid down certain conditions—i.e., he had to
have £300, he had to erect a bam, he had
to comply with certain other conditions
}mf(ilo he was capable of applying to the
ban

Mr. Kexvy: You made that regulation.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The previous Government issued that regula-
tion, which made 1t necessary for the grower
to fulfil cortain conditions before he was
capable of applymg to the Agricultural Bank.
The position that has arisen is that these
people have exhausted their capital, and they
are now asking tho Agricultural Bauk to
finance them in order to produce another
crop. No individual has c¢ver been Lurnod
down by the Agricultural Banl if the socurity
prescribed was available.  Let us examine
this question as to the sccurity that is
prescitbed.  The  Agricultural Bank  Act
has been amended from time to time, but
whoever may be Secretary for Agriculture
and charged with the administration of the
‘\gllCd]tulal Bank, is bound to comply
with the provisions of the Act. In comj )lwng
with the requirements of the Aect I can give
only what assistance can be given comnien-
surate with the security offered. Parliament
itself has demanded that. I am aware of
the very great difficulties that surround the
tobacco industrv. T anxiously await the
Federal report to see how the matter stands.
I can assure hon. nwmbou that any appli-
cation for assistance from a tobacco-g ower—
like any anplication from any other prnmn
preducer—is considered entir cly on its merits.
If security is offcred, then the advance is
made,

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [11.44 am.]: T very
much regret that the Minister has not seen
fit to make a definite statement of policy
in the interests of the tobacco-growers, In
this dmmbcr only four days ago I read this
report, “}nh appeared in the “ Courier-
Mail 10th November—

"lfnless the Commonwealth Govern-
mant was prepared to do more for the
tobacco-growing industry than the mak-
ing of the recent glant ‘the industry was
doomed, said the Minister for Agricul-
ture (Mr. F. W. Bulcook) yesterday.

‘ The Minister who was speaking in
the Legislative Assembly, remarked that
owing to the past unfavourable season

{Hon. F. W. Bulcock.
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the settlers on all the tobacco-growing
arcas in Queensland were in financial
difficulties. The handicaps that already
had been placed on the industry by the
Federal Govcrnment had accontuated
their position.’

The Minister stated that unless some further
action was taken by the Federal Government
the tobacco Industry was doomed, and this
statement prompted the press to "delve fur-
ther into the report to the Federal Govern-
ment. The statement by thre Minister has
absolutely crippled the credit of the indus-
try, but the Minister makes no attempt to
endeavour to counteract the adverse effect of
his own statement. He stated this morning
that he was receiving requests from all over
the tobacco areas. That is quite true. The
report by his department sets out that a
good crop of tobacco could not be expected
because of adverse seasonal conditions. The
fault is not with the land or the locality
or the growers. The growers have spent the
whole of their capital, and are now up
against a stonc wall,  The growers have
applicd to the Agricultural Bank for assist-
ance, but this has been refused simply
because the Government have taken the stand
that the Marceba district has not yet been
proved to be a tobacco-growing district. If
{ had sufficient time I could quote to the
Minister letters that I have recceived from
iy constituents who have been refused
assistance by the Agricultural Bank, although
they had offered arnple security in the way
of barns, kilns, and other improvements.

No. 27 of the summary of Labour’s policy
sets out—
¢ Financial assistance for the activities
required to establish the tobacco indus-
try on a sound basis and the initiation of
an orderly marketing schevne under the
co-operative principle.”

Not only have the Government refused to
take action during the past twelve months,
but the Minister has also made a statement
which has crippled the credit of the indus-
try, and he shuffled on the question this
morning by saying that he would be out
of order if he attempted to make a state-
ment on the subject. T know, Mr. Hanson,
that you take such a great interest in the
affairs of your countrr that you would be
only too pleased to allow the Minister to
deviate a little from the strict rules of
debate to make an official statement of
Government policy so as to rehabilitate the
credit of the industry. The Minister stated
that the industry was doomed unless some-
thing further was done. Ie has attempted
to place the onus on the Federal Govern-
ment, but the onus of assisting the industry
is on the State Government. In this Cham-
ber a few days ago I stated that the Govern-
ment had done nothing to establish the
tobacco industry in the North, that it had
been cstablished by the business community
in the Mareeba district. The business people

were prepared to expend their capital in
the development of this industry, but the
credit of the industry has been seriously

stah'alti both inside
in an attack upon
The onus Is on

damaged by Labour's
and ouiside the Chamber,
the ILyons Government.
the State Government to rehabilitate the
industry. No tariff in the world would
enable unpalatable tobacco to be sold. The
report by the department refers to the
adverse scasonal conditions. The onus is
on the Government of making financial assist-
ance available to the tobacco- growers, and
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thereby retaining the industry in North
Quoomland The Covernment have delayed
in making a definitec statement of pohcv
and have refused to make financial assist-
ance available. The onus is on the present
Government of seeing that the industry does
not collapse.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [11.48 am.]:
It was very kind of the Minister to tell me
that I was absolutely wrong in my conten-
tion concerning th: Commonwealth grant
for relief of wheatgrowers. I do not want
to be told I am wrong. What I wani him
to do is to show me where I am wrong. He
has not yet glvon me a definite answer. 1

vead a letter in this Committee trom the
Hon. J. G. Latham, for the Prime Minister,
to the Chairman of the Nangwee Local

Producers’” Association, in which he stated
that two separate amounts were definitely
aliotted to two different classes of wheat-
growers. The Minister gave this Chamber
very definite information which showed that
necessitous wheatgrowers were paid £1,900
short of the glant while the other growers,
who got a good wheat crop and were in a
better position than the necessitous growers,
got £1,900 more than the amount allotted
to thern. T want to know why that grant
was not distributed equally, as far as
possible, between the two classes of wheat-
growers.

You are

There were two sections.

Mr. DEACON: Exactly, but those iwo
sections were to be treated equally as far
as possible. The grower who did not harvest
any wheat crop was at least entitled to equal
treatment with the grower who did. The
position is that the man who did get a crop
is in a better position. Some of them got a
full erop and were able to sell it at the
market price; yet they got much more of the
grant than the grower who did not get any
crop at all.

The SECRETARY FOR
ther doing all

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
not right there.

\ ~Acriovrrure:  Were
right without the bounty ?

Mr. DEACON: They were. They were
domg much better than the grower who got
nothing.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTULTURE : The Com-
monwealth Government specificd how this
grant was to be distributed.

Mr. DEACON : There was a consultation
Lbetween the two Governments, who deter-
mined the different sums to be divided
between the two classes of growers.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: If vou
progeed on those lines you will get yourself
in a hopeless difficulty.

Mr. DEACON: The papers show that
Mr. Latham mentioned two amounts which
were to be distributed between the two
classes of growers, yet the State Government
paid one class £1,900 short and the other
class £1,900 more than they were entitled
to.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
vob so.

Mr. DEACON: It is. I asked the Minis-
ter a question on the subject, and he gave
me the exact amount paid. That is not
justice. The Minister has not yet given me
an  answer to show why the discrepancy
occurred, aud has not told this Committee
the reason why it was done. Later on we

That 1s
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wmay find out, but as it is the Minister should
make it clear.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You have
been told twice already in this Committee.

Mr. DEACON: I want the hon, gentle-
man to make the explanation to this Com-
mittee why it was done. The growers will
then know where they are.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [11.53 am.]:
have no wheatgrowers in my area, but I
happen to be acquainted with pcople whe
have been penalised by the short-payment

of nearly £2,000.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: There
was no short payment.

Mr. RUSSELL: The Minister was ques-

tioned by the hon. member for Cunpingham
and his ly shows that instcad of one
receiving £25,000, they re-
received nearly £27,000. That means that
growers of the other class, who had no crops,
or very little, were short paid to the extent
of £2,000. That was a blunder either by
the Government or the Wheat Board. It is
only a falr thing and an act of common
justice to necessitous growers for the Go-
vernment to say why that was done. The
grower who was fortunate enough to have a
crop equalling 33 bushels to the acre and
received 3s. a bushel for his wheat, in addi-
tion to the bounty of 3d. a bushel, received
an amount equal to 8s. 3d. per acre. He
had a good crop and received a good price.
But the man who only had 4 bushels to the
acre received 2s. 2d. an acre. The neces-
gitous growers have made out a good case
and if the Government have short-paid them,
I suggest the Government make good thab
short payment. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment carried out their part of the contract
by making the money available and stipu-
lating the directions in which the money
should be distributed. Correspondence took
place between the Queensland Government
and the Commonwealth Government in
regard to a suggested modification by the
GQueenszland Government. Although it was not
illegal, still it was a departure from the
true spirit of the agreement arrived at be-
tween the two Governments. The Common-
wealth Solicitor-General, whose advice was
taken on the matter, had to admit that the
Queensland Government had acted 10g‘111y
although they were morally wrong in hav-
ing over-paid one section of growers. As I
interjected, those men who received a good
price for their wheat were not entitied to this
extra payment. From inquiries I have made
I think the hon. member for Cunningham is
quite justified in pressing this question. The
hon. member wants to know why the Quecns-
land Government short-paid ths necessitous
growers up to £2,000. If the Government
made a nustake, why do they not admit it?
If the Wheat Board has blundered, should
not the Quecensland Government insist on the
blunder being rectified? 1 think those men
who had no crop at all were entitled to
much more liberal payment than they re-
ceivedd, and it appears to me that the men
with good crops were overpaid. That is the
gist of the matter. T hope the Minister will
see that that injustice is rectified.

Mr. BARNES (Warwick) [11.57 a.m.}:
The hon. member for Cunningham and the
bon. member for IHamilton have not unduly

of thi: matter.
endorse the wisdom of

Mr. Bornes.)

emphasised the importance
and I thoroughly
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the  sugge:tion that the short payment
should be made good. Perhaps mcre than

any other, my own district suffered intensely
from hail damage and other crop failures
last vear. A seeming diserimination in the
distribution of the wheat bounty has caused
extremne  annovance and, indeed, disgust
amongst many farmers, It is true that in
many instances farmers scarcely entitled to
it received payments that were not extended
to others who thoroughly deserved the
fullest cons idmahon Speaking from frst-
hand knowledge, 1 suggest that it would
be a rlghteom thing 1f the amount over-
paid in one dirvection was made a Treasury
matrer, and that cven at this late hour the
growers who failed to receive consideration
should get some payment from the Govern-
ment. It may be an infinitesimal amount,
but the Government would be showing good
faith 1f they did the correct thing in this
matter.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE

(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [11.59 a.m.]:
The hon, member for Cunningham, sup-
ported by the hon. member for Hamilton

and the hon. member for Warwick, has
again raised this question. I think the hon.
member for Cunningham struck the keynote
when he said he did not want to be told——

Mr. Descon: I said I didn’t want to be
told I was wrong; I wanted to be shown
where I was wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has been shown where he
wai wrong half a dozen times. One satis-
factory point emerges from this debate:
I am pleased to have the assurance of the
kon. member for Cunningham, who repre-
sents such an Important \Vh?d[ growing area,
that 3s, 3d. per bushel is a fair economic
price for wheat.

Mr. Descox: I didn’t say that.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
‘The hon. member for IMamilton suggested
that we were greasing the fat pig.

Mr. Russenn: Of course you are.

'lho SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
‘"The hon. member for (,unnmgham said that
these people did not require it.

Mr., Deacon: Not as much as the others.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
Now the hon. member is going to qualify
his statement. I am glad to have the assur-
ance of the hon. member that 3s. 3d. per
bushel i= a fair economic price for wheat.

My, Goprrey Moraax: You have nct that
assurance.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTU RE
I do rnot admit that any injustice is associated
with the distribution of this money. It
became nccessary to evolvo a formula for
distribution under the Federal Act, which
is specific in regard to two requirements;
first. that something should be paid in
respect of transport and marketing costs—
and to some extent that must be estimated
—and sccondly, that something should be
pald to necessitous growers. The Act pro-
vides very definitely That the growers should
atered for from both those angles. It
iovzly  became necessarr to cwvolve a
fermula It was evolvesd in consultation
with the Wheat Board. From the returns
we had in hand at that time, it appcared
that a certain sum of money would be
required in one direction and a certain
sum in another dircction, but the wheat-

[Hr.

Barnes.
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growers apparcnitly were not in a position
to furnish us with satisfactory returns. For
illustration, in the case of the distribution of
the bounty a man claimed that he harvested
40 acres of wheat for the Wheat Board, but
he also claimed in respeet of 60 acres so far
as the distribution to necessitous farmers
was concerned. Innumerable instances arose
like that. It was necessary thercfore that
there must be a variation; and the Com-
monwealth  Government agreed to  the
formula which we submitted. The figures
we  submitted  were incidental  to  that
fermula. We discovered very quickly in our
administration that there were border-line
cases—cases where individuals could not be
regarded as distinetly necessitous growors,
nor as prosperous wheatgrowers, and they
peurticipated in both grants. Those are the
points hon. members opposite should rcalise
—that_those people were on the horder line,
pdltlmpatmn in the first amount in IE“«I)(‘Ct
of the wheat supplicd to the Wheat Board
and also in the money which was allocated
to necsssitous  growers.  The basis used
rested on the formula that was agreed to by
the Commonwealth Government. There was
no alternative method by which it could
be done. It is all very well to say definitely
that certain figures should be allotted in
esch direction. The figures submitted were
terntative and there was no po ility of
adhering to them when the border line cases
d(vclopod, which had to receive some con-
sideration.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham) [12.3 p.m.]:
The Minister has emphasised the border
line cases, but he docs not explain why he

took £2,000 from a sum which 1t was agreed
to give to the necessitous growers and over-
paid the others to the extent of £1,900.

The SECREFARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You
overlcok the fact that these were tentative
figures submitted to the conference.

Mr. DEACON: They were tont;ti\e
figures, but the hon. gentleman canrot deny
the fact that the two classes of growers were
paid very differently.

The SECRETARY TOR AgricuLruRrE: They
were paid in accordance with the Tederal
Act.

Mr. DEACON: Those men who had the
least wheat got the least bonus from the
Government. They did not get paid the
amount which the Federal Government
agreed to give them. Let the Minister show
us whs £1 900 was taken away from that
class of grower and given to the others.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I told
vou three times. If you cannot unders tand,
that is your own fault.

Mr., DEACON: The Minister says that
they gave £2,000 more than the Federal
(Government allotted to that class of grower.
from the allotted to

They took away sum
certain growers £2,000 to make up that
amount of money. That was wrong.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It was

absolutely in accordance with the agreement
—with the Federal Act.

Mr. DEACON: No one can say it is right
when one class of grower is only given a
fraction of the grant and the other iz given
the full I<(\dudl bonus. There is no excuse
frn it. The Minister has not given the

cason for it.

The SECRETARY FOR ACGRICULTITRE: I have.
Lut unfortunately you cannot comprehend it.
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Mr. DEACON: The Minister says he has
given the reason, but let him ask the growers
coucerned.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTTRE: The
people who inspired you wanted 24s. per
acre and you are putting up a case for
them.

Mr. DEACON: They wanted scmething
like equity and they did not get anything
like equi .

The SecrRrrarY FOR  AGRICULTURE: They
were treated well

Mr. DEACON: Equal treatment should

be given.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: It was
given in accordonce with the Commonwealth
Act.

My, DEACON: How can the Minister say
cqual treatment was given, when he knows
if was not?

Mr. G. C. Tavior interjected.

Mr. DEACON: How can the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera say that when he does
not  know? The hon. member krows
nothing about wheat. In one case a grower
lost everything, and got nothing from his
land for his labour and the e‘cpendxtuw of
his money. e gets a fraction; the other
man gets the full bonus on every bushel. The

grower was not responsible for the vagaries
of the weason. In one part of the Darling
Dowus the growers were oxperiencing a

drought. which was not felt by the growers
in other parts. Taking all these things into
consideration, I consider that the grant
should have been distributed as far as pos-
sible on a principle of equality. Xor his
action in this matter alone the Minister is
condemrned by all the farmers. All the
farmers consider that they have not received
fair treatuient, and I hope that for his own
sake the Minister will state the reason which
he coutends justified him in inaking the
alteration which he did.

Item (Miscellancous Services) agreed to

DepartoiENT OF PUsnic INSTRUCTION.
CHIEF OFFICE.

The SE(JRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION (Hou. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
f12 8 pm.}: I movo—

*“That £28,532 be granted for ¢ Depart-

ment  of  Public Instruction—Chief
Office.”

The vote shows an increase of £1.202, of
which £1.035 is due to salaries. The increase
in the salary vote is attributable primarily
to the restoration of antomatic increases to a
number of junior officers as from 1st October
or due date, and to the granting of basic
wage 1ncreases during the financial year.

A BARNES  (Warwick) [12.10 p.m.]:
The fifty-scventh  report of the depart-
mernit 18 certainly up to the mark, and com-

pares favourably with any previous report
that has been submitted to the Committee.
It is my pleasure to congratulate the depart-
ment upon its (’ontmamo success in educa-
tional matters in Queonaland When one
considers the short term of its life, this
achievement is simply wonderful. During
the earliev years of the war, when it was
quite impossible to compare the educational
adva ntwgms of Quecensland with those of
places like America, the representative of
that country at that time located in London
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drew attention with all the carnestness of
which he was capable to America’s educa-
tional disadvantages. . In the short space

of half a century, or even lesy, we in Queen:-
land reached the stage where ‘the adv antages
held out to cur voung people ave in advance
of those of any other nation in the world.
Tt has been vepeatedly said that the greatest
business is the making of men. When we
take into account all the circumstances that
surround it, and the responsibilities it
involves, we realise that nothing quite com-
pares with the training of the child. Vear
after year the dcpmtmeﬂt is ever ready to
accept new ideas for the advancement of our

children wuntil they almost reach to man-
hood.
One weakness of our educational system

appears to be the fact that too much reliance
is placed upon the Government in providing
employment, but I am glad to know that
very intense interest is being taken in the
opening of attractive avenucs of employment
in other directions. The characteristics of
our youths are being carefully studied. They
are being assisted in a choice of occupations.

I notice that the net enrolment in the
primary schools for 1832 was 139,601, a
decrease of 2,370 when compared with the
net enrolment of the preceding year. I do
not know how to account for the decreased
enrolment unless it he that the families of
to-day are smaller than the families of the
days gone by. The gross enrolment has been
very good

The officers charged with the administra-
tion of cducational facilities are heart and
soul in their work. No finger of scorn can
be pointed at them, and no doubt can arise
in our minds as to the wisdom of the plans
that are now being followed. It is pleasing
to note that the school and home project
clubs are achieving a really wonderful pur-

pose. These fmuus will indicate the marvel-
fous interest that has been shown in the
project club movément—

| o I

i ‘ No. of I Total

JE— | Schools. | Tl Member-

‘[ i Clubs. i ship.

1 !
1927 .. R 53 T+ 516
1929 .. L 139 255 1,602
1932 | 203 ; 338 i 3,110
I know that considerable interest is taken

in the schocl and home project clubs in my
own district. This is worth while work, and
this is the right time to undertake it. It
aids materially in creating a Jove for the
land and in ascertaining the bent of the
pupil. That kind of work is going to bear
very fine fruit in the future. The depart-
ment is to be congratulated on the way in
which many teachers are devoting them-
selves to rural education.

Attention is being given to our grasslands,
which iz a matter of paramount importance.
Various grasses are being sown in experi-
mental plots by the youngsters in our
schocls. The reference made to this matter
in the report is very interesting. On page
g the following appears:—

“In a r.cent publication—‘The Grass-
lands of Australia and Some of Their
Problems —the Ceuncil for Reientific and
Industrial Research draws attention to
the major problems connected with

3r. Barnes.]
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Queensland grass lands. The council and
many of those direetly dependent upon
the creation and maintenance of grass-
lands are interested in the economic
aspocts of their problems and in the
economic results of attempts at solution.
The need for an efficient pmsture legume
is mentioned, the necessity for the selec-
tion of a method of rcrovation of pas-
palum pastures is referred to, and the
need for the selection and use of winter-
growing grasses is stressed.

“ While scientists, breeders, graziers,
and dairymen are volcing their interest
in and desire for material improvement
in grasslands, it is more than interesting
to note what Quecnsland schools engaged
in home project work have done since
the beginning of 1931. Project clubs
have been interested in the same prob-
lems as arc referred to by the Council
for Scientific and Industrial Rescarch,
and have selected them as 1)10]00&
because of the involved opportunities for

observation,  experiment, comparison,
recording, deduction, initiative and

activity generally afforded by them.”

At 12.20 pan.,

Mr. Grepsox (Ipswich), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
i the chair.

Mr. BARN The only disturbing fea-
ture in that connection is that encouragement
should be gnon to experiments with pas-
palum. Paspalum is not in any way suited
to the Daviing Downs. It has been tried at
considerabls expense.  Just when it is most
uscful 1t 1s scarcely more or less than rushes,
and once it becomes established it is most
difficult to eradicate. Many other grasses
would give much better results.

A matter of very great interest to my dis-
triet i+ the success attending cducational mat-
tevs in Warwick.  The secondary education
being imparted at the high ~chool s achiev-
ing “onaelful results,  The opm“on cannot
be controverted that in Warwick we have
one of the show schools of the State. It is
a credit to the department and to those who
officer it. My meed of praise is due to all,
from the principal to the caretaker. The
desks and [ittings of the present high school
were in the ougnnl school. They scarcely
have a mark on them to-day. 'That fact
reflects the care, attention, and pride taken
in the c¢atablishment up to the present time.
The <chool is most modern in its appoint-
ments. I defy a member of the Committee
to tread on the ground or enter the school
without realising that he is within the pre-
cincts of an mtabh\hmcnt worthy of his
notice.  The whole atmoesphere appears to
exercise an influence on the visitor, as it
dees on the life of the children. That is
only what one cxpects of a hivh school of
importance to exere ise on the life of our
community. We all know what its results
have been. Many men occupying important
positions in every \\dlk of life are the pro-
duct of the Warwick scheool, and the remark-
able a(]m\\omcnla of the short life of that
uwntu.xon bespeak a  thoroughly efficient
tesching \Unr*o and administration. The
report  of  the Distriet  Inspector, Mr.
Moorhouse, mentions this interesting fact:—
'k State
opened by the Minister for

Instruction in October last, has
modern convenience in the wav of

“The new wing of the War
High School,
Public
cvery

[ir. Barnes.
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Lighting, ventilation, sanitation. and
teaching appliances, and is a notable

addition to the educational facilities of
Warwick.”

I may say that the enrolment at the Warwick
State ITigh School is 126, the number pre-
sent  at inspection 122, and the average
attendance for the month prior to inspec-
tion 113,

I must also commmend the work of the inter-
mediate school, which is fulfilling in all
respects its fine purpose. No one who visits
Warwick should neglect to visit the educa-
tional establishments there. I view with
pride the progress that has been made in
educational facilities in Warwick in a com-
paratively short period. T also appreciate
the readiness with which the Departiment of
Public Instruction has met new requirements.
My heartiest congratulations are due to all
officers of the department, from the Direc-
tor of Kducation downwards, on the signal
success  which has attended their efforts
during another year of the life of this
important department.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR .
pam.}: In offering my congratulations to
this depariment I r.aliso that there is cvi-
dence this year of the further establishment
of sccondary schools in the Greater Brisbane
area and also the increased development of
education in the country. At the present
time more than at any previous period in
the history of the world the school curricu-
lum contains greater promise for the scholar.
It can be safely said that Quecnsland is not
Jagging in the progress of education gcne-
rally. The technical side of primary school
cducation is one for which the department
can be given every credit. In home project
clubs, classes in large industrial centres where
boys elementary education in various
trudcs and other directions, the dopmtmgn‘o
is ondeavommg to provide the youth of
to-day with the knowledge that he will
require in futuve, because of the development
of machinery in the industrial life of the
country amongst other things.

(Enoggera) [12.28

Some people endeavour to say that educa-
tion is costing the taxpayer more than it

should, but one can easily refute any such
suggestion by a reference to the amount of

pm(lucfi\it\' in the field, factory, workshop.

and mine—productivity that would not be
achieved bhut for the skill and initiative of
the working classes, which skill and initiative
arc mainly the products of education along
the right lines. In that direction the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction in Queensland
1s_endecavouring to reach the highest point
of efficiency. \[amr people dalm that it 1is
necessary for a youth to receive a secondary

education in order to become one of the
wealth producers of the State. After all,

this a social question, and not merely a
question of a deparimental vote. 1 claim
that we cannot ccducate the youth of to-day
too muech. There has been evidence through-
out history of certain backward tendencies
in education. Such a tendency is evident
to-day in Germany, where there has pre-
\1ou%lv been advancement in education. It
is well known that the German system of
cducation was second to mone in the world
a few vears ago, but, paradoxically, the
people of that countlv have now put back
the clock. We do not want to have to take
into consideration any psychological effect
from such a happening—we shall not gain
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anything by stultifying the intellect of the
coming generation.

Mr. Moore: They will require more intel-
lect because they have got such a heavy
burden of debt upon them.

Mr, G, C. TAYLOR: T thought I would
get that interjection and draw from the
Opposition the statement that they believe
we can spend too much in education. It
appears that hon. members opposite also
would put back the clock if they could.
Lfvery Labour Government throughout
Australia believes in the education of
youth, and giving to our young people the
highest possible attainments that education
can offer. We realise that they are the
wealth producers of the country, and that
upon them the future of this great nation
of Australia depends.

I congratulate the department particularly
on the figures with regard to secondary
education, and also in connection with the
hewme project clubs. There is a unique case
in connection with that form of instruction in

my electorate. A son of a 'bus driver, who
only arrived here from England thres vears
ago, leading his class in a certain school

by virtue of the education received by him
through the home projeet club. That stands
to the credit of the department. I trust
the department will increase the facilities
for the education of the youth of the coun-
try, who will be the future wealth producers
of this great nation.

My, MAXWELL (Zoowong) [12.34 p.m.]:
This vote is onc which cannot in any pos-
sible way—as our friends opposite might
say—be discussed for the purpose of gaining
political kudos. We all realise that the very
should be given to the boys and girls
nation.

I desire to congratulate the officers of the
department on the work that has been done

for the szchools in my area. Necessary
improvements  have been made where
required. T desire to bring under the notice

of the Minister the question of providing a
teacher’s residence at Fig Tree Pocket, and
hope that it will be erected immediately.

It will be remembered that last session I
drew attention to the amount of money that
had been spent in connection with certain
high schools in the State. 1 am rather
sorry that the Minister has not continued
what I believe to be the proper means of
giving information to hon. members by
issuing a report on similar lines to one which
was issued In 1929--namely, a return of ail
schools in operation on the 30th June of the
vear, with the attendance of pupils, and the
status and emoluments of the teachers. Thas
is a very uscful report, and I would suggest
to the Minister the desirability of again
issulng such a return. At the present time
I have only one means at my disposal of
comparing certain statements made in con-
nection with the running of secondary and
other schools with which the department is
concerncd. (lertain exception was taken to
a statement which [ made in 1931-32 as to
the cosi of running these schools. In going
through the figurcs again I find that the
average cost per pupil 18 over £20. As I
said before, the very best should be forth-
coming for the educating of the young people
of this State. Fvery opportunity should be
given to bringing out the very best that is
i them. Notwithstanding this, however, I
consider that the Government are overstep-
ping their bounds and practically entering
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into competition with private enterprise—as
is exemplified in the case of the grammar
and denominational schools. For many

years I have held the viewpoint that the
Government’s duty is to look after primary
education. The Government should confine
their attention to primary, techmical, and

vocational education, and leave the graminar
schools and the denominational schools to
attend to the cultural forms of education.
Instead they are building unnccessary State
high schools, and are entering into competi-
tion with grammar schools. Allow me to
quote some figures In connection with certam
schools, which show that the existing gram-

mar schools can cater for all the pupils
offering—
Average
Attendance.
Toowoomba State High School .. 113
Toowoomba Grammar School .. .. 154
Avcrage
Attendance
per Teacher,
Rockhampton State High School 28-3

Rockhampton Boys’ Grammar 5<:lloof 175

Townsville State High School .. .. 87-9
Enrolment.
Townsville Grammar Schiool .. .. 141

I am not finding fault with the policy of
the Government in building secondary
schools in areas where there is no possibility
of the establishment of denominational
schools. Where grammar schools or denomi-
national schools are not in existence, then
it may be the function ¢f the Government
to provide some form of secondary educa-
tion, and the Government would be wise 10
confine their attention to these areas instead
of building schools which come into romi-
petition with private enterprise. Admittedly
it is necessary that children should be uble
to obtain the very best eduacation possible,
but competition by the Government with the
grammar schools and the denominational
schools will end in disaster to both the
Government and the institutions. )

It must be understood that I am not in
any way attempting to depreciate the work
that is being done. To my mind it is very
excellent. On the 5th instant the Director of
Education (Mr. B. J. McKenna), speaking
at the official opening of the annual fete of
the Shorneliffe State school, according  to
the report of the * Brisbane Sunday Mail,”
sald—

“He was a:tonished at the number
of public men, and even politicians, who
claimed that Queensland was far too ex-
travagant in its educational outlay.
Quecn=land, and cven Australia, was not
doing as much for education as other
countries.”

I am not prepared to sav that we are 1m
the infancy of our educational training, but
we certainly have not attained our educa-
tional maphood, although Australia is nobly
plaving her part in progressing towards

that end. Every educational facility that
can be provided for the children should

be provided. T realiss that many people
cannot afford to pay for a grammar school
education, but that difficulty can be over-
come. 1 do not believe in interfering with
the system as it exists to-day. I believe
that the system of subsidising scholarships
is all right. If the Government would stop
their State high schools and co-operate with
grammar schools and denominational schools
they would overcome the difficulty. T know

Mr. Maxwell.]
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that the department is faced w=ith a difficult
task, but I know that the money that 13

o\n“ndvd is money well spent.  The depart-
nent is xo\l)omlblo for bringing out the very
best that is in our coming gcmmmzm 1 do
not suggest that there should be any inter-
ference with the department, lmf the (to-
vernment should not enter into competition
with the grammar schools and denomina-
tional schools.

Mreo W, J. Correy: Your policy very
uearly elosed up the denominational schools.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not know what the
hon. member said, but he can vise and tell
his own story. Quecensland is doing her part
in providing the children with a proper
eduication. The Moore Government did their
part in providing education, and they did
it very welll  Dealing wirh the question of
subsidising  scholarships, 1 <hould like to
quote these figures to indicate the activities
of the Moore Government and the preseni
Government—

| |
Endow- |
ments to |
Grammer | Scholar-
Schiools. | ghips,

| |

1 |

> i ‘:

5 !

3

1 (esty .. | |47 850 52,650
The amount spent by the present Govern-
ment in the first two vears will be £36.641

less than the amount spent by the Moore
Government in their last two years of office!
That deals effeelively with the argument that
the Joore Government stavved the cduca-
tional vote. I was rvather pleased to read the
statement by the Dirvector of Iducation in
connection  with  the work of Technical
Colleges, in reply to a statement made at
the Fedevated Master Builders’ Conference.
The Dirvector of Education stated—

That 1,000

unemployed youths were
being  trained annually  in woodwork,
and then had the choiee of two other
subjects, such as sheet mictal working.
conerete w 011\ blacksmithing, and leather
working. The girls were taught domestic
science. . . . It would be seen  that

Queensiaund  was already carvving out
what  the master buildirs were pro-

posing.”
T would be cut of order in dealing with this
subject, but I should like to sec private
enterprise givenr an opportunity to teach
bors and girls a trade. 1 am a great believer
in feaching the ricing generation trades or
callings.
Mr. Forey: Do vou mean that the
ployers should be paid to do it?
Mr, MAXWELL
of the Jkind.

¢l

I do mot say aunything
\\h‘t I do say is that in order

to give eucouragoinent to the emplosm
of boys and girls we should Jift the hava

and restrictive conditions that to-day pre-
vent employers from cmployving them. That
would be better than the prrxon( tem, 1t
is tragic to realis> that with all our educa-
tion we arc no better off to-day than a few
years ago in the matter of p‘,:z(n.n our bors
girls in suaitable employment. In fact,
we are In a worze position, Hon. members
know the tervible position of parents in
attempting to find positions for their boys

[8r. Maxwell,
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and girls. Mawvy of them are
hood and womanhood
opportunitics they des
Minister has a  diflicult task in  adminis-
tering this department, and that his offic 1
are faced with a similar difficulty.

The Minister might tell this Committee
whether the state of the finances has forced
his department to adopt the present parsi-
monious poliey in regard to school papers.
From 1926 up to within a foew months ago
the scnool paper contained sixty-four pages.
1t is now half the size, and for it the chil-
dren natr pay 1d. a copy. This penny must
110 paid 1n advance. That is to say, the

hildven are now callod upon to pay th
uhou.)t for the school paper which 15 o0 be
in February unext. The Minister
give the Committes the reason why
thiz policy has been adopted. 1 hav: also
been informed that only those children who
pay their penny ave cntitled to receive the
paper.  This neither right nor fair, and
should be rectified.

Thi department 13 not one
itself to the practice of giving jobs to friends
and relatives. The examination system which
coverns the rvight of entry to the department
rigid, and polmral patronage, therefore,
is (thu. to pract henee the ettled
nature of the stafling.

I have no desive to throw a spanner iuts
the machinery, especially when 1 consider
the time through which we are pz.sing, but
notw tanding the mu that the iloore
Gevernment were blamed for starving this
deparinent, the truth is that in their Jazt two
woavs of office they spent £36,641 more than
the present Government have spent Inn their
first two years. That miay nced some explana-
tion; doubtless the Minister will be uble to
give it

g

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper. B mer)
[12.51 p.m.}: I propose to deal with one
aspect of the speech made by the hon, mem-
ber for Toow ramely, hix refe  to
the lower amount voted for scholarships and
sccondary education., Tf I understogd the
hon. member correctly, he attempted to
utake out that the present Govermment are
spending upon scholarships than the
Moore Government, and the inference to be
drawn from that is that the present Govern-
ment arve not giving as much attention to
scholarships as the Moore Government, It
might be just as well if I put the position
cleavlv so that even the hon. member for
Toowong might grazp the situation. 1 say
that mdxlwcdlv because the hon. member has
given an amount of study to this particular
matter.

Tn 1929 the Government gave a number of
scholarships, somewhere in the vicinicy of
2.000 or over. The Moore Government cut
down the number to 1,000 for one year, and
to 1,000 for the second year. Ion. members
will realise that scholarships are not m%b a
matter for one year; they are graut for
two years, and there may be an cxtension
for a period of two years. It will be appa-
rent, therefore, that 1f a penoc. of two vears
or four wvears provision is made for 1000
«cholarships, less the reductions—and the
reductions are thoze pupils who leave at the
end of two years ov betore the end of two
vears—Iif is neccéssary to provide a  lesser
amount of money to pay for thosze scholar-
ships. Had the Moore Government given the

attaining man-
without receiving the
‘ve. [ Imow that the

that lends
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by pre-
esent Govern-
1ona1

hips to ‘,O’)Q
nent of to-day have not
exponditu That is
1y less money s provided
to-day umn in previous
the other Laud the Moore Go-
ad to find the IOO"}\Ly for scholar-
by the previous Government,
iture by the Moore
cotion was greater

4 to-day. e
wve to carry on fewer continuation
ips by re of the fewer original
~cnom,a.1ma granted by the Moore (XOVJ“‘I-
Under the new policy instituted by
Government, which will have its full
gf*ect next year, the following year, and the
year aftm the Government will have to find
E amouut for scholarships becat
more mldﬁen will be continuing.

. Kexwy: What do you anticipate the
additional expenditure will be next year?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Approximately £10,000. and
in the following year £17,000 additional may
be reguired for scho‘azsmps. It is evident if
we go on  putting 2,000 children into
secondary schools each year we will have to
provldo for them, but if the number is cut
down to L,‘ 30 1 ovision will have to be
made as the s go on. We are in the
vosition to-day of having to find less money
for those children ﬁm@hmn their scholarships
than would have been the case if 2,000 or
mou Lumlaush*pa had been granted during
the Moore regime.

I dm not wish to come into the discussion
at this stage but I t zought it advisable to
1cplv nnm(‘matelv to the statement made by
the hon. member {or Toowong. The position

s

el

is quite ﬂxplalnauh The reduced appro-
priation is not due to any decrease in expen-
diture on secondary education by this Go-
vermmment, but is a necessary decrease in

expenditure because of the réduced number
of scholarships given by the Moore Govern-

ment,

Mr. Masxwen. Why didn’t you extend
thise scholarships ¢

The SECRETARY FOR PUHLIC IN-

STRUCTION : There are fewer scholarships
to be cxtended because fewer scholarships
were originally granted by the Moore Go-
vernment.
Mr., Kexxy:
number of
national sc
ment and

Have you any idea of the
holarships taken out at denomi-
ols during the Moore Govern-
1150 your own (overnment, say,
for the past four years?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I have not the information
at the moment, but I think it can be readily
obtained. At this stage I merely want to
emphasise that the reduced amount on
scholarships is not due to anything that
the present Government have done, but
entirely to the fact that the late Govern-
ment thought it advisable to wreduce the
number of scholarships to 1,000 instead of
giving the number granted by the previous
Government.

s8¢
cho
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The C

EL( IETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

{_).x, 1% hon. member for
ave made to the o
. We all know that
The officials
ihomhgyny acqua;m d with the
> in hand, and deal with all
1 a way that

1r3axN resumed the chair.

in the departa

of the community.

t}’\,i(‘jb with the remarks made by
member for Warwick to the effect
the aim of education for some
s to bo the obta g of Gove
That is due in a measure to the
remember, not very long ago,
t to the Department of Puhlic
i a question as to the
appoin%menp of a young

men mere would be no
in securing dppomunentz
That is not so many years ag

depariment wanted male Leachms
and were unabk to got them; but to- aay
the department can get many more than it
u‘clulrm The reason why there is such a
d Jor Govnm‘ncnt mm to-day is ths
ru\ jobs are OFGLH.g elsewhere.

believe that there are many people
o regard a Government job as the be-all
and end-all of life; but experience has shown,
and will continue to show, that the capable
men—the educated men—can really do much
better outside; and as this country develops
and greater cpportunity offers, many people

at
v
L

o‘

in the public service to-day will De ex-
tremely sorry that they did nobt enter some
other walk of Jife where the opportunities

are gr eater.

the hon.
matter

can assure
in the
vosaes  the
surlng  to
aspalum

member for Warwick
of the cultivation of
o project clubs are not endea-
Ve compel any i

pa which does not desire to do so.
They are -endeavouring to find out the
grasses that suit the various districts for
5 .
th

pr

a

2

Mer and it is very interesting to know
t this work has been done so well by the
ogecf clubs. We are justified in expending
considerable amount of money in the
fostering of the project clubs. I have bee
glafmud by the way in which the few I
have visited in the portions of the State
I have been in have been encouraged by
people who know the value of them. In
one district, for instance, the prizes have
been increased in value from twenty-five
to forty guineas, and the gentlemen who
have the ;giving of puzm of that descrip-
tion do not give them for the fun of 1,
but because they know they are foster-
ing something that is for the geod of the
country. At one of these project club
niee mgg I met an old gentleman who told
me that for thirty-seven years he had visited

the Royal Bociety Show at the Brisbane
Exhibition, He went to the show and
inspected the cattle, and, although he had

looked at cattle for thirty-seven years, he
knew less about them actually than his
grandehild, who had been attending a pro-
iect club for three years. The boy could
tell him the good points of the cattle, and
how to cull his herds in a way in which he
had not culled them before. He told me of
the great amount of good that is being

Hon, F. A. Cooper.]
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done in connoction with the dairying industry
in his district.

1 belicve the hon. member for Enoggera
is right regavding education. He looks at
the subject in the proper light, and realises
that education must have a definite objective.

The hon. member for Toowong raised the
question of the school residence at Fig Tree
Pocket. I can assure him that that matter
has not been overlooked.

The hon. member also raised the guestion
of the cnsts at secondary scheols. It is a
viry difficult matter, of course, to get out
a comparison of the cosis at the various
secondary schools, but one has to remember
that ‘“there are schools and schools,” and
that the different schools are run on different

lines. The hon. member was very concerned
with the State high schools coming into

competition with what he called * private
enterprise.”  Let me assure him that there
is very little in the way of private enter-
prise as regards secondary schools in Queens-
land. Grammar schools cannot be sald to
come under that heading. These schools
started at a time when there was very little
opportunity for sccondary education in the
State, and in their day they served a very
useful purpose. They were mainly boarding
schools, and took boys that came from all
parts of the colony, as it then was. To.day
there is not such a pressing need for boarding
schools as there was then, and consequently
much of the effectiveness of the grammar
schcol has gone. For that reason the hon.
member will notice this fact—that grammar
schools have not increased in number over
many years. I would not like to say when
the last grammar school was established,
but I think I would be right in stating that
it was about thirty years ago. In any case,
nobody would expect the State to be satis-
fied with the few grammar schools in Queens-

land as the main sccondary institutions.
Naturally, somebody had to provide the
necessary secondary education, and the
State provided it.

Mr. Tozer: We have the Christian

Brothers’ and Brisbane Boys® College.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: We still have those, but they
could not do all the work that had to be
done. There have been one or two private
schools, but they are not grammar schools
in the sense in which the hon. member
for Tcowong has used that term. Educa-
tion is not a thing that can stand still.
The method in vogue forty years ago cannot
satisfy us to-day. Fducation to-day is an
art much superior to that of fifty years ago,
and education at that time was very much
ahead of what it was one hundred years
ago. I venture to hope that in fifty years
time it will be much better than it is to-day;
we are in duty bound to do our job in help-
ing it forward. Fducation cannot afford to
stand still, because were it to stand still then
the State would stand still, and that would
be entirely to the detrimeni of the whole of
Queensland. Education is not designed solely
for the benefit of the individual, but really
for the henefit of the community—for the
benefit of the whole of the community. So
very many people belicve that the whole of
education is for their express benefit! That
is not so. It is mainly designed for the

beneflit of the comrmunity because, as is well
known, the higher the education of the com-

nity, the better the community will be.
Incidentally the individual benefits, but the

[FHon. F. A, Cooper.
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great ideal and objective of education is a
better community. Everything, therefore,
must be done in order to keep education in
Queensland abreast of the times.

Had the hon. member for Toowong made
the suggestion that I thought he was going
to make, then I am sure the Committee
would have agreed with him. If we have a
clashing of interests between grammar
schools and State high schools iz there not
o possibility of our ending the clash by
amalgamation? Surely there may be voom.
for that, and I would commend that sug-
gestion to the hon. member for thought in
bis quiet hours. I am sure he has gaite a
number of quiet hours. The amalgamation
of these institutions would perhaps help edu-
cation copsiderably, and have not yet
heard any good reason why such a fusion
should not be brought about. Of course, it
has been said, ‘° Wipe out the grammar
schools and you will lose everything that they
stand for—their history, their atmosphere,
their traditions.”” We can counter that argu-
ment surely by continuing to call them
“ grammar schools,” although “a rese by
any other name would smell as sweet,”’ and
the truth is that so long as we hold those
grammar schools and what is bound up in
them, then we are still helping Queensland
considerably. One of the functions of the
State high schools to-day is to build up tradi-
tion, and I believe they are building tradi-
tions that will stand out remarkably in the
days that are to come. After all, T do not
know which is the greater job—building up
tradition or maintaining it. In my opinion
the greater job is building tradition, and I
am satisfied that the high schools in Queens-
land are building traditions of which Queens
land will be proud.

The hon. member for Toowong also made
reference to the school paper. That is a
question that has given considerable con-
cern to the officers of the department for
some time. In the days that have gone it
was distributed free to the children of the
State; but Queensland was the only State
in which that was the practice. All the
other States charged the children for their
school papers. It must be borne in mind
that I am not saying that because other
States did it we should do it, but the depart.
ment found it necessary because of the
stringent circumstances finsnginlls *n discon-
tinue the school paper. The effect was felt
throughout the schools, and theire was a
demand for the reintroduction of the school
paper. There was a very decided demand
for its reintroduction. The only way in
which it could be done was by charging
for it, as is done in the other States. The
officers of the department believed that it
would be a success, but they did not think
it would be the success that it reaily is.
The demand has exceeded all expectations.
The paper is extremely popular. I find it
difficult to believe that in certain schools the
children cannot obtain the paper because
they are unable to pay for it. Thern are
school committees who arve sufficientls inter-
ested in the welfare of the children to see
that they are not deprived of it These
school committees are doing very fine work
in this direction, and I commend them fop
deing ib. It is not their job, but thev are so.

interested in  their schools that are
prepared to make the paper available to the
children. The school paper is a I3 help

to the school children, and anything that is
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a heip to the school children should be

encouraged by the department.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba) [2.14
pm.}: I understood that the Minister was
anxious te have his Hstimates passed by this
Chamber, and I was prepared to help him,
but evidently that is not so. Ilence, I pro-
pose to discuss the operations of this depart-
ment. For many years I have assumed that
the report by the dgpmtmeut was the report
of the Director of Tducation, but I find that

it is over the signature of Frank Arthur
Cooper, the becletuy for Public Instruec-
tion. Of course, I know that he is the

Vimnister ir chavge of the department, but
for vears I have rcad the report as being
the “epmt of the Dircctor of Education w rith-
out it ever occunmg, to me to look at the
signature, There is really no definite report
by the Dircetor himself, wunless it can be
said that he has been associated with the
compilation of the report over the signature
of the Minister. Knowing Mr. McKenna as
I do, I value his opinions on cdamtion, and
I would very much appreciate a report direct
from him. He attends various interstate
conferences and on his return certain reports
are given to the press. I expect to find
in a sort something of

document of this
value from an educational point of view,
but it contains nothing dirvect from the chief
officer of the department. e is an indi-
vidual who iz well able to make very
valuable comments upon the operations of
his department. I hope that in the future
we shall have a report from what I might
term the practical head of the department.
There is a considerable amount of value in
the report, but it is not the report of the
Director of Iiducation. I have rcad the
reports by the various school inspectors,
including the chief inspector, and I want to
pay a compliment to them for the very
clear and concize way in which they hm‘e
commented upor the work of the various
schools, It is only from these reports that
one is able to obtain an outline of what
is taking place in the various schools, and
I rcgard them as being very valuable. In
submitting their reports the inspectors have
considered first what is their duty ro the
department and have shown a considerable
amount of tact and 3udr'mont in commentbing
upon the worl in the various schools, paiti-
cularly the smaller schools. I quite reces-
nise that an inspecctor can malie things very
difficult for the teachers in the smauor
schools.  The inspectors point out that even
in onc-teacher schools the teachers are doing
their vers best in the intevests of the dcpart-
ment.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
concerns  the Queensland Teachers’ TUnion.
It is not very often that I compliment a
unien. I have said time and again that by
and large the unio appear to be always
out to benefit one class \n the same way as
the Government claim that they represent
cne class,

The PreEvMItrR: We have never

Mr. ROBERTS:

said that.

The hon, gentleman has

just rveturned from the South, and I have
no desire to get into holts with hlm on
this subject. 1 want to pay a unmp iment

to the Teachers’ Union. I rccognise that it
keeps a careful cye on the mterests of its
members, but time and again we have
evidence that there is something higher in
its motives. It iz out to do the best it can
for the department which its members serve.

[14 NOVEMBER.]
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The Darling Downs Teachers’ Association
incorporates the teachers in the very large
district of which Toowoomba is the centre,
I possess an agenda of one of the annual
conferences convened by this assoclation,
and suppmted br the depa rtment. 1 com-
mend not only the association for the sylla-
bus which appears in that agenda, but also
the DlIinister who made it possible for that
conference to bhe held at Toowoomba, The
Miunister was present and I also took the
opportunity to attend. I was considerably
mtmested in the various subjects discussed
and rcalise what they meant to the educa-
tion of our young. If every union realised
that activities could be undertaken that
would, be of benefit to the industry con-
cerned, and considerable help in broadening
the minds of its members, and assisting
them in the work they w called upon to
discharge, it would be doing invaluable
scrvice; and—mot that it matters much—
I would be rather inclined to encourage its
activitics more than I do to-day. The
Queensland  Teachers’ Union wishes  to
cnlalfr(, the knowledge of its members. The
members of the union who make a special
study of certain subjects communicate their
knowledge to those who have not had the
opportunity of zcquiring i, and they in
turn impart it to the children under them.
1 very much appreciate their efforts.

I do not intend to go into the question
cf secondary schools which was raised by
the hon. member for Enoggera other than
to say that we on this side of the Clommittec
are at all times prepared to vote such sums
of money as the State can reasonably afford
in the matter of education. As a matter
of fact. Labour Governments have merely
embarked on the broad ba of education
instituted yecars and years

ago., There are
times vhen Pdrnmnent cannot afford to
neke increases in votes, and the Minister

admits that no inercase can bhe made on
the present occasion. In that I agree with
him. Sccondary education is a very good
thing, but—and I have said it in this Cham-
her befere—there is such a thing as over-
nducation.  That may be a pe culiar way of
putting it. T vecognise that there is room
st the top of the Jadder for the educated
man and woman, but there is only room
there for a few. We have a very fine system
of education in this State, but I have scen
the diFﬁcuH\ of the State having educated
bovs and girls and then finding i “difficult to
get them back to the occupation or stations
]n life in which they were reared. That is
why I say that too much money can be spent
on secondary education.

Mr. MAXWELL (ZToowong) [2.22 pm.j: I
desire to draw the attention of the Minister
to page 22 of the report of the department,
where we are told that fifty-three schools
were cloved during the year. It is a very
serious matter, The Minister has given the
(Commitiee no reazon why the department
has been compe‘lel to clo:.e those schools.
The closure of a school is a serious matter
to those people who have settled in the
sparsely populated areas of the State.

I also de<ire to draw the attention of the
Minister to his statement in connection with
high schools and grammar schools. He
cannot sidestep the isswe. The position as
I see it is that where grammar schools and
other secondary schools are established and
are functioning there is no reason at all
why the Government should cstablish another

Mr. Mazwell.]
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secondary school and enter into competition
with them. The hon. gt ztleman says he is
prepared to consider a sch.oine of amalgama-
tion. That may be very unice, but why wait
until the high school is erected?  Whore
a State srhool is established a challenge is
practically thrown cut to grammarv or other
schoo’s in the arca who have not the people’s
money behind them. Grammar schools are
dependent upon subsidies from the Govern-
ment of the day. My poinl is not that we
should deteriorate  the cdugation of the
children—rather should we give them every
oppmtum*\ for acquiring cducation—but T
say, ‘Do not build State high scheols in
oppo:itiou to grammar and denomninational
scheols that in a palticuhn arca alc pre-
pared to carry out the work of se~ondary

cducation.”  The report of the various
inspectors  give the statisties  regarding
enrolmoent at the various sccondary schools

statis-

For

example, we find the following

|
| Enrol-
School ’ ment,
State High .. ! 105 ‘ 175
Bowen  Secondary ]')(fp;\.l‘f~ ! ]
ment o 24 12
Rodxhampton Hms Gram- ‘
mar Lol G2
ROLkhdmptml Girls” Gram ]
mar i

Rochhanmton mm Hl{l‘ll

Mount \imwan State High ..
St, Peter’
Of course, there is no grammar school in
Mount Morgan. Perhaps my use of the
words “ private cnterprise”’  was wrong.
I should have said was “ private
)7 but my point was that a body of
ladies  and gentlemen who had banded

togethcr to do the pionecring work of educat-
ing children were confronted with opposition
flOHl State high schools which had the

esources of the State behind them, and
(-ould blot the other school» out of 0\%1011”0
Before he attempts to build more Stat~ high
schoo!l Duildings the Minister xhc,uhl consider

that the buildi ings will have to be staffed
by teachers, which adds to the cost, and

that the cffect may be to displace grammar
school teachers or force them to accept lower
rates of pay.

The various inspectors give interesting
reports, and In common with other hon.
members, I congratulate tlre department on
the report of the chief inspector, which is a
very fine document.

The CITAIRMAN ; Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[2.29 p.m.]: In reply to the hon. member
for Toowong, I would point out that schools
are closed when the average attendance falls
below a certain number, the number to-day
being nine. When the sch‘ool attendance falls
below that number it is felt that the work
could be done equally well by correspond-
ence, and in auy event with greater saving

to the S&tate. The correspondence school
has 6,000 pupils, and I have heard no
word of complaint as to its work. As a

matter of fac
work, and In

[Mr. Mazwell.

, parents speak highly of the
juany instances the children
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who have had no other teaching than corres-
pondence teaching do very well in scholar-

ship examinations and later at secondary
schools, o that there is nething against

that kind of education.

In the matter of one-teacher schools
the attendance is small,
members to Lknow that the st of these
schools 1s between £189 and £20 per pupil,
whercas the total cost of education thlouﬂh<

where
it may interdst hon.

out QLlOleldﬂ(x is, approximately, £8 to £9
per pupil. The hon. member for Toowong
gquoted  remarks concerning cost of educa-

tion made by the Director of Kducation at
a school function. People had been drawing
attention to the fact that we were paying

too much for education, and the director
pointed out that the cost in Queen:land
was £9 per pupil, whercas in Kngland,

cly settled and

where population is more clos
the same edu-

possibly costs should be less,
cation cost £13 per pupil.
In the matter of the quality of education,
we can say that in the primary schools, at
any rate, we are giving an education equai
to that of any pall of the world. The
Commonvwealth Council for Scientific and Tn-
dustrial Rescarch, having investigated c¢
tain phases of education 1 Australia, states
that m arithmetic Quecensland stands above

the rest of the States, and we believe the
same thing will be said in the matter of

Isnglish, so that we have nothing to com-
plain of in Queensland az to the character
of our primary education. lthough it is
very obvious, it 1s mnec to state on
occasions that sceondary schools in Queens-
land depend upon the 1)1‘1111&1‘\ schools. They
get an  excellent “ kick-off V—if 1 might
use the term—from the very fine grounding
given by the primary schools of Queens-
land.  Our cducation right throughout 1Is
sound, because the foundation is pmncu!mlv
Oood.

The hon. member for East Toowoomba has
drawn attention to the fact that there 13
no report from the Direcior of Kducation.
If he goes through the whole of the reports
laid on the table of the House, he will find

that there are no report: made by the
Under Secretaries of any of the depart-
ments, and, of coursc, the Director of Hdu-

cation stands much in the same relation te
the Department of Publie Instruction as
nther Under Secretarics do to their respec-
tive departments; conscquently, there is no
report from the Director of Education.

Mr, RoserTs : That does not say we should
not have one.
The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION : That may be so,
thing the Director wants to say
included in the different reports.

The hon. member for EFast Toowoomba
also made refercnce to the work being done
by the teachers of the State ,»chools, to whom
I think he has paid a well-deserved com-

but every-
is naturally

pliment.  The energy displayed by the
teachers at the moetmos and coaferences h'l_d
by them in various parts of the State for ¢ their

lll]]’\lOVOHJOnt in the matter of teaching condi-
tions is well known. They do a wonderful

work, and devote an immense amount of time
to it, and the benefit to to‘ul*eu g(iwzallv
is very great indeed. Of all the people who
Jabour in the community, 1L may be sald
that no section does its work better thap
the teaching section. With the teacher 1t is
not a matter of “ Into school at half-pask
nine and out of it at halfpast three,” for
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@ that the great majority of teachers
give prectically the whole of their time to
their job, to the improvement of methods
getting Leiter resulis. all round improve-
nest.  Anvone who has followed the work
of the teachers will know that they are
indecd deveted to thelr work, and it is a very
fiie thing that it is so. That is due to the
fine grounding they are receiving and
have rveceived in the past. It is not so
much the cauze but the effect of a cause that
has gone before, and while that is so we
need bave no fear of the future of cduca-
tional work in Queensland.  While the
Y("L"'le are  entrusted with the education
of the childeen, 1 believe they have their
moral welfare at heart just as much, and we
have in the teachers of (uecnsland a very
fine body of people intent on getting tho
very best results, not from a selii-h point of
view, but eutirely with the idea of helping
Queensltand to develop.

Mr. BARNES (Warwick) [2.33 pm.]: 1
would like to know what special motive the
department had in connection with the re-

T bl

duction of the amount for State Technical
Colleges  and  Vocational Centres from
£25,073 to £18,895. There is also in tha

lust vote of the Estimates for this depart-
ment an amount of £6,358 for the State
Commercial High Scheol and Cellege, Evi-
dently, there is inct idea in the
rinds of the officers of the department, sce-
ing they have separated this from the general

(’harrre There must be a reason for doing
rhut.
The SeCRETARY rOR P UBLIC INSTRUCTION :

It is due to the fact that we have separated
the State Commercial High School from tho
Central Technical College.

Mr. TOZER (Gympie) [2.34 p.m.]: No one
any other part of the world, and the depart
ment of Public Instruction. Our educational
systemn corapares favourably with that in
any other part of the world, and the depart-
ment is doing its duty to the State and to
the children. The only question which could
crop up would be purely one of finance—
for instance, whether it is good policy at
the present time to spend the money we are
spending on scoondary education.  Certainly
we could not touch primary education at
all, because it is absolutely necessary, but
where thom is provision for sccondary edu-

cation by the Christtan Brothers and other
denominational schools, it 35 a qu(‘stlon of
policy whether it is advisable if we have

not sufficient funds to spend so much money

on ondary education—that is, of course,
if wo have not sufficient funds. I understand
the co:t per head is higher for sccondary

That is natural
must be of a higher
most cases are paid a
addition, the number of
pupils attending secondary schools is not
in the same proportion as in primary
schoels.  Assuming that seccondary schools
are relying to a certain ex ent on the sub-
sidics which are paid in connection with
scholarzhips, then the question is: Which
is the better poliecy? Of course, the depart-
ment has to consider that. Ts it advisable
to izcrease the number of high schools whilo
we have the denominational schools in exist-
enca?  The Minister has said that no addi-
tional grammer schools have been estab-
lished in vecent yvears. Certainly there would
not he any additional grammar schools when
the State was building high schools it

education than for primary
because the teachers
standard, and 1n
higher rate. 1In

[14 NovEMBER.]

Suprly. 1421

towns, or districts.  Nobody
wouid think of rting a granunar school in
such places 1401 ance, at Uympis we
have an excepticna ]\ good high school and
a Christian llomu school, and nobody
would (‘on\ der  comtencing  a grammar
school at thut centre to carry cut th. same
duties.

The SeECpLTARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCIION :
Are you sugg. Tix‘” tire closure of the high
school ut Gymipie and the cstablishment “of

various cities

@ gramuniar school?
TOZER : We may be able to amalga-

mate the grammar :chool with the high
school, but 1 do noet think we shall ever
amalgamate the Christian Brothers’ schools

with the high scheols.

The SECRETARY FOR
I did not sugweit that.

Mr. TOZER : The hon.
suggest it, but it is
tion that made me
the question of the
certain  schools

PeprLic INSTRUCTION :

gentlenian did nol
the want of the sugges-
think of it. There is
teaching of religion in
which I do not think he
could overcome. Although he might amalga-
mate the grammar schools with the kigh
schools, he vxoul(l not get over the difficulty
of religion at all, because he would still
have the denominational schools. 'The latter
are doing good work and relieve the Govern-
ment of a certain amount of expenditure.
Such schools do not call upon the Govern-
ment to meet the whole of the expenditure
as is the case of the State secondary schools,
and (’onsequeptlv it would be a saving for
the Government to continuc them at a time
when funds are tight. Thb Government has
been able to obtain a certain amount of
loan money, but it mu<b not be forgotten
that that is borrowed money and is not
comiing out of the revenue of the State. That
money is being added to the accumulated
public debt of Queensland and is carrving
interest which, with the principal, will have
to be paid at some other time or other.
These are all matters which have to be
taken into consideration.

With regard to the home project clubs
I notice that 1931 was the peak year
for home project clubs. There was a certaln
amount of falling-off in 1032, and of course
we have not the report for 1833. I hope
that the peak yecar will not coutinue to be

1931, hut that the clubs will go ahead, and
that the membership will be increased. These
club: are doing exceptionally good work

in the country districts. In many cases they
are really tcaching the children more that
is beneficial to them—after they have had the:
preliminary foundation of primary education
—than even their book learning. The success
of these clubs depends a good deal on the
teacher and on the parents. If you have a
teacher and parents working together. then
vour club will be a success and good work
will be done, but where you have, as in
certain Dlacm teachers who do not take any
particular interes t in the project clubs, then
of course vou do not hw\n that success
one lcoks for. In some districts, also, the
pavents act as a deterrent to their suceess.
T trust that the clubs will go ahoad and thal
the membership will be increased materially.

There is no doubt that the corvespondence
schools arc doing good worh—-ﬂus cannot
be gainsaid—but a good deal depends upon
whether the parents of these children have
themselves had the neceessary amount of edu-
cation to enable them to help. Tf they are
lacking in this respect, then they cannot

Mr. Tozer.]
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aszist their offspring. If they have not a  Marce. 1 cannot compliment them too

sufficient odncation they cannot assist thelr
children, who thus are handicapped. Where
either pmcnt has been a school teacher the
correspondence school is a very great beneflit
to the children. Parents have come to me
and said, * What is the use of the corres-
poudonu\ school? Immediately the lessons
arrive the children take them to their mother
or father, and in many cases the parents
are unable to help them, because they have
not had a proper education. The corres-
pondonce school is not of much assistance
to a family like that. The correspondence
schoola are doing very good work, and it is
preferable to have them to cater for the
children who require the education than to
have nothing.

The vote has been increased, but no cxcep-
tion can be taken to that. No objection
can be raised to an increased vote when the
population is increasing and the children
are getting the benefit of education.

Mr. W, T, KING (Maree) [244 pm.]: I
agree with the Minister that the present
educatlon system in Queensland is a very
fine one indeed, and reflects great credit not
only upon the administrative staff but also
upon the school teachers. Qucensland owes
a debt of gratitude to the teachers who, by
self sacrifice, are moulding the dcstmy of
Queensland as an integral palt of Australia.
We recognise the very hard work that must
be mmexmken by the school teachers. At
tnne perhaps, some people do not recog-
nise the great deal of study and attentlon
’that must be devoted by the teachers to

ving the children an adequate training in
hfe

I quite agree with the hon, member for
Gympie that when money is scarce the
utmost facilities should be provided for the
pupils of high schools and denoimrinational
sghoo‘s—~\‘h1‘lstnn Brothers’ and others—as
is provided for other pupils throughout the
State. Before the Government construct
any further high schools they should take
'ld\antawe of the facilities that are offered
in certain directions to-day. Certain schools
have been built and are maintained at con-
siderable expense, and before any extension
is moomd duc utilisation should be made of
these scheo At the present time an injus-

tice 1 }so‘mr meted out to pupils attending
certain schools. Pupils attuldmo
denominational schools such as the Chr
Brothers” and others do not have the del]Itl
of a fres pass to travel to thos» schools, [
hope tha thn day is not far distani when this
facility h is extended to the pupils of
State high «chools will be extended also to

attending denominational schools.
why theve should be any differ-
7 commend the matter to the
for his earncst consideration.

tha pupils
T cannot sce
entiation.
Minister

The dental and medical inspection services
carried out by the Department of Public
Instruction are a credit to Queensland. The
children in the outback parts of the State
are now able to avail themselves of them.
The children in the far-flung parts of the
State are ontitled to the benefits of scientific
progress, and it is the duty of all Govern-
ments. whether Labour or otherwise, to pro-
vide such services for the children,

1 :h to thank the Minister and the
officers of his department for the kindly
assistance that they have extended to mc
in counaction with the schools in my clec-
torate during my term as member for

[Mr. Tozer.

highly for the assistance that ther havo
always cextended to me. I must give the
department due credit for providing ade-
quate playground facilities for the scholars
in my electorate. I have only the best to
say of the Minister and his department
in so far as the extension of accommodation
of the schools in my clectorate is concerned.
They have been courteous to me in my appli-
cations, and have co-operated In securing

facilities. I am in the happy position of hav
ing three of the best primary schools in this
State in my electorate—namely, Norman
Park, Liast Brishane, and XKangarco Point.
They arc very fince schools, indeed, and ar
able to impart the very best primary
trainin The primary schools equip the
children with the knowledge requisite to

cnable them to develop to the scholarship
stage, and from that stage to the secondary
stage.  That is a solid foundation for a

carcer. Qucensland stands supreme of all
States in the matter of education.  The
Minister has indicated that Quecensland

holds her own in the knowledge of English
and arithmetic, possessed by her  school
children. That proves ﬂ at in this sunny
State we can develop a youth, both mentally
and otherwise, cqual to any other youth
throughout the length and breadth of Aus-

tralia. 1 give my bm'omcllou to the educa-
tional ‘t( n in operation with the reserva
tious I have mentioned-—that there sheuld

not be any undu(‘ extension of high schools
in the aveas where they are not v'anant“d
and that certain t avelling facilities should
be afforded in instances where they are not
now granted.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Herilla)
p m.]:

[2.50
The children of Queensland are as
fortunate cducationally as those in other
States in  Australia, and, perhaps, any-
where in the world. We all feel proud of
our svstem  of eduycation.  Tlon. mombess
ou both sides of the Committes a that the
(lepartm(znt is not a party-politi 1, We

can all agree, too, that all Governments.
whether Labour or Nutionalis st, do their bes
to see that the children receive the

edueational facilitics. 1 have always

con
tended that it is the bounden duty of the

State to give every
facility for a good
Then, if money 1+ available, and the tax-
payers are not undaly burdened, the Htate
can go further and give facilities for higher
education. As I have al contended, it
is the first duty of the ramient to sea
that the children in all parts of the State
are well founded in  primary educotion,
rather than that some children in -oured
parts receive higher cducation whily other:
in the remoter parts receive l.ttlv or ¢
cducation at all

child  every posoible
primary  education,

T have had a great deal of exncriencc
in the Co*zenpondence system of educaticy
hecause a large number of ('hlldron in mv
electorate are being educated by this means.
It is a vast improvement on the itinerant

teacher system. While the correspondence
school is doing excellent work, the success
of the system, as the hon. member for Gym-
pie pointed out, depends to a great extent
on the interest of the parents in the wel-
fare of the children. The correspondence
sub-department sets out the subjects for the
children, and in such cases where the
parents can afford their children assistance
exceptional progress is made; but there
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are cases where the parents have little or
no education, and here a difficulty arises.
Even under those circumnstances children far
removed from centres where primary educa-
tion is imparted make greater progress than
under the itinerant teaching system.

With regard to the closure of schools at
which tho attendance had fallen below the
minimum laid down, the Minister stated
that in some instances it cost up to £19 a
head to educate children in country districts
of the State. What we have to remember
is that these children belong to parents who
ara living in what we might torm the out-
posts of Quecnsland.  Thosc parents have
just as much love for their children as
parents in the eity, and they doubtless 194-
lise that in going out 1o do pxoncenng work

in th: outba~k portions of the State ther
are sacrificing their children fo a greas
extent.  Possibly they would much prefer

to stay where adequate school facilities were
available, but they are compelled br force
of cu‘umbtdn os to go outback. The point is
that st is the duty of the Government to :ee
that their children have proper facilitics for
education. The Minister has riferred to the
adequacy of tuition by correspondence, but
my poiut 1s that the as ssociation of one
child with another in school is an advantage
that must not be lost sight of. Children at
school have their little fights and rows, and
they also have their games and other plea-
surable associations, so that the children
who have to remain at home and are without
the advantage of associating with other
children miss much in life. As a matter of
fact, some parents prefrr to send their chil-
dren long distances to the nearest school,
not because they think the education is any
better than that offered by correspondence,
but becausc they want their children to have
the association of other children—in short,
they want their children to have the full
joys of childhood days that most hon. mem-
ers can recall. I know the position of many
parents in my own clectorate, and that is
why I have always advocated that the Go-
vernment should think seriously b:ifore clos-
ing a school. I always feel a tinge of
regret when I receive a notification from
the department that the average attindance
at a certain school for a period of three
months has not been such as to warrant its
continuance. I do not like informing parents
of that fact, because T know that the pionecer-
ing work on which they are engaged war-
rants the fullest consideration being extended
to their children. The Minister has stated
that it cost £19 a head to educate children
in the country districts, but that £19 a
head is much better spent than the £9 a head
spent in Brisbane.

Th+ SEcrETARY ror PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The figure of £9 a head is the average for
the State. It costs much less than £9 a head
in the city.

Me. GODFREY MORGAN:

The fact that

it co £19 a head would not affect me if
I were Minister. I should ¢ndeavour to
ascertain what facilities the parvents pos-

sessed to assist in imparting correspondence
tulticu to their children.  The {fact that
some parents have not had an opportunity of
getting an education themeselves makes it
all the more important that the Minister
should carefully consider the whole position
bhefore clnsin ny small schools. T hope the
Minister will give consideration to the mat-
ter. 1 know the Dirictor of Education is
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sympathetic, because he 1
man who in his school days
b(‘fOl‘u he went to school. He is what we
call “*dairy bred,” and a fine specimen. It
goes to show that m)tautlmmndmg the fact
that youngsters have to milk cows before they
go to scheo! and after they come home from
scheol thay may rise to prominent positions
in the State.
Mr. LLEWELYN :
many children.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I have heen
amongst the country schools, and found ihat
the children are the miost healthy looking
children you can find. IFarmers ave just as
anxious that their children »hould have
proper treatment as other people. ‘There
may be an odd case of a boy or girl being
over-worked on a farm, but that s typical
of the ¢1 too. The majority of farmers
desire that their children should not be over-
worked, ard do net overwork them. We
find children more badly treated in the city
than those in the farming districts. People
in the country desive that their children
sheuld bave every facility for education, and
should not be overworked in earning a live-
lihood on the farm. The Minister has had
an opportunity of traveiling amongst the
schools, and I think he will bear me out by
saying that the farmers’ children are amongst
the most healthy and intelligent of young-
sters.

Mr. MOORE (dubigny) [3.3 p.m.]: I have
read through Lho report of the department,
and what I wish to menumn particutarly are
the district inspectors’ veports. Mr. Farrell,
in his report, on page 44, states

‘The work of twenty-two
(nine eclassified and thirteen unclassified),
or 9 per cent. of the total number
inspected, was found to be unsatisfactory.
The work of the 1emmndu vanged from
‘fau‘ly satisfactory > to very satisfac-
tory.” Generally, the teachers in the dis-
trict arc carrving out their dutics faith-
fully and clfulem]\. In mo«t cases
failure was due to weak disciplinary
power combined with poor personality.
In three cases it was due to laziness and
indiiforence and one teacher in charge
of a large mixed school shoved that he
was utterly unfit to have charge of the
school, which has shown a steady dete-
nomtlon m efficiency during the past
four ycars.’

s a country-bred
had to milk cows.

1t has had a bad ecffect or

teacheors

Most of the reports have paragraphs of a simi-
lar nature. Mr. Moorhouse, in his ysport,
on page 42, states—
¢ Proficiency.—Therc are nincty-scven
one-teacher schools in the district, and
ninety-one of these were ]n~peLt d. In
seven the general condition was * unsatis-
factory,” and in thirteen others only
‘moderatley satisfactory.” In one or two
instances there were mitigating civeum-
stances, and due allowances were made
i appraising the work of the tecachers;
in othf‘ X h(mmm the unsatisfactory
condition of the schools was due to indif-
forence on the part of the teachers or
to inefliciency; three of these teachers
tendered iheir resiznations sequent fe
the inspection.”

-

Mr. Baker, in his report, on page I8,
“Of the total number of schools in-
speeted, ninety-three out of oune Lundred
and twelve, or approximately 63 per cent.,

Mr. Moore.]

states—



1424 Supply.

reached a standard varying from ¢ fairiy’
10 Ve isfactory.”  OCn the other
hand, nipetesn, or  approximately 17
per cent, of the toral nuwmber;, fell below
*fuindy .ul~ta tory,” one of theze baing
fiferent.’

‘What I wish to bring out is that inspectors
find reachoers in the country schools who are
bolow the qualifiration necessary or have

not porsonality or disciplinary pover to keep
order in the schoo

Lhe reports may
therst to be below atisfactory,” aud
Sindifferent,” and in some 1
that they have pot the personality n
in oue vwho has charge of a school,

ovoen
statod
Sary

It soems to me that it is guite wrong to
keep thar class of teacher in a school m a
country district.  Such teachers should be

Luouﬂht down into the larger centres where
- will be under the guidalice of a head
teancher with the necessary diseiplinary and
other knowledge which can be mmparted to
them. They then may become more efliciens
end proficient. 1t does not scem fair to keep
such teachers as have mentioned in the

1 ountry schools. XNo doubt there is a
1all percentage of that class, but they
should not be inflicted on the smaller country
schools for all time. There must be in
Quernsland  a  number of teachers with
regulsite capacity to conduct schools so that
they will be passed as frem “ satisfactory”
to ‘“good” by the inspectors. There are
throughout the country districts of
(ueen=land  in which  the teachers un-
doubtedly have not the capacity required
for taking charge of schools. Sush a dis-
frict 1o doubt puts up with such a teacher
for a couple of years and then makes such
a noize about it that the department hunts
reund to find some other district on which
it can inflict this particular tcacher. That
goes on indefinitely. That principle might
be all right for the department. but it is
rough on the children. The teachers T have
mentioned may be quite competent and quite
capable of teaching a class in a school which
i3 1 charge of a strict head teacher who
would be able to show them where they
were wrong, and eventually make good their
deficiency.  With the necessary 1nstruction
they would in all probability become capable
of taking charge of small schools. The pre-
sent method of disposing <f these unsatis-
factory teachers seems to me vather unfair
and wrong. The inspector in his report did
state that in three cases it was due to
inefficicney and laziness, but when a person
has raken up teaching as a profession and
passed the necessary cxaminations I do not
think itr is necessary—unless it be due to
laziness  or absolute  incompetence—that
resignation should be forced upon him until
he l'd\ had an ow)mtumtv of endeavouring
to improve by sceing how a school ought
to be conducted. b) being placed under
somehody competent to impart the necessary
information to him. Mr. Bevington, in his
report on opportunity schools, has this to
|av—

IS ETAN

“Two grades of opportunity schools
have beon operating during the year.
Grade A schools, established for  the
purpose of helping children backward
from any cauwse—e.g., lack of oppor-
tunity, poor health, defective hearing or
vision, feeble-mindedness (to a small
extent), etc.—are seven in number, and
Grade B schools to which bovs of a
lower mentality were sent numbered two

[air. Moore.
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until recently, when one (Leichhards
Str(r(\l) vas closed. Urade schools are

now in existence at Sou ane {70
pupilz), Petrie Tereace (70 pupiis), For-
titude Valley (50 pupils), New Farm (25
pupils), T wich {10 pupils), Toowoomba
(25 pupils), and Rockhampton (25 pupils).
The only Grade B school is at lum,lda
(25 pupiis). The total number of teacher
employed in this work is fifteen.

“One cannot be associated with these
schools for any length of time without
realising very much the need for an
institution to which our worst cases may
eventually be sent. Doubtless when the
financial position permits this matter
will receive consideration by the Govern-
ment.  The following are, I think. the
chief reasons why an institution is desir-
able:—

(1) Mental

deficients placed in an
institution are freed from the unfair
competition to which they are sub-
jected when forced to compete against
persons of normal intelligence. People
are not likely to empleoy deficients if
they can obtain individuals of average
mentality.

(2) Mental deficients when placed in

an institution are shut away {from
temptations which their disabilities
make them unable to resist. Thus

crime is lessened and tragedy averted.

(3) Mental deficients, when scgre-
gated, are prevented from marrying,
begetting childien of like mentality,
and bringing into the world those
tragedies of society—illegitimate
deficients.

(4) Many mental deficients, 1f placed
in an institution, would be trained
{especially if taken early) to do useful
work.

(5) Mental deficients so cared for
could hbe made very happy—games,

music, cte.—far happier than if left
to be the prey of unserupulous persons
in the citics.

(6) In a home mental deficients would
have medical and dental attention.
Possibly proper treatment might have
beneficial effects on ‘them mentally

(7) Mental deficients, if placed in
an institution, would ccase to he a
source of worry and anxicty to parents
or guardians.”’

Mr. Bevington sets out seven very definite
reasons Why an institution should be estab-
lished for the benefit of mental deficients
or feeble-minded. We should consider the
establishment, not only of a day school to
which they can be sent, but also the establish-
ment of an institution to which they can be
sent during the latter part of their school
life and upon its completion. At the present
time there is mo fit place to which adult
mental deficients may be sent. It is wrong
to send them to Goodna, or even to Dunwich.
Mr. Bevington points out that the number
of feeble-minded persons is comparatively
small, but the risk to which society is sub-
Jectod by the fact that they are uncontrolled
is very grave indeed. Mr. Bevington points
out the reasons why such an institution should
be established. I quite realise that 1t 1s
difficult for the Government to securc ade-
quate funds for the purpose, but I feel that
there is more need of an institution for
mental deficients than there is for crippled
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lnlm : The erippled children have an
to recelve  atteution  at  the
fo:pital.  Extensions of hospi-

being made, and a women’s hespital
ructed out of ¢ Golden Casket”?
< Golden Casket 7’ has returied
dy increased revenue duriug
months, because of the

mls oy
s to be ¢
funds. The
&I Cormou
the past teclve
adopticn of the

tie institurion of the
It ir 3s infinively

svstern of shave tickets and
* Manunoth

Casket.”

1 thank

suin of toney s rwould for the
fabinslonent of mental
~ than that it should be on

the objects of which we are aware.

L0 OF

it would provide an immen-c amouut of
gooed, d guard ingt guite n consider-
able omitt of harm.  Such an institution
i3 mgont than many other institu-
rion are  being  established  to-day.

The Iicoie Sceretary has received deputa-

tions, f mot from the National Council of

Woinen, then from the Country Women’s
Association, the members of which come in
contact with mental deficients from time to
t’nu Now the matter has promincnce
: i it in an official report by Mr.
ron. a State school inspector. e

the w)pouumt\ to come in contact with
ool children from time to time, and
lein has impressed him so fon]bly
s,hzxt hie has felt constrained to stress the
¢y of such an institution. o qualifies
his remarks by pomtmg out that it is diffi-
cult to eotablish such an institution during
these times of financial str but he ex-
preswes the hope that the matter will reccive
the cossideration of the Government when
{iie finarcial position lmproves. 1 am merely
inti out that atv the present time
Casket ” funds are being utilised
in providing additions to hospitals and in
the ercetion of cfh“x public buildings whilst
this urgent matter 1s  being overlooked.
VWhen we appreciate the fact that mental
deficients may lapse Into a career of crime,
that they may beget mentally deficient chils
dyen, and that our asylums are expanding,
it scems that money expended in the pro-
tection of mental deficients would have a
beneficial effect upon the community and
would izt the feeble-minded to enjoy a
much happier and easier life. I recognise
the difficulties of the position.  Some of
the couniries of the world have given con-
sideration to the question of segregation or
sterilisation. I believe that a Bill was
paswed in New Zealand to give effect to these
jdeas. At the present time Germany con-
temnplates the introduction of drastic legis-
lation to mitigate the evil. Several of the
States in the United States of America have
passed simijar legislation, but how far it
has been operative I have no means of know-
ing. I am nos suggesting that drastic legis-
lation should be introduced to provide Tor
sterilisation, but I am suggcsting a form of
control which really amounts to segregation.
As the inspector points out in his report,
it is not the number of children who go to
h classes that demands the establishment
f)t such an institution; it is needed so that
:v be shut away from temptations
unable to resist, to give them proper
and attention, and to lessen the
worry and anxiety of parents. The report
shows that the number is comparatively few.
I do wot suppose it is the duty of the
department to provide the institution, but
the prmtloa happens to have come under
the notice of a departmental inspector, who

urge

training
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i brought it under the mnotice of the
Tinister. It may be the duty of the Home

Department; but whatever department is

sponsible, it is shown from the tement
herein set out, and it is common kunowledge,
that there is a necessity for such an insti-
tution, The question of upkeep also excr-
cises the mind, not only of Mr, Bevington,
but also of many thousands of pooplu all
over Australia. i« a question, not of
what has to be done with the mad, but with
thie feeble-minded.  As the matter has been
t home to us in this way, it scems thag
an ¢ffors should be made to provide an insti-
tation, probably by the curtailment of some
things quite mnecessary, but less necessary
this. It would probably save ten
nes the expenditure as years went on,
and also place these unfortunate people in
s position which will be infinitely better
for themselves.

a

I again stress on the Minister the neces-
sity for attention to the casc of teachers
who through no fault of their own, but who
through lack of capacity or disciplinary
powers, or power to control the school pro-
perly, or impart their knowledge, or insuffi-
cieney of training, do not understand what
is required of them. They should be taught
rather than that they should be inflicted o
inall schools throughout Qucensland. 1f
ic is found later on that they are incapable
of becoming efficient, even under the expert
;;md(u‘ o of a compotcnt teachm, it Is the
duty of the Goverument to place them in
some other walk of life. We all know of
individual cases, and cases are particularised
» each school 1nspector.  The school inspec-
tors poiut out that the vast majority of
schools arc carrying out their werk faith-
fully and well. A well-trained teacher is
carcful to sce that the best results are
obtained from the children, but each inspec-
tor points out that a small minority of
teachers, about 13 per cent., are unfit to be
ire control of schools.  They should have
the opportunity of becoming proficient, and if
after a reasonable time 1t is found they
cannot be made proficicnt, they shonld not be
inflicted on country districts. It is not right
for the department to inflict a tcacher on a
district who, the Inspector says, is iucown-
petent to perform his duties.

Mr. CONROY (Maranow) [3.24 pmnj: L
compliment the Minister, the Director of

Education, and the other officers of the
department on the very instructive report

just issued, a report that I note is the fifty-
seventh annual report of the department
It would be interesting if we could peru
some of the carlier reports of this depart-
ment, because I am sure we would have
evidence there of the great advance that has

been made in education in the years that
have passed since the first report was issued

I support the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition regarding mental deficients,
which 1s a matter that I mentioned when
the Home Secretary’s Listimates were being
discussed. I realise the necessi of son
institution at which these unfortunate chil-
dren could receive proper attention and edu-
cation. The child who is unfortunate enough
to be mentally deflicient is to a great extent
a neglected child. I also realisc that this
is not a matter solely for the Department
of Tublic Instruction, but possibly some
means could be devised whereby funds from
the ** Golden Casket” Art Union could be

Mr. Conroy.]
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allocated to the Department of Publie in-
struction to assi+t in the establishmeus of a
honie for mental delicients, Whilst there are
not a greas sumber of cases, unfortunately
they are numercus enough to warrant
serious notice being taken of the matter
and the utmost assistance given. Whilst 1
realise that the department, in common with
other departments, has had to reduce ex-
penditure as much a< po:sible in the past
few years, T nevertheless think that some
arrangement could be made on the lines
T have suggested. I am sure the Dlinister
will take note of the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition, which I heartily support.

The Icader of the Opposition also re-
ferred to teachers who are not proficient.
The percentage 1s fairly large, because in
one district out of ninety-seven teachers of
the one-teacher schools, seven were slack
and thirteen not quite up to the mark. 1
take 1t that these tcachers are in small
country schools, swhere possibly no other
teacher is stationed, so ‘that the children
attending the sahools at which the teacher
is not up to the standard will not make
very much progreis. I am quite sure that
the Minister will take action to bring these
tecachers up to the required standard.

The report also mention= that forty-four
schools have been clozed.  Altheugh in the
Maranoa electorate a number of schools have
been closed dowr, I am not blaming the
department, because I realise that circum-
stances possibly warrant their closing. I do
know that the Dircctor of Education has
always mot moe in every reasonable way, and
that when there was any possibility of doing
so the school concerned was kept open.

Ment] on has been made of the correspond-
in which I have great faith.
Plobabl" in some instances parents are not
able to impart the knowledge——

3r. SPaRkES: They haven’t the time in
some Instances.

Mr. CONROY: I do not know about
that, because if a parcnt is very anxious he
will be prepared to make sacrifices, I admit
that some parents have not had the edu-
cation to enable them to impart knowledge
to their children, but therc are msny othor%
who have lLad the education and are capable
of assisting thelr children, Pos |b1 , if the
facilities that exist to-day had becn avail-
able in their youth, many people who are
not now cducated would have been in a
position to acquire an education, If these
parents in their early life h“d had the same
opportunity as the children have now they
would not be in the position ther are to-day.

Mr. Kr : Could you sparc two or three
hours a day teaching your children?

Mr. CONROY: I do not know about two
or three hours; I have never been in that
position. If there had been no correspond-
ence system, what position vwould the children
in the Oouvtlv have been in? Hon, mem-
Lovs opposite seem intent on raising bogeys.
There is not one hon. member opposite who
vepresents a country district who will not
admit that the correspendence system  is
splendid, The sgstem followed in the coun-
try is that, if there are sufficient children
to at("vd a +chool, a school opened; but
There may be only two or
H’no children in a 10(1’1@ but they have
the opportunity of being taught through the
correspondence system.  In 59 per cent. of
cases, every parent will do everything pos-

[Hr. Conroy.
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sible to assist the children under the corre-
spondence system. I do mnot say that a
parent will be able to give the same in-
struction to the children as a teacher would
do, but he is a very bad parcnt who does
rot endeavour to give the childven every
possible chance to get an education.

It appears from the report that there are
nineteen rural schools in existence, and I
make a plea that the dcpaltmvnt should
establish the twentieth rural schosl at Boma.
The Mavanoa district is a very important
oue, and a rural school is warranted there.
There are many places wheve a rural school
is established which do not appear to me
to have as much neced for one as the Roma
district.

Mr. RUSSELL (Humilion) [3.34 pa.]:
think every hon. member will agree with me
that the correspondence schools are worthy
of support. Many difficultics have been
pointed out by preceding speakers in regard
to the aptitude of the parents to supervise
the work. We require in the conduct of the
correspondence system teachers who arve well
educated and who possess the huppv knack
of transmitting their learning to the children
in the far distant centres. It requires a
great deal of tact, and a very esscutial
feature, to m mmd is that the teacher
should be posscszed of what T imighs call the
sense of knmowing the requirements of the
children. They nced to be in the position
of talking, as it were, to the children so
that they can propeorly unpalt the edveation
needed. In Canada, where the condtions
are similar to those obtaining in Queensland,

a system of travelling schcols has been
brought into effect. I was recading an
account a few days ago of one of the travel

ling schools in charge of teachers who pro-
ceed over the railway system of (Canada and
give education to children iu sparsely popu-
lated centres. Such a system wmight to a
slight extent get over some of the difficul-
ties facing our corresponderce system. Where
there are only a few children to teach, we
might be able to arrange visits by teachers
from time to time, to sce that the system
was working satisfactorily and the interest
of the children was maintained. That is
where the parents are unable to give the
supervision necessary to get the best results.

Mr. Coxrovy: You mean itinerant
teachers?
Mr. RUSSELL: Yes. Itinerant teachers

should visit these outlying centres and keep
in touch with the children so that the interest
in the correspondence lessons did not flag.
It is very difficult to keep children up to
the mark, and something is required to
maintain interest in the knowledge imparied
to them by means of the correspondence
school. The travelling school system might
be utilised where railways or roads rnable the
teachers to come in contact with the pupil.
The exper imont is worthy of trial, and while
it might involve some (\\pondxrmo T think it
is our dutw, as far as we powibly can, to
impart the meccssary instruction to the chil-
tren of out-lying centres who have no oppor-
tunity of oblmnmg the same advantages as
arc posscssed by the childrven in the populous
contres of Queensland. Wo all agreo that it Is
cur duty to educate our children to the highest
possible standard, and thereby fit them for
their proper places in the State. I am sure
that any such project as I have st at'\d would
he earncstly supported by both sides of this
Committee.  In other parts of the world




Supply.

resort has been had to Instructing the
children orally by means of gramophones.
That is another idea that might be looked
into by the Department of Public Instrue-
tion. In some homes it W()uld be found
guite easy to iustall some such system. There
is no uoult that oral teaching is more
effective than teaching by Conoapondenco.
A combination of teaching by correspondence

and or:i teaching would give us the best
result:, and I am putting forward my sug-

gestiors in the hope that the Minister in
charge of the depaltm(nt will utilise every
means yossible to see that the children in
the outlying centres receive the best educa-
tion that it is possible for us to give with
the means at our disp . T am sure there
are on our educational staffs to-day men
who sre quite capable of taking charge of
the svstemns which I have enunciated. By
theze means we would afford to our children
in the far-distant centres as good an educa-
tion as we could give.

Mi. GLEDSON (Ipswich)
While on this vote I wish to make some
remarks in connection with nids to educa-
tion and their assistance to those imparting
knowledge. We should endeavour to keep
in advance of the requirements of a modern
cducation. I had the opportunity of being
at one of the most up-to-date schools in the
State—i.e.. the Silkstone State school, when
the first picture-projecting machine installed
in a school in Queensland was inaugurated.

I had the opportunity of seeing some of the
(dqcaﬂonal pictures.  This is what I refer
to when 1 speak of alds to education. By
this means the children ave able to absorb
their knowledge by means of their eyes as
well as thvounh their ears, and I understand
from the teachers that the innovation has
heen very successful.,  They are quite satis-
fied with the work that has been done up
to date. I understand that the Common-
wealth Government are also doing something
along these lines by assisting as far as pos-
sible those film producers who are helping
on this cducational work. A few weeks ago
at a deputation to the Commonwealth Go-
vernment the Minister in charge of the
department concerned stated that the Govern-
ment would vender all the assistance in their
power towards the production of educational
films for the use of children in schools. That
is a commencement, and I hope it will be
continued throughout the schools in the State.
Tt would be something towards helping the
children to get that education nccessary to
thelr future.

[3.39 pm.]:

T would alco ask the Minister to give the

C'ommittee some idea as to what adva.vl'r'ige
tbe T)epar*nlont of Public Instruction 1is
taking of wireless.  If edueational talks
could be broadcast at regular times, beth
State schools and cerrespondence work would
naterially benefit.

Sevoml hon. members have referred to
the exceilent service rendered by the corres-
pondence schools. T have had an oppor-
tunity of judging the benefits provided by
this service, because I have relatives of my
own whe have had to take advantage of
this system. and I have also had the oppor-
tunity of visiting some of the outback por-
tions of the State myself. T am satisfied
that if the correspondence system had not
been introduced many children who live
from 10 miles to 60 miles from the nearest
settlement would have received no educa-
tion at all. There is no doubt that the

[14 NoVEMBER.]

Supply. 1427

correspondence system has achieved excel-
lent results, and 1 take this opportunity to
offer my meed of praise of such & wonder-
ful system,

Some hon., members are still of the
opinion that the State should provide only
a primary education—-that is, that children
should be educated by the State until they
reach the age of thirteen or fourtecn, and
that then the duty of the State should cease.
They seem to think that after that age the
children should be allowed to fend for them-
selves for their educational requirements,
but it is the duty of the State to provide
educational facilities for children even
beyond that age. The educational system
of our State should continue until a man
reaches the grave. Some of us were not
able to avail ourselves of the advantages of
a secondary education in the past, because
we were compelled to go to work at the
age of thirteen or fourteen years. Thanks
to the educational system of this State,
which provides technical colleges, seconda.ly
schools, and night classes, many people have
been able to continue their education with
benefit to themselves and the State. During
the past three or four yecars the appropria-
tion for technical instruction has been
reduced, and in particular the endowment
on scholars’ fces has been reduced by 10
per cent. That makes no difference to those
technical colleges, which are conducted by
the Government, but the semi-government
technical colleges have felt the blow rather
severely. The semi-government colleges
arc conducted by commistees which repre-
sent the Government—they do not represent
anybody else. At one time there were sub-
scribers’ representatives, because there were
subseribers  to  the  colleges, and there
were also representatives of the students
in the colleges. Tor many years now
there have been no subscribers represen-
tatives, The colleges are maintained by
Government funds, plus the fees received
from the students attending the institution.
That being the case, the colleges arc unable
to provide quite a number of classes. Of
course, it will be said that the matter is
entirely in the hands of the committee in
each case, because it is at liberty to decide
that a class that does not pay shall not be
continued. That is just the polnt with which
I wish to deal. 1 hope that the reduction
of 10 per cent. in scholars’ fees will be
restored. The reduction in endowment atfects
mot those classes which attract insufficient

tudents to carry oun profitably. In some
cases those classes have had to be discon-
tinued, and the students desirous of study-
ing such subjects have been compelled to go
away from their home towns or take up
correspondence courses. It would be most
helpful to restore the endowment on fess to
enahle colleges to carry on the work pre-
viously doe by them in this respect.

A great work has been done by technical
conlc%s and by the department also in cou-
nection with the unemployed youths’ classes.
I take this opportunity of commending the
department for its work. The report “deals
with what has been accomplished at the
Central Technical College, Brisbane, but
similar work has also boen undertaken in
the various colleges throughout the State.
The youths attending these classes—and I
speak particularly of the Ipswich Technical
College—have accomplished splendid +work.
They have had a very sympathetic teacher

Mr. Gledson.]
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i the carperiry and joinery classes, and the
vork turned out is a credit not only to the
to the studenfs. 1t
one of the things for which I would like to

conunend the Moore Government. 1 have
not very often commended them for doing

but they are to be commended for
that work, It Tias been con-
It is
a xplomld work, and 1n addition to
keeping some boys off the street: it enables
them fo do something for themselves and
improve their l\no\\lmim, It gives ihem o
better outlook on life than they had pre.
viously. Some of the work, partwul‘ulv in
the joinery, carpeantry, and tinsmithing
classes, is a credit to teacher a'd student.
Tt is almost unbelievable that the students
can from kerosene tins make all sorts of
uscful articles comparing favourably with
similar articles purchused in the ware-
houses.

Quite a lot of controversy has taken place
concerning the Queensland  Agricultural
High School and College at (Gatton  Some-
times it is suggested that the department
should not supervise this work, that it ought
to be under the supervision of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The work of this col-
lege is szomething beyond ordinary farm
work.

Mr. Searkrs: It would neced to be, espe-
cially when it costs £17,000 to educate sixty-
two people.

Mr. GLEDSON: The hon. member for
Dalby has suggested that the work of the
college 1s practically usecless, and that it
would be better if these students were
apprenticed to practical farmers, as they
would by that means secure practical know-
ledge of farming.

Mr. SpARKES: Absolutely.

Mr. GLEDSON: The man possessing a
practical knowledge is an infinitely better
man by the addition of the requisite theo-
retical and scientific knowledge. That is
the aim and object of our system of educa-
tion-—the combining of p1act;ca] knowledge
with theory. By that means it is hoped to
improve conditions in industry. That is the
object for which this college was estab-
lished. I know that some of my own vela-
tives have benefited from instruction at the
Gatton College. A nephew who took the
opportunity of a twelve months’ course
there, and later returned to his farm, found
that he was better cquipped to carry on the
practical work of his farm by reason of the
knowledge that he had gained at Gatton
College. A man may be a good practical
farmer, but if his practical knowledge is
supplemented by theoretical kqowledge of
the various phacei of dairying and stock-
raising he mist be better ahle to make a
succe:s of his undertaking.

Mr. Srarxrs: Did he ecarry on on the
same scale after he returned from Gatton?

Mr. GLEDSON: He acquired knowledge
as to the scientiiic feeding of purebred stock,
cte., which was inv aluable to him in his sub-
:muﬂﬂ‘ work. At Gatton College instruc
tion is given in all phases of agriculturs and
dairying. and cven the hon. member for
Dalby will admit that the practical farmer
who has a knowledge of stock discases which
enables him to diagnose immediately some
m]mm'f in his stock and cbviates the neces-
sity of sending probably many miles away
fer an expert, may be the means of say ing

[Mr. Qledson.
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his stock at a tim~ of irovkle
visited Gatron C:ullege on minay
in fact, I take the cpportunity 2
there as frequently as po-<ible. Tise
of (omlu{tuw that institotion is wsted,
because the training imparted 1o the hu‘ul\
who are fortunate enough to recvive it

nables them to beernie  bettey tical
farmers than ctherwise.

GAIR (South Brishane) [3.55 pan.l: I
think it is aerecd that cducation iz one of
the most important pha of nation build-

ing. and makes for the pro s of the
nation and its people. Unqu. »fiopably

we have an ¢

clleut tem  of
in  Queonslar ;

—a e wreque led  in
any State of the Commonwealth, Fow that
happy position much credit must go te
Labour Governments who held office from
1915 to 1929, and to the valuable wesistunce
of the officers of this department. I am sure
that in the development of education no one
would deny the value of the expenditure of
the taxpayers’ money, provided the money
was expended on necessary cducational work.
At the present time in Quecnsiand we have

a splendid primary education systenn. and im
addmon we have other subsidiary o supple-
mentary systems, as, for oxam e, the covve-
spondence system of tuition w hich has been
discussed to- day and which everyone agrees
is doing an immense amount of u,(,ml for the
children in the outback ])11* of the State.
I learned only recently of mo sucees; of a
former correspondence student at a secondary
scheol in the metropalis. He was pointed
out as an outstanding student in that col-
lege, and I was advised that he had reccived
his primary cducation through the correspon-
dence systemn. 1 mention that ¢ to show
the success of the system. It 1s patent to
cveryone that the systcm serves the purpose
of conveying to the children who are
situated in the outback portions of the
State the education necessary fo equip them
for life. In addilicn to the correspondence
system  we have our 0ppmthnlt\‘ school
which has been referred to by the Teader of
the Opposition and others, and in this diree
tion the department is not only doing some-
thizg for the education of children who are
backward as th» result of long illneszex and
mental deficiency, but also giving them a
training which will, I believe, have the
effect  of making them mor respon-
sible citizens of our community than they
would ctherwise be. They gen a measure
of education, but in addition the character
of these children is being developrd and

cduration

they are madc more respousible 1hah they
ordinarily would be, which is, after all, a
great work to aﬂhxeve , personally, sub-

cCr!bo to the ommon ad\'anced by other hon.
members that the Government weuld be well
advised to establish some in-titution for the
purpose of housing these childrern in which
they weuld be eared for and obtain the cdu-
catton they are able to assimilate.

We also have the system of technical collego
instruction. The hon. member for Ipswich
has dealt very capably with this matter,
and his suggestions are well worth consider-
ing. We are faced to-day with the difficult
problem of sceuring employment for our
voung men and women; to my mind this is
one of the saddest features of the cccnomic
depression which wow prevails. NWothing is
more distressing than to sce young 1nen
who are well educated, having passed their
junior and senior examinations, unable to
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find employmert, and mans of them forced
to go on relief work. Kducation, however,
cannot be blamed for that, and while these
voung people ave unfortunately at pres:int
not able to ﬂn(l cmplozment, t‘\cy will when
employment 1= available be better qualified
and more ready to accept positions than tho“
who are not so well cducated. It would be
a good idea to develop so far as possible
the systom of technical education in Queens-
o that in addition to pxondm{r scholas-
struction we might give the children an
opportunity of taking up some vocation,
trade, or calling. That would give them an
added qualification which would improve
their chances of securing employment.

There has been some discussion to-day
regarding the State high schools. I am not

definitely opposed to these schools in any
way, but at a time like this, when the eco-
nomzc position calls for careful supervision
of governmental expenditure. perhaps the
Department of Public Instruction would be
well advised to avoid any duphcatlon in the
dissemination of secondary kuowledge. The
cstablishment of State high scheools in the
towns where facilities for secondary educa-
tion do not already exist is a very worthy
act, but the duplication of sccondary educa-
tlon institutions is, I think, all wrong, and
is causing unneceisary expenditure. During
the past fifty or sixty years, or even longer,
we have had in Qucensland private and
grammar schools catering for the secondary
education of the children of the State, and it
can be said without fear of contradication
that they have done their work with credit
to themselves and to the State. The great
secondary schools of Queensland have pro-
duccd men and wornen who have risen to the
highest positions that the State has to offer,
in the exccutive, the judiciary, and in the
professional and commercial world. As the
Minister stated this morning, that is a
tradition enjoyed by such schools, but it is
also one which no doubt the State high
school will enjoy in vears to come. I cannot
understand why a Government, particularly
at a time like the present, should cnter this
field of sccondary education which is being
well ocecupied by our grammar and private
schools. Tt is all very well for the State to
csiablish %munduv schools where this {orm of
education has not been undertaken by any
other educational institution, and in such
cases that activity is worthy ‘of the support
of every hon. member; but for the Govern-
ment to duplicate education and burden the
taxpaycrs of Queensland with unnecessary
expenditure fakes some justifying.

Queensland has a splendid primary school
system, supplemented by a very liberal
scholal»hl) system, which has the effect of
giving many children of the State—approxi-
mately 2,000 overy year—an opportunity of
completing a  secondary education at the
expense of the Government. In addition
thereto we have our technical colleges, agri-
cultural colleges, rural schools, and our
correspondence system. These arc sufficient
for the fulfilment of the reasonable requirc-
ments of education.

There is not very much more that I wish
to say, but I reiterate the statement that I
made when speaking on these Estimates last
yoar—that I cannot understand why the
State should be required to educate the
children of our wealthy people either in the
State high school or by means of our scholar-
ship system. The child of a wealthy parent
in ordinary circumstances \xould be given
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a sccondary cducation cither at a private
school or State high school. If the fownm
did not exist the child would be cdu
at the larter, but the pareants shou
required to pay for it. If the children
of the wealths obtain scholarship passes
as thoy arve entitled to do, and proceed
to secondary schools, ihe State again has
to bear the cost of their education. The
children of the wealthy are at liberty to
compete with other children for cducational
facilities, but T am at a loss to understand
why the State should have to contribute
towards the cost of their education.

T desire to refer to the School for the Blind
and Deaf, which is situated in my electorate
and which is a credit to the (l(\pmrmont
During the reecss I invited a number of mem-
bers of the Govermment Party to visit this
school, and I was pleazed to hoar their favour-
able comment upon the efliciency of the

institation. Mr. Flolle, the ymnupﬂ] i3 a
most  suitable man f’)r the position. He
has an efficient staff, and oxcrllent work

is being done for the children. Last year
I suggested to the Minister that the domestic
quarters attached to this school should be
improved, and I am now glad to relate
that cffect was given to my suggestion with
considerable satisfaction to myself and to
those more closcly concerned. T intend this
vear to ask the Minister to give atten-
tion to another matter. At the present time
the blind and the deaf children gather
in the assembly room at night or during
wet days, but, as their Interests arve not
identical, the room is most unsuitable. The
blind children may be engaged in learn-
ing music, whilst the sighted children romp
around, much to the distraction of the former.
[ auggest that a hall similar to the Huxham
hall constructed at the Diamantina Hospital
some years ago should be constructed at the
blind and deaf school, which would enable
all children, blind and deaf, to enjoy them-
selves to the full, during out-of-szhool hours,
under the supervision of a teacher. Most of
the children are country children who spend
ten months out of the year in the institution.
The institution is really their home, and it

would bo a vers fine gesture on the part of
the Government if they were to construct
a_hall which would tend to make the institu-
t'on a real home, I commend thc matter to
the Minister and his officers for their favour-
able consideration,

Before resuming my seat I propose to join
with the hon. member for Marce in request-
ing the Minister to rectify a certain matter
as_early as possible. On page 165 of the
time-table reference is made to the
‘iston for the issue of a free monthly
season ticket for a maximum distance, not
exceeding 30 miles, to scholars who have
oomplotod the work of the seventh grade to
cnable them to attend the State hlgh schools
or denominational schools at Bundaberg,
Cairns, Charters Towers, Gatton, Gympie,
Mackay, Mount Morgan, Ro@]\hmmpfon
Roma, Toowoomba, Ipswich, Townsville,
Warwick, and the Brisbane Stfate ngh
School at Brisbane. The point I wish to
make is that children who attend a State or
denominational high school in the towns that
I have mentioned have the privilege of a
free railway pass up to a distance of 30
miles, That congession, so far as Brisbane
is.concerncd, is confined to children attend-
ing the State high school. That is a distinct
anomaly, which the Minister should rectify
at the earlicst opportunity.

Mr. Gair.}
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Mr. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba) [4.18
p.un}: Speaking previously on this vote, 1
drew attention to the nccessity of embodying
in the report of the department the report
of the Director (‘f hduc-xtlo“l but the Minis-
ter stated that in all d(“L)ulr"lL’!lt‘s thc practice
was Lot to issue reports made by the Under
Secretary.  That is not so, because 1 have
before me the report of the Department of

Mines, addressed to  the flonourable J.
btopfold S ary for Mives,” and signed
by “ A. A. 8taines, Under Scorctary. 1

understand the reason why the report of the
Direcior of Education is not included in this
departmental report is because 1t is for the
information of the Minisier.

The SucuriTaRY vor PURLIC INSTRUCTION .
In accordance with the Act.

Mr. ROBI T stiil emphasise my sug
gestion that b would like to see the r
From the director embodied in this repc

T am of o;nn'.on that our children first of
all go to scheol too young, aud, sccondly,
sic for their 5(holalqmp examination at oo
early an age also. It is too much of a tax
on a child of the age of five to attend the
primary class A great deal of the nervous
conditions ncticed in young children to-day
is largely astributable to the carl age at
which the child goes to school. B CoOrge,
in the course of his report, states at page
38—

* During the year it was found necces-
sary to draw attention to the fact that
promoticn of pupils was not rcceiving
suflicient attention, and it was also found
that pupils were often promoted into
classes to do work for which they were
by no means satisfactorily equipped.
Although such action appeared to strike
a blow against the bogeys of undue
retardation of pupils and excessive
average ages, yet the teachers who did
resort to such action were thereby lay-
ing up much future trouble for them-
selves, and were placing a severe handi-
cap upon the more intelligent members
of their several classes.”’

The point I make is that children attending
school after the June or September quarter
are usually pushed along in order that they
can be ready to join children of a similar
age when the new school term commences
the following year. That is wrong. T am
told if that were not donc criticism would
be levelied at the school or teacher by the
inspector or the department. I have made

inquiries which have borne out this state-
ment to a great extent. Young children

ought to have some consideration and should
not be hurried along in that manner. They
are not at school very long, and for that
reason 1 hope that this practice will be
discontinued. They get away from school
toc soon., We rcad of high compliments
being paid to children winning scholarships
at the ace of eleven years, but in my opinion
such children are much too young to sit for
such examinations.

Mr. ILLEWELYN (Zooweombda)
p.m.]: Like other hon. moembers, I
t0 add my meed of praise to the great work
carried out by the department under our
educational system. It endows our future
citizens with the cducational knowledge so
necessary for the progress of this important
State.  One could be accused {requently
during the consideration of BEstimates of
working the parish pump in order to bring

[#r. Boberts.
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matters pertaining to his elcctorate before
the Committee. I take pride in the fact
that Toowoomba is unquestionably the most
itnportant educational centre outside Bris-
bane. Having regard to its geographical
position and very happy environment, it is
peculiarly suitable as a site for our univer-
sity, I make that suggestion in the hope
that when considering educational matters
in futurc the department may give con-
sideration to 1it.

One matter that I desire particularly to
mention to the Minister and to the officers
of the department concerns a school in close
proximity to a railway station in Too-
woomba and in the very heart of the city—
a school known as the North School.
have not ascertained when the school build-
ing at present housing the boys was con-
structed, but 1 know that there is frequent
need for repairs to the school building., A
few pounds may be spent one year, but nex
vear it is again necessary to ask for further
sums,  During the present year the girls’
school, which is close to the boys’ school,
was in such a bad state of disrepair that
the departmental officers were very con-
cerned as to the advisability of spending
any money on repairs, Rather did they
think that it would be money much better
spent if both schools were pulled down and
a new school erected in their stead. That
must appeal to reason. At the present time
they have called tenders for certain repair
work, which I understand will cost approxi-
mately £230. If we capitalise the amounts
spent on repairs we find that we have a
fair amount of money with which to com-
mence a new building; I commend that

suggestion to the Minister. Further, there
are head teachers at both the boys’ school

and the girls’ school, both teachers of high
capacity and rcceiving big emoluments. 1In
these days when cconomy with no loss of
efficiency is the watchword, a mixed school
with one head teacher would inake for
cconomy.

One item in particular {from the report
cf District Inspector Baker gives me a good
deal of pleasure. It has reference to school
grounds, which is a matter in which you,
kir. Hanson, have cvinced a good deal of
interest at the Buranda school in your ewn
clectorate. Mr. Baker states—

¢ In many of the schools, especially in
and around Toowomba, tcaohers pupils,
cornmittees, and palents take a justifi-
able pride in the appearance of their

school grounds, In practically every
school in the district Arbor Day was

observed, and many schools give evi-
dence of the enthusiasm displayed and
the practical work done. In some of
the Toowoomba schools the grounds
have been much improved by rolief
workers. It is recommended that, if at
all possible, this good work be con-
tinued during the forthcoming year.”

I do not subscribe to the parrot cry of these
days that too much intermittent relief work
is "done in the way of chipping footpaths,
for I gladly admit that the work done by
the intermittent relief worker in various
school grounds is money well spent. One
point, however, requires elaboration: Where
skilled work has to bo donme on school
grounds, no school committee should ask the
Government to permit that work to be done
from the intermittent rclief fund, as that
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rot ouly
travenes a

exploits that fund but also con-
principle which I and other
hon. members on this side hold in very
high regard. I had a vequest from one of
the schools in the Toowoomba clectorate
that certain skilled work should be done by
intermittent relief workers, and I prevailed
upon the committee not to press that
quuORt T told the committee I would be
hostile to asking the Government to do the
work by intermittent relief labour, and I
am glad the committee has withdrawn its
request.

At 4.30 p.m.,

Mr. W. T. ¥ixe (Maree), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmnen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. LLEWELYXN: The hon. member for
South Brishane made reference to the school
for the blind amd deaf. 1 was one of the
hon. members who accompanied him on his
visit to that schcol. What we saw on that
occasion whilst it was sad in some ways,
wwas particularly gratifying in others. The
officer in charge, Mp. Iolle, has, I under-
stand, travelled over the world, and ascer-
tained the most up-to-date methods in
Germany and the Unit:d States, and he is
new giving effect to some of the things he
learned oversces. Jr. Holle is keenly inter-
ested in the school, and if any hon. membur
who can spare the time will make an inspec-
tion of the school he will realise that the
money required there is particularly
spent. One could not help being impres
by the keenness and alertness of the children
under the superintendance of Mr. Holle, and
the affection they have for him, and also
by the interest the blind children manifested
in their music. There is an orchestra, and
it was delightful to listen to the children
playing their different instruments. I pay
my tribute to that institution, and I again
reiterate the desirability of other hon. mem-
bers paying it a visit.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
mental deficients and to the opportunity
classes, which I believe are doing a great
service to the State. I realise with the
Director of Education and his officers the
necrssity of having the most capable persons
to take charge of such classes. The teachers
need to be imbued with all possible kindli-
ness and to realise their 1eap0n~1b111t1es in
trying to inculcate in the minds of these
children the ordinary school lessons. 1 am
very gratified with the progress of these
classes in the Toowooruba arca.

The Leader of the Opposition made rcfer-
ence also to teachers who resigned conse-
quent on the proof of certain shortcomings
in their work. I submit that the qualiﬁra-
tions of a teacher should be of a very high
standard, and wec as members of this Assem-
bly must recognize the necd for it. Con-
sidering that we have a tro'l.cndouq number
of our young folk applying for positions in
the Drpaltmﬂnt of Public Instruction, it
must of necessity follow that we can have
and should have the Lest available, and if
teachers—I do not mind where they ave from
—are not qualified and show by the progress
of their scheols that they are incompetent,
then in the interests of the depaviment they
should be asked to vesign.

Mr. Costerno: You cannct do that,

Mr. LLEWELYN: If we have
the machinery at present to get

not got
them to
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resign we should provide the necessary
machinery so that we shall not have people
teaching our children who are not competent
to do so.

The hon. member for Hast Toowoomba
referred to the need for a report by the Direc-
tor of Kducation and its distribution amongst
hon. members and I subscribe to that
opinion, because such a repori would be of
great value to every hon. member.

Mr. WILLIAMS (Port Curtis) [4.86
pm.: At this apparently late hour of the
debate I wish to say a few words, mainly in
congratulation of the Minister in charge of
this departiwent and the others responsibie
for the preparation of this very fine report.
T desire also to congratulate the officers of
the department on their activities dvrmv
the year. The policy of the Government is
one that we can heartily support. We are
all justly proud of our educational policy.
There is no need for me to enlarge upon the
fact education is the foundation for success
in all walks of life. Sir Matthew Nathan,
in his capacity as Governor of this State,
when opening a school once, exhorted parents
to send their children to school because, as
he told them—and rightly so—a nation was
only as powerful as its people were educated.

At this stage, perhaps, Mr. Hanson, you
will permit me to make a few remarks con-
cerning the late hon. member for Stanley,
Mr. Grimstone. As the late Mr. Grimstone
was an ex-teacher, and as I am also an
ex-teacher, it is right that 1 should malke
some reference to him in  this Chamber.
He, like myself and others, saw fit to leave
the teaching profession.  Unfortunately for
him, he «id not remain long in his new
sphere. My tributo to him on behalf of the
ex-teachers of Queensland 1s going to be
simaple, but none the less it is sincere. 1
hu)penod to have been in a number of the
umrncts in which the late Mr. Grimstone
algo laboured, and I found that he was held
in the vers highest esteem. To the children
he was not only a teacher, but, in addition, a
father and friend, and to the people among
whom he laboured he was also something
mere than a teacher, he was a citizen and
friend. No greater tribute can be paid to
an ex-teacher than that.

TIONOURABLE MEMBERS :

Mr. WILLTAMS: An hon. member oppo-
site has made a suggestion that there should
be a combination of the correspondence sys-
tem and a system of itinerant teachers. The
correspondence system of teaching has very
much to commend it, I admit, but I agreec
with hon. members opposite and several
hon. members on this side that it is difficuls
at times for the parents to devote the noces-
sary attention to assisting the children to
cnable them to master the lessons that are
set. It is a very difficult mateer for an
itinerant tcacher to pay more than onc or
two visits to the outback centres during the
vear,

Hear, hear!

The report

sued by the Department of

Public  Ilunstruction probably makes more
interesting reading to an ex-teacher than
other hon. members of this Chamber; never-

theless, these reports should be read by all
hon. members, and, judging from the rom-
ments and remarks made by speakers on
both sides of the Chamber, they have been
studied carefully.  Under the heading of
My, Williams.}
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Mr. DBevington has this to

“method
say—

As might he expected, methods vary
Lonmdomu and the best mothods are
not alweys found with the tcachers of
highest classification or longest experi-
ence.  Some teachers are ever on the
watch to improve and keep ihemselves
up to date. They read widely, adopt or
adaps new ideas, appear gratefui for
pints and suggestions, and how o zoal
and Luthmmqm for their work which at
onee cntitles them to respect.  On the
other hand, a few appear to be totally
opposed to chauge, listen jmpatiently to
advice, keep to the same old gr ove, a,nd

give one a feeling akin to dizgust.’

It is my Co.uemu n that those teachers who
come under the fatter category should be
given thadr mavching oiders.

In another part of the report the inspector
refers to the work of unclassified teachers.
We have quite an army cof these. Some
years ago an iuspector 1 the Burnets dis-
irict referred to an unclassified teacher there
as being the linest one-man tcacher he had
met in the State. I am not holding any
brief for the unclassificd teacher, and I
agree with the remarks of the inspector
when he says he encourages cvery teacher
to go one step further cach vear. ilowever,
the work of the unclassified teachers Is very,
very fine. They have much to do, and every
assiEtance pos wcle should be g,l\ en 1o them
It is gratifylng to see that in the various
reports the inspectors pay tribute to their
excellent work.

The project work carried out at various
centres has been favourably commented upon,
and covery encouragement should be given
to it. Une fedtum of the work which s
being carried out at certain centres is grass-
land management, and this iz very com-
mendable. 1 hopc that every encourage-
ment will be given to teachers who desire
to continue this work.

I do not know whether any hon. member
has referred to the work of the dental
inspectors, but T should like to sce this work
extended 1if possible to additional centres
throughout the State.

The hon. member for South Brisbane re-
ferred to an anomaly in connection with the
issuc of free railway passes. Free railway
passes are issued to pupils who attend the
Brisbane High School, but they ave denied
to pupils attending Bu,sbane denomivatioral
schools. Any assistance in this direction and
in other directions that can be extended to
denominational schools throughout the State
will be welcomed by every membeyr of this
Chamber.

During the past ycar or so circumstances
have 1110ught about the closure of a number
of bigh schools throughout the State, and
that is to be regrottcd. I sincerely hope
that these schools will be reopened as soon
as possible. Unfortulntolv for me I have
been unsuccessful so far in securing from the
Minister or the Director of Education any
hope for the establishment of a high or
secondary school at Gladstons. I still hope
that I shall be able to convince the authori-
ties that such a school is required there.
The inspector who at present controls this
district has pointed out in his report that
there is no rural, high, or sccondary
school  throughout his telritory, When

[Mr. Williams.
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discussing the Estimates of the Ifome
Department a few weeks ago, I referred to
an aboriginal school at Gayndah. There
are twelve to fifteen pupils attending the
school, but 1 think it could be closed and
the children transferred to a  settlement,
the services of the teacher to be utilised
elsewhere.  That would mean a saving both
to the Department of Public Instruction
snd the Home Secretary’s Office,

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Groee) [4.45 pan.]:
I wish to add my wecasure of praise of the
manner in which’ the Deparoment of Public
Instruction is providing educational facilities
throughout the Stat\ The departinent and
its teachers are carrying out a very fine work
in the interests of the pupil: under their
control. They do a very useful work within
the curriculum. When T discussed these Esti-
mates last year I pointed out that there
was a necd for a widening of the curriculum,
snd 1 suggested that Olemonuuy cconomics
and industrial history should be taught
primary schools to pupils from twelve years

of age. I believe that these children could
absorb this knowledge with advantage, and

that it would assist them to be better fitted
for after life. The present educational
system requires remodelling to some extent.
1t obvious that different methods are re-
quired to meet the change in conditions
throughout the world. At the present time
the common ambition seems to be to place
successful children in public sorvice positions,
or in other clerical occupations. Obviously,
the number of public service and other cleri-
cal occupations is extremely limited. In-
stead of urging a child to cngage in a
secondary education with a view to obtain-
ing a clerical position, it would be better
to train him along vocational lines. As
members of Parliament we are in a position
to beeome acquainted with the tragic plight
of children at the present time. Fathers
and mothers interview members of Parlia-
ment urging them to make representations
on behalf of their children with a view to
securing for them positions in the Govern-
ment service. The position is that there are
only a limited number of vacancies. On the
last occasion that applications were called
there were ten vacancies for males and ten
vacancies for female candidates, in addition
to a number of other vacancies due to
dismissal and resignation. At least 500 secon-
dary school pupils pass the Junior University
Txamination each year. If parents recog-
nised these facts, it would lead to a recasting
of our educational policy, and a divorcement
from the idea of educatmg children to pass
the I’ublic Service Examination, when no
hope exists of the realisation of the objec-
tive of cmployment. It is pitiable to come
into contact with mothers and fathers seck-
ing posts for their children. Tt is more piti-
able when we realise the large sums of
monecy—Ilarge from the point of view of the
workers—that have been expended on the
cducation of these children without any hope
of the State or the individual sccuring an
adequate return.

The de\‘elopmm‘t of the rural and inter-
mediate schools is a step in the right diree-
tion. Whatever may be said about either
of these classes of schools, the fact remains
that vocational training of some kind is an
essential factor under present-day ocivilisa-
tion. If we endeavour to train the young
cither in pursuits on the land or in industry,
they will be better citizens and have more
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chanee of weathering the economic storm
than if trained purely for a clerical occupa-
tion. The intermediate and rural schools
are (‘rtamq vehicles by which these ideas
can be put into practice. The great bulk
of the successful scholavs who pass scholar-
ship examinations do not prosecute their
studics beyond the second year, while in a
number of cases, probably through economic
pressure, many are compelled to retire from
their studies at the end of the first year,

It would be better if the parent, instead of
endeavouring to get a child to a secondary

school, was prepared to give some technical
kunowledge to the child-through intermediate
or technical college schools. The Secretary
for Mines on his return from the Nerth
recently made the statement that there was
a dearth of terhnical minino men in Aus-
tralia. He attributed this fact, in so far as
Queenzland  1s coneerncd, Daltly to the
closure of the School of Miines at Charters
Towers, at one time the rccognised school
for the training of men for the mining
industrs. IIc also expressed the opinion that
it would be a good idea if elementary know-
ledge of minerals and geology cculd be
taught to rhe, higher pupi ds in the primary

s hoow and to pupils generally in high
schools and secondary institutions.” The idea
of the Sceretary for Mines might well be

adopted. It is tragic to (nntomp]dn‘ that an
enterprise like Mount Isa had t3 send over-
scas for most of its technicians, because they
were unobtainable in Queensland. If the
School of Mines could be re-established and
if its cost were not excrssive, this want could
be sunplied; but if the cost wore excessive
some other course could be adopted to
impart technical knowledge to the practical
miner who wanted to add to his knowledge,
or to those children who wanted to acquire a
iudimentary knowledge of the mining in-

dustry. Those are matters which T feel the
Minis and his officials should keep well

in mind. The Stafe is spending a consider-
able sum of money in exploring for mineral
wealth generally, and if men with technical
knowledge,  the product of  Queensland
inztitutions, are available to do the work, the
search for precious metals maz he carried
on more cfficiently and mayr prove to b»
more successful,

Reference has been made to the question
of the opportunity schools, and the Leader
of the ODDO\ ion drew attention to that part
of Mr. Bevington’s report stressing the need
for an institution to cope with the worst
cases that form the subjects of attention in
such schools.  Some time last year I had
the privilege of being one of a party bat
visited a number of the * cpportunity”
schools in the Brisbanc area. and must
say that the teachers engaged in that form
of ciducation arve doing a wonderful service
to the State in endeavouring to reclaim
backward children. We know, of course,
that in somec cases there is no hope of getting
mentally deficient children, who will not
advance mentally beyond the age of ten or
twelve years, to a point a$ which they will

become- useful citizens, byt it can be said
that these schools will better equip such
children in the struggle for existence. On the

other hand. there are certain children who,
on account of some illness, may have had
some cducational setback.  They may be
perfeetly normal children, but on account
of the emotional strain of some illness may
be backward in their school work. 'The
oppertunity  school has certainly done
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remarkable work in bringing such children
back to normality and placnur {hem on the
road to further progr The telenels
engaged in this \\ondelful work deserve th
]1g110>t commendation of this Palllament

I am glad that the Minister has been good
enough to e(*ommond the erection of the
i section of a school in the Ithaca Cr
portion of my clectorate.  That 1s very
desirable. 1 also notice that an intermediate
school is to bo bhuilt at Victoria Park. That
school should relieve to a considerable extent
the pressure on the Xelvin Grove
schoel, which at present is subject to de
overcrowding. I trust both proje
commenced at the first opportunity.

rlg’

inite
w11l be

spoal;inrn the officia and
Jepartinent of Public Instruc-
their work well, It i1s a
note that the metropolitan
vome time has been noglected
in the matter of school buildings, 1s no\v
receiving attention swhich will oxo'tal\o hat
lack of development.  That will prevent
overerowding to which school children have
beert cubjected on past occasions. The
department has carried out very useful work
and I hope it will continue to do o in the
very fine manpcr that it has in the past.

Generally
teachers of the
tion are doing
good sign fo
aren, which fox

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION {(Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bromer)
{5 pm.]: I w 1\11 to yeply to the v

membe !

made by various hon.
member for Gympie referred to project clubs.
I have to advise him that for this vrar the
number of clubs has increas:d, and we
hil\'(‘, i@ L’“i'(‘at(’l‘ (‘”1’0]‘(11(‘111' Of mmnbcrs Thiln
heretofore: as a matter of fact, the mewmbeor-
ship to-day constitutes a record

The hen. manber for Muvrilla mentioned
the matter of the closing of schools. I can
assure him that a school is not closed without
much thought and effort on the part of the
depn‘m’r'lt o keep it open. Everything that
can be done to ]\e«\p a school open is done,
as the (‘(\])11“‘19% helieves that a school is
hotter for the child than the corves pondvnco
svstem. but although the school 1z closc
where neces:zary, tho child who was attend-
ing it will have the opportunity of education
by correspondence.

The T.eader of the Opposition made par-
icular reference to inspectors’ reports. cspe-
cmHv to those parts of the reports dealing
with the inefficient teacher. There are over
4,000 feachers in the State. and as has been
indicatod, it is quite possible that a number
¢f them will be inefficient or not up to the
average standard of teachers. It has been
suggested that the department does not deal

with these ineflicient teachers, but I can
assure hon. merbers that these teachers are
Cseverely dealt with by the department.
First and forcmost, «¢very opportunity is

en to the toacher to malke good. He is
ed of the inspector’s report, then azked
very earnestly to follow the advice given by
the inspector, because no inspector finds a
teacher inefficient without goed reasoun. 1If,
after all, it is found that thc teacher is not
efficient, he is asked to resign. When the
department asks  the teacher to  resign
genervally he does resign. The Lcader of the
Opposition suggested that th teachers who
were not quite up to the mark might be
brought to schools where they would get Lha

give

opportunity of secing better methods. T can
assure him that that is done, but he will
readily understand that there are  cases

Hon, F. 4. Cooper.]
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where it is difficult to do that. Take the
case of a teacher who has scrved in the
department between forty and {ifty years,
is getting towards the retiring age, and pos-
sibly becoming lax or losing his grip. How
difficult it is to dismiss him willy-niliy!
Flow difficult it is to bring that man who has
had charge of schools for thirty years into
another school to talke up a subordinate posi-
tion! That is a very difficult position,
indeced, but the officers of the department
handle all situations in a very tactful way,
and always with an eye to the hounour of the
teaching staff.

The Leader of the Opposition read from
page 42 of the reports of the inspectors, and
quoted portion of the report of Mr. Fletcher.
If he had read a little more he would have
seen and undcrstood what the department
is doing in that regard. Mr. Fletcher
states—

“ Quitc a number of the teachers dis-
played a greater degree of confidince than
formeriy, and this may be attributed to
their regular attendance at group meet-
ings.”

The department gives the tecachers every
opportunity of attending these group meet-
ings, o that they may improve their methods
and help each other, and undoubted!y
teachers have gained more confidence than
they had formerly, and to-day arec making
good. 1 quite recognise the difficulty in
regard to incficient teachers, and although
it is a great hardship on a teacher to be
dismissed or asked to rcsign, it is a greater
hardship on the children to be asked to put
up with the inefficient teacher. I agrce with
much that has been said in that matter, and
1 kelieve that the department should make
every effort to sce that all teachers are
thoroughly efficient. We shall not overcome
the difficulty by transferring an inefficient
teacher from school to school.

Mr. Moore: I am glad you recognisc that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Some of the children in my
electorate suffered for many years from what
I believe to have been an inefficient teacher,
and I would not like others to suffer like-
wise, but I believe we can best overcome the
difficulty by leaving it to the officers of the
deparment who have been dealing with this
matter for years and years and are gradually
getting out of the department those teachers
who are not ecfficient. It is difficult ade-
quately to sum up the matter with regard
to cfficiency, and it is recognised by many
teachers that different standards of efficiency
are adopted by different inspectors. A ‘“very
fair ”’ rveport by one inspector is equal to
“ good ”’ by another inspector. Long experi-
ence has given the oflicers of the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction a knowledge of
the value of cach inspector’s report. More
than that, I have known many cascs where,
rather than condemn the teacher upon the
report of one inspector, the department has
sent another inspector to verify the first
report or to ss¢ whether there is any possi-
bility ¢f the teacher’s making good. Where
it is found that there is no possibility of the
teacher’s improving, the tracher is asked to
resign, and 1f the hon. member will look at
the tables on pages 13 and 14 of the report
under the heading of  Left the service,” he
will find that last year altogether some 270
left the service.

Mr. MoozrE: They left to get married.
[Hon. F'. A. Cooper.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Thank goodness! That will
Lelp us to keep up the net average attend-
ance 1in six or seven years to come!
(Laughter.) Although that factor no doubt
operated six, seven, or eight yecars ago
more than it is operating to-day. Quite a
number of other cxplanations are given,
and it can be seen that, apart from those
who left to marry, at least 100 resigned.
Quite a number of the latter resigned at
the request of the department, because it
considered them to be inefficient.

The hon. the Lealer of the Opposition
also referred to the mental deficients and
the opportunity classes held in the various
schools for such, or for those who are back-
ward for some particular reason. I con-
gratulate the hon. member on having such
a good memory. Consciously or unconsci-
ously, he repeated to-day much of what
was said by Mrs. Longman when she was
a member of this Committee. I remember
the good lady standing at the back benches
of the Government and urging the very
things that the hon. gentleman urged to-day.
I remember the same lady introducing a
deputation to the then Home Sccretary, the
hon. member for Fitzroy, and urging the
establishment of a home for the housing of
these mental deficients. I am not sure
whether or not the hon. member for Fitzroy
took the matter to Cabinet and whether the
Cabinet turned it down or whether it was
referred to the Treasurer, who said that
there was no morey. I do know how-
ever, from the advocacy of Mrs. Longman,
and from the deputation that waited on the
then Home Secerctary, that this is by no
means a new thing, but has been agitating
the minds of people for some constderable
time past. The Department of Public
Instruction deals with those children who
are educable, and if there is any possibility
of educating such cbildren in any way what-
ever, then the department feels that it is
its duty so to do. What is to be done with
the child that cannot be dealt with in that
manner is for some other department to
decide. I can assure hon. members that
the Department of Public Instruction would
very much like to be relieved of the atten-
tion it has to give to certain of these chil-
dren, and thus be able to afford greater
opportunities in other directions; but so long
as no provision is made otherwise the depart-
mient will continue to give them that atten-
tion which it has been giving in the past.
In one school in respect of which I shall
mention neither the name nor the district—
g0 that it cannot be traced—certain assist-
ance is given every year by a lady who is
tharkful for the work that was done for her
son by the opportunity classes. By some
misfortune she had to leave her child in a
certain care for some considerable time, and
the child was neglected cducationally. So
soon as it came back to her care it was
placed in one of the opportunity classes in
one of our schools at some distance from her
home. The child made such excellent pro-
gress that by the time he reached the age of
thirteen years he was on the same level as
other boys of the same age and passed his
scholarship particularly well.

HoxourasLE Meysers : Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : It was not mentally deficient,

but it was backward, and the opportunity
school gave the teachers the opportunity of
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giving particular attention to that boy, and
thus bring him forward. Tt can be easily
understood that in the average class of
forty children that boy could not have
received the attention he got in the oppor-
tunity school. The opportunity schools do
excellent work in that direction. In some
cascs the school can make very little impres-
slon on the child, but if it can it does it,
and it does it particularly well.

I now come to certain remarks that were
made in reference to the correspondence
school. T have heard it stated over and over
agaln that the correspondence system is use-
less in the home where the parents Irave had
no cducation themselves. =~ That has been
disproved over and over again. In homes
where there are parents who have had prac-
tically no education the correspondence
systern has been In use and the children
have been brought along remarkably well.
The department holds letters to-day from
parents who say that the education thal
their children received from the correspond-
ence school enables them to be educated up
to a certain standard. Two parents in
particular thanked the department for the
educat.on that they received from their
little girl because she taught them, as she
was  taught through the correspondence
school. There are other parents who keep
themselves just a little ahead of the lessons
from the correspondence school so that they
may be able to help their children. Not-
withstanding all that has been said about
the system being useless where the parents
have had no education the system is undoubt-
edly a success. In hundreds of homes it is
readily admitted that the correspondence
classes helped the children. The parents have
helped the children, and the children in turn
have helped the parents.

The hon. member for Hamilton referred
to the itinerant teachers in Canada. We
have passed through that phase in Queens-
land. We believe the itinerant teacher is
not a success. 1 think one hon. member
suggested that because of the very few visits

that could be paid by the itinerant teacher
to the outback homes the system was
practically useless. The average number
of visits of the itinerant teacher to the

outback homes was 1.8 a year—it did not
reach an average of two a year. We have
forsaken that method, believing that the
correspondence school is doing the work in
a much better way and with greater advan-
tage to the children generally.

The hon. member for Ipswich referred to
the installation of a film projector at the
Silkstone State school. I saw, and he saw,
the educational films that were shown when
that lantern was placed in position. The
cinematograph is being used extensively in
other parts of the world. In America, Ger-
many, England, Italy, and France it is belnrr
nsed in pubhc or State schools, and I have
no doubt that it will be more extensively
used in Queensland also. The other day I
saw a catalogue of films for school purposes
submitted bv one manufacturing firm, and
it contained over 1,000 films from which a
choice could be made. This fact shows
how extensively the cinematograph is being
used in America. The latest magazines from
America show that many schools are now
using ‘“ talkie” films so that instruction is
being given by the voice, too. That is some-
thing that is undoubtedly going to develop
in the future.
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Mr. Moore: The American * talkies” will
have to be better than those that are bheing
exhibited now.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I have no doubt that they
serve a very excellent educational service in
America.  The British film ‘manufacturers
are also making films for use in schools, and
there will be no need for the Queensland
schools to draw upon American houses for
their films. The English houses will be_able
to supply all our requirements in that direc-
tion.

A little while ago the department, through
the conospondence classes, asked every child
taught by correspondence if there was a wire-
less instrument in the home. That was done
for the purpose of knowing just how far
the department could use wireless in teach-
ing the children who are in receipt of corres-
pondenco lessons. That information will be
very serviceable to the department in detsr-
mining to what lengths it can utilise wireless
to ho!p the children in various districts.
Wireless sets are not plentiful in the outback
parts of the State. Most of the instruments
were found within the range of the “ B
class stations, but there is no doubt that use
can be madec of these instruments, and that
the utilisation of wireless for educational
purposes will be extended. The department
1s anxicus to utilise wireless for educational
purposes, and the broadcasting stations are
not against the proposal. Naturally. a con-
siderable amount of organisation will have
to be carried out., The children in one dis-
trict, may be able to hear lessons at one
particular hour whilst children in another
district may not be able to hear the lessons
at the same hour. Many obstacles will have
to be overcome, but that will not prevent
a start from being made. T believe the
department will make an effort in that
direction in the near future.

I can assure the hon. member for Ipswich
that the question of endowment of technical
colleges is cne of anxiety to the Government
as well as the technical college committee of
which he is a member. EVCIV consideration
will be given to the matter, and his repre-
sentations in the matter will not be over-
looked.

Much has been said about high schools,
and of the entry by the department into
the field of secondary education. One would
think, after listening to some of the speeches
of hon. members, that the department had
quite recently established a number of high
schools. As a matter of fact, the department
entered the arena of sccondary school educa-
tion in 1912—that is when the first high
school was established. It would interest
quite a number of hon. members, especially
those who dcalt with the matter to know
that the last high school was eshablished as
far back as 1923. It is true that the Moore
Government established two high school
“tops,” one at Gayndah and another at
Boonah. The high school “ top” at Gayndah
has been discontinued, while the bigh school
“top” at Beonah is in such a precarious
position that it may have to be discontinued,
too. The point is that the department has
not recently entered the field of high school
training, and it has not established such an
institution since 1923. All that high schools
have been doing since 1923 is to hold their
OWIL.

Hon. . A. Cooper.]
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The hon. member for South Brisbane
referred to children of wealthy people win-
ning scholarships and attending secondary
schicols with their scholarships. In Queens
land we pride ourselves on the fact that
primary education is free. It matters not
whether it be the child of a millionaire or
the child of a working man—pumalv educa-
tion is compulsory and free. T met a lady
recenitly whose husband had come to Qucens-
land to fill a high position. His =alary was
in excess of £1,500 a year. She was somo-
what perturbed because she found it was
necessary to send her child to a primarcy
school.  She could not find in Quecnsland
the school which she thought would meet
with her requirements. What astonished her
more than anything was the fact that she
ceuld send her child to a primary school
without having to pay anvthing whatever.
After the child had been in attendance at
the school for a month she told me that the
child had made more progress in the primary
school In that short time than when in
attendance at a good private school in Eng-
land. She was truly pleased at the progress
of the child at the primary school, and
believed that such a school would give 110
child all that was desired in the matter of
education. Our cducational system is free in
the primary classes. The question whether
education in sccondary schools is to remain
frec is a matter for the people. Quite a number
of pronle believe that men recelving salaries
of £800 and £300 a year should not use the
scholavship svstem for the education of their
children.  That 1s a matter entirely for the
people concerned.  Probably in the future
that question will be dealt swith, but while
things are as they are no alteration will be
made.

Mr. Braxyn: The child has to be considered.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I am very pleased to hear
that remark.

I was very pleased to hear the remarks
concerning the Schecol for the Blind and
Deaf. and the request of the hon. member
for South DBrisbanc that a rvecrecation hall
be erected will receive serious attention in
the near future. There is a shortage of
money for these things. First and foremost
our great need is to spread education over
as great an area as possible, and provide
teachers and buildings, particularly in out-
back centres. Anything that can possibly
be done in that direction is being done.

The hon. member for Toowoomba urged
that the university be built at Toowoomba.
I congratulate him on having that desire for
the advancement of his district. I could tell
him a way whereby he could get the univer-
sity for Toowoomba. If he could induce
a number of wealthy people in and about
Toowcomba to give a sum of about
£250.000 for the crection of the buildings
the university would gladly establish itself
in Toowoomba. Noiwithstanding the special
grant which hos been made to the umvm%lty.
T think that if some district in Queensland
had sufficient interest in education to offer
a site and the money for the erccticn of a
university building, that district would have
a favourable opportunity of getting a
university,

Myr. Gonrrey Moraax: Where are you
going to find the pcople with the money?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : That is a problem for the

[Hon. ¥. A. Cooper.
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district concerncd. Although Queensland is
a young State, I am sure it gives hon. moem-
bers uomo.\ha. of a lump in The throat when
they go to other States, particularly a State
liko Somh Australia, and sce the wonderful
cndowments for art, science, and cducation
that have bern made by public spirited
people.

Mr, Maxwrrr: That is before they met
such heavy taxation.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Before and after; taxation
does not stop the development of public

spirit. The thing that is against public
spirit is something that I would not like

to mention to the Committee.

Mr. MaxvinL: Do you mean to suggest
that the distriet with the most money can
got the university ?

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : If a site and sufficient money
for the crection of a university building were
offered Ly a district, I think the um\cxsﬂcy
authorities would be foolish not to accept the
offer, provided the district were suitable,

Mr. Lreweryx: Toowoomba is the most
suitable place in the State.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: There is something more
than tying the whole of everything in the
capital of the State. Is Brishane to be the
only centre in Queensland?  Surely Too-
woomba or Roc khampton has a right to have
the opportunity of a university if it is pre-
pared to do the right thing. What is likely
to cause Brisbanc to lose much of its present
prestige will be its selfishness in this regard.
We are not going to hold North Queensland
as a part of Queensland unless North Queens-
land is treated properly. TUndoubtedly we
have to look at these things in a broad
light. Much as I admire the advocacy of the
hon. member for Toowong I advise him
and all other people interested in Brisbane
to see that Brisbane does the same.

Mr. Xeyxy: You nced to act in a broad
way as well as look in a broad way.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: 1 think we do. At any rate,
the first thing to do is to look in the broad
way, and the other will naturally follow.
I advise the hon. member for Cook to make
a beginning., He will never act in the broad
way himself until he learns to look in the
broad way.

Mr. Kexny: I have been trying to teach
yeu for a long time.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN:
STRTUCTION: I can assure the hon. mem-
b or it is not because I am a bad pupil. It
is possibly because I have a bad teacher.

Ttem (Chicf Office} agreed to.

INEPECTION.
The SECRWTARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)

[5.28 p.m.}: I move—
“That £14,828 be granted for ¢ Inspec-
tion.” ”
This vote provides for the salaries and

travelling expenses, sustenance allowances,
ote., of the inuspectorial staff. The amount
required is £731 less than the appropriation
for the previous year, and this reduction is
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primarily due to certain adjustinenis that
will be (ffected in the stall during the cur-
rent finaucial year on account of retivements
of two Inspectors.

In respoet of contingencics, the amount
asked fm- is the same as the appropriation
for 1932-33. and this vote now stands at the
minimun consiztent with safety and the cffec-
tive m,untvna“(o of this most Important
vice.  Of th nount of £4,000 for trav
ling expenscs approximatc]y £1,100 is paid

H

to the Railway Uepartment.

Ttem agreed to.

MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL INSPECTION.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (#Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[6.29 p.m.]: [ move—

1}141 £16,735 e gmntLd for ¢ Medi-

cal aml Dental Inspection.” ”

Thi: vote shows an increase of £1,294, of
which £206 is attributable to salaries and
£1.038 to coutingencies.

The increase in the number of officers is
primarily due to the re-transfer to the depart-
ment of the nurses conducting the hookworm

s, The retivement of the two medical

|CIY l’ b
officers was effectcd during the previous finan-
cial vesr, and whilst it has not been possible

to d])p(ullt an ophtha‘moloﬂht necessary pro-
vision has been made in the contingencies
Estimates for special gerviess to be conducted
by Dr. Brown ({(Longreach) and Dr. Mavks
(Brishane) and additional part-time medical
officers, in connection with the cyes of the
¢hildren in the remote portions of the State.

My. FOLEY (¥Normanby) [5.30 pm.]: I
cannot throw any bouquets at the depart-
ment with regard to the method that hus
been adopted in restricting the operations
of the (lemal clinic services in the country
portions of the State, This is one of the
most important votes in conuection with this
department, yvet a rather skinflint attitude Is
being adopted with regard to country ser-
vices. I had occasion a little while ago to
make representations on behalf of the resi-
dents of Sapphiretown and Rubyvale, who
have had no dental inspection for over a
period of twelve months, and to ask that
the inspector should be allowed ifo visit
those places.

At. 531 p.m,,

The ('HAIRMAN resumed the chair.

My, FOLEY : The department—miservably,
in my opinion—advised that if transport
could be arranged for a pal distance of
13 or 14 miles from the railway station the

dental inspector would call in at those
places on his next visit to the distriet. It
appears to me rather unrcasonable that in
the city areas we maintain a full staff, and

give the finest dental services to the thickly
populated areas, yet to save a few miserable
pounds we are prejudicing the health of the
childven in the country portions of the State
by not giving them vregular visits from
dental inspectors. What I say in respect to
Sapphiretown and Rubyvale would no doubt
apply to many other isolated country towns

throughout the western portions of the
State.

Mr. Goprrey Morean: All over Qucens-
land.

Mr. FOLEY: DProbably in all parts of

Queensland., It 15 up to the Minister to

[14 NovewBER.]
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recommend to Cabinet a greater vote, so
that dental Inspectors can carry out their
Gperations in western and other outlying
paris of Quennsland as they did when the
schone was first instituted.  The inspectors
were then giving good and regular service,
ar:l thers wore no cgmplalnts from poople
in izolat-d districts, It is stretching things
a little too far when sidents who are
Jdreacds in a bad plight through unemploy-
e and the falling off in the prices of
their products are asked to raise the mouey
to bring the dental inspector a few miles
from t‘m mllwav station. The little extra
expense  that might be incurred could no
doubt be m xdc up by carrying on with one
inspector less in the densely populated por-
tions of the State and transferring that
officer to the country areas. I commend the
matter to the Minister for considération.
These country children require all the atten-
tion we can give them. They are isolated,
and their parents are doing their part
towards the wealth production of the State.
If we can give such good attention to the
city children we can also give efficient ser-
vice to the children in the isolated parts of
the State.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilln) [5.34
pm.}: I support the hon. member for Nor-
manby in his protest against the differential
treatment being meted out to the bush parts
of the State as compared with the cities.
There are dentists in almost every centre in
the cities, and it is not difficult for people
to take thelr children to them.

Mr. KExxy:
too.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Out in the
country many of the children have to travel
100 miles or more to the necarest dentist, and
the children are not getting the sympathetic
treatment to which they are entitled. The
Government should say: “ We arc going to
see that these dentists give the children in
the country the best attention.” The chil-
dren in the country have not the same oppor-
tunity for getting treatment as those in the
cities, and 1t would be right for the Govern-
ment to say: ‘‘Although we cannot at
present afford to employ more men fo go
round to the country children, we will see
that the country childven get preference,
and we will leave the eity children alone for

]

They have the dental college,

a little while. ” Tt will do them good to
be neglected for a little while. They get
all the privileges and plums, and the

children in the bush get all the stones. The
people in the city want spoon-feeding, and
expect the Government to do eversthing for
them. We sacrifice ourselves in the country
for the upkeep of our hospitals, for instance

Mr. G. €. TavrLor: The price of wool has
made a wonderful difference in the psycho-
logy of country representatives.

Mr., GODFREY MORGAN: The hon.
member has had a little bhit of bush experi-
ence.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: Although he
has had more cxpeuonce of the city he has
knocked about a bit in Victoria, and knows
perfectly well, like every true (‘ptnmbt that
we all like to congregate in the city where
we have the comforts. None of us—not even
school teachers—desire to remain too long
in the bush. They think they have a rigit

Mr. Morgan.]
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to get a turn of that little bit of luxury
that is excmplified by the city.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am point-
ing out that the hon. member who has just
resumed his seat was on the right track
when he stated the country children should
get preference, owing to the fact that they
have no opportunity of visiting a dentist,
who perhaps is located miles. and miles
away. Unfortunately, whether the Govern-
ment of the day be Labour or Nationalist,
when there is a curtailment of e\pen(hture
in any department it is the people who live
in the country who have to sulfer. If we
have to curtail our cxpenditure, let us
make the people situated in the cities suffer
first. In the cities there are dentists at
almost overy street corner, who are in need
of remunerative work. Many people who
obtain the {ree dental treatment provided
by the Government are well able to afford
the services of an independent dentist.
Unfortunately, we are treating the chil-
dren of parents who can well afford to pay
a dentist without getting Government assist-
ance. I hope and trust that the Nlinister
will give consideration to the complaint
10(1}:05 by the hon. member for Normanby,
and after going into the matter thoroughly
will arrange for the transfer of some of
those dentists doing the work in the city to
country districts, even if it is to be at a
loss to the department. Parents in the city
have every facility for getting dental treat-
ment if they so desire.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBILIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[5.39 p.m.]: I have listened o what hon.
members have said and wish to inform
them that consideration will be given to it.

The increased cost necessitated by the
visits of the dentists to the hundreds of
schools off the railway line is altogether too
heavy to be borne. One of the things to be
considered in this respect is the principle of
““the greatest good for the greatest num-
ber.”” For what it would cost to treat five
children a considerable distance from the
railway line we could treat 250 children
at other centres.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: In the cities they
have the dentists at their doorsteps and can
themselves get treatment.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I can assure hon. members
that all these things will be considered, and
if the vote can be increased, it will be.

Ttem (Medical and Dental Inspection)
agreed to.

QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[6.40 p.m.]: T move—
¢ That £7,000 be granted for ¢ Queens-
land University.” ”
This appropriation of £7,000 is, of course, in
addition to the omlowment of £16,000 pro-
vided under schedule C in pursuance of the
* University of Queensland Act Amendment
Act of 1922 Under this Act the annual
endowment was prescribed at £20,000, buf
under the provisions of the * Financial Emer-
geney Act of 19317 the prescribed amount was
reduced by 20 per cent., which brings the
amount down fo £16, 000 now referred to.
Ttem agreed to.

[Mr. Morgan.
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TRAINING COLLEGE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. . A. Cooper, Bremer]
541 pm.J: I move—

“ That £17,594 be granted for * Train-

ing College.” ”’
The vote shows a small reduction, pri-
marily due to replacements in the instrue-
tional staff. Provision has been made alsc

for the restoration of automatic increases as
from the 1st October or from the due date.
The salaries vote is, however, £229 less
than for the previous year. In respeet of
scholarships to the training college. the same
amount has been provided as in 1932-33. Of
this amount dpmoxnnatoly £7,750 is requirved
to meet hdbﬂltlgs on 10(0unt of rxisting
senior and junior scholarship holders at the
college. The balance of the vote iz required
to meet liabiiities in connection wiih fmthm

scholarships, senior and junior, to be
awarded as from Ist January next, and to
provide railway fares in connection with
such awards,

TItem agreed to.

QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL AND:

COLLEGE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Lremer)
{6.43 p.m.]: I move—

“That £17,845 be granted for * Quesns-
land  Agricultural High School and
College.””’

Tho vote shows the small increase of £21T.
Salaries have been inercased by £870. It
will be observed that provision has been
made for the appointment of an instructor
in agriculture.  The position of assistant
to 1‘[&11[ breeder was provided during the
previous year in the wages vote. In the con-
tingency vote there is a reduction of £653,
of which £250 kas been brought about by
the transfer of a wages hand 1o a salar ied
position, as stated. The remaining reduction
has been effected by economy 1 working

costs of the institution.
Mr. SPARKES (Dalby) [644 pm.]: I
should like 1o be able to congratulate

the Minister either on abolishing the college
altogether or reducing the number of men
omploved in the conduct of the institution.
We are reduced to a preity bad state of
affairs when it takes sixty-two men to con-
trol less than 1,700 acres of ground—twenty-

five men styled the principal. the hostienl-
terist, the enginecer, and other salaried
officers, with no fewrr than thivty-seven

inen on \V(}g(:‘,.
tals, together with wages,

The equipment and inciden-
absorb £10,285.

lnn SECRETARY FOR AruxcuuRF Ty is
money well spent.
Mr. SPARKES: Thank God the hon.

gentleman is not managing anv land Jor
mo if those are the results he would show!

1 do not know how boys trained ar this in-
stitution arc going to fare later on in life.
One hon nember opposite said that a rela-

tive of his had attended the institution and
he was confident that he had gained a great
deal of knowledge thereby. T cannot sce

anvthing favourable to the institution in
the report by the principal, but I do notice
this—

“Diiss J. Trevethan vesigned her post-
tion during the vear, and it has been
temporariiy fl”cJ b‘ Misses O'Conror
and Mechan.’
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That in keeping with the conduct of
Governm-nt iustitutions—two ave cmployed
to replace one.  That is the sort of thing
that 1z going on. It is a disgrace to think
that a college must be conducted in the way
in which this one is conductrd. I was hop-
ing that the Minister, who has shown busi-
ness acumen in other directions——

Mr. G. C. Tavior: Have you been able
fo scll him any bulls?

AMre. SPARKES: T have told the hon.
member enough about bulls.  (Laughter.)

He would be a bull no longer if I had my
way. (Laughter.) He is not cvan a suitable
bull. He 1x one of the type that is bred
at Gatton. T desive to enter my emphatic
protest against the way in which this insti-
tution is being conducted, and I do it by
movirg the following amendment:—
“That the item ‘ Quecensland Agricul-
tural High School and College, £17,845,
be roduced by £1.7

Mr. KENNY (Cook) 15,51 p.m.]: I regrct
that the hon. member for Dalby has seen fit
to move his amendment. I realise that
there may be something in his contention
that the number of men employed as
labourcrs  at the Qucensland Agricultural
High School and College gives cause for
thought. but T do not desire the impression
to go abroad that the collegz is not a good
place for parents to send their children fo.
T had the pleasure when we were the Go-
vernment of going through the college with
a committee. I was very impressed, After
inspecting the college I came to the con-
clusion that it was a very good institution
to which to send young lads immediately
after pasiing the scholarship examination in
crder to qualify for the junior university
cxamination. T queried, as the hon. member
for Dalby has done, the numbeor of Iabourers
employad  at  the college. After going
ithrough the institution, I recognised that
changes could be made for the benefit of
the people and the college itself. The com-
mittee ] was associated with recommended
to the Moore Government that the college
be handed over to the Department of Agri-
culture. I still believe that would be a
better course to adopt. This would put the
operations of the college under the contrel
of the Department of Agriculture, and the
educational facilitics could be carried on in
conjunction with the Department of Public
Tustruction.  On going thrcugh the college
one is struck with the amcunt of practical
worle done; but I discovered a great amount
of overlapping, especially in connection with
agricu'tural experiments. That overlapping
could be overcome if the agricultural side
of the college were placed under the control
of the Department of Agriculture,

Mr. G. C. TavLor: Would vou like a school
of tropical scierice cstablished in the Cook
electorate?

Mr. KENNY: I have alwars advocated
one, and from what I have scen I am satis-
fied that such a school in Nerth Queensland
would be a great advantage, not inerely
to that part cf the State, but the who'le of
it.  In fairness to the Quecnsland Agricul-
tural High School end College, T must say
that if my boy rcached an age when he
was about fo leave school T would permit
him to take out his scholarship at the
collegr, In order to qualify for the junior
from there.  If he never went any further
than that stage, the practical agricultural
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e he would obtain during the
i e was qualifying for his junior
«d it him for after life.
agre: with the hon. member for Dalby
up to the point that there are too many
labonrers for the number of pupils to be
taught. There is, however, aunother side to
that qnuestion. If you make the lads do all
the practical work and in eonsequence they
sacrifice their tuition, it may not be to their
advantage. The only veason I disagree with
the hoi. member in moving the reduction
of this vote is that people may get the
impression that the college is not serving a
good purpose, and, whilst T am advocariag
the cxtensicn of a scheme like that to North
Queensland, 1 wculd nor like to give that
impression to people who we are hoping will
send their children to such a college. I agree
with the hon. member for Dalby that some
change could be made in regard to the num-
ber of workers at Gatton Collcge in compari-
son with the number of pupils there. I
referred to that matter when I was a mem-
Ler ot the Government party of the day.
Taling it all round, Gatton College is serv-
ing a good purposc in this State, and I
urge the Minister, in conjunction with the
Secretary for Agriculture, to start such a
college in North Queensland.
Mr. SpsrkEs: Another baby to carry?

Mr. KENNY: No; at a later date I shall
be able to show where money could be saved
in other directions to compen:ate for that
expenditure.

Mr. WIENIIOLT (Fascifcen) [5.567 pom.]:
The hon. member for Dalby 1s quite right.
It seems absurd to have not only the officers
but also thirty-s: ven working farm hands on
this emall place. T cannot for the life of
me sce what the boys have lcft to do.

The SECRETARY FOR AgRICULTURE : Those are
not thirty-seven farm hands; they are
stewards, cooks, and so on.

Mr. WIENHOLT: All the same, it scems
to be utterly ridiculous to have that num-
ber on a farm of about 1,700 acres. I do
not know what the boys do; I do not know
what they could do. They cannot do much
practical work if as many employees as stated
arc at this College. I agree with what the
hon. member for Dalby says, and I support
the move for the reduction of the vote by
£1 if by his motion he mcans that the expen-
diture is too heavy. When we come to
think that approximately £18,000 is spent
annually on this institution, we wonder
whether the whole game is worth the candle.

The SECRLETARY FOR PUBLIC 1IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Dremer)
[5.58 p.m.]: Let mec reply to those who pre-
fer the old methods to the new. Some time
ago I was out at Camooweal, and the doctor
there pointed with pride to a new maternity
ward which had just been completed, and
he said, ¢ This is the finest thing of its kind
outside DBrisbane.” Then he pointed to a
shack of two rooms with a narrow veranda
of 4 feet—a shack that was just high enough
off the ground to allow the goats to get
under it. A dozen goats were camped on
the veranda, and under the house, I sup-
pose, about twenty; and the doctor said
to me, *“ And in that shack is the first woman
who should go into the new maternity
ward, but she prefers to have her child in
that shack in the company of all the goats
and cverything else surrounding the place.”

Hon. F. A. Cooper.]
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There are still people who nave the greatest
pessible  admiration for Sarah Gamp and

the dear old methods of tnc dear old {imes.
© They were good enough for my mother
and good cnough for my grandmother,” they
“and why not good enough for us
What do we necd with all this
attention in the matter of accouche-
s (’mm‘ long ago by Sarah

expert
ment when it was
Gomp and is done to-day by the black

gins

\\1thoub any let or hindrance? Good

enough for thim; good enough for us )’
The hon. member for Dalby. so far as the
Queensland  Agricw tural F swoul and
(Colle is concerned, is still in the Sarah
Gamp stage.  The hon. member can see
nothing good iu #cience or in progre all

;
an what a man
a sharpened stick

h. ety 1= {o give a1
had 1n the davs of Adam
and a bitrle bit of grou so that he may get
a 1“x1\(‘>t. The hon. member has no cen-
ception of advancement or the things that
make for advancement. The hon. member
has no idia of what education means

MMr, You are not fair. Look at
the business he is working himself. IIe does
not work it on those methods.

The SECRET ARY FOR
STRUCTION : ;

PUBLIC IN-
for himself, the latest
and the very be\t; and let Oveu‘bod_, else
hoe his own row. What a wonderful policy !
The chief objection of the hon.
Dalby scems to bz to the
labourcrs emploved zt Gatton College,

the inference, of course, is that the pers
enumerated in  the vete are all
labourers, but that is not so. There are
twelve or fourteen farm labourers, but there
are a good mauny instructors and other skilled
workmen necessary in  connection with a
college where there ere over 204 students.

Mr. Sparkrs: Do they do any work?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Of course they do a lot of
work, 1 weuld du‘ent the hon. member’s
attention to the title, Qllm‘mhnﬂ Acgvicul.
tural Ifigh School and College.”” Tt is some-
thinrg more than a farm; it 1s a high school
and collége and ~d for a particular
purpose. Of course, with regard to the
matter of practical work the hon. member is
correct, but the other activitics are the main
portion of the work on which the money is
expended. If I remember vightly the hon.
member for Dalby said that we are spending
£18.000 on this item. I =npp0% he would
be quite satisfied if we spent only £6.000 or
£7.000; at any rate, he would not object so

moember for
number of
and

much.
Mr. Sparxes: I object to the whole thing.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

TRU(,THL\ Somowhcu‘ about £10,000 or

5‘11 090 is reccived for sales, fees, cte.
Mr. Sparkzs: You do rot work at a profit.
The SECRETARY FOR PT CBLIC IN-

STRUCTION: We do not work our primary
schools at a prefit.  Nobodv intended the
Agricultural High Se ﬂool and Col lege to be

vomed at a profit in that sensc. As I
mentioned on a previous ocecasion in the
Chamber., the hon. member’s idea
always wrapped up in profit—eve

must show a profit! 1 suppcese tha most
snecessful and acceptable undertaking that
Queensland has 1s its edncational
consequentiy, the work done at CGatton is
very profitable to the Siate. If we could
show an expenditure of £18,000 and an
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income of £20,000, we probably would satisfy
the hon.

membe we could get that by
rvicultural  labourers--making

agricultural labourers of them aid nothmg
but this college is educating | i
proper way, and is doing a m
work for the State. If that were
why do people send their sens there?
is thmc a greater demand from prospective
students t]um we can accommodate ?  \Why
iz it that the college is so popular and that
> have bors there from every
Stahs? Their fathers are In a i te
send them to Gatton College for a poriod.
member for
and, as I safd he can
ricubture. e hon.
: way

The arguments used by the hon.
Dalby

are ridiculons
importance in

gutnent
during the afteynoon—that he wa
on anxthing being done in the w
cuilture.  ITle desires to =ec the mo
with the idea of bringing in a profit. 1
can assure him that it is brix g in the
greatest of prefits in the war in “ohieh it
15 cducating voung men. and long may it
centinue to do that! T feel sure that the
good =ense of the Clommitten \\"I ]n(\\all
and that the vote will not be reduced.

Mr. EDWARDS (\ulm 0) [7.6 p.om]: Tt
iz unfortunate that ©
of this zort art
oxtremes and ridicules the

spent

i,

made from every point of view.
the moving of H’\o amendment by ihn ]on
sember for Dalby we have certainls reseived

1. lahourers
Colicgr. how
of work

information as to what the
are doing at the Agrieultural
many there are, and what classes
they are doing.

The hon. the Minister goes out of his way
in an endeavour to show that the hon.
member for Dalby does not stand for any
class of education. Ile then goes on to guote
an incident out West in which women would
rather be confined in a house with the goats,
as 1t were, than go to a modern mrormtv
ward that had been established in the
locality, TIs that not a ridiculous illustra-
tion to put forward? It is unfortunate
that immediately opposition is offered to
anvthing the person who sponsors it iz held
an as being against education or =science.
Nothing of the sort has ever been mentioned
by any hon. member on ths side «of the
Chamb Our only desive is to have the
thing discussed. and we put forward illustra-
tions to exemplify our arguments. At Gatton
College they are educating the boys in theory.
OF course, it is said thab the practical side
of the subject is also demonstrated to the
lads. In ordm to prove the worth of the
educstion given them at the eollege. T would
like to wco a lad graduating there given
£1.000 and sent away to make good without
receiving any further practicsl education than
that he received at the college. in my
opinion he would pro\'e a failure in nine
cases out of ten.  The Minister cannot pos-
sibly criticize the hon., member for Dalby
with success, for he illustrated his argument
with instances from his own business. It is
known that cattle bred br the hon. member
for Dalby are well known throughout the
lengt‘n and breadth of Australia. and it must
not be forgotten that the horn. member i3 con-
ducing hl: own business. Would not a boy
recciving practical instruction by the hon
meniber for Dalby in his own line of business
be better equipped than one graduating from
the Agrieultural College? I have no doubt
the matter at all. After all, we should
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meet one another half way when debating
these questions and endeavour to help each
other without casting ridicule one on the
other.

During the term of the Moore Government
some of the country representatives decided
that the administration of the Agricultural
College would be better under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture than under the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. A conference
was called with a view to finding a solution,
but immediately the representatives at that
conference took sides, The educational por-
tion of the confercnce and the professor in
charge of the college definitely took up the
stand that it would not be for the progress
of the college, and that we were not capable
of discussing the question. It is a prefty
sad commentary on the men with practical
knowledge if that is so. As a matter of fact,
I do not believe it is. It is necessary in
order to make the success of anything that
a student should have practical as well as
theoretical education. During the course of
my life I have seen a man able to speak five
or six languages and otherwise highly edu-
cated making a failure, while the so-called
uneducated but otherwise practically educated
man has made a great success. That is an
extremc case, 1 admit; nevertheless, it is
true. To my mind some form of security
should be offered to those lads who go to
the college to be educated that they will be
able to make a success of their lives. If it
came to a showdown I have no doubt that
3100 boys who had practical experience with
a practical farmer would make a greater
success on the land than 100 lads taken from
the Agricultural College. I have had much
experience in connection with the land. I
have watched the lads who have come
through the college and have noticed the
attitude taken up by them. Their first desire
is to purchase every possible class of
machinery. They cannot adapt a particular
machine to meet their requirements of the
moment. An enormous amount of money is
rerquired to purchase the machinery that they
deem to be necessary. They want every
thing up to date. They even want buildings
similar to those in use abt the college. I do
not say that applies in every case, but it is
the general rule.

Gatton Agricultural High School and Col-
lege should be administered by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. If the boys do not
require agricultural training, then they can
attend the high schools and other secon-
dary schools. I do not think that there is
any need for St. Lucia for the training of
bhoys. They could be trained at Gatton
College. Nor do I think that there is any
need for the Animal Health Station at Yee-
rongpilly. That work, too, can be carried
out at Gatton. The boys should be given
an opportunity to obtain knowledge of this
work. I am sure that the Secrctary for
Agriculture would agree with me on that
point. Capable veterinary surgeons skilled
in hoth the practical and theoretical side are
difficalt to obtain in Australia. The officers
trained in veterinary science are stationed
at the chief office. The poultry expery is
stationed at the chief office. I suppose if he
were required at the Agricultural College
he would be borrowed  There ave many
people who would gladly welcome the assizt-
ance of scientific knowledge. Many people
are cngaging in the poultry industry, but
here we have the poultry bred at +he ccllege
whilst the expert is stationed in Brizbaue.
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The same applies to pigs. The pig expert
is stationed at the Department of Agrical-
ture, and the pigs are at the college. 1 am
satisfied that if the Seerctary for Agriculture
and the Premicr, who has had a vast experi-
ence in the administrative side of the De-
partment of Agriculture, were to speak tleir
minds, they would say that the college should
be controlled by the Department of
Agriculture.

There is also such a thing as cramming
boys who propose to go on the land.
man who is to be a successful farmer cannot
be a tinsmith, a saddler, a carpenter, and
everything else. It is said that it is an
advantage to be a handyman, and so it Is.
It is quite a good thing to be able to make
your own gate, but if a farmer had to-
feave his farming to make a gate or to menda
the buckets, the chances are that there
would be no crop, the cows would have no
feed, and there would be nothing to pub
in the buckets. That is why I contend that
it ix wrong to cram a farmer with too much
academic education, I remember a gentle-
man coming to my district on cne occaslon
inquiring of a farmer if he had sowed his
paddock with wheat. The farmer said that
he had. He said, “Did you treat the
wheat?” and on being told that he had, he
inquired as to who had showed bim how to
do it. He said, < Mr. Edwards showed me.
I took the wheat over there and he did it
He said, “ Well, he knows noth-
ing about it. You should take so many
grains to so many pints of wheat, and yow
should weigh out the material very care-
fully.” That gentleman came to me and
asked me if I had shown the farmer how to
treat his wheat. I said that I had, and he
said, “It is a pity that you did not see me
before you did it.” T ‘inquired why, and
he told ‘me, according to his views. I said,
“ You have commenced farming opurations.
T will give you two years on the land if you
carry out that procedure.”” He was off the
land just after the first year. The man for
whom I pickled the wheat is now living
in Brisbane, and his boys are working the
farm on shares.

T do not wish for a moment to discredib
the benefit of education. I realise that
science is invaluable in industry, but with-
out practical knowledge industry would be
ruined.  The practical side is of prime
importance, but scientific advice can be of
material assistance to the practical agricul-
turist. The sensible section of the farming
community acquire that knowledge as they
proceed with their business and put it into
practice. I hope the Minister and his
Government will take this into considcration
and come to realise that there is no ncces-
sity for this enormous expenditurc on the
different colleges and training schools for
boys. If a boy «desires technical education,
then there are educational institutions
where he can acquire it, and if he desires
to sccure an agricultural education, then he
should be able to get it at an agricultural
college.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggeray [7.18
p.m.]: I congratulate the Minister on _the
splendid work that is being performed af
the Queensland Agricultural High School
and College.  After listening to the hon.
members for Dalby and Nanango, one can
come to no other conclusion than that they
are suffering very much from an inferiority
complex. They believe that no advancement

Mr. G. C. Taylor.]
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should be made in the science of agriculture.
According to the hon. member for Nanango,
a linguist would starve on a farm, whereas
a man who could only talk on his fingers
would be one of the greatest successes of
modern times. The hon. member for Dalby
desires agricultural high schools abolished,
because he does not believe that any good is
accomplished by imparting to students a
first-class technical and agricultural know-
iedge in order to equip them for a life on
the land. There may be a difference be-
tween the work of agricultural high schools
and the work of the Department of Agri-

culture. T believe therc is. An agricultural
high school is primarily an educational
institution, whereas the Department of

Agriculture is organised to assist and give
advice to men working our land who nced
scientific advice in order to increase the
productivity of the soil. The Agricultural
High School receives youths a little beyond
the school uge and imparts knowledge that
the man on the land really needs. The
problem of education is one to which this
State and every other State should give
serious consideration. The expenditure of
£18,000 on an institution such as the Queens-
land Agricultural High School and College
is not large enough. More such institutions
should be cstablished around the country.
After all, one has only to compare the wealth
of this State thirty or forty years ago with

its wealth production to-day to understand .

that that inercased wealth was not won
without the application of science. The hon.
member for Dalby has come in on a big wave
which will prove a “dumper’” before it
“finishes,

Mr. SPARKES (Dalby) [7.22 p.n]: The
Minister commence:d by t:lling this Com-
wittee how I should conduct my business.
Al T nced say in reply is that had I con-
ducted my business in the past according
to the methods that he and his colleagues
are conducting this State I would be in a
very poor way indeed.  Possibly he thinks
that, like the State, so long as I ¢an continue
to borrow T shall be able to carry on, but
fortunately the private individual doeg not
get the same lenieney as Governments, and
15 not allowed to go on borrowing without
some brake being put upon him. 1 was
rather smused to hear the hon. member
who huas just resumed his seat give utter-
ance to the opinion that the expenditure on
agricultural colleges should be considerably
more than this Committes is asked to vote.
Coming from the hon. member, such a
vemark s quite understandable, because,
when speaking in this Chamber recently, he
said that the sooner people recogrised  that
they must conduct their busincss without
any view to profit, and produced only suffi-
cient for their own use, the better it would
be for this world in gencral. Fow can wo
take seriously one who holds such views?
The Mintster laid stress on the value of
cducation; but in all seriousncss T ask the
hon. gentleman: If it is possible to attain
the same cbjective with less expense, would
1t not be better to do s0? Would it not be
better for the boy that all these things should
be donc in the most inexpensive way '
Surely it is not in the bost interests of any
boy that he should grow up under the most
elaborate and expensive conditions! I
speak in all seriousnes in this respect. There
is no reason why a boy should not learn all
¥ie can, but this institution should be brought

[Mr. @, €. Taylor.
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down to a business basis, and if properly
run it sheuld be self-contained. The Minister
said the sixty-two men there were mainly
all cooks. If that be so, I can only say
that they are having a wonderful time.

The SecreTARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I said that there were cooks and others
there,

Mr. SPARKES : There are cooks on many
properties, but a man with one hundred odd
shearers does not have sixty cooks! (Laugh-
ter.)

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You said there were sixty agricultural
labourers.

My, SPARKES: Every farm is conducted
on business lines. It does not overstaff.

The SecreTsry ror PurBLic INSTRUCTION :
This is not a farm.

Mr. SPARKES: I know that, but portion
of it 1s a farm. There are thirty-seven
employces shown on wages, apart from the
lecturer in animal husbandry and other offi-
cials, the whole staff numbering sixty-two.
What are these thirty-seven men doing?

The hon. member for Nanango has sug-
gested that this college would be much
better under the Department of Agriculture.
It could not be much worse, and if there
is any chance of any betterment by retrans-
ferring it to the Department of Agriculture
I would support that move. This much can
be said for it: The Secretary for Agri-
culture believes in white pigs, but the Queens-
land Agricultural High School and College
believes in black pigs, so that the Secrctary
for Public Instruction stands condemned by
one of his own ministerial colleagues.
Although the Sccretary for Agriculture spoke
in this Chamber about the merits of the
white pig, the Secretary for Public Instiue-
tion turned round and sent to Melbourne
for a black pig for which he paid eightcen
guineas. Yet the Secrctary for Public
Instruction takes strong exception when 1
condemn any action of his. All T can say is
that I have cntered my protest, and appar-
ently I am not greatly supported; but in all
seriousness I say that if the Blinister goes
into the affairs of this institution—I believe
he is sufficiently keen on his business to do
this—he will {ind there is room for improve-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(tIon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [7.28 p.m.]: I
bhad not intended to offer any remarks in
reference to the vote, but several hon. menm-
bers opposite have discussed the operations
of my own department in association with
the affairs of Gatton College, and I think
this debate assumes a complexion rather dif-
ferent from its superflicial aspect. It is
obvious that two schools of thought are
operating—one, the school of thought that
subscribes to the old, primitive methods of
agriculture, and the newer school of thought
that subscribes to the prudent fact that
science is the handmaiden of agriculture.

Mr. Sparkes: That you can spend as much
money as you like?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member who moved for the reduc-
tion of this vote scems 1o be greatly exercised
in his mind about the fact that we are pre-
pared to spend a comparatively small sum of
money on agricultural education. What does
agricultural education mean to our State?
ITon. members opposite are assuring us 1n
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and out of season that our future as a people,
as a Commonwealth, and as a nation depends
upon agriculture—that the primary nccessity
is prosperity in agriculture; yet we find
hon. mewmbers opposite representing impor-
tant agricultural constituencies prepared to
condemn the outstanding example of agri-
cultural education that we have in our State.

Mr. SparxES: Let us run it eon business
lines.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
We will accept that challenge and reply to
the assumption—a mere vague assumption—
that the Queensland Agricultural High School
and College is not being conducted on busi-
ness lines. T am in the position of being an
observer in this regard. I am not in any
way responsible, except as a member of the
Cabinet, for the conduct of Gatton College,
but I want to say that it is run on business
lines and is making a contribution the value
of which cannot be conceived by the hon.
member who moved the reduction of this
vote. Let me make some reference to the
contribution that Gatton College is making
to the wellbeing of agriculture in our State.
A suggestion that (xatton Uollege was not
malki any contribution was made hy the
hon. member for Nanango. T.ef mo give one
example in this direction that will convince
him that it is making a verv valvable contri-
bution to his comtl*uoma althovgh he may
not know it. One of the most succes:ful
varieties of maire that we have cncountered
for some considerable time has beon evelved
and is known as Durum. That is a most sub-
stantial contribution to the agricuitural life
of our Shm\ and also to the welibeing of
maizegrowers in the hon. membet’s eloctorate.

Mr. ED\VARDSA You wouldn't know it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think the hon. member would know
Durum or any other variety, because he
appears to have only plofound contempt for
anything that is beyond the mere mechanical
reutine of dairy production.

Mr, EDWARDS interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
for Nanango does not obey my ecall to
order, I shall certainly takc action to make
him do so.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
The hon. member for Nanango is prepared
to indulge in personalities mthu than dis-
cuss the major issues involved in this parti-
cular question. I much prefer to address
myself to the major issues rather than to
the many things that frequently intrude into

the debate. I was about to remark thab
the hon. member for Dalby made some
suggestion about the return in value for

investments. Education cannot be measured
in terms of £ s d. The hon. member used
the illustration that the animal husbandman
who is a veferinary surgeon, was associated
with tha staflf of the (’ollr‘ﬂo and therefore
his salary should be a ch‘trge against the
income of Gatton College.  Let us analyse
that statement. We hmo two  hundred
students in residence at (atton, and the
animal husbandman is charged with the duty
of instructing those 200 voung agriculturists
—not children, but budding men-—who arc
])](\D'ﬂ(‘d to engage in the practice of agvi-
culture. including matters associated with
animal breceding and health., Theso students
invariably succced in ebtaining some degree
of efficicney under the tuition of the animal
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husbandman and other individuals. They
then go to their respective districts and the
fact is that the majority of the students who
graduate at Gatton cngage in rural pursuits,
and the capitalised value of those students
to the community cannot be calculated and
expressed in the vote we are discussing here
to-night. These men leaving Gatton College
proceed in every direction as ambassadors of
the new Lknowledge of agriculture which
cannot be dismissed by a shake of the head.
Wo are only following the example of other
agricultural countries which have attained
to greatness by rcalising the necessity for
agricultural education.

Myr. SparkES: Do you think that any of
them could tap a blown beast or spay a
cow ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
I am quite convinced that nine-tenths, not
onctenth, of the senior students at Gatton
could tap a blown beast or spsy a cow
equally as well as the hon. member, and I
believe the hon. member can doubtless per-
form cither of those simple operations.

There is another phase of this question—
it iz not a question whether we reduce the
vote for Gatton College by £1, but the ques-
tion of the value of agricultural education.
If hon. members in this Chamber are pre-
pared to disparage agricultural education
they are willing to do a very grave dis-
service to the State, because they are dis-
paraging the foundations on which the pros-
prrity of the State rests. —\(nioulhu al educa-
tion is heing 1ocowmced in all countries of
the world as bung the main contributory
factor to mospentv While other Govern-

nents are increasing the amounts for agri-
cultural education very materially Australia
is not following suit, unfortunately. Der-
sonally I do not mind how much money is:
spent on agricultural education so long as
we get value for the money. In Eng]and
we find a very wide range of agricultural
education bemg engaged in at the present
time. and in Ammma the home of agricul-
tural education, it is mdkmv valuable con-
tributions to the wellbeing of the farmer.

There is another point that should not
escape the attention of hon. members oppo-
site.  There are two ways in which an
agricultural occupation may be followed.
The one way is to follow it in the mere
mechanical working way, which obviously
certain hon. members opposite cspouse. 'The
other way is to approach it with a trained
intelligence. Some reference has been made
to the practical man, and there has becn
some suggestion that the practical man is
not a ’nam(‘d man. A practical man is
invariably a trained man, and the practieal
man who makes a success has been trained

in the fields or en the farms, and. in addi-
tion, has brought his native intelligence to
bear on his problems However, somsthir

3%
bevond that is necessary, and these are the
factors that are associated with agricultural
education.

The suggestion that this voie should he
reduced may have the very serious cffect on
the prosperity of the State as a whole. It
may have a very sericus effect on the pros-
perity of Australia as a whole. {(Opposition
laughter.) Hon. members opposite may
smile at the suggestion, when we are asked
to reduce the vote by £1

Mr. Sparkrs: I wanted it reduced a whole
lot more than that.

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.]
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. gentleman requires to reduce the
vote a good deal more than by £1. There
is something more than the reduction of the
vote associated with it, and that is whether
we as a people, recognising the need of
primary cducation, are prepared to invest
some of the resources of the State in agri-
cultural cducation, which will send agricul-
tural ambassadors over the length and
breadth of the State. In Queensiand there
is only onc agricultural organisation of this
description, whereas in New South Wales,
Victoria, and South Australia a great deal
more money is spent on this form of educa-
tion. Those States have secondary possi-
bilities, while we bhave only very limited
possibilities In this direction. Is it not
obvious that we owe a manifold duty to our
agriculturists to do these things?

The last question raised is whother the
Department of Agriculture and the Gatton
Agricultural College should not he more
intimately associated. Of course, it is a
moot question. The Department of Public
Instruction 1is responsible for the mainten-
ance of an agricultural college that is a
high school and a high school that is an
agricultural college. If you are prepared
to divorce the functions of the one from
those of the other, then there might be
reasonable argument for the Deparvtment of
Agriculture assuming control of the Gatton
College. But the theory—and it is a well
accepted theory—is that an agricultural high
school should impart academic knowledge
and practice as well as agricultural know-
Iedgp and practice. The Department of
Agriculture 1s not equipped to teach, and
-docs not desire to meddle in the subjects of
mathematics and English. It recognises its
place, and considers that the college as run
by it would have a very much more limited
field than is possible when it is maintaimed
In its present manner. There ‘are two
schools of thought so far as agriculture is
concerned, and the old is rapidly giving
place 1o the new. The former was thal
agriculture did not require a specific train-

ing, but the latter recognises that the
requirements of agriculture  necessitate
intensive  and  extensive  education. I

say very definitely and very emphatically,
and with due knowledge of my responsi-
bility and  with

. some knowledge  of
education, that every penny that the
State invests in agricultural education is
money exccedingly well invested. Any

effort that could be made to discourage the
agricultural education and agricultural sys-
tems of our State is to be deprecated in no
uncertain terms.

Mr. XENNY (Cook) [7.41 p.m.]: The Sec-
retary for Agriculturo stated that the debato
might do much harm to the State as a
whole. The truth is that had the Minister
not got on his feet the people of Queensland
would have had a much better impression,
He has attacked the hon. member for
Nanango for making a fow practical remarks
which are the outcome of practical experi-
ence cxtending over a lifetime. He attacked
the hon. member for Dalby. Why? Not on
account of the argument he used. The Minis-
ter gof away from the whole question
under discussion. He joined the whole of
the Opposition as being responsible for a
move to cut down a vote for agriculture.
‘That was not the argument at all. The
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hon. member for Dalby referred to the
number of employees at ihe Gatton Agri-
cultural College in comparison with the
number of students. His argument in a
nutshell was: If you can get a certain
amount of work done for 10s. instead of £1,
get the work done for 10s. It was a saving
that the hon. member was referring to, and
not a matter of agricultural education.
Anybody who has listened to this debate
must admit that nothing has been said on
this side of the Committee to show that
we objected in any shape or form to ecduca-
tion in agriculture.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The hon.
member who moved the vote moved a vote
of censure on the college.

My, KENNY: The amendment was moved
to draw the attention of the Government
to the apparent over-staffing at the Agri-
cultural College. I realize the Importance
of the college, and I realise the good work
that it is doing. I admit that there 1is
much in the argument of the hon. member
for Dalby, who wishes to draw attention to
the expenditure at the college in the hope
that the same scrvice can be rendered at a
lesser expenditure. Hon. members opposite
have twisted the arguments advanced from
this side of the Chamber in an endeavour
to lead the people to believe that we are
opposed to agricultural education. Nothing
is further from our thoughts. There are two
phases of agricultural cducation, the practi-
cal side and the academic side. The lads
at (ratton are receiving a very sound practl-
cal training. Ther can atiend the high
school the very moment that they leave the
primary school. They can pass their Junior
University Examination at the college. They
must engage in a certain amount of academic
training for this purpose, and they are re-
ceiving this training in a splendid form
to-day. I believe that the two phases of
agricultural training must go hand in hand,
and I object to the Secretary for Agriculture
or any other hon. member opposite endea-
vouring to charge this side of the Chamber
with being opposed to agricultural education
in this State. The agricultural welfare of
this State depends to a very large extent
upon the lads who are the future agricul-
turists of Queensland. *Every hon. member
on this side is awake to his responsibilities
in that respect, and we have no intention
of allowing the Secretary for Agriculture
or any other hon. member opposite to mis-
lead the people on this important guestion.
The Minister has said that damage is being

done to the institution. Why, his argu-
ment
An Oppostrion MEMBER: It is a lot of

piffle !

Mr. KENNY: Yes, and a lot of tripe.
The success of the college depends on its
having a sufficient number of students. If
there are not a sufficient number of students
to warrant a reasonable amount of expendi-
ture, 1t 1s just possible that certain phases
of education will not be made available to
the students. 1f hon. members opposite will
consider the amendment as a move to ascer-
tain whether the expenditure at this institu-
tion can be reduced, they will be proceeding
on right lines. They should discuss the
matter on the basis of whether the same
efficicney will be secured by the expenditure
of a lesser amount of money. That is the
object of the amendment moved by the
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hon. member for Dalby, but if hon. members
-opposite propose to mislead the people, then
it is they who are rcally reflecting upon the
administration of the college and doing a
great disservice to the State. In the in-
terests of the future students of the college,
1 ask hon. members opposite to deal with the
amendment in the spirit in which it has been
moved.

Mr. EDWARDS (Vunango) [1.45 p.m.]: I
regret that the Secretary for Agriculture
should have found it necessary to come
to the assistance of the Seccretary for Public
Instruction., I also regret that he should
have stooped to personalities in this debate,
especially when there were many phases of
the subject that might well have been dis-
cussed. He practically stated that every
hon. member on this side was an adherent
of the old idea of agriculture, and in re-
ferring particularly to myself suggested that
I had not the necessary knowledge to dis-
cuss these matters. Is 1t not true that when
the hon. member went to the western parts
of Queensland many years ago and was asked
his opinion about the artestan bores, he did
mot wish to show his ignorance, and veplied
to the question by saying, “ 1 do not know
what thev are; but, really, T suppose they
would 1mprove the breed of pigs.”’
{Laughter.)

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T ask the hon.
member to address himself to the question
before the Committee.

Mr. EDWARDS: I will show the Minister
where he will end in his pride of advanced
thought. They were followers of advanced
thought who advised the Labour Government
to buy State stations, and with advanced
thought they were worked. What was the
result? Agaln, it was advanced thought that
conceived the Beerburrum scheme. The hon,
gentleman is asking the men who went there
to put advanced thought into practice, but
the people of the old school are finding the
money. The people of the old school have
always found the money for people of
advanced tirought to experiment with, such as
in State stations and other State enterprises,
schemes like that at Beerburrum, the boys’
training farm at St. Lucia, and the Queens-
land Agrieultural High School and College,
which is not the bencfit to this State that it
should be, notwithstanding the amount
of money spent on it. It is not a question
of education. Any hon. member who makes
the statement that the hon. gentleman made
to this Committee, that hon. members on this
side of the Chamber are opposed to either
agriculiural or any other class of education,
is a stranger to the truth. I reiterate: Has
any hon. member opposite who has had the
advantage of an agricultural training, pos-
sibly at an agricultural college, made a suc-
cess of the practical side of farm life? No,
not one. That is advanced thought in agri-
culture!  On this side is the old thought,
and every hon. member, practically to a
man, has made a success in either agricul-
ture, grazing, or some other class of business.
Almost every hon. member on this side is
working a business of some description, and
in the great majority of cases successfully.
Ts the hon. gentleman right or am I? I defy
him to go into the country with me and
debate on any public platform the question
of agriculture and take a vote of the people
present on the merits or demerits of our
zespective cases. 'That is a fair challenge.
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This is a serious question, and should be
debated without any heat, and it is unfortu-
nate that the Secretary for Agriculture
should stoop to personalities. The Minister
should carefully mquire of the ultimate desti-
nation of boys who pass through the college.
I may be wrong, but I think he will probably
find that a great number of them have quali-
fied as stock inspectors, or inspectors of some
other description. I do not suggest that they
are not valuable to the State. They are, but
is that what we educated them at this college
for? The Minister must agree that the col-
lege was not established for that purpose.
They are not, as the Secretary for Agricul-
ture definitely stated to-night, going out into
the country to get practical expericnce. That
is not the purpose of the college. If it is,
T hope that the college will be closed to-
morrow. These students should set an
example and show that their agricultural
education enables them to make a success in
the agricultural life of the State. If one
student could be persuaded to go into my
district, or on the Atherton Tableland, and
show by practice what an absolute success
can be achieved by agricultural education,
a lead will be given to others. It cannot be
done, That clinches the argument.

This is a very big question, and T cannot
understand the audacity of the Secretavy
for Agriculture in stating that T am against
agricultural education after my suggestions
this morning in regard to the ferrnization
of grasses and soils, and on other subjects
witll which I dealt. I give the Minister
credit for his agricultural knowledge and
the keenness he is displaying in administer-
ing his department. He is working Iard,
but his theoretical knowledge of agricultural
subjects is ruining his department. It is
carrying him into deep water, and is_not
achieving the results that would be cained
if he were to give more attention to the prac-
tical side of agriculture, and tell his officers
that they also must do so at every turn.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: My
officers are instructed that way all the fime,
and you know it.

Mr. EDWARDS: From the illustration
I have shown of Beerburrum and other
places it does not seem like it; but I hope
the hon. gentleman will give proofs.

T hope the Minister in charge of this vote
will not regard the motion moved by the
hon. member for Dalby as an indication of
feeling from this side of the Committee,
because such feeling does not exist. Our
desire is to improve the working of the
college and the conditions of agriculteral
education in this State, recognising at all
times that practical kunowledge has fo be
ohtained and that the lads who go to the
(atton College or any other agricultural
college have to do the most important thing
of all—make a success of their lives.

3r. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilia) [7.57
p.m.]: There is no reason why this motion
should not be debated in an impartial way,
because a considerable amount of money is
being spent on this college, and the Minister
chould let the people know just what the
college is costing.  No information in that
direction is given. We know, of course, that
a certain sum of money is voted cach year,
but we do not know what the receipts of the
college are. The college should be run as
a business concern, and the Auditor-General
should report on the balance-sheet, which
should be presented to Parliament. From

Mr. Morgan.]
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the limited knowledge at our disposal as to
the cost of this institution to the State we
have to consider whether the college is worth
while. We do not objeet to agricultural
education, the importance of which we appre-
clate, but on the other hand we are alive
to the fact that the elements of success are
practical knowledge, science, and a bent for
agricultural life. The man who has scientific
knowledge plas the other two attributes will
naturally malie a greater success than the
man who lacks scientific knowledge. In
other States these institutions are conducted
on different lines. For example, the ILon-
gerenong Agricultural College, in Victoria,
1s self-supporting. It is not what we might
call an experimental college, but rather a
place where demonstrations are given that
certain crops can be grown successfully with
profit to the grower. That is what we ought
to have at Gatton. The young lads there
should be made to do manual work ; other-
wise they are not getting the practical know-
ledge. They should not be content with
watching overseers or labourers doing the
manual work. They should be compexled to
do the manual work in and avound the col-
lege as part of the training mnecessary to
enable them to make a success later. After
all, you cannot own a farm and send your
men out working while you sit on the
veranda smoking a big cigar and drinking
cold water all day! (Laughter.)

Mr. Grepsox: Is that what they do at
Gatton College?

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I do not
know, and that is what I want information
about. The successful farmer must have
experience. He cannot say to the men, “ Go
and do that.” He must say, ¢ Come and
do this”’; and to be successful he should not
have to depend on some farm labourer to

know what he has to do, because, if that
is the case, what is the good of all his
scientific knowledge?  The Gatton college

should be run to demonstrate that certain
things will grow there and can be sold, and
what profit or loss, as the casc may be,
which will result from the sale of those
products. That is what we want. We are
paying too much for our whistle. What e
are complaining about s that the college
is too expensively run—it is not being run
on practical lines—and we want the Minister
to go Iinto the matter. The question is
whether we are malking a success financi-
ally of that farm. We want to train our
boys so that they will make a success of
their farms hereafter. We want them to
have practical knowledge, and not to he
afraid of hard work. What would be
wrong with those boys trained at Gatton
College being able to grub out a tree?
There is a great deal of art in grubbing
out a tree, and 1t needs a good deal of
experience, Those boys will have to grub
out trees when they go on their farms.
What is wrong in their being able to sink
post holes? Many boys will have to sink
post holes when they go on farms. What is
wrong with teaching them how to strain
wire, and the hund: -ed and one other things
they will have to do when they go on their
farms?  What is wrong in tlalllln"" them
to make gates and other things necessary
on a farm? A boy may be highly educated,
but that does not prove he will be a success
on the land. I would ask the Minister to
establislt the college on a business basis.
Let us know the amount of butter manufac-

[Mr. Morgan.
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tured every year and what becomes of the
butter, the amount of feed grown, and the
number of pigs reared and_ what becomes
of them.

I am satisficd that the college is not on a
sound business basis at present. The college
used to breed draught horses. At one time
it bred a number of fine colts, which were
wold to the people in the country, and from
which a certain amount of revenue was
derived. I bought a fine colt from the col-
lege, for which, I think, I gave fifty guincas.
Tt was a great success from my point of
view.

The people in the country buy a large
number of eggs from Gatton College for cer-
tain purposecs, and roosters and pullets for
breeding purposes. Why are we not informed
what all this costs ? We should know whether
we are making a loss or showing a profib
in respect of “this poultry, and “the ‘same
applies to dairying herds, pigs, and other
things. If we put a man of business ability
in Gatton College to inquire into the whole
business the result would be staggering, and
we should all ecome to the conclusion that
we are wasting too much money at the
college.  The college at Longerenong shows
a profit at the end of each year. A state-
ment is made showing the amount of sales
and also the profit on them, if any. The
whole of the werking and running expenses
are met and the profit accrues to the Govern-
ment. The point that concerns me most is
not whether Gatton College is run at a
profit or what it costs to run the college,
but the fact that we should be in POSSEeSsion
of this information. Unfortunately we know
nothing about it. The information is hidden
away and we are not awarc whether the
college is being run at a profit or whether
it is not. Because of the abscnce of the
necessary figures I am not in a position to
say whether the college is run extravagantly,
but it is obvious that any institution run
or extravagant lines is no place for the
training of boys. It is well Lnown that a
boy reared in a family with extravagant tastes
acquires similar habits, whereas the son of
a thrifty houschold knows the value of
money.  Something should be done in the
direction of giving to this Committee infor-
mabion as to the actual cost of the running
the college each year.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Stopford. Maryborough) [8.8 p.m.J: I do
not really know who is going to lose the
pound in question, but I am willing to give
it to stop the talking. (Laughter.) Quite
sufficient apology has been made by the
Opposition for the hon. member for Dalby,
but I do not know what is wrong with him.
e seems to have placed himself in such a
position that cvery member of the Opposi-
tion is rising to apologise for him.

What is wrong
gotting up and

An OrposiTION MEMBER :
that your Minister is not
speaking ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am

speaking personally and secing that such
apologics have been made, I am satisfied.
(Laughter.)

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast Toowoomba) [8.9
p.m.]: T am bound to say that I do not
think we are fair to the college. In fact,

we are doing an injury to what is a vory
useful institution. I have been through the
college and have come in close contact with
the officers and have scen the boys and I am
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satisfied that the information requested to-
might can be secured at the college itself.
1 regret that it is not here, for 1t would
be an advantage if it was supplied to us.
We arc asked to-night to pass a certain sum
of money, i.e., £17,845. The hon. member
for Dalby has moved a reduction of £1 and
says the college is run too expensively. I
say definitely that you cannot by putting
revenue on one side and expenditure on the
other arrive at the advantages to be derived
from the college. The hon. member has
also attacked what the students are doing.
It must not be forgotten that the parents
of these lads are paying for their cducation
and they are the pcople who have to be
satisfied. If the parents are satisfied, then
‘we should be also, unless, of course, it is
costing us too much. The number of
students in attendance has actually doubled
in recent years. On the occasion of my last
visit to the institution there were about 200
students and I was told that owing to lack
of accommodation they could not take any
more, although they had applications from
others.

While this Estimate has been under dis-
cussion I have done some research work
and find that it is possible to get the infor-
mation that has been asked for. In 1928 tho
‘Tollowing appeared in * Hansard > :—

“ QUESTIONS.
“ REVENUE TROM GATTON AGRICULTURAL
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE.
“Mr. Logax (Lockyer) asked the Sec-
retary for Public Instruction—
¢ 1. What amount was paid into con-

soli(lated‘ revenue from the Agricul-
tural IHigh School and College at

Gatton for the year ended 30th June,
19287

‘2. What were  the respoetive
amounts from the following sections:—
{a) Poultry; (D) pigs; (¢} cattle; (d)
hor.my and bees; {¢) butter and cther
dairy produce; {f) all other sales?

‘3. What amount of students’ fees
were received for the year ended 30th
June, 19287

‘4. In to what fund was the students’
fees paid?

¢5, What
received 27
“The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUC-

TioN (Hon. T. Wilson, Fortitude Valley)
replied—

‘1. £1,358 15s. 7d.

was the total amount

£ s od.

‘2. Poultry, cggs, and bees 614 17 4
Pigs ..1211 7 6
Clattle, wool, hides ... 706 17 1
Butter, milk, cheese... 5,992 ¢ 0
Other sales . L1185 13 4

¢3 £1,358 15s. 7d.

‘4. Comsolidated revenuc.

“5. £11,070 10s. 10d. (Total of (1)
and (2).) The balance of the amount
received was paid into the epecial
standing account of the college.””

I do not know whether to-night we can get
similar information with respect to last year,
but we should have the information from
vear to year. I find that we have to dig
very deeply tc ascertain not only what
money is expended by the Government but
also what revenue is received. The Commis-
sioner of Taxes sets out his revenue in
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properly prepared tables, and I sce no rea-
son why the revenue received by other depart-
ments should rot also be clearly set out.

I made inquirics about certain machinery,
particularly windmills, in usec at the college,
and I ascertained that most of these imple-
ments were donated to the college. I noticed
that there was no windmill from the Tco-
woomba Foundry Company, and upon inquiry
I ascertained that the people engaged in the
manufacture of windmills were only too
willing to donate a windmill to the college.
After a closz study of the institution I am
satisfied that whilst its profits cannot be
reckoned in pounds, shillings, and pence,
the day will come when we will appreciate
its value.

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [8.15 pm.]: I am
glad that the hon. member for East Too-
woomba has dissociated himself from the
amendment that has been moved by the
hon. member for Dalby. It shows that there
are some members of the Opposition who ave
not opposed to agricultural education for
our boys. The hon. member for Dalby, who
has moved the amendment on behalf of the
Opposition, is reverting to the old times when
the people who controlled Parliament and
everything clse to the disadvantage of the
workers were determined to keep the latier
in ignovance. That scems to be the desire of

hon. members opposite.
Mr. Kexxy: Get on with the debate.
Mr. GLEDSON: The bhon. member for

Cook thinks that he should be the only hon.
member to speak in this Chamber; he does
not like to hear anybody else speaking.

The hon. member for Murilla gave the
impression that the students of the college
merely sat on the veranda and watched other
people work. 1t is evident that he bas not
yread the veport by the principal of the
college, otherwise he would have become
aware of the worlk that is carried out by
the students. This appears in the report—

“ Single Testing Pens.—Twenty were
constructed during the year by Mr.

Holmes and students.”
This also appears :—

“ Fences, (rates, ete.—These have prob-
ably never been in better orvder; Br.
Tenrickson, of the farm staff, and the
students have done the work.”

This also appears:

“Iron Work.—The Dblacksmith reports
that during the year the following iron
work has been performed:—

Repairing of agricultural imple-
ments: DPloughs, cultivators, mowing
machines, binders, planters, rakes;

repalrs 1o drays and wagons, and gene-

ral  blacksmithing. Several sulkies,

together with mail coach and covered
wagon were repaired and completely
retyred, Iron steps were made and
placed in the dairy factory. Students
shared in the above work.”

This also appears :—

“Wood Work.—The carpenter reports
that the work used for the instruction of
students  during the year was as fol-
lows : —

Making of swingle bars and imple-

ment poles, overhauling vehicles.”
Mr. MoorReE: Anybody could make a
swingle-bar with three cvebolts and a sap-
ling. There is no need to go to college to

learn that.
Mr. Gledson.]
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Mr. GLEDSON: How would the ILoader
of the Opposition get on if he were given
a plece of wood and a tomahawk and asked
to make a swingle-bar? It is easicr for him
to go down to the carpenter and get the
work done, but others are not in the for-
tunate position of being able to do so. The
Leader of the Opposition, if he were living
in a district that was not closely settled,
would appreciate the value of the know-
ledge that is being imparted in these sub-
jects.  The students were also cngaged an
the ercction of a iobacco-curing barn, single
testing pens, fences, gates, ete., and dressing
sheds.  The students have been taught to
do this work as well as the scientific side of
farming operaticns. I hope the Committee
will not accept the advice of the Opposition
and reduce this vote, because that would
mean the curtailment of the educational
advantages now being offered to our boys
who desire to make a living in the future
from the land.

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [8.20 p.m.]:
Without attempting to throw any ridicule
on the efforts of the college, I consider there
is a good deal of truth in the allegations
made by hon. members possessing practical
experience in regard to the Queensland Agri-
cultural High School and College. Some
years ago I had an opportunity of acting
as one member of a committee appointed by
the DMoore Administration to investigale
conditions at the ccllege.  For some years
past there had been a controversy between
the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Public Instruction as to who
should econtrol the college.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No, not
between the departments.

Me. RUSSELL: The Secretary for Agri-
culture has shown exactly where the trouble
lies.  Here is a college which was devised
for imparting Instruction in agriculture and
kindred subjects; yet to-day it is under the
control of the Department of Public Instruc-
tiom, The only two classes held at the
college which come under the purview of the
Secretary for Public Instruction are those
relating to English and mathematics. All
the other classes are under the coutrol of
the instructors in agricultural topics. The
committee took the view that the college
was wrongly managed, and attempted to
reconeile  the diverse intercsts of both
departments by recommending that the col-

lege be controlled by a ]omt committee
representing them. We were struck with
one thing at the college. There is a staff

of sixty-two, and the oxpendltme for this
year 1is £17.845 jn order to iustruct pupils
ranging in number from 170 to 200. 1f we
take the number of 200, it would mean one
member of the staff to every three pupils.
That is absolutely extravagant. 1 admit we
must give a good deal of attention to the
educational side of agriculture and to other
subjects akin to agriculture, but do the
Committee not think we are paying too much
by na\n,b‘ a staff of sixty-two men impart-
ing this education to 170 to 200 pupils?

Iy will be said that it is necessary to have
experts in different departments.  That is
why we have a lecturer in animal husbandry,
an instructor in plant breeding, two m%tru(}
tors in Knglish and nnthomatlcs an instruc-
tor 111 dairying, an instructor in agriculture,

a science master, and so on. These e\pelts
could impart their knowledge to twice the
number of pupils.  Could we not devise

[r. Gledson.
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some scheme whereby the experts in the
Department of Agriculture could be employed
to lmmpart this insiruction? If we analyse
the staff employed by the Department of
Ag *1cultu1‘0, we will ind that we have most
expensive experts engaged in similar pur-
suits to these mstruc‘rma How 1is it we
cannot employ their services to impart in-
struction at the college, which is being given
to-day by the members of the staff T “have
enumerated? One has only to look at the
pertonnel of the Department of Agriculture
to find that we have those instructors draw-
ing large salaries. We have instructors in
agriculture, instructovs in pig rvaising, a
poultry expert, a poultry inspector, a “eed
storeman, a supervisor of dairying, an
analyst, two instructors in cheesemaking, a
director of fruit culture, a senjor instructor
in fruit culture, an officer in charge of the
pure seeds branch, a Government botanist,
an assistant botanist, a chief entomologist,

three other entomologists, four assistant
entomologists, two assistants to cntomolo-
gists, a plant pathologist, two assistant
pathologists, an iilustrator, and so on—a

huge army of experts who, to my way of
thmkuxg, ‘ought to be employed in giving
instruction at this college. Without any
interference with their 1c<rula1 duties, the
experts employed by the Dopartment of
Agriculture could be utilised in imparting
mxtluntlon to the students at Gatton College.
We are paying far too much for the instruc-
tion at Gatton College. We are paying out
£17,000 odd, and I understand the revenue
runs to about £9,000, which means = loss
of £8,000 per annum on the college. Apart
from that rough estimate, we have an enor-
mous amount of capital invested in expen-
sive plant and buildings, and 1 dare say
the interest on that expenditure would
assume very large proportions. That should
be added to the net loss on the working of
the college. I am only anxious to bring
about a state of affairs whereby we can
impart useful education to the students and
at the same time prevent a good deal of the
overhead expense which occurs to-day.

I am strongly of opinion that the (Gatton
College should be controlled by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture becauso ‘the main in-
struction imparted therc is instruction that
could be imparted by the officials of the
Department of Agriculture.

The Minister himself must confess that
this college is entirely different from any
of the other colleges in Queensland under
the control of the Government. It exists
for the purpose of imparting instruction
to students in agricultural subjects and other
matters akin to agriculture. No one denies
the utility of a Colh\qe of that nature, bub
we should have a keen eye for expenze, and
if we can cffeet zaving we should do so.
After giving the matter very caveful con-
sideration, I honestly consider that some
scheme  of (oordmatlon between the De-
partment of Agriculture and the Department
of 1Public Instruction should have been
cvolved many years ago. There is no reason
why expensive experts in the Department
of Agriculture should not be utilised to
instruct the students at Gatton in the various
subjeets in which they ave interested. By
way of example: In the Department of
Agriculture we hme a poultry cxpert and a
poultry ms’rmctcn and at Gatton we have
an instructor in poultry and bnel\oopmg i3
do not wish to say onc word in derogation
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of those gentlemen, because I think they
are doing their work admirably; but what
is the necessity for having instruetors in
poultry in the Department of Agriculture
and also one at Gatton? Cannot the instrue-
tor of poultry who is under the control of
the Department of Agriculture have his
services  transferred  to  Gatton when
vequired 7 That is one of the nafters 1n
the report drawn up by the committee some
rears ago—a committee on which [ acted
and thc‘fl came to the conclusion that many
savings could be effected by baving a cloter
co-ordination between the two deépartments,
That co-ordination does not exist lo-dar, and
it ix the duty of the Govermment to see
that all dopartmcn’n act in unison, and that
the wecrvices of offic surplus in one de-
partment ave utilised in other departments.
l)cnpm‘ many of the remarks that have been
made about the instruction received heing
of a theoretical nature, the boys who have
an inclination to go on the land must, if
they are made of the right material, derive
great advantage from an agricultural educa-
tion over ‘hose bovs who have not received
such trs unq as offers at Gatton. All Go-
vernments in Australia accept the position
that we should have these agricultural col-
feges in or(ler to encourage boya to engage
in primary production. Unfortunately, theve
is a dis nchnamon on the part of bou in
the ¢ity to go in for farm life. We quite
admit that there has been a great deal of
disappointiment in the past with the cfforts
that have beecn made by Gove )mn(‘n‘n and
other bodies to encourage the boys of this

untry to be more landminded than they
are.  We know that failures are apparent
in many of the experiments which have
been tried. If we can encourage boys to
go to (zatton and become acquainted with
farm life, we shall be prepared to vote a
safficient > us oA tem which will
enable us to turn out boys year after year
who may become successful settlers, but we
will mot allow the Government to waste
money in the way they are doing. There is
room there for gl(‘dt“l‘ [ ordmdtmn betwmﬁn
the two departments concerned by using the
services of the experts in the Dopzutment
of Agrviculture for work at Gafton when
necessary. By that means we shall not only
get greater cofficiency amongst our students
but shall he able to reduce the cxpense of
education very considerably.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [8.31
do not know very much about agriculture,
there arc a number of parents in my area
who have boys going to the Gatton College.
1 hope that the Minister will see to it thai
the college is doing its job of giving these
boys a training in agrlculhuc The parents
are trusting to him to see that the college
is run efficiently. Tt seems tragic that a
number of the boys who have gone through
the college come to the city and take up
office life.

At 8.33 p.m.,

Mr. RussenL (Hamilton), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair.

Mr. NIMMO: I take it that the main
thing is to give the boys in the college a
thorough grounding in agriculture. Their
parents are looking forward to their getting
that grounding, and if the boys are mmply
taught ordinary educational subjects, and do
a little bit of carpentering, blacksmithing,
and other trades, and come home totally

p.n.]: While I
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unfit to go on the land, the time they have
spent at the college wi 1 be merely wasted.
The hon. member for Ipswich read from
the report to show that the boys were taughs
to swing an axe, mend harness, and do a
bit of blacksmithinﬁ and so on. I remember
a man who lived not far from my home in
Ipswich who bad one oi the finest farms in
the district. He could do all kinds of handy
work, but he never made a success of his
farm.  After being there for many years
he had a wonderful selection of walking
sticks and other fancy work, Ile even had
a sawmill on the farm and cut his own
timber. Nobody frem ourside bad any chanco
of getting anything to do on his farm, but
unfortunately it turned out a failure.

I notice in the vote an item for two

sorters.  There was one previously, but now
provision is made for two, one at £160 a
year, who sorts on probation,

T notice in the report that they even teach
boys Jam making. The report states—
*Jam making.—The possibilities are
confined to the citrus season, and Miss
Robinson avails hevself of the opportu-
nity for her cooking classes.  Iustallation
of "a boiler would make it possible to
put up larger quantities for dining hall
use, and would lessen purchases.”

There is a big scope for the Minister to go
right into the working of the college and see
that these boys are bem" trained .3110110p right
lines. 1 recognisc that This is a very neces-
sary institution for Queensland. I am not
one of those who are preparved to way that
we should not have an agricultural college.
I think we should, and should even extend
our operations, but let us see that the boys
senf from the city are getting a thorough
11‘a1nlng in agricultural educat]on If the
boys are allowed to go there and fritter away
their time and do not f{it themselves for
their job when they finish at the college,
somebody is responsible. I know of one
voung man from the country who went to
the college for two years, and on his return
home his father told me that he had pub
bim in another class of business cthorrether
I axd “ Why don’t you employ him on yous
own farm?”’ He said, “If T had let hm
stop on my own farm he would have been
dictating to the men who were doing the

job. 1ie had just sufficient knowledge to
make him a dangerous individual on our

own farm.”

I hope that the Minister will go very
carefuly into this aectivity, of which he is
the head, and try to get a perfect agricul-
tural college in Queensland.

Thc SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
TRUCTION (Ilon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[8.36 pan.]: I did not make a note of the
words which the hon. member for Dalby
used when he moved the amendment, but he
said something to the ecffect that he would
like to sce the whole thing wiped out. Then
later on, of course, he moved his amendment
in order that there might be an inquiry
into the expenditure

Mr. SparkEs: I did no such thing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : To see whether the expen-
diture was not excessive? There is always
room for inquiry, and in these days of
financial stress the Treasurer of this State
loses no opportunity of inquiring into all
departments to see whether there is exces-
sive expenditure or not. I can assure hon.

Hon. F. A. Cooper.]
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membuors that the accounts of Gatton Col- The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
lege are subjected to inspection. ‘The hon.  STRUCTION: It all depends. If even the
member  was  somewhat concerned about  hon. member for Dalby had never made a

the cost of the college and the returns from

the college. Roughly, the returns to the
college vary according to the season. That

stands to reason—there cannot be a uniform

return. The cash receipts for the college
have been—
£
1929-30 11,971
1930-31 10,266
1931-32 8,871
An OvpositioN MEMBER: A loss of about
£8,0007
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: It is not a loss. TFor the

last financial year the income is about the
same as for the previous yecar. There i3
thus a difference between income and expen-
diture of about £7.200. When that awmount
is divided by 200 it means that 200 boys are
boarded at the Gatton College for the
greater period of the year and plm the cost
of the 1instruction at £36 per head. That
1“ a very, very (_h(‘a,'[) ldtL‘ IH(IL(\(!

Mr. CosterLo: What about the land valuc
the capital assets.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: We alwavs have the land
value, the faplml assets. It has been arguerd
that there are sixty-two people omplu“d at
the college. It is very necessary in the com-
pilation of the Nstimartes to’ show every
person who has been employed, and actually
it shows two soiters, Had the hon. mem-
ber who raised the question looked into
the matter, he would have seen that no
typist Is provided for this year, whercas
there was one last year. The position of
typist has been altered to that of sorter, and
there are now two sorters, whereas pre-
\*lous]v there was one typist and one sorter.
A “sorter” is a civil service term which
covers a multiplicity of duties—i.e., typing
records, and various things of that dCscrlp-
tion. The term can be noticed in all sec-
tions of the public service.

The statement has also been made that
the boys who go through the college do not
go out in agricultural pursuits. Since the
Department of Public Instruction took over
the college, and these are the only records
we have, we find 87 per cent. of the boys
that have gone through the college are
either on the land or engaged in work in
connection with the land. That percentage
shows that they do not go into ofher
avenues of cmployment at all. The hon.
member for Dalby is very much concerned,
because he says the college is not showing a
profit. I am sure the hon. member for
Dalby has not traced all the lads that have
gone through the college.

Myr. SPaRxES: I have had a few, and they
messed up a couple of bulls of mine.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member has been
unfortunate, but why judge the work of the
whole Oollewe over a number of years by
the action of one man? That is entirely

unjust, and Is quite unworthy of a gentle-
man with a wide experience such as the
hon. member has had.

Mr. Sparkes: If you ecame home and
found something of yours stuck with a
butcher’s knife, would you employ that sort
of man?

[Ton. F7. A. Cooper.

mistake I would quite understand his being
so particularly rough on this particular boy,
but we all know that the man who mnever
malkes a mistalke never makes anything else.
I do not sec why the hon. member should
condemn the whole college for that par-
ticular incident. That gives an idea of the
naturc of the criticism made by the hon.
member for Dalby. As regards the other
criticisms in regard to the number of
instructors and so on, I desire to know if
hon. members really consider that the men
already engaged as experts in the Depart-
ment of Atrrlcultmo from 9 o’clock in the
morning tl1 5 o'clock in the afternoon—and
longer hours generally—should also be
expected to have the time to teach at
Gatton College. The idea, of course, is pre-
posterous. 'The number of instructors at
Gatton College is about ten—one instructor:
to twenty boys. That is not a very bad
average.

In answer to the remarks
acquiring of information, I would draw
attention to the fact that hon. membors are
always being invited to, and are always wel-
come, at the college, and I am satisfied
that had the hon. member for Dalby paid
more visits to Gatton and made a closer
inspection of the college he would come to
the opinion—vwhich is the opinion of many
members—that it is a very fine institution,
very well run, and very well conducted.

Amendment (Ir. Sparkes) negatived.

Item (Queensland Agricultural High School
and College) agreed to.

about the

THE WOMEN’S COLLEGE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBILIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Dremer)
[8.42 p.m.]: I move—

“ That £250 be

Women’s Cellege.” ”

Thiz is a grant in aid that was not made
last year, but iz being given this year,

iem agleed to.

granted for *The

ENDOWMENT, FEES AND ALLOWANCES (SECONDARY
EDUCATION).

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. I'. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[8.43 pm.]: I move—

“ That £53,6560 be granted for < Endow-
ment, Fees and Allowances (Secondary
Education).”

The endowment of £5,800 provided under
this vote is additional to that provided under
Schedule C. The endowment under Schedule
C was originally £1,000 per annum for each
of the ten schools, but, in pursuance of the
provision of section 24 (1i.) of * The Financial
Emergeney Act of 19317 this annual grant
was reduced by 20 per cent. to £800 per
anvum for cach school. A similar amount
has been appropriated under Schedule C for
cach school for the current financial year,

Item agreed to.

STATE SCHOOLS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Dremer)
[8.44 p.m.]: I move—

“That £1,122,499 be granted for ‘ Stute
Schools.” ”’
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This vote is the main vote of the depart-
ment, and is uquned to mect all expenditure
on account of salaries and contingencies in
connection with the State primary, inter-
mediate, and high schools in respect of the
many services which are cnumerated in the
votes, The total vote is £22,613 greater than
the amount asked for last year, and the
salaries vote shows a net increase of £23.772,
plima ly due to the restoration of automatic
inereases as from Ist October, 1933, or due
date, and to the granting of basic wage
increases to those officers who will attain the
age of tweuty-one years during 1933-34.

Mr. FOLEY (Normanby) [8.45 p.m.]: The
d(“mutjnm’r has treated my district and other
country distriets very gnncr'msly in the pro-
vision of State schools, but there is just one
matter that I should like to bring under the
notice of the Minister. A rather conserva-
tive attitude is adopted in some country
districts by the officers of the department in
connection with recommendations of the
establishment of new schools. I have in mind
the suggestion that a new school should be
established on the Cracow goldmining field.

admit that the mining area is a new one.
A considerable number of children were run-
ning wild on the goldficlds and were denied
the prlvﬂcwa of a primary education merely
because of some nervousness as to whether
the ficld would eventually become a perma-
nent field, as mining fields go. A consider-
able timo elapsed before a recommendation
was made. After the recommendation was
made the school was built, not upon the
school site originally surveyed, but upon a
low-lying flag “which in wet weather such
as was cxperienced recently is a boghole.
A temporary structure to accomodate cighty
children was erected on this site, and at
the f{irst voll call 101 children attended.
The school was overcrowded., This resulted
in further rccommendations for extensions
and additional furniture as well as increased
staff assistance. The latest proposal is to
remove the school to the school reserve which
was surveyed when the original township
was laid out, and crect a larger school to
meet the requirements of the town. That
will mean considerable additional expense
when the whole job could have been carried
out in the first place had the oflicers whose
duty it was to advise the Minister not
exhibited such nervousness in the wmatter.
I ask the Minister to go carcfully into the
matter and see to it that the school swhich
is to be built will accommodate the children
available, and that it is equipped with suffi-
cient furniture s¢ that additional expenditure
will not be necessary again,  Oue mistake
after another scems to have been made,
and I hope that the Minister will see that
a similar thing does not occur in other dis-
tricts.  If so0, 1t is only a matter of time
when the department will be held up to
vidicule all over the country.

Mr. ROBERTS (Fast
pm.J: I have a small
bring under the notic
because 1 have approached the departiment
without succoss in connection with it.
have not been successful because I am told
the regulations will not admit of my request
being gtaniod It is in conncetion with an
allowance for cleaning a small school in my
electorate. The average attendance fell
below 51—1 believe 1t was 50.5. Immediately
afterwards it increased considerably above
51. There is no means by which a vote

Toowoomba)
matter
¢ of the

18.51
I desire to
Committce
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could be obtained for the cleaning of the
school. The unfairness of the position 1s

stated in a letter written by the department,
which states that—

“ Action to make the requived
cannot be taken until the next
1933.”

The teachers lmvc been practically told to
make provision for the cleaning of the
schools themselves or find someone to do 1t.
In view of the fact that within a few days
of the matter being decided there was an
Mtundlmce greater Than the average which
warrants a voie for school cleaning purposes

some favourable consideration should be gwen
by the departmoent to the request imme-
diately, instead of deferring decision for
twelve months.  That attitude is not reason-
able.

I desire to put in a plea for two new school
teachers’ residences in my clectorate. Oune
is situated at Blanchview. That request is
now under consideration, but [ desire to
emphasisa it brcause the par(\ms are anxious
that a teacher's residence be built.  The
teacher, who is a married man, travels to
and from Toowooniba cv ery day. The road
is in good order, but it 1s not reasonable
for him to travel five miles morning and
night when he could be better employed in
residence at the school looking after the pro-
perty and giving some time to the children
in the morning and afternoon. Then there
is the Helidon school. I have visited Hclidon
twice in connection with the matter. Pro-
perty has been stolen from the school. There
15 plenty of roown for the crection of the
school residence in the school ground. There
1= a very old residence in th(, township, but
my contention iz that a residence should be
erected in the school ground. The present
building can be sold for a price, but not
for the ridiculous prics which the Depart-
ment of Public Worles is asking.  This school
residence was in Helidon iifty ycars ago, and
at that time belonged, not 10 the Depaltnmnt
of Public Iustruetion, bui to the parents of
the district. So far as values go the depart-
ment could afford to give it away. An offer
has been made for 15, I made an estimate
myself and also made inquiries from two
builders in the district who estimated the

value at, I think, £100. The land could
have been sold but for the fact that it is
leaschold land; but for that matter the land
might be pass d over to the Police Depart-
ment, which is paying rent for a residence
for its officer there, and some arrangement
ight then be made swhereby a school res
dence would be erccted on the school site.

Mr. EDWARDS (¥Vanango) {8.54 pm.}: In
dealing with this important vote I want to
express Iy appreciation of the courteous
manner in which the officials of the depart-
ment have at all times attended to any
matters that I have brought before them.
With the money at its disposal the depart-
ment is doing all it can to educate the
children. At the same time T would like to
impress upon the Minister the advisability
of attending promptly to all requests for
repaitrs. Mdnv of these matters niay appear
to be of small importance, but in reality
closely affect the comfort of the teachers and
pupils, as, for example, the ceiling of roofs
or the hnlng of walls of Countlv <(’hools
The Minister would be well advised to give
attention to these comparatively small mat-
ters, which mean so much for the comfort of
countly teachers and pupils.

Mr. Edwards.]

change

year,
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At 8.56 p.m.,
The CualRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. EDWARDS: Probably one of the
most effective ways of imparting practical
knowledge to children is by means of the
home project clubs, and the project club
days that are held at country schools from
time to time. Such activities do much to
lay a sound foundation in the agricultural
education of boys and girls. I do not say
that they help materially to carry out the
work, but the children are encouraged to
bring along calves and pigs, which form
the subject of inspection and judging by
expert officials. The children may be called
upon to act as judges, and then be shown
the important points by the experts who are
assembled. One often sees magnificent farm
exhibits on these project club days. No
doubt the parents play an important part
in these affairs, because gencrally the best
exhibit will be from children whose parents
are considered to have the best farm in the
district. Nevertheless, much valuable infor-
mation is imparted to the boys and girls,
and I have frequently seen exhibits that,
from the point of view of quality, at least
are worthy of an agricultural show. Some
illustrations are given of the boys learning
how to patch their pants and so on; perhaps
that is not important, and a farmer could
always find a way of doing it, but the polnt
is that the method of instructing the chil-
dren and letting them understand where
they shou'd start is valuable. When they go
home naturally the judge may be criticised
and the cattle exhibited may be compared
with the cattle they have at home. I believe
that that has done a great deal of good in
getting children interested in the land. We
often hear it said, “ Go on the land, young
man.” It is very casy to say that, but quite
a different thing to attain success on the
land. We have to put something before our
voung people to-day that will induce them
(o stay on the land. I congratulate the
department on having begun these project
classes, which are doing an immense amount
of good for the children.

One might almost use the same argument
in regard to the rural schools, which furnish
a very good education so long as the teachers
let the boys and girls understand that it i3
for the purpose of assisting them to be handy
that they have these practical lessons on the
farm, and do not let them run away with
the idea that the bovs can be tinsmiths,
saddlers, and carpenters, and do all the farm
work as well. From my knowledge of farm-
ing, I would say that if a man atternpted
to do all those things without giving atten-
tion to the real business of farming, his farm
would become a muddle. So long as they
arc educated on three lines the lessons will
be a wonderful help to the children in our
rural districts.

The men and women teachers throughout
Quecnsland are a fine body of people. They
work mnot merely for the payment they
receive—and this applies to the heads of the
departments, too—but for love of the work
ther are doing. We know that the teachers
in the primary schools prepare children for
scholarships, taking them early in the morn-
ing and also after the other scholars have
gone home at night. This alone shows that
their minds arc concentrated on the educa-
tion of the children.

[(Mr. Edwards.
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My, NIMMO (Oxley) [9.5 p.m.]: This is a.
very big vote. Of course, the population of
the State is increasing. The Minister when
in Opposition delivered a tirade against the
Moore Government for reducing salaries dur-
ing the crisis, yet he now comes along with
fewer teachers than were provided for last
yvear. I notice there are twenty-six fewer.
There is a little rise in the amount of the
vote—namely, £22,513—which he explains is
due to automatic increases and providing
certain employees with the basic wage.
Apparently, no increases have been made:
during the Improved economic conditions of
the State.

The Moore Government, were hammered
very severcly by the present DMinister for
making a reduction, but he has taken advan-
tage of cvery one of those reductions. T
would like to quote now what was said by
the hon. memher for Capricornia, Mr. F. M.
Forde, in the Federal House of Representa-
tives with regard to the Improvement in
cconomic conditions. He said, referring to
the Lyons Government— )

“The Government is fortunate that it
was not in office at the height of the
depression, and also fortunate in that
its tenurce of office is coincident with
some improvement in our economic life.”

I merely point this out to show that the
Minister is still taking advantage of all the
economies practised by the Moore Govern-
ment, and now that conditions are improving
through increased priccs for wool and lower
interest rates, no effort is made to restore
some of the reductions which were forced
upon the Moore Administration owing to
the economic stress. What hypocrisy has
been practised by hon. members opposite
in this regard! I also notice that the hon.
momber for Oxley in the Commonwealth
Parliament said—

“The Forgan Smith Governnient is
making a restitution of wages tn public
servants in Qucensland and recumnieng-
ing the automatic increases of salary
which were suspended by the BMMoore
Government.”

I contend that no restitution is being made
in Queensland to the public servants.

Queensland  is  deeply indebted to our
educational system. In Queensiand we have
one of the finest educational systemrs that
it is pessible to have, and the departmens
in charge of education is doing woenderful
work so far as can be judged from what I
have seen in the schools in my area, I
wish to congratulate the officers and teachers
who are responsible.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[9.7 p.m.]: T can assure the hon. member for
Normanby that other people are nervous
as regards gold fields, and that being so
it is quite permissible for the Department
of Public Instruction to be somewhat ner-
vous. The mistakes that have been made
at Cracow in reference to the ercction of a
schoot are being put right, and I simcerely
hope that we shall have to double the school
acconunodation inside twelve months, and
have to double it again twelve months after
that. That would prove indeed that Cracow
was a very fine field. There have been gold
fields before which have not come up to
expectation, and naturally the depariment
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will not spend money on elaborate schonls
until the field is proved.

The hon. member for Kast Toowoontha
must recognise that an avcrage must be
taken over a certain period, and I have no
doubt that any mistakes that may have been
made in the direction he mentions will bo
corrected.  We must have a certain perind
over which to take an average.

The hon. member for Oxlecy made refer-
ence to what we termed the advantage
being taken by the department of certain
reductions II]udO by the Moore Government.
Auny rcduction in the vote is due to the fact
that tecachers on high salaries are being
retired and the younger teachers who are
filling the vacancies are filling them pos-
sibly at lower salaries; the saving is nof
duc to a further reduction in wages. T
would remind the hon. member for Oxley
that no statement was ever made by the
Labour Party that when it got into power
it would re‘establish the wages of public
servants or any other section. All the party
said was that it would admit them to the
Industrial Court. Teachers and all the other
sections of the community may apply to the
court for the adjustment of their wages. 1
have reminded hon. gentlemen before of
this statement, and I think they ought now
to understand the position thoroughly.

Item (State Schools) agreed to.

SCHOOL ¥FOR THE BLIND AND DEAV.

The SE (RLTARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Brimer)
[9.11 p.m.]: I move—

“That £4,777 be granted for
for the Blind and Deaf.” ”’

This institution (previously under the control
of the Home Department jointly with the
industrial side of the Queensland Blind,
Deaf, and Dumb Institute) was assigned to
the ddrmm;tmtne control of this dopart~
ment in January, 1931. The appropriation
vequired is for the purposcs of the school
only, now under the control of the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction. The vote pro-
vides for the salaries and wages of the
instructional and domestic staffs respectively,
and for the net cost of the genecral main-
tenance of the institution.

Item agreed to.

¢ School

TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND APPRENTICESHIP
COMMITTEES.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[9.12 p.m.]: I move—

“ That £78,118 be granted for ¢ Tech-

nical Education and Apprenticeship Com-
mittees.” ”

In respect of salaries, the total
asked for under this vote is £59,861.  This
amount is a reduction of £4, 085 in com-
parison with that of 1932-33, but during that
year the salaries of the administrative
and instroctional staffs at the State Com-
mercial High School and College were pro-
vided for under the appropriation for the
Central Technical College. The State Com-
mercial High School and (lollege, however,
became a separate institution as from thé
1st January, 1933, and provision is now made
for it in the next vote.

amount

Under this vote provision has been made
for restoration of automatic increases as
from the 1st October, 1933, or from due
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date, and for the payment of basic wage
rates to those junior officers who will attain
the age of twenty-one years during 1943-34.

In respect of the various contingencies
votes, a total of £18,157 is asked for as
against £20,386 a])propriuted for 1932-33—a
reduction of £2,229. This reduction has been:
possible by careful review of all services,
and by the effecting of economy wherever
po>s1ble consistent wn‘h the maintenance
of existing services. A proportion of the
a,mount of the saving represents the transfer
of expenditure on account of wages and
contingencies at the State Commercial High
School and College to the new vote.

Item agreed to.

STATE COMMERCTAL HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
[9.14 p.m.}: I move—

¢ That £6,358 be granted for ° State
Commercial High School and College.” ”

As stated in my remarks in respect of the
previous vote, this college was established as
a separate instituytion as from the Ist
January, 1938. It will be noted (as a result
of the reductions in the previous \ote under-
salaries and contingencies on account of the
Central Technical College) that provision.
for the requirements of this institution was
included under the appropriations for the
Central Technical College for 1932-33.

In respect to the amount of £5,915 asked
for on account of salaries of administrative
and instructional staffs at the college, pro-
vision has been included for the restoration
of automatic increases as from the Ist
October, 1933, or due date, and for the
granting of the basic wage to those junior
teachers who will attain the age of twenty-
one years during 1933-34.

Item agreed to.

DEepPARTMENT OF MINES.

CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FCR MINES (Hon.
J. Stopford, Maryborough):. I move—

¢“That £17,336 be granted for * Depart-
ment of Mines—Chief Office.”
Mr. TOZER (Gympie) [9.15 p.m.}: These

figures show the appropriation from the
respective votes—

!

| Appropriation | Reguired

v for 1932-33. for 1933-34.
Consolidated Ruvenre 57,531 59,988
Trust & Special Funds | 339,100 425,017
Loan ¥Fund Account. . | 26,500 33,050

| £422,931 £518,055

The appropriations this year therefore have
been increased by £95,124. Of course it must
be remembered that Queensland is a very
large State. We have very large inineral
arcas within the State. The surface of these
areas has as yct only been seratched. There
are still very large areas to be prospected.
There is not the slightest doubt thai in a
big Staie like ours, and with certain por-
tions of our ’\orthorn districts still in their
vugm state, there is a likelthood of the
discove s of very large deposits,  The dis-
coveries 1n the early (](lVb at Charters Towers,
Ravenswood, Mount Morgan, Cm)don and

Mr. Tozer.]
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Gympie were very far apart from cach other.
It was the casual prospector who discovered
and proved those fields. Ilven in these
old mining fields there still remains a certain
amount of mineral wealth. The value of
gold is practically double what it was a fow
years ago and there is a greater inducement
now to reopen those fie \ds. These ficlds were
closed down because they were not paying
proposttions, but the increased price of gold
has made them a payable propesition again.
We must remember that it was in a time
of depression in 1851 that gold was discovered
in Victoria. That dmoxc:v created a con-
siderable rush from all over Australia and
from overseas. Later on in 1867, when
labour conditions were depressed in Quecens-
land, the Gympie field was discovercd. The
result was a considerable rush of both unem-
ployed and employed men. The latter threw
up their billets and weut to the goldfields.
11 1892, when business was dull in other parts
nf Australia, gold was discovered in Western
Australia. People flocked to that State, and
that discovery saved the situation. We also
find that the discover y of gold in California
and South Africa was the means of develop-
ing and bringing those countries to the fore,
and putting thvm in the position in which
we find them to-day. What has happened
in the past can happen again. It is when
conditions are depressed that people go out
in the hope of discovering new goldfields.
It we could discover a new goldfield in
Queensland, or more than onc—there is room
for considerably more than one goldfield—
we should to a certain extent solve the unem-
ployment problem. The people would flock
to it. If the ficld were an alluvial one,
prople who had no knowledge of mining
x\ould find employment and some reburn
would accrue to the State. Therefore, it is
good policy for the Government to spend a
certain amount of money in the development
of minum

A certain sum is appropriated to aid pros-
peeting, Even if these prospectors are paid
on the basis of £1 per week for single men.
and £2 per week for married men, thov will,
with thmx earninigs from the glound receive 4
wage greafer than they would receive if they
remained in their home town. One never
knows what the returns from our pros-
pectors are. Nearly all prospectors have 2
small bottle of gold. Very often those
returns arve net shown in the monthly min-
ing returns, hecause they may be sold to a
bank or a jewcller, or posted direct to the
Mint in Victoria. We really do not know
what wealth is recovered by our prespectors.
Quite a number of places are being pros-
pected at the present time by pcople who
are not being assisted by the Government.
The returns 1n that respect all help in the
development of the State. At the present
time 6,873 men arce employed in connection
with metalliferous mining, but if a field,
such asx  Gympie or Charters Towers,
developed, it would not be unreasonable to
expect that number to increase to 30,000.

I am pleased to sce that there has been
an 11701omo in the value of gold wou during
the last year, as the following figurcs of the

zold plOdUCthll of Queenaland m]l show—

£
1832 98,815
1931 55,842
1939 33,224

I am satisfied that the year 1933 will show
an increase on the previous year.

[Mr. Tozer.
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The following are the figures of the value
of silver-lead mining in the years shown:—

£
1932 573,613
1931 230,740
1930 41169

But for the unfortunate occurrence that has
meant a cessation of certain silver-lead min-
ing activities in the State, those figures
would probably have been  consid ‘I:Ll)l
increased during the current year.

Legislation has been introduced to try to
stabilise the coal industry, the production
of which in Qucensland was as follows in
the years shown:—

£
1932 684,555
1931 699,926
1830 952,856

Those figures show a decline, which is pro-
bably accounted for by the general slump
in mining, because when mining was in full
swing the mining fields were large customers

of coal. At one time Gympie procured coal
from the Burrum, from Ipswich, and even
from North Queensland. Coal could be

obtained at 19s. a ton, but the price rose
until it was costing £2 a ton, and as there
was no corresponding increase in the value
of gold, which was of a standard value, it
meant that the high price of coal, which was
brought about by frequent wage increascs
granted by arbitration courts, made other
production unprofitable. At any rate, the
coalminers practically killed themselves by
making the price of coal so high.

Up to 1932 the Gympie goldfield alone
turned out wealth to the value of £3,394,177.
Up to 1982 the gold produced in Quecnsland
wasz valued at £85,680,350, all other mining
was valued at £68,022,933, so that the total
wealth from mining in Queensland recached
the fabulous sum of £154,603,283. That
wealth can be obtained again, and there is
not the slightest doubt that thoze who come
after us will live to prove it. In addition
to that, the discovery of oil in Queensland
for instance, would be of tremendous assist-
ance and absorb a big army of unemployed.
At the present time the ten bores put down
all prove that a certain amount of petroleum
or petroleum gas is available. We ~only need
to tap the right source, as there is not the
stightest doubt that we have oil in Queens-
land. We cannot get it at once—if we could,
fortuncs would be made quite easily—but
some day someone will develop the right
place, and Quecensland will then get the
benefit.

The Gymipie fleld has turned
3,000,630 oz. of gold in its time,
within 100 miles of Brisbane.
unwater the mines and get into the old
workings abandoned twenty wears ago we
could in many places get on to stone which
owing to the increazed value of gold would
be payable. The big reefs there spread right
from the Monkland end to the northern end
of the field, where there was gold just on the
paying level when gold was at a low price.
At the present incrcased price that would
be a payable proposition. It would rcturn
a considerable amount of money and employ
a good many of the uncraployed. That is a
big proposition, but it can be done. There
are places in New Zealand, for instance,
Whahi, where they are bailing at the rate
of 1,000,000 ga'lons a day. We were bailing
at Gympie with wooden, and in some cases

out over
and 1t 1is
If we could
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iron, buckets or tanks. We could not bail
by that means to the same extent, as if we
had pumped by electric power.

There is a revival of mining in the Gympic
field. We have at the northern end of the
field north of the Two-mile Crosscourse
something like 500 or 600 acres taken up and
on the southern end of the field, between the
Inglewood and Sovereign CIOQSLOUXNO there
is a big stretch of gold-bearing country which
has never becn plclmd up south of Inglewood.
That 1is a mining proposition which will
require the best brainsg for its development.
I do not say that the best brains will find the
gold. Whether the Inglewood has had the
effect of throwing the gold-bearing country
down immediately south of Inglewood or
throwing it to the west dltogethm has to be
proved. Most certainly it was tried before,
and so far it has not been proved.

Then we have to the west of the field what
is called the Dawn, an undcveloped arca. We
were working the Dawn for a considerable
time, and it worked out at 18 dwt. to the ton.
That did not pay us When we were working
it, but at the present price of gold it would
pay handsomely. There are large reefs in
the country taken up, and it will be proved
to a certain cxtent now.

Then we have the castern side of Gympie.
Two arcas of 50 acres have been taken up
there to try what we call the Oriental.
Extended ground—there is a chance there,
too. There are big chances on the north,
south, cast, and wost of the old pdlt of the
vapxc field.  The reason why we have to
test these localitics is that owing to the water
that is in the old part of the field we cannot
get down; the water would beat us; unless
we bail the water down to 100 feet and keep
it batled. Then you might work to that
depth, then go to 200 feet, and so on. If we
can, then the Gympie field will be a payable
ploposnlon Developments may occur on the
northern end of the field. We have one
shaft there, certainly only 49 feet, and we
have erected machinery, concreted the sur-
face. and erected poppet legs. We expect
to get developments within 300 or 400 feet.
If we get those dcvelopments I undmstand
that Gold Mines of Australia Limited will
take an intercst in the northern end, and are
prepared to sink two diamond rock drills
in that country. There must be considerable
revival of mining on the field if they develop
anything at all. The shaft that is going
dovn foL the uew Gympie Gold Mines, No
Liability, is <o situated that gold has been
actually got on the north, the east, and the
south, and the only reason why we cannot
say that it will not be got on the west is
because the river runs right along the western
side and practically no mining has been done
in that arca. Where you get gold north,
cast, and south and you s,nI\ in a locaht‘:
where there are Lno“n reefs, and you know
the slate country Is there, you are pretty well
assured of getting some development Some
YO&TS ago the Department of Mines sank with
a rock drill to the extent of abous 900 fect
in the northern area and cut slate at about
700 feet, but owing to the fact that the
country was all Jocked up by that depart-
ment nohody could take it up for mining
purposcs. That country has now been thrown
open, and the whole of it has been taken
up and is being worked.  Of course, I
would point out in connection with mmmg
that we have to face the numerous troubles
such as strikes. We have the expericiice of
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Supply. 1455

At one of the mectings of
the Mount Morgan Company, Mr. J. M.
Niall, the chairman, sald —

“But for the deerees of the Queens-
land Arbitration Court, affecting not only
wages but also the conditions of working,
it was more than probable the great
undertaking wou]d have continued on an
extensive scale and produced large quan-
tities of gold and copper at a time when
the country was urgently in need of
exports, particularly gold.”

Mount Morgan has becn started again.

A Governvent Mewser: Thanks to the
Labour Party.

Mr. KENNY :
tration.

Mr. TOZER: The Moore Government
started and the Labour Government con-
tinued it—let us put it that way. It does
not matter now that the mine is again work-
able. I hope that the men, when it does get
thoroughly going, will not go out on strike.
We have had zn unfortunate experience In
the North, and we do not want another im
the South. It appears thatr so soon as a
mining company gets on to a payable propo-
sition the employees think it 1s time to put
on the acid test. It is unfortunate that this
kind of thing happens, but it does happen.

We also have the tremendous burden of
taxation. Therc was a chance of selling a
mine in which I was interested, and we were
going to sell in the first instance at £35,000,
but we found we would have to pay prac-
tically £10,000 in taxation. The taxution.
was—

Mount Morgan.

Thanks to the Moore Adminis-

In the £1

State Income Tax . .. b ‘
Super Tax ... 1 22/5
Unemployed Rel fef Tax 0 114
Federal Income Tax 1
Fed:ral Property Tax

Although we were sclling to a lavrger com-
pany in order to devclop The mine, we found
that we were in for taxation to the extent
of 10s. 82/5d. in the £l—practically half of
the sale price. We took opinion from cxperts,
but we found we could only get certain
excmptions, and even with those we would be
in for considerable taxation. If the Secretary
for Mines could relieve mining of the taxa-
tion in some way, I think he would be doing
a considerable bencfit to the community.

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [9.41 p.m.]: During the

tast few years considerable attention has
heen given to mining in Queensland. Both
the previous Government and the present

Admistration have been very active In
encouraging all forms of prospecting our
mineral res swources. It was felt by both par-
tics, when in Government, that if we could
only make a valuable dlscoxcry of gold in
Queensland we thould be able to tide over
the difficult times through which we were
passing.  The mining 1ndu~hy has come to
the aid of the State durlnfr depressed periods
in the past. It has plondod employment
for quite a large number of people during
trying times. The appropriation this year
is in excess of the appropriation last year,
but it is quite consistent with the appropria-
tion during past vears. I am hopeful that
the Minister will give even gleater assist-
ance fowards the development of mining:
activitics in this State. Queensland, with.

Mr. Brand.]
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her large areas, offers many opportunities
for successful mining operations if only the
price of base metals would increase.  One
of the greatest difficulties ihat have con-
fronted the people engaged in mining dur-
ing the past twelve months has been the low
prices of ba<e metals ou the markets of the
world, and with the exception of gold almostg
all mining is at a low cbb to-day. It i3
to be )(‘rletted that a field that promised
so well has not developed 1n accordance with
anticipations. 1 refer , which a
few months age promised to become a

vigorous g Idmnmm field.  There does not
seem 1o be any ho}m that Cracow will
develop o another  Gympie, another

Charters Towers, or another Mount Morgan,
but it is to be hopLu that whatever gold is
hidden in the bowels of the earth at ancow
will scon be uncarthed by the companies
operating on the field. Quite a considerable
numbar of our unemploved could he utilised
in uscful work on this field.

It s to be vegretted that one of our
largest mining undert (Ll\lnfrq in Queensland,
that of the Mount Iza Company, has ceased
operations indefinitely. I sympathise with
the Minister in the diffieultics which attach
to his office. I kunow that he is anxious that
this splendid undertaking should be re-
opencd. It is to be do])]on\rl that one of the
factors that militate against the rcopening
of the works is the present low price for
metal. Tt is to be hopo(l that the marlket
prices for metal will increase, and that at no
far distant future the Mount Isa Company
will recommence operations, and that a large
number of people will once more be engaged
in useful emplioyment.

There has been considerable activity in
gold production throughout Queensiand. ~The
price of gold has encouraged prospectors to
go out into the country in search of the
precious metal.  During the past year, as
well as during  vears of the Moore
Government, considerable activity has taken
place on the goldmining fields, and the
Moore CGovernment are to be conglatuhted
for encuuraging prospectors to go in search
of gold. Up until about three years ago
prospecting for gold had almost disappeared
in Queensland. It was very rarve that onc
came across a genuine prospector for gold.
Even the old fossicker scemed to have dis-
appeared, but with the financial assistance
cextended fo them by the Moore Gov ernmeit
prospectors have been instrumental in win-
ning a considerable quantity of gold for this
country. The ex-Secretary for Mines devoted
a considerable amount of time to the develop-
ment of schemes which he hoped would lead
to the discovery of a very valuable gold-
mining field in Queensland. TLike the hon
member who has just resumed his seat, I
am pleased to note the progress of Mount
Morgan. {Considerable quantities of orc are
known te exist at Mount Morgan. I under-
stand that a survey revealed mineral orcs
valued at £16.000,000. The Moore Govern-
ment, recognising the enormous value the
development of these ores would be to the
State, very wisely, as events have proved,
gave encouragement to a company to renew
operations there. No doubt those operations
will result in continued activity not only
in the Mount Morgan district but in Central
Queensland in genera

The hon, member for Gympie referred to
the coalmining industry, and instanced its
decline in production during the past three

[Mr. Brand.
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vears. It is regrettable that this decline
has taken place. T am very pleased to
notloc that the Minister realises the diffi-
culty of the coalmining companies, and has
brought down a Bill which Parliament will
have an opportunity of discussing again
shorily. There ave many reasons why the
department should give particular attention
to the Cncour"ucnlmxt of coalmining opera-
tions, It is the only class of mining w hl(’h
pays tribute to the Crown. Rovalty is paid
on every ton of coal mined. Consequently,
it is our 1utv to conscrve that industry and
see that it 1s safeguarded, because the State
has a direet intevest in its operation.

Undoubtedly the Minister has a very
anxious time before him, but I hope he will
continue the policy which was pursued by
his predecessors. fle has given indications
that he is prepared to do so, and I hope
that these manifestations will continue, and
that in the coming year encouragement will
be coutinued to men to work mining fields
in the hope that something will be discovered,
not only of wvalue to Queensland but also
of much importance to Australia. I am sure
this (,omnutteo will support the various votes
for the department, because we all realise
that we have mineral ores capable of giving
employment to thousands of people. In this
respect we have in my clectorate the old
mineral fields of Mount Shamrock and Mount
Perry. Opcrations have been very active
ihere during the past twelve months, Pros-
pectors and miners are searching for metals.
Considerable money and employment have
been devoted to that work. In the past
those fields proved very valuable factors in
mining development in Queensland. Mount
Shamrock provided (’onﬂdelable work many
vears ago and produced a large amount of
gold. Tt is believed that with the increased
price of gold to-day a large field will open
up there. Only recently a company com-
menced opera’monq on that field, spending
a large amount of money on machlnerv for
the purpose of providing it as a large ‘gold-
mining show, and I believe this activity will
result in a Iarge number of peoplo making
their homes in the locality. Mount Po“v
which at one time had a populatlon of
several thousands of peonle, has in recent
vears deelined. Mining operations, however,
have been renewed in that mineral field, and
give promise of succass All these activities
must help in the development of this great
industry. Ample scope exists in ngonql.md
for an active Minister to give work in
specting to many thousands of people.
Moozre: And if we can get another
Commonwealth grant the Minister will spend
1t.

My, BRAND: I hope the Treasurer will
be able to secure that measure of assistance
which will enable us to spend many thou-
sands of pounds in the search for mineral
wealth

At 9.55 pm.,

The CHAIRMAN: Under the provisions
of the Scssional Orders agreed to by the
House on 16th August and 18th Qctober last,
I shall now leave the chair, and make my
report to the House.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.






