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13:26 Supply. [ASSEJ\IBL Y.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 9 NOVEI\mER, 1933. 

:\fr. o'-PEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Grcgory) 
1nok tLc chair at 10.30 a.Jn. 

QLTESTIO:c\TS. 

~TATE A::\D LOC'AL A FTHORITY lXDEBTEDl\ESS. 

:\h. TI~UC\ES (Wancick) asked the Tre<t-
~nrcr-

·' 1. \Yhat was the public debt of 
QLH'f·n~ln nd at the following respective 
dau·~ :~-30th June, 1915; 30th June, 
1933? 

"2. \Yhat was the debt of local autho
rities 1o the Govcrn1ncnt on the respcc
tin dates of 30th June, 1915; 30th June, 
1933? 

·' 3. \Yhat amount was owing by local 
autlJOl'iti(•s under Stntc guarantee on the 
rc;pedi Ye dates of 30th June, 1915 and 
1933? 

" +. At what dato was authoritv first 
o·cncrallv rrivf'n to local authorit~cs to 
~J('gr;tia tC ._for loans on their own 
account'! " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTIO='J (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer), 
for the TREASDR!,;R. (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Jiacb£)1), replied-

" 1. Public debt of the State of Queens-
land at·- £ 

30th .June. 1915 57,340,753 
30th June, 1933 114,530,855 

"During the year encled 30th June, 
1921, the snm of £5,936,916, representing 
portion of the funds of the Queensland 
Gon'rnment Sa.-ings Bank, was added 
to the public debt. It was the practice 
to make use of thc,,e funds towards 
tuccting the cash requirements of the 
Siatc. As no scruritic;c; were issued for 
+.he 'um used in this manner, the liability 
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"·as not treated as part of the puLlie 
debt. In terms of the agreement under 
which the Queensland Government Sav
ings Bank was transferred to the Com
monwealth Bank in the year 1920 Queens
land Government securities for this sum 
had to Le issued to the latter bank, thus 
necessitating the addition of the amount 
to the public debt. If this transaction 
had taken place on the 30th June, 1915, 
the above amount of £57,340,753 would 
have been increased to £62,324,061. 

"2. Amount due by local authorities 
to the Government at- £ 

30th J uno, 1915 3,878,932 
30th June, 1933 12,355,761 

" 3. Loans to local authorities, etc., 
guaranteed by the Government at-

30th June, 1915 Nil 
30th June, 1933 £11,535,258 

"4. 31st March, 1903, being the date 
on which ' The Local Authorities Act of 
1902 ' came into operation. The first 
guarantee under the provisions of ' The 
Local Bodies Loans G11arantee Act of 
1923 ' was given on the 4th September, 
1923." 

STRIKE AT MOUXT ISA. 

:\h. S\L\YNE (Jiimni\ asked the Secn;
tary for Labour and Industry-

" 1. In connection with the strike at 
::llount Isa, has this strike been author
ised bv the "\ustralia n \Y orkers · 1.:' nion, 
and have the provisions of section 51 of 
the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra
tion Act boon complied with' 

" 2. If section 51 has not been emu
plied with, has any action been taken 
to enforce the pc>nalty provided for an 
offence against that section·: 

"3. Has the Australian \\' orkers' 
Gnion been giYen preference in respect 
of dw work pcdormed by its members 
at 2\Iount Is a '( 

" 4. In view of this strike, has any 
action been taken to secure the abolition 
of mch preference in the public interest'!" 

The SRCRET AHY FOB. LABOUH A:t\D 
L'\DL'STRY (Hon. JH. P. Hynes, Toicns
ril/c) replied-

" 1 to 4. As the case is now being heard 
by the industrial magistrate and is sub 
judice, the present time is not oppor
tune for answering the questions of the 
hon. Incrubcr." 

REGISTERED L':--:rnn•LOYED AND I:-;TEmHTTEXT 

RELIEF \YoRKERs-:\IAY AND AuarsT, 
1932 Ell 1933. 

J\Tr. l\1UORE (,1ubiuny), without notice, 
a~kcd the Secretary for Labour and Indus
try-

" In vi"w of hi'.' reply to a que·,tion 
first asked by me on 6th September last 
relating to the number of registered 
unemployed and int,f'rmittf'nt relief 
\Yorkcrs -nan1('h~. that the infonna tion 
required wouic\ · be conbined in the 
annual report of his department, when 
,,-ill such report Lo made available? " 

The SECRETA.RY FOR LABOUR "\KD 
1:\DUSTRY (Hon. ::VI. P. Hyncs, Toirns
rillt) replied-

" I anticipate that the report will be 
tabled within the next day or two." 

PAPER. 

The following paper was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed :-

Annual report of the Commissioner of 
:'vfain Roads for the year 1932-33. 

SUPPLY. 

RESuMPTIOX oF Co1r~IITTEE-EsTDIATEci --
ELEVENTH A:;;D TwELFTH ALLOTTED DAYB. 

(Mr. Hanson, Hurandu. in the eft,,;,. 
ESTD!ATES-IN -CHIEF, 1933-34. 

DEPART11EKT O>' AGRICULTURE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-
.. That £59.019 bP granted for ' Depart

ment of Agriculture-Chief Office.' ., 

:\Ir. S\YA Y:-o;E (Jiimni) [10.36 a.m.]: On 
a day such as this, when it is raininb. clny 
reference to the neceS3itv of a1·erting !os'< s 
caused Uy droughr) n1a~y appear inapl!l'')
priato; but it is in years of plemy that 
one has to JH'ol·ide for the lean onh to 
follow. a11d tht' rnatter is of such Yital 
in1portancc t hnt I propose to address tny:-.c 'f 
to it this n'OJ'lling. \YP haYe unfonunatcly 
had experience of the losses due to unfa,·c>ur
ab1e sca~ons, and \YC arc also aware l bc~t 
bad seasons wjl! recur. It behoves uB. tliC!··~:
fore~ to take such actiou a:-; 1vill n1inlrni ~·, 
if not totall:· aycrt, the serious losses -,rhi~-·11 
occur throu!{h unfavourable seasons. If hoJJ. 
members will turn to pagE' 184 of thP lrrst 
annual report of the Department of "\grictd
turo and Stock, they will find a table ,vitich 
g·ives inforrnation for the ten-year period 
from 1923 to 1932 concerning· the flocks in 
th£· State, und they ,vill ascertain fr01n tLat 
table that then~ wa8 a. decrease of app .. ox1~ 
mately 4,000,000 sheep in 1926, as compan ! 
with the previous year. ~--\_ rcspousible official 
in ouc of the leading ~iock and f:tation 
agencies of thc State consickrs that the 1926 
drought was only a partial drought. and in 
his opinion the· los·.es could be set do" 11 at 
5.000,GOO. \lhile in other parts there '.';as The 
nonnal jncrrasc. which 011 a C011SCrvative 
valuation of lU~. per head would reprt• .... (·Ht a 
financial ~0~5' of £2.500.0:0. The que~tiu11 for 
considPration i:' Lov,· :-;uch lo.o.,A __ 'S (an be 
av<-'l'tLd and 1• hat ila: dq)artment ( ;:_n do 
aHist ill that- direction. f L:now j~ i.:-; 
a 111atter fo1· priY<ti P entf-~rpri.-.c, whi-ch in 
opinion is tho best 111Cilll6 for doin!..;
work, pro\·ided the Hccc ·su ry dcpartJ?1 :ntal 
assistance ;'i: fcn·thcon1ing; and in thi;:; c ~"'c 
that assi~ta:K·e shouJd conH' from tbc 
rncnt of ~\griculturc and Stock. Tlte 
miitPe \\'ill realise as much '" I do that wool 
is our chiP£ source of incorne. ..c\uy steps that 
can be taken to aYCl't a lo:--:s in our nativ11 ·] 
inccnne ~honld receive our m·gent 
tion. ThrC<' or four nH'thocL: of 
might Le e,dqJ1cd. In a prcYious 
pointed out ho\Y one station situated in 
I might term the middle -.,·cs· of Qlwc;t.,;ut•d 
-I refer to Rctro, a. ~iation in the p, ni\: 
Downs arcrc-had since 1912 made it a 
practice to put in a ulot of 160 acn uf 
wheat annu dl~,·. using the siift' b1acl\. :...t_,il 
flats on the holding for that purpose. lJc!l'· 

ing the wor,t years the station ha-, ca''l'i, J 
25,000 shce]l and has had u 54 !Wr cPnt. 
lambing, although almost every othc1· si Jt'on 
in the Yicinity has had to scok relief count rv. 
Kot only has the station bcPH able to .lv<·;t 
losses in its own case, but it has also heirJcd 

Jir. Sway/1('.] 
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otlH'l' :atio:ns further YH.:·st. \Yhcn I \Vas 
there l noti~·ed a lorry Joa.d of chaH b1. ing 
sont to I~ongrcac:h. 1 coutcnd, therefore, 
that l>rcvi~iou cnn Le n1ade by lllCall:::; u£ H 

Ct..)rtaiu an:_o<.~.nL of agriculture that \rill sa,-c 
Ja1·gc llUtlJbcr uf our fiock-., and herds \\h('!! 
drv tirnes CJlllC. Th~..-' should Le ('iJT('-

fuiJy the ,houlcl du 
· to th•c peopl" wLo 

io c;_:n·v out \Vork. T i'-DU\\-

point'ed out llHlllY 

Ju:wc and haYP .')pt 11t large ;urn:-:. 
1110ney before they have givcu 1t up. l "lH nk 
\Yith lmowleclge of the su'Jject, cand I 
think tbo::c faihn cs 
rof, ruble 

~v- .i:-;t G'.Y!lPl' ·, in doing "'o. 
~\Q<.Lin. i.n ~\e',\ SmTtll \fah"; W(' had a good 

·· durillg a. drought period o£ what 
clone ,y]Lh au jrrigatecl lucerne crop. 

Tllvrc arc ,-.._--.ry fel\ ;-.itE:-: in Queensland 
~uiteJ to that ('l'Op, btn sou1c 

} t ls e~.,s\~ to clcu1uustrate what 
value a ~n~a1l of htCl'l'llc 

tinw of During 
lllCElbl'l':":J of a noted shec'p

lll Ta:~rnania r~tarted to 
gro,- LiC'L'l'llC' Lu-dc· on u fa nu 
ac Co·, r on t:u_, Rivc•r. in ::--..Te\v 
Sc;ut1J Tlle \York thev did w~lS such 
that ilte c;~y.;ennncnt of tilP rtav Jookcfl 
upon it as of national i1nportance ·and sent 
a.u ollicial up to chec~\: i1. Tbis oflic\al 1nade 
an arra..ug,~meHt b:- 1-.:hich he got the use 
of 22 acres for irrigated lucerne. He bought 
1,000 drought-stricken sheep and he fattened 
them dur·ing the 1902 droLLgbt. That shov"i 
tLc lJOS.3ibibties avuilable iu this direction. 

It has been stated that a great deal could 
be done bv the co!,ervatiotl of l\1itchcl! .1nd 
oll;Pr nat.unt! gra'ses in \Ycstcrn Queens
lend. \''o haYe had a great many reports 
Oll the: 111attf'r, son1c of which show that when 
foddet n1ade frmn sttcll ,\ .. n_·a:--::-;e..:: i~ takl'n 
O!Jt of Jhe Sl"i:lcl.;, for ns it ,_,ha" been 1urncd 
inro dust. {Jn the otht~r band. there are nlC..'Jl 

\-.-ho say that n ~tuck lu~ bL't'n found in gcod 
proser.,;ation aftt'r a conf'iderablo nurr1ber 
uf ~Pan. The failure would probably be 
d11c !o ]Jad stackitJg. Those accustomed to 

know that the preservation of hay 
upon its proper stacking, and any 

would 'poil in a short time if the 
\:a,; not well done. I found 

thirt,~en sb1cks of hay on Retro balding, 
some of which were ten or twelve years old, 
aud were still good. So that that difficulty 
•m be overcome by skilful treatment. I 

lm ,-, a letter from that station in which the 
1nitcr meutioJJs that he has just taken a 
crop from 90 acres and ho has out 3 tons 
per· acre, which has cost £1 per ton. There 
an good crops and bad crops, but the aver
age cost of < haff since 1912 has Loon a little 
o,·er £3 a ton. This is Yery good work and 

n•r.v cnc01H'agrn1ent ~hould be g]yon to other 

[Jlr. Swayne. 

do the sarn('. Then thPro is 
'/:e, but I ha n~ not tirne now 

qut·stion. 

which I think rcqui1·es 
Yot.c relate~ to a new proces~ 

bed >Yhich we ;ne told is likely 
tlL) lnitlal difTicuHics haviug 

,l 01 _rco!lro. lam interc,tod in the matter 
fron1 t ~to point of of nlan-,- persons jn 
nly elcctorail'. Ill are considerable 
areas of cattle• countrv. If i\ e il-ish to hold 
otll.' o1.n in tlw Jh.'itif'h beef n1arkot \Y8 

mu~t b:...' tr!·cpurcd to gunra1.1L:~e the qu~l_ity 
uf oul' product•. T an1 afraid the c~:nidltion 
of our bed hcrcb In-; gone kLck consJderablv 
i1 1 re~ I it has Lecause l 
ba \ P area of cattle 

in the 
ear.-; pa:-;t hn~ 

ia l>I'OCLll'Hlg' 

the herds 
The Chief 

of northern 
nu1inlv 

frc 'h bulfs 
of . nit<': L;le t~·pc and quality to in1pro\·c 
Ln~ed ing standards, and not to unhcaltl1y 
c!in1utie conditjons." 

It will lH: ,cen tlwt the Chief Inspector 
bear.:-J out what I have said in reference 
to tlw cletcriul'nt.ion of the quality of our 
cattle. It nw, lw that hero again it is 
a u:::t L('r for p],lvaio cnterpr~sc. Perhaps it 
(10('.3 110t concern the Departrne11t o£ ..t_\gncul
tcuc but I think the Minister should get 
into' touch lVith hi,.-, collPague, tl1e :Hinislt..'r 
for T1 1vlwt can be dono to 
1 -·'l'-'t rhaps by rnakillg big 

on purebred bulk 
to pPOllle in di~ttcl1t .parts of

1 
~lie 

It 1:-; lH C'S.,arv ihat ~on1cLung 
bo dolH .. ' to ;,,si~t thi: 1ndus-

icy 'H. ~u I lJ·,yo pr ·vionsly S<Lid, a 
drought-a drought ln one section of 

Quce11~l JJHl-resultPd in a loss of sheep ~~ 
ti1e of £2.500,u00. It cauuot be sail< 
tllnt it iinpo~ __ iLle t!n·ough .a shortage 
of c<J;-,11. n,~ it i~ p1·opv eel to spc1_1d 
£2 000 000 on a third bridg·e over the Bns
La{lc riiYf'l'. Surely, if it is pos~ible. for a qo
rernmcnt to spend so much money m th.e Cl~Y 
areas, it is poesible for them to .assist m 
tho 'ncouragement of the beef. mdustry.! 
Of cour.c, we all know that the mdustry ~s 
affectrod bv tlJG variation of seasons and 1t 
is diflicult'to calculate for a year ahead what 
rC'iurn is likely to he received. F_rom what 
I ]Jave been able to road, it is evident that 
the gl'azlcJ will havt' to do rh0ir n:H'Y bc.st 
and produce dock of the first quahty In 
order to ret0oin markets already held, and 
to secure new markets. It is possible that 
stock 'vi!! ha1·e to be forced to a certam 
clt'~~·l'C'('. ThPrC' is nn1ch goocl coun.try \Yhorc 
i'he nahtnd gra~.;.;e:-: o!·dinnrily w1l1 suffi('e, 
but seasons arc variable. It might be pos
sible, howeyer, to adopt some system. for 
the raising of lucerne in certain looahtJes. 
Thera are some excellent lucerne paddo~ks 
west of Brisbane, but I am told that owmg 
to the adYent of motor vehicles there is no 
call for lucerne for horse feed, and these 
padcloeks are, therefore, useless f.or that pur
po,e. It might be found profitable. to let 
such areas for the purpose of toppmg up 
cattle in a few weeks. I remember on .the 
Hunter River as a bov-it is a long time 
ago, a little over sixt"y years-i~ was the 
custom to use lucerne land for thrs purpose. 
I think it was said that 1 acre of lucerne 
\Yould top up four bullocks. I have 
ah·oad,- pointed out that a small arc.a 
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of 22 "'res planted with lucerne was suffi
(·ient to maintain 1,600 thought-stricken 
she<">. That is verified by the official reports 
ol' ti1c Depart:neni of Agticulture in New 
:--;on{ l1 \Yalcs. Tlkrt' are n1any areas of 
l~ll(t on ca:-,tl'rll 1·ln:J' l'dttPrRt!Pcb, lJarti-

1n ttw lhn· ... ! ·tt, Fltz1·oy, :.:nd 
Bnnlt di tria,.;., hich are .adj ~·cent to 
y· tt 1·~ J1es uncl :--.uitablo fo1· irrig<.~.tiou 

I kno '' of one place on the 
coast, \Vulllcdg_i, :rrhcro a nat.ural 

lago'>ll i~ u:-Jecl fo~· irrtgabon ptn·poscs In a 
dn ,ea-on. y, ith the result that that area 
prcHluc: s oplc1,did of fodder while the 
re-t of ihe cmu,try qUlte bare of grass. 
There a1·e nun1orous other places vvhere 
_-.,inii1ac l'l'i3ult-.~ could be obtained. Sn1all 
arc a."' of l hi.:· killcl go a lo:1g way in :prodl!c

J· i·1 quite possible that rehef 
be ntiliscd in the ostabhsbment 

plants by the construction 
am! other artif1cial wo,ter 

.. '\' .. hen tnn·elling through cattle 
country in the Clermont district I noticed 
lJig 1\.; tf rholP and lagoons that n1ight woll 
he- fOi' the purpose· that I have 

0 f cour:3e. do not po~.sess 
that obtain South America, 

is gr011 n on large areas cover
of sqnarc n1ilcs of country, 

a ~eepagc of rnelting snows 
1 h• hnt \Ye shonld make the 

b~ t of r!:w adYautagcs at onr command. 
1 do not ,,-ish to be extrcrncly critical of 
the dP:>t_1·hn~:nt just now, but I am ~atisfied 
that in the last year or so 1nu~h tn;ne has 
been wasted by the department m qmtc use
lP· l,•g·-i· ~atio11. J\ly proposal 1s n1uch 

than many things that have been 
i 1 up to elate, and I am satisfied that 
if 111~· j,.;; adopted lwge pPt·:odwa.l 
economic will be avoided. During my 
long· life on the land I c.tn remember that 
cm·· thoughts were turned c~iefly in ~he 
direction of 1rondering \Yhen It was going 
to rain. \Ye experience a. few good sca;:.ons 
aml tlwn of drought; and we shall 
haYP again. No rnoro useful work 
cotdd cnrrio(l out. in the interests of 
pl iman production than an investigation 
into the possibilitic3 of averting tl~e severe 
economic loss due to droughts. ActiOn must 
be taken. 

\Ye are hopeful of boing able to engage 
in the chilled beef trade in the markets of 
tlw world but it behoves the cattle-owners 
to be prc],ared to supply the trade with. a 
mitable tvpe of stock when the opportur:1ty 
offers. I have a!rGady pointed out that ~u.lta
hilitv is a matter of quality and cond1t10n. 
\Ye ~shall probably have two or three years 
of aoorl t3ca:::ons-110ssib1y rnore If we are 
lncl<y-but we should not enjoy th~se gc;od 
sca.sons without gi \-ing son1e consideration 
to the safegnards that sh?uld be en;ployed 
to nrov~·nt serious economiC loss dur1ng the 
ine;·itable dry years that would follow. 

2\fr. LARCOMBE (Rockham.?Jton) [10.57 
a. m.]: The hon. member for :!\firani, who 
j.-, a nract.ical fanner of Inany years stand
lno·. 'has contributed a very interesting 
ep~ech on the possibility of agricultural 
n):-'f'arch. 

As the representative of a very important 
agricultural district and. one who has had 
the pJf _1que of rcpresent:ng for m.any years 
a constlh1enc~v partly agncultural Ill natu~:e1 
I run ph'a,cd to be able to spr•ak WJch 
appro• nl of the annual report of the 
Department of Agriculture and Stock for 

the year 1932-33 and to commend the Minister 
and his ofTicC'rs for the verv (_•xcclleut Rer
Yice they haYc rendered to the State during 
the pa~t year. It is pleasing to read thP:-:Je 
remark.-; on p:tgo 9 of the report, dealing 
\Yith dairying-

,, Yet another annual record has been 
achie\-ed in dairy production, the factory 
output of butter exceeding that of the 
prov ious yeccr by nearly 5,000,000 lb., not
'· ithstancling the climatic vagaries that 
contriLuted so much to comparatively 
low crop I'Oturns in other branches of 
husbandry.'' 

It Js gratifying to note that degree of 
in butter production in this State 

the !ir~t twelve ruouths of the 
Forgau ~1nith Adminlstratinll. lt is useful 
to i'8Yic, that section of tho report and 
to compare it with the absurd predictions 

our opponents prior to the last election, 
tiJev said that if Labour was returned 

io power" all confidence in industry would 
disctppctn and the Yolume of production 
I\ ould seriously decline. 

lt i:-3 interesting io rcviPW the vrogress 
of tl1i::> The hou. n1crubcr for 
Cooroora nnd tl1e ho11. rnetubc:T for J\Iur· 
r:nnLa. lil~c the-;! hon. lllenibcr for JUi1·ani, 

\Yitl1 the phy'i' a! tho research 
'- the experirnental side, the scientific 

of agTiculture. \Ye were told this r.aOl"Il

ln tl1e pres~ that there vvas an at1nosphcrc 
A1Tadiau :;iruplicity about the Ccnnmittee 

yt '·terday. Dut -\\"hen the hon. lner11ber~ 
for Enoggera and Cook ro-;c to thclr feet, 
lLat Hlmo;p)JC,·e of Arcaclian simplicity and 
ntral tranquillity disapp0lJ'L'd as if by magic. 
On,, might describe the state of the Com-

thl'll in lhc terms used by the hon. 
for Cooroora in referring to a 

::-.]JPC!al k1Lcl of gra~ . ..;-blne panic. Blue 
panic ec1ncd to ~',·-·izo the Conn11itt l't', and 
tbc...,e i\YO hon. n1C1nbcrs exchanged plea_an
li'ie.' or; the rc•latiYo merits of the agricul
tLlral policic' of their respcctiYc Govern
rnent:" I iutend to r11ake a brief reference 
to the speech of the hon. member for Cook 
later. 

The re.d difficulties and problems of the 
agt·iculturi~t aucl of agr1rulturo have not 
been discussed. I haYe collated them as 
follows:-

1. The hostile policy of the Fedoro,l 
GoYornmcnt in relation to Queensland 
industries. 

2. The secret commission eviL 

3. High brokerage and handling 
charges. 

4. High rates of interest. 

5. High overseas shipping charges. 

6. Scarcity of markets. 

7. The low prices of produce. 

8. Fifty years of squatters' Government 
in Quo,'nsland, until Labour Adminis
tration took controL 

9. The tariff polic:: of the Lyons Go
vcrrnncnt. 

10. The Ottawa Agreement. 

Those ten points summarise the outstanding 
difficulties of the agriculturist and agricul
lLlre in ihis State. 

It is hardly nece..;sary to ~ay much con~ 
cerlling tho first point. It is obYious that 

JJJr. Larcombe.] 



1330 Supply. l ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

the action of the Federal Government in 
respect of our primary industries-namely, 
the cotton, tobacco, banana, sugar, and 
other industries, has been unfortunate in the 
extreme. It has reduced the volume of pro
duction and the value of production, and 
seriously handicapped the producer. 

The secret commissJOn evil has been 
reviewed by a royal commission, and the 
serious handicap and burden imposed on 
the producer by it has been demonstrated. 
I hope-I feel sure-that as a result of that 
investigation this evil will be greatly reduced 
in the future, if it does not entirely dis
appear. 

Brokerage and handling charges arc very 
important to the agriculturist. The Labour 
Government have helped to remove the 
handicap and disability in this direction so 
far as agriculture is concerned. A great 
handicap, however, still falls on the pro
ducer in the wool industry in respect of 
them. The action of the Labour GO\·ern
ment in ec;tablishing primary producers' 
pools and prirnary producers' organisations 
and enacting similar legislation has been 
beneficial not only in enabling him to organise 
better methods of distribution, hut also in 
securing a greater return for his labour. 
In reply to a question I submitted, the 
Department of Ag,riculture i·nformed me 
that products worth £20,000,000 are now 
handled in this State by organised market
ing. That fact giYcs one an idea of the 
achantage of Labour legislation in solving 
the problem of distribution in this State. 

Rates of interest charged by priYate 
in,titutions arc still too high, although the 
Federal Labour Government, by their 
policy, reduced interest rates, and thereby 
lightened tho burden on the agriculturist 
greatly in the last fcvv years. Co1nplaint 
has bcPn made bv the hon. member for 
Cook, and other llon. rn0n1bcrs concerning 
the intere't charges of the Agricultural 
Bank. That question can be more con
YO•niently and appropriately discms0d on 
another Yote. but in passing I will say that, 
mctaphoric8.1ly speaking, the Labour Govern
ment carried the agriculturists on their backs 
for 1nany years in rf'6ard to interest ratcc.;. 
They did not charge the rates of interpst 
that were exacted from the GoYernmont bv 
the ovcrsPas rnoneY-leudcr. If one analvs0. 
the rates charged for ~01110 years in Que'Pns
land, he will find that the Labour GoYorn
ment haYe been generous to the producer. If 
hon. mcmbPrs opposite consider the rate of 
int.Prcst on Agricultural Bank adva11ccs too 
high, why did they not n'cluce it? That 
is not a mere platitude, but a fair, honest 
challenge. 

l\Ir. B.\RXES: ).'foncv vt-ducs arc ycry 
tlitfercnt to-day from ,;;hat they were. 

1\lr. LARCO:'v1BE: Certainly. but money 
YaluPs ha.vc not cha,ngcd a great deal in 
tlH~ past ('lghfeen months. One objPction l 
hav<e to !-he criticism of hon. members oppo
::;ite is that thcv inclict Labour Governrnents 
for fniliug- to- do what they failed to do 
themsPlYes. Although they had three years 
to do so, the late GoYernmont did not 
reduce the rate of interest on ~.\gricultural 
Bank loans. 

rrhr overseas shipping rates aro also high. 
\Ye know that as a result of recent protests 
to the Prime Minister of Australia some 
slight reduction has been made. The 
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growers' l'ClJroscntatives associated with fruit 
and other industries pointed out that they 
were faced with ruinous charges made by 
the shipping combine, which increased its 
rates after the Commonwealth Government
controlled shipping line was discontinued. 
The value of that line as a competitor 
against the overseas shipping interests and 
as an influence in reducing shipping charges 
to the lowest possible point was only realised 
when it had gone out of existence. 

11r. BRAND: ThE' shipping charges ha Ye 
been reduced. 

:Vir. LARCOMBE: Yes; but hon. mem
bers opposite cannot dispute the fact that 
shipping dutrges are still all too high. 

The question of low prices for primary 
products is interlinked with the question of 
thr decreased purchasing po-wer of our hornc 
u1ark:l't due to unernployrnent. There is very 
little hope of any radical improvement fot· 
agriculture in Queensland, or indeed 
throughout the world, until there is a reason
able Uloddication of the econornie, rnonctary, 
.end banking system of the world. \Ylwre at 
le<lst 100.1 00,000 people are suffering directly 
,and indirectly frou1 uncruployrrwnt~ how can 
IY0 expect the Queensland producer to find 
a ruarkct and a l'C',lsonablc price for his 
pl'oducb? Lnen1ployment is a scriou~ eYil 
Lhat lb aH'ecting the agriculturist, depriving 
him of a profitable market, and robbing him 
of a rea:-3onable price'. I-tcre we corne back to 
fu~t prlnciph'j and original causes-up to 
the present we haYc been dealing \Yith 
pa!liatin's. It is necessary to concentrate 
on that fundumental evil which, until it is 
modilicd in some~ respects, 'Yill keep the 
fanner in subjection in this and every other 
country. 

Ivly nPxt point has relation to the fifty 
years of squatters' governrnent in Queens
land~an influPnce that ha" scriouslv affected 
th(' sm.all fanner. Legi:·dation wUs frmncd 
and adtnini.stration ,,·as dictated by c;. con
.sidL'ration of the interest of tho great squat
tiug combines of thi5 State. Land Inonopoly 
''a:; rampant as a result of iho control of 

monopolistic party for fifty years. In 
progress during- the firct fift:v ye.ars of 

(~U< .. 'l'll.sland's histot~'l was n1uch slo\\ er 
because of that hcaYy handicap alld Lurden 
than otherwise it would haYe been. 

:\Ir. ::Vl.\xwELL: The rate at wh;ch the 
public debt was incren:-;ed \\'aS certainly 
fkwcr. 

:\lr. LARCO:\lBE: If the hon. member 
IYil! turn to the "'Queensland Producer,'' 
he will find there eloquent proo£ of the 
CYcrely handicapping inHucnccs of the 

:--quatters GoYern1ucnt 1n Qucen;:;land for 
half a < 'ninry. 

:\Iy nintlt point deals with the LYons 
Go\·crnnlent's tariff policy, which i~ helPing 
t·) :"tna-=-h do•;vn that great n1anufactnring 
J ,--1-i('_V that v.as :-;pcocling rapidly ,hl~ad 
under the careful direction of the Seullin 
CoYC'rllHH'nt. lf \Ye retard the gTOP,Tth of 
pcpulation-as \YO shall do unll~ss seco11dary 
!Hdu:o;trie,, art~ bnilt up-1Y8 rh'finiLcly rc:3trict 
hcuH) llHll'kets and h1 sSC'D the opportunities 
of the Quecn,Jrmd producer who requires a 
home ~\s a. matter of fact. the 

and Australian producer needs 
bl' lees dependent upon a- capricious and 

unccrtaill overseas n1arket. There is a 
direct interdependence between the agricul~ 
turc_' of Qucemland, the tariff policy, and 



Supply. [8 NovE:YIBER.] Supply. 1331 

:--<~connary industries. Unfortunatelv. not 
onh ha~ the Lyons Govenunent '"'policy 
L,ir •ctlY dan1_ag(•d our prin1ary producers in 
lilH'en~land, but it ]~ aLo indirectly iH.iuring
ttlPlll b_y li1nitjng that horue rnarkct which 
; '"'' c·cc~ntial to the local producer. 

Then ] come to the tenth point, which deal,; 
IYith thP Otta·~; a AgrccnlPllt. \Yhat au 
e]o,lncntly profOLu:d >ilcnce has been c•xhibited 
by Loll. llle~11ber op.:__)o itP v. ith rPgard to the 
OttaY a ..:\gl'PCnlcnt~nu agrl't'Jnent t1wt 1va:s 
n~h~,rcd i1; , \·ith ~peeutt ulal' effect. glorjfied 
a:-::. which \von1d relie-ve the grower 

nnd hailed as a rr1ean::; b_y 
'vonld be given to agri

bnt also in other parts 
. \Yhat a contra;:;t 

tlwrc' ]-. lwt\Y{'C'll the ~rriu1 reality aEd the 
l)i'OHti;;•.'-" tLal IYl'rP I;:ule--bL't\\·(~Cn actual 
rr~ult:-: ai1cl tilt_' fa1rT,~ln..nd-likC' tah,~ of the 
::-plcucl !d Lcne-fil~ thaut \Yould .accrue 10 the 

·,·i'' of (._'!-:cen~laud and Atl.~tralia fron1 
Ot t a \1 a ~\gTcrnlcnt ~ 

iJ~lY• bc:_'ll 111ade b:;· l'hP 
culrnri , u1Hh•r r hjs ugrecrnent 
r<'al :1 d.\·aJ·.tagP in r0turn. 

agrl
an:~ 

Lc·t me rder to a quotation cf the 
of 2nd SepternLer :a·-t 

the' nlattcr-

1\Iinistcr for Commerce (:'·Ir. F. 
art) said to-day that fron }-·; 
20ih August c")lorts of hmtcr 

C;on1n1olr<calth anrount(~d 1 :) 
(3.9('0 tons) comporc,1 , .. ·,th 

360.786 boxt" (8,019 tom;) fm the corT s
ponf1ing period ln.st year. 

" Shipn1011ts to the United ICiugdunl 
totn lied 121,275 boxes (3,032 tons) ag"iinst 
325.597 Loses (8.140 tons) for i he con·,cs
ponding P'~riod last year. rcpre"cntjT:g 
a dccrcao,e of 62 per cent. Shipment· lo 
other countries, however, jncrcascd !rmn 
879 tons to 937 tons." 

'Ihat is 1 he grim realitv of the Oita I': a 
Agrcernent. The Queensla~1d and AustraF:tn 
grGn-C'r incnrr0d substantial obligations ns 
a L_~mlt of tLat. agrcernPnt. hoping for so1nc 
cmnpcn~ating adYantage, but wo find that 
the quantity oi butter exported to England 
is decrensing and the prico has dropped 
enormously. In uo way at all has the 
Ottawa .AgreerrlCnt assisted the Queens la ncl 
prod uccrs. I shall now quote some of tlw 
cable messages that have recently appeared 
concerning the Ottawa Agreement. \Ve hccvc 
t1re "EYcn1ng Kcws" of Rockhampton. of 
5th Tllay of thE. present year, stating-

" The former Secretary of State for 
the Dominions (Mr. L. C. M. S. A mer:,:) 
in a letter to the press states that the 
Argentine and Danish ugr0e1ncnts ure 
disastrous betrayals of ihe principh•s 0f 
Empire co-operation; though they may 
be strictly consistent with the letter, of 
the Ottcn;a Agreement they arc abso
lutely incunsistont with jts spirit." 

i:'o we find that after the Ottawa Agreement. 
an a.gr,~euient has been <'ntereJ. into bv the 
Briti~h Go,·ernment with other countr[e, 
contran to the spirit of tho Ottrr wa Agree
tncnt. rrbat. i.s (be reason "\Vhy butter exports 
are decreas;ng and why the Queensland pro
ducer is not getting the advantages v:hirh 
\vero promi,cd him when the Ottawa Ag-ree
ment was made. \V e find the following in 
the '· lJ&ily Mail" of 28th April la t :-

"Lord Boaverbrook in a s]wcial ;nler
now said the Danish Agreement is 

,,-icked. Supporters of the ErnpirP poiicy 
put the Govcrnrnent in po\Yer, and vre 
have been Letraved and sold to 
foreigners.'' u 

haY(' d0alt. with my ton point1s. 
ha,·c 'hmnr hon. members a f, \V of ihu 
problcrns that confront the farn1er in QuccL ;
lanJ ancl od1or p.art~ of Australja. Tho-:e 
are the problems that haYc to lw faced a'>d 
wh-eel; :rnd the~;; will neYcr he fac d drrd 
solYed by a party repn~sentcd by hm1. rnc'tn~ 
bc:z·"') opposite~. 

;11r. J\Luv;ELL interjcctccl. 

:\lr. L~RCOJ\IBE: I "-ill give the hfn. 
rut.:lnbt..r for Too\VOHg a {1uoiation frmn the 
'; PToduccl's) ReviciY." In an aJticle of J.6i Ll 
October of last year it is stated-

'· J~ .. 1aYbe in the 110ar futurp ::;;p1f-pL'l'
~l:rYatiOn \\ill ('01npel our priwary pl'l.;· 
duccrs to join with Labour in po1itic.) iu 
an f'lldca•;our to bring about a new 
2ocjal and econmnic order IYhich 1vill not 
be dominated by capital." 

That is not the opinion of a Labour papt~r, 
but thr cow::.idPred opi11ion of the "'Pro
ducers' H..eYiciY," a journal of standing a11d 
crf.'dit in Qn(~ensland, which rep1·c . ..:ent~ tho 
111an on thr: land. 

Lf't rnc pa::;;s on to 
Cook'3 remarks concerning 
industry. 1:fcrc, again.. he tries to ,_,Jottd 
the is:;;uc. That js a fa.Yolujtc n1cthod o£ 
hon. rncrnbers opposite. Tt j,~ a cuttlcfJ, h 
method of defence. The hon. member l:as 
Pndcuvourecl tn apologist> for and t..:xcu~e the 
F'edcral Go\-Prl1lnent, and he sought to de-. g 
into s11pport of his argumPnl the ofErer 0f 
the Departmcnl of ~"-griculture. quo, d 
from the ·ck~·artmcntai rcpmt to thu t, 
the re was "" eYidence there that the Fcckr,·J 
GoYernrnent were rcspon"'ible for the 1 lrtf{ ;:
tunato plight of the· tobacco gro\\·crs in 
Queensland. The oflicers of the dcpartrnc·l't 
d,) not deal with matters of a party poli
tical nature, but proc?Prl along the Ya.rions 
lint 3 I han:: n1entione>cl in the opening pa1·t 
of m.'- remarks. It is the di"tStrous policy of 
the F'Pderal GoYr,rnment \Yhich is rcsvonsible 
for the serious plight of the tobacco gro\YPrs 
in Queensland. First of all. the import dt,ty 
was reduced from 5s. 2d. to 3s. a lb. with a 
ycry s0rious pffcct on tobacro growing in 
Australia. :Ylillions of pounds weight of 
tobacco 1caf haYe been brought into .\u-
traEa since the reduction ·was 111ad~, an1J the 
.1-\.u.;;;tralian grov,:er finds there is no market 
"-ith the Australian manufacturer. Bv the 
clecr~ase in the import dnty and the iucrea,c 
in the cxcisP duty by almost 100 per cent .. 
the Federal Govcrnn1ent are dragging out of 
the industry Customs and excise duty exceed
ing £7,000,000. That is the way in which 
thu groY\'Cl'S and the consurriC'l'~ arc bPing 
treated by the Federal Go,-crnrnent! 

J'vir. KK'i~Y: You cannot look after both 
the consumer and the grower. 

:'~Ir. L,\RCOMBE: Yes, you can look after 
h0th. 'l'h0 old protection and the new pro
h,ciion will enable Australians to clo that. 
If il1c hon. mcrnb,,r will look up a lecture 
.J, li nrPd by a \Yell-known professor of the 
QnrPn.,land 'Cniwnity last year, he will see 
that he emphasised that point. Ho said 
i hat not onlv could both the consumer and 
the gTower be protect.ed, but also t.hat their 
interests ,,-ere indissolubly united. But I 
do not "·ish to confine my remarks to a 

J11r. Larcombe.] 
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reply to the hon. member for Cook. I want 
to quote the remarks of Mr. V. C. Thomp
son a member of the Countrv Party, when 
spe;tking in the Federal Ho;Jse of Repre
St'ntatives in lVIay last-

" This afternoon the hon. member for 
Kennedy (2'/lr. Riordan) referred to the 
unfortunate position of the growers at 
Maroeba. I know that hundreds of 
growers in Now South \Vales &nd Queens
land-I shall not mention the other 
States-arc loaded up with tobacco held 
over fron1 last year and grown this year, 
and haYc not the yaguest prospect of a 
buyer. Only a fe\1 weeks ago I visited 
a number of tobacco farms. I saw 
quantities of excellent tobacco, quite as 
good in respect of colour as any tobacco 
brought from America." 

To come nt>arer home, to come to the 
M areeba district, represented by the hon. 
member for Cook, I find the following refer
PllC<' in the Rockhampton " ::\forning Rt~lle
tin'' of 13th June, 1933:-

" Hcports of recent tobacco sales in 
:.VIarecba haYe apparently caused a mild 
sensation in ]\' orth Qneensland, and 
already specu1ation is rife eoncorning 
the future of Mareeba and district." 

Thrre is no condemnation there of either 
1 ]Jp State Labour GoYcrnment or the Depart
ment of Agriculture, such as the hon. mem
ber for Cook suggc-;ts, but there is a 
condcinnation of the Federal Govcnnnent's 
policy in reducing the import duty on 
tobltcco leaf and increasing the excise duty. 
That is the diect of that report-a mild 
sensation has been caused as the result of 
the unfortunate action of the Federal 
GoYernment .! 

l\Ir. KEXXY: Do you thiuk it JS the duty 
of the Federal Goyernment to provide 
f1n arKc for the tobacco-grcnvers '? 

::\h. LARCOMB'E: They are providing 
fi.nance in e-xcess of that recomrnendcd by the 
Tobacco Connni~'sion. Of course, I realise 
that a reasonable amount of revE:'nuc is 
necessary. but no one can ~uggest that 
£7,000,000 should be dragged out of the 
pockets of the consurncrs and Jlroducers of 
Australia in ihc v:av I haYe rrientioned. Just 
fancy an excise duty of 4s. 6d. npon tobacco 
leaf ! The unfortunate grO\Ycr~ in Queens
land are thus responsible for finding hundreds 
of thousands of pounds in tax•dion in that 
way of which they should be free. 

J'\ow let me follow up my remarks by 
quoting the remarks of the ex-Homo Secre
tar_,~, the hon. member for Fitzroy, as 
reported in tl1e Rockhampton " ::\forning 
Bulletin" of 4!h ::\hrch, 1932-

" I dc>eply regrd that :\lr. GullNt ha' 
seen ftt to strike su·ch a eeYcre blow at 
the primary industries of Queensland, 
'aiel the Homo Secretary (Mr. J. C. 
l'cterson). 

" Mr. Gullett had struck a staggering 
blow at the tobacco-gro\Yers, demanding 
tiYicP as rnuch in excise as \Vhat the 
growers received. 

" Other sections in the South wished 
ro cripple the sugaJ' industry, apparently 
obliYious to tho fact that they, by an 
OYerwhelming Yote, dr•manded a ·white 
Australia n nd insisted that sugar should 
be grown by white labour. 
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" He sincerely trusted that every 
effort woLild be made by the Federal 
Country Party to prevent the sugar, 
cotton, toba:cct>, raw! <:>thor industries 
being slaughtered." 

Notwithstanding that, the hon. member for 
Cook endeavours to throw the responsibility 
for the unfortunate plight of these tobacco
growers upon the Department of Agricul
ture and the Labonr Goyernmont of the 
State ! He cannot escape the seYerity of 
the criticism and condemnation of hon. mem
bers of his own party with whom he sat
and still sits. Out of anti-Labour mouths we 
a rr' able to criticise th·e actiom of the 
Federal Government, and in turn refute the 
criticism of the hon. member for Cook. 

:.VIr. KENNY interjected. 

l\Tr. LARCOJ\iRE: If the hon. m0mber for 
Cook is satisfied that tho Fcderel Govern
m< nt arc responsible for the unfortunate 
plight of the tobacco-growers, why did he 
not cay so last eYcning and co-operate with 
'" in the protest made against the action of 
the Frderal GoYcrnment, ,vhich i> having 
the effect of paralysing the tobacco industry, 
reducing tho arc.1 und~:.-r cultivation. decreas
ing the~ output. hindering the inYcsbncnt of 
eaplta1. nnd at the sarne tilno df~stroying the 
confi :!encP of the people and bringing about 
clc•sol at ion where th•:re should be prosperity? 

The ClL\IR:-IfAN: Order ! Tlte hon. 
nwmber has exhausted the time allowed him 
uudl'r tho Standing Orders. 

.:.VIr. I3R"\:'-JD (his) [11.24 a. m.]: 1 rcali'e 
that this is the rnost irnportaHt \-ote in the 
E:-;tirnatcs; l1ariicularly is it ~o to the· 
pri111a.ry producing industries. vhi('h \YC 
recognise as thP n1ost irnportanr indu..-trif's
to the dc,·clopment of the Shtc. Jtfcst 
primary indu~:~trics arl' rcroiYine') a::-:-;i-:-tance 
frorn Padlan1ents throughout AtL~tralia. 
The JH·irnary indu:;;tric'~ arc at a Y~'l')T lo~·; 
ebb. b00ause of the nnnrcrrrkntcd slnmp 
on the rnarkets of the wOrld, and it is only 
natural that the prirnary producers :o;.hould 
tu en to 11arliarncntarians for a~:-)i ,' •,IH'C in 
thl'ir time of trouble. The hon. ltH'tn1JL'l' for 
Rockhmnpton wa 3 a lnPrnbPr of a Lahotu~ 
Gon_•rnn1('i!.t for npproxinuttcl~· nine ~-eur.~, 
Lut this morning hP confe:"scd that the prr;
::;ent Govcrun~(~nt could do nod1i11!..(' to a:".:"i~t 
t!Jt~ primary protlucpr.-; of thi:: 'state and 
f:nggc::itcd in cffpct. that the JH'f'~t·nt parlou~ 
statP of the prirnary indusi rie.-; ('Oulcl be 
aitrihutccl to the prc,ent Fech~1·al X:1tionalisf: 
C-OYC'rnrneut aud to fifty :v0ar" of squath:I· 
GrYC'l'llllH'nt in this State'. T-Tc franklY col;
fcs;;:Pd tbat this CcYCI'llDH'llt could dn I~anght 
to a.--:".ist tlH• nri1nnr\· industriP~. and he eYCll 
\Yent ~o far~ a:-; tO ,-;a,v that 1 
(~on~rnrnl'llt h<:Hl carric'd d1e on 
their backs. 

A GoYERX~IE~T ::\IE:\l'BER: I-I car·. Lc~n l'! 

:Hr. I3RA:'\D: _.l.n hon. nwmLN 
'· Ticar. hl'ar !" Nf'YC'l' in the i!i~torv 
Qnpc•n:·:dand ha\·o Go\·ennncnts c·aJ'l'JPd~ the 
producc·r. on their backs, but t lH• rf'Ycrse 
i~ CPrta1nJv tnw. that the pro{ 1 ucPr~ hnY0 
cal'l'jPd Go\-cnJrrlPnb 011 thci1· baek:::. TJuring 
the last t'Yo yf'::tr~ in pnrtlcnla L tributes 
haye been paid to the producer-, ~!O only by 
K ationali~t 111C'Hthcr:;:, but alsn by .Labour 
Prcrnicr::; and LaLour rrirnc '7\Iilli:'itPl'S '.vho 
haYe gratefully admitted that thf' pro· 
duc(•r:;: of thjs country naYcd ..::\n..:,tnllia and 
hc1· Govcrnr11ents. Jr; Yiew of the .~plcndid 
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achievements by the primary producers they 
are entitled to the highe~t respect and 
regard of members of Parliament irrespective 
of party. The producers do not wish GovNn
ments to carry tlwm on their backs. They 
rnerelv desire freedom of action so that 
they ;.an develop their own industries and 
earn a livelihood in the wav which they 
third< best. Of course they do. look forward 
l.o that degree of assistance which is natur
ally expected from all Parliaments. 

The annual r0porl by ~lr. Graharn. l'uder 
SPcretary of the DPpartment and Director 
of ~larkcting, is a very interr<"ting docurnent, 
and anv hon. member who reads that report 
must 6'c convinced that the primary pro
ducer has uot fallen down on the job. Tho 
report discloses record production in almost 
cn,ry branch of rural industr.v. The primary 
procluccr has stood np to his responsibilities, 
no rnattcr what Gon~rnment \YOre 111 power. 
The greatest anxiety of the primary pro
ducer to-day is as to the price he can receive 
for his corr;modit,,-, ancl the responsibility of 
~ecing that he gets a reasonable price 1nust 
be assumed bv the Government. Tht' nricc 
paid for pl'ifnary 11roducts to-day .. is not 
sufficient to <:over the cost of procluction. 
and, therefore, does not permit the farmer 
to earn a dec~:nt li \·clihood. ThP question 
of price is not the rP~pon~ibility of the 
prin1ar~v IJroduccr; it is the duly of Parlia
Inent to recognise the irnportance of tho 
prin1ar~· industries and cndeayour to a~.surno 
the rc:,~ponsibility of securing an increased 
price for primary products. The only bright 
spot in rural life' during the past t'";eh-e 
1nonths was the I':Pkonlc inereasP in the 
price of wool. which can now be produced 
at a profit. That increa~P was net brought 
about hy the actiYit-ics of any GoYernmcllt, 
but can~e as a result of t lw ·more buo:. ant 
tone of the wool markets of the ''"oriel. \,Ye 
caJlnot hope i_o restore the n1casure of pros
pcrit.y so ('Hrncf'tly dc~ircd by the pritnary 
producrrs until b0tt0r prices are secnrccl fot· 
our primary product< on the markets of the 
<>mid. I ~grce with the hon. member for 
Ro khampton to a certain extent that our 
difHculties lie in the marketing and financial 
end of the> bnsim'"· The difficulties of thu 
produce-r in regard to 0xport trade are not 
confinrd to our ·own State. Tht~ producers 
nJl O\'Pr the -world arc facing a sirnilar 
clif!icult.,· and arc demanding thrrt they 
should recri.-e proper protection from Par
Iiaincnt. In spite of this scrjous phase of 
the question, thP produrprs haYP shO\Ytl a 
record production in tlw Stat0. The Minio
tcr should regard their effort ,,-ith somn 
pride and gi.-e them credit for being at least 
abl(' to rnanap:;c tlwir own aet.lYitiPs. I d:} 
not vvi~h the I\1iuistcr to continuP with his 
polic~' of directing tl10 producers how they 
~houfd carrv on tlwir industries. I do not 
cksire the :VIinistcr to compel the call€'!rowers 
to gro-..v onlv thr- Yari0tic"l of cane he desires 
or that he· should die tatc io the producers 
in H1c dairYing industrv \Yhat cla~-, of cattln 
and ,,-]wt ~!as~ of pigs. they ,110nlcl acquire. 
Tlw prorlnccrs haYe shown that they are 
able io loo]< after tlwir men hnsin0> and 
acltic-..Tc a r0rord 11roduction under n1ost 
adn,rsc conditions. fl'O'll both climatic and 
1narkcting -.,-iewpolnts. by their own f'nergy 
and initiatiYe. 

I was pleased to sec the reference of the 
Under Secretary to the great. sugar indus
try. He points out that last year the pro
duction of sugar amounted to 514,916 tons, 

and of this production only 65.48 per cent. 
found a market in Australia. The balance, 
34.52 per eent. had to be exported overseas 
to find markets, in which it realised only 
£8 5s. 9d. a ton. The sugar marketed on 
the home market realised £25 2s. 3d. a ton. 
The average value of the sugar produced 
last year was £19 6s. ld. a ton. The Under 
SecTetary proceeds to indicate what the 
prospects of the industry are in the coming 
year. In this respect he has given food for 
thought, not only to the 1Iinister but also 
to the sugar producers themselves. It is 
quite clear from his remarks that in the 
coming year we cannot look for an average 
price of more than £17 pe-r ton. This price 
will be only equivalent to that of pre-war 
vears. At the san1o timo we must rmneBl
ber that our costs of production to-day are 
almost double what they were in the pro
war period. The Under Secretary states-

" It is difficult to foretell how the 
price reduction on Australian-consumecl 
sugar will react on the industry. The 
declared price for raw sugar for home 
consumption has been fixed for the pre
sent crop at £23 per ton, while the 
current quotations for raw sugar on th(: 
London ma·rket remain at a particularly 
low figure. Assuming that the average 
price realised for export sugar "-ill 
reach the 1932 level, it is doubtful 
iYhethcr the net price for sugar will this 
year exceed £17 per ton." 

That ai·crage price is over £2 per ton less 
than the averagP price secured for the pa:-:t 
season'~ procluction. That i:) a ntost seriou~ 
loss to the sugar-gro\vcrs. The growers have 
had to submit to a loss of £1,500,000 because 
of the action of the Federal Government in 
reducing the price of sugar within Australia 
by ~-cl. per lb. That is a loss which thPv 
can ill afford to suffer. It is genendly 
recognised that it is a valuable asset to the 
country to have an exportable product. Tlw 
ralue of the exportable portion of the sugar 
crop. amounting to £2,000,000 has been 
invaluable to Australia. Last' y~'<lr Aus
tralia had a hvourable trade balance "·ith 
the "Cnited Kingdom of £11,000,000. After 
the interest comrnitrnents on Australian 
loan rnoneys were taken into consideration, 
there rernaincd a11 adverse balance of 
a)_Jproximatcly £12,000,000. 'fherefol'O, 
Without the Yalue of our primary produce 
exported oYerspas, we \Vould not be in the 
position \VC are in to-day. It is necessary 
that every inclustr:- should export what i't 
po~sibly can. Producers in the sugar 
industry arc asked to produce under con
ditions that do not exist in any other suo-at·
procluc:ing country in t~e world. They "are 
cond1bons winch we w1sh to contmue, but 
I draw the attention of the Committee to 
the fact that the sug·ar producer in this 
State is at a considerable disadvantaO'e "·hen 
cmnparcd with the producer in oth~r {>arts 
of tl1c world. The price we received for our 
sugar oYerseas last year --...vas approxin1atcJy 
£8 p<'l· ton. Our export sng;:n has to colll
pete in the "·oriel's rrmrkets ,,, ith sugar from 
Java and Cuba, ,vhcre costs of production 
aro infinitely lo\VC'r than ours. Even tbcre 
difficulty is being experienced in producing 
prolltably at existing world prices. What, 
therefore. must be the position CJf th0 
Queensland sug-ar producers whose cost,.:; are 
infinitely high~;r than those in other coml
tries? A higher prico has been given to 

Mr. Brand.] 
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sugar proclur8rs for sugar sold ln the ..:\us
tralia 11 1narket to 1nakc good the lo.s~ on 
:sugar ('xportecl OYer:seas, but at pn:senL 

sugar 1 n Austre.lia 110 111argin i:; 
to recoup proclucers for the loss 

),t the date on w!Jich the t·e1>on 
.·pal'tment of Agriculture am! Stock 

wa> pu bli,hed it vvas estimated that the 
yield of ravv sugar for Quecn:;lrmd for the 
1933 hat·n•,t would be 547,000 tum, but the 
latest ,.,timrtto is that the production of 
sugar ·will be npproxin1ately 620,000 toll~, 

50 per cc11t. of which \\·ill 
tu llL' exported at tho ruinous prict'::) 1 

haY(' ~nenrioncd. rrhc price iu Loud on 
day i~ .aLJont £5 a i.OJJ, but at that 
otl!cr countries, \Yith \Yhic:h we are cmnpet
ilW', iiLLl it diftlcult to 1uake the 
pa~~.. Great Britain gives E3 a 
tariff of <tpproxim. tcly £3 15o. per ton. 
\vhich assi~ts to recoup us for the c-.:pCllSiYe 
frci;:rht uncl iHsurauce. 

:\Ir. (Y1(EEFE: Do c~ou favour ihc int.rPas
illg of production fo1~ the OYf'l'beas 1narb:.:ts '? 

:\lr. BRA:\D: No, because I do not think 
the indllcli',Y eau )lOssibly :'tund it; but we 
ha \-c to C011tinue beeau~e \\·e hase a product 
that must be sold in whatcYer market is 
available. In that connection I trust the 
:viiui~re_;: \V ill dire~t. his cncrgic>s to plaeing 
the groatt·~t quuntltlCS of sugar in the b~~t 
markets of the world. 

)Jr. o--l(t:Ef£: E-lO\V do YOU account for 
tile 1ncreatcd as,C)ig-rancnL gl yen last year·; 

:\lr. DH.AXD: That is a question for the 
l\Iini~t0r, but 1 Lelicvc the incrc<t eel assign 
Lnent~ last ye<tr givL'll to correct anonla-
lics tl1at ..:-\ tnore oeriou3 question 
thnll increa;-;ed as::;.igHrnuHts is the quantity 
of UIL..,s:3igned Ja,nd gro~'l~ing sugar-cane that 
1inds ib vvay j11to ::-.J o. 1 pool. l under;jtand 
that i111portant 1natter has all'(~ady been 
taken in lwnJ by tf,~ ?Sinister. it is a 
practice that should not be allowed to con· 
iinuc, and I believe that the industry itself 
,~~,.·ill dm11a.ud that very clrastie aLt.lon be 
take11. Une thing that can be said about 
the po-.;ition of u11assignecl land is that 
immediately the product from that land 
passe, imo :\o. 2 pool, the growers receive 
only export prices, so that the position of 
t.!wse who are endeavouring to carry out 
the arrangement entered into by this Par
liament is not jeopardised. The point 1 
want to stress to the ll,iinister is the seriotb 
plight of the growers who to·day are finding 
it difficult to ''1l'l'Y on their industry because 
of the ',Teat slump that has been brought 
about principally by low prices for the 
con1n1odity l'xported. 

I 'sould ask tho JHinister to endeavour 
to assist the industry, as he can in many 
dindions m his capacity as a Cabinet 
l\Iinister. 

The hon. member for Rockhampton en
deaYonred to indicate that it was the sole 
duty of tl1e Federal Government to give 
a~~i:-:tat:cc to QuceJI~]and indudrics. but I 
clain1 that <lcbon shoulcl als:J· be taken in 
oth0r -directions. }'or exa1npl0. ('are :-<honld 
b· PxC'rci:-:;ed to see that costs arP not incrPru;cd 
iu such a \\·ay that the producer finds it 
difficult to contimw. The bnrdfm of land 
taxation. high railwa:>' freights and levies 
shoulcl hav-p attention <tnd relief should 
be giycn. I r0COn1rricnd that tho Minister 
direct his »ttention to the levies asoo
ciatccl with the Central Sugar Cane 

[ilir. Brand. 

Prices Board as one rncans of reducing the 
of the prodLleors. At present there 

of £10,404 in the funJ. There 
1;,c1. per ton to rneet iho co~t 

aud afte1· tlw }Jl'l?'·.·r:t year 
\\·ill Le a substantial balance 

£13,000. Even a 
to-d • v in the stu!:ar 

}1i~1ister to g~ Ye 
to of l he lev-y 

to 1d. During the period of tlw l\loorc 
Uon'l"illlH~lJt tlH! le\·v was eut out altocreLher 
for OllU ar bccau::;~ of .th~ faYOUJ'abl~ posi-
t io11 of fund. Tl1c J\liui::-tcr could reclnct~ 
the leY\T to lcl. aucl secure suflicient fundd 
fo1· th~ next iiYe or years. In the pre. 

tlle rc.~ts of l'llnniu~.; the bortl'd is 
1ik~ £17,000. A- pcuny a ton 
in bt'tween £14,000 nncl £15,DOO, 

and there would be £12.000 or £13,000 in the 
htncl al. the enJ. of iho year. . 

indu~tr~,T i~; rno~t in1podant 
tu and to 1nv electorate. The 
hon. for Hoc:klt;;mpton mentioned 
tJ1c record production in Qnccusland, bnt with 
the record producLlon ht::;t )TJ.r there wore 
rrl,o n'corcl low price•' for t.he primary pro· 
cluccr. which made it difficult for him to carry 
on. T'hc rc·pon, of the dcywrtuJpnt states-

" Grading records show considerable 
iJnproYcnlcnt in quality and a, con1mcnd~ 
able U11iformiiy of factory products. 

•• The Lody. texture, and general con~ 
clition of bmter sati,factorv. an 
indication of a hjgh of pffi.Ciency 
on the nwnnfactnring of the 
in d usiry.'' 

\Yhich is a t.ribuh, to the ccH,perativo fac
tories in Queensland. \Yhcn we have a 
report eetting 0'.1t record production of first 
qualit~T butter, we can come to no other con
clusion thau that the industry is doing well 
and should be left alone. 

The report further states-
" In the cource of the year ' 'I'he Dairy 

Cattle lmproHment Act of 1932' became 
law. Iis object is to a3Kist dairy farmers 
to head their herds with bulls bred on 
production lines." 

The jlroclucers thcm"Jves know the best way 
lo incrcusi• the production of the herds, and 
where neee~~arv thev haYo the advi-ce of tho 
dopartnwntal office,:·s. During the present 
year I attended meetings of protest against 
the operations of this Act, and particularly 
the operation of the tax. I found at Big
gcmlen that the farmers were incensed at 
the action of the i\1inistcr-they wore almost 
in a rebellious state. At that meeting the 
pr,"idont of the Council of Agriculture, Mr. 
7\lacRobci't. and the secretary, Mr. Sheehy, 
hoth clpnied when rp1e'-tioned by the growers 
that they had ever advised the Minister to 
hring forward the n1easure. 

The CHAIRJ\L\~: Order ! The hon. mem
ber is not in order in clis,Jussing- the Dairy 
Cattle Im)lrov0ment Act. He mue;t discuss 
the vote vvhich is before the Committee. 

i\h. BRA"'D: 1 realise that. I was en
dcnYonring to r1if:cu,.;) the poli{'y of the 
'\Iinistcr with regard to it. 

The JYlinistcr in his previous reply did J'·,Jt 

discuss the question brought fonvarcl by the 
hon. member for Cook-that herd testen ":ho 
W<'re ori!!inallv under this vote havr been 
transfern~d lo the Dair:: Improvement Boad, 
a fact which shows that the 5s. levy on 
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Lulls as the policy of this Government has 
been raised for the pm·pose of relieving j he 
general revenue of the State at the cost of 
the dairy farmer. The dairy farmers an' 
incensed at the action of the Minister. They 
are struggling against all kinds of dii!irul
ties and shouhl not be asked to pay mor,ey 
for something which they know is not going 
to be of material value to them. \V e must 
recognise that this industry is of the greatest 
importance to the State, and the Miui2ter 
ought to recognise the claims of the p·o
ducers to manage their O\Vn concern. The 
producer should be left absolutely free to 
work out his own salvation, and above all 
he should not be restricted in any way. l 
have found that the producers in my o·c.·n 
electorate ar8 high;v intellectual mC>mLers 
of the community. They are aware of what 
is wrong with their industry and tlw diffi
culties that have to be faced, and arc pro
prepared to take action to corrpct them. 
They have both the ability and the business 
acumen to soh·e these difficulties without anv 
direction from the Legislature. · 

The CI-IAIR:\IAN: Order ! Tlw hon. mem
ber has exlwusted the time allowed h;rn 
nnder the Standing· Orders. 

The SECRET_\HY FOR P'CBLIC \VORKS 
(Hon. II. A. Bruce, Thr Tah/r/and) [11.50 
a.rr1.]: Everybody recognises the in1portanr:·-, 
of the primary industries io the Slate, and 
I am glad to b0 able to say that the groa,er 
part of the afl.:-jstancc given to pri1uary pro~ 
ducing org~:nisations has been given by the 
Labour Party. Hon. members oppo.;ite 
apparently do not take much interest in the 
affairs of lhe country or they would haY<' 
remarked what was said bv the Le od<'r of 
the Foderccl Country Party, ·Dr. Earle Page. 
who stated recently that the United Am
tralia Partv was detrimental to the interos;s 
of the primary producers and advocated that 
he and his colleague-s should break a Wf'-Y 
from that party. 

I wish to deal principally with the atti
tude adopt.cd by the hon. membPr<> for· 
\VYnnun1 and Cook in connection with the 
tobacco induslrv. The hon. member for 
\Yynnum s!&.led~ 

" If the tobacco growers of thi, coun
tn· cannot produce a leaf with a duty 
of 3s. per pound on imported tobacco 
the• descrYe to go under." 

Mr. KIG.:NY: The hon. member for \Vyn-
Imm did not say that. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He did say that, and the hon, member for 
Cook moved an amendment to tho motion 
then being debated supporting the cutting 
down of the duties on import,'d tobacco 
leaf, and to increase the excise dutv on Aus-
tralian-grO\Yn tobacco. V 

Mr. KE:.rxY: Mr. Hanwn, I rise to a point 
of order, I did not move any such amend
ment. and I ask that the Minister withdraw 
his statement, and .accept my denial. 

The CHAIR~TAN: I a;k the Secretary for 
Public Works to accept the denial of the 
hon. member for Cook, 

The SECHETAHY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I accept the denial, Mr. Hanson. 'The hon. 
member for Cook moYed the following amend
ment on the motion proposed by the hon. 
member for Rockhampton :-

" Omit the words-
' The tariff and excise legislation and 

general policy of the precent Common
wealth GoYermnent in re•pect to the 

primary and secondary industries of 
Queensland have been, and continue to 
be, injurious to the State." 

The hon. memb,r for Cook moved that 
amendment, and thereby declared tltat he 
supported those things and held thev were 
not injurious to the State, I knew the hon. 
member for Cook was in the habit of asking 
for a withdrawal, and on this ocac<sion I \\·as 
prepared for him. 

Mr. Fordc, the Federal member for Capri
cornia, is reported in Federal .; Hansard" 
to have said-

" It was only when the dutv on 
importc'd loaf was substantiallv inci:casod 
that the British-Australasiari Tobacco 
Cornpany and other manufacturing conJ
panies were obliged to purchase Aus
tralian-grmYn leaf. \Vhen the dutv on 
import d leaf was increased from 3s. a 
lb. to 5s. 2d. a lb., and the excior? duty 
fixed at 2s. 4d, a lb., a tremeudol;s 
impetus was given to the Au-tralian 
tobacco-growing industry. The present 
Go,-ernmont has now reduced the duty 
on imported leaf from 5s. 2d. to 3s. per 
lb., and has incrt~ascd the c~ccisQ dul·v 
on "~ ustmlian leaf horn 2s. 4d, to 'k 6cL 
per lb., an increase of 93 per cem." 

In 1931 the quantity of tobarco produced in 
the Cairns hinterland was 40 tonB. Yaluod 
a~ £15,000, and in 1932-owing to the decrease 
ot the excrsc cluty by the Scullin Gon'rmncnt 
and the increase of the Customs duties on 
Tmportc>d tobacco-the amount produu'cl in 
that area was 400 tons, of a value of £100.000 
to the Stat and the ComiJIOnwealth a~ a 
whole. Xotwithstanding thi.s, "·o ha,-c the 
hon. n1e1n~er for Cook. directly n1oving· an 
aincndrr1ent supportjng the cnti:ing- dc.m~1 of 
~he duties on imported tobacco loaf. and the 
mcroase of the excise' duty ou Arhtralian
grown tobacco. 

The CHAIR:\LAJ'\: Order; The hon. 
gentleman. is not i1! order ~n clis_cussing th<n 
matter whd,, a mohon doalmg with th•.' quc.s
hon is Oll the business-sheet. 

The SECHETARY FOR FCBLIC' \\·oHKS: 
The hon. member for Cook suO'o·ested that 
the_ Queensland GoYernment sh";,~rld extend 
rclwf to the tobacro-growcrs. 'Yhv has jt been 
found nccC>'ar.v to s<•ek relief for 'tlw tobacco
(l'l'O\\'f>rs ~rom the present Government? The 
Increase 111 the excise duty and the decrease 
m thP Customs duty have so impoverished 
the farmers that they have no alternatiYe 
other than to applv to the State GoYernment 
for assistance. ~(t the same time the hon, 
member for Cook , support-s the very thing 
\\·hrch waJ rcsponsrble for the ruination or 
the part!al rninati?n of the tobacco-growers 
.____an 1ntnwncc vvh1ch has b0en strenuouslv 
resist?d by the present Government all along 
tlle !me. I have recei,-od this letter from 
a iobacco-Ln·mer in the Cairns hinterland-

~' There are t],ings I "·ould like to 
hnng under yonr notice in refcrt'nce to 
.-;o-cal1cd financi0rs~their proper nan1es 
would be go-getters. 

" In the first place, they financed the 
workc·r to go on the land, and some 
of them cYen promised the l andholder 
wages, and hacked their store bills. In 
wrne cases they got the farmer to sign 
crop licns from £2,000 to £3,000. In 
many casrs they drew up agreements 
and promised to pay the farmer a 
WPeldy wage, which he never received. 
The go-getter built kilns, got the timber 

Hon. H. A. Bruce.] 
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01! credit and i" pa.ying big interest 
for it.. The farn1cr agreed to g·i,·o the 
go-get(,cr half of the crop, which he did, 
aud in m tnv no\v the fanner is 
oLliged to "' to ·f1o Land Court and 
got his so the go-getter and 
the f-torukc eper cun ~,rt a n1ortgage on 
the plat:e eo that when the time is OK 
the:· C<lll Jlll'h the farmer ont, and all 
the work the farnH-r ancl his fa1nily have 
do no w [l[ IH< ve to be loft to the se go-

boc•u.'e thov know \Yhen Mr. 
~('' ; ln next "r1ection things 1vill 

Tho fal'DlOl' ]n 1nanv cases can-
not gn law with these inen as the 
fanner neYcr l'PceiYed any n1oney. 

" !Tor your inforn1ation, if you so 
de~ I!'(', I could bend ) ou a copy of ·OillG 

of the ~ a~rreemcnh·, as I a1n sure tbe 
~o HHLl ~torokccpors are \vork-
u·g 1:\ roval cmnmi~:'ion ',' onlc1 
not do any good, aS a of fanners 
would l•c- a.fn1 id L') n, 
ruight {'a u::c 1 hen1 sorne troublP in get-
ting a bit of credit." 

duct the tobacco situation 
wa::; C':\.H_ ('xploitcd 1vhen a roa onable 
r·i·ice paid for tobacco, and -.,yhcn 
little dilficu1t.v wets being experienced in 
di~pu~ing of an acceptable crop. :For the 
1932 sf' -t ·on the tobacco crop 1va;;; rc3ponsiblo 
for the intmclm tion of £100,000 into the 
Cairn hintterland, but following the <tttack 
npon the industry by th:, Federal Govern
lnent, supported hy the hon. Inomber for 
Cook, the outlook for the Industry is doubt
ful. 

~Ir. KEXXY: I dicl not knoY\' that I vvas 
so iruportant. 

The f:HjCUET~\RY FOlt PtJBLIC \YOHJ{S: 
The hou. ll1t'J1lber is in1portrt,Ht only as an 
antagonist of 1n·in1ary producenJ in general, 
and of the tobacco-growers in particular. 
This is " report of a debate in the Federal 
Parliament oH tho action of the Uomrnon
wealth Government in connection with the 
tobacco industry-

" There is grave danger that because 
of the falling-oft" of the consun;ption of 
tobacco made from Australian leaf and 
the large quantities held in stock' the 
manu.f act urers \vill refuse to bu v' the 
co1ning ~eason's crop. I havo already 
been told bv one manufacturer that this 
year ho will not be in the market for 
Australian leaf. The Australian growers 
have put their all into the industry. 
They have effected improvements at con
siderable cost, and while the industry 
is in its initial stages it should be given 
a greater measure of protection. If 
there is any doubt as to the extent of 
the protection needed. the tobac:co
grol'-f'L_, :"hon1r1 haYo the beHPftl of it." 

J\Ir. KExxY: Give us your own opinions. 

The SEC'TIET"\llY FOR P1TBLTC IVOH.T-.::S: 
First of all I must show what happened. 
This is a continuation of the report of the 
debate in the Federal .Parliament-

" It was onlv when the dutv on 
imported leaf \vas snbstantiallv incr:eased 
that the Briti.shl-Anstralasian Tobacco 
Company and other manufacturing com
panies were obliged to purchase Aus
tralian-gro\vn leaf. vVhPn the dutv on 
Huported Ieaf -.vas increased from ;3::;:. a 
lb. to 5e. 2d. a lb., and the excise dutv 
fixecl at 2s. 4d. per lb., a trcmendou~ 
im]wtus was given to the Australian 
tobacco-growing industry. Tho present 

[Hon. II. A. Brv.cc. 

GoYermuoHt has now reduced the duty 
on intpoi"ted loaf from 5s. 2d. to 3s. per 
lb., and ltas increased the excise duty 
ou .\ustrali:m leaf from z, 4d. to 4s. 6d. 
per lb., an increas8 of 93 per cent." 

()i.Jyiou-ly. thot is tho rerson why the tobacco
are in such difficlllties to-day, and 

e\·erv n1enlber o( Parlian1cnt and 
c·,·pry n1c1uber ~of the public who is suffi-
cienOy in the plight of the tobacco-
gi'O\'.·er· 1n atr• tor tlu• re-enuc\lllCllt. ut the 
dutie that operated during the Seullin 
rcgirno. 

The- incrca;:ed Cn~tonl duties 
incL~:·;irv i11 thP C 1nls hir1tcl'land 

YHiG·;, {l'Orll £15.0()·} 
of l'.:ehc 

<unong . .;t wo1·l,::f~r"', 
\' orkcr:l. unci tradt•snlcll of 

rcvn:s"'ntccl 
-:-~) the peep lt of ::\ orth 

, c,~rtainlv nor of Yl'T\" largo 
:ion . hac! uecn dCfinitcl:· ( tablished 

the introJuction of the increased 
tJ~,- ~\lr. Scnllin. 1 cnnllot ll·:ldPl'Stand 

\\by all~- Uo-·:rrnnlC:.tt ::--hou1d [ltt<-tek this in
rv.- Tho ccllltinual cp,- is that 1.··e 1nust 

V the yoi_unH' of p{1rnary prodlll:tJon. 
that cr,y to thr- priuu_ny pro

lion. liimnbcr for BuiTLll:-1 po1nt~~d 
po ition of the suc,ar iadustry. He 

er, buw l1c unc Jll ciou.:-..ly ad
the Federal GoYc-l'Jlluent had 

the indn~try. It ]s obvious, accord
hon. n;_crnb:'l', that tbC' f'ugar 
r·cachcd its peak of production. 

it ~bould lJC the ain1 of eYerv 
in tho welfare of the Stat·c 

a nc--;~.T indud.r\'. \Ve bacl such 
an opvortunity in ~lu~ tObacco lndustr,y. 
1~Eclcr the tariff polic:T of the Scullin Go
verrnncllt tobacco production inere~scd from 
2.000,000 lb. to 12,000,000 lb. There is evi
dencf' in tl1o~c fignrr':-; that Att:--Lr;:dian con
snrnphon rcqu1rerncnts ·will ::::oon bo sup
plied, and that in the near futuro we shall 
reach a voint whore it wonlcl be necessary 
to con~1dcr finding an ('xport market. Sym
prrthehc con'}lchration should be given to the 
tobc1cco industry, bcrau"e it was, and still is, 
the means of placing thousands of men on a 
cL"' of le.nd which proviomly was of very 
littlo <t.'e. and cNtainlv of no use for agri
cultural purpo~cs. 11areeba is generally 
spokPn of as the ~entre of the tobacco· 
growing industry in 'J orth Q<wen,Jand. That 
is hardlv correct, because the centre of the 
district \Yhich produce;:; tho largest an1ount 
of tobacco in that portion of the State is 
probably Dimbulah, on the \Valsh lliver. 
'l'ho cl;css of soil in that district is ovidcntlv 
suited for tobacco-growing. The average 
r:<infall is 20 inche; a vear. If the ra.infall 
is not too hPaYv in the" J\Iarceba dif:trict an 
excellent tobacco can be cultivated, but if 
the rainfall is heavy the clay in tho sub-soil 
does not as:~ist in the grovving of such a £ne 
quality tobar.-:;o as can be ~rown in the Dim
bulah area. Tho lnncl Felcctcd for tobacco
~Tolving '1"0nlrl not be~ \Yorth 1nore than 2s. 
per SfJUarc mile for anv other purpose. It 
is practically wctste rou~1try and usc}pss. If 
tobac·co-gro1ving CE'ased in H1ut area the land 
'':on Id be u ·elcss for any other Flrpo.'e. '\iost 
of the tobacco-gro,Yers would hano been 
doing ''"ell if tho;·e had not been a reduction 
in the dutic5'- on toharco and nn incrca~c 
in excise dufc Yet the hon. member for 
Cook supports the attitude of the Lnms 
Co\-f'rllnlcnt. · 

~\lr. l(E~;xy: Xo, not nec<:>~sarily. 
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Th~ SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
The hon. member has interjected that thoso 
tobacco-growers should be re!io,-od by grant
ing thmn relief rations. 

i\lr. KEX:KY: :\o, I said you should givo 
thPrn financial assi~tancc. 

The SECEETARY FOR PCBL!C 'WORKS: 
These n1en, preyious to the reduction . in 
dntiC'.-:, wen~ doing 've1l al!d \Y8l'O roanng 
their fatnilies a:~ Austrahans should bo 
r. a, reel. l\lany rnon \VCro being craployed in 
thu industry. lt "·as only l1ecaW\8 of tho 
attitude of the hon. member for Cook on 
tltis question that I rose to participate in 
this debate. The hon. member for I'Vynnum 
made the etatemcnt in this Chamber that if a 
cluh of 3s. on imported tobacco was [JOt 

snffieicnt to enable the tobacco-grO\Yer;, to 
u1ako <:L " do " of the industry, then they 
<le -cJ·n"d to go under. 

J\lr. BAYLEY: Hear hear! They dcseryo 
to go un cl er if they cannot make a ·' do " 
u11der those duties. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'L'BLW WORKS: 
T heso tobacco-gro\vcrs are \Yorking harder 
than eYcr the hon. member hao worked. 
They put in rnoro thau eight h~Hl r:3 a day and 
al'e a line otamp of men. It Is all ;-cry well 
for any nwn posscs~lng tho infcrjority corn
plc,. likr' the hon. meml>el' fOi· \Yynnum to 
1nakc such an attack on n, ~cc:t1on of our 
vrin1ary producers who are doiug sonwthing 
for tlh:• couHtry. }~c only nHtkcs such a. 
~tateincnt in the coward's castle and u~nder 
lWiYilcgc. H c has neYer inyp-.tlgatcd the 
que~tion whether tlw·3C tobacco-growers wc:re 
'HJrking at fuJI rn·cssurc. I--Ie has llC\"81' lll

vcstigated the r1uestion of the efficiency of 
the· P n1c11. lie conclcllUL) then1 ·w1thont any 
Pvidencc at. all, \Yith the objr<ct of supporting 
a, Uon:rruuent to \Yhich he prcYiously wa:-; 
>tttaclwcl until the JWOple decided that hr 
should no longr'r have thP opportunity to 
do so. The l1on. mc1nbcr for \Yynntnll Inakts 
a statem0nt again~t a body of 1I1en vYho an.~ 
unab1o to nrotect thcmseh·e"'. TIJe~l' ntPn 
Ul"l) worl>::lug. under tropical cm1dition~. and 
ha\:; settled on countrv \Yhich lll'CTionsl.v 
1\ as onl,\- occupation licens_• conntry, \Yhich 
would not carry rnany cattle to the square 
111ilc. The 1ncn who nre de\·cloplng that 
eouni ry arc coudclnncd by a lllCITI bcr of this 
Pr1 rljarncnt j.u n, nio..::t ofl'-lHtnclcd 1nanncr. 
The hon. IllPniber for \\'ynuuin tlw.t if 
thcv cannot nutke 1 " cfo " of \Yitl· i;he 
dnr:- of 3s. pel' lb. then tl1oy should go 
unclcr. Surelv the intelligent attitude would 
be this: lf tlil'oe nH•n ace ",or king effectively 
and doing good WDl'k, and exim duty of ls. 
or ls. 6cl. cjlN lb. would be ju,tilicd if It 
nleant a rnnti·nnance of tobacco-growing. 
That \\·otdcl be the attitucl,, of any hen. 
nleJllbt'l' or any bononrablp nuiu, because t.O 
condPmn IIlPn ·wl1o arc pion0ering tl1is coun
tr_\·-nH•n 1< ho are opening up ~new strctchr.; 
of country. fpr:cing it, and jrnproying it-i; 
to do ~mnetlllllg urnvorth:,~ of any decent 
man. The attibJdc; of the FPderal Govern 
nwnt is tvpilied b.'' the ati itude of tlw hon. 
BH'lllbcr for \YYnrnun. Bv a reYcr~ion to 
thl' origi11al Llutie~. t11e. toLa.cco-gTov,cr~ 
coulrl ],, "lYC'rl from g-oing under, could feed 
and clothe their fa1nllics in a propel· IYa:,~, 
and could carrv on an indu:-,tn7 of Yaluo not 
onh- to tlw St:'.t·' but al'o to" the Common
\VP~lt}l. But }H're, for sornc unkno•·:n n~ason 
-ce>rtaj:nl_v tJJerc nrr"' large fina'!!Cial in7 ,rC' .. ;ts 
ittY01Yed in thr Briti~:h-Au~tralasitJu Tobn<:co 
T'rnst-~thr·~i' D1PU nre bPing ruined by the 
rcrlnc-tion of tLc tariff and by tlw increase 

of the cxci.-Jc ou Iocally-gTo\YII tobacco. Judg
ing by their interjection~ .hon. rnornl1crs oi1po
site who \Yt'rc lHesont this n1ornlng approYl' 
of tludJ atiitudP. and ln f:-cvcral ~perches till' 
hon. rnotn1;cJ' for Cook al:lo approYed. ):.,.. rt 
at ihP sau1c tinw that l10n. nwrnber bla1nes 
the Labont.· Go' cnuncut, y·hich ha-ve fought 
dcsvcrately against ihe attitude to ~vhlch 
I atu objecting. and ho a~k~ the Labcmr 
Gor-~nunet1t to couw to their n·~cne. Cer
tainly, l am convinced that an.dhmg that 
can he done to keep these men on the land 
v.-ill be r1one i>v ihls Go..-enulH'nt. in cml
forntity \Vlth t1w Labour Party'~ voli-::y; 
bnt tho po~ition would nr-ver have bePll 
r·;·eatecl hac! it not ber'll for the action of all 
anti-Labour GoYernnient. It vi:as ,,~ith the 
kno·derlgc of tlw-.c facls that I was astonished 
to li~tc•n Lo the rcrnarkablc att.ctck on tltl\ 
tobacco-gTowers in Queensland nli:Hle by th:.' 
hon. member for Cook. 

:\Ir. DAYLEY (TT'.IJnnum} [12.10 p.m.]: The 
Sccn~tnrv fo1· PuLlie \York~ has devoted a 
g-ood d0ui of his t.in1e to eh~ ding ,,~ith 1 
~~emark of Iniac, and rol1hecl it of it.::: context. 
I cannot recn.Il rny exact words. but ru.v 
statement was to the dl'c•ct that if tlw i-nchl'
try ('ould not get along- with a duty of 
3~. pPr lb .. then it dt ~ervod ~ ') go under. 

Tlw SECRET.IRY FOR PcBLIC '1YORKS: ':\n. 
" liansard " will not sho\i\' that. 

:'.fr. DA YLEY: That \Y<.l.S tl'e meaning of 
rny stateuwnt. 

Tlw SECEET.\HY FOE PLBLIC \Yon:n:s: :\"o. 

BAYLr•;Y: Then perhaw the hon. 
vYill giye n1c n1y exact \Yards. 

The, SErREl'.\HY FOH PrBLrc \',' ORKS : You 
'aid, •· If tlw tobac,'o-gro1\E'rs of the country 
t 1llllOt produec a leaf --..yhcn they arc assisted 
hv a tariff to tlte extent of £85 for every 
ac•re unrlcl' tobacco, they deserve to go 
undPr.·' 

:\lr. BAYLEY: The reason tlw tobacco
growers of this State are in trouble is that 
the Labour Gon'rnme11t under J\Ir. Scullin 
all(] :\Ir. Fo]'(lc lured them to their destruc
tion. They placed a duty on tobacco kaf of 
5s. 2d. per lb. \Vhat Wf1S tho rpwlt 1 

Hunrlrerls of men were induced to g·o into 
thf' cnltintiion of tobacco. The duty \Yas 
so rjgh that the American Tobacco Com
pany and the other tobacco ron1panic~ in 
Au~ttalia \Ycro for·cec.l, jn thej1· PndeaYour 
to put toba,.co on the market \\ ithin (} I•' 
1·c·a h of the con8llnH'rs to use as n1ucb 
Amtmlian leaf as po%ible. and ·,o defeat 
tiJf' teriff'. The result was that consump
tion fp]! off immrdiatolv. anrl tl1e Federal 
CoYC'rnrncnt rc,ali~ed t·hat if tl1at l1igh 
duh \rerP allo\r·ccl io remain the tobacco
gro~vcr" of this industry \Yotdd suffc1·. 
The· clut,\" wa·c reduced from 5s. 2cl. 
to 3s. per lb. Thn.t specific duty of 3s. j;, 
0quivalcnt to an ad YalorPn1 duty of fronl 
300 to 500 ]181' cent. It is cqui,-;tlent to a 
dutY of £85 011 eYt'l'Y acre under tobacco. 
I ~ay again that ir' the tobacco inrJur;tr:· 
c1nnot pro~per in Austra]i:l ''-"ithout nn 
assistance equal to £85 per acre, or an ad 
valorem duty of from 300 to 500 per cent .. 
then it dthc.rvcs to go under, because it }::.; 
uneconomic for this countrv to fmter smh 
an industrv. But the indu~trv can prosper 
with a duty of 3s. a lb. . 

l'.h. MooHE: It has boon doing it for 
yf'ars. 

Jlr. Bayley.] 



1338 Supply. [ASSE:Y1BLY.] Supply. 

}Jr. BA YLEY : Of course it has been 
doing it for years. A few ~·cars ago 
appro:cimately 2,000,000 lb. o[ tobacco 
were proclnced in thi8 country, and the 
indu~rry \Yas pros!)ertng; the rncn were 
receiving a fair and adequate price for 
their lc·af. By reason of the tariff people 
\Ye-re induced to enter the industry, so that 
two years ago between 12,000,000 and 
13,000,000 lb. of leaf was produced, much of 
it of an inferior quality, which could not be 
used to adYantagc by the lllanufacturcr. 
There i~ a durv of 1:-). 3d. a 1b. in Canada 
on lL'Hf ~in that countrv. ~·\s I said 
bcforP. is iu jnxtaposition 'to the greatest 
tobacl'u produciug countTy in the world. thC' 
LTHitc(l State of Atneric(l.. Canada t~xport;:; 
6.500,000 lb. of tobacco per year, and ,., c 
ehall han· to export. If the tobacco indu•.
tr~· ·i::- to lJl'O~pc·r \Yl' nru~t export .a. ccn,ain 

country. 

of leaf or throw it into the incincH 
it is in1po3sible for us to use 

cent. of the tobacco grown iu this 

~\.t 12.14 p.n1., 

:\h. \Y. T. Knm (Jlar'e< ), one of the panel 
of Tl'lllpc~rary Chainnen. fo:_'iiercd the Cbair
lll~tll 1~1 du' cLair. 

~lr. HA -YLEY: In on{ eT to lULunt fa(:t\Ln' 
a ~'Jlla!1l~' tobacco, the !oral aniclc lllU--l be 
ble:;clcd \\ irh other tnbacc<h The l7 nitcd 

Arnerica b~s bc,_n grol' 
}mndreds of ...-c~~r.~. aud what 

there? La~t the~· pro-
l.4·JO,OOO.OOO lb. of acco, c-;port<'d 

600.000.GC J lb. of leaf, and imported Lci W<'ea 
140,000.0c:; ancl 150,000,000 lb. If a country 
like r!,1_• -Cnited Stat.es. thC' }(.,,.. ·[;tH?.' tob<H eo 
countrY iu the \Yorld. finds it · tu 
imnort a)lpmximately 150,000.000 lb. of 
in oJ:der to place a. tobacco on the n1arket 
1Yhich will meet with the apyn·oya] of !he 
cl)lldl;~;iug public, vve ab'J in Au;;:;tnd-ia \vill 
lw n:- tu illlport loaf. Our 31Hlual cmLsumv
tion i,- in the neighbourhood of 20,000.000 lb. 
\Ye ohollld be able to produce for our OWl! 

L<'<' 16.000,000 out of that 20.000.000 lb., bur 
we IYill ha.Yc to in1port the other 
4.000.000 lb. The Sec-rl'tarY for Publio 
1srork:; hus C'hargocl the .Fccl('r<:~l GoYcrnrnenL 
who are re-..ponsible for tlH: 1PYying of tariffs: 
"~ith cnmitv to,Yards the tobacco industn. 
li. dutY of 3s. a lb. should be sufficient. · 

:Vh. O'KnFE: The growers also charged 
!hi' FPcL,ral Govt:r!lnlent with being l'CS})Oll3-

Ib1e fo1· the position brought about. 

:\h. R~\ YLEY: Naturall.L The growers 
"~ere fa],-pjy led by Mr. i:icullin and :\Jr. 
Forclr', aid~d and abotted b,~ those men 1Yho 
lwd lallcl to sell, not only· in the i\Iarceba 
distric: but also in ancl aronnd Brisbane. 
:\fen who owned land in and around Bris
bane. who found it impossible othcrwis•:• to 
"']] thc·ir land, placed it upon the nmrkPt 
for the purpo::e of tobacco-growir1g. The 
prospecth·c Ln.J e1·.s \Ye re told ihn t thcr0 wa:-o: 
" fortnnc in it with this duty of 5s. 2rl. a lb. 

:\Ir. O'KEEFE: \Yhy didn't the :\Ioore Go
YI'nmwnt tc1l the people it \Vas ~1ot so? 

::vir. BAYLEY: Tlw Moorc GoYermncnt 
g-av-e t!H1l1l the land at a ll01ni11al figul'e. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: That is not entirely cor
rect. 

:\l r. BA YLEY: It was a nominal price. 
~\s :1 1 t'~ul t hundrc·ds of n1cn were induced 
tJ t'lltcr 1hc industry who would not hnYc 
dotl<' eu lrad the industry been allmYcd to 

[Jlr. Baylty. 

dc,-olop along proper line'· \\' e say that 
experience teaches, but I am conYinccd that 
what the po:itician will not learn is to lea V>c 
indu~tries alone. 

The hon. member for Isis referred to the 
~Ugar indu::_:try. rrhP sugar industry lS ill 
the position it is to-day bl~C-:Lu::;o pol-itician~ 
intuforcd with it-and I must take my 
share of the responsibility. H Mr. Ilnzhcs 
had 110t g]ycn the sugar-grower~ £30 6~ 8d. 
a ton the indu3t ry \YOtdd be iu a prospl~rous 
co1Hlition to-du.y. 

1\Il·. O'KEEI•'E: nr,mght about ho' fictitiou, 
land Yalues. 

~Ir. IL\ YLE'{: Drc,ught. about by H ·,tiLions 
prH·f!~. 

f.Ir. ()' KEEFE: And brou·;ht about, by the 
~loun: Coycnnncnt. 

:\fr. JL\YLEY: r.rlu' position has been 
brought about Ly a fictitious price, a fiet,l
tiou.:; price paid to the gro\,, er.-3 to re~ oup 
1 hem for "'ha I thev lo.,t. during the war. 
\Vt canth t e:- ap~ our rr_,pou~iLilitie~. 
Politic~d THl.l'ti~'S in this ( ~)nntry baYe \Vtought 
havoc anlollg", prirnary produciug ju~us-
u·ic:-:. to -;;c"!Y uf ~wcondarY indnstnc~. 
1rhid1 it '~'ill rake ~ io rcdc:ew. 
Tal.::P. for 1ndnstr~, 
,,;JoU "'hich till' fm Rock-
h.Lillptot: a11d I;;.·i~ 11oke. Four years aQ·o 
this c1;:_uJtr .. export, cl tor:s .of buttZr. 
_.-'\_ -.;;car lrlt(T. a:- a of the .Patcrsou 
S(·LCnw. jt went up to 78.000 ions; in the 
folio', j1l~ to 91.000 tun~. and last year 
to 104.000 But what happens' \Yhcn 
Wl' Pnt a\Ya v ton~ \Yt' n:cciv-.xl 158s. 
JH;:: cwt. ; \\·l{en \Vf' ~P11t 78.000 tons t]lf' priL·e 

got do'"-H to 112--;. per c--..yt.; when \\C seLt 
91.000 tons the price• clown to about 
97:-:. and ;rhen wt ~l'Et tons, the pri(·e 
c!ro]lpPcl (o 74c'. per C\Yt. 

:.\Inch ha:" been said about the Ottawa 
Ag_TC'('liiL'nt and Britain's treai,nlcnt of tlw 
Dorninious a~ ngair:st forPign countr~c",. 
nutter in1ports to Britain from for~1gn 
countrir~ jncrca·.__,d by 20 p~·r C'Pnt. \vithin 
fonr \Yh(•rC'a:, inl]Jorb frorn tl1 

in en '""d bv 225 ner cent. Th· 
market "~as flooded. v\-e eeut' to the BritiBh 
nwrkPt last vcar 104.000 toll._, of LnttPr, or an 
incrcnsp of 225 per cent. in four :·cars. That 
'""' hronght about by unnatural causes. 
B<'forP tlwt the• inclu:-~iT.I.' ~,:a::; pro"p0rOLlf:. but 
t11any p0oplc \H'rP incluc(~d to go into it, ar~d 
We arc paying the penalty to~da;v. vVe 1Ylll 
pa~- th0 penalty whcne1T<Jr any Gov0rnm0nt 
iut0rferc anrl take part in yll·luwry lnrlustry 
or any othe-r indnstr~T· 

_A Cc)\~EH~:\I':Xl' l':.fK\-IBER: LP:n-c thc11: 
alone? 

:V!r. BA YLEY: Lean> them alcnc. 'Ihc:v 
should be left alone to \York oni their O\\ 11 
salYation. Ae.-ist tlwm. Reduce i!wir taxa· 
tion. C(•l away h·orn tl1is paternal fonn ot 
g-oYcrrnrH'Ut. \Ye sav \\T have not g·ot 
~oci ~li:-.n1 in _L\.u::;trali'a at 1n·c~eni-, but ir; 
is n1ight~, close to it. r:rhi~ paternal fonn of 
gon•rn1nc•nt has bflconlc a rc~ifSion with hon. 
nJernbcr~ oppo.,.,itf', anrl the Secretary for 
,\griculturc is the archpric,t. The hon. 
f.[('tlt1cmrr1! is never happy uElc:"~ hf' or l11s 
devartrncut. ca11 put a finger 1n ~omC'OllC' 
f'lsc-'s pie. LeaYe the j)}'ocluct'l'S t1.lonc. Let 
Goyernn1cnts 5pc-ncl lc-s:;; and a:-o,k less fro111 
the pro:) le in the foi'm of taxation. Le1 
tho product::; of onr industries go -on the 
Jr.ar}.;yh;: and £nd t}Jeir O\Yn lcYel. s nd wo 
shaH be far n1ore prosr)crous iu thi~ country 
thau we arc to~day. 
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I sav these fr•w words in rep!,,· to the stotc. 
nwnt bv the f'lr-crctary for Public \Yorks. in 
which i;c Pmlr•,wourcd to show that I had n<l 

sc·mpathc· for the tobacco·growers of this 
country. \:f:y s~'rnpath~ goes far deeper than 
l1i«, I rnnkc bold to say. I nrn prepared 
10 do the unpopul :r thing, hecau~c I rea1isc 
it is for thoit ultimate good. IIc evidently 
i.;; prcpar<:":d to sec then1 suffrr for over rat}u.:r 
than do or fay tho:t} things -which on tLc 
surfare avpear to Le ar .. utin.st ibc,ir bc~t in
tPrest ~ at the prcRcnt mon1ent. I take :1 
long viPw of it; he a short one'; and I v-i! I 
lPtu-c thC' people of th1s State to deciUc 
"·hich is the better view. 

:Mt·. EDWARDS (Xananuo) [12.22 p.rn.l: 
There is no doubt "·hatover that members of 
the Labour GoYornrnrnt arc usir1g the Esti
mates of this ckpartment for tlw puryJose of 
makinv political propaganda. I am 
a6tounded to se<' that sort of thing, and I 
am sure that the i\1ini,ter does not concur 
in their attitude. First of all, \I"C had the 
hon. member for Rockhampton mctaphori· 
cally patting the hon. members for Mirani 
and Cooroora on the back bv conlnH~nding 
them on j he statements they made, but imme· 
diatcly working him~elf into a white' froth 
about what the Federal Go,·crnmcnt bad 
done, and how Australia had been treated 
in the Otta\'L1 AgTcen1cnt. From then on he 
proceeded to mal{o a speech the like of which 
we have had since the last election. \Vhat 
is the purpose of this propaganda? Is it 
to condernn the L:yon<S Government, or is 
tbc hon. member going in for Federal poli
tics? \V hat has he or the Secretary for 
Public \Yorks contrilmt,cd to this debate 
that is of Yaluo to agriculture? Ho mcrel:v 
ro,c in his piaco and endeavoured to n1ake 
a gin-like case \Yith a vie\v to dissmninating 
propaganda in the interests of the Labour 
Partv. He did not eYen submit a ca,;e in 
kecptng \Yith advanced Labour thought, lmt 
''Tas content to revert to tho dark ages. 
The Sec"ctary for Public \Vorks went out 
of his way perooually to abuse the hon. m em
her for \Yynumn, and ho thereby clisg-.-acPd 
his ministerial position. The hon. mem
ber for Kelvin Gro,·e Lmghs; he cannot sec 
any further than that. \Vhen the Sccretarv 
fo1: Public \Vorks rdr'rrNI to Uw allegecll-;, 
low intDlkct of the hon. member for \Vvr;. 
num he absolutely di~gracpd his 111inistr1:ial 
position. If om, Iikt•cl to be pcr.s<mal one 
could ask w'mt the Secrctarv for Public 
Works had dono in tlw inten~sts of the ,,e]. 
fare of this State before ho entered this 
Chamber. 

The TE'C\IPORAEY CH.\IRi\IA:'-1, Orcler! 
I. ask the hon. member to discuss the que 
llon before the Committee. 

Mr. EDWAHDS: That is just \\hat I 
intend to do. \Vhat has the Socn•taev for 
Public Works done in the interest•,, of ·agri
cultural pursuits' All his life he has 
orl\aniscd with the object of creating con
dJ!Ions unfavourable to the best interests 
of agriculture, I-Iis efforts arc no credit, 

to hin1, and it is no credit to hirn per::;;onally 
that he is pr~parrd to abuse another hon. 
mr mlwr of this Chamber. His contrilnttion 
to agriculture jn this State 1s nb::-olutcly 
nil. 
Th~ hulL nwmhcr for Rockiwmpton 

harped on tlw freights charged on prodnce 
transported to Great Britain. and ho pointed 
ont that if thcv ''ere lo\n'r tbl~rc v1;ou:cl bP a 
grPat saving tO our pri1nary indn~tries. Does 
he know that it co~ts rnore to ronvev a 
to11 of produce by rail frorn Ron1a to Bris
bane than it costs t'O convcv the said ton of 
produce from Brisbane to 'England·: \Yhat 
sort of an argument is his' \Yhy do the 
Labour Govcrnnu>nt not attend to their O\\n 
job b,· lmvering the freight 011 the rail\\ ays 
so that produce ran be tra11~portrd cheap]~, 
to thP S('aboard '? 'The,· .hould confine their 
attentions to that aspect of thP matter imtl ad 
of harping on what the Federal Covern
lnent arc doing and on overseas frcight5. 

Sneering rdoronce has been made to the 
Otta vva Agrcerncnt, Lut what as the pur
pose of the Othnva Agreement' I am not as 
conversant wjth tbe Ottawa, Ag-rc( lncnt a:-~ ac·e 
Federal members, but T definitely state that 
the position in Australia \Yas improv0cl by 
that agreement. 

Mr. \YATERS: Ask the exportero about that! 

l\Ir. ED\YARDS: The only job that the 
hon. mc·mber had before ho eutcrPci this 
Padinrnent ·was tearing up piecP<S of paper 
from the wastepaper basket. Ono has only 
to consider the quotas conceded by Great 
Britain to realise the \Vonderfnl assistance 
that Great Britain has cxtc'ndcd to this 
country. I have here the figures 6howing the, 
percentage of our products expcrted to the 
COLl!ltries of the world OVf'r the past f'tye 

years, thcse being !he latest fignn> ilYailabie. 
These figures shov,r the percent ages: 

l .. c-r ( '---·nt. 
l..'nitcd Kingdom 41 
Other parts of the Empir · 11 

Eighteen forcibn countries 48 

Xow compare the 41 per cent. taken J,y iltco 
l..,.nitcd I{ingdorn nncl the 52 per ccul. taken 
bv the United Kingdom and othN Empire 
cOu11trie~ with thc.:-c pcrcentagt tai'-Cil by 
foreign eountri0s: --

France 
Japan 
L~nited States 
Gennanv 
11elgiunl' 
All others (thirtEen) 

Per cnt. 
ll 
7 
7 
6 
5 

12 

Do tho~o ngure"' not show that Gn'at Hrita,in 
has extended a considerable benefit to Aus
tralia? Later on I shall ~ho1v wherC' thP duty 
of the Go,·crnmcnt lay in rc>~pcct of market.'. 
I also have the figun•s showing the principal 
items of exports for the year 1931·32. tho,e, 
also, being the latest figures avaialblc. These 
figures show the quantity absorhL·d by the 
United l(jngdorn in comparison with 1l10 

tot~tl amount exported:-

Gnitell Kingdom. Total. 
I) er 

rentage. 

Wool (greasy) 
Wool (scourer!) 
\YI!cat .. 
Jlran anrl pollard 
Drier! fruits 
Frozen beef 

256,845,000 lb. 
32,713,000 lb. 
29,531,000 ccutals 

1,09±,000 eeutals 
102,948,000 lb. 
128,H5,000 lb. 

775,227.000 lb. 
ii5,719.000 lb. 
76,.140,000 contals 

1,±60,000 ecntale 
1 85,:):3:3,000 lb. 
105,872,000 lb. 

Mr. Edwards.] 
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Those figures are invaluable and enable 
people to see at a glance how dependent 
Australia is on Great Britain for a market 
for her products. The following additional 
li~ures arc also illuminating from the same 
p~int of view:-

Lamh .. 
Mutton .. 
Pork 
Eggs 
Butter 
Ollce~c 
Sugar 

~Cnitecl 

Kingclmn. 

10-1,-1 ];),000 !h. 
' :>:l,2 ;o,ooo lb. 

7,0:38,000 !h. 
9,878,(100 cloz. 

~iB:J .. :Sti/,000 lb. 
O,B;)O,OOO lb. 
:J,J~J.oco cwt. 

Total. 

i 
106,ii\J9,000 lb. 

1 58,G81,0QO lh. 
i ,36S,OUO lb. I 
H,92l,qoo doz. 

201-,W'?.Ollll lb. 
7,ZG7,000 lb. j 

;),708,U0(J t\Yt.. I 

98 
\ll 
g;; 
gg 
9t 
9± 
D:J 

I l·tUlllOt unUer.stalld \vhy l1on. me1nbLl'S 
should utilise this vote for the purpose of 
disscrniuati!lg volitical lli·op:-q .. rGnda. \Yltat 
is the use of it to Queensland or Australia'? 
\Ve should endeavour to relie·.·e Great Britain 
of scnno of tho obligations she is assuming, 
and take advantage of the trade facilities 
\Yhich she is 011ening up for us. It should 
he our ol.Jject to fiud more markets for our 
products m ihe East inbiead of concentrating 
cu political pl'opagauda and Inaking speeche::; 
about wlrat the Federal Government have 
clone :lnd are doing. The prirr1ary producer8 
are contrj])ut.ing an GllOl'DlOUS an1ount to 
ilJP rPYenuc· of the Stain by \vay of taxation, 
a11d thPY Hatttr<tllv des~rc. that tl1e varions 
f1Pptntnl~_,nt., ~hou1~1 be a(_hninistored in the 
bc;t intor<'sts of the people; instead of devot· 
ing then1selyc;; to such questions hon. n1en1-
bers oppo-ite are indulging in political pro
paganda. There ""·as no occasion to intro
dtH'? politi< ~1 propaganda on this Yotc. This 
is a Yote on which crrlm and deliberate dis
cussion is rcqni1·ecl. I do not kno"· whether 
the l\Iin-i~ter in charge of the voh--.. was 
responsible for the participa.tion in the 
dchate of the hon. member for Rockhamp
ton. but it is apparent that he was put up 
b:v sonwLocly to get in a little propaganda 
on behalf of the Federal Labour Party. 

There is not the slightest doubt that, owing 
to the heavy fall in the prices of primary 
product::;, producers flncl thernselves in a 
difficult position. The Government should 
cndcayour to n1ect produc0rs b:v bringing 
about a reduction in costs. A con1lnence
ment should be made bv a reduction in 
railway freitrhts. The Government could 
also assist ill reducing costs by renloving 
many of the restrictions which have been 
irn po~ed j n recent years in consequence of 
the legislation passed by this Parliament. 
They conld 1~on1ovc 1nany ro~.trictions irnposecl 
rm the handling- of primary products from 
the time of their production 011 the farm 
Lmtil they are placed on the ships for trans· 
port overseas, instead of harping about what 
takes place aHer that is dol1!'>. The duty 
of the Government lies in that direction, 
and nowhere else. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Tell me 
\\-hat rostridions ean be removed a:od I will 
endeavour to giYe consideration to them. 

Mr. F.DW ARDS: Many pin pricking- labour 
and achnini:;:trat.iye conditions are imposed 
on the primary producer. Some of these 
n re the ro.sult of the efforts of the Secrctarv 
for Public ·works as a Labour organise;. 
Thus industry is becoming top heavy. The 
GoYcrnrnent can a 1so give consideration to 
relieving industry by lowering the incidence 

f Jl r. Ecltcards. 

of taxation. When the hon. gentleman in 
charge of this vote introduced the Dairy 
Cattle Improvement Bill we were led to 
believe that the fees collected from the 
bull tax were to be expended specially m 
assisting the dairyman. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: So it is. 
:Mr. EDW AR.DS: The lron. gentleman 

may say so, but that is merely camouflage 
hccal>.'e the hon. gentleman kno\':S that con· 
soliclated revenue has be~n relieved to a 
certain extent in the cost of administration 
and the deftciencv made good from contribu· 
tions by the producers. 

Before I conclude I desire to commend 
the of£cers of the department for the report 
which has been issued. At the same time, 
throug·hout the report I can s_ee tlre Minis· 
tet's idea of the paramount 1mportance of 
the scientific side of agriculture. I do not 
condemn the utilisation of scientific mol hods, 
but it is wror.g for science to c_ontr_ol the 
practical side of [Jrimary productwn m th10 
State. Reference is made in the report 
to the training of bo:. s at tJ:e S~. Lucla 
Farm School, YYhich to my mrnd rs of no 
benefit to the State, but is a burden on the 
people, including the primary producers. 
I know v. hat boys are, aud I know that at 
this school thev may be taught how to saw 
a tree and split a post, but the chances are 
that thev will attempt to tell the first farmer 
to who~ thev are sent that they know n1ore 
about his bc;·siness tlran he does. \Vhy not 
allo\\· th 0 hovs to go to the most pradical 
farmers in the different country districts. 
from whom they will get first-hand practl< a! 
experience? I gin, the Minister credit for 
his enthusiasm. but it is \Hong for th" 
scientific to outrun the practical. Some of 
the officials of the department are to be 
commended. Recentlv I heard the poultry 
expert address a meeting of farmers in a 
practical manner, speaking to them as man 
to 1n;u1. That ;.., thP n1a1111CT Hl ·wlnl'h lht> 
department should l.Jo conducted. 

I notice that the sum of £1,000 has been 
allotted for pig experimentation at the Am
mal Health Station, Yeerongpilly. . Why 
should not those experiments be earned out 
at Gatton College? These matters are of 
'"it-11 irnportrtncr~ to nrirnary proclncf'r~, who 
find it extremely difficnlt to carry on und~r 
ch,nressed nuukct conditions. especially 111 

,-i~w of the heavy overhead costs to which 
they arc subjected. If tlro Minister WPJ'e 
receiving 2s. 4d. or 2s. 5d. a bushel for 
maize and £2 10s. for a ton of chaff, he 
woult! realise that .,hr, plig·ht of the farm.er 
is serious. Let the Minister eliminate charges 
in eyerv wav so that even when low prices 
are ruilng the primary prodnrcr~ may. be 
able to market their products sat1sfactonly. 

I shonld also like to refer to the methods 
like! v to be adopted in connection with the 
Sta.liion and Dairy Improvement Boards--

The TE"\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The hon. member will not be in order in 
discussing those matters on this vote. 

:'\h. ED\\' ARDS: I clo not pn•pose to 
rt,fer to thP lcgi:-;lation corwc'rning tltern. At 
the present time there is a shortage of 
draurrht horses in the State. The ;1,1inister 
chould be careful as he may create a posi· 
tion whereby we will not overtake that 
shortage for many years to c~me. Every
body nea\ected this industrv whlle the maim
craZe w~s on. For seYen Or eight years we 
1wglected to breed horses or to care for 
them in a sensible way. People now are 
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waking up. When they see aged horsr,s 
comin~ into the yards and bringing up to 
£30 they realise the position we are likely 
to be in. 'I'hoy range from twelve to twenty 
years of ago, and mares anywhere near 
the latter age will not breed, so that we 
arc not going to be able to breed maEy 
horses for rnany :vears to con1e. r:rhe Minis
ter should bo very careful not to overstep 
the mark and so kill this industry. 

The came thing applies in connection with 
dairying. 'Ve must admit that the dairying
industry has made \\·onderful strides in 
Queensland. That has not been done by tbo 
control of the practical side of the industry 
by science-practical men have done the 
work. 'rhere are men in my district who 
are a credit to Australia. They are selling 
cattle to cvorv State in the Commonwealth. 
These JllCil g'R,ined experience first in one 
\\"ay and then in another. ana have at last 
bred tlH type of cattle suitable for this and 
etlwr ,States. They have been largely respon
sible for tho increased output of butter in 
the Commonwealth. If wo relieve those 
people of the burdens put upon them they 
will do the rest. 'l'hev will look after the 
interests of the dairying industry. They 
are not likelv to breed from scrub bulls
tclwv know ,;,me about the industry than 
that. They arc "·orking from ono month to 
another to get the farmers to improve their 
herds and to secure better bulls. The 
aclmiui.stration of the GoYernment savours 
too mnch of interference with the interests 
of the people. I believe tllat if we were 
to I'Nhco taxation and railway freights, 
bring do1Yn Qoyernnlont cost~, and rernove 
pinpl'ick]ng conditjons our agricultural indus
tr;: would be something of which wo could 
be proud. 

I <Jnito agTeo with the statement in the 
press this morning by a visitor to this coun
try, which I feel sure that everyone appre
ciated. \Vhilo he \ea, proud of Australia. 
he caic!, " After all, you are building up 
your capitals with too man;: people; there 
are too numy people in your large cities and 
town .. " quite agree with him. vVhat has 
brou~·:tt that condition? It is because 
conditions are made so hard in the country 
and so eas? lu the large centres of popula
tion. Tho Government are increasing tbat 
trouble tenfold, because they are collecting 
taxation by way of unemployment relid tax 
and incmne tax, and spending the n1oney 
in tho larg-e centres of population. 

1\Ir. :JIOOHE (Aubigny) [12.47 p.m.]: The 
report ot the department, which is a very 
full and excellent one, puts the activities 
of tho dc11artmont h1 a very clear and concise 
manner. and states oxactlv what has been 
done. It also affords excoll.•nt proof that 
man:· of the statements which have been 
marlo for political propaganda purposf'3 
against the Federal Government are entirely 
withont foundation. It goes to prove that 
the tobacco-growers in particular have not 
snffered bv the roductiori in the tariff. The 
rerort cl< 'arl,· s0ts out the position-

T1w pricf ~ at anrtion a1•d ln· y1;·j~.~nh· 
i l'f' .t r~:;li~cd ~o fr;r for t-h<: le~_f pro-

1nl~ :v1 ·11'. IYtlC'n qnn bh~ l-l c·qJ;. 

, a re he!cl to be cqnal to 'hos" 
pu1d for thn.t of ]af't veai', A.s t.hc l0af 
p; Jluced this yc·u·, dnP 1argc]_,7 to 1·hc• 
~r,a:-on. is on thE:' ''hole n1uch inff'rint· 
tn ~ L.:11- of ln"t yrar. tl1e aYera~C' prier• i,; 
~>X]Jf'r:tf\d to l1c• ·a good -d0al 1ow0r. v'ihi1r-· 
c 'o·";cJerablc qunntit,- of leaf will he 
fr•>JrHl umaleabk'. In the i\farer'ba rhs-

trict, for example, wh0ro the total leaf 
cured is estimated at approx1ma:ely 900 
tons, it is anticipated that 60 per cont. 
will not be sold." 

Tho Federal Co..-crnment are not rcsponsibl" 
because the quality of the leaf is inferior 
and UlHmitable for manufac.:ture. The sug
gestion that f;Ycrythillg should be used for 
the purposes of political propaganda agamst 
the Fcd~:ral Govcnnnent 1vill not do anv 
good to Qnccnsland, nor place us in any 
br:ttcr position. The rrport gives fach. so 
that the people concerned \Yill be in a 
position to come to conclusions based on 
facts and not on irnagination, as is the ea so 
with hon. n1cmbers on the Go-vcrn1ncnt 
benches. It is a valuable n•port and people 
who rear! it will gE't the truth without being 
rnisled b.v spel'chcs 1nade by son1e n1en1bcr;::; 
o£ t!Jl;'l C'hmnb('J'. S}H:'cche~ n1adc for propa
ganda against another Gover!JHH_'~lt 1Yith 
\Yhich thcv 11rc not conccrn('d rn any \Ya~· 
\':hatcYer. ·~ One matter I would like to 
nwntion js the A uditor-Gencral's re-port on 
t.ho report~ of the various cornn1odity boards. 

'rhcl'o aro rather e-xtrernc discrepancies in 
the balnncc-shoets supplied Ly lhe A urlitor
Cenf'ral in regard to conrn1odity boards. 
:\Io't of the boards gi.-o \Yorking accounts 
\'cith !leccsntn- details to show pc0plo bow 
theY arc bci1lrr conducted and tdJo~,\· lTICDl-

of Pnrlla~!Jeut to kn'ow what is bc,ing 
I\'" o 1-rm·kjng account, ho,ycvcr, is 

bv cith('l' the Council of ~\u:ricu~ture 
or the Butter Board in res poet of t;,; o boards 
y, hicl1 ha\"C CXJll'!lded tlw FL money. The 
Connc·il of Agriculture, h1eh l'{'CCIYC:'i 

£5,950, doe:'! not Rllpply an;r details-bi:lallC':'
~hoPt or \YOrking a.cconnt-eyerythun; IS 
Iun1pecl ln OllC general Slllll. Tht> nutter 
J1oarcl is 1n a ~irnilar position in this respect; 
no details arc giYcn. I wonlcl like to know 
wll\· this difference exish; OY<'rytlung that 
i~ ·~lone bv the othf:'r board~, including tlu_, 
lionp-,- lloarcL the \Yhcat Boar{l. the 
J'\orthern l'io: Board. the Arrowroot Board. 
the Broorn 1\Iillct Board, tbo Ca11e Gnnver,/ 
Cocmcil. and tbo Cotton Board g-iYes work· 
lng aecn1nts for the guidance of Parl~arnent 
and th: peop1e conccnH'cl. No detalls arc 
gi\·cn b:'\T the la.rge~,t R1H:ndces ~ I tl1ink that 
is a rnlstakc. bccansc the p0oplc who con
tribute arc intPrf'stf'd in knowing how their 
rnon0v is bf'ln;:; spent. I rannot sco lrh~
thnc' should be this discrimination. 

The hon. member for Rockhampton and 
also the SccretarT,Y for I>nblic \Yorks a.~scrted 
that the Otta\Ya ·A gTecment was practical!~· 
uscl.e-s. The Srcr~tary for Public 'Vorks 
actuallv rnen6oned rn0at in connection 1rith 
the mahot·. I would like him to turn to the 
report of the Quooneland J\leat Indmtry 
Board. Yl-hich states--

" The declared policy of the British 
Gon~rnn1c•nt in n:<ation to rneat produc 
tion. as s<'t out in the Ottawa meat 
D gTc0n1cnt, is. first. to secure deYoloprncnt 
of honw production. and, second]\' .. to 
E!'ivc to tbe Don1inions an cxpancllng 
~h2re of imports into the 1~nitc;1 K_ing
dom. T:'nd0r this agree1nent. \duch lS to 
rpmain in force for -a period of fir~' yeRrs 
fr0n1 20t1l A..ug-ust. 1932. the quantitie~ 
of meat v·hicb ~can be imported into the 
I'"nltcd T(ingdonl from foreign ronntries 
rluring- each qnarte1· of tho period 1st 
,Tunuarv 1933 to 30th .Tunc, 1934. ha\·C' 
been d0finitcly prCS<;ribed. 

'; Expn:.<::sed as perrcntagc:', of the 
quantities imported in the corresponding 

M1·. Mom·e.] 
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quarters of the twelve months ended 
30th JunE', 1932. tho forc·ign importations 
arc to be as follows:-

:.\Ieat. 

1933. 1934. 

• ·I I ' ~~ 

I. ~-~I o;'; ~~ bil :, ... ·.· -- ...!. • """ .......... ~ ~;:..::.. ~ ~,-.. ·~',, '§.~ c::~;;;l~ ...... ;:jC)'vu w--,··~ 
! r.;~ ~.:; ~:n· o~ ~...-;I~~ 

~--~~--~i~--:~-;~-

Frozen 1nutton ' j . : i 
and lamb .. 

1 
90 

1 
85 ' 80 ! 75 70 i G5 

Frozen lJeef (car- · · l 

~~~~d beef) a~~ 90 85 i 80 I 75 70 : 6ii 

Thc'·!C figures show a decreasing percentage 
throug·h,Jut to the ad-.; antagt' of the 
DorninioJ" and the people of Qucen,lrwcl. 
who an: the biggest exporters in _.~_\u~tralia 
of frozen beef. "\s rt·~·ards chilled beef 
there is no restriction. The report alw 
stlltes-

" In addition to the foregoing rr'Stric
tions, a eubscquent trade agreernent 
between the Britieh Government and the 
Argentine provides that a 10 per CL'lJt. 
reduction of chilled beef from that coml
try can also be irnposed, and this reduc
tion is in effect at the present time. 

" T]1o Cornnion\Yealth Gov·crnrnent, in 
canymg out tho terms of the Ottawa 
Ag1·ecn1ent., lin1itcd the quantity of frozt:n 
muttun, lanrb, beef, and ycal ~'xportablc 
to the l:nited Kingdom during· 1933. 

"It would appear th3t the substantial 
restriction in foreign imports of beef. 
mutton, and lamb into the United King
darn should pennit the Cornrnon wealth. 
at least. to rnaintain its pre,.,.cnt export 
volume in these products. To the ext0nt 
that the British farmer cannot supply 
the cldiciency, if any, in trade require
nlents causrd hv the restrictions the 
1J,1minions shoulcl. under the d<!chrcd 
policy, ha.-c the opportunity to inc1·ca'e 
dwir ~hip1ncnts to that rnarkct.'' 

rrho n~ca.t industry jg one of our irnportant 
indu~trlts, and tho Ottawa Agreement has 
confcrrf!d c,n it conBidera.blo bcnc11L. I he 
rc~tfiction~ are def-initeLY set out ~o 'that 
the puh~in rnay kllO\\- j~1st what th~y are. 
The ConnnmT\Ycalth Government a.ro ~-o he 
congratulated instead of being cterually 
blamed for the state of our external markets. 
The bPnelits also apply materially to llutter 
and cheese. 

Another mutter which I desire to nwntiu<l 
is of considerable irnr)ortanco to a largt~ 
tion of the people I represent. Just 
to the last election a wonderful ]MlllplJ],·~ 
was issued which related to tho alleged "great 
bread ramp." It pointed out that the people 
\Yen: bC':ng rol1 hed. It said-

"READ Tms! 

"The people have boon paying at least 
le!. a loaf more for bread during the 
L<'t three years than eau be justified by 
any Gon __ l'IIJ1JCnt.'' 

\\'bat haY<' the present Government clone? 
\Yhcn tho:c "en returned to pmYer they 
rPrlucr!cl the price of wheat to the farmers 
b,- about 6d. per bmhel; the miller was left 
in the san1o- y,c:-ition, but the consumer bene
fited by a reduction of ~d. a loaf for his 
breacl. \Vho pllicl for it? The wheatgrower. 
On 28th September the hon. rm'mber for 

fMr. lVloore. 

Cooroora askccl the Sccretarv for LaJ•our and 
Industry- · 

"\'lhat ;s ih,, present 11necc of f!oLll' 
and bread m Brisbane?" 

rrhc Secretary for Labour and Inclnstr:, 
replied--

" The prec.ont price of flour. Brisbane, 
is £;" 7e. 6d. per ton, and tlw ftxed Jlrice 
of bread is 4~d. per 2-lb. loaf c<tsh at 
bakehouB,C. shop, or dcliYPl'C'd." 

Thi,; \Yondcrful pamphlet callPd " The (;rcat 
Bread Ramp '' says·-

" In November. 1930, wheat w.' 3>. 
B~d. and flour £9 10s." 

This year wheat is 3,;. 1,!,cl. per bushel nncl 
flonr 'is £9 7s. 6d. per tOIL The pamphlet 
referred to also saYs that at that time the 
people were being ~-obbed b.'· lwving to pay 
a ld. a loaf more for their bread than they 
should pay. These figures giyc a coinparison 
on prices-

.June, 1932. XoY. 19~ L 

Wheat 4s. ~~d. a hus. 3s. 11d. a lms. 

}'lour £11 10s. a ton £8 1os. a ton 

Pollard £6 10s. a ton £6 a ton 

Rran £j 10s. a ton £5 15s. n ton. 

In .June, 1932. wht:n, according to th· Labour 
pamphlet. people were being fleeced b:· the 
milkrc to the extent of £567.000 per am1Ulll, 
the price. of flour per ton \\Us 5~.1 timcs the 
price of \vheat.. :Xt;J\', ~lw pu.__:e 9£ Hour 
is exact l v 56 tm10s the pncc of 
"·heat. In June, 1932, the price of 
1 ton each of flour, pollard, and bran was 
112 times the price of a bushel of wheat. 
:'\ow the price of 1 tou each of flour, pollard. 
and bran is 131 tunes the pnce of a _bmhti 
of wheat. That nwans that the pnu" of 
flour, pollard, a.nd bran arc 110\Y higher in 
cornparison with thr: price of w~1cat than 
thcv were prior to the last election. -v.-hcn 
thP.Labour pamphlet "·as is·ued. \Yho is.,Jccl 
this pamphlet iu v.-hich it ':as stated that 
the coneumers were being robbed of a ld. 
a loaf for their bread and that £567,000 
per annum wa.s bPing takon out of th~~ 
pocket·· of the people to the benefit of 
millers? The pamphlet was 1ssucd b.y ::\Ir. 
\V. J. Riordan, now a member of the lndus
trial Court, which has pmn1· to control 
m·ices! If the contents of the pmnphlct 
~verc: true vdJY has l\1r. Riordan not taken 
nc·tion to {·cJ-nc~l~~ i he extraordinary 11osition? 
If the prices of 1 ton each of flour. br<tn. 
and pollard arc now _131 tmws th _pnco of 
a bushel of wheat v.-hdst the e.1nd pnces were 
onlv 112 times the price of a bushel of wheat 
\YhC.n the panrphlct \VaE> issuc·d, why has 
some action not bt-cn taken by l\Ir. Rionlan? 

:vlr. KEXXY: Ho is paid £40 a week to 
do the job. 

Mr. ::\100RE: Yes. It only goes to .,how 
that the statements in the pamphlet \\·ere 
not true. and that it was issuer! to the 
countrv in an endeavour to mislead the 
farmo1:s by tdling them that they CV<'re b"ing
robbed. The only per>on who has been 
called upon to suffer is the primary pro
ducer. the man about whom the Secretary 
for J"'ublic \Vorks m11de such a fuss ilw; 
morning-. Ho said that these men who had 
pioneered the country should be protc'cted. 
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But how ore they being protect.ed 9 By a 
reduction in the price of bread to the con
sumer for \Yhich the farmer has to pay. The 
rnillcr i:-3 in the same position. The n1an 
\\ho gruws the \Vhcat-th() 1nan about 
whom the Secretarv for I'ublic V\'orks shed 
c·rocodilc tears--ha~' lo pay for th'' bendit, 
but he gets no benefit for himself. 

At 2 p.m., 
The CH.HR:\IAN ,rcsun1ed the chair. 

}Jr. :VlOO.RE: That part of the annual 
,·eport of lhe department dealing with 
the o;•erations of the \\-heat Board shows 
how farmers fell in when thcv 
put present Government 'in powc1:. 
'\.t that tirno they ·were obtaining a bont 

3s. :o_;c!.--up to 3s. ll!d.-pcr bushel 
for their 1Yhcat. :J-1onev ·which goes to 
tlw farnwr goos into cirCulation. That is 
the adYantago which the connnunity gains. 
The only advantage to the community in 
a reduction in the price of bread is i11 a 
rcrluc:i "' of the eo. t ot living to which 
;;..hould n;C'an a drcrca~c in the co.st of vro-
dnctic'r;. I-1a~ rlwt ion had all\' ;.uclJ 
t·it'en ·: ( Jf conr:-3P }w~ not. \\,. ;_~ see 
fron1 Jh report the Go\~crm.nellt 
o!fc1' thp \\"heat Board 3o. f~d. JP!' 
] \U-:-LcJ for l<l~;t ~CJ.~o11' :-, ·wboat. iuclutliug 
the- Fcdt~ral contribution. That ofrer VYn.;; 

tuntt·d do1vn the \Yhcat Board. The 
''<']101'1 <tal.e', the bottom of ]1age 137-

·' Subscqucnlh the board signifted 
tlleir \YillingllL":.s to confer with the 
lniil<'r ~, and n. nweting of the rnilJer:; 
"'"' the board took plrrco on 3rd ~-\pril 
of thi:-~ vcar. when a sa.]e of the rnil!ablc 
'' ~~-as finally agreed to ou the price 

of 3~. 3~J., exclusiYe of auy 
Federal gra11t. but with dockaQ:es of 
l~c!. and 3d. per bushel on Q 2 a1;rl Q 2\ 
uacle wheat." 

'With an addition of the Fcclt•ral grant and 
tho c:q;emes of tho board the farmer has 
only about 3s. l~d. per bushel for his wheat 
imtead of 3s, lO~d. and 3.s. ll~d., which he 
rc·ccn-cr1 before this Govcrnnicnt carnc into 
power. IIe is the onf~ porson \Yho is losing 
on::-r d1r~ whole transaction. The consumer 
i;:; getrjng .a rerluction of ~d. per 2 lb. loaf. 

i~ now a bigger discrepancy than ever 
the prico of wheat and flour and 

the· pric-· of bread. The whole' position is 
unsall . ..,f;~ctory to the fanner, and is not 
<"tlrulrrtecl to oncOLlrage the industry. 

In the pamphlet "-hich wa·, publislwd b,v 
}lr, W. J. Hi01·dan, the dirGctor of the 
Labour carnpaign <1t the last election. in 
order to bring home the iniquity of the late 
Co,-crnment to the fanner, it is not nointcd 
oat tlwt the miller took control of th~ wheat 
inunc-diatC'ly on dcliYcry, and had to ~uffer 

lo"cJ which thereafter occuned-fo·r 
of the ra,~agcs of weevjls and 

deu•: ,, 'C in 'n•ight which amounted to 20 00~ 
bnsbe'"· That fact is commcnlf'd on by' the 
Anditor-Gcncral in l1is report of the opera
i:on"' of the "\Yhcat Board, according- to 
\Yhi~.:li the lo~,·'C'::J were yerv ~C'rious. -- 'I'h<~ 
pnn1phkt issued by the ~lircctor nf the 
T.abo:tr t•nmpaign ;tt<::>mpL; to show whu.t 

u:lfnrtunato positlon the fanner was 
m. It says-

,, Theoretiralh-, the farmer was to 
4s. 2~d. per bu;hel for f.a.q. wheat 
ov,:i Jg' to an arrangon1cnt the n1iller~ got 
cqn rol of the g-rading, and very little 
o" be crop \Yas graded as f. a .q.; m 

fact, it seems that it was graded at 
second and third grade quality." 

If hnn. members look at tho Auditor
General's report they will see that that is 
an absolute and downright lie. The wheat 
received into the pool consisted of 2,868,473 
bushels of milling wheat, of which 136,554 
lmshels were subsequently sold as seed 
wheat, in addition to 571,708 bushels of feed 
wheat. 

The pamphlet continues-

" and, of cour\:,e, at the lower rates, 
and the grower is a sadder but wiser 
man. While this is going on tho con
.umption of bread has dropped 10 per 
cent. owing to the poverty of the people. 
They hunger for bread while the millers 
pocket their rake-ofi. The J'.1oore Go
Yernment winks the other eye at this 
ramp in the wheat industry, and the 
secret cornrnissions in tho dairying 
industries, :Meanwhile every loaf of 
bread you eat costs ld. mo~·o than it 
should." 

If Lrrad cost lcl. more than it should \Yhen 
wheat was 4~. 2~d. per bushel, how 1nuch 
tnoro iniquitous is the pr£>sent price \Yhen 
whrat i~ bringing only 3~. 2~d. per bu . .:;hcl'! 
\Vhv has no action been taken if that st<lte
mctit is true? If the suggestions put for
" ard in the pamphlets issued by Mr. 
Riordan arc COlT(~{}-'· Drop the Pirat,~s "
·' Giv0 Labour thP l-Iclrn again"-'' Banish 
Pon~rty " aucl ''Restore Prosperity "-are 

why does not this gentleman, who 
now a member of the Industrial Court, 

take sonH' action to stop the people frorn 
being robbed' It is an extraordinary 
po:-'1tion. Here is a rnan who has issued a 
pamphlet in ''··hich very clefinito and serious 
statern0nts are n1adc, yet \Yhcn the oppor
tunity js his. and thn position is infinitely 
\HJrse. and tho position of the farn1cr ]:-; 
inl'lllitcly worse, he ta.kes no action. \Ye 
kno\v .w}n~ no action is taken. Bl~canse the 
\Yholo po~ition was duly inwstigated by the 
C'omn1i:-..:;ioncr of Prices, 1-Ir. Ferrv, before 
this pamphlPt was issned. The r)rice \', clS 

fixed ac·cording· to 11r. Ferry's recmnrnenda
tion. That pamphl·_t onlY goes to show that 
pconlP in rc::>ponsiblo po."itions are prepared 
to -i~sue patnphlr-tE' in \Yhich are staterncnt:-; 
whi{:h are absolutel7 incorrect, not for th'' 
bcnc:fit of this cornlnunitv but in order to 
sccur:.: YOtes. ~ 

Settlement is taking placo on land that 
hn been rlcarcd of prickly-pear. That land 
i::; C1nincntly ~nitablc for fat Iamb raising. 
~\!though the po~ition of the dairyinp; 1ndus
t r~r i~ rather rn·ecarious and an inftnltcly 
.~2Ten.ter cxpanslon jn that industry mig-ht 
h:)XC qnlte disastrous results under the prr·
~f'nt depres'"ed ccwdiiion, we ftncl this 
interesting statement at page 28 of the last 
report of the Queensland :Yleat Indt.1stry 
Boetrd-

" Cm;siSTEXT CRosSBRED LA~ B TRADE. 

"Past records clearlv indicate that the 
price of wool dctern1inPe, to a great 
extent, the quantity of merino-h-po milt
ton and lamb exported from Amtralia. 
ThP graph on page 40 illu~trates the 
nosition. In vi<>n- of the rr•c·_-nt sharp 
;.jsc in wool rrices, it is nnlikel_'i~. +herr~
for•o, !hat mutton and lamb will be avnil
able for export in tho same quantities 
fl-" during the past year or two, '' h0n 
wool prices were at such a low leYoL 

Mr. Moore.] 
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"I~1 the board's ovinir:n, fanners iu 
this State should contemplar'' making a 
r0gula r business of produciug ~eycra t 
hundred thousand crossbred lnmbs an
nually, in order that Queensland cun 
consistently remain in the export trade 
in this product." 

That page also contains a photograph of the 
Darlit~g Dowps crossbred lmnbs, the type 
that IS rcclUll'Cd. These lambs took first 
prize at the last Brisbane Exh ibitio11. aud 
are of as f:,'Ooc1 a quality as any }HO~lnecd 
c1sewhf'rt~ 111 Australia. or ::-\c\v Zealand. 
There i,; a ckmand not only for thn export 
trade. but also for the local trade. I shoulrl 
::.ay that the re is an C>xtcnsive dcnw.nd in 
BrisbD_,ne for l_arnb of this qualit:<'· and as 
the boani 1101nts out there is an aln1ost 
nnlirnitcd scope for cx11ansion in this trade 
at a good price and in a good n1arket. Fat. 
lambs c~u1 bP gro··sn iu Qul'{'IJ:.~lanJ. lJarti
cnlarly Hl the SOllthcru cli~trict; a!lrl in this 
cl a"; of country that I ha YC mentioned. 
V\There. artificial gra!'SC~ wiil take the place 
of pncld~--pcar-such fodder,, a' rape and 
ryc--cvcr~1l opportunity f'honld be giYen b~ 
the c1epartnwnt for people to (•mba rk on ai1 
1ndustry that w1ll ensure n rca::<onab!v decent 
rctnrn a1Hl will provide an infinitP1\r br-tter 
opportunity for profitable production tban 
would be afforded by an expansion of the 
dair.Ying industry. Tlw laud is available~ 
and suitable for that .class of husbandr:.-, and 
frorn personal expencuce in t.lte rai::-ing of 
fat htmbs I am quite satisfied that it can tm 
nwdc a profitable inclustrv. LPt u~. there
fore, giYe ('nconragnn1ent · i-o il!i.;;, indu~trv 
mther thrtn to the ('Xpansion of the dain-in;r 
i11dustry at this particular t·imc. · ·' 

In dealing ·with aycnnes for irnprovec~ 
export bn;:;inP.<;:.~! the board n]::<o hn::< this to 
~a,y at pagn 27-

":\"o HEH'l'HICTIDx o;; PoRK. 

" \Yith rcg·ard to frozen p<wk. there 
an~ no rc•strictions in1IJO::;ed by t1Ie 
Ottawa c\grccment on the qnnntities 
Pxpol'tablo from_ _\ustra1ia. The irn~ 
portation of 'frozen ':~ork into Gt·c:tt 
Brit.rtin js prnctically _tCOllfinccl to Au,
tl·alin- anrl Ncv,- zr-a:lancl. as no frozen 
pork is allowed to be importPd from the 
Continent of EuropP. 

" The board's latest advice from several 
English buyers is to the dfcct that Aus
trali0 can continua to increase ib export 
of frozen porkers. but they emphasise 
that they cannot build up a business on 
spas1nodic shipments such a:-; arc made 
fron1 this ~ountry. The.\~ urge thnt 
~·cg-nl.nr cous1gnn~cnts shoult1 hP nl<.t<le. a 
1s 1JPl:lg" donP by NPYI' Zr~nland shippel'::<." 

The. Qneeusland ]}feat Industry Board is 
prondmg not only adequate slaughtering 
and handling facilities for the export of 
pork, but IS also after careful scientific 
invest.igation, producing a food that takes 
the place of I_nilk ~or tbc re~ring of )1igs
a f?od th~t IS cmmently suitable for pro
rlucmg we1ght at an economical price. 'rhe 
cllfficnlty the board has experienced is to 
p;et. Ot_Jr own peopl". to use it. although an 
unlimited market exists in Germanv whither 
9uantitie, arc presently being expo'rted. If 
It pays to ship that food to Germany for 
use t.herc, surely it ought to be more payable 
to p1g producers here! vVe have a market 
OYer~eas for a tremendously increased pro
ductwn of pork, and the board is making 

[Jrlr. Moore. 

a food out of by-products that enables a 
Yer_v large increase to take place in ~hat 
production. It seems to n.w that the effor~s 
of the Department of Agnc•rlture should he 
in tlwse two directions, ,,-here the markets 
are aYailable, instead of increasing the dairy
ing ln1ports to Great Bntanl, ~here the 
1narket has become satur.ttcd. 1o-day the 
1nn.rk0t for frozen pork in Great Britain js 
}Jl'ttct:cally confin.cd t<) ... ~u--tra)irt and ~C\Y 
Zl_'<tl<tlld as the 11llll01 tat10ll Gt frOZPll pork 
frnru Eul'Olh.' is lJI'ohibltcd uc1 wu lJayc 
unl~11titctl opt1ortunitlc~ fo1 ('Xpnnsion. 
Th('SC' are two llne~ on \Yhich t]lf-~ d•'part
lnront ~honlcl con{'Plltrat(' il"' far pos
sible. That would open up an a Yenye th~t 
is not e'Cploited at the present hme, m 
\vhich there i.:; room for expaus1on. an(l a 
market that is not saturated. \Ye mig-ht 
,_,ell take• to heart the remarks in the report 
of the Meat Industry Board, particu1ar1y 
as it looks as if corn and whe>1t are th1s 
:·car going to be yery lo1Y in price. 

The CHAIRC'II\X: Order! The hou. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing- Orders. 

::VIr. DEACO)J (C'unnin{!lwm) [2.14 p.1n.]: 
This is n. rnost .i.Inportrtnt clepartn1ent. and 
I -,,.-ish, ftrst of alL to thank the office1:s of 
the department for the courtesy they iJaYe 
shmYn to me on 01·erv occasiOn I ha.-e had 
to intcn·icw them. I' also thank the "'\Iinis
ter for the courtesy I have r,•ceiYed from 
him. II e has clone his best. so far as the 
li1ni+alions of his party's volicy IYill allow, 
to help everyone in trouble. 

\ Go\"ER:\}\E:\T i\IE11JBim: You ah-.-ays say 
that. 

:Vir. DEACO)J: \Vhat I say is or:lv meaut 
to guide him in the right direction. He 
has a n1o~t efficient staff, who do a great 
deal of good work and help aiong the 
Yarious aO'ricultural industries in the State. 
Perhaps tl1cy do uot do it to the C';:tcnt the 
Ministrw said t.hev t1o. shll they do a g-reat 
deal to that encl. antl we apprc 1atP their 
work 

T\:c l1on. me1nber for Uockhampton mixed 
np hi.-. Axprcssions of apprcr_jat_jon of the 
department \Yith his depm~clatim: of the 
Fodr:rnl GoYcrnmcnt, and thcl n httlc elec
tioneering-. Ho made son1o absurd state
nwut·- al;out tho effect of lm>' to.rifl'e on the 
farruino· indnstrv. Low tariffs do not. hurt 
the fal:m0r muZJ1 at all---if anytbing they 
hc·lp him-but high tariffs raise expenses. 
Our rnarkets arc ruled by oYorseas 1ll'1Ces, 
not local price.::. If oyer_vthing tbe farmer 
bougl1t ,serc Jnanufactnrcd here, and the 
farmers h"d only the home markf't to eupply, 
he "onl<l bo a consirh~rablc loser in the 
tnurartion. It i~ n1ost1y manufactured g"Oods 
which arc supplied to "the farmer, and pri
tnarv industryT does not flouri~h 'vhen too 
hea,:v a burden is placed on the farmer in 
tlw ~hape of the cost of such article"'· If 
g·oods do not come out here in the ships 
,-. c use for the export. of our prod nets \Yf' 
havP to pav double for the carria_!r<' of 
cvcrvthing ,~-e scncl overseas. 1\T,, haYP to 
!ware tho,t in mind besirles the increased 
cost of the machinerv we have to buY. Pro
tection does not h~lp the farmer 'a great 
deal, and before anv hon. member opposite 
-in his denunciation of tariffs--includes the 
farmer as somebody who benefits, he oug-ht 
to inquire further and ascertain whether 
thev haYe not an effect the direct oppositr' 
of that for which ho is contending. 
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A r:othcr matt(•r in which I am interPsted is 
the agTeeJTI('nt yvh1ch 1vas arrived at bct"\VCen 
the FPderal and State Government;; whereby 
certain sums of money \Yero provided by the 
former for tf,e aS'istance of wheatgrowers 
hv tlw payment of a bonus of £25,000 and the 
distribution d £15,744 amongst necessitous 
\Yhoatgrowcrs. The payment:;; were to be 
based upon the 'luantit.y of \vllf'at produced 
by the individual grmrer. Thoro has not 
been anv variation of that agrcen1rnt-~or 1f 
there has th0 ·Minister has not iuformcd ns 
of it-and if there \Yas a variation it \Yas not 
made with the consPnt of the F\•dcral Go· 
\'ernment. l-Io\Ycvcr, a variation has been 
made and tho Secrttarv fO!' Agri\?ulture in 
reply to a question n:ccntlv infonned I hro 
House that £26.000 odd had b'cen paid by 
way of bounty and £13.000 to neco3Siton .. inJi. 
vidual growers. In othe1· words. £2.000 had 
b0en tnJ:cn fron1 the nccE'Fsitou~ farmel's and 
~-inn to the others. That is not fair to the 
necessitous farmers. In the first place they 
were enti1lrd to rnorc, as their need wn,s 
greater. If there was no ne"\Y arran!'.{en1cnt 
bcbwcn th0 Governments. the Sec re i:tl'Y for 
Agriculture had no right to vary the agree
llH nt. I an1 crrt.ain that th0 Yariation \\'as 
not sng-gec.;ted by the FPderal Governrnent; 
it n1ay have bc~en ~uggcstcd by the State. Iu 
any ra-:3e it \Yas a wrong thing to do, becauso 
:-;on1~:.~ gro1.1 0rs had no crop last :vea r and a very 
li~ht crop the y('ar before. Such men \Ycre 
entitled to the full amount allotted for their 
a-..sisb111CP. It is 0asv to understand what 
has happened. \Yhen the 1\linistcr found 
that the quantity of \vheat on which a 
bounty had been promisee! had 'xreedccl the 
amount cxpcctecl origina 1ly, and the State 
Government would not fine! tho Pxtra money 
necessar_y, they took from the poorer of the 
farmers, the men in the greatest of neccL 
£2.000 in order i.o make up the difFerence. 

Th,, SECRETARY FOR AGRICl'LTCRE: That is 
not right. 

Mr. DEACO:'-T: It looks \'NY mncl1 like 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICrLTCRE: You wait 
until I explain the whole thing to you. 

Mr. DE_'\ CON: The fact of th" matter is 
that the money \\·as taken. I hrtn) read out 
the two amounts that were paid out. Part 
of i.he money that was intended for needv 
fanners Vias taken to make up the shortag·c 
of bounty. 

The S>:cRET\RY FOR AGRICDLTURE: You 
know that is uot right; you know better. 

Mr. DEACO~: I do not know better. I 
only know what the Minister has told this 
Committee and what JVL-. Latham told the 
growers. If thoro is any reason fOi· the 
variation I would be g'lad to have the 
explanation. As it io at prc•sent, both the 
growers and myself know why it was done. 
Thc necessitous growN·s kr'iow that the 
amount agrPed upon for th0m \va::;; rcdnrcd 
bv Yery !loarly £2.000 while the other 
amotmt ''as increased bv £2.000. That \Yas 
not I he agreement between the two Gm·ern-
mcnts. -

Th,· SF.cRET.\RY FOH AcmcuL'rrnE : I can 
0xplain that; it 1s a very sirnple explana
tion. 

:\Ir. DEAC(l]\i: The Gm-ernment recciYcd 
a. certain tangib:e amount, and thP total 
amount cxpPnded corresponds with the 
amonnt rcceiYcd. The :\ilinisi.er did nol: 

1933-2 V 

re-ceive any more nwncy, and we \vant an 
exnlanation. As it ie, the growers have been 
depriYed of money which they needl d and 
which should have been paid to them. 

The SECRETARY FOE 1\GHICDLTcHE : They got 
it. 

Mr. DEACON: They did not get it, and 
\\G wish to know whv thev did not. \Yriting 
to the Nangwee Local Producers' Acsocia
tion, the Commonwealth Attornoy.General, 
I\Ir. J. G. Latham, said-

" DEAR SIR,-\Vith n'fcr0nce to your 
letter of 22ncl May, 1933, relative to the 
Commonwealth grant of £40.744 under· 
'The F'i.nancial R,•lief Act, 1932,' to the 
State of Queell' land, I desire to inform 
vou that in responiie to an appbcatJOn 
for funds made rec<·ntlv bv the Under 
Secretary to the Slate 'lin-"'ury, the 
amount of £40,744 was paid without 
delav to the Qu<!ensland Govermncnt for 
distl:itmtion in accordance with the pro· 
visions of the Act. The Comrnonwea ltJ-, 
Governrnent had prreyiou~l expressed 
concurr('nce jn the proposal::.; submitted 
by the GoYernment of QuooJbland for th;c 
allocatiou of the abovement10ncd 
nn1onnt as follo·ws :-

(a) For reducing tl'o cost of the pro. 
duction of wh~at-. induding cost of 
transport a.nd marketing-£25.000. 

This amount to be distributed on the 
basis of tho acrcago cultivated and 
sown to wheat. 

( r,) ProYiding for the needs of in
dividual wheatgrowers, but not upow 
the basis of the quantity of wheat pro
dncecl bv individual wheatgrowers
£15,744. , 

This sun1 to be used to assist wheat+ 
growers. of whom a number failed to· 
produce any crop at all. 
" Section 28 of the Financial Relief 

.Act provides that-
Anv money paid to o State under 

this Part (Pnrt VI.. Relief to Wheat· 
growers) shall be applied by the State 
for the honPfit and assistance of whoat· 
growers by-

(a) Reducing ihe cost of production· 
of wheat (including the cost of trans· 
rort and marketing); ancl 

(b) l'roviclirw for tlw needs of in
dividual whoatgrmwrs.- but not upon 
the !Jasis of the nuantitv of wheat
pwduced bv individual wlieatgrowers. 

"Yours faithfully, 
"J. G. LATH.\l\f~ 

"For Prime lVIinlstcr.!' 

That i.s plain 0nongh. In answer to a CiU<"

tion the other dav a·. to hat amounts had 
!wen paid, the Minister gave £26,000 odd 
8s the arnonnt p.::~icl in the first casr, and 
£13.000 in the second case. If there is any 
0xplanntion. it f:houlr1 hav0 be0n ruade iong 
nQ"o. Tl1e necc"o;;..;itious whf'td-g-ro~lrcrs asked 
for it. but they got. no r]pfinitP answer. 'J'ho 
::vHni:-:h:r could hnY0 madt: hi:-; f''1Jl-.nation in 
this ('hnmlwr Ot' oth0rw-i:"c 1Hl1-Jlic1 hefore 
noYL but no Fxplanat1on .has 110cn 1.•ade. 1~ 
is a greet shanw that noihin•• w '' sairi 
bcfort'. If thP :\Iini•ter is ll<J'·r ".-[ of an_v 
of]H'l' fact,;:. \Yhich n0nnit hirn tn DlOkP ft 

,-!lr!ntinn of tl->c agTrPm<'nt. then T ~hall b<; 
''lnrl to ha\·p th01~. All that Wl' kr:ow is 
t kt! n_ c-raYo injnc;ticf' ,,~a-: don0 lo pcopk:-· 
who badly IH·cdc•d a~·sif'hmce. 

lrfr. Deacon.] 
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c-.lr. lL\.R:\TES ( W.~r ick) L2.27 run.]: Tho 
clPrJnrtmf 1t i;:; to he lughlv coinniendccl for 
the '""'''llPrH ., of tho rcpor't which i' before 
thP CL,,w.hcr Lo-cby. A rnoro c,Jrnprehonsivo 
re]lOJ'l it Ita:-; nut Lcen our pleasure tD peruse, 
<n1d t~lC' alllOUJtt of iuformati0'-1 thcn~ln cou-
iairH'd mn~t be ; s .tisfactory to hon. 
ITlCiub •rs n11cl to cou11try gcncral1y. lt 
i8 int<'l('~ti:n to f'.CC that. ~o nlail industries 

tn· ~~r·, 

dt; -tr:·. 
~aid. 
motnYC~llt 
is fe\YC'r 
othr•r 

. cteyp]opmcnt of this coun-
\vell. Our pig jn-

dcal ha - been 
a in the Cam-

Whilst the of factories 
:n (~U(" nshnd than 1n f.onw of the 

, 1 :1<' nurnbc;· of cmp:o,yccs i;;; 
Qc;ce'lSlancL That j, a fact worth 

The turnover or salps mnounted to 
'J L ~t ,VL '1r-a fig-ure '~ bi-ch indiC'atcs 
':,di.l Uy is of considr-t·ahlo import

arJce. Let us lropo that it will continue to 
cxpaud. 

tc·r 

deal wa~ said thi~ morning can
t!:-• tobacco imlustry, but I f~:tr that 

1.vith thi::- inrlustrv hon. mcrnbc~rs 
hove not muck tlw fine that thev should 
hav(~ 111:1d(' of tlP• report is b{~fore us, 
other\ ·j.;:l' i- 1'C' horL me1ubor Hockharrq;ton 
"\YOtdd 11ot have oxprp;:;sed himself 
a·~. lv• did. lwn. DlC'rnb(•r:-:; turn to po_ge 

'23 of tl!i' report !ht•y will •o the following 
-staiclnC'nt :-

"Gcncrally7 sea~·onal conditions \Yero 
not conduciYe to the production of good 
crops in Central Queensland this vear. 
[n the northtorn section conbnuous rains 
l:umpcred cultivation and growth greatlv 
rnillirnisjng yiolcl.c.\ whilst in the sout.h: 
-",lthough gooJ conditions p,·,.v::~llf'rl 11nt.il 
early February, they suddenly ceased 
and b.ecame ddinitely adverse. much 
damngc being caused 'by Run scald and 
ni·hr'r dis:.onJer':. Dc-,.p]to these setbacks, 
hovvcyer, some excellent crop.;; of higb
qn~lity le[\f ':ere harYcstcd, and good 
prices rcalJ~ed." 

nf expressio11 of hou. nlPrnberii 
to-dav has bcE'n lhat the Fcd<'rf'l.l 

n re n~snon'llb1o fo1· the cond.i
!11ilit _.tcct a2;ain~t the success of 

tho tobacco crop. It j ju~t ns well to 1ook 
matters fairly aud squarely in the face. 
and if llon. 1ne:nbors onnvsito do so tJ1ev 
will find absolute proof of \he reason-for th'c 
faih.n0. in ~l great n1any ca"C\':1. of the tobacr0 
crop J n -:t sca~on. 

ScYC'ral rcfercnc~s haYe been made to 
diEioase in 'arious inchtstrjes. I n1ay be very 
critical. bnt I think the hon. member for 
\Yo~t :\le \'ton was rather n1ore severe in his 
refer< nee' to the inspections of potatoes than 
facts warranted. Tlw Committee and the 
]I.Iinistcr mie:ht he induced to consider the 
lessening- of the scrYi<•?S rendered bv the 
experts of the department. \Ve wa'nt to 
a1·oid that. \Ve haYe no fowor than twenty
seYen officers whose "·ork has to do with the 
f'ontrol of dif'C'asc and ~lmilar things in 
ronnention with plnPt nnd other forms nf 
life. I hope that nothinr; which has been 
said ••ill deter the c1eportment from prose
cntinc: to the fnllest extent its duties in this 
mattAr. No land \vas ::;:o free of pests as 
our conntrv. vet throue:h neglect and inatten
tion ''"e haYo sufferecl from the ravages of 
the fox pest. the rabhit nuisance, the prickly
pear nc::;t, llathur.;:t r~nd noog·oora burr~. thP 
Scotch thistle. and other introductions. Some 
attention is being- given to thcrr1 now, but 
if that attention had been given earlier 

r 3lr. Barnes. 

these pests wonld not have assumed the mag
nitude they haYe. I plead with the Mini·ter 
that there should be no diminntion of effort 
jn dealjng with anin1al and other pests. 

1Iention WlLS made of nw GoYernment 
supplying bags to the prin1ary producer. 
The Mi:1ister scc,mocl somewhat sympathetic. 
but on reflection Ire will see that the request 
i, pracbc, lly tHl\Yorkablc. If the Govcrn
rnent hirccJ out bags they vvonld go from 
fhi7buno north. south, oast, and \'i·cst. Tho 
g1eat bulk of the 1najze grown on the 
J)adinu Down; is distributed in the South. 
How c';",nld rha Government follow up their 
bags? It may he remembered by some that 
in the olden clavs, v1hen ba.g-• wore return
o,ble, thev were" found to have been used 
for all kir1cls of thinf("s. The Minister should 
rnako full inquiriE~·:; and go very \Varily. I_.jko 
the man rro'"ing the street to-day. he had 
better hok four wavs-in front. behind, to 
the rig-ht. ond to the left;--before deciding 
to acquiesce in the suggc;;;hon. I~ he looks 
thoroughly into thP 1nattcr he \Ylll find lJO 
indnrerne11t to do what he seems to be 
inclined to do. 

I r '11 drspo,cd to thmk, however. that the 
hon. mctnbrr for l{o-..pvvoocl "\Vas l'lght \Yht'1l 

he mctde reference to the flv as the 
cJ uso of tho infection of poL to os. Tile 
infe<cion of potatoes ;s ca.used fr~nn fly 
deposits from ,,hich the grnb ultimately 
appears. Affected potatoes should not lw 
allowed to go on the market for domc,tlc 
use. 

AnotlH'r 11oir1t on whit•h I agn'O \Yit.h tht~ 
hon. nu'nl1w1· for \\Tc:t 1:Iorrtnn 1-:; that tho 
in,::;pt~ction elwrp·( ~ of th1' Gn\ ernwc11t ;:trP 
exressiYe. Jt 'IYoulcl be frn· bPttcr for th·' 
indiyic1unl if condrn1nPd pof ~1to:.::3 IH'fl' ~old 
a~ pig f( cd rather than that conPidcrabl·~~ 
clclay ;,ho11ld b,--. entctlleil ill 
diffel'C g )D·l ancl hull 

The p·o"'·cr 
not pav to c .. nd to tlw 

iHfcctec1 ,vjth di~cn~•c. 

Thoro i' talk at pruent of Foder:d nir'o 
tax on YYlwat. I Ymndor thP Go-
yernrnt~nt havo a general 
sal( .... tax on tllis n1< an. to 
the public life of Quocmlancl. i!t!r,rnc 
that such a tax YY<mlcl he co!lcct8d ln- rh" 
Com1nmn;:cahh Anthoritic'~ Bnd the l'f~Y~~I UP 

distributed by them; and, bearing in lilind 
that. in vdwat-gro"\ving Qncen;:;land 
but a n1inor place in \Yl,h 
States_ r fore,ce that the \Yoald 
oper.ate aga.inst. Quc·~nsland growers. who 
clo not "TOW for export. I should also 
irnag-irw that a consiclcrab1c surn of Jl10llP~T-
prol")ably buwlreds of thou.,ands of pounds
would he inYolved. 

The SECRETARY 
GoYcrnmPnt have 
matter. 

FOH AouJcT;LTcHE: Tho 
taken cognisance of the 

Mr. BAR::--;rES : I am gi:td to hPat Lhat. 
and I trust the GoYornmcnt will not ag-rnc 
to anv such idea. rrhc only thing t}1nt v. ould 
be .s~ittahlc fnr Qucens1Rnd \Yould Le a 
u-cncnd homC' C(1f1:~umption pl·icc foj,· all 
;,rheat grown in A ustra1ia. 1-Towc;-cr. I run 
.dad that cof!nisancc !vs been tak<>n hy the 
Go\-0rnment of a matter that 1night hRYO 

escaped notice. 
On the <reneral whe~t qnestion I nm not 

otH' ()f tho~e 'vho ee no good in tlu.: oihPr 
fellow. The Nloorc CoyerninCJJt cert.aiu1v 
achieved ITrent 'uccoss, but that· in no smail 
mcnsure ~Ya~ due to- the i11trocluetion of 
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legislation by. a previous Labour Govern
ment, of whiCh the present I'remwr was 
Secretary for Agriculture. In 1928 that hon. 
gentleman, in assoo1~t1on ·w1th. Mr. L. ~{ .. 
Macgrogor, served this country m 'tll ndrrur
ablt: wav with great advantage to the 
industrv.· In 1929-30 whcatgrowns received 
3-. 11.9d., in 1930-31 3s. lld., and in 1931-32 
3s. lO~d. per lnBitel. What the 1932-33 price 
will be i,; not def1nitely known. It would 
app~ar likely that the price for Ko. 1 wheat 
will be 3s. 3~d., p1u:3 3d., and as, JUdging 
from the Auditor-General's report, the 
charges will be 4~d. per bushel, the farmer 
will probably receive about 3s. 2d. That 
(~XCf'-:;sive cha;·gc of 4~d. per bushel is ~in1ply 
due !o the sbnd taken bv the vVhcat Board 
in disreo·arr!in~ the offo.rs that have been 
m<tde. X11 thi~ would not count very much 
unless thPl'C' \Ya~, son1o other tale to be told 
in connection 1vith it, and I IJr11pose to shol\ 
hCJw matters have worked out fm· ihe Darl
ing Downs. Th'c Opposition have been 
chatged with a lack of concern fot the man 
on the land, but when I can bring forward 
figures such as I shall to-day the Committee 
will understand that the Moore Government 
were not blind to the hi g·hest and best 
intr•rests of the people. The real work was 
done under the Sugar Acquisition Act. The 
Moore Gcn·ernment had the courage to use 
that onactrnent, and in consequence Queens~ 
land farmers received a very high return. 
For the ftrst year, 1929-30. the growers 
received about Sd. a bushel ovet and above 
the growers in New South vValcs. That 
really meant to them about £129.000. But 
in tiw peak year, when there was e1·ery 
inducement for the l\Ioore Government to 
cut concessions to the bone, thev allowed 
the svstom to continue. with the ,:esult that 
whilst wheat in J\'"ew South Wales brought 
on the average ls. 7d. a bushel in Queens
land the average price \"Yas 3s. 9d. a bushel. 
That meant that the growers in Queensland 
received. on a reasonable calculation, about 
£270,000 more than the growers in Ne>V 
South Wales for a like quantity. 

Mr. KEKKY : They did not get too much 
then. 

11r. BAl·C-JES: They diLl not get too muei:J. 
thc'n, hnt there i::;: an insinuation earning 
frorn the othr-r slde that the J\Icor" GovcrlJ. 
nient were blind to the l.lest iuterests of the 
people. I am ready to ""- that :1lthough 
a reduction }ws bc0n n:.ad0, and the farmer 
this ~·oar is going to recci1·o only 3s. 2d 
a bushel, the GoY{~rnnH•nt sturk to their 
cudgels well, and as a lt,ult--while I have 
not worl\:('d it out cxaf'tl: -the advantage 
wl1ich t l1e Qnecns1and gro\Y('r will get is 
very great. I hnxo h0r(' the figures sho1ving 
t.he Yalne of wheat on the New South \Vale's 
basis--

" Cmnntcncr:rncnt of the harvest on 
tai:s--

s. d. 
J)cccntbPr. 1932 2 2~ 
.January, 1933 2 3~ 
U'0brua1·y. 1933 2 3~ 
l\Ia1·clt, 1833 2 4 
April, 1933 2 4~ 
l\1 ay, 1933 2 81 

2 
Jnne, 1933 2 f) 
.Jnly. 1933 3 0 
Augu~t. 1933 2 gt 

:! s( pl:ernbcr. 1933 2 p l" 
~)2 

SPeiug th[Jt the great balk of t.llat wlH·nt 
\YOuld Cf'rtainly haYc LC!'ll dcli\-('l'(!d by nll) 

\vhcat conunission, the average the ?\e,\· 
South \Vales man ill reC('iYo for his wheat
will hP about 2s. 6d. a bushel, so that the 
QueP11sland gTO\\ er this year---although he· 
is not bv anv means so We'll oif u.s in 1931-32 
-v,-ill pi·actlCal1y rccciYe Se!. PP~ bushel o~-er 
and above what his fellow on the other Side 
of tho border will get. 

I an1 vvondering -whrtl1er the d~part1ncr t· 
is giYing full thought t_o ~nv,,_;;tigations as} ' 
\Yh('thcr son1c rnst-ro~-n~tllJg wheat can v_o 
intr )clnccd. This n1ntter is Pngaging the 
attontion of other Goyernlncuts. I noticed 
the following article in the " rrelcgraph" of 
30th ::Vlay last-

" RcST-RESISTIXG vVHEAT. 

" ' It is confidently expected that within· 
the next t\vo or tlHec years the morncn
tous announcement. "-ill lw lllade t!utt a 
ne\\: ru~t-rcsi~ting whoc1t of hig·h quaht)' 
and good yic,lding ability is aYailablo for 
rn·opag·ation b~- f:-tnncrs in t1Josc d:"'tn:t
which haYc been so sorely pres,cd. '!'hJS 
statement, rnn.dc recently by L. IL ~ ew
nlan Don1inion of Canada ccreabst. 111 

dicafes to ,,_-hat length rt~~carch work b.v 
plant-brerdrrs has br~n reached in soh-: 
iuc:r one of tho Canalhau whrJ.t farn1ers 
gT~ate.;;t problems. 

" '\Yhilo the creation of an early 
ripening, high yielding Yaridy. of wh_e•"i. 
of good quality has been a n1a1or ohJ('C
tiYe of the Canadian plant-breeder fot· 
rnanv n2ars.' said l\Ir. 1\ ClYITHLll, ' n10l'C 

recc~~il~,y he 'has been grappling with all
other ·problem of equal if not . OYon· 
greater in1portance. Th1s consists 111 an 
attempt to combine in ono vanety the 
yielding ability and bakmg qua htJ: of 
such nui<•ties as Marquis with the ab1ht~, 
possessed by cortain non-bread "·heats to 
re•-ist the attacks of that dread enemy of 
the wheatgrower of :Yla11itoba and 
Rastf'rll Sa~katchcvl'-an--narnely, the di_s
ease kno-wn as \Yhcat .:;;fcln rnst. \Yithll1 
roccnt , ears thi- dieease periodically hrrs 
raYagea the wheat crop throughout thG 
aboYe area cau~ing damag0 rnnn1ng uno 
the miliions. Thi~ work. "·hich is cPntred 
larg-e!:.· at the Dc:mii:ion Rust Rescar:h 
Laboratory at \\'1Illllpcp:, ~C(-')lllS to. oe 
nroc{n~s~-ing rnpidl:v to" arcl the desirod 
froal.' '' -

T }JaYo l'C'<ld that parag-r<1ph in case it may 
110 j ha n' be _·n noticed by the department. 
\Ye r;JJOuld keep in touch with such develop
ments. Althouvh last. year wns not a rusty 
ye lr. many spkndid fields_ wnnt under m 
con-<~quencP of rust, and It IS 111 wc.ather 
\3uch a:- i:;:; being experienced 110\Y that rust 
8c·c-ms to thriYe tD an alarming r-xtt•nt. 

The report of the department is a mmt 
intt'resting document. First of alL it ~ho,;·s 
thnt the -sum of £114.126 was cxpcnrlccl m 
thi8 great department frorn rcYCllUl' ... Fortu
nctcly that is only part of the pronswn for 
i~ g·rpnt '-vork, because there was expended 
frm.n the trust fm:-ds £138,340, and loans 
01rnugh thP Agricultural Bn.nk (-which jn
cluclr, I think, the Bccrbnrnun lobr~cco· 
sett lc·ml'nt) a hsorbed the snm of £352,700. 
l nm wondering why the Bco;·burrum settle~ 
mcnt sh0uld he included in that £352,700. 

~-\nothrr n1atter of rnuch si£"nificr-,nce~ n lso . 
dcalt with in ihe report of the llcportmcni; 
of Public Lnnrh, js the pr0p;1R'atio!1 nf nr>IV 
g:1·as~:cs. Nothing is n1ore lrnportant to the 
dair.ving nncJ pastoral industries tlwn the" 
int rodnction ef DC\Y gra- ~.~s in ordc·r that: 

Jl1·. Bernes.] 
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fOme of the old grasses which have boon 
catPn out may be replaced, and a valuable 
wint r fodder esbhlishe-d. The production 
of a guod winter graf'."', would rncan an 
imn1cn, -~ advanro to the dairying industry 
and other industries of that nature. I am 
sure tho matter is l'f."Celving the attention 
of th,, dqJartment. Ono ''cry pleasing 
aspect of tlw matter is Jh rt the school chil
dren arc taking- an intcre3t in it. ·when 
p.as~ing- a schoof a few weeks ngo I noticed 
·that plots of grass ktd boon planted for the 
pnrpo, ·C cf tests. Such things speak wonders 
for what is being done. I hope the Minister 
will havt :;;olnPthing to say \Vith regard to 
these 1nrrtters. 

It is mo,t nocc,sary that definite advice 
should b~ f!ivon as to ·what crops can bo 
P:J'O\Yn i~1 particular di:-:.tricts. Last year, 
when thr· placing of p<>oplo on the land 
n~ccin:-t1 rnuch atV=-utio11, it vas suggested 
that peopl" ought to bc· ach·is0d as to what 
·.connnoc1it i<'S rnjg:ht. find a rnarket either at 
i1on1e or <-1 Lruad. I a1n not sure hovv far the 
depnrtnH'nt has adYanccd in that direction, 
but YPl',\7 gn tt scryjco would be clone to 
t]H_~ COUlJtrv if inforn1ation \Yero conYnvcd 
through th~ schools an.rl otherwise. \Ve h[tvo 
b:'Pn told of this drought-1·c~7·isting grass and 
that drnu;ht-r·.,si tlng gras;:;, but real adyice 
a-. to \\ h ·t to grow is lacking. The cxperi
ll1C'11Ull · tage lasts too lo11g. 

::\lore to the US<' Df fertilizers 
''ouicl I read a statement 

ill tlw Brisbane "Courier"' of 8th April, 
-1P33, .,,·hich I tl1ink is worthy of notice-

" l'nooF rao:~r Im:uxn. 
·'Sir Frcderick I\::c·cbl0, jn his book, 

~ F(':·tili7C'rs RIHJ Fun.d ProL1uctiort ' tells 
the• of ihc clen,loprnont of' fifteen 
bl'!n . ..:; lrl'lalld, iutalliHg 284 acn·s, 
\Yhich, thl'vugh fcrbliL 1tion of pa~turc 

incrcr. ;ed production fr01n 32.146 
of wilk to E0,224 g~ilon,. The 

r11ilk produc(1 c] per rrcTc~ raisP<..1 fnnn 
113 gallcns jo 256 The gross 
rt'turn llCl' <J.cre \Yas frorn :S3 13;-;. 
lOd. to £7 16s. Id.. n:rd the cost of 
f1'l'tilizc>rs \-vas only £2 ls. 2d. an acre. 
Thi~ 1nen.ns ill at, uudcr intcL~i \-e rnanagc~ 
lllt'r:t. the r:ct return IH)r acre \vas in
crca I by 75 pc'r cent."' 

CIL\IRMAN: Order! The hon. 
k:< exharHtod the time allowed 

hirn nndcr thn Standing OrJcrs. 

Xr. C. TAYLOR (Windsor) [2.54 p.m.]: 
Tlw Dcpartrncnt of Agriculture is a 1nost 
iruport~nt one, ~incp Queen~land is a prirnary 
prodttclng country, and this dcpartluent is 
rlw one which is charged with the duty of 
do1ng \Yhaicver can be done in the interests 
of h·r primary producers. 

rrhc prirnary producers in Queensland arc 
going thmugh VBry trouhlous times but it 
is quite unfajr of the hon. n1er~ber for 
Hockhamptnn to lav the blame at the cluor 
of the FPden>l UovernuH'nt. Tlw hon. 
member rrfcrrccl particulad'.- to the tobacco 
industry. Hdcrmwe is made in the report 
of the rlepartment to the fact that the 
·tobacco industry has Bxperienccd extrcm•.' 
difficultiP~ bccau,se of c1in1atic conditions and 
otherwise. The tobacco inclmtrv is by no 
rnc<tns a new industrv in this State. 'ovor 
thirty years ago the I)opartmcnt of Agricul
.ture imported from America. a tobacco export 
.:.'lanwd N evill, and thousanr1s of ponnds 'vere 

[Jlr. Barncs. 

expended in Queensland in establishing 
tobacco cultivation at Texas and in orhor 
parts of the State. The venture failed, 
although :Ylr. Novill and his ofticcrs had tho 
co-operation of the whole of the aclmini,lra
tivo force of the Dcpa.rtmcllt of AgricLllturo. 
It was not possible to produce leaf of good 
quality in Queensland at that time. I 
remember that there \Yore three or four 
tobacco factories C]Uitc close to the city of 
Brisbane, ancl I a'w know that the tobacco 
1nanufacturcd was known as '' K.S.D.," 
otherwise, "Kill Stone Dread." That was 
what the people of Queensland thought of the 
locally manufactured tobacco at that time! 
I am not romancing; what I am >aying is 
true. It was considered that tho tohacco was 
grown principally for the kanakas, who c<;m]d 
smoke it or che\<· it and do other thmgs 
with it- that the white man could not do. 
Atternnts haYe been made during thu lrbt 
t\YO o~ three y('ar."::: 1o gTO\V 1ohacco again 
in Au,tralia. but lhc cultivation of toL:ccoo 
is vorv different from the cnlti,·ation of 
cabbai'cs or tontatoe~. Cabbag~s and torna.
toes eau be grown practica:ly anywhere, but 
we are told by experts that there ar rna11y 
areas in this State "·hen' tobacco cannot 
possibly be grown. The industry is a highly 
technical ono. Pror1cr curing kilns n1ust _he 
erected, and the tcn1pcrature rnnst be nlani
tainC'd at a certain lt'vel. It is also rJcce~~arv 
to guard against the introduction of blue 
mould and o1hor diseases that are likciv 
to albtck the seedling plants. The report by 
the departu1cnt outlincj the rnauy difficulti{'S 
that must bo overcome. I am not a tobacco 
expert, but on seeing the first tobacco gTO\Yil 

at Becrburrum I formed the opinion that 
no better :oaf could be rrrown. It was of 
rt boautih!l lemon colour. ~It is probable that 
the seasons \n:re against the 1·obacco gro\,-crs 
on the BecrLurrt!rn area, but I arn hopLfuJ 
that by the fXl'rciso of prupt)l' supcrYi~ion a 
considerable quant.ity of first-class tobacco loaf 
\Yill he~ gro\nl i11 ihls 8tate. lt is no u-o 
burying uur he:\d:-; in the ;::and and saying 
1 Lat 1rc c:r2 lJrodncing the proper leaf; 
we are not. That j.:; clt~arly oYidenced by the 
faet that whil t CC'l'tain haf r~· lis_ d frorn 
3s. 6d. to 4s. per lb. at the :Rri,bnne sales. 
other leaf could not attract a bid. There is 
no use in foo~ing ourselves. Proper super~ 
vision is rcqcrired in this industry, and the 
gro\Yors will havo to be fortified >viih the 
requisite knowledge if they are to produce 
acceptable leaf. I am satisfwd that under 
propc·r conditions •·,·e can produce a first
quality tobacco leaf. 

I agree wiih all that has been said bv the 
hon. member for \VarwiC'k in regard to 
\Yhcat. 1'I:· kno,dcdgo of y,;hcatgrowing in 
Queensland extend~ back forty :·c'ars, t1 a 
time \vhen v1e conld not grow \Ylwat of good 
qualitv suitable to the manufac-tur. of a 
good,~ sound, whoiPsornc flonr. \Ye ''·~·re 
growing a very soft variety known as tho 
Allora Spring Yarict::, and flour manufac
tured frorr1 it V\'onld not keep. :r\ot 1nc:t·ely 
C{uc{:Hslnnd but cv0rv State in Australia 
has rnade grc lt adv;:u_1ces in the~ gTO\\·ing of 
suitable varieties of wheat. \Vo aro grow
ing \Yhcat of a quality not suqHJs,.:;t:c~ in any 
other part of the Commonwealth. \Y c can 
produce flour better than flour manufactured 
in anv other Slate. Gi,-cn a fayour;cble har
Y0stiri'g season, \VO \vill have a surplu:'l wheat 
crop in Queensland of from 2,00:1,000 to 
2,500,000 bushels. One of the gr<>atcst 
troubles facing whealgrowers in this State
it does not trouble grcm·crs iu oiher States 
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:to the same extent-is the wceyiJ. In Vic
toria, \Yestern Australia, and South Aus
tralia-and the same remark applies to a 
less extent to )Jew South \\'ales-growers arc 
not lronbh~d with the weevil pest to the 
same degrc _ as in Queensland. Imported 
chick wheat is eelling in Brisbane at 4d., 
6d., and ?cl. per bushel above Queensland 
'vhcat. \Vh,v '! Because Queensland wheat 
is m riddled with the weevil that its food 
value is greatly diminished. In ihe South
~crn StntPs, particularly N cw South \Vales, 
thero is a magnificent system of silos for the 
storage of "·heat. Millions of bu:.hcls of 
wheat c ~n bo r tainecl in those silos for an 
inddinite period without any fear of depre
-dations by weevils. \Vo cannot do that here. 

lVlr. G. C. TAYLOR: Qm.,nslancl wheat 
requires silo trc atment more than wheat 
grown in other ~tatc~, because of the 
\VarnlCl' dirnate. 

Mr. C. TA YLOR: If we l• tcl a 'similar 
systcn1 of silos in Queensland '''e could 
~tore our wheat an cl maintain its quality much 
-better than is done at the present time. 
Th~: 1vhcat industry is now in a practically 
hopeless condition. All the assist:tncc' that 
any GovcrnrnciJt can offer to a.;.Rist the 'vheat
grolwrs of the CommonwPa'th out of their 
-difliculticB should bo giycrL 'l'he aYerage 
yield of "heat in Queensland last season 
,;v-as 12 bu":lhcls an acre. EYen if a grOIYt:r 
with 100 acres of wheat obtained .5s. a 
bmhd for his crop he would rcc<?iYc only 
£30:). Out of that amount he has to pay 
living Pxpcn:-·::_'S, co:::t cf harvcsJ ing his (TOj) 1 

-cost of soc•cl, etc. ; yet some people think that 
bread r·· n bP cold for about 2d. or 2~d. per 
loaf 1 Brco.rl can be sold at that price if the 
whc.d-rrowcr i~ to b_ st ll'Yccl ont of cxj"~t
cncc·. UtH' hon. n1crnbcr stated i hat Illeta
phoric~diy speaking GovPrntTlCnts haxc been 
carr~·ing the agriC"ultu:·ist on their lwck.:; for 
ycnrs. ',Yh\T('a,:,, a~ tht> hon. HH 1nbcr for I ~is 
poiutt:·d !)Ut, the rcver:5C' has b('l'll thl' ca:::,c. 
The agriculturist has been carrying _..-\us
tra:ia ancl the people cngagC'd in oth0r inclw5-
trics on his back for the last thirty or forty 
year~. 

:\lr. O'I(EEFE: 'Vhy don't you get off their 
'}wcks? 

Mr. C. TAYLOR: I got off their backs 
long ago. I vas never on their backs. If 
ihe hon. rrHrnbcr for Cairus h<-lrl assi~ted Ow 
nuut 011 the land ·with un~<'CUred crodlt. 
,-ilhout any security-as I haYe dmw--hc 
\Youlcl btYe done good scnicc to !.he man 
on thP bnd; and l an1 not si11gular in UHtt 
regard. Any'" PC'f::\Oll engaged -in thn snrne 
indu-strv nr bu.:.in! ss as Invsclf is not ]ike 
the Ag;·icvli.ural Bank or a (~ovPrillD('nt ballk. 
He geL\ no 'lJC·urity for his arl.-ancc". Such 
n1cn h:tve on thPir books Ullsecurcd debit::; 
·of tens of thousands of pounds arhanced to 
_men engaged in prirnar,y product]on. The 
same remarks apply to tl1c country store
keepers throughout Queensland and Aus
tralia. 

Tlw hon. n1en1hPr for Rockha,rlllJion blamed 
t.ho ComnlO!l\vealth Govcrrnncnt for practi
<'ally e\-crything. The hon. lllC'lllbcr sd out 
figurr·s shoi\-ing t.ho export of butter for a 
particular period. \Y o scut overseas all the 
butter \YC could: but no G-overnment in J\ns
tra1ia can rc~""(ulate the price of butter over
seas) ·whL'l'C \Ye are in con1pctition \vith many 
other c.:mntrics of the ,-oriel. \Vc have to 
sol! at world parity. or also we do not get 
a "look in." As t han:- ststc::cl previously, 
tlw more the clair0 ing industry is hampered, 

th,, lcs. will it progress. It may h, !''tiel 
that th" time will come when we will have 
to adopt ~orno such scl1c·mP as i~ in cxjstoncc 
in the sugar industry. Whilst I admire the 
sugar-gTO>Yer~ for whrrt they are doing, 1. 
remind the Committee that some men in that 
industry have pointed out that if they go 
on in the way they are the industry will 
cornn1it f'nicido in a fo'iv Vt)ar.3' tin1c. If 
the sarnc acreage is to lw Cultivated and if 
the sugar conteut of the cane is lncrcast~d, 
Iuore sugar will be produc,Pd alld the ~,ugar 
producers of CJuoenslancl, by ron.::ou o£ lwv~ 
in;; to corupcto on the~ ovcrsca~ rnarket \\ ith 
Cuba "Java. .'tnd other countries, vvi ll uot 
get ~ payable price. \Ve are getting clal' 
gerously close to a non-pay1ng priCL'. It is 
a great pity to have to say that, but .. iho 
lm al con~un1ption i:) not 110arly sufiiclelH 
to absorb the ]Jl"Odnction. Tlw probability 
of our haviug to export 3007 000 tons of sugar 
this year at a. price of £7 or :SZ a ton ·will 
lnfhH'ncc also the price p:tyablc io the sugu,r 
producer here. ThCl report o[ the depart
ment tells us that the proba blc average prico 
for sugar this year ,,,i]j be £17, as against 
£]9 a ton last vcar, and that we unlst reducn 
costs. 1 do n'ut k110W }JOw \VC are going 
to l'l'rh1cc co:;t". 

:\~r. ()' KEEFE: That applies to all inclu,!:rio·'· 

:'dr. C. TA YLOR: It ;, no good burying 
our heads in the sand and ~creaming ouL 
that u1l is well YrhPn it is not! There waD 
a tirne \Yhcn these nwttcr:3 vvcrc 011iy eA 
clO!DC'::;tic ('QDCf'l'H-When \VP had little rer~·nrd 
fOJ~ 'vhat was happening· out~idc our co:_Hl~ 
try; but as the hon. rncn1ber for Cunningh't<n 
ycrv aptlv rernlnrle-d ns: we {?annat SC'ild 

;;;hi1~s ovr>I~~l'as \\-jth _Australian prodnc~ allrl 
GXpcct thorn to con1c back empty, unlt of 
course, "'0 pav double freight. In r-
nationid tradP there is no such thing a:-; onc
Wct,\r traffic. and thC' qnef't.ion is yital tu l~S 
ir1 t}l(' C'OilllllOll\YCalth. 

::\lention Lecn 
try. which thp Ollf' 

exports arc con-ccrnf'd. 

of the wool ;,,r!us
pot eO far as 

~Jr. S?.\REES: It has uo st~1Liti~atioll, 
bounty, or anything c]sc. 

JI.Ir. C. TA YLOR: The wool industry does 
not require the stUllC' stabilis<ltion ?-nd t:Jc!ll1-
he:c> in CPrtnin direetlons }!S other Hldttstn·:-·s. 
bl'can'"-o the rncrino woo] indn:::try of 
Ans1ralia ha.;; .a n1onopoly. 

Mr. Sl'_IHT<ES: And the people re')JoJJsiblc 
for that arc the rnen who built up tho indus
try-Jcot the politician. 

1\Tr. C. T _\ YLOR : It io good ro think 
that we have that monopoly am! that !Jr,,·cden 
aro rc,pon,ible for the n-r0- lino po,ition. 

The hon. member for :\Iirani rcfr'rrc,! to 
a station in tlH~ Peak J)o;"·u~ <-U'<'a -whore 
pro\~ision wa:3 made fo1~ a c, rtain arnount 
of agriculturn to 11roYidc crops for fodder 
purpose:;;, \Yht)n tho Da \\'SOil v· alley schenle 
was started and Uw town of 'rheodore was 
cstttbli hod. I was hopeful that v:o -,youlcl 
haYc a verv fine fodder-producing area Hl 

Queensland." I have been disappointed. If 
it could haYo been established np thPre, 
about 300 or 400 miles from Rockhampton. 
it would have been a ,plt>nclid thing for the 
pastoralists of Central and l'\orthcn; _Qneons
bnrl. U11 to the present our anbc1patwus 
ha,·e not boen fnGlled. I think that some 
srhem0 of fodder conservation in a re as such 
as that woulrl be one of the best insurances 
that we could possibly haYc for lhe wool 
industry. 

ll11·. C. Taylor.] 
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Various grasses have been mentionod--i.ho 
Mitcholl grass, for instance. Men engaged 
in pastoral production tell us of the wonder
ful Yalue of Mitchell grass. I do not believ"' 
there has evc1· boon an organised effort on 
the part of the pastoralists to save one po11nd 
of Mitchell grass seed, and it cannot be 
bought. The seed can be saved, but nothing 
has been done to save it; vet Mitchell grass 
is looked upon as ono of th'o best standbys in 
the pa,toral districts. Efforts should be 
made to eecure supplies of that soed. H 
falls to the ground, and it is evident that 
much of the seed will lose its vita.litv hy 
lying in the ground for a long period. If 
t'he seed was saved and distributed over 
the country there would be a wonderful 
increase in the growth of grass and in the 
different products that would bo raised m 
connection with it. 

The Department of Agriculture costs a 
cousiderable amount of money, but expendi
ture on developmental agriculture in this 
State is money well spent. We aro not, per
haps, so well placed as some of the other 
States in rogard to the things wo grow, 
on account of drought conditions and pests. 
It is, therefore, necessary that all the depart
ments associated with agriculture should be 
maintained at full strength, and all the 
advice possible given to prevent the spread 
of pe,ts and diseases so that people engaged 
in primary production will be able to make 
a fair living. My experience is that 90 per 
cent. of the men on the land are honest, 
hard-working triers. They work hard in 
order to pay their way and provide for 
their wives and families. Market aitd 
drought conditions impede tlwm at every 
step they take; yet they render great services 
to the community. [ think \hat if any 
concesgions or tax reductions are to be made 
they should be given to the men engaged 
in primary production. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns) [3.17 p.m.]: I 
appreciate the value of the sn ~gcstions which 
have been made bv the hon. member for 
\Yindsor with rogar'd to the natural grasses 
in the western portion of the State-for 
instance. the Mitchell grass. Every person 
,,.l1o has .-isited the ·w os tern districts will 
realise tho 'alue of the Mitchell grass in 
that part of the State. It would be wise 
for the Department of Agriculture to set 
aside an area in the \Vest for the cultiva
tion of theco grasses to maturity, and the 
saving of the seed for distribution among 
the holders of lands there. We all admit 
that there is no better grass than the Mit
chell gT, ss. and it is df·'iirable that the State 
should recoYcr some of the economic losses 
which ha ,-e occurred in recent years. 

Varion;< members of th<C Oppo.,ition have 
uttered wonls of nraiso of tlrc nfficials of 
tho denal'tment. Tlw Secretary for Public 
Works' rdorrecl to the hof'. 'member for 
\Vvnnum, and reollod that he had marlo a 
c0~toi" -tatcmont. Some members of th·• 
Oppc,c.it1on, including the hon. IDPrn1Jcr for 
Cook. ru~hcd to thC' a:-sistancc: of t}J 1-:- hon. 
l11C'nllH'J' for \Yvnnurn and d0clarecl that ]H' 
had not m:vlo 'the statement attribnted to 
hln1 conccrnitt£C seUJe-r.~ on the• B8crburntrn 
tohncco l<'ncl. ·They pnsisted in that denial 
nntil the hon. member for Vi'.-nnnm himsdf 
conyincocl tlwm to the r'rmtn;rv lw re·.Jcnt
ing jn this Chnmher tho v:ordS ('0 nnla1ncd 
of. Thn hon. ITH"lnher for \Y rnnun1, who if' 
now in tlw C'barnher, ;dressed. the noint that 
Lhe trouble which at pres011t Pxist~ mnongst 

[!Hr. C. Taylor. 

the tobacco-growers was largely brought 
nbout by legislation introducr•d by the 
Scullin Government when :VIr. Fordc was 
Minister for Trade and Customs. The hon. 
member for vVynmun said that the men on 
the l<Ind and those who contcmphted going 
on to the land wore being· misled by th>1t 
legislation, inasn1uch as they had no. chance 
of Cf11'1'}ing on succcesfully on thou hold: 
iugs. I pointed out in this Chamber last 
year, and will do so again for the benefit of 
lho hon. member for \Vymrum, th<It the 
whole of the trouble does not li0 in t.hat 
legislation and the duties placed upon 
imported leaf by the Scullin Government. 
The hon. member must know, If he has 
mr1de a study of the matter, th:tt many 
people who u,ro on the land m the ""orth 
havo been penalised because of the action 
of the l>Ute Government in a!lo,,-ing certain 
land to be purchased at auction. \Yhen 
t.he Moon> GoYernment were in powci' 
tobacco-growi11g was ·coming to 1naturity in 
the Xorth, and tho Government launched a 
>ery good scheme of settling people on the 
land. They allowed a certain number in 
tho Marecba district to trrke up land at a 
n'rv nomin<Il rental. I think the deposit 
,,,a; about 2s. 6d. 

.:\k. KEXXY: The freehold price w1s 3cL 
per acre. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Onlv about lwo dozen 
people were settl0d on 'the land under that 
Rchctnc, \Yhen the Government for .:::onH' 
reason at present unknown abolished thr> 
'chemc, and people were invited tn come 
from all parts of Queensland, also from 
X ew South \V ales ana Victoria. to compete· 
at a land sale in Cairns. · The re·-ull 
was that men were competing with 
one another for possession of the land. 
and the price at that auction averngecT 
somewhere about £8 per acre. I remember 
in some cases it went as high as £12 pot· 
acre. 

l\fr. KEXNY: That was on the pe1'petual 
leasehold basis. 

Mr. O'KEEFE : If the Scullin Govern-
ment wore wrong in giving the protection 
they did by way of duty, why die! not tht 
late Government in Queensland allow It to 
ho known that there would lw compriitio<I 
for the land at Cairns? The renson they 
did not do so w<Is that thev desired lo assist 
certain people who held 'fret' hold land i1r 
the northeni portion of the State. There 
is uot the slightest doubt about that. It 
was the fictitious Y<Ilue of the land which 
brought about the trouble 01at exist~ on 
rna.ny of those holdings, and the cause \Ya~ 
well known to the hon. member for Cook. 
If the people who took up that land under 
thn original ~cherne of the ·GoYPrnin<'nt at a 
\'cry low price could not succeed. l10w can 
we C'Cpect men to get on who bad to pay up 
to £8 an acre for their land • 

)fr. KEX"lY: ReducG their values. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: It is no use saying 
" reduce their Yalues." These men are on 
tlw land and >Ye have to look after them. 
If it was dishonest on the part of the Scullin 
GoYc~rnment to give protection to the gro1.vcrs 
bv means of customs duty, It v:a:; just as 
dishonest on the part of the late Queens
land Government to allow those people to 
competo against one a11othcr for pos•;e2s~nn 
of tlJC land on lhe orr:tsion of that auctiOn 
r:tle at Cairns. There wore hundreds of 
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:thousands of acres of similar land unoccu
pied in ='Jorth Queensland, and there. was 
no reason whv a fictitious value should have 
been established under the auction system 
under \vhich th<·se lands were sold. The 
land was over-capitalised from the start. 
\Vhat has the hon. member for vVynnum to 
sav to that'! Is is serio•1slv contended that 
the man on the land should be left to his 
•0\Yn devices? If the Department of Agri
-culture were closed to-morrow there woclld 
be an outcry from all the people on i he 
land within a periocl of six months. Th''.v 
\Yould be ruined without the assistance of 
the department. I agree with the hon. 
mcmhcr for \Vynnum that only a certain 
amount of assistance should be extend8<i to 
the sdtlcrs hy the GoYcrnmont, and that 
the settler,; should do '·Onwthing for them
selYcfi. The Agl'icu1tnra l Rank has n:;,JisteU 
the settlers to a very large extent, but in 
mauy cases the settlcr.:l ,,-ere not prepared to 
as,';ist tllf·rnsch-cs. That occurred in some 
case., in North Queensland. The Agricul
tura I Do, n k has certainly played the game, 
but it ho.s not achieved thA results that 
shonlcl ha\'e accrued from it. 

Last night -.; e had the sorry spectacle of 
thP h,m. member for \\"c-1. J\Torcton advo
ca!ing- tlwt the GoYernmcnt should not be 
:"O adiye in {'all1ng upon thoir inspectors to 
-conden:n disoased potatoes conveyed to tho 
markets for sale. Ile "ould ha vo the people 
of Queensland believe that no matter how 
disea·.ed the crop might be it should be 
offer( tl for ~ale for htunan row:;u1nption. 
Can <tnYthitH!.' be ,,·orsc than an hon. rnornber 
ach-ocatinc; that the people of Queensland 
:•honlcl bo allowed to cat diseased potatoes? 
[s the rlr~purhnPnt :not doing an excellent 
:-:.orYice in lu•eping our various crops free 
frmn di~:;casc? I doubt \Yhether there is 
anv ot1Jcr conntrv in the \Yorh1 ,-.;-ith so 
nnlch in:-:cct life aS Au_tralia, and it i_~ well 
kno·,yn that insect, life n10an-, bacterial or 
parasitieal infection of anin1als and crops. 
'1 here feTe, \Ye mu~-t ha Ye an arwy of scien
f.iflc IYOl'kCl'S conf'tantly engaged in cotnbat
ing the dc]Jrecbtion of these insects. I am 
slnd to ]mow that some hon. members oppo
-,ite do not agree t.hat we :;;honld slacken 
in our efforts ]n this direction. and I regret 
that the hon. member for \Vest Morcton 
should suggest that the GoYernment should 
not condemn the cliseascd potatoes that arc 
grown in this State. 

The money expended by the Agricultural 
Bank is money well spent. I ;.vould remind 
hon. members who con'plain that the Go
Yernnlcnt int.rrfe1·e \vith the n1an on t.hc 
land tlwt the,,· annroach Y<n~iou·" }Iinist.cr:) 
IYith a viP\ fo s.cl'ntino: bPnPfits for those 
indi\·idnals v .. ·lih whorn 'it is contended the 
GoYernnwnt arc interfering. I {'Ongratnlate 
tlw Minister for the splendid 'xork thnt he 
is carrying out. I am satisfced that he is 
proceeding~ on the right lines. Does the 
hon. member for vVynnum suggest that the 
Minister shonld not haye interfered to 
remedy thc1 position of the wheatgrowers, 
as it existed when he assumed office? The 
department is doing good work. Ma:: it long 
continue to do good work ! 

The Leade1· of the Opposition has offered 
the opinion that the fat lamb industry might 
be deYeloped \vith advantage in this State. 
A sufficient area of land is available, and 
given suitable climatic conditions this coun
trv bids fair to compete succossfullv with 
the J'\ew Zealand product. But we have to 
bear in mind that if the farmers arc going 

to demand that they be allowed to develop 
tlw industry in their own way by introduc
ing into their herds the tvpe of boast that 
they consider to be the correct type it will 
he impo·,sible for this country to exploit the 
1na rkets of the wor lci. 

::Vlr. SPARKES: Don't you think that a 
grazic~r knows best \vbut V cattle tu stol'k his 
country with'? 

1lr. O'I(EEFE: ).To. he rnust get ach·ice. 
~\Ir. SPARKES: llo\v i~ it that our wool 

industry is the best in the world? 

::VIr. O'KEEF.E: I dare sn ,- tl1at the de
partment has had a big say ;n iho devclop
rnc'nt of that industry. 

Mr. SeRKES: \Vhat, the wool industry? 

::\Ir. O'E.::EEFE: Y0s. Scjcntiftc rncn haY..} 
lH::>cn cngag('d by tho clcpartmcHt, to cmnbat 
the varjous diseases in ~hN~p. The 1no1ncnt 
v;c discard our t~xpert aJvicc Vl··ill find 
our-seln_s unable to cmnnet) jll 1narkel ~ 
of the world. SonH~ 'people Pngag~·d in 
tobacco-growing bclicYe they ('all carry on 
the industry without the advice of e':pert '• 
lmt \Yithout their aid they \Vill not !JI'Occocl 
n'n- far. I heard tho hon. member for 
CoOk sa;~ last. sc..--;ic n or earlv this s~Ion 
that a · cNhtin ox1lort emplo.'. ed by !he 
cleparhncnt shou]d not be holding }ns 
position. 

:11t-. KESXY: Quit<> right. and I repeat it. 
IIi" cYillcnrc in ::\'ol·ih {~·uccn,sland pro'\E'S it. 

~Ir. ()'IC~EFE: The J~on. rnernber is not 
a judge of tlte qualifiratinns of that gcutle
llt<LtJ. lf W(' ;-Jttc1npt to carry on our varion~ 
iudu~tri0s witltout the aid of P:XpC'rts \Yho 
h.•yc ~tudicd pla11t life and disease~ -..ye can-
not ~uccl ":'ful]~· de\'C1op thorn. The hnn. 
lnorn1wr for \Yest ::11orcton that 
tlu~ ~\lini~ter ~~hould a11ovv 
to Q'O 011 i:h;• nHnket. If 
on' along tho."'c lines ho\Y ·will our exporl~ 
O\Tl'SCt~ fare'? Onr ·.~11 
H~fusc tu purC'ha::;r'. TLP 
hest. ancl nnlc~s \\'C 

f rmn Qnccu:"'la nd to w~ 
shall not be able to dispose' of our 
produrc. 

~CLe hon. lllL'rnLcr for n1adr: a 
Y(·~·y fine ~r:ccch and was point ont 
tbat the delHll'iment ,;;-as doi11g B·o~d 
work. ~o rrwttc!' \\hat political ~s 1n 
po~.,·cr the dl~parhTW'lt ha~ done work. 
That is its duty. and I hope it contin11e 
the good IYOrk for ~. lrirh jt is faHircl. 
yari~ns ofJ-icc!'s of t.l1c: dopurhncnt are 
cf cur congratulations. 

:'vir. RCSSELL (Hamilton) r3.33 p.n1.l: 
Scycral irnportant rnattors haYe crop;H'd up 
in t1H' c1PlJatP to 'l·hich I would like to reft.'r, 
altl1oucrh I arn a citv n1f'mbcr and cannot 
spc;dc 

0

0n beh~lf of £he prirnary nrodncer" 
<JS can hon. Inon1Lcrs who reprr";;ent c:onntr · 
0loctomtcs. l rC'CDtrnise that the welfare of 
Quec•nsland is bounCl up in the SUC'tT.::~ oF ou ~· 
rural popnlation, nml th" of 
Qucenshtncl muc't to a ycry 
d{'pPnd on thr~ snce('3-S of that 
population PllgRgcd in agricultural pur:-;ults. 

The rcpoc·t of the dop;ll'tmPnt p:ivcs a 
detailed account of the actiYi6es tllflJ ar2 
eontmlled bv the Ministc r. \Ye arc 
ing for an ·expenditure of £114.126 fot 
npln cp of this great dcpartnlent. I ant not 
ca\·illing at that expenditure. but W<' C( 1'

tainlv expect from the expenrlitnrc of this 
money that great good will result to those 

Mr. Rus,scll.J 
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seC't.ions of our population engaged in agrL
cultural pursuits. The principle expenditure 
j:-; the Chivf Office vote. \Yhich arnou1ns to 
£59.019. The Chief Office embraces most of 
the ~Pxperts. Qucensla11d, owing to her p~Jsi
tion, requires a good deal uf expert adviC('. 
\\'o are the outpost Df Australia. and tl.o 
State which is culled upon to comb1et pests 
frorn .L\siatic countries. I11 order to prcscr\TO 
many of our primary industric•s wo naturally 
lllUSt spe11d a good d0al of rnoucy to lJrcvcnt 
1 he introduction Df pests. \\'hilo """ do not 
begrudge thi~ expenditure, \VC Pxpcct great 
rFsults. The report of the department deals 
with n1anv subjects anJ I prol~O:'e to deal 
briefly -y,·{th th'~ ir~nJortant qu('stions upon 
whl('h~ it touches. ~ 

Fil'st, I am afraid that YNy little r<gartl 
has been gin~n to the irnvroYernent of our 
pasture,. V>'c have Geon quite conteut for 
rnany years to carry on production and 
denude otu· pastures, 0ith('r through the fe·cd~ 
ing of stock m by the policy of e!oscr ,ettle 
Incnt. These practiecs mu~t hayo in1-
po,~crishcd our pasture3. This is a matter 
to which a great deal more attention should 
be gi van. Smnc tirue ago the Council of 
Agriculture Yoted a s111all sum of rnoney 
for the improvement of paoitun•s. In 
Qnccushnd we are fortunately bleoscd with a 
good deal of natural pastures which arc not 
found in colder clirnates, but there is no 
doubt that in the last few years the pastures 
d~.·terioratcd, owing to intense grazing by 
sheep and cattle. The matter is referred to 
at page 10 of the report of th,, Department 
of Agriculture and Stock, as follow·':-

" Pasture irriiH'OYE'n)C'nt is beconring 
more generally accepted as an essential 
in succes'3ful dairying practice. Farn1ers 
arc realising that grass. both indigenous 
and introduced. is the best and cheapest 
food for the milking cow. In Queensland 
up to 80 per cent. of the food consumed 
b~· dail'y cattle consists of grass. The 
importance of grassland n1anagcruent in 
our rural pconon1v is, therefore, stressed 
co11siantly by the>, department." 

That is not snfficient to meet our present 
11ecds. Dairy farmers and pa~t.ora lists state 
that pastures haYe detf~rioratf'rl in Queens
lancl and that no attenmt has bPon made to 
r<'storo thorn to the co,;dition thev were in 
hvcnty or thirty years ago. ~ 

On the same pag0 of that rr'JlOrt appear 
t\YO pnragraphs which to n1v mind arc cruite 
coulucliciory. In the first place it is stated-

" According to ndvlces. the British 
prefer white pigs, that are 

to better aclnwtagc and 
nta,lnt-ain that 'bloon1' thr1t purveyors 
look for "~hen purchasing· stocks. This 
preference of the British pork trade has 
~C'd to th0 dcvclopn1C'nt of a sclJcin0 for 
nHtkinp: available to fal'llHT:-\ 011 ea~y 
iPrn1s of purchase stud boars (Largo 
\Yhitcs principally) for mating with 
sdcctr'cl su'Y . and for adeqnatoly wpp]y~ 
ing' tlH• rcc1niremPnts of the pxport 11ork 
tmdc." 

Tl10 JH'\:t panurrnph states---
" 0Yl1 r.~f'af' shiprr1cnts of bacon nnd 

1HUlJ.;, are incrca<:.in~ in yolurno; British, 
:1Jnl,;y~n, and E'~..;t Indian 1narkcts 

tho~e it is ui:11Pd to con
. Tlw quality of these 

product, i corn pares fa Youra bl)-' 
\vith ~in1ilar r·ouu:noditics rnannfactarcd 
C'l;;r".dJCTP In a::lnlud con1pPtitions with 

[Mr. R1csssll. 

the production of other States, Queens
!rtnd bacon and hams are i1wariably well 
placed in a ward lists. and often attain 
the premier position." 

A good deal Df nonsense is talked about the 
white pig; but achices from Great Brrtam 
show that shipments of Quceus!and por!<= are 
considered cr1ual in quality to that wh1ch IS 
proclncccl in any other prn·t of the world. 
As is \roll known, tho bulk of our p•g 
products cornc fron1 our present breeds ?f 
pig.', and although I am not an expert Ill 
the matter. I know that they are not the 
products of ,,.hite pigs. I cannot under:· 
stand all this highfalutin' nonsense talkea 
about white pigs in Queensland, and I con~ 
sider that the anthor of these two para· 
~ra uhs should be taken to task and shm• n 
t'lJ<rf his rPference to whjte pig~ as against 
other clacces of pigs is nonsensical and ill~ 

. founded. 

A paragraph at page 11 refers to '~picul
t.urc'. People engaged in Queensland 1n the 
cultivation of honey haYe had a lean t1mo, 
because the industry is able to produce more 
honey th::m can be consumed locally. An 
enormous market fol' honey and honey pro
ducts exists abroad. but. unfortunately, the 
department has paid very little. att,•ntion to 
the rf\quirornpnb of Great Bntam. m th1s 
respe-ct. Son1e years ag_o. ~ .made 1nquirH".:: 
in Britain a·' to the pose1b1ht1es of the trade 
in Queensland honey. I am satisfied no better 
lloney is produced in the world than that 
produced on the Darling Do.wns. In London 
f had the OjlpOrtumty of rn;pectrng honety 
product'· from all parts of tne w_orld, bn .. 
strange to say, tho honey procluc:d m Queen~~ 
land-which we consider par excellence-Is 
not considered as good as the honey impor.tecl 
to London from countries like Cuba, J arna1ca, 
ancl :Mediterranean countries, where honey is 
t.he product of specially grown flowers. The 
honov~gro,vers in those countries that hen e 
those' flowers on their farms produce honey 
of a very fino quality, very sweet '"hen. coni~ 
pared "~ith our honey. The colour JS no 
lwt.tN, but the popular hste on the other 
side of the world demands a Yery swPet 
honev. IV e are not producing honey of that 
kind~ I think that with our genial climatE\ 
which mmt tend to the production of a honey 
at a vorv low cost, more attention should be 
paid to 'this indnstry. I believe that if we 
WPre to study the palate of t.ho people on 
the other side of the world, "~here vast 
~uantitics of honey are consumed. wo cDnld 
do n great deal morL' for our ap1cultunst~. 
in Queensland. 

One item in the report by which I wa> 
intrigued is the pas"age relating to the 
protection of our nat.ivc flora and fauna~ 
[ do not think Quee1J'land has anv adva.n
tages over othN· States of the Common
wealth in regard to the possession of a vast 
quantity of natin flora. I do not th1nk our 
arPas are to he cmnparrd In that regard 
with those of a Sla.te like \Vcctcrn .AnstraFa: 
ncYrrthcleq,s, we hase in Qucr:-r:~lan:l sotnc 
Yen- fine native flo\vcrs, and 1t H Yf'r;;· 
galling to think tlHtt the boantie.s of our 
land:-:;ctpc and the qnB;lity of our natiV£1-
flolvPrs arc not tUP11n'Ciatccl . b~' 

1 
a greater 

number of people. I e.m afraHl Ltat a good 
deal of vandalisn1 has bc0n induhred in. and 
the GoYcrnment ~hould tnkc artiYe stepA to 
~.('C that our natiYc flora in iho n•srr\·es con
trolled h-., the Go,~crnJnent .rtl'(' jil'l'~<'rv'ed 
for all tinrc. I have f:.C'C'IJ ou Ul. ~t,t·ayc:ds 
\Yanton rlcdruction of sOllH' of our lwautiful 
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wild flo\H~rs. Tllis i~ a n1atter "'hich has 
Lecn ul'glected b", all l~oYernn1ents, Lecause 
it is not an acti\'ity in \Yhich there is any 
cou1rncrcial return, but sorne Illl'Lhod should 
be adopted to preserve the beautiful native 
flowr>ro which we undoclbtc•clly JlOScoss. 

Mr. \VALKER: \Ye have the legislative 
powt:r. 

Mr. HUSSELL: \Ye have the [JOWer, but 
[ aru afraid that nothing has Lcen done to 
uso it. There is nothing more beautiful ia 
Southera Queenoland than the Christmas 
Bells, hut 0 ear after year there is wanton 
destruction of these beautiful blm-sorns. The 
blosmms might be allowed to be taken, but 
some steps should bo taken to counteract 
the tendency to destroy the plants them
~elYeF. A great n1any people are not con
heut to pick the flower., but de-ll·oy the 
plants, too. In years to come \Ve rnay be 
1·ery sorry we did not take better care to 
preserve the native flora of the State. 

'l'ho same remarks apply to our natiyc 
.fauna. \.Ye see year after year a gre,1t 
decrease in the wild animals of Queensland. 
The report states that step.' han-' been taken 
in one p<el't of Queensland to recommence the 
growth of opo;:.;;;urns. It seerns a terriblt• 
{'Oiliillellt ary UIJOll US as tlll~ inheritor~ of thi::; 
great conutry that we should bo colupellcd to 
replace the8e lo::st anirnals vvith new f;tock 
from other parts of Queensland. I know 
that a prPYlOUS Govcrurncut. in order to 
Lobter ll]l its rcn·mw. perrnitted the whole
::,ale ~laughter of opossurns and native bears. 
That W<lS a tragedy and a great blot on 
tlw Adrniaistration of the State. and I trust 
that this Government will s<•c that these 
native anirnals, which arc not procurable in 
any other part of the ,;-ode!. will be pre
served for all time. 

I was very interested in one pojnt raist..·d 
by the hon. member for Ccmningham-that 
was the payment of the v.-hcat bounty allotted 
1 o Quecmilund under the iinaucial r(•lief 
l~gislation. The hun. nll'mber st:.teL! that in 
his O}linion certain wheat fannf~rs had been 
penali Cl1. Section 28 of ·• Thp Financial 
En1ergcl1cy _R_-.licf Ext.:;n;:.;ion Act of ~S32/' 

fur a~ it l'l'latc:-: to Wh('a1-grO\Ver:-:, lJfOYides 
moaeys p<lid to a Stale shall be applied 

l1v the Stotc for the lH'I'efit aucl assi,tance 
of vvhcatgrower:3 by~ 

" (rt) I{Pducing the {'c,st. of prolluct}on 
of whc tt (incluclillg- i lle cooi· of transport 
and marketing); and 

"(/J) Providing for the Leeds of in
di..-idual \>'llCatgTOl."."er~, but. not upon tlw 
basis of the qllantity of whe~t produced 
by in(:iYidual wh>.:-atgrov; r:rs." 

\YheatgrO\.VOl'fl know that a proposition was 
l!Jadn by Fedl'ral GoY•..'rillllPnt that a 
:-:.um of OYer ~hould be naid to thern-
£25.0C0 on Cl,dti\·atcd ancl 
£15,744 to as had failed 
to prodnec The proposition 
\Ya-; State G-uYcrnmcnt. 
It was that the Qnecu'io.ncl 

not carried out that agrce
n 1Cll1-, and ( 'onnnonv\T"llth Go\.('l'lllnent 
agre·•d to a rnodif1ration of the two arnounis 
of the· gTf:Ult, rrhc hon. Inernl,Jer for Cun
nlngl-,arn asked a que2tion la~t '\Yock and 
,. a:; infonncd that of the a1nount granted 
£26.900 had benn allocated to the payment 
of honnt:-, and £13.843 to individual whcat
growc·r.3. Tl1o CouHnon\H'aJth GoYenunent 
raised i he question of the correctne" of 
lh.tt action. and t]Je CollmJOnwealth Solicitor
General expres,ed the opinion that the 

Queensland Government had acted within 
thcrr nghts in the distribution. 'That does 
not overcome the fact that somebody blun
dered, that too much was paid to those 
g-rowers who had good crops and too little 
to tho -e who had no crops at all. It rs qll!te 
clear that the distribution was not made 
"s was intended by the Federal Government. 
Theec has been some alteration, and I would 
like to know if the Governrnent can produce 
anv communication from the Federal Go
vernment conscating to t.ho alteration of the 
Lusi8 of allocatiou that was agreed upon
that £15.744 should be distributed amollg 
Hoces:;itot{s fanners who had not produced 
any crop at all. 'l'hese people should have 
received payment equo.l to 6s. 4d. an acre, 
bnt all they received was 2s. 2d. an acre. 
eo they haYo been short paid to the extent 
of 4s. 2cl. an acre. I have been in formed 
that growers \Yho had good crops-:-.ome 
as high as 30 bushels to the acre-received 
from the bonus grant Ss. 3d. an acre in 
addition to the amount thev receiYed for 
their crop. I understand tl1e grant made 
hy the \Vheat Board was equal to 3d. per 
btcshel on the wheat delivered. I think 
the board made the mistake of paying- too 
hq!·c an an1ount to some growPrs, while sOllH' 
gJ·o-,\·ers 'vho had no wheat at all receiycd 
only 2s. 2d. an acre, contrary to the agrec
tnont. One man planted an area of 3G<J 
acTos. but did not r·eap anything. Ilc 
rccei,-ecl 2s. 2d. an acre or about £32 in 
all, against the man who hac! a good crop 
cf 30 odd bu.shcls to the acre and was paid 
:J~. 2d. uu acre in addition t.o its price. 
The m·iginal propo:)al has been altered, and 
the Fcdoro.l Go.-ernment wore ignorant of 
the alteration. That can be seen bv tlu. 
correspondence which pr:ssod betwePii the 
State and the Commonwealth. I would like 
to know wlT"· tl1e alteration "\Yas 1nade. The 
Fccleral Go~crmncnt did not know that there 
had boPn an~v infringAmC'nt of the agrc-C'
ll<enic--whiclr is shown by the fuct that ih" 
Solicitor-Gon('ral \Vas c.ollsnltcd anc1 l1Pld 
that the Queensland GoY('rtnnent vvcre 'Sitl1it1 
their rights in 111aking the alteration. It 
appears to n1e that :1 great injusti{?e 1!a, 
ht f'n done to the nf'ce~8itous farmers \\ ho 
il!c1uded rnen lJroclucjng- fron1 4 bushds to 

who reaped nothing ut all; and 
the arraugr1nont lnH1er v;h1ch they 

\ll'rc lo reccin· £15.000 odd, the;~' wore 
ehort-pKid to thr: extent of m·er £2,000. The 
Qneellslarul GoYerrunent. should make that 
ntone;"~ a....-ailablo for pu:nnent to the~:~ rwop1c. 
It f.Cflll~ tlJat son1o blunder has been mGde 
eit hel' lw the Govcnmwnt o1· tlw "\Vhc::tt 
Board. V It is useless for the GoYcrnrncut 
lo .-hc•ltc<· them·-eh bPhiml the board. .-\ 
grayr lnjnst1ce }ws donf'. an(1 tlle £2.01Y) 
of \dii('h these nwn bn;;-o been depriYL·d 
shonld lJ' rnade p;ood. I make this f-lug-g~ "tion 
to the GoYC'nnnent in tlH~ hone that the 
wrong; ',' ;11 be righted. Tt is J~idiC'u1ous tn 
suggrst that t1H'SC niC'll ha....-e bcC'n an1pl;."' 
cornn~ns ,ted Lv pa·vment of 2-.. 2d. nn 
aCJ'(; for their · lal1d .... ....-hen othrrs \Yho 
bad splenc11c1 cl·ops rPcciYPd 8;-;. 3d. an a('rP 
ns 1ve1l as paym0i1t for UH~ir whe1..t. I think 
tho.t is a eeancblous thing and should be 
rmnediod. 

Tl1c df'partmcnt. gcnera1ly i~ faced "·ith 
\~Pry f.'TPat problcn1s in production and 
nwrkcbng lnattPrs generally. It has g"rcaJ) 
t"sks before it. I hope that the experts a,·c 
aliv0 t:"> thP situation. and recognise that in 
all qnartcrs of the globe we nro up ng-a.in:'.t 
restrictions against the eutry of our products 

ll!r. Busscll.J 
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aud ag·~ji>t hostile LtriiL. Th~ fulu!·• r;f 
our ng:~·i('~llLural a1:d kilichcCl industries is srJ 

gntYe chat it demauds the fwst brains if y;p 

are to sn!yc our problcuB. Only to-day W'.-5 

lcal'll that there Is a clernand in t; reat 
Britain for a rcstrictiou on th() in1port nf 
our dairy products into that country. \Ve 
look upon G1_·cat Britain as an illirnjtablc 
nwrkct fo1· our buttf'r, c::ec-.se. ani other lH'O
duct..;. but the ag1tation j11 tl1at country on 
b~:half cf the~ Ir](al producc~rs is ~o stron(":· 
that befort1 lo11g· the d::Liry farnH'rs nf Gt'-'<tt 
Britai u ·.:ill dcru.·· nd tl11 t fLl rt.ltcr rPstricLion:: 
be in1posr>cl on the irnport of our dairy pro
dnct·:.. 11 wil! rnc'an that ]n::;tcad of the 
dairy farmers being ub1e to produc_: in 
great·T quantitirs, fot· \Vhich \Ve arc a~lt~JtiHt.;' 
to-rl>L,-, thev nmst face the situn.tion that the• 
tirne 'is not- far djstar!t \YlH-~n they n1u< res Jl'~ 
to other rnal'l~ots for th;: dii'-po:;itioll of their 
product~. To-dny there :-:;ceros to bo nu 
rnark'- t that offer-, the sarne possibilities us 
Ureat. Britain. ..:-\ good deal of nonsense i.
talked about the Ea•tern trade. 

The SECHETARY FOR Ar+niC1:LT1;RE: Hear. 
hear ! A good deal of nonseuse. 

.:\.1r. RCSSELL: I s<•c no po.'sibi1ity of 
being able to export to the Eao:,t a snffici(-:nt 
quantity of our products to 111akl' ~1ny 
rnateria.I eff('ct on the surplus that we might 
ha Ye in this couutry, 

The SECRETIHY FOR AGRLCULTl:RE: \Ye 
·would hay( to Cin·isti, ... nise the Ea'-'tcru 
pcop:c first. 

:\h. R l~SSELL: \Ye < annot cxnect the 
pc•oplo of tho East. ''it h tho;r lcw purchasing 
povvPr as expressed in _\tBtralian curL"Cn('y_ 
to be ahlc to lmy "\ustralian dait·y product, 
11roducPtl HJHler our condition~ of lahonr. 
Our cosh are so high and the pqrchac;;.j· g 
power of the people of thu East is »· lo ; 
ihat it is inlpos::-:iblc for then1 to ab~orb any 
quantity of our dairy pi·oducts at prices 
that will pay us. \Ve must ;ook for wau:-
\ cars to eo no to Grnrrt Britain for the 
ah"'orption of our produ\.:t.~. hut 1f further 
l'(~strictlons arP to l.Jc irnposed b:T GrPat 
Britain then all I can my is that tbe pro•
ywcts of ou1· dair:.T indu try will l' • glomii~
in the extrcn1c. 

The d('p::ntmcnt has i·he ~upport of e-.;ery 
sc-('tiJn of the cmnn1u::ity. It i."' cha1·gpd 
\vith a great \\-ork and \":'P look fon\·ard to 
the C'<perts C'n~aged tu;dcr tho a0gis of tl1" 
Sc('r0tary for Agricu1turP to ~o!vc rnany of 
the pre<;:~ing problems that coufron1. u:~. 

Jl.'r. LLE\YELYN (Toozroomlm) [3.53 
Ji.llt."]: I join \vilh ether hon. Incrr_l~eTs in 
paying- n1y tribute to the in1porta1wc of t.ho 
Drrmrtmcnt of Agriculture. A great ·<lPal 
ha h( en :"<-lid during this de, bate a bont th<..• 

of tho '' hcat.-gTO\Ying indu~f.ry. 
but boforo lHOrcf'rling to dPtd With that 
JnattPr I ' 11onld like to cxpres-: th0 hor·e 
ihai 110 arrang·crnPnt will be made in connr"~ 
tion with an Eu~t0rn tl'n.de which will eonlpP1 
tbi . .:; cJnntr,v to purchase rnanufactur0d goods 
frorn .Jann.n undf't n rPciprocal a~,:recnlPnt. 
Thn ,hndard. of !1Yli!g in .Japan an· fnt· 
anrl 81-·ay hclo\Y our 0\'.'11. nnrl jt '-V-.t,\cl l,c 

.sl!ort of a C(dnn1itv if a tradr:_~ 
aeting 011 lJC'ha1,( of 0uc"ns1an(1 

io arccpt E~stern nwnnfacb.trPd goods 
111 r;:turn for Queensland pr1rnary pr·oduct·. 

I han! been Yerv n1nrh ronccrncd a bo·-1.t 
th<> cor.t'.~mplatrd , actiou of the Federo l 
(.iovernmcut to itnposc a ~nJes tax on flour. 
The matter h'J" ag"itated the minds of mo.<l 
peoplo tluoughout the Commonwealth aJ<.l 

[ J.ir. Russell. 

l eau :nl-- mrprcss the hope t.lwt the ta'C 
r, ill not lJC-' irnposcU. rrhe consu~ncrs of bread 
in ~\uf'tralia are pa:;-·ing- ful: Yaluc for thPir 
JlUrclw"''· I 'hould like to ndd that the· 
~~·hr_>at industry is dc"'ervilig of tLo n1o;;f: 
.. -,,r!ou~ and the Illost- careful COlhlderation 
ut tlH.• hands of anv Goverrnnont. The indus· 
tr, 111 Que('ll:-'lan(! is beset by n1any diH-i~ 
c:_diic• . ..;;. ]Htrticularlv in vio"\v of the rcco1'd 
ct·on rhat is ia anti'cinati( !1. Our mrllers are 
con;pcting \vith flou; gristod in ~c·w ")outh 
\Yale' and Victoria. l:ntil quite r<'{'Cntly
the etaffs of the local flour mills WHe work
itlg 1hr<'C' ~hift.; continuou~ly, ancl iatf'l' tJle 
opL'tation~ vverc reduced to t\YO shifts, whrle
l'"CC'ntl:; tb<: mil:s have teen cn1ploy1ng their 
staffs fo,· ono shift only. That lS attnbutablo 
l ,) ti;r fnct. 1l1at a good df _d of Southern 
flour i:-:; cc:n:Jing illto Quel·n~land. The posl
tiou ]~-; ,;;,·ricu:;; cJ:ough to \Yarrant the- 1nost 
La!'JJP~:t considct·ation of tlic Gon~rlnnent. 

1\!r. \YALKEH: \Yhat would you suggest in 
a case 1 ikr that 'I 

::t,Ir. LLE\YELYN: J<:,-ery hoJC. member 
;;hould h" able to rnake n suggesticu \VOrthy
of consid)2ration. A ta·z IeYiP.d on all flour 
Q,risicd in ~-lustnt~ia and in1po::-:ecl equally in 
;ill the Statts will not r<'llJOYO guy of our 
clil!icuH it'S. \Ye shall still be fact'cl with tl"' 
com]Jrtition of flour gri;Jtcd in :XcYv Sou!h 
\Y ales which, bY Yirtue of the chca11 ra-Il
'" ,ly frcit)n:.:., is itble to cornr~ ?Yer our bo1·der 
and snccc"fully . compete wtth the locally 
rnaJJHfactured ari..Icle. 

l\lr. \Y,\LKl:n: \Yhy don't ,-ou take the· 
action the la.:3t Go\·crnrncnt took? 

Mr. LLEiYELYJ\"": The last Gon-rnmcnt 
bcr:elitcd by the Sugar Acqu~~ition Act, but 
the decieion of the High Court doc•s not 
rnab~c: tho GovcrnnH'nt to take adYrtl;.tagc of 
its provisions. I euggc;st that the ::.Iinistcr 
for ·Transpori take into consideration .:1.. reduc
tion in railway freights on flour. If railway 
freights on flour gristed in this State were· 
reduced £1 or 30s., or even £2 a ton we 
would be able to competr, on much more 
fayonrablc terms with !he Southern com
moditv and at the same time p-iv' more 
equity. and considcralion to both the wheat
grower and consuincr. 

~Ir. ?-JBIMO ( Oxh !I) [ 4.4 p.rn.] : I take 
this opportunity of complimcnting the dr;part
nwnt on its wonderful report. It is brim
ful of information, and ehould do much good. 
.. i.n astonishing range of subjccb is brought 
before the attention of the Committree. We 
recognise that the Minister po3Sc-s''' a fair 
amount of theoretical knm.-lcclge, but I hope 
that fact will not load him to intr;rferc 
undulv with officers of his department. He 
must ~remember that his know ledge is only 
theoretical, and that he has under him prac
~ical men who haYe don_ g·ood \York for the 
agricnlturists in thiB State. Those rncn. 
should be allowed to function along prac
tical lines because BXplrts should be unfet
tered in the discharge of their dutieo. 

T!H' 1\1in1~tcr i.~ rnaking a gTC<lt 1nistako 
in interfering in tho pig indu.-~t.ry and by 
irnpo.'5ing taxation on the sruall primary 
producer. There is an outcry iu rny elec
torate ;tgaiust the bnll tax and similar 
imposts sjucc this GoYerrnnent took office. 

The egg pool is rccoiYiug a mixec1 ncPp
tion amongst egg producers. rr~hat is berau~e 
there is too much secrecy alto get her with 
regard to its operations. Some of !he egg 
producers in my electorate say tlwy have 
no objection to the pool, but object to the 
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lack of information concerning its operations. 
They arc compelled to pay a lDYy of l~d. 
per dozen on all eggs marketed. This fund 
has been gradually growing, and the last 
information I receiYed was that it \\as in 
credit to the extent of £24.600. \Yhcn is this 
n1oney to be distributed a1nong the ~np}:lit>rs ?. 
For some inexplicable reason the mcctmg of 
the SUJJplicrs. \Yhieh is usttitll"· held iu 1\lay, 
was not held until after E'-:hibition timL'. 
Furthermore, no notification of the meoting
\.Vas sc1t to suppliers) ~on18 of 1\hom arc 
Yery w:i.'oth. Unc~ supplier y,-('nt so ftn as to 
say that the \vhole opcraiions cf the lJoard 
w~l'C ~Secret and fid1v. Snch conduct yaill uot 
inspire confidence, ;,nd I strongly urge th!it 
-every consideration be shown to supplie:·s. 

.Another rnattcr of vvhich suppliers are 
cornpl<1ining is tho riso in tho price of bran, 
and that recalls to my mind the following 
paragra}lh \vhich appeared nndcr . t5tart
ling hcadliucs in very largo type In the 
.. Daily Standard" of Friday, 1st July, 
1932:-

·'F. \Y. Bur.corK's STAilTLING 
REYELATIONS. 

" Rl"'llLESS EXPLOITATION UNDER ~IOORE 

REGDIE. 

"Producers and Consumers alike Suffrr. 
"Abattoir and Flour Ramp. 

" Startling rcYelat.ions Df how the 
::\Ioore Gove~rnmcnt had allowed primary 
producers to be exploited, while at the 
~amo tirnc raising ihe prices of e''sential 
couinloditiPs to the producers, were 
made by the ::\Iiuistcr for Agriculture. 
:\[r. F. \V. Dulcock. in a speech at 
::'II,·rtletown last night in support of the 
candidature of Mr. A. J. Joncs.'' 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'cLTURE: \Vhat 
·wpre those startling revelations? 

::\Ir. XI::\BJO: That von said that the 
I\.1oore GovcTnn1cnt were fleecing tlw prin1ary 
producer,;; and charging the public too rnuch 
for their bread. 

The CJL\IRl\lA:\': Or<lcr! 

::\Ir. NT:\IMO: Since you ha>:e be, ome a 
1Iinl~tcr tho po-1sibility ~:s that the rc.;;ponsi
hili(, of office is stca·dyi11g yuu up. 

ThP ClLURl\U.~: Order! The hon. 
mc·mbcr 1.mst address the Chair. 

l\lr. ~1:'.11\10: The ::\Iinist 'l' mad2 thc0 

\\·;,, 
Flou1· 

and I strongly object to them 
of \Yhot !tas happened sub,e

the follo\~;·lng figures v.·ill 
CC'U1paratiYP prices on the dates 

.I1m', 1932. 
£ s. d. 
0 4 2L 

2 

11 12 0 

:'\o\· .. 1933 . 
£ s. rl. 
0 3 1' 2 

8 15 0 
l'oilcrnl 6 10 0 6 0 0 
Dran 5 10 0 5 15 0 

friu•:-;' ~dlO\\. that thn farn1er has 
recc·ivi'cl "':':i for his \Yhcat \'vhilc i11 some 
casl•s ih(' consnrncr lws beC'n charged n1ore 
fu l' i ho prod nf't. 

The price of bread is no11· ~~d. per 2 lb. 
loaf, but during tht• l'rlo\)l',_' ·reginw Lrc<:td 
\Y(l'l lY'ing l'etailed jll 111any c-hops at 4cl. per 
2 lb. }on.,f In Jnn(\ 1932, \Yhc11, tHTOl'cling 
to m1 t·lcctjonccring pawph1ct i~.:-'U{'d by tho 
L<tbour Pariy, the people were being 
fleeced by the millers to the extent of 

£567,000 per annum. the price of t1our p.;r 
tort was 55.1 times the then price of 
but now the price of flour i::~ cx·act1y 
tinws the price of whP:lt. The }llnis .. ~r 
or tho ckpa·rtn1ent rc~von~i()J(: is app:.tre11i l:: 
enrrying; on a very big ran1p at the ('X pen-,, 
of tile whL'atgro\"l ers. If during the I1Ioorc 
rcgirnc ther _ \ra:~ any n:unp, th~11 thrre i.;; 
an infinitely gT<>atl'l' rarup Tnkc 
it in .auothel' -\·ay, In 1932 pr·:n~ uf 
l toiJ each uf llcl!r, pol1ard, and bran \\ ~ts 
112 tirne.:'i thr~ pric ~' of ·1 bn~lJe! of whcaL 
:\' ow the priee of 1 t-on each of flour, pol
L.rc1, and bran is 131 lirncs rhc price of n 
bush('l of v;heat. I an1 r~ot going :Ill;. 
further into the n1attcr for the reason t!:a.t 
I fL'ol sure the :Yiinister must admit thnt tlw 
acc.:u~ations ho 1nadc .agairht i..hc J\1oorc Uo
Ycnuncnt wore ·wrong, and ho c:tnnot Pl't'
YC'llt tho po::ition which then existed t·~·o111 
continuing. 

There is a big outcry at the pric.~ of bag., 
anrungst those \Yho are selling chaff a11cl 
othl'r farm products. The Department cf 
Agriculture should carry out somo experi. 
n1ents \Vith regard to bags, nlld provid:~ 
conta-iucrs for chaff «ud other conunod~tjc..; 
sent bv farme-rs. In the Oxlcy electorate 
we ha\~e the Da.rra CPn1ent Coulpv.ny, '\d.!ich 
is sending .its product to market iu pap(•r 
bags. Experirncnts shouJd Lu llHttk hv t];,_ 
depa1·trnent with a view to briugiug Ou L a 
bag-I do not say altogether rnade of p,l.pl'r 
-which would be a container for rnanv o{ 
our prin1ary products. Paper to-day ca;1 b.~ 
uu:tnufacturcd in .A.ustralia, and jute, which 
is the foundation of the bags, the p·n•·, en r 
containers, has to be imported. I hone~l ~ \' 
belieYe that we can get a paper brrg ,,,ad;, 
which would be excellent for chaff. thoLwh 
the:· would haYe to be reinforced with s .·(10 

~ort. u£ light n1a.tprjal. 

\Yheu I was in Melbourne some little time 
ago I noticP,cl that tho C'onncil for Incluc. 
tria.l and Scientific Rt.,scarch vva.-; can·::ing 
out ::1 very !n.rgu cxperln1ent \\·iih regard to 
fruit and Ycgctables. Th ci lJOdy shnu!d 
also be asked to carry out CX-lH.:l'irncut:::; a:ou 
the SHll1C lineS in Quccn~]and. 1 r-artieu
larly notice that the council ha~ denlon:-;h-~tcd 
that rqnicots and pcaclws and rua11y ot:,...;J' 
>,tone fruits ran be kept fol' qnite a lo11g 
rirne by picking \Ycll-fonneJ fruit at thu 
grcc11 ~tagc, keeping thcn1 in colcl storage 
for six months, ancl t.lwn ripening thun. lL 
i~ iu1po:ssiblc, of cour:-r, to piek the fruit 
r1pc and k0ep it in ~tore for any length of 
ti1nc. Exv0ri:::nents of that. nntun~ could 
\Jp carri0r}_ out in Queensland \\-ith 
l't'fn·L'Dc i·o tomc1toe~ aJJd otlll'l' al 

Thcr" ou&;hi to b" a big f m· 
of thing· h(rC'. \Ye can proc~u~;t~ 

tonl<.-ttoc··, nd ot1Jc•I' truck crops 111 
:lte Jhi banf:' but, unfortnnately, th· rf' 
1~ a glnt at sca~ons. \Yhi1e at otht•r 
titnc, rhey a.rc Hllln·oeurab]e. 

\VP can also grow peaches cqun 1 to any 
in the world. The soil around BrisbaJtt' 
seen1~ to be adapted for the g1·owing of 
peaches. but the fruit fly is so preyalent that 
1£ they a·re left on the trees they are full of 
grubs h)· the time they arc ripe. If come 
experiments could be carried out tho possi
bilities are that the fruit could be grown 
and picked just before tho ripening t:tage 
and then artifreially ripened. 

\Ye have in 1ny o1ectorat.c quite a rnunber 
of people >Yho have been endeavouring to 
grow tobacco. I strongly urge the :Yiinioter 

Mr. Nimmo.] 



1356 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

to give those pCO!llo a little more encourage
mm;[ than what they have had. I think 
obey arc doing c•qually as well as the 
tobacco-growers in other parts of the State 
-that is, th(~y arc rnaking a partial success 
of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AoRrcuurc:RE : They 
aro in difficulties. 

:Mr. Nil\lJiilO: I do nut think they arc in 
any greater difficulties than the settlers at 
Beerburrum. They are in difticulties that 
are common to those in other parts of 
Queensland. For instance, they arc grow
ing· good tobacco in the northern part of the 
State. and a great deal of very bad tobacco; 
and at Beerburrum a little good tobacco and 
a tremendous quantity of bad tobacco. 
Excellent tobacco is being gTOTVn in my o'vn 
area. and in sorno t:ases it is topping the 
rnarli:et. I would suggest that an ofticor be 
delegated to plant half an acre of tobacco 
in the area in order to show that good 
tobacco (an be grovvn there and how to grow 
it. There is no doubt th;,t an excellent 
demand exists for good tobacco. The :\linictcr 
himself knows that he ,-ill rot 'mokc bad 
tobacco, and I believe that if an embargo 
wore put 011 the importatio11 of tobacco from 
America he would cease smoking altogether. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : And you 
yyould, too. 

;\Ir. NI~il\10: Yes, I would, because some 
tobacco is not smokable. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: And I 
ha.-e seen some very excellent Queensland 
tobacco, too. 

J\Ir. NIJ\DIO : That is so. A very good 
tobacco is being produced to-day in Queens
land and for that reason I think expori
menial plot.; should be planted in my own 
area whore much money has been spent by 
farn~ers who are workiug on the right lines, 
although when their crop gets to a certain 
stage disease or something else detrimentally 
affects it. Naturally, these people thmk that 
an embargo should be placed upon the 
in1portation of ._\rncrican tobacco, for thpn 
thev would be able to sell this '.nferior pro
du;t. I have been informed, however, that 
such would not be the case, and that even 
if factories were compelled to use only 
Queensland tobacco there would bo very 
little demand for it, as they would lose their 
(~Us.tOllHTS. "\Ye rnu~t ha\e :::omc imported 
i obacco for blending- !)Urpo:-:'='s. Factory 
n1anng·cr~ will adrnlt that tho LH:.''it of 
Austr~lia n tobacco is produced in Queens
land. but tho yield per acre is much 
too ~nwll. l\1 any of the tolmcco.:> pro
du(c•d in the Southern States arc being 
marketed, but I dare say the Minister has 
road the report which states that some of 
them are very inferior. 

In conclusion I would like to ask the 
;\Iinister when ho intends to bring in the 
Milk Bill for Brisbane? It has been pro
mi,ecl for a long time. At present in cafes 
in Brisb:::ne you are charged 4cl. a glass for 
milk or at tho rate of about Ss. 4d. a 
g"al)on, for which tho unfortunate producers 
arc paid about 6~d. or 7d. I would strongly 
urg-e the Minister to proceed with the Milk 
Bill in order to givf'J the producers some 
protection from exploitation. Every vendor 
of soft and other drinks in the city should 
Le compdl;'rl to sell pure milk before ho is 
grant"d a licomP to sell other drinks. aud 
shonld l:e compelled to sell the milk at not 
more than 3d. per glass. The consumption of 

[lllr. Nimmo. 

n1ilk jll Qu:._•cnslalld \Yotlld increase cnor'
nwu.'ly. It is remarkable that the CO!dump
tion of milk in Queensland at proscut is less 
per capita them in either :\"o,1 So.nh \Vales 
or· Victoria, and the reason is that th& 
Go.-ernmcnts have not given sympathetic 
consideration to the pc•ople "ho arc produc
iug the milk. A different story i,, heard 
across the border at Kyoglo. Immediately 
you notices " Drink n1oro milk," and the· 
1 Jrice only 3d. fl8l' glas,.;;. The sl1ops are 
forbidd(~ll to charge more. Even in the rnost 
o:]JOnsin' places in Sydney milk can be 
obtained for 3d. a glass, and the same thing 
applies to Victoria. I again ask the Minister 
to take some action to protect these people, 
who are working very hard and producing 
a good article. 

I congratulate the Minister upon the work 
that has '>een carried out at Yeerongpilly 
Animal Health Station. IV e all recognise 
that the work that is being done there is. 
on the right lines. We want the health of 
our auirnals to"' be cared for. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem
ber must confine his remarks to a discussion. 
of the vote before the Committee. He 
cannot deal with t.he Animal Health Station. 
on this Yote. He may do so on the Trust 
and Special Funds. 

l\Ir. Nil\1!\10 · I hnc said practically all 
that I wi8h to "ay in that regard, and I 
conclude by apr. 2aling to the M mister to see 
that we hu.-0 a ;\filk Bill for tlw proicctwn. 
of the producers as soon as po.osible. 

:\h. GODFl:;J<;Y MORGAN (Jfurilln) [4.23 
p.m.J: Queensland, as \ve all know, Js a 
prirnary lH'oducing Stat('. Vj e. hav~-' ~een a 
grci't deal in the press, prmc1pally lll the 
metropolis, auout settling people Oii small 
areas uround the city and getting them to. 
producing this, that, and the other._ We alJ 
ha1·e said at some time or other: ,. Go \Vest, 
young rnan; go on the la11d,'' yet. we fin~ 
that our greatest difficulty is to dtspoc,e of 
at profitable pric:0; the different thmgs 1hJI. 
~1rc produced by the fanners in Austrc1 ~l<l. 
\rhis y{_ ar there will be a record wheat crop' 
throurrhout Au"tralia a rpcord production 
in th~ dairvin(r indn;try, and a record pro
duction ill rnal~V other farm prorlucts. L'iii
matelv it will ;ncan a smaller return tn the 
proJn'Ccr. Tlw rnarkets OYel."S<'as that h~tYC 
lwcn a,vailablc to us for so n1any y0ars are· 
bPing glutted and in1port restrictions arfr 
l:eing irnpo~cd. The hon. rnernber .~or 
Hamilton Yoiced the opinion that Yer~ little 
was to !Je gained horn the market in the 
East, bu" := hold a contrary YlCW 111 re?pec~ 
of certain lJrinHtry products. I au1 sat1sfica 
that e\'ery little helps. lf we can place a few 
Ions of prodcce here and a fe1Y tons there· 
we shall be .a'·sisted considcrablv. Every 
cnconragement ,,hould bo gi.-en to- the cstab
liRhrncnt of mar1u~t'-J in the Ea~t. Tlle }\IlniS~ 
ter mav claim that the people in the East 
are to~' poor to buy our products. 

The SFCR!:TA1lY FOR AGH1C1JLTCRE: The hon. 
nwmhcr for Hamilton said that. 

::Vfr. GODFREY "'-'IORGAN: Probablv the 
Minist<•r ug-rces. Is not the difficulty in 
.:-\u~tralia aho a question of 11ricP? Is not 
the cost of production so high that we can· 
not supplv onr produce to certain parts of 
the world.? The markets are available, but 
i lw p:coplc arc not prepared or are unable 
to par the price that we demand. consc
'luently there is .a loss on practically every 
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item of produce export'd. \Ve can over
come the difficulty only uy redL1ciug the cost 
of production. Th~ Dair:.· Products Stabilisa
tion Bill has Le en pas -c·d to slaldisc butter 
pricPs within Australia. 'Tl1c prjce of sugar 
for hmne COllstunption has r!l o been arbit~ 
rially fixed; but wi,erc are all these artifLcial 
restrictions to cncl? The .Au::;tralian con~ 
sumer is called upon to pay a profttable 
price to the prirnary producrrs, but since 
we have over-produced, the suqJ1us 111nst he 
sold OYersea:::. The price secured for our 
ovcr::icas surplus is so lo\V that the average 
return to tlw producer is reduced consider
ably. Dealing with the qncction of sngar, 
the annual rc;JOrt by the department states-· 

" In tho absenct• of anY outside in
fluence which might modify these abnor
nwlly low values, it is pvidPnt that relief 
will comp only by a further effort on the 
part of the indu•try to rcdL!ce production 
costs." 

What does the report mean by that? It is 
fresh in our mernories that within a cornpara
tivcly recent elate the price of sugar for 
horne C<,nsumption was reduced by ~d. per 
lb., or £4 13s. 4d. per ton. The people in 
the Southern portions of Australia held the 
view that the price of sugar should be 
r('duced in connnon \Vith other cornrnodit.i_e,J 
throughout Australia. 

At 4.30 p.m., 

:\1r. O'KEEFE (Cairns), one of the panel oi 
Temporary Chairmen, relim·ed the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. GODFRF:Y MORGAX: \Ve naturallv 
thought that the reduction would be srn·ca~l 
over all parties interested in the industry. 
"'hat happened? \Vhcu the representatives 
of the su~·ar-growcrs and millers went to 
the Industrial Court and endeavoured tG gc·t 
some relief in regard to '''agof; they \Ye1·e 

tu1:ned. down. EvPryone adn1its that~'' agrs 
P'lld 111 the sugar industry in QueenslaEd 
are on a hlghcr basis than in any ~)thc'l' 
prirnary producing industry in Australi<t. It 
can be truthful1:v said that the n1cn engaged 
in the sugar industry in QuePnsland receive 
a hi;,hcr rate of \Yagcs than is paid i1.;. any 
other primary producing indu,try in the 
world. 

lVIr. FuXNELL: The sugar workers arc: rno1.e 
dlicicnt. 

l\lr. GODFREY l\IORGAX: Tlmt may be 
so. Then' arc a large nnmht•r of forcig11C'r~ 
\Vorking in thn industry, 1nan,v n1ore , tha11 
arc statr·d in the statistics. Su (rar-workcrs 
receive an exceptionally high \Yago for Lheir 
work. The sugar-\YOrker is now rc('eivin~?,' 
tl11~ same rate as he did before this r0duction 
of £4 13s. 4d. per ton was made in tlw 
price of sugar. \Yhilo the producer should 
hear his proportion of that reduction. he 
should not be compelled to bear the whole 
of it. 

The whont indusiTY has bc0n trc·otrd in a 
sln1ilar manner, not.withstandiliO' the parn
phlet issued bv the Labour Pnri; at the last 
election. \Vc' all knew that p:imphlct "'"" 
merely political propaganda, but it served 
it' purpose. I do not know whether many 
people were affected bv its contents, but ll 
will act as a boomcrani to the Labour Partv 
at the next election. Vi' e ha YC tlmt pamnhl,·t 
and we will be able to !!SO it and show the 
electors just .,-hat has happened in the "he-' 1: 
industry. 'Ve will have figuru'., and tndhful 

figures, to show that notwithstanding· th0 
fact that the price paid to the "heatgrower 
for his wheat was considerably k" last year 
than the preyious :;car, the only person who. 
suff0rcd as a rt'sult v;as the poor untortunate 
wheatgrowcr. The consullH'T gaL a reduction 
in the price of flour. The miller, who wa,· 
rr:ff'rred to in the pa1nphlet as a 1nembcr of 
the· capitalist class who supported the :\[oo>:e 
GoYcrnment and contributed to their funds, 
made considerably more profits during the· 
period the pre,.,cnt Governrnent ha vc bee:r... 
i,r office than during the rpgimc of the J\,.loore 
Uovennncnt. Thcv arc the verv rnen the 
Labour Party cot!clcmncd at the election! 
The man who has had h bear the bnwt of 
th'" reduced price of wheat, and suffered th; 
\Ybole con~cquenccs, has been the Jll'irn:uy 
producer, whom we talk so much abm.,t as 
being tho backbone of the country. Yet on 
m·ery occasion the backbone is compelled io 
carry greater and greater burdens. 

2\Ir. G. C. 'I'AYLOR: The backbone can't 
move without the arms and lcg.s. 

Mr. GODFREY l\IORGAK: It is extn<
crciinarv that at election time the Labour 
l'arty tell the primary producer that he i; 
the backbone of the country, yet tlccy put all 
the lmrdcn of taxation and reduced yalucs 
on than backbone and make it carrv tl-.e 
burden. Tho producer has always bon!e the· 
burden Juring the rcgi1nc of Labour UoYern
rncnts. EYcr~v piece of legislation wl:1ch was 
C'IHJctcd Cluri11g Lalwur's fourtct:'n years' 
occupancy of the Troamry ben<'hcs beforE' 
the adYont <Jf thr. 1fooro Gon·rnrncnl, or 
during tho period the presel!t Go·, cnL1!en~ 
haYc been in cflicc. and ,rhieb \\'a:-> alll'ged 
to be for the bcPefit of the fanners, has bP-2TI 

followed bv increased taxation. T!1c poor 
old farmm~ l1acl to pay through tn£' no-;g 
eYcry tin1e! 

l\1r. FuxxELL: That is not true. 

J\fr. C:ODFTIEY :\IORGA1\-: lt i., true. 
EYcr~v- pic,1?c of lPgisla.tioll which t\1c ).Jinister 
brought dO\Yll 1ast session, aud during the 
pn:scut sp.ssion has rnoant incrcasrd tax:1ti:n1 
on tl-:e producer. IIe said, '·\Ye \ro.,nt to 
confpr ·'mnc benefit on you," but increased 
taxation has al·ways f~llowrd. There is 
alwa_1·s a desire to 'appoint cxpNt' to teach 
the fa rrucr how to do this and that. but rr,y 
0XpPricnct~ is that thes:2 cxpPl'ts go to liv'e 
with the farmer to learn tlwir bns1nc>B. T 
rc'nlC'fllhcr \vhcn a J1rC\·ion~ Labour Co,~crll
ment kgislatrd for the cotton inclnstl)'. I 
was gro·winp: 20 or 30 acres of cotto;1 and my 
nPighboul' did like,Yise. An t'xpcrt cm11e to 
our proprrtif's anrl boarded ,,·ith us for a 
>Ycok. \Y<' took him down to the crop aud 
asked hin1 \vhat was th0 nnrnc of this flv, aHd 
'.':hat effect it had 011 the crop. and he. could 
not tell us. He said he had come ant to 
learn. 

Jih. FcxNELL: \Yhat was his name? 

l\fr. GODFREY MORG.\:\f: There '"ere 
sc:vPral of them. Thev were distributed 
throughout tlw Stntc. ioing frorn farm to 
farn1 and learning horn tbe farn10r \Vhat
eYer they could. Generally speaking. these 
~o-ealled 0xporh have gained their know
ledge from the farmer. :\fany of them lw.v'' 
been on f<nms, but were not capable of 
making a liYing on a farm. No,v. ho\vever, 
thc·.v attempt to tell the farmer hmY to run 
his bu'·iness. If you gave these experts an 
area of 640 acres, and asked them to make· 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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a living on it, I clo not suppo3c half of 
them could de> 'o. 

The SECRETARY FOH AcRICCLTCRE: That is 
an ab~urcl ;;;tatcrnenL 

:\Jr. ('{ODFHEY ::\IORG~\.K: It is correct. 
]mow more Llwn the Minister does, 

Uecause ha vc had greater expcl'l8IlCO. 

That is OllP of tl1o difficult.ies~3orr1cthi.ng 
like the hut Ull Jl~ for pir;·s \ (Laught(_~r.) 
That was the adv ire of ex))l'l'ts. The :tliu
ister bcilc•ns in it. although he has nc\·er 
fed a pig in his life. The hon. ~·l·nUcn1an 
bcliPYCS that these silly things should bo put 
into effpct. rrhe ""hit.<' pjg is another 
1nctance: and we know that the white pig 
is no better than the bl.ack pig--1Yhen it is 
killed. (Laughter.) The fact of lhe mrttter 
is that the poor old prim~ry producer has 
to pay for all the cxperime!Jtal work, just 
as the · ugar produ-cer~ hnd to suffrr the 
\\·hole of the reduction of ~d. per lb. in the 
price of sugar, and ja:·t .as 1vhcatgrowers 
baye had to bear the whole of the loss in 
the pric<• of whcnt, althou&h the millers 
haye n1ade 1nore n1oncy during thu la·-t 
twclYe rnonths in grinding, gristing, and 
selling the \c-heat under the prDtectiou 
afforded by tho Government-although that 
protection vnts proUaLly illegal~than at any 
prPYious pc•·iod. 

Tlw SECHETAUY FOH AGR!CGLTCRE: That is 
GOt SO. 

Mr. GODFHEY .:\iORG,\:'\1: The Minister 
cannot d('ll it, Lc<:atL~c tlE' Loader of the 
Oppo-;itiou showt:d ('Ouclu-,iYelv to-dav that 
not\Yit!l-taJ:ding that. iLt'l'e haLd lJC'f'n ";;1 big 
reduction 111 tlle 1•rH.:e of '.Yhc•ai the 1nilll:-r 
was not n1ade to snifc•rJ although his c:-t]lita.l 
wa.... if The ]Jl'in1ul'y producers were 
made to suffer. 

The SECRET.\HY FOH AomcuLn:RE : Bcforo 
you loctYe that subject tell me the name of 
this cotton expert. 

:\lr. GODFlUcY :\LOHG.\0;: There was 
JlOt one c•xpert, Lut llalf a dozen c•f them
not the 1lrincipal expert. Tltc dcpctdrneut 
ha:-i alJout half a cloZL'll of th€'~0 Il1Cll. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGHICULTCHE: I >Yant 
the IHtnle o£ the cotton expert wbo liYed 
\yith ;'OLl. 

::Yir. GODFRSY }IUHG,\1\: Tlwr·o >rcrc 
probably h df a dozt:ll of thern. Th(''·' wero 
fol]o,Yiug ono another round the .ct~Ul_, ;·y. 
That was years ago. 

The SECHEL\HY FOil c'I.C!RICU.TCHE: vYhat is 
the ruunc? 

~rr. 
lutf.'lHl 
further 

GODFRKY J\!ORGA:'\: do 
to g·iyc tlw hall. gentler:nan 
aUvlce. 

not 
any 

'Tlw ;:;.r-:cnt:T.\HY FOil AcB.ICLL'ITRF.: Ci \.0 11:(' 
Oill' llHHH). l arn a11xious to test. the J...'ffi-
ciency of thl'~e veoplc. 

:ul'. GODFREY l\lOllG.Al\": 
no'·· to J.eal wjth the abattoir. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICCLTUHE: 
you giYe rnu the 11mne? 

vYon't 

:Vh. GODFREY MOHG"\:\': Ti"' ],on. 
gentlen1.an will not. get any 1norc out of 111 

than I have stated. I-Ir• cannot clr·1 .v me. 
(Laughi'el'.) I eau u•ll thP hon. gr td!ern;,n 
that these rnen Yn:nt alon(r and I Ullt proyo 
it. "' 

'The SrcHET\HY FOR AcnncnL'I ~TRE: Tt 1s 
only ft fair thing that you should j n: :ne 
the name of this man. 

(l'vlr. Mot·gan. 

::\Ir. GODFREY J\WHGAN: I will not 
give the hon. gcntlen1an the namo of any 
individual. I know scarce of people, I.ot 
only iu n1v O'.VH electorate but also j;:~ other 
cle~torates', who were visited by these 
people. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That 
doe1! not proye anything unless ·:;llHl icll 
mo the name. 

:\Ir. GODFREY :\lOHGA~: The cstab· 
lishrnent bv the ::\Ioore Govermnent nf the 
abattoir hnvs proved b(~nefic1al in CYcr.v ·way. 
It h<ls ensured the hygienic killing and dis
tribution of meat. L'p to the morn~nt the 
ahattoir--

'J'hc TE2\'IPORARY CliAIRi'viA:'\1: Order! 
Tho hon. gentlt)nlan is not in ordor in d :s
cu"iug that matter on this Yoto. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA:'f: Un;hr >ihat 
vote does it come? 

The TEMPORARY CIIAT!:{MA:\": Uwicr 
the yoto for tho p,rcn1icr and Chief Sec;.· 
tary's Department. 

The SKCHETARY FOil AourcuLTCHE: So far 
as thn don1estic organisation of tho abattoir 
is concerned, I think the hon. rnernbo1· can 
speak on this vote. 

~1Ir. GODFBEY ::\IORGAN: I referrod 
to the n1attor last year und.:r this vote. l 
under:-3talltl we "\Vl'l:c allJ\' ul to deal "\rith 
it on thi~ yote. hut if th,lt j~ not ~o I will 
get in lHter on vvhat I 11avt; ~o say. 

\Vo were told "·hat wonderful roqtlts 
would accrue from the production of tobacco, 
\Yhich could be gro"\vn ahnost anywhere in 
Australia. But is what we can grow the 
c:.ass of tobacco tlwt. is ~,~.antcrl u.nd which 
will be marketable? Is it the' cluss of tobacco 
tho people will smoke? The an"Yors to 
the"'-c questions ~-ho\v why a. c:rtain arnount 
of rc-;triction as to \Yhero tobacco n1ust bo 
grown tr "st bo imposed. \Ve know th~t a 
huge rnonopo]y is in coni rol of the HU:llltd>c
t,nre of tobacco~a huge rnm1opol~~ ihat l1~1.s 
been able io 1nakc huge prof"tt:::. for its ~!1arc
holdr•rs and has c•xploit<,d the COll>lltnCd of 
tobacco, although the Co:nrnony r'alLh has 
benefited frorn the l'CYl'1HlC deriYcd fruu1 tire 
tariff. I cio not blame any uational Govern
rnent for having put a high dury on toba{ o, 
as on alcohol. Alcohol aud tobctcco .arc n1orc 
or less injLtrious to the l'CO]lle; but they 
aro lookcJ at frorn a national rwi11t of Yit:W 
.3-S so;net.hiPg frorn 1vhich rcve.:.1uc should be 
ohwimd. 

The SECHET.\RY FOR . .:'\ GRICl.CI.'ITRE : YOU 
belie vc ]u a tari{i_' with n'gard to tobacco·: 

:\fr. GOJJFREY MORGAl\": Yn, c,.,,,,. 
cc untry believes in that. All countries }L,,e 
to get l'flYenuc £1~orn smlle ~ourcr--:, .and taxes 
on tobacco a11d alcohol are h\·o ncogniHed 
methods of obtaining reYcuue. Before wo 
grew tobacco to ally extent in Austra:ia the 
tnouopollstic tobacco cOiupanics "\Yore doi11g 
just what they desired. They did not cue 
ho\" much the tariff w.nt np. As soon rts it 
WC'nt np, sny. ld., 2d., or 3d. a ]b., up V1 '-'nt 
the prico of tobacco, and the extra cost was 
paid hy the consumer. It did not come out 
of the pockets of the manufacturers. They 
did not care a rap. It. '.vas just the ::a11JC 
when the price of alcohol went up. The men 
who drank beer or \Yhisky had to pay the 
diffel'Pncr-. The publicans and others con
cerned did not care a rap, buc passed the 
incxeased price on to th0 consun1ers, '' bo 
have always to pay tho piper. 'What will 
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happen w;th regard to tobacco: The JI.Iinis; 
tor rnadc r• ;:,uggesi1on some 11nv. a_go, .fl:llU 
it is cxtraordiuarv hc;v, grelt lllllHls think 
alike. I opL•ncd tl;r; Texas rail et,\' line about 
th rPe \'{)cu·~ ago v, hen I \Y:.ts Seen tary for 
Raihvavs. That is a great to~acco growing 
district: nud the reprc..;cntativo of the 
tobacco nlonopoly company -.....-as present. 
\Yhen I wets n)plying at the banqnet I made 
a suggestion that if the tobacco industry of 
Australia \\a-s going io progress the Federal 
Go·;ernrnl'llt ::;honld reclnc0 1he in1portation 
of tobacco .bv. ~aY, o:JC'-iifth C'a.ch ,\·car {or a 
period of !he years and after that no 
tobacco ehould bo importC'd into the Cnm
munw .alth. I "as not a ware of the fact 
that it is necc~sarv to irnport tobacco frorn 
other C01U 1 iTll for ~b- c·ndnJg ruqHJ ~ 'S. I :--lt!l . .'

gestFd on thai occasion that in ol·c1er to pro
tect the tobacco industry in Australia the 
Federal Government ,houJd camped tho m>tnu
facturcrs to m Australian loaf. That 'ng
gestion would have had a good effect had 
it been put into operation. The manufac
ture of tobacco in Australia has been a big 
monopoly. The people arc entirely in tl?-e 
hands of the manufacturers "·ho never d1d 
\\-ant Australian-grown tobacco, becauoe they 
knew that if tobacco ·were grown in Aus
tralia eventually it would be manufactured 
under a co-operative Gystmn, as is the case 
in the dairying and other industric J •. Evc~~
tually the whole of the tobacco indtv;try wlll 
be in the hands of farmers and co-operaliYC 
concerns. 

The CHAIRMAK: Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under tho Standing Orders. 

Mr. SPARKES (Dalb!f) [4.50 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for Cairns has made some 
extraordinary statements with regard to pri
vato enterprise, and I would like lo answer 
some of them. For in&tance, he said that 
the variouB markets of the world would not 
be available to us if it "·ere not for thL· 
interference of the Government. I think 
the hon. mombcr should be culightcued. 
Take, for instance, the wool industry; I 
do not think that Govcnnnents hacl anyth!ng 
to do in the perfecting of merino ·wools. 
That was done pm·r·>· by privcetc individuals. 
Tlw --arne applies to cattle. although the hon. 
member for Cairns said that we would not 
have such good cattle to-day but for the 
lt g-islatio11 paescd by the Government, that 
if 'Ve had been allowed to '"" whatever bulls 
\YC Eked, thP h0rcls could not haYc been 
inlpro\'eJ as they ha-ve. That argument will 
not hold \Vater lJccau:-;c \Ye know that in 
eyerv case where the Govenuncnt started a 
farn~ they haYo failed. It is nor uecc:-s~ary 
to go back to ancient histor:;- and rcfPr to 
the t)tate stations. GoYCl'lltrlCllt enterprises 
haYo not lJccn succc, -;ful. Uovcr:mncnts cat 
not even breed hm,~s for the police. They 
have to get them frmn priyatc individuals. 
There is no more valuable dairv breed in 
Australia than the Illawarra l\lilbng Short
horn, and that breed ''""' dcvclopul purely 
by private enterprise. Scientists heLve been 
helpful in certain directions. I am pleased 
with their work in rlcaling with prickly-pear. 
I do not agree with the hon. member for 
Cairns thCLt am· breeder of slack should be 
told bv tho Government what class of bull 
or etailion he shou'd use. I think that is 
ridiculous. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: I do 
not think the hon. member for Cairns said 
that. 

Mr. SP ~c\RIO~S: I may have b"d lwaring·, 
lJut l underE-tood hirn to f'aY that \YC' 1vould 
not be able to take adYant.ag·c of the mar
kPts cf the 1vorld jf "·e ''\"<_'re u,llo'ln.)cl to use 
whah':er bulls we liked. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICPLTl~RE.: That is 
not y::hat 1 he hon. Il1Clnber for Cairns said. 
At least, it is not •·hat I thought he said. 

l\lr. SPARKES: I >v-ill be prepared to 
list:: 11 to i.ho hon. gcntlcm.an''3 Yersion of 
"·hat he did say. I listened very patin1tly, 
and that is what I heard. A·, 1 have said, 
I appreciate \vhat has been done by sciL1 ntists 
in certain directions. I would like to draw 
the attention of the Committee to a statc
mPnt on pa.ge 114 of the annual report of 
the Department of Agricnlturo. which states-

" Deterioration in the herds of ='iorth
"rn cattle for some years past has been 
mainly due to neglect in p10cueing fresh 
bulls of suitable type and quality to 
improve breeding standard~, and not to 
unhoahhy clirnatic conditions." 

The matter is of considerable interest to 
mo as a breedee of pure bred bulls. I am 
also anxious to obtain \-vhatever information. 
is a v-ailahlo concerniug the exveriment that 
is now being carried out in North Queens
land in the establishment of a cross by the 
importation of /\ebu bulls. I have no desire 
to throvv- cold water on the propo'al; I have 
not yet a sufficient knowledge of the vros
pects. but I hope tluct the :Minister will 
supply us "~ith 'vhatcver inforrnation he 
has at his conunand. 

:\fr. KEXN"Y: The Brahman or l':ebu cattle 
at kast are tick resisting. 

J\lr. SP ARKES: I arn very pleased to 
know that. I also hope that tlw Minister 
\\·ill be able to u ,e his persua~ivc powers to 
advantage with his colleag·ue, the :'lfinister 
for Transport, and prevail upon him to 
reduce the freight on pure bred bulls con
signed to J\"ot·th Queensland. I recently 
tn:ckPd 130 bulls to Almaden. The buyer, 
Mr. ErnL' t \Vhite. v.ho purchased on behalf 
of A u;;;tralian Stock Brec'ders Cornpany told' 
iEC that the freight on iltc bulls was nearly 
as rnuch as th0ir purcha~e price. 

The TEllli'OHARY CHAIR\1.-\:--i: Order! 
I a~k tl1P l1on. mon1bcr to confiw~ his remarks
to the question before the Committee. 

J\!r. SPARTCES: I am di-,cL"o·ing the ques
t: on of cattle bn:cd1ng, an-d I rua connnent

ou the report be the Chief Inspector of 

Tl1•e TEMPORARY CHAHC\IAX: The 
ho11. tnetubet is dcalin.~ \Yith the quos[;jon
of 1·ajh\·ay freights. 

J\h. SPAHKES: I am pointing out that 
tlw Cl1iet Inspector of Stock has stated that 
the cattle• in the i\orth are deteriorating 
llf'CllLl'<' of tho lack oF a proper type ol! 
v-igorous bnll, and I am sugge ting that 
llll' )Ji•tistN should inducE' the :\linister for 
Tran:;:._ .Jrt lu offer freight concc .. :-ions on 
bull::; consigned to thc3C areas. The sugges
t~on i.-, a hu~iHes, proposition. In Argentina 
the raihv-LJys are privately owuccl. \Ynuld 
to Gael that ours were priYately O\Yncd, ioo! 
The progeny of any beef breed registered 
in anv honl book is carried free on the 
prin.tCly-owned lines of .\rgeutiua; that is 
regarded as gooJ bus1ne,, '· I suggest that 
the }Iinister, who is very enthusiastic in the
administration of his department, should 
have a heart to heart talk with the Minister· 

Mr. Sparkes.] 
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for Transport to see 1f frmght concoss1ons 
cannot be p·antcd to the l\01 thern cattlemen 
to induce them to irn]Jort pure breed bulls 
and thereby develop a more vigorous type 
·Of stock. 

1\lr. TOZEU (Uympic) [4.57 p.m.]: The 
vote is being increa~ed this year. I have 
110 objcctwn to tlwt, because I regard this 
department as practically the chief depart
ment in the State. The majority of our 
people are i11tore;<tCd in agriculture and 
stuck, and 110 ono can say that we have 
\\astcd our time in occupying the whole 
of the day Jn discu~.siug the adrninistration 
of tire department. The department will 
be assisted if only ono sncall suggestion is of 
material ad,·a<1tage. The annual report is 
a long and interesti11g docurncnt, but it is 
unfortunate that wo have not had sufficient 
time to study it in a proper way. However. 
l am very gmteful that the report arrived 
prior to the consideration of the Estimates 
of the department. I congratulate the 
,department upon the issue of its very fine 
"Agricultural Journal" which we receive 
from month to month. Its useful informa
tion is of interest to quite a large number 
of people. . The majority of the producers 
kno\v notlnng about tho " Agricultural 
Journal.'' That is their o,\n fault. Every 
producer is entitled to a free copy, and 
non-prodncers can obtain it ut the s1nall 
cost of le. per armum. Ko literature can be 
cheaper. I desire to thank the department 
for the journal. I get it. and pass it on 
to those interested in dairying. They find 
it is Loth useful and important in their 
business. 

TlH re is no doubling the fact that the 
dPpartnH:nt i · ia a l10,ition to giyo splendid 
.ach·ice 1.) the producer. 1 have no desire 

anyt11ing against t1H? dcpartrnent, its 
or its dhcr oflicialo. became I 

rccogni~<~ Hwy arc experts in tl1eir subjects 
n11d pc' ~s ktw\vlcdge ~.uperior to ihat of 
t}w aYf'ragc \\le }JaYc pt:rsor.s vd1o 
~pecialiso in son1c nu of prirnary produe-
twn. be authmities in th~ir par-
ticular aNl be able to carry on 
their Y.ithont achice. but the 
great. nwjority of prirnar,y prodn('Pi':-) haye 
in_Yl,s1·'d thPir n1onpy in the land. and have 
no :-:p~:cinl k ww]edie at <dl. The dcpart
ntent c:tn L.; and i:3 oi ( ~Hl"'ic1c'r.ublP bc11dit 
.,,, those people. Tlmt is the purpose for 

it '"", oslabli,lwd. \Ye ha1·e di"'a'< 
out anw11g3~ stock, our frn1i· lndtL
cvPn nu1ongst Olii' gra:;:::::::~c3; in fact, 

\YP produce bccc_;_u··.s affected at 
senna tiu:c or other b~~- c_ljsc;_,_sc. The ;n-erngo 
rnan has llOt the time or abiljtv to devote 

of those questionS: and it is 
that Uw J\j ini,lcr should ha•·e 

his cornmand to adyise hirn in 
Tbus bL•ncfit i::; t'On

on the indiYiltual pro
the ,dwlc State. 

r.rho gTf :ttc-;t. crop in the ~<- 1tc IS o;_u· 
natural Tho dcpartrnt ~;t is 
~ great aitcJ:tion to 
\Yl1at arP tiJP lJcst Clops of 
the yruious c1i~tricts. \Yr' 
.r-xrwri nH'Ilta l plots iu S(_' \-era l di>1 rlct-3 to 
-d{'ll10!lf't.r~ltc how, b:, the u~e of fcrtilizc•rs, 
the f!TO\Yth of grass can bP jlnproYcd. That 
i-; r.ot generally known. }[any people are 
nol ,a·,"' are of the benefits to be obbined from 
the grmYth of artificial gra,ws and the use 
o( fertilizers. \Yo ha\~C alwa\.:1 relied on 
tho natural grasses until adverse. seasons com-

[Jir. Sparlces. 
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pel us to rely on artjflcial feeding. The 
pust t\\'O seasons haYe been exceptionally 
dry, and this has compoilcd dairy farmers, 
ee.pccially, to go in for the conservation of 
b::t h wnt('r and fodder. rrherc is a certain 
amount of relic'£ country on our coastal belt. 
On the approach of a dry spell the inolina
tiun of l he dairy farmer is to shift his c.a ttlo 
t() these cDastal area::;. I haYo had sorno 
<'-"P'·'riencc in this matter, but I am cleter
l!lincci that I will ncnlr shift my cattle 
agai11. lt is necessary to seHd sornc person 
do\,-n in eh a rge of ihl'rn. If tlJe cattle are 
n~.ilkcrs ihE'y very often go off their milk. 
Tlut is 1nai11ly on accou11t of the chang·e of 

Another dctr imental reBult is the 
that the cattle pick up a quantity of 

while feeding, and if they remain 
coastal belt long (•nough "balb of 

form in their stomachs. They fall 
away in condition, and a utunber of thc111 

The approaches to water arc generally 
, anU cattle bcCOlllC bogged. lu addi

tion, the cattle stray, because d10 country 
io unfenced, and in the flllal muster a number 
nrc- found to be 1nissing. Anyone vvho has 
i>ad !hat experience will not embark on 
~11C'h au undertaking again. rrhore is a large 
tract of country between our North Coaot 
and Double Island J:'oint \vhich is used as 
relief country jn dry periods, whore 1nany 
of tl10 ( :nlle disappear and aro ncYer hoard 
of again. 

If ila~ departnlCnt ca.u renc1c~l' assistance 
to fanners 1n fodder and \Yater conser", a
tion, it will be doing ::,OHIPtl1iug that \vill bt! 

o{ goueral benefit. Une ponlt that tl1e 
<1eparL110llt could f:Lress on producers 1:5 
that maw: ,holdings are oYcrstockod, the 
owuer.' apprucntl:", fnillllg to realise that 
\\hut In ay be n su.it<tble carrying capacity 
in 3_, good ~(_'(_\.;;;.011 i~ vrobably unsuitable in a 
l--:ltd ~---,u~on. lt i~ in unfa\-ourable season'j 
that tlw troubles of the pr.irun.l'y prodnccr' 
n.re acceirtuuted, bccau~c where no provision 
h.t..; Lc'en 111adt~ for fodder conspryation, tlL' 
p_·ocinct'l':S aro COlllpelled io vurchase fodder. 
\ hlch is an oxpen~ivl' itt·n1, paniculady ~o 

he'll it ns in rnr..;t ca-e::;, to be inl-
jJUi tl·d fr01u Southt'l'll ;-)Late.:::. \Ye w.tE'.: 
to cch1calc the p..:oplc to a,n under.~Landi:-
of ' .. ,·hat is a safe c;:pacltv, and i:l 
that 1naitcr the .· 111ig·ht assl:-1. 
Tlw <LYerage th:nks that tht~ 
clli( f {;( nsideraiion is to as htrge d 

nLnnlwr of cattle as po:-3siblc, and that the 
rHOl'C tock he c:...n run 011 a vropcrty 1 bu 

it is for him. \Yhat he fails to reak' 
1"' if a suitable ntunbL·r of cattle \ver 
kept, anJ. ~ufficient feed \\'"l'C .'Yailab]o t J 

e:arry tlw stock through not only gooJ sea· 
SOllo bui n lso bad there \\onid be 'L 

rd urn an cl a of ~tock loss~-, 
drougld tirne. 

l11 mY O\Yn Jistrict n con1par;:.t -ivcl:;, largt~ 
nn'a w'a:::; ntilise<l nad a, large nurnL(_'r of 
r)('Op)e \'T('l'( Cl1gngcd ill banana-gl'O\Villg. 

Th· followi1Jg will show the com-
po~ltion baiJHlUt indu .. ~try i11 
di~trict jn the yE-ar::: shown-

1912. 1922. 1932. 
Lancl undci' bananas 

(acn:s) 106 2,570 2,377 
Yield of bananas 

(bunches) 10.008 552,561 417.622 

In 1930 tl1c banana industry was responsibl8 
for llw circulation of £20l,OOO in the Gvmpie 
district. hnt through the rayagcs of disctLS•' 
the amount had declined to £15,000 or 
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£20,000 in 1933. That is a very serions ]os'', 
-and i-c is i:n such n1atters that the depart
lllf'nt ruight render gn-',ltOr as,j]~tan('e. l 
knov.r that the dPlHtrttncnt \Ya:) able to ;;;tov 
the (Jf buHch-- top bcyoncl ).larooc:hy-
clorc; llllfortuuatc•l,v, thrip di~, a~P bl'OkP 
out. in the Gympie district. It carne down 
from the ~orth a11cl f'IHPad do1Yn South, 
and if it is not stop\H'd 1t will C]ll'C'cd to 
~t \V South \Yalf's. I n11dcr::;tand f1'0lll tlH~ 
dt•putation \Ybich waih1 c1 on the lVIirJisLer 
·whl'n tl1c rnaiter \Ya~ di::cu~::<.cd that .nn 
oHlcer 1n1s apvointerl to go l11to the matter. 
In ihc first ]n-..tance the cxpPrirnental work 
in ;'\Torth Quf:ensland \H1S deJcg<~L_•d to 1fr. 

.. ] . lla.rold Srnith. Then the CX]H?rirnental 
work \Vas transferred to tLe South and put 
in char_-,, of :ur. J. A. \YerJdeJL I under
staud tl1at l\1r. ~. Caldwcll IlO\\- has it 1n 

chan:.::c. 
The SECRETARY FOR "\Gn•cr L'iTRE · He ;, 

only ,,·orkiug on thrip. 

:Nlr. TOZ:ER: The disease has practically 
ruined the banana industry in the Gympio 
dioirict. It is spreading south, and will 
do damage to the re,;t of the banana planta
tions if the spread is not stopped. Experi
ments ha,·e been made in the use of bags. 
::'omo people contended that bags were an 
ab<olutc cuccess, but others say that a 
diffrrent kind of b<1g than tho one used vvas 
,·cquired. that tJ1e latter was too open, and 
tlu? n•sult v,·as not as successful as "\\·as 
anticipated. The departmcmt could go into 
-, (L r llHtttf'r an cl a g-reat de-rd of good 
1\'ould he done if we could get rid of tlu• 
pest. Tho troublo is that the a re as which 
lulYO out of banana cultiYation are too 
:-.1nall can·~, on any industry, oxc0pt grow-
ing b0~ns or tomatoes, but there is not 
f.'nough in thec:o crops 0XI'( ]1t as sidelines. 
The areas are too small for clairving. and 
being on high lands have not~ ·sufficient 
vnttor. Tbe banana-gro,vcrs \vere earning a 
conoiderablc amonnt of monev. and when the 
intlnstrv "·ent down not onlv "thev themselves 
;::;uffC'rt>A but the muploT.-e(-''3 -\vork{ng for tbein 
alco. The ranks of the nnemployed have 
bu'n swelled by forrner bauana-gro\Yers and 
their ernployc0s. In addition to that

1 
t ho 

Go\·crnmrnt an? losing n:tj] w·ty fn'lf ht ·· 
The C:on•nJmcnt stancl to lose " fifty~fift:; " 
· ith t1H' banana-grov...-ers anrl their cn1ployECS. 

Bananas were exported from the Gympie 
di.:'itrict as under-

1932 
1933 

Cases. 
74.000 
26,000 

~rlwt slHn:.::; the eTent lo~- which 11as taken 
place. Fn.n11 Co~ran and Gyrnpie bc·o years 
ao-o thC'v ·w('rc sendin()" bv train 50 000 
c;::"s a· 1nonth. and i7 no~v dropped' to 

en·-~·:- .... a month. rrhoso figures show tho 
throu~h the thrip pest. Vlfe can 

whet the lms through pests would be 
in other indu,tries controlled bv the clonart-
mcni~. If the department ' curb' this 
rarticnl·- r di ,: :1sP a;;; IYPll tts , and 1 '0-

vcnt thcn1 fro:n f'rn·0arling, it 1Yi11 be doing 
wondc,rfu] \vork fnr tllo Stale. Thoro are 
di~-0:1~0:;; \vhicl1 break out in the pig industry. 
I hope that tlw Bill which was brought for
ward io deal with this matter will proH' 
sncccs,:;;fnl and fulfil our anticipations. ~1anv 
things arc necessary to irnprove our si"ocl~·. 
3.'Ian~~l people srll tock nlcclicilH2J to dair.\' 
farrn•?r but the ordinar:v p;'rson cloo8 not 
know ·whC'thcr the,v arc pnre or 110t. 

It " the same with r0gard to th" 
quack medicines which the ordinary person 

hnvs. I understand, too, that there are many 
~.tock n1odicines being sent ont to dairy 
faruwrs. The farmer does not know whether 
thc•v wiil bonolit his stock or be the means 
of lntroducing other disens0s. If the depart~ 
mcnt can remedy that evil in any way I 
think it should reudor the necessary assist
ance. It is not pos•,ible to get the ordinary 
cbiry farmer to apply to the department for 
advice. If the benefits that I have suggested 
can be given without increasing taxation 
they should be given. Sorno good is being 
done, but I clo not like the idea of increasing 
trtxation. 

The GH1\ TRMA ~ : Order ! The hon. mem
ber has exhausted the time allowed hir.1 
under the Standing Orders. 

:\Ir. CLAYTOX (Wide Bay) [5.20 p.rn.]: 
I would liko to take this opportunity of 
thnnking the Secretary for AgriccJlture and 
l1i~ o[Ii('crs for ihe lli<UlY kiuJncr::3es I lw.ve 
n'Ct'iYed at the departm~cnt during the past 
year in connection vvith rnutters relating to 
my own electorate. I would fllso like to say 
that \Ye farn1ers apprPciate Ycry 11lttcll the 
tnonthly journal which is is~u<;;d by tho 
Dcll&rtrncut of .. A_gdcult.ure. :;\;lany faxrners 
in my district appreciate the interesting 
matter conta,inl'd in the journal, v;hich is 
very helpful to them and tm:..:ouragcs the!n 
in the i rcn.t~ncnt of disease ~u1cl other HgTi
cultural practice. 

I \fish to spc J.k rnore particularly in con
nection wilh the dairying industry. L~nfor
tunately, Qucen:"land's rnilk production per 
cow does not cornpnrc fayouutb:y \vith that 
of some of the other States and other conn
tries of the world with which \YC have t0 
compete on tbe British markets. A great 
cJc,ill more should be done \viih the object 
of improving tho milk production, and for 
that purpcse information should be provided 
for n1en e:ngaged in the dairying industry. 
Tusiruction and ndYicc could bn givcH to 
llE'll1 as to the n1orc scientific n1cthods to Le 
t!:'it~d in tht~ industry. 1 adrnit that n1uch of 
o~ll' troubl0 r._s •·eiards 1ni!k produ'"tion is 
due to thP largeness of the a::_·ca~ which <-ue 
IJSC'·cl for dajrying purpose::::, tlw rc.:l!dt of 
\rh1ch is that the 1nattcr of fodder consc~r
\·ation is 11ot studi{'d as it -~" ould be if \VC 
<."L'l"C forced to cultivate certflin arcn,s in 
order to carr;; on the indnstry. vVo aro 
tradin6 on our natural advantages, wiih th1~ 
l'nult that the production per cow is not 
in1proY.i11g 11ol·roYAr. in n1anY r1i tri.cLs 
\ -hich arc ocrupicd nta.inly b:: gr:'lzj,_~rs \Yith 
bcof cattle a fe1 of them bring in their 
beef to milk, and the s1:nall return 
Lhc7 rr tcndC'ncy to r0ducc t.hc <l Yer-
<1 n production obtained £ron1 purc-
l~;~(~c1 <'nHk. Th<lt is to a lan:::c extent 
re~-J10ll~iblc for the ]ov; 1nilk prod~~et.ion per 

lf stati:'tics \Y('H' ollta1ncc1 fr01n scnne 
rnorc· cxc.•llent hr~·cds tiHtt arc Lc1nrr 

in the jndusi ry, the position \Yonld b~ 
I lwYr alwavs c >l!tDJ·dccl that 

of the i1nprovcnl;nt thnt has bt~en 
in thC' d,airying indn;;;try has been 

dnc to thP a ~~lstanro r0nderc -1 h.v the A gri
t ultural Sho·w Societi0s, whi·ch are very 
nUPH•rous throughout QueensJaJJd, and havo 
had an ('l!Or~nous influeuro npoD. the pro
grc~~ _of the Indw:;tr,:-.r and th.~ itnproYmncnt 
of don·y cattle. It is unfortunate that the 
GoYcrnmcnt this ~-ca'r ha Yo not seen their 
way to consiclN t,he restoration of the sub
sidy that has been given to those societies 
in years past. 

Jir. ()Zayton.] 
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It is a!oo unfortunate that periodical dry 
spells are experienced in Queensland, so that 
frequently our pastun'ci arc in 1na-l:V 
instancei:i OYl'l"btockcd. Inuncdiately u good 
SC'ason is cxpcrieuccd the fanners cndcaYour 
to raise .as n1any of the calves produced by 
their good rows with the re,ult that they 
bccmnc OY('l'Stockcd in a VL'l'Y .~hart tiUH\ 
and when a dry srcl! COlllE'S they begin (o 
lose their stock--very often their best 
rnl lkcr~-·-vd1ich brin g·s a tre1nerHlous ] ass not 
only to the clair: rww himself but to the 
v;lwle State. I arn of the opinion that rnon\ 
scim;tific methods mu l be rrdopted in tlw 
ccnduct of the dajrying indusiry. 

The an~n!.gP dair~·Llan \Yho cloPs not adopt 
srit'nlif'tr' rnethods ctocs not secure the rnaxi
nrur!l fJnJdUc1iO.tl per C 1\Y, rfL' C<ll1ll0l CX11C'Ct 
10 oh,ain the tuaxirnEHl pro_luctiun i( he 
alJ1 tlH; bllll to J'Ull fl'ccly -,\·ith the COhS. 
i\J lwtl• ,. procluctiou could be s"cm·ed if 
tLP Lull were cudo:-:u1 and a rcgi~ter were 
kept showing the date of calving and the 
date whPu the CO\Y should be h:tl\:cn o..-c:r for 
bcn·ico again. The rnaxi .. mu 111 production 
will certainly not be obt2_incd if the cow 
is allowed to get in u1lf again fi \ o weck.'5 
aft(•r the date of calYing \vhieh occurs ycry 
frequently \Vith quite a llLllnLcr of dair,~ rllPll. 

It is quit.c a sirnp1e rnattt•r to f~_•nce off a 
smn 11 area adjacent to the cowyarcl, eo that 
these rnattcrs eau bP bandied in a rnOl\' 
.;cioutific vvay vvith a Yiow to greater produc
tion per co\v. 

Another matter of vital importance to the 
dairyman is the question of the conservation 
of fodder. The department is quite prepared 
to assi?.t the dairsrnen \vho arc vvilling to 
crc~·t, sLos for the purpo::e, and l a111 qu~te 
satt.ollf cl that tho shortage of fodder supplies 
In dry penocl3 could l.Jo overcorno hv the 
consen-alion of fodder on tho farm rfuriwc 
sea o:1s of plenty. Field-; of 1naizo and othe~~ 

cro1Js could lJe converted into ensila.ge 
would be of innucnsc vnlue dur;11u· dr · 
and it is unfortunate> that. greater t~fcrt:-' 

an~ not d~rPctod to this cud. It is e.'~s ntial 
tl1at. the fanuc~:~ slwuld c-;n~orvc a:; u1u.:::h ha·,· 
a tiu•y po ~ihiy ('ill1. Tht:Y sllOldd Hut u·e 
content with a single stack ·but should build 
mCJrc <Jnd n1ore stacks. This v.-onlcl ob vi JL~ 
th(~ J;ecc:, it~c c f havi11g to dl'Q',·c ya,]uab1r• 
stock to. relief c:ouutry frcrn tiruc to tin1o, 
fron1 1-vlnch rnan_y do not retun:. l)crhar•) 
man::· yenrs of effort hayc b(~::~n expcnc_ktl in 
the clovelopmpnt of a_. ntlnable dair\· hc:rd, 
a11d li is of tLe utn1ost in~porhnwo" to th(' 
dair . ...-ing industr:,T thut fodder be con-:er \.("{ 
t-:) tnainiain such herds intact. 

It i~ pien-.:ing to notf' ~hat t'\-crv u ,·si',l-ancr_~ 
is being gi rcn -t'J. the dairvnwn jn" tl~c rrHtt 1:cr 
of fwrcl-tc·:tlng I hn.Yc :h\a\':) Lcet1 a finn 

. lJclic•n-r in the policy of }Jcrd-te~tillg, because 
I ceuld lli~Ycr ~'.::8 the Wi'5d0111 of r~('{Jing a 
u· dt'.-)S cow whcu it could Lo culled b-.-- th~~~ 
llJ.f't.hocl of tc•·ti11g. I--Ien1-tcstiug Yer-y oftlu 
drscloc-:es tha.t tnany unprofitable cov·s ~re. 
running in the herd. The\- COlJSlllne as rnu-:h 
feed as a profHtJb1e cow, }1erhaps rnorc~, nnJ 
by ih0 adoption cf scientific methods r·t.:d,nrc~ 
can lJt-" CO!L.;;rrYcd bv the C'li1nlnatior~ of un-
rrofit.aL!c CO\\·s. 

0 

At 5.29 p.m .. 
Tll8 C:l!AllUIAN rr'umed the chair. 

}I r. CLAYTON: I staL•d on a previoas 
occ sion---I arn under the itnpr( s;.iou tl:at 
tlu' _\Iini~t<'r pron1i"ed to give effect to n1;," 
1- :opo .d· that the tcachc1 s in the i:lhi e 
s hools should be given tuition .in ht~~._.d-

["llr. Clayton. 

testing at t•:chnical college' or butt:t he·· 
torics .. '-'0 tlu.tt. tlwy 1night itnpart ihl' knoYv
lrcl>rc to the ehildrc.•. The chirln·ll 'oulr! 
t}H "I;_ be of great a""'i-.t·lnc-e to tlH'ii· ::arn1Jts. 
Tfw tirnc und mo;1l'Y cf the 
\YOu Id be saYcd if th(; chilJ.ren \\ c,:_·e 
test the herds of their par' nts. TJ,;, wou!d 
Le bcucflcial to th0 dairying indt~'-'iry as a. 
,,·hole. If, after tp:-:ting a }Jl>rd. jt i~ found 
that sotnc arc net giYiug a prolita1llc: r0Lurn 
thPrc i_.::, a very con\·t•ni~ :lt nlC'tlwrl of dt'aiing 
with tlH•Ill. a.nd that is Ll.'-' spayl11g. In the 
cour~e of tirne thc~.-.,e coo,~·s will L•tten 
allcl c:tn be sold to butchc-r. rrhat 
upcratiun caH LL' earried our succ'~·falJ."· by 

fannc-r \Yho has nn.Y k.nowlcdgt' of stodc 
It a method of culling the lwrd. and get· 
tiug ··on-::e return at the san1e time. 

If n1easure.:. such as I havo snggc ,tcd \Yel"f:7 
adoprl'd \YO ,,·ou1d get a 1nuch lllOl'P eYen 
n turn thruughout the year fron1 our dairy 
her·ds. ..An unfortunate cireumstancr in the 
n1 rkctiug of onr butter oYcrst L:J i·;., thP fact 
th>t dtHing the nHnrncr nwnth:-. v;o have 

in n bundancP, hi le in the winter 
SU]lpl ics greoti,- cl::dinr. The short

of ~uppliP) durir~g the wintf'r period 
Eot cna1:d:.:; us to nwintaiu a c-ontinuity 

of eupplics on the London mnket. It is 
UJO.:::t unfortunatt' thnt \VP should have a vcr'f,T 
lar.c~c muuuut of buttt'r to L.'~!JOJ'1 in onC 
p,-, t•Jcl ot the .'-car, ,;nd theH p;·ac,;, ally go 
c fY the mru·ln:t until supplin n re antilablo 

\V(' loa; cnntlct with ovr clients and 
foreign countries to exploit tho 

nlnrkct 1n~ ha\·c been snpplying. 
1 trust th.e }tinistnr will gi \'e v< ry se ;·ions 

cml'idcration to the mattc'l's I have brought 
bcfmo him. I speak as a practiral dairy
lPan. I ha\~(~ giYcn rny vii..'\VS on ru1111i1;g a 
tL:,ir~v on rnJro ~cic~njfic li~ws. I trust they 
\o:i]] lc-td tu grc.atr:>r encourag:lneJJt c.unong;:;t 
d tir.nucn, a d thet the :',liJCi tcr thrcugh 
hi_; of!!cer',, ·will do so1nothing· aloug the 
l1LPS suggP tr<1. lf so, dairynwli 111ight be-
( carry on opcratio~1s along 

1ine::- thn11 ih~'Y are following 
prc:-;eut t irnc. 

].lr_ FC~\X?;LL (Hri"!nru) [5.33 p.rn.]: 
Flj ~L I de~irc to concrc.:tnlate ihP )linJ,,ter,. 
tl1c 'CwJ~r ~ cret:trv. all(1 tJ1c of the 

~rtn1 llt for ti1C. Y( :..·v c ,rork 
;('"',',_ d dur~llg' the pa:st V ye 11'. The l"C'[JOrt 

r< ~1:C·Et co11tains a fu-Jd of infor-
can be 011 to tbt~ 111an 

on l'i',~ Lu;d, including agriculturi tho 
~.d tlw fruitgr0 1 \ cr. Tbi..3 

is ,ilc re suL of .accun11tl- t cl lxperi
cn: (' ot tLe dt~p:.trtnH:nb=d tc"h11ical offic._:rs, 
•~- the ex ~l'll nt \H)J·~- pt:rfonul J iJ.,· ~be 
iL lkf:tor:-: ( , er a nu1ubel' of :-·r '.tr:.. J.Iany 
of c_lul· proOHCl'fS fully appreciate the re ~uarks 
('Or:tcc!::{'d in the n•port in reft'rclv~.: u) ihe 
pT,-Jt vnt·ipty of inJustries <_kalt wjtb. 
The acJ,-i, :' it cooL: ins tend., 110t only to 
pl'l-~('!'Ye d1c \vc.uJth prod tu t iou of 
1 ht: land, Lut it. 'rhc prod:.o.ccr in 
tlH· rcniGtf' pa1·ts of the S.t~u \Yelcornes 
i11fonnat!on of tbis kincL I-Ie i~ cnab]e to 
~Lud~ il nnd put it i1 to practice \Yhen n ces
~ :r.v. I fi.rod clurin~ 1ny travels throughout 
the Stutc that tlw a cl 'Tice tenderrd b·; the 
>!..lrpartnlCIJt i~ fully .appreciated. · 

I rose I<cttticnlarl0- to g·iye an emphatic 
clcnirrl io the stntomcnt made bv the hon. 
llll'lllLcr for .1\IurilL.t coHecrning · the sugar 
iJ.du.,trv. Tl.e action of the Federal Gov-ern
Il'.r-nt {n fllah:i1:g- a vicious attack on the 
~ug.ar iHdU:::,iry, as \Yell as scYora1 other 
rniuwry and secondary ir:dustrics in thi& 
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-.~tatc, has been discussed at great length 
on a nmnbcr of occasions. Through the 
aetion of the l<'pdoral Government a reduc
tion \\'as brought about in the price of sugar 
oi ~d. per lb. I hold very definite views 

the ,ubject. If fuller con,idel'-ation had 
giYt~n h:'-~ the Federal Governrncnt to 

what method should have been adopted to 
1rinrr about this reduction, l a,m convinced 
that

0

tlwv "ould have dccidec] that it should 
havc becu burne by those beet able to bear 
it. If correct infonnation could b(' obtained 
frorn tlh~ ravv rnilh~1s and rc£iucrs it would 
be found that the whole, or the greatest part 
of the ~d. per lb. reduction in th" pt'ico of 
sugar to Hw consurncr, v>hicb I gladly wel
·come, could have been borne by these 
1ntcrcsts. 

1 take tho opportunity of rderring uow 
to the statcrnent Hltule bv tlH~ hon. IllCJnbcr 
for Murilla, who co:npi:Cim·d that the re· 
ductjon ln the vriC'l~ of sugar W<b lloi, fairly 
borne bv scL·t:o:Js in the i.:du Tho 
hon. ·~ quite i .. con·c:ctly i }· 
\Yorlu'rs in the industry \\'Cl'~ 110L iL 

rcJ.L:ciion in \Yugts, but tluL1: the tt,tal n•ctL•~·
tion IYH;-) bei11g bonw by ~l!e l!roducer. 1 n 
actual fact, the lndust"nal Court a\\'ard 
t)lplicaLle to the industry iiupo:-:;L·d a recluy
tlou fron1 tla~ h,t .July la:3t of 3:'. P'-'r 1n~ck 'dl 
the ,,-ages of :-ugar-!ielcl work('J' a propor
tiora.tc reduction in the hour}~· nuc of BU,!.,'Ul'

mill workl~r:;, and a n:-dnctiot1 of 3d. 1v::-r 
tc_,n in cutting 1·ate-. It is onl:,- fair that J 
"hould give a strenuous denial to the incor
rect ~tatc·nH:nt n1adt' Lv the lwn. nlPIHLt .._· 
for J\lurilla, in order that the rcoplo Pia, 

kno\Y thP inH' position. l have extuu iy,~ 
kr.·owlcd-;·e of 1h:s iudu::.try, 110t only .r1 

~uccn-land Gut also in N er~· South \~\\Je . .;, 
\-du cc, of cuul'~l~, th<~re are on l:_v three strHd 1 
.mill- and considerably ffY\\ el' P~ oplc are er:n
t1loyed ti1an -iP. QnPl'nsland. Tlu~re, howe\·er, 
d~u 1-rorker.;; hnYC! su£-fcrccl all l \Ten greater 
rcdndion in IY:lgT" than 1s tlJc Jro:-::itjon 1r1 

Tlw bulk of tho industrv ;, 
en on 1n QtH't'Jl...: 1 aud, .aJJd Jl!Jtil ilh' l'\.'t~lt'd 
oi a Labour CoYt'rntncnt jn 1915 Lh(~ in< 1llS
u·:· \Y<L:J vractically rno:1opoliscd by the 
Colonial Sugar Hef'ming Conlpan.v, LirnitecL 
thl' 1\.-I-illa{l\-lill Sngar Compa!1:·, Li~nitcd, a11d 
t.;o or t!Jrcr' omallc-r {'Omprmics. At that 
ti·Hc the fanner d!J not know the conveni
t•ncc of a tPlcphonp or a rnotor car; as a 
ntaitcr of fact., his farn1 waq merely a piece 
of lnlld !"urroundPd b.v Jnurt~-Tagt:- '· Through 
the efforts of t.he {~ue?nsland Labonr CD
\'f'rl1ll1C'llt t lJC iuclnstry hrrs bc-'C·ll de-veloped 
to a rowH rka [,](' and to-clay the pro-
ducr-r i" and re-asoi able prir,, 
for hi~ c.uL, a l~ctu rn for 
la1-~onr er inve~ted 1n 
indn-;t1~.\·. 

-~\Tr•1ttlon l1n~ 1;ecn n~allt' of thP 44-honr 
1-VC('k. inlcrpl'etat;on of a " fanner" 
i5 that if: a HHtn \vho G\Vll h-is own ]and 
and ~yorks it vvith his own labour, except 

tlH' hort period ~'<hen harY0st}ng Op('ra-
arL' 1H'ing carried ou1-, n11cl I clniu 

that no undue hardship~ lw.Yc been i1npo Pd 
011 -Ll1c sugar farmer b:_v Tndustrial Conri 
a\nll'cl ; and H1c 44-hour \Y0Pk doe';:; not aL_ect 
th·~ fnrnH l'. Tbc largpr ho1dcr in the indn~h·~· 
-ihe pcr~on or cotnpan:- ,,·ho empJoy~ lal)OL~r 
all the year round-i:s n1oro or lc'ss a sp:'CU
iator, and is en1ploying labour to :-bo··" n 
proflt. Tbe s1nal1 farrnPl' in the sugar indns· 
try appreciates the legislation which Labmn 
GovcmnH nts ha,·e cnuctcd to assist him, be
,cause as a result he enj0ys a standard of 

comfort ihat is comparable with thnt ot 
a11.Y other fanner in tht' State. VV e recaJI, 
too, thP t'fforts of the Labonr GovernmPnt 
in building r<:Lilwav.s and road~ to :\orth 
Queensland rc~sultin~g in ihc opening up of. 
a va~:;t area of conntrv en which IYG have 
thrl Ying town~ hips .a.nd ·- hurHlrcds of farnH-'rs. 
~~oreoYer, the Labour Goycrnrnent provided 
central ~ugar-1nills and broke down tho cmn~ 
petition of privatt; sugar-tuillers. ThP cane 
fal'Illl'l'S of this State han' had all this bene
ficial ar:d ~,Yll1path0tic lPgislatinn front 
Labour 1 ·while no such legislat·iou has becu 

for the sugar producer3 jn ~ew South 
The thrc" mills operating in Xe ,. 

Soulh \Y.-.Ies ar0 owned bv the Colouial 
Sugar Hcfin;ng Corupa11y, L·-td. Thf' --ug-.a1· 
Lumcrs and 1vorker' thNo have had to 
y,;_ect in confprcnco IYith the Colonial Sugar 
HeJ-ining Cnrnpan.v, Ltd., t~ecun~ thP be::..t 
p' .:: 't-J-]{' pric<:J for their cane. 'They havo 
LC'Vf'r had th< necp~sary L gi.-;lativf~ protection 
of any GoYennJ~t'nl in ~C'IY Scnth \Yale' 

Prioe to Labour comin~ into office in 
Queensland the cane fa·nner hirnsP1£ had 
Yen: little sav in the indu~trv. Years 
bef~rC', IYbon h1.ack labour \Yas L(·lnpl~ye-d, 
what valtw was placed upon sugar lands:_ 
It ls only b ·cause the cane farrnPr gt·ts u 
fai ,. and roasonable r0turn for l1is labour, 
which h,, did not enjoy prior to Labonr's 
con1ing iuto oftic<~ in 1914, that sugar l('.uds 
ha YC increased in Ya1uc. The industry, 
although snffl'·ring frorn over-production, i~ 
still a profitable industry, and is giving the 
c tr:e farn1('r.s and oihor.s engaged in it ,t faT r 
ancl reasonable standard of li\ring. It is one 
?f the n1o?t lmpnrt.ant industries operating 
1n ~-\ustralu1. lt gJvt·s vest mnplo_yn1c-nt to 
the workers. It has been the m< ans of 
lOI\'ll:JhipB being built ur:: in the sngar area.~ 
with tbriving bus1n(~~-;es, and it has la.rgdy 
contributed to increa:;;cd ~railway and sh·iP
ping freights. It has boeu p1:ovcrl i o be 
deserving of the consideration nnd sunporr. 
a· cordc<l to it by Labour, and the p!;esent 
L~o,-ernrncnt desire to continue that support. 

I 1nake this ;; tatc-rnent in ans\Yer to the 
q:.Ir stiou of hon. HH'tnbers opposite as to 
1>:hrrt rl1P Labour GoYornnwnt have 'lone 
for \he· n1c11. on ihe la.nd. One could go on 
quotlng what Lahour hn.s don<\ not only for 
1 ht' ;;:;ugar producE:'rs but abo for those in 
otl.tPl' i11du~irit>s. I do uot know of any 
bcttl'l' PxarnpJe of socjalisation of indu.;;b·v 
tlwn . what has t-aken place in tlw suga'r 
Jndm~u·y. It is a true illu~tration of \;}wt 
ran b~ don(· undQl' lc~·islation to pro\·idu 
J·!1at a1J engaged in the industrv receive a 
L1ir and l'l'H:-;onuble r·-~turn for" the J,-thour 
alld capital inYcsted therein. 

~Ir. HOBERTS (R·rd 1'or:.u·oontbu) [5.46 
p.111.]: I clid 11ot J1l'OlJ~y·e tu ~peak on this 
vote, bnt after h0aring the hon. tncmbm· for 

)"PSiC'rda;·, :tnd tbe llOil. mc"tnbor 
to-clay, I 11 ish io pf1int out the 

}10 il ion thc.v haY(' adopted. 

ThP ;::blh:ments of the hon. n1CP!Ll'r for 
Brisbane as to wbat th-is Gon'J'JJnlOnt h::tYC 
dnno for Lhe nH'll on the land is not COJTccL 

Ro fn t' a:" 111:: kno\vlcclge goes. and I tan 
r]airn to iw \-P a reasonable experience of the 
country districb. ~\s I have listf'nod to the 
rain which has been falling· t!nring tho 
"·eck. for instance. I ha H' chought of the 
position in the country distrids where they 
v. ,1nt sunshine. I realise what it rnenns to 
tho<c men on th" land who. aftc'r months of 

JJir. Robe1·ts.] 
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labour arc nov,; uncertain as to ''"hcthcr thev 
will b'e able to gather their crops. Last 
Saturda~ ctop after crop m the D-rayton 
and T0owoomba distnct was utterly 
destroyed by heavy storms. Those are COll

ditions to which the workers whom hon. 
members talk about looking after are not 
subjected. They may find difficulty in 
obtaining employment, but they have not 
got tho anxiety >Yith reg-ard to the gather
ing of the crops that the men on the land 
have, who if they cannot harvest their c-rops 
are ldt without wages. The inclu·.otrial 
worker, however, is assured of ever~y adYan
tage conferred by the awards of the Indus
trial Court. The primary producer toils and 
toils, but seldom reaps. Wha: has the Sec
retm-y for Agriculture done for these me11 
on the land? He has almost been cursed 
uphill and down dale in certain districts for 
the penance ho has imposed upou them. 
During the last couple of weeks meetings 
ha Ye been held in my own electorate to 
protest against the interfcreuce of the Go
vernment by legislatiYc enactment with 
their respective industries. If you go into 
the library you will see in the Toowoomba 
" Chronicle" that two meetings ha.-e been 
held in my own electorate aHd two in the 
electorate of the Leader of the Opposition 
and ot,Jwrs in other districts. The farmer~ 
have held thesc meetings of protest, and 
ha.-e taken up the attitude of refusing to pav 
th·· ta~cs. I hope they will not persist. A 
largo bundle of postal notices have been sent 
out. "\Yhat for? To tell 500 people that 
they have not sent in returns that are 
required in respect of their bulls. Thov 
ha\c lw~~n ordered to prry Ss. registratioll 
foe each. Only this afternoon I received a 
letter from a man in my district, who says-

" Please fmd enclosed circular which 
I received on Tuosda -c. Also a. card for 
registering bull, fee" 5s. Now, sir, I 
have not got the 5s. to pay it. .As you 
know, about twouty months ago I got 
all my paddocks burnt out, and thoro 
was Ho 'cason to malm the fcecl grow up 
to about two months a·co. 'rh0n the 
storm and hail that we got last Satur
day f'hoppcd and . vva."-hcd 111~v potato,,~, 
down towards Bnsb<.1 ne, w ashL:d tlu·rn 
noarly all aw.ay." 

That is ono of many complaints that I have 
hac!. 

I have followed the legislation passed bv 
men who adopt<'d tlw same met hods a' th~ 
present G ovcrnment ove,r fourteen .vears. 
and I know that the conditions of men or; 
the land are woree now th011 they were 
before that reaJme Those methods aro 
going to be rcp~atcd. 

I ha vc heard a good deal about pigs in 
ihe course of this debate, and I would like 
to sho":- from the report of the Department 
of Agriculture and Stock, the progress that 
1s being nutdn in tbat inclustrv. Manv 
peorllo nre intorc"tccl in tl1c pig i~dustry i~ 
Queen~land. und mueh greflter strides iutve 
been made here than in a nv other State of 
the Common wealth. The " report of the 
Senior Inspector in Pia- Raisino· on parre 
38 of the departmental r"po,rt, c,shov\'s 'the 
number of pigs in the several States of th~ 
Commonwealth in the years 1925 to 1931 
loth inc'usivc. I do not intend to read th~ 
11 hole cf the table. I take tlw years 1925 

fJ!r. Hol!crts. 

and 1931. The table shows that in those 
years the nurnbers were-

1925. 1931. 
)Jew South Wales 382,331 335.846 
-victoria 339,601 286,780 
Queensland 199,598 222,686 
South Australia 90,794 109,780 
IV estern Austrlaia 74,316 120,521 

It will be seen that the number d pigs in 
.0rew South \Va!Ps increased during that 
period by only 3,515, and in Victoria there 
\Yas a decrease OYer the same neriod of 
52.321. whiL1 in Qucrn~land 1h~ nnn1Ler 
inercesccl by 23,088. South Australia shows. 
an increase of 18:986, \\ lulst \Y estr'rn ...:.\..us
tralia is the State to comnare best with 
QuE endand, :•ho\~~-i ug an inc~'Ca 'C' o~ ~6:205. 
In the production of bacon and pork 
Que"nsland can more than hold its own. 
Reference has been made to the introduc
tion of tho white pig. On page 41 of the 
rt' )Ort the in:-.poctor ~tate8-

" British breeds of pigs arc in prin
cipal demand in Quecn,;land, and in the 
Large White and :\Iiddle White, Tam
worth, and Berkshire breed some very 
choice animals are available. and numer
OLts pedigree herds ha.-e , been estab
lished." 

I notice that in a:l these rcpor(e white pig.;. 
are dealt with, but it will be noticed that 
pig,; which this State has stood bv are well 
lo the fore. The deyelopment of" an export 
trade in bacon and pork is nothing new in 
Queensland. I came across a very old letter 
dealing with this phase of primary produc
tion, but it is unfortunate that the date 
should be torn off. It is a very old record, 
probably twenty years old, bnt it shows that 
in those davs private individuals wore pre
pared to make an effort to stabilise the pig 
industry without any a:3sistance '\Vhatever 
from GoYernments. The letter is addressed 
to Me· 'l'S. T. G. Robinson and Co., a com
pany that \Va:~ carrying on bm;;;ine~~s in Too-
wcomba at that time. I desire to pay a. 
compliment to Mr. Robimon. If anyone has
clone anything in the interests of the man 
r.n tlw land on the Darling Downs it is thi& 
t;entleman. He was not an expert but he 
was a n1an \vith practical knov.'leUge, and he 
ntili~('d hi:-; kno\Yll'dg<' for 1hc L nt>iit of th~· 
primary producer. This letter was written 
to him probably hventy years ago, in the· 
early clays of the l\1urarrie factory-

" As _vo,r appear to be largely inter
ested in this lino, we cm not do better 
tlnn give you the full text of what our 
friends write on the other side in resnect 
to Queensland pigs. vVe r''ay state that 
0nr agents are the best distributors on 
the other sirle. Thev h:wc a most exten
sive connection of ·their own. and this 
particular lino is ono ·in which thev are 
thoroughly up to date. They handle all 
the Americcn pork (\Yhich is probably 
now in disfa,~our to the advantage of 
Australian), consequently shippers wi!F 
havf' thPir qnods placed strnight. a\vrty at 
bc:-:.t prices h~ c"'\.perts. An:vv . .ray, we kno\v 
for fl fact they have obtained !d. a lb. 
more than others for stuff sent by the 
san1P ship. 

" Thcv write as follo1Ys in respect to 
some of the heavy weights, 120 to 1b0 
lb.:-

' \Vo are pleased to say that the 
pigs turned OtJt in an exceedingly satis
factory condition, quality very good 
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indeed. We had quite a number of 
buyers inspecting them. and finally 
disposed of the whole shipment at 5~d. 
One manufacturer reports as follows :-

·"I split the Iligs ibis rnorning; 
from the look of the pigs I feared 
they would cut fat, but on opening 
them both myself and foreman were 
surprised at the amount of lean meat. 
If they grow pigs of this class in 
Queensland there is a sure fortune 
for whoever gets in there first. I 
am curing some sides in pickle for 
rolls. and others as vViltshire sides. 
vVe have no pigs here showing the 
same arnount of lean uwat for "'\voight 
of the pig. These samples will beat 
be"-t Cnna.diau ll(-·1-fr·cl fr'r l('fllliH'SS. 

and I think even beat Danish." ' 
"'Tho? abcvc p1g·" "f'rc consi~~ned to us 

at Murarrie whore we took charge of 
them antl had them slaughtered for 
ls. 6d. per head, and frozen and packed 
ready for shipment for another ~d. per 
lb. The freight to London is about 
9/16 of a penny. Our agents can do with 
monthly shipments of 1,000 pigs or more, 
and as vve rnake advances, say. up to 3d. 
per lb. on frozen weight, shippers are 
not long out of their capital. The 
surplus is handed to them in about four 
n1onths, when \Ve receive account sales. 

" Yours faithfully, 
"For vVebster and Co., Limited, 

"F. GREEN." 

I have read that letter to show that at all 
times private individuals have been prepared 
to do their best to stabilise industria, with
out anv assistance frorn Govcrnrnents. I 
only w;sh that we had more men of that 
type to-day. It is unfortunate that the 
legislation which is introduced by Gmern
ments to-day tend to make individuals rely 
on Governments for support rather than upon 
themselves. iVe seem to have forgotten the 
days when individuals were prepared to do 
their lwst for tlH' countrv without regard to 
Government assistance. Hon. members oppo
site should try to recognise that men with 
capital are entitled to a reasonable return, 
and that they should not be harassed by 
unfair Industrial Court decisions. If hon. 
member,, opposite would only look at the 
matter in that light there would be fewer 
disturbances in inilustry. 

I do not conH~ Ye>ry n1uch jn contact \ViLh 
the officers of this department. That may be 
my tnjsforturw, but when I ha ,~c had occasion 
to ,deal witn them I haYe found. as is ahvays 
noticeable with officers of Government dcpart
n1ent:;.;. that thov are alwa\·s courteous and 
considerate. I 'compliment' the c!er,artment 
on the interest it is taking in the pig and 
calf clubs attached to schools in the country 
areas. These clnbs are now coutro1lt. d bv 
tho Department of Pn blir Instruutior;. 
Rcccntlv in two centres in rnv <·lcctorate T 
had occasion to visit sehools where calf clubs 
were in operation. The department was 
considerate Pnough to rnako one of its 
off-icers available to assist in the insncction 
of the work done. I "as astonished· at the 
knowledge those school children wore oblain
ing in connection with the dairy cow. They 
were able to gi..-e an instructive lecture to 
tho parents and others interc•Med in the work 
of the school. It occurred to me that uncJcr 
t.bis tuition thev could rcallv start Jif,_· at a 
point whore their fathers· wore flilishing 

after many years of very hard toil. Jt 
is of considerable importance to this Stats, 
particularly as we aro a prirnary producing 
State, that we should instil into these chil
dren a desire to stay where they have been 
accustmrwcl to live, that is, in the counti·y, 
and not in the towns or city. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULf1Ji<l~ 
(Hon. F. \Y. Bulcock, Barcoo) [7.3 p.rn.1: As 
I said last year, I am gratified to notice 
that the work being don" l:>y my departm<ent 
is, ·with fe1v exceptions, appreciated not only 
by hon. members but also by the people 
outside Parliament. Certain hon. members 
told this Committee that this is the most 
important department of State. With all 
duo respect to other departments I rather 
"greo with that viewpoint, bocausr; I aeo· 
no immediate futuro before Quecnsl<tn~t 
t>xccpt that future associated with primary 
production. As our futuro necc sarily 
materially lies in tho direction of the pro
secution of successful agricultural I1Ursnit~.:;, 
it is obvious that my department has a very 
grave duty to discharge to the people of 
this State. It can be said without fear of 
argument that the officers of my dE'part
nwnt aro zealously and loyally discharging 
their duty. 

During the debate some question was 
raised about tho relative value of scientifio 
education and practical agriculture. Certain 
hon. members have affected to despise the 
individual associated with the more or less 
scientific side of agricultural production. 
We have gone through a big gamut of 
expression in this regard. The ex.Sccretary 
for Agriculture, the hon. member for Coo· 
roora, paid a very glowing tribute-very well 
deserved-to the expE'rienced technical officers 
of the department, but the hon. member fo,. 
Murilla had apparently nothing but con
tempt for the man whose work he does not 
understand and makes no effort to understand. 
Between these two schools of thought-on 
the one hand a dceiro to eulogise tho work 
of the scientific staff and on tho other hand 
a de~irc to condernn undcservedlv the \YOrk 
of that staff-is a very wide gap, and hon. 
members might orient their minds in tho 
right ·direction ancl realise that the true 
1vork of those officers of my departmcmt who 
are the technical advisers and resu1rch men 
of the department is to reconcile scientific 
knowledge and agricultural practice. It is 
true that they can tell people what to do, 
but il is equally true that they cannot make 
thcrn do those 1hings; but ~o long as wo hu,vo 
a staff of tcchnicirtns who rtre prepared to 
inform lhe people of the most modern 
methods of agriculture, and who arc pre
pared to prosecute research .along the-se lines, 
I have no fear for the future of agriculture. 
I belic'vo that, generally speaking, on the
cultural side our practices are sound, but 
there is distinct ovidPnce throughout the 
world-Quecnsland is no isolated examp'e
of whal, might be termed a modern schoor 
of af<ricultural practice and agricultural 
thought. Thi;; new school of agricultural 
practice recognises that science is the hand
maiden of agriculture. It subscribes to the 
doctrine that agriculture is the oldest of the· 
arts and the youngest of the sciences. That 
is abundantly proved, and in every country 
in the world, including Australia, rapid scien
tific development is evident in agriculture
and stock husbandry. In our own sphere the 
Commonweaith Government some few years 
ago recognised the necessity of undertaking 

lion. F. W. Bulcock.l 
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"cientific investigation on definite lines. Tho 
organisation known as tho Council for Scien
tific and Industrial Research "·as founded 
and that organisation has made very material 
and valuable contributions to the wellbeing 
of industry~in agriculture in particular. 
It is necessarv that hon. members generally 
should realise' that practical agriculture is 
dependent upon the work that is being done 
in the fields and in the laboratories, and I 
think the Department of Agriculture in 
Qucrnslaird, if measured by that te·,t, wiil 
be found qLritc capable of favourable com
parison with that in any other State in the 
Commomvealth or anv other countrv in the 
world. " -

During !he time at my disposal I propo,e 
to deal with the various points which lmYe 
been raised bv hon. rnClnbors \vho have con
tributed to u;is debate. Last night the hon. 
member for Murrumbrr, in addressing him
self to this Committee, made what J coneidcr 
was one of the brst contributions made during 
the period that the " Chief Office " vote has 
been under consid(ration. The hon. nletn
ber spoke of the work that is being done by 
Mr. Lcwcock, a pathologist, who is devoting 
his time to the investJgation of problems 
associated with the incidence of disease in 
pineapples. Very valuable work indeed is 
being done by that officer, and it is to the 
creJit of the organlsai ion {'onccrneJ~thc 
pinc<ipple section of the fruit industry--tbat 
it was willing to find some portion of the 
finance ncce~aary to put thls \York in hand. 
I am com<trained to say that I think the o:
Sccrcta.ry for ~_\griculturc f.howed conRider
able ;-ision when he decided that it ,, as 
necessary that this officer should be nppointecl. 
How different. is the viewpoint of the hon. 
mcrnbcr for J\Iurrun1ha from thu vic\Ypoint 
of other hon. nwrnbers opposite "·ho have 
addres-ed thernscln's to this quc,tion! 

1Hr. Foun~: .-I hey b,~long io differc~1t 
period~. 

The SECTIE'fXRY FOR .-\CRICULTuRE: 
If not to diffu·ent periods, at least to dif
fprcllt schools of agricultural tho11g·ht. It is 
1,oticcn blc that the younger rnPrnbers of this 
Par·lianH:nt-I refer to thcrn i11 respect of age 
rath('l' than in respect to pr·Yiod of service 
in Pnrliarnent-are those .,,vho subscribe rnost 
ardently to tlH' new doctrine of agricultural 
prac:ric'~. Th3t is typified by the remarks of 
1-be Loll. rnc'rnbPr for l\Iurrurnba, ·\-vho cou~ 
sider, it right that indllslry should make 
some• contribnbon to the solution of li-.'3 O\Vll 

problern, ancl \Yho did llot grudge the con
triLuti<)n bci1;g rnade by one Rf·ction in that 
direction. Other hem. members opposite, 
acldrc:"'''ir1g then1selvc3 to the prob1en1s of 
agricnliurf' on the rc'scurch side, have sug
gcst:='d that the taxpa~VPr gpncrally should 
pa? fot· all (.hr, bt>ncfih that rc-ult from 
the pl o.;;ccubon of Yt':;c·u·ch work. rrhat ifol an 

\Yroag an.:;dc fl'mn ··,:hlch to view 
question. For jts own preservath)n 

. must bo prepared to boar srm1e 
shn;·c of th" cost of research associated with 
that industry, and because t.haj, is so I 
'<.Ydcnrnc the utterances of the hem. mcn1ber 
for ?riu rl'LUnb;c, for I think they were some 
of the signifir;nnt utterances made 
during course of this dcbuto. 

Some lwn. members have acldresed them
seh·ps to the que ,tion of thrip~more par
ticularly the hon. member for Jl.1urrmnba, 
who raised tho question, and the hon. mem
lwr for G,vmpie, who at a later stagJe 
addrc•ssed himself to that subject at some 

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

lPngth. It is uscle's to pretend that thrip 
i~; not a very grave problon1. If it is not 
satisfactoril:· ·dealt with, I belicn! it will 
ckcimntc the banana industry of Queensland 
,,.nd l\ cw South \V alw. lts ramifications 
a re probably much ,,-icler than \VC suspect 
at the p;·esellt tinH', and it is necessary that 
'" c ~hol!.ld pur~uo undevinti11g- investigations 
into this trouble. It is true that one year 
bng·ging appf'arccl to be sonw rmnody, but 
thP next year thn re ults of bagging were 
h.\' no 1ncans so satisfactory, anll we do not 
b li('YO that b:1.gging js going to be the final 
solution of the problem. It is also fair to 
remark !lwt lhe ilon. member for Gympio 
jntroducPd a deputation to rno and irnvrcsscd 
upon rne the ncceF~ity of doing sonw n·;;;:,earch 
\YOJ"k in regard to thrip, and urged that 
1 should appoint an officer for the purpose. 
r11he question arose as to vvhero I was going 
to got a trained nHln capable of undertaking 
thi, investigation. I asked my chief ofiicers 
tu nan1e an iitdividual who \Vas capable of 
undertaking the work, and finally I was 
told that probably the only man who had 
some knowledg-e of thrip control and w]JO 
had inYestigated the cycle of thrip was then 
doing work in ?\ew Guine><. \Ye got into 
touch with this gentleman by wireless, and 
finally P.uccccdcd in getting his services for 
Quoenslftnd. llo is engaged at the present 
tinlC cxel!t~ivcly ou thrip invo~tigation \1'0l'k, 
nnd from tho conyersations I have had with 
hiu1 I urn sati~fiod that he. iu as::wciation 
\Yith other ofiicers of the riepartmcnt, can 
find a romedv. br1.t that the remedy will 
be very clifiicrilt to discoYer. It is a very 
rual p'roblPin a~~ociateJ wiih a yory Yalu
able industry, and the pro,ccution of tho 
inn'stigation along those linos will be con
tinued until smno solution is found. Banana 
thrip control presents problems not pre
sCJJted bv anv other form of insect infes-
tation. " " 

The hon. mcmbm- for l\Iurrumba raised 
the question of the control of banana dis
l'a~c. and hen• again I "\\ ould ::::ay that the 
hon" mL'mbc•r belongs to the now school of 
thought rather than to that old school of 
thought which rather takes the attitude that 
" God', in his heaven, all's right with the 
v,·orld." The hon. member recognises the 
J~t. "ssit? of taking dra•,tic action to deal 
with thi~ qneRtion of banana disease con
i rol. I rccogni~_,e that uecessity, and if what 
I in certain areas in the Currun1bin 
\ were typical of the existence of 

top. tlJen I can only say that I 
the .-aluc of the legislation which 

\HIS placed on the statut .-book by the 
ex-Seerctary for Agriculture, \Yhich gives 
rnc power to deal with the situation as I 
fi.nd it. I supported hin1 i11 tl1e passage of 
il1c Act. although it involved taxation on 
the people f'onccriH.:d, and gave the Secretary 
for c\griculiurc through this Parliament 
,·cry wide and extensive powers. I believe 
it- t'o be nPec~sary. ~Iy experience adrninis
traiiYclv has shown me the IJocossitv of it; 
but I " to raise this point-that when 
the <Jro~o vd1en I \Yas sitting in 
opposition did not c:Hil at the incidence 
of now taxation, nor -did I cavil at the 
incidence of ne''" taxation when the hon. 
g('ntlcinan brought clo\YTI the proposal to 
i11cr' aso Ycry nJaterially the as::"eJsmcnts on 
stock, because I bcli0ved that it "1s neces
, "rv; I gave him support in that direction. 
I did not cavil whon he proposed to tax 
the humble bee, because I believed it was 
necessary to do so. As a matter of fact, 
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c_luring the lhTee years tbat the hou. Jncrnbc~r 
for Cooroora 'vas Secretary for Agriculture, 
a it hough he brcught dovn1 quite a lllJ-Dlbcr 
of agricultural taxation !llC'-t&ures, •· :Ha.n
s~l rd ,, vrill show that on no occatsion did I 
or 1n 1nLer.:; of 111y party oppose thcn1. \V c 
,,.,-t•re uot generous; v;.ro 'rorc just. 

Let u;.; reverse the situation. Tirnc after 
ti•ne ciuring the debate to-d.av we ho.ve been 
tolu that I have inHicted taxation to the 
·lctrimcnt of the fanning con1munity. 1 
propose on the •appropriate- yote9 to analyse 
tiL.tt taxation to see just ·what is 1ncant; 
[.ut thrc sum total of lees that haYe been 
impo·ed on the agricultural and pastoral 
indE8trics of this State by myself is a 
mere bagatelle when compared with the 
ftc•·. and tttxes that were inflicted during the 
prr-vious tbroe yertrs, \vhen rny friend the 
ex-Secretary for .Agriculture "~s in the 
po,ition that l now occupy. 

Some questions have been raiFiod about the 
nut industrY. I think thoro i~; a rni"'con
cevtlon so far as the nut indu~try is con
cerned. There arc tremendous problems to 
m·ercomc. .As Secretary for .Agriculture [ 
\vant to say f'lnphatically that any rwrson 
who bel icvcs that he can grow nuts by 
Il1Crdy planting them in the ~oi1 is doo1necl 
to disappointment. Ccrbin intcrc ted imli
,·iduals havo adnmced claim to having 
secured good y·~rietios, '.":hich arc reallv of 
a cheap type of nni, ancl ha·.-e been exr)loit
ing them. :\Iany people who planted thesE' 
nut' arc doomed to disappointment. ln 
the first place, the Qucemland nut is 
notoriously untrue to type. You c•.11not rPly 
UfJOil getting trneiH'~' to t:YlJP, and if ,\ ou 
cannot rely on getting 1 hat trueness to type, 
llHH:h vatient inYO~tigation -in )H'Opagation is 
noce3.'-ary. The qurst1on of tlw ]lrodn. tiiJn 
of the nut generally involves the question of 
budding and grafting-. in which t11erc S£'8lll 

to be tremendous difficulties. From rnv 
own experience I haYf' encountcrc•d no trn~ 
to t;. 1)f' nut; no othe-r nut is t:O difficult fo 
propagate .as the Queensland nut. \Vh<•ll 
jllantc'd the nut appeurs to do well for a 
yca.r or ~o and then dj os off. l.\I v oxnL~ri
(~nee i_n this directjon i.'3 not siugulaf. \lany 
P_xpt'l'llllt'rlis hnYc:> bee-n nuuie ,,,ith ou1y P"r
bal succt>:- ,, and IYP arc still .at tbe cxper1-
lncntal stage. , 

SeYcrnl hou. 1ncrnbcrs haY(' 1nade ref('rc•ucc 
to work that is being douc at St. Lucia. 
EYidPntl~.'. sorne hon. n1cmbrr~ arc under 
the irnprcesion that St. Lucia i:::~ rnerclv 
a trrtining farm for boys. That is not th~ 
true position at rtll. I do not propose to 
deal w1th that phase of the question but 
ruthcr with the Lroaclor phase of th~ Cit .. 
Lucia experimental >York. -I ha Ye found it 
TIC'ccs~ary t.o haY~ a plantation pre1)arerl 
under the nnmed1ate control of resp01uib!e 
officPl'R, u.nd ·v c haYo planted an area at 
St. Lncia with different varietico of Queens
land nuts, and there v•e propose to experi
ment >Yith budding and grafting and other 
methods of propagating the nut and other 
problPrns aR:;.ociated ·with the production of 
the 'rop. In addition to that I would 
remind the Committee that one of the terms 
and conditions under which St. Lucia was 
handPcl OYer to my department for fiye 
years by the University was that if that 
institution desired to do any experimental 
\York there facilties would be nla.ced at -it 
dispmal. I am sure the Cum;,Jittoe-parli
cnlarlc- the hon. member for Cooroortt who 
spoke "of the desirability of having an <J~peri-

r.tental farm in close proximitv to the office 
--will agree that St. Lucia D1cots that re
quirnne-ut. The St. Luc1a fann \vas P"tab
li>h<'d to meet that desire on my part and 
on the )Jart o[ the ex-Secretary for Agricul
ture, m order that thoro should bo some 
handy place "~hero cxverimental work of a 
far-reaching character might be done. The 
advantage js; this: That if necc;,sary I can 
send &.n officj r fro1n ihe department out 
ihl~rc in b.YcnL_y n1inut0s to carry out any 
lJCCC·~sary \York. Instead of having cxperi
rncntal fanns scattPn'd ovc r the length and 
breadth of the State, I can <~oncentrat.c on 
e~qJorirnental \Vork cultural. patholorrical or 
othcrwjse, and ca;1 place t~hat \York

0 

in' the 
care of a n1u!l \Yhorn l can trust and \vho~e 
knmdedge I rr sped. For that rertson St. 
Lucia .is di~'-·harging an irnportant and' very 
Yaluablo oblig·ation to th,, de!Jrtrtmcnt llnd 
to agriculturists ge1wrally. 

The hon. member for Murrumba also
raised the que•·tion of the cultivation of 
'"'''tor oi!. He was very interc,ting in the 
hypothes1s that he put forward, bnt I must 
admit that. I do not know anything about 
the cultiYatwn of casto1· oil. The data sub
mitted by . the hon: member is certainly 
worthy of mvestigatwn. l undcr~tand that 
f ~stor o11 is PxtPn~iYcly used in infant prac
tlcc. (Laughter.) I a~~ure tho bon. n1em
bcr that . I will endeavour to investigate 
the '!uestwn f~om the ttnglc' put forward 
by lnn1 _l,,st n1ght, and if there are any 
conlHH'rcial .and economic possibilities in 
what he suggested, we will endeavour to 
realise them. The hon. member also raised 
an in1p?rtant question affecting not only 
cast:or OJl but also quite a number of other 
agncultural products in Queensland. One 
tlnng that confront~ us -is that there are 
many different types of agricultural pro
ducts wl11ch can b' consumed in Queensland. 
Sunflm;-er seed has been mentioned for 
imtnncc. If the department said th,•.'t tho 
production of snnllowen "~as profitable. the 
result will be that many voople would grow 
them and more would be produced than 
could be consumPcl. The law of supvly and 
dcrnand 1\-0Uld op(~ratP, and the net J'C'Sult 
will be the prir< will fall considerablv. If 
an:<- system could be e,-olYed bv which we 
could control the prod•Iction of iL1w of these 
f'!'O]lS, hov;ey·er. WC would add materially 
to t 1w wealth of the Sta iP. I do not know 
how mPmhrrs of the. Op110>ition "ould regard 
a propo:ut1on to hc<'nsc• a certain number 
of l!Colllr to cultiYa.te and produce certain 
P.roducts. That. seems to be the only solu
tiOn. If wr could do that hundr 'ds of 
thousands of ponnds would be added to the· 
Yn:;!th of mn State. One dav when I am 
rnore .optirn1~t1{' as +-o tl1e c~Pacity of tho 
Opro-Jt.ton ihnJ] I am now. I rnay introduce 
lcgisla1w.n to CClH\ us that power with rrgard 
to . cc'rta1Il :-~yJctlDcd crops, f:O that we can 
S,1itsf.v Oi1r State and Australian require
nwnt:::. and at the srrrne tin1e aYoid the 
da1wer of gluts in the market. 

~Tr. BRAXD interjected. 

'I'h? SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE~ 
I will do \Yhat I believe to be right The 
duty uf tlw Opposition natura]],. is to OflDO'e 
anyt.hing. 1 have been long ClJOU!? h~ in 
Parlietment h realise that they are tho r<'al 
factors a~ 0'ocjated with iho people y,}lo :.,re 
opposf'cl to us. 

During this debate I ·do !Jot flt'opos~ tn 
particularise so far e.s indivi<lual member;; 

lion. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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arc concerned. There has been a trer11cndons 
atnount of disuu~:!iion couccrning tohacco-~
fl·orn the pcssintistic Yic>.-v that tobacco can 
never be satisfactorily gt·mYJl in Queensland 
to the ultra-optimistic view that tobaceo is 
destiued to bPcotne ono of the greatc8t indus
tries of our State. SonH;whcrc bct-.n~cn the 
two extren1cs lies the true per5pecti YA. 1 
belif'vo that tobacco ha::> a 1nate1·ial future 
in this State, but I do b•clieve. that the boom 
that took place tv.:o or t~n·po yenrs ago wgs 
ono of the most disadvantag·eous things that 
·ever oyortook nevv industry. Th~ pPop~(~ 
be\iPYed that Wlt a iortuno to UC 
made in tobacco. \\' c hat! not Uw llCl'l'SSMV 

technical tuition availab1o for gro\vinf~· 
tobacco. \Ve adopted a syotcm that lent 
itself v.crv re·tcti;,. to thf' dis~clnination of 
-clisea~cs o;-er Hw ,\~holP of our 8tatE', di· "ilSC'

that could under 2 propPr s:. citl'n1 of cultural 
'Control have been collfllleJ to C('l'lain litnitt'd 
areas. Tho haphazarJ sy~tcu1 which was 
.adopted was one- ihat nnght quickly Ju-n-e 
::::prcad thu di;:,ca:--c, OYer the whole Stu.te. 
Another phase of development thrrc I think 
,is going to be a particularly serjou5 one .. 
more e.;pocially in n~gard to tobau·o pro
duction in Nortbcrn l~uecnsland. prc3e1n.s 
itself. lion. mc1nbors \Yill recollect tha1 
earh· thi;S YPar 1 ~ncnt a certain tinw 
amo'ng~t the 'tolmcco pl~:ntation~ cf the :~orth. 
It i:-1. radJL•r irk~onw to b:.:ar ho11. nwutber~ 
OPlJo:;;itP and the pres~ talk of J\iurcf'ba 
tobacco a3 if ~1at ceba ,._ •re th<> onh· district 
capable of producing tobacco. , Oll the 
occasion that I yj~itcd the Xorth the 
Marceba toLa.cco was not equal L1 rhc• iob"cco 
of DJauy other ar"•;:-:'. Tiw s(~Cn't,uy for 
}Jublic \Vorks '"a!d the other cl a v that th'J 
tob;;cco th:tt was being produce~! at Dim
bulu h "\Ya:-:. probab1y SUlJerior to the tobacco 
produced iu other areas. \\'hen I visited 
the ::'\orth I certainlv c.nTied awav the 
im11rcssion that Di1nbul~h clurin~ that "palti
cular season and unrh•r the clin1atic con
ditions Ydl.ich proYailcd at the tirnc was a 
pot:•ntial tobacco area. perhaps bcttc-r than 
othel' th(tt I vi:)ited dnring 111y tour. 
On otlJcr hand i here "re cultural 
problems quite apart from the economic 
problern of 1na1:keting that haye been dis
Cli.S~ed during this ·dl'l)aLe. Fir-.;t of all, \\e 
havt· to in(1uirc into rl1c que::-,iion of di~ca~,t' 
control. I can a.-:'inre hon. rnernbcrs that I 
bGlicYe that it will he nccnsan· to intro
duce Ycry drastic lcgi~lation if w~~ nrc going 
to c]irninatc .JisC'ases vnd makt> i o1Jacco a 
comntercial propo::;ition. On the cnlttnal side 
we .o.:ha11 lmYt' to l1avo ihc bt '"'t va.r1f'tic~. 
I ?H1 infonn0d by reliable ('Orl'f'Sponclents 
that the Ylll'if'tics \;·e ar(~ groY.-illg' in Qn€'t:"l1S
la,nd are varieties that have been discarded 
ln DHH'r tobacco-gTo\ving conntr;es and that 
H(f'.·i- Y:aictic, arc being pla.nt0d in tho~e 
.countric:-;. ThPI'C rnay bo so1ncthing in that. 
Colour is lont to the sug·gp~tion by the fart 
that earl".- this YOC!r the 1~nitc::d States of 
America 'prohibited the cxporl of tobacco 
seed jn other than {~xpcrin1onta1 qnantit~cs. 
\Ye haYC t.bcn nnotfwr obst. de that rnu·t be 
on_:•rcornc-thnt js, the question of ;:;:uil t..':pes. 
Nob:;lh· conld be sat1sfiPd \Yith the rudilnf'n
tc_r~T :·~~1(1 -of-thuu:b rnethods that were appliccl 
ln sf'lcrtillg the tohacco arc'rts now und12r cul
tivation in the Kort.h. l\Iy O\'.TJ, personal 
imprc Jion in !lw I'\orth was that the land 
would probably gTcw tobacco satisfactorily 
for twelve rnonths. In those tobacco areas 
that \Yf'l'O Yirgin, good rrops \VC're IJrOduced, 
but it was a noticeable fact--my officC'rs com
mC'ntPd upon it as well as myself and resi-

[Hon, P. \V. Bnlcock. 

dents of the district-that where the tobacco 
was being gro,o.·n for the second year in 
succes::;;ion the results \VCre not nearly so 
s:tti"'fadory, ancl \vhcrc the tobacco \vas. 
being gro\Yn for the third year in successiou 
YV:: l1card much adYerso .conuuent. That 
\Yould :"iC, nt to i ndicato the necc<1sity for 
smne re~l'rtrch \vork ::'.0 far a~ fertilization and 
g'(lleral cultunll 1nethods are ecmcerned. ..At 
Llu~ preser.t tjn1e I haYe before nw a schorne 
that I hope will meet with the requirerneiJLS 
of the ya,rjous districts. Tht~ Co1nmonwealth 
UoYPl'lll1lL'ttt propose to suppleinCBt the State 
staff by three men. 'l'hcsr three officers may 
or mn v not be hard to find. Thcv will Lu 
dE 1illit{dv al~ocated to tobacco cnf'ture and 
one of ihe prime 11ccc<·"itiPs in this regard 
will be to lwvo an expcrie11ced chemist, a 
tllan vvho has devoted a considerablt~ amount 
of his tirne to the fertijzation equation ~o 
llV as it rclntes to Northern Queensland. 
,\s our plants mature it \vill be possible to 
.'end one of our experienced chemists, who 
has been specialising in the chernistry aspect 
oi tobacco-growing) to Northern Queensland) 
and place hin1 in charge of some ycry \vide 
expNimental work \vhich is projected there. 
On the general qm•stion of tobacco, it is 
futile to Yisualisc the future of the industry 
fron1 one ~cason 1 S \vork. There is not ono 
tobacco organi~ation in Queensland that has 
not suffered lhc pangs of advenity. The 
l10n. men1ber for O:xlev asked nw to bo son1e
what more lenient to the Bark Ridge people, 
The hon. member for Caruarvon introduced 
a deputation to me the other day in respect 
of sorno additional finance l'f'f]_Uircd by some 
peCillc who arc running the El Dorado 
syHdicntc of tobacco-growers in the Texas 
district. In CYery disirict in Queensland the 
Gcvernn1Pnt arc being approached for finan
cial assi~tance l>y tobacco-growing cornpanios. 
h is clear that we shoald not diffcnmtiato 
as between district£:. La~t ;;ear all dist,__·]cts 
ml't -with ach·er~ity) and p1:0bably adver~ity 
will again lw rnf.'l~ with thls y( ,;r. If \VC 

can o~:prcon1c f01l1C of the fundarnpnt~t! 
lll'C~blt'!n:. and arc pn'l1ared to fac0 tbe quE''
t ions ot sa tlsfac-torv fcrtilizatim1, 1n·oper 
YaricHeE', and propC'J~~ ~oil typf's, ])artlcu:arly 
if ,~-c re prepar·- d to drast1cal1y and reso
lutdv face thr· qnc:-ction of di~ea13o in all its 

\YL' c111 f' tal)~i:'h the• tobacco 
on a -;:1Jc· anLl sound foundation. 

ThP hon. m<·mbcrs fer Rockhampton and 
\Y~·nnum raised ihc quC':;;tion as to iho dnt.y 
of th0 Conunon\~.-cu.!th Go\ernment in assist
ing· the industry. I cn.ru-.ot feol that a mere 
contribution of £2.5()0 per annuu1 for thrcP 
or fiye :VL1X~, r '' tlw ea so nuty bc 1 l'( pre
Sf'nis tlL• Conunon\Ycahh oblig-ation to the 
industn- in H1i" State. The Connnoll\YcaJth) 
apprtl'l'~l11:V \\~]th the ~~nppc;rt of Cf'rt<Jin hurL 
J 1rmb{ rs opposite, more particularly t1w hon . 

fo!' J\Inri11a. rq~·ard irn11ort a.nd 
duti0c.; on tobacro as b0ing of tho 

1'0\-cnuc tn riff. I cannot to that 
y]cv.r. It js not rea :or ablo that 8 rC'Yf'nue 
tariff Rhou1d l·o inflictecl on th0 industry. 
T f on. n10n1bt'rs haYo told n1c ten 
thcu _.and tin1c.;; the period I have 
lwon Jll this Pnrliament that it is the 
prirr1ar:v producer who pays all taxation. 
If th1t 1~e so-nnd WC' can onlv arguP on 
thi-=. point fron1 the viewpoint of hon. rnen1· 
hers oppositc--tlwn if the Federal Govern
r:rcnt ''l'Opo~;e to raise reYC'nue bv n1r;ans of 
taxation on taxation. is it not the grower 
who ult1nHttc1y suffers? There is no escape 
from that if the argume11ts put up by hon. 
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members opposite are sustained b;t the facts 
of the ease. Tho tobacco industry in Queens
land, or in Australia, should not be the sub
ject of n•vcnuo taxation. It should be 
allowed to have as dear and free a run 
as is po"ible until it is definitely estab
lished. Once it is 0stablishcd the position 
can be rcvic\ll.rcd, Lut during its infan( ~v 
handicaps of a formidable nt1turo arc placed 
on this industry '':ith the n•sult that tlwy 
have made a inaterial contribution to the 
advprsity suffered b.v the grower to-day. 
The quo,tion is ra iscd: \Vh:- is much of our 
Australian tobacco not being used while a 
hug-e volume of foreign tobacco is being 
imported? The hon. member for \Vynnum 
stated it was necessary to in1port sorno per
centag-e of tob :cco in order to blend satis
factoril.v. That may or may not be true. 
The argument in support of the statcnH~nt 
is that the soil t:-r>cs of Am0rica arc some
what rcst.rictcd, and bc·."ame they arc 
restricted, frankly, it is nec':';.;sary to import 
from ether countrie~ a small percentage of 
tobacco for blending. \Vc hrwc a greater 
number of soil types than tht•y have in 
. .A1nerica, J,nd we are producing n \vidcl' 
range of tobacco. \\''Iilo on!:<· experience 
can show us what we can do, m.Y O\\'n per
sonal opinion is that with vast areas of 
tobacco land. and with the tr<•mendous dis
parity of soil types which lend thcmsch·cs to 
th0 production of different t:.·pcs of tobacco 
t·equired for b]cll(ling pUl'JlOO< s, we ought to 
be reasonably free after a certain period 
from th8 necessity of importing t_;bacco. 

Mr. \VIEXHOL'r: \Vould you place an 
ernbargo on irnpnTted tobaet.O '! 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
I would not impose an embargo \vhich would 
mean " sudden death" to imported tobacco. 
but I would favour an embargo \Yhich would 
lead to a diminishing quantity of tobacco 
beinrr introduced each vear. At the end 
of a "certain period of tirr;e thoro should be a 
total prohibition of imported tobacco. If 
foreign tobacco is to displace our tobacco on 
thP mark•t it is obvious that quite a large 
volume of our tobacco is not going to be 
sold. Two very interesting facts emerge in 
this connection. 1fr. Riordan, the member 
for the Kcnnedy division in the Federal 
House of Representatives, was informed by 
the :'\Tinister for Trade and Customs the other 
day that the tobacco manufacturing com
panies had refused to enter into a buying 
agreement with the Commonwealth Govern
ment. The fo:lowing da.Y a qtwstion was 
asked in the House of Representatives con
cerning the importations of foreig·n tobacco. 
and the answer is Yery illuminating and 
vorv definitely bears out the cont<>ntion which 
has' b0en ach;-anrerl bv hon. h'Ctnb2rs on this 
side that ih0 Ccnnrnoirwcalth C-i<)\,.C':'n1ncnt arc 
not doing everything that they have boon obli. 
gatNl to do in rcs1wct tu the yn·<·,cn-ation of 
this imlnstry. Mr. R.i01·dan, :'\1.H.R., asked 
the :'\1inister for Custoncs \Yhat amount of 
tobacco was imported into Australia for the 
years 1931-32 and 1932-33, and the Minister 
for Tratlc and Customs replied that in 1931 
the amonnt of unmanufactm-ed tobacco 
imported was 15,119,305 lb., and in 1932 
14.031.708 !h. The margins arc altog<thrr 
too narrow so fur as ~\_ustralia i6 concerned. 
I am not materiallv concerne-d about the 
pence value of the i;11port duties, but I am 
very tnatcrially concerned about the fact 
that tho illciclcncc of this i axation allo-ws 
14,000,000 lb. to 15,000,000 lb. of tobacco to 

come into Australia, while the total consump
tion of tobacco in Australia is only 20,000,GOO 
lb. It is quite obvious no industry can sur
vivo under those conditions, and it is also 
obvious that unless the Commonwealth Go· 
vernment are prepared to do something more 
than mako a grant of £2,500 a year avail
able to this and other Governments for 
three or five years, the tobacco industry is 
doomed so far as the Commonwealth Is 
concerned. 

Mr. MoORE: If we grow the quality? 

The SECH.E'L\.HY FOR AGRICULTURE, 
I am glad the hon. gentleman has raised that 
question. During the course of this debate 
the hon. member for Cook assured me wn 
were growing a superfine tobacco. The cx
Sccn~tary fo1· Agriculture on one occasion 
made Gorno very eulogistic references to the 
type of tobacco that wae being produced at 
BeE'rbnrrum. If n1y memory serves rne 
rightlv, the hon. member said that this was 
the firwst tobacco produced in Australia, or 
so he was advised by his experts. 

~11·. V\'ALKER: The experts reported that . 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
That brings us to this question: \Ye have 
demonstrated without fear of contradiction 
that we can produce the superfine tobacco;; 
that are required. From my own personal 
knowledge I do not believe that the real 
difficultv lies in the production side, but 
rather 'in the manufacturing side; and I 
believe there arc certain people who have 
done this State and the tobacco industry of 
the Commonwealth a very grave disservice 
in the type of tobacco they have placed on 
the market. 

Mr. MooRE: There is no doubt about that. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
From time to time we have been confronted 
with glowing advertisements about the 
merits of Queensland tobacco and Austrahan 
tobacco generally. l think that in my posi
tion as Secretary for Agriculture I, like my 
predecc,.sor, have sampled more tobaccos 
than anv other hon. member. Sometimes I 
think these samples are given to me out of 
pure malice. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MoonE: So that you wicl give up 
smoking. 

The SECRETARY FOTI AGRICULTURE: 
I have sometimes thought that if I wore con
demned to smoke some of the tobaccos g1ven 
to me as being typically representative 
samplr, of Queensland tobacco I would pre
fer to take on another diet altogether. On 
the other hand, I have smoked some very 
<~xcellPnt toLacros, n1oro 11articularly ~o1nc of 
the tobaccos being produc~d in North Queens
land. \Vithout naming any one tobacco 
rather than another, the tobacco produced by 
Mr. Bavliss in J\"orth Queensland is one of 
the best tobaccos I have ever smoked. It 
may not :suit C\Tl'Yone's taste; hut it suits 
my' taste, and is co.mparable with the best of 
tohaccos thai I buy from overseas source'. 

The fact emerges that on the cultaral, 
economic, and manufacturing c;ides there are 
diverse problems that have t.o be faced. 
There i~ this last burden of revenue taxation 
\Yhich ha been inflicted by the Common
wealth Go\·ernment, and is the last straw 
that has broken the camel's back, and I feel 
sure it is a very short.sightecl policy on the 
part of the Commonwealth Government to 
insist on getting their pound of flesh, because 

Hon. F. W. Bulcock.] 
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ihe ,·,m toU,l rE"ll.lt of that activity will be 
the bn,aking down of the industry itself. 

Th" hon. member for Cook made some 
reference to the nee< ssitv for the establish
rnent. of agricultural tr:tining facilities in 
Korth Queensland, and while it is not very 
often that l agree with the hon. member 
I find on this occasion I very materially 
agree with him, as do the Government. At 
Kairi, in Korth Queensland. we have an 
institution that can be readily adapted to 
the purpose for which it is intended, and I 
~nn assnrc the Comrulttee that it is inte11ded 
in the nca.r futuro to pror,,ed with the scheme 
that has been outlined. 

The hon. member for \Vest lHoreton made 
,ome remarks last night concernins the 
decontrol of potatoes affected with potato 
blight. and in a jocular fashion offered to 
give £25 to the Children's Hospital or some 
other in ·titution if I could prove that 
potatoes infested with fly moth were not 
going to :certain soup kitchens. I am not 
going to ask the hon. member to make that 
contribution, but I want to assure him that 
since he made that as,;ertion I have caused 
inquiries to bo matlo, and I find that potatoes 
affected with scab have on occasions found 
their ''ay to the soup kitchens. No doubt 
the hon. memhcr wa" confusing scabby pota
ioes with potatOPs affected with potato moth . 

. llilt'. :YlAHER: Ko; I sbnd to my proposi
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Then I will stand for the challenge I made 
L·J 1hP hem. =-!lC•nlH•l' Ja:-;l night that it is 
hi:~ oh\·lous and boundcn c1nt_v to ::.npply me 
with the data of "·hirh he says he is in 
p0:3.St':"-ion. I ha';,re caused SOlllC ·inquiries to 
be lllade during the clay about tho question 
of nnhto moth in the Southern States of 
tb~ -Con\ElOil\VC:llth, and 1..vhat the hon. mem~ 
ber _i~ af L~1all:,T Esking rne to do by decon
tro1ln1g potalOl·s is to invito a1l the rejected 
pohttoos from ihe other Siai0s of tho Com
Jll01lWCa1iJJ to find their way to the Quccns
'lund tnarkot. Tf 1 \'C d<:::•control so far as 
QuccW··land ic: conCPl'1H'c1, \Yl~ hR YP t.o decon
trol ·o far a., the 0ther Stn.tc of the Com-
ma. Section 92 of the 

go1·erns the posi
liet result of the 

110•1. UH'lnber. j£ it \V0rc 
Of)Ol':-t, ion. V\'0111(1 lw that every 

the Common•ycalth would be able 
rejects to the Qmecn land mttrket. 

the hon. nH'Inbor not o-ivc anv 
mrrt con· idcr.'iion to ph as~ of th~ 
qu< 

Ono ~.-ct.v 1nlport.:lnt qnc:-;tion \\hi eh has 
hecn raisud during the llt'batc i~ that asso
f'iati'd with ,,,_ atcr ronscrYation. I \Ya~ par
ticularly intPrc~tcd in the rcn1arks of the 
hon. 1n~t11bor for :';..Iirani in relation to cer
tain cultivation efforts '\Vhich worn being 
1nade in a pastoral area ~-£ Queensland, at 
Retro Station, Like tbe hon. member, I 
hayc had the opportunity of going there 
my:".clf on mere than one occa:;ion and seeing 
tl1C' actnal opc:rations hoing engaged in. IVIr. 
AlJPIJ is thP rnanag0r of that staJ~on. and 
he has been very highly commend,_;cl for the 
work he is doinl'· there. but although Mr. 
Alkn has demonstrated thrrt these things 
an' po.-.slbJc on Pf'ak f)ovvn~. it js -.;ig-nificant 
that otlwr pastoralists on PPak Downs or 
on the Mitchcll dmms of the \Vest have not 
followed suit. 

:'vir. SwAYXE: It is a psychological matter, 
I think. 

[IIon. Ji'. W. Bulcock. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
It may be, It is clear, hoWC\'cr, that they 
haYo 'not follo'.'cd suit. At one time 1 
btclieYcd that the question of water conserYa· 
tion was such a big one that it should engage 
the practical attenti~m of the pastorahsts of 
the \Vest, but my v1ews han'. been mod1fied 
in later years. I have ]lyecl m the pastoral 
country long enough to fonn a U~flni~o con~ 
clu~ion so far as water conservatron rs con
eemed. Practical men tell me that it will 
have to be clone in a practical way. . The 
hon. member \Yill say they are domg 1t. at 
Retro, but even though they may be. domg 
it at Rctro further west we find chmates 
that are not' suitable for the growth of forage 
crops. 

Mr. SWAYXE: I said within 200 miles of 
the coast. 

The SEC'HETAHY FOR AGRICl;LTUI·UC: 
It may be an e-,:cc !lent proposal \Yl Lhm 2Q,J 
miles ~f the co1st. but the r< al point I w>sh 
to make is that hen. rnernbers during tbe 
cour"e of the clc];ate haYe reiterated from 
tin1c to time "1-ia,nds off the fanner! 
Hands off the pastoral industry! Ilando off 
this phase of the industry, and hands oif 
that phase of the industry! " 

J.\;lr. JVL\X\VELL: ~o \Yondcl·! You sail1 
you \\'onld make the pastoralists squeal. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURL: 
1 do not kno··,T that Ha~ hon. rnend.H'J' knoW;'; 
ruuch about the pa.storal industi·y. The only 
tirno I haYc hPard of tho gcn1n1 n1e·1:)Lor fnr 
Toowong . , :t:3 ',dtcn he '.'"t·.ui out to 
tl1e \rest have a Jo{;k a .. t the cor1diiion.; 
thoro, and 0ll'v tt•ll rnc i!1nt l1C' ~-qnc•aL d 
ycr:.· "louclGr nLCrut tiH~ coHc1ition-> the p8(Jpl• 
~··('l'C On tho otll"f llaPd. t 

hon. nJcn;bcr c:"'tli!P k 
with a l1cut irnpn·~.iO!l of th·.· 
\Yc.:-t. and h:' \\"as in dut-· LClund 
to rPpn -cni im . .;; of tlL' \'."c·-J 1n thi, 
J · I ~ 1-hink: tha Le tlrw.;; :--.0. 

I--;~;:-:1'!\~~:!~l~:,l' njlpn~itl_' "'11a!ids oJ. a!l 
t h(,' 1111 1t•rt 1 " thc·T 
in all t-he dt• 1wtc 
afLt r· all 
,-p!d 
yinue \Yf:H'r conf:.t:n !:t 

ail dfort to clo [f 
thr-" coutin!!C to 2. y " lliid 
"1-t.and~ off thn.t."' nncl. c=:t :-.tnw t·illY' 
sa.y '' Con~crvP fodder," cln nut \cayc 
thP que~tion l11 the nir? nn~ 
en~·agiug ]n fill .acnJ('Illie clebatc Lu" 
no merit? That i, tllt' imprc ·ion I LaY,' 
gained. During the de1

1 \J-e thf' llm-.... 
UlC'Illbrr for J~is it \Yfi.S !ll\' dnt·· 
as ::\1ini:-:.h:i· to f'ducate ns. io th' 
nH'rit.s of fodde-r "\',f.', as ~ 
<.lcpartnlt'Jl~.. ha Ye fur O\'Cr i , .. enty --;-e:lr:-> 
b8"ll h1nc d-irE!' the peo1Jl0 on fndtlf'l'- C01l

.ser\·ati{J1L f~~·rt{lin <'Oi1Crcic n1id c1Pl!niLc 
propo rlls h ye Uccr;_ put bf fore t]l(' Bnl'C<lll 
of Industrv. Several rccon1tncndations ha nJ 
been plar~'cl before mo in rr~ard io the 
con,erYntion of foclclcl', but whetl1cr thos' 
rccon1n1r·ndat ions ha Ye t.o rorn-
nlcntl thC'rn or 110t I .an1 ]1rf']l~Lrf'd to say 
at this jnnctun'. I r0qulrc a good deal 
more rlatn before I ran do so. But thio fact 
does emerge. \Vc haYe heard much abou~ 
the intelligence of the average farmer, and 
I believe !hat he has to bP intelligent or go 
to the wall. and if (}w <jU('stion of fodder 
conservation has not Pngagccl the serious 
attention of these people is it not obvious 
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that they do not Teg-ard it as being worthy 
of prrtctiuil application? 

Mr. WALKER: But they do. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If they do the facilities of the Agricultural 
Bank are at their disposal. I assure the 
hon. member that if any person \Yho has the 
security that is required under the Act 
passed by this Parliament will submit an 
app1ication for an atlnt.ncc for the pur
pose of conseryiJ;g focld0r. he "-ill g ·t 
favourable consideratlon. I an1 not alone 
in that policy, because it has been the 
established Jlolicy of the Agricultural Bank 
for quite a nurnbn of years. I would hke 
to see a tremendous drive made in the 
active conservation of fDdrler, because I 
know how much it would mean, not only 
to the individual but also to Q~teensland a· 
a whole. But after all the ·responsibility 
does repose on the individual. If individual 
farrncrs .are dC'sirous of con~crving foJdcr, 
the facilities that are a' ailablc ,,iJl be 
placed at their dispos<>l. It may be that 
later-it might bo ill-advised now-that the 
Agricultural Bank may say that the only 
security it can accept vvill be a security on 
which faciliti0s f'Xist for the conservation of 
fodder. It would be a right view to take, 
but I think it would be unpopular. and 
would be resisted because it would be sa id 
be· the cli0nts of the bank and by members 
of this A~snmbly t.hat wf' v,ccrP forclng 
certain things upon the farmers as the price 
of a loan from the Agricultural Bank. To 
sum up, it i, uePntird that we chould 
havo a vigorous policy of fodder conserva
tion, but we cannot do th<>t until we have 
gained tho co-operation of the farmers, and 
that will not be obtained until the fanners 
become seized of the necessity of proceeding 
with such work. 

Tho hon. member for Isis also dealt with 
the question of the reduction of sugur prices 
clue to the action of tho Commonwealth Go
vernment. I rather think that the hon. 
member was out of order in discussing that 
question at this ,-.tago. It is most unfortu
nate that Sonthern people and Southcru 
interests do not appreciate the merits of our 
great sugar industrv. It is a tremendous 
pity that the Com'momveaHh Government 
wc-ro stampcd0d by the vociferation of the 
Southern people to the dc'trimont of an 
industry that is of great importance to 
Queensland. and of tremendous importance 
to the northern portions, and insisted upon 
a reduction of ~d. per lb. in the price of 
sugar. It is to be regrr·tted th<lt. going over 
the heads of the operator" in the inclustrv 
and the Government. the Federal Govern
ment insisted upon that rerluction. I might 
toll. hon. me nbcrs that it was the original 
drstrP that there should hav0 lH'Ctl a still 
greater rednction. I att0nd0d some of the 
confprcncc lTICPt1ng~, nnd I kno\\' ,vhat vvas 
being· dnnc. It was suggectod that there 
should be a reduction of ld. per lb. 

One hon. mcmhcr suggc,,tccl that llw Ccn, 
tral Cane Prices Board IcY~' of lAd. per 
ton on sugal'-cano should be reduced to ld. 
I am sorry to sa;<' that if that were tlon0 
the fund would stcadil;.· decrease. and at 
thr- 011d of ,"ix v0ars it would bP cxhau~:tcd. 
I cannoi" sub-cribc to that view. vYc llCYPr 
know ·whPn sornPthing- scrjou:s rnay oycrtaJu• 
tit0 indmtrv ancl the fnncl will be r<'cmirod. 
Whilr' I do not dc,ire to hnild uj1 big· 
res0n·c;:;, I do d0:"1rc to con erYc this fHll'·-

ticular fund for tho present. It has been 
suggested that the levy should be remittecl 
fm one year. Well, this has been a con,, 
tinuous levy right from its inception. 

Mr. J3R\XD: Not the sugar-cane prices 
levy? 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRIGCLTtJHE: 
Y cs: thio lcvv has been imposed every year. 
One hon. molnber discussed the question of 
acrrirnlturt~ frorn a new angle ·whPn ho said,. 
inD effect, th<tt "e should leave the sugar indus
trv alone. I ca11not conceive that it is posoiblo 
to" leave the sugar indw;try alone. :\'obody 
dusircs to pcrpc~tuate a chaotic ".Y~tern. Lut if 
\\0 \\C'rc' to lNIYf'- the :-;ugar indn-,try alone it 
\Yonld not ~urYin' fiye yeart'. The le~ .. !'i~'ITiio .. 
conccrnino· thr- indush:,~ is PXCC't"ding·lv conl
plcx und ~J:cccedingly difficult to undei·stancL 
Probablv there is no more i11volved phas_ of 
agricultill'al prodnction than that associated 
"-ith sugar production. The legis1ation that 
we have on the statuto-book dealing with the 
iudn!:'ll'\' 1 l'IHls jn cnP direction alone--the 
preserv'ation of the industry. I am con
,-inced that any hon. rnombor who would 
rise in his place in this Chamber and advo
cate a policy of laissez fnire does not under
stand the principles upon which sugar is 
being grown in Queensland and does not 
understand the graYo difficulties that confront 
the industrv. \Ve haYc reached the limit of 
sugar prod'uction in Queensland. 

J\lr. BRA:\'D: \Yhat hon. member adopted 
that attitude? 

'l'ho SECRETARY FOR ,\GRICULTFRE: 
The hon. member for \Vynnum. One of the 
major duties of the Department of Agricul
ture will be to prosecute a vigorous _research 
in an endeavour to discover agncultural 
production fron1 a new ang_le in ar:as s~it~ 
able for agricultural productwn, but m which 
6Ugar is king to-clay. I refer, of course, to 
our tropical Km-th, the most magnificent belt 
of agricultural country that I have over so~m, 
a real fairvlanrl to those people who vtsrt 
it for ihc fi"l·st titnc.. rrhcn~ arc~ rnany areas 
in the North that I visited for tlte first time. 
I carried a1v-av from the North hv-o very 
vivid rocollections-fint the illimitable agri
cultural possibilitic, under proper guidance 
of this rich nnd Yast t0rritory, and second, 
and no less piPasant, the hospitality of the 
good-natured peoph~ and organisations with 
-.dtich I came in conta cl. I ha cl only one 
grienmcc ';;hen I rc'turned to Brisbane. I 
\\'as tlincd and cntcrta1ncd on so many occa~ 
sions that I vv as robbed of a lot of sleep for 
\Yhich I vvas due. An~"Olle who visits the 
~nrth fer the first tin1c carric3 avva-;· irnpres~ 
sio1ts of Lountrous nature. of bounteous 
people, and illimitable pos•,ibilitics. I desire 
to direct the activity of my d<>partnwnt t'?' 
the opening up of so1no very real pastoraJ 
and agricultural wc:dth in that northem 
territorY. The m11jor thing that did occm' 
to nw ,;,as ihe I art that sugar wa.s king' a11d 
rhat it vv-us necessary to substitute some other 
form of production. That is wh,; I dr,,ire to 
pstnbli~h a tropjral rrst arch bnr( an 1n the
:\'orth. The North presents pr-oblems cntirelv 
clifl'Prcnt from the probh'nb of the South. 1 
bclicYe that vvo lmve in the ~orth a ]Jnle11tial 
dairying area, that will riya] tlH' South 1 n 
oui-put. <In the Dai11tree n.ivr-r. far a'va:v 
in Northern Queensland, ono llnds the 
pioucers cstah1i~hing th"nl~Pl \"CS satisLu
torily. There is no qw~:---tion of a poor t~-pe 
of sto~k. The stork o.t lhP Daiutro0 HiYPl' 
COITlpal'CS 1ll01'C than fHYG1U<1b]y ·wiilJ thP 

lion. Jr'. W. Bulcock.] 
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type of stock in the older dairying districts 
of the State. Here we have a dairy factory 
fnnctioning further into the tropics than any 
othPr factory in any oi her part of tho wor;d 
so far as I know. 'l'hcrc they arc acchma
tisino- their cattlP, and in the process of 
accli~1ati"1tion they arc following oxeellent 
butt£ r-production practice. They will suc
<::ecd in acclimatising their choicest stock, and 
they \\-ill clevelDp an export trade from that 
particular centre. 

Some discussion has taken place during 
the dav about our Eastern markets. \Ve 
have a- clrlccatc lcavi11g for the East in tho 
near future,::_) and WP have & desire to investi~ 
galP tfw possibilities of markets in the East. 
I cannot join with those hm1. n1c1nbnrs who 
arc !30 opt1mi::tic about ft1Hling an Eastern 
trade. The Pxpr ricncc\3. of our dcpartn1cnt 
have not boon vcrv favourable towards tho 
proeecution of a big Eastern trade. It is 
true, as the ban. nwrnbcr for 1\.Iurilln, say·s, 
that ever_ little helps, but t!tcro are tre
mendous obstacles in the way of exploiting 
that trade. I propose to give an example 
how rliJ1icu1tics can iutrude from an uncx
pcctocl quctrtcr. Some little time ago a con
signnlCnt of grapes \Yas sent to the Ea ;-,t, 
but it did not appear to hP very acceptabco 
there. l11quiric:-> IV(~rc made fron1 tin1e to 
i i1nl: to f'C'e y} hat bad bccmne of the CO:rlt3ign

ment. It was very difficult to obtain pay
mud. Finally, the Commiilco of Dil·oction 
of Fruit ~larketing W8·: infonncd that thG 
-con::::ignrneut of black n1nscatel grapes \Yere 
not required in the Ea::.:.t. They ·y·,rcrc not 
succc'r.;ful on the particu1ar Ea.:-:tcrn rnarkct 
that "·as oxplootccl on account of 1he colour. 
Tho explanation shovwd that the people to 
\vhorn thr~ ~ grapes were Fcnt rcganled 1vi1h 
superstition t]w dark purph: of the 111uscatcl. 
ThC',Y believed i1 a~ a rnour11ing colour, 
and that it \ ·mld be nnluckv to take the 
gr::qH>:3- into 1 ht•ir hcrnw'. Tha't j~ oEe phase 
"-hich \\-as c·xploitrd. L ·t us take another 
phasf'. The hon. rncrnbr:r for Cooroora and 
another hoL. L emhcr that 
should e>X)JUd buttf'r to The hon. 
mcmb:cr for Hamilton 
ment by saying that 
Df the people of the Ea't YYas vcrv 
Tht'Jl you haYo the re'ligiotls cqnat~ion agt1in 
intruding which would n1ilitnte agaiu~t the 
expansion of the· butter market in the Ea;t_ 
The~e difiicnlt.io, may be ovcrrouw. p;rar-
ticps that .aro ba .. ccl on rPligiou3 1ons 
or f-iuperstitions are very difficult to cr<1cliC'atc. 

Th0 hon. rtH~lnhrT for N<Jnango askPd why 
certain pi~~ exporirncnts conducted at Yoc
rongpill: -we·re not conduct,,d at Gatton. 
The Pxplnnation is not far to sock. \Yhv 
did tl11o ex-Secretary for Agriculture no"t 
conduct pig· 0xperiments at Gatton instead 
of Yonong-pilly? The facts are that Gatton 
i' not under the control of the Department 
of J-\.gricnltun~. That i . .., 11ot an insunerable 
difficulty_ Tho agrimltural college at -Gatton 
is c~scntially an agric~Jltural college designed, 
rightly or vvrongly, for the training of youths 
in the practice of agriculturf'. It is most 
diflicult to pwsecute cxtonsivo experimental 
\Vork in an institution of that 1~.aturo. The 
people who 1nus.t do that v.ork arc those 
ussociated with the Dcpn rtm0ut of Agricul
turP-narrlely, tho voterinnry ~urgeons, 
pathologists, and those officers who deal 
"-ith the scientific si·do of industries. If we 
did this expPrimental work at Gatton it 
wnuld be necessary to continuously send 
officers to C ntt<Jn. I prefer to send them 
t.-, Y ccrong·pilly. It is cheaper to do this 
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.,, ork at Ycerongpilly, whore I have a pro
perly equipped staff of vetermary surg?ons 
and others, ,, ho are competent and_ tramed 
obscn-ers, and arc capable of carrymg th1s 
work through to a successful conclusion. I 
do not believe in duplicating functions. On 
the other hand, an agricultural college is not 
i he best field for experimental and research 
work_ There is a limit to the work which 
a~ricultural colleges can do in this dircc
ti';n. Their objccti.-e should be to train 
tho younrrer n1on with aspirations in the 
direction °of rnodern agriculture. rro that 
Pxtcnt Catton is disclwrging a very necessary 
function. 

The hon. member for Cunningham had 
somethi1w to sav about the distribution of 
the Fedc~'al \Vh-cat Fund. He is not the 
onlv hon. member who raised this question, 
and in spite of his ns~unu:co that it has 
br ea miser! hy people outs1do, l am con
et rained to cay that I have had no con-cs
qondcncc on this m.attcr, and only one 
~rganisation htts raisC'cl it in the forrn of a 
df'ilutation. If my lnc1nory scrv('.-:1 me cor
rectly, that organisation demanded payment 
tlt thc ralc of 24e. per acre to those people 
who had not succeeded in getting a crop. 
The hon. mPmbcr opparcntly is under the 
inu1rcssion that the Commollwe<tlth Govern
UH•j_nt ·l~andcd us two sn1ns. That is not so. 
The C(nnrnonwcalth Govcrnn1cnt handed us 
one sum of £40.744, and asked us to submit 
prupo·ais for the dietribution of this amount. 
:\To division was Jnado by the Cor:-n:n?n
\Yca1th GoYCrlilllC'llt. uor 'Ya~ any chn~1on 
r·omcmplatod by the Govermpent. \V)lat 
the'\' asked no, to do was to fulhl the rcqmrc
tllC;lts of the Act in that particular direction_ 
The Act provides thn t this sum must _be 
di\-ic1cc1 into two portions-the ono port1on 
LK·in6 for the purpose of ·disLribuiion for 
marketing,. .and so C?~1 ... no,~ .on ,'; 
bn.,hel baCJs; and othcr-Jt JS and 
not "m- "-fo1· the diotribution Df the 
nmon11t on a n•_cc_~;:.it-ous bnsi -. I c~lled 
;h,-. \Ylw-tt Boa l'd to~n-tLr>r and a~kcd 1t to 
di;rU3-:-' tl1is 1nattcr ~ \Yith rn:v offict'rs anJ 
lll\:·wlf. \Ye laid do\ql a b;:si..; for distribu
\ i<~n nnd ir~fonncd the Con1n1o1nrealih Go
\'f'l'll!nPnt of the nature of thnt basis. The 

CoY~'rlHnent a~reed to that 
b('i1;n· 1JUt iuto operation,--but wo found 

,,o,._c uncx]x:cted difficulties. Tho hon. mem
ber secrns to think ihat neccss1tous gTo\vers 
\Ycre rlcnrind of opproxi'11atdy £1,916. 
Tho hon . .L mcJnbPr is nssnn1ing th.{\,t it 'vas 
possible to dnnv a clear line of dernarcation 
bctw,•cn those people who produced wheat 
and those who did not prod m-' wheat_ I 
belieYe \Yht>n "·o fir;;t drafted tbn ~eh( HH'·· -

as did nil those associated with me in the 
draftin" of the scheme-that it \Yould bo 
po:~siblt~ to dntw a clc.1r lino of ·dcn_larc~
tion, but \\hen it came t<J the .allocatwn 1t 
wao fonnd that it was not poss1blo to draw 
that clc•ar line Df demarcation, and in conse
q uonco ~orne alteration had to. be rnado. For 
the hem_ member for Cunnmg-ham to say 
t hrct approximately £2,000 loss than was 
nruYiclcd for was distributc·d arnongst nc~es
~itous growers is based on the aR.s~rnpti<?n 
that this clear line of dcmarcatwn dtd 
exist. lt did not exist. \Vhat actually hap
pened was this : Som? people who fell .into 
the category of necess1tous growers r.e?e1vod 
paymenh in respect to small quanbbes of 
whc.-. t which thev delivered and also payment 
itt respect t<J the necessity that they had 
encountered. \Vo show the amount that they 
tccciYed in consequence of the small amounts 
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"'' \dwat that they delivered under (a)
thrri th('Y were necessitous gnnvcrs. A rnan 
producing 4 b~1shels could quite conceivably 
b0 \\'Or'." off If he harvested the 4 bushels 
thau a man bancsting no wheat at all. and it 
was not nece~::.ury to distingul:3h the one frorn 
the otLn; but the explauation, as I assured 
t11l~ lwn. HlCDl bcr when he was speakincr is 
a. very '"in1ple one--that n1anv noccssft'ous 
gro\\TPrs received assistance in it~spect of the 
smail C[Uautity of wheat theY marketed and 
'llso in J'O,pcct of their necessity. 

Mr. Eussnr.: \Yhy did you pav 3s. a 
bush<'l plus Ss. 3d. an acre? " 

The SEC'HETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Can the hon. rne1nbcr give rno an instance 
whcrn <-lny person got 8s. 3·d. an acre? I 
would be pleased to know. Ss. 3d. au acre 
l:oulJ m• id! that a person would harvest 33 
h.nshd-; JH'r acre, and if a person harvested 
35 bu--hl'b per acre ''. e \V ere under an obli
gation tnHJf !' the Cornn1onwcalth Act to pay 
an equal proportion to all growers in con-
3PCJl.H f!CC of th(~ir production. As servants 
.of the Commonwealth Gover'l!nent, we had 
to pa:· an cqnal arnount in resprct of every 
lm<IIl'l of who<>t that was produced. I think 
that JispvH'S of the hon. n1cmbcr's argument. 

Soirl\' qul~iions have be0n l'ttised in respect si i )L flour. tax,, and the attitude of the 
uOYPl'l~rnPnt 1n this regard. The Govcrnn1ent 
Jo not Lelieyo lhat a flour tax is all cquit· 
alAe , olution of the problem confronting 
the \doeatgrowcrs. 

0.L·, COD!'REY l\loRGA'S': You have a flour 
:tax LO\\·. \-V bat js the nsP of talking rot·: 

Tlw CJLUKvlAN : Order ! 

Tile ~J<:CIU:TARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
wonld like to kno\v in ,·hat direction a 

flcnr t tx op,•rating. If the hou. mombcr 
, '"" Ita ye a flour tax in Queens-

ttH·n I am totallv unaware of the 
of that tax. ' 

:\IoEG.\)>;': You know that 
QuPenslnnd pays more for flour 

any other State of the Common-

Th" SECHETARY FOR "\GRIC1;L'r'C'RE: 
Is til<; hon, member caYilli1w at the fact 
that I r1xcd an economic price for the •vhoat
(~Tn\ver;:; ychich ClHtbl~d them to get. a higher 
price tLnu v.a8 ubta1ned by grovvers in any 
ot hur pcut of the Con1n1onvvcalth or in the 
world: 

~lr. GcD· REY l\loRGAX: No; I say it is a 
flour tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Is !he hr,m, member cavilling about that? 

:\lr, GOIWHEY :vJ ORGAx : I a1n not. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
If he 'ays that that is a flour tax it is 
!.wyond my conception of thc,t form of taxa, 
.tion. 

Mr. CODFHEY l\lonG.\N: Of course it is a 
flour tax. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
It is aburd to suggest that that is a tax. 
I 1-vas prcparecl to giYe the wheatgrowers 
!he highe.;t economic price that could be> 
giYt>n to thcn1. I rccogniAc that the con
sunlPr ha:;; 1-o pay. L('t nH' l'C'Ininrl the- hon. 
moml ''r that that system is vastly different 
from 1lw propo·a\ of the Commonwealth 
,CJov<'rnmcnt. Does the hon. member desire 

lo lax a necessary commodity so far as 
the people are concerned ? 

J\Ir, GODFREY MORG.,;x: You did that with 
the Hour tax. 

Mr. SrZER interjected. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Let m~ show \\·hat the two hon. members 
••ho arc iuterjccting, both of whom are ex
:\linisiors, did in this particular ca>e. \Yhcn 
you wcr0 1ncn1bers of the then Govcrn1nent 
an.d rcspollsiL1o 1\linjstors of tho Crown, you 
raised the llrlcc of bre~tJ and impo;::,ed a flour 
tax. You adrnit that. 

l\lr, SIZER: Y cs, 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
'\'on wC'nt, i1,linitl'!v further than that. \Yhilc 
you were paR~ini legi~lation through thi~ 
AsS('!llbly in onlor to bring down the in
come' of the people-while you were msist-
ing !hat there lead be the 15 per cent. 
or 22~ prr cent. the rnse rnjght 
bc-T··-hile .qou were doing thing·s so far 
<-l'_ the 11eoplo vvcrc and fPducing 
their purC'hn:;:ir~g po er by vcr.v acts tlHlt 
you pcrpetratr•d-vvllile :~-cu Yr _'l't' dojpg those 
thing~ yen rnflpayo·,trr·cl to nHl~ntain a pros
]H'nty t:t nn HllCCOnmn·:c price. 

Tl1e ClL\llBL\cJ: 
thP ~\!ini:;:trT to 
Chair a!Jd not 
oppOc";tc. 

Order 1 l would osk 
hi- rl marks to the 
to hon. rneulb'·rs 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Those hon. r11ernbcrs endcayonrcd to main
tain <:!ll uneconornic l1igh level for ·wheat at 
tlw cxpeuse of the couS1ll11C'I'S. 

?,1 r. Srz':B : An cl yoLl a1·e perpetuating it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'I'LfRJ~: 
I hlr not peqwtnatiwr it. Although this 
GoYcriltllent wc•l"L' i1Jstnuncuta1 in negotiating 
a price bet·wePn thP JHilkr~ on the vnc hand 
ar:d the whcatg!'cfwt>r-: nn oUwr hund, 
aud \Yh1]L' ·we pnid tht) price for 
wheat in ally p<trt of the C(lrY11110llWCalth Or 
t1JP 1-vorlcl, Yet we 1natcriallv :·(_•duct__~d the 
price of bread. -

'dr, STZER: You haYc not reduced the 
price of broad. 

'l'l!c SECRE'L\HY Fl'R AGRICULTUR!\: 
The price of an7 eon1modit.y nntst dc11e-nrl 
on thC' c"pncity of the pcopk to pay that 
p!'iCP. llon. rnombPrs oppo~ltc vvhen they 
1-YPre a Go.,Tcrrnnc•nt, in order to placate their 
supportc:t:;;, consi;.tenth- rcfufied to obscrv0 
that law, On the que:tion of a flour tax, 1 
haYe no information other than that which I 
hrn·e re f'iYcrl through the' pr0~s. bnt I say that 
1mlc~"i (lupcn<;::land's production js <'onsor-.:Pd 
to QuC'cnsland, a very 1111fair burden is going 
to be placed on the rwoplc of the State, 
Just let me show what " food tax will moan 
if ther2 i;;; unrestricted ac- ;::s t.o ihc qu('ons
land market. It !111Ft be remembered that 
if no Pmr,argo is to L0 placed on the irn
nortation of Southern broad on account of 
their chcaJlcr mannfartnring' co-t•:, the bounty 
of the :\'ew South \Yaks Railway Depart
ment, one! cheap shipping freights to Quec•ns. 
land. all of which place Queensland at a dis
advantage, a JnatPrial quantity of Honr wiH 
come from the South to Qneenslancl. I tako 
it that the tax is to be gathered at the seat 
of gri~ting. Tf the Fc:dc•ral GoYonuncnt 11ut 
on a lax of ld. per bushel, it would mean 
a tax of £18.000; ;,, tax of l~cl. per bushL·l 
on Queensland's consumption would 1ncnn 

Hon. F'. TV. Bulcock.] 
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£2G.OCO; a tax of 2d. would mean £37,000; 
.a tax of 2~d. would mean £-~6.000; and <1 

ta'-: of 3d. would rnc'an £56,000. 1 nu-tint a in 
that if that tax is to be pli!ced on the !>L'OiJlL' 
of (Ju(~ensland, a Qn('en::<land conuuodity 
shollld bf' the yehicle npon 1d1ich thro tax 
reposes. I anr uot. prcpR t eel to agrc·c th~lt 
it is desirable that we should haYe a flour 
tax, and this G-oYernn1811t will n1o;;;.t cer
tainlv oppo:--e it. Do holl. 1ncruL~~rs oppo
!'ite ~·ant a tax on a I1Pccssary ('0llllllodity? 
Our pri('o ~evel is emnparabl0 with l1F' pricn 
lf'\'Cl of anv otlH'l' State in the Cornnron
wcnlth -o far a~ brcud i~; ('O;)('(T"''d. und 
t1w hon. rne1nbel' for Sand~·\ j e nlo--t ccr-
1a1nlv ('annat rnn :nYay fron1 Li- re;-:;1101 -:il1ilit.v 
jn tiwt direction. . 

;,_::r. SrzEll: I do net want jr, I thi11k you 
(70. 

The SECRETARY FOR A'1RICl:LTURE· 
Anothce question which has been traversed 
during this debate is that of g-ra.ss research 
and the utilisation of grass lands. I sub
:-.cribe very largrl~v to rnany of the things 
that have been said by hon. members oppo
site. ~When we come to consider that at 
least 70 per cent. of the requirements of our 
lives is deriYcd from grass it will be realised 
lro,v important this question is to us. WhilP 
it is of great importance in the So nth it is 
<Jf still greater importance in the ]\,' orth, 
and I beJicye a policy must be directed 
towards the utilisation of Korthorn lands for 
the purpose of producing suitable fodder 
grassrs. Qnite re<_,_-'ntly \','e haY_P bet>n .givin_g 
eonsiderable attcnhun to exp('l'llllt'nt::'i 111 thl"' 
direction. ::\Inch has been said about c0rtrrh1 
grasses which might be suitable for develop
ment. I believe the hon. member for Coo· 
roora nlClltioncd the blue p<:n1ic g-ra:'-is last 
night. There seems to be some suggestion 
that tfw d<']Jartment discredited the blue 
panic. That is not so. It appears to be a 
good grass, but naturally the agrostologlst 
of the dcpartmcld r-ailllol put hi, sral of 
approntl i1pon a gra:-:~ a<.J t }w l't'Sttlt of one 
experiment. Bcforc that c tn br dont• thc;re 
must b<• a great dr.al lllOl'C' C'Xpcnrncllial 
\' ork carl'ied out. I an1 prc~parcd to :3UY 

that flllC ",Wal1o\Y dOf' llOt lllilkC' a SUHli11E~l', 
and that Oll<' te~t i~ uot ~,uffiril•nt to pron~ 
tlw lltility of 1lwt er"''· 

:Ylr. KENxY: The grass seed is boing sold 
throughout Quccll~1and un the basl~ of tho 
ono test. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
intcrL'S1-cd perso11 having had a rnat.P.rial 

g-1 -~(~ of succe~·' in a part icu~ a i' direction 
1nir,ht. be inrlincJ to think that a si1nilar 
degT<'f' of ~IH'Cf';-1.-' ruigltt he Iuct with in 
another diecctinn. 

( )nL' of tht• la~t ion th:tt T propo,;;;c 
to dc:t! v,·ith i~ t rai~..:cd h\' the bon. 
n1Cn1ber for \Vrll'wick conccl'llii 1·g. the inci
d<'~~ce of ru:..:t in IYhr:'at al!d tltc c•eonmnic 
That i~ ccc·a~lonQd h' tlut di:::;\'U~c. _..\t 

the· d•<rwrtrnent is trying ont 
2,0r · of v:heat in the Yarlou~ kno 1 ·r1 

ru:-:t areas of the St~l1:p~thP an'a~ particu\axlv 
: u~<cp1ible to ru~t. \','p ha Ye jn Our sPr\'lcP, 
~1s l l'<:n:arkcd la--t ~\lr. SouttC'r, ~~\ho 
h~1~ hL'cn l'Iltru:--icd h thi~ \rork. VPrv 
k~:cn apprcc:ation l' lS lJl'C'Jl .-:.hoY'll of th·~} 
work do~H--: by JHr. St;utter in the past. a11rl it 
j~ our i11t~·ntion to Ln·jnt:: 2\Ir. frmn 
Bunr.seworg·orai eo full 
~cope ro ~., ltich he are 
\\'(' conducting rn~t rc::;ist-
iug 1 ·1H'ai, but kc<'\Jing in 
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r'lo:•1E' touch \vith the u1ost irnportant rust 
rcscareh station in Australia, at Glen Innes . 
If mv mcmorv serves me right, Mr. Soutter 
has i>aid two" visits to Glen Innes in recent 
tirnPs to asc"rtain the technique employer! 
there. 

The Leader of the Opposition has raised 
another question. I am sorry that I wa~ 
not present in the Chamber when he was 
speaking. I 1nust express ~n:y regret at m~ 
ah~cnce, but I \\-as enterta1n1ng a ve~~y o~d 
and honoured member of the commumty, 1l1 
the pPr.-.on of tho president of the Queensland 
Ambulance Transport Bngade. I understand 
ho made some references to the development 
of the early lamb industry. I am very 
pleaser.l that he has r~ised that questwn. 
I haYe been endeaYounng durrng the p~sr 
tlwelve months to direct my offb:crs to give 
attention to this question of an <'<1rly lamb 
raising. 'Whilst some excellent lambs arli' 
being killocl at the abattm~. such as S~mth 
Downs cross-I understand thftt IS the ch<~nce~t 
cross that is coming into the abattmr-It. 
is quite possible that other crosses may be 
of equal or of greater value. _\Ve have 'ilot 
experimented in Queensland With crossbrede 
to the same extent as has been done in the 
other States. At one time I was closely 
associated with experiments on seventeen 
different crosses involving crossbreds and 
rncrinos, and including English types and 
nwdinm tYpes. Some cr<;sses. arc better than 
other..::, The Dor-;Pt-1\Icnno IS a gooc1 rro'"s~ 
and is giYing- better results in South. Aus
t rali:c than other crosses. Then there IS thE> 
Corriedale-Dorsct cross. In other areas thf> 
Shropshire-Mcrino and the Comoback-Shrop· 
Rl1ire cross0s a1~e giving excellent resul.ts: . l 
bclic'"o that there is a Ycry great possibi]!ty 
for early larnb rais-ing, not onl:v on the l.a~ds 
referred to by the Loader of the OppositiOn 
but also on coastal lands g-enemll;;· Ill assoCia· 
t iou with genoral farmin-g practice. I look 
forward to the time whon \VC shall be abl." 
to embark first of all on some modest experi· 
ment in order to dotormine the right types 
and the right crosses for var!ous areas of 
the State. Now Zealand burlt h~rself te> 
greatness by Young lamb productiOn, and 
I lwlien> that Queensland can make an equal 
contribution if 1.-YO can prosecute research 
along the right liiJos. I agree .v.ery earn<;stl_y 
'"ith the Loader of the OppositiOn th.at It. IS 

neccs.oarv to do something in this drrectwn 
in order. to ddormine the right cross. 

Tho !ton. member for l'v1urillrr made somo 
stricture~ on rcrt 1in officers of Ill~' ~lep -, rt
mont. but on reflection I thii>k he ":'11 feel 
that ho did not quite mean all lw sa1d. pe 
spoke about of!icers of mY drpartm<'nt coj(j:ng 
along one after the other lla!·n ..... ~:nng hnrL 
.and particularly statc~l that o~:c nuln, appar~ 
pntlY a cotton 1nnn, chd not know Yl'r:-' rnndr 
abotit cotton. 

~Ir. GonrREY 1\ToHnAX: It ,,-as d.Hr!11g t 1
tl 

cotton bomn hYch-c years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGinCCL'lTTRE.: 
As the hon. rnernbcr ~,you1d not f.!.'IYC' h1s 
uarnc. I instructed IrlY cotton C'Xl1C'l't to 
to trace ;hio man. \Ye turned up the 
to eoc '~hat cotton th Lon. mcmbc~r delinr<'d 
in order to st c in \Yhat yc:trs 11<' ':·ou!d be 
visiC•d by our cyq}, 1·t~. I 'am rat~1er i1.cli1:r:d 
to think that the hon. 111<.. Lnber v:as earned 
a\\aY hF his own i1nagination in tbai. connec
timJ~ I£ there \V s a.n officer su:cll a tht' hon. 
n1en~br 1 · ~U~"gc·ts during t.hc years that .he 
was gro1'\·i llg cotton I. take.· this oy~pur.t umty 
of ussurjng hint t11at 1£ he \Ya~ rerernng to· 
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a rnan associated with cotton culture he iB 
definite-ly not referring to an ofi1cer of my 
dPpartnwllt. I v, ant to make that point 
quite dear, becaurl.! in the years that the 
hon. member grew cotton or ddiverod cotlon 
to the Cotton Board th'l Driti~h-Amtraiasian 
Cottl1ll As~ociaiion \Yas c1nploying its own 
-officers. It wns an officer of that a:"sociation 
that ,-isitcd the hon. member dming that 
pcr1od. 

::\lr. GoDFREY ::\IoRGAX: Tlwv 1vcre coming 
frorn tlw Dcpartn1cllt of -"-\gricultur·c. 

The ;-;ECH.!~T \HY FOR A\CHICUI/rt-IU~: 
\YhPtl!c•r the_y \YC'tO cmning frorn the Depart-
rnPnt AgriruhnrP or not cloco.:. noi llHttc·ri-
ally the issue. The hon. nF'lllhcr ~aid 
that he had dozens and do .. ens o{ ofticcl's 
fron1 the_ JJ_0partincnt of Ag_i('u]tun:-. ln1t 
when hP J~-' p1nncd down to facts we fiud that 
he is YH"'UPl,y referri11g to onr• ofiic~~r \\"110 
was. not an of!iccr of iho IlC>pal'illl<'Jll "f 
.A:-:Twultnrc but \Y::t~ an office1· of the Briti:-:-h_ 
.Au~t;-·alasian ()otton Assoeiat"io11. 

::\1r. GOJJ' REY l'vJonGAX : Thoro wore se ye ·al 
o!Iicol'·. 

The SEC13.ETAEY FOE ACHICrLTI.;RE: 
They v cl'J not ofiirers of the JJcDnrtment of 
AgriculturP. I J1avc a very keen,__ n'eolleetion 
o.f ilL·. hon. Hwrnlx·r having had a di.~ -·ns-
sron \Ylth a certain go1t:crnun who hiru 
very good ndv~cc about cotton ~ and 
the hen. rnc1nhtT \Vas tuc.;t intr~J'E.~sted ir1 the 
advjee that was gi\:en. hirn, and hP cxpr- :--~<·d 
v-ery great apprC>clation of th~~ cryices of 
thut (Jlticcr, for the tin1e b~ing at Last. 

I ~ ant to cm~cludc bv saYin>r that I a1n 
grati1i cl to kr10I\- that th~ wo~·k ~f ihe ofiicrT.s 
of ruy devartmc~nt is appr~ciaicd. lt d~sorvcs 
to Le approciaied. l bclicYo that we lun·e 
Jll tlH' Dl partn1L'll.t of 1\gri~nl-Lurc loyal 

·who haYo a keen · c£ 
a ricultnral prob1CE1S of Ciu"-..cnsland, ~l_!ld 

therP'~e1v0~ Vl'l''-' zcalo11 1v to tho 
r the lllany ancC divt'rsc ln·oblt t11s 

('Olltl'Ollt thf'lll. 

1\Jr. SlZER (S"nrluatc) [8.28 p.m.]: I want 
to l uko up the flatu argLuncnt whore the 

loft oli. I make no apology for 
of i he loto GoYemmont, and the 

prf'5('llt. ~o\:0n1nH~nt should rnako no apology 
for ccntimung tho smnc policv. Hon. mem
bers oppooitc, particularly tho~sc representing 
11~rh1~t nal Ci'1d J'('~. baYc, for po~it.leal 1''-'a;:u:LJ;:;, 

hrddcn the fact that on the verv dav that 
they entered into an agreement '"to pay the 
\Yho~tgro,,\ ors a price Jn excess of the cco
normc v:cluP of wheat-which meant that the 
consumers had to paJ' more for their flour 
ancl bread-a tax on flour and bread was 
agrcJd to. I n1ust confess that it \Vould be 
a n•r1· :'.crioas thing if the wheatgrowers of 
Amb ab a were placed in a perilous position. 
A~1y actiOn taken from an . \ustralian point 
o[ new mu"3t rccoiYO .,.,~or'"? serious thouo·ht 
in viPw of the great importance of the inchrs
try. to Australi~.. It is a very short-sighted 
pohcy for a l'vluuster of the present Govern
ment to attempt to score politically off 
another GoYernment by holding his hands 
up In horror and saying, "\Yo shall not have 
a flour tax bccau,,e we arc not an exporting 
State," and then proceed to argue that the 
Queen~land consurncr may pa:\r something 
towards th:>"t pool. The hon. gentleman opens 
up a very sorwus argument. Supposing the 
pcopl~ in the vvlH:atgrowing States say "We 
<trc tll'cd of paymg_ a tax to the people of 
QucenslarJd for thou· sugar," whore ·would 
.re b13? \Vould they not be justified in 

furthering that argument if we became ada
mant and said that Queensland would not 
co-operate in giYing any assistance to the 
IYhcatgrowers berauso vve are in an isolated 
position through having no wheat to export? 
Whore would this State and GoYernment get 
to if that question were raised? The Minister 
should consider the question before raising 
tho argument he has done. It is purely poli
tlcal propag-anda for the purposes of placat
jng the indu~trlal 111en1bers of his party, but 
ihe effect mav be much more serious to tho·e 
rnr-rnbcrs tha,n any other hon. member ]n 
tbi.s Pnrlinr:ucnt. · 

}1r. JUooRE: \Ve arc sending choe~e and 
other prim~r} produce to New South ·wales. 

.i'dr. SIZER: \Ve, as a State, have more 
to lc.'le by raising the question of imports 
and exports as botvveen States. 

The SECHET~\UY FOil ACIUCCLTUHE: 'Why did 
,vonr GovcTnment acquire all Hour in Qusen::>· 
land uwlcr the Sugar Acquisition Act? 

:\:r. SlZi,;R: Tho Go,·cnunent of whom I 
'-'as })l'CJtllt to bu a. rnembe1· did their utrnost 
to pn)tcct the \dwat groWL'l, vvhen they took 
that aet.ion. 

FOR l'cBLIC \YORKB: YOU 

WO did. 

:\lr. SLZEH.: I arn not atten1pting to deny 
it. Jt was quite a good policy. A policy 
nn1fo~·n1 throughout thr- Y\ hole of 1\._ustralia is 
110"- being- adopted by the JTederal Govern
ment a1oug those lines, but the Secretary for 
.._\gricu1ture wants to stand back and say, 
'' 1\' o, '' o will not be a pa1·ty to that arrange-

)) ::-.irnnlv because the national Govern
arc iolng to 1nakc what was a State 

a na.tioual ono. The hon. gentleman 
'aiel that his Go1·crnmcnt do not stand for 
a tax on but the ll10lnont tho price of 
"'heat js above its econo1nie value the 
consuuiE:i' to pa,y a t.ax, call it. what you 
like. The san1c position obtains with regard 
to the ;.-:lgar inc1u~-try. Some day the laws 
of this country will Gc (~steel, and the cot.ll'ts 
'.vill put a puncture rig-ht into the laws that 
lmn this principle as their object. ·when 
\Y:'J called the Sugar Acqnisition 1\ct to . our 

in reg-ard to flour I JleYer had any rllu-
a~ to \vhat v;ould lwppen if our decision 

v,ero quc.stioned in a court of law. None 
of us did. \Ve all know that 1ve would not 
have a lop; to ,,tand on. and we 1vero able to 
c a.rry the echemc onlv throug·h the good 
grac.es of the people Co-operating with us, 
as t.hcv rcalisc;d that the wheatgrowers and 
associe:lt.cd industrie·,, would otherwise go out 
of existcllcc. The tirrw has come, a,nd it i;· 
urgent. whon all Governments in Australia 
sh~uld come do\Yn to facts and stop this 
continual snide method of breaking- the Con
stitutinn in all ~ort.s of wavs. We are not 
the on ]y State doing it. ' The Victorian 
GoYcrnnlcnt have aLo done it. rrhe Commis
~ioner of Raih'- a vs jn -victoria has i"..,ncd 
an erlict that Queensland meat cannot be 
purchased bv the State Commissioner for 
Ra.ilwavs. That is contrary to the Common
wcnlth ·constitution. At ot.hor limes we have 
snicl that no peanuts shall be sent out of 
the State except under certain conditions. 
\Ve are only building up an edifice on a 
fmln(lation of quicksand, and the rno1nent 
it. is attacked it must collap~e. We all know 
that to be a fact. If the Minister and lns 
GoYernment prcsist in their attitude they 
inay rai~e a Yery big con~titutional que''·~Ion 
nrematurclv. I think it oug-ht to be ra1sed 
~ncl argued, and settled, bcrt if it is raised 

Mr. 8iz01'.] 
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prematurely we might see some things tum
bling down on his head so rapidly that one 
would not know how to collect them together 
again. It ill becomes the Minister to raise 
the point at this stage. From the _political 
viewpomt we ought all to be candid: If It 
is a good policy to assist the wheatgrowers 
in their time of distress then all Govern· 
ments should do so. 

Mr. BRAND: Just the same as with sugar. 

Mr. SIZER: Yes. On the other hanJ. if 
it is not a good policy, let us alter it. 
Having accepted the policy, why should the 
Government run a1vay fron1 it so shamc
fullv? \Vhv do that when the uttc;npt is 
bcir~g n1a.rlov to seruro a univPrsal price--by 
which I mean an uil-Australian price~that 
will be Queensland's security? If a general 
price were fixed we could then meet the 
competition of other States: hut with n.rv· 
ing priers in different States it sirnply 
means that the State with tho highe,,t price
level will be saddled with the clwap 
material from the other States. \V c have 
everything to gain from a general price, 
and it 1s <1 d1ortslghtcd policy for the ~vfinis
ter to '"·v that he will not have a flour 
tax. Sup[losing the other Sta.tc s said t.hat 
they would not have a sugar tax, cotton tax, 
or an"' other tax. >ve would be in a very 
foolisl~ position indeed. 

I have epokcn to-night to point out to 
the Minister the a\vkwardness of ra.Jsmg 
this question, e.nd to make my O\Vn position 
perfectly char. For a long time I have 
felt thnt we have built up an unsound 
edifice. and that sooner or later we shall 
have to reconstruct. That ean be done 
more easily now than later. 

Mr. GonFHEY MonGA:«: Then wo will pnt 
a tax on everything. 

Mr. S1ZER: We arc getting to the point 
\Yhcn ever';· actiYitv ·will want the same 
thi11g, sirnph" bcea11.s;, Vi'C' arc trying to rnain
blin a price-level that is Ftbovc the economic 
levd. \Ve mav call it stabilisation or some
thing else. We raise the price of batter 
and make our own peoplo pay more for 
butter than is paid overseas, but all that 
is gained is paid away. 

'The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOilKS: The 
basic wage is fixed on the cost of living. 

Mr. SI7:ER: Yes: and the cost of living· 
is influmJCcd by th0 basic wage. Irnmc
diatoly you incroa'<J the basic wage the cost 
of li\·ing g-oes up, bccnuse tho price of 
buttor anfl oth0r <~omrnoditics incrr•R.sc. 
Then, with an increase in the inJ<'x figure. 
another aprlication is rnade for inerca~cd 
wages. rr.hu;;; the vicious clrdc! The 
worker ma:v think that lJC is getting n1ore 
wages, Lut he is ouly doing so no1ninally. 
'.Ve are plaeing our:->{'lYes i11 tho position 
that wn { a,nnot conl})Pto ,,.,-jOt other coun
tries. I v;ould not 1nind raising price;;; 
intcr11ally so t 11at \Ye could ]iyc in a para
disc', provided wo could discharge our obli
gations ovc'r!'ieas and persuade the pcor)lo 
oYorsras to lHLY ns what v;e think our good:; 
arc 'Yorth; hut >\·lwn we can do thaL ,.o 
shall have reached the millennium. In the 
attempt. ho"·cver, there will be many hcart
burnings, and most of us will b'a aged 
persons before it arrives. The whole 
tronhlc that I sro is our neglert to get, down 
to first principles, to clenr off a lot of the 
~tatutes and administrative Acts that are 
tacitly or otherwise brcuking the Constitu· 

[Jlr. Sizcr. 

tion. Until W<' have a definite clea.r line ag 
to whcthei Australia is to be a federation of 
States. a unified Commonwealth, or a serie,. 
of independent States, we shall not know 
where '"'' are. Although the Labour Pe rt:v 
clain1s to he unificationist, the pn'.;Pnt Go
vernment Party adopt an argument of a 
most parochial nature. 

Mr. IV. T. KING: That is not correct. 

:\Ir. SJZER: The hon. member has not 
,~Yen rca:l tho policy of tho Ltbour Party. 

1\Ir. \Y. T. KI:-.:G: I have read it. 

:\Ir. SI7:ER: He signed it, he has swai
lmYod it, ho preaches it. but l10 does not 
know what is in it. 

~lr. \V. T. J(J~G: I kncnv it n1eaiJ- lo'1V 
>,y:Jgc~ frou1 yuu1· point of YiF\Y. I can 
undPI'stand y(;U not \Vaniing it. 

Mr. S17:ER: The pctt:v, parocl>i>;l' aLti
tude we haYo seen adopted by a 1\llmstcr of 
this GoYcrnmont who claims to behove m 
unifwation is most remarkable. I do not 
kno\;vT how tl;c lVIinister reconciles his pa.:ro
chinl attitude. which may b~ ycry d~mag1ng 
to Qcwcnsland, with his party principle ... 

Tho SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 

interjecte-d. 
:>.Ir. SIZER: The Sccretarv for Public 

\Yorl" will go for tho rest .. of his clays 
blan1iug- the Lyons Governnwnt. I. give
him credit for paying a lot of attcntwn to 
his work. but the more he keeps ~lammg 
tho Lvons GoYernment the less 0fficwnt he 
is beCorning. Tho Lyons Goycrn1nont aro 
becoming a nightmare to hin;. Ho knows 
t hut h;s Government are findmg t.he Lyons 
Gon:'nlnH:nt the lEOSt convenient excuse for 
thPir own mistakes. The present Gm·ern
Inont ought to go do\Vll on their k:1ccs every 
ni'"ht and thank heaven that there IS a Lyons 
Gc~vcrnmcnt which they can blame for every· 
thing, because they coulc_~ never bear the 
responsibility of all the sms that could bo 
hcapccl npon their own heads. It IS very 
unfortunate for the hon. gentleman that the 
L; ons GoYcrnm<mt arc doing such excellent 
1l;ings in Australia. Although the. present 
Governrncnt arc getting a share of the loa!l 
monev antilablc, they still blame the L:·ons 
Gm·c;·nmcnt all they possibly can. '!'he 
LYolls Government aro taking a w1dc v1eW 
of things, including flour and wheat, and that 
is Ycry disconcerting to the Sncrctary for 
Public \Yoeks. 

As one with a. full sense of responsibility, 
I i hink it will he a bad mistake for Queens
]·, nd to a;:rco to unification. I think we 
1nado a ba~l 1nistake when we went so far as 
to go e\·c·n for financial lJ.nification, and 
that i a yery big step towards complete 
unification. 

The, CHATH2'11A:\': Orclcr' I mnst ask 
the l10n. nwrnbr'r to confine himself to the 
r;ncstion before the Committee. 

Mr. SIZEI{: I am coming to rho maltpr 
of the flour tax, and to both those points I 
haYo meutioned which I think are vitaL 
\Y c as members of the federation derive 
1lt'lliV bet cfil.s from it. I think the Secretary 
fo,~ ~_L\,u-ricnllnrc is doing Quet:nsla11d bad 
~C'~'\"lco: lfc is raising a clnn~;crous point 
fron1 a Quepnsland aspect \Vhf'n he ¥~"'1YS that 
thn Gov0rnrnent on bclnlf of Queensland 
,,_·ill not be aso0ciated v, :n, the fluur tax. I 
~nv thrrt hP jc;; ndtnini"trril ;s a flour tax 
t'J-cbv. I-IiR admini~tration frorn a farn1ing 
; Ji:.t of view I endors-e so· far as wh0at i" 
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Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

CHIJ~IICAL LABORAfORY. 

move-

" That ?,e granted for ' Chemi· 
cal Laboratory. 

Item agreed to. 

COTTON INDUSTRY. 

move-
" That £8,323 be granted for ' Cotton 

Industry.''' 

Item agreed to. 

The 
(Hon. 
move-

DAIRY PRODC:CE ACT. 

" That £16,406 be granted for ' Dairy 
Produce Act.' " 

lllOVC-

SLAUGHTERIKG ACT. 

FOR AGRICULTURE 
IJarcoo) [8.52 p.m.J: I 

" That £11,791 be granted for 
' Slaughtering Act.' " 

Government. 

Supply. 1377 
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growers." 
"Yours faithfully, 

"I\1. G. Hooper, Secretary." 

centage waste 
system weighing 
the buyers. They 
stand the position. When the 
down they could be immediately 
ihe weighbridge ins.tead of into 
done now. There would be no 
all. The cattle ·would be sold 
hour or so of being weighed. If 
weighed at 10 o'clock in the 
·sold at 11 or 12 o'clock there 

Sttpply. 
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of the abattoir has effec-
all criticism. 

the small calf trade 
this Btate at the 

the chairman 
informed me 

small calf 
annum to 

con~ 

operated; 
a great advantage 

calves, and who 
10 or 20 miles. 

a day or two 
They have to 

occasion, There 
coming from different 

one day. That would make a 
work in the £tock inspector's office. 

CHAIRMAN: Order ! I assume that 
member's remarks are leading up to 

of inspections, with which this 

Mr. EDW ARDS : Yes. How can they 
inspect those calves if the latter do not 

there to be slaughtered? I want 
to take that into consideration. 

I want to Minister another ques-
tion. The is paid £320 a 

are 
and 

the same as an ordinary inspector. 
of fact, the other inspectors 

more than the senior inspector, 
would like to know the reason for 

While the Minister was speaking to
would think that nothing further 
done, and were just in the 

same position as so far as the 
employment of inspectors in looking after 
disease is concerned-that we have not got 
any distance forward, and the people should 
agree to have imposed upon them any taxa
tion that the Government may wish to 
impose. The Minister emphasised 
tention that people in any industrv 
not quibble about any taxation o; 
that may be them for the 
out of their It must be 
that the regard to 

on the 

Mr. EDW ARDS: Who finds the revenue? 

heavy bu·rden to carry at the present 
Although the inspectors' salanes 
out of revenue, the 
pigs and 
way to 

The 
you are 

vary 

truck 
there 

way 

An OPPOSITION ::\11ECYIBER : If you ask the 
board it will do it, 
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is con
effect 

the abattoir 
has been 
incorrect. 

before, 
a grow

selling meat as meat and 
Meat is now being pur-

meat hall after inspection, 
arc able to obtain car

of carcasses according to 
This method of selling 

to sell according to 
the grade of cattle, 

our export 
in the yards 

on quality, but 
a whole has 

If meat 
on a quality 

encouraged to 
five 

to New 
whole 

to 
to the 

not been 
for New 

They are now purchasing 
•double the quantity of meat that was pre-

[Hon. F. W. Bulcock. 

viously purchased. The inspection of the 
carcasses, particularly of pigs, is very care
fully carried out, and brings homo to one 
the· risks that were run by the people :of 
Brisbane when stock was slaughtered in the 
isolated slaughter-yards. There are eom
parativoly few condemnations in comparison 
with the number of stock slaJJghtered, and 
the inspections are carried out so carefully 
that it is absolutely that the con-
demned portions do consumption. 
The whole an infinitely 

undoubtedly to 
of Brisbane. 

meatworks will 
later on fur

has been 
compari
in days 
now of 

to quality. 
has been 

recognised 
undert,aking 
of responsi-

management, and 
we have secured 

management in Australia. 
depends on that fact. 
abattoir depended to a 

efficient management, 
of all departments in 

established what the 
eo't n,nd that 
it could be seen at a where any 
discrepancy might The results 
obtained show what management 

do. The operations are so remarkable 
the profit in each section can be deter

a decimal point. Success has been 
at the abattoir, and it is only a 

of a continuation of the present care
management to make it a greater success. 

Item (Slaughtering Act) agreed to. 

STATE FAR~!S AXD GARDENS. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [9.31 p.m.]: I 
move-

" That £7,244 be granted for ' State 
Farms and Gardens.' " 

Item agreed to. 

than the appropria-
appropriation for 

£281, while 
of £807. 

to 

~!ISCELLANEOUS SERVICES. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) [9,32 p.m.]: I 
rnovc-
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whether this is not a quc,tion of the Govcrn
'lnent again evading a promise that was 
made last year. The explanation given by 
the Minister to-night ,,-as not Yery satis
·factory. 

\Ve were particularly pleased at the infor
mation we got from the 11inister. The 
"Agricult.uml J"onrnal " has been kept up 
to a bigh standard of dliciency. It give-
full publicity to thc Yarions experiments con
duct(•d from time to time. and items of 
-interc·~t. in connection with, research \vork, 
"'!so the work of our tochnologish. 'l'his is 
of v,n;at help to the farmer. The great 
weakness of the journal is it doe~ not 1·each 
the home of every producer. I suggest 
to the Minister·-I tried to clo it mvself, 
but., unfortunately, the money was not r~Yail
alJ!e-that this journal be i"uccl in a more 
practical form, and that it giYe greater 
information than at present. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIO\:LTCRE: This 
Toto has nothing to clo with the journal. 

l\Ir. \YALKER: That might be clone by 
Becuring rnoro advertisements. In ordL•r that 
the journal n1ight reach the fanners, I ::<ug
gcst that the: lmttcr factorit s forv;ard that 
portion of the journal affecting· the dairying 
industry to the dairymen with their monthly 
Tcturns. That would cost little or no money 
at all. 

During this sesswn an attempt has been 
_made on flrivate mcrr1bcrs' day to indict the 
Fe<.lcral Government on a charge of injuring 
·our primary industries, such as the tobacco, 
banana, auc! cotton. I refrained from deal
ing with that subject on the vote for the 
Chief Office beeausP I eousiderccl it was not 
a fair thing to take up the time of this 
Committee on the subjr•ct, but as four or 
five hou. mcrnbers opposite have dealt 
"'xhaustively with tlntt question, it is incum
"bent that I should explain what the Moore 
Government did for the·co industries in con
jllnetion with tho Federal Govcrnrnent. 
\Vhen the J\Ioorc Government wcrp elected 
to office certain investigations into tho 
tobacco indu_stry \vere carried out jn conjunc
tion "·ith the Commonwealth Government 
and the British-Amtralian Tobacco Company. 
'The QueC'tuJand Governn10nt ttho carried 
out certain experiments. During the first 
tcrn1 of our offi('C' it was suggested that ::;ome
thing should be done. The experiments 
-carried out by the Queensland Government 
compared more than favourablv with the 
other experiments, and it wac 

0 

decided to 
inaugurate a scheme of tobacco settlement. 
\Ve consiclNNl it wise not to rush into the 
tobacco inc1ustr:v-thc present GoYernmont 
rushed into the Beorburrum scheme. \Ve 
-selected CPrta in areas for tobacco farms at 
J\Iareeba, ancl then selected twentv-seven men 
ro«:-css1ng not less than £300 cvapital each 
for i:!1ose areas in order that they 
would not bo a burden on the GoYernment. 
IY o cxiPndr cl very generous treatment to 
thef'P tohnceo-gro-.,yers. The land vvas cleared 
bv the Crown an cl the men ''"ore place-d on 
sprciallv prepared lane!. which was made 
available to them at 2s. 6d. per acre, payable 

'OYC'r a number of years. Dnc to the ·watch
fulness of the depArtment in sending three 
C'xports to the district-two of them were 
paid bv the State and the third bv the 
·Cornmoinvealth and the State in equal pro
portions-excellent tobacco was produced, 
.and tl-u~ PXp0rinrcnt was ~ucce:-.sful. Sur
YPYors were then sent to the district bv the 
cGovcrnmcnt, negotiations proceeded between 

the Department of Public Lands and the 
Department of J\.Iines in regard to areas 
under the mining homestead system, and 
the scheme was extended. Tobacco-growing 
requires great care and an ever-watchful eye 
for diseases. including blue mould. At all 
stages of prodl!otion particular attention 
has to be paid to plucking, curing, etc. ; 
ancl one point which I noticed particularly 
when I Yisitecl the district was the success 
of those growers who had closely followed 
tlw export advice. Some of these men, by 
Pfficicnt methods, made from £400 to £500 
a year. 

So far as the excise duty is concerned, 
we know there is another phase to consider
the question of the cost to the consumer. 
Can anyone right!)' contend that we are 
gl'tting cheap tobacco in Australia? \Ve 
hav'' a dnty to look at that aspect of the 
matter. It is not a question of the tariff 
which is affecting the price, but a question 
of quality, clue, amongst other things, to 
seasonal conditions and disease. An excise 
duly of 3s. a lb. may appear small--

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! At the com
mencement of the debate on these Estimates 
hon. rncn1bcrs entered into n contract vvith 
the Chair to have a general discussion ou 
the Chief Office vote, and to confine them
selves thereafter strictlv to the Yote under 
consideration. I would "ask hon. members to 
keep that contract with the Chair. 

Mr. WALKER: I recognise that the whole 
of the discucc:ion is l'Ompletely out of 
order; b11t the point is that statements have 
been made by the Secretary for Public 
\York' and other hon. members, and I want 
to emphasise the unfairness of the whole 
business. IIowevcr, 1\'fr. Hanson, if you 
rn\0 me out of order I shall bow to your 
rulir:g; but although the 3s. excise duty 
tnay appcJ.r srr1all, wo have also to consider 
freight. harbour and other charges before 
the tobacco reaches the consumer. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I cannot allow 
a repetition of the debate which took place 
on the " Chief Office" ,·ote. I want hon. 
members to be fair, and to honour the con
trilct made v·it.h the Chair. vVo are now 
discussing " l\.Iiscellaneous Services." 

JUr. WALKER: And that provides for 
the " Development of agricultural, horti
cultural, and dairying industries and scien
tific investigations." Of course, if I am out 
of order I shall not continue to offend. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hen. 
nwmbl'r will have an opportunity to deal 
with the matter on the resolutions reported 
from the Committee. 

Mr. \YALKER: I merely wanted to 
emphasise that the J\1oorc GoYernrnent did 
eYcrything possible to foster the tobacco 
industry. The duty question .,,-as certainly 
a big one. because we had not only to con
sider the dLlty. but the carriage o-..-cr here, 
and other sundries too numcrou::) to mcntiDn. 

vY c arc inclinNl to be cliqppointed on 
accoLmt of the enormous quantity of tobacco 
which is con1ing to Australia fr01n other 
countries. It is only a few years ago that 
we started the industry. At first tobacco 
was onlv grown in the Texas district. \Ve 
ha ye at V pr('scnt 936 growers, cultivating an 
area of 6.178 acres, with a production of 
1.360.390 lb. of tobacco. That is a wonderful 
rc'cord. The J\Tinistor ought to be cm:
gratulated on his share of the achievement. 

Jlr. W all;cr.] 
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\Ye have to cope with blue mould and other 
pests in connection with the growth of 
tobacco from its infant stage; so that I 
think wo have done remarkably well. \Vo 
have a consurnption in Australia of 20,000,000 
lb. a year. However, if I continue on these 
lines I shall infringe yoqr ruling, Mr. 
Hanson, and therefore I conclude my 
rcrnarks. 

::VIr. KENNY (C:uok) [9.43 p.m.]: I want 
to deal with the de,·elopnlc•nt of agriculture 
and scientific inYestigation, \Vhich cmnes 
under this vote. It is a phase of agriculture 
which is very important, and >ve should 
discms the deYelopment of the industry and 
the• effect of Government policy in that 
regard. 

The tobacco inJustry in Korth Queensland 
has been investigated by a committee ap
pointed by the Federal GovNnmcnt which 
went throug-h the district and has made a 
report. I ;wticed a reference in tho press 
tu the report, and the Secretary for Agricul
ture commented on the report and said he 
was pleased to see that the Federal 
authorities were vacating the field of 
scientific inYestigation. 

The SECRETAHY FOH AGHICULTURE: I said I 
would l1e pleased if they did, hut there is no 
certainty of it. 

Mr. KE;'\~Y: I hope that if they do the 
Minister will carr'' on and take advantage 
of the experience of the officers of the Federal 
Government conversant >vith tobacco culture 
in Xorth Queensland. 

There appeal'S to be a wrong in1prcssion 
on the part of hon. members with r<'gard 
to the tobacco industrY. The Secretarv for 
Public \Vorks and the hon. memhe1: for 
Rockhampton took me to task for moving 
an amendment to a mution moved hy the 
hon. member for Rockharnpton concerning 
the action of the Federal Government with 
reo;ard to the tobacco ancl other industries. 
I ~have no intcllticn of dPaling with that. 
hecauso I co11siclcr those hon. 1nembers were 
out of order. Thn' hianwcl me because I 
1r.oved an an1cndrr1ent in order to sho"\v the 
effect of the po·Jicy on the dc.-clopment of 
tlw indu,strv. This is an industry that must 
he ven ca;:cfullv handled. all(] ":hile we are 
expectlng the Federal aEthoritics to vacate 
the ftcld of scientific inn"tigation the Go
Yernment of Qucr•nsland must he prepared 
to carry on fron1 \vhcrc the Fec1cral GoYern
mcnt lea•·e off. The den·lopmrmt of this 
industry has been going on for a long period. 
Its inception dates back to tlw time when 
Labour >Yas in pmwr in the Federal Parlia
ment. ?11r. F. :\1. Forclc, thPn MinistN 
for Trade and Customs, referred the matter 
to thn Tnriff Board prior to the last Federal 
dections. The Tariff Bo11rd came to Queens
land. taking cYidcnco to sec what could be 
done to dcYelop the industry on a sound 
basis. hut thev did not go to Xorth Queens
land to inye;;;tiQ'atc th0 po~itlon thPre. Thc\7 

!'RYC the people in Korih Queensland tw~ 
davs to come to Brisbane to put the casP of 
ilw tohe,cco-g-rowcrs in the J\1arecha district. 
After th0 Tariff Bonnl made its report, it 
wa o adoptee! by the FE"Clcral GoYcrnmcnt. It 
\HJ<:; t.hn Labour Go..-ernn1cnt \Yho put tho 
tariff there and it \Yas thf' Labour Govern
n1P1lt \Yho \YOuld l!Ot giYC the rwoplc the 
ri~ht to put their case. 

c\ GOVER~OIEXT :ME11BF.R: vYhat about the 
timber industry? 

[Jf1'. 1V alkcr. 

Mr. KEKNY: I am dr alinr; wi' ~-, the 
tobacco industry, but I >v-ill reply l1l a few 
words to the hon. member. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. 
member for Cook will not be in order in. 
replying- to the remarks of a member on 
another vote. He must confine himself to 
the .-ote before the House. 

Mr. KEKNY: I just wish to show that 
peoplo in the tobacco wreas did not get 
reasonable facilities that they should have 
got, and that is ~ne of the reasons why 
to-day the tobacco mdustry m the northern 
p11rt of the State is in such an unfavourable 
position. The Tariff Board took thrs actwn 
under a Labour Government, and it is that 
action which has brought about the neces
sih· for the im·estigation which has just 
tal~en place. It is too early, however. to 
discuss the Committee's report_ but we have 
had an inkling- of what it will be. In the· 
course of the 'development of this industry 
it must be recognised that a number of 
people did pav high price-. for land. While 
the Moore GoYernment were in power and 
trying to develop the industry on a safe 
basis so that people would not go "broke," 
people with money wanted to get into the 
industry and develop it, and the Govern
ment h'ad to open up land to g·ive them an 
opportunity to do so, or they would ha vc 
gone elsewhere with their money. Thai· 
land was accented hy these people on a per
petual leasehold basis. As a result a 
number of people at present are on land 
which is over-capitalised. 

The SECRETARY FOH PuBLIC LANDS: '-low 
you are supporting perpetual leasehold. 

Mr. KENNY : The hon. gentleman 1s 
like a gramophone, and is trying to throw 
me off the track. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. KENNY: The Leader of the Govern
ment should set an example to other hon. 
members. 

This is a matter of holding the tobacco
growers on the land, and that can he done 
only by the Queensland Government, as the 
Federal Government are vacating the field. 
It has been reported that tobacco cannot h\,l 
grown in North Queensland under 2s. 2d. 
per lb. If that is so, it is going to be a 
very serious thing, not only for Nnrth 
Queensland but for the Government, bocaust' 
if thev cannot produce tobacco under 2s. 2d, 
per lb. they will require to receive 4s. a lb. 
to enable them to remain on the land; con
sequently there is need for a, larger vote in 
this department to en a hlc the Government 
to carry out scientific development. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGRICL:LTURE: You will 
agree with that vote? 

Mr. KEXNY: I would agree with this 
vote if it was £10.000 greater than it is 
now. Scientific investigation of the indus
try is ne-cessary, and the vote \vill have to 
be considerably increased if that >rorlc is tn 
be carried out properly. If >ve are to 
belie,·o that the cost of production will he 
2s. 2d. per lb., with a return of 500 lb. of 
tobacco leaf to the acre, something will have 
to be done to show the people in the locality 
that tohacco can be produced at a cheaper 
rate. I have pointed out on many occasions 
that the Government will have to provide 
financial assi,tanco to enable the tobacco
grmv-ers to investigate these matters £or 
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themsch·cs. The secret of their success lies 
in a reduction in the cost of production, 
and this can bo achieved only by scientific 
investigation on the part of the farmers, 
seeing that it is not being done by the 
Government. Much has been eaid bv the 
present Government about the actions of 
the Federal Gm·crnment. nnd this is a 
.question to be considered by the Federal 
GoYcrnrnf'nt and ono OYt'l' \d1ich this Par1ia
n1cnt hn!" no controL 

The CHAIRMA-:\f: Order! I ha Ye already 
told the hon. member that he cannot reply 
to speech<"> made on a preYious debate. Ho 
must conf1ne his rernarks to tho quL --tion 
before the Committee. 

Mr. KENNY: Many people aro under 
the impression that the diflicnlt;,r will be oYcr
·come by an ,.Jtcration in the Customs duty, 
but '· g-rentN factor is a reduction in the 
cost of production, thP Pliinination of inferior 
lea f. and greater production of high-cla .e 
leaf pC'r acre, and this ca.n be sec:urcd 
only by the expenditure of a large 
amount of money on scientific inve-,ti.gatlon. 
That money is not being pro;-idcd in the.'c 
Estimates. The work will haY<> to be car
ried out by the farmer. No alteration of 
duty will assist the farmer to obtain a pro
·litable price unless he is able to place an 
acceptable leaf on the market. Koeth 
Queensland can grow good tobacco, and I 
regret that the Secretary for Public \V mks 
should have said otherwise. 

The SECRETARY FOl\ PtiBLIC VYORKS: I did 
-not say that. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The CHAIRi\'lAC\i: Under the provlSlons 
Df the Sessional Orders agreed to by the 
House on 16th August and 18th October lad, 
I shall now leave the chair, and make my 
report to the House. 

The House resumed. 
The CnAIRMA~ reported progr<''S, and asked 

leave to sit again. 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

·of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 9.56 p.m. 




