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THURSDAY, 12 OCTOBER, 1933. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

ASSE:\T TO BILLS. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
messages from His Excellency the Deputy 
Governor, intimating His Excellency's assent 
to the following Bills:-

Main Hoads Fund Transfer Approval 
Bill. 

Trade Coupons Bill. 
Pig Indush·y Bill. 
Money Lenders Act Amendment Bill. 
Lien' on Crops of Sugar Cane Act 

• .\mendment Bill. 

Mr. SPE_\KER: Hon. members will 
observe that a new method is being adopted 
in announcing the assent of Bills. Pre­
viously assent to each Bill has been 
announced separately, and placed on the 
business-sheet in that manner. This meant 
a duplication of printing to an extent which 
was becoming very expensive. In future. 
in cases where assent to more than one Bill 
is conveyed by message from His Excellency 
the Governor on the same day, I propose, 
with the consent of the House, to ask him 
to be good enough to accept the new form, 
in order to save the time of the HomP 
and r·educe expense 1ll the printing of 
messages. 

HmwcRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

QUESTIO:\S. 

S cGGESTED ToB.\CCO ExPERD!EXT STATIOX IN 
TEXAS DISTRICT. 

:Ur. COSTELLO (Carnarron) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture-

" In view of the allocation bv the 
Commonwealth Government of £20,000 
for investigation and instruct~on 111 con­
nection with the tobacco indnstry, will 
he g-iYe favourable consideration to the 
establishment of an experiment station 
in the 'l'exas di~trict for the purpose of 
Jemonstrating to tobacco-growers the 
various pha3es of this industry, includin~ 
gro\ving, pests and diseases, curing, and 
grading for the Australirrn market •" 

The SECHETAHY FOR AGIUCULTUHE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, JJarcoo) replied-

" I have no particulars at prm;ent as 
to the terms upon which the money 
r<:>fcrrcd to has been allocated, and until 
this information is available it is impos­
sible to give any indication as to how 
the grant, if there is one, will be ex­
pendecl. In the expenditure of any money 
on tobar'co investigations that n1ay be 
placed at my disposal the Texas dis­
trict will not bo overlooked. I have 
already approved cf expPrimcntal ferti­
lizer trials for the Texas di "trict." 

GovER:'!ME:'iT RELIEF FOR KECESSrToc:s 
FAR}IERS. 

:\11'. GRIMSTO)<E (Stanley) asked the 
Se, retary for Labour and Industry-

" 1. In reference to his statement in 
answer to a question on 3rd instant that 
ration assistance only is given to desti­
tute farmers and that such assistance is 
subject to a condition of repayment, does 
this policy apply in the case of destitute 
share-farmers? 

" 2. If so, will he gi Ye further con­
sideration to this matter, in view of the 
fa,ct that most sharc-farmPrs own no 
property and arc often in worse circum­
stances than men with homeo in cities 
and towns who are eligible for relief 
work without any condition of repay­
ment?" 

The SECRETARY FOH LABOUR A:\D 
I:.JDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Townsville) 
r plied-

" 1. As a general policy-no. The 
hon. member was communicated with 
bv letter on 1st July and advised that 
tlwrn is no general prO\·ision that ration 
relief is only granted to farmers on con­
dition that they repay snch relief, but 
each case is taken on its merits, and 
where it is considered tho circumstances 
of the applicant justifY it, arrangements 
are made for an undertaking to repay 
being given to the department. 

" 2. See answer to No. 1." 

Pcnn PuLL INDEPENDE:'!T OILS, LIMITED­
ADVERTISING SPACE IN " COURIER-JYIAIL." 

l\Ir. FUNNELL (Brisbane) asked the 
Premier-

" Is he aware of the fact that the 
Purr Pull Independent Oils, Limited, 
wholesale petrol distributors, who have 
largely been responsible for the general 
reduction in the price of petrol in 
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Queensland, have been refmed advertis­
ing space by the Queensland "''cwspaper 
Proprietary Company, Limited, in the 
' Courier-Mail' ne\vspaper ?" 

The PRE:\1IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Maclcay) replied-

" Yes. I an1 inforn1ed that th~ 
' Courier-Mail ' have refused to pu'Jlish 
"dvertisemcnts from this company which 
have appeared in the ' Standard.' 
'Truth.' and 'Telegraph,' a··• wPll as 
the ' Sydney Morning Herald ' and 
other Southern newspapers." 

MOTOR SPIRIT VENDORS BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruce, The Tableland): I 
move~ 

" That the Bill be now read a third 
time." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT-RESU}!PTIOK OF DnuE. 

(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

Question stated-

" That there be granted to His 
Majesty, for the service of the year 
1933-34, a sum not exceeding £300 to 
defray the salary of the Aide-de-Camp to 
His Excellency the Governor." 

Mr. LLEWELYN (Toowoomba) [10.39 
a.m.]: At the outset I deeire to congratulate 
the Treasurer on the excellent Financial 
Statement that he submitted for the con· 
sideration of Parliament. A noticeable fea· 
ture of that Statement is that, nohvithstand· 
ing that no increased taxation is imposed, 
grants and subsidies to social service-., which 
have been severely handicapped for come 
years, arc not. being curtailed. I can "iJpre­
ciate the feelmgs of thankfulness of various 
organisations throughout the State when they 
realise that thev need have no anxietv a~ 
to grantc or subsidies for the current v~ar 

Mr. KE:-!NY: They are lower tha;1 for 
1931-32. 

Mr. LLEIYEL YN: I have perused the 
figures, and I do think the hon. member's 
statement is true. 

A wonderful season is now being experi­
enced throughout the State, and if that 
happy state of affairs continues for som8 
time to come. I am hopeful that it will have 
the effect of making our revenues more 
buoyant. I have no desire to pose as a 
prophet, but I a!ll exceedingly hopdul that 
th· revenue whiCh the State will receive 
this financial year will be greater than the 
T_reasurer anticipates. Prospects of a he,cvy 
ywld of 'vheat are exceedingly bright. and 
should the season continue to be favour· 
able there ,,-ill probably be a record harvest 
of that gr~in. .It is unfortunately likely 
l hat low pnces wlll prevail. Present indica· 
tions are that for the ensuing season the 
wheat farmer will receive a lower price 
than for some years past. 

Mr. CoSTELLO : What is the \Yheat Board 
doing? 

Mr. LLEWELYN: I am of opinion that 
last year the \Vheat Board acted unwisely in 

[Mr. Llewelyn. 

not acce-pting the conditions agreed to bv the 
Government. For the information o{ the 
Committee I shall particularise those con­
ditions. 

In :'\ovember, 1932. the Government agreed 
to the foilowing proposal in respect to the 
sale of wheat for the current smnon:-

" (1) The vVh,,at Board to negotiate 
for the sale to Queensland flourmillers 
of the whoie of the wheat of mi!lable 
quality on the basis of 3s. 6~d. per bu".hel 
at growers' stations for Ql quality, with 
clockages for ' heat below Ql. 

·' (2) In the event of wheat values 
declining in Southern and overseas mar­
kets, the board price of 3s. 6~d. per bushel 
to re1nain unaltered. 

" (3) In the event of the price of wheat 
advancing bcyo"d the then existing 
Sydney Harbour (3s. per bushel) or New 
South vVales country station value, the 
price of wheat to Queensland millers to be 
increased bv a sln1ilar an1ount. Tho 
increase in price by the board shall not, 
under any cir~urnstance", exceed the li1nit 
of ls. per bushel. 

" (4) The price of 3s. 6~d. shall include 
any monetary assistance rendered by the 
Fedora] Government, the moneys made 
a' ai!able to be utiLod in the reduction 
of freight charges on wheat. 

" (5) The powers contained in the Sugar 
Acquisition Act and the Profitc1oring Pre­
vention Act to be continued in operation 
in so far as the provisions of tht'se Acts 
apply to wheat and flour, with a view 
to stabili"ing the price of these com­
niodities." 

A confe1·encc of the \Vhoat Board and 
the Quccmknd flourmillers was held on 
15th and 16th 2'\ovembcr, 1932. when the 
above proposals were submitted but were 
r"jccted by the \Vheat Board. who were of 
the opinion that a better price could be 
obtain.:::.J fo'!..· the gTO\YCr~ on the open market. 
I hope that. if the powers contained in the 
Sugar Acquisition Act are put to the test, 
we shall find that the conditions and regula­
tiom contained therein will be valid so that 
our wheat industry may be protectr·d against 
the clumping of Southern flnnr in Queene· 
land. 

:'.h·. CoSTELLO: The Moore Government 
ll''ed the Act effectively. 

:\Ir. LLE\VELY:'\: We have used it 
effectively too, but thoro has b,:•cn no chance 
of te.,ting its validity. It will be remem­
bered th •t for months an attempt was made 
to get the farmers supplying the Wheat 
Board to agree to the conditions set out, and 
the delay by the wheatgrowers in agreeing 
to them has resulted in additional overhead 
costs and a great deal of anxiety to the 
wheatgrowers, which. had the conditions bnc•n 
, p:recd to in the iJTst in,.tance, would not 
have been the case. 

As negotiations had again broken down, 
the millers had no alternative but to import 
thcit flour requirements from the South, and 
in all approximately 3.000,000 bushels of 
Southern wheat were. purchased by the 
Queensland millers. On 23rd Februarv the 
Government. consequent on the rejection by 
the \Yheat Board of the proposrrls for the 
purchase of the Quc,ensland crop. decided 
to withdraw their offer. which allowed the 
hoard absolute freedom of action in pto­
rnotinp: the sale of its product. Eventuallv 
a further conference between the board and 
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the millers was held on 3rd April, when 
the board accepted the offer of the millcJ'o 
for tho purchace of the whole of the millable 
wheat, amounting to 1,800.000 bushels. at a 
prlc'~ of 3~. 3~d. per bushel at growers' 
stations for whf~t of Ql grade, v.Tith dock­
ag·es of l~d. ancl 3d. per bushel for Q2 
and Q2A grades re·pectincly. This price did 
not include the Federal grant, arnounting 
to approximately 3d. per bushel. 

ThL price received by the growers is really 
1.hc ~au1e as the Govcnuncnt's original offer 
in ::\oyernber last year. By the \Vheat 
Board's dolav in accepting the•-;e tern1s, pool 
expenses ha\·e increased. The expenses of 
the pool, a vera 'iCd over the seasons 1929-30, 
1930-31 and 1931-32, _,-ere approXImately 3.5d. 
per bt;shel, whereas it is anticipated that 
the expenses for the 1932-33 season will be 
6d. per bushel. In addition, tho Darling 
Harbonr pri.ce when the GoYernrnent's origi­
nal offer was rnade was 3;;:. per bushel. 
whereas the price at Darling Harbour when 
the board ngreed to the millers' pr'?posals in 
April was 3s. ld. As It was proYJded that 
in the e', ent of the pnee of v.h,·r·,t advancmg 
beYond the existing Darling Harbour price, 
the price to Queenoland millers would be 
inrreascd bv a si1nilar an1ount. tho grol\£'1':· 
have mffen~cl a cli>cinct loss of ld. per bushel 
on account of the \Yheat Bo:crd's delay. 
Had the offer been accepted in X ovember. 
the growcH would have recein>d ld. per 
bushel more above S;dney parity than they 
are now receiving. 

T brlie.-o that the members of the \Ylwat 
P.o:ud yycrc animated by a desire to do the 
, ery best they col.lld for tho whcatgrowcr ,, 
althouo·h they did not do qlllte so well as 
w;m]d "have been the case had they accepted 
the a~rcomcnt in the first in-.tanco. Although 
there" will be a large yield of wlw•t this 
'ear I can only hope tha.t the \Vheat 
Boai:d will do all they po"sibly can to 
obtain for the v heatgrower the highest 
pos•ible price for hi: commodity. 

During the debate on the Address 111 
Reply eome hon. members have referred to 
the policy of the. present Govcrnm::-nt a 
regards the cont:hbons prevn.,llng 111 the 
industrv; in no uncertain manner they have 
condt'm-ned unioni,ts and the principlPs of 
unionism. There bas never previously been 
g' eater need for the most strict observance 
of the principles of unionism and all that it 
st«ncls for. The rpg·ulations under the Shops 
and Factorit s Acts sadly needed tightening 
ur. The definition of " factory" in the Act 
i:-; a place '' vrhere two or moro persons are 
<·mploycd in the use of machinery or power." 
Tho main principle of the Acts was the 
rc"ulatic.n of the hours in shops and fac­
torlc'', nnd also strict supervision in n,gard 
to the hol.lrs of opening and closing. At the 
pre'"ent time, owing to the large ntunbcr of 
unemplo·:cd, there arc very grave abuses 
"hi eh require the strictest supervision to 
y,revcnt the growth of insidious methods of 
evasion of the law and its pernicious effects. 
The prevailing economic conditions arc 
responsible; but the practices to which they 
have given rise should be discouraged in 
e\"Cry \vay. ~t\.. rnotor mechanic working at 
he n1e can do repair work very n1uch n1oro 
cheaply than in a workshop, O>Ying to the 
fact that he has no oYerhead charges. 
\Yhilst I have no objection-nor can anvone 
a' far as I can see have any substa~tial 
re-ason to object-to a tradesman doing cer­
'cu in classes of work at his home, the prac-

tice to which objL'Ction is t~ ken is that such 
rnen conlnH,nce aud finish at any time, 
whereas if thc"v \Yorkcd iho same ]Jo1n·.:; in a 
,. ,Jrk·lwp thc5: v:ould claim overtime pay. 
Allothel' danger is thut tbc indi..-itlual who 
h:-ts no regular ernployrnont is onconr.:tged to 
:lo this cLss of work, and it all makes for 
a system of cut-throat competition. which 
can only have the rc'.ult of di organiSmg the 
ki1lcd trades. 

The hon. member for East Toowoomba on 
the Addrr s in Reply n1ent.ionc,d what he 
evidently rr:rarded as the per11icious cff::cts 
of unionism in the timber trade. Xothing 
C(,uld be 1noro misleading than his ~tatmncmt. 
l have it on the authority of the manager of 
one of the big mills in the Too,vootuba dis 
b wt that he has no objeetion to unionisu1 at 
all, that he has never experienced any trouble, 
and woulcl prefer to employ the geuume 
unionist than the man who has boon compelled 
1 'J join the union. Other sin1ilar exprcs3ions 
o[ opinion can be obtained from men in tho 
li>dustry to which ihe hon. member referred. 
Tl,c r~al position must be well known to 
lton. n1en1bers, particularly those rrpresent­
i!, 0' country electorates. Small mills are 
r c-tahlished close to timber tracte in orclor 
t ' effect con>iderable savings in the cost 
d transportation. These mills arc. come­
..,, ·,tly away from the supenision d the 
ir.spectors of the Dep:ntment of Labour, 
a11d thus can ccmstantlv evade the can-

't ions laid down in the awards of tho 
Industrial Court. Thev are not subject to 
the conditions laid do~vn bv the Factories 
ond Shops Acts, because tl{ey are without 
tl:-c defined factories and shops areas. 'rhe:,­
a•c thus enabled to sell rough and dressed 
Limber more cheaply than the sawmills 
situated in the towns, which arc within 
euch area. The mills within such 'an area 
Lave not the opportunitv of contravening 
t' o awards of the court" m· the Factories 
· ::d Shops Acts even if they desired to do 
so. I do not suggest that the owners of 
tnnber mills in Toowoomba do dc>sire to do 
eo. I know that the'! arc anxious at all 
times to plav the gamo with their men, but 
they ore up" against very severe competition 
from those who operate outside t:he area who 
are able to keep their gates open before and 
after hours. It "-ould be in the best interests 
oi the millowners and of their employees 
if the conditions laid dmn1 bv industrial 
n wards and the Factories and "Shops Acts 
\>ere strictly observed. 

~'mother phase of se.-oro cut,throat com­
pdition is to be found in the building trade. 
1 do not think that any other class of 
:killed workmen have been so seriously 
n!Iceted by the blight of economic ~or:di­
nons "" those associated with the bmldmg 
tc·ade. Hather than embark upon relief 
work, carpenters are prepared to band 
themselves together to carry out -..vork under 
"hat they term a contract, which stipulates 
that they shall divide the surplus after all 

ccounts have been paid. The amount that 
i:· divided does not in any way approach the 
award wage of £1 ls. a day. I know of 
my own personal knowledge that builders 
\Yorking under this system, even within the 
factories and shops arPa, commence before 
8 o'clock, work after 5 o·cloek in the after­
naon, and ·even on Saturday afternoon. 
They aro prepared to contract themsclYes 
out of the provisions of legal enactments. 
'l his position was particularly well oxempli­
fi ·d by a court case recently heard by the 

Mt·. Llewelyn.] 
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indnstrial magistrate in Toowoomba. This 
rcrort of the proceedings appeared in the 
Toowoomba "Chronicle"-

"STARVATIOX \VAGES. 

'' ALLEGATIQ::_-{ I~ COURT. 

" Contractor's Breach. 
" Industrial Prosecution. 

" The practice of letting out piece­
work in the btdlding trade was strongly 
condemned by the industrial inspector 
(Mr. H. W. Riethmuller) in the summons 
court ye--terday. He declared that such 
methods had been common among Too­
woomba builders and h&d resulted in 
men being employed on ' starvation 
wages.' 

" The case before the court was a 
breach of tho building trades award by 
Archibald Cccil Bain, contractor, in 
that he emplo: ed a carpenter and a 
plumber on piecework. 

" Inspector Riethmuller informed J\lr. 
F. C. M. Bm·ne, P.::w., that he had 
inspected a cottage being erected by 
the defendant by contract, and had 
found that he was supplying the build­
ing material for the jobs and was let­
ting the work of erection to various men 
for 'labour only. The employee who had 
contracted to do the plumbing work, 
labour only, had stated that he was 
receiving £11 for the job. The defend­
ant had stated, however, that he yeas 
paying only £9 10s. ' These cases, I 
consider, have a good deal of import­
ance,' the inspector continued. ' The 
practice has become prevalent in the 
last few years in the building trade to 
let out work under these so-called con­
tracts for labour only.' 

'.' The Police Magistrate: Did you sec 
tlus contract? " 

" Inspector Riethmullcr: There was no 
written contract; there was only a verbal 
agreement. Under the 1929 Act it was 
very difficult, but in the amended Act 
passed last year the definition of an 
Employee has been restored. 

" Explaining the method adopted in 
letting out the work, Inspector 
Riothmuller said that a builder would 
go from emp:oyee to employee until a 
bedrock price had been rEached. This 
resulted in the making of starvation 
wages, as the men were getting work at 
a price. at which they could not possibly 
make hvmg wages. The parties rEally 
contracted themselves out of the av·ard. 
The defendant before the court had not 
been in the busin€ss long, and had 
fallen into the system which was in 
vogue when he came to Toowoomba. It 
was necessary, however, that the case 
should receive publicity so that th€re 
would be no further breaches of the 
award in this direction." 

Other arguments were reported, but what 
I ~ave rear! d€monstrates very forcibly my 
pomt t/;at cut-throat competition methods 
have in sollle instances been winked at; it is 
time in the interests of all parties that this 
practice ceas€d. 

_I now come to the Toowoomba Foundry 
diSpute. After mv reference to this matter 
last session I had" hoped that it would not 
be necessary for me to refer to it a~ain 
but statements made in this House by" th~ 

(2Jh. Llewelyn. 

Leader of the Opposition and the hon. mem­
ber for East 'l'oowoomba compEl me to do 
so. The Leader of the Opposition, when 
referring to the action taken by the T~o­
woomba Foundry to remove part of 1ts 
plant to Sydney, is reported to have stated 
that the company employed 230 men at then 
Sydney works and only 60 in Toowoomba. 
I can only attribute this statement to the 
assumption that the Leader of the Oppo­
sition \Vas misinformed. There a,re 170 men 
now employed by the Toowoomba Foundry 
CompanY in its workshops at Toowoomba. 
A con£ E i·cncc was recently held between the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry, the 
managing director of the company (11r. 
Boycc), and the representative of the unions 
in connection with the men who have been 
locked out from the Toowoomba works. Mr. 
Boyce distinctly told the Minister that 170 
men \vere employed in the Toowoomba 
works. The hon. member for East Too­
woomba, in the course of a speech in this 
Chamber, asked the question, " Could any­
thing be alleged against the management 
of this company?" To that I ans\\·er very 
definitely, "Ye"." The company has at all 
times attempted to break down the long­
established principles of unionism. It has 
attempted to degrade its tradesmen and drive 
them out of employment; it has endea­
\·ourod to flout the a wards and establish 
a rule for itself. The hon. member for 
East Toowoomba made the statement that 
the men interested in the company had 
travelled the world, not on health jaunts, but 
to gain experience. I am informed that one 
of the partners only worked for a short 
pEriod in an English workshop, and I under­
stand that he did not actually work as a 
mechanic in the Toowoomba workshops after 
he returned. Anothe1· partner went abroad 
on a trip, and certainly combined business 
with pleasure. :Mr. Boyce, the managing 
director, served in the war, and, of course, 
took full advantage of every opportunity to 
add to his experience and knowledge, and 
there is no doubt that the additional experi­
ence and knowledge obtained were used in 
the business on his return. The hon. member 
for East Toowoomba claimed that he was 
talking about something that he knew. I 
can only ;;ay that the persons who went over­
sea' did not engage in active bench work 
or give any demonstration of their aptitude 
for skilled work when they returned to the 
Toowoomba foundry, so that it looks to me 
as if their journeyings overseas vvcre of no 
material bEnefit to the company. The suc­
cess of the operations of the Toowoomba 
Foundry Company is largely due to the 
brains of its workers, of whom 27 have been 
\·ictimise-d for fig·hting for their undoubted 
rights. The company discontinued the manu­
facture of locomotives because there was 
more profit in windmills and other agricul­
tural plant. It was not the " dog of union" 
ism," to use the expression of the hon. 
member for East Toowoomba, that prevented 
it from carrying on. It had sufficient vision 
to foster an industry needed by Australia. 
The unions never interfered with this com­
pany from 1915 until 1932, when the com­
pany retaliated f01· the action of the unions 
in appealing against the foundry award­
the so-called "Brigden Award." The hon. 
member for East Toowoomha claimed that 
the legislation passed by the Moore Govern­
ment in respect of the Toowoomba Foundry 
Company was not enacte-d for the purpose 
of lowering wages or lengthening hours, but 
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it is well known that the hours were 
lengthened aml the wage' reduced in the 
iron industry in Queensland to suit this 
company. 

::\1r. SJZER: To il.llow the Toowoomba Foun­
dry Company to compete with its rivals. 

Mr. LLEWEL Yi\f: The company is quite 
able to compete with Southern firms. At 
competitiYe prices the company supplied 
the Commonwealth GoYernmcnt this year 
Y\·itlr six large pumping outfits for use on 
r!JC tran:-:cm~tincntal railway. Last year 
the compctny also supplied a large plant 
for Darwin. 

The hon. member for East 'l'oowoomba 
asked what had happened since the change 
of GoYernment. I can tell the hon. member 
that since the return of the Labour Party 
to power section 62 (b) of '· The Inclw•trial 
ment Act of 1931 '' has beC'n repealed in order 
ment Act of 1931 has been repf'aled in order 
to bring the ironworkers under the condi­
tions preYailing prior to the adwnt of the 
".loore Government in 1929. The hon. mem­
ber for East Toowoomba also stated that 
in consequPnce of the industrial conditions the 
company had decided to moyc some of its 
actiYities Plsewhcre. It mav interest the 
hon. member to know lint the work being 
done in Sydney is galvanisf'd iron \YOrk on 
to\Ycrs for ·winihnill~. and that work was 
being donE' in Svdnf'Y when the ~loorc 
GovC•rnment \Vf'rc i~1 office; indeed, it \Vould 
lw done thoro irrespective of what. Govern­
ment \Vere in power in Qnecn~land, because 
of the dC':-:ire of the con1pany to ~aYe freig-ht 
both wayo'. For c':s:ampiP. ang·lc and flat 
,,-rought iron is bought at ~f'\Ycastlc. and 
if the work was not done in Svdney it would 
mean that fncight would ha;-c to b<' Jnid 
on the raw rnatl'l'ial to Too\,00inba and on 
the finished artic1P frmn Toowoon1b~t to the 
South. lTndcr theso ('lrcurnstanc8s it \',-at! 
n -cess trY for the com'1anv to ha vc work­
~hops in~ Sydne-y \v1H•re ·gal-\·g,niscd iron \\·ork 
could be done. 

::\J:r. Srzm: Do vou reallv think that a 
cmnpan~~ would ciO~e up itS opcratio~:s in 
QuC'<'nshntl, ,,here it ho.s been p-.tabhshed 
for n1any years, merel:v' to sa ye freight? 

:\h. LLE\YELY:-;-: I am po. "tiYo that 
what I have stated about the Snlm'v work­
~hops is correct. A_s a 1natter Of fa~:t. ·ban. 
members know that Ycrv little gaiYanising 
wa' done to the windmills producc<l by the 
'roowoomba Foundr:<· Company. Ottt-idc of 
Queensland the hest customer of the, < om­
panv ,,-as \Vcstern Australia. In tlw mean­
time the American Aero Motor Company 
C'ntcred into compe' ition with the Too­
woomba Foundry Compan:<· in \Yestern Aus­
tralia and compdled the Tgowoomba Foun­
dry Compan~ to usr galvanised iron: ot_hcr­
wisc the other company would haYe reeerved 
the bnsine.ss. Tt was therefore d!'''Jded to 
shift the dies. punches, and templates. also 
the air riYettcrs and the IIeine nrC'ss. to 
Snlncv. All that was done was don.c for the 
s~ke Of convenience and eeono1ny, and not 
ov~'ing to the stringency of labour conditions 
nr union intcrfer.enre. It is worthY of note 
tlrat all that was shifted to SYdnev 'would fill 
onlv one railwav " F " 'vago'n, aDd that the 
l'('I~OYal WaS not SUCh a Yast thing as the 
Lcarler ,,f the Opposition. the hon. m<>mber 
for East 'roowoomba. or the members of the 
Toowoomba Foundry Company would have 
the public believe. 

Mr. SrzER: What would you say if the 
company did shift? 

1933-2 B 

.:\lr. LLEWELYC\: I would be a false pro­
phet. for I say it is not going to shift. 
In 1912 it was decided to add to the com­
pany's activities and do the moulding and 
machinerv sections, but after carrying on 
for some considerable time the company 
found that the industrial conditions did not 
suit it, and that the mills could be made 
more cheaply m Toowoomba, so the manu­
facture of mills was discontinued in Sydney 
and the work was done in Toowoomba despite 
the alleged " dog of unionism." The claim 
that the galvanising section has been sent 
to Sydnev is not true, for the srmple reason 
t.hat the company never had any such plant 
in rroovvoomba nor ever would have even if 
labour "ere 2S per cent. cheaper than it is 
at the present time, or if the " Drigden 
Award'' still existed. This work would 'till 
be done in Sydney. 

Tbc facts of tlw trouble that occurred last 
YUlr. as the result of ,..vhich twenty-seven 
;nPn. wcrc locked "ut. arc well known. It 
-,·ill bP rQmen1lwred that the foundry n1anagc~ 
n1cnt ll.'Yer dispensed vrith any m11ployces. 
The n1cn ncYer left th0ir \YOrk, except for 
the three da:<·s per wed<. The men who 
refn>·!d to put. lPl ,,-it.h the tyranny of the 
co:npa ny had notices sent to them that rf 
they did not relurn their places would be 
filled. Thirty or thirty-fiyc returned and 
applied. bnt tvvcnt.v-.-:;en:-n men were true to 
a priucipk· and refu;;;.rd to return and vvork 
n11d0r the condition::: of the 1nanagemcnt and 
'q':. Yirti:ui:-Pd. They a t·e etill larked out 
a. ne! "·ithont wM'.. Th.cv wer0 told that thcv 
'.""f'rc \vorklng· nndcr the "'Brigden ..:\''· ard." 
hut t hcv claimed to be' ,,-Ol·king under the 
::\Ia-,hinPrv Award conditions Thec.e men 
arc· f'till Out- of "\York and an~iou~ to return 
to the a,-ncation in whic-h thc;y haYo. been 
enrtaa;C'd all tlwir livf's. I \Va1tccl patle-ntly 
to ·h_;ar from the hon. 1ncrnb0r for East Too­
"·com ba some words of consideration for the 
men who "·ere lock0cl out. but all his con­
r· rn wnR fol' tlw n1: n1ber:; of the finn. An1ong 
1l1o- ' 111('11 j~ onr vvho 1w been thirty-fixe 
YU:tr.s auot]Jcr thirtv-ihrc-~ vcar~. and another 
ihirh.·onP vcars in. thC' onoploy of the cam­
pan":· and· the otlwrs ha ye had periods of 
son-i('e yarving from e1ght to twe!Ye years. 
Of thE' h\:entv-~CYC'll 111en victirnised over 
tv·f'ntv arc 1na~Tied, and all have their hon1es 
in To.owoomba. I regret that one of them 
has lost l1is home because he could not meet 
his commitments on it. 'rb.e fact that these 
nwn worked for such a long period for the 
!irn1 proycs their rapacity and reliabllit:v. 
I su"o·c·t that the TomYoomba Foundry Com­
prrll\~.~ as a small p-cstnre of justi.cP, shonld 
--av to thr-sC' nH'n. " l-Ien~ q_rc your JObs; come 
l'.;ck and do tho >York." I beli<>ve th0< com­
pau~,- con use their ~~rY_ice~. but bec~1:sc <?£ 
tlJC' prPfCTC'l1C'f' to lH110Dlf:tS f'1~Uf'~'· \VfllCh 1t 
•,avs n~,,tricts it in f:Onle \Yay, 1t 1s prepared 
to" put up wii h the inc~:myenit:ncc caused 
bv the employment. of an _rneuffic_rent number 
of n1C'll. The de::nrc ,v}uch anlnlatE''3 sor:ne 
nwmbers of the Opposition-and I empha.orse 
the ,,-ord "~on1e," becaus0 I believe Inan;.­
of them -tand for a reasonable standard of 
livinrr--

Ar;~ IIoxouRABLE "iVIE,IBER : \V here are they? 

Mr. LLEIVELYN: There are some. 
:\fr. SrzER: What rs the standard of 

living? 

The CHAIRMAN: Orde-r ' 
Mr. SIZER: What is the standard of 

living? 

Mr. Llewelyn.] 
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Mr. LLEvVEL Y::'\: With these interrup­
tions, it will be impossible for me to com­
plete mv speech in the time allotted, but 
my stan-dard of living calls not merely for 
bread and not merely for clothes_ It means 
something more-that I ma:v be able to buy 
a good book, have my child taught the 
piano, and perhaps purchase a wireless set. 

An 0PPOSITIO:\' MEMBER: That is an extra­
vagance. 

Mr. LLEWELY~: That is not an extrava­
gance at all. These are some of the things 
that make for the happiness of the people. 

Mr. Sr~ER: The point is that it does not 
amount to that to-day. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order J The hon. 
member for Sanclgato must not disregard the 
ruling of the Chair. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: These arguments as to 
the handicaps imposed on industry by 
unionism are world-wide. There has been 
and still is much concern in the old country 
rPgarding Japanese competition. Indeed, 
ahnost t.'\·ery nation which 111anufactures is 
p~rtm·bed at the economic progress of that 
Eatio'~. It bPhoYcs U3 to \Yakc up, to take 
notice of its ~dvance, and to meet it in the 
pr011Cr \Vay. 

I shall quote an extmct from a recent 
issue of ihe "New Leader," 1nah:ing satirical 
cominents. which, however, ar0 to n1y mind 
brimful of logic, on an article "hich appeared 
in 11H~ .. Lo:1don ; Iorning Post"-

'' UeR 0:-:LY CHAXCE: ::inrPLER Lrvrxc. 
" Dealing with the competition of 

tl apane~e (heap labour llroduets against 
British goodo in the world's markets, 
the ' London ]'darning Post ' recently 
published an anicle under the headlines: 
'The 'Nest's Only Chance: A Simpler 
Scale of Living.' The article urges that 
\Ycsteru nation!'~ n1ust learn from Japan 
how to avoid extravagance and luxury, 
and says:-

Capital a;od labour must be content 
with profits and wages low enough to 
compete with all-comers ... vVhen the 
Lancashire capitalist has to pay wages 
fh-e times higher than wage· paid for 
the sa1ne work jn Japan, hov,; can 
successful competition be po~sible? 

" The article admits that the very 
simple life which the British worker 
must learn to live in order to compete 
with the Japanese worker will be diffi­
cult at first; but, with his advantages 

·over the Japanese worker in having the 
consolations of the Christian religion, the 
British worker will learn to like it in 
time. 

"On which argument bv the 'Obsen-er' 
a writer in the 'Xew Leader ' fittinglv 
comments as follows :- · 

Then onward Christian soldiers and 
clown,; ard Christian wages. The 
Japanese work for one-fifth of our 
wages. We must, therefore, reduce 
ours to one-sixth. That will not end 
the matter. \Ve must not underesti­
mate the courage and determination of 
our foes. They will reduce their wages 
to one-seve12th. The cry will then go 
up, ' One-eighth and Victorv.' If I 
know anything of the Japanese. they 
will then go clown to one-ninth on 
which Britain will resound to ' the 
slogan, ' Freedom and one-tenth l' 

P1lr. Llewelyn. 

By that time the Japanese will be 
working a 22-hour clay for an ounce 
of rice. We shall respond with the 
battle-cry, ' A birdseed a day keeps 
the imports away l' 

I feel confident that victory will be 
ours. My only doubt is as to what 
we shall have won. By the time we 
have reached the necessary simplicity 
of life nobody will be buying anything 
to speak of, and when we have cap­
tured the market<, the markets won't 
be there ... 

So we must brace ourselves to the 
struggle to reduce life to the lowest 
possible !eYe!. The fight will be hard. 
\Vhon two determined, patriotic nations 
fight with religious fervour to reach 
the lowest scale of living, by the time 
the fight is over there will be no 
scale and wry little living. 

But that is our aim; it is to prove 
that the only wa v to get full advan­
tage of an ir'tdustl:ial system which can 
produce. cv;;rything is to do without 
evcrythmg. 

Instead of la:ving the blame on the indus­
trial laws of Queensland it \voulcl be better 
if hon. members opposite gave some atten­
tion to the fiscal policy of the Federal Govern­
ment and to the unfair tactics adopted by 
some of our importers. I cannot do better 
than refer to the experience of \Yalkers 
Limited, :\Iaryborough. The company is 
purely a Queensland company, and for oome 
t-inw it piollC'PrPd a llC'V· industry-nan1ely, 
the manufacture of Diesel engines to meet 
thP rt'qnireJlll'nts of thP QLH)l'uslanrl sugar­
mills. Some of these engines have also been 
used in the mining industry. The com­
pany went to considerable trouble in instal­
ling new equipment at a cost of £20,000. 
The manager of the company visited the 
rnitecl States of America, England, and 
Europe to investigate this important ques­
tion, and two teclmicians of the company 
wen' sent abroad to become conversant with 
their manufacture. In August, 1930, a start 
\Ya:-' wacle on a clPr.nonstration e11g·inP, \Yhich 
proved to be satisfactory. Orders were 
then 1'0'-.-'PiYed for engine~ with hor:,E~-po\Ycrs 
rang-ing from 50 up to 220, and this new 
secondary industry bade fair to establish 
itself successfully. The Lyons Government 
then decided to reduce the tariff protection 
on Diesel engines of 100 horse-power and 
less, which practically had the effect of 
wiping out the young industry. Importing 
firms can now sell Dicsel engines of 100 
horse-power at a price less than that at 
which they can be manufactured in Queens­
land or elsewhere in Australia under the 
existing tariff protection. Walkers Limited 
were compelled to discontinue their manu­
facture and to discharge forty employees, 
who wonlcl still have been in employment 
had the tariff protection not been altered. 

For the twelve months ended 30th ,June, 
1933, an amount of £37,670 was expended on 
intermittent relief work in Toowoomba. I 
mention that fact because the Toowoomba 
City Council has seen fit to apply to the 
industrial 111agistrate for pcrn1ission to 
ration its employees. I regret to state that 
the council seeks to exploit the intermittent 
relief work system instead of meeting certain 
charges out of its revenue. The principle is 
thoroughly bad. The council is justified in 
doing certain work under the intermittent 
relief work system, but when a lorry driver 
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in receipt of regular wages is rationed by 
the council the worker employed to take his 
place for the day should not be regarded 
as an intermittent relief worker and paid 
accordingly. 

Mr. DAKIEL: The Government are asking 
the local authorities to do that. 

Mr. LLEWEL YN: The system is wrong, 
and I cannot approve of it. A sum of 
£86,143 was expended from Loan Fund 
Account during the past twelve months in 
the vicinity of Too,Yoornba in int '- nnittent 
relief work. Requests from Toowoomba to 
the Treasurer for loan money have been 
very few. It is true that £30,000 was set 
aside for the construction of new wheat 
sheds, but that money was very well spent. 
The Toowoomba Citv Council obtained from 
the Government a loan of £3,500 and a sub­
sidy of a similar amount for certain rElief 
work. I hope that if the council makes 
requests for additional money for useful and 
reproducti ,-o work tbe Treasurer will give 
them sympathetic consideration. 

Queensland is a great St:cte with vast 
1 otentia l wealth, the development of which 
will undoubtedlv nlace. her in the fHst 
lJO'lTlOn in the" Commonwealth. Labour 
't ands for the people as a whole-for the 
r-roclucer and the. worker, the lmilders of 
! 1:e nation's ,ycalth .and greatness. It has 
1:0 tirne for tho rnan 'yho:0 desire is to live 
~n the work and indmtry of other people. 

:\k :\L\X\YELL (Toa<"oii[J) [11.32 a.m.]: 
The ho11. member for Toowoomln c1e!iYercd 
h:uL:':l£ of a \V,til about the lo,_\- \Vages exist­
;ng in J a van and other places, and sug­
gr-cted ih<lt it wa" the de~ire of ihe opponents 
<>t Labour to -drag tho workers dowu to the 
lowC'st rung of the litrldf'r-to plru>' thPlll 
:•n the sarne level as coolies. 

:C.Ir. \Y. T. K!XG: That is ,,,hero von did 
rut them. " 

:\Ir. ::\IAX\YELL: :\ly ·' peciigroe" as an 
c·mplo,ver is well known at the Trades Hall, 
c.nd if the hon. rncrnber for =:tla re,~ 1nakes 
iuquiries there he will be tolcl \Yhat it is. 
l ECYer bPlie.-ed in the pnymcnt of low 
\YaiCS. The opportl1-nity is no.._.., giYcn to 
bon. nwmlwrs opposite to romcdv all the 
>'Tongs of which they complain. but they are 
p;-1ying married nu~n \Yith children engaged 
or1 relief work onlv 27s. a wc·ck notwith­
~~-anding their prorulse to pay th~rn 'the avirard 
rat··-not the basic rate. I have a pamphlet 
containing the Govcnnncnt Party's policy 
\\'hich was issued at the last election. 'l'hat 
promise is contaitwd in that policv but the 
JWoplo were misled. This is not' the first 
t:nw that thc•v have been misled bv the 
oc,_ttpants of the Tn'·''ltrv benches. " The 
reawdying of the sysicn; of low V' tges 
refprrcd to bv the hon. lllCiubcr for Too­
»·cmuba is in" the hands of his o>vn Govern­
lllCllt. but. it is not to b_~ achi9Yed bv rrrant­
ing incrutscs of £50 to public ~"';Yants 
l'l'ceiving £l..CJO a year and withholding 
tL0 Inoncy frorn n10n engaged on reliPf work. 
rTho:-:.r~ ;,.vage~ pnt thcrn ou the brE'adlinP. 
1 bP!icvc in decent wages all round. but I 
object to the svstem practised bv the Go­
Yernmcnt. On.e would imagine" that the 
l'l'esent Government. after tlwir abuse of the 
::\Ioore Administration would haYe led the 
way in conferring be~efits on the working 
class. I can only attribute the stat<m1cnts 
Oil thi, quE',tiou made bv hon members 
C:pposite to one of two things : ~it her they 
'10 not know what they are talking about-

and if they do theY have no right to pose as 
representatives of' the people-or they are 
111isreprescnting the position to the people. 

\Ye have heard all along the line, both 
during this and last session, that the Moore 
Government were responsibl;e for practi­
cally all the unemployment existing in 
r.ueensland. \Vhen the Moore Government 
,;,ere elected to office they found unemploy­
r:wnt rampant. 2\"otwithstanding what the 
l"m. member for Rockhampton has said in 
l his Chamb0r, it is a well-known fact that 
lh£ 2,1oore Adn1inistration, and not the 
pn sent Government, experienced the full 
b:rrst of thr economic blizzard. It is true 
tl:at the Administration of hon. members 
( ppo".ite rnay have suffered to a certain 
extent as a result of the economic depres­
s:on, but the full significance of the economic 
po,ition was emphasised when the late Prime 
'.linister, Mr. Scullin, called together the 
Pternier~ and Treasurers of the ....-arious 
~~t n tcs for the purpose of discussing the 
ft""ncial position of Australia. JYh. Scullin 
said that unlr.;;s son1cthin3' 'YCl'L' done inune­
d' Ltelv Australia would have to default. 
:\Ir. Fordo said something similar. Who 
rr•duct>d ''age~ in the Federal sphere? The 
FPderal Lrtbour Government, who also 
reclucecl old-age and in.-alid pensions. The 
l'PdPral Labour Go.-ermncnt called unon 
::'~ ~~tionalist ,~nd La Lour StatP Prcrnlersj_ to 
l1elp them in the task of rehabilitating the 
ll:ltion, .and to their cverlastjng credjl the 
~~t1 t0 .anthoritiE's lovallv af'sistcd. Sil'C1J that 
t ;1l1L' hon. n1cn1Lt:n··_, ~opPosite h<1vc been guiltv 
of abu:"P and rni::TC}Hcscntation. Thcv hav~ 
, ' tcd that very little unemployment cxi: ted 
i:, ~W"'nsland prior to the advent of the 
.:\Jean' GoYcrnn1cnt; but the inaccuracy of 
tLcir cont:·nti~ n C-111 bo iud;:red frcn11 V the 
het that, whereas the vO'tc 'fer " Ontdoor 
Hc1icf ') wa~ ordinarily appr1xi1nrrtcly 
''29.000. in the first vcar of the J\Ioore 
G"Y·T' :ncnt it was £110.419. :\iorcover, 
:., ::.-mcnt~ on acPount of UD('Jnploycd insur­
ance bcndlts amounted to £1114.257. Hon. 
Pwmbcrs oppw,ite \votdd b:tllduze the people 
'Ylhl the belief that Lc.bour Governments 
had no UllC''ilploynlf'~t prob1erll, \Yith IYhich 
to conte 1d. ,'I,; a matter of actual fact, 
nru ntployrncnt was 11mp:1nt \V hen the ~loo re 
CovNnmcnt took office. but the ::\1oore Go­
Ycrnmont grappled with the question. 

Reference hns boon made to the wonder­
ful work of the present Government, and in 
a rcoent debat" the Secretarv for Public 
Instruction, in his capacity as _.\ssistant Trea­
~nrcr, quoted fron1 the Svdncy "Bulletin " 
which he described as a journal which h~d 
Bomo standing as a financial authority. I 
cannot always agree with the hen. gentle­
man, but I endor,e his remarks in that con­
nection, I propose now to quote what the 
Sydney "Bulletin" of 4th instant had to 
say concerning the taxation of the present 
Queensland Government-

" Queensland's Treasurer's forecast of 
his Budget reads very poorlv beside 
Stevens's effort. There will" be no 
increase in taxation. This comes badlv 
from an Administration which secured 
special deficit provision from the Com­
monwealth and celebrated the happy 
Event by re-introducing the 44-hour week 
at a cost of £300,000-one-sixth of the 
income tax yield." 

Hon. members will recollect this very illu­
minating statement made by Mr. 

Jir'. Maxwell.] 
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JHcCormack. in Birmingham_. on the 25th 
:2.eptemb0r, 1929:-

,,Australia must face boldly her pre­
sent difficulties in order that good may 
come from evil. Her difficulties arose as 
the result of wartime inflation, when her 
products were sold for high prices, when 
wages rose, and when conditions 
approached the ideal: but now Australia 
i8 entering thP second period~that of 
uef!ation, and the process of going back 
;,-ill not be c'sy. Organised Labour has 
to realise that the ideal conditions must 
he sacrificed. As an example, her pur­
chasmg power will be diminished by the 
fail in wool prices. Australia is definitclv 
protectionist, but her tariffs have been 
unscientific and must be adjuswd in some 
directions.'' 

If we• on this side of the ('ommitlee mad<' 
such statements we would be called wage­
reducers, and woulu be tolt.l that we were 
not painting the clouds with sunshine or 
bringing sunshine into the homes of th<• 
people. _ During the election campaign I 
remarked that the class of paint that tlu· 
Treasurer would use to paint the clouds >Yitl, 
''umhir"• would be water paint. At the first 
showc r of rain the paint would wash oif! 
\Ye recall what the 'l'reasurer said in his 
pol ic5 ~·I leech--

., i{elid from the burden of taxation 
can lw looked for in tlw direction of a 
pulley which 1~ cOl_HJucin~ to increa;:;ing 
e~ployrn.er.lt? resultrng in grc at er indu;,­
tr}al acbYitws generally. f:\uch a policy 
,, Ill be pursued . by the Labour Party, 
and fa1r and cqmtab!e conuitions will be 
rf'stored as early af' possjblc." 

Ln::t ;-;?f; ·ion ~hirty- c\·en Bills \vcrc pa:;;sed, 
,:Jid of these 27 per CL'nt. wPre dcYOH>d to 
{'Xtraccillg n1or_e ta"Xation frorn the lJeoplc. In 
f'YC'ry a n!nue Hlcrca::;ed taxation \Vas levied. 
In a~ldition io incr·ea~ino· thP fees under 
t~1c :--:.uprc~liC Co1u·t \et~, the :.\lagi~tratc 
Courts _\er, the HP:d Fropctty :\cts, etc., 
the present Gon;rrnncnt bayc indulged in 
an org)" of taxat1on of stallions ant.l bulls 
and onLy_ rccentl:y: pigs \rPre ln·ought withi~ 
the e.mblt of then clutrhinp; hands. It can 
be truly sa1d that the prc,c•nt Gm-ernment 
ende<l\·o;u to squcPze the life-blood ont of 
the pcopl<'. Let me draw attcution to a 
statement rnadf' in '' Sn1ltb's \Yceklv" on 
24th December. 1932- · 

" PrLJXG o_;o; THE T.uEo;. 
" PRE11IER's XEW YEAR GIFT TO Pl'BLIC. 

"Fo1·gan Smith"s Christmas present 
to Queensland was a record of Bills 
pa%E'cl in Pal'liamcnt. of which 27 per 
cent. were de;-otrcl to increases of taxa­
llo'_l and Go,·ernmcnt 1 e;-enue. Verily 
1t 1s a happv new year-of taxes. 

".The work of Parliament for the past 
scssJotl contrasts most unhappilv with 
the Forgan Smith promises made· on the 
eve of election. The burden of taxation 
laid upon the State b.v Moore ha~ been 
made sorely hea.-ier.'' 

Thi~ was the gentleman who was going 
to. hghten that burde_n-to paint the clouds 
;v1th sunshme, to brmg a ray of sunshine 
m to_ the homes of the people. The article 
contlnU0R-

" It is a pitiful contrar t also with 
the election promises ladlerl, mt so readilv 
in Forgan Smith's policy npeech broad·­
cast far and wide. It is, in fact, a most 

j.llr. Jlax1cell. 

surpnsmg reversal of form. Said the 
present Premier when seeking office: 
' The incidence of taxation has been 
considerably increased nnder the Moore 
Government, notwithstanding their 
attractive promises to the contrarv. 
Not only have over 50,000 addition~! 
persons been brought within the ambit 
of direct taxation who previously under 
Labour's laws, were ex~mpt, but by 
means of reduced exemptwns and other 
methods the actual levies in ratio to 
income have been materiaiiy increased. 
The policy pursued by the Govemment 
resulting: as it has in diminished employ: 
ment >nth consequent lo~s of business 
generally. has caused taxation to fall 
hca.-ier upon the people than was the 
case previously. Relief from the bur­
den of taxation can be looked for in 
the general policy, which is conduciYe 
to increasing cinploymcnt. . . . Fair 
and equitable conditions will be restored 
a.;;; rarly as possible.' " 

Here we are in the second session of this 
Parliament and nolhinp; has been done but 
to increase the bm·den. Then it goes on-

" It was a promise designed to appeal 
to tho'e who had the ;ve!fare of the State 
at heart. and who ;vere also appaiied at 
the gro" increase of taxation that had 
fallen like a bludgeon upon them, 
rc:;::tricting spending power. 

" Forgan Smith committed himself to 
an ca~ing of the burdt•n~. Then he 
bccanw Premin, and--with a slash like 
a ,,-hip.!a>h. the State found itself has­
tened along into an i11rr0ase of relief 
tax for tllC' plea~nre of ~ceing ~Pntle1ncn 
with p!ck~ XL'S nmking hole:> in roads and 
Jilling them up ag-ain. 

'; 'Thi~ ·was one of the fir:'t 1novf of 
tflt: · 2\o lncrea::;:.c in tuxation-Forgan 
Sn1ith GoYernHH'nt.' It \Va.s c:n in:1US· 
p:ciolls l1Pqinning. 

·' There \Ya~ another quick 1novc soon 
aftcrwart.ls. This was the cool tramfer­
ence of a quarter of a million from the 
noad~ Funds to reYenuc." 

\Ye on thio; side strongly objected when this 
transfer of £250.000 ;;-as bE>ing made from 
tlw :\Iain Hoacls Funu to consolidated 
revcmw. \Vhen hon. membero opposite 
were to!,] that that monev was coiiected 
for a s,>ccific pnrpo«', the.'" ridiculed the 
idea. VIe pointed out then that the Govern­
nH'nt 1vcre- taking the 1noney contributed by 
motor car o·wners for road construction, and 
were not using it for that purpose. For 
what object were they taking it? They 
were accumulating a big fund for election 
purposes. ·what did they eare about the 
working men and women? What they 
wanted was money for party purposes, to 
0nable them to hold their seats at all costs, 
and the only way to do it was with pounds, 
shillings, and pence. 

The executi.-cs of the Brisbane Gitv Coun­
cil are very good authorities to quote with 
regard to the grabbing of this £250,000. 
The "Telep;raph '' of lOth instant. in a 
report of a mE>eting of the \Vilston National­
ists. headed " :\1ain Roads Grab," states-

" Addresses were given by Aldermen 
Campbell and Lanham. the latter empha­
sising the fact that the relief workers 
were growing in number, and that the 
transfer to consolidated revenue of 
£250,000 from the Main Roads Fund 
was slowing dotvn the works programn1e, 
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and incidentally holding up the Mitchel­
ton-Samford job." 

That endorses exactlv the attitude that has 
been taken up by· the members of the 
·Opposition. 

A GOVERJ:OIENT 11E>IBER : You can expect 
that from Nationalism. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Here are some of the 
.comments made by "Smith's vVeekly "-

.. A survey of the thirty-seven Bills 
passed through the just completed session 
of Parliament shows that 27 per cent. of 
them-ten Bills-were devoted to the 
rnajor operation of extracting Inore taxes 
from an already over-harassed taxpayer. 
What a brilliant record !'' 

_[ do not want anybody to misunderstand my 
attitude. I am not blaming Mr. Suullin for 
drawing attention to the financial-or rather 
unfinancial-position of Australia at the 
time, but I do blame him because he did not 
:otick to his gum. Instead of " carrying 
on" he ran a"·ay. \Ye listened to a speech 
from the hon. ml'mbcr for Kelvin Grove, in 
\vhich he attacked Sir Keith :Ylurcloch. I 
have not the privilege of knowing that 
man, but I have had the privilege of meet­
ing a man who worked with him on his 
paper,, and knew him well. That man 
said that there \Vas in Australia no whiter 
nu1n. no n1an "\Vho gaYc greater recognition 
to the principles of unionisrn or n1orc corn~ 
pletel;: observed t~1e provi~ions of avvards, 
and no n1an \vho lllaypd_ the garne better 
than Sir Keith ThlurdoclJ. He ""id that when 
his employees were ill, Sir K<'ith l\Iurdoch 
did not " cloek tlwir moncv "-he was a 
good employer. · 

An Hoc;Ol'R :,BLE :\11. ·fBER: He corrupted 
son1e of the Labour rnen. 

:\Ir. :\IAX\YELL: I do not LelieYe it. I 
am sure they did not •· sell th·:ir birthright 
for a Il1f'b~ of pnttage.'' as the hon. J:l1C'll1ber 
for I-\::clvin LiroYt~ '"' onlcl lead u::; to beliPYe. 
He tolcl hon. members the otlwr claY that 
men were im·itecl to dinner bv Sir· Keith 
l\lllrcloch and had it "put all 'oYer them " 
lH'cause they had got a feecl-he could buy 
them ! If it wr re true, it "·oulcl not sav 
111ueh for the n1en corlcPrne-d--for ::\Ic~~r;. 
Fen ton and L:. ons an cl the other men who 
stood lo;~ al to tlw Premiers' Plan-to rhe 
arrangement that had been proposed by 
l\1r. Scullin. l\Ir. Hanson, YOU and I remem­
hcr that at a meeting h~lcl in Melbourne 
l\1r. Duffy add re .sed the Trades and Labour 
Council. 'That gentlen1an \Vas an e1ninent 
Labour supporter. and was >tppointed to the 
Comrnonw0alth Bank Board simply because 
he would be able to give effect to the ideas 
of the partv of which he had been a loval 
member. fie went to that meeting of t,hc 
Trades and Labour Council. and said that 
if they would not do a certain thing thev 
would damage Australia. He said, '· I beg 
of you to accept the Premiers' Plan accord­
ing to the arrangements that hav0 been made 
b~: :\It-. Scullin." What did thev do on 
that night? They passed a resolution that if 
any member supported the plan he was to 
be expelled, and would not receive the 
endorsement of the partv. On the ?ame 
night the same procedure' was approved in 
South Australia. Self-preservation being the 
first law of nature, Australia could " go 
hang." What did l\Ir. Scnllin sav on his 
return from abroad? Immcdi.{telv he 
arrived at Fremantle, he said, " If the 

arrangement that I made had been kept, 
Australia would now be well round the 
corner towards recovery." \V hat did he say 
to Mr. Holloway when Mr. Holloway ten­
dered his resignation? He said, " I am 
sorry that you are leaving, but. it is not a 
question of sympathy; it is a question of 
arithmetic." The Treasurer publicly stated 
that he was going to Canberra not to seek 
charitv at the hands of the members of tl1e 
Loan ·Council but to demand the rights of 
the State. Speaking at Gympie during the 
last election campaign, the Treasurer said-

" He would not take part in any Go­
Yernment that was not Labour and would 
not assist the l\loore Goyernmcnt to carry 
out the Premiers' Plan, as he would not 
be a party to bleeding the people 
w·hite." 

He sa id that he would not agreE' to the pla!J, 
but he did. It is no use his trying to shufllo 
on the question. 

-:'vir. P. K. CoPLEY: He did not ag:ree to 
the plan \Yhich was then in operatior!. 

:\Ir. JUAX\YELL: I chall submit my infor­
mation to the hon. member later Oll. This 
is what the "Labour Call," of Victoria, 
had to say about the attitude of the Trea­
surer-

'' These are tin1e~ v~-herc it is irnpera~ 
tiYc that those occupying resl)Onsible posi~ 
tions in the name of the Austr:;.lian 
Labour Party rnust place tht•nlsclves 
beyond su~pieion.. if they \Yould coin~ 
mane! the r<>spect and support of the 
mcn1bers of thP party. They nn1:-.t 111ake 
it perfectly clear where they ,tand at 
all times '.·hen the party's policy is chal­
lenged bv anti-Labour. Thev cannot 
af!\;rd to be look(_'d upon as baf~ llroposi~ 
tion bv Labour':- ene1nlc:5. nor rs ·weak~ 
iinge w·l10 n,re ah1ays w rPady to apolo­
gi~c for what i::' rcgarcled as Labour's 
andacity Ol' arrogancr. Tl:cy 1nust bo 
111en or woinPn of rC'asorwcl conYiction 
and capacity to exprc".;; thcnl::;clYcs 
clt arly and intelligently. and who arc 
courageous enough to :;;tand alone if 
Il· "ds be. BL'L'HU'L' of the defections of 
the 1--Io.<:·an~ and Hill~. and be-·j.US·! of 
th,, bitfl'r disappointments during the 
IHl~t two or thrL't' year.-:.. tbe~e cs:-;ential 
qualities arc now dnuandPd of those \Yho 
"ould lead the waY bv all intellig·ent 
rr1ernbcr~ of the ~ Au;tralian Labour 
Party. Therefore. :\lr. Forgan Smith, 
like all others similar! v situated, must 
l'ither make his position' clear or pay the 
penalty of being distrusted." 

That is not the view of a Conservative or a 
Tor~· paper. ~ow comparp the above com­
ments with this critici~m-

" The Premier has tried to twist out 
of his acceptance of the Premiers' Plan, 
or rather allowing himself to be swal­
lowed at the first Premiers' Conference 
he attcmded. by saying that Labour did 
not agree to thE' statutory reduction in 
salaries and \vages and social services. 
The statutory interferpnce under the 
l\1oore Goverr1ment in those matters was 
confined to salaries and \vage~ of Go­
vernment employec·s and social services 
which were paid b:-- the GoYernment. 
That was done bv 'The Financial Emer­
gency Act of 1932.' " 

If the present Government did not wish to 
swallow the proposal, as they avowed, why 
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did thev not amend section 82 of " The In­
dustriaf Conciliation and Arbitration Act of 
1932," which states-

" Kothing in this Act shall prejudice 
or affect the provisions of ' The Finan­
cial Emergency Act of 1931,' or 'The 
Financial Emergency Relief Extension 
Act of 1932,' and the several Acts re­
ferred to in such Acts." 

The present Government had an opportunity 
there tD refllsc to follow the policy of the 
Moore Government, but they did not avail 
them'·'2h·es of the opportunity. They are 
r ,erely trying to bluff the people into believ­
ing that something great has been accom­
plished. I do not wish to be misunderstood. 
TLe lYioore Government could see no other 
v.ay out of ihe clifliculty. Nobody with any 
spark of humanity could wish for a reduc­
tion in \vag,_'~, especially the \Vagcs of those 
on the lower rungs of the industriul ladder. 
As JI.Ir. Scullin. the ex-Prime :\Iinistcr, and 
Mr. Forde, the ex-Minister for Trade and 
Customs, said, a pension of 17s. 6d. per 
\' -~ck >vnuld be worth onlv 12s. 6d. Mr. 
Forde further did. in the c'ourse of a speech 
at Rockhampton, that if the existing policy 
had been continued it would have rncar;t 
rractical ddault, as the Government would 
noi ha.-e been able to carry otl. 'l'he 
"Labmn Daily." of the 1st July, 1932, 
commented in the followin~ manner on the 
attitude of the Treasurer ';;t the Premiers' 
Confcrcnc0 

'' :\Ir. Forgan Smith has submitted to 
tiw dirtaticn of tlw banks. Facc>d to-dav 
v.'ith the altL1 lTtative of accepting th~ 
banks' ultimanuu or leaving the Pre­
uti( rs' Conference-the S3lne altL•rna.tiv(~ 
that previously confronted l\1r. La.ng­
the 11rernler of Qnecnsland, unlike 2\Ir. 
Lang. \Yiltcd and rnccklv conunittcd his 
GovcrJ~nlcnt and people. to the hideous 
P1·ernicrs' Pl.an. There ''.as (rpnoral 
rPjoicing by ihc Prirrw ).Iinlster ;nd the 
Nationalist Premiers at the ,uccPss of 
their taC'tic;, in hrin~·ing the Queensland 
qovcl~lllll~'n~ into line. and having the 
Prc•m1ers .t:'lnn l'l'aflirmcd for general 
application throughout the Common­
·.~·("1Hh by a rcJuction-at the <"\:PC'l1Se 

of the wol'l<crs-of the estimated ddicits 
of £2(),000.000 to the absurd figure of 
£6,( .'cl.CfJO laic! down b, th<' banks. .:'.lr. 
Hill, Prrmie!' of South A ustra]ia, put 
tlw qucstwn J!l a nutshell when lw said 
'It is not a matter of >Yhat J\Ir. Smitl~ 
would do or >Yhat anvbodv else ''· 1:cter! 
to do; it was a C<Lse ·of ,;-hat thcv had 
to clo'-a jibe that Mr. Smith· took 
\Yithout. a Inurmur. ThP conference sat 
i~1 C'':-HlC'l'a right through the day con­
sidcnn.g \Yay--~ and 1nea11s of rcduring the 
Budget deficits of tho .-ariuus Govcrn­
nwnt•. as Iwarl.v as pc·--;ible to the limit 
la1 l down by the banb. 

"Before agrccn1ent v1as rc:',C~lcd on the 
question of BudgPt drilcits (fixd tenta­
tn·cly at £10,000,000) the conference had 
o:'e of tho moct stormy sessions in its 
history, SIJ' J ames :liikhell IY<'stern 
Amtr_alia, once again stressi~g that it 
was Impossible to cut the deficit and 
declaring pitifully, 'You are d~iving 
us to secession.' The conference will 
adjourn to-morrow to enable the Pre­
miers to permit a conference with the 
Commonwealth Bank Board beiw' hc,ld 
in Sydney on Monday preparator,~. "10 the 
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Premiers proceeding to put into effect 
the Cl!ts they haYe agreed tc. 

"CAVED Ix. 
"Forgan Smith, of whom the workers 

expected so much, has proved another 
Hi!!, another Hogan, another Scullin, 
abjectly accepting the impudent claim 
of the banks to determine the standard 
of living of the people he was elected 
to protect. 

"The capitulation of Mr. Forgan 
Smith to the banks at to-day's meeting 
of the Premiers' Conference was com­
plete, and even his statement at the 
adjournment that he had achieved what 
he had set out to do failed entirely to 
justify his complete surrender when the 
·whip \Vas cracked." 

\Y hen the " Labour Call " a11d the " Labour 
Dail;;" newspapers make such statements 
about their own leader5 one is compelled to 
take notice of them. 

The silence of the Secretary for Public 
Laiids is in marked contrast with his atti­
tude as a member of the Opposition party. 
lfo was then vehement in h1s denunciation 
of th0 C\loorc Go.-crnment. Speaking in 
rhis House in 1930, that hon. gentleman 
n,ade this statenwnt-

,, TlH' Minister in charge of the 
n1easnre now under discus~ion and his 
colleagues in the Cabinet have betrayed 
Parliament by short-spending £500,0()0 
of loan money that '.Yas approYecl by 
Pnrliarucnt.'' 

There 1~ :-uch a thing as inconsi~t0ncy, and 
thr,rc }::; snch a book of rcf0ronc-n as " IIan­
~n rrl." v.-hich contains a record of speeches 
oi llon. IUClnbcrs. 

One cannot refrain frorn taking notice of 
llw attitude of tlHJ Go.-ei'Illnent with refer­
t nee to the unfortunate n1cn who arc forC'ed 
to tnrup the· Sbte in search of work. \Ve 
a I! know that it was the Labour Parh- who 
fii.·t forced these men to walk befoni they 
rt-ceh·cd rations. In fart, r'ations 1vere 
denied to them unh,ss the\· had travelled a 
certain distance. \Yhen h~n. members oppo­
sitP sat in opposition they spoke of the 
" brutal tn .dmcnt " metc>d out bv the Rail­
\11 'lY Department. \Yhjch cau~ed the an·(':.;.t of 
t hc~e nH'n all cl n1acl(' gaolbirds of thern 
becan c rltcv travelled bv trai11s and >vcre 
m, a hle to pay the required fare. On this 
".bject. the hon. member for Cairns. in the 
Ct)llf~P of ~1. speech in his electorate, as 
n-.~portf'cl in the ''Cairns Tirncs" on 1st 
June, 1932, said-

" Some arr.angcrnents could be made to 
al!o\v the unfortun:1tc victirns of unem­
ploymeut to travel on the trains. He 
\Yonld not allow those persons who were 
destitute and hac! no work to do to go 
into the four w<Ills of a cell because they 
WC' re foot :.ore and starving. This never 
happened while Labour was in power." 

Tt has Lappened while Labour has been in 
pc wer ! I gi vo the Secretary for Public 
Lands credit for his enthusiaem as a member 
ri the Opposition, but I desire him to dis­
pla~v a similar an1ount of enthusiasm when 
:o., has the opportunity of putting his theories 
mto practice. He is now able to assist his 
Goyef.nrnent to bring n1ore sunshine into 
tho lives of those unfortunate young people 
who are out of work. :Yiany of his principles, 
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like those of other members of his party, 
ere unfortunately obliterated by the first 
shower of rain. Speaking at Cauns on the 
~1st May, 1932, the present Secretary for 
rublic Lands said-

" Young men have been sent to gaol 
through · jumping the rattler,' looking 
for one of Mr. J\1oore's jobs, but none 
have been successful. The only remedy 
was to vote for Labour, who would not 
put those young men into gaol and 
would not brand them criminals." 

\Vhat noble sentiments! It is interesting 
now to refer to the latest report of the Com­
missioner for Railways concerning the num­
ber of men who have been gaoled for "jump­
ing the rattler." The report states that 
2 794 persons were found travelling in 
~agons during the twelve months ended 
June, 1933. These are the men who, accord­
ing to hon. members opposite, would not be 
prosecuted for train-traselling \Yithout a 
ticket! 

At the outset of my remarks dealing with 
the so-called " Queensland Revival Loan," 
I desire to quote a n1essage frorn Canberra, 
dated 6th February, 1931-

.. ::\cvc1· ha:-\ a confercncf' of Conunon~ 
wealth and State Ministers been called 
in a ti1ne of graycr economic trouble; 
neYer has a confen·nce been asked to 
a,:-sun1e graycr rcspousibilitiE's." 

The Federal Labour GoYernment called the 
conference, and it was agreed by all the 
Govemments of the Commonwealth that the 
Premiers' Plan be carried out. I certainly 
gin• c['(•dit to ~lc'·'-l''. Seullin and Theodor~ 
for the action which they took at the outset, 
but I cannot commend their crayfish attitude 
later. It was well for the country that there 
were men who were !oval to the b·est inter<e·sts 
Df the countrv-men · \vho, rather than sec 
their country· go under and rather than 
repudiate a definite arrangement into \vhich 
thev had entf'rccl, "\Y('l'C prepared to :-;eYt~r 
life'-long associations. Yet the hon. member 
for Kelvin Grove stated that these men sold 
their birthright for a me&s of pottage at 
the hands of Sir Keith J\lurdoch! No; they 
took a courageous stand in order that they 
might save their country. The pity of it 
is that men of the calibre of Mr. Sculli,1 
did not do likewise. At the present tiJHt' 
we are being told what Mr. Scullin would 
do for the sugar industry. \Yhy clod he not 
do it at the meeting convened by Mrs. 
Glen cross? Mr. Scullin then was quite pre­
pared to ha YE' the :;;.ugar agrccn1cnt tor11 
up in order to satisfy Southern critics of 
the Queensland sugar indu5try. 

Frequent reference has been made to the 
£2.000.00G loan that was associated with tho 
late c-Ioore Government. I cannot under­
stand hon. members opposite baYing the 
infernal impudence to dwell on ouch a 
n1attcr in Yiew of their conduct in relation 
to the ·' Queensbnd ReYintl Loan '' to which 
I haYc already rcfern:-d. For exa1nple,. nt 
the Princes~ 'rheatre, South Brisbttne, ·on 
27th ::Vlay, 1932. the Trca,urer made this 
statement:-

" Queensland's Revival Loan, which 
the Labour Party intended to raise would 
be gone on with if the peorle ga·.'c them 
a mandate. He would not bo mauled 
hv the ' Lyons ' or allo,v the Loan Coun­
cil to bluff him." 

At 12.10 p.m., 
Mr. GLEDSO::-< (Ipswich), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. MAXWELL: Speaking on 31st May, 
1932, the present Secretary for Public Lands 
had this to say :-

" It had been stated that Labour could 
not get £2,500,000 if returned to power, 
but he desired to tell the people that 
Labour could get it and would spend it 
in the interests of Queensland and not 
in the interests of a few money lords." 

\Vhv has that mone>· not been made avail­
able? I am not going to apologise for 
the unfortunate set of circumstances that 
prevented the ~toore Govermnent from doing 
what they earnestly \Vantcd to do. I am 
proud to be associated with a gentleman of 
the calibre of the Leader of the Opposition. 
The ::\Ioorc Govermnent did what was in 
the best intensts of the community. 

I desire now to review briefly the financial 
position of the ~:'tale. At the 30th June, 
1929, the public debt was £112,862,049, but 
at the 30th June, 1932, it had been reduced 
to £111,911,785, or a reduction of £950,264 . 
In 1929-30 the Commonwealth Government 
took over a portion of Queensland's debt, 
amounting to £1,560,639 on account of trans­
ferred properties. AHowing for this, the 
::\Ioore GoYernmcnt incr"ased the public debt 
by £610,375, or at an average rate of 
£203,458 per a!lnum. The present Goyern­
ment increa'·Cd the publie debt in 1933-34 by 
£2,619,070, and but for the temporary 
redemption of £800,000 of Treasury bills in 
11ay, 1933, the incrca5e would have been 
£3,419,070. 

I want to ck,,l with the reproductivity 
of lo.1.n expenditure. . .. :\. Prerniers· Confer-
8lll'C \\'("U3 h-elJ ill SL\dnpy 011 5th July, 1932, 
at which r:w prc::-e11t Prcrnicr rcvicv~-·ed the 
Prernicr~' Plan, and the follo,villg decision 
was crHne to:--~ 

.. ( ·onft'l'CT!C'' fa Yours the flotation of 
a national recoYery loan of £15,000,000, 
to be rai::)cd o....-cr a period of three :y1.:ars, 
for the nndet·taking of public and pri­
Yate works of a pcnnancnt and rcpro­
ductiYc character. subject to the follow­
ing ront1itio~ts :-

(a) The constitution in ca"ch State 
of an indcpendPnt honorary body to 
inyestigrrto and reconnnend to Govern­
ments reproductiYe works that will pro­
Yidc errrploynrent and increase the 
national wealth, etc." 

The loan programme of £3,300,000 for 1933-
34 includes-

Buildings (mostly in Brisbauc and 
other large centres) 

·workers' Dwellings and Homes 
J.oans and subsidies to IJocal Bodies 
Loan~ to Ho'"lpital Boards 
Transfer (through :\Iain Roads) to 

Consolidatrd lteycnne 

£ 
431,:374 

300,000 
1,017,714 

50,000 
250,000 

£2,049,088 

The condition laid down by the Loan Coun­
cil was that loan expenditure should be repro­
ductive and add to the national wealth. 
The above items do not fulfil these condi­
tions. Buildings particularly are liabilities 
rather than a--sets. Thev have to be filled 
with ernplovecs and m;tintained. A far 
g-reatc·r prop'ortion of loan expenditure should 
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he allocatl•d lo wcalth-prodncing agencies. 
The reproductiYity of Loan Fund in 1932-33 
is as follows:-

Interest payments amounted to 
Exchange thcreon amounted to 

Total . . . . . . 
Return from Loan works and 

services 

Shortage net from Revemte .. 

£ 
4,932,460 
1,075,7138 

6,008,228 
2,040,503 

£3,367,725 

The• foregoing >hortage ''as £76,206 greater 
tha1: the whole of the taxation reyenue 
(except unemplm·ment relief tax) for 1932-
33. The earning' of the loan works and 
'cn·iccs Wl'l"O equal to Ss. 7d. in the £1 of 
intrrcst and exchange. 

llealing with loan expenditure, the Budget 
Spec·ch ;.,tah.;:;;·-

,, in uddition to creating as:;;ctc, of value 
to the collnnu11ity, the utilisatiod of 
fund for those pu1·poses relie,-es unem­
plo:·. rncnt jn a n1o:;;i effective n1anner. 
Bnsine,, is stimulated bv tho cireula­
tion of iucreUBl'cl purchasing nower 
\Yhich, in turn, .,_ugnHmts the d~nHtnd 
for (OnHunable goods .. , 

Su\ h a :-.ta.turnent is fallacious a11d dangerous. 
Rorrowin~ 1non0y interJJall~~ (which i~ the 
on!!- kind nt present) nwroly transfe:·e pur­
eha;-;ing pO\\ er fron1 one :-;et of persons to 
a nut (, .-:~:>t of pt1 1'SOll::". It doe~ uot increase 
pur('ha--lng powor. If the 1noney were left 
in the original l1a11C1.~. it ,,~ould have the 
samt:' pnrcha~ing· pOI\ C'r. The use that is 
n;ade of rnone 1' i::. the nnlv sound tc~t to 
applv !o borrciwin,r. wh ·ther lw the indi­
Yidniil o•· In- the State. If it" is im·osted 
in wen lth-cr.t1 ating agcncie~. it a(_1d~ to tbc 
wealth productimt of the Stat·! and to per­
n1anu1t emnlo-=-llH:>nt. It 1vill be 80 inYe.sted 
onlv 'shen ·cmiditioll~ arc faYourablc to the 
car·r.ving on of trade ancl indnsb·y -..vith 
prolit to the inYcc.tors. If trade and indus­
try a re larg0ly unprof1table and money is 
di \'Ntccl to the coffen of th-o GoYemment. 
it may bo li'0d with detriment to trade• and 
industry and lo perme.nent. employment. 
Snrh i~ the cas0 \YhcrP loan rnoneYs orP nscd 
to u1aintain ~--,~H1itions -which ar·e r:oonoini­
cally l!n;;;ound~e:'cC's::;],-e {'O~t of gon_,rn1nent, 
cxcc>.;;:;:;lYP taxat1on. and excessiYe costs 
i£ClH'rall~-. Th0 tranefcr of £250,000 from 
loan to rc-..-eiHie i:o, 0110 exa1npl0. Another 
is the finanrlng of an aYoldable an1onnt of 
deftcit hv the isene of Trc asnry bilk Yet 
another· is the spenrljng· of 'Ioan n10nP"'-~ 
nH tel-.- to absorb in cmnloYmc'l1t tho'e fo"r 
whom trade a11cl inclust!7 · cannot proYidP 
hecansp of tho unsound conditions imposed 
upon thern. 

Tncrc;l_sed purcba:::.in!.'; power ac('rnes on1:r 
from tiH' prorC>ccls of the cxp0nditnrc of 
borrowed monP!·-thc spending of lh0 rapi­
tal amount is only a transfer. The question 
is whPther it is spent in directions which. 
diredh- or indirecth, add permanentlv to 
wealth production and 0!11plo~·mcnt. ()th .. r 
kinds of expenditure c.f loan money mav he 
CO!Wenicnt to the Gm·ornment or mav be 
considered d0sirable in ordPr to aYoirl -dutv 
or l'esponsihiJit_v. but it is entirely fallaciou's 
to say or to pretend that it relie,-es unom­
nloYn1ent in th2 n1o~t effpcti,-c n1anner or 
tha·t busine'8 is stimulated bv the circulation 
of increased purchasing po,\'er. I have no 
desire to draw attention to thp wonderful 
benefits that haYe accrued from the adoption 
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of the Premiers' Plan in other States. They 
haYe been demonstrated. Victoria, South 
.Australia, and \Ve~.tern Australia have gone 
forward. Queensland. unfortunately, has 
not kept the contract that was made. The 
·' Conrier-.:\Iail " is to be congratulated on 
the n•ry fine leader which appears in its 
issue of this morning, an extract from which 
reads-

'· The fact that the Government is 
budgeting for an inerea§e of the deficit 
h,- nearlv £300.000 is all the more reason 
wby it should. hftve clone something to· 
lighl en the burden on taxpayers. 
Labour's entrv into office was to have 
u lwred in a great industrial revival for 
Queensland. So far it has resulted only 
in inereacecl taxation. an increased bill 
for unemplo;:ment relief. increased debt, 
and a budget that is further off from 
being balanced than it was a year ago." 

Onh- the other dav the Treasurer and some 
of liis ::\linistcrs qt;oted 'tatemonts that have 
a ppcarccl in the "Courier," but the state­
ment I han• just quoted is against them, and 
it will be interesting to see ho"- they will 
digest it. On tl1is side of the Chamber we 
ha\·e always realised that if Queensland is 
to get anywhe>re at all there n1ust be a 
lJettC'l' under~tanding betwC'cn en1ployer and 
cn1plo.vrc. 

::\Ir. \Y. T. 1\:JxG: The old story. 

Mr. :\11:\:WELL: Tho hon. member has 
hu·n neither one nor the other. He knows 
nothing whatever about it. If the hon. 
rnernlH·l' does not advorate that better under­
standing. tbcn HH're is only one alten1abYC. 
On thi.s side of r.he Chamber w0 ha.-e often 
said that that better nnclerstanding is neces .. 
sar:--.-. and e\-f'll the Treasurer ha~ rep~ated 
tl.e '·old, old stor_,·." for he has said. "\Ybat 
"'C want to do to pull this State out of its 
difficultit1 S i') to get together." \Vhat does 
that mean': ~othing else but a better under­
standing b:: one or the other, and not that 
one shall watch the other with suspicion. In 
a conyer .. ation I had ·,,-ith a Labour sup­
pnrter he said, ''You had the football long 
enoug-h. It i:;< our turn now to ki('k it. \Ve 
arc going to kirk it oYer the fe11ce and we 
will kick \OU with it. too." It mn,t not 
be forgotten that the· man with the money 
eau last the longCl'. Samson could put his 
arms around th0 columns of the temple e.nd 
pull tl1Pm dmYn, but ho was underneath 
when the temple fell. (Laughter.) 

In " To-clay and To-morrmv" J. H. Curie 
·writes-

" 13c the British rna::;~cs never so decent, 
thrir .antngoni~rn to the rnoncyed classc•, 
is inoYitab1e. The attack will be led by 
Labour. organised in gro[Lt unions. A. 
Labour nnionist is tln• aristocrat, as it 
wc,rc, of the Iua::-:-;c~. lie ha:-:; hi.-: Yote; 
knov.:s ,.,-hat or§.!anisation <an do; feels 
that power at last is co1ninp; his way. 
He might easily haYe become brutalised 
bY his \York. made daft bv eternallv 
tending some machine: yet lie probably 
r<"main~ a kindlv and patriotic creature. 
What he has 1iot got. and never will 
haYe. is brains. He does not begin to 
kno-..,- how C'Ol11p1PX C'COTIOD1ics arfi. and 
that unlc's he goes carefully he will 
bring England tumbling down. The 
coalminer, for example. is now pl'Oducing 
13 per cent. less coal than he did at 
double the cmt. Those simple figures 
show Britain's decline and his. But 
VQ'l cannot agree with him. All he 
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knows is that democracy has arrived; 
nnd that he has the vote, and the 
majority, and the whip hand; and that 
he is going to do as he pleases. Labour's 
aim will be to pull clown capital and 
install itself in its place. And to a 
certain extent Labour is right; guilds 
Df working 111en, financing their o-wn 
ventures, scout the proper solution for 
many evils. But a guild is itself a sort 
of capital; it will not fiouri,h over the 
dead bodies of other evils. I know all 
that Labour can say against capital, 
and I could add something of my own. 
It is often a very evil thing indeed. We 
see it suborning the press, lying ,,..·holc­
.,.tJe, bribing officials, cornering foods, 
battening on our contracts, buying itself 
wives and titles-its poisonous power 
·eating deep into human nature. On the 
other hand, the good it. does is more 
widespread than evil. It is the oil in 
the world's machinery, The builder-up. 
The mainspring of a million benefits. 
For example, capital is to-day feeding 
that army of British unemployed, with 
their wives and children, just as it is 
making life livable for those fatuous 
trade unions who would pull it down. 
The Russian Communists set out to 
abolish capital; no such thorough experi­
ment against it will ever be made again. 
It failed completely; Lenin himself, mis­
led by the ver~; peasants, admitted 
ownC'rship to be the universal incentive. 
You cannot abolish capital. It stands 
for brains; that is what your glib talkers 
in Hyde Park never understand. And 
brains belong to the mobile few. 
Threaten it. and the brains will go to 
other countries. Destroy it. and the 
brains will invent something else; they 
are bound to come to the top. You 
tan destroy the brains, it is true; but 
our working cla~·ses n1ight as well go 
out and cut their throats. In the ulti­
Jnate analysis, ca.pital is a povver for 
good; human se]fi;;)mess is the evil. Jl.lay 
e!1ligJ.~enment, therefore, fall upon the 
riCh." 

That is a ye,-v fine sentiment and one worth 
noting. Des1. ""0 tho as3ertions of hon. nH~lll­
bers opposite about the >nongful ucc: of 
<.-apital, it can be juotifiably claimecl that 
capital has its uses. I k1uYw of n1an!· 
people, usually regarded a' peO)Jlc 'vith 
money, who during these distressful tim2s 
are continually dipping their hands into 
their pockets to assist in tha maintemmce 
of social services. The present Home Secte 
tar:· could tell us much more about that. 
ThCse people, generally regarded as capi­
talists. arc end<'avouring to help the more 
unfortunate people. The present deprce•.ion 
is certainly an evil, but out of evil may come 
good. Perhaps the dcpr<',.sion >vill lnwe the 
effect of reconciling the di verg<'nt vie ss of 
manv members of societv. That recalls to 
my inind a cartoon tha f once appeared in 
the London " Punch " of the employer and 
the worker shaking hands. This act was 
noticed by an approaching union a~itator, 
who sharply informed the worker that he 
must desist from shaking hands with the 
boss, because if the day arrived when 
workers shook hands with the bosses hi, 
occupation as a union agitator would cea:::e. 
It should be remembered that the employers 
of bbour are not the tyrants that some 
people imagine them to be. 1'or are the 
workers the unreasonable and inconsiderate 

people that some people >Yould have u, 
believe. I know the working-claso, and I 
kno\v the employers. I have been associated 
with both classes. I have been associated 
with the biggest organisatiom of employers 
in Australia, and I know that it is the aim 
and arnbition of these en1ployers to corne 
to a proper understanding ·with the workers. 
Sir Ueorge Fairbairn once complained that 
nnder the present system it was impossible 
to con1c to a proper undcrstand~ng with the 
workers. He expressed the desire to do so 
in the interests of Australia and of its 
people. A better urrlcrstanding may be 
broug·h~ a bout at the will of Divine Provid­
ence. I hope that it will. I hope that the 
depr·ession will at least proYe that one side 
is not as bitter as some people in1agine. 

I conclude by saying that I should like 
to see hon. gentlemen opposite introduce a 
gre<l;ter an1ount of sound practice into the 
affairs of government. \Ye have had a con­
siderable amount of theory and claptrap 
from them. Those hon. members who are 
disposed to criticise the lYioorc Government 
should remember that the l\Ioore Govern­
ment were etruck bv the full effects of the 
cc01:omic blizzard. 'rhe history of our diffi­
culties and of our actions <an be read in 
the pages of " Hansard." It is well that 
hon. members opposite should remember the 
famous dictum of an eminent man that 
" You can fool mme of the people part of 
the time, and all the people some of the 
time, but you can't fool all the people all 
the time."' 

Mr. W. T. KIXG (.liaree) [12.28 p.m.]: 
T have listened with a great deal of interest 
to rhe speech that was read by the hon. mem­
ber for Toowong. He indulged in the very 
~,eful occupation of reading instead of giv­
mg the Committee the benefit of his own 
knowl<'d.,-e, which should he the dutv of 
ever:: hon. member. He said that his pedi­
gr<'e was in the Trades Hall, but I have 
always r~garded the Tra(,e.~ Hall as a monu­
metJt to the work of Labou~·. \Yhen walking 
up. Echrard street, I have always gazed with 
pnclc upon the v:ond<'rful edifice which was 
placed at the top of the hill through the art 
and the energy of the workNs of Queens­
lancL, If-I hope it will ne.-e1· happen­
Pronctence should ea use the foundations of 
th.a~ structure to ~)econ1c nustable, the reason 
wtll be n•ry c;;,s11 y discernible. It will be 
because the pedigree of the hon. member 
f.Jr T<?O\YOl!-g r;--st'3 i~ its arcbiYcs, and in 
Drder to brmg- about that stabilitv which its 
architects will desire, that pedigree will 
h~Yo to be relegated with all duo sol<'mnity 
to a place whence it will never return. 

The hon. member for Toowono- assumed 
the role of a critic of the Gover;;mc•nt not 
of a construct_ivo critic, but of a ca;ping 
kmd. of cnt10 m the hope that some of the 
pohtlcal mud he >vas throwing about this 
Chamber would stick on the Government. 
In that regard he emulates Voltaire, and 
serves no useful purpose. Hi;, whole endea­
vour is confined to an attempt to besmirch 
the r~puta~ion of the Government. He must 
examme Ins own conscience first, because he 
\Yas a member of the Gm-ernment Pan,- which 
the )ll'< ·cent Government displaced and which 
lwld office for a period of three vears. He 
sat bl'l1ind. the Lender of the Opp~sition, the 
then Premwr, and lns humble apologies. this 
L!Ol'lling to hon. members and the people prob­
abiy had their origin in that fact. He said 
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that he would not apologise for being asso­
ciated with the Leader of the Opposition 
and his Government. 'There should not be 
anv need for him to make that protest­
" ,"llethinks the lady cloth protest too much." 
I-Ie is probably cons('icncc-:;;trickPn at baYing 
boen associated with some of the political 
actions of his party, and considers that it is 
advisable for him to make a free and frank 
confr•ssion on the floor of this Chamber. 

I congratulate the Treasurer on the pro­
duction of such an excellent Financial State­
n1cnt. I say ''excellent" ad,risedly, con­
sidering the difliculties through which 
Queensland, as well as other Australian 
States and count.ries of the world, is passing. 
We recognise that production has proceeded 
under stressful circumstances, but it has 
continued without any ·wage rccluctiow-; or 
interference with the industrial rights of 
the people. It is fitting that we should 
visualise what WB might have expected had 
hon. members opposite been returned to 
power by the people. We recall the Pre­
miers' Conference which 'Yns held just prior 
to the election. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion and the hon. member for Sandgate, 
the ox-Secreta rv for Labour 11nd Industry, 
represented Queens'and at that conference. 
They attended for the purpose of consi Jer­
ing proposals brought before tho Loan Coun­
cil. That body went to the trouble of asking 
certain flconomists to submit a scheme which 
would get Australia out of he<· difficulties. 
The ecor·omists did submit a scheme, and the 
sum total of that scheme was that the basic 
wage should be reduced to £2 18s. &d. per 
;Yeek. The basic wage' in Queensland to-day 
is £3 14s. \Yhat did the Leader of the Oppo­
~ition say \Yhen that sugge5tion came for­
YYard ·: Did he face the issue as the Leader 
of the GoYcrnment in this State and say, 
"Yes" or "~o" to that proposal? No; he 
had an eledion looming in Queensland, and 
he s"'id ho could not deal with it. He merely 
deferred the evil day. It does not require a 
person of intelligence to see that if an elec­
tion had not been looming the basic wage 
uf Queensland >Yould now be in the vicinity 
of £2 18s. 6cl. How can anv individual live 
comfortably, decently, and· honestly on £2 
18s, 6d. a week., That is the wav thev would 
llin·e balanced their Budget. ~c}]ong' as they 
,how a return in cash, and maintain what 
they t rm a Budget equilibrium, they never 
lP'sitate to innule the rights of the people. 

The best way of helping a country over its 
difficulties is by maintaining the purchasing 
power of the people. Xo doubt the Leader 
of the Opposition will disagree with that 
opinio1r. IJ c could not ngTt"\e with jt after 
atte>nding a eonf0rene0 1.,·herc it \Vfl~ inft)l'0Il­
tinlly acho('atPd that tlw· ba~ic wagC> for this 
State· slJOnlcl be £2 18s. 6d. per v:eek 

Mr. :;'.loom:: }fr. Gledson, I rise to a point 
of ordr>r. I never advocated anything of the 
f'ort, :::..nd I never n1ade any such suggestion. 
Th<' hon. member for ::\Iaree cam;ot keep on 
misquoting as he is doing. I did not do 
what he alleges. 

The TE::11P0RARY CHAIR.\L\N: Order! 
The hon. member for lYiaree must accept the 
denial of the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. \V. T. KING: I s;" that the Leader 
of the Opposition did not 'ha Ye the political 
courage to make a statement at the Pre­
miers' Conference that a basic wage of £2 
18s. 6d. per week was not a fair basic wage 
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for the people of Quce,l'land. I sav with 
dt c respect that I am entitled to e~amine 
1 he• athmdant circumstances of this matter, 
and it cannot be denied bY the Leader of the 
Opposition tl!at a plan ;s put before him in 
his capacitv as PrPmier of this State under 
which the basic wage for Queensland wonld 
have been reduced to £2 18s. 6d. Instead 
of saying "Yefl'' or "~o" a~ a capable 
roiitical leader would, the hon. gentleman 
rttcrelv stated that. an election was looming 
in Qt;eensland and that under the circum­
'lanccs it was difficult for him to face the 
position. So that the stand taken by the 
Leader of the Opposition >vhen he repre­
sented this State in the South stands out in 
bold relief. and no matter in ,,-hat hues 
the hon. gentleman may paint the picture. 
he C'annot got away from the fact that neither 
he nor the hon. memb<'r for Sandgate told 
tl1l' conference that they were in fayour of 
'' decent basic rate for Queensland. The 
maintenance of a decent purchasing power 
for the people is essential for the wellbeing 
n: the State as a whole. The existing 
Quecn,land basic wage of £3 14s .. which is 
the best in the Commonwealth, has been 
brought about by the activities of Labour 
Governments. It is certainly much higher 
than YYould be the rate if hon. members 
opposite controlled the affairs of State to-day. 

In order to ascertain the vie\\point of the 
Opposition wo have only to examine the 
statements which are made hv those hon. 
members opposite who, for the purpose of 
rny argument, I shall term courageous. I 
refer to the hon. member for \Vynnum, who 
unhesitatingly 'aid that he believed that a. 
~ow rate of wage should prevail in Australia, 
in orc;er that we might pull Australia 
n-:rough the present period of stress. The 
{;on. member unequivocally stated that we 
y·ould neYer get back to a period of pros­
rcrit: or to a period of halancecl Dudgets. 
unless we submitted ourselves to the labour 
c·onclitions of OY'erseas countries with which 
yy·e have to compete. That was the tenor 
d his remarks. I congratulate the hon. 
member on the courage he displayed. for in 
t•1aking that statement he fully and effec­
tr.-cly exprc;o;scd the opinion of the resb of 
lhe Opposition, who, because of political 
'xpcdicnc:-, ha.-e not the political courage 
ic Clll!llCiate doctrines in which thC\' rirmJv 
l·c,Jim·e. I admire a person who 'has tho 
courage to exprf'ss what ho belieYes to be the 
:rue so!tttion of the problem. I admire the 
hon. rncmber's courage just as n1uch as I 
despise the lack of political courage of his 
colleagues who >Yill not publicly state what 
t l1cv reallv bclie,-e to be true. As a member 
of ·the Labour Party, I cannot approve of 
any s~·:<tem of low wages. I repeat that 
~be purchasing p01YPr of the peopl0 must 
he maintained at as high a ]eye] as possible 
in order that the State mav be rehabilitated. 
\Yhen >..age,· are high tho incrc,,~,scd spend­
Jng power of tho cornmnnity is reflected in 
I be gen0ral prosperity of tho country, The 
p·catr ,t ·penders in the inter0sts of the 
country are the \Yorkcr,. probably n1orc so 
1 han those monc~'ed people who restrict 
ti1c-ir Sl1ending and increase their sayings. 

At 12.40 p.m., 
The CHAIR}IAN Y~·ourned the chair. 

:Hr. \Y, T. KI:::\G: It ill b0comes the hon. 
1tJC'l11bcr for Too\vong to insinuate that \VH 

on this side of the Committee do not know 
our businecs. The hon, member has been· 
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prone to quote the "Bulletin" and " Smith's 
\Veekly," and perhaps he will accept a 
quotation which I propose lo make of the 
remarks of the Assistant Federal Treasurer, 
who worships at the same political shrine 
.as the hon. member for Toowong·. The 
Assistant Federal Treasurer, as rep'Orted in 
the Brisbane ·· Courier'' of 2nd February, 
1932, castigated the then Premier of Queens­
land, who is now Leader of tlw Opposition. 
in these words-

" The Assist:1nt Federal Treasurer 
expressed the opinion during the discus­
sion t.hat the deficit of Queen,;land was 
larger than it should be, and that the 
State was retrogressing rar,iclly.'' 

Mr. S!ZER: \Yhere was that statement 
Flade? 

2\1r. \V. T. KING: The hon. member for 
Sandgate has sufticient knowledge to know 
who the Assistant Federal Treasurer was 
in February, 1932. The Leader of the 
Opposition will doubtless recall the con­
ference, and in ans f.lYent the press reports 
arc available to both hon. members. The 
gJatement was maJe use of during the last 
election campaign by manv Labour candi­
dates, but no denial was forthcoming from 
1 he Leader of the Opposition of the state­
n,ent that he was the person at whom the 
remarks of the Assistant Federal Treasurer 
"ere directed. \V e know the Assistant 
1 oderal Treasurer has to keep an eye on 
r,-eneral finance. He is a member of the 
Loan Council. 

Mr. MooRE: He is the chairman. 

Mr. ~V. T. KIXG: As chairman, as well 
~s Assistant Treasurer, he naturallv should 
have a fair financial knowledge a( Queens­
land In general) so that a castigation frorn 
n, gentleman d his rank and calibr·: is 
noteworthy. Fancy his <;aying that ,the 
Q,;eenslancl deficit was larger than it should 
lce! \Ve heard the hon. member for Too­
wong indulge in his tirade to the effect that 
the State is retrogTesoing rapidly. Happily 
the peoplG of Queensland realised the facts 
and on 11th June, 1932, thev passed into 
oblivion the :\Ioore Party: which had 
sho"ed such disrc'ganl of the welfare d the 
State. The hon. member for Toowong· made 
a statement to the effe~t that conditions are 
not as good as ":e on this side 1naiutain. 
It is quite cas~· to anal~·se the po:;;ition in 
order to sco \Yhether good progress is being 
made. The hon. member vvill agree that 
it is fair to acsumo that loaders of industrv 
in Brisbane are in a .position to say whetheur 
business has improv-ed or not, and vrhdhcr 
the policy of the present Government is one 
of stagnation. .:VIr. Lansdovvne, the rnanag­
ing director of ~de \Vhirters Limited, is 
rEported in the '' Couricr-::\1" il" of 26th 
September last, as having c ~id at the annual 
meeting of shareholders-

" \Ve c,nnot get back to any sem­
blance of prospcrit:· until \Ye get people 
back to vv-ork. 

"By work, he said. he did not mean 
intermittent relief work, but creativ-e' 
or constructive work. He was pleasPd 
to learn that the Government cont.cm­
plated fairly extensive works, vvhich 
would reduce unemployment and be an 
assured revenue-producing proposition 
from its inception. Any Government 
which had the comage to go on with 

such schemes descn-ecl the everlasting 
thanks of the con1n1unit: ; ' 

Those ;vords haye no political taint. ~o 
Labour man would take 1\Ir. Lansdownc to 
his boson1 and embrace bitn a~ a LaLour 
co~leaguc. but everyone \Yill regard hin1 as 
beu1g a good bnsinef:.s 1nan who belieYes in a 
fair deal. 

\Ye are encloayouring to keep wages up 
and to maintain the purchasing power of the 
people. If the Opposition were in power an 
onslaught vvonlcl be made on the conditions 
of t!1e workers. 

The Leader of the Opposition has com­
plained of the complacencv of the Govern­
ment, but it is necessary ~during a period 
of stress such as we are experiencing that a 
Government should have a plan of construc­
tive work. \Vhen hon, gentlemen opposite 
wore m power, what did they do? Did they 
not h~ clown and complacently wait for 
sonwtlnng to turn up-Micawber-like '' It 
is ess~mtial that money be expended to place 
men m emplovment before one can think ·of 
balancing Budgets. After men have been 
placed in employment, the GoYernment can 
devote themselve," to the task of making Its 
Budget balance. . Any GoYernment who, 
under certam conc!ItlOns, cease reproductive 
work and thus create unemplovment are 
certainly not doing their dutv. 'i'he Moore 
G?vernment did something of that nature. 
\\hat ,ha v~ they left? Only a stupendous 
clefiCJt '. \\hen the Labour Party came into 
po1;-er m 1932 the financial blizzard that the 
hon. member for Toowong has mentioned so 
frequently was raging more fiercely than 
when the party to which that hon. gentle­
man belongs came into power in 1929. His 
UoYernmen~ should have adopted a sound 
pohcy, wlnch would have provided more 
";ark and kept more people in employment. 
'Ihat would have been the most effective 
method of dealiniT with the results of the 
dcpre"ion. Members of thi, partv would 
not ach-ocate a policy which woufd result 
m a balanced Bnclget until such time as 
o~n· people were placed back in employment. 
:\obody can acr use the Labour Partv of 
being acllwreuts of a policy of building 
ayman,"cnt• at the expene., of the people. 
'I he first d~1ty of any country is to feed 
and clothe Its people effectinly, and main­
tal!1 them m. proper decency. Any other 
system IS cletnmental to progress and does 
not play the game with the w~rkers. In 
tlns re cpect, I am talking of the world in 
general, because all countries appea1· to be 
adopting a policy of rea1:1namcnt before 
re-employment. That svstem of civilisation 
appears to. be the one ~that is bolstered up 
by our fncncl opposit~; hy such a system 
they have more .to gam than anybody else. 
Su.ch a 'yslem IS bad for civilisation. A 
child is a national aeset, and on its birth 
has an inherent right to be fed and clothed 
properlv and decently. Any system of civili­
sation or so-called civilisation which evades 
the grantinll: of that right cannot be 
toler:>tcd. :'\ o member of the Oppo,;ition 
can lionc.s.tly agree with any policy that in­
terfers with such a right, \Vho is behind 
those that make the armaments? Who is 
bchmcl those who bring into being the 
appurtenances of war? Is it the Labour 
Party's interests .that are concerned in huge 
armament factones? ~o-it is the interests 
rcpre~e~1tecl by the hon. members who sit in 
opposition. I am not accusing· the hon. 
members opposite themselves, but it is their 
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political stalwarts throughout the world who 
are supporting a systen1 of reannan1cnt and 
throwing the co"t on n1en, \Vorncn, and 
children. It is a sad travesty on the poli­
tical life of Quec'nsland that a system of 
re lie£ work should exist. If Queensland 
does not get rid of that svstem within a 
reasonable time, it will destroy Quef'ns­
land. It is eat.ing into the very vitals of 
the State, and destroying the best senti­
ments of our people. 

}1r. SP.\RKES: \Yhy not give private enter­
pri~c a chance by reducing taxation? 

Mr. \V. 'I. KI~G: Does the hon. member 
suggest that private enterprise should be 
given a chance to provide employment at 
award rates or does he mean to infer that 
private c'ntcrprise should be allowed to 
engage labour under relief work conditions? 

~lr. SPARKES: ReducB the burden of taxa­
tion. 

Mr. W. 'I. KIXG: That is a very easy 
cry to make, but the State must live, and 
the Government must tax in order to live. 
If the hon. member can demonstrate in what 
directions taxation mav be reduced I and tbe 
people of Queensland will be pleased to 
listEn to him. Tile Government are endea­
vouring to do their best in the circumstances 
but what llope can there be for the world 
with the prevailing unrest and with the 
ryrr:blings of "·ar-war prompted by a 
de:-n·c to ren1oye the feelings of unrest 
and rid the world of a surplus population? 
'Ihe reiief work system cannot continue inde­
finitely; at be't it is only a palliative. It 
1s a system that is debasing the manhood 
of the country. I express the fervent hope 
that 1t will not become a permanent or even 
a oemi-permanent institution in this country. 

I do not wish to be subjected to the odium 
of not being considered a !oval citizen of 
the E'?pire, but I do contend inost earnestly 
that rntcref',t rates on our overseas loans 
should be reduced. 

1\lr. SPARKES: On the American loans? 

Mr. W. T. KIKG: Including American 
loa11s. 

Mr. SPARKES: It was the stupid1tv of the 
Labour Government that brougllt tho,e loans 
Jn~o existence. 

:lh. \Y. T. KIXG: That is not correct. 
B( -iLg ~tupid hin1selL the hon. rnen1ber thinks 
t :,,t t ('YL·ry~od.Y . c.be i~· stupi.d~hc brought 

J'PTOl t U! llllllself. and he thorouQ:'blv 
it. The pnblic debt of the Sctate 
£110,784,721, n1ade up as follows:-

Loans in Australia 
Loans in London 
Loans in America 

£ 
40,647,656 
62,728,023 

7,409,042 

When a cou.ntry., is struggling for its very 
C'Xbtcnce, wnh ns baek to the .vall. it is 
the cl uty of enry citizen to do hif' best for 
his own people. I readiiy admit that tllere 
is a contractual obligation in respect of the 
payincnt of jnterest on overseas loans, but I 
aho contend that a dutv is cast upon me as 
a member of Parliament to do my best in 
th£> mtercsts not only of the people of my 
electorate but aim of th n people of Queens­
] me!. The1r mterest' ehould be safeguarded, 
and when 1t comes to a questwn of deciding 
between the contractual rights of cash and 
the moral rights of flesh and blood I have 
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no hesitatwn in stating that my duty lies 
in llelping my own people. 

JYlr. SPARKES: You believe in concessions 
and you beli•"ve in giving them only to a 
certam sectiOn of the community? 

Mr. \Y. T. KIXG : That is not so. When 
a country is fighting with its back to the 
wall and its people are being impoverished 
through lack of work it .is. our first duty, 
uot only as members of Parhament but also 
as citizens, to do everything we can in the 
best mtercsts of our country. The system 
of mternatwnal finance in its relationship 
tu prt_'scnt functions of uoycrninent needs 
drastic t'cview. It is quite possible under 
the )lresent system of finance for a Govern­
ment elected to protect the interests of cer­
tain people to llave its actions nulliiied_ 
The financial powers that govern the world 
to-day require curbing to a great degree 
m order that wealth mav be diverted from 
its present avenues into other avenues more 
closely allied with the wellbeing and national 
life of the people. That point cannot be too 
often reiterated. The time will come when 
tile system will be reyiewed in the light 
of the desire of the people to govern them­
selves. I do not agree with tile views of 
hon. members opposite tllat the Government 
should advance money to private enterprise: 
whtch would judiciously invest it and tllus 
find a solution of the unemployed problem. 
That is altogether too general, and has no 
concrete basis to recommend it. In times of 
depression, such as we are passing tllrough, 
the proper and safer course for Govermnents 
to take is the governmental control of 
finance. Go.-ernments should lead the way 
and play an effective part in the rehabilita­
tion of nations. To reserve that function 
to private enterprise would mean that Go­
,·ernments would permit private enterprise 
to usurp their functions, and destroy the: 
will of the people. \Ve llave arrived at a 
stage not mNely in Australia but througll­
out the world whPn steps should be taken 
to arrest the rdrog-ra<le movement so notice­
able under privat~. enterprise. Destructive: 
criticism of the nature offered bv hon. mem­
bers opposite does not get us anywhere. 
\VC' arc in a period when constructive pro­
nozals are required, not only in Queensland 
but aho elsC'\\" here. In the present crisis tile 
system under which we are living has been: 
wcighC'd in the balance and found wanting, 
because it has not afforded the people tile 
wher0withal to enable them to live in decent 
standards of comfort. Therefore. the tima 
has arrived for a careful review. \Ve cannot 
overco:ne the difficultv h,- g·libly saying tllat 
rriYate enterprise will ]cad the "·ay OUt Of 
the mora~.3. 'rhe s:v~tt'~n1 of governmental 
control i-, the pivot on which such a move­
ment should operat0. Private enterprise has 
hiled badlv. and if it is to aS>ist us out of 
onr difficultiPs. it should pla:l' its part and 
rJo,·dail in with the schem0 of government. 
Throughont the l0ngth and breBdtll of the 
1vorld a g-loomv dcprPs~f1n prevails: and tho 
r,rw-timP hapnineos and brie-ht outlook of the 
masses llaYe disappcar0el. \'if0 h0ar rumblings 
r,f w 'r. for the nation~ are dC'sirous of forr­
n:r:; their nefarious d0signs on each other. If 
the.ir designs are realised. it will mean the 
l1ocin1ation of th:-~ peoples of many nationf;. 

It is no good sidctt·acking th0 facts; thev 
n ust lw faced. The fate of civilisation itself 
i:- in the balance. The present unsatisfactor:; 
system cannot continue indefinitely. and it 
requires no wm1derful mind to realise that 
:::une change is necessary :if we are to :in1proye· 
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thl' conditions of a large section of tho popu­
lation 'vhose outlook at present is hopeless. 
The Crl'ator ordained that a man is entitled 
to at least the nccessarie3 of life. Anv 
sptem which dE>nics to a large section of the 
wol'ld's population that comjwtencv which 
i~ their right C'annot continue ind'efinitely. 
SonH' change is necessary if ciYilisation 
itself is to be saved. 

I was referring· to the question of the 
intenst on the overseas debt, and 1 made the 
point that the interest rate should be reduced. 
[ traced the contractual relations which 
existed between the lender and the borrower, 
~nd I admitted that a person was entitled 
I o be paid a just rate of interest. On the 
c.ther hand, I emphasised the moral obliga­
tion which a country had to its own people; 
and after having considered both points of 
;ic>w, I found myself definitely in favour of 
"flesh and blood " as against " £ s. d." If 
I he rate of interest on the overseas debt­
and I mean the American debt also-were 
reduced by 1 per cent. there would be a 
saving to us in interest of £706.798. and at 
the present rate of exchange a saving of 
£179,350 in exchange, making a total saving 
nf £886.148. At a basic wage of £3 14s. 
rer week. that would provide a week's 
employment for 239,588 persons in the vear 
in which that conversion was effected· and 
every year thereafter. 

J\Ir. PLt:XKETT: There are too many "ifs'' 
a bout that. 

Mr. W. T. KING: I would remind the 
]con. member for Albert that the present 
svstcm of society, under which a certain 
sr'ction of the people have to subsist on sav 
27s. per \Veck, cannot continue indefin'itel)/. 
.\ way out must be found. \Ve have a dutv 
to our own people, and if we find that o;:, 
pre~en.t price levels the rate ?f interest being 
pa1d 1s out of all proportiOn to the rate 
agreed to be paid when the contract was 
made. a readjustment must be made in order 
t<.1 bring interest into conformity with the 
general level of prices. 

Put the position in another wav: If the 
OYC'l':3ca s ch1 bt "·ere conyerted tiJ~~norrow :'-0 
that the interest rate was 3 per cent .. there 
wou1d be a ~mving in intcrt'st and exchange 
of £_1.547.000. which at the basic wage >voulcl 
prm·nle cmpolyment for approximatelv 
417.270 ]Woplc for a week for the vcar i;1 
\'lthich the conYersion \Va~ n1adc an~l eYery 
~ear then:'aftcr. 

l\Ir. PLr~KETT: 
1: ere. 

There is another " if " 

:\Ir. \Y. T. Kl~G: I am statin" definitelv 
what I COJ:sidcr should be done, ,~hercas the 
hor~. 1nc1nhor Y' contc1:t to adopt a 11cgatiYc 
attltudC' atHl rndulg0 111 clc -tructiYe criticj:-:1n 
that will get us nowhere. I think that cn•n 
thc> hon. member for Alhert will n'alise that 
an nnpro,~cnJC'nt 1nn~t be cffectf :1 sonH'wherc 
and I make no apology for '·lating that th~ 
mterests of the people arc the paramount 
consideration of the State. 

If we converted our overseas loans on a 
basis of 3 per cent. we should make an annual 
saYing of £1,547,000, made up as follows:-

Interest 
Exchange 

£ 
1,234,000 

313,000 

£1,547,000 

That would be itemised as follows:­
£ 

London­
Interest 
Exchange 

Xew York-
Intcrest and Exchange 

1,044,000 
265,000 

£1,309,000 

238,000 

£1,547,000 

A sum of £1,547,000 would give employ­
ment to the number of people I have men­
tioned in this regard. 

The position has to be faced. The hon. 
member for Kcnnedy went through the inter­
est tables and found that there was a dif­
ference of interest between 1932-33 and the 
pr<'Yious year of £72,000~-a difference that, he 
sa id. had been caused bv con version of loans 
in Eugland. During that period, however, 
there "as no conversiou of loans in England 
at all, so that the hon. member made an 
absolute misstatement of fact. I want to 
be fair to the hon. member-I do not think 
any hon. member would accuse me of being 
unfair-but although there was a conversion 
of a Commonwealth loan of £2,000,000 from 
6 per cent. to 4 per cent., the benefit will 
not be seen until the next financial year. We 
can take the hon. member for Kennedy as 
being absolutely bowled out. That is typical 
of his statements in regard to the financial 
position. 

The hon. member for Cook stated yester­
day that on a previous occasion I made a 
speech in this Chamber to the effect that 
under no circumstances would I agree to 
government by regulation, as distinct from 
government by Parliament. The hon. mem­
ber suggested that because I support a 
Government who introduced a Bill under 
which they have power to fix fees by regula­
tion I had departed from the principle I 
beliend in, and that I now agreed to what 
Lord Hewart styled "The New Despotism." 
I stand on the principle I previously 'enun­
ciated, and claim that the Government are 
not governing by regulation. I make that 
correction in case someone out in the coun­
try, seeing the statement of the hon. member 
for Cook and not knowing him, should 
think that I had departed from my prin­
ciples and that the hon. member was to be 
relied upon. 

I think that under all the circumstances 
the Go' 21'll1Hcnt ha Ye dont' \YOlJclerful \York. 
The~- have had to face very hard times, but 
they have done well for the people. They 
have tried to do everything possible to live 
within their means, and have been rea,on­
ably successful. One big feature in the 
Budget is that no wage-cutting is to be 
indulged in nor anything else that would 
invade the rights of the workers of Queens­
land. \V c arc out to help the workers and 
giYc thctn back the conditio:Js that \Yere taken 
;twa v fmm them bv· the l\1oorc Gon;mmcnt. 
\V e "were sent into 'po\\·er bv the pcopce, and 
we l<•"islate for them. It is. our dutY to carrv 
out the programnw which we put before th'o 
people. \Ve have a dutv to see that to the 
people are given the r{wans to live. Our 
pre:'ent econornic ~ystPnl is being shaken. 
Relief must be given to the workers of 
Queensland; we must help them, as the.v 
cannot help themselves. Certain obligations 
must be altered to meet existing conditions, 
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and the people of Queensland must be pro­
perly clothed and fed. Our first duty is to 
our own people. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [2.19 p.rn.]: I 
have listened very carefully to the speech 
of the hon. member for Maree, who has taken 
a good deal of consolation to himself from 
what he considers the present Government 
have done to meet the present position. He 
may derive some consolation from it, but 
the people of Queensland are not getting 
much consolation out of the slender work 
that the present Government have carried 
out. 

The TREASURER : It is pretty liberal corn­
pared with what you gave us. 

Mr. R. M. KI:'\G : We shall find very 
soon that the people are not as satisfied 
with its results as are the members of the 
Government. I have heard a·dverse com­
ments from people outside this Chamber 
who arc supposed to be strong supporters 
of the Government, and members on the 
other side would not be very flattered by 
what was said. The hon. member for 
l\faree made remarks which were not very 
complimentary to the hon. member for 
Toowong. He said he resorted to platitudes. 
I rna:c apply similar remarks to the hon. 
member for Maree himself. I cannot see that 
there was anything constructive in the 
speech he has just made. The hon. member 
for Toowong spoke the truth. He offered 
very udverso dostructiYe criticism of the 
a.ctions of the Government and he had everv 
justification for doing OD. The hon. mem­
ber for Maree i.' perfectly satisfi0d \Yith pre­
sent conditions and seems to be perfectly 
convinced that the principles of the party 
for which he stands are built on a founda­
tion a' solid as that of the Trades II all. 
Well, the Trades Hall foundation is pretty 
rotten, because it was built on propert.v 
filched from the peopl0. Th0 Trades Hall 
was erected in lieu of the building t>'ed 
previously as a Trades Hall because, it was 
said, the latter \Yas condemll('d as unsafe. 
It is, ho\YeYer, still being used for other 
purpose- From the moral point of Yiew 
therefore. the preo.ent Trades Hall is built 
OL a pretty rotten fonncl:ttion. 

The hon. n'cmber for :Ylarce al-o reYiYNl 
tho quedion o£ 1dwt took place at the 
I)rernirrs' Conference 111 ~\priL 1932, as 
regards the basic \\age reduction. It is 011 

the records of this Chambcr that the Leader 
of the Opposition state ri at that conference 
that he could not go into the question of 
l,\·agcs at all, as it \Yas not ,, U11{ttPr for hin1. 
Lut one for the Arbitration Court. That 
was a plain enough statemc-1t. :'\eyertheless. 
another storv is trotted out here time after 
time. It w'as trotted out at th0 elections 
and the people were made to bclieYc that 
lho Leader of the Opposition and our part;: 
advocated a reduct1on of \Yages. including 
iho basic wage. There V·.as no truth in it. 
If the· hon. member placed a case before 
the court in the way he has made it tc-dav 
he would not be iistened to. He wonl~l 
bt' put out of court straig·ht a "·ay. He 
has merely introduced bitter party feeling·s 
tn belittle the actions and good name of the 
Moore Government. 

Ho also made some reference to the 
evidence cf progress in the State. He 
<l'Joted the re,narks of :\Ir. Lansdowne. but 
fhat is the only eYidence he broug-ht for­
ward to support his assertion. I do not 
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know that ::\lr. Lansdowne poses as an 
economist or an expert cornpctent to give 
an oprnron. but we do know that he likes 
to see loan n1one~· ,'"-p£'nt. All 11101~ v;,·~10 arP 

engaged in busint'~ses ~uch as lns like to 
see loan n1oney ~pfnt, because t~utt rnoney 
is in duo course passed oyer their counters 
and decreases their difficulties. 

Jl.1ention has also been made in this del'ate 
of the chances of employment for ~oys. 
\Vhat chance has a bov go( when a Labour 
Party is in power, ~intent on piling ~lp 
cxtrayaganccs, with their consequent Hl~ 
debtedne~s and interest charges. the burden 
of which he will have to carry in the future? 

The hon. member also made mention of 
armaments. W o all deplore the fact that 
it is necessary to spend so rnuch n1oney on 
armaments when it could be used to so 
111uch better purpcoe in other direction2. 
But presenation is the first law of nature; 
we must protect ourselYes. \Ye may be 
;-;ealthy, prosperous. happy, and contPnted:;-­
carrying on our usual Yocat~ons-and stLl 
have no rneam of defence. \\: e arc then at 
the mercy of any raiding hordes who car.e 
lo exploit us. Then y, e shall call out, 
•· \Yhere is our defence'" \Ye have no 
defence. I am firmly of opinion that the 
best wa v to ensure peace is to prepare for 
_,.ar. That course may be very hard upon 
the peoples of the world,. but its trulh 
remain;;. It is one of the Immutable laws 
of humanity. Those people who are imlmed 
with a strong desire to settle the chfferenees 
cf the world without resort to armaments 
han' failed up to the present. and how we 
are to fare in the future I do not know. 
Ruinous wars continually in1peril our Yery 
existpnce and if we are wi:::e we vrill prP­
paro for an cn1ergency that rnay aTise at 
anv time and \Yil)e us ant of existence. 
Xoboc!Y likes war. ·but we must be prepared 
for it.· 

The bon member for :Yiaree criticised 
the prc ;;cnt svstom of socidv. Presumably 
he rderred to the capitalist1c system. He 
caid that the svstern should be scrapped. It 
is verv easY to make that contention. but 
no orH~ has~ ~ug-~rested an acceptable .alterna­
tive. Until we ~can find a sub·titute for the 
capitalistic systern, it n1nst rernain. I kno.vv 
that it has its wcakne.'"''· and that m 
mam· cases it is guilty o( corruption. I 
cann~ot clain1 that it is the "best" systern. 
because \Ye cannot speak of social s~rs~0n~ 
in terms of " good. better. best," but tt Is 
the least objectionable system, or the least 
bad of anY svstem that has oj,c·ratod through­
out the ,\·o~ld up to tho present time. 

:!\Inch has been said during the debate in 
condemnation of the Lvons Govemrnent and 
of :\fr. S. ]1.1. Brnce. 'rt is the intention of 
the present Goyernment to let loos:' a flood 
of political propaganda during th1s scsswn 
in the hope that it \Yill sink into the 
n1inds of the eleC'tors and haxe :"Oll1C' effect 
during the coming Federal election cam­
]laign. I do not think that it will haYe 
that effect. \Yhen the hon. member for 
Rockhampton moyed a motion on prh·atc 
members' clay with the object of discussi1:g 
the alleged sins of omission and corrnms­
sion of the Federal Government, he and lu> 
supporters were so roundly flogged ~hat tho 
Treasurer was onlv too glad to deprn-e hon. 
membces of the ;ight of priYate members' 
dav. The name of :Ylr. S. :!\I. Bruce h;; 
been Yerv freelv introduced into the debate. 
I regard that' gentleman as one of the 
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greatest men Australia has ever produced. 
He is not a little Victorian, he is not a 
little QuPenslander, nor is he a little Aus­
tralian. He is a big Australian, a man who 
has done wondPrfull v fine work for Australia 
during his political" life, and especially in 
his capacity as resident Minister in London. 
His wonderful work reminds me of these 
Jines-

'' God giYe us 1ncn ! A tin1c like thi~ 
demands-

Strong arms, great hearts, true faith, and 
willing handc, 

:Yfen whom the lust of office cannot kill, 
:\I en whom the spoils of office cannot buy, 
:'den who have honour-men who will not 

lie, 
Men who have opinions and the \vill 
To stand before the demagogue and damn 

their false teachings without 
winking, 

Tall men-sun.erowned-who live above 
the fog, 

In public duty and in private thinking." 

:\Ir. Bruce is doing splendid work for his 
country and is one of the greatest patriots 
we have ever had. 

I listened carefully to the Budget. and I 
am corry to say that in it I cannot find any 
solutiOn of our difficulties. I can express 
satisfaction in the fact that there does not 
s~em to be any proYision for increased taxa­
tiOn, but, unfo~tunately, no provision is made 
for anv reductiOn. The Government will not 
face the position or ,recognise their obli o·a· 
tions in this re,pect. I have said before a~nd 
I .say again, that Labonr cannot o·oyern' in a 
time of crisis, because it fears tbe loss of votes 
if it, dot>s unpleasant things. It knows that if 
it adopts drastic methods it will alienate sup­
porters. 

High taxation militates against an indus­
trial revival. It is nccesmrv to balance 
lmdgets, as all States are tryirig to do, but 
rt lS also n<•cessarv to balance them in such a 
wav that incomes ''arc not affected bv taxation 
to ·an extent that it will retard 'expansion 
of production and enterprise. Xo attempt 
is made in this Budget to reduce taxation; 
the expectation of the Governmf-nt is that 
prc,pcrity will bo achieved hv borrowing 
to th,, fullest possible extent. That is a Yel'V 
poor foundation on which to build prosperity. 
The GoYernment argue that bv borrowing 
Inoney and ~pPnding n1oney thC purchasing 
power of the people is increased, that the 
InorE'y is circulated through the con;n1unit~v, 
and ultimatelv finds its wav back to the 
Treasurv. The GoYt>rnmcnt n'En'er think that 
there is, a day of reckoning. Thf' hard truth 
\Va'l forced upon the people a few "ears 
ag-o when thcv were made to realise' that 
Govcrn1nents C·ould not rontinuo borro,Ying 
indiscriminately without producing and 
Pxnorting- snfficicnt goodR ovf'rReas to cstab­
li-h a fayourable trade balance. Thev 
awakened to that fact, and as a result of 
a series of comuHations between the Com­
monwealth anc! States, the Premiers' Plan 
called upon all sections to make sacriftces. 
It appeat·s that tho<c sacrifices mav be in 
Yain b:>canse some Gov0rnments. the ·Govern~ 
ment of Queensland especial!~·, arc rapidly 
drifting- back to the old policy of borrowing 
and extravagance. In fourteen vears Labour 
doubled the loan indebtedness of Queensland, 
whilst in the following three vears the Moorc 
Administration did not borrow but actually 
reduced the national debt. The public debt 
on 30th June, 1929, just after they came into 

power, was £112.862,049, and on 30th June, 
1932-the month the :Moore Government went 
out of office-the public debt had been 
reduced to £111,911,785, or a decrease of 
£950.864. The present weight of public 
indebtedness is a very heavy burden on 
industry and seriously hampers and impedes 
national recoyery and the progress and 
development of the State. Last year our 
public debt was increased by £2,619,000, and 
but for the temporary withdrawal of £800,000 
worth of Treasury bills, it would haYc been 
£3,419,000. It is proposed by the Govern­
ment to .,pend £3,300,000 loan money during 
the current vear. At the Premiers' Confer­
ence hold on' 5th July, 1932, the first of such 
conferences that the present Treasurer 
attended, it was decided-

" Conference faYours the flotation of 
a national recovery loan of £15,000,000 to 
he raised over a period of three years 
for the undertaking of public and private 
\Yorks of a permanent and reproductive 
character. subject to the following con­
ditions:-" 

Then it provided for the constitution in each 
State of an independent honorary board to 
investigate and recornrnend to Government 
n'prodnctive works that would provide 
employment and promote the national wealth. 

The Financial Statement outEnes the direc­
tions in which the £3,300,000 approved by 
the Loan Council will be expended in the 
< urrent year. The directions include-

Buildings 
State Ad' ances Corporation 
Loans and Subsidies to Local Bodies .. 
Loans to Hospital Boards 
Transfer from Main Roads :Fund to 

Consolidated ReYenue 

£ 
431,374 
300,000 

1,017, 714 
50,000 

250,000 

Total .. £2,049,088 

The Loan Council imposed a condition that 
t ne 1none~~ n1u:;;t be expended in a venues 
that would be reproductive and would add to 
the national wealth. I submit that expendi­
ture in the directicns I have mentioned does 
not fulfil that condition. For example, at 
the pre:',Cllt tirne buildings are liabilities 
rather than a 3'~.et~. :\Iorcovcl", thev houst1 
employees, and the position of the State docg 
not justify the appointment of additional 
cn1ployecs. 

Part of the loan money will be expended 
in the erection of workers' dwellings am! 
·workers' horncs. \Yorkc·rs' ch....-ellings have 
hccn a Yery good inYestmcnt for the State' 
and have been a great boon to the peoj_1le. 
The \Yorkers' Dwellings DC:partrnent has 
funetioncd satisfactorily. ut, although the 
f'ystcnl of \YOrker::;;' homes rnay have bt~en 
helpful to the poorer class oi poopiP. it ha' 
bcpn a {'alarnity ::;o far ~,::' goYernnu•ntal 
expenditure is concerned. and it is safe to 
cstin1atc that arrlars of pa~nnents in rc'~ll8Ct 
of workers' honlei' anlOUllt to n1anv thousands 
of pounds. , 

In the carrying out of GoveiErnent works 
generally the present Govern; 1ent adhere 
<J,efinitel~· to the day-labour prmciple. 

Mr. FOLEY : Hear, hear ! To make a 
c1ccent job of it. 

2\Ir. R. M. KING: Quite as good a job 
and a cheaper job would be obtained under 
j he contract system. It is all very well to 
te generous with other people'" money, and 

Mr. E. "'ti. King.] 
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that is what happens in many cases under 
the clay-labour system. \Yhen I was Secre­
tary for Public \Yorks I gane every oppor­
tunity to both systems. I do not propose 
to enter into a dissertation on the qucstioE 
of contract versus clay labour, but I ma~ 
tell the Committee the results of the practical 
experience of the l\1oore Government, who 
desired to find the best method of carrying 
out works that would be paid for by public 
money. We did not follow the day-labour 
princi1Jle, although it \Yas giYen eyery chant e 
to ('OITlpcte, and \Ye had excellent re"'ults in 
the quality of the •vork. and iu addition 
there was a saving of 20 per cent. to the 
St~te. 

A far greater proportion of the loan expen­
diture I have mentioned should be allocated 
to wealth-producing agencies. Let us look 
at the reproductivitv of the Loan Fund for 
the year 1932-33. Interest payments amounted 
to £4,932,460, and exchange thereon to 
£1,075,768, or a total of £6,008.228. When 
one inquires what the return 011 loan 
expenditure has been one is appalled at its 
unproductive nature. \Ve find that the 
retur nfrom loans for \Vorks and serYice:' 
amounted to £2,640,503, showing a shortage 
to be made up out of revenue of £3,367.725. 
We are receiving £3.300,000 from the Loan 
Council this y(•ar on the distinct understand­
ing that the money must be spent in repro­
ductive and permaneut works >Yhich will 
increase our nahl'ral wealth; but with the 
experience we ha.-e had of the tremendous 
loss on loan moneys last vear \Ve c:an onlv 
some to the conc!u'sion tha:t the monev to a 
large extent will be used in such. a n1anner 
as will not be reproductive. 

Dealing with the loan expenditure, the 
Budget states-

" In addition to creating assets of 
value to the community, the utilisation of 
funds for these purposes relieves unem­
ployment in a most effective manner, 
Business is stimulated by the circulation 
of increased purchasing power which, 
in turn, augments the demand for con­
sumable goods." 

It was pointed out this morning that that 
statement was absolutely wrong and mis­
leading. Don·owing money simply means 
the transference of the purchasing power 
from one person to another; it does not 
increase the volume of purchasing power. 
If the money was left in the hands of its 
original owners it would still retain the same 
purchasing power. 'The use that is made 
of the monc3· is the only sound test to apply 
to borrowing, whether by private individuals 
or by the State. Loan moneys used to 
maintain condition• which are economically 
unsound are detrintcntal to trade and indus­
try. \Y c ha vc an example of that in the 
transference of £250,000 from Loan Fund 
Account to consolidated revenue. That is 
one method of financing ; financing by means 
o£ Treasury bills is another. Spending loan 
money merely to absorb in employment those 
whom trade and industry cannot employ by 
reason of the conditions prevailing is 
another. 

As to balancing the Budget-the Trea­
surer's idea was that it should be balanced­
we must come to the conclusion that New 
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, 
at any rate, are standing up to the collar, 
whereas Queensland is not. 'Those States are 
recognising their obligations and are. trying 

[Mr. R. M. King. 

to get back to normal conditions as soon as 
possible. 'They think that the sooner they 
take their medicine and become convalescent 
the sooner will thev renew their health. 
Queensland is not "prepared to take its 
medicine, judging by the action of the Go­
''ernment. \Ve were previously taking our 
medicin" pretty strenuously and feeling 
pretty sick, but it wa;; doing us good. \Ve 
,, ore getting son1L''\vlwre until a new IYledieal 
man w.ts called in and altered the prescrip. 
tion. \Ye are now going back to the bad 
condition in which our first medical adviser 
found us. 'The people will be more sick 
than they ever were, thanks to the policy of 
the present Government. 

I am sure that the work which has been 
canied out by the other States in recog­
nising their obligation to carry out the Pre­
Iniers' Plan is comrnencing to show gooJ. 
results. Let us compare Queensland with 
some of the other States. Victoria's deficits 
in thrN~ year~ haYO been or are estin1ated 
to be-

1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 

£ 
1,608,322 

841,501 
700,000 

Unemployment relief taxation in that State 
was reduced 10 per cent. in 1932-33, and 
further reduced 5 per cent. in 1933-34. le 
will thus be seen that that State is reducing 
its taxation and its deficit, whereas we are 
increasing ouro. 'The registered unemployed 
figures for \Tictoria are-

July, 1932 63,222 
September, 1933 37,762 

For the vc-ar there wail a reduction of 
25.460. Queensland cannot point to such a 
satisfactorv state of affairs. 'The Victorian 
people -..ve~re true to their trust and recog­
nised the obligations imposed upon them by 
the Prcruiers' Plan. They are already conl­
mencing to reap the benefit of bending thei~ 
backs to the task. Another illustration of 
their n1<:trch of progress is in the ntnnbers 
receiving sustenance-

July. 1932 
Scpt<'mber, 1933 

~7,098 

28.112 

The e::::timatcd rPccipt" frmn unen1nloYn1ent 
taxation for 1933-34 is £1.805,322, ~d1i.ch on 
a population basis is half the QuePnsland 
a1nouut. The raihnn- deficit in \~ictoria for 
1932-33 was £744.00·0. but for 1934 it is 
C'timatcd at £,;44.000. That is an improYc­
ment of £~00.000. ·and signifie .. an increasing 
prosperity resulting from tlw fulfilment of 
the obligations impcsrd npon them by the 
Prenli~C:rs· Plan. 

South Atl'tralia is well known to haYe 
l1een the mmt backward State in the whole 
of A1. ·tralia from a financial point of view. 
L<'t us look at its record. Its deficits in 
three ye ,_rs have hecn or are .estinutted to 
be-

1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-3:, 

£ 
1,063,360 
1,008,898 

932,986 

Relief in taxation has been gi.-en in that 
Stdc bv the reduction of the super tax on 
companies from 25 pcl' cent. to 10 per cent., 
and fanners and pastoralists have had the 
right given to them to deduct losses for 
1931·32 in arriving at assessable incomes for 
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1932-33. The number of persons on relief 
were--
--------·----

I 
Persons 

1 

\Y eekly 
on relief. cost. 

I ' 

9th September, 1931 
19th September, 1932 
19th September, 1933 

74,065 
47,337 
46,244 

' £17,003 
I £11,302 
I £9,962 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND IND1:3TRY : 
You forget to tell us how much they got 
from the Commonwealth .. You should g·ive 
us both sides of the case. 

Mr. R. M. KI"'G: We know all that. 
The Moore Government were so concerned 
about preserving the rights of the people 
and followmg strictly economic lines, saving 
money w_here they could, governing honestly 
and straightforwardly, that they were able 

Surplus .. 
Deficit (Estimated) 
Taxation Relief-

Property 
Income Tax 
Land Tax 
Sales Tax 

Taxation Relief­
Income Tax 
J,and Tax .. 
Customs and Excise 
Sales Tax , . . . 
Entertainment Tax (abolished) 

The Budget also disclr '8S these conce-,sions­

£ 
Annual Value of Partial Restoration of 

Salaries and ·wages of Government 
Employees 

Assistance to Exporting Fruitgrowers .. 
Tobacco-Investigation and Instruction 
Increase in Old-age and Im-alid Pensions 
Increase in Soldiers' Pensions 
Increased Contributions to Public Service 

Superannuation :Fund 

550,000 

25,000 
20,000 

635,000 
248,000 

80,000 

Total £1,658,000 

ThP L::ons Govcn1n1C'nt v,·cre subjected to 
\~-='ry ~c,;cre criticisn1 for their action in reduc­
iu;- old-age and invalid pensions, and it is 
well to rememlJer that that Government now 
propose to increase the pensions bv 2s. 6d. 
per week, up to a maximum of 17,: 6d. per 
week. 

='.11". G. C. TAYLOR: Thev took a•:;av the 
whole apple and are no1Y h;mding back" half. 

2\h_ R :\I. KIXG: They did not take away 
the whole apple. The Scullin Government 
reduced old-age and invalid pensions by 
2s. 6d. P"'r week. The Commonwealth Go­
vernment propose to increase the pensions 
paid to inmates of imtitutions from 3s. 9cl. 
per week to 5s. per week, and to increase 
the maintenance pa:·ments to institutions and 
hospitals from 1h. 3d_ to 12s. 6cl. per week. 
Provision is also n1ade for increased pen~ions 
in accordance with the cost of living. It is 
well that I should supply this information 
because hon. member, opposite are signifi­
cantly silent on the point. 

Let me carry the story of progress in other 
parts of Australia just one etep further by 

to make a good deal of progress, whilst 
the other States slipped. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAKDS : Thanks 
to fourteen years of Labour Government. 

~.lr. R. :u. KI::\G : It is a wonder that 
Queemland ever snn-ived after fourteen years 
of L'.bour GoYernment. :\"ot one word is 
said b:-- hon. memben opposite about the 
Co1n1nonwealth Budget and no praiBc is 
extended bv them to the Commonwealth 
Gon~nunent~ for their satisfactory progress. 
l always give credit where credit is due, 
a ne] I have always given eredit to a Labour 
Go,-ernment where credit was merited, but 
not one hon. member opposite has admitted 
that good progr0ss has been made by the 
Commonwealth Government. It is well that 
I should submit these figures showing the 
favourable result of the Commonwealth 
Government as disclosed m their last 
Budget-

1931-32. 1932-33. 1933-34. 

~----- ------ !-----

} 

£ 
1,311,091 

£ 
3,546,608 

1,700,000 

£ 

1,700,000 

2,620,000 
400,000 

1,760,000 
2,570,000 

140,000 

1 derring to the re,•or,d of the present ~ew 
1'-outh ·wales Gowrnm<mt. The deficit has 
; een n•duced from £14,227,84[ in 1931-32, 
L:te last year of the Lung Government, to an 
Pstimatecl deficit of £3,601,021 in 1933-34, 
~ncl expenditure from rcv0nu<.' has been 
rcduc: d Lv nearlv £11.000.000. The number 
of lTgistei·ed un0mployed ·has been reduced 
f!"1m 200.000 to 115,000, or a drop of 42~ per 
tC'nt. Taxation and other concc"';:,ions to the 
]Jnblic total an annual value of over 
£6,CJO,OOO. Tho~0 figure.-; shovv that a 
oiffNPCt stuto of affairs exists in other parts 
of the Commonwealth, and t!Jc1t depressed 
(Onditions arc not so general as th('y are in 
()uL~cns1and. ..._\_nybody expressing an ilnpar­
h•i opinion will unhesitatingly assert that 
these GoYernrnents are n111eh n1ore prosper­
<JUS than we are in Queensland, and that 
::-o1ne hope is held (ut in those States for a 
return to greater prosperity. 'Cnfortunately 
our Bltd.?t)t does not giYe us ar:y hope what­
soeycr. It is yery unsatisfactory, especially 
when \Ye know that just prior to the crisis 
tl'acle returns disclosed that QuEensland was 
in the best position of all the :<talcs. Now 
l.e ar<l practically the worst off of any 
'.:tate_ and arc likelv to remain so. To me 
J' appears that the- Government have made 
ap their n1inds to "go the \vhole hog", as 
llwir prcdeceesors did in 1929, spending loan 
money to the fullest extent ano getting all 
1noney possible fro1n revenue sources and 
• . .'Ypcnding the1n also. 

:V1r. P. K. CoPLEY: Don't forget that we 
ldt vou £5,000,000 in the Treasurv when 
vou took office in 1929. " 

l\Ir. R. M. KIXG: I know exactly what 
.\motmt of loan money was left, and I know 

Mr. R. JI. King.] 
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! hat it was expended on useful purposes. 
Probably the present Government will follow 
•.he course of the McCormack Government 
1n 1929 and leave an unholy mess for their 
;.uccessors to clean up. 'l'he McCormack 
Goyernrmmt indulged in an orgy of financial 
extravagance and thereby creatt>d a fictitious 
;n·ospcrity. Then came the crash ! Loan 
mdebtedness and taxation atta:ned stupen­
llC us proportions. The unfortm,ate Govern­
•·>ent who followed had tho duty of cleaning 
·up the me'" and of doing mo~t unpopular 
.<nd unpleasant things in the process. So 
cl1cy were put out of office. It is very easy 
for a Government to give concessions when 
rhcy have the money, but it is a very diffi­
cult thing to bring back prosperity after 
" good deal of damage has been done. 

The Budget cannot possibly inspire con­
fidence, because it absolutely .nullifies a 
rPvival of industry, and consequently indus­
trial stagnation will continue. Experience 
;hould . teach us that a prosperity created 
I ;Y. md1scrunmate borrowing is purely arti­
hcia] and cannot be maintained. Such a 
policy creates false standards which must 
lJe scrapped in times of crisis such as arose 
in 1929 It Js impossible for trading con­
cerns to develop mdustrv while they are 
hampered by excessive "taxation. because 
monev which should be legitimately used 
in th"e development of industrv is diverted 
to pay taxation. • 

The Tre':surer, in the r urse of his policy 
speech deln·ered as Leader of the Opposi­
hon at ::Yiackay on 28th April. 1932, said-

" Relief from the burden of taxation 
can be looked for in the direction of a 
policy ,vhich is conduciYe to increasing 
('mployment, resulting in urcater indu~­
trial activities generally." b 

One would naturally C0'11e to the conclusion 
after reading that~ statement that taxation 
would be considerably lessened after the 
present Gov0rnnwnt ,,TCrc returned to office. 
~o such relief has been afforded. In fact. 
taxation has been increased tremendouslv, 
and the revenue augmented. Increased 
taxation resulted in additional revenue as 
follows:-

Income Tax (rates increased by 25%) 
Super Land Tax (reimposed) 
Increased Railway charges .. 
Transfer from llfain Roads Trust 

Fund 

£ 
311,812 
121,759 
325,000 
250,000 

Total .. £1,008,571 

On these figures alone the deficit for 1932-33 
wou1d have been considerablv greater than 
the deficit fo1· 1931-32-proba.bh· to the 
extent of £500,000. The taxation is not 
confined to that; because the urJemployment 
rchef taxation was mcrcased as fo:lows :-

Income. 

£299 to £499 per annum .. 
£500 and upwards 

Increased 
rate per£. 

1 
od. to 9d. 
6d. to 1s. 

The receipts from the unemployment relief 
tax mcreased from £1 089.645 m 1931-32 to 
£1.806.010 m 1932-33, or an increase of 
£716,365. 

In addition increased taxation was 
brought about through increased fees in 

[i1ir. R. M. King. 

connection with the Supreme and Magis­
trates Courts, the Justices Acts, the Real 
Property Acts, etc. Further, fees have to 
be .paid in eo 1tJCction with stallions, bulls, 
pigs, and power alcohol. Is there anything 
ldt to tax? 

The Treasurer has stated that he regretted 
tlmt dire ncce,sity compelled him to increase 
taxation and that £270,000 needed to bridge 
the g-ap could not be obbincd by economics. 
I cay unhesitatingly that the Treasurer 
created the dire neccso<itv himself bv rein­
stating railway strikers a"t a cost of £50,000 
rcr annum, providing full holidays to part­
time employees at a cost of £30.01Xl, and 
iPtroducing the 44-hour week at a cost of 
£200,000 per annum. It is easy under such 
circun1stam-~cs to create the "dire necessity." 
There was no necessity to do it., but the 
hon. gentleman had to do it because it was 
part of the policy of the Labour Party. It 
is one of those political bribee that are held 
cut at election time to secure votes. On 
this particular occasion they wNe successfuL 
lt is a wonder to me that hon. mcmberg 
oppo~ite w0re not more successful in yie1v 
of the extremelv difficult times through 
"-hich we are passing and the extraordinary 
promises which they made. It is a wonder 
to me that under those circumstancco tho 
( •pposition were not com.plctely annihilated. 
lr is a tribute to their common sense that all 
!he electors were not gulled by these fatuous 
prt n1ises and gras.;;; misrepresPntation. 

It is difficult to r' conci:o th,, snlvequent 
action:3 of the Trca~urer with the fnllowillg 
s1 atement in his policy "'peech: ---

"A special Queensland rcYiYal loan of 
£2.500.000 from Queensland citizens "·ill 
be' inYited. In !his manner ail Quec'HS­
la nd ers will be asked to dNnonstrate 
their desire to lwlp in the national work 
of rehabilitotioll and will be asked to­
beeotue nartners in the onvYard drive to 
bdtt'r ti'rnes." 

\Yhat a farce ! And how foolish the poor, 
deluded electors must feel in the face of the 
unfulfilment of the promise that secured 
such a big backing from them ! Inst<:>ad of 
becoming partners in an onward drive to· 
better times thev find they are partners in 
a back.,·ard rno-l·ement to ruination with a 
big burden of taxation which thev are called 
upon to shoulder through the bungling of 
the manager of the partnership. It is a very 
expensiYe partnership into which an ordinary 
person would not venture. The present 
economic situation demands exercise of pru­
dent and careful management; instead of 
adding to tho burdens of the taxpayer the 
GoYernment should practic,e economics. But 
Labour will neYer follow the unpopular path. 
All its actions are directed to buying vote& 
rather than attempting to improve the posi­
tion, no matter what the consequences. The 
Moore Government, in an honest attempt to­
right the ship of State reduced expenditure 
in the GoYernment service. It was unpopu­
lar, but the Government faced their duty 
with a full knowledge of the consequences. 

As compared with 30th June, 1932, the 
increase in the number of Government 
employees as at 30th June, 1933, was as 
follows:-

Paid from Revenue, Increase was 370 
Paid from Trust, Increase was 318 
Paid from Loan, Increase was 457 

Total 1,145. 
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Number of Government 
ees (all Funds)-

30th June, 1930 
30th J uno, 1932 
30th June, 1933 

Employ-

36,743 
28.973 
30,118 

-7,770 
+1,145 

These increases occurred notwithstanding the 
fact that the State sawmills and timber 
yards had been disposed of. Economies 
effected in 1931-32 reflected a large reduction 
in expenditure during the first quarter of 
1932-33. Unfortunately, the'e reductions 
were not maintained. The following is a 
comparison of expenditure for each quarter 
of 1932-33 with the corresponding quarter of 
1931-32:-

First Quarter, decrease 
Second Quarter, decrease ... 
Third Quarter, increase 
Fourth Quarter, increase 

:£ 
117,528 

23,617 
13,372 
9,568 

Year, net decrease ... :£118,205 

So Queensland went back to the old extra­
vagant system of needlessly spending monly 
and finding jobs for the friends of the 
Government in the public service. ·what a 
wonderful solicitude this Government have 
for the public servants ! I do not wonder 
at it, because they get good support from the 
public senice. The Treasurer, in reply to a 
question asked by the Leader of the Oppo­
sition a couple of days ago, stated-

" In existing financial circun1stanccsJ 
however. the Governrncnt was not able 
to provide suflicient funds to permit of 
the paymeut of all incr<:'ase< withheld. 
Provision has: hCl\Y8YCr, been 1nade for 
a partial reswration of the automatic 
increases, and in the allotment of these 
increascf' consideration has been extended 
to thos-e officers '" ho hcn·c suffered most." 

R0plying tu a furtht>r qur o;tion as to \Yhat 
the v~~t of these iiicrcases wculd be, the 
Treasurer replied~ 

"Approximately :£60.000, exdusi,·e of 
incr lses bringing juniors up to the basic 
wage.'' 

In boom years Labour took advantage of 
proYisions of the Industrial Arbitration Act 
to exclude certain Government employees 
from the jurisdiction of the Arbitration 
Court, namely-

1. 1917 to 1920-0fficers receiving £300 
per annum and m·er; 1921 to 1924-0ffi. 
cers receiving £300 per annum and over. 
. Embargo was lifted just prior to elec­
tion in October, 1930, but was reimposed 
four months later. 

2. Automatic increases prescribed in 
awards and agreements were limited to 
certain salaries in various years. 1915-
1917-0nly to salaries not exceeding 
:£200; 1917 -1918-0nly to salaries not 
exceeding £300; 1918-19-0nlv to salaries 
not exceeding £500; 1919-20-0nlv to 
salaries not .exceeding :£600; 192l-22-
0nly to salaries not exceeding £500. All 
·increases \Yere paid in elections year, 
1920-21. 

'I'hP CHAIR:VIAX : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. FOLEY (Tormanby) [3.19 p.m.]: After 
carefully listening to the speeche' made by 
hon. members opposite I have attempted to 
analyse the attitude of the Opposition in the 
light of their statements, and find it rather 
difficult to arrive at a conclusion. Apparently 
it consists of a condemnation of increased 
taxation and increased loan expenditure by 
the Gm·ernment. On the other hand, how­
ever, they condemn the Government for not 
obtainiug further loan moneys to enable them 
to absorb the unemployed in full-time work. 
Xo one on this side of the House contends 
that taxation is low in Queensland. \Ve know 
it is high. \Ve also realise that our loan 
expenditure is high as compared with that 
of the previous Administration. How could 
it be other\viso in view of the circumstances 
in which we are placed? How is it possible 
to a void high taxation and large expenditure 
when the whole of the population is looking 
to the Government to carry on essential 
services? What alternative is there for the 
Government than to increase taxation and 
borrow money when the public insist that 
the Government shall provide for the unem­
ployed of the State-as do also members of 
the Opposition? We are doing that and 
not apologising forj it. I, at least. do· not 
apologise for high taxation or for the lugh 
loan expenditure. 

Do hon. members opposite want the Govern­
meut to reduce and deflate or do thev want 
tL.,m to do the things they ha vo suggested 
during this discussion ' There is only one 
wav in which employment can be increased 
under existing conditions in this State, for 
private eutorprisc has broken down and ca':­
not employ its man power. That way rs 
to rai3e loan 1none-rs. The G overnn1cnt are 
doing that as far· as the finances of the 
State \vill allow them. \Vhv do the Oppo· 
sitioa not ·av candidlv what they want? 
If nccessarv inoncv cai1 be raised on loan, 
which wouid result in further taxation to 
meet interest and redemption. 'l'he Opposi­
tion cannot have it both ways. 

The,- cannot expect the unemployed to be 
absorbed into useful emnlovment under a 
policy of deflation. with. r~duced taxation 
fllHl clin1ini~herl borrowing. Queensland 'yas 
'llbjcct for three :·cars to that policy wh1lst 
theY \Y0re in powrr. with disastrous results 
to the businc~s people and the workers gcner­
alh-. The political party tl':tt sponsored that 
police.- '··ere cast iHto political obln·wn. but 
a f('w rcuw.incd to can·\ on. 

Hon. members opposite should sa:: . j~1st 
exact] v "·hat thev want. The Opposrtwn 
have ;,dopted hypocritical tactics ?uri;rg this 
debate and haYe suggested certa1n lines of 
policv onlv by innuendoes and insinuations . 
Thcv· ha ni~ not the courage t~> state definitely 
just c what the:· expect the Government to do. 
Thev have argued both ways. but they 
cam!ot have it both wavs. If they approve 
of a policy of deflation; with. reduced taxa­
tion and decreased borr<'wmg, then the 
unemployed cannot be absorbed in. indust:'Y 
as thcv suggest. If thf'y were snwere 111. 

their advocacy of a policy to ab.sorb the 
nnemployed, then taxation would be ~ncreased 
to meet the added charge upon mcreased 
loan expenditure. \Vhaf other method is 
available? 

Mr. KEXNY: Spend the money allocated 
hy Parliament this 0·car. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: The money appropriated 
bv Parliament this vear will be spent this 
year. The Trea::-ur€-r has dra\Yn attention 

Mr. Fol&,y.] 
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to the fact that it ig difficult for the State 
to finance its operations because of the 
inroads of the Commonwealth Government 
into the field of taxation in this State. He 
has pointed out-

.. The gross Cmtoms revenue collected 
by thc- Commonwealth Government dur­
ing 1932-33 exceeded by £2.554,998 the 
n;vcnue fr?,rn th1s source for the prc­
Ylous year. 

He has abo pointed out that the Common­
v.ealth Governrnent's taxation collections in 
Queensland from all sources approximate or 
exceed those of the State Government. 

]'.Ir. ::'\1oORE : What do they give back? 
\Vhat about the old-age pensions and sol­
diers' vensions 't 

Mr. FOLEY: They are giving back some 
but they are extracting this. enormous a;nount 
of income. from the workmg populatiOn of 
this and other States so as to return It to 
the higher income earners. That is in<_licated 
bv the recent Federal Budget. The mcome 
taxation relief provided by the Federal 
Gov0rnment works out at 2~d. a week on a 
taxable income of £200, 6~d. a week on a 
taxable income of £400, but on a taxable 
income of £10 000 it reaches £6 8s. 6d. per 
week. Th03e' figures will give some idea 
of how money is being extracted. from one 
section of the people to be pa~d . to the 
hiiTher income earners. And this IS done 
or; th2 plea that it will encourage the 
development and expansion of industry! \Ve 
know how industrv has expanded through­
out the Commonwealth during the past few 
vea". \Ye recall that the last Commonwealth 
i'oan was OYcrsubscribed in a few hours, 
bccaus• no more attractiv<> avenues of im-est­
ment were available to those who had accu­
mulated savings to invest. 

At 3.30 p.rn., 
l\Ir. RcssELL (Hamilton), one of the panel 

of Temporarv Chairmen, relieved the Chan­
man in the- ~hair. 

Mr. FOLEY: If relief from taxation 
would bring about the development and ex­
pansion of industry, why did capital not 
invest for this purpose the £15,000.000 that 
was subscribed to the Commonwealth loan' 
The claim by most sp<cakers that we should 
rpduce taxation doeJ not appear to me to 
be sound nor is that course practicable at 
the pres~nt time, especially in view of the 
financial position of the State as pOinted out 
bv the Treasurer in his Financial State­
n;enL If there is to be any reduction in 
wxation, such reduction . in the first place 
should be brought about m the amount now 
be in" levied on the workers, loth outside 
and "inside the public service. J:Ion. rncm~ 
hers complain about high taxatwn, but 1f 
thev carried the burden of taxatwn now 
imposed on the great mass of the . workers, 
including public servants who can dl afford 
to pa:- it, the7 would h!Lve some reason 
to squeal. I propose to give hon. m~mbers 
an idc a what the workers are contn outing 
towards the rehabilitation of Queensland. 
Tlwv are subscribing an enormous quota of 
thei~ earnings to avoid bankruptcy, and to 
light<>n the burden on that section of the 
<>ommunit:v "-hich should rightly bear tbe 
whole burden-that is, the owners of wealth. 
Owners of wealth-producing agencies should 
justify their right to a position in society 
hr pro,-iding work for our people by keep­
iEg the wheels of industry going. As they 
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have not done so, I say that private enter­
prise has broken down. 

From the time that the unemployment 
relief tax was first imposed on 1st August, 
1930. to 30th June, 1931, worket·s outside 
of the public service paid in this form of 
taxation £324,644, while the employees of 
the Crown, including railway employee~, 
contributed £89,392, or a total of £414,03o 
In 1931-32 employees engaged in private 
industries contributed unemployment rehef 
btx amounting to £542,700, and Crown em­
ployees £145,940. In 1932-33 employees m 
private industry contributed £872,840 m 
relief tax, and Crown employees £232,000. 
During the whole period that this tax has 
been operating the workers have contn­
buted £2,208,116 in order to prevent bank­
ruptcy on the part of the State. That is a 
fact w-hich speaks for itself. 

I now propose to dPal with another sacri­
fice of the workers employed by the Govern­
ment. The salarv reductions are a direct tax 
upon the workers'. A p0rusal of the figur~s 
show that in the year 1930-31 employees 111 

the Railwav Department paid out of revenue 
account receil·ed £257,104 less than in the 
previous year as a rcsul t of the operation·' 
of the percentage reduction. The amount 
under the heading of loan was £13.923. 
In 1931-32 a direct saving was effected from 
both these sources of £490,381, while in 
1932-33 the amount increased to £491.000. 
From the employees of the Railway -De­
partment, who are now earning barely suffi­
cient to purchase food and clothing and 
provide shelter for their wives and children, 
salarv reductions and rationing schemes. 
have· taken no less a sum than £1.252,516. 
That. in my opinion, should be more cor­
rcctlv borne by the wealth-owning section of 
the community, not by the workers of the 
State. 

Coming now to " consideration of the 
public servtcc. wi' fiad from the latest 
report of the Public Sen-icc Commissioner 
that for the financial vear 1932-33 an 
aYere ze reduction of 19.7 per cent. was mado 
from -the salaries {'f puhlic servants. the· 
n•duction totalling £973.371. That amount 
multiplied b0- three shows that approxi­
mate!>- £3.000.000 has been dircrth- contn­
butcc!' by the public senants of this Stato 
in the last three vears towards the rehabi:ta­
tion of Queenslall'd. Stated in another way: 
the percentage wage and salary reductions 
imposed under the Premiers' Plan and 
ratified originally b.l' the :\loore Goycrnment 
ha\'e saYee! the taxpaver,. of the State the 
a:nount I haYC' menti8fled. Aggregating the 
figures. one finds there has l:een an enor­
mous contribution from a section of the 
community. tho majority of whom prcviousl:.­
clid not pa'' taxation. \Yhat we are really 
doing to ti1c average ba~ic wage-earner is 
to reduce his wages to the extent that we 
impose unemployment relief tax and per­
CC'ntage reductions. In that way we are 
rdi0ving the wealthy sections of the com­
munitv from making the sacrifice that they 
should make towards the rehabilitation of 
the countrv. for they ha\'c the greatest stake 
in the co{mtn- a1d have the ~most to lose 
in the event of a smash. If any reduction 
0f taxation is to take place I will certainly 
phunp for reducing the burden on the· 
shoulders of the poorer section of the com­
nlunit~ before anv redurtion is given to 
tLat section of whose welfare the Opposition 
ha ye been so solicitous throughout this 
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debate. 'The present Government succeeded 
tc a financial position that it was impossible 
to correct immediately without creating con­
fusion and chaos. 

'I'he accumulated deficit left by the Moore 
Government makes it difficult to carry on, 
let alone to reduce the burden of taxation. 
Notwithstanding the difficulties, the G-overn­
ment are endeavouring to bridge the gap by 
providing employment to as great an extent 
as the finances will permit. The loan .pro­
gramme of £3,300,000 mentione-d in the 
Financial Statement is a considerable im­
provement on that of the previous Adminis­
tration. I want to emphasise that the best 
we can do is merely t() bridge the gap. 
'vVe are providing a measure of employment 
that barely provides a living for those who 
have been unfortunateiv thrown out of 
ordinary employment hy 'the breakdown of 
private enterprise. Even to the extent that 
we provide that measure of relief we are 
roundly condemned by the Opposition, who 
m one breath condemn us for relieving the 
unemployed position and in the next breath 
complain that we do not absorb the unem­
ployed. 

Great Britain and the lTnited States of 
America have found tha.t deflationary 
methods are not successful, and they have 
been compelled to adopt other methods. 
The Right Hon. Waiter Runciman and the 
Right Hon. Ramsay Macdonald recently 
stated that they are carrying out-and intend 
to continue to carry out-a tremendous 
public works programme in England; and 
America is working along the same lines. 
America, quite apart from the enormous 
loan and public works programme, running 
into thousands of millions of dollars per 
annum, is going one further. Men there 
are advocating an increase in wages of 
employees, the shortening of hours so that 
a greater number of workers can be employed 
in industry, and also-what is anathema to 
hon. men1bers opposite-the right of the 
workers to organise themselves in industrial 
unions. 

The hon. member for Hamilton remarked 
that one way out of the difficultv for Aus· 
tralia would be tD bring down· wages-to 
maintain the "open shop," as it were-of 
Dur youthful employees. If that argument 
is sound in the case of the youth leaving 
school and starting to learn work in indus-
try, it should apply also other workers. 
It appears to me to unsound 
method view of finan-
cial which 1923. 
The average wages of the worker 
were the highest of anv in the 
civilised countries of the President 
Rooscvclt-who is by no means a Socialist 
or Labourite-backed by his and bv 
Congress, is advocating • 
top of what are alreadv 
in the civilised world. He 
shorter hours. 

Mr. KENNY: That does not prove he is 
right. 

Mr. FOLEY: If the hon. member would 
use a little more reasoning in these matters 
he would come to the conclusion that that 
is the only m<;th?d that is left to the capi­
talistic world Jf rt is to get out of the mess 
it is in at the present time. The Americans 
who are keen judges of what is best fo;, 
industry, realise that the only way to 
rehabilitate industry in that country is to 

bridge the gap between the consumption 
and production of goods. If there is a Jag 
in consumption through low wages and 
diminished purchasing power chaos in indus­
try naturally follows. The object in America 
therefore, is to raise wages and bridge th~ 
gap so that the capacity to consume can be 
kept on a level with the capacity to produce. 

Mr. SrzER: That will not solve the 
problem. 

Mr .. FOLEY: I am not arguing that it 
will solve the problem, but at least the 
Americans are taking a step that appears to 
all political students in the world to be the 
Dnly logical step that can be taken by any 
capitalist cDuntry towards rehabilitation of 
industry. The opinion of the noted Social­
ist, Upton Sinclair, appeared in an article 
in the Brisbane " Standard " recently. He 
is recognit>ed in America as one of the fore­
most economists and literary men of the 
day, and his opinions on matters of this 
kind are considered worth while. He says-

" Mr. Roosevelt has made large public 
promises and simply dares not delay 
for ever to keep them • He is going to 
be President for four years, if he lives 
-and I do not believe our old system 
can last that long, except with the help 
of a wmld war. Sooner or later he is 
going to be driven to start the new 
system, and I ask why not sooner? 
If he does it he will be President for 
eight years and the most loved man in 
American history." 

The article infers that although they may 
bring about som,e improvement they cannot 
brmg about the Improvement that is desired. 
Sinclair argues that Roosevelt will eventually 
be forced to " go the whole hog " and take 
control of industry in the United States of 
America and so organise and plan it as to 
provide work and income for the bulk 
of the citizens in that country. Further on 
he points out that the most difficult task 
in arriving at that point is not so much 
taking over industry but breaking with 
tradition-which takes courage. On that I 
agree with him. . 

The lTnited States of America is one of the 
most highly developed industrial countries 
in the .world. There the existing high wages 
are bemg increased, but in Australia men like 
hurL members op1~osite are advocating that we 
do JUst the opposrte. As a matter of fact the 
qpposition when in power did just the o'ppo­
srte, but under the Labour' Government 
Queensland has an established and sys­
tematised order of giving a fair deal to 
every worker. During the regime Df the 
Moore Government, when the hon. member 
for Sandgate was in charge of the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industry, a Bill was 
mtroduced that put into the discard an arbi­
tra.tion law affecting thousands of workers. 
What was the result of that procedure? 
Wages fell from £3 10s. to 25s. or 15s. a 
week in many cases. A similar attitude was 
adopted in regard to timber workers who 
instead of getting £17 a 100 for sleeper~ 
supplied to the Railway Department received 
a miserable £11 10s. a sum which insured a 
living and DD more.' 

Mr. MAXWELL: You promised award rates 
and the workers are not g·etting them. ' 

Mr. F'OLEY: They are getting them. 
Under the Moore Administration we had the 

JJ1r. B1oley.] 
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relief workers throughout the State receiv­
ing "Si:~:er's slave rates," bu_t they _are now 
getting award rates. (Oppos1t10n d1ssent.) 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRi\'IAN : Order ! 

Mr. FOLEY: As compared with. the year 
1931-32, our programme of works 1s f':'sou~­
able. During our 'first year _of ollic: ~t 
amounted to £4,610,200, and th1s year 1t IS 
£3,300,000. This will provide at least some 
measure of assistance to those who find 
themselves on the labour scrapheap. Durmg 
this and other debates hon. members_ oppo­
site have insisted that an obhgatwn IS cast 
upon the Government to find emplo:yment for 
all workers who are thrown on the mdustnal 
scrapheap by private _ enterprise. That 
reminds me of an artwle that I recently 
read in a little magazine called ".Australia~' 
published by the Rev. Father _M1lls,_ who 1s 
a verv definite opponent of soc1ahsatwn. I_n 
that article he points out that if the pubhc 
insist that the Government shall find employ­
ment for every citizen, and d~ all the thmgs 
that the public de:nand, sooahsatwn must 
come. If we can Judge by thou expressed 
opinions hon. members oppos1te are strong 
opponents of the system of socialisati~n, but 
during this debate they have con~u:ual!y 
urged the Government to greater actrVJty m 
providing work for the unemployed. . They 
cannot have it both ways. If they are smcere 
in their ·desire, then they should. ass 1st the 
Government to carry the pohcy mto effect. 
I am right behind any move to provide full­
time employment for every unemployed 
person. Work is the moral right of every 
member of the community; but it is impos­
sible under our present Constitution for any 
Government whether it be Labour, social­
istic or co,;,munistic, to provide work for 
all ~f the uneml?loyed. If the . Opposition 
a.re sincere in theu des1re to prov1de employ· 
ment for all of the unemployed, then they 
should be prepared to assist the Go;cernrmmt 
by granting them the same diCta tonal 
powers as have been granted to President 
Roosevelt of the United States of America. 
They should be prepared to the Go-
vernment power to plan and 1ndustry 
so that everv member of commumty 
will enjoy what is his moral right. They 
should be prepared to clothe the Governme'!t 
with greater power by g_n·mg them econ~:mnc 
control of industry m th1s State. (Oppos1bon 
interruption.) - Hon. membi"rs opposite do 

like the cane. (Oppos1t10n laughter.) 
they have only been beating the 

camouflaging the position during 
Not one is sincere in the sug-
it is necessary bring about 
and the rest the Common-

admirable state affairs under 
and income will be avail­

to every member of the community. 

At 4 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Mr. FOLEY: It is no use thinking we 
can achieve the desired , end by reducing 
taxation or by reducing loan •expenditure. 
We mu;t go further than th~t if we. are to 
attain that ideal state of soCJety whiCh will 
give employment to everybody. If hon. 
members opposite are sincere they should not 
criticise and belittle the Government, but 
should offer to stand behind them and assist 
to give full powers to the Governmen! so to 
organise industry that ~very ':'an m the 
community can be prov1ded w1th employ­
ment. All over the world economists and 
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other students are suggesting other methods. 
They have suggested the raising of price 
levels the stabilisation of international cur­
renci~s. They are clutching at straws in an 
endeavour to uphold the capitalistic system 
as long as possible, while the great ma~ses 
in the community rot in misery and pnva­
tion. Their methods are but high-sounding 
terms. 

The stabilisation of currencies, for instance, 
is practically an impossibility. The. f?unda­
tion of the monetary system makes 1t Impos­
sible to bring about a stabilisation of cur­
rencies and a stabilisation of prices. Many 
hon. members do not realise what the basis 
of the monetary system is and how it 
operates. The system operating in the world 
to-day permits one specific commodity to be 
used as a measure of value for all other 
commodities, yet individuals will argue that 
prosperity wili be brought about by increas­
ing price levels, forgetting that the units of 
the whole capitalistic world are competing 
with one another on the world's markets in 
an effort to reduce those price levels. The 
only effect that an attempt to bring about 
prosperity by increasing price levels will 
have is that the debtor section of the com­
munity will obtain some advantage, enabling 
them to pay their debts at the ·expense of 
the creditor section. We have the press 
preaching the doctrine of confidence, and 
on the other hand we have others advocating 
that the investing section of the community 
should be robbed by tinkering with price 
levels and prices generally. I refer to these 
matters in passing because there is no short 
cut to the rehabilitation of industry under a 
capitalistic society. Bernard Shaw, in the 
course of a recent address in America, gave 
expression to the same thought. He told 
his audience that they were now on the 
brink of a precipice and had reached a 
point that other social systems had reached 
without toppling over. That is what is 
really happening. A system of society has 
grown up over a number of years based on 
the expropriation of wealth produced by 
the working class. This has led to one sec­
tion and controlling the wealth­

agencies and accumulating the 
and above the amount upon 

working class has subsisted. The 
of science and invention to 

has evolved 
devices. Surplus wealth has 

without any concern or consideration 
of ability of the markets to absorb the 
enormous supplies of commercial products 
that reinvestment has helped to turn out. 

has been a 
the ·vrorld a 

as economw nationalisrn 
operates in almost every country. As tiro 
result we have reached a point in world 
affairs where the productive wealth of the 
world cannot be converted into cash, and 
as a consequence a deadlock has resulted. 
Only one remedy is possible. The enormous 
accumulation of stocks of commodities must 
be absorbed before an upward trend in pro­
duction can be registered. These stocks can 
only be absorbed by increasing the purchas­
ing power of the world generally. That 
invoh-es not less money, but more money for 
the workers so that they may keep pace with 
the enormous productivity of the world. 
Unless some action is taken the present sys­
tem will be replaced by another. Just so 
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Btue!Y as the oun will rise to-morrow, will 
the !)resent sv"-,tenl be in1proved npon, and 
just as older 'races have substituted superior 
for inferior forms of society, so will capital­
i;m be replaced by a system that is free from 
tlw mane· defects of the present system. 

::\fr. KE:\KY: It is just as \Yell you don't 
get support from your own party in that 
matter. 

1\lr. FOLEY: The GoYernment are just 
a.-: much a virtirn of capitalit3In as the 
capitalist is himself. The capitalist may 
accumulate tremendons wealth under the 
pn~sent econo1nic systen1, but iu a period 
of depression that "·ealth may be reduced 
quite suddenly to a negligible amount. 
\Vhile we as a Government are followmg- the 
orthodox lines laid down by our Constitution 
and endeaYouring to provide employment, 
we are restricted to the extent that these 
methods will allow us to go. \Ye collect 
reyenue to carrv on essential services. "-' e 
also JJroYide for the expenditure of loan 
funde on a public works policy for the 
State. EYen in norn1al times \Ye can do 
110 more than in abnonnal times, and very 
often we arc handicapped and can do still 
k's. I urge hon. member opposite to be 
sincere in their remarks. The:-' cannot have 
it both ways. For example, they cannot 
ha YE' low taxation and re~tricted loan 
rxtwnditure and at the same time expect the 
unemployed to be _absorbed. In due course 
tl1e GoYernnwnt will overcome many of the 
difficulties with which they are confronted. 
Thev have three years in which to carry 
out · tlwir programme. but even if they do 
not carrv it out in full they can truthfully 
sav to the people that they have done every­
th-ing possible in the circumstances. 

Mr. \YALKER (Cooroora) [4.12 p.m.]: 1 
rccoo-nise that the hon. member ,vho has 
ju:-3t ~ rc<.:u~1ed his. scat has. extrflnle viewfl.. 
I give hnn ned1t for bemg hone·.t and 
t=:lnrere in his opinions, but I cannot agree 
lhat he is practical. The hon. nw_mber 
referred to taxation and loan expcncbture. 
He could not haYe it both ways. Taxation 
has increased to such a degree that many 
business people are to-day almmt g~ing out 
of business-some of them have, m fact, 
gone out. If we keep on in this way it js 
~·Ily a question of time when :ve. shall be 
compelled to borrow money to hqmdate our 
debts; if we balance our affairs it must 
then be with bon·o,Yed money. 

The 1mblic debt has gone up by some­
thing like £2,619.0,] since the pre·cnt Go­
vt•rnnu'nt took office, and \YC haYc to pay 
intore·•t on that mone·:. Our interest burden 
will be very lwav·.- ~ntil we get a larger 
population in Que'enslancl. 

The hon member for Xormanby stated 
that private enterprise had broken down. 
It is quite easy to understand why. High 
taxation is responsible for n1any busincs~es 
breaking down. and the low prices of our 
products overseas is another severe handi­
cap. \Yhon you take the average price of 
hntter for the month of August into con­
sideration, you can understand how hare] It 

is for men to pay their way, let alone make 
a profit. 

One thing is responsible for our troubk 
to-day-that is. the increase in expenditure 
from consolidated reYcnue. The figures 

show that the increases m the years given 
were-

1924-25 
1925·26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 

£ 
1,464,956 
1,274,116 

336,550 
216,610 
194,581 

'C'nder the ::\lo01·e Government it decreased 
thus-

1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 

£ 
181,090 
806,359 
845,403 

In the first quarter of the financial year 
1932-33-after the Labour Government came 
into power-it decreased by £118,000, as a 
consequence of the many economies which 
the l\Joore Government had instituted. But 
there the decrease practically ceased, and 
for 1933-34 there is an estimated increase 
of £100,249. Those figures are a complete 
answer to the hon. member for Normanby. 
\Ye cannot get anywhere unless we econo­
mise. If we economise in the wav we should 
do, and as we are honourably bound to 
do by the Premiers' Conference, of which 
::\lr. Scullin was president, we should be able 
to get on a better footing. Mr. Scullir< 
agreed to all the economies, as did the 
::\1oore Government; vet we find hon. mem­
bers opposite talking ·about what advantages 
would have accrued to us if we had only 
continued Mr. Scullin's policy. 

Our public debt has been responsible for 
a large amount of interest. The present 
Government last vear had the benefit of a 
reduction of £200,000 in the interest bill, 
which meant that the exchange was also 
lower. Labour Governments in the past 
borrowed £4,000,000 or £5,000,000 a year, 
ancl spent it in boom times when really 
no money should have been borrowed. They 
obtained loans at 6 per cent. or 7 per cent. 
interest. \Ve will haYe to remedv that 
state of things ; otherwise we sh~ll get 
no\vhere. 

\V e n er>ll to economise. Economy does not 
rnean the lo\vering of wages, but a stoppage 
of the drift that has set in. \\~ e do not 
want. to see next year another 1,000 em· 
ployees added to ·the public service of 
Qucem;land, as has been the case during the 
Ia~t year. It is not JlriYate enterprise \Yhich 
has "one broke. as stated bv the hon. 
member for Xormanbv, because 'other States 
of Australia who ha~'e had the same Pre­
miers' Plan .to follow in the rehabilitation 
of their finances arc doing remarkably well. 
\Ye have not carried out the plan in Queens­
land, and are LOnsoquently making a very 
bad showing. The remedy is quite easy to 
:::':'c. \Ve can provide an enormous an1ount 
of work for onr people, for instance, in 
rc'afforestatJon schemes. vVe should deal 
with forestry in a scientific way, and pro­
ceed on the linos adopted in Denmark and 
other countries. 

1\c,,.,. Zealand con1panjes are carrving- out. 
big adYertising schen1e in re~ga1~d to 

~'eforestation and much of the money 
l!1Yestecl m them has come from Queensland. · 
A eimilar scheme could be established here. 
The opportunities are here, and there is 
nvthing to prevent us going for\vard and 

lvlr. Walker.] 
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making a success of the venture )JrOYided of 
course we adopt the same methods of cultJYa­
tlon as haYc been adopted there. To go on 
as we are doing in Queensland is n1erC'ly 
'-·asting public money, inMmuch as one 
bush fire mav burn out the whole of our 
efforts. I .-enture to say ''"e could pay 
the basic wage for that 'York. Tlwre is a 
world-wide demand for our soft \roods. and 
inside of fortv years we should be able to 
pay interest ~nd redemption on the "hole 
of the moncv required proYidf'd the labour 
gave us thO return \VC ha Ye a right to 
expect. 

Surelv it cannot bo said that we have 
stopped' producing in Queensland! W<' have 
any number of markets. \Ye knew that 
recently there \Yas a scare a.bout oYer-pro­
ducing. The same argument applied to 
sugar and many other products, but there 
are many people who can go out to-day and 
safely :produce a good deal more. :'\otico 
should not be taken of this scare, ''"hich is 
engineered by c·cmmercial people in order 
to benefit some other country. \Vc should 
go further into the question of markets, as 
the Commonwealth Government ha.-e done. 

One hon. member made the comment that 
the Commonwealth Government recei.-ed 
from Queensland taxpayers nearly as much 
taxation as the Queensland Government. 
They do not get more ; they get less as a 
matter of fact. But supposing they got an 
equal amount, is it not proper that they 
should do so ,vhcn they assist. us by paying 
pensions for invalids and aged perwns, and 
soldiers' pensions. The defence scheme also 
has to be provided for. The_,- are carrying 
out scientific rpsearch work. OnlY the other 
day a question was asked in this House 
regarding £20,000 given for a tobacco-cur­
ing plant by the Commonwealth Government. 
vVe have had misleading statements made 
about Dr. Earle Page by some people who 
do not understand such matters. They 
indulge in carping criticism with a view 
to dhowing that we get nothing out of the 
Commonwealth. 

I heard the same hon. member talking 
about the income tax and the large amount 
that 'YJS paid by man0· people here ... \ccord­
ing- to the tables I have, only scYenty-three 
people were paying on taxable incomes of 
oyer £10.000 in 1924-25. the aggcgato taxable 
income being £1.337,377. Last year thoro 
\vere onlv ten oyer that an1-cunt v."ith incorn'es 
aggregat'ing £386.000. That ronclusinl0· 
shows that the " big" men do· not exist and 
a corresponding reduction took place in 
every other man's salary. It must not be 
forgotten that such an income as £10.000 
carries very high· taxation-up to about 1~k 
(d. in the £1. Knowing that, we should be 
very careful how we handle this subject. 
During the last State election the Treasurer 
made a statement that he had heard that 
enormous numbers of firms in Queomland 
"·ere being exempted from income tax and 
tl'at he v;ould inquire into the matter. I 
think the total im·ol.-ed ran into about 
£2,000,000. As a matter of fact, most of 
ne in politics knew that these firms could 
not pay. Hew can we make them pay? 
Xot by making them discharge their 
employees and close up their business. The 
amount was not being written off; but 
was simply held OYer for the time being. 
The same thing is taking place to-day and 
the Treasurer realises that the policy ''"e 

!Mr. Walker. 

adopted then is a sound o~:e for him t'> 
follow. 

Right throug·h this dehato a certain 
amount cf critici"n has been leYel!od against 
the. Leader of the Federal Gm·ernment. 
That to 1nc is waste of tirne. considering 
that we have such major problems as unem­
ployment to deal \Yith. Talking about tariffs 
ancl excise and other Federal matters is 
waste of ti1ne. 

A GOYERX:UEXT :\fnmm: That is all 
bound up with the unemployed problem. 

}lr. IYALKER: \Yo will sav that it is 
bound np. vYho called the Premiers' Con­
ference that evoh·ed the Premiers' Plan? 
Jt was Mr. Scullin. \\'e take our hats off 
to him because he ~aYed Austmlia, and is 
being- lauded for it all o\·er the world. It 
''"as adopted by all the Premiers-and there 
were more Labour Premiers then than there 
arc now. \Yhat is more. it has been adopted 
by l'.Ir. Lvons in exactl.- the same form as 
it was m:iginally agreed to. The Prime 
_Minister of the Commonwealth, :tvir. Lyons, 
and the ne" High Commissioner of the 
Commonwealth, Mr. S. M. Bruce, have been 
subjected to ver:c severe criticism by hon. 
members opposite. The Federal Labour 
Party has proclaimed its intentiOn to 
nationalise banking if it is returned to 
power. To judge from the uttera_nces. of 
Federal Labour member3 one would 1magme 
that the banks were owned by people with 
taxable incomes of over £10,000 per annum, 
but it must be remembered that banks, 
insur,mce companies. and building societies 
guard the savings and the investments of 
~mall depositors, too. All this talk of the 
nationalisation of banking is intended as 
political propaganda. :!Ylr. S. 2\L Bruce has 
been more successful in the interests of Aus· 
tralio on the other side of the world in 
the matter of loan !lotations and in other 
directions than the representati.-c of ~ny 
other nation. His successful loan conversiOn 
has rf'sulted in a saving in interest of over 
£1.000.000 annually to the people of Aus­
tralia. I advise the State Treasurer to 
end€ "vour to reduce the present. interest 
rate of 7 per rent. on one An10ncan loan 
to 3~ per cent.. and thus emulate the wonder­
ful example set by Mr. Bruce. It 1_11ay not 
he nossible to achieve that converswn. but 
tl~c1:c is no rE':tson 1vhy an atten1pt ehould 
uot be made in the in.terests of the people 
of Queensland. I am satidicd that anv 
rcnrcscntatiYe of Australia in London. 
whether it be )[r. Sc·ullin or }Ir. Brncc. iC< 
pre]1ared to do his best in the interests '?f 
Australia. The- problems must be new eel m 
a lwoad wa\·. Per~ ;nal opiHions n1ust he 
held in tho" background to a Yery large 
extent. and during the Jwgotialions there 
nln,~t be a policy of give and take. 

The 2\Ioore Government ha.-e been sm·erely 
criticised bv hon. n1E'n1bers opposite fo·r 
their action~. I hope that it will not be 
necc";;;:;arv for n1e to repeat on e·, ery occasion 
that du~in.,. our term of offi<>e we did some 
things that hurt the people, but it hurt 
the Government to do them. and it is well 
to remind the pre~cnt Government that they 
ha.-e not undone any of the things that we 
did. It is true that the automatic increases 
withhold from public sen·ants by the late 
Government are now to be rc,tored, but it is 
also true that some of the public servants 
in receipt of salaries of £19 per week are 
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to be paid an additional £1 per week, bring­
ing their salaries to £20 per \Yeek. Is it fair 
to increase a salary from £19 to £20 per 
\Yeck whilst there are so many unemployed 
in our midst and whilst distress still pre­
Yail&? How can a public servant on £19 a 
week hold out his hand for an additional 
£1 per week, knowing· full well that many 
people arc on the breadline? 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: \Yhat 
salary will be paid to Mr. S. M. Bruce as 
High Commissioner of the Commonwealth? 

:\Ir. \\' ALKER: I understand he is to be 
paid a salary of £3,000 per annum, and is 
to be proYidcd with a house, but after he 
has J•aid taxation levied by the British tax­
ing authorities very little of his salary will 
remain. The late Agent-General for Queens­
laud and his predecessor distinctly stated 
that thev could not live in London on their 
salary Lccam;e the cost of living was so 
high. \VhPn the dairying companies 
appointed a manager to watch the interc·ots 
of the dairvn>en in London we decided to 
p.•y him a ~alar:- of £2,000 per annum, but 
out of that sum he hac1 to pay £500 per 
annum right away to the British Government 
in taxation, and he had to provide his own 
house. Is not a ealary of £1,000 per annum 
a roaf:onablc f'alar~: tc; pay to a n1au in that 
position. rcsidc,nt in London'? I--Ie is 
expl <otecl to carry out d[cctive ork, and 
he chonlcl JJOI be expected to frequent the 
strcl'ts and mix with decent people yet wear 
ragged houcers. 1\Jr. Bruce on £3,000 rer 
an11urn \\ill be callf'd upon to associate with 
peoplC' in YC'l'.Y high rank. Tlu~ n1oney will 
be \Yell spent particularly if one has regard 
to the brain' pO\Yer of the indi,-idual t;on­
Dcrned. The prP·Put Go1·ernment haYe fa1led 
to rPclucc ta:xatim1; in fact. tho,~ have 
incrcasec1 taxation bv owe £1.000.000. \Yith 
clisa~trous effcct3 ui1on industry and the 
UUC!ll played. 

\Ye shall be aLle to dl•al mon• full~- \Yith 
the increases in public ~ervants' salarjes 
when the Estimates are uuder discussion, but 
I repeat that tho time is not opportune to 
pay increased salaries to highly-paid officers 
of State. I do not object to reasonable 
salaries being paid to public S·en-ants. I 
realiE•.> that a person can be sweated on 
£3.000 per annum and on £1.000 per annum 
just as ho can be sweated on 10s. per week. 

In 1932 the number of rcgie.tcred unem­
plovcd "·as 35,823, but bv 1933 it had grown 
to 40,464, and I am saf~ in saving that the 
actual number of unemployed· in the State 
to-day exceeds that figure. 

::\1r. ::YIAXWELL: Yet they say \Ye have 
'"turned the corner" ! 

:\lr. WALKER: I onlv wish that wo had 
turned the corner. The· Government should 
ha Ye c~nr cntrated their efforts on securing 
that end instead of talking about \Yhat others 
arc doing. 

:\Ir. G. C. TAYLOR: It is as hard to turn 
th. corner as it was to win the war. 

::Ylr WALKER: If we were all like the 
hon. 'member the war would not have beon 
won, nor would we turn the corner. 

One can saY without fear of contradiction 
that there is' nothin!-\' bright or appealing 
about the Budget. There are no rays of 
that sunshine which we heard so much talk 
about from hon. members opposite. If we 
pursue the policy laid clown in the Budget 

\Ye shall make no progress. \Ye must 
end ea Your to secure a better return on 
our loan money by expending it on 
reproductive loan works and not m 
the nonsensical ways that are being fol­
lowed at present. Much developrr:ental 
work remains to be done. Queensland IS the. 
only State which is budgeting for an 
increased deficit. That is a matter for regret 
because the Leader of the Opposition, as 
Premier of the clay, gave his word to the 
othor Premiers and the Prime Minister, to 
budget for reduced deficits. Queensland. is 
the only State that is not pursuing a policy 
in accordance with that agreement. She is 
setting a bad example. The Tre.asurer 
could have achieved that purpose If the 
additional 1,000 men he has provided for 
were not put on. All these matters should 
ha \'O been studied, and thL y could have been 
reasonablv stucliod if the GnYernmcnt were 
strong et-lough, but, as I have always con­
tended, Labour is not strong eJ.wugh to 
goyern. There aro so n1any outs1~le rnfl"l!­
ences at work that its hands are tied. \'\ o 
have an example of that in the extent to 
which metropolitan Labour members a ro 
interviewed. I sympathise 'vith them 
becau•e they are not able to give the tune 
to their parliam<.,ntar::· work that the:•' should. 
The biu· uuions are also pushiug and !lJestcnng 
hon. nl~n1bc:_·s OlJlJOSitc from l110l'1Jing to night 
in order to get something or other clone. 
\Ye have ono concrete oxample. The ;y1oore 
Government permitted the Industrial Court 
to function for a couple of :·ears after ono 
of its member<" had died, making a tem­
porary appointment only when the occdoion 
warrantcJ it but so soon as hon. Ine1nbcrs 
opposite att~incd pov\·cr they rnado a per­
manent appointment at a cost of £2,000 per 
annum. I hope that the Secretary for 
Public Land· \Yill not forget the salary of 
this aupointce. 

La't vear the Government increased the 
iucicl(ncC of incorne tax bv an avDragc of 
25 ]Wr cent., reimposed th,~ euper laud tax, 
n1ado subst:1ntial increabes in ra1hvay 
charg(•s, increased the unemployment relief 
t.LX by an aYcrage of 50 per cent., mcrcasod 
the fees pavablc under various statutes. and 
transfcrrecl" £250,000 from the Main Roads 
Fund to consolidated revenue. Last year 
.Parliament pa'scd approximately thirty mea· 
surcs. n10:1t of ·which contained a proYision 
for the imposition of a, fee, which in thu 
ultimate increases the cost of the production 
to the \Yorkors 

:\lr. IYATERS ·, .According to you, a reduc­
tiou in jntercst 1neans incr..:ased taxatron. 

l\lr. WALKER: The only reduction 
brought about in interest rates was th~t 
obtained bv the Commonwealth l\lnuster m 
London, l\Ir. S. :\L Bruce, by the succes,;ful 
conversion of Commonwealth loans. 
Uc•ncrallv. inil•rc~t rate~ arc iut't a..; high to­
clav as 'ever. It is true that the Prime 
M1nister has from time to time converted 
Commonwealth bills at a lower rate of inter­
( -t. The hon. rnernber evident!:· fot·gels that 
the Leader of the Opposition, when Pre­
mier >ecured a reduction in interest ra.'tes 
to p~storalists financed by financial institu­
tions. If tho hon. member had been ahve 
to his political duties he would not need to 
be reminded of these facts. 

In addition to these increased burdens 
which I haye enumerated, a further inroad 
amounting to £250,000 is to be. made on the 
Main Roads Fund. In a perwd of twelve 

Jlr. Walker.] 
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months £500,000 has been transferred from 
the Main Roads Fund to consolidated reve­
nue when the money could have been put to 
better use in developing our rural areas, 
particularly the coastal areas as far as Cook­
town. Road connection not only aids in 
the development of the State but assists in 
the expansion of production, and enables 
the producer to market his produce at profit­
able rates. The Government, by the adop­
tion of smart tactics, are overcoming the 
agreement in connection with the Premiers' 
Plan by transferring money from one fund 
to another under conditions which I do not 
like. I do not agree with the transfer of 
this £500,000, which is simply done for the 
sake of conserving a few non-thinking votes. 
It is a Ycry wrong practice indeed. 

:Mr. 1\'AT!c'RS : Your opinion of the working 
class is ihat they are non-thinking. 

Mr. \YALKER: I have done more work 
than the hon. member nas OYer ·done, and 
am better fitted to repre3ent tho >Yorkers. 
For smncthing like seven years I worked 
underground as a miner. I have worked 
all my life, and am still working, and am 
keeping a few fellows who are not working 
to-day. The -,unshine tho rrroasurcr prornised 
to liH' people in 1932 is no doubt in exist­
ence somewhere, but it will be Yory difficult 
for its rays to penetrate through the presrmt 
Budget. The increased deficit that the 
r~I_1n:~a:3qrcr is inflicting on the people uf 
Queensland this year is in spite of a reduc­
tion of m·er £200,000 in exchang-e on oYer· 
seas intt'rest payrnents. This i;, due to tho 
depreciation in the "alrnighty dollar," 
brought about by the adoption-only h'mpo­
rarily, I think-of the Australian Labour 
Party's w0thods of currency inflation and 
g·oycrnmeJ;tal induetrial regulation and con­
trol. I hope that the lesson the United 
St.ltes people are learning will pro\·e profit­
able to thL' Australian public, and I trust 
that no heed \Yill bo given to the advocacv 
of l\less1·:-1. Scullin ancl Thcodorc~ tha.t infla­
iion will oyncomc the ills of our mYn 
countrY. Let us proceed in ihc 'tylc which 
has always been characteristicallv Briti;::;l1; 
in othPr \Yords, let us have stabifitv in our 
financial ancl 1110netary activities, ~and 've 
shall quickly regain the stable position that 
,,·as O(!l'S in pre-war days. If wo ha,-e the 
courage boldly to face our difficulties we 
shall quickly ovcrcorne thcrn. 

I notice that the Treasurer in his Dudgct 
speech makes a further rather guarded 
rdcrcnc<' to a " co-ordinated plan of 
reco,·ery accompanie-d by a policy of mone­
tary deflation." It would have been infi­
nitely Lctte1· if the hon. gentleman had told 
us just what he had in mind. vV e know 
that the Labour Party's policy includes 
political control of banking, which would 
mean the ts,,ue of paper money at tho will 
of the Government. 'That would certainlv 
cause a rise in prices internallv which th~ 
wage-earner would be the first' to feel but 
it would have no effect whatever on external 
prices. It would, however, increase our 
cost,; of production immonselv. and the sale 
of our goods in the world 'markets would 
become impossible unless the value of DUI' 
money depreciated corr<'spondingly with 
the mcrcased 1ssue of paper. In that case 
there would be no gain to anyone, but thero 
would ccrtamly be tremendous losses and 
an increasing lack of confidence in the minds 
of people with money to inYest. We would 
reach the depths of degradation plumbed 

[Mr. Walker. 

bv everv country that has resorted to cur· 
r~ncy i,;flation as a solu~ion of the difficul­
ties caused by falling- pnces. The pohtrcal 
control of banking would destroy confidence. 
Take the position of insurance offices; they 
have not the confidence that they had a few 
years ago bccal.Jse of misunderstanding and 
;, lack of' that spirit of fairness which pre­
viouslv existe-d b-etween various companies. 
The s'!t.areholders in any big private com­
pany are almost as numerous as the so· 
called shareholders in the State Government 
Insurance Office. 

l\Ir. W. T. Knm: No; the shareholders in 
private companies are limited in numbe:·. 

Mr. WALKER: It is no use the hrm. 
member saying that. \Ve know _that many 
people am insured with t~e pnvatc ~om­
panir s. Personally. I am msurcd wrth tho 
State GoYermnent Insurance Of!ice, fen· 
reason·-. be~t known to rnyself. 

I <lo not believe there is any business in 
the Treasurer's propmal to finance the con· 
strncl ion of tho proposed I(angaroo Poi11t 
bridge. 

~lr. \YATERS: You dou't v.-ant "'crk 
er en tc~d in (~ UBCLsland. 

l\lr. \YALKER: I do not want the pcoplo 
of Bri~b;tne saddled with ~mncthing for 
\\·hich tl:ry cannot pay, espPrially ns exist­
ing f.aciliti(•s \an cope witlJ the rcquirernents 
of· the people for many years to cr•lll<. In 
an:v~ ease: if the project < ver rL aelles thB 
Loan Council I think it will be uba11doncd. 
It was m cot;nrction with the proposed 
~Ju~ldir:g of th.at ,bri:l.gL~ that a ~~rr( ~pondont 
1n ];r,t evenings 'Telc3-raph llC.t\TOC1tPd 

that the bridgP be built by the is,ue of bomb. 
anLl he rt•ferrcd to an cxpPrinlcnt carriPd 
out in GuPrn.:;r~v in the Ltst CHltury. ~Ir. 
J. B. BrigJe1l deab with the Gueru:-:ey 
expcri1nent in }J~s book. •· Credit,'' a 
follow':-

'· ~1"11v bc•autiful thcoriPs have been 
lUUl'df·n·~·l by a g a11g of brutal facts; 
but tLt ir g.;l.sts walk, anll they have 
their seasons \Ylll'n thPv clmnour for 
rei1~carnation. Every dcPre~"ion js thL·ir 
Sf<lSOIL Thcv cou1e out like piu1plPs in 
the spring. About on,' hundred years ago 
the GoYernor of the island of Guernsey 
made a name fo.r himcelf by buihling a 
rnarket house out of paper 111oney. lie 
was under no Central Govcrnrnent, ruak~ 
ing this exploit illegal. Lntil recently 
the tinY island of Guermev had its own 
iesuc c{f notes, and it m~ay still have 
them, but it has had wis~r Governor· .. 

': Tho Gover11or increa ,eJ purchasing 
power. He may haYe built a '!nail 
building requiring a ycry small addition 
to the notes in circulation, but to that 
extent lllll'chasing powpr was incrca'''ed. 
It followed that prices rose to .a corres­
ponding extent; that people with fixed 
or cnston1ary incornes \Y0rP able to buv 
lcs:' incon1e,' and thnt the Governor'~.::; 
bailding- was built with y;·hat they had 
to go ,,-ithout. His people may not have 
seen through the disguise. but we may 
be surP that thev felt the operation. 
And then this cle,-~r Governor procer·dcd 
to cancel the additional notes. He could 
get them this time only by obYious 
taxation or by borrowing. The taxation 
would haYe been increased in the usual 
way, and the revl'm>e so dNivcc1 would 
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have been deposited in the bank used 
bv the Government. Then the Govern­
n1ent would withdraw note' and cancel 
them. 

" The issue of notes would at first 
raise prices. The cancellation would 
reduce th0m again. Both of these pro­
cesses would disturb industry and in­
comes. At some time, whether borrow­
ing interyenecl or not, the taxpayer 
would have had to pay for the building. 
He also had to put up v:ith the disturb­
anrcs to prices. 

'· Is it any \Yonder that the exploit has 
1:ot been repeated ? " 

In my opinion there is no magic in the 
printing press, and the people of Australia 
will have to be ven- careful as to what 
i; done in connection with the proposed 
fiduciarY issue scheme of tho Australian 
Labour "Party. The difficulty we are facing 
is due to the aftermath of the Great \Var, 
and is common to all the countries of the 
world. It is difficult to see when we are 
going to get over our troubles; we must 
do all in our power, and we require all our 
courage to arrive at a solution. vr e need 
to develop our industries so as to find work 
for the unemployed. Many men would 
sooner die than live under the present rotten 
conditions. 

Some years ag-o ::\Ir. Theodoro proposed a 
fiduciary is.ue of £18,000,000 to bring about 
a reYival of trade and a return to pros­
perity. :\Ir. Scullin, backed up by many of 
Lhe supnorters of the Labour Party, 
travelled· over Queensland, advocating- that 
proposal, but he dropped it at the time of 
the Premiers' Conference, as he found that 
if he did not drop it Australia would not be 
able to pay more than 12s. in the £1 and 
would go broke. He has since st:utcd 
to adYocate it again. 

The best w,-,y to meet the situation \vhich 
exists would lie to return to the old price 
levels. Take the price of our products just 
before the war, when we ''ere able to export 
our stuff all ov cl' the world. Our woo1 at 
that time> was 14d. per lb. During the 
war it w0nt up to 2s. 4d. per lb., and sub­
stantial increases -,.rere given to \Vorkers 
employed in the industry. 'vYool has 
dropped again in price, bnt I think it .is 
going to go up in vie\v of out· Errst<~rn 
n:;arkEts. The l)r(micr could have allowed 
a great deal more when budg-etinc: for next 
,-ear's income tax if he had taken into con­
~idcration th() probability of the further 
incrc·1sc in the price of wool. 

The ong1nator of the fiduciary i~sue 
11olicy ancl of 1rhat is called Labour's mane­
tar~· polic~v eventually condemncU it as 
irnpracticable, because its success was con­
tmg:<'nt upun action being- taken b:-· all the 
conLtric'!: throughout the world. Yet nH'lH­
!Jor, of this House aro 'till ad,·ocating that 
policy-dang-ling the printing prcs.< before 
i!Je eyes of the people. 

There must be some understanding-
bet\Yeen tlw nations of the world; otherwise 
there will be a re,triction of nroduction. 
The Premier. when speaking- on the Address 
in Reply, and afso clown South, said he 
could never believe in a reduction of exports 
of any of our products. At the same time, 
he has alwavs been interested in the sugar 
industrv, where we have had a restriction 
of production. If we had no restriction in 

the export of sugar and the outside market 
price was about £8 10s., our home price 
would go down to something like that 
amount-which would kill the whole indus­
try. The Treasurer is not playing the game 
with regard to his responsibilities but, 
Mica wbcr-like, is hoping that somethi;1g will 
turn up. When it does turn up, I hope it 
will be something of a better character than 
we have had during the last few months. 

Referring ag-ain to reforestation I urge 
the Government to send someone to New 
Zealand to investig-ate methods there. It 
will be found that similar scientific methods 
of cultivation can be adopted in Queensland 
and will prove a sound im·c"tment. \Vo 
have the vacant land and the unemployed. 
\Yould it not be far better to plant trees 
than have the unemployed pulling- up weeds 
ie! the streets, or working down at Breakfast 
Creek wearing white shirts and shovelling 
mud, which could be moved more cheaply 
b;-· machinery 1 Throughout Queensland 
unemployed men are being asked to do work 
which thev know is of no real Yalne to the 
country. 'Son1c of thetn are making rccrLa­
lion resern•·, that will net be mod for 200 
.H·ars The men have lost the incentive to 
\1-ork and consequently a re not giYing lOO 
per cent. of their efliciencv. It would be 
better we're they to be placed at reforestation 
\• ork and paid the basic wage. [ yenttll'e to 
sa~- thj_, ViTOrk \vould sho1v results and give 
~n adequate return for the money expended. 
Prices a!" eh a ng-cab:e all oyer the world. 
\Ye have had them befoTe and we will hayc 
thc1n again. Butter vi·as down to 62s. a cwt. 
To-dav it is up to 100··. and it went up 
t,, llOs. rerently. Prices of prodnce must 
n~OV('. Th" subject we haY'-1 to shJcl,\ 1n the 
rneantimc js t .:ono1ny. If "YC study econon1y 
nnd play the ga-:JJC \Ye shall get ~om~\vhere. 

The hon. member for Xormanbv criticised 
the taxation pronosal~ r'f the :\IoOre Govern­
ment and hC' aJso crit.ici-,cd t.he l·i'ederal 
GoYerllnlcllt for fai~jng, ]n his opinion, to 
~:rant arlpqt.nh' tnxa1·-7on rcli('f to t1xrHtyers 
1 ith qnaH r-,-·:able iucomcs. btd- he over­
look:· the fnrt thnt ho ?~ ::;upporHng- a Go-
t'rr~rnl'l~t t'nat. has rlccidrd to gr~,nt incrca:wd 

::; __ Iaries to Stat:: nublie srr\,ants, who at 
prc•:;;:p~.Jt are iH rc·reipt 0f baud~orne ~nlari0:;;. 

C. 1npa:.· ;:.g thl' prc.~out 1·rlicf srhcn1es ",·ith 
tho··0 of the nreY1.ous GovernnH'!lt. I Yenturc 
1") say the ll:i~f''.CIJ[OY('ri v:0re bettrr off unde1· 
ti1e inter; tittcnt \-eiief scheme than they are 
ir)-da~-. ,..-hrn th•· rost of living is taken into 
con~iclcrai-ion. There \Vas rnoi.'c ~atisfaction 
<lnlOJlQ:.t the n1cn. \Ye shall get no\vhcro 
nn lrs; we u:i n:• an incentive to the unern­
pioycrl and tr_.,- te> work shoulder to 
ehonlcl<'r with the Government. 

Th0 IInnse rcsuincd. 

The CH\IR}IAX reported prop·ess, and 
2-"kc i lea ye to sit agai11. 

Resumption of Committee made an Ordce 
of tho Day for Tuesday next. 

SPECL-\L ADJO'CR::\''ilE::\'T. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCB.LIC LA::\'DS 
(Hon. P. Pease, H erbert); I moYe-

" That the House, at its 1·ising, do 
adjourn until Tuesday, 17th instant." 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 4.53 p.m. 




