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670 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 5 OCTOBER, 1933. 

Mr. SPEAKEH (Hon. G. Pollo k, Gr u·cr' 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUEST10l'\S. 

i\~lL\JBERS OF E::\IPLOY:CES IN DEP,\.RT:\IE:\"T OF 

LAno:·n AXD IKDUoTRY Il\ SEPTE>IBEH, 1932 
A:\D 1933. 

}lr. :\IAX\YELL (1'oowono) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry-

,, \Vhat was the number of emp!o~·ees 
of h1s department, excluding rdicf 
workers, paid fron1 consolidated rcYC'JHH::'. 
the Trust Fund. and the Loan Fund 
respectiYcly, in-:-(a) September, 1932; 
and (b) September, 1933? " 

The SECRETAHY FOH LABOCH A:\'D 
INDUSTRY iHon. M. P. lieu:·. 'il.lili-'· 

villc) repliecl- · 

"The information is being obtained.'' 

PuBLIC BALAXCES JX :\'Ew YoRK .\l\D Losnox 
IN SEPTEo!BER, 1932 .\XD 1933. 

Mr. F ADDE='! (11 umr:dy) asked the Trea-
surer-

'' \Yhat balances \YE:c~ro held in-ut) 
='Iew York; and (b) Londnn. on 30th 
September, · 1932, and 30th September, 
1933. respectiYely? " 

[Jlr. R. 111. King. 

The THEASURER (Hon. \V. 
Smith, Mackay) replied-

" At 30th September, 1932-

London 
:'\Tew York 

Forgan 

£ 
59.399 

2,353 

This information was published in ' Go­
vernment Gazette,' No. 121, of the 14th 
X ovember, 1932. 

" At 30th September, 1933-
£ 

London 57,930 
::\'ew York 2,068 

These figures will appear m the usual 
monthlv statement to be published in 
the ' Gazette ' in the course of a few 
days." 

RECEIPTS Axn ExPEl\DITuRE OF Co~DIF-'iiOxER 
OF MAIN RoADS, 1932-1933. 

:VIr. MOO RE (A. ubigny) asked the Trea­
surer-· 

"What are the details of the receipts 
and expenditure of the Main Roads Com­
mission from all sources for 1932-1933, 
corresponding with the information con~ 
tained on page 62 of the last report of 
the Auditor-General? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Jfackay) replied-

" I understand the information \vill be 
contained in the Auditor-General's report, 
and would suggest that the hon. gentle­
man await the receipt by the House of 
that report." 

CoxDITION oF EmsvoLD-CnAco>v Ro,m. 
:\Ir. FOLEY (T o1·manby) asked the Secre­

tarv for fvfines-
- " As heavy rainfalls between Cracow 
and Eidsvold have made the roads so 
impassable that communication \\'ith the 
field has been suspended for almost a 
"\Ye>ek up to this n1ornlng, \Yill he giYe 
consideration to the urgent request from 
the shire council that assistance be given 
in making the road to the field pas­
qable? " 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J. 
Stopford, Jfaryborouoh) replied-

" The Mines Department is prepared 
to giYe ~onsidcration to the n1att~r. ot 
contributiOn to roads to new mmmg 
shO\\'S but it is not usual to assist v:ith 
roads' tc already capitalised n1ines.n 

Loo~x Axn S1:BsiDY FOR SEWER\GE \YoRK JN 
Bmsn\XE _\nE.\. 

}lr. F'CX:.JELL (JJrisbane), \\'ithout notice, 
asked the Treasurer-

" Has any approach bc<'n maclo by 
the Brisbane City Council to the Trea­
surer regarding a loan and subsidy for 
se\Yerago \YOrk in the Brisbane area) and 
is the GoYcrnment prepared to grant a 
·'·nbstantial sum to enable this \\'ork to 
be proceeded with? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. IY. Forg:an 
Smith. Jlackay) replied-

" I discussed this matter informally 
\Yith the~ Lord }tlaYOr ycf-tt'rda Y after­
noon. and an1 meeting Alclonnal1 Lant~, 
the \~orks executiYe of the council, to-day. 
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" The Government is prepared to pro­
vide the necessary finance this year for 
the J?Urpose mentioned by the hon. mem­
ber m order that useful employment can 
be giYon an9 that se,:verage ·work bo 
proceeded >nth more expeditiouslv in 
Brisbane." · 

PAPER. 

Tht• following paper vvas laid on the table. 
and or.lc•rpd to Le printed:-

Hq1ol't of the Commissioner for Rail­
l':cys for the year 1932-33. 

CITY OF BlUSBANE L\CTS A:.\1E:-JD­
M~J'\T DILL. 

:SECO::\D TIEADIXG-RESlT~IPTIQ)J" OF DEBATE. 

1\lr. BRc\SSINGTON (l'ortitude T'allcy) 
[10.35 a. m.]: At ihe outset of mv remarh 
I desire to congratulate the Homo Secre­
tary for introducing this very interesting 
mcas11rc. It is essential that the people of 
the Greater Brisbane area should be given 
a 1nand:::~tc 1 \"hercbv the l'esourccs of their 
citv can be dcvelop;;d to the uttNmost. We 
who are liYing here realise what a wonclt:r­
lul cit,· Bri,bane really is. It is icleallv 
situated, and as one \\ho has Yisited n1o.;;;~t. 
of the otlL•r capital cities in the Common­
"'?~lth, I can safely .oay that it is a capital 
winch can be compared with that of anv 
other St:ctc. It is for us to o·ive to th'e 
people of Brisbane an .aJcqu~~tc charter 
whereby this great cit.~~ eau bo further 
cieve]opecl, and whereby its !J80ple Call Clljoy 
greater benefits than those which arc 11ow 
their lot. Almost everv tourist either from 
elsevdl('l'C in our O\Yll 'state or fro1n overM 
seas \Yh~ Yisits our city (?xpre"'3es the opinion 
that Bnsbane is ono of the linut cities he 
has C'Yc:· Yisited. rrhat is a Y8l',Y Jine l'CC0lll­

n1elldatl0ll. I anJ sul'e t.ha t a:;; a rc~ult of 
the iutroduction of this n1oasu1·o and the 
l~-anobtion into action of the principles that 
h _contains an CYcn grratcr 1nr~a"'urc of benefit 
wrll accrue to the people of the citv of 
Brisbant>. V 

Before diocmsing th<> Bill I wish to endorse 
the rcnwrks of the l10n. IneJnbPr for ~larec 
a.s to t),c ll!Cn who in the past laboured for 
the de,-p]opment of our city. It is only right 
that \YC sho11ld remember thom for tbeir 
dforts and p.a,v to ihem the tributes that 
they dcserYe. I,.,orcrnost amongst tho pioneers 
1•:ho laboured hard on behalf of the citv was 
rny prr-doccs~or in the representatiOn of 
Fortitud'~' Valley, the late Hon. T. Wilson. 
For n.1an;- .vears h0 gayc valu::tblo f'C'l'Yice to 
tho eH;:. and loug u fter he ceased to take 
<dl nctiYe rnut in ciYir affair:;; ht) ,-,·as insiru­
rnent~l 3n thi:-:1 Parll:1n1cnt in shaping ar;d 
fnnn1ng thl~ City of Brisb;1ne .. \cts \Yhjch 
lHtYe been in operation for ten years. 

I dos1re to join i:;-,ue \Vith one nlclnbcr of 
the Opposition on his statoment that "The 
City of Bri-banc Act of 1924 " ,, ts prema­
ture. It mn,t be rcmcmlwred that .at !oast 
twenh· municipalities operated separately 
pnor to the pa.;sagc of the ,\et. Each 
operate:] on a differc;nt basis and each had 
n. different policy horn the others, with the 
result that iho municinal affairs of the citv 
"\YOre not cor:.ducted ln. the rnanner in "\Yhich 
they should have been, and considerable con­
fusion occurred. It remained for the orig-i­
nal City of Brisbane Act to bring order out 

of chaos. Hon. members opposite may dis­
pute that statement, but what I say has boon 
proved to be the fact. The principle of 
ccntrali~ation is being applied to industry 
tbro11ghout the world; rmd if that principle 
1..; sound enough for .application to industry. 
it is also sound enough to applv to the 
pri,ciplc~ of local goYernment in the city 
of Brisbane. 

The three outstanding principles contained 
jn th0 proposed rneasure are, f1rst. adult 
frallchise for the people of Greater Bris­
l,).nc; ~econd, tho abolition of the exccutiYe 
~vstenl. '"hi eh 1\ as introduced bv hon. rncrn~ 
l;ers opposite; and third, the election of the 
Lord :.\iayor of the city by tho people. Before 
dealing with those principles. rnay I be 
ncrmittcd to refer to the attitude of the 
()pposition during the pl'Cbent se~sion? Their 
ntrituclc' has been one of oppo~ition to any 
propocais bv the Go.-ernment. ::'\o matter 
\,·hat l{'gislation the Qoyernrnent have 
brought for·ward, 11011. rnc!nbPrs Gppositc 
ncrsi~t in putting for\,'ard the sanrc old 
~trgun10nb in an cndcayour to defeat it. In 
particular. \ve hear the scune argun1ents 
<lg~~_in~t adu1t franchif'le a~ propo.3ed by this 
Bill tl1a1·, \\-e J1nvo beard vcar ~lfter ve:ar. 
Thl~ san1e old gloon1y propGgancla hn::: 'been 
ir:dnlgcd in by hon. members opposite. The 
tinH~ ha.;; arri,-cd for thcn1 to realise their 
re,p<msibilitics and to unrll'l's',ancl that demo­
('l'!atic ITH'asurcs rncrit constructiYe criticisnl 
PJ'd constructi.-e suggestions. If they are 
Lot prepared to adopt that attitnde, tlwn I 
ndYise thPrn to rcn1nin "ilent on thc~o quos~ 
tion-. During the whole of this debat,; they 
lWYl' r·ndc:J.Yourcd to belittle the endeaYour 
of the Go-n'rnincnt to set up a better :-;:.-:::.tcn1 
of rnunicipal adn1inistration in this city. 
They han> complained that under this Bill 
non-ratepayers will be allml'cd to exercise 
1hc franchi><'. \Ye can recall the hot politi­
cal battles that had to be ''aged in the 
c·ountrics of the \vorld before nni,-cr::,J...l suf~ 
fl'agP beca1nc an accmnp!ishcd fn_ct. \Vc can 
''l'call the opposition 10 that principle offered 
hv lllC'll of the sauF' olcl Con·,crYati,-e type 
of mind a, that now to be found inspiring 
1 he artiDns of the Opposition in t}Jis Hou·,e. 
D, 'PitP the opposition to such a democratic 
nrjnch;le. adu1t franchise was eyrntnal1.v \VOn 
for the pr•oplc. and I mn gbd to be a snp~ 
pnrt0r of a. party \Vllich ain1" at an extension 
(,£ that principle. It will again enfranchise 
thon,ancls of people who \Yerc disfranchised 
i1 the late Goycrnn1ent. \Vhcn speaking on 
1 l1c nH?asure introduced hv thP late Govern­
lllcnt. I pointed out that t.he s~'stfm of 
~·ovcrnrrwnt in Australia prcn-idcd for a 
Fc>dPl'al Pnrlian1ont, State ParE::tnlf'llts, and 
!llUtl Lcipnl pariicnncnts. an cl I argued then. 
<Js I do HOW, that 1unniclpal p:1rlian1cnts 
<ll'C jll no v·-clV inf0rior to f'ither thC' Federal 
Parlinn1ent Or a. State Par]iarncnt. The 
nntnieipal par1ianJeHts are called upon to 
c],,,tJ \Yith domestic problems -those of vital 
concern 10 the people, ancl if it is equitable 
fot' the l'C'JH'csentatiYes of Federal and State 
Pnrlialllents to be Plectcd on the wide fran­
cili"•, then I emphaticaliy conlcnr! that the 
;::,aJll(' broad fr~1nchi:"e shollkl apply in rnuni­
c:~1al .~{OYcrnuH~nt. I a.n1 g·lad that the 
p1:inciplc' ]:-; being endorsed 1)~- the GoYern~ 
mcnt, 'me! I deplore iho fact that it is being 
~.-, strc11uouslv oppos0d bv hon. 1118rr1bcrs 
oppo~itP. rrh~y are prepar;ed to Oppose this 
principle in rnunicirHLl goY0rnn1ent. bt1t they 
haYP not tho courage to dt>nouncc it in its 
u pplication to Federal and State goYermnent. 

Jlr. Brassingto11.] 
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Hon. 1nernbers opposite have advancHl 
no e.ound argun1ents in fayour of their con­
tention that only the holders of properly 
should be entitled to vote in local go'.'Prn­
rnent. Can hon. rncn1bers opposite argue 
that the present value of city a~~et~ has 
been created b·,- the individual effmb of 
those O\\ning or ~eontrolling the asseb ·: They 
cannot ju::;tifv such a clain1 nor can they 
argue that an~v one section of the connnunity 
is responsible' for the progress of the city. 
\Ye argue that the asset v,alue i~ a cmu­
rmmity vrtlue created by the combined efforts 
of rnernbcrs of the cornrnunity. Consequently, 
>Ye argue that all who have contributed to 
the common yyelfare in the crerrtion of the 
corrrnrunitv value arc entitled to a voirc in 
lhc adrnir~i~tration of tho citv. Hon. nwnr­
bers opposite haye indulged in considerable 
destructiYc criticisn1, but they hnYe 1nadc no 
effort to combat mv contention. Thev con­
tend that the franchise should be exc~rciscd 
only by the rutcpa: er·~. They ha Ye corn­
plainccl that properties upon which bmincssu 
are conducted ha.-e been hcavilv rated and 
they expre''' the fear that if there is a l'L\·er­
sion to adult sufh·agc tht. ~:e undertaking~ IYill * 
~ufl:'cr an inju.;:;tice. A careful ana1ysis of 
the argun1ents of hon. Hleinbcr~ Ol>T>O-:-ib_' 
rcycah that the Yerv basis. on IYhic!J bu:-:iut..·S.'-' 
is created ancl built up is public conf;cleuce, 
The ver -.~ assets of business arc created a:·· 
a result 'of the trading acti.-ities of the com­
munitY. ..:-\...:;; it takes the whole con1n1n11itv 
to cr~atc those as~cts . .and as a rc:::ult o't 
those assets businc.'s"' 'is enabled to ntakc­
profils, it i:'i reasonable to contend that the 
IYhole co11unuuitv should have a yoic~_:: in 
the control of the afiairs of the city. 

Another poim oYerlooked by hon, member.s 
opposite is that the public actuaih ov, :1 
public utilities. \Yhen we board a tramcal' 
we pay our fares, and are handc'd tick{:.::; 
upon 1\'hich (Uf) vriuted the '\YOrJs .. L ~e tllc 

tnnns, T,~on OIYD rhen1." That is true abo or 
otlwr 1;ublic utilitic,, As the )lublic own 
the ntilitic's. \Ye rnaintain that thP"- ~houid 
hase the right to elect reprcsc·nL~tiYc:-- to 
adminioter those utilities on their behalf. 

l-Ion. n1on1bcrs opposite centred a good 
dc~L] of their arguments around what they 
say is tht-:> exclu:;;iye right of cErtain l>ersoil..: 
to excr('ise tho franchi~c. ~lauY 111enJber~ 
of the Opposition conduct businc~'e" in 
city. Thc,v object to non-ratepayer . ..; 
1ng tho franchis2 ; do thoy also 
nou-ratcpa:.,ers transacting busine-:~ ·with 
thC>ln '? Absolutely "no." That give~ U· 

confidence in argujng that if non-ratepa ,-cr.~ 
arc adYantagrous in business ancl lJuiic\iu!!' 
up bnsine", then the0 should han; the rig-Lt 
of cxerci~lng the francY1isu in order tb<:.t ·dJ< 
affairs of the city nuty lH~ regulate-d in thr 
intcre,ts of all the people. Un" !ton. 
mc1nbcr oppo::;ite n-:-fcrrccl to " hobot: s "' cx.e f­

cising the popular franchise. I support the 
hon. nicmbcr foi~ 11erthvr in his coutcntion 
that that sratcn1cnt vn~s n1o~t unfail· and 
n11just. I Yenturc to sav that '\Yhen the time 
arriYes for rrn appeal" to be made to the 
public by hon, n:embcrs opposite on br:ilalf 
of their candidatE'S in the citv of Brisl:HUH' 
election, they IYill uot addresS that <V>peal 
m:l:v to tho ·f' citizens vvllo pay rate< but 
wlll n1akc it al~o to cycr;:~ other n1en1bcr oi 
the con1n1unity. Since every mc1nbcr of tbe 
~onununity rnust be apr1ealrd to for help 
m solving tho rnanv difficulties confronti1w 
the rlevefoprnent o( the citv, every nle!nlw~· 
of the conununity should a~lso 1Hn~c a Yuict> 

[Jlr. Brassington. 

ln its acln1inistration. On this irnportant 
point I only Lle,;ire to add that many of those 
J•er,ons "-ho, through the depression, u0 
unfortunate enough to be depnved of yyork 
ar the pre ent juncture and arc compellecl 
to carnp in parks are) nevertheless, good 
citizens. The n•grettable fact that they 
Lave been caught in the throt:.'.3 of tho 
ciqll'cs:iion does not alter that. In times of 
)'lt·m:v they were entitled to exercise the 
fra.nchise undf'r the owner-occupier systcnL 
:-:,,trel~-. in spite of their rnisfortuno, they 
arc entitled to exPrcisc it 11ndor the existing 
l'i...l)notnic circumstances! 

I candidl.v beHeve 'that not one hon. 
lHmnbt>r ,,-il1 regret iho abolition of ~,he 
exccntiYe systern of goYernmolt as provided 
for under the a.rnending Act pas~ed Ly the 
1\loore Adntin]stration. Cornplaints have, 
frotn ti1no to bn1c, been nu1.do by prr-.sent 
alclPl'l11Ctl to thcl effect that as the cxccntive 
po,,ess all the inside• information as to the 
affairs of the citY thev enter the counc1l 
chan1ber at a gr~a.t dtsadvantagc in corn­
parison with the latter. In fact, it is almost 
irnpo~"ible for thern to chscu~,s 1natters with 
ihat frcedmn vvhich they, a;) the rcprcscn­
tati.-es of the people. should feeL If hon. 
!HCrll ber opposite believe in the fiOundncs:e;. 
of tlv~ executive sv~tcn1. whv did thcv not 
complete the job \\:hen they i"ntroduced" thei1· 
aml~uding legislation and provide th<tt the 
whole of the citv's affairs 'houlcl Le adminis­
tered bv the Loi·cl l\Iavor and the excontive? 
1 canncit sec "-hy the;: prm-ided for anothn 
fifteen aldermen at alL togeltwr with the1r 
C'.tnoluniPnts, because those gentlernen were 
t'xclnded fro'I! the pri;-ilcgc of ckaling in 
detail with the affairs of tho cit,-. That i,; 
<1 noint '.Yhirh hon. rnernbcrs oppo~ite :;:.hould 

-..;:i1lain. The exrcutiYl' systLn1 is not con~ 
dnciYe to thE-:- be:-:t results, and I -welcon1e 
the change that is proposed by this Bill. 
It is on record that on quite a numbPl' _of 
Dcca"-iOnfi during the tirr1e thr' cxccut.tvc 
;.;v~tetn Jw:- pr0vailcd the council in session 
hi:Ls disagreed \Yjth the rccomn1endations rnacle 
bv the~ executiYe which n1eans tbat con· 
~i.dcrablr~· discussio~1 has occurred, n1uch tirne 
has been lost, and very little progrc~c;;; has­
bc•cn made. I consider that whilst the exccu­
tiY(' :;:.\Tsteni ren1ains n1uch confusion will con­
tinue- a ne! the nrY best results will not be 
secured for the p(,oplc, I hcartil,>- wpport 
that portion of the Bill \Yhich aims at rc•moY­
ing th1~ nn ouncl svA£'111 ancl con::;titutjug: 
tl1f, council in finch ,a~ way that the alderno.cn 
',Yiil l1 the OPllOrtunify of exarnining all 

that corne llefore thern. 
I alw support the proposal that the Lord 

::\lllY<>r of ihe eiiY should be elected bv tho 
peo'plc. In supi1ort of that contention .I 
han_' ouly io recall my own personal cx]JCri­
fl;re HI 111nniclpa 1 affairs. In1rncr1iately 
aftn election hrrcl taken place tho"' pcr-
'flns werP fortunate enough to be 
rc·tnnwd as to1.vn councillors IYonlrl fonn 

and considerable movcn1ents would 
made to secure the election of various 

nominees. Such a sv~ten1 ie. unfair to tho 
people \Yho elect men 'to responsible' positions. 
For a ~onsiderablo tinw after the Pleciion of 
the prc,,ent Bri,banc City Council, I think 
I an1 ~afe in saying, various rnanoeu1TCS 
were• carried out until the present Lord 
:\I a ,-m· was elected. I desire to cast no 
refl.Cf'tion upon the gentle>111an '\vho occupies 
tlwt high office \Yhen I 6ay that the people 
\\'ho Yott'd at the last municipal election had 
no more idcct of who would be Lord l\1ayor 
than those \vho \H-ro not entitled to .-ote. 
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It is a sound principle that the people of the 
city shoulcl have a voice in the election of 
the Lord :\layor, and for that rcawn I sup­
port the pi·oposal in this Bill to bring about 
tlu~ change. 

Before concluding my remarks I desire to 
joln i~sue vvith the hon. member for rroowong 
on his statement that the Labour aldermen 
in the cit,- council did not vote for a reduc­
tion of r'ates. The hon. member inferred 
that the Labom· aldermen voted for an 
increase. On this point alone I question 
\vhether the present council elected on a 
lin1i~cd franchiDc, has giv~n satisfactory 
servwe to the people of Brisbane. It is 
quite correct that the' Labour aldermen of 
the city did r:ot vote for a reduction of the 
rates, but it is also correct that thev did not 
attmnpt to suggest an increase "in rates. 
They were .imtil1od in the attittrde they 
adopted, and it is u1v intcuiion to state the 
facts of the case to Clear up any misappre~ 
hcnsion that may have been created by- the 
hon. rnerubf:r for Too\vong. The Brisba.ne 
Ciiy Council reduced the rates from lO~cL to 
lOd. in the £L as a rewlt of which there 
was a reduction in rate assessments 'of £45,000. 
If that action on the part of the city council 
\'H~rc f->i nee re and genuine.. I would be the 
fir~t to offer rny congratnlations and ruy sup­
port to them, but we find on investio-ating 
this so-called conce"ion to ihe peopl~ that 
it is not all that its 6)JOllSOrs claim it to 
be. The c"tim_atu of the city works depart­
ment for pubhc serYiccs fm· tho year ended 
30th ,J uno, 1933-verv nccessarv services­
provided for an eX)lC!ldituro of £160,900. 
The proposal of the council to reduce the 
rates by a halfpenny in the pound will bring 
down the estrmate, of the works department 
for that year to £114,000 or a reduction of 
£.;6,900-.,-hich gocc. to show that whilst the 
council handed out to the people of the citv 
a so-ea lled benefit bv reduction of rate's 
they have done the people of the citv a 
greater_. injnshce by reducing the estimated 
oxpenchture m the \YOrks department bv 
£46,900. The point is that in the estimate', 
for the rres~nt _year is an item of £37.500 
for dectr1c l1ghtmg of the citv which cannot 
he reduced; consequently. onl:v £76,500 will 
he ~'-arlable for all ihe other neces.-an­
puhlic ''crviccs under this heading--to 
pay \vagrs) find plant, and carrv out 
very nccpscury improvement-s throucrhovut the 
city. This amount of £76,500 can be further 
redur\cl by 12 (lCr cent., representing- the cost 
of too1s, matertals, and other things. leaving­
approxnnat_ely £65,000 for the payment of 
employees _m the wurks department. I draw 
the attrntwn of hon. members opposite and 
the general pub~ic outside to one or t-\YO other 
irnlJO!'t.aut facts in connection v:ith this so­
called conce-.eion by way of reduction of rates. 
At the time the council was elected under 
the special franchise introduced bv hon. mem­
bers op]1osi te 806 men wore em ploy eel in the 
work, department. At present, thanks to 
the bad handlmg of the situation b:y the 
councd, 603 men are employed and they arc 
"rationed,'' getting \Vork on only four and 
a-half days_ a \~·eek. The real sting in this 
rate reclnctron IS the fact that as the result 
of _the reduct!on in the works department 
eehmatc; 1t \nil not be possible on the pre­
sent bas1s for the council to employ more 
than 400 men. Thanks to this groat achieve­
;nent of the friends of hon. members opposite, 
1t wrll mean that if some windfall does not 
oc_cnr for t_he council approximately 200 men 
wlll be dJScharged, and the responsibility 

1933-Y 

will be thrown on iho GoYcrnrncnt of finding 
them work. The problems of the Govern­
nlPut \Yill be greatly intonsiGcd in conse­
quence. Is a policy of rctrcnclnnent justified 
nt this juncture in Yicw of the depressed 
conditions'? I reply to that question by say­
ing that now is the time vdwn every enclcav­
OLLr c-hould be made to emplo." as many 
, •eo plc as possible, so that they \vill be use­
fully engaged in tho conrnrunity and be ablo 
to use the1r purchasing powPr ancl e.o improve 
the position all round. This is not the time 
for further reduction in the nmubcr of per­
sons c!llllloyecl by the Bri~banc City Council. 
1 sinccrelv hope that the people of BrisGanc 
\vill not take n1uch notjce of the ll~'Olkgnnda 
\\ hich ho11. n1en1ber:~· opposite Y·:ill use when 
tfw time comes to justify this action, 

:\Ir. :\lAXWELL interjected. 

=~rr. BRASSIXGTOX: In the light of past 
experience I can only af~urne that hou. mern­
bers OPf""ile will endeavour to mislcacl the 
pcovls of Brisbane, and rnake n1uch of the 
fact that a reduction in rates has taken place. 
It is our duty to show the people of the citv 
of Brisbane that this reduchon in rat,;s 
rlleans no gain to thcrn, but a cun::idcr::tblo 
loss in the long ru11. 

I nuticccl recently considerable controYer~Y 
in reference to the appointment of a health 
officN in Brisbane. I consider that the 
appoinbnent of such an ofiiccr is e~Sl'ntial. 
\Y c reali>e that ono of the greatest problems 
the city has to face is that of public health, 
nncl before any cuts in expenditure or any 
unsound financial activity is indulged in, it 
,hould be the club- of the council to con,idc1· 
the health and ,;clfarc of the pN,plc. 

:\Ir. C\IAXWELL : They do. 

:\Ir. BRASSI:'i'GTOJ'\: Thoro is consider­
able argument over the appointment of this 
proposed health officer. I am merely raising­
the point that the works dcpartlnent c.stin1ate 
has been cut to an unjustifiable extent. The 
a:lotmcnt made could verY \Yell haYo bef'n 
adhered to uncl much of tlw respo1"ibilities 
of the city council could lwvo been met as 
the result. I think it is wrong that the 
Brisbane Citv Council chould reduce the rates 
]n an cnclea r'Our to cover up an unsatisfactorv 
positjon. ~ 

I rn·op03C to YOto for the 111Casure that 
is bc·fore the House if onlv for the reason 
that it \l'ill restore to manv thon,ancls of 
men and 1N0111Dll citizen right;:; which \\ Cl'C 
taken awav bv the late GoYcrnment. V\'hen 
that \Va.:; clonO these citiz0ns \Ycro placed on 
the san1e level as those ,vho \rere on a pre­
vious occasion disfranchised by the electoral 
laws of the Commonw~alth Parliament­
placed on the same level as those who wore 
disfranchiseLl for '"rorn1nitting offencPs or 
because of their nationality. It is indeed 
plc'l-sing to be able to restore to them their 
rights of citizenship. I venture to sav that 
after this Bill has been m ado law mi'c! put 
into operation considerable benefit \vill accrue 
to thCJ residents of the Greater Brisbane area. 

:\Ir. C. TAYLOR (Windsor) [1L8 a.m.]: 
In discu"ing this Bill it is just as well that 
IY!> :o;.hould understnnd the meaning of a llluni­
cipal local authority, its functions and method 
of control. A local authority has practic­
ally no executive powers what(lvcr; if it 
has, they arc of a minor kind. Local authori­
ties. arc controlled by Acts framed by Par­
hament, and cannot go outside that Act to 
do anything which probably they \Yould like 
to do. It has Geen stated during this 

M1·. C. Taylor.] 
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debate that the Greater Brisbane council 
i, a third parliament. It is a rather poor 
apology, for the parliament to which hon. 
member,o have referred rs g·overned and con­
trolled-and told what it has to do-by an 
Act. A Parliament creates. The Brisbane 
City Council exercises oniy delegated powers. 

The Home Secretary, and also the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley, stated that 
citizens had been disfranchised by the amend­
ing Act passed by the Moore Administration. 
In point of fa.ct, not one pt~rson has bceu 
disfranchised. Every person had the right 
to vote for his or her reprosontatiye in 
the Parliament which pa'·-cd the Act to 
which hon. members refer. 

I was very sorry to hear the remarks made 
by the Home Secretary with regard to local 
authorities generally. Ho said, in effect, 
that until the introduction of the adult 
franchi.·e no progrcss~or practically 11ono 
-had been made in the local authmity 
~treas throughout Queensland. He must 
know better than that. It was quite refresh­
ing to hear the rcn1arks that haYe been 111ade 
bv the hon. lllClnbPrs for Fortitude \-allc-.· 
and :!\I an e. They paid tribute to the past 
men1bors of local governing bodic;;;; in tho 
metropolitan area and throughout Queens­
land. One has onlv to look round in Brisbane 
and other parts "of the State to sec the 
results of the magnificent work which was 
carried out by local authorities for Yery 
many years prior to the introduction of 
the adult franchise~. In matters such as 
parks, the proyision of sewerage, and health 
matters, excellent work has been done. If 
one consults the Auditor-General's report one 
will find that Yery lar·n·e 'Llms of monev 
were borrowed by th; local authoritie's 
throughout tlw past years and that Yery 
small ar110unts of ropayn1ont ha-n:: CYPr been 
in arrears. I do 1iot refer to harbour 
boards and similar institution',• that have 
found thernselYcs in serious difficulties. The 
figures I have in mind aro a yery high com­
pliment to the local authorities \Yho haYc 
carried ant excellent work in this State. 
In addition, the expcmdituro cf the JLoncy 
has been supervised by the Department of 
Public \Yorks. All plans for local authorit:c 
loan >York must be approYed by it aml 
progress payments are rnade only with it:3 
appl'OYal. The operations of local authori­
ties arc aln1ost conlpletel:,- uDder the control 
and supcryision of the GoYcn:rrrcnt. They 
are so circumscribed by legal enactrnents 
that the local authorities arc unaule to do 
many things that they probably would like 
to do. During tho past few day,;, for 
example, a suggestion was submitted by the 
Brisbane City Council to the Home Scc:re­
tary relative to the control of the health 
of the city. The Home Secretan·. quite 
within his rights, has expressed the view 
that the proposal does not adequately meet 
the situation. There is an example of the 
control of the Brisbane Citv Council LY the 
Go.-ernment. " · 

I am opposed to the adult franchise in 
local government. It is unwise and unneces­
sary. I quite agree that the asset value of 
a community is to a very large extent a 
conrmunit~T created yalue, but the financial 
responsibility does not rest upon the whole 
community. If it is right to argue that 
every individual over the age of twenty-one 
years should be allowed to exercise the 
franchise in municipal government, then 
every individual of that age should carry 

[Jfr. C. Taylor. 

his share of the financial responsibility. We 
hold that the occupier is deserving of equal 
recognition with the ratepay('r in this matter, 
but it is wrong to allow e.-ery incli.-idual 
in the community OYer the age of twenty-ono 
years to vote at local authority election-. 
After the passage of thi, Bill tLere will 
be fo-:1r votes in tny lwrne irHtead of ono, 
and that will probably apply in the homes 
of many other hon. members. The Dill 
simply provides for a system of plural vot­
ing, a system roundly condemned by hon. 
members opposite in the past. It will prob­
ably mean three, four, five, or six addi­
tional votes in every honw, auJ that is 
plural Yoting in the worst possible form. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 'There -mnst be 
three or four citizens in vour bon10 if thoro 
will be three or four additional .-otcrs. 

Mr. C. TAYLOR: Y ~s, and g·oocl citizens 
too. There will be three or four additiorwl 
voters but still only one citizen pays the 
bill. The city progre.sscd in f]Uito a l·eason· 
able manner in the days gone by prior to 
the introduction of the adult fl'anchiJe in 
local authority affairs. TJJO :\c]etropolitan 
\Y at er Supply and Sewerage Bon i'd "as 
originally established during the reg·imo of 
the Dcnham-Bal'JWS C:oYernment but 1t 
bccamo a political lnstitution aln ,J.st at thc~ 
outset. Tho dreadful financial rness even­
tually created b,, the board c.,n be attri­
buted to the fact that it was largely a 
political institution. En~ntually its finan­
cial position bccarne so hopcJe-:;s that tho 
Govcrnme11t of the clav-I tLink l\lr. J\lcCor­
rnack was Prernier-bec~·.n1c so " fed np" 
with its mlsrnanagoment and its loss of tens 
of thousands of pounds that they thrust 
the institution on to the Brisbane Citv Coun­
cil without seeking the Yievo, s of thr; board 
itself. The Brisb dJO City Council >Yas not 
responsible for the tremendous load of debt 
accumulated by the Metropolitan \Yatcr 
Supply and Sewerage Board. It \\as accu­
mulated by a purely political board which 
had for many years controlled affairs in 
connection with water and sewerage in thlS 
city. To the Brisbane City Council was 
entrusted the Herculean task of straighten­
ing out the finances of that authority. 

I do not sav tbat the Brisbouo Citv Conncil 
is by any ,;lOans perfect, but . it 1"'' dmH 
\·crv excellent y;ork. l agree \Vlth t.bo :·~'l1tl­
me;1ts of the hon. member for Hol'titudr 
Vallo'· that the amalgamation of all loco i 
;mtho"ritit, '.Yithin the area of the city of 
Bri·~hano has worked out to the ar!Yclntno·p 
of the city. During the la·-t two or t]F,·o 
)·cnrs the Brisbane City Coun<:1l h·1s cc~rtttlli]J 
had the ad.-antag-e of intern; :ttont re lid 
labmn· and uneirll)lO\.Incnt relief fu:Hb p1·0 
YiclcJ. by the Go~·crillllCl1i', and the se fncL< 
ha Ye greatly .assisted in the <'arr_rjllg out ,:f 
its activities. The citY arr1 W<J5 noy;:·t tn 
a better condition thari it is to-drry. :C.Tuch 
of that improYemcnt has been broug·ht uboni. 
by the employment of relief labour. and, 
ihordorc, can be attributucl to the' depres· 
si on. If it had not been for the dopn..:~.· >m 
I do not believe that the hyg·icnic condition 
of the city would hav,, reached it, rn·nscnt 
high standard. The construction of bitcllnon 
roads, water channels. and footpaths lw.-c 
all coEtributed to this desirable st.rrte of 
affairs. 

It was quite rc'freshinp; to hear the hon. 
members for Marce and Fortitude Valley 
paymg tribute to the valuable work per­
formed by those gent.lern0n vvho were in 
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char~e of loc.1l authority ttdrninistration in 
this city prior to the creation of the Gr~..,ater 
1\ri,;]xmc authority. It i,_ only right that 
onch tribute should be paid to their- serYicC'. 
. .\11 ihis ,;,·urk ·was c;t,rried out withoui ernotLl­
ment. exeepting an annual al1o\YallC(' to tllc 
nw.Yor or chainnan in each C.lSl'. TJH:r > 
for~·, the Yery bc''t tbanks of the COll1nlnnity 
sLonlcl be tcndc·rccl to them for their Yolun­
tary labours in developing the city i,o H1'-~ 
state in v,hich the ]Jrcsent council found it. 

\York Lv ever-,~ 1uan an cl w01nan is necl ,­
sary in !iw ir{terests of the C01n1nunity. 
X o one will den-:~ the a~s~rtion that t.h0 
value of ork ~£ individual8 cannot be 
a;;-;c'3sed on an equal basi~. That vriucjple 
applies in local government. iYe cannot 
as,,c --_; every persoE in the conrn1nnlty at 
one and the ::,anre value. Differentiation 
n1u~t bo nuuJc in every walk of li fc. Those 
pe1 ons in the conllllUllity wl10 by lJu:->inn.:-s 
abiEty and intelligence urauage thc:ir l_m:-:i­
llC~--~t'" cfllcientl_v, or haYc been fortnuute 
enough to accun1ulate vropL•rty, shor:_1d 
n cciyc consideration in any decision as to 
'\Yhat franchise~ should operate, in order tlw.t 
thcv C'Oncinue their lJLhlnr~J actiYities 
for~ tho not rncrcly of thcHlsolvo.':l but 
nf the community. iVhat YYe "ant 
at the present tirue is~ successful bns1nc"~s. 
\Ye clo not v ant lc~·islation hich will 
jrnpedt• or ~trangle rndu;:;t1·y, bccansc in 
the present ~trug-gle it is Dot \vorth one's 
\YL!1c contiLulng in the face of supcr­
cliffkultic<. S~·rnpathetic consideration must 
be sho·wn to bu..siness if its pron1otcn; at'e to 
.survive _the dern·ession through which \YC 

are pas~1ng. 
If it is good to adopt the principle of Uw 

executive sy.stcH1 in Parlimnent \rhv should 
it not he "applicable to the affair~ of Lho 
citv? It ha:3 been found cffici 1~1lt in con­
ducting the affairs of Parliament and the 
State, for in the Cabinet wc iwYo the 
exccutln_• ;.-ysten1. Therefore-, it i~ only 
right and prOllCr that the executi\·e systcu1 
shonld have a fair trial in the Rri,3Un.ne Citv 
CounciL The systcn1 has nut broken C10\YJ1 

there·, as ~ome hon. membnrs would lead 
us to believt'. Our executive rnanagen_; 
would not he human if the.v dirl not err at 
tirne~. The business of the council is 
out rnnch Inon_: cxveditiousl? than 
was controlll'cl by the obco)cte 
f'·-stNn. The executive sy ,tmn should not 
sCntpp(d; it j~ worthy Of a longer 'Lrial. 

Tht. gru1h:.l'it objection 1 see to the clcc­
ticm of mayor by the popular vote is that an 
individual n1av be e]ectPd i:o that high and 
im110rtant office without po~se· .. jng tlv 
requisite CXllcriencc in local goYer11n1ent or 
public 'vork. It is quite possible that such 
a n1an rnight be elected, an cl it i:-3 .-: "s0ntial 
that we choulcl try to avoid ;m:· such pos,i· 
bility. From my m,·n CX)XTience of local 
gov0rnrncnt -,york I kno\Y tl1at :;;o -oon as all 
election has been completed th"re has been 
considerable discussion by the elected repre­
sentativcs a•- to who should be appointed 
may;or or chairn1an. l\1ore often than 110t a 
un~nimous sc!Pction has not been marlc. At 
all events, even that svstem was preferable 
to the one propo:sed in this Bill, b x 1mo th<~ 
grLat danger to be avoided is the appoint­
n1cnt of a nlaYor or chairn1an \Yho nHlv be 
entirely out of"sympathy with, and may h>tve 
no ref[ard for the wishes of the majority of 
his colleagues. 

I am opposed to tho idea of adult franchise 
in the municipal sphere, because that system 

does not work out to tho benefit of the 
citv. Ccrtainlv the iirst Greater 13ri:o-.bane 
t·oL~ncil v~ as olCct"d on the adult franchise, 
bnL dc~pitP that, it corn11rised a rnajority of 
rC'fli'l' cutat.ives opposed to Labon:r. That 
council did excellent work in co-orL1ilntti.ug 
the activities of the loL.l.l ant.l!oritic.;; that 
IYCre ab~orbed in the Greater Brisl-ane arc 
\Y1H n one recalls that, in addition, tho 
l<·ork of straightPning o lt the taugle of 
tho ::\lctropolitan \\'at l' Supp];,· and Sl'wor­
age Board \,7(:1'3 tln·ust npo11 thP council, ono 
can ,;'lJpreciatP tl::C' e:dPnt of the good 

,.,-as done. The O\Yllf'r-occupier 
is the proper ono for local gcn·crn­
aml especially is that so in the city 

J'\Ir. CO~~HOY (JLo ·wwu) [11.27 a. m.]: I 
quite agu'P ·with the hon. TIH'rnLcr for 
\\"illd,or that Uw functions nf a local 
;:ntboio1t: .. T are very i111pori:ant. _Anyone 1Yflo 
llas had local authority experic:nce will rc-Dhs(~ 
that. The hon. member also stat· cl that it 
,,-as the proper thing for all the per )le to 
have the OlllJOrtunity of electing Incrnl-1Cl'S of 
Parliawcnt who enacted the !o·1l gm·crn­
Inent law~. That is correct. I disagree, 
l1owcYer, with the hon. n1en1bcr \Yhen he 

that all the people ~houlrl not bave 
opportunity of electing local authority 

rep1·csentativE'S. If it is right and IJropPr 
fr)l' members of Parlinmellt, who enact 
local goyernment law, to be elected by the 
people, then surely it j, equally right :Uld 
proper for loc.>.l authority rc-pr-csentatiYcs~ 
who administer the loc·,.l goYernmont law, 
also to be elected by the people. 

The main prm'isions of this Dill may be 
surnrnari~,ccl as-

1. ~\dult franchise. 

2. Elec:tion of n1ayor b:- tllc c'lc: Jrs. 

3. Abolition of the execut~Ye sy~tem. 

4. I-Iearing appeals against valuations. 

Sonw ycar3 ago a ratepayer frnnchi;;:'J was 
in operation. \Yhcn the City of llrisbalw 
Art bcrarue opcrati,-e in 192-L it 11rovHlcd 
for an adult franchise, but the le ,i•!ation 
pa~ ,,ed L:v t.hc l\loore Go\-crnruent in 1~30 
alt< !'cc! that c,vctcm to one of an occuprcr 
franchi~c. Tlle reason for the change is 
prob:tbly best !mown to hon. membcr5, \Yho 
arc DO\\' ~itting on the Oppo..::ition br·;H·}_Jc~. 
The old ratern1yer franchi:-.e \Ya"' rc-tnctn·c. 
but. the OCCllllier franchise ~ls ~tlll DlOl'E.· 

re'-trictivc <-Ul~l made no allowance for the 
intPrests of tbo:oO who \Yf'l'C gcnnlncl~­
Pntitled to a Yotc in the eondud of th' 
citv's affairs. The hon. ITlf'nlbc-r for Logan 
a1·;rued that onlv a bona fide O('Cnpit•r of a 
pr~perty wa' o~titlccl to a VOH'. 'J'lwt is 
{'01Tect to a certain cxtcut. although the 
pt·ivilPge if' givQn under th_,· occnpier fran­
ehi~c enabling one per~on to haYO HlOre than 
one vote. 

1 would call attention to the clefmition of 
1

\ Ou'upicl·" ln "The City of Dri~banc Act 
,\m,mhnent Act of 1930,'' namely:-

"The person in actual occupation of 
any land; or if there is no person In 
acm I occuprrtion. the person entitled to 
po:"St, ~ion thereof." 

That ,cecms, on the face of it, to be quite 
r 'a son able. Subsection (1) of section 10 of 
that Act statrs-

" At the election of an alderman each 
elector shall have one yotc only." 

Mr. Conroy.] 
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But paragraph (iii.) of 'ubscction (4) pro'>-ides 
the opporturnty for a person to have more 
than one vote. It states-

" 'When a corporation is the occupier 
of rateable land, such corporation shall, 
in \vriting, request the nou1e of son1c 
orw person to be entered in the occu­
picl·~' rl'gister as the occupier of surh 
land, ar1d the name of such person shall 
be enrolled on the Yotcrs' roll." 

The definition of "Corporation'' in the Act 
i:; as follows:-

c _,_\uy con1pnny, finn) pctrtncrship, cor­
por~ltion, a~:-3ociation, body of persons 
eorpc,l·atc or unincorporate, or joint 
O\YllCl'S or tcnallts in C'Olll!l!Oll, or joi11t 
lessee:-; n1oro than tY,'O in nu1nber.'' 

Tht~rcforc, any person who is net an occupier 
cou Id obtain n Yoto or a number of Yotcs 
by bPing nnninatcd b~, a. cornpany, finn, 
partnl'i'S1Jip, or as~ociation. 

As au illu:;.trntion of that I n1ight giYe the 
case "of n partlll'l':--;hip, firrn, or a.:3..,oci.ation 
in Brisbnnc, for in~tance, comprisinr- rnoro 
thnn t \,eo 1wr uns. E~ch rnon1ber of the flnn 
\Yould Jw .,-o a yoto for hi":l re -id•'ncc. Thev 
. Guld th0n rwrninato any person to e:s:.orci:-:;~~ 
a. Yoie fol' the property which they occupied 
in Quc(·n strePt. Po;;-.;iblv sonlL' hon. nwnl­
bcrs arc• c1oubtf~Jl as to thC rorrc'ctnoss of this 
ir~tcrJJret-1tiou. During the last rnunicip~d 
election in Hon1a the rnatter cropped up, 
and the cx-I-I01:1e Sccrctarv and the solicitor 
for t)l(> local authority there nch-ised to the 
!'ffcct that onP person could be norninated 
b.v all the different cornpanies carrying on 
busincs" there. In order to satisfy l10n. 
members on the ·ubject, I will state what 
occurn:>d. 1-\. n1an \vho occupied his ovvn 
hou2e was enrolled as the occupier of the 
house, ~111cL jn addition, was norninatod, 
first, by the ::\lotor Sales Service Corr1pany, 
then by anoth0r busjnoss co1npnny, the Ron1a 
Oil Corporation, Limited, and then by the 
Lander Oil Cmnpany. Kono of those com­
panic•s \YCI'f~ occupiers jn the sense of being 
property-O\Yners, or having residences in the 
Roma 1nuniciprrlity. 

.'..n OPPOSITION ]\lE~IBER: T'hey were rate­
p~yers. 

:!\fr. CO:\"HOY: That is not tlle point. It 
'" ·"'" <Hl occupier franchise, not_ .a, ratcpnyer 
franclli'l'. L:'ndc-r the occUpiCl' franchise 
tliCl'n j:-; nn opportunity for one ruan to obtain 
rnorP tLan one YOb:, and that i5 one of the 
grcate:;;t \Yec.kncssos in the City of Bri:::bano 
Act. If it is good enough for a person to 
han' one .-ote for election of members of 
Par1i:unont, then ]t. is good e~1ough for ono 
man to lwYe ono yote for the election of au 
aldcnnan on a 1nunicipal council. That is 
an instance 1vhore, under the occupier fran­
chise, one n1an was privileged to haYe n1ore 
than one Yote. Ft+rthcr, I know of a case 
~dwr£' a rnan owns a piece of land of about 
2 ac _·cs. IIis honse is situated on ono corner 
of the ar;•a. The husband, ae the occupier, 
obtained a Yote for the home. His wife 
claimed that sho was the occupier of the 
adjoining piece of land; his son clai1nod he 
"''" the occupier of the land next adjoin­
ing, and then the daughter-not to bo out­
dmJe-claimecl that she was the occupier of 
another portion of the land. The remlt 
was that for ono piece of land on which the 
rates w,_·ro being paid by one person four 
votes were incorpora tee] in one individual. 
That is the franchise that hon. members 
oppogite desire in preference to the ono 

[lllr. Conroy. 

"hich I claim is the fair and proper way 
of electing not only members of Parliament, 
but n l;-3o rnembors of local goYernin:; bodies. 

""Ir. C:. TAYLOR: You are givi11g four ,-otes 
in 1ny hou~e instead of one. 

:;'\lr. COKHOY: That is so; ancl 3.rc the 
nther 111C'1nber:-:: of the household not just as 
tnudl entitled to a Yote? ~ot one person 
iu ihc hon. nu:rnber's hon~c \vill g·ct rnore 
than ono vote. That is the point. 

).Ir. C. 'l'AYLOR: Xo. 

}fr. CONROY: 21[y experience is that the 
doction of the mayor by tlw people is the 
proper meth0d to adopt. Anym;e wbo has 
lw cl exneriencc in rnunicip1.l and local autho­
riv n;atters knows the groat arnount . of 
'' J.Og-rolling" thnt is dow~ in connection 
1·.ith the election of a mayor. 

f.Ir. 11AXWELL: You muct ha \'e bccl1 in bad 
cOlnpany. 

:\Tr. COKROY: Probably I was. "\ man 
c ,nnot always choose his own company. The 
];-on. rnerr1ber was at one tinH? 1nayor of 
Bri::;bane, and, no doubt, he knows the 
position . 

:\fr. }JAXWELL: Ko. 
:J,Ir. co~ncrY: I \YDS nw:cn~ of Rmna on 

rhrcc occasions. The proper s~-·::::.tn1l is one 
\\~hicl1 allows the electors to haYe tho sa1ne 
opportunity of choosing the oc:urant ;Jf tho 
1na voral chair as th( y ha Ye o[ electing the 
rdcfCrrncn. 

I do not know of any fairer or ~nore ru­
sonablo InPthod thau .allowing a pobcc n1agls­
LJ'(lto to deal with appeaL; agai11st vah~a­
tion-. 'That s";stcn- cxl.:;ts in local authorities 
octlside the c'itv of Brisbane. Why should 
lt liOt ex1st h(;'re? It is ju:t as. fair and 
reasonablt to allow <t police mag1~trate to 
ft.-cidc rnatters of valuation as it is _to allow 
l1im to dccldo on other rnattcrs \Yl1lch come 
!Jnforo him. 

l admit that I ha.ve not had much experi­
•'ttce of tho executive sysicnl. o;orin~ to the 
fact that I am not living in the ctty. My 
o\, n experience, ho\YCY~l', is th~t those cxccu­
t i ,.e functions should be earned out by a 
c0mmittee appointed by the aldermen. I 
t·o•c particularly to deal with tho matter of 
Cl·L1ult franchisr, ar1d I arn very pleased that 
~-:1p Hornc SC'cretarv has brought do\Yll a 
Bill to restore it to" the people of Brisbane. 
l ha \'O no knowkdge of any ill-dfects result­
ing fro1n adult franchise in local goyern­
ulcnt D1?.ttcrs. 

:.VIr. TOZER (Uympie) [11.42 p.m.]: \Yhen 
the City of Brisbane Act wa' pa"ecl t ho 
new Brisbane Citv Conncil had to assume 
control of all th~ local authorit;es within 
the prescribed area ami re<pomibi!ity for 
the indebtednPss incurred b'" them. Just 
rrior to that time the difforer]t local. anthori­
ties within the area deemed rt adVIsable to 
expend considora ble sums . of money. in the 
interests of their rcspcctiYe localrties. A 
tremendous debt had been accumulated and 
the new Brisbane City Council had a very 
hard road to hoe. Bowever, substantial 
nrooTO:'i:' \Yas 1nadc. and I regret that the 
1Vlir~ister should have deemed it advisable 
to speak in a derog~tory ~v of thJ) men 
who had been associated With the Yarwus 
local authorities taken over by the Brisbane 
City Council. It cannot be denied th";t 
considerable progress was made m the dn­
ferent areas prior to the passage of the 
City of Brisbane Act and that considerable 
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improvement has been effected since that 
time. Visitors who have returned to the 
city after years. of absence speak in glowing 
terms of the wonderful improvements car­
ried out in the city. In the early clays that 
part of Milton just to the rear of the site 
of the present State school for boy J was a 
tca-trl c::. S\\arnp. The nrea has been drained 
and wonderful improvements have been 
made. The same can be said of manv other 
parts of the city. In the earlv davs the 
chairman of the local authorit'v was the 
only person entitled to remunoi·ation, the 
councillors giving their services free to the 
community. It was only when the City 
of Brisbane Act was passed that it was 
deemed advisable to pay the members of 
the council for their services. I do not 
ea vi] at that. 

The Act pa.•·sccl in 1930 bv the late Govern­
ment was passed with the 'object of provid-­
mg a better 'ystem of management for the 
crty. The now executive system was an 
irnproverucnt on dre old com1nittec systen1J 
but as it has been in operation for only 
three years a reasonable time has not elapsed 
to ascertain whether it has been the succocs 
which was anticipated. The hon. nwmbcr 
for Fortitude Valley argued that if the 
executive systen1 were to prevail there would 
be no need for the existence of the council. 
The same can be said of this Parliament. 
The bulk of the work is carried out by the 
Cabinet. I cannot see much need for the 
J'e,t of ;1_' n1P1nbcrs of this Lcgi~laturc. \Ye 
might just as well not be here, for all the 
nghts that we can exorcise on behalf of 
the people. 
. The hon. member also said that the Oppo­

sltJOn were opposed to all democratic legis­
lation. 1\"el are not oppo,2d to Jemocmtic 
legislation. but \YC do cncleaY01H to irr1proYo 
the Bills that arc introduced bv the Govern­
ment. \Vhen the hon. member 'sat in opposi­
tion he , .. as the greatest culprit in opposing 
mea.snre-s Introduced bv the Govern1ncnt of 
tlre clay. He opposed practically every mea­
sure that was introduced. His arguments 
this morning were merely an echo of the 
arguments advanced by the :.\Iinistcr in 
introducing the Bill. It was splendid prona­
gancla by the Government inten,dod for con­
sumptJOn by the general public. The Minis­
ter repeatecllv referred to tho rich and the 
poor. 1JJl(l('l'v esisting iaxaiion it is practi­
cally irnpos~iblC' fo.r any person in this State 
to become we a !thy. That is proved bv an 
analysis of the incidence of income tax.' An 
income of £5,000 a year is taxed hv the Com­
missioner of Taxes· to tho extent· of £3,000, 
and ihere 1s onlv a chfforence of £13 if the 
income happens to be £10,000. How can any 
person become wealthy under such taxation! 
A few people may possess assets valued at 
large amounte, but they arc either mort­
gaged or frozen. The wealthy alluded to 
b;- hon. mcmbc''s opposite n1erely possess 
paper wealth. 

I take exception to tho statement of the 
Homo Secretary that the working class is tho 
most honest section of the community. No 
person can 11ick out any section in the com­
l11unity and say that it is rnore honest tl1an 
another. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The whole of the 
argument on your side is to the effect that 
ihe people who do not pay rates are rogues 
an cl not worth a vote. 

Mr. TOZER : That has not been contended 
for one moment. There are black sheep in 

evorv section of the people, as well as good 
people. 

'l'he main principle in this amending legis­
lation is the granting of adult franclnse. 
The Government believe in adult franchise 
because they get an advantage from it. If 
they did not get an advantage they wonld 
not be such ardent exponents of it. The 
Minister made a statement that under the 
owner-occupier franchise introduced by the 
l\1ooro Administration 79,495 voters appeared 
on the rolls of the citv of Brisbane, while 
the number on the State rolls under the 
popular franchise for the same area was 
174.189. Ho contcndPd therefore that the 
amended franchise disfranchised 94,894 voters. 
'l'hcy were not really disfranchised at all 
because thev were not entitled to the local 
authority f1·anchisc. The principle fought 
for during 1nany years was " no taxation 
without representation." \Vl1y not apply 
the converse and say, " No representation 
without ta,,ation ?" The conc"cling of adult 
franchise confers on the people pow,'rs to 
elect persons to local authorities although 
thev are non-ratepayers. Power can be given 
to 'such elected representatiYes to impose 
aclrlitional taxation on owners of property. 
That is the danger we must frrco under 
aJult franchise. The Minister contended 
that adult franchise had brought about 
improYcd conditions in the city. lie believes 
that under this ne'>~ svstem Labour wrll 
control the new city cot~ncil. The greatest 
1nistake ever made in local governrnent 
matters was the introduction of party poli­
tiu. It is far better that party politics 
,hould bo eschewed in local government and 
that its representatives should be elected on 
merit only. Under this n;casure Labo_nr 
politics must be introduced mto the a!farrs 
of this city, because Labour w;ll nommate 
its ticket and that forces rts pohtrcal 
opponents to nominate candidates. 

I submit that the n'introduction of t!Jc 
adult franchise in the case of the City of 
Bri:3hane will mean the cnfranch1scrnf"nt for 
1oca.l authority purpo:::;cs of n1_an~7 people \vho 
ha1·e no stake in the city at all. J',Iany of 
these people may not be rc".idents of tho c1ty 
in the true sense of the \rorcl. They may 
come to the city, stay suflicicntly long to 
qualify for enrolment. vote, ancl then move 
on. It is in viC\Y of those ClrCulTISi anccs that 
we on this side do not apprOYC of the adult 
franchi-se but favour the ovYllL'r-occuplcr 
franchise in local gO\·ernmcnt affairs. 

The hon. member for J',laranoa argued 
against the <?'YlH?r-oC;cupier fra1~chise on .the 
"round that rt pcrmrttecl pluralrty of votmg, 
~nrl in support of his contention the .hon. 
member cited the caw of certain corporatwns. 
I contend, however, that if such a corpora­
tion were a ratepayer it had every right to 
delegate its authority to vote to one of rts 
officers. Then the hon. member quoted an 
instance in which four votes had been 
recorded in respect of one allotment of land. 
It may ha Ye happened that the land _in ques­
tion "·as an area of 1 acre, subdJVrdccl for 
ownerBhip purposes into four parts, but in 
actual fact not subdivided bv fences. If four 
persons were registered as t'ho ovvners of the 
four blocks in question, each would b'l 
entitled to a vote; but if one person worn 
the owner of the four blocks he only would 
be enti tlccl to vote, and then only once. As 
a matter of fact, conversely I could give 
instances where people who were actually 
paying tho rates did not vote, the right being 

Mr. Tozer.] 
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_"xerciscd by a tenant or a share-fanner jn 
possession of the land. I still contend that 
the o\vner-occupier franchise is fair and 
equitable. I do not approve of P:<tcnding 
the privncge of Yoting in the local govern­
lnent sphere to a person vvho has no rcspon­
sibilitv in that connection. 

l\1r." FOLEY: But thcs0 people have interests 
to be conserved. 

Mr. TOZER: \Vhy not give w;cry one the 
right to vote in the affairs of the _unions? 
vY c are ali interested. You only grve your 
financial members the right to vote. 

Jilr. SPBAKEH: Order! I hope the hon. 
member ,,-ill add re ,s the Chair and will not 
invite argu1nent. 

Mr. TOZER: On'.v the members or a com­
pany~ association, Or other such orgal~isa­
tion arc <'ntitlod to a voice in the arlmmis­
tration of its affairs. 1\" o outsiclcrs arc 
pcrrnittcd to interfere. The chairman or 
governing officer of the organisation is 
elected usuallv bv the committee aopointed 
b7 the rncmb~rs. " Why should there be any 
different system in local government adminis­
tration in Brisbane? 

J'dr. FoLEY: Thoro is no analogy. 

l\1r. TOZER: There is. An exceptionally 
good rn.an n1a.v br-~ a candidate for the rnayor­
ship. Such candidates are generally leading 
men in a corrununjty, and if they are beaten 
they cannot obtain a scat on the council. 
Would it not be far better if eome provision 
were made under which, although they were 
beaten in the election for mayor or chair­
man, they could be allowed to take up 
the position as aldermen? It would be 
advantageous to have- their services. I con­
sider it is a mistake to go back to the system 
of the election of mayor by ali the people, 
be< a use it is pos',ible that a man ,,,ho h~" not 
taken a \rery actlse p.art in n1unicipal affaits 
mav have becornc a favourite V>ith certain 
sectiom and may be appointed to the position. 
The objective of the Bill, I take it, is to 
get the best men po•sible on local authorities. 

1'he system of appeal against valuations 
is to be altered by the Bill. The system 
brought about by the Act of 1830 was intro­
duced with the idea of simplyfying matters 
and helping the ratepayers. It has had a 
trial for only three years, and now the 
Government think it advisable to go back to 
the system of appealing to a police magis­
trate. I have no objection to appettls being 
Inade to a police rnagistrate other than on 
tho ground of the delay which takes place. 
If there arc many appeals the time of the 
police magistrate is taken up to such an 
extent that he cannot attend to all of them 
promptly. \Ye haYe knm'u appeal courts 
in connection with countrY shires to last 
six weeks. lf both parties" arc represented 
bv counsel considcrabl<~ delav is necessarilv 
incurred. I do llOt know whether it is not 
a retrograde step to depart from the present 
system of appeal. It is the practice of local 
authorities to appoir,t a committee to investi­
gate appeals and make suggestions. I do 
not know whether that practice is adopted in 
the Brisbane City Council, but in the country 
very often fifty or sixty out of lOO appeals 
can be settled ,,-ith reasonable compromises, 
and the balance only come before the police 
magistrate. If that practice is adopted here 
I see no objection to the system. Our aim 
is to help the ratepayers to get their appeals 
settled in the cheapest and most reasonable 
way. 

[J111·. Tozer. 

Those are main provisions of the Bill, 
which I trust will work in the way the 
Government think it will-I do not say that 
a Labour council will !Je elected-and in 
the best interests of the city of Brisbane. 
Brisbane is the capital of the State and the 
people in the country look to Brisbane fat' 
an example. The people in outside districts 
considered at one time that Brisbane was a 
good place in which to invest their capital. 
I ha YO had instances of people coming to me 
with money to invest on condition that it 
must be invested in Brisbane, which was 
going ahead. They said they could see that 
Brisbane was the best place for im·ostment. 
But the position has been altcn'cl. because 
owing to the heavy rating in Brisbane pro­
perties haYe become more or lesB valueless. 
People arc not now looking to Brisbane as 
the place in which to innst their funds. 
Neadv all tlJG businuses in the State hccvo 
their "hc-adquartcrs in Bri,obano, w that we 
all hayc an interest in the progress of Bris­
bane. \Vo do not want to see further taxa­
tion impoccd. Brisbane is c_trrying re JJ1y 
more than it can afford at the present time. 
Our suggc,stion is that taxation should be 
reduced and private industry given a chance. 
I trust that the Bill will work out as satis­
factorily as the Minister thinks it will. 

T\ir. BAYLEY (rrymwm) (12.5 p.m.:: 
There arc rnany points on v;,rhlch I Gnd 
mpel£ differing with the members of the 
GoYernrnent on this Bill, but I rccognEe 
tLat mo't of those things are simply matten 
of opinion; for instance, ,vhet.hcr the c~ty 
'ha.!! be govcrnecl under the oxccutn,c 
svstcm or under the old cormmtteo 
1vhctlrcr the election of mavor shall 
the hands of the council or bv tlw of 
the people. I do not JH'OJlosc to di,,:u ss 
tho-3: ,~ things this rnorning, lL'Ca u:::e, to 112 .'/ 

tniud, they arc s1nall in conrparison \Yitl1 
what mav be termed tlre principle of tllC' 
13ill, that is, the question of the franchise. 
In addres~ing then.1sclvcs to this Bill, . hop. 
members oppo,ite lraYe stated that the Bno, 
bcwe City Council is in reality a form of 
parliament. The hon. member for Maranoa 
clrc\\ the analogy lJetweon thi,, House and 
the citv council. 1-Ie said that bocau:e 
rnc•mber:., of Parliament were elected L.v 
t;opular franchise, so also should tho 
aldermen. :\either he nor anv other 
metnber· rnade any endeavour 'to prove the' 
analogy. \Ye know what Parliament is, 
We krrow the powers that are ycstccl Ill 

Parliament. They arc of three _kindo­
judicial, legislative, and adn1inistrah_ve .. _lt 
is true that we lmve delegatee! our ]udrc;al 
powers to the . judiciary, but. wo ha Ye 
retained our legislative IJO\VCl':-5 rn full and 
\Ye haYe dcleaatecl our adn1injRtrr1tiYc po\rcr:-; 
to tlrc nrcmt1ers of the Cabinet. althou!fll 
at the same time we resenc tlre right to 
criticise a11d take action if rwce~sary. TlL' 
Br,isbane Citv Council has no judicial pow'T: 
it has no legislative power, if we exclude 
the rio·ht to draw up ordinances. Any body 
of me~ which has administrative power only 
is not a parlia1ncnt and thorc is no a~alogy 
between this Parliarnont and tho Bnsban(~ 
City Council. Under its powers of adminis­
tration the Brisbane City Council has a verY 
1vidc scope of action. It deals almo't 
entirely with those things that most affect 
the daily life of its people-the citizens of 
Brisbane. Carrying out its duties, it is corr;­
nelled to expend vast sums of mmJev. The 
iH·ivilcgc of doing these things is- ac~om­
panied by a responsibility and a duty. 'That 
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duty is to levy taxes on the people of this 
citv, 3ufficicent to cover the expenditure. 
Th~1so tax0s take the forn1 of rates, alld it 
is limited only in the amount of rate,; it 
may ]e,·y, fir,tly, by tho need, and secondly 
by the abilit; of the ratcpayPrs-togcthe,-, 
of course, \\·ith their forbearancr~. \Ye n1ust 
not, overlook that aspect of this que ·tion, 
and we ~hould SP(; to it that 11othing IS 
pla(·od on the statute.Look to rob the people 
\YliO ::;hou1d ha\·o the power to control tlw 
exp~·ncllture of HlOney and to sp:· that it is 
propcrl1· · fH 1.t. \Vhat do ihc Gove1·mnont 
}Jl'OJWSP to do 'f Tlwy propo::<c to extencl the 
franchi -o to P\'E'l'.Y adult citiz·en. 

(;-cn·EIC\~lE::\1' )IE~IBERS: l-lcar, hear 1 

I\lr. 13_,\ YLE Y: I-ion. members say, " Ile2_r. 
hear :" Vl'h'lt is the result? Hon. members 
Ol1llOsite will recognise that it i;-) just a:' 

that a machine may be stopped 
r·equirccl as it is that it n1ay be ::;tartc•cL 

The more direct the control over the rnachin,, 
the bcttPr for all concerned. So long as 
control of the citv council is vested in the 
ratcpc~crs, tktt contw! is direct; subject 
to certain limitations, it is itnmediatc~. If 
the mouey th11t the people pay in the form 
of rates is 1nissvcnt, either intentionally or 
nnintenti01u!ly, ihose people lwve it within 
thr,ir po\ver io say to t.hc people "\vho are 
~}lending· this 1noney, "You shall continue 
no longer in ch;;_rgc o£ the affairs of thi 
city." lion. Ine1nbcrs opposite n1ay clai1n 
that that \Yill be the position under this 
Bill, tlwt it \Yill be in ihc hands of the 
citizens to "It is our intention to 
replace ;:ou the next election." But 
that action is slow, and is not direct for the 
reason that under. its proposal the Govern· 
ment will place alongside the people ·.··ho 
f1nd the monev tens of thousands of other 
people "·ho r 1:0 not interc-.ted in how that 
1noncy is f'pcnt. 

A GovEmomc;T 1V1E1IBER: 'They are 
intere·7:ted. 

l\Ir. DAYLEY: Those people arc on!~· 
actuated by the desii'G to have as much 
n1oney spent as po;;:'3ible. 

A GovERX}fEXT lHE;\fBER: Kot necessarily. 

Mr. DAYLF:Y: They are not called upon 
to furnish anv of the monev. I admit that 
the common ,·cnse of the average elector will 
in the long run sec to it that justice is done 
to the ratcpavers of the city. not because 
he desir0s justice to be ·clone, but because it 
does not pay hin1, as a citizen, to haYe 
money ili-spont over a lengthy period, For 
a short period it may pav him, but sooner 
or later the conclusion will be forced upon 
him thai. whilo.t at the outset it was to his 
arlYant.ngc to seck Hw prc<:::pnt gain, in the 
fmal analvsis he has lost. Before he comes 
to that realisation much damage will have 
hl ·"n dono to the city and to the rateparers 
in that they will have boon called upo1i to 

more than they should have paid for 
Llpkcep of the city. 

:\Ir. FoLEY: You nre building up an 
i1naginary c11se. 

;\Jr. BA YLEY: I am not. I am building 
up a case based upon my knowledge of what 
h -.s occurred in Brisbane during the past 
!I'll tn fifteen vnars. The hon. member for 
:'i'ormanlw kn;Jws that the Brisbane Citv 
Council i~ constituted as it is to.day because 
tho things to which I have referred did 
occur, and that the people realised that 
,,-hilst the previous council spent much money 

c,n their oe>half, eventually it was not to 
!l,cir good, but led to their undoing. 

'l'hn Home Secretary has argued that it 
would Le undemocratic to have other than 
thP adult franchise; but be exhibits a wrong 
idea of democracy. If democracy demands 
rhat something shall be given to those people 
'sho are not entitled to it, and that those 
people who are entitled to something shall 
Le dcpri "'cl of it, then dmnocrccy must fail. 
It \.ill fail becau"e justice will no longer 
0nter iuto its schmne of affairs. That is all 
I ask: I ask that the GoYornmeut. through 
rhis Bill, give justiue to those people YYhO 

arc compelled to contribute the expense of 
nuu1ing this city-the ratepayers. 

J.Il·. FOLEY: rrhat rneans an injustice to 
th:: ~e \Yho create the value. 

).fl·. BAYLEY: The hon. member for 
~; onnrrnbv \Yould not have l1is idc a carried 
to its lng~( .1l conclusion. Ilo argue,, that the 
p opie \Yho do not pay rate. and taxes by 
tLcir ]<:Lbour assist those \Yho o'>nl the 

•orH~rt:v- to pay them. 
C\Ir. FoLEY: HcHr, hc.tr! 

BAYLEY: \Vou]d tho hon. rru·tnbcr 
the graziers and oth('r prin1ary 

nroduct'l'S ''"ho the finnnci;d insbtu-
t ions i 1~ this city 

~·.lr. CI.E!l'OX: If they liwcl in this city. 

::\Ir. BAYLEY: \Youlcl the hon. member 
for Ips,vich enfrar:.chise the poople '"ho live 
in the iY est and who send down their thou­
ancls. tens of thotu',ands, and hundreds of 
tl1ou~anc1s of pounds each year to the 
rctu ilcrs of this city 1 

:\Ir. FoLEY: They ha Ye votes in their own 
an:- a. 

::\lr. BA YLEY: Thev haw. I a,k for 
jue;;ic~. and justice onfy. I ask that the 

ople who find the money should call the 
tunc. Unless the Go1·cr·nmcnt will agree to 
rhrrt) they have no conception of justice. 

=vir. SIZER (Sanduate) [12.16 p.m.]: The 
hon. member for \Vvnnum has stated the 
c •se against the Bill ~·ory well indeed. 'The 
principle of adult suffrage in local govern­
lncnt has been discu'!,·erl on n1any occasions, 
ancl there appears to be little hope of an 
agrc·"ment on the subject. The hon. member 
for \Vvnnum dealt with the matter in a 
lucid ,~·ay,. 

J\Il'. Kr:OGH; He lives at Cleveland. 

J\Ir. SIZER: That matters not. The mat­
~,,. "hould be more seriouslv considered than 
it is being considered by some hon. members 
oppo.sitP. Kothing is to be gained by merely 
nu1king the statement that the measure is 
clomncratic and allowing it to rest there. 
That might be only t]JC beginning of the 
rrrgument if democracy Jid not seek a remedy 
for it"lf. The Dill does not provide the 
1ncat<ure of lustico ach·ocatcd bv the hon. 
member for \Vynnum. That is the position 
tn which hon. members opposite are quite 
preparf!d to drift. It is no use my making 
a long speech and thus delaying the passage 
of this motion. beC'ause the rc,;uJt is a forc>· 
gone conclusio~. My aim is simply to record 
the fact that the Government arc making a 
l1ig mistake. This legislation may give them 
a temporary advantage, but ultimately it 
will have a most detrimental effect. 

A Y0ry um.-ise pro1·ision of this Bill is 
the abolition o£ the executive system. To-day 
is the day of quick decision nnd qnic:k 
action. To go back to the old system of a 

}vir. Sizer.] 
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1nnltitude of connnittccs 1vith councillors 
running round the city n1aking this and 
that in:cpcction in order to decide vvllCthcr a 
drain or :L road should be constntcLed or 
not is in this scientific ago too ludicrous 
to conternplate. To-da.y vve need advice 
of the highest technical character from men 
of ce~pacity, .and with all dne dcferenc'e to 
hon. nu~n1bers opposite, and to rncrnbcrs of 
local goYernm.eut bodies, to 8ay that the:,T 
can become experts in tho D1tdtitndinou;.; 
subject . .,],ich corno within their ambit io 
stating sorncthing which crcry person knows 
is not a fact. Tho GoYPrnment are about. 
to recreate the old conlnliitec syslen1 undf•f 
which thr<'e of fi•·e member; of :, comlllitteo 
eau Yeto the ach·ice of their technical officen 
and officials. That io most unsound. I am 
not wedded to this democratic principLe 
of which some people talk of the desir· 
ability of the 110ople's rcprc•sentatiYes getting 
nearer to direct acbulnistration and respon­
sibility. Let us haY: the best brains possible 
to the end that we shall get the bc·,t work 
clone. 

}lr. LLEWELYc;: That is what the;· are 
doing· in Gerrmwy \\ith Hitler. 

}lr. SIZEU : Tlmt may Le ,o, lmt that 
is what is being clone iu ltaly. I .am closely 
watching the experirnent in Italy Ullder 
)...lussolini. In factJ l arn n1ost iHtere~ted 111 

it. :l-lany people in the \Yorld to.day ar<c 
not prepared to say whether lUussolini has 
failed, or whether his system will ultimately 
be the svstcm bv >Yhich the world will 
emerge h:om the 'melting 11ot. Pcrsoually, 
I believe our o·,;n systern is tho best, but 
our old democratic svste1n must " deliver 
the goods " if it do~c~ not dc:,irc- to be 
~Ul)lllantcd by sornc other systcrn. )Iuch of 
tbe \\-ork earning \Yithin the an1Lit o£ tl12 
Briobctne City Com,cil is of a highly tech· 
nic 11 chal'wrtcr. The administration has 
been 1nore efficient under the executive 
system than under the old committc" 'Yslem, 
and more eflicicnt than the results that 
accrue :iroru the nc\v-old svstc1n which will 
be immgurated upon the' passage of this 
Bill. lt will be a ca'c of aldermen wraug. 
ling oyer the uceds and rcque't' of the 
ratepayers, and of their overriding the 
advice of their technicians who later on wiJJ 
be called in to dcslrov the v. ork embarked 
on by n1en \-rho (lid not pO~'~e ,s the' 
ncccs~ary practical knowledge .. thus adding 
tremendous]. to the costs of the commlmih. 
That i8 alw;'".s the end of intorff~renco wifh 
technical officers hv lavrnen. That is the 
strong objection I' lHLY~ to the committee 
systcrn. SI1Ccd of adn1inistration has been 
much greater under the executive s::stem 
than under the old committee system. Speed 
in decision is cxtrmncly im11ortant to busi­
ness and industr,· to--dav \Yhen tin1e js so 
important. Thir1gs lui've changed yery 
quickly in recent years and administrators 
arc called on to make decisions quickly. 
That has been po>.ible under the executive 
system. I prophesy that in a short space 
of time the GoYernmcnt \Yill see wlwt .a 
huge mistake they are making. 

The election of mayor by the people is 
not of Ycry great moment to me. The 
main point is tfwt the person elected should 
be a capable man, because the administrct· 
tiYe \York of the city of Brisbane needs 
such a mctn. The pr~scnt occupant of tho 
office of Lord Mayor was elected under the 
existing system. He has proved himself to 
be a most efficient administrator and a 

[Jfr. Si,:er. 

worthy first reprcscntatiYe of the city. H 
cmnparisons rnust be rnade in the matter of 
cxpcrlc'ncc or energy b0twecn occupants of 
the office under the old and new system, 
it must be freely admitted that the prcs,rlt 
occupant has been quite successful. His 
work has been outstrr.nding <.t11d ltc will hnYD 
nothing to fear \Vhen he app0al" to rho 
people for re·clection. I pcnonaHy am not 
Ycry rnuch concerned vYhether the Lord 
l\layor is appointed by the council or by 
popular Yote. Still, it would bc better to 
allov: thp present system to n.'ln nn a-, n: 
apparcnt1y has been satisfac:Lor:·. 

Some extraordinary argu1ncnts '"ere 
adYancecl by hon. members opposite. It 
seems to be the inherent belief of the'c 
l10n. IHPtnbcrs that if GoYe:!'luncnt or sen1i­
g·overnment authorities spend money they 
m·e solving the economic problem. One hon. 
111ember conunented upon a ren1ission of 
rates as being a great mistake, as it resulted 
in EOinc•thing being done and so1ne other 
thing not being done. \\'hat hon. members 
opposite fc ii to realise is that the greater 
t1'w ('Xaction of taxation by· Governrncnt and 
serni-go\·ernment authorit.l~s, the greater is 
the call on the Government to solve the 
problem for the obvious reason that private 
enterprise is unable to c.o so because o£ 
exressi,·e taxation. The most that GO\·ern­
ment.s can do is to hclu to some extent, but 
to argue, as hon. m~rnbcrs op110Sito con­
tinually do, that the present world problems 
will be soh·ed by an increased expendi· 
ture by Governments-and the cxpeJ>diture 
of bori·owed money at that-is to approve 
cf extracting monpy fron1 sources "\vherc it 
can be profitably utilised, for the purpoce 
of giving it to authorities who put it to 
a vcr.~· doubtful use. To snggest that as a 
solution of the economic problem is to my 
1nind too ludicrous for further consideration. 
The fact that even hon. members on the 
GoYernment side have no real faith in that 
step as a solution of the probient 1uay be 
judg0d from the fact that they are not 
prepared to carry it out to the fullect extent. 
It is easy for them to advance the &rgu· 
rnont, be·=:auso it avoids so1ne awkward politi­
cal difficulty. In short, the argument appeals 
to those people \Yho want to take the cc.sy 
road in soh·ing the problem. 

1\fr. c;p K\KEH: Order! \Yil; the hon. 
member connect his remarks with the Bill·; 

Mr. SIZER: The point I am making is 
concerned with this Bill. :Mr. Speaker, 
because arguments were adyanced by hon. 
members opposite, particularly by the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley. on the qucs· 
tion of the rates that were imposed. The 
hon. n1embcr \vw_, arguing on faf.,_(; prc1ni~e:::. 
I consider it is a m.istake to rnakn any 
alteration which will permit of the condi· 
tion of affairs visualised b.,. the hon. mem­
ber for Fortitude Valley. 'I feel, therefore, 
that a pungent point in my criticism of th1s 
Bill is that the adult franchi'.<: mav result 
in a considerable increase in rateS whid1 
will be detrimental to the people g·enerally, 
and will not solYe the problem that so 
actively concerns all thiuking people. 

The question of adult franchise has beeu 
discussed on numerous occasions. I regret 
the Bill; it is unnecessary. The unwisdom 
of abolishing the executive system will soon 
be shown. The present franchise is fair 
and just and there is no fundamental reason 
whv the Government should change it. I 
oppose the measure. 
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Mr. :\IOORE (.:lubiyny) [12.29 p.m.]: 
imagine tf(at what should concern the House 
on a Bi \l of this kind is the necessity of 
giving the best possible opportunity to the 
citv of Brisbane to obtain the most efficient 
go~~crnu1-- nt tl1at it c.an. Our main objective, 
in a citv that is taxed to the extent that 
Brisbane' is. is to determine how the bnrch•n 
tnav Le- l{ahtcncd and how the citizens 
of 'BricL"ni: rnav secure dw b(•st po.sible 
adrnini..:tration. ~ 

In introducing this Bill, the Home Secre­
tary said that the city of Brisbane municipal 
<:harter ,, as the \videst in the wor)d. There 
is nothing Yery advantageous in a charter 
being wide; the n1ain considerations are 
how sncces.ful it has been, \Yhethor it has 
increased the rating, -..vhether irnprove1nents 
have been carried out, and wlwthor the best 
system of local government has been given 
to the citizens. If the people of Brisbane 
do not now get value for the money that 
is collected from them, how will they got 
better value bv the alteration that is con­
tained in this 'Bill? Those are the things 
\YC ha ye to consider on a q ue.,tion like this. 
Experience has shown that the introduction 
of adult franchise into local goYcrnmcnt has 
not jnlproYcd conditions, has not reduced 
the rates, and has not given the people 
better adrnini·.tration. The fact that a man 
liYes in Brisbane but has no financial respon­
sibility dob not prove that he will be a 
capable administrator, and the bringing of 
politics into lcH al govc:rn1nent is of no advan­
tage. A man who is elected to the Brishane 
City Council has to look after the tranr:.ays, 
eleCtric light, water and sewerage, and hcaith 
of the citY. \\That does it matter whether 
~l 1nan is Labonr~ XationaL Country Party, 
or Co1nn1nnist, so far as the adn1inistration 
of thr ~e things nre concerned? J-Iis duty is 
to giYL' the 1Y'St service, but if he is Labour, 
his opinions are dictated by a caucus, 
inc,pec~ iYc of y,·hcthcr he bclie•es in 
them m· not. l)ccause there is a pla.nk 
in the municipal platform of the Labour 
Party which requires him to abide by the 
decision of the caucus. It does not matter 
what a. 1nan's politics arc so long as he gives 
service to !he people. But they should be 
{1uite apart frorn municipal affair::<. 

A f'uggostion has been made by the hon. 
member fur Fortitude Valley and other hon. 
members opposite that the chief function of 
the city council is to provide employment; 
but it is nothing of the sort. The chief 
function of the cnuncil is to get the best 
value po·,siblo for the contributions of the 
people-to give them the best service in 
return. 

1\Ir. G. C. TAYLOR: Like the Grey Street 
Bridge! 

:;\lr. MOORE: One can point to all sorts 
Df mistakes, but how are we to remedy those 
mistakes by widening the franchise-by 
n10rely saying that \Ve are going to give 
more people the right to .-ate-people with­
Dut responsibility? 

The H03!E SECRETARY: \V e are righting a 
V\TOng. 

Mr. 1\IOORE : It is not a question of 
righting a wrong, but a question of perpetu­
ating a \Yrong", when we give people with­
out responsibility the right to vote as to 
how the monev of other people shall be 
spent. The point of view from which such 
a proposal as this should be judged should 
not be how much has the other man to pay 

--m a few years it may be so-or whether 
at the present time it is going to benefit a 
voter by enabling him to secure employment, 
or giYe hin1 higher wages and fe\Yer hours 
of work. Such a policy will not giYe a 
better return in adrninistration, 110r in the 
end wiil it make it possible for workers to 
eujoy continuous employment, or for busi­
Jwss people to deYolop the city. 

The Home Secretary suggested that evcry­
bcd.y \\'ho has an insurance policy or 1a 
dcpo:-_;it in a bank is interested in the cit~, 
of Brisbane. That is perfectly true, and 
it is the dub· of the (ioYclrnmcnt to sc•e 
that !he institutions looking after the 
iuYcstments a.nd savm"'s of the people 
arc nc.t likd·,· to L; called upon to 
pay extravaga'nt and extortionate rates 
m;-ing to the mistakes of the fJCoplc who fix 
thern ithout haYing any respon')ibility in 
the matter. \Ye should recognise that such 
bodies arc Yitallv interested in the adminis­
trotion of the ilrisbane City Council, and 

\'C them the charter which will giYe the 
Yalue to the community. 

The Bill also proposes to abolish the 
cxccutiYe system. Tho executive systcrn was 
not adopted in the Bill of 1930 merely for 
a whim; it \Yns established because the 
committee system which had operated in 
1 he p:-tst was condemned by previous rnayors, 
who a{)viscd that tho executiYe svste1n would 
ttiYo grent--r ~atisfaction ancf result in 
greater economy to the people of Brisb11nc. 
1 t ; as not adopted merely because we 
\\ antcd a change for the sake of a chauge, 
lmt because experienced members of the 
council pointed out that tll8 committee 

~ten1 \Yas iudficient. The oxccutiYo svstom 
been in O]Jer,ttion for only three "years 
should have a fair trial, but the Govern­

Jnent are going back to the com1nittee sys­
tL'm, not bccau>'e it is going to be of any 
t1 ]vantage, lmt bQcausc it is th8 policy of a 
political pa1·ty. \Yhat we chonld aim at is 
to gi \"O the Brisbane Citv Council the most 
efficient and economical form of government. 

Experience does not suggest i.lmt munici­
pal adrninistration can be in1proved b3' 
allowing persons who do not pa:7 rates th,_) 
right to vote at local autl!oritv elections. 
'The Home Secretarv said that rt was only 
since adult franchise"was introduced in mun1. 
cipal matters that the health of the poopl'' 
was properly looked after. 

The H0111E SECHETARY : I\ on sense ! 

i'.:Ir. MOORE : Could anything be mote 
absurd or further from the facts. It JS 
sugge''ted that this form of municipal 
government is going to he a shining light 
to the \Yorld. There is no city in Australia 
which has got adult franchise and BrisLane 
nnnot be compared with Melbourne as far 
as civic pride is concerned. 

Mr. vV. T. Knw: You say there is more 
ciYic pride in Melbourne than in Brisbane'? 

Mr. MOO RE: I certainly say that. Any 
bod v who knows what sort of a place l\lel­
boui·nc vvas thirty or forty years ago, and 
knows that city as it is to-day, cnn sec what 
the civic authorities have done and the 
results and benefits that have been obtained 
from their administration. 

A GovERN~!EXT ME~lBER: Is that why you 
imported people from the South? 

Mr. MOORE : Quite pocsibly. I do not 
mind where brains come from. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Mr. MOORE : \Yhen nny GoYerLment 
\V ant brains they should adverii:-;p and fr'- t 

tho hest bmins in the world. I clo net ~etl' 
1.vherc thev con1e frou1. whether it bl' Cork. 
J.1clbourn~. or China. If YOU want abi]JtY. 
nationalit}; has nothing to ~do with h. Tl~._:: 
nHtin thing to clo is to ~o:nolJody 1vho 
has had experience and kno\Y:S ho-~\· to 
think-a ntan 1.vho can use his brains. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: And come' from 
outside Queemland. 

Mr. 1\IOORE: 1"ot at all. 

::\lr. SPEAKER : Order ! 

l\lr. MOOR!£: Some of the hi~hc't 
appoint.rnents uutde during our tenn of ~ffi~~ 
'\Yel'e Of Qucenslanders. rfhe prop0.5ition that 
giving e,·cr.c·bocly a vote will result -in 
ability in the council cannot Le 
in any 1.vay 1.vhatcver. The Govenuuent, 
unforttm.:ticly, arc not concerned abont 
... _\_ll the·\ arc concerned about i~ to 
everybody a Yote, irrespective of his rc,]HJu­
sibilities. That is not tt1o \vay to get efficient 
or economic admjnistration, aud it is not t}Jt. 
\Ya v to look after the intNv ls of those yer ,~ 
pcOvlc '"'"·horn the :J,linist<..:l" \\".:1:-:i co1H.:erncd 
about vchcn he spoko ot the people ', ho 
had inYested Uwir n1oney in insura11cc crJu­
pauic~ and in Lank~. 

There .arc two or three thlns-J in tltP Bi ]j 
about which l <lln Hot Yen· de . i'. Tht~ 
Bill proYid"'s for thL 
bond to redistribute the 
not kno\v quite hot: tbat 

of a 
l do 

done~ 
·whether the: UoYcrn1ncnt nre gmng to tru~t 
the peoplc--

=\lr. P. l\:.. COFLT·:Y: It ·will llOt 
nnfairly a~ ··.·. u::; yoLtr electoral 
tion. 

i\h. :\IOORE: I do not t'tink much of 
the }Jun. rnHnber's ~tanclarcl of fa1rne-:::-. 

:'.Ir. I'. K. COPLEY: :\ot \, ith :, Olli" standat'(l. 

:\lr. SPK\KER : OrdN ~ 

Mr. ::\IOORE: Arc the,,~ going to trust tl.,_. 

people who elect the n;ombers of th" Bris~ 
bano City Council to apj)oint this boal'd ·: 
The Bill does not sav what this rcdistribu­
holl is, nor who is gOing to pa? for it. I.s 
it to be done by the UoYemmcnt? If it '' 
to bP dono in a rGaf'.or:ablc way, it 1~ 
cssEmtial that it shall not ll0 done fro111 n 
voljtical party J_)oint of Yiew. The-se ~-ll':f-
gcstioll.-; of uufairnc,,s by the p1·~ I1olll(' 
8cc"ctary are ,a co11dernnabon of elez> 
tont! officers. (Governrm1nt dis cnt.) 

.''vir. SPEAKER: Order! 

C\Ir. l\10URE: The hon. member sccmo 
to insinuate that the electoral officers wen· 
dictat0el to bv the Govormllcnt as to wJ,at 
they shonld do. If the Go,~ornrncnt do sug;~ 
gf>,t ilu.Lt, I say tl1oy haYp uo rJght to kct·p 
in the position of chief electot'al officer of 
this Stote a man \d!O could dictatml to 
by a Governn1ent as to Jnothocl l1e 
should cadopt 111 defining c·loctoral honu­
dnries. It is a very rniserable sort of 
back-handed complirncnt. (Govcrnnlf>llt di::;­
scnt.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ~ I ho 1 1e that hon, 
mcrnbcrs ·will cc a ~o intc•rrupt.ion. and that 
the Leader of the Opposition v, ill g' t L·· rk 
to the discuesion on the Bill. 

Mr. MOORE: The Bill prm~idcs for the 
appointment of a board for the pm·posu 
of the redi,tribution and the creation of 

[Mr. Moore. 

hvcnty divi:;;ions or electorates. It doe:;; llot 
say ho\v tbat is to be clone or wlw i-; to do 1t] 

or on \vhat basis it is to be ( arrir~cl out. 
I do not apprOYe of the alteration pro· 

JDSecl in the mc'thod of hearing appeal~• 
again:-;t valnations. \Ye think that. the 
Land Court should be the court which c-hol•ld 
!Jcar appeals. That court has had a gi"eat 
deal of experience in that C'la'-.:: of \York 
and the pro~ent ruethod }n·ovides n, chcaprr 
aucl r;wrc o;.peedy n1cthod of dealing \vlth 
stt("lt apr)cah: It. is a xnattcr tlwt requires 
a considerable arnou11t of experience. .I\{v 
cxperieiiC8 of avpcals before poJ1s.: t~ lJl:..tgis­
trah-:-; is tlHtt. the rnagi:-;tratp gcnPlJ.Ily 
arriYes at a clecif'lion by ~ptiiting tlJl differ~ 
cnce between tho valuation sought hy the 
appeilant ;;nd the valuation rccJnired by tbC' 
local authority. 

lllr. O'KEEFl,,: That is a reflection. 

::Ylr. :\IOORE: I am not reflecting; on any­
body. That is my experience. I was asso· 
ciat('d with local authoritie.3 for rnan:- years, 
and I h;wc appeared in court on behalf of tho 
( onnril on rnany occasions. A police nlagis-

ha, not sufficient experience to deal with 
n1ntters iu the \'airle wav .as <l Illernber of 

the Land Court, \Vho is C011~'3t.nntly adjudicat­
ing upon them. "\Yhcn I pointed out to 
another Labour Home Secretarv the r,bBurdity 
of lun·ing appeals heard by poiicc magistrates 
he off,•rccl to scncl another police magi tratc 
to hear the appeal. I would not ngrce to 
that. I am prpparcd to accept a decision 
given by a competent authority. 

There is llothing in the Bill that will he 
to the adYantago of the City of Brisbane, 
but much that will probably lead to extraYa· 
gant administration and a h<'a\ lone! of 
debt. 

The hon. member for :FortitucJ,. Vallev 
argued th .. t with the existence of the c•;cc,;'_ 
tive S\ ,h·lll there ··as no further use for lhc 
other, clPcted aldermen. The cftmc can be' 
said of this T'arliamcut. \Vhv not ekct tho 
Premier and the rnen1bcrs 0£ the Ca.binct 
nnd allow thcn1 to gon~rn the conntry? They 
do, in fact. govcr11 the country rcgardle0s of 
\Yhat the oth8r rncrnbc,rs of the paTty n1a>" 
sav. \V c considProd that the cxecutiYc S\';:;tenl 
pr"o\"idcd a qu.ick and efficient \Yay of lran~­
acting tho bu~incss of the council. It por­
rnittccl of continuity of policy, \Yhereas undct 
the o~cl comn1ittt.~c sy:-3ten1 t.hc policy was 
continually changing. The executive is in a 
position to decide unull matters without the 
administration being choked by the inter· 
fercncc of the council as a whole. It is not 
ne,;essan that the council should debate 
srnall a~lministrative matters. The clcpart­
Hlents dmnand an aclrninistrative head. ""Very 
little can bo achieved bv the committee 
sydpm The smaller tho' committee, the 
rJuicker the cleci';ion. 

:\lr. \V. T. KING: You did not apply that 
principle to all the other loc:rl authorities. 

Ylt·. l\IOORE: Tho Brisbane City Council 
\Yas called upon to pcrforn1 YCl',V important 
functinns anU to control \vator and :"iOIH'rng-e 
nctivitiC'.-<, tram\Yays, and electric. light. \Vo 
did not provide that the salary of £300 per 
annum lo bo paid to the aldermen of tho 
Bri,,b;,ne Cit,· Council should be paid to the 
ald,•rmcn of other local authorities. because 
.,,~c rcnli_,,,d that very important \\·ork 
requiring much tin1o had to be per£onncd 
b · the a!clcrnwn of the Brisbane City 
r'ouncil. The position of tho Government 
i' largely influenced by the operations of 
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tlto Bl·i::;bc:nf' Citv Council-for cxarnplc, 
much depcndo on ·the actions of the coun­
c;l a,., to whether lan{l Yalucs appreCiate 
or depreciate. or \Yhcthc-r the people arc 
prosperous anc1 the crty IS 1~rogrc~SIYC. The 
Govcnuncnt are charged \YJth a very grave 
rc:-:1)011::ibility in p1~cvidi~1g a constitution. for 
the Drisbane Citv Councr1. They '·hould take 
ver--.~ areat carev before proceeding on the 
lin~s b~uggested jn tho 13111. rrhey l~avc 
ir•troducerl thr• Bill not became be!Jcye 
that it will lead '10 greater but 
bC'ean:"e tlH•y hopP that a C'onncil of the rit;;ht 
political colour will be deetcd to g!YC 
en1p:oyu1e11t to a gre~ttcr nnrnbcr of people, 
a1,d tLn;:; relieve the GovcrnJncnt, of son1o 
of their rc ,ponsibilitics. That might be an 
ca'y "·"·' of gPtting OYer tho difliculty, but 
no one can claim that it will be for the 
benefit of the city and the Stah'. 

ExrJcricnce snggr:stcd that a change .'vas 
lH.'CCss.ary. In the past 1nany undcrtaJ.;:u1gs 
were ineHicicntly 1nanaged by the Brisbane 
City Council, and n1oney Y· a13 absolutely 
wasted. 

If 1ni~takcs have been rnade in the past. 
that is all the more reason why the city 
should be protected against tho possible 
waste of money in the future. It is also 
another reason why we should airn at a 
lllUl't:' dEciL'l1t <Ldluinistr:niou of the city~ 
an adnJinistration which will be more eco­
nomical on the whole. The granting of 
adult franchise, and the introduction of 
politics into the civic affaiLs of Brisbane 
\vi]l cntirt~ly diminato the civic responsibility 
of the Labour ak!ermen. That rc,ponsibility 
>Yill become a secondary consideration. The 
first consideration of aldermen will be 
loyalty to the platform of the party as lard 
down by a conference of all Labour bodies 
in QueensJ;md. That platform is agreed 
upon, irrespective of what the results may 
be. It may be that the platform is agreed 
upon because of a desi1·o to give mnplo~~­
ment to e, largo number of people at a high 
rate of wages. If that be so then the ciYic 
rc•;.;.pmbiLilit~- of the roprescntativP of the 
people is lost sight of, becau"e his fir't duty 
is to carry out the instructions of his party. 
vVhat is the good of that policy to the 
city of 13riebane? Absolutr'ly none. That 
has been the n1otive actuating tho Govern­
ment in bringing do•':n this Bill. \V c know 
>Yhat happened in the Brisbane City Councii 
lately when a reduction in rates was agreed 
upon. The arguments of the Labour repre­
sentatiYes \Yere not that the ratepayers had 
too g-reat a load of taxation to carry and 
consequently must have a reduction, bnt 
that the council must giye greater employ­
ment and a reduction of rates would lead 
to a curtailment of staff. They did not 
look at the question from the point of 
Yiow that it was going to be better for the 
city, or whether the people would get value 
for the money, or whether the people had 
loo great a burden to bear. They lost 
sight of the fact that almost £500.000 of 
rates are outstanding and cannot be collected. 

The HOME SECREHRY: The object was to 
ea tch votes next April. 

Mr. MOORE : Of course, that was the 
object. That is exactly the position, and I 
am glad that the Home Secretary reco"" 
nises it. I agree with him that the obje~t 
was to catch votes next April. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: A decrease in rates 
took place just prior to the last election 

also and immediately the new council \Yas 
elected they wero increased again. 

Mr. MOORE: The Labour rerH<'sentaliyes 
voted against the principle of rati(:mii~f.r fro:u 
exactlv the same motives. Then· rdea m 
doing' so was to secure votes next A]Jril. 
The affairs of the city should not be admrllb­
tered with. a view to catching votes at the 
succeeding election, but with a view to more 
efficiency. The aldcrn1cn recogni~e that one 
of the 'great difficultie, in the way of a 
return of prosperity is the enormous amount 
of rates \Yhich the people haYc to carry. 
rrhe great burden of rates has in nlany ea~es 
completely eliminated the equity value of 
propcrt:;. The desrre of Labour repre cnta· 
tives has apparently been to deprec1ate 
rather than to appreciate property values. 
That must be the ultimate end if no relief 
in taxation is aliorded. 

The IlO~IE SECRETARY : \Vhy did the coun­
cil not reduce the rates last year, aml not 
just prior to the election? 

Mr. MO ORE: Th<l hon. gentleman may 
just as well. ask why the Federal Government 
did not grye £7,000,000 rehef m taxation 
last voar. The reason is obvious. It is 
becau'sc the finances did not give them an 
opportunity to do so. 

The IImrE SECRETARY and Mr. KEOGH inter­
jecting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The speaker 
must not be interrupted. Hon. members 
know that as well as I do. If the Home 
Secretarv wishes to reply he will have forty 
minutes 'in which to do so. I hope he will 
1 ( .•trGin him·t•lf until that opportunity 

:'1Ir. MOORE: The possibility of giYing 
relief in taxation arises from the adminis­
tration of the council. It has been possible 
in the past year to effect certain economics, 
,vhich were not possible preyious1y. 
Similarly the Government curtailed expen­
diture la~t vear because thev did not have 
the moncv to spend. A r.,dudiorl of mtcs 
is on8 of the best thing~ ~shich cou]d pos­
siblY happen, and the Homo Secretary :,honld 
be ~ne of the first to congratulate the courr­
cil on an cndeayour to CErtail expenditure 
and reduce the burden of taxation now borne 
by the taxpayers. The idea of the Home 
Socrctarv and son1.o aldern1cn IS that th1s 
reductio{r has been made only with a Yicw 
to catching votes. That is an extraordinary 
argument. The whole aim and objcr;t of 
the Home Secretarv should be to eecure 
o-ood and efficient administration. I-Ie must 
~ccognise that the Government are suffering 
owing to the large exactions Loing· made 
bv the Brisbane Citv Council. This has 
l~d to the deprcciati~n of property Yalues 
in and around Brishlwc, which is not helpful 
lmt detrimental to the Government. The 
main object behind the action of the courtcil 
is to inspire confidence and thus apprecrate 
the value of propcrtr. If anyone thmks 
that confidence will be engendered by gn·mg 
the municipal franchise to a large number 
of people who are attracted from country 
districts to the city in order to secure r"llef 
,,, ark, then I cannot agree. 

It seems to me that. against all the lessons 
of past expcriencr-.

1 
\YC arc retrogressing by 

passing- this Bill. The Bill is introduced 
without good reason and without conferring 
an adYantago on anyone except possibly on 
the Government. who may say, "We will 

1l1 r . .M oore.] 
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be relieved of some of our responsibilities 
if the burden is placed upon the ratepayers" 
--a. burden that will be largely determined 
Ly people who have no rcsponsibi.lity in 
proyiding th0 rnoncy. I cannot unagn1e a_ny 
Diil that will do more damage than tins; 
in fact. such legislation is almost unbcliev­
Clble by people who live outside Queensland. 
\Ylwu I told a Svdn0v man the other day 
that~ the Goycrn;;_1ent~ were introducing a. 
Bill to provide for adult franchise in muni­
cipnl goy~rnn1ent, he could hardly cn,dit it . 
.1\or cnn at~vonc else who has an:v knovdcJgc 
cf vvhnt ha~•.; been acco1nplishcd under tho 
rat~·nrtVlT franchi..,(~ iu other ciiics of the 
Con{mCnnvcalth. }1-,or cxalnpL·,~ it \Youlcl bo 
difficult to find more civic pride than in 
.\ddaidc. where tho ratcpa.vor franchis0 
oLtaiHs. }Ielbourne it.: another shiuing 
, :cam plc of what '.1n bo done under the most 
uupropitious circurnstances. ~Vlth practi­
ccdlv 1:0 natural advautagcs, i\lPlbourne has 
be,.;, so improved that it is on·• of the most 
picrnrc<quc cities in Australia. I suppose 
that no other citv hcts more n~tural advan­
: 1gc ~, than Brisbane; yet it is the most 
hiiddy-ratE 1 capital city in the Connnon­
IH;alth. 

I oppose the Bill, which rathc'r than 
a111el iora ti ng conditions will 1nako them 
'"'""c. The peopln of Bri,bano are to be 
c ,)n1n1i"-eratcd \Yith in this retrograde step of 
the GoYcrnmcnt, for alihough the burden 
c:nn:ot be definitely gauged; \YO can from 
pu:--t expE~rjpnco estirnate approxin1.atcly what 
it "·ill be. 

:\1r. r. K. COPLEY (Kuri/J>:t) [12.57 p.m .. ] 
~\s 1 he rcprescnt'ltivc of a u1ctropolitan con­
~tituency. I c ,1Jlnot allow the opportunity to 
pa· \Yithout. congratulating the Govern1nent 
on t\1oir f'tand in this n1attcr. It is certainly 
in accord vvith the promise mndc to the elec­
tors in the metropolitan area that this Bill 
v·ould be inJrocluced, and I am plenwcd that 
~l~P GoycrnulPnt haYc giYeJJ offf'rt to that 
promi~c «t the <'arliest possible moment. 

OnP rH·oy}sion I .an1 pl(!a~ed to sec is the 
abolition of that pernicious sysLcn1 of an 
;qtpc d frorn Ca:>snr to Cresur, where a dis­
' atisflc<l ratepayer's appeal from a council 
rffir'er's Yaluation i~ ac1judicaied upon by 
olhPr members Qf the council staff. A ratc­
r[lyer nlay say, " .. '~':{our v.alnrr has placl>d a 
certain value upou 111y property. I can give 
vou in~tancr'" of salr-,-not forced sales-in 
·llu? Yiclnit· of my property, and I can prove 
coJJdusiY<'ly that the valuation you have 
placed 11pon rny property is too high "; 
ncverthdcss the council, solely concerned 
with tho revenue aspect of the matter, will 
say, iu effect. to the present Cit: Valua­
tion Committee. "You cannot let vour 
brotlH'r-officors clown; you ha vc to up.holcl 
our yaluations." That is in distinct co11trast 
with the statement made bv the Leader of 
the; Opposition >vhen dealing with police 
m a gistra tcs. I v;a.s astounded to hear him 
say that officers •vho have spent many years 
of tried service in the interests of the com­
munitv take a clisinteJ'estccl view of the cases 
th;t come before them and sav, "\\'c'll 
split the difference between the. appellant 
and the local authoritv concerned." It does 
not become any hon. ·m em her to take that 
point in relation to officers who have spent 
years of study and senice in potty sessions 
o!Hccs throughout the StatG. It has been my 
p1'ivilege to appear before police magistratGs 
sitting as valuation appeal courts, both in 
Brisbane and outside centres, and it has 

[Mr. JJ1 oore. 

been my experience that althoug·h they ma_v: 
not have the technical knowledge of land of 
members of the Land Court, they do all in 
their po\Yer to make themsehes an fait 
with the claims of both parties to the appeal. 

I would suggest that instead of having 
separate authorities dealing >Yith land tax 
yaluations, local authority valuations, 11111111 
road and railway resun1ptions, and scho?ls, 
we t:houlrl cndeayour to haYe one authonty~ 
like thr> Valuc;r-General's Department in :r\'e\Y 
South ·wales, to deal \Yith all land Yalua­
tions. 

I \Yould like to refer to statPments made by 
the Leader of the Opposition about a recent 
discus.sion in the city council \Ylth rf'g~rtl 
to a reduction of rates. R '.tc reductwn 
affects alrno·,.t en)rv per~on in the city. I 
contend that the recent action of the govern­
ing body in the Brisbane Cit.Y Council was 
purely a political gestlll'P. A Labo':'r 
aldern1an, quite correctly I contend, sa1d 
that anv reduction in rat0s yyould have 
the effe.ct of more retrenchment of em­
ploye', of the council. It >tould mean 
that e\-cn those employees >Yho \Ycro at pre­
sent rationed would be less able' to pay tho 
rates \vhich \YC'l'C aCCUll1U1ating 011 iJ1eir yn·o­
]'"rt ics. A Labour a_Jrlcrman very definitelY 
e,latod that the actwn of tlw council m 
reducing th0 rates savoured of a dc·'.irc to 
have n1orc rncn vlaccd on the unct.nployn?cnt 
rnarket. .and I quite agree \Yith h1n1. f;IJICC 

the a(h:ent of the uncmplov1nent relief S\'Stl'nl 

-and par\icularly since the ach,ent of r,his 
Labour bovcrnn1cnt--the Bl'lsonne CHy 
Council has sho\rn 110 endeavour to keep its 
present en1ployecs occupied. bu_t )s cnclca_Y 
curing to place a~ many a.s pO~,ShJle on the 
uncrrq1loyrnent ruarkPt anrl ll:H1 ke thcn1 a 
burden 011 the Government. 1-Iou. ntcrnbcrs 
\Yill remember that on the eve of the 1929 
election. under the Jollv Administration the 
civic g-ovC'rnmcnt hande(l out tlw fine Cht~ist­
mas gift of sacking 250 men. That 1s typrcal 
of tlw anti-Labour Party. 

I am vory p!t'ased to see that the oxocuti.-o 
svstem is going. TlH'l'C is a Yery shg·ht 
a·~alogy between the c•xe(•utiYC> sy~ten1 _in the 
citv council and the cabinet svetem m the 
State Parliament. \Ye, of co;uso. have a 
membership of sixty-two in thi, House, and 
it would be irnpos,Sible for us to sit In coln­
rnittee and deal with details of all rno.tter, 
but a s1nall executive of four n1e11 in a city 
council con1po~wd of hvcnty-one n1embers 
savours of star cha!nber 1ncthods. Hon n1C11l­
bers will realise that people are availing 
themselves at the present time of the emer­
gency legislation dealing \Yith the finance'< 
of the pcop·:e. JYlanv people' go to the court 
for relief from crJ!lditions operating under 
'Sale notes covering purchases of thelr hmnes 
and with reiTarcl to monev borrowed upon 
mortgages. ?rho tender system sot>ms ~o be 
creeping in, and I venture to say that rf the 
tender system of the city council continues 
rnanv more influential pcr..;;ons in the con1-
mun1ty will go to the members of the party 
to wh]ch thev belong and obtain advantages 
over the unf~rtunate man who is unable to 
pay rates, and therefore att0mpt to defeat 
-in manv cases they w1ll defeat-the opera­
tions of the financial emergency legislation. 
These matters should all be dealt with in 
open council when it would be impossible 
for such thir{gs to happen. Such a state of 
things is impossible under the State Govern­
ment, and therefore the analogy between the 
executive system in the council and the 
Cabinet system breaks down. 
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I am pleased to see that the GoYernmcnt 
arc giving the city council the r1ght to 
borrow for the purpose of renewing, redeem­
ing, or floating loans. 

I wtts intere,ted to hear the Leader of the 
Oppooition cay quite definitely that he did 
not know what the clauses of the DJ!! 
meant so far as the redistribution of the 
\Yards is concerned. I think clause 8 of 
the Bill is very delinitc. Interjections -,yore 
rnade this rnoruing ou the question of rf'Lhs­
trilmtion, but I fed certain that this GoYcl'll­
ment will not adopt the method of rechdrJ­
lllltion of electorates that \Yas adopted by 
the mPmbers of the Opposition when they 
\YPre d1e Gon~nnnrnt. I an1 sure a fau 
redistriLution will be rnade. 

During a period of three years the legisla­
tion passed by the JHoorc Administration, 
vchich took away from the people any nght 
of franchisf' in civic governrnent i~ the 
only lcgislafou of its kind in the \Vorlcl. 
\Vith the exception of r: snrall arncndrne11t 
made in Italy. Although 1 may not 0\YI< 

any property, l nevcrthele-:s ha Ye certf1-;J1 
ciYic righb. For instance, I have the u~e 
of il1e roaUs and otber facilities cou1ill[-;' 
under the administration of the citv council. 
Should I not, also have a Yoice in" the 0lec~ 
tlou of the body adrninistcring n1attcrs 
affecting my personal comfort, libertY, and 
freedom'! lt is rather scandalous and \\Ill 

stand to the e"'.·crlasting shan1e of the }_Ioort.' 
Co\·crnlncnt and ih ~npporters, that \Yhil~t 
they vlaced restrjction·, on natural-bora 
QuecH:dand subjects alie11s obtalnL'cl jll'lYi­

lc•gcs because the:;- \vcre in a position to 
own land. The hon. mcml;cr for \Yynnum 
,,·as delightfully iuconsistent in one_ or t\Yo 

of J1js statcnJPnts this 1norning. f-Ie Wa:-' 
talking in vlatitude'3. One of his argu 
ment, that because the adult franchise 
was to granted to citizens ~on1c pcop1

1e 

would want as n1uch n1oney spent out~idc 
"' in the Greater Brisbane area. \Vhether 
\Ye "--tC(;ept or reject that reasoning, vvc 
should tnrn to his next sentrncc~ in -which 
he said tho people \Youlcl benefit in the long 
run when the right thing was clone. T!l( 
latter statC'I11ent contradicts the forrner, arHl 
I feel certain that it wa~ the rigl1t onP. 
The people exercioing the adult franchi,c· 
in the (ireater Brisbane area will sec that 
the right thing is done. It i;:: uselC'ss for 
the hon. member to put fonYarcl the further 
pbtitucle tlmt the pro,·isions of the Bill 
1Yill cause confusion and that the present 
citv council is the cause of the eYils of the 
pa~t. One must attribute the major portion 
of the hopeless state of affairs in the city 
council to the Jollv Administration. There 
is no doubt about that, and there is no 
gainsasing that fact. There are but six 
Labour aldermen in the present council and 
on the face of it the hon. member's sug­
gestion is a reflection on the intelligence of 
the members of the Opposition. I cannot. 
of course, corwecle to the hon. member for 
Wvnnum the truth of his contention that 
wi"th the adult franchise certain perso11s 
will receive something to which they arc 
not entitled. Neither can I agree to the 
statement ho made that others would be 
domivcd o£ their exclusive rights. :\o 
section of the community has exclusive rights 
in local administration. It is a wrong 
deduction for the hon. member to make. 
Because of these two statements I feel 
that he is absolutely wrong in his remarks 
that democracy must go. That is not demo-

nccy at all. There is no question of demo­
cracy at all. His argument is almost in 
t1H' sarne category as the sug·gc~~tiou that 
bee:~uso a squutt0r sends his ·\'v_oo1 to I3_rj~~ 
banc he should have a voic 111 tile civic 
afiairs of that cit•·. 

I do not wish t~ go very thorougllly into 
this rnatter, especially in tlw dying hour;; 
of the debate. I arn heartily in support of 
the action taken by the GovPl'IllHC'llt, There 
are Cl'l'Llln features of the Bill that I ···ould 
ha n:: liked io see extended; ho\Yever, I an1 
pleased to hl or that the rate of intere•t 
on arrears of ratt~s is dciiuitdv rlxcd at 
5 p0r corn. It may he that "'"'''l that rate 
is high, but I realise that there is a yery 
sound argurnent in favour of it. I aru 
satisfi,•cl that the GoYcrnment will d<tol \Yith 
ilw·~c 1nattcrs as thev .arjse- and a~ needs 
dcrnand. u 

Mr. ROBERTS (East Too1coom./io) [2.12 
p.n1.]: I haye been associated with local 
o·oyernrnent for nine years and I U!U to tall V 

~pnosed to the principle of adult franchise 
in_._ that areua. ..:.\t the pre.:cnt time oYer 
15.000 persons arc either receiving rations 
or perfonnir!g relief \York in the city of 
Brisbane. The city council elections are to 
be hclcl next Apri I. Gncler the proposed 
frauchi '"e the v>:orkers referred to, their 
wi \-e::; and relatives oYer bventy-onc years 
of age will haYe the right to Yote. and it 
will be qllite an easy matter for them to 
"' ing the result of the poll and to bring 
about a change in the control of the ninui­
C'ipallty for the ensuing thre(~ yct,r.'-'. Con­
rhtions are continually changing. It rnay 
not be very long after the elections before 
a nun1ber of these people are fcndmg for 
rhem'<•l,-es in fic•lds far removed from the 
metropolis. 

Of course, I recognise the m<,lhocl by 
wl1ich a Labour Government seeks to retain 
political control. They would giYe rtlmost 
eYerylhing that did not belong to them to 
maintain thetnselves in power. They \Yould 

,- rH'nd llloncy la..-i:-ldy for the purpose. 1\_ 

limit should be placed upon the amount of 
mon0v that a local authority can borrow. 
There should Le restrictions in some way 
quite apart from the mere approval of the 
Home Secretary or any other ministerial 
head. The matter is deserving of the most. 
cardul consideration. Under the local 
'uihoritv law which obtained in the old 
countr_,- ·a proposal by a local authority to 
borrow had to be submitted for the careful 
consideration of a tribunal. The matter 
was not left to the Government for decision 
although their permission had to be obtained. 
The pl·upo,al was submitted to experts, who 
were capable of analysing it. A report 
had to be submitted to the tribunal charged 
with the duty of deciding the matter and 
that trihunal had to consider, amongst other 
Lhings, \vhether the people v.-ere opposed 
to the proposal, whether it would be for the 
benefit of industries within the area, and 
whether the district \Vas fmanciallv capable 
of meeting the cost involved. Thei;, decision 
was final despite the fact that the council 
was elected by the ratepayers of the area. 

I object to the alteration of the franchise 
in view of the alarming growth in local 
authority indebtedness. How arc the councils 
to escape from their fmancial burdens? It 
has been said that arrears of rates in the 
city of Brisbane amount to over £500,000, 
that in New South Wales they amount to 
over £3,000,000. How are the owners of 

Mr. Roberts.] 
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•mall allotments in the different areas to 
onn·como this accumulation of debt'! Land 
ts placed upon the rnarket in a rno~t inju­
dicious \Yay, quite reganlle::::s of (1tOlllarHl, 

and it is sometimes purchased b: people 
1•.ho feel confident that it \Yould be wise 
to pe1rchasc for speculation in the future. 
If the Government wore to introdu<:e <> Bill 
to provide that land should not be aJb­
dividod for town allotment·. e•:cept under 
ecr·t<-ljn conditions ihcv \\~ould bestow a bene­
lit upon the munici[lality. Reference ha 
beon made to the method of appeal, but 
how is it possible to-day to arrive at the 
true economic value of land? Onlv recentlv 
a number of blocks were sold bv ·the Bris­
bane City Council for tho recove{y of rate . 
Tho land was ve1lued by the city valnator 
at £100 a block. but the council com­
pelled to accept .£1 per block bccauw 
offor.s >YOre not forthcoming. vVhy did they 
take ::.uch an offci'? The o1·igiual purchaser 
unthinking·ly bought that land and made it 
something upon which the council could 
levy a rate. The council recognised that 
it was better to sell that land for £1 per 
allotment because immediatelv it ch.:ngccl 
O\Yncr _.hip rate~ coulJ be recOycred on 1t. 
Just how long the new purchaser will hold 
this land o.ncl continue to pay the heavy 
impost in rates is difRcult to foretell. 

I my mind several t ~sos of hard-
nlatt.c:t. ~-\ fov; weeks a&;o I tlis~ 

cussPcl a caso with the BrisbJ.no City Council. 
A yoLlllg nHtn unthinkingly purchased a piece 
of lanLl in the city area, belioYing that ~onll-' 
day he \Yould be in a positiou to 111ake a 
hon1e here. l;"'inaucial strin,gcncy rcuno 
alone;-, anJ he found hin1<cH iu difliculties. 
TlH', people who sold him the land on the 
oasy tin1c-pay1ncnt SJ iJtcnl forced him 
through th court and CYclltually got their 
mcncv. Then the Brisbane Cih Council 
l 1me ~along v,·ith a dexnand for £61 arrears 
of rate':-.. The council garnishced his w.tgc;;;. 
lie then consulted ntc. After considering 
tlw "hole fucts, I told him that the best 
thjng lh: could do .. as he did not ovvo any 
otl1cr rnonc;~, wus to go in~olYt•nt. I then 
discovered that, as a public so!'l·ant. he 
cou!J not g'J insolYent. Ho found the· £61 
to ~ati,;,f, the d'-'llHtnd of iho council. and 
the qtu'st.1on then arose '"hether the cOuncil 
would garn1shco hi;; v ages again in rospc~ct 
of nn arnnunt of £70 O\,-ing on rates on 
another property, or whether tho council 
\Yotdd submit it to auction to s~1ti:fY the 
arr('rJr::::. That is only ono inst~auro o{ huH­
,drt'ds in t11 is citv. No ono can estin1ato the 
>,due, or tell what the value of land is. I 
know in,'-'tanccs of n1ortgagod propE.:;rty in 
this city upon which £300 and £~00 is owin~ 
in ratP::-. The nwrtgag(:o bus 110 hope cJ 
g·pi tiug a n~v payn1ont fro1n thf' n1ort·~.(agor 
and caunot foreclose, because he \vouid be 
saddled with tho proper! v '.l'hich is now 
practically unsaleable. Ho·.,, can we arrive 
at any definite value of property? That is 
where tl1c crisis in this city and other places 
will ari><'. Some day there must be a defi­
nite writing down of yalues. If those stand­
ing behind financial institutions vvero prc~ 
pared to act in that direction, >vc 1vould soon 
kn{nv whP1'8 \Ve were. I venture tho opinion 
that in this city alone two-thirds of the 
people owning property have no dc'finite 
flllancial interest in it. The equity is swal­
lowed up by mortgage and arrears of rates 
to thn Brisbane City Council. There is no 
relief from rates which accumulate from 

[lVlr. Roberts. 

par to year. In rny opinion, these are diffi­
culties which sho11ld engage the attention of 
any Govcrnn1ent before an:y interference 
with the franchise. ~\dult fr cLchise in local 
~2"0\~crnrnent enables a person ,·ote in a. 
di~trict in vYhich he is nohvith~ 
~)tanding that bo nHly ha \-e no jntcrcst in it. 

ThcrP a ro other reason..;; vd1 v I an1 not 
prep.:d'cd to welcome this Bill. ·It embraces 
an area too large for the proper adJnini~tra­
tion by a single authoritv. \V e ha vo 
PinbracPd in the Greater Brisbane area a 
la rgc an· a of land whicb ct'l'tainly is not 
rPquired for city purpo" s. The popular 
franchi"' will enable the representatives to 
bo chosen from the rnore populous centre'S, 
lc,n·ing the big area on the fringe of the 
citv with little or no voicc in its adminis­
tr<{tion or control. 1Jnder thoso circtnn~ 
,..t.ancos I arn quite ng::tinst tho lH'OPO"'ll, •and 
~Lall voic against it at cn•r:· stage. 

:\Ir. \\'_\.TERS (lee/ in (/r N) [2.22 p.m.]: 
I believe that this Bill will haYe the approval 
of the electors in the city of Bri,·bane, who, 
after all. are those most concerned >Yith its 
effect,. DospitP all that has been said, and 
may be said, from the Oppo.-ition benches 
as to the evils of adult he,l\chi se in loc-al 
goYcrnn1ent rur:.tters, thc•ro eau be no di::::puto 
as to the soundness of the policy of the 
Labour l'arty in this respect. Adult fr tll· 

Lbise is one of the basic princip]';s of dcn1o­
cracv. If adult franchi-_c is not concqled in 
local government matters, then there is no 
particular reason Ydly i~ should be provided 
for in the State or Fcdcr<tl spheres. In the 
early da~'S of Au:;tralia's devclop1ncnt, before 
the creation of federation, th: provc~rty vote 
-.;,yas aln1ost uniYorsal throusdwut ..::\u~tndia, 
rrnd still exists in the clt ·ilu11 of InNnbcrs 
iD the Legislative Council in Yarious States. 
!le ,pite this fact, the people generally have 
come to the conclusion th',t the property 
qualific ttion is no qualification at aJl in an 
eulightencd comrnunity. .._\fter all, nutny 
ncople have inlwritcd or acquir.,d property 
by questionable rneans; at all:· q11ite 
a number have done so. The llH'l'O of 
t\c po:::sc ··~ion of propert:v cloe;, 110t < arr.v 
Yi·ith it any particular qualities of ~taternan~ 
~hip enabling tho OWllOr to udn1inister local 
goYcrnmcnt or any other governn1ental 
actiYity. People who do not own property 
but are nevertheless residents of the ciL an' 
just as much entitlod-prob,lbly more cntitlc'd 
-to a Yoice in tho adminislnttion of local 
gm·ornmont affairs. They would probably 
1nnko bcth~r electors and bettc'r alderrnen 
than people whose only outlook on a pro­
pooal for the improvement of the city is 
,,.h,,thor it will affect their businc interests 
nr not. 

The Grc1.tcr Bri.0bano COllncil is probably 
the first ex1wrimcnt of its kind in Australia. 
and, despite what hon. mcmlwrs opposjt' 
n1ay say, has justified ih exi~tcn•~('. The~ 
underlying factor of its sncocss is the fact 
that in the initial stages aJ1d up to com­
paratively recently all residents hrr y._-) J1ad a 
voiec in the election of tl10sc who '· ould 
administer the affairs of the citY. It is 
frequently argued by opponr·nts ·of adult 
franchise that the man who 1'"2 ral',; has 
a spe<:ial claim for consideration and that 
n1unicipal affair;'. arc of greate1· conc0rn to 
him than the person who neither owns nor 
occupies ra house. I cannot see the force 
of that argument, because the propcrt.v 
qualification has no bearing on the intelli­
gonoe of the individual, nor does it cause 
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a person to be po~c.:cssed of state21nenlike 
qualities. It certainly \YOnld be intero~ting 
to sec ·whether, if Australia VYcro ern1roilcd 
in war, the ach-ocates of the righb of pro­
perty would be equally emphatic ou tlw 
point that the people to defend the conntr.v 
Ulll-"t IJO··H:'-s propcrt_Y or be ratepayers. 1 
think rnost of these advocates would urge 
that all should " do their bit." and if 
people are called upon to come to the aid 
of the nation at u tirno of cri~is, there i:-; 
j--urel~: no n~a:-;on vd1y the nation should 
dellri've them of the 1rlllnicil1al franchise in 
the duy• of peace. 

This Bill pro,·ides for the reversion to 
ihe co.rnrnittoc~ S\·stcrn. r_r}H: hon. lTiernbPr 
for Hamilton suime-tecl that Labour >tlder-
n1en >.\ aga·in:st iht~ executive systern 
because corun1iitcc systmn enabled then1 
to get some ehcctp pubiicity, as under the 
com1nittec ~y~tmn they could ::-110ak in council 
on nwtters of triYial in1portancc. The hon. 
mc,rnbcr hould bo the la,t ono in this 
Chan1ber to accuse anyone of indulging in 
choav pnblicit~.~. }lay I ron1incl hin1 that 
son:e ])LCJplc get pablicity that they do not 
desn·e ! 

Tl1e hon. member for Oxlev 'Yas Yerv 
wrath to think that under this lc'gislatio;, 
um'mployccl people rn:Jv c:et votes. ,\c ,orcl­
ing to the hon. n1cntb~'r -for Oxlev. it is a 
crim" for a rnan to be mH'mplo~·cd. \Vhat 
the hon. rnentbPr forgct.s is that nlo.-;t rnen 
art~ unernployed bPC.AU'3C of circurnstdnccs 
beyond their controL Merely because the'" 
are nut of 0nJplo~-nient is no juf:ti!lcation 
for dcpriYing tll(~lll of a Yoicc in the 
Hlent of the country, bccun .e they, all. 
cu·e the people 1110:.;r. afl'cctt d in i-hp Fed ern!. 
State, or rnuuicjpa1 spher('. The:v ~hould 
not he dcpri,·cd of the right to voie at a 
n1unicipal clcc:-ion. Tlw hon. mcruber for 
Oxlcy \Yavcd a pan1phlPt i:~:.:uecl b.";- :-on1r: 
Labour org-rrnisation in the ~orth and frorll 
it he read that tho candidate' wbo \'Cel' 

standing in the Lnbour intPrc~t-; hacl 3tntcd 
that if returned th0v- '"onld ~ee to it !·hat 
decent v, and \':ork1Hg- condition~ \Yel'(~ 
gi,·cn to 1nuniciprr1 en1i>lo:"ees. TLc hou. 
1ne~nbe1' 'ili-~S horriflC'd at · nch a ~ug~ ~~tio11. 
\Yh1ch to lus rnincl as f:On1<•thing th<lt slJoPld 
not bapp('ll in the munieipal spherf'. Bnt. 
after all. mullicipal authoritic•. "hould r.c·t 
shnn their obligations io thP cornrnunitv. 
'l'h0 Brl~bant: City Council or anv oth(•r 
loc~l g-oyerning- bc~dy ha just as £re at an 
obligation to see that lHlPinp1oyrnent is 
do-,vn to a n1inimun1 as anyone. There 
no reason why it should dismiss workers and 
cast tho onus on this or any othe-r Govern­
ment. If ov-ery employer of labour anrl 
everY Go,-ermnent in Amtrctlia follower! the 
sarno tactics as the Brisbane City Council 
has clone '"e should have .a very s'orrv stat<> 
of things. · ' 

Th·, ptescnt Brisbane City Council has con­
tributed seriously to the responsibilities of 
the Government with regard to uncmnlov­
ment. The council has taken every OllPO.r­
tunity to ration its employees. and, when' 
they could be dispensed with. to throw 
them upon Government aieL \Ye '"'" vwrk 
being clone by relief workers in the cit,­
which in the first instance it was neYc'r 
intenclcd to do with relief labour. The 
council is dodging its obligations to a con­
siderable extent. Neither the B eisbane Citv 
Council nor any other municipal body shoul~l 
be able to escape from its obligations to 
the community as employers of labour. 

The council seems to have done every­
thing possible to depreciate the working 
conditions of its employees in regard to 
hours of work, and has rationed them to a 
considerable extent. The council has in par­
ticular made the conditions of the tramway 
employees very hard indeed. So soon as the 
44-hour week was introduced the council 
made an application to the Industrial Court 
for an extension of rationing, but I a1n glad 
to say that the court did not grant their 
application. 

I believe that this Bill will receiye the 
endorsement of the majority of the people 
at present residing in the Greater Bri;)bane 
area. I haYe no doubt that if the adult 
franchise had been in operation at the last 
Brisbane election a Labour council would 
have been elected. The ?.loore Gon'rmHc·nt 
altm·ed the franchise becf\uso thev knev: Uwt 
their tcnn of office \vas comi11g~ to an elld. 
and that when tbe electors had the oppor­
nwit:· they would deal with the Jolly 
),_dnJini~tJ"atioll in no uucPrt:1in rnanner. But 
for the property qualificrttion at !he last 
Bri~bane Citv Council election the Labour 
Party \Yould ·have been suprcrno in the coun­
cil. I believe that at the forthcoming elec­
tion, with the <edult franchie; restored, the 
people will deal with the men who haYe 
l1cen nTi man.:tgiug the affair,, of the city 
clnring the last three ye us. and pass them 
into obli,·ion. 

The rnunicipal sphere i~ one of the most 
importrrnt of go,;ennrH::ntnJ aci.i\-itie~. The 
1nunicipa.l representatives COino into direct 
contact with the pt ople, and I l•clien' that 
a. ciiv like Brisbane would be more pro­
gres.-.ivc if a Labour council ;yas in charge 
of the ad1nlnistration of its aftair8, becnESO 
after all n Labour council is the onh- Lodv 
wl1ir h can ~:1ti~factorily legislate fOr th~ 
whole of the people. Tho Civic Reform 
Partv, "·hich attempted to get into office 
nt the last election, us cornpo:-:cd in the 
rnain of pl'0'11incnt businc.-.s pt'Op]e backed b.' 
certain institutions in Brisbane, -,yhieh SLlP­

plic'cl larg;o sums of monev to it.J candidatPe 
with the object of--

:Jir. SPEAKER: Order 1 

Mr. \L~ TERS: I am pr-obabl, ont of 
o_dcJ', J\lr. Spc ,ker. I welcon1c the Bill, and 
I tntst that tho people of Briobane, now 
that they ha Ye t l1e opportunity of cxercjs­
ing the adult franchise, will see to it that 
>tt the next Greatcer Brisbane elections a 
Labour council is returned. 

The H0:\1E SECRETAP.Y (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, ltlwu) [2.35 p.m.]. in reply: I 
haYe li:::tf>nccl with a great doal of intPrO""t 
:md atiPlltion to the cl·bate upon this 
ITI~'n,;;;llrt'. A y(•rv noticeable feature of the 
debate has been 'the consistencY with '.l·hich 
hon. nwmbors opposite stick to' their opposi­
t'o;; to a Greeter Brisb:>,ne city at all. One 
naturally expr:tj Ol1po_-3ition to and jntoler­
n.nce of an~Tthing nc-,v or progre~siYe fron1 a 
political party which has always been 
noticeable for lu-~nging on to thinf!') as thc:.r 
arc and hating change, progress, o1· advance­
ment of any kind. I especially objcrt to the 
manner in "·hich hon. members oppo8ite lick 
their lips in anticipation of evil ovcrtal(ing 
tlw rit,- of Brisbane. One after another thev 
prophisy all kinds of evils for the Greatc~· 
Brisbane area. Thev blame adult franchise 
for being responsible' for man.v of the things 
they object to, but thf'y cannot blame it for 
br :ng fully rc~ponsible for tho £18,000,000 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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debt v h;ch the citv owes to-dav. If 
the·- are honest thev ·will admit th.at the 
hu!i, of that debt was in existence before 
GreaU'r Brisbane wa:5 established at all. 
VPn little of ihat debt has been incurred 
sine(; 1 hat lime. l'erhapn some of the under­
takiugs \Yere too huge, but a£ter all it i-3 
bettc'r to 1nake 1nistakcs in doing big things 
than to confine oneself lo doing the small. 
1nean things in civic. life. I£ the e.'-'tablish­
IllC'nt of the Greater Brisbane sv~tcn1 has been 
rc~Sponsible for anything lt hasu, at all eYcnts, 
giYc1l the outt·r suburbs son1c rhanrl' to 
dcn•lop and hrts giYen lhc people of our 
connnunity smue chance of having a d0cently 
goL'l'llGd city. \Ye haYe only to look at our 
Inagnificc11t 111ain roads s:; >='tern to realise the 
benefits of the change. If it wore not for 
t!Josc roads \Vynnum and Sandgate \Yould 
still be moo;quito-ridden, small, isolated 
:-.ct.tlenlcut-s, and noi the progrc;;:.sive rnodern 
-;nbm·bs that \Ye find tlwm to-dav. Similar 
dcYcloprnent has been going on all about us. 
\Vc find the working people builJing hornes 
in suburb~ IYhich arc connected bv a network 
of very fine roads. Had \Ye still the petti­
fogging councils that we had in 1924, b:xlies 
which unlv ftddlcd and tinkered v ith munici­
pal probfnns, we conlcl not pohibl~- have 
made the iulprovenlL'nts that \Ye find to-day. 

During the debate hon. members oppo:·ite 
lutYe made certain statements in defence of 
their idea of representation of propcrt0•. Th~ 
:;ubstance of CYcry statcrnent rnadc by hon. 
1ncmbcrs opposite in regard to adult fra.llchise 
has be•~n llHtde by thBir political THedeccssors, 
vd1o ·were also in opposition to adult fran­
chi:-Jc in Btatc or Federal affairs. So soon a~ 
any enlargement of the franchise was fore­
shaJo\-red it \Yas uret by the 13a.n1e argurucnts 
tll[l.t ha,-:, been n1ndc here to-dav bv hon. 
members \Ybo arc supposed to be "the· repre­
sentaliYc .. of the people in this Parliament. 
They argue that a person rnust haYe a stake 
in the country, and their idea of a stake 
is tl1c 01\'urrship of a house. The \YOrking 
n1an has a stake in the- country; it i:-3 the 
welfare of himself, his wife, and hin child1·en. 
\Yhen one looks back and sees the progress 
that has been made ono realises that the 
argurnents of hon. mc1nbers oppo~itc arc 
ridiculous. Progress cornme11ced when the 
people~ as a people, began to secure so1ne 
rights in their own government and in such 
things as public safety, buildings thll cstab­
lish:nel!t of factories, the buildin'g of shops, 
samtatwn, health, and moans of transport. 

The Leader of the Opposition said that the 
conferring of the adult franchise on the 
people will prove of no benefit to the citv 
council. He said it \Vas a matter of sccnrin;. 
brains. Brains are very valuable in all form~ 
of govcrnrncnt, because \Ye bad cxperieucc 
in this ~tal." of. a period of three years during 
winch IJrams m the people controlling the 
State were noticeable by their absence. I 
agree with lhc hon. gentleman that brains 
arc valuable in municipal affairs; thev are 
just as Yaluable in State affairs. Wh;t the 
Leader of the Opposition apparently over­
looked in the matter of adult franchise in 
civic affairs is the wider sense of responsi­
blllty of the people governing the city and 
their responsibility to the people who elected 
them, as a people. They are responsible to 
the people who desire to be decent, clean, 
happy, and prosperous. although they may 
not be ratepayers, and not to a section who 
are concerned only with dividends, interest, 
and profits or businesses. That is the dis­
tinction. The council will be responsible to 

[Hon. E. JJI. Hanlon. 

the ,,-hole of the people. The hon. member 
for Aubigny is a very fine illustration in that 
respect. All he need do is to throw hi,; mind 
buck to the time when he contemplated the 
pa,sago of a Bill to prolong the miserable 
life of his GoYernment. He no doubt remem­
)Jers very well the night when !he people of 
Brisbane gathered in the City Hall in 
thousands to protest agftinst the proposed 
action of his Gov•crnment. He soon realised 
his scnee of responsibility io the people. Ho 
did not ask of the Jleopie in that hall wlwthcr 
they paid rate.s, whether they owned premises, 
"·hether they had offices in Queen street, or 
anything else. The indigation of the citizens 
of this city who had gathered to protest 
against his proposal compelled him to 
surrencl very promptly illdor·d. 

i\Ir. JI.100RE: I was not even interested. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The people 
of the city of Brisbane gathered together 
l hat night saw to it that the hon. gentlernan 
became intereeted. He then realised his 
sense of responsibility to the citizens as a 
whole and not merely to the property­
(nyners. 

The hon. member said that mv statement 
about the progress of this city" under the 
ndult franchise was rt reflection upon the 
Jlast mayors and past councillors. That was 
Bathing of the kind any more than the talk 
of :\Iagna. Charta would be a reflection upon 
the per~onal honour and integrit~~ of l(ing 
John. It is more than lilcly that King 
.John's ~rhost would say, "H.car, hear l " 
in this Chamber to the arguments a·dvanced 
by hon. members opposite. Probably King 
,j ohn usc;d the same arguments >Yith the 
b :runs, for it is the sarne <ngurncnt that 
l·as been persisted in by Tory parties right 
1 hrough the ages. The people to \Yhom I 
baye referred carried on local governn1ent 
to the host of their ability in accordance 
"·ith the laws of the time. In order to 
,eCLue a scat in any lcgislatiYo chamber or 
in any municipal council, they had to pay 
heed to the demands of the busine ~s people 
and the proporty-o,ynors, "\vhosc~ do1na1Hls 
were not always in the interests of the people 
os rt whole. I did not reflect upon the 
personal character of past aldermen. I con­
tended that progress had been made smce 
the people as a whole had secured some 
yoicc in State and municipal affair::i. 

The hon. member for Hamilton stated that 
it was a pity that political warfare had 
been introduced into municipal affairs. 
From the point of view of the hon. member, 
there is not the slightest doubt that it is. 
For a long period of years the political 
party of which the hon. member is a member 
hrtd a n1onopoly in local governn1ent affairs; 
there certainly was no political war£,are, 
because there was only one political party. 
The objection to the introduction of political 
feeling arose only when people of Labour 
convictions began to enter local goYernrnont 
affairs. No objection was raised when mem­
bers of Parliament belonging to the political 
party of the hon. member were members of 
local authorities. In mv own native town 
of Ithaca members of thi~ House were mem­
bers of the council for years, but nobody 
raised any cry about it. The Hon. A. G. C. 
Hawthorn was a member of that council 
for many years. He was a member of 
a political party and a man with definite 
political convictions. Hon. members oppo­
site did not say that his being there was 
\Yrong. They said that it was quite right 
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that he should be th·ere, because they also 
belonged to his political party. It was only 
1vhen Labour ca11clidates began to enter the 
Ithacn, Council chamber and other council 
cl nnbcrs throughout the State that hon. 
liiCinbcrs oppo,ite decided that pDlitical feel­
ings in local authority affairs were bad. 
ben,use a _political influence hDstile to them 
wa::; creeping u:. 

Hon. members opposite have also said that 
; he Bill was one to gi.-e the Labour l'n rty 
an advantage at the forthcoming city elec­
tion~. The hon. mc1nbcrs for I-Iarnilion, 
Oxley, and Sandgate haYo insisted upon that. 
They seem to think that the Dn]y object of 
a Labour Go.-ernment in passing legislation 
is to get a political advantagl" £or themselves. 
The Bill is not a Dill of that kind. When 
disct!ssing· the proposed alteration Df the 
frnnchi,o by the Moore GoYNnment in 1930, 
tlw hon. member fDr Hamilton frankly told 
a meeting in his electorate that the Bill 
his Go-.;;ernn1cnt were to introduce was 
de-signed to keep the Labour Party out of 
t: c Brisbane City Council. 

]\Ir. RuSSELL: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
noint of order. The statement of the hon. 
iv:'ntlernan is absolutely untrue. I ncYcr 
made the statement. 

J\Ir. SPE.\KER : The Home Secretary 
muc• accopt the denial of the hon. member 
for Hamilton. 

The HO~lE SECRETARY: I do accept 
it. I am g-lad to hear the hon. member 
deny it. I hope, too, that he will sec that 
the that published the statement also 

his denial. The report went on to 
~ay tllut the hon. n1cmbf~r regretted the 
intrusion of party politics into local govern­
nJent _)_ff _:,irs, and expressed the view that 
they sbould be kept out. It also ltated that 
he said that the proposed amendment of the 
City of Brisbane \et >Yas being made by 
his Gon rnment so as to put an end to 
party IJ0!1t1cs in 111Unici pa1 affairs by putti11g 
an end t,, the Labour Partv in the Brisbane 
City Council. l hope that "the hem. member 
\':ill sec that the paper that published the 
report contradjcts it. 

~\Ir. RcSSELL : Stick to facts. 

The HO:',IJ<; SECRET~\RY: I shall give 
th€' hon. rncrnbcr son1e rnore facts. It i::1 
said thflt the Bill is to give an adYantage 
to the Labour Party at the fDrthcDming 
nmniri]nl elections. Even if the Labour 
PFLrt,y -were sure that eYory Labour nornineo 
at the forthcoming municipal elections would 
be defeated as a result of this Bill, >Ye would 
>;till introduce it, because the Dill is based 
{)11 justice and seeks to gi vo the people a 
Yoice in rnunicipal affairs. \Vo shall legis­
late in the interests of right and justice for 
tho people, irrespective Df how our candi­
;Jatcs fare during the elections. vVe cannot 
afford to lose sight of the need for a prin­
ciple of a free and wide suffrage in muni­
cipal affairs for the sake of avoiding the 
possible loss of a candidate at the next 
municipal election. 

To illustratp further the stupidit)" of the 
arguments of hon. members opposite, let me 
quote two aspects of municipal go,-ernment 
in Brisbane. Greater Brisbane was created 
by a Labour Government \\'ho '\Vere as 
wide awake as any Government who have 
sat on the Tre-asury benches. They deliber­
ately created in the ir:terests of the people 
a city with a 10-mile radius. Hon. 
members opposite objected to a 10-mik 

radius, considering it to he too big. The 
Liovernmcnt of the d<ty said that this radius 
,,,·as necessary in order to g-ive the city rooul 
for expansion and deYelopment. Had tlu•re 
been a desire on the part of the UoYcn_;_­
ulent to control the affairs of the city they 
could have create-d a greater B1·isbane ·wib: 
a 3 or 5-mile radius and thus previ'nted 
rhe party reprL:sented by hon. rnembcrs 
opposite h·orn ever haYlng n1uch of a voice 
in n1unicipal goYernrncnt. in Bri~Uanc. ..:\ 
greater Brisbane area with a 3-mile radius 
~ ·otlld return an ahnost Hll<1uin1ou:; Labour 
tearn to the council. 

l\1r. }lAX WELL : You f!attc1· yourself. 

Tlw HO~IE SECRETARY: To realise the 
clJ.anco::-;, the hon. n1ernhor o11ly to 
~crutiulse the results of the elections 
during the last iiftecn or t\n'Dt·.T vea1·:::~ in 
roopeot of electorates within " a· 3-mile 
radiLls of the General Post Oflice. Ho will 
then kno\Y that ahnost eYcrv such ( lectlon 
has returned a Labour nwjo"rity. It would 
have been in the jnLcrcsts of the Labour 
Party to restrict the radius. The Labour 
GoYcnunent of the cl a v roalie0d that thev 
had Yer:,~ little chauce ol \Yinning seats in th~ 
outer nrca, and that thr: outer al'ea has rnoro 
~h· less 111adc a :National majority 011 the coun­
cii possible. The fact that the GoYcrnmcnt 
insi~tecl on doing the right t.hiug by tlu· 
p{~oplc of I3risUane disposc·s of any sngge~.· 
tion of ulh_rior n1oti \·cs on their part. Let 
us t,d;;:c the last tr\-o elections 1n JJri5baw• 
uud sec if nny pol.itic.:l advantage v,;;" 
r;_•aped by the Labour Party as a rt:sult of 
adult franchise. The 1927 elections were 
held on adult franchise, which enrolled 
1?0.000 Yoters. The 1"30 elections 1Yere held 
on tho r,c,tricted franchise introduced b-.­
the :\Ioore GoYemmcnt. L:ndcr that fnui­
chisc 94,000 electors were di~fr.,nchised. 
The Labour Party secured far better results 
1n the 1930 elections th&H it did in the 
1927 elPctions. Anyone !"C"rutinising the 
Jigurc"' ,youlJ b(? jn:-;tificJ in as . ..;erting that 

l'l'"'"'tricted frrruchis·e IY<:t" of <HlYantarrc to 
thP Labour Part\T. but we-- are not conc~r!led 
· Lot~t ~~~·hich sid;~ gets fl1o advantage. \Ye 
rtaltsc the 1·ight and ju-cticc of giYing YOtes 
to all citizens of Brisbane tnd ,\-c arc giYing 
them that right unclPr this Bill. 

The hmL member for lhlev a,-.,.ertccl tlwt 
·ho 1\Ioore GoYcrnment's n;ll had had a 
beneficial influenc--.: oa the f-lnnnoes of the 
council. The hon. rncrubf'i'

1 
as a rnctropolitau 

repre::;;cntatiYe, should haYc H n1orc inti­
mnte knowledge of the financial affnirs of 
his city. It is true that the coullcil clo~ed 
its last financial vear with a credit bale"nce 
of £80,0)0. but that result was achicn·d ]J,.,. 
getting rid of the pennanout workers and 
carrying out the bulk of the O!lCrations of 
r he city under the svste1n of relief \York. 
The Brisbane_ Cit0' Coi.mcil actually imposed 
c,n the State, m respect of work which should 
have been done by its permanent staff. It 
is an easy n1attcr to save n1oney by I1a:-~1ng 
o(f regular hand" aud usi11g. in their plare 
1 he fund cn ~ted bv the GO\·ernnwnt in 
order to provide foocl and shcitcr for th~ 
unemployed. The financial rule of the 
Brisbane City Conncil clnring the het three 
,-ears has certainly been no advertisement 
for the Act which created it. 

The hon. member for OxlPy Dbjectcd to 
an_v person having a .-ote if he was rc,<ident 
in the city a month or two on! v. \V e all 
know that when election time c,';mcs round 
the hon. member bestirs himself in g-etting 
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people on the roll in order that he mav 
sPcurc their 'otes. It troubles him not ho\V 
long· those people have been resident in his 
clef''~oratc. It saYours of insincerity -..v-hen 
an hon. rnernbcr encourages the enroln1cut 
of people resident only a month or two in 
an c•lectorate for the purpose of securing 
their yotc:; at the State c_•lcction, and theE 
seek to deny the oamc people votes in local 
goYcrnn1-ent rnatters. 

The favoured argument of hon. members 
opposite has been that boanlt'l's and other 
persons do not pay any rates to the city 
because thcv are not the heads of house­
holds; and they contend that therefore they 
should be denrivcd of the franchise. T!Ja r 
argument is ;hallow. \Vc all lmm1· perfectly 
well that consumers purchasing goods from 
an-y .store or en1poriun1 pa~' ihc ratc:':l 011 
city properties in exactly !lie same \Yay as 
they pa2,~ the -.,ages of the en1ployccs, tbc 
interest on the ovenhaft, and the profit.s 
of the shareholders. \Vhen a customer enters 
an emporium to buy a shirt, a pair of boots, 
or a pair of trousers the shopkeeper does 
not apportion the cost, setting aside so much 
for reut, so much for taxe">, and so n1ueh for 
intere:st. Assurne that the <.:ost price of a 
shitt is 4s. Fifty per cenL. is added for 
overhead expense's, "'.Yhich inc.:ludc rent. rate:· 
insuranc,·, ernployees' wage-;, an(l all the 
other co~ts of running the business, 1naking 
the price 6s.; ls. is ,~. antcd for diYidc'tld: 
rnaking the price 7s.; and th0 cu~to1ncr i~ 
told, "The price is 7s. ~ take it or lFaYc ic." 
Tho rates are included the san1C~ n any other 
fonn of oYerhcacl eo t. I-Iml. nH:111ber~ oppo­
site would lead us to believe that the co:n-
111ercial com1nunii:y eh cl not knosv their O\ er­
head costs. Ono would belicyc that th< ,, 
added their " o•.~crhead " to the price 0£ 
goods 'iYitho;_lt taki1~g rntc· into ac~ount. 
Tlw fact is th c;·.t no pcr;;;on conld exist lE 
busincs:; v.-1Jo did not know lris o\·crhcad 
costs and did not include in his prices eYery 
itenr of tho:-'e cof;t::'. If the argun1cnt i.;.; 
sound tha.t the bo'1tder, the pcrfDll \Yho OLCLL­

piC', rt fiat. or tl1c person who sleeps in 
the do s not pay rates, why all tho 
fu'') the rcduct1on to the people in 
Cu tou1- i( ? \Ye fiLc1 tho prt '·~ bur~i]Hg 
into about tho relief to the com-

~ro!-1 a n't~uction in Customs dutiC'"· 
novor paid 1,. to the Customs Dcr rt­

went directlY. How is tho reduction to 
nffect n1c? ThPre an) or.:.c or two hon. nlCtll­
b0rs h('l'O who. by Yirtue of being in busirw;-..:, 
perlwp3 pav Jircct tn.xfltion to the Custom3 
Department, b'1t tho number of people in 
Qurenslalld \Yho pay direct taxation to thrrt 
der1artnwnt i.; yery' few indeed. But t!Jcre 
i~ not a person in this State who doe .. not 
in t.he food or the drink which he con unlC-3 
1,a_v son1e porti·)Il of the Custom~ duty col­
lcctod b, 01•o Commonwealth GoYermncnr. 
EYcr:v cOn~umcr in this State is paying 
C'u::-imn~ dntv (- ,·erv thnr he buvs an a1·ticlc. 
The pmehaser o E a tin of tobacco pays 
5-l. or 6cl. to the c·u· toms De::art '_lblt -­

r~ot rlirrc·tl~·. n:-:\f rthelr-,s hc1 pays }'t. ~·l,.ccord­
inr· to the arguments put up by hon. rnen1bcrs 
opposite the only people who should lwvc a 
yote in Federal politics aro the importers. 
]Jec """' the~- nrc the people who directly 
pay tlH' Y~t3t 1nount of Custon1s rcYenue. 
The argnrnent is as logical in the ono case 
as in the other. The consuming public pay all 
costs on cmnn:odities, \Yhcthcr Custmns dutjes, 
interest on OYcrdraft, rent, rates, the cost 
of th.e proprietor's motor car-all these items 

[Hon. E. JI. Ilanlon. 

a re added charges to the cost of all eo m mo­
di ties. In the last analysis the consumer of 
any article is the person who pays all these 
costs, Every consumer in Brisbane pays his 
share of the rates of business premisEs in 
Brisbane exactlv as he pays his share of 
1l1e Custon1s duiic-- c-ollected bY the Con11non-
,, ealth Government. ' 

Hon. member after hon. member has 
harped upon the cry that irresponsible people 
"-ho do not directly pay rates-I have proved 
that they inclirectly pay them-will mis­
spend public money if they have a vole in 
municipal affairs. They have a vote in 
State affairs, and they do not pa) direct 
taxation to the State. If it is right to 
disfranchise them in municipal affairs that 
principle holds good in State affair~. lt 
c''rtainly holds good in a Chamber where 
only vcsterdav the Treasurer outlined an 
e:q)encliture of £16,000,000 of the pcovle· ,; 
woney. If the 94,000 people \vho were muni­
cipally disfranchised by the late Govermnent 
arc sufficiently honest to participate in the 
election of members of Parli[uncnt to c:oll­
sider tho expenditure of £16,000,000 of public 
money, I fail to see that they arc too dis­
honest to participate in tlm election of 
rcprcsontatiYes of the city in ,_,hich they 
Ji\o. Those 94,000 people are voting for 
the expenditure of moncv throughout the 

: .1 et ];on. members 'opposite say that 
should be denied a voice in the spending 

of money collected in their own city. The 
argurnc!lt is fallacious. This st.atement j;-3 
becoming such a corrunon slauclt:l', and is 
rcpBatcd so often tlmt hon. 1ncmbers opposite 
will begin to believe it. It is a slander upon 
th,, poor people-upon the non-property own­
ing people-to sugge2t that they are not 
honest--

:Mr. R. }1. KING: J\io one ere;' said they 
were not honest. 

The IIOl\IE SECRETAHY: 'lho claim of 
hon. members oppo,ite that they arc irn­
~ponsible and V>ill v a~te public Inouc,y is 
a dairu of cl1..,honcsL:r·. lf in n1y 0\1:11 

dcpJrtrnellt I ::;;pcncl public nloney wjthout 
due regard to honc,t~' and vnlue, then 1 fUn 

a rogue-. If a person does th.~t 1nmtey 
C'ntrustod to his care in a u1r;acity 
is spcn~ honc~tly, th0n he i,~ a rogue, and 
the ll10inbcr of l_)arlia.Incnt doe~ 11ot ha YG 
l'<'gard to honesty a.nd Yaluc i11 the c.xpcncli­
nuo of puLlic rnonoy is a ro'~ue. The 
~c:~11e holds good iu rnuuieipal and business 
affairs. If the hon. Inen1h2r for \Yind;-;or 
allO\\'S smncono in his v;archousc to spend 
money on behalf of the firm, he expects 
that persou to spend it fairly and honc~tl_,. 
I know the hon. n1cmber would not be so 
fooJi,h as to contend that becclllcc th·~ 
c!nploycc concerned had no financial jnten~st 
in the iinn he was going to thieYo the 
monev in the absence of the hon. IllClnbc'r. 
1\'h:-- 'then say that about people who look 
cc iter rmmicipal affairs? If it does r'ot appl~­
in his own lJusinf'~'-' it does not apply in the 
mu11icipal Lnsincss. 

T\1r. C. TAYLOH: I said nothing o£ ihc 
kind. 

The H0:\1E SEl'RETARY: HorL mem­
ber' opllosite keep saying that the··e people 
wi:l waste public money if they have any 
, 1~- in the representation of the council. 
If that ap11lies to public men it applici 
also to busines3 n1en, i1nporters, or pro 
ducers who would be prevented from employ, 
ing anyone unless they had some finr,ncial 
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intere-,.t in the undertaking, on the ground 
lhat if these people had no interest in the 
undertaking itself they would disregard 
honesty alld fail to give value in ~el'Yice to 
the flnn concerned. The same principle 
applies in GoYcrnnlOnt as in private enter­
prise. If wo do not seo that money is 
-pent with duo regard to the interests of the 
con1111Unity \Ye are no better than an:· other 
defaulting agent who misspends the money 
of his firm. Take the 66,000 women \Yho arc 
disfranchised by the ]l;loore GoYernmont 
because they were not occupiers of pro­
perty. Are they rogues? HmL members 
opposite say they should not havo votes, 
that thee- are not to be trustod; that not 
having -p,·opcrty they should not YOte 
because the': would yote for somebodv who 
\vould misspond money. History prove3 
that these people ha vo a far better sense 
of responsibility thrm those who are in tlw 
main the propertied claf'-os of the com­
rnunit..v. \Yhen men an~ wanted to fight for 
th~!ir country no one asks 1rhcther they .a.re 
ratepayt-rs or not. Hon. rncn1bers opposite 
would give a voto to Hoberts, t'Jc cancer 
quack, "\vho ""~.<as exploiting the comn1unity 
to tho extent of £3CO a we·ck \\·ith h1s bogus 
clinic. Being occupiers of premises such 
]Woplo are the salt of the earth in the judg­
ment of hon. members opposite. The 
nur~c J .at thP General liospital, proporl.v 
c1ualificd wo1nen, making their living in a 
noble profcnion, cannot be trusted, but 
fpi-lcrc like Roberts can be given votes! 
\Yhat a wonderful idea in selcetillg e. cla" 
to govern the community-to di,-ide people 
into t-wo sc,·tJon3, ono section ·which owns 

and shall have votes, and another 
\vho doe__, not own property and shall 

not lw.Yc votr -:. l could understand holl. 
rnexnbcrs OfJposite 1naking a ca;o:.c for giying 
the cnfranchi~,__rncnt only to people who had 
some qualification of value such as education~ 
pro£0·· ional knovd0dge, or even patrioti~In-
I could understand their nHtking in 
that direction-but mcrolv to are 
going to diYide the peopl~ into sections 
and that those -.;vho l1aYo prOlH-n·ty sh81l 
govern tho country while those .,-ho have 
not property ~hall not haYe any yoico in it 
is inexcusable. 

Another point made by hon. m cm ber, oppo­
site was the objection to the election of 
ma_;"or h:" the people, but tho election of 
lll<l,YOl~ by the people is the only --way of 
sobering· an executive officer who ··.ill bP 
n'~pomihlc to all the city and not to o1w 
corner of it. Under this Bill the rnavol' 
will be the repr-esentative of all the c!t0-, 
'

1 11d his urge and incentive \vill be tn do 
his dntv to the citv. \Yithout in anv wn\" 
reflc~ctir~g- upon th~ personal integrity Or: 
tho gentleman "-ho is Lord :Mayor of Bris­
bane. we know that he has a cln1g upon him 
from bis own ward. He is the chief execu­
tiye officer spending the money of the city, 
and whether he favours his own ward or 
net he will be accused of doing so, If 
anv vyork is done in his own ward people 
wiil say he is looking after that ward, look­
ing after his nest and hjs o'v'n people, nnd 
acting against the interests of the rc·t of the 
community. He should be protected from 
any attack of that kind -and be made respon­
_,ible to the whole of the city; then there 
\vould be no room for a charge of that 
kind, 

The Leader of the Opposition said there 
\Vas in his opinion no advantage in having 

a wid.- charter; but I cannot seo any advan­
tage in having a narro"\v charter or outlook. 
\Ye have deliberately given the people of 
Brisbane a wide charter for a ).JUrpose. I 
l.,:JlO"\V hon. 1ncn1bcrs opposite cannot visualise 
the possibilities of the city of Brisbane or 
look ahead, but tho opportunity exists for 
big· things to be done for Brisbane under a 
wicle charttr. The Loader of the Opposition 
hes been accustomed all his life to the 
affair;;; of a country shir(', and us a critic 
of the :adrninistration of Bri5banc he is not 
too ·well rccolntnendc·d fron1 his own shire 
of Rosalic. \Vo know that the new chair­
man of the Rosalie Shire Council had a 
g-ood man-sized job ahead of him wh--,n he 
took m-er the management of affairs of the 
RosaliC' shire from the Leader uf the Opposi­
tion. Ono of the things that vvill ahvays be 
remembered abm1t that shire is that Yalua­
tiollS \Yere reduced for the purpose of 
enabling the council to dodge its due share 
of the precept made by the hospitals board. 

Mr. :YlAx\HLL: \Ye had to reduce the 
average. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That is cor­
rect, A twopenny-halfpenny advantage was 
to be had by putting the valuatium down-­
the council could pass it on to the Jl(•ighbour­
]ng shires. r_rhat sort of thiug doe~ not arise 
In thu citv of Brisbane at all. These rnoall 
vi·a,",'S \Youid neYf-l' bo of advantage to Bris~ 
banc. Higher ideals a.nd broader motives 
are required for goYerning the cdpital city 
of this State. 

I was interested to hear the remarks of 
the hon. member for \Vynnum. He gave us 
" 'en karncd dtscour-e on the respmlsibi!i­
tic,, of the nu·ious Governments. He said 
tbe city of B1·isb-ano had no legislative 
po-,,-er. The city of Brisbane has a lcgisla­
tiye power, although it is certainly limited 
in iL -cope, This Parliameut has only 
llmited legislative power; so also has the 
Federal Parliament. Tho powers of the city 
of Brjsbano arc lirnitccl, but. they arc far 
"·idcr th"n those of any other local authority 
in the world, and they will enable the men 
in COJJtrol to do yery big things for the city. 
Tl!P council is charged with the control of 
liP"ht. \ruter supply, sanitation, cleansing, 
lrt~n~port, rnaint('nance of parks, beautifica­
tioll of the ciiv. and all those anwnities 
-dtich a great city should possess. It has 
po\Vl'l' to rnakc ordinances of a ycry wide 
character, subject, of course. to the approval 
of the Go ,-or nor in Council. The man of 
Yision will hav-e plenty of opportunities to 
show his ability as a member of the council. 

The final argument of the hon. member 
for \Yt·nnuul was an attack on n1v idea of 
den1or~·acy. If dcn1ocracy is as ~described 
by the horL member for \Vynnum, then I 
know uothing about the -,ubject. He says 
that \V(~ are inconsistent in refusing to enrol, 
- 1y, graziet's from \Vestern Queensl-and on 
the metropolitan rolL He says that we 
claim that the people who buy goods in the 
• iry pay rates, and therefore they should 
ha.Ye tbe right to have their namr>s on the 
<'lcctoral roll of the city. However, they 
would not be residents, and are in exactly 
tho sa1nc position as I would bo were I to 
lmy goods from Longreach or Cunnamulla. 
I would not have a vote in tho-'e towns, 
simply on that account. I am not entitled 
to two votes for that reason. I reside in 
the city of Brisbane, and am entitled to 
vote onlv in the area in which I live and 
rear my" family. 

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.] 
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The most important work which comes 
within the ambit of the Brisbane City Coun­
cil is looking after the public health. We 
know that the public health is of paramount 
importance. \Ye are realising the import­
ance of health, especially in tropical or sub­
tropical countriP:3. Proper regard to the 
interests of public health in Australia is 
going to play a rnore pron1inent part in 
keeping Australia white than is the po>Ses· 
sion of battleships, but it is shamefully 
neglected in the city of Brisbane to-day. 
A sptem is in operation in wltich we find 
~a.nitary '<';agons 'Yith a capacity of ninety 
pans leaYing the depot and going out to do 
the cleansing of an area containing 100 to 
130 pans. The contractor f, r that service 
is paid so much per pan per service. The 
wagon goes ont with ninet~v clean pans, and 
it is supposed to lcayo n clean pan at cYery 
house. It goes ont with n inct:v clc 1n pans 
alJ(l comes back with the collection from 120 
houses. How is it done' Is that not a 
shnrncful llr::'glect of the hc-',lth of the emn­
munitv? \Yill the flies from those unclc~n 
c·nuYc•nirnce-,, n1crclv settle on the noses of 
the ratepayers? Do they not n1cnace the 
health of eYcry lllf'Inbl~r of tlH! conununity? 
Are they not a menace to the poor and rich 
a !lkc 't Of conr~e, the>:v are. :F-10alth Inat­
ters ar0 of such vitnl impnrLtnc-r to thr~ 
pcopk of this commn11it:v that ' e would be 
failing in our clnt)' to the people if "·e dirl 
not givo eypry :-anP and ho1~c.st r Jnlt a 
rig·ht to a voice in the govern1ncnt of the 
city. 

Question-" That the Bill be now read a 
~econd tiu10" (Jir. Hnnlon's m.otion)-put; 
anrl the House divided:-

AYES, 20. 
Mr. Barber ~Ir. Keogh 

Brmsington King, w. T. 
Druee LfewElyn 
Bul ... ~Jck 2\Iullan 
Conroy O'Keefe 
Cooper Pease 
Copley, P. K Smith 
Dash Stop ford 
Fole-y Taylor, G. C. 
Funnell \Y llingt Hl 

Gledson 
Hanlon TelleT8: 
Hanson Gair 
Hynes Williams 

NoES, 22. 

~Jr. Rarnes ::11r. Roberts 
Bayley Sizer 
Brand Sparkes 
Clayton Swayne 
Deacon 'faylor, c. 
Kenny Tozer 
King, R.M. \Valker 
Maher Wienllolt 
Maxwell 
Moo re Tellers: 
Nicklin Fadrlen 
Nimrno RusselJ 

PAITIS. 

Avrcs 
Mr. Copley, W. J. 

Waters 
Collins 
Hayes 
Larcombe 
Bedford 

NOES. 

Mr. Costello 
Plunkett. 
Peterson 
Edwards 
Daniel 
M organ 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Consideration of the Bill in Committee 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

[Hon. E. JJI. Hanlon. 

i\10TOR SPIRIT VE:\TDORS BILL. 

SEC"O:o!D READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Brucc, The l'ablclund) [3.17 
p.rn.]: I move-

" That the Bill be now read a second 
tin1e." 

Tho Leader of the Opposition has con­
tended that there is no rer,son whv the Bill 
should provide that C\'Cry person" who sold 
1110tor SIJirit shou]J keep proper book::; and 
accounts. Ho expree,ed the opinion that it 
would be sufhcient to provide that the com­
pa nics concerned should pure ha se a certain 
quantity of power alcohol, presumably, to do 
with it as they liked. He "aid that they 
could nm it down the gutter, send it over­
sea•, or use it for any other purpose ·what­
ever. All this Bill lays down is that the 
coinrwnics shall takt) so Intwh pOl\~or alcohol 
in proportion to the quantit.v of petrol sold. 
To ascertain the qtpntity of petrol sold, it 
is necessary for the cmnpa:nics to keep books, 
and that thev should be open for inspection 
bv the Governn1ent to clctcnnlue tho a1nount 
or power alcohol which they should take. 
That is reallv the main issue in so far as 
the keeping ~f books is concerned. 

The Leader of the Opposition veuturerl the 
opinion that there v. onld not be any likeli· 
hood of an incrca~c in the n1anufaciurc of 
pO\Yer alcohol during the next i.vve}yo n1onths. 
The object of this legislation is to enable the 
factory to get rid of its present production 
of power alcohol. Once it is enabled to do 
so, it is logical to asmmc that the money 
received from the product can be employed 
in adding to the machinery with the object 
of producing a greater quantity. As I inter­
jected when the Lcadr'r of the Opposition 
\YUS speaking, \Ye \Yill then have rivers 
emanating from a spring. It is very diflicult 
indeed to visualise the future incrc~aso in the 
production of power alcr hol. Immediately 
after the Leadet· of the Opposition resumed 
his seat the hon. rr1embcr for I\.:cnncdy spoke 
and rcf~rrcd to the Tully :::ugar area.. This 
is a new sugar area. That hon. 1nen1hcr 
foresaw the great possibilities of the exten­
sion to th;,t area of the mmufacture of 
power alcohol. His arg,ument. wore based on 
vcr:v sound grounds. To-day thcro is great 
dissatisfaction in connection 'vith the a'"'Jign­
ment of cane lands. It may be quite possible 
to gro·w sugar-cane on unassign('d lauds for 
the manufacture of po>n'r a]c.,hol, or it may 
n1r> po.;:_,,,iblc for tho sugar induBtrv to pennit 
cane to bo grov;,rn on una-;_~igned v]ands, pay­
iug the fixed price for cane used in the 
n1anufacture of refined sugar and anoth0r 
price for the cane used in the mmmfac1 ure 
of pm"'r alcohol. That "'ould bo a matter 
to be decided b,, the sugar intercc.ts. It 
certainly \VOulcl g·ivc the sugar industry an 
opportunity of reviewing- the whole pos.it·:on 
in the full knowledge that this was a new 
method of capitalising its products, and >Yith 
the object of reorganising the industry. This 
could be done with the same 7eal as thrlt with 
which the industry was originally organised. 

The Leader of the Opposition offered some 
criticism of the alcohol distillery at Sarina. 
He said that mistakes had been made in the 
purchase of the plant originally which had 
added largely to the costs. I did not take 
much notice of his remarks at the time 
bocau~e wastage of capital by private enter­
pnse 1s qmte common. I am given to under­
stand that no mistake was made in the 
installation of plant at the Sarina distillery. 
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In 1927 the Jistille.ry started to make an 
alcohol-ether fuel "-hich, in those duys. \Vas 

more or less a standard mi:scturc in tho power 
alcohol world. \Vhcn commercial a:cohol 
bccan1e possible there \Y.as a general turn to 
fuels containing small percentages of abso­
lute alcohol, owing to the fact that vYith 
such a ruixturo carbonisation remained 
notTl1L and consumption \Vas the s.n.rno or 
even better, and the distil!ery at Sarina at 
once installed a more up-to-dale plant. It 
\VOldd hnYo b£'l'l1 a. rni.stake not to advance 
with the times, and it is con6idered that the 
Sarin a 1;>: ark.;:, \Ye re particularly lncky iuas­
much a.; the ether was still solei at a good 
prico, instead of remaining at the distillery 
as vyaste. \Ye all know that wllh the intro­
duetion of irnpron:d plants it is now being 
found nccc~Hary in all industries to scrap 
first-clacs machinerr cocting a great deal of 
n1oncy in ordPr to rnako production more 
econorniud and cop'J ·with cornpetii}ion. I 
kno\Y a case vvhere n1ost up-to-date automatic 
boilers installed by a Brisbane company u 
fc\v :,Tears ago havr: now to be scrapped to 
rnake \Yrty for ruore modern and n10l'O 

economical methods of procluctiou. The 
Sarina. factory found it neces.sarv to alter its 
method of proccJure. Thnt nu 'doubt added 
to the immediate cost, but the oLjcct was to 
saYo costs later on. 

From the way in which this Bill was 
dealt with by a portion of the press there 
see1ns to bo sorne 1nlsunderstandiug as to 
the method in which the power alcohol will 
be distributed. It is goneraliy known that 
if the yarious oil f'Ompanies \verc colu]H:lled 
to put the whole of the power alcohol output 
into their own mixture, it \Youlcl merely 
111('Hn tlwt. frmn 1~ io 2 pc)_' ce11t. wonld Lo 
added. That would be absolutely useless as 
a mixture, and it is not tlw intention of 
the Gov-ernment to do anything so absurd. 
It is well lmm-.·n that the Shell Company 
of Au-tralia Limited has for years taken 
the whole of the supply of power alcohol at 
Sarin a. for a 1nixtnrc known as " Shcllkol ," 
on u 15 pe-. cent. basis, the balance of their 
product being sold as " Shell " spirit. When 
this Bill becomes law the companies will b~ 
able io mix, say, 10 per cont. of power 
alcohol with the petrol ordinarilv retailed 
by them and sell it under trade n'amos that 
thoy will dosig·nate. I can giv-e no better 
instance in that rc::,m·d than the case of tho 
Shell Company of Australia Limit<'rl with 
ih '' Slwll ., and the "Sh<,llkol ,. products. 

As will be so:'n from tho following table 
mixtures of petrol and power alcohol are 
retailed in other countries under various 
rwmc:-; and 1n Yarying sLa.nclards of atln1ix­
turo :-

Country. Xarnc of 
':\fixture. 

---1-

France 

Italy 

: Sereo 

! ~~~~nee 't~urinil~ 
1 Eco : 

Carhnrant nn.t- ' 
1 ional Esso 
Shell Dyn:Jmin ' 
Super ·victoria i 
Aral .. 
nevaulin 
Albizol.. . . '

1 

D.rnamin 
•

1 

:Esso .. 
, Duoline 
I Olexine 
; Olcsite .. 

Provortion of 
Power AJrohol. 

Per cent. 
1:3 
14 
10 

20? 

20? 
'? 

10 to I:-} 
20 to 25 

15 
10 to 13 
10 to 13 
20 to 25 
10 to 13 
20 to 25 

15 I Motorine .. _1 ___________ _ 

That statement is particularly interesting in 
the light of the remark made by the Leader 
of the Opposition that tho opportunities for 
expansion were not great. The hon. gentle­
man certainly lacked vision when he made it. 

Mr. MooRE: I did not say that. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Probably a moro important matter raised 
was that concerning price. When this matter 
was under review by previous Governn1ents 
and when the present Bill was in course of 
prop<uation by this Government, the price 
for first-grade petrol was 2s. 2d. per gallon. 
Since that time thoro has undoubtcdlv been 
a trade \var in the petrol industry. 'rn the 
last two months the price of petrol has 
increased in tho Unitt.d States, but syn­
chronous with that incl"ease the oil com­
Jmnies here havo reduced the price by 7cl. 
a gallon, eo that the present-day price of 
first-grade petrol is Is. 5d. per gallon. I 
hav-e no doubt that, unlike the Great War, 
which left the whole vmrld in debt, when 
the petrol war is ov-er the companies will 
return to their normal price of 2s. 2d. per 
gallon, and will possibly add an extra ld. 
to pa~' for the cost of the trade war. 'Vhen 
tltc~- do that, not only will pm·t'r alcohol at 
its present price bo included in the mixture, 
hut its production will show a wonderful 
profh which r·an Lv,• u3ed for the purpose 
of t.C<tending operations. 

I ttr!mit t]o · t to-da -,- i"h<Tc woc.tlcl be eomcJ 
difficulty am! necc'ssity for adjustment 
'fhat is OJJo of the rcaf=ons why we could 
not definitely lay down certain things in the 
Bill. Practical!:,- ev-erything in the Bill 
has to be left to regLllation. The hon. 
member for Cook. I think, found that he 
could not oppose the Bill, but what oppo­
sition he did offer was contained in the 
statement that he hoped that when the 
reg·nlations were put into opernt.ion thcv 
won!d bo \\-ell and wisciv drawn. I am snrc 
tho hon. member for , Cook realises that 
the reg-ulations vv-ill bo well and wisely 
drawn 'by the present Government. 

The hon. member for i\Iirani has been 
keenly interested in this matt9r, I take it 
prim~rily becanse the· Sarina fartor.v is in 
l1is district and ho is in close touch with 
the factorv. The records shm,- that he lws 
spoken in "this H ousc prev-iously on the lines 
\Ye intend to adopt in this Bill. 

I can assure hon. members that the Bill 
is frarned in its present forn1 for :3everat 
reasons. Some of the clause~ are drafted 
so that wo shall not come into conflict with 
section 92 of the Federal Constitution; other,> 
arc \Yorded so that we can fix tho amount of 
alcohol to be used vcithout unclul.- hancli­
cappillg the oil cornpanies. 'rhc c~rnpanies 
are to be regula tee! so that we can deal with 
thmn as may be necessary from ti1ne to 
tirue. 

1Jr. MOORE (Aubigny) (3.34 p.m.]: The 
ol>ject of the Bill, which purports to cncour 
age the proJuction of fuel fwm our owu 
resources rather than get it from outside, 
is eminently desirable, but there are other 
things to look at before wo can say that we; 
are in favour of its provisions or not. 

If. as was suggested by the Minister 
to-day. th~ Bill is designed for the pur­
pose of getting one company out of its 
difficulties with regard to a great deal of 

llir. Moore.] 
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alcohol which it c<tnnot sell and of suhsi­
dising it, it is quite unjust that the Govern­
ment should pick ont a section of the com­
munity, the motorists of Queensland, to 
pay that subsidy. Any subsidising should 
be clone by the COl11lllUllity; a section bhould 
noi b::_' co1npellecl to pay a higher price in 
order that the shareholders in the company 
who have got thctnseh~cs into this position 
should be ablo to secure dividends. Tho 
peopk who use petrol should not be 0xpected 
to bohtcr up another industry with which 
the,· hctvo nothing to do. 

Anything that i, done ought to be on a 
Hationa.l basis, cspc.jally if it is desired 
to give all rJOssible encouragernent to the 
manufacture o£ alcohol not only as a fuel for 
internal cornbustion engines in tirnLs of 

but al:'io os a measure of defence, 
in tiuw of vva1· it rnight be chfficult 

to g·ct the requisite anwunt of hwl frmn 
overseas. It should not be a que" 1 ion of 
siru:;·1ing out a. section of the people and 
tcliing thnu they have to subsidise the 
industn-. The State or Federal Govern­
ment ehould plrrce the matter on a com­
munity basis. If it is to be a national 
industry, then the community should pro­
vide the subsidv for the benefit it receives 
hom i h '"tabli~hrnont, and the people who 
ha vo n1otor cars or other internal corrrbus­
tion engi,nes should not be singled out to 
raise the requisite amount of money. 

The :\linistcr admitted that price factors 
\Yere of considerable morncnt nndcr present 
conditions, but \Yith first-g-rade petrol sell­
ing at 2s. 2cl. a gallon the admixture of 
alcohol \vi! h petrol would be profitable. Ho 
1'0cogni-:-,,·~---and everybody ehf~ rnu~t recO'!­
nisc-that there will bo considarablc diffi­
culty till the price of the fuel is rl1i'r'd. '" 
has l1ccn forecast. lie \.Yants Parliamc nt to 
sign a blank chec~ue and givP the Go\-ern­
ment the power to 1wescrihe the amount of 
alcohol th 't must be mixed with the petrol 
and the rate at v;hich it must be sold, and 
urges that cvcrything- must be left entirely 
in the~ hands of the 1\Iinister. rrhat 
indefiniteness runs all through the Bill, and 
the 1Tinister says it is n(':C(-=:;;.sary under the 
conditions which prevail to-day. 

The vendors of petrol will have to pay 
the license fees anrl it is perfedly obvious 
thctt this provision as to licenses is included 
for the purpose of keeping outside ,action 92 
of the Federal Constitution. That is the onh· 
way in which the State Government can con­
trol the individual who sells petrol which 
he gets from outside the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: You 
got that information when you yourself were 
Premier. · 

Mr. MOORE: We did not get to that 
stage because I endeavoured to get an agree­
ment between the various companies. There 
is no doubt that clause has been included 
for that purpose. Whether it will hold good 
when tested is another thing; probably it 
will not. We do not know how long· the 
present low price of petrol in Queensland 
will continue. Under the provisions of this 
Bill there will have to be an increase in 
Queensland in the price of motor spirit of 
roughly Hd. to 2d. per gallon. for no doubt 
the oil companies will say, "We do not see 
why we should finance a n_ational industry." 
This extra eh arge will have to be borne 
by Queensland and will not be distributed 
over the whole of Australia. 

[M1·. Moore. 

In his introductory speech the Minister 
said that this Bill \Yas not for the purpose 
of getting ono particular company out of 
its difficulties, but for the purpose of utilis­
ing the by-products of the sugar inclustry. 
What sort of outcry would be raised in the 
South if people there were asked to pav a 
little more for fuel because of wlmt tl1ey 
would dc.:ignate as another ,ub_,:idy; 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Yomzs : l'ower 
aJcohol can be made from other vegetable 
matters. 

j'dr. MOORE: That may sound all right, 
but uo farmer is going· to grow potatoes or 
vegetables to make alcohol out of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: If they 
get a surplus, they can. 

Mr. MOORE: That is the only occasion 
on !rich it will be done, but if there is 
a surplus the price conlc.) do\Yn. To sugge.~t 
that the farmer is going to grow maize or 
potatoes to make alcohol is absurd in a 
country like Australia, \;hero the costs of 
production are very high. It is unlikely 
that any individual will build a factory, 
which will rely on a surplus of production 
to keep it in operation. All such factors 
have to be taken into account. 

I make a suggestion to the Minister which 
cay get him out of a great de,:! of difficulty. 
Possibly ho rnay not agree \vit.h 1no. In 
Queensland at the present time roughly 
nho1tt LOOO,OOO ga1lons of alcohol haYe to 
iv g01 ricl of. \Yould it not be better 
for the Minister to proclaim a district in 
\chich this product is to be sold 1 It is 
quite easy to place in the Bill a proYision 
which would enable the number of districts 
to be proclaimed. 'The district in which 
the alcohol is procJuc,,d could be proclaimed 
'" the district in which it was to be sold 
ancl the commoclitv could h<e used in that 
rnanner. For the. purpose of selling the 
admixture throughout the State it \Yould 
be necessary to ha.-e extra petrol pumps 
erected and the expense of doing that would 
be incurred for a con1paratiYoly small supply. 
The Minister has stated that alcohol to the 
extent of only H per cent. to 2 per cent. 
of the consutllption of petrol is a\~ailable. 
" Shellkol " consists of second-grade petrol 
mixed with power alcohol, and extra pumps 
are now required for the sale of it. Extra 
pumps would increase the cost of distribu­
tion. The ojl co1npanit:s will not abnndon 
the sales of those products which daring a 
period of years have cost them a considrrn ble 
amount of monev to market. An area should 
be proclaimed and if there is then a surplus 
a further area could be proclaimed. This 
V\'Ould obviato the disorga,nisation of IHactic­
ally the whole of the selling arrangements 
of the companies throughout the State. 
Operations would be centralised. 

Mr. \VmNHOLT: 'l.'hat would nanow the 
field of subsidy. 

:Nlr. M CORE: The area in \vhich it was 
sold should not be expcctccl to bear the 
whole bunll'l1 of subsidy. \Ye arc proceeding 
on the basis that this is a nationai indLbtry. 
1\o one \Yould drca:'n of introducing a Bill 
to bolsi er up an industry that '' 13 not making 
a profit. The Government should not insist 
upon the motorists paying a higher price 
in order to bolster up an industry of national 
importanc:> when the burden should be borne 
by the community as a whole. One company 
is to reap an advantage. I could deal with 
the suggestion about the altBration of 
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machinery, but I do not desire to do so. We 
should bo thankful that the Millaquin 
refmery is a profitable undertaking, other­
wisr a Bill might be introduced to compel 
people to add rum to every drink. (Laugh­
ter.) \Vo are proceeding on a very dangerous 
course in introdudng a Bill to compel people 
to bolster up an industry by using its pro­
ducts. It i· more than likely that other 
industries in dillicultv will seek a similar 
advantage. The directors of another industry 
mi.,.ht noint out that the shareholder, of the 
col;lyHn~y are receiving no dividends and that 
thn. industry ·would cease operations unless 
the Government \vore prepared to introduce 
a Dill to compel the people to use its pro­
cluc!s. 

:\Ir. \Y. T. KrxG: That is Americanism. 

Mr. MOO RE: It may be, but we have 
gone boyoncl the stage of argument in thi:J 
crtse. A Dill has been introclucod. I am 
entirely in favour of the propo'·al to assist 
in the production locally of a proportion of 
motor fuel to bP consumed in Queensland. To 
bccorne indq1cndont of foreign supplies vvould 
be a national advantage. 

JUr. O'KEEt<E: We would want the fuel if 
war broke out. 

:Ylr. MOORE: That is one reason why I 
support the propmal, but I would remind 
the hon. m<'mbcr that we \YOuld also require 
tlv-' Ychicles that his Government are 

the roads. Auything which helps 
in \Yhich he is intc1·ested is quite 

1 o the hon. member. The Bill 
ju~tifi~·d o11L lwcau'3o it scPks to 1nakc 

I hi . .., L nu1try indqy::.ndent of foreign :-::,upplies. 
I rlo llOl think that it will bcne'it lhc sugar 
i11dustr.:, io any great extent. l. estcrday the 
l\1ini::-:ter adrnittcd that 1nolassc~ 

1 
''hi eh at 

on rime \YDS a. v;,rastc product, is now a 
·nduub!c product for the 1nanufacturc of 
fertilizer~ and fueL It is juot '" Yaluable 
irr tlw 111/"lnufneiure of fertilizer as it is for 
the r:nanufacturc of pO\Yl'l' alcohol, unl(3SS 
the m·ice of power alcohol is to be increased. 
Thr Ll101J. &::entlf'Inan could ascertain fron1 tho 
COd'pany the price that it pays to-day for 
n1olassc::~ a~ cornpar,_d with the price paid 
\Yhcn it ~-as regarded as a ·waste product. 
The qucstjon of using c1a .Js B sugar juices for 
tlw marmfactm·e of power alcohol has been 
invesl igat<•d by the GoYernmcnt and by 
people associated with the sngar industry, 
bnt it was found to be unprofitable. It was 
comidored to be more profitable' to continue 
operations as at present. It may be pro­
fitable to gro\v a certain tvpe of cane on 
unassiglH cl land for the manu'facturo of power 
alcohol, but I arn 110t 11rcparcd to make anv 
comment on thrtt proposal. The Bill shoul~l 
be tm:sed \\·ith the object of assieting an 
industry which \;·ill be of national import-
a nee. 

:\Ir. \V. T. Kr~m: That is being done. 

?.fr. illOOHE: Then wh:: single out the 
owner of tho jnternal con1bustion engine and 
toil hiw that he must pay the sub-,iciy '? 

J\Ir. W. T. K;xc: He is using the fuel in 
industry. 

:Hr. :\I GORE: Of course, he is: but whv 
should he be singled out to bolster up 
arwtlwr industry'? If it is a r!ational quos­
trcn. then the whole community should pay 
then· share towards the subsidy. :Motorists 
and other internal combustion engine users 
in Queensland are again being picked out 
for special taxation and the infliction of all 
wrt: <Jf regulations. They are to bo placed 

in a different position from similar persons 
over the border in New South Wales. We 
do not know whether the price of spirit 
is to be increased or not, but it is very 
likely that it will be. The whole basis of 
subsidising this industry by irnposing taxa~ 
tion on a particular class is wr<Jng. The 
tax should be imposed on the whole com­
munity. There is no question about the 
cflicioncy of the fuel. It has been tried up 
to a 75 per cent. proportion with mineral 
petrol. 

:1-Ir. \V. T,. KING: You used it yourself 
\i"i t.h good results. 

:VIr. :YlOORE : I did use it. 
l\lr. W. T. Knw: And with good results. 

:!"lr. l\IOORE: l\h results were satisfac-
tor~·. 1 used llOV Cl' V alcohol because it \'<"3.S 

a Queensland prod11ct. I did not get any 
hotter mileage from my car. I tried it out 
over specially measured courses; but in the 
ultimate result the mileage and other results 
were about the same. It had one or two 
advantages and one or two disadvantages. 
It about equal in results to the imported 

It e·;identl_v wccs not quite so good 
a3 io create a dPn1n.nd for Itself; if it '.\·rrc 
there would be no nee-d fur this Bill. Pumps 
for its Pale ~.·:ere installed in several parts 
of Brisbane, but they have boon removed. 
There is an cld s:tying that "good "\vine 
needs no bush." \Yhy did the Railway 
Dcpnrtn1ent discontinue usi11g it? It \Yould 
be qLLite a simple matter if tho Minister 
accepted my suggestion and made this Bill 
ttpplinblE' to districts to be proclaimed as it 
was deemed ncces·-,ry. \Yhat I do not like 
about this legislation is that it upsets the 
whole sy tom of organisation of the dis­
tributors and retailers of motor spirit, 
necessitating extra costs. If each company 
is comprllccl to install extra pumps for the 
snle of this mixed spirit, the result will be 
an increase in tho cost. rfhc COmpaniFs will 
cortainlv not sell this mixture out of the 
pumps i1ow installed, because the spirits sold 
from thorn have created a demand for them­
St'h·es. They must install new pumps in much 
the same way as the Shell Company installed 
pumps for the sale of " Shellkol." The 
companies will be compelled to take a cer­
tain propmtion of power alcohol. They will 
require to have a mixing plant and methods 
of distribution. That cost will all depend 
on how that is done. The defect in this 
Bill is that it is made anplicablo to the 
whole of the State instead of a circumscribed 
area. 

The PRE:VIIER : You misunderstand the 
position. The company >vill be tol-d how 
much power alcohol it must take in 0ach 
area, and it can rnake \Vhatovcr arrange­
ments it likes for its mixture and dietribation. 

Mr. l\J:OOEE: I do not misunderstand the 
position. I quite understrrncl what the 
Premier savs. Not merelv does the Bill 
apply to th'e whole of Que"cmhnd, but the 
whole system of bookkeeping carried on by 
the com11anies is capable of being altered 
bv instruction to the Minister. The Minis­
ter can prescribe what quantities of power 
alcohol shall be taken. the price for which it 
can bo sold, and the price for which it can 
be purchased. In fact, the companies will 
bo under the control of the Minister. He 
will sec that the companies do not over­
charge in any way; but the company manu­
facturing power alcohol will have no supor­
Yision to determine whether there is efficiency 

Mr. Moore.] 
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in manufacture or whether its costs are satis­
factory. 

At 3.52 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. Hanson, 

Buranda) relieved Mr. Speaker in the chair. 
Mr. MOORE: There are a great many 

cumbersome clauses in the Bill and all sorts 
of restrictions and regulations which are quite 
unnecessary. These will have the inevitablB 
effect of increasing prices. The Premier 
may shake his head, but his Government 
cannot compel the companies to take power 
alcohol which costs about lOd. more per 
gallon than petrol and expect the mixed 
spirit to be sold at the present price of 
motor spirit. The Bill contains provisions 
to me,et ali sorts of contingencies. I do not 
like the new methods adopted in this legio· 
tion to enable the Government to secure 
further taxation. Every vendor of the 
motor spirit will require to be licensed, 
and doubtless an annual fee will be imposed. 
That is merely another tax. Motor retailers 
are already taxed, an annual fe,e of £10 
being imposed by the city council for the 
registration of petrol bowsers. Then power 
is taken by the Minister to confiscate the 
bond that the Viendor has deposited, 
although no right of appeal is given to the 
vBndor. The Biil is cluttered up with ali 
sorts of provisions that interfere witb 
business. There is no provision in the Bill 
that the Minister may restrict the sale of 
the product to a particular area and no 
other. The Bill is applicable to the whole 
of Queensland, and it is possible that it may 
be used as an excuse for raising the price 
of petrol throughout the length and breadth 
of Australia. 

T. KING: Surely that could be 
? 

Mr. MOORE : Of course it could, but in 
doing so we might accentuate the antagonism 
which exists in some of the Southern States 
in regard to a Queensland industry. 

Mr. W. T. KING: That is a remote proba­
bility. 

Mr. MOORE: Not at alL It looks to me 
that the whole of the country may be 
penalised in order that a subsidy may be 
given to one section. 

A gr,eat portion of this Bill could have 
been completely .avoided if it had been 
framed in a simpler fashion. Information 
as to the sales of petrol in Queensland can 
easily be obtained without the necessity of 
prescribing that records be kept and 
inspected. One need only consider the 
figures rdating to importations and sale" 
to know the position. Furthermore, 1t 
should be a matter for the eompanies to 
say in what proportion the power alcohol 
shall be mixed with their own petrels, and 
how and where it shall be sold. Ali this 
interference with an industry that has 
reached its present position by intensive 
organisation will simply create adverse 
criticism. In France all that the authorities 
say to the petrol companies is, " You sell 
so ma,ny gallons of petrol; you have to 
take so many gallons of power alcohol." 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : They 
must find out the amount of petrol that is 
sold in order to arrive at the amount of 
power alcohol to be taken. 

Mr. MOORE : They do. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS ; And 

books must be kept for that purpose. 

[M1·. Mom·e. 

Mr. MOO RE: The major petrol companies 
have that information available now, and 
most of the small importers who had to 
procure their supplies in druins, have gone 
out of existence. There are one or two that 
are left and they import it from Sydney. 
The consumer does not pay for it. He gets 
an advantage out of it because the small 
importers were competing with the large 
companies. The consumer alone should not 
be made to pay a subsidy to establish this 
as a national industry. If it is going to 
be a national industry the whole, and not 
a section of the community, should pay for 
it. 

am in accord with the Bill from the 
of view of endeavouring to secure 

manufacture of alcohol here and making 
ourselves more independent than we are 
now; but from other points of view, especi­
ally with regard to unnecessary clauses, the 
Bill could be immensely simplified. I hope 
the Minister will not say that he wants the 
Bill and nothing but the BilL The whole 
measure could be simplified and the same 
objective be attained without a disturbance 
of industry such as is contemplated by the 
BilL This meddling in other people's busi­
ness seems to be a passion with the Govern­
ment who now seem to be obsessed with a 
desire to charge fees to every vendor of 
petroL 

Mr. SW AYNE (.:Yiirani) [4.3 p.m.]: This 
Bill should be viewed from a national aspect. 
When I mention that Australia's bill for 
petrol_ and benzine amounts to :£3,692,507, it 
will be recognised that it will be a great 
advantage if we can retain even 15 per 
cent. or possibly 20 per cent. of that large 
sum within our own boundaries. 

We know that fuel for internal combustion 
engines has become a vital necessity. What 
would be the position of Australia if, for 
instance, there was a war in the Pacific 
and our supplies of petrol and other fuel 
supplies for internal combustion engines were 
cut off? We can easily realise what an 
advantage it would be if we were able 
supply ourselves to some extent with 
vital I would point out that 
other which are not fortunate 
enough to possess natural supplies of petrol, 
something has been done to supplement 

by local production of fuel by way 
distillation from vegetable or mineral 

products. 
Mr. MOORE: It is much cheaper in those 

countries. 
Mr. SW A YNE : That reminds me of the 

matter of price. I do not think that it is 
a fair thing in an industry like this to bring 
in the question of price, so far as we have 
gone. We have one factory in pperation 
at present, but it has not been able to work 
full time owing< to the refusal of the com­
panies to blend some with their spirit. The 
factory is only working at one-quarter of 
its capacity. The present price is no 
criterion of the price at which the company 
could produce if it was going full time. 
I put the question to the manager of the 
factory, and he said that there would 
undoubtedly be a very big reduction in 
price if the factory was kept going full time. 

I do not think that the Shell Company 
has been put to any great inconvenience in 
handling the quantity it is dealing with at 
the present time. I am told that there is 
no great difficulty at its establishment at 
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Townsville. antl that the blend 1s ca~ily 
made. 

It is not right to look upon this matter 
a~ affecting only ~he sugar industry. A11.V 
product that contains starch or sugar can be 
\_·or..Yr_'rtn.d into alcohol. In France, I think, 
a \\'C1od spirit i::: produced fro1n SH\Ydust; 
pot a toes arc often used, and in Java and 
other tropical countrie3 such crops as c~ssava 
are utilised with excellent results. vV e are 
"'Yarc of the Yital necessitv that tho tropical 
belt of this continent shoi1ld be kept popu­
lated. 

_._'-\u~tra1ia i111ports huge (}Uantltic,-:; o£ n1otor 
fuel and at the precent time it is impo··-ible 
to say what quantity of power alcohol will 
be aYailable for the pmpose of nuxrng wn!J 
the imported mineral oil. If cassava were 
used-a tropical product-it -;yould be a 
big factor in :-;cttling our :\ortbern lands. 

The 1nixture is perfectly sati "·factory, t1ut 
no n1nttrr l1o1.,' good a product it n1ay be 
it has to fac _, the cornpetitioll of slrnilar 
products aln ctdy on the market. The oil 
cornpanil'R have expended a larg-e an1onnt 
of Inoncy in pro1noting the distribution of 
their 0\\'11 particu.lar bran{h of petrol, and 
tlwre will be cl ifficulties in the '\'aY of the 
mixture g-etting- a foothold in the same 
1uarket~. It has been found that the n11xlng 
of power alcohol ·with a second-grade 1nineral 
snirlt produces a first-grade article. Com~c­
q-uently there is no question abont the suit­
ableness of the product. If then~ is oppo­
~ition~~dthough I haYe heard of no:1e-l 
think pro·.-isi~rl should be made for clealin:.·· 
with those f'OllllwniPs which rf'fuse to handle 
the new mixture and prohibiting- them from 
selling only the imported article. 

c\t 4.11 p.m., 
:\Ir. SPEAEER rr'· ·1rned the Chair. 

:\Ir. S\YA YXE : I think it "ill be only 
8 n;at.tcr of tin1e lH_>fo:;,_·c the product vvill 
niJiYersal1, proyc its lllCl'its. lt has long 
been thought th,1t it would Le profitable to 
con\·ert the ln.;;_t of the sugar syn1p into 
alcohol. Tlh~ rnatter has been debated at a 
nurnbC'r of technicJ.l conf~rences, but 
OlJiulotH have uot been unannnous. Con-
5ic1F'l'illg the present lo·w price re::disecl for 
the ~alo of our surplus sugar on the rnarket~ 
of tlu:- \YOdel. oftr!n at a los.;;, it ]s apparent 
tlu.tt the la::;t \YOrd has not. been s::tid on 
this phase of the sugar industry. The 
authorities differ as to the profitablcne" or 
otherwi:"o:: of such a process. 

I tun prepared to hcar argn1nent on the 
suggestion tha7 the supply of molasses is 
lin1iL~d. It is used for n1any purpos~:.1 s and 
as a stock food it has many virtues. I look 
forward to the day when an admixture of 
po,ver alcohol and petrol ,.-ill become the 
popular motor spirit, because I feel confident 
that otb"r indu;trirs will benefit apart from 
the sugar industry. It may be that when 
that stage is reached molasses will form a 
Yery small proportion of the raw material. 
I suppose I \\'oulcl be safe in saying that in 
those countries where the admixture is 
made compulsory and has proved to be 
:'-lati~factor:'~', such a product as rnolasses 
does not exist, and that the alcohol is Imtnu­
factured from ordinar_,. farm crops. At the 
present time the lack of population in the 
X orthern rrorritorv is a menace to thi::;;. con­
tinent, but the u~iversal adoption of indus­
trial alcohol-perhaps prepared from cassava 
and other starchy crops-as a component 
part of motOi' spirit may be the means of 

:-.0tt1ing tllis crupty ~pa.cc. Pcrwcr nlcohol 
liianufactured front ord)nnry faYnl crops ha" 
]H'UYPd satisfactory in other c·oulltl'il'~, and 
it ruav be of benefit to fanner in onr O\Yn 
countt:y to manufacture powc'r alcohol from 
cc'n rrl and root crop8 in sea-:ons of glut. \Yp 
shall b" able to rcmcch defect in the 
I3ill during the Connnittce 

1\lr. O'KEEFE (Cairn,): T n.ow the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and fHl'•scd. 

Resun1ption of Oeb~.te rnadc an Orde;· of 
the Day for Tuesday 11cxt. 

DOCU:lm\iTS LAID 0:'\ TABLE OF 
HOUSE U:\'Dim STA\iDI:\'G ORDER 
Xo. 298. 

STATE~JE;:.;T BY PREoiiER. 

TlH' PRE;'-.1IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
liacka!J) [4.17 p.m.]. by leave, without 
notico. said: Prior to the clcliYory of the 
Budget yesterday debate ensued on gnev­
ance- bcioro Supply. During the speech of 
the hon. member for Cook I challenged 
certain statcme11t- rend bv hin1 ho1n a 
docurnent. I then took tlu __ ; unu::;ual cour:se 
of applying Standing Order Xo. 238. \YlH'n 
the hon. member \Yas speaking I felt t!Jat 
if tlw case were as he rcprPsented it to be 
lt was one that rt)quircd inYestigation. 
Consequently, I tool' action that was ncces­
>'ar-.- in ord0r that the papers hould be 
in\·~~stigatcd. After a thorough invc'stig-cnion 
of the ca,..:o ill rf·garcl to taxation the De11uty 
Connnissioner of r~Caxcs informs me that the 
action taken \YU_, in Federal juri~dictlnn and 
th::tt the Statn Covcrnn1cnt lwr1 notbin:~ at 
all to do with thee matter. Furthcrm0re. 
the Deputy Commissioner informs me that 
the general stdemcnt of the hon. lllf'mber 
for Cook, as reported in " IIansard," 1s 

gro~sl.v 1nisl(~acling. 

-:'1-Ir. KEXXY: Yon haYe got the solicitor's 
letter there to pro'.-e it. \Yhat silly rot! 

:\Tr. SPEAKER: Order! 
'l'he House adjourned at 4.19 p.m. 




