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636 Estimates in Chief, 1933-1934. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

WEDNESDAY, 4 OCTOBER, 1933. 

}\fr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

C~UESTIOKS. 

AssiGX~IEKTS oF S-uGAR-CAXE LA}\DS ExcEEDED. 

l\lr. BRAND (Isis) asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture-

" vYill he lay upon the table of the 
House a complete list of the certificates 
which h,n·e been issued by the Central 
Sugar Cane Prices Board) under ' The 
Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Acts 
Am<'nclmcnt Act of 1931,' in respect of 
persons who have been exceeding their 
assigurncnt £>~roas? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIGCLTURE 
(Hon. F. \Y. Bulcock, Barcoo) replied-

" The following certificates have been 
issued by the Central Sugar Cane Prices 
Board in respect of growers who have 
cxcccclcd their assigned a re as :-

Babinda rnill-John Niven, l\liriwinni. 
Pioneer rnill-John Kolly, Airdalc, 

Ayr; R. Kclly, senr., Airdale, Ayr; 
Tapiolas and Donovan. Box 93, Ayr; 
Bred den and Sons, Airclale. Ayr; J. 
Casalegno, Box 82, Ayr; J. W. Gray and 
Sons, }larali Siding, Ayr." 

"From Unemployment Relief Fund 
From Loa.n Fund-

}\1oKTHLY CALCULATIOK Ol" b:TEREST OX PuBLIC 
CCTRATOR'S LOAKS. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wirlc JJay), for Mr. 
\Y ),LKER (Cooroora), asked the Attorney
Gc·ncral-

" In view of the provision in the 
lYioncy Lenders and Hire-purchase Agree
ment Bills for the monthlv calculation 
of interest on loans anrl' outstanding 
Hmounts, ·will he have the sarne rule 
applied to the lending business of the 
Public Curator? " 

The ATTOHJ\"EY-CENEHAL (Hon. J. 
:VIullan, Carpcntar-ia) replied-

" The Public Curator is not subject to 
the proyisions of ' The :Money Lenders 
Act of 1916 ' or tho amending Bill 
recently passed, and there is no analogy 
between the loan transactions of the 
Public Curator and the ordinary money
lender." 

GOYERX3IEKT GRA~TS ANIJ LOAXS TO LOCAL 
A crHORI'riES FOR GKE>JPLOY}JEO:T RELIEF. 
:\h. MOORE (cl11bigny) asked the Trea-

surer-
"For 1S32-33, what was the total 

amount supplied to local authorities for 
nncniployrnP~lt r('lief purp0se;;;. frorn the 
t"nrmplo:nn<'nt Relief Fund and the Loan 
Fund rcspectively-(a) grants; (b) 
loans?" 

Tit,• TREASL;RER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith. Jlad·rty) replied-

£ 
1.343,020 

Subsidies granted, £429,131; ad ,·nr:ccs 
Loans granted, £612,091 ; ad vane:; 

£127,159 
454,004 

Total advances from Loan Fund £581,163" 

DATE OF PHES~XTATION OF A l:DITOR-CE::-!ERAL'S 
HEPORT o::-~ PuBLIC AccouNTS. 

:\[r. FADDEN (I1 cnnerly), without notice, 
asked ::VIr. Speaker-

" Has he anv information as to when 
the _\uditor-General's report on the 
public accounts will be available to hon. 
rnon1bcrs? " 

Mr. SPEAKER: When I raised this ques
tion with tho Auditor-General some time 
ago, he informed me that he hoped to be 
able to make the report available in the 
middle of October, which would make the 
date of presentation a wook earlier than last 
year. 

THEASC~RERS FINANCIAL TABLES. 
.. The. TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
:::,,mth. JfrLckay) presente-d the tables relating 
to the Treasuner's Financial Statement for 
"·he year 1933-34. 

Ordered to be printed. 

ESTIMATES IN CHIEF, 1933-1934. 
Mr. SPEAKER reported the receipt of a 

message from His Excellency the Deputy 
GoYcrnor, for\varding the " Estimates of 
the Probable \Vays and Means and Expen
diture of the Government of Queensland 
for the year ending 30th June, 1934." 

Ordorccl to be printed and refened to 
Comtnittee of Supply. ' 

SUPPioY. 

0PE:,rxG OF CmmiTTEE. 

The TREASUHER (Hon. W. 
Smith, Jfackay) [10.37 a.m.]: :\1r. 
I move-

Forgan 
Speaker, 

"That you do now lcaye the chair.'' 

:\fr. 1\IOORE (.-lul!igny): Before you lease 
the chair, :\Ir. Speaker, there arc a few 
matters upon which I Jc,iro to say a few 
words. The one I particularly want to 
brin;; before the House ari,es from the fact 
that on the 31st Aur,·ust last I gaye notice 
of the following tnot1on :-

" That this Parliament rcsoh·cs that 
Regulations ""os. 14 (4), 16 (2) (d), and 
schedule 2 of the regulations and amend
ments thereof under '' The State Trano
port Act of 1932 ' which were laid before 
the Legislative Ac'cembly by Mr. Dash 
on 16th August, 1933, are disallowed." 

I took that action in Yicw of the proYisions 
of section 27 of "The State TransrJOrt Act 
of 1932," which states-

" All Proclan1ations, Orders in Council, 
and regulations 1nade or purporting to 
have been made under this L\ct shall 
be publi,he>d in the ' Gazette,' and there
upon shall be of the same effect as if 
theY were enacted in this Act rend shall 
be 'judicially noticed, and shall not be 
questjoned in any proceedings whatso+ 
ever.'' 
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Then it '·ays-
" All Proclamations, Orders in Council. 

and regulations ehall be laid before the 
Legisb.ti,·e Assen1bly within fourteen 
days after Sllch publication. if Parlia
ment i-. in ~e',jsion; or, if 11ot. then 
,.-ithin fourt<>en davs after the commence
Inent of next sef"..;iOn. 

" If Parliament passes a resolution dis
allowing any such Proclarnation, Ordel' 
in Council, or regulation, of which reso
lution notice has been giYen at any time 
\Yithin fourteen sitting days of such 
House after such Proclamation. Order 
in Council, regulation, or rule has been 
laid before it, such Proclamation, Order 
in Council. or regulation shall there
upon cease to haYe effect, but without 
prejudice to the Yalidity of auythiug 
done in the rneantirne .. , 

The inclusion of a section lil<e that in an 
Act of Parliament naturally presupposes--

::\lr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber should know that he is not entitled to 
anticipate a discussion on a nrotion on the 
bnsincs~-shcct. That i~ a 'Yell-recognised 
rult• of parlian1entary practice. The hon. 
lUClnbcr ·would be in order in arguing that 
'uch a nootion should be brought forward 
for L'Onsideration, but ho would not be in 
order in discussing the details of a rno6on 
notice of which had already been giveJL 

1\Ir. MOORE : The need for the discussion 
is to rny ruind paran1ount. The only reason 
for dc'siring that Parliament should discus.; 
such a motion is that ho!L members should 
have the right to bring before Parliament 
matters which vitallc' affect Queensland and 
t!tcir constitutents. \Ye have been in a 
very difficult position, bec<tuse \VG have had 
continual representations frorn our elector~ 
-I might call them grievances-that 
\Ye atten1pt to do son1ething to a1neliorate 
tire position in "hich they find themselyes. 
It is an extraordinary thing· that thP Pre
mier himself in his policy speech had this 
to say-

" The· problem of transport is com
mon to all countries of the ,,-or!d, and 
cannot be solved by any arbitrary form 
of taxation that seeks to drive certain 
Yehicles oti the road. As a result of the 
do,-elopment of motor transport, some 
of tho rail,Yavs now in existence would 
not, under mOdern conditions, be built. 
It will be Labour's policy to make an 
oconmnic survey of transport problen1s 
with a y]pw to detcrn1ining on a ~at.i~
facton economic basis, the form of tran,. 
port t'hst is be· .t to be used in any area 
Ol' arc lS. A .. co-ordination of trai1.::.port. 
recognising up-to-elate rncthocL., and 
machinen. is the direction in which a 
~olution fna:.- likely be found." 

Xo economic survey has been n1ade. but an 
arbii rary sy~te1n has been adopted in fran1-
ing t.be regulations of placing such taxatiou 
upon people 1vho arc pro\-icling a conycnience 
for the community that it is impossible for 
a motor Y· hicle to ho run at alL 

::\lr. SPEAKER: Order ! The Leader of 
the Opposition is di~-cussing a motion ,,-hich 
is on the business-sheet. 

2\Lr. ::\100RE : I do not know how YOU can 
sa0' I am discussing that motio;1, JI.Ir. 
Speaker. I mn discussing at the present 
tin1e a grievance whlch is a Yery real thing 
aud which it is desired to place before the 

House. Some sections of the communitv are 
cleba rrcd reasonable transport faciliti,;s bv 
an Act of this l'arliameut and the regula
timb ,,-hi eh ha vc been made under iL I 
do not want to infringe the rule· of tho 
Hou:-;e iu any \Yay, but this is, I think, a 
legitimate case to put before the House at 
a time when \YO haYe the pri1·i!ege of put-
1 in(l" before it our grievances awl statino' our 
rea~-,ons for thern. I do not dc•sirc to a~ltici
patc my motion. There is plPnty that I can 
say to it when it con1l'i forward. 

Tho TREASURER: Do you want an oppor
tunity of discussing the motion 9 

l\lr. ::VIOORE: Yes. 
The TREASU!lER: \Yhy did YOU put it 

clown for private rnernbcrs' day·~~ 

Mr. l\IOORF:: I did not put it clown on 
the sheet for pri,-ate members' da:c at alL 
I gaYe uotice that I 'nlllld mane a resolution 
of the House. I do not want to discuss that 
inotion, but I do think I am entitled to lay 
before the House a very real grievance. Of 
('OUrsc I rnay be stopped fron1 saying any
thing about it, but I emphasise that it is 
of Yitnl in1portance, particularly to country 
people, \Yho ,;houlr! haYe some opportunity 
for expression in this HousP. 

::\Ir. SPEAKER : It is genf'l'al!y acrnpted, 
and has always been generally accepted in 
this Parliament and in all other Parliaments 
of which I haYe knowledge, that discussion 
cannot anticipate a rnotiou \Yhich is on the 
bu~iness-shect for consideration during the 
current SCS•Sion. rrhe hon. rnomber \YOuld 
be entitled to draw attention to the need 
for discussing his motion, but ho would not 
be entitled to anticipate discussion on the 
motion itself. 

2\Ir. ::\IOORE: There is no question about 
lhc need for an opportunity for discussion. 
I desire to give a particular instance to 
show how the State Transport Act iB at 
present working to the detriment of country 
people. The information is contained in a 
ietter ,,-hich I recei,-ed the other dav. The 
\Hiter states that a cream Yan runs through 
his propert:·, which is situated 8 miles from 
the road. A set of wheels of a sulky, on 
which liP was solely dependent for the trans
port of his crearn, had to be ~ent awa-v for 
repairs. Ho thought he would bll abie to 
obtain their l'eturn In the rremn van. 
Instead of that---

::\Ir. SPEAKEH: The hon. member must 
cli~continnc his speech if he pcr~ish; in lH'O
ccecling on those linos. 

1\Ir. :'IIOORF:: F:,-identlv IH' arc to ha,-e 
no opportunity of placillg our gripyance 
before tho House. I do think that 'dwn a 
definite motion is placed before us there 
~huuld be a. reasonable chance giYcn to us 
to cli~cuss it. This is a Ycry important 
question. I do not dc";ire to move tho 
adjournment of the House, but I do want 
to take advantage of the opportunities that 
arc afforded b, .. tho rules of the House to 
laY the case before Parliarnc11t. The Pro1nier 
is· perfectly within his rights in placing a 
notified motion at the bottom of tho Lusiness
shPet. but there is a very urgeut need that 
an opportunity should be gi,-en for us to 
place beforo Parliament the whole of the 
facts of the case and the disabilities it 
involve". 

The TREAS1:RER: YOU ha YC not asked yet 
that that facility be given. 

Mr. !llool'e.] 
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:\Ir. J\fOORE: Is it necessaTy to go and 
ask the Premier to givo us the facility when 
a notice of motion is given? 

The TREAScRER: I aeked you to deal with 
four motions that were on the business-sheet 
in a previous scs8ion, but you passed then1 
aside. 

Mr. J\IOORE: The fact that something 
n1a v ha vc been .done i<3 not anv excnse in 
this instance. I "ant to take 'this oppor
tunity of suggc• ting that when we ha vo an 
OlJportunity of discussing a rnatter of urgent 
public importance it should be granted to 
us. I might have asked, Mr. Speaker, for 
an adjournment of the House, but I dicl not 
think it \Vas a stop which it was necessary to 
take when the Act of Parliament made pro
vision that the regulations should be tabled 
and the motion for disallowance would give 
opportunity for discussion. If the GO\·ern
n1ent al'e going to prohibit any discussion 
they are certainly taking away from the 
people in this State their great right of put
ting before the Parliament something \vhich 
they consider is of the greatest importance to 
them. We are entire!} in the hands of the 
Governrncnt. I am taking exception to the 
position in which we have been placed. It 
appears to me that if an Act of Parliament 
gives certain rights to members of the House 
those rights should be respected without the 
nece,,sity of going to the Pron1ier and asking 
if he is prepared to allow us to have them. 

On t\YO occasions during this session I 
asked a question relating to the ntnnber of 
registered anemployed and intermittent 
relief \VOrkers in .May aml August, 1932 and 
1933. On the first occasion I was informed 
that the information was Lccing obtained and 
on the second occasion I was told that it 
\Yould be cwailable in the annual repmt by 
the departlnent. I knew that the infonna
tion would bt> available in the annual 
Lut I desired the infonnation at all 

stage for 11urpo:-:.es of discussion. It i:; not 
difficult rnatter to procure the informatio11 

it is ahcady aY<-Lilablo in the depart~ 
rnent and it ·was tPndercd to the Federal 
Taxation Con1mission. The l\Iinister \Yas 
n_ot ju"tified in refusing to answer the quc~
tJon. Of course it is within his di··cretion 
to decline to answer the_· question. but to 
uJ.opt the subterfuge of sa~~ ing that the 
information is being obtained or that it 
will be availab)o in ihc an11ual report i-: 
nwrely attcmptlllg to a\·oicl the givine; ot 
inforrnation which is of Yalue to Parlia~1cnt 
and to the llCople outside. I know that the 
G-overnment arc ctnite within their right-, in 
endea,,.ouring to avoid the giving of informa~ 
tion, but is it advisable for them to do 
that'! ~o great expense "Toulti be incurred 
in preparing the i11forn1ation. It rr1av not 
bc to the advantage' of the GoYernmcnt to 
supply it_, but the pararnount question in 
tin'' Parhament should always be the pubiic 
tnterest .. Qucstwns are asb'd \nlh the object 
of sccur1ng 1nforn1ahon that will be a valu
able aid in the intelligent discusoion o± 
Bills in this House. It is regrl'ttable that 
\Y(' are Unable to ~CCUrO it. - rrhcre !"OC'l11S 

to be a grOYt ing desire on the 11art of 
Ministers to decline to giYo essential il!for
mation that is in the public intcr,"t and a 
protest should be entered before the desire 
becomes a habit. The Treasurer stated that 
\vhon \VC "\Verc in Government we refused to 
supply information and that we refused to 
allow certain motions to be discussed. But 
those motions did not involve the important 

[2TI r. Irl oore. 

principle that is involved in a motion stand
ing in rny name on the busines·~-shcct to-day. 
The problem of unemployment is serious]'' 
agitating tlH? public mind, and there is no 
reason why the infonnation should b2 \Yit-h
held. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD IxDl'STRY : 
I told you that the information \\onld bo 
available in the annual report of the depart
ment. 

Mr. MOORE: Exactlv. I knew that when 
I asked the que,tion. · 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD IxDl'STRY : 
They, why did you ask it; 

sir. MOORE: Annu<Ll report' of denart
n1f'nts, at tin1cs, do not contain ail.._ thP 
necessary infonr1ation and we are entitled 
to havo full information wlwn it is avail
able. I would not object if the information 
were not available, Lut we should not be 
kept waiting for it when it is rt\'ailable 
and when it is urgently required. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AXD IxDl'STRY: 
The correct information is not av-ailable. 

Mr. ::\IOORE : Then I am sorrv- that tlw 
officers of the department should have "iven 
incorrect information to such an irupo~·+:ant 
body as the Federal Taxation Comniission. 

2\ir. P. K. COPLEY: You would misrepre
sent the statement of the Minister. 

Mr. MOO RE: I am not ,dc!reosing the 
hon. member. \Vhen I want his advice I 
will seck it. It seems impolitic that the 
public should be kept in the dark on an 
irnportant question like unmnployrnent 
n1crc1y at the whi1n of a ~Iini:-3ter or at 
the desiro of the Government. The Esti
mates will shortlv be availab],, fat· cliscus
f~ion. -very few ci:'nnual rollOl'ts hn..-e so far 
been tabled. I quite recognise that many of 
the reports cannot be completed cmtil some 
time after the close of the financial nar but 
the information in respect of other l:C'l1o{·ts is 
k<•pt up to date by weekly and monthly 
annotations. It is not so difficult to pre
pare those reports. \Ye know· thn t certain 
information is kept up to date for the con
tinual use of the Bureau of Indui'trY. l\Ian'? 
of tho monthly rcpol'ts contain infonnatioil 
~nitc apart from that which \Ye dc~ired. 
\Ye dv .. ircd only the actual figures relating 
10 the number of unemployed on s;,ccific,cJ 
cla,tes. Ye-t wc haYc hccn denied the oppor
tunity of getting the infonnation. ::-;o\Y the 
Esh1natos arc earning on and it i.;; nccc.··~c.n,v 
that we should haYc that infonnation to 
which wo are entitled, if we arc to discuss 
the position intelligently. 

The SECRETARY FOR LAnm:R AXD T xm:STRY : 
You seem lo forget you arc not the Premic•r 
now. 

:\Ir. =IIOORE: :'\o. T do not forg·or that. 

The SeCRETARY FOR LABm·n AXD Ixnl'STRY: 
You hRYO no right, to dictate' as to how 
I should run my department. 

:VIr. J\IOOHE: I am not dictating- as to 
how the hon. gentleman should ;.un his 
department. 

'Tho SECRETARY FOR LABOGR AXD IXDCSTRY: 
You are. That is the 1mrport of your 
remarks. 

Mr. ::'IIOORE: I ha Ye statecl on hw occa
sions that the Minister is within his rights 
in withholding the information if he desires. 
The only point which appeaL; to me is this: 
\Vhen a question is asked in the publie 
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interest. IS it politic for the Minister to 
deny the information required? It is pPr· 
fcctly COllll1Ctcnt for hirn to do so-just as 
it is competent for the Premier to put an~· 
motim1. of which notice has been given, at 
the bottmn of the business-papr~r, and, 1£ 
that practice is to be adopted, Ht<' 
only rcrncdy is to adopt 80me other 1nea.ns 
of discussing these subjects outsid<> of 
ParliarJHent. \\"hen the Treasurer could not 
get information as Leadct· of the Oppmition 
in a previous Parlimnent, he rnade- extrava
g-ant ::;taterncnts outside Purlimnent. and 
1t was necc:3snrv then to rnake a ~dJl tCllll'nl 

ill Parlirunl~nt to corn~ct th(~ \Yrong impre·~
sion lreatcd. That i~ a princjplc of \vh:ch 
I do not appro-re, becaus:< Yery often extra
l·agant statements made outside of Parlia· 
Jnent convey a ·wrong imvre-,,sion, and wbo;:)n 
the statemerrt is corrected in Parliament thP 
truth Ill'Yer gets to the veo11lf'. It is \\TOn'; 

to c•licit public infornu1t.ion in that n1nuner. 
The TRE'ScREH: All I had to do wit); ,ou 

was to tell the bare truth. That was bacl 
c·nouglr. 

:\Ir. 1\IOORE: The bare truth can !Jc ,·cry 
efficiently told. It dcper.ds on the glasses 
through "hi eh the Trea nrer looks. It m a~: 
!Jnvc 1o~k(1 d bare to the' hon. gentlcruan, but 
\Yhcn he Jnn.dc the public ~tatcrnent it Y,'a:-' 
1·erv ''""]] dressed. \Vc ha,·e di"con·rcd that 
ma;1y stateinents made by the hon. gcnth~
man. though not deserving of very line 
clothes. are well conred in order to deceiye 
the people. 

I do not wish to delaY the House. 
merel,- wi:oh to put for\\·ard m:· protest 
against the denial of tlw opportunicy of 
~ecuring a redrco;;s of a public gricYance. 1 t 
rests \Yith the Govcrnn1ent to sa\T · 1rheth,:r 
\:c arc entitled to have an oppot·hmit,v to 
di5cus:-; a 111attcr of great public interest
one. "·hich affects the cotmtry distr-ic: s .-ery 
acutC'ly-in order that \Ye might .,ho\Y 
exac:tl!~ how legislation and rcgulatio'-1~ 
franJcd 1Jy the Govcrnn1ont orwratP. This 
is the first O]lportunity I have had of bringing 
the ruattcr forward; and I ha Ye ern braced 
it \Yith a vic\v to getting the Covornrncnt 
to inquire into it. 

Mr. KE:\XY (Cook) [10.58 a.m.]: I also 
wish to enter n1y protc~t again.5t the action 
of the Goverrnne11t in rofusiug tu Padia
ITIPllt the righi to discuss ccrtaiJt regulation::: 
i>Sncd nndc•r· the State Tran,port Act. 
\\"hen the Pig Industry Bill \cas going 
I hrough thi_- Chamber I dre"· attention to 
the fallacy of asking Parliament to v~~~s a 
J3,iUl -whci~cin powers given to the 
UoYC'l'llOl' in Coul!cil to regu]ation3 
along certain lines. In11ncdiately I ~:mn
Ulc-uccd to discu~s the ruattcr and (iUOte 

ren1arks of thp Trcasnrcr on the quc.:;;tion 
he applied the " gag" and I was denied the 
op110rtunity to do fo. Agn.in I ro.,e on the 
schedule to the Bill, which. inter alia, pro
,·iclecl that regulations could be made to 
{'Onlpol farmers to carry out certain irnpfove·· 
ment' on their farm... I tried to move an 
amendment, and what happened? Again the 
"gag" v.as applied. Three times that day 
when -\YC \\ere ClHleavourjng to cli.scu.:·l ihe 
que,tion of regulations being tahlPd in thi .. 
Parliament-and tho Government ltave told 
us that opportunity is giYen to Parliernent 
to Lli''allo 1.\- regulations i~'~ued during tho 
rece"s-tho " gag " 'yas applied and we ·v.;ere 
denied the right to discus~ the principle. A 
motion 'vas tabled bv this side of ttw House, 
~o that regulations "ullder tho State Trans-

port Act could bo discuosccl and cli sallo .vcd 
because thev are found to work detrtmPntall v 
to the inte;ests of the people in the coumry 
districts. \'\hat happened? The ruotion 
was put clown at tho bottom of tlt~ l•usincss
;;hoct. There is no other method of c: is ens· 
sing that matter. 

On this point I haYe onlv to r;uote the 
follo·wing rernarks rnadc bv" the Trl',l_~nt·or 
in this Parliament on the, 12th DccL'!llbcr, 
1931:-

"I take it that it is as futile to 
endeavour to prohibit rnotor 1 ratt:-)l)Ort 
to-daJ as it would be to attemp1 to 
prohibit the use of machinerv and 
labour-saving de,~ice'~ in industr3~ gene
rallv. ·whether the Go,-ernment like it 
or u not, and vvhether this P:_ll·]iainent 
like's it or not, the people wiil <lr'rwwd 
ehutp and cffecti,·e nr0thods of transport, 
.and will use then1 vvhcrcvcr available; 
and it is nrercly attempting to shelve 
the position if we pass a Bill of this 
kind with the object of preventing the 
u:::e of rnodern means of conve':anl_(' and 
forcing tho people to use the ; tulwayo." 

That is the statement of the Treasurer 
inunediately prior to his ntaking ,lll DppPtd 

io the pcopl." of (.'ueenslnml. 'J'l,•c P' ople 
bdio,-ed him. They belie;-ed thnt l,e ,yas 
~lr~ccro. rrhey,T rpturned hin1 to l")arlimnnt 
with a working rnajority. I-Iis flr.~L act \vas 
to abolish the State Transport Board '· t up 
by the previous Government, pass an Act 
and set up a board of his own choo·-ing, and 
frame regulations of the character of ".!1ich 
cn•n mernber~: of his own party \Yere not 
full,- aware at the time. Thousa.,nds of 
protests came from all parts of (~ueenslancl, 
both to GoYernrnent n1e111bers and to 
members of the Opposition. Prot"st meet
ings ''"ore held throughout the St-lte, con
demning the regulations iss~ecl under the 
State Transport Act. The IJpposttJOn tcok 
the first opportunity of mm·ing that tho 
regulation~ be disallo-vvPd. TlH' right to 
t-li'3rnss the rnattcr has been clcniPrl us. I 
dt"sirc to quote from an article published in 
a -.:\orthcrn newspaper to en1plJa~ise the 
110< 'seity that this matter be roctiftcd, hJrcl 
that a full discu"ion be permitted iu Par· 
liamcnt. This article reads-

" The problem of transport is commoll 
to a~: conntri cs of the \Yodd . . . '' 

:VIr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem· 
bcr ,vjll not be in order 1n continuing on 
those lines. 

Mr. KENNY: I take it, :VIr. Speaker, 
that vour ruling is that we cannot anticipate 
a nH)tion on the businc'ss-shect aud crtnnot 
discuss the question? You hane ruled that 
"·o would neorl to show the necessih· for 
a discussion taking place in this Parliai11ent. 
To shm' the neoossitv of that discussion I 
de~iro to quote the pi:es", \vhich is cla.n10Ui'
ing that the matter of the regulations under 
the State Transport Act be r<>ctifierl at the 
(~Lrlic-~t opportunity. Of conr:;;'', jf I cannot 
bring the press to my aid then I do not 
kno\v \Vhere I arn, nor does Parlianwnt 
know where it is. This article proceeds--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mom· 
ber knov . .rs that he is not in order in con
tinuing in that strain. 

Mr. KE="KY: If that is the case. Par· 
liamcnt will have no opportunity of dis
cussing_ the matter. It would appear that 
regulations issued under an Act 1nay be 

Mr. Kenny.] 
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tabled in Parliament, but that although Par
liament has the right to disallow those 
regulations, Parliament does not get the 
opportunity to do so. If that IS the case 
we mirrht as well close Parliament and 
return t'o our electorates, leaving t~K~ Cabin~t 
to o·oycrn Queensland bv regulation. It 1~ 
ind~ed farcical that Padiament cannot dis
cuss regulations \vhich arc detrirnental to 
the public interest. 

As I cannot discuss that matter I shall 
clra\\ attention to other matter of import
ance to QL!eensland to-dac·· As the Leader 
of the Opposition has very properly pointed 
out, the Opposition haYc on nun1etous occa
sions sought inforn1ation on question:-:. of 
vital importance, but the information has 
been denied by Ministers of the Crown. 
Onl v a few Vi,Tccl~s ago I asked the Treasurer 
a question in relation to the £2.000.000 
whieh it \Yas proposed to borrow in ordt>r 
to erect a bridg·e in Brisbane. I asked if 
he would submit to the Loan Council an 
alternative proposal to develop .:\orth 
Queensland ,,·ith a similar amount of money. 
The reph I rceceived was that the Gm-ern· 
n1ent wOuld consider any sound prOl)Q-;al. 
It was no reply at all; buf you, l\1r. Speaker, 
ruled earlier jn t.he sc~sion that, bcratFl' a 
question had been answered already in the 
ses.3ion, it could not bo a:·ked again. It 
appears that the 'rrcasurcr uhcl his -.\1ini~.rcr:; 
can shuffle in any wav theY like and refu·ce 
a reply-can avoid gi,:ing i;lformation which 
we on this side of the House haYe every 
right to get. Similar treatment wa~ n1etcd 
out to rno in respect of a qw::--.,tion ~,d1ich I 
directed to the Treasurer asking· the m1mber 
of unemployed who had been ahsorlJCcl under 
the GoY0l'Hl11C'nt' s policy of Epend in g loan 
moncv. The Treasurer told me \dutt fumh 
were~ a;-allablc and 1vhat the local authori
tiPs anticipated \\'Ould bP aboorbcd. That 
wa3 not a replv to the question which I 
asked, but on 'your rn]jng, J\Ir. Speak.er, 
I an1 debarred fron1 raising the quesuon 
again this session. 

How can the people of Que~nsland kuo··· 
the truth under these circumstances·; It 
is yery easy for the Treasurer to sa,- that 
when he '-'· cts Leader of the Opposition he 
had onlv to tell the bare truth in order to 
make his point. \Yhat the hon. gentleman 
fmgcts is that when the present Lead('l' of 
the Opposition was Prernie;· of the Staie 
he taYo Inll and accurate infonuation itt 
answer to questions eYen though it 1nay 
haYe been bad party politics to do so. The 
policy of the present Goyernment is one 
of " hush, l1u~h." Questions n1a~· Le asked, 
but it is another matter to get the informa
tion desired. 

During the last session \1"8 pointed out to 
the rrn:~asnrer that funds '"ere being \\·a"tec1 
in Queensland in providing facilitie.s for 
tobacco growing at Becrburrun1. This year 
I asked for informabon, but conld not get 
it. I can now tP!l the House that £13.898 
of public moiw_- hae been spent in placing 
ninety-th!·ec~ fa1nilif's in tobacco-growing 
actiYitics nt Becrhl.llTlHn; in other word-.:, 
an awmgc of £140 18s. 9d. per family 
has been expended by the GoYernmcnt. \Yhcn 
these families were placed on that land the 
Secretary for Agriculture Yisited the area. 
Photographs were taken by the press and 
some of the photog;-aphs which appeared 
in the " Agricultural Journal " depicted the 
wives and children of the new settlers view
ing the " promised land." Twelve months 

[Mr. Kenny. 

l1aYe passed. The gro\Yers have sold their 
to)Jacco. which has returned them £2 12s. 
Sd. each for tlwir year's work. After the 
returned soldiers had expended ,years of work 
at the settlement it was handed over to the 
uncinploycd, vd1o had no cxpcyience of agri
culture at all. Thc~y w0rc gtven to under
uand that they could make a living and were 
told. " This is the ' promised land ' ; your· 
futtlre ]s assured." 

The S>:cm:nRY FOR LABOTTR AXD IxnusTnY: 
The:,· were given a living-they "·ere kept 
during the tirne they were there. 

:Mr. KEN:'\Y: They \vere kept, and tho·c 
rncn must repay this rnono_y to the Crown. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIClTLTURE: That is 
wrong. 

:'\lr. KENNY: If thal is •o. why should 
tllc tobac.-:o-growers in ::\1arcC>ba be asked 
to Jla.v back the money to the Crmvn? \Yhy 
put them on a different basis from those 
at Becrburnun? This toh. cru at Bcer
burnnn returned 5.3cl. nor lb.. on the 
a\ erage. to the _grower. 'l"hat was all that 
the growers rece1 \"eel for the tobacco \V hen 1t 
was sold. 

The SECRET\RY FOR AGRICCLTCilE: That is 
not so. 

:\lr. KE:'\:-i"Y: That is so. I ha Ye the 
retur11s of the sales ':xith 1ne. 

The SECRET.\RY FOH AGHHTLn;RE inter
jected. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER: Order 1 En1·y hon. 
JYl('lllber 'vho ,,,i~lws to speak on th.i:-; qnc-.;;;~ 
tion will h'""" forty minutes. I ask the 
~\'lini ,tcr to restrain ~hirnsclf until tlwt tin1c 
arriYes. 

:\h. KK\'?\Y: The Secretarv for Agricul
ture interject' that I haYe not the figures. 
I haYc the returns from Bccrbunum of the 
prices paid at auction. the quantity cold at 
auction, and the quantity sold since--.auth~n
tic [igurcs from the buyers. The foll01· rng 
figures show the quantity so~d and the 
an1ount receiYed :-

Lb. 8. rl. £ s. rl. 
89 1 9 7 15 9 

380 1 10 34 16 3 
615 1 7 17 18 9 

1.274 1 69 0 2 
981 0 9 36 15 9 

2.172 0 8 72 3 0 
506 0 3 6 6 2 

4.324 :'\o offer 
708 Ko offer 

-- --
11,049 £2~5 3 

The aYerage is 5.3d. per lb. I demand the 
right to show the \Yastage of that £13,0~:0 
last c·ear, and to point out to the people 
of Queensland that Parliament sl10nld not 
be asked to pass a similar an1ount thif3 yenr. 
If ·\·e wish to put men on the land \\"C 

should not make it too hard for them by 
putting them on a proposition where they 
ha ,·e no chance of coming out on top, but 
put them where there is a possibility of 
"llece~ . ..;. Let the wastage of public n1oney 
stop at Becrburrum, and let us go ahead 
'dif'l'Q there is an opportnnity to ~uccePd. 
The Mini-.tcr stated that between 400 and 
500 acres of land \Yill be plantecl this year, 
but I maintain that area should not be 
planted and that public money should not 
be wasted in a locality \YhNe onh· 5.3cl. 
per lb. was receiYed by· the growers 'for the 
tobacco they grew. 
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The GoYNnment haye eYer 'ince thev came 
into power taxed and harassed the illan on 
the land. vY e can see that that is so if we 
go into my electorate and through the sugar
growing area~. Tho Governn1ent policy is 
to have a revaluation for taxation purposes 
throughout the sugar-growing areas in order 
to tr:· to build up the ren·nuo to enable them 
to finance their proposals. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber will not be in order m ant1c1pating 
the discu-sion on the Budget, which will 
shortly be presented. The discussion at this 
stage is on the n1atter of '" gricYances " 
only. 

}fr. KE:-,r::\Y: I am 11ot anticipating· any 
disc-nssion on the Budget. I have a definite 
complaint in this matter from an individual 
vvho has been put to the expenw of getting 
11 legal ovinion and assistancE' to got a 
rrclndioll. The letter is dated 5th April. 
1933. and states-

,. From. the aboYe it will be ~ecn 
that the Yaluo has now been reduced from 
£2.460 to £1,570, a sum of £890. which 
is nearly half the amoullt of the original 
increase of £1,838." 

The ~um of £890 is near! v half the amount 
of the .original increase of,£1.838! Tlw land 
\\·as increa.sccl in valuation from £622 to 
£2,460. In order to get justiv, the man had 
to appeal. That cost him £25; but before 
he could appeal ho had to pay the land tax. 
\'\hen his appeal was considered and the 
v-aluation was r<'duced by £890, the Income 
Tax Department took £26 9s. 10d.-in pay
ment of Federal income tax-out of the 
1r>oney that ,,,as to be refunded to him. That 
~1nn \Vas taken before his in('orue tax \V 1s due. 
That is a very serious position. In the sarne 
month-the month of J:\1arch-when it is an 
iu1possibility for cane fanners to get finance 
from tlw banks on account of the cyclonic 
seasons in :'7orth QuPcnsland and whefi thel'c 
is no Ct'rtainty of \Yhat crops will be harYc~ted 
--this 1aan \\ 1'"- asked to lHtV land tax of 
£84 on the 7th March; £45 'unemployment 
tax on 22nd 1\Iareh; and £78 Stat0 income 
tax on 27th ::\1arch-a total of £207. The 
position of the cane fanncro should he con
,idorPrl. and they should be allowed to make 
tlwir payments as late a, the end of May. 

The TREASrRER: \Vho do you say that vv-as? 

Mr. KE::-~:\'Y: I am not tc·lling the hon. 
geutlcuHtn 'vho it was, but I can giye the 
holl. gentleman the inform.ation if ho wants 
it. 

The TEEAScRER: \Ye eau make vou lay the 
papers on the table of the Hous~. 

~·Jr. I-\:EN~Y~: You can11ot. 

The TREASrREH: But Vd_' call. 

::\Ir. KE::\KY: This man lwd to pay £207 
t.._:_. tlll~ State Go-~·t_'rnruent ln the n1onth c,£ 
::\inrch. and if thP GoYcrnn1Cllt vvonld con
~ider the position of thC' cane fanner~ in 
tl,at a,rf'a) 1-~,·here fmrancf' to-da-r is verv hard 
t'> obtain, thc•y \roukl gi\·c th~·n1 thu ·oppor
tunity of paying their a::;:s<'·""'tncnts in 1\lay, 
\,-]H'll they g-et thP returns for their cane 
fwm t!w mills. That would allP,~iato the 
r ~)::.ition. If 1ve have to Q'O into ever-:· case 
in a ntann~r sin1ilar to 'that in ,vhi~h we 
haYP gouP into this on<' this morning. then 
iL is going to be ,-f'ry hard indeed. I may 
bav-0 the opportunity of discussing this ques
tion at length \Ylwn the Regulation of Sugar 

1933-x 

Cane Prices Acts An1endn1ent Bill con1cs 
before the House-if it does! I mav then 
he able to point out to Parliament that the 
Gov-ernment officials who arc valuing- this 
land ha Ye no idea and no knowlNlge of the 
loc.al requirements at all. vVere I to go on 
1n that point, Mr. Speaker, you would be 
justified in saying that I could not proceed. 

I have another complaint. and it is in 
reference to the Agricultural Bank. This 
l'ank is ~upposcd to exist to assist the Rettlc•rs. 
Ti1c GoYcrnment are telling the settlers all 
tl1c time how lenient: and sympathetic they 
are. However', I will quote the words of 
one poor unfortunate. who was sold up by 
the Agricultural Bank, although he lodged 
"t that bank a lien on 66 acres of 1n aize 
'.~chicl1 was refused him-

" Since then I l1avo felled 16~ acres of 
standing scrub, stumped 80 acres of maize 
land, completely taking out at lea,t 400 
stumps. 

"Erected oYer 250 chains of fenring; 
built a barn 39 foot by 18 feet, pig sties, 
three implement sheds, fowlhouse, wash
house, and woodhouse. 

" Duilt dairy concrete floor with water 
laid on at a cost of £50. Also cow bails, 
four stand concrete floor and stock yards,_ 
and crush, aLo water laid on to kitchen 
garden. 

" Built two roorns on to d\>:·clling-house 
and porch, and erected three extra 1,000· 
gallon tanks to house. all at my own 
expense. 

" At the time of sale I owed tho 
AgTicultural Bank £120 interest and 
redemption on £615 soldier settlement 
ach·ance principal payable in about 
twemy years, also £60 for rent to Lands 
Department. 

" An1otlllt recei.,-ed for sale on irnproYe
ments, £1,300. 

" The arnount on call vva~ £120 bank 
and £60 Lands Department. 

' 'I vnote to :!\Ir. Quodling and told 
hirn I \Yould giyc hlrn a lien on 1ny 60 
.acr0s of corn. vYhich \Voultl n1orc than 
rc·alise rny indcbteclness, but to no aYail. 

" I kt :\h. Collim, chairman of :r.Iaizo 
Pool ha,-e letter re sale of block fmm }lr. 
(/uodling. '" he (:\fr. Collins) was going· 
to BrisbarE' on 1nai:t.e rnattcrs. and he 
\Vas tryir;g to Quodling to alter his 
t1eci"ion. lie Collius) g .. w ::\lr. 
Brnce my ldter to let him lntYP a try 
to rcYersc' order. :\Ir. Collin, has written 
to ::\Ir. Brnec for m v letter, alHI I \\ill 
send it, you directly ~I r-:ceiYu sa1nr. 

".J. \Yanl. sub-manager. Agricnltul'al 
Bank sau the purchaser of block paid 
ollly £350 {loposit, and the Agricultural 
Bank lrt him haYo £950 on terms for 
flftecn vcnr::;;. Uutil thr•-:o fiftc:'n years 
haYc e;,_pircd I am not entitled to the 
~urpltrs on sale or to corn. 

'; I .a111 :-;ixty-six years of age. vvith 
wif0 and tbn C' children, age.;; fourh~cn, 
1hirtcon. and tweho. and under these 
circunlstunces I cnn ahsolntcly pcm1ilc, .. 2. 

If I do not get thi, mo!le\· of em·plu' on 
sale and corn I will bo walking- off with
out a sl1ilJing in the \YOrlcl to cflght Jife"s 
battle OYl~r again. 

·' I do not know \\·hat yott think; but 
I thi1d\: it is danll1abl0." 

Mr. Flcnny.] 
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I agree. Here is the case of an unfortunate 
indiYidua1. sixtv-six \~ears of age, ·who has 
fon,ght in thrPc. wars·. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \\'hat is 
],·.~ naniP? 

..\Ir. KENKY: \Y. J. Tan·ant. 

The SECRET\RY FOR AGlUCULTl'RE: I wil'l 
r ll you all about hin1 later. He is a horse 
-tr ·tier. 

:Ji r. SPEAKEH: Order ! 

1\Ir. KEN="!Y: The hon. gentleman is 
\Hathful. I suppose he will tell me that this 
rn '11 vas lwhind in his paynlcnt,;;; to the bank. 
Ife rn~ y ha Ye been. in couunon ·with n1an-..: 
other s0lc1iL·r settlf~rs. I arn airing a con{
plaint. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGRICFLTT:RE: Tarrant 
got nlOl'C lenient treatn1ent than anv other 
client of the bank. . 

:\Ir. KEl'\:'\Y: ·when he entered upon his 
block the Yaluc~ of his in1[JrOYl~1nents \Yas 
£5. but on being wlcl they n•aliscd £1.300. 
leaving to hin1 a, surp1ns due from tho han·cst 
of 66 acres of maize after meeting his indcb
teclncs~ to tb0 bank. The sale 1ook place~ in 
Jul;.T of this yPar, but thi~ sett1rr Ita~ not y~ i 

recci.-ed his em·plus. Ilc has been told that 
he I'YlHSt \Yait for rlftcen YCa l'S before he CUJl 
recciye it. I'i that ju~ticl~·'? I ':I that lenicnc :•~ ': 
He will be C'i2"hty-one years of age heforP he 
receive'"' his final payrnent, if this statt'lnent 
be C'orrcct. The ).Iinister says that tlwr i::.:. 
iust ice. I ha,·e di··cussccl !he sale 'vith ll<Cn 
~vho \rishcd tv purchase the L1ock, ancl they 
mforrned me that thev did not have an 
oppmtunity to bid for· the purc·hasc of the 
property on ienns. 

The SECRET.IRY FOR Acnrcrnrn;:: You 
kno'i'.T that that is one of the ·worst ca~e-· 
you could haYc cho.:-:cn. 

J\It-. SPE,\KER: Order! I h,,sitair to 
l~kr• auy action concCI'liirtg a ::\-lilli~U•J', bu1 
therP ( -Ln he no t\YO laws in th; }Joo~P
onc for one side o£ tho Cham lwr a1Hl Olll' for 
~he otlH~l'. rrhc~ la\V of cle1_ ~L2 \\-b:ch (lj)~J)lc~ 
ro one oldc must also apply to the othPr. The 
:-;ccrctary for )._gricultur(~ and Stock \Vou~d 
be well achioecl to rntrain himself. 

:\It·. KE~XY: The J\lini-1 1· said that I 
had dJO.-:cn a Lad cai3C. Thi~ is a rase \Yllt'.L'(' 

a :--urpl-:1s i:; due to the 1rttc .-.ett'er. I a111 
con1plaining that thP GovernrnC'll1 h·n·p 
fort ,:~d a ~ettlPr off his block and ha Ye 

a period of fifteen year.'J in -which the 
may b'c paid by the incoming sottl(·r. 
late f3rttl~J' i~ walking the road-: 1ooking 
\York. Ffc has no hon1c for hi:-- chi;d:en. 
\Yhcn the agent for the buyer canh' on to 
the block the children of thP late' Sc'tt!t'l" 
were tunwd out of their br'ck ~\ of 
fourteen yPan: of age was cmHpc1JPd ~' eep 
y;ith tht> Lo_,-~ on an open YCrancla \vhil t 
thP agent of the purcha:-;cr \vent iuto th2 
bcdroorns in:"iclc. Is that justio~? Is ~ll:t 
f3~Tnpathy ': I ask the ~Iinistel·--

;\lr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mcm
her is now askjng for interjection~. 

J\Ir. KEXKY: I am asking the 1\iiniotl'r 
,,.jlPn he rise>s in this Chamber to statp ii 
the eettlcr to whom I refer can now recl'ive 
the payment due to him. If the departlll''llt 
is prepared to resell the lll'Opcrty on t('l'lll-:i 
extending over fifteen to twentv year~, tiH~n 
th(' faciliti(•;-; Hccessary to enabl~ those- tenn~ 

[JiT. Ilenny. 

to be ofiered should be provided b_,. the 
department and not by the late settkr. 

J\1r. Srzr.R: He could issue a rit against 
the Government. 

Mr. KEKNY: He has a legal claim, but 
he has not sufficient money. to fight the 
Go.-ernmcnt. If that practice is continued 
it ,.-ill me an that the farmers will have no 
clear conception of their legal position. 
Surely a sPttler is entitled to the surplus of 
Jhe p.rocccds of the sale of his properly' I 
ha ,·e here a statement signed by a uum bcr 
of buyers who ''"ere pre'<ent at tlw sale. 
They say~ 

"Re sale of Block 462-463 by A. C. 
Bank, \V. J. Tan·ant, lessee. On the 
occasion of this sale the .auctionel'l" 
stated that the usual terms would hold. 
Tho block would be sold for cash, and 
if no cash \vas forthcoming it would be 
sold on terms. 

" The auctioneer asked what ofiers for 
cash were forthcorning. The fir.,t bid ,~,~as 
for £900, and bidding went up to £1.300. 
Nothing was 1ncntioneci about ternLs 
after the first bid. 'I' he bu,·er paid £350, 
cash and agreed to £950 over fifteen 
ycar:3. 

" \Ve, the uudersignod prosrw· J·iye 
buyers, state that this is true." 

T'hcre are their signature". I referred the 
matter to the Agricultural Bank, and it was 
in turn referred to the nmthern bmnch of 
the bank. The officers in the Korth said that 
the statement vvas not true. Of cour~e, the 
officers are bdicved; the JWl ,ons v. ho make 
this statctnent arc liars. L-nlc~s the n1atter 
is remedied the position of a fann"r "·ha is 
sold up b:v the Agricultnra.l Bank will be 
hopele'3. I discusecd the matter "·ith four 
different person, who were present at the 
sale and each ono stated that it ''"a5 
announced that the :'ale \Vns for -ca~h. Tcnns 
were given at a later date. One rnan 
inforrnNl me that he ,,-oulrl ha n• offered 
£1.600 if he had known that it ,,-as a sale 
on tenus, and this \\ ould have given a 
'surplus of £300 to the late settler. The 
statement 1 ha\'e quoted "·a,; drawn np 
in the forn1 of a statutor\ decla.rarlon as to 
the truth of its contents, "and the signaturcf> 
·were witnessed by a justice of thn pe~!CC. 
The Government jnst say that the st 01.tPnwnt5 
arc YVl'Ong. If the rnen rnaking this statu~ 
tory declaration arc telling Jic:-J, vvl1~' clo the 
Govcrn1nent not proceed agninst them: The 
l-i-overnnwnt will 110t proscc·1te these lllCil. 

but thr·--.~ refuse this individual the n1ouev 
lw is er!titled to for his life·., work in dc,·C:. 
loping and improving his fanu. Xo 111attcr 
·dwt neglect the settlor ma;· haYe been 
guilt~~ of in c1i~charging his ohli;:.:ations to 
the c\gricultuml B:u!lc, "·hich lEadP him the 
adYauc0, noYcrthelcs~ it was rlw clntv of the 
l'r0\"1'11 to 8CO that the ad,~ancc \\'as~ rl'paid. 
I-Ie had a. 1na.i:.::e crop each year. and the 
bank cou~d have taken action to sre that 
ponion of th,, proceeds of thal crop ''"ere 
di.-ertecl to it. Instead the Gon'rnn1cnt 
a11o\vcd hirn to devote thP nlOllt~v to in1pro,~
ing his farrn, and '"'-hen those i;nprovr•ments 
were completed thev ejcctr'd him without 
any consideration. 

Thie is a qnc,tion which need, n·ntilatioP 
in this Home. If that is the kind of 
adn1inistration which fa1~mer:: nre to recciv~ 
fl'ODl the 11roscnt {~o\·crnntent ii i" t1!nr' 
took a stan<l-tirne ParlianlC'llt l-::!10\V 

a 111an could thus bo dl~privt'd of ~nch a 
balance after the claim o[ the' Crown had 
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been 'atisfieJ. If I foreclosed on auy inch
vidual, I would be compelled after sab,fy
ing n1y n1ortgage to flay the balanc0 over to 
that iudiviclual. If I did uot he would have 
cause for an action against me; but bccau:3c 
this indiYidual on whom the Govcrnn1ent 
foreclosed happens to be "broke" anJ is 
mmbL to tlght tho Crown, he must get 
out and rmnain ' 1 broke." It is 1ny duty 
to a ;_r th~" treu t~ncnt that has been 1ncted 
om to these unfortunate men. I <lo uot 
know of any uneruployed citizen 1vho i:-:; iu 
a worse flO:·ition than this individu:tl fanner. 
He is sixty-six yc.ars of age vviih throe young 
children, tho eldest being fourteen years 
old. 

Mr BllAND: Did thov "e:tualiv turn the 
children out on the road? • 

}Ir. KEJ'\~Y: They did. I have another 
ea~e where the dcpartrncntal ofRcl'l'S 1vcre 
not gan1e to go in and evict a farn1Pr. Thc;y 
\vaitod uutil he wont to hospital with a 
brokeu log. Then they put the bailiff in. 
His wife sent him word to the hospital that 
the bailiff was in charge. He left the 
hospital, and walked 12 miles on crutches 
in order to tn· to save his farm. ~What 
happened'! The man after reaching his home 
fell and Jied. 'l'hat occurred at Kairi. 
Yet the Government claim to be t]JC churn
pions of the 11oor selector ! They arc pur
suiJJg a policy of squeezing th" last drop 
of blood out of these poor unfortunates. 
Tallc about Shylock! Shylock \Y~s 110thing 
to tht· prevent Uovernrncnt in .squer ,]ng 
out the monevs due to the Crown. The 
Crown 1nust ~take preference in all cases 
of foreclosure, and other creditms are left 
la1nenting. I have many other case-.; \Yhich 
I could quote for the benefit of hon. 
members and the people of Qucenslaud. but 
the;;:e two cases should F.atisfv any l;o .... -ern
ment and auv indivjdnal of~ the ·li turc of 
the so-called· jnstico that is meted out to 
such pool' unfortunate farn1ers. 

\Ye shall hav-c another opportunity at 
a later <late to deal with this and manv 
other subjects. and to show that the Govern:
mcnt are not living up to their ptedg, -. 
The people of Queensland \YOre promi~'td by 
the Premier that if his partv were rdnrncd 
they would raise £2.500,000 'by woy of loan 
from the people of this State, and that tlw· 
would bring happiness into the honw' of 
thP people \Yhero there was thPn onlv Jark
ness. \Yhat happened? The Premic•r, after 
being returned on that election plrdg-e, 
callously Letraycd the men who trusted him. 

::\lr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion. 
rncrnbct is not using par]-i:,rncntarv 1anrn1Uf.Ct' 
in saying that <-Ln hon. n1crnbel· bci~·aycd 
:SOlllCOllC. 

Mr. 1\J<:::\~Y: I was only repeating rht• 
Prcn1ier's 01vn words. I-Ie u::-:cd those ' onh 
as L"-'adcr of tbr Op11oistion in tbi::; Par~ia" 
rnent. and ut that tin1e no cxcPpt'on wu<~ 
1akcn to the1n. If you. 1\lr. Speaker, L1kc 
CXCP[ltion to them I will not proceed in thnt 
strain. 1 say that tlw p0ople ''H'l'C uJislPrl. 
Thev found later that tlw -btonwnts of tho 
lion.' gentlPme.n were only so much froth am! 
bnbble. They wore onh· words to C'llH bh• 
hirn to be rPt~n'nPd as PrOn1icr of this StntP. 
The Pren1i('l' :1S Leader of the ol)PO·~ition 
rnav httYc hP::n conccih~d and his coHcclt, 
rnu~ aw.1v \Yith hin1. lie "\Vas rC'iurned and 
naturan;; the lH~ople 'vi:;;h to sec t.he Trca
SUl'Cl' carr~: ont his clPct-ion pledge~, and 
we on this .'iclc of the House have been 

\Yaltm;s for t.his money to be raised. }Ien 
aro going through Queensland to-day by 
the thou•,and looking for work. \Ye have 
tried to get i1•formation from the Secreb1rc· 
for Labour and Industry as to the pr.~,sr·nt 
trend of unemployment; but, as the _Leader 
of the Oppositiou said, that informatwn ha' 
not been forthcoming. \Ye know wh,:. The 
unemployed in this State have iucreased h:: 
nearlv 10,000 as oompared w1th tweh·e months 
ago. • Although an adJitional 10,000 nncm~ 
played aro on the unemployment market 
to-clay the Government arc saymg that thev 
have £3,300,000 to spend, and yet they arc 
short spending the vote to-day at the rate 
of £140,000 a month. They are short spend
ing as they did last year. Last year the 
GoYernmeut short spent £1.000,000 although 
men were \valking the streets looking for 
"\YOrk. 

::\1r. SPEAKER: Order ! 

l\Ir. ICE:X;\Y: I f'ay the Govenuncnt 
~hart spent last year. 

)Jr. SPEAKER: Order 1 The hon. 
rncrnbcr is not en tit led to indulge 111 a 
general discu"ion. He knows that this i•· 
the " grievance " stage. 

}Jr. KEN::\Y: }l:v grievance is that \York 
y ds not found for these men whc'n the money 
\Ya~ available. \\-.-e want to knov,r "\vhy the 
"\YOrk '' .1.s not given "\vhich was prmnisecl 
thctn-why this election pledge "\YD;S not ear
lied out. The monev that is av-a1lablc now 
1·~ being short-spent {n order thflt it rnay be 
kept for an election splash; bl.lt in the mean
t imc the men hftYe onlv the words of the 
Premier to depend on. ·Perhaps the,;e men 
\\ill bfl able to pat themselv-es on the back 
anrl sav "All right; let's \Yait another 
(·ightcL'11' months. a~1d "\Yhcn the election is 
coming on he will spend £3,0~10.000. We 
'' :ll g·et jobs for three or four months. and 
thi'n \YP \Yill walk tbe roads again.~' 

1"nforiunately, the u1wmplo;<·ed are only 
y,-a king up to the tru0 position. \Yhcn we 

to the Estimates I shall not trv to con
the Treasurer and his ~Iinisters with 

n1,v o\\·n argurnent; I will convince them 
\Yith ih0 argurnents of these men. 

The TREASrRER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith . .liackay) [11.32 a.m.]: Under the pro
Yisions of Standing Order C\o. 298, I mm·o-

,, That 1 he hon. rnem1wr for Cook be 
ordcrecl to lay upon the tn b1c of rhe 
House the docun1C11ts fro1n "\V}Jich h•,-: hac.; 
j u~t read extract.:;;." 

Quc~iion put; :.n1d the H ousc diY idcd:-

AYES, 29. 

~tfr. Barber Mr. Hync 
Bedford Keogh 
Bras.:>ington King, w. T. 
Bru. e Mull an 
Bulcock O'l{eefe 
Conroy Pease 
Cooper S1nith 
Copley, P. K. Stop ford 
Dash Taylo1·, G. C. 
Foley ~Wellington 

Funnell \Villiams 
Gair 
Gled· on TellcTs: 
Hanlon Copley, w. J. 
Hanson ·waters 
Hayes 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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Mr. Bayley 
Clayton 
Deacon 
Edwards 
Fadden 
Grimstone 
KPnny 
King, R. M. 
Maher 
Maxwell 
Moo re 
:'-licklin 
Nimmo 

NOES, 23. 
Mr. Plunkett 

Roberts 
Russe)) 
Sizer 
Sparkes 
Taylor, C. 
Tozer 
Wienholt 

PAIRS. 

Tellers: 
Brand 
Costello 

AYF:s. NoEs. 
l\Ir. Llewelyn l\Ir. Morgan 

Larcmnbe Daniel 
, Colli11s Peterson 

Resolv1•d in the affirmative. 
\\'hereupon Mr. Kenny laid the documents 

on the table. 
Original quc~tion put. 

Mr. l\IAXIVELL (Tno1ronu) [11.36 a. m.]: 
:111'. Speak( r--

The PRF.:\IIER (Hon. IY. Forgan Smith, 
Jiruk.111): I move-

" That the question be now put." 
Qu( '-tion-'; That the question be now put'' 

--put; and the House divided:-

AYES_, 29. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Hayes 

Bedford Hynes 
Br ~<ssingt.on Keogh 
Bruce King, w. ·r. 
Bulcock Mull an 
Conroy O'Keefe 
Cooper Pease 
Copley, P. K. Smith 
Copley, w. J. Stop ford 
Dash \Vaters 
Foley 'Wellington 
J•'unnell 
Gair TrllrTs: 
Gledson Taylor, G. C. 
Hanlon \Villiarn~ 
Hanson 

NOES, 23. 
Bayley :\Ir. Plunkett 
Brand Roberts 
Clayton ~ lll' '-' (' J 1 
Costello Si~~; er 

Mr. 

Deacon Sparkes 
Edwards Taylor, c. 
Grim stone Tozer 
Kenny '\Vienholt 
King, R. :\f. 
Mall er Tellers: 
Max\vell F'La1den 
lUoore ~~icklin 
Simnw 

PAIRS. 
AYES. NOES. 

}Ir. Llewelyn Mr. ~Torgan 
L'lrcombc Daniel 
Collins Peterson 

Hcoh·cd in the nflirrnatiYe. 
f~.·u(''-'h')ll-u That the Spcak0r do :now lcayo 

tlw chair" (Jir. Smith's molion)--JJut · and 
tl1e Jiou~e divided:- _._ ' 

AYES, 29. 
i\Ir. Barber 

Bedford 
l3rassington 
Bruce 
Bnlcoclr 
Conroy 
Cooper 
Cop!ey, P. K. 
Coplcy, \\'. J. 
Dash 
Fo1ey 
Funnell 
Gair 
Gledson 
Hanlon 
HanRon 

:\Ir. Hayes 
Hyne·. 
!\IulJcm 
O'Keefe 
Pea·-e 
Smith 
Stopford 
Taylor, G. C. 
Waters 
\Yellington 
Williams 

Tellers: 
Keogh 
King, W. T. 

NOES, 24. 

Mr. Bay!ey Mr. Plunkett 
Brand Robcrts 
Clayton Russel! 
Costello Sizer 
Deacon Sparkes 
Edwards Taylor, c. 
Fadden Tozer 
Grin1stone Walker 
King, R. l\L \Vienho1t 
Maxwell 
Moo re Tellers: 
Nicklin Kenny 
Nimmo Maher 

PAIRS. 
AYES. NOES. 

l\lr. Llewelyn Mr. l\1organ 
Larcombe Daniel 
Collins Pet~?r::::on 

Rcsoh·ed in the af!irmatin. 

CmnnTTEE. 

FIKAXCIAL STATDIEKT. 

(Jfr. Flan,'Wn~ JJurandu. in tlu- clun'r.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. \V. Forgan 
Smith, Jiarkay) [11.45 a. m.]: ~'Ir. Hanson, 
I propose to submit to the Committee the 
custo1narv infornud ion rclatiY(~ to finances 
of iho v~ar ,,-hi eh closed on the 30th June, 
1933. -

\Yhcn dr-Jiycring the BudgPt statement on 
j he 29th September last year, I anticipated 
that the ddicit in the Comolidaiecl Revemw 
Account would be £1,490,868. The actual 
dcHciL was £1,554,444. 

.\!though the deHcit is. approximately, 
£63.000 onr the estimate. it is £520.000 less 
ihan the deficit for the previons year. This 
is eYidencc that the present Government's 
efforts to reduce the tremendoLh gap between 
receipts and expenditure, which was their 
inheritance frorn the prcviou~ GoYcrnn1ent, 
ure n1e;.>ting with f::ucress. 

Tho csiiinatcd receipts 
a.;: co1nparcd 1rith the 
follows:-

and experoditun>, 
actual, were as 

1 
Estimated. I, ActuaL 

I ! 

Over 
Esti
ltWte. 

----~:-------~·-------

. £ t 
RccPipts : 13,~D9,;):J;J j 1!3,3\Jti,G-1:4: 9/.100 

I ' 
Expenditure 1, 1J-.7<J0,4U:~ i

1 
1±,9~)1,088 1G(),G8:J 

}Jstimated Deficitjl,c~\)0,8Q8 ---------

Actual Deficit .. l,;JJJ,-1-t--t 

--------------

J:xchaiJgP on over;.;ca reiniitancl•,.;; for 
interest cost £1.07.5,768, as compared with 
£1,047.718 for 1931-1932. It will be remem
bered that this charge amounted to only 
£10,625 in 1929-1930. 

Tlw contribution to the PLrblic Dcb1 Sink
iug· Funcl was £388.231, as compared with 
£363.391 in the prc.-ious yco ,._ an increase 
uf £24.840. 
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The total charge for exchange and sink
ing fund contribution was £1,463,999, which 
is m·cr 94 por cent. of the deficit. 

Tlic rec-eipts and ocpenditnre under the 
t~1aiu head~. as cornpar(~d ·with the Budget 
cstima tr', are shown in the fo!IO\Ying table:-

RECEIPT~, 19~2-19~i. 
-----~-----,---------------

Head of Revenue. 
Hudqt~t 

Estimate. 
Aetn1l 

RE'reipts. 
()yP,r 

Ef':.timat.c. 
t'n<ler 

Estimate. 

Amount reeeiv<'d from Commonwealth 

Taxation 

Land 

f.lining 

Railways 

Other Hecei]Jts 

£ 

1,096,233 

3,220,000 

1,12.J,OOO 

st,::wo 
D.o:2.-,,ooo 

1,b')G,000 

£ 

1,096,23;') 

3,291,319 

1,193,61-1 

45,339 

5,851,207 

1,918,730 

£ 

68,f1H 

8,0:39 

2~,730 

£ 

-----------
Totals 13,299.:\:l:) 13,396,6-14 170,90:2 

OYer Estimate 
·'------r '------y-____ ...--.----.-... 

£97,109 £97.109 

Hr,:.d of Expenditure. ~ E~~i~~f~ie. Y:~·q~'~tl\'~.~lrc. :Esg~~-~-tc. E:;g~~~e. 
-------------------------1-------------------------

Sc·hedn!C's 

Interest on Public Debt 

ExcC'uth nnd Lrgis1atiYe 

l)rcmicr and Chief Secretary 

Home Sc•Tetary 

Public \YorkR 

I.n Uonr and Industry 

Justice 

TreasurLr 

Public Lands 

Agricnllure and Stock 

l'ublie Instrnetion 

:Mines 

:Railways 

£ 

718.7::± 

4,91 4:,01:) 

3;).007 

91,-J-OJ 

1,'10~,1:2:) 

1±G.97:2 

100.101 

LiG.i'.)-l 

1,:377,690 

2l~,.J.;',g 

109.1!G 

1,3±-!-.811) 

37.:3:31 

4-.1G:3,0J)0 

£ £ £ 

732l-±-10 13.(i~3 

·1,93~,J(jf) 4:2,1.)5 

:Jcl-,81)3 ~0~ 

U0,-±89 910 

1,~9J,J9G 10,0:27 

nv.+51 1,.):21 

hlG,BOO G9,fi:39 

1G:2l:288 J.cJ:3J 

l.H-!,OJ9 GG,8;lD 

::_:]_ /,_-,;27 -1,888 

10-L7H2 4,31<+ 

1.:no,770 1±,10G 

:18.710 1.388 

.J-,:2-1~):~:3 70~~:?3 

Totals 1± 7qo -t-W) 1-L!JJl,O')cl 
! ~--' -·-~~-__________) 

/<J,911 

O•;d' Estimate I £1GO.Gcl:i 
"--------~-----' 

£1GO,H,. ~) 

RECEIPTS, 1932-1933. 
Hcccipts yycre £97,000 in excess of the csti

n~,atc. Tbis irnproYement was gratifying and 
VYas due 1nuinlv to increased reYenue fro1n 
income tax £73;ooo, stamp duty £26,000, land 
reYcnue £68.000. and £22.700 in certain other 
rc.·cipts. HaihYay receipts. howm·er, fell 
short of an,icipations by £74,000, land tax 
bv £17.000. license fees bv £14.000. and 
tolalisator and betting tax by £13,006. 

Income tax collf'cti ons amounted to 
£1.743,000, which is £69,000 in excess of the 
preyious year. 

£442,580 was received from land tax which 
is only £96,000 OYer the previous y~ar. 

The incn·a~e in land rPYCDUC i" accounted 
for !Jy receipts from timber ruvallir's, which 
,, ere 'nearlY £70.000 more than· the estimate. 
Tile· adoption by the Gowrnmcnt of the 
rernJIJlllf'ndations of the 'l"'iu1ber AdYisorv 
Cotnn1ittce has ,£riven a rnuch-n:_·f~ded irnpctu~s 
to the ti1nbcr ilnlustrv \\-hlch, iu turn. ha~ 
Lccn reflected in inc1~0ased rc\·enue to the 
Crown l!y way of royalties. 

T'he reyermc rcceiYed last vear n1ust be 
l"i'g-arcled as satisfactory, in Yi~Yv of the fact 
thrtt the cronomic situation continues to be 
abnormal. and that extremely low prices are 
,till being obtainctl for our exports, although 
Y\'OGl prices havo irnproved recently. 

Hon. \V. Porgan Smith.] 
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ExPEXDITURE, 1932-1933. 

The tot~! expenditure exceeded the esti-
nwtc by £160.000. The principal items 
acrou;1ting for this excess were-

Outdoor Hclief .. 
}Jxchange 
Contribution Public Debt Sinking Euud 
Loss to 30th June. 1932, on Queensland 

Section Kyogle l{ailway 
l~ailways .. 
Other items 

£ 
67,000 
33,000 
18,000 

23,000 
79,000 
20.000 

£240,000 

Ag-ainst these increases, savings were 
offc2tccl in intorc··,t on the public debt 
£42.000, awl on other services aggregating 
. 38.000. making a total saving of £80,000, 
nncl leaving a net excess of £160,000. 

The additional charge for exchange is due 
to the depreciation of sterling in relation 
to the United States dollar. It was not 
anticipated, \vhen framing the estimates, 
that oterling would depreciate to the extent 
it clid ch1ring the greater part of last year. 

I am pleasod to say that it has now improved 
considerably, and it is hoped that the 
improvement will be maintained. thus reduc
ing this charge during the current year. 

In accordance with the agrcerncnt with 
the Commonwealth Government in connec
tion with the Queensland section of the 
K,·ogle Railway, any loss incurred in the 
working of that section has to be borne by 
tho State. Tho sum of £23,371 had, there
fore, to be provided to meet the accumulated 
losses to the 30th June, 1932. 

Railway expenditure, although £79,000 in 
excess of the appropriation, was about 
£109,000 less than the prm·ious year. The 
incrpased expenditure over the appropria
tion in the Railway Department is largely 
acc:ounted for by the necessity to undertake, 
during laet financial year, repairs to loco
motive>, which had been seriously neglected 
Ly the previous Government. 

Tho following summary .. ho,vs the total 
expenditure for the years 1929-1930, 1931-1932, 
and 1932-1933, and the increase or decrease 
of the last year over· the year 1929-1930:-

---------------------;--------------

1 
Year Year I Yc<tr 

_ 19~0-193o. 19s1-1u:12. 1 193~-1930. 

Increase or Dcrrca~c 
1982-3.J nn 1 9~9-30. 

ExpenlliturP. 

: I 1 Amount. Pc·rccntage. 

----~----------~- -:~~----·---~--~~------~~-~~---------

1 £ i 
rncontrollablc Expenditure-

£ £ 

, I Deerea~r-. ])enr-ase. 
5,181,110 5,004,626 'i 4,9:32,460 2-18,(-);)C 4·/G Interr't on PulJ!ic Debt 

I nerr,):;:r-, InPn "1~r. 
:ns,iis5 363,390 388,231 ]' u.o96 2:3·s2 

Increasf'. IncrPasc. 
Exchange on llcmittances 0\'.:.•rsen:_. __ :~~~- 1,0-±7,718 . 1,075,708 i l,OGJ,l-±:3 1U.0~-1:·8B 

Sinking Fund 

, ------------~-Inn;-.. -;-,-T Il('J'eas--;;-

£fJ,50fJ,270 i: £fi,J15,7:?J ~ -£0,8\JG,±~cg : £891,18:3 ]()•19 Total 
, ______ , _____________ [ _______ ------

Controllable Expenditure

Railways 3)1-±6,15:3 i 4,3.j~,80+ 
Decrease. 
1,70~,:3-!0 

l)('('l'CdSt'. 
93tUUO Otl1cr Bxpcnditurr- 5,:2fU,Glfl I .J-,800, i:JiJ 4,310,80(i 

Decrease. 
18·1\) 

Total 

Total Expemlitnrc £10,7:21,055 £15,069,29~ £1±,031,088 
I 

DenPn~e. 
£~,GU1,1rlo 

De('rrnf'e. 
£1,7G0,0Ci7 

DecJ\'asr. 
;2:)·7:1 

l)('(TC'H",e. 
10·:>9 

~- ----·----

The reduction in controllable expenditure 
hst yectr is cquivalPnt to a decrease of 23.73 
pr·r < c'llt. on the exj1enditure for 1929-1930. 
Tltis u1mpm·ps v ith a clecrc.ISO of 22.84 per 
certt. in 1931-1932. The dccreaS<' in all 
ex]1c•nc1itu ;oe last year was 10.59 per cent. 
cOtll]1ared with 1929-1930, aml it was £118,000 
less than in 1931-1932, the Pxpcnditure cluring 
that yc•ar being a tlccreas" of 9.88 J1er cent 
compllrcd with the yca.r 1929-1930. 

REYEKUE DEFICIT, 1932-1933. 

Arrangements were made by thr Loan 
Couneil with the Cmmnomvea lth Dank to 
provide funcl-.. to meet the revL~nne c1Pficits 
of the soYeral States for last vcar. l:ncler 
these arrangement8. the banl~ agreed to 
aeccpt Commom1·ealth Treasnry Lills for tbP 
required amounts. Bills for £1,580,000 wel'e 
issued on acconnt of the deficit of this Slate. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

'Tltis was £25,000 rnore than the ftdual 
deficit, and bills for that amount were. there
fan·. canrclled early in JulY, leaving a 
liabilitv of £1,555.00.0. Tlw,e' bilb han' a 
cUiTcn;~,- of thrC'P lllOJlths. a11d \Yill hP r<-":tC'iY~ 
able fr,orn tin1c to time as thev nutture, 
until thev are either redeemed or· cmwcrted 
into funded debt. Interest at thre rate of 
2~ per cent. per annun1 is charged by the 
bank at present. The proceeds of Qucens
lund's share of the loan of £8.500.000, 
floated in Australia last April. of which 
£950.000 had boon rcceiwd at 30th June, 
ha Ye, lwen utilised for the tempontrv rcrlcm]1-
tion of bills for that amonnt. Thcoc tem
]10rarily redeemed bills wi11 be available 
for re-issue when the proccC'ds of the loan 
arc required for expenditure on public works. 
In the 1neantimc, interest if-, b0ing paid 
on the loan procc 'ds only. 
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Bills amounting to £630,000 on account 
of the revenue deficit were outstanding on 
the 30th June. Of these bills, £25,000 have 
been permanently cancelled, as I have 
already lllClltioned. 

TRUST Ac;TJ SPECIAL Fuc;DS, 1932-1933. 

The receipts from Trust and Special Funds 
amounted to £5,579,027, being an increase 
of £693,914 over the pre\·ious year. The 
n1ain iten1s in 1Which receipts inl'l'eascd 'vcre 
Chillaf(oc qnelters £51,947, Police Super
annuation Fund (not prC\·iously included) 
£63,896, Public CLtrator £21,025. T_;nemploy
ment Relief Fund £716,365. The principal 
dccreascs vvere l\Iain Roads Fund £105,782. 
Rnilwar Superannuation Fund £21,434. 
Inkerrnan Irrigation Area Fund £26.608, 
StatP Insurance Fund £25,557. 

E,;:penditnrc increased from £4.329.843 to 
£5.650.004. l\Iain roads disburoiements 
amounted to £1,133,720, which \'as £374.620 
in excp~-~ of last year, taking the grant 
of £320.000 from the Colllmonwealth Govern
ment into account. Of the total disbUI .iC

mcnts from the fund, £951,193 was 0xpendcd 
on road 1Yo1·ks. c·on1parcd \\ ith £587.962 dul'
ing the ;n·e\·ious year. 

Unemp'oy<1H>nt relief CO't £1,771,111, 
being an illcrease of £570.437 OYer lik•t year. 
The inc~·ca~e is duo to the Governnlcnt)s 
policy of c• ~tending the sphPrc of uneHl
ployntPnt relic£, which now cn1braces singlo 
men "·ithont means. The pilyment of tho 
Lasic IY~U.!"C rates to intermittPnt relief 
' orker> been adopted, and, whilst of 
1nnch to the recipients, ha::; increased 
the charg·e~ on tlw fund. 

Expenditure on the Chillagoo sn1clters 
cxccecle<l tlw peeYions year by £36.158. In
ducements offered bv- the GoYennncnt haYo 
reculted in a considerable addition to tho 
quantity of o1·e sent to the sme1tPrs for 
treatlllf'1Jt. ~_\bout ono thousand rnincr_:; and 
:-::_ufacp hnnd~ are being 1n·ovidecl vvith 
Pmploym('nt, di1·ectly and indlrcdly, b:~ the 
operatinll':: of the :-.rnelters. 

LO.\X Fuc;D. 1932-1933. 

ExpC'nditure fron1 Loan Func1 amounted. 
to £2.188.022. This sum is £L025.112 in 
('XCe,s nf tlJP ('XpCHditurc for 1 he pre\~iou:; 
war. and £335.:C01 aboyc the year 1930· 
l93L 

The snm of £3,167,242 was appropriatecl 
011 Loan Fund Ac<·ount. This .included 
£940.000 proYided under the special reYiYal 
loan for the relief of uncmployrnent, and 
£620,000 und0r v:hat is known as the scherne 
for fipccial \Yintc'r relief for the nnf'nlployecl. 
Jt will b" n·rnembered that the Common
' calth GoYernmcnt I::-> proYiding haH this 
anwuui-. 

Su1n~ alllOllnting 111 the aggrf''l;atc to 
£362.278 \YCl'f' di~lnn·~cd on account of the 
special reYiYal loan of £940,000. The hc<lk 
of this spcr:ial pro\·ision lw:-; lH'P1J 1uadc 
aYaita1J1e to lo( a1 a11tborit.ies b,· W8v of loans 
and suh-;idies fo1· Yarious \York~. it \Yill be 
realised that. for some \Vorks. considerable 
time IS •·cquircd for the prPparation of 
plans and speclfl<. ations, and eYen w]H'n 1,-;,·ork 
is actuallv started, the rate at v hieh the 
mone~v is·~ expended deperEls on the nrtture 
of the \YDl'k. It is c ,t.imat.et1 that_ at the 
30th J Ltne la et, commitmcnt.e for an addi
tional sum of £835,000 had been incurred 
on acconnt of works tl1en in nrogTe:-3~; or to 
be start"cl at an early date. The Government 

has requested local authorities to expedite 
tlw commencement of these works and 
activities, the finance for which has been 
approYed by the Treasury, so that employ
ment may bo provided and assets of yalue 
created for the community. 

As regards the special winter relief loan. 
£556,070 was spont during the year. Allo
cations amount to £643.000. This sum 
includes the repayment of £15,000, the loan 
acJyanccd to :Mount l\Iorgan, Limited, and 
£8,000 repayments on account of adYances 
to cotton-growers. The c·o~nrnonwealth Go
Y<'rnmcnt has agreed to the re-allocation of 
the~ 8 SUll1S. 

The State Employment Council appointed 
to deal with the funds aYailable under this 
loan. r0commended the following allocations, 
which have been approYcd :-

Hingbarking, scrubfalling, ete. 
Construction of Pionc~"r and DcYelop-

rncntal roads 
DeYelopmcntal Road works 
I'rOi"(IH'cting for .Minerals 

:)lount =\lorg·1n, l..irnited, DovPloTnncntnl 
work 

Clonnll'l". Copprr, LiJnitcd-InYcsti
gating Mnrdoch process of treating 
oxidised on_s 

£ 
190,000 

7±,000 
200,000 

28,800 

13,000 

3,000 

Coke 0Yrns, lJmYcn 80,000 

ProYision additional \Yhcat Storag,J 31,000 

Cotton Produetion-Ast:istrmce t.o 
rwcc..,sitous farnwrs, Lp1wr Bunwtt, 
Callitle, and olher areas ±0,000 

~mall Farm Settlement-· 
2\crang Areas 10,500 

Korth Coast Areas 5,000 

Estahlislnncnt of l<'arn1 Days' School, 
St. Lmia 2,000 

.Aircraft l.aru1ing GrounUs 12,200 

'J'otnl mnount allotted 
Balaner ayailable for allocation 

Total.. 

. . £C.H,500 

1,500 

.. £G-l3,000 

In addition to the two itetnoi with which 
haYe just dealt, adYances to local anthori

tit::;,. bosp!ial boards, and :-;rnnlar boches 
e mounted to £326.538. 

It is estimated t.hat the liability at the 
30th J1mr> in conllectinn with all~ colninit
ll1Cllto.:. on Loan Fund Aceount for \'i·ork'j in 
progre:--;:-; or about to be cor:nmcnc• d was in 
tlte Yicinit .. of £1,200,000. 

In addition to the ih"'Jns of Pxpcndihue 
frorn Loan Fund, \Yhich I bEL \~e already 
mentioned, the sum of £1.554,H4 was clmrged 
to that fund and credit<lll to Consolidated 
ReYenuc Fm~d to meet the deftcit for last 
Year in the latter fund. As I ltano pre
~'iou~1y cxp1aincd, this f:.Ulll \Ya:-; rai--f'cl by 
the issue of Treasury bills, mtd as tb< sE' 
bills form part of the public c1Pbt. the tran'
action has to be included in the Loan Fund 
"\ccount. 

It has not ~·et been possible to arrange 
for the funding- of the accumulated deficits 
in the Comolidatecl Revenue Account in 
respect of the financial years ended J nne, 
1929, 1930, 1931, and 1932, which aggregated 

Jlon. W. Ji'm'gan Smith.] 
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the sum of £3,806,367. As I explained in 
nn last Financial Statement. deficits that 
luid <tccrucd up to 30th June, 1932. were 
financed from cash balances in the Loan and 
Trust Fund Accounts, although the previous 
UoYernrncnt secured parliamentary aut.hcn·it~r 
under " The Government .Loan Act of 1931'' 
f.or the ra1.s1ng of loans not exceeding 
£5,000,000 to cover revenue deficits. \Yhen 
the accumulated deflcits of £3,806,367 (up 
to 30th June, 1932) can be funded, the trans
action will be dealt with in the same manner 
as applied during last financial year; tirat is 
to say, when the loan is raised to ftmc! tlw 
deficits. the transaction will be passcr! 
through the Loan Fund Account and merged 
into the Public Debt. 

the re-allocation of repayments received to 
date. These repayments will, therefor0, 
again be ct\·ailable for the purposes for which 
the loan was originally raised. 

Pavments into the Loan Fund Account 
last year were as follows ; -

Ecpaymcnts by I~ocal Authorities and 
other borro,vers .. 

Amount received under Land Sales 
Proceeds A et 

Commonwealth moiety of expenditure 
under 'vinter relief loan 

Proceeds of domPstic issues .. 

£ 

11,427 

282,350 
26,100 

The mm of £7,500 was repaid to the 
Colnlnornvcalth G~>Yernmcnt. being a 1noiety 
of repay1nent rC'CCIYcd on account of advances 
made undN the special winter relief loan. 
This is half the loan of £15,000 repaid b~· 
}iount Morgan. Limited. "Cnder the 
arrangen1ents in connection \Yith the special 
winter relief loan, half the interest received 
for loans and half the capital rcpe.:cments 
haYe to be paid to the C'onunon\Yealth Go
ycrnment. That GoYcrllmcnt ha;; agreed to 

State's proportion of loans raised by 
Cornn1onwealth .. 

Proceeds of Treasury Bills .. 
1,453,074 
1,115,000 

Loan frmn Commonwealth SaYings 
Bank 354,000 

£4,471,191 

The following are the dctaih of the cash 
tramactions in the current account of tlw 
Loan Fund;-

Balance at Current Arronnt, 1st .Jnly, 1982 
Hcceipts during theY' •'.1'-

RepannPnts Loral Anthoritie<::., &c. 

Rccdpts under " The Lrtrul Sales Proceeds Ad of 1911 " 

::\loiety of Exprnrlitnrc proviUed by the Communw1 1lth on Account of the 
Commornn::-alth-Stat~ Schcnw for Hdirf of Cnemploymcnt .. 

Pro(·ceds of Lrv'n Is&nes-
Austrnlia--

-1 per cent. Domestic Issue 
3-J per cent. Domestic Issue 

State's Vn>})OriJon of Loans I ''·lH'Il L;,' the Commou-
WPalth GovcrnnH'nt-3~ prr (\ut. 

Lc.'·s Charges .. 

less not receivrrJ at 30th .Tunr, ID ~i 

Proccerl~ of SalP ot CrJ1ll1llOn\realth 'frr;l.sury Tiills
Australia---

:?} J)('l' eent. 
:?. :{ per cPnt. 

1 ,fl90,050 
2,8:3G 

1/,87,81-! 
134,1-!0 

820,000 
293,000 

l,oan from Common\Yealth Sayings J1ank on' Account of Increase in SaYings 
1\nnk Tlcrwsit:n·s' Balanecs -

Tran!"ff•r from Trust runds on Arcount (l!' _\_djustments lx•h\TPil TruRt 
"-orklng .Acf ~mnt and I..oa.n _.\('count rJ'i' the .. Agricultural Bank 

Di·-1 •ttl ~emcnts during iJJe ycaT

E:q~.:nctit.nn: HS per Budget Tahlc E.J 

~\..lllOilllt Tran~f(•rreil to Consolidated HcYt'Jlue J:'und to 1ncct Deficit for 
Ye~u 19:3 ... -193-J 

Portion of 1\orT,\'lllt'nts rccPiYt>il ~..lnrlHg "" 1w Year Tr'-'nf'fnred to Consoli
(iate(l l\eYcnw· and applicrl towards the Payment of Sinldng Fund 
Contrilmtk,l, in tcnng of "Thr Cu,,_uwn~!·ealth~8tates .Fina.ndal 
AqreemP}i~ natl}ication .. Act of 1}1:!:7 " 

l\Iuiety of 1{epnymPnts nntlcr thr Co!l1!W>nY _·alth-St.atcs Schen1c for Helie£ 
of l:nPmi'lormcnt, 1\epaid to t.l1e L'umnwnwcnlth Goyermw~nt 

Furt1H •: _.Amount of ExtJcnsr.s uw1Pr" The C'otnmonwealth Debt ConYcrsion 
Lonn" Paicl during the Y{'ar 

Balance at Current _..\cem'n:, 30th Jm1r·, 1933 

£ 

8,000 

18,100 

£ 

1,224,294 

11,427 

282,350 

20,100 

1,115,000 

354,000 

4,3JG 

:!.,188,0:22. 

1,554,4-!4 

10o,ono 

7,500 

:2,377 

£ 
2,6:21,37& 

±,471,191 

3,8J:Z,3J3 

£:3,2!0,223 

Tite >tun of £134,234 on extended depo,:t 
'" no1 iuducled in the Laiance ot £3.240.223 
at l~lc credit of the Loan Fund 'c:turer!t 
r~c~ouut. 

The actual ca'h in hand at 30l h J urw wa:, 
£1.430,407, m<tde up of credit balaHccs in 
the Loan I~..,uncl and T'rust anu Special 

[Hon. W. Porgan Smith. 



Financial Statement. [4 OCTOBER.] Financial Statement. G49 

FumL and a debit balance in the Consoli
dated RcYcnue Fund as follows:-

Credit Balance Loan Fund Ac; ount .. 
Credit Balance Trust and Special 

Funds Account 

Less-
Debit Balance, being unfunrled 

deficits in Consolidated HeYcnuc 
lTund 

Less--
On J;xtcnded Devosit 

£ 
3,374,457 

1,996,501 

0,371,008 

3,80(l,:j()7 

l,G64,6H 

134.234 

Actual Cash .. £1,-130,407 

EXPEXDIT('RE FOR PROVIDEG E~!PLODlEXT. 

The- follo\ving table contains an informa
tive statement of the funds expended for 
the direct purpose of prm·iding employment 
during 1932-1933, as compared with similar 
expenditure during the year 1931-1932:-

[ 1931-32. I 19:32-33. 
-------~----'---

Jlailwa;yR .. 
Agricultural Bank 
Buildings 
Forf'stry . . . . 
Land Settlement, &c. 
I~oans to Local Bodies 
J11ain Roads . . . . . . 
PrieklyRpear I.and Con1rnis- i 

sion . . _ . . . . I 
Commonwealth-States Loan 

for llelirf of unemployment 
Special l.oan for Relief of 

Unemployment .. 

£ 
70,584 

209,431 
84.358 
2o;ooo 
21.H5 

301l,371 
087,96:2 

50,620 

8,062 

Unemployment Relief 1,0;):),:J83 
\Vater Supply . . . . 43,326 

£ 
55 4:06 

228:989 
243:200 

±4,102 
19,493 

8:27,000 
931.19;1 

03,176 

5;)6,070 

362,278 
1,49:2,G9fl 

26,8±7 

-·\Yorkers' Dwellings . . 116,611 207,999 
State AdYances Corporation I 
Workers' Home' , . . . 27,667 ! 31,736 

1----!----
1£2,602,020 1£4,610,18± 

PcBLIC DEBT. 

At the 30th June, 1933, the public debt 
amounted to £114,530,355, which is an 
mcrcase of £2,619,070 since the 30th JunP. 
1932. 

£13,461 Instalment Stock, interest 
46,044 Instalment Stock, 

82'5 Instalment Stock, 
9,491 Instalment Stock, 
2,231 Instalment Stock, 

176,760 Bonds and Stock, 
5,000 Bonds imd Stock, 

182,369 Bonds at 

£466,181 

Of the redeemed debt, £182,369 was 
domiciled in America, £5,000 in Great 
Britain, and £278,812 in Australia. 

The balance of the special sinking funrl 
established in connection with the 7 per 
cent. American loan has been exhausted in 
the purchase of bonds of that issue. Funds 
required for the purchase of these bonds 
will be provided by the National Debt Com
mi"ion from the State's Sinking Fund, in 
future. 

£3.085.880 \Yas added to the debt dming 
the year, being the proceeds of loans and 
Treasury bills, and the debt \Yas reduced by 
£466,810, of which £466.181 \\'as redeemed 
through thP Sink:ing Fund. and £629 l1~/ \Ya,· 

of an adjustnlPnt in the State's liability ill 
connection 1,vith the South Brisbane-Kyoglc 
railway. 

(lf the loan~ raised bv tlle Connnon woalt ft 
(io\·crninent ln XoYeinbcr, 1932, a11d _._-\prii. 
1933. Queen~land's flUOtas \Yen~ £333.510 and 
£1,1J04,140. respectiHly. Of lho latirT sum 
onlv £950.000 had been recin,d bv the 
30til June. The balance has !wen receiyerf 
siuct~ th::tt date. Thcs:..' loans bear interest 
at the rat..~ of 3~ l)i?r cent. per .annun1, ~'lld 
matUl'e on the 15th DecembH, 1942. 

£173.000 YYas also oLtainccl from tLe 
Counnonwealth Bank under .an arrangcuicnc 
111ade by the Loan Council, whereby the 
lJank Jn·o,-idcd £2,COO,OOO tm;-ards the loa1: 
prograunnes of the State:-.. This loan carrie~ 
intere-t at the rate of 3:1 per Cl'nt. per 
annum. and is repayable on the 15til 
DccemlJer, 1942. 

Loam amounting to £354,000 were 
obtained frmn the ConlnlOJl\Yealth SaYing~ 
Dank. of '' hich £330,000 carries interest at 
3~ per cent. per annum and £24,000 at 3~ 
per cent. per annun1. 

Treasury bills for £1,115,000 were out
standing at 30th June. Of this sum £630,000 
\\·as for rcYemw purposes, and £485.000 
for loan. Bills for £310.001 of the lattN 
5-lllll were }::;.sued on account of thp "\Yintcr 
relief loan. and £175,000 on account uf the 
special loan for the relief of nnemploy
ll1CUt. 

\Yhcn Ouccnslancl fi1·~t oLtaincd Trcasur\· 
bill e.ccon1moclation in December. the rate 

Lliscount \vas 3~ per cent. This rate has 
n rcclnccd by degrees to 2~ ]1er cellt. 

(If thr; bilb outstanding on the 30th J uno. 
£295,000 had Lcen discounted at 2~ nc1· 
ccm.. and £820,000 at 2~ per cent. 'i.'lw 
forrncr have since been redlscounted at 21 
per cent. All bilb are discounted for " 
period not exceeding three months. 

The sum of £466,181 pwvided b,· the 
Sinkin~r Fund \Vas utilised for the re~lcrnp
tion ot the following debt:-

£;1 2 0 per cent. 
8 0 0 per cent. 
3 15 0 per cent. 
3 17 6 per cent.. 
4 0 0 per C"tlt. 

4 0 0 per cent. 
10 0 per cent. 

0 0 per cent. 

LocAL DEBT CoxvErrsrox. 

(In t Le 30th June, 1932, State f(JCuritics 
for £9.990 had not been converted in t.l'rms 
of the Commonwealth Debt Conversion Ace. 
Additional securities to the value of £8,410 
were dealt with during the year, lea ying 
£1,580 outstanding on 30th June, 1933, of 
which £300 have since been conyerted. 

Stock for £258,110, bearing interest at 
the rato of £4 1s. 4d. per cent. per annum, 
the original date of maturity of which is 

Hon. W. Forgan .Smith.] 
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the l't J auuary, 1934, will, in terms of tlw 
A('t, be reconverted into new scruritiPs, nt 
pal', hearing interest at 4 pl'r cent. llPr 
annuru, and 1naturing on the 15th .:\ovcinber 
1941. , 

These securities are at present tax frcC', 
but upon being reconYr•rtcd, thev >sill 
become oubject to Commonwe,dth tiu,atwn 
to the sa1ne extent as the llCW securit"es 
refcned to in section 20 of the Act. 

THE.\SLRY BILLS. 

Duriug la::t financial vcar Trca3urv bill 
accommodation to the e;.;tcnt of £2,065.000 
was obtained for:-

£ 
Hevenuc cleficit 1,580,000 
The State's quota of the Common

wealth-State's Winter l{clicf 
Loan 310,CJ00 

On account of speeial loan for relief 
of unemployment 175,000 

£2,065,000 

.'l.s the ren,nue deficit bills Y•ere £25,0C'l 
in excess of actual requirements, bills for 
that a1nonnt "~Pre pcnuanl'uth· redeemed 
euiy in July. " 

'l'h., bills for £175,000 on account of the 
special lo11n for the relief of unemployment 
were taken up by the Commonwealth Bank 
on the understanding that they were to be 
redeemed when the proceeds of tJJC first 
loan flotation >Yore available. 'l'!teso bills 
were, accordingly, perxnanently redeemed in 
July otrt of our share of the loan floated 
in Australia last April. 

In addition to the foregoing pcnnctnent 
n·demptions, the cash which becllrnc aYail· 
able as tlw result of the last loan flotation 
h'" been utilised for the temporary redemp
tion of rc,nnuo Treasury bills. On th<' 
30th .June, £950,000 of these bills had been 
te1nporariJy rcclef'nlcd. and si11co that da.te 
bills for a furthN £130,000 haV<' bef'n dealt 
with in a si1nilar n1anncr. Further bills 
for a total Yaluo of £550,000 wore tern
llOrarily retired dur~ng ,J nly and _._.\.ugust, 
surplus cash being utilised for this pur
pose. 

As Olll' rn~cscnt cash balance becomes 
exhausted. th<•se bills will be re-issued, and, 
as I haYe alrPady stated, the proceeds will 
be credited to tho Loan Fund Account. and 
will thus become available for expenditure 
on pulJlic works. 

The nrrangemcnt which I havf' jmt 
explained will rc"ult in a saYing 111 InterPst. 
In dt'ect, the re,·enue deficit of last year 
is being tcrnporarily flna11~cd by loan cash 
to the extc·nt and for the ]Wriod clnring 
which the bills are redeemed. 

I wieh to make it clear that, with the 
exception of tho bills for £25.000 on account 
of ~he revenue deficit, and bills for £175,000, 
which I ha.-o already stated hi,ve been per
manently redeemed in accordance with the 
understanding with the Commonwealth Bank. 
all other bil]i, ha.-e been only temporai'ily 
redeemed, until snch time as the cash is 
required. In accordance with this under
standing, £850,000 was obtained from the 
Commonwealth Bank on the 27th September; 
bills for that value being reissued and 
accepted by the bank. All the States agreed 
to the arrangement under which the pro
ceeds of the loan floated in April have been 
utilised for this purpose. 

[Hon. "VL Ji'organ Smith. 

MATliRIKG DEBT. 

J'\o debt matured last financial vear. either 
locally or overseas, and nouc ,~·ill 1naturc 
during the current year. 

Tho annual contractual obligations in con
!Wction >Yith the redemption of instalment 
stock held by the Commonwealth Savings 
Bank will be met by the ~ ational Debt 
Comn1ission out of tho State's Sinking Fund. 

The Commission will also proYide funds 
for the purchase of boncls of the 7 per cent. 
and 6 per cent. Arnericccn loa1H, if those 
bonds con tin ne to be procurLl blt~ at the pricps 
specified in tho contracts. During last year, 
7 per cent. bonds of the face Ya!ne of 887.500 
dollars were purchased for £290,036 13s. ld., 
and 6 per cent. bonds for 120,500 dollars were 
purchased for £35.994 lls. · 9d. The total 
purchases of these bonds to 30th J rm<', 1933, 
'vere-

£ 8. d. 
7 per c~nt. bonds $2,603,500 

purchased for 710,G80 1~ 7 
6 per cent. bonds S3 72,000 vnrM 

chased for . . 1~9, /:1-± 1:2 2 

Total.. . . £t\-±0.-±:2-± -± }) 

Exchange amounting to £275.803 12s. 5cL 1s 
included in the total purchase price. 

OvERSEA LoAxs. 

A problcrn ''"hich affcct5 l~uceu~land to a 
o:reater extent than anv other State is the 
Interest payable on cxt8rnal loans. I ~ain
tain that lhe Australian jmblic are cntltled 
to a substantial reduction ill the rates of 
interest ou these loans, and 1 am of the 
opinion that the Imperial GoYernment should 
afford facilities in this dircc1 ion. The interest 
charge on the ovcrsea debt is an extremely 
dif!icult burden for the people of Australia 
to carry. The reduction in onr national 
incorr1e, ~brought abouc by tht-' tremendous 
fall in the prices of our e:qJOrts, ha, made 
it inequitable for Australia to continue to 
pay rates of interest, out of all proportion 
to present price le.-els. The circumsl:tnces 
justify the contention that some substantial 
relief should be accorded in this rc,>pect. 

It is obvious that while our exports con
tinue to realiec such low prices it will be 
extremelv difficult to meet our interest liabi
lities, a!1d balanced budgets \Yill be an 
impossibility until there is a marked change 
for the better in prevailing conditions. 

Action has been taken bv the Loan Cmmcil 
to convert loans in respect of which optional 
elates of redemption exist. 

Conversions of Australian stocks haYe 
alreadv been effeded of 6~ per cent. loans 
for £11,409,965, 6. per cent. :oans for 
£32,221,191, and 5~ per ceut. loans for 
£5,951,000. These loans haYe been con
l'erted at the reduced rates of 4 per cent. 
for £17,221,191 previously carrying 6 per 
cent., 3i per cent. for £15,000,000 6 per cents., 
and £5,951,000 5"f per cents.; ancl 3~ per 
cent. for £11,409,965 6~ per cents. 

A Queensland 6 per cent. loan for £2,000,000 
is included in the 4 per cc>nt. cmwersion. 

The Loan Council will proceed to deal 
with further optional loans as opportunity 
offers. Of these loans, which carry interest 
at the rate of 5 per cent. and oYer, there 
still remains upwards of £35,000,000. 

At the present time, Queen·land has the 
option of redeeming 3 per cent. loans in 
London, amounting to £4,274.213. which 
mature on the 1st January, 1947. The 
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arrangements agreed to by the Loan Council 
up to the present do not contemplate the 
conversion of any loans carr:ying an interest 
rate of loos than 5 per cent. 

Unfortunately, Queensland has no option 
of redeeming any loans carrying interest of 
5 per cent. or over until the 1st J ulv, 1934, 
on which elate tho option over a "5~ per 
cent. loan for £3,781,700 will take effect. 

'l'hc next optional elate in respect of 5 per 
cent. loans vvill operatB from the 1st J uno. 
1935. when a loan for £1,327,769, bearing 
that rate of interest, will become subject to 
redernption. 
. Loan• for £18,178,800, bearing 5 per cent. 
mterest. may be redeemed on or after the 1st 
October, 1940, ftnd loans for £19,713 325 
bearing the same rate of interest, arc rcd~em~ 
able on or after the 1st July, 1945. 

It v. ill be seen, therefore, that we have 
no prospect of obtaining any relief in the 
near future, unless we are afforded facilities 
in this diredion not at present available. 

'l'he justice and equity of such relief can. 
not be disputed, and are based upon tho 
same IJrf:-~rnisr',,, and for the 13an1e reasons that 
actuated the British GoYernment in regard 
to the huge conversions of its own indebted
ness. The State's interest charges on oversea 
debt is nearly 70 per cent. of the total interest 
bilL 

LoAK CouKCIL. 

Meeting-s of tho Loan Council were held in 
July and October, 1932, and February, :\Iay, 
and J a ne, 1933. 

The principal matter dealt with at all thcso 
n1cctirig~ \Yas th(~ provision of funds to rnect 
revenue deficits and loan expenditure. The 
convorsioa of oversca debts vvas also fullv 
discussed. ~ 

At the meeting- hold in J uno, 1933, the 
Commonwealth and the States submitted 
information with respect to estimated receipts 
and expenditure on revenue at count for 1933. 
1934. The Commonwealth estimated to have 
a surplus of £360.000, and each of the Stato6 
showed deficits, which amounted in the aggre
gate to £9.940,000. 

The position was further considered by 
each of the States, and the aggregate of thB 
deficits was reduced to £8,500,000. 

The loan 1n·ograrnme::l' for the curr10-~nt vea.r 
were also considered at the meeting in J~ure. 

The total programmes for the Common. 
\Yealth and all the States are-

Gross prog ranrnres 
Less rc:paynrcnts and donH'3tic 

raisings 

£ 
20,930,000 

3,784,000 

J~alance to be raised .. . .£17,H6,000 

Queensland's prognnmno is as follows:~ 

Gross anwunt .. 
Less~ 

Repayments (estimated) 

Domestic raisings ("timated) 

Cash balance (after allowing for 
£200,000 Treasury Bills 

redeemed in July) .. 

Proceeds loan raised in April 

Balance ~o be raised .. 

£ 
3,300,000 

900,000 

2,400,000 
150,000 

2,250,000 

934,000 

1,316,000 
1,084,000 

£232,000 

Ahurning that the cstirnated repayruents 
and domestic ioSLles will be realisetl, we will 
be in the fortunate position of being assured 
of_ our cash rcquirmnents for loan purposes, 
w1th the exccptwn of £232,000. No dillicultv 
should be experienced in raising this corrl
paratively srnall su1n. 

EsrmArEs, 1933.1934. 
EXPENDITURE. 

The estimates of expenditure frorn consoli· 
dated revenue have been framed with duo 
regard to economy and i11c requirornonts of 
the seYeral Government actiYitics. The 
appropriations are coneiderr'd to be essential 
for the proper functioning of the departments 
concerned. Further material reductions could 
not be made without seriouslY impairin" the 
cflicicncy of the departments." o 

Pro""~,Ti::,ion has Loen made for increases to 
the salaries of public servants. Increases 
formerly provided under Industrial Court 
awards have been withhold for three vears 
in the case of officem receiYing £450" per 
annum or more. and for hYo years in the 
case of other officers, except that the basic 
wage awarded by the court has been paid 
to all age-21 of!icers. Salary increases have 
uot bec•n withheld during this period bv 
eithN the Commonwealth or the other ~tatcs. 
~Inch confusion has arisen in senioritv and 
gratling in the Queensland service, and the 
longer the flow of increments is stopped the 
\Vor3e ''vill the confusion become. 

The total appropriations on consolidated 
revenue account urnount to £15.051.337. 
Thi<> sum is £100,000 in excess of the actual 
expenditure last year. It is, hcnvcvcr, 
£1,670,000 below the expenditure for 1929-
1G30. Tho provision for controllable expendi
ture is £8.725,245, which is £2,490,197, or 
22 per cent. lP'S than the controllable 
expenditure for that year. 

RECEIPTS, 1933-1934. 

Receipts on consolidated revenue account 
arc anticipated to amount to £13.202.935. 
this bci ng £193,709 less tlran the collections 
for the pr~ced·ing year. 

Income tax and land tax aro expected to 
yield £168,000 and £33,000, respectiye]y, 
less than last year. 

The return from licenses will probably bc 
£21,000 below that of the previous year, but 
this is accounted for bv the fact that foPs 
for n1otor drivers' licen~es arc now incl ucled 
with the collections unclt~r the State Trans· 
port Act. the receipts from \Yhich are 
expected to reach £65,000. 

A reduction of £46,000 is expected in the 
aggregate of land reYenuc and n1iniHg 
receipts. 

Hcceipts from railways cannot be relied 
upon to reach more than £5,835,000, which 
is £16,000 below the preYious year's figure. 
The reduction in rail freights for wool that 
came into operation as from July last are 
'stimatccl to be ya]ued at £53,000 per annum. 
Rebates, in respect to storP sheep. etc .. an: 
Yalued at an additional £25,000 per annum. 

Oth"r receipts may be expected to yield 
£30,000 in excess of 1932·1933. 

Briofly st.ated, the position is that expendi· 
turo is estimated to amount to £15,051,337, 
and reYenue to £13,202.935, leaving a deficit 
at 30th June, 1934, of £1,848,402. 

Arrangements have been made by the Loan 
Council to provide the necessary finance to 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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meet a deficit of £1,850,000 in the Consoli
dated Revenue ~~ccount of this State for the 
current financial vear. In ordtcr to ensure 
that thi:; stun \v{ll not be exceeded, rno~t 
careful control n1ust he exercised oYer alJ 
items of expenditure 

The Government does not intend to impose 
<tdditional taxntion for the purpose of reduc. 
ing the clcficienc:,,. Gnder the arrangement 
made hv the Loan Council, the Common· 
wealth 'Bank 'vill provide the necessary 
funds, aDd will accept Treasury bills for tho 
n.'quircd arnount. 

Tnus·r :\.XD SPECL\.L F-cxns. 
Tl1c appropriations for tnlst and special 

funds an1ount in the aggregate to £5.57J.642, 
which is £111.336 less than the appropria
tions for the preceding year. 

I ncreascd provision is made for the follow
illg sc:ryicC's :-

Chillagoe Smelters 
State Coku \\-orld 
State Coal }lines .. 

£ 
;)(j.,(J(It) 

.12,.100 
ti,:JOU 

,:s±,lHJo 

It is anticiontccl that there ,,..ij] be iHcreascd 
acrl\-ity at the ChiHagoe Sn1elter:3, owing to 
the fact that certain types of gold ore aro 
n,)\Y being sei:>t to the srnelters for trcatrncnt, 

A sum is provided whicl1 is estimated to 
be sufficient to cover expenses of the Statu 
Coke \York~ for a full year's operations. 
Onl: £6,992 \Yas expended last yuu 011 
acnount of the \VOrking 8XlJC'Il.3C.3 of thi:J 
actiYity. 

TllC' increase in the provisior1 for the State 
Coal ~Iines is rendered ncct:''Sary owing to 
the additional supplies of coal required for 
t~1c nianu{acturc of coke at the TIO\Yen Sta.te 
Coke \Yorl". The establishment of theso 
\York:3 \Yill afford extra ('mployrncllt for 
miners at Collinsville to the extPnt of onu 
dav a \H'Ck for 240 men. 

The appropriation for the Shte Govern· 
uc·nt In"n·ancc Office is £85,381 less than 
ln:-t .\ear. Provision is nla(lo for £15,000 
for the cOlnpletion of the nc'W in,,urance 
f.uilding, on which £88,746 \VU3 expended 
last year. 

ThP l'('Cl'i])h fron1 all trn;:.;t and specia1 
fund, are c'timated to yield, approximately, 
£5,300,000. 

LoAx Fn>D. 
"\s I haYc already stated, the Loan Council 

has approYcd of a lonn progTmnu1e of 
£3.300,000 for this State for the current veaL 
The \,·orks on YdJich it is proposed to exPend 
thjs nun are set out in the loan estinuttes. 

The sum at oqr disposal is £1,112.000 in 
exce·~s of the au1ount expend{ cl la::::t year. 

In apportioning the sum av"ila blo for tho 
CUlTPnt ,-car an endPaYour ha~ bePn 1nade 
to fornn,llate a programrne of works which 
will prm·ide the maximum amount of employ
rnent. 

£431.374 is appropriated for buildings. 
This is £193,000 in excess of the expenditure 
last year. 

The appropriation of £300,000 for the 
State Advances Corporation is £61,000 in 
excess of disbursements during the previous 
year. £50,000 is appropriated for advances 
under the Buildings Improvement Act. 

I El on. W. Fm·gMI- Smith. 

£400,000 is provided for the ::\lain Roads 
Commission. £200,000 was made available 
from the Commonwealth-States Winter 
Relief loan for expenditure by the Commis
sion last year. 

£1,017.714 is required for loans and subsi
clies to local bodies. 

£100,000 is appropriated under the Depart
ment of Public Lands for rural ach-ances. 
This sum will be utilised for loans to settlers 
for clearing, ringbarking, scrub-falling, 
11ater supplies, and generally for the 
improvement of the product1v1ty of then· 
holdings. £265,000 was provided for this 
purpose last year, and the whole of this 
sum was allotted prior to the 30th June. 
Advances actually made to that date 
amounted in the aggregate to £177,000. 

£40,000 is provided for aclvaHces for the 
purchase of wire-netting. Advance' by t.he 
Commonwealth Government under the Wrre 
and \Vire-netting Advances Act having 
cca"'d it becomes nccessarv to make pro
,-isio.n 'from State funds for" this purpose. 

Prm-ision is made for £300,000 for loans 
ln- the Agricultural Bank. This sum is 
£71.000 in excess of advances mado by the 
bank last rear. £50,000 is also provided 
for special loans to be advanced by the bank 
for rural development. 

An amount of £30,000 is provided for 
grants and loans in aid of prospecting. 

GEeiERAL. 

It is gratifying to the. Govermnent that 
tho Loan F11cnd appropriation for the current 
vear will enable the continuance of the 
;,ccelera toe! programme of works and develoj.J
ment that was initiated shortly after tlns 
GDn:-rnrncut's accession to office. It is to be 
,-,rmbt,~d yvhether there is a country in the 
,vorlcl that is capable of responding more 
readilv to expenditure on such activities 
rban the Commonwealth generally and the 
State of Queensland in particular. The 
scope and the need for such developm!'mt 
are obvious to all. In adcl1tron to creatmg 
assets of value to the community, the utilisa
tion of funds for thc•e purposes relieves 
unemployment in a most effe-ct_ive 1n~nner. 
Business is stimulated by tho c1rculatron of 
jncrcasecl purehasi11g pO\VCl' which, in turn, 
.:_n~gnwnts the den1and for consu?1able goc:cls. 
To the extent that consurncrs purchasing 
power is created. so will solvent deman~ .be 
restored wl11ch wrll permeate, w1th beneftcral 
results. all sections of trade and commerce. 
The value of schemes of public e'Cpenditure, 
particularly during a period of deflated price 
lcYcls, is considerably ('nhancpd by reason 
of the effect in setting a larg·cr volun1e of 
purchasing povver circulating frorn hand to 
han~l arnong the consumers of goods and 
SCTVJCCS. 

Criticism is often directed at the efficacy 
of such form of governmf'ntal activity. I 
have never :.sscrtod that through such chan
nels alone can stable conditions in industry 
be attained. I fully realise that far-rcaching
chano-es in the economic structure are 
rPqufred to reach Sl!Ch an objective. The 
,tatement made bv :Mr. vValtcr Runciman, 
PresidPnt of the Board of Trade in Great 
Britain at one of the sessions of the Eco· 
nomic Conference recently, may very likely 
cneourao-e criticism of the lino of policy 
now under review. It will be remembered 
that considerable publicity was given to _iv~r. 
Runciman's statement that the Brtbsh 
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Govern1nent "was tenninating their schmne 
for dealing with unemployment by way of 
capital expenditure works.'' :Nlany compe
tent English authorities. however, have 
expressed amazement at this attitude, which, 
in sorne quarters, \vas described as " throw
ing a\Yay the last chance of achieving agree
ment at the vVorld Conference even on a 
partial prograrnn1e for recovery." " The 
Economist" {published in London) was con
,,trained to comment that " the inception of 
a well-considered programme of public works 
as a stirnulus to rccoyery would bo a tangible 
r.ror.f of the sincerity of British expansionist 
professions." Subsequently the British Prime 
i\Iinistcr (Mr. Rmmay MacDonald) found it 
!JeCC>ssary to indicate in the House of Com
rnons that 1Ir. Runcirnan's staten1ont "was 
directed primarily to the proposal made by 
the International Labour Office that facilities 
should be given for the issuing of inter
national loans to finance public works in 
Eastern Europe." l\Ir. Ran1say JVIacDonald 
went on to say-

" ~--\.s regards -work here, the policy of 
the Government is in no way altered. 
r:rhey arc proYiding, or assisting to pro~ 
Yidc, finance for schc1ncs of a romunera
tiYo or necessary character." 

This dccla mtion r;ot only clarifies the 
British Government's attitude in this matter 
hut cojncides with the sen~in1ents expressed 
in the joint statement of l\fr. Rarnsav 
:VIacDonald and Pn,sident Hoosevelt of th'e 
26th April last (at the conclusion of their 
discussio11s in An1crica) that " Govern1ncnts 
can contribute to business recoYcry by the 
development of appropriate programnH's of 
edpital expenditure." 

. I hold the view that this form of policy 
1~ an Integral feature of any forrn of nabo11al 
planniug. In actual practice, as a part of 
a co-ordinated plan of recovery, it should be 
iiCComp:tuicd by a policy, of monctarv refla
tion and by or'ganised ~fiort to brini prices 
Lack to a satisfactory level. It is common 
ground with all those who have intelligently 
'tml!cd the >vorld paralvsi'" of industrv with 
iis n~sulta11t unen1ploynlont t-yorywhor~e that 
renc"~ed expenditure on a largo sc::tle is a 
prime e'scntial. Governrrwnt activitv there
fore. iu the direction of a cle.-elo1~mcntal 
public_ works programn1e is assisting materi
nll,v m the directions to which I havo 
referred. 

The failure of the \Yorld Economic Con
fe>rcncc to achievo any tangible results on 
such vital matters as price levels, war debts, 
etc .. ,nl! donbtless pro.-oke many nations to 
pursue a line of activitv in thE~ direction of 
'" cconon1if' nationalism:" The success or 
failure of the American experiment will 
umloubtr!dly haye an influence upon world 
affairs generally, but wl1atever mav be said 
in crit:ici,-:.tn of the PresidPnt'~ polic~ it rnu2t 
be admitted that it is an attempt to' promote 
n'coycry upon the basis of restoring solvent 
demand. Recent cable advices from the 
united States hint at the possibility of 
1wgo!.iations being resumed in respect to the 
srabilisation of international currencie;. The 
announcement published bv the British 
Empire deleg-ation to the \Vorld Conference 
rcallirnwd the necessity for a rise in price 
l~'vcls to be effected so that, amongst other 
t '11 ngs, the burden of debts and fixed charges 
might be harmonised \vith capacity to pay. 
Tho statement also expresscd the view that 
the GoYernmcnts of the British Common
wealth should persist, by all means in their 

power, whether monetary or cconon1ic, in 
the policy of furthering this objectiYe. As 
is well known, under the Constitution, mone
tarv control is Yest<ld in the Commonwealth 
Pa;:liamcnt, but baying regard to the fact 
that. oYer 60 per cent. of the commodity pro
ductiOn of the Commonwealth is consumed 
v,rithin our own borders, there is scope avail
a blc (yet unexplored) for effecth-o action in 
the direction rceferred to. 

Proposals for the n"triction of prodnetion 
rnust be strenuously opposed, rnore cspPciallv 
in the case of debtor countries. The theory 
that prices can be raised and undercon
sumption cured by producing less should not 
be \YOrthy of a moment's consideration. The 
Yiew expressed by the Empire ::Ylarketing 
Board in its memorial to the British Empire 
Delegation to the Economic Conference aptlv 
surnrnnrisos \vhat I regard as an economiC 
axwm. The Empire l\1arketing Board stated 
the position in this manner-

" It is the falling-off in demand owiug 
to dimini"hed monev incomes of con
sutnors rather than the exccssiye increase 
in the supply of agricultural commo
dities which has brought about the pre
sent over-production. The clrief need at 
the present time is to restore "oriel 
demand rather than to restrict procluc
tion still further. Restriction of pro
duction in general is obviously no rer11edy 
for general impoYerishment." 

Australia cloee not appear likely to obtain 
any material advantages from the Otta >Ya 
Conference; indeed, variations have sincu 
been rnade in important directions I imiting 
iho agreements that were arranged on that 
OCCasion. rrho OY8l'SCaS trade figures fur the 
financial year ended June, 1933, indicate 
that total imports to the Commonwealth 
increased by £13,272,574 in 1932-33 com
pared with 1931-32, as compared with an 
increase of £11,858,925 in exports. ,Exclud
ing trade in specie and bullion, however, 
merchandise and comn1oclity iruports in
creased by £12,777,399 cumpan'd with 
£3,197,942 increase in n:ports, during the 
periods under revicvY. The gross Cnsion1s 
revenue collections bv the Commonwealth 
GoYermnent during ·1932-33 exceeded by 
£2,5-54,998 the revenue from this eource for 
the previous year (1931-32). It is also 
oLsened that the importations of textiles 
and cotton piece goods are included amongst 
the items in which the import trade has 
been augn1ented. The n1anufacture of rhes(~ 
particular commodities. for exarnp~e. offers 
scope for expansion within our own borders 
and employment for our own )JCO!Jle, but 
adequate tariff protection must necessarily 
be afforded. Meantime, whilst Customs 
revenue soars, factory operatives arc thl'oWu 
on tho unemployed list and become an added 
charge upon the States' Unemployment 
Relief Funds. A balanced trade is an 
important factor in the economic life of 
the nation, particularly in the case of a 
debtor country such as Australia. 

'The financial relations between the Com
monwealth and the States is a matter which 
ls engaging the serious attention of the 
State Governments. Apart from the dis
abilities which the smaller States are alleged 
to have sustained as the direct result of 
federation, the finances of all the States 
ate affected by the fiscal policy of the Com
monwealth. The State Governments are 
unable to balance budgets, or even to effect 
a reasonable a pp roach to balanced budgets. 

Jlon. TV. B'organ Smith.] 
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The Commonwealth Government, however, 
was able to secure a large surplus last 
year, and, apparently, will be equally for
tunate this year. It is not generally known 
that the Commonwealth Government's taxa
tion collections in Queensland from all 
sources approximate or exceed those of the 
State Government, notwithstanding the fact 
that tho responsibility for unemployment 
relief devohes upon the State. Hofcrence 
to Yarious tables in "Finance Bulletin," 
::\o. 23, recently issued by the Common
wealth Statistician, shO'>YS that Common
wealth collections in Queensland for 1931-
32 were £265.325 more than the State's. 
{;on1paring some\vhat analagous iterns, it 
will be found that Commonwealth revenue 
i11 Qucen~land in l'P"-pect to Custorn~, Pxcise, 
sales. and income taxation during the year 
mentioned aggreg·ated £4,860,423, as com
pared with £2,763,974, on account of State 
inconw and unemployment relief taxation, 
which means that the Commonwealth. in 
effect, has under the headings mentioned 
derived £2,000,000 more in revenue from 
Queensland than the State Government with 
all their responsibilities. The bulletin points 
out that the Commonwealth figures '' do not 
Gecc;sarilv indicate the amounts contributed 
by the p.eople of each State, inasmuch as 
n1oneys arc :collected in one State in re ·vcct 
o£ goods consu1ned or assessrnents made on 
account of other State,." It would appear, 
therefore. that the contributions by Queens
land citizens to Conunonwcalth taxation 
revenue is greater thttn the figures disclose, 
particularly in respect to taxation froin 
the CustoHJ:-.; and exci~e. The position un
doubtedly calls for adjustment, and for the 
purpose of reviewing the matter from all 
aspects, the last conference of Premiers in 
l\Iclbourne in J uno last decided that a 
special Premiers' Conference should be held 
early next year for this purpose. The matter 
is an important one, and the debate on 
the Financial Statement makes available 
an opportunity to hon. members generally 
of addres-ing thcmseh·es to this phase of 
our cconon1~T ~hould they de::-,ire to do ~o. 

It will not be inappropriate to refer lo 
recent events within our domestic cnYiron
mcnt which portend an improvement in busi
ness conditions. Higher values were obtained 
for "ool at the September sales held in 
Brisbane. The averages for greasy wool 
sold at the September, 1933, sales was in 
the vicinity of 15d. per lb. and £20 a bale 
compared with 9.84d. and £13 7s. 2d. per 
bale at the same period of last year. The 
increase in the re1·enue of the Title' Offices 
at Brisbane, Hockhampton, and Townsville 
is evidence of an improvement in ,real
estate values. The directors of the large 
city departmental stores arc agreed that 
business is steadily jrnproving and that the 
prospects for the summer trade arc most 
encouraging. The annual report of the 
Brisbane Timber JYlerchants' Association 
published in the press on 28th September 
last made pleasing Teferenco to the fact 
that the '' increase of 25 per cent. in the 
building figures of Brisbane and the other 
elev<m largest towns in the State for the 
twelve months ended 30th June, 1933, repre
sented a definite turn of the tide." The 
building industry is rightly regarded as a 
basic ono in the economic structure and in 
the extent of its dependent industries. Dm·· 
ing the current year the Government .is con· 
tributing its quota to stimulating building 
and construction activity and the employ-

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

ment of skilled artisans, as the following 
appropriations indicate:-

Public Buildings-:Maintenance 
Public Buildings-New Construction .. 
·workers' Dwellings and Worl<ers' 

Hmnes-N mv Construction and 
Renovations 

Building Revival Schmnc 

£ 
61,600 

400,000 

250,000 
50,000 

Most parts of the State have shared 
recently 1n nature's bounteous rains, which 
will be of henofit to our pnmary industries 
a11d ensure the volume of production in 
various directions. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear: 

The TREASURER: Mr. Hanson, I move-· 
"That there be granted to His Majesty 

for the service of the year 1933-34, a eurn 
not exceeding £300 to dehay the salary 
of the aide-de-camp to His Excellency 
the Governor." 

The House resumed. 
'l'he CHAIR:IIA:\ reported progress, aJI([ 

asked leave to sit ag,ain. 

Resumption of Committee rnade an (lrdcr 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

MOTOR SPIRIT VE::\DOHS BILL 

I;;rTlATIO:\ IN CmnrrTTEE. 

(.lir. llanson, JJuranda, in the chair.) 

The SECHETARY FOR FCBLIC \YORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruce, The Ta!Jldand) [12.47 
[J.m.]: I move·--

" That it is desirable that a Bill he 
introduced to provide for the regulation 
of the Sale of Motor Spirit, and for 
other purpose'"'." 

The object of the Bill is to promote the sale 
and rnore efficient 1narketing of IJO\vcr 
alcohol which, as all hon. members know, 
i5 at n'rcsent produced at Sarina, in :Xorth 
(~ucensland A tremendous advanta.gc will 
accrue to the State if the supply that can 
now be produced can be marketed. Thcr.: 
is also the possibility that gn ater supplies 
will be .available. The fact that the produet 
is a spirit which can be satisfactorily used 
is the motive for this proposed legislation. 
In many countries throughout the vvor!J 
to-dav power alcohol is incoqJOratcd with 
mine~al petrol, which, of course, is pro
duced mainlv in America. The follm··in~: 
countries hav:e passed onactments similar to 
the ono which I Dropose to introduce:
Frauc,J?, East SenCgal, Gern1any, Austria, 
Hungary Italy, Spain, Sweden, l\'orway, 
Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Latvia. the Repub
lic of Panama, Philippine Islands, South 
Africa, Southern Rhodesia, and Jamaica. 

In the United States of America there 
seems to be something more than a suggestion 
that power alcohol manufactured from grain 
and other farm produce should be made a 
compulsory ingredient for admixture in all 
motor fuel. The desire was not to com· 
petc with the American oil interests or 
to seek a cheap motor· spirit, but to find 
some useful way of disposing of the enor
mous grain surplus in that country. It 
is estimated that a 10 per cent. mixture 
\vould absorb 650,000,000 bushels of grain 
per annum for which conyersion po\ver 
alcohol plant would be required costing· 
200.000,000 dollars. The Illinois Agricul
tural Association, one of the largest gasoline 
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Llistributors in the United States, has been 
experirncnting with a 10 per cent. alcohol 
admixture. All its clients, whether ordinary 
rnotoris:ts, fanners, n1erchant~, or businc~ 
rnen, wPre as:kcd to complete a questionnairp 
after thev had tried the mixture. Renlie; 
were rec:oi.-ed horn 712 customers Uj} to 
April, 1933, with this remlt-

430 custmners rer1orted an average 
mile a gc increase of 2.66 miles per gallon: 
.3 cu~torner-, reportPd an average de-crease: 
of 1 mile per gallon; 279 customers 
reported no change. 

An analysis of the returns showed-

I 10% I Petrol No • i1~f{~~: Better. ~~~;~-
! ! I 

·---------------

Starting 579 2 121 
Acceleration I 675 26 
Smoothness of ~unning I 670 32 
Anti-knock 673 29 
Po,ver .. .. 678 1 2:3 
General prefere~ce .. 683 1 18 

--------- -·---

vVhilst thooe figures may HOt be entirely CO.l· 
vincing, theY arc at least an jndication ·.::i:at 
a pov/cr alCohol adrnixture canriot be con
demned on the ground of inefficiency. 

This proposal means much to our people 
Pngagt'd in th:: sugar industry. R.ccelltl_\
the price of sugar' was reduced by ~d. per lb. 
and CYer_v effort should be maclc to 
pen,ate the growers for this recluction 
Pncouraging the UJ<' of a by-product of the 
inclustrv. Power alcohol in Queensland i 
rnanufa"cturcd cntirol:v frorn mola~se·_~a b~-
product of sugar. The pro[losal \Yill giY-' 
en1ployment, cl irectly an cl indirectly, to rt 

!rtrge number of people who arc at present 
mwmploYcd, and it will provide an oppor
tunity for the manufacture of a moti.-c 
pmne~' in this State which will be of grea\, 
assi;tanec to Australia in the event of "n 
omln·eak of war. \Ye would then be incle
p<>nclcnt of those countric3 from which w ' 
no\\- irnport motor fncl. I state quite 
fmnklv that Australia has been the milch 
cu"- of the world and there is no reason \Yh" 
l':e should not follow the good example of 
the C'ountries that I have mentioned where 
it is provided that imported miner::rl mobr 
fue 1 shall, before use, be mixed with a 
percentage of locally manufactured power 
alcohol. The ex-Secretary for Railwa v" on 
rnar:<y orca~io11s has bitt0rl,y con1plain(•c1 of 
thp exce~siY€' use of imported n1oi"or sp~rit 
in this <'onntrv. His conten6ons have bePn 
thoronghl_v scmncl. \Ve should cease to 
in1port large (lurtntities of rnotor fnf'l and 
wr• should bend our efforts in the direction 
of as,isting a new industry, thereby pro
Yiding increased employment and making 
onrsrlves independent of other countries by 
th0 manufacture of an efficient power 
epirit. 

The first clause which really deals with 
the subject-matter of the proposed legisla
tion is clause 3. It provides for the licens
ing of major companies who 'l'll petrol in 
Queensland, It will be necessary for ever:-· 
such company to take out a license. All 
persons purchasing frorn major companies 
will become automatically licensed on receipt 
of a certificate to this effect from any such 
company. 

Another provision sets out that an applica
tion for a license shall be made to the Trea
surer, and ill that application the· place of 
business must be stated. Every application 
shall be accompanied by a bond of £1,000. 
This bond must be issued bv the, State 
GoYernment Insurance CommisSioner, or a 
licensed insurer under " The Insurance ~..\cts, 
1916 to 1923," as a guarantee of the licensee's 
compliaHce with the Act, but money or· 
prescribed securitie·, may be deposited in lieu 
of a bond. A license will be operative for 
one year, a11d will be subject to renewal if 
the terms of the Act have been complied 
with. 

It is also provided that the holder of a 
license shail purchase at the prescribed price 
the necessary number of gallons of pmYer 
alcohol to conform to the standarcl prescribed 
for admixture with every 100 gallons of 
petrol. In the case of any non-liceHsccl per
son selling spirit which has been purchased 
from a licensed person, such non-licensed 
person shall be considered the agent of the 
liceneed person. 

l\Ir. FADDEX: Are those conditions pre
'cribecl in the Bill? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The Dill \Yill not ctate the definite amoum of 
power alcohol to be used in every 100 gal!oHs 
of petrol. That is a matter which will be 
governed by regulation. 

It is further provided that if the holder 
of a license commits a breach of the laYY, 
or neglects, or fails to comply with the 
rerptirerncnts of clau·c 6, which prct;~ribe:s the 
quota of po·,·,er alcohol, he shall be adjudged 
guilt.v of an offence. Power is gin:-n iu the 
Treasurer to take legal proceeding.' under 
tho rueasuro in the Suprernc (__;ou1·t, a11d any 
firw, or forfeiture of a bond shall be paid into 
con.:olidatecl reYenue. 

Another provision is that any person \Yho 
any n1otor spirit in contra Ycntion of 

pro.-isions of the Dill shall be guilty of 
:tll oftcncc. Any breach YYil! be subject to 
a ruininnun penalty of £20, and a rnaxin1un1 
penalty of £200. Any licensee! person ,,ho 
fails to comply with the provisions for the 
blending of petrol and motor spirit in the 
rnanncr prescribed, or ·who persistently con1-
mits a breach of any provicion of ihis Bill 
shall haYe notice served on him bv the Trea
surer of his intention to cancel -his lic<mse, 
Tho reasons for this decision will be giveu 
in the notice. _\ licensee \Yill have the 
ooportunity of appealing to a police rnagjs~ 
tl'atc against this decision of the Trca::;urer, 
\vhilc either party to the proceedings 1nay 
appeat againet the decision of the police 
nwgi~t.rate to the Full Court. _._-\.nv such 
appeal \vill Le dcterrnined by way of ~rehear
ing. Costs in the cause will be at the dis
cretion of the court. A notification of the 
cancellation of any license will be published 
in the " Govenunent Gazette," and this \Yill 
be consiclcrccl prima facie evidence of the 
:'E'l'vict~ of such nuticc. Any person whose 
license has been cancelled \Yi!l not be a:Im,-ecl 
to lJCrforn1 any function \rhich con1cs \\·ithin 
the puniew of a licellSe required under the 
Bill. The penalty for a breach of this pro
Yision will be a minimum penalty of £20 
and a maximum penalty of £200. 

It ie also provided that a perwn cluly 
authorised by the Treasurer may from time 
to time inspect books, accounts, documents, 
etc., of any person licensed under this Act. 
Such person will be empowered to make 
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necessary extracts from such documents, 
books, and accounts. Any holder of a 
license, or agent, or serYant of such liccnBee 
who withholds information from this dulv 
authorised person shall be guilty of ai1 
offence, for which a maximum penalty of 
£100 is prescribed. Every person, includ
ing a principal or agent, shall keep proper 
books and accounts in which ovcrv sale shall 
be recorded, together with full ·particulars 
which will make them rcadilv understood. 
The :Minister administering thi~ Bill, or such 
person as may be authorised by him, may 
l'Pqnire every person, principal, or ageut to 
alter the method of keeping books if such 
method is not considered ,.atisfactory by the 
Minister, or such authorised person. The 
rnaxirnum penalty :for an offence under th(~Se 
provisions is £100. A record of all licen6es 
is to be kept by the Treasurer. The place 
of business mentioned in an application for 
a license shall be considered to be the regis
tered office of the licensee. Every licensee 
shall exhibit a sign setting out that he is a 
licensed motor spirit vendor, and all notice's 
will be considered duly served on the licensee 
if !0ft at his registered office. The Bill alw 
provide" that the chairman of directors, 
manager, or other governing officer shall be 
liable to punishment unless proof is forth
coming that the offence was committed 1rith
out his knowledge. 

i\lr. BRIXD: What has the penal clause 
reference to '? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: 
It really means that if thoro is any viola
tion of the law now being enacted rho 
person that I ha ,-e rnentionec! shall Le con
sidered liahle on behalf of the company, 
unless proof is forthcoming that the offence 
-charged against the company ·was conunittecl 
without his knowledge. 

I have alrcacly tolcl hon. members of the 
prO\·ision relating to the display of the sign 
'·Licensed ::Ylotor Spirit Vendor." 

Mr. ::Yfoom : Does that apply to every 
garage'? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I should say that it would. At the preser.t 
tiJnc hundreds of advertising signs are di~· 
played by the big oil companies. It will 
IJe adding no groat burden to these com· 
panics to have a sign displayed that the 
garage is a licensed motor spirit vendor. 
Hon. members know as well as I do that 
one garage rnay have seyen or eight adver
tising signs in the interests of, say, the 
Shell Company of Australia Limited. or the 
Vacuum Oil Company Proprietary Limited. 
The display at a garage of the sign 
'·Licensed Motor Spirit Vendor" will incli· 
catcl to the car owner that he mav purchase 
at that garage the mixture that \ve propose 
shall be used. 

Mr. CLAYTOK: Will there be any fee fm· 
the license? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 
That will be prescribed by regulation. The 
Bill provides that any person guilty of any 
offence under it shall be liable to a fine of 
£200 where no other penalty is prescribed. 

Mr. :MoORE: ·what do you call a " major" 
oil company? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I understand there .are seven major oil 
companies in this State, including the Shell 
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Company of Australia Limited. the Vacuum 
Oil Company Proprietary Limited, th•2 
Texas Company (Australasia) Limited), and 
the Commonwealth Oil Hefinerics Limited. 
\Ye are really dealing with wholesale 
importers of petrol. 

Another portion of the Bill will providc-
''(1) All proceedings for offences against 

the Act shall be heard and determined 
in a sumrnary Vilay on complaint under 
' The Justices Acts, 1886 to 1932.' 

"(2) The court shall not reduce the 
penalty below any prescribed minimum. 

"(3) (a) In an:· proceedings under the 
Act, the licensee must produce the 
license, otherwise he will be deemed not 
to hold it; and 

"(b) CoiJtents of Looks kept or belong 
ing to any person, or found on prcrniscs, 
slwll be deemed to have been made b,v 
or with the authoritv of such [1erwn, 
unless proof to the coiltrary is giYen.'· 

Tho Bill, \Yhich con1prises seventeen 
clauses, will be available to hon. members 
at an early stage. Recently there was an 
article in a paper purporting to show that 
the use of alcohol as petrol in European 
countries was unsatisfactory. In repl,y to 
a cable which we sent we receiYed the 
following 'reply:-

" lleports from France 'vere unfounded 
and were immodiateh- conb·adicted and 
disposed by the F1~ench Minister of 
Agriculture. Germany sold last year 
150,000,000 gallons 10 per cent. fnel "hi eh 
likely increase to 250,000,000 this year. 
Czecho-SloYakia results so satisfactorY 
that Govern1nent increasiug percentagO 
fuel on market. "C'se of alcohol continues 
to increase rapidly in Europc,~n coun· 
tries where 1mivorsaliy accepted as most 
satisfactory fuel." 

For some considerable time attention has 
been given in Queensland to the manufac· 
ture of po,yer alcohol from sugar-cane pro
ducts such as molasses. The importance 
of such an industry is apparent and its 
c:-;tablish nent js of cou:5idcrablc adYantagc. 
not merely to the State but to the Common· 
\Yealth as a whole. 

Reprc,entations have been made from time 
to tin1e by various sugar associatiOllS and 
other representative bodies as to the neccs
sitv of action to utilise to the fullest aclvan. 
tage the by-products of sugar-cane, and the 
surplus cane, and to establish on sound 
linos another key industry directly associated 
with sugar such as the production of power 
alcohol would be. 

The powe1· alcohol distillery at Sarina has 
been operating for some years and of course 
the main consideration in the succe'<S of 
this important industry is the finding of a 
profitable market. The question as to what 
could be done in the matter has occupied 
the attention not onlv of the Commonwealth 
Government but also of previous State Go· 
vernments. All have expressed their sense 
of the g-reat importance of the new industry 
and its value to Australia as a whole, but 
there has been considerable difficulty in 
arriving at what may be considered a fair 
and equitable solution of the problem. 

I have mentioned the production of power 
alcohol from molasses, because at present 
that is the raw product from which our 
power alcohol is made in Queensland to-day, 
but 1 would draw attention to the fact that 
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:Jower ak.Jhol can bo produced from corn. 
:n corn-producing centres in my electorate, 
and several electorates represented by other 
hon. members it may be possible in future 
that surplus 'corn can be suitably utilised 
for the manufacture of power alcohol. It 
may be possible--although I hope it never 
wifl be-that our surplus wheat can be 
used for the purpose. The ;ame comment 
applies to surplus potatoes. Power alcohol 
mav a!w be made from waste straw or from 
any other form of vegetable matter. ::\atur
allv. authorities differ irr regard to the value 
of· the different vegetable matters, but I 
venture to say that in a State like Queens
land there is not an electorate which could 
not produce something from which power 
alcohol could be made; therefore it is of 
vital importance to every hon. member, to 
the people the:r represent. and to the State 
of Queensland and to the Commonwealth 
as a whole that this Bill should be passed. 

::\1r. SWAYNE (Mirani) [2.10 p.m.]: Repre
Bcnting the only electorate in Queensland 
where power alcohol is produced to any 
extent I believe in this proposal. ?-Jot 
ha Yini seen the Bill, I cannot say n1oro 
than that at the present juncture, but I 
think that legislation on proper lines would 
be of great benefit to Queensland. In 1929 
I brought the matter before the House under 
a resolution on Private :Members' Day. At 
that lime I thought it should be a matter 
for Federal action. I moved-

" That. in view of the uncertainty 
regarding the futuro of the export market 
for c,ugar, it is desirable that a full 
im·estigation be made, either by Royal 
Con11nission or such other means a.s the 
GoYornment may consider most effective, 
into the possibilities of profitable utilisa
tion ·of products of the sugar-cane other 
than sugar-(a) through the conversion 
of the molasses and possibly some of the 
cane juices into industrial alcohol, and 
assisting in the work already being done 
in this direction; (b) by the manufacturp 
of celotex or other material from the 
megass; (c) into any other avenue<. that 
may be opened in this connection and 
assisting the Ram e.'' 

That resolution was supported by both sir!,, 
of the House, and was the first time the 
matter was mentioned. It asked that investi
gations be made by the Federal Govern
ment< I wrote to Nlr. (now Sir Hanv) 
Gullett. who wcs then Minister for Tracl< 
.and Customs, as follows:-

" Dear Mr. Gullet!-
" As the representative in the State• 

Parliament of !he electorate wherein ;, 
situated the Shellkol Distillers, I was 
interested to note vour recent remark"l 
re the difficulty in ·disposing of its out
put. This most certainly is not owiug 
to any defect in the spirit itself. as it is 
now definitely proved that if anything 
it is superior to pure petrol when 
blended in the proportion of 15 pc; 
cent<. but the fact of the matter is that 
it comes into competition with those con
cerned in• the sale of the imported article 
with a large amount of capital outlay 
invested in their sales organieations. 
Instances haYe come under my notice 
in which deliberate misrepre;entation 
is being made to prevent the sale of 
Shellkof. Further, I might point out 

that the consumption of a fuel in which 
a blend of Australian-produced spirit 
enters is of concern not onh· to the 
sugar industry and its b}r-product 
molasses, but of many other branches of 
farming. In the case both of the cereal 
and the potato grower, in times of glut 
a proportion of their crops could b,, so 
utilised if it were, as is done by some 
of the leading European nations, pro
vided that before imported ]Jetrol is 
offered for sale it bo blended with a 
proportion of locally produced industrial 
"pirit. By doing· so we would not only 
be acting as France, Spain, and Hun
gary, and I think others have already 
done, but the retention in Australia of 
the co,t of, say, 15 per cent. of the 
xnoney now being sent OYcrseas would be 
quite a considerable sum. Pos·--ibly surh 
action would not only keep this money 
in local circulation, but also be of assist
ance in stabilising the prices of tile 
farm crops above-mentioned. In France, 
I arn informed, sa\vdust is used as ono 
of the raw materials. Venturing to 
put this suggestion before you.-Yours 
oincerely, E. B. Swayne. P.S.-I might 
mention that in this Parliament l was 
able to get a resolution carried affirming 
the desirableness of such action, but the 
matter is too large to be succcssfull•. 
carried out by a single State." 

I 1nay sa~? in pa~sing that the ~an1e 1nisre· 
prc;ontation as regards the sale of alcohol, 
a;:; i:' mentioned in that letter. is Leing tnado 
to-cla;·. The reply I recei.-cd was as 
follows:-

" \Yith reference to vour letter of 
17th J\lay on the subject 'Of action being 
taken to make it compulsory for all 
petml companies to mix a cei·tain per
centage of Australian power alcohol with 
their petrol, I desire to advise tlmt I 
have looked carefully into the question, 
hnt as the matter is one that invoh·es 
the marketing of goods within the Com
monwealth. it is a matter of State con
trol and bevond the functions of the 
Commonwealth Gov-ernrnent. I recog
niee the difficultv of the interest con
cerned, lconvinci1lg the variou~ State 
C:oyernmonts of the adYisability of takjng 
the course suggested, but the Govern
ment most concerned is that of Queens
bnd. and it would seem that thev might 
consider appl,.-ing the principle' in that 
State where the consumption of petrol 
is quite important." 

One of the difficulties that have been 
raised as lik.ely to prm·ent the success of 
the proposal is the po,sibility of the insuffi .. 
ciency of the supply of power alcohol. 1 
suggest that any legislation be so worded 
that_ the mixture may be dependent on the 
a\ a1lable supply of power alcohol. As tht 
suppl,· incrf'ased then the compnlsor: pro
portion of that fuel could be made highPr, 
until the desired proportion was reached. 
At the present time 15 per cent. seems to 
me to be a proper proportion. 

I am pleased that the idea has been incor
porated in this Bill. There will be further 
opportunity for speaking on the subject at 
the second reading stage, but I take this 
opportunity of pointing out that a proposal 
is oven now before the public for the manu
facture from coal of spirit for use in 
internal combustion engines, In that regard 
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I quote an extract from the Brisbane " Tc'c· 
graph"-

" PETROL ScPPLY THE vVEAK LrxK ]~ 
CHAlK OF Ac:STRALIAx DEFENCE. 

"PlWDcOTIOx OF OIL FR01! SHALE VIT.\L. 
" Canberra, 22nd Septem:cer. 

'· Emphasising the urgent need for 
Australia to include in any defence pro· 
gramme the provision of oil supplies, a 
defence authority declares that, in the 
event of war and a bloclwde, Australia's 
merchandised defence forces y;ould b,, 
helpless within t\\'O months be.:au• c of 
the short.cge of petroL" 

Seeing that we are not fortunate enough to 
possess large supplies of mineral oils of our 
own. we should look for some means of 
making ol!rselves partly independent of the 
present regular sources of suprlly. ...._.\s tuen
tionecl in the extract I have quoted from 
the pre'C, from the clefenc·' aspect alone the 
proposal tnu:5t cornmend itself to hoit. 
membPt·s. I am plea·,ccl that the matter bo 
corrH-· up for consideration again, an~l I look 
with pleasure to the opportunity oi clclive1·· 
ing my second-reading speech on the Bill. 

},fr. J.\IOORE (.lu';iynJJ) [2.19 p.m.]: I am 
disappointed with the Bill, not because it 
prm·icles for the utilisation of po\ver alcohol, 
but because I believe that the matter could 
haYe bc•en dealt with in a much more simple 
f&3hion. Th<- Bill could haYe provided that 
oil con1panirs must purchase a quantity of 
prm er alcohol in a prescribed proportion to 
the amouut of foreign spirits sold. vVhy 
should there be all these restrictions, regu
lations-all the provisions for fidelity bonds 
and for licensing? It is ag-reed by ,,]] that 
mixed with mineral petrol in a proportion 
of not more than 15 per cent. or less than 
8 per cent. power alcohol is an efficient 
spirit. It is all very well for a Minister to 
~ay that sah< of power alcohol have increased 
in France, Gerrnanv, and Czecho-Slovakia; 
but he knows full well that it is compulsory 
upon all oil distributors in those countries 
to add a certain percentage of power alcohol 
to their motor spirit. As transport faci!itir
incrca~c; in those countrie.:.. so must the 
quantity of the power alcohol admixture. 
'l he important question to be asked in con
nection with a Bill like this is : Is it going 
b increase the price of petrol to the Queens
land public? 'The matter was submitted to 
me two or three years ago, and the vital 
questions wore: \Vhat were to be proportions 
of alcohol and petrol, and would the people 
of C2uocnsland have to pay a higher price 
than that paid in the South? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC vVORKS: It will 
be optional to the companies to include from 
liJ to 20 per cent. 

2\Ir. MOORE: The Minister forgot to men
tion that the only company manufacturing 
pov, er alcohol in Queensland at the present 
time is operating at Sarina. This company 
con,tructed its plant and buildings in direct 
opposition to express aclvice, and e,tablishecl 
a distillery which was quite unsuitable for 
the work. It had to be rebuilt and now 
machinery had to be installed. Does it 
expect the public of Queensland to pay for its 
mistakec.? \Ve know full well that in other· 
parts of the world power alcohol can be dis
tilled at a very cheap mte indeed. The price 
that the company at Sarina expects in order 
to make a profit is considerably higher than 
i1 eltould be, because the public of Queens
land arc being called upon to pay for the 
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mistakes made by the company in the begir
lllng. \Vhen it started, it was under the 
delusion that molasses was a "aste product 
-that It was of no value, but since that time 
molasses has proved to be a somewhat valu
able product. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Y ORKS : lt was 
a waste product at that time. 

Mr. j,100RE: Yes. It has since become 
" valuable product -because of its utility for 
fuel and fertiliser. That has altered the cal
culations of the company. It does not follow 
that because a companv acted on the assump
tion that it was going "to manufacture a sale
able product out of a waste product the publi." 
should pay for tho miscalculation involved 
when the waste product became a valuable 
product. There is no reason why, in those 
cncumstances, the Government should come 
to the rescqe of the company and save it 
from the loss. The efficiency of the product 
rs undoubted; but wi~l the price to the public, 
be mcreased?. Will It cost 3d. per gallon to 
brll1g It to Bnsbane to be. mixed with petrol? 
I understand that the price of power alcohol 
at Sarina to-clay is ls. ?cl. per gallon and 
that would make a retail price of ls: lOci. 
per gallon for the admixture in Brisbane 
where. the retail price of petrol is ls. 3d: 
and ls. 4d. per gallon. If the proportion to 
be added is to be 10 per cent. it will mean 
an increase in the cost of fuo'L 
. The SElRETARY }OR PUBLIC \Vomcs: That 
Js one reason why it was not possible to la v 
dm1 n a definite policv without the use ~f 
regulation-making potv:'er. 

Mr. MOORE : The rcgulatiom C'Lnnot take 
Into consideration the cost to be borne bv 
the community. The freight coet north ~f 
i\Iackay, \vhere distances are shorter is 
iEfinitcly less than the cost of freirrht to' the 
,-'Juth, and it may be economic tob say that 
motor spirit sold north of Mackay shall 
mrlude a certain proportion of power alco
hol. I understand that approximately 
1,000,000 gallons per annum of power alcoh~l 
can be manufactured at the distillerv at the 
present time; but that represents onlv 2.L to 
3 pE'r.cent. of the quantity of the moto~' s;irit 
sold m Queensland. I also understand that 
an admixture of 2 per cent. to 3 per cent. is 
quite useless-in fact, worse than useless 
beu,use the addition of such a percontarre of 
rower alcohol is a detriment to the °COm
p]ete fnel. It needs to be ,.,omewhore over 
8 per cent., and not much in excess of 15 
per cont. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \Y ORKS : It is 
proposed to allow an admixture of between 
10 and 20 pc~ cent. of power alcohol; but, 
as you say, 22 per cent. would be absurd. 

Mr. MOO RE: This Bill will practically 
make the motor spirit industrv a Govern
ment one, because the Government will ha, e 
the right to inspect the books accounts and 
documents of a licensee, takd extracts 'fron1 
them, and force the licensee to deposit a 
bond of £1,000 with them. such bond to be 
obtained from the State Government Insur· 
anco Commissioner or son1c other insurance 
office-all in order that 1,000,000 gallons of 
power alcohol can be distributed throughout 
Queensland! Snrely the object of the Go
ver";ment can be achieved without setting in 
motwn such cumbersome machinerv ancl 
without such interference in industry"!' 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC ',',-ORKS: Very 
often a flowing river has its origin in a venr 
little stream. " 
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Mr. MOORE: When the river shows signs 
of de\'eloping, then it will be quite necessary 
to take all these precautions, but the river 
will not commence to flo"· within the next 
twelve months, because thoro i5 no proposal 
to-day to augment present supphes of power 
alcohol. This Bill is more or less a subs1dy 
to a particular industry. It will enable this 
industry to keep going; the men engaged 
in it apparently find that they arP unable 
to contiuuc without this compulsion. Surely 
it is not 11ecessary in an industry of this 
-sort, where a lin1itcd arnount only of an 
article is manufactured, to provide all this 
cu1nbcrs0lno machinery, interference with 
industry, and regulations! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IV ORKS : Hove 
''Toulcl you prescribe the nece_~sary amount 
of power alcohol to be mixed with motor 
spirit? 

Mr. :\IOORE: I vvould not bother to b1mv. 
I would do just the sarno a~ is done in 
France. I \vould not care whether the 
company taking the spirit mixe-d it or nol. 
In France the Governrnent practically say to 
the vendors of motor spirit, " You take w 
many gallons of power alcohol in proportion 
to the quantitie~ of motor spirit you selL 
You can rnix it, sell it, or throw it into the 
sea if von like." All that matters is that the 
<:mnpai1ie-5 take their proportion of power 
alcohol. That is all that the Gm ermnent 
>'ant. They should be guided by common 
sen~o and not care twopence whether a corn
puny purchasing power alcohol mixes it with 
motor spirit, or sells it, or vvhat it do<·, with 
it. H can utilieo the spirit to suit the 
demands of its customers. It mav be that it 
will find it more convenient to sl1ip it avvay. 

I 1va11t to guard against any ondcavoul' 
to bobter up a particular indu<;try by com
pelling a section of the community t.o pay au 
extra price for the mixed spirit. I do not 
think that tbo price of petrol 'rill ah,·a:,> 
keep at t ho pneoent level, but. there is no 
question that \vith the present mothocb of 
1nanufacturi11g power alcohol at Sarina thi,.; 
lL•gislatlun IYill n1can an i11crca~o in the 
price of petrol. 

The SECHETARY FOR PrBLIC \\' OTIKS : \Yhon 
the matter wa~ being investigated by your 
Government and the present GoYcrnment 
pL'lrol was 2s. 2d. per gallon. 

::\1r. :\lOORE: I know it was, and that 
nwdc a grt•at difference. I a.rn trying to 
point out that under lHl'Sent conditions the 
price asked for this alcohol \\·ill mean an 
!ncrease in the price which the people of 
Queensland vvill have to pay for the mixed 
spirit. Tht>re is no reason hy they should. 
There arc already enough bolstered indus
tries in Queensland. If through the lack of 
cffi('icnt u1arhincry power alcohol i<S costing 
60 per cent. more to produc:e than it othor
·wiso 8houlcl thPrc is no occasion why petrol 
users should be compelled to pa v for the 
inefliciency. ' 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \YoRKS: That 
does not follow at all. 

l'.Ir. ~\IOORE: I am only taking an ordin
ary con1mon~scnse view, ·which sho-ws that the 
price of petrol under this Bill will be 
increased by 10 per cent. l'ower alcohol is 
now costing h. lOd. per gallon in Brisbane. 
To this has to be added the cost of mixing 
lllant, storage, etc., and iE it is 1nixed \vith 
petrol which is being sold at ls. 3d. pe1· 
gallon, obviously there will be an increase 
in what the people will pay. If the sellers 

of motor spirit are to be compelled by law 
to absorb a certain an1ount of power alcohol 
the price of motor spirit must go up. and 
the people of Queensland will bave to pay 
an increased price per gallon in order that 
ono industry ill a particular place shall 
recciYe assistance. I quite achnit that the 
present power alcohol indmh·,- may be the 
pn~cnrsor of a very 111 uch bigger one. 

:\Ir. \V. T. KrxG: Do v-ou not \vant to 
:-up port the sugar industry:? 

Mr. MOORE: If the sugar industrv is 
going to rely for its existence on one little 
po,ye::_· alcohol factory at Sarina, thl'-~n it is 
time it went out. I would point out to the 
hon. 1nernber that the ~lini~ter hin::;;;el£ 
pointed out that it was not a question of 
rnanufacturing pO\vcr alcohol fron1 sugar, 
but of manufacturing it from sugar by-pro
ducts. wheat. maize, and potatoe.·. \Ye 
should devote our attention to the question 
whether the people of Queensland should 
lJe compelled to pay an increased price 
fOI' petrol, which everybody use·'· in order 
that one company should be a c~isted to pay 
for a 1nistake n1adc in the initial stages of 
its enterprise? If that is so, we are not justi
fi,,d in 'llpporting this Bill. \Ye are not 
justified in introducing a Bill \Yhich aims 
at ~o n1uch restriction and regulahon "'\vhcn 
it 1s po.ssible in one or t\jvo clauses to 
carr:- out what is desired by the Govern~ 
1nent. 

Another point to be considered is that 
at tllc present time we are recciYing as a 
contribution to n1ain roads COilf-truction a11d 
maintenance 2~d. per gallon on all petrol 
sold. For every extra gallon oE power 
alcohol sold we shall lose a contribution 
of 2~d. 

Mr. \Y. T. KING: But are we not building 
up a Queensland industry? 

:\lr. :\lOO RE : \Y c rna v lw. but not 
,,ccessa rih· so. The Sheil Company of 
"\L1stralia c Limitccl has ]wen a distri

·1Jntor of an adrnixtnre to ·wbiC'h rnuch 
puhli('ity has been giyen, but the result has 
been such that the company is taking out 
most of the pumps that yyere instalied to 
deal with that admixture. I haYo used 
it in n1y ov\~n car and have found it quite 
efficaciou~. What I do not "'ant to see is 
one company being bolstered up at the 
expense of the community if ~t. is not neccs
,;;:.ar~T· There is no occasion for it, because 
power alcohol can be made efficient!-'- and 
considerably cheaper than it is to-clay. Yet 
t·his Dill deals with one particular factory. 
In all the cumbersome machincrv that it 
is setting up, the Bill is going· ,~cry n1uch 
further than is necessary. It is important 
to remember that. because all those things 
lm YC to be paid for by t-he communit;·. 

Mr. O'KEEFE interjected. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. member is per
fectly happy in placing a burden upon the 
motorists of the community if it will bP of 
advantage to one particu-lar section. The 
company that has been mentioned is well 
able to stand on its own resources. Pos
sibly the capital of the United Distilleries 
Limited is equal to the revenue of Queens
land for two or three years. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Whv are :wu boosting up 
foreign industries? "\Yhy don't you go to 
America? 

'\1r. 1\IOORE: 
foreign industries. 

I an1 not boosting up 
I am not objecting to the 

Jlr. Moore.] 
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Bill. \Yhat I am objecting to is all the 
unnece'Sarv top~hamper in the Bill. I do 
not object· to the provision that each com
pany shall acquire so much power alcohol, 
but I do object to the Government's stipulat
ing 1Yl1at the adtnixturc shall be, holY 1nuch 
the oil companies shall sell. and how much 
shall be paid for the spirit. Tho"' are 
matters that could be regulated Ly the com
panies themselves. All the Government J](•ecl 
to ensur2 is that the Yarious oil cou1panies 
shall acquire a stipulated quantity of po;nr 
alcohol Cach year. Instead of doin!.t tlwt, 
the GoYernmCnt introduce ~a corn1;licated 
Bill of 110 value. If provision is made that, 
sa v, 1.000,000 gallons of power alcohol shall 
be' absorbed bv the various oil companies 
'earl,.,- that is ~sufficient. It is no conceTn 
0£ the GoYcrrnnent ,vhcthcr the cornpallil's 
sell it or not. I have not had the oppor
tunity of perusing the Bill, but from what 
the Minister has stated the Govermnent h<nc 
apparently taken a great deal of troub'1P 
to anticipate what 1nigbt den~lop at ~omP 
future period of time into a comidcrable 
industry. To-day we arc not. dealing \Vith 
that. aud it seems a pity that \\e should 
regnlatc and restrict to the extent fore
shadowed in this Bill in order to Cll"nre a 
result thnt could be secured rnore ea~ily. 

:\lr. FAD DE:\' (Euuu rl;;) [2.35 ru11.]: A 
one ',dso tepresent:-; a ~ngar ei('c:torate aud 
2l;:;o a:5 one 1Yho has takeu a keen intere~: 
in the possibilities of the pO\\Pr aleohul 
inclu~try as an industry for Australia, l 
v;dc01ne the Bill on general principles. 
n~cogni~e that, uHfortunatcly, the ~L'nti1nent 
of the average Au~tralian is ~nch that JH' 
has to be forced to become patriotic. H 
the po ,.e1· alcohol industry-which afiorcls ,, 
splendid opportunity to gi\'C a fillip to our 
agricultural industries and consequently ha~ 
great r)Qi3SilJilitiCS as an absorber Of Ulleln
ployec_l-is to be established on a national 
basis, 1t shonld be Pstablished on an efficieut 
ba::-i:- In cornpdling ,an adnTi-s:ture a,:-, 

bopl'd for uncler this measun•. the Gon•m
rueut are tnking HO llOYCl action. An1cr:ica. 
the }JO!ue of the 1nineral oil industl'y. 
bccanH; ::-o nerturbed in recent Y ar.s at tile 
grovnb of p~ower alrohol in forci.gn COllntrlt ; 
that ir:;:. Bureau of Industr"'? and Scil'llCl' 

~ent out a qupstionnairo to ~no fewer thau 
forty-nine countries regarding the n1anufne· 
tur(~ m1cl u:-;e of })O\.Ycr alcohol and a~kin&; 
for g·eneral lnfornHttion on the subject. r_rlJ,. 
replies \.\hi eh were n'ccived. and vvhich 
happily I lirl\·e in the form oi a pamphl c t 
is:3ned bY that bureau. shovv that in iiftccu 
COU11tricS at lea~t an adn1jxture is con1puho1 y 
b~: Jaw. I think it \YOU]Ll be of inlerc't 
tO hon. rnen1bcrs if I read sornl! , hort :<.tnn
D1ariL";; of H1e cnachnonts in sorne of tho;(~ 
countries-

'· Gcrrnnl(Y.-~.\leohol is produced in 
Cern1any chiefly fron1 potatoes. althoug:l1 
:-on1c i:-; obtained fron1 grains, lnoln.f'se'-. 
and snlphitc waste liquor. A :negligibh, 
an1ount is also obtair.cd synthel·icall·
fronl carbide arld by procc~s{ng of sa,,~_ 
dust. As in most countries which u~e 
alcohol for motor fuel, thP pwblem in 
Gennan"'' is to obtain sufficient quanti
tic, of alcohol of the JW0[1er qualitc·. 
There arc. ho\YCV0r, a nurnhcr of iradL'
rnarked brands on the market. snch a, 
· monopolim ' composed of 75 per cent. 
gasoline and 25 per cent. alcohol. 

'· France.-Certain legislation has been 
ree:er1tly enacted regulating the purchase 
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and mixture of alcohol with gasoline 
from 25 to 35 per cent. 

·' Italy.-A new decree of 9th Decem~ 
ber, 1931, however, was published in 
the ' Gazetla L.:fiiciale,' of 13th J anuan-. 
1932, and provides that sufficient alcoho'l 
99.6 degrees pure, shall be mixed wili1 
gasoline, at the rate of 21) per cent. by 
Yolume, to consume one~fourth of tho 
ammal domestic pl odnetion of alcohol 
which is to be set aside by the pro
clue ·rs of that purpm0. 

"Czecho-SloYakia.-Tho blend is corn· 
po•ed of 50 per cent. absolute alcohol, 
30 1wr cc·nt. ga:::,oli11e, and 20 per cent. 
Lcnzol, and is mixed lw 25 .alcohol distil 
lcrie•. · 

'' Austria.-In the CYent that tho 
alcohol price becorucs higher, rnrxing h 

not compubory. The percentage of tlw 
alcohol in the Llencl is left to the di·' 
cretion of thn }I i nist ~ r, \vith the ~ti llU~ 
lation that it contain not more than 
25 per cent. alcohol. 

·' Hung·ar.v.-The alcohol is ;old by tho 
all ohol monopoh. the \:a tional Alcohol 
TratEng Cornpany. and is n1ixed with 
gasoline in accoi·dancc with the royal 
de,'ree of 1929, which makes it eompn l~ 
sory for all g·a;oline of 0.735 degree. 
~pccific gra Yity or over. to be 111ixf'd 
with alcohol at tlH' rate of 20 per cent. 
alcohol at;cl 80 per cent. ga:;;ollne. 

" Lahia.-In crcler to help the agri~ 
cultural industl'y a ia\Y was pa>Sed \Yhich 
l'l'Cprires thaJ nil gasoline, kero."enc'. 
benzoL or other liquid fuels used fo;· 
internal con1bnstlon engine.;;; n1nst be 
mixccl with absolute alcohol to be pur~ 
chased from the State Alcohol l\1ono
!1oly. The proportion of the mixture 
must b.• 25 per cent. absolute alcohol and 
75 per cent. gasoline. 

'' Swedcn.-Tl1i 1notor alcohol i:3 n::.ixetl 
with ga~,allne in the proportion of 25 
per cent. by l.Yf'ig·ht of motor alcohol 
l,f?J.5 pC-'1' CPllt. !Hlre) and 75 }JPl' CC!llt. 
gn·olinr. 

'· Chile.--The Jlf•rcontago of aLohu! 
nlu;;;.t not l>c le~s than 10 :nor n1orc than 
25 per cent. 

·' Drazil.-There is also compulsion 
,,·hich i;;; on tlF· rnoderate b~~sis that it 
Jnu:::;t uot be lPS:-'i than 5 per ceut. alcohol. 

''Philippine hlanck~-Thcy nrc re~ 
f)nirecl to HlCJ rkct a fnel · kllO\Yll as 
' ga:-onaL' and 11ower alcohol n1ust bC> 
part of that achnixtnro. 

" Argcntina.-The large~ 11roducing :,nd 
refining industry has so far been succe.":l~
ful in forestalling an;, legislaiion to cmn
pd me of motor fuel substitute.~, and. 
except in :;;orue sortlons, \vhcrc .a negli
gjble illliount of alc·ohol wa~ n1ixecl ,,,itft 
ga· 0line lrv indiYidual u~er;;;. the ntotori~ts
ha YO llOt , dL c.ired the ~ubst.itnte fuels.'' 

That goes to show the absolute necessity 
that Anstmlia should provide for a satis
factory achnixturc• in order to give the c"sen
tia! impetus to a local industry. That pmH•r 
alcohol can be snecc~,:-.fullv n1anufn.ctured i·; 
bc-vonc! anv doubt whalcYC>t'. The Common~ 
wealth Institute• of Science and Industry
,,hich benme the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research-as far back as 1918 
lTCommrndecl that this matter be inyesti
gatecl very seriously from a national point 
of view. It also reported on the matter 
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at ~ later date, but up to the present nothing 
ha~ been done. Our agricultural indu~tr1es 

re in such a po,ition that a fillip such "' 
rnight be given by the introduction of po·~ver 
alcohol in the home market would be yery 
acceptable. ProfP~·sor Lewis, an . cn1ine~1t 
British authority, lecturing on fuels In Apnl, 
1930. at the Institute of Engineers, London, 
stat<•cl-

" It i' to alcohol, and .alcohol alone, 
to which posterity will have to turn for 
a fuel, and the sooner th1s fact JS 

nco[(ni,ed and the full force of cxperi
men·;, is turned on the problems of the 
alcohol motor the better. The German 
Go,·crnn1L'nt ha:-, hov.;cvcr, realised thP 
vast future that alcohol as a fud hac 
1·-;for<e it, and is fully aware of its 
unli1nitell po.~sibilities.'' 

The Amtralian h··titute of Science am! 
Inclu-trv, in Rnl!P!in 1\o. 6, 1918, stated-

·' The dependence of Australia on out
side sources for her supply of mineral 
oik and especially of those lighter oils 
\Vhich arc~ suitable for use in internal 
c:on1bustion engines, is a n1atter to which 
attention has been directed for a nurnber 
of Year~:. 

"~Since the outbreak of \Yrrr Australia 
has been able to scclJ,rc .a supply of 
mineral oils sufficient to meet her needs, 
but in Yie\v of the incrensing shortage 
of shipping and the large demands for 
petrol in connection with the war, Aus
tralia mav at auv tin1e be throvvn on 
her owu ,:,sonrces" for supplies of liquid 
fuel. "\s opposed to her dcl1ciencies in 
.-upp'y of natural oil fuels Australitt has 
tlw nch·antagc oYer nu1ny other ccun~ 
ales in the necessary el0n1ents for the 
nrodurtion of ra·w materials which can 
be used as a ~ource for the rnanufa{;ture 
of alcohol. The world is using the exist
lug ;;;upply of nJinP~al oils faster t?-an 
chc rate of productwn. Some medmm 
fur the conYenicnt application of the 
<un·s PncrQ·y other than the mineral oil 
dcpo:<:its. ,~~hich take geological ages to 
for•11. "·ill won become nece·sary. Such 
a rncdium exists jn those crop~ which 
contain ~ugar and starch, fron1 \vhich 
alcohol can be nroduced bv human 
ngenc.Y in annual~ rotation fl:orn inex~ 
haLtstible "upplics. The de\'Cloprnent of 
the rultiYation of crops for the rnanufac
turo of pow<'r alcohol is likol.v to play 
au irnporbnt or eyen e"Pntial part in 
a complete agTicultural polir~. It rnny 

·lead to the cultivation of areas unsuited 
for other crops. and nut.y as:-i::;t in tho 
diycr~if-i~at.io~ of the agriculttn~~tl indus-
1 ry. Certain crops gro·wn as raw 
1natcrial for the rnanufacturc of alcohol 
could be used as stock feo·rl. 
, "As rpgards the engine problem, 
irn·estigations in Anwric1, Gennany, and 
France, and experimc11ts carried out in 
).I0lbourno hv tho c~)n1nlittcf~. shoY'/ con
clusiYelv that alcohol can be user] with 
t•ntir0 -~uccc~s in internal rornbustion 
Pnr.(inc~. There are no diff-icu1ties :in the 
c1P~i_r~n of efficiPnt alcohol Pngines, and a 
fairlv high degree of dliciPncy can be 
obtain er! with alcohol, in existing petrol 
engines if certain alterations are made 
to thcn1." 

In 1927 the Council for Scientific and Indus
trial Research had this to say-

" 1t is well known that Australia is 
practically entirPly dependent on outside 

wurces for her supply of liquid fl.[els, and 
particularlv for those fuels suitable for 
use in the internal cornbustion engine. 
This position is very unsatisfactory eyen 
in ti1nes of peace, but in times of enlcr
genry it bccorncs positively danget·ous. 
Moreoyer, in Yicw of the probable world
\Yicle irnpending shortage of pctrolcnn1. a 
considerable amount of discussion has 
already taken place in the United States, 
from which country a Ycry largo propor
tion of Australian liquid fuel is derived, 
as to the desirability of prohibiting 
export& altogether." 

It is opportune to mention the absolute 
dependence of Australia on imported motor 
spirit, irrespectin; of the prices charged. 
The foil m; ing table shows the prices of 
in1ported Arnerican petrol in the years nlen
tionecl:-

1908 
1917 
1918 

Per gallon~ 
s. d. 
1 0 
3 0 
3 6 

Last April it was sold at 2,,, 2d. per gallon; 
but owing to a war lwtwecn the oil interests 
the price for petrol to-day i,, the lowf'st for 
many yc.ar,. The p<'ople of Quepnsland mnst 
not be• misled by that low price le\·cl, and 
they nlltst not consider it as anything like 
pcnnarH'nt. It. ctumot be considered at a 
price comparable with that which in the 
futuro will be the economic price of a blended 
spirit containing at least 10 per cent. of 
alcohol and not more than 90 per cent. sccoml
grade spirit. 11he ruling price of petrol i.-J 
low to-day owing to the d(~slrc of the rnajor 
nil interests to continue their monopoly of 
t!Je Australian oil supplies, which they haYo 
held for many years. 

Fr01n a national point of Yic,,- the tin1e is 
long oYordue \Yhcn the people of Australia 
took the matter into their mYn hands and 
did a3 nntch as tlwv possibly could to rnake 
us~' of ihe markt' 1 ' that al~·cad'" ('Xish for 
power alcohol. \Ye- n1ust not ~lc.._•eiYl' our
Sl'lYes in olJr desire to establi~h a pOVYE'r 
alcohol industry. \Ve must sen that it is 
ntablishcd as an efficient industn-. \Ye hayo 
l'nough inefficient. industries i;1 "\ ustralia, 
tc-da_;-, That is one cause of the trouble in 
,,-hich we fine! oursch·es. Should the power 
alcohol industry be establisher!. it must be 
' .. t·•blished at the minimum of cost am! the 
rnaximurn of efficie-ncy. In any rcg·ulations 
the GoYornrnent mako under this Biil they 
should see that en•ry step taken will safe
guard the industry by insisting on efficiency~ 
The pricP of the rnixtnre 111ust- not- b0 undulv 
inrrea--ed with a desire to place the powc'r 
alcohol industr.T on a proper basis. 

I 1nak0 a concrete ~nggestion to the :Jtlinis~ 
tor in charge of the• Bill. The Tullv mill 
this seawn has 11,000 tons of sugar owr its 
P('ak production. It will have to export that 
f'Ugar-thro\Y it into a ":\~o. 2 pool.·· I 
urge upon the Government the nccr~sitv of 
establishing a powel' alcohol distillcn: in 
conjunction \Yith tfw Tullv mill. The fariJJPJ'' 
who arc united as a co-Opcratiye a:;:.~ociati~u: 
,-culd control tho industn- and conduct 
onerations upon the latest· 'cientific line ... 
.:-Jot only would the surplus of 11.000 ton .. of 
sugar b,, converted ir,to power .alcohol. but 
also most of the difficqlties of tho inclustrv 
in the matter of cane assignments there would 
be oyercome. Land now lying i-dle but suit
'' blc for the prodl!ction of sugar-cane would 
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bP brought under production for the growing 
of Cl'OllS to be used in the nHnntfactnn~ 
of power alcohol. The oxpcnditur·e of 
£50,000 on the establishment of an up-to
date distillery in conjunction with the 
Tulle· sngar mill would be a. flea bite as 
compared \vith the expenditure of £100,000 
npon a Govermnent building in lhe city of 
Brisbane. It would give a considerable 
impL·tus to iudustry. It would create confi· 
denrc in the 1ninds of the agriculturists of 
the State~a feeling that is fast slipping 
a way. It. would create confidence in the 
.sug;r industry, and indicate that the Govern
Inent ·were sincere in their desire to solve 
the problems of the industry. It would 
prm-idc the motorists of Queensland with 
an efficient rnotor spirit at a minimum cost, 
because it \\·ould be produced on the latest 
scic11tlJic linPs. 

In the distillation of power alcohol atten
tion need not bo concentrated upon its pro
tioll fro1n ~ugar-calle; ''ve should also turn 
our attention to its rnanufacture from rnaize, 
potatoe~, arrowroot, cassava, and other agri
cultural produets. There is plenty of scope 
for the energies of the Minister in the 
establishment of this industry on a proper. 
sound, efficie11t, and economic basis. 

:ur. KE:\'2\''t (Cook) [2.52 p.m.]: As a 
reprcsentati,-c of a sugar area I an1 natur
ally Yerv interested iu the Bill. but l am 
not prej)ared to say just what· will be its 
effect upon the sug·ar industry or upon the 
n1otoring con1n1un1ty until l ~haYe given it 
careful consideration. I admit that it is 
desirable that a Bill be introduced to 
encourage the manufacture of pO\Yet" alcohol 
for tho use of our people, and I hope that 
it will be effective. I also hope that it will 
result in bringing a considerable amount of 
idle land nntier production. I a1n vita1l:-
intorcsted in the maize industry because a 
considerable quantity of maize "is produced 
in the Tolga district in my electorate. A 
local market is not available for the whol!l 
of thcl output, and a considerable quantity 
must be exported to the other States and 
other countries. If the manufacture of pmver 
alcohol is c 't8,blished upon an economic basis 
it \Yill probablv result in a considerable 
expansion in the maize industrv for the 
production of power alcohol. In view of 
that fact I am very anxious that the Dill 
should be as effective as possible and that 
the regulations to be issued thereunder \Yill 
not destrov the ind nstrv once it has been 
E''tab]i,hecf l realise that it is undesirable 
for any industry_ to be E''tablished upon an 
artificial basis. The Governn1ent ~hould con
sider the matter from every angle so that 
the industry will not collapse of its own 
weight after it has been established. 

If one can judge from the remark~. of 
the ::VIinistor the most important part of 
the Bill is that which contains the n·i4ula
tion-making· power. It therefore will be 
difficult for hon. members to discus, the 
Bill in an intelligent way because '"" will 
be unable to anticipate the minds of the 
:\Iinisters who will be responsible fo;· thP 
promo1gation of the regulations. \Yhllst I 
whole-heartedly agree that the Dill should 
be introduced, I am also anxious that it 
should not be spoilt by the regulations made 
under it. It would be wise to outline the 
whole proposal in the Bill so that the people 
at large would be able to judge the matter 
for themsel,-es. 'Cnless we take everv care 
at the beginning·, the results may be" detri-
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ntental, not only to the sugar industr.v hut 
also to the maize anLl other industries that 
tnay ha Ye econon1ic posAibilities under the 
Bill. "The regulations may be framed in 
such a \Yay as to n1ake it itnpo.,sib1c for 
the industrv to expand. I prefer not to 
discuss this· Bill further until I have had 
an opportunity of fully perusing it. \Yhen 
the 11ini·':·ter tnake3 hjs second rra.dtng 
2oeech he should 1nake it plain what Cabiw~t 
,;r he has in mind. If the desire is to 
build up the power alcohol industry in order 
to provide assistance to the sugar. 1naize, 
"·heat. and potato industries then I will be 
behind him " 100 per cent.." and wiah t1im 
eYery success in his objectiYe. 

Mr. TOZER (Gyrnpie) [2.55 p.m.]: This 
Dill seems to be absolutely Jlt<stiiird and. 
up to a ccrtau1 extent. advant agcon.s to 
Queensland. If by the lbC of power alcohol 
\Ye can further dcye]op the sugar. 111a1zf\ 

\Yhcat, and potato iHdu;-)tries and create 
employment to absorb our unemployed. then 
the Government are justified in bringing 
down the Bill, but we desire to know con
siderabh· more about it than we do at pre
sent. It is true that the :Yiinic,tN explained 
the object of the Bill, but he dwelt on three 
pojnts on \Yhich I ea11noi agree with hin1. 
He first said that it would be gm·ertH'cl bv 
the regulation'" to be issued by the GoYerilor 
in C_;oun<'il. I al\vavs understood that an Act 
O"OYcrned the regulations. If we a1·c to ha YC 
~ Bill go\7 erned by regulations, I au1 againi't 
it because we do not haYe a chaucc to 
ft:an1c, or eYcn consider tho::w regulation~. 
\Yhen thev are tabled we shall Le in much 
the sarne ~posi6on as we are in connection 
with tho regulations issued under the State 
Transport Bill. The Opposition mu't accqJt 
the rcgulation~S irnn1cdiatcly they arc i~sucd 
by the GoYernment. 

rrhc ~econd point on which do not agn:e 
with the 2\linister i~ the proyisiou enacting 
a n1inimun1 fine of £20 and a 1naxinH1n1 
fine of £200. I haYe no objection to the 
ruaximum_ fine, bccau~e a nHlgistrate Y;ews 
such a proYision as an indication that the 
Legislature looked upon ::-uch an of-fence as 
serious, and concludes that he i·s bound 
to inflict a heavy fine. \Yhcn a minimum 
fine of £20 i;;; set" do\Yl1

1 
howt~ver, the Inagis

trate ha5 110 power to inflict a fine below that 
amount, irrespective of the circurnstances. 
I had an illustration of the effect of tlw 
enactment of a minirnun1 fine in a recent 
case. Two boys living close to a timber 
reserYc accepted work from a man to fall 
a tree for posts and rails. There was no 
fence delineating the boundary of the 
reserYe. The tree \Yas valued al 9s. Thev 
cornmcnced work ar1d a ranger subsequPntl~· 
appeared on the scene. r:rhe boys were appre
hended and charged \Vith stealing timber, 
and notwith&tanding that both wero unem
ployed they were lined £5 each. the mini
n1un1 mnount prescribed by the regulations, 
or one rnonth"s in1prisonn1ent in Brisbane 
gaoL That is an instance of an unreasonable 
law. If a similar case occurred under this 
Dill the magisuate "ould ha Ye no discretion 
to inflict a fine 1o\Yer than the 1nininnun. 
\Yn arc not cognisant of the facts that n1ay 
surround t~Ycry offence. 

I understood that the Gov·ernment ha<l no 
intention of imposing fresh taxation during 
the current financial year, but a:rno~t eyer:: 
Dill they introduce contains provisions for 
new ljccnse fees to be imposed by reguLa
tion. \Ye do not know \vhat these fees will 
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be. They will be paid in the first instance 
by the licensee, \Yho will pass the impost on 
to pPtrol users. 

I "·onld like to know also whether a 
monopoly 1s to be granted to the Sarina 
factory? Ii it is, I am opposed to the 
measure. If, howeYer. an equal opportunity 
v,·ill be giYen to ail, then that will be 
quite fair. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC 'WoRKS: I can 
as:-.ure you we are not goi11g to giYc a 
monopoly to any company. 

.'VIr. TOZER: Furthermore, the suppl:;· of 
po•.ycr alcohol should not be rc,tricted to 
the sturar industry. Other agricultural indus~ 
tries :1:11a v also be lvorthv of consideration. 

I dwu.ld also like to 'know if the admix
ture of power alcohol with petrol will mean 
an increase in the price to the consumer. 
That would not be \Yise, because although the 
price of petrol has recently been reduced 
it is still not as low as in other parts of 
the world. Of course, if the lldmixtnre is 
sold at no increased price then it "ill be 
good business for the countr]·. It will cer
tainly le'8en the amount of imported petrol, 
on which of course we haYe to pay duty. 
ThPl't:>fore, if ,ye canuot di,;rover oil in this 
country, ·we n1ust concentrate on the ncxr 
be~t tlJillg-nnrnc'ly, fJO'-'"C'l' alcohol. In t!1i~ 
connt.;:ction it is interostiug to note the steps 
ll1at nre being t<1kcn in ~o:ne- cuuntrie!". to 
t__xrract petrol- frmn coal. \.Ye- ha-..;c oxt' n
'iH· coal field' in t/Lll'elhla,,c] and if w 
could utilise coal for the p•·oc!Lletion of 
petrol ''-'8 would stirnulato the ('oal n1iuing 
indnstry and provide a great deal cf Cl11ltloy
Hlrnt. ::'\ot only that; it \YOuld also be 
exccilcnt bnsine2S for Quccn,land. 

Lntil IYO haYo an opportun1t~- to pertL~o 
the Bill we cannot deal with the matte,· in 
detail. From what the :Minister has stated 
the Bill will be a fairlv long- one. I hope 
it \rill be for the !Jenefit of Queensland and 
that its enact1nent 1vill not result in an 
increased price for petrol or in incre:~eecl 
taxation in anv IYaY. Let the GoYenunent 
do all they can· to a;·oicl extra taxation. 

Qnestion-" That the resolution (Jir. 
Dntct'F:! motion) be agreed to )'-put and 
pa8'ccl. 

ThP IIonse rcsun1cd. 
The CHAIR~L<K reported that the Commit

tee had come to a i·esolntion. 
Resolution agreed to. 

FIRST READIKG. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. I-I. A. Bruce, The Tableland) pre
sented the Bill, and rnO\·ed-

" That the Dill be no-- read a first 
time." 

Qnestion put and pasc-ed. 
Second r' ading of the Dill made an Order 

of the Day for to-n1orrow. 

CITY OF BRISR\:\E ACTS Ai'vlEI\D
MENT BILL. 

SECOND RK\DEG-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Question stated-" That the Bill be now 
read a second ti1ne ''-

::Vh. NL'\IMO ( O.clr y) [3.6 p.m.]: For the 
life of me I cannot understand why the 
GoYemment sl10uld introduce this Bill 
allegedly to improYC the leg-islation de a ling 
with the city of Brisbane. :\'o one can deny 

that the amending legislation enacted by 
the :\rlo01·e GoYernment had a very beneficial 
effect on the financial position of the city. 
The result was in striking contradistinction 
lo tho period when the affairs of the council 
were administered by representatives elected 
on the adult franchise. I think the title 
of the Bill now under discussion might well 
be " A Bill to end ea YOur to secure the 
election of Labour roprC'sentatiYes for the 
citv of Brisbane." That seems to me to be 
its- object. The owner-occupier franchise 
was a just one, bnt no one can say that 
the proYision in this Bill is fair or reason
:-.ble. Rather dor s it penalise people who 
!w.ve built up the city to its proseut po.,ition. 

At one period 1n our history GoYe_rn
Hll'nts attcudcd to all n1attcrs <"ffcctu1g 
loc~tl affair:), i1wludi11g roads, bridge."'. and 
other Inatter ~ thnt are now controll(•d by 
1nuuicipal authoritir•s. Governtnent~. iu 
order to gc•t rid of uiany of tllcir obliga
tirms "ud cccing that quantities of land hacl 
been bought by_ priYate owners .. th1·eys . the 
Lmrdt'n of loolong after n1uniupa.l aflau·3 
on to the ratepay<>rs themsehes. They 
clcctrd frorn a1nongst theu nurnbcr U'l'tH111 

tuen to di2chargc tho;;;p fuuctioH'3 and expend 
the HlOllCV 1vhich tlH~y coatribt.ttc'd foe 
in1proving ·the cities. towns, and ~hires. in 
\i·hich thcv lived. Great \YOrk \Ya~ calTll'd 

out lrv thC r11en who rhus were elected~ and 
-\,:Lq felt it \~·as an honour to be- cJH -'en UJ 

repre~ent their fcll0 1 \'S. 11uch good \York 
was carri'-·cl out gratuitously by thcrn, and 
the wonderful work theY did for the )Jeople 
stands to-dav to the~ir credit. l~p to 
the tilne wl1eu the Socialif::t Government. 
obtained po1ver iu Quccn~la nd ra tr.-; ;vere 
l'C'asonable and the rhirs were rnanagecl very 
well Tl1e Hon1e Secretarv Siuiles, but no 
on~. can gainsay that fac~. I woul{.l ask 
any ratepayer of i.11e oty of Br1:-baue 
1vhethcr hi~ 1·atc-- were not reasonable up to 
thL' tin1c the SPciali:-3LS a;;;sunu'J control of 
tlw Trcasurv benche rrh8V natnrally estab
]i:-,hed aduit franchise a'nd pa_v1ncnt of 
rClJl'e:'entativc:~. Frorn. that rwr1ocl ratt_,·~ 
bounded ah9ad so raplCll_y that n:en who 
struggled to bccmne O'Yners of t.heu ho1ne3 
could hardlv liYe in then1 O\Ylng to tho 
amount the;- had to pay for rates-to-day 
they are paying a rent in th( forrn of rate·-; 
for the homes they liYc in. 

BY the pa"ing· of this Dill cYery person 
t"·ciltY-one vears of Ftgc and over \Yill bo 
Pntitled to \·ote. and such per~oPs can out
vote the property owners and others v.-1-::o 
haYe to find the money. Although \\'e recog
nioe that it is the object of the GoYernment 
to makP conditions · uch that Labour will 
,ccur0 control of the Brisbane City Conn<>il. 
th-::' CJU0~t)on arises 1Yhctlwr l:ht>y will 
mccee~l. I ;;ay definitely, " Xo." becam. 
it is an establi-hccl feet that people \Ylio 
Yotc- Labour at a State elpction will not 
vot,, for La.bonr 1nuricinal council ca:Jdi
datcs. They recogni~e t'hat the E1Cn "\Ybo 
h::tYe been rctnrncd a3 Labour rcprc:-;cnta
tiYes to the cit-,~ council sin1plv pander to 
the employees ~f th.e council; "thc-y simply 
hunt for popularity in order to gPt retnrned 
for a further tcnn a~ paicl rr'pre;;;entaiiYc~. 
For th".t reacon the Labour Party haYe no 
hope of being returned with a majority to 
the Brisbane City Council. 

The Ho~JE SECRET.IRY: There is nothing to 
worry about. 

~fr. I\I::VB10: I am not worrying ahont 
it. ·what I am trying to driye home is tho 

Mr. Nimmo.] 
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absolutely unjust votin~ power which has been 
gin::n to people who have no interest as to 
\rhether the citv is solvent or insolvent. \Vo 
ought to encuu"rage people to buy property 
and make their homos here, but with the 
huge rates \Yhich are already imposed on 
Brisballe cit)· properties and the possibility 
of a Labour council being returned under 
the adult franchise--

The HO:l!E SECRETARY: You just said there 
was no hope of a nwjority of Labour IllCDl

ber» being returned. 

CYir. :;:\IMMO : That is so. but there is that 
possibility. Are people likely to face the 
possibility of the rates getting to such a 
height that eventually there will be confisca
tion·: The Labour l'arh would be able to 
nationali~c a,ll propert}: in Brisbane, as 
the rates are at such a stage as to an1ount 
almost to confiscation. I ask the Home 
Secretary if lw thinks it just that a person 
who has been in the city for only one month 
:-:;hould ha V{~ a YOte '? Such n1cn n1a v ha Ye no 
intention of making this their permanent 
home. They have the right to vote and to 
say \Yho the representatives shall be who 
will expend the money contributed by the 
O\Ynerc; of the property in the city. If the 
:-.Iini:-'tCl' alls\vered truthfullv he \YOuld cer~ 
iaiuly say, ·• No. the provl'sion is unju~t." 
Concessions should be given only to those 
people who pay the piper. Enm in Russia, 
\Yhere the socialistic idea is carried ou·~ in 
its entirety, only those who work are entitled 
to ration tickets. Even there they have to 
fall back on the capitalictic idea of giving 
ro" ard for services. The people who do the 
work of building the city here are those who 
should be entitled to the vote. The Govern
ment sav that everv adult should have a 
\"Otf'. Do they can·~r out that principle in 
their ov,n ranks'? A man cannot get a job 
in Qncens1alld unless he has a union ticket, 
or goes out into the rural districts and 
se(·urcs a job on a farm. Preference to 
nnioni:sts prevails. The pO"'·session of a union 
ticket does not mean that the holder is a 
first-class \VOrker or that he is an excellent 
tradesman. It guarantees nothing of that 
kinc:. It merelv indicates that the holder 
i" a u dinkqm" "'unionist, and has paid his 
money to party funds or the maintenance of 
unioniem. Onlv the workers who take out 
union tickets b;ve rights; only if they are 
financi a! ha vc they the right to vote at the 
c kction of officers of that union. 

A GovERX:llENT ME:IlBER: You know noth
ing about it. 

3.lr. NIMJ\10: I would not know as much 
as the hon. rnemhcr who has been a union 
secretary and owes his scat in Parliament 
to that qualification. In a plebiscite for the 
selection of a candidate for the partv of the 
Minister, do they allow everyone t"o vote? 
No. They allow only the financial members 
of the unions that privilege. Members find 
it pretty hard to get a, vote. They have to 
prove en;r,·thing up to the hilt, and I have 
been told that some of them hardly kno\v the 
name in which they have to record their 
votes. \Yho are ailowcd to vote for the 
election of representatives on the boards 
controlling the egg pool, the wheat pool. and 
other similar pools'! The suppliers of the 
eggs, the wheat or other products sent to 
I he pools. According to the Minister's argu
ment, the consumers should have the right 
to vote for the representatives on these 
rt•spective boards. Then we have the hospi-

[2Jilr. Nirnrno. 

tals boards, which the Home Secretary 
administers. According to the argument put 
fon\'ard bv the member;; of the Govermnent. 
in advancing the present Bill the public should 
be entitled to vote for the representatives 
on such boards. Hm\·c,·cr, we find that the 
Govcrnrncnt are autocratic, and tho Borne 
Secretary knovvs that son1e of the reprcscnta" 
tivc.s appointed by 1he Govcrun1ent to 
hospital boards do not give satisfaction to 
lhe people of the various district''· 

Parliament itself is elected on the adult 
franchise. There may be justification for 
that course. for the reason that Parliament 
has the right to tax every individual in the 
State, but the city council can tax only the 
peop1e who havo land. The council cannot 
tax the individual. From that point alone 
the Minister should reconsider his Bill and 
allow only thoee to vote who h.a vc struggled 
to make their homes in the city and p1·ovicle 
th~ finance necessary to n1aintaln it. 

The policy of the Labour Party has alway> 
been to borrow and squander. That \\ ili 
continue if a Labour conn('il is rct<Jrned to 
pO\ver in the city of Brislmne. It will 
~iruply borrovv and Equandcr as rnuch n101H'.1' 

as it po~sibly can. During fourteen year.:::: 
of office in Qnccnsbncl the Labour c;o, err
ment rnoeu than doubled onr natio~lal debt. 
and the sarrw unenviable record vvjll Lw 
built up in the Brisbane City Council if 
Labour is returned. In .a Yerv slwrt tinh~ 
D\Vllers of houses in Brisbane will be unable 
to vay the rates on their dwelling ;-;itcs. 
ln n1anv suburbs land Yalue~ haYe been 
boosted "by the expcndi tu re of loan money 
to such a high level that in some case' 
24-perch allotments carry a ,-aluation of 
£600. It is utterly impo"ibh' for a \VOl kin~· 
man on such ,an allotment to sell his home 
at a reasonable figure-the high rates pre
vent him. He is compelled to 11ay ratf ~r 
1s. 3d. in the £1 on a £600 valuation. L 
it financially poosiblc for him to do so? 

I have obtained some information to sho·.> 
the position of certain counties in the old 
country following upon a change to adulr 
suffrage. In the Shire of Godstone, Surrey. 
England, the first loan, one for £906. \Ya' 
ntised as far back as 1900. The whole 
an1ount had berm repaid by 1913, leaving 
that local authority without any loan 
indebtcdneS'.. From 1913 to 31st :\larch. 
1929, the loan indehtedne" of that local 
authority had grown to £436.939, necesst
tating eig·ht times the staff to attend to 
rtdministrative rnattel'S. Rates had bt'Pll 
incneased to such a high level that t!to 
people were unable io carry on and the 
population decreased hy 10,000. During the 
period from 1913 to 1929, they v·erc driwn 
frorn their district, 1-imply llccause 1ltf' 

aldermen in control pandered for the in•c
sponsible "flapper vote '' exercised bY 
people ,~·ho were anxious to secure -t:J::e 
greatest amount of benefit and the greatest 
amount of pleasure. The aldermen did not 
encoura~c the people to be thrifty and to 
ray their wav. 

I strongly object to the introduction of 
politics into municipal life. Party 
politics were unheard of m municipal 
affairs prior to the a(hcnt of a Labour 
Government to office. I have been asso
ciated with two local authoritie'L Some of 
the members of those councils held La bonr 
1·iews. Tbev were not elected because ol 
the views th"ey held, but because they wcr_· 
good citizens. No politica) ticket was run, 
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but to-day the Labour Party ha~ a local 
goYcmment political platform for the ,,-ho]., 
of Qucenslalill. It. broadcast a considerable 
amount of political literature during the 
last local elections throughout the State. l 
hold in mv hand a pamphlet issued by tlw 
LaLour Party in one of tho Northeru elec
torates of the State. It says-

" Vote for this candidate and we will 
guarantee good wages to council 
employees. Hence good peices and more 
n1oncy ;;;pent in your district." 

\Yho were to pay the good wages? That 
burdcu \'1: as to be borno by the ratepayers, 
aucl a debt was to be loaded on to their 
property for the future. The pamphlet 
further states-

" Reme-mber, a council without Labour 
rcprc'entation yyj]! mean that the A.L.l'. 
iufluencc with the Labour Government 
\,-ill be lost." 

Is that not lovely? 
" Vote Labour. :Money is scarce. See 

that vou have a council to secure somE' 
to build up yonr district. Without 
this rc11resentation you pcnali,,e your 
di,trict and the local unemployed." 

Wilat .a terrible state of affairs in poiitical 
life. That circctlar was issued lr.- the 
:\iarceba Branch of the Australian Labour 
Party over the signature of " P. I{i1loran, 
secretary." It was printed by the 
·' \Yorkcr" :'\ewspaper Proprietary Limited, 
Eliza.bdh StrePt, Brisbane. The branch 
oulcl l!Ot afford to circula le the mouev in 

ov. n district but l1ad to send it to Dris
wherc the pamphlet was printed. 

:Ur. SPEAKER: Order~ I ask the hon. 
me1nbcr to colJTiect his rmnarks with the BilL 

:\Ir. NI:\IMO : I connect mv remarks with 
the Bill in this manner: 'rhe men who 
i--suecl this circular were appealing for the 
>nffragPs of the electors under the Local 
Anthoritiec· Acts. and if this Dill becomes 
laiY we can take, it that sirnilar propaganda 
will be used. The local goyernment plat
fonn of hon. lllC'rnhrrs oppoi:.ite. for E'xanlp]c, 
pro\~ides for the erection of free ho1nes 
for the unemployed. They will be built at 
rho expense of the ratepayers ! That is an 
additional expense ratepayers can look for
ward to if the citizens of Brisbane return a 
Labonr council. 

In this Bill provrsron is still withheld 
for llw holding of a poll to authorise the 
city council to borrow n1oney for a spPcial 
\Yorks policy. 

:\1 r. WATERS : Your parh had the oppor-
tunity of granting that. " 

:\1r. '\T:\E\10: The :\loore GoYCrnmcnt 
inserted that ono of the Ac1·:-), 
bnt I prefer giYon to the 
principle in local authori-

Ir be undPl' thi~ Bi11 
alclormon to be elected notwith>tanrling 

tht'~- do not O\Vll a ~ing](• ~t lck of 
property in Brisbane. That principle is 
ab:'3olntely \Yrong. TJ1crc is no iustlce jn 
it. These men YYould bo returned foe the 
.:pc·ific purpo:-.e of 0x.pcnding n1onev con
crilmtccl by the property owners. I per
:=·onall~- fa\·our giving only the property 
o··:ncr and occupier a vote in local goYcrn
l!lent Plections bccausr. these onlv contribute 
to the payment of y·ates. To giYe Yot'ls to 
nrr:·:-:p(m~ib1o men, n1en sleeping in parks, 
aud persons resident only five or six \VCC'ks 

in the city, and thus enable them to deter·
mine who shall be elected to the Brisbane 
City Conncil is absolutely wrong. The hold
ing of local goyernnlent election::; 011 a 
popular franchise giYes no guarantee that 
the most competent men will be elected. 
The most eloquent soapbox orator has the 
best chance. He may have very little brains, 
but because he is a good speak< r he can 
put the issues before the electors in a way 
which camouflages them. Under the popular 
sv·-tem of election we have heard oandidates 
t;andcring for support by making great pro
mises, including easy ti1nes for the council 
employees. Mr. Lang, the ex-PrcmiCl' of 
KPw South \Ya:cs. >Yhcn considering pro
posals before the Loan Council, said that r, 
number of elections had shortly to be fought, 
and that the policy of the Loan Council 
yvould deprive some candidates of theie most 
powerful weapon, because the man who could 
tcil the best tale had the biggest chance. vYe 
are all agreed that this is what took place 
at the last State election. The promise 
made bv the Government to borrow 
£2.500.000 "worked the oracle." That pro
n1ise \Vas mado \vithout anv intention of 
its being carried out. 'Gnclor a sv.tn:n o[ 
popular voting most of the local government 
elections will be fought on tl1osc lines 

It would have been better had this Ilill 
provided for nineteen and not for twenty 
aldermen. There are nineteen rotwesenta
tives of the metropolitan area in the State 
Parliament. If the State electmates w•cre 
adopted as the electorates for the Brislane 
City Council elections the expense of having 
>eparate rolls would be obYiated. EYen at 
this late hour the Minister should give s01:1e 

consideration to this sug·gcl:ltion, on the scale 
of economy. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: That was the basic> 
of electing aldermen to the city council until 
your GoYermnent altered it. 

:Yir. :'\IMMO : I do not sa v that the 
GoYernment which I supported' noYer clid 
anything wrong-, but the hon. gentleman 
cannot clain1 that his Governn1ent have done 
everything that is right. That does not 
detract fron1 the soundness of rny suggestion. 

A great rni:;:take is being made in pro
Yiding that the! ma.vor shall be elected "'' 
a popular vote. The directors of a com
panv ('lecz, a::- their chuirnn:tn a n1a11 in 
1vho~11 they can plhce the utino:st confiden-2e 
-a llHlll ·who 1vill carrv out the: functions of 
the cxccutiYe of the" con1pa.ny in such a 
>Yav that Y>hcn the n 'ult of the year's 
operations ie. placed before the "harclwldcr-·, 
iho 1att·_l' wiU rrnew th('iL· conf1dcncc 1n 
the clil·ectorate in vie\v of iho good businl'~-:
thut ktS been clom'. r:'c!L'l' thi, Bill. how
CYf'l', YH! llHLV haYO a ll1H\'Ol' I'L'tlll'l1Cd ll\ 
tl1e lWpnlar \-ote althongl~ his Yiews ::u:e 
clltirel'" dissimilar from those of the alder
nlen o.f th::.., counciL I--le nu1v be u SI)C!Hi
tlu·ift, whereas the aldcnnctl 1nav f~YOni~ 
bn::-ines:-.like i:llrthod::: in adrninist~ring 
affairs of the city. It rmn- bo 
under the ::-v:-ten.1 of elPct;no· tl1<l\'Ol~ on 
n popular, Yotc, to hu~~. an ayow-crJ 
.:\-ntionalJst Jnayor prc~iding OYer a counc1l 
conlpo'3c•c1 of Labour aldcrnHn. J-To\Y could 
the council function efficie11th- if that \Yerl• 

the ca:3c? The mayor \vonlc1~ l1e pulling in 
one direction, the aldcnncn in tho otlwr. 
As has been stre,sed bv other hon. member; 
who have spoken, eY~n the Lrrbonr Part:-· 
apprDI'c of the principle of electing tlw 

.1/r. Jfimmo.] 
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Prernlt:r after hon. n1ernber3 have bee11 
returned to this Parlian1ent. 

Let us vi0w th- result of the chang-e from 
the adnlt to the owner-occupier franchise, 
and the election of the mayor by the alder
men from among themselves at the last 
municipal election. Unquestionably the 
majority of the elected aldermen have madb 
strenuous efforts to straighten out tho finan
cial tangle which they found on their acces
sion to oflicc. They have reduced the 
indebtedness of the city, which, in view ol 
the exchange problctn, is no 1nean achiQvt~~ 
tnent. These 1ncn \Yere actuated witl1 tlw 
desire to prcsc,-e the int,•rests of propern-
O\Yncrs in the cit;:.~. 

:\h. \r. T. KEG: Don't forg·et they lwd 
rcli<:f lr1 bour opr~rati11g. 

i\Ir. ~I~.l~lO: Instea\_1 of intcrj~::'cting in 
that \\ av. the hon. member for 1\'larec-and 
his (_;oy.crnnlent-shonld Le grateful to the 
city council for haxing a::sisted the Govern
nlcnt in a period of gre:at difficnlty, becau·· -, 
othcnyiso the Govcrnn1cnt -..vould have had 
to expend considerable surns in the lH'O

Yision of rnatcrial, tools, etc., for the huge 
arrny of unernploycd v·ho \vore ab:-:orbed JJl 
n1unicipal work. T.he council that I have 
refl'lTed to effected nun1erous cconornies ancl 
~ucceedPd in reducing t.he rates of the city. 
That is a <lcc~Jed irnproven1ent ou \Vhat \va 
done by a council elected on the pO!lUla e 
franchi·c. 

I think the Labour Govommc•nt. should be 
discredited for all time for having· embraced 
such a large arc" in the original City of 
Brisbane Act. The ?li'Ca i~ toe large for 
arr· council to handle In n1v OVi'n elec
torate the Greater Brisbane boundary extend·~ 
9 or 10 Inilc·:; into bush countrv. \\~hen dE• 
Greater Brisbane a1·ea ·was V created the 
loan debt of the Shencood Shire Council \vas 
£18.206, equal to £5 6> 10d. per ratc•paycr. 
rUle! !he indcLtcdrwss of t!1e cit'' of Bri,banc 
proper V'as £1,056,257, or £i26 per rat -
va;v-er: but after tlte period of offtcc~ of t: .: 
first Gr0ater Bri:o-,baue council. ·which \Yas 
elected on the POllUla I' franchice. the com· 
binecl loan debt \Yas £18,5CD.OOO, cqnal t:J 
£176 per rat0paycr. l stre'o the injust:c•o 
\\·hich was done to such eouncih as thn 
Sl-wnyoocl and Y ccrongviily "·hire couuci:~ 
in Leing ab~orbecl in th(• Greater Bri:'iba1u: 
area. 

1\h. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
bcr is not ia order in colJtinuiug on 
linf'o;;, 

1\Ir. XIM:YIO: Y\'c know a] o \':hat hap
pened \Yhcn the :VIctropolitlcn \Yat(•r Supply 
and Scv;·erngo Board was Plected on thr> 
popular franchise. The co-t to the people> 
of Bri~hane o£ tho SC'\'·cragc• schcrnc is nbout 
£8.500,000, although the estimated co-.t was 
onh £1.800,000. That fact clomon,tralH to 
an3-~ rea~onab~c person that adult franchi:"c 
in 1nnniripal ele~tions is ahsolutely wrong. 
1 take the opportunity of saying. in pas:ciug, 
that the land tax should be in the hands of 
the cit-: council. and that the Goyernment 
should \'acate this UC']d of taxation ,_s oarh· 
as possible. " 

LnUcr this Bill the I-Ion1c SecrC'tar·· is 
cuttjng out the executive s~~stf'nl and n~~·ert
ing to the old conuuitfcc systen1. I see the 
hon. member for 1\Icrthyr 

0 

'miling. He is 
happ;i to get the old committee system back. 
a~ it \Yas when he u,sed to sit on th(~ council 
and pat the otlwr fellow on the back and 

[Jh·. l{immo. 

saY, "You Yote for mY scheme and I will 
,~o"h~ for yours." The e~pense was enonnous. 
Aldermen simply scratched each othpr's backs 
and got \Yhat thev \vanted for each section, 
and thev did not- care ho·.v much rhc rate
payers ·had to pay to foot the bil;. The 
exeeutiYe system has saYcd Bric:bane dnring 
the recent crisis. l-Iacl it not been in opera· 
tion Brisbane \Yould haYo been a ddaulrer. 
rrh{~ cornmittee svstcnl is cumber:30l11(' ill the 
e-xtrenle. It takves n1onths to get an,Ything 
through a romrnittee. The hon. nH~mber 
for }laree kuows that in :-;.on1e cases it took 
t\YO months before a committee could take 
any reasonable action in reply to requests 
put bE-~fore the council; \Yith the ex_ccuti,~e 
systcrn a ratepayer could get an all:'IY\'Cr the 
nex.t afternoon. The con1n1i ttPc had no pO\Yer 
to go ahead and do the work. 

I haY(~ found frorn 111y experience that 
Labour aldermen elected to the council under 
a(lult franchiee ha ye bnt one intention--that 
is, to popularise thcn1selve~. TheY do uot 
c3.rc how the rates are spent. Tl1ey know 
that by borrowing and spending there is a 
big s~ction of the conununity which ca11 be 
,wm1g round to support them. \Ve hear that 
a halfpenny in the £1 extra on the rate,, will 
do wondr>rful '.l'ork, but Yery often when the 
work is done it i~ founcl that t\yopenrC' in 
tlw £1 j:-. necc~~arv before the' "\York is 
in i:·ilted. In district~ \Yh c·re aldernH~ll hd \"0 
Le~u reh.u:nrJ to bon·o\Y and ;.:r uandcr 
nlOllf'y. the nu-.ljority of the resicll·lns are 
genPra.ll~. pPople who arc pa:."ing rent and 
not property-owners. So rates Inn~t go up. 

'Vhile the executive &vstern has been in 
vogue in the cou11cil an effort has been u1ade 
i o collect on:rdue rates, but thf' counril js 
faced with ihe :->arnc prob:enl Y\·hich ha,;:; faced 
the Govcrnuwut afte1· they in1po.seJ hea yy 
taxation. The arrears of rates in Bri;;;bane 
amount to £550,000, and that £120,000 of that 
an1oul!t is due on prop-erty ·whirh is \vorthles~. 
I understand that thousctncJ, of :c-ros in the 
l3ri3bane area are practically \YCH'thle···.~
tca-tree swmnps and barreu land~--·ancl 
that the previous ownen have transferred 
the land into fictitious names in the rate 
book w that the council has no hope of 
collecting the money. This large smn of 
ancars proves that rates arc now too high. 

The object of the GoYernmcnt in bringing 
for,vard this Bill is to secure a Labour 
majority on the council to carry the burden 
of uneruployrncnt relief. Such ~l council -.,yill 
t _._x the people':-; provcrt,v to such an extent 
that the funds for nncn1plo.nncnt relief \Yill 
be defra,-ed the council instcc1d o£ the 
GoY('rnm0nt to ta,kc the n1oney frmn 
1 he consolidated rcYenue. · 

The lH'<':-f'nt ~~·~tc~rn \\'ith rr-:sard to 
h<~s Wf•l'ked YC'l'Y ~atisfactorih-. I adt 
i1- :-:ecrn::;; ::;;trang·c to go to' ofli('ial 
<"0Hllc11 for a l'P\~jp-.,y of valnr11·ion~. bnt in 
C\-Pl'Y case \Yhen -..-aluations "\\'Cl'P reyje-..Yed 
relic:£ \Y.U"'l gi,·on v:herr tJOs~ilJ1l', and I <<l;J. 
(""'tti:-:ficcl that quite a:- good IT nlt.;: y,-cre 
olJtaillL'd nuc1er that SY::<tCrn a~ \You!d hdYe 
been ~ectn'r:::d b~, a g1~eatP1' l'~:penc1iiul'P of 
money under the oJd :3tCll1 of appealing to 
a rnagistratc. "~t present a clis:<Lti'.~!icd 
appellant, to lhe ·valuation Commiitec can 
appeal to the Land Court. The GoYc;·nmPnt 
nov; delete that pro-..-i~ion. the n1agi~trate's 
decicion being final. The ~Iini,ter \Youlcl be 
well arh·ised to revert to the econon1ic sy.;;tenl 
in the present ~\et and allow the peopic the 
less expensive right of appeal. 
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again a~k the l.Iinister to consider the 
d0~irabh•noss of reverting to the owner
oc-cupier franchise. The other day I inter
j cctvd that the won1cn were being given 
votes out of sympathy. In every homo in 
the city-at any rate, in my O\Vn electorate
it will be found that the wife votes in tho 
~an1e way as her husband, and it n1erely 
means duplication of votes. The owner
occupier franchise would be much the better 
for the city of Brisbane, and would tend to 
keep its finances solv€nt. 

T\Ir. R. M. KING (Logan) [3.45 p.m.J: A 
great nun1ber of arguments haYe been put 
for and ao·ainst the Bill and it is rather 
difficult fo~ me to bre<tk' any new ground. 
It is not 1ny intention, howen:r, to enter 
i12to a controYersv as to the sncccss or non
mccc" of previous administrations. In the 
a tfai rs of the citY council wise adn1inistra
tion i~ always a great factor in success. At 
tlJC• eanw time I do not think the question 
of achninisrration comes up for consideration 
on thiB Bill. The three great principle' 
which have been d~hatccl are. first. adult 
frauchise; second, the abolition of the 
oxl•cntivc system; and third, the election of 
nJayor by the people. In connection with 
these important principles I am not able to 
bring forward any fresh arguments, but I do 
desire to ernphasisc sornc of the arguments 
that have been used previously. 

It is a great pity that the question of 
adult franchise is made the football of party 
politics. To change the metaphor, it seems 
t0 be the shuttlecock of party politics. I 
regrl't very n1ueh that it is so; but it has 
been ono of the planks of the Labour plat
form for years, and I suppose it is too late 
to hope for a change now. Practically from 
the inception of a Labour Government in 
Queensland efforts have been directed to 
altering the principle of the franchise in 
lDcal government. At fir~t hon. members 
.oppot~itc wc1·e rather nerYous about doing it, 
bv reason of tho fact that there was an out
o~y against any alteration. \Ye, therefore, 
ea rried on for many years on a restricted 
franchi:'c; bLrt the Labour Partv eventuallv 
PLllarged the fra11chisc in diree't. oppositiol1 
to the wi,hes of those people \Vho had been 
ellg<l gcd for n1any years in local goYernment 
in citie..:;, to\YlE:' 7 and shire-::- throughout Queclis
lowl. . I say emphatically that the great 
lll<lJOnty-almost all the mon engaged in 
local goYernment affairs~\Yerc of the opi11ion 
1 hat the alteration of the franchise was 
sgainst ~he best interests of the local authori
t~es and tho State as a whole. I-Iov{over, 
the in no\ atlon "\V.:Js rnadc. "~hen speaking 
r n this Bill, the Home Socrctarv said that 
110 pro.Q:n\~s \Yns rnadc in the ci'tv of Bri~
bnne until the introduction of aduh mffrag-e 
in Jo( al goY('nnrH'nt. That was a Ycrv 
LP1ft0nerous stntcmcnt for hin1 to 111akc. I 
uo ful'ther und sav that it \Vas a ridiculous 
~nd stupiA statcm~'nt to make-one that I 
rYould not o·,pect from a man \Yith the 
" 1-'ility and the ~apacity of tlw hon. gentle
man. I \Yas surprised to hc:-tr hirn nutke it, 
and I Yery n1urh rt'n-rrt that hP c1id -:o It 
W<l'3 n grai-u1to~ls insl~lt tn th(-~ Y~rY fin~ .n1cn 
'•IJO l!olpcd to build tlw cit, b, th~ir associa
tiou with ]o( -d goYernnu:u't~r;rcn like John 
Petric, John Sinclair. Jamcs Hirnvood. and 
othcr~~n1cn \Yhose nanws arc '·.till hou~ehold 
\rorcls in QnccnslaHcl, and \Y ho:::t' nan1e.~, will 
ren1ain in history long after the I-:iomc Secre
tary has passed out. 

Tl1e H0:\1E SECRETARY: It would be an 
in::-;ult to Julius C\esar to say that liberty 
COlllllH'nccd in the rPign of I{ing J'ohn. 

:\fr. R ::YI. KI:\"G: Do not talk nonsense! 
That is only another stupid statement by 
the hon. ge;,tleman. The splendid men to 
"\Yhorr1 I haye referred carried on the work 
of local go,~ernment in the city of Bris
bane withvut ren1uneration or re\vard. Their 
onlv consolation \vas in the consciott..;nc;:;:-:; that 
tlw~ \Yf're g'i ving a sol·vice to the people of 
a c:it:v which was worthy of all the energy 
bestmvcd upo11 it. This is a beautiful city 
in a beautiful setting. 

Th•e HO:\IE SECRETARY: :\lost of the build
ing \vas corr1n1enced by pulling it do''Tn. 

:VIr. H .. M. KIXG: Thrtt is another stupid 
statement by the Home Secretary. There 
must ah' ays bo a process of pulling down 
in a cit;.r that is going ahead. It is a sign 
of improven1ont, of devc~loprncnt, and pro
gress. 

The Hm1E SECRETARY: Since the introduc
tion of adult suffrage in local goYerrnnent. 

:\lr. R. :\I. KIKG: :\Iavbc coincidenl with 
the int1·ocluction of adult Suffnu:re. You n1U:'3t 

demolish in order to substitt~te something 
better. The hon. gentleman has made a 
ridiculous statement. It just happened that 
certain circurr1stances existed v;hen the adult 
,uffragc was introduced. The cities of 
Sydney, Mclboumc, Perth. and Adelaide 
hav'c gone ahead by leaps and bounds on 
restricted franchises. The developrr1ent and 
progress of a city is not influenced by the 
franchise it obtains. :\felbourne is probably 
oue of the finest cities in P_l_ustralia; it is 
a constructed upon a l'P~tricb~d franchi::-:e. 
It \vell laid out, but it hac! to be improved 

· tren1endously by artificial nH~ans. \~er~· l~tde 
natural beauty could be utilised in the city 
of T\Ielbourne; yet a beautiful city "as built 
up bv renresontatives who were elected on a 
r(-.trictecf francise. If any blame is attach
able to anybody or anything becaust..1 there 
has not been greater progre~,~ in the city 
of Bri•banc it certainlv cannot be laid at 
the door of a restrict~d franchise. I am 
proud to say that I served on tlw Coorparoo 
Shire Council as a councillor for twenty
eight years. I consider that I did g-ood work. 
T ,·,-a.s <! b]c to secure rf'CTeabon gTounds 
for the people pr:tctically off my own 
hat. am! t!w people onjo~· thme grounds 
to-day. My services were entirely gratuitous. 
but I was only too glad to do the work. I 
received the thanks of the community for 
what I did. I have the consolation of 
knowing that I rendered a sen~icc to the> 
people and that is quite sufficient reward 
for anything I did. ::\o part~· politics were 
introduced into that little shire council. 
HepresentatiYes with ~T ationalist anf1 Labour 
political Yio,vs sat side by side and -v~:orkcd 
in the beet interests of the place that they 
represented. They >Yere not aduatNl by 
political moti,·es. or swayed by political 
thoughts. They sin1ply -workPd togC'thcr in 
the best interests of their communitv. It 
is the greatest pity in the \\·odd that- party 
politics haYe been int1·oc!uced into local 
g·oyernment. but the action of the Govern
nlent part_:y-- in this sphere is only on a par 
with their actions and those of their sup
porters eYel·.vwherc. They want to bo the 
bosFes of every movement, \vhother political 
or otherwise, but they arc finding they can
not ahva; s get their own way. 

JJlr. R. Jf. J\ing.] 
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Thcr(' is a wo1l rccogni~cd rule 111 democ
racy that there should be no taxation 
without repn'sontation. That is quite a 
sound principle, but the corollary is that, 
there shalJ be no representation ,,,jthoPt 
taxation. l-Ion. n1elnber:3 opposite \Yant to 
l1av2 reprcocntation \\'ithout taxation. The 
pNwn who pays the rates should be the 
ono ,,,ho should exercise the franchise. The 
l\loore Adminidration provided a restricte.l 
franc:hi~n in 1ocal govcrnrnent elections. 
The Labom l'artv make the statement-
which ha, no fou;1dation in fact-t!Mt we 
on this f'ido of the I-Iouse enacted that no 
ver~o11 2hould haYc a vote unle~:; he owned 
land. That is a ridiculous statement. \Ye 
have never contended for such a principle. 
\Ye believe in the owner-occupier franchise. 
\Ye ~a~: that eYCl'Y n1an and won1au of any 
staucling who i:3 the O\'\"llCl' or occupier ot 
any iand or building should have the right 
to YOL(~ at local go'.-ernuu_~nt elections. It 
i' that I should emphasioo that fact. 
It extraordinary that the Government 
should wish to gi\·e the privilege of tho 
fraHchise to pcrson':i who have not been 
sufficiently pro,·ident, or competent, to reac~J 
the position even of paying rent. I am not 
speaking of those unfortunate rnen and 
\YOrnen who haYe no hon1es and are coln
pellecl to live in he ·si an or bark huts or 
uncle•,· the Jlrotection of a few trees without 
anv sheltt l' from the elements. The' are Tltc 
ex~eptions. :\lost people have a ,:oaf ove1 
their heads. 8orne o·.··n l1omes and other~ 
pay H'llt as occu11iers. The latter, ho\veyer 
poor tbeir circnrllstanccs, were entitled to 
a vote under the franchise enacted bv the 
l\Ioorc Acllninjstration. ~ 

::.\Ir. c;.uu: VYhat a bout boardcr:5 and 
people living in fiats? 

Mr. R. M. Kl:'\G : The supporter., ol 
Labonr clain1 that because a per::-:on liYcS 
in a flat that he is 0ntitlFd to a vote. Tlll' · 
say tlwt ratc:-3 are pair_l per uwdiu1n of 'the 
rent. or in board and lodging. That is a 
far-fetched argument. Tbe cmlnf.'ction is too 
remotF. Take a lodging home basing 
thirty boarders, each paying 30s. a 'Yeck. 
It does not matter "~hcther there are thirtv 
boardPrs or one boarder, thoro is no altPr ;. 
tiou in the tariff. ThL>rcforc, to say t.hnJ 
one boarder pays the rates thron!,('h his 
l1oard is an ab.;;ut·clitv. This Bill coEfers 
a Yale on a person , .. ho has not been sufii· 
cient ly provident, or competent to gain a 
po•ition in y,·hich he will pay rent. Such a 
condition is tanta1110Unt to a declaration by 
th"~ GoYcrnn1ent that such citizens are abso
lutely inept. 

The occupier pays rent and is eutitlcd to 
a Yotc, because he is 0ithcr benefited or 
incom·cnienccd bY the activities of the local 
authorit0•. For ~xamplc, the policy of the 
loc ell authority in regard to roads, sanita. 
tion. vrater. and drainage services nla~
either bt>ncfit or inconyeniencc hin1. These 
~eniccs directly affect him and he directly 
pay:-. for thc1n. Under these circun1stances 
he is entitled to a vote in the appointment 
of representatives to administer the affai1 
of the local authority. The occupier, more 
over. is primarily liable for the pavment of 
1·atf';;;. The ovvner mav be~ called up~nl "-here 
the occupier defaults,' but in that event the 
?~vner has recourse against the occupier. 
Sot onl:v do unpaid rates bccon1e a charge 
on the land. affecting the o\vner's intcre::t, 

[Jllr. R. JJi. King. 

but they also can be recovered aga iHst the 
occupier by ciYil action, by legal process 
culminating in execution against his good:; 
and chattels. _r\gain, the occupier n1a v be 
- •rvecl v.~it.h a chainnan's warrant of 3eizurc 
of occupier's goods .and chattels without 
action. Thcso may be sold to defray out· 
'~tanding rates. I mention these disabilities 
of ihe occupier to indicate son1c rca~on ,d1y 
the framers of the 1930 legislation considered 
that he was entitled to the local governrn•mt 
fmnchisc. \Yith such obligations the limita· 
tion of the franchise to the occupier creates 
in him a sense of civic responsibility which 
cannot po~sibly inure to a person who is 
under no such obligation. It builds up D 

~ensc of citizenship entailing rcsponsibilit:v· 
"·hlch, in turn, creatE'" a f'ivic sense and 
sound gon?rnn1ent. 

On the other hand, the fallacious policv 
of Labour i~j to give the adult a vote \Yithont 
imposiug upon him .any re~11onsibility or 
clutv iu rcturn for that pri,·ilcg••. It is 
arg~lCd in support of that policy that such 
a vcrson pays rates indirectly. Let tB 
apply the analogy to another sphere. \Yill 
hon. members oppo.site say that an employer 
should have a voice in the affairs of the 
unions by reason of the fact that he pays 
the wages from which the employee pays 
his union dues? I certainlv "~onlcl not 
advance that contention, because it y:oulcl 
be absurU. :\e,·eriheless, that argtnnent i~ 
consi,i·cnt with the contention that e\cry 
adult peNon who indirectly pa,~s rates chould 
haYe the )JriYilcgo of the franchise. 

TlJG I-Ion:e SecrC'tar~v suggested b~· iutC'l'
jc:etion that the adult franchise in locn I 
govcrrnnent \vas adopted because it obtained 
in th(' parliarncntar~: sphere. That i:J 
another Pxan1plo of "the inconsistc:lC·~- ot 
hon. members opposite. If they believe 
that the parliamentary practice should be 
adopted in resrwct of the franchise in local 
gov('nrrrrent cl0ctions, why not apply the 
prac1 ice adopted in parlinrnent •_l'.\· aifnirs to 
the executive of the council and the election 
of the mayor'? \Vhy should not tlw latter 
he appointed by the aldermen·~ The same 
principle applies-there is no diiiorence. lf 
it is g-ood enough for Parlian1cnt or rr 
politi( al party io havo an e:x0cutiYc to carr:v 
on affairs, the same principle should apply 
to local government. If it i good enough 
for Parliament or the Goyennnent Partv to 
elect a Premier, why should the same 1;rin· 
ciplc not bo applied to local government; 

'\Ye hctYe three forms of government in 
Queensland; first of all, the Commonwealth 
Governlnf~nt, exercising certain povYcr,:; under 
the Federal Constitution; second, the State 
Government carrying on functions wllich 
ha vc not been transferred to the Gommon
·wealth; and, third, local government, under 
which are carried on certain functions dele
gated by the State Government. Adult 
franchise is a perfectly fair system of yoting 
in Commonwealth and State elections. 
'J"ltroue,·h the tnrif}' and throuu:h ot!Jrer fornE 
of 1axa1ion. ('YCrv adn1t cm~trihn1f':~ ,:;:ome
t' ing. not to a11y ·particular fund hut to the 
c·cncu1l consolidated revPnlH~ of tlH~ C'ountrY. 
~ne! is entitled to a vote at Commonwealth 
and State elections. but the reyenne of the 
Brisbane Citv Council and other loeal 
authorities is 'derived mainlv fro:<l thP land 
-fron1 taxation of a certain V class. Yet it is 
claimed that there i:-~ an analogv bctwPr>n fl 

taxpayet under thP laws of tl;~ Stare and 
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the C'ommomvealth and a taxpayer who pay3 
rates to municipal councils or other local 
authorities. I \VOuld emphasise the point 
that a taxpayer to local authoritieii belong' 
to one class only-he is the person who ovYus 
or occupies the land which is liable for the 
payment of rates. The tax. of course. 
becomes a first charge on the land. 

It seems to me extraordinarv that a man 
who is not competent to rent a house should 
nevel'tholoss be considered to be competent 
to manage the financial affairs of a large 
municipality. It ought to be the province 
of everyone to pay rates, but under this 
proposal we ca.n visuali~e a council conl
posed of men-it is quite improbable but it 
is a possibility-who did not pay a penny
worth of rates. Such a council would have 
unlimited powers of rating and be able 
to fix a rate which \vould really become a 
lH'eferential or first rnortgage on a person's 
property. There would be no responsibility. 
so far as such a council was concerned. ia 
regard to repayment, but there would be a 
mighty big responsibility on the man whoiie 
land was rated. Such a position is unfair 
and should not be tolerated; yet that is th<l 
attitude taken up by the Government in 
this Bill. 

The policy of the Labour Party is to 
mere a so rates. They believe in increased 
taxation and the giving of unlin1itecl powel"' 
in that direction. TheY are unfa,~ourabh 
disposed towards freeho'Id tenure. and thi~s 
Bill appears to me to be one of their means 
of giving effect to thcir policy for its aboli
tion. 'l'hat state of affairs could be LrouRht 
about by taxation. \Ye are rapidly reac·h
mg the stage when mn10rship will become 
impossible and the land will be passed in, 
to be l0t _out subsequently unde-r perpetual 
lease, \YhiCh the Government favour. No 
doubt hon. members opposite are endeayour
ing to roach that goal. 

I very much regret the proposed abolition 
of tho executive system. The principlc of 
goyernmcnt by executive haoS, to my n1ind~ 
not yet had a fair trial, and for· that reason 
it is not well understood. It would be in 
the best intdests of the citv council if it 
had a further trial. After' all the citv 
council is like our Parliament. ' It j~, ii1 
'E'ffect, a rniniaturo Parlia1ncnt. 'y c i1nd 
thl'l'C' CPrf,1in fonns of parliamcntal'.\ pro
c·cdure, and we also find control of certain 
adivities aud departments. In Parliament 
the work is best carried out bv a cabinet. 
The same principle applies to local gO\·crn
lncnt. It is all vcrv IYPll to have recour~e 
to the old system of committees, but I II'cY 
hai'O no statutory power to do anything. 
If the executive system wore extend<ecl for a 
further period. it would meet with approval 
.and pl'ove io be a workable and rnore srrtis~ 
factory system than that \Yhich is noT. pr·o
posod. The members of the council. of 
course, should haYe a voice in all that con
cerns the council. It is not right that !he 
executive should have power to do anythinL:.' 
\Yithout consulting the council. ' · 

Corning to tho election of tho n1ayor by 
the people; the preponderance of argument 
is in favour of the election of that official 
by the council. In Parlian1e1n. we have the 
election of the Premier by the members of 
the Government Party, and the same l'lllc 
ought to apply in the city council. Othet~ 
wise we may haYe a man elected by iho 

people <simply because he is popular, althongh 
lw may have no abilit,v 1-"Vhatsocvf'l' to 
discharge tbe duties of his office. ~Iuch 
confusiOn ~,vou]d be caused by ha Ying an 
Incapable 1nan in the office of rnayor. The 
vrinciple is also open to abuse. 

There i5 pro\~ision in the Bill for redis
tribution of the wards by a board. That is 
qnite right. but I urge the ::\Iinister to see 
that the board appointed is non-partisan. 
We want a redistribut.ion that \vill be equit
able. ~o that when the next election is oYer 
we shall be able to '-ay that the party that 
was returned got in on its merits and repre~ 
sented a majority of the voters. 

ThE. proYi~ions in the 1930 Art regarding 
the ,~aluation board wore far better than 
those nmv proposed in this Bill, \vhich are 
that the appeal shall be to a police ma<rie
trat{?. v;hose decision is final. ~\t prcseEt 
tlH'rc is an appeal from the valuation cnm
mitte<' to the Land Court, constituted by a 
Land Court judge, and thence to the Land 
Appeal Court, presided over by a Supreme 
Court judge. Each magietl'ate who hears 
appea!.s against land valuatwns generally 
adopts his own practice. Ho i> not bound 
bv :mv strict ru:c. I knO\> that some of the 
u!agistrates do not pay much attention to the 
authorities that aro quoted to them, because 
thc1; dcsirB to decide rnatters in their 0\Vll ,~~ay 
on· the evidence adduced. This must ieacl 
to a confusion of ideas and a confusion of 
decision~. One rnagistrate will arriYc at a 
derision upon certain grounds, whilst another 
rnagii'tTate vvill arrive at the sarne decision 
on totally different grounds. There is no 
uniformity. If the appeals \YN'e heard by 
the Land Court and tho Land Appeal Court, 
the decisions would be more equitable and 
there \\·ould be greater uniformity. 

I should like to sec the Federal and State 
Grn~ernments evacuate the field of land taxa~ 
tion cntirelv in favour of local authorities. 
So 111~1 n:'-~ ~crvices a1·e rendered b.r local 
al1thoriti0s. and the ]and frO!!'! which they 
dc-l'in• thf'ir revenue is subject to so rnany 
ciJarQ·cs that it would be in the b<ost interests 
uf all if land taxation were placed under 
tlH \ r ::,o] c juri ~diction. 

haYo nec:er fayourod the control of a 
•·it_.,- bv a commission. l'robablv I would be 

- to agree to this meth"od of control 
were conyincod that graft obtained in 

]oc;t I gO\"Cl'umcnt affajrs. I baye neYer had 
uny re:1 s.oll to believe that such rnal practices 
:n , raft and corruption preYailed in the 
Bri~hanc Citv Cm.u1cil; hence I see no rca~on 
[,,,. proYiding for the control of the city by 
<t conHuission. Sotne argun1cnts ·vi'Cre 
a,lnJncecl a little while ago for the setting 

of a commission for the control of the 
of Dri,bane, but I see 110 reason for it . 

Tl1e Bill ].~ an in1Portant one. I an1 sorry 
ih 1! !he franchise should be:.ome the football 
of party politics. \Ye should come to an 
undPrstanding a~, to what i•.i a fair and 
f_•qnitablc franchise for the people. taking 
into consideration the intcrc~,ts of all sections. 
J-Ion. n1ernbers opposite favm1r an unre~ 
'1 rictrcl franchise. Thev hold that all should 
he allowed to vote s'o long as the~- are 
enrolled. ·we '~ay that something higher than 
t-hat i~ n:>ttnire-~1_ on acco:nlt of the man:v 
ohli¥a tion.~ and the manv liabilities to which 
la udo1n1C'l'S and occup.icrs arc ~ubjccn'd. 
Ilon. members opposite have stated that wo 
ha~.-e argued that before a person is f'lltitled 
to Yote at. a local authority election he should 

JJfr. R. M. King.] 
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be po"cssod of land. We have neYer con
tended that. W o do not say that it is neces
sary to own hnd to have a vote. \V e stand 
for the occupier franchise. 

The PREoiiER: You claim that it should be 
on a property basis. 

Mr. R. J\L KING: It is not on a property 
basis. 

'The PRBIIER: It is. 

Mr. R. M. KING: The occupier IS not the 
property. 

The PREJ\IIER : He has the use of the 
property, and tho vote is attached to the 
property. 

::Vlr. R. M. KING: No. It is attached to 
occupancy anJ not to property. 

:!>Ir. SPEAKER: Order ! 

::\Ir. R. :\1. KI:\'G : I do hope that sooner 
or later wo shall alter the svstem of the 
"ins'' providing for ono thing and the 
" outs" having to be content to wait their 
lurn to reverse the position. The sooner we 
come to a pl'Oper understanding about the 
basis of wffrage the better it will be for all 
\vho arc associated with local government 
throughout the State, and especially in the 
city of Brisbane. It is a pity that we should 
ha vc tho eternal process of ono Government 
pa~sing legislation, which is repealed to 
make way for another enactment immedi
ately upon their defeat at the polls. 

::\Ir. BRASSI::-.JGTON (Fortitude Tiallr y): I 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

QLicstion put and passed. 
Hesumption of debate made an Order of 

tlw Da:: for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 4.25 p.m. 

Questions. 




