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Questions. [24 AUGUST.) Questions. 151 

THURSDAY, 24 AUGUST, 1933. 

:\1r. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Grcaory) 
took the chait· at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

REJECTION OF MOTH INFECTED PONTOES­
LoSSES To FARMERS. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) asked the 
S .cretary for Agriculture-

" 1. Regarding the deputation which 
waited on him at the Laidley show, 
has any action been taken to minimise 
lo3'se• to farmers caused by the rejec­
tion of potatoes which are moth infected? 

" 2. Does he propose to act on the 
voluable suggestion of l\1r. A. J. Dean, 
of Forest Jlill, in regard to the bag 
question? " 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTL.;RE 
!Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) replied-

" 1. Advice upon the best methods of 
controlling potato moth was given pub­
licity in the press and by other means, 
and it is satisfactory to note that, dur­
ing the past four weeks, the inspectors 
ha vc held up, for re sorting. only two 
consignments of potatoes affected with 
moth. 

" 2. Full consideration has been and 
is still bei10g given to the matter. At 
the pres011t time I am in correspondence 
with all the other Australian Agricul­
tural Departments upon this vcrv diffi­
cult and vexed problem of bags and 
bales." 

ANALYSIS OF VoTING AT GENERAr, ELECTION. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) asked the 
Attorney-General-

" The return furnished to Parliament 
in 1932 of the details of polling at the 
general election last year shows the 
figures at Thornton, in the West Moreton 
electorate, as follow:-

Cooper, 17; Krebs, 18; Littman, 43; 
Maher, 2. 

Will he kindly ascertain whether the 
report presented to Parliament is a true 
record of the actual vote at Thornton ?" 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL (Hon. J. 
Mullan, Uar·pentaria) replied-

" The official return furnished by the 
returning officer for the electoral district 
of W0,t Moreton in connection with the 
general election held on 11th June, 1932, 
shows that the votes recorded at Thorn .. 
ton were as follow :-

Cooper, 17; Krebs, 18; Littman, 43; 
Maher, 2; informal, 2. 

This return is signed by the returning 
officer, one poll clerk, and two scruti. 
necrs. I can well understand the anxiety 
of the hon. member for \V est M01·eton. 
Perhaps he fears that the example shown 
by the electors of Thornton will be emu­
lotod at the next election by those of 
other centres." 

Punuc.\TION oF REPORT~ oN QuEEXSLAND 
\VnEAT YrELD AND FoDDER CoNsERVATrox. 

Mr. MAI-IER (West ilioreton) asked the 
Premier-

" Will he cause the valuable report 
on the possibilities of increasing the 

Queensland wheat yield, prepared by the 
State Consultative Committee on De­
velopmental Proposals in 1930, and also· 
the recent report by the Bureau of 
Industry on fodder conservation, to be 
printed, and copies made available to 
members of the Legislative Assembly and' 
interested members of the general; 
public?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jfackay) replied-

" The matter will receive consideration. 
I presume that the report on wheat that 
the hon. member refers to deals with the 
investigation which I initiated in 1928." 

EXPENDITURE AT ST. LUCIA FARM ScHOOL. 

Mr. MAIIER (West Jioreton) asked the 
Secretary for Ag-riculture-

" 1. vVhat amount of money has been 
expended at St. Lucia farm school on­
(a) Salaries; (b) machinery, horses, har­
ness, and general requirements; (c) erec­
tion of buildingo, cost of furnishings and 
equipment; and (d) miscellaneous expen­
diture not provided for in the fore­
going? 

"2. How many boys have been trained 
and placed on farms? 

" 3. What was the actual cost to the 
State finances for each boy so trained 
and placed? 

"4. To what fund arc tho.sc outgoings 
charged? " 

The SEGHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) replied-

" 1. (a) £210 7s. 2d.; (b) £465 13s. Sd.; 
(c) £1,030 Ss. 3d.; and (rl) £1,091 12s. 
lld. 

"2. Fifty boys wore enrolled at the 
opening- of the institution. Thirty-six, 
who have completed their training, have 
been placed on farms. It is anticipated 
th,lt tho balance will shortly be placed. 
More applications from employers are 
being received for these boys than can 
be filled. 

"3. Approximately £20. 

"4. ·Commonwealth-State Loan-Relief 
of unemployment." 

SPREAD oF GALVANISED BuRR. 

Mr. :VIAXWELL (1'oou:ong), for Mr. 
GODFREY MORGAN (Jiurilla), asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

" In view of the recent alarming spread 
of galvanised burr over thousands of 
acres of good past.ora 1 country, will he 
state what action (if any) his depart­
ment intends to take to prevent the 
further spread of this noxious pcst and 
to bring about its eradication in the 
areas where it now exists? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, H crbert) replied-

" The 1nattcr is under consideration." 

STATE E~JPLOYME)(T COUNCIL. 

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate) asked the Secre­
tary for Labour and Industry-

" 1. \Vhat date was the State Employ­
ment Council established under the 
State-Federal Unemployment Relief Loan 
of £620,000? 
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" 2. What date was the application of 
the Mount Mm·gan Company for a>sist­
ance considered, and what date was the 
advance of £15,000 approved? 

" 3. \Yho were the members of the 
Council present at the meeting· when the 
£15,000 advanced to the Mount Morgan 
Cornpany was a.pprove:d? " 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUlt AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hyues, l'olcns­
villc) replied-

" 1. The State Employment Council 
was established on 5th May, 1932, but 
no finality had been reached regarding 
the State's quota of £620,000 m:·der the 
Commonwealth-States loan untrl after 
the Labour Government took office on 
18th J uno, 1932. 

"2 and 3. The application of the 
Mo1.tnt :!'.{organ Company for assistance 
was the subject of consideration by the 
Employment Council at several meet­
ings prior to the change of Government, 
but no finality was reached until tho 25th 
June, 1932, on which date the Hon. the 
Treasurer was notified by the chairman 
(Hon. M. P. Hynes) and the two Com­
monwealth representatives (Messrs. J. P. 
Bottomloy and M. P. Campbell) that the 
State Employment Council had approved 
of the allocation of an amount of £15,000 
to Mount Morgan Limited. At this date 
the personnel of the council was as fol­
low :-Hon. !H. P. Hyues (chairman), 
Messrs. J. R. Kernp, J. D. Story, W. L. 
t'ayne, H. C. Quodling, M. P. Camp­
boil, J. H. Stanley, T. J. Barry, J. 1'. 
Bottomley, D. Gunn, and W. II. Austin." 

Mr. SrzER: That rs a deliberate misstate­
ment of facts. 

Mr. SPEAKElt: Order! The hon. mem­
ber, having asked his question, rnust be 
Fa tisfwd for the time being with the answer 
he gets. 

Mr. SrZER: One expects a truthful answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. SrzER again interjected. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must obey the Chair. 

2\1r. SrzER: It is very hard. It was not 
a truthful answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I am sorry, but 
I shall have no alternative but to name 
the hon. member for Sandgate if be does not 
obey my call to order. 

RECLASSIFICATIO)[ OF FoREST AND Tr:vrBER 
RESERVES IN GnrPIE LAND AGEli'r"s 
DISTRICT. 

Mr. TOZER (Oyrnpie) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. I' it his intention to have a 
reclassification of the forest and timber 
reserves in the Gympie land agent's dis­
trict with a view to opening for settle­
ment land guitable fo1· agriculture and 
dairying 'I If so, when 1 

"2. vVith reference to the areas of 
forest reserves in the Gympie land agent's 
district which Mr. Deacon, when Minis­
tor for Lands, promised Messrs. H. F. 
\Valkcr, E. H. C. Clayton, and V. H. 
Tozer to make available for selection as 
soon as the marketable timber was 
removed, and to proceed at once with 
the removal, will he state-(a) If the 

following areas as promised will be still 
available for selection; (b) if so, when 
and untlcr what title:-

Glastoubury State Forest.-All the suit­
able land for agriculture and 
dairying, estimaietl at about 2,000 
acres (Schacht's logg·ing area). 

Amarnoor State Forut.-About 1,000 
acres, including the northern antl 
we,tcrn section of Harry's Creek 
logging area. 

Imbil State Forest lteservo 256.-About 
1.280 acres of Blue Creek logging 
area. 

Brooloo State Forest.-Kenilworth log­
ging are a, a bout 670 acres. 

Little Yabba Crcek.-:\.bout 640 aClTS. 

in four blocks 1 
"3. Have any stops been taken to 

remoyc the marketable timber from the 
ab-ove portions?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) replied-

" 1. A complete investigation is now 
proceeding. 

"2 and 3. See answer to No. L No 
part of a State forest can be open for 
selection without the sanction of Parlia­
ment. The authorit-y of Parliament will 
be sought after the investigation has 
been completed." 

REBATE TO PcRCHASERS OF CRow;-; TnrBERS. 

Mr. NT:VlMO (Oxlcy) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. \Vhat are the rebates or reductions 
in royalty given to purcbasers of Crown 
timber-(a) Logs used for sawn pine 
for export to other States; (b) Logs nscd 
for sava1 pine for sale within the State; 
(c) Logs used for manufactured pine 
plywood for export overseas; (rl) Logs 
used for manufactured pine plywood for 
export to other States; and (c) Logs 
used for manufactured pine plywood for 
sale within the State? 

" 2. \Yhat was the total amount of each 
of these m bates and/ or reductions in 
royalty in 1932-33? 

"3. \Yhat methods are adopted to pre­
YC'nt the rcbato bPing given in respect 
of timber obtained from private !anus 
in the case of mills operating on both 
Cro1vn and private timber?'' 

Tbe SECRETAltY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. l:'. Pease, H etbert) replied-

" 1. to 3. The informal ion can be 
obtained on application to the chairman 
of the Timber Advisory Committee.'' 

NET CASH BALANCE, 30TH JuxE, 1933. 

:\1r. FADDE?\ (J\cnncdy) ""sked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. \Vas the net cash balance at 30th 
June, 1933 (£1,568,396) supplied from 
~x:ccss co1lcrtions of Trust Funds, of 
which raihvay ;;;uvcrannun_iion contri­
butions formed a part? 

" 2. Is it not a fact that the credit 
balance of the Loan Fund at 30th June. 
1933 (£3,375,524), was less than the debit 
balance of the Consolidated Renmue 
Fund (£3,806,367), the not deficiency 
between these two funds being £430,843, 
and, therefore, that the net cash balance 
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at 30th ,J uno, 1933, would have been non­
cxi,;tcnt but for the Trust Fund balance 1 

" 3. Slionlcl not the prior claim upon 
the money that was ntil'sod by the 
GoY<'l'llUH"nt for the rcdcrnption of Trea­
sury hills, amounting to £1.450,000. made 
up of £800.000 in May last and £650.000 
in July. have been the repayment to the 
Trust Fund of the amount used from that 
source to fin a llC'(' con:-;olidated revenue 
deficits, and would such repayment to 
the Trust Funrl haYe provided £430,043 
towards repayment to railway employees 
on account of railway su1wrannuntion 
contributions '1 

"4. ·what appropriation or Parliamen­
tary authority existed for the transfer in 
July last of the sum of £20,800 from the 
Main Roads Trust Fund to Consoiidatod 
RcYenuc ?" 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Muckay) replied-

" 1. These fJUCctions are reallv unsound 
a:::scrtions; but bt ing naturally ~courteous, 
I will eupp:y the facts. The Moorc Go­
,·crnment made use of the balance of the 
T'rnst Funds towards 11l8(~tlng the deficits 
\\·hich accrued in the Consolidated 
Rc'Yenuc Fund during that GoYernrneut"s 
tenure of office. Until these deficits have 
beAn funded, the balance of the Trust 
Funds will not be available. 

" 2. The credit balance of the Loan 
Fund at 30th June, 1933, was loss than the 
debit balance of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund.. This debit balance, with the 
Pxcopbon of £165.958, represents the 
revenue dcdicits accumulated by the 
lHcorc GovenHllent. Thc6c deficits \vcre 
financed by the :VIooro Government by 
u::.ing Loan a~1d Trust Funds, anJ it has 
not been pos"blc for tlw present GO\·m·n­
ment to arrange for the funding of the 
amonnt. Until those deficits, which were 
inherited fro1n the prevjous Govern1nent, 
have b<Jen funded, no other course is optm 
to my Government but to continue to use 
these balances for that purpose. 

"3. There would have been no necessity 
to question the use of surpcus cash for the 
temporary redemption of Treasury bills 
if the finances of the State had not been 
left in such a deplorable condition by the 
Moore Government, and the present Go­
vernment would not have experienced 
any difficulty in rdunding railway 
supemnnuatwn contl'lbubons if those 
contributions had not been used bv the 
Moore Government to finance its do'ficits. 

" 4. Legislative authorjt--; 'Yhich "tvill 
have rotrospecti vo effect."" ' 

FORWARDIXG AGEXCY-CHILLAGOE STATE 
SMELTERS. 

J\Ir. KENNY (Cook) asked the Secretary 
for ?viinr>s-

" During the term of office of the pre­
sent Government. has the fonvarding 
agency of the Chillagoe State smelters 
been taken from Headrick's Limited, of 
Cairns, and given to a l\Ir. Crowley, 
son-in-law of the Deputy Premier (::\1r. 
Pease)?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
.J. Stopford, Jiaryborough) replied-

" The department does not possess the 
full information asked for." 

ALLEGED APPOIN'rThfENTS TO PUBLIC SERVICE. 

Mr. KEN:\TY (Cook) asked the Secretary 
for l'nblic \York-

" Since the prcsPnt Government 
a,;snmccl ofiicP, have his brother and his 
ncphc· received appointments m the 
Departn1ent under his control;" 

The SECRRTARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Brnce, The 1'ubldand) rt•plied­

" I have no brother. A nephew has 
been appointed." 

Mr. KE:\')!Y (Cook) asked th<l Home Secre­
tary-

" Has hi-s sister received an appoint~ 
ment in his Department? If so, what 
appointment?" 

The IJ0:\1E SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, lth•tcll) replied­

" Ko." 

::\h. K E:'\i'\Y (Cook) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" Has l\Ir. Hanlon, a brother of the 
Homo S0crdary, received an appoint­
ment in his Department during the term 
of office of the present Government 1 " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(llon. P. Pease, Hcrbert) replied-

" Applicants for positions in the Lands 
DopartrrH•nt are not required to furnish 
a list of their rehctions." 

Mr. KE='iXY (Cook) asked the Secretary 
for Labour and Industry-

" Has Mr. G. Fan·ell, ex-M.L.A., 
received an appointment in his Depart­
ment?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LADOUR AND 
Il\'DUSTRY (Hon. i.L P. Hynes, Tou·nsville) 
replied-

" No." 

PRIVILEGE. 

DISALLOWAXCE OF QUESTIONS. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan): Mr. Speake1<,. 
I rise to a point of order. I notice that the 
questions of which the hon. member for 
Cook gave notice yesterday, have been 
se,·erely sub-edited or pruned. You have 
giYen reasons for your actions, but I an1 
of the opinion that your ruling is wrong, 
particularly as you have rJlowed two ques­
tions to-day, numbers 11 and 13, to appear 
on the business sheet when they worf) ruled 
out of order on Tuesday last. Your ruling 
led to the notice of motion by the hem. mem­
ber for Cook to disagree with your ruling. 
I an1 of tlw opinion that the quet)Lion can 
be eettled satisfactorily only by this House 
in accordance YYith the provisions of the 
Standing Orders. Accordingly, I give notice 
of motion that this House disagrees with 
:,·our ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot accept the 
motion. It is not in order, for the reasons 
that I have already stated. It is true that 
two of the qtH•stions asked by the hon. mem­
ber for Cook arc substantially the same as a 
yJortion of a question already asked by that 
hon. gentleman. As stated in my previous 
ruling, those questions "ere ruled out of 
order on the ground that they were not in 
order in their then existing form, i.e., with 
the inclusion of questions already asked. 
The hon. member for Cook made no cndea· 
vour to ask the questions in an amended 

Hon. G. Pollock.] 
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form until yesterday, and when he made that 
endeavour the questions were allowed to 
appear on the business sheet so long as they 
diU not contain tho rnattt'r which was previ­
ously af-ked and answered. The hon. member 
ha-s- since rnade an cnch'avour to ask the ques­
tions in an arncndcd fonn, and when he n1ade 
that endeavour the questions were allowed to 
appear on the business sheet so long as they 
did not contain the questions which were 
previously asked and answered. 

PAPERS. 

The following paper was laid on ihe table, 
and ordered to be printed:-

Report by the Land Administration 
Board under " The Closer Settlement 
Acts, 1906 to 1931." 

The following [Japer was laid on the 
table:-

Order in Council, dated 5th May, 1933, 
under "The State Advances Cor­
poration Buildings Improvement Act 
of 1932." 

PERSO:"!AL EXPLA:"!ATIO:;\S. 

ALLEGED APPOINTMENTS TO THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

Mr. R. M. KI-:\'G (Lor;un) [10.48 a.m.], 
by leave: I wish to make a personal explana· 
tion. In a speech which was delivered 
vostcrdav in this House the lJOn. nwml, t' 

for Bul~mba devoted a good deal of his 
time to the question of the alleged appoint· 
ment to the public service of relatives of 
members of the Opposition. In the course of 
his speech the hon. member said-

" The appointments did not finish 
there, so far as Ministers \VCl'C (·on­
cerncd, because the brother-in-law of il:o 
late Secretary for Public ·works ... " 

I would inform the hon. nt<mber that 1 am 
not the le.te Secretary for Public VI' orb: I 
am the ex-Secretary for Public \Vorks-

' Mr. Deshon was found to be a verv 
suitable man for promotion to the Lon;! 
Court at £l,OCO a year, and his brother 
had excellent claims for appointment as 
inspector in the Agricultural Bank." 

I desire to say that Mr. Deshon was 
appointed to the public service many years 
before he became my brother-in-law. By 
dint of assiduous and loyal senicc to the 
State he reached a very high position, ancl 
was appointed to the Land Court as a Land 
Court judge by the Cabinet of which I hap­
pened to be a member. (Government inter· 
ruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. R. M. KING: Everybody, J think, 
has admitted that the appointment was the 
right one--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order r 

1\Tr. R. M. KI:;'{G: Rut I want to say 
this--

:Vlr. SPEAKER : Order ! 'I Le hem. mem­
ber is not permitted to ch)bato the qu,•stion. 

Mr. R. M. KIJ\iG: I do not want to debat2 
it; I simply want to say that I had uothing 
whatever to do with the appointment of Mr. 
Deshon to that particular pos:tion. As a 
matter of fact, :=.tltha:1gh T rec.~:~ni3cd Mr. 
Deshon's clu i1ns, I supr_·lorred another pE:reon 

[Hon. G. Pollock. 

altogeth~r. (Government laughter.) Minis. 
toro of the then Cabinet can Lear me out 
in that particular l't~gar• l. 

The other point 1s th:tt mv brother W''s 
appointed to the pub 1ic sc1-vict'. That is 
quite true. I introduc<' 1 my brother lo tlJe 
present Premier and to the Secretary for 
A.griculture, knowjng that Lht'ro ·w;h , u1ue 
vacancv in connection \\lth the De1wrtment 
of Ag1:icult.nre. The rn11.tter wa.;; (·nlirely in 
the Premier's hands, and the hon. gentle. 
man was kind onoug·h to appoint my brother 
to a position, as he recognised he was a 
gooJ Inan for the posltion. I ltad 11oihing 
whatever to do with the appointment. 

Mr. BEDFORD: What are you apologising­
for? 

lYl'l·. R. M. KING: Allow me to say that 
probably if the hon. member had bis orpor­
tunity--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mt·m· 
bn must not debate the que,tion. 

Mr. R. M. KI:"!G: I do not desue to 
debate the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon. 
member resume his scat. (The hon. merr:bBr 
for Logan resumes his seat.) The hon. mem­
ber knows that a personal explanation t el]l. 

not develop into a debate, and I hope he 
will not endeavour to debate the question. 

Mr. R M. KI::\TG : I do not desire to 
debate the question, and I was not aware 
that I was so doing. I was simply pointing 
out that, so far as I am personally con­
cerned, I had no hand in the appointment 
of either of these relatives of mine. It is 
only in keeping with the tactics ;Hloptod by 
the hon. member for Bulimba that he should 
try to make an accusation that I used mJ 
political position to get relatives of mine 
into jobs in the public service. There io 
absolutely no foundation for the statement, 
and I challenge the hon. member to say it 
outside. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora) [10.51 a.m.], 
by leave: I, too wish to make a personal 
explanation. The hon. member for Bulimbn 
in his speech yestErday made reference to 
the fact that certain relatives of mine hau 
been appointed in the Department of Agri­
culture and Stock. I want to say that all 
appointments and all promotions that wore 
made in that department went through the 
usual channels. To the best of my know­
ledge, every one was recommended by the 
Public Service Commissioner. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : You 
cannot get away with that. 

Mr. WALKER: You, Mr. SpoakN, will 
believe me when I say that. It is all very 
well to make sweeping assertions withollt 
knowing the full facts of the position. 
When the hon. member for Bulimba saicl 
that my Gon had been appointed as a stock 
inspector he \vas quite correct. My soli 
applied for the position, and I understand 
he is regarded as a flrst-class man and ;, 
giving universal satisfa"tion. I had nothing 
to do with the appointment. (Government 
laughter.) Regarding the appointment of 
my son-in-law as herdsman at Dunwich--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This matter 
belongs to a debate on another motion, and 
the hon. member is not permitted to enter 
into a full discussion of the matter on a 
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personal explanation. He may cxpl<tin or 
rlc'ny, but he cannot debate thl' matter. 

:Mr. \VALKER: I soc that your ruling is 
quite sound. I asked the Department of 
Agriculture for inforrnation regarding n1y 
son this morning. This is what I asked and 
the information I received from the depart­
ment with the approval of the Secretary for 
Agriculture-

" 1. \Yhcn was Hanv Jamcs \Valk'r 
first appointed to tho Department of Agri­
culture and Stock ·:-17th l'\oycmbcr, 1927. 

"2. Did he subsequently pass an 
examination for slaughtering inspector­
(o\ In open comr1etition-Yes: (b) in what 
ycar-1929; (c) IYhat v;a" thP unrnber of 
c wdidatc•s-59: (rl) what was his place 
in the exa1nination ?-First. 

"3. \Vhen \Yas he appointed an in­
spector ?--In October, 1930. after having 
~:;ervcd six mouths' probatjonship." 

1\Tr. :"\I!\11\IO (Oxlcy) [10.56 a.m.]. l>y lean•: 
J wisl: to make a per,onal explanation. The 
appoi ntmont of m'' drtughter was rcfurccl to 
bv the· hon. member for Bulimba yo,tercla~· 
a~ o political appointment, and I wish to 
state the facts. 

She attended the State schooL secured a 
scholarship for the Grammar school, and 
pa~secl her junlor examinat:on, and ~ubse­
qucnlly passed her scnjor examination. srh~ 
attendC"d the Queensland University whem 
she got her Bachelor of Arts de~ree in law 
subj{'cts in May. 1929. She was the fir t 
woman to do so. On leaving the UniYersitv 
she 11pplied for admission to tho public 
:-:;f'rYic2; that was before I was a n1cn1ber of 
1 >arlin n1ent. 

She joined the staff of Messrs. 'I'ully and 
\Yilson, and was admitted as a banistn. 
]\fr. Storv wrote to l1er to con1c in and scP 
him, wh~n he offered an appointment. I 
used no influence at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That matter 
ran be dealt with on a, motion which is 
coming before the House to-day. 

Mr. KIMMO: I am denying that it is a 
political appointment. I wish to state--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I would po:nt 
out to the hon. member that there will be 
an Appropriation Bill before the House 
to-day when tlwre will be abundant oppor­
tunity to debrlte the subject. I hrtve no 
desin' to prevent any hon. member from 
giving a personal 0xplanation, but it must 
l•c a personal explanation and must end 
at that. 

Mr. :--.JI:\Il\IO: I quite agree, Mr. Speaker. 
that your ruling is correct, but I think l 
c rn Pntitled to show that my daughter, on 
rho facts I ha Y<l presented, was entitled 
to an apflOintmcnt by the Public Servi< '' 
Commissioner off her own bat. YYhilc she 
was m the public service she earned her 
salary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member knows that he is out of order. 

Mr. :"\IMMO: I have to bow to your 
ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I have to say on this 
matter is that this sorry businecs has 
entirely justified the ruling I gaYe yesterday. 

Ho:<rocR.\BLE ME1\BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MA:HER (West ;tJ oreton) [10.58 a.m.J. 
by leave: I wish to make a pereonnl explana­
tion. I shall be verv brief. Mv sister-in-law 
-((;ovomment lau~hter)-is a rrwmbcr of the 
public scrYicc, and secured a po:;:itjon there 
by a competitive public oxaminatior1. 

:Mr. MAXWELL (Toou·onu) [10.59 a.m.], 
bv lea vc: I wish to make a pcrson:tl 
eXplanation. During the cour~c of the 
debate yesterday the hon. member for 
Bulimba made a statement about political 
jnfltH'ncc having bPrn nscd by rne to secure 
a position for my niece>. 1 wish to deny that. 
l chalkng-e any hon. mPmber of this House 
to state that [ ever did tha1. As a matter 
of fact it is quite true that my niece secured 
a position in the public service by examiua~ 
tiorr without any political influence. 

Mr. SPEAKEH : Order! The hon. 
member knowo that he c:Lnnot debate the 
matter under cover of a rersonal cxplana~ 
tion. 

Mr. MAX\'\'ELL: I .do kno,,-, Mr. Speakn, 
and I am denyin[(' the statement made by 
lhe hon. member for Bulimba. The po.-ition 
is similar to that mentioned hv tho hon. 
member for \Vcet Morcton. The appoint­
ment was obta.inccl by competitive examina­
tion. 

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrcqo) [11 a.m.], by 
leave: I also wish to make a personal 
explanation (Laughter.) I wish to put it 
on reeord that at lc,tst OJW member of 
Parliament has no relatives in the public 
service. I have neYer had a rclatiyo in the 
public 8ervico, not <!VOll arnongE't my imme­
diate ancestors. There are none in the 
rolicc force (laughter), although 400 or 500 
~-ear::; n go some of my ancPdors rnay have 
given the poljce considerable trouble. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

:\IISTAKE 1::-.J "DAILY ::\JAIL." 

Mr. WATERS (Kdrin Grore) [10.55 a.m.], 
by leave: I wish to make a personal explana­
tion. The "Daily Mail " newspaper to-day 
credits me with having spoken on the Ad­
dress in Reply yesterday. I did not do so, 
as I had spoken previously in the debate. 
I believe the remarks attributed to me were 
made by the hon. member for Cooroora. 

SUPPLY. 

VOTE ON AcCOFKT-£3.000,000. 
:I!ESS.-\GE FROM THE DEPLTY GOVERNOR. 

Mr. SPEAKER announced lhe rcC"eipt 
from His Excellency the Depnty Governor 
of a message rccon1tnending tlwt thr fol1o·.v­
ing provi:;:ion be made on a('count of the 
services of tho year ending 30th .June. 1934 :-

From the Consolicloted ReYcmw Fund of 
Queensland (exclusive of the moneys 
stftnding to the credit of the Loan 
Fund Account) the sum of £1.600.00J; 

From the Trmt and SpPcial Funds the 
sum of £800,000; and 

From the money standinr; to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account the sum 
of £600.000. 

0PE::<rmG OF CmDIITTEE. 

The TREASURER (:Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, ;ttackay): I move-

" That you do now leave the chair, and 
the House resolve itself into a Committee 

Mr. Waters.] 
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of the Whole to consider the Supply to 
be granted to His Majesty." 

Que,tion put and passed. 

COM111TTEE. 

(Jlr. Hnnson, Bumnda, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Jlackay) [11.3 a.m.]: I move-

" That thPre be granted to His 
Majesty, on account, for tbe service of 
the year 1933-34, rr further sum not 
exceeding £3,000,000 towards defraying 
the expenses of the various departments 
and services of the State." 

This is the first Supply Bill usually intra· 
ducecl in the early stages of each Parlia· 
n1ent. Provision is made for an f'',timated 
amount to moot the requirements of the 
State until about the end of October. The 
following sums were appropriated by Appro. 
priation Bill, No. 3, last year, on account 
of the flnancial year 1933-34 :-

Consolidated Revenue 
Trust and Special Funds 
Loan Fund 

£ 
1,800,000 

900,000 
450,000 

£3,150,000 

The amounts included in the present Bill 
are-

Consolidated Rm·enue 
Trust and Special Funds 
Loan Fund 

Together those arnounts n1ake 
account of the current financial 

Consolidated Revenue 
Trust a1:d Special Funds 
Loan Fund 

£ 
1.600,000 

800,000 
600,000 

£3,000,000 
a total on 
year of-

£ 
3,400,000 
1, 700,000 
1,050,000 

£6,150,000 

Mr. FADDEN (Il.enncdy) l11.6 a.m.]: 
This motion offers us the first opportunity 
this session of making a survey of the finan­
cial achievements of last vear and a forecast 
of the probable financial results of the coming 
yf'ar. The inforrnation available is cer­
tainly meagre. A consideration of the 
returns presented for the year ended 30th 
June last reveals that the Government 
expended from all sources during that period 
the mm of £2,228,611 more than was 
C'xpendl'd dnring the previous year. Thr~ 
Labour Government cling desperately to the 
policy that the greater the amount of expendi. 
tu re the greater the spending power of the 
community and the better the opportunity of 
the State to rr•cover from financial depression. 
The facts before us do not bear out that con­
tention. Last year expenditure increased by 
£2,228,611 over the previous year. but our 
deficit was reduced b,· only £520,726, and that 
was achwYed only after extracting an addi­
twnal £975,000 from industry and the gencml 
activities of tlw State by way of increased 
taxation. Whilst the ·deficit of the State was 
?ocreas(•d b,, only £520,726 the budgets of 
mdustry and private individuals were detri­
mentally affected to the extent of £975,000. 
There ie only one purse from which our econo­
mic activities can be defrayed, and that is 
the purse of the public. Governments 
simply col'ect and expend the money; they 
do not create rt. If industry is to be deprived 

[Hon. W. Forgan Bmith. 

of an additional sum of £975,0DO for govern­
mental purposes then industry is placed at 
a disad\'antag-e to that extent in its own 
operations. The Governor's Speech ·d<>rnon-
stratcrl in no uncertain way just was 
the opinion of the Treasurer and pHty 
in this respect. It sets out that llldnstry has 
to Le relied upon for the relief of unemploy­
ment, ancl when speaking the other day the 
Secrctarv for Labour and Industry st.ated 
that imlustry \vas not doing sufficient to 
relieve that problem. Industry cannot be 
expected to give in both directions. It can­
not find the where\vithal for governmental 
activities on the one hand, and at the samo 
time provide the wherewithal for its own 
actiYities on the other. The State has been 
over-taxed and is still over,taxed, and, unfor­
tunately, no relief is anticipated in. that 
direction during the curr(•J;t year. It 13 all 
verv well to criticise the late Government. 
but~ it must be remembered that thev wm·c 
faced with a position unparalleled ~in the 
history of Queensland, nay, in the history of 
the world. The price-· for primary products 
throu"hout the world have fallen to an alarm­
ing e;tent, and the Treasurer has cxprc,.sed it 
as his opinion that no improvement can be 
anticipated in this country until world price· 
leYels are rai-sed. The gt'ncral tendency 
throughout the world to-day is not in the 
direction of a higher world price-level, alld 
that is the position that we must face. We 
h.ave al,o been informed by those competent 
to know that Australia is in for a vNy bad 
time if bad seasons are experienced. \V e are 
no'v gambling on a continuation of good 
ceasons, looking for fair weather throughout. 
\V c are n1aking no provision for the pos8ibili~ 
tics of drought or other dieastrous climatic 
or other circumstances th.at might affiict our 
primary industrie,, \Ve have beeu warned 
that if our primary industries am to suffer 
a bad season or two we may have to default. 
Faced with all these circnmstanct'', \Yhat do 
we find? \Ve find that the party in power 
have budgeted for an increased deficit dur­
ing the current year. 'rhe deficit ·is to be 
increased by £195,556, making a total deficit 
of £1,740,000 for the cnsuiHg year. Hon. 
rnen1bers opposite n1ay be consoled in tho 
fact that there \Yas a r<•ciuction in the d~ficit 
for last year, but on a C(•mparativo bas,is \\O 
arc £494,264 worse off than \Ye were the 
prevwus year. 

The TuE.\SURER: How do you make that 
out? 

Mr. FADDE"J: We have taken £97.5,0CO 
out of the pockets of the people h·lt th" 
deficit has been reduced bv only £520,000. 
Therefore, the State and the people must 
be £494,000 worse off. What do c find·: 
The ag-gregate deflcit for the two years 
under the present Gon~nunent is expected 
to be £3,284,444. The dclicit for the 1932,33 
financial ,,ear was £1,554,444, \\'bile the anll­
cipated cieficit for the cm·rent financial year 
is £1,740,DOO. That is to say, the averag-e 
deficit for the first two vears of the present 
c;overnrnent will bt• £~1.642,222. Comparv 
that with what the 1Uoore Government 
achicYcd. or when the rot set in, as we 
are told by hon. members opposite, during 
the rcg:rrw of the l\Ioorc (;ovennucnt. The 
average deficit during the term of the 
~Ioore Uovernment, clnring the worst years 
\Yhich this State and the world have experi· 
cnced economically, was £1,213,469, <tpproxi­
mately £400,000 less than th" achievement 
and anticipations of the present Go,,ernment. 
'rho r:l,reasurer, and hon. mcrnbers sitting 
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behind him, referred to the Moore Govern­
ment as tho "Dmclman of deficits," but if 
th:s aggn•gation of delicits is rnaintainccl tho 
present Government will, at the end of their 
term, Le known as the " McDougall of 
deficits," because they will have topped the 
score. De;;;pite the increase in svending 
power, and increased deficits of the Uovern­
rnent \\ c find that uncrnployrnent is incrcas­
illg all the tirno. The Director of the 
Burc:m of Industry, :Mr. J. B. Brigden, 
reports that during the year 1932-33 the 
number of unernployecl has increased by 
5,401. That is evidence that the policy being 
carried out bv the Governrnent is not in the 
be't interests" of the people. 

The TREAS1:RER: \Vhv don't vou quote 
~1r. Brigclcn's explanation of th~t' 

1\lr. FADDE~: The fact remains that the 
numbcr of unemployed m that period 
irwrca·ed by 5,401, notwithstanding that the 
hon. gcntlernan n1ay have an explanation or 
excu~c. The fact also l'Olnain::; that these 
men are not employed, dc'<p:te the importar.t 
fact that people arc being taxed ont of 
existence. They have been forced to curtail 
their activities, and in the curtailment of 
those activities they have to throw men on 
the unemployment market. I know that 
frmn my per~ona1 experience·. Tt ~s no Hse 
our sav1ng that \Ye lHne turned the eorr:cr 
econor;ticdlly, or that the rot has been 
stopped. That statement is borne out bv the 
anticipation of the Treasurer. If we~ look 
at the facts, figures, and computations 
which brought rtbout the statement thrtt the 
Government anticipate a deficit this year of 
£1,7~10.000, which was placed before the 
Loan Conncil. we will find that lht' Tre<t"ll'Pr 
expects taxation revenue to be; reduced by 
£230.000. What does that mean? Does 
it moan that we should be optimistic 
<'nough to think that the Government pro~ 
pose to reduce the incidence of taxation, or 
does it rnean that the rrrPaSUl'Cl' is pessi­
mistic bPcause he realises that the produc­
tivity of the State has declined to such an 
extent that this ,,,ear the people will not have 
the same amount of taxable income as in 
the previous year? 

According to the Governor's Speech the 
fnm of £354.000 "<lS advanced by the 
Agt'icultural Bank to agriculture and 
oettlement generally. That is approximat<'ly 
£80,000 less than the sum advanced for the 
year ended 1932, \Yhen according to tlw 
) .. D.C. of Quc'enslancl Statistics £432,237 
was adYancecl. I <JUOte these figures Lccause 
they are stated in the official records and 
that is the only source from which w~ can 
get then1. 

On looking further into the position I find 
that there was a saying in expPncliture of 
£117.526 in the first CJUarter of the 1932~33 
financial year. If that rate of saving had 
been continued for tbe whole period of the 
financial year the saying would have 
amounted to £470,192, instc,acl of £ll8 205 
"\vhich is shown in the reYenue retn~~ns. 
Tho~'e returns sho·w that this saYing wa2 
dfectcd by a decrease of expenditure in 
the first and second CJUartcrs of £117.528 and 
£23.617, respectivE'ly; but in the th'rd and 
fourth quarters there was an increa<e of 
£13.372 and £9,568, respectively. There 

are smne unnecessary or nncxplainable 
additions to expenditure to the PXtcnt of 
£Z51.987. vVhat does that cxrwnditure 
cmnprise? There have been no incrernents 
paid to public servants. There has been 

no scholarship expenditure because although 
the scholarships were iHcreased the cost of 
that increase will not reflect itself in the 
1932~33 finallcial figures. There has 
ccrtainl v been an increase in the cost of 
State aid, but that increase only took place 
in part of the year and po,sibly would only 
amount to £7,000. So that the reconcilia­
tion of that increased exvcnditurc must 
create an amount of avvroximately £345,000 
to be explained. The 44-hmtr week was 
not re-enacted; therefore the co:~t is not 
contained in that expenditure. How, there­
fore, was that brought about? It appears it 
must have been brought a boLt! by increased 
employment in the public service; but, 
despite that increased employment we find 
the general uncrnploy1nent position in 
Queensland has Hot imvroved in the same 
period. If the economies that were inherited 
b:-· the party opposite had been maintained, 
there would have been no reason for 
increased taxation. Super land tax would 
not have been necessary, nor would the 
increased taxation that has such disastrous 
effects on the industrial activities of the 
State. The saving would have given privat(' 
industry an opportunity to function along 
proper econon1ic lines, because even the rnost 
biassed person will recognise that £1 in tlw 
haud- of printtc inclustr:,' is better than £3 
in the hands of Governments. There is 
always the psychological aspect to be 
reckoned with when private industry is 
functioning along proper economic lines. 
The 'Treasurer recognises that because he 
stated so in his speech. The Secretary for 
Labour and Industry also recognises that 
fact Lecause he cornplairwd that industry 
'"a,, not doing enough towards the relief of 
unemployment. I would remind the hon. 
g:1'ntlcrnan that industry cannot do rnore 
than it is doing. Industry cannot flue! the 
wherewithal for governmental activities and 
at the same time provide for private activi­
ties, vriYatc rnaintcnancc, and private 
expansion. Taxation has bocorr1e f'O oppre:~­
sivc in the State that we have reached " 
stage tantamount to the socialisation o£ 
industry. The GoYcrnn1cnt are taking too 
big a proportion out of the pockets of the 
people by way of taxation. Luth direct and 
indirect. The GoYernment have placed them­
selves in a n1ost unique lJO~ition a~ a partner 
in irlllustr;y-~t Ill0:5t unique partner, because 
they ~hare Jll'aciically half the profits but 
do not contrilmte to the losses, ihc rcspon­
sihilitv, or the liabil'tv. 1Jntil such time 
as w,: can bring about a tendency to reduce 
taxation and give private industry an 
opportunity to absorb tho unemployed, our 
Oiffirnlties wd1 n)rnain as thev arc and wo 
shall only be able to create pa lliatiYes that 
will haYc no lasting benefit to the uncm-
1J]oycd-I n1lght almo<;;t say the increasing 
army of unemployed. It must be realised at 
"11 tirnec, that \\'C are going to haye unem· 
ployerl. ·we lta Ye created a new industcv 
of unemp~o:ced. Even if price levels returned 
to v,hat the,, \Yore in the peak .'~car-1928-­
we woulrl still lta,·e unemployment. for the 
simple reason that we then harl a borrmYing 
policv for the Commonwealth amount'ng 
to £22.500.000 per year, which, Mr. l3ric;-den 
say:-:. is tantamount to a \Vagc expenditure 
of 28s. per week. \Ve cannot borrow in the 
foreign markets of the world, so that the 
only alternative is to adjust our position 
internallv. liYe \Yithin our income. reduce 
go,·ernm~ntal expenditure without 'bringing 
about privation, and at all times allow 

JYlr. Jiladden.] 
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industry to function so that we can maintain 
the stalldards of living that are within the 
capacity of indu,try to pay. 

Mr. HUSSELL (Hamilton) [11.23 a.m.]: 
The GoYermncnt ha vo just finished their first 
year of office, and the public will pass judg­
ment on them, favOL!rably or unfavourably, 
accordingly as they haYe controlled the 
finances of the State. The Treasurer has had 
a lot to say of late as to results of that first 
vear of office, and to the extent that he can 
!wrsuado the electors that his methods in 
financial administration have been superior 
to onrs and that ho has achieved greater 
nesults for the people, he is entitled to 
crl•dit. But while the hon. gentleman has 
painted in glowing colours a picture of the 
firw ncial position of Queensland. there is 
another side to the picture-a most important 
aspect that public men must consider, because 
on the proper control of the finances will 
depend whether our State will prosper or 
otherwise. \Ye have had a good deal of 
discussion in the press in regard to the 
rP ;ults of the flnancial administration of the 
past hve1Ye n1onths. ThP TrC'a"lll't'T l1<1-- !· (':l 

working to somo part of the Premiers' Plan. 
As a matter of fact, very few modifications 
ha ye yet been adopted by the party in 
office, although it is anticipated that during 
the current financial year some of the objec­
tions that W('l'C raised ln- thf' Trl':l:--ltrc!· ·lJd 
his party will be given effect to in the 
financial administration of the present year. 

The Premiers' Plan was adopted in June, 
1931, and was to cover a period of three 
years, and, under the plan, Government 
deficits wore to be scaled down until the 
3l:th June, 1934, when it VIas hoped that 
budget cquilibriurn \Von1d hn ve Le en 
achieYed. It was anticipated-or, at any 
rate, a pious hope was expressed, if I may 
put it that way-that price levels might 
haYe risen sufficiently, and that, in conjunc­
tion with the big saving anticipated in 
Govcrnrncnt expenditure and interest rates, 
the result would have been increased national 
inc·ome. so that by .June, 1934, we would 
ha,·e been able to continue on a normal 
course. But. unfortunately, there has been 
no increase in price levels~as a matter of 
fact. many of our commodities have gone 
down in prices. 

\Ve notice that at the last Premiers' Con­
ference it \vas decided that the States should 
budget for ·deficits in the aggreg·ate that 
\l'oulcl total close on £9,000,000. The Com­
monwealth expected, of course, to have a 
surplus; that surplus is mainly brought 
RLout by non-payment of war debts to the 
British Go,·ermnent. 'The Commonwealth 
Bank Board agreed to finance the Australian 
Governments up to £8,500,000 to cover the 
anticipated deficits that would eventuate up 
to 30th June next, and Queensland's share 
of that proYision by the Commonwealth 
Bank Board •vas £1.850.000. Tlw Tl'C''I'ln·e;­

has declared himself to be quite satisfied 
with the position; but, to my mind, the very 
Hk't of budge!Jng for a deficit approaching 
£2.000,000 is staggering in the extreme. It 
would lead one to believe that the Govern­
nlcn~ !lrc grad11al1y getting away frorn the 
prO\'lSJOns of the Premiers' Plan. and in 
conjunction with many of the other State 
Governments the desire seems to be to ignore 
the recurring deficits and go on and gubsist 
on borrowed money as much as wo possibly 
can. As I said a few days ago, the carrying 
out of that policy by Labour landed us in 
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a ycrv bad state some years ago. At any 
rate, the Treasur(T pin;:;; hi~ faith on the· 
iucrease of prosperity by spending loans and 
restoring CC'rtain deductions \vhich wore made 
'"' the :Moore Administration while in office. 
IIis conteution is that we have by our actwns 
deslro;·ed the spending power of the com­
munity, whereas the policy should be to 
eucourage tlw spending power of the people 
ll\ floating huge loans which may help to 
rehabilitate industry and put men in employ­
ment. His remedy is as old as the hills and 
has been tried before, and whilst it may 
1·l·lieYe the position to sorr1e extent we have 
had such severe lessons in tho past that we 
should hesitate before we embark on a policy 
of inflation which has been advocated by 
the TrPasurcr. He has been in the habit r,f 
ni ug that the deficit of the Moo re Adminis­

tn;tion was the highest deficit on record in 
the State, inasmuch as their· total in the 
last year of office was £2.075,180. At any 
rate, the Trf'asurer hitnsclf i~ cmning YC'l'\ 

clo,,e to that; but in justice to the Mooro 
.Adtninistration, as the hou. ll1Clnber for 
I'\:eJJncdy has pointed out, they received a 
-hock in their last year of office by the 
enormous drop in income of over £2,000.000. 
Thot result could pot. ha.-e been forescr'n: 
lmt letting that go for the moment. we find 
that the 1\looro -~dministration, during their 
three vears of office. accumulated deficits 
amount.ing to £3,640,408. This is held up to 
execration bv our friends opposite, and it 
has been alieged that the 11oore Adminis­
tration were lacking in financial ability and 
brottght the people of the State to a position 
of miserv. Dut what do we find with regard 
to tile pcrr··-cnt Administration? They boast 
that thev have reduced the deficit by 
£520,000, cas compared with the p·,•vi e 
vear; nevertheless their deficit was 
£1.554,444, which is an cnonnous amount 
comidoring the extra taxation that was 
imposed. For the present year they budget 
for a deficit of £1.850.000-thc amount IllPn­
t ioucd at lhc conference of Premiers in June 
last. Adding- Lho~o l we arnount~ together­
and the latter will certainly be much greater 
b"camc the Govermnct1t haYe to make pro­
yision for incrcasPd expenditure in all depart­
ments-thev will haYc a total deficit for two 
yf'ars of £3.404.444, or only about £200,000 
less than the Moorc Government piled up 
in three years; so that the average of the 
Prc ·ent GoYcrmnent far cxceelh that of the 
iatc GoverntnhJt, and at the rato thev are 
going their ayerage will be n1any hun.dreds 
of thousands of pounds greater than that of 
the :Moore Government at the end of three 
vears. It therefore ill becomes hon. members 
~ppositc to blame the late GoYcrnment for 
what thoy did in endeavouring to pull the 
countr!' out of its troubles, because they 
thcnl~f'iyf'c, .arc going he:td1ong to flnanci al 
ruin, and instead of an aggregate deficit of 

3.640.000 for three years at the present 
rate, theirs will be between £4,000,000 and 
£5.000,000. 

In hls la~t Budget the Treasurf'r lntirnatr'd 
that it wa-, tlw intention of thn Uovc>t'lllll('Jd, 

to raise fr<'sh taxation, including the follow-
Ing:-

Ucimposition of sup<'r land tax 
Increased income tax, chiefly 

on cou1panics 
Increa:oed rajlway fl'cigbts and 

fares 
:;\lain Roads Fund transfer 

f; 
130J;()Q 

270.COG 

£975,000 
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The transfer from main roads funds was, in 
rny opiuion a most indiscreet measure lllUS· 

much as main roads funds arc contributed 
mostly by motori,ts and by the Federal Go­
vernment in tho way of subsidy for the 
special purpose of making roads. 

The Tt·ca3\Her has said that money lo 
which I have referred was not received bv 
bis Government because the revenue for the 
past 0·ear shows only a slight increase over 
that of the previous year, despite the extra 
taxation, but I would point out that most of 
that npw t>Lxation has actuallv been received. 
<1s will be seen from an analys1s of the receipts 
of the~ various dcpartrnent.s. For instaucc, 
the estimated receipts from income tax, 
including the new taxation of £270,000, was 
£1,670,000, but the Go,·crnmcnt rcceiYed 
£1,743,383, or an excess over their <estimate 
of £73,383. In that case we can safely assert 
that the extra £270,000 was actually obtained. 
The estimated receipts from land tax, includ­
ing the super land tax of £130,000, were 
£460,000. The Government actually received 
£422,584, so that there was a deficiency there 
below the estimate of £17,416, but they 
actually received £112,584 of the new taxa­
tion-that is, the super land tax they reim­
posed. They certainly fell down on the rail-
1Yays. They proposed to increase fares and 
freights by £325.000, making their estimated 
rcce'pts from 1hc railways £5,925,000. They 
recei n•d actually £5,851,207, or a deficiency 
of £73.793 as compared with their estimate. 
Their receipts, however, clearly prove that 
the extra reveuue thcv received from the 
railways was £251,207·: Adding to these 
the amount of £250,000 represl'nted by the 
transfer of the :VIa in Roads Trust Funds and 
£16,923 derived from the collections under 
the transport regulations, it will be seen that 
the new taxation actually received bv the 
Government last year amounted to £960.726. 
Despite the fact that they have derived 
almost an extra £1,000,000 by way of new 
taxation th<'Y come out with a deficit of 
£1,500,000. It clearly proves to mv mind 
that the new taxation levied bv the Govern­
ment twelve months ago has pr,actically been 
received. There haYc been decreases in son1e 
of the departments. The Treasurer endeav­
oured to convey the impression that the whole 
of the new taxation imposed had not been 
received, but rny fi.gureB conclusively prove 
that new taxati;m amounting to £901,000 
was actually receiVed by the Government. 

The 'l'REASllRER: There is a difference of 
£73,000 between your figure and that of the 
hon. member for Kenncdy. 

Mr. RGSSELL: There is some doubt about 
that, and I <1m giving the GoY<ernment the 
benefit of that dou!Jt. It is the policy of the 
Government to crnbark upon a vigorous public 
works programme. \Vhilst we can have little 
objection to the expenditure of loan money 
on purely producti.-e enterprises, I do think 
it is a mistakc•n policy for the Government 
to sink ~o n1nch n1or;ey in nPw buildings. 
I have 11evcr bee11 an advocate of a building 
programme in regard to lho erection of build­
ings for the Governn1cnt. I was Hover in 
favom· of the new State Insurance building 
in Anzac Square. I arn not in favour of 
adding a new unit to it nor am I in favour 
of constructing a nPw building in William 
street for the Health Department and the 
Department of Agriculture. That is not the 
proper way to expend loan money. W c 
should make the gr<'atcst use of the human 
factor and as much money as possible should 

be spent in wages and little or no money 
spent upon mat0rials. The object of unem­
ployment relief is to place as rnauy men as 
PO"<ible back in work, and the best avenues 
for the ernplo;·mcnt of those men are, firstly, 
ernployn1ent in rural industries along similar 
lines to that adopted so succcesfully by the 
Land Administration Board; secondly, by 
the employment of as many men as possible 
upon the construction of new roctds through­
OLJt the countrv. Those two projects would 
demand the use of a Yast army Of labour, 
and bv those means a large number of men 
would ·be taken off the unemployment market. 
It is far better to spend money in that direc­
tion than in the erection of palaces to house 
public servants. In Brisbane to-day we have 
anv number of very fine building·s that can 
be· purchased .-ery, very cheaply or can be 
rented at a very low rental, and I do think 
that while there is the present stagnation in 
real estate and property generally, the Go­
Yernment would be well advised, if they 
require additional accommodation, to lease 
thole buildings that have been vacant for 
many years. That is the policy that is being 
followed bv the Commonwealth Government. 
I do not hold with the agitation that is being 
fostered bv some of our Labour friends in the 
Federal l{ousc who are endeavouring to 
persuade the Fedora] Government to build a 
new post ofrice in Brisbane. There is no need 
for it. 'fhe present post office is quite good 
enough for many years to come, and I hope 
that the Commonwealth Government will not 
waste their resources in that fashion. I 
would have no objection to the construction 
of these buildings in prosperous times, but 
they are not prosperous to-day, and there are 
many yacant buildings throughout Queens­
land. 

2\Ir. W. T. KrxG: Would the programme 
not pro.-ide \\·ork? 

Mr. RUSSELL: Better use could be made 
of the money by spending it on wages 
entirely instead of upon material. \V e have 
imported some of our material from the 
Southern States for some of the buildings 
already erected. ·we do use stone and cemcn t, 
but most of our steel work comes from the 
South. A building programme does not give 
as good a result in the employment of men 
as other proJects where the amount 1s 
expended almost entirely on wages. 

Mr. W. T. Knm: It all helps industry. 

Mr. RUSSELL: \V e could help industry 
to a greater extent by removing the men 
from the unemployment market and placing 
them in work. The human factor is prac­
tically the main factor. The amount of 
rnonev exr1ended in wages circulates through­
out the community, and that is to be pre­
ferred to a system of purchasing matenals. 
That is mv view and I hope the Go.-ern­
rnent will "hesitate before they go on with 
their building programme. It is the inten­
tion of the Government, during the emuing 
year, to add further to the public debt. 
They ha.-e already added to 1t to the 
extent of o.-cr £3,000,000 on wlnch the Stale 
will be called upon to pay interl''t. That 
is 8irr1ply a policy of inflation _ove1· agaH! 
vYe have boon accused of followmg a defla­
tion policy. The 'Treasurer stated that his 
rcrncdv was an inflation policy, but bear 1n 
mind 'that his party has been the grea1;est 
advocate of inflation eYer since it carnc 
into office in 1914. Oyer the whole period 
of fourteen vcar·· the Labour liovernmc 1t 
deliberately followed a policy of inflation by 

Jlr. Russell.] 
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spending an ave1·age of £4,000,000 in loan 
IllOilCJ per anllUlll. r_rhat ]s to say, in addi­
tion to the national incmne whlcb we were 
dd'iving, we borrowed £56,000,0JO throug~1out 
that term, and the greater part of that 
rnoney was spent in a sin1ilar way to what 
the Uon~rnrncnt arc :-pending thejr n1one~· 
to-da:.·. They pursued a policy of inflation, 
and it is on)-- natural that after 'luc,'l a 
policy a policy of dcflat;on must foliow. 
Our Government were forced to adopt that 
policy of deflation in order to put the ship 
on an even keel. The J\.Ioore Uovernntent 
were intnruptc•d in that policy and the old 
polic .. of inflation is being resorted to agaiu. 
\Ye wi!l suffer from similar ilh- as bcfo,-e 
through such a policy being pur.,ued. Infla­
tion. like alcohol, may be a good thing in 
moderation, but once it gets a hold on the 
victim the dose gf'ts larg<'r and larger until 
n1oneta ry tenns bccon1e completdy rncan·:ng­
lcss. The great Anglophobe, the hon. mem­
ber for \Vanego, advocates an cxtnwagcwt 
policy of inflation as a remedy for all our 
ills. I hope we will hesitate before rushing 
headlong into a policy which. will bring in 
its train disaster and miserv. \\'e should 
emulate the policy of c:-rcc~t Britain. ir, 
regard to t.hc erection of public buildin :s. 
A statement was made the other dav bv ::\Jr. 
Waiter Runciman. President of the British 
Board of Trade, and the Treasurer doubted 
the statement made bv the Leader of i he 
Opposition that Britain had gone in for a 
policy of housing to relieve unemployment. 
Mr. Runciman cxr)ressed grayc doubts 
\Yhether it was a remunerative method of 
tackling this quesi ion, a::J nothing could be 
gained by Britain extending its public works 
prograrnrne. :Thlr. Runciman's actual \YorJ.s 
were:-

" VVo have, in recent vears devoted 
£100,000,000 to schemes "of this kind. 
'l'ho result has Loon that. on an aYer::tge, 
for every £1,000,000 expended we h<t'e 
Pmploycd 2,000 men directly ''lld 2 081) 
mer: inrlirecth·. From thctt vou will 
oi•scn. that tf;is method of dealing w;th 
1-h~3 uuPrnployn1ent problcrn is 8Xl)e~lsiYc. 
In our opinion, it js nnduly pxp~:n-:.ive 
and it ]s an experin1ent we are not 
going to repeat. \Ye shail uot reopen 
these scheme, no rmttlr'r what ma.y be 
done elsewhere . \Yith the experi­
ence behind us of the last few veal'-'· 
':ve have com0 to the coudusion ~that, 
\Yhether in our own conntrv or r\::8-
"~vlwre, scheme;:; of this kind 0£ national 
public v1orks are a n1ost unrernuneratiYe 
way of dPa!ing with the unemployment 
problem." 

The UnitPd States of America has been 
cited \Yhere a si1nilar 11olicy l1as l:ot!n 
adopted. It must be borne in mind that 
the United States of An1erica has not pur­
sued a public 'vorks polic; prcviouslv, a11d 
that all her great undPrt;,kings have been 
)1rovided by privai e enterprise. The 
scheme of the President of the United State, 
i-: for the puql05'ie of absorbing the nnPD1-
ployPrl. lt is an experiment on the part 
of l1i:-; Govcrnn1rnt. It l1as ncv0r been tried 
bdore in thP l'nited Start's where to clay 
then• arc 35.000,000 unemployer~. In New 
Y~rk <J]one the (~ovcrnrnPnt ar0 fcc)ding 
dally 239,000 families. \Vc h:ne no idea 
of the distress prevailing- in the rnited 
States. yet this is the countrc· which hor1. 
rncrnlwrs opposite 'vish to c;,nlatc? Clnr 
conditions are entirch different. \Ye han• 
a small population and a policy of erecting 

[Mr. R1tssell. 

public building, in Australia is a wrong 
jJOlicy, especially in a countrv like Quccus­
land where wo have f:O "!l)a!ly OlJpor­
tunitic' of -,ettling JlCoplc on 1 he 
laiJd, -wbcrc they can, at any rate. earn a 
iiving. They can11ot earn a li:·ing_ in the 
United Staies because the farn11ng 11:du~try 
is over done. a.nJ there is no lll(:nkct for 
their product~f', but :in this country a rnan 
has a better chance: on the ln11d than in dH• 
city. The schemes for rural dcn•lopznctlt 
which have bee" promulgated by the Land 
Adrnin1stration Board, and were inaugu­
rated bv the 1\-loore Government-they 
included· the settlement of men on banana 
Ltrms-have my fullest approval. 

::\>Ir. SIZER (Surulgutc) [11.47 a.m.]: T do 
not propose to speak unduly long, but tlzcre 
is one subject I desire to devote myself to 
because it has been thrown loodv about 
tbe Chamber and the countn· for sor'oc time. 
That is the question of what took placr' at 
the Premiers' Conference in 1932. when it 1s 
alleged that the prc'<:ious GoYc:rnm€'nt 
agreed to cn1bark on a further 10 per cent. 
wage rcdnction in this State. l definitely 
say that this statement is untrue. It is of 
sufficient importance that I desirr• to place 
on the records of this Chamber exactly what 
the ex-Premier sa id. \Ye will then have 
'\Yhat that hon. gentlernan flnd his collcngucs 
caid exactly, and not the di,torted state­
ments which have been made. Those 
distorted statements have consisted of the 
context of one sentence adder! to portion of 
another sf'ntoncc, in order to HHlkf' a c se 
entire! v different from the ono placed bcf01·,, 
the co;1ference. 

First of all. let us deal ,_-ith the qnestion 
of whv that conference was called. The 
cconon;ic experts had revicwe-cl the position 
and had come to certain conclusions. As a 
matter of fact, the major portion of these 
conclnslons have sine<: been adopted, and 
many of them are being carried out to-day. 
Tlw portions to which the Queensland 
Gon·rnmcnt most strongly objected and to 
which thev refused to become parties have 
not been put into operation. They are-

(1) A reduction in the wage standards. 
(2) An increase in the rate of exchange. 

As the n•cord,, will show, those two questions 
were definitely objected to by the Queensland 
rcpresentatin-. Let me now ·deal with some 
uf the statf'rnPnts that wero made. \Ve 
recall that Australia at that stage was in 
1- 110 most cr1ticn1 period of her history. 
Unemployment was increasing rapid!}·, and 
budg('t dC'ficits were mounting up at an 
n.larruing rate. As the hon. member for 
J{cnJwd.v stat0d this morning. we \Vere gam­
hlin!!' o·1 !Yood seasons. ProYidelWC has been 
particnb1:lv g-ood to us. in that dnring our 
wo;:~t yoars of dcprcs;.,lon '\Vn ha YC had 
bountifnl wasons. \Vbat would haye hap­
nen,•d to this countrv if we had encmmtercd 
had ~C'iuons at a tjn}e of dcprP'l~ion is ·diffi~ 
C"llt to realise. Past expcr;cnce tells us that 
pPriocls of good seasons and bad seasons 
,;;tNnatP. \Ve have had an abnormally good 
rnn of ~plendid seasons; but we havo to 
rceog-nls,:~ that had soq~ons mav in the futuro 
han; to bo faced. The oxpoi·ts had this to 
say-

" J\Icn are unemplo::ed because prices 
for t.be products of industry over a large 
fielcl are lees than the cost of producing 
th<•rn. The fall of export prices has cut 
down generally the incomes of producers 
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for cxjlort. l\fany arc making los~es. 
This falling-dl' in rural purchasmg 
power has spread unemployment through­
ont the community. 

" The restoration of employment, as 
opposed to temporary stimulants, is to 
be found in bringing into. harmony th.e 
costs and prices of export mdustry. Th1s 
adjnstment must im·olve, for the time, 
a general lo\vering of standards in agree­
ment with our loss of real income. 

"The loss of real income has been 
partly covered up by two remarkable 
seasons. The volume of exports for 
1930-31 was greater than in any previous 
year, and for 1931-32 will certainly be 
still greater. Dut production in export 
industrv has become so unprofitable that 
the volume of export• could not be main­
tained even with similar seasons. In an 
average season it must be reduced; in 
a bad season greatly. 

" So far \\-o have only just 'hung on.' 
with r m p loyrnent still falling. To make 
export industry profitable again we must 
eithC'r lO\YCr cost:J or raise prices all 
ro'md. A better balance between costs 
<111d price':-:; and bc•tw('Cll t'xport prices a11d 
otlwr pl'ices is the essential of rcco.-ery. 

"Unless Government loan works are 
able to earn interest, they will add to 
the risk of de fa nlt, and have transient 
effects upon unemployment. But the 
adoption of the middle course outlined 
in the report would widen the range of 
public works suitable to increase emplo.v­
rnl'llt along sound lines. Its adoption 
would also allow Gm-ernments, under 
aclcquate safeguards, to lend money to 
pri.-ate enterprises offering a prospect of 
profit. but into which private capital is 
afraid to .-enture because of past losses." 

propose to deal specifically with these two 
recommendations that were made-

" That the State Parliaments take the 
neeessary actiou to ernpo\ver arbitration 
courts and wages boards to fix wages in 
accordance with economic conditions. 

" That all wage-fixing authorities com· 
plote the reduction of real wages by 10 
per coni-. below the level of 1928 whore 
this had not already been done." 

Further on, provision is made for setting up 
employment councils in the various States 
and for other matters which were subse­
quently adopted. To appreciate the atmos­
rhere of the time, we have to recall that 
the "Mad Mullah" of the Labour Party­
:\Ir. Lang-was running riot throughout Aus­
tralia. That gentleman had just secured 
office in Now South Wales, and we recall 
how the present Secretary for Public Lands 
applauded the fact, which he deemed to be 
a great credit to Australia. It was at a 
time when a civil crash looked more immi­
nent in New South Wales than at any 
prc.-ious time in her history. The only man 
;r, Australia who refused to recognise the 
dllliculties confronting the country was Mr. 
Lang-. Mr. Scullin and other Labour Pre­
mier-s recognised the plight of the country, 
and reall.v the substance of the report was 
directed towards New South Wales. 

It is perfectly clear that the Queensland 
Government of the day were not favourable 
to an increase in the exchange rates. More­
owr, their industrial legislation had provided 
that all awards must be framed having 
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rc'"ard to the economic effect on industry, 
, .. l~ich \\as all the report of the experts 
a"kl~d for. The Qtteen~land representatives 
' ould not subscribe to those two matters. 
'!·h,, b··st e,-iclcnco thnt our efforts succeeded 
iH rnaintaining arbitration and in proYcnt­
ing· an increase in the exchange rate is in the· 
f;c~t that there have been no further reduc­
tions in 1vage;;; and no increase in the, 
cxc..:hallQ.'f' 1·atc•. Other n>commcndations have 
l> r'n a'dopted, and the present Government 
arc CI'Pll carrying out some of them at the 
p1·r sent time. I propose to give the state­
l!tent of the Queensland delegate, because it 
i< clear and sets out the position definitely. 
He stated-

" The Qncc~nsland representatives have 
f!iVC'll rnost earnest consideration to both 
the coumittcc's report and the state­
ment of the Prime Minister. They desire 
to make clear that the Queensland 
Co,·enmwnt has no intention of depart­
ing from the spirit of the Premiers' 
Plan, and so far as Government expen­
diture is concen1cd, has carried out the 
nccc"'sary reductions in the rnain~ and 
propose' to continue to pursue a pro­
gressive poiicy towards financial cquil~­
brium, and will not relax its efforts until 
,. balanced budget has been achieved. 
At tho sa1no tiu1o, the representatives 
arc not sullicientl v satisfied with all the 
aspects of the latest report in its rela­
tionship to Queensland." 

On that point it is qnite C'sential that we 
should rt'afiinn that \Yt_' illtendcd i-o carry 
out the spirit of tlw Premi('r:--' l 1 lan. Lee u"'e 
:\lr. Lang had stated that he would li0t go 
in that direction, and thP Y ictorian dd~'._)a­
tion lcadrr, :3lr. T'nnncdiffe, had P\ntng oYer 
to :\Ir. Lang. 

The Pmmnm: \Yhat voii sav ahout :\L'. 
Tunnrcliffe is uot the ti:uth. · 

J\Ir. SI?;EH.' At !lwt sta!fp he was not 
prepared to go on <Jlld whokhcarlodly sup­
port the Prc1nior::/ Pla11. 

The PJlE;I!TEH: Th<Jt rs a different thing 
h·orn ;.:aying H1at lte Jwcl gone over 1c 
Lang. 

Mr. Sl?;ER: So far as that aspect \YClf< 
concerned, ho and 1\Tr. Lnng were in ngr('C­
mont-to put it that way. I do not want 
to do 1\It~. Tnunccliffc any ilJju::-ti('e. 

The PRnflER: Tlwt is "·hat you \vcrc doinrc 

1\h. SI?;EH: It was un'ntcntional. It 
was essential for the other States to ,;1v that 
the ma_jority of the StatPs of Austrn,lh{ W<'re 
going to adhere to tlw Premier,/ Plan. 
That \Yas the point. 

Then we n111rle our position clear on the· 
rpwstion of cxc1Jangc~ 

"One pnint which appear;; to be still 
in doubt is the' f'fl'Prt of the cxcha nge 
proposals on the budgetarY pc>,ition. 
The nclvnntagcs to be dori.-ed apjJcar 
cxtrenwl.v rroblerrmtical. Th's appiics 
more C'JWCially to Qnocnsland. whore the 
percentage of exdmnge cost to the 
State's interest charge amounts lo 20.64 
per c0nt. as a,gainst tho aYerage for 
Australia 15.42 per cent." 

Then the figures \Yith reg-ard to the other 
Sta,tes arc spt out. rrho stat('rncnt continues-

" \Vhilst much can be said in favour 
of nn incrf'.'lse in cxchangP, there does 
appear a graYe danger of fluctuations~ 

JJr. Sizer.] 
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rc~ultiug in uncertaintY alllO:ngst 
traders, and thus crPating 1nvon• un-;ettlt>d 
conditions, lrs:-:; confidenc(>, a1.d i~:cl't'rr~cd 
unmnploymCJJL. Tl!csc condition;-; might 
easily offset any ad \'[Lntage~ gai !Wcl. l t 
is con:'idcrccl th•t the J>ositlon 111ight 1w 
met if a ri>P and fall fommla conld 
bf~ deyi:-.cd which \YOidd act a...; a b_tro­
lncter." 

That has bcc'n ]traclically acloplr·cl. A >\isc 
<11Jd beneficial progranlt!JC ha~ l·ccn ndoptrcl 
1w the CommomYnalth Bank Board i:t order 

V rrgulatc the qne,tion of ('Xchar•gl'. Then 
is an julporiant paragraph-

" The QuPen"land Covc•rnuiPnt lta.:. 
alrearly paf.c;:Pd legislation clirf'ct1n!; the 
Arbitration Conrt to eon-icler the po ,ibl' 
and probable cconcnnic cf1\•ct on t}Jr_~ 
comn1unitT,T as a whole in any dctPnni1·H· 
tion it 111~vv giYc. Thcrpfor.P, t1H' ('Olld 
haY-iiJg fnll~ 11owPrs, no furth(•r Jwsislat1vc 
actiou ·:::;hould lH~ r<'qnjred to gi,·c c·ff(•ct 
to that portion of the cominittt;c's 
report." 

Sho>\~ing definitnly that no further !Pgisla­
tive action should lH~ required to give effect 
to the recommendation in that clitce(ion. It 
goes on-

" The information hdore the QHPCn'· 
land (joyernn1cnt is ueh a· to pnable th0 
repre~cntatiyc;~ to say that tlw interc· L 
reduction lPgi~lation alrc~arlv in onl'ra­
tion is proceeding satisfacto'rily." L 

'Then, furl her on, it is stated-

" 'rhe Quecll::o;laud rc·rn·c~entati\·F~ clonbt 
ihc efficiency of the old \'> ag(•-ii""Xing 
syt'tcnl, particu]urlv the clispal·1ty in 
wages paid to Lunili~s with t11Hl , .. -;tJJOnt 
children. and also the difficultit'S in 
regard to ~-onng pPople obtainirH~ crn­
ploymcnt. anrl is of the Yiew that flat 
rule reductions would inflict. hardship 
in fJ.UUl'tf'l'~ vdwre lt can ]{cl L L'~ nf'f'on!( cl. 
·They, thPreforc, sug~cc.:t t ha L C01ls:dcra­
tion be giYcn to propo,als \Y}Jcrcb·c ihi'-> 
inequality could ho oYcrron1c \vlH1011t· 
any detrirncnt to the necessary industrial 
recovery. 

"Thev are also of the opinion that 
lwnefici;;l l'l"tdts towarcls fnl'lher em­
ployment ,x-ou1d acrrne if con~idPrat ion 
were giYcn to an alteration of tlJC ;n1ge 
payrncnt-;, \YlH'rcver prarticablc. fron1 
weekly to hourly rates." 

·Cmning to the last portion. \Yhich sccn1~ to 
worry the hon. member for flfarcc~-and if 
the hon. rncn1ber uses similar .advocacY in 
a conrt of law to that which he adopts '!wro 
it is no wonder he doos not \Yin a cw;:e-tho 
late Premi0r said-

" But before clcnnitclv committing 
themsel vce to any propos,;l. t ho Qu0r ns· 
h1nd representatives dec-ire to remind the 
('Onfct·cnn~ that on a previous oecasion 
when lhe qnestion of loan allocation was 
discussed Queensland was declined assist­
ance O\Ying to her having fnncls of her 
own available. It is, therefore, oSNcntial 
that a definite assurance be giycn that a 
similar attitude wonld not be adopt,,d on 
this occasion. 

"Th0 basis of the allocation of fund~ 
available is of utmost importance to 
QuE>ensland, and its n~prc·,entatives arn 
not prepared to cmnrnit their Stab• to 
any proposal until that que:-.tion_ has bec·n 
definitely and clearly defined." 

[Jlr. Sizcr. 

This is the point which hon. members oppo­
site distort-

" Th(' Prirnc 1\-iinistcr in his sprc'c·h 
rnade clear that any propo,;;als lH:ro sub­
ject to agreement amongst all the Stateo, 
and the giving of adcquatu guaranb~1>· of 
their clne perfmmance. It is dc,ired to 
ascertain n1orc clearlv the vic--..vs of the 
Commonwealth GoYcrnment on those 
points, particularly in rPgal'd to Ke1v 
South "\Vales and Vic-toria .... " 

Especially I want thiB cmphasi>:'d~-
" parti en la rly iu regard to :x ew Souih 

\Vales and Victoria." 

That must be emphasised becau'e both those 
States had indical ed that they were not pre­
pared to proceed further "·ith the l)rcrnicrs' 
Plan) and frorn our point of Yic~'v there was 
Jto use discus.'3ing the CJlH'3tion if that was so. 
Tho Lt·adcr of the Qtioenslancl Government 
delegation rnaJ.o it clear that we '"'ere not 
coltlntitting our~f'iYf-'S to anything till we 
knc\Y the attitude of ::\ow South \Yale,, which 
had not attended and \Tictoria, which was 
~1tting; on tl1c ff',Hrc. \Ye knew that their 
agrorruent would ha..-c to cmnc automatica1ly, 
but. until it carnP \Yf' \VOre not prepared to 
cmnmit our2ph·os or any future Govc-nnncnL 
to WJy fixed policy. 1\'e did not know wh0 
\vould be the Go\·cnnncnt. after the rorning: 
<·lt'ction. It would be unjust to commit the 
St:J.te when c had, perhaps, onlv one month 
ot· ·O before we wt'nt to the electors. 

Mr. \Y. T. Krxo: That is the real reason' 

:\fr. SIZER: That is the only reason, and 
there is no evidence in that rci>Ort that any 
eousidcr.ation ''as giYl'll to f!lrthcr rcductiC?u~ 
-quite the r(•verse-and it is on that point 
that the Leader of the Opposition has chal­
lenged hon. Incr11ber6 opposite to produco 
direct evidence. The Treasurer h<>s stat£'d 
that on one occasion estimates \vero prepared 
in the Rail\\"ay Departmcut. Of course, 
dozPns of thing~ were prcparnd. 'fhc GoYorn~ 
ment receiYocl from the Connnonwoalth Go~ 
ycrnnH•nt f(~qucsts for tabulated cstirnates of 
all sorts of things, but ihe stall'ment that any 
cut V.'as contemplated is not a fact. Nothing 
was aJoptcd. 

The THE\S"CRER: Those figures were pre· 
pared immediately after you c:mte back from 
Canberra. 

Mr. SIZER: This is an attempt to cover 
their O\Yll deficiency. They know they camwt 
hope to retain tho confidence of the people, 
and so the;,~ arc trying to " redistribute " 
thomselve'l into power, but let me tell them 
that they cannot "redistribute" people's 
minds. If there is any redistribution of 
~cats it can only be for a·~le purpose, because 
anyone who would find fault with the pre· 
y~ous redistribution, on the actual figures, 
lms a big task ahead of him. ]\' o. the truth 
i, that it is all to be clone for tlw purpose 
of political jerrymand0ring. I ~ay definitely 
that the statement of hon. nwmber, op]lOSlte 
is nntruo. ancl thcv have not a little of 
eYidcnce in their -rPcorcls lo wppo1t it. 
l\[orcoYcr Ill'' colltention is borne ont bv 
the fact 'that' 110 Uovermncut in hbt<·:dia 
adopted the policy of any furl her ,,, •tgc_ mdnc­
tion and increase in the• ('Xchangc, 1nth the 
one CXCt'ption-that of ]\' cw South \Ya!rs. 
under l\Ir. Lang, which at that -tag~: "\.Y(;rO 

shirking their rcsponsibilitie'c- and ~1na:-:hing 
Australia. \Vhatcvr~r action IY<l:':i btkcn subse­
quently was taken for the bcndit of Australia, 
and this Rtntc is getting the benefit. Had 
~ew South V\.Talcs gone on as they \Yore going, 
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the GoYcnlrrH~nt ·would haYe been in "Queer 
street,'' and it is only because of the acumen 
of l\lr. Stevons and the shrcwdncso of the 
pre".cnt Trca~urer in getting alongside ::.\lr. 
Slovens that the outlook has boon altered, 
and the hon. gentleman has been able to g·et 
the assistance he needs, largely on the back 
of Mr. Stevcns. I challenge hon. members 
opposite to submit any proof of effort or 
intention on the part of the 1\Iooro Govern­
ment to bring about a further 10 per cent. 
f'Ut. The question was raised, but vve refused 
to be a party to such a lll'O!lO"tl. Confcr­
f)JJCC \Yas in1prcsscd by our contclltions and 
no action \Vas taken by us. 

Quite a lot has been sai<l of late about 
the training of farm boys, bnt I should like 
to know the expenditure that is invoh·cd. 
Tht• l{iYerview Hon1e is being conducted by 
Llw Sal;-;;tion Army effectively .and cheaply, 
but we ha,~o in addition the new fann train­
i11g school at St. Lucia, whjch a1nounts to 
u double-banking of this activitv. I road 
in the newopaper where both 'institutions 
were apr1lying for applicants. \Yhy should 
thorP be a \Yasto of public· n1onc;T by ..:1 
duplication of SPrviccs? r~rhn HivPl'\ ieiV 
1Iorne is qnite capable of providing this YPry 
nspful ~('l'\~icu ·without dlC creat-on of a llC\V 

Uovcnnncnt department. 
ThP SECRET.IRY EOR AGRICLLTLRE: St. Luc ·a 

is full. 

l\lr. SlZER: Application, \Yore colled 
YYithin the pa ,t few days. 

Tbc S•t:RETARY FOR AcmccLn RE: Om· 
batch of boys \\'cnt out. 

:\lr. SIZEU: I roatl the not:cc iu llw 
nc1v~;pa1H.::r calling for Ul)plieant:::. There i::; 
also roon1 at the Rivervicw Ilon1o. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: There 
is no difficulty in getting boys. 

!\fr. SI?;EH: Thoro is no ncccl to duplicate 
this service by the creation of a IIOIV co,Uy 
Govrrnrne11t depJ.rtnJent. 

'We have bpon told that conditions arc 
improYing, but I should Lke lo know why 
the Brisbane City Council has had to employ 
an additional 400 relief workers during 
the past two or three weeks. If there is 
sunshine and happiness, and ctll is well, 
then Yvhy those additional relief workers? 

Mr. \V. T. Kmo: VIe stopped your drift. 

l\lr. STZER: The workers arc now drift:ng 
from private enterprise on to the Govern­
ment relief scheme'. That is how the drift 
has been stopped. Probably the hon. member 
for Mrtroo will explain why thp Brisbane 
City Council has engaged un additional 400 
relief workers in the past two weeks. 

Mr. GLEDSOK: Because the men were 
there. 

Mr. SIZER: Why are they there? 
l\1r. GLEDSOX: They have no work. 

1\lr. SIZER: Then unemplovnwnt is 
incrra.sing at an alarn1ing rate. ~ 

l\1r. GLEDSON : They are corn ing fron1 the 
Southern States. 

Mr. SIZER: Exactly. The further the 
hon. member goes the stronger he makes 
the caHo for me. The GoYcrnment relief 
scheme is now attracting men from industry 
cUnd it is becoming a pennanent in3titution. 
If thf'l'o is snmhino and happiness then whv 
are there additional rcLef worko;· .. ? • 

I do not feel disposed to join in with tho 
nnn1bcr of personal explanations this Inorn­
ing. I do not deny the fact that my father 
is a ea rpcntpr~an~l a good carpcntCr, too. 

1\lr. \Y. T. KlKG: There is nothing against 
that. 

Mr. SI?;ER: Of course not. 
employed HI the Departmeut 
Works. 

lie IYaS 

of Public 

The TREASuRER: \Ye did not appoiut h·m. 

}fr. SIZER: :'\o, bnt you sacked him, 
and the job was given to a man from 
l\Tackay. 

The TREASLRER: \Yhat you say is entirely 
fal·e. 

l\h. SIZER: It is not fa be. JI.Iv· father 
'\Yrts just as con1pctcnt to do tlw \\·ark a 
any other carpenter in the St>ttc. He lwd 
no "\York; he was unctnploycd. I kn:::'IY of 
no one better for thP jo!J of caqwnter 
than he \eras, and the La hour Govcnnnent 
found no one better to sa< k than he. They 
sacked hirn yer., quickl:,T and hi,,, job \Yas 
given to a man from :.\lacka . .-·. I do uot 
know vd1ethcr tlte Treasurer IYas respon :·ible 
for that or not. but that cloC'o no! 
UlP. rf!ic"e thiugs arc Oll}y a matter 
degree so far as I arn concerned. 

Pros)1crity 'annat be secured along the 
road of greater deftcits aucl by garnbling 
upon future good f:.cason:.,. I do not kJJow 
what will happen if the seawns fail. 1\~c 
~hon1d not run nnv risks in that re:"]1CCt. 
1\'o should not. cley;cml upon the g-amb!Pr's 
throv;l. The adYantages of the econon1ics 
('arried ont b:.- the -latt' Government are 
bcincr frittcn~d a·wav. Thcv worn C"~ential 
z;nd o are ~till ('S~CJ~tial. ri'he UoYcrnment 
a re not following any polic::· that will tend 
to restore prosrwrity. being content to l'c ly 
upon the stupid policy of spending loan 
moneY. The sooner thnY a\Yakcn to the·r 
foolishness the better it ·will be. Can any 
man read the newspopers of the last da.v 
or two comfortably? VYo see from them tho t 
Japan is taking up a definite attitude in 
cconotnic n1atters. and at the same time is 
increasing her na ~~y. 

At 12.12 p.m., 
Mr. W. 'l'. KING (111aree), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. WIENHOLT ('Passi/ern) [12.12 p.m.]' 
This is the first opportunity which hon. 
members haYe of carefully reviewing our 
financial position. Vv e cannot understand 
clearly the exact position until we get the 
Treasurer's Financial Statement, but we, at 
<~ny rate, can consider how we stood during 
t h~ last financial year. Our last financial 
vear, and not only the last, but I am afraid 
for a number of years before. can be summed 
np in the following way :-More debt on the 
~tate, more taxation on individuals and 
mdustry, and the unemployed further off a 
permanent job on real work than ever 
before. I cannot believe that the same 
methods which have brought us into our 
financial bnghole can bring us out. Even 
before the war we, no doubt, borrowed too 
hoaYily, and those of us who were in the 
Legislature at the time should not avoid our 
share of responsibility for having done so. 
In those da~rs our railwa:-s Wf-HC paying 
practicallv the interest 011 tb0 amount 
borrowed- for them ; but on looking back 
ono is forced to the conclusion that eveTh 

JJ1r. Wienholt.] 
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t lwn \Ve '\Voro borrowing too heavily. I, 
personally, on the platform and elsow here, 
lnn-c not cndcayoured to avoid n1y responsi­
bility. Since the war ceased wo haYo bor­
mwed at least another £500,000,000 of loan 
ntonev. The f:).tal "'\VE'akness of the Premiers' 
l'lan,· which is so much quoted, is that after 
rnaking cert~in adjustments and proposals to 
nu~et the SPl'lOUS financial position confpr('nc:e 
proposed to start the -sanw o1cl gmnc of bur­
rowing another £8,000,000. That is the graYa­
mcn of tlw ohjPction to the Pn•micrs' Plan. 
.-\ little while ago the Loan Council went on 
the ·market for £5,000,000 of loan money, 
but £8.000.000 >Yas subscribed. e>nd true to 
it, polic::,- antl nan1c, thP Loan' Council 
grabbed tho whole lot. Had £13,000,000 
bePrr subscribed, I haYe not the slightest 
doubt. but that every single penny would 
ha"" been thankfully received and expended. 
To !war the shouts of delight from the press 
and our pohtJCal leaders at the time ono 
rc•ally might have thought that £3,000,000 
lmd been paid off our national debt rather 
than a fresh debt to that amount incurred 
on the shoulders of the people of Australia. 
\Vould anybody in his sense rush home to 
his wife and say, " Congratulate me; I have 
done a great day's work. I have managed 
to put strll another mortgagee on the 
l10nse." Yet the public and the press appear 
to tlun k the snbscri ption of £8,000,000 to be 
a matter for the highest congratulation. 
May I make this simile: If a man had a 
g;0orl prope-rty-say, a. goocl farn1-and was 
continually mortge>ging that property and 
g,•ctmg more deeply involved on each occa­
sion, ntjght not a person who knew that 
o.'\"1Wr well enough suy to hhn, " This con­
tinuous n1ortgaging of your propPrtv 
deeper and deeper is going to be very hard 
on yunr yout:g:Jior:;; '' ·; That \Yould 11ot b0 an 
a bsmcl or nnreasonable statement. Does not 
the .same thing apply to the people of Aus­
tralia u~ a whole'? Is not ihis ('Olltlnual 
ii!CTt''~s~ng of our public rlPbt also going to 
lw 1JC.t rd on our youngsters, and is it not 
<~lrcacly rnaking things hard ou the young 
people \Yho arc grovv 111g up'? 

This £8,000,000 was not even subscribed 
t,) the Loan Council on its merits. The 
Treasurer kr!ows that this £3,000.000 does 
1:ot bear rehef tax, ":nd is _not subject to 
State rncome tax .. wh1le It rs only subject 
t,} Federal taxatron to a limited extent 
This money which was hailed with such 
gnat delight has,_ to a largo extent, been 
wrthdra:n1 from mdustry, whore it should 
be boanng rts burden of taxation whereas 
bccauso it is going into the G~Yornrncnt 
loans it becon1es, to a great extent immune 
TlrPrc would be a venues in industry wher~ 
tlrrs lllonoy could bo employed if taxation 
Y\C'l'O not t:o heavy; but if Governn1ent loans 
art' lnade in1muno frorn taxation and we 
co11tinu.ally increase taxation 01; private 
int1u~try, there must be a flovv, as the Govern~ 
m0ul float loans, from the ono source to the 
otlwr. 

J lYonlcl. not be in order in discussing a 
matter wlHch w1ll come beforo this Chamber 
i 11 tlw future, but I hope the Treasurer will 
~iYo us. some idea as to his proposals regard~ 
~n 0 r::uhYay superannuation. It is very 
Important, because, although I am not aware 
of the Treasurer's proposals except what I 
Jmyc seen through the press--

The TRE.\SURER: You will got that when 
'"" come to the Bill. 

[J..lr. Wicnholt. 

:'dr. \VIE)JHOLT: Bnt it io rccccssarv tn 
know iho 11osition vd1cn -we <ll'O discu;sing 
Jb:s Supply Bill because it mav affect our 
loan indebtedness and the position cf the 
trust fund. If the tmst !UJ:d is t•J iw 
affPctocl, then it seems to rne to raise a most 
ituportaut question as to ho-.T, wo shall 
ohnd as r0g.uds the fund.'. 

I believe that :-om:cr or l;tc'r T\T;c mnst 
liYc \Yithln our lnC>an~. \YhPn speaking in 
1 'arliamcnt recentlY the lron. member for 
S .Ildgatc ad\'ocated a rcdnct:o-J o[ tn,xH­
t:on. Evcr.vbody is wilf11g to H'P that: bnt. 
I cannot ~cc any gain in i h C' l'L'duct;on cf 
Ul\:ation if it is to bL' ref1ct'led lr: ('OlTC­

i-1poncling incroases in the deficits. it ~cen1 
tn me that .anvbodv ·who wants reductions 
frmn tl1e Trea:-,nrer ~ ~hould be in a po..;]tion 
to ~how also ~on1e saYing on the other ::::.ide. 
The deficits~of course. they are o1dy loan 
money in its wor:-:t forrn-arp g-raduall,Y 
increa::~ing, and, ns pointed out by an hon. 
lllL'lllbl'r. thP total of those dPfieits is becom­
i11g a very fonnidable cnnount. Tlu:re st•ern~ 
to he ver:v little satisfact,lon in any UoYt~rn­
ment sayiug, '"\Ye have a deficit, it 1.;; 
true, of perhaps £1.500.000, but ihe dcficct 
before us was £2,000.000, fO we a re doing 
hdtPr." That "\Yould be like n racf'11orse 
losing f1ve lengths tlH~ !il'· t time rouJJd a 
conr,.;:_e and being r0gardcd as doing' wP1J 
if dropping- onl~,. an extra three length-.; 
hdtind during the second time round. l 
Lelicve it is in1pos.:;;ihlo to go on in the way 
wo nrc .going. It is rtbsolntcl:7 nec:>ssar:· fur 
An~tralla to stop th~ policy of Jiving on 
Lorrowt~d monev I belieye we mu-;t gene­
rally gl't hack to a simpler standard. I sec 
110 oth0r way to prevent a lo1Yrr standard­
and it ls low 0nough no1v for too many­
<";:eept by the Federal Government, State 
(~oYer·nmen ts, local authorities, and indeed 
iudividuals generally trying to do things in 
n sirnplcr way. Ev0ry Yotc of n1ine during 
the pruent se-,-ion will be directed to that 
(~Jld. 

The TREASURER (Hon. \Y. Forgan 
f;rnith, .llackuy) [11.21 a.m.]: The spertkers 
"ho hav(e applied themselves to the problem 
of finance this morning have dealt with 
Yarious subjects. The }JOn. mcYnbrr fot 
Konncdy dealt with what he considered the 
question of Government policy. The hon. 
n1cmber expressed tbe view that Govcrn­
HHmt policy was based on the idea that the 
more n1onev Governments sncnt the bPttcr 
it was for the State. That is not a correct 
'\'.ay- of ~tating Governrncnt policy. Govern­
HJcnt policy, as I haYe :-airl before and 
l'i'pcat to-<lay, is based on this principle: 
During a period of acute drprrs~ion it~volv­
iug widespread uncrnp]o~'mcnt thP Govt~rn­
mcnt. should engage in dcn,lopmontal and 
public works t}utt will proYidf' (;n1p1o~~­
Il1Pnt and expansion wit.hin Hw Stab?, 
and so r0licvc the difficultY that " 
prirnarily the creation of rH1Yatf' ind11~·try. 
Tlwt is clear and definite. That situation 
doPs exist, -in Qucenf.;land 'nnd Au"tralia 
to-dav. I\lcn in privatp ernp]o~vmPnt haY(' 
lost their emplo.vnwnt. Pr·ieo lm·cls, instead 
of bring rf'ctorcd, have, in n1any cnscs, con­
t·-!nuccl to fall: and. unk..:s the Co1·cnnnent 
~lJPnd n1oncy on c1c~Yelo]1Jncnt:d project..; 
which give cmplo:vn1rnt to ilu• pPop1c anl1 
promote tlw circu]at:on of fund~ to varion-; 
trad0s and indn.::b·jc~. the po~it1on IYill 
llccorn~ incrcnsingly difficult and th? charQJ' 
on pnbl:ic n•1~0nnc:s will becom0 grc~~1tcr. lie 
also suggrsted~and he was follovved by the 
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hon. member for Hamilton in that din•<> 
tion-that mch tt line of activitv would 
faiL ,Juci let me examine that 'positioi'. 
That line of activit.·· ha• not failed. and it 
gainfi the supl)Ort of c~Ycry thonghda] li·di­
vidual \vho has deah \\'ith the fllle'lion. 
The policy that \\as pur>uPcl b:-· tla' l\Joore 
Govnnmc•nt ·.vas entirely in the oppo5itc 
direction. Tl:ey hclieYc'd in sornc qnf'-~f 
£a~hion ihat if thing-p, wPre madP -,.yor:::.:c illP.\' 
would ultimately !Jl'come better. ancl they 
gaYP an1plo dcrnon~traiion in this country 
of lh.c cffc•ct of a deflation policy. Th.,v 
rech:cecl public expeuditmc. they recl:~cc·d 
,~;·ages, a11d they l'('duccd social soryic_:_':~. 

A.n 0PPOSITIO~ l\Irnrm.R: So did J\lr. 
Scull in. 

The TTIEASC'RER: Thev cLd all those 
things on the tk•ory that the i· would improve 
general concliLons, but inst<~ad of condl­
tion"::J irnproviug as \.hey argucJ tltcy I\ o:._drl 
thev be:.:an1e 1n1doubtcdlv v,.ror.-.,P. Theit· 
-deficits Inounted in a coLrl"csponding ratio 
to their deflation policy. One O!,ly 1wcch 
to look at their rcCoi·cl in that direction. 
.and I will give figurc:3 provi11g rny conten~ 
1 ion later on. The ~prcches of hon. n1e1nbers 
Op})Ositc ha VC' been JnOJ'C or ll·Ss ba~-:·d on 
general statements made rccc,ltlv bv tlw 
Leader of the Opposition. The Leacier of 
the Opposition ,aid, on 6th .July, that had 
tlu: po::~ition inhc•rited fro:n the JWeYiou~ 
Govcrurncnt Inerelv been ITIEtintaiJJCd the 
~aYillg in oxrwlldit~n~ ~hould ha\'C been at 
lea ,t four time,, the saving in the first 
quartnr of the year-that is. £470,116, 
inste·td of £118,204. LPt us note that ca1·p. 
inlly, He means there-and the· bon. 
ntt'mbcr for Sanrlgatt: ha~ pursued the :-:amP 
idea-that had the rwlicy of further curtail­
ment of extwncliture been purcued. C!rtaitJ 
sa\~Ings \Votdcl have resulteD. That ls a, 
lnPre DS!"Pl'tion, not only lacking in evidCJ:c,~ 
bnt agajnst the evid1~nce that i.-- available. 
1-Yhile the 1\Ioore Government purmcd that 
policy-which they 'till >tick to-we had 
record UllPmplo~·rno:lt., rPcord budgC't deficit;;;, 
and general stagnation. The deficit. for 
1931-32 of £2,075.000 was the hig-he"t (•vcr 
recorded in the State. It was 146 per ced. 
p:rcater than their own deficit of thP previon.' 
financial year. If ther" were anything in 
favour of their fmancial policy, it would hetvp 
hNm reflected by the Bud~Iet; but. instead 
of being reflected in an advantageous way 
tho case agftinst their policv is revealed b~ 
iho Budget deficit increase to which I hav·e 
alluded. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ·MEMBER : So is yours. 

The TREASURER: The I!lore. thev out­
the more they endeavoured to apply their 
JlOIIc.:.·-the worse tho general position 
became. There can be no doubt at all of 
the truth of my assertion. 

Hon. members opposite also dealt w:th 
the question of taxation in it.s r0lation to 
EmploynH:mt.. They seem to argne in refer~ 
enre to taxation that if taxat'ou \Yt~re 
reducpd t'mplo;'>rment \Y01llc1 incren:~c in direct 
proportion to the rerlnced taxation; in othr1· 
words, . to pursue their idea to its logicn i 
conclusiOn, they assert that were taxation 
aboliohed altogether unernt1loc·ment would 
Cf'fl3C', bnsine'33 stagnation would corne to an 
••nd, and everything in i.hP Stccte would be 
1Jrosperons. 

An 0PPOSITIOX ME}[BER: That 1s exaggera­
tion. 

The TREASCHER: That is applying their 
arguments to their logical conclusions. If thP 
entire income tax \Ycro repealed it would 
not employ half the number of men whom 
th" JYloore Government promised to employ 
when they said they would provide jobs for 
10.000 nwn. The fact is that the revenue 
from taxation would not give employment 
to auy large body of men at all. ~aturally, 
no GovPrnniCnt ''"i~h to irnposc taxation. No 
TreasurL~r would fail to introduce a rneaosuro 
reducing taxation if the Jiuancial position of 
the Statt~ warrantl~cl it. Particularlv would 
! hat he the case in respoct of lower ;ncomes. 
The fact remains that those who pay taxa­
tion ntust haYo incOHlC:5 before they arc 
assessed, and at, presf'nt. they are a~sL ~Sl ·J 
nnder the basis fixed bv the :'doore Gm·ern­
ment, with a eomplde exemption of £150, all(l 
further deduction~ for [lCrsons with family 
responsihilitil•s. Obviously. I repeat, tax­
payer~ n1ust have incolne bt:'fore any as:scss~ 
111ent is rnade. 

Hon. members opr,o,ite often talk about 
class taxation and the advocacy by !he Lab­
our l'arty of what they call the class war. I 
bc!ieYo yery definitely that members of the 
Opposition in this Parliament and those who 
support them arc the people who arc con­
tinuallY in favour of c1a:-s ta.xatiou~ancluever 
fail to" impose it when they have the oppor· 
tunity. 

:\Ir. RussELL: Not right. 
The TRE \SURER: 'Ihe hon. member 

knows that it is correct. The hon. member 
aLo knows that having regard to tho financial 
re>ponsibilitics of the Stah•, the Budget 
po.sition can be affected in only two \Yays. 
If taxation is rrdured, as advocated by hon. 
ltiernbors oppo~ite, there is nothing el~e for 
the Government to do than to apply a 
measure of reduction of wages-vdtich \Ya-s 
surely prepared for the workers had the 
:;\-1oore Govonn11ent continued 111 po\n-:r. 
(Oppcsition di".ent.) That is the logical 
position. The State has cornrnitrncnts over 
which it has no control, such as those in 
respect of interc~t payrnents and other charges 
that cannot at present be reduced. There· 
fore, if it i-.. proposed to reduce taxation in 
the direction now advocated bv these people, 
it nwaJH that they would level up the posi· 
tion in their Budget by reducing the expendi­
ture by an eqniYalcnt amount. How could 
that be properly defined but as class taxation. 
If they propose to levy a further percentage 
cut on the wage~oarner of 10 per ccnt.­
(Opposition disscnt)-it means that they pro· 
po:;;e to tax the wagc-eJrning section of the 
connnunitv. \YhaV•vC'r it rnav be described 
a~) that i~ what logically rcs~ults-a. tax on 
the wage-earning section of the ron1rnunity. 
The talk and prop1:1 g.a.nda about reduction 
of taxation b•" a Nationalist Govcrnme11t 
1nean~ a rcduc."tion of taxation in favour of 
the \n .. -·uHh:v :"C'ction of the COJlllllUnity and 
taxation of iho~e in the cO~lllllUlliiv least 
able to bc•ar it. .. 

One would imagine that the l\Ioorc Govern­
rnent had not increased taxat.1on. As a. 
matter of fact. the amount that the :\1oore 
Gov-crnnH'llt oLh.tined frmn increaRcd taxa· 
tion during their period of o11ico was 
£2,780,285. That is the net result of their 
increasl:d taxation, and they were quite cffoc­
tivo in the directions they followed. 

1\Ir. S!ZF.R : That is the re licf tax. 
The THEAS'CRER: Well, the taxation is 

there. 
Mr. SrzER: And you hav-e not altered it. 

IIon. W. Forgan Bmith.] 
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The TREASL'RER: I am not proposing 
to alter it under existing conditions. I 
believe there are onlv two alternatives for 
Governments. If it ~" proposed to reduce 
income tax the method that must be followed 
is the method that the :'dome Government 
intended to apply if they had tho opportunity. 
If we do not pro11ose to impose taxation in 
the fo1·rn of v, age reduction, C\-isting fonns 
of taxation must unfortunately continue. 

The figures quoted by the hon. member for 
Kollllcdv and the hon. member for Hamil­
ton vary to the extent of only £73,000. I 
sug-g·ht that they have a conference, so that 
thcy might at least supply a frg-ure for the 
couuno11 use of all n1ernbcrs of the Opposi­
tion. I prefer the hon. member for Kcnnecly 
t0 be conect, but, unfortunately, he has 
llJ<lCle the nustakc, so far as I can see, and 
c<dlsolidatcd rcYe!lLJO is drprivccl of £73,000. 
The ho11. nJcrnbcr for Sandgate quoted cxten­
siYely frorn the report of the Prcrnicrs' Con. 
fcreuco- tlJ-at notorious cor1fcn•nce \Yhich he 
artc•ndcd in April just prior to the elections. 

:\1r. i'>IZER: Notorious only because of 
Lang. 

The THEASUHER: It was notorious 
k 1WW of two things. It was notorious 
b -cm"' the J'epmt of the Expert Corrnnittce 
recotnrHPIH1Pd a further cqt of 10 per cent., 
bJ be_' gl'ncral all over .L'\ustralia, and it was 
a I so notorious because of the fact that it is 
1 e la,t conference that aHv member of the 
U pprsition is ever likely to attend. 

?.fr. SIZER: \Yhen you feel most secure-­

The TE:\tPORAHY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

:\Jr. S!ZER: That is just the time that you 
f:dl. 

Tho TE:\JPORARY CHAIR:\IA='!: Order! 
I ask the hon. member for Sandgatc to 
c iwy my call to order. 

The TREASURER: In tho course of his 
>pccch he dealt at length with the report 
''ad denied the intentions of his Government 
lwd they been returned to power. The 
rPport shows quito clearly, first of all, that 
:,lr. Lyons said that his Government sup­
pc;rtecl the report of the Expert Committee 
i11 its entirety. That was the policy of the 
~;ationalist Government, and it was the 
,,,irit of the Premiers' Plan as it then 
r'xisted. The representative from Queens­
land, the present Leader of the Opposition, 
"'id that his Government had no intention 
of departing from the spirit of the plan. 
What was the spirit of the nlan? It was as 
defined by Mr. Lyons. -

:\h. SIZER: Read that portion of the report 
whore we said that we \voulcl not do it. 

The TREASURER: I shall read those 
portions that the hon. member did not read. 
Whatever might be the capacity of the hon. 
member, he has not the capacity for causing 
me to say those things that he thinks I 
ohould say. I shall quote some evidence 
that convicts the l\'Ioore Government. The 
report says-

" The Queensland Government have 
already passed lcgisla tion directing the 
Arbitration Co11rt to consider the pos­
sible and probable economic effect on 
the community as a whole in any cloter­
rnination it may gi-ve." 

It goes on to say--
" The Queensland representatives doubt 

the c!Ecicncy of the whole wage-fixing 
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system, particularly the disparity in 
\\:ag-es paid to families with and with­
out children." 

Til('r(' is a1so this paragraph--
" They arc also of the oplmon that 

beneficial results toward further omploy­
nlcnt \vould aceruo if consideration wore 
gi n·n to an alteration of the '' a,ge pay­
ments, wherever practicable, from weekly 
lo hourly rates." 

is tho further statement to the effect 
rlwt would be difficult for his Govern­
rucnt to ca,rry the policy into operation with 
<l 11 ('lection pending. 

:\Ir. SIZER: Read that portion. 

The TREASeHER: That is contained in 
1 !~e' report. There is tho further evidence 
'' lrich was not nsecl by tho hon. member for 
;--!.aJHI!rate that \Yhen 1-It·. Tunnecliffe or his 
'',CJn·o~cntatiYo and the Premier of Now South 
\Y all, withdrew from the conference the 
r nraining i\ ationalists had a political con­
f• ro10ce of their own, whore they had ovary­
thing cut and dried. The oYidcncc of that 
has alr":adv been qnotocl OYPr ancl oYer 

again. ThP hon. Il!PlnhPr for SandgatP 
1na v denv a 11 the~P things as much as- he 
likes. " 

,\t 12.40 p.rn., 
The CH-IIR11.-\X rc>umed the chair. 

The TREASURER: There are two facts 
tlwt h .. r cannot combat. Ono is that prepara­
tion' WPl'l' made for the application of the 
repmt of the Expert Committee to the public 
S<'rvicc and particubrly to the nul~ay ser­
,·ice. lf thcv desire to reduce taxatwn and 
continue other forms of expenditure, then 
tlJC on l v method w herobv it can be clone is 
l• a policy of wage redi:tction. So tJ:a,t the 
(hn;(~;:;ition to-day stand for a policy of 
rC>licYing the incon1c taxpayers at the 
C'">~pt·nse of the geueral wage-earners of the 
community, and to that extent they sta,nd 
fm a policy of class taxation. 

ThP hon. member for Fa> .. if ern raised the 
genC'ral quc,::tion of Loan, Trust, .a.nd Revenue 
Fund Accounts. and expressed concern at the 
general financial position of Australia. There 
c .. 1n be no doubt about the importanc" of 
that f]llN•tion. In a debate of this kind hon. 
mcrnher6' minds should be directed toward 
those problems that affect the State and tho 
Commom1 cn!th in a Yital fashion. It is 
di"Tcditahlc to Parliament that time should 
be taken llp in wrangli11g as to "\·1·hethcr 
or not the father of the hon. member for 
Sandgate is still employed by the Department 
of Pnblir \Yorks, or \Yhether sonrc other 
individual has got u job. All that I am 
concPrned about is that n1e11 or WOllll'll ~:hould 
be appointed to positions for ·,vhich they aro 
(ittod. and that qualification should be the 
onlv basis of their appointment. I would not 
be "prepared to agree to a proposition that 
because a man \Yas a Labour rneruber of 
Parliament or of any political party his 
family should be debarred from applying for 
any position \vhich beca.rne vaca.11t in the 
pub1ic service in cornrnon with any other 
member of the community. I deprecate the 
argurnent or suggestion that Labour nwn1-
bers should not receive jobs, and that 
l'\ atiomdist members should have preferment 
for positions in tho public service. \V c are 
dealing with more impm·tar1t mattcr6 than 
that. A debate of this kind should deal with 
tho ge11eral financial position of tho country, 
its causes and diflicultics, and possible 
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n.·rnedic~ put f-.JnYartl. I have ncyer ran­
tended. nor does any hon. member on this sicle, 
that the expenditure of loan funds of itself 
is any cure fo1· ltrH'rnployrnent. \Yhat \\"0 
·do contend, I again l'PlH'at, is that it is 
ncccssar;..~ for Gon~nnnent~ to expend public 
funds during a period of depression to enable 
them to bridge the gap. That is the general 
attitude taken up by the Governmeut. An 
irnpron:-ment in the general lJO~ition dPpends 
very largely on the conditions of trade and 
industrY both in the Couuuornvcalth and over­
seas, a~nd the prices that can be obtainPd 
there for our products. rl'he general rnauager 
of the Bank of Now Sondt Wales. 1Ir. A. C. 
Davidson, dealt with that phaoe of the C]Ues­
tion at the opening of the meat industry hall 
at the reccllt anuual exhibition of tho Roval 
National Agricultural A,,,ociation, and later 
in ~lclbourne he again Jnadt~ n prcs~ state­
ment on the wbjcct. He poiuted out, quite 
trnlv, thctl .\uoiralia would be in a diflicult 
posi.tlon in regard to lH'l' internal cconmny 
and in regard to her external obligations 
were it not for the continuity of good ~ea:::ons, 
and if those were to fail certaiu re':Jlts 
would follmv. Those are elemental facts 
which cannot be di~guised frorn anymH~ 
who considers the C]Uestion. Mr. Davidson 
further stated that costs and vriccs rrwd be 
brought into direct relation with each othc•r. 
That l'C·qnin's so1nC inYesiigation. Obviou::<ly 
]ll'ic,-,s cannot bo controlled \Yhen dependent 
on rornpetitiYe conditious on the world's 
markets. It could not be nrg-cd as a sound 
policy for Australia that our costs in relation 
to either b<lBC cation gro\Yll by the fanners 
or the manufactured article sold bv tho 
draper should oo brought into relatiorl with 
the 11rice lc,-el St..'1·J say. b:T Japan or an::.­
other Eastern country. That shov. s not onlv 
the difliculty of the JlOS ition but of the import­
ance of a rc•n1ecly being found in that direc~ 
tion. . It is also a fad that to-day uw't 
r.'Ountru;;;;. are pur~uing a policy of econolnic 
natiowdism which of itself retards the 
di~tributlon of trade and rommorce through 
nonnal channeL-;. People arc liable to forcret 
the basic principle of all forms of tracl~­
that you cannot expect to continue to ,,.,n 
unle>< you buy. Stated in another wa v 
trade involves a t\,o-way traffic, and th~ 
pursuit of cco11omic natioualisrn to its logic<:tl 
conclusion will either bring about a o·encral 
world crash demonstrating the futility of 
such a policy or result finally in each country 
bccorning, as far as possibk', self~contained. 

Mr. S!ZER : \V e would be in a bad way 
under such conditions. 

The TREASURER : That is not so, 
because Australia is a conntrv thnt can 1)(' 
Pntircly sclf-eontained. Every essential is 
here 111 abundance for the 1naintenanco in a 
high st~mclarc! of comfort, of a very' large 
populatwn; but it means an alteration in 
the policy pursued. The !ton. member for 
Saudga te does not follow my trend of 
thoug-ht. I have alrcaclv mid that economic 
1wtionalism carried to ~ts logir:-d conclusion 
will result either in a world crash greater 
than any we have yPt kno,~·n Ol' in each 
country living as a self-contaiuecl con1-
_munityJ not trading with other countrie~. 
l:nckr those conditions Australia would 
not be an exporting conntrv at all but 
would hcn·e to confine her energ-ies to those 
actiYities capable of control in her own 
intc;rnal eco~wmy. That, g·cneral!y, is the 
pos1t10n. T\o remedv. therefore can be 
found in the direction of a p~licv that 
contends that costs and prices should be 

brought iuto re]ation ·with C<H.:h olhrr. rr11erc 
arc factors in..-olYcd in price over \'Vhich 
neither we nor any oUH'l' nation have .any 
control. Gcnei'allJ~ speaking, price levpls 
throughout the ,,-oriel arc lower than costs. 
Inclced, the pre~cnt: ]Jrice lcvt>ls arc clisa~­
trous to all countries engaged in any form 
of producbon. 

Critici'ln has bc·'n levelled to-day b,- one 
hon. member at the policy being adopt(,d by 
the United Slates of America. I am not 
hero to-clay to achocate the policy of AmericJ. 
or of auy other country, but there arc ccr~ 
tain ~ignificant fact~ to be dcclucecl frorn the 
AnH:-rican position. Thr· hon. n1cmber wl1o 
~poke Ftatcd that ~A.Jncrica had al11Jroxi­
mately 35.000,000 pPople unemployed. That 
surely affords some commcmary on the 
svstern that ha,s obtained jn tl1at conntry. 
'~hero no Labonr (3ovPnlrricnt }HlYC over be0n 
iu power, •.Yhcre unionisrnJ as vvc kn:nv it 
in Australia, has never brcn estabbshed, 
but where capitali::-rn, in it: n1ost efficient 
form. has held full sway. If private enter­
prise is that divinely ordained lnstit_ut i?n 
that hon. mcrnbers opposjte as-~tune 1t 1s, 
and if it is capable of the succ<e's that these 
llon. members claim for it. why is it thd 1n 
the United States of America 35.000,00U 
people arc u_nemploycd, rnnny of thern ia 
dire want? It shows C]Uitc clearly that tho 
pollc~r of uncontrolled capita1i~nlJ ]oadin_g to 
trusts and combines a.ud to unrestncted 
labour conditione, has produced the ineYi­
t able results, and thf' results would be 1:0 
di!Icrcnt if similar conditions operated m 
thi~ country. J\IoreoYer, jt i~ a further 
indication Of tlw fai]nre of private (-ntcr~ 
prise to DlPet a cri~is. TllP Cnitcd State.:. 
of ~\rnt•rica is the n1ost highly industriallsC'd 
couutrv in the world, \Yit.h a big percentage 
of th~'~ population highly trai1led in te_ch~ 
nicnl c1lljng6 and capable of pr~:HlncJng 
expeditionsl:y the rPquircrnents of Iutcrual 
and world track: vet the best that can be 
achio\~cd is thu sp0ctac1e of nnPntploynl~llt 
that 1 have rpfcri'j•d to and tlw deprr~·',ulg 
picture of producers l1cing asked to plough 
their crops back into the ground and the 
g-rain farmers of the J'cliddle ~\Y est usmg 
wheat and other cereals for ordinary fuel 
purposes. That indicates verv clearlY the 
results of . capitalism, un~\ilutcd ~. and 
unashamed. and it is the result that will be 
alwavs achieved from such a policy: similar 
causC:::, produce the ···an1c resnH-s. There is 
thic, howe1·cr, to be saicl to the credit of 
the United States-that they, as a Govern­
ment and as a people. are prepared to try 
to do sOIDPthing to r0llPvc> thP position, 
anrl. if possible. hring- it to an end. That 
is to the etc1·nal c-rcclit of the Arnoncan 
1wople. Th"v arc not preparNl to sit idly· 
hv waitin~ for ~mncthing to tun1 up; t~cy 
do not ,vorship old sh ihboldhs o1· put h1th 
in polibcal and cconornic ideas that were 
thrown into dl~rcgard a couple of genera­
tions ago. Tho:r indn~triali::;ts. their busi­
ness pcoplr, and tht~ir ~tatesmpn arc apply~ 
jng tlleinselvc-; to tlw sjh1~tion as they under~ 
stand it; thcv arc FLpp1ying \YlwJ they con~ 
sider to be ihc rcmedv. and I ,yj;;;h them 
eYer--:.~ sncec··S in their 'cndcnvonr. 

M;:. 1I.IHETI: They are going to fail. 

The THEASlJRETI: The hon. member for 
\Ye,,,t :\loreton, the political .Jeremiah ?[ 
the On11o::;ition. sa.v:3 thcv are go1ng to fa1l. 
Eveu 'if that W('lY u :"O it~ is b(•ttcr to frrll on 
a trial than to be a J;on-starter. That is the 
view I take. Already there arc indications 
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of their success. In any case it is thei•· 
O\Yn bu:~.inc;:;s, and if one r~1nedy is not 
sufficient or dfc, Live. then other remedies 
will, without doubt, be applied. The danger 
in the "·orlrl to-clay, and ono which may 
lead to further international cou1plication~, 
is the focii11g that I am speaking against 
now. It is a feeling of despair-a fc•oling 
which engenders i11terjections to the effect 
that they will fail; that anything will fail. 
Nothing- i~ rnorc dangerous frorn 1hc point 
of view of the safctv of ci vi! isacion of the 
nations thcmsdYcs than a widc~prcnJ feel­
ing of despair arnong- tht' people, bc~causc 
that will lead always to the oxcossc··. that 
d"pair \':ithout doril.Jt engenders. ln the 
united State· thev han, starter! to de· d 
with the monclaL".;" ~md credit pDlicic. \Yhy 
shcmlrl theY not do ··O? :\lost authorities 
who ha\·e "invostigatecl tlJis pml,lem 
tbat tllc' credit and rnonctarv SYstcnl 
pn;ya.il~ in the \\·orld to-cla:v ~::-; i.n(~fft'c:tiYe to 
c ·JJH: vrith existing conditions. It 1."< a 
consorYative policy 1'l1ich i~ 110t ~ll~tab!e 
to .~nd does not rncet the needs of itJdll;-trY, 
and Au10rif'a i:". courageous !'llOugh to nHd~l' 
effort' in tltrLt direction which probably will 
be CfOWJted \Yith C'IJtl)lJ}l'tO SllC('(':-;;;;, l11 Uil,\­

Ca'O, the,· h>tn' nffirmr'cl the principle thnt 
the r·rPdit oF the naJiou i::; the conct'rn of 
the State. It is crcatccl b:c th. people of 
th0 State or nation, nncl thcv !Jayc a~~·crtcf1 
the rig-ht. of mobilising that· national creel it 
which the people thcmse!Yes hl1\·e created. 
and, fnrther. that. it :-hall b0 u.:cc1 in the 
nrrfonal iiJtPl'c-.t ntthcr than ju i11c interc_)ts 
of priY<dc g.,in. 

The hall. rucn:Ler for K('lllW<h· stated that 
1 ben: \\ill always be urH-'lllplo.ycd eYr>n if 
price lcYels ngain bcccHnc nonual, and that 
to sonw extent is true. .i\Todern methods of 
production have cliscountrd Inanual :;:.kill, 
and enabled all kind, of r;·oocls \o be pro­
dnced 1.rith lc3.'3 labour than \Yas formerlv 
the C'ase: so that. unle~s dra:o-tic rt'dnction~s 
are n1adc in highly i11dustrialised countries, 
similar to the l:nit<'d States-such as reduc. 
tion in hours of work-therf' \Yill continue to 
be an unemploYed arm~·; bnt there is more 
inYoh·cd in it than that There is nu analog.' 
betwc'C~n Australia a r;d Anlcrica in that 
respect: the conditioH> of the two countries 
arc different. 

At 2 p.m., 
The CH\TR}lAJ\' resumed the ch>tir. 

The TREASlTREU: America is " highly 
industrialised country ith a large popula­
t:on; Australia on the other lumd is a large 
eountry with a small population and but a 
lo\v percentngc of its resources ·v:ell 
dcYdopcd. America is not content to sit 
down and suffer under cons0natism and 
gradually freeze io death. It has therefore 
controlled its credit resources in tlw inhrcslo 
of its own people and a"Pl'tNl the principle 
that the policy, financial all(] otherwise, to 
be pur.-:ned by banking in~titution3 shnll br, 
subject to the control of the CioYcmment in 
the best interests of the nation as a whole. 
irrcspectiYo of the intPrcsts of ]lri vate indi­
,·idurds. In this count!'\' much can be done 
along the same lin<'S, "and a polic.: bnscd 
upon the utilisation of the resources of 
our country and the dcYelopmcnt of its 
industries is nPC'C~~ary if '\Ye ctre to cmPrg-0 
from our immediate clifficult'es. The· l!nitecl 
States is pursuing the ~•nnc polic~· in regard 
to its public \\orks and pclhlic act'Yili<'c 
generally tlwt we nr.._' pur::;uillg. It is 1nakii:g; 
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funds availal.Jle for public works and enclcf<­
,·ouring to stabilise tlw prie;; levels of its 
primary products. That mcty be referred 
to by critics O]ljJO,itc as inflat:ou, bnt su{"lt 
inflation 1rould Le La~cd on real \VL:a]1 h. 
Hon. 1nembcrs y~·ho discus:; this qth'.::ii(l!l 

either discuss it frorn tbe point of view 
of political pernersih· or do not undcr•:tand 
the problem itself. l'nrrcncy, whether it l1c 
g-old or paper or other\Yie:Jc, i.~ based inC'YJt­
ab1v on real wealth. J\1oHC'Y of anv dc-.c.Tlp­
tiol~ is onlv a Yardstick- or mOasuro of 
\·a.lLH~, and tile arnOuut of credit ov cUITCl~C ~: 
in cxisteuce jn a11y country at a giYen tjrno­
should Le ba-ed on the actual wealth prorlnc. 
tion of that countn rtnd the Yaluc of that 
prodclCtion. If the" amount in circulation io 
less than the YalLw of the wc>J lth prod ne· 
tion vou have deflation; if it is in t'xec;;~ 
vou }J~aYe inflation, r11Hl con~cqucnil':7 a 
~:iatccl currencv \YhPre Cllrl'f'nc·,: i~ 
on the rcsoluc'cs of the nation i1.1 liE' forn 
of production, gradually recurriiJg,. in thP 
fonn of \Yheat, sugar, rncat, wooL hulc-:, or 
tuinera]s the currcnr)r is on a sound b<l~i-;; 
and f'tal;llisntion ,within its O\Yn boundariG., 
can be achieved. 

I am satisflcrl that the \\·oriel-wide clifli­
culty i., brought about as a rc~.~uJt of. tl1e 
faih].rc of ]Jri.-ate enterprise-by the f.ailnr0 
of the ideas allCl principles to which holl. 
Inf'Jnbf'r,, opposite give allPgianco-and that 
:::ornetl1ing in the fonn of control in the 
interests of the people will bo ncccssar:·· 
before the condition can be imprO\·ed. 
Gndcr the prcH::nt s.' stern production n t~ 
on the basis of 11roflts. Prof'1t~ cnnnot lH• 
1nade at thP prese11t tirnc on a, large S( ale 
in Yiew of the Jow- price leYels. a~Jd couse­
quently production has been arrc,tcd, \Yit], 
consequent unemployment. The basis of 
industry must be altered fmm that of proi1ts 
to that of public interest or natiomLI desires. 
In that direction will the reme<lv be fon>l([ 
and progro';'s generally be rnade: 

Tho control of prices has an lruportan.t 
l.Jcaring on one phase of thp financia] condl· 
tion of the State. I refer more parbeularly 
to the payments made by Australia on hm' 
oycrseas indebtedness. Queensland did not 
participate to the same extent as the other· 
States in the benefit arisinc; from the 
internal conversion because of the fact. t! at a 
large proportion of our national dPbt ''""' 
held overseas. I have .~lwavs taken the 
view that if present conditio;Js Me to b& 
asstnnrd to be normal conditions, and are 
to continue for an indefinite period, it 
follows of nccessilY that Australia mnst 
obtain relief in h~r interest burden held 
OYPrs0-as. That principle ·was recognised by 
the British Government themsc!Yes when thrv 
controlled the loon markd in their own 
country until such time as they had secured 
the complete com·ersion of their own internal 
debt at a low rate of interest. They tl>Cll 
proceeded to conYert the debt helcl lJ,· 
municipalities in that country. The aggre· 
gate indebtedness of mnnicipalitics in 
C~rcat Britain assumes proportions greater 
than the national budget it-elf. Australia 
had a large percentage of her indebtedness 
due for conversion. It was part of the 
contract between the various States and ihe· 
Commonwealth with the bondholders that 
conversion righto shoulcl be cxorci,ed at. 
stated periods. Oln·ious]~;, tho•e options 
would have been cxcreisccl if tlw money 
markPt had been free anc! delJts could he 
conYE'rtecl at a lower rate of intcrc:3t. In 
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placinc:~: an e:mbargo urwn thr: coHvcrs1on of 
loaus or the rais;ng of loans, other rhan 
thPir O"\Vll, the Briti~h Uovcrnn1ent ilJtor­

fcrcJ with the coutracl 1naclc \Yith t1H' 
Au~trahan Govcrnrncnt~. The Au::;trallau 
GovcnnnL•nts \V('l'C' kept oif thP loan n1arkct 
for a considerable period, and it \Yas only 
thls Year that there ha;) been a soul what 
tardyu recognition of our right~ in this 
respPct. ":\t the January ('Onfcl'L'llCe ot 
Prcrnicr:1 and a rneeting of the Loan C\uuncil, 
I prc··cntcJ a vvrittcn clocnmrmt Sl'iting ont 
the ·viC\Ys of (Jul'E'Ilslallcl in rPgard to thl.':l 
n1attcr aud a general del.Jaic CllSU('cl o:n 
the po~l1 ion as it tdl'rctccl \n-..iraJia. A"3 <l 

result that --taten1ent \\as sent to the rcs:dent 
J~.Iinistc•r in London for l;l'C'scntntio~l to tbe 
Chancellor of the Excbt'qucr and to 1he 
Bank of England as indicating tlw general 
vie"\YS of tile Au.;;indlau l-i-oyernnh:tlt~. 
Followi11g npon that, f'Htall conYPrsimL"l> ha \-e 
Lccn obtulnt d. a11J. onp i-, now Jno. l 
pointc·d out that (._)uceihland had an excep­
tionally high }lroportion of her dt>bt h ld 
oyc-r:;:'a~ and tlwt the bnrdcll of that higlt 
proportion, \rith the cost of 
exchange.. "'S8s r ;spon~ible for the 
rcn·um; deficit. pointrcl out that one 
.of t!w aggravating caUf'( 3 of the clPl'f>Pning 
-of t l1e \Yorlcl {·conornic crisis and the pre­
\ent ion of n'COVPl'V hac! been the burden of 
reparations and ,\·tn debt~ to ihp lJnitccl 
Siatc;;; that '.vith export pricl'~ as tl1c.: were 
.at that tin1e our inYc'3imcnts frorn oYerseas 
loa11s haJ abo bccmne temporarily unpro­
ductive in J'('~pcct of thc:r inh•rcst charge::-~, 
.and thnt An::tralia ,,·as entitled to the sallll~ 
relic·£ a~ ihe Briti:::-h Co\-el'lnucnt obtained 
in thci1· O\VH conYel'::iiOtl an:l fot· thl' 
rca~on~. That was {'tnph<tsiscc1 Y(•T)-· 

in the statrllll'nt SPJJt to London ns the 
con~idert cl opinion of the ..:\.'...l:,Jralian UoYcrn­
rncnt vVP no:r.tcd out that in t.erms of 
goods ''"c \Ycr~~ lXt~-lng in int.crrst 1norc tha11 
twicr: the an1ount that wa:-) invohcd nt the 
datf' vdH'Jl the contract wn.: \Ye 
clainl£d t11e right. pnrticnlad_v vvc 
had co11t.racts of 01)tioual c-onYcf;.:iotJ. to h:1Vp 

il1e opportnnit.y of ('Xercising our rights 
and \Yith tlJe as,istancc of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the Bank of England 
ju so do~ng. The po:;it-ion can b0 bricHy 
stated jn this wav. If the intcrc;;:,t on 
land ovcT'eas cf0bt a hov-e 4 ptr 
reduccrl to 4 rwr C'f'nt. --:,e \YO!dd S<lYl' 

£622.000 in int<'rcot nnd £226.000 ill exehaugc. 
or '' total of £fA8.000. lf tl1e int0rcst \\ere 
rcdnecd to 3 }Wr cent. the saving in interest 
would l f~ £2,126,000, tb0 :::aYing in cx('hangc~ 
would be £426.000. 01· a total of £2,552,000. 

Those figures clearly indicate the position 
as it exists to-dav. On the bllsis of exist­
ing price levels and the an1ount of goods 
that have to bo sold to meet tho'·G commit­
n1ents a rcdnction in the rate of interest 
to 3 per cc nt. would be perfectly reac,onablc 
and jnst. The:: wOLlld sbll. in terms of 
goock get. a h igber return than they were 
able to a'h [eye at tl>e ]wriod \Yhe;, the debt 
·was origin~ lJ:v contrarh,cl. That applies to 
the 1vho1c of our oyerseas C'Ollll11itmcat~. In 
an:v case, \\ hcrp w0 have options, and those 
options are set out in tho contract. I con­
eider that interference bv the British Go­
yonnnent with the tern1.s· of our O"\Vn con­
tra(·ts IS :::nbverslYe of t.ho interests of 
Australi<t. and should be removed at 'the 
<earliest possible moment. The first convor­
f>ion was in conn0ction \vith a loan of 
£11.409,965, bearing int'rest at 6~ per cent., 
cmwertecl for a five-year period in J nno. 

1933, at 3~ per cont. The next conversion 
was £17,221,000, braring interest at 6 per 
cent .. com·ertcd to 4 pn cent. for a period 
of flftecn years. 1 understand that the 
Comrnon"\vc;lth G overnnlL'nt proposes the 
com·ersion of another £15.000,000 of their 
own debt carrying 6 per cont. interest. 
Queensbnd has £2,0uO.OOO of the £17,221.000 
con\·cr::;ion loan recentlv undertaken. The 
advantage ''ill not be·· fdt to any great 
extent this fmancial year, but the estimated 
saving of iutere·t next year will be £40,000 
in addition to exchange costs. The annual 
:-..aving in exchange and interc.st on the 
June and July conv-ersions just referred to 
will mean a sa,-ing of £838,000, of which 
Queensland"s proportion is £50.000. 

There can be no doubt as to the justice 
of Au·.tralia's case in that regard. and at 
the meetings of the Loan Counc·il. I, in 
comrnon with other dcleg<:Ltcs, lHLYe insisted 
on our rig-hts in that r·cspect, and suitable 
representations .sptting for·th our views 
ha ·;e been made to London. Every effort. 
both directly and indirectly, which can be 
rnaclc "\Yill bo 1nado to rneet the situation in 
the manner I have described. I say very 
clelinitclv on bchctlf of the Gon'J'nment that 
we are·· l'utitlecl to complete conversion of 
our o1·crsoa debt at the same rate of interest 
and for the same rea~ons that Britain 
secured her O\Vll conver:-.ions. 

The lwn. member for Sandgate in the 
courEe of his speech, dealt with the' question 
of unemployment. He and others have 
a;::;~crted that uncn1ploy1ncnt has increased 
cluring tho period that the Gon;rnmcnt have 
lJcen in powPl', ~tnd t·hey dra\\ ft·om tlwt an 
nrgun1ent adverse to GoYcrnment policy. 
The hon. member for Sanclgato said that the 
mnnbor of men employed on relief work 
by the Brisbane City Council had increased 
by 400 in the last two weeks. His figures are 
taken from a statement made bv Alderman 
Lanha.m. t.hc c1Htirman of tl1o VY,orks Execu­
iiYe of the' Bri~ .. hanl' C__;itY Council. 1 baYe veri­
fied thr: figures jn the~ nropcr quarter, and 
that channd v,as aYailablo to the hon. mem­
ber for Sandg·ate. The statement is entirely 
orroneou,~. fllld the figures arc entirely with­
out foumhtion. Thev haYc been obtained 
by calculating the l'i1glc n1en twice as if 
thev \York in each ·week, wbc,rcas thcv ·work 
jn altcrn~te week;;. ThRt is t.he explanation 
of the rnistako in that regard 

_A_nothcr hon. n1crnber quoted flgnres fron1 
the '' Econoruic ~cws," pubJii"herl by Pro­
fc'·Wr Brigden. I interjected at the time 
that he should also read the footnote which 
Profe,,or Brigclen attaches to all figures in 
that publication. Professor Brig-den points 
ont Ycry ci(!arly that the increased regis­
trations is entirely clue to tile fact that 
single nwn arc no,v entitled to rcgjster for 
'vork:, and arc cniitlcrl to intcnnittent relief 
"ork. There is frequently work available 
for them '"hich was not the case formerlv. 
and, jn nny case. they arc subject t.o rcli~f 
conditions as set out bv this Qoyernrncnt. 
'rlw~o arc• cl<'HH~nts in t'hc case which hon. 
rncrnbers oppo::--ite conYenient.ly forget. 

T!Jo Commonwealth Statistician's figurc·s 
on urwmploym~nt in Queensland show a per­
c,'ntage of 19.9 per cent. for the second quar. 
h•r of 1932, when the Labour Government 
first took office in Queensland. The same 
authority has roportc cl a gradual decline in 
that fig·ure for each quarter ·ince Labour has 
b~en in po\Yer. The latest figures fron1 tho 

Hon. TIT. Poruan Smith.·! 
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>t.une source sho\v th~ rwrceatage of unern· 
p o,vmcnt in Queensland as 15.6 per cent., 
as eomparcJ wiih 19.9 per cent. when the 
Moore GoYcrnment wore defeated. During 
the whole of the Moore GoYernment's regime 
the unemployed figures mounted quarter by 
quarter. For instance, for the second quar­
ter of 1929, when the Moore Government 
took office, the unemployment as recorded 
[J, the Commonwealth Statistician was 7.6 
p0r cent. Those figures gradually rose until 
I hey reached the highest point ever recorded 
hv the Commonwealth Statistician-namely. 
1S.9 per cent. for the second quartc•r of 1932: 
So that, in that regard the Opposition have 
little to their credit. Their record is one of 
conservatisrn. resulting in deflation, record 
budget deficits, record unemployment, and 
record distress in the corrln1unity. 

Tbe hon. member for Fa -si fern also raised 
the question of the balancing of budgets. 
'l'he hon. member pointed out quite truly 
that the time will inevitably come when \Ye 

will have to live within our own resources. 
Let me ,ay that we are living within our 
own resources at the present time. That is 
a. fact that hon. members who criticise fman­
c·ial policy very often forget. Australia is 
entirely living within its own resources at 
t ;,0 present time, whetber it be from revenue 
ot· loan fund account. The funds used by 
Um·ermncnts are the funds of the Australian 
people. and the interest payable on those 
loans is paid to the people of Australia and 
n~turns again to circuLation. HoweYor, I also 
rt:cognise the nccc;:,:,ity of reducing budget 
deficits as early as possible; but I have 
pointc·d out before, and I emphasise again, 
that budgets cannot be balanced by a policy 
of reducing natioual income. lt is impos­
sible to balance budgets unless the family 
lmdg·ct of our people, who make the nation, 
can alw be balanced. People talk of bring­
ing costs into relation with prices. That is 
the policy of the "poverty competition" 
that I have described freqncntly. No pro· 
gr,~s:-; lies in that direction, \vhereas the 
policy of the present Government is the one 
concciYed to be in the best intorects of the 
''hole State, having regard to the resources 
at our disposal. Earlier in the debate I 
q cwtcd the remarks of the general manager 
nf I he Bank cf ;\." evv South ·wales. I now 
propo'e to quote from the monthly circular 
for May of the Bank of New South \Vales, 
wherein it is stated-

" There are times when the effort of 
balancing budgets is so gn·at that it can 
only be achieved at the expense of 
balance in ihe community generally. 
This point v;ns well brought out by Sir 
.]o,iah Stamp in a recent speech. Ho 
contended that though financial purists 
Inight regard the borl'owiug of rnouey 
Ly the Stnte for invcstruent purposes as 
an ' llll balancing ' of the budget. the r0al 
consideration v, as that a budget balanced 
in the strict uenso might coincide with a 
thoroughly l!nbalanced condition of the 
internal economy. The 'ta tc:ment might 
wpl] be applied to the JH'o.oont position 
of ... .1~ ustralia." 

That sums up clearly the views held by this 
GovermncJ,t, whose policy is the best that 
r>en be adopted under present conditions in 
the interests of the State. We will continue 
t•> pursue that policy, endeavouring to pro­
v·ide employment for as many people as 
pm -.ible. and by that means assisting trade 
and industry generally. Public expenditure 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

"iil be controlled with due regard not only 
tn I he development and interest of the State, 
but also to that form of expenditure which 
will give the maximum results lo the people 
of Queensland. 

GoYER};1IEXT l\1E1IBETIS : Hear, hear l 

Mr. KEJ'\NY (Cook) [2.23 p.m.]: It 
wa3 interesting to li.sicn to the speech 
dclin·rcd bv the Leader of tho GoYCl'lll1"i'l1t 
in trying to shuffle tho responsibilit_y of his 
O\Ul Governrnc nt and 111 nnslcachng ihe 
people by sa:;iug that the Oppo,iitiun ~taud 
fo1~ a policv of reduced taxation at the 
expensl~ of (he cowrrnt11ity. That, in cffoc~, 
\Y<-'h ihc substance of the hon. gentleEHlll :s 
rcrnark. Tin1e after tiuw hon. nH~rnber;:; on 
thl.") side have ~t:tteJ that taxatio11 has rcachccl 
a height when, it j,g defeating its own ends 
~\~-hl'l'C inclividnah are ca~t out of cn1ploy~ 
rnent. Tlutt is recognised by 1 he J...~eader of 
the GoverlllllCllt. \Ve rnaintain that nhat i& 
needed in Queensland i, a reduction of the 
excessive burden of taxation, a freedom from 
the strangle-hold that G-overnments havo on 
industry to-day, and a removal of tbo rcetrie:­
tions placed upon industry in order that imlcls­
try rnay get back to a position ·where it ~au 
"b'orb the unemployed in the Auslmhan 
cornrnunity. The rrreasurcr coudcrnned the 
late Government for their action in this 
regard, and said that the :Moore Adminis­
tration increased taxation. He did not say 
that the taxation levied bv the late Gov-orn­
tncnt \Vas a definite uncn11)loymeut relief tax 
placed on the community for a specinc: pur­
pose---the a]Jeviati<Hl of the uncmp}oyrncnt 
position. \Yhen \\"0 placed that tax on the 
community vv-e told the people that the scheme 
\YrtS not for all ti1ne, but only a lnlliativo tu 
tr_v to alleviate the position. \Ye \\"ere eon­
demned for that policy by Govemment 
rnernbers. \Ye \Ye re coudernnecl frorn C\ ery 
platform in Queensland. I \Yas in Cairns 
when the schcrne was first instituted, when a 
bv-election was taking place there. Hon. 
members opposite who euppol'!c·d the hon. 
member for Cairns then appealed to the 
people not to support the scheme nor accept 
work under it. Now they have taken con­
trol of the Treasllry benches they are barren 
of ideas; they not only accept the schonw 
bolus bolus but have increased the tax by 
100 per cent., yet they say that was an 
increased burden of taxation placed upon 
the people by the JY[ooro ~\dminiotratiorl. 

The whole policy of the present Gov-ern­
ment is in effect to spend loan money to 
relieve the position when private cntcrpnse 
cannot absorb the unemployed. That is all 
ri(J'ht as the Governn1ent are in a position 
to~ d~ it, but how long arc vv-o going to con­
tinue that policy; to vv-hat extent ar~ we 
going- to spend loan money whde prrvate 
enterprise is being strangled daily'! There 
is a limit to the extent to which we can go 
in this regard. The Labour Party recog­
nises, and lms recognised all its life, ho:v 
far you can go with loan money. It Js 
in !cresting- to turn back to the record of the 
Labour leaders in 1910. Let me tnrn to a 
statement made by the late Mr. David Bow­
man. a member of the Labour Party at that 
time·. SpPaking on 6tb Septembc·i', 1910, yide 
" H anBard" for that year, page 3749, and 
dealing with this question, he stal ed-

" Well, speaking for myself-and I 
know that a number of 1ne!nbers agree 
with me-while we arc prepared to sup-­
port a borrowing policy for reproductive 
works, we should be careful in the amount 
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,. e clo borrow. \Ye should onh lw,-e 
rr'stl·ictcd borrov. ing. . . . I think it 
would be a big n1i.--fa.kc for this U-o\·c·rn~ 
n1cnt or any other GovPl'llllll?llt to go in 
for borro,Ying incliscrllniHatc'ly." 

~Then. ~Ir. Thc•odore, ~peaking ou this f.Ub­
ject on 9th ScptPmber, 1913 .. Yide '' I-Iansai'd" 
.for that year, vagc 40, stated-

" There secn1s to bL' a great desire on 
ihe part of the Pren1ier an·d tho Trca­
SlH8l' to lJ!ink our obligations in regard 
to the Jn<nter of loan 0'\:pcnditure and 
the tnatter of a siuking fu11d or son1e 
other e£Icctivc rr1eans of payiug off our 
public debt in due course. They scetn 
to bo satisi-ied io go on and allow the 
public debt to outli,·c entirely the public 
works !lmt haYo lwt•ll <'sUcblished by 
ntcaw:; uf the loans \Yhich have been 
tloaiecl. Thcv seem to ha,-e no cle;ire> to 
reduce !he [>Ublic inclcbtcdneH of (~uc•ens­
land. They are \Yell enough :-::;ati~Sfit'tl to 
shufilc out of their n•spons1bi!ity, and to 
allow future gcncratious to take up lho 
Lmrden-a DlOst uugcncrous and uncharit­
able and, with all, unwise policy >1ncl 
quite unn::ccssary. 

'Those ar<' Uw ovinions of t\YO of the greatest 
leader., the Lal)Qnr Party have ever had. 
Thee' recogdi;<"d thal a policy of borrowing 
is uot in the be".t interc,;ts of the corn­
Inunity. but (h•spit<) th0ir recognition of 
that fact the Labonr Partv ht~YC increased 
OUJ' puhlic debt to ;;;uch · an extent that 
\Yf' l an not afford to pay the interep,t vve 
haYP to pa:- to-day. Tlwn the Leader ot 
the CoverJJn1e11t says, ·· ,y L' have to reli('·'n' 
the po~ition." \YhilP IH· Js crying ont 
fot· relief, \Ye !iud \YP al'i' go1ng ah(~<Hl 
\\ith the• increase of onr public dcbt-!ast 
\Tar an increase to the extent of £3.000 000 
:_and it looks that in !hree vears of 'the 
nre::-~:•nt Co\·crnrnPnfs adrnini;tration the 
imblic ch•bt will be incn bc•d bv £10.000,000_ 
Thi:- year we will haYe to pay £100.000 extra 
in i11tcrcst to nwt•t the squanJcring of the 
prPYiou3 ,year. Snrcl.v thii3 mu::;t han) an 
c£nd! It ;wuld be all rig-ht if the Govcrn­
rncnt \VE.'l'l' golng ahead with a definite 
policy incrca,,ing the public debt of Queens­
land such as they third< advi>able with the 
final objective of rcpncli>ttion. If they mean 
to ha-..-e i')ociali rn and £to iu for dt'f1atio:n and 
l'<'ducc ihe 'aluo of th~ £ to about 6cl., and 
'\Yipl~ nnt the de-bt externa.lly and intcrnallv 
it 111 be a sound pohcy; b;1t if tlwre is ar~\: 
intention to pav OUl' Wil\' it is neecsr·al'Y fo'i· 
tlw Trr_a~urcr t~ watch l~is step and sec~ how 
far he g-oes "-ith his policy, 

The Treasurer :referrrd to the late GoY('J'n­
Inent', adtninistration as a policy of defla­
tion; but it wa3 a policy which ;vas sub­
scribed to by the Labo11r Party in the 
FNleral Parliament and bv :'VIr. Scullin and 
other Lobom Premiers ii1 _\ustralia_ Mr. 
IIog1m. in Victoria, and Mr. Hill, in South 
\u~tralia, both sub~cribed to it. Those two 
Premiers were cast out of office bcc1Use of 
thc·ir aclion. :!\ir_ Scullin subscribed to it. 
11l'Cl to-clay he is hold up to the Queensland 
lH~oplc as ihe saYiour of ~Australian people. 
The Labor;r Party arc asking the people to 
put lmn unck in control of the Federal 
Treasury benches, Lot us take ::VIr. Sculliu 
hirns.c!L When this deflation policy-this 
tragH:. happenmg-wls brought into effect, 
he saJcl 1n the Federal Parliament on the 
18th Jr;nc. 1931, as reported on page 2784 
Df FPderal "I-Iansard "-

" :\'o . ono \\-ill . welcome a prnctical 
altcrnahYc to th1s plan more readily 

than I shall, and I shall be exceedingly 
glad if any hon. member can submit a 
practical method of overcoming our 
immediate difficulties_ .. _ Those who 
~tch-ocate the rejection of this policy must 
put forward :1 practical altPrnutiYo, or 
declare to the world that ~\ustralia will 
go on as at prcc-.cnt until July and then 
d(·L~ ult, paying to its scrYants, its pcn­
sioucrs, aud its bondhol-ders less than 
12s. in the £1. Such a policy would not 
reflect much glory upon thpm_ I know 
that thov cleclarc that the talk of def.ault 
is IJOilse;lsc, and that the banks ''Till corne 
io our rc,cuc_ They ha.-e a sublime, 
child-like faith in banking- in -titutions; 
but bankers will not risk the solyency of 
the institutions thev control to save anv 
Government or ind~Yidna1 from JefaultJ) 

Thoro the Leader of the FedPral Labour 
PMtv says definitclv that default was con­
fronting ~lS, and that if we did not carry out 
this dd1ation policy which is condemned by 
hulL members opposite we would be able to 
1 -'Y our pensioners and public son-ants only 
l2s_ in the £1; yet to-clay those same hon. 
lllPrnLers arc holding hin1 up as sayiour and 
~:ayinp:. "Put hin1 back in control." 

In tlw samp debate :!\Ir_ Tlwodoro ,aid-
" ¥ cs. All pension~, will be reduced 

2s. 6d. per week. The purchasing po\Y('t' 

of n10~JPY is greater now than it was a 
few y,·-nrs ago, and therefore the pen­
sioner will not be relatively \'I'Orse off 
than he was t\vo year.~ ngo. .According 
to tho cost of living firrures, 17s_ 6d. per 
week will purchase slightly more food 
and g-roceries than coul-d be bought for 
£1 in 1925, when the pension was 
increased to £1. . , . Undoubtedly, Aus­
tralia is 1nuch n1ore generous than Hny 
orher country in the matter of pen­
sions .... 

•• No one Cdn n1inin1i :e the seYeritv of 
the c•couoJnip:;; that ha-.,.c bc-cn forced tlpon 
the CommOJI\vc,dth-not forced upon it 

it.:; politicn] opponents. nor by out­
in'3titutiOllS. hut bY the realities of 

the ca:-:;c. " 

"l commend this rehabilitation plan 
to the earnest consideration of J1ou. nlern­
ber~ as not onJy practicable, but ines­
capable if wo arc to rne0t the present 
eniPrgent position." 

'rhorc Mr_ Thcodoro ''"-s that that plan was 
not forcecl on them by political opponents 
o1· ol!tside institutions, but by the facts that 
fc_tccd thPn1, and he 'vas prepared to reduce 
[!C'l'sions by 2s, 6cl. per week rather than 
gi ,-e no pensions at all. After all. La,bour 
i~ rP~lJOusib1o for giYing only 2s. 6d. of the 
pension:", and L.1bour was the first party to 
recluce them by 2s. 6cL per week; m that 
to-tla:'-· L 1bnur stands 'vithout any credit for 
pjYi~tg anything to any pensioner in Aus­
ti'alla. 

:\fr_ Forde, now the Deputy Leader of the 
Federal Lvbour Part~·, said-

" Critics overlook that the deficits of 
Governments will total 

next yE~ar at tl1c preRcnt rate 
Federal pqblic servants' 

aro to be reduced, but better the 
mbsl 'ni.ial rdcu·n for L hour under the 
plan than no salaries and 1vages j£ 
dc~fnult. had ccrne. Better reduce pen-
sions along the l~ncs urged tlw soldiers 
t.hernselvc~ th:1n pay or sonH.'-
ihing far lt_>c:;s tlwn proposf\d 

Jlr. Kenny.] 
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under the plan. Bc·ttcr preserve to the 
old-age and invalid pensioners at least 
l7s. 6d. per week than leave them wrth 
10s. or 12s. per week. 

" Cmnmou sense dictates the accept­
ance of the plan and the protection of 
the worker and the pensioner from the 
worst things that would befall them 
were the plan rejected." 

Common sense dictated to him, to Jl.ir. Scul­
lin, and to JI.Ir. Theodore the acceptance of 
the plan-common sense impelled thew to 
tell the people of Australia that it was the 
ody way out. Yet hou. members opposrte, 
!Jelo<Jging to the sam" Jmrty, because the 
n•,ponsibilitv is now placed on therr shoul­
ders, tell th'e people of Queensland that the 
policy is wrong, and that they will r;ot sub­
scribe to it. But thev have subscnbod to 
it; they have taken ~advantage of every 
Pconomy effpctC'd under it by the lato Admm­
istratio;I, a1;d haYe OYCn gone ahead in other 
directions with further economies. If these 
oconornics were not necessary-if this so­
called policy of wage slashing which they 
condcn1n ·was not necessary-why not restore 
them 'I The truth is that once they said 
they were necessary, and to-clay, in their 
own part:.y, the question is being discussed, 
and the rank and file behind the Government 
are asking them to do the very thing they 
-:;.ay is unnecccsary. T'hey know, however, 
that thev must gull the people of Queensland 
still mo-re-that they must cover up their 
lack of admjnistrative abilitv io oYercome 
the difficulties that confront them. 

The Treasurer repeated to-dav what 
appeal's m the Go,·crnor's Speech, that 
world's prices have fallen. They have, but 
hon. members would uot admit when this 
party were in power that world prices were 
a factor in the position at all. It was said 
to be a man-made depression and that we 
could light our way out. To-day we find 
tlw:n ""·hi11geing and cl::unouring to put the 
blame on to sonwbodv else. So the Trea­
surer says that private ·enterprise has brought 
a bout the depression. He said that America 
was not content to sit down and wait for 
som0thing to j urn up. The Treasurer told 
us, through the Governor's Speech, that he 
wa, helpless and could do nothing until 
there was an improvement in world price 
levels. He also stated that the policy now 
being pursued in America was a clear indi­
cation that priyate enterprise had failed in 
that country, but that is an erroneous con­
clusion. Private enterprise built up the 
American nation, and her difficulties have 
arist'n largely through tariff barriers and 
through the graft alid corruption on tho part 
of her politicians eagerly sf'eking the politi­
eal support of certain sections of the people. 
An;erica 1 s policy of extre:ne protection, 
together with graft and corruption, have 
been her undoing. r_rhe PO"ition facing the 
Government., of Australia to-da v is still a 
~eriom one. Political parties ·throughout 
the wnrlcl have endoavonrod to expand the 
businc-;;s actiYitic.:~ of thC'ir respcctiYe eoun­
trip-. with the assistancf' of tariff walls and 
other artificial nw>tsuros. These industriE:s 
have been established on an artificial basis 
which demands the facrifice of international 
trade. \Vo arc prepared to sell onr goods 
to foreign nationals, but we are not pre­
pared to ac-ept their goods in return. The 
Ottawa Conference was an attempt to over­
come the difficulty so far as it pertained to 
the British Commonwealth of ~ations. But 

[M1·. Kenny. 

because the agreement provicled for a lo~; er­
ing of the tariff on bananas ontenng the 
Comrnouwealth o£ Australia, hon. mernbor2 
opposite were sufficiently hypocritical and 
short-sighted as to censure the Federal Go­
vernment for daring to grant rehef amouut­
ing to £20,000 whilst receiving benefits in 
other directions under a plan provrdmg for 
bencfrcial inter-Empire trade. Labour 
politiciaus are not pr_epared nor have they 
sufficient vision to sec that those matwrs 
should be viewed from the viewpoint of the 
nation. Quite recently the ·world Economic 
Confl'l'cnco failed in London Locauso 1ts 
representatives relied for their political sup­
port upon tho vopular vote of then respec­
tive countric;. Selfishness and the desne 
for political support wrecked the prospects 
of ;_tn agreement at that confc·rence. V\?.hat 
hop<' is there for the \vorld 1 \Ye must now 
carry on with an inteHs_i\·c poliey of trad.<~ 
\\ ar wjth its tariff barncrs and other arti­
ficial protection. Such a policy will not 
bring about a wlulion, and, like the Umted 
States, we shall be compelled to live on our 
O\VH resources. 

A l\"ationalist Government was returned 
to power m New South ·wales when the 
Labour Government were successful m 
Queensland. and since that time the Xew 
South \Vales Premier has reduced Ins dehcrt 
by £10.000,000, public expend_iture hy 
£4.000,000, and has granted taxatiOn remis­
sions amounting to £2,000,000. ·wholesale 
and retail trade has increased trPmendou.,ly 
in that State. Factory employees have been 
increased by 11 per cent., relief taxes have 
boon reduced bv £400,000. and the tram"-ay 
fares have bee;1 reduced by £500,000. Tlw 
number of p€'rsons dependent upon Covern­
ment aid has been reduced from 154,000 to 
98,000. \Ye have increa~ed taxation in this 
State bv £1,250.000. We haYC been com­
pelled to increase taxation by £2.000,000 
berauso we would not rocogrnso the. po.sitlOJL 
The number of unemploved has mcreased 
from 35,151 at June, 1932: to 40,556 in June, 
1933. The Labour Gon,rnment are merely 
waitincr for son1ething to turn np, hoping­
that the policv instituted in the T~c nited 
States will reetifv the position. 1'he Trea­
surer has stated. that the unemployed in 
this State are not suffering under adverse 
conditions. but let me quote this report from 
the '' Railway Advocate " of 15th January, 
1933:-

"In an appeal 'over the air' (4QG 
on 15th April) for assistance for dona­
tions to their blanket fund, a representa­
tive of the Queensland Social Scn·rce 
League stated that in Queensland there 
were '20,000 married men, and therr 
wives and 70 000 children and 14.000 
single' rnen in~'olved in Ull~rnplo,pnent.' 

,; The April issnc of 'Econon1ie ~0,,.,. · 
o·ives the total number of unemployed 
~en wage-E"arncrs in Queensland for 'the 
month of March as 54.200. Add to that 
number of nwn 70,000 children mentioned 
above. the wives of married unemployed. 
and the number of female unemployPd 
workers, and it will be seen that the 
number ' invo1Ycd ' in une-::11ploymont 1s 
much larger than is conveyed by official 
statistics." 

This ,haws ihe number of ppoplc clcpenclent 
on the Govcrnn1ent in sorno forrn for ass1st­
<1nce in March and April of this year. Yet 
the Govemmcnt arc closing their· c c" to 
the pos:tion and waiting for sornething :o 
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turn up! At the same time the Treasu1·cr is 
telling the people that Queensland has 
turned the corr;cr, and that tbe policy of 
his Covenunent is bringing that po,:.,]tion 
about. All that the Treaourer and l1 is 
followers can adYocate is for a change uf 
Government in the Federal Parliament. 
They tell us that if the electors return the 
Fedenll Labour Party, l"d by 1\Ir. Snllin, 
who brought about this depresoion l•)Illplex, 
that they will introduce socialisation of bank­
ing in order to take the pe011lo's HlOIJPy .aud 
squander it. E\·crything will be all rig!Jt 
then. According to the ConHnonwl'alth 
statistics on the 30th ,J unc, 1932, there were 
in the trading banks in the Commonwealth 
deposits not bear ;n!~ interest arnounting to 
£87,830.000, and bearing· interest £196,194,000. 
On 31st October. 1932, the saving banks 
possessed deposits to the extent of 
£198,108,000. These deposits exiet m the 
Yarious banks in the Commonwealth to-da v. 
because the people arc not prepared to risk 
their money in private enterprise. They 
fc>Lr that Government interference will kill 
private enterprise. That is the reason wh-· 
subscriptions to the short-dated loans of tl:c 
Commonwealth to-day reach in the vicinit; 
of £100,000,000. \Ve must not forget that 
while subscriptions amountiLg to £100.00J.COO 
are made for short-d>cted loans bearing 
interest at 2~ per cent., the position will 
cvcntnally arise when those loans must be 
cmJvcrted by an internal loan. \Yhen that 
is done Australia will be compelled to pay at 
leact an additional 1~ per cent. intenest 
for that moncv. It will be seen that the 
flotation of short-dated loans will not get 
us out of our difficulties. -While we continue 
a policy of re-fusing to recognise the position 
and of increasing taxation at every turn­
the same as the Labour Party did when 
they were in po;ver before-we will intensify 
the po,ition and eventually arrive at a 
point when W<' must default. \Ve are 
gctti n g ver:-;- near clcfctult to-day. If the 
policy of the Quccns~ancl Go':crnmc•Jt is to 
break industry _p_nd default in order to bring 
about their objective of socialisation of all 
means of product~on and exchange, then 
they are proceeding along; the right l'neo 
Why do they not bring about their objec­
tive to-d>Ly? They have the power, and I 
cannot sec why they should brin?; further 
misery to the mwmployPd if, as they con­
tend, that objective will soh-e our social 
troubles. \\'by should our people stane 
if their objective is the proper sol ut ion' 
\Vhy not proceed right ahead and bring 
about a po.3ition \''>hereby indu;:;;tr.-:· c:1nr .. ot 
carry on, and increase the unmnplo: eel anny 
in order that the Government can take 
it OV(!r and control it as a State entcqJri~·c '! 
\Ye had State control previously in Stote 
cattle stations, butcher shops, fish shops, and 
othc:r directions. \Yhat was thn result? ThP 
people are to-day paying £250,001 a year 
interest on accumulated los'3es atnonnting 
to £4,000,000 and will do so for manv vcar' 
to come. Snrely the Treasurer can paint a 
brighter picture and show the pconle some 
other wav out of their difficulties? He is 
evidontlv" content to wait until some other 
nation takes action to raise price levels to 
help Queensland out of her position. 

Mr. TOZER (Gympie) [2.47 p.m.]: under 
this Bill we are asked to vote £2,000,000 
which is to be derived from practically 
three sources known as consolidated revenue, 
trust funds, and loan funds. It is a watter 

of serious import to t.hc people. Although 
we, as an Op}10:-3ition, will not Le ablr--' to 
a1tm' in any \\ __ty the policy 1~ rou6'llt fon\ arcl 
by the Treasut·er. ,;;.·c han:~ a duty to pcrfonn to show the !Jeople that the action of tiH 
present Govcrnmeut is not of the bendicial 
nature Lhat it is claiincd to Le. A strnnger 
c-ntl'ring the portals of Purllarncnt for th,~ 
fir -t time, and with no knowledge of Qil"Olls­
land ccnclitions. would think, after listemng 
to the speeches of hon. memLers on the 
Goyorrnucnt side, ilntt the ::\lcore GoYt·l'l!­
nH'nt were responsible for thu pnS('rtt finan­
cial and UllOillp1oynlcnt po.sitioll in Qncen.;;;­
lrtncl. But let me refer to tho remarks of 
l\{r. 1\lcCor~11ack, \Vho wa., Prctnicr ot 
Queensland before the advent of tr c :'doore 
Governrr1Pnt.. ~1waking at Tiockhan1ptSHI on 
the 4th l\lay, 1928, l\[r. McCormnek sa·d-

" \Ye in Austra1ia arc pasS~11..:;, and 
will pass, through a Yery difficult tiuH 
during the next few years, UllLi io i-: 11 
tla~ pEOlJlu that everything in tilL' garden 
is loYely i, only misleading them. The 
only \Vay for ..:\u:-;tralia to rrgai11 her 
fanner prospc1·ity is by livin~_r vvlthin her 
n1cans and by giving srrtisfactory 8l'Yice­
in whatevC'r sphere we rnay be placed~ 
In Qneeusland I have n1adt~ a fitrenuon~., 
cndeuvour to p:et the Gov<emnwnt to live 
within its rncans, and it has. Le~·n 110· 
easy ta~lc It has made cncrnics for rne 
both in business and in Labour circles." 

On another occasiOn Mr. ::\IcConnack 
stated-

" It may be argued that we should 
;nereas;::! g-eneral taxation. There is 
certainly no other •say. It is r·asy 
enough to say thai: IYC shonlJ incrc<l~C 
taxation. It is a YPry popular th!ng t:_} 

gc't up and :say, ' Tax Uh~ ot h~·r fellow,' 
but there is a point at which taxacion 
becomes '" lwaYy that insterrd of better· 
inr.; the: position it actually nwke-.; it 
worse fo1· the Yer:,.r rncn wl:orn \YP \Yl l1 
to l>cncfit." 

If comlit:ons had been all right prior to lllo 
:Yloore GoYerr:ment taking office, w he1 e wao 
tho nccess1t,v for such statcmcnL as I llftVC" 
read from the then Premia;·, l\lr. 
McCormack? There must have be. n some 
reason. Ho could t,CO what was corniug. He 
roali:::cd that things were goir'g bad fo~· 
Queensland, aud, as a matter of frtcl. prac­
tically took out an in~unu1co bccausu he­
borroived ll1onoy ahead. Uorernrnent 
members say that when the l\Ioorc Govern· 
mcnt took office the:- inhcr;ted £5 o:O.GOO, 
but I Lelieve the rtmount \Yonld b.· rPdtlr·ed 
to £3.000,00(} afLer co1"ideration is pai,J to 
the commitments that had to be met. Simi­
larly, ; he <>mount of £1,600,COO which we' 
eontend was left in the Trca:--urv bv thr~ 
I\loore UoYPrnnJcnt Wa.-i rerlnC(1 d, ·a~ 'C~rc1ing 
to our ')ppont-•Jlt·', whC'll ccl'tuin cominilnH'nh 
W()rC' ruc·f At itll OYC>!rlfi .. l\Ir. ~ld\>,·nu~ek 
realise<! that bctd time.'' " .-re a he ·; \V hen 
thtsc Lad tin1os did cmne r Lcur; it w<ts. 
fortunate that the Labonr Goverllment '\Vere 
not in power in Que<'nslancl. If the,· had 
been they would have hac! to mt>et the 
sarne difficulties as confroutc:)d the 1\1oore 
Go,·ernmcnt. Hon. members oppo·ito cla:m 
that they would have met tho'e difficulties. 
Would the:-- have adopted diffen nt nwthods 
from those of the Moo re GoYcrnmcut? The, 
claim they would, but if that were eo ,-,,ould 
not Queensland ha.-e be<'n placed in p;-.actlv 
the same position as waq New So,th \Yale"s 
under I\1r. Lang? Judging h.v i:hP r\:>~na;ks 

lilr. Tozcr.] 
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n1ade at the tin1e by tbe hon. g('ntlenuni 
who is 1>0\\' Premier of Queenslrmd, I should 
'ay that th·J plan that he would lwvc ~doptcd 
~lli 1~'ht ha~Te been regnrclcd as a twin-~i::.h1 r 
olan to tlwt of J\Ir. Lang. _At ;Ill ('Yf'nj._;:;_ 

both plans would have had the same ehcct. 

Listening to hon. members on the Gm·ern­
n1ent side one would in1agine there were no 
unemployed in Queensland when the :\Ioore 
Gon•rnment took office, but on that point 
I dc•sire to quote from the return published 
hv the then Secretary for Labour and Indus­
ti:y on the 30th SeJ)tember, 1928. I would 
point out that it was in :\fay, 1929, when 
the 11oore G-o-.;ernn1ent can1e into power. 
.In this return it is stated-

Totally unemployPd, including 
those unemployed through sick­
ne,o3, otc. 

Partly employed 
46.512 
69,664 

116,176 

Thot >vas a. fmv months before the Moorc 
Go\ crnrncnt ca111e in. I submit that is 
further borne out bv the fact that in 1927-28 
the cost of unemployment, mcludmg unom­
ployinent insurance, in Qneensland \Yas 
£460.926. If there were uo unemployed, 
wlwro \\"llo that money spent ·1 It must have 
llEWll spent on the unemployed. That was 
the po~ition, so far as unernploy1nent \vas 
coiwurnod, when tho Moore Governrnent 
came into office. It should not be necessary 
to rPlW,tt these statements, but when \Ve 

he a 1' l1on. lnmnber::; oppo~ite speaking as they 
do, jL becomes neces:::;ary for us to state the 
actual bet, again. \Vc know that during 
tl1c tin1e Labour was in r)Qwer in ihe four­
tC'en years previous to the 11oore Govern­
Hlent coming into office, there \vas a riso 
in l','YE'nue, but when the Moore Govcrnn1ent 
-namp in a decline jn rcyenue had to be 
faced. ·we kno\Y that the interest bill had 
i11creased from £2,000,000 to £5,000,000, and 
that the exchange had increased and was 
costing sorncthing like £1,000,000 a year. 
Tlw po<ition was such that the Mool'C Go­
Y<lnnnent, when they came into office, had to 
do son1ething to in1prove n1a-Ltors. 

The Treasurer has referred to the family 
budget as an illu<tl'lltion, and said that it is 
necenary for the family budget to bo 
balanced lJoforo we can possibly balance the 
Btate budget. That sounds reasonable so 
far as it g·oes, but if a family is living 
bc•yond it, 1t1eans \Yith no possibility of 
increasing its incorne the expt~nditul'G has 
to be reduced. In a 1nining crnnpa.nv for 
inst~n1C'P, a certain ar11ount of \York m"a'v be 
carried on. lmt if you aro in a. difficult posi­
tion you do not go on n1aking calls upon 
the shareholder· ail the time to thtJ extent 
of Hw uncall(•d capital: you consider how 
you can reduce cxpt'nditurc. The dirc:~torR 
~a~r "' If \\·c a l'P going to 1nakc calls we 
n1ust be fair and n·a-onable to the sharG~ 
holders, anrl in addition to Jn .. tking calls 
rethu ·J the expc·ndltun~ so w, to bring the 
cost clown. The State i~ in the :Stl,mc posi­
tion as a eornpany, Lc~·auso the State ba:, 
nncalled capital \\hi eh C'lll be called un. 
\VhPn the State g-Pts iuto th·· po ition 1hat 
jt cannot bon·ow 1nore n1oncv fron1 
over:-;pas. is it not to reJure cxpendl-
hEc and sa~·, "If wn arc going to tnx. ·we 
should keep clown the taxation and recluce 
r·xpr•nditnn a~ ntuch a:-; possible n '? 

The prc"'nt Government blame the l\Iooro 
Govemmont for what they call deflntion. 

jJir. Tozcr. 

They sav that \Ve \Vent iu for wage sh.shlng 
aud reduction. There is no one in this 
Chan1bcr \vho has any v;ish to reduce wages. 
Had it not been through force of circum­
stancci there woulcl huve been llO reduction 
at all. 'No know, hmYe\·cr, that there \">as 
a falling of~ in the \·aluo of production in 
Australia of something like £2,000,00·), and 
Queensland being· a big producing Siate 
suffered a considerable loss in that respect. 
Those who dcriYe their inc01no fron1 invcst­
nwnts snfl'ercd thruugh reduction in the 
rate of interest, probably considerably more 
than tlH' reduction borne b:v \ntge-carnCl'8. 
\Ye have to be just to all. I do not believe 
in treatinrr one section differently from 
another; ¥.-.:='u 1nust treat everyone as equitably 
as po8'iblc. Those \Yho can afford to pa_v 
taxation should pay moro than those who 
cannot afl"orcl to pay much. It \\"Ocdd not 
he fair for instance to red uco tho sa lanes 
of one' branch of the public service while 
not reducing others. Ono section >vould then 
have a grieyance against those \Yho were 
not sun'cring a reduction. The fn.i~· \Va~IJ 
is to treat e.-en·bodv alike. as the :\1oorc 
Govornrncnt tried to ~lo. in order to illlproYe 
things all round. It 'is absolutely . nniruo 
that we introduced our nH'U?Hl'CS wnh any 
iJea of hnl'Liug- the do,vntroddcn. Such 
accusation~ n1ight bP YC'f:V good pl·opaganda, 
and if .hon. mcn1bc:rs opposite rnakc th81n 
often enough) tlwy \YiJl perhaps bclicYe tbcn1 
then1selvc:-;. lH- side~ 1naking other people 
believe them. If, however, the0· arc honest 
they cannot put the bbme on the Mooro 
Governn1ent. 

Let me point out, moreoYor, that the 
n1ajoriiy o{ rcprescn~ati;T('S at the conference 
at which the Premiers Plan was ,adoptcd­
\\"c'l'C Labour men, and if they had not 
a"recd to it then it could not ha.-e been 
dopted. But they recognised its wi-.dom; 

t!Jcy realised that it was the only pln:n. to 
hdp Australia to a better financwl pos1t10~. 
\\"lwn thoro was a change of Government m 
Qu .. ePJJsland. the present Treasurer also su_b­
scribed to its principles, and we are still 
cnrrviuo· on under tho plan in an endeavour 
t., bala~co budgets. reduce expenditure, and 
brino- a bout a bett;or state of affairs gener­
lllh·.n How, then, can they accuse the :Moore 
Go\·prnn1cnt of being \Yrong in subscribing 
to a plan when the;.· themselves have sub­
'crib,,d to it? If the things the Moore 
Gov,,rument did were wrong. why haYe the 
present Government not alton•cl them and 
n iorecl what their predecessors took away? 
The fact is that thcv find that the position 
is just as we found it-that the money is not 
available; yet they blame the Moorc Govern­
ment and porsistc•ntly refuse to take the 
nospon.sibility for their own conduct. 

A. romidPrable amount of our trouble has 
b-·Pn cau~ed hv excessive borrowing. ..._A._ con­
tinually increasing interest bill must defeat 
"OU in the end. At ono time the Labour 
hut~ held that there had been too much 
borrCnving in Queensland b!- Go\TCrilllll'nts of 
: C'ars gone by, whom thcv described as 
'· Borrow boom and burst " Governments. 
In 1915 n 'little r~d book-a. reprint of articles 
i11 ilw Brisbane "\Vorker," was published, 
:llld in it appeared the following state­
nient :-

" If the working class could realise 
how thov are robbed b"' the institution 
known as the public debt, there would 
be an outcry against further borrowing 
from one end of the country to the 
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other and statesmen would find it 
impc~ative to devise n1e~ns ?f oxtinguish­
ino- the debt and termmatmg the folly 
ofb continuous interest pa;ying. 

"The Labour Party demands that this 
state of affairs shall cease. It demands 
that definite measures shall be taken to 
wipe out loans as they mature. 

" It is a senseless and suicidal policy 
for the public, and the only beneficiaries 
under it arc the financial institutions and 
the mortgage-1nongering owners of our 
large estates, 'vho are mostly absentees. 

" No person of intelligence would con­
duct his private >Lffairs in such a rock­
less faehion, and the Labour Party w1ll 
put a stop to it." 

But immediately the Labour Party got into 
power they forgot these things, and bor­
rowed as 'much money as they could get. 
In fourteen years they borro,ved £56,000,000, 
which is at the rate of £4,000,000 per annum, 
and so incrnsod the public debt to 
£112.000,000. The Treasurer has stated that 
during a period of depression it is a good 
pol icv to spencl loan money so as to bridge 
the gap to better times. During the past 
YNr £3,000.000 wore borrowed, and it is 
anticipated that a similar sum will be bor­
rowed during the ensuing year. It can be 
n lliicipatcd that when the term of office of 
the preocnt Government expires the public 
debt will havf' been increased by an addi­
tional £10,000,000. 

It has bef'n stated that an area of 6,000,000 
acres is rcqn;rcd for forestry purpo,es in 
this Stab', and np to the present over 
5,000,0JO acres has Lcen set aside for the 
purpose, but it is utilised only for the 
production of timber by way of natural 
growth. 1\ot all the timber on timber or 
fmest reserves is millable timber, in some 
cases there being perhaps only eight millable 
trees to tho acre. In the Gympie land 
agent's district, 340,000 acres hfwe been 
reserved for forestry purposes, many areas 
producing no timber at all. The adjoining 
land has been fairly closely settled, and 
many private blocks are contiguous to the 
forestry area. Many of those adjoining 
settlers have not sufficient land to provide 
a living area, and there is no reason why 
the idle forest land, or portion of it at 
least, should not be made available to these 
settlers not und<w a perpetual leasehold title, 
or a freehold title, b~Jt under a special lease. 
The adjoining selectors would assist in abat­
ing the nuisance from this forestry area by 
the dcc,truction of wallabies and other mar­
supial pests, and the Crmvn and the local 
authorities would benefit by the receipt of 
,, ddi tional revenue. The special lease could 
be granted under certain terms and concli­
tions. Whenever application is ma-de to the 
Land Administration Board, one is informed 
that a reclassification of the l·ands of the 
State will be carried out, and that nothing 
can be done for the time being-. It is a bad 
policy to keep the land out of primary pro­
duction. particnlarly when it is recognised 
1 hat by granting a special lease revenue 
would accrue to the Government and the 
local authorities, the selectors would be 
assisted, and an asset would be built up for 
the State. 

I desire now to refer to a block of land on 
the Gympio goldfidd, situated between the 
I 1:g lcwood crosscourse and the Sovereign 
crosscourso. \Vhen mining boomed in that 

district, special le-ases were taken up all over­
the land. Rents and rates were paid. Dur­
ing the past ten years the land has remained 
i.lle because of the slump in mining. 
Mr. ::\IAHER (West Jiorr.ton) [3.12 p.m.]: 

No ·doubt corTJvarcd with two years ago there 
has been a h·errH.:ndous in11H'O"\-Ptnent in thf, 
g'eneral financial position of all the _\us­
tmlian States, and the Commonwealth which 
could not have boon possible had it not been 
for a strict adherence to the terms of the 
Premiers' Plan. 'l'he deficits of all the :-\tatc•e. 
in 1932-1933 amounted to £8,609,COO as coni­
pared with £8.773,000 on the original Budget 
cstirnates. The Co1nrrrmnvC'alth Govpl'llliH'nt 
\Ycrc most fortunate in haviPg a surplu~ of 
£3.500.000. The net deficit of Austra!i1tr1 
Governrn-ents, therefore, arnonntccl to 
£5,000,000. That is a matter for congrahda­
tion bcf'auso those of U3 who had anv con­
ception at all. and two and a-half ore thrcH 
vPar~ n '.!;0 ca~t our eyes into the future, could 
Only be iillcd with ~the rno~t dire rnisgiYings. 
A verv substantial irnproYon1cnt in our 
budgetary po,ition has been brought about 
as ,,-ell a<; a ren1arkable improvement in our· 
gencral credit. It is in regard to the llnancos 
of our O\\'ll State that we arc particul.ar!y 
conccrnocl thjs afternoon. I regret to noto 
that during this year our own State is the 
ono State in all Australia that is budgeting 
for an increasf'd deficit. Had tho present 
Government followed along the sound lines 
laid down by the previous Government they 
would have had a different story to tell, and 
the State financtc would have been in a llluch 
sounder position than they arc to-day. One 
of tho di•ctrcssing features of OL!l' f-inances is­
the trPrncndous arnount of extra taxation 
which has been levied on the people b.v tlm 
Gcvcrmnent. After all. there is only a hand­
ful of peop~e in this State. Tho Rcgi~tr.ar­
Gcncral informs us that the State ha- only 
about 300.000 wage-earners, and it is that 
handful of people who arc standing up to the 
hca,-v burden of increased taxation. The 
Trea;urcr. and those hon .. n1cn1ber<S associ,ttcd 
with him, talk about taxing thr- weallhy_ 
That is thc·ir parrot cry, but it is a rnyth 
because the whole of the wealthy people have 
been just about wiped out. The report of 
the Commissioner of Taxc" iJJdicatFs that 
thBre arc only 427 persons in Queensland in 
receipt of incOrnc_.:, fron1 pcr:-:onal exertion in 
excess of £2,000 per Yl'ar, while only forty­
five persons are in receipt of i11cornes in 
excees of £5,000 P<H' annum. \Yhore arc the 
wealthy people we hear so much about·; If 
hon. n1cmbers opposite were to conGs,-ate the 
whole ta"Xable incomes of the 1\'Ca:thc· p ople 
in this State they would not haYe enongh 
money to carry on th~·ir relief schc-n1e foe 
one HlOnLh.. Tbcrc arc no W{'a1thv people 
here, m1d \Ye are being rapidly Socia.liscd 
which prevents a rn.an bcco1ning wealthy. 
\Ve arP fa~t approachi11g the po~ition in 
Soviet Ru~.-ia wherc

1 
i11 order to carry out 

public works. those in authority 1nako leYics 
on the wages of the workers. r\t the end 
of the half-year the Russian employee finds 
that his pay envelope has a deduction of 10 
per cent. or 15 per cent., according to the 
necess:,i tics of the Governn1ent. There are no 
wealthy people in Russia, so it is the wodwr 
who has to stand up to the taxation. The 
principle of taxation in this State is being 
worked out along the ,oarne lines, and the 
tentacles of the tax gatherer are being 
dirpcted to·ward the wage-earner, as there 
arc no wealthy poople to 10\'Y· The taxation 
levied makes it impossible for people to. 

Jh·. 1ilahcr.] 
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become wealthy. That is ono of tho features 
.ari~iug fron1 Labour control in Queensland. 

The whole que•.tion of employment re· ts 
on l\YO factors. The first is, it i· dhirable 
that pCOlJle pO:"'·.essjng IHOH-ey and desirous 
.of inn•sting it in industry or business should 
be er.couragcd to come to Queensland; <1nd 
the second factor is those people look at the 
attractivrucss of the State as a field for 
inve·tment. On the present balance-sheet of 
the State f'an .auyo11c reasonably say that 
QuePnsland to-day presents an attractive licld 
:for iun•stnwnt ·1 l do not think the Trea­
surer could say that if he \Yerc looking round 
for a good field for investment. 

'[he TuEASrRER: If people listen to you 
the: \\'ill not inve'<t in l,lneenslaml. 

At 3.17 p.m., 
:\ir. GLEDSOX (lpSJcich), one of tho panel 

.of 'l'cmporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

lllr. MAHEH: I onlv wish thcru was a 
good field for invcstn;cnt m Qucenslanct 
to-day, but in point of fact there is not. 
At a meeting at Kurilpa the othet· day the 
Leader of the Ovposition referred to t.lw 
nosition of tlw Too\rOoinba Foundrv Pro­
}ni('tary Lirnited. That rnagnifict'nt c;_arnplc>­
of t2uecnsland cnlcrpri~e which at oue tiu1e 
f'llliJloycd 6J5 prT~ons to-day i~ reduced to 

only 60. \Yhc'n the Lcadn of the 
dre>v attention to the fact that 

con1pany n1ight find it uccessary io 
tran~fcr it8 acLivitie.':i to Sydney and do e 
do\\'11 lhc foundrv at Too~,\·ooluba, to the 
utter dctrin1cnt of the CitY of Too\YOontlH1 
and to the Stat<· of Quce;1slancl g<'ncrally, 
th~: Treasurer n1adc this rathPr extra­
-ordinary reply-

" Mr. Moore's statements are merely a 
form of chc ap political propaganda 
furnishing furtbor C\'idcncc, if sLtch is 
required, of the general futility of 
nationali:3rn in this State." 

The hon. gentleman continued on the same 
Unc", which is merely a con1plet{• cYa~ion 
of the iiniJOrtant point inYoh-cd. The ncw::­
papcr.s gayc prornincnce to the estraordinary 
reply of the Treasurer to a propt:r and 
practical reference made bv the Leader of 
the OprJOsition, "\vhmw :;:-Laterl1rnt is confirrnPd 
~yn a l~"ng;,hy rP~cre1:ce in to-day\; Ihj~b~ne 
· Gouner, wh1ch reports the follovv1ng 
statement by l\lr. L. A. Doycc. a director 
of the Toowomnba Foundrv Propriotarv 
Limited- · " 

"The \Ycrk3 of the Too>,co ·Jb-
Fonndry Propr;dary Liiilitcd. -whicl! 
hnve LIJ, n opcr<Jting in Toowoo1nba for 
Rixty-t wo arc grad ~tally tJcing 
l'Pnlo'·ccl ~ydJJcy, alld t 11r proct"'S 
\;,-ill bo eomplet(•d 1J_n]c;,:~ relief can bo 
gained fron1 tl1P ac1vC'rs" indn~trial con­
ditions cxi- ting in Queensland at pre­
sent." 

Surely that giycs llOir:t to the critici. 111 ·which 
the Opposition !H1YC marle of the rcsi rictive 
conditions being impo eel on indu'try by tho 
L,., bour C1ovcrllHlf'llt f crimes out of rnunlwr 
we hm·c drawn attention to the' fact that 
industry was ovPrburdcncd b·"' ('x:ccssivo 
ta~aiion, by restrictive conditions. a11d by 
union don1ination. \Y 0 88C the results of 
it now. The proof of the pudding is in the 
~;>tin,u:. anrl W<' haYe exemplified to-day the 
s •cl and mclancholv fact of the •roowoomba 
Fonnclr~~ Pro]n·iC'tni·y Lirnitcd contPrnr1l::ttin(.r 
th<' removal of its plant to New South 

[i11T. JJiaher. 

\Yaks. The company has a branch there, 
emvlo:, ind 230 men, -and it rnusl! c:on~ider 
lhat the industrial and govermnontal out­
look is better there, that taxation is loss, 
and that it will not bo subject to the same 
resiricti \Tf' cond itiorL, and illclustria1 ndvcr­
i:'itil's as in Qnecn~lalld. 

Mr. LLEWELYX: The company i, subject 
to taxation on the sarne basi::i as all othci' 
(;w ~~n~landers. 

Mr. 1\IAHEH : The fact is that tlce corn­
pauy is n:rnoviug its plant becat_l::31.: indus~rial 
couditio11s have u1ade it in1posstblo for 1t to 
p:t}' ihe \vages and ginJ its_ crnployPc~ t11o 
lJours whieh the court in th.s State drrect;:; 
[~nd whiCh is not the ca·;;e in ~C'\V South 
\\'ale;::. lf we are lo:-:;ing an oxi~ting inclust1·y) 
ho\v rnany prospective inclu"triE~s bavc \YC 

turned a.way? llow runny ruon ha\"f' coruc 
to this State with u1oncy in their poukets 
looking for a field fur invc~trnont, have coj,­
ferrcd with leading ruaunfncturcr~ and 
busine" people·, and have ckciclecl !.hat, 
Qucnnslaud is no place for the Invc-::hnent 
of capital'? During lite cour''' of the deLate 
on the Addre s in Hcply. the hon. member 
for Kcnnedv ·aid ihnt 'o "'"''" nqndly 
drlftin~ int·~) the po,ltion 11t (ucc:':·-Jaud 
where we would be· the and w:.tlPr 
joe_vs '' for the rest of . Th:1~ j~ 
\"~:hat it look~ likP io ntP. ln)l.'gP:-t hc]ll 
for industrial dcvclopnwnt in An:--L·a1ia will 
be Victoria. ·whC'rC Hl)lJl'Oxjrnately onl~y halt 
the an1ount of taxation is cxa(;ied a:::: conl· 
part->cl Y/ith Queensland. B:; vjrtue of it~ 
1wving ~uch a C'mnbination of natnra] forces, 
mag:1ificcnt dq1osits of coal, good ]u:1rl.J~ll1'~. 
a long est11bliehed State; all(l prov1ded 1t lS 

able to n1aintain gooJ go\ crnn1cnt, l \J<:lVC 

no doubt that "\ew South \\-ale, v·ili 
.aclvancc in that direction. too. (2Pl'Cnsland 
ut one tjmo had an unic1u(~ cpJ.Orcun1ty. 
There is no clonbt v·c \Yel'(' procectLng on 
extraordinarily good linl~>' Hl!til the advent 
of the Lahonr Party in 1915. If ihc taxa­
tion lHt~i~ of tl1e Dc~nh<.!nl {;oyrrnDJ(·nt had 
bec1J r:J:-J..lntaiund, \Yit h rca.·on<-~ l.J1e increase::; 
to rne>t:'t the tirnes ihl'ough which \VC have 
pa ed, then I 'ay that. Queensland would 
haYe bPcn one of tlw rno.t prosperous States 
iu .Australia, v;,~ith enormous adYantage to 
cYervor:.P. ~..\s it is to-da.v we have not onl,· 
~10G{.l :-till-\Ye n1·-.. rctroi;rc-:,ing·. as is iudi­
c:tt'.·d hY ihc c]pcision of the Toowoomb:t 
}'oundr,: Pronrit~iar\· Lirniied to remove ib 
plant h:om Q~lCPnsla:nd. 

The Trucsnrer stated this morning that 
the Opposition had been arguing that a 
reduction of taxation would elirninat~~ unenl­
ployrncnt: but that is an cxagg;crati_o!l. I do 
not think any member of tho Oppos1tion 8VCl' 

nrguod to that effect at all. vVhat we said 
v-as that tllO hc:vry taxation is on~rLurde!ling 
indnstrv. and, if it could be substantiall" 
reduce,! and some serious attempt made to 
economise and pass the benefit of the econo­
mies back to t.he taxpayers, it would be 
a distinct adYantage to the State. After 
nli, who is moro capable of finding 
a pror:table outlet for profits earned than 
the man who has been able to earn the 
JWOfits' Is he not better able to invest those 
nrofits to the a'h-antrtge of tho State than 
by pass]ng thmn over to a Government to 
11~C' in some socialistic 'vav? The rru1n \Yho 
ert rns n1oney in industry,· eycn if he earr:-s 
large profit:\ cannot wear more than one suit 
of clothes at a time nor d1·ive in more than 
one motor car. If he earns bip: money he 
lives up to a. certain scale and has to give 
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employment to a vast number of men to do 
,o, a:1d he cannot put his excess profits into 
a rusty _jam tin or empty pickle bottle and 
bury them. Ho has to put the money back 
into indnstrv. He is the man who has hecn 
through thov rnill in the earning of it, and 
be is best able to re-invest the money in 
mch a way as to give the best results to 
t'.te State in the matter of employment. 
1_\oat claH of rnan is entirely discouraged 
unCle the policy of the Government; he is 
real!.• being hunted from the State alto­
gether. I shudder at the pos.-ibilibes which 
ma~- happen during the next few years. 
lio\ arc we going Lo absorb our young 
pcoplP in employment without any industrial 
entc·rpriscs worth while in the State? Our 
younp: people cannot all go into the public 
~crY icL' or into businc~s. nor can they all 
go on the land. Unlp.;;s sonw Cll{'Ouragernent 
is s< I'Cn to people with enterprise and 
capital to come nlong and make it profitable 
and worth while to connnencc opc1·ations in 
thio ~late, wo shall be at a dead end. 

The othcl' day the TreasLll'er answered a 
qw',,tion "·hich I asked in order to ascer, 
,rain what taxation conce•sions had been 
granted by the present Government to thG 
wooi industry sir cc ht .J nl~-. 1932. The hon. 
g·enrlE>lnan gaYc a reply, which I do not rn·o 
po'"c to di~cuss uow; bnt instead of conces 
eions being granted to the industry, it 
·.,t'CH1f' to 1110 that there have been nothinb 
Phl' but taxation and kicks given to it 
s,llcc J u!y, 1932. If the woolgi·ower could 
lt~~ve been asked the sa1nc question, this 
" probably the answer he would haYo 
£Iin2'n. 

!l) An increase in railway freights from 
1st July, 1932, by the wiping ont of 
the follo',', ing reductions granted by 
the Tvioore GoYornmont on 1st May, 
1932 :~ 

\Yool aud cattle, 5 per cent. 
Shc<'p~ 

20G miles and under, 2~ per cent. 
201 to 500 mile·. 5 per cent. 
501 miles and o\·cr, 7!; 11cr cent. 

'2) An increase in raihvay pa:-,scngcr 
fares of 10 JWl: cent. b>~ tho wi}Jii:'g 
out reductions gl'antod bv tho :\Toorc 
GoYcrnrnent--..Yhilst sinl11ar reduc­
tions giYon b,v the :V:Ioorc Govern­
men \\"ere reta-ined in the n1ctropoli­
tan area. 

'3) Increased th · live stock rate by 5 
per cent. 

I~) Rcirnposcd super land tax. 
'5} Increased incon1e taxation. 
'6) In1posed super 

gro·," er:; an cl 
J\Iniu Hoads trust 
e-olida icd reVPllUe. 

:8 tax on wool­
by tra11;.;fcrring 
funds to con-

(7) Incrc taxation on heavv vehicles 
in wool traffic. " 

'8) Increaser! unemployment relief taxa­
tiou. 

(~.·, BrtJndin~r fct~s increased. 
lO) Reimposed all a wards in pastoral 

iuclnstr~-, cnn::-ing l1eayy increase of 
cost to woolgrowe1, 

11) Introdnction of ~: hoLn we-ek to 
secondary and the public 
service must taxation and 
costs of e~scntlal r(\quircments of 
v-;·oolgrowers. 

It will be observed that really a burden 
of taxation has been placed on the \\OO! 

inclnstry instead of conce;;:slons being giYen, 
as the Treasurer wonld cndoa·.-our to lead 
the country to believe by tlw lengthy reply 
he gave to a question on the subject the 
other day. The wool industry has been 
the one great industry in Australia which 
has helped us to maintain our high standard 
of living so long, and it is rather extra­
mdinary that the Treasurer should claim 
credit for the advantages which were given 
to this industrv in 1927 when it was in a 
more or loss prosperous condition. \Vhat 
\YO at prtsPnt \\-ant to know is, what con­
ces~.ions have the Government granted to 
the wool industry since it became depressed? 
Ko concc"sions have been granted, but only 
taxation of thP hewie,;t possible kind as I 
have indicated has been placed on the 
indnstry. 

iVlr. FoLEY: You know that is not correct. 

Mr. MAHER: I ha Ye just shown that it is 
correct. Every concession given to the vvool 
industry was given by the J'IIoore Govern­
ment; the present Co.-ernment have only 
imposed additional burdens and taxation on 
the industry. 

Mr. Lc\RCOJ\IBE (llocklwrnzrton) [3.30 
p.m.J: 'Tlw opecches of hon. members oppo­
site haYe been one long dirge, one bitter 
con1plaint, a rnotunful rnclane:hol.ic song. AH 
their art ha;; been expended, their irnug-ina­
tion dra>Yn upon to develop some petty little 
point to use against the GoYcrnincnt-uo 
apprc('iation of the difficulties involYccl, not 
lhe slightc~t attcllljlt at co-operation or assist­
ance~only complaint at the \York of the 
Governrnent, e~perially as to thPir flnanc·:al 
rccorcl. It has been shown that thr Jll'eeent 
Aclminist ration reduced the deficit bv 
£500,000; .'et hon. members opposite, instcaZ! 
of exlHLssing appre\_'iation of that fact, 
con1plain because the reduction \vas not 
greater. They do not realise lhe difticultics 
involved or the reasons for iho dcficienc~,' 
vvhich existed last year and will continue 
during the present year. 

Hon. nwrnbers opposite seem to have deve­
loped a fear complex. 'They complain about 
tho public rlebt, they criticise the borrowing 
policy of the present GoYcrnment. they 
grnn1blo at incrt':1sed taxation; the:v say they 
arc afraid of the poc ible evil results of this 
tccnlf~ndous burden. lt rernind~ 11H" of a 
lP~ture which was given at the Queensland 
l~'niYcrsity son1o years ago by Profos:-:or 
Seymour, in which he dealt with the psycho­
logy of fear, and pointed out most effectively 
that people had died from lhe fear of ta'>'a­
tion that 11e\Tcr n1atc>ria1i::.;cd, fro111 the fear 
o(' Corn1nnnisrr1 that never carne, from the 
fc"r of disease that never manifected it·sclf. 
So hon. members opposite are affected with 
a. fear cotnplex, the fear of pos:-,ibilibC', 
rhat will ncyer be realised. They work 
themselves into a grrat state of politit al 
h: steria. 

The Opposition ha Ye complained of the difti­
cnltics in \vhich the State finds it<,:lf. Nevc•r 
for ono rr1on1cnt doe~ it strih:o thcrn~so 
strange is their psycholog~'-tlutt they are 
responsible for the very position of which 
they con1plain. Their three yPars of bungling 
and blnuderiug, of mjsnutnagenlcnt ancl defla­
tion~this is responsible for the Jitliculties in 
which the State finds itself. Thcv l'<'minrl me 
of a 1notor hog \Yho knocks down· a pedestrian 
and then abuecs tho doctor who cannot bring 

},fr. Larcombe.] 
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about a miraculous rurc and restore the 
patient to health in f1 few weeks. Hon. mem­
bers opposite arc J•oliticd and financial motor 
hogs; they have brought QlH'~n~laud to 1hn 
poillt of econorni-c and !ii~anctal d~~ath, and 
now thcv are cornp1aunng i':itup1dl.v and 
blindlv b~causc the prnditiol1crs on this side 
of the. CharnbPr canuot effect a nutgical cure. 
The oYils done to Queenslall(l by hon. mem­
bers oprlo:::lite will la:'t in this State. unfor­
tunatclv for JlJanv vears. The present 
Administration haY·~ clone noble work in 
n ,taring the patient, QL!ecnsland, to a better 
stale of health. A cornplotc recover,y cannot 
be expected inuncdiatcly, nor in bvelvo 
months, or even three years. 

An 0PPOSITIOX l'.lnmEH: \Yill the pre,cnt 
Adrninisiration cvPr do it'? 

Mr. LARCOl\IBB: Thev will do it within 
a reasonable time. \Yhat, arc the diflicultios 
that confronted Queensland: Fir,t there \\US 

the seasonal factor-- -the lll'cscnt Governm<'nt 
were confronted with an unfortunately bad 
season. In the second place the State was 
engulfed in the \vorld. wide cco~lOinic criei2, 
the result of centuries of anti-Labour rule 
which has brought the world to a state of 
disaster and collap~c, ancl unfortunate:y 
prices have continued to fall for the past 
three years. That is a point that cannot be 
disputed. Difliculty munbee thl'(ee is the 
attitude of the Ff'cleml GO\·omrnent in 
attacking our priinary and secondary indus­
tries, their antipathy, unreasoning und 
unreasonable, to Queensland industries. 

l-Ion. 1ncmbcrs oppo~itc, in thcie hypocrisy, 
crit~ciso the present Govcnunellt for our 
difEcultics. Let them look to their O\Yll 

party in thc Federal Parliament which has 
robbed the sugar j!ldn,~:ry, tho banaua, indus­
try, the pineapple industry, the tobacco 
industry, and the Yarious other industries to 
which \\'e look in Queensland to enable us to 
en1crge frorn our economic and industrial 
difficulties. Hon. members opposite place the 
b:inrl eye to the telescope and aro not pre­
pared to '"" fL!Hl admit the real cause, of the 
diflicultics that confront us. 

The hon. member for W e~t Moreton drew 
upon his imagination in his attack upon 
previous Labour Governments in regard to 
secondary industries. He stated that Labour 
Governments and their taxation policy had 
)Jeen responsible for throwing secondary 
industri<"'' out of action in Queensland; but 
if lw onl,v consulted the Parliamentary 
Librarv ho \\'ould find th>tt between 1915 and 
1929 the output of factories in Queensland 
under Labour Governments increased by 
£22,000,000. He would also find that there 
had been an increase in the number of fac­
tories and an increase of some thousands in 
the number of factory employees in this 
State. If the hon. member wants a non­
nuty political opinion as to the difficulties 
confronting_ secondary industries in Queens­
land, let h1m read from the newspapers the 
opinion expressed by ]\,'[r, King, chairman of 
! l1o Clmmbcr of Manufactures in this State, 
who stated that the action of the Federal 
GoYcrnrnent was causing great alarm and 
gThit misgiving. He referred to the manu­
factum ?f earthenware and crude oil engines, 
and pomtcd to the decreased employment 
and to the 0mbarrassment of those and other 
secondary industries at the hands of the 
L,·ons Government. Hon. members opposite 
co:nplain that Labour Governments with 
tl.eir taxation policy and restrictive Icgi·la­
t :on. arc responsible for the embarrassment 

r Hr. Larcombc. 

o£ secondary industries in this State, whereas 
it is d"e to the short-sighted and hostilE 
policv of the Lyons Government. The hon. 
member for \V <cst l\Iorcton would bo wise if 
he were to study the decline in secondary 
industries during three years under the 
:\foorc Government in Queensland. He 
would find that there had been a decroaB3 
of more than £10,000,000 in output, a dccroam 
jn the nun1brr of factories, and a decrea~e in 
the number of employees. How can hon. 
members opposite complain about the policy 
of tho present Government in face of their 
own record ? It follows them like an evil 
·hadow, and it destroys the value :Jf their 
criticisms of the pre·,ent Governme~t. One 
would expect in a critic some of th? virtues 
v.-hich he proclaims-some of the initiative, 
J·esources, originality, and invention which 
he asserts are necessary to enable statesmen 
t0 assist the State to emerge from its -diffi. 
culties; but we find none of these qualities. 
\\' e find no spark of genius and no flashes 
of super-intelligence coming from the other 
side of the Chamber. 

rraxation is an eternal problen1. It is 
ono of great importance, and the ideal pro­
claJmcd b,, hon. mcmb<'l'' opposite of lighter 
taxation is one of which we all approve in 
a general way; but no honest member would 
,ay that that ideal could be achieved under 
prcsent~day circun1stanccs in this or in any 
oihC'r countrv. Did not the "Courier" 
rcmiud hon. 'members opposite last session 
that whether the Government were controlled 
by the present Premier or by the Leader of 
the Opposition taxation could not be reduced. 

Mr. SrZER: It does not know everything. 
:\lr. MooRE: That does not prove any­

thing. 

Mr. LARCOMBE : The " Comicr " is an 
anti-Labour paper. and it \Yould be verv 
pleased, if it rould, to state that tu'\~atio~:t 
could and should bo reduced in this State. 
But that journal realises the circumstances. 
and admits that taxation could uot be 
reduced, no 1natter Vo'hat party was in po\vC'r. 

.\t 3.42 v.m., 
The CHA!R}IAX resumed the chair. 

l\Ir. LARCOMBE" What is the use d 
hon. n1c1n lH:rs opposite pn'aching !owce­
taxation \Yhen they haYe such all <lllpalling­
record of high taxation? They prorni, eel 
on the hustings to in1po'"c lower taxation 
and failed to ohwrvc that pro~ni'c. Th(•\' 
inerlased taxafon dnri11g 1h:_·ir tE'r:11 ci 
oflice bY £2.700.000. The bon. membt•r fo:· 
Ox1cy by \vay 0£ interjPd1on s:t id that \Ya~ 
unen1ploynwnt rcbef tax. That tax \V _t:.; 

only port.lon of this amount. The I\Ioon: 
Govenur:cnt huposcd llC\V taxc::: undtT "\\l1ich 
thousa.nds of nc\v taxpayers were ropPJ in. 
They reduced the income tax cxPrnption, unci 
yet preach i he virtueB of lower taxation ! I 
do not. say that there was not sonw ju~tific v 

tion for some of the increased taxation lC\·ir cl 
bv hon. m em bnrs opposite, hut they sho11ld 
ha,-0 the po~itica.l dc~ccnc·y to rc>.~train d:eir 
very unfair C'l'it ici;.;rr1 of the prc~ent Govcrn­
n1ent in rcgflrd to taxation bccau·~n of thl·ir 
own record in that n'"'P('Ct during the three 
years they orcupied the Trcasur,y Lc_'nches. 

Mr. ;.;-BDIO: Did J:ot they cbolicb ihc 
super land tax? 

}fr. LARCO:\TTIE: Of come llw:· die!. 
but that onlv shows t!H,ir class ia;_:uion. 
Thf:v reduced the prirnary rxt~IGlJtion ou tu~, 
able; incorncs, wh:ch, under LalJOur, wa 
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£250 to £100 in the c se of single men and 
£150 in the C·-\Sf' of tn<tlTird nrc11, and at 
the saruc tinH~ relicycd the YVt'altll·~· intl'r,_-~,ts 
Df ih!? Hll1r~r land tnx:. Tbat p1:inciplc of 
taxaLion ls rrlso excrnplified by tbeir ow_n 
Federal P~uty. The Lyons GoYernrnent 1~ 
reducing taxfttion on tlH; \Yoalthy c l3:nd 
O'iYilC'l's, and at the sarnc tnne arc re.~_ us ng 
to n·alisc the position of the pom unfor. 
Luuate pioneers of the couutry. They con­
,,idf'r 17s. 6cl. per \YCC'k too niuch for tlw~e 
who hL.Lzcd ihe track in Australia. and \\ho 
bme the heat and bnrdcn of the. <lay. At 
the :-::une tirn0 relief taxation can be giYHn 
L:- t hcn1 to those in receipt of cnorrnous 
lllCOl1lr.~. 

1Ir. SJZEH: It was 1Ir. Scullin \YhO 

reduced the pensions. 
:\h. LARCOJ\lHE: lion. nH'mlwr- oppo­

<1P Cll'P shifting their ground 110\\'. \Yp arc 
nor discu~sing Racial sprvices, but taxation. 

\Yill discuss socia1 f'ervice '"Then \Ye discuss 
Yoto of the Home Secretary's Department 

<lll the Estima tcs. 
Tile Opposition speak of the heaYy taxa· 

tion imposed by the prcyiou,; Labour 
Administration. They complain, too, about 
the ta'Cation of the present Administl'ation, 
and nrgue that it places a crushing and 
im olcra ble burden on industry. I agree 
1 lmt "e should keep before us as an ideal as 
light a taxation as )10ssible on industry, bnt 
that argument <an be overdra.wn. Their state­
lnents cannot be supported by facts. vVhen 
Labour was in office previously taxation \Vas 
increased very substantially, but yet 
£730,000.000 \YOrth of wealth was produced 
under that Administration. i-\ record incorue 
\Yas shown by tho pe-ople of Qnecnslancl 
·during that time. and oYer £200,000,000 
worth of products \Yel'C exported. Our 
"-:avinp;f' bank deposits increased by 
£12.000.000. All tl!ie yyas ctc• ·om]Jlis]wrl 
,;rlr hy ,iciu with lho ta·<ation ]lOlicy oi the 
Labont· GoYcrnrnent. Tbat shovvs it is 
nb..:..un:l and ricliculon:-:: to :ll'gno t}lflt incrcasPd 
taxation in itself rncnns (lcprc:-sing indu:-itry 
and increasing the burdens of the State. 

lion. lnPrnbors opposite follow their argu­
nlent~ "-ith the statcn1ent that Jncrcased 
taxation rr1cans incrca sed uncrnplo:·pnern. In 
1914. -v, hen Labour can1c into pO\YCr and whE:n 
trrxation was low, 17.7 per cent.. of the 
unioui~ts in Queensland \VCl'{' unernplo:vcd. 
After fourteen years of Labour (ion_'rnrncnt. 
chainsr which tirno taxation \Yas incrca~Pd 
sub~t~Tibally, this rvrecllhtgP of urH'Dlllloy­
mcnt was reduced to 7.6 per cent. \Yhat i~ 
the ll''e of hon. ITH'n1bers arg·n~ng- broacH;.· 
anc1 generally that increased taxation in 
itself ntcnns decre·tsrd rn1ployrncut and 
'l:lc~1H'csserl industriPs? 

2\lr. Rrs;o;ELL: You had £4,0~0,000 loetn 
money pvery ~·co.r to ::;pend. 

-;\lr. LARC0:\1BE : In the matter of bor­
ro,ving, Lahour Governments in Queensland 
from 1915 to 1919 had the lowest record of 
nnv of the mainland States. The facts and 
figure' are contained in the documentary 
cYiclcnce available. 

Again, hon. mmnbers opposite vvho cotn­
~Jlain about increasing; the debt of the State 
anrl of the nation -have be0n responsible 
Jar ~eh· for that increase. In 1914 the public 
cklot of the Commonwealth Government was 
£20.000.000. Now it is approximately 
£500,000,000. Labour Governments did not 
increase the deht. of the Commonwealth to 
i hat amount. The increase was brought 
a bont by a party of the :oame political 

aiTiliation as hon. n1crnbcrs opposite. That 
i: creasccl expenditure ,,,·ns largely incurrt:-"·d 
in respect of war and post-w11r difficulties. 
The GoYernment in the Federal sphere of 
thP party opposite ha,-c to take their share 
d that enormo\ls increase, which would have 
been grca ter had they been successful in 
tl10.n~ conscription carnpaign. I-Iad that carn­
vugn ?oen succecsful the public debt of 
Austraha would have been double what it 
I· at tho present time. 

The hon. members opposite, who are 
always. complaining about public debt 
I~crc'asing expenditure, and increasing taxa~ 
hon, a re those who rnako no real sacrifice 
at all. They a:e neYer short of a good 
meal, a good suit of clothes, or a splendid 
motor car. They enjoy all the adyantages 
that the .State and the nation can give. yet 
the;: whme and complain about tax~tion 
It IS n?t the man on the small income wh~ 
complams, but hon. members opposite who 
never feel the eficct of taxation, which is 
just a bt:gbcar With them, a figment of the 
Imagmatwn, some fear they have conjured 
np, and wlnch has produced a state of 
:,nental I!Istab.llJt.:·. The e·cils which the-. 
•car are mwgmary rather than real. There 
B a ~rcat deaf of unfair criticisrn-and 

-'·pornsy, too-:-m the complaints of hon. 
nJembcers OIJJlOSite. 'I'hoy complain about the 
~~resc~1t Go,~ernmcut increasing taxation; yet 
! ~;ey Jncrease? taxation to record dhnensions. 
l ,wy complam about deficits; yet thev had 
unpa t:alleled deficits during the period they 
were• 1n ll01.\'er. \\Tlnlst C"ornplainino· about un­
t'nl~JJoyrncnt not bring dealt with lrv t.ho 
St:'nt GoYcrnment, thev had their · 
able ~·ecord, unt~rnpl?:'JllPnt ~1aving 
rl~:, 2CO per c~~nt. idll]~t they were in Power. 
l hLey c;nnplam that secondary inclustries are 
no,, bcmg p rote~tod ; yet they were respon­
slblo for sta.gnatwf,l and retrogression in the 
"'conda ry mdustries of Queensland while 
i hey wero m power. They complain about 
the handwap of primary industries· yet 
I h;·y give supp.ort to a party in the F~deral 
')"1ere . that Is .to·day handicapping and 
t!Pstroymg the pnmary industries of Queens­
land I~l a way that earned the condemnation 
J.nd ;~r;ai:proval_ o!, the Brisbane "Courier," 
~he 1 lad:-- Mall, the Ch- mber of :Yianu­
lflCture:", tlu~ rnanagPr of I\I_f'SSJ'.-<. Thorna 
Bl'O\Yll and Co,, Ltcl .. :\Ir. C. L. Harclcn. 
o1nd oth0r bu."-111('.~-::: and 1ndu<.;;trial 1· r~ 'IL'r. cf 
lhe State. · - -~c. ' ' 

Having those facts in 1nind, I arn sati~­
fied that the dirge. and complaint - tha:. 
hon. member' opposite haye rmittccl th1s 
ctft_ernoon wtli b~ar no \Ytight \Yith the 
ta'Cpayers and With the citizens gerwralh· 
~f c;!ucensland. !he pco]lle of this Slat~' 
J,calJso the . ~Tavn:v and difficulty of th..: 
pr~s?nt positron~. not on]y in this State 
ln1c m all States of the Commonwealth and' 
I;lLleed, throughout the world. Thev ~ealie~ 
1nat an . hon:st, capable, and consCientious 
attempt IS bemg made by the present Govern· 
H~<'nt to meet the diflicultie3 that have arisen 
:tnd. arc ansmg from day to day. Th 
r;'ahse .that .m regard to finance the prese~1·~ 
-,-rlnllmstratJ?n haye a better record than 
t.''i'~ of thmr predecessors. The qu 2 stion 
. ,nch hon. members opposite have to discuss 
" not wheth~r. the financial record of the 
prc:-~ont. Adn1JDBtra tion if' pPrft'('i-. J .ut h( \­
r:mch. r:wre .creditable it is than that of the 
. ·dtmmstratwn of which they were mem· 
bcrs. We have to apply a relative stan. 
dard-not an absolute standard-and if we 

Mr. Larcombc,] 
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apply the relative standard our judgment 
will be quickly made am! soundly arrived <tc 
in favour of Labour Govcnnncnt. 

:VIr. MAHER (lVest Moreton) r3.49 p.m.]: 
I was under the impression that 1 had 
exhausted my time. I would like to ask 
the hon. member for Rockhampton how he 
would like to own a property in Queen 
street, Brisbane, in which he had very few 
tenants and upon which he had to pay a 
municipal rating which is excessively high, 
a!ld on top of that have to pay land tax and 
super land tax, quite irrespective of the 
het that his income was practically nothing. 

That is the position of many property· 
owners in BTisbanL' and throughout the 
State io·day who havo to pay the land tax 
and the super land tax, and have no 
Jnconlo to •11eet this taxation. Therefore. it 
is a di.fnct tax on capital. If the pre3ent 
c:onditions continue sufficiently long, it will 
be easy to see that the land tax and super 
land tax will really dispnASC'SS a rnan of b i~ 
actual property, It is all very well for the 
hon. member for Rockhampton to talk <Ibot•·c 
wealthy landowncre, but there arc' hundred' 
of dairy farmcr5 in n1y elt•ctorato \vho an• 
earning le~;:; per n1onth than rnany relici 
workers ln Brisbane arc gctfllg. J\lT. 
MaLony, one of the dclc.gatcs at the 
Producers' ConfPrcncc in Brisbar:e, recently 
said that 1nany dairy farmero are starving, 
and that is borne out by the fact that 
many of them arc in receipt of rations. 
Those farmers, who are earning less than 
relie.f \vorkers, arc working long hours 
and pooling the labour of their wives and 
farniLes to get that result. Again, I know 
n1arJ.y selectors vvho have had motor cars, 
as the hon. member for Rockhampton sug· 
gests, but haYe not been able to use them 
for the past two or three years because their 
oYerdrafts were so heavy that the banks 
could not sec their way to provide the 
amounts >\herewith to provide petrol lo uoc 
the motor can, and the cars have had to be 
deregisterccl and put into the garage. The 
people who have produced the wealth of 
the State-the hon. member for Rockhampton 
refprrod to them as wealthy landowners­
are passing through conditions unexampled 
in the history of the State. In my oxperi· 
cncc there are very few wealthv landowllcl·s 
in the State. They ma}· hi;Yc acquired 
we:llth in past days, but any money they 
haYc had has probably been reirJYested ;n 
EOlllC line of inclustrv. nnd industn· i:-; in 
such a distressful condition tha.t thev are 
not getting much return for their invest· 
rnent. The hon. member for Rockhampton 
is thcreJorc proceeding on an eHtin:'ly '"rang 
basis when he alleges that we are S]Waking 
in H1e intcn'sts of the wealthv landowners. 
The incomr> tax reports will ~ho,c that the 
landholders as a whole ara not contributing 
,·ery substantially to tho income taxation 
c,f the State to,day. I thought I would like 
to make that point clear to the hon. 
memb0r for Rockhompton in m·dr'r that h·' 
rrw.y have some understanding of the great 
problems which confront the men who are 
rcall)' thp backbone of the country ancl 
indnstry gcnf'ral1y and upon whom eycry 
one of us exist to·day. 

Mr. FOLEY (Xormanby) [3.58 p.m.]: I 
wish to contribute a few remarks to the 
discns~ion, in view of the one¥eved view 
which is taken bv most of the hon. 
members opposite "in speaking to the 

[ Jh. Larcombe. 

motion. The whole trend of the discussion 
seems to haYe centred round the assumption 
that the Go\'ernment are depending too 
rr1u~h on a borro,ving policy-the hon~ 
member for Fassifern said that the policy oi 
the Governrncnt \Vas in the directiou rjf 
increasing our national debt. On the otlwt 
hand reference has been made to the deplor. 
able state and cone! it ions of the unemployec. 
fl_1ben again, "\VC haYC had the taxation que~­
tion raised by practically ewry srwaker in 
this debate. 

·while on tho question of taxation Ycr:­
fcw hon. members opposite made any refey­
cncc to the sacriGce" that arc b, ing rnade Jn 
Queensland by the gre,lt army of work0rs 
and ·working farrncrs who previously wen~ 
not taxed under tho Labour Administration. 
In ordinary times that great army oi 
workers nurnbering 30 000 who arc nO\\" 

embrac~d in our incom~ ta'x la.ws, paid no• 
incorno tax at all, becau~e it 1-vas rccogni-cd 
that unless they earned an illcorne over et 
certain figure no taxaLon would be lclYiccl 
upon them. It was left to the Moor& 
Government so to spread that taxation as 
to embrace 30,000 work0rs and working 
farmers who prcviou~ly did r:ot. coutributn 
anv incorne taxatio11. There wa"l not one 
wo~rd said about the sacrifice;.; hcln.~ LonH; 
by that ann::· of people towards the' rcsnsci, 
tation of better condition~ in (~ncen;..larHL 
Strictly speaking they 'honld not pa) ta•;ct, 
t:on. The grcnt arn1y of ·workers are on 
w!Jat is termed the basie age. Arbitra. 
tion courts sa v that a certain atnount is 
necessary to eirable .a rnan to su~taill hiru~ 
self, his wife, and family in a reasonable 
e,tandard of comfort; yet as a result of the 
financial po,ition which prevail; after three 
vears of the Moorc GoYerr,ment we are com, 
)Jelled to continue the system of taxation 
which they imposed on thflt great army. 
numbering just on 30,000 pel\'ons, who pro' 
viously did not contribute taxat:on to the: 
State Treasury. 

On the other hand, I would reply to ths 
moan of hon. members opposite about the· 
burden of taxation on industry by remind­
ing them that industry does not pay taxa­
tion until it earns income. That is an 
important point they seem to have over­
looked, in stretching their imaginations to, 
find matter for charges agamst the Govern­
ment. 

The armv of the unemployed arc thrown 
on to the Government because of the inability 
of private industry to use them, and we 
cannot permit them to be reduced to .a 
standard of living equivalent to the coolw 
standard overseas. If the Government are 
to keep the affairs of the State going with 
a reduced revenue thev must mther mcrease 
taxation or raise !~an funds to provide them 
with a reasonable standard of food, clothing, 
and she! ter. The least that hon. members 
opposite can do is to put forward some 
alternative. I have nc\·cr heard the hon. 
lllt:'Jnbr~l' for Fas~ifern spcuk in this Clw1nber 
unless he dealt with the evils of borrowing. 
The evils of borrowing seem to be his main 
policy, yet I have never hoard him suggest 
an alternative that could be adopted bv 
this or any other GoYornmont, whereby this 
army of workless people could be put lo 
remuncratiYe and reprodnctiYe employment. 
I cannot see how any Government can carry 
on and provide some' measure of employment 
or relief for the workless, except by a 
method of increasing taxation and rai,ing 
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loan funds. The Treasurer has referred to 
what is being done in America. There the 
Govcrnrnent are working along lines practi­
cally similar to those adopted by our Labour 
Government. \Ve arguo that some method 
must bo adopted in the form of raising loan 
funds and revenue by taxation to make up 
for the deficiency in trade revenue generally 
What other method can be adopted? lf 
trade generally is on the decline, it will 
decline further unless some spending power 
can be created to revitalise it. It is this 
that we arc doing. The Americans are doing 
it. They have a huge public works policy, 
combined with the reorganisation of indus­
try, realising that it is the only method 
that can be adopted of creating spending 
power in the community. giving work to the 
workless and enabling them and all other 
consumers to spend their \vagos in the neces­
F.arios of life, and as a result bring about 
a measure of prosperity. They realise that 
there is no alternative, and I challenge 
them to submit one. The only alternative 
that could be adopted and will probably 
have to be adopted in the not very distant 
future is so to organise industry that each 
individual will be assured of an income. 
Industry will then be conducted on the basis 
of income and not on the basis of profit as 
it is to-day. Hon. members opposite can 
call it what they like-Communism, Bol­
shevisn1) or any other 'istn. If private 
enterprise declines to such a position that 
we have three times the number of workless 
people that we have to-day, hon. members 
opposite themselves will probably clamour 
for some form of control of industry. Such 
a position might yet arise. The countries 
of the world arc endeavouring to solve !lJC 

difficulty presented by a glut of wheat. In 
America the farmers are being told to 
plough in half their cotton crops, and cofJ'ee 
is being burnt in Brazil because there is no 
market available for it. The basic commct·­
clal prolltJCt5 are being produced in ever­
increasing quantitie.s. and with those facts 
staring- us in !he face th0re are no prospects 
of the pof'ition beiug iulproYcd for SOlllG 
time !o come. If hon. members oppO··ite 
do not wish to sec a complete control of 
industry by the community, then they will 
have to submit to increased taxation and 
incr0ased borrowing so that the arn1y of 
workless people might have some form of 
employment to give them the right to pro­
vide the necessaries of life to some extent. 

Mr. l\100RE (A uhionJI) [4.9 p.m.]: I do 
not intend to refer to the speech delivered 
by the hon. member for Rockhampton. his 
argument being- entirely absurd and fallaci­
ous and not worthy of a reply. To com­
pare the years following the \Yar when there 
was a trenH'ndous inflation and exna1:sion i11 
business activities with the YCH.l'8 fro'n 19.29. 
which marked the commcncf'nH'llt of dofla­
tion and ·which gr0w rapidly won•'"' tiL 
the ve~r 1932 when the sNionsncSJ of the 
position hccamr- maniff:';.:t is ridicuJous. r_rhe 
hon. rncrnbr-r for ~m·n1anbv has !"Hgge~ted 
that if private cntPrpr1sc "failed in~lustry 
would hnvo to be controlled by !he Govcrn­
rnent, but do~s ho think that industry 
could he a1l'7 more sucec sfu1l v conductP~l 
by a Goverr;ment? Could a ·Government 
carry on ,vithont Ios-; where an experienced 
man \Yith a proper cost i_ng system and an 
incentive to mrtke a proct had failed'? How 
does h" think that the Government will 
carry on withoc1t loss? Vi'c in Australia luwc 

built up a :-5tandard of living a1Jtl co:1liitioiLS 
through the lavish use of burro.•ecl money 
over a long period of years, a standard that 
the couHtry could not afford tu Inatnbun. 
\Ye were content to pass the eo ·t on to 
posterity .and io secure pn~;;;ent ca,.;;f:~ and 
present comfort at the cxpenoc of the future, 
when \VC did not produce sufficient to defray 
the cost. Instead of being prepared to 
rocogni:-.e the position hon. 1nernbPrs oppo­
site blame the; Federal Government and 
c•yerybody else for the me-,s for which we are 
chiefly n~::;ponsible ourselvc~. Tl1cy are 110\V 

eonte;lt to borro\v n1oro ntoney for sirnilar 
purpose::l and to rnakc tl·e l,0:3ition _tuol·~ 
and more difficult. The Trcasnrcr hnnoelf 
has spoken about the failure of private 
enterprise and of the poosibilit': of the State 
stepping in if private entr:rpri~(~ fai:s. Any 
Govern~nent can kill private enterprise if it 
imposes conditions that make it impossible 
to Darrv on. If an industrv cannot carry 
on because of the conditions" imposed by a 
Governmer.t, then it is perfectly obvious 
that that industry must fail. In the Too­
woomha "Chronicle " this morning there is 
a statement by Mr. L. A. Boyce, managing 
director of the Toowoomba Fo11ndry l'ro­
prietarv Limited as to how rt'strictiYe legis­
lation r,· driving his company out d Queens­
land. I quote this, not as an i:·mlatcd casP, 
but as an instance of how indn~tr.T is being 
driven out of Queensland. 

Mr. \V.ITERS: That is only one case. 

Mr. MOORE: It is not. I can quote at 
least a dozen instanccs. Mr. Boyce in his 
staternent, of which I will only quote a 
port Ion, says-

" Toowoomba suffer,; the added disad­
nwtage of being subject to Quecnsland 
industrial laws. Though the cost of living 
here is less, prescribed wag0<J arc con­
siderably more and conditions and 
restrictions more onerol!S than they are in 
Sydney or Melbourne. The Queensland 
court in its judgments ha" admitted that 
wag( :3 here are rnuch higher and hours 
shorter than similar work in other States. 

"In ~1aY, 1932, on our application. an 
a\Yard was granted which prescribed 
higher wages than those ruling anywhere 
else in Australia for similar work. but 
with reasonable conditions. vVe were not 
asking ev-en for equality, but were pre­
pared to carry on and give the highest 
st:wdard of living in Australia. This 
award. however. \Yas cancelled by the 
present Government, and since then the 
Arbitration Court has imposed some 
further increase~ in co;;t. 

" In association with other employers 
the firm has now approached the Federal 
Court and is awaiting the outcome of 
that application. \Ve wish to adviec all 
our cnstm11ers tbat "\vhatcvcr changf'.: we 
mav be forced to make in the location of 
our" factories. our distributing establish­
ments and sal0s and service organisation 
will be maintninoJ at full efficiency-." 

This statement only points out that the 
conditions itnpo:;ed in Queensland arc t30 

different to those in the other States. 

'The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY: 
They were com]1bining in a similar way 
during your regirne. 

Mr. MOORR: That was v.hy we altu10d 
the Industrial Col ciliation and Arbitration 
Act in order to "nable them aud oth rs 

lti r. ili oore.] 
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siruilarlv situated to cnrrv on. \Y~ r~~og­
ni>'ed that it was bdlc1· ·for men In loo­
womnba to bP 0mployPd n1aking article..; 
for our O\YJ1 people than to drive the finn out 
of Queensland to another State' to employ 
workers there to produce those m·l iclos. 

The SECRET.\HY FOR L\BOl'R .\:\D IKDt:STHY : 
The cornvany is ornploying the ~an1c nurnber 
of workers. 

Mr. :\iUORE: They are not. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR LABot·n .\:\D IKD\'STRY: 
lVIr. Boy(,~ say,3 so. 

Mr. MOORE: Mr. Boyce does not >ay so. 
If the hon. gentleman will read the article 
in the "Chronicle" he will sec that what I 
::.:a:v is correct. 

The SECRETARY FOH LABOl'R .\:\D lNDt:STHY: 
Ho told me that personally. 

Mr. MOOI~E : That is months ago. Si11co 
t.hcu the position has becon:c \YOl':-30 and 
\Yorsc. Tho couditiou;:; in iho uoighbonring 
StaiP:3 ar(, improving· 111nch industrially a.:1 
compared with this State. 

The TREAS1'REH: Tho Toowoomba Foundry 
Cmnpany alway\'3 rl'quirC'd preferential treat­
ment. At tlw direction of the court two 
Govennnent auditor~ exarui11ed their books 
and reported that it could afl'ord to pay the 
:-,an1c <nYard ratf a<; any other £lnn. 

Mr. :\lOO RE: I am not a bit concerned 
,,-ith the Toowoomba Foundry Company per­
sonally, but I urn concerned a,t the action 
of tho Govcrmncnt in preventing the court 
frmn taking into consideration the ecouornic 
( onditions of thP c:ouatrv and the industrv 
jn detern1ining the concl'itiolls in an indu;­
trv. The late Govcrnn1cnt conferred that 
p01Ye1~ ou ihc court., but \Ye found irnrno­
diat~ly the prci'cnt Goyernn1cnt \H rf' 
returne-d to f>O\~Tt~r thP. deliberately laid 
it down that the hours 111 industrv 
must be so much irrespective of what th:O 
court bcJ ioycs is nece~;-;;arv in 1,he interest-., of 
indu.try. and irrespecfiyp of the 'tncn 
f'mpioycd in il. That is one of tlw diHicul­
ties. \'\hat r1o \H' find in the tentative 
cstirnates supplied by the Trca~-lTl'r to the 
Loa,11 Council': The Ilon1c Sc,crctary <-'Sti­
matcs that t.h<' extra (;rnolumcn1'"' rOqnin•d 
CODE'(CJW.:'n1 on tlu~ application of the 44-11C)lll' 
\\cck to the poiice force at £35.000. \Ye 
haYc not heard wh"t the <•xtra co,t of ihnt 
l('gi~lation \Yi I] n1cnn to the GoYt'l'llllH'nt in 
n'::.;pc'ct of tlw Prnplo. res in the f:<aol'"· n~.v-
1urn::.. and raihY~tY.". ThP TrPa:-.urer hin1-clf 
has ~'nb nittccl a t~~ntq,tive Budgel to t1h' Loan 
Council proyicli11g for alL addii ioual deficit 
of £200.000. 

ThP THE.\Sl'HEH : Yon ha Ye increased 1he 
police figures by 100 per cent. 

:\Ir. li.IOOHE: The Home Secretary him-
'f'lf gave· tho figur~; at £35,000. · 

The IIO:"IIF SzcRETARY: 'J'hat is the total 
cost, but it is not the increased cost. You 
forget the cos1- '.d1cn you aboli~}lPd the 44-hour 
\Yeek. You didn't take the allown.nccs off. 

Mr. ~IOOl=lE: I arn not forgcUing anything 
of th-- sort. The IIorne Secretary \Ya;o;; a-..;kc:d 
a plain. ~in1ple qnr~t-ion as to tht~ extra co::-:.L 
of the 44-hour m·ok in the of the police 
and he an~\\'d'C~l it. He 11ow tr~-ing h~ 
get a\., ay h·orn lns O\Vn figures. The tentati,~e 
P~tin::ate;:; sub1nittod ~o the Lo,~n Council pro. 
v1dC'd for an ex~wnchinrc for the railway;:; of 
£230.000 in e'CCC ,_, cf la ·,t ,-car. The 'J'rea­
~urer slwkcs hi~ hl~ld. but ·that ~tail'It!l'nt js 
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contained m a statement from i'>Ielbourne 
appearing 111 the "T~1legra11h" of the 15th 
.June l<bt. That statement also slated that 
the rec~ipts would l;e £110,000 more, lcaY­
ing railway:-5 WOI'SP by £120,000. rfhe 
Treasurer mav still shake his head, but that 
information is contained in that article. 

The TRHS'CRER: \Ye ha Ye to make up a 
gooJ deal of the leeway in con~tructing 
rolling-~tock \Yhich yon neglected. 

.!\Ir. :MOORE: That statement may go 
down with some people, but the hon. gentle­
nlan is getting a \vay cutirely fron1 the prin­
ciple established by the Premiers' Plan Jl! 
1931. That principle had for ii ·< basic idea 
the re-esbtblishmeHt of the credit of Aus­
tralia. ~\nyonc v;onlcl think, listening to 
the hon. member for Hockhampton, that it 
\Yas the l\Iooro GovonurH~nL that Orought the 
adn:r e conditious about and not that the 
conditions •rere \Yorld-\Yide. As the hon. 
llH'lllber for Ho('khn.n111ton sald, \VC mu~t 
look at these tl1ings froru a relative stand~r(L 
and not fl·orn nn ab~ol uto ~taudard; bnt 
the hem. Jnernbcr onlv \1, ant~ to look at it 
from tlw rclativc' sta1;clard since lhe present 
GoYernnieJlt can1c into office, although it '~"a:-> 
looked at fron1 ,an a b!'ololute ~tarHlard when 
anv othPr (~oYcrnm('llt, v1.rcn! in control of 
tl1~ Trca~ur~, llC'llches. 

The Tm:\lHHEll: Yon did "·hat ~-ou ar:, 
cornplaining a.bout now. 

::\Ir. ::\!OORE: So. The hon. gentleman. 
prior to the labt electio11s, ncq;r achnitt(•(t 
the position \Yas clue to \rorlJ-wjc~c tOJl(!i­

tion:', but ;.;uggc~ted that the po 't1on \\as 
dne to th<' \Yilful deflation of the Momo 
GovC'l'llllleut. 

The TRE,\ST"RER: I sa~.' qu]te trul:T that YOLl 

agg:1·rrvated tho position. 

:\lr. ::\IOORE: The hon. gentleman !:~' 
taken ach-a.ntago of every opportunity tu 
take ihe benefit of the reductions that 1.n:re 
Inacle, cxc0pt in t1H: ca::;e of the 4._;.-bour 
\Ycok. Tht~ latter 1~ not done in a natjo;1al 
Lut in a ~cctio1wl inh'l'cst. I \\-ill read the 
question that was asked bJ- the hou. 
member for \\-est ;\lorclon-

(1) \Yl1at a!lo,,:ance is being made to 
members of the police force in lieu of the 
44-houJ' \YCck '! 

(2) \Yh at is the estimated annual cosl 
of such allo\YaiH'C? 

I neccl uot reall tho t.hird (1uc:;Lion. TlH: 
Howe Secretary replied-

(1) Un the basis of four hom·s r;er 
\reek at overtirr1c rates. 

(2! Approximately £35,000 per annm11. 

The I-Trn1E SECRETAUY: That is absolutely 
true. 

Mr. :\JOClllJi:: \Yhy did the Treasurer· say 
it was exaggc1·atcd lJy 100 per cent. !There 
is no occa;.;ion for the fion1o Sccrcta.r·y to 
point his f!ngcr at nw. ~ 

Tlw I-l u:1IE SECHET.IHY : If hon. me;,1bero 
have not tho clc'cPncv to a~h:: for ihe illforlna­
Lun1 tb('y cannot bian1o lnP. 

I\Ir. 1\HHIHE: V'"~e did <t:3k for it and \h' 
got it I quc;;;Lionl'Ll the of the 
l:oY' rJHilC'-J1 in :"'hort 
tint 

Treasurer \vent to C,)n­

to point out that natur­
no CoverllllH:nt could Sllcnd all the 
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money that was allocated for a year becanso 
there \Vas a •• carry over "-that works were 
started which hac! to be paid for later. 

The 'rREAS DRER : In one breath you say 
we spend too much ancl then in the next 
breath you say we don't spend enough. 

Mr. MOORE : I nm·er blamed the Govern­
ment for not spending enough. I said in 
my speech that the remedy proposed bv 
the Treasurer, when he \\as .appe_abng tO 
the country before the last electiOn, was 
to svend a larger amount of loan money and 
bring about a revitalisation of industry and 
reduction of taxation. l iricd to point out 
that the hon. gentleman was getting a way 
from the policy enunciated to the people­
that he had underspent to the exlent of 
£974,000. Then the hon. gentleman pointed 
out that thoro \Vcre works in progress and 
that there had to be a "carry-over." \Ye 
know that perfectly well, but what I \Yant 
to point out is the attitude that was adoped 
when members of the Government \\ere 111 

opposition and when we as a Government 
did not spend £500,000 under exactly snntlar 
conditions. Listen to what the Deputy 
Leader of the Government, who was then 
the financial adviser to the Opposition. had 
to say. At page 40 of " Hansard " for· 
1930 the present Secretary for Public Lando 
said-

"After listening most carefully to the 
:Minister's explanation of this measure, 
I haYe come to the conclus:on that the 
point he failed to make was why the 
Bill was brought in. Queensland 
should not introduce a Bill of this des­
cription. The workers and the busine,,s 
people should not bo taxed as is pro­
posed, particularly when it is realised 
that £500,000 of loan money which was 
appropriated by Parliament has not yet 
been expended. People may not be 
a ware of the fact thfLt the Budget mtro­
duced by the Treasurer and pa"ecl b.v 
Parliarnent last year ''"as i11 respect of 
an arnount of £3,355.000, which amount 
\Vas appro,-ed after elo~e exarnination of 
overv detail. The ,Minister in charge ol 
the ~rneasure no"\V under di"'- ~lssion and 
hi.s colleagues in ihe C~binet haYe 
betra,,ed Parliament hy short-spending 
£500,GJO of loan morwy that was 
approyod by Parliament. If that had 
not been done, there would not ha:ve been 
this unernplo;'ment position to cope with. 
(Gm·ornment dissent.) I a'k the people 
of Queensland to undor,tand this posi­
tion carefully-that, although Parlia­
ment approved of the expenditure, the 
Trcrr~urcr and the Govcrnn1cnt getwra11y 
betrayed their trmt in respect of the 
£!500,000 to which I have rcfcn-od. They 
short-spon t £543,541." 

I quote that to show the humbuy, ami 
by pocrisv of hon. members opposite. There 
al·o rnai1y other quotations that I could 
n1ake U::JE of. I au1 not objecting a bit, 
because I think the policy being adopted 
by the Go\·crnrncnt in ClH]eavouring to 
secure greater supplies of 1onn money is 
not going to get us out of our difficulties. 
Ono thing to do is to rnako it possible for 
private industrv to give employment-not 
to impose conditions that will driv" private 
indnstry out of Queensland into other 
States. If the Government thomcclvcs are 
unable to say what these conclitiom are, why 
not ask the people most vitally concerned, 
the people who are gi,·ing the employment, 

to say what conditions it is ncccssarv for 
then1 to haYo in onlL'r to expand ~their 
bu8ine~s ·~ Let iho (~overnruont then con­
sider the conditions put before ther11 as to 
"\Yhethcr it is adYisa blc to grant thc1n or not. 

l\lr. W. T. KING: What did you do in 
ti1at regard when you were in power? 

Mr. MOORE : I will mention one thing 
that was done. We made an amendment 
o' the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra­
tion Act, and that was referred to in the 
extract which I read out in connection with 
the Toowoomba Foundry Proprietary Ltd., 
which was able to carry on and pay tho 
highest wages in Australia. When the 
present Government came in they cancelled 
the legislation which we had passed. 

The SECRETAHY FOR LAnOrR AxD lxnl-STHY: 
That is not true. 

Mr. YIOORE: Is it not better to have a 
moderate rate of wage than none at all? It 
is no use talking about the high standard 
o: wages in Queensland when there is only 
a small section getting it. These bacd 
assertions get us no"\vhcrc. \Ye h.aYe to face 
the position as it is to-day. Is it not more 
advisable, if the Government do not know 
what to do, to got the advice of people who 
arc carrying on industry? 

The SECHETAHY FOR LABOUH ANn lKDUSTRY : 
What do you say the wages should be? 

Jih. i'viOORE: It is not for me to say 
what the wages should be. That is a matter 
that should be left to the Industrial Court, 
to which tribl!nal we loft the decision as to 
wlwthor the hours should be forty-four or 
forLy-oight per week. \Yo brought in legis­
lation to provide that the Industrial Court 
muot take into consideration the economic 
conditions of the State_ Is not that sensible? 
\Yould not any individual take into con­
sideration the ·economic conditions in his 
business when endeavouring to carry out 
what ho was going to do? He must do that 
or else go insolvent. But when the Govern­
ment interfere and mal<o it necessary that 
the Industrial Court must impose certain 
cc1nditions on all industries a serious con­
rlition arises, because we have to recognise 
that all indl!stries have not the same earn­
ing capacity. It is the same in regard to the 
~arning capacity of individuals. It is well 
tG keep our eyes open in the position we are 
in to-day and see where wo are going. It is 
necessary and wise to consider matters from 
a natiol1al point of view and not from a 
sectional angle in order to gain votes. \Vhat 
we individually may say will probably be 
forgotten in a day or two, and it will not 
matter much; but what the Government do 
to-day may ha Ye a lasting effect not only 
upon ourselves, but upon our State, and we 
should seriously consider matters and see 
whether the position is gradually getting 
worse. If we find that owing to the opera­
ti<m of the la\\'S we have put into practice 
t !1c position is getting worse, should \Ye not 
I ry to see whether we can remedy the posi­
tion; and if we find-as we do-instances of 
rncn losing their jobs, is it not time instead 
of ignoring the fact to find out the reason 
for it? 

A GOVERx~IENT MEolBER: That is what you 
did not practise. 

J\lr. MOORE: We practised it as far as 
we possibly could. To come into the House 
and deliberately get away from the plan 
\Yhich restored the credit of Australia which 

Jll r. ill oori.] 
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was designed to moot world conditions and 
the fall in pricco, to mtroduco the ~4-hour 
week in this country~-the cost of wh1ch we 
do not know~at a tirne '\\hen we are dclibcr­
.ately budgeting for an iucrcased deficit and 
haYe to honour our obligation__; entc:rell into 
with the bondholdcr·3-to do the~c things is 
wrong. The Govcrr:n1cnt nuty sny that vcr­
haps 'Se arc not going to pay the cxtnL 
interest until next vc ~r or the vcar after; 
but it has to be pa.id, and the burden will 
fall OH the producers who to-da:· arc carry­
ing the hu~~o cost of unproductive dc1t on 
their shouldt rs 

The TREASURER: ·what about your deficits 
of £300,000 or £400,000? 

Mr. MOORE: The Treasurer started very 
wc·li in regard to deficits and increased taxa­
tion. Ho put on that increased taxation of 
£775,000, and took tax>Ltion paid by motor­
ists for a specific purpose, thus singling out 
one claH o£ the community because they had 
a certain type of conveyance, and had paid 
taxation for the specific purpose of the 
upkeep of roads in the community. He 
darted off far better than we did. 

2\lr. W. T. KI:;;G: You increased taxation 
\\bile you wNe in power. 

:\Ir. MOORE: I agree that we did so. 
The hon. member knows that we had to 
face an economic blizzard of the very worst 
kind ,-.lv'n incmne~ and prices \vere falling 
eycry \Yoek. lt is no use ignoring tltoso 
thing·s and louki11g at our po;;ition from 
ih,, point of viow the hon. member for 
Roekharnpton iook up, and cmnparing thcrn 
with what existed when v;-e had boom 
vrices after tho \\ ar and everything \vas 
extraordinarily high. What we have to 
1..;0 is to cornparc our position with that 
of other States and sec how Queensland 
got on. In exactly the same vvay the present 
position of Queensland should be compared 
with the present position of the other States. 
It mo,y be very useful propaganda to say 
that vrben we look oflice unemployment was 
11.7 per cent., according to the Federal 
stati~tician, and that \vhen we ·went out it 
was 19.1 per cent., but Y:hl'n t~o figures 
are compared with what bapponG3 in th" 
other StaJcs it is 110tbing. lt is the corn~ 
parison of one State with the other at a 
given time tktt matters. lt is all very vvell 
to ·say thnt \'VO cut dovyn wages. \Vo did, 
but lion. members know that eYery other 
GoYenuuent in Australia did likewise. r_rhe 
Government that cut down wag8c rnost ·wore 
the F cdcrul Government. under '\Ir. Scull in. 
It was natural, inevitable. If I were in 
the same position again I would do the samo 
thing again, in the interests of tho com­
Jnnuity a,nd .. Australia at large. (I-1car, 
hear:) One has ouly to look at tho ,_-, av in 
which .Australia's Credit v;·as going d(nvn 
dav after day and week aftei· week. and 
then to look V n t ,.,l1at has happened since, 
to under ·tan cl the valu0 of what was done. 
Our credit 1m3 gradually crept up. If the 
present Premier had been in offwc then he 
would have done the same thing as I did, 
not because he liked it but because he would 
have been fm'ccd to recognise that in the 
interests of Australia it was necessarv. We 
had got into such a difficult position that 
actio!l could not be dclaved. Mr. Scullin 
said that if that action v~cre not taken in 
two 1nonths hn \Yon1d not lw al/C' io p;~y 12 .... 
in the £1. He did not do it because he 
liked it, nor did anybody else . 

. JJloorc. 

I repeat that until we r0ach the position 
in Queensland where our expenditure and 
our l'CYCllUC br:co1ne b Janced, not by cxcc.-;­
siYo tfLxation, but by profitable industry, vv-e 
have no right to give concc:::sioas to any sec­
tion of the con1n1unity at the cxpens0 uf oth<'r 
sections, and to do it by Act of Purlia1ucr:t 
instead of throug-h the Imlustrial Court ts 
indr'fellsil)le, for thest"CJ things co~t tnuch 
DlOUC!?T, they increase our d'-~ficits, ancl rncan 
greater taxation OH the corrunuuity. llon. 
members opposite may attempt to justify 
their action, but they are limitiug the chances 
of those out of work to obtain it, especially 
when we are expecting a deficit of over 
£1,750,000. There is much in what the hon. 
men1ber for Cairns said, it js no use " greas­
ing the fat pig "-of hav-ing many out of 
work and allowing tho3c \Vork to earn 
more. l do uot kuow that hon. member 
is not perfectly right. 

The point is that we subscribed to the 
Premiers' Plan and tl,ereby declared that 
we v>ould continue to economise and to 
dccrtasc expenditure until \VC balanced 
budgets or got to budgetal'y equilibrium. 
For tho Gov-ernment to abandon the plan 
dehberutcly to n1y rr1ind, breakiug faith, 
and will a position where it will be 
Inorc difficult to convert our overseas loan;:; 
than if \YC observed our oLl1gations. T'ho 
hon. gentleman objected to the British Go­
vcrnn-1ent patting an embargo on conver~ 
sions, but o\·cry country is 1ooking after its 
own national interests. The Australian 
Goyernnwnt imposed an en1bargo on ne\v 
flotations of capital for a long period uutil 
they converted thPir bond,. 

Mr. W. T. KING: Do you think they 
should hav-e conv-erted their own local autho­
rity loans before allowing us to coin-ert our 
ovcr::-:eas loans'! 

~Ir. MOORE: I believe in their looking 
after thc·ir own people, just as \'Ye believe 
in looking after our own people. We forget 
that \''le .asked for the lllOllt>Y which we do.~l 1·,, 

to corn·ert and that the lenders lent it to 
us on tho icrrn~ \'>'C offered thirty or furt.Y 
ytars ago, and we borrowed £20,0ll0.000 at 3 
per cent., and that when the pncc went up 
nobodv went to them and said, " We do not 
think )·ou aro getting enough for this money, 
we think you ought to get more." 

Mr. vi/. T. KrxG: You are arguing from 
the nJoney1cndcr's point of viev;.r. 

l\Ir. l\IOORE: I am arguing from the 
ordinarv coinn1on sense point of view. If 
the thir1g should vv-ork one way it should 
\York the other way aloe. 

l\Ir. \\". 1'. KING: Can it not vvork in 
favour of Queensland? 

"vir. :YIOORE: Did the hon. member arg-ne 
that tlw people who iE·nt £2.l.OOO.OCO ai CJ 
per cc·nt. ~hould get tnore "'>YhP-n \YO \H'l c 
lJorrow1ng rnonuy at 6b per cent. a.:cl 7 llcT 

cent.? Has not that workr'd in our fav-our? 
\Vc have to n __ allsu tbat t11c only \"!ay to 
get rnoney on faYonfublc terms 1s t.o be 
able to sa,, that An,tralia lms carried ont 
h0r ohlig·rrt=on:c: nnder the Prrrnicrs' Plan. 
Our rredit W:lR r:·oing dovi'll and do\Yn. Our 
bonds were down to £55 in London at one 
period. 

~l GoYE1tXJJBXI }lE.\IBER: EYcrybody else's 
\YC'rc, too. 

l\Tr. :\IOORE, The:· were not, although 
many \Y·:rc: and it \Vas only because action 
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was taken that our credit rose, and it will be 
only if the people overseas find that the 
Go\'crnmcnt will not depart from the agree­
ment thcv entered into that com-ersion will 
be made· easy. 

The TREASGRER (lion. \\'. Forgan 
Smith, Jfackay) [4.35 p.m.]: There is not 
very much in the speeches of hon. nwmbers to 
which I need reply, although the hon. the 
Lcad(!l' of the Opposition has 1aad<~ ~onte 
interesting statPIHOHts to which l wish ln 
refer. He said that during a period of 
difflculty no COHCC::-(slou should bo giYt:H to 
any section of the community. I ohall 
remember that when members of lhc Oppoei­
tion Party ask 1nc for conccs._;1on"'; they ha vo 
urged very frequently that certain conditions 
should Le giYcu i) \·arions indusi l'ies. 1t i:: 
the dntv of a GoYcrnnwnt in a·,;s1 ,t indu.-·tr·..' 
in CYcr)· possibln ·way, and this GnYcrnnH~n·t 
will gh-c that t; /llstar_cn consi~tcrrt with the 
moans at their di.~po;;a1. It i-:: intcrc:;ting 
to liOtc that according to the Leader of the 
Opposition no concessions should be grautcd 
to anv section of the communitv. He also 
stat<ed. that in accordance with the r•stimaics 
placed before the Loan Council a ('Pl'tain 
position wou!d be created in the railwav 
service. IIe u.scd a CPrtain tigurp rrnd ann1c~l 
that that ilgure was the cost of the ach-an­
tngcs to railv aynl('n. That 'YUS his inference. 
[[is figure was entirely ineorn'ct. and l shall 
deal further with the matter \\hen the Bud~et 
is being deliYPrPcl. It is cstinw.ted that l~ss 
net revenue \Yill be rccci\'cd bv thr• Il.ailwav 
Department next year because of the fac't 
that this year and next year \Ye shall haYe 
to make up the lreway in rolling-stock rcpaira 
that should have lwc·n carried out oYer the 
past three :vr•ars. Hon. members oppo~ito 
may den:-~ that statement. but the Commis­
~ioner for R.ailwa~7 s has jnforrned me. as 
rrn~asnrer, that follov;ing a conference of 
railway pngincors intimating that locomotive 
repairs were urgently required an addition:tl 
vote was required for the RaihYay Tlr•part­
ment during the financial year. Tho explana­
tion given by the Commissioner for Railw"ys 
that durmg the lull m traffic during the 
three years of the Moore Government the 
department had a surplus of locomotives. 
It was the practice of the then Government 
to work the locr;motives as long as possibk, 
and when extens1ve repairs were required the 
engines were placed in a shed and a new 
locomotive taken out. That is the statement 
of the responsible railway oflicial. Anyone 
who has travclled extensively on the railwavs 
and has a knowledge of machinery will under­
stand that in. many cases the locomotives 
reqmred drastiC overhaul. \Vhat has been 
granted in the railway service will be con­
tinued and some conces3ions will be crrantcd 
to the various primary-producing industries 
in the State. \Ve make no apology for the 
benefits granted to the railway worken;. The 
matter was contained in my policy speech; we 
~ecmved a mandate frorr: the people to carry 
It out, and we have no wish to depart from it. 

The Leader of the Opposition stated ihat 
we had rr'cei.-cd in the Yiciuity of £700.000 
by way of aclrht10nal revenue from taxation. 
The amount received by wav of additional 
tax,t!ion and paid to consofidated revenue 
was £185,000. That is the increased yield 
of. taxation to. general revenue as compared 
w1th the prenous year. 

Mr. FADDEK: It was not the increased 
infliction. 

The TREASURER: I shall give the hon. 
gentleman the increased infliction by the 

J\fooro Gm·crnmcnt. I am not concerned 
with anv estimates that the hon. member 
rnight ma.kc. I am referring to the incidence 
of taxation and tho incidence of taxation is 
the amount received and paid into consoli­
dated revenue. Estimates do not count at 
all. One year the Leader of the Opposition 
informed the Loan Council that his deficit 
would be £800,000; but ho increased his esti­
mate by over £500,000, and his excuse was 
that he could not estimate at the beginning 
of a financial year just wbat would be 
rccei ,-od during a period of twelve months. 
During his last financial year his deficit 
iucreased by 146 per cont. over the deficit of 
the prc\'ious year. It is a question of deal­
ing with actual facts. If that ratio of 
increa e had been continued, I sh~tdder to 
think what the percentage increase would 
hanl been at the n piration of a further 
three years. I hope that the revenue deficit 
record achieved by the Leader of the Oppo­
siiion will stand for a very long time. No 
other Treasurer is likely to endeaYour to 
brca k a record like that. In one year the 
Loader of the Opposition imposed and 
rpcei.-ed additional taxation amounting to 
£/'27,000. I am not dealing with unemploy­
''"cnt relief taxation, which comes under the 
he a cling of Trust Funds. If the receipts 
from that taxation wore added, the figures 
I haYe given would be increased enormously. 
In 1930 the :IHoore GoYcrnn1ent irnpos~d an 
additional £600,000 in income tax. They 
reduced the exemption and brought 0\'81' 

50.000 people hitherto exempt into tlw arena 
of taxation. Tho"e 50.000 people indudr>d 
fanners and others. Thev alw received an 
additional £85,000 from s'ucccssion and pro· 
~ate duiie''· The betting tax legislation 
1droduced by the late Government also pro­
duced £42,000. This additional taxation 
amounted to £727,000. I• hich j.; apar1 alto­
gdher from the imposition of the unemploy, 
mrmt relief tax. 'rhat deals with that posi­
tion yery clearly and accurately. 

l admit that economy must be exercised 
ir. m·cry department. Tho position of 
Government funds is such that no additional 
concessions on any large scale c.an bo afforded 
or granted. 'rhe concessions given in the 
Budget this year will be given in the interests 
of the State and industry. The increased 
budget deficit will not be represented by in­
croa~ed_ '!xpenditure in given directions, but 
by dlmimshed revenue from certain sources. 

Tktt is the position as I see and under­
stand it. Hon. members opposite may talk 
as much as tJicy like about little things which 
appeal to their minds, but Queensland must 
pursue a policy within the limits of her 
powers anrl C(:>nstitution which is calc11l::ttcd 
to promote the interests of the whole State. 
The arguments adduced by the Leader of 
the Opposition were hasPd on sectional bias. 
He feels that relief should be granted to a 
section of the community for whom he is 
the spokesman. The Government, on the 
other hand, take the view that Government 
p'llicy should be conducted in such a. manner 
that those who carrv on the industries of 
the State and engag'e in useful work shall 
be helped as much as possible. 

Question-" That the resolution (111r. 
Smith's motion) be agreed to "-pnt arc cl 
passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Commit­

tee had come to a resolution. 
Resolution received, and agreed to. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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WAYS AND MEANS. 
C01L\IITTEE-VOTE oN AccouKT, £3,000,000. 

(!11r. Hanson, Buranda, 'in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Maclcay): I move-

" (a) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1933·34, a further sum not exceeding 
£1.600,000 be granted out of the Con· 
oolidaicd Revenue Fund of Queensland 
(exclusive of the moneys standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Account). 

" (b) That, towards making gDod the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, Dn 
account, for the service of the year 
1933-34, a further sum not exceeding 
£800,000 be granted from the Trust 
and Special Funds. 

" (c) That, towards making good the 
Supply grauted to His l\Iajesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1933-34, a further sum not exceeding 
£600,000 be granted from the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account." 

Quc,tion put and passed. 
The House rcSilmcd. 
The CHAIR}fAN reported that the Committee 

had come to certain resolutions. 
Resolutions received and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1933-34, No. 1. 
FIHST READING. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported 
from the Committc" of "\Yays and l\lcans 
was introcluced, nncl rcacl a 1ir~t tirnc. 

SFCOND HKIDING. 

The TREASUHRR (Hon. \'.'. Forg1n 
Smith, JfaclaL"): I move,-

" That the Bill be now rca'l a second 
tirne." 

Question put and passed. 

CmrliiiTTEE. 
(Jfr. lf(l.nson, Burunrla, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 4, both inclusive, and pre· 
amble, agreed to. 

The House rosllmed. 
The CH ITR~IAX reported tl10 Bill without 

ameudment. 

THTRD RKIDIXG. 

Tbc TRRASUREE (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, .lfockay): I move-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tin1e." 

Qucction put and passed. 
The Houcc adjourned at 4.55 p.m. 




