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1438 Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER, 1932,

" Mr. Seeaxn (Hon. G Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

QUESTIONS.
Porice  PatroL Worxk, DALy DISTRICT.

Mr. MAXWELL: (Zoowong), - for  Mr.
SPARKES (Daiby), asked the Home Secre-
tary-

T 1. What amount has been paid for
patrol work in the: Dalby: police district
for: the past financial year?

“2. What is the  estimated mileage
patrolled' in ~the ‘same- district during
that period?

3. 'What  amount - was . paid  during
the years 1918,:1919, and 1920 for patrol
work: in:the. Dalby police district?

“4.What was. the estimated mileage
patrolled *during these years? ”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, Ithaca) replied—

1. Six shillings and sixpence (6s. 6d.).

2. 1,679 miles.

“ 3. All vouchers for that period were
destroyed by fire and water at the time
of the explosion at the premises of the
Police’ Department in the year 1927.

4. 1918, 4,227 miles; 1919, 2,239 miles;
and 1920, 2,662 miles. In these years
there was no  police station ~at Cecil
Plains, and all mounted patrols for that
division - were - performed- from . Dalby
Police Station,”’

ACTION IN RESEDITIOUS ., SPEECHES -~ AND

LITERATURE.
My, MAXWELL:" (Zoowong)  asked . the
Premier—
1::Does: - the: “Government - propose

taking any. action against ' the persons
responsibls. - for ' the  seditious = speeches
delivered -outside ‘and’ inside. the Trades
Hall on Monday everning, in connection
with the celebration of the establishment
of Soviet Russia ?

‘2. Is any action being taken to pre-
vent the publication of seditious litera-
turs; - such  as - the numerous  placards
pasted on the Victoria and Grey Streef
bridges? ”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied—
“1. T am not aware of the nature of

the speeches delivered by the hon. mem-
ber’s friends on Monday last.
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2. 1 understand - prosecutions  have
already taken place in regard to  the -

posting of placards on Victoria and Grey
Street bridges.”’

Trust AND LoAN Funp RECEIPTS AND PUBLIC
CasE BALANCES 70 3187 OOCTOBER.
Mr.” MOORE (Aubigny) asked  the Trea-
surer—

‘“1. For the present financial year,
what was the total amount of the receipts
to 3lst October of (o) -the: Trust. Funds;
(b) the. Loan Fund?

9. What was thie neb cash balance of
all funds® at 3lst. October, including the
amount’. on extended deposit?

The TREASURER (Hon.
Smith; Muckaey) replied-~
1 () B1697,885; (8) £709,145.
“9 L5472 904.

W.. Forgan

SUGeEsTED FREE RAILWAY CARRIAGE OF PERSONS
TRAVELLING IN. SEARCH, OF EMPLOYMENT.

Mr. - DEACON - (Cunningham) asked  ths:
Secretary for Labour and Industry—

““1. Does he remember the occasion on
which he and the present Ministers for
Transport. and Public. Works ~ waited
upon the late Premier (Mr. Moore) and
urged that suitable. trucks - should be
attached to trains for the. free carriage
of persons travelling in search of employ-
ment ?

¢ 2.  What has convinced him that such
achion is mow impracticable 2.’

The. SECRETARY FOR: LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY  (Hon: M. P.. Hynes, 7Zowns-
ville) replied— .

1. Yes, he remembers that the then
Premier was not prepared fo assist these
unfortunate youths, ‘nor was he prepared
to discontiniie the 1hhuman practice com-
pelling them to ‘walk from' police station
to police station to qualify for 6s. worth
of rations.

‘2. The same necessity does not now
arise to provide transport facilities for
these youths as the present Government
allows them 6s. worth of rations in one
week and a day’s work in the following
week to enable them to remain in the
wholesome -environment of their. own
homes.”

PAPER.
The following. = paper: was laid on. the
table :—

By-law: No.: 289 under Section 134 of
‘“The  Railways Acts, 1914-1929.”

SUPPLY.
SEVENTEENTH -ALLOTTED Day.
RBECEPTION OF RESOLUTIONS.
The CHAIRMAN = OF COMMITTEES
(Mr. Hanson, Burenda) presented the resos

lutions reported from Committee of Supply
yesterday.

The  TREASURER (ﬁon. W. . Forgan
Smith, Mackay): I move—

“That the resolubtions, as reported; be
now received.”

Question put and passed.
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ADOPTION - OF RESOLUTIONS.

The  TREASURER. - (Hon. - W. . Forgan
) Smith, Mackey): I move—
“ That the resolutions. be now agreed
to.”

And hon. ‘members. indicating 'a desire to
discuss” Resolution’ 11, and Resolutions 58 to
69, both ' inclusive,

Resolutions: 1 t6. 10, both inclusive, agreed
to.

Resolution = 11— Department
Works—Buildings »’—

Hen, W. H. BARNES (Wynnum) [10.37
a.m.}: I desire to take this- opportunity of
saying how very much workers’ dwellings
have. been appreciated: by the public,. and
what a splendid asset they have been to the
community generally, especially as compared
with' workers’ homes, When the Workers’
Dwellings Bill was first introduced in this
Parliament; it 'was strongly opposed by the
Labour Party.

The : ATTORNEY-GENERAL 1 On.'the. ground
that they wanted a better measure.

Hon, W. -H. BARNES : 1t i all very well
for the hon. gentleman to raise a plea like
that now that this legislation hag been such
a-success. In an ‘earlier stage of the pro-
ceedings in this Parliament the Secretary
for Public Lands said that, if T had ammu-
nition . to. use in. support  of 'a statement
similar ‘to that which I then madse, I would
not. hesitate to use i, I intend to use that
ammunition in this instance.. At page 387 of
‘“Hansard ’’ for 1908; the Hon: W. Lennon;
a _ﬁrominenb member of the Labour: Party,
said~—

¢ Thig Bill is' designated a’ Workmen’s
Dwellings: Bill; with a smoothness which
is worthy' of praise to people who desire
to "delude the ‘workers of Queensland’ as
far: as’ possible, and make them believe
that this is'the real Democratic Party in
Queensland.
better named weres it designated ‘ A Land
Shark Encouragement Bill.””’

Further on; he said—

It appears to me that the Bill will
not . benehit the workers at all; it will
benefit another class of people entirely.”

That only goes to show that the statement
I originally made - was  correct. - It was
stated by hon. members belonging to the
.- Labour Party at the time that it was not

according -to the policy of that party that
that: should be’ done. - Certainly I have
vindicated the stand I took at an earlier
stage. of the proceedings by showing  that
this 'is “one of ' the  activities which hon.
members opposite now want to take credit
forbalthough they. bitterly opposed it in the
past.

of . Public

Resolution . 11-(Departmient = of  Public
Works—Buildings)—agreed - to.

Resolutions =12 to 57, both inclusive,
agreed 1o,

Resolution 58— Premier and Chief Secre-
tary’'s Department—Chief Office '~

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny) [10.41 am.: I
desire to ask the Premier: for  some infor-
mation vegarding the Agent-General for the
State. At various - Premiers’  Conferences
a suggoestion has been made to do away with
the direct representation of ‘the' States and
‘submerge the representation of the States
in that of the Commonwealth==in Australia
House. All the reports we have had from

. [9 NoveuMBER.]
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the late Agent-General and from the- Acting
Agent-General-—who, by  the way, appeais
to- be . carrying out - his duties most effi-
ciently—rather strengthen the view that the
position - of  the = Queensland . office. is an
exceptionally favourable one—more favour:
able to Queensland than if it. were sub-
merged in Australia House.- The advantages
of ‘a separate representation for Queensland
are very great. - Although there may not be
exactly - the same amount of ‘work ~as' pre-
vicusly owing to the present financial posi-
tion, the information which’ we have points
to- the fact that - it would be a mistaken
policy for Queensland to give up the Agent-
General’s office and the lease of the present
building.  The - latter . is situated - most
centrally, "and. is in an excellent position
for “advertising purposes. Thousands  of
people  passing the  windows of: the . office
can view the products of Queensland.: It is
an excellent. advertising medium . in every
way.

Suggestions  have been  put’ forward that
economy might be effected by combining: the
offices of ‘the various State Agents-General in
Australia’ House; and two or: three of the
States: have  tentatively = agreed.  to - that
course.

The Premizr: It is very tentative:

Mr.. MOORE : Western ‘Australia is evi-
dently ‘opposed . to any change; " but: South
Australia, - Tasmania,  and. Vigtoria—under
the late Premier; at any rate——seemed to be
of: the opinion that  the ‘abolition of  the
office: ‘'wonld “have no. vital “effect on  those
States. - But they are in a different position
to "Queensland; and, ‘as & matter of fact,
some: of these' States have their offices in
Australia’ House: . Queensland is- in a parti-
cularly fortunate position both with regard
to: the location of its office’ in London and
so- far as the- officers  themselves are con-
cerned.” Many people are attracted by the
excellent: display-of Queensland products in
the windows of the office in London. Further-
more; it has a great influence on the’ invest-
ment of capital in-Queensland:. The officers
associated: - with - the  Queensland - Agency-
Greneral ‘are men. who. have been intimately
acquainted and connected “with the business
affairs and the ‘development ~of the State,
and are able to give all necessary: informa-
tion to inguirers.. It seems {0 me that it
would beé a retrograde step.: It might mean
. small amount  of economy,  but -the cost
of the Agent-General’s office is not a great
factor in' the economic position of Queens-
land. -Tf we abolish the office as a separate

entity,  it" might have a . very large and
indirect  bearing = on; the - prosperity = of
Quieensland, - on  the = business’ done with

Queensland; “and in. regard to people who
want' to invest in Queensland. . The late
Agent-General had a large number of inter-
views ‘and applications from people  who
were considering the investment of money
in- mining enterprises 'in Queensland; and,
from, his knowledge of the State and his
intimate knowledge also - of. business trans:
actions in this Sfate, he ‘was able. to give
very useful information to. these people. In
one or two ‘cases a large amount of- capital
was - invested in . the  State  which = possibly
would ‘not: have come to Queersland if 1t
had not been for the adequate representation
we had as 'a separate  State.

There  have been: several - discussions on
the subject ‘at the various Premiers’ Confer:
ences which I ‘attended, at which it was

Mr. Moore.]
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stated that the time for separate representa-
tion' of the: different States was past, and
that “Australia” was looked at as a whole;
butoutlying . States  like ' Queensland - and
- Western Australia-generally suffer when ' Aus-
tralia: is looked at as a whole.: The indi-
vidual ‘requirements of Queensland and the
individual possibilities of this State for invest-
ment  and ‘migration; ‘and the “information
that the Agent-General for Queensland is
able: to give, is of infinitely more importance
than the “amount of money. that it actually
costs at the present time for the upkeep of
the: office.. There is'no sum put down on the
Estinates for the Agent-General. I am’ not
objecting to” that, because I recognise that
at the present time economies are essential;
and we know that Mr.: Pike, from  his asso-
ciations - with - Queensland; the = knowledge
gained by him from travelling throughout
the State, and: his intimate  connection ‘with
the “various. Governments; s able to give
very. useful “information o anyone 'desiring
information in regard to Queensland.  Every-
thing - goes' to: show that' Queensland.  has
received: a good ‘deal’ of assistance through
the Agent-General. - When the: late’ Agent-
Géneral was in-London, the State saved a
good deal of money from his efforts in' con-
nection ‘with' finance; and it would be a mis-
take: to sacrifice this office merely because ‘at
the present timie Queensland is going through
a depression. the same. as the rest of the
world. It would” be " infinitely  better to
continue’ an office that has proved of immense
advantage to the State in the past; although
possibly.there iy not' the same: number.  of
indents  going forward for Government: pur-
poses, “and  not the same unecessity for an
Agent-General in regard-to financial matters,
inasmuch as financial matbers now': are
arranged through the Lioan Councll and the
Commonwealth “Bank.

We also recopnise that in that connection
Queensland sacrificed a: considerable amount
of money that was being made available by
the  Bank 'of England: == When the Loan
Council: took over the State debts and the
question: of  the conversion - of -Queensland
loans arose, all arrangements had to be made
through the Commonwealth Bank. which was
practically "made the sole: financial’ channel
through which Australia. was to conduct its
loan. obligations. " I think Queeénsland was' a
sufferer. from’ that ‘arrangement. - It might
only have been temporary, and might. nob
have made any difference in the long ‘run:
but- it deprived us of the opportunity of
seouring ‘a “certain ‘amount of loan money
which would have been useful at the time.
On - future occasions: it will: be possible: for
the Agent-General to render financial service
to Queensland,

I would: like' to know  from. the Premier
whether the question éame up again at the
last’ Premijers’ Conference—I- believe it was
set . down for - discussion—and  whether ~any
conclusion was arrived at and also whether
the other States 'were sgreeable to domg
away -with their ‘Agents-General,

We have a fairly long lease of the office
in the Strand, and I think it has been: recog:
nised: by all visitors who go from here that
our' office in London' is in a wonderful posi-
tion:and is a great advantage to the State.
Several hon. members ‘who bave been home
and: have gone'to the office have pointed
out the advantage to Queensland of having
separate  representation. there. Apparently

[Mr. Moore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

the Government do not intend immediately
to appoint an Agent-General; but: that 1Is
perhaps only' temporary owing. to ~the  dis:
cussmn which took place ‘at The Tast Pre-.
miers” Conference and pending further. dis-
cussion at the next conference.

There has been a great deal of talk about
overlapping.. = Such overlapping between the
Commonwealth and States has meant & great
expense to  Queensland. in many matters;
particularly in regard to health.  That was
a favourite  topic: of . the  late Premier: of
Victoria, who' was always bringing up the
question of ‘overlapping in various depart:
ments: " In some of theni: it was done away
with, ‘and: that: meant that Queensland ‘had
to shoulder greater: expense than she pre-
viously ‘did:

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) [10.53 am.] v The Leader of the
Opposition has raised:a very important ques-
tion; ~and one that T gladly ‘take ‘the ‘oppor-
tu“’uty of ‘déclaring the Goverriment’s policy
upon. - I say very definitely that the present
Government atre opposed: to the abohmon of
the ‘Agent-General’s office and fo the merg-
ing of Queensland’s representation in Aus-
tralia - House. - O 4 cursory: - investigation
of the position some people may agree To the
proposmon that one representatmn and that
in: Australia: House, should be enough but

“the Commonwealth of Australia is one Com-

monwealth, and’ Queensland’s interests’ might
not. be - served by having a dep?rtmcntai
officer in ' Australia House - subject  to  the
High Commissioner for the Commonwealth:
Anyone - who knows the ‘position 'of Queens-
land or- Western Australia miust: realise that
we are 50 situated in relation mot only
to “the -Commonwealth bubt to conditions
overseas that it is essential that: we should
have our own representative in. Tondon.
Queensland i State that is: capable of
more development than any other part-of
the Commonwealth. . It offers opportunity
for ‘investment, and ' in countless  different
ways its ploblems are peculiay to itself.
Furthermore, if Queensland had only ‘a parg
of ‘the: representation of \the Commonwealth;
it is - doubtful ~whether we' would  get the
care-: and: consideration ' in: Liondon ' that
Queensland, by virtue of its: circamstances,
requires.

Take, for example; the experience of the
past- in- regard  to certain: things. ' I have
found-—and  no: doubt  the Leader <f the
Opposition has found—that, if Quesnsland is
submerged- in- the' Commonwealth, little ‘ox
no-récognition’ is- given to it, and there have
been  some’ very hard “experiences in: that
connection in recent months.

Take, for instance, the recent Ottawa Con-
ference. . The  Commonwealth - Governnient
entirely controlled: the: representation there.
For weeks and perhaps months beforehand
the delegation which the Commonwealth sent
overseas conferred with business interests  in
the Southern cities: but little or no regard
was given to any representations that Queens-
land desired to make; and no representative
from Queensland was allowed %o form a part
of the official  delegation. T may say: that
these matters were all arvanged before the
present Govérnment carye into power. The
Governmient of which: the hon. member for
Aubigny “was Premier arranged that Mz,
Pike should be’a sort of laison officer -to
the delegation; ‘so. +that -he. would  be able
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to give Mr. Bruce or Mr.” Gullett informa-
tion upon any matter affecting Queensland’s
interests; - but; ‘apart from  that, there was
ho official representation of Queensland, and
Queensland’s interests were very: largely sub-
merged in the general interests of the delega-
tion. - Take, for example, the beef cattle
industry.  Queensland is supreme in the pro-
duction of cattle in Australin.  Any guestion
of the export trade in beef is very largely
a:Queensland question; yet the beef cattle
industry was represented by Mr. Angliss, a
< Viectorian representative, although certainly
he has large interests in Queensland. 1 taks
the view, however, that direct representation
should have been given to Queensland in
that connection.

Then, in recard to the sugar industry, it
was not until I took the matter up very
strenuously with the Commonwealth Govern:
ment that they asked, on behalf of Queens.
land, that the sane concession that had been
given to South Africa should be given to
Queensland sugar. In the British Finance
Act of 1926 an import duty was imposed

by the British Government upon Dominion

- sugar, which, however, receives a rebate of
2 certain amount per cwt. 'That lasts for
3 period of approximately four years from
the present time. The South African Go-
vernment asked that South Africa should
be placed on the same basis as a Crown
colony, and we also asked that that be
done; but the British Government refused
to ‘give concessions to the Donsinions which
they gave to the Crown colonies such as
Jamaica and  the  West Indies' generally.
They "pointed: out that they had: obligations
to the Crown ‘colonies: which did: not exist
with respect to the Dominions; and that; . if
they: did~ not give such' trade  assistance;
they would be obliged to give some finan-
cial- concession in  the ‘relief of - unemploy-
meunt. - That = request, . therefore, was not
agreed to; bubt the South African Union was
able to obtain .an agreement to the effect

that,  during’ the currency of the Ottawa.

Agreement; the price would” be stabilised.
The Australian delegation: did not. ask for
that treatment; and it was not until I took
the matter up with the Commonwealth Printe
Minister that representations were mads to
that end. I 'am glad to say that they were
successful and the provisions of that agree-
ment apply to Queensland as well as to other
parts of the Dominions.

It may not appear to be a very bi
but - those - who  understand: it realise its
importance, - because there was a - period
about  three years ago when' the British
Chancellor of the Xxchequer: proposed to
abolish the rebate on Dominion sugar alto-
gether.  That rebate is worth approximately
£500,000 a yedr to Queensland exporters of
sugar—not £1,000,000, as has been stated on
two occasions at least by the Commonwealth
Prime: Minister. - We are, moreover, faded
with ' the necessity this year of diverting
considerable portion of our sugar to Canads,
this ‘béing one of the results of the conces-
sion to- Crown colonies;: and this fact affects
our - position generally. :
~All these things indicate thai Queensland’s
interests are not the same as the interests of
other parts of ‘Australia, and that if we were
submerged in: Australia House, our” repre-
sentations might not get' the consideration
they: deserve.

Mr. WmwHoLT: All this" is @ very good
-speech against the Loan Council;

19322y

thing,
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The PREMIER: It may be, Evidently
the hon. member does: not.like the Loan
Council. - T have batted on a pretty sticky
wicket there myself before to-day, and I
may have to. do so again.. But we are not
discissing the Loan Council at the present
time. .- The Loan Council is now a part of
the “Australian Constitution, - and * can be
altered only by the expressed opinion of the
required majority . of - the people. I hope

~that T:can rely upon the assistance of the

hon, ‘member in any effort that I feel dis-
posed  to make either to reform the Loan
Council orto alter its-policy. Most of the
industries of Queensland are export indus-
tries:capable of further development; and
wonderful opportunities abound for the estab-
lishment of new industries. In these circum-
stances it is. essential that the office’ of the
Agent-General 'should’ be retained.

The Department of Agriculture has pre-
pared ‘a very. fine exhibit: of “Queensland-
grown tobacco leaf for: display. inthe office
of the Agent-General ‘in Tondon. We must
seck an - export market: for our tobacco, and
there 1s no reason why such a market should
not: be located and developed,: particularly
if the present import duty on foreign’ leaf
remains.  We should endeavyour to creats a
market through the agency of the Agent:
General’s: office in ‘London; operating in
close association with those interested in the
manufacture  of tobacco.

There are large areas of undeveloped land
in North: “Queensland - gapable  of - develop-
ment, but they require a considerable amount
of “capital for® the  purposé. = The  requisite
amount of capital may not be available ioc
the Government ;. but it might be possible
to . have . certain - developmental - projects
financed  from - London; -and the ~Agent-
General would be required to interest him-.
self in the negotiations that would ensus.

The question of the abolition or otherwise
of Agent-Generals in London was placed on
the agenda paper of the Premiers’ Confer-
ence held in July last; but nothing was dorne.
Apparently  the Premiers of Australia did
not- desire to have a full ‘debate on the
subject.' - I intimated very . definitely that
Queensland  was- not prepared. to have the
Queensland Agent-General’s office submerged
in - Australia’ House.  This question will have
to. be considered om ity merits; if the Aus-
tralian Constitution: isaltered either in ‘the
direction “of  unification or by the creation
of “more. States; - bub,  whilst  Queensland
remains a . Sovereign State and. accepts the
resporisibilities of that sovereignty, and by
virtue of its large area; its variety of soil;
climate,  and. general trade  interests  and
conditions, it 1s essential that the Liondon
office - should remain unimpaired:.: I have
frequently met people who have transacted
business ‘with that. office; "and not  only
citizens of Queensland, but' also citizens of
the other. States, have always spoken in the
highest ' possible terms of the services that
the - office. has - always been  prepared 'to
render. It is claimed. that the Queensland
office displays probably more initiative and
gives more ' real " service than could :'be
expected if the duties were. to' be ‘dssumed
at Australia: House.  The latter ~agency is
usually regarded as: a kind of social centre
from. whence . certain 'diplomatic  relations
with Grieat Britain and other countries are
initiated; but the Queensland office  is the
appropriate- office : to- transact all the real
things that count. .

Hon, W, Forgan Smath.]
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Mr. Pike has acted in the capacity of
Acting Agent-General ever since the resig-
nation of Sir Edward Macartney. He has
carried " out his duties ‘attachable to® that
office in an admirable way. I have received
nothing but the best reports of the manner
in. which he is ‘carrying  out his. duties.
During his - presence abt Ottawa he kept
Queensland’s interests to the front in every
possible way, and under very frying and
diffieult - circumsbances. Through his
agency I was kept in close touch with all
the proceedings at Ottawa, and with what
has transpired  since. He is carrying out
his job in an admirable fashion, with credit
to himself and the State. It is fitting that
ot only should  the present office. be con-
tinued; but also the existing arrangement.

Resolution 58— Premier  and Chief Secre-
tary’s Department—Chief Office ”’~~agreed to.
Resolution 53¢ Premier and Chief Secre-
tary’s  Department—Balance  of - Estimates’’—

Mr, WIENHOLT (Fassifern) [11.6 a.m.]: 1
wish'to draw- attention  to: the follow-
ing . vote:~—* Miscellancous  Services ’—Life
Passes over: Australian Railways to ex-Minis-
ters, £3,000.” This vote is £450 in excess of
the ~appropriation- granted : last ~year. - I
have - continually “advocated on the :public
platform. that certain economies and reforms
in Parliament  should be adopted; and I
have no intention to get up on the platform
outside and not bring the matter forward in
this Parliament. . I could not  advocate

“economy for outside without taking the same
stand for inside Parliament. I know that
I am not in a particularly strong position,
being alone upon this bench, but 1 intend
later on to move an amendment as a test
vote,

I also advocate thai the same percentage
which was deducted from public service
salaries and others should be deducted from
our own salaries.

My, SPEAKER: Order! Do I understand
that the hon. member intends dealing with
railway. passes granted over Queensland rail-
ways to ex-members?

Mr. WIENHOLT: I am dealing with
the vote for life passés over Australian rail-
ways to ex-Ministers;  which is to be found
under the heading of ¢ Miscellaneous Ser-
vices.”. This policy of giving life passes to
ex-Ministers. is _one which bas never been
agreed to by Parliament except in so far
as’ voting the ‘appropriation; it has been
done by Cabinet minute. I am not attack-
ing- this  vote in any party spirit, because
I believe that it has been agreed to by both
Liberal “and  Labour Governments, It is
very nice indeed for the various Premiers to
go down: to- Southern conferences and agree
that ex-Cabinet Ministers. shall. be granted
free railway passes for life; but the people
are called upon 'to foot the bill in the shape
of - increased - taxation. ~ This privilege has
been in vogue for many years. It might be
said that conditions have changed, for; unfor-
tunately,  they have changed for: the worse
in Australia.  But the one reason why these
passes” should' not: be allowed to™ continue
is because the principle is utterly wrong and
unsound,. Only yesterday the Leader of the
Opposition made a most pertinent remark on
the discussion going on. He said,  Why
should a member of Parliament be treated
any different from any other person?’’- 1
accept that statement of the hon. gentleman
yesterday, and on that ground I believe that
this: practice of granting railway passes to

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith.
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ex-Cabinet Ministers is wrong. ~ I admire
anyone who has the talent to reach minig:
terial rank. - I have been a good many
years in parliamentary life, and I think I
am further away from being a Minister than
I was twenty odd years ago.  Whilst T
admire anyone who can come in and on his
first election to Parliament be appointed to
the high position of a Minister, I do not
believe that he should; after leaving Parlia-
ment, for the rest of his life be:given the
right to travel free on the railways; including
sleepers. and parlour. car seats, from: one
end of Australia to the other.  That seems
unsound in' principle. It may be said that
it is only a question of bookkeeping. ' That
is ‘mot sound. either, because, if you grant.
free railway life passes to all ex-Ministers; it
means that there will be that much less rail-
way ‘revenue:every time’ one - of these ex-
Ministers travels and does not pay the ordi-
nary fare. I:-believe the whole outlook:is
most grave, ‘and I can’ 'see no- outlet: for the
uneniployed in the near future as things are
going. - Lash: year we were over-£2,000,000
behind, and this'year the Treasurer is budget-
ing" for - a defieit of ~£1,500,000, and very
large sums of loan money are being spent
as well.-  We should set an example hers.
Tt is'an example which would be appreciated
by the public outside. ' If hon. members sup-
port my action, it means that ex-Ministers
will have to pay their railway fares in Queens-
land and when they go outside Queensland,
and ex-Ministers from other States will have
to pay their fares when travelling in Queens-
land just like the ordinary ' eitizen, ss-.l
believe every member of Parliament: shounld
be once he has vacated his' seat in Parlia-
ment.

As a test of the feeling of hon. members,
and a8’ a recomriendation to the Treasurer
that: life ‘passes to. ex-Ministers over  Aus-
tralian - ratlways should not be granted, I
move—

“ That the item—* £83,789-Balance of
Premier and Chief Secretary’s ' Depart-
ment . Hstimates -~be - reduced . by
£3,000.7?

There- being no seconder, the amendment
lapsed.

Mr. GODFREY . MORGAN (Murilla)
[11.13 a.m.]: When the Moore Government
came into office, they went most carefully
into the  question of free -railway passes.
Considerable abuse was found to exist in
this: direction, and the Moore Government
decided to cut out thousands of these passes
that had been issued by previous Labour
Governments. - I am - sorry. to say - that
information -at “my  disposal leads me to
believe that some of these passes are again
beirg - issued . by the present Government,
although; perhaps, not to the same extent
as: formerly. :

When I was Secretary for Railways I also
discovered that the Railway Department was
called upon to meet the whole cost of the
free railway passes granted to members: of
Parliament, their wives, etc, I decided that,
if free passes were to be issued, the Railway
Department should not be made to bear the
cost, but that it should come out  of the
consolidated revenue. The result was, the
Commissioner went into the matter fully;
and, decided that £75 per annum. was & fair
amount to charge the consclidated revenue
for the pass for a member of Parliament,
£50 a year for his wife, and so on with
regard to other passes.. The total amount
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of over £12,000° was then defrayed by the
Chief  Secretary’s. Department - instead of
being made: a chatrge against the Railway
Department as previously, ' Instead -of the
Railway Departraent . being asked to carry
these thousands of ‘“dead  heads,” to-day
the department .is: not carrying one solitary
“ dead - head.)”’ The ' Chief . Secrefary’s
Departmeént. pays  for even the Premier’s
pass; and the passes granted to departmental
officers ‘dre 'made ‘s’ charge ‘against  the
different’  departments. - When ' the  Modore
Government went out of office; rio free rail-
way. passes. were igsued by the Railway
Department. - ‘There ‘is -a system’ of issuing
what are called “ white” passes. . The Premier
always  has? had the right to issue 'these
passes, “and’ I understand the Commissioner
for ' Railways and the Secretary for Railways
have ‘a similar privilege, although ¥ do not
remember issuing more  than three  white
passes during the three years I was Seore-
tary: for Railways.  Although hundreds ‘of
applications were made to me for free passes,
on every occasion 1 referred: the applicant to
the Chief ‘Secretary’s Department or to some
other “department, knowing 'that, if they
issued the passes; the cost would come- out
of the: revenue of those departrents and not
be a-charge against the railways. That is
the ‘practice T followed ‘during the period
I was Secretary for Railways. I was deter-
mined: that the Railway Department would
be paid:for the work it did for other depart-
ments; and: that it would pay for any work
performed: for it by other departrments. I
adopted the policy of ‘“pay and be paid.”
I am fold that during the last three months
the system of indiscriminately issuing white
passes is being again reverted: to," and that
certain religious bodies and. others are get-
ting these passes. I have received that infor-
mation, but whether it is true or not I do
not know. The Premier should go into the
matter fully, and, if found to be correct, it
ought to be stopped, because I look upon the
system as political bribery.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!: The hon. mem-
ber must use parliamentary language. . To
preface the word  ‘“bribery ’’ by the word
‘¢ political *” " does not: bring it within - the
scope of parliamentary: privilegé.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN : T think T am
right in saying that, if the privilege is being
abused, it is being abused for political pur-
poses ~and ‘in-order to curry favour. That
is - what I endeavoured to: stop. during the
time T-was: Secretary for Railways.

The Prewmier: What  religious’ organisa-
tions are you referring to?

My GODFREY MORGAN:
several of them
to my knowledge “that ' the old practice
of issuing  passes ' indiscriminately . on  the
railways,  which' was  in  vogue when  the
Labour: Party were in power from 1914 to
1929, i being revived.

{The PrEMIER: You say so.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I have it on
good authority; but I cannot prove it unless
I have 'an opportunity of going into the
matter “in: the Railway Department; - and
naturally I have no’ information- in that
direction. I'am drawing the Minister’s atten-
tioft to the fact that I have information that
the old: practice. which- was in vogue during
the  fourteen: years of Labour Government
is vagain  being  revived.. They knew the

There . are
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systemr: was in operation, and that tens of
thousands of people had free passes on
the railways during that period.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The point I
want to make is that it was a wrong ansd
improper thing to do, and that the Railway
Department had a vight to be paid.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My GODFREY ' MORGAN: In  what
respect. am I oub of order, Mr. Speaker?

My SPEAKER: I have mentioned t0
the' hon. member thai this is not a matter
which' is. appropriate to the discussion.

Myr.. GODEFREY: MORGAN: May I not
refer to the fact that free passes were issued
by the previous Labour Government?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, so far as they are
applicable. to - ex-Ministers and  have been
given: for that specific  purpose.

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: At any rate,
I have drawn attention to this matter and
made 1y profest. I hope the Premier will
‘go very carefully into the matter.

The PREMIER (Hon, W. Forgan Smith;
Mackay) [11.92 ‘am.]s In reply in the first
placeito the hon. member for Fassifern, the
vote in this connection 1§ on ‘tha same basis
as’in previous years; and' it’is due: to . an
interstate arrangement of many years stand-
ing. " The  slight ihcrease in . ‘the vote. is
due to the fact that certain ex-Ministers' who
have complied. with the  conditions which
apply all over Australia  come  under. this
schenze.  Apart. altogether from  that, “the
position remains the ‘same so. far. as. ex-
Ministers and ex-members of Parliament are
concerned. - As the hon. member for Murilla
pointed out, the cost of these passes is now
borne by the Chief Secretary’s Department,
and the Railway Department is credited with
the assessed value of the use of the rail-
Ways.

The other railway passes- provided. under
this vote are- railway concessions to  public
servants on 'recreation leave..  The amount
provided for in the Hstimabes is less than last
year;: but it is due to’ conditions that have
obtained for many years past.  Certain pub-
lic “servants, on their annual or  extended
leave, get rallway privileges such as reduced
rates for. travelling, and that- is  charged
against the Chief Secretary’s Department.

Mr. Moork ;. School teachers get them.

The PREMIER : It applies to public ser-
vants generally. It has been in operation
for quite a lengthy period. On former occa-
sions it was,. 1 understand, charged to the
respective departments concerned; but mow
it is a definite charge against the Chief
Secretary’s Department, and the Railway-.
Department is. credited with the amount.
After all, it is only & bookkeeping entry——
a debit against one department and a credit
to another; no actual cash changes hands
as between the two departmients; bub it is
perhaps a proper thing to assess the value
of these concessions -and - debit the Chief
Secretary’s Department with them.

The general staterwent made by the hon.
member for Maurilla about fres passes is in
accordance: with ‘the usual expressions  of
opinion by that hon. member: He proceeds
to say that a thing -is a fact, and then he

- says he does not know whether it is a fact

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]
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or not; but it is absolutely -false fo say
that thousands of passes were issued indis-
criminately in the past. ;

Mz, Goprrey Morasn: I have the figures
in my bag.

The  PREMIER: The hon. member has
got. & lot of figures. He used the railways
fo the fullest possible’ extent when: he had
the opportunity,  and, if he wants figures
about the railways, we can give him all the
figures he wants.

‘Mr. Goprrey. MoORGAN again interjected.

Mr.  SPEAKER: Order! This interrup-
tion must stop: The hon. member may inter-
ject occasionally, but he must not interrupt.

The  PREMIER' The: hon. member  is
capable of making quite a number of inter-
jections; “and: he iz ot very careful about
keeping to the facts.

Mr. GoprrEy. Morgax : That is: absolutely
antrie.

The PREMIER : The position with regard
to courtesy passes is as it has been for many
years.  Certain organisations get them from
the  Chief Secretary’s. Department. . The
Moore Government followed that practice,
and we are continuing it. - There is-no
increase in” the amount of the vote, and I
do not know what the hon. member means
when he refers to these organisations:  The
practice has been followed during the whole
period - I have been- in  Parliament.  The
heads  of -certain  agsociations. get certain
cotirtesy’ congcessions.

My GoDrrey Morcax:. That was ‘always
mnevogue,

The PREMIER : Ves, ‘and there has been
no departure from the policy; either. by the
Moore Government or the present: Govern-
ment: . For-instance, the head of the Presby-
‘terian church gets & courtesy pass when he
oes to a general assenibly; and other church
dignitaries “equal “instanding  get: similar
c;mcessions. There 1s nothing wrong with
that,

Mr.: Goprrey. Moragix:  The heads: of ‘the
chiivches have what are called yearly passes.

© The PREMIER: Yes.

My, Goprrey Morcay: We do not object
to that. N

The PREMIER : Then I do not khow why
the hon. member raised the question, because
these 'are the. only passes that are:given.
In addition, certain other ' concessions are
charged  to- the: Chief Secretary’s Depart-
ment.  The Bush Book Club gets  certain
concessions - in’ sending books and  carrying
out’its activities.” The Blind and Deaf and
Dumb' Association, which is doing an excel-
lent isocial service. amiong: an . unfortunate
section  of -the community, also" gets passes
for. its collectors. . Passes 'are granted’ for
any . special purpose where ‘social- service is
involved ; and, if hon. members will look at
the vote, ' they will 'see that  there' is no
glteration compared with previous years.

Mr. Mammr: Would “your  Ministers  be
able to issue passes without your knowledge?

The PREMIER : I do not think so. I
have not heard of it. ~As a matter of fact;
the Railway Department charges: the Chief
Secretary’s Department. for ~everything it
can. . The practice” which has been followed
previously -still exists; - so that: the views
expressed by the hon. member in regard to

[Hon, W. Forgan Smith. -
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passes are niot based on any sound: or solid
foundation.. Hon. members can rest assured
that I am not distributing passes or- charg-
ing -anything to. the  department -unless a
very - good public purpose is' to' be -served.
Any pass’ granted by the Chief Secretary’s
Department can be justified in every detail.

Resolution 59 (Balance of Chief Secretary’s
Department) agreed to.

Resolution 60~ Balance of Executive and
Legislative 7—agreed to.

Resolution = 61—“ Department
and Industry’’—

Mr. MOORE  (Aubigny) [1128: a.m.]: I
desire to:refer to the action of the Govern:
meént in: the issue of the: Order 'in: Couneil
relating “to preference’ to unionists: . In my
opinion; that action was ultra virés: Section
57 of the Industrial Conciliation and. Arbitra-
tion - Act, inserted in - that statute by the
amending  Act of 1930, and to be found on
page 13010 “of - the ' Queensland  statutbes,
reads—

¢ Notwithstanding  anything  contained
in’ this Act or in any other: Act or - law
or-rule of law- or usage: or practice or
process: of ' law . to the  contrary; it is
hereby declared that the court (whether
constituted by the judge sitting alone or
constituted by the judge and two. con-
ciliation commissioners) o ~conciliation
commissioner ‘or- board shall not have
power or jurisdiction  to:award: prefer-
ence to employees beinig members of any
union: or organisation, or ‘fto employees
not belongitig: to- any union or orgdnisa-
tion;  and nothing contained: in. this Act
or:iriany other Act or-law’or rule: of
law or:usage or practice: or’ process of
law shall be construediso as to.give the
court : (whether: constituted by the judge
sithing alone or constituted by the judge
and two conciliation  commissioners) . or
conciliation cormissioner or board such
power: or-jurisdiction:’

The Act of 1929, which contained the relevant
section 64, was amended by ‘an Act passed
in: 1930.: These enactments were practically
ignored; . and 'the following “was published
inaghe “ Government: Gazette” of 30th - July,
1932~
“Whereas by ¢ The Industrial’ Con-
ciliation and Arbitration  Acts, 1929 to
1931, it is“amongs$ other things provided
that, in addition’ to and without in any
way limiting the powers of the Governor
in- Council under the said  Acts,  thé
Governor. . in- - Council - -is -~ thereby
empowered from time to time by Order
in Council, to issue’ such Orders ‘and
give such dirsctions  and prescribe such
matters and things whether in- addition
to: or' amendment of or in modification
of the said Acts . ..

Note the = three  provisions—'‘ amendment
of,”? “ addition to,” or ‘modification of.”’
The * Government Gazette ”’ further states—

‘oL or any other Acht as will be
calculated. to- give full- effect’ to the
objects and purposes of the said Acts, or
as will be: calculated to safeguard the
requirements  and  well- being: of -~ the
peoplé  and “secure peace in  industry,
and that every such Order, direction,
and. rule shall be obeyed, and that any
such Order in Council made or purport-
ing to be made under the said Acts shall
be of the same validity as if it were

of . Labour
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enacted in and formed patt of the said
Acts - and shall' be  judicially noticed
and: shall not' be questioned’ in any pro-
ceedings  whatever.”’

It also states—

““Where it is mutually agreed by the
parties concerned or considered advisable
by the: Court or. Board  that preference
be. granted 'éither generally -or to any
particular: union: or - organisaion,  such
preference shall be granted only- subject
to such conditions as ~the  Court 'may
approve.”

_*The SECRETARY FPOR Li4BOUR AND INDUSTRY:
The court must approve of the preference
to be granted.

Mr. MOORE: I contend that the Order
in' Council is ultra vires. because it is not
an. . ‘“addition’ to,”: ‘“amendment. of,’’ or
“ modification of 7 the Act at alli I is a
direct negative. = Section” 57 of the 1930
Act iy very definite. It provides that under
no consideration shall preference be granted,
and ‘that there can be no samendment; addi-
tion; or modification’ of it. " Any amendment,
addition, or modification  of that section by
Orderin Councilis a- direct negative. . The
Order in Council purports to  repeal the
whole seetion=—a position that was never con-
templated for a moment.. There was never
any question of there not being peace in
industries that applied for  preference.'to
unionists: The 'right to grant  preference
to unionists ‘has been ‘deliberately conferred
because the Government ‘recognised : that
those  opposed : ‘to preference  to  unionists
could "not challenge  the ~validity’ of  'the
Ordetr in Council in the High Court because
of ‘the ‘expense that would be involved.  In
addition; they . also recognised: that,: if the
High Court ruled that the Order in Council
was illegal, the illegality could be immedi-
" ately rectified by Act of Parliament, and the
successful  parties  in - the . court would be
deprived “of. the fruits of their victory.

The whole position ' is absolutely . wrong.
We are  totally opposed to. preference  to
unionists; and our opposition is based upon
very sound grounds, particularly in the appli-
cation of - the . principle to. Government
employment. What. right have the Govern-
ment to say that a person must: belong to
& particular organisation before he can get
a j0b?  The Government have the right to
impose - taxation - upon- everybody. Why
should I be taxed to provide the revenue of
a : Governmens
servants - must  belong : to: a.. particular
organisation before they can work for the
country 2. The only basis of employment in
the public: service should be efficiency, and
not that an officer must belong to a parti-
“cular organisation. If that were right, it
would be equally right for the Government
to claim that an employee must belong to a
parbicular. political organisation before he
can-gecure the right to work.

The BECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
You have said that on a good many occa-
sions.

My MOORE : IT-have not. Fn the 1929 Act
we provided that preference could be granted
where it was: mufually agreed upon; and
certain ‘governing sections were put into the
Act providing: that the union books must be
kept openiand-that certain maximum fees
must: be ‘charged. - The  unions - could not
charge more than a certain maximum: fee
to individuals 'seeking' to ‘enter: their organ:
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isations. To-day we find that organisations
have closed their books and will not allow
individuals “to. join;- and. the Goveérnment
practically condemn: these people to-a life
of  starvation because they are wunable to
secure ‘admittance to an organisation which
has been granted preference in an industry
by the court.

Mr. Marsr: And they call this a free
country ! :

Mr. MOORE: I would like to quote the
following - letter - which i appeared - in . the
‘“Courier . of ' 20th- September  last:—

¢ 8ir,~~Will you please grant me space
to’ bring the following case to public
notice. .. I have a daughter, twenty-two
years of age, who has been out of work
for eighteen months, and for whom I
am allowed a half-day intermittent work
(6s. 9d.) per week. - After a long and
heartbreaking: search for work she was
fortunate enough to have offered to her a
position 'in one: of the meat shops- in
George” streeb. In' fact she was prac-
tically engaged when the manager asked
if she ‘was vegistered. . She had to say
“No,'and’ he then informed her that
if-she was registered he would start her
at once.  So:off she ‘went to the Trades
Hall, where she was informed-that the
books were closed, and that she could not
accept the position. 'She is in the Shop
Assistants’ Union, and. paid “her dues
until we could no longer do: 50, Now;
what I would like to know: ig:. Is the
Government in. any  ‘way ‘sincere .in the
unemployment - question 7 By’ ‘allowing
my daughter to work ‘my . intermittent
pay would be reduced; and she would be
paying unemployment. tax, etc., besides
bringing financial aid to a sorely stricken
house, where three adults' and the mother,
an invalid;, are existing on 14s. 6d. a
week after paying rent.—I am; sir, ete.”

I do not. believe for an instant that the
Order in Council is justifiable or that.it can
be justified in any way whatever.  The sec-
tion under which that Order in Council was
issued was never meant to permit the repeal
of an Act of Parliament. It is definitely and
specifically: set ‘out in the -Act of - Parlia=
ment- I have guoted. that preference cannot
be granted. If the Government wished.  to
grant preference - to “unionists; ~the proper
course  was. for them to’ bring down a Bill
and pass it through Parliament; but to do
it by Order’ in Council  is. quite wrong.

 Orders- in Council® are permissible "and  are

specifically provided for even'in  The Indus-
trial Arbitration Act of 19167 and they can
be issued to allow exemptions from the Arbi-
tration Court altogether. In certain instances
that power was used.. . Orders. in Couneil
are permissible when they are for the pur-
pose of carrying out the principles of the
Agt, or to modify or amend them; but I
cannot think for one instant that an Order
in Council conferring power upon the court
to grant preference. to unionists. is justified;
and I do. not" think for' one momerit that,
if this' act of the Government were tested
in court, it would be upheld:

This aspect of | the question was raised
before’ the Conciliation Commissioner; Mr.
Ferry ;- but: he: brushed it lightly . -on one
side; and said that it was'a question for the
President, and " that he would submit it to
the President. : It is not' a question for the
President of the court at all; it is' a question
of jurisdiction. I do-not suppose that the

My, Moore.]
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President of the court ever took the slightest
cognisance of - the remark: made. by Mz,
Ferry. It has nothing fo do with hin.
It would- have to do with him if the court
had: cared to undertake the investigation of
it at the time it was raised by Myr. Benjamin;
but it was not investigated.

The SrcrErTsRY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY :
Why did not Mr. Benjamin press the ques-
tion further?

Mr: MOORX:: For the very reason that I
have already explained. It would cost about
£100 - to have the point judicially deter-
mined,  and immediately it was determined
the employers would be faced with the posi:
tion that, if the court determined in their
favour, - the - Government could bring in an
amending - Act of Parliament watifying what
had been already done. They would, there-
fore; lose  any:advantage they had secured
from’ the court.

At the present time, when we are going
through &  most ‘difficult  period, the grant-
ing' of  preference - is ' absolutely . wrong.
There " are many men to-day who, through
force of circumstances, have been unable to
keep up their union ducs. - We have cases
coming before us every day where men have
had to pay up two and three. years’ dues
which they have not been able to pay before
they are allowed by the unions to- register
for work or to accept work. In many cases
the books of the union have been closed.  If
there is to be preference, then it should be
imperative  on’ the part of  the Government
to insist on the" books “of  the union. con-
cerned: being kept open: to allow any person
who/ desires to: join,  otherwise the Govern:
ment are conniving. ab &' systerma whereby
individuals who' through 'no: fault of their
own ‘aré unable: to get into’ an. organisation,
are to be rcondemned’ to idleness. - After
walking ‘round: the country and securing &
job,these people:are debarred from faking
that job ' because  the  Govertment, from
motives of political expediency,  have  pro-
claimed by an Order in Council that pre-
ference to. unionists is- to” be granted. The
whole: position: is' absolutely wrong.  -Ina
country. like this competency. to “carry’ out
the work® and the right to work should be
sine "qua  vnon. . It is’ unthinkable that an
individual should. be debarred from work
because the Government give the right to an
organisation to say whether or not that man
shall be admitted into the ranks of' the
organisation. It certainly cannot help the
position to-day. It also places the govern-
ment of the country practically in the hands
of some union secretary, who is to have the
right to say whether an individual shall or
shall not be entitled to earn his living. If
a person commits a orime, he goes before a
court; and the court may debar him from
following his ‘occupation %y putting him in
gaol; bub no union secretary should have the
right to say whether a person has the right
to-work - or not. Such & system offers an
opportunity for- victimisation, which; by the
way, Is carried on in a most extreme way.
It - also opens the  door - to favouritism,
which- is quite wrong. . The whole position
is' . intolerable. Had = the  Government
amended the Act to provide for preference
to: unionists, then the Opposition would
have had an opportunity of publicly discuss-
ing the matter and drawing abtention to the
necessity  for the books of the unions to be
kept ‘opent for intending members, if prefer-
ence were granted. . It 1s intolerable to think
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that the Order in Counecil in this instance
has been issued in direct opposition to a
specific. section in an. Act of Parliament,
which was passed later than the  original
Act of 1929, in which the conditions that
were allowable for preference to  unionists
were set out. Section 64, under which this
Order in Council was issued, was endcted
prior to the section in which it is definitely
set out that preference cannot be granted.

The Government have abused a privilege.
Although it may have been suggested ‘dur-
ing the election campaign that the' policy
of the Labour Party ~was  preference  to
unionists;, the proper way to- bring: it abous
was by amendment of the Act, and not in
the way it has been done now.. Hon. mem-
bers. on, both: sides have had many examples
brought . before theri of - the  hardships: in-
volved: to many: individuals,” who, after: suc-
ceeding “in finding *jobs, are not allowed to
take ‘them: - They are possibly required to
stand downand: wait their turn; or they
are faced with the position that the member-
ship books of the unions aré closed; and they
are’ thus debarred  from  obtaining . employ-
ment; ~ No Government can' justify such &
position” at any time, particalarly at a time
The' whole - position ' dis-
plays tyranny in the extreme.  Surely’ the
power should not” be placed in the hands
of any outside individual to say whether a
free. citizen in this country has the right
to'work or- not ! Vet that is ‘the. power
that the Government have handed over to
the secretaries of: these organisations, who
may close their books and say to & worker,
¢ Youcannot geta job.” "I gave an instance
where s certain individual was a member
of the Shop Assistants” Union, -and; when
she was offered ' ewrployment; she ‘was told
she had to register in” another union. . The
secretary of that union: said, * The books are
closed:’  As g result, that  individual was
condemned’ to idleness; as she could ‘nod
secure another job: It 1s no use saying that
the employer. will! put . on ' someone  else,
because inmany - instances  the employer
becomes  incensed, and’ says,  ‘“If I can’t
employ the person I want; L' will not employ
anyone. at all.?’ . The position  is entirely
wrong, and it cannot be justified under pre-
sent conditions.. We. have always besn: op-
posed to it in Parliament, and to bring it
in by Order in Council instead of amending
the Act is’ something that the Government
are unable to justify.

Mr. R. M. KING (Zogan) [11.46 am.J: I
agree” entirely - with the contention of the
Leader: of the Opposition that the Order
in Council brought in by the Labour Go-
vernment  giving -preference $o unionists is
ultra vires. Section' 64 of the Industrial
Conciliation = and - Arbitration . Act of ~1929
provides—

“ In addition to and without in any
way limiting the powers of the Governor
in Council under this Act, the Governor
in- Council. is hereby empowered from
time to time by Order 1n Council to
issue’ such orders and give such direc-
tions " and “prescribe such matbters’ and
things, whether in addition to or amend-
ment of or in rmodification of this. Act
or any other Act, as will be calculated
to: give full effect: to the objects and
purposes of this Act, or as will be cal:
culated” to safeguard the requirements
and wellbeing of the people and: secure
peace in industry.”’
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It will be noticed that the powers are limited
to  giving: ‘“such ~directions and prescribe
such matters and things, whether in addi-
tion to or amendment of or in  modifica-
tion' of this-Act.” I say without hesitation
that the Government have - exceeded  the
powers they received under that section; and
that they have’ introduced :a principle by
Order in Council which the section of the
Act does not. empower. them  to introduce.
Apart from: that altogether, supposing they
had the power under’ that section we have
the Act passed in 1930, section 10 of which
provides— :

‘“ Notwithstanding anything contained
in this Act or in any other Act or law
or rule of law or usage or practice or
%ncocess of law to the contrary, it is
1ereby  declared” that the court . .. or
Coneciliation Commissioner: or board shall
not have power or jurisdiction to award
preference to employees being members
of any union or organisation or fo em-
ployees not belonging to: any union: or
organisation j———"’

Now mark these words—
¢ and nothing contained. in- this ‘Act or
in any other Act or law or rule of law or
usage or practice or process of:law shall
be construed s as to’ give the court i ..
or Conciliation Commissioner  or  board
siich ‘power or jurisdiction.’’

The ‘section also gives limited powers as to

preference’ to: returned sailors and -soldiers,

and - preserves’ the right of the unions’ fo

collect fees:

Here we have an Act of Parliament passed
in 1929 giving the Governor in Council a
limited power to do certain things; and we
say that the Government went beyond the
power granted by that Act in doing some-
thing by Order in Council which they had
no- power to do.  But, even supposing they
have that power under that particular Act,
we have the subsequent Act, which sbates
that they shall not do it; and the point I
wish to make is that in' the interpretation
of statutes, when a subsequent Act repeals a
former Act, it can either be done by impli-
cation or by express words. . The provision
in' the ‘Act of 1929 is: repealed by express
words: in the Act of 1930.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
As g matter of fact, you left that power
in the old Ach:

My B M. KING: It is not in the 1929
Act T the power is'in the 1929 Act, here
we have an express section in. the 193G Act
which states that preference cannot be given
to - tinionists.” There is no clouding of the
issue’ in any shape or form. - There is no
necessity to try to arrive at a conclusion by
implication ;. the provision in the Act of
1928 ig repealed in express: words by section
10 of .the Act of 1930. If the Government
acted under section 64 of the 1929 Act, think-
ing they had the power, by Order in Coun-
cil; to authorise the court to grant preference
to unionists, they exceeded their jurisdiction,
because section 10 of the 1930 Act expressly
forbids’ them doing so. E

Under these circumstances I say that the
Industrial Court is wrong in" granting pre-
forence.
Industry says, anyone can appeal to a higher
tribunal, but it would be futile to do so.
As 'the Leader of the Opposition pointed out,
it would cost” money, and the whole object
would -~ be  defeated,. because the present
Government would deal with the matter by
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Act of Parliament.. We cannot prevent the
Government from giving preference if it is
their policy ; but they should do it by passing
an Act, and not try to exercise under Order
in Council a power which does not exist, and
which, in addition, is expressly forbidden
by Act of Parliament.

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [11.58 a.m.]:
On: 11th October last I submitted a question
to the Secretary for Labour and Industry
as to whether relief workers, either on inter-
mittent. or  rotational relief schemes, were
compelled to’ join the Australian Workers’
Union or any other union as a condition
necessary o securing a job.. The Minister
replied —

1. Relief workers, either intermittent
or rotational, paid by the Department of
Labour. are not compelled to become
members of a union as a condition neces-
sary to secure a job.

“2. 1 have no knowledge of the union
organisers. worrying any man on: these
jobs.”

When I asked. the question, I had cerfain
information beéfore me, and I have secured .
farther: information on. the  point  since. T
would . 'like  to read the following. letter
received. from a rotational worker at Bunda-
berg, dated : 30th- October  last:-—

“In vegard to. w statement made in
Parliament. re rotational relief work by
M, M. P. Hynes (Minister: for Labour
and Industry) to. Mr. Maher, that relief
workers were not compelled to take union
tickets to obtain the jobs, I would kindly
ask you if you would ask My. Hynes to
explain his statement, as I have been
working on a rotational relief job here.
We get eight weeks’ work under the relief
scheme at full time, and are compelled
to take tickets, for which we have to
sign an order to have it stoppad out of
our wages.

“In the face of Mryr. Hynes's state-
ment, T think we are not entitled to take
that  ticket, - and you would do myself
and many others a great favour if vou
would inquire into the statement of Mr
Hynes through the House at the earliest
possible date, and: ask him to explain- it,
also if we could get a refund.”

To emphasise’ further that the  Australian
Workers: Union is very active ab the present
time’ in canvassing  relief workers to' take
oub: tickets; I quote the following advertise-
ment which appeared in the Gympie * Truth’
on Monday, 10th' October, 1932:—

“Widgee Shire employees are notified
torenew - their . 1932-33 - Australian
Workers’ Union tickets.. Tickets procur-
able at ¢ Truth” office.”

That is sigmed by  H. Boland, organiser.”’
A- considerable number of the shire workers
are relief workers; so that the union has
come oub into the open by inserting  this
advertisement calling upon the men to take
oub union tickets.

There is a relief. job in the area of the
Beaudesers Shire Council, and an organiser
of the Australiah Workers' Union  named
Perrebt. has been on’ that job on different
occasions, ~and.  numbers. of . men . have
responded to-his request to join the union,
whilst -~ others have refused.  He informed
them - that the Australian Workers’. Union
had power,  under: the local ‘authorities’
award; to conipel the men to join the union
within one: month; - otherwise their places

Mr. Maher.]
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would be taken and unionists put on. I am
told by men working on the job that Mr.
Perrett used a  good deal’ of bounce, and
told the rvelief workers that: they must take
out tickets or -get: off “the job. I have here
evidence as to the method that is adopted.
It appears that the -Australian  Workers’
Union- is using the local authorities as col-
lecting ‘agencies in order to get.the money
from the workers. - Apparently it has little
faith -in the relief workers taking tickets by
normal means, s0 the organiser produces an
order or assignment form, which reads some-
thing like this—
“ Mo Shire Clerk.
¢ Pleage . pay . Australian = Workers’
Union the sum of £1. 5. on my behalf,
the ‘veceipt of the said A.W.U. for such
amount shall be good and: sufficient’ dis-
charge.’” i :
Then follows the signature.
The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY @
That  is done - for the convenience of « the
employees.

Mr. MAHER: It is for the convenience
of the Australian Workers’ Union. It is
rather extraordinary that we have reached
a position in which employers generally, and
. particularly semi-governmental bodies like
local authorities; can be compelled by Indus-
trial. Court awards to collect for the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union the amount involved
in the purchase of union tickets.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
That is. done  voluntarily by the. shire
authorities.

Mr.  MAHER: That' is not so. - There . is
8 clause - in- the: loeal authorities’ ‘award
reading Like this—

“TThe "employer shall; at: the request
in. writing - of “the -Australian ' Workers
<Union, ‘out of the money due 1o such
employée in respect of wages, deduct the
yearly: contribution of such employee as
2, member: of the said union.”

There 'is nothing ‘voluntary about. that.

The: SECRETARY FOR' LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :

% is done at the request of the employee.

Mr. MAHER: Not at all.. Request does
not. enter into it at all.. The award makes
it imperative that the amount shall be paid
when the assignment or order is presented
by the organiser and as the worker’s wages
become available. This is #n extraordinary
procedure whereby the court is giving direc-
tions that employers must act as collecting
agencies for the Australian Workers’ Union
and:. other —unions;  a  procedure  which is
illegal “and’ contrary to the principles laid
down in the Wages Act.  Section 20 of ¢ The
Wages Act of 181877 provides—

““ Bxcept as hereinafter provided-

(1.} The entire amount of the wages
earned by or payable to'any worker
shall “be actually paid to such worker
in' - money, - and - nob ; otherwiss, - at
intervals of not  more than one month
if demanded : Provided' that in case
of the termination of the employment
the entire amount of such wages shall
be so paid within three days after such
termination if demanded;

(ii.) Every payment made fo any
such worker' by his employer of or in
receipt of any 'such  wages by the
delivering to him of goods; or other-
wise 'than in money, is hereby declared
illegal and void.”

[Mr. Maher.
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Section 27, which emphasises the foregoing,
provides—
“In . any. proceedings against
employer, company, or person—
(e) for the breach of any provision
of this Part; or
(b) for the ‘recovery by the worker
of money alleged to have been: taken,
received, deducted, or' detained from
him in breach of any. provision of this
Part;
the fact that the worker consented theréto
‘shall not avail in any way as an znswer
or defence.”

any

I'submit that the Industrial Court in issuing
awards on a. great number  of . industrial
applications to-day ‘authorising employers’ to
deduct - union ~ fees  from - the " wages of
employees is acting in direct contravention
of *“The Wages Act-of 1918.7 The action
of ‘the-court:is illegal, ‘and the action  of
the local authorities and the employers who
make - such 'deductions is. distinctly illegal;
and employees are entitled o rédress if they
care. o proceed. It is ' an extracrdinary
thing that a great union like the Australian
Workers” Union should’ be reduced to the
stratagem of plundering the unfortunate relief
workers in the matter of union tickets in

the circumstances ruling in Queensland just .

now.. - Whatever  justification there  might
have  been: for - its "action in roping - in
employees engaged on full time in industry,
I can’ only say that its action towards the
relief - workers  is. entirely  wrong. . It .is
unjust, - ghoulish,: ‘and’ tyrannous  for  the
Australian Workers”. Union or for any other
union . to pursue the  unfortunate  relief
workers, who 'secure only eight weeks rota-
tional labour, snd compel them to pay a sum

of 2bs., which 1§ altogether out of propor-:

tion: to. the ‘amount  they  edrn.

My, Niywmo: - What  happens
money ?

Myr. MAHER: That is a very interesting
point. What benefits do the: relief workers
secure. in -return for the payment of 25s.?
The income  and expenditure: account of the
Australian “Workers”: Union: shows: a fotal
expenditure of £65,633; of which the follow:
ing are some of the items:—

with the

o
e

Salary to branch secretary: .. 870
Branch president, Mr. Fallon ' 580
District secretaries (6) ... 3,050
Assistants to secretary R
Organisers  of  AW.U. . 11,389
HExpenses of organisers 1,660
Motor. car hire ... 5,116
“Worker . dues 6,500

The figure for motor car hire really makes
the motor car expenses of Labour Ministers
look rather mild.
¢ Australian
£1,050.”

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is the item that hurts you.

Mr.. MAHER: That is the item: which
makes unionism a farce. (Interjections.)

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is the cause of your antagonism.

Mr. MAHER: It is «diverting legitimate
trade union organisation: from its . lawful
avenue of assisting and benefiting  its mem:
bers into @ concern for subsidising a political
organisation. The = balance-sheet  of ~ the

Labour = Party - Dues,

v
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Australian Workers” Union also discloses the
following items of expenditure:—

“ Advance . New: South  Wales
Australian Workers” Union 15,000
Head office subsidy - 2 669
Loan. to. Brishane ‘ Standard’ 15 8007

Apparently there are no. leaders. in the Pax-
liamentary Labour Party of this State show-
ing . such  affluence as the Leader of the
Labour Party in. New South Wales; who
personally made - a loan of £13,700 to the
“ Labour Daily ” in’ that State:

Mr. SPEAXER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is being ‘allowed a considerable amount
of latitude, but I think he had better remain
within the State.

Mr, MAHER : T am grateful for the lati-
tude you have allowed me, Mr. Speaker.
Another item of expendlture ig— .

“ Brisbane * Worker” Loan;, £5,500.”

The: members  of ~the Australian. Workers’
Union  have nothmg to- show  for: their sub~
seriptions: - The  “miscellanecus -expenses’
of “the ufiion “are ‘shown at the substantial
sum- of £8,570.  That  heading covers 'a
multitude of sing, ;

Then at the bottom of the balance-sheet; in
striking “contrast to the lavish expendl’nme
on ‘political parties, ‘motor cars, expenses of
organisers. and their salaries, ‘we  find the
little ‘sum of " £27 Bs: opposﬁ;e the “item
¢ Unemployment - Boot: Repair ~ Scheme.”
{Opposition. laughter.) ' That stands out in
bold relief "against  the lavish expenditure
of the Australian Workers” Union.: It must
be a sorry position for any thinking member
of the union on looking over the balance-
sheet and  studying the expenditure; if he
asks himself, “ Out of the large amount of
25s.” per annum Which is_collected from me;
what benefit am T receiving in return? Am
I not helping to maintain a great body of
men who have little or no regard for my
interests 7"’ - No effort is made by the ‘union
leaders $o advance legitimate trade unionism.
{Government- interruptions.)

Mr.  SPEAKER - Order ! If the debate is

allowed ‘to proceed on these lines, it is-likely

" to. become’ acrimonious.: It is necessary that
the hon. member who has the floor should be
allowed to proceed without interruption: If
any other hon. member feels that he would
like to make' a speech, then he is: allowed
forty minutes in which to do so:

Mr.. MAHER:: It must be a sorrier: spec-
tacle: still for the unfortunate relief: worker
to find ‘that; when ‘after six ‘or eight or ten
months’ - idleness he at last is able to secure
s -rotational job for eight weeks, he is bound
hand - and foot to  become a member of the
Australian ‘Workers™ Union under the direc:
tion: of the Industrial Court; which' granted
that body preference” to its “members. The
organiser of the union does mnot" attempt to
collect ‘the price of the ticket from the relief
worker; notwithstanding that’ the organisa-
tion has an abundance of money, because a
provision: has been inserted in the award by
‘the court—quite contrary to the Wages Act—
that the: employer. must collect the amount
of the union  dues. That is conscription of
the ‘worst kind, and it is something that I
do not think any reasonable man can justify
under any circumstances. . I have had scores
of ‘complaints  from  relief  workers in. my
own. electorate ‘and in outside centres since
1 asked my question in Parliament.. These

{9 Novemsrr.]

Supply. 1449

men “complain bitterly that they are called
upon’ to pay- 25s. for a union ticket which
ig taken from them in the manner indicated.
They are told that;, if: they do not pay, they
will have to leave the job.

There is also the question of arrears. Some
of these men in different callings find that
during the past few years of the depression
they have ot been: able to maintain their
union - membership and: have- fallen  irto
arrears. I have received complaints that the
unions are: insisting, not only that these men
must rejoin’ the. union’ concerned as a cons
dition precedent. to securing = employment,
but also that they must pay up the whole
of " their ‘arrears. = That 1s tyrannical; mno
reasonable man can justify 1. The Aus-
tralian Workers” Union has always been an
organisation that most men think has tried
to take. a constitutional stand, and it has
always appealed to me as havmg a. greaver
percentage of - big' men  than: many - other
trades unions; but I am afraid it has fallen
from its high ‘estate and is loging the ésteem
of " many  workers when it iy preparsd to
plundeér “the  unfortunate  reliéf  worker in
the manner I have indicated. I have had
other complaints made to me; bat have not
been able to secure Vemﬁcatxon of them; as
1o activities of union organisers a,mm]gut the
intermittent’ relief Workers Hon. members
will~have noted 'that I have made a distinc-
tion 8¢ far between: rotational relief workers
and : intermittent: relief workers: ' I have
boen assured by intermittent relief workers
that the union- organisers have been worry-
ing them on- the job. and putting forward
proposals: that - these men: should pay for
union: tickets; costing' 25s.,- ab the rate of
Is. per week.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is absolutely untrue.

Mr. MAHER: As I say, I am not able
to bring any evidence fo support my sbate-
ment.  The men who are on the job- have
complained to ‘me, ~and that is . the -only
information: that I.can give,

The SEcRETARY ¥OR LABOUR AND INDUSTEY:
Where are these men on the job?

Mr. MAHER : These men are city workers.
I do not know the particular job on which
they ‘are working.

The SECRETARY FOR- LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
What are their names? How can I make
inguiries ‘unless: I get particulars?

Mr. MAHER : They have come tc me-ab
Parliament  House and told me——

The' SeCrEIARY FOR' LABOUR -AND INDUSTRY :
Youare a liar!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!: The Minister
knows that the term is unparliamentary, and
he must withdraw.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
I withdraw.

Mr. MAHER: It is evident that, when the
Minister stated in reply to my question that
relief “workers, either intermittent or rota-
tional, are not compelled to becoms members
of ‘a union as’'a condition necessary to securs
a - job,  he ‘was  éntirely ‘wrong; and his
statement in  Parliament conflicts with the
decision. of the. Industrial Court, which is
controlled by the department of which he is
the administrative head.

I wish to bring. those matters before ths
notice of the Minister and express the hope
that he may use hig undoubted influence with.

My, Maher.]
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the Australian Workers’ Union to see that;
if it is going to 'insist on preference to
unionists and on relief workers taking out
union tickets,’ at least the concession should
be given to the relief worker that he shall
only be required to pay an:amount propor-
tionate to the period of his engagement. In
other words, if the union  ticket costs 25s.
and a relief worker secures employment for
two months, which is onewsixth of a year,
the total amount charged for the union
ticket, giving him full benefits of unionism,
if any, shall be 4s. 2d.

Mz. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [12.15 pom.]:
I wish to-reply to the statement made by
the hon.. member for Logan that the Order
in" Council- which was issued by the Govern-
ment is ultra vires, - The hon. member only
read a4 certain  portion. of  section: 64, and
I object: to. any hon. member making state-
ments in this Chamber which have g tendency
to mislead  hon. rcembers. as to- the “actual
position. -The ‘reading - of - that' section is
very unfair, particularly when it comes from
a- legal man, when the next section: is the
one under which: the Order in Council was
issued by the Government. I will read the
section as read by the kon. member for
Logan. Section 64 of ¢ The Industrial Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Act of 1929 *? reads—
““ In" addition to- and. without in any
way limiting the powers of the Governor
in Council under this Act; the Governor
in’ Council is hereby empowered from
time to timie by Ozder in Council o issue
such - orders. and  give such ~directions
and  prescribe stich matters and. things,
whether in addition to or amendment of
or’ inmodification’ of  this: Aci or: any
other Act, as will be calculated to give
full “effect to the “objects and' purposes
of this ‘Act.?” :

The. hon.: member stopped there, and then
dealt with section-10 of the Amendment Act
of. 1930, which absolutely forbids the Indus-
trial Court to grant preference to unionists.
If that was the whole section; there would
be something in the “argument of the hon.
gentleman, but the section goes on to say—
“or as will be calculated to safeguard
the requirements and well-being of the

people and secure peace in industry.”’

Mr. R, M. King: I quoted that.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am afraid the

hon. member did not.

Mr. R. M. King: I did.

Mr. P, K. COPLEY: The section con-
tinues—

¢ And every such order, direction, and

rule’ shall' be obeyed.  Any such Order

in. Council made. ‘or purporting to be

made under this Act shall be of the same

validity, as if it’ were " enacted in. and

formed, part of this. Act, and shall be

judicially noticed, and shall not be ques-
tioned in any’ proceedings whatever.”

I contend that the words, ‘“or as will be
calculated to safeguard the requirements and
wellbeing - of the people and secure peace
in industry ”’ give to the Governor in Coun-
cil the right to say what amendments will
be in the interests and well-being of the
people; and; if the Government of the day
feel " that preference to unionists is in the
interest: and well-being  of the people,  as
provided - by that ' section, they are ‘quite
within’ their rights in exercising the rights
that ‘the: late Government in' their wisdom

[Mr. Maher.
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vested in the Governor in Council. I submit
that it is ridiculous for ‘any member to say
that ‘an Order in Council made under that
section is ultra vires.

Mr. R. M. Kwe: How do you get over
section 10 of 1930 Act?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : Section 10 of the
1930 Act would be of importance only if
section 64 of the 1920 Act said what I thought
the hon. member said it does say. The first
portion of the section definitely states, ‘¢ as
will be calculated to give full effect {o the
objects and purposs of this Act.”” - Section
10 of the amending Act is cerfainly deemed
to set oub one of the objects of the Act; bub
section 64 goes further than: that. It says
the' Governor ' in' Council’ can do  anything
consistent - with' the objects ‘of the Act or
do anything calculated: to ‘safeguard  the
requiremcents: and. well-being of  the “people;
TheOrder in- Council can do either of two
things. “Firstly, it: can do anything consistent
with the provisions of the Act and, secondly;
it can do anything to modify or amend the
Act, - Does ' not the preference clanse amend
the "Act 7 There is no’ guestion about the
Order in  Council amending the Agt, ‘gnd
section 64 gives power to the Governor in
Council to amend- the Act.. On the hon:
member’s own  statement,  apart from  the
wellbeing of the people, the Order in Coun-
cil can amend the Act. There is no guestion
about that, and I am submitting that it is
absolutely futile to argue that section' 64
precludes the Governor in  Council  from
bringing in any Order in Council to deal
with the matter.

The hon. member for West Moreton saw
fit to deal with the question of wages, and
quoted certain sections of the Wages Act to
show that wages had to be paid in full within
three days, and he quoted certain exceptions
set out-in the Act. I do not intend to
tackle that point.

The hon. ‘member mentioned at the same
time ' that there is provision in the local
suthorities award giving a local authority
power to miake these deductions. I. would
point out to the hon. member—and I think
the hon. member for Logan and the hon.
member for Gympie will agree with me—that
where a- subsequent Act is passed dealing
with a special matter an amendment in that
later Act will impliedly delete or amend any
general provisions of the law where it is not
specifically - dealt with. - Here  we have 1in
the local authorities award a specific section
giving power to the local authority to do
these things; and I submit that that abso:
lutely repeals or puts an additional excep-
tion into the Act to allow of that deduction
being made, because of the Industrial Con-
ciliation Act section making it of the same
value as a section of the Act. I want further
to state that, even taking the hon, member
for West Moreton on his own ground, section
28 of the Wages Act of 1918 provides many
exceptions - whereby - contracts : between
employer and employee can: be made.  Sub-
section (2) of that section states— :

“Thiy . provision: shall: not' be con-
strued to prevent an employer— . ‘
(o). Pursuant to an agréement with a
worker, from making any deduction or
stoppage - from: the wages of such
worker for oriin respect of any of the
matters: or things in this section here-
inbefore: mentioned: -
(b) From advancing to any worker
any money to be by him contributed
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$o any friendly society,” life insurance
company. or association; savings bank,
or other society  or association what-
ever, or’to: any Commonwealth. War
Loan. or: War Savings Certificates, or
from - advancing ‘any money: for: the
“relief of 'the 'worker or his- wife’ or
family in sickness, or from-advancing
any - money . to ~any person. by the
“Worker’s ‘order; or: from advancmg fo
any " worker the amount - of - any
steamer, . railway, or . coach: fare, or
other: travelling . expense, = or'. from
dedygcting or contracting to deduct from
the “wages of ~the ‘worker: any such
sumor sums of mouey ~advanced . as
aforesaid.”

Mr. Moore: That refers fo 'moneys thab
have been advanced:

Myl P KCOPLEY: These'are advances
made from the salaries of the person to the
society or: assobiation = corcerned. At the
same time there.is a mandatory provision. I
~doi not  think the hon: member for West
Moreton is sincere if 'he putbs up the state-
ment that they are precluded because of that
provision  in the Wages. Act from  doing
what the Local Authorities "Act says they
can do; but I am submitting that: even in
the Wages Act itself thers is‘a provision for
the employer o .deduct: the money: for the
union:from: the: wages.

Mz, Moors: Yes; if ‘he likes.

Mr.. P K. COPLEY ' I go further, and
say that, in addition to: advancing, I think
that section would allow the employer; if he
wished, to advance the amount payable to the
Australian Workers” Union, and to deduct
it by weekly payments from the man’s salary
if he desired the amount to be advanced on
his behalf. Many employers do that.

Mr. Moozre: If he wishes.

Mr. P. K.  COPLEY: Yes. Apart from
that, there is a mandatory provision in the
local authorities award; but I am arguing on
the other ground altogether.

I think I have made clear those few points
to hon. members opposite. I have listened
with interesy to the remarks:made by hon:
members opposite this morning on:the ques-
 tion of preference to.unionists. There is no
doubt that from one particular point of view
the ‘¢age mentioned by the Lieader of the
Opposition’ is-a bad’ case; but, no- matter
what law is inforce; we shall always find
anomalies existing under it. . I stand four-
“.square with' the policy - of  this party on
preference to unionists, for this reason: We
have an. apprenticeship systém, - certainly
emasculated: to a- certain’ extent by the late
Government. We are endeavouring to bring
back the true’ provisions of apprenticeship.
We have men in various callings who, after
years of study, have become proficient in
certain’ lines of work and are qualified to
do it efficiently.  In many: instances, in the
“interest of - public safety alone, -a certain
camount of skill in workmen is imperative—
for' 'ingtance, ~amongst - men  working on
scaffolding,  where a skilled tradesman is
required  for the safety of others, and even
toprotect the lives of individual members
of i the community. = I contend that. it
would:  be  scandalous for this Government
to.say  that - any: man should have . the
right to ‘go. on. to any job such as that
because the employer thinks fit to select him;
and T cannot appreciate the point of view
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of hon.: members opposite’ who ~suggest if.
It is not right that a man who has spent
time and money, and who has given years

"~ of work to a calling, perhaps, at a very low

wage, in the hope of getting a better refurn
from a skilled trade, should be frustrated by
the doctrine that hon. members - opposite
would apply.

But let us go furthér and deal with the
question  from - the  point of view of the
unskilled man.- We have men working in
callings where particular skill is not required,
but where a certain ~amount of experience
and practice ensures in a. workman the
ability to do that work better than a man
who has not had that experience.” A man
engaged in “such work will become accus-
tomed " to it ‘and be capable of competing
with his fellows in such work: Hon. mem-
bers opposite, however, contend that a man
who' has been doing work" in' one particular
line for, perhaps; a year and is then thrown
outof work for a -couple’ of weeks should
have ‘the ‘opportunity : of  securing’ employ-
ment by ‘going over- the: heads of men in
oceasional  or seasonal ‘work ‘who: have not
been  working  practically the “whole ~year
round. I consider  that ‘is’ unsound, and
that the  work  in seasonal -and’ cccasional
ocoupations. s ‘work . which men " usually
engaged:. in’ should expect  to - get. " 1t
makes for the wellbeing and security  of
the- State. that  people  should stick to one
linie “of  eraploymerit; “and:' that criss-crossing
from one sphere of employraent to" another
should be' prevented. ' It makes: for better
results- in’ thé industries themselves. -~ Hon.
members opposite may say that an employee
who has been engaged in a certain capacity
in one calling is able to fill a clerical posi-
tion ~or a cashier’s position in a buicher’s
shop. It may be all right in that particular
instance, where there is a marked similarity
between the work of a cashier or a shop
assistant in a drapery or groecery store and
a cashier in a butcher’s shop; but, if the
precedent is established or the thin end. of
the wedge is allowed to' enter, the. whole
principle is in danger; and I; therefore; say
that, because of ‘a- particular instance- such
as: that; one. cannot. argue’ that the general
ruleis: bad. . One cannot argue from the
particular $o the general. We all admit that
there ‘are ‘aromalies in - the  most ~perfect
system; and we should do our best: to have
them' remedied:’ Hon. ‘members. know: that
there are ways of dealing with them.  Cases

‘have: come before the- Industrial Court in

which applications have been made for pet-
mission to work employees  at less. than
award: rates;. and I do not know that the
late Government did anything to prevent the
exercise of that right., In fact, every bit of
legislation they introduced was calculated to
smash the wunions if they - possibly “could.
Their efforts' may hiave had some effect in
that they may have caused the weaker mem-
bers in the unions’ ranks to be prepared to
bow their heads to the employer; but the
heart of the union movement is- as sound
to-day as: it was' when the Moore Govern-
ment assumed. office’ in 1929.  The workers
would not-be beaten or biowbeaten by the
late: Government, “and the union- forces in
Queensland."are. stronger' to-day because of
the test that  they underwent.. They have
m}?% in their ranks to-day who are worth
while:

Some hon. members opposite have stated
that men have:'complained to them  that

Myr.P. K. Copley.]
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they ‘were being harassed: for their umion
fees.” The men who are complaining: to them
to-day were arongst the first in the rush to
“get: the betteér conditions provided by pre-
ference. to: unionists,. by. Labouyr legislation
generally; and. by the advocacy of the unions.
They' “accepted . everything  that ~a Liabour
(Giovernment ~ was: “able to ‘provide. - They
accepted  all  the benefits. of - preference  to
unionists and  all the benefits that a strong
industrial force was able to win for them;
but the moment a reactionary Government
endeavoured to. smash the industrial forces
they “decided that they did not wish to be a
" party to the struggle  on- the side of the
unionists.. Would, the: men who complained
to the hon. member for West. Moreton refuse
to “accept: any  benefit that unionism  could
provide” for them ¥ Not. for one moment !
They are. prepared: to complain  and: to
squeal; but they are also prepared: to hold
out'their hands for-the benefits to be derived
at the financial  expense  of the unionists,
towards “which - they ate not prepared to
contribute. a few shillings peér @nnum.

My, Costerno: How would 'you: describe
the industrial conditions to-day?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : They are in a miser-
able state of chaos due to the administration
of the Moore Government for a period of
three years.  (Interruption.)

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! I have already
issued & ‘warning about interruption during
the course: of this debate. '+ T shall not issue
any: further warning. ' If an hon. member
decides not to play the game; then he will
be named;. irrespective of ‘s’ position.

Mr:RPo X, COPLEY : The industrial con-
ditions 'were broken: ‘down  because of the
administration . .of ‘the Moore. Government
and because of their methods in ‘dealing with
preference: to unionists and. industrial legis-
lation generally. T venturs the opinion that;
had' the ' late “Administration ‘continded in
office; the rate of ‘pay to the relief worker
would: have  been the standard ‘prescribed
for:‘all sections of  the community " to-day.
There might have beéen some justification’ for
g fixation of wages -at a lower: level; if
price-fixing had been: thoroughly “exercised;
and if the protection of price-fixing methods
had been extended to the community. T do
not suggest for one moment that the House
should ~consider: the possibility of reducing
wages still further.” The economic theory of
low" wages and reduced costs of. production
has been exploded the world over; and the
world is' coming to a better realisation: of
the fact that: the' prosperity of ‘& countty
depends upon the wage fund available to the
workers:

Mr.  GoprreEYy: MOREAN ;- Nonsense !

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : The hon. member is
entitled: to ' his' opinion; = Some ~countries
may not - be able  to - maintain’ a4  wage
standard as high as. other countries because
of - certain peculiar: conditions; - but the
financial -geniuses -of the world to-day are
adopting. methods ‘of  exchange: and “other
~ methods with a view to preserving the wage
standards and: the conditions of living gene-
rally in those countries that are able to pro-
vide ‘a higher standard than other countries.
L, for one, hope. that the Government will
continue. their . administration: in the ~way
that they:' have done in' the ‘past.”: There
will then be ‘no  justification for the hon.
member forSandgate or for any other hon.
member to proclaim: at the ‘end of three years
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that our  prophecy did not come: to pass.
Labour will go forward, and- will continue
to - carry. the . banner - of = the - people
triumphantly. :

Mr. NIMMO - (Ozley) [12.35 p.m.]:. The
Industrial Court is- costing  the people of
Queensland: a large sum of money, and
do not think they are getting value for that
expenditure.  If the court went into the facts
of the case and did its' duty by the workers
by investigating all the causes and troubles
which industry is suffering from, then some
value  would be returned to the people: for
that  expenditure.  We have the spectacle
to:day - of cerfain matters being. brought
before: the court: and' determined in an off-
hand manuner; - As ‘a matter of. fact, the
court: is| becoming a joke.  We have men
going to-a lot of trouble preparing a case
for presentation:to the court on applications
for: preference to. unionists.”  They show in
no' unmistakable manner that, if preference
is granted, it will be avery serious’ thing
for the: industry  concerned.  The' Commis-
sioner is seated on' the. bench  in iceberg
fashion, immovable, and; when all the facts
are placed before him, he simply remarks,
¢ Preference is granted.”

I vegeived a letter the other day from a
man who had appeared before the court and
placed all the facts: before it. He told me
that it was' simply a waste of time appear-
ing. It'is a tragedy that the State should
be saddled with the expenditure for this tri-
bunal-when a decisionis arrived at before
the evidence is heard at all. 1 had-to go
to.the court récently on the question of pre-
ference fo  unionists.. 1 waited there for a
considerable. ‘period;  but, after witnessing
what had:happened to those who had pre-
ceded me; I considered 1t to 'be absolutely
useless for me to wait any longer.. I, there-
fore, delegated my task to someone else; and
left the ‘court’ knowing full well that  the
decision in the matter I was interested in
would: be-exactly the same as it was in the
previous ‘cages. - Where is’preference. to
uniorists ‘going to: lead the country: and the
Government ? - It will' reduce  the whole "of
the “workers to  abject slavery. ' They must
join a union before they can secure:a job;
unless they do so, they have no opportunity
of securing work in an industry where pre-
ference has been granted. I know of indus-
tries which have been functioning for years
and have quite a good class of employees
who have had nothing to do with unions.
In quite a number. of cases young people
are engaged as clerks and have never been
members of ‘a. union; buf, to-day, Caesar
has ‘spoken; and they are compelled -to toe
the mark and join the union.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Don’t you: think they. should ‘contribute to
the wunion which has been instrumental in
securing them. better conditions?

Mr. NIMMO : The unions to-day are poli-
tical bodies.  As the hon. member for West
Moreton: pointed out, the funds are nob used
to benefit' the workers, but are ‘used in the
interests of certain individuals.. The worker
is now compelled to go cap in hand to union
officials before he can ‘get a job. There is no
reward  for - ability; and no" cognisance ‘is
given to the fact that one man may. be a
better workman - than another,  while; no
matter how good a workman a man may be,
he is denied the right to a job if the union
likes to- oppose: his application: for member-
ship.. - Within the last three or four weeks
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I have had at least 100 rings on the tele-
phone from various electors in my electorate,
saying; ‘‘ Suvrely it is' not a law of the land
that we must join a union?”’ These people
must.join'a union, becauss it is the law of
the land. I say: advisedly  that, although
the Government may think that by build-
ing up the unions they will establish-a.fund
which™ will  be: helpful to them' at -election
time, yet the day will come when they will
be very sorry .for’ the: position they: have
created.” They are now. creating an octopus
which  will extort  blackmail: ~from  every
worker. We hear a lot of talk ‘about: racke-
teering being ' practised in' industry in the
United States of America, ~Are nof the trade
unions as constituted to-day putting a racket
over ‘every workman in this State? . Every
workman has had a racket pub on him, and,
nio matber what payments are asked of them,
they: must pay.. In one of the industrial
centres in my electorate on a recent Satur-
day a deputation of working men waited on
me, " and “complained = that - the  charge for
union- membership was still 28s. a year, the
samie  as when conditions were flourishing:
Although’ the ‘cost.of living has c¢ome down;
union dues are still at the same high figure.
I ‘am protesting ‘to-day on.behalf of the
majority of ‘my electors against this iniqui:
tous: bax which is:being forced on the people.
I-had confirmation of ‘the ‘statements made
by the hon. member for West Moreton when,
last > Monday, I was told in ' Ipswich that
union’ orgarisers  were  going. amongst: the
intermittent relief ‘workers and other workers
insidiously - suggesting '~ that' they. should
become members of the union; otherwise they
would have no' chance ‘'of securing the eight
weeks” rotational work:  That is an indirect
way of making men pay a tax for the sake
of the unions.

My, Grepgon: That is an absolute mis-
statement.  The organiser is doing nothing
of the sort.

Mr. NIMMO: It is no misstatemens.. The
information was conveyed to me last” Mon-
day morning that that was being done in the
Ipswich: district:

My Grepson:: Nothing of the sort is being
done.

My s NIMMO : Let us now analyse “what
benefits ‘are obtained from membership of a
Uunion.

»The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Compare . the conditions: to-day  with = con-
ditions which  existed " before  the ~workers
were: organised.

My NIMMO y - The . hon. “member . for
Kurilpa ‘said this' morning that low wages
are no’ good; ‘but no wages at all are: infi-
nitely: worse. If the preference to unionists
policy is‘continued, and the employers are
allowed: to ‘employ only those who ‘are sent
by the unions; we shall: become so inefficient
that other: States and countries will wipe the
floor with s when' we  find "~ ourselves in
competition  with: them. Remember we have
free trade within ' the “Commonwealth, and
there is no possibility ‘of “erecting a trade
barrier ‘to . prevent  Southern  goods from
coming to Queensland. . Preference - to
unionists ‘is ‘one of the worst ways of level-
ling all workers down to the lowest grade:

If ‘the unions were made attractive, and
if it were: an honour'to belong to a union,
is it not reasonable to think that the unions
could . manage : without - preference being
granted to them? :The unions would then
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give service to their members. ~Instead of
that, we have a most anomalous state of
affairs.” For example, last week a man told
me that the  secretary of the Federated
Clerks’ Union called on him and said that,
if he  did rot become a member of the
union; ~he - would be dismissed. from his
employment. - That union official was aubo-
cratic; he was in control of the industry,
and could tell: the employer: who. should be
employed, simply because he held the posi-
tion of ‘union secretary.:. I ask the Premier
if it is right: that men who  invest: their
money . in industry ~should have no voice
in the selection of the men whom they will
employ 7. To-day. we. are looking for the
investment of capital in industry in Queens-
land. Do hon. members no$ think that those
who have capital fo invest may possibly say,
“ We will. not invest our money in’ Queens-
land because we will have mo.say in the
employment of “our. workers; that will be a
matter: for the Trades: Hall 277 The position
is intolerable; and even at this eleventh hour
it should: be: remedied.

The hon. member for Kurilpa stated that
what has been done is quite legal. That is
only the ' hon.: member’s ~opinion, . Very
etninent legal opinion has been obtained by
different: employers.

The Premizg: Who are they?

My, NIMMO : The hon. ‘gentleman: knows
that T will not tell him that; but T will tell
him that the opinion of these legal gentle-
men-is that the present action of the Govern-
ment is illegal.” Eminent counsel have given
the opinion that the Government are not
acting legally.

The PrzMiz:  You: cannot  produce the
opinion of eéminent counsel to that effect.

Mr, NIMMO: They have advised the
employers that it is no use going to law,
although there is. no doubt: that, if they

., went to law, they would win the case; buf,
if they did, the Government would immedi:

ately put a Bill through Parliament making
it legal.

The - PREMIER : - You  cannot . produce. thab
opinion. :

Mr: "NIMMO : If the hon. gentleman. is
anxious for a’ copy, I will get" hir one,

Very large sums ‘of -money will be’ collectied

by ‘the unions of this State as & result of
having this powei to extort monsy. from: the
workers in the State. What are those funds
used for.? If we analyse the balance-sheets
of “the: different’ wnions, we find' that the
Australian: Workers’ Union, which " collected
the ~enormous - amount of £65,633, actually
expended only £27 in benefits to the unicn
members.: - The ~Amalgamated Foodstuffs
Tnion received in subscriptions £1,610, and
the “amotint. paid- in" salaries. was £1,567.
Practically the whole of the receipts were
disbursed in keeping ‘people in good  jobs.
The receipts in conection with the Australian
Meat Workers’ Eirployees Union amounted
to £5,904, and the amount paid in' salaries
was £3,549.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
What have Waugh and Josephson collected ?

Mr. NIMMO: I know : nothing - about
Waugh and Josephson.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Both the inter-
jection- and - the ‘reply are irrelevant.

Mr. NIMMO : I do not know what: the
hon. gentleman’ -was - insinuating. = Certain

Myr: Nimmo.]
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things ~are . going on in. connection with
Waugh and Josephson at' the present time,
and there lave been nasty imsinuations made.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! The matter is
irrelevant.
My, NIMMO : The Brisbane Tramways

Union demands substantial payments from its
members. The membsrs of that union are in
permanent work. The adults pay £3 18s. per
annum in fees; and even point boys pay
£3 5s. per annum, showing the large sums
- that -are collected from the members of
that union, :

1 should also like to refer to the question
of the admission. of miembers to the union.
I have referred to “this in ' this: Chamber
befors.; There should be: some clause in the
union rules providing that, if a man obtains
a job - and: is competent to - carry  on,’ he
should ' automatically - become a  member  of
the union on sending ‘along his subscription.
That was in the old Act, but to-day I find
the Act is being flagrantly broken. Men who
go around looking for a’ job, say;, at -the
meabtworks, are simply told that they.are not
members of the union, and that other mem-
bers who are unemployed must be given
jobs first. When men who are out of work
say they want to- pay their fees: and fo
become members of the union, they are told
there is no meeting - coming on. for some
time and that there are no vacancies on the
books. -~ This" is getting down to Russian
conditions, and we shall have. to stop it in
these: early. stages. . Fvery  hon.  member
knows: that we "are playing with' fire; and
that this is s danger ‘which will ‘yet crush
the present: Governrrent:

The. SEORETARY TOR LABOUR AND. INDUSTRY:
The  meatworks ~employees: are selected - by
an- official at the abattoir.

My NIMMO: I am going to deal. with

the apprenticeship ~question, as. well: ‘as
with:the ' Employers’ - Federation. - The
Employers Federation is ~composed  of 4

very: fine: body - of ‘men  who are trying to
create more employment in’ the State, and,
under” their auspices, ~exhibitions. of "goods
manufactured in Queensland are being made
. throughout the Brisbane and Ipswich areas
and other large centres of population.  Still
. there ‘always seems to be a sinister sneer
on the part of some hon: members opposite,
who ask what the Employers’ Federation is
doing,. Why work up this. class hatred
amongst the people?. The Employers’ Federa-
tion must provide decent employment for
employees in order to exist; and the miore
work  there is for the employees naturally
the better it will be for the employers.: The
employer: is not ‘out to exploit the worker,
but o try to bring about the best conditions
possible. - It is all very well to say that
certain’ high wages must: be paid, but, if
it is impossibleé for an- industry to carry on
under those rates, the high wages will go
by the board, because there will be no work
for- the ‘employess. * It ‘would have" been
better for employees to work for a reason-
able “wage so that the  industry - concerned
could combpete with similar. industries  in
the other States. Hon:.. members opposite
must see that until we get industrial condi-
tions throughout Australia on an. equitable
basis one State cannot compets with another.
- If ‘one party says that it is going to create
@ paradise for workers in this State, making
it all right for the few who are in employ-
ment,  while huge numbers are pub out of
employment by trying to make the condi-
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tions here better than they are in the other
States, it is going to be very hard on the
people concerned.

With' regard to the apprenticeship. ques-
tion, the Leader of the Opposition, ' when
in office,” made a great effort to give the
young people of our State & tiade.  The
Government were then going through a very
difficult. time, and it was very hard: for
people - to - get employment: . The position
was specially difficult for the young fellows
who had reached twenty-one: years of “age;
but had never had an opportunity of learn-
ing & trade. - That was due to the system
inavgurated ' by the late : Labour - Govern:
ment, which kept boys at school: until they
were sixteen or seventeen years of ‘age; and
then laid: it down: that; ‘unless: s boy: was
apprenticed to a trade: at sixteen or: seven-
teen years of age, he could:not be appren-
ticed at o alli o The Moore ' Government
extended the age, and possibly that is what
the hon. member for Kurilpa referred to this
morning. I know many young men eighteen
or nineteen years of age who started to learn
a trade under  the regime of thé Moore
Government; but who, if the Labour Govern-
ment had continued in ‘office, would have
gone through life as labourers.

I hope the Goverument will do nothing
to disturb the legislation which hag been
pubt through with regard to the age at which
boys. can- start to- learn a trade. - Every

‘safeguard ‘should be provided; but young

people should be given' an opportunity  $o
learn a - trade even up to  twenty-one or
twenty-two years of  age. . :Still; as I have
indicated, mere membership’ of & union does
not . connote  efficiency. ‘Many  years ago;
when unions first came’ into being, if 4 man
wanted: to' become -a member  of ‘a’ ftrade
union; he-had to - demonstrate that he was
o, first-class tradesman; but all he has to do
to-day. - is to- produce his articles to show
that he: has served -his tirme, when ‘he can
become s member: of the union. When: we
employ . a man; 'wé  want: him to be com-

petent. - If he' is "a’ house . painter, for
instance, ~he should be ' & firsf:class’ house
painter. ' We: all know very well that there

are many men in that trade to whom nobody
would give & job after seeing them work.
Yet they have union tickets! - It is no
guarantee that a man is a good fradesman
if he says, ““I'am a member of the painters’
union.””. Recently I saw a man put on to
paint a wooden cottage, and, after doing two
days” work, he reached the painting of the
timber underneath the corrugated iron on
a’ veranda. ' He was disfiguring the . iron

- with, ‘paint,” and there was a row, and he

was dismissed.. . He  argued that it could
not be done without touching the iron; buf
the next man who came along did it success-
fully without marking the iron at all. Both
men: were members. of the union, yet one
was certainly not a tradesman.

I propose to stick to my guns against
preference to unionists; and I say advisedly
that the feeling in the country against. thab
principle is growing.  Hon. members talk
about how ‘much the Government are  in
favour;  but. preference to unionists is the
rock which will wreck them.. They have no
hope of escaping it.. To change the metaphor,
once the people are put into chains;: they
find those chains getting very irksome, and
they will get rid of them at the first chance.

My GAIR':

- I 18 & wonder “you' are not
supporting: 1t
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Mr. NIMMO: All my life I have been
on the side of freedom and right. I am not
in favour ' of binding people’ together by
artificial bonds: - Tyranny I have no time
for; and, so long as I can, I will oppose
preference to " unionists,  and give every
employer . the- right to. employ whatever
labour he feels is the best for him if he is
to get the best results; To every employee
I would give the right to work.

Mr. SIZER (Sandgate) [12.58 p.m.]1:
shall be in a better position o discuss thns
vote effectively next session.

The SECRETARY ¥OR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY :
You may not be here, -

Mr. SIZER: No; we may be over there.
To o large extent we are reviewing the work
of the late Administration; but many points
can be discussed in the lght of the events
of the few months that have elapsed: since
the change.. Many things provide us with a
very - good barcmeter for the future.. In
spite of all that was said, in the few months
they. have been. in office " hon. gentlemen
opposite: have not: brought about that com-
plete. restoration: of  confidence: which  they
promised: at the. elections; nor have  they
re-employed the people or brought back ‘pros-
perity. to the State. - No.one can say. that
the position has improved. It is worse than
when the: Government took over-—definitely
worse—and the outlook: is: no  better than it
was. - In'fact,; the permanent outlook iy as
bad as it ever was. ~No ‘scheme is proposed
by the: Government to. meet it. They are
following the old Labour policy of spending
whatever they can- get, hoping, Micawber-
like, that something will turn up, knowing
that principles will* have to be jettisoned
before this crisis is. weathered, but hanging
on to them to the last, although they know
it must miake recovery much slower.

Without making any reflection on the mem-
bers of the Industrial Court, I contend that
they do not seem to have risen to the occa-
sion, or realised sufficiently that there is a
crisis in Queensland  and ~ Austrelia. They
mus} recognise sconer or later that this State
cannot be placed on'a pinnacle apart from
other States.. The fact that goods: can- be
produced: very much ‘more cheaply elsewhere
and shipped here. for sale—~which means that
our own “pecple: engagéd in such manufac-
tures’ must. be unemployed—seems. to - have
been - altogether lost sight of by the court.

I regret  excecdingly : that Mr. . Brigden
found 1t necessary to resign his position as
a  Conciliation - Commissioner - of the Indus-
trial © Court. . He possessed the - outlook
requisite for a Concilialion Commissioner.
I do not know his reason for tendering his
resignation.. The outlook of the members
of the court will -have to be changed, and
they will have to discontinue the practice
of referring  applicants to the Federal Arbi-
tration' Court ~when they ‘are dissatisfied
with the State court. The Federal arbitra-
tion law makes it exceedingly difficult for
State  applicanis - to. gain  access: to  the
Federal court. . It appears to me that the
State court shirks its responsibilities when
it refers applicants to the Federal court
with--a  full knowledge of the difficulties
involved. - I' “cannot conceive the motive
actuating the members of the State court
in this. advice tendered to applicants.

The real situation will have to be faced.
The ' industrial  outlook and the prospects: of
permanent . eriployment furnish two very
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serious problems, and the policy of " the
CGovernment has not made the position any
easier.

Dealing with the Order in Council under
discussion, I have no desire to express a
definite legal opinion on the matter; but I
do know that the sectiom upon which the
Government rely for the validity of their
Order in Council was intended to be exer-
cised ‘only in sudden emergenmes that might
arise during a time of crisis.. It was never
intended" to be- utilised with the object of
altering the entire tenor of the law. It has
never previously been used for that purpose.
It was utbilised on one ‘occasion when the
judge required- a slight alteration to provide
for the smoother working of the court. If
the Order in Council were tested in a court
of law it would be found to be illegal; bub
a: successful judgment would be of no avail,
because the Government could immediately
remedy the position by passing a special Act
of Parlisment.  That 1s one of the grave
weaknesses: - of ' the  unicameral system  of
government. - If a court. decided  that the
Executive” Council - had acted  illegally, the
Government could, under’ the = unicameral
system; pass an Act of Parliament depriving
a’ sticcessful litigant of the redress to which
he was rentitléd.w A yeversion ‘to - the bi-
cameral . system of ‘government- will veceive
greater - consideration from the people if the
Government: persist in flouting the. law by’
the issue ‘of  Orders in Council. It is quite
foreign to what was’ intended by the: Act,
and 1s quite illegal.

The - merits - or  demerits. - of = political
unionism are ‘s matter of policy. I have no
quarrel with the Government if they desire
to. put it into operation legislatively; but
it is. undoubtedly bad politics for them to
enforce it in the manner they have done.
Preference to unionists aims at the principle
of individual liberty; and the only effect it
has is to clothe a number of men in indus-
trial unions with an authority far beyonq
their importance in the community, because
it enables them to browbeat people  into
joining  their  unions and paying - fees for
which they receive no direct benefib in order
that the system of political unionism may be
established. ' To. that - extent: they can elect
to rule :the  country: people  who: do: not
believe 'in the policy of the unions or the
people concerned. : In: that respect the prin-
ciple is bad.

It cannot be ‘argued that unionism 1a the
hallmark  of progmency Craft: unionism
to-day is_in the same: category as. unskilled
unions. - Preference to unionists is merely a
political expediency. In times of prosperity,
when. work is - plentiful ~ and industry Is
thriving, it might be excused to a certain
extent although not justified; but in -«
peuod of ~adversity, when employment i
irregular, uncertain, and scarce, preference
merely places a premium on a man retain-
ing a job, and is inconsistent with. reason
and justice. Just imagine the situation! A
man finds a job.. That means that he must
compulsorily - contribute - to . a political
organisation of else lose his position. = That
is a position which cannot be regarded with
equanimity. . An- atmosphere creating ~that
state of mind is not justified. I am ‘not
particularly pessimistic because we are pass-
ing through a period of change. Our Go-
vernment - introduced ‘certain reforms, - but
for the time they have received a checlk.
The people are looking for: better things by

Mr; Sizer.]
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the ' changes' which the  Government are
making ;- but they will not get those: better
things. - The position will become more diffi-
cult, -and the  public- will ' clamour for: the
removal of the restrictions which areé now
being placed upon them.: A process of evolu-
tion  is’ going- on.  The politicians cannot
march too far ahead of the people; and the
day ‘will arrive when the people will demand
a change.  The experience gained to-day is
hastening that day, because they now have
the opportunity of seeing the effect of the
changes that-are being made. There is a
growing resentment . in. the. community
against. the  restrictions  placed  on: people
getting employment. . Every  year: employ-
ment- is becoming’ more dificult to obtain;
and: the  restrictions against securing thab
employment mush cease when the public give
vent to their resentment. Any Government
st fall " which ' fails’ to' recognise  that
resentment and clings: to old traditions and
the building: up: of big. political ~organisa-
tions which, when exposed to the light,. can-
not show any tangible benefit given by them
in return, or neglects to assist 1n overcoming
a- crisis like the present.

No one can show that the unions have been
big enough to adjust themselves to the
changed- conditions. - Their attitude to-dav
i ‘ag- narrow as it was. in the days of
unexampled prosperity.” The union leaders
still talk with their tongues in their cheeks,
advocating things which they know cannob
possibly be achieved; and generally shifting
the responsibility “to . someone “else. " Those
things: are becoming so apparent: that in the
not distant future the unions: will kill them:
selves, - When one: realises that last year
the Australian Workers’ ‘Union, possibly the
greatest industrial organisation i the com-
munity, could only give something like £3()
by way of unemployment relief to:ifs imom-
bers ‘out of '3 wealth totalling “hundreds: of
thousands of pounds; one wonders how long
the merrbers will: stand ‘that sort of thing:
Vet the ‘unions put-up: the -insistent cry
to-day, ‘< Pay further toll fo. the joss!’
Nothing is' surer than: that they will: smash
themselves, - The ~smash will * be - brought
about, not by this party, but by the people
who' claimy to be the protectors of unionism
—the Government of the day and the leaders
of the unions.

Contrasting the - attitude "of these leaders
with that of other leaders in other countries,
one must lament the fact that they have not
risen’ t6. the occasion;” and led their men
intelligently. and fearlessly.  The view of the
average union leader in this country might
be: expressed- in ' these words; ‘‘ These ~are

my views, If you don’t like them, I will
change them.  What areé your views?’ That
attitude of mind will get us nowhere. - This

toll 13 being extracted under license of Par-
liament.
will ‘seriously “affect the: industries: of  this
State. . It appeals to people  who' are solici
tous of the welfare of all sections—employers
and employees—that, if the Industrial+Court,
which - 19 there o control’ the destinies  of
industry. in the  State; fails. to  recognise
these points, i 1§ only a matter of time
before it will have to be removed: as an
incubus that is stopping the recovery of the
State.. - We have reached the stage in this
crisis when people are prepared for action:
They want a way out. - Probably when we
were. the Governmeny of the day the public
mind  was not so informed; but to-day the
peopleare: not so much: concerned  with
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shibboleths; and hon. members on the Go-
vernment- side  will realise that the people
do not want empty words and sweet-sound-
ing: phrases; but actualities—work, progress,
and. security. © So far these things sare not
forthcoming  from the Government of “the
day.’ It is a most serious situation.

We talk glibly about people being  put
back to - work, and say that, 'if industry
recovers, unemployment will scon disappear:
That is all moonshine, and shows a failure
to recognise the fundamentals of the posi-
tion, For many: years past o large number
of ‘workers have been engaged: in' the con-
struction of "roads: and- railways built. by
loan: funds. - If industry’ revives, there  is
still no place for these people. Furthermore,
there is-a growing body: of young men who
have never yet taken:their place in:indus-
try-——young men  who: have a ‘right to get a
foothold ' industry.:  Thess sections of the
community cannot be ‘dealt with: by building
water-tight - compartments arvound  industry
and. ‘preventing  that free expansion which
is so necessary. for our welfare:

There 1§ no doubt that the industrial views
of this State will have to undergo a serious
change.- I have never beén one of those who
argue whether 44 hours’ work a week or 48
hours a week is’ the right thing, I do nob
think the solution. lies along those lines ab
all. I do not think there is enough work in
the community at the present time to employ
everybody for 48 hours a week. I do not
think there is enough work in the comimunity
at the present time to. employ everybody. 44
hours a week.  The time has arrived when
we-shall ‘have to look ' at the position: from
another angle;  and see whether ‘it 'is: not
better to: shate ‘the work amongst: the com-
munity and: spread: ‘the weslth ~available
amongst more- people than follow the stereo-
typed method adopted in the past.. . We can-
not go:on having a high nominal rate for
some” people and a. small percentage getting
that rate, others nominally getting it, bubt
actually getting a rouch lower rate by résort-
ing: ‘to: subterfuge.  Men to-day are signing
for £33 14s. per week when they are mnob
getbing £3 14s. per week.  We know: that i
going on,-and no department can: stop -it;
and no department ought to attempt to: stop
it at the present time.  We come down fo
the next stratum, where ruen are getting 27Ts.
a week and less. The steps in industry are
t00 great, - and methods must be adopted
whereby there will be a more even distribu-
tion.. The industrial authorities must look
into: the matter; and spread the work over
a greater number in order to provide a more
even distribution of wealth than is the case
at'the present time.  If we add to the unem-
ployment relief tax, which is now very high,
the: extra burden of the preference and. the
toll 'which the unions: will"take thereunder,
it amounts to an extreme toll taken from the
workers by -the Government who claim to
be their friends, The toll that is placed on
top of the unemployment relief tax is a
reduction of wages, no matter what hon.
members' opposite may ‘say, and there is no
tangible benefit derived from it. The situa-
tion becomes & hundred times worse under
the systemn that prevailed in the past, and
will' prevail again, ~where one man had to
transfer from one union to another until he
got. to  the position in' which he had no
fewer than nine union tickets. That system
is' not going to lead the country out: of-this
great: crisis. : Under that system  the  frée-
dom . which ~made . this = country will be



Supply,

destroyed.. Hon.: members should get away
from’ the political atmosphere, and think out
a - solution: of the problem.  Let us consider
the new methods adopted: in’ the selling of
goods, - and the new methods in industry of
eliminating: *labour;  ‘which  has all - been
brought about by the restrictions which have
been placed on the use of labour. That is
“creating a greater problem than ever; and
members of Parliament for the metropolitan
areas are. constantly being approached by
shop ‘assistants to see if they can gét them
i anywhere.  Those shop assistants are not
getting employment anywhere, and others
are. going out of employment on account
of ‘these vestrictions, which, while they may
work: in’ times' of prosperity, will not work
to-day. Al the efforts of the Governmient
and the Industrial Court have not made these
restrictions  workable 'during  this: time of
extreme difficulty, and: ultimately something
will have to be done in the way: I have indi-
cated.

I ‘know how 'difficult: the problem s’ for
these  permanent  loan workeis who  never
work ‘anywhere slse; and: young people who
have never, been-employed will be quite- at
sea through  following = the Government’s
policy; ‘and:will not be absorbed in industry.
Thete is no ocutlook whatever for them;: and,
having -gobt o this stage, it is time we
started to experiment along some: other voad
with e view o improving matbers. I I
“were Secretary for Labour and Industry, I
would: advocate ‘that the  functions ‘of - the
Industrial . Court: should be  confined’ to the
fixation of ‘wages; that the law of the coun-
try should fix the maximum number of hours
in:industry ; -all- other conditions to be left
to the industry itself to determine. . Industry
should be allowed to solve its own difficulties
inits own way.

The idea that we need a court to settle
strikes: may have worked in the past. Men
cannot - strike to-day, because the economic
sitwation will not permit of it. Men want
permanence in industry; they want to help
to: vevive industry; but they cannot ‘do 1t
under present conditions. - During the time
I was: Minister,” my  instructions to: the
department were that they were to: keep
menin work and not unduly harass people
who were trying to keep men in work.
make 1o spology for having - done. that,
The . policy to-day, ~ however, = has  been
reversed.
oA GoVERNMENT MeMBER; To stop men from
being sweated.

My, SIZER : There is not niuch sweating
to-day. ~The trouble ig that too many people
- cannot: find means. to' raise the sweat.. It is
an mbsurd position when you have half the
comimunity: in work and the other half out
of work, “and it. is’ made more difficult for
that: other-half to get work:

I suggest——although I cannot expect the
Government: to.do it because it is against
their policy, but it’ will have to be done—
that the restrictions on industry be lessened,
as they are making it impossible for people
to find work. I refer particularly to the
policy of preferonce to unionism, which will
have a rebound in due course, and the sconer
the Detter.  The. sooner a mnew -outlook is
taken, the better it will be: for all concerned.

I would like fo hear from the Goverrment
the reason, if any, why My, Brigden resigned
from the Industrial Court. It is disappoint-
ing to me that such an able man found it
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expedient to resign soon after taking office.
I know that he was enthusiastic, and had
visions ‘and: ideals in regard to that work.

I would also like some information from
the Minister with regard to the training of
boys on the University land at St. Luocia.
I - would suggest to the hon. gentleman that
he go warily in that matter. We established
a' home  at Riverview. where boys. were -
offectively. trained, . according to the report,
for about  £7 ‘per: boy—104 - boys. being
trained for ' E£700-efficiently ~ trained - and
placed in work. I do not: want to throw
cold water on the scheme; because: it was
initiated in my own time; but I ‘strongly
suspect that behind the ‘proposed enlarge-
ment of the scheme there ‘toay. be the'intro-
duction of another (Government institution
which “will make further inroads on the
funds of the community, and will not render
the same service fo the boys or the com:
munity that is being given at Riverview for
£7 per head. I quite approve of the scheme
being “enlarged, but T think that the best
way would ‘be to enter into an arrangement
for an extension of the scheme at Riverview.
That would" be infinitely more profitable for
the boys and would save money to the com-
munity: I have  becoms extremely’sus-
picious; howsver—especially since’ T. becanie
a Minister—that schemes: are sometimes pit
before a Minister by somebody who has an
axe to ‘grind. because he: wants to make &
position for himself “or for "somebody: else.
There is a grave danger in normal: times;
but, when the Government are taking 40 per
cent. of the wealth of the community, that
sort of thing cannot continue, for the creation
of a new department means taking a further
toll- out of the 60 per cent. which is left:
1 strongly suggest . that,  before: certain
schemes are introduced, the Minister should.
look to the financial side, and see if, within
the existing organisation, there is not the
means of carrying  out what heé wants effi-
ciently ‘and probably at less cost.

I do not propose to discuss relief questions,
but I would like to know how the situation
is shaping, how the financial side is"develop-
ing, whether the revenue is" up to expecta-
tions; and whether the expenditure is being
kept within bounds. = A cursory view of the
situation: indicates that’ the expense is grow-
ing  very considerably, bubt I-do not want
to say this myself—~I would like to have an
authoritative statement from - the  Minister.
Later we shall have to meéet the situation.
I do: not think: that it will ‘be met: by the
revenue from’ the unemployment relief tax.
I sincerely hope it will: If the Minister and
the Government continue at the rate they
are going, it certainly will not. I hope that
the figures which come before the hon. gentle-
man daily or at other regular intervals will
have the sobering effect which figures usually
have, and that he will administer the fund
accordingly.

The position is extremely difficult. . Soon
Parliament will close. ~ Our cash balances
will. have gone, and we shall then depend
upon Treasury bills. © Although we may have
passed the Budget on paper,. we' shall yet
have to realise its figures.  The trouble will
come before Parliament meets again; and,
if we are not then within the figures placed
before us by the Treasurer, the Government
will” have to meet an- extremely. difficuls
situation. ” They ‘will have reached the posi-
tion: of the individual who goes to his banker
and has some very nasty things said to him:
1f - the = Government’s - Hstimates are  nof

Mr. Sizer.]
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realised, they will be very much overdrawn;
and, when they have exhausted their cash
balances, they cannot resort to juggling
figures  from  the Loan Fund or anywhere
else to the consolidated revenue. What do
cash balances mean if there is no: cash in
the bank? I hope that the Government are
shaping a course that will avoid the situa-
tion to which I refer, otherwise there are
serious difficulties ahead: I should like to

be able to be more optimistic, but I cannot .

see how the Government have improved the
situation. I wish that I could see that they
had done so, and that there was some ray
of hope ahead. Nothing of any consequence
can’ be  achieved  merely by adopting a
negative  attitude.

The Minister won his. way back to Parlia-
ment mainly because of his criticism of: the
administration of the Department of Labour
and’ Industry. He was one who ‘was mosk
violent in. his' criticism ;. but. I sympathise
with him now that his chickens are coming
home to roost. I am sorry that he hds had
to - disagree  so. violently ~with His Grace
Axchbishop Duhig. No one was more pro-
nounced  in. his . opinion. than: the hon.
member when he asserted during the last
Parliament that our Government should pro-
vide free railway frucks or carriages for
the transport of unemployed workers who
were in search of employment. He waited
uvpon me and upon other Ministers of the
late Governmenf to urge the necessity for
action in’ this direction, and he  advanced
the very same rteasons. that are advanced
by His Grace Archbishop Duhig to-day.. The
late’ Government gave him the answer, and,
strange to say, it was the very same answer
that the hon.  gentleman: has  given to His
Gracey 'so 1 rather  sympathise ‘with = the
hon. ‘gentleman: in his position.

That is. not. the  only ‘chicken  that  is
coming  homié to roost.  He: should always
remember that'  even 'when & in ‘opposition
there  ‘are 'some. - responsibilities: to: be
shouldered; and that the pages of ‘ Han-
sard . may. éventually prove to be frightful
reading ‘fo him. . It might be of benefit to
us all later on if some of the ‘ Hansards ™’
were burnt. I warn the hon. gentleman not
to quarrel too: violently with His Grace, lest
His Grace should quote some of the remarks
of the hon. gentleman when in opposition,
which ~will probably. be to his extreme
embarrassment.

There is ~another phase of the present
administration that I cannot help but men-
tion.. When the Premier sat in opposition,
he was exceedingly wroth about the alleged
iniquities ‘of the late Government, and he
referred in’ scathing terms to what he called
the ~ industrial - outlawry  practised by " us.
Words fail me when I endeavour to describe
the “attitude of the hon. gentleman on those
occasions.. He said that we were endeavour-
ing to smash the whole industrial fabric; yet
he has allowed that smashed industrial fabric
to remain.

The TeeASURER: You did & lot of nefaricus
deeds.

Mr. SIZER: It 1s said that a person who
perpetrates a mnefarious. deed is. an. evil
person; - but it is also ‘said that one who
perpetuates- the nefarious deed is  worse.
Hon. members opposite have been in power
now . for ~some time; but they have mnot
seen.” it to  alter the conditions of which
they so bitterly complained when they sat
on thig side.' Many of the things that were
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done by the previous Government have been
accepted by-the present Government.  The
Premier hias endeavoured to divert atfention
from his political inertia by a discussion on
bananas and by the wutilisation of other
smoke screens,  Kventually the banana smoke
screen must disappear, and the hon. gentle-
man will be compelled to accoant directly for
his actions. When that time arrives, it will
be extremely amusing to. behold the  side-
stepping of the hon. gentleman, It will be
amusing to listen to his  excuses for failing
to do. those things which ke said he would
do, and for doing those things which he
said he would not do.

Mr. TOZER (Gymypie) [2.35 p.m.} T wish
to support the contention of the Leader of
the Opposition: that- the  Order: in - Council
issued: by the Government conferring power
onthe: Industrial: Court: to. grant preference: .
to- unionists i was dllegal,: 1" find that in &
previous Aot the court had power to grant
preference. to: unionists; but section 57 of the
Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act
of 1929 only  provided - for  preference to
uhionists where mutually agreed upon: . That
provision - evidently ‘was - not  sufficient for
the present Government.  Section 10 of -ths
Industrial Conciliation and Awbitration Act
of 1830 did away with the power of the
court to grant preference to unionists. When
the present Government assumed power, they
became actuated with the desire to clothe
the conurt with power to grant preference. I
do not agree with prefervnce at. all} never-
theless; it is the policy of the Governroent,
and they have. a perfect right to give effect
to their policy by legislative enactments if
they desire to do: so: but' they cannot alter
the “prineiple of -any Act, of Parliament by
the issue.of "an Order in Council:  ¥Yet they
immediately. took upon themselves the righs,
by Order in Council; to repeal that sechion
of the legislation  passed by’ the Moore
Government prohibiting the granting of pre-
ference.  They' had no legislative authority
for doing so0:

There are many things which the Govern-
ment can’ do. by ‘Order in: Council if they
like to take the' responsibility - of usurping
the “necessary power. . The section under
which- the Governmient. took to' themselves
the' power of issuing the Order in Council
only gave them power to amend, alter, or
vary.  Most certainly they have looked at
that power in the widest sense of the word,
and have said to themselves that, if they
have power to amend, alter, or vary, they
have the right so to amend the Act as to
confer upon the court power to grant pre-
ference to. unionists.: They had no: such
power.  We have heard members of the
Governiment say time and again . that they
do not believe in repealing any Act of Parlia-
ment by Order in Council. They have not
introduced. or given notice of introduction ‘of
any Bill to confirm or ratify their action:in
this case, as they did on a previous occasion.
They have practicaliy said to the interested
parties, “If you are nob satisfied, you can
taken the matter to the higher court.’  The
right to do so certainly exists, but, in.the
event of an appeal, the person aggrieved
would be put to a conmsiderable amount of
expense and waste of time, for, if the appeal
were successful,” as I submit it would be,
then  the Government would  bring in a
validating = Act. .. That would "nullity ¢
success obtained.  If there was no poli
unionism, I could see the force and effect
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trade unionism, and: the benefit it would be
to the people; but, when trade unionism is
converted into political unionism and used as
‘s means of éxercising compulsion; regardless
of the political opinions of the persons con-
cerned, it isi altogether 'wrong. ~ A great
many people do nof wish to join a union at
all, but are forded to do so in order to. get
work. ~ These: people arelegally robbed of
the contributions they ‘are forced to’ make
to the union.

Certain exemptions were provided for in
the Industrial Consiliation and. Arbitration
Act passed by the Moore Government, but
there are no exemptions in the payment of
union dues. - All dues are fixed at  a flak
rate. - I understand that the Premier does
not believe that everyone should be tazed
on’ a fat rate; yet here is such a tax on
all those who are forced to join a union. A
man is forced to join a union in order to get
work; . and the union  concerned  has the
power—which  has been exercised on’ many
occasions-—to " close : its.. books and: refuse
membership to ahy additional persons.” That
i preventing men’ from  obtaining . work.
Moreover, 'where union dues are in‘arrears

the person concerned 'is being forced to pay .

those arrears.. That is' a particular hard:
ship ‘at the present time.  The rnost extra-
ordinary: ‘part-is:that no ‘exemption: or
excaphion iz allowed.

The action of the Government is in con-
{ravention of ‘“The Wages Act of 1918, the
principal object  of = which ' was to ‘ensure
that ‘every employed person mwust be paid his
wages  in- fulll '~ The following' exemptions
were provided :—

“ (1) Nothing in this  Act shall be con-
strued  to invalidate  or- prejudice  the
following ' contracts . or. . transacbions,
namely :—

(a) Where an employeér supplies or
contracts to supply to any worker any
medicine or medical attendance, or
any fuel, materials, fools, appliances,
or implements to. be used by the
worker employed in his trade, labour,
or-occupabion.

(5). Where - an ‘employer supplies or
contracts: to “sapply any worker who
has engaged with him with the neces-
gary outfit and means of support, and
miaterials or tools  requisite for: com-
mencing or continuing his engagement;
£0" any . amount nob-exceeding in. any
case the amount of two months’ wages
to be earned by such worker in such
engagement,

(¢} Where - an erployer ~supplies or
contracts to supply to any worker any
hay, corn, or other provender to be
consumed by any horse, or other beast
of burden employed by the worker in
his trade, labour, or oécupation.

(@) Where an employer demises to
any worker the whole or any part of
any tenement at any rent to be therein
reserved, or allows such worker the
use of a tenement as part of his ‘wages
or in addition to his. wages, or any
other allowance or privilege in addition
fo money wages as & remuneration for
his services,

(e) Where such emiployer supplies or
contracts to- supply to' any worker. or
his family any foodstuffs.

(f} Where an exployer- sapplies to
any worker tobdcco or clothing, -
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(g), Where a deduction from wages or
earnings is agreed on at a colliery for
providing the wages of a check weigh-
men employed thereat.”

This was also provided-—
“In any proceedings against
employeér, company; or person—
{a) For the breach of any provision
of this Part; or
(8) For the recovery by the worker
of ‘money: alleged to have been taken,
received, deducted,: or: detained from
himi in breach of any provision of this
Part.
“the  fact that the worker consented
thereto shall not avail in any way as an
answer or defence.” :

Surely that is- absolutely definite.  Yet we
find the unions trying to make employers
deduct the amount of dues from the wages
of the employees. . In' some cases that is
permitted: by mutual’ agreement; “and . pos-
sibly . that might be deemed to” come: under
this provision—
(o) Pursuyant to an  agreement with
a worker, from making  any  deduction
or. stoppage.: from' the  wages ‘of ‘such
worker “for oy ‘in respect of any:of the
matters or things: in this ‘section’ herein-
before mentioned;

“(b) From. advancing to any worker
any 1roney to be by him. contributed to
any. friendly society, life insurance com-
pany ‘or associabion, savings: bank  or
other society or association whatever, or
to any Commonwealth War Loan or War
Savings Certificates; or from advancing
any money for the relief of the worker
or his wife or family in sickness, or from
advancing any money to any person by
the worker’s order, or from advancing
to any worker the amount of any steamer,
railway, or coach fare, or other travelling
expense, or from deducting or contract-
ing to deduct from the wages of the
worker ‘any such sum’ or sums of money
advanced: aforesaid.”’

There is. ‘a~ proviso  that no -deduction or
stoppage shall exceed  the  amount of such
advance. - These: deductions: ‘are only to be
made . in: pursuance  of the ' Act, and. the
deductions” allowed -are set out.” Nowhere
does it/ say definitely that union. fees may
be deducted. - It may. be argued that they
come - under. the words, . or ‘association >
and where the worker has given his written
consent; presumably it might be taken as
correct. . In certain awards that is set out.

- The hon. member for Kurilpa quoted an
instance in connection with local authorities;
but He was not quoting the Local Authorities
Act.  What he was quoting was the award
made in connection  with local authority
employees; and his argument was that the
award had the same force as sn Act of
Parliament. : I submit that, where you have
an’ Act of Parliament such as the Wages
Act, you cannot - go directly ‘against the
sections of that Act. The Industrial Court
stretchied it considerably  when setting out
in the award that local authorities or anyone
else  should’ deduct - the : amount . of * an
employee’s dues ‘and pay it to the union.
1f 1t is done with the consent of the employee,
there is some argument that it may be done;
but, if it is done without the consent of the

any

-employes, it is illegal, and contrary to the
“Wages :

Act. -
: Mr. Tozer.]
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It seems to me that preference to unionists
is an absolute farce. It is right enough: for
the officials " of . the unions,  because - their
incomes are derived from’the fees of those
who are:forced to join the union. . Of course,
the argument is that the union provides cer-
tain advantages.  There is no material advan-
tage,  but. the employes may ‘get  some
advantage from the fact that the union is
working all the time to force the employer
to give higher wages and  shorter hours.
If unions will not allow those to join who are
anxious to do so, they are doing an illegal
thing. The union books should be absolutely
open; and those who want 0" join the union
and are willing to pay the fees should. be
allowed to do so.I'have known cases where
8 union: gave nobtice to the employer that he
must- discharge an employee who was called
upon to join the union snd pay the dues. In
one particular instance, when the matter
came befors the directors, of whom T was
one, we advised the ‘employees to join the
union.: Naturally, we thought all they had
to dowas to make application and pay $heir
fees; bub, when the application was made,
the union ealculated what would bera’ fair
and . reasonable ‘amount to charge as an
admission fee, and in one case £7 10s. was
fixed upon as the fee. After that, of ‘course,
the other fees had to be paid.  Even: then;
in some cases, they were not willing to allow
the applicants to join, even  though  they
paid up. In these cases a great hardship is
experienced. In a country like this-we should
encourage everyone to get work and  mnot
try to keep anyone. out of “work.  When
people ‘get  work, why should the: unions
practically make a call upon them and force
them to pay 25s. from which they get no
direct benefit?

This ‘morning the ‘hon. member for West
Moreton ‘read oubta union balance-sheet,

which ‘practically none of the unionists con-

cerned: except the paid: officials could really
support. - It “contained litbtle more than a
ligt: of payments to different secretaries and
officials; which were of no direct benefit to
the workers. - There was only a small: sum
of " £97 which could be said to be of direct
benefit. o the members of the union:

1 hope that the Minister will be able to
carry out the intention expressed by the
Premier ab one time—that is, to restore to
the “whole of the unemployed workers the
full - award : rate for a- full week’s work.
Unfortunately, - that. has not been brought
about; “and  the  benefit which  has - been
obtained is ‘only the payment of an extra
“amount, which works out in certain parts of
the State- at: 2s. 6d.-per day for the days
worked ; but there are no extra days™ work
so” far ‘ag: married men are concerned. . We
want to see: that they get additional work
for. the ‘vemainder of the week. . When the
Moore: Government were in power, they were
not-in g position ‘to give: that extra work.
They were quite frank: about the matter,
saying that it was only relief work, and not
a full week’s work or salary. It was only
regarded as a ternporary measire at the time;
but it seems to me that it is going to become
permanent, which will not be desirable.

A-good many of the single men are suffer-
ing,- Some of them. receive one day’s work
a- week and rations every  alternate week;
but there are cases where single men cannot
get - either ' relief ~work = or assistance, ‘on
account of  the- amount- of the basic wage

being earned: by the family; and it is excep-

[Mp. Tozer.
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tionally hard on those families. ' It takes a
man with a wife and two or three children
all his time to live on present’ wages; and,
if he has to support a couple of grown-up
sons- or. daughters who cannot: get work, it
is very hard upon him; and soms concession
should be made in' those cases.  The mere
fact of the basic wage coming into the house
should not be taken into consideration where
there is a big family, as the basic wage Is
then not sufficient, to  go ' round, and no
member of a- family likes to’ live on  the
wages of hisor her father; brothers, or
sisters.. I."trust that the Minister will: be
able to: make some: alteration in: the ‘near
future  and. place all single people’on- the
same level -

Me. KENNY - (Cook) [2.55  paj: - The
yote we iare discussing I take to be one of
the most important. that any Parliament has
to: discuss: We must recognise that ‘to-day
uneniployment ‘is becoming worse, and - the
unemployed. are at their wits end to know
what they can expect from any Government.
They ‘are’ at’ their wits end’ to interpret the
intentions: of any of the leaders:throughout
Australia. " Unemployment is & menace thab
must be tackled. " So’ far it has not been
tackled by the: present Government at. all.
It is very nice for us to have our ideals.

Mr. P, K. Corrry interjected.

Mr. KENNY : Hven the hon. member for
Kurilpa, who interjects, has his -ideals; only
he does not live up to them:.

Mr. P, K. CorrEy: I object to. that.

Mr.. . SPEAKER:  Order! " Any = hon.
member who indulges in: personalities will
be asked to resume his. seat:

Mr, KENNY : I appreciate your remarks.
Mr. Speaker, but, whilst hon. members oppo-
site choose to interject, I will defend myself.

Mr. - SPEAKER: Order! ~ The  hon.
member: will resume his seal immediately if
he does riot obey my call

Mr. KENNY : We all like to have our
ideals.” Most of us like to live up to them;
but we must recognise that there iy some-
thing even more priceless,” and that is the
position - of  the ' country. we' live 'in.  No
matter how nice it may be to give further
social “advantages, they cannot be given if
industry cannot pay for them. QOur conditions
in Queensland depend on world conditions.
The products of Queensland, and - of  Aus-
tralia,  depend  upon - the markets  of -the
world ;- and, this being so, we must recognise
that to a great extent effect cannot be given
to those ideals.

I say definitely that the Leaders of a

" Government should be the' leaders: of the

people, -and  the Governments throughout
Australia have a  duty to the people. 1%
is: their job to' lead the masses, not to be
driven. . But  the Governments and . the
leaders of industry to-day are not' leading
the masses. - In politics the tendency is: for
Governments to “ask the people what they
require. They bid for their votes; knowing
that  they ' are not ‘doing  justice to the
people to whom ' they look to follow them.

I say that the duty of any party and of
any Government 'is. to tell: the people the
truth about the finances of the State. We
told: them that we could not promise them
the  impossible. . We' told: them : that we
would do our: duty as & Government in the

interests. 'of the masses; and that may be
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the reason why the: Labour Party to-day is
in control of the (Government benches. We
are not concerned about that. It is the job
of “any leader to lead the masses along the
path that is safe.  Whether populat or not,
it is his duby to - tell the masses that' they
cannot live on'promises; and to make plain
to them exactly what industry ¢an pay, and
that we are depending on industry ftopub
them back to work. It is nob the duby of
the Government' to employ sll the  unem-
ployed  in: Queensland “or ' in . any  other
country.  That duby: rests on:the shoulders
of industry; but the function of the Govern-
ment is to relieve  industry sothat it can
absorb the unemployed.  The masseés through-
out Australia to-day. are looking for that
lead... They are ever ready to grasp at any
political straw; bui the political straws of
the Labour Party are mere empty words
that cannot  dssist in any way to. relieve
the position. . The unfortunate unemployed
are justified: in' accepting all the promises
made t0 them as truthful: They are justi-
fied'"in believing that  a’ political 'party  is
endeavouring to improve their position; but,
if Governments persist in refusing to honour
their promises; ‘an’intolerable ‘position will
becreated.  All Goverriments should be very
careful in'the promises they make to the
people.. Inhis policy speech: the Premier
promised that, if he were reburned to power,
he “would “obtain ' £2,500,000 of new money
for: the relief of the  unemployed.
My, Forsy: He got: £3,000,000.

Mr. KENNY. : I shall show: just exactly
what - the' Government have received.

The unemployed realise only too well the
wretched ' position in which they have been
placed: by the economic  depression.. They
could pot be blamed for deciding to give
their ‘political support to a party that had
promised’ to raise a large sum of money,
whereas the other political party could only
tell them: that the road was Hard and that
no promise of pecuniary help could be held
out - o them. . These  poor, - unfortunate
people were gulled by promises that were
never. intended to be fulfilled:

Immediately the Premier’ returned  from
his first Loan Council meeting, he informed
the people that there was no need to launch
the revival loan that he had promised. He
said that there was no need for the money;
but ' the: unemployed are looking  for- that
money  to-day.. We have been informed by
the :Secretary for Labour and Industry that
the: Government have received £940,000 for
the relief of unemployed: - The Queensland
Governmernt are to receive a sum of £334,000
a5 their: quota of ' the loan of ~ £8,000,000.
That is to  be the first’ instalment of the
£940,000. The Government . have not  yeb
actually ‘received: the cash:in respect” of: the
£620,000 which was Queensland’s quota of
the : Commonwealth-States loan. . Can  we
blame: the - unemployed for. giving = their
political support to a leader who says that,
when: he is returned to power; he will see
that  Queensland obtains: her ‘share of all
the money allocated by the Lioan Council?
The Premier was loud in his: denunciation
of " the present Leader of the Opposition
because: the ‘deliberations of the Premiers
were held ‘in camera; but the proceedings
at the conferences: attended by the present
Premier have also been of a secrel nature.
The masses are unable to judge what' atti-
tude the hon. gentleman adopted: at those

gatherings.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle-
man is very wide of the subject.

Mr. KENNY: I am endeavouring to deal
with ' the - question  of unemployment, Mr.
Speaker.” I have referred to the fact that
the: sum ~ of © £334,000 represents the first
instalment of the. money which is to be
made available to. this State for the relief
of ‘unemployment. - In the meantime the
funds of the State are being expended; and;
unless: we are very: careful;, “we may find" it
necessary 1o issue: Treasury bills in-the near
future. - That will not relisve the position,
nor will it create the confidence so necessary
to encourage  industry- to absorb the unems-
ployed.. The' Government were returned to
power on-the strength of their promises to
relieve the unemployment position, and they
should live. up to those promises’ to-day.
They decline to do so, preferring to bow to
the - dictates " of  Trades Hall officials. In
doing so they are aggravating. the wretched
. Industry, which should
be eéncouraged to ‘absorb. unemployment, is
being hampered by the harassing: conditions
imposed, which; instead  of ~relieving' the
position; are: only intensifying it

My, Forey: Give one illustration.

Mro KENNY I could give many. illustras
tions; but one illustration of the harassing
conditions - placed on industry. is the ‘prin-
ciple: of preference’ to unionists. When any
employer goes to' the  Industrial: Court’ to
state" hig case; he finds that it has been
pre-heard.” It is useless any employer oppos:
ing ‘an’ application  for preference; because
he knows beforehand what the result will
be.  He is only wasting his time in opposing
the application.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Do I wunder-
stand the hon. member is making ‘a reflection
on the hearing of these cases by the Indus-
trial Court? ’

Mr.  KENNY: I 'do not know whether
you, Mr.  Speaker, would call it a reflechion;
but I said: that' the cases were pre-heard,;
and no encouragement: was given the em-
ployers to ‘go: to the cours.

M, SPEAKER: ‘Order! The hon. mem-
ber will ‘not: be in' order in"proceeding on
those lines.

Mz, Maxwirn: He  is not' dealing swith
the Supreme: Court. :

Mr. KENNY : The attitude and policy of
the Government is tantamount to refusing
the individual the right to work. The posi- -
tion is that, if a man secures a job, he is
not’ allowed o ~take it until he pays his
union dues.. If he has been. out of work
and has been unable to continue the pay-
ments of those dues, and manages to get a
job, he must pay all those arrears before
being allowed fo work.  Such a: policy does
not encourage the individual to: get off the
unemployment: market... We do not believe in
that policy, and the Government will realise
that- it is not  one in- the best: inferests of
the workers themselves,

Mr. Gar: Do you believe in arbitration?

My KENNY: I believe ‘in' arbitration,
because L. believe it i3 "one ~of the best
methods that can be adopted -for the settle-
ment of disputes. I believe in trade unionism
inorder ‘to ‘conserve ‘the interests of ‘the
men industrially ; buat I 'do not believe in
political unionism: under the cloak of trade

Mr. Kenny.]
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unionism. I do not. believe in' unionists
being conscripted politically, and then being
compelled to pay levies: for the maintenance
of the Liabour Daily, and other such matters.
We: have now reached the point when indus-
try; ‘after being compelled to give preference
to “unionists, s’ also compelled - to: collect
the union fees. When the hon: member: for
West ' Moreton  was- speaking;  the Minister
asked him: what industry ‘was concerned. I
would refer the Minister to the ‘¢ Queensland
Industrial Gazette’’ of 24th September, 1932,
at page: 260, where e willisee that: the
award - for the' brick: and pottery-making
industry - compels the ~employers to: collect
the union fees.: Relief workers are also com-
pelled to join g union and pay union fees.

My, FonNmiL: Mr. Speaker, I rise to a
point of order. That statement is nob cor-
rect. The relief workers are not being
compelled to pay union dues.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
in'the point of order raised.

Mr, RENNY: The hon: mwember for West
Moreton read from correspondence; which
I have had the opportunity of perusing, and
I accept his statement as being true. - It is
an undesirable state of affairs,” because: it
‘amounts to a reducktion of ‘wages and-.a
reduction in the standard of living'of these
unfortunate workers. Preference to unionists
has not been introduced to encourage indus-
try to absorb the unemployed; but rncerely
as an - act of political organisation and to
keev union organisers. in a job.

Trat is where the money of the men who
are compelled to subscribe to the unions is
being expended. The welfare of the masses
is a  secondary  consideration.. The masgses
who are unemployed are used as a stepping-
stone to power by many people who are
interested in political organisations. While
the' ‘masses ‘of the people are looking: for
relief from  the Government, the assets of
the State are being squanderd in ways that
are not in the best interests of the people.
The political atmosphere is being well looked
after.. Many men have been appointed to
jobs by the present Government, although
money is not available for the unemployed
of - the State.. Four -ex-members of the
Government party have been appointed to
positions in the State service, two of them
t6 jobs where they will be harassing indus-
try, and in doing so will be placing more
men on the industrial scrap-heap. All this
talk of trade unionism in the interests of
the workers is mere camouflage. The unem-

ployed- are with us in thousands, despite ths’

trade: unions.  If they were the wonderful
asseh the%{ claim to be, the trade unions would
have: relieved - the  position of the unem-
ployed. " .Far from being an asset, the trade
unions. have been converted into a political
machine to put the Labour Party into power.
No money has been spent. by these organisa-
tions  in: the interests “of the unemployed.
PFrom the - balance-sheet of  the: Australian
Workers’ Union ' which was quoted by the
hon. member for West Moreton, - we glean
the interesting, though depressing fact, that
of all the money collected by that organisa-
tion, only £27 was spent in the relief of
the unemployed, and that for boot repairs.
No- doubt the boots were repaired so that
-the unemployed might keep on walking, and
not be a menace to those officials who are
drawing £900 a year from the union.

. For ' some years employers have realised
that - the harassing conditions demand that

[Mr. Kenny,
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some action be taken by them in self-pro-
tection. . As 'a result, employers of labour
are combining their concerns, and where two
or three organisations formerly existed only
one is now functioning. That leads to mono-
polies, which;, in turn;, may accentuate the
unemployed- position.. The conditions. im-
posed by the trade unions ~and: political
unions have compelled the creation of mono-
polies;. that is not in the best interests of
the. State.:. To-day we have an’ opportunity
for individualism to show its worth in extri-
cating the State from the morass in. which
she ‘finds herself. - Unfortunately, the initia-
tive ‘of individuals is nipped in the bud.  In
Brisbane a number of men took on the work
of ‘baking bread in their own backyards to
i1y to. keep off ‘the unemployment market.
Those menare endeavouring 'to” become an
agset to the State instead of w liability; but,
instead of being allowed ‘to: employ one or
two men; they will be passed out again on
to the unemployment market: ~Every Goyern-
ment in Australia to-day should: encourage
the' private individual to come: forward and
give: of ‘his best inorder to lift the State
outof ity difficulties. - If monopolies’ cannot
absorb ‘unemployment; : then the  individual
himself ~should : be: encouraged, - and every
restriction. should 'be: removed:. We know
that bread is becoming cheapsr to-day; but
we have further inspectors mppointed to see
the conditions under which the bakers are
operating, and to see if they can get hold of
something to enable them to put the screw
on. That is not going to get us out of our
difficulties.. The less interference we have
with- industry the sooner are we going to
overcome our difficulties.. These restrictions
may have been all right yeéars ago, when
conditions were  prosperous,  and when we
had plenty of loan money to find work for
the ‘wunemployed; but loan money is nof
available to-day, and, even if we could
borrow, the way the money is being spent
to-day. it would not overcome our difficul-
ties.” It is going to impose a greater burden
on. the State and on the people who are
unemployed to-day.. The Government will
have to get a new outloock on business alto-
gether. When they get that new outlook,
they must help the employers in industry.
They cannot expect conditions to improve
all at once.  We have to .compete on the
markets of the world, and industry must be
given a fair go, and all restrictions removed
if 'we are to be successful in that competi-
tion. If that is not done, the onus of absorb-
ing the unemployed will be on the Govein-
ment.. It is not the function of the Govern-
ment to absorb the whole of the unemployed.
That function is on industry; but it is the
duty of the Government to see that industry
is_given an opportunity of absorbing them.
When that is dome, we shall start- on the
up grade, :

We must also take into consideration the
effect. the attitude of - the Government is
having on the  young people of  the ‘State.
When we find men at present employed
being cast out of employment, what hope Is
there for the young people who are growing
up year after year?  There is no outlook for
them:  Ags one speaker pointed out this after-
noon, &  number’ of *'people have been
employed  onconstriction  works  financed
from loan money; and, if there is no out-

“look for those people; what chance have the

young :people who have mever been in
employment at-all? - These people cannob
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see any outlook in industry to-day.  Hon.
members on the Glovernment side condemned
this party when' they went to the polls for
having made. young men walk in order to
get 6s. worth of rations per week. We were
condemned; also, because young men were
fined for © jumping the rattler.”

Mr. GAR: They are not required to walk
to-day.

Mr. BENNY: You find them ¢ jumping
the rattler’” still.
that educational journal, “ The Daily Stan-
dard,” I find this pa.ragr\a.ph—-

“RarrrLeR JumrpERs Brrore P.M.
“On Goods Train.

“Three young men; one from Victoria
and the other. two. from Tasmania,
pleaded  guilty . in - the  Police Court,
before. Mr. J. Stewart Berge, P.M.,
to-day, to ¢ jumping the rattler,” on the
New . South. Wales «goods - train,  this
morning.

“They were: Lawrence Taylor (18,
labourer), Frank Turner:. (23; labourer),
and - Allan Turner: (18, labourer), and
were . charged with" travelling " between
Greenbank. and Clapham Junction with-
out having paid: their fare of 3s.

“The three: defendants were caught
in" & wagon of the New: South Wales
goods train, which arrived at the station
at 5.50. a.m. this morning, explained' the
prosecutor.

“ They admitted that they had boarded
the train - at Casino (N.S.W.).

““Hach was fined 10s:, in default forty-
eight Hours’' imprisonment,”’

The Moore Government were condemned for
permlttmg action to be taken against these
young men who ‘‘ jumped the rahﬂer ’ but
men are still ‘ jumping the rattler.”

Mr. GrLEpsow : Those are mien coming up
from New South Wales.

Mr. KENNVY: I'would ask any member
of the Government if instructions have been
issued * that  only men coming  from. New
»South Wales should be put into gaol if they

“jump - the rattler.”” We know that every
day of - the " week men: - are still - fined  for

¢ jumping the rattler.’’:

Mr.  SPEAKER: - Order! The - hon.
meémber. ig not in  order in dealing with that
matter “on’ this resolution.

Mr.  KENNY: I was drawn into that by
hearing . other - hon. members = discuss  the
question and by interjections from CGovern-
ment, members. - It is- desirable that some
consideration should be. given to the posi-
tion. - Unfortunately, single men in Queens-
land “are in:a very difficult position. I
sympathise with the Minister in the dilemma
< he finds himself” in_ to-day.. We were con-
demned for our attitude when in power.
say  definitely 'that the. provision made for
single men’ is not all that could be desired
—bs, ‘one ~week for rations, and one day’s
work  a ‘fortnight. - That is not going to keep
a ‘person: living in town. young man 1s
not going to. be contented with rations one
week ‘and @ day’s work the next week; he
is: going. to try to get a job.

Mr. GLEDSON : What was your action?

Mr. KENNY : I am not trying to defend
our action iat ‘all. - We gave one day’s
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rations per week, and I did not apologise
for it during the "election campaign. I said
that, with the finances available, we could
not do anything of any value for the young
single men at that time, and that all we
could: do- was to. encourage industry to
absorb the unemployed. But when we asked
the young men to walk from place to place,
we did more for the young men than the
Labour Government. - The position to.day is
that they still- have to walk. There is very
little * opportunity  of getting work in the
capital cities, where a great many of them
are. More. consideration will have to be
given to the single men, because, instead of
their situation being relie eved; it iy being
intensified by the pohcy of the present
Government. It ds very undesirable to
aggregate thousands of unemployed men in
the capital cities.. By doing that we are
going to get them into a. camp with com-
munist - leaders - addressing. them, to' have
processions through the cibies, ‘and providing
difficult work for the police force.. The onus
is on: the Minister in control of: this depart-
ment to bring: about some improvement in
the position: The: policy of the Government
they cannot carry
on the policy that mlght have been adopted
ten or: twelve years ago. They must; meeb
changing circumstarces; and, in my opinion,
there is only one way to do that, and that
is: by giving industry a fair go, and letting
it do’ the job' for. the Government.

Mz MAXWELL" (Toowong) [3.24 pan.]:
The question before the House is one that
has created a great amount of interest. We
have had- opinions  from: hon.. ~members
learned in the law as to the proper course
that should have been adopted, and, as with
doctors, there is a difference of opinion
among them.

In times like the present, when co-operation
is essential to put industry on a sound basis,
we should give encouragement to people o
invest. their money. 'The position, however,
has been prejudiced through the attitude of
the = Government. in eliminating. a - certain
section ‘in: an Act that wag passed by the
Moore Government dealing with preference
to unionists.

I may. be expressing. opinions which are
unpalatable  to some  hon. members and
other persons; but. I repeat the declaration
T have always made, that, so long as any
man in a British commumtv wants: to work,
he has the right to work—ihe right to live,
I do not care what a Labour or any other
Government may say, or what laws they
may make to stop hlm if anybody is game
to take up the ma,tter they will’ not have
a leg to stand on. It is the privilege of
everybody who lives under the British flag
to get work. Vet we are told that, unless
men belong to & union; they shall not have
the right to work. I believe in trade unions
~~craft unions—but I do not believe in their
being used- for political purposes. . Their
very name conveys what they should be—a
union of tradesmen—but to-day they are. a
union of a big section who have banded them-
selves together for political  purposes, and
for political purposes only, and who exer-
cise their : influence on . the ' Government,
through the. legislature,” and demand trom
them legislation providing that, unless every-
body  joins & union, he shall not have the
right to live or work:

I do not propose to express an opinion on
the: Iegal position; because, as'a layman, I

Mr, Mazwell.]
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“am’ hot competent to do it; bub the majority
“of legal opinions are against the hon. mem-
ber for Kurilpa, I wish, however, to quote
the: opinion of a very eminent lawyer, Lord
Cave, the Lord Chancellor of England, in
1927-—one . of - the soundest ' constitutional
lawyers  Great Britain has ever possessed.
When introducing . a Trade . Disputes. Bill,
he said—

‘¢ No man should be obliged to refuse
his work. at the dictation of an outside
body and- against’ his will, nor should he
be ‘compelled to ~subscribe’ to: political
views and support political action against
his ‘own will.  Any suggestion otherwise
was contrary to the fundanientals of the
British Constitution.”’

We do not need the opinions of hon. mem-
bers opposite as to the legal position. The
fact remains that inia British community
every man and woman has the right to work
and live; and no party, whatever its policy,
has the right to prevent them from -accom-
plishing that object:

Tt has been said during this debate that
cortain charges have been' levied on unfor-
sunate men who have fallen behind in their
payments to the unions.” We know very well
that numerous - men  are  placed in  most
unfortunate positions to-day, that staunch
unionists  have  practically ~eaten up their
homes and their furniture %)ecause of the bad
conditions. that have . obtained  throughout
Australia.

At the ‘State Labour: Convention held: in®
Brisbane  in: January, 1932, the following
motion proposed by J. C. Valentine, repre-
senting - the - Australian” Federated Union of
Tiocomotive Enginemen; was carried :=-

“ That: legislation be enacted - giving
absolute preference to unionists, and that,
when Labour. gets back, the people who
dropped ~out  of . the unions “when the
Moore Government. abolished ‘preference
be forced to pay, the ‘whole of the dues
for' the period ~during: which they had
been out of the unions.”

I can quité understand hon. members oppo-
site being willing to accede to' the wishes
of a convention which frames  their policy
and generally lays down the legislation’ that
shall be' enacted ‘in the interests of a cer-
tain class. I propose to remind bon: mem-
bers opposite of a little passage from-Scrip-
ture which is quite apropos at the present
time.  This is taken from- lst Corinthians;
chapter x.; verse 12.

““ Wherefore - let. him ° that  thinketh
that he standeth take heed lest he fall.”

A bombastic attitude is generally regarded
as an indication of a weakness of character.
Certain leaders of Labour thought are prone
to boast of what they can do.  The action
of the Liabour Party in compelling all workers
to become members of unions and contribute
to. Labour. papers against  their  wishes  is
tyrannical in the extreme.  ¥You will prob-
ably. remember, Mr. Speaker; that M.
McCormack said that preference to unionists
was injurious to the unions. The day is not
far distant when: some  giant will arise  in
our: midst-—a giant in mind, though he may
be small in. stature, who  will- defy  the
Labour- autocrats who are to-day creating a
Labour monopoly. ~ These  gentlemen have
always professed abhorrence of ‘monopolies.
The. Leader of the Opposition quoted a letter
this morning from: the ‘‘ Courier.)’ I now
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propose to quote this letter which appeared
in the ¢ Telegraph” on 3rd October last—

“Un1oN. TYRANNY.

“ 8ir,~Through the medium of your
valuable paper, I should like to submit
a few remarks in sympathy with one of
your correspondents, signed ‘ Faber.’

““ What he or she writes is only: too
trus,  and- only one- of dozens of cases.
It. certainly is tyranny. I know of ‘a
man- who walked 10 miles to get a ‘job
and secured’ it, too,: but had to' stand
down -and take: his turn because they
had’ others o1 the: books: who, perhaps,
had never -even bothered “tolook  for
work, ‘waiting' for someone else who had
more grit;: perhaps.

¢ We certainly did have three. years’
respite;  but what I want to know is,
why do the unions become so- tyrannical
when the Labour Party 'is in power?
Axd ean the Government suppress: this
sort--of - thing; especially “wheén one" is
fighting "against such odds?  To get a
jobi is ‘really something : of "a' miracle
these days.: Well, why should not: that
person. have what he or she has striven
to get,. No doubt, in the case of ¢ Faber,’
someone else would be sent along to take
that position. - I do hope that some
abler pen than mine. will take this matter
up. . Unionism: was a very fine thing
in days gone by, but, like every other
system,  hag’ become  corrupt.  However,
I trust. your correspondent’s daughter
will be successful in: getting a position,
as it is & very sad:case indéed. . This
unjust method = does:  want - remedying,
and- quickly, too.—Yours, etc.

¢ SYMPATHY.

That is the opinion’ of another person who
exposes the tyranny of unionismi: It has
been said during the course of this debate
that the books of those unions which have
secured  prefererice have been closed.  That
was - also  true - on - another oceasion..  An
instance of union: tyranny came’ under my
own notice some time. ago. I sent out a
circilar letter in connection with the unem-
ployed returned ‘¢ diggers ”’ of Toowong. A
man had an opportunity of securing a posi-
tion, ‘and was actually placed in that.posi-
tion; but he was told that, because he’ did
not belong to a union, the individual employ-
ing him had rendered himself liable to:a
penalty and that he had fo sack him.  The
man got into touch  with me, and I inter-
viewed a certain gentleman. I told him that
I would be quite prepared to pay the union
fees of this man.- He replied, “ The union
met last Saturday night,- and I am’ afraid,
Mr: Maxwell, that he will -have to wait for
another month. = I said; ‘“What. will the
man’s wife and’ children 'do in the mean-
time? " He said, ‘I am' sorry; 1.do not
know.”’- I told him: then:that the man was
going to ‘work; and that he had the right’
to ‘work.

The' Government have been making an
appeal to thé community to provide work
for the unemployed. Last Sunday afterncon
the Premier preached a sermon in ons of
our ¢ity pulpits, in which he recommended
the ‘people to get together, co-operate, and
lend a hand to build up this great State.
That is a lot of piffie when judged: by the
actions of the hon. gentleman. It is all.very
well to stand up in a church pulpiti and say
that one believes in a certain thing ;' but
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an ounce of practice is worth a ton of theory.
The: opportunity is now: given to the Leader
of the Government to do things. How is it
being " done? - By placing. all ‘possible kinds
of - restrictions on: the ~employers who - are
endeavouring to! carry -oub their: work in
every - possible " way | Does the ' Premier
believe  that people are foolish enough’ to
have any faith.in him? " If the Govern-
ment want the  co-operation and assistance
of the  people “and  investors; ' they. can
secure it bub it can be:secured ‘only by
the establishment ‘of 'a ' feeling of security
and confidence. It will not: be brought about
by forcing an individual to. join a' union
before he is. permittéd to earn food for his
wife and family.

The Moore: Government - enacted - that, if
2 man belonged to one union, hie should have
the' right of entry dinto all unions without
the payment of additional fees.. The hon.
member for West Moreton read the balance
sheet of that great industrial “organisation,
the - Australian -~ Workers” . Union, .~ which
showed  that- a' poor unfortunate section  of
workers: who weré down”and: out received &
miserable. pittance -while “all - their 'salaried
officers “were . well paid.: That ‘i nothing
short: of political = hypoerisy s and;  until
Labour ‘develops ‘a broader viewpoint, ‘and
shows a desire to-help the people; the state-
ment of the Leader of the Government on
Sunday afternoon last will préve of no avail,
for it-1s no'use him asking the people to get
together: and then returning tothe: legisla-
tive. hall and enacting something which will
bring “about: totally different”conditions.

At 340 p.m;

CMr. o Hanson. . (Buranda), Chairman . of
Clgr{lmittees, relieved Mr. 'Speaker in - the
chair.

Mr., MAXWELL : I am protesting against
the " attitude of the Government- in  this
matter; - Legal gentlemen have told us cer-
tain things concerning the Order in Council;
but, ‘as with medical men, there is often a
great: difference of opinion amongst legal
men. - I am looking for someone who will
be. game: to take up this question outside,
and who' will fight the matter in. the law
courts.” Of course; I appreciate the fact that
the Government might introduce an ‘amend-
ing: Bill: to remove’ any doubt that existed.
The hon. member for Kurilpa has expressed
his . opinion,” but,” with “all’ due. respect, the

hon. . menber’ has" not. had. the practical

experience that other men have had in the
matter. He views the question from: one
viewpoint: only, and is not in. the :position
of ‘the man who can speak from his experi-
ence both ‘as an. employer and as an em-
ployee. It does not follow that, because
a man is a member of a trades union, bhe
is’ & -oraftsman. - Membership of ‘a union is
no. guarantee: in that respect.  That is the
difficulty because anybody can be admitted
to a union so long as he can pay the union

fees.
My. Fusnetr @ That is not true.
Mro MAXWELL: I say it is true. I

know  what "I am talking about: It is
8. well-known - fact - that - individuals are
rushing - to - join - unions. under . compul-
siom. I -intend “to  move  a reduction in
this' vote as a. protest against the action
of tho' Government 'in' hindering industry.
They are only sincere in keeping their own
jobs: - The masses of the people are noi one
whit better off to-day than' they were when
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the present Government took office. In that
respect my- views coincide with those of the
hon."member for Fortitude Valley, who was
honest- enough to admit that the condition
of affairs has not improved. It is all very
well for us who are assured of our bread
and water. We are drawing our salaries;
but what about the. unfortunate men and
women who have scarcely got bread? : The
Government have an' opportunity to:do the
things they promised to do.  Unfortunately,
the Government have so. far failed.  That
is a matter on which T would have no hesita-
tion' in: facing the: electors. . As a protest
against the Government’s action, I move-—

“That the' item—-* £100,161—Depart-
ment of Labour and Industry '—be re-
duced by £1.”

Hox.' W. H. BARNES (Wynnum): 1
formally second the amendment:

Mr. FUNNELL (Brisbane): [5.45. pan.]:
After listening  patiently and attentively to
hon. members opposite,- I feel ever so much
prouder - to be a representative’ of  Labour
sitting on' this. side ‘of “the Chamber. - Hon;
members: opposite have, clearly ‘shown' their
hands, “and have openly declared war upon
the industrial unions and trade unionists
of this State and the Commonwealth. ' Pre:
ference’ to unionists iz not the only form
of preference that hon. members opposite
oppose.. It is quite clear that the aim and
object "of “those hon. members in  delibér-
ately singling out preference to unionists for
attack is to. try. to discredit: the industrial
organisations  and  their ‘officials. " It 15" the
function of “theindustrial “organisations’ ab
all times to look ‘after the: interests of their
members; and I am perfectly satisfied that
the objection of hon.: members opposite is
not altogether to workers becoming members
of - the different industrial’ organisations.
Their opposition to preference to unionists
is an’ attempt to: weaken the organisations
so that the interests of the workers and the
welfare- of industry will ‘not be so- well
looked after as is the case -at the present
time, and that the industrial awards pre-
scribing the wages' and conditions may  not
be up to the present standard.

Preference to unionists has been a great
help to many industries. It will be remem-
bered by hon. members opposite that the
workers in the sugar industry, on becoming
organised, gave as much, if not more, assist-
ance. than the farmers in that industry, fo
bring  about & satisfactory state of affairs
in the industry, not only for the benefit of
the farmers, but also for the benefit of the
workers, who have been largely respounsible
for maintaining fhose conditions up to date:
It is also a well-known fact that the workers
of this: State and the Commonwealth' pay
something like 2d. per lb. miore: for sugar
than  they are really entitled to . pay,- the
industry - being' protected to- that. extent.
The hon: member for Burrum may. laugh,
but he knows that my statement is correct
and quite in accord with: his own: views.
The workers and consumers  generally  are
perfectly wsatisfied to- pay  that price,  pro-
vided that the conditions ‘operating in the
industry: are maintained, that the workers
enjoy in the future the:protection they have
enjoyed in' the ‘past; and. that the industry
gives employment only to  white labour.

I would ‘alsolike to mention the position
in the dairying industry. 'As is well known,
somiethinig like “4d. “per. 1b more is being
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paid- for butter than should be the cass,
simply because. the butter industry also
receives ' protection.  We know that sugar,
butter, and: other commodifies produced in
this country: are being sold much cheaper
to the workers overseas than to the workers
here’ on account of the preference given in
these industries. - Why should hon. members
opposite, - particularly  those . reépresenting
country electorates where these industries are
being carried on, raise any objection to the
workers in these industries enjoying prefer-
ence. and receiving the benefit of industrial
awards 7 This brings about mote satisfactory
conditions; and these good conditiong have
always existed under arbitration and con-
ciligtion: The worker knows that he is pro-
‘tected to.that extent from: the unscrupulous
employer who still existy in many mdustries.
We  know there 1is .a  big percentage of
people unemployed; and, if it were not: for
the Industrial Court awards and agreements,
we should: find the unscrupulous employer
taking ‘advantage of the unfortunate worker:
We would ' then have reasonable employers
placed in an unfalr position,: the conditions
in-industry would not: be fair o reasonable,;
and: the worker would ‘not receive the pro-
tection. ‘which - he  is  receiving under - the
Industrial Court awards;, on mccount of which
he can pay high prices for commodities that
are being produced in the State.

It ‘was quite interesting to listen to the

hon. member for Oxley, who is a large share-
holder in the Queensland Woollen Mill,
opposing  preference to unionists. : I claim
some of the responsibility for the organising
of the industrial workers in that industry
many years ago.  Although those workers
have enjoyed fair and reasonable conditions
from then onwards, the shareholders in that
company have also enjoyed: very handsome
profits. . The hon. member for Oxley has
been’ well rewarded by ‘way of dividends
on the shares he holds in the company. The
workers in’ that industry have ab all times
given  satisfaction, = industrial = pedce - has
obtained, ' and  everything ' has ‘gone  ‘on
smoothly and satisfactorily to both employer
and employes. - A number of other. indus-
tries could be quoted; and I am perfectly
satisfied after many years of experience that
in Industries where Industrial Court awards
and agreements  exist  everything is more
satisfactory to all parties.
. The hon. member for Sandgate was fairly
interesting ;. but his remarks in reference to
prefetrence to trade unionisis are not - in
accord with the experience of his own father,
As-a matter of fact; Mr. H. Sizer, senior,
who is' at: present employed in the Depart-
ment- of Public. Works, is' a financial mem-
ber of the  Carpenters. and Joiners” Union,
and - hag  been for many years.. He has
received ' preference  of ~employment  there.
He was first 'appointed in No: 1 district as a
- carpenter -in- May, 1930, was re-employed on
2 16th August, 1930, and’ has remained in  the
employ of the department as a carpenter,
enjoying Industrial Court award wages and
conditions since.

A similar’ remark can be made in respect
of the late Premier, the hon. member for
Aubigny.  Preference in  employment  was
given to his own son at the agbattoirs after
they were established. " (Opposition interjec-
tions.) " He may be the boy that was given
a chance.. That statement is quite true, and,
ag a matter of faot, my opponent in the
Brisbane: election, Mr. Mocatta, ' during the
election campaign flaunted from the platform
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a pay envelope of the hon.  member’s: son
to show: the electors that he was not an £8
or £9 a week man but only a £4 5s. a
week man.  Preference was given to the
hon. member’s own son over the son of every
other father of this State; yet we hear hon.
members: opposite complaining - about pre-
ference being given to some unionist over
some non-unionist !

I strongly advise hon. members opposite
to take the remarks of the hon. member for
Toowong with a grain of salt.. The facts
were not stated by the hon. member, and
will not bear out what he said. From my
experience; I know that industrial unionists
are honourable men, who compare favour-
ably with: the members of any profession ‘or
trade in:‘the State. . The legal profession,
the medical profession, and others which have
their-own Organisations, enjoy: preference of
employment. ~ We have had evidence of that
fact time after time; and; when such prefer-
ence ‘is ‘enioyed ‘by members of  other: pro-
fessions; surely 1t should ot be denied to
trade unionists!

I give a deliberate denial’ to the state-
ments of ' the' hon. ‘member: for: Cook "and
the hon: member for West Moreton.  The
truth is that no intermittent or relief worker
has been asked to join any organisation,
whether it be the Australian Workers’ Union
or not, whilst engaged on relief work. - In
order that hon. members opposite—especially
the hon. member for West Moreton—may be
correctly informed, let me tell: them that,
when men are engaged upon work for which
they receive the award rates of pay and
condibions, then and only then does the pre-
ference clause apply. I repsat that no inter-
mittent or relief worker has been asked, or
will ~ be "asked, to join  the  Australian
Workers’ Union or. any other: industrial
org#nisation whilst he remains on that work.
If he secures more ‘or less permanent em-
ployment. and. becomes subject to- an' indus-
trial ‘award, then the law of the land must
be observed by the employer. That is only
fair and reasonable.. Why should any objec-
tion be raised to that by the hon. member
for West Moreton or any other hon. member
opposite ?

Mr. Mamer: Have 'you the authority of

the Australian Workers” Union for. saying
that? :

My, FUNNELL: The hon. member is not
concerned so much about my authority as
he 15 about his desire to attack industrial
organisations and industrial leaders with a
view to discrediting them and the Govern-
ment, and denying them some of the credif
that is their due.. He is endeavouring to. do
that, whilst' at the same time endeavouring
to popularise hon.” members opposite. - The
workers on' the: jobs. know the true: facts,
and they will laugh at the statement of the
hon. member.  There are quite a number
of trade unionists in the West Moreton elec-
torate, .and during the next election cam-
paign they will have thie opportunity  of
deciding who' shall represent that electorate
in' the next Parliament. Let the hon. mem-
ber then speak in the same strain to the trade
unionists who may be in attendance at his
meetings. Let him do- that and not make
his statements in this coward’s castle, where
he is fully protected.  Let him ‘make those
statements at a public meeting. .

Mr. Msuer: I have done that, and the
have returned ‘me to: Parliament.
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Mr. FUNNELL: " The bitter remarks of
hon.. members ‘opposite towards the workers
have led to-their’ political downfall.~ They
will. have to stand 'up' to their remarks
during the next  election - campaign. . The
bitterness and the hatred of hon. members
opposite towards the industrial working men
and. women of this State justify our action
in- allowing the -industrial organisations to
extend a measure of ‘protection to them in
the same way as a farmers’ organisation or
an organisation of professional men is pre-
pared to profect its members. It is a trade
union " principle - in'this  State that. every
Australian worker; either male or: female,
shall be eligible to' join an industrial organi-
sation, provided he or she abides loyally by
the principles- of the  organisation.

Mr. Nimmo: They are forced to join.

Mr. FUNNELL: That is not true.  Hon.
members opposite are firm adherents of the
principle that payment must be made for
services rendered.- If we ride in a tram or
a train, we ‘are prepared to pay. for the
service rendered.. If a worker: inindustry
is “able  to: reap the benefits  derived  from
industrial arbitration and through industrial
awards,” efc., he should be prepared to pay
for 'the service  'rendered  to  him.  The
workers will be permitted ‘to organise and
to register their organisations so long as the
Labour Party remains in power.

I am perfectly ‘satisfied that, had the late
Government been refurned to power in June
last, the policy énunciated by the hon. mem:-
ber for Sandgate this afternoon would have
been given: effect to,” and the trade unionisbs
enjoying “and working under an - industrial
award. would have' lost that privilege. - It
should- be: the aim of the Government and
hon. members opposite to support the main-
tenance - of those ' conditions held by our
workers. . Take, for example, a small busi-
ness man- at Marburg, in the centre of the
electorate  of the hon. member for West
Moreton. . Why should he, through the fact
that no award was operating, be compelled
to "give oredit to. industrial workers because
of the low rate of wages operating? = Why
should an award not operate to' enable the
worker to:'earn. sufficient to. pay his way?
The bulk of the credit given throughout the
State at the present’ time is assumed’ by the
small business man' in working men’s centres.
That - is - the  reason’ why the unfortunate
small business man is in' the unhappy ecir-
cumstances” he finds" himself in to-day.

I -would remind hon. members opposite
who' have. been criticising ' the | Australian
Workers’ Union and its officials tha$, during
the: war, some 50,000 of its members enlisted
to fight for this country. That fact should
not: be forgotten, and it cannot be' denied.
I challenge the hon. member for Toowong
to- show: from the records of the Master
Builders’ Federation that a similar percen-
tage of its members went on active service.
In fact, I challenge any hon. member opposite
representing a similar organisation to quote
an: instance which exceeds this record. The
Australian Workers’ Union has been a loyal
industrial = organisation. -~ Its. officials - are
respected and give good service, not only to
its: ‘members, . but to the State: generally.
They have rendered invaluable assistance in
building up the sugar industry in this State,
and: will"continue their efforts in this direc-
tion. in order. to seftle the tropical portions
of ‘our State with our own kith and kin.
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The  policy - of the " Australian Workers’
Union- is. more or less the policy  of the
Australian Labour Party.  The chief plank
of that policy is the settlement of all indus-
trial matters by arbitration and conciliation, .
Those principles are generally known; and
that is the reason why the Australian Workers’
Union and ' its officials have earned the
respect -of - such - a- large percentage of
employers in this country. 1 have felt com-
pelled: to make this statement because of
the atbtack which has been launched by cer-
tain hon. members opposite on the Australian
Workers’ Union, That attack was not fair,
and I felt it incumbent upon me to' place
the: true position befors hon. members and
the public generally. I sincerely believe that
the only possible means by which war will
be prevented in the future is by the organi-
sation. of ‘trade unionism the world over.
Trade unions 'm0 organised can effectively
deal with any agitation for war. I defy
any hon. member opposite to contradict my
statement. Much suffering and hardship, as
well as expense, would be saved to this and
other countries if action were taken on the
lines I have suggested.  No munitions. of
war could: be manufactured if: the workers in
all countries were properly: organiged.  Cer-
tainly, what I .have suggested would be
in:the interests of the world at large.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY (Hon: M. P Hynes, Townsville)
[4.10:p.m.] ¢ This has been one: of the most
remarkable discussions I have: ever listened
toin this Houss. The resolutions gontain
many - imporfant - matters. that could have
been debated to-day with advantage to the
House and to the comwmunity; but the par-
ticular - resolution  dealing with my depart-
ment has been singled oub to give the die-
hard Tories on the other side an opportunity
of attacking the Australian Workers’ Union
particularly for its political activities.

With referénce to the statement by the
Lieader of the Opposition that the Order in
Council - issued for the purpose of enabling
the Industrial Court: to. grant. preference
to unionists was ultra vires the Act, I am
guite satisfied that, if the hon. gentleman
expressed his candid opinion, he would con-
fesy that it was not so. . If his statement is
correct; is it not remarkable that the various .
employers’ - organisations; - with ' their  vast
funds,;: have not: tested - the: matter in the
Supreme Court, 'and; if -necessary, in the
higher courts? . ~After “all," it is - a ‘question
of - jurisdiction:

Mr. Moozrg: They are not going to throw
their money away for nothing.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : They know: very well that
there is power in section 64 of the Industrial
Coneiliation and Arbitration Aet to enable
the Grovernment to do what they have done i1
issuing that Order in Council.

The hon. member for Gympie made ihe
remarkable statement that. this: particular
Order in Council was never ratified. . The
hon. member took the Government to fask
for not ratifying it in the same rranner as
they had ratified: other Orders. in. Council
passed by the present Government. It may
interest the homn. member to know: that the
Moors Government amended the Act by an
Order in' Council under: theé section referred
to, -and that the Order in'Council was never
ratified. I refer to- the: Order: in (ouneil
issued’ on 2%th: May,; 1930, dealing with the
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fixation of. hourly rates in: industry. - The
Act was ‘amended in-a vital respect by the
issue. of the: Order  in ‘Council to which I
have referred; yet members who supported
the Moore Government are now castigating
the ~present - Government ~for = issuing = the
Order in’ Council under discussion,

Mr.: Moorg: I ‘am' not' worrying aboub
that. I am saying that it is illegal.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The people who were  ap-
pointed. under  the. Act sponsored by the
Moore Government say that it is not illegal.

Mr. MoorE: Who says that?

The SECRETARY: FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY 1. The - Conciliation  Commis-
siorier.

At 4,15 p.ms;

Mr,: SPEARER' vesumed the: chair.

The. SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : If there was any question as

to the-legality of the Order in: Council, it

should " have been tested in  the "Supreme
Court.. It is a question of jurisdiction; and
that could have been tested in the Supreme
Court; and I am quite- satisfied that that
course” would Have been pursued: by 'any
aggrieved ~party who -disagreed . with - the
decision.

The attack on wnions reminds me of some
of the speeches made in this: Chamber half
a century ago.

Mr. Maugg: Tt is political unionism.

The SECRETARY: FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY ;0 1 shalldeal with ‘the hon.
member. later, and prove that he: does not
look up- his facts ‘before making statements
in' this: Chamber,  “All ‘must vealise that
orgamised labour  has done ‘s considerable
amount of good 1n the direction of improv-
ing the living standards of the mass of the
people.. It has succeeded in doing away to
a large eoxtent with the sweating evil, "and
has also succeeded in getting a fairer divi-
sion of ‘the 'national wealth amongst’ the
people of ‘the community-—that is the wealth
derived. from production. ' That is something
which * hon. ‘members  opposite  should ' give
organised labour credif for doing, I remem:
ber  the time referred to by the previous
speaker when industries in Queensland were
black . labour industries with black  Iabour
condibions ; ‘and; owing to ‘the fact that the
white ~workers in the State later became
organised ‘and were able to' make collective
bargains, they were not only able to raise
the standard of the ‘workers,” but also fhe
standard of their employers.” Pricr- to the
advent’ of “unionism, the employers in  the
sugar industry. were living under s very
low. standard of living ;' and their standard
of living rose automatically with the increase
in" the standard of living of the employees.
The-same: thing. applies to all other indus-
tries: .

The policy of the previous Government of
removing - all restrictions on” industry had a
very adverse effect on the standard of living
of the people in Queensland. I heard a
rémarkable. statement made by the ex-Secre-
tary for Labour and Industry; thée hon. mem-
ber for Sandgate, who said that during the
time ~ he "was: Secretary for  Labour  and
Industry he knew of certain- employers who
were not paying the full award rates, and
he also knew of certain employees who were
receiving less ‘than the award rates.  He
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‘said he could not blame: them. In' other

words;  he condoned an offence against his
own: Act.: That is the statement made by a
responsible member of the Opposition, who
held - the responsible position- of  Secretary °
for Labour and Industry in the. previous
Government. = An- industrial award: is  the
law ' of the country, and should’ be obeyed
in the same way as other laws have to be
obeyed by the-citizens of the State.  When
you have a responsible member who aspired
to be Premier of the State--I understand he
had his foot right on the fop rung of the
ladder “and nearly ~deposed  the  Lieader of
the  Opposition-—stating that: he: condoned
these - offences,. I say hewas nof qualified
to hold that high office. :

My, Moore: . You

condoned - offences

‘against- the law  for years: pash.

The SECRETARY FOR TLABOUR: AND
INDUSTRY : I can: assure the hon. member
that since I have taken: office. I have given
instructions’ that every person who commibs
a breach of ‘an award is to be prosecuted.
The man  who 18 prepared o give decent
conditions to his employees is up against
unfair competition; and the ex-Secretary for
Labour and: Industry said: that he thought
that any man was doing a just thing in not
carrying out award conditions.’ Since I have
taken office several deputations have waited
upon. me protesting against the action of
certain  employees. in’ not observing award
conditions;  and they asked the department
to- compel them to observe those conditions.
It meant unfair competition, and, if carried
on; would ‘mean’ the extinction: of the man
who was paying the award rates and observ-
ingconditions.

The hon. member: for West: Mereton made
a statement which T gave him an opportunity
of correcting.  He said that certain enmiployees
working . for :the shire ¢ouncil 'in: his- elec-
torate were compelled to take union tickets,
and he'glso read a clause in the local authori-
tigs’ award:to prove that union officials. were
compelling the council to’ accept; ordérs ‘and
deduct out of -~ wages: the ‘amount ‘due for
union’ tickets. - When ' he  was making  that
statement; 1 said that they only did that at
the: request of the ‘employees.

My, Manez: I admitted that:

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY - The hon.” member- did- not.
He- said it was not ab the request of the
employees but of the union. I have a copy
here of the local authorities’  award which
covers ‘shire councils  and the Main Roads
Commission. Clause 23 of the award states—

““ The employer shall, on: the request
in. writing of any employee, pay to the
union out of the moneys of such employee
in respect of wages the amount of contri-
bution of such employee as a member
of the union.”

At the request of the employes!
Mr. Mamzr: I admitted that.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The hon: member did not; he

denied it. - He said definitely that he did
not admit it.
My, Mauzg: Mr,  Speaker, I rise to a

point of order. The Minister 15’ distorting

my statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!  If the  hon.
member  wishes to make a personal explana-
tion, he must obtain permission; but there is
no. point of order,
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : Hon. members opposite have
quobed ‘the Wages Act to prove that it was
also illegal “for. shire councils  to - deduct
nioney for - union contributions from. the
wages of ‘their employees.  The - Act does
not- gome into  this at all:: This is simply a
request from an employee to his employer to
pay- certain ‘people- cerfain sums of money
from: their wages.
not” only in’ connection with union tickets,
but with other  transactions  between. em-
ployees and other people. I am rather dis-
appointed at the hon. member for West
Moreton endeavouring - to secure political
kudos by making a misstatement or ‘a-mis-
interpretation.of the position as he has done
to-day. ‘

With- reference to- compelling people who
are working on relief work to take union
tickets, the hom. miember for West Moreton
previously asked me a question in the House
which I answered: by saying that no persons
who:are. paid by the Director of Labour: are
obliged to take union: tickets. That aunswer
was:: correct. It will be understood that;
under the activities of ‘my department and
other  departments in the State, there is a
great number: of i people employed ‘on ordi-
nary jobs, on main roads. and railway con-
struction - and similar: work, ' which - was
“previously cafried out with loan funds. The
men who: go on to these jobs enjoy the full
award rates  and  conditions which were
secured by the ‘expenditure from the funds
of ‘such unions as the Australian Workers’
Union,  whose " balance-sheet: has been read
in‘connection with this debate. It is only
Just -and proper: that those who' work: on
these jobs and enjoy the benefits which have
been ‘secured . through “them by’ the union
should become members of that organisation
and: contribute to the expenditure incurred
in securing ‘and maintaining  those  decent
conditions: - That is- what preferénce means
~—that' those " who are benefiting by the
improved conditions should be obliged to
contribute their quota towards the expendi-
ture involved in securing those condifions.
=If is. " extraordinary - that hon. members
opposite should - single- out  the  Australian
‘Workers” Union for attack.  All employers—
decent employers. at-any rate—will give the
Australian- Workers” . Union credit’ for being
honest. in its- transactions - and for. fighting
fairly and: in. the open: It has the reputa-
tion, not only in Queensland: but also in
the other: States,of being an organisation
that can be relied upon by svery member of
the community.  Hvery penny of its funds is
spent in the interests of the members of the
organisation. | Unlike the HBmployers’ Fede-
ration ‘and other organisations. with which
hon: members opposite are associated; every
item ' of . expenditvre: by  the - Australian
Workers” Union is shown openly in its annual
?alance-sheet audited: by a certificated audi-
or. :
‘With reference ‘to. the benefits which the
members of the union have secured, I would
point outb that, first.of all, they are entitled
to & free copy of the '““ Worker ’—a news-
paper whichis admitted to be one of the
finest: journals published in Australia. They
are entitled to free legal advice. They have
the assistance of a paid organiser or honorary
official wherever they. are working, in any
part  of “Australia.  They - can  work: in
numerous industries on one ticket. They do not
pay any more than £1 5s. per annum. Their
funds are administered by officials who Hhon.
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members - opposite allege control the: mem-
bers of the organisation; bubt any member
who can get two other members to nominate
him can aspire to the highest office in the
organisation: and can submit his name to an
unfettered plebiscite. There is absolute con-
trol in this and most other unions.

Mr. Mauer: The more highly-paid officials
are never defeated once they get into such
positions. )

The SECRETARY FOR: LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : - Because the majority of the
members realise the value of the work, and
have no reason to change them.  Hon. mem-
bers  opposite - should  remember  that the
policy of the present Government in giving
preference to unionists has been endorsed,
not by this Parliament during this session, -
but - at the last election by the people of
Queensland—the - mogt democratic ~ endorsé-
ment any policy could secure. Everyone who
voted for a Labour. candidate. knew  that
that candidate stood four square for: prefer-
ence . tounionists; and: one of the reasons
why hon, members on this side were returned
to-power was: because of their adherence
to that policy.

It has been stggested that preference to
unionists was disallowed by ‘the  previous
Government on the ground that it involved
oss to the employees. 1 can cite an instance
~that of the employees in the meat indus-
try—=in which the reverse i1s the case.: Pre-
viously the members of the Australian Meat
Industry Employees’ Union = were . engaged
under an arrangsment made by their union
officials. Later they were compelled to go to
the burean of the  employers’  association.
Certain " “graft’” * was - going - on, and
employees were compelled” to' pay as high
as £5 and £10 in order to ‘secure jobs from
the emissaries of. the employers; and at pre-
sent a certain person. in a very exalted posi-
tion. in. the city has been charged -with
receiving - ‘“graft,’” or compelling some  of
his employees to pay him handsomely for
securing - jobs . for. them.  Under the old
arrangement the ‘member of the Australian
Meat: Industry Employees’ Union wenf. to
the union official, over whom he had some
control, because that official depended upon
his support. when he went to the ballot
annually; and evidently got fairer treat-
ment than he has been getting from the agent
of the employer.

The hon: ‘member for Sandgate expressed
the opinion that the Order in Council was
ultra vires.: If it was ullra virves;, then the
aggrieved parties have the opportunity to
test its: legality in the Supreme Court.

Mr. Swizer: If the court held that it was
ultra vires, the Government would immedi-
ately pass an Act of Parliament to rectify
the position. :

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The hon. member also:com-
plained that the industrial unions subscribed
to the political fighting fund of this, party.
There is not very much the matter with that.
The anti-Labour industrial unions:such: as
the pastoralists’  organisation. and the Em-
ployers’ Federation: subscribé handsorely. to
the political funds of hon. members opposite.

Mr. Moore: No. - That is ‘against. their
constitution:

The  SECRETARY FOR LABOURAND
INDUSTRY: ;" ‘Nevertheless, - they " do it.
Where -did the party opposite get its funds?
They could not fight an election: campaign

Hon. M. P, Hynes.]
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on thinh-air. They had plenty of funds dur-
ing the election campaign.. I repeat that
“there’ is nothing very much the matter with
that, The workers are justified in subscribing
to . a political party if they believe that
they can secure an amelioration of their
conditions by political action.  In fact, it is
advisable for them to assist a political party
that is likely to bring -about an improvement
of their conditions. The unions were justi-
fied in expending a portion of their funds
5o as’ to ‘secure the return of the Labour
Government.. They have secured an improve-
ment  in - the  conditions ~of  the workers.
When the Labour Government assumed coni-
trol,. industrial = conditions -were  far from
satisfactory ; but we hiave been able to bring
about’ some- improvement in: the conditions
of the great mass of the people of this State
The uniong . that  contributed are satisfied
that they have been reimbursed in the better
conditions obtained: for their  members.

There is nothing - wrong with' preference
to umnionists.  The Labour Party stands four
squatre - for . preference to unionists. - We
believe: that  conditions have been improved
by the application of that principle.  The
Labour- Party. throughout the world -stands
for preference to unionists. We know. that
hon. members’ opposite give preference to
non-unionists, which is 2 distinctly anti-social
act. - It iz contrary to the best that society
in & civilised  community can offer to - its
pecple. - Unionism stands for the improve-
ment of the conditions of the masses of the
people. . It stands for the uplift of society,
whilst ~preference = to. anti-unionists has a
reverse effect; and means the degradation of
the workers ‘and the lowering of their living
standards:

Mr.- S1zER The  workers  are’ worse  off
to-day than ever they were in. their lives.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY ;' They  certainly were  worse
off ‘during the regime of the Moore Govern-
ment. A contributing factor to the worsened
conditions: was the policy of abolishing pre-
ference to' unionists,  together 'with = the
removal " of: all industrial regulations  and
restrictions. ” I” realise that® Queensland, in
common - with every . other  State  of the
Commionwealth, and ' in common with  the
rest of the world, has suffered some adverse
effects ‘from the world depression; but the
position  was intensified by the industrial
policy pursued by the previous Government.
Notwithstanding the criticism that has been
levelled - against the Government, and not-
withstanding the fact that it has been diffi-
cult to- obtain: money since our accession to
office’; there has been an increased amount
of ‘employment provided, relief workers are
in. receipt of higher rates of pay, and they
are able to enjoy other conditions that were
not. available to . them  under the previous
Government. . "According to the latest avail-
able " statistics,. there: 1z also a falling. off
in the number of unemployed. That speaks
volumes' for Labour -administration.

The hon. member for Sandgate - referred
to. a statement made. by His Grace Arch-
bishop Duhig in connection with providing
railway carriages on trains for the purpose
of - allowing - unemployed . youths " seeking
employment to travel; and he twitted me
with the fact that previously I had made
the same request.. That is substantially cor-
rect.. T was a member of a deputation which
waited ‘on the late Premier, and imade
several - requests = regarding = unemployed

[Hon: M. P. Hynes.
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youths. * I remember that we entered a pro-
test againsy the savage sentences which had
been meted out to those who were caught
“ jumping - the rattler.” - Another: request
was the discontinuance of the inhuman prac-
tice of compelling boys to travel from police
station to police station in order. to. par-
ticipate in the weekly ‘“ hand out ”’ of rations.
As an alternative, the deputation asked that,
if these boys were gompelled to travel from
police station to police station—and in some
cases in the far West the distance was great
making it a physical 1mpossibility for them
to cover the distance within a week—some
provision should be made by attaching a
truck to the trains to enable them to travel.
The position to-day is entirely different.. The
hon. member may laugh, but it is true:
My, Stzer: It is too huncorous:

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : There - is' nothing  humorous
about ‘compelling . youngsters to- leave their -
homes, become’ ** hoboes ”? "and nomads;  and
associate with undesirable influences in: order
0 get six shillings worth of rations per wesk.
We 'gave a definite’ promise from’ the hust-
ings. that, 'if returned, we would ~abolish
that system.  We 'did so. -As the resulf of
our ‘policy, the youth who  previously had
to ‘“ yurp the rattler ’’ in order to get from
police - station. to  police- station to secure
sufficient food to sustain life can. live in
the favourable environment of his own home
and  get- six shillings worth of rations: one
week and a day’s work the following weel.
A large number of youths who are now
found. travelling on trains without tickets
have come from over the border.

My Sizer: That was the position pre-.
viously. " Your records will show that.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY ;' Take the position of a mar-
ried “man with two or' three sons who  is
receiving  £3 a . week from relief work:. It
was  impossible: for him to feed those boys
and keep them at homs; and; so that they
mwight keep: body “and soul together, these
boys were compelled to go out on the roads
and: become homiads: in’ order. to’ geb six
shillings 'worth of “rations per week. ~We
did- away with that.

Mr. Mamer: Must o boy in the fubure
leave his home to look for a job?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : If a boy leaves his home and
has a roasonable chance of securing a job.
then the best possible way for him to' reach
his destination is by rail.” If the hon. mem:
ber can bring a boy to me who' possesses
& reasonable chance of securing a job any-
where in. Queensland, I will see that he
receives a raillway pass to take him there.

Mr. Mamrr : Must he have the guarantes
of.a job?

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND:
INDUSTRY : The hon. member knows very
well that very few people will secure a job
in the country merely by travelling by traim
or walking - through the district. . Most
employers engage their labour for selections
and farms at a labour bureau, which is the
place where any intelligent employer applies
for his labour. The employer knows' there
is a big crowd of labour to select: from. As
a consequence, most of the labour in Queens-
Tand is selected through the labour bureatx,
sither public or private.

Mr. S1zEr ¢ Do you give them g pass?
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The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY " They get a concession ticked
1o get on: to the job.

My, Bizer: We  did that, too.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
many interjections.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I know that; but the Moore
Government did not  give the: single men
rations so that they could stay ‘at home until
such time as they did secure work through

the labour bureaux. Nor did the Moore
Government give them one day’s work per
fortnight to  enable. them to contribute a
little.  to  ‘the expenses - of their = parents’
household. By doing the things that I have
mentioned, we have removed the necessity
for the action that I advocated should be
taken - by -the  previous: Administration—
namely,  to  provide railway . transporf
facilities for these boys.

Mr. Sizzr: We didn’t wipe out the ration

allowance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
member will take a hint.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY ; The opinion expressed by the
hon. ‘member for: Sandgate that there seems
to be ‘no hope for the future is 'indeed 'a
pessimistic. one, I think the hope for the
future lies in . the development of the State
by land settlement’ and. in- that - direction
the ' Government  are “taking the  lecessary
steps. . Road  and’ transport  facilities. are
being - provided, and  évery encouragement
is gilven in the direction of land settlement,
which, I think, is the solution of the present
unemployment problem.

I know that the hon. member was: also
opposed to the Beerburrum settlement, which
might be termed something in the nature of
an experiment,. At any rate, it is something
in the direction of taking men’ away from
unproductive work—men who have the hope-
less outlook referred to by the hon. member
for. Sandgate—and -giving  these men  an
opportunity  to . grow ! tobacco. . Notwith-
standing the dismal prognostications of the
ex-Secretary for Labour and Industry, most
of these men. will' make 'good:

The. other schemes which the Government
have embarked - upon o absorb i relief
workers ' in' reproductive  work: should com-
mend themselves to any unbiassed member of
this: House..m Weé intend to enforce the indus-
trial awards: The hon. member for Sand-
gate said that the policy of his Government
was' the  reverse—that, “although he knew
there were evasions, he permitted them to
continue,

Mr. Sizer: To keep peopls in work.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : I can- assure the hon. member
that we intend to find work for the people
and to see that the award rates and condi-
tions are- observed.. We intend to give to
the  workers the right to organise that was
taken from them:.

Mr, 81z8r: Bub you won’t give them work.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY : The fact of there being no
work “is - attributable in a great medsure to
the policy of the Moore Government.

L quite understand the hon.” member for
Gympie in . his ~ rather  bitter attack on
ainionism. - Most of his predecessors took up

There are too

I hope the hon:
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the same attitude towards the workers in
Gympie, when it was considered a crime to
be ‘a member of a union. Hon. members
opposite took up the same attitude as was
taken by the Tozer family when men like
Andrew Fisher were forced out of the mines
owing to the policy of the employers in the
mining industry at that time. That adver-
sity did some good. It showed the workers
that, in order to make any progress in the
industrial field, and in order to secure a fair
share of the wealth they were producing,
it was essential’ that' they should. organise.
They have done that, and during the time
Labour was in power, we gave every assist-
ance to. genuine  industrial. unionists = to
organise and carry on their domestic affairs
without interference. - The Moore Govern-
ment repealed our Act, and substituted an
Act which was calculated to smash unionism
in the hope that in smashing unionism they
would smash the political opposition they
would meet on the hustings when they went
to the electors to get a verdict. - Their action
in trying to smash unionism: recoiled on their
own heads; and as the result of that policy,
they now: find themselves in’ the cool shades
of © “opposition: - T am satisfied that  this
attack was launched “on ' this resclution in
an -attempt: to. get some. political gain out
of some of the tarradiddles and propaganda
that have: been circulated through the Tory
préss and’in this Chamber  regarding: the
action of certain union’ officials in connection
with relief work. ' I have received only two
complaints—one’ from the hon. member: for
West - Moreton and one  from. Bundaberg,
where  the Tory -politicians  were  ab- the
bottom of it—in connection with the attitude
of various industrinl = unionists = towards
unionists’ - organisers. - Decent men realise
that-there is a responsibility on them to con-
tribute to their organisations, which won
good conditions for them. These men have
not such short memories that they do. not
appreciate the fact that less than fifteen or
sixbeen years ago, before Labour came info
office,” they  were enduring -wretched condi-
tions. - They all appreciate that fact, and
they know that during the three years Labour
was oub. of office, there ‘was a tendency. to
g6 back to- those bad- conditions. " That 'is
why there is no objection on the part of any
worker “in ‘the commiunity, ‘provided he has
the wherewithal to ‘contribute to the union
that is working for his protection and in his
benefit. The ‘gibes aimed 4t the Australian
Workers - Union and ' other 'unions - were
simply  launched. for' the purpose of getting
a little political kudos. -1 am satisfied that
the majority of the workers in Queénsland
will stick to their unions; notwithstanding the
statement that has been made in this Cham-
ber to-day, and notwithstanding the state-
ment made in the capitalistic press.” These
men will stick to their unions knowing thab
the union is the safeguard so far as indusirial
conditions- are concerned. . If they want to
secure improved conditions  and a  higher
living standard - and the - protection  that
industrialists are entitled to, they must not
only keep in power a Labour Government
but also maintain solid industrial organisa-
tions: outside Parliament.

Mr, MOORE (Adubigny) [450 pm.]: It
was rather amusing to listen to the Secretary
for Labour and Industry pointing out how
the workers appreciated unionism. If they
do appreciate i, why make it compulsory?
That is the grievance we have—we are not
objecting . to unions at all; if unions are

Mr. Moore.]
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efficient” and. competent, and- can ‘give the
return hon.. members: opposite 'say they ‘do,
why ‘make unionism compulsory ?

The SECRETARY FOR: LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
That is.to compel the miserable minority to
become miembers.

My, MOORE ;- That is what we object {0
~the tyrannical application of prefererce to
unionists: We are not objecting to unionismi,
for there are plenty of employers who always
pick unionists. - What we object to iz making
unionism: compulsory. by Act of Parliament;
and. what I rose for this morning was not
{0 object: to- unionism, but fo take exception
to its: being done by Order in Council, which,
tomy mind; iy allegal. T firmly - believe
that still, and the. Minister has put up no
argument proving that the action of the
Government was legal. It was done, how:
ever, and employers outside recognised that

it was no good spending a lot of money in:

testing the case when they knew that they
would be deprived of the result of the judg-
ment  immediately afterwards by ‘Act of
Parliament.

The Secrstary for Labour and Indusiry
objected to the ex-Secretary for Tabour and
Industry condoning  breaches of ' the law.
The first person to say. a word about con-
doning breaches of the law was the present
Minister himself.  When the Labour Govern-
ment were formerly in power, they condoned
every strike that came along, and no prose-
cutions took place, although there was a law
which laid 1t down ‘that action should be
taken.  Under present conditions 1t is neces-
sary, as the ex:Secretary  for’ Labour and
Industry said; to try to keep people in work;
and not to harags employers who are trying
to keep ‘men-in employment. - We want to
encourage employers as much as we possibly
can to do that.

With' regard o trade unionism' in times
gone by, members were required to obtain
certificates of competence.  If a man joined
a union, it was known that he was competent
because: he was in the union; to-day there
is: no. stuch certificate  of competence. The
suggestion put forward by the hon. member
for Kurilpa—that you might employ a man
off the street” who had no skill for an elec-
trical job, whereas, if he got into the elec-
trical workers’ union, you would know where
he. . was—was - untenable.  The  electrical
workery do not get certificates of competence
from: the union. but from the board which
conducts the: examinations. - We strongly
object to.this legal preference owing to the
tyranny which is exercised.

The. SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSIRY :
A union ticket is granted on the understand-
ing that the peérson to whom it is granted is
competent.

Mr. MOORE: That should be the case;
but when we find: the bocks of ‘a union are
closed ‘and ‘applicants ' are’ not allowed to
join, is there any justification for the Govern:
ment: handing over the ‘power of life and
death; or the’ guestion of “work of nho work,
to the secretary of ‘an organisation who: is
able to say, ‘ The books are closed and you
cannot come inj consequently you cannot get
2 job’ ? - No Government can defend that
position.. " If - there is to. be - compulsory
preference, the only thirg that ought $6" be
done is to see that there 15 a maximum pay-
ment -provided, and that the books of the
uniong are kept open so that those who have
a right to get 'a job may join the union.

[Mr. Moore.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

If ‘we take that right from a man; you
deprive him of the opportunity of earning
a living, and place the decision in the hands
of the union secretary. That is quite wrong.

The - hon, member for  North Brisbane
stated that during the debate which has
taken place we have exposed  our hands.
There is no exposure on our part. When
we were & Government,” we. did ‘away with
preference to unionists, as we believed in
the principle that every man had a right to
work. - We: would take the same  action
again, as we think the principle of com-
pelling a man to join a union before he can
obtain work is. wrong. It is not a question
of ‘exposing our hand.

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY:
Do ryou subscribe to. the  dictum: of the hon.
member: for:: Sandgate—that ~an. employer
should ‘not: observe the law?

Mr.. . MOORE : - We 'did not say that. " 1
do.mob think it is fair that power should
be given ' to.any individual “to: say - that
another man shall not earn his living, or to
close: the union books and: not allow a man
to join: the organisation.: What rvight has a
secretary- of ‘a- union to say whether a man
shall' be - allowed to. work or to tell him
that the books of the union are closed 7 Hon.
members ' opposite might be. able to justify
it if the books were kept open and- they
fixed a maximum fee; but to place: in the
hands of an individual the right to prevent
another individual from earning his living
cannot be justified by anybody, Government
or -individual. - The whole: position seems
to be entirely: wrong in -principle. If =
union does some good for its members, there
is: no" occasion for compulsion to join that
union. . There is ‘hio compulsion in  other
organisations.” Their members recognise that
they: get advantages and consequently they
Jjoin $hem.

Mr.. FUNNELL:
profession ?

Mr. MOORE : The medical profession and
the legal profession are in a totally different
position because the members of either pro-
fession has to pass a stiff examination before
he becomes qualified to membership.. It is
not simply a question of paying a fee.  The
member. of & wunion does nof have to be
skilled in order to. join the organisation—
he only has to pay the fee.- In the other case
the. members: of the organisation "are not
qualified by the payment of a fes but by
the passing of the examination,” That is &
totally ' different = thing'. from ' compulsory
preference.

I: repeat that we “are mnot - objecting  fo
unionism,: What we object to is the power
that: the Government give to an. individual
to: decide whether a. man  is" entitled to
work’ or not. . That is the ocutrageous condi-
tion: of things we have reached. The sug- .
gestion that 'a relief worker or an. inter-
mittent worker does not have to join a union
18" quite beside the point, because a large
number of ‘men. who have been put on to
main-roads work  on' the  rotation - relief
system and’ are paid award rates have io
join a. union. ' What the hon. member. for
West ~Morteon ‘said is' perfectly true. ' If
men happen’ to be' working for the Main
Roads' Commission or the Railway Depart-
ment, - though = they  are rotation: relief
workers, they have to pay the union  fees:
That is all that the hon. member contended:

What about. the medical



Supply:

It is a totally different thing to saying that
anyone paid: by the hon. gentleman’s.depart-
ment had to join.

Mr.  GaIrinterjected;
Mr. MOORE : I have always thought that

preference  in the Government service —was

totally unfair. T cannot see. that there is
the: slightest justification for: it It is abso-
lately “wrong to say . to  anybody: ‘who. is
going to work for: the Government or for
the public, ‘* You 'must join an 'organisa-
tion or-you will be paid less or you will not
gebt & j0b.”’: ° Nobody can possibly  jusbify
it.. Everyone who has to pay taxes, if he is
competent to pass the public service examina-
tion, should have the right to secure employ-
ment from the Government. The idea that
he should have to belong to any organisation,
political or-otherwise, is quite wrong.

That is briefly the position: that we take
up.”” Hon. members on. this side say that
every ‘man has the right to'a job.  We do
not:: care  whether  that  man ‘joins an
organisation ‘or union or mnot;. but we do
object to ‘joining an’ organisation or. & union
being: the' only: condition on which he  ¢an
get ajob: :

Question—" That £100,161 stand  part of

the‘ resolution ’==put; - and - the. House
divided :=—
AvEs, 27.

Mr,: Barber Mr.. Larcombe
W Bedford 5o Lilewelyn
5 - Bruece ;5 Mullan
;5 Bulcock . O'Keetfe
.. Conroy s Pease
4 - Cooper b Smith
5o Copley; P K. o Waters
5 Holey ;. Wellington
5 o Funnell 5 Williams
.. Gledson o Wilson
i». - Hanlon
;o Hanson Tellers :

., - Hayes .. Copley, W. J.
;s Hynes 5o Galr
o Keogh

Nogs, 22:

Mr. Barnes, G. P. Mr. :Nicklin
55 Barnes, W. H; 55 Nimimo
s Brand oo Peterson
s Clayton s Roberts
5o Costello i Russell

Sy Daniel i Bizer
o Deaeon oo Taylor, O
s Fadden 5 "Wienholt
o King R M. :

v Maxwell Tellerss
55 Moore 5 Kenny
s Morgan - Maher
PAIRS.
AYEs. Noss.

Mr. Taylor, G. C. Mr. Tozer
55 Stopford 4 - Sparkes
5 Kingy W T, . Bdwards
.- Dash 45 - Plunkett
;5 Collins 5. Grimstone

Resolved in the affirmative:

Crosure uNDER STANDING ORDER No. 307.

At 5 p.m., under the provisions of Standing
Order No. 307 and Sessional Order of 17th
August, Mr. Speaker proceeded to. put fo
the * House' the resolution under discussion
and the remaining resolutions not' already
agreed to.

Resolation 61 agreed to.

; Resolutions 62 to 69, both inclusive, agreed
o.

1932—7 7
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WAYS AND MEANS.
Resvmprion oF COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Hanson, Burandw, in the chair.)

The TREASURER (Hon,  W.. Forgan
Smith, Mackay) [5.6 p.m.]: I move—

“(a) That,  towards making "good the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service: of the year 1932-1933, a further
sum not exceeding £4,097,004, be granted
out: of the Consolidated Revenue Fund
of Queensland : exclusive of the ‘moneys
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund
Account;

“(b) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to His Majesty,: for the
service- of the year 1932-1933, a. further
sum not exceeding £2,880,578, be granted
from the Trust and Special Funds:

‘* {¢) That, towards making good the
Supply granted to- His Majesty, for the
service -of | the: year 1982:1983, a  further
sum not:exceeding ' £1,617,242, be granted
from:the moneys standing to the eredit
of the Loan Fund ‘Account.

“ld) That; towards making good  the
Supply granted to:His Majesty, for the
service -of - the year 19311952 3 supple-
mentary sum not exceeding  £58,099 1Ts,
9d.; begranted ‘out. of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Queensland’ exclusive
of  the ‘moneys standing to' the credit of
the Loan Fund Account.

(e} That, towards making good “the
Supply granted to His Majesty, for the
service of the year 1931-1932, a supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £375,542 Ts.
0d., - be granted from ' the  Trust and
Special: Funds.

“(fy That; towards making good the
Supply. granted to His Majesty, for the
service of ‘the year 1931-1932, 'a . supple-
mentary sum not exceeding £20,704 &s.
2d:, - be grarted from - the moneys stand-
ing " to. the credit 'of “the Loan  Fund
Account.

“(g):-That, towards making good the
Supply ‘granted - to. His: Majesty; on
account, for the service of the year. 1933-
1934, a4 sum ‘not ‘exceeding  £1,800,000,
be. granted  out  of  the  Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Queensland exclusive
of the moneys standing 'to the' eredit of
the Loan Find Account.

‘“(R)-That, towards making good:the
Supply " granted  to His = Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year 1933-
1934; & sum’ not’ exceeding - £900,000, be
granted. from  the Trust and Special
Funds. :

“{7) That, towards making 'good the
Supply - granted  to . His  Majesty, on
account, for the service of the year 1933-
1934, a sum not exceeding £450,000, be
granted from the moneys standing to the
credit of the T.oan Fund Accéount.”

"This_is the. final- Appropriation, and: covers:

the  Bstimates-in-Chief, and ‘the ' Supplemen-
tary: Estimates  which = have already. been
passed - in. Committee. ' This dppropriation
will provide Supply for the remainder of the
financial year; and for a few weeks in the
new financial year.

Mr.. MOORE: {Aubigny) [5.9 pm.]: Why
does’ this: vote extend to"the 1933-34  finan-
cial ‘year 7 Why is it not restricted to the

e, Moore.]
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1032-33 financial . year instead. of extending
two years ahead?

The TreasvREr: The 1033-34 financial year
follows this year.

My, MOORE: This iy 1932-33.

The ArronnNey-Generan: This vote will pro-
vide Supply for the first six weeks in the
next financial year.

The TrREASURER: 1t is mertely following the
usual form.

Question—‘ That the resolutions be agreed
to . (Mr. W. Forgan Smith’s motion)—put
and passed:

The House resumed,

The CuarrMaN reported. that:the: Commit:

tee. had  come 'to certain- resolutions, and
asked leave to sit again:

Resumption of Committes made an Order

of the Day for to-morrow.

RECEPTION ~AND. ADOPTION  OF - RESOLUTIONS:.

On ‘the motion “of  the  Treasurer. (Hon.
W. Forgan Smith, Mackay), the resolutions
were received, and agreed to.

APPROPRIATION BILL, No: 3
FirsT READING:

A Bill; foanded on the resolutions reported
from the Committee of Ways and Means,
was. introduced, and read a first time.

SECOND READING.

The - TREASURER: - (Hon, = W.. Forgan
Smith, - Mackay) [5.18 pm.] o ITmove=
+“ That the ‘Bill be now read a second
time.””

How.  W.  H. BARNES  (Wynnum). [5.14
p.m.]: L think: the time  is opportune: for
investigating the affairs of the Staté and
reviewing some of ‘the promises: which were
made by the Treasurer:: In-the. first place;
I am deeply  disappointed: that the  hon.
ventleman: did nob give us some’information
astowhat transpired - at: the - last meeting
of the Loan Council; 'and also as ‘to what
happened at the Premiers’ Conferéence.  Such
& statement would have been of very great
interest at the present juncture.. For some
reason or other to which I shall make refer-
ence later, the hon. gentleman has not seen
fit to do that. I can: well remember that,
when the' ex-Premier and -myself returned
from similar meetings, the hon. gentleman
who is now Treasurer was always twitting
us. for not. giving information. - I venture
to suggest that the financial position of the
State 13 more critical to-day. than it  was
when we' were in office; and' 1 think the
public’ are entitled to know the exact finan-
cial position' of the Government. ~ I confess
that I thought the: Treasurer would have
availed himself of this opportunity to give
the information” to the House.

Reviewing  some  of ' the' items to. which
reference is made in the Estimates, I notice
that. the amount provided = for- * Contin-
gencies *’ is a reduction on that appropriated
last. year.  I. am anxious to know  if 'the
arrangements’ made will be sufficient. ' The
amount..  set- down . for. ‘“ Contingencies,”
which includes - exchange, is less  than the
amount last. year.. Probably very largely
due  to- the lower prices . that are ruling,
Australia to-day is up against this position—
it does mnot  refer to Queensland—that the

[Mr. Moore.
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imports  are greater than the exports.  We
know that the Bank of New South Wales
is anxious to raise the exchange rate,” and
I want to know from the Treasurer. what
are the prospects in that regard. Does he
anticipate that exchange will go up, or does
he anticipate it will come down ?. It seems
to me that that is a very fair gquestion to
ask:.  He himself - in his. Budget: speech
admitted what he was not prepared to admit
before—that exchange has a very big bearing
on the balancing of the Budget.

hThe TreASURER : Everyone must. Tecognise
that. :

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is only since
the hon. gentleman has: attained office that
he has’ recognised. it’ to any. extent.  We
would be'very poor ‘Australians if ‘we were
desirous ‘of seeing’ the: financial position:go
back. Tt will -be a very: serious matbter if
there are deficits from year to year.

1 would like to remind the hon: gentleman
of some ‘of ' his ‘own ‘cominents a few years
ago.  ~As reported: on’ page 1578 of ‘‘Han-
sard’" for 1931, the hon. gentleman in deal-
ing with the financial position had" this to
say—

“A - perusal of the detailed informa-
tion set out in’ those pages of the Esti-
mates “which “deal with the Land and
Income Tax Department justifies a state-
ment which I made in this Parliament
last year, when I expressed the view that
the chief State enterprise of the present
Treasurer - was - the - Taxation  Depart-
ment.”’

The TREASURER : - That is quite true.

How. - W. H: BARNES: If it: was. true
then, what is ‘the position = to-day :ith
regard  to: the: hon. gentleman?

The - TREASURER ;- You ' increased taxation
by £1,750,000;

Hox."W. H. BARNES : It secems to me
that instead of reducing  taxabtion the hon.
gentleman has increased 1t in certain direc-
tions. As’ reported -on' the same page. bf
« Hansard,”” the hon. gentleman made this
statement i—-

“Having regard to his methods and
to the policy’ of the Government, that
department bids fair to become the chief
industry of the State.’

That is what the hon. gentleman stated in
1931, and I take it that he himself feels that
he is the head of a department which is the
chief industry of the State. I say deliber-
ately that no party loves taxation as much
as - the ' party which the hon. gentléman
represents.. 'Their idea is;” and they have
expressed it again and again, to get at whatb
they think is the big man and tax him;
but they have not reduced the taxation on
the other man.: It seems to me that they
overlook the fact that this great country is
going to recover from its present financial
depression rather by giving encouragement
to people to come and get something out of
their undertakings rather than to -criticise
and say, ¢ We are very sorry if you make
anything out of it.”> . That is not going to land

~us anywhere. That policy has been absolutely

disastrous to this great State.

Last year the hon. gentleman referred. to
the big increase in the number of employees
in the Land and Income Tax Department
from 381 to 549.  Omne would have thought
that when the hon. gentleman took: charge
of the Treasury Department he would have
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said straight away, I am going to" reduce
the number.”” " But he has not done so.
find there has been “an ‘increase of one—I
suppose just to: 'make the number 550. It
has grown from: 549 to 550:

I do not know whether this idea of trying
to hoax. Parliament was very successful- at
the last election; but this is what ‘the hom:
gentleman said—

“ Undoubtedly, 10,000 additional
farmers; ‘and  others with small incomes
have been brought within the ambit of
taxation. I have always regarded that
as being a violation of sound ‘economic
principle.”

In'view of that statement I want to know

what -he is going to do to-day with regard
to these ‘people to whom hé made sich &
specific’ pledge—s0  deliberately that there
was: no mistaking what he was going to ‘do.
He: stated that he got: an  assurance from
the people of Queensland that a revival loan
of £2,500,000 would be forthcoming.  What
is thevs to prevent him from carrying out
that part of his policy?

The hon. ‘gentleman forgets the pledge he

made on the hustings to reduce faxation
instead of ‘increasing -it. That leads me to
the point that a Government’s intentions are
often defeated by taxation measures.  Very
often. ‘the imposition of faxation with a view
to' providing increased revenue reduces- the
income on which taxation is paid.

With' regard  to: the: latter  part. of 'the
statement 1 agrce with him. I believe that
to . increase . taxation ‘would ‘make’ it very
difficult to colléct it, as people cannot afford
to " pay.

The hon. gentleman talks of pledges. I
want to know what he is going to do with
regard: to the pledges he made about finance.
Why has he slipped so badly in that par-
ticular direction? Apparently he has for-
gotten the position in regard to that.

Mayi. I draw  attention to the revival
loan? I+heard an interjection by an hon:
member to-day that while the Treasurey did
not- get the revival loan  in  Brisbane, he
got. it from the Loan Council." That  state-
ment: is-not: correct. The revival loan -has
not - been -obtained:

T would draw atbtention. to. the:fact that
the' hon. gentleman  said-—=

¢ Aspecial ¢ Queensland Revival Loan’
of " £2,500,000 " from  Queensland citizens
will: be invited.”

Have Queensland - citizens  been ™ invited " o
contribute to that loan?  Have Queensland
citizens—who have a name for carrying out
their promises—gone back on their prom:ises;
or-has the hon. gentleman felt that it would
be useless to proceed in that direction? The
hon. geéntleman also said—

“It was proposed to invite the do-
operation of all Queenslanders in supple-
menting Labour’s onward drive to better
times by the flotation of a special Queens-
land Revival Loan of £2,500000.”

The hon.. gentleman ' cannot deny that he
nmiade  that statement when on the hustings
when he was looking for votes. The words
he used were, ‘“ A Special Revival Loan’’;
and the hon. gentleman  evidently thought
that the Lioan Council did not count:

The TREASURER: No.

Hown.: W, H. BARNES The hon. gentle-
man:may say ‘* No.”
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The TreAsURER: I wag only pointing out
how erroneous' your ideas were.

Hon:. W. H BARNES: I have had the
opportunity of pointing out how erroneous
the hon.- gentleman’s ideas were, and how
futile his' promises.  Here is another choice
morsel—

 Queensland’s Revival Loan, which the
Labour: Party intended to raise, would
be gone on with if the people gave them
a- mandate.. He would not be mauled
by the ‘ Liyons” or allow the Loan Coun-
cil to bluff him.”

I notice, however; that the hon. gentleman
made & very guarded statement when he
returned  from ~ the  meeting of the TLoan
Council: - T am’ quoting now s press report;
and- I am -assuming that it 1s 'a correch
representation’ of the hon. gentleman’s state-
ment, because I do not wish to tie him down
to. something he" did ' not say.  He said that
he” was: fairly well satisfied with the result
of 'the Loan Council meeting.

The TREASURER: Yes:

Hon. Wi Hu BARNES: I am very glad
that I was correct and that the hon. gentle-
man was falrly well satisfied with the efforts
ot the Loan Councils

The  TrEASURER - L did not - make 'state-
ments: like you  did When you: came back,
giving everybody the * blues.”

How."W. H. BARNES :' I thought the hon.
gentleman had ‘the ** blues ? to-day.

T now want to say & word or two about the
promises of the Secretary for Publi¢ Lands.
He spoke of a direct -shipping service to
Mourilyan Harbour, and of how the shipping
ring -had blocked 1t. It would also be in-
teresting  to know. whether the hon. gentle-
man has done anything in that regard.  He
said that the people of Innisfail were ‘more
heavily " penalised with regard: to- shipping
freights. than the people in any other part
of . Queensland. I am quoting now from
pages 1582 and’ 1583 of Hansard * for 1831,

The ' SEcRETARY FOR: PUBLIC LaNDSs: That
is quite correct.” We have done quite a lot:
They are. quite satisfied.

How: - W. H. BARNES: Of course, if it
were a. question of accepting. promises or
of “doing: these things by making  promises;
I have no: doubt that the: hon. gentleman
has: done-a very great  deal indeed. Then
I want to know what has happened.in' the
Government - Printing - Office; ~and . whether
rationing still goes on theve. I say deliber-
ately that I think it is very miuch better
to ration men than to dismiss them. I am
not opposed to the system’ of rationing work.
No man in a public position’ considers it a
nice_thing to have. to ration people in his
employment. . We. all like to do what is
popular.

The Secretary for Mines, the hon. mem-
ber. for Maryborough, from his place in
opposition last year, complained. that the
late Government had budgeted for a lesser
amount than that provided - the ‘previous
year. What about the. present Budget? It
seems to me that the Government have had
to do certain’ things: which: they did net
care about doing.

T propose to deal with the statement by
the Treasurer wherein he set out the amount
of money:that he expected to receive.. This
report - appeared. in the “Courier” of 5th
November, 1932, when the hon. gentleman

Hon,. W. H. Barnes.]
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returned. from a . meeting  of the ~ Loan

LCouneil—

“ My W. Forgan Smith' arrived: in
Brishane. " from .. Melbourne = yesterday.
Amplifying © remarks : which: had - been
telegraphed  from - Melbourne, - the - Pre-
mier: 'said that the arrangements as now
finalised - would  provide . for approxi-
mately 80 per cent. of the finance neces-
sary to- carry out the total programme
of - works ~and  developmental . activity
which he had outlined in his Budget
speech. The total programme amounted
to. £3,170,000, - and - of * this  amount
£2,550,000—including this  State’s alloca-
tion: of the: proposed new loan about to
be foated—had already: been’ assured.
He' had no doubt’ that, before the close
of " the . financial - year,  the . balance
required: to complete the full programme
detailed in the  Budget: would  be :pro-
vided for. .

“The funds under the :control of the
State- would -enable the Government  to
carry oub an extensive works programme;
and thus assist in providing avenues. for
many citizens with work and wages. - ‘I
am confident, too,” ‘added  Mr. Smith,
‘ that the efforts of the Government in
its- rehabilitation proposals will serve as
an incentive to business enterprise gene-
rally, as well as to those of our: people
whose own financial resources. will per-
mit, to co-operats in the campaign to-
wards . restored . prosperity. United
effort is essential; and I shall proceed;
at'an -early: -date, - with ' the  passage
through - Parlisment of - the Bureau 'of
Industry Bill, which has been' designed
to: co-ordinate ' this: objective:”

‘When ‘dertain: Estimates ' were  being dis:
cussed, the Secretary for Labour and Indus-
try stated “that  the  sum of - £940,000  had
already: been':received by ‘the Government.
Tt will' be ‘seen: from the report: contained
in-the ** Courisr ” tnat the Treasurer stated
that  he was carrying out. the Budgsat pro-
gramme. : This has' to do: with the Revival
Loan of '£2,500,000. : In his. Budget speech
the Treasurer stated— -

““The Loan Council has approved of
gross. expendifure - by Queensland  of
£1,610,000 - on- account = of  the. State’s
ordinary loan  programme. It is antici-
pated . that. this  expenditure - can be
financed by repayments to the Loan Fund
by Local Authorities and other borrowers
from the Government; by loans to be
obtained  from.  the =~ Commonwealth
Savings Bank under the Transfer Agree-
ment ;- and by utilising the cash balance
in the Loan Fund Account at 30th June,
1932.” :

The ‘sum’ of . £1,610,000 mentioned by :the
Treasurér must be an approximation. We
all” know - that -local “authorities’ pay their
interest and redemption on-loans, and that
other  amounts’ are obtained  from' the Com-
monwealth Savings Bank under the transfer
agreement,

Then - I find  that  the hon.  gentleman
appropriates two amounts: of £310,000 each.
One was -an amount that was advanced by
the - Commonwealth - Government 'in April
last to provide work under the winter: relief
scheme, while the other £310,000 was granted
by the Commonwealth to enable the State
Government to make advances at a low rate
of - interest . for - reproductive - work under
conditions: which were acceptable to: the

[How. W. H. Barnes.
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Government. of the day; and their action
has been endorsed by the present Govern-
ment.. If the £940,000 received from  the
Revival- Loan has been included: in’ this
amount, it brings the total up to the exact
amount - stated by © the - Treasurer—viz.,
£3,170,000; - - But. what = is . the position?
This is © the "~ point- I ‘want - to -specially
emphasise. . We heard a lot of talk about
the £2,500,000. loan which the Governmens
said they could obtain. ~ Was not approxi-
mately £1,610,000 of  thatamount to come
from local muthorities, efc.? . It would be a
most astounding thing if during the financial
year these repayments were -not made: by
local  authority - bodies. - The = Treasurer
included  that  amount of ' £1,610,000  in his -~
£2,550,000." The expenditure:of part of that
money-was cauthorised ' before we went: out
of ‘office.” Part of ‘it was: also promised:to
the Mount Morgan Gold ‘Mining Company.
The  Treasurer appropriates the whole: of
those amounts, and-includes it in the amount
he quoted. : Whilst the Secretary for: Labour
and Industry made the ‘direct statement that
the ' £940,000 ~had “been: received, it~ now
appears, to-put- it mildly,  that he made-a
mistake. = If I'described it in any other way
I would" be pulled up.  Therefore, if the
hon. gentleman gets only £2 580,000 he is
about £620,000 short of his £3,170,000. .1
am taking the Treasurer’s own words.  In
th.ed—'course of his Financial Statement, he
said-—
¢ The Loan . Council® has approved of
gross expenditure - by -~Queensland - of
£1,610,000° "on account of . the - State’s
ordinary:: loan  programme. Tt 'is: anti-
cipated " that ~this’ expenditure ~can - be
financéd by repayments to the Loan Fund
by local authorities and other borrowers
from: the. Government; by loans to - be
obtained . from ' the . Commonwealth
Savings: Bank under the transfer agree-
ment ;. and by utilising the cash balance
ilrési'éhs Lioan Fund: Account at 30th: June,

I have: quoted  absolutely  what the Trea-
surer said; so:that there can be no mistake:
I'say again: that the hon. gentleman has not
received: the £940,000. Tt seems" {0 me-that
out of the £4,000,000 which was made avail-
able to the States by the Loan Council the
hon. ' gentleman is: receiving. a. very  simall
amount., .

Mr. WignsoLT ; “All the better. -

Hon. W, H. BARNES: I agree with the -
hon. member in the main.. The policy which
was pursued by the previous Government was
a. wise one.  Had the Moore Government
carried out the siiggestion made to them by
the hon. gentleman who is- now Treasurer,
he would bave found himself in a most invi-
dious position. to-day.  Queensland, in com-
mon~ with - every ~other country, will not
extricate herself from the present position
until- she lives within her means.  If more
loan moneys are available;, the-interest bilk
inereases; and the result from the point of
view of the State is most unsatisfactory.

In: " his Budget speech the: Treasurer

‘referred o -the menace of unemployment.

Unemployment is indeed a sad thing, and
is one of the most destructive forces in-the
community. to-day. It strikes. at. the' root
of what is best' in a man or a boy, particu-
larly in the person who is desirous of getting
work and is unable to find it. ~At the same
time I can foresee s grave danger of creating
in’ the’ minds of the people a tendency to
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vely on the Government instead of helping
themselves. : ;

Mr. Forey: How can they help themselves
if they can’t: get work?

Hox, 'W. H. BARNES: There may be
too: much nursing by Governments. Do not
think ' for a’ moment that I am opposed to
men getting help:  Nothing is more pathetic
than the plight of a man who is anxious to
work and cannot ‘get it and has to return
to his home where his wife and children are
anxiously waiting to know what: has hap-
penied. - It is enough to break the heart of
the miost ‘courageous man.  Only to-day a
total stranger said to me that he thought
there was a danger of our feeding the people
too much.  No one can say that a person
who iz starving should not be fed, and,
happily I think, there are very few people
in. this country who are starving. = ~What we
must not overlook in all these matters is that
there 15 an-individual as well:as a State
responsibility. I now  want to - refer: fo
another  matter. A while ago = the  hon:
gentlemian said that I was always pessimis-
tic: yeb; to quote his own words as reported
on. page. 226 of ‘f Hansard’ for 1931, he
said that I finished up by calling for three
hearty checrs for the Government of Queens-
land.  That is a complete answer to the
hon. gentleman’s own words. . Before I go
further; T want to follow up a remark that
was made by the hon. gentleman yesterday.

Dealing with financial matters, he said that-

the Moore Government had passed a certain
regulation ‘dealing = with - the Income  Tax
Department. It is- perfectly - true that' a
certain régulation was passed. - I replied, by
interjection that' it was necessary. that it
should be passed.

The TreasUrer:- For a very special pur-
pose.

Hox, W. H. BARNES: I did not say that.
AT said- was that it “was rnecessary that
it should be passed, and the hon. gentleman
has” added the words ‘ for a very special
purpose.’’

The Tawasvrer: Why was it passed?

Hox: W: H: BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man does” not: always give information. - 1
was perfestly correct when I said that it was
never. used. - Although the hon. - gentleman
did’ not use my name, he inferred that the
regulation” was  passed. for 'the purpose of
locking' into other people’s accounts.. I want
40 say very -deliberately that, so far as I
was’ concerned; I never knew of any person’s
accounts, “in . the' Income Tax' Department
unless the parties came to me. As a matter
of fact; I was never once in thée Income Tax
Office while I was Treasurer; and I certainly
never: sent for any pabvers unless @ person
came to me and said, *“ I would like you to
lock into my- affairs.” " Under those circum-
stances. I got the Commissioner of Taxes to
look' into matters.  The hon. gentleman is
not worthy: of  occupying. his high official
position——

Mr.  SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not indulge in' personalities.

Hox.-W. H. BARNES: I must bow to
vouri-ruling,, Mr. Speaker; but I want to
say. that the honour of the department was
maintained in every direction by myself.

My, Warers::' Not by your Government.

Hoxo Wi H. BARNES: Yes,

by my
Government; too.
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Mr. Sizer: Mr. Speaker, T rise to & point
of “order.  The hon. member . for Kelvin
Grove. said the honour of the Government
was not maintained by the Moore Govern-
ment. . As a member of that Governwment, I
regard  that. staterment as offensive.. What
the hon. membér stated is incorrect, and I
ask that it be withdrawn, as it is personally
offensive to me.

Mr. SPEAKER ' I ask the hon. member
for Kelvin Grove to withdraw.

0 Mr. WarERS: As parliamentary procedure
requires me to withdraw, I withdraw.

Howx.- W, H. BARNES: I notice, too,
that complaints were made because last year
I made reference to other States. = After
‘all; are we not all influenced to a very great
extent by what the other States do?  Would
anyone say that the affairs- of New South
Wales: as run: by Mr." Lang' did not hurt
Australia? - I am ‘sure: they  didi' 1. want
to:say. that, if Queensland gets behind: very
reuch, it does: not  help Australia. It is no
use  assuming: that, 1f ‘certain’ things' are
done, it does not ‘matter. Tt certainly does
matter very much.

That being 8o, I realise how important
it is that we should endeavour to do ‘our
very best on the financial side.  We have
a right to review what has happened, and
I will take the last three years and show
what the  position :has been in  connection
with “income: tax. = The amount of income
tax paid per head of population in the three
years mentioned was-= ;

Losod.
1929:-30 e 2127
1930-31 . 21311
1921-32 1149

There is a tremendous shrinkage, which we
all regret. You yourself, Mr, Speaker, have
pointed out again’ and again in some very
excellent’ articles " what the- fall - in" prices
in connection withr wool has meant to Quéens-
land, and it is very unfortunate that that
is the position.

There is another matter I want to: refer
to. The. Treasurer taunted me by saying,
¢ When: you' were: Treasurer, you passed a
Bill for £5,000,000 to deal with deficits.’” He
sald that no provision was made by the late
Government: for- funding. the accumulated
deficits, although ' parliamentary authority
was secured for so doing.. The needs of the
Treasury are very great to-day. I take it
that; no matter who is there; whilst we fail
to balance the . accounts we. must be ¢om-
pelled “eventually to obtain Treasury bills.
There "is'no escape from that, if we are to
pay our way. I ask the Treasurer if he has
done anything in - that direction. = He said
that our Government should have done some-
thing; but money is more plentiful now- than
it >was' then, as shown by the lower  rate
of interest which is being charged.  Has the
Treasurer. done; or does he propose:to do,
anything in that direction?

The." ex-Premier asked a ‘question: yester:
day with regard to. remittances to London,
and the. reply he received was an extra-
ordinary one.  What objection: can: there be
to stating whether, ‘according to the usual
practice,  £300,000,  plus: exchange, was  re-
mitted ¢ The hon. gentleman must have had
3 bad night to: answer the question in the
way he didi" I "am quite sure his officers
would not.: prepare an  answer like that.
Althotgh = one  Minister has  stated that

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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answers are prepared by the officers of the
department, I am sure the Treasurer would
not take such an answer from an officer, nor
would I, without, at any rate, reading it.
I do not attach any blame to the officers,
which would not be fair, as they are excel-
lent officers. The Minister in charge always
sees’ what the reply is when it is submitted
to him: I would like the Treasurer to tell
us. whether he has remitted the £300,000
plus exchange.  An analysis of the figures in
the Treasury returns shows that the posi-
tion for the first four months of this finan-
cial year is much worse than for the corres-
ponding period  last financial year:: If the
amount  in - question  was ‘not. remitted, it
would. be  very interesting -to: know  where
we ' aré - to-day fromi afinancial ‘point: of
view. It would be very easy for the Trea:
surer to say whether the money was remitted;
but it .will ‘be noticed that my mantle has
to some. extent- fallen ypon him, as he 'is
as' close  as he can possibly be:and ‘has
given no information. . I used to be blamed
very much in that regard: :

The TrEssureR:" I will give you "all the
information at the proper time, if you can
understand it.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It is not very
difficult to- say’ whether the £300,000 has
been remitted, plus exchange; yet we have
a learned Treasurer calwly saying that he
will give us the information- at the proper
time.. I should be able to understand that
very simple sum, if I could not understand
any - other. ~You will pull' me wup, Mr.
Speaker; if I say too much about the rumours
which. are  going about’ its' being necessary
for the hon. gentleman to"get a bigger hat.

We:have been taunted by hon’ members
opposite with: having had big deficits.- If is
true that we- did have very big deficits; but
I want to: draw  the -attention of hon.
members opposite. to the fact that during
the years. in. which they were in office pre-
viously  for: fourteen' years they themselves
had’ eight deficits  amounting to- £2,272 314
65, 2d.and only five. surpluses, amounting
to £101,130° 10s. 9d.  Yet they now come
along and say, “ Look at your record!”

Mr. WATERS: A very bad record.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: My
one that will hold good.

Mr. Warers: For all time!

How.,- W. H. BARNES: It has always
held good and will hold good right. to the
end’ of the chapter. Part of that record is
that from: 1904-5 to: 1914-15" we had  oredit
balances - each  “year,. totalling . £717,882
17s. 7d.; or‘an average of £65,000 per annum;
as against the £20,000' per annum which the
five: strpluses of = hon.  members  opposite
averaged. - Hon. ' members opposite. :took
office. when' the total taxation of the: State
of Queensland: amounted to £954,000; when
they left office they had raised it to over
£4,000,000. " On' the other hand, it is only
right to say that we reduced the intérest
bill in the three years in which we accupied
the Treasury benches. When we left office
the public debt of Queensland was £319,404
less than' we found it. - We tackled the
question, we did our job; yet hon. members
opposite assail us and say that we did not
do: so.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES i You were like
the son of a rich father who.left him money
that he  did not. earn.

[Hon: ' W. H. Barnes.
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Honx.” W. H. BARNES: We .left hon.
members opposite money. In any event, hon.
members. opposite said that they left us
£5,000,000. It was something over £2,000,000,
and at that period difficulties were not as
great as they were when we left office;

I propose to make reference to the remarks
of the Treasurer when he. sat in' opposi-
tion in 1931. He said that what was required
was a restoration of confidence.  He went
on to refer to the reduction in the interest
rates.. In ‘ Hansard ”’ for that year, at page
1648, he said—~

“ T am dealing with the general finan-
cial position of the State, which is bad
enough. in-all - 'conscience; "but there is
rio- ‘desire’ on my part to exaggerate the
general: position. - What 1 am concerned
with ‘ig-the fact that there iz no general
policy in existence that ' would restore
confidence to the public; or indicate to
them that the situation is being grappled
with by the respective Governments.”’

What: has the hon. gentleman done to restore
confidence ? .

Attention: has' been called to his remarks
on Sunday afternoon; when he spoke:of the
need - for people” to do: dertain things and
to work together.: I quite agree with: that
statement ;. bubt what is being done: by the
present Government in that direction? They
are doing things which are destroying  con-
fidence, and are not helping very much 'in
the restoration of  confidence which: is. so
essential to-day. It is imperative that some
encouragement - should. be ‘given to. people
t0 assist the Government to restore the posi-
tion in Queensland, irrespective of party poli-
tics. - Whither ‘are we going? - If we are to
help, we should not repeatedly have' those
statements made by hon. members opposite
which - militate against the - restoration: - of
confidence and merely drive in a wedge’
between " parties. . There is no hope- for
Queensland . or for the other Australian
States unless there is a strong disposition to
pull together.  How can success be assured
if hon. members opposite. are preparved to
drive the wedge in all the time?

The" SpcrETARY FOR- PuUBLIC. LaNDs @ Be
charitable !

Hon. W. H. BARNES: How could the
Secretary for Public Lands restors - confi-
dence  when he has already said- that be
would not pay the interest commitments of
the Governrment?  Statements like the one
made by the Secretary for Public Lands go
to- destroy  unanimity. - Who would: trust &
Government - one- of - whose members is the
hon.: gentleman who made  that statement
and- has never' withdrawn 1t? .

The' SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LaNDs: I never
made it

How, W. H. BARNES: Unfortunately, the
hon. gentleman. has done damage to Queens-
land in that regard. It might be said that,
when I dealt with the winter relief loan of
£620,000; T was not quite as clear as I might
have been; but, in order to make myself
quite’ clear, I will again quote from  the
Budget, because ' someone  might say that
amount is not included in the Treasurer’s
Estimate of the money he will have avail-
able.. On page 15 of the Budget the follow-
ing paragraph appears— '

“The Loan Council has approved of
gross . expenditure - by = Queensland = of -
£1,610,000 on account of the State’s ordi-
nary- loan -programme; It is-anticipated
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that this: expenditure can be financed by

repayments to the Loan: Fund by local
autKorities and other borrowers.from the
Government ; by loans: to be obtained
from' the  ‘Commonwealth . Savings: Bank
under ‘the transfer agreement; and: by
utilising the cash balance in the Loan
Fund -Account at 30th June, 1982.2

I will ‘go on, because I might be told that
the £620,000 does not come within the reckon-
ingat-alll On the same page the hon,
gentleman said-—

““In addition to the ordinary loan pro-
gramme, this State has the authority of
the Loan Council to raise and expend
the sum of £310.000 under the scheme
for special winter relief for the unem-
ployed, agreed to at the conference of
Premiers held in Melbourne during the
month of April last. The Commonwealth
Government will also provide the  sum
of £310.000 for expenditure on: approved
works in thi§ State.

- ““ 1t will be noticed that the full amount

of £620.000 1s appropriated in the Loan
Estimates. =~ Parliagmentary - authority: is
required for the expendifure of the gross
amount, notwithstanding that a moiety
will, subsequently, be recovered from the
Clommonwealth Government.”

There is another: point. I did not touch on
when dealing with the very same thing. I
referved  to . the special  revival - loan: of
£2,500,000; and the Treasurer in his Budget
speech vefers 0. the matter in- the, following
words

“The Loan Hstimates also  include
appropriations amounting to £940,000 in
connection with the special revival loan’

A special revival loan—

‘“For the relief : of 'unemployment,
arrangements’ for which were made at
the confererce of Premiers held in Can-
%)erra, and Sydney during June and July
ash.

" The  total appropriation: on  Loan
Fund Account is £3,167,242, as compared
to! last year’s: actual expenditure’ of
£1,162,910.”

There is no. doubt that those amounts’ are
included in the amount which the Treasurer
said he' had obtained, and which is said
by his supporters to be part of: the revival
loan. - Would not - the Treasurer - like 'to
be able to bury these words ‘‘revival
loan ”’ %2 He has. a' long way to go before
the - generous people in' the eity will ‘say
to him, “ Here you are, Mr. Treasurer, you
haveé. the consent of the Lioan Council; here
is- your £2,500,000 revival loan I’’:" Not one
brass farthing has been obtained from that
revival loan. However; let us hope that the
loan which is being floated by - the TLoan
Council “will he & success. I am glad that
it is- not the larger amount which was first
suggested.. T agree with the hon. member

for: Fassifern that you can only borrow such’

an amount as the country can afford to pay.

My, WIENHOLT (Fassifern) [1.10 p.im.]: I
do not propose to traverse the whole financial
field, but shall content myself in the limited
time at 'my disposal to two matters—to the
Loan Fund and the consolidated revenue. A
new loan'is to be floated.  Already the good
old prospectuses are oub, which will, no
doubt, be pretty expensive as advertisements
are: concerned, and the good old calico signs
“ Loan now open ' will régain their position
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in’ prominent places on hoardings. Part of
this loan will go to the repayment of Trea-
sury bills. To that extent one cannot object,
any more than to say that, so far as £4,000,000
is- concerned, the money has already heen
spent: The Loan Council has decided; after
consultation, to buy and split another case of
financial stimulant; and I suppose there was
a good deal of dispute as to how the indi-
vidual bottles: should be distributed. I have
1o doubt that the loan. will be subscribed,
because  its attraction  is. that it will be
practically immune from: all taxation:

The Tressurer: Noj it will' be subject to
Commonwealth income  taxation.

My, WIENHOLT: Only to a limited
Federal income  tax., . It is immune from
State ‘income: tax and unemployment relief
tax, and from additional Federal income tax
if ‘it is found necessary to impose such addi-
tional taxation.  'To' that extent it must
attract mohney  that would. otherwise go to
expand - general “industry;  and - drawing
money from . general  industry means more
unemployment, or, shall we say, a less chance
of 'employment: in geéneral industry ? = There
isan old  Greek talo of a miser who owned
s Horse. - Hvery day he thought he could
gave money: by, taking ‘an additional -small
handful’ from  his" horse’s fodder; with the
result’” that ~the  horse: became  extremely
emaciated and eventually died.  Then- the
miser  complained ~to. all  his friends and
neighbours what bad luck he had had—just
when he had ‘taught his. horse to live:on
nothing it had died ! (Laughter.). That' is
rapidly = becoming - the state = of - industry
throughout -Australia.  The more we draw
from industry the less: employment it can
give; and I think the people of Australia
should be particularly careful that they do
not keep building up further ‘and further
loan indebtedness, which ‘will: not help to
relieve unemployment permanently but will, .
at the same time, increase the interest burden
of the country:

With reference to the consolidated revenue,
T have continually advocated that we should
live within- our- means: - Both the Treasurer
and. the  hon.” member: for Wynnum' have
said that  we must: live within our means.
It7is all: very well saying that; but how: are
we - going. to put: it into practice 7 When
we are vobing these sums: out of consolidated
revenus, I think it is opportune to make a
suggestion which; 1f acted upon, would' be
a- blessing ' in - disguise, and a real help to
the Treasurer. . The Treasurer expects 'to
spend “about . £15,000,000 out: of consolidated

revenue. His: revenue.  will:: be about
£13,500,000.. . The extra £1,500,000: is: not
in - sight,  nor ‘do we know. how' it. is to

be obtained.  In other words, the Treasurer
will be overspending to the extent of about
10 per cént. of the roney that has been
provided.  That really means that a man
allows his wife £6 a week for the household
accounts when his wages only amount to £5
a week.  This seems the duty of Parliament
to correct. The cure seems to be a very plain
one—that we, as a Parliament, should take
off 10. per cent. of every vote asked: for from
the  consolidated revenue. . That is: very
simple.  If we are asked for £1,800,000, we
would " just: chop off . £180,000~the  exact
proportionate amount the Treasurer says he
hag not: in hand—and leave the Treasurer to
square the ledger. :
Mr., MooOre: We cannot™ chop it off the

interest bill: :
: Mr, Wienholi.]
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Mr.. WEINHOLT: We "ean  chop it off
the whole vote and allow’ the Treasurer to
square: the. ledger. ' We should: chop  off the
10 per cent. which he asks for and says he
has not got; and then it will’ be his duty to
square. the account. I suggest: that to-the
Leader of the Opposition as the proper way
for: Parliament to -act ‘when' Estimates are
brought down: ' It would be a blessing in
disguise to. the. Treasurer himself because,
if ‘we take that step, snd the House assists
me when I propose it—hon. members will
get a chance when the Bill is going through
Committes—if ‘'we cut off the 10 per cent. of
the ' money . which - the - hon. . gentleman
says. ' he has ' ‘not . got; he will" be - able
to-say to any deputation that comes along,
‘1% would! please: me  immensely. to. do
it;  but that - wretched  Parliament would
not allow it; and I have not got the money.”
That seems to me to be a sound proposition,
and I put it to the Leader of the Opposition,
and - even. the Treasurer and  other ' hon.
members.

Mr.. MOORE (dubigny) [1.17 p.m.}: I am
not sure. that the suggestion made by the
hon. member for Fassifern is not the correct
cotirse to adopt, but whether it would work
out -in- the way he anticipates ‘is. another
matter.: I do not know that it would be
wise for the Treasurer to say, I cannot do
this: because Parliament will not allow me.”
In my opinion; the hon. gentleman ought to
take the responsibility on his own:'shoulders
and say to-any deputation that comes to him
and ‘asks for money, ‘I ‘am sorry, ‘but I
cannot do: it. The finances of the country
will ‘niot allow: mé.. Taxation has reached
its limit. 1t is undesirable that we should
borrow any more and place a burden on the
future in order to reduce our present bill.”’
Consequently, in the intsrests of the State,
T am unable to agree with the suggestion
put forward by the hon, member. We know
perfectly: well that, if it was put to this
House, the Government, ‘having a majority
behind them, would carry the HEstimateés in
their own way. :

We ‘are. passingan- Appropriation. Bill
to-night for a. very: large amount of ‘moneéy,
totalling £23,639,623, or ‘an’ increase over the
public expenditure of last year of £3,077,577,
1f “the estimates of expenditure. are correct
and materialise in accordance with the anti-
cipations put ‘forward in the Budget,  which
I do not think at all likely. From what we
can see abt the present. time, the expenditure
is- going -to be considerably greater than is
gnticipated © in the Treasurer’s . Financial
Statement. - I cannot understand the- object
of the Treasurer in not giving the informa-
tion I asked for yesterday. . It would have
been. very simple: for: him  to. do so. I
asked the Treasurer—

“(1y What - amounts . were - remitted
abroad towards overseas. interest pay:
mients in October, 1931 and 1932 respec-
tively ?

“(2) What. were the respective - costs
of making  such remittances, including
exchange?’’

The answer I received was—

(1) ‘and (2} The information. will be
obtained.”

The ' Treasurer  must  know whether any
money . was: remitted last month  and what
the cost: of ‘it was..  He can easily see what
was. senv-last year; and the cost. of .- T
donot see much  object in’ his refusing to

[Mr. Wienholt:
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answer - the  gquestion  which - ig really ~of
interest to the people .of Queensland.

There  is - another “thing  which I found
to' be. a little: awkward in reference to. the
protestations that were made by the® Trea-
surer during the past two' years about: the
meagre information that had been supplied
to the members of the Committee with
reference to. the Loan  Council ‘meetings,
which he said  was of great importance:to
Australia. . Whenever we ~returned . from
meetings . of ' the Loan" Council; the  Trea-
surer, as Leader of the Opposition, used to
find great fault with us for sitting behind
closed doors and in secret cabal; as he called
it.. He definitely  spoke about it :oen" the
election  platform; and said ‘that, when he
went” South, he was going o see that the
meetings were. open ;. yet in-June and July
last: there were the same secret  conferences
and -there was “practically ‘no:information
given on his reburn to Queensland. ' On: the
last - occasion  ‘everything was kept a  close
secret, “and  most ambiguous’ staternents were
made ‘afterwards with regard to the loan
of ~£8,000,000. " Qiteensland will  niot partici-

pate’ . in - any - part. of - the: £8,000,000
which - is' to ' be ' raised - to ~ pay ‘off
Treasury. - bills. " Personally I~ am mnot

objecting  to  that being the: case, because
the less money we borrow the less burden
will be. placed on the people in the future;
and  that” will = be' better for 'Queensland
later on. .But, consideririg the violent asser-
tions  which ' were. made by the Treasurer
about. the way Queensland had been: bluffed
out of her rightful share of any loan money
raised . by the  Commonwealth, and his
definite assertion that, when he took charge
of affairs and went down fo the TLoan
Council;: he was going to see that’ Queens:
land received her proper share of all loan
money; it seems to me that, if £8000.000
of new loan money 1is received, irrespective
of whether or not Queensland participated
previously in Treasury bills, we have & right
to our ‘porportion of the whole £8,000,000
that is raised; and not to about onetwelfth
of -the "£4,000,000 that is to be raised; and
which ‘amount is fo go towards Queensiand’s
share, ‘amounting  to -£940,000. I presume
that, so” far as regards the £620,000-=which
was the. proportion ~of. £3,000,000 which we
obtained—Treasury bills have been arranged
for ‘that amount. " The Commonwealth will
probably arrange for Treasury bills" in' that
connection for 1ts share; and I presume’ the
Treasurer ~ has made  arrangements  with
the - Commonwealth ' Bank, - because  ab
the. time = the matter - was discussed - the
State was to: make its own  arrangements
to get thefirst. £310,000 of: the amount. 1
presume. the Government have made  their
arrangements . for Treasury  bills, - because
there. is' mo question of raising - the money
other than in that way. So far as one can
gather: from  the figures that have been
published about the finandes last inonth, there
was” an increase in the loan fund of about
£180,000. " I presume that is a portion: of
the: £620,000 which is' being: sent up  to
liquidate the advances which wers made out
of the moneys which were held by the State
in connection with the spending of the relief
money ~ in anticipation - of . this £620,000.
Then, of course, there are the sales over
the counter, which possibly are Savings Bank
money  and State Insurance funds, amount:
ing to somewhere. about £100,000 more than
was anticipated.
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Tt all goes’ to: show  that the statements
which ~were ~made’ by. the Treasurer last
year when Leader of the Opposition, of the
way. the hon. member: for Wynnum and I
had failed in our duty towards Queensland,
were o much ‘moonshine. - The whole posi-
tion “has' been  most - difficult . all the' way
through. " I"am nof condemning the pressnt
Treasurer for: not securing more: money.
think it is-advantageous to Queensland that
we “should " live ras far  as: possible within
our income:. I am only drawing attention
to the fact that he was most violent in his
condemnation- of the late Government, who
did exactly’ what he: is doing to-day; but with
infinitely. better results. 1 imagine that,

when - the  hon;  gentleman 'goes to: the
Lioan . Council ““and  sees the ' financial
position - of - Australia- “as a . whols,  and

remembers that the money . that is taken
from the people is to be taken from industry,
when he recollects that. the  £82,000,0000 of
Treasury bills- taken up by the banks to
méet overdrafts and loan commitments; can-
not-be permited - to . remain . unfunded
indefinitely; he comes to: the" conclusion that
2 halt must’ be called; and: that, as far as
possible; we must  keep our: expenditure to
the' lowest possible level. I personally think
that ‘we could do with'a smaller amount than
we are asked to pass.. I think that we should
. not“overlook the fact that we have to pay
interest: later on on ithe £3,000,000 of loan
money:we are asked ‘to pass=—£1,400,000 of
Treasury bills, ‘and the ~£940,000  and. the
£620,000-~and that it would 'be: preferable
for the Government to set oub ona new basis
altogether; and make the conditions of indus-
tey - better by relieving it “of ‘as. many
restrictions as possible-and giving the people
a freer hand to give the employment: which
is'. riecessary, instead  of endeavouring . to
securg prosperity by endeavouring to borrow
and spend money  on which interest has to
be pald next year, which is perfectly falla-
cious. It may not be a pleasant way.: We
may have all sorts of prejudices against that
sort of thing; but we have to recognise that
we--cannot . go  on indefinitely’  borrowing
money - to ease our conditions in the present
at’. the 'expense. of  the  future,
course; the Government have in their:minds
the idea of repudiation.later on. ' I 'do not
suppose they have; and the present policy is
building up an enormous - lability = for: the
future in-exactly. the same.way as a 'similar
policy did for the fourteen years the Labour
Party were ‘previously in:office; " We endea:
voured to give the people social services that
we could not afford.  We endeavoured to give
them. cheap meat that  we could not afford.
We endeavoured. to: give them all sorts. of
things that we could not afford-—all at the
expense: of the future by borrowing money,
for we could not have done what we did if we
had  not. borrowed  mouney, really  at- the
oxpense of the people in the future. . The
result is-that now the position is very diffi-
cult; and the people of - Australia. have had
to repudiate in part the bargains they made
with the bondholders.

In the face of this lesson, we are conbinu-
ing to endeavour to-ease our position by
borrowing: further sums of money..: Whilst
we were-borrowing £4,000,0000 a year and
spending “it; and Queensland had a: rising
revenue, those tactics did not get us out of
our difficulties.”. We got info further difficul-
fies: If Queensland could get out of her Jiffi-
culties by borrowing money’ and - spending
ibas we ~spent’ it during these fourteen
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years,  there would be something to be said
for = the' policy.  If' it had “achieved =& .
wonderful -~ prosperity, -if - it. had - brought
about” employment for all our people when
other States and other countries were suffer-
ing from unemployment, we would have a

good. argument- for continning it.: Bub it
‘has: done none of these things. - The posi-
tion - was - getting  worse., ' In 1929 the

revenue- ¢ortainly showed ‘a slight increase,
but ' nothing - approaching = the ' increases
which  had: been: registered: before. . Unem-
ployment was' inéreasing’; so that I ' do mnot
think = anybody can . contend '‘that' we ‘got
out- of ‘our difficulties: ' by following" the
practice. we adopted during that time. . The
fact “is' that we have to- look to private :
industry  to. absorb the unemployed,  who
are one of our biggest charges; and in
doing that we cannot continue conditions in
Queensland’ that other States cannot: afford.
It is. very - nice to .be able' to say: that
Queensland - has the highest: real wage. and
the highest nominal-wage of all the: States.
It is  very nice to be able to say that we
provide social ‘services that other States do
not-give, but,’ when you have to provide
them at the expenseof the people: of the
future by borrowing money on -which  they
will have to pay the interest; it is time we
took the ‘advice of  the Treasurer 'in’ his
very . nice little ‘pamphlet  dealing =~ with
dairying, ‘in which he said~‘ Review your
position and . find out:where you. stand '
Is it nob - time - that we veviewed our: posi-
tion- and-found out exactly where we: stand ?
Is.-it not: better to "do-that thin to ‘go on
thinking' that by borrowing’ money the posi:
tion at the end of the year is going to be
better ? , :

The Treasurer stated in his policy speech
that an increase in. loan' expenditure would
lead to - an increase in the revenue of the
State. ~ That has not been borpe oub to
date.. The evidences are that a great deal
of money is being expended with but little
The revenue received: by the Rail-
way ' Department for the first four nonths
of this financial year was £152,177 less than
the amount received: during the correspond-
ingperiod: last ‘year. 1 is estimmated that
thie total reduction. in the: railway revenue
over ‘the whole' year- will-be only " £1L,500.
The amount of interest received from. local
bodies  during: the first” four pconths of the
financial year' increased by 827,000 com-
pared - with ' the: corresponding period  last
year; but. it is estimated that the amount
to be received  over  the  whole year  will
decline by £5,000 compared  with last year.
The amount paid for interest on the public
debt ‘for the first four wonths of the. year
shows a reduction of £55,460° compared with
the corresponding period last year; and it
is - estimated that. the reduction over the
whole- year will be only £30,111 compared
with " the previous . year. = The  Treasury
returns for October indicate that there were
no . remittances: sent abroad :during: that
month,  accounting apparently for a saving
of "£35,000. . The returns to date do mnot
show that the position has improved.  They
only show that we have benefited ‘early in
the year at the expense of the latter part.. We
are hot going to get out of ‘our. difficulties
by continually borrowing or by the-observ-
ance of conditions that: cannot be: observed
in’ any: other” State of the Commonwealth.
We ‘are not going to get. out of ouvr diffi-
culties by issuing Treasury bills or by borrow-
ing - in any-other way. ~If we believe. that

Mr. Moore.]
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we can, we shall be sorely disappointed.  The
Government- should - take stock. of the situa-
tion; “and not endeavour to get out of their
difficultiés merely by borrowing the savings
of other people..  They should endeavour to
bring -~ about. - an  increase ' in - employment.
There are opportunities to do that...  They
should encourage private enterprise to absorb
the unemployed’® by miaking - conditions  of
employment suitable rather than rely upon
the initiative of the Government for the
purpose.

The TREASURER - (Hon.. W, Forgan
Smith, Mackay) [7.32 p.m.]: No one suggests
- that financial or economic rehabilitation can
take place in -Australia: simply by borrowing
money.: The difficulty confronting - Australia
is: the low price level. for our commodities
and’ the: incapacity of the peopls’overseas to
purchiase ' the " goods' they ' require. =~ The
general “économic conditions of' the country
are at fault; and to the extent that we can
control- them it is our - duty to" corbrol
them. ~ The situation can be faced only in a
world-wide  way. ~ We have  the paradox
to-day of the British Government asking the
Dominions to send less meat to their market
—not because the people’ of Great- Britain
or the people of Europe do not require the
wmeat, but because their spending power is
so low that they  cannot purchase: their
ordinary . bare ' requirements. What - is
required is an’ increase in:solvent demand,
and, - until “that is - accomplished;: financial
or - economic: rehabilitation' ig - impossible:
While that remains, are we to stand idly by
and see our people coridémned to' a life of
penury, want; and starvation? ~Are we going
to see the families of our Australian people
reduced tor a €3 class? - So faras Toam
concerned, "and so far ‘as my party isicon-
cerned; we are. going to. fight ‘every ‘inch
of’ the way to  provide the:people of this
country with a decent standard of living for
themselves - and : their: ‘dependents, ‘and - we

shall use all the resources at. our disposal to’

achieve that end.

The suggestion made by the hon: member
for Fassifern would not have the effect that
he has in mind. " His suggestion: is in the
category of a farmer who takes up 5. acres
of land ‘and assumes that, if he plants- it
with: cane, he will get so much to the acre,
that the crop will be worth so much, the
costs will be so much, the return so much.
and the profit so much. There are many
other factors left out of “account. . It does
not- operate in that way. That was tried
by the Moore Government. They cut and
slashed. in. every : possible ~direction,  with
the  result: that the ex-Treasurer holds: a
deficit. record  that I hope. will “néver be
excelled by any other Treasurer in Queens-
land." In the short-space of three years he
built up ‘a deficit approximately equal to' all
the - deficits - amassed - since’ ' Queensland
obtained self-government.

The ILeader of the Opposition . and  his
colleague the ex-Treasurer assume that the
improved financial:' position of @ the  State
was due to the non-payment of certain com-
mitments of this State. That suggestion has
been made by the Leader of the Opposition,
the ex-Treasurer, and some of the newspapers
supporting them.: I do not mind any reason-
able: criticism of the Government, nor am
I hurt ‘at anything they may say  about
myself; “but: I would ~suggest  that even
Nationalist members. have. a responsibility

[Myr. Moore.

to their country, and are not entitled to
make statements regarding the finances of
the country- which “are unwarranted, and
are likely to prejudice the interests of the
State or create panic or a state of unrest
in the public  mind.

The- Leader' of the Opposition asked me
a question yesterday, and I told him that
the information would be obtained. I ‘did
not have time in the morning to give &
reply to the hon. gentleman; but ke, as
ex-Premier; knows that the official publica-
tions of the Treasury Department disclosed
that' information; and a little industry on
his. own. part would: have. done away with
the. necessity = for. asking the question. = 1
will ‘give “him  and" Parliament the fgures.
Hrom  30th.June {othe end of: September
last ~year +the = amount of  remittasices to
London. was £1,200,000. - The remittances for
the same period since I have been Treasuver
amount. to £1;300,000-an amount’ in excess
of: the payments in'the same period’ when
the  Moore: ‘(overnment ~ were in . power.
Those - figures: show - the foolishness. of the
canards: which have been circulated respect:
ing these matters, and which have been sedu-
lously - whispered by people who regarded
a political advantage as of greater import-
ance than- public interests. For the same
period the cost of exchange to the Moore
Government was £364,500 as against £329,875
during - the corresponding - period under the
present regime.. The exchange rates in the
meantime have been reduced to somie extent.
These figures show.  very ‘clearly = that' the
saving' as’ compared with last  year is a
genuine ‘and  decreased “deficit, It ig ok
due, as suggested by certain base minds, to
any manipulation of Treasury figures.  The
amounts we have transmitted overseas fully
and completely answer that question.

The ex-Treasurer referred to: the Govern-
ment.: printery. I want to inform him that
there is no rationing in the composing roont;
The ‘men- are  fully ‘employed ~there, but
rationing  has  been: adopted” in the  book-
binding ‘department. To & large extent the
employees in the ' Government  printery are
fully ~employed, - and " there is . very  little
rationing. I hope that: the -amiount of
work available will do away with the neces-
sity - of any. rationing. = Rationing is nof
econowmic, but it is certainly humane. The
best that can be sald for the system is tha#
i5. ‘enables  people to' obtain. some income
who would not obtain any at all; and the
majority of people -are prepared to share
the work available with their fellows rather
than that some should get all and others
riothing.,

The. Leader of the Opposition and his

“colleagues: are’ most -amusing, and: always

have been, -when dealing with ~questions
affecting the Financial Agreement.  The
ex-Premier and the ex-Treasurer claim that
we are adopting the same methods in regard
to the Financial Agreement as they adopted.
That is not so. Comment has taken place
regarding our: public statéments, and . our
conception of the meaning of the Financial
Agreement. . I thoroughly: understand . the
Financial “Agreement and all its implica-
tions. ' I represented this State at the various
conferences held to consider that agreement;
so that I know exactly all its implications.
No matter how politically opposed any person
may be to me, I do not think it will be
seriously suggested that I do nob understand
any matters which I handle.
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Our - eriticism of  the Moore  Government
‘was based on - the policy they carried out,
for  which ‘they blamed the Loan Council,
and claimed  the sanction of the’ Financial
Agreement. - When they “took office, they
inherited ‘an accumulated surplus of approxi-
mately £5,000,000. They immediately com-
nenced to deflate and retrench. They refused
loans to local authorities and to- settlers
~ through the Agricultural Bank on the plea
fhat no funds were available, whilst at the
same. time they used their cash resources
in making loans to the Southern States.
When criticised -about the matter in this
House, they claimed that no other course
was open to them. They claimed that the
Tinancial Agreenmisnt was such that these
loan balances were not subject to their com-
trol,  and that they had authority only to
spend the amount that the Loan Council
allocated  in. accordance: with ~agreements
made by that body. I always challenged—
and still ehallenge—that view. The accumu-
lated cash’ balances——the savings of previous
vears that ‘were in the hands of the: State—
are . in the control of the State; and it is
entirely within:the power of the Governiment
of the ‘day to use that money in'any fashion
they desire.  The Moore Government did
o, inasmuch as they used it to liquidate their
revenue deficits. - They claimed that they
did not spend that money. The fact is that
they dissipated it in the form of deficits;
and o their accumulated = deficits “of " over
£4,000,000 are’ costing - Queensland - 5,32 per
cent: pér annum in. interest.

We have néver argued that repayments to
Toan - Fund ‘Account,  moneys. received from
“the Commonwealth Bank: under the appro-
priate. agreement, moneys received from the
Public- Carator for' investment, and moneys
veceived: from: other sources, do. not come
within the scope of the term ‘“new money.”
That point was never raised, and it would
be foolish to argue in that way, becatise the
facts. would be against it. This year, in
preparing the Budget and in making pro-
vision for the loan allocation of Queensland,
we- had “certain .resources at our disposal
which enabled’ us to finance our quota of the
“oan appropriation. - In' other words, the
£1,610,000 that is set out in the Budget and
the  Estimates is' ‘actually ~in " the control
of the State. All that is required is: the
general ‘approval of the Loan Council® that
that is part of our loan programme. = We
submitted that  amount of  £1,610,000  our-
selves, and no effort. was mades to cub it
down. . We intimated that that money was
available, and we proposed to use it for our
general loan programme; thereby making it
unnecessary for Queensland to obtain any-
thing from’ the new loan allocation. The
loan programme  of the Commonwealth this
youar: is. £6,000,000 for general loan works,
not including . Queensland’s  share, and
£7,000,000 for the special revival loan agreed
t0--at: the July conference.

Before I proceed to deal with the present
position I may say that not only was the
attitude  and excuse of the Moore Govern-
ment: invalid from the point of view of the
facts; but their policy was such that, in the
svent of any . arbitrary = allocation' being
demanded by a member of the Loan Council;
the quota of Queensland: would be materially
reduced. . Under- the Financial  Agreement,
when 1o unanimous decision is arrived at,

_ the amount available is allocated among the
various Governments in the proportion that
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each State’s requirements bear to the propot-
tion of total expenditure for the previous
five years; so that the Moore Government’s
policy was such that in any arbitrary alloca-
tion of funds ‘at the disposal of the Loan
Council our quota thereby became diminished.
The Government had a perfect right to
carry - out - any policy they desired. = We
always said that while in “opposition; but
it-was futile for the Moore Government to
claim’ that their policy was the responsi-
bility of the Loan Council when the policy
was their own creation, for which they should
have been manly enough to  accept full
responsibility.

At the recent conference it was decided
to go on the market for a loan of £8,000,000
issued at par at 3% per cent., £4,000,000 of
it to be used for the funding of existing
Treasury bills; the object being to strengthen
the position of the Commionwealth Bank to
carry the entire responsibility of the Trea-
sury . bills.

The statement is" frequently made that it
would. -be . better  to. continue. financing by
Treasury: bills rather than have any:funding
loan. - The reply to-that is:this, that; while
the associated banks carry: two-thirds of the
Treasury. ‘bills, the full: liability:-'is: a%:all
times on the Cormmonwealth Bank inasmuch
as. financial | institutions: holding these: bills
can: rediscount them at- the Commonwealth
Bank at any timeé they desire: "If the asso-
ciated ‘banks were prepared to agres to’ dis-
continue their: right of 'rediscounting * with
the - Commonwealth  Bank,  then ~something
could be said for such & policy; but so long

Cag the liability for the floating  debt rests

on the Commonwealth Bank; it' is. obvicusly
necessary and desirable to fund it as early
ag - possible, and so relieve the  strain on
the Commonwealth Bank

The Queensland loan programme for the
current . year  amounts to £3,167,242; as

follows : —
- £
Ordinary public works ... 1,607,242
Commonwealth-States - winter
relief : 620,000
Special relief 940,000
3,167,242

The ordinary public works expenditure will
be- financed: from . our own'resources, that is,
from cash in band at the st July, 1932,
repayments  to the Loan Fund Account by
local - authorities and. other borrowers, and
from loans which will be obtained from ‘the
Commonwealth Savings Bank.

The necessary funds for the expenditure
inconnection with winter relief, of which
the Commonwealth Government will provide
a moiety, will be obtained by the issue of
Treasury bills to the Commonwealth Bank.
Arrangements in this regard were made with
the bank last July.

S0 far as Queensland is' concerned, the

only item for which finance. has to. be
provided, is:- the = special - relief- loan  of
£940,000.  Our requirements in this respect

will be met to the extent of £334,000 out of

the loan of £4,000,000 which will be applied

towards financing the public. works and

épeoial relief programmes of the  several
tates.

We are fortunate for the: reason that we
are dependent- to -a comparatively small
extent - only- -on the raising of fresh loan

Hon., W. Forgan Smith:.]
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money: to- enable us to carry out our total
loan programme. this- year. ~Some of the
States: must - rely on' financing. nearly. the
whole of their ‘requirements either by Trea-
sury. bills; ‘or from the proceeds of loans:

The" ordinary . loan: programmes .of  the
States, . with - the exception of Queensland,
aniount, in the aggregate, to £6,000,000, and
the special relief - programme for all the
States, including Queensland, 'is’ £7,000,000
g total of . £13,000,000, " This' does not
include. the winter relief expenditure of
£3,600,000.

Prior. to the recent conference, 'certain
States ‘had obtained  advances on Treasury
bills,: which ' reduced the  requirements on
“account:of - the £13,000,000 to - £11,275,000.
The £4,000,000- which is to’ be available for
public “works  and special: relief works. will
be apportioned - amongst - all'’ the « States,
including Queensland; on: the  basis of the
total requiremerits of £11,275;000.

Hach State will receive; approximately; 35
per cent. of its requirements. Ag already
explained, Queensland’s - proportion iz based
on' the £940,000 required by this' State to
carry out -the special relief portion of cur
total loan programme.  As our portion-of
the new loan will be £334,000, only £606,000
will: be ‘required to. complete the whole  of
our’ finance on loan  account this financial
year. - The position is that we are assured
of 80 per cent.  of the.funds to enable us
to. proceed with our loan programme.

It is. confidently anticipated = that  the
balance: of the ‘money required: to. complete
ths loan programme will be obtained: as and
“when: required: .

In: reference :to: 'the suggestion that  has
been made by hon. members opposite that
Queenslard has not shared fairly 1n the allo-
cation of the money, I shall take this oppor-
tunity of ‘showing that the wish is: father
tothe thought, ' The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, ‘by virtue of his speech tomight and of
other speeches he: has: made on the financial
question;: obviously is endeavouring to quéer
the :pitch. of “thée: Queensland - Government.
His" speech. was such as mnot to be of any
help atiall in regard to the loan flotation
that is' now before the public; and we know
that hon. members opposite; or, at least, the
majority of them, who have been long asso-
ciated with the Tory Party in this country,
are prepared to do -anything that political

- malevolence can suggest to injure and inter-
fere with the Labour Government and styltify
their programme in various ways.  We know
their record in the past in this respect; and
the actions of people at the present day and
the future are determined by what they have
been in the habit of doing in the past.

With regard to the allocation of this fund,
I want to give some figures—

Loan PROGRAMME OF THE STATES FOR YEAR

1932.33.
£
New . South Wales 7,530,000
Victoria 4,540,000
Queensland L 3,167,000
South Australia ... 2,860,000
Western . Australia 2,690,000
Tasmania 800,000

That is"the: loan programme of all- the
States as approved by the Loan Council:

[Hon: W. Forgan Smith.
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The balance of ‘requirements; apari frome
funds already in hand for the various States,
ig- as follows:—

B
New. South Wale 3,928,000
Victoria. . ... 1,100,000
Queensland 606,000
South Australia ... 1,707,000
Western Australia L 1,674,000
Tasmiania . 233,000

The ' percentage. of funds secured fo tofal

requirements is as follows :—-

Percentage.
New South. Wales Lo 48
Victoria . 76
Queensland ;.. L0080
South: Australia: ... L0 40
Western Australia ... i 88
‘Tasmania: ... 70

It will be geen from those figures that, both
in’ régard to the amount of funds required
to: complete  the programme:. and the per-
centage - of “the -amount: already  in hand;
Queensland'is more favourably situated than
any other State.. That completely ' disposes
of the canards that have been: sedulously
circulated by members of the Tory Party in
this State.

With regard to the interest rate generally,
it is the policy of Governments to' reduce
the interest- burden- on the: community as
much as possible.

Mr. Goprrey. MoRrGaN ;- The poliey of some
Governments.

The TREASURER : I do not know what
attitude - the : hon,  member’s -~ Government
adopted; but: there is’ no- doubt that,: if the
hon: 'member’s: method ‘of accountancy were
applied - generally by Governmeénts, it would
bring about very :disastrous’ results. . The
ides of ‘writing off £28,000,000 of the railway
indebtedness by one stroke. of ‘the: pen and
imagining that ‘the debt had been disposed
of 187 50 Gilbertian” & form “of finance: that
only “the. hon. ‘member  for Murilla ~would
have the folly to suggest:it.

In: the ‘policy ~of “progressively  reducing
interest,  the = Commonwealth ' Bank ' has
played & very important part.: Prior to the
Loan. Council ‘meeting it had already. inti-
mated  its: Intention in this direction: The
rate . on. Tréeasury  bills has . already  been
reduced. to. 3% per -cent., with s . further
probable reduction early in the new year
to & per: cent.; so that the Treasury bills
which © the' Queensland - Government will
require this financial year will cost the State
considerably less than-the debt involved in
the deficit of the previous Government. The
ex-Treasurer. preened. himself on" the. fact
that - he had no Treasury bills,” yet he iz
carrying . a . debt  on ~account  of  deficits
charged to the loan: fund costing the State
5.32 per ‘cent.—~a higher rate than is being
paid by any other State in' the (ommon-
wealth.

I think I have covered the salient points

‘raised in the debate, and the informaton I

have conveyed to Parliament and the country
will be of advantage in clearing up  the
position. - I have no doubt-that the loan
flotation now being entered upon - will: be
successful, and that the people of Australia
will ‘play their part in providing the neces-
sary finance for the various Governments in
the Commonwealth.

Question—** That the Bill be now vead a
second: time - (M7. -Smith’s  motion)—=pub
and’ passed.
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COMMITTEE.
(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.)

Clause: 1—“Adpporpriation. (Schedule, Paris
A, B, O, D, E, and Fy’'—

Mr. MOORE ' (Aubigny) [1.59 pm.J: 1
take exception: to: the Treasurer’s statement
that he had . answered my question. He
did not.' I’ did not ask for the amount of
nmoney that' had: been - sent. overseas from
July to September. I asked for the amount
for October; "and it is no wuse pretending
that what he said was a reply to my ques-
tion. - It was not.

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 ‘to 8, both: inclasive,  Schedule,
and preamble; agreed to.

The House resumed.

The  CuAIRMAN: reported the Bill without
amendment.

THIRD READING.
The . TREASURER (Hon." W.  Forgan
Smith, Mackay): I move—

“ That- the Bill''be now tead a third
time:”’

Question ‘put and passed.
The House 'adjourned gt 8.3 p.o.

Amendment Bill.
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