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THURSDAY, 27 OCTOBER, 1932. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed:-
Thirtieth annual report of the manager 

of the Agricultural Bank for the 
year ended 30th June, 1932. 

The following paper was laid on the 
table:-

Order in Council under " The Grazing 
Disti·icts Improvemc1;1t Act of 1930," 
dated 13th October, 1932. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE-SEVENTH AND 

EIGHTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 
(Jir. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-
" That £27,330 be granted for ' Depart-

ment of Public Instruction-Chief 
Office.' " 

Mr. MAXWELL (1'oowong) [10.34]: This 
is a very important vote, and very great 
benefits accrue to the community from the 
money expended by the Departn:ent of Public 
Instruction. I think hon. members on this 
side should have something to say in con
nection with the statements made during 
the last election, when we »ere told by 
Labour candidates that the Moore Govern
ment hac! starved this department, and that 
the poor man's child was not given the same 
educational opportunity that was given to 
the child of the wealthy man. Of course, 
there are people who swallow that kind 
o£ dope because they consider that the word 
of a man who desires to represent therrc in 
Parliament is worth taking; but, on review
ing the Estimates, it will be found that the 
Labour Government have cut do>'n the vote 
by £44,345 as compared with the amount 
voted by the Moore Government last year. 
I appreciate the Minister's position. I 
know the difficulties under which he is labour
ing on account of the lack of funds; but I 

resent very much members of th0 Laboue 
Party telling the people that, under thc
:Moo-re Government, the working man's child 
was "tarved as regards education, and that 
we were only catering for the child of the· 
wealthy man. What a ridiculous staterr;ent 
to make! All we have to do is to search 
the annals of the Department of Public· 
Instruction to see that the children of the 
working man have predorr;inated in the 
winning of scholarships and the blue ribbons 
of our public life on their merits, which 
shows that all the brains are not possessed 
by the children of wealthy men. 

We owe a very gr~at debt to the Depart
ment of Public Instruction, and I c:tnnot 
allow the opportunity to pass without p;tying 
a tribute to the memory of a man whom we 
all respected, and who did a great amount of 
good in our technical colleges in the cause of 
education. The late J'vlr. vVearne was a most 
estimable gentleman-one of nature's ;:;entle
men-a man who left the world better than 
he found it. I was associated with him on 
certain committees, and I know that hi& 
ambition was to do good to others. His ideal 
was expressed in the old saying, " I pass 
through the world only once, andi any good 
that I can do let me do it now." I pay this. 
tribute to his memory. 

I am very pleased to learn that ;y11·. 
Edwards, the Chief Inspector, is progressing 
after his very serious illness. I am sure that 
every hon. member will be delighted to know 
that he has sufficiently recovered to t:tke 
his place in the position which he ado·rns. 
so well. 

I do not propose to speak in any carping 
spirit. Things have occurred which ha,·o 
made it essential that cxpenditure should be 
cut to the bone, and, whilst we do not like 
to starve the education vote-while we do. 
not like to starve any vote-the atten
tion of hon. members and of the country 
should be called to the amount that is beiug 
spent for this purpose. I would not miml 
if the country had the money, for I am ono 
of those who think that the best is not good 
enough for any child who shows a special 
aptitude; but, when we have not got the 
money, and when we cannot possibly get it, 
and when sacrifices are being made all round, 
I think I am justified in suggesting to the· 
Minister that the position should be Teviewed .. 
I agree with the ex-Secretary for Public 
Instruction that we are rearing a race of 
individuals for the professions-not for rural 
pursuits, not for trades. I app·reciate the· 
work that the technical colleges have done, 
although I realise that in many instances it 
is difficult for the students to earn an) thing 
because of the slackness in certain trades; 
but I wish to emphasise with all the power 
I possess, that we are spending money that 
we have not got. That is a peculiar thing 
to say, nevertheless it is true. We are lea v
ing the payment to posterity. We are spend
ing millions of pounds-which would be all 
very well, if we had tho money. 

An hon. member on the other sici: said 
that wealthy people were availing them:clvcs. 
of the privileges given by our State
Education _\cts. I am sure that the ex
Minister shares with me the opinion that the 
provisions to which the hon. mcmb8l· 
referred were introduced to give to the child 
of the worker, who could not otherwise 
afford it, the same opportunity as the 
wealthy man's child of going to the highest 
seats of learning. They constitute the .-er:c 
best asset a State can have. 

Mr. JI!Laxwell.] 
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Financial circumstances compel us now to 
review the expenditure by this department. 
In 1930 I drew attention to the position of 
certain schools. I said then, and I repeat 
now, that it is diffic11lt for any Government 
to maintain the expenditure upon our edu
cational sysb:m. It was ·difficult enough to 
do that in times that were considered to be 
favourabk, but it is far more difficult to-day. 
Frantic efforts have been made to maintain 
a very high rate of expenditure, but no 
serious attempt has been made courageously 
to face the problem. The taxpayers have 
been called upon to bear the burden, and 
they have been bearing it in an admirable 
manner; but there is a limit to hnman 
endurance. Revenue expended in · the 
interests of one section must be denied to 
another. I hold the view that everv educa
tional facility should be extended to those 
children who exhibited an aptitude for learn
ing; but to-day there is a distinct disincli
nation on the part of our youth to enter 
trades and businesses or to undertake 
domestic work. The disinclination extends 
also to the parents, who are dEtermined that 
their children shall not follow their a voca
tions or their experiences in life. It is all 
very nice to join a profession; but we can 
have no better as'et than the tradesmen of 
the community. 'l'he youth of the countrv 
could not embark upon a finer calling. Ther-;, 
is a tendency to concentrate our efforts in 
the direction of providing opportunities for 
youths to enter professions, which inevitably 
means that the opportunities for entrv into 
indmtry are sadly neglected. In man]; cases 
a large number of young people who are 
trained for professions are more adapted to 
work in industr:·. I dealt with a certain 
phase of this subject in 1930, and my remarks 
wer'' received with a considerable amount· 
of criticism, but that will not prevent me 
from expressing my views. J\Iy informatio.n 
was derived from a return issued by the 
Department of Public Instruction showing 
all the schools in operation to 30th June 
1929. with the attendance of pupils and th~ 
status and emoluments of the teachers ern.. 
played. So far as I can gather, this is the 
only report issued dealing with this import. 
ant subject; and this is the information that 
I obtained from that return-

, Average 
1 

Oust 

I 
Attend- 1 per 

·------.------- ance. ,' annun1~ 
! £ 

Bundaberg State High School i 
and Technical College .. 

Cairns State High School and 1· 

Technical College . . . . 
Charters Towers State High ' 

School and Technical College 
Gympie State High School and 

Technical Collrge . . . . 
Technkal High School, Brisbane 
Commercial High School, Brisbane 
Brisbane State High School .. 
Lockyer State High School . , ! 
Mackay State High School and 1 

Technical College . . . . 
Mount l\Iorgan State High School 

1 and Technical College . . ' 
Roc':hampton State High School 

and Technical College .. 1 
Roma State High School and . 

Technical College . . . . 
Toowoomba State High Schoo! 

and Technical College .. 
Townsville State High School .. 
Warwick State High School and 

Technical College ' 

[ JJr. JJf axwell. 

132 

137 

112 

174 
321 
644 
472 
104 

107 

150 

251 

56 

164 
155 

135 

2,G55 

2,263 

2,687 

3,225 
8,370 
7,165 

10,271 
1,850 

2,620 

3,335 

4,440 

1,641 

3,925 
3,298 

3,700 

\Vhen we analyse these figures it appears. 
on the surface, a tremendous amount of 
money to expend for the results obtained. 
The Minister could very well look into this 
matter and give some inforrrcation to the 
Committee. I know that in two or three 
instances teachers in these institutions were 
absent on leave, which would decreasB the 
amount to a certain extent, but the fact 
cannot be overlooked that in times like the 
present business methods must be employed 
in carrying on our institutions. Most of us 
would like to carry out certain improvements 
about our homes and to go in for certain 
luxuries, but the financial aspect imposes 
restrictions on our desires. vV e must ask our
selves when thinking along these lines, have 
we the money wherewith to purchase these 
things? If we have not the money then we 
must do without. The same principle should 
govern all governmental expenditure. \Vhen 
suggestions of this nature are made, they are 
met with the cry that we do not desire to 
give the children of the poor man the same 
opportunities educationally as the child of 
the rich man. That is a wrong idea, and 
public men are false to their duty in incul
cating such thoughts in the minds of the 
people. I ask the Minister with my utmost 
reasoning powers to go into this expendi
ture, and see if it is not possible to make 
some reduction. Hon. members have only 
to go into the question themselves and see 
what it costs per head to educate the children 
in these institutions to realise that there 
is room for some action. I do not for one 
moment say that the children attending 
State high schools and colleges are not receiv
ing a good education; neither do I say that 
those associated with their training are not 
con:petent. I believe that the children are 
being well educated and that their tutors 
are competent; but I believe we are over
doing it. We must sit up and take stock 
of the situation. We are continually being 
told by our economists in Australia t~at 
economically there is a point beyond wluch 
GoYernments cannot go. Some one asked 
me the other day if I believed that the 
position of affairs in Australia had reached 
the economic bottom. I replied that we 
had reached that point, and, in fact, passed 
beyond it. The hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley said the other day that he did not 
think things had improved. Neither do I. 
I am sorry to have to admit that. Until 
Governments give a lead to the people and 
show an example, no improvement can be 
expected in the economic position. 

I also desire some information on the 
Yote of £7 215 for the teachers' training 
college. It 'might be ,aid that by referring 
to this matter I am arguing along the lines 
that what was good enough for our fathers 
is good enough for our children. I know 
full well that, as a nation develops, different 
1r.ethods must be employed; but we had 
some wonderful teachers in the early days 
of this State. I will just mention several. 
One was the late Mr. J. S. Kcrr. No one 
can say that he was a product of a teachers' 
training college. No one can say that our 
esteemed friend, 1dr. A. Exley, had an 
opportunity of being trained in a teachers' 
training college. The same can be said of 
the late Mr. OhristophE'r Hurworth, with 
whom I had the good fortune to be asso
ciated when he was head master of the 
State school in Fortitude Vallev, or the late 
Mr. D. T. Lyons, of Eagle Junction, the 
!ate Mr. A. S. Kennedy, the late Mr. William 
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Bebbingion. the father of our e&teemed 
friend in the Department of Public Instruc
tion, and the late Mr. Gripp. I knew all 
these men. They were a wonderful type. 
Thev were all character builders. I do not 
infei· that the present teachers al'e not 
character builders, for I believe they are 
doing good work in this direction. My 
object in referring to this matter is to 
emphasise that econorr.ic circumstances will 
only permit the State to go a certain dis
tance. I have also to mention the late Miss 
Berry and Miss J\'[cLeod, who subsequently 
became :\1rs. J. S. Kerr. They were all a 
splendid type of teachers, and attained great 
succPs without the aiel of any training col
lege. In times like the present, when the 
people outside have to pay the taxation-
and the worker indirectly helps-the posi
tion should be considered, and, wherever 
J)Ossible, the pruning knife should be applied. 
I have heard from various sources that 
the te~chers' training college is an excel
lent imtitution, and I want the Minister 
to tell us of the good work that it has done; 
but we have arrived at a stage in our 
history v.'hen we ~annat afford ornamentals. 

Mr. WILSO:>r: The teachers' training col
lPge is one of the keys to the whole situation. 

Mr. l\IAXWELL : The hon. member may 
be corrc,ct. but I want the Minister to tell 
me. I am merely stating what was done 
formerly by men whose memories we revere 
-men who laid the foundation stone of our 
<'ducational system-men who carried on 
without such an institution. If they did 
that. whv should not our t8achers do like
wise in ~ time like the present? 

Mr. GLEDSON : All of these men were 
trained educationalists. 

Mr. :\1AXWELL: I know what I am 
talking about, because, I knew them all; 
they were educated in the ordinary schools. 
It seems to me that there is a tendency for 
'the State to compete with other schools. I 
may be wrong, and, if the Minister can con
vince me that I am wrong, I shall be satis
fied; but I want to impress upon him that 
he has a big spending department under his 
iurisdiction, and I trust that he will do his 
best in the interests vJ all the people. 

Let me stress again the fact that, although 
peop!t' to-day are labouring under a heavy 
burden of taxation, there is a ten-dency to 
impr··ss upon boys and girls that they should 
not enter what have been wrongly termed 
the humblt>r walks of life. To me, one of 
the noblest walks of life that a boY can 
follow is that of a tradesman, and in the 
case of a girl I think she should be trained 
to bke her place in the home, because, after 
all, the girls of to-day will be the mothers 
of the futl!re. The whole system should be 
revit>wed, I am expressing my own opinion. 
For a long time I have felt that we are 
over-reaching ourselves, as it were. \Ve have 
to mird our step and not go too far. Con
si<kr for a moment the number of children 
who aco atbmding the educational institu
tion aJjaeent to Parliament House. How 
many of these boys and girls are being 
equjppNl to follow trades and jobs in various 
business establishments? VerY few. \Vhat 
is going to happen to th~m? As the 
ex-Secretary for Public Instruction said, 
most of thPm want to join the ranks of the 
" starched collar" brigade. 

Mr. PETERSON (Fitzroy) [10.58 a.m.]: 
Following up the remarks of the hon. mem
ber for Toowong, I desire to express a few 
sentiments in relation to that subject. Any
one noticing the attendances during the pa't 
few years at the various technical colleges 
cannot fail to recognise that we are up 
against a serious problem not only educa
tionally, but also from the point of view 
that the State is paying a tremendous sum 
of money to educate boys and girls to secure 
the highest education, only to find that 
when thus equipped there is very little 
opportunity for them in the ordinary life of 
the community. The question has crossed 
my mind whether it would not be wise at 
the present juncture to take stock of the 
position. I dare say that every hon. member 
is besieged with hundreds of letters from 
people who desire to secure positions for 
their boys and girls in the public service. 

2Jir. O'KEEFE: Or any other job. 

Mr. PETERSON: Yes, but, in the first 
instance, in the public service. That brings 
me to this point: \Vhat is to become of the 
hundreds of boys and girls who can daily be 
seen going to the cEntr,tl technical college 
close by? The Department of Public Instruc
tion-and I say it without bittorm,"s-has 
set too much importance on a girl having 
typewriting or shorthand writing qualifica
tions rather than on being fully equipped in 
rega1;cl to domestic hygiene. I would like 
to see a system introduced whereby the girls 
who go through a course of domestic hygiene 
and thus better fit themselves to b2 wives are 
given a higher degree than those who merely 
tick a typewriter all clay long. We should 
call a halt in that direction. If you go to 
Rockhampton, Brisbane, Townsville, or 
wherever we have technical colleges, you 
find a desire on the part of the parents-not 
the children so much-to have their children 
belong to the educated class of workers, if 
v,e may use that term. That can be oYer
come to a large extent by endeavouring to 
inculcate, particularly in the girls in the 
various schools, that it is a great honour to 
become an efficient housewife and thoroughly 
to understand domestic hygiene in all its 
branches, not so much for the purpose of 
becoming a serf to her husband, but to put 
her in a position to conduct he'l' own home 
and, if necessary, her own business. The 
department should set its mind in this direc
tion in the future, and, instead of trying to 
cramb our boys and girls into clerical posi
tions, they should try to raise the status 
and make it noble to have a diploma in 
domestic hygiene that will fit the girls to 
play their part as the future wives in this 
State. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: That is the result of the 
present system D1f using girls to reduce 
\Vages. 

Mr. PETERSOK: Wages are fixed by 
the Industrial Court. Of course, when the 
girls become twenty-one, they are usually put 
off and juniors taken on. But that does not 
get away from the point that the difficulty is 
in placing these girls in positons, and that 
difficulty will continue for many years to 
come. It would be far better to do our 'best 
to raise the standard of domestic hygiene. 
and, if ne~essary, place a halo on those girls 
who pass highest in domestic hygiene. What 
i, wrong ',vith a girl knowing how to make 
dresses? What is wrong with a girl knowing 
how to be a good milliner in her own home. 
What is wrong with a girl becoming a good 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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cook in her own home. Yet that is looked 
down on by practically every girl who goes 
to a technical college. We should inculcate 
in the girls the idea that something higher 
is required of our girls than just to be 
typists. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: ·what IS wrong with givina-
the men jobs so that they can marry? "' 

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. member for 
Cairns is right to a certain extent but wo 
cannot alter in a day a system w'hich has 
taken years to reach its present stage. N 0 
nation was ever bqilt up on an army of 
clerks, or on an army of female typists. 
The old pioneers' wives paved the way for 
their husbands' success. \Ve have to do 
the very best for our girls and boys to 
make them better fitted to be the future 
citizens of this State. I hope more intere•,.t 
will be taken in this matter. Personally I 
think the lady who is a good cook and who 
can set a table properly is just as good 
as the lady who is a good typist. Home 
contentment is a very great factor and 
the wife to a very large extent rul~s the 
home in that, if she makes it sufficiently 
attractive· _to ind~ce ~er husband to stay at 
home at mght, nme times out of ten he will 
be only too glad to stay at home and not 
go wandering like some of them do. 

The next question I wish to touch on is 
in relation to the Blind, Deaf, and Dumb 
Institution. Until recently that institution 
was under the Home Department; and 
w.h!lst in _cha!ge. of that department, I 
VISited the mst1tut10n on nurr.erous occasions 
and I do not know of any institution which 
is being better conducted. While the rooms 
of the domestic staff may be improved on 
the lines suggested by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane, the work of Mr. Holle and 
other members of the staff deserves very 
great credit indeed. I am glad that the 
Department of Public Instruction has taken 
over the institution, as it actually belongs 
to that department, and I do not know 
why it was ever placed under the Horrce 
Department. I hope the Minister, if he 
):!as. a few minutes to spare, will visit the 
mstJtutwn, and see the good work accom
plished by the staff. I know, Mr. Hanson 
that you take a very great interest in that 
institution, and you and Your committee 
deserve great credit for the" work you have 
done for those children. Any member who 
goes there and sees the success with which 
they are taught lip reading will be staggered
No educational institution is doing better 
work for the boys and girls of Queensland. 

This brings me to another matter which 
has been brought up previously. We have 
the deaf and dumb school to which I have 
referred, and other institutions, and these 
and other facts should convince any Go
yernment that it is wise to recognise that 
m many cases there is a definite cause 
for blindnc's and rrcany of the troubles that 
lead to dumbness. When one takes the 
trouble to go through statistics and discover 
how. many children are born blind, one 
readily recognises that the time is ripe for 
sexual education in the schools. I remember 
speaking on this question previously and 
producing appalling figures to show some 
of the results of sexual indiscretions. These 
facts remind us of the saying of the Old 
Book that the sins of the fathers and mothers 
are visited upon the children. We cannot 
shut our eyes to the facts. Are we going 
to continue as we have been doing, or are 

[.Mr. Peterson. 

we going to be brave enough to meet the 
criticism that may be levelled at us if we 
take steps to cope with the scourge in the 
way I suggest? I suggest to the Minister 
and his excellent officers that they go into 
this phase of the question, and see if it 
is not possible to do in Queensland what is 
done in other parts of the world, where 
boys and girls on the point of leaving school 
are given instruction similar to that which 
our soldiers got when they went to the 
front. I believe that, just as the education 
which ehildren now get in our schools stands 
to them for the rest of their lives, so instruc
tion in sex matters will stand to them and 
help them to avoid the snares of the future, 
and that we shall thus help to build up a 
better and a purer race, and that those who 
realise what has bt,en done for them in this 
way will recognise that we have given them 
a precious heritage. 

Mr. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers} 
[11.9 a.m.]: I have listened very carefully 
to the various speakers, and I agree with 
many of them that Queensland has an edu
cational system which corr:pares most favour
ably with any other in the GommonweaJth. 
With regard to the primary schools in 
Charters Towers, I ask for nothing. ThG 
various committees attend to what is neces
sary, and, if anything crops up which is 
worthy of support, they ask the department 
fm that support, and generally they get 
what they require. 

There was some opposition to the e'tablish
ment of an intermediate school in Charters 
Towers but the Director of Education 
visited' the town and overcame that opposi
tion corr:pletely. There is also a high school 
at Charters Towers which is doing verv fin& 
work. There are ~everal secondary schools, 
including the Church of England schools
All Souls for boys and St. Gabriel's for girls 
-the Presbyterian and Methodist schools
Thornburgh for boys and Blackheath for 
girls-and the Roman Catholic schools
Mount Carmel for boys and St. Mary's for 
girls. Many of the denominational schools 
find it difficult to carry on, nevertheless they 
all do excellent work educationally, and in 
every other way. The boys have their crick_et 
and football, the girls basket ball and tenms. 

At the technical college domestic scie!lce 
i' taught to the girls, including dre~smakmg 
and cooking, and, in fact, everythmg they 
need to know in after life. The boys learn 
'arpentrv and every other trade that is 
I;ecessary for a man who must take his place 
in the world. 

I desire to take the opportunity of thank
ing the officers for the courtesy they have· 
shown m· but I do not believe in the old 
maxim ,,'y on scratch my back and I will 
scratch' yoqrs." I prefer to vary it, and 
say, "You scratch your back and I will 
scratch my own.'' 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [11.12 a. m.]: I expresE 
my appreciation of the treatment met0d out 
to my eledorate by the officers of the depart
ment during the last three years. 

I have waited with interest to see the· 
stand that would be taken by the Govern
ment in regard to this vote. The late Govern
ment were severely criticised prior ~o an~ 
during the election campaign for theu atti
tude towards education in Queensland. 
Illustrations appeared in the public press 
purporting to show that the children who· 
attended the schools were starving ; but the 
Labour propagandists neglected to note that 
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a photograph was being taken of children 
who were very well dressed. The contention 
that school children were starving was blown 
to piech by anti-Labour candidates during 
the campaign, and the people were con
vinced that the photographs represented 
nothing more than mere political propaganda. 
The Labour Government were returned to 
po\rer to some extent on the strength of a 
promise to remedy the umatisfactory position 
~reated by the late Government. Unfortu
nately, there are some people acsociated with 
politics who endeavour to ecore politically 
quite regardles, of the serious consequences 
of their actions. I am sure that there is 
not one hon. member who is not desirous 
of doing everything possible for the benefit 
of the rising generation; but economies that 
are forced upon us have to be recognised. 
An examination of the expenditure upon 
-our educational system over a period of 
years will disclose that Queensland has not 
been backv, ard in her duty in this matter_ 
I hold the opinion that Queensland ranks 
second to no other State in the Common
wealth in the provision of modern educa
tional facilities. No matter how anxious and 
ambitious we may be to extend educational 
facilities in the interests of the children, we 
are bound to consider whether, in times of 
deprr,sion, the existing rate of expenditure 
-can be maintained. The provision of a 
modern educational system, in common with 
all other social service·~, depends almost 
entirely upon the amount of finance avail
able. Thc~e figures will show the enormous 
increase in the rate of expenditure upon our 
cduL~tional system over periods of five 
Jear3-

Expenditure. Increase. 
£ £ 

1914-15 576,324 
1919-20 1,024,786 448,462 
1924-25 1,404,467 379,681 
1929-30 1,692,525 288,058 

Decrease. 
1931-32 1,361,822 330,703 

The average increase per year from 1915 to 
1930 was £74,413, which shows conclusively 
that Queensland recognised her duty to the 
people and to the rising generation. We 
have advanced far in our educational system; 
but we are now compelled to ask to what 
extent expenditure can be increased in this 
direction. No Government was responsible 
for the prevailing depression which brought 
about a cusation '!f oversea borrowing and 
a he a'. J declme m our natwnal income 
Even if no depression had visited Australia
it would have been the duty of any Govern~ 
ment to decide just how much further the 
eduutional system could be extended. In 
1929-30 the expenditure upon our educational 
system represented 15 per cent. of the total 
expenditure of the State, exclusive of the 
amount required to pay interest on the 
public debt, and it represented over 30 per 
cent. of the total expenditure, exclusive of 
the amount require.d to pay interest on the 
public debt and the expenditure in the Rail
'cmy Department. 

I am aware that considerable criticism 
may be levelled at me for making these 
CO!ll!l10nts. An endeavour will be made to 
mi,.construe my statements in the direction 
of su_ggcsti:r:g that I am advo?ating that a 
certam se . ..:twn of the commumt" should be 
depriv.·cl of some benefits. Ther~ are always 
people who are ever ready to take up the 

cudgels on their behalf merely for the pur
pose of making political propaganda. I am 
expressing my own personal opinion that the 
financial and economic circumstances of 
to-day make it imperative for every hen. 
me m her to give serious consideration to this 
question. 'I'he Labour candidates in the 
recent election campaign had no foundation 
for their condemnation of the late Govern
ment in this connection. The Labour Party 
attained power as a result of that propa
ganda, yet they are continuing the ver_y 
eco-nomies which were introduced by their 
predecessors. They recognise. now !hat the 
previous Government only drd then· duty. 
As a matter of fact, the present Government 
are going further than we went. \Vhy? 
Because they cannot get a V\ ay from the 
position which faces the count;·y. I do. J_IOt 
condemn them because, in facmg a positiOn 
such as that' which confronts us at the 
present time, we must not ?'? so fr?m the 
point of view of party pohtrcal gam, but 
from the viewpoint of the interests of the 
people. That is why we resented ~he 
criticisms levelled by our opponents durmg 
the election campaign. The Government 
have not only accepted the advantages of 
the economies effected by the Moore Go
vernment, but they are economising in other 
directions. It is unfortunate that these 
economies will be at the expense of the 
country and the childre_n in the country 
districts. The appropriatiOn for scholarshrl?s 
is £8.000 k·s this year than last. I adm_rt 
that the Minister has a good argument m 
that respect; but if he proceeds to increase 
the number of ~cholarships, he will need 
increased appropriation. 

During the election campaig~ Labour 
candidates condemned the reductiOn made 
in teachers' salaries, and promis<:d that, if 
they vcere returned, those reductrons would 
be restored. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUl£lON : 
That promise was not made. 

Mr. KENNY: That promise was made by 
implication by practically every Labour 
candidate. They roundly condemned the 
late Government to such an extent that 
school teachers really believed that, if the 
Labour Party wew returned te: power, they 
would have their salary reductwns restored. 
In support of this statement I quote the 
following article from the " Queensland 
Teachers' Journal " of the 12th instant;
just fifteen days ago; and hen. members will 
be able to judge for themselves whether or 
not school teachers expected action from 
the Government in the direction I have 
indicated-

" The economic trend of the conditions 
of Queensland teachers is far from re
assuring. The deplor':'ble. fact to be 
faced in its stern reality rs that these 
conditions are not only not improving_ but 
are even becoming worse in several direc
tions. It is a very unpleasant task to 
be referring from time to _time to th~ 
drastic reduction made m teachers 
salaries through the operations of the 
Salaries Act." 

Did the teachers not expect some action from 
the Government because of the condemnatory 
remarks of Labour candidates regarding the 
reductions. 

Mr. \VATERS : If your Government had 
been returned, they would have received a 
further 10 per cent. cut. 

Mr. Kenny.] 



1172 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply 

:Mr. KE='JKY: That interjection by the 
hon. member for Kelvin Grove is hke the 
suggestion he made yesterday when he sai-d 
that children of twelve years of age should 
be taught elementary economies. He said 
that children of that age could understand 
elementary political economy. 

Mr. \VATERS : Your mental age is twelve 
years. 

Mr. KENNY: If the hon. member studied 
a little political economy, it woul-d be of 
benefit to himself and the people he repre
sents, and be of greater benefit to them than 
the interjections he makes. The ''Teachers' 
Journal" further says-

" It has been heely stated that but 
for the swing of the political pendulum 
in June last the reduction would have 
been even greater, but of that we have 
no official knowledge. \Ye do know 
however, that all the economies budgeted 
for by the previous administration are 
still being exercised, while one or two 
have been added to keep them company. 
For instance, the allowances to teachers 
in charge of rural and vocational 
schools have been recently cut into or 
cut out entirely. While the Government 
is dealing with the matter of allowances 
it might possibly take into account 
some of the big allowances made to 
highly paid public servants " 

That article is in condemnation of the state
ments made by the Government candidates 
at the last election. I do not want to score 
politically off them by quoting this article. 
We told the people on the hustings that the 
position had to be faced. I told my electors 
that I did not wish to be returned on any 
misleading statements; and I informed then1 
that there was no hope of the reductions 
being restored until the economic position 
eighted itself. That policy was not adopted 
by Labour speakers, and I say definitelv tha. t 
the teache·rs definitely expected the Govern
ment to carry out something which, if not 
actuall3· promised, was implied. 

The article goes on to say-
" \Ve have made reference elsewhere 

to the unfair incidence of the Unemploy
ment Relief Tax recently imposed by 
the Government. Everyone admits that 
it is one of the primary duties of the 
Government to make suitable lJrovision 
for the wants of the unfortunate people 
who cannot find employment. The 
framers of the Act, howeve·r, have made 
rather a crude job of it. There are 118 
teachers receiving salary at the rate of 
£208 5s. per annum, and these arc taxed 
at the rate of 9d. in the £1, whereas if 
they were drawing £208, their tax would 
be at the rate of 6d. in the £1. P.rovi
sion should have been made that these 
teachers and others, if there are others 
simil~rly situated, should not have thei1· 
salaries reduced, by the operation of the 
Act, to an amount lower than would be 
the c:tse if they were receiving the salary 
of £208 per annum and were taxed at 
the rate of 6d. in the £1. The Act haR 
now become operative and apparently i ~ 
1s tc:o late to take any effective meacures 
dun_ng the curre_nt financial year to 
i·ectify a very o bvwus anomaly." 

The Minister may say that these promises 
were not made; but the fact remains that 
the teachers had certain expectations and 
as the result of what was told th~m by 

[.Mr. Kenny. 

Labour candidates, did not eJ<;pect the econo
mies to be continued. Labour candidate" 
definitely promised that the ecouomil & 

effected under what was termed the deflation 
policy of the Moore Government would be 
rectified. The " Teachers' Journal " proves 
conclusively that people were misled into 
voting for the Labour Party, and that the 
members of that party have betrayed their 
trust. 

Queensland should aim at the very highect 
primary education, and the·re should be an 
extension of the rural school system of 
education. I represent a sparsely 1Jopulated 
electo·rate in which there is no high srhool. 
Children 'in the outback deserve everv con
sideration, and an extension of the· rural 
srhool system would give the children there 
that knowledg'· which will equip them to deal 
with the practical side of life. If the rural 
education of the outback children is to be 
sacrificed for reasons of economy, th<:n it 
would be better to reconsider the whole 
policy rega·rding high schools. We have 
denominational and grammar school,; doing 
very effective service, and capable of carry
ing on secondary education, whilst at the 
same time a higher primary educntion is 
given to outback children. Some people 
may disagree with me; but, in my opinion, 
90 per cent. of the education of a person 
is obtained after leaving school when he DJ" 

she encounters the practical experience of 
lifP. We can educate the children to the 
point at which they may take advantage of 
the theory that is taught them; but, if 
they cannot apply that theory in practice, 
they will become failures. The aim of the 
educational system should be to turn out 
practical citizens-citizens who are pre
pared to take their place in industry. 
Moreover, the children should be taught to 
be self-reliant, and not to depend on a 
Government job after leaving school. A 
spirit of self-reliance will enable them to 
apply the theoretical knowledge to the' 
practical problems of everyday life. 

The hon. member for Nanango was cun
demncd for his statement yesterday-that 
our children were not getting the n>cessary 
practical education. To a great extent I 
agree with the hon. mPmbe·r, but I disagree 
with those hon. members on the GoYern
ment side who suggested that the hon. mem
ber was condemning the system of education. 
At no other time in the history of Queens
land was it so vitally necessary to educatl' 
the farmer as it is to-day. The farmer must 
be educated so that h. can carry out hi~ 
farming activities successfullv. I do not sav 
that the farmers cannot get that education 
through the primary and rm·al school": but 
it is unnecc,sary to give university training 
in order to make the suCCl'ssful farmer. Of 
course, if it is desired to enter the profes
''ions. then university facilities must bc 
utilised: but what I f'mphasise is the neces
sity to look to the practical side of life. 

To show that the country districts have 
been sacrificed, I need only point out that 
there has been a reduction in the vote for 
dental colleges and dental inspections. I 
say definitely before any reduction should 
take place in regard to those matters there 
should have been a curtailment of expendi
ture in the bigger cities of the State. 

I advocate an extension of the rural school 
system in country districts such as I repre
sent. There should be an agricultural high 
school in conjunction with the Gatton Col
lege on the Atherton Tableland. That is 
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nrcessary to make available a higher educa
tion to children there whose parents are 
not in a position to send them away for a 
secondary education. If that facility is pro
vided it will fill a long-felt want. It may 
be all right to have high schools in the 
bigger cities thoughout the State; but, as 
the representative of a very sparsely popu
lated portion of the State, I say the country 
districts are entitled to some consideration. 
The children in ~orth Queensland have no 
opportunity of atte_nding a _h!gh school unless 
their parents are m a positron to pay then· 
board while away fron·c home. That oppor
tunity should be given in rural districts by 
the establishment of agricultural high schools. 

Another point I wish to raise is the nece.;
sity for action on the part of the Govern
ment to provide educational facilities in the 
Mareeba tobacco arerts in North Queensland. 
The population of that district is growing 
fast. Children are going there, and to 
develop that industry as we would iike, 
there is an urgent necessity for schools to 
be built throughout the area. Schools are 
required at Bilwon, Koha, Emerald Creek, 
Chewko Morcan Settlement, and Euluma. 
Those dre new areas that are going ahead 
every day; and the Minister would be wise 
to look into the question of establishing 
schools there. I am not out to embarrass 
the Minister in any way, as I realise t_hc 
difficult position the department is placed m. 
I realise that the new settlers cannot afford 
very high-class houses to live in; and they 
are compelled to suffer inconveniences so 
that they can make a success of their under
taking. To provide school accommodation 
also rr.eans that the teacher must be pro
vided with accommodation on a farm. That 
is necessary from the point of view of the 
teacher; but the teachers themselves must 
be prepared to make sacrifices in the interests 
of development. They must be prepared to 
put up with hardships, the same as the 
pioneers in the tobacco industry have to 
suffer. They must be prepared to live under 
similar conditions to the farmers in the 
settlement. I think it is wrong to send 
girls to places like that. Usually a girl 
is sent out to small localities where there 
are one-teacher schools. I say definitely 
that a number of schools in charge of girls 
to-day should be in charge of· men. No 
girl should be expected to go into some of 
the localities where they arc sent to-day. 
If the position were altered, the men in 
charge of these schools would have to put 
up with the same inconveniences as are 
suffered by the settlers. I realise the diffi
culty of the Minister, and I suggest that the 
Director of Education is a practical man. 
If he has the opportunity, he should go 
into these tobacco areas and see for himself. 
Let him get into touch with the different 
settlers; let him talk to the parents ; and 
he will con:e back and make a recommenda
tion as to where schools should be built. I 
am satisfied that, if the Director is sent 
there, "e shall get a satisfactory solution 
of the whole problem. At tb, present time 
it is not possible for the children in these 
places to travel to school by rail. I did 
see a suggestion from a very brainy indi
vidual in the North that the children could 
walk 4 miles to the railway siding, catch 
the train. and travel another 8 miles to 
school. -

Mr. O'KEEFE: He mnsJ, havn beun a 
Nationalist. 

Mr. KENNY; No; he was_ my o!!po~~nt
a Labour man. As one wnter said, . The 
intelligence of those people :"ho . arm at 
being members of the ~egrslatrve Asserr.bly 
is wonderful." These children cannot und<;lr
take an 8-n:ile walk each day and a 16-mile 
journey by train. I. do not w~sh to stress the 
position, as I reaJise the difficult:y of the 
Minister and the DHector of EducatiOn: But 
my suggestion is that, if the Director IS sent 
up there, he will find a way out. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) [11.~6 a.m.J.: 
I have always recognised that this. vote IS 
discussed from a non-party standpomt, and, 
although recently some attel!'pt may have 
been made to use it for pohtwal purposes, 
I think that it is well to realise that educa
tion is a responsibility of all the people, and 
not merely of one section of them, _and I 
hope that we shall endeavour to av01d the 
political aspect of the matter. . . 

I rose to make a suggestion to the Mmis
ter from the point of view of people m t_he 
countrv. We all know that it is essential 
that every effort should be made . to settle 
people on the land if Queeon~l":nd ~s to pro
gress and overcome her d:ffjcul~le'; and. 
much of the Government's activity IS dr_rected 
to this end. For that purpose marned as. 
well as single people must be encourage~ to 
take up farming ahd other rural pursuits; 
and one of the main factors that any such 
settler considers is the facilities that o!fer 
for the education of his children. I knov; of 
several cases where share-farming has b~en 
offered to married people, whi?h would g~ve 
them homes and the opportumty of makmg 
good living•, but the offers wer~ . ~urned 
down because there was no possrbrhty of 
their children 11-ttending schools. Paren~s 
regard very serio:1sly the. outlook for their 
children, and desrre to g·rve them. as good 
an education as possible. I believe that 
country people need general education ;'ll~re 
than people in the. c_it.ies, who may specrahse 
in one or two activities, whereas the young 
man in the <;ountry cannot leave home; and 
the only way in which he c_an learn ne;v 
methods of production from trme to time IS 
by educating himself from books. He must, 
therefore, be in a position to U'}derstand. an_d 
apply what he reads. I realise that It _Is 
necessary for the d!'partment to h~ve certam 
regulations regardmg the. estabhshmel?t of 
schools ; but I suggest senously that, If . we 
are to get more people on the land, t~e time 
is ripe for either straining or varymg the 
regulations that exist. The pr~sent regula
tions may have been suitable m the past; 
but when we wish to encourage people to 
o-o 'out into the country in greater numbers, 
~e must offer them reasonable facilities. 

I do not want to raise the question of the 
education of the country children as against 
that afforded to city children; but I want ' 
to point out that in my elector!'te a rather 
serioqs position has arisen.. It IS an nnp~r
tant district, with a large number of chrl-. 
dren, whose parents are very concerned 
about it-I think with some rt>ason. I dO> 
not want to say anything more about the· 
matter because I know the Minister has
taken 'a personal interest i'!- it; ~nd I ho12e 
that negotiations now pendmg wrll result m 
tho difficulty being overcome. 

The benefits which accrue from project 
clubs and rural schools are very great. Quite 
a number of project clubs exist in my electo
rate and the interest tab'n in them by the 
trcachel's is ·extraordinary. The teachers· 

JJ:Ir. Plunkett.l 
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demonstrate that, although they may not 
have been reared on the land, they are keenly 
interested in the matter; and the boys and 
girls gain a surprising amount of knowledge 
which is not only beneficial in itself but 
also gives them a love for the land, for the 
g_rowing of crops, and other rural occupa
tiOns; and these are the people who will not 
rush to the cities for work. The education 
given by those project clubs and rural schools 
is excelient, and every encouragement should 
be given tD the teachers. 

In view of the financial position, I have 
no further criticism to offer on this vote. 
I realise that everything tannot be accom
plished immediately. vVe should all realise 
that; and we sh<?uld all endea':or:r to pro
vide the people m the rural disbrcts with 
the oppDrtunity to secure the best educa
tion possible for their children. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruce, The Tableland) [11.43 
a.m.]: Much to my surprise, I find myself 
in ~cc?rd with the hon. member for Cook. 
It IS JUst as well that matters of import
ance to country people should be emphasised 
by hon. members on both sides of the 
Chamber. It is a fact that the accommoda
tion provided for school teachers in some 
districts is somewhat unsuitable; and it is 
also astonishing to find that it is the invari
able practice to transfer female, and not 
male, teachers to these places. A large 
fo~eign. population has settled on the Her bert 
River m the Kennedy electorate, which I 
p1:evwusly re~resented; but their economic 
misfortunes did not enable them to provide 
su_itable accommodation for a school teacher, 
with the result that accDmrnodation was 
difficult to secure. I repeat, that as a 
general rule, female teachers are to be 
found in these places instead of men. Male 
teach~rs would be much more capable of 
adaptmg themselves to these difficult situa· 
twns_. Th_e same. difficult conditions arise 
at times m farmmg areas where suitable 
accommodation is difficult to secure. It would 
be much more convenient for a male teacher 
to reach the school by the use of a bicycle 
or othe_r means. . JHy remarks could be 
appropriately appli~d to the electorate of 
The Tableland, which I now represent. 
. The hon. member for Albert suggested 
that children _.should be conve;·ed to certain 
areas to obtam schoolmg facilitieR. Ovvina 
to ~he _suitability of the land for tabocc~ 
cultiY~tJon, an area extending from Mareeba 
to OhillagDe has suddenly become available 
as one of the finest tobacco areas in the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. KENNY : From Kuranda to ChillagDe. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORR:S. 

The country is S?rnewhat rocky around 
?-<uranda. Pro'•pecbve tobacco-growers have 
b~en athactod. ~o this area, some of them 
with large families; a':d .a schooling popu]a. 
twn has sprun_g up \nthm a comparativelv 
very short perwd. VVe could .hardly expec"t 
the departn:ent to have provided schooling 
accommodatiOn _up ~o the !?resent time, pa:rti. 
cul_arly wJ:en It IS realised that country 
wJ:ICh previ_ously was not worth 2s. per square 
~mle ar:d did not carry any population at all 
Immediately became valuable as tobacco 
!and. It has b~'m. one of ~he most surp:ris
mg developmen·' I_n _the histor:' of Queens
land, and,_ on a mimature scale. it is com
par~ble WI_th the .e~rly gold rushes of A us
traha. It 1s surpnsmg to beheld the nurn ber 
of people who have settled on the a~ea 

[Mr. Plunkett. 

during the past few months, and there is 
now an urgent need for the provision of 
adequate educational facilities. I refer to 
the matter merely to impress it upon the 
Minister and upon the Director of Educa· 
tion. A number of new tobacco-growers 
have allowed their families to remain in 
other places because of the lack of i·Chool
ing facilities on the new tobacco area; but 
I am satisfied that, if schools were provided, 
the families would be brought to their new 
locality and in this way the unemployment 
market would be considerably eased. A 
number of new workers would be available 
for engagement in a useful occupation, and 
the younger members of the family would 
be assured of a flrst-class education. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) [11.47 a. m.]: I con
gratulate the Secretary for Public Works 
upon so improving his political ideas as to 
flnd that he can get in behind the hon. 
member for Cook. It has been stated that 
the future of Australia as a nation lies 
in an enlightened community. We cannot 
complain that the Department Df Public 
Instruction in Queensland has failed in its 
duty to provide that enlightened cornrnunit;.-. 
I have no complaints whatever to find with 
the activities of the department. It has 
been stated during the course of the debate 
that secondary education should be extended 
to pr-oviding an education to fit the young 
people of the country to embark upon rural 
pursuits. I certainly favour activities along 
the lines of rural education. In travelling 
through the country districts of my elector
ate I find that the department is doing a 
great d< al in furtherance of rural education 
along practical lines. The department 
recognises that it is its duty to educate the 
child to fit him or her for after life. If 
that were not the objective, then the system 
would fail. The hon. member for Logan, 
the ex-Secretary for Public Instrt>ction, 
stated yesterday that there should be more 
development along these lines. I desire to 
pay a tribute of praise to the officers of the 
department who are working in the direction 
of extending rural education, particularly 
in my electorate. I have been very much 
surprised in going through the new areas 
of my electorate to find the great prc gress 
that has been made in this connection . 
Those members of Parliament who do not 
repreeent country areas would be surprised 
at the results achieved if they spent a day 
with the children who belong to the home 
project clubs. The info-rmation which they 
would gather would compel them to recog
nise that the methods being imparted by the 
teachers will enable the boys and girls to 
become expert in industry when they reach 
manhood and wDmanhood. The results 
achieved by the home projebt cll!bs at 
Biggenden, 0-oalstoun Lakes, Dallarml, and 
Woowoonga are commendable, not only to 
the department but to the teachers engaged 
in the work. If hon. members had any 
knowledge of what has been done in this 
respect thev could come to no other con
clusion' than· that the teachers are living up 
to the highest traditions of their profession. 
Many of these teachers, after concluding 
their school work in the afternoon,. go D·ff 
in their motor cars to the homes of the 
children to watch the work they do in the 
dairy yards and in the fields. They_ take 
this interest in the work of the chrldren 
in order to assist them in their desire to 
obtain knowledge of rural activities. I corn
mend the work of the home project clubs, 
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because it is educating the children along 
practical lin<"S. These clubs are compelling 
the parents also to take a keen interest in 
the work. As a result of the work accom
plished among the children and the keen
ness of the parents in it, stud book stock 
ar" now being introduced in centres where 
they were rarely seen before. Generally 
speaking, previously stud book stock were 
to be found only in those dairying districb 
where breeders were engaged in the work; 
h>1t, as a result of the home project clubs, 
many cattle in our dairying districts are 
now being included in the stud book. That 
means that the child is going to take a 
greater interest in the development of our 
dairy herds, and the other industries which 
the home project clubs cover." To-day the 
average annual production per cow in the 
dairying industry is something like 150 lb. of 
butter. The department believes that, by 
the knowledge imparted to members of the 
home project clubs, it will be possible to 
start a boy out in the dairying industry 
ten years sooner than otherwise. I believe 
that the work of these clubs will go even 
further, and that they will be the means 
of a boy starting out in the industry with 
a herd which will enable him to secure an 
adequate competency. We all know that 
there is great room for development in the 
dairying industry in the matter of increas
ing the production per cow. As the result 
of the activities of the department, in some 
districts over 200 dair:r beasts eligible for 
the stud book have been introduced. That 
work will be of great help in the develop· 
ment of the State. 

Another feature of the work of the children 
which particularly attracted my attention 
was their conduct of meetings; and in this 
connection the department is training the 
boys and girls to take an early part in the 
activities of the various agricultural and 
other associations for primary producers. In 
the dairying industry particularly, where 
in some respect!! the business is conducted on 
co-operative lines, the training of the boys 
and girls under the home project movement 
will enable those boys and girls to take an 
active part in later life on the councils of 
the various associations. I commend the work 
of the department, which has apparently 
found a way of applying science to indus
try. By inculcating the idea in the minds 
of the boys and girls to-day, the department 
is doing work that will be of lasting benefit. 

I was also particularly interested in the 
various exhibits produced by the children 
as the result of C'<periments conducted on 
Yarious grasses, and carried out by the 
children under the supervision of the 
teachers. Such work must undoubtedly make 
for the progress of the industry and for the 
general good of the State. The department 
and its teachers are to be congratulated 
upon the keen interest displayed in equipping 
the children for the practical problems they 
will have to face when they go out into the 
world. 

The department is a.!so to be congratulated 
on its determination to have no other than 
fully qualified teachers in its service. In 
the past two or three years much good ser
vice has been rendered in that direction, and 
we need have no fear now of an inefficient 
teacher l]eing entrusted with the education 
of our children. 

I commend to the Minister the wisdom of 
not restricting the departmental activities 

in rega.rd to rural education. The vote dis
clvses that £44,345 less is being appropriated 
this year than last year, and we know that 
last year the departmental estimates were 
considerably reduced. That naturally cr<>ates 
difficulty for the department, coupled with 
the numerous representations that are made 
by members of Parliament. Under the cir
cumstances, the department is doing good 
work. I particularly roce to congratulate 
the department on the progress of the home 
project work, which I trust the Minister will 
see is continued in the future. 

Mr. LLEWELYN (Toowoomba) [11.59 
a.m.]: As the representative of a constitu
ency whose educational importa.nce is second 
only to that of the metropolis, I first of all 
add my meed of thanks to the department 
for the courtesy and assistance which I have 
invariably received from its officers. 

At 12 noon, 
Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieyed the Chair
man in the chair. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: During this discussion 
much has been said as to the necessity for 
"aving mo1wy, if at all possible. At one time" 
in this Chamber I quoted Edward Everitt 
as having said, "Education is a better safe
guard of liberty than a standing arrrcy." 
I think everv hon. member will agree with 
that sentiment. At the end of 1914 the 
population of Queensland was 678,864, and 
the amount voted for education was £523,958. 
If we compare with those figures the amount 
,·oted this year for educational purposes and 
the present population of the State, it will 
be readily recognised that the cost of educa
tion per head of population to-day is no 
greater than it was in 1914. If anything, 
it is a little less. I submit that the money 
spent on education is giving a greater return 
to-day than formerly. 

Let us cast our minds back to the condi
tions in 1914. At that tirr:e there were 
no vocational schools. Our high schools 
had not deYeloped to the state we enjoy 
to-day. The university was not opened until 
1910. It is interesting to enumerate the 
subjects that were taught at the university 
in that year. At that time there were only 
four faculties-classics, mathematics and 
physics, chemistry and geometry, and engi
neering. To-day 'we have professors teaching 
biology, and several profe>sors teach geology 
and physics. 

While I am on the subject of the university, 
I would like to stress the need for the estab
lishment of a faculty of medicine. I think 
such a sugg0•tion meets with the approba
tion of enry member of this Chamber and 
of the general community. We recognise 
tohe disadvantages that many people have to• 
suffer through not being able to meet the 
cost of sending their boys and girls away 
from the State to take a course of medicine. 
If we established a chair of medicine at the 
universitv, that faculty would be availed of 
to a very great extent. Having regard to• 
the higher standard of education required 
to-day, and the fact that a more versatile 
class of teacher is required, the value received 
for the money expended on education to-day 
is greater than was the case in the past. 
The total vote to-day for education is" 
£1,344,876, and it has 'been said that some 
of that rr.oney is not being spent wisely. 
It has been suggested that some of the money 
devoted to secondary education could, with 

Mr. Llewelyn.] 
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advantage, be devoted to primary education. 
There may be something in that contention 
that calls for serious consideration. I con
sider that the amount of money spent on 
high schools and technical colleges, and more 
particularly on the high schools in the diff
erent centres of population, appears rather 
large. If we are to chee ;epare in the far
distant portions of the State to enable the 
city childre? to g·et . an edU< ~tion,. we must 
not do it without seriOus cons1deratwn. Per
haps the ~Iinister may be able to enlighten 
the Committee on that point when he replies. 

Another factor to be borne in mind is 
the changed value of money. We realise our 
tremendous task and responsibility in the 
education of our children, and our standard 
of education compares very favourably in
deed with that of any of the other States. 
We have 1,700 schools, entailing .a great 
amount of anxiety and trouble upon the 
Director of Education and his officers. The 
sovereign in 1914 was worth 20s., and we 
were able to spend the full 20s. on our 
schools. To-day we have 1't paper currency; 
and when we compare the value of that 
cur;ency with that of the sovereign in 1914, 
we have an argument in favour of the con
tention that we are getting greater value 
for the money spent. 

Mention has been made of the opportunity 
classes and the good work which is being 
done by the teachers in connection there
with. I add my tribute of praise for the 
splendid care given to the cl:iidren in these 
classes and the results which have been 
achieved by the segregation of the ehildren 
in classes apart from others under the con
trol of a teacher imbued with the necessary 
vision. 

The hon. member for Cook said that he 
did not approve of the transfer of girl 
teachers to country schools long distances 
from their homes, and he suggested that the 
Director of Education should considei· the 
sending of young men wherever possible. 
With that sentiment I am heartily in accord. 

If there is anv discue,ion in which the 
working of the parish pump may be excused, 
it is perhaps that on this vote; and I, 
therefore, take the opportunitj· of sa.ying 
that some of the schools in my district require 
the attention of the Department of Public 
Works. I proposed to mention thie matter 
on the Estimates of that ·department, but 
I "'as advised by the officers to defer my 
remarks until this vote was before the Com
mittee. It is not conducive to the physical 
wellbeing of the children, for instance, 
that they should have to work at desks 
which are not as good as they ought to be. 
In one of my schools a desk has even had 
to be improvised from a box-a condition 
of things that should not be allowed to 
continue. 

It has been suggested that health is of 
greater importance than education itself. If 
our children are to be educated as we desire 
them to be, let us pay due regard at all times 
to their health. I happen to know that speci
fications are being prepared for a septic 
system for the South Toowoomba school, 
and I submit that, whereve•· there is a l:arge 
number of childi'en, this matter is of para
mount importance to the community, an.d it 
is the duty of the department to see that 
the work is carried out, so far as it is <Jon
sistent with the Government's ability to :pay. 

Attention should be given to the st:;-l<e of 
forms u·" d in some of our schools. Some-

[_ilfr. Llewelyn. 

times we find that children h~ve to s!t. in 
positions which are not co_nduCiv~ to gr':rr:g 
their best attention to theu studies. I J0111 
with other speakers in exprr·sing the hope 
that the money voted for this department 
will be wisely expended. 

Mr. TOZER (Gympie) [12.12 J?.m.]: I_think 
that every hon. member ~ons1ders this d_e
partment one of the most Import_ant depart
ments of the State. They recogmse that the 
children of to-day, who are to be the men 
and women of the future, must be taught 
those subjects that will develop charac~er 
upon proper lines. The rmnd of t~e chrld 
is very plastic and extremely receptive, and 
much depends upon the subjects that are 
taught to them. 

I whole-heartedly approve of our system 
of education· but I do not approve of the 
action of certain teacb,e~-s who. endeavour ~~ 
times to impart poi;tiCa!. views to_ the_n 
scholars. I believe m Brble te_achmg m 
State schools and in childr~~ havmg a cer
tain amount of religious trammg. O_f col!rsc, 
I realise that hon. members hold diversified 
views upon this subject; but, .as a basrc 
principle, it is abso~utely necess~ry t?at 
every child should be given a good groundmg 
in religious beliefs. The amol}nt appr':'
priated for the department this ye":r IS 

£44,345 less thar. the amoul_lt appropnatod 
last vear. When the Estrm.ates of thrs 
department were under disc~~;;wn last year, 
members of the then Opposrt;on freely con
demned the Government for farlmg to expend 
a larger amount upon educa~ion. We were 
compelled by force of ecor:omrc cucumstances 
to reduce the appropriation last year i and 
they are compelled by force of cco_nomw_ cu: 
cumstances to reduce the vote still further 
this year. I sincerely hope that the finan
cial position will improve, . and. that the 
reductions made in the varwus I~ems. wrll 
be restored. I offer this interestmg mfor
mation relating to our State for the benefit 
of hon. members-

Popu,lation 
State schools 
Private schools 
Teachers-

State schools 
Private schools 

Scholars-

965,934 
1,726 

201 

4,266 
1,264 

137,683 
32,244 

State schools 
Private schools 

Average attendance-
State schools 115.267 
Private schools 27.335 

That information has been compiled up to 
1930 but it has been found impossible to 
bring it absolutely up to date. _The type 
of school building now erected IS a con: 

1 siderable improvement upon the type of 
school erected in the days that have gone. 
I have in mind in particular two schools 
in my electorate at Wolvi and Ooondoo. A 
number of the schools could be renovated 
or improved with considerable advanta\Se, 
and I should like the department to grve 
earnest consideration to that matter at the 
earliest possible date. This would be in the 
interests not only of the children but also 
of the teachers. The schools in the large 
centres of population are provided with the 
utmost conveniences; but the same cannot 
be said of a very large number of country 
schools. Most of the country schools com
prise practically one room, with a front and 
back veranda. There is no adequate accom
modation to cope with wet weather or with 
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the dusty periods of dry weather. Of course 
it is an advantage to board up and to con
crete the underneath portions of the schools. 
That provides some protection for the 
children. I desire particularly to refer to 
the One-Mile Girls and Infants' school at 
Gympie. It was considered advisable about 
two years ago, on the initiative of the in
spector of the department, to make alterations 
to that school. It was held that the light 
was bad, and that the conveniences were 
unsuitable. The building was a very old 
one; and it was suggested that certain 
improvements should be effected. The 
matter was referred to the committee, and 
this body was quite willing to have the 
improvements carried out, and naturally 
thought the work would be done. After a 
lapse of twelve months it was found that 
nothing was being done. I thought the work 
had been attended to. I took the matter up 
again, but was informed by the department 
that the work could not be done because 
funds were not available. I hope the Minis
ter will do something in this direction when 
funds are available, because, if the light 
is bad. and this is affecting the eyesight of 
the children, something should be done to 
rectify matters. 

What surprises me most in connection with 
this vote is the reduction in the appropriation 
for additional endowment to grammar 
schools, and scholarships and allowances to 
the secondary schools. When this vote was 
being considered last year this reduction 
formed the subject-matter 'of serious com
ment, and various hon. members of the then 
Opposition seriously condemned the Govern· 
ment accordingly. The Government of the 
day were forced to make that reduction not
withstanding the outcry which their ~ction 
caused. I understand that the reduction in 
the number of scholarships made by the late 
Government will not cause such a great 
demand on the vote this year, but there will 
be a greater demand on it next year because 
the Government have announced that they 
will increase the number of scholarships. 
Extra money will have to be found for these 
new scholarships. I certainly think that the 
late Government made a mistake in reducing 
the number of scholarships. I expressed 
myself in those terms at the time, and time 
has not caused me to alter my opinion. I 
look upon the matter in this light: Parents 
in the outside C+Jntres are naturally ambitious 
to. give tlw hest education possible to their 
ch!ldren; but people engaged in rural pur
smts have not the money available which 
parents in the city have; and the best they 
can do is to send their children to school 
at a !l'ood deal of inconvenience, and, when 
a child returns home, he must assist his 
parents in working the farm. The objective 
of these parents is to see that their child 
obtains a scholarship so that he can pass 
from the small country school to the larger 
school in the _city. This entails a hardship, 
because a child must leave home and be 
boarded in the citv. Some provision is made 
for those cases under the scholarship system, 
but the allowance is insufficient, and must 
always be amplified. My point is that 
parents aim to improve the educational 
standards of their children; and that objec
tive can b0 arrived at only by the amount 
of the scholarship vote being as liberal as 
possible in order to give those children who 
show promise an opportunity to win scholar
ships. Although the .amount of this vote 

might be considered high, we ought to stretoh 
a point in order to help these children. 

We must also look at the question from 
the point of view of the private schools. 
These schools give considerable help to the 
State in educating our children. They all 
must find a certain expenditure to carry o~. 
It is true that grammar schools get a. cmtam 
amount of endowment; but what helps them 
considerably is the number of children who 
take out their scholarships with them. Natur
ally, when the number of scholarships was 
reduced, these private schools were affected, 
so that the reduction in the number of 
scholarships not only affected the parents and 
the children, but it affected those schools 
which, to some extent, depended upon the 
scholarships. I am pleased that the number 
of scholarships has been extended, but I can
not see how the appropriation for this P':lr
lJOSe will be sufficient. However, the Mm
istm· and his officers have more knowledge 
on the subject than I have; but, if the late 
Government could not maintain the number 
of scholarships on a reduced appropriation, 
i cannot see how the present Government 
with the reduced vote can extend the number 
of scholarships. If they do so, then the 
nmount appropriated for the purpose will be 
insufficient. 

I also wish to refer to those districts where 
it is desired that provisional schools should 
be established. Where a district is pro
gressing-and no one can say for a moment 
that the Gympie district is not progressing
something should be done where people a.re 
prepared to build a school and merely desire 
the department to supply a teacher and the 
furniture. Sometimes a request of that 
nature is granted, and at other times it is 
refused. In one particular instance, at 
Scrubby Creek, I have ma.de representations 
on the matter; but the inspector says that 
the school attendance, which is fifteen or six
teen, does not justify the granting of a 
school. The residents in that district are so 
anxious to o·et a. school that they are willing 
to provide ft, so long as the depar~ment will 
supply a teacher and the furmture. In 
another cace at Brookh:-n, the promise has 
been made that the department will supply 
a teacher and the furniture. The residents 
are providing the school building. Tho 
matter of fm·nishing is a small one. genl'
rally comprising one table, one chair, two 
blackboards, and a small supply of stationery 
a.nd ink. At one school I visited, although 
there were two blackboards. ono was broken 
in two placEs. Certain],· when the matter 
was brought under the notice of the depart
ment it was adjusted; but surely there is an 
inspector who could report on these matters. 
which should not be left for the member of 
Parliament to deal with ! 

Although in the country districts >Ye have 
not the difficulty that metropolitan schools 
ltave, so far rs playground accommodation 
is concerned, neverthele:-:'3 in many count~y 
districts the land is not level, the school m 
so'llo instances being built on the side of a, 
hii!. School committees, with the aiJ of 
working bees, do a great deal in the matter; 
but some of the heavier work has to be done 
bv outside labour. I think the Minister 
should have some fund ft·om which assistance 
can be given to school committees in tha.t 
direction. 

I commend the work of the department in 
holding a, home project day and a hobby 
day. I have had the privilege of sc,;ing the 
calves and pigs which form so striking a 

Mt·. Tozer.] 
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feature of home project clubs, and I can 
commend the educational advantages of such 
clubs, which give to the younger generation 
that practical knowledge which is so essen
tial in all education. The hobby day has its 
advantages. It encourages the children to 
develop a hobby-and what man or woman 
is not better off fo·r the- cultivation of some 
hobby? I approve of the excellent work 
done under both schemes. The teachers 
seem to be very enthusiastic, and take a 
great interest in their work- Anyone who 
takes on a life occupation should be inter
ested in his work. If the teachers are not 
interested in their work, they are not gain!' 
to make a success of their schools. I pre
sume that it is the aim of every teacher to 
get to the top of the tree and to get charge 
of one of the big schools in the city. The 
only way in which to reach the top is to 
take an active interest in their work, and 
when the'' do that it encourages the children 
to be more friendly and take a greater 
interest in their teachers. Recently in my 
electorate district sports association~ have 
been established in connection with the com
bined schools. Each school has its own colours 
and badge, and all the teachers take a great 
interest in the sports teams and in the pupils 
who compete. That is the right spirit, and 
if we encourage that sort of thing we shall 
do some good. I trust the Minister, when 
be is able, will give more financial assistance 
to country education, as by doing so he 
will be assisting in the development of our 
lands and in encouraging these young people 
not to want to get into the cities. If they 
are encouraged to stop on the land and the 
land is made available for them, then the 
State must progress. 

I trust the Minister will give due considera
tion to the different requests that I have 
tnade. They have not been made in a spirit 
of carping criticism but in order to assist 
the children in the country centres. 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [12.32 p.n1.]: 
In the position in "hich Queensland finds 
itself to-day '' e realise that the aspect of 
the educational Estimates which requires 
tnost consideration is that of cost. The 
amount we are asked to vote in connection 
with the Department of Public Instruction 
this year totals £1,344,000, and it is interest
ing to pause for a moment and reflect on 
the fact that the total amount of income tax 
received during the last financial vear 
arr.ounted to £1,674,876. \Ve budgeted for an 
amount of £2,500,000 income tax, but, owing 
to the abnormal conditions ruling in the 
State, the income tax receipts fell a" ,ty bv 
the sum of £881,000. It will, therefore, b-;, 
oeen that the amount of money which Parlia
ment is asked to vote to maintain our ed uca
tional facilities in the State is almost equal 
to the total amount collected by way of 
income tax in Queensland to-da v; therefore 
it is nece8'ary to approach this" rr_atter fro~ 
the point of view as to whether we are able 
as a people who are more or lros impoverir"'hed 
to maintain the expenditure on this verv 
necessary education. I am one of those -who 
believe that, whilst there mav have been 
some justification when times ,\,ere good for 
free education in Queensland to-dav we 
should revise our views in that 'respect.' We 
realise that, despite the parlous condi1oion 
of the State, many people are still able to 
afford something towards the education of 
t~eir chil~ren. When we are passing through 
difficult times such as these, I do not tn ink 
anyone can justify such an enormous expendi-

[ 1l1r. Toze1·. 

ture on free education in our priman- and 
secondary schools, involving free books, free 
equiprrcent, and many other things free, which 
impose a definite tax on the people to-day. 
I suggest that it would be a good thing 
if the Government took stock of the position 
in regard to free education and drew a line 
at the basic wage earner. I would exempt 
the basic wage earner and anyone earning 
less than the basic wage from paying school 
fees. I would feel inclined to exempt also 
parents of large families. This is a matter 
which needs careful consideration by the 
Government, and the school fees and exemp
tions could be calculated on a scale suitable 
to the purpose. 

The next point that arises for consideration 
is scholarships and secondary education 
generally. It is a great pity that the State 
has entered into the field of secondary 
education. It has assumed a tremendous 
burden. The obligation on the State is to 
provide a good primary education, with 
liberal provision for scholarships and bur
saries for brilliant students of sufficient pro
mise to justify the expenditure of money on 
them. It is very obvious, however, that a 
great number of mediocrities are able to 
scramble through a scholarship examination 
on a 50 per cent. pass basis, with the result 
that the State is called upon to bear the 
strain of an increasing cost of education 
for a class of youth who can get no further 
because of the lack of capacity. A system 
which provides that any boy or girl who 
can scramble through with 50 per cent. 
shall be educated by the State in a secondary 
school is wrong; and the State should not 
be called upon to pay money to assist boys 
and girls who can never get beyond that 
point. 'I'here are, of course, numbers of 
them in that category. Parents are inclined 
ta think that because their child passe-~ the 
scholarship e"amination they have an intel
lectual prodigy; and they frequently exert 
themselves and spend a great deal more 
money than they should in trying to assist 
it, with disappointing results in the final 
analysis. I hold the view that the main 
thing is to train a boy or girl up to a 
point where he or she can be said to have 
a reasonably good primary education, and 
thus give the child a chance to tackle the 
problems of life well equipped for the pur
pose. The State system does that to-day, 
but our scholarship system is far too liberal. 
The Moore Government were criticised by 
members of the party opposite because we 
found it necessary to make a substantial 
reduction in the numbers of scholarships. 
Manv leaders of thought and men connected 
with' secondary schools hold the view I ha vc 
expressed. The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition quoted His Gra:cE! Archbishop 
Duhig as being of the opm10n that too 
many scholarships were granted. He also 
cited the opinion of Mr. Stephenson, the 
head master of the B1·isbane Boys' Grammar 
School who has the same view. Dr. David 
Horn, 'speaking at the annual distribution 
of prizes at the Toowoomba Grammar School 
last year, remarked-

" The last few years have been 
marked by indiscriminate distribution of 
scholarships. \Ve have been given far 
too many scholarships by the Education 
Department. A great many of those 
that were allotted were given to boys 
and girls who had no chance of doing 
any good for themselves or. anybo.d~ else. 
It is nry use a boy or girl gammg a 
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scholarship unless he or she is going 
further, and following some profession. 
One of the worst features of the reduc
tion of scholarships is that they are 
going to limit the usefulness of institu
tions like the Toowoomba Grammar 
School. It would he a calamity to limit 
the number of those who could benefit 
by secondary education, by closing the 
doors of the grammar school." 

That is precisely my own view-that the 
50 per cent. basis gives an opportunity to 
a mediocre class of students. They cannot 
go any further, and are only encouraged to 
entertain vain hopes, and their parents like
wise. 

I have the feeling that the cost of 
secondary education is too great, and that, if 
the State vacated the whole field and left it 
to approved secondary schools-denDmina
tional · schools and grammar schools-we 
would really be achieving something useful 
for the taxpayers of this State. Under pre
sent circumstances the job is the thing. 
That is what every boy is lookingJ for; and 
diplomas and certificates and medals will 
not help him to secure that very necessary 
thing. Frequently, in following up the 
scholarship will o' the wisp, he misses the 
opportunity of securing a job. When finally 
he fails to qualify for the junior or senior 
standard and has proceeded a certain way 
along his professional career, he decides to 
look for a job in industry; but an employer 
is not indinE>d then to pay him the wage 
that is pl'ovided by the Industrial Court 
award. He cannot afford to pay him the 
wage prescribed for a youth fifteen, sixteen, 
or seventeen years of age; and, because of 
his inexperience, preference is given to the 
boy fourteen years of age who is just leaving 
school. These boys who have been encour
aged to go in for scholarships have more 
or less lost their opportunities. I feel that 
two things can be considered. First, that. 
where practicable, the high schools should 
be converted into grammar schools. The 
grammar schools are very fine institutions. 
There is a spirit attached to them whereby 
the old boys usually associate together to 
try to assist the old school in which they 
have been educated. They combine to give 
encouragement to the young pupils and to 
secure representation on the controlling 
board. Frequently they put their hands into 
their pockets to subscribe to the cost of 
football jerseys and cricket gear for boys 
who are in poor circumstances, but may be 
brilliant scholars. 

Mr. W. 'I'. KING: That is done in all 
secondary schools. 

Mr. MAHER: No doubt what the hon. 
member for Maree says is correct. I know 
that it is particularly so with the grammar 
schools. Moreover, the grammar school has 
justifted itself. At Ipswich the average cost 
per capita per annum to the State is £15. 
At a conference about four years ago Mr. 
Kellow, the head master of the Rockhampton 
grammar school, stated that the cost per 
capita to the State was £35 for the training 
of students at State high schools, and that 
in the case of grammar schools the cost was 
£27. 'fhe grammar schools are providing 
first-class secondary education at a great deal 
lesser cost than State high schools. 

According to the report of the department 
for the financial year 1930-31, the number 
of scholarship-holders was 4,872. That is the 

latest report available. It is rather interest
ing to note that 1, 781 of this number 
attended grammar schoDls and 2,028 attended 
denominational schools and other approved 
secondary schools, making a total of 3,809. 
The scholarships to these schools cost the 
State £95,160 gross. Only 1,063 scholarship
holders attended the State high schools, and 
the cost was £69,886. If those figures are 
worked out on a proportiDnal basis, it will 
be found that, if the State had been suddenly 
called upon to educate the whole of the 
4,872 scholarship-holders in 1930, it would 
have been mulcted in an expenditure of well 
over £300,000. It will be evident tD the 
Committee that the approved secondary 
schools, the denominational schools, and the 
grammar schools are doing the bulk of the 
work in educating scholarship-holders. The 
State high schools are the least patrDnised; 
yet the cost of educating nearly 4,000 scholar
ship-holders in secondary schools, grammar 
schools, and denominational schools oan be 
done for £95,000, whereas it costs two· 
thirds of that amount-£69,000-to educate 
1,063 scholarship-holders at the State high 
schools. 

Mr. W. 'I'. Knw: \Vhat is the amount per 
heacd? 

Mr. MAHER: I have not worked that out, 
but it can be easily ascertained, I am 
speaking of the gross cost, =d not of the 
actual teaching cost. I am not against the 
principle of scholarships. I believe in a 
liberal system of scholarships, but a limited 
number. I am also of the opinion that the 
standard of the examination should be 
raised. I repeat that it would be a good 
thing if the State were to abandon entirely 
the field of secondary education and leave 
it to the denominational schools, the grammar 
schools, and the approved secondary schools 
to carry on this useful work, and if the 
existing State high schoDls were conYerted 
into grammar schools, where practicable. 

Alternatively, I would suggest that the 
department should concentrate rr.ore on 
taking hold of the 4,000 scholarship-holders 
with a view to ·diverting them into the 
rural and technical schools, where they 
might learn something which would be of 
value and assistance to therrc in ·after life. 
There cannot be much outlook for them as 
tradesmen under the present depressed con
ditions; but we hope that these conditions 
will not be with us always, and that, as 
time passes, there will be more demand for 
skilled labour in industry. If we go on 
encouraging boys and girls to qualify for 
scholarships and educate them along the. 
present lines without equipping them in other 
directions, what outlook have they got unless 
conditions improve? \Ve are simply rearing 
reasonably educated young men without any 
outstanding ability. It is time that we took 
stock of the position, and strove to do 
something along the lines of giving these 
boys a rural and technical education in 
order to give them greater opportunities in 
life. 

Mr. W. T. KING: Do you think that the 
percentage qualifying for a scholarship should 
be raised above 50 per cent? 

Mr. MAHER: I certainly do. 
Mr. W. T. KING: What do you suggest? 
Mr. MAHER : It is not my function to 

make any suggestion : the officers in the 
department are _well qualified in that respect. 
I personally believe that the standard should 

111r. Maher.] 
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be raised to not less than 65 per cent. A 
boy who cannot secure a pass equal to 65 
per cent. should not have the benefit of a 
scholarship. 

Splendid social service work is done by 
th~ depart":lent. The medical and ophthal
nuc work 1s very valuable, particul ar!y to 
t~e. Western people, where the non:-adic con
ditiOns do not place their children in as 
favourable circumstances as those in the 
closely settled areas. 

The opportunity classes also perform a 
very valuable work. I have seen the work 
perforJ?ed by the teachers in the opportunitv 
class m Ipswich, and their work among 
the m~ntally defective and children whose 
eduetthon has b~en retarded through illness 
cannot be too h1ghly commended. 

. The encourag~ment of thrift by the estab
lishment of sa vmgs banks in schools is also 
to be com":lended. Generally spr,ctking, I 
have the h1gh!"st regard for the work per
formed by thiS valuable departrr.ent; and 
my only regret is that lack of prosperib' 
should dictate a restriction of educadona:l 
facilities. It. is a pity that such valuable 
work should m some respects be restricted 
by finance. I congratulate the officers of 
the ~epartme:r;t on the keenness and 
enthusiasm whiCh characterise their work 
The teachers also are an excellent bodv. 
and _are performing a very great and usefui 
serviCe throughout the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[12.53 p.m.]: I am sure that the officers of 
the. depa~tment appreciate the words of 
praise wh10h hon. n:embers have soen fit to 
bestow. UJ?On them.. I also appreciate their 
appreCiatiOn on th1s the first vote I have 
moved. In the twenty-one speeches made 
th!·ougho!lt the debaie not one word was 
sa1d agamst the administration. The hon. 
mem~er for ~gan, tho ex-Secretary for 
Pu~l~c Instruet10n, opened hio remarks by 
praismg the departmental heads, and practi' 
cally every member who followed him ·re
echoed his sentiments. On behalf of the 
heads of th~ departll!-en_t, I thank hon. mem
bers for th1s appreCiatiOn of their work. 

The outst~nding featu_re of the debate has 
be~n the m1sunderstandmg of the aims and 
obJects of secondary education. The hon. 
member for Logan said that, in his opinion 
scholarships were an honour. Hon. members' 
including the hon. rr.embers for West Mar~: 
ton and Toowong, spoke of scholarships being 
granted to the brilliant boys and girls. So 
far as I all!- concerned, and so far as the 
department IS concerned, that is not the idea 
at the back of the system at all. or the basis 
of the seconda~y ~ducational system of this 
St~te. The de~1r!" 1s not to make the brilliant 
ch1l_d more brrlhant, but to give an oppor
tumty . to the a v~rage child to continue the 
educat10n begun m the primary schools. We 
are progress~ng as ": nation, because o:f a 
broad educational pohcy, and not because we 
have 5 per cent. of highly educated peoYJie 
and ~5 per cent. of. drudges. vV e are pro
gress•:r;g as an en;pue because education is 
becommg_ more Widespread and is attaining 
!'-much h1gher level. We are civilised accord
mg to the amount of education we ha~v- 8 , 
and a!ly nati?n th~t negl<:cts the genE>ral 
education of 1ts children IS likely to fall 
back. _It i~ said that rr.any of England's 
great viCtones were won upon the playing 
fields of Eton; but the great position that 
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England holds to-dav is due entirely to the 
fact that she has fostered the education of 
the whole of her people. Australia as a 
nation ranks high amongst the nations of 
the world because her standard of education 
is generally higher tha11 that in many other 
parts of the world. Later on I may refer 
to the aspect of scholarships. 

Referring to some of the matters brought 
forward by hon. members, the hon. member 
for Ipswich made reference to the need for 
an intermediate school at Ipswich. The hon. 
member will be pleased to know that steps 
haYe already been taken to make inquiries 
regarding that matter. As a matter of fact, 
there is an amount of overlapping in connec
tion with secondary education at Ipswich that 
might well l:)e eradicated to the betterment 
of education in that centre and to the better
ment of the centre generally. 

In thE few moments available to me before 
thn luncheon adjournment I may be able_ to 
answer the obj actions· to education parbcu
larly raised by the hon. member for Nanango. 
If I wished to be unkind to the hon. member 
-and I dr not wish to be unkind-I would 
sa·,, that chere are those who will misread 
hi~ remarks as an attempt on his part to 
prove that yGu must be ignorant to be a 
successful farme''. I know, of course, the 
hon. member did not mean that. 

Mr. EDWARDS: And I did not say it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: That construction might 
be placed upon the hon. mem]Ier's remarks. 
Is not a boy or a man all the better in . any 
walk of life for having a higher educatiOn? 
Education is the knowledge of how to do 
things, and a man may be educated in ma!'y 
walks of life to his intellectual and m a terlal 
advancement. The boy who is educated for 
a tradesman later on is a better labourer 
than if he had no education at all along that 
line. The man who has the higher education 
in every walk of life is indeed the better 
man. I will deal later with the hon. mem· 
her's remarks in reference to the Queensland 
Agricultural High School and College. 

The hon. me::nber for Kelvin Grove made 
reference to ~;le teaching of economics in 
schools. In very many parts of the world 
that is alrea.dy recognised as a necessary 
subject. There are certain views on eco
nomics, which mav now be classed as an 
exact science, and those parts which may be 
classed in that wav can well be taught in the 
schools. " 

I think it was the hon. member for Cook 
who pooh-poohed the idea; but it may 
interest the hon. member to know that in 
many of the schools in the Southern States 
economics is being taught. 

Mr. KENNY: I was referring to teaching 
the su]Iject to children of twelve years of age. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: It is being taught to children 
of twelve years of age and to even younger 
children. In our own State schools we are 
teaching civics to children of six, seven, and 
eight years of age, and they will be all the 
better for tha.t teaching in the days to come. 

With reference to the dental inspection 
referred to bv the hon. member for Nor
manby and to the disadvantages that children 
who live away from the railway lines suffer 
from, the hon. member will be pleased to 
learn that the roa.d dental clinic which we 
thought would have to remain off the road 
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through lack of funds will be restored. 
Im·cstig.ation has proved that that wagon 
will run for some considerable period with 
the expenditur~ of a little money; and that 
nioney is to be expended. The wagon will 
be put on the road again for the benefit of 
outback children, and will be maintained for 
.some considerable time. 

·with reference to the position at Cracow, 
tent accommodation has been provided for 
the teacher, and furniture has been 
d~·opatched. The department has been in 
communication with the secretary of the 
progress association there in reference to a 
building. There is a dance floor which is 
not covered, and the progress association 
has asked the department to cover it. The 
department offered to do so, provided the 
progre·s a"'ociation would refund the cost 
later on ; but there seems to be some hitch 
in that matter at the present timP, 

Mr. MAHER: You cannot have much faith 
in the field. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STHUCTION: Why should we put up a 
building at our own expense for a private 
dance hall? We are quite prepared to meet 
the situation. A surveyor is already engaged 
in surveying a site for the erection of our 
own school on our own land when the field 
is proved. If the field makes as much pro
gress in gold production as the department 
is doing in education, then the field is all 
right. 

At 2 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOH P"GBLIC ll,I
STRCCTION: In reply to the remarks of the 
hon. member for N anango in refPrence to 
GatHm College, I wish to say that a proper 
investigation of that college will show that it 
is doing most efficient work. It is an estab
lished fact that at least 80 per cent. of the 
students find their way back to the land. 
If that is so, that is a very fire work indeed, 
and, judging by the reports of the various 
agricultural colleges of the other States, it 
is clear that more practical work is done 
at Gatton College than anywhere else in the 
Commonwealth. 'The charge against the 
college that no sufficient practical work jc 

being done is not sustained; indeed, if we 
were to confine it solely to practical work, 
there would probably be no need to take 
boys there until they were sixteen or seven
teen years of age. It is much better that 
their schooling should be continued from the 
age of fourteen onwards; and I have no 
doubt in my own mind that the college is 
serving a very useful purpose indeed, that 
it is doing very good work in a very good 
way, and that it will continue to do that 
good work if it is allowed to function along 
the present lines. 

The hon. member for Murilla made some 
statements with regard to secondarv educa
tion; and he said that his belief was that 
we had no right to give a secondary educa
tion while there were children not getting 
a primary education. That is a view with 
which I do not agree, and I am sure that 
the hon. member, when Minister for Trans
port, would have ridiculed the idea of not 
giving a second train to certain parts of 
Queensland because there were some parts of 
the State that had no train at all. Simply 
because there are children in certain parts 
of the State who cannot get a primary 

education, that is no reason why children 
in other parts of the State, where <:Very 
facility is afforded, should not get a higher 
and a better education. As a matter of fact, 
this idea that nobody should get more than 
anybody else has a communistic tang about 
it. Probably the hon. member for Murilla 
may be coquetting with false gods. One 
never knows. At any rate, it certainly has 
that tang. 

The hon. member is also rather sceptical 
about the good work being done by the 
correspondence school; and he instanced one 
case of a child who won a scholarship, and 
he said it was not due to the good work done 
by the correspondence school but to the fact 
that the child's mother had been a school 
teacher. It may be interesting to the hon. 
member for Murilla to know that sixty-five 
pupils of the correspondence school will sit 
for the scholarship examination this year. 
It is not possible that all those children have 
mothers who were school teachers. As a 
matter of fact the correspondence school is 
doing remark~bly good work, and this fact 
has been established that, where pupils have 
gone from the correspondence school to a 
secondary school, thev shoot right ahead of 
the other students of the secondary school 
in certain things. The reason for that is 
not very clear; but I understand that the 
Commonwealth Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research has been asked to in
vestigate that aspect of education. The hon. 
member for Mm·illa reminded me of that 
very eminent Irishman who examined a Home 
Rule BW and passed his judgment upon It. 
The hon. member's judgment of the 
correspondence school was not put so clearly 
or so definitely as was the opinion I men
tion, but the Irishman's expression after 
reading the Bill was: "Well, compared with 
something, it is nothing; but, compared with 
nothing, it is something." I think we ean 
say much more of the correspondence school 
than that. It is doing a very fine work. 
There. are over 5,000 pupils enrolled in the 
school, and parents write frequently testify
ing to the very good work this school has 
done and is doing, and indeed many parents 
have enrolled themselves in the school so 
that they may continue with the chil4ren 
the very fine education they are gettmg. 
That speaks well for the work being done· by 
the correspondence school. 

The hon. member for South Brisbane 
spoke of the school for the blind and deaf. 
I shall ce·rtainly see that attention is given 
to tln complaints he made. _\nother mem
ber ctlso had something to say a bout the 
school. Hon. members may be interested to 
know that it is now practically self-mpport
ing. Hon. members will notice that there 
is a bigger vote this year than last year; 
but that is due to the fact that it may be 
necessary to spend a larger amount because. 
owing to the depression continuing, people 
may find themselves in the position of not 
being able to pay for their children at the 
institution. 

Mr. R. M. KING: Last year the vote was 
£5,522; this yea•r it is £4,885. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I::\1-
STRUCTION: I shall be able to explain 
that. Credit is due for the improvement 
that has taken place in this school, and I 
would like to give some of the credit where 
a great deal of it ought really to ·be given. 
I want to give some credit to the school 
committee. A school committee can do a. 

Hon. F. A. Cooper.] 
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tremendous amount of good, and the com
mittee connected with this school has done 
a tremendous amount of good. A school 
committee may be good or bad according to 
whether the chairman is a good or a bad 
chairman. If the chairman is a good chair
man, you can depend qpon it that the work 
of the committee will be very good indeed. 
I understand, Mr. Hanson, that the chair
man of that committee is yourself, and I con
gratulate you on the very fine work that 
your committee is doing for this school. 

The hon. member for 'Windsor referred to 
the Wilson ophthalmic school hostel. I 
appreciate what the hon. member said, and 
I am sure that the officials do too. He and 
other hon. members will be pleased to know 
that steps a·re being taken to enlarge that 
very fine institution. If we can double its 
capacih and double its work we shall be 
doing very well indeed. 

The hon. member for Toowong spoke of 
the difference between the vote for the 
department last year and the amount this 
year. He made the discovery that we are 
voting £44,000 less this year than last year, 
and .consequently ~e said we were probably 
makmg the educatiOnal system suffer to this 
extent. The hon. member for Cook, the hon. 
member for Isis, and the hon. member for 
Gympie also drew attention to the reduction 
in the vote. There arc times when I have 
questioned the need for the amount of print
ing that is supplied to Parliament. We have 
the Treasurer's tables, the Auditor-General's 
report, and the facts and figures supplied to 
us, and these are such that had those hon. 
members examined them they would have 
discovered that the expenditure last year 
was not up to the amount voted. 

Mr. KENNY: You are not going to cut out 
the report of the department this year? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: We are not cutting it out· 
but the hon. member is trying to sidetrack 
me on to that que,tion. The hon. member 
for Cook appears to be worried about the 
report. He has not read the Treasure•r's 
tables yet, or the Auditor-General's report. 

Mr. KENNY: That is untrue. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION: I accept the denial of the 
hon. member; but I mw·t say that, if he 
has perused those reports, then he has not 
profited by what he has read. Had he read 
those reports careful!':, and had he read 
marked, learned, and inwardly digested what 
was prepared there, he would have dis
covered that the Government last year spent 
£27,000 less than the amount voted. 

Mr. KENNY: Quite Tight. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRGCTION: Quite right ! If the hon. 
member knew that it was quite right, what 
was he attempting to do when he told the 
Committee that the difference was £44,000? 

:i\Ir. KEKNY: I did not. 
'I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION: \Yas he attempting to m is
lead them? If he was, it is conduct of which 
no member of this Committee should be 
guilty. 

::\1r. KENNY: That is a lie. I did not men-
tion £44,000 at all. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
::'vlr. MAXWELL: It was I who did. 
The CH.URMAN: Order! The hon. 

member for Cook made use of t)1e wo:rd 
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" lie." I am not going to permit the use 
of that word. I ask him to withdraw. 

::\a:r. KENNY: I have much pleasure in 
withdrawing, but I must protect myself. I 
ask that the hon. gentleman be called upon 
to withdraw the statement he attributed to 
me because I did not attempt to creab that 
imPression. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC DJ
STRUCTION: If the hon. member had 
been paying attention to me, he would have 
noticed that I said " If." I did not accuse 
him of saying that it was so, a:nd "Han
sard" will show just what I drd say. I 
did not accuse him of saying it; but his 
uncorrected " Hansard " proof wili show 
just what he did say. If those hon. member• 
who are so much concerned with the redue
tion in the appropriation thi• yoar will 
examine the Estimates, they will lind mar;y 
things to account for the difference of 
£17 000 between the expenditure last year 
and' the appropriation this year. There is 
a difference of £8,000 in the matter of 
scholarships. If they will examine the 
Estimates carefully, they will find that the 
£17,000 is easily accounted for. 

The hon. member for Toowong criticised 
the teachers' training college The hon. 
member claims to be a track>man, and I 
believe that he is a high-class tradesman 
and one thoroughly versed in his trade; and 
I am absolutely astonished that a tradesman 
of his ability should object to a person 
securing the benefits of an apprcntrceshrp 
to another calling which he undoubtedly 
needs. The training college is the place 
where school teachers serve their apprentice
ship, and where they learn something about 
the job that they are to undertake. Pre
sumably the hon. member believes that any 
person can be grabbed off the street and, 
so long as he has a certain standard of 
education, he can become a successful 
teacher. He might be a successful t~a~her 
after a considerable amount of trammg; 
but I believe that every person should be 
trained for his particular occupation. Of 
course, the hon. member for Toowong kn'?ws. 
that in the olden days, before the e"tablrsh
ment of the training college, the pupil teacher 
was trained by the head master, and a 
considerable amount of his time had to be 
devoted to this training. He had his own 
class to supervise; and, in addition, he had 
to supervise the class that was under the 
instruction of the pupil teacher. That sys
tem was superseded by the system provided 
by the establishment of the training college. 
It is necessary that the teachers should _be 
given a preliminary training at the tram
ing college, and at practising schools. It 
is necessary that they should serve an appren
ticeship, if they are to be efficient. te~ch~rs. 
It is now suggested that the mstitutwn 
should be abandoned. If we were to do that, 
the Queensland department would be the 
only department, not only in the Common
wealth but also throughout the civilised 
world, to do such a thing. The United States 
of America England, France, Germany, 
Switzerland,' and practically all countri~s 
of importance in the world have therr 
training colleges. The system is responsible 
for better teachers; and the time of the, 
head teachers who would otherwise have to 
train them is devoted to another purpose. 

The hon. member for Toowong was also 
of the opinion that in granting scholarships 
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to secondary schools we were catering for 
the " white collar" brigade. 

::\Ir. MAXWELL: I did not say anything 
of the kind. 

The SECRETARY' FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I know that the hon. 
member did not, but I am saying it. To 
'lJ-Se his own expression, he said that we were 
turning them horn the humbler walks of 
life. What has turned these people from 
the humbler walks of life? It is the com
mercial system that operates throughout the 
world to-day. The hon. member for Too
wong, who cannot see beyond his own State, 
does not know that the United States of 
America, the greatest country in agricul
tural production in the world, and the most 
highl:v mechanised countrv in the world 
has been losing its agricultural populatior; 
for the past fifteen years. 

Mr. KENNY: Why? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STRUCTION: Because of the improved 
agricultural machinery, the bett~r means of 
cultivation, and the better means of pro
duction. 

Mr. EDWARDS: No. It is because of the 
greater attractions in the large centres of 
population. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: The percentage of agricul
tural population in the United States of 
Americ, is becoming smaller and smaller 
because there is no call for their occupation 
on the land. Why? If we are to have a 
better rural population, then why in the 
name of fortune can we not make rural life 
" little more attractive? 

Mr. EDWARDS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN

STR:CCTION: Let us make a start. Let 
us grve them a little more remuneration for 
the work they do. Let the hon. member 
for K anango move on next private members' 
day th.tt the rural workers' award be 
restored. He vyill th~n be doing something 
to make rural lrfe a little more attractive. 

Mr. EDWARDS: Shift the taxation burden 
from their shoulders ! -

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
BTRUOTION: It would not be proper for 
me to enter upon a dissertation on the sub
ject of taxation. There will be a time for 
that, and we shall be able to prove to the 
hon. member for Nanango that the taxation 
upon the country worker is very low indeed. 
The hon. J?ember . for T_oo"':ong, being the 
representatrv<; of brg caprtalrstic interests in 
thrs commumty, makes it appear that the 
burden of taxation rests upon the farmer 
and not upon his people. He knows wher~ 
the big burden of taxation rests. It is not 
upon the farmer so far as this State is 
concerned. 
. Mr. lvlAXWELL : You are not talking accord
Ill[;' to your lesson. You are saying some
thmg which I never said. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' IN
STJ;tUCTION: If I am doing so, then I am 
lettmg the hon. member down rather lightly. 

Mr. KENNY: You are imitatin"' Charlie 
Chaplin. " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' IN
STRGqT~O~: There i~ nothing wrong in a 
pe~·son rmrtatmg an artrst, but there is some
thmg' wrong in a person imitating a blunder
ing fool. 

The hon. member for Fitzroy also spoke of 
the training that was being given in the 
don:cstic science classes. Much training is 
being done along those lines, and that method 
of education is being gradually extended. 

I want to thank the hon. member for 
Charters Towers for the compliment he paid 
to the heads of the department. They know 
as I know, and as all hon. members know, 
that the hon. member for Charters Towers, 
by the quiet rr.anner in which he attends to 
the requirements of his electors. receives a 
great deal of attention, which ·his electors 
appreciate. 

I also want to thank the hon. member for 
Cook for his helpful opening remarks. I 
hope I do not misrepresent him, but I 
understood him to say that it was not the 
right thing, particularly on a vote of this 
kind, to attempt to score off other people. 
I think he made reference to this party 
attempting to score off the Nationalists in 
the matter of scholarships. I regret that 
before the hon. merr.ber went verY far he 
attempted to score off the Goverr1ment bv 
saying that the Labour candid-ates, when 
before the electors, promised the restoration 
of all awards, but the Government have not 
yet honoured that promise in so far as the 
school teachers are concerned. What the 
candidates of the Labour 'Party said was 
that every section of the community would 
get an opportunity of approaching the indus
trial court again. The Premier in his polic-y 
speech wad most careful in that regard; and, 
in answer to questions i'n alm<:>st every 
centre, he made the staten:·ent that those 
workers wbo "ere taken from the court 
would be given the opportunity of approach
ing the court again. 

Mr. KENNY: Why don't you give them that 
opportunity? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' IN
STRUCTION: That will all come in good 
time. 

Mr. KENNY: Like the Labour objective. 

The SECRE,TARY FOR PUBLIC' IN
STRUCTION: An amendment of the Indus
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Act would 
have become law by this time had the hon. 
member for Cook not taken up the time of 
the Charrcber with his speeches. There are 
reasons for everything; and probably the 
reason for the delay in amendmg that Act 
is that the hon. member for Cook has spoken 
so often. 

That hon. member also drew attention to 
the fact that the vote for education had 
increased greatly since 1915. That. is per
fectly true. It was n€cessary to mcrease 
that vote because Governments prior to that 
date did not give the attention to educational 
matters that might have been expected of 
them. As the State became prosperous and 
rr.oney plentiful, the Labour Government saw 
that the children got their fair share of 
what was going by increasing the educational 
facilities to a remarkable extent. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Money is now scarce, but 
the vote is still soaring. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' IN
STRUCTION: vv"'hen money is scarce, the 
Government are still keeping up that stan· 
dard of education which it believes to be 
necessary for the welfare of the children. 
We cannot fit ourselves to govern this great 
State unless we produce men and women 

Hon. F. A. Cooper.] 
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,vith educational standards as 
possible to bestow upon them. 
very 'yrong on our part to 
educatiOn. 

high as it i• 
It would be: 

neglect their 

The hon. member for Cook read an extract 
from the "Queensland Teachers' Journal," 
which stated that its editor had no official 
knowledge of the 10 per cent. reduction which 
was to come about had the Nationalist Party 
been returned to power. The people took 
very good care to see that they would have 
no official knowledge of it. Had they not 
been so careful, and had they returned the 
:Nationalist Party to power, they would have 
had a very full knowledge of that 10 per 
cent. reduction. 

The hon. member also referred to the 
ne<essity for e·,tablishing school facilities 
in the :Northern tobacco areas. The depart
n:ent is fully seized with the nece<.sity for 
those arect3 receiving consideration to which 
they are entitled. It is very necessary, first 
and foremost, to make sure that that industry 
is well established-and we hope that all 
the tobacco areas are well establi-hed and 
will become pro;perous settlements. It will 
be found that the department will not be 
behind-hand in providing those facilities to 
which the children are undoubtedly entitled. 

Mr. KENNY: That industry is more stable 
than Cracow. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTION: l'ossibly. The dairying 
industry has given more wealth to Gympie 
than was obtained from the bowels of the 
earth; and it is quite possible that the 
tobacco areas will bring us greater riches 
than Mount Morgan or Gympie. At the 
same> time, we would be fo,oiish to rush 
in and spend thousands of pounds until we 
are satisfied that these areas are right. It 
was asked that the Director of Eduntion 
should make a visit of inspection. I can 
ae·,ure the hon. member concerned that the 
inspectors who do this " Jrk are competent 
and reliable, and that their reports can be 
acted upon. 

The hon. member for Albert sugo-ested 
that we should get people upon the 1and; 
and to get them upon the land we should 
JH'oYide educat10!'al facilitiec where those 
facilities do not exist. The hon. m ern ber 
spoke about offers of share farming that 
would not be taken up because there were 
no school facilities. I ca" quite see that 
many a man might refuse an opportunity 
like that rather than injure his childt·en in 
the matter of education; but I would like 
to point out that we might do even betto. 
than that. We might make available the 
undeveloped land that is in the vicinity of 
c st ablished schools. There is plentv of it; 
and. if we could do something to bring that 
land into production, we would be avoiding 
considerable expense both in transport and 
in education. The suggestion is a good 
one. 

The hon. member for Isis spoke of the 
project clubs; and everything he said can 
be endorsed. A few weeks ago I "\Nas 
speaking to a gentleman in the country 
who said, "I want to tell you something 
about these project clubs. t have been a 
member of a show committee for over forty 
years, and I can assure you that in this 
district at any rate the project clubs that 
have been established in our schools during 
the last three or kur years have done rn_ore 
for agriculture in the district than the agri-
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cultural society has done in forty-five 
years." 

Mr. CLAYTON : Quite true. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~
STRUCTION: The hon. membe1: for Isrs 
backed that up. He sai? that pnor to the 
introduction of the project club the st.ud 
book was practically unknown on the dauy 
farm, notwithstanding that we have bad 
agricultural shows for the last forty-_five 
years. This particular J?hase of edw:atro!', 
teaching the boy what rs .a good tlung m 
his sphere of life, will brmg us a rew!'rd 
of which we have no proper measure JUSt 
now. The project clubs are ·domg very fine 
work indeed. 

I would like to advise the hon. member 
for 'I'oowoomba that the matters lw spoke 
about arc now in the hands of the Depart
ment of Public Works. 

The hon. member for Gympie also ·"poke 
of the repairs necessary for country s_chools_ 
If the 'hon. member looks at the Estim!l~es, 
he will see that we are makmg provisiOn 
for a very fair amount of repair., to country 
schools. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: vVhat about the broken 
blackboard? (Government laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: The hon. mc,m)Jer s0Id that 
it was rather a pity that the mspe_ctor had 
not reported the matter, and that ~t s]:Jould 
be left for the member for the d1stnct tn 
do so. As a matter of fact, there are three 
or four people who might have reported t~e 
matter other than the member for the dis
trict. For example, it could have he_en 
reported by the head master, ~y the In

spector, or by the school committee ; and 
I am rather astonished to thmk that _none 
of these agencies could have got the. mfor
mation to the department, and that It was 
left for the hon. member to do so. 

I would like to say a word or two about 
the speech delivered by the hon. m;m1ber foi' 
vVest Moreton. The hon. member IS_ 0pposed 
to free education, and I am surpnsed that 
at this time we should have people m _our 
midst who are opposed to free educ~twn. 
I am sure that the country will not c>ndorse 
the hon. member's remarks. The Labour 
Party has stood for many years for free 
and compulsory education. . It woul_d be 
difficult indeed to draw the h!'e at pnmary 
education. 'When free educatiOn wa;; asked 
for by people throughout the length and 
breadth of Australia-not by the Labour 
Partv, but years before the Labour Par~y 
rvas ·in existence-secondary educatiOn dtd 
not come into the minds of the people; but, 
havino- made education free so far as the 
prima';,v schools are concerne?.. h!'ve we 
not a ,:io-ht to carry on that fam!Jty m order 
to mak~ education free to those who pass 
the standard set by the Department of 
Public Instruction? 

There may be people enjnying inconws of 
£1,000 or £2.000 per an_num who \ake 
advantage of the scholarship system. V\ ell, 
they are at liberty to do so. If they ]lad 
the high8r ideal that some of us !lO<Sibly 
have., they would pay for the educatiOn of 
their own children and enable some one 
else to enjoy the pri:ilege they_ get; but the 
Department of Pubhc InstructiOn r:1akes no 
comment. It provides t~at educat:on. >:nd 
it provides the scholarship~; and m dmr:g 
so it gives to those children who wm 
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scho.Jarships the education that Is covered by 
them. 

The chief complaint of the hon. member 
for West Moreton was that we were giving 
an indiscriminate number of scholarships. 
He quoted Archbishop Duhig ~s ha,ving said 
there were too many scholarships. I do not 
think he quotf'd liim correctly-I do not 
think he did it deliberately-but I do not 
think the Archbishop inferred tha,t we were 
giving too many scholarships. It is quite 
true that Mr. Stephei1son, the head master of 
the Brisbane Boys' Grarr.mar School, did say 
so. The great majority of the people differ 
from that view. The majority of the people 
think we should give more and more second
a,ry education. Hon. members ask what are 
we to do with our leisure? With better 
production and better government we shall 
have much more leisure; and one of the 
things that will be done will be that our 
children will be continued at school until 
thev are sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen 
yea,'i·s old, and later on until they are twenty 
and twenty-one ye:trs old. There will be no 
need in the years to come for people to rush 
their children into industries. There is no 
need to rush children into industry to-day 
because there is no room for them in indus
try. If 50 per cent. of the scholarships that 
we now give were not given, would it give 
these child1·en jobs one d"'y earlier? Of 
course it would not. Our boys and girls are 
not getting jobs to-day because there are 
no jobs for them; and it is a very fine thing 
that the State is able to give them an educa
tion while they are not able to get C'mpJoy
ment. Education must get broader and 
wider; and why should we give an education 
only to the brilliant child? How many 
brilliant children are there that fail? How 
many members of Parliament have been 
visited by mothers and fathers who say, " My 
boy got 80 per cent. or 90 per cent. at school; 
yet, when he sat for the scholarship, he 
failed." Why? Because he is nervous; he 
i<> a highly strung boy, and consequently he 
fails in his exa,mination. nut the 50 per 
cent. condition allows many a child who is 
scared of the examination to get through 
who otherwise woul.d not get through. He 
is infinitely superior from the educational 
standpoint to the phlegmatic boy who can sit 
down and take what is coming without 
becoming flurried. The 50 per cent. condition 
gives a reasonable opportunitv to the aver
age child to secure the average standard of 
education in the State; and, while we have 
that, we shall not be doing anything wrong. 
I fear what would happe,n to Australia if we 
stood for-to put it bluntly-" buttering the 
fat pig." Surely we do not need to pay atten
tion to the brilliant child. Our job is to pay 
attention to those who are not so brilliant; 
and bring them up to a higher standard. In 
that way I believe we shall do much better 
work than wo ha.-e done in the past. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunningl1am) [2.31 p.m.]; 
I am pleased to know that the Minister is 
so enthusiastic over his job. Evidentlv the 
hon. gentleman believes that everything is 
quite all right. I should like to congratu
late the heads and officers of the department 
for their courtesv and attention at all times. 
They an- always ready to do their utmost. 
and never refuse a reasonable request. It 
has been my experience th .. t, if I could put 
up a good case, I always got attended to. 

I wioh to say a few words on the scholar
ship queetion. I am not quite sure where 
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1 stand. Before the election and eYer sinco 
we have been told bv hon. member;; oppo
site that a. great deal was going to he do_no 
'for the pupils who passed the schola.rship. 
We were told that the ·number who c;ould 
take out scholarships was to bo unlmnted; 
now we have the Minister cuttmg down tho 
vote for scholarships. 

The vote for allowances has been cut down 
by £8,000; yet the Minister t_ells us thero 
are going to be more scholarships taken out 
this year. 

The SF.CRETARY FOR t'UBI"IC 1NS1'Htr.TION: 
Yes. 

Mr. DEACON: Then the Minister must be 
going to allow them less than they c:ot pre
viously. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRUCTIO::S: 
No. 

::Yfr. DEACO~: If tho, vote is £8.000 les& 
aud there are more students--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSrRUUI0N ~ 
\,Ye are not going to ha,ve more students. 

Mr. DEACON: i\'Iore scholarships' 
1'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INS~RUCTJON : 

Yes; we are giving more scholarships. 
Mr DEACO~: The late Government cut 

down. the number of scholarships, whwh c_ost 
them £57,000. The i'vfinister sayd hey gou;!l: 
to have more. scholarships, yet he d.ehbcra tel.• 
cuts down the amount they are gomg to gc · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRliCTIOX 
No. 

Mr. DEACON: Yes-£8,000 le'ls. _\Ve 
have been told in this Chamber ever s1~1ce 
the election that the Government _were go.'n,f 
to do yerv much more for educatwn-a "o · 
derful thing for the children. Yet they 
have cut down the amount of the vote ~y 
£44,000. Who is going t_o suffer? T <> 
schools in 'the country will suffer. Tho 
city children do not need so. much ail Pll

tion. It stands to reason that, If the amount 
is reduced the department must cut .down 
somewhere: They will have more 9h1ld~·en. 
to educate but less mane:·- to ?o It vcrth. 
Every yea.~ there is an increase rn the nuii?-
ber of children to be educated; and thrs 
year thP department -.;·ill have more m the 
country than in prevwus years; yet they 
have to do. it with less mom•y. Somebody 
will go short. The Government are p~·o
viding £44 000 le--s than last year, m spito 
of the fact that we were told at the el".~nons 
of the wonderful thing• they ~ere gung· to 
do 1 That cannot be done Without money. 
I know there will be skimping _somewhe_re; 
and very likely the schools whwh are JUSt 
short of the reauired attendance will bo 
closed. • 

J\,fr. G. C. TAYLOR: They may be in your 
electorate. 

Mr. DEACOK: They will be in overy 
country member's electorate. The. children 
in the countrv need more attentiOn than 
those in the city. They have not the sam_e 
opportunities for education. They are hamb
CaJJped in many ways. They are handlC-1 llPed 
b:v reason of the fact that they have only 
one teacher to forty odd children, and all 
the classes in that school are under that 
teaeher. I admit that it is ver· difficult to
cope with the difficulty and keev up the 
same standaTd as in the city; but som'l· 
thing has to b0 cut oul·, and it sr,ms to Il_l'~ 
quite certain that the fellow up country wilt 

111 r. Deacon.·! 
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suffer, and that the schools which are ju"t 
on the borcler line, with a child le's than 
the required quota of attendance will bu 
closed. The Government will probably clo3e 
such schools a little more quickly than ordi
nary and instruct the children by means of 
the· correspondence school. :'\o doubt that 
school does good work, but it is not as effi
""ient as when there is actually a teacher m 
a 'Chool with the children. It ma:, give 
as good results where parents are able to 
help the children, but generally it cannot. I 
have had cases-and every other hon. m<'rri
ber has had them in the countQ·-wh<'re the 
te:1eher of a school in the bush did not like 
it. and deliberately got the children to g-o 
away, or made it hard for them to stay in 
order that the school would be clo,ed and 
the teacher would get a transfer. That has 
been done. I suggest that, when the depart
ment has a school on the border line, the 
teacher should have the option of continuing 
at a lower salary or of leaving the sen·ice. 
If that school has to be closed, then obviously 
that teacher is not needed; 'et the Govern
ment take that teacher somewhere else. If 
the teacher knew that his job depended on 
kee;Jing the school going--

Mr. \VELLINGTON: Do you want him to 
scab? 

Mr. DEACON: If he le>oks after his 
··-chool, will he be a " scab "? It it abso
lutely wrong for any teacher to endeavour 
to close his school so that he may be trans
ferred from a locality that is not entirely to 
his liking. I am sure that the officials of 
the department kno" that this is done in 
some cases. It is only human nature, and 
it is an easy way out to make it unpleasant 
for the children or for the parents, and so 
have the school closed. Fortunately, such 
·cases are rare, but they do occur sometimes. 

The Minister has promised to give sorne 
cxplm,ation as to wh3· a greater number of 
.scholarships is to be provided for a lesser 
amount of money. I shall await his reply 
before making any further comment on the 
matter. 

Mr. RUSSELL (Hamilton) [2.43 p.m.]: 
We pride ourselves upon having an educa
tional sydtem second to none in the Com
monwealth. Probably no part of the world 
has a mo-re liberal educational system than 
Queensland. Owing to the exigencies of 
federation, we have Been saddled with an 
unproductive department. I have alwa.,ys 
contended that it was very unfair in the fin:al 
settlement of the :constitutional problems 
relating to the Commonwealth that this 
State should be saddled with a department 
like the Department of Public Instruction 
·which demands a tremendous annual expe:n~ 
diturP, and aganist which the receipts are 
a very small item indeed. Naturally, with 
the growth of our democr.,tic ideas, we are 
.all inclined to be more liberal in providing 
an education for the young folk. When vve 
contrast the conditions to-da v with those that 
obtair.L-2-d, say, a quarter of a century ago. 
we must be satisfied that we have done our 
duty by the younger people. Year by yea·r 
the State has assumed greater educational 
responsibilities. 

The late Gove-rnment were subject to a 
good clPal of adverse criticism for the policy 
they adopted last year. Unfortunately 
-owing to the financial situation, we we:~r~ 
·compelled to apply the pruning knife 't;o 
man: Government departments, and in that 
-dri.-e for economy the Department of Public 
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Instruction had to subscribe to the general 
de,ire for economy. Hon. members opposlt<· 
certainly cajoled the electors to,the extent of 
persuading a great number '?£ them that we 
were determined to act detnmentally to the 
interests of the young peopl?· \Vhen we 
consider what has been done m Queensland 
in regard to the whole educational system, 
and wh n we consider the treme11dous expen
ditu~e in rega·rd to scholarships, I do not 
think that any blame can be attached to the 
late Government for endeavourmg. t<; hve 
within their meam, and includmg Withm tJ:e 
,o.ope of their economy measures cuts m 
educational expenditure. 

The present Government have made ce·rtain 
promisPs, but so far the burden of those 
promises has not yet fallen upon ~hem. ':Ne 
ran see that, if they carry out ~hen promises 
in regard to expenditure by th!s department. 
the Estin:ates will have to provide for greater 
expenditure for next year and the follow
ing year. I think we all _agree that 
we should extend every possible educa
tional facility to the younger people to 
enable them to obtain better advantages 
than those who have preceded them; but 
the question arises-How fa_r must the State 
go in giving these , oducatwnal advantages 
to the young people? There .a~·e some who 
advocate that the greatest priVIleges _should 
be extended to the boys and girls until they 
reach the university standard. It I_s con
tended that, by the gradual extensiOn of 
educational facilities, the young pe?ple will 
be able to secure a better education than 
their fathers and mothers, and th~t we shall 
thcrebv inculcate in the young mmds of the 
next generation tJ:e. wherewitha~ ~o. formu
late dehberate opmwns ~pon pol_wies th":t 
may be adopted by political parties. ~t IS 
contended that the extension of educatiOnal 
facilities prevents the growth of com
munistic doctrines, and stop the g~·owth_ of 
societies which might have fm: their obJect 
the tearing down of the fa~nc of somety . 
That is why most of us thmk !"e should 
extend to the Yotmger generatwn every 
educational facility possible; but we r;'-ust 
be governed b:v the depth of our purse. Tl:e 
question is-How f";r can the S_tate go .'!I 
regard to the extensiOn of educatiOnal fac1h
tics? What is the bounden duty _of the 
older g,neration in providing education fo_r 
the younger generat~on J. What are our obh
gations and what babihty can we honestly 
assume: so that we can say to the younger 
g'eneration that we have done our duty 
honestly b:v them? Under the old system a 
boy m·· girl was educated ':'P to the age. of 
fourteen 1 ears, when pnmary education 
ceased. It was considered _then that the 
State had done its duty. With the growth 
of humanitarian principles it has been con
sidered that we should go further tJ:a?. that, 
and afford secondary educational famht1es to 
those boys and girls who :vere successful 111 

passing a certain examinatwn. How. far can 
we 0'0 on with that system? The time has 
arri;ed when we should decide at what pre
cise moment the duty of the State should 
finish in the educ11tion of our young people. 

Hon. members opposite _have a very 
ambitious programme. W:hile I _am pre
pared if the finances permit, to give ~very 
boy ~nd girl with the necessary . aptltu~e 
the benefits of the higher eduoatwn, still 
we must be governed by the power of the 
purse. We must institute a system :whereby 
we can extend to those boys and girls who 
have passed the necessary exami!lation tJ:e 
advantage' of a secondary eduoatwn. It IS 
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just a question of what is a fair percentage 
to adopt for these examinations. While the 
State was prosperous, we extended all these 
facilities. We granted scholarships amount
ing to over 2,000 per year. Can we afford 
to continue on that basis? If we can, then 
I say "Yes," because it is our bounden 
duty to extend educational facilities to those 
boys and girls who are intelligent and will
ing to learn to attain the gre·atest honours 
educationally. 

\Ve should extend to country people even 
greater privileges than we extend to them 
to-day. We must all admit that the boys and 
girls in the backblocks s11ffer great disadvan
tages. No one can object to the extension to 
them of greater educational facilitie;. The 
correspondence system is one of the finest 
features of our educational system; and I 
strm;gly urge that it be extended by every 
poesible means so that every boy and girl 
in. the countr:y can be given the greatest 
PriVIleges possible to enable them to receive 
not only a good primary education, but also 
a secondary education provided he Dr she is 
willing to study. 

Mr. W. T. KING: You were saying a few 
moments ago that you wanted to cut those 
facilities down; now you want to extend 
thorn. 

Mr. RUSSELL: I never said a word on 
the lines suggested. We should give greater 
advantages tD dwellers in the countrv be
cause t~e. ~ay and girl in .the city haV'e all 
the famhtws necessary Within easy roach. 
Take my own Electorat0, Hamilton. We 
have• five very fine primary schools which 
are turning DUt splendid scholars. They 
have only a very short distance to travel 
In passing, let me say that we are gratefui 
to the Department of Public Instruction and 
the Department of Public Works both in the 
present and past Administrations for having 
dDne their utmost for the comfort of scholars. 
Both Administrations have provided a good 
deal of comfort for the boys and girls; and 
the. unemployed engaged on intermittent 
relief work schemes could not be better 
employed than on work which will increase 
the a>>,ets of our State schools and add to 
the comfort of the scholars. I think I can 
speak generally when I say that those advan
tages have been appreciated by every hon. 
member. 

\Yhile .w.e are .all desirous of extending 
every famhty possible, "e must be guided by 
the dept~ of DUr purse. In regard to the 
scholarship system, it is just a question as 
to whether. the system under which we have 
been workmg for some years is not cntirelv 
wrong in its general incidence. Formerly 
when a boy or a gir_l won a scholarship, he 
or she would be entitled to free tuition for 
three Y.cars at an approved secondary school. 
Later, m order to grant those privileges to a 
greater n.umb•~'r of scholars, the term of the 
scholarship was reduced to two years. I have 
a.lways been of the OJ?inion that it was impos
sible for a boy or gul to absorb the educa
tion necessary to fit him or her for a voc.a.
tion by cramming into two vears the educa
tion that was formerly spread over three 
years. I am backed up in that assertion by 
the head master of the Brisbane Boys' Gram
!llar School, who quite recently said tha,t thL· 
Idea of every secondary s.ohool should be to 
insti_l into the mind of. the boy or the girl 
~he Idea that the educatiOn they were re<:eiv
mg would be of material benefit to them in 
after life. Undoubtedly the great schools of 

the ~mpire have had a tremendous Im
pressiOn on the students they have put 
through. As ~1r. Stephenson pointed out, 
:tou do not get the hall-mark of the s•·hool in 
two years, and, in order tha,t these secondary 
schools may fulfil the duties for which they, 
were established, it is neceesary that the 
scholars should ·be allowed tD take their 
scholarships out for a period of three years 
so that they may get a thorough grounding 
in tbe subjects they study which will fit them 
for their future Yocations. This sentiment 
has been expressed, not only by Mr. Stephen
son, who is the head master Df the Brisbane 
Boys' Grammar School, but also by many 
other notable authorities. I would urge upon 
the Government that, in granting these 
scholarships, the boys and girls who have 
the aptitude shDuld be allowed to haYe their 
scholuships extended to three ye,am. The 
}Joys and girls who do not show the same 
merit or the same aptitude for a secondary 
education might be allowed to take out 
shorter scholarships; but what we want to 
do is to make special provisinn for the 
elite of these scholars who are b:l nature 
endowed with such qualities that they are 
the people to whom we must look to 
occupy positions in the higher professions. 
'Undoubtedly under our system of educa
tion \'re are turning out a great nun1ber 
<Jf boys and girls who might be d<>ignated 
the " white collar" brigade-boys and 
girls who are educatC'd simply to occupy 
clerical positions. But, with the tremendous 
change which has taken place in every State 
of the Commonwealth, it is necessary that 
those boys and girls should be educated for 
different voca,tions than hitherto. It has been 
stated by the Director Df Education, ,Mr. 
McKenna, by Mr. Thomas Henderson, 
the head teacher of AIS{)ot State School, 
and by Mr. Blunt. a former president 
o£ the Queensland Teachers' Union, tha~ 
a radical change in our system of 
education is imperative, and that, m 
view o:ll the fact that the welfare of 
our State must be dependent upon the 
greatest development of the primary indus· 
tries, a great number of the student, must 
have their activities directed tm; ards sub
jects that will be applicable to the full 
development of the primary industries; whilst 
at the same time the education of boys and 
girls for occupations in the cities as artisans, 
clerks, or in the profes>ions must not be 
neglected. As a writer in the Sydney 
" Bulletin " pointed nut 00me we~ks ago, 
it v ould be far better to breed and educate 
a number of satisfied artisans or farmers 
than a gr.eat number of diosatisfied masters 
of art or professors. That puts the matter 
in a nutshell. The current sentiment among 
those who have studied the question is that 
vve must radically alter our present system 
oi education. There is nothing i,;noble 
in a boy following the scienc~ of agricul
ture or kindred subjects, and, inr·tead of 
deprecating the education of boys in those 
sciences, we should rather encourage it to 
the fullest extent, and make it clear to the 
public that the pursuit of agriculture and 
kindred callings is quite as noble and useful 
as being a. doctor, architect, or member of 
any other profession. There is nothing 
ignoble in a boy or girl being put to a useful 
occupation in industry; and the sooner we 
recognise that fact the better, and the sooner 
vve shall get away from the snDbbery that 
now exists in connection with a certain clas;; 
of men and women in the higher professions. 

Mr. Russell.] 
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'There is nothing ignoble in work, and the 
sooner the public recognise that the better. 

In the present l\finister we have a man 
who is rt·ally sympathetic with the depart
ment. I am very pleased to see him there 
bec·ause of the whole merr_bers of the Minis: 
tr:v he is probably the best man for the 
job. Although I am opposed to some part 
-of his policy, I must Fay that he has endea
voured to carry out the best traditions of 
the department. 

The Minister was very unwise at the 
teach~rs' conference to approve of preference 
to um'?nists. I am sorry he did that. \V e 
recogmse, of course, that it is one of the 
cardinal principles of the Labour Party that 
there must be preference to unionists. Pre
ference was a principle that the unionists 
fought against many_ years ago; but, after 
bemg converted to thiS idea, they have incor
por':'ted it as a plank in their platform. 
While there may be some arguments in its 
favour-! do not adnjt that there are---I 
think there are more arguments against the 
so-called principle. It is generally alleged 
that the grantmg of preference to unionists 
wi.ll bring a!:>out peace in industry. That 
might. b.e so If we had a system of collective 
b~rgammg between :mployers and employees. 
\\ e ar~ told that, If the employers had to 
deal With a body of me': _in the unions, they · 
would get better conditions and peace in 
~ndustry. There might be some argument 
!n favour of that, but I do not think there 
Is. What has happened in the past? Despite 
the fact that preference to unionists has been 
granted under various awards, under Labour 
rule there has been no peace in industry · 
but. there has been peace in industry whil~ 
anti-Labour forces were in charge. · 

~t is a wrong thing to extend this so-called 
prmciple to P';'blic servants. With public 
·servants there Is one err_ployer-the Govern
ment-whereas in private industry you have 
'!rundreds or t~·ousa.nds of employers engaged 
m the Bame mdustry, so the conditions are 
not a.na~ogous. The ~:mly test that should 
be ~ppheq to a l_)ubhc servant is that of 
-efficw.ncy. nre.spective of his political opinion 
and Irrespective of anything else ; and it 
amounts to an act of coercion to say to public 
servant:'\ that "You must join a union " 
<.rhe Minister has hinted to the teachez=s 
" If J:OU do not join the teachers' union: 
you will get the sack." That is the inference 
I draw from the hon. gentleman's remarks 
at the tea,hers' conference. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION< · 
You are wrong. · 

~Ir. RUSSELL: On 3rd August last the 
'!'on. gentleman. said, " We give preference 
m our commum\y to those wh? are willing 
to ?bey the law m the. comrr:umty, and your 
claim for preference Is a very good clai:ru 
indeed." What does that mf·an except
" If you do not join a. union you will get 
·the sack"? A)l this talk abo~t obeying the 
law IS pure piffle. Every man is expected 
to obe:' the law, whether he joins a union 
·Or not. The law. ap_Plies to the rich and the 
poor, to the umomst and the non-unionist. 
a_nd the Mi_nister exceeded his duty in pra.c'
tica_ll:c tellmg . the t.ea.chers that, if they 
desired to retam their positions thev must 
JO:n. the teachers'. union. I wo~ld ask the 
Mmister. to exp~am his remarks. We think 
that, while he dtd not say so, it was a dire"Ct 
threa~ !o these me:r and women that, unless 
they JOmed the umon-which must subscribe 
to the funds of the Labour Party-they wouJ.d 

[Mr. Russell. 

lose their positions. I say that, while it 
ma.y have some a.rgun:ents in its favour in 
regard to industry, it is a wrong thing to 
apply any coercion to public servants, who 
should be allowed to do as they like in this 
matter. We want men who are not dictated 
to by political parties, and who will deal out 
evenhanded justice to every section of the 
community. The hon. gentleman also said-

" Individualism leads to rivalry, which 
leads to competition; and competition 
leads to conflict." 

The very essence in this department is corn· 
petition. It is the thing '' hich decides 
whether its officers are to get ahead of 
others-whether they show ability and 
aptitude for their jobs. The very essence 
in the snvice is competition between teacher 
and teacher, and I think the best men 
should be selected for the highest jobs. That 
shows that the ::Yiinister was talking absolute 
piffle. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[3. 7 p.m.]: A very Daniel come to judg
ment! I admit that in the remarks to which 
the hon. member referred I made some 
remarks regarding individualism and about 
individualism a.s against co-operation; and I 
believe that co-operation even in the butter 
industry has led to a. better position in that 
part of the community. I did draw a. 
parallel between individualism and co-opera
tion. I also said that in a community that 
men got pref .. rence who obeyed the law. 
It is a long while ago, but I think I remem
ber what I said. I did not say tha.t we 
ejected from the community men who did 
nut obey the law. 

Mr. MAHER: Do you approve of unions 
closing their books to prevent men from 
getting a. job? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: 'I'he hon. member has closed 
more than one book in his time, a.s I can 
prove. 

Mr. MAHER: What kind of book? 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC IN
STRUCTION: A rabbit book, in the matter 
of the supply of rabbits. 

Mr. MAHER: I rise to a point of order, 
Mr. Hanson. What is the insinuation con
tained in the statement by the Minister 

The CHAIRMAN : The Secretary for 
Public Instruction. 

Mr. MAHER: I rise to a joint of order. 
The Minister made the statement that I had 
closed more than one book. Just what does 
he mean. Is he reflecting on me? 

The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of 
order? 

Mr. MAHER: The point of order is that; I 
take it that that is a reflection on me. 

Th" SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I will say that the hon. 
member never closed a. book, if that will 
suit. It is necessary to open a book before 
it can be closed. 

Mr. MAHER: What sort of nonsense IS 
that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I~
STRUCTION: I believe that in the remarks 
quoted by the hon. member for Hamilt_on 
I did refer to members of the commumty 
who obeyed the la.w, and said that they had 
certain privileges, and that members of the 
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<eornmunitv who did not obev the law had 
"Certain privileges taken from "them, and that 
was c::msidered to be a just thing; but the 
;;tatement that I said or insinuated that 
any teacher who would not join the union 
wquld be put out of the service is entirely 
wrong. 

Mr. RUSSELL: The paper reported it. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN· 
S'I'RC'CTION: I do not know what the 
paper puts in. What paper is it? 

::Yir. RussELL: The " Courier" of 4th 
August. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTION: The hon. member knows that 
a newspaper report cannot give a full 
report, and that it may print a remark in 
a speech immediately after another remark 
made ten minutes previously, and give a 
wrong impression even to the reporter who 
reported the speech. 

Mr. CLAYTON: You do not believe in pre
ference to unionists in the public service? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: I have made many announce
ments on the subject. The hon. member 
will find many records in " Hansard " of 
what I have said on the matter. The 
inference to be drawn from the remarks of 
some hon. memb-?rs op::JOsite is that, although 
;;chool& are closed, no new schools are over 
opened. Of course, when a new school is 
opened, an additional teacher is required, 
nnd it is possible that a teacher may be 
transft>rred to that school from the closed 
BCh{lol, 

It wa" news to me that there are teachers 
who have worked for the closing of schools 
in order that they might get transfers-that 
by the illtreatment of children-{Opposition 
-dissent)-that statement was made by the 
hon. member for Cunningharn-that by ill
treatment and irritating tactics they forced 
-children a way until the attend.ance was 
lower than the necessary number and the 
school •was closed. 

:!\fr. DEACON: There have been such cases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: If any such cases are brought 
under my notice and the facts FLre proved, 
that teacher will not get an opportunity for 
a transfer, except a transfer right out of 
the service. I expect the teachers at theqc 
-small schools to use every effort to keep up 
the attendance. The matter mentioned by 
the hon. member for Cunningham ·preqents a 
new aspect of the matter upon which I shall 
keep a very sharp eye. When a proposal 
-comes before me to close a school, I shall 
malw inquiries from the parents as to what 
effort the teacher has made to keep the school 
open, and, if he has not made what I con
sider to be a proper effort, he will leave 
the s<>rvice, and will not be given another 
opportunity to deprive children of an educa
tion. 

I hope now to be able to satisfy the hon. 
member for Cunningham upon the question 
of schola.rships. He will remember that the 
system was changed on 1st J anuarv, 1930, 
from a scholarship of two and a-half years 
to a scholarship of two years. In that year 
2,490 scholarships were granted, Those 
s·cholarships expired at the end of 1931, after 
having run the two years. There were~ 1,540 
extension scholarships granted in that year. 
At the beginning of 1931 the restricted 

scholarship scheme came into being. The 
:iYioore Government, on 1st January, 1931, 
granted 1,003 scholarships. They. will expire 
at the end of this year after havmg run the 
two years, and it is anticipated, on the law 
of' averages, that there will he 350 extension 
scholarships granted out of the 1,003 scholar
ships. It will be seen that there will be 
practically 1,200 scholarships less to be finan
ced this financial year. That is a tremen
dous drop in the number, and accounts for 
the difference in the amount of money 
required. The hon. member will see that, 
instead of having to provide for 1,540 exten
sion scholarships, we shall probably have to 
provide for only 350. 

Mr. DEACON: Have vou not forgotten that 
some others may take· them up? 

The SECRETARY FOR I'UBLIC IX
STRUC'I'ION: We are making provision for 
the children who arc taking up the exten
sion scholamhips. 

Mr. DEACON: There might be back pupils 
who will come next year. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: We are making provision for 
the ba.ck pupils. A hig numbe_r will have 
finished their extension scholarships-not the 
two-year scholarships, but a total of fou~ 
years. They will be finished at the end of 
this year, consPquently, there is no nee-d to 
provide for them; they go out. 

Mr. DEACON: You are removing the 
barrier. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Il'\
STRUCTION, That does not apply to the 
past scholarships. That will apply to the 
new scholarships to be granted. 

Mr. DEACON: Does it not also apply to 
some of the first 1, 000? . 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: vVe are making provision for 
the 350 that are anticipated, whereas the 
Moore Government had to provide for 1,540 
extension scholarships, being the number who 
secured scholarships under the scheme pro
vided by the previous Labour Government. 
Two years ago the 11oore G'?vernment 
restricted the number to 1,000, whiCh means 
that we shall have to provide for only 350 
extension schola.rships. The cost of an exten
sion scholarship is £13 for a boy and £11 
for a girl, or an average of £12 for the_ first 
two years. The cost of a scholarship IS 

£10 for a boY and £8 for a girl, or an aver
age of £9. The cost will be less per scholar
ship than the cost of the extension scholar
ships that are expiring. The latter have had 
their four years-the two years for the first 
scholarship and the two years for the exten
sion scholarship. I have already stated that 
1,540 are running out. 

Mr. DEACO;;r : You are not accounting for 
them all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX
STRUCTION: I am. There will be 1,540 
that will expire and there will be 350 new 
extension schol~rships, or a. difference ot 
approximately 1,200, for which we shall not 
have to provide. They have served then 
four years, and they have got all that . the 
State promised them. ·we have not promised 
to provide for 1,540, but, we shall ha ye to 
provide for 350 new extensiOn scholarships. 

Mr. R. M. KING: There will be a lim~ted 
number of extensions because of the limited 

Hon. F . .A. Cooper.] 
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number of scholarships granted. You ca.nnot 
extend something that never existed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION: Quite so; consequently a tre
mendous amount will be saved during this 
financial year, and to some extent during the 
next financial year too, beeause from 1st 
January, 1932, the scholarships granted by 
the Moore Government numbered only 1,112. 
We shall. probably have to provide more 
money next year, and a greater amount again 
during the third year; but we believe that 
it can be provided, otherwise we would not 
have entered into the scholar,hip agreement 
promulgated this year. I am satisfied that 
the hon. member will now see that the savmg 
in this vote is not being effected b.v cutting 
down the number of scholarships. As I have 
pointed out, less provision is neceS0'ary for 
extension scholarships. That being so, there 
is no need for an additional vote. 

I must confess that I am not in a position 
to judge the merits of the two-years' course. 
I must leave that to people who have given 
some study to the subject. I have been a 
trustee of the Ipswich Boys' Grammar School 
for some years, and the headmaster there 
believes that by cutting down certain sub
jects which, in his opinion, are not necessary, 
we could very well get through on a two
years' course. The junior standard in Queens
land is higher than the corresponding stan
dard for the universities of Sydney and 
Melbourne. That is necessary because a 
young university wants to establish itself 
a3 a high-class scholastic institution.· Still, 
we get there. The Commonwealth Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research has inves
tigated the arithmetic of the primary schools 
in the various States of the Commonwealth. 
Its decision, which was given quite recently, 
11 as that the arithmetic in the State schools 
of Queensland was on a much higher level 
than the arithmetic in similar schools in other 
States. I am given to understand that the 
same applies' to English as taught in our 
prin:ary schools. That is, onr English stan
dard in the primary schools is higher than 
the standard in the primary ;cchools of the 
other States; therefore, our children have 
a much better opportunity of completing the 
.iunior standard in the two·years' course than 
the children in other States. There may not 
be the requisite time to get what is called 
the right atrrosphere of the Brisbane Gram
mar School, but there is a difference of 
opinion as to what is the right atmosphere_ 
I make bold to say that there is a very 
fine standing amongst the boys in secondary 
schools in this St11te, and a very fine 
standard equal to that which exists in con
nection with the Brisbane Boys' Grarr.mar 
School. I kno" that the headmaster of the 
Brisbane Bovs' Grammar School Mr 
Stephenson, holds that the adoption 'of th.;, 
two years' junior course is wrong. He may
be right, or he may be a voice crying in the 
wilderness; but men with his experience must 
be listened to with respect. At the same 
time, educational methods. in common 
with other rr_atters, are advancing; and 
eduvational experts to-day might consider· 
certain ~hings unnecessary which Mr. Stephen
son beheves to be necessarv. It is possible 
that before long there will be a revioion_ 
of our educational standards in certain direc
tions. If in moving forward educationally 
we leave some people behind, then it is to. 
be regretted. 

Item (Chief Office) agreed to. 

fHon. F. A. Cooper. 

INSPECTION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer} 
[3.22 p.m.]: I move-

" That £15,559 be granted for ' Inspec-
tion.'" 

This vote provides for .the sala1:ies and travel
ling expenses of the mspec.torral staff. The 
amount required is approximately £700 less 
than the appropriation for 1931-32. 'fhe 
reduction has been effected by a reorgamsa
tion of travelling arrangemen~s :vith a ~ie:v 
to keeping travelling costs withm the limit 
of the funds available. 'l'he vote now stands 
at the minimum consistent with the safety 
and effective maintenance of this most im]:>or
tant service. Of the £4.000 for. tra v~llmg 
expenses approximately £1,100 IS p~nd to 
the Railway Department. ;Regular mspec
tions of all schools are earned out not less 
than once biennially, and in most . cases 
annuallv which is essential for the mamten
ance of 'discipline and effici~ncy throughout 
the large service scattered .m many remot.e 
portions of the State. It IS also the basrs 
of all promotion. 

The following rcsolutior; was carried at 
the recent conference of Drrectors of Educa
tion of all the States and I quote It because 
it is of interest in r~~pect of this matter-

" It was generally consi.dered that 
slackne3s and inefficiency 111 teachmg 
would result from any diminution .in the 
work of inspection. The annual 111spec
tion of schools and the regular assess
ment of each teacher's efficiency are 
reo-arded as of vital importance. It is 
co~sidered advisable, therefore, to 
exhaust other methods of affecting e.co
nomie•· in expenditure before ~educmg 
the number of inspectors or makmg such 
additions to their duties as would prevent 
them from effectively carrying out their 
"\York." 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [3.23 p.m.]: I 
rise not so much to discuss this vote as to 
express my deepest symp.ath:J: wit!; the ·?luef 
Inspector, Mr. Edwards, 111 hrs serious r!,ness. 
He is a rr.ost capable and painstaking officer. 
He was stricken down a few weeks ago, <1nd 
I regret to say that he has not recovered 
from his illness as speedily as was expected 
and hoped. However, it is pleasing to note 
that he is making some progress towards 
recovcrv and I am sure it is the wrsh .of 
eYery h~n. member that he will be opeedrly 
restored to good health. 

I notice that the amount appropriated is 
practically the same as was spent last year. 
It is satisfactory to hear the Minister's assur
ance that the inspcctio!' of schools. ;vill not 
be impaired. I appreciate the positiOn that 
the Minister finds himself in so far as the 
finances are concerned; and, although there 
is some small saving, I am pleased to have 
the hon. gentleman's assuranc!" that the work 
of inspection which is so VItally necesoary 
to maintain the higher standard, will not b0 
impaired. 

Item (Inspection) agreed to. 

i\IEDICAL AXD DEXTAL INSPECTION. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I-:\
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer} 
[3.25 p.m.] : I moYe-

" That £15,441 be gi:ant,e~ for 
' Medical and Dental InspectiOn. 



Supply. [27 OcToBER.] Supply. 1191 

:i\Iav I at the outset thank the hon. member 
for 'Logan for his references to Mr. Ed>vards. 
who. I am sure, we all hope will soon be 
restored to health. 

This vote shows a total reduction of £2.696, 
of which a reduction in salaries accounts 
for £2,197, and in " Contingencies " for £499. 
These reductions have been effected after the 
fullest consideration by the Government. 
which, on the recommendation of, and iri 
association with, the Public Service Corn
mis.:;ioner, has now in hand the reorganisa
tion of these services generally. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [3.26 p.m.]: 
This is a phase of the department's activities 
which has been of excellent sen·ice, and I 
regret that the Government have seen fit 
to dispeue with the seniccs of two of the 
medical officers-Doctors Bean and Orchard. 
It has been stated during the debate on these 
Estimate,; that the health of the scholar is 
of paramount importance. I subscribe to that 
view. When it is considered that the Go
vernment have seen fit to go to a greater 
-expense in increasing the number of scholar
ships, I can only come to the conclusion that 
they are neglecting the most important fea
ture of the child's life-namely, his health
because they are impairing the efficiencv of 
the department in not carrying out a very 
great social service for the benefit of the 
you:1g life of the community. In their 
anXlety to economise, the Goyernment might 
save money in a direction which is not so 
justifiable as the provision of funds to main
tain the health of the children. 

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude Valley) [3.29 
p.ni.]: I a'!' sorry that financial exigencies 
have necessitated a reduction in this vote 
because those who have been associated with 
the department know what valuable work 
ha" been carried out in this phase of the 
departmental activity. When I was Minister, 
we had a large number of letters complaining 
of the unfortunate position of many children 
in the western districts of Queensland who 
were suffering from blight. Dr. St. Vincent 
'V elch was sent to inspect, and his report was 
the result of a great deal of time spent in 
the affected districts. The plight of the un
fortunate children who were suffering from 
blight brought tears to the eyes of the 
sh·ongut man: Physically perfect ?hildren 
With e,·es gapmg up to he.aven, as It We're, 
were a sad oight to behold. I acted on the 
recommendation of Dr. St. Vincent Welch 
and had copies of his report prepared. A~ 
a result the ophthalmic hostel was estab
lished at Windsor for the treatment of blight 
and other eye diseases. When the matter was 
·,ubmitted to C.abinet the Labour Govern
ment immediatey app~·oved of the establish
ment of that hostel. That hostel is doing 
a very great service. As a matter of fact, on 
account of the number of boys and girls who 
go in and out of the institution, the expenses 
in connection with the blind deaf, and dumb 
institution have been considerably lessened. 
The hostel has carried out a splendid work. 
I am very sorry indeed to know that some 
of the dental inspection work has been cut 
out .. I suppose that, with the depression 
existmg at the present time, it is difficult to 
carry on the work. 

. The travelling dental clinic was appre· 
·elated greatly by the children in the rail 
centrfq in the West. We also had a motor 
car fitted up as a dental clinic, and we 
utilised the correspondence school and 4QG 
to let the children in the outposts of civili-

sation kno.w where the dental motor would 
be at certain times, so that they could come 
along and be treated. The adults pai·d a 
small fee, and that reduced the expenses of 
the clinic. During the time that I was 
Minister there was no depa•rtment in the 
whole ramifications of the Government that 
gave more assistance to the people outback 
than the Department of Public Instruction. 
I can only speak in the highest terms of 
Mr. McKenna, the Under Secretary, and 
also the Chief In•.pector, Mr. Edwards, and 
all other offic,,rs in the depai·tment. I never 
wish to be associated with a finer set of 
office·rs. The late Mr. Wearne vas men
tioned by the hon. member for Toowong. 
In Mr. Wearne we had a verv highly quali
fied officer. I cannot speak ·too highly of 
other officers connected with the technical 
colleges. I could not allow this vote to pass 
without making a few comments, and I am 
very sorry that we cannot keep the vote up 
to the amount appropriated in former years. 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubigny) [3.34 p.m.]: We 
all remember the drastic criticisms levelled 
at the Government last year by hon. mem· 
bers '·itting opposite at the reduction in this 
vote. I am not criticising the reduction, 
because I realise the impossibility of keep
ing up social services at the level that 
existed when things were prosp_rous and 
there was plenty of money availabl~. But 
we know that hon. members opposite, for 
party political purposes, went throughout 
the length and breadth of the country a'.'d 
criticised the Government of the time up hill 
and down dale for doing exactly what the 
Labour Government are doing to-day. That 
is the hypocrisy of the whole thing. If we 
had cut down the vote for medical and 
dental assistance in the way this vote has 
been cut down, I can imagine how we would 
have been howled at by hon. members on 
the other side. We would have been told: 
" Why should not the wealthy people in this 
State be taxed in order to get sufficient 
money to allow these poor children to be 
attended to? " 'Ve have been t.old that 
time after time in this Chamber; but, when 
hon. members opposite come in as a Go· 
vernment, they realise the difficulties of 
the financial position, and they have to 
curtail thei•r expenses and do exactly what 
we had to do. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: The electors made you 
pretty sick. 

~r. ::'IIOORE : The electors were just as 
ignorant as, or probably more ignoran~, 
than hon. members opposite who sat on this 
side last year. \Ve all recognise that wh~n 
a Government gets in it has to accept Its 
responsibilities and keep its expenditure 
within its revenue. We all recognisE\ that. 

Mr. GLEDSON: You did not recognise that 
in 1929 when you promised £2,000,000 and 
10,000 jobs. 

Mr. MOORE : The hon. member has only 
room for one idea in his head. It has been 
there for three years, and now he has his 
own promise to provide £2,500,000 to redeem. 
It is all very fine to say at the beginning of 
a session that we are going to do this and we 
have carried out that. The hon. member 
has three years in which to carry out all the 
promises of his party. Very likely at the 
end of three years we shall find that the 
absurd promises made by the hon. member 
for Ipswich and very many other hon. mem
bers opposite cannot be redeemed. We are 

Mr. llioore.] 
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facing a position that is extraordinarilv diffi
cult. Many memqers on the other side do 
not seem to realise it. Anvbody who has 
studied the financial position' and. the move
men~ of. prices and the amount of money 
commg mto the country, understands that 
Governments are compelled, by force of cir
cumstances, ~o reduce expenditure exactly 
as !Mr .. Scullm was forced to do, and the 
on_lo: ~hmg to which I am objecting is the 
cri~Imsm levelled at the late Government for 
domg what the present Government find 
themselves compelled t~ do. In fact, the pre
sent G'?vernm"!nt find It necessary to curtail 
expenditure still further. It is time that the 
p_eople outside were told the truth bv both 
sides. of the Chamber-that there is not 
sufficient m~:meo: in this country to enable 
them to mamtam the conditions which were 
possible three or four years ago. 

Mr. GLEDSO~ : Is that an argument in 
fa Your of low wages? 

Mr. MOORE : f do not know whether the 
hon. member agrees. with the reduction. 1 
d_o n?t, b!'-t I recogmse that there is a neces
Sity m this case, and that, just as Mr. Lyons 
said to a deputation the other dav "I ca.n 
pay out only what you people are· prepared 
to pay in," the peop~e. of the country have 
to pay for a)! thee-3 _prrvi!e::;es of social service 
and educatwn. For a long time we were 
able to borrow from people on the other side 
of the world just wh":t. we required, and we 
brought about a condition of affairs that we 
could not afford to continue any longer ; 
and now we ~ave to find the money out of 
our own ea,rnmgs or pay it out of our own 
pockets. Everybody must recognise that ; 
and ~hd people ought to be told plainly and 
defim~ely that they cannot have many things 
t? winch they were accustomed in prosperous 
times. I do not suppose for one instance 
that the Secret.ary for. Public Instruction 
w~mld reduce thic· V?te If he could avoid it_ 
V~ e found ourselves m ex":"tly the same posi
tion; and we had to curtail expenditure just 
as the Government find it necessary to'-C!ay _ 
I~ v. as all very well for hon. members oppo
site, when it;, Opposition .to say, "We woul·cl 
not do that, and. talk about the things they 
would d?; but, If moncv is not available 
those thmg-s cannot b~ done, and we hav.; 
to make . the best of It. We must give a.s 
mu?h assistance to the people most in need 
of It as we can. 

)\l;·. O'KEEFE: You gaYe the Dcputv Com
miSSioner of Taxes an increase of £100. a vea 
the day before the election. · r 

Mr. MOOR~ :. I wi_l! n?t go into that. The 
hon. member s mtel'Jecbons are not honest 
We ha.ve had experience of telegrams sent 
?Y the- hon. 1!'-ember so that they would get; 
m before ordm_ary people would know what 
they ~ere g-ettmg. I am talking about the 
nec~ssity for not misleading the people b:v 
tolhng them that they can continue to hav~ 
wh~t they. had before, and then going back 
on It. It Is on!:; fair that the people should 
be told that they cannot afford these things 
and_ ~ha.t, while Australia is in her present 
positiOn, we must curtail expenditure on 
mar:y social activities until the people can 
agam afford to pay for them. There is no 
doubt t.hat to-day we are paying many peopla 
on an absurd scale, and that we are not 
getti'?-g value, and therefore. we have to 
?urtai] expenditure in direct'ions· in which 
It would do infinitely more good. 

[Mr. Moore. 

At 3.40 p.m .. 
Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns), one of the panel of 

Temporary Ghairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

Mr. MOORE: I suppose that this expendi
ture returns greater value to the country 
than anything else. The health of the 
children is an important factor in that it 
enaqles them to assimilate the instruction 
given to them. If they are sick, they are 
kept ba-ck. It would be infinitely better to 
reduce the cost of education in other ways 
and provide the same facilities for medical 
and dental inspection and assistance. 

Mr. \V. T. KING: Can yon suggest an item 
where that can be done? 

Mr. MOORE: I could suggest half a 
dozen quite easily. This appears to be one 
of the most important from the point of view 
of the child. His health enables him to 
take advantage of the education provided 
for him. It is infinitely more important 
than the granting of extra scholarship~. If 
the children are sick, a great deal of our 
money will be wasted-and, after all, ns the 
vote is small, a great deal of curtailment 
would not have to be made elsewhere to 
maintain this vote at its previous level. I 
recognise that the financial position is most 
difficult and that expenditur~ has to be cut 
in every pos,.ible direction. \\T e do not want 
to get into the po--ition in which Mr. Scullin 
found himself-that, if things went on as 
they were, he would be able to pay only 12s. 
in the £. 

Mr. \V. T. KING: The Government are 
reducing expenditure by £220,000. 

Mr. MOORE : According to the Budget, 
the expenditure is to be reduced by £220,000; 
but the evidences are to the· effect that 
expenditure is increasing. \Ve can only 
resort to the Treasurv returns for the first 
three months as published in the press. I 
am sure that the hon. member for 1\faree, 
who i' a legal man, would not accept the 
evidence put forward in this Chamber in 
support of the contention that expenditure 
was being reduced, when it must be quite 
patent to him that it is increasing. 

Mr. W. T. Knm: We have vour good-
will to live on yet. -· 

Mr. MOORE: We have shown our good
will. vVe have endeavoured to advise the 
Government that they should curb their 
expenditure, and that they should remove 
the burdensome load of taxation from the 
people; otherwise there will be less money 
to spend with consequent greater unemploy
ment. "YVe have endeavoured to assist them 
generally; but they have not seen fit to 
accept our advice. The people will have to 
suffer the results of the legislation that is to 
be passed and of the extravagant expenditure 
which proceeds apace to-day. \Ve cannot 
have our cake and , . .1t it. If the Govern
ment are prepared to spend money in one 
direction in the purchase of votes then those 
who have no votes-that is, the' children
will have to suffer. 

Mr. W. T. KING: Yoq cannot substantiato 
that charge. 

Mr. MOORE : Of course I can. The pages 
of " Hansard " for this S,Jssion, thE' press 
reports, and the TrE>'lsury returns for the 
first three months of this financial vear are 
full of substantiation. It is a mistake to 
curtail expenditure upon medical and dental 
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inspection when it is quite possible to save 
a small amount upon other items. It should 
not have been ·a very difficult task to save 
this small •":Lmount out of a vote involving 
over £1,000,000. It may be possible to give 
the ··.1me service with the reduced amount 
of money. I should imagine that, if the 
services of two doctors are dispensed with, 
the operations of this service must necessarily 
be restricted. I regard the item " Medical 
and DLntal Inspection" as being the most 
important in the depnrtmental vote. I 
appreciate the fact that cards are dis
tributed amongst the pa1·ents by the school 
teachers pointing out what is best in the 
hygienic training of thP children, but that 
is not sufficient. Medical and dental atten
tion is required. The departmental doctors 
have been able to discover, and, perhaps, 
to remedy, many defects in the mouths of 
children, and in this way improve their 
dige,tion. It is essential that a child should 
enjov good health if it is to give the ma:x:i
mun1 amount of attention to its school 
studiP". It is a pity that this item should 
be reduced. However, that is a matter for 
the Government, and the country will have 
to put up with it. I have no desire to 
criticise the Government adversely. I recog
nise that the financial position is difficult; 
and I have no wish to emulate their example 
when they sat in opposition, when they 
complained that the action of the late Govern
ment in reducing the appropriation of this 
department was, in effect, an attack upon 
the "·orkers and the children. Of course, 
that was ·not so. Our Government had to 
live within their income so far as it was 
possible, and the present Government will 
have to do the same. It is well that the 
people should realise that fact, and that in 
future they will not be led by ridiculous 
propaganda to bel;eve that the financial 
position of the country warrants the main
tenance of social services at the standar-d 
that pHn ailed during a time of alleged 
prosperity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRl'OTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Br, mer) 
[3.47 p.m.]: I- am sorry that I did not explain 
rhe vote more fully and thereby save the 
Leader of the Opposition a considerable 
amount of time. Certain factors corrcpelled 
attention to be given to the item of " Medical 
and Dental Inspection." One of the factors 
v,as the death, in 1930, of Dr. R. T. Johnson, 
late ophthalmologist in charge of ophthalmic 
work among the school children in the remote 
western areas of the State and of the treat
ment of serious cases in the ophthalmic hostel 
in Brisbane, and the consequential dis
arrangement of departmental plans for the 
carrying on and extension of this important 
activity. Dr. Ethel Pitt, who had been 
assisting Dr. Johnson to an extent, carried 
on the work after his death, but has since 
resigm·,J. There was also the resignatio~1 
of a c'i>ntal inspector at the beginning of 
1932. Those breaks in the service occurred 
before the Labour Govcrnrr_ent came into 
power. Then in May, 1932. the Common
wealth GoYernment notified that it was dis
continuing its grant in aid of the hookworrn 
campaign, and the' nurses engaged iri that 
work were transferred to the sub-department 
of Health in the Horn,, Department; there
fore, the Department of Public Instruction 
has been relieved of the payment of those 
nurses. which accounts for a fair amount of 
the redurtion to which the Leader of the 
Opposition has drawn attention. 

As these things have happened, it is 
necessary for the department to lay down 
a policy for the future. Briefly, this is the 
policy. Certain nurses hitherto directly 
controlled by the departrr.ent have been 
transferred to the sub-department of Health, 
!fome Secretary's Department, which will 
m future maintain and conb·ol thc hookworm 
c"mpaign on behalf of this State. Then the 
number of full-time officers, exclusiYe of an 
ophthalmologist and of the staff of the Wil
ston Ophthalmic Hostel, necessary for the 
efficient working of the medical and dental 
services of the department, will be twenty
three. This number will include one chief 
medical officer, one chief dental inspector, 
fourteen dental officers, and seven school 
nurses. The medical and dental branch of 
the department will be reorganised and 
readjusted to provide for-

(1) Operation of the State schools' nurs
ing service 13irnultaneously i:n the 
Southern, Central, and Northern 
sections of the State as separate from 
the operations of the hookworm cam
paign. 

(2) Medical review of certain case'S of 
deficiency reported by the schools' 
nursing service. 

\Ye intend to appoint a surgeon to fill the 
position of ophthalmologist in charge of 
ophthalmic work, vice Dr. J ohnson, deceased, 
to take charge of the Wilston Ophthalmic 
Hostel. 

There will be a continuance of the opera
tions of the travelling dental clinics, both 
by rail and road. That being so, the 
inroads which hon. members fear have been 
rr.ade on the medical and dental service-; 
are not an actuality. We believe that, by 
a proper reorganisation of the various staffs, 
we shall be able to give as efficient service 
as has been given in the past. I honestly 
believe that will be so. No doubt, as oppor-

. tunity offers, the medical and dental services 
will be expanded. 

It is just as well for me to mention that 
the statement made by the Leader of the 
Opposition is quite beside the mark, as the 
Estimates for this Department did not come 
before this Committee either in 1930 or 
1931. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [3.52 p.m.]: I 
was a ware that certain nuhes in the 
department had been seconded for duty in 
connection with the hookworm campaign, 
now controlled by the Home Department, 
but at the same ti'me I hope that the service 
will be kept up to its fullest capacity. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC TNSTRUCTION: 
It is still being kept up to its working 
capacity. 

Mr. R. M. KING: I hope so. I hope that 
the transfer of these nurses to the Home 
Department is not going to interfere with 
the vcork carried on by the nurses engaged 
in the medical and dental inspection. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIOX : 
K ot in the slightest. 

:1Ir. R. M. KING: The dental inspector 
who resigned was a very efficient officer, and, 
if that position is not filled, its service to 
the community will suffer. I hope that the 
Minister will see that sorrceone is appointed 
in his place. So far as Dr. J ohnson is 
concerned, the department carried on without 
filling his position for some considerable 

1llr. R. JI. King.] 
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time. I believe that Dr. Ethel Pitt, one of 
the staff, resigned to go to the Old Country.· 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
She has been away for twelve months. 

Mr. R. M. KING: I hope that her position 
will be filled. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCT!Uri . 
It is being filled. 

Mr. R. M. KI:';"G: I desire to supplement 
the remarks of the hon. members for Wind
sor and Fortitude Valley about the wonder
ful work that is being done at the ophthal
mic hostel. The Government who estab
lished that hostel did the right thing. I 
had the privilege of making- a tour of the 
west,crn districts, accompanied by the 
Director of Education, with the sole purpose 
of seeing some of the school children who 
were suffering from blight and other 
ophthalmia troubles. I had previously been 
out there years ago and had seen the condi
tion that sorr.e of these children were in. I 
also saw the deplorable neglect on the part of 
parents in not looking after their children 
when afflicted with ophthalmic troubles. I 
was very anxious to see if our work had 
been effective, and I accordingly made an 
inspection to the West-to Charleville, 
Quilpie, Cunnamulla, St. Gem·ge, etc., 
where I saw the rayages of the blight 
amongst the children, and became more 
than ever convinced that the establishment 
of the ophthalmic hostel was warranted. 
The manner in which that hostel is con
ducted must meet with the approval of every 
person who knows anything about it. lt 
would be a good idea if some hon. members 
visited the hostel. I have seen children 
come there in a deplorable state owing to 
eye trouble. Looking at them there 
appeared to be no hope of their recovNy 
but with careful dieting and medical atten~ 
tion most of them fully recover. The best 
attention and most sympathetic treatment 
are giYen by the doctors, matron, and 
nurses. The children are quite at home; 
they love being there, and are really sorry 
to leave, although it means going home. 
The strongest affection is felt by them 
for those who are responsible for 
the wondNful treatment they receive. Th<) 
Country Women's Association is doing a 
great service in meeting children coming to 
and returning from the hostel. I have been 
able to interest the Country W omens' Asso
ciation at Coorparo.o in this hostel, and tlw 
members are nov, devoting their attention 
to helping in the good work that is being 
done. I had the pleasure of attending a 
Christmas tr- at_ that was given at the ho3tel, 
a_nd I can tec,trfy to the splendid co-opera
tion of the admini,tr<ttive staff of the depart
ment. and also the hostel staff. fO'r their 
efforts to make the children happy. The 
hostel is doing a great work. and the Go
vernment of the day were well advised when 
they acceptc>d the recommendation of those 
responsible for its establishment. I con
gratulate Dr. St. Vincent ·w0lch on the 
splendid work he is doing. 

Item (Medical and Dental Inspection) 
agreed to. 

QUEENSLAND cNIVERSITY. 
Th' SECRET \RY FOR PUBLLC" IN

STRC'CTIO).J (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremu) 
[3.58 p.m.]: I move-

" That £7,000 be granted for ' Queens
land University.' " 

:\fr. JVIOORE (Aubigny) [3.59 p.m.]: 
Before this vote goes through I desire to 

[M1·. R. M. King. 

rnake a f01Y rernarks, not on tho que~tio11 of 
the teaehirw at the univ< rsit;·, bu,- on the 
wide view that the Queensland CniYersity 
takes on current problems. I think the send
ing of Dr. A. C. V. Melbourne to inquire
into the trade possibilities of Japan and China 
will be a yery great assistance, not only to 
Queensland but to Australia generally. In 
his report the Public Service Commissioner
points out the reason for sending Dr_ 
i.\felbourne to the East. and shows that 
the l'niYersit:- immediately agreed when the
suggestion was put forv.ctrd that an mde
pendent and neutral authority might inves
tigate the position. The report winch has 
been presented by Dr. :Melbourne is an 
ex~e1,tionally valuable one; indeed, it is one 
of the most Yaluable we have eyer had 
dealing with the possibilities of Australian 
trade with Japan and China. Dr. Melbourne 
has shown the avenues in which trade may 
be increased. That is one of the big factors 
we ha,-e to consider in connection with the
question of marketing our primary products 
instead of being dependent on one or two 
comr .. odities. The onlv thing I am afraid 
of is that the report has not been distributed 
IYidely enough, and that not enough people 
are taking advantage of the informat_ion 
contained in it. It is not at all a tPchmcal 
report. It was written for business men 
and for the information of the general com
munity, and I am satisfied that the infor
mation contained therein will not only 
benefit Queensland but will be of benefit to 
tl1e wholP of Australia. 

T'he university is also taking up the ques
tion of the amalgamation of the different 
laboratories. The select committee consists 
of Dr. W. N. Robertson, Vice-Chancellor of 
th., university, Dr. Lockhart Gibson, Pro
fessor Alcock Professor Parnell. Dr. Ylel
bourne Prof~ssor Richards, and Profes~or 
Godcla;·d. T'he select committee was given 
power to eo-opt such person or persons 
as it may deem necessary f·or the pur
poses of the inquiry. The committ~e was
appointed to inquire into the question of 
Pmlving a unified plan of future develop
ment, the securing of a greater measure of 
co-orJination, the preventing, as far as Ilos
sible, of avoidable overlapping, the spcurmg 
of a more efficient control of .;xpenditure, 
and the securing of greater effic:ency. \Vhen 
the university is taking into cons_ide:·atwn 
all these matters it shows that It IS not 
only interested in' the te<1ching of children, 
but is taking a wide Yiew, which will be 
of benefit to the students themselves. \Vhen 
you have the senate and the profess?rial 
staff of the university doing these thmgs, 
it shows that they are not entirely centred 
on education· and the university is to be 
congratulated' on the attitude it has taken 
up and on sending Professor Melbourne to 
the East and also on its general outlook 
towards problems that affect produc~ion . in 
Queensland. It shows that the umversity 
is a people's university, and not me:ely an 
academic institution. I think the umversity 
is doing very fine work, and it is just 
as well that it should be recognised. It does 
not want any pat on the back, and it does
not want any approbation, becaust; the 
staff recognise that what they are domg IS 
in the interests of the country as a whole. 
It is a very good thing that the university 
is taking such an interest in industry, and 
is doing something not only for the benefit 
of Queensland but very possibly for the 
benefit of the whole of Australia. 

Item (Queensland University) agreed to. 
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TRAINING COLLEGE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
S'l'Rl-CTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[4.5 p.rn.]: I move-

" That £17,815 be granted for 'Train-
ing College.' " 

This vote provides for the salaries of the 
teachers and office staff and general mam
tenance of the training college, and for 
allowances, railway fares, etc., to both 
senior and junior teachers who at present 
hold scholarships at the college, and on 
account of the senior and junior scholarships 
to be awarded from January, 1933. There 
is a slight increase due to adjustments in 
the staff and to the fact that one of the 
junior officers reached the age of 21, and IS 

now paid the basic wage. 
Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [4.6 p.m.}: 

Some divergent views have been expr~s~ed 
by hon. members in regard to the tram:ng 
college. I say without the slightest hesita
tion that I look upon it as a necessary P.art 
of our educational system. I am hopmg 
that when finances improve. we shall be able 
to s~nd more students to the college to be 
trained as teachers for the future. It was 
a splendid idea to establish the. college, 
because the children can have the1r educa
tion only once, and, if they miss that chance, 
they miss it for all time. If they are taught 
by teachers who have no qualifications for 
teaching, their prospects are very much less 
tha.n otherwise. \Vhilst the old system was 
sufficient for its time-it was the only system 
we had. and it worked very well and the 
old teachers who never had tbe advantages 
of to-day did their work very well-we must 
not for"'et the fact wh1ch I have heard 
expressed by the Dir~ctor of Education, that 
we cannot apply nineteenth century methods 
to twentieth century requirements. Whilst 
one Government may not have done a cer
tain thing simply because it was never 
mooted in their time another Government 
may be able to develop an idea that is of 
distinct advantage to the children. That IS 

the way the world progresses. It is the way 
the Queensland Department of Public In
struction progresses. What may. have been 
sufficient in the past is not suffic1ent for the 
requirements of the future. We have to hve 
up to the times and adapt our meth<=!ds to 
the needs of the present. We have to d1scard 
antediluvian methods. 

The teachers' training college is centralised 
in Brisbane. Some in authority think that 
it would be wise to decentralise it, and have 
branches in different parts of the State. I 
am rather inclined to think otherw1se, be
cause I look forward to the time when it will 
be an adjunct or part and J?arcel of our 
University, so that teachers w1ll be able to 
get diplomas of teaching there. Some people 
say the old methods are as good as the 
new, but new methods are constantly being 
introduced. How would the old people have 
regarded the kindergarten? Did they ever 
think about opportumty schools for s:-tb
normal children? Did they know anythmg 
about the Montessori or the Dalton system? 
All these new ideas have been put into effect 
by GoYernm.ents as a result of conf.erences 
and ~uggestwns throughout Austrah": and 
elsewhere. They open up new ave'!ues m the 
education of children, methods wh1ch do x:ot 
consist in driving learning into ch1ldren w1th 
the helD of the cane or other punishment, 
but of ·developing their mental powers and 
powers cE observation so that they will be 

more eflicicnt than under the old methods. 
The department is quite right to bring these 
things before the Government. of the day. 
]'.; ew systems are constantly bemg suggested 
by those charged with the great responsi
bility of providing for the education of the 
young. I was reading a very intere~ting 
article in "The Journal of the Natwnal 
Education Association," an American publi
cation in reference to teachers' colleges, from 
which' I take this extract :-

" It is much more difficult to observe 
the mistakes of the crude teacher than it 
is the errors of the ignorant physician. 
The teacher does not have the under
taker checking up on him, but the mis
takes in the realm of the mind are no 
less disastrous. Who knows how fatal 
a wrong attitude may prove; what bane
ful results may follow the wrong habit; 
how expensive and imperfect skill may 
be; and how damnable the wrong 
ideal?" 

" Yet these are the injuries constantly 
being inflicted upon plastic minds by 
those who may know the subject-matter 
and not know how "to tea.ch. A high 
quality of teaching skill is probably one 
of the most difficult arts to attain in the 
whole gamut of human achievement. 
How then can the public expect teach
ing skill to be a.cquired in any but a 
college whose business it is to perfect 
this skill in its students? 'fo the 
teachers' colleges of America is gradu
ally being .a.ssigned the task of the pre
paration of the practitioners of that pro
fession which has the greatest possibility 
of affecting human welfare. The public, 
as attested by the Acts of Legislatures 
in establishing and maintaining teachers' 
colleges, is committed to the idea that 
teachers henceforth shall be educated in 
professional schools of college level. And 
very shortly, even within our lifetime, 
you are going to demand that every 
teacher of ·children be a college graduate. 
Presently, we are going to al:)andon the 
old notion which has so long been cur
rent that anyone who has a limited educa
tion can teach little children. The public 
will find out, a.s the profession has 
already discovered, that it rea.lly takes 
more teaching ability to teach young 
children than older ones." 

That sums up the position very well indeed. 
The children are entitled to the best educa
tion that they can possibly get. Under the 
old system teachers held the opinion that, 
if a child did not readily understand, the 
only way to make it undcrsta.nd was to 
impose additional punishment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I am sorry to say that that opinion is still 
held by some of the teachers. 

Mr. R. M. KING: It is gradually dis
appearing from our educational system. 
Tea.chers are now endeavounng to under
stand the psychology of the child. No good 
can be achieved merely by punishing a child 
because it has done something wrong. That 
is only appealing to its fear and to its 

·timidity, and does not overcome the diffi-
culty. \Ve should endeavour to ascertam 
the cause. The teachers' training college is 
doing very fine work in carrying out the 
new and beneficia.! ideas, and the teachero 
are gaining knowledge that they are after
wards to impart to the pupils. The young 

JJ1r. R. JJ1. King.] 
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mind is very plastic and very impression
able. and furnishes a very fertile ground 
upon which to operate educationally. I am 
a very strong believer in the teachers' train
ing college, and I express the fervent hope 
tha.t it will be able to do still greater work. 
We depend upon this institution to provide 
th<> rig ut type of teacher to train the childreu 
to become fine, useful citizens. 

i\fr. WILSON (Portiturle Valley) [4.15 
p.m.]: I entirely reciprocate the remarks of 
the hon. member for Logan. I was deeply 
interested in this matter during my occu
pancy of the ministerial position in this 
department. Some hon. members opposite 
have complained about the alleged wasteful 
expenditure by this department, and others 
have referred in this connection to the 
teachers' training college. I regard this insti
tution as a kind of power-house from which 
we draw our educational energy. During 
1930 and 1931 the attendanc•· at the college 
was forty odd; !:)ut during the time that I 
was Secretary for Public Instruction the 
attendance numbered 180, and it was the 
ambition of the department to increase the 
number to 200. In the days that are gone 
pupil teachers were frequently appointed to 
take charge of schools in the Western por
tions of the State, but a <Efferent system 
operates to-day. We are able to obtain the 
cream of the rising generation for the 
teaching staff of the State. I recollect the 
vi.sit of the Emp1re Parliamentary Delega
tion to Queensland, and it was with pride 
that I overheard the remarks of three or four 
members of that delegation outside the Belle 
Vue Hotel in George street when the children 
were proceeding to the Central Technical 
College. They were discussing the fact that 
they had been informed that the climate of 
Queensland was hot and unbearable, and I 
overheard them say that the. children on their 
way to the technical college were the finest 
stamp of boys and girls that they had seen 
during thP whole of their tour. 

The training college is under the supervi
sion of Mr. :Morris, and contains as fine a 
type of boy and girl as one would wish to 
see. After the applic11nts pass their examina
tion for admission to the college, they are sub
mitted to a personal. inspection by the princi
pal. He has a heart to heart talk with therrc 
for the purpose of detecting any outward sign 
which might unfit them for the position of 
teachers. Many a boy or girl might be able 
to pass any examination and still be unsuit
able for a teacher. They may possess an 
impediment of speech-a lisp, or some other 
disadvantage-which can be readily detected 
by personal contact. If that interview is suc
cessful, the boy or girl is passed on ~or medi
cal examination. If that is successful, entrance 
is gained to the college. They must run the 
gamut of a series of examinations before 
finally entering the college. One could only 
expect the best type of teacher to be p re
duced from such a college. I strongly adv-ise 
any Iron. member who has not paid a vi sit 
to the college to do so. 

Mr. BRAND: There were wonderful teachers 
under the old system. · 

Mr .. WILSON: Through the establishrr. cnt 
of this college, we have some very fine 
material to draw upon to staff our manv fine 
0ducational e~tablishments. Some hon. me:rn.
bers condemned the college and said that 
it was costing too much. I maintain that the 
college has justified itself by the class of 
teacher it has produced, and the resu1Jts 
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which have been obtained. \Ve shall never 
be short of teachers of the very highmt 
standard while the present system is in 
vogue; and in this respect the schools in the
country will benefit equally with those in 
the cit0 in securing the cream of our young 
rr en and women as teachers for our boys and 
girls. 

:Much has been said concerning the corres
pondence svstem of education. Several hon. 
members seem to cast a certain amount of 
suspicion on the system, and to suggest 
that something is being done which is hope
lessly wrong. They have also said that the 
Government were spending far too much on 
education generally. It is the birthright of 
every boy and girl to get the best education 
they C\ltn possibly receive, especially if they 
clisplav intelligence above the normal. \Ye
should not place any bar in the way of any 
boy or girl who desires to take full adv~n
tage of the complete system of educatiOn 
provided bv this State. I trust that the 
:Yiinister will see that this great privilege 
of the boys and girls will be preserved, and 
that the teachers' training college will be
rr aintained at it3 present standard of effi
ciency. 

Item-(Training College) agreed to. 

QUEEXSLAND AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOL AND 
COLLEGE. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTIO::-\ (Hon. F. A. Cooper, JJrem r r) 
[4.22 p.m.]: I move-

" That £17,628 be granted for ' Queens
land Agricultural High School and 
College.' " 

The vote asked for shows a total reduction 
of £1,346 in comparison with 1931-32. The 
small reduction in the vote for salaries is 
due mainly to the appointment of a junior 
typist in lieu of the senior typist, resigned. 
The vote "Contingencies," which provides. 
for wages of farm, stock, and other employees, 
equipment, fodder, fuel, repairs, tools, pro
visions, railwav fares, office· costs, etc., in 
Yarious sections of the institution shows a 
reduction, in comrr.on with all services, of 
£1,293. In view of the financial position, 
provision has been made only for the ordi
nary requirements of the institution and the
carrying on of its essential services during
the current financial year. 

:!Y1r. EDW ARDS (N anango) [4.24 p.m.]: I 
want to take this opportumty to reply to 
the criticism indulged in by the Minister in 
CO!Jnection with my remarks on the Queens
land Agricultural High School and College, 
and also in regard to my remarks concerning 
rural training and education. The Minister, 
intentionally or othe·rwise, based his remarks 
on a misconstruction of my statements. 
There are none so blind as those who defi
nitely refuse to vee; and the remarks of. th<> 
Mmister this afternoon show that he is com
pletely self-satisfied. He is apparently con
vinced that everything is going along 
smoothly. That, however, is not the ·best 
attitude to take up. There is room for 
improvement, particularly in the education 
supplied to those who will follow rural pur
suits. The bald statement of the Minister 
that 75 per cent. of the pupils at the Q.ueens
land Agricultural High School and Colkg-e 
return to the land means nothing to me. 
What I am desirous of ensuring is that the 
pupils will return to the land and make a 
success of their lives. Naturally most of 
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them will return to the land, bcca usp in the 
majority of case' they are the sons of settlers 
on the land. The point is what sort of ti:ne 
does the old dad get at home if he camwt 
bu .. - the machinery and other appliances tb_d 
the boys have been educated to use at Hl• 
college? That is where the difficulty comes 
in. I am like tens of thousands of old 
cettlers v:ho have not had the advantage of 
a superior education. I have had to iighL 
my ,., ay through life; but, if we are t:ot 
satisfied that the best is being done for the 
young people, whether the educational sys
tmn is responsible for it or not, the matter 
should b., inquired into. Too many of the 
educated bo:vs at the present time are pre
pared to lean on someone else to get a living. 
Whenever I have the opportunity to do so, I 
appeal that we should try to give the boy,; 
the necc.;sary understanding of the position. 
It is not only the passing of an educational 
standard in an agricultural college or any
where else that is important; the boys must 
be Pncouraged along lines that will make for 
their later succes.c. It is in that direction 
that I have the feeling that the Queensland 
Agricultural High School and College is not 
doing sufficient. It is all very well to say 
that a great pcrC'entage of the pupils 
return to the land; but let us examine what 
success they make in compa·rison with the 
boy who has been trained on the land in a 
practical way and has cost the State no 
more than the cost of a primary education. 

To insinuate that in making these remarks 
I am suggesting that the college should be 
abolished is entirely wrong. If the institu
tion is not doing what it should do in the 
interests of the State, then we should care
fully consider the matter from every angle 
with the object of placing it on a better 
footing. I repeat that this college should be 

#under the control of the Department of Agri
culture, seeing that its function is to train 
boys to make a success of agricultural pur
suits. I have been told that when it was 
under the control of that department it was 
not so successful as it is to-day. If that is 
the case, I can only say that there is some
thing wrong with the officers of the Depart
ment of Agriculture if they cannot administer 
such an institution in the interests_ of pro
viding an agricultural training. 

The Minister must know that it is not only 
a question of imparting knowledge. We have 
to incuicate in them an independent, self
reliant spirit, so that they will not lean on 
the Government when they get into difficul
ties. I do not depreciate the value of edu
cation. To do so would be foolish; neverthe
less, the present system encourages a large' 
number of well educated people to come to 
the large centres of population and attempt 
to get jobs under all sorts of systems. That 
is to the advantage neither of the State nor 
of the persons concerned. Let us inculcate 
in the boys a spirit that will enable them to 
establish themselves with a minimum of 
assi;;tance from the State and from their 
parents. I repeat what I said the other day, 
that many of the old pioneers are left on 
their farms while their boys have drifted 
away to the cities, not because they could not 
make a living on the land-because some 
of the land I •refer to is of tllP best-hut 
because conditions in the larger centres of 
population were more congenial. That is 
why I am speaking as I am to-clay. I realise 
that this is the most serious question that 
we can discuss in this Chamber. If primary 
yJroduction is to save Australia, it is up to 

11s to enaouragc the young life of the Sratc to· 
turn their e'cs in the direction of ac-ricul
t.ure. I do 1i'ct think there is any othe-r wa" 
to do it but by training the boys along these 
lines so that, when they have to fend for 
themselves, they will understand the prac
ti<.al side. I do not make any bone- about 
saying that many of our highly educated 
men-profe5sors, econornists, and others-are· 
of little value. because they surround them· 
selves with a well-satisfied air-" \Ve know, 
and the other fellow doesn't ! \Ye h:ne had 
an education, and the ordinary rank and file· 
who have not had the oame opportunity 
should be guided by us." That is an unfor
tunate attitude to take up. I do not say 
that is the attitude taken up in ever=· case; 
nevertheless that attitude is taken up in some 
casec. Such advice may often be •.>rang, 
therefore, we should be careful to see that 
the person who is receiving education 
is guided along the right lines. I hope 
the Minister will not attempt, for part.y 
political purposes, to misconstrue statement& 
made on this side of the Chamber in regard 
to such an important matter as education. 

Item (Queensland Agricultural High School 
and College) agreed to. 

ENDOWMENT, FEES, AND ALLOWANCES (SECONDARY 
EDUCATION). 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)• 
[4.34 p.m.]: I move-

" That £54,800 be granted for 'Endow
ment, Fees, and Allowances (Secondary 
Education.' " 

This vote covers the additional endowment 
to grammar schools, and scholarships and 
allowances to secondary schools. 'We dis
cussed this matter fairly fully on the vote fo1· 
" Chief Office," and I do not think there is. 
any need to discuss it any further. 

Mr. R. M. KING: Have you nothing to say 
about the Women's College? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX
STRUCTION: The Women's College is ru 
residential college, and is supported by pri
vate subscriptions. The college in the past 
received a subsidy, but I believe it is now 
fairly well established, and does not require· 
any further subsidy. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [4.35 p.m.]: 
Does the hon. gentleman know of his own 
knowl.,dge that the college does not require a• 
subsidy? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: There 
is no vote for the Women's College provided 
in the Estimates, so that the hon. memhe1~ 
will not be in order in discus,sing it. 

Mr. DEACON (Cunning ham) [4.36 p.m.]: 
I understand that since some of these 
amounts spent in endowment, fees, and· 
allowances are spent in respect of the
agricultural high school and college at 
Gatton, I shall be in order in making some· 
reference to that institution. I notice that 
an amount of nearly £8,000 is required for 
wages, in addition to the salaries of the 
teaching staff. That is an enormous sum of 
money for an institution such as this, especi
ally as the students themselve~> do some work. 

Mr. SPARKES : They do not do any v. ork. 
Mr. DEACON: That is what I want to

find out. Do they do any actual work ~ 
While the Minister gets that information, 
I would like to point out that the students 
go there to learn, and they cannot learTh 

11-f r. Deacon.] 
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farming unless they are prepared to carry 
out a full day's farming work. They cannot 
learn by spending a short time at the job. 
Thev must be trained in the work they have 
to do afterwards as farmers; but it does not 
seem possible that they have to do much 
work if £8,000 is paid in wages. 

At 4.39 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Yl:r. DEACON: On an ordinary farm of 
that size a farmer would not pay a fraction 
of £8,000. 

The CH_'\.IRMAN : The hon. member is 
speaking on the wrong. vote. The question 
before the Committee is the vote for 
" Endowment, Fees, and Allowances 
(Secondary Education)." 

:\fr. DEACON: I understand that some of 
these allowances are paid in respect of 
scholarships taken out at Gatton College. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must 
confine himself to the vote. I cannot allow 
him to wander all over the place. 

:Mr. DEACON: Some of the scholarships 
in respect of which these allowances are 
paid are taken out at Gatton College. The 
students go there to be taught how to work 
on the land, and, if they are not tal!ght, 
they do not get a full education. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRGCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[4.41 p.m.]: The hon. member ought to 
kn0w that there are certain periods for 
instruction, and that farming work must go 
on nevertheless. The hon. member must also 
know that it takes a certain amount of time 
to do farming work. It would be well for 
all hon. members to visit Gatton College and 
see it for themselve•. 

J\Ir. SPARKES: I have seen it, and I have 
never seen the boys working too much. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRCCTION: The hon. member has seen 
them working, but perhaps not from 6 
o.'clock in the morning till 6 o'cl()('k at night. 

:'v1r. SPARKES: Nor a quarter of that time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRGCTION: A certain amount of time is 
required to give the boys agricultural edu.ca
tion; they mu.st snend that time in study. 
I am prepared to give the information 
privately to the hon. member for Cunning
ham, but I am not going to reopen a 
di,cussion on the Queensland agricultural 
high school and college. 

::\Ir. DEACON (Cunningham) [4.42 p.m.]: 
The student at the Queensland agricultural 
high school and college must learn to do the 
actual work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTIO:N : 
He does, too. 

Mr. DEACON: He cannot do that mer""ly 
by being engaged upon the actual work f<:>r 
an hour or two. He must be engaged upon 
the work for the whole of the clay and for 
weeks. If he is to be a succe,s upon l-:tis 
own farm, he must learn to do the actu a! 
work. 

The S>:CJRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN~TRUC?'lO:N : 
I am not going to initiate a full debate 
upon the item " Queensland Agricultur a! 
High School and College." That item h-as 
been agreed to by the Committee. 

Item (Endowrr.ent, Fees, and Allowances 
(Secondary Education) agreed to. 

[Jh'. Deacon. 

STATE SCHOOLS. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:X

STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Brem_r) 
[4.44 p.m.]: I move-

" That £1,099,986 be granted for ' 8tate 
Schools.' " 

This vote is the main vote of the depart
ment and is required to meet all expendi
ture ~n account of salaries and contingencies 
in connection with prirr.ary, intermediate, ~nd 
State high schools and ihe many servrces 
which are enumerated in the Estimateo. The 
,-ote shows a total reduction of £20,700, of 
which the reduction in salaries is £9,724, and 
in "Contingencies " £10,976. 

Mr. EDW ARDS (.Yanango) [4.45. p._m.]: I 
very rr:uch regret that the approprratwn _for 
this year in respect of " Home ProJect 
Clubs" and " Agricultural Education, Rural 
Schools," has been reduced. Politicians and 
leaders of thought generally have continually 
proclaimed that if Australia is to be saved, 
she can be sa.;,.ed only by means of her 
primary production. Despite those oft
repeated proclamations, the Governmen~ have 
seen fit to make the same proportiOnate 
reduction in these items as in the other items 
of the Estimates of this department. The 
home project clubs have been encouraged 
during the past two or thr:ee years, ai_Id 
they provide a class of educatiOn that admir
ably fits their merubers to become. ~~Cl~nt 
sons of the soil. They develop mrtratrve 
in the voung members to become associated 
with tl1o land. The members of the clubs 
vie with one another in keen competition 
in end ea YOuring to secure the prizes a warded 
periodically for their exhibits. This train
ing creates the essential sentiment amongst 
those who are pledged to a life upon the 
land. 

Everyone with a knowledge of the rural 
schools speaks in glowing terms of the bene
ficial rural education that is imparted to the 
boys and girls commencing a life upon the 
land. The education !s beneficial in the 
extreme, and enables the students to follow 
rural pursuits in after life with a lesser 
degree of drudgery than, perhaps, hitherto 
obtained. The amount provided for these 
items should have been maintained, and 
greater econorr.-ies effected in other sections 
of the department. The Government are 
failing in their duty to the country people 
in reducing these items. Again I express 
my utmost regret that a reduction should 
be made in respect of items that really supp._ 
the lifeblood of rural development. 

Mr. SPARKES (Dalby) [4.48 p.m.]: Like 
the Leader of the Opposition, I realise that 
we must expect a reduction in certain votes. 
It is a qu<ostion, not of what we would like, 
but of what we can afford. During the elec
tion campaign my Labour opponent, when at 
Gayndah, took great exception to the boys 
and girls attending the rmal school there 
selling small articles which they made them
selves, became, he contended, by doing so 
they entered into competition with business 
people. The results of these sales went to 
swell the funds of the school. I have been 
wondering whether that is a reason for a 
reduction in the appropriation for home pro
ject clubs. I would like some a"surance 
from the Minister in that respect. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick) [4.50 
p.m.]: I, too, regret the reduction in this 
vote. I think some alternative could be 
suggested. Before reducing this vote the 



Supply, (27 OCTOBER.) Supply. ll99> 

department might have given some considera
t;on to cutting down the vote on the pre
VIous it<>m. Such a reduction would have 
bec,n infinitely preferable. In the previous 
item we had a number of men provided 
for at £250 a year. Seeing that the general 
trend of things is in the direction of helping 
rural instruction, it would have been very 
much better to increase this vote. There are 
men in the various rural districts who would 
be quite ready to lend a hand to the depart
ment in providing rural instruction. I have 
already spoken of the advantages of the 
State High School and the Intermediate 
School at V\'arwick. The Inh'rmediate School 
will shortly be in full operation. I have 
spoken to the Mayor of Warwick, who has 
assured me that the Warwick Town Council 
will provide any accommodation nece,sary 
in Queen's Park for the purpose of enabling 
the children to get rural instruction. 
Further, I can put my hand on a number 
of men who have been successful in agricul
tural pur,uits who are patriotic enough to 
lend the Government a helping hand in 
order to make the education of these bovs 
effective for rural work. If this suggestion 
is acted upon by the department, it will find 
a response not only in my district but in 
other districts which will be surprising. 

The hon. member for Nanango did not 
emphasise too strongly the high importance 
of rural instruction and the necessity of pay
ing greater attention to it. Avenues of work 
are becoming less and less in many direc
tions. Here is an opening. The GoYern
ment are giving minute attention to land 
settlement. It is known that they have an 
idea of carrying out some system of irriga
tion which will enable settlers to engage in 
intense cultivation. Our bovs could then 
enter on that work in its t;ue and active 
form. Effective work can be done by the, 
department if it lays itself out to secure that 
sympathetic support for rural education 
which is available. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IC\1-
STRUCTIOC\1 (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Brrmer) 
[4.54 p.m.]: I would point out to hon. mem
bers that the Estimates show the appropria
tion for 1931-32 and the appropriation asked 
for this fmancial vear. There is sometimes 
a difference betwe'en the appropriation-the 
amount voted-and what is actually spent. 
That applies to rural schools, whe'l'e £4,492 
was actually spent last year. That was less 
than the amount appropriated. 'l'his year 
we are proposing to spend at least as much 
a, was spent last vcar. There will be no 
rPd uction. " 

With rderence to the home 'project clubs, 
I am pleased that the hon. member for 
Nanango has drawn attention to the matter. 
It would b, v<>ry serious to interfere with the 
efficiency of these clubs in any ",ty whatever. 
The Estimates show that there were three 
organisers provided for last year and two 
this year; the r<>duction is due to the fact 
that one of the organic,ers is at present 
taking a special course in agriculture which 
will fit him the better for this work. His 
place is being taken by another officer whose 
salary will be paid out of the " Chief Office " 
vote; thus, there is no reduction in the 
nurrcber of men engaged in this work, nor 
will there be any reduction in the amount 
expended on rural llChools. I am pleased that 
hon. members are keen in this matter, 
because the department has forged ahead in 
this special phase of its activities. 

Mr. TOZER ((!yrnpie) [4.56 p.m.]: I 
notice that this vote show,, a reduction of 
£20,700 compm·rd with the appropriation 
last year. The JI.Iinister ha, referred to one 
particular item I had in mind-that of home 
projevt clubs, in which there is a reduced 
appropriation of £320. 

I notice also a rPduction of £295 for an · 
itin<>rant teacher, and a reduction of £415 
in "Contingencies." \Vas the work of the
itinerant teacher unsatisfactnry? 

A reduced appropriation is asked for in 
connection with provisional schools. That 
is a matter to which I referred on the Esti
mates of another department, when I was 
reminded that this was the appropriatP ,·ote 
on which to refer to the matter. I haYe in 
mind the Monkland State School at Gympie. 
This is a building 50 feet by 20 feet, which 
had a wing or a T piece also 50 feet l>y 
20 feet. The 'recent tornado experienced in 
the Gyrnpie district blew off the roof of the 
wing, leaving only the uprights and sides 
standing. The department intend to dis
mantle that wing and carry on with the one 
room, which is expc,Jted to accommodate' 125 
pupils. :\IIy information is that 105 pupils 
attend the school, although the averag<' 
attendance is stated to be ninety-fiv<>. I 
think the department should provide the 
increased accommodation, particularly as th0 
hot weather will soon be with us, and is 
with us for nine months of the year. It is 
urged that the floor space necessary for each 
child is 8 square feet, but in considering 
that the department apparently does not 
r<>gard the forms and desks, which take up a. 
good deal of space. Jl.foreover, it is not 
conducive to comfort or to efficifnC<' to con
duct fiY£> classes in such a restrictl :i arPa. 
'l'hc furniture most ccrtainlv 'l·educc' the
floor Apace available for each pupil. The 
Mnnkland School was a much bigg<>r sclwol 
sonw years ago, but it only requires n1ining 
to lx encouraged there again for the number 
of pupils to increase. A proposition was put 
before the Mines Denartment to unwatcr 
what is known as the Scottish Gympie nun<', 
which adjoins the Monkland School on the 
Gympie Goldfield area. If the mine is un
watered the whole of the Monkland will go 
ahead, and it will then be necessary to put 
an extra wing on the school for the accom
modation of the pupils. 

I also spoke nreviousl:v in connection with 
the One-mile School, and I would again like
to bring that question before the Minister. 
That work is necessary, and should be clone. 
as there are sufficient pupils attending the
school. 

In regard to provisional schools, the people 
show their bona fides when they actually 
provide the ground and the building; and 
all thev ask is that the ,department shall 
supply a teacher and furniture. \Vhen the 
people show their bona fides to that extent, 
the department should make an effort to 
comply with their wish(·,, as the amount 
required would not be very great. The
teacher is not paid very much, and the 
furniture usually supplied is of very ,cma!I 
value. 

I notice that it is intended to close the 
school at Bell's Bridge. The average atten
dance at that school has fallen simply be
cause a farmer in the district with a 
numerous family shifted into another 
locality, which reduced the number of 
pupils attending the school. It has b0en 

Mr. Tozer.] 
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suggested that the remaining pupils should 
be taught through the correspondence school. 
That might be all right if one of the parents 
had been a school teacher; but the ordinary 
miuer in the district has had no chance of 
an cdu' ation such as the } ounger generation 
get. and so is not qualified to help his 
children throuG'h the correspondence school. 
Some of them have explained to me that 
they would be only too willing to help if 
they had the qualifications ; but they say 
they did not have the advantage of an 
education. Some of the miners came from 
thP old country, and some of them cannot 
p;·en rc,;d or write. Thev have educated 
thcmsPlves to the extent that they can sign 
their names, and some of th0m can read 
print. but that is all. It is a hardship if 
the school, which has been in existence for 
some time, is clo,ed down simply because 
the average attendance has been reduced. 
"\Vhen members of the present Government 
were in opposition, we know how bitterly 
they attacked us if we reduced any of these 
Estimates. It seems strange to find that 
the Estimates presented by hon. members 
opposite show a reduction on ours. 'When 
thev went to the country, they said we had 
done some awful things and had cut down 
these votes ; and they told the people what 
they \·:ould do if they were returned to 
power ; but now, owing to the same circum
BtancEs as those \\hich operated in our time 
tlwy have cut down our Estimates. It seem~ 
to me, therefore, that they practically 
obtained their seats by false pretences. 
'Citimately, no doubt, they will ask the elec
tors to recognise that, owing t,o the financial 
position, they could not carry out their 
11rmui-;es. 

::\Ir. SP ARKES (Dalby) [5.7 p.m.]: I did 
not quite understand what the ::Minister said 
in regard to home project clubs. Is there to 
be a reduction in the expenditure in that 
direction? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
An ordinary school teacher will do some of 
the work, but his salary does not appear m 
this vote. 

::\Ir. SP ARKES: There is no reduction in 
the money to be spent on the clubs? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ; 
IS'o, 

::\lr. SPARKES: I am very glad indeed 
because the:v do a wonderful amount of good: 
Had there been any reduction, I would have 
suggested that one or two• of the forty-tb ·~·3e 
men who are working on the 3,000 acre at 
Gatton College might be cut out in prefer
ence. It is ridiculous to say that forty-three 
men are needed to work such an area, I 
han• not half that amount of labou,· en my 
pl··ce. It does not leave much room for the 
boy' to work. 

;\Ir. R. M. KING (Logan) [5.9 p.m.]: It 
it \Yondedul to notice how hen. members 
on the other side have altered their point 
of vie···. When on this side of the Chamber 
in the last Parliament and during the elec
tion campaign they raised Cain because 
members of the Government had cut do'l.vn 
expenditure. Now they ·•ay, "You must 
tab• into account the economic position ""e 
arc iu.'' \Ye sry that the,\' knew the position 
before the election, but they had nothino- to 
say about it then. They still blame us, "but 
say that we should sympathise with thel!':ll. 
It i" about time they recognised the difli-

[J1r. Tozer. 

culties the Moore Government had to face 
when they were in office. 

:Hr. O'KEEFE: How do you suggest we 
should meet the difficulty? 

Mr. R M. KING : The hon. member for 
Cairns might go to school and learn these 
things from the children, Very often " Out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings cometh 
wisdom," and the hen. member might learn 
a little if his mind "'.ere plastic enough to 
absorb it. 

During an earlier discussion the hon. mem
b<er for Ipswich complained that many of_ the 
1,865 scholarship winners who ol;>tamed 
approved passes were not able to take out 
their scholarships. I pointed out that there 
were high schools, and he said that very 
few of the children were able to take advan
tage of their scholarships there. Let me 
tell him that 95 per cent. of them were able 
to take advantage of their scholarships at 
the high schools. There are thirteen high 
schools in Queensland in addition to six other 
approved schools. That is an effective reply 
to the hon. member. It is absurd to contend 
that the children were deprived of the 
adyantageq of their approved passes, or that 
they suffered by the reduction in the number 
of scholarships. 

I want to add my tPstimony to the splendid 
work carried out by the home' project elu.bs. 
Anyone who has seen the good work earned 
out qy the pig clubs, the poultry c;lubs, and 
other clubs, will be very much . Impressed 
with what is being done. The children are, 
in effect teaching the old man how to walk. 
Many o'f them are able to obtain a. know
ledge that will be of the utmost a~sistance 
to them in after life, and be of considerable 
benefit to their parents in the~r 12resent '?ccu
pations. The fathers are begmnmg to sit up 
and to take notice of what the children know. 
I haYe appreciated the businesslike way in 
whieh the work is carried out. When meet
ings are conducted, one of the younl? men:-
bers occupies the chair, and the J::usmess IS 
transacted in a way that doe·> credit to them 
all. Thev are able to carry out milk and 
cream tests and to perform their duties in 
a.n efficient manner. I do not know much 
about the subject, but I am convinced ~hat 
the children know what they are domg, 
and I dare say that their knowledge is of 
considerable benefit to their parents. 

Very valuaqle assistance is given to the 
home project clu:•s and to their members by 
the Royul National Agrbultural and Indus
trial A,,,odation. The farm lads are cared 
for in camp at the Exhibition grounds at the 
annual exhibition and to some extent they 
take part in th~ show. They are invited 
to meals with leading citizens, and benefit 
considerably by the discussions that ensue 
at t:w meals. The boys thoroughly enjoy the 
experience, and go hsme much enriched in 
knowledge. 

'Ine i10n. member for Port Cm·tis knows a 
go-'d deal about this business, because he has 
beeh closely associated with the home project 
dubs. Probably he would have been much 
better engaged in continuing that ass~cla
tion than in entering the new and precarrous 
sphere of a politician. However, that is his 
lookout. 

I regret exceedingly that the appropriation 
for rural schools has also l]een reduced. 

The SECRETARY FOR PrrBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The amount appropriated this year is the 
same as the amount expended last year. 
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Mr. R. M. KING: I very much regret 
that the appropriation has not been 
ncreased. I regret that some of the money 
dwoted for scholarships has not been utilised 
toprovide additional rural education. It has 
bem emphasised time and time again that 
moce extensive rura,l education is very badly 
req1ired. The Director of Education has 
exp:essed the opinion that boys attending 
com.try schools must be given every oppor-

to develop their manual dexterity and 
fitted for the environment that they 

are to enter later in life. At the rural schools 
they ore able to obtain a knowledge of car
pentry, sheet metal work, leather work, etc., 
and the girls are able to obtain a training 
in domestic science. This is very useful 
work, and assists to fit them for their after 
life. 

my experience of the primary corre
sponde,nc.e classes during my term as Minister 

·charge of the department, I am more 
ever convinced that the system is a very 

one indeed. The pupils of the primary 
correspondence classes have been successful 
in ~SCholarship examinations ,a,nd. indeed, have 
obtained meritorious marks. That is all the 
more remarkable when it is realised that 
manv of the children have never seen the 
inside of a school. It is pleasing to know 
that many of the pupils. propose to sit at the 
echolarship examinatiDns during the ensuing 
year. 

I regret that the report of the department 
not vet to hand. I am sure that we should 

been able to obtain information frDm 
the primary correspondence classes 
other activities of the department 

would have enlightened us a good deal. 
know what a fine system the corre

.sp,ortd{'U(;e course is. 

I want to express my sympathy with the 
Minister at being compelled to close up some 

schools. I know that the position is 
I know as much as he does about 
only difference between our view

points is that the Minister did not recognise 
the difficulty when he was sitting in oppo
sition. I know that there are certain schools 
which, if kept open, would cost the depart
ment £25 per pupil per year. The children 
attending these schools can be educated at 
a cost of £5 per head per year 14nder the 
cConespondence system. It has been argued 
Dil many occasions that the great drawback 
to that system is the lack of the persDnal 
touch, but that, to a great extent, is main
tained by the friendly and encouraging 
remarks which the examiner writes on the 
work submitted by the pupils. The pupil 
and the parent look for those personal 
remarks, and they make up to a large extent 
for lack of persoual touch. The corre
rovuuc~••c~ system is fulfilling a want, and is 

goo-d substitute for a local school. 
that it is not all that can be 

It cannot be claimed that the pupils 
a maximum benefit under the system, 

it has met with a tremendous 
A good deal of the 

system depends on the parent. 
parents, unfortunately, are not edu

mfficiently to give the necessary assist
ance to their children, while some others are 

occupied in their daily tasks to give 
eupervision which is necessary. When 

we ,,-eigh all these disadvantages with the 
advantages, it must be admitted that 

is working remarkably well, and 
results are being obtained. At one 

time I was a strong supporter of the itine
rant teacher; but experience has taught 
me that there is no comparison between the 
two systems. I am glad to kno-w that this 
splendid system of educating our children 
in the sparsely settled districts is being con
tinued and developed, and that the aim of 
the department is to improve it by 
experience. 

I do not wish to deal with the subject of 
schools for aboriginals partict!larly, but I 
refer to it because of recent articles in the 
press. We have two schools for aboriginals. 
The question which the press has raised is 
the matter Df aboriginal children mixing 
with white children in our State schools. i 
commend that matter to the Minister for his 
serious consideration. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [5.24 p.m.]: I per
sonally appreciate the assistJ~~nce rendered 
by the departmental heads to hon. members 
in connection with the school requirements 
of their electorates. I am sorry that the 
vote has been reduced. Advantage has been 
taken of every reduction made by the Moore 
Government. I am sure that, had the 
Moore Government been returned to Dffice, 
at least the young teachers would have been 
given a salary increase, because they are 
on a very low salary now. 

Mr. WATERS: It is a wonder you did not 
hold that opinion when you supported the 
Moore Government. 

Mr. NIMMO : I notice that there are 
thirty-one fewer teachers this year, showing 
that the present Governrrcent are employing 
a reduced staff. 

The Department of Public Instruction is 
one. of which nothing wrong can be said. 
It 1s not the fault of the department that 
some of the product is not too good. No 
finer pnmary educational system exists in 
t~e world. That system 2roduced a number 
of bnlhant men prior to 1914, bearing elo
quent testimony to the excellent foundations 
on which the system was built. 

I dB;sire to impress upon the Minister the 
necessity for carrying out some irrcprove
ments at the Y eronga State school. Y eronga 
i~ one. of. the _most up-to-date and progres
SIVe d1stncts m the metropolis, and there 
are over 1,100 pupils attending the school. 
The accommodation is far from satisfactory 
and, as a result, some children are suffering 
a gr:'at d1sabihty. I urge the Minister to 
prov1dtJ accommodation in conformity with 
the number of pupils attending the school. 

I also ask the Minister to take into con
sideration the building of a school at Tenny
son, which is a suburb that has been sadly 
overlooked. Situated between Yeerongpilly 
and Corind~, it is a delightful place, but 
1s a long distance frorrc the nearest .school. 
Children living in the district usually attend 
the Y eronga State school, and I am told 
that to get there they have to leave home 
at half-past seven in the morning. 

Mr. WATERS: Do you believe that? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. NIMMO: We can imagine the posi
tion of a mother who has to cut up lunches 
to get the children a way to school at that 
hour. In addition, if the child becomes ill 
during attendance at school, it is a long 
way to get a message to the mother. 1!'ur-· 
ther, quite a number of definite cases a re 

.ilir. Nimmo.] 
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known where children have been molested 
on the long journey to the school. 

Mr. WATERS: Why didn't you fix it up 
when you were in the Government? 

Mr. NIMMO: The hon. merrcber is con
tinually making interjections, and butting 
in where he has no right to. 

Mr. WATERS: You're an old woman. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon. 

member for Kelvin Grove to withdraw that 
expression. I will not allow interjections 
of that kind in the Chamber. 

Mr. WATERS: I withdraw. 

Mr. NIMMO: I do not think anyone takes 
very muchl notice of the hon. member. 

Mr. WATERS: No one takes any notice of 
you. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. W. J. CoPLEY interjected. 

Mr. NIMMO : I would advise the hon. 
member to read the "Courier" and see what 
it has to say on the product of .a secondary 
school. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. NIMMO: The Moore Government 
acquired land for the erection of a school 
at Tennyson, and the residents there, as a 
result of various functions held, have col
lected sufficient rr.oney to buy all the requisite 
school furniture. Plans were prepared for 
the school. I would urge the Minister to 
consider the matter, because this school is 
urgently needed. One point I might stress 
is that the children in the district have to 
cross the Fairfield road and another main 
road on their journey to the Y eronga 
State school, and we know that quite a 
number of accidents have occurred on that 
road. It is said that we value the life 
of every child in the State at £2,000. Surely 
the expenditure of the money required :for 
this school is justified in the circumstances ! 
If the school is erected, I am sure that "the 
population of the district will considera hly 
increase. I make a very strong appeal to 
the Minister to go on with the erection of 
this school. A good deal of discussion took 
place in regard to the way in which "the 
Moore Government cut down the vote for 
school requisites, books, etc. ; but, not o~ly 
have the present Government taken advan
tage of the economy effected by the Moore 
Government in that direction, but a further 
£2,000 is being taken off that vote.~ I ;am 
sure that economiBs are necessary; but a 
Government which> was returned on account 
of criticising the Moore Government :for 
making economies which were absolutely 
necessary for the wellbeing of the State should 
not take advantage of those economies a.nd 
make still further economies. 

I notice that last year £56,260 was voted 
for " Sanitation, wages award cleaners, a.nd 
allowances for cleaning of schools, training 
pupil teachers, railway fares for scholars a.nd 
students, etc.," while this year the amount 
asked for is £51,240. 

Fortunately or unfortunately, I had to 
battle very early in life, and did not ha...ve 
any secondary education; but I have giv-en 
my children the advantage of the education 
provided; and I would like to say that more 
attention should be paid in our secondao.ry 
education to the art of speaking and articm
lation. We have hon. members in this Cha..:m
ber who SBem to think that the right w-. .ay 

[Mr. Nimmo. 

of speaking the English language is to put 
on what is commonly called " dog" and a lot 
of "swank." We have learned in this Oharrr 
her how necessary it is to teach our childr<'n 
to articulate words properly. Only last ye'r 
one boy who passed the junior examin3;tim 
was asked by the board of exammers wmre 
he came from but he could not pronounce 
the name of the suburb in which he livel 

Mr. WATERS interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. nem
ber for Kelvin Grove must obey my call to 
order. He will not be permitted to indulge 
in a running fire of interjections. I shall 
not call him to order again. 

Mr~ NIMMO : The question of anicula
tion should receive more attention in our 
secondary schools. I do not know whether 
it will be an improvement 1f lessons ~on 
elocution were introduced, but somethmg 
should be done in this direction. On the 
whole, everything in connec~ion . with the 
Department of Public InstructiOn 1s sa tlsfac
tory. I consider that our system of pnmary 
education will compare more than favour
ably with any system of primary educatiOn 
in the whole world. 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [5.35 p.m.]: I wa& 
very interested in the reply g1 ven by the 
Minister this morning in regard to State 
schools on the vote for " Chief Office." I 
was particularly interested in his reply. to the 
hon. member for Ipswich, when he said that 
it was the intention to erect an mtermedmte 
school at Ipswich. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
I did not say that. 

Mr. KENNY: I accept~ the h~n. gentle
man's denial but he defimtely sa1d that he 
was going into the question, and the reqt!.est 
would more than likely be granted, a~d, 
realising that the hon. member for ~PS';VlCh 
is a Government supporter, I am mclmed 
to think that the request will be grant~d. 
I am taking time by the forelock, and w1sh 
to suggest that the Minister should also 
investigate the position in the tobacco areas. 
If money is avail;able for an ~ntermed1ate 
school at Ipswich, 1! s~ould. be diVerted fro:n 
that object and pnonty g1ve~ to school_s m 
the tobacco areas. In IpswiCh there lS a 
girls' grammar school which' is not half full, 
and, whilst facilities of that character .are 
available in a large centre of populatwn, 
the needs of the country children sh.ould 
receive preference if any further exp.enditure, 
is possible. I merely sound a warnmg, and 
make this request in the interests of the 
outlying portions of the State. 

I said this morning that the country scho~ls 
were penalised, and the vote we are d!s
ClJ.SSing bears out my argument. There has 
been a reduction in the amount set .apa;rt 
for organising the farm project cl)lbs, and 
no itinerant teacher has been provided for. 
It may be argued that there is no necessity 
for these items and that a teacher may 
be transferred to this work. Anticipating 
that that will be the argument of the 
Minister, I proceed further, a;;d fir:d that 
the amount set down for Eqmpment, 
travelling expenses, allow.anCE)S, etc., of 
itinerant teacher" is cut out th1s year, that 
the amount set down for tra veiling expenses 
generally is reduced from £5,000. to £3,400, 
and that " Incidental expenses, railway fares 
of pupils attending high schools, ~tc.(' are 
reduced by £1,570. I am not obJectmg tc> 
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I am supporting my argu
country districts and co11ntry 

are being penalised, because all 
things I have mentioned apply particu
to the country schools. The itinerant 

and home project clubs have been 
advantage. I do not think the 

realises it to the fullest extent. If 
attend some schools where they 
out this work, he would be sur

interest taken in the work by 
I think that we couk! go even 

direction than we have. 
I do not take this stand in order to score 

Dff the Minister. I ask for an explanation. 
We afford to sacrifice country chil-
dren interests of those in the city 
who every facility for education, both 
primary and secondary, right to the univer
sity. In the country we have the Dne
teacher school, where the teacher suffers a 
great disability as well as the children, for 
the reason that the former has to teach all 
the classes. I agree that the Director of 
Education, considers very seriously, the 
adaptability of the teacher he sends to such 
a school; and in some of them we have 
teachers who would be a credit to any depart
ment ; but one man cannot teach six Dr 
seven classes as efficiently as he can one 
class. 

lYlr. WATERS : Where .are there six or 
seven classes? 

Mr. KENNY: In every one-tea·cher school. 
You have children of the same range of ages 

in the city, and they have all to be taught 
one teacher. 

Every encouragement should be given to 
the teachers and to the children. The depart
ment should provide the most efficient 
teachers for< the one-teacher schools, and the 
remuneration should be a sufficient induce
ment for teachers to express a desire to go 
to these schools. In the larger school.s the 
teacher who has passed certain examinations 
is paid a higher salary. The teachers at the 
one-teacher schools should have their salaries 
fixed a higher grade because of the fact 
that are performing much more difficult 
duties. 

In my electorate we have schools where 
black children and white children are inter
mingled. I am one of those who do not 
belieYe in that. I consider that in Queens
land it is desirable to draw the line in this 
mattex. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, B1·emer) 
[5.43 p.m.J: I shall immediately look into 
the matters raised by the hon. member for 
Gympie in connection with the Monkland and 
t~e One Mile schools. Very often the peti
tioner~ who seek a new school state that so 
many children are available for enrolment 
but the real question is : How manv childre,; 
are available for that school when the schools 
in the neighbourhood absorb aJl the children 
within a reasonable distance? The question 
is : What is the enrolment, and what 
Is the I believe that 
s~hools wherever pos-
S!Qle. a good thing 
to child, but that 

be a good thing 

complained that the children who attended 
the whools where the attendance is small 
did not have the same opportunities as the 
children who attended the larger schools, but 
that is not so. In the smaller schools, with 
efficient teachers, there are better opportuni
ties to give individuaJ attention than in 
schools where the attendance is very much 
larger. It is an' established fact that in the 
arithmetic test instituted by the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research the 
children in the country schools showed up as 
well as the children in the city schools. 

The hon. member for Oxley has stated that 
the people of Tennyson desire a school in 
their locality; but theBe children are withm 
reasonable distance of the Yeronga schools, 
and to my mind it would be better to save 
the expenditure upon a new school at Tenny
son and spend it upon some of the schods 
that are so urgently required in ·country dis
tricts. Attention will be given to the requne
ments of the Tennyson district at some later 
date. 

I could reply to the remarks of the hon. 
member for Cook in connection with the 
home project club organiser, but I refer him 
to the report of " Hansard " for to-day. I 
went over the whole of the ground when he 
was out of the Chamber, and there is no 
reason why I should go over it again. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [5.47_ p.m.]: I 
desire to make some comment upon the atti
tude of certain teache1'S as regarding the 
presentation of school prizes and exhibition 
at local shows as unprofessional conduct. I 
am rather surprised that some of the teachers 
take up that attitude. I always commended 
the teachers who encouraged their children 
to take part in the local shows. It creates 
that little l;lit of rivalry that must be so good 
for all the children and for the school. I oan 
see no harm whatever in encouraging 
children tD exhibit in the local show. This 
should be encouraged as much as possible, 
and teachers should not regard activities in 
this direction aB constituting unprofessional 
conduct. Some teachers are of the opinion 
that scholarship classes should not be held. 
If pupils in a school desire to enter for the 
s·cholarship examination, every encourage
ment should be given to them to sit, and, if 
necessary,. for the teacher to hold special 
classes. Those special classes can, and ought 
to, be held in ordinary school hours. Some 
teachers look upon that as unprofessional 
conduct, and consider that such a viewpoint 
should not be encouraged. 

In many localities where rural schools are 
established exhibits of the work of the pupils 
are org·anised for the local show. Sir 
Matthew Nathan, Sir John Goodwin, and 
the present Governor have all taken par
ticular interest in those exhibits. It is advis
able that they should be displayed. A few 
years ago I opened the annual show at Been
leigh, where a very fine rural school exists. 
I was greatly disappointed that no exhibits 
from that school were displayed, although 
Beenleigh was the centre of a rural district. 
I knew the school was an excellent one, and 
that it was staffed by excellent teachers. I 
learned that no exhibit was made from the 
'llchool because of circumstances over which 
the maste·r had no control. In the following 

a marvellous exhibit displayed .by 
school. It reflected greatest credit 

~n those responsible for and I did 
hesitate to give credit to 
I am sorry, indeed, that some 

Mr. R. 111. 
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upon such exhibits as unprofessional conduct. 
I do not know whether they consider their 
organisation to he beneath their dignity. I 
hope that state of affairs will not exist much 
longer, and that whe>re pupils desire to 
exhibit they will be encouraged to do so. 

Mr. NIMMO (O.x:ley) [5.52 p.m.]: Though 
I have no desire to see the State school 
at Tennyson constructed at the expense of 
the education of the people in the conntrv 
nevertheless I am disttppointed at the repjJ 
of the lVrinister. The Government are to-day 
looking for avenues whereby unemployed 
artisans may be given suitable work. There 
is no question about the necessity for a school 
at Tennyson. Mr. Bebbington, one of the 
departmental inspectors, who inqui•red into 
the application, told me that his inquiries 
revealed the fact that no district in the 
metropolitan area required educational 
facilities as urgently as the Tennyson dis
trict. The whole of the material required for 
the school building, with the exception of 
the iron for the roof and glass for the 
windows, wonld provide work for our unem
ployed. I press the Minister to reconsider 
his decision in this matter. 

Item (State Schools) agreed to. 

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND AND DEAF. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
[5.53 p.m.J: I move-

" That £4,885 be granted for ' School 
for the Blind and Deaf.' " 

This institution was previously under the 
control of the Home Department jointly 
with the industrial side of the Queensland 
Blind, Deaf, and Dumb Institution, bu.t in 
January, 1931, it wa.s assigned to the ad:min
istration of the Department of Public 
Instruction. The appropriation required is 
for the purpose of the school only. It pro
vides for the salaries of the instructional and 
domestic staff and the general maintenance 
of the institution. It shows a total reduc
tion of £637 in comparison with last year's 
appropriation, of which amount £600 is due 
to economies effected in the item " Con· 
tingencies. '' 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [5.54 p.m.]: I 
do not know whether hon. members have 
availed themselves of the opportunity of 
visiting and inspecting the school for the 
blind and deaf. It is a splendid institu-tion, 
as you know, Mr. Hanson. At first thought 
~me wo~rld regard th~ work. of imparting 
mstructwn to these affircted chrldren as being 
almost impossible; yet the patience, :sym· 
pathy, and affection of the teachers have pro· 
duced wonderfnlly good results. It W<luld 
appear that in their afflicted state the u:nim
paired senses of these children become rr.ore 
highly developed. I simply marvelled at 
the manner in which blind children C'<luld 
conduct sports-blind children recogn:ising 
others simply by their voices. One C'<luld 
not credit that these children, lacking the 
ability to see, could guide the visitor along 
the various paths at the institution and 
remind him that this or that obstacle was 
to be avoided. All these actions bes.,oke 
the thoroughness of the training which was 
given; and it speaks volumes for the O"'<::tra
ordinary patience of the teachers who :1-J.a ve 
undertaken the education of these chile&ren, 
because they have achieved marveilous 
results although labouring under tremen.Oous 
difficulties. I strongly recommend any hon. 

[M1'. R. M. King. 

n:ember who has not yet done so to 
children at work and. at play. It 
object lesson to him. 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [5.56 p.m.]: I 
pleasure in expressing my appreciation 
the wonderful work that is being done at 
institution. I consider Mr. Holle a 
fu! teacher. I had only to see these 
at work and play to realise the 
benefits that the institution is ~m>fPl'nnP' 
on them. Nor are the benefits 
children from the metropolis, 
institution has pupils from all parts of 
State, including two from my own elec-
torate. Several visits have brought formbly 
to my mind the groat work which is bei11g 
done-work that will be of incalculable bene
fit in later life. 

One feature which particularly attracted 
my attention was the instruction in hp read
ing which was given to son:e of these children. 
I call to mind the case of an ex-soldier, who 
was blinded at the war, and who is now 
running his. own station in the Gulf of 
Carpent.aria. Resolutely facing the future, 
that man, on his return from the war, 
decided to learn to nse his hands without 
the use of his eyes. So much progress ha& 
he shown that he can mend barbed wire 
fences. He accompanies the stockmen on 
horseback, .and although his services are not 
in demand, yet he manages to rnn h1s own 
property. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon .. 
member to deal with the vote. 

Mr. W. J. COPLEY interjected. 

Mr. KENNY: I would point out to the 
hon. merrcber and his colleagues on the back 
bench the importance of taking to heart that 
Japanese motto of the three little monkeys 
who " Hear no evil; see no evil; speak no 
evil!" 

Mr. W. J. CoPLEY : It is a Chinese motto, 
anyway. 

Mr. KENNY: Then go to China ! (Laugh
ter.) 

The training of these children to use their 
hands, even though the children are unfortu
nately blind, enables them to do useful work 
in the community. 

Item (School for the Blind and Deaf} 
agreed to. 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND APPRENTICESHIP 
OO!YIJ\fiTTEES. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer} 
[7 p.m.]: I move-

" That £84,432 be granted for· 
' Technical Education and ApprentiCe
ship Committees.' " 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) [7.1 p.m.]: I 
wish to pay a tribute to the late Mr. ~earne. 
During his occupancy of the pos1tlon of 
Principal of the Central Technical College, 
Mr. Wearne did excellent work. He was a 
very capable man, and I do n?t know 
whether a successor has been appomted. I 
know that Mr. McGillivray was appomted 
Acting Principal, and I should like to know 
what is intended in regard to the appomt
ment of a successor to the late Mr. Wearne. 

I ·desire also to say a word in connection 
with the excellent services rendered by Mrs. 
Young as head of the Domestic Science Class 
at the Central Technical College. She did: 
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excellent work while occupying that posi
tion, and I regr<:t very much that. her ser
vices are to be dispensed with. It IS rather 
a pity that that is so, but I recognise that she 
has reached the age when the Government's 
policy of retiring public servants after a 
certain age comes into effect. She did very 
excellent work, and it will be difficult to fill 
her place. 

I should also like to refer to the services 
of Mrs. Brydon, but, as Mrs. Brydon was not 
connected with the Central Technical Col
ledge, I am afraid that I shall not be in 
order in referring to her very excellent 
services. 

Generally speaking, the work of the techni
cal colleges is being well done. The different 
instructors are doing their jobs to the best 
of their ability. Mr. Morris is an excellent 
man, and does his work with credit to him
self and to the department. 

There is one side to our technical colleges 
which should not be lost sight of, and that 
is the sporting side and the rivalry that 
exists in that connection between the different 
sections. It is a pleasure to visit the sports 
gatherings of the pupils of the technical 
college and see the healthy manner in which 
they conduct their sports meetings. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) [7.6 p.m.J: We all 
recognise that many of our children derive 
very great benefit from technical education. 
and I am sorry to see that the vote has been 
reduced again, after all that was said by 
hon. members opposite during the election 
campaign about the way in which the late 
Government had cut down expenditure. 

I notice that at the central technical 
college, the number of instructors and em
ployees generally was 197 last year and is 
only 178 this year, a reduction of nineteen. 
The number of instructors at the countrv 
technical colleges and vocational. centres ha's 
been reduced from 225 to 220, and in other 
technical colleges there is a further reduc
tion in the staff. I recognise the need for 
economy in the present circumstances, and 
[ am just drawing attention to what was 
said by hon. members opposite during the 
election campaign about the economies 
practised by the Moore Government. Advan
tage is being taken of every one of those 
economies by the present Government. No 
vote has been reinstated. but further 
economics are being made 'in every direc
tion; and I record my protest against the 
insincerity of hon. members opposite, who 
led the electors to believe that everything 
was to be changed and that there was to be 
no deflation. 

Mr. FOLEY: If Y':lU had left a few bob in 
the Treasury, thmgs would have been 
different. 

Mr. NIMMO: Over £1,000,000 was left in ' 
the Treasury, and we had the promise of the 
Premier that £2,500,000 would be raised 
from the citizens of Queensland. Had the 
late Government squandered money as the 
present Government have done, they would 
have left nothing for hon. members opposite; 
but by conserving the resources of the 
country, a fair amount was left. 

I hope that technical education will be 
continued. I join with the ex-Secretary for 
Public Instruction in referring to the loss 
by the retirement of Mrs. Brydon, who was 
associated with technical education in the 
domestic science classes. Many of the girls 
of this State owe a great deal to her instruc-

tion, and it is gratifying to be able to let 
it be known through " Hansard" that she 
retires with the knowledge that she has done 
wonderful work. 

Mr. TOZER (Gympie) [7.10 p.m.]: This 
vote is reduced by £5,867-a ~airly la~·ge 
amount. Railway fares and freights, prmt
ing, stationery, etc., have been reduced by 
£490 in the case of the central admmistra
tion alone. There is also a reduction of 
£1186 under the heading of "Contin
gCl'tcies" in connection with country technical 
colleges and vocational centres. 'I'hat also 
seems to be a very big reduction. Presum
ably the pupils who enjoy the privilege ?f 
railway fares are going to suffer, whiCh will 
certainly be a hardship on them. The mem
bers of the party opposite always contended 
that the late Government cut down expen
diture in every way, but they are doing 
considerably more in that way themselves. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bnme,,) 
[7.12 p.m.J: I join with other hon. members 
who have expressed regret. at the qeath of 
Mr. vVearne, and pay a tnbute to his work.
vVe also regret the death of Mr. Saunders,, 
of the Ipswich Technical College, and the,
departure of Mrs. Young, of the Central< 
Technical College, who recently reached the 
age of retirement from the pubhc ~ervice. 
Although there is a reduction ip th1s vote, 
the services have not been impaired. There 
is a big reduction in "Contingencies," due 
to the fact that equipment purchas~d last 
year will not have to be purchased th1.s year. 
A big reduction has been made possible b.v 
reorganisation of the staff, of the classes, 
and of the work generally. 

Item (Technical E-ducation and Apprentice
ship Committees) agreed to. 

HOME SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT. 
CHIEF OFFICE. 

The HOME SECRE'TARY (Hon. E. M, 
Hanlon, Ithaca) [7.13 p.m.]: I move-;-

" That £7 482 be granted for Home 
Secretary's Department, Chief Office.' " 

The appropriation has been re.duced this ye~r 
by £481. There is a reductiOn of £125. m 
the salary of the supervising mechar:wai 
engineer, he having reached the ag!" .hmit 
and has reverted to the mimmurn 
salary of his classification. There IS one 
typist less in the office, due to . a change of 
Ministers. The previous Mmister had .a 
typist to assist his private secretary, but. this 
typist is not requiy~d by me. The 1te~ 
"Gratuity and Retmng Allowance, £~53, 
does not appear th1s year. The salary or the· 
Assistant Under Secretary has been restored 
to £800. One junior clerk reachec\ the age of 
twenty-one years, and is now• entitled to the
basic wage o.f £221 per annum. 

Item agreed to, 

RELIEF OF ABORIGINALS. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. K l\L 
Hanlon, lthaca): I move-

" That £39,878 be granted for ' Relief 
of Aboriginals.' " 

Mr. MOORE (A"tbiqny) [,7.15 P·J?·]: I 
h>Lve not had an opportunity of readmg. the
report of the Chief Protecto~. . There ~s a 
small reduction in the appropnatwn re.qmred 
for this sub-department this year. Durmg the 
past two years efforts have been made_ to· 
make aboriginal stations self-supportmg. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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Equipment has been provided, and an 
endeavour has been made to train the abo
rigines to grow various erops and to pro
vide their timber reqmrements. This is 
l:.leing done with the object of reducing the 
cost of maintenanDe of these institutions. l 
know that in some cases it is very difficult 
booause the quality of the land is very poor; 
but in other Dases dairy her·ds have been 
built up, and to some extent the .aborigines 
are providing a portion of their food re
quirements under proper supervision. I 
should like to know how far this system has 
been extended, and what progress has been 
made. The Woorabinda settlement embraces 
a fairly large area, and it is only reasonable 
to expect the aborigines to provide some of 
their food requirements. A little while ago 
I read that the aborigines at the Yarrabah 
mission station were performing a good deal 
of valuable work at the settlement. That 
would probably be the means of effecting 
considerable saving in the upkeep of these 
stations. I know that on a number of the 
settlements that the aborigines are hired out. 
There is always a large number of them on 
the various settlements; and the idea should 
be to inculcate among those in charge the 
idea of making the settlements as self
supporting as possible. The Minister might 
give the Committee some information as to 
how far this result has been achieved or 
whether efforts are being continued to make 
the settlements a lesser charge on revenue. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Murilla) [7.20 
p.m.] : I notice that the proportion payable 
from the standing account in connection with 
the Palm Island Settlement has increased 
from £175 in 1961-32 to ±:1,596 in 1932-33-an 
enormous difference-while in the case of the 
Woorabinda Settlement the proportion pay
able from the standing account for the cur
rent financial year is £1,204, no arnount 
being credited against the previous fina. 1wial 
year. These two items would more than 
account for any decrease in expenditure. I 
would like to know just what those amounts 
mean. 

According to the appropriation asked for 
there is very little reduction in the vot~ 
m;der this heading compared with last :year. 
Tne cost of hvmg has come down consider
ably, and the cost of maintenance on the 
stations should show a reduction during the 
last three yewrs. As the Leader of the Oppo
sition stated, we want to know what effort 
is being made to make these settlements self
supporting. Every effort made by the Go
vernment to reduce taxation will be wel
comed. Industry is suffering greatly from 
taxation, both State and FederaL Any 
reductiOn m expenditure and taxatwn will 
bene.fit the wage earne'r just as much as the 
business men or, as some hon. members -term 
him, the capitalist. Taxes are paid b:y the 

not by business men. An inorea,sing 
should therefore be made bv the Go

vernment to reduce expenditure b;, ma.kino
all abo/igina 1 settleme_nts more self-sup ]port~ 
mg. v\Te have no desue to force the a bori
gines to suffer any hardship, but it nJ~takes 
for the contentment if they are 
assigned or given work to do. Su_ch a 
policy benefits the aborigine bu >t the 

taxpayer. 

(Cook) [7.23 p.m.]: I 
in the appropriation 
have had the 
of the mission 
also other 

[Mr. Moore. 

ments. A great deal of venereal diseas?, 
as well as leprosy, exists amon~ the abprr
gines and these two diseases reqmre tacklmg. 
The 'Government should make a definite 
drive to have an inspection made of our 
natives. It is not a matter to he treated 
lightly. The only reason why it has not been 
tackled before is on account of the lack of 
finance. The various Government medrcal 
officers have not been given power to compe1 
aborigines to report for inspection. The 
Government should make it compulsory for 
every employer of aboriginal labou~ to com
pel his employees to report on a !ir-:en date 
for medical inspection. Any abo_ngmal suf
fering f·rom disease should be Isolated. I 
was surprised at the large number who were 
being treated at Fantome Island, t.he accom
modation being taxed to the lrmit when I 
was there last. Money should be provided 
for greater facilities to cope with the posi
tion which is being allowed to go on 
unchecked for years, because with the pass
age of the years disease is not decreasmg. 
The Government have no excuse for not tack
ling the position. Money spent in that 
direction will be a wise expenditure, and the 
white 'race as well as the aborigines. in the 
outlving portions of the State will be pro
tected. I urge the Minister to discuss the 
matter with the Chief Protector, and have 
an investigation made by his officers .. I am 
sure that the Chief Protector will venfy my 
statements. 

The Leader of the Opposition has re~erred 
to the advisability of making the aborrgmal 
settlements self-supporting. I am convinced 
that that can be done. In many directions 
the aborigines could extend their activities. 
For example, we are importing a consider
able quantity of tea; yet on the Atherton 
Tableland we have land that is suitable for 
the cultivation of tea, the only drawback 
being the impossibility of growing it where 
the work of picking is done by white labour, 
the cost being prohibitive. To-day the 
aborigines are drinking tea grown by black 
labour in Ceylon and other parts of the 
world. We too, are drinking tea from the 
same sourc~ My contention is that the 
department ·should set aside a portion of 
suitable land in North Queensland a_nd 
experiment with the growing of tea wrth 
aboriginal labour. At least sufficient locally 
grown tea would be available for the abo
rigines. I think the result would prove that 
the industry could be established in North 
Queensland. 

Coffee and cocoa might also be grown 
there. Coffee grown in North Queensland 
years ago proved that we could produce 
coffee second to none in the world. The 
cultivation of tea has not so far been 
attempted because of the white labour diffi
culty. I know that, if I were to suggest 
that we should develop the industry in 
Queensland by aboriginal labour, I wo:rld 
be condemned by hon. members opposrte, 
but I cannot see any difference betwet;n 
drinking tea grown by black labour m 
Ceylon and drinking tea grown by our own 
aborigines in Queensland. I commend the 
suggestion to the Minister. 

Thursday Island, which has one <;>f the 
hottest climates in Australia, and rs the 
outpost of my electorate, is debarred from 
the assistance of Tor-res Strait natives for 
domestic service in the township. White 
labour is una.vailable and it is a burning 
auestion with the re~idents there that the 
Home Department shc11ld refuse to allow 
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native women under a certain age to be 
emploved in domestic service there. I 
object" to the slur which is inferentially cast 
on the Thursday Island people, who are no 
worse than any other people in the State. 
In every other town in Queensland aborigines 
can be used for domestic and other service 
in the home; yet Thursday Island is singled 
ont for this unfair treatment. I have dis
cussed the matter with the Ohief Protector 
on many occasions, and, although I agree 
with him on many points, I disagree with 
his attitude on this matter. Surely it cannot 
be suggested that Thursday Island residents 
are more immoral than other people! If 
that is the argument, then the difficulty 
could be overcome by control. I appeal to 
the Minister tc rectify this anomaly. The 
control of the Chief Protector is proving 
very satisfactory to the aborigines themselves, 
and the time has arrived when the depart
ment should take full control of the whole of 
the aboriginals in Queensland and take con
trol away from the police. The Chief Pro
tector should exercise control through his 
own department apart altogether from the 
Police Department. That is one reason why 
I anticipated that an extra amount of money 
wouJ.d be asked for on this vote. The 
Aboriginal Department requires an inspec
tor of its own altogether outside the police 
to inspect the activities of the aborigines 
throughout the State. I say definitely that 
an inspector should be provided and the 
Chief Protector should be given the power 
to send him to any part of the State. If 
that were done, we should soon see the bene
fit of giving this department control of the 
whole of the aborigines of the State. Even 
at this late stage, although the money does 
not appear in this vote, the Minister should 
try to make an extra amoqnt available so 
that complete control will be given to the 
Aboriginal Department, and ·a medical in
spection should be made of every aboriginal 
at large to-day. If it costs £10,000, the 
necessary money should be provided for a 
hospital to treat the disease which I say 
definitely exists amongst the aborigines 
to-day. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango) [7.32 p.m.]: l 
agree with the Leader of the Opposition 
that something should be done to make the 
aboriginal settlements self-supporting. I 
have advocated that that be done quite a 
number of times in this Chamber; and 1 
believe in later years a special effort has 
been made along those lines. I know more 
about the Cherbourg Aboriginal Settlement 
in my own electorate, formerly known as 
the Barambah settlement. I · think that 
reserve contains about 13,000 acres, and it 
is quite close to a thickly settled part, and 
quite close to the railway ; and I think 
the time has arrived when the Home Secre
tary might take into consideration the 
advisability of cutting up a portion of 
that area for settlement purposes and 
bringing it under cultivation. The land 
may not be as rich as other areas in that 
district; nevertheless, with fertilisers and 
up-to-date farming methods, a good deal 
more could be done in that direction than 
is done at the present time. The Chief Pro
tector, the superintendent of that station, 
and also the ex-Home Secretary, deserve a 
great deal of credit for the way the settle
ment has been built up. There are wonderful 
buildings there, and the whole of the timber 
necessary was drawn and sawn by tbo help 
of the aborigines, and much of the labour 

required for the. building was also performed 
by them. Of course, that is quite right. As 
the Home Secretary probably knows, the 
settlement is situated on Barambah Oreek, 
and a certain amount of cultivation is done 
in the little pockets along the creek. The 
hon. gentleman might take into consideratiOn 
the question of irrigating the small flats by 
the sprinkler method. It is wonderful what 
even 5 acres can produce when properly n-ri
gated under that system. The area could 
be extended as time goes on, but there rs not 
a great deal of good land on the creek. 

'l'here is another matter that will have to 
be taken into consideration before very long, 
and that is the question of the growing town 
of Murgon, which is within 3! miles of this 
aboriginal reserve. I believe that some of 
the later buildings are within 3 miles of 
the settlement. Eventually the Govern
ment will have to consi·der the removal 
of the settlement in view of the fact that 
a large white population is growing up in 
the district and there is a growing town 
within 3 miles o-f it. I realise that it will 
be a big job, because, as the Home Secre
tary will find when he visits the place in the 
near future, very large. buildings have beeDJ 
erected which will cost a good deal to 
remove. At the same time it will readily 
be understood that an aboriginal settlement 
of that description so near to a large and 
growing' white population is undesirable in 
the interests both of the settlement and the 
white people, and its removal will have to be 
considered, if not in the ne.ar future, at any 
rate when funds are available. The superin
tendent has made wonderful strides, but it i& 
possible to bring more land under cultivation, 
and perhaps to ringbark all the timber that, 
is not marketable .and cannot be used by the 
settlement. Any land that cannot be used 
should be cut up for settlement by people 
who want land in that district. As I say, 
it is close to the railway. 

A request was made to the Department 
<lf Public Instruction some time ago for 
:furniture and a teacher for the white 
children on the settlement, and the depart
~ent came to the rescue immediately, which 
is another step in the right direction. I hope 
the Home Secretary will visit the settlement 
soon, but, before he goes, I hope he will find 
out exactly how the population has increased 
in the locality. 

Mr. PETERSON (Fitzroy) [7.39 p.m.]: I 
desire to pay a corr_p]iment to the Chief 
Protector and his staff for the very able 
r~anner in which they discharge their duties. 
A.s Home Secretary, I had the opportunity 
o,f seeing the administration at its best, and 
P.erhaps even at its worst. When the present 
Bome Secretary visits the places I visited 
last year, he will realise that, if every other 
d €partment did the same good work and 
g-<>t the same results, we would be very 
fortunate indeed. If the hon. gentleman 
takes the opportunity of seeing all the 
stations that I saw, it will be an eye-opener· 
to him, and the experience gained will help 
him to administer the department perhaps
even better than I adrr.inistered it. 

We cannot complain about the reduction 
irJ>. the vote. There is no reason why we· 
sJ:l.-ould. Owing to the unfortunate financial 
Cl rcumstances, the Moore Government were· 
ccampelled to reduce even the appropriations 
fo.r the aborigines, and this year I notice· 
a reduction has been made to the extent 
or about £1,830; but there is always a 

Mr. Peterson.] 
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breaking point beyond which we cannot go. 
In many cases the abongmes on the islands 
in Torres Strait are usefully employed. You 
have the very old men and women who are 
maintained by those who are looking for 
pearl and trochus shell, and you have also 
the children. Only a limited number are 
picked for the occupations I have rrentioned, 
and can therefore go out and earn money 
but if ever Socialism in the true sense existed 
anywhere, it is to be found in these islands. 
There the true communal spirit holds 
sway. The older blacks are maintained by 
the younger ones, who regard it as their duty 
to their community. If the Minister visits 
the lonely islands away to the north of Torres 
Strait, near New Guinea, he will find that 
wonderful work is being done by the attend
ants living under very isolated conditions, 
qUite out of the ordmary track of steamers. 
I haYe to pay a tribute to the work they 
have performed. I believe that the Queens
land aborigines have an aggregate amount 
of £250,000 standing to their credit in the 
Queensland Treasury. The State of Queens
land has had, and still has, the use of that 
money at a certain rate of interest. The 
biggest part of it will nev~r be claimed by 
rte owners, and we should grve the aborigines 
credit for having assisted the State in allow
ing it the use of this large surr.· of money. 
One of the aborigines in the islands informed 
me that he had about £2,000 to his credit 
in the bank. The aborigines of the islands 
are men of excellent physique, and are a 
better type than the mainland natives. In 
the main, they are able to reproduce a species 
of an improved type, and the half-caste 
element is not so prevalent as it is on the 
mainland. 

The auxiliary ketch "Molbidir" is utilised 
to convey officials, stores, and provisions to 
the various settlements in Torres Strait. 
When I was Home Secretary, I decide·<:\ that 
I would replace this boat by a vessel that was 
seaworthy, ,as the " Melbidir " is not a sea-
worthy vessel. , 

Mr. KENNY: It is not a ship at alL 

Mr. PETERSON: The hon. m.ember 
knows, because he was sick all the time_ The 
boat is badly designe.d, and should n<Jw be 
scrapped. It is nnfair to ask the Govern
ment officials in those far-removed places to 
man a boat of this type. It is imperative 
that she should be replaced, even if it be 
neces<>ary to resort to " Golden Casket" fund:> 
for the purpose. The Home Secnetary 
should see thrs boat for himself, when be will 
reaJise that what I say is perfectly C'Orrect. 
A newer and bigger boat would mal.;:e for 
economy in that only two trips would be 
necessary where three trips are now re<quired 

Much has been said to-day on the question 
of education. The aboriginal children 
throughout the islands are receiving an excel
lent standard of education, quite compc arable 
with the primary education provided the 
mainland. When I sailed into Saibai ust off 
the New Guinea coast at dusk one eve::ning I 
met a dusky native who inquired if Jack 
Lang had yet been kicked out of New South 
Wales; and he asked me how Mr. Th"flodore 

getting on in the Dalley seat. (Lau~hter.) 
natives had obtained certain' in forma

from their children, who had re;ad the 
'"'w"n".n"'" to them. The Chief r-rote·ct-·n,. 

is not wise 
same 

to the 

The Roman Caholic, Church of England, 
Presbyterian, and other missions are doing 
excellent work, but there is a tendency to 
over-educate the aboriginal children. 

Mr. COSTELLO: I am afraid so. 

Mr. PETERSON: The result will be dis
aster in the future, and I feel that the matter 
should be inquired into immediately. 

Splendid efforts are being made !'o make 
the aboriginal stations se!f-supportmg. At 
Palm Island and other islands the natives not 
only engage in the pearl and trochus shell 
industries but they have also cultrvated the 
Mauritius' bean to provide a fertiliser for the 
sugar fields. Owing to the dry weather, ~h.e 
crops were not so successful as was antrcr
pated, but ,a great deal of money ?as been 
expended and very useful work rs bemil' done. 
There is a very large market for this bean 
in our sugar districts. It might be a g'!od 
suggestion to experiment with tea growmg 
on some of the settlements, but I do not 
know whether our climate or the soil on the 
settlements is suitable for the, purpose. 

Mr. KENNY : Tea has been grown success
fully at Lake Barrine for fourteen years. 

Mr. PETERSON: It would not be difficult 
to make the experiment. We do know, how
ever, that the Mauritius bean can be grown 
successfullY f!iYen reasonable weather condi-
tions. c '· 

One of the grave problems which I observed 
while in charge of the Home Departrrcent 
was that of our half-caste aborigines. It 
rather hurts one's feelings in visiting various 
places in the Gulf of Carpentaria to see the 
number of half-caste aboriginal children. In 
fact, it is a sad sight. I have often wondered 
whether it could not be made a pumshable 
offence for white men particularly to consort 
with aboriginal women. I recognise the 
difficulties bnt the number of half-castes i' 
increasing' rapidly, and it makes one appre
hensive lest ultimately we shall be called 
upon to deal with a quadroon problem. Any 
action the Home Secretary can take to retard 
the increase in the nUl!lber of half-castes wrll 
meet with the approbation of all concerned. 

I hope the Minister will have as happy, a 
tenure of office as I had, and that his rela
tions with the officials, particula~rly with the 
Chief Protector and his staff, will be as 
cordial. I feel sure that these gentlerr;en 
will do everything _in their powe;r to help 
the Minista to conduct the affarrs of the 
aboriginal with the least possible 
expense to community. 

We must all realise that Australia was the 
black man's countrv. and that we took it 
from him, not hy " ~on quest, but by Cf:?n:
mandeering. We owe a duty to tne aborrgr
nal, and, as the years go by, I hope that 
Queensland will always do her duty to the 
fullest extent possible by too native race, 
and at the same time see that they get 
adequate service in return. No exception 
can be taken to the vote. Everything seems 
to be quite in order, and I offer these few 
observations merely with a view to assisting 
the Minister. 

Mr. C. TAYLOR (Winclsor) [7.50 p.m.]: A 
fair quantity of Mauritius beans is be.ing 
imported into Queensland at the present trme 
frorr:' Fiji. It has struck me that they can 
be successfully on our aboriginal settle-

No experimentation is required _before 
a crop is secured. They can be grown JUSt m 
the same manner as the cow pea or ordinary 
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bean, and a splendid market exists for them 
in our sugar districts. They are ploughed 
into the ground by the sugar-grower, and 
are considered to be a very good fertiliser. 
They fetch a high price. Evidently they 
are not grown in large quantities in Fiji. If 
their growth is embarked on on these settle
ments, it might help to make them self
supporting. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, lthaca) [7.52 p.m.] : The Leader of 
the Opposition said that it should be the 
endeavour of the Government to make the 
aboriginal settlemehts as DE· a rly as possible 
self-supporting. I do not believe that any 
hon. member thinks that these settlements 
can be made self-supporting at present or 
even in the· near future; but no doubt con
siderable improvement can be made by con
tinued organisation, and continuing the 
endeavours that are being made to get the 
natives to do something for themselves and 
thus make the settlements more self
supporting. The department is quite satis
fied that the Mauritius bean mentioned by 
the hon. member for Fitzrov and the hon. 
member· for Windsor can 'be successfully 
grown on Palm Island. The first attempt 
to grow this bean did not meet with a great 
deal of success, but results since obtained 
justify the belief that the Mauritius bean 
can be grown and marketed successfully at 
Palm Island. 

There is certainly room for a little exten
sion in the cattle industry on the settlements 
in Central and Southern Queensland. An 
officer of the public service who investigated 
the position reported that the Woorabinda 
settlement could certainly oarry more cattle 
than at present. The production of cattle 
will be one means of reducing the cost of 
this settlement. Everyone realises the im
portance of making these settlements pro
duce whatever they can. It is desirable 
that the cost of upkeep should be reduced 
as low as possible in order to lighten the 
load upon the taxpayer; but the more im
portant aspect of the question is that the 
natives on these settlements should be 
encouraged to grow larger crops and produce 

. more cattle, not only with a view to making 
the settlements more self-supporting but also 
to make a better race of them. Some people 
hold that it is impossible to do much good ; 
still we are not justified in passing it by 
without making the attempt. I have not 
nad an opportunity of visiting the settle
ments; but I will take the first opportunity 
of visiting the nearer ones in the coming 
recess. I certainly will not be able to get 
up to the Torres Strait Islands next year, 
because there is too much work nearer to 
hand to prevent my going ther'e; but I 
shall endeavour to visit each settlement as I 
get the opportunity and obtain that very 
desirable knowledge of the conduct of the 
settlements which I think every Minister 
should have. 

With regard to the votes mentioned by the 
hon. member for Murilla, who drew atten
tion to the fact that portion o.£ the amount 
is spent from standing account, I would 
point out that this is in accordance with the 
desire of the department to put the affairs of 
the settlements on a business footing. 'I'hat 
account consists of money obtained from the 
sale of goods and from profits from the sto.re, 
etc.. on the settlement. 'I'he practice has 
been pursued of charging a fair proportion 
of the cost of running these Yarious con-

cerns against the standing account, which 
receives the proceeds of anythmg sold. 

The hon. member for Cook mentioned the 
prevalence of venereal and other diseases 
among the North Queensland aborigines. 
The position of the aborigines in South and 
Central Queensland is fairly well known, 
but it is not so easy to keep track of those 
in North Queensland, where many of the 
natives are not living in compounds or 
settlements or engaged on station properties. 
A good number of the aborigines wander 
about. An endeavour has already been made 
to have a survey made of the prevalence of 
disease amo·ng the aborigines in the northern 
parts of the State. Dr. Oilento, who was 
lately engaged in the Commonwealth ser
vice, has already embarked on a survey of 
disease among the abor1gmes, and Will work 
from Palm Island northwards to the Gulf. 

Mr. KENNY: They will go bush when they 
hear it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
member should have known that before he 
made the suggestion. It is all very well 
for the hon. member to ask for somethmg 
to be clone and then when I tell him that 
the matter has already beer; taken in hand, 
to su""est that it is impossrble for It to be 
done.""However, if the aborigines go bu~h, 
they will take the diseases to the bush wrth 
them. Dr. Cilento has been engaged by the 
department, and has undertaken the survey 
to which I have referred. 

The Fantome Island lock hospital i~ be!ng 
extended, and the development of the mstrtu
tion is being pushed on a~ raprdly .as pos
sible. The department reahs:s that, rf there 
is to be any attempt to rsolate drseased 
natives accommodation must be provided for 
them; ' and instead of waiting unti.l the abo
rigines are at the door, we are havmg mden
sions made. At· present there a:e 140 patrents 
on Fantome Island, but ad~1t10na~ .acc<:m
modation is being provided m antr01pat10n 
of the increased number of patients w~o wr!l 
come along as the result of D~ .. Cilento S· 

work. We know that the abor~g;nes may 
<:mdeavour to escape their resp~msibihty, and 
that, if they know the doctor rs after _them, 
they will bolt. I suppose the abongmes 
are not the only people who have done that; 
-we expect to miss a few. Every attempt 
:has been made by the department to deai 
with this serious problem. 

With· regard to the question of the 
'()mployment of female. natrve labour a~ 
'Thursday Island, to whrch the. hon, member 
for Cook also made reference, thrs matte·r 
¥Came before me some time ago. I have ,no 
l:re~itation in saying the,t I quite agree w:th 
~he stand taken by the Chief P10tector wrth 
~egard to the engagement of females for 
'l.'hursdav Island. The good people . of 
"Thursday Island want to secure natrve grrlsc 
l'or their house work, and the department 
?efuses to allow girls under a certam age to 
I:Je engaged. The department allows man-red 
couples or middle-aged women to be 
<employed. The department also allo;.vs the 
<2ngagement of labour from the mamland, 
l:out the Thursday Island people say that that 
labour is not safisfactory, and tJ:at they want 
Rirls from the Torres Strait Islands. T~e 
'::I'orres Strait island native is slightly drf
f'e-rent in class from the mainland native: he 
bas a fair sense of his responsibility. When 
this matter was brought before. me, the 
Chief Protector gave me as J::rs reasons 
Ear refusing to allow these grrls to be 

Hon. E. 111. Hanlon.] 



1210 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supp!y. 

sent to Thursday Island-first, that there 
was an objection on the part of the parents 
of the girls to their being sent to Thursday 
Island. _These pwrents may be black people, 
b,ut I thmk they have an undemable right to 
OO]ect to then daughters bemg taken into 
sernce at Thursday Island if they so desire. 
On that ground alone we are justified in 
refusing to permit these girls to be taken to 
'rlmrsdt.ty Island. Further, the councillora 
on the islands, who form their own little 
l~cal governments, strongly object to these 
g1rls bemg taken to Thursday Island, and I 
think every consideration should be given to 
their objection. Last, but not least we ha vc 
a unanimous objection from th~ various 
churches doing work in the Torres Strait 
Islands. In view of these objections I do 
!lOt think there _is any hope of m~ di;agree
mg w1 th the Chief Protector m h1s attitude. 
When the parents, the councillors of the 
1sla?ds, and the churches are unanimous in 
their objectwn to young girls being tak<m to 
'fhursd>ty Island for service, I think some 
attention should be paid to their objections. 

The hon. member for Nanango suggested 
that some of the Cherbourg area should be 
taken for settlement purposes, That rnight 
be worthy_ of some conslderatwn If we were 
m a pos1t10n to consrder the second proposi
twn-namely, the shifting of the settlement 
altogether. If the settlement could be shifted 
to a more desirable position, it would be of 
advantage to the State and to the abnrigines 
themselves. No doubt Cherbourg is not ideal 
country for cultivation. I do not think that 
the hon. member would suggest that one acre 
of that settlement area should be taken from 
these people unless. we are prepared to give 
them .anoth~r _area m 1ts place. These people 
were che orrgmal occupants of the land and 
they are entitled to a sufficient area to e~able 
them to eke out some sort of an existence. 

The half-caste problem mentioned by the 
hon. member for Normanby is a serious one 
and I think it is the outstanding problem of 
the Aboriginal Department. The oflicers 
who have been going through the department 
call attention to the fact that half-castes 
mtermarry, and they increase at a far 
greater rate than do the full-blooded 
abongmes. Just unde·r 50 per cent. of the 
people on the aboriginal settlements now are 
half-castes, and the ratio is growing each 
year.. The half-caste does create a problem, 
and It 1s a problem to which the Chief Pro
t~ctor e.nd his staff are giving every atten
t10!1· I can a.ssure hon. members that J: am 
domg. my best to assist the Chief Protector 
and his staff to Improve the conditions <::J>f the 
settlement as much as possible in the endea
vour to _educate these people in some fol':'"m of 
productwn, and thus make the settlemen..ts as 
small a burden on the people as possible. 

~r. FUN~ELL (Brisbane)_ [8:5 P:m-]: I 
heheve that 1f a full and speCiaJ mqmry were 
conducted into the aboriginal settlennents 
mu_ch good would come of it. I am perfectly 
satisfied that the department would re<Jeive 
m'?re favo~rable reports than those tha-t are 
bemg ~·eceived at the present time. There is 
a cons1de•rable amo~nt of room for imp rove
men_t m .order t9 brmg about peace and :.satis
factwn m the mterest of the aborigin<es in 
eac]l of .these settle!llents, and I am sure that 
an mq1~1ry would d~sclose that certain officials 
are mamly respons1b!e for the discontent and 
unhappmess that ex1sts at the present -,time 
The~e officials should be replaced by Aus: 
tral!ans who have had considera·ble e:x::::peri
once amongst the aborigines of this State. 

[Hon. E. "'o/I. Hanlon. 

I wish to reply to the suggestion of the 
hon. member fnr Gook-that tea, coffeR, and 
other products in North Queensland should 
be grown by the labour of the abongmes. 
That is quite all right, provided the abon
ga;al is not exploited and is allowed to take 
the whole of the profits of his labour. 

Mr. KENNY: That is what I suggested. 
Mr. FUNNELL: The aborigines of Aus

tralia cannot be classed with the Asiatics. 
The aboriginal races on what we may t_erm 
the left-hand side of the globe-the Amencan 
negro, the New Zealand Maori, and the 
Australian black-are classified as Europeans 
and are not Asiatics. The black races on the 
right-hand side are Asiatics. The _aborigines 
of Australia can be employed m van'?us 
industries and some of our awards prescribe 
the rates' of pay and conditions of labou:, 
and there is no objection to that on this 
side of the Chamber provided thos_e con
ditions are observed. The opportumty for 
Queenslanders and other Australians to give 
employment to these people still exists. 

I would like the Minister to investigate a 
matter in which I have been taking some 
interest. I for one am not satisfied that 
the settlement brought about after the 
Palm Island tragedy was fair. Somethmg 
should be done by this Parliament. The 
former deputy superintendent should _get_ at 
least a fair and reasonable measure of JUStlCe. 
This unfortunate public servant devoted .a 
considerable period of his earlier life to h~s 
work arr_ongst the aborigines and put h1s 
whole heart and soul into his duties at Palm 
Island. From an investigation which I have 
personally made, I know something. of wha:t 
I am talking about. Hoffman, m addi
tion to losing his employment, unfortunately 
lost the whole of his life's savings and per
sonal belongings, including the money :which 
it cost him in legal expenses to clear h1mself 
of the murder charge on which he was 
tried. I sincerely hope that the Home 
Secretary will take up his case, and tJ;.at he 
will be compensated for the sum that 1t c~JSt 
him to clear himself of a charge on wh10h 
hn shou1d never have been arraigned, and 
that, in addition, he will be placed in suit
able employment either at Palm Island or 
at some other aboriginal settlement. I am 
satisfied that he compares more than favour
ably with any other employee at any abo
riginal settlement in the State. 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [8.10 p.m.]: I made 
the suggestion that the Government should 
institute a drive to clean up the lepers 
throughout the far North. The Minister took 
exception to my suggestion, and said that, 
if it were known that Dr. Cilento was going 
there the niggers would go bush. He said 
that I asked for a thing and that, wher; I 
was told it was granted, I took exceptiOn 
to it. It is useless for the Minister to try 
to put that sort of thing over me. I said 
that the drive should take place on the 
one day, and every employer should be 
compelled to see that his natives were 
brought in for examination on that day. 
That is the only way in which the job _can 
be done. It is recognised that abongmes 
have ways of sending messages that are 
unknown to the white races. For instance, 
when we were in the Torres Strait last year, 
the late Home Secretary, the hon. member 
for Fitzroy sprained his ankle on one island, 
and befor~ we got to an~ther island t_ho 
inhabitants there knew of 1t and met hn11 
with a chair, so that news might easily be 
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spread that a doctor was looking for them, 
and they certainly might go bush. The only 
way is to put the responsibility on the 
employer, otherwise Dr. Cilento may as well 
stay at home. We cannot regard this prob
lem lightly. If the Minister visits Fantome 
Island and does not come a way sick, I shall 
be surprised. I remember that during the 
election campaign I was passing through 
Cooktown, and ten aborigines were brought 
in from the bush. Some of them had never 
had a shirt on their backs, and four of them 
were in such a bad condition that they 
could not be put on the boat that day. 
This is a very serious position, and one that 
must be faced immediately. Sufficient funds 
should be provided to enable it to be done, 
and the employers of this labour should be 
compelled to bring in their aborigines for 
examination. We should not let up on the 
job at all. I£ these diseases were so preva
lent amongst the white race, action would 
be taken immediately, and every organisa
tion throughout the State would have some
thing to say; but because it is aborigines 
who are afllicted little or nothing is done. 
I do not regMd this matter lightly, because 
the position is not one to be played with. 
It has been played with for years. I do 
not care whether I stand alone in this. 
Parliament on this subject. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS inter
jected. 

Mr. KENNY: I do not expect the Deputy 
Leader of the Government to have sufficient 
brains to know what I am talking about. 
Why, the aborigines have a greater amount 
of intelligence. I do not care if I am alone 
in my opinions on this subject. The question 
will have to be tackled sooner or later. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Your 
Government did not tackle it. 

Mr. KENNY: That is not my fault; I 
brought the matter up. The Deputy Leader 
of the Government should cease his inter
jections, and realise that he is now a respon
sible Minister of the Crown. At least he 
should try to be sensible, and to realise 
that a Minister of the Crown is expected to 
recognise the tragedy of the individuals to 
whom I refer. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the 
hon. member to confine his remarks to the 
vote before the Committee. 

Mr. KENNY: I am asking that actien 
be taken; and I am appealing to the Deputy 
Leader of the Government, who is a respon
sible Minister of the Crown, to treat the 
matter seriously, and not make inane inter
jections. The Home Secretary has stated 
that there are 140 inmates at Fantoine 
Island. I was at Fantome Island, and I wa8 
of the opinion that a patient af:llicted with 
venereal disease was mingling with leper 
patients. I asked the doctor about on0 
particular case, and he expressed the opinion 
that the native was suffering from leprosy. 
Here we have patients af:llicted with venereal 
disease and leprosy mingling together in the 
one hospital. Before the hen. member for 
Fitzroy and I :visited Darnley Island lepers 
had been shifted. I ask the Government to 
consider the matter very seriously. I am 
not going to allow this question to be treated 
lightly whilst I am in Parliament. 

The Home Secretarv also referred to the 
difficulty of bringing" the natives from the 
Torres Strait islands. He is right up to a 

point. I appreciate the fact that the islands 
are controlled by native councillors in the 
same way as Queensland is controlled by a 
Parliament. I do not suggest that the native 
councillors should be ignored. vV e are 
educating the natives throughout Torr<:s 
Strait in a way that will not be to then 
benefit. We are educating them to the 
standard of the whites, and they are losing 
their native ability to hunt for their own 
food and game. We are eduem;ing them to 
the ways of the world. When the pearling 
luggers go out, they come· in contact. with 
the white race, and 'the boys on the luggers 
tell their women folk on their return what 
they have seen. There are womenfolk on th~ 
islands who are over twenty-one years of 
age. Are they to be compelled to remain in 
gaol on the islands for the rest of their 
lives if they wish to get away? Are they 
to be prevented from going to Thursday 
Island to engage in employment? Should 
the native councillors be allowed to stop them 
if they can get a job? This matter will have 
to be considered. I have spoken to these 
womenfolk, and I know that they are desirous 
of going to Thursday Island to work. 

The Minister has also referred to the half
caste problem-one that will have to be 
tackled by the Government sooner or later. 
The number of half-caste natives on the west 
coast of the peninsula is surprising. I saw 
one little girl about ten years ef age with 
blue eyes and white curly hair. She would 
not be taken for a native at all, and, 1£ 
she were brought to this city, it would not 
be thought that there was any bi'"'ck blood 
in her. (Laughter.) Of course, I cannot 
expect too much sympathy from the occupants 
of the front Government bench. They are 
too wrapped up in their own importance to 
realise the position. Because I have dared 
to talk of the native· position, thev have tried 
to belittle it. Encouragement is 'being given 
to the half-caste population to inter-marry. 
In my opinion, the best thing that could 
happen would be for the department to 
encourage the half-castes to marry into the 
black race. The intermingling of the half
castes with the worst type of the white race 
can only produce a mongrel r.ace in this 
State. 

Mr. SPARKES (Dalby) [8.20 p.m.J: I 
thank the Minister for his spBech on the 
.aboriginal question. The black race requires 
-the attention which the Minister proposes 
"to give them.. I have had a fair amount of 
'<lXperience with blacks west of the Darling 
lioiver in New South Wales. I have found 
'that the black derives most of his bad traits 
<ehiefly from his contact with the whites. If 
oone gets the pure black man, he will find 
in ·every instance that he is faithful in every 
~ossible way. If he is treated well, he wili 
:..:-eciprocate the kindness shown him. I feel 
sure that the Home Secretary will give that 
attention to the black race which they 
deserve, especially to the young black women 
""'ho are in hired service. Some employers 
do not understand their black servants, and 
ill treat them in every possible way, even 
beating and kicking them. That should not 
be allowed. I was very pleased to hear the 
bon. member for Brisbane say that he had 
no objection to the young black worr.an being 
employed in domestic work. That is a fin" 
SJ.pirit, because the blacks have just as much 
r-ight to live here as the white race. 

Mr. FuNNELL: At award rates. 

"~Ir. Spark(:s.] 
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Mr. SPARKES: In the outback couhtrv 
the black, especially in work amongst cattle, 
stands out on his own. I have no black men 
in my employ. I employ a black girl whom 
I have had for ten years as a nurse girl. 
I would rather trust her with my children 
than most white girls. I speak with some 
feeling with regard to the aborigines, and 
I feel sure that the Minister will accord them 
that just and fair treatment which they 
honestly deserve. 

Item (Relief of Aboriginals) agreed to. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported progress. 
Resumption of Committee made an Order 

0f the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 8.25 p.m. 

Supply. 




