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THURSDAY, 25 AUGUST, 1932. 

Mr. SrEAK!m (Hon. G. Pollock, Gregory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

CoKDITlONB IN RE ADVANCES 1'0 r_rOBACCO 
Gnoo,VEBS BY AGRICULTURAL BANK. 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" 1. What anwunt of capital or fimm­
ci:al backing is an applicant for a tobacco 
farm req«ired to have? 

" 2. -When can t}w selector o£ a 
tobacco farm apply to the Agricultural 
Bank for fmancial assistance ; Yvh.at is 
the maximum amount that mo.y be 
granted; and over what period is it 
payable'! 

" 3. What are. the personal residcnc8 
and improvement oonditions to bG ful­
filled before tho gmnting of a loan'! 

" 4. What title must the selector 
possess as a condition af the granting of 
a loan?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) replied-

" 1. Not less tha.n £300 cash; or back­
ing to that amount. 

"2. Applications for advances will be 
considered after the selector h.as been in 
possession for twelve months and when 
he h-as pro l"ed his bona fidos and erected 
the necessary fluc-cu:dng barns and bulk 
shed. The maximum amount that will 
be advanced js £400. The term of the 
advance is seven years, :interest only 
being paid during the first six months, 
and then interest and redemption over 
the balance of the tenn. 

" 3. The sf'-lector must personally reside 
on -and work the property. 

" 4. 'fhe select-or must hn.vo had issued 
to him the license to occupy thG selec­
tion." 

GOVERNMENT SunSlDY TO ORGANISATIONS 
UNDERTAKING RELIEF AND SoCIAL SERVICES. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan), for Mr. 
MOORE (Aubigny), askGd the Secretary for 
Labour and Industry-

" In connection with the suggestion 
made by the Minister for Public Works 
at a meeting of the Balmoral branch of 
:.he R.S.S.I.L.A. that the Government 
should subsidise the relief and social 
work oo.rriod out by that association, 
and the press repor~ of 3rd instant that 
a statement was bemg prepared of the 
association's expenditure under those 
hea-dings during the past three yoors 
with a view "to asking the Government 
for a £1 for £1 Sltbsidy, is it expected 
that such subsidies will be made avail· 
able to this associa-tion and to other 
bodies undertaking social services of ll 

similar nature; if so, when? " 

The SEORRT ARY FOR. LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Towns· 
ville) replied-

" 'l'he whole question of Government 
subsidies to bodies undertaking relief 
and social services <lf -a similar nature 
is at present under re-view." 
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REBII.TE IN lhll.WAY FREIGHTS GRANTED TO 
MotmT IsA Co:hlPANY. 

Mr. MORGAN (Murilla) asked the Minis­
ter for Transport-

" L What rebate in rail freights ha.<~ 
been granteU to the Mount !sa Corn· 
pany? 

"2. At what metal values have the 
normal price levels been fixed for thfl 
purpose of securing a refund of such 
rebates? 

"3. If the rebates have been fixed on 
a sliding scale, what are the particulars 
of the rebates in relation to metal 
-values? 

" 4. Is it the opinion of the Go.-ern­
ment that the present wool and meat 
prices are normal, S11,bnorma1, or abnor­
mal? " 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
{Hon. J. Dash, Mun(lingburra) replied~-

" 1 to 3, I would refer the hon. mem­
ber to tho speech delivered by the Hon. 
tho Premier in the House yesterday. 

" 4. Tbe present depressed prices oi 
wool, meat, and other primary products 
are regretted by no one more sincerely 
t-han the· present Government. The hon. 
member should know that the whole 
question of the wool industry is the sub­
ject of an inquiry by a committee 
appointed by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment.'' 

MouNT IsA COllfPANY's GuAnANTKE TO GovERN­
MENT IN RESPECT OF DuCHESs-Mama• lsA 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. MORGAN {MuriUa) a3kod the Minis­
ter for Transport-

" 1. 'What amounts have become pay­
able to the Government and in respect 
of which years under the guarantee 
clauses of the t~.grcement with the Mount 
!sa Company in conneetion with the co~­
struction of the Duchess-Mount !sa Ratl­
way? 

"2. "\\That payments have been made 
by the company, and dates of payment, 
respectively? 

"3. What :is the total amount due 
under the guarantee that has been 
waived by the present Government? " 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon, J. Dash, Mundingburra} replied-

" 1 to 3. I would refer the hon. mem­
ber to the speech delivered by the Hon. 
the Premier in the House yester·day." 

AcTION oF PoLICE IN CoNNECTION Wll'H RroT 
AT CAIRNS. 

Mr. BRAND 
Secretary~ 

(lsis) asked the Home 

"Referring to his re;rnar~s relative. to 
the action of the pohco m connectwn 
with the recent riot at Cairm, has he 
formulated anv definite rule dealing 
with members Of the police force resort­
ing to violence in the carrying out of 
their duties, under which he will decide 
whether Ol.' not they are to be cLassed as 
basber gangs; if so, what rule? " 

The HOME 8ECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, ItlwM-) repiiod-

" I would ask the hon. gentleman tD 
put the question in an intelligent form," 

RATES PAYABLE IN RESPECT OF STATE C:tULDREN­

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) asked the Home· 
Secretary--

" What are the rates payable in respect 
of State children (a) in May, 1932, (b)­
in August, 1932? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M. 
Hanlon, lthaoa) replied-

" (rr) In May, 1932-

Southern Dist·rict, 
Up to 2 years "l.nd from 12 to 14. 

years, 9s. per week. 
From 2 to 12 years, Ss. 6d. per week. 

Central a.nd Northern Districts. 
Children of all ages to 14 years, 9&. 

per week. 
" (b) In August, 1832-

So-uthern. District. 
Up to 2 years and from 12 to 14-­

years, 9s. pe:r week. 
From 2 to 12 ye.ars, Ss. 6d. per week­

Central a-nd Northern District, 
Children of all 11gos to 14 years, 9s.. 

per week. 
"Provision is being made in the Esti­

mates, which will be submitted to Par­
liament in due cout•se, to again increase 
the rate of payment." 

lNVEST[GATION OF 
IXTO PRIGBS 
DnEAD. 

PRicE FixiNG CoMMISSIONER 
OF VVRF.A.T, FLOUR, ANI> 

Mr. R. M. KING {Logan) asked the 
Secretary for Lalxmr and Industry-

" Have the investigations of the Prioo 
Fixing Commissioner into the prices of 
wheat, llour, and bread been completed 't 
If so, will he make a copy of the Com~ 
missioner's report available to hon. 
members?" 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Tow,-u;-
1'iile} replied~ 

" The investigations have not yet been 
completed.'' 

HOURS AXD PAY OF lN1'EllMITTENT RELIEF 
WORKERS. 

Mr. SIZER {Sandgate} asked the Secretary 
for Lalxmr an'J lndut~ry-

" 1. Is the statement correct that 
relief workers on loom rotational rolief 
work, pre-viously engaged for twelve 
weeks ut £3 per week, have been or o.re 
pm posed to b& red-q_ced to· six or eight. 
weeks at tbe basic wage nates? \V ill 
he make a full statement on the position 
of rotationo.l relief work policy? 

"2. Does the Go-vernment propose to 
continue' pro-viding intermittent relief 
-vrorkers with an extra cle:y per quarter, 
for th0 pu_rpose of buymg boots and 
extra clothmg?" 

The SECH.ETARY FOR LABOU'"R AND 
INDUSTRY (IJ.on. M. P. Hynes, Towns­
ville) replied-

" l. The degire of the Go-vernment is 
to distribute the benefits of the loan 
works amongst the greatest possible 
number, and with that end in view the 
rotation pEriod for married relief 
workers in tho metropolitan area has 
been fixed at eight weeks. 
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" 2. Thfl policy of the Government in 
this respect will be disclosed in due 
course. The hon. member, however, is not 
unaware of the fact that the additional 
assistance already granted by the pre­
sent Government to relief workers is very 
muc~ greater than th~,t provided by the 
prevwus Government. 

TIMBER RESERVE 700, GYoiPIE DISTRICT. 
Mr. TOZER (Gympie) asked the Secretary 

for Public Lands-
" ·with Tespect to Timber Reserve 700, 

Gympie district-
1. 'iVhat amount of money has been 

spent on this timber reserve, and from 
what sources paid? 

2. What profits have been made? 
3. Vi"hat is the present annual income 

and expenditure? 
4. \Vhat assets have the Forestry 

Department on this reserve, and the 
value of san1e ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) replied-

" 1 to 4. This matter is at present 
being investigated by a committee con­
sisting of representatives of the Lands, 
Mines, and Forestry Departments, and 
the information sought will be available 
when the committee's repoTt is to hand." 

PuBLICATION OF INFORMATION IN RE CoM­
MODITIES CAPABLE OF PRODUCTION IN 
QuEENSLAND. 

Mr. MAXWELL ('l'oowong), for Mr. G. P. 
BARNES (H"arwick), asked the Premier-

" From thG fact that ' back to the 
land ' is being impressed in a more keen, 
determined, and general way than for 
many years, and because such fits in 
with settlement and the call to produce, 
will the Government givG consideration 
to, and cause to be furnished to the 
various centres of the State, advice as to 
commodities that could be profitably pro­
duced both for home and export con­
sumption?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) replied-

" Yes." 

SuGGESTED ExPENDITURE FROM Co:>niONWEALTH 
LOAN AT IPSWICH RAILWAY 'iVORICSHOPS. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) asked the Minister 
for Transport-

" Seeing that the Queensland Govern­
ment has raised £940,000, will he have 
portion of that money Gxpended at the 
railway workshops, Ipswich, in order 
to bring back to work those men who 
were put off when loan funds were not 
available?" 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 
(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied-

" The hon. member evidently does not 
understand the position. The staff at 
Ipswich was not reduced because of no 
loan funds being available, bqt owing 
to the slump in traffic rendering addi­
tional rolling-stock unnecessary. A 
similar position exists at the presGnt 
time. ThG hon. member can rest assured 
that no opportunity will be lost to 
increase the work at Ipswich when the 
business warrants it." 

PAPERS. 
The following paper was laid on the table, 

and ordered to be printed:-
Ij,eport by the Land Administration 

Board under " The Closer Settlement 
Acts, 1906 to 1931." 

The following papers were laid on the­
table:-

Regulations under-
" The Land Acts, 1910 to 1931," dated 

17th March, 1932. 
" The Land Acts Amendment Act of 

1931," dated 17th March, 1932. 
Orders in Council under " The Grazing 

Districts Improvement Act of 1930," 
dated lOth December, 1931; 14th 
January, 1932; 11th February, 1932; 
25th February, 1932; 21st April, 
1932; 28th April, 1932; 21st July, 
1932. 

UPERATI0:-.1 OF XEW STA:'\DI:'\G 
ORDER, :'\o. 240A. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In pursuance of new 
Standing Order, No. 240A, agreed to by the 
House on 23rd August, the Notices of 
:Wlotion under the heading " GoYernment 
Busine··'" are purely formal. 

PRICKLY-PEAR LAND AND FORESTRY 
ADMINISTRATION BILL. 

INlTL\TION. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\~JS· 

(Hon. P. Pease, I£ erbert): I beg to m one-
"That the House will, at its next 

sitting, resolve itself into a Committe(· 
of the Whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to con­
stitute the Land Administration Board 
to be the Prickly-pear Land Commission 
for the purposes of the Prickly-pear 
Land Acts, and to be the Forpstr:' 
Board for the purposes of the StatG 
Forests and Kational Parks Acts: to­
amend such Acts and ' The Land Acts 
Amendment Act of 1931 ' in certaiiL 
particulars ; and for other purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

BRA:'\DS ACTS AME::'\DMENT BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo): I beg to 
lno•,-c-

,, Tl~at the :House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the \Vhole to consider of the desirable­
ncss of introducin._r; a Bill to amend ' The 
Brands Acts, 1915 and 1916,' in certain. 
particulars." 

Qm ,tion put and pa 'Bed. 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 
REsu;~rPTION oF DEBATE-SECOND ALLOTTED 

D.w. 
Mr. LLEWELY"\ (1'oowoornba) [10.45 

a. m.]: I desire first of all to congratulate 
you, Mr. Speaker. on :•our attainment to 
the very high office of Speaker of th1s 
Assembly. and to express the hope that :-;·our 
health will permit you to carry out your· 
duties. (Hear, hear !) It is usual to offer· 

JVIr. Llewelyn.] 
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~ongratulations to the mover and seconder 
of the Address in Reply; and I extend my 
congratulations to 111y colleagues "'Nho hc_n·o 
introduced the motion before the House, and 
also to the other nev,c memLcrs who havfl 
so far contributed to the debate, l 'YOLtld 
fm·ther like to extend mv sincere < -mgratu-
1 a tions to the hon, ,,,ember for Kc'nncdy on 
his very fine effort ycsterda afternoon. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:1.1r. LLEWELYN: I sincerely hope that 

he and his eo-members on that side of the 
HoHSo will stand four-squa1·e with the Pre­
mier and the Governnent of Queensland in 
1·cgard to the sug.u industry. 

HoNOURABLE' MEMBERS : Hear, hear l 
_\n 0PPOSITI0}< ME:UBER: They always have 

done. 
:;);lr. MAHER: The; have never done any­

thing else. 
:\lr. SPEAKl£H: Order! There must bJ 

no interruption. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: There are many pro­
posals in the Governor's Speech that are 
worthy of the commendation of members 
<Qf the Assembly, but I propose this morning 
to la v stress on some of the sins of omission 
and commission of the late Government. Dur­
ing the election campaign and in some of the 
,pecches this session the question of wheat 
has been mentioned. The late Government 
deserve the strongest condemnation for their 
action following upon the completion of the 
wheat agreement, and for having placed the 
Wheat Board and the wheat growers in an 
absolutely false position. It is incumbent 
upon me to deal with the wheat business 
from the inception of the agreement entered 
into in 1929 with the aid of the J\Ioore 
Government >Yhich had just then attained 
office. This agreement, which received the 
·blessing of the late Government, contained a 
vital clause guaranteeing the grower a cer­
tain amount per bushel for his wheat. 
Through the statements made by members 
of the Wheat Board, in Toowoomba, and 
by the members of the late Cabinet, the 
'\heat growers vvcre given to understand 
that they would receive 4s. per bushel for 
theit· whe:ct for a period of three years. 
During the 1929-30 season wheat prices fluc­
tuated from 5s. 8d. to 3s. 6d. per bushel, 
and these favourable prices enabled the 
growers to receive the guaranteed price of 
4s. per bushel during that year; but during 
the 1930-31 season the anxiety of the 
growers developed. !The agreement pro­
vided that the Queensland wheat~rowcr 
was to receive 1d. per bushel in advance 
of ,,·heat prices at Darling Harbour. During 
the 1930-31 season prices fell to such an 
alarming extent as to cause the gravest 
anxiety to all interests. The \Vheat Board 
and the millers were bound by the agree­
ment; but the Commonwealth Bank declined 
io ad vancc more than 2s. 1d. per bushel, 
de'pite the fact that the Moore Government 
were prepared to guarantee the full amount. 
Those engaged in wheat production were 
facPd with absolute ruin. Their anxiercy 
can be well understood when it is remcni­
bcrcd that, on the basis of the guarantee of 
4s. per bushel, they had contracted to pur­
-ch0s he,.tders, tractor:;, farn1ing machinery, 
aLd the nccessa ry fuel required for their 
operations, the latter item involving a fairh· 
considerable sum of moncc'. Quite a nu~­
ber of farmers on the Darling Downs dis­
posed of their dairy herds with the intention 
of embarking exclusively upon wheat pro-

[Mr. Llewelyn. 

duction. Other wheat farmers acguirr·d addi­
tional areas of land, all in anticipation of 
being paid 4s. per bushel for their productc 
These primary producers had been definitely 
promised 4s. per bushel for their product, 
but that promise was not fulfilled. 

Mr. EDWARDB: \Vhat did thev rcce!VO 
eventually? · 

Mr. LLEWELYN: I shall deal with that 
aspect in a moment. One can quite under­
stand the agitation that animated the minds 
of the growers. They held a meeting in 
Toowoomba, and elected a number of repre­
sentatives to wait upon the then Premier, 
the Hon. A. E. Moore, to place the position 
before him in the hope of securing some 
redress. This was the first occasion since 
the inception of the wheat pool that the 
growers had found it necessary to take ir.de­
pendent action in the protection of their 
interests. 'l'he late Premier informed the 
deputation that the Government were not 
legally bound to pay 4s. per bush•)] as the 
first advance on the wheat crop; but, as 
the growers had been led to believe that 
the agreement was binding on the Gov.,·n­
ment, he was exploring an avenue wluch 
he hoped would bring about some ,·elief. 

It was at this stage that the provisions of 
the famous Sugar ~\cquisition Act were 
extended to flour. It is interesting to note 
in passing that the Sugar Acquisitio!l Act 
was passed by the Ryan Labour GovCJrnment. 
At that time there were representatives on 
the Opposition benches, supposed to be 
representing the interests of the man on the 
land, who were bitter in their opposition to 
this Act. Yet this Act was the salvation 
of the wheatgrowcrs in their time of neces­
sity. 

Mr. MAHER: Then how j, it that the 
wheatgro\vers oupport our representatives 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 
I\lr. LLEWEL YN: That is one thing I 

cannot understand. vVhen tho Moore Go­
vernment acquired all stocko of flour and 
wheat under the Sugar Acquisition Act they 
fixed the price of flour from £12. 10s. to 
£15 per ton accordmg to the ". anous dis­
tricts of the State. They then instructed 
the Commissioner of Prices to fix the price 
of bread. This price was fixed at 5~d. per 
2-lb. loaf. The adjustment in the price of 
wheat was decided upon at a conference of 
millers presided over by the ex-Secretary 
for Agriculture, the hon. member for 
Cooroora, I have in my possession a copy 
of the agreement that was arrived at between 
the millers and the Wheat Board. When tho 
Premier was Leader of the Opposition, he 
made ,trenuous endeavours to obtain a copy 
of this document; but, for reasons becct 
known to the late Government, they would 
not table it in this House. There are manY 
things of interest in the agreement; but I 
merclv wish to draw the attention of hon. 
members to one clause which confers on the 
millers the power to fix their own price for 
fiour. It reads-

" In the event of the arrangements of 
the Queensland Government proving in­
effective for the obtaining of the Queens­
land market for flour and meal made 
by the Queensland mills at the price' 
set out in Schedule A hereto, and in 
consequence the miller shall deem it 
noco"sary to reduce his selling prices 
below those set out in the said schedule 
in order to combat the importation of 
flour from Southern States, then (unless 
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such reduction is on account of a Go­
nrnment regulation) he shall call a. con­
ference of all the Queen ,land mrllers 
who arc parties to similar agreements, 
to be presided over by the Minister for 
Agriculture or his nominee, and. shall 
invite to such conferE~nce the chauman 
and manager of the \Vheat Board. 

* * 
" Recognising that the point at issue, 

viz., the !lxing of selling price of flour, 
is entirely the provmcc of the mrller 
whose business necessitates his obtaining 
the flour trade in order to absorb his 
quota of the wheat, it is agreed that the 
voting at such conference shall be _c?n~ 
fmed to the millers, and the tiocrswn 
<hall r•0 arrived at by a majority vote 
of the millers pr<'·,ent in person or b} 
proxy, and the miller conc<Jrncd shall be 
bound by and shall carry out the deci­
sion of such conference." 

It will be seen that this cl a use gives the 
millers power to charge just what they think 
lit for flour. The result of the extension 
of the provisions of this statuto was that 
the wheatgrowers received 3s. lld. per bushel 
for fair average quality wheat. \Vhen the 
11roclamation wa-) if'sued extending the Su,gar 
Acquisition Act to flour, it became necessary 
to make certain adjustments. The millers 
held certain stocks of both wheat and flour. 
This wheat had been purchaeed at an 
average price of 2s. Sd. per bushel, yet the 
flour gristed from this wheat was sold at the 
increased price. I understand there \\as an 
anomaly in the adjustment of the stocks. 
That anomaly has created considerable con­
fusion. A n·gure of £9,000 has been men­
tioned. That there was 'ome grave irregu­
larity-something which should not have 
happened-is beyond doubt. T understand 
that reference to this anomalv in the ad­
justment of stocks by the miller:s has already 
been made by the Secretary for ~\griculturc. 
An investigation was held bee the Audit 
Office, revealing a shortage paid to the Price 
Fixing Commissioner of approximately 
£7,000. Jl.l[y submission is that the £7.000 
rightly belongs to the whoatgrowers. That 
i:< a serious state1nent to makP" and, because 
of the gravity of the statement, I desire 
to say that there wer<' some millers who did 
not avail themselves of the opportunity to 
rob and to cheat the whcatgrowers, as has 
been dono. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to a point of order. Is the hon. member 
for Toowoomba in order in saving th~tt cer­
tain reople robbed the wheatgrowers? 

1\Ir. SPEAKER: I did not hear the lwn. 
member's statement. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
said that the \\ heatgrowers had been robbed. 

Mr. SPE.'I.KER: Order. I am sure I 
can trust the hon. member for Toowoomba 
to repeat what he said. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: I say ddinitely that 
a shortage of £7,000 was revealed by the 
investigation into the adjustment that was 
made. I contend that that money b··longs 
to the wheatgrowers. Certain millers did 
not avail themselves of the opportunity of 
robbing and cheating the wheatgrowers, as 
was done by others. That is my statement. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The h,m. member may 
proceed. Ho must take the responsibility 
for his statement. 

At 1L2 a.m" 
Mr. :MAHER: Mr. Speaker, I beg to craw 

your attention to the state of the Hous;,. 
Quorum formed. 

Mr. LLEWELYN: The anomalies creating 
the unsatisfactory position were actually 
made by the ineptitude of the Wheat Board, 
\vhich did not protect the wheatgrowers 
against all posoibilities. At the timo the 
agreement was made the Wheat l~oard did 
not protect the grower. Moreover, hon. 
members opposite "\Yero riot conscious of their 
responsibility to the man on the land. Yes­
ter day the hon. member for 'vVynnum chided 
me for not speaking during the debate on 
the Appropriation Bill, seeing that I re,lre­
sented a. constituencv \V hose interest~ are 
largely agricultural. ':iily answer to the hon. 
gentleman is that, if the hon. members of 
his party had been ali,-e to their respollsi­
bilities, I would not be making ceru,in 
assertion"3 this n1orning. If they were ;::-; 
keenly alive to tho interests of the people 
they are supposed to represent a:-. the;, are 
to the interests of the city capitalist, then 
the man on the land \Vould be much better 
off for their representation. In :\larch last 
a conference was held in Toowoomba of 
various wards of the Local Prod uccrs' Asso­
ciation, at which the chairman, :Mr. P. 
McKee, of Kingsthorpe, as reported in th0 
Toowoomba "Chronicle," made this start­
ling announc~m1ent:-

"Mr. McNee fc:1id that the 'vYarwick 
Farmers' Milling Co." Ltd., had made a. 
net proGt of 51~ per cent. on their paid­
up capital during the 1930-31 season." 

l\Ir. MeN ee contended, and rightly so, that 
the rake-off was far too great, and that the 
grower and consun1er were not rocei ving a 
fair deal. It is interesting to note that in 
1926, when bread was sold at 5~d. per 2-lb. 
loaf, the net e.mount received by the grower 
of wheat was 6s. 3~d. per bushel. At the 
annual meeting of the Wheat Board held 
three or four \Yeeks ago in Toowoomba the 
question of the price of bread was raised, 
and Mr. Flynn, of Clifton, told the chair­
man, Mr. Hoskin, that, when bread was 
5~d. per lb., the wheatgrowers received 
6s 3~d. per bashel for their wheat, yet in 
Clifton at the present time bread is 5~d. 
per 2-lb. loaf and the growers are only 
receiving 3s. lld. per bushel for their wheat, 
a difference in favour of the miller of 
2s. 4~d. per bushel. Needless to say, the 
chairman evaded answering the question, 
merely stating that the price of bread was 
not the concern of the Wheat Board. I 
Sltbmit that Mr. Hoskin has always evinced 
sympathy for the miller. Why, I cannot 
understand, because Mr. Hoskin is a wheat­
grower himself ; yet he has hitherto 
shown a -disL·egard for the interests of the 
growers and a disregard for the interests of 
the consumer. Broad is the staff of life. 
·when we know that workers on intermittent 
relief work are being exploited in this way, 
it does not redound to the credit of any of 
the parties concerned, and particularly to 
the credit of those supporting thtc late 
Government. It may be that subscription 
to the N ationa!i3t Partv funds is a considera­
tion. I understand t'hat at least one big 
miller in Brisbane is one of the most gener­
ous subscribers to the Nationalist Party. 
Busine s and other men in Toowoomba and 
Brisbane say that this agreement is most 
lopsided, and they cannot understand how 

Mr. Llewely1">.] 
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it was ever evolved by those concerned. 
After the agreement was ratified, the fear 
was expressed that the millers would grist 
a small quantity of wheat when the price 
was high and grist a greater quantity when 
the price was more favourable. This is 
borne oq,t by the fact that for the season 
1929-30 the Wheat Board made claims on 
the millers for a sum of £40,000. The board 
has not been able to get this sum, but one 
milling company was unfortunate and paid 
£700. In this regard again I would like 
to say that the same two companies that I 
previously mentioned-the Defiance Milling 
Company and Messrs. Gillespie Brothers­
are the two firms that in every detail have 
honourably acquitted their obligations. In 
view of the particulars that I have pointed 
<:mt, have I not shown a definite weakness 
in the agreement, proving that the board 
was not competent to protect the wheat­
growers whose interests it was supposed to 
represent? It may be that it was anxious 
to see the end of the compulsory pooling 
system. In the·;e days of suspicion and 
intrigue one is warranted in assuming that 
it may be something even more serious. 
'l'he "Producers' Review" of November 
last had this C"·•·ustic comment-

" It is beyond human apprehension 
that a body of honest men showing a 
modicum of intelligence should, in a 
headlong o,nd irrevocable way, act as 
the Wheat Board members have done in 
their agreement with the Queensland 
millers.'' 

Again, it says-
" Are the wheatgrowers of the State 

to be treated as nonentities-or as 
suckling babes devoid of intelligence?" 

In the same issue of the "Review," Mr. I-I. 
Keefer, who, as most hon. members are 
aware, was president of the board for some 
±in1e, wrote-

" Not for one moment should any 
blame be attached to the millers. They 
are a body of keen business men, and, if 
in making the deal which has been made 
they have done exceedingly well for 
them,ehes, that is simply the gro\\ers' 
rnisfortune. '' 

In the interests of the farmers living in the 
vicinity of Toowoomba, I would like to ask 
why it is that pa·rt of the 1931-32 crop. which 
fell short of local requirements by approxi­
mately 2,000,000 bushels is still in the 
sheds, not paid for by the millers, and open 
to the raYages of mice and 'vcevils, "\vhile 
large importations have been and are being 
nHtde from Kew South Wales. The small 
Qtteensland-grown crop for the season in 
question should have been gristed and paid 
for at the end of May last. 

:,;ow I come to an anomaly in the price 
·of flour; and on this point I am looking for 
information from the Minister concerned. 
I view it as anomalous that the price of 
flour in Toowoon1ba, where wo have wheat 
grown round our doorsteps, and where .,Ne 
have big milling equipment, should be £13 
2s. per ton, or £1 10s. more than in Bris­
bane, 5s. per ton more than is paid in 
Townsvillc, and 2s. 6d. per ton more than 
is ]P.id in Cairns. That is an anomaly that 
shoulrl not be allowed to continu . The 
Goyernmcnt that I have the honour to sup­
port will. I r.m confident, in this as in all 
other issues, be guided by the principles of 
equity and justice. I am sure that they 
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will see that the wheatgrowers and every 
other section get a. fair deal, and that they 
will not allow one section, such as the 
millers. to receive more than their reason­
able share. So much for the question of 
wheat for the present. 

Another matter to which I would lilm to 
refer is the proposed amendment of the 
Elections Act. I am glad that this appea·rs 
in the list of measures in the Governor's 
Speech. I am glad that we are once more 
to have the one month's qualification, which 
I think is a reasonable thing; and I am also 
glad that we are to have the popular fran­
chise in our local authorities elections. At 
the last election there were anomalies. The 
conduct of the election in some respects left 
very much to be desired. Gangs of inter­
mittent relief workers we·re sent out from 
Toowoomba to Millmerran and Chinchilla 
on the eve of the election; and the facilities 
for Yoting at those places were not by any 
means adequate, with the result that, had 
the men not been determined, had they not 
insisted on their right to vote and over­
come obstacles in the way, the chances are 
that they would have been discouraged and 
gone away without voting. The presiding 
officer, however, at the close of the day's 
proceedings allowed them to record thei-r 
votes by writing the names of the can­
didates for whom they desired to vote on 
pieces of paper. That is something that 
should not be allowed to occur at any 
election. 

Another anomaly in the conduct of the 
election was that a number of persons had 
been allowed to believe that their names 
were on the roll, where as in fact they did 
not appc:1r there. Their claims had been 
put in in good faith and acceptEd, but their 
names \vere not •registered, nor were they 
permitted to vote. We had instances of 
people living in the same house for ten to 
twenty years, of whom the husband was on 
the Toowoomba roll and the wife was on 
the East Toowoomba roll. This led to a 
considerable amount of confusion and to a 
good deal of irritation and unpleasantness. 

I am very .glad that the Governn.1en~ have 
decided to adopt preference to umomsts as 
part of their policy. I believe that the 
adoption of this principle, particularly dur­
ing the present period of economic pres­
sure, will afford considerable protection to 
those workers who engage for work under 
the contract system. There are a consider­
able number of relief workers who are 
anxious to secure work of a somewhat more 
permanent nature, provided that the profits 
to be derived or the wages to be earned 
are an improvement upon relief work con~ 
ditions. I know of one case where a relief 
worker stated that he wished to give up 
relief work with a view to embarking upon 
work on a different basis. He tendered for 
a job, and remarked that the person who 
could beat him for it would earn all that 
he got. Ho'"·Pver, he was succes.:;ful in secur­
ing the work. He was a married man with 
a wife, and was entitled to 17s. per ·week 
under the relief scheme. He had a son who 
was married and had a family of two chil­
dren, they being entitled to 22s. 6d. per 
week, or a total of 39s. 6d. per week for 
that home under the relief scheme. That 
n1ade a total of two men, hvo women, and 
two children in a home earning 39s. 6d. 
per \\reek. He secured a contract, and, 
although he commenced work long before 
8 o'clock in the morning and worked long 
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-after 5 o'clock in the evening, he did not 
nnke as much as he would have roceived 
ur.dcr t,he relief scheme. 

:\h. M~HER: That was his own lookout. 

~lr. LLE\YEL YN : I am condemning t!Je 
~ys~em that permits such a thing, hoping 
that preference to unionists will cure it. 
That is one of its many virtues. 

Mr. lYIAHER : How will preference to 
unionists cure it? 

M.-. LLEWEL Y:'\ : It will prevent a 
worli:er from working right round the clock. 
A contractor must ob·erve the awards. The 
principle of preference to unionists will be 
imposed for his protection. 

These and all other matters will receive 
the consideration of the Government, who 
will merit the confidence manifested in them 
by thG electors on 11th June last. 

Mr. KICKLI:'\ (Jiurrurnba) [11.21 a. m.]: 
I dco,ire to congratulate you, l\1r. Speaker, 
upon your accession to your present high 
offtee, and express the hope that you will 
shortly be restored ta your former state of 
good health. I feel sure that your ability 
will permit you to occupy your present high 
position with dignity and with jUBtice to all 
concerned. 

If one can judge from the speeches de­
livered by hon. members opposite during this 
debate, one is convinced that Government 
nwmbors have very little of a constructive 
nature to offer. They have conl1ned their 
attention to an abuse of the administration 
of the Moore Government instead of putting 
forth their best efforts to assist to revitalise 
and to rehabilitate Queensland. On examin­
ing the record of the Labour Government 
during the f<;mrteen years when they pre­
VIOusly occupied the Treasury benches we 
find very little of which thev might be 
proud. They occupied the TrGasur·: benches 
in this State during a time whcri' rC\·enue 
was particularly buoyant, and when primary 
products realised boom prices; yet, despite 
those favourable circumstances, during that 
time they doubled the public debt of the 
State by borrowing the huge sum of 
£56.000.000. During that short period they 
borrowed as much as was necessary to carry 
on the affairs of this State since separation 
from New South. IV ales. in 1859. They were 
responsible for mcreasmg the intGrest on 
the public debt from £1,975,581 to £5,170,948. 
The losses on the railways were increased 
from £1,963 in 1914-15 to £1.603,900 in 
1928-29; taxation was increased bv over 400 
per cont., and almost £4,500 000 was lost in 
carrying out socialistic expo'riments in con~ 
nection with State enterprises. This is the 
record of a party which adopts as its slogan 
" Finance is the test of government." ' ' 

Compare that record with the record of 
the Moore Government. The Moore Govern­
ment came in~o possession of the Treasury 
benches of this Stat.e at its most critical 
time in history. They were faced with 
unprecedented drops in revenue amounting 
to _nearly £1,000,000 per annum. During 
thmr term of office they had to contend with 
~~e a.dve1·se ~xchange rate ruling overseas. 
~otwithstandmg these handicaps, the Moore 
Government have a re~ord better than any 
other Government holdmcr offtce in Australia 
at th_e sa;ne time as the'_Y did. They faced 
:he situ_atwn whiCh arose most courageously. 
:rhey did what no other Government in Aus­
tralia were able to do, and that is, to keGp 
taxation at a moderate levGl, and not increase 

the public debt. Thev also assisted unem­
ployment on the basis of a cash payment for 
work done. They did the correct thing for 
Queensland, and helped largely towards 
keeping this State the premier State of the 
Commonwealth by maintaining public confi­
dence, and increasing the investment of 
capital. 

Durini[ the progmss of thi' debate very 
little has been said by hon. members occupy­
ing the Government benches in regard to 
the primary producers. Notwithstanding 
that the primary producers produce 71 per 
cent. of the total wealth of this State, hon 
members opposite hardly deem them worthy 
of mention. The world-wide fall in value" of 
our primary products, combined \vith lbe 
adverse seasonal conditions now ruling 
throughout Queensland, is giving the pri­
mury producers an extremely hard knor·k. 
The Government do not fully realise iho 
difficulties with which the primary producer< 
are faced. The hon. members for NanangfJ 
and \Vide Bay yesterday gave indications 
of the conditions operating in numerous dis­
tricts throughout Queensland; and I fear 
that the Government are going to be faced 
with a considerable reduction in the revenue 
expected from our primary producing indus­
tries this year. ?\otwithstanding this fact, 
one of the first administrative acts of the 
Government was to impose further hard­
ships on the man on the land by increasing 
railway fares and freights. This action has 
caused a strong condemnation of the Go­
vernment in the country districts, more espe­
cially as the people in the city area have 
been excluded from this increase. This is 
not <>quitable. In one town in my elec­
torate fares have been increased by 20 pci· 
cent. Residents in that township now pay 
9d. more for a second class single fare than 
they did previously. Is it a fair thing that 
the producers who are undoubtedly the back­
bone of the State should be penalised like 
this? If the 44-hour week is reintroduced 
into the railways, the producers will be 
further penalised by a further incrGase in 
fares and freights; yet we have heard Go­
vernment members in the course of this 
debate proclaiming that the legislation of 
the Government will be for the benefit of 
all classes of the community ! 

One measure which the Government pro­
pose to bring down is a Local Authorities 
Act Amendment Act, which will provide for 
adult franchise in local government elec­
tions. This is but another example of how 
legislation will seriously affect the producers. 
\Vhy should a man who does not contribute 
towards the cost of local government be 
entitled to a vote at local government elec­
tions? Adult franchise will make it possible 
for men without any interest in the local 
government area concerned to get control 
of the local authority. They will not con­
tribute 1d. to the revenue of that local 
authority, yet thev will be able to dictate 
its policy. At the present time local authority 
rates are a burden which man} producers 
are finding it impossible to carrv; ···et this 
amending Act will undoubtedly i-;,crease the 
rates levied and add to that burden. 

I am very pleased to notice that among 
the Bills which the Government propose to 
bring down this session is the Metropolitan 
Milk Supply Bill. The suppliers of milk to 
the metropolitan area have been looking 
for this type of legislation for some consider­
able time; and I hopG that the provisions of 
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the Bill will enable the milk producers to 
control its operations. The milk suppliers 
to the metropolis have been undoubtedly 
penalised by the distributing interests at the 
cost of the people in the metropolitan area, 
and have not been receiving anything l!ke 
a fair return for their product. I am hopmg 
that one of the provisions of this Bill will 
enable tli'c distribution of milk in the .m:tro­
politan area to be controlled, thus ehmm~t­
ing the present spectacle of half-a-dozen milk 
ca·rts travelling up _and down ~ne. street 
which could be supplied by one distnbutor. 
If improved methods of distribution are 
adopted, and the producers. are gi_ven con­
trol under the Bill, they will r'.'ceive what 
they are fully entitled to for then product. 

I was also pleased to see reference made in 
the Governor's Speech to the work of the 
Main Roads Commission. We all realise the 
excellent work performed by this commis­
sion throughout Queensland. I am glad to 
see that the Government intend to pursue a 
vigorous policy of road construction. There 
is no greater need in Queensland at the 
present time than a vigorous road construc­
tion policy, which will give to the producers 
facilities for the speedy and cheap transport 
of their products. 

Reference is also made in the speech to 
the expenditure of a further sum of money 
on the Pacific highway. This may be desir­
able; but the full benefit of this highway 
will not be felt in Queensland until more 
adequate road provision is made north of 
the capital of the State. Instead of encou­
raging people to come into Queensland, the 
Pacific highway, terminating as it does at 
Brisbane, is more likely to take people away 
from this State to the Southern States. If 
a highway similar to that is constructed 
north of Brisbane to our North Coast resorts, 
it will be the means of encouraging tourist 
traffic to Queensland. Tourists will then 
enjoy resorts which are second to none in 
Australia. 

That good roads help to develop a district 
is evident in the rapid progress of the South 
Coast tourist r8sorte since the construction 
of the Pacific highway. 

Another example is Redcliffe, with its 
5 miles of beautiful beaches, enjoyed by 
thousands of people at week-ends and on 
holidays. J nst north of Redcliffe there Me 
two other resorts which have been more or 
less neglected owing to the inadequacy of 
the road communication. I refer to Decep­
tion Bay and Beechmere, both of which 
are within easy motoring distance of the 
metropolis. At present work is being pro­
ceeded with on the main road to Beech­
mere; and, when the work is finished, no 
doubt these resorts will benefit as the result 
of tourist traffic in the same manner as 
Redcliffe has done. 

Further north we have Caloundra, 
Maroochydore, Alexandra Headlands, and 
Mooloolabah, resorts which are second to 
none in Queensland. Close by is Buderim 
Mountain, an object of beauty, where the 
seaside air and the tropical scenery can be 
fully enjoyed. Behind this district again 
we have the Blackall Range, aptly called 
the Blue Mountains of Queensland. On 
that range are the two well-known tourist 
resorts of Maleny and Montville. The scene' 
from these resorts has been said by those 
competent to judge as being unsurpassed in 
Australia. Unfortunately, owing to the 
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lack of road communication between those 
districts and the metropolis, as much tourist 
traffic is not being directed there as there 
should be. I trust the Government will see 
that adequate road communication is made 
to serve these and other centres further· 
north. The tourist traffic has been neglected· 
in the· past. Tourists spend a considerable· 
amount of money in the districts which they 
visit; and tourist traffic should be encour­
aged by providing decent road access to the 
resorts with which nature has so abundantly 
favoured us. 

Many industries have been mentioned in 
this debate; but so far no reference has been 
made to the fn;.itgrowing industry, which is 
oi particular importance to Queensland, and 
should receive every encouragement from the 
Government of the day. During the regime 
of the late Government a wise move was 
made in establishing an entomological station 
at Nambour. The establishment of that 
station, which permitted the officers of the 
department concerned to reside in the dis­
trict, has considerably enhanced the value 
of their work. I trust that, when finances 
permit, the present Government will extend 
the operations of that station. At present 
those officers are being considerably handi­
capped because no land is provided on which 
they may conduct experiments; and they 
are compelled to depend on the good will of 
growers to carry out many experiments. 
This is not desirable, and I urge the Govern­
ment to remove the anomaly. 

By contributions made by the industry 
and by assistance given by the late Govern­
ment, the pineapple-growers of Queensland' 
were able to s€cure the service of a plant 
pathologist to deal with diseases in the 
pineapple industry. Since his appointment 
that gentleman has accomplished valuable 
work for the, industry. His headquarters 
-are in Brisbane, many miles away from 
pineapple-growing- centres. Growers arc of 
the opinion that the plant pathologist should 
be attached to the entomological station at 
Nambour, where he would be in the midst 
of the pineapple industry, and would be able 
to do even more valuable work than he is 
dcing at present. 

I would also l{ke to draw attention to 
the deplorable state of the Queensland citrus 
industry at the present time largely owing 
to the \'ery low prices operating this year. 
There wre many factors which have con­
tributed towards bri1_1ging that industry int<> 
Its present state. First we have had a bad 
season this year, and, secondly, very severe 
competition from the Southern citrus 
growers. It is not desirable that we should 
prevent the importation of citrus fruit f·rom 
the South, because a considerable amount 
of our citrus fruit goes to the Southern 
States; but much of this fruit coming from 
the South, and from New South Wales in 
particular, is from areas that have been 
heavily subsidised by the Governments of 
the States concerned; and it is onlv a fair 
thing that the citrus indnst'l'Y in tl)is State 
should receive a little encouragement and 
assistance from the Government to enable 
it to meet this competition. In Queensland 
there is a great necessity for the rehubilita­
tion of the citrus orchards and the Elimina­
tion of a number of unsuitable varieties 
which arc at present being grown. Our 
competitors in the Southern States a-re con­
centrating on the growing of two varieties 
of oranges and one variety of mandarin. 
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\Ye in Queensland should do something in 
that direction, and concentrate on the grow­
inn· of three or four vanchcs of _oranges 
auJ t\Yo or three varieties of m:1ndanns\- :md 
so assl't the development of the pac dng­
shcd svstcm. One wa) m w~1c_h the Govern­
m€nt can aosist is by provtdmg an expert 
w' 10 will be able to instruct the growers. of 
this State and asstst them m the worlnng 
oYer of their unsuitable and unprolitable 
trees. 

\\-e had the pieasurP of listening to_ thB 
hou member for Kennedy yesterday m a 
,-cry :1ble exposition of the sugar industry. 
I feel that this ,A"embly has bLnefitod con­
siderably by the advent of that hon. member, 
and the sugar industry is to he congratulated 
on havino- such an able advocate m thiS 
Chamber." The sugar industry must not be 
m:t<lc a political issue. Both parbcs should 
combine towards seeimr that the sugar m­
dustrv is maintained for Queensland; and, 
speakmg on behalf of the fruitgrow:rs, a 
considerable number of whom res1de m. my 
constituency, I can say that they are nght 
beind the sugar-growers in then fight to 
maintain the stability of their industry. 
They realioe how much the sugar mdustry 
has assisted them. Just recently the J?me­
appie industry in this State has been asststcd 
by a grant of £20,000 by the Sugar Industry 
·Concession Committee to allo" them to can 
the winter crop and export it oversea. If it 
had not [),•un for this assistance, thousands 
of cases of pineapples would have ~een 
rotting on the fields at the present t1me, 
or have been marketed at a price which 
would not h:we paid the cost of transport 
to mark~t. 

I trust that the Government will continue 
and extend the operations of the Beerwah 
Fo1estrv Station. In that area large areas 
of hitherto useless land arc being converted 
intc. a forest by the gTowing of Pxotic pines. 
This land is of no value whatsoever except 
for rcafiorestation purposes, and I would 
like to congratulate the Forestr0 officers in 
charge of that station. They have done 
"onderfullv well since they have been there. 
The" have· had to contend with many diffi­
cnlt;es, one being the unsuitable la.bo_ur 
which they have had to use. Men on rehef 
work have been sent to that station, and, 
unfortunate!), they were not suitable for 
the work they had to do. However, thP 
\York of the officers has been an eye-opener, 
and the work of that station should be 
extended so that in the future we shall 
have 20.000 aeres or thereabouts of pine 
forests on land which hitherto was useless. 

At 11.39 a.m., 

The CHAIRMAN OF CoMMITTEES (Mr. Hanson, 
JJuranda\, relieved Mr. Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. NICKLIN : That is the claso of land 
on which reafforec,tation should be carried 
out instead of tying up rich lands which are 
of value for daitying and fruitgrowing pur­
po~es 

I also note that reference is made m 
the Governor's Speech to the effort which 
is being made to establish tobacco-growing at 
Beerbnrrum. I sincerely trust that that 

._ ·<Cperiment will be a success. I know that tt 
is-a p,inr··· re endeavour un the part of the 
Secr·:t.ny for .\.griculture to attempt . to 
rPiievo the present unemployment by puttmg 
n'en on the land: and it is to he sincerely 
j1~pd that he will no~ mec~ with the diffi­
cultil whteh the prevwus Government had 

to cope with there, but ~hat that settlement 
will get every opportumty. 

A matter to which immediate atention 
muRt be given is road ~er~css. Large nuln­
bers of children are gomg to be taken to 
that district, and they ,,.ill be more. or 
less cut off from ambulanc•· and me~:!tcal 
attendance unless road acccs,; Is prov1ded. 
At the present time the road to Caboolture, 
the nearest centre to Beerbnrrum, ts t_raffic­
able in drv weather; but after a few mches 
of rain it is absolutely imp:tso~ble. It _1s 
not fair that numbers of women and chil­
dren should be isolated from the outstde 
wo-rld ; and I hope that, in conjunction 
with any schem<' to estabhsh tobacco-growmg 
in that district, provi,ion will be made 
for deeent road access between those two 
centres. 

In conclusion, I endorse the . rcma~·ks of 
the hon. member for Kermedy m wh1ch he 
appealed _£or the. co-operation of all }wn. 
members m as"stmg to restore Quccnsl~nd 
once again to a proper state of prospenty. 
vVo in this Chamber are all Queenslanders, 
if not by birth. then by adoption; and. It 
should be our Pndcavour to do eycrythmg 
possible to make and keep Queensland the 
premier State of the Commomvealth. 

Ho;.;Ol:RADLE :ME~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KEOGH (M erthyr) [11.44 a.m.]; First 
of all, I desire to congratulate the mO\ er and 
seconder of the Addres, in Reply on the very 
eloquent speeches with _which they initiated 
this debate. Durmg tts progress I have 
heard man~' remarks by hon. mcmbc~·s oppo­
site that the promises of the l'rcnncr have 
not been fuH1lled. Hon. members who make 
such remarks apparently do not realise that 
it is impossible even for a Labo~r. Party 
to put its promises into effect w1thm five 
minutes of getting into power. But among·.t 
tbc things that have been done. by the 
Labour Party since they came mto the 
House we must commend them for the actiOn 
they have bken to relieve the distress 
throughout the State of Queensland. Un­
doubtedly, while much remains to be done, 
a great deal has already been done to rehevc 
the difficult conditions ea used to such a 
considerable extent by hon. members on the 
other side of the House when they were 
in office. I remember, and a good many of 
us have good reason to rem em bcr, the pro­
mises made in 1929 by the ex-Premier, JHr. 
Moore, and other hon. memhors who were 
tn'ing to reach HtP Trca,ury benches. They 
promised amongst other things that they 
would not interfere with the conditions or 
the wage' of the workers. vVhon they got 
into power, the very first thing they did was 
to show that they were obsc~s<'d with the 
idea that the on]v remedv for the state of 
things in Queensland w~s to attack the 
workers and take from them e,·erything 
that had been given to them bv the Labour 
Government during the previous fourteen 
yearo. The legislation they reviewed v. as 
the legislation that hod been pas-eel in the· 
interests of the worl<ers of this State. Every 
worker realises that full well: and evidently 
he bore it in mind when the opportunity 
cqme to return this Government to power. 
The first thing the late Covernment did 
was to reduce the workers to th~ depths of 
starvation. They took them away from the 
Industrial Court, they reduced their "ag'''• 
they took from them every condition it was 
possible to take from them. Then, when 
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thev becam8 alarmed at the resulting condi­
tior; of the State they introduced the system 
of the unemployment relief tax to try to 
get b<LCk to the position they had destroyed. 
I think the hon. member for Sandg<Lte at 
that time must have been reading books 
about Eu'Bia and decided to create what is 
kno"' :1 as the/" Sub:::istence Army." I under­
stand that in l{u.ssia the workers are pro­
vided with clothing a1.d f.ood, and that they 
must perforn1 \York in r,,turn; but here in 
Queensland the late Government compelled 
the workers to work for less than they could 
eat and made no provision far clothing. 
Thev reducncl the workers to a st<Lte of 
penin·y-a condition th<Lt should not be 
tolerated in this State. I candidly confe,,s 
surprise at son1e of the speeches delivered 
by hon. members opposite. I expected to hear 
something much above the orclinar) ; but l 
have been compelled to listen only to criti­
cism of the present Government for their 
administration during the few months tlwy 
have been in office. Tho policy of the late 
Government brought about not only a state 
of desolation for the workers, but it also 
reduced business activity to stagnation. 
Throughout the city of Brisbane and many 
other towns in Queensland business places 
have been closed. Walk down the streets of 
Brisbane to-day, and we sec shop after shop 
with closed doors as a result of the p0licy 
of the late Government. Employees were 
thrown upon the unemployment market, and, 
instead of unemployment being relieved, it 
was thereby accentuated. The late Govern­
ment were responsible for increasing the 
number of unemployed by three to one in 
comparison ,. ith ·ne number of uncmploy<'d 
when they took office. Not only were Go­
vernment employees dismissed, but public 
works of a developmental and perrmment 
nature were carried out by rei ief labotlr 
under the guise of endeavouring to help the 
unemployed. During the last year the 
j\1oore Government were in power they ex­
pended a sum of £353,000 in carrying out 
developmental and permanent works after 
the permanent employees had been dismi"ed 
from permanent employment. In instituting· 
the relief tax, or, in other words, in creating 
Mr. Sizer's subsistence army, they encouraged 
the local authorities to dismiss their per­
manent employees and to have the work 
carried out under relief conditions. The 
policy of tbe late Government at all times 
tended to increase unemployment and 
thor.cby to bring about a state of d~flation 
and poor business activity. Many shops have 
been closed in the citv of Brisbane and in 
other t.owns because of the deflation policy 
that was pursued. The late Government 
were imbued with the idea that all would 
be right if they could get back on the 
worker. They failed to realise that by 
interfering with the purchasing powe'r of 
tho masses, they were injuring the prospects 
of business people, who to a very large 
extent depend on the workers for the crea­
t~on of their profits. Hon. members oppo­
site, who stand for the representation of 
tbose 'vhos.e aim it is to n1ake profits, con1~ 
pelled busmess people to go down the hill 
and they have gone well down the hill too' 
b?,;ause of their policy. So far dow;1 th~ 
lull were busmess people compelled to go 
that the Labour Government have been re­
tm~ned to power. The lato .Seci·etary for 
Laoour and Industry also utlhsed the relief 
workers to carrv out private work-work that 
could very well be carried out bv those 
concerned and paid for at the basic wage 
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rate. I refer to the work carried out on 
the Hamilton golf links. 

Mr. SIZER: That was done by the Brisbane 
City Council. 

Mr. KEOGH: Those gentlemen who 
require a little recreation before breakfast 
could very well subscribe the necessary money 
required ta Jlrovide grounds for their 
personal recreation. 

Mr. SIZER: lt y, as not done by the dej,J,l'L­
ment. 

Mr. KEOGH: The late Secretary for 
Labour and Industry, who instituted the 
svstom of a relief tax, decided to improve 
these grounds so that the gentlemen con­
cerned might have a little bit of exercise 
before breakfllst thercon. 

Mr. SIZER: That is untrue. 

1\Ir. KEOGH: I have no objection to men 
doing relief work or to the hon. member 
for Sandgate creating his sub,istonce army: 
Lut I do object to men being put on to 
work at public expense when no rt.-turn is 
shown to the public for that work. 

Mr. JI,IAXWELL: Mr. Deputy Speak<•r, I rice 
to a point of orJcr. Tlw hon. member for 
Sandgate has al~·eady denied the statement 
made by the hon. member for Merthyr, and 
it is cuitomary for an hon. member to ac·ccpt 
the denial of another hon. member. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKEE : The hon. mem­
ber for 1\Ierthyr must accept the denial of 
the hon. member for Sandgate. 

Mr. KEOGH: As the hon. member for 
Sandgate denies that he put relief workers 
to do work on the Hamilton golf course. I 
accept his denial. 

Mr. SrzER: Get your own Minister to make 
inquiries. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. KEOGII: If the fact is as the hon. 
member for Sandgate state<, then I accept. 
his denial; but the hon. member for Sand­
gate cannot deny that men were put on work 
at the Hamilton golf links at relief rates of 
wages. I do not care whether those men 
were put on that work by the hon. m0mber 
for Sandgato. as Secretary for Labour "nd 
Industry in the late Administration, or by 
the Brisbane City Council. 

Mr. SIZER: You should consult vour own 
Minister about the facts. ' 

Mr. KEOGH: The hon. member cannot 
deny that the men were working on the 
golf links at relief rates of pay. 

I want to point out again that a fooling 
of insecurity was created throughout Queens­
land, not only among the workers but with 
the business people also, owing to the 
administration of the late Government in 
pursuing their policy of deflation which 
nl;_ant reducing wages, dismissing permanent 
employees, and then re-engaging them at 
relief rates of pay to do the same class of 
work. This deflation policy cauocd stagna­
tion and desolation, and on 11th June last 
the people gave a straightforward verdict 
on that policy. The Opposition cannot deny 
that during the period they occupied the· 
Treasury benches unemployment in thi, State 
was increased from 7.1 per cent., in 1929 to 
18.2 per cent. in the first quarter of 1932. 
These figures glaringly confront hon. mem­
bers opposite, and glaringly confronted the 
people on 11th June last; and the people, 
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by their votes, attempted to remedy that 
position by electing a Labour Government. 

Mr. RcSSELL: You will have to eat your 
own words yet. 

Mr. KEOGH: Professor Giblin said that 
for the year 1930-31 unemployment had 
increased in Queensland by 40 per cent., 
which percentage was greater than that of 
any other State in the Commo':'wealth. We 
have heard a lot about the pos1t10n of other 
States of the Commonwealth; but the figures 
of Professor Giblin disprove the contention 
that the position in Queensland "as better 
than other States. The cause of this fact 
was the policy pursued by the late Govern­
ment. \Ve know, and I know thoroughly 
well, that the policy of any Government c'!'n 
either intensify unemployment o1· allay 1ts 
evils; but the late Government did nothing 
to mitigate its evils. On the other hand, 
they adopted a policy that intensified its 
evils, and permitted then: to trade on 
unemployment. Not only d1d they do that, 
but they assisted their friends also to trade 
on unemployment by permitting them to 
get their work done cheaply, such as at the 
Hamilton golf links. 

Mr. SrzER: Which I deny. 

Mr. KEOGH: The hon. member for 
\Vynnum in his remarks yesterda;c· referred 
to the " Reds" on this side of the House. 
I happen to be one of those sitting on the 
Government benches. I was elected after a 
contest in one of the strongest Tory elec­
torates in the State, with a mandate to try 
to do something for my fellow men, to 
relieve the desolation caused by the late 
Government, and thus try to get work and 
wages for those workers who had neither. 
If I am a "Red " in attempting to do this 
for the workers, then I am pleased to be 
called a " Red." I am sorry that the hon. 
member for \Vynnum is not in his customary 
seat, because I desired to twit him on some 
of his remarks. 

The late Government made many promises 
on the election platform; and one of those 
promises was that those statutes which had 
been placed on the statute-book by the 
Labour Government would be upheld. In 
spite of this promise, they attacked the 
children of this State, and attacked them 
severely, too, in the matter of scholarship~. 
They evidently were not satisfied with attack­
ing the workers, because they proceeded to 
attack the workers' children by reducing the 
number of scholarships and depriving the 
workers of the opportunity of sending their 
children to whatever school they desired. If 
any worker has a boy or girl capable o£ 
attaining a scholarship, then he should have 
the right to send that boy or girl to any 
school within the State that he desires with­
out any interference on the part of the 
Government. That is the liberty of the sub­
ject, and we should not use any coercion on 
any subject of the State as to what school his 
children should be sent to. I hope that in the 
near future the Government will repair the 
damage done by their predecessors in office 
and give to the youngsters of this State their 
full rights. 

The Apprenticeship Act also cam,, in for 
attack by the Moore Government. Not only 
did they deprive apprentices of the oppor­
tunity of emp]c;yment in Government ser­
vice, but they also amended the Apprentice· 
ship Act so that any employer, when he was 
going down hill as a result of the deflation 

policy of the National Government, could 
stand down his apprentices for six months 
or get rid of them altogether if he so 
desired. 

:Mr. SrZER: That is not correct. 
1Ir. KEOGH: The unfortunate appren­

tices had no alternative but to look for 
other j ohs, or, if they could not get them, 
await the advent of a more humane Govern­
ment. 

Not satisfied with reducing the number of 
£cholarships, t,he Moore !Government ex· 
tended their line of attack to the primary 
schools, and created hardships, particularly 
on the children of the unemployed. By 
depriving the school children of the free 
issue of school requisites the Nationalist 
Government merely lived up to their record. 
With no regard for the dignity of the State, 
the Moore Government ,deprived the children 
of something which had been given them by 
a Labour Government-something to which 
they were justly entitled. 

The allowance paid to State children "a& 
another matter that exercised the destruc­
tive efforts of the previous Government. I 
notice that hon. members opposite are par­
ticularly active in asking when the present 
Government will restore the 1s. per week 
deducted from the allowance to State· 
children. Of course, these hon. member& 
ure endeavouring to make political capital. 
The least they could do would be to give 
the Go;-ernme:Jt time to correct the wrong 
which was done by the party of which hon. 
members opposite are members. 

So far as charitable institutions are con· 
corned, the record of the Moore Government. 
a& will be seen from the following figures; 
is particularly unenviable:-
-------------,------,-----

1928-29. 1931·32.1 Reduction. 

Mr. PETERSON: \Ve shall see whether your 
Government will increase· the amount. 

Mr. KEOGH: My remarks no doubt hurt 
thP hon. member for Fitzroy, who, by the 
way, ran away from the Normanby elec­
torate in order to retain a seat in thiE> 
Parliament. 

Mr. PETERSON: That is not so. 

Mr. KEOGH: But the reductions to which 
I refer were made when he was Home Secre· 
tary. The one cry of the l'IIoore' Govern­
ment was " Balance the Budget " ! To try 
to do that they had to reduce the allowance 
to children who had lost their breadwinners 
and the amounts voted for charitable insti­
tutions. All they succeeded in doing was to 
create a larger deficit than had ever before 
been experiencgd in Queensland. When all thi. 
was going on, hon. members opposite were 
providing jobs for some of their friends, and 
putting thousands of pounds into the pockets 
0£ some of their friends. It may hurt hon. 
members to hear this ; but so long as I am 
a member here I shall remind them of their 
actions, particularly when I recall that the 
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e!Yect of their policy was to create unemploy­
ment, destitution, and general depression in 
businf'SS. 

In one solitary regard the J',loore Govern­
ment fulfilled a promise made by them. 
They inquired into the Mungana affair, the 
merits or demerits of which I do not propose 
to discuss. vVhil.·t giving credit to the Moore 
Government Ear redPeming that promise, I 
think they wer'l actuated mainly with .a 
desire to provide jobs for some of their 
friends. vVe know that :Mr. A. D. McGill, 
chairman of the Nationalist Party, was paid 
thousands of pounds for his services in that 
matter, and that the treasur-·•r of the 
Nationalist Pary, a Mr. Hancock, also bene­
fited Further, a firm of solicitDrs. :\lc,srs. 
Fitzgerald and W alsh, wore also paid tholj.­
sands of pounds. 'l'he name 'Valsh is 
familiar; I fancy that a gentleman of that 
name was associated with a delegation that 
was sent from this State to prevent a Labour 
Government getting loan money overseas. 
I do not know whether this man has any 
connection with him or not; but, if he has 
not, then I am satisfied. I notice also that 
there was an ex-judge brought up from 
New South vV~los to sit as chairman Df thtlt 
royal commi-,-ion. Probabh- they thoughL 
they would get a little more from him. 
His decision wa~ contrary altogether t<J the 
decision of the jury that sat on the civil 
case, which goes to show that he was brought 
here for some purpose. While all this was 
going on, I want to remind hon. members 
on the other side, that children in this State 
were starving. The gentlemen that I have 
already mentioned are the prc,ident and 
treasurer of the Nationalist organisation of 
this State, and the others are very closely 
connected with the National organisation. 
The~' were supplied with thousands oi 
pounds, notwithstanding the fact that our 
Treasurer at the time-the hon. member for 
\Vynnum-was continually complaining that 
there was no morwy in the Treasury to help 
lho unemployed or the farmers in the State. 
I want hon. members tD realise that, while 
this was going on, they were still paying a 
fully qualified Crown law staff with public 
money. If it was nece.,sary to go outside 
the Crown L"·'' Office for legal help, then 
there was no necessity to keep the Crown law 
staff. If the Crown law staff wore worth 
their pay, they were entitled to be put on 
this case, jmt as the present Government 
are doing to-clay in putting Crown law 
officers in charge of the con1mission into 
the dairying in lustry. I am prepared to 
say without fear of contradiction that the 
Crmn1 Prosecutor, rvir. Sheehy. who is in­
quiring into the secret commissions paid in 
rile dairying industry, will not take second 
place to Mr. _\. D. McGill. He is prepared 
nnd able to carry out any investigations in 
i his State while he is paid by the Govern­
ment. Tho late Government have a good 
deal to answer for. Alreadv thev have been 
a!!swered and adjudged gu-ilty of throwing 
public money a way to their friends ,. ho con­
stitute the Nationalist organisation of this 
State. I notice also that in cDnnection 
,-:ith the Racing Commission appointed by 
the late Government the costs amounted to 
Bl,636. I notice als~ that the amount paid 
tn Mr. A. D. McGill was £878. That is to 
"Y, more than half of the total cost of that 
commission was vaid to the chairrnan of 
the Nationalist Party of this State. There 
must be something radically wrong when 
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the party will provide crumbs in this way 
for their political friends. The late yove_rn­
ment also rem1tted to the b1g pas,orahsts 
of this State--I suppose the leading paper 
supporting the other sid~, tho "Courier," 
was in it-over £140,000 m super land tax. 
Thoco things wore going on at the same hme 
that the ex-Treasurer was telling the people 
that there was no money in the Treasury 
to do anything for the worlc~rs or for the 
primary producers. Y ot th1s money w_as 
handed to these friends of the Natwnahst 
Party. 

I "·ant to point out to the hon. member 
for vYynnum, who is now present, that I am 
one of the "Reds" to whom the hon. memb~r 
referred yesterday. Hon. members on th1s 
side are far more loyal to thP Kmg and the 
country than ever the ex-Treasurer has been. 
\\'hen the fighting was going on, the ex­
'freasurer and his familv remained at home 
to rake in the profits of industry while I, 
among others, wont over to do the fighting. 
If that is "Rod," then I am "Reel.-" I 
wear a blue tie because I do not hlm to 
wound hon. members opposite, although I 
know they wore wounded Dn 11th June last. 

I wish to congratulate the Government on 
their promise to introduce a Develop'!'-ent 
of Unproductive Lands Bill. That IS ,a 
matter in which. I am very keenly m teres tea. 
'Vo have miles and miles of railway extend­
ing into the country, and aclj a cent ~o those 
railways thousand' of _acr~s of fert1le land 
which haYe been left lymg Idle and have not 
even been cleared. I do hope that, when 
this Bill comes before the House, it will be 
found to be verv drastic. I do not wish to 
eee land tied up" when people want to use it 
Vie know that Dn the other side Df the world 
Governments have found it necessary to 
tak0 land aw~y from people . who. were 
merelv holding it and not usmg It and 
give it io those who wished to use it for 
pastoral and farming purpose~; and I hope 
that the Bill foreshadowed m the Speech 
will be drastic enough to provide that the 
fertile lands of this State will be c~ltivated 
in the intere•to of the people of th1s State. 
Not onlv will it enable food to be produced 
for the -people, b~t it will also help the rail­
vmys to pay then way. 

I would also like to congratulate the Secr.e­
tary for Public Lands on the manner m 
which he is handling the land pohcy and 
making Crown land- aYaibble. The late 
Secretary for Public Lands ha~ the idea 
that it "as nght to allow pnvate com­
panies to come in and make profits out d 
the lands of the State, and to create m 
this country a svstem of landlordism which 
has been the cu~se of older countries. The 
late Government were prepared to give 
Crown lands to private companies-not in 
order that those companies might use them, 
but in order that they might hand them 
over to tenant farmers. thus creating the 
system that has been the curse of other 
countrie-•. The late Government's system 
would ha vo created a system of landlordism 
by allowing private syndicates and com­
panies to take up the lands, only to hand 
them over to the people of this State to 
use in order that those syndicates and com­
panies might make a profit in the process. 
I am verv pleased indeed to see that the 
Secretary ·for Public Lands has reversed that 
policy and is holding the lands of this Stato 
for the people of the State, encouragmg them 
to take up the lands of their own State, to 
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which they are justly entitled, direct from 
the State itself. · 

I also congratulate the Secretary for Agri­
culture upon trying to solve the unemploy­
ment problem by establishing tobacco­
growers on the Beerburrum lands, amongst 
others. The tobacco farmers of this State 
will do very Irell, provided they are suit­
a.ble and take up the land which is at their 
disposal. Kotwithstanding what hon. mem­
bers on the other side ha.ve said I t!:unk 
that this Yenture of the Secretary' for Agri­
culture will be a success. At any raLe, I 
hope so, and I look forward to its being 
another milestone on the road of the Labour 
Party to prosperity in Queensland. 

I am glad to see that the City of Briobane 
.\et is to be amended. I was a member of 
the City Council, and I remember what [,ap­
pened three years ago as a result of the 
policy of the late Government to deprive the 
people of the city of Brisbane of their right 
to vote and hand it over to bricks and mor­
tar. I knm\ that at that time three or four 
votes were recorded in the Merthyr area on 
behalf of owners, one of whom was living 
m Vancouver, another one of whom was in 
Honolulu, and another in Scotland. .\fevm·­
theless their votes were duly recorded. Such 
was the policy of hon. members opposice, 
who believed in giving votes to land and 
bricks and mortar rather than to resident'. 
I will give hon. members an instance of 
how it operated in the Valley and Merthyr 
electorates. Previously there were 21 000 
electors in those areas for the State and F~de­
ral elections, but the great majority of thorn 
were deprived of their votes, and only 4,000 
were allowed to go to thG poll. In Coor­
paroo the numbers on the roll were reduced 
to 2,500 or 3,000, and only about 2,000 voted. 
The result was that throughout Brisbane 
many persons .were deprived of their right 
to vote. That IS a scandalous state of affairs 
because members of the community wh~ 
reach the age of twenty-one years whether 
they live in boarding-houses or h0:ve homes 
of their own, all contribute directly or indi­
rectly to the rates. Those who do not pay 
the rates directly but live in boarding-houses 
or rented houses are paying something to 
enable other people to pay their rates so 
they are entitled to their say in l~cal 
authority matters just as much as the rate­
payers them~elves. A number of aliens in 
the city of Brisbane who were not allowed 
by law to exercise the franchise in connec­
tion with State or Federal elections were 
permitted to vote at the last Briobane muni­
cipal election. In my area, a Chinaman 
voted for me-truly Chinaman's luck. 
Aboriginals, Syrians, and others were per­
mitted to vote at the municipal elections 
owing to the opportunities extended to brick 
and mortar, whil't natural-born citizens 
were deprived of the right to a say in their 
own country. I am very pleased that a 
Dill is to be introduced to return that right 
to the people so that they can have a ?,ay in 
their own country. 

I sincerely hope that there will also be 
a redistribution of electoral seats. I shall 
have something more to say about that 
matter later on. 

I am also very pleased that an Electric 
Light and Power Act Amendment Bill is 
to be introduced. I congratulate the Secre­
tary for Public Works on deciding to bring 
this measure forward. The Citv Electric 
Light Company has been able to ;;,ake huge 

profits by ht'avily burdening the ratepayers 
of this city for very many years. I hope 
that the Minister will look into the 1916 and 
1927 Orders in Council relating to franchises 
granted to this company in South Brisbane. 
These Orders in Council deprived the local 
authority of the right to supply the neces­
sary electric energy to the people in the 
area, a right to which the local authoritv 
was juotly entitled. The City Electric Ligh't 
Company allowed the trams to remain in 
the streets of Brisbane for ono day until they 
were able to force the local authority to 
grant it a satisfactory franchise. When the 
necessary Bills were being passed in the 
mt~rests of the company referred to, tho 
sohc1tors for the South Brisbane City C'oun­
cil rec~ived. a retainer on behalf of the City 
~lectnc Light Company to watch their 
mterests. That speaks for itself. 

I am also very pleased to know that an 
Elections Acts Amendr<1ent Bill is to be intro­
duced. Prior to the last redistribution the 
late Gove~·nment realised that they had so 
far commrtted themselves, and had so fa1· 
got into disfavour with the public thro11gh 
their legislati.on, that thty attempted to 
thwart the will of the people by altering 
the .electoral boundaries, hoping thereby t<:>· 
retam control of the Treasury benches. 
Pnor to the last elections the late member 
for Merthyr, a member of the Nationalist 
Party, trave1:sed that electorate in company 
with the charrman of the last Redistribution 
Commission, who >vas a public servant. I-Ie 
took that public servant under his win~ 
and traversed ~ho area. When the ho~: 
member for Buhmba was speaking the oth,,r 
day. and made reference to the last redistri­
b~twn,. the ho~. member for Cook charged 
hnn. With offermg an insult to the public 
serviCe. The greatest insult to the public 
serviCe was the action of the chairman of 
!he last Redistribution Commission in allow­
mg himself to be made a political tool by 
hon. members oppositP. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Rubbish! 
. :Jir. KENXY: \Vhy take advantage of your 
place m this House to make a charge liko 
that? 

:Mr. KEOGH: Hon. members opposite 
utilised the services of a member of the 
Criminal Investigation Branch to canvass 
the Merthyr electorate in the interests of 
the Nationalist c<:n~idate. They utilised thG 
services of the Cnmmal Investigation Branch 
to make a fa_lse report upon the allegation 
that school children were starving. The hon. 
m~mber for Oxley attacked me the other day 
without. any. reason whatever for having 
dealt with this matter from the public plat­
form; I did make the statement from tho 
pubhc platform that children were starving. 
I have m my posesosion a circular sent out 
by the hea~ teacher of the New Farm StatG 
school askrng the parents of New Farm 
to. send extra lunch to school with their 
children for thos~ . children whose parents· 
were not m a posrtwn to supply them with 
food. I have that circular in mY possession 
and I throw that statement back in th~ 
teeth of the . hon. member for Oxley. I 
d1d use !hat circular on the public platform. 
I read It from every platform on which I 
stood. The statement is true; and neithc·r 
the hon. member for Oxley nor the hon. 
member for Logan can deny it. The hon. 
member for Logan did make strenuous 
att.empts to deny it during the election cam­
pargn. 
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When the hon. member for Oxley was 
speaking the other day, he also referred to 
the fact that there were a number of new 
members on this side of the Chamber, and he 
warned the Premier that ho ''ould experi­
ence trouble through a number of members 
getting out of control. 'The Premier has 
this pleasure : He knows that he and the 
Deputy Leader of the Government were 
elected unanimously to their positions by 
the members of this party. He also knows 
that during his term of office he will have 
the un:1nimous support of hon. members on 
this side. He also knows that ho has not 
onlv the confide·nce of the members on 
thi; side but also the confidence of the 
people of Queensland. 

Mr. WILLIA;\IS (Port Curtis) [12.24 p.m.]: 
Before, ad·drossing myself to the question 
proper, I would like, Jl.1r. Deputy Speaker, 
to offer you n1y congratulations on your 
elevation to the position you hold as Chair· 
nwn of Committees. At the same time I 
desire to congratulate :Mr. Speaker, who 
happens to be absent at the moment. on his 
elevation tD the high and honourable posi­
tion to which he has been e leoted by this 
House. I am quite sure that Mr. Speaker 
and yourself will both discharge the high 

. honours attaching to your offices with credit 
and distinction to the State, to this House, 
and alco to the party to which you belong­
thr> great Australian Labour Party. As one 
of the new fry which has been caught in the 
meshes of tho political net for the first 
time. I must admit I have not had any 
pro>ious opportunity of judging yoiJ.r ability 
or fitness for the high position you hold; 
but, from what I have seen of you since 
Parliament has been opened, I am sure that 
you are eminently fitted for the position you 
have been elected to. I do not intend to 
give you arw trouble at any time, and you 
will not be c.1lled upon to name me more 
than once during each session. I am sure 
that it would be deplored if I were to 
<>ttcrnpt to take that honour from the hon. 
ml'mber for Cook. who appears to be well in 
tlw running for it. 

At 12.25 p.m., 
::\1r. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 
:\Ir. WILLIAMS: It is not my intention 

to make a lengthy address. It. has been 
oaid that brevity is the soul of wit. At the 
same time, we have to bear in mind that 
time is the essence of contract just as much 
as brevity is the soul of wit. \Vhen all is 
said and done, WP have come here to do the 
work of the State, and not waste our time 
in idle speech. As the representative of 
the Port Cm·tis electorate, one of the most 
important districts in the State. I have come 
into this Chamber with a definite promise to 
thE' people of my electorate and to myself 
that I will do something for them-that I 
will work and not talk-because in the past 
we have had members of Parliament who have 
YYorked and talked, while we have had others 
,,ho have talked witlcout working at all. I 
want to be in the category of those who talk 
]oss and work more. If I am not able to 
achieve my objective by doing that, I shall 
not be of any use to the people of Port 
{ 'm·tis, to my party, or to thP people of 
Queensland, and I will get out and make 
l'GOm for somebody who will. 

It must have been of considerable relief 
to the people of this State on 11th June 
"·h<'n the reign of the Moore Government 

[Jlr·. Keogh. 

terminated, and when the people were able 
to send that Government with its record of 
broken promises, together with its record 
of having attempted to bring the workers 
of this State down to the coolie love!, into 
the cool shades of opposition. The late Go­
vernment will be known as the GoYernment 
of the three D's-dopression, desolation, and 
destruction. That title will cling to the 
members of the late Government for a long 
period to come. They were the greatest band 
of pessimists that has ever come forward in 
the political life of Queensland. 

His Excellency, in that very fine Speech 
which he delivered at the opening of Parlia­
ment, announced that the Government in­
tended to grapple still further with the all­
important question of unemployment. It is 
the bugbear of all nations of the world 
to-day. Hon. members opposite may laugh, 
smile, or snigger when any reference is made 
on this side of the House to what the present 
Government have done and what they in­
tend. doing in regard to unemployment. 
The Premier and his Cabinet, particularly 
the Secretary for Labour and Industry, will, 
at the close of their term of office, be able to 
walk down the streets of the city and the 
lanes of the country holding up their heads 
with justifiable pride, and be able truly to 
repeat that old saying, " Something 
attempted, something done." We are justi­
ftably proud of what we have done already 
io relieve the evils of unemployment and 
of what we intend doing. I am a member 
of the Agricultural Committee of the Go­
vernment Party, and I represent a district 
which is nine-tenths agricultural in its pur­
suits. Recognising as I do that the basis 
of all wealth lies in primary production, I 
am very pleased that it is the intention of 
the Government to carry out a sound policy 
of land development and of increasing pro­
duction from t_he land, so far as it is pos­
slblc, by makmg new areas av.ailable for 
sdeetion. The land in my district, particu­
larly the scrub areas around Many Peaks, 
:\1onto, and Watalgan, are highly suited 
for closer settlement purposes. They are not 
suited for thB purpose for which they are 
now retained, namely, reafforestation. Only 
a. few days ago I returned from an inspec­
tion of one of those areas. The people of 
Port Cm·tis are hoping to soOL!re a visit from 
the Secretary for Public Lands with the 
object of inspecting these reserves and 
having them opened for settlement. 

I am pleased that the Government intend 
pursuing a policy of active forestry develop­
ment as well as a timber trade revival. 
In my own district, particularly around 
Manv Peaks and centres along the Bovno 
V alley line, the timber industry is practi­
cally stagnant. There are teamsters and 
t1mbor-getters who have not harnessed a 
horse or yoked a team of bullocks for man v 
years, and. who are feeling the pinch i~ 
common with the storekeepers and others 
w~o stick to those men through thick and 
thm. The forestry business in the various 
parts of the State needs some inquiry; and 
before my term expHes I trust that some 
all-round improvement will be effected in 
that connection. 

The tobacco industry is one which concerns 
my electorate-an electorate which is practi­
cally an agricultural area. It is pleasing­
that the Government intend to foster the 
tobacco industn·. Leaving Beorburrum out of 
the question fo"r the moment, there are other 
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areas in the State that could well be opened 
up for tobacco-growing. In my own district 
there are many rtreas suitable for tobacco­
growing, and I hope the Government will 
make some of that land available. 

It is pleasing also to note that the Go­
vernment arc making something worth while 
of the former stock experiment station at 
Yeerongpilly. The newly designated Animal 
Health Station will be an asset to the State. 

Like the hon. member for Kennedy, 1 
recognise that primary production is the 
basis of all WP1lth; and I am pleased to see 
the activity that Is going to be displayed 
and the optimistic note throughout th~ 
Governor's Speech with regard to agricul­
tural matters generally. 

In the matter of education I am glad 
the Government will maintai~ and extend 
that fine system, and I speak as an ex-teacher 
and a parent. Sir ::l-1attew Natha,n when 
o~ening a echool in the Central-West~rn dis­
tnct on one occasion made a remark which 
is particularly perti~ent. He said that a 
nation was only as powerful as its people 
were educated. We cannot bestow too many 
bouquets on the late Government for their 
interference with the fine educational svstem 
left to them b:· the previous Labour Govern­
ments. I '?ay say that in my own electo­
rate educatwnal matters will get my whole­
h.:;arted support and sympathy. Gladstone is 
without a high school or a rural school but 
I. trust t.hat someti1ing will be done to' pro­
nde a high .school for that important centre. 

I ;vould hke to see the port of Gladstone 
receive ,greater recognition than it has in the 
past. Just why, for instance, Brisbane and 
Rockhampton get the Ion!\ haulage rates 
when those r~tes are demed to the port 
of Gladstone IS beyond the comprehension 
of the people of Gladstone. There has 
always been trouble; but whether it has 
b.een due to a lack of political representa­
tion or to political influence elsewhere 
I am not prepar<ed to say. I do urge 
ho'':ever, that Gladstone be put on the same 
basis as the other ports of the Stat;•. 

I should Ii.ke the Secretary for Public 
Lands to visit mv electorate, particularly 
m the Upper .~urnctt a_rea, to inquire into 
the water facilities whJCh during the last 
few years ha w• been v<:>ry unsatisfactory to 
~he settler. The hon g<'ntleman might also 
mspect sc;·ub areas that arc not suitable 
for retcntwn as reafforestation blocks but 
are highly suited in every way for ~lo•er 
settl.ement bloc!<S. The plight of certain 
soldier s.:;ttlers m my area, at Ubobo, might 
a!so rermve the hon. gentleman's considera­
tiOn .. We know that he is a most sympathetic 
Mmister ;, and I am hopeful that he may be 
able to Improve the lot of some of those 
people whose difficulties have been accen­
tuated by drought conditions. 

I a.m Rlcased that the Government intend 
to brmg m the following measures:-

A Mortgagors and Debtors Relief Bill; 
A Contract of Sale and Hire Purchase 

Agreement Bill ; 
A Bureau of Industry Bill; 
A Conoolida;;ing Income Tax Bill; 
An Elections Acts Amendment Dill ; 
An Arbitrcttion Bill; 
A State Transport Bill; 
A Dairy Produce Act Amendm0nt Dill; 
A Brands Acts Amendment Bill; 

A :vletropolitan Milk Supply Dill; 
A Local Authorities Acts Amendment 

Dill; 
A City of Brisbane Acts Amendment 

Bill; 
A Hospitals Acts Amendment Bill; 
A Gas Act Amendment Bill; 
An 1£1Qctric Light and Power Act Amelld-

ment Bill; 
A Building Advances Validation Bill; 
A ~otification of Births Bill; 
A Land Acts ,\mendment Bill; 
A Grazing Districts Improvement Act 

Amendment Bill ; 
A Development of Unproductive Lands 

BilL 
These measures will go a very long way 
towards rehabilitating Queensland. I should 
like to compliment the Premier on the activi­
ties of the Government to-day. They have 
instituted a building improvement scheme 
which will provide practical benefits; they 
have also restored the scholarship and 
apprenticeship rights and privileges, and 
have appointed a royal commission to inquire 
into the scandals in connection with secret 
commissions paid in butter factories. In 
addition, they have instituted a winter relief 
>cheme for farmers, and have made advances 
to local authorities to enable them to carry 
on very necessary works of service to the 
community, with a view to providing work 
fm' unemployed. In addition to that, they 
have improved the conditions relating to 
single unemployed men who previously had to 
tramp from centre to centre before getting 
relief. I should like at this stage to con­
gratulate the Premier, not only on r.1y own 
behalf but on behalf of the people of my 
di~trict, many of whom were former sup­
porters of the Nationalist Governmem,. Yery 
many sugar-growers in my district have 
asked me to express their appr.,ciation of 
the Premier's stand in regard to the sugar 
agreement, and have also told me to con­
.-ey their good will to the Premier. It is 
qmte evident that the people h",ve nothing 
to be ashamed of in returning a Labour Go· 
vernment to power. I feel sure that in due 
time the Government will fulfil all their 
promises to the people made prio1· to the 
election on 11th June. May I express the 
hope that the Premier will see fit to extend 
the royal commission at present inquiring into 
the dairying industry so as to include other 
co-operative concerns. I refer more parti­
cularly to the sugar industry. I feel sure 
that the hon. member for Isis will also have 
a similar request, because I received from 
sugar-growers bordering on his area and 
my area a request that this be done. I 
hope the Premier will see his way clear to 
extend the commission so that it can inquire 
mto sugar matters generally. I was also 
pleased to see that Mr. Scullin so fittingly 
replied to the hon. member for Aubigny, 
the Leader of the Opposition, in regard to 
his remarks in connection with the sugar 
agreement. The hon. member for Aubigny 
stated that Mr. Scullin had not ratifi<1d the 
sugar agreement. Mr. Scullin, in his teply, 
said-

" The agreement which I signed on 
behalf of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment was a renewal, with some modifica­
tions, of an agreement whieh had been 
in force for many years, and at 110 tnne 
was it considered necessary to have it 

Mr. Williams.] 
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ratified by legislation. If ratilication by 
the Commonwealth Parliament .vere 
necessary, it would also require ratifica­
tion by the Queensland Parliament.'' 

He concluded by asking-
" If Mr. Moore really believes ·-·hat 

he says, why did he not have the agree­
ment ratified by his own Government?'' 

Amongst other things the Government might 
very well consider are the following :-

1. The raising of the minimum for 
tax-paying purposes to £250. 

2. The giving of more opportunity to 
young men to go on the land, with 
preference to landless men and boys as 
far as possible (all things being equal)_ 

3. !'.'Iarket town freight concessions to 
railway employees, and in some insta:acf'ls 
the restoration a! what is known as the 
"emergency passes" (especially in the 
case of sickness). 

Even if that privilege were abused in the 
past by many, it would assist the railway 
employees, who in many cases have to live 
long distances from town and cities. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you, 
Mr. Speaker, and hon. members for the 
patient hearing they have g·iven me; and 
I would like to join with other hon. mem­
bers in expressing the hope that you, sir, 
will be speedily restored to good health, and 
will be long spared to hold your high office. 

Mr. FUNNELL (Brisbane) [12.43 p.m.]: 
In speaking on the Address in Reply so ably 
moved by the hon. member for Kelvin Grove 
and seconded bv the hon. member for 
Bulimba, I should like first to congratulate 
you, Mr. Speaker, on your elevation to the 
high position of Speaker of this Assembly. 
With other hon. members, I trust that you 
will soon regain your health, and I prom1so 
you all the assistance I can possibly give you 
in making the discharge of your dmies 
easier. I also congratulate the Premier on 
becoming the occupant of that office in this 
great State, and members of the Government 
who have so capably settled down to their 
tasks as administrative heads of the depart­
ments. 

\Vith all due respect to our present Gover­
nor, Sir Leslie vVilson, I want to take this 
opportunity of expressing my belief that in 
times such as those we are experiencing in 
Queensland-trying times-the late Govern­
ment would have been wise to appoint a 
local Governor. By this means a consider­
able amount of expense would have been 
saved to the State. I have in mind a man 
who I believe would ably fill that position 
from every viewpoint to the satisfaction of 
the Governm<mt and the people of this State. 
That is our present Acting Governor. the 
Chief Justice of Queensland Sir James 
Blair. I believe that had tha't policy been 
pursued we would have had nothing to 
regret, and this high ofl1ce would have been 
filled as efficiently as by our present Governor. 
It is also the policy of the Labour Party 
that such positions should be filled by Aus­
tralians. Had the late Government not made 
that appointment hurriedly, but waited until 
after the election, it would have been fair 
to all interests in this State. Seeing that 
the elections were to be held in the very 
near future it would have been sounder 
policy to leave the appointment to the incom­
ing Government, whether Labour or anti­
Labour 

[Mr. Will~arns. 

During the term of the late Government 
we had many projects for financing of the 
State. Shortlv after the Moore Govern­
ment came into power, there was the much 
talked of .!\i"icmeyer Plan, which was adopted 
by that Government. When it was found 
that it was of no material assistance to the 
Govunment and that some other scheme had 
to take its place, another much-tallwd-of 
scheme, the so-called Premiere' Plan, was 
adopted. \Ve have heard a lot during the 
last few years to the effect that the Premiers' 
Plan was the only means of enabling the 
State again to balance its Budget. After 
three years of administration by the Moore 
Government the Budget was still unbalanced, 
and so the Premiers' Plan from that view­
point had failed in this State. The 
Premiers' Plan wao nothing more or less 
than a poverty policy of deflation, and, 
notwithstanding the operation of that plan 
in this State, the deficit of the late Govern­
ment for the last financial vear reached the 
record figure of £2,750,000. " 

Mr. SrzER: No. 

Mr. FUNNELL: That Is he greatest 
dc,ficit ever achieved in the history of Queens­
];wd since this State enjoyed responsible 
government. In addition, the Moore Go­
vernment accumulated a deficit of nearly 
£4,000,000 during their term of office of three 
vears. The people were informed during the 
election campaign that the Premiers' Plan 
had reached only the halfway mark, and 
that it was necessary to continue the plan 
still further. Wo were also told that by 
the continued operation of that plan streams 
of capital would flow into this State. If 
that was to be the logical result of the 
operation of the plan, then I can only con­
clude that the streams must have been 
dammed up somewhere, because no streams 
of fresh capital entered Queensland during 
the operation of the plan. A Premiers 
Conference was heid after the last election 
in Queensland, and that conference decided 
that a modification of the plan was essen­
tial. The Premier of Queensland moved an 
amendment at the conference, which was 
practically the resolution that was subse­
quently carried unanimously. This is the 
resolution that was adopted-

" That this conference affirms its 
adherence to the Premiers' Plan, and 
undertakes to meet interest obligations 
and to continue progresively to reduce 
budget deficits. That this conference of 
Premiers affirms its determination to 
meet all interest obligations, to continue 
progressively to reduce budget deficits, 
and to conduct public policy with a view 
to reviving industry so as to restore 
normal employment to those of our citi­
zens who have neither work nor wages." 

The latter part of the resolution embodies 
the• policy of the Labour Government. We 
hold that the Budget cannot be balanced in 
this State unless family budgets are balanced 
first. The Labour Party placed their views 
fairly and squarely before the electors of 
Queensland on the 11th June last, and the 
electors, after their experience of an anti­
Labour Government for three years, decided 
to return a Labour Government to power. 
I am perfectly satisfied that the electors of 
Queensland regretted the votes recorded 
against the Labour Party in 1929, when they 
returned an anti-Labour Government. I am 
also satisfied that the programme submitted 
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to the people by the Labour Party ~uring 
the election oampaign-one that will be 
carrioo out during the next three years­
will be the means of inducing the electors to 
grant the Labour Party a further term of 
office. 

One of the first acts of the Moore-Barnes 
Government on taking office in 1929 was 
deliberately to attack the cond1t10ns of the 
industrial working men and women. They 
moved the machinery at their disposal to 
take av:ay from these workers. all th~u· 
hard-fought for and won cond1twns, whiCh 
thev had gained through the many years' 
tenn of the previous Labour Government. 
Not onlv did the Moore-Barnes Government 
inaug·urate a campaign of wage-slashing and 
increasing of hours, but they actually w1th· 
drew from the rural workers, the pastoral 
workerB, and metalliferous _mining workers 
the protection of the Industnal Co~rt. As. a 
matter of fact 5{) per cent. of the mdustrwl 
working men and women in _this State were 
industrially outlawed. Th1s actwn was 
not fair and was tantamount to a crime. 
The industrial working men and women 
are justly entitled to the right to appl'oac_h 
the Industrial Court and place the1r 
claims before it during the term of office 
of an anti-Labour Government, just as they 
possessed that right prior to 1929 during the 
term of the previous Labour Government. 
The policy of the Austraha_n Labour Party 
give" access to the Industnal Court to all 
worker,'. This policy has brought about 
industrial rest and peace in our variou5 
industries. Notwithstanding the views placed 
before Parliament by quite a number of 
hon. members opposite, the members of the 
Moore-Bames Mi>listry during their term of 
office adopted a distinctly anti-w?rking-cla~s 
attitude. The ex-Secretary "or Public 
\Vorb, the hon. member for Logan, at one 
time held the view that all industrial awards 
and agreements should bo cancelled. 

l\1r. R. M. Knm: I never said anything 
of the kind. 

Mr. FUXNELL: Later, the ex-Attorney· 
General, Mr. l'v1acgroarty, expresse·d the v1e" 
that all Arbitration Court awards and agree. 
ments should be ringbarked. The only in­
terpretation that I can place on that phra,e 
is that arbitration court awards and agree· 
ments should be abolished altogether, 
because if ringbarking means anything it 
means killing. Had the ex-Attorney-General 
been able to persuade the majority of the 
members of his party at that time, . he 
would have been succusful m gettmg 
away with his views.. \Ve hav~ also the 
views of the ex-PremH'r, who, m address· 
ing the electors from the public platform 
in Toowoomba, demanded to know who 
were going to enjoy the 44-hour week 
which would be restored if Labour were 
returned to power. He asked, " Is it 
the parasites in industry?" I have yet to 
learn that working men and women are 
parasites. I hn,ve never known in Australian 
history such an insulting term to be used 
by tlie the leader of any political party. 
The workers of Queensland showed their 
resentment at that term by the expression 
of their feelings at the ballot-box on 11th 
June last when they voted the Moore-Barnes 
Governm~nt out of office. I am perfectly 
ntisfied that hon. members opposite will 
not have thr opportunity of sitting on the 
Government benches of this State for many 
years to come. That is the opinion I have 
formed from the views personally expressed 

to me bv hundreds of industrial working 
men and' women who ,,,ere deceived by the 
Moore-Barncs Government during the elec­
tion campaign in 1929. At all times during 
their term of office the 3.1oore-Barnes Go· 
vernment failed to show any sympat~y. to 
the workers of this Sbte whose cond1twns 
were attacked and whose standards of liviug 
were lo>vered. Had that Governmc>nt been 
more generous in its treatment of the work­
ing men and women of this State, the present 
position would not be as bad as it is to-day. 

The farming community also suff~red 
as che result of the actions of the prevwus 
Government. The primary producers found 
that the prices obtainable on the l'?cal 
markets for their products were partlCU· 
larly low and in somE> cases there was no 
ma1:ket at all. That was due to the general 
reduction in the purchasing power of the 
community. It is well known that the best 
market for the farming community is the 
local market. Unfortunately for themselves, 
the farmers found that, with the adve':t of 
the Moore Government, there was a restricted 
market for their products. Had the Govern­
ment considered the best interests of all 
sections, they would have maintained. a 
purchasing power in the commumty. 
After all, most workers spend to the full 
extent of their earnings. They have to do 
so, because the wages fixed by the industrial 
tribunal merely enable them to buy the 
bare necessaries of life. vVith the reduc­
tion in wage levels introduced by the pre· 
vious Government, many workers were unable 
to buv some products of the farmers whiCh 
are r~garded to some extent as lux~1ries. Is 
it any wonder, then, that the farmmg C<_Jm­
munity, dependent upon reasona~l~ pnces 
for their products, found the1r pos1t1on _par­
ticularly bad as the result of the restncted 
purchasing power in the local market? 

Labour Governments have always stood for 
a fair deal to all sections of the commumty. 
If the same fair deal had been given by the 
Moore Government, I am satis~ed they 
would have received a more patient a:nd 
attentive hearing during the recent electwn 
campaign. By way of police protection to 
tho members of the last Government at 
various political meetings whic? they 
addressed considerable expense was mcurred 
to the St~te. At a later stage I shall take 
the opportunity of asking questions on that 
matter. It is beyond me how hon. members 
opposite,. when th~J: were the_ Governme_nt, 
j usti6ed the p~oviswn o~ pohce protectw!l 
during the electwn campaign. Such expendi­
ture was unwarranted, particularly duri':g 
times of depression. The Labour Party _did 
not make the present position, but inhented 
it from the Moore Government. I am 
sure that the majority of the electors 
also realised that when they voted out that 
Government. Much has been said by 
members of the Opposition in reference 
to the assistance given to the un_em­
ployed in this State. When the prevwus 
Labour Government went out of office in 
May, 1929, the total number of unemployed 
in the State was 11,500. After three years 
of the administration of the Moore-Barnes 
Government the total number of unemployed 
in this State had increased to 40,{)00. That 
is proof positive that a Labour Government 
is the only Government which endeavours 
to relieve the unemployed position. Had 
Labour been returned again in 1929, the task 
of grappling with 11,500 unemployed would 

Mr. Funnell.] 
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ln>Ye been a simple one; but to-day we ha ye 
the gigantic task of endeavouring to place 
in employment something- like 40,000 unem­
ployed male and female workers in the 
State. When the Labour Government took 
office, the overdraft in the unemployment 
relief fund wa' £108,500 and, with 14,000 
married men on relief work, it can be 
readily realised what a task faces the pre­
sent Government. 

\Yhat made matters worse was the fact 
that nothing had been .done in regard to 
granting assistance to single men, who were 
forced to walk from station to station before 
getting rations. I know from information 
received that a great injustice was done by 
the 1\Ioore-Barnes Government to single men. 
I know one instance where two brothers who 
were receiYing rations were compelled to 
walk to the Beenleigh police station in order 
to be in a position to get further rations. 
One unfortunate boy fell by the wayside. 
Through being compelled to walk some dis­
tance barefooted the stones cut his feet and 
caused the blood to run. The elder brother 
carried him on his back the remainder of the 
way to the police station in order that both 
might receive rations. The Labour Party do 
not stand for that sort of thing. The Labour 
Party at all times hold the view that, when 
Bmploymcnt cannot be given. at least 
rations shall be supplied in order that the 
unemployed worker may liYe. That is the 
policy of the present Government; and, on 
taking office, arrangements along those lines 
were made by the Secretary for Labour and 
Industry, so that to-day single men in this 
State can get rations without leaving the 
city, instead of having to walk one week 
to Ipswich, the following week to Been­
leigh, and the third week to Caboolture. 
That is the most humane policy for any 
Government to adopt. 

::Y1r. MORGAN: The Nationalist Goyernment 
did that. 

:\It·. FUNNELL : The total figures of the 
registered unemployed throughout the State 
show that 50 per cent. of the unemployed 
are in the metropolitan area. In addition to 
that, 7,000 married men and approximately 
4.000 single men in Brisbane will benefit by 
the humanitarian policv initiated bv the 
Labour Government. 'The task of the 
Government is a gigantic one ; but it is one 
·which the Government thoroughly under­
stand, and are grappling with, and endeav­
our to solvB the position within the next 
three years. The policy of the Labour Party 
is. not one for this week or this year, but 
will extend oYer three years; and it is on 
that policy that the electors of Queensland 
put Labour back in power. I am satisfted 
that the progress made during the last two 
months prove that in three years the 
electors will find that the Government's 
policv in that direction is cntirelv c:crricd 
out. · • 

I also give my entire support to the fore­
sight of the Secretary for Labour and In­
dustry in arranging with the Brisbane City 
.Council fo-r the granting of loans totalling 
£51,000 as a subsidy to the local authority's 
sche?1e ·for electricity and water supply ex­
tensiOns. I understand that £21,000 of the 
total sum is to be spent in the electricity 
department, £20,000 in the water supply 
department, and £10,000 on the recondition­
ing a_nd covering in the Lang Park sewer, 
Paddmgton. The first two works, in addition 
to giving employment, will give water and 

[Mr. Ji'unncll. 

light to our citizens who at present have 
neither. whilst the other works a-re of a 
useful character not only from a reproduc­
tive but also from a health point of view, 
and will be of great beneftt to tho areas 
affected. 

I want to refer also to the assistance given 
to the Citv Council by the Government to 
enable it to continue its operations under 
the intermittent relief scheme. This will 
mean the employment of 7,000 married men 
and 4,000 single men. The Govc·rnment have 
made a grant of £30,000 and a loan of 
£30 000 to the council for this purpose. We 
knoZ,. that the responsibility for unemploy­
ment in this State does not rest on the 
shoulders of the Government alone. The 
responsibility largely is on the private 
employers throughout the State, the local 
authorities, and then the Government. The 
benefits which the unemployed will receive 
from these schemes are not conftned to the 
workers, because the business community 
will •reap equal advantage. Quite a number 
of business firms and industries have so felt 
the effects of the depression that they have 
been compelled to reducB the numbers of 
their employees, simply because the pur­
chasing nower of the workers was reduced 
and the amount of goods purchased pre­
Yiouslv under a Labour Government was not 
maintained under the anti-Labour govern­
ment. I venture to say that during the 
next three years a great improvement will 
take place throughout our industries, and 
that the Government's policy will be the 
means of placing in employment those who 
have no work, and that employment in 
that direction will mean increased employ­
ment in other directions. 

I congratulate the Government upon their 
intention to introduce a Mortgagors . nd 
Debto-rs Relief BilL I am satisfied that a 
statute on those lines will be a powerful 
means of reducing the unemployment of 
female workers in this city and throughout 
the State. I am satisfied, from inquiries 
made and information received, that quite a 
number of clothing manufacturers will be 
able to employ 50 per cent. and 100 per cent. 
more employees, when they get relief under 
that measure. A large number of manufac­
turers have in bond large supplies of raw 
material which they u.re anxious to release for 
manufacture into clothing for juniors, for 
which I understand there is a good market. 
I am satisfied that the passage of the mea­
sure will provide employment for hundreds 
of the unfortunate female workers who_ are 
to-day unemployed. 

The Government also propose to intro­
duce an Electric Light and Power Ad 
.\mendment Bill and a Gas Act Amendment 
BilL We are all aware that electric light 
and gas, together with bread, butter, and 
meat have remained out of the reach of 
many in this State during the past three 
years. We are well aware that wages 
uffecting these industries have been reduced, 
hours increased, and costs generally scaled 
down. \Vhy are these most necessary com­
modities still out of the reach of many poor 
people? 

Before concluding I should like to point 
out that quite a number of the prominent 
Nationalist Party officials benefited by the 
holding of the Mungana and Racing Com­
missions. I do not wish to discuss the merits 
or demerits of those matters. Suffice it to say 
that Mr. McGill, Mr. Hancock, Messrs. 
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Fitzgerald and Walsh, and quite a number 
ol' other Nationalist supporters benefited by 
ihe appointment of those Commissions. 

It is only fitting that I should express my 
appreciation of those defeated Labour mem­
bers who sat in opposition during the past 
three years for their wonderful fight in pro­
tecting the Labour laws that had been passed 
by the Labour Government during their 
puiod of oHice from ] 915 to 1929. I feel it 
my duty to give credit to those stalwart.' 
of the Labour movement for the wonderful 
fic;ht they put up during the past three years. 
I desire also to congratulate the Premier 
and his Cabinet for the masterly manner in 
which they are endeavouring to grapple with 
.all the problems of State. I feel perfectly 
satisfied that the affairs of State will be 
administered sympathetically, and this will 
b•• in direct contrast with the actions of the 
previous Government. 

I am pleased to know that it is the inten­
tion of the Government to give earnest and 
serious consideration to the problem of 
bringing unproductive land into a state of 
development. I know of my own personal 
knowledge of large areas of unproductive 
land in close proximity to the city of Bris­
hane. I am setisfied that the policy to be 
pursued by the Government will be the 
means of permanently settling some hlJlldreds 
of persons at present unemployed in' the 
various industriea. 

I also desir0 to congratulate the. Secretary 
for lllines upon the progressive policy inau­
gurated by his ·department. At the present 
time there are about 4,000 prospectors scat­
tered throughout the various mining fields 
of the State. In quite a number of cases 
the: are able to win sufficient to provide 
a reasonable living; and in some cases much 
better results can be shown. I am also satis­
fied that, given a reasonable chance, a 
continuance of this policy will mean further 
discoveries in tbis State. Indications point 
to the fact that within the next three years 
the production of gold in Queensland will 
be a record. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
has exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

i\lr. GODFREY MORGAN (Jfurilla) [2.24 
p.m.]: I desire to congratulate you, Mr. 
Speaker, upon your elevation to the high 
and important office you occupy. I feel 
sure that, from your long experience in this 
Parliament, you will do justice to the· posi­
tion. and discharge your duties to the satis­
faction of hon. members on both sides of 
the House. At the same time, I trust that 
you will not seek to turn this Assemblv into 
.1 Sunday School. Parliament is a "place 
where the representatives of the people are 
supposed to !Zivc knocks as well as to take 
them; and. If we have any manhood in us 
at all, we ::hould be prepared for such cir­
cum,tances. VVe should say \\hat we believe 
to he right and proper in the interests of 
the State, no matter on which side of the 
Honso we n1ay sit. 

The hon. member who has iust rc,umed 
his seat said that the Moore" Government 
w~r~ re:ponsibl~ for certain conditions apper­
tammg to the IS'UP· of rations to the single 
meu; and, with tears in his eves told how 
ono unfortunate individual wh;, .;,as forced 
to take to the roads_ suffered from sore feet 
and had to be carried the rest of the journey 
by his qrother. The conditions which the 

hon. member complained of were in exist­
ence during the whole of the fourteen years' 
term of office of the preceding Labour Go­
vernment, only in a much more aggrav:ated 
form. During their term of office smg le 
men had to walk from place to place before 
!hey received rations valued at t·<. 10d.; but 
the Moore GO\·ernment increased that ration 
allowance to 6s., and gave the recipient an 
order for food of that value. Therefore, 
during the regime of the Moore Government 
the conditions of the single men in this 
respect were improved by 60 per cent., as 
compared with the conditions exi,ting under 
the preceding Labour Government. In view 
of this fact the remarks of the hon. member 
carry very little weight . 

The hon. member for Brisbane also re­
ferred to the fact that 4,000 men wore at 
present eng>tged in prospecting, a fact which 
he ascribed to the progressive policy of the 
Secretary for r>Iincs. I would remind hi m 
that practically .every one of those men was 
so engaged during the JY1oore GoYernn1ent 
regime. I hope that their labours will be 
rewarded by the discovery of new gold­
fields, which will assist the State out of Its 
difficulties. 

I am very pleased th!'t the Ministry . has 
oeen fit to disclose to this House the freight 
eonce,,ions which have been granted to the 
Mount Isa Company. ·when the Govern­
ment decided to give the Mount Isa Com­
pany certain concessions, a little para!jraph 
appeared in the press conveymg that mfor­
mation. ·when Parliament assembled, I asked 
a question i~ order to elicit the extent . of 
those concessions. I V\t'"as giYcn an evasive 
reply. Members of the_ Opposition, "·hether 
Labour or N at10nahst. resent evasive 
rcnlies. In matters of that kind I claim, 
an'd have a! ways claimed, that the people 
should have full information on these matters. 
Matters of this description have no right 
to be hidden from the people. If the agree­
ment is one that the Government are proud 
of or one which thev desire should become 
kr:own, why should there be any necessity 
for evasive replies? \Vhv were not the people 
told exactly the conditions under which the 
Mount Isa Company received relief? Had 
the information been supplied in response 
to rny question, a _lot of unpleasantness 
would have been avoided. I was forced to 
take a certain stand in order to obtain this 
information. The freight rates on the Mount 
Isa line are, perhaps, the lowest in existence 
in any State of ~'l.ustralia or in any country 
in the world. A Bill was put through th1s 
House regarding that line, and the conce-;­
sions were granted by Act of Parliament. 
The Mount Isa Company undertook that, 
if that line were built and it did not pay 
intcre8t on working expen~es 1 it would reim­
burse the Government to the extent of 
£13.000 per annum over a period of ten 
vcars, but the maximum amount of guaran­
tee payable was not to exceed £130,000. The 
railway did not pay working expPnses, and 
therefore did not pay interest on the capital 
cost. Under the terms of the g-uarantee 
the company was called upon in 1930 to pay 
£13,000 in respect of the first year's working. 
There was still a loss on the working of the 
line in 1931, and after the company had 
waited on me by way of deputation, when, 
as it gave no rf':-tson why the agreement 
entered into should be broken, it was called 
upon to pay the guarantee of £13,000. I 
instructed the Commissioner for Railways to 
collect the amount before the end of the 
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financial year. The company held off uutil 
there was a change of Government, and 
has succeeded in persuading the present Go­
vernment to relieve it of its obligations 
in that respect. At the end of the financial 
year just concluded thew was still a loss. 
'Ne do not know the ext,nt of that loss, 
but we can assume that the company "ill 
be liable for approximately £13.000. 'fhe 
Government have, therefore, relieved the 
company of £26,000 so far as those two years 
are concerned. If for the next seven years 
the Government continue to relieve the com­
pany of their responsibility, an amount of 
£117,000 will be involved. 

It has been stated that the Railway Depart­
ment's auditor is to inquire into the books of 
the company; but my contention is that the 
Auditor-General should have been instructed 
to ascertain whether anv waste or extrava­
gance "as associated w{th the management 
of the company, and what the directors were 
receiving by way of emolument. We know 
that the directors of these mining companies 
receive thousands of pounds per annum, and 
there may be wilful waste and extra\ agance 
in connection with the company's business. 
If that were the case here, it would be 
particularly unreasonable for the Mount Isa 
Company to approach the Government with 
a request to be relieved of responsibilities 
which they undertook, merely in order to 
reduce the cost of production. I admit that 
the company is employing a large number 
of men. At the same time it is well to 
remember that in the initial stages of its 
operations here the company had an Ameri­
can brought to Australia to see that every 
penny was spent in America that could pos­
sibly be spent there. American timber to 
the value of thousands of pounds was used 
to build homes and other buildings at Mount 
Isa, whilst at the same time our own timber 
industry was languishing. That is the com­
pany for which the Government are pre­
pared to sacrifice a great deal without any 
investigation whatsoever! Before any agree­
ment was entered into, the Auditor-General 
should have been asked to go into the mat­
ter thoroughly and report to the Govern­
ment. The matter should have been brought 
before Parliament, seeing that Parliament 
was responsible for entering into the first 
agreement with the company. If it '·'as 
considered that ihe interests of the State 
demanded that the company should receive 
con_cessions. Parliament is the authority 
whiCh should have decided. The Ministrv 
should have been pleased not to accept the 
responsibility, but to brino- the matter before 
this Parliament with a. report from the Audi­
tor-General. If that had been done and tbe 
Auditor-General's report had been found 
satisfactory, Parliament would have sanc­
tioned the agreement, because no one if he 
can help it, wishes to do anything th~t will 
close up this mine. 

Furthermore, although the Government are 
going _to relieve tl:e company of £117,000, 
there IS no suggestion that, in the event of 
the company making huge profits, it will 
refund that money to the Government. All 
it will refund is the amount involved in the 
rebate~ on fr~ights. The Railwav Depart, 
ment IS carrymg from and to ]\fount Isa at 
a loss. Whilst the company may be called 
upon to recoup the Government in respect of 
thosE> rebates, there is no mention of recoup­
ment in regard to the £130,000 guarantee 
involved in the construction of the Duchess-

[llir. J.'tiorgan. 

Mount lsa line. 'I'he com)Jany will go scat­
free. 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT; Your state­
ment is not correct. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: The Premier's. 
letter to the company, which was read yes­
terday, does not state that the guarantee 
will be enforced. 

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: There is 
nothing in it to say that the company has 
been relieved of its responsibility in regard 
to the guarantee. 

Mr. GODFREY M ORGAN: It is stated 
definitely in regard to railway rebates that 
the company will repay ; but there is nothing 
in the agreement to say that no matte1· 
.,-hat the profits may be the company will 
repay the guarantee it entered into so far 
as the interest on the capital cost of the 
construction of the railway is concerned. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : There is 
nothing to say that the guarantee has been 
abolished. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: It says-
" This arrangement is subject to the 

~hie£ Railway Auditor, making a~,inspcc­
twn of your company s account. 

It should not be left to the Railway Audi­
tor. 

The l\IIKISTER FOR TRANSPORT: Don't sou 
think the Railway Auditor is a competent 
!lnan? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: That is not 
the question. It is the Auditor-General's. 
business to look after the whole of the 
State revenue. The Railway Auditor is an 
insignificant individual compared with the 
Auditor-General. The Auditor-General can­
not be influenced by politicians. It is his 
duty to look after the interests of the whole 
State. The Railway Auditor is in a dif­
ferent position altogether, and everybody 
realises that. I trust that it is not too late 
for the Government to decide that the Audi­
tor-General should make an investigation of 
the books of the company. 

At th<' same time it was announced that 
the frcighto and fares which were reduced 
on 1st May, 1932, would be restored by the 
Labour Government on certain primary pro­
ducts such as wool, livestock, and high­
class merchandise, as these reductions had 
been made by the Moore Government on the 
eve of an election. I referred to that mat­
ter in a. previous speech, and do not wish to 
refer to it again beyond saying that these 
reductions were withdrawn with the excep­
tion of the reduction in fares in the city of 
Brisbane. I want to know whether the Com­
missiOner recommended that the freight 
rates prior to 1st May last be restored; 
and whether, in his recommendation, he 
stated that the fares in the city should 
not be altered. I want to know whether 
the Commissioner took upon his own 
shoulders the responsibility of recommending 
to the Government that the re-ductions in 
freight on those commodities be restored and 
that the lower fares in the city should be 
continued. 

I haYe been accused of reducing heights 
without consulting the Commissioner. That 
is a matter of Government policy. I admit 
that the Cabinet were responsible for reduc­
ing freight'. I admit that during the fou_r­
teen years the Labour Government were m 
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power there never was any reduction in 
ir<>ights-thc alterations were all increases. 
I3ut cluring those fourteen )·ears some freights 
"·ere increased by over 100 per cent. During 
those vears did the Commissioner recommend 
those 'increases, or were they imposed by the 
Government? Then, with regard to tho men 
"·ho went on strike in the North and were 
rPinsbted, I want to know whether the 
Con1n1issioner recornrnendcd that those 
strikers should be reinstated. Will the :Minis­
ter answer that? 

The SECRETAUY FOR 111INES: Did the Com­
missioner recommend the construction of the 
hor·,·hoxc' '! 

:\1r. GODFH.EY MORGAN: Whether the 
Cmunnssioner recommended it or not the 
fact ic. that the six hor~e-boxes that 'were 
·Constructed are the most payable trucks we 
have on the railwaYs to-dav. If we could 
•construct one hund.rcd simll"'r trucks and 
find work for them, the railways would soon 
Le payiug. I asked tho Commi0c;ioncr to 
take out the figures after they had been 
<Jpcrating a certain time, and the figures 
Bhowcd that no truck was more payable than 
the horse-boxes. That is mv replv to the 
statement that it was political action, and 
that we did not consult the Commissioner. 
The reduction in freights was decided bv 
the C:abinet. We did what we thought wa's 
the right and proper thmg; as the expendi­
!ure in r;onnection with the railway; had 
been cunsiderably reduced. \V e received an 
adva:Jtage in regard to the reduction of 
wages and numerous other matters und we 
thought it only right to pass on to those who 
were paying excessiye freights a certain 
amount of the saving, to which they wero 
entitled. To illustrate to hon. members how 
the Railway Department carries some goods 
-at a lo~s. such as .sugar-cane, coal, and ore. 
and ho,v, as a rr:ult, n_umerous other things 
are conveyed on th0 rmlw":ys at what might 
be termed exorb1tant rates m order to recoup 
that locg, _let me <Juote the following figures 
for lOO miles, which are on much the same 
Lasis as for all distances:-

Per ton 
per mile. 

d. 
0.83 
1.69 

Sugar cane (truck loa-ds) 
Raw sugar (truck loads) 
Agricultural produce (truck loads) 

to ports 
Agricultural produce (truck loads) 

to other than ports . . . . , . 
Concentrates (Mount Isa), 606 miles, 

30s. 4d. per ton ... . .. 

1.46 

2.34 

0.68 
The last is an exceptionally low rate. There 
is nothing equal to it anYwhere in Aus­
tralia. Before the, Moorc Government made 
the reduction on the freight for wool, it cost, 
for 500 miles-and It W[LS practicallY the same 
for all disbnces-4.23d. per ton· per mile. 
After we made the reduction, it was 3.27d. 
per ton per rniJ,e, and the figures are almost 
the same in re.,ard to live stock, so th"'t 
wool, hve stock, and what we know as .high­
class n~errhandisc: ~uch as gr?ceries, drapery, 
and Wtne and Si""'lrits, of which the ra1hv~ys 
carry "' considerable quantity pay cxceiJ­
tionally high freights owing to' the, fact that 
the railways are carrying a considerable 
amount of freight at a loss. \Vhen the Go­
vernment gave the concession to the Mount 
Isa Company-and we have no complaint 
about that~the:r immediately incrca;;cd tlw 
freight on wool L the exb:nt of £26,738. 

That meant that thev relieved Jl,lount Isa; 
whrn they should hav~ collected th~t £26,000. 
and, in order to make up the loss--

The MINTRTER VOR TnAo;SPOR'r : The conces­
sion was only £13,000, and you know it. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAX: The Gove-rn· 
mcnt have relieved the company to th" 
Pxtent of £13,000, and h"'ve stated that they 
will give favourable consideration for relief 
from year to year. I have no doubt that 
they will relieve the company of that '!-mount, 
but, taking it at £13,000, the freight on 
wool is increased immediately to the extent 
of £26,788. 

The MDi!STER FOR TRANSPORT : You know 
your party made statements which damaged 
Mount Isa. 

J\Ir. GODFREY MORGA~: Absolutely 
untruo! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. GODFREY MORGA:-.1': At any rate, 

we know what happened in regard to lVIount 
Isa, \Ye had a full debate on that questwn 
in the House, and it was admitted th"'t 
numerous members of thA late Labour Party 
received parcels of shares .as free gifts two 
or three days before the Bill W[LS passed. 
That statcrnent is contained in "Hansard." 
It was admitted by a member of the 
Labour Government. Numerous members of 
the Labour Partv received free gifts of 
parcels of Mount' Isa shares a few days 
before the comtruction of the Duchess-Mount 
Isa line was approved by this Parliament. 

The MIKISTER FOR TRANSPORT : What about 
the butter industry? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member for Murilla to address the Chair. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I was drawn 
off the track by the interjection of the 
Jl,linister for Transport. No one has a greater 
experience of the wool industry, and no one 
did more in the interests of the wool indus­
try than you did yourself, Mr. Speaker, 
when you sat in opposition. You drew 
attention to the high costs of production and 
tn the low prices for the wool offered at 
auction. Hei·e was an industry that was 
practically down and out, becoming poorer 
end poorer, and inevitably rushing to a 
fin"'ncial crash; yet the Government decided 
to increase the railway freight on wool, in­
volving the payment of an addition"'l £26,788. 
The Railway Department is not going to 
secure that additional amount. I know that 
already contracts have been let in the North 
for the conveyance of 10,000 bales of wool 
to the Gulf to be conveyed to Brisbane by 
boat. In my own electorate the growers 
who remained loyal to the Railway Depart­
ment during my term of office as Secretary 
for Railways when they could have trans­
ported their wool more cheaply by other 
rncans now re;;ent the new impost, and have 
entered into contracts to have their wool 
conveyed to Briebane by other means. It 
would be quite a different matter if wool 
was realising a reasonable price to-day. 

No doubt there was some justification for 
the action of the Labour Government in 
increasing the freight rate on wool during­
the boom period, I have here the figun'o< 
showing- the fl·oight on greasy wool for 100, 
200, 300, and 500 miles; but I propose to 
refer only to the rate in respect of 500 miles. 
In the year 1914-15, when the Labour Go­
vernment were returned to office, the freight 
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on greasy wool for a distance of 500 miles 
was 93s. 4d. per ton; but the Labour Govern­
ment increased that amount to 176s. 3d. per 
ton, or an increase of 88.85 per cent. I 
admit that during that period wool 
realised as high as 36d. per lb. in the 
grease, and that the increased railway 
freights were justified in view of the pro­
portionate increase in railway costs gener­
ally; but wool has now fallen in price to 
the lowest level experienced in the history 
of Australia, and it is only reasonable that 
rail way freights sho11ld decline in a like 
proportion. The Railway Department has 
been relieved of working costs to the extent 
of from £2,DOO,OOO to £3,000,000, and it is 
only fair that the wool industry should be 
permitted to r,articipate in the benefit of 
this reduction. At one time there wore 
22,000 men on the permanent staff of the 
Railway Department; but to-day the number 
reaches only 15,000. ' 

Mr. WATERS : Did you saclr the other 
7.000? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: No. The 
Labour Government sacked 4,000 men before 
W<l came into power. I was responsible for 
placing a few of the railwaymen on railway 
superannuation; but it cannot be said that 
these men were sacked. 

Mr. GAIR: They were forced to go on 
the superannuation fund. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: They were 
very pleased to be able to avail themselves 
of that scheme. The present Government are 
not game to deprive the railway employees 
of th€ benefit of that scheme. During the 
period that the Moore Government were in 
power, the freight on wool was reduced from 
176s. per ton to 136s. per ton, or a reduction 
of 40s. per ton for the conveyance of greasy 
wool a distance of 500 miles. That reduc­
tion was not at all adequate. The industry 
deserved a greater reduction, which would 
have been provided had the Moore Govern­
ment remained in power. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You were the 
most extravagant Secretary for Railways 
Queensland evet· had. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I was the 
most economical :Minister. During my occu­
pancy of the position of Secretary for Rail­
ways I discovered that an agreement had 
been entered into between the Provisonal 
Forestry Board and the Australian vVorkers' 
Union for the supply of railway sleepers. 
When I assumed control, under that agree­
ment sleepers cost the department £26 5s. 
or £26 10s. per 100, and I was able to reduce 
that cost to £12 or £15 per 100. 

Mr. FoLEY: You made .Glaves of the 
timber-getters. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I also found 
that the Government Printer was robbing the 
department in the matter of printing sup­
plies. I called for tenders for the supply 
of printing; and, as a result I was able to 
enter into an agreement with the Govern­
ment Printer and thereby save an enormous 
amount of money for the department. I 
challenge contradiction of mY statement 
that I was the most economical Minister that 
has ever presided over the Railway Depart­
ment. 

Again, I instituted a policy whereby the 
R~ilway Depart.ment was to pay for all sup­
phe~ or conc_esswns, and to be paid for any 
serv1ce that 1t rendered to any other depart-

[Mr. Morgan. 

ment. I found in connection with the issue 
of free passes, not in any way pertaining to 
the railway workers, but to members of 
Pa·rliarnent, their wives, and others, that the 
department was losing- revenue amounting 
approximately to ±:15,000 per annum. As a 
result of my representations to the Govern­
ment, the department is now credited with 
the value of any free pass which is issued. 
This arrangement benefited the department 
by £15,000. With the exception of the passes 
issued to railway men, the cost of the passes 
used by persons using the railways is now 
charged to the department which issues 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~MINES : You is"l!Cd 
them, then got them back, and cancelled 
them. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I am sorry to 
say that is an absolute lie. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for :;\furilla knows that he is not in order 
in accusing the Secretary for Mines of lying. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA=": I ask that 
the Secretary for Mines be made to with­
draw that statement. I challenge him to 
prove it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! Will the hon. 
member withdraw? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA~: Yes, I >vith­
draw, but I think-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! I would point 
out to the Secretary for Mines that no· 
Minister will be permitted to upset the dis­
cipline of debate. I insist that they, like 
other hon. members, must sit and listen to 
the speeches and not interrupt. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: I would be 
surprised to hear that I issued six free 
passes on the railways. vVhenever an appli­
cation was made to me for a free pacs, 
whether it was by a blind person or other­
wise, I immediately sent the application to 
the Premier, and forced him to take the 
responsibility of issuing the paee. If the 
Premier, the Home Secretary, or the Secre­
tary for Labour and Indmtry issued a pass, 
then the Railway Department was paid by 
the department which issued the pass. I 
looked at the matter from a revenue point 
of view, and forced the department respon­
sible for the issue of the pass to accept rhe 
responsibility of the cost. 

Mr. FDLEY: What did you save on special 
trains? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA~: I saved au 
enormous amount. During my three years' 
administration of the department I s::ved 
£4,000,000 as compared with the 1928-29 
period. .h a result of my administration, 
during the first year of office of the late 
Government a saving of £750,000 was 
effected. In the following year the saving 
was £1,250,000, and in the third year 
£200,000. 

Mr. LARCOMBE: Yet your deficits wore· 
larger. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA)[: During the 
period when the hon. member for Hock· 
hampton presided over the Railway Depart­
n1ent his revenue increased by SAYr-ral 
millions, wher·eas the revenue during 1ny 
period of administration decreased. The 
hon. member for Rockhampton showed 
losses on the working of the department 
during his administration up to £2,000.000' 
per annum. The Railway Department 
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showed losses aggregating £20,000,000 in 
the fourteen years' regime of Labour, which 
were the most prosperous years in the 
history of Queensland. When I took over 
the control of the department, the railway 
systems the world over, including Canada. 
which had previously showed profits of 
millions of pounds, were showing losses. 

Mr. LARCmiDE: They did not show profits. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN: During the 
last three years the Canadian railways have 
shown losses of £10,000,000. The losses on 
the Queensland railways during the past 
three years were less than during the pros­
perous periods which Queensland had passed 
through when Labour was in office. Whilst 
Victoria and other Southern States showed 
profits during the period that the hon. mem­
ber for Rockhampton was Secretary for Rail­
ways, these States did not show as good a 
financial position as the Queensland railways 
did during my occupancy of office. The 
position of the Queensland railways improved 
enormously during the regime of the last 
Government. The freight on cattle per 
" K " wagon for a distance of 500 miles was 
291s. in 1914-15, which was increased to 490s. 
3d. in 1928-29. We reduced that to 409s. 
For an "N" van of sheep travelling 500 
miles the freight had increased from 295s. 
in 1914-15 to 622s. 6d. in 1928-29. We 
reduced that freight to 466s. 6d.-a reduc­
tion of 156s. 

We also made reductions in the freights on 
store cattle and sheep. I want to make it 
clear that, although I am no longer in charge 
of the railways, I am still the champion of 
the railways, and I shall champion the use 
of the railw:1ys against all other forms of 
transport. By reducing freights on store 
cattle and sheep we increased railway traf­
fic considerably. The moment the freights 
were increased again there was a diminutiOn. 
I know of one case in my own district where 
500 cattle were ready to be moved by rail 
from Miles to a destination in New South 
Wales, but the trucks for those cattle were 
not ordered when the freights were increased. 
Increasing freights does not mean increasing 
the revenue; and that is a point that I was 
continually urging on the Commissioner for 
Railways. Other forms of transport are 
encouraged when freights are increased; and 
it is safe to say that thousands of sheep and 
cattle would have travelled by rail had 
increased freights not operated. The reve­
nue would have improved and railwav 
employees would ha vc benefited. After all, 
the railway employee has as much right to 
be considered as any other employee. 

The concession which has been granted to 
the Mount Isa Company should not have 
been a charge on the Railway Department; 
it should have been a charge on the consoli­
dated revenue. The Labour Government 
introduced a good system when they provided 
that, in respect of rebates granted on the 
conveyance of fodder for starving stock, the 
loss should be made good to the Railway 
Department from the consolidated revenue. 
Similarly with the Mount Isa concession. 
The users of the railways should not be 
saddled with the expenditure, nor should the 
railway employees be asked to bear this 
burden. During our period the Railway 
Department was subsidising the Chillagoe 
smelters to the extent of £40,000 to £50,000 
per year by way of reduced railway freights. 
It may be quite proper to subsidise indus-
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tries when they are employing people; but 
the amount of such subsidy should not be a 
char·ge on a particular department but on 
the State as a whole, so that everybody may 
contribute. 

Question-" That the Address in Reply bo 
adopted "-put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
CoNSTITuTION OF COM:IliTTEE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiackay) [3.6 p.m.]: I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its n~xt 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider thP Supply to 
be granted to His Majesty." 

Question put and passed. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
CoNSTITuTION OF COMMITTEE. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jfaclcay) [3.7 p.m.]: I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of Ways and 
Means for raising the Supply to be 
granted to His Majesty." 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 3.8 p.m. 




