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TUESDAY, 23 AUGUST, 1932. 

lllr. SrEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Greuory) 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
PRICES OF FLOl'R AND BREAD IN BRISBA)>;E. 
:Nir. SIZER (Sand(fate) asked the Secretary 

for Labour and Industry-
" \Vhat was the price of flour and broad 

in Brisbane on 1st "May, 1st June, 1st 
July, and 1st August, 1932?" 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A~D 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynos, l'ou:ns­
t•ille) replied)-

" The price of flour was £11 12s. per 
ton and the fixed price of broad 5d. per 
2-lb. loaf, cash at bakehouse, shop, or 
delivered, on the dates mentioned." 

SuGGESTED ExE~IPTION oF HEADS OF FAMILIES 
FRO}! UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF TAX. 

Mr. MAHER (West Jforeton) asked the 
Secrotnry for Labour and Industry-

" As the increased relief taxation 
imposes great hardship on taxpayers 
having large families with several sons 
unemployed, will he agree to exempt 
entirely from relief tax heads of families 
where there are two or more sons unem­
ployed depending on support from their 
parents? " 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY (Hon. M. P. Hynes, Towns­
,·ille) roplied-

"Such a scheme would be impractic­
able. The Government, however, is 
stretching its finances to the limit with 
the object of aiJording as much assis­
tance as possible to single unemployed 
men." 

l~OSITION IN PUBLIC SERVICE HELD BY 
MR. G. LOGAN, EX-M.L.A. 

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) asked the 
Secretary for AgTiculture-

" 1. \V ere applications called in the 
' Government Gazette' for the position 
of Agricultuml Bank inspector, now hdd 
by Mr. Logan, ex-Country Party member 
for Lockyer? 

" 2. What is the salary of the position 
that Mr. Logan occupies? " 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. F. W. Dulcock, Barcoo) replied-

" 1. Yes. 
"2. £340, less 15 per cent. reduction 

prescribed under ' The Salaries Act of 
1930.'" 

FREE IxsTRUCTION TO UNHIPLOYED BoYs 
AI'<D GIRLS. 

l\Ir. R. :M. KING (Logan) : I -de-sire to ask 
the Secretary for Pub lie Instruction w hot her 
he has an answer to the following questions 
which I addrc"ed to him on 18th August:-

" 1. In connection with unemployment, 
how many bovs out of employment were 
given free instruction during the finan­
cial year J 931-32 at-( a) Central Techni­
cal College; and (b) Country Technical 
Colleges? 
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'' 2. How many of such boys were 
subsequently placed m positions of 
employment? 

"3. How many girls out of employ­
ment W( c'G enrolled for free housccraft 
training at the Housccraft Institution 
at Brisbane during the financi'd >car 
1931-32, and how many of euch girls 
secured employment after such train­
ing?" 

The S.ECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
S.TRUCTlON (Eon. F. A. Cooper, Brcme1·) 
replied-

" 1. (a) 671 (in manual training); 
(b) 367 (in manual training)." 

"2. (a) 135; (b) 75." 
" 3. Six l;undred and thirty-eight un­

employed gn·ls enrolled for free instruc­
tion in the Housccraft Tminin~ School 
Brisbane. during the financial :car 1931: 
32, and 101 of these girls, after' training. 
secured employment." 

PAPER. 

The follm,-ing paper " s laid on the 
tabl0 :-

Regulations madt• under "The State 
Forests and ='iational Parks Act of 
1906.'' c1atec1 1st April, 1932. 

REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Fon,.an S.mith. 

Jiacka:;) [10.35 a.m.]: I beg to ;no.-e-
·' That the Ilousc will, this dav resolve 

itself into a Committee of the \Vholc to 
consid0r the 11roposcd arnendn1cnts and 
addition to the S.tanding Orders as 
recommended by the Standinrr Orders 
Committee." 

0 

Question put and pacsed. 

S.USPENSIO::'i' OF STANDE\G ORDERS. 
APPHOPRIATIOX BrLL, Ko. 1. 

The PRE:\UER (Hon. W. Forgan S.mith, 
Jlacku.v) [10.37 a.rn,] : I beg to move-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspendecl as "·ould otherwise pre­
vent the nnmcdwtc constitution of 
Committees of S.upply and \Vavs and 
:\leans, the receiving of rcsoluti"ons on 
the same day as they shall have pa8scd 
m those Con;m1ttecs, . and the passing of 
an AppropriatiOn B11! through all its 
stages in one day." 

This is the usual Supply Bill, and is m 
accordance With the usual practice. 

Mr. MOORE (.iubigny) [10.38 a.m.]: I 
cal_led " Not for:na_l," although I recognise 
qmte well that It IS the uwal custom· but 
we have very little information at the' pre­
sent time as to what Is the position with 
respect to the loans for £946 000 and £630 000 
and as to what conditions' are to obtai~ i~ 
regard to each, 

\Ve also desire information as to how the 
Treasurer is going to reduce the de!1cit from 
£2,075,000 to £1,145,000. These arc vcrv 
ir:'portant questions; and, as there is not any 
nolent hurry to force this motion through 
to-day, because S.upply which ha,, alreadv 
been granted is not yet exhausted we should 
have this information. If this ~otion is to 
be put through this Chamber in one day. 
I trust that the Treasurer will give us full 

[J1r. illoore. 

information on the financial position of the 
t:ltatc so that we may know what we are 
going to discuss. If a Bill is brought on 
wddenly and put through all its stages in 
one day, we have no information as to what 
the Go,-ernmcnt intend to do in re~ard to 
the financial position. I called "Not for­
mal" because I wanted to make sure that 
tho Trosurer, when introducing this Bill 
would give us the requisite information s~ 
as to enable us to discuss the position 
intelligently. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) [10.40 a.m.]: I do not propose at 
this stag~ to delinr the Budget S.peech, as 
detaded mformatwn regarding the financial 
proposals of the Government arc naturally 
contained in the Financial S.tatcment. \Vhen 
the S.upply Bill is introduced all the ""Pntial 
information will be given at that stao-e but 
I naturally do not propose to anticip~t;, my 
Budget Speech at this juncture. 

Qwcstion (Jb·. Smith's rnotion) cnl· and 
pas,cd. 

REYISIOX OF STAXDIXG ORDERS.. 
Co:,nnTToE. 

(Jir. H.anson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRJ\L\:N. on taking th( chair 
said : Before proceeding with the busincs~ 
of the Committee, I desire to take this 
opportunity of thanking the Premier for hi& 
nomination of mvself ;s Chairman of Com­
mittcec. I also desire to thank hon. mem­
b~rs on both sides for unanimously electing 
me to the position. I ha,-e been quite lon~ 
e·nough in l_)arlianEnt to recognise that th:: 
duties associated with the po,ition are at 
t~rn< .' arduous, and certainly full of respon­
s1b1hty. If I can earn- out the duties as 
capably as those rnan:v g·entl( n1cn 1Yl1o have 
preceded me in this office, I think I shall be 
able to g·ivo reasonable satisfaction to all 
l10n. InenlbPrs. 

HONOURABLE JY1E:IIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Standing Order 17-" Dcuate on .lrldr<s., 
in ]/,ply"-

The PREMIER (Hon. vY. Forgan Smith, 
J[ad-ay) [10.43 a. m.]: I beg to move the 
follo,ving amendment:-

·' On linP 3, after the word­
' days' 

insc'rt the words-
' (unless the House otherwise deter­
D1incs by ffiotion, without notice, to 
be decided without amendment or 
debate),' " 

This 'vill enable the period allotted for the 
debate on the Address in Reply to be 
extended on motion, without notice, and 
without debate. c\t the prcs~nt time the­
debate is limited to four days; but a situa­
tion rnay arise ·where, to meet the ·wishes of 
Parliament, that period should be extended; 
and this amendment, if carried, will enable 
that to be done >Yithout any cumbersome 
delay. 

:VIr. GLEDSO='T (Ipswich) [10.44 a.m.]: 
Doe'' the amendment mean that, in addi­
tion to Parliament being allowed to extend 
the duration of the clc•bate on the Address. 
in Reply, it will also be allowed to curtail 
the period of four days already allotted? 

The l'RE}JIER : ='I o; it only proYidcs for 
an extension of the period. 
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:\Ir. GLEDSO::'\: It will not mean that 
Parliament can, for example, limit the 
ddmte to one day 9 

The l'RE~IIER : :i'\ o. 

:.VIr. GOlJFlU~Y J'vlORGA:'\ I Jiurilla) 
[10.45 a.m.]: I regret that it is not proposed 
to anwnd the Stttnding OrdPr·< in such a way 
as to cut out the Add·rcES in Reply altogether. 
I ha \'e had b>:cnty-thrc·) yc·ars' experience ill 
Par'i~t!lll'llt. anc1 I cow>ider thnt the d1 bate 011 
the Address in Reply is .a pnro waste of time. 
At the present time the lim·ernment should 
·endeavour to curtail expenditure in eYcry 
possible ·way; and c:uUing out the tlcbate 
on the Address in Reply v. ould be one wa:, 
in which expenditure could be curtailed with­
out detriment to Parliament or to the 
pea ple of Queensland. There is cYery j usti­
f\cation for eliminating the debate on the 
Address in Reply. 

Mr. R. M. KIJ\'G (Logan) [10.46 a.m.]: In 
reply to the hon. member for Ipswich, the 
Premier stated that, in his opinion, the 
amendment would not permit of the debate 
-on the Addre's in Reply being reduced to 
less than four days. I am rather inclined 
to think that the point is not at all clear. 
and I would like the amendment to be made 
perfectly clear in th"t regard. The pro­
posed amendment reads '' unle·-s the House 
otherwise determines hy motion." It may be 
decided by motion to curtail the debate 
to one day, or cYen to less than one day. 

The ~ECRlcTARY FOR r "ni TJ INSTRUCTION: 
Do0s not the word " limit make all the 
cli fference ? 

Mr. R. M. KIKG: I do not think it does. 

Hox. W. H. BARKES (1Vynnum) [10.47 
a.m.]: I do not often differ from the hon. 
member sitting on my left, but I entirely dis­
agree with his suggestion that the debate on 
the Address in Reply should be cut out alto­
gether. \Yhat would haYe been the position 
already during this session if that suggestion 
had bePn carried out? In th:ct eYent neither 
hon. members nor the public outside "·ould 
have had any information in regard to the 
communistic ideas so prevalent on the other 
side, and which have been stated in "uch 
a marked manner bv certain hon. members. 
Many hon. meml)er~ on the other side arc 
among the most extreme section that has 
ever come to this House; and, if the deba tc 
-on the Address in Reply had been cut out, 
they would not have an opvortunity of 
voicing their opinions. Apparently ,ome 
hon. members do not like this criticism; but 
it is true nevertheless; and it would be a· 
calamity if the suggestion to cut out the 
debate on the Address in Reply was carried 
into efl:'ect. 'Ve have had PX!10ecd to llS 

the fact that a number of hon. members 
-on the other side are fast trying to get 
us into the pooition of Russia. 

The PREMIER (Hon. V\'. Forgan Smith, 
J1farkap) [10.48 a. m.]: It is not the intention 
of the Standing Orders Committee to limit 
the debate on the Address in Replv to less 
than four days, the time now provided for 
in the Standing Order. It is fully intended 
in this amendment of the Standing Orders 
to give the House power, without unneces­
sary delay or cumbersome process, to extend 
the period of time beyond four days. It is 
true, however, as the hon. member for Logan 
points out. that the amended Standing Order 
could be construed to mean a curtailment as 
well as an extension of time. The point that 
the hor1. member makes is one that could be 

reasonably arg·ned. I take it, however, that 
that is not the intention of the Standing 
Orders Committee. 

Mr. l'doORE: I do not think it rs. 
The PRE}.1IER : I do not think it is the 

intention: and in order to make it abso­
lutely certain, I suggest that the amendment 
LL a ltercd to rctic1 ·· unless the lious~J other~ 
wise determines, l;Jy motion, to extend the 
period." Something of that kind would 
meet the case. 

Mr. R. H. KI!-:G: That would meet the 
position. 

The PH l£:\IIElc: I do uot agree with the 
hon. 1nen1ber for J,lurilla that it would be 
de"·irablo to curtail the debate on the 
Addrc.js in llcply. 1-Ie argued, of course, as 
tho re~ult of hi~.; cxnerienc-1·) that n1uch of 
the dcb"'\9 on the Acldee '" iu B.eply is with­
ant Yaluc frorr, l he jlOint of Yiew of thCJ 
iutprcsts of thL State. That, ho' ,'eVl'r, is a. 
lllattcr of ovinioP. The dcliberati-.;;e naLurc 
of this Parliament fhonld not be lost sight 
of m the nrep,tration of the Standing 
Orders If ~COil curtail the debate on the 
Addrc--; in Reply aml also in Committee of 
Supply ~1nd on the FillEt!Ic-ial St:~_terncnt, 
priv>Lte members will have httle or no oppor­
tunih~ of stating tht~ir case. Except on 
pri\-a~tc rnernber:~ day Govetnn1ent Uu_siness 
takes prc-cc:dencc o,·er all other busnu:~;:;s; 
and, as a con~equcncc, private n1en1bers 
would be denied any opportunity of giving 
their ide .. s of reform to the House. 

GovERXc.IE!-:T l\lEMBEI:S: llear, hectr ! 

The PREMIER: I am not prepared to 
tako the view thut members like- to be cur­
tailed jn that \\ av and. as a conscquencP, 
llw .Address in Reply should be continued. 
The forms of procedur8 in the House are 
the result of vcrv widG experience extend­
ing over 1nany ye.'1rs; and any propo~nl to 
curtail the rights of members should be 
viewed vcrv closelv and no curtailment 
should be a:grced to" 'unless a ycry cxc01lc•nt 
case can be ~Jbown. If the hon. rncrnber for . 
Logan agrees to n1ovo the amendn1ent I 
suggested I am quite agreeable. 

:\lr. R. J\1. KI:i'\G (Loyan) [10.52 a.m.]: I 
would iike to moye it, but do not want to 
forestall the hon. member for Ipswich. 

Mr. GLEDSO!-:: I haYe no objection. 

Mr. R. M, KING (Logan): I beg to move 
the folio" ing amendment :-

"On line 2, after the word­
' mction' 

insert th" words-
' to extend the period.' " 

Amendment (Jir. 11. JI. Kiny) agreed to. 
Amendment (Jfr. TF. Porgan Smith), as 

amended, agreed to. 
Standing Order Ko. 109-" Time Limit of 

Specchrs "-
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

JI acka v) [10 54 a.m.]: I beg to move the 
folio» i'ng amendment :-

'·Omit th~ last paragraph, reading-
' This shall not apply to a Minister 

dcliv0ring the Financial Shtement. 
or to auv member ddJating- the 
same. )/fernbers debating the Finan­
cial Statement may "'ncak for one 
hour, but not more than once. A 
rep!:.-. however, shall be allowed to 
the Mini.,ter who has delivered such 
Statement, such reply not to exceed 
half an hour.' 

Hon. TV. Forgan Smith.] 
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and insert, in lion thereof, the follo"'ing 
paragraph:-

' ]'\ o time limit shall apply to the 
Treasurer or his deputy when deliver, 
ing the Financial StJtement. 
]\lombor·• debating the same may 
speak for one hour, but not more 
than once. The Leader of the 
Opposition (or his deputy) debating 
the sa_me shall be allo1\·ed ono hour 
and a,half. A reply shall be allowed 
to the Minister who has deliYered 
the Finnncial Statement (or his 
deputy), such reply not to <exceed 
one hour and a-half.' " 

That is done apparently by the Standing 
Orders Committee to remove a drfficulty 
that has been felt for some time. There 
has ncYer been any Joubt about the right 
of the House to extend the period of time 
for anv member to finish his speech; but it 
wa. n;lcd in thil last Parliament that the 
Committee when dealing with the Financial 
Statement' had not the power or authority 
to grant dn extension of time. A Financial 
Statement is always a very important docu­
ment ;~nd the Leader of the Opposition 
should have ample time at his dispo·al to 
d··~l with it. It has always appeared to me 
to be abJurd that on a Bill containing 
perhaps only one principll' about which 
then' is no wide difference of opinion :et all 
1 he Leader of the Opposition can debate 
the second re:tding of the Bill for an hour 
and a-half. but he is limited to one hour 
when speaking on the :D~inancial Statcm,,_:nt. 
rrhat js wrong, and tin:-; an1endnH:nt pro­
}10~C'S to remedy that wrong. 

\Vith re ,ard to the Treasurer speaking 
in reply, he natura1l: requires tirnQ to covor 
the ground dc<tlt with in the debate, and 
pre,-iously tbr:re ·.,, rr~ no limit at all. r_rhis 
L ,1kes it quite clear about tlw time he drall 
be al!o\\ eel. 

Amendment (Jlir. Srnith) agreed to. 
Standing Order No. 113~" 1/qJ/,11, 1chc.~ 

allo11Jed "~ 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
M:a.ckay) [10.55 a.m.]: I beg to move the 
following amendment : -~ 

" On line 11, after the word~ 
'reply' 

insert the "·ords~ 
'limited to forty minutes.' " 

This amendment deals with the position of 
a rncmber v.-ho has rnovcd a motion or an 
Order of the Day, and determines \Vhat 
period of time shall be allowed for his replc. 
The existing Standing Order is sommd1at 
obscure, and tho amendment defines the 
position. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Standing Order 142~" .11 at ion m ll,ll be 

made '1'lvtt question be no1c 1Jut.' "-

The PRE:\IIER (I-Ion. W. Forgan Smil.h, 
Mackay) [10.56 a.m.]: I beg to move the 
following amendment :-

"On line 10, omit the \vord~ 
'thirtr" 

and insert the words~ 
'twenty-five.' " 

This amendment is consequential on the 
reduction of members from seventv-two to 
sixtv-two. ObviouslY some reduction in the 
nuniber required to apply the closure was 
necessary. 

Amendment agreed to. 

[Hon. W. Porgan Smith. 

New Standing Order No. 240A-" lntro­
r:uctory Jiotion on Bills"~ 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) [10.57 a.m.]: I beg to move !he 
insertion of the following new Standmg 
Order·, to follow Sta,nding Order No. 240:-

" The preliminarv motion for the 
House to resolve itself into Committee 
on a future clay to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a, Bill shall bo 
put without amendment or debate." 

This also has been the subject of controversy 
for ma,ny years. Under the existing. Standing 
Onlers a Bill goes through cPrtam stages. 
I have ah,·ays taken the view that each of 
those stages is subject to dchate. It will be 
not.iccd that :1t the opening of business Mr. 
Speaker proceeds to discover the formal 
business. If a motion is to be regarded as 
formal on \vhich no debate is to be allowed, 
,,hv should MT. Speaker ask whether it is 
forinal or not? I hold that, if any member· 
of the House called " J'\ ot form"!," the House 
would have the right to debate that motion. 
If that right is denied, tho whole procedure 
as set out in the Standing Orders is mis­
<Lpplied. Obviously in practice, hm,:eveT, 
debate on such a, motion as that mentwned 
in the ne\v Standing 0Tdcr is unnecessary 
at that stag{ j haYing regard to the proper 
conduct of busine's; and indeed it has not 
been allowed for a number of \'ear.~ This 
:~menclment give., the Hom.e the· opportunity 
of saying definitely that at that stage of the 
introduction o£ a Bill there shall be no 
debate. It is in accordance with the rulings 
nf th0 last two Spe:-11-::er,,;;, anJ, in fact. intro­
duce: into the Standing Orders what those 
Speakers thought was fair. 

Amendment agreed to. 
StarFling Order 245-" Am,endment.'5 "­

The PRK\HER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiachry) [11 a.m.]: I beg to moye the fol­
loiYin~.~ an1cnd1ncnt :-

·' On line 5. after the word~ 
'TcjeLtcd,' 

aclcl the words~ 
· )\. Bill o withclra'>~n or l'(•jected 
1nav bo reintroduced in the san1e 
>GS~ion.' " 

A BiJl In1Rht reach the second reading stage 
and the House disapproved of certaill prin­
ci]lles cont11ined in the ln.casure, or th~ m~a~ 
sure may not be sufficrently wrde m rts 
scope. l<'or these and perhaps other reasons 
thf Bill may be rejected. Under the present 
StanclinO' Orders a Gm·ernment would not 
ban' th: opportnnity of reintroducing- a Bill 
dealing with the oame subjed durmg the 
session in which it had been rejecte<l. It rs 
;JO\' proposed to amend the relevant St~nd­
ing Order, rsiving thn GoYernl!lent the rrght 
to rPintroducc the BJ!l durmg the ~ame­
se-,,sion. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Thn House •resumed. 
The CHAIRMA::-.l' reported that the Col!l­

mittnP had agreed to certain amendments m 
the Standing' Orders, and to a new Standing 
Order. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiuckay): I beg to move-

" That the a.mendments in tho Stand­
ing Or-del's and the new Standing Order 
Le presented to His Exce !lency the­
Governor, by Mr. Speaker, for illl' Royal 
Assent." 

Question put and passed. 
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SLJPPLY. 
YOTE OE AccOUNT-£3,000,000. 

:viESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR. 
J\Ir. SPEAKER announced the receipt 

from His Excellencv the GoYernor of a 
mesca;ce recommendi"ng that the following 
provision be n1adc on account of the services 
.of thu year ending 30th June, 1933 :-

From the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of Queensland (cxclusi.-c of the 
moneys standing to the credit of the 
Loan Fnnd Account) the sum of 
£1,600,000; 

From the Trust and Special FLmds the 
sum of £800,000; and 

Frun the moneys standing to the credit 
of the Loan Fund Account the cum 
of £600,000. 

COMMITTEE. 
(Jir. Hanson, Bumnda, in the chair.) 

The 'rREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
:Smith, Jiaclcay) [11.5 a.m.]: I beg to move-

" That there be granted to His 
Majesty, on account, for the service of 
the year 1932-33, a further sum not 
exceeding £3,000,000 towards dcfra.ying 
the expenses of the various departments 
and services of the State." 

This is the usual Supply Bill that is intro­
dl!ced at the beginning of each session of 
Parliament. 

The Leader of the Opposition natuully 
desires information in regard to certain 
financial aspects of the administration of this 
State. The amount provided for in this 
Bill is to be defrayed from the various public 
accounts, and is chiefly for the carrying on 
of the public service, thus enabling the 
departments to carry on the various sel'viccs 
they give. 

At an earlier stage the hen. gentleman 
asked for infonnatiDn regarding \>.l!at }s 
known as the Winter Relief Loan. I propose 
to give that information. The Winter Relief 
Loan of £620,000 was a!'ranged by himself 
while he was Premier. It was Queensland's 
.share of the £3.600.000 loan rmsed by the 
Loan Council, and half of the amount is to 
be a liabilitv of th0 Commonwealth, and the 
.other half is to be a liability of the States. 
Employment councils were established under 
the scheme, and it was their duty to con­
sider applications for allocations under the 
loan, and. without the approval of these 
~ouneils, no advances co!lld be granted from 
this vote. On the Unemployment Council 
functioning in this State the Commonwealth 
Government have two representatives nomi­
uated by themselves. The State Govern­
ment have also representatives, while the 
agricultural and commercial interests arc 
also represented. A State Minister is chair­
man of the council. I want to take this 
Dpportunity of paying a tribute to that 
<:cunei! for the work that has been done. The 
council has done its work in an excellent 
n"anner, and has indin,ted a desire to engage 
in activities which will give normal employ­
ment to the people and at the s'me time 
will add to the productivity of the State. 

:\Jr. MAHER: Is the council still function­
iEg? 

The TREASURER: Yes. 

Mr. ::VlAHER: It has been ,tated that it !:as 
-ceased to function. 

The TREASURER: The council is only 
called together when there arc proposals b 
be dealt \Yith. Practically the1 whole of the 
£620,000 has already been ailocated.. 'l'hc 
COlmcil has not been dissolved, and wt!l not 
be di,,solved until the \vhole of Qc)eenslaud's 
share of the Wint,er Relief Loan has been 
clcalt with. 

:IIr. SrzER : H aJ the council been ignored? 

The TREASL'llER: How? 
Mr. SrzER: lly not being allowed to func­

tion. 
The TREASURER : Who has suggested 

tL1t it has been ignored? 

Mr. MAHER: The hen. member for Kurilpa 
made a very definite statement. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
misconstrued his remarks. I am quite pre­
pared to give all the necessary information 
to th,e ('1ominiUee, but I cannot answer a 
number of quLstions fired at me at the same 
time. 

Unfortunately, after the April conference, 
at which this arrangement was made, cer­
tain new conditions were attached to the 
loan, which to some extent vitiated the 
arrangement made at the Premier,' Confer­
ence. The Com1nonwcalth liovernn1c:nt 
introduced a Bill providing that local 
authorities might borrow Inuney under cer~ 
tain conditions horn the Commonwealth 
Savings Bank. The then Governrncnt of the 
clay in Queensland-thc Moor~ Government 
-protested against the new conditions 
stipulated in that Dill, and their protest is 
one with which I entirely agree. There waa 
a liability of 5 per cent., w1th a contingent 
liability of 6 per cent. at a certain period. 
Ob.-iously no Btate Governrnellt could allow 
a local authority to borrow at that rate of 
interest. It would be bad business to do so, 
because the efforts of all Gm·crnments are 
in the direction of reducing, rather thrm 
increasing, the intert 1t rate. The pa~.~age 
of the Co,nmonwealth Bill has meant that 
no State, so far as I know, has been able to 
operate the Winter Rrlief Loan through the 
local authorities. The ex-Treasurer made an 
advanc:e to the Brisbane City Council, 
anticipating that it would be a charge on 
the £620,000 under thA winter relief scheme. 
T'hc State Employment Council gave 
approval to that advance. Unfortunately, 
the passage of the Commonwealth Bill 
placed the grant of that money outside tho 
scope of the State Employment Council, 
because the terms and conditions that were 
dtachcd to the Brisbane City Council loan 
were not in consonance with the new con­
ditions imposed by the Common"ealth Go­
Yernmeut unclcr the Bill to which I have 
referred. Although a g'>·eat deal of cmTe­
spondence took place between the then 
Treasurer of Queensland and the Cornmon­
W0alth Government, no finality was reached; 
and the position now is that the loan 
granted to the Brisbane City Council is part 
of the ordinary loan gran to cl b,v the State to 
a local authority, the State haying agreed 
to carry out the conditions on which the 
loan \vas previously offered. That is defi­
nitely the position so far as that loan is 
concerned. 

Mr. SrzER: Didn't you pick up the nego­
tiations where we left off? 

The TREASURER: Yes. 
1Ir. SrzER: Where did they finally get to? 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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The ·rnEASURER: At the last Premiers' 
Conf('fr'ncc con~iderab1e dchate to:)k place 
as to the exac:t n1cnning of Yarjous items in 
the report of the [ll'CYious couf<'rencc; and 
the Commornvcalth Government agre-ed to 
reconsider the rcprcs2ntations of the various 
State Governments, and to advise at a 
f,nbsequent confel'~;'l1C0 'vhat 3_:) lJl'Oposcd to 
be done. 

Mr. :\lomlE: Did that 6 per ccut. only 
apply to local authorities? 

The TREASURER: Yes. There is no 
variaCon in the agreen1cnt 1uadc by the 
::.v.Ioore GoYc~niincnt in r~gard to any other 
allocation, but apparently the idea behind 
the Bill, as explained by :\1r. Lyons, "·as to 
encourage local authorities to carry on 
their borrowing· throurch the Common'Yealth 
SaYings Bank. -

Jl.1r. SrzER: It was just the reverse policy 
to that laid clown "hc'n the sch<'tnc \Yas 
initiated. 

The TREASURER: Yes: it '"'" a most 
extraordinary position. The departmental 
file of papers contaius a telegram to the 
Commonwealth Prime JI.Iinist0r from the 
hon. member for Logan \Vhen be \Vas Acting 
Premier, the terms of which I entirely agre<' 
with. Undoubtedly, a complete change of 
policy took place afkr the ecnfercnce dis­
persed. The Victorian Govornment pro­
posed to utilise their share of the funds 
available through the local authorities; but 
I am led to believe that thev cannot use 
them in that wav under the altered condi­
i ions. I do not 'know to what extent their 
neg;otiations with the Commonwealth have 
proceeded. but I know from statements made 
at the recent confer0ncc. and from informa­
tion obtained from the Premier of Victoria, 
that 1he action of the Commonwealth Go­
vernment has placed Victoria in a most 
invidious and difficult position. In anv case. 
we arc not in a position to grant 1nolley to 
local authorities from the Winter Relief 
Loan, for the reasons I ha.-e stated. 

Mr. MooRE: You sav the whole of the 
£620,000 has been allocated? 

The TREAS1::RER: Prettv well. \Vith 
regard to the £940,000, it was' agreed at the 
conference that £15,000,000 would be raised 
for the purpose of carrying out a three-year 
programme of works of value to the various 
States. The Government have work0d on the 
basis of making the first quarter of that 
amount availablc~that is, the quarter for 
the first three months-and ,·arious works 
have been approved of under the scheme. It 
is proposed later on in the session to intro­
dnc:e a B!ll 0stablishing a bureau of industry 
whrch will drscharge the functions of the 
State Employment Council and of the 
Bureau of Economics, and be a permanent 
statutory body whc-.e d11tv it will be to 
d0al with propositions of 'national import­
ance where 0xpcndrture of loan money is 
concerned, and where mutters in regard to 
effectrve employment are concerned. 

Mr. GonFREY MoRGAX: Have vou vet 
rcecivcd an,.- of the £620,000 from the Com­
lllOln\·calth? 

The TREASURER: We do not need it 
at present, but it is at call when we need it 
With regard to the amount of monev that 
was left, I can giYc that informatior~ too. 
if horL members desire it; but thos~ who 
understand the methods of financing the 
State realise that periodicallv there arc 
repayments made to the Crowrr by ,·arious 

[Hon. W. F'organ Smith. 

borl'O\\·r>r::;, There arP rc·payHH·llt ~ 1 o the· 
Loan Fund fr·o1n local authoritin;, l'l'i_Jay­
menl> to the State Advance' Corporation, of 
the ·n1one ... s -..ye obtain uudcr the Savjngs 
Bank agTc(•mcmt made "~ith tlw Conunon­
'Ve<:llth Government son1e year~ ago. and 
n1oncys obtained fron1 the Sta 1 c; lnsuranco 
Com1~1i~ ;ioncr. 

I\lr. S!ZEI!: That io just the position vou 
would not understand when yon wcrr.=- · in 
Opposition. 

The TREo\SDRER: I "·as ne,'er in any 
doubt about the position. There is no condi­
tion attached with regard to the £9~0,000 
loan; but it is understood that the money 
shall he used in a mann0r that will ,-ive the 
rnaximun1 of c1nplovn1ent, and that tG,~ '\YOrk, 
when completed, wiil be of value to the State. 
So "' far as po"·,iblc the money will be 
spent on rep rod uctivc works. 

3.11'. :\IOORE (Acubigny) [11.18 a.nL]: First 
of all, I would like to congratulate you, Mr. 
I-Ianson, on your elw:tion to the position of 
Chairman of Committees of this House. You 
had a certain amount of expprience in the 
chair while in opposition; and I trust drat, 
while you oce:upy that position, you will se" 
that both sid(•s are given a fair and impartial 
opportunity to discuss any matters that como 
before Parliament. I recognise that ther<> 
arc times when the atmosphere becomes 
heated; but we shall look to you, Mr. Ran­
son. to preserve the rights of the Opposition, 
and see that the fullest discussion is allow0d 
on all matters. I feel satisfied, from the· 
manner in which vou carried out the duties 
\rhile acting as 'femporary Chairman. that 
during )·our occupancy of the chair you will 
endeavour to be impartial; and I tmst that 
the pc•ition will be such as we would lilm 
it to be, and that the Chairman of Com­
mittees will give both sides a fair deal. 

\Yith regard to this appropriation, I am 
not Hltogether quite clear eYcn now about 
t be po,ition. In answer to a qu0stion asked 
the other day by the hon. member for Sand· 
gate, tlw Trutmrer ·,tated~ 

" The hon. rnonber attcrnph to be 
~atirical, bnt 1nerelv dlC'Cced3 in bc•ing 
ridiculous. His figures are 'vrong 
r0garding the April conference by 
£600,000, and his questions !'egarding 
other. fignres are based on equally false 
})renuses. '' 

There were no false premises about that 
£600,000. That amount was adopted on a 
]lopulation basis at a conference which WP 

attended; but there dirl arise afterwards 
an alteration of the tcrrns and conditions; 
~nd it seems to be rather doubtfLil as to. 
what those terms and conditions were. and 
\Yhether the State will be able to aYail 
itself of the opportunity to secure the 
mnount of money allocated, and in regard to 
"·hich the Federal GO\·ernmcnt wer~ o:oing 
1 o accept the rcspomibiilty for half the 
nn1ount. Xegotiations were in progress 
with the Brisbane Citv Council and other 
councils with rc·gard to the allocation of 
this money. The Commitl"e ehoulcl be 
giYen the actual facts of the position so 
that \Ye ma;v know how we ;;tand with 
regard to it. \'V'e are not clPar about it. 
Either the reply which the Treasurer gav" 
the hon. member for Sandgate W:1S not an 
attempt to be facetious and to cloud the 
i,gue, or else there is something behind it 
that we do not know anything about. 
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Again further on, in au:nn~r to another 
quPstiuli. the Treasurer saiL1-

.. The approval of the State Employ­
ment Council and of the Common,, ealth 
and State Governments is required for 
<1llocation of the loan of £620,000. Ex­
penditure on account of the loan of 
£940,000 is subject to the approYal of 
the State Government." 

H was ,tated by :'vir. Lyons on 28th June, 
after the conference had adjourned to 
Sydne)·-

.. In order that the public should have 
the fullest confidence in the character 
of the unemployment relief programme 
that it was prop"sed to undertake, it 
was decided thEJ.t a special committee 
for each State should be established to 
investigate and report upon all projects 
to be undertaken in connection with 
that programrn0 ThFse committees will 
be so constituted as to include, in addi­
t-ion to the official representatives, men 
<.hosen from various walks of life in the 
community. ·while these committees 
will be small in number, they will be of 
as representative a character as possible. 
~"part from the salaried officers of the 
'cveral Governments who will be as•,o­
ciated with the committees, it is pro­
posed that the work shall be undertaken 
on an honorary basis. The public can 
rest assured that it is the intention of 
Nwh State Government to conduct these 
connnittees of investigation without 
incurring n1ore than nominal charges on 
the public funds. Each State Govern­
ment will be free to adopt whatever 
procedure it deems best in the interests 
of its own State, and each State, subject 
to the limits of the finance mutuallv 
arranged, wi!l dm·elop its own polic~:. 
So as to ach10ve the best results in the 
<·ommon objective, it is proposed to set 
up a clearing house for the collection 
nnd di:3semination of jnformation as to 
the methods .adopted by each State to 
de a 1 with unemployment relief. 'l'hi" 
also will be done without involving 
additional expense. It is hoped that 
in i.his way it will be found possible to 
«elect from the general pool of infor­
mation thoe2 methods best calcula tcd to 
give the most satisfactory results. 1t 
'hould be pointed out that the relid 
expenditure contemplated will be in addi­
tion to, and not in place of, the normal 
works programrnc, which is estimated to 
be a net £6,000.000. for the year 1932-33. 
The special relief works programme to 
be financed is £7,000,000." 

The Federal Prime Minister definitely stated 
that a committee consisting of Government 
officials only w ts to be appointed in each 
State. 

The TREASURER: You are quoting a state­
ment made at Canberra. The final m·rano-e­
ments were made at the Sydney confcrcnc~. 

Mr. MOORE: This statement was issued 
in July after the Sydney conference-a 
considerable time after. No committee has 
yet been appointed in this State. 

The TREASURER: \Ve arc appointing a 
bureau of industry, which IS the basis of 
the principle referred to. 

Mr. MOORE : The basis of the p1·inciple 
set out in this statement was that the 
members of the committee were not to be 
Government or paid officials but people in 

other wtdko of life who were interested in 
the unemplo~.·ment pToblem, in orcler to give 
confidence to the people that the money 
being contributed b:: the Commonwcaitb. 
Bank was going to be expended in proper 
directions. On every other occa;;ion there 
has been a statement in the pre;;s while 
the eonferGnce was sitting or at its termina­
tion as to what the allocation of lo"an 
expenditure for Queensland would be. but 
this time thNe was no such publication. 

The TREASURER: Oh, ses, there was. 

1\ir. ::'IIOORE: There was a publication of 
the amount of the allocation of the £6,000,000 
"·hich was being distributed by the Com· 
monwealth Bank; but, so far as I have been 
able to ascertain, there was no publi0ation 
of the expenditure of loan funds agreed upon 
by the Premiers and Treasurers at the con­
ference. That is rather important. 

The TREASURER: Queenslancl's allocation 
for the year is £1,610,000. 

Mr. MOORE: I am glad to get that infor­
mation, bccam,e it will be of great as,istance 
to us later when summing up the position 
and determining i.he possibility or probability 
of keeping within the promised reduction, 
which the hon. gentleman said his party 
\Yere going to carry out in accordance \Vith 
the pbn. 

I would also like to know whether, in tho 
e-xpenditure of money on this relief work, 
the principle of preference to unionists is to 
be insisted upon, because it seems quite 
1nong that such a principle shm,ld be applied 
in the expenditure of loan money which 1s 
being paid for by a special sinking fund 
contributed from the unemployment relief 
tax, which is imposed on everybody. Mr. 
Lyons said that a special sinking fund would 
be established. His remarks were to the 
following effect :-

'' Special sinking fund prov1sron is 
contemplated in connection with these 
loans, and the special taxation raised to 
meet the unemployment conditions will 
be applied to this purpose. It is believed 
that by spending the money in the 
manner indicated the burden upon the 
relief funds of the various States will 
be materi,1lly lightened; that it will be 
possible to pay a he a 1·y sinking fund 011 

unemployment relief loan expenditure, 
as well as meeting the interest, and yet 
make a .-ery material saving in unem· 
ployment expenditure which ie now used 
almost entirely in dole payments of 
.-arious kinds, with no permanent benefit 
either to those receiving the dole or to 
the countl'Y at large." 

Evidently, therefore, there is to be such a 
sinking fund. It was stated in the prc·•o 
that the loan was to be liquidated in ten 
vears, although I do not know whether that 
~,·as finally a-dopted. In any case, the sink­
ing fund contributions come from the uncm· 
ploymcnt relief tax, 'vhich is a charge on 
practically cve.·:·bocly in the community. I 
have seen suggestions put forward by various 
organisations that there should be preference 
to unionists on the >York carried out b,v local 
authorities and the Main Roads Commission 
from this fund, and under such circumstances 
the result would be that people would be 
contributing something of which only a 
spE-cial section of the community would be 
able to take advantage. It is unfair to 
inquire whether a man is a unionist or not. 

Mr. Moore.] 
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If he is oqt of work he 1s entitled to a 
ccrtam amount of work. The money 
expended from the fund should not become 
an organising factor for any union. In a 
question sllch as this, if a man finds himself 
in such a position that lw requires employ­
ment or assistance from the fund, then he 
shou!'d get "'·hat he is entitled to. 

The TREASURER : \V e are taking workers 
horn the Labour Bureaux o,ccording to tho 
period of time they ho, vc been registered. 

Mr. MOORE: That is all right, so far a• 
it goes. It may be quite so now, but I have 
recollections that under the previous adrnin­
ietration of the Labottr Party, men had to 
become unionists before they were able to 
get work. I know that men who were 
employed at the Exhibition grounds had to 
pay up their union fees before they were 
allowed to get work at all, and not merely 
their fec•s for the year in which they were 
to be employed, but also for the previous 
year, if they had been members of the 
organisation then, although they were get­
ting quite a meagre allowance. The prin­
ciple. is totally wrong in the expenditure of 
Government funds contributed by the whole 
comn1unity. lf a union is str<Jng enough to 
S{C'Cure preference in 'York oubide Govern­
ment activities. that is another thing; but 
in Government employment the only thing 
that should count is merit and capacity to 
do the work. The whole of the people are 
responsible for the contributions to the fund 
in question, and its expenditure shoqld be 
based only on the necessitous condit:ons of 
the worl<crs and the time they havP been 
m! employed. 

The Govf'rmncnt have decided tho,t the 
prm·ieion of public utilities shall be under­
taken only by local authorities, and that 
private Pntorprise shall not be allowed to 
embark in this direction. The action of 
the Government in this rnatt0r has deprived 
the people in country districts of the con­
,·enicnce of public utilitie,, In many small 
<'Ountry to\\'ns a bntter factory or a. sa\vmill 
is willing to supply e!Pctric mwrg.'· to the 
town. These small industrial units have the 
necessary plant in operation at the present 
time, whereas " local authority would be 
called upon to instal a new plant for the 
supply of electric energy. Two instances 
were brought before my notice recently where 
factories were in a position to supply the 
necessary electric current to country towns. 
but were denied the opportunitv bccauee of 
the direction of the Government that such 
undertakings must be carried out by local 
authorities. The local authorities arc not 
in a position to provide these conveniences, 
£tnd the people a.re thereby denied something 
that they would otherwise enjoy. 

Mr. MAHER: The Government are restrict­
ing avenues of employment. 

Mr. MOORE: A considerable amount of 
employment would be given in the erection 
of electric light poles o,nd providing the 
neccssar. equipment for rcticnbtion pur­
poses. The betorics conccnoed would not be 
in a position to charge an ex0rbitant price 
for tlw commodity, be( ;1use the GO\-ernment 
have the right to fix the mo,xirnum price 
by Order in Council. I say emphatically 
that it is wrong for the Government to 
insist that no one other than a loco,! authority 
shall prm·ide such a convenience. It is 
merely a fetish on the part of the Govern­
ment. The people should be alloweu to 

[Mr. Moore. 

enjoy the convenience )Jroviued the terms 
and conditions are reasonable. and these 
can be Jlxc;d b.v the Government bv Order 
in Council. · · 

Mr. O'KEEFE: They would all stan·e. 

Mr. "lOORE: Thcv would 11ot stanc at 
all. In the City of Brisbane area the City 
Electric Light Company is able to supply 
electric energy at a price and to pay a, 
dividend, hut the Brisbane f'ity Council, 
operating within tbe same arf'a, has had to 
increa ·.l' the price to the public. It is not 
a question of starving or of making a loss; 
it is a question of the abilik to providfr 
the convenience. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Jt is a qucetion 
of a monopol:s in respect of the franchise. 

,;l,lr. MOORE : To epe:,k of a monopoly 
in a sn1all country to1Nn is ridiculous. 

The SECRETAHY FOR J\hNE~ : I was referring 
to Brisbane. 

1\h. 1\IOORE : The lato Government recog­
nised that the people were entitled to this. 
convenienc:c, and allowed butter factories to 
provide the services where the engine c'nd 
boil(•r capacity "\Vas adcqnat(). 'rhe action 
of the prese;,t Govemrnont is having a 
dctrimc·ntal effect on employment, and i& 
throwing the onus of providing employment 
upon public bodies and upon the Govern­
ment. It is our urgent duty in thi;; country 
to encourage private entorpri~c as far as 
po,,;ible to provide employment. vVc should 
not seck to limit the opportunities for pri­
Yatc enterprise to provide ernployn1ent and 
lo e'tablish new industries. Hatner should 
we onconrage private enterprise in every pos­
sible way. Unfortunately, the Government 
have taken ::t contran· view. and have 
insisted that the worl; to which I havfr 
referred shall be underhken onlv bv the 
Government or by a local auth.orit~~, no 
doubt 1vith the intention of achieYing 
nationalisation as quickly as possible. '.rhe.y 
tried that policy over a considerable number 
of ~·ears, and got themselves into a most 
frightful mess. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: This Government has 
started the Barron Falls hvdro-electrio 
schemP, which will provide · that con­
venience. 

:Mr. ::\100RE: That is a toto,llv different 
thing. That scheme will provi~le eledrio 
energy over a wide arf':t ; but I am referring 
to small country towns where the people 
have not the necessarv capacity to carry out 
thos'c works. As a "small section, they do 
not want to borrow a large an1ount of n1oney 
in order to cstabUsh such conveniences in 
their areas. Thoy wo,nt to secure them on 
the best possible terms and conditions. 
Cmler the conditions operating to-do,y they 
are limited; and the Government are 
taking work away by preventing mcu who 
are )lrepar. cl to find the necessary capital 
from supplying this convenience. The Go­
vernment will find that capital is limited 
enough without taking unto themselves tho 
right to limit work of this nature to local 
at!thorities when it should be done by private 
enterprise. 

Another matter that is of great irnport­
~nec' is the reinstitution of a ~~-hour working 
week. It is stated definitelv in the Govern­
ment's policy speech, and by hon. members 
opposite, that it is intended to restore the 
·~4-hour week. The Treasurer has giYen a 
definite undertaking to the Loan Council 
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that he will curtail his expenditure in order 
lo reduce the deficit d £2,075,000 to 
£1,445 000. At the Premiers' Conference 
held i~ J ulv, 1932, the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Lyons, asked the representatives of the 
States to roaffirrn a certain undertaking 
gi...-en at a previous conference by passing 
the following recolution :-

"That this conference reaffirms its 
adherence to the Prerniors' Plan, and 
undertakes to meet interest ohlig'ltions 
and to continue progre 1\SiYc1y to reduce 
bndgct deficits." 

The Premier and Treasurer of Queensland 
moved tho fo1lo,ving amendt:lcnt:-

·That this conference of Prcrnicrs 
affirms its dctermin:1tion to meet all 
intLJrcs.t oblig·ations, to 'rontlnuc pro­
gressively to reduce budget deficits, and 
to conduct pub:ic polic:- with a view to 
reviving industry so as to restore IlOl'mal 
employment to those of our citizens who 
haYC neither work nor wages." 

The reso:ution whidt was finally passed 
unanimGusly reads-

" That this conference aflirms it-c 
adherence to the princi plcs of the Prc­
mi.,rs' l'lan of 1931, and undertakes to 
nu~ot interest obligat1ons, to continue 
progrossi vely to recluc<' budgets deficits, 
and to conduct a public policy wrth a 
view to reviving industry so as to rEstore 
normal unployment to those of our 
citizens who have neither vvork ndr 
wages." 

The Treasurer has made the statement that 
any agreement he made at the Premiers' 
Conference will be carried out. We have 
to recognise, just as the Treasurer recog­
nised at that conference, that a fallim;· 
income in thi' State was responsible for the 
deficit last year of £2,01o,OOO. In my 
opinion, the statement of the Treasurer that 
his Government will reduce the deficit to 
£1,445,000 is but a rose-coloured view when 
we corne to consider the drop in the incornc, 
and there is no question that to get it down 
to the figure mentioned will be a matter of 
considerable difficulty. 

One thing which is goi11g to increase the 
cost of governn1cnt enorn1ously is the rein­
troduction of a 44-hour working "eek. It is 
all rig·ht to talk about machinery, but it is 
in the ordinary work of government that 
the extra expense of the reintroduction of 
this principle is going to be felt. 'l'akc the 
work in the llailways Department, the 
police, and the asylums. Can the Govern­
ment see what the extra cost of a 44-hour 
week is going to rncan in thi3 direction to 
them? If that extra cost is going to be 
added to the cost of government, then it 
will have to be borne by the pconle, and 
the people to-clay, it is generally rccog·nised, 
are taxed up to the limit of their capacity 
to pay. If it is a question of adding wil­
fully by leg-islative action to the cost of 
government in this country, then it does not 
seem to me that the Premier is carT) ing 
out the pledge he gave to the Premiers' 
Conference when it was decided progres­
sinly to reduce budgetary deficits until they 
reached a satisfactory position. That means 
to a point at which the income will cover 
tho expenditure. That h>!s to be done by 
the end of the financial n'ar 1933-34. \Ve 
'imow what the cost of the" 44-hour week was 
before. It is not as though we were 
embarking upon an experiment without 

previous tx.pericncc. In response to a ques­
t ion asked in this Parliament, we were told 
that the introduction of the 4-\-hour "eck 
\YOuld cost £250,000 per annum extra in 
respect of the railways alone, and another 
£90,COO per annum so far as asylums, gaols, 
etc., were concerned. Furthermore, n1any 
of our industries will be seriously affected, 
such as the :Mount Isa Company, various­
sugar-mills, etc. The change in the work­
ing week will make all the difference 
bet we en proftt and loss; yet the action is 
bcin" deliberately taken by the Government 
iu face of a definite pledge that budg;et 
equilibrium will be restored by 30th June, 
1934. 

It is proposed also as a part of the policy 
of the present GoYernmcnt to enforco pre­
ference to unionists, which means that indivi­
duals will have to sacrifice their opinions and. 
their money in order to become members of 
unions before they will be given the ordinary 
right to secure unemployment relief work to­
the cost of which they have already con­
tributecL In the face of all these facts, it_ 
seems to me that we are going to increase 
expenditure rather than decrease it; and 
we kllo"'' how difficult it will be ordinarilv to­
redeem the promise YYhich the Trcas;Jrer 
made at the last Premiers' Conference. \V e 
seem to be proceeding on the same lines as 
the late Kcw South \Vales GoYcrnment did, 
when they over-anticipated their receipts 
from taxation, and came along later and 
said, ·' '\Ve cannot pay." In Queensland all 
the action which has been taken by the pre­
sent Government to date will have the effect. 
of increasing governmental expenditure~ 
Instead of reaching budget equilibrium, k 
which the Premier has pledged himself, we 
arc proceeding in the opposite direction. 
J\'lore information should be given hon. mem­
bers as to the position. So far contradictory 
replies hav" been given to questions asked 
bv hon. members on this side of the Com­
n~ittce. The Commonwealth Prime Minister 
made a definite statement as to the employ­
ment council that would be established; but_ 
now we have the Queensland Treasurer say­
ing that he will not proceed on those lines, 
but will establish a bureau of industry. 

The position is most unsatisfactory. Vlo­
are entitled to know what this money will 
be expended upon, and under what terms­
and conditions it will be made available. 
The Prime Minister has stated definitely that 
a special sinking fund will be established in 
connection with this unemployment relief 
loan. More information should be given us 
as to how contributions will be made to that 
sinking fund from the unemployment relief 
tax which is now imposed, A., a matter of 
fact, the funds will be severely taxed to keep 
going the various intermittent relief works 
throughout the State, irrespective of the pro. 
miscs made by members of the Government 
when they were on the hustings that, after· 
their election to office. there would be ne; 
occasion for intermittent relief work, as­
everYbody Yvould have a job. Undoubtedly 
an extra charge is being put on the com­
munity, and that is likely to be retained for 
a definite period. 

'l'ho bell indicated that the hon. membcl' 
had exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. SIZER (Sandgatc) [11.44 a.m.): I· 
desire to offer my congratulations to you, 
:Mr. Hanson, on your election to the import­
ant office of Chairman of Committees. l. 

JJ-ir. Sizer.] 
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feel confident th: t you will discharge ',our 
duties with sati ,faction to all hon. mcmbero. 

I desire also to congratulate the Treasurer 
on the . introduction of his first Appropria· 
bou B1ll, because the hon. gentleman is 
surrounded with grca t difficulties. It must 
be awkward for his back.bcnchers to know 
·Dn this occasion that the Premiers' Plan is 
still intact-that it has not been altered one 
"·hit, and that is is not proposed to alter it 
-one ,vhit. The Treasurer spoke for a con­
~iclcrable time on the £9-tO,OOO that he 
Teccived from the Premiers' Conference. 
That amount could not have been received 
by Queensland unlc,s the Treasurer had first 
.agreed to the Premiers' Plan. I compliment 
the n1cn1bcrs of tho confl'l'etke ou succf'<;;b­
fully playing up to the vanity of the 
hon. gcnt.leman on the first clay, only to 
swallow h1m on the second day. Hon. mem· 
bcrs of the Government know perfcctlv well 
despite what they may say, that the 1s: 
reduction in connection with the allowance 
for State children is still existent. The 
reduction in the. unemployment insurance 
iund payments will still be there after this 
Appropriation Bill is passed, and, although 
the steps taken by the :Mooro Government, 
m agreement with the rest of Australia, were 
necessary to bring Australia back to equili· 
bnum, we were loudly condemned by hon. 
members opposite for our action. A lot of 
nocodile tears were shod over the reductiou 
·of the allowance for State children. If hon. 
mrn1bers opposite ·were sincere then can 
·One imagine that they would have aliowed 
that state of affairs to continue for two 
months before abolishi1w that miqnitous 
thing: " 

l\lr. BEDFORD interjected. 

Mr. SIZER: The hon. member should 
.not interject. I know he was disappointed. 

:VIr. BEDFORD: ="ot so disappointed as 
you were. Y on had to wait three weeks to 
frame your ploGiscite. 

:\fr. SIZER : I am sorry for the dis­
a ppomtment o£ the hon. m ern bcr for '\V ar­
rego. According to him, he is the one man 
who could solve the \vorld's financial troubles 
.,me! not those of Queensland alone. ' 

All those economies th.,t were introduced 
by the Moore Government are s,till in 
operation. The Giovernment have taken 
advantage of every one of them. If thev 
were sincere i!l their policy or theii· 
advocacy, the,· would have done the same 
as they did in regard to the cattlernen-the,.­
would have reversed that policy immedi­
ately. They were not long in iswin," an 
Order. in. Council dealing with prefe~ence 
to _umomsts ; but they are a long time 
takmg off the economies instituted by the 
1\Ioore Government. They want them all. 
'The r•1ilwaymen arc still rationed, and in 
some cases to a greater extent than thc;y 
were .Prevwusly. Although hon. members 
oppos1te condemned the Premiers' Plan and 
stated that it c;msed deflation and starva· 
twn, they arc st1ll taking advantage of it. 

The next point I wish to deal with i' 
the very unsatisfactorv answer which the 
Leader of .the Governm-ent gave me in reply 
to a quo,twn m regard to the £620 000 I 
·object to his answer because it wa~ n~t a 
statement of fact. He stnted that I was 
£600,000 out. To-day he gave the whole 
story. 

The TREASURER: The total Commonwealth 
'<oto was £3,600,000. 

[i1fr. Sizer. 

:VIr. SIZER: That is not correct. '.fhe 
vote \\.ts for £3,000,000, and Queensland', 
sh»n· was £620.000. The late Premier of 
thi~ State fought Queensland's battle. '\Ye 
objc•cted strongly to the terms of the loan 
and main tu ined that the final condition~ 
should b9 loft to the Slate Emplovmen~ 
Council, \'rhich \Vas the original ari:·ang£'­
ment, but the Commonwealth Government 
utten1ptcd to jntroduce a svstem whereLy 
lhe Commonwealth Bank Bo~rd would have 
lhe fiwd say. I want to know from the T1 ea­
surer whether the Bank Board has waived 
or Yaried the condition which was imposed 
that it should be the Jinal arbiter as to the 
allocation of thcee funds_ That is informa­
tion we badly need, because this (iovern­
nH:nt objected to the variation of the rate 
of 6 per cent. and the roundabout method 
that was being pursued. The spirit of the 
Premiers' Conference which I attended was 
quite der.inite that these funds should be 
used fur reproductive works, and that the 
money would only be advanced monthlv in 
accordance with the approval of the va1:ious 
employment councils. I want to know 
whether the position is the same now. 
Apparently from the information wo have 
had t~is morning regarding the £620,000-
part o, winch we had brought to the definite 
stage o~ allocating it, and a further larg-e 
proportwn of which has since been finallv 
allocated-the position seems to be that the 
money is like Mahomet's coffin-suspended 
between earth and heaven. If thB Premier 
has agreed to adhere to the original pro­
posal, we want to know what the allocations 
have been. _In South Australia they have 
spent a considerable amount of the moncv 
granted; but I agree that it should not b~' 
spent through local authorities, which should 
be the last bocl ies to spend it, provided we 
can find other avenues. 

It is very essential for the Treasurer to 
make some reassuring statement to the 
public . of his. financial policy while we arc 
c!Jscussmg th1s Appropriation Bill. In the 
one breath he is appealing to people to 
spend m?re, while his actions and his replies 
to ql!estl<;ms aski_ng for information give the 
defi1ute Impression that heavv t:1Yntlnn i.;:. 
cc.ming-. If heavy taxation i~ comi1;g,-- hi~ 
appeal to the people to spend more is going 
to fall flat. I quite understand that he 
ea nnot give us details. \V c do not expect 
that, but we want some definite information. 

The TREASURER: The >vhole tenor of your 
,,pcech is to prevc"nt people from opening up. 

Mr. SIZER: I "ant to know the facts 
The Treasurer has agreed to come down t~ 
a deficit of £1,445,000. J<Idged bv what he 
says, he is heading for a deficit of £2,700,000, 
or 1t may be £3,0JO,OOO, in the present 
financial year. 

The TnEAST:RER: No; I said that on the 
Estimates as prepared at the end of June 
t~e estimated deficit then was £2,750,000. 
1\o Government who have any idea of their 
responsibilities can bring in a Budget based 
oH that dcfic1t. 

Mr. SIZER: And you have agreed to 
come down to £1,445,000. 

The TREASURER: You are wrong in your 
figures. 

1\f r. SIZER : The fact remains that there 
i.3 a gap of over £1,250,000, and the Trea~ 
surer says he will not reduce expenditure. 
\Vhere is the money to come from ? It can 
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onl .. ( ,JJne frorn taxation. The Treasurer says 
he \ 111 not reduce expenditure; f:O there is a 
ga]' of on·r £1,250.000 to be bridg·ecl. If he 
will J;ot reduce expenditure, '"here can it 
come from otJtcr than from taxation'! That is 
what the public want to know; aml uutil 
they kno\Y ot his appbctls ID them to spend 
money arc going to fall flat. It would help 
the communitv verv cor.siderablv if the 
hon. gentlen1ai1 'vollld giYc an ~3.s:.;urancc 
that h(' is nut going to tax further. 

Furthermore, I sav clefinitclv that the 
increase whicJ::. the G'ovcrnment ·havce made 
in the uncmillDyment relief tax will not 
cover their expenditure. I do not think I 
am far wrono- when I sav that thcv "·ill 
not realise th~ amDunt the}· estimated from 
the tax-nearly £1,500,00J. lt will be con­
siderably lees; but, if they do realise that 
amount, the . .- arc spending· at the rate Df 
£1,800.000 a year; so there is a consider­
able gap in that direction. It looks as if 
the Gun•rmrwnt will in all prDbability be 
rnaking a farther increase in taxation; and 
in that conn.cctiDn I would like to know 
from tbe Tre>asurer if the Government have 
given any consideration to the amendment 
which nu•mbcr' of their party moved last 
year on th0 lPcoll:<' (CuPmploynwut Relief) 
Tax Act ~\mt>mlmcnt Bill and to their 
remarks on that occasion. On page 1010 of 
" Hansard " for that vear wi 11 be fnund 
the amendment moYcd bv the hon. memb0r 
for :Mundingburra in c·ommittee of 'Vays 
and ::VIeans, in which that Act was initiated. 
It provided for the insertion of the follow­
ing proviso :-

" Prm·idcd also that no tax shall be 
payable by any person who does not 
receiYe in th·e ·whole £2 per week.'' 

On that the present Leader of the Govern­
ment, then Leaclcr of the Opposition, said-

" The object of the amendment is to 
make it clear that on and after the pass­
ing of this law an income of £2 per 
week or £104 per annum, shall be 
exempt from this form of taxation." 

Then hf' 'Yt'l1t Oll 1o r,.ay~ 

•· Sure h.- one cannot argue in favour 
of taxin~ a person whose incon1e falls 
below £2 per week . . ." 

In view of the increase in the relief tax to 
1s. in the £1. do hon. members opposite 
propose to give the forc·e of law to the 
opinion~'· they expressed ·when they ''"ere on 
this side~ That is a very pertinent ques­
tion. They hrnc succeeded in establishing 
what they call .. a ::-;raduated sr :tle," which. 
howeYel~, i:;; rausing enorrnous anmnalies. For 
instance, they have exempted casual 
gardeners, so that a casual gardener earn­
ing £100 a year m· even £200 a year pays 
no tax. On the othu· hand, a casual 
carpent,..r. a painter, a brickla~'er, or a 
wharf labourer who earns only £50 a year, 
or even only £20. pays the tax. A wharf 
labourer can earn £2 6n a shift but not 
more than £50 in a year. Yet he will pay 
the tax at the rate of 1s. in the £1. After 
the amendment I have quoted and all 
the advocacy of hon. members opposite 
that no taxation should be imposed on 
persons earninq less than £2 a week, what 
do they propose to do now that they 
havre th<l power? H nw ,responsibility 
changes them from mere irresponsibility! 

The TREASURER: You are displaying a 
rna.sterly example of responsibility dscend­
ing trJ irresponsibility. 

:Mr. SIZER: ·when the hon. gPntkman 
was on this side nobody tilled more pages 
of '· l-Iansard" thJ.u he with cx1n·cs3ious of 
the kincl I bflYC quoted. J'\o],ody goL 'varmcr 
on the subject than he. His words read 
like a fairy stoi·:-. I remcn1 b8r watching 
him stand here P.nd '"ax eloquent on th<c 
question till ""' on tlL t ·dde w re fanned 
with the forc2 of his breath. He was not 
going to subscribe to the Premiers' Plan. 
He was g·oing to defy the po,Yers that be. 
Yet on !he verv first drrv of the Pre·',1iers' 
Conference he 1racl to crt h;s worcls; and 
the time will 'et come when he will have 
to go furthcr.v lie will havo to rt"'dUC 1.) 

ex:pC'nditurc, irrcspc"•tiye of \vhat he say:::;, 
althoug'h the Prcrnicr~' _Plan is coming to 
fruition and he will reap many of the 
benefits accruing from it. 

I should like to know the actual amount 
that it is anticipated will be e':pendcd on 
relief work. \Ye well remember the cry 
of tbc present Government when in opposi­
tion about the single man. The Moorc 
Government prm·ideu single men 'vith two 
days' ''rork eYcry quarter; and I rnakc no 
apology for saying that that was tho most 
the Government could fmauce. At lc'lst wo 
can claim to have made the scheme univer­
sal in its application, and that it did apply 
to all unemployed pereons; but the present 
Government have so tinkered with the 
scheme and hedged it round with diflieultics 
that many people who previously obtained 
the benefits under this scheme cannot now 
avail themselves of it. The Government 
should not make flesh of one and fowl of· 
another. The onl:, qualii\cation entitling a 
single man to work should be that he is 
unemployed, and his eligibility for work 
should not be based on the family income. 
The single man is a separate econo.mic unit; 
but the Government propose to deprive him 
of his economic independence, and thcrehy 
deprive him of any benefit to which he is 
t•ntitled under the relief scheme. I sav 
dcfinitclv that the Government cannot afford 
to do t'he things they propose to do. If 
there is to be a scheme, then it should apply 
to everybody. The late Government re­
frained from introducing any scheme that 
did not apply to everybody, because that 
would not have been fair. Do the present 
Government intend to adhere to the present 
exemption of £104 per annum in connection 
with the payment of relief tax; and do they 
still propose to criticise the Moore Govcn1-
ment for having economised, whilst at the 
same time continuing those economies them-· 
selves? That would not be fair. The present 
Government must either admit that the 
Moore Government possessed greater wis­
·clom, or that the economics effected by that 
Government were wrong. They must either 
say that they are going to continue thosG· 
economic,~. or that they were all wrong and 
will be 'nthclrawn. There can be no alterna­
tive. 

The sb.temcnt hY the Premier that there 
wiil be no further 'reductions is doing much 
harm in the communitY. lie has stated 
that a deficit of £1,250.000 must be bridged, 
and the people arc anxious to know just 
how it is to be bridged. The people ·arc 
insisting that they sh:lll be told the financial 
policy th'lt is to be pursued during the next 
few month.~. If there ?,re to be no further 
reductions, then the gap can be bridged 
only by additional revenue; but, on the pre­
sent basis of taxation, it cannot be hoped. 

Mr. Biu1·.'j 
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that revenue will be increased by the impo­
sition of additional taxes. I sincerely hope 
that the information will be available before 
the close of the day. 

Mr. KENNY (Coo!,) [12.5 p.rn.]: I desire 
to congratulate you, Mr. Hanson, upon yoU!· 
elevation to the position of Chairman of 
Committeso; and I also desire to congratu­
late the Premier and hi\3 Governn1cnt upou 
thf)ir accession to. office. 

I looked forward to the dE bate on the 
lq:propriation Bill in the hope of obtaining 
some indication from the Premier of the 
financial policy of the Government; but his 
;-peech lacked the information so urgently 
required by this Committee and so urgently 
required by the pco[Jlc. IY· know that the 
Government arc fresh from an election 
·campaign. ·we kno,,· i hat they condemned 
the Government of the day, whose place 
thev took on the Trc·asurv benches, because 
of ·the economics thev effected in their 
attempt to balance the' Budget. They also 
condemned tLe late Governnwnt Partv for 
their adherence to the Premiers' 'Plan. 
\Vhen the Premier spoke, l looked for 
further information from him on this point. 
but he failed to furnish such information. 
lt has been vNv difficult for members d 
this party to got information from the 
Government. 

::\fr. FOLEY: You assisted tD formulate the 
plan. 

2\1r. KET\NY: The Government of which 
the hon. rnen1ber is a supporter are carrying 
out the plan. · 

Mr. SrzER: 'With all its reductions. 

Mr. KENNY: I shall deal with some of 
tho-o ,·e.ductions as I proceed with my 
remarks. 

The Leader of the Government had a lot 
to say after his election, with the object of 
encleayouring to shuffle out of statements 
made b:; him during the election campaign. 
H<' rcali ed when he attained to the leader­
ship ot the: Government the weight of the 
responsibilities placed on hi, shoulders and 
the duty he had to perform. He no" finds it 
very difficult, not only to escape from the 
statements nude by himself during the recent 
election, but to circumvent the statements 
made by members of his own party when 
on the hustings. I was pleased to see that 
the Treasurer realised hi responsibilities 
in the matter of his allotment of portfolios. 
\Vhen spoken to by the press in this regard, 
he made th0 following statement:-

" vVhat do you think about it. I led 
~11 the financial debates, did I not? 
Without being egotistical, I do not sec 
a,nyone else about. It is ec,sential that 
the Premier should sit on the treasury 
chest." 

lf ~orooi were required that any man rea!iE'"d 
his ,.,-,ponsibilities, doe;; that statement 
not show that the Treasurer realised his 
rc'<ponsibilities at that time? I sympathise 
'' ith the hon. gentleman, especially when he 
looks around the Treasury benches and secs 
from the lack of ability there that he is the 
on],. man fit to take th" portfolio of Trea­
surer. I am very disappointed from one 
angle that the Deputy Leader of the Govern­
nwnt, the hon. member for Hcrbert, was not 
alloitecl the Trcacury portfolio. I have very 
,-i,-id recollections of the attacks made upon 
me during the election campaign in the Cook 
electorate by the Deputy Premier. He told 
my electors that, when his party was returned 

[Jir. Sizer. 

as the Gm-ernmcnt, he was going to he Trea­
surer, and that he would sec that money ,vas 
nailable to develop the Cook clector.tte. 
l a1n YPry ~orry from that angle that thr:.. 
Denuh- Leader of tho Go\ ernn1cnt has not 
been ,;llotted that portfoliD, bccau,c I would 
like to see money available to dm'cloCJ the 
C'ook electorate. 

The hon. gentleman was allotted the port­
folio of Sccrct.ll"V for Public Lands; and 
one of his first acts was to alter the tenure 
of land settlement instituted by the pre­
·dous Governrnent, 1vit.h ,the re.:Jult that 
people who wm·o selecting land in the Cook­
town di,trict under the freehold tenure s0 stem 
refuse to do sD on a perpetual leasehold 
basis. 

::\lr, FoLL>: Rubbish! 

Mr. KEXXY: The hon. member who 
interject·: is used to rubbish and mixing in 
it. I would ask him how it was that the 
'rnstees of the Trades Hall demanded a free­
hold tenure before thev would build the 
Trades Ha.!! on its prese1it site? 

The Prentier has not given U' any informa­
tion to-day concerning the internal loan of 
£2,500,000 that he said he woulcl raise in 
addition to anv other loan monev available 
through the L;,an CounciL He 'condemned 
the Premiere' Plan and the Loan Council, 
and said he would not ca-rry out the Pre­
miers' Plan but would raise £2,500,000 
"·ithin the State. \Ve haYe no information 
to-day as to why his "Revival Loan" is not 
being proceeded with. On 26th May last the 
hon. gentleman had this to say at Bunda.­
bero· ·-

o • "I am confid.~nt that the revival loan 
of £2,500,000 c.m be raised-that the 
money will be available, as I have 
information to this effect from the right 
qu~trtor." 

Puhaps the Trc1s:.1rer ,,-ill tell us the _right 
qu ·1·ter from which he rcce1ved hts mfor­
niation. I~Dw, in order to get away fro111 
the definite promise which he made, he tells 
us that he has sufficient money withoLlt 
,orryini'" ,:,bout thP £2,500,000. The f:'ct 

remains that that pro.:;_nisf-, in conJunction 
with his definite promise to rcYise the Pre 
micr,' Plan, won the election for the Labour 
Party. The <'lectors of Queensland were 
duped by the ptomises of hon. members 
rlt'positr; and now we ha Ye the spectacle­
oi lhoso hon. m cm hers trying to explain 
.av, ay tho3e promises. 

For my mYn part, whilst I am a member 
of the Opposition, it is not my intention to 
condentn and criticise cYery propo,·al brought 
forward; I shall try to help the Government 
to carry out the prorni,e3 which. they so 
definitely made. At the same tlme, my 
mind goes back to the speech made by tho 
present Treasurer on 22nd . .\ugust, 1929, when 
he said thi,,-

,, I cannot conceiw' of anything more 
callous or moro calculated to defile the 
public life of this State than the spec· 
L~cle of a party playing upon the sus­
ceptibilities of the people in this fashion 
and then callously and cynically denying 
or eYading their promises after th;·y had 
olJt,cinod the vote;;;." 

Surely that stat8ment is particularly appro­
priate to the hon. gentleman ~vho leads the" 
Government to-day! Is it any wonder that 
he gives no information as to the financial 
vrogramrnc of the Government; and is it 
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an~· y, lHlce that hon. 111Cn1bers who fonu 
his purty are trying t? explain a ~yay the 
prc:;n~i~es the..," n1ade dur1ng t!1o election caut­
pai~n ·; The Troa;;urcr i:-:. at pains to ,,t_.to 
that the " Revival Loan" of £2,500,000 is 
not neede-d, and that ho reYised the Pre­
Inlers' Plrtn. ~lv opinion is that th'- hon. 
gentl?man got the poliey with hich he 
'vent to the covntry fro1n the ~tatcn1cnt 
of the ex-Premier of Queensland, who, at 
page :5 of the report of the Premiers' Con¥ 
Jerc11ce held in April of thi"' year, said-

" Th~ Quecndaml Govcr.Jlllent has 
already beklcd the problem of nncm­
plG.Yn1ent in a practical ""~,vay, nnd cont­
pletc machinery is available to handle 
further constructive proposals along the 
line·, suggested b:: tho Prime :\Iinister. 
l t has already earned out many rcpro· 
dnctive works, and has propo als to place 
befor" the conference v. hereby at l( ast, 
£2.500,000 could be proutably spent in 
Queensland on relieving unemployment 
and re vi Ying industry.'' 

There is the definite statement of the then 
Premier that he ha i a programme of works 
invohing an ex 1Jcncliture of £2,500,000. '"' e 
have the Premier to-day telling us that there 
is no need for the money. The unemployed 
arc still >Yith us, and those men are waiting 
for that promise to be fulfilled. We gave 
them a policy. 

Mr. KEDGH: You ga,·e them nothing. 

;',lr. KE:'\~Y: Hon. members opposite 
~-aYL' 1he1n ,,-ords, and words only, like the.,· 
did .,-hen they were in power before; they 
LO\V ::oay they do not requ'ire the rnoney. 
Why·: Because they know they cannot rai,;c 
it. The lwn. member for West Mm·eton 
t:.ay~ the~· asked for bre.1d and were given 
a stone I would give a little ad.-ice to 
those new members who ha.-c just entered 
the Chamber. They should never lot them· 
'0 Ives get excited, bee a use it is bad for 
them. Ti1e Leader of the Government said, 
"I haw• revised the Premiers' Plan." ·what 
c1icl ibis revision conoist of? Onlv a few 
\Yorcls. I shall read I\fr. Lyons·: ·resolu­
tion-

'' That this conference affirms its ad· 
hercnce to the Premiers' Plan, and 
Ltndcrtakcs to meet interest obligations 
and to continua progressively to redu~i_~ 
budget deficits." 

''This is the amendment moved by the hon. 
gentleman who lc1ds the -Quecnslo.wl. 
{~o,7crn1ncnt to-da.:·:-

" That this conference of Plrcrniers 
affirrns its dcte,rmination to r.neet all 
intcrc-;t obligations, to continue pro~ 
gTcssi,·ely to reduce budget dc.ficito, CLncl 
to conduct public policy with a view to 
reviving industr:r so as to rostorr normal 
0mployment to those of our citizens who 
have neither work nor Vi-' ages." 

\Vas not that the principle of the plan at 
all times? \\'ill those words restore pros· 
poritv to this Stat ' Will the addition of 
iho:o;.A. '' orc1s rai~e the '.Vorld's price levels? 
Will th" addition of those words enable us 
to compete on the markets of rh" world 
Is it sufficient to say to the world, " Forgan 
has S)Yken" for c,·ory difficulty to be wlved? 
Those \Yards 1ncan nothin~ at all. I shall 
quote fro1n the report of -the conference in 
April of this year to sho . .- hon. members 
that the Premier even got those words from 
that conference. As reported on page 1 of 

the report of that coufcrence. tins is what 
:\lr. Lyons had to say:--

" In tho communic~tion \vhich I for· 
wa-rded to the Premiers of all the States, 
I indicated that, in the view of the 
Commonwealth Government, it was 
desirable that the problem, so far as it 
can be resolved apart from a general 
improvement in world conditio110, should 
be approached both from the angle of a 
long-distance prog.:.:an1111e having us its 
object the progressive reabsorption into 
employment of ou·r people, and also 
from the angle of what steps could be 
taken to alleviate the immediate posi­
tion." 

So that we ha·d the same words that the 
hon. member uttered-no difference at all­
spoken in "\pril last before the election 
chrr1paign. 

An OPPOSITION J\.fEMBER: He must have 
copied it all. 

Mr. KENNY: He copied it from that 
conference report I hope the hon. gentle­
man will bear with ·me a little. It may be 
unpalatable to him, but the fact remains 
that it is part of his own policy. On pago 8 
of the same report, Mr. Lyons said this:-

" The Premiers' Plan <;ontemplated 
the progressive reduction in deficits until 
the point of balanced budgets was 
achieved. under the plan the deficit 
for 1931-32 was determined at a figure 
just short of £13,000,000. For rca,ons 
which I will not deal with an increase in 
this amount has taken place, and the 
probable deficit for the present year will 
be in the region of £18,000,000. While 
this is a very substantial reduction, 
brought Hbout by the Premiers' Plan, 
hom the ftgure of £41,000,000 which 
was e"timated for the present year, it 
i.- a dep,d·ture from the plan and a 
failure to give effect to what we set out 
to do. A further substantial reduction 
in the drficit must be brought about for 
the year 1832-33, or all the efforts that 
we have .. nade and all ihe sacrifices that 
wv have mbjected ourselves to will be 
rendered vain. While at this conference 
it is impossible, owing to the tentative 
nature of the figures available, to deal 
with this question in detail, the Com­
monwealth Government considers it 
imperative (bat we should again affirm 
the principle of reducing the deficit year 
by year''-

"\gain the same words-
" until babnced budgets arc achieved. 
I suggest that the maximum deficit for 
the year 1932-33 that can be contemplated 
is the amount of £12,000,000 referred to 
in the Committee's report, and every 
effort must be directed towards bringing 
it to a still lower figure." 

There we have at that conference in ApriL 
when JI.Ir. Moore was present as Loader of 
the Queensland Government, a proposal to 
bring the deficits of the Australian Go.-ern· 
ments down to £12,000,000. \Ve had the 
Leader of the present Queensland Govern· 
ment stating that he was not going to 
carry out that plan, and wo have him agree­
ing to a deficit of £9,000,000-not £12,000,000. 

Mr. WATERS: \Vhat is worrying you? 

Mr. KENNY: I rcpre·cent 8,000 people. 
What is worrying me is as to whether the 

JJ1r. Kenny.] 
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promise IS going to be kept; and bcfor.' 
six mont],s have elapsed I can imagine a 
lot of "·orry on the part of hon. mcmbero 
oppoeitc when the promisn they gave to 
the electors arc not f111f11ied, Ql' are not 
capable of being fulfilled. 

At 12.20 p.m., 

:\1r. GLEDSON (Ipswich), one of the panel 
of 'Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. KE:\'NY: Looking through the state­
ment as to how that deficit of £9,000,000 is 
to be made up, I find that Queensland has 
to reduce her dcfirit to £1,445,QOn. \Ve have 
not been told bv the Treasurer how that is 
to be done. He has not indicated any line 
of action contemplated by the Government. 
\Ve know that the late Government werr~ 
condemned b:: the came hon. gentleman 
because their deficit for 1931-32 was 
£2,075,000. Not only have the present 
Government to share in the burden of the 
£9,000,000 deficits shouldered by the dif­
ferent States, but they have to reduce the 
deficit Qf £2,075,000 to £1,445,000. Let me 
tell ban, members opposite whQ arc voung 
in politicJ that they will be very worried 
about their troubles six months hence. Let 
me point out that taxation fell in the State 
from £4,272,566 in 1930-31 to £3,100,103 in 
1931-32. A fall last year in taxation alone 
of roug·hly £1,000,000 ! Then take the fall 
in revenue: -Total revenue, 1930-31 
£15,172,652; 1931-32. £12,984,112. :\ fo.!'t 
d nearly £3.000.000 m the tab! r<'YC'llUl' 
d the State' Yet hon. members opposite 
are to budget for a deficit of £1.445.GCO. 
I would. like to know how they aro going 
to do 1t. because the wealth production 
of Queensland is falling .•n fast that they 
are not going to collect u uywhere nca'r 
the same amount of taxation or revenue 
generally as was collected last year. The 
wealth production of Queensland in the peak 
year was £69.966.000, and in 1931 it had 
fallen to £54,435,000, whilst during the cur­
rent financial year it will be less. The 
taxation on the people who arc producing 
that wealth has reached the high ratio of 
27~ per cent. of the 1930-31 production or 
5~. 6d. in the £1. Ye.t hon. members oppo­
site are now forecastmg further taxation! 
!s further taxation going to help m? Is 
1t gomg to put more men into work? Fur­
rher taxation is going to cripple industry. 
l1ke the statement of hon. members on the 
back benches opposite that they m·e going to 
" deal wi_th " the squatters, the exploitere, 
the par~s1te~ who are employing labour and 
devclopmg mdustry ! \Vhat we require to­
day !'lore than at any other time is most 
cert.aml.y not a Government \Yith m cm hers 
behmd 1t who advocate such m~asures. Con­
fidence cannot be created by speeches such 
as those 'Ye have heard from the other side; 
nor can 1t be created by further taxation 
because industry must be able to make pro: 
tn.;;. 

:\lr. \VATEHS: Do you bclie\'e m low 
wages? 

M1·. KEN)JY: I believe in a decent wage 
for every man and \YOman ·who is working; 
but I believe that industry must be able to 
~fford to pay that wag-e; and, if you attack 
I~dt~stry, yon attack tho men whom you are 
a1mmg to help, because only when industry 
Is profitable can men be absorbed in employ­
ment. 

[211r. Kenny. 

The objc•din• of anY La!Jour Party shoukf 
be tlH• enconragC'nlC'lJt of priYatP f'nt·erpr-i~e 
to dcvdon the Sbtr•--not the abolition of 
private o~m<'rship. The aim of the Leadec 
of a GoYcrnmPnt, rspocially a Latour 
Govcenn1rnt. ong·ht to be to encourage indus­
try to expand. If hon. members will do tha1; 
and follow a policy of conciliation. if the> 
will try to assist people who are employing 
labour. they will be helping the came of 
f'rrtploynH''nt. The Treasurer's cynic,tl laugh 
gets hin1 no,,vhere. 

The TREASeREH: I beg your po.rclon. 
was not lnu'_hiug. I was merely yawning. 

:Ylr. KK:\':\'Y: The· hon. gcntlPn!Ull \va~. 
~.·awnino· the other dav when sorrit' nf hi~ 
't ack-hc~Ichcrs were '.peaking. F! e wi,hed 
that he could vo off and have a dC'cp and 
forget things. The hon. gentleman now has 
the O]Jportmiity to tell us what. he " gomg 
lo do to ovr·rcomc thc>e difficultH•s. and why 
he is carrying out the Pren1iers' Plan. Doee: 
he """ he is not? Thon let 1111' refn him 
to a c)_uotation frorn a ~puech of one of the 

'railway leaders, ~lr. 0 1 Brien, at Gyn1pie, 
yesterday-

" :Y1r. 0':3rien trenchantly criticised 
:\lr. Smith for · being a tool in the hands 
of :Ylr. Lyons, \Yho in turn \YU:' only a 
puppet used by Messrs. I3ruct> and 
Latham.' Arbitration had failed and 
was useless to the railwavmen. Indus­
trial action was their only weapon. If 
they allowed thing\ to go on as they 
were at present they would be in for· 
another 10 per cent. reduction. Mr. 
Forgan Smith had no choice but to· 
agree, bee a use if he did not he "·ould be" 
dealt \Yith by the Lyons Government. 
Their onlv redress was to alter the h\\·s. 
of societv" and to control production. dis-
tribution, and exchange.'; · 

The bell indicated that the hon. mcmbc1· 
had exhausted the time -allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. :!\T:\1:\10 (Oxlcc.) [12.29 p.m.]: I con­
gratulate the Government on resuming oflice­
in this State; but I cannot congratulate them 
on the dubious methods bv which the\ 
securud the reinR of power. There is no queS­
tion that a confidence trick was put over­
the people of Queensland; but they will soon 
dis1·over it, and hurl from office the party 
that got there by makin!l' promises they 
havo no intcntio11 of fulfilling. I regret­
the result of the election, but the majority 
of hon. members opposite was very small. A 
few hundred votes y, ould have made an 
the difference in the world; and I think the· 
GoYernment must recognise that the opinions 
of the people were pretty equally divided. 

The people have not given the (iovcrn­
ment a mandate io bring about very radical 
changes. It is a gr2at pity the :YinorO" 
GoYernn1cnt w0re defeated at a tin1c \Yhen 
the State was beginning to rehabilitate itself 
nnd show marke-d in1provcn~cnt in conditions 
generally. 'The depression crisis had not 
occurred in Qurcnelaud when the J\1oore· 
Government assumed office in 1929; but the 
Rtate was in a parlous condition. nnd it. wa~ 
rccognjsed that ver:-; di~ta.~teful ec(mornie.~ 
would have to be effected. This uupleasant 
task was carried out and prosperity q·as in 
si7ht whc'1 the late Gm"ernrnc'·t were 
defeated at the· polls. At the Premiers' Con-­
ferClH ,- the present Premier stated tlmt con­
ditions ·were in1proving in Quecr:sl~; n-cL In~ 
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Lrc-t. there had been a very noticeable im· 
proveln<'nt in J'day last; and I hope the 
plc8cnt Governn1r.nt will not jeopardi:~o those 
improved conditions in any 'vay. Had the 
1\loorc Govcrnrnent rornaiued in office, the 
conditions in Queensland would have con­
tinued to improve. I am very perturbe0 
indeed at some of the actions already taken 
bv the now Government. They have added 
to the pay roll of public utilities, thereby 
~eriously a±Iecting tho fimtncos of the State. 
The R,iilway Department and other services 
in thi;; State ar, so nlLlclt over-staffed that 
lJDoline; and ntioning have had to be 
resorted to; but, in the face of the'e circum· 
stanc('~, the new GoYcrnmont have seen fit 
to add to the already swollen pay roll. 
Ka-turally, I appreciate the increased benefit 
€xtc•nded to the intermittent relief worker, 
who has had to carry a very great burden; 
but I regret to note that the benefit has 
been granted at the oxpenso of those workers 
who received £3 per v;ec·k from the .Moorc 
Government. The present Government under­
took to pay the relief workers the basic wage 
1·aic of pay, but I deplore their action in 
reducing the maximum period of work from 
tweh~o \Veeks to eight weeks, and even to 
,;ix weeks, a6 in the case of work provided 
at Gympie. A terrible thing has been done. 
The ::\ioore Government provided work for 
twclYe weeks for thcJe poor unfortunate 
people at a wage of £3 per '"oek, but the 
ull('gcd saviours of ihe v, orkrrs, who under­
took to pay the basic wage rate, have seen 
fit to reduce the period of work to eight 
week,, and oven to six '"eeks. Only yestcr· 
day the workers '"ho were engaged by the 
Brisbane City Council had to be " Llinlmm" 
unionists beforo they were entitled to a job. 
In addition, unemployed workers resident 
in '1\orman Park and other adjacent areas 
nm,t proceed to \Yilston and other distant 
.suburbs to carry out their work, instead of 
work being provideu for them in the neigh· 
hourhood of their suburb. 

I am surprised that the Treasurer should 
lead his followers t0 imagine bat he was 
the great man at the Premiers' Conference. 
J:-ie calmly sits and takes unto himself the 
whole of t.he credit by allowing it to be 
.assumod that he was the man. 

The TREASURER : I am the meekest man in 
this Parliament. 

1\ir. NI 1'dl\IO: Listening to the speeches 
delivered b:,' his supporters on the back 
ben,hes, one would believe that he was the 
most wonderful 1nan vvho ever \Vent to a 
Premiers' Conference; that the Premiers of 
the other States instantly fell on their knees, 
crying, " Mr. Smith, tell us what we arc to 
do to overcome these difficulties !" Perhaps 
the followers of the Treasurer would liken 
him to tho l\1asicr to whom the disciples 
can1e saying, "f,Jaf'ter, tell us what we are 
to do!" Mr. Hill, the Labour Premier of 
South Australia, brought the Queensland 
Premier to his bearings. l\1r. Hill deserves 
the greatest credit possible for his action. 
He did not look for any political kudos, 
but carried out "hat he corrc"iYed to be his 
oimple duty to the people of his State. 
~What arc the facts regardinf" the Trea, 

'urer's attitude towards the Premiers' Plan? 
Speaking at Babinda on 5th June, 1932, the 
bon. gentleman saicl--

" The Premiers' Plan had not im· 
proved the, position of Queensland, which 
had simply be 'ome ,,·orse under it. It 
wrs conceived in a time of political 

tnnEoil and antagouiBms. Labour. if re­
turned to power, pl'Oposcd to review the 
Prcn1icr -' Pla. ·1 in thP interest'" of the 
corn m unity.'' 

Then, speaking at \Valkcreton, in the Mackay 
cl.iotrict, on lOth l\hy, 1932, he said-

" Labour 'vas confident that it could. 
and "ould, devise an alternative to the 
Premiers' Plan that would result in "' 
speech reco•rscruction of the State's 
iinnnces.J' 

This is the beauty of the lot, and wao 
uttered by the Premier at the City Hall, 
Brisbane, on 19th .May, 1932-

" On behalf of his party he wished 
to emphasise that on no account would 
they accept such a policy as the Pre· 
miers' l'lan. (Loud applause.) On tlw 
contrary, they would use everything at 
their command to prevent such a policy 
becoming operative. lf they wanted suclr 
a policy, they should vote for l\1r. l\1oore, 
and they ~would get everything they 
deseryed.'' 

Is it to be wondered at that the Premiers, 
when they assembled in conference, expected 
to get something wonderful from this Pre­
mier who had come from the North like the 
wild man from Borneo? (Laughter.) They 
fully expected that another Lang was about 
to tako part in the proceedings. It was 
not to be, however, fDl' this man, who said 
that he would not accept the Premiers' 
Plan, who would prevent it from becoming 
operative, and >vho would have nothing tc. 
do with it until the people's budget was 
halanced, ultimately accepted it holus bolus. 
T have in my hand a cartoon showing the 
Po.·e1niers assernblcd in conference. They arc 
seated around a table, upon which their plan 
is spread. The Premier of Queensland is 
seen witL a maguifying glass to his eye 
exarnining it. Then he exclaims, '·Yes, 
put in a comma or two, and the plan will 
suit me down to the ground." (Opposition 
laughter.) ~What a wonderful financier he 
proved to be ! The Premiers from the other 
States expected that the Premier of Queens­
land would be antagonistic to the plan 
adopted by them; but he simply took the 
plan and swallowed it in its entirety after 
asking that there be inserted in it the reasons 
for which it was formulated. It was formu­
lated originally with the idea of putting 
our unemployed citizens back into work. All 
will agree that the plan has done wonderful 
work. It was evolved from the combined 
brains of the Labour and ='Jationalist Pre· 
miers of the Commonwealth at a period 
when conditions in Auetralia looked parti­
cularly dark, and when it seemed as if it 
'"as irnvossible for Australia to eJnergu f rmn 
the depression. Although we are not yet 
out of the wood, we can see daylight ahead 
of us. Austr8jia did not sink to the le,·el 
of an insignificant nation and sacrifice her 
status among the nations of the world be­
cause signs of the re-storation of confidence 
in her stability are already in evidence on 
the other side of the world. Confidence is 
the only basis on which Australia will be able 
to function and carry on. 

The Treasurer al5o agreed at the Pre­
miers' Conferen,ce to reduce the anticipated 
deficit by £1,0DO,OOO. The Premiers of all 
the other States also agreed to reduce their 
deficits. 

The TREAS1:RER: Remember your Treasurer 
budgeted for a surplus ono year, and finish< d 
,-ith a record deficit. 

JJ1r. Nimmo.] 
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Mr. ="Il\lMO : By reducing the deficit.; 
still further to come within the ambit of the 
plau, the l'remiers recognised that further 
unemployment would be created; and, iu 
order to as;i,t in providing for this addi­
tional unemplos·ment, they agreed to allocate 
a certain sum of money to each State to 
help it over this difficulty. The Premiers' 
Conference set aside £7,000,000, of which 
Queensland secured £940,000. How much 
better was that than the success which 
attended the eiiorts of the ex-l'rcrnier a fe>c, 
months eaTlier, when he secured £620,000 
from a total amount of £3,000,01·J available? 
If the prc•.cnt Treasurer had fought for the 
interests of hi." State in the fine manner 
that the ex-Premier had done, he would 
have secured-not £940,0CO, but £1,40J,OLIO 
for Queensland. l_;n.fmtunatcly, the Trea­
surer sat back aml took onlv £940,000; yet 
we have people who are lm{;Jl0 proclaiming 
that the preseut Treasurer \\us a most 
wonderful rnan to have rcpre·-l.).nting Queens­
land at the Prc,niers' Conference! Prouablv 
there was no n1ore egotistical gentlcrnan a't, 
that conference, unless, of course, it \vas 
the Secretary for Public Lands. IV c heard 
nothing of the efforts of that hon. gentleman, 
but we do know that his leader, the present 
Treasurer, took £940,000 for Queensland 
when he should have received £1,400,000. 

The Premiers' Conference also decided 
that £6,000,000 would be made available for 
loan works throughout the Commonwealth. 
Our 'l't"ea•,urcr received nothing of that 
£6,000,000. Perhaps I had better quote this 
report, which discusses the position-

" Canberra, July 1. 
" It is unde·rstood that Queensland 

will nob share in the £6,000,000 loan for 
public works which the Governments 
"'ill seck from banks in Sydney next 
week, but will devote £2,200,000 of its 
own money to this purpose during the 
co1ning year. The Moore Government 
left £850,000 in cash balances, and 
£1,250,000 will be received from local 
go\ erning bodies as repayment for loans 
during the year, which will be added 
to the loan fund, while there will also 
be £100,000 coming in under the Com­
monwealth Bank ratification agreement. 
T~e £6,000,000, if the banks advance it, 
wtll all go to the other States since the 
Commonwealth Government 'does not 
intend to particip":,e. in the follow­
ing proportions :-Now South \Yale,, 
£~,050,.000; West Australia, £1,180,000; 
VICtorta, £800,000; South Australia, 
£800,000; Tasmania, £170,000." 

At 12.43 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAK resumed the chair. 

Mr. I\IiYI::YlO: ·when we wore the Govern· 
ment of the day, we had to listen to the 
present Treasurer telling the GovcrnmenL 
and particularly the then Treasurer. that 
the interests of the State were being neg· 
lected because sufficient money was not being 
obtained from the Loan Council. We re­
member also how the hon. gentleman ridi­
culed the explanation given by the then 
Treasurer cm the matter; and how he went 
to the cOLmtry and said he would get Hw 
money if the electors cf Queensland placed 
l1in1 at the head of th8 GovPrnm.<~nt. I a1n 
plea,ed that the hon. gentleman has agreed 
to the Premiers' Plan. It is all very well 
for the hon. memuer for Cairns to laugb; 
hut he would do well to remember that he 

[Mr. Nimmo. 

and his coileagues did not scruple to play 
on the n1isory of the people in orUer to 
attain seats on the 'l'reasury benches. Tlw 
:Y1oore GovcrnmLnt and the Sccrctarv for 
Labour and Industry in that Govori)ment 
did a very line thing for the uncmlJloyed 
people of this State when they put over the 
intermittent relief scheme. ·when we came 
into power, '' e found that the poor unfor­
tunate uuerr1ployed \Yore getting a few 
rations in a bag. \Vhen the Moore Govern­
ment instituted the intermittent relief 
scheme, they were very perturbed as to 
how it would ,work. The.) wondered 
whether the men employed "ould take the 
money home to thPir \Yives and children; 
hut they risked it; and I thank God that 
those men did take the money home, and 
that the wiv0s and children benefited. Hon. 
members get £10 a week, and it would be 
possible that soine of their \\ i \'L'S <-Uld 
children could be starving·. It doe' not 
follo::w that becaLbC a HHLll gcb lli )Lt',, :1is 

wife and childrP!l benefit. The Premier 
stated that, if returned to power, he would 
restore to the full all those mo11eys 
which he saiJ had been s!ok·n iro;n 
the State childrPn, from the amlmlance, 
from the hospitals, and from the fir<:; 
brigades. He and his Govcrwnent have 
been over two months in office, and no effort 
has yet been made to restore those moneys. 
If they were sincere and had an_y desire to 
help the \rorking man, those amounts would 
have been restored right away. But they 
have no idea of helping tho \vorking n1a11. 

L\ll they were concerned about was to got 
the reins of power. In Mr. }foore \\·e had 
a leader who was prepared to do his best 
to bring the State back to that prosperity 
to which it is entitled. Certain irksomo 
things had to be done; and, in order to 
secure the reins ':If powe,r, hon. 1nen1bers 
opposite playml on the miseries of the 
people. The people were told that all the 
misen had been brought about by the JYloore 
Gove;nment, and that the Moorc Govern­
ment should be wiped out. Any Government 
who assume office under those conditions are 
likely to be hurled from office within a few 
months of attaining control. The Premie•· 
may think he has Llone a wonderful thin~t 
in attaining pO'~' er and becoming Pren1ier oi 
this State; but I •am satisfied, after listening 
to some of the new members sitting behind 
him, that he is going to have a lot of trouble 
in holding iho rank and file of his party to· 
gcther. ~t "·ill not be long before he will 
wish to d cport some of them to thu Islands, 
bcca.use those hon. 1nernbers have no more 
1 ''pect fur him than they have for the 
electors. The Premier made certain pro­
n: .oC·l, and he must fulfil them. I am 
looking forward to the time when l10 will 
have to face the elLctors and meet the \nath 
of the people. 

The unemployment relief tax has been 
increased. This is a distinct breach of 
faith on the part of the Government. They 
distinctly stated that they \Vere rot going­
to put fresh taxation on tbe people. \Vha t 
have they done? They have put fm·thm· 
iniqujtous taxat~on on the people. Take the: 
case of a man working for 13s. 6d. a day. 
The first pamphlet issued giving the 'calo 
of taxes sho\\·s how callous the part'. 
opposite are. l'aragraph 4 reads-

" When calculating the amount of tax: 
deductiU!e, first classify the imliYidual 
into his tax rate group-that is, deter­
mine whether his rate of payment place;., 
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l1im in the 3d., 6d., 9d., or 1s. in the £1 
tax group. It is immaterial to the 
employm whether the empl~yee _may 
earn in exce.os of £208 or ±:499 m a 
full yc·ar; the rat0 of payment for the 
time worked governs the matter." 

That rneans that if n. 111an is e:trning only 
13s. 6d. for two' dav·J [.er week--a total cf 
27s. per v~·,~ck-he Is 1.LXl li atJ t_hr~ ratp ~f 
9d. in the £1. Suppose a worlong man 1s 
getting 1s. 11d. an hum. hnd \\-")rks only 
six hours per week earning 11s. 6d .. which 
is all he takes hor{Je to his family for the 
week, he is taxed 9d. in the £1. Men 
working on the watel'front may be workmg 
onlv on£' t.wo, or three da\ s pC'i' ,,·c(~k, bnt 
they hav~ to pay 9d. in the' £1 taxation. It 
must not bo thought that we as a party 
did not go into that aspect of th~ questwn. 
\Ve \\'ent into the matter of ra1smg unem­
ployn1ent relief taxat]o;l; but W(} JOillH.l. tlHt.t, 
if we increased the tax, \Ye were gomg to 
cause more unemployment. 'Vhat is hap­
pening: to-day? There is more unemploy­
ment in this city to-day than there was 
two montl1s ago. Owing to the fear of 
increased taxation, people are saving up in 
order to b<O able to pav that- taxation; they 
are not spending moiJCy to-day. This is 
going to be a ten-ific impost on the people. 
I have struck dozens of men who have put 
off their gardeners and other employees, 
and these things are going to hit very hard. 
The Leader of the Government is in for a 
very bad time. There is onl:T one thing for 
him to do; and that is to announce that 
he has now found that the Moore Govern­
ment were a splendid Government, that he 
judged them wrongly, and has found that 
they were doing everything humanly pos-,ible 
for the people of Queensland. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: They lowered the stan­
dard of living. 

Mr. KIMMO : He should compliment the 
ex-Premier now that he finds he cannot 
restore all the men to work but has to ration 
them; that he cannot restore the ambulance 
subsidy, or the former hospital allowance; 
that he cannot restore the 1s. a week taken 
from the State children. He should admit 
that our Government had done the right thing. 
Then the public scn'ice automatic increases, 
as the president of the Q'wcmsland Scak Ser­
vice Union, the hon. member for Bulimba, 
said when speaking the other day, cannot 
be given; yet, if the present Government 
had not got into office, that hon. member 
would have been one of the first to say 
they should have been granted. They know 
that they have no hope of granting them, 
and that the poor, unfortunate teachers who 
started on a low salary cannot be given their 
increases; yet some hon. members opposite 
got into this Parliament through the pro­
mises they made to the public servants. 
V/hen a member comes here under false pre­
tences by saying at the election that auto­
matic increases should be gi'~ en, he should 
resign his scat and go to his electors and 
tell them he made a mistake and ask them 
if they will let him off. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (TVynnum) [12.54 
p.m.]: Before I deal with the question 
before the Committee, I would like to con­
gratulate the Treasurer on his conversion. 
It is always pleasing to know that a man who 
has been proceeding along wrong lines which 
are very much against the best interests 
of the State has been led to see the light 
and has become a convert. There is no 

doubt that, when the hon. gentleman \Vent 
South to Canberra, he went as a great "I 
arn," s.1ying, "ThC're is no pOssible chance 
of influencing me in regard to the Loan 
Council; it is an abomination, and I am 
going to see that Queensland is made entirely 
different from any other State, although we 
wero parties to it and initiated it ourselves 
when we were previously in power." I-Ie 
said, "I am going to see that distinct altera­
twns are made; there is no possibility of 
m 0 bemg soft, and I am not going to become 
a convert. 'Vith the great body of the 
people behind me I shall be abie to get 
through." It seems to me that, because 
of what the present Secretary for Publio 
Lands 'aid on one occnsion here his leader 
~nust have said to hin1 on this ocrasion 
"Look here, Mr. Deputy, if you plcose: 
!<eep your mouth closed, whatever ou do. 
rhere IS a grave danger that, If you open 
your mouth, you will somehow or other get 
out of hand." Hon. members will remember 
the unfortunate utterances that haiL "entle­
nlan made previously in this Chambe~. lie 
must have been trapped-there is 110 need 
for me to tell how it is done-into making 
an unwrse statement. He sai-d, ' \Y c, the 
Labour Party, go step by step. We are uot 
gomg to leap from one extreme to the other 
but proceed gradually st0p by step up t~ 
what we want." The hon. gentleman gave 
the show away when he said "\Ye the 
Labour Party, are going to' do c~rtain 
things.'' 

How<>l-er, I started to congratulate the 
Leader of the Government. There is no 
-doubt that he has certainly won what we 
may term a little lollipop; but he has come 
hack from the conference, and aL-e a cl 1- he· 
has. been whipped up in some quarter~ for· 
havrng swallowed the Premiers' Plan. I 
repeat what I said before the clec. iou---1 hat 
unless he had swallowed the plan he would 
not haYe got £1. So he has swallowed it to 
some little advanta;re. It was certainlY 'not 
very big. IncidentalJy, I have been inter:estcd 
to hear some of the interjections from hon. 
memhnrs opposite. Somebody-! think it 
was the hon. member for Merthyr-referred 
1n Mr. Hill, the Premier of South Australia 
as a Labour rat. ' 

Mr. :YlAHER: A Labour scab. 

A GO\'ERX1!ENT l\1EMBER: So he rs. 

Hox. W. H. BAHNES: I would not be a 
hit surprised if the present Premier of 
Queensland, before the end of his term, 
becomes a Labour scab or a Labour rat. 
Never at a Loan Cuuncil meeting did I hear 
Mr. Hill Fay one word against his Labour 
principles. I have said outside that Mr. Hili 
put Australia first rather than party; and 
any hon. member who .says that he is a. 
Labour rat or a Labour scab discloses his 
poor mentality_ Ile is not that. He is a 
man who has exerted eyery effort for Aus­
tralia; and. when the historv of Australia 
comes to be written, it will be found that, 
with his Labour prillciples, he played the 
ga.nw, did his \York. and aided very rnateri­
ally the best interests of .l.ustmlia. I should 
he false to my com·ictions if I did not make 
that statement. 

The public generally have forme cl an 
entirely wrong conclusion with respect to 
'inglc men and their having to walk for 
rations. It is generally assumed that the 
late Government were responsible for making 
single men walk; but that is not correct at 

Hon. W. H. Banws.] 
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all. The walking business was established 
before we took office. 

1\Ir. FoLEY : Then they had a chance to 
get work. 

HoN. vV. H. BARNES: The hon. member 
does not like being assailed in regard to 
something that does the Labour Party no 
credit whatever. The credit really belongs 
to the llfoore Government. One of the 
things that ·we did was io ~cc that, whilft 
walking was continued, the amount ·of rash 
was incrca~cd. A .person would have a very 
hard soul mdeed 1f he were to say that it 
was a nice thing to sec young fellows walk­
ing for rations. It is due to the late Go­
vernment th"lt I should emphasise the fact 
that the walking was made part of the 
policy of the Labour Government. They 
instituted it. They are supposed never to 
have done anything hard on the individual. 
The Premier was one who had to do with 
iL They were responsible for the "·alking 
business on the part of the young fellows. 
I have heard from reliable quarters that 
the relaxation of that rule by the present 
Government is causing a considerable amount 
of trouble. This morning the hon. member 
f01· Sandgate stated that a number of single 
men who previously obtained a benefit under 
the late Government are now being excluded 
from benefits. ~ ca_n foresee very great 
trouble m that drrectwn. Applications are 
made again and again by young fellows who 
arc out of work, but they are told, " Your 
parent•· arc well-to-do. and we are uot 
going to give you anything." I was amazed 
when told by a ticket checker on the Cleve­
land line that at ono period 500 people came 
1!1 from New South 'Vales wccklv-I m·c­
sun1e, in an endeavour to "j~n1p \he 
~attler." I want to say here and now that. 
1f I was out of work and found it yerv hard 
to get a job, I would not be against "'rrvino­
to "jump the rattler." .. " 

Mr. LLEWELY!'i : y DU put them in aaol for 
doing it. " 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We can lea Ye that 
to the l:aboqr Government; no doubt they 
will do It most effectively. You know, Mr. 
Hanson, from .your association with hon. 
members opposite, that they will sav that 
they have never. done an unpleasant .. thing, 
and that they might be converted along cer­
ta~n lines, but t~at they had not done any­
thmg of .that km~. . Why, they are right 
up to thmr neck' m It. Tlw"e is no doubt 
that proceedings will be taken in such cases 
notwithstanding the previous utterances of 
hon. members opposite. 

The Governments of Australia were in­
formed that certain economies had to be 
effected in the financial interests of the 
country. vV e wore told. over and over again 
by hon: memb 'rs oppos1te when they sat in 
oppos1t10n that they would soon re-establish 
thmgs for thos~ poor people who were being 
cut down. It 1s wonderful to note how slow 
they hav~ been since attaining office. Pro­
bably 1t LS because the Premier has not been 
well, or has boon otherwise indisposed. I 
do not know the actual reason, but it strikes 
me tha~ probably that is so. Somehow or 
oth~r, 1~ 1s u!'fortunate that at a critical 
penod hlm this the hon. gentleman should 
become the Leader of the Government. 

The :MrKISTER FOR TRANSPORT : You arc 
labouring all right. 

_HoN. W. H. BARJ\'ES: I am not; I am 
g1vmg some home truths, which the hon. 

[Hon. W. H. Ban~es. 

gentleman does not like. A Ycry estimable 
gcntlcrnan. now dccca"scd, who was iu charge 
of the Labour Government in the past-1 
refer to the late Hon. T. J. Ryan-on on" 
occasion c:1id that, when you have a good 
thing to say, you 3hould say it over and over 
a,,:.1in. That is mv motto now. I am 
letting the C overnrn~nt get the full benefit 
of their actions, and I am not hesitating 
to do so. 

The hon. member for Sandgate h11s made 
a very awkward suggestion to me. Ho has 
reminded me that the Government have not 
yet a ttachecl trucks to trains for th" benefit 
of single men who have been forced to travel. 
I recognise that the Government cu.nnot do 
all things at once, and in this respect I 
must defend the Government. vVe muet 
give thorn a chance to get the trucks manu­
factured; and, when they do so, there will 
be IJO -difficulty in putting their previous 
,c;uggcstion into OpC'ration. I recognise, too, 
that this work will be a slow job, because 
I understand that the Government have 
giYon cerhin instructions that, although the 
basic rJtc of wage is to operate in connec­
tion with the work which has been created 
for the unemployed. their period of labour, 
which was formerly three days per week, 
has now been restricted to two ; therefore, 
time rnust be given tho Governme11t to adjust 
things. 

Generally speaking, the Government are 
up against a pretty big difficulty. How is 
the Treasurer going to balance his budget? 
Very ugly nunours arc going about. One 
of them is that the income tax will be 
doubled on incomes above £500. It has 
always been the policy of the Labour Go­
vernment to do the doubling busincos in 
the taxation line. I am not referring to 
any other way, l\!Ir. Hanson, because I rccog-. 
nise that it would be unparliamentary to do 
so. 

The TnF.AST;RER: It woulrl be descriptive 
of some of the actions of your party's sup­
porters. 

Ho;-;-. "\V. H. BARNES: I recall that the 
hon. gentleman interjected in this Chamber 
something about £9,000, and, referring to 
1nysolf, said, "You know all a·~ .. wut it." 

'rhe 'l'REAStJnEn: What £9,000? 

HoN. ,Y. II. BAR::\'ES: I do not know; 
that is exactly what I am seeking to know. 

The TREASURER: You must have been 
dreaming about that. 

Mr. R. l\T. KnG: No, the statement was 
made. 

HoK. vV. H. BARJ\'ES : The Treasurer was 
referring to the flour question, and said 
that I kncl' about it. I denied it at the 
time. 

The TREActJRER: I do not know what you 
are ia.lking about; you must ha Ye b"eon 
dreaming. 

HoN. W. H. BAR:'\ES: I do not want to 
infer that the hon. gentleman came into 
this Chamber and said something about 
which he did not know anything: but I 
and my colleagues distinctly heard him say 
something about £9.000. I said that was 
distinctly untrue, for I had n,) conncctiCJ?l 
with any £9,000. 

Mr. LLEWELY!'i : The m a ttcr referred to 
was the millers' profit of £9,000 on the flour 
transactions. 

Mr. SrzER: That is not correc·t. 
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Ho~. W. II. 13ARNES: I know that 
app0aled to the Treasurer! and he men­
tioned my nmne deliberately. I am g-lad 
that he has denied it, !Jccatlse I \nmt to say 
that the implication is not true. 

The TnEASCRER: I do not know what you 
arc talking about. 

Hox. \V. H. B \RNES: At any rate, the 
Treasurer mentioned it, and I am defend­
ing myself on the floM of this Chamber, 
Perhaps the hon. gentleman \Ylll tell us h_mv 
he proposes to raiPc tlw increased taxatwn 
that will be neccssarv if he is to get into 
line so far as budget equilibrium is con­
corned. The Treamrcr know· as well as I 
do that last vear the taxation receipts 
decreas9d considerably; and, unless some­
thing unforeseen happens. they must be even 
less this vcar. lf there is a shrinkage of 
over £1,000,000 in two years. the Treasurer's 
difficulty will be greatly accentuated. ln 
those circumstances, \vhat is he prepared to 
do? 

\Vhilst none of us c1n be very definite 
regarding the exchange rate, there is a 
possibility that the exchange rate may be 
reduced. 

The TREASURER: Do you think it will? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I do not; rather 
do I think it mav incrc'!SC. I£ it is reduced, 
it will assist thd Go1•ernment; but, if it is 
increased, it will haYe a reverse effect. I 
know that it is often argued that the Govern­
ment get the money back in another form. 
That may be so in respect of a portion of 
thG amount; but even then it is very slow 
in coming in. The effect of the exchange 
rate must vary considerably, and that may 
materially hamper the Treasurer in pre­
paring his Budget. At the same time, when 
the hon. gentleman sat on the Opposition 
benches, he did not want to wait until the 
Budget Speech \vas delivered before ho 
received the information he asked for. 

The TREASURER: Y DU did not giYe any 
information. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARNES: I think the hon. 
gentleman will concede that I was the most 
informative Minister in the House. 

The TREASURER: Your attitude was, "I£ 
I could only tell you all I know." 

Hox. W. I-I. BARNES: And, if the hon. 
gentleman could only tell us how he proposes 
to deal with the pre,ent position, it would 
be most interesting. How does the Trea­
surer propose to reduce the deficit to the 
amount he has mentioned? 

The 'l'REASURER: What do you suggest? 

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I leave that to 
the Government. The hon. gentleman is so 
inflated with his own importance that, if 
we did toll him, he would suggest that we 
were mere children trying to direct the 
"big leader." Does the hon. gentleman 
expect the receipts from the land tax to be 
increased this year? 

The TREASURER: \Vhat do you think? 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I think they must 
be less than last year, because country con­
ditions are in many respects most unsatisfac­
tory. The conditions just now are generally 
unsatisfactory. No man can rejoice at that. 
I sincerely hope that the conditioris of the 
country may change and help the Govern­
ment in that regard, because they will have 
a very difficult row to hoe. \Ve should be 

Australians first in connection with all mat­
ters. 

The conditions under ·d1ich 1nen are \Vork· 
in,g to-day arc \rory unsatisfactory. The 
man who is allowed to work to-day mu<t 
have a particular brand. I would like to 
put it to you, Mr. Han"on, If a _man comes 
to ;·ou huugry, you do not ask h1m whether 
he is a unionist, or whether he 1s soincthing 
else'. 1 know the big heart you have, and 
feel certain that :1 ou ncYer ask a man 
whether he is a Labour suiJporter or a 
Kationali't f'Upporter. You say, "You are 
~nrngry, an.c~_I want to he}p you." B~t \Vhat 
1s the posnion no\\ so .~_ar a<:j the GoYcrn­
ment arc concerne-d'? It "''ems to me that 
pPoplc n1ay be YCl'y harcl up; bt~t, unless 
they aJ"e !H'l'Jl'll'"d to join. some umon, they 
are told thev a re not g-omg· to g-et re he!. 
Thev must show the brand, and that is an 
cuti;·cly unsatisfactory position. Behind it 
all is the ideu of getting people into corta1n 
positions in which they will be controlled 
bv others and told \Ynat to do; and, if they 
do not do it, they will be sacked. Since th<' 
Govcrnrnent came into office we have had 
case' where men hnve been discharged· be­
cause they were "'ationalist supporters. 
Apparently the object of the Government 
is to see that every perso:1. employed shall 
be broug-ht into a union, and, in addition 
to being servants of the Crown, they are 
to go round as .advocates for the Govern­
ment. That is a position that is contemp­
tible: but it is going on in Queensland. 
I am surprised at some members of the 
party permitting such things to be done, 
because it is absolutely unfair, and has no 
right to exist in a free State like Queens­
land. It is likely to bring about the Go­
vernment's 1\'atorloo, and the longer it 
continue<; the more likely they are to come 
to grief. 

:Mr. WIE1'\HOLT' (Fassifern) [2:.19]: I 
only want to touch on one pm·ticular phase 
of the debate. and very shortly on tha»-­
that is. the who.Je question of the expendi­
ture of further loan money. Judging- by 
some of the question' that have been asked 
since the House met and some of the speech0s 
-particularly that of the hon. member for 
Oxlc·y-it "·Jlpcars th~t wo are to j-udge a. 
Treasurer by the amount of money he may 
be able to borrow, or the proportion he may 
obtain of further loans ~hat may be i<,ued. 
I should prefer to judge a Treasurer by 
the amonm by which he can reduce tlJP 
public debt rather than by the amount of 
new loans and the increas~d interest he 
may put on the people of the State. It 
soen1s to rno that 1vc are going the wr-ang 
way again, and that the right way to get 
out of the hog is not to go further into 'the 
same trouble. 

I think the Treasurer said that sooner or 
later \\"e must live within our means. That 
sc·ems to mo to bo the important point. r 
put it to the hon. gentleman whether we 
are not going rhe wrong way in now putting 
further debt io a considerable amount on 
the people of Queensland. I quite realise 
that the Treasurer in borrowing this money 
i.s imbned with a genuine and perfectly 
honest desire to give more employment; 
but, speaking generally on the whole quo'­
tion of loan money and l!nomployment, I 
fear tbat for every man \XC put into trmpo­
rary employm,,nt with loan money we shall 
put one man ant of permanent employment 
later on. 

JJ1r. Wienholt.] 
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The hon. member for \Van·ego, when 
speaking the other day-and I entirely agree 
with him-said that what is badly needed 
is cheap money. I am with him in impress­
ing the fact that cheap money with a low 
rate of interest will help to revitalise and to 
renew primary and other industries. I 
quite agree with the hou. member, and 1 
think plentiful supplies of money at a low 
ra to of interest \vill be a tremendous help 
to the country; but, while we are hoping for 
money at cheap interest rates, we are at the 
same iimo increasing the borroyvings of the 
Gm·ernments, and to my mind those two 
things do not go together. 

With regard to the unemployment relief 
tax, a que-tion which has arisen is to n1y 
mind a vriry vital and important one. I 
believe that the very first and truest duty 
-of parliamentary government is the raising 
of money by taxation and expending it 
through Appropriation Acts. Either by 
oversight or intentionally, we now hear that 
the Governm<omt-and I speak in no party 
sense in this respect-have obtained power 
tlwmselves to raise the unemployment relief 
tax to any extent. I sec no limit on any 
Government raising what monny they like, 
because the raising of a tax to relieve unem­
ployment will cover ><ny possible expendi­
ture; and the most vital power that Parlia­
ment should hold has now been handed 
over to whatever GoYcrnment rna,v be in 
power. 

The TREASURER: You supported that clause 
when the Bill was in Committee. 

:Yir. WIENHOLT: I believe the thing was 
an oversight. 

The TREASURER: It was not; it was 
deliberately put there by the last Govern­
ment. 

Mr. WIENHOLT: It was certainly an 
oversight so far as I am concerned; and I 
think-! spoak in no party sense-that it 
would be well to refuse any appropriation, 
whatever party may bo in power, till Par­
liament has regained the power of holding 
the control of taxation in 1ts own hands. 1 
go further-and perhaps the Treasurer will 
remember that I have continually raised 
this question-and say that the Loans 
Guarantee Act also gives the Government 
power to commit the country indefinitely and 
to any amount without the sanction of Par­
liament. These things are of great import­
ance. I believe the principal new suggestion 
of ihe Treasurer at the Premiers' Confer­
ence :,Yas an idea of capitalising the unem· 
ployment relief tax fund so as to be able 
to borrow against it. The dange1· of that 
eems to be plain; and I am afraid that it 
ould place the unemployment relief tax 

:JermarLntly on the shoulders of the people. 
The Premier ho,, told us in connection 

"·ith this expenditure that there is to be a 
l:oumau of industry-the old Bun w of 
Econornics will now rnore or loss be chan()"ed 
into a bureau of industry. o 

The TREASURER: Jt v·ill Le given much 
ider functions. 

l\Ir. vVIE::\'HOL'l': I think I was the onh· 
member of this Chamber who opposed 
the Bureau of Economic. I think that qt 
that time the present Premier SU!1portcd 
it, and said that it could l]o made useful 
in ." proper form. I di,,agreod with him 
ent1rcly, and would have vot0d against it 

[llh. Wienholt. 

had 1 been assured of support. I am opposed 
to any bureau of this kind. 

The TRE,S1JHEH : You are not opposing 
any Bill that von have not ,:con, arc you? 

1\Jr. \YIEXHOLT: I am opposing putting 
any n1ore bureaux of Stfltistics, or regula­
tieL~, or r ny of these further restrictions 
upon our shoulders than \VC have at the 
present time. I really think there is no 
adv.:tntrLge in ad-djng any further to our 
expenditure in this way. 

Before I sit elm•, 11 I want to make at, least 
one suggestion to the Prcmi er and his Go­
vernment towards abcorbing the unemployed. 
I believe tha.t there is no virtue in borrow­
ing money for this purpose; and I there­
fore suggest that the Government m1ght 
con cider the allmvance as deductions from 
income for the purpose of assessment of 
income t"" and land tax of all amounts 
bona fide spent in effecting any genuine 
imprm·erneuts, or at leact to the extent of 
the labour costs of any new improvements. 
There is here, a clear division of thought 
between myself and hon. members opposite. 
They, helieYe that the solution of the unem­
plonnent problem lies in the expenditure 
of GoYelTllllf'llt loan n1oney. 

The Tnn~L"IlER: They ha Ye never said 
that. That io only a P"llia(iYc. 

Au (lpp(JSITIO!\ Mc~!DER: They call it the 
"P~.evi,·al Loan.'' 

Me. vVlKi'\HOLT: I think anybody who 
will look ttt the records, not only of the 
present Governrnent when in power pre­
viously, but also of tho various GovernrnentsJ 
will come to the conclusion that it would not 
be unreasormble for anyone to say that these 
Governments thought unemployment could 
be cured l]y the cxp,•nditure of Government 
money. 

l\Tr. MOOHE: That is the idea behind the 
£2,500,000 revival loan. 

Mr. ViiE:NHOLT: That is not my idea, 
at any rate, so there is a clear division of 
thought between us there. vV c \'cant our men 
employed; and the only way by which we 
c.ln get them into permanent employment is 
by an increase in our industries, enterprisf\ 
and development. 

=lrr. GODFREY l\10RGA:N (llfurilla) 
[2.29 p.m.]: I desire to enter an emphatic pro­
test against tho way in which the unemployed 
in the oountn· districts are being treated 
as a resulf of the system adopted 
of engaging those registered in the large 
centres of population. In an elc-ctorato such 
a,< mino bush workers are being victimised 
because they do not register "·hen they arc 
occasionally unemployed, and because other 
men arc being sent from centres of population 
such as Too\voomba. and Brisbane to do 
the work that these men have boon doing for 
the !act twentv or thirtv years. The same 
thing applies 'to the adjoining electorate­
and indeed to m·erc· oth0r country electorate 
in Queensland. Those of us who represent 
bush workers know that these men live with 
their wives and families in some little settle­
ment, and work for a few week;; for the 
gra.ziers and other settlers \vho can afford 
to emplo:~ them at ring·barking, fencing, and 
other work. Then the,- may he unemployed 
for a week or t\vo, waiting for other jobs; 
bnt they do not immediately run away and 
record their names at the ne'lre•t place of 
registration. To-day a system has been 
imposed upon them by the Government 
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which rules that, unless they have been regis­
tered before a certain date, they aro not 
eligible for worlc 

The SP~RETARY FOR LABOUR AND INDUSTRY: 
How do vou know that they were unem­
ployed? To what centres do you refer? 

Mr. GODFREY MORGA::--<: I sh<tll give a 
sufficient numhe1· of illustrations beforo I con­
clude my speech. What applies to the Murilla 
electorate applies with equal force to other 
electorates. Recently the Government 
decided to advance nioncy for ringJal'king·. 
scruh-fcllino- and vvork of that natun•. A 
number of os'ettlers applied, and their appli­
cations were approved; but, when they 
sought to employ local _mon-m<;n ;vho had 
boon born and roared m tho d:stnct-thoy 
were told that they must accept labour sent 
from Dalby, Toowoomha, Brisbane, and 
other placeq. Although advances up to £500 
had been approved. the applicant declined 
to proceed anv further if the labour condi­
tions ,. t out a'bove were insisted upon. 'rhe 
applicant was called upon to pa:. 3 per cent. 
for the use of the money; hut he refused 
to employ labour that was not experienced 
in Tingbarking an cl bn2h work ~·enc_; ct1l:7

, 

because it would mc<Ln failure. 
The SEcRETARY FOR LABOUR AND I:-iDUSTRY : 

That obtained u11der vour Government. Why 
did ;ou not alter it i 

::'.Ir. GODFREY ::YIORG"I..N: The scheme 
1vas put into oper tion onlr two or three 
dav~ before thr) Moore GoYC'rnincnt v;·ent 
to' ihe conntrv. l havo enrleayoured to 
havC' thf''iO anonlalle~ rq tlficd. It lS 

an ttb'1)]utc cllsg-raco to think that rnon 
haYe to l0avc th0lr hmnes in the country 
to r~gistf'r for employrnent in the lar.ger 
('('ll( !'( ::l Of rlOpulation. a::.1d to re1nain Idle 
for 1nanv weeks before they can ohtairi 
work in ·those centres in which they have 
lived practically all their lives. That merely 
encourages peopl" to flock to the larg_e 
centres of population. They must do th1s 
before they can become entitled to worl' in 
their own districts. 

Immediat<:!ly the presrnt Government 
attained office railway freights ce11d fares on 
certain items of pri1narv production 1vere 
increased on the ground that tho reductions 
made bv the Moorc Governmm1t as from 
1st May: 1932, were mad(' for political pur­
poses only. I omphaticall:- deny that accu­
sation. \Vhen I, vYith other Ministers, was 
in Melbourne for the purpose of attending 
the Premiers' Conference prior to the last 
election, a nu1nbPr of persons interested in 
this State vYaited upon the Premier and 
myo.•lf. Thev pointed out that they were 
interested in the production of '" ool, sheep, 
cattle, etc.; and they requested a further 
reduction in the freight rates on wool and 
livestock on the ground that the industry 
"as in a serious condition. Particularly did 
this apply to those interested in far-northern 
and north-western properties. They were 
able to receive only 12s. per 100 lb. for prime 
cattle at the meatworks in the northern 
districts. Deputations from those interested 
and from those who had money invested in 
this State waited upon me in Now South 
\Vales; and long before I went to Melbourne 
I received deputations from graziers and 
other interests in Queensland requesting a 
further reduction in the freight on these 
commodities. The;.- pointed out that the 
price received was below the cost of produc­
tion. The reductions granted by the Mooro 
Government were not granted for political 

purpos~s at all, but \Yero granted because 
we deemed it our bounden duty to give what­
over assistance we could. \Vo realised that 
thC'se pcopl•· werz entitle cl to a reduction in 
railway freights. and we also realised that 
the finances of the railwav< were in such a 
position that we could afford to grant that 
reduction and still greater reductions. ·when 
the financial position of the raihntys is 
published, it will be soon, ll ccording to the 
figures at my disposal. vvhich were obtained 
on 11th June-immodiatch after the elec­
tions-that the loss on the railways during 
the last financial year was £100,0,JO or less. 

OPPOSITION '\IEli!BERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRC:TARY FOR AGRICT:Lr"RE: That 
\Vas duo to vour Government writing 
dmYn the capital. 

J\Ir. GODFREY MORGA::-J: That is the 
position t'1at _,-ill bo sho·.n if the fio,·nres have 
not bt·en altered in an,v 1vay. l\{y point is 
that, t}n·ongh the writing do-.en of the r>apital, 
and bv reason of the fact that the· lat" Go­
Yc>rnnlcnt r0dUCL~rl the C'xpenditun~ on the 
railwa: by £4.r00,000 in three years, this 
l'l"';u]t \Yas broug-ht a!Jout. The 1:1inistrv and 
rnvsoH conside1:erl that -p, c had a rig-.l1t to 
pns'3 ~onv:> of that bPnrfit on to Uw u-=c·r~ 
of the raihva vs; and, -in the face of th1~ 
favourable position, we conld not continue 
charg:i 11g th(~ exorbitant rates impo ·_·cl by 
th~ pre.,-ions La bm r Gon•c'lliTIPnt. !I ad we 
Temainf'd in office, ~ye I\ Juld have bP en 
able still further to reduce fares and fl·cic;hts 
this flnancinl vear, and, without further rc­
ducin';' the' nl1n1bcr of raihvay ('mplo.0 'Pl~s. 
haYo r•nclcd thA vo·1r vYith a credit balance 
of between £200.000 nncl £300,000. That 
result can to achieved by the present Co­
VC'rnmcnt, if they desire 

I want to make a cDmplaint !hat may 
seem a hit triYial. but is, noverthelcss, an 
important one. Yc,tc·rdav I wont to the 
Railway Department with n ,-icT to intor­
vir~•·ing the Comn1h.:;ioner for thP purpost~ 
of obt1:1 ining information to rcf:t0sh n1y 
mf~morv on one or t.1·:o rnattcrs th ,t DrcurrPd 
during' m;v administration of the dopart­
rnent. 3rfr. Dnvldson 1vas a-, ay, and I n2ked 
the E>Pcr0tarv, i\1r. }Iurton, if I could obt:1in 
certain inform ction pertaining to the :Uount 
ba p-narantec. I first tDld him that I did 
not dc,irc him to fnrnish me with the infor­
mation without lint consulting the l\Tinister. 
He said he would do so. This morning I 
rcc0ivPd a tPlephonic rnessrrf[e jnforming 1ne 
that the J\TinistC'r preferred th,,t I should 
i~Prk tbc informa6on ho;- wa:,T of (1Ul'-·tion on 
the flDor of the House. \Vhy should I, 
the ex-:\Iinister. he trccttecl in' that way? 
'When I was in charge of the department 
and hon. members opposite sought certain 
information, I never in one instance refused 
it. I instructed J\Ir. Davidson and Mr. 
J'vinrton to give hon. members opposite all 
the information they desired. My attitude 
was in contradistinction to the attitude 
w,umed yosterdav b the present lHinistcr 
towards me. I would not think of treating 
the hon. gentleman in that manner if he 
should become the ex-Minister. 

The 1\Ir1\'ISTER FOR TR.\XSPORT: ~sk a qu<'s­
tiDn and I will answer it. 

J\lr GODFREY MORGAN: I will get the 
infnrn1a tion in some \Ya v, and the lVfinister 
will not prevent me. The hon. gentleman 
should have .shown me a. little of that cour­
tf'Sv .,-hich I had alwavs shown to him and 
th0 memh,n of his pa;ty, C'3pecially in view 

Mr. Morgan.] 
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o! the fact that 1 .,-as the ex-Minister. In 
fad, any hon. m ern her has a right to secure 
information on public matter, without ask­
ing for that informal ion on the floor of this 
Chamber. 

Another complaint I have relates to· the 
increase in fare~ and freights 1nadc by thi · 
c;ovcrnmcnt. The ;';linister in a public 
an1Jounccn1ent said that this increa>:lc had 
bt·en m a de because the decrease made by the 
ex-)Iinistcr savoured of political Lllt to 
the eh ctors. In the opinion of hon lllClllLrrs 
Oj)jJOoit. it was political to makt an all­
round rcJt1ct.ion in far..._ . .J nnd frcig·l;.b:;;: but 
it wa not political \Yhcn a I/_boln· Go­
vernnlrnt inerel·-:'d thmn and m.·dc thPnl 
applicable only to the country areas. The 
late Government allowed the citv and country 
to bcneftt equally by the reductions they 
macL- It has always been possible to travel 
5 miles in the metropolitan area at half the 
cost charged to travel the same distance in 
the coLmtrv. 'When the l\loore Government 
rr1adc rcdli.ctions in fare3 and freights on 
three . different occasions, they made the 
reductrons general throughout the State; 
but, \vhcn .the prc·;ent Gover1nnent a.ssun1cd 
office, they rnado increases in railwav freights 
and fares in the country, but not so in the 
city. Apparently the country, which was 
loyal to the l\Ioorc Government, received 
differential treatment from that extended to 
the city and suburban areas, which had voted 
for the return of the Labour Party_ 

Soon after taking over the reins of office 
the Lal1onr Government have discovered that 
it is necessary to increase the railway freights 
on 1 ool and live stock, although they know 
perfectly well that wool is being produced 
at a loes, and thrrt thousands o£ people are 
experiencing the greatest difficulty in carry­
ing on these two industri~c., which arc more 
important in every respect than all the 
1nining industries of Queensland. \Ye find, 
howovt•r, that, \vhen it comes to dealing 
"With the Mount lsa Compally-e, wealthy 
cornpanv, \vith shar~:hohlcrs in othel' coun­
tries-tl~e present Govornnwnt arc prepared 
to extend relief by granting a considerable 
reduction in freights and by forg·oing the 
guarantee given by the company of its lia­
bility for loss incurred on the Mount Isa 
Branch Railway. Jt was in respect of that 
mat.tor that I ·desired information at the 
c>ffice of the Commissioner for Railw.t~•s. \Ve 
know that the Mount Is a Company 'entered 
mto an agreement with the Government. by 
Act o£ T'ar1iamcnt, to carry out certain 
work. rrhe cornpany received certain con­
cessions, which were the most liberal con­
('essions ever granted to any eon1pany in 
Australia or in any other part of the world. 
After the construction of the l'vlount Isa 
Branch Railway, certain guarantees were 
nec:".:-sary. The Th-1ount I:3a. Company guar­
anteed that, in the event of the railway not 
meeting its liability. it would pay to the 
Couuui.,sioner for Railways £13~000 per 
annnn1 for ten yC'ar,'3. For the financial year 
ended 30th .Tunc. 1930, the company had to 
pay £13,000 under that guarantee. I w:>s 
approached bv deputation and asked to wipe 
off the amount; bnt the dcpdation did not 
place l.loforo me one het or figure that I 
considered was a .iustification for asking: for 
the ren1ission of tha_t guara.ntPe. I in;ist£',d 
on the amount being paid and it was paid. 
For the following year 'ended 30th June, 
1931, £13.000 was also duo: and. before 
relinf]uishing office. T insisted that the Com­
missioner for Railways should collect that 

[Mr. 111organ. 

amount before the end of the fmancial year. 
\Vhcther tho amount was collccL•d or not 
1 endeavoured to f'tad out ycstercby: but 
~he inforn1at.ion was refused n1e. I do know~ 
ho"',1• c er, that, in ans,vor to a question asked 
in this Chamber, the Government sta.tcd that 
they h"d agreed to forg:o the guarantee by 
the comp,n:c of ib liability for lo'" incurred 
on the JIIIount Isa Branch Railwav for the 
last fmancial year. 'Ihat means that_ if the 
coml)a-ny ha« "not ahead" paid lho £13.000, 
it still owes the Go,-ornment that amount; 
and it appears that at the end of last f[nan­
cioc:l year it owc:d the GovCl'llnlent another 
£13.Cl0. So cvidcntlv the Governmc 'lt have 
either made the l\lonJlt Im Comp:my a pre­
sent of £13,000 or a present of £26.000. It 
i:; either ono or tho ether, but I coulrl not 
,,,-et definite informD-tion_ j\;ot only ha.vo the 
GoYcrnn1cnt allo\vcd the company to escape 
in that regard, but they have given it con­
siderable rcrluctions in freights. Before 
thc'·C frech coHcessious W<'ro g-ranted, the 
con1

1
Juny had an agrecln'_llt \vith the C'om­

mi.";;ioncr wlJcroby it paid 30s. 4d. per ton 
railage on ronccntl atcs ronvcyed on the rail­
wa.-.- line for "' distance of over 600 milPs­
In "other words, lwforc the new H[':reemont 
was entered into, the l''onnt Isa Company 
got its concentrates conveyed at less than 
gd, per ton per mile, which is lower the,n 
any other ra to in 0ueensland or jn any 
ot11cr part of Australia, and perhaps lower 
than any freight in the world. Had the 
company shown me by facts and figures that 
it was entitled to this redu-Ction I would 
have been justified in submitting the ques­
tion to Cabinet. but aft0r snbmitting- it to 
Cabinet I would not have qocn justified 
in allowimr the company to escape the pay­
ment of £13,000 until it had been reported 
on by the Auditor-General. No Gov·rnment 
have a right. with one etroke of the pen, 
to allow allY i11divjdnal or company to escape 
payment of its jnst dues without due investi­
gation by compdont authorities. Had 
Mount Isa been able to show that it was 
imperative that it should eecape payment 
of that money, why was the Auditor-General 
not asked to make a full investigation into 
the hooks of the compc.ny? It is not right 
that the Government should make the com­
pany a present of that amount. l,erhaps 
it was owing to the letter which J'dr. vVebster, 
the principal of the Mount J ,a Company, 
sent to the present Premier, and which that 
hon. gentleman wireleosed throughout the 
State a few days before the election. No 
doubt the Treasurer kept this as a titbit. It 
was 'a great Yoto-catching concern, and on 
se I' era! occasions the hon. g-entleman made 
use of it. At the time Mr. ~-Pbster was on a 
visit to England, and this letter no doubt 
accounts for the fact that the Government, 
immediately on obtaining control, decided to 
rdieve the :Mount Isa Company, without any 
investigation, of an amount duo to the Go· 
vcmment of £13,000 or £26,000. This is the 
letter I refer to:-

"Lonnon's Hotel. Brisban~. 
"26th :!\'ovembcr, 1931. 

" \V. Forgan Smith, .Esq., 
" Parliament House, 

· " Brisbane, 
-'Dear :Yir. Forgan Smith,-

" I have read the copy of 'Hansard' 
which you gave me in regard to the 
statements that the 11ount Isa Company 
has asked for the re-establishment of 
the Legislative Council. Will you please 
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take it from me that there is no anthority 
fur such statements. 

" Onr London finance group acquired 
their intcrc~t in J\1ount Isa and became 
responsible for the finance of that under­
taking mainly due to the promises and 
assurances given by the late Govern­
ment, which realised, in common with 
us, that exceptional facilities would have 
to be granted if Mount Isa were to be 
properly developed and equipped to 
return adequate profits and to bring to 
Queensland those benefits which are now 
becoming apparent. 

" During the remainder of your term 
of oflice you carried out those promises 
and accorded those facilities; and the 
present Government, by continuing this 
policy initiator] b:: you has enabled us 
to find for :'.Jaunt Isa that unforeseen 
and YPrv considcr,,blc an1ount of qcJdl­
tional ca.pital "·hich the development and 
equipment of the mine has ne er <>sitated. 

"But at no time, as you know, did the 
1fount IRa Curnpany or jts London aGSO­

ciates m1kc to the late Government any 
representations in regard to the Upper 
House or in regard to any goYcmmental 
or legislative matters other than those 
enactmPnts \Vbich required amendment 
or extension in order to carry out the 
agreed arrangen1.ents; :·.tnd no ~~1ch repre­
sentations to the present Govcrmnent 
have been authorised. 

" Please let me say quite definitely 
that neither the Mount Isa Company nor 
its overseas as~ociates, repl'('t<Cnting a 
total of some 50.000 investors. have at 
any time intcrcstcrl themselves in, or 
given support to, p.,rty politics, nor do 
they intend to depart from this prin­
ciple; and while, as trustees for the 
inv< ·ltment in Queensland of their share­
holders' money, they naturally welcome 
any steps directed toRards the security 
of investments, thev refuse to idcntifv 
them~clYes in anY ,;ra.v "'Tith eontcntiou"s 
legislation. " · 

"Yonrs sincerely, 
'' J. P. D. \YEBc'TER." 

That letter "·as u;cd as a vote-catching 
stunt by the Treasurer: and, although I had 
refused to allov: the ::'.{onnt !sa Company to 
escape from its just liability, yet the moment 
tho Labour Government got in the:-· grant 
the cornpany concecsions in t ~C' shape of 
still further rcdur:ed freights, although its 
freight is perhaps the lowest in the \''orld. 
and that particular line is losing between 
£30,000 and £35.000 a year, Owing to the 
fact that interest on the cost of construc­
tion on that line has not been met, the public 
of Queensland are contributing from £30,000 
to £35.000 a year to keep the men at 
Mount !sa in employment. When it was a 
matter of getting relief for tho '"ooi.gr;nn~rs 
and the grazing industry genNally-an indus­
try in which thoro aro many more thousands 
of people interested-the GoYcrnmcnt refmt• 
to give any assistance, yet they were pre­
pared to relieve a proprietary company of 
its just and due responsibility. 

Mr. TOZER (G!Jmpie) [2.54 p.m.J: \Yhilst 
I desire to congratulate you. Mr. Hanson, 
on your appointment as Chairman of Com­
mittees, I cannot also felicitate the Govern­
ment on securing possession of the Treasury 
benches, because 1 consider that they have 
obtained office on false representations. 

I would just like to refer to the policy 
spct·ch of the Leader of the present Govern­
ment. He said, in connection with the 
:Yioore Govornm~nt-

" Tho Government's record has been 
one of cynical repudiation and callous 
infidelity to their pledges." 

That is absolutolv false, which I think I 
shall be able to pi·ove. Th'en he went on-

" Immediately on attaining office the 
1\Ioorc Government commenced a ruthless 
policy of deflation under the plea of 
balancing the Dudget. ·wages were arbi­
trarilv reduced, employees withdrawn 
from' the protection of Industrial Court 
a"'ards." 

That is absolutely untrue also. Th<'n it 
states-

" So far from confidence being restored 
and prosperity increased, countless 
home•• have boon blighted with poverty 
and despair, thousands are unemployed, 
and no prospects are offering for sa tis­
faotorily absorbing our growing youth 
in useful industry." 

What arc the fads'? The fact"" arr• that 
in 1915 Labour carnc in on a, rising r~ Ycnue, 
YYitb taxation yielding only £1 Ss. 2d. per 
head. when lUlCn1ployn1cnt sustcnancp cost 
only auout £5,0~') a ;:car, and the national 
debt YYas £56,000,000. After 7ourtecn \ears­
and the Labour PartT, ·who \,'ere in for four­
teen v-"ars are the :-alne .as the Labour Part v 
who 'arc in to-dav-thcy had increc~sed the 
public debt to pni'cticaliv £112,000.000; tbev 
had rai,r·cl taxation from £1 Ss. 2d. to 
£5 1,. lld. J>l'l' hc1cl; l'IJ<l unemplo:·mcnt, 
·with unl'lllployrncnt in~Llrancc Vl~as costing 
£450.000. In the face of tho e figurPs they 
say that there "'8. less unemployment under 
Lahonr's reccimc than in the time of the 
Moorc Go>:C.rnmcnt. When the Moore 
Govcrnn1011t came iu, 'Yhat di(l they fmd? 

)Jr. 1\'m:m;: They clicl not find 10,000 
job. 

:\[r. TOZEE: They fo:mcl not. only 10,000 
jobs b'lt 30,000 jobs: and their st!ccrssors 
arc nllllL'l' a promise to iic1cl £2.E )0,000 for a 
n~vlval loan. rrhc hon. n1e1nbcr for Ro.:k­
hampton says, "Yc:s. but we have three :y.:u.ar" 
to do it." Fancy the unemployed wa1tmg 
thrc<' ears! "·hat chance have people got 
nud:•r those circumstances? In J\Iay, 1929, 
thrrl' "''a" a conff~-~ence of Premi~'TS at Cun~ 
berra, and J\Ir. Theodoro pointed out that 
no rnore monev ,.•'as conring fron1 oyerseas, 
aml , crv littl~ could be g-ot in Australia. 
In September of the sarne CJear, a few 
months after the J'vioore Government came 
in. there "-as ~ financial crisis. 

The SECRETARY FOil l'cBL1C \VoRKb: Due 
to the ::'.Ioore Government coming in. 

01r. TOZER: HaJ the hon. gentleman 
not got more sense than to say tlu:t? He 
is one of those who were responsible for 
the position; and now he and his colleagues 
a. re tra veiling along tho same road as they 
Llid for fourteen year', Evidently they think 
that all they have to do is to borrow money. 
If thov borrow money, they are borrowing 
under ~false pretences, bccaus~ they have r .. o 
intention of repaying it. They have bor­
rowed to such an extent already that the 
interest bill amounts to over £5,000,000 a 
a year, on top of which they have to pay 
exchange of over £1,000,000, so that prach­
cally £6,000,000 goes to meet our interest 
bill overseas. Three-fifths of that interest 
bill 11·as incurred b,; the Labour Party. 

Mr. 'l'ozer.] 
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\Ye have been told that unemployment is 
like a cance;" eating out the very vitals of 
the country; bl!t the strength of this country 
is being seriously undermined by the interest 
burden incurred by the Labour Government. 
The present Government believe that all 
they need do is to borrow money; but I 
agree with the hon. member for Fassifern 
that continual borrowing is the curse of this 
cc.untry. The more we borrow the greater 
will become the burden of this State. It 
stands to the cr0dit of the lYioorc Govern­
men that they did not borrow one penny 
during their tErm of office. The Premier 
has stated that the vanity of the ex-Premier 
prevented his insisting upon a fair quota for 
this State at the Loan Council. Whom are 
we to believe? In the last Parliament the 
prPsent Premier, who had attended a meet­
ing of the Loan Council some years ago, 
criticised the ex-Premier and ex-Treasurer 
from his place on the opposition side of the 
.House: claiming that the 1\:Iooro GoYcrnrnent 
had not insisted upon obtaining the quota 
of loan money due to Queensland. Ho e~id 
that, if he attended the Loan Council, he 
would see that Queensland got her rights 
and her just quota. He has since attended 
a meeting of the Loan Council; but did he 
obtain the just quota to which Queensland 
was entitled? He did not receive anv money 
at all by way of allocation from the first 
amount of £6,000,000; and from the second 
sum made available he received a smaller 
allocation in proportion to the amount made 
available than that received by the present 
Leader of the Opposition when Leader of 
the Government. Yet we were told that 
if the present Premier attended the Loa!~ 
Council, he would be the giant who would 
sec that Queensland got her rights. Through­
out the election campaign supporters of the 
Moore Government were met with howls for 
daring to refer to the Premiers' Plan. At 
the Labour Convention held in January of 
this year It was pointed out that there were 
two plans-the Premiers' Plan and the Lang 
Plan-and, if one cares to compare the Lan~ 
Plan _and the policy speech of the present 
Premier, one IS at once struck with the 
similarity of the two plans. In six clauses 
there _Is an. exact similarity; and, whilst 
there IS a sh_ght departure as the comparison 
procerds, still } fc~l sure that the policy 
of the pre:oent I rermer was taken practically 
from the Lang Plan. \Vhen it was stated 
at the Labour Convention that there were 
only two plans, the chairman of the con­
vention pointed out that there was a third 
plan; and thot, so far as the Labour Party 
WC'rc concerned, their plan was. socialis 1tion 
of the means d production, distribution. and 
"Xchange. The Premier was in entire accord 
"ith that plan. 

:\Ir. WATERS : What is wrong with it? 

:'-.Ir. TOZER: It is absolute madnosc·. No 
man with any common sense at all would 
npprovc for one n1omont of the soeialisation 
of the moans of production. distribution. and 
exchange. :rhe La hour Party will not get 
any:vh?r8 wrth such a policy, for. from the 
hcg!nn1ng of tho world, Sociali;:;tn !w·, b( r•n 
proved an absolute failure wherever it has 
been practised. Such a policy is only an 
att0mpt to c;ull the people. The Premier 
has said that ho thoroughly believes in such 
:' policy, but the time is not ripe to pu.t it 
1nt·o operation; the 11eop]e 1nn ,t first be 
educated up to it, and when the time is 
ripe, it should become' the policy of the 

[Mr. Tozer. 

country. The present Speaker has stated 
that the guiding star of the Labour move­
n1ent is Socialisrn. If that is so. t,lwn why 
has the matter not been referred to in the 
policy speech'? Nothing has been told us 
about this matter. 

Let me hark back again to what was said 
in connection with the Loan Council. It 
has been claimed that, when the Moore Go­
vernment assumed office, they found 
£5,000,000 in the 'J'rea.sury which was left 
by the previous Labour Government, whereas, 
in fact, when all cominitrn·ont:5 'vere met, 
the amount wa'\ only £3,000,000. It has also 
been stated-and the la.te Government were 
condemned for this policy-that the Moore 
Government lent mon·y to help Mr. Lang 
to build the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
These statements were made so often that 
the people wore gulled into believing them. 
Let us look at the actual f<tcts. The minutes 
of the meeting of the Loan Council in May, 
1926, state-

" States in need of temporary assist.­
a.nce pending flotation of loans should 
enJ.eavour to socul'e advances from States 
having c·xcess ea oh, the Federal 'frea­
surer to be the clearing house." 

If available loan money had been kept in 
this State without being permitted to earn 
interest the Government would only have 
received 1 per cent. from the Commonwealth 
Bank on the first £500,000, and the bank 
would have had the use of an~· sum in 
advance of that amount for nothing. Any 
unexpcndw! loan money simply lies in tho 
bank without earning interest. If, aB hon. 
members opposite suggest, the l'I'Ioore G?vern­
ment had spent the loan money ava!labl<:, 
they would not have had the benefit of 1t 
to-da.y. '\Yhen the present Government 
attained office on 11th June, they found 
over £1 000,000 in the Treasury as a result 
of the c~reful administration of the finances 
bv the late Government . 

. I was about to point out that the Querns­
land Government had made certain advances 
to the other States pursuant to a request 
from the Federal Treaeurer. \V c find that 
on 6th November. 1924, the then_ Labour 
Government placed on fixed deposit m the 
Commonwealth Bank a sum of £500,000: 
that on 4th August, 1925, a further sum ?f 
£500.000 wa.s also placed on fixed deposit, 
as was a similar sum three months latet·. 
Then on 8th J ulv, 1926, a loan of £400.000 
was made to South A ustraha ; on 15th 
December, 1926, a further loan of £500.000 
was made to the same Government; on 21st 
Scpteml]cr, 1928, £250,000 was lent to the 
New South \Vales Government; and on the 
,,ame date £250,000 was a eh ,mced to the 
South Australian Government. Therefore. 
the Labour Government in office prior to the 
advent of the l'.1oorc Government placed on 
fixed deposit, or advanced to other States by 
way of loan, £2,900,000 frcm loan fu_nds, or 
£1150 000 more than the amount w htc h was 
actualiv a~lvanccd b:c way of loan to the 
other States by the :YI oorc Govcrnmen.t. I 
do not thin], that was wrong, because, If tho 
~doorc Government had utilised that money 
immediately, there would have been a. short­
age la.ter on. By careful h1Ebandmg of 
their resources the J\Ioore Government were 
able to carr, on for three years without 
borrowinrr anv further n1oncy, and on 
relinquishing o"fficc icft £1.600.000 in Queens­
land and in London, which the present qo­
vcrnment have been able to carry on w1th 
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~lnc0 th~~v took oYer the adntinistrnhon of 
the State·: 

Throughout the election' the people of 
Queenslo10d underetood that the Treasurer 
was against the Premiers' Plan. One had 
only to refer to the Premier•! Plan to be 
received with ahme at puhlic meetings dur­
ing the campaign, when it wap, said that the 
then L< 1der of the Opposition who is now 
the Troac.nrcr of Queensland had a plan of 
his own, which he \vould p'lace before the 
other Government, if he was sent to Can­
ber"a. 'Ye find, however, that he had no 
such plan. The other Governments agreed 
to the Prem10rs' Plan, and, although the 
hr:m. gentleman was supposed to be onposed 
to the Premiers' Plan before he attended the 
confrr:ence, we know that once he got there 
he .l omod the other Premiers in accepting 
the plan. It wa,, to tlw advantage of Queens­
lal_ld that he drd, because bv so doing cer­
tam moneY was made available, and the 
people of Qu0ensland have had the benefit of 
that money since. Apropos of the Premiers' 
Plan. it is interesting to recall what the 
T_re:tsurer told several queotioners at Gvm­
pie during .the elec~ion campaign. Here ·,tre 
some qne•twns wh1ch were put to the hon. 
gentlem_an. T~is is a newspaper report of 
a meeb_ng whwh the then Leader of the 
OppositiOn addressed at Gympie on 18th 
Ma:;· last:-

" Mr. Smith, at question time said 
that several queries had been handed 
up in .writing, The first was: ' If vour 
party :s returned to nower and the Loan 
Counc1l re_fuses to allow you to borrow. 
or not bemc; able to float an internal 
loan, of £2.500,_000, \vhat i~ the alterna­
tive. D? you Intend to ra1se thP monov 
bv ta~atwn. or ha vc you any other wa ~­
?f raismg th<; money? If Mr. Moore 
1s returned will you assist his party to 
c;trr;. ou~ the Pr0mirrs' Plan, that b'oing 
tne verdJCt of the electors.' 

"Mr. Smith said he had no ctoubt 
about being able to raise the £2 500 000 
loan, as he had sufficient faith 'in 'the 
resourc<:s and the people of Queensland 
to reahse that the policy he had put 
b~!ore them could be grven effect to. 
\~ 1th regard to. tho la_st part of the ques­
tion, Mr. Sm1th said: '·will I give 
f'ffcrt to t.hc Pn'mtcrs' Plan, or. in other 
word~. w!ll I be an accomnlir·n to the 
bl?edmg to death of my fcllo·w citizens of 
this State? I w~nt to. tell my questioner 
!hat I have no mtenbon of taking part 
1n any Gov-ern1nent unless it ip; a Labour 
Government. No one has a right to 
goycrn a country nnlcss he has a man­
d,tn from the people. I am seeking that 
mandate n~w, and 1f I obtain it I will 
hav_e no ol;JJechon t? Mr. Moore helpina 
us m .Parliament \nth a policv of recm~ 
5tructJon.' ' 

" ~\ _further qucotion was : ' If vour 
party IS returned is it yonr intentio'n to 
balance the Budget by 1934, as the Mooro 
Government has promised to do?' 

"Mr. Sr;>ith said that if returned it 
woulc1 be. his <'arncst endeavour to restore 
the LamJ!y budget of the people of 
Queensland, because bv that moans the 
State Budget would be balanced.'' 

!Io_w can_ the_ people on 'vhom the Treasurer 
JS 1mposmg 1ncreased taxation balance their 
budgets? After all, more than one section 

should be considered when Parliament is 
dealing with taxation. 

Another question was-
" Are you certain of obtaining Queens­

land's full quota from the Loan Coun­
cil if yoa fail to practise economy, with 
a view to balancing the Budget?" 

The answer given by the hon. gentleman 
was-

" If Labour were returned he would 
be the State's rcpres0ntative on the Loan 
Council; and he could not see other 
members taking from him what was 
Queensland's righh. Because they may 
have bluffed 1\Ir. lVIoore and Mr. Barnes 
was no rea-,on why they could assume the 
right to bluff him.'' 

"'hat happened? I do not sa: they bluffed 
him; but I do say that, when he went down 
there, he recog-nised the futility of fighting 
ngaimt thp Premiers' Plan when all the 
other GoYornment" had agreed to it. He 
~\aw the wisdom of a!5reoing to it; and, 
notwithstanding that he had led his fol­
lowers throughout Queensland to believe 
h0 \Vas not in favour of the Premiers' Plan, 
whrn he got down there he accepted it. 
CertainlY he moved an amendment to the 
r0solutio~n submitted to the conference; but 
what wPre the actual words he added' Thev 
only set out the objective of the Premiers' 
Plan. When the Premiers' Plan was first 
brought forward, eYcryone understood that 
the objectiYe was the rehabilitation of the 
finances and the getting of people back into 
employment. This further qurction was asked 
of the hon. member:-

,, Do you claim that your policy re­
quires no further increase in taxation?" 

To which the hon. member replied-
" Yes.'' 

Immediately the Govf'rnment came into 
pnwer, .although the hon. genth>man led the 
people to believe his party did not believe 
in intermittent relief work, the unemploy­
ment relief tax was increased. The people 
thoug·ht they were going to be free of 
intermittent relief v·ork. They thought the,­
wc:ro going to get permanent ('mploymrnt 
nt (nvard rab:'s of pa_\~. It was no use say­
ing anything" to the contrary to thorn. They 
"''allowed it whole: but the result is that 
the relief scheme is still in operation. If 
it were such a bad ~chcrnc, why w.as it 
followed in all the other States?, During 
the fourteen Yearil the Labour Gm-ernment 
wore in llOY\:or thev did not devise any 
~chmne at <tll. They wpro Rin1ply giving thP 
p0ople ratiom ; but the JI.Ioore GoYcrnment 
institutPd a scheme providing for intermittent 
relief work. It was a good scheme. 'Vo 
noYcr saicJ it proYided a fair war"; but ..,,-o 
did sav 1'G was relief work,· and it -..~,~a-: the 
best thing that could be brought forward 
until such time as thL people got some other 
work to do. It is far better to cnconrago 
privatP industry and to get our own people 
and investing companies from ovorsets to 
invpet their capitd in Queenslnnd than to 
borrow m_oncy. Pl'ivatc people will not 
sp€'nd then' money unlc.:Js there i~ so1n8 
pro~r)ect of a rra.:onablo return on tho 
money they are spending. If there happens 
to lw a loss. then the loss is theirs: but. 
if the Government borrow monc"' and put 
it into private enterprise, if thPre is any 
loss. the Ios is the Strrte's The Labour 
Go,~rrrnnont already~ haYe had experience 
jn that direc!iorr They put over £5.000,0n~ 
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into private enterprise, and, with interest 
capitalised, the loss was over £4,500.000: 
and that has to be paid by the people of 
Queensland. IE you borrow money at 5 
per cent. for twenty years, you have to pay 
the interest, and at tho end of the term 
you still owe the money. 

The bell indi< atod that the hon. member 
had exhausted the time allowed him under 
the Standing Orders. 

:;vir. DEACON (Cunningham) [3.19]: ::\Ir. 
Hanson--

Tbo TREASURER: Don't you want the public 
servants to get their money ? 

Mr. DEACON: I want some information 
from the 'l'rcoasureT, and I am quite will­
ing to give him some iu return if he wants 
it. I would have more sympathy for the 
'l'reasurer and the Government if they were 
sincere in their attempt to bring about order 
in their finances. From what the Treasurer 
and other hon. members opposite have said 
to-day, there does not seem to be any attempt 
being made by the Government to put the 
finances in order or to carrv on tho work 
which the Moore Government did in that 
direction. The Government seem to be going 
back to the old Labour policy of spending 
everything without bothering where it is 
going to come from at thp end of the year. 
The Treasurer seems to look at the matter 
from the point of view that he can spend 
everything, and then at the end of the year, 
when he has a larger deficit than he in­
tended, expect the Loan Council to advancP 
him the money nccct.;ary. That is the game 
which '::\1r. Lang played to the limit, and 
which appears to be being played by some 
of the Governments in Australia; and it 
looks as though tbe Treasurer has made up 
his minJ to fall into line with those Govern­
meEts, spend Js much as he can, n1ake him­
self as popnlar as possible, and then lee,ve 
it to the Loan Council to find money to meet 
the increased deficit. 

If the Treasurer wore sincere, he would 
be a little more frank in his statement'. It 
does not appear quite certain from his 
answers to questions and his statement. 1 bis 
morning· whethe1· be was given that £620,000 
at all. It was understood when he came 
back from the Loan Council that the 
£940,000 ,,-as in addition to the £620,000, 
bnt it is not certain now that that is so. 
Ii the Treasurer would make that clear, it 
\Yould be much better. 

The TRE.\S"CRER: I Yery definitely made it 
clear--

:Y1r. DEACOX: That we are getting the 
£620,000 and the £940,000? 

The TREASl:RER: £620,000 plus £940,000. 

:\Ir. DEAC0:::-.1": Tloat is the first time I 
haxc heard the definite statement made. It 
is much more sati-Jactory to have that 
dcfimtc statement from the hon. gentleman 
nbout. the matter. It seems to me that the 
Governmeut anticipate getting loan money 
at the end of the year to cover any shortage 
an~ make poss1ble the largo expenditure 
wh1ch has been foreshado•., ed in order to 
give unemployment relief. It i,; possible 
that there may be a mnch greater shortarre 
in rov0nuo than is expected. Last year w~s 
one of the worst years financially for the 
people that we have ever had; it was much 
worsG than the year before. The Treasurer 
cannot expect to get the same amonnt from 

[Mr. Tozer. 

income tax or an:v other form of taxation 
this vcar, because he will haYe to give relief 
to people who cannot pay. \V c must, there­
fore. expect a bigger shortage than the 
Treasurer ever dreamed of when he took 
office. 

Tho pos1tion is that even if people are 
liable to taxation thev maY not have the 
wherewithal to pay ]t. During tl10 last 
six months nobodv on the land has been 
able to make am·thing to speak of. The 
dainmen have h~d a bad time, and t!wy 
certainlv are not making much; a'1d it is 
doubtfui "·hether they will havo enough to 
pav their taxes due for last year. The wool 
people arc also in a bad position. The price 
of wool has been so low that it has been 
imJlossible for them to make profit·c. They 
have been denied tho tclief that was pro· 
n1iscd to thern in the y~-ay of railway freights~ 
They are not getting an:,.' aRsi'1tane_e frmu 
the Government at all. The" are 111 such 
a position that the Treasnrel~ ,vill hav~, a 
bigger difnculty next year in getting hie; 
land rcvenuo than anY other GoYermuent 
eYcr had in Queensland's hi~tory. 

The 'l'RE.\SU\ER: You gaYo a1yay a lot 
of the State's best assets. 

Mr. DEACO;.;-: :\o. If you do un\thing· 
to rnake- it easil'r for thctn to maku lllOllG,Y 

and pay taxes and keep going-, you do sorne­
thing to the adnmtag-e of the StaL•. 

TLe TRK\SCRER: You gaYc better ~eeurity 
to the Lig institutions. The srlcctors p,-ot no 
advantnge, 

Mr. DEACO~: If vou improve a man's 
security, i£ you giYc hi!r: n1oro ~i~c .Jn which 
to rnako a succ ... :ss of 111s hold1ng, tbcn you 
put l>im in a better position. \Ye gan' them 
sufficient land to enabl<· them to makP a 
liYin<r. \Ye threw open snffi<eicnt land for 
those~ ~,\·ho "·ishe~l to take it up-1norc than 
we thonght \YOnld be iinancod by selector& 
thern:-;clYCs oT bv institutions. 

The 'l'RE.\SI"RE~: \Vhat did you think about 
Lahey's offer about that timber? 

:1\Tr. DEACON: I shall deal wit 11 that 
before I sit do1Yn. I was dealing· '>·cith tLe 
,vool quc•stion, and the TreL . ..:urer \\- _j,nts to 
..::haw rne off. 

The Tnr\.~U\lER: :\o. 

Mr. DEACON : \V c hdpcd th,• wool 
proplc; but, even ~s it is, _the Go:·crnn<er~t 
will have much difficult:,' m gethng !hen· 
rents. They will haYc difficulty in gdting 
their taxation also. On the wholr, Jt. JS 
quite e1sy to see the Governnwnt a~·o gou1_g 
to find it. very difficult to get , m the_n· 
land and mcomc tax revenue. 'lhc:; wlll 
fi!Jd it more diificult to gd in their rents 
than anv Treasurer in the past. It is easy 
to se•-. too, from the speeches of hon. mem­
bers behind the Government that \Ye are 
going to have a large inf'rear:c in taxation. 
Already the Treasnrer has doubled the unem­
plo:cment relief tax, bnt his supporters ~re 
saying that this, that. ancl the other thmg 
m;1st be done; and it is e,·idcnt that therc 
ll1u~t be a large in-e ·case in taxation in o~~cler 
to balance the Budget. At the ~a me time•. 
if we raise money in order to hel11 tlw 
unemplO)'ed through our unrmploymellt 
organi~ation, you put somebody else out of a. 
job; -o that it does not help us. Really 
you do not giYe any \York oxc0pt, ]lorhap~·, 
to a man vou take off the labour market. 
You may i·aisc the relief tax and impose 
h0aYy taxation; but ihat .-ery nction cause'> 
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:anctlwr rnan to lose his job v·;ith a private 
-e:~1ployt·1·. It would be more reassuring if 
the (;O\"C'l'11111C'Dt did not 8V0ll Inak:e ll18lltion 
(1£ higl1er taxation unL~s5 they are definitely 
·commi!tcd to that policy. If they pro;ooso 
to iuL"reaso the burden of taxation. then 
the soooncr they 1nako a lll'OllOllllC:{_'nlcnt to 
that c:fcct the Letter. 

TlH' Ts.E.\Sl RER: Onl:~ hon. Ul0ntlwrs or1po­
·.,:-;iL; lnYe ~pokcn in that strain. 

:'.h. DE.-I.CO :\ : I La se mv renw rks 011 the 
utt.C' a nee, of the snppo1·ter~ of thL' Co\ crn­
llJUl \Yhiel1 have not bc'--'n contracli( tr -t l.Jy 
the i:wn. gentlcn1un. l-Ie Lns not stntecl tha·t 
taxat:qn is to be in en t :ed, but JJJI sup­
JlOl'tcr-. have ~..1id so. 

1-lr. (J'I(EEl'E: \Yh~: are you stonewalling? 

~lr. lH~~\.COl\: I an1 end ea yourinp; to 
ilSsi~: the liovcrnn1rnt. I extend to them 
1ny ~yn1pathy. 1 t'.rn pointing out the diffi~ 
-cultie•. <l!Hl I propo ,. to olfcr u r<'med;: 
befon' l :'onducle. I an1 sure that nobody 
in this Chatnber onjo··-s the present pn3ition 
in t 1l1, Stat{_; and I an1 sure that nobodv 
'vi.:'hc to see it co11tinued. ·\Ye are co~­
frontc:d ·with a cri~is which also confronts 
-other GoYcrnments: bnt otbPr GoYPl'llinent~ 
haYC hlkCll cruite different s' C'p3 to l'CnH.:dy 
the ~d:wtion. I feel that the l'('Hwdy pro­
lJOsc:>d l)y the. present Govcr11rnc11t wjll only 
ruakc for a \·ariSe position, an cl 30 I oH' er 
then1 1ny criticism. 

The subject of land settlement has Lecn 
.Ji~cu:3sccl at considerable length, and 
Yarious sections have expressod tho belief 
that land settlement will aid considerablv 
in !he solution of the unemployed problen;·. 
One of the most serious difliculties facing 
people on the land to-dn,y is over-production. 
They are unaL!e to obtain a profitable 
return for their labour. \YB should not 
.have been able to ;-ro\Y \Yheat in Queensland 
at a prolitaLlo price had not n, >chome been 
inaugnrated with the a.s,.,istanf'o of the Sugar 
Acquieition Act. If that scheme had not 
bc(:n set in motjon, Bvery fanner would have 
shown a loss. It is impo"<iblo for wheat­
growers in any part of Australia to grow 
wheat at a profit to-day on world parity. 
Buttc·r is returning a. lo\v- price, and v.;ool 
is at a very lov.- ebb, tho price received 
being below the co~t of production. Shoul-d 
,ye place more people on the land when a 
ver,- large majority of those already on the 
1ancl are in just as bad a position as many 
<Of the unemployed? There are on the land 
people with small capital who are enduring 
~evere handicaps a-, a result of droughts, 
indebted to many people, not able to balance 
their budgets, not able to Luy the neces­
saries of life. and acttmlly in receipt of 
rations. 1\o one ever anticipated that a 
large number of farmers would bo placed 
in this position. rrhese are not jsolated 

-cases, but represent the position of farmers 
who possess land of very good quality, but 
are unable to obtain sufficient for their 
products to enable them to make a living. 

I certainly do think that it will be a big 
mistake to endeavour to e·-tablish a tobacco 
.<cttlement at Beorburrum. ·I ha vc been 
Dvcr the Beerburrum land on several occa­
~ion~, inquiring into tho conditions of 
settlers and viewing the land general!"; 
and I feel cclrtain that it would be a g-rC'at 
mistake to endeavour to grow anything on 
ihat land. It is not pos.;ible to do so. 

Mr. KENNY: The Forestry Board might 
!De nCle to make a succPss of the area. 

J\1r. DEACON: There may be something 
in that suggestion. The land is good for 
OTO\'"·incr tin1ber · but it has never vet crro\Yll 
~ny ,olbor crop from which the settlor ~could 
make a living. It has been given a solid 
try. The settlers have grown some crops 
successfully, but the coot of doing so was 
such that they had nothing loft for them­
selves. Yet the Government, on the chance 
success of one Year's experime11t, are 
going to, place o~e hundreU unemployed 
on tbis land to grO\\ tohacco! Bcerbnrrun1 
land is so poor that one cannot keep a cow 
on any one block without hand-feeding it 
all the year round. That is to say. a settler 
must purchase chaff, bran, and pollard for 
his cow jf he de,.ires milk all the year 
ronnel. \Yhen land ic so poor that it will 
not. ~rO\Y anytbing without cons1_:ntly being 
fertilised, it should not bu utilised for any 
form of unemployment settlement. It has 
only grown ono crop once-·tlw t is, vinc­
aprlr --and then oa1y after thC' frround ' d 
been fntilised. It Yvould cost £25 to £3J 
ner acro to clc:Lr thi, ,. orthles,; land of 
tin~ber before tobacco-[TO\. ing could b~, 
undertaken. Such a scEk:ncnt " mlcl b: oak 
the hear!,; of thu unemploy<'d, ;lllcl wastP 
GoYern1nent rnoncv. If thP G-o\ ~'nlllH'Ht 
de~irP to ::;ettle fhe unen1ploycd on thf' 
land, then let ~he~H plaC'c then1 on ]ancl 
,vberc the< \Yill ha Ye a reason a b1P chance 
of success." Land t .n bo purchased at less 
than half the cost of clearing tho timber off 
the Beorburrum land. Land, together ,,-ith 
houses, herds. and itnplcments nC>ec";;stry. 
can be purchased on a walk-in-walk-out 
basis at £8 or· £9 an acre; vd the Govern­
ment propose to spend £25 an acre in 
clearing worthlc.s land for the settlement 
of une"inplo_~-ccl ! The settlers will not Le 
able to make a living, and could only bP 
kept on the land by sustenance given by the 
Government. 

I am sorry to learn that the latest land 
settlement propoeals of the Government 
embrace timber lands in North Queensland 
on which valuable timber is standing. I 
do not !mow what it is proposed to do with 
the timbei·; but it is certain that, if the 
lane! is thrown open for se1ection at the 
present time, tho timber market cannot 
ahsorb th<' timber which will bo cleared 
orf it. The timber on tho land in the 
Boonj oe area would, if sold to the building 
interests, realise more than the land if put 
under settlement, while for four or five 
vears to come it would absorb more labour 
;n foiling the timber and treating it in the 
sawmills than the land will absorb by being 
placed under settlement. It would take twC' 
or three years before any crop would be 
received from the land. 11dy remarks also 
apply to tho Eungella lands. Timber is an 
article that can be sold, and gives work to 
market. When I was hen,d of the Forestrv 
Department, the department sold piles to 
a company in England. There was not 
much profit in the transaction; but it pro· 
vided quite a lot of revenue in taking tho 
timber off tho land. None of this country 
on Yvhich those piles grew was worth the 
expenditure necessttry to bring the land into 
cultivation; yet the Government had returned 
to them a greater amount than that which 
the land would ea ve realised under any form 
of farming settlement by the freight earned 
on the carriage of the timber, and in the 
work provided in getting the timber to 
market. The same could be done with tho 
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:'\orthf'rn timber lands that it is now 
proposed to open for settlement. Con· 
siderablv more money could be obtained by 
the State if the timber on the lands were 
first marketed and then, if necessary, the land 
made available for settlement. I hope the 
proposals of the Government are not correctly 
stated, because a great mistake can be made 
by acting in that way, involving a big 
fmancial loss to tho State. 

I hope the Government will not make the 
1nistake of reverting to perpetual leasehold. 
So far they have not given legal effect to 
their policv in that regard; and I am hope· 
ful that they may oec reason bcfor_e taking 
action in the matter. Nothing IS to be 
aainc:d hp a rcYcrsion tc> the perpetual lC'asc­
l10ld ten~u·e. Jt is only a matter of time 
before \VC on the Opposition benches are 
again the Government of the country, and 
we shall certainly reinstitute the freehold 
tenure if a change is made now by the 
present Government. It is only because 
selectors know that there must inevitablv bo 
a change of party and a change of po.licy, 
involving the grant of freehold tenure, that 
they take up land under leasehold con· 
ditions. 

::Ylr. O'KEEFE: They soon ;;ot tired of you. 

Mr. DEACON: Xot in the country dis­
tricts. The city constituencies may have; 
but then the people in the cities are more 
easily !er!, and have not that intelligcnco 
which is chanctcristic of the man up 
country. The grant of freehold temne will 
make for moro succesoful settlement. The 
1nan with n1oncy vvants security when he 
takes up land; and a freehold title to hnd 
is the only srcurity with \Yhich he can 
obtain credit. After all, one of the greatc·st 
essentials of suc-.c .siul land s·cttlem· nt is 
the ability to obtain credit. 

Mr. G. I'. BARNES (1Vrrru·ick) [3.43]: Mr. 
I-lanson, it is m:.· privilege and pleasure to 
congratulate you on your appointment to 
the Yer:· important position which you are 
now occupying. Thai· fair, balanced mind 
which you pos.scssJ coupled with tbo exp.r::ri~ 
encc you h"'"" ;~tined, will, I fed c.ortain, 
c·nable you to fill your important offir · with 
eminent satisfa••tion io all hon. members. 

vVhilst paying compliments, I rather d;ITer 
from many bon. n1cr1bcrs in their attitude 
on matters connected with the Premiers' 
Confcronce. M.v feeling is tha.t the Treasurer 
and the Scnetary for Public Land ·•, who 
accompanied him to the conference, arc· 
deoerving of the be<t thanks of this Parlia­
ment for falling iuto line with the propo.-als 
of the Premiers' Conference. 

Mr, CosTELLO : They don't admit it. 

?>Ir. G. l'. HAR:\ES• Thev mav not admit 
it; but it is to the distin'i.t a eh antagc of 
Qucenslancl and of all Australia to know 
that the Treasurer of Queensland adhered 
to the detr:rmina tion expressed at previous 
Pr8lnicrs' Conferences. 

At 3.45 p.m., 

Mr. O'KEEFic (Cair·n,,), one of the panel of 
T<'mporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the eh air. 

Mr. G. P. BARNRS: After all, the result 
of the Pren1icrs' ConfcrenLe \Y:i.s due not 
ouly to Country Nationalists, but to the 
influence and attitude shown by ihe five 
Inembcrs of thP conference ~representing 
Labour. I have f lt that there is due to 

[Jli r. Deacon. 

those who met in conference-whether they 
represent oue party or the othcr-ihc very 
best thanks of the whole of Aust ·alia for 
having found a way out of the difficultie& 
\\'ith which we \\ere confronted. \Vho ran 
·ay to-day what would have happened if 
the bull had not been tal,cn by the hams, 
o-r if the position had not been gripped as 
it was gripped? \Ve would have been lanued 
in amazing difficulties; and it is satisfactory 
to know that the best braim in Australia. 
co-operated and catne to a dctcnnination, 
and, as a result, Auitralia is getting· out 
of hrr difficulties, and. \Yilh Australia, 
Quelflllshnd. Certainly Queensland, after 
fourfcrn years of Labour administration, ·was· 
landed with a debt far beyond her means, 
. et. notwithstandinp: that, when the position 
':as gripped as it was gripped by the 
}loore Govcrnnwnt, things began to n1cncL 
After falling into line with the• otiHT Slates, 
the l\Ioorc Government, during their three 
: e'n of office, followed a course of aclminis­
lr:ttion which c<>rtainl:y worked for tho good 
of the State of Queonsland. One has to 
rcn1cntbt'-· only one fact in that connection. 
A week or t,~:o ago there appeared a Sl t te­
ment sho\ving the floating liabiUtics of the 
\chole of Australia. totalling some 
£85,000,000. 'The liabilitic of X~1Y South 
\Vales were sho\Yn at £32,000,000: lnn. ···hen 
it c an1e to Queensland, the word ''nil 11 was 

·. ritten opposite. "·hi eh showed tlmt the 
ad1ninistration of the past GoYerruuent was 
exceedingly satisfactory, and that not one 
penny h o.d been added to the national debt 
of Queensland. 

The TREAScRER: You arc entirely \Hong. 
1 \rill give you the figures. 

1L_. G. P. BARNES: Xot on,___ p· nny ~y~u. 
·dded to the nat'onal debt by th'-' :Uoorc 

Government. 
The TREAScRER: Ycs-£2.6°8.230. 

Yir. G. P. BAR='IES: That had lJeen m­
chided in tho debt of Queensland prior to­
the .:\:ioorc Government as.oumiug office. 

The TRE.\ScRER: I am referring to the 
incTcttsc in the publi(_ debt during the 
acl!nin:,,Lratic,n of ~he Nationali~t Govern­
rncut. 

:VIr. G. P. BAR~.ES: A ·tatement was 
is:mcd by the Federal Goven1n1ent showing 
Aust·ralia's floating liauilities at £85,noo,ooo, 
and we a re told that Queensland has not, 
and dors not, participate to the extent of 
ow· penny in that connection. Does not 
that redound to the honour of the late 
Administration in Queensland? They suc­
ceeded a Government that had, on the aYCI'· 

age. raised some £4,000,000 a year by ,,-ay 
of loan for every ,,:ear they were in office. 
If they had borrowed at the same ra le as 
the previous Government, the debt of 
Queensland would have been increaoed by a 
further £12,000.000; but. instead of that, 
the~· governed Queensland without increas­
ing the loan indebtedness. I think the 
people are becoming alive to the \Yonderful 
accomplishment of the late l\foore Govern­
ment in having carried on without increas­
ing the loan expenditure of the State, not­
withstanding the depression and falling-off 
of rEvenue. 

However, I very sincerely congratulate the 
GoYcrn1nent upon having fallen into line 
and doing what they haYe alre.·tdy done. 
It is well to know that men arc amenable 
to reason. \Ye realise the amount of propa­
ganda \\·hich took place during the election;. 
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and, altho:1gh the people believed m it, yet 
the day of reckoning conl(19; and vvc arc 
able now in the calmness and quiet of this 
Assembly to weigh what ha' taken place, 
and to sum up what was to have been as 
compared to what has really taken place. 

HaYing fallen into line, is it not incum­
bent on the part of the c;oyernm'ent to con­
tinue in the same way? That i; where I 
cannot congratulate the Government. They 
are steering a course appa1·cntly starting 
from the point they had reached when thev 
previously. left office. They are taking 'it 
course whJCh IS charactcnstic of their con­
duct in past years of office. I earnestly ask 
them to reconsider the position and to do 
those_ thing;; which arc going to' help in the 
rcadJustmm!t of matters according to the 
decisiOn o'f the Premiers' Conference to 
which the Govermnent are a pflrty. 

T~e hon. rncm~er for Cunningham, the 
ex-Secretary for 1 nbhc Lands, pointed out 
the great degree of lflnd settlement which 
has taken place; and it must be very satis­
factory to hon. members that so much land 
settlement is going on at the present time. 
There js a " back to the lftnd movement )' 
When travelling through the country, o;.,e 
can c.ec the. large areas of land~lighter 
~reas~not n~h l}lack sod altogethcr~even 
rn the Cunmngham electorate which are 
being brought under cultivation and which 
have never before in our lifetiJ;lC bed! put 
under the plough. That is a good si~n. 
People are now giving their attention" to 
land w_hich was formerly rather despised 
for agncultural purposes ancl the ploucrh is 
now engaged in proper!'y developing those 
lands. · 

Thei: there is a desire on the part of local 
authonhes to lend a hand at every turn in 
connection With land settlement. Three local 
authorities in my dietrict are ready at any 
moment to co-operate with the Government 
in a dircct_ion which will lead to production. 
The \VarwJCk Town Council has ·ent down to 
the Government a proposal to design nincty­
seren blocks of land which has been declared 
by the experts to be suitable for tobacco­
gTowing. Evidently tlw land is adaptable 
for the purpose; and this verv da v I believe 
an expert i~ in Warwick checl;ing again 
!he areas wh1ch ha,·e been offered. Certain 
Irnga ban proposals are to be made or 
have already been made. I commend' the 
matter to the Government and to the Com­
:UJttee. If we arc to succeed on the land 
111 Qmensland, ae I think was pointed out 
by one of those delegations that we bavc 
had from home, we need to do things more 
mtens1vely. The members of that delegation 
looked at the vast areas of land that were 
not being cultirated or otherwise used to 
the greatest extent possible, and they told 
us that we needed to go in for intensive 
~ult~vation. . That we are endeavouring to 
ao 111 my distr]('t, where there is a deter­
mined move i1~ that direction. I hope the 
Government will approve of the scheme. 

vVith regard to induetria.l matters, the 
Government requrrc to go carefully. If they 
arc gomg to upset labonr conditions gener­
ally, thee wdl make a tremendous mistake 
nncl we .• hall not get out of our difficultie~ 
as soon as we otherwise n1ight. 

Perhaps it would l}e as well if I dealt 
w1th wheat matters, which have alreadv 
been referred to on several occasions and 
about which I think I can claim to ·know 

1932~E 

something. No hon. member 111 this Cham­
ber has a better knowledge of the matter, 
and no man cxerci!30d a bigger influenc0 in 
connection with the wheat industry duriug 
his term at the Department of Agriculture 
than the present Premier. J\1any a conversa­
tion I had ith him on the matter. and 
whatever happened in connection w·ith the 
last agreement, call,•d the "millers' agree­
ment." was dne entirely t,o his instigation. 
He set the ball moving. He knew as well 
as any other 1na.n that, unless sornctbing 
was done, wheat gro·,·n in Queensland would 
ha vc to be exported, and at the same time· 
flour milled from other wheat would be 
brought to Queensland. We have discue,ed 
this matter together, and his firm idea was 
to secure to Queensland the flour trado of 
Queensland, with flour made from wheat 
gro·,vn in Queensland. I think those are his 
exact words. 

The TREAS1'RER: They are. I think that 
is the exact phraEe I used. 

:\lr. G. P. BARNES: It was done with· 
the idea of serving the milling intcrc sts 
primarily. It served the farmers well, too. 
Look what they haYe enjoyed in conscqupnce 
of that ! The hon. gentleman knew full well 
that it would cost 28s. to bring the forty­
eight bushels required to make a ton of 
flour to the border of Queensland, and that 
the Xew South vVales Government were 
carrying the flour at 6s. 6d. so that it might 
compete with the Qveensland flour. \>\Then 
we talk of wheat introduced into Queens­
land, we must ahvays think of flour. because 
flour is carried to the border of Queensland 
ht onc-quartPr. and perhaps less, of the { Jst 
of carrying whoa'·. \Ve could not compete 
rig·ht. at our ver7 door. The hon. gentleman 
knew that; and before he retired from o:ff'ne 
he called a me.•ting so thot the miller, <diU 
the \Vheat Board might approve of an ag·me­
mcnt to ovel·comc the difficulty. I recollet·t 
that he told the millers and others that we 
WPre growing- ~o much wheat in Queensland, 
and that, unL.'s, :;orncthing WfLS done. a con­
'iderable proportion woald have to be <'X­
ported; arod no doubt a considerable J1i'O­

portion would have had to be exported if it 
had not been decided to take certain acl'on 
under the Sugar Acquisition Act. 

The TREASURER: Wh·; did vour Govern­
ment, in rep]0 to a question' by me, s>ty 
that the Crown were not interested as a party 
in the agreement, when, aJ a matter of fact, 
ir was a tripartite agreement-if not in the 
strict letter, then in the principle involved? 
The Crown plo.yerl a very important p •rt 
in carrying out the agreement; but the 
ex-Sccreto,ry for Agriculture denied on t o­
srp8.rate occardons that the Crown had an:,­
thing to do with it. Why should he ha vo 
clone that? 

1\'fr. G. P. BAR~ES: One can obtain n, 
fair idea of the conditions that obtained 
if one refers to thP Auditor-General's report 
on the public accounts for the finrtm·ial 
year 1930-31. which eaid this~ 

" In an Dm,ended agrcetnent, dated 
7th July, 1931, a total quantity nf 
3,600,000 bushels of wheat of the 1930-31 
season's er or has bC'cn agreed upon h~ 
the companies as their quota, duE' to tlm 
adnent of Gillc'pie Bros. (Sydney), Bris­
banP, bC'cOining a part~' to the agree­
ment. 

"Rurplu:; milling 'vheat OYer and 
above this quantity for the cunent sea­
son has been purchased by the milling 

Mt·. G. P. Bames.] 
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('Ornpanies at an aYeragr price of 
z,. 10~d. per bushel. 
. " On 15th January, 1931, a prDclama­

tion "a·, §iazettcd whereby the opNations 
nf 'The Sug-tr Acquisition Act of 1915 ' 
··ere extended so as to include flom·. 
"At· .· conference ,-., ith the milling 

·ompanies' rcprucntatives held on 22nd 
.January last. it was agreed that the 
pnce to be pmd by the millers in re,pect 
of the wheat under agreement of 
3,600.000 bushels, on and after 16th 
.Tanuar:·, 1931, shall be 4s. 2~d. per 
1mshel net on rails sending stations. 

" To . the 15th January, 1931, the 
re ahsabon of wheat delivered to mi!lino-

:JlHpanies under the agreen1ent averaged 
Dnly 2s. 8d. per bush cl. 

_ " As the price of wheat gradually 
tails as the year. progresse,., the growero; 
WOLlld have received a verv sm.all return 
ner bmhel for this season's wheat if the 
Sugar Acquisition Act had not been 
applied or other similar action taken to 
1naintain a higher priDe for wheat." 

.-\t 4.5 p.m., 

The ('HAIR1HN resumed the chair. 

. :\lr. G. P. BARKES: The report goes on 
·:w sho:v. what tool< place under the Sugar 
Acqms1hon Act, and that for wheat the 
ruling price for which was then 2s. Sd. per 
bushel the farmer received 3s. 10!d. Then 
:followed the order of the department which 
took stock of the whole of the flo~r held 
m Queensland by the millers bakers and 
Dthers, upon which we wer~ later ~alled 
upon to pay the difference in price. 

:\ir. LLEWELYN: The:· short-paid. That IS 

_,-here the £9,000 comes in. 

:Ur. G. P. BARNES: That 1s not so. 

The TREAS'CR~R : The amount .actually 
,hort-paid \ras £6,222. 

:\Ir. G. P. BAR:t'\ES: If my memorv 
sen es me correctly, the first amount which 
\Yas levied on the millers .. bakers, and others 
was £37,000. Subsequently a further check 
took place. I am only going to give my 
own expencnce. In the first 11lacc, my own 
people paid £5,475 to the department in 
respect of stocks held :vhich had been gristed 
from the wheat costmg the lower figure. 
Other millers. made payments on a similar 
basis. Then, m June, the Government audi­
tor cctmo along and, after he had gono 
through my company's books, he said, "Mr. 
Barnc.o, :-ou have, I bc,Jieve, paid about £50 
o;cr and above what you should have done." 
1 he thmg ended there. Later, the auditor 
ad 1 "ed that 1t had been found after a fur­
ther check that my company had paid £1 
h .. 5d. short of what ought to have been 
palC1. \Ye thereupon remitted that amount. 
A further effort has been made to claim 
fr~m my company the sum of £362 19s. 4d. 
"'nether It has to do \Yith this £9,000 or not 
1 do not know, because I did not hear anv­
t-hilJg of thi~ arnount except in this f'iharnb~'r 
fl'flm the Treasurer. \Ye s-ty that this claim 
1·, based oH the \\Tong forn1 ulm. 

~~1r. RUSSELL (Hnrnilton) [4.8 p.m.]: I 
desn·c to congratulate you, JYir. Hanson, on 
your appomtment as Chairman of Commit­
teef'. 'Vhcn yo~ sat jn opposition vou acted 
as Temporary Chairman of Comn'tittees and 
.1lways gavo us justice. ' 

[Mr. G, P. Barnes. 

The present Government have taken offico 
after a very strenuous election campaign, 
during which thr>y gave utterance to a great 
number of promises to the electors. While I 
do not desire to indulge in any post mar­
terns, one must show the public the fallacy 
of many statements made by Government 
supporters. As an Opposition, we must take 
care that we do not offer any opposition to 
any sound plan which will make for the 
rehabilitation of our industries. At the same 
time we should see to it that the Government 
arc kept up to their promises. The time 
will come when they will be called upon to 
give an account of their stewardship; and, 
while the memory of the public may be 
short, still it is onh- right when that time 
doe', arrive that we should endeavour to 
show that the promises made by the Govern­
ment were not fulfilled, and that probably 
a lot of them were made for vote-catching 
purposes. 

Apart from that, hon. members on this 
side are quite alive to the necessity of bring­
ing about an improvement in the industries 
of the State, to sec that administration is 
carefully carried ont, and that even justice 
is meted out to all sections without showing 
any undue preponderance of favour to any 
particular section, and more especially to 
that section of the communitv that is in 
accord with the present Government's policy. 

It is very difficult for the Treasurer to 
Bxplain to our satisfaction that he did revise 
the Premiers' Plan. Listening to his 
speeches, one would think that he had 
intended going to the Premiers' Conference 
for the ~ale purpose of \necking the plan, 
or so emasculating it as to bring it into 
conformity with the policy which he out­
lined to this Parliament when he btated 
that he and his party quite approved of the 
reduction of interest to holders of Govern­
ment bonds, but were not prepared to pass Dn 
any part of the sacrifice de m andcd b~, the 
Federal Government to other sections of the 
community. In other words, the hon. gentle­
man did not agree \vith the cuts in amounts 
paid by \vay of pensions, social services, or 
emoluments of public servants. Thooe Y<ere 
his objections to the Premiers' Plan, a.nd 
we naturally thought that, when he altf'nded 
the Premiers' Conference. he wouid otaud 
firm on those so-called principles which he 
enunciated. But I think most fairminded 
men must admit that. instead o[ the present 
Treasurer forcing his opinion down the 
throats of the other members of the con­
ference, he was forced, willy-nilly, to accept 
the Premiers' Plan containing those provi­
sions which were so obnoxious to his party. 

I should like the Treasurer to tell the 
Committee what provision has been made by 
the present Government for the restoration 
to public scn.ants of the reductions 1rade in 
their salarie,, and for the restoration of the 
cieductions made in the -various social ser­
vices. The statement has been made in this 
Chamber by an hon. member on the Govern­
ment side, and it has also been stated 
publicly, that just at the moment public ser­
vants do not E:xpect to receive a rcstor.ation 
of these deductions. It is unfair to trv to 
gull one section of the public in that mai'Iner 
by SDliciting their votes on the promise that 
certain things will be done. \Ve on this 
side of the Chamber take the view that, 
in consonance with the terms of the Pre­
miers' Plan, the sacrifices that were 
demanded should be shared as equally as 
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possible by ev~ry section of the community. 
Every other State in the Commonwealth, 
with the exception of New South Wales, 
carried out the conditions of the Premiers' 
Plan; and at the present moment there is 
no inclination on their part to restore the 
emoluments withdrawn from the public ser­
vants or to make good the decreased amounts 
voted for the various social services con­
trolled by Governments generally. 

The Treasurer was preoent at a conference 
of the Australian Labour Party in June 
1931, when the policy of his party wa·'· cle;n]y 
stated. It ''as at that conference that this 
resolution was carried:-

" In view of the position created in the 
ranks of Labour by the adoption by the 
Federal Labour Party of that part of 
the Premiers' Pla.n to which the Labom· 
movement throughout Australia has 
declared its definite hostilitv this con· 
ference declares that the ,:~d uction of 
'\vages, pensions, and social services runs 
counter to Labour's platform and can­
not be effected as any part of Labour's 
policy." 

The journal of the Labour Partv in Vic­
toria. in a recent article hettded " H~s Forgan 
Smrth Surrendered," had this to sa0 :-

" The mover of the resolution at the 
special conference was lHr. Forgan Smith, 
the then Leader of the State Parlia­
mentary Labour Party and of tl:te 
Opposition in the Legislative Assembly 
o_f Queensland. In the gen.eral discus­
sron that took place before :\lr. Smith's 
resolution •• as submitted, he had 
emphastsed the fact that ' a greater pro­
portwr: of the people is .getting le•s of 
the thmgs they produce than thev are 
entitled to.' He al<o wanted to ·know 
'What is the attitude of the Federal 
Government going to be if further cuts 
in wa.gcs and social services are sug­
gested?' 

"Judged bv his remarks at the special 
~onference and by his subsequent action 
1n mov1ng the rPsolution, \vhich \VarS. 
adopted by the conferenc~, Mr. Smith 
stood solidly with all in the party who 
were opposed to the reductions in wages, 
pensions, and socia.l services, which 'vcre 
provided for in tlie Premiers' Plan.'' 

At the Premiers' Conference which he 
recently attended we well know that the 
following resolution was carried:-

"That. this conference of Premiers 
affirms its determination to meet all 
i~1terest obligation~, to continue progres~ 
s1vely to reduce lmdgct dofici(s, and to 
conduct public policy with a view to 
rcYIYing indu:..lry so as io restore normal 
en1ployrnent to those of our citizens ,\ho 
have neither work nor ages." 

It is clear from that. although the hon. 
gentleman ende::t\"OUred to o-ull the public 
into thinking that he would ~ot be prepared 
to accept the Premiers' Plan in its entirety­
that he would msHt on the deletion of that 
part of the plan which dealt with reductions 
in salaries of puhlic seryants and reduction 
m payments to s0cial services-vet .,.e find 
he sub-·crihcd to the plan in its entiret" 
although I admit that he was able, in can't: 
mon "ith other Premiers-who were all. I 
grn sorry ~o say, wi1ling-to continue a policy 
of borrowmg rather than face the issue fairlv 
and square]:," ; and, after all, borrowing (s 

only a pallia(ivc, and must eventually end 
in disastrous consequences, a.nd must mean 
the piling up of further taxation on an 
already oycrburdcned colnn1unity. 

This journal takes Mr. Forqan Smith to 
task in languag0 which is only typical of 
some of the utterances of various Labour 
unions. They arc a,;king to-day: \Vhere 
does the Premier stand? Has he swallowed 
the Premiers' Plan ? Has he gone back on 
his pledges to the electors? If he has gone 
back on his pledges to the electors, it is 
evident by the ,·ery caustic remarks passed 
by some of his confreres and qy the le; •. ders 
of Labour throughout Australia tha-t even­
tually he must meet the fate of Mr. Hill and 
Mr. Hogan. who sa" the necessity for the 
Premiers' Plan, and who hM e been thrown 
out of the Labour Party and to whom havo· 
been !lpplied that opprobrious term which 
so rea.dily falls from the lips of many Labour 
agitators. \~'c all admire the action of Mr. 
Hill and lllr. Hogan, who, u.s one speaker 
has already said, put country before party. 
In time<> like the present it is essential that 
all public m·en shonld p]a.co in the fore­
front of their policy the welfare of the State 
as against party discipline or party shibbo­
leths. \Ve haYe advocated in season and 
out of seMon that at a time of crisis like 
this men of yarious Bhade~ of political 
thought should be prepared to sink their 
differences in order to evolve a common 
policy ,vhich will make for the rtmelioration 
of the lot of the people and for the rehabili­
tation of indnctry. The journal I have· 
quoted, dealing with the Treasurer, further 
states-

'· In the circumstances a,n explanation 
i .. due from J'\Ir. Forgan Smith as t<> 
exact!:: where he stands with res pet t to 
that part of tlw Premiers' Plan hG 
opposed at the special ~\uetralian Labour 
Partv Cunferen( ,; in ,,\ ugust of last 
-,oar. ls he ,till where he '.Yas at that 
iin1e or has he surrendered to anti~ 
Labour, as did Nle-.srs. Hogan, Hill, and 
other repn•,ent.ttives of Labour when 
the whips were cracked' In the absence 
of such e:cplanation anr1 in the light of 
the fact that it has bee'l proclaimed to­
the orld that be has committed himseH 
to the resolution of the Pre.miers' Con­
ference, in ''· hich the principles of the 
Premiers' Plan of 1931 are affirmed, Mr. 
Smith cannot complain if he is viewed. 
with suspicion. 1'\or can he justifiably 
resent being asked to make his position 
clear in the eves of the movement that 
he claims t-1 i·eprc•.ent. . .. 

"Becauce of the defections of th0 
Hogans a.nd Hills, and beco.use of th<l 
bitter disappointments during the pao,t 
two or thret· years, thhe essential qnali­
tios are now demanded of those who 
would lead the wa:-;· by all intellig-ent 
members of the Australian L:tbour P<n·ty. 
Therefore. Mr. Forgan Smith, like a.ll 
others o;im'ilarlv situated lnust either 
make hi~ pos;tion dear or pay 'the 
penaHy of being distru.,tecl." 

I am not saying tha ( in any detrimental 
way of the Treasurer. because, if he will 
take his coura~e in both hands rtnd emulate 
the example of Mr. Hill and :\fr. Hogan, I 
can as,ure him the Opposition will be pleased 
to support him in carrying out that plan. 
That is the main feature of our policy. 

There is no doubt that, when the Trea­
surer came into conta.ct with the Premier~ 

Jir. Russell.] 
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of the other States and met his Labour 
·colleague, Ilfr. Hill, he must have admitted 
that he had been on the wrong track. If 
I c:1n bo shown a~>y better plan than the 
Premit•rs' Plan, I would be prepared to give 
it my earnest consideration. I want hon. 
nwmbers opposite to realise that we on this 
side are actuated j nst as m'Ltch by humane 
motives for the amelioration of the lot of 
the people as they arc; but I cannot see 

;.anv virtue in the resuscitation of the mad 
bot·rowing policy which was one of the main 
feamrc, of the Labour regime in the years 
from 1915 to 1929. In 1913 Mr. Theodore, 
in his boyish enthusiasm, took the then 
Go,-ernmcnt to task for not taking the 
nercls of the future into consideration, 
bcr-ause, as he said, they were borrowing 
without any regard for the repayment of 
any portion of the loans, a.nd were really 
robbint; posterih by placing on their 
sh<mlders the bur·den of the payments of tho 
loans. But in 192-i he had a different tale 
to tell, and he boaeted openly of the great 
policy initiated by Labour, under which 
the sum of £5,000,000 annually was to be 
~pent-not on rcprodncti,•c works-the word 
" ,·cproducti,-e" was omitted-but on a bold 
Labour policy. 11uring their regime they 

·-spent an enormous amount of overseas 
money, averaging about £-\,000,000 per 
annum'; and, of course, that is one of the 
main causes of the depression in Queens­
land to-day. This State would not have felt 
--the results of the great -depression but for 
the enormous load of taxation which was 
placed on our shoulders by Labour cl uring 
its occupancy of office ir, the years from 1915 
to 1929. That was the legacy left to us 
when we took office; and no wonder we had 
deficits with a decreased revenue, falling 
£2,000,000 behind in the space of three 
years, and were not able to reduce our 
expenditure in the same ratio as the decrease 
in our revenue. That, coupled with the 
'tremendous amount expended in the pay­
ment of exchange for our remittances 
abl'Oad, was the main cause of onr deficits. 

The Government have tabulated several 
·schemes for the employment of men. I only 
hope that the Government will be able to 

·carry out their scheme3, and that they will be 
able to flnance them, if only on the basis of 
the payments made by the previous Gove<·n­
ment. I naturally hope that they will do as 
much more as they can; and I assure the 
'Treasurer that I am quite prepared to sup­
port any reasonable scheme which will make 
provision for these unfortunate 11eople out of 
work. At the S"-me time, it ie necessary to 
point out the dang·ers that we think confront 
the Government. There is no doubt that thov 
proved to the satisfaction of the elector's 
that they had a better scheme than the one 
we put forward. (Government interjections.) 
Hon. members opposite know that they gulled 
·the electors with promises that they are 
unable to carry out. \Vhile the Treasurer 
mav believe that what is needed is a reform 
in the monetary system, the thing we have 
to tackle to-day is the problem as we find it. 
\Ye have to meet our difficulties as we reach 
them. \Vo hope that, as result of the Ottawa 
Conference, romc monetary scheme will be 
initiated in the Empire which will haYe for 
ih object the increase of our prices and an 

·expansion in the purchasing power of our 
people. If that is so, many of our difficulties 
will dissolve into thin air; but until that is 
·done we mqst confine ourselves to schemes to 
•overcome our immediate difficulties. 'fhe 
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Government say they have a panacea for 
those difficulties; and they say that the cure 
for the depression lies in political action 
rather than in the encouragement of private 
rnterprise, or giYing industries facilities for 
c 'cpansion. T>le fear outside is that the 
Government in carrying out their programme 
\vill impose fresh taxation on an already 
overburdened people, and, in consequence of 
that fear, there is no progr<>ss in industry or 
increase in employment. I hope that the 
Treasurer's plans will be successful. I can 
as ure him tl>at there will be no factious 
opposition from thi·' side of the Chamber, 
but that hon. members on this side will not 
oppo"e him for the sake of opposition, but 
will support him in anything he can do i.o 
improy,, the position of our people. 

The TRKI.SURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Mackay) [4.28]: I have listened very 
carefully to the speeches made by various 
me m hers of the Opposition, from the ex­
Premier to the hon. member who has just 
remmed his seat. Listening to those speeches 
it flashed through my mind that one would 
be justified in concluding that those hon. 
members who have spoken who belonged to 
the late Government had never been in any 
responsible position of government, because 
their speeches indicated a lack of knowledge 
of the essential facts of the present day. 
If indeed it was lack of knowledge, it was 
deplorable. If, on the other hand, it was an 
indication that they were callously dis­
regarding the real facts of the position, it 
was not only deplorable but also reprehen­
sible. For we have an Opposition, recently 
a Government, dealing \Yith matters over 
which they had control, and seeking to blame 
this Government for their failure. 

Everyone realises that there are certain 
deflnite problems before this country, and 
that those problems are problems of finance 
and work and wages for those of our citizens 
who now have neither. The responsibility 
for dealing with them rests on the shoulders 
of every member of this Chamber, irrespec­
tive of what side he sits upon. 

Mr. C ODFREY MonGAX : You did not say 
that twclYo rnonths ago. 

The TREASURER: It is little good the 
ex-Secretary for Railways seeking to draw 
me off the track. He may have discovered 
new methods of accountancy whereby he can 
write' off £28,000,000 in the indebtedness of 
the railways and say, "Hey, presto, look 
what I have saved!" 

:\fr. GODFREY l\IOBGAN: I di··C'OVerrd that 
you gave £26.000 to the ~lount Isa Compan.)· 
in order to ·win a f0w Yotes. 

The TREASURER: Nothing of the kind. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I ask the hon. 
member for Illurilla to withdraw the state­
D1tmt. 

I\1r. GODFREY MoBGAX: \Vhat statement? 

The CHAIRMA~: The Premier has taken 
exception to the statement made by the 
hon. member, and I ask him to withdraw it. 

}\Jr. GOTJFHEY 1\IIoRG'.X: \Vhat shtcment? 

The CHAIRM \_]'; : The statement that 
the Premier granted £26,000 to the J1.1ount 
Isa Company. 

Mr. GOllFREY :VloRGAN: That ,.tatement is 
true; but, if yoLl say that I must \vithdraw 
it, then I withdraw it. 

The TREASURER: I should like this 
opportunity to oay that never at any time 
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nave I had any pecuniary interest in the 
Mount Isa Company. 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAK: You gave them 
£26.000, ,md you cannot deny that. 

The TREASURER: If the hon. member 
for J\Iurilla or any other hon. member oppo­
site c:~n show that I was at anv time 
pecuniarily interested in the Mount Isa 
Company, or that I at any tim8 obtained 
any financial advantage from the Mount 
Isa Company, I will immediately not only 
resign the Premiership but also my seat 
in Parliatrtf'nt. That is a fair offer. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAK: \Vhv did you 
rclicre them of the payment of £26,000' No 
one 'uggested that you obtained financial 
a<hantage. 

The TREASURER: I demand a hearing 
in this Chamber, and I will continue to 
speak 'vhcther the ex-Sccretan for Railways 
likes it or not The rebate was given to the 
Mount Isa Company to enable it to continue 
·operations. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAN: It was not a rebate. 
The TREASURER: Thousands of men 

are interested in the operations of tbat 
•company. They are employed directly and 
indirectly. The price of bullion is down to 
£9 per ton-an unpayable price. No Go­
vernment could contemplate with equanimitv 
·the closing down of those works. It would 
-cost the Government thousands of pounds 
·per month in un·2mployment relief if those 
works were closed down. 

;\'lr. GODFREY MORGAN: What about wool' 

The TREASURER: The arrangement be­
tween the Government and the Mount Isa 
Company "vas a just one, having regard 
to all the circumstances. 

Mr. GoDFREY MORGAK: It was so ju't that 
you refused to make it public. · 

The TREASURER: Mr. Hanson, I ask 
that the hon. member for Mut·illa be re­
quested to discontinue deliberately inter­
rupting me while I am making my speech. 
'The ex-Secretary for Railways, like a num­
ber of members of the late Government, 
is evidently a very bad loser. 

lVfr GODFREY ::YloRGAN: No. You are a 
ver:v bad-tC>mpered man. 

The TREASURER : If he wishes to talk 
about railways, then perhaps it would be 
as well to give him a bit about the £146 
incurred in connection with a special train 
that he sent to Gladstone. I can give him 
the details now. 

Mr. CiODFREY MORGAX: That is absolutelv 
untrue. I ask you to have an investigatioit 
into that matter. 

The TREASURER: This letter is to the 
poi11t-·· 

"Dear Sir,-\Vith reference to vour 
in']uiry regarding the running o"f u 
special train from Brisban0 to Gladstone 
on Sunday. 13th December last. I am 
desired to inform you that at tho ruling 
rate> of Ss. llld. per train mile the cost 
would amount to £146 18s. 4d., whilst 
the actual expenditure incurred in run­
ning the train was £48 10s. lld. In 
addition tu the special car and kitchen 
ctr, the special train conveved three 
Pmpty carriages required at 'i'ownsville 
for holiday traffic. These. however. 
could have been lifted by other trains." 

Mr. GoDFREY lVIORGAN: That is an absolute 
lie. and 1 ask you have an investigation into it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Th<> TREASuRl~R: The hon. member for 
Murilla c>tnnot get awac with it in that; 
fashion. There can be no doubt that he used 
a special train, or caused instructions for a 
special train to he sent to Gladstone, the 
ordinat·;• cost of such special train being 
£146. 

J\'lr. \VATEI>S: :\'lr. Hanson, I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for 
Mut·illa in order in saying- that the Pre­
mier's statement is an absolute lie? 

Mr. R. M. KING: He did not say that. Ho 
said that the statement in the letter was an 
absolute lie. 

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think that 
the hon, member for Murilla made the 
remark in the manner indicated by the hon. 
member for Kelvin Grove; but I think that 
the hon. member for ;\'lurilla might with­
draw the statement in the interests of peace 
and decorum in this Chamber. 

:VIr. GoDFREY MORGAX: The statement is an 
absolute lie, and I ask the Treasurer to 
make an in,-cstigation into the matter. 

The TREASURER: I will have an m­
vestigation made. 

Mr. GonFREY MoRGAK: It is an absolute lie. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw the words "absolute 
lie." 

Mr. GODFREY J\10RGAN: I do not say that 
the Treasurer is telling an absolute lie; but 
what he has read is untruthful, and I ask him 
to make an inyestigation into the matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw the statement. 

J\1r. GODFREY MoRGAx: \Vhat statem-·nt? 
The CHAIRMAN: The word "lie." 
:\Ir. GoDFREY YIORGAX: I withdraw the 

word .. lir~" so far as the Treasurer is con­
cerned: but I say that the statement is 
untruthful, and I ask him to have an inves­
tigation into it. 

Th . CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
The TREASURER: When the ex-Secre­

tary for Rail ways starts accusing people of 
certain things, he cannot expect to get a way 
'Vith it. 

::VIr. GODFREY MORGAK : You cannot g·et 
away from your ),'ew Zealand expenses either. 

The TREASURER: So fitr as that is con­
cerned, I am prepared to have all my 
expenses thoroughly scrutinised, the same 
as they have always been; and, if the hon. 
member for Mm·illa likes, we will have 
all the expenses of his Government's Minis­
ters scrutinised also. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! (Op­
poRit.ion interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
The TREASURER: Members of the 

Opposition apparently do not like, when 
they interject, to get the replies they are 
receiving; but, whether they like it or not, 
I intend to make my speech in my own 
way, and to deal with the problems con­
fronting the State in accordance with Go­
vernment policy and explain them from 
time to time. 

MT. GODFREY MORGAN: You are not going 
to make a false statement. 

The TREASURER: Several hon. mem· 
bers opposite have asked for information in 
rcJation to this appropriation. They claim 
that the amount asked for is in excess of 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.] 
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the amount usually asked for at this time 
of the year. 

Mr. SrzER: No. 
The TREASURER: If the Opposition did 

not use those exact words, that was the 
inference to be drawn from their speeches. 
The total amount of appropriation asked 
fm and the amount we require for th0 
pe;iod covered by this Bill, is approxi­
mately £50,000 less than the amount voted 
in the Ap1·opriation Bill which was intro­
duced at this stage during the last fmancial 
year. It is intended under this Bill to 
provide for war ks and services for a further 
period of the fmancial year. Later on when 
the Estimates arc passed a further Appro­
priation Bill will be presented. 

The ex-TreasuTer referred in the course 
of hi,; speech to budget deficits. No doubt 
bY virtue of his experience he is naturally 
i~tcrestcd in the results of budgets, and his 
experience i,, without doubt, a singularly 
unhappy one. I mentioned earlier in the 
day that the Estimates which I found on 
taking office indicated a deficit for this year 
of £2,750,000. I immediately went through 
the figures. That was the actual position 
as we saw it. No Govornment, no matter 
what political party they may belong to, 
and no T'reasurer having any regard to 
sound finance would be doing his duty if he 
budgeted for that amount. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: It was not budgeted 
for. You !mow that what you saw was only 
a rough statement. 

The TREASURER: No matter whether 
a Premiers' Plan was in existence or not, 
that amount of estimated deficit must be 
curtailed and brought within controllable 
dimensions. That is ordinary prudence; 
and the financial administration ought to 
carry out that policy. Of course, in a period 
of rapidly fluctuating price levels and other 
causes estimates may not be realised, but, 
so far as it is humanly possible, and so far 
as a ·Government can control revenuPJ a 
genuine effort will be made by this Govern­
ment to bring down the 0stimated Budget 
deficit. 

In the ftnencial YP;H 1930-31 the Moore 
Government estimated a surplus of £3,268, 
but in fact achieved a de!lcit of £842,044. In 
the following year their estimated deficit 
of £1,871,159 was converted into an actual 
deficit of £2,075,180. Those figures should 
bring to the minds of hon. members oppo­
site the tremendous importance of the public 
finances of the State. They indicate that 
the policy that has been pursued in the 
past has not been successful in accomplishing 
those things that the Moore Government 
claimed for it. Hon. members opposite who 
have devoted themselves to this question 
have dwelt on what they term the Premiers' 
Plan. It would appear that quite a num­
ber of people interpret that plan in various 
ways; but the basis of the plan, so far as 
I understand it, provides for a reduction 
in controllable expenditure and a progressive 
reduction in budget deficits. In that direc­
tion, with one exception, the Jliloorc Govern­
ment did less to accomplish that objective 
than any other Government in Australia. 

Furthermore, many of the actions of the 
late Government were in accord with their 
own policy, and had nothing to do with the 
Premiers' Plan, which was blamed for any 
part of the Moorc Government's policy for 
'' hich an excuse was required. The budget 
deficits indicate very clearly that the cut-
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ting of wages, the dismissal of men, and the· 
exercise of econonn· do not achieve that 
budget equilibrium' that is so desirable; 
nor do they relieve the position of industry 
in any way. The figures for the last three 
vears indicate that the Moore Government 
were on the wrong track, and, in proportion 
to the cuts which they made and to the 
reactionary policy they pursue,d, unemploy­
ment was greatly aggravated, and record 
budget deficits created. 

The hon. member for Gympie and the hon. 
member for ·warwick made the astounding 
statement that, during the period of office 
of the Moore Government, there was no 
increase in the public indebtedness-that 
no new money was borrowed. The position, 
however, is that the following amounts were· 
borrowed in the years shown : £ 

1929-30 1,555,22(} 
1930-31 642.500 
1931-32 501,500 

£2,699,220 
So that during their period of office the 
Moore Government borrowed £2,699,220 of 
new money. (Opposition dissent.) I shall 
give hon. members opposite the sources of 
that new money at the second reading stage 
of the Bill if they desire the information. 
The hon. m'ember for Fassifern made certain 
interesting suggestions in regard to encourag­
ing people to give employment. He urged 
that where men effected improvements and 
thereby crt:ated employmc:nt for men who 
would otherwise be tlnemployed the amount 
expended should be regarded as a deduction 
for income tax purposes. 

}lr. WIENHOLT: And ]and tax. 

The 'I'REASURER: Section 19 of the 
Income Tax Act allows deductions in that 
direction. It allows deductions for the 
er-adication of animal pests, noxious weeds, 
clearing timber, preparation of land for 
cultivation erection of wire netting, etc., so 
that to a 'certain extent the principle that 
the hon. member enunciates is already in 
opc•ration under the Inc~me ';['ax Acts. The 
extent, however, to whiCh rt may be ex­
tended would depend on the amount of 
cm]Cloymcnt afforded and the relief it would 
give to the unemployed. 

I want to tak'" this opportunity again to 
sav that I am not prepared to defend unem­
pl;yment taxation as a sound principle of 
taxation; nor ~.m I prepared to defm;d the 
present system of tlnemployment rchef a& 
being a sound part of the national economy. 
I would not urge that for a moment. T~e 
pc,sition is that we find a system already m 
existence. We fmd also thousands of people 
unemployed and their immediate ne~d.s must 
be satisfied. No one could allow a c1t1zen of 
Queensland or his d_ependants ~o live in 
penury and want or dJe of starvatwn; there­
fore, the elementary needs at least. o~ t_hose 
people must be provided for. But. Jf rt IS to 
be a permanent feature of the hfe of the 
nation then I shall be very fearful for the 
future: At the present time employment is 
only to a limited extent in the hands of a 
Government. The instrumentalities they 
control are considerably less than those con­
trolled b-,- trade and commerce generally. 
The land" and instruments of industry are· 
controlled by private individuals and com­
panies; and, while that remains, th~ c;;?vern­
mcnt cannot undertake the respons1b1hty of 
finding work and wages for all the citizens 
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'Of the State. A Government or a central 
organisation can only undertake that respon­
sibility if there is a change in the economic 
·system and the land and instruments of 
industry are owned collectively and are 
operated for ''nd on behalf of the whole 
people. It is only under those conditions 
that complete roeponsibility can be taken in 
that direction. But, so far as the Govern­
ment can ·with the funds at their disposal and 
with thP opportunities at their disposal, we 
are encouraging en1ployment. VV c arc finan­
cing works that are of value to the State, 
and we are encouraging the local authorities 
and public bodies generally to undertake 
.expenditure which will create an asset. 

1 \Yas asked as to the a !locations from what 
is known as the State ·winter Relief Loan. 
'l'hoy are as follow :-

RURAL DEVELOPMENT. 
Ringbarking, clearing, fencing, and £ 

other prorluctivo work on land, 
including silos 190,000 

Ccmtruction of pioneer road, to give 
access to virgin scrub lands­

Upper Burnett district £6,000 
Mackay district 4,000 
~orth Queensland roads 30,000 

·Cotton production- 40,000 
Scrub falling, clearing, planting, 

cultivation of cotton in the 
Callido, Dawson Valley, and 
Burnett districts 20,000 

Road work to assist settlers m 
dnye]oping their land 24,000 

INDUSTRY, 21/lrNING, AND \VORKS. 
Provision of additional grain storage 

accommodation at fifteen centres 
throughout the wheat bolt where 
such facilities do not at present 
exist 30,000 

1\iining-
For the purpose of assisting m 

the prospecting of minerals 
Loan to !Vlotlnt Morgan Ltd .... 

Ircdustry-
Assistance towards the erection 

and E.stablishment of coke 
ovens at Bowen 

Development-
Road works in sp0 cially selected 

areas to aid development of 
the State and assist in open­
ing up new lands, market-
ing of produce, and transport 
generally 

f'PECIAL RELIEF LOAN, £940,000. 

10,000 
15,000 

25,000 

200,000 

Allocations to 18th August, 1932. 
Reduction in grades, Gyrnpie-Mungar 

Junction ... ... ... ... 
Relaying Balfes Creek-Prairie 
Hervey's Range road .. . ... . . 
Beerburrum tobacco-growing scheme 
Department of Public \Vorks-

(u) External and internal paint­
ing of buildings (preferablv 
·dwellings) ; " 

I b) General repairs to same ; 

11,000 
2,500 
9,000 
7,500 

(c) Extension and improvements 
to existing dwellings. includ-
ing internal improvements ... 100,000 

Lo< a] Authorities­
Loans 
Subsidies 

£73,300 
71,169 

144.469 

£274,469 

Those arc the allocations to date. and 
indicate that the aims and intentions ·of the 
Government are being carried out in expen­
diture on works which are of value to the 
State and at the same time provide normal 
work under reasonable conditions to those 
who arc engaged in the cal'l'ying on of that 
work. 

A further point raised was in regard to 
the balances this Government held at certain 
periods during the present financial year. 
Various figures have been given by speakers 
as to the cash balances in the past, and I 
propose to give the actual figures. On 30th 
June, 1929, the actual net credit balance 
inherited bv the Moore Government was 
£4,902,226. "The balance at the end of June, 
the first month we took office, was £1,600,000, 
but, allm•ing for outstanding liabilitim; at 
that time, the actual balance in hand when 
this Government took office was, in round 
figures, £900,000. 

Hon. IV. H. BARXES: That is not correct. 

Mr. SrZER: 'rell us the way you are going 
to tax. 

The TREASURER: In reference to the 
question of taxation various speakers have 
applied themselves to that matter also; and 
I wish to take the opportunity of saying 
that in reference to the levying of taxation 
I have at all times affirmed the principle 
that taxation sheuld be levied by Parliament. 
Howev.er, in reference to unemployment 
relief taxation, what this Government did 
v;as merely to operate the machinery left by 
the past Government. The Moore Govern­
ment placed deliberately in the statute we 
arc now operating the power to the Governor 
in Council to do ~.ertain things. The means 
were there, and we did those things. 

In reference to general policy, I wish to 
say that, no matter what the Opposition or 
others may say about Government policy as 
• nunciatod by this party at the general elec­
tion, everything that we do is in accord with 
that policy, and in the direction of giving 
effect to the mandate we received from the 
people at the polls. 

This Government: has bren in office only 
a little over three months. During that 
period we have been able to do a great deal 
in the intoreets of the people of this State 
in accordance with the policy enunciated 
by us at the general election. I remind 
our critic" that the programme we placed 
before the people was a three-ye· ws vro­
gramrne; and we will carry out that policy 
in its entirety, and use all the resources at 
our dispooal in order to give effect to it. 
\Vc are not hero to attempt to curry favour 
with rncrnqors of the Opposition. \Ve know 
the0 failed rnisera.bly as a Government. No 
Government failed more tragically than the 
~1oore Government did. No Government 
more ca.llously and cynically betrayed the 
peoplP who trusted thorn than did the Moore 
GoYcrnment, and, as a con~equence, '\\'8 find 
hero to-day those people who are bad losers 
licking their wounds, and hurling every pos­
sible type of in'.Lllt <t'gainst this Govern­
nwnt. 

I repeat that we will cal'!'y out our policy. 
\Ye will be truo to the people who placed 
th<'ir tnbt in us; and our programme as it 
is unfolded at the proper time during the 
se,sion wi!l be in accord with the mandate 
we received from the people of the country. 
I expect that that programme \\'ill not always 
gain the a_pproval or the benediction of hon. 

Hon. lY. Forgan Smith.] 
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members opposite; but the reply to that is 
that we were placed on the Treasury benches 
to ca.rry out a policy different from that 
which was followed by the Moore Govern­
ment; and we will carry out that policy, no 
matter to wha.t extent members on the other 
side of the Chamber and their supporters 
outside who are opposed to us a.ttempt to 
defeat us. 

It is quite t1·ue, as stated by one hon. 
member opposite, that the ta.xation per head 
of population wa.s less last year than in 
former years ; but it is not true-as hon. 
members opposite proceed to argue from 
that fact-tha.t the incidence of taxation was 
less. Nothing is further from the truth. 
Perhaps one of the greatest condemnations 
of the policy of the ;Moore Government is to 
be found in the per capita taxation pa.ya.ble 
in the State. How wa.s the reduction brought 
about 1 Obviously by including 80,000 
people within the ambit of taxa.tion who 
formerly were free. 

Mr. STZER : Are yon going to remove them? 

The TREASURER: Obviously the aver­
age was less. The other a.nd the more 
important reason is to be found in the 
diminished income of the taxpa.yers. As a 
result of the policy of defla.tion there is a 
reduced national income and taxa.tion is less. 
The incidence of taxa.tion ha.s not been 
reduce-d. The fact is that dudng the period 
of the Moore Government they increased 
taxa.tion enormously. Not only did they 
increase the numbers who were taxed, but 
they a.lso increased its incidence. 

I do not propose a.t this juncture to make 
a speech in anticipation of the Budget. Tha.t 
will come in due course, and will conta.in the 
Government's financial proposa.ls for the 
ensuing financia.l yea.r. They will be in 
accord with Government policy, and in 
a.ccord with what we consider to be in the 
best interests of the State of Queensland. 

Question put a.nd passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR:>IAN reported that the Com­

mittee had come to a re,·olution. 
Resolution received, and a.greed to. 

WAYS AND MEAKS. 

CoMMITTEE-VoTE ON AccouNT, £3,000,000. 

(Mr. Hanson, Buranda, in the chair.) 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Mackay): I beg to move-

" (a} That, towards making good the 
Suppl·; granted to His Majesty, on 
rtccount, for the service of the year 
1932-33, a, further sum not exceeding 
£1,600,000 be granted out of the Con­
solidated Revenue Fund of Quceruland 
(exclusive of the moneys sta.nding to the 
credit of the Loa.n Fund Account}. · 

" (b} 'I'ha.t, towa.rds making good the 
Supply granted to His Ma.jesty, on 
account, for the service of the vear 
1932-33, a further sum not exceeding 
£800,000 be gra.nted from the Trust 
and Specia.l Funds. 

" (c) That, towards ma.king good the 
Supply gra.nted to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the year 
1932-33, a further sum not exceeding 

[Hon. W. Forgun Smith. 

£600.000 be granted from the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loa.n Fund 
Account." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Commit­

tee had come to certain resolutions. 
Resolutions received, and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 
FIRST READING. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, was 
introduced, a,nd read a first time. 

SECOND READING. 
The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 

Smith, Jfackay): I beg to move-
" That the Bill be now read a second 

time.'' 
Mr. R. M. KING (Logan): I beg to move 

the adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 
Resumption of debate made an Order of 

the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at 5.8 p.m. 




