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THURSDAY, 18 AUGUST, 1932. 

::Vh. SPEAKER (Hon. G. Pollock, Grc(JOI'!f} 
took the chair at 10.30 a.m. 

F'ORM OF QUES'TIONS. 
MR. SPEAKER'S RULING. 

TVIr. SPEAKER: Before proceeding to tho 
bus-iness of the House, I would draw atten­
tion of hon. members generally to Questions 
Nos. 3 and 4, G,nd I would point out that the 
object of a question is to obiain information, 
not to convoy .iL Moreover

1 
questions~and 

this is for the guidance of all hon. members 
in order to avoid any difficulty-must not 
<mntain inmutations or ironical oxnres~iom. 
'l'he questiOns to ·which I have pafticula.rly 
referred have been allowed. In future I cio 
110t propose to edit the questions of hon. 
members; but, if they do not conform to the 
Standing Orders, they will be returwJd to 
the hon_ members concerned for amendment 
or dteration. I think tha.t is the most satis­
factory procedure to adopt. 

HONOURABLE MEMBF;Rs: Hear, hear! 

QUESTIONS. 
APPLICATIONS J:NDER STATE HoUSING RELIEF 

ACT AND FOR \VOP.XERS' DWELLINGS UNDER 
S'l'AU: ADVA~'CBS ACT. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Loga11) askod the Stc·· 
retary for Public Works--

" 1. Will he supply the follo1-ving 
particula-rs regarding the opBrations of 
tho State Housing Holief Ad, 1930, for 
the fmancial year ending 30th June, 
1932 :~(a;) Number of applicrttions 
lodged; (b) number of 11ppl.icsJions 
approved; (c) number of applications 
not approved; and (d) number of appli­
tions held back .for further considera­
tion? 

"2. Also the following parhcu•ars 
regarding the operation of the State 
Advances Act in relation to Wo-rkers' 
Dwellings fOT the. financial year ending 
30th June, 1932 :~(a) Number of appli­
cations lodged; (IJ) number of applica­
tions approved; (c) number of applica­
tions not approved; (d) number of appli­
cations het cl for further consideration; 
(e) the amount of the vote allocated; 
and (f} the amount expended? " 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruee, Tlte 1'ableland) replied~ 

"1 and 2. The information is being 
obtained.' 

FR:EF, INSTRUCTION TO UNEMPLOYED BoYS 
AND GIRLS, 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan) asked the Sec­
rota-ry for Public Instruction-

" 1. In connection 1vith unemployment, 
how many boys out of employment wore 
given free instruction during the finan­
cial ye,ar 1931-32 -at-(a.) Central Tech­
n!oal College; and (IJ) Country Tech­
mcal Colleges? 

" 2. How many of 
subsequently placed 
employment? 

such boys were 
in positions of 

"3. :How many girls out of employ­
ment were Enrolled for ·fmo housecraft 
training at tho HonsEcraft Institution 
at Brisbane du-ring the financial year 
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1931-32, 
secured 
ing?" 

and how many of such girls 
employment after such train-

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTIO=" (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer) 
replied-

" 1 to 3. The information 1s being 
obtained." 

ALLOCA'riON OF FuNDs BY PREMIERS' CoN­
FERENCE TO QUEENi'LAND. 

Mr. DEACO=" (Cunningham), for Mr. 
SIZER (Sandgate), asked the Treasurer-

"1. Has he seen the statement that 
the Premier of Queensland was the out­
standing figure at the June Premie-rs' 
Conference? If the statement be cor­
rect, will he inform the House why 
Queensland secured only £940,000 out 
of an allocation of £7,000,000, whm his 
prcdccc3Sor at the April Conference 
secured £620,000 out of an allocation of 
£3,0000,000? 

"2. Taking the April basis of allocu.­
tion, should not Queensland have 
received at least £1,400,000 instead of 
£940,000? 

" 3. What were the special reasons 
which account for the short allocation 
to this State? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith. Jl ad-ay) replied-

" 1 and 2. The hon. member attempts 
to be satirical, but merely succeeds in 
being ridiculous. His figures are wrong 
regarding the April conference by 
£600,000, and his questions regarding 
other figure•· arc based on equally false 
prc1nis~·s. I am not a·warc of the basi.3 
adopted in April, but no doubt the elec­
tions then pcndinrr were not without their 
influence. o 

"3. The allocation to the various 
Stn.tcs '''fL3 arriYed at by rnutual agree-­
ment, and is quite satisfactory to all 
Govcrnrnents. rrhere was no short allo­
cation to Queensland." 

REDl.:CT!O);S IN EXPEND!Tl.:RE U);DER 
PRnnERS' PLAN. 

Mr. DEACO=" (Cunningham), for }Jr. 
SIZER (Sandgate), asked the Premicr-

" 1. Now that the Premier,o' Plan. 
whic-h provided for a 20 per cont. rcdnc~ 
tion in Governmental expenditure has 
been r" viewed and approved of by the 
present Government, are the reductions 
made unde·r the plan still in opera­
tion? 

"2. "'hat steps ha' e been or are pro­
posed to be taken to restore the reduc­
tions Inadc under the original plan, which 
he has so ' successfully ' re\ icwcd? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forrran Smith 
ftiackay) replied-

0 
' 

" 1. This question seeks to give infor­
matwn rather than to olicit it. 

" 2. The Government's intentions will 
be stated in the Budget." 

RML wAY FREIGHT CoNcE~SIONs TO Mou~.;r 
ISA COMPANY. 

Mr. R. M. KING (Logan), fbr ::\Ir. 
MORGA2\J (Murilla), asked the Premier-

" 1. \Vhat concessions have l.ieen 
granted to the Mount Isa Company by 
the present Government? 

1932-c 

"2. If reduced railway charges, what 
arc the reductions? 

" 3. Has the present Gove-rnment 
agreed to forgo ("·holly or partly) 
c,rnounts due by this company under the 
guarantee clauses of its agreement with 
the Government? If so, what amount 
of relief under this heading? " 

The PRE:MIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jfuekay) replied-

" 1 and 2. In view of the low value of 
metals produced at Mount lsa and the 
national necessity of keeping men in 
employment, the Government has agreed 
to a rebate in rail freights to the Mount 
Isa :i\Iines, the amounts involved to be 
recouped to the Railway Department on 
the rcstmation of more normal price 
levels. 

"3. The Government has agreed to 
forg·o the guarantee by the company of 
its iiability for loss incurred in the 
Mount Isa Branch R.oilway for the last 
financial year." 

CoxsTRUCTION oF Kn.xs AXD BAnxs ON 
ToBAcco FAR)h FRO)! l:xniPLOY3IENr 
RELIEF LOAN. 

::\h. KEN="Y (Cook) asked the Premier-
" Seeing that £100.000 has been allo­

cated out of the Unemployment Relief 
Low for building purposes. ·will he 
have provision made under this scheme­
for the construction of kilns and barns 
on tobacco farms, such \York b,~ing of a 
ti·nly re1n·ucluctive nature? " 

The PRE}HER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jiacl;ay) replied-

" The GoYernment will omure that 
e_clequate fmance will be available, 
through the Agricultural Bank, for the 
pro 1·ision of facilities for the cc!l1struc­
tion of kilns and bs.rns on tobacco farrns, 
and also for other purposes o£ agricul­
tural development." 

:\'oX-PARTTCIPATIO', OF QUEEXSLAXD IN 
£6,000,000 LoAN FOR PuBLIC WoRKS 
FROM Co~nWNWEALTH BAXK. 

i\Ir. KENNY (Cook) asked the Treasurer-
" -why did Queensland receive no 

share of the £6,000.000 made available 
by the Commonwealth Bank for public 
works at the last meeting· of the Loan 
Council?" 

Tho TREASURER (Hon. \Y. Forgan 
Smith, Jiackay) ·replied-

" This question displays a deplorable 
lack of knuwledge of the State finances. 
Queensland secured suitable and satis­
factorv accommodation to meet- her 
rE'quir"ements.'' 

}UIOJ.:XT ALLOCATED TO QUEENSL-iXD BY LOAll 
COUNCIL. 

1\Ir. KENNY (Cook) asked the Trea­
surer-

" 1. \Vhat was the total amount allo­
cated to Queensland out of the amounts 
made available by the Commonwealth 
Dank at the last meeting of the Loan 
Council-(a) to cover deficits; (li) for 
unemployment relief and other pur­
pose""? 

"2. Does this sum include the £620,000 
for wiHter unemployment relief obtained 
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by thP late Government at the April 
Loan Council meeting or is it in addi­
tion to that amount? 

"3. \Yhat arP the allocations of the 
£620,000 loan and what are the condi­
tions attached to its expenditure? 

"4. \Yhat arc the allocations to date 
out of the £[l+O,OOO loan and what are 
the conditions attached to its cxpcndi~ 
tu re? 

'· 5. \Yhat approval of allocations out 
of the loan" mentioned is required? " 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
·Smith, J.Iacl·'.ly) •replied-

" 1. (a) £1,485,000; (b) £940,000. 
"2. No. 
'' 3 and 4. This information will be 

obtained. 
"5. The approval of the State Em­

ployment Council and of the Common­
wealth r-.nd State Governments is re­
quired for allocation of the loan of 
£620,000. Expenditure on account of 
the loan of £940,000 is mbject to the 
approval of the State Government." 

.SuGGESTED ExnrPTION FROM RoAD REGISTRA· 
TION FEES OF CERTAIN MoroR TnuoKs IN 
\YEST C'.IORETON. 

Mr. MAHER (Roscwood) asked the 
~Iin1ster for Transport-

" As many farmers arc not able to 
pay road re,; istration fees on ton trucks 
and half-ton utility trucks, and have 
not been using these vehicles on the 
roach for some time, will he ag-ree to 
the use of theoc vehicles free of rc6·istra­
tion fee·· under speci>d license for the 
conveyance of fodder for starving dairy 
r,attlo and cartago of water owing to 
drought conditions now ruling in the 
\V est 11oreton area? " 

The JI.IL'\ISTER FOR TRA::\SPORT 
,(lion . .J. Dasb, Jiunrlinr;burra) replied-

" In every case of proved hardship 
the Commissioner of :iYiain Roads, who 
controls the registration of motor 
vehicles, \\ill, upon application to him, 
either allow tlw owner extended time to 
pay or permit him to pay the fees by 
instalments-each case is treated on its 
IIlerits. rro allO\V the USe of unregistered 
motor vehidcs would lead to serious 
abuses." 

IxcRE.\cE Dr JI.I.\GISTRncs CouRT FEES. 

Mr, ~T:VIMO (O.rlc·y) asked the Attorney­
General-

'' 1. Is it corl'cct, as stated in the 
press, thq,t there is a large increase in 
the 2\I:tgiotrates Court fees? 

"2. If so, what is the necessity for 
this additional tax? " 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL (Hon. .J. 
_\Vlullan, ua,·pentaria) replied-

" 1 and 2. Under a Rule of Court cer­
tain of the Magistrates Court fees have 
bec•n increased as from 1st September. 
1932. The nccessitv for the increased 
fees was recognised· by my predecessor 
(:.Ir. i\Iacgroarty), who approved on 1st 
February last a recornmend8tion frorn 
th0 Publi~ Scn-ice Cornrnissioner that 
consideration be given to an amended 
'Oalc of fees to operate from 1st July, 

1932. I ea used this scale to be modified, 
as the increases approved of by the late 
Attorney-General were too drastic in 
instances \vhere a considerable increase 
"·ould not be warranted." 

PAPER. 
The following papers were laid on the 

table:-
Regulations under "The Liquor Acts, 

1912-1926 "-
" rrhe Sanitary Conveniences Rcgulaw 

tions for Licensed Victu.:tlcrs' 
Premises, 1931," dated the lOth 
December, 1931. 

"The Sanitation Regulations for 
Licensed 'llictuallcrs' Premises of 
1931,'' dated the lOth December, 
1931. 

INTERRUPTION OF MEMBER 
ADDRESSING THE HOUSE. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER: Before proceeding to 
call the Order of the Day, I should lib- to 
mention that during this debate a nurnbcr 
of hon. members will make thei·r parlis.men­
tary debut, and the custom has always br·.n 
to extend a great deal of chivalry to them. 
I Lo;w that that custom in its opplicat.on 
to both side' of the House will not be 
departed from. If an hon. member feels 
prompted to make an interjection, then I 
sincerely hope he will do so ithout unduly 
interrupting the hon. member who is speak­
ing. I hold the vic1. that interjections pro­
perlv made constitute the salt of a debate, 
but I shall not permit any interruption that 
has not the consent of the hon. member who 
rs addressing the House .. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF DEB'.TE-FIBST ALLO'!TED DAY. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Il.uril1m) [10.40]: l 
desire, Sir, at the outset, to add my quota to 
the congratulations on your election. to dtc 
position of 8pcak01~; and n1y main wu-h 
to-day for you is that at an earl) date you 
v. :ll be n•storcd to robust health. 

In speaking tc> the motiou so ably p:o­
poscd by the hon. racrnber for Kelvin C1o '\ 
I d'·sirc to congratulnte the people of 
Queensland on their wisdom in returning a 
Labour Govcrmnent to power in this State. 
The pessin1i:stic Premiers' Plan which '' cl.S 

in operation during the regin1e of the late 
GoYcnnnent was a plan responsiLle for 
despair ,q,nd panic amongst ihe Ans~raliu.n 
people. The people of a nation in time of 
~tr0ss are likely to resort to vjolence, parw 
ticularlv if thev can see no other hop., of 
nationa'l reL·JYCry or of alleviating their 
own distrc.o.s. The present Pr0micr r 'al­
i,,ed that on the occasion of h rs visit 
to the flrst PremiPrs' ConfereEcc. I\ here h~ 
was aLlc, despite the ovcn:vhclrnillg odd.;; 
aga.in.31. hirn, to conYinc<: tbe Pre1nier:; of 
oFher States that the policy cf r0duction 
attempted by tbo Premiers' Plan '"a-' not 
in the be't interests of Australia. He very 
ably pointed out just where the; policy of 
reduction was taking the nation to. 

Let us take one aspect of the matter, and 
that i., the n·duction of wages. \Vhen n 
reduction in wages bkes place, the house· 
wife or mother in the hmno in1mcduttely 
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sets about curtailing her expenditure. She 
does so by purchasing a cheaper line of 
article that is included in the necessaries 
of life. Very shortly afterwards, when 
traders and manufacturers are called upon 
to malw their returns to the static,tical autho­
rities, it is shown that the expenditure on 
certain homehold lines has diminished. 
That is then used as an argument for a 
further reduction in wa,ges. And -.o the 
proceso goes on. The paid hirelings of the' 
moneyed class make their applications to 
the courts for a reduction jn VYages; and 
it invariably follows on the statistical returns 
that wages are further reduced. The pro­
cess has a epiral effect, which ultimate!:· 
gets down to bedrock. The Premier saw 
that this v.onld mean disaster to the na-tion. 
Hon. meml,ero opposite sneered :md jeered 
the other day when reference was made to 
the attitude of the Premier at the Premiers' 
Conferenc'; but I venture the opinion that 
at some future time some historian worthy 
of the name who is so far removed from 
the prejudices of to-day that he will he 
able . to vi~w matters i~ their true per­
spcctlvo, w1ll pay the tnbute that is due 
to the very fine leadership. the far-sighted­
ness and ability that the Premier brought 
to bear at the recent Premiers' Conference, 
and tha+ those hon. members who indu]crcd 
in their sn_eers and jeer~ will be relegaterf to 
that pos1tlon of obscunty from which the-,· 
emerged by accident and cruel promises in 
1929. 

In 1929 there were approximately ll,OCO 
unemployed m Queen,Jand. It might be 
contended that these figures are quoted from 
the san1e authority which \Vas used to return 
the 33,000 unemployed by the late Govern­
ment pnor to the• elections. ThP 7.6 per 
cent. had increased to 18.2 per cont. 

:\1r. CLAYTON: \Vhen the hon. member for 
Ipnvich was Secretary for Labour, he shrnvcrl 
that there were over 40,000 unemployed. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: If the late Go,-ern­
ment had included the number of people in 
Dumvioh and other institutions, and also 
other people affectcrl, the number would 
have been approximately 100,000. In addition 
to the 33,000 stated on the returns there were 
13,000 men on unemployment r~licf work· 
and even Profos"o;· _Giblin, the Acting Com'­
monwealth Statistician, 'tated definitelY in 
hi& report that, although uncmplovmont' was 
less in OuGenJand than in any other State 
of the Comrr,omvcaHh, there was a o-rcater 
increase for the la ~t year-a most al~nnin9' 
increase-in comparison with the other State~ 
?f the Commonwealth. I am contending that 
1~ wa .• the policy put into operation bv tho 
Opposition when they were the Goverri'mont 
of the day that was re·-.ponsible for that 
alarming increase, despite anything that hon. 
mcn1_b~rs opposite may say regarding tho 
admn11strabon of the Governments in the 
other States. 

J\lr. lllAHER: New South Wales, l!nder a 
Labour GO\·ernmont, showe-d 38 per cent. 
unemployed. 

Mr. P. K. C9PLEY: Even that percentage 
was not as high as the percenbge in this 
State under the- J\Ioore Government. 

'iVhen the Labour Government were 
defeated at the polb in 1929, thev left the 
late Government with a very dcc-;,nt work­
ing margin so fn r as the Trcasurv was con~ 
cc-rned. Over £5,000,000 was !O'ft to the 
J\Ioore Government; but, after certain adjust-

mcnts wore made, the net cash balances at 
the Treasury amounted to £4,902,226. To-day 
we find that that money has all been dis­
sipated. Why, in the last three years the Go­
cernment of tbe day piled up deficits to such 
an alarming extent that the accumulated 
deficits for the three years almost exceeded 
the deficits of all other Govnnmcnts since 
separation. The deficit for the last financial 
year of £2,075,180 has left us with a very 
difficult task ahead. But we am not going 
to shirk that task. 'lYe >'hall face it man­
fully, and shall btckle all the problems con­
fronting the State in order that we may 
alleviate distress and put men back to 1\'orlc 
After all, unemplovment is the vital problem, 
and Govcrnn11:-nt :\ are goi~rg to stand or fall 
on their meth·)ds of dealing with the un<'m­
p]oyment prohlrm to-day. 

Let me deal at this slage with the appren­
ticeship question, upon which we have taken 
a definite stand. The Minister for Trans­
port has already hel-d examinations for 
apprenticeships for the RailVI-1Y Department. 
That is tangible evidence that the quc-tion 
of " Giving the boy a chance " is now 
receiving consideration. The prom-iRes of 
£2,000,000 for 10.000 jobs and "Give the boy 
a chance " v, ;re non:-r intended to be 
ho<wured by hon. members opposite wben 
the'' were the Government of the day. 
Dt~pitc the :-neers which hon. mcrnbcrs oppo­
site indulge in concerning the pn '":nt 
Government. the fact remains that, when 
tlw :VIoore Gonl'nment assumed the reins of 
office, they ea red little for the people out­
side. The position is different to-day. Hon. 
members opposite may smile at the confi­
de-ne• trick "-h-ich thev played upon the 
prep le of Queen" land. 

::\1r. NBDIO: J\1r. Speaker, I rise to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member for­
Kurilpa in ordm- in ; :ying that the late 
Go,·emment played a confidence trick upon 
the people of Quecnslanrl? 

:\lr. SPEAKER: Order! The expression 
m~tv not be -dc·,irable. but I do not think 
the. hon. member was· ref.'rring to anv indi­
vidual hon. memher. I take it that the hon. 
mernber is reforrinp; to a Governrnent or a 
party. Some little latiil!dc must be allowed 
in debate. 

::\lr. P. K. COPLEY: If the hon. member 
for Oxley objects to uy remarks, I shall 
alter them to read that the J\Ioorc Govern­
ment played a political confidence trick upon 
th-e people of Queensland. That may be 
more --atisfaci:aey and acceptable to the hon. 
llwmber. At any rate, there is no doubt as 
to the trnth of my remarks. 

To give an idea of the methods adopted 
by the late Government during the Mary­
borough by-election in 1929, I would point 
ont that in Ma'' or ,June of 1929 applica­
tions were called for boys desiring to learn 
skilled trades in the Railway Department. 
In response to that application 569 boys 
presented themselves for examination. Of 
that number 199 were successful; but in 
November of that year not one boy had been 
notified as to whether he had passed or 
failed in that examination. That que,tion 
was raised during the by-election in 
Man·borough in NovembPr, 1929, on a 
Monday night, and on the following Friday 
the late Minister for Transport informed 
the lads that they had passed their exami­
nations and would be immediately appointed 

Mr. P. J[. Copley.] 
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to their positions. The promioes made to 
those lads 1s b oical of the action of the 
late Government· in dealing with the people 
of Queensland on the question of employ­
mciJt. On the eve of the last election the 
·Chamber of :\Ianufacturcrs was so concerned 
about retaining the late Government in 
power that they circularised . the manufac­
turers; and one of the ma1n clauses 1n 
t;heir circular was a statement to the effect 
that, if the late Government were defeated, 
a Labour Government would ctlter the law 
as it had be•·n amended in its relation to 
apprentices. They complain that the very 
important junior journeyman's clause would 
be taken out of the Act. There is no doubt 
that a section which allows a man after 
serving his apprenticeship to be compelled 
to work for a period of eighteen months at 
junior wages, and not the wages to which 
he is entitled by his ability and experience, 
is a scctndalous one; and there can be no 
question that these apprentices need the 
protection of the Government. The late 
Government did not care a button for the 
workers of this State. That is apparent in 
cvery piece of legislation that they put on 
the statute-book. That is shown in e\·cn· 
piece of legislation dealing with the pligh.t 
-of the individual from birth even unto 
death. In all their legisla.tion there were 
amendments made vitally affecting the 
workers of Queensland in every shape and 
form. 

First of all, we have the amendment made 
in regard to the scholarship question. That 
was a sca.ndalous piece of legislation. All 
sectional or class legislation is bad; and, if 
there >~as a necessitv to curtail the number 
-of scholarships, provision should have been 
made to allow every individual to select the 
school where he could take out his particular 
schola.rship. 

Mr. R. M. Kr;;G: They still have the right 
to a secondary education. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: That is quite all 
rig·ht. I am saying that every section of the 
community is entitled to their point of view, 
and they must not be prejudiced by any class 
legislation or anv sectional legislation. Hon. 
members know \Vhat the policy of the Labour 
Pa.rty is on that question; and I stand four 
square on that policy. The Labour Party 
will not be a party to anything like what 
was done on the last occasion. It may have 
been necessary to curtail these scholarships; 
but those gaining scholarships should havo 
been allowed to take them out when and 
where their parents desired. 

Then the Apprentices Act was emasculated. 
There is no question about that. Under the 
Indu,trial ,\rbitr.aticn Act the full-gTown 
adult-the father who had to work si.dc by 
-side with the child-was also penalised. 
Amendments were made to those Acts, 
which very definitely put the workers of 
·Queensland in an invidious position. Then 
we found there were reductions by way of 
grants to the aged-take the Dunwich grant, 
for instance. So far as charitable institutions 
were concerned, hospital grants were reduced. 
It may be said that the cost of living has 
been reduced. In many instances that is 
quite right; but you cannot justify a reduc­
tion in the grant to institutions like the Dalby 
Sanatorium and the Diamantina Hospital, 
because there was a, larger number of 
patients in those institutions in the last few 
years than ever before. Although the cost 
-of keeping those patients may have been 

[Mr. P. K. Copley. 

reduced, there is no question that, because 
of the number of patients having b<'\'n 
increased it did riot warrant the reductlo!\S 
made by' the late Government. \Ve ha,v.e 
only been a Government a few months, but 
in that time we have done more for the 
workers of Queensland than the previous 
Government did in the three years they 
were in ofiicf' I want to say that it is a 
very easy thing to tear down, hut much 
harder to build up. I feel that the people 
oi Qucen~,land are 1.vaiting to give the 
Labour Administration the opportunity to 
build up on a more solid foundation the 
edifice which the late Government destroyed 
during their term of office. 

I \vould like to congr~Jtulatc the prc\,cnt 
c;ovenmwnt on making a sum of £150.000 
available for a builidng revival scheme. 
There is 110 doubt the building trade has 
manv ra1uilications. I~r1anv allied industries 
are odcpendent on it; and, if a revival of 
building can be secured in 'this Stat;_',. it 
y;ill go a lou.c: way towards the ~olutwn 
of th0 unemployment problem. It is de­
lightful to sec £100,000 being set aside for 
the repairing, painting, and impr?verncnt 
of buiJclings. i\1any ~ovorkers dnnng the 
l>"riod of the recL,·1t .A.dn1inistr<.1tion were 
not able to do the necessary repairs to their 
homes because 0f reduced wages and the 
cost of living not having been reduced to 
the same <xtent. They will now be able 
to anti! themselves of this scheme, which 
proridcs for a maximum advance of £.300, 
and be aL!c to eficd necessary repairs to 
their hornes. The average \vorkman takes 
a prid c in his home, and is prepared to 
plan and sa\'e for the sake of the family 
and the chiloren ',Yho are coming along. 
It i ,, a Ycry fine thing that the Labour 
Govern:nen b are 11rcpared to assist the man 
who has an int,>rcst in his home. 

The late Government decided that they 
were going to make the workers' dweliir.gs 
scheme a \YOndcrful scheme, and they said, 
" \Ve will increase the c·alary amount up 
to ·which 1nrn mny rnake applicationg for 
workers' dwellings from £400 to £800." 
\Vhrtt 1vas the n~~ult. .J:lan:," per,,on~ who 
other1-viso 1vere well able to erect hon1cs 
for themselves got the benefit of the 
workers' dwellings scheme, "\Yhile man:v 
workers who otherwise would have got a 
l1omc were denrivod of the advantage oi 
tlw schc1ne. The Government :-hould go 
int<J that question, and I am certain 1r":.v 
wiil sec that those who are reallv dcsnrving 
vf th<· aoois:.ance of the State \vill get ~l1e 
bc•nclit of the scheme. 

I do not want to go into the merits o1· 
demerits of the recent Mungana case; out 
tht'rc was a piece of legislation introduced 
into this Chamber in connection with civil 
trials which I think sullied the statute-book 
of Queensland; that was the legislation 
which was calculated to make unlawful acts 
that We're clone lawfully. I know that it is 
"tated-and it ha<, been mentioned in Go­
vernor',, Speecbe3 on other OCL'asions-that 
thero would be a validating Bill intro­
duced. That is quite right and in true 
accord with the principles of Briti,h juris­
prudence and justice the world oYer. There 
have been many occasions in history of a 
Government ha,:ing to pass a Bill to vali­
d"te an act of State-something required 
by a national emergency and not covered 
Lv law at the time, and which it was essen­
tial ,ohould be done in the interests of ill<> 
people. 
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Such acts were unlawful at the time, 
inasn1uch there \Vas no legislation to CO\ or 
them, and the Government brought in legis­
lation to v~tliddo 01' to covi;r acts to which 
no existing la\v related. But in the legisla­
tion incidental to the ).lungana busincc.;;;:; we 
fiml that an act perfectly lawful at the 
timo it \Yas done wa~ rnade unlavdul by a 
subser1uent Act of Parliament. A vindictive 
ancl nL1licions (_joycnlnlent at a later elate 
mav emne along nnd dcclarf~ that it \vas 
a cl:i1niruJ offrnro for you, 1Ir. Speaker, to 
tak~ tlw office of SpPRker, and make I~ 
punishable by fine and imprisonment for 
acting as such to-day, The thing is 
ridiculous and absurd. So far as that 
legislation was concerned, I think the 
I,oaclcr of the Oppositwn must re disc what 
I >ay_ He mack a confession in this House 
that, lw W uS a 1mrtisan and a party to a 
-eri1nin<d act or an act \vhich \Vas llUnishablo 
under j he Criminal Cod" at that time. I 
think hrm. members opposib will realiso 
that any perron \Vho counseh the comniis­
sion of an offencr- or who is an accessory 
either before or after the commission of 
an offpnce is equally guilty and punishable 
with the principal offender. 

l\1r. R. 1\I. KUG: :Hr. Sp<<>kcr, I rise 
to R point o£ order. I would like to know 
'vheihcr the hon. member for Kurilpa 
alle'{es that the Lr-~der of the Oppoiition 
admitlt'd that he wac a party to a criminal 
offence. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: The Leader of the 
Opp,bition has quite definitely expr0ssod the 
Dpinion in this House that he had been a 
port)• to a man named Stone taking· papers 
frmn a. certain cfflce. 

1\Jr. R . .:\L KrxG: Ho was not a party to 
an offence. 

ML P. K. COPLEY: The hou. member 
should refer to " Hansard" of the time, and 
ho will see that I am right. 

:\It-. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member 
for Kurilpa had better not proceed on those 
lines. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: Very good. :VIr. 
Speoker. I "-ould like to say-whatever the 
actual rJOsition was rnatters not to me, and 
I am not making any -definite statements 
at all on the matter; but at that time 
certain persons used the privilege of this 
House to make certain statements. (Oppo­
sition interjections.) If this Government 
were a vindictive Government, following 
the precedent laid down by the Gov,'rn­
ment of those hon. members, we could refuse 
.the extension of tbat privilege of Parlia­
meJ,t, and declare that a certain speech in 
this House was illegal and a breach of privi­
lege, and make i!, punishable by the ordinary 
law. 

l\Ir. DE'-C0:-1: You arc abusing the privi­
lege::; of the House now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Or-der! 

::\Ir. P. K. COPLEY: Amongst the legis­
lation passed at that time was an amend­
ment of tho .Jury Act which made it again 
possible to have a special jury appointed-a 
special jury of business men. That is to 
say, the law was amended to make panels 
of businecs lTit'n available for trials of t.his 
kind. I hope that this Government will 
realise that this is not in the interests of 
justice. I feel that in cases where, for 
cxan1ple, a worker or some other person 
takes action against a busineFs n1an, a busi-

noss man on the jury might unconsciou~ly 
b1l prejudic-ed. 

l\h. R :.VL KJ:-~G: You cannot say that 
any member cf the Opposition tinkered with 
the jury. 

l\Ir. P. K. COPLEY: I am not saying 
anything of the kind, and I will not be a 
partv to allowing the hon. memb,'r to get 
away with an insinuation of that kmd. He 
cannot '~Y tbat this Govcrnrncu ever 
tiL!wred with a jury. 

:\Jr. R. l\1. KmG: \Vhy take the oppor-
tunity to suggt?st that wo did? 

Mr. P. K. COl'LEY: I am not. 
:\Ir. R. J\I. KL:G: That is the infcren;;u. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: No; there is no 
need for that. Hon. members opposite can­
not gainsay the fact that the law was 
amende-d at the time to make a JUry of busi­
ness men available to deal with that trial. 
It was ono of the flrst tri,ds conducted under 
the amending Act. 

Tho Pnnm:;t: They did everything leg:is­
latively they could in order to accomplish 
their purpose. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY' I hope that this 
Government ''"ill restore the old system of 
jurio3. As I was P?inting out whon I .'vas 
iHh rruptE'd, a business . n1an . on a JUry 
might be uncon,ciously bwsed m favour of 
a buBiness man who was a party to the 
action he was trying; but, if the jury 
panel consists of business men as well . us 
rr_en drawn from other avenues of !Jfe, 
cc.unscl for <>ach client has the right to 
challenge and protect the right of his client; 
and it is such a jury that I am ~onvmcod 
will give the gl"oatcst ~mount of J';'Stice to 
litigants. I am connnced that lllJUStlCe 
was done on that occasion, and I hope that 
it will not be done from now on. 

Mr. M.uiER: What is wrong with a special 
jury? 

:VIr. P. K. COPLEY: I have told you. 

Mr. MAIIER: \Vhat is your objection? 

:\1r. P. K. COPLEY: I have stated my 
objection) and I an1 not going. to waste 
tirne going over the ground again. 

As an ex-pul]lic servant, I very much 
regret tha.t the Government. have not be-:n 
able to grant the automatiC mcr~ase~ In 
salaries to the public servants. The mabillty 
of the Government to grant these increa~es 
can be definitely traced to the financial 
mora',s for which the late Government were 
re ,ponsible. Hon. members_ opposite can 
sneer and jeer as they w10h; but they 
know full well that a fmther 10 per cent. 
reduction was to ha.-e been foisted upon the 
public servants. If one cares to read the 
speeches delivered by the Leader of the 
Opposition and by the late Secretary for 
Labour and Industrv relating to the altera­
tion from the weekly rate to the hourly rate, 
one is convinced that not only public ser· 
vants but also outside employees wer~ marked 
down for wage reduction. There will bo no· 
wage reductions so far as I am concerned 
during my term of office as a member of 
this Government. 

Mr. l\1AIIER : You will have to watch your 
step. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I invite the_ hon. 
member to watch m:v step. There will bo 
no side-stepping so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. P. J[. Copley.] 
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I want to thank the late Government for 
doing a good turn to some of the publio 
servants, who \vere sufficiently courageous 
at the time to tell the Government just what 
they thought of their actions. 

Mr. R. M. KING: \Ve deny your asser­
tions. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: If I had been guilty 
of the double-cross statement made bv the 
hon. member, I would be ashamed to" pub­
lish it to the State of Queensland. 

Mr. R. M. KING: What statement? 
Mr. P. K. COPLEY: It is gratifying to 

know that the Government intend to intro­
duce a now arbitration law for this State. 
There is no doubt that the Act at present 
in opcr.ation "-a . .i placed upon the statute­
book so that the court might function in a 
certain way. That view was held by the late 
Attornec•-General, and he gave utterance to 
his feelings at Kelvin Grove. He pointed 
out very definitely that the Act was passed 
by the previous Government so that the 
court, in the exercise of its functions, should 
take into consideration the economic effect 
of any award with respect to any industry. 

Mr. SIZER: Is that not sound? 

?1Ir. 1'. K. COPLEY: It is not sound 
when considered in the light of a statement 
made by the hon. member at a conference 
in Melbourne. In the light of that state· 
ment one can only conclude that the present 
court "as set up for political purposes, and 
not in the interests of the economic sound­
ness of the State. I sincerely hope that the 
new arbitration law will provide for a 
44-hour -,,·cek so that the workers may receivo 
back a little of those things to which they 
are entitled. 

The Government intend to set up a 
Buroau of Industry comprised of representa. 
tives from agriculture, commerce, the indus­
trial unions, and other sections. That bureau 
will deal with matters for the benefit of 
the State, and will operate in quite a dif­
ferent way· from the board appointed on the 
eve of the elections merely as a gesture to 
the public. Really, that board never func­
tioned, and I do not think it was intended 
to function. 

Mr. SJZER: What board? 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: The board to assist 
the hon. member in his position. 

Mr. SIZER : It did function; and it func­
tioned effectively. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: If it is any news 
to the hon. member, then I should like to 
inform him that the board has not func­
tioned under the La bou1· Administration, 
and will not function again. 

Those who were responsible for the recent 
'redistribution of seats have f•arned the 
undying thanks of hon. members opposite. 
A study of the election returns will show 
that the Opposition won ten electoral seats 
with an aggregate majority of about 3.000 
votes over the defeated ca-ndidates. When 
we view the figures in connection with 
ten electoral seats narrowly won b:,- the Oppo­
sition, we realise what a delightful redistri­
bution had been made in the interests of 
their party. We further appreciate how 
cleverlv the whole thing was prepared. I 
have the figures with me, and they can be 
supplied if hon. members opposite care to 
have them for the purpose of analysing 

[.Mr. P. K. Copley. 

them, when they will realise the trqth of 
my statement. 

Mr. MAHER: Are you going to alter them? 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: The least said about 
them the better. 

Mr. MAHER: Are you going back to 
seventy-two members? 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am not making 
any comment about that. I want to compli­
ment some of the lucky hon. members oppo­
site on being in the fortunate position of 
being amongst the ten lucky members I 
have just mentioned. 

Mr. MAHER: You might not be so lucky 
next time. 

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: Some hon. members 
opposite have good reason to consider them­
selves lucky. 

I hope that the amendment which is to be 
brought down to the Transport Dill will pro­
vide for some definite alterations in the 
present method of administering our b-ans­
port system. 

I desire to compliment the Government 
on its intentions to bring down a Gas Act 
Amendment Bill and an Electric Light and 
Power Act Amendment Dill. Notwithstand­
ing reductions in salaries and wages and 
supplies of all description, the charges for 
gas and electric light have remained the 
same; and it is high time that some govern­
mental action was taken in this regard. 

I also desire to congratulate the Secretary 
for Public Lands on his administration. 
When the late Government were in power, 
many opportunities presented themselves of 
dealing with land problems, especially the 
settlement of new lands; but nothing was 
done. I do not think that anything was 
ever intended to be done in this direction; 
but the people will find that the present 
Administration will faithfully honour their 
promisee in this connection, and that the 
present Secretary for Public Lands will prove 
to be a sympathetic administrator-a man 
who knows his position and will deal with 
tho public estate in the best interests of the 
people. 

It is also pleJ.sing to observe that we are 
to have an amendment to the present 
Hospitals Act. I want very briefly to refer 
to statements made by hon. members opposite 
while sitting in opposition prior to their 
advent to office. The previous Labour Go­
vernment inaugurated the " Golden Casket " 
with a view to applying its proceeds to the 
benefit of the sick and needy in our hospitals 
and charitable institutions. Hon. members 
opposite thought it wac scandalous to apply 
the proceeds of a lottery to such a good 
cause; but, when they took over the reins 
of office, they, in spite of their previous con­
demnation of the principle, reduced the 
grants that had been made to the various 
hospitals, and actually diverted some of 
this money to the consolidated revenue. 
That administrative act will remain in the 
memories of the people ac a disgraceful one, 
ctnd one which will be a brand on the former 
Administration for all time. 

The late Government did not function 
as it should have done so far as demanding 
equality of sacrifice from all sections of the 
community. In timrs of national stress, 
when it is necessarv for the people of a 
nation or State to 'make some sacrifice, it 
is the dutv of the Government of the day 
to see that this sacrifice is spread over 
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everv section of the community. \V hen tho 
late· Government were demanding sacrifices 
of the wage-earning classes, they remitted 
land taxation, mainly paid by the wealth>: 
squatters of the \V est, to the extent ot 
£140.000. It must have added a few years 
to the lives of 'ome hen. members oppo:cite 
when the) were compelled to agree to the 
re-enactment of the land tax in their first 
two ,-ears of office. \Ve believe that 'ctcri­
fices ·in a national crisis should be borne 
by those people who are best able to bear 
a sacrifice and stand its strain, in preference 
to tho,e people who arc compelied to live 
from hand to mouth. The attitude of the 
late Government was tu be as harsh as pos­
sibl8 to the worker, Yihilst at the same timo 
giving as many concessions as possible to the 
wealtbv landowners of the State. (Opposi­
tion d;cs<.>nt.) It is a wonder to me that 
the people of Queensland put up with that 
intolerable position. Probably they felt so 
uttrrly ashamed at falling so easily for the 
promises made by hen. members opposite 
that they merely waited for the opportunity 
to get revenge. 

Iu conclusion, desire to congratulato 
the members of the present Go,-crnruent on 
the action they have already taken. Re­
markably good work has been done by 
them since they assumed office; and I 
sincerely hope the legislation introduced in 
future will be consistent with the GoYem­
ment'- attitude up to the present time. I 
hope that single men particularly under thtl 
unemployment relief scheme will get a 
greater rncasuro of assistance. Tlw systcn1 
under vvhich men had to tmvel fm rations 
was all ,right when the Labour Government 
were in po,ver, because at that time jobs 
cou:d be obtained in the country; but 
there vv ::ts absolutely no use in keeping men 
marchiug on the road when there was no 
work to be obtained; and I am pleased 
thn t the Secretary for Labour and Industry 
has seen lit to alter the pro,-ision which 
required men to travel lonf; di"tanccs for 
rations. I trust also that the "·hole position 
will be < .LTcfully inYestigatcd to ascertain 
vvhcthcr it is poevible to grant single men 
a greater measure of assistan,:e than they 
are receiving at the present time. 

I feel confident that the prc,;cnt Gm·ern­
rnent will live up to the promises they 
han1 made, and that they will not go down. 
as the late GoYernment did, vvith the un­
('nYia.bJe record of having n1ado pron1ises 
that are still unfulfilled. 

:\IT. GLEDS0:;\1' (!psuich) [11.17 a.m.]: 
M'l'. Spen,ker, may I bo permitt<'cl to add 
to thoso already expressed my own heart./ 
collg-ratn]ations on your selection as Speaker 
of this House. As a colleague of yours for 
mane ycccrs, I feel that you will occupy 
the position with credit to vourself and to 
this Hoase. There can be ·no doubt that 
you "·i!l exercise at all times that spirit of 
talrlJes:-3 which is so requisite to tht.' succe;;;"l­
hil occupancy of your honourable office. 

I Lilsire also to cong·ratulate the mover 
and seconder of the motion for the adoption 
of the Address in Reply. To those young 
hon. mcn1bcrs and to the other hen. mem· 
lwr.s who are eppearinp: in this Chamh•"r 
for the first time, I offer m,,,. congratu]"," 
ticn" on the capable manner in \Yhich they 
hav-e acldresfed themselves to the que3tion 
Low before the House. They have added 
materially to the debating strength of t!Ji, 
}'arliament. I had hoped that sorno hen. 

nl"Jllt~cr:-; o-~)posite \Voulcl haYe spoken to 
d 1i< rnotio~: but evidently the strenuom 
:>atm·c of t.he political campaign through 
whjr.:.. the~ hnvo just come has so \Ycakencd 
thnn that' they are unable to contribute an', 
substantial quota to this debate. They 
might at lcw,t let the House know where 
th(·'-· '"tand on the important prohlcrus nr·-\· 
ccntr0,1ting the State. 

:VIr. KEKKY · \Ye want you to get on witi; 
your JOb. 

l\Ir. GLEDS(l:;\1': I suggest that hen. 
nl('InlH~!o: Ollllosite 1night -..vith rtdvanta_gP 
take part in tl1is debate rather , than m­
tr:l·,·np!- l.on. mp·;Jtb-~·s on tlus SJ~1~~ _whdi 
tl:lc· ''re ,peaking. "\Iter all, rt ;s e-t 
interest to know what will be done to oYer­
come the difficulties that vvere created dnr­
ing the three years vYlwn the Moore Go­
Yernmcnt unfortunately <''lntrolled tho 
destinie' of Queensland. 

Mr. SrzER: That i" why we are silent. 

::VIr. GLEDSOJ\": If the e'C-Minister f~r 
Labour and Industry is silent, then. thrs 
is the first time I have heai·cl hrm srlent. 
(Laughter.) I want to try to add to the 
debate something which will help to get 
Queensland out of the position she has got 
into as a result of the three years of mrs­
management that took place during the 
rrgime of the ~IoorP-B:lrnL3 Govorrnnent. 
We haYe to look at the position calmly and 
dispas,ionately in order to find out whether 
what we aTe saying is correct or not .. \Vo 
have no right to make statements, erther 
inside this House or outside the House, 
unless thRy are corr~ct and can be backed 
up by figures and facts. 

DUTing the past three '\'ears the posrtion 
has be,en verv difficult, not only from the 
Doint of vie;~ of the unemployed in the 
State, but from the point of view of t~ose 
people who are in whole or p~rt trme 
emplovmcnt. If we take the perwd from 
1929. to 1932 and compare it with any three­
year period from 1914 onwar.ds, it will, be 
found that the companson rs all agumst 
the period when the late Administration 
W~.!TC in power. Dnelnployrnent is one of 
the main things that we have to deal with 
at the present time; and I have here a little 
book that was published by the direction of 
the late Secretary for Labour and Inches· 
trv Hon. H. E. Sizer. It is rather an 
int~resting book, and one from wh!ch hen. 
members can get a lot of informatwn. 1\ t 
pag<' 179 the figures in regard to unemplo-z­
ment in Queensland are giYen, under Mr. 
Sizer's direction, as follow:-

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 

Per cent. 
5.9 
7 
7.1 

10.7 
17,6 

The latest official figures are not published 
in this littlG book; but, according to those 
figures, unemployment has risen tu 18.2 per 
cent. in Queensland, showing that we have 
had a gradual increese of unemplo}mcnt 
since the beginning of the term of the late 
Moorc Government. 

Mr. BRAND: Read the New South \Vales 
figure~. 

Mr. GLEDSON: The figures in regard to 
2\rew South Wales, Victoria, \Vestern Aus­
tralia, South Australia, and Tasmania are 
here. 

Mr. M.U!ER: Read them. 

1lir. Gledson.] 
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Mr. GLEDSON: I will give the hon. mem· 
ber for \Vest Moreton an opportunity of 
quoting those figures If I read them now, 
the hon. member will have nothing on 
which to build a speech. 

Mr. BRAND: Those figures do not mean 
anything. 

Mr. GLEDSON: T:1ey mean a lot to the 
people of Queensland. \Ve are concerned 
with the people of Queensland, and not 
with the people of the other States. We 
haYc to do something for our own people, 
and not for the people of the other States. 

Mr. R. M. Knw: Are not the conditions 
tho same all over Australia? 

:Mr. GLEDSON: The conditions are not 
the same, because Queensland was in a bet­
ter position than any of the other States 
to deal with this unemployment problem. 
\Vhen I was Secretarv for Labour and 
Industry we did not have the same problem 
tbat we have to face at the present tinw. 

Mr. BRAND: You said there were 27,000 
unemployed. 

Mr. GLEDSON: I did not say anything 
of the sort. If the hon. member for Isis 
loolrs up the statement, he will find that he 
is making a mistake, as he usually does. 
It is not much use getting figures unleBs 
we have some method of dealing with them 
and finding out the causes responsible for 
the situation. 

I want to point out some of the causes of 
unemployment. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion, when speaking yesterday, took the 
hon. member for Bulimba to task for adYo­
cating the 44-hour week If we do not 
advocate shorter hours-if we are not going 
to advocate even shorter hours than a 44-hour 
week-how are wo going to cope with the 
prol:)lem of unemployment that is facing 
not only Queensland but the world to-day? 
If we establish industries by scientific 
methods and use machines which are taking 
the place of human beings, and do not corre­
spondingly give that advantage to human 
beings, where are we going to be? I sup­
pose that in Queensland at the present time 
practically one-fourth of the people have 
to depend on the other three-fourths for a 
living. In Germany and Fran<:e-·and the 
percentages are going up all over the world 
-practically one-third of the people are 
dependent on the others, who are working 
for the purpose of keeping them. That 
state of affairs cannot continue; and some­
thing must bfl done to meet the position; 
and how are we going to meet it in a better 
way than by distributing the work and 
spreading it over a greater number of 
people 1 That is the only possible way the 
matter can be dealt with. If the work is 
distributed, the money will still be there. 
If, through science and industry, a machine 
is developed which is able to do the work, 
the money for the ·commodity is still there. 
The competition will take place so long as 
we have the machine working at a rapid rate 
and human beings working the hours they 
do at the present time controlling the 
machine. 

I want to deal with some of these phases 
to show what has l>een done. 'rake our own 
industries in Queensland, and consider some 
of the things which affect them-the mining 
industry, for instance. See how far it has 
been affected by the machine-age. Some 
years ago miners were employed getting 
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ooal to burn in the boats which called here. 
There "·ere some hundreds more miners 
employed in that work in Queensland than 
there are at the present time, and they were 
working for fair wages. At the present 
time there are not half those men "mployed, 
and what is the reason for that? 

Mr. 'MAHER: The bortts use crude oil. 

1\Ir. GLEDSON: A boat going to New 
Zealand at onG time used to employ twelve 
stokers on each shift, and there were three 
shifts: so that thirty-six stokers were ~m­
played on that boat. At the present. time 
they are burning oil, and have two engme_ers 
to look a.flcr the engine-room on. each sh1ft. 
That means that on that boat SIX men are 
now doing the work which thirty-six were 
doing previously. In addition to that. they 
are burning oil that is imported. whereas 
previously they were burning 150 tons of 
coal every twenty-four hours. That means 
th:ll thirtv-eix stokers have been thrown 
out of en;ployment and fifty miners have 
found their occupation gone, through the 
alteration on one boat alone. How, then, 
are we going to overcome the difficulty with­
out spreading the work over a greater 
number of workers than thos~ at present 
employed :' It can onl:.- be done by a reduc­
tion in the hours of labour. 

An OPPOSI'r!ON l\IEMBER : And getting rid 
of the Labour agitators. 

Mr. MAHER: And the money is being 
diverted to the oil workers in America. 

:Yir. GLEDSON: If it is, the sooner it _is 
diverted arra;n to the coalfields in Austrttha 
the better cfor "Jl the people in Australia. 

Then look at the altered conditions 
brought aboll.t in the oil industrv itself. In 
earlier davs lwroscne and petrol were 
brought he~'e in tins-two tins to a c~oe. 
Those cases wcrr handled by human labour. 
One oil boat coming here used to have 100 
men as a crew, ancl 200 wharf labourers 
were employed for practically three weeks 
unloading- that boat. To-day that boat _has 
a crew of ftftv fortv-one of whom arP Chna­
;nen the r~~~ain{ng nine being British 
offic~rs . so ±hat nearly 100 w hitc men ha vo 
been deprived of a living. 

An OPPOS!TrO'f ME1IBER: That happened 
under your regime. 

l\lr. GLEDSON: It does not matter. We 
have to explore every avenue in orclf'r to 
try to remedv it. \Vhen that boat comes 
here four men are employed handling the 
electric pumps which pump the oil-13,090 
tons-to the oil storage tanks on ehore m 
twenty-eight hours. In earlier days, too, 
quite a number of people were -employed 
handling the kerosene and petrol between 
the wharf and the railway or storage pla.oes, 
and also along the railway line itself,. . At 
present it is pumpf"J from the tanks mto a 
tank on a railway truck or a motor truck, 
and distributed in that way; so that prac­
ticallv no labour is employe-d, except that of 
the ~en running the trains or the truc)<s. 
These are but two instances in w hwh 
machinerv or altered methods are replacmg 
human labour; and we could multiply them 
indefinitelv. The point is: How are we 
going to- overcome tho difficulty? 'I~ he 
Leader of the Opposition says it is foohsh 
to reduce hones. and that we shoulcl stick 
to the number it has been customary for men 
to "·ork for 100 years. If that be right, 
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how aTe we go;ng tJ spread the work that 
is aYailable? There is only one way. 'l'he 
work has to Le distributed over a gr,'ater 
number of persons, and the hours of labour 
ha vo to be reduced in order to meet the 
position brought about by the introduction 
of tin1e-P.1. ving and labour-saving 1nethods in 
industry. 

h1one:: circulated as wages assist.;; 
materially to create the purchasing power 
of the con1munity; ancl any interference 
with the wage fund n1cans a serious inter­
ference with purchasing power. It is true 
thac the acloption oi scientific methods has 
had the effect of displacing labour in in­
dustr:' ; but we must not oYerlo<k the fact 
that the s'rious reduction in the wage fund, 
thereby withdrawing money ham circula­
tion, has also had detrimental results. A 
diminution in the wage fund, and, in turn, 
with purchasing power, n1eans serious inter­
ference wilh the OlWration of sub.sicliary 
industric s that depend almost entirel.J up011 
the ~irculation of a wage fund. The hon. 
mnnber for Rockhampton dealt yery fully 
\Yiih this phase of the subjecc yestet·day, 
~.Jd quoted the opinions expr~ ,sed by Sir 
Hobcrl llornc, Mr. \Yinston {;hurchill, and 
od--,cr 8lniuuut men in Great Britain, as 
well as tnc opinions of vrorninent n1en in 
lhe Gnitcd States of America. They ure 
a l! a~reccl that a policy of serious detlation 
has tragic. results. Upon their Yiews a1one 
one is convinced that, if the previous 
GoYernment had not pursued sndt a pobcy 
in Queensland, the present deplorable con­
ditions •wnld not be found in this State. 
i'.h. Sidney Pascal!, head of the firm of 
Pascalls, Limitecl, a rnan well known in 
Australia, made oome very interesting 
observations during his pre•idential address 
to the recent Rotary Conference. This 
gcatleman cannot be accused of bein~ a 
LaL~ur 1nan or of having any Labour ~en­
dencies, yet, when speaking at tho Rota·ry 
Conference held in April, 1932, he said-

.' Tremendous harm was clone in 1921 
by an employer who at the approach of 
bur! times marle a public statement that 
the first thing to do to rectify the posi­
tion \Yas to reduce wages. In add1tion 
to b_eing .a mean thing, it was a very 
unwtse thmg. Wages had to be reduced 
someti1nes in order to get the proper 
adjustment between the different costs 
in industry; but wages should be the 
la,,t thmg touched in industrY and not 
the flrst." " ' 

Lator on he said-
" We must be yery careful not to, as 

""'e almost im ariably do, let the chief 
burden of this economic stress fall on 
the shoulders of the least able to bear 
it. It happens to-day, and it is inde­
tensible." 

They are the opinions of a man who has 
successfully engaged in industry in Aus­
tralia for very many voars. He is of the 
opinion that a scri~us wage reduction 
gravelv interferes with the circulating wage 
fund handled by the wo·rker. The unwar­
ranted interference with this waO'e fund in 
Australia has intensified th2 prevbailing con­
ditions of depression. We are continually 
told that. om· only hope of s.,] vation lies in 
a reductwn . of production costs; but it 
must be vrvrclly borne in mind that the 
wages cost is only one item of expenditure, 
and that there are other and far more 
serious items to be considered. 

One of the most serious items affecting 
the burden of production costs is interest 
payments in respect of money borrowed for 
the n1aintcnrrnce and development of in­
dustry. I am very p]e,sed !hilt the Go­
nrnmcnt intend to deal with this parti­
cular ph s _ of production. It is a matter 
long over,!ne. l ice! confldent that, had the 
matter been tackled t\vo years ago, 1nany 
(A the prohlerr1s now confronting u0 would 
Lot have arisen, and many other problems 
could more casilv -have been sohcd. \Ve 
flnd, on looking ~into this mutter, that, by 
reason of tlw hravv interest "'burdens thev 
are coaipcllLcl to c~rry, son1o p-:ople hav8 
ha cl to close down. Thev do not bla.me 
labour costs for their difficulty. They were 
quite satisfted that they could cury on 
their industry, pay the: existing rates of 
wages, and wm·k the standard hours; but 
they went dovm owing to the he" vy interest 
burden. A reduction in interest costs might 
assist those engaged in industry in continu­
ing, and perhaps, c :<panding thPir opera· 
tJons. 

I have another suggestion which I would 
like to commend to the Secretary for Public 
\Yorks, wl'o is in charge of our main roads 
work. For sutne considerable ti1ne the 11ain 
Roads Commiosion has adopter! lhP bitumen 
type of road. A little while ago the Mail! 
Roads Co1nmission carried out exp~rirnents 
,,,ith an .-l.ustraiian production called C'nlfix. 
This preparation was applied to given 
stretches of road; bnt time has praYed that 
these experiments ha.ve not been successful. 
In all probability the Main Roads Commis­
sion will revert to the use of bitumen to 
obtain the best results from its work. In 
my opinion there is not a great deal of 
difference between the bitumen road and 
the concrete road. Everyone must admit 
that concrete roads are exceptionally good 
roads. In some sections of our main roads, 
particularly where the ground was swampy 
or the foundation was bad, it was found 
inadvisable to lay down bitumen roads, and 
concrete roads were substi tnted in those 
places. They have worn very well, and 
have required practically no attention since 
they were constructed. We have cement 
works in Queensland at Darra These 
works draw their material from within the 
State. They procure the limestone required 
for the making of cement from Gore on 
th<e South-"' e3tcrn Railway line. It is quite 
true that this limestone is hauled a consider­
able distance; bnt its haulage provides work 
for men on the railways, and, incidentally, 
benPfits the department, \Ve must also take 
into consideration tha.t the cement works 
use a considerable arnount of coal~ ·which is 
mined in the Ipswich district. vVhen we 
take all these factors into consideration, 
the Government will find that it will be 
better for Queensland as a whole if they 
adopt a policy of constructing concrete roads 
instead of bitumen roads. In commending 
my suggestion to the Minister, I hope tha.t 
he will inquire into every phase of it; and, 
if the difference in the cost of the two 
methods of road construction is only slight, 
that he will adopt it, because it will mean 
the employment of more men in quarrying 
the limestone, in hewing our coal, and in 
making the cement. In addition, snch a 
policy will be of great assistance to the 
railway. 

During the last three years our railways 
have been very hard hit by the existing 
economic conditions. A great number of 

Mr. Gledson.] 
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railwavmen have been dismissed, and the 
rcmcining employees have been placed on 
short time. That applies particularly to the 
Ipswich district. The work J.t the Ipswich 
railway workshops has been so ratione-d and 
,lloc.cted that married men are working 
onlv seven days a fortnight, while single men r;et four dn,ys only in the same period. 
I trust that something "ill be done to 
increase the amount of railway \York avail~ 
able, particularly in connection with the 
raiht ay 'vorkshops, because an irnprovement 
in that direction will do much to assist 
men who at the present time ar~ working 
on short time. The late Secretary for Hail­
ways made the statement that the a', rage 
wagos paid to railway employees v;ere £285 
per annum. If that is the average, then I 
can onl:; sa:· that the employees of the 
Ipsv.:ich railway workshops are reccivi~g 
verv much below the average. As a matter 
of 'tact, tho average wage paid there is 
£163 per annum; and in arriving at that 
average the wages of mechanics and 
labourers arc all taken into considerdtion. 
So far as the '.Vage'-~ of labourers are ccn­
cerned, I do not ·uppose the a vcrage would 
exceed £138. I mention these facts in order 
that the public of Queensland may not be 
misled bv the statement that is made that 
£235 pe1~ annum is the average wage paid 
to railway employees in Queen,,land. Pro­
bably that average is arrived m: aftrer bking 
into consideration tho salaries of the Com­
missioner and his administrative oflicers. 

The decreased railwa~~ traffic offering is 
not onlv due to the activities of motor trans­
port br;t to the re :ucti<m in the volume of 
produco carried. Some produce is can·icd 
at a very low rate, and to destinations 
which are uneconomic. I refer particularly 
to cream, which in some in~tancos is carried 
by the Hailway Department at a very low 
freight rate past butter factories which norm­
ally should be the destination of that cream. 
For example, suppliers of cream in the 
\Yost Nlorcton district arc in E=onw instances 
-ending their cream right past the Booval 
bntcer factory on to the Kingston buttnr 
frrctorv. A sirnilar set of conditions ex1sts 
in p~·actically all dairying districts in 
Queensland. Recent experience has con· 
vinced me that the same trouble exists in 
the Bcaudeoert district. Something should 
be done to remedy that position. If people 
are not prepared to utilise the nearest butter 
factory available to treat their cream, then 
they should not expect the Railway Depart· 
ment to carry the cream the extra distance 
at a rat,, which is uneconomic. ·whilst it is 
all rig·ht that the Railway Department 
should carry cream at the existing rate to 
the nearest factory, the department should 
not be expected to boar the burden of 
ca.rrying the cream the unnece'\""a ry extra 
distance. 

M:r. PLCNKETT: You would put all the 
cream on to the road. 

Mr. GLEDSO)i: :\o; m: idcn, is that 
the r:xi",ting rate sho"ld operate but only 
to tliC nC'are:-t factm_'~T, ,tncl that. if euppliE•rs 
dc~lrc to send their crcarn to a factor-
]tn 1teCl son1c consiJ.crab]o di·i·l..nce a•r]_J:, 

tL ·- ~hould be Cl_llcd upon to pav thP 
diif..: "'CilCC jn CO t. 

-\nether n1atter that lp us in ot:r 
rcror!:-d ruction is the qut of l!'lll,! a 
n1ixtun_, of coal and oil in our ml-burn1ng 
{ :1ginr". Th· HaihYa"~ Dep"rilYlf'ilt ha-; quit,. 
a nurnhe1' of n1olor traill;J running; and i£ 

[Jlr. Ol6dson. 

something could be done along the line& 
adopted by th0 Cunard StLarmhip Company 
in Great Britain, it ~.vould help our coai 
industry in Queensland. The "Queensland 
Times" of Monday last pul.Jlished a very 
interc~tin"~- extract from the " ~Jfanchester­
Guardian-,_, in regard to this new fupl. Ag 
the information containcrl in the extract is 
Yerv iutercsting, I shall redd it. to the 
IIo\:,,. 

" ' All expo~tations rpa1ised.' rearls a 
cableg-ram which has been receivcod at 
the Liverpool ofric? of the Cunard 
Steamship Company concerning the 
experiments which have been carried 
out with a new colloidal fuel, a com­
bination of cmd and oil, during the 
vo~vage of the Cunard liner ' Scythia/ 
now on her way back to Livl 1'pool 
(,nites the Li,-crpool corr, '•ponclent of 
the '::\Innchostcr GuarUian' \Yoekly). 

" Th 0 fuel consi ts of 60 per cent. oil 
and 40 per cent. coal, and is the resnlt 
of research work by .Mr. H. A. Adarns, 
assistant superint~ndent engineer. ::\Tr. 
F. C. Holrnes, chemist, and Mr. A. W. 
Perrins, ron1bustion engineer, all mem­
bers of the Cunard staff. Experimental 
quantities of the nev; fuol were manu­
factured at \Vall•·'"Jlfl-on-'Tyne, and in 
order that there should be a full scale 
test at 'Cl. 150 tons were taken on board 
the ' Srvthia ' and are being used to 
burn under ono boiler. 

" Among thoso who are taking a keen 
intcrcct in the tect arc AdmiraltY. Board 
of Trade, and l\linistr:· of :\-lines. oflicials, 
in addition to coalownel'2, to whom its 
'~ucrc "·S is of such obvious i:-uponancc. 
(A Board of Trade surveyor made a trip 
from Liverpool to Qu0enstown in the 
' Scythia ' in order to get first-hand 
knowledge.) 

" The oil is mixed with very finely­
powdered coal, and the now fuel can 
be handled and burned in existing oil 
fuel burning installations, provided that 
the boiler furnaces have alrcadv been 
adapted to the ellicicnt combustion of 
pure oil. 

"The Cunard Company are continu­
ing their cxperinv~nts a..nd ha,~e a largo 
staff engaged in the work. 

"IVHAT Sc:ccEss ::\fEAxs. 
" K a tu rally the heads of the Cunard 

concern are delighted with the ruult of 
the long experiment. of their technical 
experts, and "hen the ne'\ s from N cw 
York brcame generally known it wa.s 
discussed eagerly in Liverpool shipping 
qual"ters. 

" 'It opens up simply limitless possi-
bilities.' cue shipping n1an s~id." 

lt aLso puinr-; out the possiLilities in .Aus­
trdia. If ''"e could mo ./0 per cont. of coal 
to 60 per cent. of oil in the oil-burning 
yesscl:-: running along our coa~:t, it \vould 
mc:1n I'Cll':.''·.Ycc!. llfo to our coal inclustrv. The 
3am. thing applies to all internal com.lmstion 
0nginc-. <tt present using crude oil as \Vell 
cV:i to thl: rail nlo-!-.Jrs. I cmnmend thi~ 
1natter to th,, ,_onsidPration of the G· ,;crn­
rn~nt; a11d. if ·what I have suggest (_~ can 
be rntt into ovcration, it will certJ.inly :;_·co.tt: 
I.lOl'C' ork in Quc_nsland. 

I C0!1:..;rahtlatu the Govrrntncnt 0!1 ihc 
step~ thCv .h.'":C alreadv t:tken to nroYide 
w01·k at ;, ward rates o( wages to th~ many 
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men who haYe not had the Dpportunity 
for practically three :~oars of getting a decent 
fortnight's p:1y. It will mean a lot to 
the homes of those individuals to have 
the handling of a fortnight's pa0 again after 
liYing for thr·ee years on the ration scale 
prm~idod by the late GoYornment. I hope 
that the work that has been started by the 
GoYcrninent will be an incentive to pcovla 
in out~icle industries. Th0 GoYernmcnt arc 
lJUitc prepared to help any industry that 
will create employment and find work for 
our people at decent wages. If wo act on 
that, we shall get oYer the gTeatc't diffi~ 
culty that faces Queensland, Australia, and 
other parts of tho world to~day. If VIe can 
create employment and get men back to work 
so that they will be able to provide for 
their fan1ilies in a decent way, then, if we 
do r•othing else in this Parliament, we shall 
be doing mmething that will redound to the 
honour and credit of the Labour Go\·ornment 

GOVERN:\IEXT ME:~ti:DERS: 1--If- ,u. hear ! 
Question stated. 

Mr. FOLEY (Xormanby) [11.~5]: We wer·e 
naturally expecting some roprv from the 
opposite side of the House; but apparently 
hon. members opposite have been so crushed 
b-e the remarks of hon. members on this 
Brde that there is not a reply forthcoming. 

The Leader of the Opposition wcs at groat 
pains. when speaking, to criticise the Pre­
mier on his attitude at the Premiers' Con­
ference. He pointed out that in essence the 
Premiers' Plan wae much the same as when 
h~: ·\:ras in pov;er, \Vht~n it \vas condmnncd 
by hon. members now on this side of The 
House, bnt he failed to convey to the House 
and to the people of QueP.nsland that the 
darr. age lead already been done bv his col­
leagues and hirnself at previous co;1ferencc:-s, 
so that it was impossible for our Premier to 
undo at the recent conference the harm that 
had been previously done. Something was 
done b-.- the present Premier that he!Iwd to 
gi' c so!11C mc:J·,..ure of relief to the uHfor­
tunatc5 in our conununity who are suffering 
throus-h the operation of the SYstem of 
society under which we are living i;; tto way 
of assistance and employment that was not 
available to them as the result of the dclibe~ 
rations of the previous conferences. All 
credit is due to the prespnt Premier for 
putting forward at the last Premiers' Con­
ference a constructive policy which has 
resulted in the raising of further credit to 
enable development works to be pursued 
throughout Australia, and so create more 
purchasing power to enable us to carry on 
and make up the doficiencv in various 
avenues of trade. ' 

Dealing with that question, I rmght 
pomt out that the late Government were 
apparently devoid of lmo,y]edge of capi­
t&listic econoniics, as wa" apparent from the 
policy they adopted while in power. Their 
policy appeared to be to decrease as far as 
po,.si ble the purchasing power of the workers 
of this country; and, as a result of that 
policy, they were bringing Queensland prac­
tically to the verge of bankruptcv. If we 
want evidence of that, we need onh- refer 
to practically any page of the "A :i3 C of 
Queensland Statistics." In everv table in 
that book one can see nothing 'but drift, 
from w~':tever angle one choo•,cs to analyse 
the posrbon. 

During the period hon. members opposite 
were in office, for instance, unemployment 

figures increased by 156 per cent.-a tre­
mendous increase. That fact alone should 
be sufficient to indicate to them that they 
were working along wrong lines. lYiost poli~ 
tieal economists use unomploym·ent figures 
as a basis from w hi eh to 1,yor k in cstim,ating 
the state of a country and discovering 
whether it is on the upward grade or is 
declining. lf unemployment is on the 
increase, the onlJ conclusion to which they 
can come is that the trade of that country 
is still declining. That is what prevailed 
during the period the late Goyernmen1 were 
in office. Their JJolicy was, first of all, 
delibPratolv to deflate or reduce the remun­
eration o( people in the GoYernment ser­
vice as well as to interfere in private 
en1p'loyment and bring about a similar stato 
of affairs there. 

Their very first act was to tamper with the 
existing arbitration Jaws. Later they used 
powers under the Act to rem o\'o from the 
ambit of the Indmtrial Court .. a whole army 
of employees who were then receiving what 
was considered to J,e only a fair and reason~ 
able wage and to reduce their wag<'~ in 
somo case,' 50 per cent. That was en in the 
case of station hands. 

At 12.4 p.m., 
l\Ir. TozER: 1\'Ir. Speaker, I bog to draw 

:·our attention to the state of the House. 
Quorum formed. 

:VIr. FOLEY: I regret the interruption. I 
was dealing with the policy of the late Go~ 
vernment with reo·ard to the purchasing 
power of the peopl;, because I consider that 
the circumstances of the State generally 
really ·depend upon it. lf under a policy 
similar to that adopted by the late Govern­
ment we reduce the pnrcha~ing power of our 
people who, in tho last analysis, are our 
main market, disaster must naturally follow. 
But if on the other hand, the policy of 
the '!at~ Government was sound they ought 
to be able to show some re ult from it. 

The figures relating to unemployment fur~ 
nish the best indication of the drsastrous 
consequences of the action of the pa,t Go­
Yernmont. I repeat that during their term 
of office unemployment increased by 156 
per c•mt. View their ro~'?rd from. whatever 
an'i le you like, :1nd one rs met wrth tragrc 
results. The finan~es of the State wont from 
bad to worse. Tremendous deficits were 
incurred, despite the intolerable burd~m 
impo,ed upon the sectiOn of the commumty 
least able to bear thorn. The late Govern­
ment did not hesitate to impose taxation 
upon those who should not have been asked 
to c;.ury such a burden. 'l'he late Troa~ 
surer after anticipating a surplus of £3,000 
odd ' concluded with a dBfi,cit of about 
£2 076 000. If their policy had been sound, 
th~n \~e should be able to point to some 
good re·ults; but no matter how we view 
their operations we are unable to find any­
thing of benefit. The Bureau of Science 
and Industry compiled a number of indices 
relating to business activity; but, scan those 
tables us we may, we can find nothmg but 
decline in overv branch of trade and indus~ 
tn- with tragic depletion in the purchasing 
po,;·er of the people. Purchasing power 
created by an exchange of money at a giyen 
rate constitutes the hin'(e upon which all 
businccs activity must swing. If the workers 
are reduced to the aboriginal standard, then 
those industries that depend for their exist­
ence upon a stable wage fund provided by 
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the workers must incvitablv fall to the same 
deplorable standard. The- late Government 
0ndea vourcd to red ur c the workers of this 
State to that deplorable standard. Of 
course we shall be acu · ed of expending 
loan monev; and no doubt the hon. member 
for Fassifern will not hesitate to criticise 
the decisions arrived at at the Premiers' 
Conference. If the people demand that 
nnder existing conditions \YC shall govern 
aloCJg orthodox lines, then I can ··.ec no other 
'vav of bridging the v,ap of unemployment 
tha·n by either incrPasing taxation upon the 
wealthy section of the communit:.· or by 
raising lo""n money to absorb as many of 
the unemployed as poss1 ble. I ddy any 
ho11. member to point to ~ny other alterna­
tive. I hold the view that society could be 
so or()"anised as to place a large nuntbcr of 
the u~emplovcd in profitable work. If we 
:tre to goYer~n along orthcdox lines in con~ 
formity with the wishes of the people, then 
we must either increase taxation upon the 
wealth owners or raise the necessary money 
by way of loan. 

l\Ir. TozER: You arc doing both. 

:'dr. FOLEY: \Ye arc, to a certain extent; 
but everything that we do is necessary. 
\Vhy should we not do both? That is the 
point. 

:Mr. ToZER: You are killing the State. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Ve are nof killing the 
State. \Ve must all come to recognise that 
evcro man, woman, and child in this State 
has the right to live; and, whilst there is 
'"ealth in this Statn, it is the duty of the 
Labour Government to see that the wealth­
owning section contributes a fair propor­
tion to enable the ::ltate to carry on, and to 
firld at least food, clothing, and shelter for 
the people. If that cannot be done, then 
"·here does this wealth go? In the final 
a11aly6is, it will go up in smoke; and the 
people will take control in the wealth­
producing agencies if that attitude is per­
si ,,ted in. There is no other alternative. 
Labour stands for the policy that those who 
receive protection frorn the State in act_ urnu­
lating their wealth shall contribute to the 
cm't of government. 

An 0PPOSITIOX J\iE)JBER: l. our taxation is 
heavier than that in a11v other State in the 
Commonwealth. · 

.\Ir. FOLE 'l: It is true that our taxatiou 
is poSFibly a lil tie hea,-iur than in other 
States. During the reign of the late Govcrn­
rrjent son1o gLH~ing illustrations wer _, wit­
lll'se.ed of the imposition of burdensome taxa­
hon on tbe workers. Thi~ w,ts done per 
medium of the J.!l'employmcnt relief t:'x, 
"hilr at the same time the weallhv land 
]Jroprietors were given a pre:,cnt of £140,000 
per ann un1 by the dccisiou of tho G OYfTll­

ment not to re-enact the land tax. In other 
"·ords, tb.c:: late Government said to one 
fCcticn of the -..Yorkcrs. " It is vour dut\ to 
find employm~nt or sustenancG for t'hose 
,~;orkers \Yho aro uncmployccl, "\Yhcn 1noraJly 
and >ociallc- that is the duty of the wealth­
o·wning sections of the cornmunity." In 
nddition, the Moore Governrneut rcdnced 
t lw income tax exemption from £250 to 
£150, ancl thus brom;ht within the ambit of 
this method of taxation 150,000 new tax­
pa:·ers co1npo~ eel of workers and 'vorking 
f .rmers, who, strictly speaking, should not 
pay income tax. Tloesc poop!' were prac­
tically robbed. That is my viewpoint, and 

[ Jlr. }1'oley. 

the ,-je,Ypoint 0f Labour generally. Uufor­
tunatcly, once ~ set of conditions is created 
such as the lnt8 GoYc>rnnlcnt created, jt is. 
inJpo~--ible for a Labour Governn1cnt inune­
di:Jtely to rectify its evils. I hope that, as. 
time goe~ on. no unen1ployment relief tax 
will be levied on any worker rc._.,.;iving less 
tLan £250 per annurn. It is n1y wish that 
this should come about b,,foro the expiration 
of the present ParliRmcnt. It is morally 
w;·ong to tax that section of the people. 
Such a tax is cquiv dent to a doliborc.te 
reduction in wag~s. ·unfortunately. the 
flna.ncial position of the State has b en 
roducecl to such a lm·el that this blndcn 
Cfi.nnot be rcn1uved in1111cdiately; but. as 
time goes on. I trust that it will be irnpc,sed 
only on those in receipt of higher iucomes, 
or, in other v:ords, on the wealth-o,Yning 
R('ctionf, becLtuse, after paying that tTxa­
tion, they will still have sufficient to live· 
upon. The conditions created by the late 
GoYennncnt have broug·ht the State to the 
verge of bankruptcy, and have made it 
extremely difficult for Labour to remedy 
l'Xisting evils in1mediately. .:.\s tirno gal's 
on. Jet us hope that a graduated ~cale of 
unemployrnent relief tax, sin1ilar to our 
incon1o tax scale, \Vorking frmn a fraction 
of a pennv on an income of £250 and then 
increasing~ gradually, will b1~ imposf l in 
lien of the presrnt system in order to give 
sncconr to the less fortunate sections of our 
community. 

The capitalistic order of society has 
reached a point "·hen its chaotic, unorganised 
state is ob-ious. That is a result of the 
a noma lies cf the system. 

:VIr. DloRGAX: That position has been 
Lrought about by the fourte-en years or 
Lubour rule. 

:Ylr. FOLEY: It is not due to the four­
teen years of Labour administration. \Yorld­
widc thinker~ on thi.s question recognise 
that the· present world debacle is the result 
of the anomalies existing within the 
C.tpitali:stic-.: systeln of fOciety. The illne is 
rapidly approaching when the aYcragc 
working rnau arul ,,~on1an will say that 
::on1cthing is '"''rong IYith the present systun1, 
and wiJJ demand tlJG right to work. \\'hen 
that tin12 cmnes, sonFl reor;;:-tnisation or 
rc-con:-;rructiou will be essential, whether 
hon. member: opposite liko it or not. The 
present position. when throughout the world 
over GO.OOO,OOO are unemployed and a 
sirnilar nu1nbc-r part~,llly unm11ploycd, eau­
not <:;ontiuue for any length of tirnc. The 
sooner Labour in this State and throLu.:hout 
the CoinmoinYealih realises the positior~ ani 
formulates plans to meet it the better it 
will be for the Labour movement as a 
"·hole The ba·ic trouble in the world to­
day is the result of purouing throughout the 
,,-orld a ]lOli"Y similar to that adopted by 
the !"cc Govcmmem during the three year 
they 'nTe in offlce. ln other words, the 
"calth-O\';ning section of the COI1lmunity 
have, in their greed and avariciou~n s~, 
paid no uttcution to the nocc:ssity for in­
er .a~llig' the purchasing pov.cr o~ tllo 
\Yorker::- f'OllllllC'nsura to v.'ith the incrc:1 se in 
pl·ocluctiYity. If the workers had iJcc11 
gi,-cn sufficient purchasing· power to kPep 
pace with the enorlllOll:3 in; rea~e in pro­
clnctiYity of industry, the existing depres­
rion "onltl not hav,c taken place. I com­
nwnd to hen. mernbers opposite a nlo,-t 
intcrcstjng article in a recent issue of 
'' Currer:t IIi::::tory, 1

' wherein Professor 
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Ecker"lcy. dealing with the flaws in ihc 
Hoon•r plan, points out that in Amcrica­
one cf the highly industrialised count;·ies of 
thl' world-the productivity per wage worker 
increased by 53 per cent., producti·v:e costs 
cl"creaecd by 24.6 per c .. •nt., and the wages 
of the \\orkrors decreased considerablv in the 
p. riocl bet een ~919 and 1921. ),s that 
learned C'l'f'nOrnist pointed out, it was irn­
l-ObSiblc for the population of Amer;, to 
f•ujoy sat~sfactor,r conditions \vhcn no pTO­
·d:-:-ion \\'as n1adc to increase the purchasing 
l)Q'/:u· in r:ltio to the increasecl productiYity. 
It is C.3~: ntial that we realise a ~ ·n1ilar 
po~ition jn A us~ ralia, bccauso, even :if the 
pn '"·nt deprc--'>ion passes anrl industry .~tga.iu 
a-.,uuJes an upward trenc.l, the position \\·ill 
have .to be faced in a cornparativelv short 
spac.· of time. If it is desired to per.petuate 
the c~lpitalistic order, then it is necessary, 
as Profcseor Eckersley pointed out, to make 
provision to absorb that great army of 
workers who are displaced frow industry 
annually as the result of the application of 
more sci,ntific methods in industry. That 
can be done by instituting a shorter work­
ing clay. Furthermore, when that is done. 
the sum total of those employed should he 
given a purchasing power sufficient to enable 
them to keep pace with the increased pro· 
ductivit0 of industry. That is the onl0-
solution, 1£ the capitalistic syst,_;n1 11:1 to 
continue. 

I hope members of the Opposition, when 
they eventuall:; come to their senses and 
decide to reply to the cri tic ism of hon. m em. 
bers on thio side, will not indulge in carping 
criticisn1 of the Government, as \vas done 
by their leader, the hon. member for 
Aubigny. They should offer ,ome con­
structive ideas, if they have any; but judg­
ing by their record during the thre~ years 
they were in power, there is not one con­
structive ic.lea in the Opposition to-day. Had 
they vossc.-:1ed any constructive ideas, \ve 
should have seen some result. \Ye left them 
in a favourable ilnancial position ''!;ith 
abunda_nt funds. rrheir colleagues were in 
power 111 the Con1n10~lv. -:ahh, don1lnating the 
loEln funds, and they could have been sup­
plied with ample loan rnonev, had thee 
desired it. If they had receivcdu loan n1one:y:, 
they could ha vo ;mt ;: n army of workers in 
en1ployrnent, and giv(.n tl1e1n a purchasing 
power \\"hich "·ould have retarded the slide 
in this State. In that way they conic! have 
bridged the gap camed b;,' the falling off 
in the oYerscas trade. Dut we had nothing 
!)ut depression in all a venues. U nemploy­
ment rncreased; the trade iigures within the 
State decreased; and the financial G"ures 
showed a c.lefinite decline year after year, 
notwithsta.nding eYerv effort that was made 
to balance the buc.lge( per medinm of putting 
further burdens on the lo\vcr-paid workers 
in this State. 

Reference is made in the Governor's Speech 
to the ql\eotion of ,, ool marketing. His 
Excellency, dealing with this matter, said·-

" My advisers arc keenly alive to the 
advantages which will accrue to the 
whole State if certain conten1plateJ 
measures for the improved marketing oi 
v.- Jol are instituted throughout the Com·· 
mom;ealth, and the matter is receiving 
very careful consideration." 

That i~ a ma.ttcr of very great importanc('. 
to the wool mc.lustrv in this State as well 
as throughout the C{ommonwea.lth. It is no 
use shutting our eyes to the fact that it 

will be impossible for this industry to carry 
on for any great length of time unle>S some 
provision is n1ade to ('nab1c the growers to 
receive a greater a!nount for thC'ir product. 
In the past we had an organisation known 
as the British-Australian ·wool Realisation 
Association. That association could easily 
have liquidated all the assets under its con­
trol and still maintained the organisation 
had the wool growers of this State had a. 
proper say in the matter. Dnt, unfortunately, 
as a result of the brobng interests and 
other financial interc•is that dominated thG 
various conferencec to deal with the ques­
tion of a continuation of that organisation, 
the \\·hole thing was a!lO\Yed to lapse. Now 
that the wool values have declined, we find 
the whole community, including the brokers, 
asking for some organisation to handle thls 
product from the marketing side. 

I sincerely hope that thr• Premier anc.l 
his Cabinet are fullv alive to this question, 
and that they will u"ee all the influence they 
can with regard to bringing that proposal 
to a definite and constructive stage. 

I wish now to refer i > the activities of 
the ]\fain Roads Commission. 

An OPPOSITION 1IKI!BER : Tell us something 
about Russia. 

Mr FOLEY: I miRht advise the hon. 
member to look up so.me of the books on 
Russia in the parliamentary library, when 
he might get an idea or two that would be 
helpful in regard to helping 1along the 
interests of this Stare. Thev hcvo at least 
in Rmsia soh·ed the unem)Jloymcnt prob­
lem. 

c\lr. BKIND: By sweated labour. 

::'vir. FOLEY : I am satisfied from reading 
the adn1irable works on Rus.,ia in our nar­
liamentary library that one thiug \Yhich they 
ha n~ solved in Russia, and which js not 
soh-cd in any capitalistic country in the 
\Yorld. is the unemploymPnt problem. Fur, 
ther, I might mention that tht•v ha\"e giyen 
the bov a chance. Hon. member~ opposrte 
had placards printed during the election 
in 1929 asking th·J electors to give the boy 
a chance, an cl they obtained po ;,·er through 
that. In Australia there arc about 70,000 
bovs and girls to be placed in employment 
evCr l vear, and 'vc arc not a Lie to do it, 
\Yhe;.ca's in Ru ·,ia they are pb cing· 4.000,000 
young people in cn1ployn1C11t cYcry year. 

Dealing with the ]\.lain Ro··ds Commis­
sion I would mcntio:1 the admirable work 
that' has been done "bile the commission 
has been in operation. It is pointed out in 
the report that it has completed 1.900 miles 
cf road anc.l approximately 32.000 feet of 
brid']"CS up to date, ,,-hi!e there arc at 
prc~cnt 200 miles of \Yorks under construc­
tion. I could Pmphosise the point that it 
\\·c::; a Labour ... -\dn1inistration \Vhich cstab­
li>hrd the Main Roads Commission in this 
State. All kinds of "ifs" and "buts" 
w.:;ro rai~ed frorn the Opposition benches 
\Yhcn th2 Biil was introduced. Tile construc­
tiven('~s of Labour's policy js sho\'·n in C'Ol1-

nc·-~tion \Vith that rncasuro, the conuni"'·'ion 
ha1'ing completed 1.900 miles of road. 32.000 
feet of bridges, \Yith a progran1n1e ahead of 
200 miles of works under construction. 

~lr. MoRGAX interjected. 

:Ylr. SPEAKER: Order! I 11·oulc.l point 
out that, by continually interjecting, hon. 
members on my left are exhausting the· 

Mr. Fo!ey.] 
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time to which tho hon. member who has 
the floor is entitled. 

Mr. FOLEY: I have ju.'t a word to say 
with regard to that portion of thn Gover­
nor's Speech dealing with pro.·pectors. The 
unemployment relief money that has been 
allotted to the Mines Department for pros­
pecting purposes has resulted in prospectors 
in many parts of the State prospecting the 
<:ountrv fairly thoroughly, and some good 
results~ aro accruing at the present time. 
In the Cracow district we have quito a 
boom at the present time; but, apart from 
that, I honestly believe that quite a lot of 
gold will be won in that part of the State. 
In the Clermont district, as a result of the 
money distributed to aid prospectors, a con­
siderable amount of gold is being fonnd. 
As a matter of fact. it amounts to consider­
ably mom than the. total of the prospecting 
vote. I also believe that other new finds 
will be made, and I think the old Miclere 
diggings will put into employment a con· 
siderable number of men. 

An OPPOSITION MLMBER: Then you can 
give us credit for that. 

Mr. FOLEY: I give hon. members oppo­
site all the credit due to them; but I give 
greater credit to the workers who subscribed 
the necessary money to the unemployment 
relief funds from their alrcadv reduced 
incomes. Credit is indeed due to them for 
subscribing so liberally without grumblin~ 
realising that they had an obligation, m~d 
showing a willingness to meet that obligation. 
The result is that much prospecting work has 
been done during the last few years. The 
system under which it is distributed, how­
ever, is not in the best interesto of prospect­
ing. In the firot place, application is made 
to the "arden and a grant is made on his 
report, but for only four weeks' assistance. 
After going out into the bush perhaps 20 or 
30 miles. the prospector has to return to town 
to make a further application for another 
month's assistance. The most he can get in 
any one year i" aseistance for three months. 
Throughout the State there are districto 
where prospecting does not proceed merely 
on the boundaries of a township. The pros­
pector very often has to go into what may 
be termed unc.xplored country, although only 
40 or 50 miles away from a township. 
Genemlly speaking, mnch of such country is 
upexplorcd from a prospecting point of 
VIew; and, once a grant is approved the 
applicant should get asRistance for a s~ffici­
ent period to enable him to carry on his 
work continuously. A grant of at least three 
months' azsistance should be given to enable 
him to stay on the job without interruption 
by reason of the necessity to return to 
town. 

?\otwithstanding any criticism that may 
be levelled at the Government from the 
Opposition benches, I feel confident that the 
destinies of the people of this State are safer 
in the hands of Labour than they were in 
the hands of the late Government during 
the past three years. At least we have con­
structive ideas on this •:ide, and men capable 
of putting into being or-:;-anisation for the 
employment of our manhood. Even with 
the limited money at our disposal, I expect 
at the end of three years to be able to point 
to some result. which cannot be said of the 
late Administ~ation. I feel confident that 
the people of Queensland can safely leave 
the destinies of this State in Labour's hands 
for a very long time to come. 

[Mr. Foley. 

Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [12.34]: It is 
with much surprise that I observe the reluct­
ance of hon. members opposite-members of 
that so-called Nationalist Party, who claim 
to be the only loyal political party-to con­
tribute anything to the debate on th1s mes­
sage of welcome and loyalty to His Excellency 
the Governor. 

I desire to offer rnv contribution to this 
debate, and, as a Q;Iconslander, I extend 
a welcome to His Excellency the Governor 
and trust tlmt his stay in our State will 
be a verv pleasant one. I regret that the 
late Go.::ernrneul decided to invite IIis 
Exc:llcncv to occupy the 11osition of Go­
vernor at Queensland at a time when 
cconornies ,,:ore necessary in every direction. 
\Vo arc all aware of the 1expense incurred 
in maintaining Government House and in 
having an overseas Governor. The ti1110 is 
long past when all the States of the 
Cornmomvealth should have s0purato Go­
vernors. I hold the view that ono 
Governor for the Commonwealth i,, qnit0 
sufficient; and I hope that that view will 
be generally approved at no far drstant 
date. I am sure that His Excellency must 
feel rnuch e1nbarrasscd at the indecent haste 
displayed in making his appointment. The 
term of the late Governor, Sir John 
Goodwin, had not expired when our prc,ent 
Governor was appointed and had arrived 
in this State. However, as a loyal subject 
of the King, I welcome the Governor, and 
I can a ss uric him of the loyalty of hon. 
members on this side of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer .vou my congratula­
tions on your appointment to your high 
office in this Assembly. For some time past 
you have not enjoyed good health, but I 
an1 sure I am )expressing the sincere hope 
of every hon. member v. hen I say that we 
hope that you will be rapidly rEstored to 
your former state of health. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GAIR : It must be very reassuring 
and very pleasant for you, Mr. Speaker, to 
know that your election to your high office 
\Yas a unanin1ou9 one. I an1 sure that it must 
be very pleasing to you to know that you 
enjoy the confidence, not only of hon. mem· 
bcrs on this side, but also of membero of 
the Opposition. I have no doubt that you 
will carry out your duties in a manner that 
will do credit to yourself and to the Queens­
land Legislative Assembly. As one born 
and reared in this State, and one who is 
always anxious to see this State prosper, I 
express the view that on 11th June last the 
people of Queensland displayed great wis­
dom in defeating the incompetent and 're­
actionary Government led by the present 
Leader of the Opposition. It is pleasing to 
know that the people of this State took the 
fir,t opportunitv to depose that GO\ ern­
ment and to return a Labour Government 
with a mandate to carry out the policy of 
Labour from the point at which it was in· 
tcrrupted in 1929. We know that on that 
occas10n the people of Queensland were 
misled b.v diabolical pledges and misstat·e­
mcnts. They did not forgot the wonderful 
electioneering cries which played on the 
feelings and tho hearts of the people of tho 
State at a time when there was a certain 
measure of distress and unemployment. At 
that time there was a measure of unem­
ployment; but. sad to say. it has trebled 
since then. \Vel! do we remember the cry 
of ·' £2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs!" The people 
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of QuL•c,;~land had not forgotten that cry 
when tl:r• late Government attempted to 
p~a"l 0~1 their feelings again. The late 
Goy _·rnmu<t definitely pledged thcmschcs 
to m :cc £2,i1G0,000 a\-ailable immediately 
Uw. were ,_,lccted; but what did they do' 
Die thLY carrv out that prornise? The 
l'ClJ 1,v is" in tlu~" negative; b:n, as a result 
o( thPir foolish policy of ddhtion on•r· 
a pcricd of three ye:trs) uncu1ploymcnt 
fit~urr-s inc:·pa,,_,d frorn 7.1 per lf:.'nt. in 1829 
t~ OYer 13 pf~r ~un t. in 1932. That -was 
one rc~ult o£ the polic:, of the late 
Adrninistrat:on. Ot.hcr promises n1 · clc on 
that occ[l".ion were no \vage reductions, no 
incrc,~·,;~ in hours of labour, and the pre­
sen-ation of the principle of arbitration. 
All these promises were broken ; and th c 
JH'oplc took the first opportun·ity \vhich pro­
•outcd itself of dispo"ing of this reactionary 
pl011lise-LrHl ki !16 avd incorupctent GoYPr~­
rnent. In its E:itt)ad they returned to th13 
\ssemblv a party in v;hirh thc0 have the 

utn1o"t h ust remembering that, as a Go­
yc_;_nme:iJt O\:er a period of fourteen years, 
tl1cv had done much for the progress of 
thev St:lte and ?-:n~ the contentlnent, comfort, 
a1Hl progres..) of the people. 

At tbc dissolution of Parliament this year 
the Labour Party had many handicaps in 
going before I he electors. \V e all know 
tbat the electoral lawo were tampered with, 
and that many decent and worthy citizen~ 
were disfranchiocd. VI' e also know that the 
electoral boundaries were tinkered with and 
r1gg-cd, with the result that . a number of 
Labour m<,mbers were depnved of elec­
torates. \Vith this heavy handicap Labour 
faced the people; but, as history has 
shown, no interference with electoral laws, 
no redistribntion of boundaries of electo­
rate.s, will save a Government which has 
been guilty of having broken its promises 
and pledge> to the people, as the results on 
11th June showed. In spite of all these 
handicaps and interferences, the people gave 
the one and only answer that was capable 
of being g-iven to the Moore-Barnes Adminis­
tration. \Ye remember the remarks of :l.fr. 
Fry, the ex-member for Kurilpa, who accused 
the then Attorney-General, Mr. l\Iacgroarty, 
of sacrificing him politically for the purpose 
of making his own political life secure in 
the electoral district of South Brisbane. 
\V e remember, too, how Mr. Fry was deter­
mined to contest the South Brisbane clcc­
totate in spite of the fact th .t Mr. 
Macgroarty harl received the party endors•'­
mcnt; but suddenly, and perh~ps snspiri­
ouelv. Mr. Fry lo1t all his dcten1in01Lion 
anc(calmly resolved to return to his Waterloo 
in Knrilpa. !\fr. Macgroarty remained in 
what he considered to be the safe seat of 
South Brisbane, but once again his juJgment 
was astray. The elc<·tors of South Brisbane 
took the opportunity of effectively ring· 
barking him, as he had ringbarked the 
Industrial Court. l\Ir. Macgrouty and ::'.dr. 
Fry not only lost their ~cats, but tbc hun. 
member for Log-an and many other hon. 
nwmbcrs opposite nLarly shared the samo 
fete in what they regarded as safe electo­
rates. A_s I said. any Go,·en!nlcnt \Vho so 
ruthlessly break tJ,eir pledges must recog­
nice that the 'nath of the p'ople will come 
dm,·n upon tlwm at the £i rst opportunity, 
and that no interfcrenc<' with the people's 
privileges will save th 1n. 

The main question that is agitating tho 
minds of mcrnhcrs of the Government here, 

as in other countries, is the solution of the 
unemployment problem. under 'the Vlle 
administration of the :\loore-Banws Govern­
ment une1nploymc11t increasC'd to an alarnl­
ing extent; so much . so that the present 
GoYernrncnt on assun11r:g ofhco was faced 
with a most difficult task at one of the worse 
periods in the political history of Queens­
land. The Labour Government do not 
enjov the advantages that accompanied thQ 
prcvvious Government into power, wh~n 
approximately £5,000,000 were at the drs­
posal of the l\Ioore G01·ernment to. expend 
for the benefit of the people of th1s State. 
Unfortunately, the pr[)sent Government tako 
office with aln1ost an empty Trcasur~, and 
with a difficult unemployment situation 
which shows an incrca:-c in unen1ployn1ent 
from 7.1 per cent. in 1929 to 18.2 per cent. 
in 1932. 

Much has been said about " Finance is 
governn1ent, and govern1nent is finance" ; 
and considerable emphasis was laid on the 
Premiers' Plan providing for the cr0a tion 
of employment and for tho balancing of 
budgets. A review of the record of the late 
Governn1ent will disclose to \Yhat extent 
the plan suc~eeded in achiC\·ing its obj ec­
tive. So far from creating employment, the 
operation of the plan under the late _ \dminis­
tration had tho effect of accentuating the 
unemployment problem. The late 'l'rea­
surer, who novr sits on the Opposition 
b:.nches as the h 0 n. member for ·wynnum, 
prated at length on the necessity for 
balancing the Budget. The hon. member 
on numerous occasions suggc,tcd that pros­
perity was just r"round the corner. .:\ow 
that we have a younger Treasurer in office 
it is to be hoped that he \vill succeed in 
catching up with Mr. Prosperity. 

Hon. members opposite talk at length on 
thE· deficits that prevailed during previous 
Labour Governments; but I would remind 
them that those deficits sink into insignifi­
cance compared with those bui 1 t up by the 
Moore-Barnes Government. No Government 
has any reason to be proud of a record 
which shows an accumulated deficit of over 
£4,000,COO in three years, or an increase of 
175 per cent. in deficit" over a period of 
twelve months. I leave the matter to tho 
sound judgment of sensible people, who 
will realise to what extent the late Go,·crn­
mcnt succeeded in remedying the unfortu­
nate position which prevailed ·during their 
term of officr·. Before and since mv elec­
tion to this House it has been n!y sad 
experience in the electoral district of South 
Brisbane to meet many cases of people on 
the verge of starvation. I have in my pos­
session at the present I imc a certificat< from 
a medical man which shows that a child 
was an inmate of the Brisbane General 
Hospital solely because of under-nourish­
ment. No person should want in a State 
of plenty such as Queensland is; and it 
is to the discredit of the recent Govcrnm2nt 
that this position exists to-dav. \Yhile all 
this distroso prevailed. the · ex-Treasurer 
deliberate!,- rcfmcd to avail himself of any 
financial assistance offering, anrl thereby 
lost the opportunity of alleviating the dis­
tress. 

Hon. \Y. H. B.IRXES: Mr. Speaker. 
rise to a point of order. The hon. member 
made a sbltcment which I say is absolutely 
untrue. He stated that I ab .. olutelv refused 
to accept certain loa .. n money. I" say that 
is not true, aud I ask that it be withdrawn. 

1llr. Gair.] 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. mem]Jer for 
South Brisbane must accept the denial of 
the hon. member for \Vynnum. 

Mr. GAIR: \Ye know that in the years 
1929 and 1930 the people of this State su!J­
£cribed oYer £2 000,000 bv way of loans to 
the Commonw~alth, and that between 
December 1929. and December, 1931, 
£7,000.000 of cr'cdit was released by the 
Loan Council and the Commonwealth Go­
vernment; and it is surprising to me t_o 
hear the deni;,l of the late Treasurer. Evi­
dently he was not a wake to the position, 
and did not obtain some of that money for 
the benefit of the people of this State. In 
spite of their ekctioneering promises in 
1929 that there "·ould be no reduction in 
wages and no increase of hours we know 
that these thing-s "·ere done. We know that 
the Moore Government did everything they 
said they would not do, and did not do one 
thing that they said they would do. cr:hat 
is the record of the Moore-Barnes com!Jma· 
tion. \Ye know that the people had to 
suffer a reduction of wag-es, increased hours, 
a reduction in the allowance to Statu 
children in the unemployment insurance 
payments," in grants to charitable. institutions 
such as our hospitals, that are domg so much 
good work for the people of Queensland; 
and last. but not least, an attack was made 
on the scholarship facilities extended to the 
children of Queensland. 

The PRE~!IETI: A grave injustice to the 
lNorking c~ -:,:.J children. 

Mr. GAIR: While all the»c economies 
T\~erc bein(l" n'ladc it is reo.IS-onable to assun1e 
that inst~a.d of' luwing a record deficit, 
Quo~nsland would have had a surplus. '~'hat 
is the record of the Moore-Barnes Adnum c­

tration-a Government that was everlastingly 
crying about balancing the budget. The 
::\1oore _\dministration has never been 
€qualled in Queensland for incoml?etm;c.r, 
promise-breaking, or reucbonar,: !eg1s!at1on. 
The. pconlo of QuePnsland, in then w1sdom, 
have succeeded in getting rid of this reac­
tionary Government, and have restored to 
power a humane Government that will con· 
sider the interests of the people at all times 
and will do its best for the people of this 
Sta.te. They can depend upon it that they 
will receive at least consideration in that 
<l.irection, and that they will not be exploite.d 
as they have been during· the past three 
years. · They know that the workers of 
Queensland wore surrendered to the employ­
ing and exploiting classes of this State, and 
jVere robL2ed of their right to go to the 
Arbitration Court to get justice. They wore 
just surrendered to the exploiters-to do as 
the masters of our opponents would direct 
-but I am glad to see that an Arbitration 
Bill is to be brought forward, under which 
the svstem of arbitration is to be amended. 
I trust the time is not far distant when the 
workers of Queensland will receive ac;ain 
the protection which they enjoyed so long 
under Labour administration. 

Before conclnc1ing, let me take this oppor· 
tunity of congratulating the Premier on his 
conduct of the affairs of the State at the 
recent Promi'::!rs' ConfeTence-it vvas lik:o sun­
shine let into a dark cell. For the vears 
during which Messrs. Moore and Barnes had 
control of the. State we had nothing but 
df'flation. depression, and distress. Ollr 
present Premier went down to Canberra with 
many disadv:mtages and obstacles in his way. 

[ 1!11·. (}air. 

\Ye had the Tory pr(•SS of this State stating 
thet he could do nothing except what Lang 
c:id ancl break up the conference, and that 
he cou1d not F-leeced in getting one pen:1y 
of loan money. \Ve on this side are prmtd 
of the work of the Premier. The efforts he 
made had at least the effect of inspiring 
c onfidenco in the State, and he won the 
st'pport of many of his politic~l encm!es 
there. He quoted world authontJes wlnch 
proved that the policy of deflation earned 
nut bv the Moore-Barnes Government and 
other "Governments of the Commonwealth 
dt•ring the last three voars was all wrong, 
~nd the sooner we got away from that policy 
of defhtion and created employment and 
nrovided wa o-es for the wJrkers of this great 
State of th~ Commonwealth the better it 
"ould be. 

"\ n Orrosrrros J\1ETh1BER : You had better 
get on with it. 

Mr. GAill,: The hon. member can depend 
upon our doing it, and our work will be for 
tbe great bPnefit of Queensland. We will 
not do anything that will favour merely 
cue small section of the community. Our 
lcgisletion will bo in the interests of the 
people of this State, and not in the interests 
o£ a few exploiters who hnvo prospered and 
preyed on the \Yorkcrs of Queensland. 

I note with pleasure that the relief 
v;orh-rs of Queensland are being paid at 
a ware! rates. I am also ple-;,scd to sec that 
th, Government have already taken back 
into sncioty, as .it ·were, the single men who 
have boon penalised during the last three 
vears, and recognised their cln im to .some 
: ... ork. Instead of having to walk a long 
distar.ce in an underfed condition, as they 
had to do prior to the chan;re of Gov"rnment 
for a paltry 6s. worth of rations, they can 
to-day get their rations at the nearest police 
otation; and, in addition to that, they are 
1 eroiYing ono day's relief work per fort­
nig·ht, which will enable them at lf'ast to live. 
I ·;,m certain that before long the conditions 
whch now obtain will ho much improved, 
an.cl that the relief worker will be taken 
myay from the slave system introduced by 
hon. members opposite and be given decent 
e-mployment, and that the single men will 
also receive further consideration from the 
G o,~ernment. 

At 2 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN OP Cmn!ITTEES (Mr. E. J. 

Hanson, Buranda) relieved Mr. SPEAKER in 
the chair. 

Mr. GAIR: We know that prior to the 
election the single man was ostracised from 
society, and was required to abandon what 
shelter or home he had and walk 25 or 30 
miles to secure a miserable 6s. worth of 
rations. As a result of the election, how­
ever, the new Labour Government have 
given these single men their rights, and, 
although at the present time they arc unable 
to do as much as they would like, neverthe­
less these men can rest a.ssured that in the 
very near future the position will be greatly 
improved and that they will receive the 
consideration they deserve,, and that a.s 
many of them as possible will be placed m 
regular employment. 

I am also glad to see on the list of 
measures that will be presented to this 
Parliament an Elections Act Amendment 
Bill. During the term of the last Govern­
ment the Elections Acts wore considerably 
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interfered with, inasmuch as it was made 
neceos.uv for an elector to reside at one 
tddrcss "for three months before he became 
cua lit\ eel to vote. That I consider was most 
~nfair, and had the dfect of disfranchising 
rnanv worthv citizens. Persons who were 
bcn1 and had lived in Queensland all their 
Ji,es were unable to qualify to vote because 
circumstances forced them to leave their 
permanent ;addresses in sc.neh of work. 
The Government propose to return to the 
conditions that existed previously, so that 
it will be necusary for an elector to have 
onlv OLe month's residential qualification in 
orcler that he maY exercise the franchise. 
I kno ,v that at "the last election many 
workers in Queensland engaged in what we 
may rall non1adic callings were di3fran­
chiscd as a re·oult of the amendment of the 
Acn made by the late Government. 

I am also pleased that another step 
to•Yards progress and democracy is intended 
to be made in the amendment of the City 
0f Brisbane Act. This is another statute 
that wa: interfered with by the late Govern­
ment without very much result other than 
lo::;~ to the Greater Brisbane Council in 
it'} adrniJJlstrdtiou. ..._..\dult franchi~o was 
abolished, and a property qualification 
adopted in its stead. The amendment of the 
City of Bri ,bane Act also provided for the 
creation of an executive and for the elec­
tion of the Lord Mayor by aldermen 
assembled in gcEeral cou11cil. Th0'e amend­
nlellt'> con:::;titurnd an attack upon the dcxno­
cratic system that previously pr.:vailed, and 
that now prevails in other parts of the 
Commonwealth. I am very pleased to know 
that \YC arc to return to the democratic 
principle in connection with local authority 
elections. This will enable every citizen 
to exercise his right to choosP representatives 
in municipal government; and it will enable 
the Lord Mayor to be elected by the majority 
vote of the people as a whole. I am sure 
that these proposals will receive the general 
approbation of the majority of the people 
Df the metropolis. 

Ar:other important matter which will com­
mand the attention of the Government-a 
matter of vital importance to the housewives 
of Bris banc-will be amendments of the 
Gas Act and the Electric Light and Power 
Act. This will enabl9 the Government to 
exercise a control over the price of these 
•commc)ditie~. \Ve were frequ8'1lt)ly told 
dming the past three years that wages 
must be reduced and that the cost of living 
had declined; but the housewife knows full 
well that the decline in the cost of living 
has not been in the same ratio as the red uc­
tion in wages. No reduction has taken place 
in the price of gas and electricity to tht• 
consumer because the companies in contra. 
of these commodities are the friends of our 
political opponents, and belong to a privi­
leg-ed section who at all times receive con­
sideration and protection at the hand;; of an 
anti-Labour Government. The great mass 
of the workers are always exploited and 
atta.cked 'Qy way of wage reductions, 
increased hours, and by the deprivation of 
many other things that tend to a comfort­
able and decent living. I am sure that the 
alteration in the law relating to gas and 
electricity will be received with applause 
by the people. Often I have been asked, 
"vVhy have the Government not taken some 
steps to reduce the price of gas and elec­
tricity?" Wages have been regularly 

reduced over the past few years; bnt no 
alteration was ever made in the price of 
gas or electricity. The people can rest 
assured that, as soon as the law is amended, 
consideration will be given to the question 
of the control of the price of these com­
modities. 

The Governor's Speech refers to a very 
important measure which will aid consider­
ably in the solution of the evil of unemploy­
ment. I refer to a Development of 
Unproductive Lands Bill. I believe we are 
all agreed that it is highly undesirable 
that a very large number of our population 
should be compelled to pace the streets of 
the capital and most important cities of the 
State; and it is, therefore, the duty of a 
Government to make available to those 
people some of the land that is not now 
being used to its full economic capa-city. 
There are such lands that could very well 
be brought into production for the benefit 
of the people and of the State as a whole. 
There are many undeveloped districts in 
this State where a sound land development 
policy can be embarked upon with profit. 
We all know that the wealth of a country 
lies in the development of its land; and it 
is only necessary to encourage the cultivation 
of our virgin lands in order to overcorne the 
present unemployment evil and add wealth 
to the eountry. Up to the present no assist­
ance has been given in this direction; and, 
while there has been a perpetual cry for the 
young man to go upon the land and settle 
thereon, no encouragement has been given 
him to do so. No man can be expected to 
go out and settle upon the land unless some 
assistance is granted him to do so more 
especially if he has boon out of empl~yment 
for some considerable time. I trust that the 
amending Bill will be a liberal one, and 
one that wiil lead to the absorption of many 
of our unemployed workers. I feel certain 
th"'t the Government will give this matter 
close consideration with that object in view. 
Queensland is a naturally prosperous State, 
and a sound land development policy will 
accomplish many things for the people. This 
is a matter that should appeal to the support 
of every hon. member. 

Our greatest evil to-day is unemployment 
It 1s a matter that is agitating the minds 
not only of this Government. but of 8\-en· 
Government in the Commonwealth and the 
11orlcl. I feel confident that the chan>re of 
Government '!ill, after three years of a~gra­
Viltcd depreoswn, be welcome in this State. 
The policy of deflation engaged upon by the 
late Govcr~ment aggravated the lmf'mploy­
ment posrtwn, and created further unem­
ployment. .\s the Premier said at the 
l"Cccnt. Premiers' Conference, if the \1 age 
rcductron policy was contmued as a further 
attack on the \Yorkers' ·wages, the purchasing 
power of the people would be so dimini,;)led 
that the bu·inoss man would not make his 
turnoYcr, and his diminiehcd profits would 
curta.1l the power of money. The remark' 
of the Premier made the other Premiers 
rea iise that the lines along which thev had 
bo0n proceeding for the preceding .. three 
yean wer~ wrong. that some definite plan 
for the creatwn of avenues of employment 
was nccoEsary, and that the policy of defla­
tion would not bnng about this desire. The 
Pr2mie. of New South \:Vales supported the 
Premier; and tho result of the conference 
forces me to believe that a conscientious 
effort will be made to create avenues of 

Mr. Gai1·.] 



50 Address in R(ply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

employment. Up to the present no attempt 
has been made in that direction. The ex· 
Premier and ex-TrBasurer repeatedly went 
South to Canberra and 11clbourne, and re­
turned w·ith a mournful tale of d~pression 
and the need of economy, and further 
economy. If there had not been a change 
of GO\·· rnmcnt. and if the Premier had noc 
attended the Premiers' Conference in the 
<'apacity of a Labour Prernier,. it :vas In­

tended that <1- further reductwn ltl re .d 
wages to the Dxtent of 10 per cent. would 
take place. The Leader of ihe Opposition 
and his colleagtJ.Ss may venture to nntradict 
that ,,tatH1lellt; neverthele'·S it i~, .an uncon­
iroYcrtible fact. IIad that reduction taken 
place, the present economic position '\YOuld 
haYe been aggr.:n-ated. Fortunately, the 
people of Queensland wisely decided to 
follow the present Leader of the Govern­
ment, and, a· the representatiYe of this 
State at the Premiers' Conference, he suc­
ceeded in winning the representati.-cs of 
other States over to his views. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order ! The 
hon. member has m:haustcd the time allowed 
him under tho Standing Orders. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [2.15 
p.m.]: I offer my congratulations to Mr. 
Speaker on his election to his high office in 
this ~'l.ssembly. The appointment is a wise 
selection. On many occasions I have had the 
privilege of testing his capabilities in the 
role of chairman, and I feel certain that 
he will fill the high office to which he has 
been called with credit to himself and to 
this Parliament. 

The people of Queensland have been suc­
cessful to the extent of being able to replace 
the political wreckers who have controlled 
the affairs of Queensland for the last three 
year~. In their work of destroying demo­
cratic measures framed by previous Labour 
Governments, the late Government can be 
likened to the ancient wreckers of Corn­
wall and \Vales, who were wont to lure 
unfortunate ships upon the rocks and thereby 
profit handsomely when those ships broke 
up. By beacons of false promises the poli­
tical wr.:ckers of Queensland who have had 
control during the past three years lured the 
ship of Queensland upon the rocks in 1929 
and pillaged that ship of all the democratic 
measures that the Labour Party had pro­
vided during their fifbcn years of office. 
So wild and furious were those gentlemen 
in their wrecking tactics that theY dirl not 
look ahead. They failed comj)letely to 
see the morass of financial difficulties that 
ensuAd as a result of their efforts in break­
ing up the democratic principles which 
Labour Gmcernments, in their wisdom, had 
legislated for. Undoubtedly hon. members 
opposite have only themsch-es to blame for 
TIO\V being in opposition. They are cer­
tainly in their right place thPre, as the 
people realised after three c·e us of the 
?\.Ioore Government's achninistrution; and it 
is likely that they will remain there for 
an indefinite period. \Vhat hon. members 
opposite failed to realise is that the people 
of any country have the conunon citizen's 
right to \YOrk. By their !er islatioJJ the pre­
vious Government immed1ately proceeded 
to deprive the workers of thie State of the 
democratic conditions that existed under the 
Labour rcrrime. To-day hon. members oppo­
site are so devoid of econo:nic acumen that 
they cannot understand the present pcsi­
lion of the Stat''. They have been the 

[Jlr. Gair. 

toadying tools of big business interesto and 
of the high financial magnates who cuntrol 
their party organi:•ation at headquarters 
The party opposite acceptetl ;,, their 
entirety the sugg0stions and the orders oi 
Sir Otto Nicmeyer, who came here to fasten 
the shackles of the financial J e" s upon t'ile 
workers of Australia. They know aiso th1t 
their Premier and Treasurer at 2.1! times 
upon their visits to Southern capitals to 
attend Premiers' conferences had to accept 
the dictates of the financial magnates as 
against the best interests of the people of 
this State. 

The lutal Commonwealth debt at 30th 
June, 1930, w~s ;t;1,100,597,198. As agJinst 
that the ~1uount of fluid currencT in ~lo1U1 
silver e.nd notes in the Commonwealth to-da 
is only £64,8 .5,428. That is a striking illu,. 
tration of what happcno in financial circle,. 
The pilots of finance, of whom our friends 
opposite take notice, a• e to-day the best 
adopts at kite-Hying in financ0 that you 
can find anywhere in the 1vorld. \Ye h'ne 
a fluid coinage and note is·•UC of £64,C45,42G 
and against it we have a debt of OYer 
£1,100,GJO,OOO. The people Ycho understand 
the financial position know perfectly well 
that a countrv cannot L2 stable when that 
condition of ~ffairs exists. That has been 
caused b~,- our entry into the ln:tr. The 
total cxpentliture by. the Austr .• !ian people 
on account of the war was over £744.000,000. 
I want to know from those people wru 
believe that we should take notice of these 
wonderful fimmcial experts whether they 
consider that a war expenditure of 
£744,000,000 is to be made up by reductions 
in wages on the part of the workers; 
whether t!,ey expect the workers to do the 
lighting and the dying for them, and t!len 
expect them and their dependants in after 
years to pav the piper for that expenditure, 
and to go into the mills, factories, and 
workshops to \Vork for the n1iserable pittance 
that the l\1oorc Government saitl the' were 
only entitled to in the shape of yyagcs dur­
ing the last three years? These are que~tions 
that our fri• nds cannot answer. It is a -.. ell­
kno\Yn fact that finance to da" is in a YCr ,­

chaotic state because of the 'fact that the 
gold st,ondard that v, ao usctl prior to th2 
war 1-yas used for the purpose of e.:..._change, 
and that, LS a re.-,nlt of the nulchinat,ions 
of the financial g-roup during the v; ar pE:riod, 
the control of the cu1-rcncy of the \mrlc! 
got into the hands of iiYo gronp:.:-thc 
Amm·ican group and the British and French 
group. That shows us that Sir Otto 
Nien1e;·er's plan, whir\ ;,yas Q{'CCpteJ by th0 
the late Premier, vas part and puce! of the 
big schmne that hac:; be-en operating through~ 
out the ·world to force do\vn tbe t.andard 
of living- of the workers of tlw \\Ol'ld i1, 
order that they themsell-cs shall !'' a)l finan­
cial benefit there:·rom. 

An 0PPO''.ITI8X l\fE"mER: \Yhat has Scullin 
dc,no' 

Mr. G. C. T \YLOR: Jim Srn!lin fell for 
the Premiers' Plan in the first instance, and 
,-,hat happcnE'cl to him? Had he fought and 
vcmc' to the countF on the Central Hc,l<'rve 
Gank Bill •nd no a~ceptance of the Premiers' 
Plan, there would have been a Labour Party 
in power in the Federal arena to-e~ ,y. That 
wa& ono n1ist :kc which l' rs nwd0; but w2 
arc going to profit by th" mi ,takes nf the 
rmst. and w•o do not intend to fall like 
Scullin did. Our friends OJ1po--itc stotc that 
\VO 1nust pay our respects to high financing; 
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but I say that \Ye shall sooner or later have 
to fight financial institutions to the last 
citch. This country cannot go on as it has 
been doing during the past eleven or twelve 
years. 

An 0PPOSITIOo; MniBER: Borrowing all the 
time. 

:\lr. G. C. T .I. YLOR : We cannot go on 
p<t~~ing out cyery year in interest the huge 
sJm involved, and continue as a happy and 
~c·ntented community. There is only one 
wc·clium of prodLtction, and that is labour 
rrJoplicd in the factories, workshops, and 
fielrh; that is the only system in operation 
throughout, not only this country but the 
\';c,rld to-day, that can produce any wealth 
tcJ meet the. situation as I see it. The 
'nalth to-day is not contained in the bank 
vaults, although our friends opposite would 
have us believe it is. It is contained in the 
production by th,, working class of the coun­
iry through the labour applied to mechanical 
dn·ices in the factories, workshops, and 
fir lds; !'et we are told that the wealth is 
in the hands of the high financial geniuse., 
who arc supposed to operate affairs success­
fnlly througho11t this wonderful country of 
Dnrs. and then, when we want to carry on 
the utility services of this State, we have to 
~o down to the Loan Council and beg for a 
fc w pounds, like the South Australian Pre­
mier had to do when he wanted a few 
pounds to carry on his State. 

\Ve, howev~r·, arc not in the position of 
h, ving to do that. \V c have not stoop,:d to 
th0 position of crawling for a few measly 
pomcds to meet local situations, knowing 
that under the present circumstances we 
~nrmot get out of the ditch. The position 
1s that sooner or later the Labour Party will 
ha vc to tackle the problem from another 
point of view; but, became of the muddle 
hon. members opposite left this State in 
through their financial policy, we are forced 
to compromise for the tir"e being. Hon. 
mc·mbcrs opposite know that sooner or later 
there is going to be a change throughout 
tlw \vorld in connection with the preoent 
syetem .. The ca-ri.talistic system in operntlon 
to-day rs fast f llmg-; and sooner or later it 
will be brought home to Iron. members 
opposite that it has failed, and thcv will 
leave their prcccnt psychology b?hind: The 
realisation will be force·d upon them bv 
Blc·rn measures taken on behalf of the work~J:s 
in industry. Hon. members opposite will 
recognise when the time comes that what I 
nm :!a:,ing to-day is correct. 

\Vc in this State aro not in anv \VrlV 

responsible for the po"ition in whi'ch w~ 
find ourselves. \Ye know that we are part 
and parcel of the British Empire, and that 
thL Empire "ntcred into the war of 1914-18 
with th~ idea of stopping the expamion of 
G0rmauy and her allies with respect to the 
world's trade. No other conclusion can be 
clr,m·n with respect to the cause of the 
Gteat \Yar. The result is that tli'e llriti.h 
Empire is to-da:: on the verge of bank­
ruptcy. and all the remedial mea,·ures pos­
sible in connection with the financial laws 
of the ·~mpirc are being utiliscJ to bolster 
HJ• the tottering 'Ystem of capitalism. Thn 
B8.nk of Eng1nnd recently is~ucd a hug-e 
firluci. ry note i sue in order to put some 
fluid credits, as it 1,:vere, into circulation, so 
<1S to stop the advocates of working-class 

activitic>< in England by givin' employment 
to the discontented workers there. 

We are adopting the same tactics in Aus­
tralia to-day. By going to tho Loan Council 
and getting a few pounds here and a few 
pounds there, and pouring it into the avenues 
where employment can be found or putting 
it into industry wherever it is possible, we 
are endeavouring to stop the rising tide of 
the economic might of the workers. We are 
fearful that those workers will use on us 
the strength that we know perfecily well 
they possess. Our friends opposite rt'!cog­
nise the fact, if thev "·ould onl v admit the 
truth. · -

'\Vhv is it that during the past twelve 
months we have had no fewer than three 
conferences affecting the British Empire 
alone-a conference on disarrnarnent, a con­
ferencc on the unemployment question, and 
now at Ottawa a conference on finance and 
trade stimulation? Why is it that the so­
called geniuses of this wonderful system 
have had to go into conference every few 
months? Is it not a fact that they recog­
nise that gro" ing up around them is a 
seething mass of discontented workers? Do 
they not recognise that in countries outside 
the British Empire drastic changee are 
taking place in the economic structure? \Ye 
must recognise these things if we are going 
tn get anywhere. The Labour Party to-day 
has started out on the right track, although 
it has not gone as far as I would like to 
see it go. Believe me, the unemplo7ment 
relief tax has not a.dvanced as far in the 
higher range of taxation as I would like to 
see it. The mere fact that we cannot offer 
single men and women enough work every 
week to keep them from starving proves to 
me that even the taxation proposals laid 
down bv the Premier in his policy speech 
arc not· advaJ;ced enough to fina.nce what is 
a legitimat0 charge on the community, situ­
ated as it is; but we know that we have to 
mark time-we l1ave to go slowly. The 
mess the Opposition left us in could only be 
compared to the state of a china shop after 
a Herde>rd bull had been in it for a few 
hours. 'l'here is not th~· slightest doubt that 
hon. nwmbers opposite macle a wonderful 
mess of the Treasury during the past three 
y<>a'"', and there is not the slightest donbt 
e'thcr tbat their confreres in the Australian 
Parli >erncnt will make a wonderfull mess 
tiH·ro. too. They are moving fast towf',Jds 
econom·ic deotruction, and it is evident that 
the people realise the position. They are 
like a man standing with the button on his 
rapier watching to see if the other fellow 
is g·oing to take the button off his weapon. 
Although they know what they will have to 
fight for, they heoitate, because they are 
fearful of the wounds that might follow. We 
are suffering to-day in respect of unemploy­
ment because we do not reali,·e our true· 
economic position, and do not admit 
economic fundamentals. 

Mr. TOZER: \Ye 1gree that you do not. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: Hon. members oppo· 
site never did, because psychologically they 
are incapable of doing it. Their reasoning 
faculties are not sufficiently developed, and 
their tutorship in the past has not been 
such as to give them the outlook ncce"ary 
to cope >'ltb the position as we see it to-dt1y. 
Let me place ]Jefore hon. members the 
remarks of one of the leading economists 
of the day, Dr. Nicholas Mun·ay Butler, 

Mr. G. C. Taylor.] 
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President of Columbia University, United 
States of America-

" The economic, the social, and the 
political convulsions which are shr king 
the whole world are without a parallel 
in history. It is quite futile to draw 
curYes and to make charts of how earlier 
depreosions and economic crises in the 
world have developed and how they 
h~"" lul the way to recovery. This 
procedure is wholly futile, because con­
ditions are entirely without precedent, 
and the remedies for these conditions 
will have to be without precedent as 
Wl'lL'' 

That is thu o;,inion of a well-known econo­
rnist, ,..,-ho rec.Ogniscd that different n1easurcs 
must be employed to-day to deal with thn 
problems that confront us; but hon. mem­
bers oppo~i te would go back to the horse 
instead of using the aeroplane in the solu­
tion of our difficulties. Hon. member-- oppo­
site would probably wonder what had 
happened in other countries if they were 
informed that in some of the countries of 
the world employ'"' arc compelled to give 
employment to a certain number of people. 
whether they like it or not. 

l\lr. BRAXD : Do you believe in that? 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: The slaves in ancient 
l<;ngiac d had to be kept b0 the barons; but 
the slave machines of to-Jav are cast aside 
1vhen their masters do not 1~equire them for 
production. They can now starve on the 
outskirts of the factories. fields, and work­
shops. The Bpanish G-ovf~rnnlcnt of to-da v 
have adopted an unu3lwlh- stifi unemploy­
ment policy. I wonder what hon. members 
opposite would -ay if a similar policy were 
adopted here. The policy proYidcs that each 
la11dholdcr must employ a certain number 
of people, and tlwt, if the required number 
are not gi-..-en work, the land can be rc­
gardcJ as <tbandoncd, anJ pooscssion taken 
of it in the nan1e of the \Vorkcrs, and 
or~anis~ d under a local agricultural corn­
lnlttce.. Ho.:.1. mernbe1~s oppo~itc do not 
ap~Jl'( :·1atr• the cc.ononuc pro',~ res.:; that i:5 
Lcmll' m:.dc. (Opposition laughter.) l-Ion. 
~crnber" oppo8Ite n1ay ;,it there and giggle 
1nanel_. a~ long as thcv like· thev cannot 
disturb m·.- equanimity.· "~c ~ndcr;tand the 
wo1:k!IIg-class po~·.ition, whjch is the true 
position, a rcllcx of "-hich c1n be found 
throughout the world. It is no \Yonder that 
t,hr?11es have craehccl, or ar? tottering_ to 
tncn J.oon1, bectuse tLe countnes haYe L.uleJ. 
to recog_nise tl~iJ true . cconornic vosition "-G 

far as 1t relates to the ,unernplovrncnt of 
the working- class. \Ye mmt place the peoplP 
back 1n en1ploynu:nt; and. if we cannot 
achieve that end by means. of an equitable 
taxatiOn Impost. then sufline1,t mane:· \vill 
have to be found to put them back to' work 
under the capitalistic <vstem until the·· can 
cbangF· the s~\·stein for themsclv·. s. ~ 

1\Ir. BHAXD: \Yhat about !he Douglas 
.soci<ll credit sysicr ~? 

c>Ir. G. C. TAYLOR: The DDLwlas social 
credit s:·stcm "'.viH n1crelv as~ist 

0 

t~ bri!1g 
furth.~r chaos. That systell1 -..von]d lJc quite 
all right if \VC could all conJuct our busi­
ness by means of barter. That would be all 
right :f the hon. member ·was a farmer and 
I wa~ u LootnHtkf'r, and, when l1e required 
~ pon· of boMs, I could take them to him 
Ill exchange for wheat, which I could grist 
mto flour. 1_'hat s~A-,m is impossible. The 
Douglas socwl cred1t system could not 
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OtJCl. Jtc uule:s barter -..vas pos~ible Ly aH 
countrie" irl tltt~ world. Tlw figure. t~,at 1 
La vc given cLurly indicate that there i:-; 1c~'­
f1Llicl credit running through tlw dwum·b 
of industr; in the Cor:-trnomvealth than \\odd 
1ncet the delJt of anv one State. It l.-.; 1nl­
possiblo tD CUlT"- u~n indn~rrv unL ·.-:> ~h~­
npcessarv fluid Cl~edits are rcle~a~·: d into fh•_ 
prorwr (·hannels to carry inJ.n~try to a S'JC 
CL ,-,ful conclusion. Then. 1nust inc-'Yit:J.bh·­
Ue a proper system to direct 1hc fluid cn:tlitv-; 
into tbo:::e channels v;herc they arc rcqu·ireU,. 
so tl1ct the pcl t chaotic s0 .it~m \Yil! not con­
tinue. \Ye 1nn~t not conr:inue the old ~v:-'tcn1 
\'i.·hich chablNl a fl \\ people to obta-in-·~:leal; 
use of t}1:1t c.a-c.•dit and tu "kiru off the proflt~ 
h·orn invcstntf•nt in gilt edged securitie:'. 
1I1Cl'e]y io hank the !HOfit again a:--_ fixed 
deposits. \VP m1 .,t rcg·nhte irHiuc!n-. not 
onlv on tht' fjn. ncial 'jidc but abo c•n rlw· 
pro.ductive side. 

I hope that. when the Government set up 
the Bureau of Economics, we shall have a 
body that will be able to find out whore it 
is possible to create pruJuction, and that 
production shall be created in such a manner 
as not to cause over-production either in the 
markets of this State or in the export trade 
market. \Ve cannot allow the present 
chaotic conditions to become more acute. 
To-day the wool industry is suffering because 
~luring tL-· wa1·, when the British-_,::\ .. n::.;trahan 
\Vool R0alisation Association was control­
ling the affairs of the woolgro\vcrs, prices 
wore inflated, and the', got huge ralce-offs 
when wool attained the price of 3s. lOd. 
and 4s. pet lb. To-day, when a reaction 
has set in, woolgrowers are finding that they 
cannot secure for their product sufficient 
to pay the cost of production. Why? 
Because, when conditions wore good, they 
never attempted to secure a solution of the 
difficulty. They never looked ahead. The 
result is that the wool industrv to-dav can­
not do anything to help itself. That is 
because they talk about a price le vel fo;­
oxternal trade. Price levels are thinf's \\"hich 
are created by the banking institutions and 
" falling trade balance. The fallirw trade 
balance is boletereJ up by a higher exchange 
rate. Consequently, \\hen the overseas buver 
comes here to buy our wool, for \Yhich ·he 
might pay 1s. per lb. in normal times he 
in collusion with the brokers. offc·rs' g,{ 
per lb. oulv because of tire adYC'rsc rate· of 
exchange. "The woolgrower has to take that 
offer whether he likes it or not because tkre 
is no corn petition an1ong the buyer_·, They 
have a gentlemen's understandi.:Jg, such as 
the hon members opposite bclic,-c in. The> 
difference between 1s, aud 9d. per lb. repre­
sents something which thn growers of wool 
should have received, but did not because 
of this hcnonrablc understandino-. The 
rehabilitation of this State will 1~ot anse 
from palliative mea ures. It. will onlv come 
about by the fixed determination ~n the 
part of the p~oplc to get from the financial 
J e:ws the nece:::sary amount of f:iuid cnrrcncv 
to put into in~ustry. B:-· putting that fluid 
currency ~nto mdustry and controllin:l' the 
pro cl uct of the md us try we shall be a bl c to 
make good. It is a positive fact that 
people who read onlv the "Courier" or 
''Daily Mail" cannot" get a good grip of 
what is happening in other countrie~. \Ve 
are called on to face post-war problems later 
than did European countries. \Ye are asked 
to pay in full the war debts of this countrv 
which accrued during the 1914-18 period. 
We have been asked to pay the total of 
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£104,000,000 in pensions from the year 1919 
to the vcar 1931. Vv e are also asked to pay 
£7,800,000 a year in war pensions, ':'nd meet 
the interest on the total war debt, mcludmg 
the cost of pensions and commitments to 
soldiers of close on £9r0.000,000, and of a 
total national debt of £1,100,000,000. We who 
are part and parcel of the British Empire 
are asked to meet those obllgatwns to the 
last penny. 

Yet, upon peruc.ing the columns of the 
"Financial ])i~est" we read that tho 
united St.,tcs ,;f America bas hrrd to remit 
a huge sum of money to the various coun­
tries whicli are debtor to her in respect of 
war loans. BccallSe it was burgled by 
rcpudiatory methods, that country has had 
to remit 53.5 per cent. of the total war debt 
of Belgium 25.1 per cent. in respect of 
Czech-Sioval<ia, 52.8 per cent. for France, 
19.7 per cent. for Britain, and 75.4 per cent. 
in reopect of Italy's war debt. Mussolini 
is the gr~atest repudiationist that the ·rm:ld 
has ever se-en; yet hon. Inembcrs oppos1to 
believe in Facicm! Furthermore, Poland 
gets a remittance• of 19.5 per cent., Rou­
mania 25 per cent., and Yugo-Slavia 69.1 
per cent. of its tota.l war debt. Being the 
greate't creditor nation, the United States 
of America has had to give to these people­
Great Britain includ •d-a huge stllll of 
money approximating £2,000,000,000. That 
has been du·l to the one fact that those 
countries will not pay. A great financial 
writer has stated that it would be better if 
the United States of America wiped the slate 
clean, because not only have they given the 
remittances that I have stated, hut they 
have had to pom· into Germany and other 
parts of E1.1rope 12,0(·0,000 gold marks per 
ammm \Yith which to stave off the tide of 
Bolshevism. Those are facts statE>d by 
men who are reputed throug-h the world to 
lmow what they arc talking about. To-day 
we fmd that Germany is not paying her 
war reparations. In 1914, 1915, and 1916 we 
•·cere led to believe that we were going to 
pr.rticipate in the war reparations; that 
,\·e \VOre going to havo a wonderful country; 
that the country would be made fit for heroes 
to live in. In order to stabilise her finan­
cial position Germany has borrowed more 
from the United State' of America and 
Britain than d1e owes to these countries. 
£240,000.000 was spent in the rationalisation 
of the Ruhr from 1924 to 1927; but that did 
no good. To-day German,- is on the eve 
either of Facistic control or of Bolshevism; 
yet hon. members opposite bclicv" in the 
perpetuation of the system \Yhich makes 
tl1c ;e conditions possible. 

Hon. members opposite believe in low 
wages. Their idea is that the \Yorl,or shmld 
be heaten economically into the ground; 
that the \Yorkcr should have no opportunity 
to obtain a higher standard of living, 
although that standard was promised to him 
when he went away to fight for the country 
that we live in to-day. \Vo ask tbnt we he 
giYen some relief from the huge payment of 
interest that "cc are committed to in this 
country. Nay, we demand that in the 
interests of tho worh:er because we cannot 
find the money. It is useless to say that the 
},ustrahan people can pay a debt of £170 
18.o. 7d. per hewd. I ask hon. members 
opposite to use their economic faculties, if 
they pm:,e" any, and tell me whether during 
their regime it was possible for any work­
ing man to commit himself and his family 

to a debt of £1'10 18s. 7d. per head with 
any prospect of being able to repay it. We 
had the spectacle during the last three years 
of single men travelling the country starv­
ing. Fancy a single n1_an walking· around 
this country starving, and knowing that he 
0\Cces £170 18s. 7d. ! 

:Mr. BR.IND: He wouldn't worry about it. 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: But hon. members 
opposite wo1.1ld \\·orry ,about it immediately 
the man secured work. Sir Otto Niemeyer 
worried about it., becausr~ that was one of 
the reasons why he visited this country. 
That was whv we bad the Premiers' Plan 
force•d down o~r necks. Hon. members oppo­
site believe that that debt should be paid to 
the last penny ; but they do not know in 
what manner it should be met. The fact 
remains that we , annat meet that debt and 
treat the workers of this country as they 
should be treated. The Labour Party says 
that the time will arrive when we cannot 
meet that debt. 

0PPOSI'riON :!\.IEMBERS: Repudiation! 

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: We know that Great 
Britain has repudiate-d a debt. The gentle­
man who provided the outline of the Pre­
miers' Plan is a director of the Bank of 
England-a private institution with a charter 
from the British Government, which has 
been handling the finances of the British 
Empire, in many cases through the Both­
child group in France and the ::'&organ group 
in America. If we had our just dues, we 
would not have to pay a penny of that war 
debt to the people concerned. 

\Ve in the Labour Party know the posi­
tion, while hon. members opposite do not 
know it. Vi' e are endeaYotuing to the best 
of our ability to put the working class on 
a decent plane. The programme of the 
Lal)our Party will not bring about the 
millennium, but it will improve the con­
ditions of the \\'Orker. \Ye can do better 
than hon. members opposite did. \Ve are 
going to lift them out of the morass they 
are in, and give them better condit!ons of 
employment and more food and clothmg for 
the children. In their pre--ent position the 
industries of Australia will not provide for 
any great ameliore,tion of conditions because 
of the fact that many people who follow the 
party of hon. members opposite are behind 
Mr, Brucc and his policY, and the policy 
of the Kationrrlist Partv is not to bmld up 
secondary industries, not to create trade in 
this country, and not to create a home mark~t 
which, after all, is the only marl<~t tha.t will 
prove to be any good to the pnmary pro­
ducers of thi. country. \Ye have to get down 
to bedrock on this question, whether we like 
it or not. We m·ust stimulate our local 
industries. The purchasing power of the 
working class must be increased, and an 
effective demand must he created-not a 
false demand. An effective demand must 
be created in the home market in order 
to stabilice the industries of this 
country. Unless that is done, \VO are 
not go.ing to nmke any great headway. The 
Labour Party know that they arc only build­
ing from the bottom up. \Ve know that the 
£150,000 that is to be put into the building 
trade will prove l)eneficial to that industry. 
The loans to farmers and settlers will prove 
to be good to thoee people; and the works 
programme of the Labour Party will pro­
vide work for many unemployed <rorkers 
for whom hon, members opposite had no 
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54 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

consideration in the past. The programme 
of the Labour Party, as laid down for this 
ses;;ion, is one that can be commended to 
the people; not that it is going to accom­
plish the millennium. We do not believe 
it will; but we know it will put us back 
on the road leading towards stabilisation; 
and that is thu main thing. We know that 
it will accornr1lish something by filling the 
stomachs of the children that to-day are 
empty. Our friends on the Opposition 
benches took no notice of hungry children, 
of the single man, or of the married man 
who had a wife and five children because 
they believed he could live and pay rent 
on 32s. a week. \V e are to-day expecting to 
get out of that position; and we can only get 
out of it b' accomplishing what I have 
pointed out, ·and getting down to bedrock, 
discussing the economic factors before us, 
and doing 90mething of a nature that will 
afford stability and not only temporary 
relief. 

In the Governor's Speech there is included 
a Bill entitled "A Metropolitan Milk Supply 
Bill." That is a Bill which I can commend 
to the members of this House, because I know 
the primary producers who will operate under 
that measure. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPE.\KER: Order ! The 
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

The PRE:\1IER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) [2.55 p.m.]: I have listened very 
carefully to the various speech<:' that have 
been made since the commencement of 
this debate. I want to take this opportunity 
of congratulating the new members of the 
House on the speeches they ha vo made. 
They indicate that they are men who are in 
earnest-men who have made a study of 
the subjects they have dealt with, and men 
who, with experience and training in this 
Parliament, will become worthy ropree,nnta­
tivcs of the people. 

I listened yesterday to the speech of the 
Leader of the Opposition; but it was a 
epeech which contained no inspiration of 
any kind, no idea of a constructive charac­
ter. and made no contribution to the solu­
tion of the problems of the prc"ont time. 
The hon. gentleman contented himself largely 
with a tirade against the present Govern­
ment, who have only been in office for a 
few weeks. \Vith a flourish of his hand 
he passed over the failures of the past three 
yf:ars, and never attempted to deal with the 
real problems with which this Parliament 
is called together to deal. 

'\Vhat is the situation to-day? We know 
that the position of Queensland and Aus· 
tralia is very critical, and that the prob­
lems of finance and employment transcend 
anything else. \Vhat were th0 contributions 
made by the past Government in regard to 
thc,~e two important matters? We know 
that the period during which the State 
financeq were handled by the ex-Treasurer 
was the most tragic in Queensland's history 
since we first obtained self-government. The 
record of the past Government was one of 
deficits, amounting in . the aggregate to 
almost the entire defic1ts Queensland has 
had from the beginning-record deficits, 
record unemployment, record despair and 
difficulty for the people carrying on the 
industries of the State. \Ye realise that on 
account of the fall in price levels the 
national income of Australia has been seri-
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ously affected, and there has been less income 
to distribute. That required very careful 
readjustment and handling; but I c1aim 
that, with the resources at the disposal of 
the past Government, the severity of tbf' 
blow upon the people should have been con­
siderablv diminished and normal conditions 
continued. We know that immediately that 
Government obtained power they pur-ued 
a police; of retrenchment and deflation­
not as a result primarily of what is known 
as the Premiers' Plan, or the }; iemeyer 
plan, or any other plan, but because they 
followed that course instinctively as a 
result of the conservative traditions of their 
party. They believe in a policy of low 
wages and high profits. They believe in a 
policy which has as its final result proflb 
for the few, enrichment for the few, and 
want and (\'eneral poverty for the many. 
Expressed in terms of the Nationalist Party, 
or under any other name, we know that 
is basically and instinctively the poiicy 
which the Moore Government and their sup­
porters pursued, with the result that not 
only did we have a piling-up of record defi­
cits but also record unemployment. Unem­
ployment exactly trebled during the period 
the past Government were in power. Hon. 
members opposite claim that unemployment 
has increased in other States. That is true. 
They claim also that unemplovment is a 
world-wide problem. That also is true. But 
I say very definitely that the policies of 
Governments can either aggravate unemploy­
ment and intensify the people's sufferings, 
or diminish the amount of unemployment 
and alleviate the distress which economic 
conditions cause to certain of the less for­
tunate members of the community. 

The po!Jc; which hon. mmnbers opposite 
pursued was one which had the result I 
·dc;,cribcd; and, as a consequence, the Govern­
ment which had such great opportunities, the 
Govcuuncnt which rnade so ruany .att-,'actlve 
prorniS< '• were dealt ,,,, ith b~· the JWOple in 
a manner which is finallv the lot of all those 
who bL~rav a trust. No Governt11ent made 
more atb·,active promises than the Moore 
GovcrnnJCnt; no Lody of nwn ruore cynically, 
callously, and brutaily betrayed the people 
who put them in their position of trust. 

'l'he Leader of the Opposition referred to 
m:: policy speech, and made reference to 
what is known as the Premiers· Plan and the 
attitude of this party thereto. I have no 
wish to burke the issue in any way. Every 
act of this Government is in accordance 
with its general policy as outlined in the 
interests of the people of Queensland. If 
we are not in a position to do all that we 
desire, we shall certainly take every oppor­
tunity to do everything we posoiblc can for 
the welfare of the people of this country. 
This is what I said on behalf of my col· 
leag·ue.s in Labour's polic~ speech-

" Various projects have b•'en embarked 
upon from time to time in reference to 
the finances of Australia, \Vo had the 
Nicrneyer plan, accepted by the J'.Ioore 
Uovermnent, and later on, when that 
failed, the Premiers' Plan was adopted 
and impos.~d bv the Government as part 
of its policy. The Labour P;crtv opposed 
that part of the Premiers' Plan which 
proYided for arbitrary reductions m 
wagec, pensions, and social services. It 
has already been disclosed that this 
scheme has also failed to produco the 
results that its sponsors claimed for it, 
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and Labour criticism generally has been 
amply justified. J'i"ot onl? ha,, it failed 
to ~chieve budget equilibriun1, but 
further unemployment has resulted with 
general business sbgnation. The policy 
adopted by the J\ioore-Barnes Govern­
ment in this respect can best be described 
as a povcrt:v competition bct"-ecn the 
nations, each seeking to work its people 
for Ios" wages and longer hours than 
anv of its competitors_ 'When stated in 
this fashion, the fnllacy of such nwthoci;, 
is revealed in all its hicleous nakedncs 

"vVhile the Government have h<'cn 
extremely zealow~ in reducing wages and 
social services, they have shown a very 
tender regard for that section of the 
comrnunit:. ha.ving fixed-rrroney claims on 
the product of industry. Whilst wflges 
were arbitrarily reduced, a reduction in 
interest rnLs can onlv he effected for a 
limited period, and then only b3 cum­
b,,rsomc aprcals to the Law Courts. 
The principal of equality of caeri­
fice comes r-libly from the lips of t,he 
apologists of the late Government; but 
it is obvious that there can be no equality 
of snerifice where inequality of income 
existc. It will be Labour's dutv to review 
the cunditions of the Premiers; Plan, and 
where necessary, give relief from the 
interest burden where it is too great 
for industries or individuals to success­
fully carry. Under modern conditions 
in industry production outpaces solvent 
demands. , It is obvious, tbereforP, that 
the I'emedy for existing evils rn:ust be 
soug-ht in the direction of increa-sing the 
ea pacity of the people to purchase and 
consume more-instead of less-good<'. 
und also ensurB that the results of 
modern machinery and science applied to 
industn and agriculture arc utilised in 
improving the amenities of civilisation 
rather than in enriching the few and 
fnrthcr impoverishing the many." 

lu the course of my policy speech I said-
" 'rhe Preiniers' Plan \Yas conceived 

during a period of bitter and intense 
political controversy. The depression 
complex was widespread amongst the 
people. and deflation and retrenchment 
were the order of the day. 'The Federal 
Labour Government did excellent work 
in effectively restoring a hvourablc trade 
balance for Australia, and the time is 
now opportune for a policy to be pur­
sued free from hvsteria and devised to 
stabilise and rehabilitate our industries. 
It will bB Labour's duty and privilege 
to pursue a policy which will promote 
stabilisa.tion in our internal economy, and 
to support every effort that may be 
made in the Council of the )i'ations to 
bring about normal conditions in trade 
and commerce." 

At 3,6 p.m., 
i;lr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

The PRE'\liER : It v>-ill be 'een from the 
f Greo·oing- that Labour was fully alive to 
the situation. and realised tlw crravih of 
ih rr-sponsibilitiPs and plac{ d a cOnstruCtive 
pro:cramrne befnre the people, which, if 
'.·arricd out in its entirety. will restore the 
pcorlc to that prosperity the loss of which 
,,,-c m much deplore. There is nothing in 
thr natnr<) of wild-cat speculation or wild 
pron1ise•; in such a policy. It is the policy 
that must bB followed sooner or later, if 

this country and the people of this country 
are to obtain those conditions in life which 
are the right of free citizens who are indus­
trious in a.ny comn1unity. 

What is the position to-day? For a period 
a feeling of despair penadcd the entire 
community a-s a result of the depression 
policy to which I have alluded. Every time 
the late Premier and Treasurer returned 
from Canberra they told a pitiful and dole­
ful tale. They gave long statements to the 
press al:lont the necc,ssity for more and more 
economy; of how the people would be called 
upon to live on less; and how they would 
have to be prepared to make grP.ate1· sacri­
fices than ever. The press that supported 
the then Government took up the cry, with 
the consequence that even normal expendi­
ture was seriously curtailed, and that, in 
turn, had a detrimental eiied upon trade and 
commerce generally. We had the para­
doxical spectacle of newspapers v: riling lead­
ing articles inspired by the then Premier 
and 'l'reasurer ad ,-ising the people to curtail 
their normal expenditure whilst at the same 
time in other columns in the same news­
papers business houses >vcre asking the 
people to purchase their manufactures and 
wares. f:io difficult did tho position become 
that large and responsible 'action of the 
trading community representing the adver­
tisers waited upon the a,sociated newspapers 
protesting against this policy, which they 
said \lr,~as destroying their business, and 
dema.nded that a continuation of the ox­
Treasurer's doleful tale should not be per­
mitted. That was the position. 

The depression is as much psyehologiC~l 
as it is economic. The fall in the national 
income means that there is less to distnbute; 
but, if at the same time the people are 
caused to lose courage and faith in their 
country and their capacity to make a liveli­
hood, that fact has a snowball effect. The 
result is that industry is curtailed in other 
directions, unemployment is created, and 
that verv attitud• of mind created tbal; is 
final!v d'estructive of the nation. That was 
the lJosition as we found it. The l\Ioore 
Government that entered office with such 
great opportunities, after hflving mad,.. such 
attractive promi,es, failed miserabl;v to 
c.nn· out their ordinary normal duties to 
thn Btate; and the people at the fir.·Jt oppor­
tunity overthrew them. They thereby cx­
precsed their contempt for the line of policy 
that had been pursued. The people also, 
by the support of the sound and sane policy 
enunciated by Labour, indicated their 
desire and their determination to fight their 
>vay out of their difficulties and out of the 
pre,,ont depression, and thus be true to the 
pionerr,3 who built up the industries of tll's 
ccmntry, thereby making it possible for rur 
insticutior:s to continue to exist. Generally 
spenking, there is throughout Queen_;land 
to-day a better atmosphere. The people 
look fo,rward to the future with more satio­
faction than thev did three months ag-o; 
~nd there is a dosiro among 1nost g'Ood 
citizens of th8 State to help the Go\'ernment. 
in any effort the;v may malm to revive and 
re toro our indmtri<~''. \Vhilst the Opposi­
tion rnay sneer at my st ',tclncnt, it is 
comcthing· which they cannot Gause to C:i•· 
appear. Tho problem of unemployment can 
only be dealt with in a national wa?. It; 
is a matter which affects every citi~r·n in 
the community, and affects the life of t],,, 
whole of our people. If it is going to b0 
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tadclcd effectively at all, then those who 
love their country and have come regard 
for their follow citizens will eo-operate m 
every cfl:ort that is made to relieve the 
difficulty. Instead of that attitude, •DGr­
meating the Opposition .and some ?f their 
newopapers, they aro <;!omg cverythmg pos­
sible to continue to discourage the people. 
Being devoid of certain moral attributes 
themselves, they attribute to. othcTs their 
own ethical defects. In adcbhon, they are 
fearful of others succeeding where :they 
Jailed so miserably; consequent!~·, immedi­
atelv the present Government obtained 
poy,;, r, thel endeavoured to set the stage 
so that the GoYernmcnt could not contmue 
to carry on and give effect to the mandate 
they received from the people. 

Mr. BRH;D: You kno·., that is not true. 

Tho PREMIER : I do not propose to 
take much notice of the hon. member fnr 
Isis whose attitude towards the unemployed 
in this countrv o.1n be gauged by tho fact 
that he inv~sted .n.u..stralian money 1n 
c,ccurities abro:td in order to exploit coloured 
labour. That i, typical of the attitudr> of 
an hon. n1cn1ber who is a. ~hareholdcr in 
such tL concern. 

However, bo that as it may, the position 
as I have stated it cannot be denied. 
Evorv effort that could be made by the 
dcpr~ ved type of politician wa.s made to 
pr~Yent this Government, not only from 
carrvino· out ;ts rnandate to thl' people but 
from a~ting in the interests of the State at 
conferences called by the Commonwealth 
Government and attended by all the St>ttc 
Governments in Australia. That type of 
person hoped that the confrrences would be 
abortive; that, in effect, the Premier . of 
this State would not be able to accomplish 
anything, and that a financial result would 
accrue that would prevent the Government 
from pursuing their activities. That method 
is not new to the party to which hon. mem­
bers opposite bdong. \Ve remember that 
the people who were associated with a dele­
gation that a few years ago went to London 
with the aim "'"d object of preventing the 
Labour Government from carrying on. We 
!mow also that some of these people were 
associated with a movement to cause a run 
on the Government Savings Bank of this 
country. So purblind are they in their 
ha,tred of Labour and everything that Labour 
stands for that these people. will not hesitate 
to injure the State if by so doing they can 
injure the Labour Party or some representa­
tive of that party. \Vhat was accomplished 
at the Premiers' Conference? A most note­
worthy fact at the conference was the dif­
fr.rcnt attitu,de adopted by other Premiers 
to tho,t which was shown bv them to the 
Government who hitherto had represented 
Queensland. Compared with gentlemen like 
the ex-Premier and the ex-Treasurer, the 
prc.sent New South \Vales ~,1inistry arc red 
radicals. 'l'hcy are apparently a somewhat 
different type. They demonstrat0d that 
essentially at the conference, where, instead 
of a desire being manifested to boycott and 
isolate Queensland, it was apparent that other 
Governments were anxious to hco,r Queons­
land's case and to co-operate with this 
State, if at all possible, in solving the prob­
lems that were common to the whole of Aus­
tralia. I have already quoted from Labour's 
policy speech, and have indicated Labour's 
attitude towards what was known as the 
Premiers' Phn. From the conference that 
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was recently held has emerged a scheme of 
national rehabiliLation which is in striking 
(or;trn.~t to the nc:sative inaction 'vhich had 
been the trend of public policy under the 
J\1oorc Government, 

At tho Premiers' Conference the fast 
resolution was submitted by the Prime 
Minister. It road-

" Tl11tt this conference affirms its adher­
ence tn the Premiel's' Plan, and under­
takes to nwet interest obligations and 
to continue progressively to reduce 
budget deflCits." 

Tc that I mov~d the following amendment:-
"That 'this conference of Premiers 

af!irms its 'Lietermimction to meet all 
intere,t obligations, to continue prngrcs­
sively to rrJduce budget deficits, and to 
conduct public policy with '' view to 
reviving industry so as to restore normal 
employment to those of our citizens who 
have neither work nor wages." 

Hon. members will note the essential dif­
ference between the amendment and the 
motion, which is the difference between 
deflation and sustenance. After all, a policy 
may be pursued in the direction of economy 
which in the ultimate remit, as the hon.' 
member for Rockhampton remarked, brings 
about a balanced budget with the figure 
"0 " on either side. That is economy car­
ried to its absurd end. Tho policy that 
was followed on previous occasions was that 
cuts in every form of adjustable expenditure 
should be made, irrespective of the effect of 
those cuts. Everyone must realise that 
necessary economies are essential. ::\ o 
country or individual can continue indefi­
nitely to spend more than it earns; but any 
policy of national economy must ultimately 
fail if it has not as part of its essence the 
giving of an opportunity to people to earn 
their livelihood under normal and decent 
conditions. 'l'hat was the new note that 
was definitely struck at the conference­
that economies of themselves were not 
enough; that cuts of themselves were not 
enough; but that the restoration of Aus­
tralia was dependent on a policy being pur­
sued that gave work and wages to those of 
our people who now have neither. That 
was a position that had never been stressed 
before-one that was ignored by the Moore 
Government, who took pride in the fact 
that they had reduced "ages more and 
sacked more men in proportion than any 
other Government had done. As a matter 
of fact, the result of that attitude is shown 
in the figures that I previously quoted-an 
accumulated deficit of approximately 
£4,000,000; unemployment trebled during 
the period they were in power; a deficit of 
over £2,000,000 last financial year on the 
Estimates. When we attained office, we 
found a deficit of £2,750,000-a situation 
which was very largely of the latf' Govern­
ment's own making. They did not appear 
to realise that they must frequently spend 
money in order to earn it. They did not 
realise the elementary essential that, before 
" Stato tudgc't can be balanced, the people 
who comprise the State must be in a posi­
tion to balance their own budgets. 'l'he 
final resolution that was carried by the con­
ference read-

" That this conference affirms its 
adherence to the principles of the Pre­
miers' Plan of 1931, and undertakes to 
meet interest obligations, to continue 
progressively to reduce budget deficits, 
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and to conduct a public policy with a 
view to reviving industry so as to restore 
normal employment to those of our citi­
zens who have neither work nor wages." 

The expre,sion of opinion of competent 
observers is set out in the daily press under 
the following captions. For instance, the 
Sydney "Daily Telegraph" of 30th June, 
1932, had this :-

" NEW EXPRESSION OF AIMS OF UNITED 
GovERN:J1ENTs.'' 

The Melbourne " Age " of the same day 
had this:-

" LABOUR PREMIER DESIRES A CoNsTRuc­
TJVE PUBLIC POLICY." 

The Canberra "Times" of 1st July, 1932, 
said this:-

" The adoption of the conference reso­
lution constituted a victory for the 
Queensland Premier, Mr. W. Forgan 
Smith. Mr. Forgan Smith's amendment 
altered the resolution submitted by Mr. 
Lyons so as to include the provision 
that all the Governments of the Com­
monwealth should pursue a vigorous 
policy to revive industry and absorb the 
unemployed." 

:-.Tow. the cs~cntial differencE' involyed 111 

the ado;Jtio:l of that a ttituJe must have as 
a result an improved outlook for the people 
of this conntrv. The methods hitherto em­
ployed by th,; i\1oore Government were in 
the nature of the old method of bleeding 
the patient whatever ailment he might be 
suffering from. That was known as phlebo­
tomy. If the p~tient did not escape from 
such type of doctors, he invariabl0 died; 
ancl that is the analogy which obtained in 
regud to the ex-Tn asurer's policy. 'l'hc 
people we,·e being gradually affected hy an 
anrPnlic condition which was likelv to 
destroy the patient. Fortunately for the 
people, they v:ere able to f, .. ,_ ape fron1 "Dr. 
Bnrnc · " and adopt the open-air and health­
giYing policy o£ a Labour Govcrnn1cnt, 
which gi1·co the natural resources of the 
State an opportunity to be used in the 
interests of the people. 

In addition to that, I would call atten­
tion to the significance of the year "1931" 
in the amended resolution. That was placed 
there dclibemtely to exclude from the reso­
lution e,m· decisions arrived at at the April 
conference, at which th·e ex-Premier, Ivl:r. 
Mom·e, and the ex-Treasurer, :Mr. Barnes 
represented this State. It was proposed at 
that conferenco-

" Th<tt the State Parliaments take 
the necc-5::try action to elnpO\YCr arbitra­
tion courts and wages boards to fix 
\Yag-es in accordance with econon1ic con­
ditions." 

Mr. KE:-<NY: What is wrong with that: 

The PREMIER: What is wrong with that 
is what they considered to be economic con­
ditions. Tho people who ask what is wrong 
with that belong to that cl ass of people 
who can bear with great equanimity the 
sacrifices that are forced on others so long 
as they themselves are unaffected therebv. 
The proposal was that all wage-fixing 
authorities should complete the reduction 
of real wages by reducing them 10 per 
cent. below the level of 1928 where that 
had not been done. 

Mr. KENNY: The court would have done 
that. 

The PREMIER ; The political bantling on 
the other side who persists in interjecting 
says that. the court would have done it. V>Te 
know that the court would have done it. 
The proposal really w .ts to hand over to the 
Commonwealth Arbitr.ation Court supreme 
jurisdiction in regard to the ba,ic wage 
and standard hours. That court had laid 
down as the principle of fixing wages in 
accordance with economic conclltions a basic 
v;·age 10 per cent. below the " Harn::!ster ' 7 

standard. The '' Harvester " standard was 
established in 1907 and was dc>scribccl hy 
the late Judge Higgins as a roug-h and ready 
approximation to justice, enabling men to 
live like human beings in a free community. 
The present Federal Arbitration Court, 
owing to the adjustments in accordance with 
what they call economic conditions, has re­
duced that standard by 10 per cont.; and the 
proposal, as pointed out hy the hon. member 
for Cook, was to hand over the power of 
wage-fixing to tho court, so that the stan­
dard wage of Queensland. in common with 
al1 oti::ter States, would have been the 
"Harvester" standard. less 10 per cent. 

1\Ir. KENNY: That is not right. 

The PREMIER: That is the position in 
ito entirety, so that the changed vie'' ex 
pressed in the resolution-·--

Mr. KExNY: That is deliberately untrue. 

1\lr. SPEAKER: Order! I have alrParly 
had to warn the hon. member for Cook. 
I ask him to withdraw the expression "That 
is delibera tcly untrue." 

Mr. KENNY: In cleference to you, l\fr. 
SpPaker, I withdraw the statement, but the 
fact remains. 

:\Ir. SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber rnnst withdraw the statement nn­
resencdly. 

l\1r. KEXXY: I ha Ye no desire to leave 
the Chamber, and I will withdmw the strrte­
ment. 

The PRE2UIER: An hon. member who 
cannot be loyal to his own leader during 
a general election cannot be expected to 
behave himself with the necessary decorum 
in this House. As an indication of the 
changed conditions following on the recent 
conference, not only has the menace of that 
general w.ages cut throughout Australia been 
averted, at least for the present, but a new 
and healthier outlook is evident amongst 
the community generally. This was recog­
nised; and a recop1ition of the change in 
policy was set out by Mr. Stevens, the Pre­
mier of New South \Vales, when he said-

" I would stress at this stage that a 
continuance of the relatively buoyant 
conditions in certain industries, of which 
there has already been some evidence, 
and an expansion in other directions, are 
almost solely dependent upon the adop­
tion by this conference, and by the 
various Governments of Australia, of a 
sound economic policy of reconstruction 
that goes beyond the sole consideration 
of the technical balancing of Govern­
ment budgets, though, of course, we 
recognise that that is essential to national 
recoyery . ... 

"'Ne have, however, to look ahead 
and be sure that the source' from which 
we derive essential revenues shall not be 
impaired by excessive economies. If 
that happened, we should set up a new 
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Vlcwus circle in which the economies of 
one year wo Llld create occasion for fresh 
oconmme' in the next-rendering budget 
balance n1ore ren1ote." 

'The conference favoured the flotation of 
a national recovery loan of £15,000,000, to be 
raised oYer a period of three years for the 
undertaking of public and private works 
of a permanent and reproductive character. 
That is dcunitely part of the policy that has 
been accepted b:"· all the GoYernments m 
Australia-n, policy of providing work and 
wages for oul' people, and recognising the 
need for the revival of our own industries 
and the conditions which must precede com­
plete restoration and budget equilibrium. 

The loan is referred to as a " National 
llcconry Loan of £15,000,000." We do not 
suggest that the spending of borrowed money 
in this direction is going to b~ the means of 
solving the unemployment problem; but it 
should be the means, if carefully used, of 
providing useful work for our people durin~t 
the transition period that appears to be 
with us at the present tim·e. 

We realise that it is much easier to destroy 
than it is to bc"Lilcl. The "\Vreckc1·" Govern­
ment which has just disappeared has left 
rrutch d(•bri-3 ·r.ehllld it. In :..;olllt' c.asPs 
through it', poliriral n1alcYolcnce. and jn 
other case' through its basic ignorance, it 
created a set of conditions from which it 
may take the people some time to recover; 
but a commencement must be made; and a 
commencement is made by stopping the rot 
that had set in and using the resources of 
the State to provide useful Y.·ork for our 
people under normal conditions. That has 
already been a"hievod to a certain extent. 
We cannot contemplate the indefinite exist­
ence of a largo body of men forced to work 
under intermittent relief conditions. I do 
not think the Moore Government realised 
the implication of what now exists in that 
respect. I say definitely and with all the 
emphasis at my disposal that, if intermittent 
relief continues inuefmitely, the morale of 
the nation is i!Oing to be destroyed, and the 
ccuntry will be hehding to final and complete 
national bankruptcy. The best that can be 
said for intermittent relief work is that it 
provides sustenance for the people who can­
not get it in other directions. To some 
extent it provides work for those people, 
but, apart altog-ether from its economic 
implications, what of the effect of this system 
on the people who are carryinr; it out? It 
is a form of employment which they recog­
nise in many cases is only employment pro­
vided for the purpose, giving no useful ser" 
Yice to the coutulunitv-.,orncthinQ.' i11 "'Yhic!J 
they can take little or no interest. It is a 
form of employment in which opportunity is 
not given for the display of initiative or 
the natural ambitions of men. It holds no 
future for those who desire to have a suit­
able future. Under those conditions the 
effect upon the men concerned is very serious 
indeed. 

.:\ fc'v vcars ago a nro~~t exhaustiYe jnquirv 
into poYerty and uncn1ployrnent ''vas rnadc b)· 
a Royal Commi sion appointed by the Bal­
four Government in Great Britain. That 
comrnission presente-d both a rninority and a 
majority repm·t, with recommendations. 'This 
documc:nt, \vhich is to be found in the 
parliamcntar:T library, should !Je read by 
e~~ cry rncrnber of Parliament. The inqulry 
was the most cam plete investigation of 
the problem that has yet been made. Both 
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the n1ajority and n1inority reports agr:ce 
that the problem was not one of how to ueal 
with the mwmployable; but the problem 
was how to pTevent the unemployed from 
becorniLg unemploya!Jle. 

That is the problem of to-day. Through· 
out the length and breadth of Queensland 
organisations have been built up for the 
purpose of providing suitable work to 
enable Australian citizens to earn enough 
to keep bad:; and soul together. 'This is 
costing in the vicinity of £1,750,000, for 
which cxpenclitme in the past very little 
real return wao secured. It is the objective 
of the Government to discontinue the system 
that now obtains at the earliest possible 
moment. Every effort will be made to put 
the unemployed ba0k into useful work­
work in which th• v can take an interest 
\vhilst it is progressing. In that endeavour 
wo invite the co-operation of all local 
authorities and of all public bodies of every 
description to <tuist the Government so that 
WP can cut out the social cancer which is so 
ra-pidly eati1eg oat the very vitals of the 
nation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. 
gentleman has exhausted the time allowed 
him under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. WlLSO-" (Ji'ortitude Valley): I beg 
to moYe-

" That the Premier be g-ranted an 
cxte11sion of time to enable him to com­
plete his speecl1." 

Il1r. SPEAKER: Is it the will of the 
House that the Premier be granted an ex­
tension of time to enable him to complete 
his spe-,ch 'I 

HO:'>iOcRABLE ME1IBERS : Heal\ he ;n ! 

The PREMIER : I thank hon. members 
for thei'l- courtc,,y. Our people are ottpable 
and industrious. All that they require is 
the opportunity to earn their own livelihood 
in a manner which will be benefici d to 
themselves and to this great Commonwealth 
of ours. The Government will not hesitate 
to do everything nece~sary to bring about 
that result. 

Dealing with the revival loltn, I should 
like to pomt out that 1,400 additional men 
have already been directly employed. I am 
now dealing with the number of additional 
mon that have b«"n employed since this 
Gm·e'l·nment came into po\ver. I repeat, 
1,400 add1honal men ha ye been emploved · 
667 additional men have been employeZl by 
the :1lam Roads Commission, and it is 
;.ntic,ipated that 8,n additional 270 will be 
employed by the end of the pres»nt month. 
There are 303 additional men employed on 
public estate improvement road work as 
compared "ith the middle of June. Under 
the winter relid scheme approximately 
1.900 men are engag,ed on productive work 
nntlatcd !Jy the Land Administration 
Board. Thr sum of £200,000 has been 
ad\ anced to local authorities to enable them 
to carry out wDTks and services of value to 
their people, and which will afford employ­
ment to a large number of men. 

The situation, as I see it, is a very diffi­
cult one. l'Jo one can ever claim to be able 
to perform miracles in this regard; but I 
do say that. the attitude taken up by the 
PrCJniers' Confcrcncp and 1 he decisions 
arrived at-I refer to all members of that 
conference-together with the policy they are 
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carrying out, must bring a definite improve 
ment in the conditions of the people of this 
country and lead to ,:restored hope and 
help people into employment. 

Another phase of the speech delivered by 
the Leader of the Opposition is that relating 
to the sugar industry. The reason why the 
Government made reference to the sugar 
industry in the Speech delivered by His 
Excellency was to call public attention to 
the need of something being done to pro­
tect the existing arrangements in that indus­
trv. I have always taken the view that 
th"e public interest transcends that of any 
private individual, whether he be a member 
of Parliament, the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, or anyone else; consequently, when 
any industry in Queensland is being attacked 
-and unfairly attacked-we should endea­
vour to secure the support and co-operation 
of all sections of the people. 

I regret, however, to note in this regard 
that the ex-Premier attempted to put the 
blame for the existing position on Mr. 
Scullin, whom the hon. gentleman charged 
with having failed to ratify the existing 
agreement. The Leader of the Opposition 
has made some deplorable statements in his 
time, but none so deplorable and inaccu­
rate as that. The agreement as it exists 
to-day was an agreement between the Fede­
ral Government and the Government of 
Quec'mland. 1t was approved of by the 
Government of which Mr. Scullin was the 
leader. It was approYcd ulso and ~ig-nod 
by the Leader of the Opposition as the head 
of the Government of Queensland. That 
agreement set out conditions which were to 
prevail for a term of years. It set out the 
price of sugar, the rebates which were to 
be given, and provided for a review of the 
prices and conditions at the end of 1934; 
but the embargo was to be continued for a 
further period of two years. No question of 
the ratification of an agreement in connection 
with the industry has ever previously arisen. 
Who has ever suggested that an agreement 
between Governments requires ratification? 
Surely Governments have a right to enter 
into contracts one with another for and on 
behalf of theil' people! It is an eyeryday 
practice. International law is dependent on 
agreements being made and carried out 
as between Governments representing dif­
ferent countries throughout the civilised 
world. A contract w Ls entered into between 
the Commonwealth Government of the day 
and the Government of Queensland. In 
effect, it provided that conditional on the 
Queensland Government doing certain things 
within their ambit and within their power 
of control, the Commonwealth Government 
in their turn should place an embargo on 
the importation of sugar, and do other things 
within their scope, power, and control. 

Now it is proposed to review that agree­
ment, and the question of ratification has 
been raised by tho Leader of the Opposi­
tion. How does this question of ratification 
arise? It is due to the fact that a member 
of tho Senate has moved an amendment to 
a measure now before the Federal Parlia­
ment. Such a question never arose before, 
and it is only brought to light now bY an 
amendment moved bv a member of the 
same political complexion a~ hon. members 
opposite. Yet the Leader of the Country 
Party has the temerity to say that :Mr. 
Scullin should have ratified the agreewent! 
The agreement which was entered into pro-

pcrl.: and honourably by the Federal Go­
vcrrJmeht and the Queensland Government 
comtitutes a contract between two Govern­
ments, and, so far as the Queensland Go­
vermnent arc concerned, we hold that the 
contrac10 should stand. 

HmrocRABLE IVIE"IBERS: Hear. hear ! 
The PREJ\11ER: \Ye do not propose to 

adopt the doctrine of the scrap of paper 
-the doctrine which was proclaimed by 
General Bernhardi in 1914·-tha t a contract 
only binds a nation so long as it is to its 
interest to obscne that contract. To follow 
such a policy would be destructive of all 
sound principles of government, and would 
have reactjon'l of a most ~crious nature. 
I hope, l1owever, that in this matter wise 
and sane counsels will prevail. Tho case 
for the sugar industry is one that can be 
clearly and definitely stated. It is wrong 
to assume that the mgar industr .' has been 
};(ranted advantages in excess of other indus­
tries, The Queemland sugar-•rrowe1· is re­
ceiving slightly less for last year's crop 
than wa" given by this Parliament as far 
back "s 1915. Three reductions in wages 
have taken place among those who work 
for w-ages in the industry, and they, in 
common with all other c,2ctions of the com­
munity, hn>·e their difficulties due to thL' 
existing fall in price levels. 

I do not desire to extend my speech unduly, 
but shall content myself with saying that the 
policy enunciated in the Governor's Speech 
is in accord with the mandate which we 
received from the people. To the fullest 
extent of our powers and opportunities we 
will pursue that mandate legislatively, 
and administrative!, will give effect to the 
pledges which >ve solemnly gave to the 
peopl~. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES (lVynnum) [3.48]: 
I am sure that ev~ry hon. mcmbel· v.:ts 
delighted to have the pleasure of listening 
to the Speech of His Excellencv the Governor 
at the opening of Parliament." Moreover, I 
am sure I am voicing the centiments of all 
hon .. members when I say that we are ex­
rcedmgly plc<rsed to have a gentleman of 
His Exceilenc:, 's standing and connection 
associated with the government of this 
country. 

I take this opportunity of congratulating 
you on your appointment, }\fr. Speaker, 
,. nd to express the very sincne hopo that 
your health may be fully restored. Whilst 
we are very keen indeed in fighting for our 
different sidf"•, there is something bigger in 
party politics than that which has to do 
with a wish that one associqted with anv 
party should suff,,r by illness; and I sincere]:,. 
trust that you, Mr. Speaker. may soon be 
restored to perfect health and strength. 

As an outcome of wmc of the speeches 
delivered to-day-I am referring more par­
ticularly to the speech of the hon. member 
for l\'ormanbv-I would not be at all sur­
prised if we · di,d not hear of a, resignation 
so far as his electorate is concerned, because 
it does seem to me that Russia has such 
charms for the hon. member that he ought 
to pack up his traps and leave for that 
country. If Russia has the wonderful advan­
tages that the hon. member suggests, surely 
he will immediately feel it to be his duty 
to join his comrades there and partake of 
all the bkocings that Russia can produc~ I T 
feel that that !'csignation is sure to take 
place. If it does, we may be perfectly sure 
that the hon. member would not be there 

Hon. lY. II. Barnes.l 
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very long before he did as someone else 
did in the history of this country-ask to be 
brought back again-~ecause, after all, there 
is no place like a BntJsh commumty. 

From the speeches delivered by hon. mem­
bers on the Government side it would appear 
that the Premier is going to have a troub­
lous time in keeping his men in order. 

T\Tr. 0' KEE ·E: They were wonderful 
speeches. 

Ho:>l. W. H. BARNES: In certain direc­
tions th0y were most wonderful speeches; 
but I a,m perfectl:r certain that the Premi~r 
will have trouble 111 kcepmg some of his 
supporters in order, because they will wa_nt 
to kick over the traces when they reahse 
the difficult position that exists to-day. 

Before proceeding to reply to some of the 
comments which have bPPn made to-day, 
as ex-Treasurer, I want to say that it will 
be idle for anyone to get up on this side 
and say that the financing of the country 
is going to be easy. No man in his sen .. es 
could truthfully make such a statement. 
There are some things even in that connec­
tion which are bigger than party politics. 
It is the duty of every hon. member and of 
every man in public life to do what he can 
to assist in the restoration of the finances 
and the balancing of the BLrdget. I shall 
have a word to S'LV in connection with the 
balancing of bncigets later on. It is 
undoubtedly essential that our best should 
be gi,·en in order that we may be enabled to 
live within our mea.ns. "\Ve r.1;q talk as we 
like; but, after all, tho goverrmwnt of any 
country is very much like thP p1·ivate i11cJi~ 
vidual. They must liYe within their means; 
if they do not there is going to be disaster. 
That is going to be the )losition so far as 
this State is concerned, no matter who may 
be in charge. 

2\lr. O'KEEFE: Don't vcu ever get away 
from that doleful spirit·? 

Ho:>l. W. H. BARXES: Is it doleful to 
pay your way? It is not doleful. It is 
our duty to the country; and the Govern­
ment should lead the wa~· in that regard. 
I was amused at thu wav the Premier tried 
to dodge, and say he did. nat follow the Pre­
rniPr,' Plan. \Ve listened to him as he 
read those numerous q'JOtations and ncted 
the way in which, somehow or another, he 
sweetened them up a bit. Dnt hB did not 
alter the principle one bit. The principle 
was there just the same. No ono f·ver 
said the hon. gentleman would not get 
money; but we did say that unless he 
adopted the Premiers' Plan he >Yould not get 
any money. Well, the Promi(•rs' Plan has 
been adopted hy him; and he gut a lolly 
at the end that sweetened it up a bit. J 
can im.agino how his follovv representatives 
from the other States smi[,,,J, a •Jd ho'v 1 he 
Leader of the Commonweahh Govern:n<'nl 
smiled, as lJ<e yielded to 1h8 rcqne·t of the 
hon. gomleman in ordec 10 make tl10 posi­
tion easier for him. I do not know whether 
it will be remembered that a message came 
from Canberra-! venture to say a correct 
message-telling the public that in the early 
stages of the proceedings Mr. Hill had to 
whip up the Premier to do his job. Mr. 
Hill, the Premier of South AustJ;alia, and 
a Labour Premier, too, had to tell the hon. 
gentleman to do his job. (Government 
interruption.) 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Mr. Hill is not a Labour 
man. 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: While the Pre­
mier was speaking, I never once interjected; 
and it is only a fair thing that. whe": d~al­
ing with important matters, we. on this_ side 
should be allowed to speak without mter­
ruption. 

"\Ve have to face a position to-day_ which 
has bc•m brought r~bout by borrowmg to 
such a great extent. \Ne have only to ~urn 
up the various statements made, espeCially 
by the head of the Commonwealth Bank, 
to find that the banks themselves are realis­
ing that they have to put on the brake in 
regard to advancing money. At the co':'­
mencement of the Premiers' Plan certam 
steps had to be taken; the anticipated deficito 
approximated about £40,000,000. The Com­
monwealth Bank wrote stating "We havo 
been finding money again and again for 
you. We cannot find any more, and you 
will have to reduce the amount"; and a 
rednction was made bv about £25.000,0' · .. 
One speaker to.day suggested that Liberal 
Gov<'rnments were responsible for the action 
that wa•·• ta.ken. Liberal Governments repre­
sented there must accept their rnponsibility 
for the position; but what was the real 
position in that regard? Australia was up 
against it. Mr. Scullin said-

" No one would welcome a practica,l 
alternative to this plan more readily than 
I would and I should be exceedingly 
glad if 'any hon. member coul_d. submit 
a practical method of overcommg our 
immediate difficulties. 

"Those who advocate the rejection 
of this policy must put forward a prac­
tical alternative, or declare to the world 
that Au•tralia will go on as at present 
until July, and then default, paying to 
its servants, its pensioners, and its 
bondholders less than 12s. in the £1. 
Such· a policy would not reflect much 
glory upon them. I know tha~ they 
declare that the talk of default IS non­
sense and that the banks will come to 
our 'rescue. Thev have a sublime, 
childlike faith in banking institutions; 
but bankers will not risk the solvency 
of the institution they control to save 
any Government or individual from 
default." 

I want to quote the rem·arks of another 
gentleman wGll known to Queens!and~M_r. 
Forde, the repre~entative of Capncorma m 
the Federal Parliament. Would anyone say 
that Mr. Forde is not in sympathy with the 
Labour Partv? I have been told to·day 
that Mr. Hill ha~ lost his standing with the 
Labour Party in South Australia .. Would 
anyone say that Mr. Forde has lost his stand­
ing with the Labour P<:rty in Quee_nsland? 
I venture to say that, If anyone said that, 
it would be called " a lie." Mr. Forde 
said-

" Critics overlook that the deficits of 
Australian Governments · will total 
£70,000,000 next year at the prese.nt rate 
of expenditure. Federal pubhc ser­
vants' salaries are to be reduced, but 
better the substa-ntial return for Labour 
under the plan than no salaries and 
wages if default had come. Better 
reduce pensions along the lines urged 
bv the soldiers themselves than pay noth­
ing or something far less than what is 
proposed under the plan. Better pre­
'rrn' to tho o)d.age .and invalid pen· 
sioners at !oast 17s. 6d. a woek than 
leave them with 10s. or 12s. a week." 
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Surely no one would go so far ·a, to say 
that Mr. Forde would be an advocate of a 
policy of which Labour did not approve! 
Let me emphasise that the decisions come to 
"·ere unanim'Jus, by reason of the position 
that >vas faced by every individual at that 
time. \V~ haY~ bc;,n twitted bv hon. mem­
ben on the other side with not caring for 
thr worker, I say qnhesibtingly that that 
;, a libel. As a matter of fact, no Govern­
ment has cared for the worker so much as 
the ~.Ioore Government; and the evidences 
arc her., to prove it completely. I venture 
to sa v that manv of us on this side of the 
House-and I ir;clude myself in that num­
ber-would not be here if it were not for the 
1 unfidcnce of !he workers. 

~l GoVRR:>DIK'lT :ii[EMBER: \Vhat about your 
party as a whole? 

Box. W. H. BARKES: The party as a 
\rho!c aro hkc myself-they support every 
measure to help the Y orker. I notice, too, 
that nearly every speaker on the other side 
has kept the revind loan in the fcref,·ont 
of his speech. I find, however, that some­
how or other the revival loan they talk about 
is not altogether what we were told the 
reYival loan was going to be. It was to be 
a loan that was to be raised in Queensland 
by Queensland people. \V e were told. in 
arl_dition-told in honeved words-that thev 
had the assur:1nce that they were going t;, 
get tbc rnon~y, But somehow or other 
a!ibough we have not lost the word 
" revival "-any more than we have lost the 
words " ~loore and Barnes" in connection 
with their criticism of the late Govern­
ment-we do not hear so much of how it 
;, to be raised or where it is to be raised. 
),]though it is wonderiul how hon. members 
opr,osite try to make a great deal of the 
reYi'tal loan, it semns to have got a wron(J' 
r.ame. I notice that the name varies. It 
j_, callC'd "The Revival Lo::~n." Then we 
g-et a little bit further, and we have "The 
Queensland Revival Loan." Later on :;_ 
suppose we shall get as far as " The British­
Anwric~n Revi':al Loan," with the emph~sis 
on the " Ar11encan." 

Now I want to touch on one fact to show 
how the Government themselves have blocked 
th·• way to getting a revival loan. Were 
yon not surprised, l\1r. Speaker-and vet 
:vou v:·ould not be surprised, bec,msc. ' 11 
the;e IS anyone in this House who has , any 
betrer knowledge of men than vourself we 
would have some difficulty in firuling him­
"·ere you not SlJrprised that the hon. mem­
ber f?r Herbert was not TreC1SUrer? vYhv 
wa• rt that he was dropped? I will tell 
you why he was dropped. These are some 
of the utterance·• to which he gave voice. 
~" did not bdieve in the payment of 
wterest, an~ he,used the word" \\e," thereby 
l11YolYing h1s Governrnent. He said. "We 
do not believe i11 doing that." Not a word 
was said in the press about the matter 
,,·hiist the hon. mEmber wa,s in Melbourne. 
Even a ftcr he had uttered that unfortunate 
phrase, he kept perfectly quiet. Somehow 
m· other he seepred to have been muz7.lcd, 
and told that },_, was not to say anything 
more. Do hon. members remember when the 
hon .. gentleman r•?turnerl from an historic 
electwn contest in New South vV ales ? I do 
not know :whether h_e then \vore a bell-tonper, 
but I thmk he drd. He had assisted to 
return Mr. Lang to power; and I well 
rPmcmber how be threw out his chest, and 

said that he was honoured in being able to 
help ::\Ir. Lang back to power. But why 
was he dropped as he has been? Speaking 
in this House on 23rd June, 1931, the hon. 
gentleman said-

" I want the 
only in Australia 
sacrifice all their 

He also said-

interest-mongers, not 
but of the world, to 
intGrest.'' 

" Ii the Premiers' Conference had done 
the right thing, they would have devised 
a plan to wipe out the whole interest 
burden." 

Did he do the right thing when he went to 
Melbourne? 

Mr. BEDFORD: Did he say that? 

HoN. W. H. BARl\ES: Yes. I quote 
from "Hansard." 

l\1r. BEDFORD: \Yell, you shock me. 

HoN. W. H. BARi'\ES: The hon. member 
was shocked when a certain incident 
occurred in tbe far North on one occasion. 
I want to know if the present Secretary for 
Public Lands advocated his policy at the 
lust Premiers' Confm·ence. Did he say that 
his Government were going to raioe a Queens­
land Revival Loan of £2 500,000, and that 
they wore not going to pay any interest? 
Does that principle still dominate the "we" 
on the other side of the House? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Sir 
James Mitchell said that that rum was very 
nice. 

Ho:-~. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle­
Inall is trying to sidetrack a Yery unfortu­
nate position. I repeat tbat. speaking in 
this House on 23rd June, 1931, the hon. 
gc·ntlernan said-

, If the Premiers' Conference had 
done the right thing. they would have 
devised plans to wipe out tbe whole 
interest burden." 

:::cJ:e also said-
"If we o·n this side"­

with emphasis on tbe "we"-
" had power to do so, we would reduce 
the burden of interest payment to nil." 

\Vill the Quo:msland Revival Loan embody 
those tnrms? (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The same rules 
of debate apply to both sides of the House. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The Moore Go­
vernment have been criticised for loaning 
mo~>ey to the other States, and that matter 
calls for some reply. The Lo::tn Council 
could not exercise any control over the 
manner in which money was expended in the 
respective States, but it did exercise a very 
important control over the amount that 
would be made available. vVhen the Pre­
mier and my;elf attended our first Premiers' 
Coderence in 1929, we held a fairly large 
cash balance. I have never denied that. \Ve 
put in a claim for the expenditure of over 
£4,000,000. It was whittled down. They 
f1ai~d, "You have got your money, and we 
will only give you about £262,000." South 
Australia, which had a very big deficit, made 
application for a like amount, and got 
£4.000,000. The bankers took up the atti­
tude that where monev was held bv a Stnle 
tbey would not advance further s;;_ms until 
the amount held was expended. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTtn!f. : 
Did you say " the bankers" ? 

Hon. W. H. Bar'ne&.J 
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Hox. W. H. BARXES: I said the Com­
nconwcalth Bank, which was doing the busi­
ness of the Commonwealth Government and 
some of tlw other States. During the recent 
election campaign it was said by Labour 
candidates-and the hon. member for South 
Brisbane has repeated the statement-that 
it was true the J>Toore Government had Te­
ccived back the money which they lent to 
the other States; but they lent it at a rate 
of interest le--e than it was costing the Go­
vernment. That is absolutely untrue, for 
such wets not the case. The money wets lent 
through the Loan Council on three occa­
sions, and the rate of interest was fixed 
b,· the Loan Council. As a matter of fact, 
We got n1ore for that money than it was 
costing ns. The late Government honourably 
entered into those transactions. Th<ey wer" 
told that thev could not spend the money; 
so was it not better to lend it to other 
States in Australia than permit it to lie 
in the Commonwealth Bank and allow that 
institution possibly to finance other States? 
The policy which my Government followed 
in this matter was the proper business policy, 
and we f'arncd on that money £104,000 with­
out diminishing thP principal. I shall be 
able to show later on that every penny 
of this money wa, repaid. 'l'here is no doubt 
that every penny of it \\as returned to 
QueenslanJ. This fact must not be forgotten 
v."hcn ,_-e :1re charged with lending money 
to other States; but hon. members opposite 
who held the reins of government prior 
to our adYent to office lent hundreds of thou­
sands of pounds to the other State'- them­
selves. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: 'Ve did not do so when our 
own people were starving. 

HoN. \V. H. BARNES : In justice to those 
States, I am bound to say that they repaid 
the money, together with their interest obli­
gations. As a matter of fact, the money 
was not primarily lent to other States: it 
was lent through the Loan Council, which 
dictated to which Rtate it should go. 

\Ye arc told that, when we took office, 
we h"d eYcr so much moncv on hand. I 
admit the fact. We are told that, if we 
had only spGnt that money, certain things 
would have happened. The fact was over­
looked that we could not spend that money, 
as we were not allowed to do so; but during 
our term of office we spent more than thq 
amount of monev that was left in the Trea­
sury for us. The amounts we expended from 
lon,n nccJunt IYerc-

1929 
1930-31 
1931-32 

£ 
2,811,967 
1,852,921 
1, 7C0,771 

£6,365,659 
With respect to the 1931-32 period I am 
taking the estimated amount-I mav' not be 
right .'0 far as the actual sum is concerned. 
Thgj, shows that most of the moncv was 
spent on works that were necessary. ('would 
remmd hon. members on the Government 
side that the repayments which have been 
made under the auspices of the Agricultural 
Bank, etc., were commenced by the late 
GO\·ermnent. Hon. members on the Go­
vernment side may take credit for that 
but they ca.n•wt m·erlook the> fact that tfH: 
M oore Government were responsible for 
o"J·rying- out the work. 'Vho, I ask was 
r<osllonsible for opening up land and for 

f 11 rm. IV. ll. Barnes. 

the rush of applicants for land, even in the 
district represented by the Secretary for 
Public Lands? The Moore Government, of 
course! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : You 
diJ. nothing. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Even if that were 
so-and it is not-I would prefer to be­
associated with my own party to being asso­
ciated with the hon. gentleman, who stated 
that he was not prepared to honour his 
obligations. 

It has been stated that the present posi­
tion in Queensland has been brought about 
by the actions of the late Government. That 
is incorrect. The financial position in A us­
tralia has been largely due to the facility 
with which Governments wore able to bor­
row monev. A most respected member of 
the community, and a member of the Labour 
Party, the late Mr. David Bowman, once 
said that we should be very careful in our 
borrowing. Our trouble hae been brought 
about because in the past we borrowed too 
freely. In the sphere of local authority 
work we looked on and encourar.:ed the 
spending of money when money was plenti­
ful. Now, when we have to do so, we do 
not like to f<;>ot the bill. 

The preeent Government will require to 
be very careful lest they rush into another 
big loan expenditure which will only add to 
the interest burden of the State. We effected 
a reduction in the interest burden during 
our term of office. The figures which I am 
about to quote state the position explicitly. 
When Labour assumed office in 1915, taxa­
tion receipts amounted to £954,457, or £1 
Ss. 2d. per capita. When Labour relin­
quished office in 1928-29, taxation receipts 
totalled £4,671,652, or £5 1s. lld. per capita. 
I have put my finger upon what is partly 
the cause of unemployment. Government 
members may scoff to their hearts' content 
at people who employ labour, but it is a 
fact that_ when taxation becomes onerous, 
people have to effect economies, and in doing 
so have to dismiss employees. No hon. mem­
ber likes to be associated with the dismissal 
of an employe"" but if you have no money 
with which to p.1y him you have no alter­
rtativc but to cli nniss hirn. for vou eau not 
ask him to work for nothing. ·In 1930-31 
the taxation receipts amounted to .£4,272,566, 
or £4 10s. 1d. per capita, which was a 
reduction of lls. 10d. per capita on ihe 
figure under the Labour regime. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : You 
increased the incidence of taxation. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: The hon. g-entle­
man will havr an opportunity of speaking 
in this debate. I urge him to be careful 
what he does say. 

In discussing the revenue position of 
the State, the Government have made a 
reference in the Governor's Speech to the 
question of the exchange rate, for which 
probably £1.000,000 will be required this 
year. Let me trace the position during our 
tenure of office. In the first year there was 
a small deficit; but that was handed down 
to ue by our predecessors In our first year 
of office the exchange only amounted to 
£10,000-I am .speaking from memory. In 
the second year-again speaking from 
memory-the exchange amounted to 
£540,000; and in the last year the exchang& 
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as £1,037,000. That is the po,ition; and 
t11at 1nonc:~ had to con1e frmn-,rhero ·: 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC \VoRKS: It was 
left overseas by the Labour Government. 

Ho:o~. W. H. BARNES: That show., how 
much the hon. member know, about iinance. 
The position of the wool industry has a very 
big Learing on Queensland and on Australia. 
gellerally. It is not a party matter. Any­
thing that we can do to help that industry 
or the sugar indu-stry it is our duty to do; 
anci ., should v:ork hand in hand and heart 
to h .• crt in that regard. But what is the 
position? rrhe alnount of in~ome tax received 
from the pastor a lists in 1924-25 was £725,416; 
in 1930-31 the amount was onl0 £91,114, or 
a shrmkago of over £600,000. Then we know 
the terrible shrinkage thoro was in income 
tax g-enerally; and '"c ln1ow the shrinkage 
there \'.as in connection V,"ith railway..,, As 
a matter of fact, wo had to faf'e a position 
\Yhich wa• unique in the history of Queens­
land. I say the position in Queensland to-day 
has been brought about by the recklessness 
of the Labour Government when the•· weTo 
in office, '':'hich will be absolutely rwo;,ed by 
the followmg figures :-

Year. 

19H-15 .. 
1928-29 .. 

Return fron1 
Loan Works 
and SerYices. 

£ 
1,707,729 
2,552,210 

V er~ 
rentage. 

86'4 
49'3 

In the year 1928-29-the last year of the 
Labour Go~cornmcnt-the loan expenditure 
.did nut earn half the amount required to 
pay interest on the 1noney borro\ved. I arn 
not opposed to borrowing provided the money 
is c" pended on "ervices that will return 
intorest. During their term of fourteen 
ycau the Labour Government borrowed 
£55,293,157. 

The SLCRET.\RY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : How 
did they spend it? 

Ho:,. \Y. H. BARNES: They threw a lot 
of it away. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: No, 
they did not. 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: Oh, yes, they did. 
I wa,nt to remind hon. members about some 
of those State entnprisc ;-some of those 
" crook " things they put the rnoney into. 

The SECRHARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: vVhat 
about tho abattoirs? 

HoN. \V. H. B),R"'ES: We never found 
one pcnuy for the abattoirs. The hon. mem­
ber ou,· ht to go to school again. The policy 
of hif' GoYPrnnient land :cl the C"ountrv vritb 
a load of debt, which the hon. member was 
a party to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORKS: \Vhat 
about Sf"l)arators? 

HoN. 'IY. H. DARNEd: Evidently the 
hon. rnc•rnber knowTs something about 
.scparaton=. 

The SECRETARY FOR PvBLlC \VORKil: I read 
the paper and sa"iv it: and your .colleagues 
kne-w something about it. 

HoN. \Y. FI. BARNES: i am hero to-day 
ro dnswer for rn~·self, and l1on. nwmbers 
can follow up every detail of my career. 

Earlier in my speech this afternoon I 
made some reference to what the Premier 
was told by Mr. Hill. Let me quote the 
printed report of the incident to show just 
what ::1-lr. Hill said to the hon. gentleman 
at the Premiers' Conference-

" l\1-r. Forgan S1n:ith (intr•rj(<~ting) ~ 
It Pxtcnds the plan in a most important 
direction. 

" Mr. Hill: \Yell, no one has ever 
contended that the plan was unalterable 
and hidebound. nfr. Forgan Smith 
should go back to Queensland o.nd tell 
his people tho facts about the sacrifices 
that had to be made and position that. 
har1 to be faced. There was no escap<. 
The thing to do ''as to face up H'l-

it ancl frank \vith tbc people." 

An 0P!'0''1TTON :\lE}lllER: \Yho sa;cl that­
a Labour Prcrnicr ! 

IIo:o~. \Y. H. BARNES: That 'ns mlL' 

friend, :\Ir. Hill. 
The SECRE1'1RY FOR PuBLIC \YoRK'': A 

L'-'bour "rat,'' who \\-a'J prep u·LJ to thro\­
AustraE:1 to the ?\ationnl Party. 

HoN. \Y. H. BARXES: I take it that, 
where big Al!~tralian affairs arc coHct•rnC'd, 
it should not be Mr. Hill, a Labour Pre­
lnior, or ~lr. bmith, a Labour Pr ~n1ier, or 
a Nationalist Premier, but a man who is 
out to scne Australia. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOHKS : These 
butter sales so em to ha ye hit you a bit. 

Mr. SPE~\KER : Order ! I expect :illinis­
ters to 'il t an example by refrainj11g fro111 
interruption. 

Ho:s-. W. H. BAR::\'ES: I said a little 
\Yhile ago that Yery largelv the preYious 
Labour Go,-ernmonts were responsible for 
Australia's de[icits. In 1930-31 tho total 
deficits of Australia wore £3r.662.947, of 
\Yhich an1ount two Labour Go, crnmonts 
were rhponsible for £23.53·0,514-nai.wl;, 
I he Commonwealth Government and the 
:-Je,,· South \Vales Government. 

Our total loan expenditure in 192l-29 was 
£3.248,429; the amount allocated to m was 
£251,471. 

Mr. SPEAKER: OrciN! The hon. mem­
b-,r has f'xhaustcd tho time allmved him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. DEAC0::\1 (Cunningham): I beg to 
nwv-e-

" That the hon. member for \Vvnnum 
be g-ranted an extension of t:ii'Iu~ to 
enable him to complete his speech." 

Mr. SPE),KER: Is it the pleasure of the 
IIouse that the hon. nwmbor be grant~d an 
c·\tension of time to enable him to complete 
his speech? 

flONOURAl.ILE ~riEMBERS! Hear, hear 1, 

HoN. W. H. BARNES: I am cleeplJ 
obliged to hon. n1e1nbers for granting nF• 
this extension of time. 'l'he total loan OX· 

penditure in connection with the ..:\.gricul~ 
tural Bank in 1931-32 was £1,700,771, and 
the amount allocated was £300,000 . 

Xow I want to draw attention to state­
ment'' which have been made by hon. mem­
bers opposite to the effpct that the :\loore 
Govt-~rnn1ent YiTCre responsible for .cutting 
clown the payment for services which are 
Fndered by the people in the community. 
and generally for a reduction of ".1ges and 

Ilon. 11". H. Barnes.] 
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purchasing power. On 6th October last the 
present !'remicr qid-

"By the drastic and sui:lden curtailment 
of expenditure, by the dimissal of thou­
sands of ern ployees and the repercussion 
of that policy on the general community, 
there lws been a considerable shrinkage 
in revenue which has increased the 
deficits of the present Government." 

Those statements are refuted by facts. Let 
hon. members consider these figures, which 
show hov· Stat" revenues decreased in the 
period indicated-
--------~----------

1 

New 1 1 
Year ended 30th 

June. 
South 1 Victoria. Queens-
Wales. i £ i lard. 

I 
£ Millions. I M"lli 

~'i:illions.l I ons. 
___ ,1 -- ---1--

1929 
1931 

Reduction in revenue 

50·44 I 28·15 I 16·73 
40·92 1 25·57 I 15·07 

9·52 2·58 1·66 

I ha \O taken the figures for the three largest 
States. I admit that South Australia 
appears to the best advantage, and that 
vVestern ~\ustralia appears to a slight advan­
tage alco; but the figures I have quoted 
prove that the statements of hon. members 
opposite were altogether unsatisfactory and 
unfair. I want to point out also that, whilet 
\\-"0 havo been accused of having incurred 
the greatest deficits, as a matter of fact the 
State that depctrtod from the Premiers' 
Plan-="ev. South \Valec, under 1\fr. Lang­
came out worse than any other State in 
Australia. It has had a tremendous debit 
balance, and the position was altogether 
unsatisfactory. 

On the other hand, what is Queensland's 
position in regard to floating debt: The 
following statement shows the floating (un­
funded) debt of each Government on account 
of overdraft (deficits) and Treasury bills:-

Dec., 1930. Dec., 1931. 
£ £ 

Commonwealth 10,000,000 18,445,000 
~ew South \Yales... 18,565,000 31.004,000 
Victoria 8, 726,000 12,736,000 
Queensland 

The pleasing fact is that, although the total 
unfunded debt of the Commonwealth and 
States increased from £48,250,000 to 
£77,535,000 during that period, the Moorc 
Government so guarded the finances of th1s 
State that uot one penny of that amount was 
attributab!0 to Queensland. 

The SEORET"\RY FOR PcnLIC LANDS: "What 
about the defl_?it you left? It was £2,076,00.] 
last year. You never pa1d your way. 

Hox. vY. H. BAR:0JES: The hon. gentle­
man will be able to tell us what was done 
when he has the opportunity. \Yhat does 
the Commonwealth Auditor-General say in 
regard to the position?-

" Such bor1·owing is onlv a modified 
form of inflation, but, like all Govcrn­
nwnt borrowing, reduces the amount 
available for productive industry . . . 
{\!together, the position is very' disquiet­
mg and omphas"es how imperative it i·· 
that all necc·ssary steps, hov1ever drastic 
or difficult, shall be taken to ensure 
the ba!ttn~ing of the budgets. To wipe 
off these accumulated rl0ficienc8s Rnd to 
keep current expenditure within the 

[IIon. W. II. Rarnes. 

available is a stupendous task, demand­
ing not only sound financial administm­
tion, but the earnest co-operation and 
ready c.acrifice of the people as a whole." 

Hon. members opposite have said that cer­
tain action was noo taken bY the late Moore 
Government because we preferred not to tak0 
it. In reply to that, let me quote this 
extract from a letter from Professor L. U. 
Melville, Economist to the Commonwe.dth 
Bank Board, to the Queensland Treasurer, 
on 31st October, 1931 :-

" In the case of Queensland, the Com­
monwealth Bank Board would be pre­
pared tu provide money, if required. to 
finance a roYenue deficit not exc.~eding 
£760,000, and an expenditure on loan 
works up to the end of December of 
£188,200. As Queensland held cash 
balances at 1st July. 1931, amounting to 
approximately £1,980,000, the Board of 
the Commonwealth Bank has inferred 
that no financial as istance will be re­
quired by Queensland this financial 
year.'' 

Hon. members opposite ha vc referred to 
1\Ir. 'l'heodore again and ag·aill. Are hon. 
members opposite going to doubt some of his 
statements? This is an extract from a letter 
from him when he was Commonwealth Trea­
surer to the Queenela.nd Treastucr under Jate 
18th Novembc;· 1931 :-

"Apparently it is your desire that 
Queensland should hrwe the right to 
receive advances ibis vcar so • that it 
may maintain a rescrv:e of cash. The 
Loan Council has, however, ncYer issued 
Treasury bills to enable any Govern­
ment to hold a resenc of caoh. To do 
this in present circumstances would be 
placing an unnecessary strain on the 
banks. I do not think tho Loan Council 
would be justified in approaching the 
banks for moneys for this purpose. nor 
do I think the banks would be prepared 
to rnake an advance in sue h a case. 
'This view a.ppoars to have been adopted 
also bv ihe Economist of the Common­
"· ea!th" Bank in his letter to the Under 
Secretary to. the Treasury. Brisbane, a 
copy of which accompanied your letter 
to me." 

It has been said that we did not try to get 
this money. The Leader of the Opposition 
referred to a resolution moved by me at the 
Ijcan Council. Thi,; is the rp"olution: ·--

" That the Commonwealth Treasurer, 
when applying to the Commonwealth 
Bank for further supplies of loan mo:.,,y, 
include the proportion allotted to Queens­
land for the half-vear ended 31st Decem­
ber, 1931, also that State's proportion 
of anv amount which mav be mad" 
available for the half-year "ending 30th 
June, 1932 ; such sums to be provided 
l)y the bank as and when required by 
the State." 

That resolution was rejected by a majority. 
In fact, the only persons who voted for it 
were the representatives from Queensland. 
It is absolutely incorrect to say that we did 
not try to get the money. That statement 
has no foundation in fact, and is made 
purely for political purposes. Speaking as 
the ex-Treasurer, I realise the gravity of 
the present position. It is the duty of every 
public man, whether he be on this side or on 
the other side of the House, to do his best 
to assist this country. That will be the 
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policy that will be pursued by mo, and I 
believe will be adopted by the part:' on this 
side of the House. Queensland is bigger 
than personal ambition. Queensland is an 
important part of Australia; but, even if it 
were the least attractive part instead o£ 
being the most attractive part, it would be 
our duty as representatives of the people 
to assist the State in evor:i possible way. 
vVe must lift Queensland. The policy pur­
sued by our Government had commenced to 
lift Queensland. Hon. members opposite 
may take some credit for any improvement 
l}rought about by us, but we shall all rejoice 
because Queensland is improving. May the 
dav soon come. 

Mr. BEDFOP.D (Warrego) [4.39]: After 
nine months suspemion of Parliament it 
seems almost like old times to he.,.r the hon. 
member for \Vynnum excusing his political 
stupidity and getting rid of his political 
venom with the deprecatory air of a curate 
at a mother"' meeting. He quoted a quantitv 
of nieani11glcss figures-meaningle-, "\Vht_l 

divorced from any attempt at comparison. 
To hear millions juggled with by a. man with 
an eighteen-penny mind cannot impose Uj:lOn 
this House or upon the counh-y. Havmg 
been left with money b:- the out-g·oing Labour 
Government, and while local authorities, the 
Agricultural Bank, and the State Advances 
Corporation, ,,-hich advances money for the 
construction of 7,~orkers' homes, were clan1-
ouring for the use of that money, the hon. 
gentleman's Go.-ornmont saw lit to put ns 
deeper into the dcprc'·"lion that was begin­
ning by lending the money in the South. 
No excuse can wipe out that het. 

:Mr. J',loORE: \Yo wanted to get our money 
back whc11 we wanted it our Jyes. That is 
why >Ye lent it. 

Mr. BEDF(JHD: \Yln- eouldn't , ou get it 
back the other way? " 

Mr. MoORE: Wo got it back. 

Mr. BEDFORD: As a matter of fact, 
the ]l,loore Government said, b': their action, 
that thev belieycd that the local authorities 
and othor borrowing authorities in Queens­
land offered them h os sceurity than the 
people in other States, particnlarly because 
the' were lending the money to Govern­
mci;ts of their own political faith. 

l\lr. MOORE: They wore not. 

:V1r. BEDFORD: They were. 
:VII·. JVIOORE: Some of the money was lent 

to South Australia. 

:VIr. BEDFORD: It was also lent to Yic­
toria. 

Mr. Moom·: Mr. Hog an was the P remiei' 
of Victoria. 

Mr. BEDFORD : 1 wish to congratulate 
vou, Mr. Speaker, on your accession to the 
highest o!Iice in Parliament. I hope your 
health will improve, and that you will be 
long spared successfully to fill the Speaker's 
chair. I am quite sure from your gruelling 
experience for the last three years in ·oppo­
sition that you will show more kindness and 
tolerance to the Opposition than was given 
to us by the then authoriti<?·, in the House. 
In any case, it is certain that you will not 
throw out four members for exposing a pla­
card showing that the lYioorc Government 
had broken its promises into a million frag­
ments. Neither do I think that the new 
Chairman of Committees. l\1r. Hanson, whom 
I wish to congratulate also, will be guilty of 
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silencing me for having used geological 
terms, or that he will not permit mo to 
use tho vvords "n1arine tertiary," ar)parcntly 
belicYing that it shonld hav8 been brougltt 
up on the Estimates of the Health Depart­
ment. 

The present Government haYe already 
been charged with ha Ying broken prol.:dso-~. 
[n that respect I vi··h to rnd the state­
ment of a groat, good, and glorious stntes­
man, made in 1926, a•· reported in ''Han­
sard, '' vol. exx,,ii., pago 24-

"It seems extraordinary to me that 
people should go out before nn election 
and make absolute]" definite statements 
and put them o..-e~r the ~ignature~, of 
reliable and authoritati>'e campaign 
director·, and then immediately they are 
returned go back on ''h ,t they said they 
would do. That is the thing to which I 
take l'XN ;,tion. If Wl~ arc to havo 
honesty of goYernmcnt, if y, o al'c to 
llavc the people votinll' for .,-hat they 
believe thev want. surelv Go,·~rnlltPnts 
,hould fa ithfull::' carry -;,ut what they 
say they will do ~" 

That great stato,nwn was the prc' cnt 
Le 1dcr of the Opposition. Then he promised 
£2.000,000 and 10,000 jobs, and promptly 
fot got the whole busi ncss. The Opposition 
attack us for having strayed frmn the 
V1 e1nier~' Plan, but I believe that the L1·,;t 
delegation from ftis Government did groat 
work in altering the vhole appeara.nce of 
that plan from >Yhat it was, for it y-a, 
1n<)rely ~ pla!l for tbo chopping of 'iYagLs, 

tho cutting do·""ll of the purchasing power of 
1noncy) and the clcopcning of the .Jepr( 
oion. As to its incidence, we have to take 
tre statement of 1\Ir. Tunnccliffc, lhe tholi 
Acting Premier of Victoria, as reported 
in the ~,lelrourne " Areus " on 27th April 
last- ~ 

"At this stage Mr. Tunnecliffe referred 
to the discu"ions at the Premiers' Con­
ference. He spoke of the manner in 
which the other States, notably (]uoens­
land, \V estorn .\ustralia, and Tasmania 
had ob:erved the Premie,s' Plan. 

" The Premier of IV cstcrn Australia 
(Sir J ltmcs l\Iitchell), ho asserted, had 
said quite plainly that his State could 
not meet its obligntions. 

"The press was not present when that 
statement had been made, but only th" 
publicity agent of the Federal Ministr.J. 

" The Queensland representatives had 
also asked: '\'\'hat is the use of under­
taking to carry out these proposals 
when we know wo are not a.ble to do it?' 

" For ha If an hon r the Prime 11inistcr 
and the .Assistant Minister, Mr. Druce, 
had pleaded with the representatives of 
these States to vote for the continuance 
of the Premiers' Plan, because they must 
prPscrve solidarity. 

"Both the Premier of Queensland (Mr. 
Moo re) and Sir J ames Mite hell had 
shrugged their shoulders and said: 

'We cannot meet our obligatiom.'" 
:\h. Moon~: Quite untrue. 

)Jr. BEDFORD: 
" Subsequently Mr. Bruce asked Mr. 

:\Iooro if i·te ,- ould vote for a continuance 
of the plan, and Mr. ::\Ioore noddPd. 

"Mr. Lvons then asked Sir J ames 
:\Iitchcll, ,~~!Jo also nodded, but almost 

Mr. Bedfo1·d.] 
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"t tlw same time said, ' I ha vo to .•otn 
for it'-

" ' But I know damn \Yell we cannot 
du it.'" 

:\lr. :\Ioom:: I said I could not sav we 
\YCL~ lJ t .:rrv it out with an clc•rtio11 cov1ning 
on in Quec~'3lanc1. be- 1use we did not knoY:' 
r1hc v,-ould be in pnwer. 

:\Ir. IlEDFOHD: I am g·lad of that intcr­
jf, tion, hcrause the contintlanco or tlH' cxtQn­
sion of the Prc•rni:._·r~' Plan \Vas depe11c1cnt on 
ancihcr cnt in V, ng·-·s recommended by these 
alkgr>d oxpcrt~ 

~\!r. =d:OORE: Th~t was turned do,,-n by 
.ell uf ns. 

C.lr. BEDFORD : Turned dmn1 he, .1u''' 
thPn! y;; s 811 L'lection earning 'lll 111 Qnrens­
l:>J;<]~ 

" Tl1o roprc.rntatiYes of iJy .e Sh ('" 
told 1\Ir. B.• uco uwcliclly that they c mld 
unt tncet tlH:!ir obligations unless they 
had loan n1cney. 

"...::\.cting Premier Tunnccliffe. in a 
'tatemont (o the press, exposed the real 
intentions of the Torv Premiers •.nd 
thr~ir so-c:tllcJ experts. u 

"Tlw proposal, put fonvard, he said. 
,.,.ere for "11 States to set aside all Arbi­
tration Court a"-ards, and that ~inglr 
ut1''tnp1o:vcd n1en r"hould be g·ivou einploy­
ntcni: in the rural jndu:;:.t·rics at 5s. a week 
and their tucker." 

Tlw position r:-rior to this Government com­
ing iitto power v:as not much better. 

:\h. :\IoORE: 2-Ir. Tnnnccliffe left the con· 
fncuce before tLat took place, so that what 
you arc reading is pure in1agination. 

:\Ir. BEDFORD: It cannot be pur.• 
inH1gination. Either it is true or the n1an 
j., a liar. 

At pag·e 24 of "Hansard" for 1926 the 
0x-Pre1nier said~ 

" If we are to have honesty of govern­
ment. if \Ye are to have the people vot­
ing· for what they believe they want, 
surely Gon'rnments should faithfully 
c·arry out v·hat they say they will do .... 
n,•fore I make a promise I want to see 
that I have the ability to carry it out." 

And then the hon. gentleman who is now 
Leader of the Opposition promised £2,000,000 
for 10.000 jobs, and then he did not carry 
nul his protnise. 

During the speech delivered by the Pre­
rui, ·r the hon. member for Cook interjecterl 
that, something was a ·dclibe?rate untru1-h. 
I am open to correction, but I believe the 
<iatf'ment was made bv the Premier that a 
further cut was intended. The statement 
that it is a deliberate untruth is disproyccl 
In this~ 

" vYHAT ARE ' REAL \VAGEb'? 

'" The. tcrrn 'real wages' used by the 
con1n1ittre of cconornists in their rccmn­
Jnendations to the Pren1iers' Conference, 
now·. in ~e<.;sion, having perplexed 1nany 
of 1ts readers, the Melbourne ' Age' 
made inqc1iry of the Commonvealth 
Stati :tieian, Profe~sor Giblin, who is al~o 
a mernb0r of the economists' committee. 
Giblin said the idea was that the cost­
of-living adjustment should bo applied 
t.o wages as \vas done in n1ost c :tse·; by 
t.ho Arbi+r,ttion Court. \Vhen the 'real 
wago' was tl~ns arrived at, a further 
reduction of 10 per cent. would be made. 

[lvi1·. Bedford. 

Ho explained that if the wage or .salary 
,,-as £6 a week. and the cost-of-li,-in~ 
adjustn1e::l1~ was 17~ per Cl'nt. (as it i . ., 
computed to be in Victoria) there woL!lcl 
be a deduction of £1 1s., bringing down 
the ''age to £4 19s. This £4 19s. would 
h~ rc2·arrl<•d as the 'real wag·o.' Then 
the ~a··per C"·nt . .,"·m!lcl b· applied, rcduc­
mg Jt to £4 9s. 

Of c·oursf') th('t't'' ar~ ycry few pf~oplc g>.•ttiug 
£6 a week in Amtr,Jia to-day, so thc>t !he 
po:-:ition on tlH• prc·-cnt dcbaBC'd brr:5ic \'.age 
ratP, if it bad bocn subjected to con-
tinnPd Pr _rlli(~r...,' Plan as b · th:s 
tn'n1endously julportant t: •onon1ists . c 0Ill­
mlit :,_ \Yould ha~,~e meant a \Yage slightly 
aho1·c the present relief rates. 

Mr. KENNI': Tl1" PremiPr sa id tlJat l 
advocated that. That is what I said was 
u!:truc. 

~\Ir. DEDFOBD: The better yo11 advocate 
it the wor~r; it will get on. 

Mr. KEKNY: Tell us why you diu not get 
into the Cabinet ? 

Mr. BEDFORD: I will tell the hon. mcm· 
ber, but I pledge him to the utmost secrecy­
I die! not g-c't suf!ieient Yotcs! I may tell 
tht..' hon. nH :nbcr, howeyer) that I ha\-e uoyer 
nsl.;c·d anvonc for anv political :3Upport; and 
I n sent ~·en nmeh the attempt of the hon. 
1nen1ber to n;:J ke a gricYancc of any apparent 
ingratitude for good service. 

I am glad to !mow that the Governor's 
Speech contains a cheerful statement about 
the number employee! in gold prospecting. 
I ha Ye often said in this HoLJBo that Aus­
tralia Is a co:untry of such tremendous 
resources that practically only the sun­
burned gold has vet bec.u discoYorcd, which 
happenrtl at the' worst times as at Kal· 
goorlie after the tyranny of the bankmg 
svstcm, which then tcn1pornrily ruined 
"<\ustralia. Just as Kalgoorlie and Gool­
gardie \YOre discovered to bring Australia 
back to prosperity, and incidentally to 
show us what a stupid thing conJidcnce or 
the revival of it is when we know that no 
new fields are now in tlw making. 
£16.000,000 haying been lost in the banking 
smash of '93, "" few months later, Kalgcorlie 
and Coolgardie having been discovered and 
produ('ed 4,000 oz. of gold worth £16,000, 
that was sufficient to cancel out the 
£16,000,000. 

Although commercially gold is one of the 
least valuable of metals, being used for 
wedding ring>'. false teeth, and the squar­
ing of international obligations, the fact 
rcn1ains that gold is earning back again both 
in \Vcstcrn Australia and Qu0ensland to give 
this country a new prosperity and at the 
same time give it a prosperity w.ith, I hope, 
no loss of memory of the deprcsswn we have 
passed throug-h, that loss of ;nemory . is 
directlv t·raccable to the optlmJsm of the 
people' in the countr:-.. After a three yt>ar.,' 
drought if you took t\\"0 squatters standi~.g jn 
the rain and asked if they had fm·r·ottcn the 
lesson of the drought ·just finish~d. they 
would say, "vVhich drought? " . Similarly 
Australia will rapidly come out of 1ts present 
condition of becalmcclncss~becalmedncss in 
inclustrv~but the fact remains we shoulcl not 
forget 'the things which broug-ht us there. 
We should recognise it is dear money and 
consequently low prices of commodities 
which brought us where we are. No country 
of this kind can stand the luxury of a war 
that cost £900,000,COO. Later on I shall have 
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a little more to say on the general condition 
of Australian finance, but meantime it is 
well to say that it is io be hoped that none 
of this prosperity, which I believe is coming 
will ea use us to forget the trouble we ha v~ 
been in so that there will be- a possible 
recurrence of it. 

The promised Mortgagors and Debtors 
Relief Hill comes as a welcome relief to 
qmte a lot of people in this State. There are 
firms here that I know of with assets of 
:£200,000; and ': firm which has paid £70,000 
~n ion :'(ears m ,overdn:fts and mortgage 
mterest IS now faced w1th the destruction 
of all its assets for a sum which does not 
amount to 16 per cent. of those assets and it 
is the duty of the Gover.nment to g'ive full 
rehef-not the half rehef giVen by the 
Moore Government, under which it was 
necessary for the mortgagor to go to the 
court and explain '' hjl he could not pay 
mterest. Instead of domg this, the amend­
mg B1ll proposes to mak" the relief to the 
mortga.gor automatic; and, if there is any 
hardship to the mortgagee, let him go into 
the ·court and explain it. When that Bill 
wa.s gmng through, I asked the present 
Leader of tbe Opposition at the second read­
ing stage if it were intende·d to apply to 
OYerdrafts. ~~·e have cases from one end of 
Qu()en.shmd t~ the other of primary producers 
suffcrmg. Hon. members opposite talk of 
their tremendous solicitude for the primary 
vroducer, and this is what happened: The 
big pastoralists got relief by reduced rates 
a.nd by an extension of leases totalling 
14,000,000 acres. The selectors got no relief, 
because thoJ could not get a. reduction of 
mterest; and they could not get a reduction 
of mterc't becaU-'l the GoYerument did not 
insist that they should got a rcuuction of 
mtercst. On the second reading of that Bill 
I asked the hon. gentleman if he intended 
to apply it to floating deuits and whether 
he would bring selectors and farmers within 
the scope of the Bill. He said " Yes" ; a.n<:l 
later he found that he had been wrong, and 
the selector, the farmer, and the business men 
were left without any protection at all. 

They talk a great deal about taxation 
being high. The high cost of mo11cv to Go­
vernm~mts and to local authorities" is such 
that h1gh taxes are necessary. For instance 
'':e haye tl;is ov,ergrohn Brisbane City Coun~ 
CJl, with 1ts £",000,000 town hall buiH on 
a duck swamp, and with a diepro'portionate 
tower put on it so that it can be seen. We 
have all these tremendous expenses of the 
Bri"bane City l'ouncil going hand in hand 
w1th a ~1gh as,ses~ment rate and high rate 
of ta:x;atwn. \\ e na vo also got these people 
chargmg 8 per cont. on arrears of rates 
They should come automatically under th~ 
scope of this Bill. 

The taxation and the result of it have 
b en such that on the property formerly 
o,ccupwd by Foy and .Gibson, in the Valley, 
tne nmrnproved taxatiOn for municipal pur­
poses IS £27,000. The Land Tax Depart­
ment, of course, takes a further cut. and 
vah1e·- It for taxation purpose• at £37,000. 
"h1lc', when the property was put up £m­
sale the other day, the best bid was onlv 
£25.000. It is m cless to say that this ha~s 
;'O effect on unemployment. If the rates of 
mterest had been automaticfilh- reduced, as 
they should have been long a"'o it would 
automaticall:y have put men b~clr to work. 
Jt operates m this 'vay: \Vhy did the g-old 
boom start? It was because interest rates 

\Ycre con1.ing down, so that even the rnost 
cold-footed bondholders or fixed denositors 
S>LW that it was not possible to m>Lk~ bread 
and butter out of interest earning-s. anrl 
therefore they took the money out of the bank 
and stu~k it into gold mining shares; and on 
yery shght provocation they would •cc that 
1ndustr1al shares 1n concerns fron1 \Yhich sorne 
results are being obtained would increasu 
in value, which would moan that men ,,-oulcl 
be put back to work. But there is no hope 
while you have foreign banks telling you. 
what interest ,vou must pay; while you h~vu 
rnen quarrelling over unessentials instead 
of agreeing on essentials · condcmnin ~ in­
flation, and then supp~rting inflat~ou-· 
which is connoted by a high rate of excha1we; 
while you ha ,-e men saying faT political 
purposes that that which Mr. P·cullin said 
was wrong when he said it, but that it was 
nght when 2.1r. Bruce said it. You cannot 
do much when you have people taking notice 
of. press . economists who change their 
opmwns w1th every eh ange of Government. 
'vho two years ago were ron.ring that infla­
tion was repudiation and whon1 yuu now 
lind cheerfully talking, as the ex-'l'reasnrcr 
doe~, about 1nillions like cherubi111 'ino·illw 
the interest tablCs in the usurer~' l-tea~-el~ 
The inter0st burden to selectors was 8 p81-
cent. until last September; now it is 7 per 
cent.; and that is to be taken in con-iunetion 
with the fact that men will not ev'en take 
sheep as a gift \rhilst it costs 3s. 3d. pLr head 
to uring them to. market. The Queensland 
Government by their abattoir arrangements 
almost wiped out the comnetition which 
existed among butchers to JlLll~chase from the 
growers. In the days bclom H.edbank ancl 
other nH .'lt cornpu:aics \Yere co.:.1trolling· the 
lllccLt supply of this cit"-, there \Yore fifty or 
s1xty butchers competing for the purchase of 
nw.•tt. 

::\!Ir. :'\100RE: There are fifty-three no· . 

Mr. BEDFOH.D: How is it, then, that 
1ncat is now higher in price and the return 
to the produce;· is lower than before' the 
abattoir was built. If \YC cannot get it in 
the one way immediately, we can doubtless 
relieve the producer ham this trcmpmlons 
burden of interest. 

(Jn 21st JunP, te>n Ja,-~ after tl1e clL'<:tlon 
the hou. member for \Yynnum, the- Trea~ 
surer in the late Ci-ovcrnrncnt, ventured to 
tell us some home truths-

" Tlr; late Govornrncnt had not gone 
in for heavy borrov,·ing . . . but wo 
felt that the banks in such a time of 
crisis n1ight have helped n1ore than 
they haYe. This might be disac:roed 
with, but he sincerelv beli<'Yed it tu be 
correct, and, had this been done, he 
claimed the position in Australia would 
have been better to-day." 

Of course, the position woulJ have been 
better. The trouble is that, whereas we 
told the people clearly two or three years 
ago to get the business started, nothing was 
done. Xothir.g was done, although we could 
show that the whole history of money in 
Australia proved that it "\Vas a systenr of 
banking by a few people for their own 
private benefit to the detriment of tho 
g-eneral public; although ,,-c could si,ow 
that in bad times the banks made more 
money than in good times; and although 
we could show clearly that the old law 
of supply and demand h"d absolutely refused 
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to work. \Yhcn WP could sho" these things, 
Sttrcly the time had arrived when something 
draetic should be done in the direction that 
\.VC proposed. 

To-dav \YC haxe l\Ir. Brigclen, ,,vho, when 
he was' appointed by Mr. 1\ioore, would 
. ha V8 nothing of repudiation in the \'.ay of 
reduction of interest, saying this-

" ~c\ \VorlJ crisis is following painfully 
the normal sequence of crises. It has now 
l'Lctched tbe sta.gc of cheap moneJ."' 

It has, ueeause the "·orld is two and a-hell! 
year,, rnore sensible; because AuHralin,, 
which learns slowlY, knows more than it 
did two and a-ha!( years .ag·o, perhaps be­
-cause :\1r. Brigclen, in the interests of thut 
gentlcrnan. now· sees the Labour Govern­
ment on these benches. Thr ; n I! come 1 o 
it wh<·n the right Government is ill power. 

:\ow, we generally find that with low 
·11rices comes cheap money. In Australia 
\.VO got cheap money when wool in particular 
was cheap. Before '.Ve had the financirw of 
£900,000,000 of war costs from the gen~ral 
finances of the country, whenever low wool 
J?l'lCes came along we had cheap money. For 
Instance. th0re ''"ere lo'v wool prices 111 

19C6; and these were then the values of 
,omc of our stoch on the market-

Per cent. £ s. rl. 
~ew South Wale, 3! 100 0 0 
Queensland 3~ 100 0 0 
South ~\ustralia 3~ 101 15 0 
Tasmania 3~ 100 0 0 
Victoria 3~ 101 0 0 

In 1920, Queensland 6~ per cents. were' at 
.£98. There is the fact that mane,, can go 
.cheap, as coininodit.ies go chc.1p. an(1 as 
'"agec, go cheap and that in itself is an 
<{rgun1ent. in _fa Your of interest having its 
own Arb1tratr~n Cou_rt, of the wages of 
mone_y berng hxcd w1th due regard to <lll 
the mtercsts concerned in it in the <anre 
way as the "\V ages of labour arc iiXf:>,I_ 

Tlw po,ition in regard to the wool busi­
.necs rs t~at, despite the fact that the gr0 ,,ers 
.are paying rnore for carriage of wool over~ 
sc:.:s than they have earned, deopite the low 
pncC's an~ bad t1m0a, only ono man in thP 
mdtF·try rs talking common sense. That 
man 1s Jam os Clark. He wants to go back 
to the B.A.\V.R.A. expedient wherebY 
there is collectiYC' marketing; but a fe,:., 
people in New South Wales have formed 
.an a:;::3ociat.ion 1\ hosP. ono idea of makinrr 
wool dearc_r seems to b~ to prevent poop]~ 
from •.vearrng more of rt by cutting down 
the .,·ages of ih.e workers in Australia ami 
the .pending powe'l· of those who arc related 
to tlwm. 

::\lr .. J ames Cl ark is the only man who pro­
poses to :r:cturn to the B. A. \V.R.A. system 
of . col!~ctJve '!'arketing, which will also 
assist m P!!llrng down overseas freight 
charges. It rs patently much more feasible 
for one "hipper to fix a freight charge 
than to have ono hundred or one hundred 
nnd fifty small competitive shippers. When 
th':' Commonwealth steamship line was in 
c•xJstencc when tnnes were better and wagoo 
h1gher, the o:vcrsea frerght on wool was 
~d. per lb. Then Bruce sold the shipping 
!me to Lord Kylsant, who is now in 
gaol, ~nd we have n~ither the money nor 
the shrps, and the frmght on v:ool skied to 
1 3/16d. per lb. That is one reason why tho 
Government in this State should take a, 
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hand and insist upon a wool pool. If they 
cannot insist upon a wool pool in the other 
States, at least they can insist upon a wool 
pool in this State. The Government owe 
that duty not only to the small grower but 
also to the worker in the industry. The 
small grower is being penalised out of 
existence. The wrong-headed idea of chaTg­
ing the same Tai!wJ.y freight on greasy as 
on se cmred wool should be altered. On the 
one clay scoured wool wns quoted at 24d. per 
lb. and gr0asy at 9d. per lb. That means that 
the gro\\0r is losing a great deal of that 
difference of 15d. per lb. in order that the 
stuff can be sent overseas, where most of 
the work is done. Lo.:al scouring \Yould give 
~ large amount of work, and to that extent 
would relieve the labour market, theTeby 
11 iping out the nece-ssity for intermittent 
relief. 

It is no good saying that the railways 
must pay in these circumstances. The Tail­
ways would have to pay if they were pri­
vately owned; but they arc the working 
plant of tho greut public estatP. The State 
is a beneficent landlor-d, and the Govern­
ment should wipe out this anomaly in 
respect of railway freights on scoured and 
greasy wool, even if it mPans a loss of 
revenue. It should insist upon the work 
being carried out at a scour within our 
borders and as near as possible to the point 
of productiop. I firmly believe that, when 
all the talk of politician against politician 
is done, the people in Au,tralia will want 
to see Australia back to its old prosperous 
times; but it cannot go back to those old 
prosperous times for any length of time if 
we still leave tho causes which produced 
the present position. \V e went into a war 
which cost Australia £900,000.000, and our 
total indebtedness amounts to £1,100,000,000. 
\V e 3hould now decide to fund that amount 
by the flotation of 2~ per cent. irredeemable 
consols. We should decide that the fixed 
deposit rate should be 2~ per cent., the mort­
gage rate 4 per cont., and the overdraft 
rate 4~ per cent. That would give the banks 
a 2 per cent. spread. The banks complain 
that they are in possession of fixed deposit 
money until August on which they arc pay­
ing 5;\: per cent.; but they are paying that 
rate on very little money. They leave out 
of consideration altogether their reserves; 
their capital, and the money of the publio 
which they turn over and over again and 
for which they receive the higher rate. It 
has been said that such action would result 
in the flight of capital from Queensland. 
Everybody know' that capital, although very 
timid, is also very slow to move, and becomes 
afflicted with rheumatoid arthritis imme­
diately it begins its flight. Capital cannot 
get outside Australia because of the present 
exchange position being against it; and it 
is unlikely to go from the best State in 
the country to the other States not so good 
down below. Further, wealth does not exist 
in the shape of money which can be put in 
a trunk and carted a wa v. It exists in the 
shape of credits, in the- shape of working 
plant, land. and other things. To say that 
capital will flee because we decide to put 
interest in its place and to fix a just and 
equitable wage for money is a figment of 
the imagination, or at least a dream based 
on no premises at all. 

I congratula tc the 
Goyf~rnor's Speech. 
\\·nr:;n.blc progran1n1c 

Government on the 
They have a good 
for the session; and 
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,f, as I believe, they intend with the 
Mortgagors and Debtors llelicf Bill to 
·do just what the previous Government 
,flid not do-that is, to bring the over­
,drafts and floating debts of farmers and 
grazing selectors under its provisions-they 
will earn the gratitude of many. I wish 
they >rould go further, and make this en.act­
ment one of the most momentous thmgs 
€vcr done in the history of Australia by 
lavin~, 'l"wn this fact-that, just as the 
wage~ of labour change, so should the wages 
of mor,,-·y dhang e : and for othrcP years 
ahead the wages of mone-,' should be fixed 
at 2~ per cent. on fixed deposits, 4 per cent. 
for rnortgages, and 4~ per cent. for over­
drafts. I thoroughly believe that, if that 
be not done, it will only be a question of 
time b fore Australia will go through this 
vicious circle again. First of all, Aust,·alia, 
by digging up a lot of gold, will make every­
thing prosperous and easy. If a freetrade 
Government is then returned-we could not 
hav0 a n10l'f' freetrarle Govern1nent than 
the present Federal Government-it could 
seck to makp the !','Old that is exportPd 
hurtful to Australia's secondary industries, 
by borrowing more and thus making it easy 
for imports to enter Australia. The result 
would be as before. and that was that. after 
we opened up goldfields like Ballarat, 
Bendigo, Kalgoorlie, Charters Towers, and 
>all the great goldfields of this country, we 
dug up all the gold a,nd sent it awa3. and 
imported shodd~ goods in return. 

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
Resumption of clebate made an Order of 

the Day for TuesdrLy next. 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORT. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay): On behalf of Mr. Speaker, as 
Chairman of the Committee, I present the 
report of the Standing Orders Committee, 
and move-

" Tha,t the report be printed." 
Question put and passed. 

Consideration of the report, by lca,ve, 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

PERSONAL EXPLANA'l'ION. 

Mr. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton) [5.13], 
by leave: I wish to make a personal explana­
t1on, In its report of the speech which I 
delivered ye8terday the " Telegraph" 
·credits me with saying-

" JVIr. Scullin is not a Labour man." 

'That report is absolutely incorrect. I never 
made any such remark When I was speak­
ing there were numerous interjections, and 
it was almost impos•·.ible for my remarks at 
the time to be correctly heard in the press 
g-allery, hence the error I have mentioned. 
'l'he report of my speech otherwise was 
.excellent; but I wish to make this personal 
explanation in justice to Mr. Scull in, for 
whom I have the highest personal and poli­
tical regard. 

The House adjourned at 5.15 p.m. 
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