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Special Adjournment. s

[ASSEMBLY.} Quastions.

THURSDAY, 18 AUGUST, 1938

mnt s

Mr. Bepsxzr (Hon, G. Pollock, Gregoryt
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.

FORM OF QUESTIONS.
Ma. Sprmaxer’s Runine

Mr. 3PEAKER : Before moceﬂﬁmﬂ to the
business of the House, T would draw atben-
tion of hon. members generally to QJuestions
Nos. § and 4, and [ would point out that the
object of a questmn is to cbiu.m information,
not to sonvey it.  Mboreover, quest;ons——and
this iz for the guidance of 2!] hon, members
in order to avold any difficulty—must not
contain impu$ations or ironical exnressions.
The questions to which I have partwmar]v
refarred have been aliowed. Tn future T do
1ot propose bo edit the questions of hon.
members; bui, i they de not conform to the
Standing Crders, they will be retursned fo
the hon. membere coneerned for amendsnent
or alteration. T think that is the mosi satis-
factory procedure to adopt.

Howovrasne Memeees : Hear, hear!

QUESTIONS.
APPLICATIONS UNDER BTaTE Hovamng RELIEF
ACT aND FOR WORKERS' DDWELLINGS UNDER
Srar: ADVANCES ACT.

Mr. R. M., KING {Logan) asked the Sco-
retary for Public Works—

1. Will he supply the following
particulars regarding the operations of
the State Heusing Relief Aect, 1930, for
the financial year ending 30th June,
1932:—fz} Namber -~ of  applications
ledged; (5} wnamber of applications
approved ; éc} number of applications
not approved; and (d} number of appli-
tions held back £for further oconsidera-
tion ?

“2. Ao the following particuiars
regarding the operation of the State
Advances Act in relation to Workus_
Dwellings for the finencial year ending
30th June, 1932:—{a} Nomher of appli-
cations lodged ; (6) mumber of applica-
tions aporoved; f¢j number of applica-
tions nop approved (d} number of appli-
cations held for furtfler conzidsration;
e} the amount of the vote allosated;
and {f} the amount expended? '

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. H. A. Bruace, The Pableland) rep;ied-

“1 and 2 The information is bemg
chtained.”

Faer Iwstrucrtion 1o Uremrrovedb Bovs
AND GIELS,

AMr, R, M. KING (Logan) asked the Sec-
retary for Public Instruction—

“1; In comnection with unemployment,
how many boys out of mei(}y"ﬂetlt were
given free instruction during the fnan-
cial wear 1931-32 -at—(a} Central Tech.
nical College; and {8} Country Tech-
nical Colleges?

“2 How many of such boys wore
subsequentiy placed in  positions of
employment?

“ 3. How many girls out of employ-
ment were enroiled for free housecraft
training at the Hounsecraft Institution
at Brizhane daring the FRnancial year
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1931-32,
secured employment after
ing?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. F. A. Cooper, Bremer)
replied— .

““1 to 3. The information is being
obtained.”

and how many of such girls
such train-

ArrocarioNn or Founps BY PrEmIERS’ CON-
FERENCE TO (QUEENELAND.

Mr. DEACON (Cunningham), for M.
SIZER (Sandgate), asked the Treasurer—
“l. Has he seen the statement that
the Premicr of Queensland was the out-
standing figure at the June Premiers’
Conference? If the statement be eor-
rect, will he inform the House why
Queensland  secured only £940,000 out
of an allocation of £7,000,000, when his
predecessor at the April Conference
secured £620,000 out of an allocation of
£3,0000,0007
2. Taking the April basis of alloca-
tion, should not Queensland have
received at least £1,400,000 instead of
£940,000?
“3..What were the special reasons
which account for the short allocation
to this State?

The TREASURER (Hon. W.
Smith, Mackay) replied—

“1 and 2. The hon. member attempts
to be satirical, but merely succeeds in
being ridiculous. Iis figures are wrong
regarding the April conference by
£600,000, and his . questions regarding
other figures are based on equally false
premises. I am not aware of the basis
adopted in April, but no doubt the elec-
tions then pending were not without their
influence.

“3. The allocation to the various
States was arrived at by mutual agree-
ment, and Is gquite satisfactory to all
Governments. There was no short allo-
cation to Queensland.”

Forgan

ReDUCIIONS IN FEXPENDITURE UNDER
PREMIERY’ PrLaN.
Mr. DEACON (Cunningham), for Mr,
SIZER (Sandgate), asked the Premier—

“1. Now that the Dremiers’ Plan,
which provided for a 20 per cent. reduc-
tlon in Governmental expenditure, has
been reviewed and approved of by the
present Government, are the reductions
made under the plan still in opera-
tion?

2. What steps have been or are pro-
posed to be taken to restore the redue-
tions made under the original plan, which
he has so ‘successfully = reviewed ? 7

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied—

“1. This question seeks to give infor-

mation rather than to elicit it.

“ 2. The Governmnent’s intentions will
be stated in the Budget.”

RaiLway FRercHT CONCESSIONS T0 MOUNT
Isa Company.
Mr. R. M. XING (Logan), for DMr.

MORGAN (Murilla), asked the Premier—

“1l. What concessions have Been
granted to the Mount Isa Company by
the present Government?

1932—c¢
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“9. If reduced railway charges, what
are the reductions?

3 Has the present Government
agreed to forgo (wholly or partly)
amounts due by this company under the
guarantee clauses of its agreement with
the Government? If so, what amount
of relief under this heading? ”’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Muckay) replied—

“1 and 2. In view of the low value of
metals produced at Mount Isa and the
national necessity of keeping men in
employment, the Government has agreed
to a rebate in rail freights to the Mount
Isa Mines, the amounts invelved to be
recouped to the Railway Department on
the restoration of more normal price
levels.

3 The Government has agreed to
forgo the guarantec by the company of
its liability for loss incurred in the
Mount Isa Branch Reilway for the last
financial year.”

AND Bamrxs ox
U NEMPLOYMENT

Coxgrruction oOF KILNS
Tosacco  FiRMs  FROM
Rervier Loax.

Mr. KENNY (Cook) asked the Premier—

“ Seeing that £100,000 has beon allo-
cated out of the Unemplorment Relief
Loan for building purposes, 'will he
have provision made under this scheme
for the construction of kilns and barns
on tobacco farms, such work being of a
truly repreductive nature? ”

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,

Muckay) replied—

“The Government will ecnsure that
edequate finance will be available,
through the Agricultural Bank, for the
provision of facilitiecs for the econstruc-
tion of kilns and barns on tobacco farms,
and also for other purposes of agricul-
tural development.”

NGN-PARTICIPATION OF QUEENSLAXD N
£6,000,600 Loax ror PusLic WOoREKS
FrROM COMMONWEALTH BaNK.

Mr. KENNY (Cook) asked the Treasurer—
“Why did Queensland receive no
share of the £6,000.000 made available
by the Commonwealth Bank for public
works at the last meeting of the Loan
Council?

The TREASURER (Hon. W.
Smith, Mackay) replied—
¢ This question displays a deplorable
lack of knowledge of the State finances.
Queensland secured suitable and satis-
factory accommodation to meet her
requirements.”

Forgan

AMOUNT ALLOCATED TO QUEENSLAND BY LoaN
CoUNCIL.
Mer. (Cook) asked the Trea-
surer—

1. What was the total amount allo-
cated to Queensland out of the amounts
made available by the Commonwealth
Bank at the last meeting of the Loan
Council—(xz) to cover deficits; (d) for
unemployment relief and other pur-
poses ?

“2. Does this sum include the £620,000
for winter unemployment rclief obtained

KENNY



34 Questions.

by the late Government at the April
Loan Council meeting or is it in addi-
tion to that amount?

‘3. What are the allocations of the
£620,000 loan and what are the condi-
tions attached to its expenditurc?

‘4, What are the allocations to date
out of the £840,000 loan and what are
the conditions attached to its expendi-
ture ?

5. What approval of allocations out
of the loans mentioned is required?”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan
SBmith, Heclay) replied—
“1. {a) £1,485,000; (b) £940,000.
“2. No.

3 and 4. This
obtained.

5, The approval of the State Em-
ployment Council and of the Common-

information will be

wealth and State Governments is re-
quired for allocation of the loan of
£620,000. Expenditure on account of

the loan of £840,000 is subject to the
approval of the State Government.”

SUGGESTED EXEMPTION TROM ROAD REGISTRA-
TION I'res or CERTAIN MoTor TRUCKS IN
‘WisT MORETON.

Mr. MAHIER (Roscwood)

Minister for Transport—

asked the

“As many farmers arc not able to
pay road registration fces on ton trucks
and half-ton utility trucks, and have
not been using these vchicles on the
roads for some time, will he agree to
the usc of these vchicles free of registra-
tion fees under special license for the
conveyance of fodder for starving dairy
rattle and cartage of water owlng to
drought conditions now ruling in the
~Vest Moreton arvea? ”’

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
{Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) replied—

“In every case of proved hardship

the Commissioner of Main Roads, who
controls the registration of motor
vehicles, will, upon application to hin,
either allow the owner extended time to
pay or permit him to pay the fecs by
instalments—each case is treated on its

merits. To allow the use of unregistered
motor vehicles would lead to serious
abuses.”

IxcrEs¢E IN Macistrates Coumrr FErs.
Mr. NIMMO (Qxlcy) asked the Attorney-
General— )
“1. Is it correct, as stated in the
press, that there is a large incrcase in
the Magistrates Court fees?
“2. I so, what is the necessity for
this additional tax? ”

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. J.
Mullan, Carpentaria) replied—

“1 and 2. Under a Rule of Court cer-
tain of the Magistrates Court fees have
been incrcased as from Ist September,
1922. The nccessity for the increased
fees was recognised by my predecessor
(My. Macgroarty), who approved on Ist
Fcebruary last a recommendation from
the Public Service Commissioner that
consideration be given to an amended
scale of fees to operatec from 1st July,
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1932. 1 caused this scale to be modified,
as the increases approved of by the late
Attorney-General were too drastic in
instances where a considerable increase
would not be warranted.”

PAPER.
The following papers were laid on the
table : —

Regulations under
1912-1926 »—
“The Sanitary Conveniences Regula-

“The Liquor Acts,

tions for Liconsed Victusilers’
Premises, 1931, dated the 10th
December, 1931,

“The Sanitation Regulations for
Licensed Victuallers’ Premnises of
1931, dated the 10th December,
1931,

INTERRUPTION OF MEMBER
ADDRESSING THE HOUSE.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before procceding to
call the Order of the Day, I should like to
mention that during this debate a number
of hon. members will make their parliamen-
tary debut, and the custom has always ben
to extend a great deal of chivalry to them.
I Lope that that custom in its application
to both sides of the House will not be
departed from. If an hon. member feels
prompted to make an interjection, then I
sincerely hope he will do so without unduly
interrupting the hon. member who is speak-
ing. I hold the vicw that interjections pro-
perly made constitute the salt of a dcbate,
but T shall not permit any interruption that
has not the consent of the hon. member who
is addressing the House..

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DERATE—FIRST ALLOTTED Day.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY (Kurilpa) [10.40]: 1
desire, Sir, at the outset, to add my quota to
the congratulations on your election to the
position of Speaker; and my main wish
to-day for you is that at an early date you
will be restored to robust health.

In speaking to the motion so ably pro-
posed by the hon. member for Kelvin Growe,
1 desire to congratulate the people of
Queensland on their wisdom in returning a
Labour Government to power In this State.
The pessimistic Premiers’ Plan which was
in operation during the regime of the late
Governmment was a plan responsible for
despair snd panic amongst the Ausiralian
people. The people of a nation in time of
stress are likely to resort to violence, par-
ticularly if thev can see no other hopo of

rational recovery or of alleviating their
own distress. The present Premicr rsal-
ised that on the occasion of his visit

to the first Premiers’ Conference, where he
was able, despite the overwhelming odds
against him, to conviner the Premiers of
other States that the policy of reduction
attempted by the Premiers’ Plan was not
in the best interests of Australia. ¢ very
ably pointed out just where the policy of
reduction was taking the nation to.

T.et us take onc aspect of the matter, and
that 15 the reduction of wages. When a
reduction in wages takes place, the house-
wife or mother in the home immediately
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sets about curtailing her expendlthre She
does so by purchusnlg a cheaper line of
article that 1s included in the necessaries
of life. Very shortly afterwards, when
traders and manufacturvers are called upon
to make their returns to the statistical autho-
rities, it is shown that the expenditure on
certain  household lines has diminished.
That is then used as an argument for a
further reduction in wages. And so0 the
process goes on. The paid hirelings of the
moncyed class make their applications to
the courts for a reduction in wages; and
it invariably follows on the statistical returns
that wages are further reduced. The pro-
cess has a spiral effect, which ultimately
gets down to bedrock. The Premier saw
that this would mean disaster to the nation.
Hon. members opposite sneered and jeered
the other day when reference was made to
the attitude of the Premier at the Premiers’
Conference; but I venture the opinion that
at some future time some historian worthy
of the name whe is so far removed from
the prejudices of to-day that he will be
able to view matters in their true per-
spective, will pay the tribute that is due
to the very fine leadership, the far-sighted-
ness and ability that the Premier brought
to bear at the recent Premiers’ Conference,
and_that those hon. members who mdulrred
in their sneers and jeers will be relegated to
that position of obscurity from which thex
ir)réglged by accident and cruel promises in

In 1929 there were approximately 11,000
unemployed in Queensland. It might be
contended that these figures are quoted from
the same authority which was used to return
the 83,000 unemployed by the late Govern-
ment prior to tho elections. The 7.6 per
cent. had inereased to 18.2 per cent.

Mr. CrayroN: When the hon. member for
Ipswich was Secretary for Labour, he showed
that there were over 40,000 unomploved

Myr. P. K. COPLEY : If the late Govern-
ment had included the number of people in
Dunwich and other institutions, and also
othe1 poople affected, the number would
have been approumately 100,000. In addition
to the 33,000 stated on the retmns there were
13,000 men on unemployment reliof work ;
and even Profossor Giblin, the Acting Com-
monwealth Statistician, utated definitely in
his report that, although uncmployment was
less in Queensland than in any other State
of the Commonwealth, there was a greater
mcruiso for the last year—a most alalmlnd
increase—in comparison with the other States
of the Commonwealth. I am contending that
i5 was the policy put into operation by the
Opposition when they were the Government
of the rhy that was responsible for that
alarming increase, despite anything that hon,
members opposite may say regarding the
administration of the Governments in the
other States.

Mr. Mamer: New South Wales, under a
Labour Goxmnmont showed 38 per cent.
unemplozed.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : Even that percentage
was not as high as the percentage in this
State under the Moore Gov ernment.

When the Labour Government were
defeated at the polls in 1929, they left the
late Government with a very decent work-
ing margin so far as the Trecasury was con-
cerned. Over £5,000,000 was Ioft to the
Moore Gmelnment; but, after certain adjust-
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ments were made, the net cash balances at
the Treasury amounted to £4,902,226, To-day
we find that that money has all been dis-
sipated. Why, in the last three years the Go-
vernment of the day piled up deficits to such
an alarming extent that the accumulated
deficits for the three years almost exceeded
the deficits of ull other Governments since
separation. The deficit for the last financial
year of £2,075180 has left us with a very
difficult task ahead. But we are not going
to shirk that task. We shall face it man-
fully, and shall tackle all the problems con-
frounting the State in order that we may
alleviate distress and put men back to work.
After all, unemployment is the vital problem,
and Governments are going to stand or fall
on their methads of dedhng with the uncm-
ployment problem to-day.

Let me deal at this stage with the appren-
ticeship question, upon which we have taken
a «definite stand. The Minister for Trans-
port has already held examinations for
dpplentmeahlps for the Railway Department.
That is tangible evidence that the quextion
of “Qiving the boy a chance” 1is now
reeeiving consideration. © The promises of
£2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs and * Give the boy
a chance” were mnover intended to be
honoured by hon. members opposite when
they were the Government of the day.
Despite the sneers which hon. members oppo-
site indulge in concerning the present
Government, the fact remains that, when
the Moore Government assumed the reins of
office, they caved little for the pcople out-
side. The position is different to-day. Ion.
members opposite may smile at the confi-
dene2  trick which they played upon the
peeple of Queencland.

Mr. Nmvmo: Mr. Speaker,
point of order. Is the hon. member for
Kurilpa in order in ssying that the late
Government played a confidence trick upon
the people of Qucensland?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The cxpression
may not be desirable, but I do not think
the hon. member was referring to any indi-
vidual hon. member. I take ii that the hon.
member is referring to a Government or a
party. Some little latitude must be allowed
in debate.

P. K. COPLEY : If the hon. member
fm O\dev objects to ray vemarks, I shall
alter them to read that the Moore Govern-
ment plaved a political confidence trick upon
the people of Queensland. That may be
more satisfactory and acceptable to the hon.
member. At any rate, there is no doubt as
to the truth of my remarks.

To give an idea of the methods adopted
by the late Government during the Mary-
borough by-election in 1028, I “would point
ont that in Mav or June ‘of 1929 applica-
tions were called for boys desiring to learn
skilled trades in the Railway Department.
In response to that application 569 boys
presented themselves for examination. Of
that number 199 were successful; but in
November of that year not one boy 'had been
notified as to whether he had passed or
failed in that examination. That question
was raised during the by-election in
Marvborough in November, 1923, on a
Monday night, and on the followlng TFriday
the late Minister for Transport mfouned
the lads that they had passed their exami-
nations and would be immediately appointed

Mr. P.K. Copley.]

I rise to a
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to their positions. The promises made to
those lads is typical of the action of the
late Government in dealing with the people
of Qucensland on the question of employ-
meut. On the eve of the last election the
{Chamber of Manufacturers was so concerned
about retaining the late Government in
power that they circularised the manufac-
turers; and one of the main clauses in
their circular was a statement to the effect
that, if the late Government were defeated,
a Labour Government would alter the law
as it had been amended in its relation to
apprentices. They complain that the very
important junior journeyman’s clause would
be taken out of the Act. There is no doubt
that a section which allows a man after
serving his apprenticeship to be compelled
to work for a period of eighteen months at
junior wages, and not the wages to which
he is entitled by his ability and experience,
is a scandalous one; and there can be no
question that these apprentices nced the
protection of the Government. The late
Government did not care a button for the
workers of this State. That is apparent in
every piece of legislation that they put on
the statute-book. That is shown in every
piece of legislation dealing with the plight
of the individual from birth even unto
death. In all their legislation there were
amendments made vitally affecting the
workers of Queensland in every shape and
form.

Tirst of all, we havce the amendment made
in regard to the scholarship question. That
was a scandalous piece of legislation. All
sectional or class legislation is bad; and, if
there was a necessity to curtail the number
of scholarships, provision should have been
made to allow every individual to select the
school where he could take out his particular
scholarship.

‘Mr. R. M. Kixe: They still have the right
t0 a secondary education.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: That is quite all
right. I am saying that every section of the
community is entitled to their point of view,
and they must not be prejudiced by any class
legislation or any sectional legislation. Hon.
members know what the policy of the Labour
Party is on that question; and I stand four
square on that policy. The Labour Party
will not be a party to anything like what
was done on the last occasion. It may have
been necessary to curtail these scholarships;
but those gaming scholarships should have
been allowed to talke them out when and
where their parents desired.

_ Then the Apprentices Act was emasculated.
There is no question about that. Under the
Industrial  Arbitraticn Act the full-grown
adult—the father who had to work side by
side with the child—was also penalised.
Amendments were made to those Acts,
which very definitely put the workers of
Queensland in an invidious position. Then
we found there were reductions by way of
rants to the aged—take the Dunwich grant,
or instance. So far as charitable institutions
were concerned, hospital grants were reduced.
It may be said that the cost of living has
been reduced. In many instances that is
quite right; but you cannot justify a reduc-
tion in the grant to institutions like the Dalby
Sanatorium and the Diamantina Hospital,
because there was a larger number of
patients in those institutions in the last few
years than ever before. Although the cost
of keeping those patients may have been

[Ur. P. I, Copley.
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reduced, there is no question that, because
of the number of patients having been
increased, it did not warrant the reductions
made by the late Government. We have
only been a Government a few months, but
in that time we have done more for the
workers of Queensland than the previous
Government did in the three ycars they
were in office. I want to say that it is a
very casy thing to tear down, but much
harder to build up. I fecl that the people
of Qucensland are waiting to give the
Labour Administration the opportunity to
build up on a more solid foundation the
edifice which the late Government destroyed
during their term of office.

I would like to congratulate the present
Government on making a sum of £150,000
available for a builidng revival scheme.
There is uo doubt the building trade has
many ramilications. [Many allied industries
are dependent on it; and, if a revival of
building canr be secured in this State, it
will go a long way towards the solution
of the unemployment problem. It is de-
lightful to see £100,000 being set aside for
the repairing, painting, and improvement
of buildings. Many workers during the
period of the recent Administration were
not able to do the neccssary repairs to their
homes becanse of reduced wages and the
cost of living not having been reduced to
the same extent. They will now be able
to avail themselves of this scheme, which
provides for a maximum advance of £300,
and be able to effcet necessary repairs to
their liomes. The average workman takes
a pride in his home, and is prepared to
plan and save for the sake of the family
and the children who are coming along.
It is a very fine thing that the Labour
Government are prepared to assist tlie man
who has an interest in his home.

The late Governmient decided that they
were going to make the workers dweliings
scheme a wonderful schenie, and they said,
“ We will increase the salary amount up
to which men may make applications for
workers’ dwellings from $£400 to £800.”
What was the result? Alany persons who
ctherwise were well able to erect homes
for themselves got the benefit of the
workers’” Jwellings  scheme, while many
workers who otherwise would have got a
home werc deprived of the advantage of
the scheme. The Government should go
inte that question, and I am certain they
will sec that those who are really deserving
of the assistance of the State will get the
benelit of the scheme.

I do not want to go into the merits or
demerits of the recent Mungana case; but
there was a piece of legislation introduced
into this Chamber in connection with civil
trials which I think sullied the statute-book
of Queensland; that was the legislation
which was calculated to make unlawful acts
that were done lawfully. I know that it is
stated—and it has been mentioned in Go-
vernor’s Speeches on other occasions—that
there would be a validating Bill intro-
duced. That is quite right and in true
accord with the principles of British juris-
prudence and justice the world over. There
have been many occasions in history of a
Government having to pass a Bill to vali-
date an act of State—something required
by a national emergency and not covered
by law at the time, and which it was essen-
tial should be done in the intcrests of the
people.
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Such acts were unlawful at the time,
inasmuch therc was no legislation to cover
them, and the Government brought in legis-
lation to validate ov to cover acts to which
no existing law related. But in the legisla-
tion incidental to the Mungana business we
find that an act perfeetly lawful at the
time it was dore was made unlawful by 2
subsequent Act of Parliament. A vindictive
and malicious Government at a later date
may come along and declare that it was
a criminal offence for you, Mr. Speaker, to
take the office of Speaker, and make 16
punishable by fine and imprisonment for

acting as such to-day. The thing is
ridiculous and absurd. So far as that
legislation was concerned, I think the

Leader of the Opposition must realise what
I say. He made a confession in this House
that he wuas a partisan and a party to a
criminal act or an act whieh was punishable
under the Criminal Code¢ at that time. I
think hon. members opposite will realiso
that any person who counsel: the commis-
sion of an offence or who is an accossory
either before or after the commission of
an offence is equally guilty and punishable
with the principal offender.

Mr. R. M. Kivg: Mr. Speaker, I rise
to a point of order. I would like to know
whether the hon. member for ICurilpa
alleges that the Leader of the Opposition
admitted that he was a party to a criminal
offence.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY :-The Leader of the
Opposition has quite definitely expressed the
opirion in this House that he had been a
party to a man named Stone taking papers
from a certain cflice.

Mr. R. M. Kixe: He was not a party to
an cffence.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: The hou. member
should refer to ‘“ Hansard’ of the time, and
he will see that I am right.

Ale. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member
1f9r Kurilpa had better not procead on those
ines.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: Very gcod, Mr.
Speaker. I would like to say—whatcver the
actual position was matters not to me, and
I am not making any definite statements
at all on the matter; but at that time
certain persons used the privilege of this
House to make certain statements. (Oppo-
sition interjections.) If this Government
were¢ a vindictive Government, following
the precedent laid down by the Govorn-
ment of those hon. members, we could refuse
the extension of that privilege of Parlia-
ment. and declare that a certain speech in
this House was illegal and a breach of privi-
lege, and make i% punishable by the ordinary
law. l

Mr. DracoX: You are abusing the privi-
leges of the House now.

Mr. 3SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. P. K. COPLEY: Amongst the legis-
lation passed at that time was an amend-
ment of the Jury Act which made it again
possible to have a special jury appointed—a
special jury of business men. That is to
say. the law was amended to make panels
of business men available for trials of this
kind. I hope that this Government will
realise that this is not in the interests of
justice. I feel that in cases where, for
cxample, a worker or some other person
takes action against a business man, a busi-
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ness man on the jury might unconsciously
be prejudiced.

My, R. M. IKing: You cannot say that
any member of the Opposition tinkered with
the jury.

Mr., P. K. COPLEY: I am not saying
anything of the kirnd, and I will not be a
party to allowing the hon. member to get
away with an insinuation of that kind. Tle
cannot say that this Government cver
tizkered with a jury.

Mr. R. M. KiNe: Why take the oppor-
tunity to suggest that we did?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am not.

Mr. R, M. Kr<e: That is the inference.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: No; there is no
need for that. Ion. members opposite can-
not gainsay the fact that the law was
amended at the time to make a jury of busi-
Dess men available to deal with that trial.
It was one of the first trials conducted under
the amending Act.

The Previxn: They did everything legis-
latively they could in order to aceomplish
their purpose.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I hope that this
Government will restore the old system of
juries. As I was pointing out when T was
iterrupted, a business man on a jury
might be unconsciously biased in favour of
a business man who was a party to the
action he was trying; but, if the jury
panel consists of business men as well as
men drawn from other avenues of life,
counsel for cach client has the right to
challenge and protect the right of kis client;
and it is such a jury that I am convinced
will give the greatest amount of justice to
litigants. 1 am convinced that injustice
was done on that occasion, and I hope that
it will not be done from now on.

Mr. Marrr: What is wrong with a special
jury?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I have told you.

Mr. Maner: What is your objection?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I have stated my
objection, and I am not going to waste
time going over the ground again.

As an ex-public servant, I very much
regret that the Government have not been
able to grant the automatic Increases In
salaries to the public servants. The inability
of the Government to grant these increases
can be definitely traced to the financial
morass for which the late Government were
responsible. Hon. members opposite can
sneer and jeer as they wish; but they
know full well that a further 10 per cent.
reduction was to have been foisted upon the
public servants. If one cares to read the
speeches delivered by the Leader of the
Opposition and by the late Secretary for
Labour and Industry relating to the altera-
tion from the weekly rate to the hourly rate,
one is convinced that not only public ser-
vants but also outside employees were marked
down for wage reduction. There will be no
wage reductions so far as I am concerned
during my term of office as a member of
this Government.

Mr. ManEr: You will have to watch your
step.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I invite the hon.
member to watch my step. There will be
no side-stepping so far as I am concerned.

Mr.P. K. Copley.]
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I want to thank the late Government for
doing a good turn to some of the public
servants, who were sufficiently courageous
at the time to tell the Government just what
they thought of their actions.

Mr. R. M. Kine: We deny your asser-
tions.

Mr. P. X, COPLEY : If I had been guilty
of the double-cross statement made by the
hon, member, I would be ashamed to pub-
lish it to the State of Queensland.

Mr. R. M. KiwNe: What statement?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: It is gratifying to
know that the Government intend to intro-
duce a new arbitration law for this State.
There is no doubt that the Act at present
in operation was placed upon the statute-
book so that the court might function in a
certain way. That view was held by the late
Attorney-General, and he gave utterance to
his feelings at Kelvin Grove. HHe pointed
out very definitely that the Act was passed
by the previous Government so that the
court, in the exercise of its functions, should
take into consideration the economic effect
of any award with respect to any industry.

Mr, S1zEr: Is that not sound?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: It is not sound
when considered in the light of a statement
made by the hon. member at a conference
in Melbourne. In the light of that state-
ment one can only conclude that the present
court was set up for political purposes, and
not in the interests of the economic sound-
ness of the State. I sincerely hope that the
new arbitration law will provide for a
44-hour week so that the workers may receive
back a little of those things to which they
are entitled.

The Government intend to set up a
Burcau of Industry comprised of representa.
tives from agriculture, commerce, the indus-
trial unions, and other sections. That bureau
will deal with matters for the benefit of
the State, and will operate in quite a dif-
ferent way from the board appointed on the
eve of the elections merely as a gesture to
the public. Really, that board never func-
tioned, and I do not think it was intended
to function,

Mr. S1zErR: What board?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : The board to assist
the hon. member in his position.

Mr. Sizer: It did function; and it funec-
tioned effectively.

Mr., P. K. COPLEY: If it is any news
to the hon. member, then I should like to
inform him that the board has not funec-
tioned under the Labour Administration,
and will not function again.

Those who were responsible for the recent
redistribution of seats have earned the
undying thanks of hon. members opposite.
A study of the elcetion returns will show
that the Opposition won ten electoral seats
with an aggregate majority of about 3.000
votes over the defeated candidates. When
we view the figures in connection with
ten electoral seats narrowly won by the Oppo-
sition, we realise what a delightful redistri-
bution had been made in the interests of
their party. We further appreciate how
cleverly the whole thing was prepared. 1
have the figures with me, and they can be
supplied if hon. members opposite care to
have them for the purpose of analysing
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them, when they will realise the truth of
my statement.
Mr. Mauer: Are you going to alter them?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : The least said about
them the better.

Mr. MaHER: Are
seventy-two members?

Mr. P. K. COPLEY: I am not making
any comment about that. I want to comph-
ment some of the lucky hon. members oppo-
site on being in the fortunate position of
being amongst the ten lucky members I
have just mentioned.

Mr. Maurr: You might not be so lucky
next time.

Mr. P. K. COPLEY : Some hon, members
opposite have good reason to consider them-
selves lucky.

I hope that the amendinent which is to be
brought down to the Transport Bill will pro-
vide for some definite alterations in the
present method of administering our trans-
port system.

I desire to compliment the Government
on its intentions to bring down a Gas Act
Amendment Bill and an Electric Light and
Power Act Amendment Bill. Notwithstand-
ing reductions in salaries and wages and
supplies of all description, the chalgos for
gas and electric light have remained the
same; and it iIs hlgh time that some govern-
mental action was taken in this regard

you going back to

I alse desire to congratulate the Secretary
for Public Lands on his administration.
When the late Government were in power,
manly opportunities presented themselves of
dealing with land problems, especially the
settlement of new lands; but nothing was
done. I do not think that anything was
ever intended to be done in this direction;
but the people will find that the present
Administration will faithfully honour their
promises in this connection, and that the
present Secretary for Public Lands will prove
to be a syvmpathetic administrator—a man
who knows his position and will deal with
the public estate in the best interests of the
people.

It is also pleasing to observe that we are
to have an amendment to the present
Hospitals Act. I want very briefly to refer
to statements made by hon. members opposite
while sitting in opposition prior to their
advent to office. The previous Labour Go-
vernment inaugurated the ¢ Golden Casket ™
with a view to applying its proceeds to the
benefit of the sick and needy in our hospitals
and charitable institutions. Fon. members
opposite thought it was scandalous to apply
the proceeds of a lottery to such a good
cause; but, when they took over the reins
of office, they, in spite of their previous con-
demnation of the principle, reduced the
grants that had been made to the various
hospitals, and actually diverted some of
this money to the consolidated revenue.
That administrative act will remain in the
memories of the people as a disgraceful one,
and one which will be a brand on the former
Administration for all time.

The late Government did not function
as it should have done so far as demanding
equality of sacrifice from all sections of the
community. In times of national stress,
when it 1s necessary for the people of a
nation or State to make some sacrifice, it
is the duty of the Government of the day
to see that this sacrifice is spread over
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every section of the community. When the
late Government were demanding sacrifices
of the wage-earning classes, they remitted
land taxation, mainly paid by the wealthy
squatters of the West, to the extent of
£140,000. It must have added a few years
to the lives of some hon. members opporite
when they were compelled to agree to the
re-enactment of the land tax in their first
two zears of office. We believe that sacri-
fices in a national crisis should be borno
by those people who are best able to bear
a sacrifice and stand its strain, in preference
to those people who are compelied to live
frem hand to mouth. The attitude of the
late Government was to be as harsh as pos-
sible to the worker, whilst at the same timo
giving as many concessions as possible to the
wealthy landowners of the State. (Opposi-
tion dissent.) It i1s a wonder to me that
the pecople of Queensland put up with that
intolerable position. Probably they felt so
utterly ashamed at falling so easily for the
promises made by hon. membirs opposite
that they merely waited for the opportunity
to get revenge.

In conclusion, I desire to congratulate
the members of the present Government on
the action they have already taken. Re-
markably good work has been done by
them since they assumed office; and 1
sincerely hope the legislation introduced in
future will be consistent with the Govern-
ment’s attitude up to the present time. 1
hope that single men particularly undcr the
unemployment relief scheme will get a
greater measure of assistance. The system
under which mcn had to travel for rations
was all right when the Labour Government
were 1n power, because at that time jobs
could be obtained in the country; ‘but
there was absolutely no use in keeping men
marching on the road when there was no
work to be obtained; and I am pleased
that the Secretary for Labour and Industry
has seen fit to alter the provision which
1'eq}111"0d men to travel long distances for
rations. I trust also that the whole position
will be carefully investigated to ascertain
whether it is possible to grant single men
4 greater measure of assistance than they
are receiving at the present time.

I feel confident that the present Govern-
ment will live up to the promises they
have made, and that they will not go down,
as the late Government did, with the un-
enviable record of having made promises
that are still unfulfilled.

Mr. GLEDSON ({pswich) [11.17 a.m.]:
Mr. Speaker, may I be permitted to add
to those already expressed my own hearty
congratulations on your selection as Speaker
of this Jouse. As a colleague of yours for
many years, I feel that you will occupy
the position with credit to yourself and to
this House. There can be no doubt that
you will exercise at all times that spirit of
*airuess which is so requisite to the success-
tul occupancy of your honourable office.

I desire also to congratulate the mover
and seconder of the motion for the adoption
of the Address in Reply. To those young
hon. memibers and to the other hon. mem-
bers who are appcaring in this Chamber
for the first time, I offer my congratula-
tions on the capable manner in which they
have addressed themselves to the question
tow before the House. They have added
materially to the debating strength of tlis
Parliament, T had hoped that some hon.
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opposite would have spoken to
thiz motion: but evidently the strenuous
nature of the political eampaign through
winer they have just come has so weakencd
them that they are unable to contribute ang
substantial quota to this dcbate.  They
might at least let the House know where
thev stand on the important problems new
cenfrenting the State.

Mr. Kexxy - We want you to get on witi:
your job.

Mr. GLEDSON: I
members  opposite might '
take part in this debate rather than in-
tereupt Lon. membsrs on this side whon
they wre speaking. After all, it ot

neanbers

suggest that hon.
with advantage

come the difficulties that were created dur-
ing the three ycars when the Moore Go-
vernment  unfortunately  controlled the
destinies of Queensland.

Mr. Sizer: That iv why we are silent.

Mr. GLEDSON: If the ex-Minister for
Labour and Industry is silent, then this
is the first time I have hcard him silent.
(Laughter.) I want to try to add to the
debate something which will help to get
Queensland out of the position she has got
into as a result of the three years of mis-
management that took place during the
regime of the Moore-Barnes Govermmnent.
We have to look at the position calmly and
dispassionately in order to find out whether
what we arc saying is correct or not. We
have no right to make statements, cither
inside this House or outside the House,
unless they are correct and can be backed
up by figures and facts.

During the past three vears the position
has besn very difficult, not only from the
point of view of the unemployed in the
State, but from the point of view of those
people who are in whole or part time
employment. If we take the period from
1929 to 1932 and compare it with any three-
year period from 1914 onwards, it will be
found that the comparison is all against
the period when the late Administration
were in power. Unemployment is one of
the main things that we have to deal with
at the present time; and I have here a littic
book that was published by the direction of
the late Secretary for Labour and Indus-
try, Hon. E. Sizer. It is rather an
interesting book, and one from which hon.
members can get a lot of information. At
page 179 the figures in regard to unemplov-
ment in Queensland are given, under DMr.

Sizer’s direction, as follow:—
Per cent.
1927 .. ... b9
1928 .. o T
1928 ... - . 7.1
1930 10.7
1931 17.5

The latest official figures are not published
in this little book; but, according to those
figures, uncmployment has risen to 18.2 per
cent. in Queensland, showing that we have
had a gradual increase of unemployment
since the beginning of the term of the late
Moore Government.

Mr. BranD: Read the New South Wales
figures.

Mr. GLEDSON: The figures in regard to
New South Wales, Victoria, Western Aus-
traiia, South Australia, and Tasmania are
here.

Mr. MaHER: Read them.
Mr. Gledson.]
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Mr. GLEDSON : T will give the hon. mem-
ber for West Moreton an opportunity of
quoting those figures If I read them now,

the hon. member will have nothing on
which to build a speech.

Mr. BraxD: Those figures do not mean
anything.

Mr. GLEDSON: They mean a lot to the
people of Queensland. We are concerned
with the people of Queensland, and not
with the people of the other States. We
have to do something for our own people,
and not for the people of the other States.

Mr. R. M. XKive¢: Are not the conditions
the same all over Australia?

Mr. GLEDSON: The conditions are not
the same, becaunse Queensland was in a bet-
ter position than any of the other States
to deal with this unemployment problem.
When I was Secretary for Labour and
Industry we did not have the same problem
that we have to face at the present time.

Mr. BraND: You said there were 27,000
unemployed.

Mr. GLEDSON: I did not say anything
of the sort. If the hon. member for Isis
looks up the statement, he will find that he
is making a  mistake, as he usually does.
It is not much use getting figures unless
we have some method of dealing with them
and finding out the causes responsible for
the situation.

I want to point out some of the causes of
unemployment, The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when speaking yesterday, tool the
hon. member for Bulimba to task for advo-
cating the 44-hour week. If we do not
advocate shorter hours—if we are not going
to advocate even shorter hours than a 44-hour
week—how are we going to cope with the
problem of unemployment that is -facing
not only Queensland but the world to-day?
If we cstablish industries by scientific
methods and use machines which are taking
the place of human beings, and do not corre-
spondingly give that advantage to human
beings, where are we going to be? 1 sup-
pose that in Queensland at the present time
practically one-fourth of the people have
to depend on the other three-fourths for a
living. In Germany and France—and the
percentages are going up all over the world
—practically one-third of the people are
dependent on the others, who are working
for the purpose of keeping them. That
state of affairs cannot continue; and some-
thing must be done to meet the position;
and how are we going to meet it in a better
way than by distributing the work and
spreading it over a greater number of
people? That is the only possible way the
matter can be dealt with. If the work is
distributed, the money will still be there.
If, through science and industry, a machine
is developed which is able to do the work,
the money for the cominodity is still there.
The competition will take place so long as
we have the machine working at a rapid rate
and human beings working the hours they
do at the present time controlling the
machine.

I want to deal with some of these phases
to show what has been done. Take our own
industries in Queensland, and consider some
of the things which affect them—the mining
industry, for instance. See how far it has
been affected by the machine-age. Some
years ago miners were employed getting

T3r. Gledson.
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coal to burn in the boats which called here.
There were some hundreds more miners
employed in that work in Queensland than
therc are at the present time, and they were
working for fair wages. At the present
time there are not half those men =mployed,
and what is the reason for that?

Mr. MaHER: The boats use crude oil.

Mr. GLEDSON: A boat going to New
Zealand at one time used to employ twelve
stokers on cach shift, and there were three
shifts: so that thirty-six stokers werc em-
ployed on that boat. At the present time
they are burning oil, and have two enginecers
to look afier the engine-room on cach shift.
That means that on that boat six men are
now doing the work which thirty-six were
doing previously. In addition to that, they
are burning cil that is imported, whereas
previously they were burning 150 tons of
coal every twenty-four hours. That mieans
that thirty-six stokers have been thrown
out of employment and fifty miners have
found their occupation gone, through the
alteration on one boat alome. How, then,
are we going to overcome the difficulty with-
out spreading the work over a greater
number of workers than those at present
employed? It can only be done by a redue-
tion in the hours of labour.

An Orposirron MEemBER: And getting rid
of the Labour agitators.

Mr. MavEr: And the money is being
diverted to the oil workers in America.

Mr. GLEDSON : If it is, the sooner it is
diverted again to the coalfields in Australia
the better for all the people in Australia.

Then look at the altered conditions
brought about in the oil industry itself. In
earlier days Lkerosene and petrol were
brought here in tins—two tins to a case.
Those cases were handled by human labour.
One oil boat coming here used to have 100
men as a crew, and 200 wharf labourcrs
were employad for practically three wecks
gnloading that boat.” To-day that boat has
a crew of fifty, forty-one of whom are Ckina-
men, the remaining nine being DBritish
officers: so that mearly 100 white men have
been deprived of a living.

An OprosSITION MEMBER :
under your regime.

Mr, GLEEDSON: It does not matter. We
have to explore every avenue in order to
try to remedy it. When that boat comes
here, four men are employed handling the
electric pumps which pump the 0il—13,000
tons—to the oil storage tanks on shore In
twenty-eight hours. In earlier days, too,
quite a number of people were employed
handling the kerosene and petrol between
the wharf and the railway or storage places,
and also along the railway line itself. At
present it is pumped from the tanks into a
tank on a railway truck or a motor truck,
and distributed in that way; so that prac-
tically no labour is employed, except that of
the men running the trains or the trucks.
These are but two instances in which
machinery or altered methods are replacing
human labour; and we could multiply them
indefinitely. The point is: How are we
going to overcome the difficuity? The
Teader of the Opposition says it is foolish
to reduce houws. and that we should stick
to the number it has been customary for men
tr work for 100 years. If that be right,

That happened
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how are we going to spread the work that
is available? Thkere is only one way. 'The
work has to be distributed over a greater
number of persons, and the hours of labour
have to be reduced in order to meet the
position brought about by the introduction
of time-saving and labour-saving methods in
industry.

Money  circulated as wages  assists
materially to create the purchasing power
of the community; and any interfcrence
with the wage fuud means a serious inter-
ference with purchasing power. It is true
that the adoption of scientific methods has
had the effect of displacing labour in in-
dustry; but we must not overlosk the fact
that the s¢arious reduction in the wage fund,
thereby withdrawing moncy frem circula-
tion, has also had detrimental results. A
diminution in the wage fund, and, in turn,
with purchasing power, nieans serious inter-
ference with the opcration of subsidiary
industrics that depend almost entirely upon
-the circulation of a wage fund. The hon.
member for Rockhampton dealt very fully
with this phase of the subject yesterday,
and quoted the opinions expressed by Siv
KRobert Ilorne, Mr. Winston Churchill, and
other eminent men in Great Britain, as
well as tne opinions of prominent men in
the TUnited States of America. They are
all agreced that a policy of serious deflation
has tragic results. Upon their views alone
one is convinced that, if the previous
Governnient had not pursued such a policy
in Queensland, the present deplorable con-
ditions would not be found in this State.

Mr. Sidney Pascall, head of the firm of
Pascalls, Limited, a man well known in
Australia, made some very interesting

observations during his presidential address
to the recent Rotary Conference. This
geatleman cannot be accused of being a
Labour man or of having any Labour ten-
dencies, yet, when spesking at the Rotary
Conference held in April, 1832, he said—
““Tremendous harm was done in 1921
by an employer who at the approach of
bad times made a public statement that
the first thing to do to rectify the posi-
tion was to reduce wages. In addition
to being a mean thing, it was a very
unwise thing. Wages had to be reduced
sometimes i order to get the proper
adjustmient betwcen the different costs
in industry; but wages should be the
last thing touched in industry, and not
the first.”
Later on he said—

“We must be very careful not to, as
we almost invariably do, let the chief
burden of this cconomic stress fall on
the shoulders of the least able to bear
it. ' It happens to-day, and it is inde-
fensible.”

They are the opinions of a mian who has
successfully engaged in industry in Aus-
tralia for very many years. He is of the
opinion that a scricus wage reduction
gravely interferes with the circulating wage
fund handled by the worker. The unwar-
ranted interference with this wage fund in
Australia has intensified tha prevailing con-
ditions of depression. We are continually
told that our only hope of salvation lies in
a reduction of production costs; but it
must be vividly borne in mind that the
wages cost is only one item of expenditure,
and that there are other and far more
serious items to be considered.
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One of the most serious items affecting
the burden of production costs is interest
payments in respect of money borrowed for
the maintenance and development of in-

dustry. I am wvery pleased that the Go-
vernnient intend to deal with this parti-
cular ph of production. It is a matter

long overdne. 1 feel confident that, had the
matter been tackled two years ago, many
of the problems now confronting us would
1ot have arisen, and many other problems
could more casily “have been solved. We
find, on looking into this matter, that, by
reason of the heavr intercst “burdens they
are compelled to carry, some pcople have
had to closc down. They do not blame
labour costs for their difficulty. They were
quite satisfied that they could carry on
their industry, pay the cxisting rates of
wages, and work the standard hours; but
they went down owing to the heavy interest
burden. A reduction in intcrest costs might
assist those engaged in industry in continu-
ing, and perhaps, expanding their opera-
tions.

I have another suggestion which T would
like to commend to the Secrctary for Public
Works, who is in charge of our inain roads
work. For some considerable time the Main
Roads Cominission has adopted the bitumen
type of road. A little while ago the Main
Roads Commission carried out experiments
with an Australian production called Colfix.
This preparation was applied to given
stretches of road; but time has proved that
these experiments have not been successful.
In all probability the Main Roads Commis-
sion will revert to the use of bitumen to
obtain the best results from its work. In
my opinion there is nof a great deal of
difference between the bitumen road and
the concrete road. Iveryone must admit
that concrete roads are exceptionally good
roads. In some sections of our main roads,
particularly where the ground was swampy
or the foundation was bad, it was found
inadvisable to lay down bitumen roads, and
concrete roads were substituted in those
places. They have worn very well, and
have required practically no attention since
they were constructed. We have cement
works in Queensland at Darra These
works draw their material from within the
State. They procure the limestone required
for the making of cement from Gore on
the South-Western Railway line. It is quite
true that this limestone is hauled a consider-
able distance; but its haulage provides work
for men on the railways, and, incidentally,
benefits the department. We must also take
into consideration that the cement works
use a considerable amount of coal, which is
mined in the Ipswich district. When we
take all these factors into consideration,
the Government will find that it will be
better for Queensland as a whole if they
adopt a policy of constructing concrete roads
instead of bitumen roads. In commending
my suggestion to the Minister, I hope that
he will inquire into every phase of it; and,
if the difference in the cost of the two
methods of road construction is only slight,
that he will adopt it, because it will mean
the employment of more men in quarrying
the limestone, in hewing our coal, and in
making the cement. In addition, such a
policy will be of great assistance to the
rallway.

During the last three years our railways
have been very hard hit by the existing
economic conditions. A great number of

Mr. Gledson.]
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railwaymen have been dismissed, and the soxnothing could be done along the lines

rmmmmg employees have been placed on
short time. That applies particularly to the
Ipswxch district. The work at the Ipswich
railway workshops has been so rationed and
allocated that married men are working
only sceven days a fortnight, while single
men get four days only in the same pericd.
[ trust that something will be done to
increase the amount of railway work avail-
able, particularly in connection with the
1a1iv ay workshops, because an improvement
in that direction will do much to assist
men who at the present time ars working
on short time. The late Secretary for Rail-
ways made the statement that the average
wages paid to railway employces were £285
per annum, If that is the average, then I

can only say that the employecs of the
Ipswich railway workshops are receiving

As a matter
the average wagc paid there 1is
£163 per annum; and in arriving at that
average the wages of mechanics and
labourers are all taken into consideration.
So far as the wages of labourers are cen-
cerned, I do not =uppose the average would
excced £138. I mention these facts in order
that the public of Queensland may not be
misled by the statement that is made that
£285 per annum is the average wage paid
to railway employees in Queensland. Pro-
bably that average is arrived at after toking
into consideration the salaries of the Com-
missioner and his administrative oflicers.
The decreased railway traffic offering is
not only due to the activities of motor trans-
port but to the re:duction in the volume of
produco carried. Some produce is carried
at a very low rate, and to destinations
which are uneconomie. I refer particularly
to cream, which in some instances is carried
by the Railway Department at a very low
freight rate past butter factories which norm-
ally should be the destination of that cream.
For example, suppliers of cream in the
West Moreton district are in some instances
scnding their cream right past the Booval

very much below the average.
of fact,

butier factory on to the Kingston butter
factory. A similar set of conditions exist

in practically all dairying districts in
Quecensland. Recent experience has con-
vinced nie that the sarne trouble exists in
the Beaudesert district. Something should
be done to remedy that position. If people
are not prepared to utilise the nearest butter
factory available to treat their cream, then
they should not expect the Railway Depart-
ment to carry the cream the extra d]stdnce
at a rate which 1s uneconomic. Whilst it is
all right that the Railway Department
should carry cream at the existing rate to
the ncarest factory, the department should
not be expected to bear the burden of
carrying the cream the unnecessary extra
distance.

Mr. PLUNKETT: You would put all the
cream on to the road.

Mr. GLEDSON: No; mr idea is that
the eoxisting rate should operate but only
to the nearest factory, and that, if suppliers
desire to send thewr creanmt to a factory
sitnated some considerable distance away,
they should be calicd upon to pay the
difference in cost.

Auncther matter that might help us in cur
]\‘FOIIMXUCMLH is the question of ue ing a
mixture of coal and oil in our mlbmnmg
cagines, The Railway Department has quile
a number of motor tralus running; and if

[Mr. Gledson.

adopted by the Cunard Steamship Company
in Great Britain, it would he,p our coal
industry in Queensland. The *‘‘ Queensland
Times” of Lionday Jlast published a very
interesting extract from the ¢ Manchester
Guardian 7 in regard to this new fuel. As
the information contained in the extract is
very interesting, I shall read it to the
TIouss—

“ < All expeetations realised,” reads a
cablegram which has been received at
the Liverpool office of the Cunard
Steamship Company concerning the
experiments which have been carried
out with a new colloidal fuel, a com-
bination of coal and oil, during the
voyvage of the Cunard liner ¢ Scythia,’
now on her way back to Liverpool
(writes the Liverpool corrsspondent of
the ¢ Manchester Guardian’ Weekly).

“ The fuel consizts of 60 per cent. oil
and 40 per cent. coal, and is the resnult
of research work by Mr. R. A. Adams,
assistant superintendent engineer. Mr.
F. C. Holmes, chemist, and Mr, A, W.
Perrins, combustion enpgineer, all mem-
bers of the Cunard staff. E‘(penmcntal
quantities of the new fuel were manu-
factured at Wallsend-on-Tyne, and in
order that there should be a full scale
test at sea 180 tons were taken on board
the ¢ Seythia’ and are being used to
burn under one boiler.

‘“ Among those who are taking a keen
intercst in the test are Admiralty, Board
of Trade, and Ministry of Mines officials,
in addltlon to coalowners, to whom its
success is of such obvious imporiance,
(A Board of Trade surveyor made a trip
from Liverpool to Queenstown in the
‘Scythia’ in order to gct first-hand
knowledge.)

“The oil is wmixed with very finely-
powdered coal, and the new fuel can
be handled and burned in cxisting ot
fuel burning installations, provided that
the boiler furnaces have alrcady been
adapted to the efficient combustion of
pure oil.

“The Cunard Company are continu-
ing their experiments and have a large
staff engaged in the work.

“Waar Stccrss MEaxs.

“ Naturally the heads of the Cunard
concern are delighted with the result of
the long experiments of their technical
experts, and when the news from New
York became generally known it was
discussed eagerly in Liverpool shipping
quarters.

“ It opens up simply 11m1tle<< possi-
bilities,” one shipping man said.”

It also points out the possibilities in Aus-
tralia.  If we could use 40 per cent. of coal
to 60 per cent. of oil in the oil-burning
vessels 1unnim_r, along our coast, it would
mean renswed lifo to our coal mdustn The
sams thing applies to all internal combustion
engines ot present using crude oil as well
as to the vail motors. I commend this
matter to the qonsidmation of the Guvern-
ment; and, if what T have suggest can
be pu i into operation, it will certainly «reate
more work in Quesnsland.

I cougratulate the Government on the
stepr they have already taken to provide
work at award rates of wages to the many
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men who have not had the opportunity
for practically three vears of getiing a decent
fortnight’s pay. Is will mean a lot to
the homes of those individuals to have
the handling of a fortnight’s pay again after
living for three ycars on the ration scale
provided by the late Government. I hope
that the work that has been started by the
Government will be an incentive to people
in outside industries. The Government are
quite preparcd to help any industry that
will create cmployment and find work for
our people at decent wages. If we act on
that, we shall get over the greatest diffi-
culty that faces Queensland, Australia, and
other parts of the world to-day. If we can
create employment and get men back to work
so that they will be able to provide for
their families in a decent way, then, if we
do necthing else in this Parliament, we shall
be doing something that will redound to the
honour and credit of the Labour Government
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!
Question stated.

Mr. FOLEY (Normanby) [11.55]: We were
naturally expecting some reply from the
opposite side of the House; but apparently
hon. members opposite have been so crushed
by the remarks of hon. members on this
side that there is not & reply forthcoming.

The Leader of the Opposition was at great
pains. when speaking, to criticise the Pre-
mier on his attitude at the Premiers’ Con-
ference. He pointed out that in essence the
Premicrs’ Plan was much the same as when
he was in power, when it was condemned
by hon. members now on this side of the
House, but he failed to convey to the House
and to the people of Queensland that the
damage had already been done by his col-
leagues and himself at previous conferences,
so that it was impossible for our Premier to
undo at the recent confercnce the harm that
had been previously dome. Something was
done by the present Premier that helped to
give some measure of relief to the unfor-
tunates in our community who ave suffering
through the operation of the system of
society under which we are living in the way
of assistance and employment that was not
available to them as the result of the delibe-
rations of the previous conferences,  All
credit is due to the present Premier for
putting forward at the last Premiers’ Con-
ference a constructive policy which las
resulted in the raising of further credit to
cnable developmient works to be pursued
throughout Australia, and so create more
purchasing power to enable us to carry on

and make up the deficiency in various
avenues of trade.
Dealing with that question, I might

point out that the late Government were
apparently devoid of Lknowledge of capi-
talistic economics, as waw apparent from the
policy they adopted while in power. Their
policy appeared to be to decrease as far as
possible the purchasing power of the workers
of this country; and, as a result of that
policy, they were bringing Queensland prac-
tically to the verge of bankruptey. If we
want evidence of that, we need only refer
to practically any page of the “A B ( of
Queensland Statistics.” In every table in
that book one can see nothing but drift,
from whatever angle one chooscs to analyse
the position,

During the period hon. members opposite
were in office, for instance, unemployment
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figures increased by 186 per cent.—a tre-
mendous increase. That fact alone should
be sufficient to indicate to them that they
were working along wrong lines. Most poli-
tical economists use unemployment figures
as & basis from which to work in estimating
the state of a country and discovering
whether it is on the upward grade or is
declining.  If unemployment 1is on the
increase, the only conclusion to which they
can come is that the trade of that country
is still declining., That is what prevailed
during the period tlie late Governmeni were
in office. Their policy was, first of all,
deliberately to deflate or reduce the remun-
eration of people in the Government ser-
vice, as well as to interfere in private
employment and bring about a similar state
of affairs there.

Their very first act was to tamper with the
existing arbitration laws. DLater thery used
powers under the Act to remove from the
ambit of the Industrial Court a whole army
of employees who were then receiving what
was constdered to he only a fair and reason-
able wage, and to reduce their wages in
some cases 50 per cent. That was so in the
case of station hands.

At 124 pan.,

Mr. Tozer: Mr. Speaker, I beg to draw
vour attention to the state of the Ilouse.

Quorum formed.

Mr. FOLEY : I regret the interruption. I
was dealing with the policy of the late Go-
vernment with regard to the purchasing
power of the pceople, because I consider that
the circumstances of the State gencrally
really depend upon it. If under a policy
similar to that adopted by the late Govern-
ment we reduce the purchasing power of our
people who, in the last analysis, are our
main market, disaster must naturally follow.
But, if, on the other hand, the policy of
the late Government was sound, they ought
to be able to show some result from it.

The figures relating to unemployment fur-
nish the Dbest indication of the disastrous
consequences of the action of the past Go-
vernment. 1 repeat that during their term
of office unemployment increased by 156
per ¢ont. View their record from whatever
angle you like, and one is met with tragic
results. The finanges of the State went from
bad to worse. Tremendous deficits were
incurred, despite the intolerable burdens
imposed upon the section of the community
least able to bear them. The late Govern-
ment did not hesitate to Impose taxation
upon those who should not have been asked
to carry such a burden. The late Trea-
surer, after anticipating a surplus of £3,000
odd, concluded with a deficit of about
£2,076,000. If their policy had been sound,
then we should be able to point to some
good results; but no matter how we view
their operations we are unable to find any-
thing of benefit. The Burecau of Science
and Industry compiled a number of indices
relating to business activity; but, scan those
tables as we may, we can find nothing but
decline in every branch of trade and indus-
try, with tragic depletion in the purchasing
power of the people. Purchasing power
created by an exchange of money at a given
rate constitutes the hinge upon which all
business activity must swing. If the workers
are reduced to the aboriginal standard, then
those industries that depend for their exist-
ence upon a stable wage fund provided by

Mr. Foley.]
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the workers must inevitably fall to the same
deplorable standard. The late Governnient
endeavoured to reduce the workers of this
State to that deplorable standard. Of
course we shall be actused of expending
joan money; and no doubt the hon. member
for Fassifern will not hesitate to ecriticisc
the decisions arrived at at the Premiers’
Conference. If the pecople demand that
under existing conditions we shall govern
along orthcdox lines, then I can sec no other
way of brldglng the gap of unemployment
than by either mncreasing taxation upon the
wealthy section of the community or by
raising loan money to absorb as many of
the unemployed as possible. I defy any
hon. member to point to any other alterna-
tive. I hold the view that society could be
so organised as to place a large number of
the unemployed in profitable work. If we
are to govern along orthcdox lines in con-
formity with the wishes of the people, then
we must either increase taxation upon the
wealth owners-or raise the necessary money
by way of loan.

Mr. Tozer: You are doing both.

Mr. FOLEY: We are, to a certain extent;
but everything that we do is necessary.
Why should we not do both? That is the

point.
Mr. Tozir: You are killing the State.
Mr. FOLEY: We are not killing the
State. We must all come to recognisc that

every man, woman, and child in this State
has the right to li\'e; and, whilst there is
wealth in this State, it is the duty of the
Labour Government to sce that the wealth-
owning section contributes a fair propor-
tion to enable the State to carry on, and to
find at least food, clothing, and shelter for
the people. If that cannot be done, then
where does this wealth go? In the final
analysis, it will go up in smoke; and the
people " will take control in the wealth-
producing agencies if that attitude is per-
sisted in. There is no other alternative.
Labour stands for the policy that those who
receive p10tect10n from the State in accumu-
lating their wealth shall contribute to the
cost of government,

An Oprosimiox MeuBer: Your taxation is
heavier than that in any other State in the
Commonwealth,

Mr, FOLEY : It is true that our taxation
is possibly a little heavier than in other
States. During the reign of the late Govern-
ment some glaring illustrations wers wit-
nessed of the imposition of burdensome taxa-
tion on the workers. This was done per
medium  of the unemployment relief tox,
while at the same time the wealthy land
proprietors were given a present of £140,000
per annum by the decision of the Govern-
ment not to re-enact the land tax. In other
words, the late Government said to one
cection of the workers, “ It is your duty to
find cmployment or sustenance for those
vorkers who are unemployed, when morally
and socially that is the duty of the wealth-
owning sections of the community.” In
addition, the Moore Governmens reduced
the income tax exemption frem £250 to

£150, and thus brought within the ambit of

this

method of taxation 150,000 new tax-
ers composed of workers and working
f, mers, who, sirictly speaking, should not
pay Income ‘rdi Tl“e%o peopls were prac-
tically robbed. That is my viewpoint, and

Falr. foley.
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the viewpoint of Labour generally. Unfor-
tunately, once a set of conditions is created
such as the latn Govermment created, it is
impossible for a Labour Cwovelnmnnt inume-
dintely to rectify its evils. I hope that, as
time goes on, no uneniployment relief tax
will be levied ou any worker reco g loss
than £250 per annum. It is my wi>l‘ that
this should come about before the expiration
of the present P is morally

Parliament. It
wrong to tax that section of the people.
Such a tax is equivalent to a dcliborate
reduction in wagss. Unfortunately. the
financial position of the State has been
reduced to such a level that this burden
cannot be removed immediately; but, as
time goes on, 1 trust that it will be impesed
only on those in receipt of higher incomes,
ar, in other words, on the wealth-owning
sections, Dbecause, after paying that tuxa-
tion, they will still have sufficient to live
upon. The conditions created by the late
Government have brought the State to the

verge of bankruptey, and have made it
extremely difficult for Labour to remedy
cxisting evils immediately. As time goes

on, let us hope that a graduated scale of
uncmployment relief tax, similar to our
1 working from a fraction
of a penny on an income of £250 and then
increasing gradually, will bs imposesl in
lien of the present system in order to give

succour to the less fortunate sections of our
communlty.
The capitalistic order of society has

reached a point when its chaotic, unorganised
slate is obvious. That is a result of the
anomalies ¢f the system.

Mr. DMoreax: That position has
Lrought about by the fourteen
Labour rule.

Mr. FOLEY: It is not due to the four-
teen years of Labour administration. World-
wide thinkers on this question recoguise
that the present world debacle is the vesult
of the anomalies existing within the
capitalistic systein of society. The time is
rapidly approaching when the average
working man and woman will say that
‘omotlmm is wrong with the present syste
and will demand thg right to work. Wl nen
that time comes, some reorganisation or
reconstruction  will  be ossontlal whether
hon. members opposite like it or not. The
present position, when throughout the world
over G0.000,000 are uncmployed and a
similar number partially unemployed, can-
not continue for any length of time. The
sooner Labour in this State and throughout
the Commonwealth rcalises the position and
formulates plans to meet it the better it
will be for the Labour movement as a
whole.  The basic trouble in the world to-
day is the result of pursuing throughout the
world a pelicy similar to that adopted by
the late Government during the thrce year:

becen
years of

they were in office.  In other words, the
wealth-owning  section of the community
have, in their greed and avariciousn:ss,

paid no attention to the necessity for in-
crrasing  the purchasing power of the
workers (ommonsmatc with the increase in
productivity. If the workers had heen
given sufficient purchasing power to keep
pace with the enormous inrrease in pro-
ductivity of industry, the cxisting depres-

¢ion would not have taken place. I com-
mend to hen. members opposite a niost
mtou\stmﬂ avticle in a recent issuc of
“ Current  History,”  wherein TProfessor
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Eckersley, dealing with the flaws in the
Hoover plan, points out that in America—
one of the highly industrialised countvies of
the world-——the productivity per wage worker
increased by 53 per cent., productive costs
decreased by 24.6 per cent., and the wages
of the workers decreased considerably in the
period  between 1919 and 1927, As that
learned ccenomist pointed out, it was im-
possible for the population of Ameries to
enjoy satisfactory conditions when no pro-
vision was made to increase the purchasing
powcr in ratio to the increased productivity.
It is esscntial that we realise a similar
position in Aus‘ralia, because, even if the
present depression passes and industry again
assuines an upward trend, the position will
have to be faced in a comparatively short
space of time. If it is desired to perpetuate
the capitalistic order, then it is necessary,
as Professor Eckersley pointed out, to make
provision to absorb that great army of
workers who are displaced froma industry
annrually as the result of the application of
more sciintific methods in industry. That
can bc done by instituting a shorter work-
ing day. TFurthermore, when that is done,
the sum total of those employed should be
given a purchasing power sufficient to enable
them to keep pace with the increased pro-
ductivity of industry. That is the only
solution, if the capitalistic system s to
continue.

I hope members of the Opposition, when
they eventually come to their senses and
decide to reply to the criticism of hon. mem-
bers on this side, will not indulge in carping
criticism of the Government, as was done
by their leader, the hon. member for
Aubigny. They should offer some con-
structive ideas, 1f they have any; but, judg-
ing by their record during the three ycars
they were in power, there is not one con-
structive idea in the Opposition to-day. Had
they possessed any constructive ideas, we
should have seen some result. Ve left them
in a favourable f{inancial position with
abundant funds. 'Their colleagues were in
power in the Commonwealth, dominating the
loan funds, and they could have been sup-
plied with ample lean money, had thew
desired it. If they had received loan money,
they could have put an army of workers in
employment, and given them a purchasing
power which would have retarded the slide
in this State. In that way they could have
bridged the gap caused by the falling off
in the oversecas trade. DBut we had nothing
but depression in all avenues. Unemploy-
ment increased; the trade figures within the
State decreased; and the hnancial figures
showed a definite decline year after year,
notwithstanding every effort that was made
to balance the budget per medinm of putting
further burdens on the lower-paid workers
in this State.

Reference is made in the Governor’s Speech
to the question of wool marketing. Xis
Excellency, dealing with this matter, said—

My advisers arc keenly alive to the

advantages which will accrue to the
whole State if certain contemplated

measures for the improved marketing of
wool are instituted throughout the Com-
monsyvealth, and the matter is receiving
very careful consideration.”
That is a matter of very great importance
to the wool industry in this State as weil
as throughout the Commonwealth. It is no
use shutting our cyes to the fact that it
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will be impossible for this industry to carry
on for any great length of time unless some
provision is made to enable the growers to
receive a greater amount for their product.
In the past we had an organisation known
as the British-Australian Wool Realisation
Association. hat association could easily
have liquidated all the asscts under its con-
trol and still maintained the organisation
had the wool growers of this State had a
proper say in the matter. But, unfortunately,
as a result of the broking interests and
cther financial interests that dominated the
various conferences to deal with the ques-
tion of a continuation of that organisation,
the whole thing was aliowed to lapse. Now
that the wool valucs have declined, we find
the whole community, including the brokers,
asking for some organisation to handle this
product from the marketing side.

I sincerely hope that the Premier and
his Cabinet are fully alive to this question,
and that they will use all the icfluence they
can with regard to bringing that proposal
to a definite and constructive stage.

I wish now to refer t» the activities of
the Main Roads Commission.

An OrrosiTion MeupEr : Tell us something
about Russia.

Mr. FOLEY: I might advise the hon.
member to lcok up some of the books on
Russia in the parliamentary library, when
he might get an idea or two_ that would be
helpful in regard to helping along the
interests of this State. They have at least
in Russia solved the unemployment prob-
lem.

%Ir. Braxp: By sweated labour.

Mr. FOLEY : I am satisfied from rcading
the admirable works on Russia in our par-
liamentary library that one thing which they
have solved in Russia, and which is not
solved in any capitalistic country in the
world, is the unemployment problem. Fur-
ther, I might wention that thev have given
the bov a chance.  1{on. member: opposite
had placards printed during the election
in 1929 asking tho clectors to give the hoy
a chance, and they obtained power through
that. In Australia therc are about 70,000
boys and girls to be placed in cmployment
every year, and we are not able to do it,
whereas in Russia they are placing 4,000,000
young people in cmployment every year.

Dealing with the BEiain Rosds Commis-
sion, I would mention the admirable work
that has been done while the commission
has been in operation. It is pointed out in
the report that it has completed 1.800 miles
cf road and approximately 32,000 feet of
bridges up to date, while thcre are at
present 200 miles of works under construc-
tion. I could emphasise the point that it
weas a Labour Administration which estab-
lished the Main Roads Commission in this
State. All kinds of ““ifs”” and ¢ buts”
were raised from the Opposition benches.
when the Bill was introduced. The construc-
tiveness of Labour’s policy is shown in con-
nestion with that measure, the commission
having completed 1.800 miles of road. 32.000
foet of bridges, with a programme ahcad of
200 miles of werks under construction.

Mr. Moreax interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I would point
out that, by continually interjecting, hon.
members on my left are cxhausting the-

’ Mr. Foley.]
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time to which the hon. member who has
the floor is entitled.

Mr. FOLEY: I have just a word to say
with regard to that portion of the Gover-
nor’s Speech dealing with pro:pectors. The
unemployment relief money that has been
allotted to the Mines Departinent for pros-
pecting purposes has resulted in prospectors
1 many parts of the State prospecting the
country fairly thoroughly, and some good
results are accruing at the present time.
In the Cracow district we have quite a
boom at the present time; but, apart from
that, I honestly belicve that quite a lot of
gold will be won in that part of the State.
In the Clermont district, as a result of the
money distributed to aid prospectors, a con-
siderable amount of gold is being found.
As a matter of fact, 1t amounts to consider-
ably more than the total of the prospecting
vote. I also believe that other new finds
will be made, and I thinlk the old Miclere
diggings will put into employment a con-
siderable number of men.

An OrrosiTion MEMBER :
give us credit for that.

 Mr. FOLEY: I give hon. members oppo-
site all the credit due to them; but I give
greater credit to the workers who subscribed
the necessary money to the unemployment
relief funds from their already reduced
incomes. Credit is indeed due to them for
subscribing so liberally without grumbling,
realising that they had an obligation, and
showing a willingness to meet that obligation.
The result is that much prospecting work has
been done during the last few years. The
system under which it is distributed, how-
ever, is not in the best interests of prospect-
ing. In the first place, application is made
to the warden and a grant is made on his
report, but for only four weeks’ assistance.
After going out into the bush perhaps 20 or
30 miles. the prospector has to return to town
to make a further application for another
month’s assistance. The most he can get in
any one year is assistance for three months.
Throughout the State there are distriets
where prospecting deces not proceed merely
on the boundaries of a township. The pros-
pector very often has to go into what may
be termed unexplered country, although only
40 or 50 miles away from a township.
Generally speaking, much of such country is
unexplored from a prospecting point of
view; and, once a grant is approved, the
applicant should get assistance for a suffici-
ent period to enable him to carry on his
work continuously. A grant of at least three
months’ assistance should be given to enable
him to stay on the job without interruption
by reason of the necessity to return to
town.

Notwithstanding any criticism that may
be levelled at the Government from the
Opposition benches, I fvel confident that the
destinies of the people of this State are safer
in the hands of Labour than they were in
the hands of the late Government during
the past three years. At least we have con-
structive ideas on this side, and men capable
of putting into being organisation for the
employment of our manhood. Even with
the limited money at our disposal, I expect
at the end of three years to be able to point
to some result, which cannot le said of the
late Administration. I feel confident that
the people of Queensland can safely icave
the destinies of this State in Labour’s hands
for a very long time to come.

[Mr. Foley.
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Mr. GAIR (South Brisbane) [12.34]: It is
with much surprise that I observe the reluct-
ance of hon. members opposite—members of
that so-called Nationalist Party, who claim
to be the only loyal political party—to cou-
tribute anything to the debate on this mes-
sage of welcome and loyalty to His Excellency
the Governor.

1 desire to offer my contribution to this
debate, and, as a Qucenslander, I extend
a welcome to His Ixcellency the Governor
and trust that his stay In our State will
be a very pleasant one. I regret that the
late Government decided to invite Ilis
Exc:llency to occupy the position of Go-
vernor of Queensland at a time when
economies were necessary in every direction.
We are all aware of the expense incurred
in maintaining Government House and in
having an overseas Governor. The time is

long past when all the States of the
Commonwealth should have scparate Go-
vernors, I hold the wview that one

Governor for the Commonwealth is guite
sufficient; and [ hope that that view will
be generally approved at no far distant
date. I am sure that IIis Excellency muss
feel much embarrassed at the indecent haste
displayed in making his appointment. The
term of the late Governor, S8ir John
Goodwin, had not expired when our present
Governor was appointed and had arrived
in this State. However, as a loyal subject
of the King, I welcome the Governor, and
I can assure him of the loyalty of hon.
members on this side of the House.

Mr. Speaker, I offer .you my congratula-
tions on your appointment to your high
office in this Assembly. For some time past
you have not enjoyed good health, but I
am sure 1 am sexpressing the sincere hope
of every hon. member vwhen I say that we
hope that you will be rapidly restored to
your former state of health.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Ilear, hear!

Mr. GAIR: It must be very reassuring
and very pleasant for you, Mr. Speaker, to
know that your election to your high office
was a unanimous one. I am sure that it must
be very pleasing to you to know that you
enjoy the confidence, not only of hon. mem-
bers on this side, but also of members of
the Opposition. I have no doubt that you
will carry out your duties in a manner that
will do credit to yourself and to the Queens-
land Legislative Assembly. As one born
and reared in this State, and one who is
always anxious to see this State prosper, I
cxpriss the view that on 1lth June last the
people of Queensland displayed great wis-
dom in defeating the incompetent and re-
actionary (Government led by the present
Leader of the Opposition. It is pleasing to
know that the pcople of this State took the
first opportunity to depose that Govern-
ment and to return a Labour Government
with a rmandate to carry out the policy of
Labour from the point at which it was in-
terrupted in 1929. We know that on that
occasion the people of Queensland were
misled by diabolical pledges and misstate-
ments, They did not forget the wonderful
electioneering cries which played on the
feelings and the hearts of the people of the
State at a time when there was a certain
measure of distress and uncemployment. At
that time there was a measure of unem-
ployment; but, sad to say, it has trebled
since then. Well do we remember the cry
of *“£2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs!” The people
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of Queensland had not forgotten that cry
whein the late Government attempted to

plav on their feelings again. The late
Gov.rnmeut definitely pledged themselves

to make £2,000,000 available immediately
thes were olected; but what did they do?
Dic they carry out that promise? The
rep'y is in the negative; but, as a result
of their foolish policy of deflation over
a pericd of three years, uncmpioyment
figures increased from 7.1 per cent. 1n 1929
to over 18 per cent. in 1922,  That was
one result of the policy of the 1late
Administration. Other promises msde on
that occasion were no wage reductions, no
incresse in hours of labour, and the pre-
servation of the principle of arbitration.
All these promises were broken; and the
people took the [irst opportunity which pre-
sonted itself of disposing of this reactionary
promise-breaking aiid incomipetent Govern-
ment. In its stead they returned to this
Assembly a party in which they have the
utmost trust, remembering that, as a Go-
vernment over a period of fourteen years,
they had done much for the progress of
the State and for the contentment, comfort,
and progress of the people.

At tbe dissolution of Parliament this year
the Labour Party had many handicaps in
going before thas electors. We all know
that the electoral laws were tampered with,
and that many decent and worthy citizens
were disfranchised. We also know that the
clectoral boundaries were tinkered with and
rigged, with the result that a number of
Labour members werc deprived of elec-
torates. With this heavy handicap Labour
faced the people; but, as history has
shown, no interference with electoral laws,
no redistribution of boundaries of electo-
rates, will save a Government which has
been guilty of having broken its promises
and pledges to the people, as the results on
11th June showed. 1In spite of all these
handicaps and interferences, the people gave
the one and only answer that was capable
of being given to the Moore-Barnes Adminis-
tration, We remember the remmarks of Mr.
Fry, the ex-member for Kurilpa, who accused
the then Attorney-General, Mr. Maecgroarty,
of sacrificing him politically for the purpose
of making his own political life secure in
the electoral district of South Brisbane.
We remember, too, how Mr. Fry was deter-
mined to contest the South Brisbane elec-
torate in spife of the fact that Mr,
Macgroarty had rcceived the party endorse-
ment; but suddenly, and perhaps suspici-
ously, Mr. Fry lost all his determination
and calmly resolved to return to his Waterloo
in Kurilpa., Mr. Macgroarty remained in
what he considered to be the safe seat of
South Brisbane, but once again his judgmment
was astray. The electors of South Brisbane
took the opportunity of effectively ring-
barking him, as he had ringbarked the
Industrial Court. Mr. Macgroarty and Mr.
Try not ouly lost their scats, but the hon.
member for Togan and many other hon.
membevs opposite nearly shared the samo
fate in what they regarded as safe electo-
rates. As I caid, any Government who so
ruthlessly break their pledges must recog-
nize that the wrath of the paople wiil come
down upon them at the frst opportunity,
and that no interference with the people's
privileges will save tham.

The main question that is agitating the
minds of members of the Government here,
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as in other countries, is the solution of the
uncmployment preblem. Under kthe vile
administration of the Moore-Barnes Govern-
ment uncmployment increased to an alarm-
ing extent; so much so that the present
Government on assuming office was faced
with a most difficult task at one of the worse
periods in the political history of Queens-
land. The Labour Government do not
enjoy the advantages that accompanied the
previous Government into power, when
approximately £5,000,000 were at the dis-
posal of the Moore Government to expend
for the benefit of the people of this State.
Unfortunately, the present Giovernment take
office with almost an empty Treasury, and
with a difficult unemployment situation
which shows an increase in unemployment
from 7.1 per cent. in 1929 to 18.2 per cent.
in 1932,

Much has been said about ¢ Finance is
government, and government is finance’;
and considerable emphasis was laid on the
Premiers’ Plan providing for the creation
of employment and for the balancing of
budgets. A review of the record of the late
Government will disclose to what extent
the plan succeeded in achieving its objec-
tive. So far from creating employment, the
operation of the plan under the lute Adminis-
tration had the effect of accentuating the
unemployment problem. The late Trea-
surer, who mnow sits oun the Opposition
benches as the hon. miember for Wynnum,
prated at length on the necessity for
balancing the Budget. The hon. member
on numerous occasions suggested that pros-
perity was just around the corner. Now
that we have a younger Treasurer in office
it is to be hoped that he will succeed in
catching  up with Mr. Prosperity.

Hon. members opposite talk at length on
the deficits that prevailed during previous
Labour Governments; but I would remind
them that those deficits sink into insignifi-
cance compared with those built up by the
Moore-Barnes Government. No Government
has any reason to be proud of a record
which shows an accumulated deficit of over
£4,000,C00 in threc years, or an increase of
175 per cent. in deficits over a period of
twelve months. I leave the matter to the
sound judgment of secnsible people, who
will realise to what extent the late Govern-
ment succeeded in remedying the unfortu-
nate position which prevailed during their
term of office. Before and since my elec-
tion to this House it has been my sad
experience in the electoral district of South
Brisbane to mect many cases of people on
the verge of starvation. I have in my pos-
session at the present time a certificate from
a medieal man which shows that a child
was an inmate of the Brisbane General
Hospital solely because of under-nourish-
ment. No person should want in a State
of plenty such as Queensland is; and it
is to the discredit of the recent Government
that this position exists to-day. While all
this distress prevailed, the cx-Treasurer
deliberately refused to avail himself of any
financial assistance offering, and thereby
lost the opportunity of alleviating the dis-
tress.

.Hon. W. H. BarxEs: Speaker, T
rise to a point of order. The hon. member
made a statement which 1 say is absolutely
untrue. He stated that I absolutely refused
to accept certain loan money. I say that
is not true, and I ask that it be withdrawn,

Mr. Gair.)

Mr,
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. memher for
South Brisbane must accept the denial of
the hon. meinber for Wynnum.

Mr. GAIR: We Lknow that in the years
1929 and 1930 the people of this State sub-
scribed over £2,000,000 by way of loans to
the Commonwealth and that between
December, 1929, and December, 1931,
£7,000, 000 of credit was released hy the
Loan Council and the Commonwealth Go-
vernment; and it is surprising to me to
hear the denial of the late Treasurer. Bvi-
dently he was not awake to the position,
and did not obtain some of that money for
the benelit of the people of this State. In
spite of their electioneering promises in
1929 that there would be no reduction in
wages and no increase of hours we know
that these things were done. We know that
the Moore Government did everything they
said they would not do, and did not do one
thing that they said they would do., That
is the record of the Moore-Barnes combina-
tion. We know that the people had to
suffer a reduction of wages, increased hours,
a reduction in the allowance to Stato
children, in the unemployment insurance
payments in grants to charitable institutions
such as our hospitals, that are doing so much
good work for the people of Queensland;
and, last, but not least, an attack was made
on the scholarship facilities extended to the
children of Quecnsland.

The PreMier: A grave injustice to the
working clzsy children,

Mr. GAIR: While all these economnies
were being made, it is reasonable to assume
that, instead of having a record deficit,
Quoellslaud would have had a surplus. That
is the record of the Moore-Barnes Adminis-
tration—a Government that was everlastingly

crying about balancing the budget. The
Moore ~Administration has never been
equalled in Quecnsland for incompetency,

promise-breaking, or reactionary legislation.
The pcople of Queecnsland, in their wisdom,
have succeeded in getting rid of this reac-
tionary Government, and have restored to
power a humane Government that will con-
sider the interests of the people at all times
and will do its best for the people of this
State. They can depend upon it that they
will receive at least consideration in that
irection, and that they will not be exploited
as they have been during the past three
years. They know that the workers of
Queensland were surrendered to the employ-
ing and exploiting classes of this State, and
were robbed of their right to go to the
Arbitration Court to get justice. They were
just surrendered to the exploiters--to do as
the masters of our opponents would direct
—but I am glad to see that an Arbitration
Bill is to be brought forward, under which
the system of arbitration is to be amended.
1 trust the time is not far distant when the
workers of Quecnsland will receive agzain
the proteetion which they enjoyed so long
under Labour administration.

Before concluding, let me take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating the Premier on his
conduct of the affairs of the State at the
recent Premisrs’ Conference—it was like sun-
shine let into a dark cell. For the years
during which Messrs. Moore and Barnes had
control of the State we had nothing but
deflation, depression, and distress. Our
present Premier went down to Canberra with
many disadvantages and obstacles in his way.

[Mr. Gair.
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We had the Tory press of this State stating
that he could do nothing except what Lang
did and break up the conference, and that
he could net succced in getting one peniy
of loan money, We on this side are proud
of the work of the Premier. The efforts he
made had at least the effect of inspiring
confidence in the State, and he won the
support of many of his political encmies
there. He quoted world authorities which
proved that the policy of deflation carried
cut by the Moore-Barnes Government and
other Governments of the Commonwealth
during the last three yecars was all wrong,
"11d the sooner we got away from that pohcy
of deflation and created employment and
provided wages for the workers of this great
State of the Commonwealth the better it
would be.

An OrrosiTios
get on with it.

Mr., GAIR : The hon. member can depend
upon our doing it, and our work will be for
the great benefit of Queensland. We will
not do anything that will favour merely
one small section of the community. Our
Jegislation will be in the interests of the
people of this State, and not in the interests
of a few exploiters who have prospered and
preyed on the workers of Quecensland.

I note with pleasure that the relief
workers of Queensland are being paid at
award rates. I am also pleased to sec that
the Government have already taken back
into sccicty, as, it were, the single men who
have heen pena;hbd durlng the last three
years, and recognised their claim to some
work. Instead of having to walk a long
distare in an underfed condition, as they
had to do prier to the change of Government
for a paltry 6s. worth of rations, they can
to-day get their rations at the nearest police
station; and, in addition to that, they are
receiving one day’s relief work per fort-
night, which will enable them at least to live.
I um certain that before long the conditions
which now obtain will be much improved,
and that the relief worker will be taken
away from the slave system introduced by
hon. members opposite and be given decent
empleyment, and that the single men will
also receive further consideration from the
Government,

At 2 pm.,

The CuarrmaN or CommITTEES (Mr.
Hanson, Buranda) relieved Mr.
the chair.

Mr. GAIR: We know that prior to the
election the single man was ostracised from

society, and was required to abandon what
shelter or home he had and walk 25 or 30

MeMBER : You had better

E. J.
SPEARER in

miles to secure a miserable 6s. worth of
rations. As a result of the election, how-
ever, the new Labour Government have

given these single men their rights, and,
although at the present time they are unable
to do as much as they would like, neverthe-
less these men can rest assured that in the
very near future the position will be greatly
improved and that they will receive the
consideration they deserve, and that as
many of them as possible will be placed in
regular employment.

I am also glad to see on the list of
measures that will be presented to this
Parliament an FElections Act Amendment
Bill. During the term of the last Govern-
ment the Elections Acts were considerably
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interfered withy, inasmuch as it was made
necessary for an elector to reside at one
:ddress for three months before he became
cualified to vote. That I consider was most
unfair, and had the effect of disfranchising
many worthy citizens. Persons who were
bern and had lived in Queensland all their
lives were unable to qualify to vote because
circumstances forced them to leave their
permanent iaddresses in search of work.
The Government propose to return to the
conditions that existed previously, so that
it will be necessary for an elector to have
only ome month’s residential qualification in
order that he may exercise the franchise.
I know that at the last election many
workers in Queensland engaged in what we
may call nomadic callings were disfran-
chised as a result of the amendment of the
Acts made by the late Government.

I am also pleased that another step
towards progress and democracy is intended
to be made in the amendment of the City
of Brisbane Act. This is another statute
‘that waz interfered with by the late Govern-
ment without very much result other than

loss to the Greater Brisbane Council in
its administration.  Adult franchise was
abolished, and a property qualification

adopted in its stead. The amendment of the
City of Brisbane Act also provided for the
creation of an executive and for the elec-
tion of the Lord Mayor by aldermen
assembled in gereral council. These amend-
nients censtituied an attack upon the deino-
cratic system that previously prevailed, and
that now prevails in other parts of the
Commonwealth. I am very pleased to know
that we arc to return to the democratic
principle in connection with local authority
elections. This will enable every «citizen
to exercise his right to choose representatives
in municipal government; and it will enable
the Lord Mayor to be elected by the majority
vote of the people as a whole. I am sure
that these proposals will receive the general
apprcbation of the majority of the people
of the metropolis.

Another important matter which will com-
mand the attention of the Government—a
matter of vital importance to the housewives
of Brisbhane—will be amendments of the
Gas Act and the Electric Light and Power
Act. This will enable the Government to
exercise a control over the price of these
commodivies. We were frequently told
during the past three years that wages
must be reduced and that the cost of living
had declined; but the housewife knows full
well that the decline in the cost of living
has not been in the same ratio as the reduc-
tion in wages. No reduction has taken place
in the price of gas and electricity to the
consumer because the companies in contro.
of these commodities are the friends of our
political opponents, and belong to a privi-
leged section who at all times receive con-
sideration and protection at the hands of an
anti-Labour Government. The great mass
of the workers are always exploited and
attacked by way of wage reductions,
increased hours, and by the deprivation of
many other things that tend to a comfort-
able and decent living, I am sure that the
alteration in the law relating to gas and
electricity will be received with applause
by the people. Often I have been asked,
“ Why have the Government not taken some
steps to reduce the price of gas and elec-
tricity 27 Wages have been regularly

[18 AugusT.]

Address in Reply. 49

reduced over the past few years; but no
alteration was ever madc in the price of
gas or electricity. The people can rest
assured that, as soon as the law is amended,
consideration will be given to the question
of the control of the price of these com-
modities.

The Governor’s Speech refers to a very
important measure which will aid consider-
ably in the solution of the evil of unemploy-
ment. I refer to a Development of
Unproductive Lands Bill. I believe we are
all agreed that it is highly undesirable
that a very large number of our population
should be compelled to pace the streets of
the capital and most important cities of the
State; and it is, therefore, the duty of a
Government to make available to those
people some of the land that is not now
being used to its full economic capacity.
There are such lands that could very well
be brought into production for the benefit
of the people and of the State as a whole.
There are many undeveloped districts in
this State wherc a sound land development
policy can be embarked upon with profit.
We all know that the wealth of a country
lies in the development of its land; and it
is only necessary to encourage the cultivation
of our virgin lands in order to overcome the
present unemployment evil and add wealth
to the country, Up to the present no assist-
ance has been given in this direction; and,
while there has been a perpetual cry for the
young man to go upon the land and settle
thereon, no encouragement has been given
him to do so. No man can be expected to
go out and settle upon the land unless some
assistance iz granted him to do so, more
especially if he has bcen out of employment
for some considerable time. I trust that the
amending Bill will be a liberal one, and
one that will lead to the absorption of many
of our unemployed workers, I feel certain
that the Government will give this matter
close consideration with that object in view.
Queensland is a naturally prosperous State,
and a sound land development policy will
accomplish many things for the people. This
is a matter that should appeal to the support
of every hon. member.

Our greatest evil to-day is unemployment.
It is a matter that is agitating the minds
not only of this Governnient, but of every
Government in the Commonwealth and the
world. I feel confident that the change of
Government will, after three years of aggra-
vated depression, be welcome in this State.
The policy of deflation engaged upon by the
late Government aggravated the unemploy-
ment position, and created further unem-
ployment.  As the Premicr said at the
reeent  Premiers’ Conference, if the wage
reduction policy was continued as a further
attack on the workers’ wages, the purchasing
power of the people would be so diminished
that the business man would not make his
turnover, and his diminished profits would
curtail the power of money. The remarks
of the Premjer made the other Premiers
realise that the lines along which they had
been procceding for the preceding ~ three
years were wrong, that some definite plan
for the creation of avenucs of employment
was necessary, and that the policy of defla-
tion would not bring about this desire. The
Premier of New South Wales supported the

remicr; and the result of the conference
forces me to helieve that a conscientious
effort will be made to create avenues of

Mr. Gair.]
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employment. Up to the present no attempt
has been made in that direction. The ex-
Premicr and ex-Treasurer repeatedly went
South to Canberra and Melbourne, and re-
turned with a mournful tale of depression
and the need of economy, and further
economy. If there had not been a change
of Government, and if the Premier had nci
attended the Premiers’ Conference im the
capacity of a Labour Premier, it was in-
tended that a further reduction in rcal
wages to the extent of 10 per cent. would
take  place. The Leader of the Opposition
and his colleagnes may venture to contradict
that statement; nevertheless 1t i« an uncon-
trovertible fact. ITad that reduction taken
the present ecomomic position would
been aggravated. Fortunately, the
people of Queensiand wisely decided to
follow the present Leader of the Govern-
ment, and, as the representative of this
State at the Premiers’ Conference, he sue-
ceeded in winning the representatives of
other States over to his views.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAXER: Order! The
hon, member has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [2.15
pm.}: I offer my congratulations to Mr.
Speaker on his election to his high office in
this Assembly. The appointment is a wise
selection. On many occasions I have had the
privilege of testing his capabilities in the
role of chairman, and 1 feel certain that
he will £ll the high office to which he has
been called with credit to himself and to
this Parliament.

The people of Queensland have been suc-
cessful to the extent of being able to replace
the political wreckers who have controlled
the affairs of Queensland for the last three
yearz. In their work of destroying demo-
cratic measures framed by previous Labour
Governments, the late Government can be
likened to the ancient wreckers of Corn-
wall and Wales, who were wont to lure
unfortunate ships upon the rocks and thereby
profit handsomely when those ships broke
up. By beacons of false promises the poli-
tical wreckers of Queensland who have had
control during the past three years lured the
ship of Queensland upon the rocks in 1929
and pillaged that ship of all the democratic
nieasures that the Labour Party had pro-
vided during their fifteen years of office.
So wild and furious werc these gentlemen
in their wrecking tactics that they did not
look ahead. They failed completely to
see the morass of financial difficulties that
ensued as a result of their efforts in break-
ing up the democratic principles which
Labour Governments, in their wisdom, had
legislated for. Undoubtedly hon. members
opposite have only themselves to blame for

now being in opposition. They are cer-
tainly in their right place there, as the
people realised after three vears of the

Moore Government’s administration; and it
is likely that they will remain there for
an indefinite period. What hon. members
opposite failed to realise is that the people
of any country have the common citizen’s
right to work. By their legislation the pre-
vious Government immediately proceeded
to deprive the workers of this State of the
democratic counditions that existed under the
Labour regime. To-day hon. members oppo-
site are so devoid of economnic acumen that
they cannot understand the present pesi-
tion of the State. They have been the

[Mr. Gair.
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toadying tools of big business interest: and
of the high financial magnates who control
their party organisation at headquarters
The party opposite accepted in their
entirety the suggestions and the orders of
Sir Otto Nicmeyer, who came here to fasten
the shackles of the financial Jews upon tie
workers of Australia. They know aiso that
their Premier and Treasurer at all times
upon their visits to Southern capitals to
attend Premiers’ conferences had to accept
the dictates of the financial magnates as
against the best interests of the people of
this State.

The total Commonwealth debt at 30th
June, 1930, was £1,100,597,188. As aguinst
that the amount of fluid currency in gold,
silver, and notes in the Commonwealth to-day
is only £64,815,428. That is a striking illus-
tration of what happens in financial circles.
The pilots of finanes, of whom our friends
opposite take notice, are to-day the best
adepts at kite-flying in finance that you
can find anywhere in the world. We have
a fluid coinage and ncte issuc of £64,645,426
and against it we have a debt of over
$£1,100,600,00. The people who understand
the financial position know perfectly wwell
that a country cannot be stable when that
condition of affairs exists. That has been
caused bz our entry into the war. The
total expenditure by the Australian people
on account of the war was over £744,000,000.
I want to know from those peopie who
believe that we should take notice of these
wonderful financial experts whether they
consider that a war cxpenditure of
£744,000,000 is to be made up by reductions
in wages on the part of the workers;
whether they expect the workers to do the
fighting and the dying for them, and tlien
expect them and their dependants in_ after
years to pav the piper for that expenditure,
and to go into the mills, factories, and
workshops to work for the miserable pittance
that the Moore Government said they were
only entitled to in the shape of wages dur-
ing the last three years? These are (uestions
that our friends cannot answer, It is a wwell-
known fact that finance to-day is in a very
chaotic state because of the fact that the
gold standard that was used prior to the
war was used for the purposc of exchange,
and that, &s a result of the machinations
of the financial group during the war period,
the control of the currency of the world
got into the hands of two groups—the
American group and the British and French
group. That shows wus that Sir Otic
Niemeyer’s plan, which was accepted by the
the late Premier, was part and parcel of the
big scheme that has been operating through-
out the world to force down the =tandard
cf living of the workers of the world in
order that they themselves shall reap finan-
cial benefit therefrom.

An OprosrTioNn MEMBER: What has Scullin
dene?

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: Jim Scullin fell for
the Premiers’ Plan in the first instance, and
v.hat happened to him? Had he fought and
gone to the country on the Central Rescrve
Bank Rill #nd no acceptance of the Premiers’
Plan, there would have been a Labour Party
in power in the Federal arena to-day. That
was one mistzke which was made; but we
are going to profit by ths mistakes of the
past, and we do not intend to fall like
Scullin did.  Our friends opposite state that
we must pay our respects to high financing;
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but I say that we shall sooner or later have
to fght financial institutions to the last
ditell.  This country cannot go on as it has
been doing during the past eleven or twelve
years.

An Orrositiox MEMBER: Borrowing all the
time.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: We cannot go on
paying out every year in interest the huge
sumn involved, and continue as a happy and
centented community.  There is only one
medium of production, and that is labour
applied in the factories, workshops, and
fields; that is the only system in operation
throughout, not only this country but the
world to-day, that can produce any wealth
to meet the situation as I see it. The
wealth to-day is not contained in the bank
vaults, although our friends opposite would
have us believe it is. It is contained in the
production by the working class of the coun-
try through the labour applied to mechanical
devices in the factories, workshops, and
ficlds; ret we are told that the wealth is
in the hands of the high financial geniuses
who are supposed to operate affairs success-
fully throughout this wonderful country of
ours, and then, when we want to carry on
the utility services of this State, we have to
g6 down to the Loan Council and beg for a
few pounds, like the South Australian Pre-
mier had to do when he wanted a few
pounds to carry on his State,

We, however, are not in the position of
heving to do that. We have not stoop=d to
the position of crawling for a few measly
pounds to meet local situations, knowing
that under the present circumstances we
cannot get out of the ditch. The position
is that sooner or later the Labour Party will
have to tackle the problem from another
point of view; but, because of the muddle
hon. members opposite left this State in
through their financial policy, we are forced
to compromise for the tirie being. Hon.
members opposite know that sooner or later
there is going to be a change throughout
the world in connecction with the present
syetem. The capitalistic system in operation
to-day is fast foiling; and soonecr or later it
will be brought home to hon. members
opposite that it has failed, and they will
leave their present psychology bzhind. The
realisation will be forced upon them by
stern measures taken on behalf of the workers
in industry. Hon. members opposite will
recognise when the time comes that what I
am saxing to-day is correct.

We in this State arec not in any way
responsible for the position in which we
find ourselves. We know that we are part
and parcel of the British Empire, and that
the Empire entcred into the war of 1914-18
with the idea of stopping the expansion of
Germany and her allies with respect to the
world’s trade. No other conclusion can be
drawn with respeet to the cause of the
Great War. The result is that the Britizh
Empire is to-day on the verge of bank-
ruptcy, and all the remedial measures pos-
sible in connection with the financial laws
of the Fmpire are being utilised to bolster
up the tottering system of capitalism. The
Bank of England recently issued a huge
fiducizry note issue in order to put some
fluid credits, as it were, into circulation, so
as to stop the advocates of working-class
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activities in England by giving employment
to the discontented workers there.

We are adopting the same tactics in Aus-
tralia to-day. By going to the Loan Counecii
and getting a few pounds here and a few
pounds there, and pouring it into the avenues
where employment can be found or putting
it into industry wherever it is possible, we
are endeavouring to stop the rising tide of
the economic might of the workers. We are
fearful that those workers will use on us
the strength that we know perfectly well
they possess. Our friends opposite recog-
nise the fact, if they would only admit the
truth.

‘Why is it that during the past twelve
months we have had no fewer than three
confererces aftecting the British Fmpire
alone—a conference on disarmament, a con-
ference on the unemployment question, and
now at Ottawa a conferencs on finance and
trade stimulation? Why is it that the so-
called geniuses of this wonderful system
have had to go into conference every few
months? Is it not a fact that they recog-
nise that growing up around them is a
seething mass of discontented workers? Do
they not recognise that In countries outside
the British Empire drastic changes are
taking place in the economic structure? We
must recognise these things if we are going
to get anywhere. The Labour Party to-day
has started out on the right track, although
it has not gone as far as I would like to
see it go. Believe me, the unemployment
relief tax has not advanced as far in the
higher range of taxation as I would like to
see it. The mere fact that we cannot offer
single men and women enough work every
week to keep them from starving proves to
me that even the taxation proposals laid
down by the Premier in his policy speech
arc not advanced enough to finance what is
a legitimate charge on the community, situ-
ated as it is; but we know that we have to
mark time—we have to go slowly. The
mess the Opposition left us in could only be
compared to the state of a china shop after
a Herclord bull had been in it for a few
hours. There is not th# slightest doubt that
hon. niembers opposite made a wonderful
mess of the Treasury during the past three
years, and there is not the slightest donbs
erther that their confreres in the Australian
Parliament will make a wonderfull mess
thers, too.  They are moving fast towards
cconomic destruction, and it 1s evident that
the people realise the position. They are
like a man standing with the button on his
rapier watching to see if the other fellow
is going to take the button off his weapon.
Although they know what they will have to
fight for, they hesitate, because they are
fearful of the wounds that might follow. Wae
are suffering to-day in respect of unemploy-
ment because we do nct realize our truc
economic position, and do not admit
economic fundamentals,

Mr. Tozer: We agree that you do not.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : Hon. members oppo-
site never did, because psychologically they
are incapable of doing 1t. Their reasoning
faculties are not sufficiently developed, and
their tutorship in the past has not been
such as to give them the outlook nccessary
to cope with the position as we see it to-duy.
Let me place hefore hon. members the
remarks of one of the leading economists
of the day, Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler,

Mr., Q. C. Taylor.]
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President of Columbia University, United
States of America—

“ The economic, the social, and the
political convulsions which are sheking
the whole world are without a parallel
in history. It is quite futile to draw
curves and to make charts of how earlier
depressions and cconomic crises in the
world have developed and how they
have led the way to recovery. This
procedure is wholly futile, because con-
ditions are entircly without precedent,
and the remedies for these conditions
will have to be without precedent as
well””

That is the opinion of a well-known econo-
mist, who recognised that different measurcs
must be employed to-day to deal with the
problems that confront us; but hon. mem-
bers opposite would go back to the horse
instead of using the aeroplane in the solu-
tion of our difficulties. Hon. members oppo-
site would probably wonder what had
happened in other countries if they were
infortned that in some of the countries of
the world employers are compelled to give
employment to a certain number of people,
wiether they like it or not.

Mr. Braxp: Do you believe in that?

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR : The slaves in ancient
Engiaxd had to be kept by the barons; but
the slave machines of to-day are cast aside
when their masters do not require them for
production. They can now starve on the
outskirts of the factories, fields, and work-
shops. The Spanish Government of to-day
have adopted an unusually stiff unemploy-
ment policy. I wonder what hon. members
opposite would :ay if a similar policy were
adopted here. The policy provides that cach
tandholder must employ a certain number
of people, and that, if the required number
are not given work, the land can be re-
garded as abandoned, and possession taken
of it in the name of the workers, and
organised under a local agrieultural com-
mittee.  Hon. members opposite do not
appreciatn  the economic progress that is
being msde. {Opposition laughter.; Hon.
members opposite may «it there and giggle
inanelr as long as they like; they cannot
disturb my cquaninity. We understand the
working-class position, which is the true
position, a reflex of which c¢an be found
throughout the world, It is no wonder that
thrones have crashed, or are tottering to
their doony, because the countries have failed
to recognise the trune cconomic position <o
far as 1t relates to the unemployment of
the working class. We must place the pecple
back in employment; and; if we cannot
achieve that end by means of an cquitable
taxation impost, then suflicieit money will
have to be found to put them back to work
under the capitalistic system until they can
change the system for themselves.

Mr. DBraxp: What
social credit syster:?

M. G. C. TAYLOR: The Douglas social
credit system will mierely assist to bring
further chaos. That system would be quite
all right if we could ali conduct our busi-
ness by means of bartcr. That would be all
right :f the hon. member was a farmer and
I was a bootmaker, and, when he required
a pair of boots, I could take them to him
in exchange for wheat, which I could grist
into flour. That system is impossible. The
Douglas social credit system could not

(Mr. @. C. Taylor.
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operate unle:ss barter was possible by all
courtries in the worid. The figures that
Lave given clearly indicate that there is less
fAuid credit yunning through the channels
of industry in the Commonwealth than would
ineet the debt of any one State. It is im-
possible 1o carry on industry unless che
necessary fluid credits are releascd into the
proper channels to carry industry to a suc
cessful conclusion.  There 1must inevitably
be a proper svstem to direct the fluid credits
into those channels where they are required,
so that the pa-t chaotic system will not con-
tinue. We must not continue the old system,
which enabled a few people to obtain cheap
use of that credit and to skim off the profits
from investment in gilt edged securities
merely to bank the profit again as fived
deposits.  We must regulate industry, not
only on the finencial side but also on the
productive side.

I hope that, when the Government set up
the Burecau of Economics, we shall have a
body that will be able to find out where it
is possible to create production, and that
production shall be created in such a manner
as not to cause over-production either in the
markets of this State or in the export trade
market. We cannot allow the present
chaotic conditions to become more acute.
To-day the wool industry is suffering because
Auring the war, when the British-Australian
Wool Realisation Association was control-
ling the affairs of the woolgrowers, prices
were inflated, and they got huge rake-offs
when wool attained the price of 3s. 10d.
and 4s. per lb. To-day, when a reaction
has set in, woolgrowers are finding that they
cannot secure for their product sufficient
to pay the cost of production. Why?
Because, when conditions were good, they
never attempted to secure a solution of the
difficulty. Ther never looked ahead. The
result is that the wool industry to-day can-
not do anything to help itself. That is
because they talk about a price level for
external trade. Price levels are things which
are created by the banking lustitutions and
o falling trade balance. The falling trade
balance 1s bolstered up by a higher exchange
rate. Consequently, when the overseas buyer
comes here to buy our wool, for which he
might pay 1s. per lb. in normal timecs, he,
in collusion with the brokers, offers 9d.
per lb. only because of the adverse rate of
exchange. The woclgrower has to take that
offer whether he likes it or not because there
is no competition among the buyer:. They
have a gentlemen’s understanding, such as
the hon members opposite believe in. The
difference between 1s. and 9d. per 1b. repre-
sents something which the growers of wool
should have received, but did not bcecause
of this henourable understanding. The
rehabilitation of this Siate will not arise
from palliative measures. It will only come
about by the fixed determination on the
part of the pcople to get from the financial
Jews the necessary amount of fiuid currency
to put into industry. By putting that fluid
currency into industry and controlling the
product of the industry we shall be able to
make good. It is a positive fact that
people who read only the ‘ Courier” or
¢ Daily Mail” cannot get a good grip of
what is happening in other countries. We
are called on to face post-war problems later
than did European countries. We are asked
to pay in full the war debts of this country
which accrued during the 1914.18 period.
We have been asked to pay the total of
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£104,000,000 in pensions from the year 1919
to the vear 1831, We are also asked to pay
£7,800,000 a year in war pensions, and meet
the interest on the total war debt, including
the cost of pensions and commitments to
soldiers of close on £900.000,000, and of a
total national debt of £1,100,000,000. We who
are part and parcel of the British Empire
are asked to meet those obligations to the
last penny.

Yet, upon perusing the columns of the
“ Pinancial Digest” we read that the
United States of America has had to remit
a huge sum of money to the various coun-
tries which are debtor to her in respect of
war loans, Because it was burgled by
repudiatory methods, that country has had
to remit 53.5 per cent. of the total war debt
of Belgium, 25.1 per cent. in respect of
Czech-8lovakia, 52.8 per cent. for IFrance,
19.7 per cent. for Britain, and 75.4 per cent.
in respect of Italy’s war debt. Mussolini
is the greatest repudiationist that the =vorld
has ever seen; vet hon. members opposite
believe in Facizm! TFurthermore, Poland
gets a remittance of 19.5 per cent., Rou-
mania 25 per cent.,, and Yugo-Slavia 69.1
per cent. of its total war debt. Being the
greatest creditor nation, the United States
of America has had to give to these people—
Great Britain included—a huge sum: of
money approximating £2,000,0060,000. That
has been dus to the one fact that these
countries will not pay. A great financial
writer has stated that it would be better if
the United States of America wiped the slate
clean, because not only have they given the
remittances that I have stated, but they
have had to pour into Germany and other
parts of Europe 12,000,000 gold marks per
annum with- which to stave off the tide of
Belshevism. Those are facts stated by
men who are reputed through the world to
know what they are talking about. To-day
we find that Germany is not paying her
war reparations. In 1914, 1915, and 1916 we
were led to belicve that we werc going to
serticipate in the war reparations; that
we were going to have a wonderful country;
that the country would be made fit for heroes
to live in. In order to stabilise her finan-
cial position Germany has borrowed more
from the United States of America and
Britain than she owes to these countries,
£240,000.000 was spent in the rationalisation
of the Ruhr from 1924 to 1927; but that did
no good. To-day Germany is on the cve
either of Facistic control or of Bolshevism ;
yet hon. members opposite believe in the
perpetuation of the system which inakes
these conditions possible.

Hon. members opposite believe in low
wages. Their idea is that the worker should
be beaten economically into the ground;
that the worker should have no opportunity
to obtain & higher standard of living,
although that standard was promised to him
when he went away to fight for the country
that we live in to-day. We ask that we be
given some relief from the huge payment of
interest that we are committed to in this
country. Nay, we demand that in the
interests of the worker because we cannot
find the money. It is uscless to say that the
Australian people can pay a debt of £170
18s. 7d. per head. I ask hon. members
opposite to use their cconomic faculties, if
they possess any, and tell me whether during
their regime it was possible for anv work-
ing man to commit himself and his family
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to a debt of £170 18s. 7d. per head with
any prospect of being able to repay it. We
had the spectacle during the last three ycars
of single men travelling the country starv-
ing. Fancy a single man walking around
this country starving, and knowing that he
owes £170 18s. 7d. 1

Mr. BraND: He wouldn’t worry about it.

Mr. G. C. TAYLOR: But hon. members
opposite would worry about it immediately
the man secured work. Sir Otto Nicmeyer
worried about it, becauss that was one of
the reasons why he visited this country.
That was why we bkad the Premiers’ Plan
forced dewn our necks. Hon. members oppo-
site believe that that debt should be paid to
the last penny; but they do not know in
what manner it should be met. The fact
remains that we ¢annot meet that debt and
treat the workers of this country as they
should be treated. The Labour Party says
that the time will arrive when we cannot
meet that debt.

Crrostrron MEewmBERS : Repudiation !

Mr, G. C. TAYLOR : We know that Great
Britain has repudiated a debt, The gentle-
man who provided the outline of the Pre-
miers’ Plan is a director of the Bank of
England—a private institution with a charter
from the British Government, which has
been handling the finances of the British
Empire, in many cases through the Roth-
child group in France and the Morgan group
in America. If we had our just dues, we
would not have to pay a penny of that war
debt to the people concerned.

We in the Labour PParty know the posi-
tion, while hon. members opposite do not
know it. We are endeavouring to the best
of our ability to put the working class on
a decent plane. The programme of the
Lahour Party will not bring about the
millennium, but it will improve the con-
ditions of the worker. We can do better
than hon. members opposite did. We are
going to lift them out of the morass they
are 1n, and give them better conditions of
employment and more food and clothing for
the children. In their present position the
industries of Australia will not provide for
any great amelioration of conditions because
of the fact that many people who follow the
party of hon. members opposite are behind
Mr, Bruce and his polier, and the policy
of the Nationalist Party i1s not to build up
sccondary industries, not to create trade in
this country, and not to create a home market
which, after all, is the only market that will
prove to be any good to the primary pro-
ducers of thix country. We have to get down
to bedrock on this question, whether we like
it or not. We must stimulate our local
industries. The purchasing power of the
working class must be increased, and an
effective demand must be created—not a

false demand. An cffective demand must
be created in the home market in order
to stabiliza the industries of this

country. Unless that is done, we are
not going to make any great headway. The
Labour Party know that they are only build-
ing from the bottom up. We know that the
£150,000 that is to be put into the building
trade will prove heneficial to that industry.
The loans to farmers and scttlers will prove
to be good to those people; and the works
programme of the Labour Party will pro-
vide work for many uncmployed #orkers
for whom hon. members opposite had no

Mr. G. C. Taylor.]
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consideration in the past. The programme
of the Labour Party, as laid down for this
session, is one that can be commended to
the people; not that it is going to accom-
plish the millennium. We do not believe
it will; but we know it will put us back
on the road leading towards stabilisation;
and that is the main thing, We know that

it will accomplisli something by filling the .

stomachs of the children that to-day are
empty. Our friends on the Opposition
benches toolk no notice of hungry children,
of the single man, or of the married man
who had a wife and five children because
they believed he could live and pay rent
on 32s. a week. We are to-day expecting to
get out of that position; and we can only get
out of it by accomplishing what I have
pointed out, and getting down to bedrock,
discussing the economic factors before us,
and doing something of a nature that will
afford stability and not only temporary
relief.

In the Governor’s Speech there is included
a Bill entitled “A Metropolitan Milk Supply
Bill.” That is a Bill which T can commend
to the members of this House, because I know
the primary producers who will operate under
that measure.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgau Smith,
Mackay) [2.55 p.m.]: I have listened very
carefully to the various specches that have
been made since the commencement of
this debate. I want to take this opportunity
of congratulating the new members of the
House on the specches they have made.
They indicate that they are men who are in
earnest—men who have made a study of
the subjects they have dealt with, and men
who, with experience and training in this
Parliament, will become worthy representa-
tives of the people.

I listecned yesterday to the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition; but it was a
speech which contained no inspiration of
any kind, no idea of a constructive charac-
ter, and made no contribution to the solu-
tion of the problems of the present time.
The hon. gentleman contented himself largely
with a tirade against the present Govern-
ment, who have only been in office for a
few weeks. With a flourish of his hand
he passed over the failures of the past three
years, and never attempted to deal with the
real problems with which this Parliament
is called together to deal.

What is the situation to-day? We know
that the position of Queensland and Aus-
tralia is very critical, and that the prob-
lems of finance and employment transcend
anything else. What were the contributions
made by the past Government in regard to
theze two important matters? We know
that the period during which the State
finances were handled by the ex-Treasurer
was the most tragic in Queensland’s history
since we first obtained self-government. The
record of the past Governmeni was one of
deficits, amounting in the aggregate to
almost the entire deficits Queensland has
had from the beginning—record deficits,
record unemployment, record despair and
difficulty for the people carrying on the
industries of the State. We realise that on
account of the fall In price levels the
national income of Australia has been seri-
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ously affected, and there has been less incoms
to distribute. That required very careful
readjustment and handling; but I claim
that, with the resources at the disposal of
the past Government, the severity of the
blow upon the people should have been con-
siderably diminished and normal conditions
continued. Wec know that immediately that
Government obtained power they purined
a policy of retrenchment and deflation—
not as a result primarily of what is known
as the Premiers’ Plan, or the Niemeyer
plan, or any other plan, but because they
followed that course 1instinctively as a
result of the conservative traditions of their
party. They believe in a policy of low
wages and high profits. They believe in a
policy which has as its final result profits
for the few, cnrichment for the few, and
want and general poverty for the many.
Expressed in terms of the Nationalist Party,
or under any other name, we know that
is basically and instinctively .the policy
which the Moore Government and their sup-
porters pursued, with the result that not
only did we have a piling-up of record defi-
cits but also record unemployment. Unem-
ployment cxactly trebled during the period
the past Government were in power. Hon.
members opposite claim that unemployment
has increased in other States. That is true.
They claim also that unemployment is a
world-wide problem. That also is true. But
I say very definitely that the policies of
Governments can either aggravate unemploy-
ment and intensify the people’s sufferings,
or diminish the amount of unemployment
and alleviate the distress which economic
conditions cause to certain of the less for-
tunate members of the community.

The policy which hon. members opposite
pursued was one which had the result I
described ; and, as a consequence, the Govern-
ment which had such great opportunities, the
Government which made so many attractive
promises, were dealt with br the people in
a manncr which is finally the lot of all those
who betray o trust. No Government made
more attractive promises than the Moore
Government : no body of mien more cynically,
callously, and brutally betrayed the people
who put them in their position of trust.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
my policy speech, and made rcference to
what is known as the Premiers’ Plan and the
attitude of this party thereto. I have mno
wish to burke the issue in any way. Every
act of this Government is in accordance
with its gencral policy as outlined in the
interests of the people of Queensland. If
we are not in a position to do all that we
desire, we shall certainly take every oppor-
tunity to do everything we possibly can for
the welfare of the people of this country.
This is what T said on behalf of my col-
leagues in Labour’s policy speech—

‘“ Various projects have bren embarked
upon from time to time in reference to
the finances of Australia. We had the
Niemeyer plan, accepted by the Moore
Government, and later on, when tbat
failed, the Premiers’ Plan was adopted
and imposed by the Government as part
of its policy. The Labour Party opposed
that part of the Premiers’ Plan which
provided for arbitrary reductions in
wages, pensions, and social services. It
has already been disclosed that this
scheme has also failed to produee the
results that its sponsors claimed for it,
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and Labour criticism generally has been
amply justified. Not only has it failed
to achieve budget equilibrium, but
further unempIO)mem has resulted with
general business stagnation. The policy
adopted by the Moore-Barnes Govern-
ment in this respect can best be described
as a poverty competition between the
nations, each sceking to work its people
for lose wages and longer hours than
any of its competitors. When stated in
this fashion, the fallacy of such methods
is revealed in all its hideous nakednes

“ While the Government have been
extremely zealous in reducing wages and
social services, they have shown a very
tender 1er'ard for that scction of the
Communit;‘ having fixed-money claims on
the product of industry. Whilst wages
were arbitrarily reduced, a reduction in
interest rotss can only be cffected for a
Jimited period, and then only by cum-
bersome appeals to the Law Courts.
The principal of equality of saeri-
fice comes glibly from the lips of the
apologists of the late Government; but
it is obvious that there can be no equuhty
of sacrifice where 1nequu11tv of income
exists. It will be Labour’s duty to review
the cunditions of the Premiers’ Plan, and
where neccssary, give relief fromn the
interest burden where it is too great
for industries or individuals to success-
fully carry. Under modern conditions
in industry production outpaces solvent
demands. It is obvious, therefore, that
the remedy for existing evils must be
sought in the direction of increasing the
capacity of the people to purchase and
consume more—instead of less—goods.
and also ensure that the results of
modern machinery and science applied to
industry and agriculture are utilised in
improving the amenities of civilisation
rather than in enriching the few and
further impoverishing the inany.”

In the course of my policy speech I said—

“ The Premiers’ Plan was conceived
during a period of bitter and intense

pohﬂcal controversy. The depression
complex was widespread amongst the
people. and deflation and retrenchment

were the order of the day. The Federal
Labour Government did excellent work
in effectively restoring a favourable trade
balance for Australia, and the time 1is
now opportune for a policy to be pur-
sued free from hysteria and devised to
stabilise and rehabilitate our industries.
It will be Labour’s duty and privilege
to pursue a policy which will promote
stabilisation in our internal economy, and
to support every effort that may be
made in the Council of the Nations to
bring about normal conditions in trade
and commerce.’”

At 3.6 pm.,
Wr, SPEAXER resumed the chair,

The PREMIER : It will be scen from the
foregoing that Labour was fully alive to
the situation, and realised the gravity of
its responsibilities and placed a constructive
prozramme before the people, which, if
carried out in its entirety, will restore the
peopla to that prosperity the loss of which
we so much deplore.  There is nothing in
the nature of wild-cat speculation or wild
promises in such a policy. It is the policw
that must be followed sooner or later, if
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this country and the people of this country
are to obtain those conditions in life which
are the right of free citizens who are indus-
trious In any community.

What is the position to-day? For a period
a feeling of despair pervaded the entire
community as a result of the depression
policy to which I have alluded. Every time
the late Premier and Treasurer returned
from Canberra they told a pitiful and dole-
ful tale. They gave long statements to the
press alout the necessity for more and more
cconomy; of how the pcople would be called
upon to live on less; and how they would
have to be prepared to make greater sacri-
fices than ever. The press that supported
the then Government tcok up the cry, with
the consequence that even normal expench-
ture was seriously curtailed, and that, in
turn, had a detrimental eifect upon trade "and
commerce generally. We had the para-
doxical spectacle of newspapers sriting lecad-
ing articles inspired by the then Premier
and Treasurer advising the people to curtail
their normal expenditure whilst at the same
time in other columns in the saine news-
papers business houses were asking the
people to purchase their manufactures and
wares. $So difficult did the position become
that a large and responsible scction of the
trading community representing the adver-
tisers waited upon the associated newspapers
protesting against this policy, which they
said was destroying their business, and
demanded that a continuation of the ex-
Treasurer’s doleful tale should not be per-
mitted. That was the position.

The depression is as much psyehological
as it is economic. The fall in the national
income means that there is less to distribute;
but, if at the same time the people are
caused to lose courage and faith in their
country and their capacity to make a liveli-
hood, that fact has a snowball effect. The
result is that industry is curtailed in other
directions, uncmployment is created, and
that very attitude of mind created that is
finally destructive of the nation. That was
the position as we found it. The Moore
Government that entered office with such
great opportunitics, after having made such
attractive promises, failed miserably to
carry out their ordinary normal duties to
the State; and the people at the first oppor-
tunity overthrew them. They thereby ex-
pressed their contempt for the line of policy
that had been pursued. The people also,
by the support of the sound and sanc pohcy
fnunclated by Labour, indicated their
desire and their determination to fight their
way cut of their difficulties and out of the
present depression, and thus be true to the
pioneers who built up the industries of this
country, thereby making it possible for rur
mstuu’rlons to contmue to exist. Generally
spesking, there is throughout Queensland
to-day a better atmosphere The people
look forward to the future with more satis-
faction than thev did three months ago;
and there is a desire among most good
citizens of the State to help the Government
in any effort they may make to revive and
restore our industries. Whilst the Opposi-

tion may sncer at my statement, it is
something which they cannot cause to cis-
appear. "he problem of unemployment can

only be dealt with in a national way. Iy
is a matter which affects every citizen in
the community, and affects the life of the
whole of our poople‘ If it is going to be

Hon, W. Forgan Smith.]
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tackled effectively at all, then those who
love their country and have some regard
for iheir follow citizens will co-operate in
every effort that is made to relieve the
difficulty. Instead of that attitude wper-
meating the Opposition and some of their
newspapers, they are doing everything pos-
sible” to continue to discourage the pcople.
Being devoid of certain moral attributes
themselves, they attribute to others their
own ethical defects. In addition, they are

fearful of others suscecding where ‘they
failed so miserably; consequently, immedt-
ately the present Government obtained

powsr, they endeavoured to set the stage
so that the Government could not continue
to carry on and give effect to the mandate
they received from the people.

Mr. Branp: You know that is not true.

The PRIEMIER: I do not propose to
take much notice of the hon. member for
Isis, whose attitude towards the unempioyed
in this country can be gauged by the fact
that he invested &sustralian money 1n
securities abroad in order to exploit coloured
labour. That iz typical of the attitude of
an hon. member who is a szhareholder in
such a concern.

However, be that as it may, the position
as ! have stated it cannot be denied.
Yivery effort that could be made by the
depraved type of politician was made to
prevent this Government, not only from
carrying out ;ts mandate to the people but
from acting in the interests of the State at
conferences called by the Commonwealth
Gevernment and attended by all the State
Governments in Australia. That type of
person hoped that the conferences would be
abortive; that, in effect, the Premier of
this State would not be able to accomplish
anything, and that a financial result would
accruc that would prevent the (Government
from pursuing their activities. That method
is not new to the party to which hon. mem-
bers opposite belong. We remember that
the people who were associated with a dele-
gation that a few years ago went to London
with the aim and object of preventing the
Labour Government from carrying on. We
know also that some of these people were
associated with a movement to cause a run
on the Government Savings Bank of this
country. 3o purblind are they in their
hatred of Labour and everything that Labour
stands for that these people will not hesitate
to injure the State if by so doing they can
injure the Labour Party or some representa-
tive of that party. Wlat was accomplished
at the Premiers’ Conference? A most note-
worthy fact at the conference was the dif-
ferent attitude adopted by other Premiers
to that which was shown by them to the
Government who hitherto had represented
Queensland. Compared with gentlemen like
the ex-Premier and the ex-Treasurer, the
present New South Wales Ministry are red
radicals. They are apparently a somewhat
different type. They demonstrated that
essentially at the conference, where, instead
of a desire being manifested to boycott and
isolate Queensland, it was apparent that other
Governinents were anxious to hear Queocns-
land’s case and to co-operate with this
State, if at all possible, in solving the prob-
lems that were commonrn to the whole of Aus-
tralia. I have already quoted from Labour’s
policy speech, and have indicated Labour’s
attitude towards what was known as the
Premiers’ Plan. From the conference that
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was recently beld has emerged a scheme of
national rehabilitation which is in striking
contrast to the negative inaction which had
been the trend of public policy under the
Moore Government,

At the Premiers’ Conference the first
resolution was submitted by the Prime
Minister. It read—

“ That this conference affirms its adher-
ence to the Premiers’ Plan, and under-
talkes to mieet Interest obligations and
to continue progressively to reduce
budget deficits.”

Tc that I movad the following amendment : —

“That tThis conference of Premiers
affirms its determination to meet all
interest obligations, to continue progres-
sively to reduce budget deficits, and to
conduct public policy with a view to
reviving industry so as to restorc normal
employment to those of our citizens who
have neither work nor wages.”

Hon. members will note the essential dif-
ference between the amendment and the
motion, which is the difference between
deflation and sustenance. After all, a policy
may be pursued in the direction of economy
which in the ultimate result, as the hon-
member for Rockhampton remarked, brings
about a balanced budget with the figure
“0” on either side. That is economy car-
ried to its absurd end. The policy that
was followed on previous occasions was that
cuts in every form of adjustable expenditure
should be made, irrespecctive of the effect of
those cuts. Kveryone must tealise that
necessary economies are  essential. No
country or individual can continue indefi-
nitely to spend more than it earns; but any
policy of national economy must ultimately
fail 1f it has not as part of its essence the
ziving of an opportunity to people to earn
their livelihood under normal and decent
conditions. That was the new note that
was definitely struck at the conference—
that economies of themselves were not
enough; that cuts of themselves were not
enough; but that the restoration of Aus-
tralia was dependent on a policy being pur-
sued that gave work and wages to those of
our people who now have neither. That
was a position that had never been stressed
before—one that was ignored by the Moore
Government, who took pride in the fact
that thev had reduced wages more and
sacked more men in proportion than any
other Government had done. As a matter
of fact, the result of that attitude is shown
in the figures that I previously quoted—an
accumulated deficit of approximately
£4,000,000; unemployment trebled during
the period they were in power; a deficit of
over £2,000,000 last financial year on the
Estimates. When we attained office, we
found a deficit of £2,750,000—a situation
which was very largely of the late Govern-
ment’s own making. They did not appear
to realise that they must frequently spend
money in order to earn it. They did not
realise the elementary essential that, before
a State budget can be balanced, the people
who comprise the State must be in & posi-
tion. to balance their own budgets. The
final resolution that was carried by the con-
ference read—

“That this conference affirms its
adherence to the principles of the Pre-
miers’ Plan of 1931, and undertakes %o
meet interest obligations, to continue
progressively to reduce budget deficits,
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and to conduct a public policy with a

view to reviving industry so as to restore

normal employment to those of our citi-

zens who have neither work nor wages.”
The expression of opinion of competent
observers is set out in the daily press under
the following captions. For instance, the
Sydney ‘ Daily Telegraph’” of 30th June,
1932, had this:—

“ New ExpressioNn oF Ams or UNITED
GOVERNMENTS.”
The Melbourne * Age” of the same day
had this:—

¢ T.aBoUR PREMIER DESIRES A 'CONSTRUC-
Tve PusLic Poricy.”

The Canberra ‘ Times’ of 1st July, 1932,
said this:—

“The adoption of the conference reso-
lution constituted a victory for the
Queensland Premier, Mr. Forgan
Smith. Mr. Forgan Smith’s amendment
altered the resolution submitted by Mr.
Lyons so as to include the provision
that all the Governments of the Com-
monwealth should pursue a vigorous
policy to revive industry and absorb the
unemployed.”

Now, the essential difference involved in
the adontion of that attitude must have as
a result an improved outlook for the people
of this country. The methods hitherto em-
ployed by the Moore Government were 1n
the nature of the old method of bleeding
the patient whatever ailment he might be
suffering from. That was known as phlebo-
tomy. If the patient did not escape from
such type of doctors, he invariably died;
and that is the analogy which obtained in
regard to the ex-Treasurer’s policy. The
people were being gradually affected by an
ancemic condition which was likelv to
destroy the patient. Fortunately for the
people, they were able to escape from “ Dr.
Barne: " and adopt the open-air and health-
giving policy of a Labour Government,
which gives the natural rescurces of the
State an opportunity to be used in the
interests of the people. .

In addition to that, T would call atten-
tion to the significance of the year 1931
in the amended resolution. That was placed
there deliberately to exclude from the reso-
lution any decisions arrived at at the April
conference, at which the ex-Premier, Mr.
Moore, and the ex-Treasurer, Mr. Barnes,
represented this State. It was proposed at
that conference—

“That the State Parliaments take
the neccssary action to empower arbitra-
tion courts and wages boards to fix
wages in accordance with economic con-
ditions.”

Mr. KeNNy: What is wrong with that?

The PREMIER : What is wrong with that
is what they considered to be economic con-
ditions. The people who ask what is wrong
with that belong to that class of people
who can bear with great equanimity the
sacrifices that are forced on others so long
as they themselves are unaffected thereby.
The proposal was that all wage-fixing
authorities should complete the reduction
of real wages by reducing them 10 per
cent. below the level of 1928 where that
had not been done.
llMr. KENxY: The court would have done
that.
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The PREMIER : The political bantling on
the other side who persists in interjecting
says that the court would have done it. We
know that the court would have done it.
The proposal really was to hand over to the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court supreme
jurisdiction in regard to the basic wage
and standard hours. That court had laid
down as the principle of fixing wages in
accordance with economic conditions a basic
wage 10 per ceni. below the *° Harvester”
standard. The ‘“ Harvester ”” standard was
established in 1807, and was described by
the late Judge Higgins as a rough and rcady
approximation to justice; enabling men to
live like human beings in a frec community.
The present Federal Arbitration Court,
owing to the adjustments in accordance with
what they call economic conditions, has re-
duced that standard by 10 per cent.; and the
proposal, as pointed out by the hon. member
for Cook, was 1o hand over the power of
wage-fixing to the court, so that the stan-
dard wage of Queensland, in common with
all other States, would have been the
“ Harvester ”” standard, less 10 per cent.

Mr. KExxy: That is not right.

. The PREMIER : That is the position in
its cntirety, so that the changed view ex
pressed in the resolution—-—

Mr. KexNy: That is deliberately untrue.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T have already
had to warn the hon. member for Cook.
I ask him to withdraw the expression ° That
1s deliberately untrue.”

Mr., Kennv: In deference to you, Mr.
Speaker, I withdraw the statement, but the
fact remains,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber mmust withdraw the
rescervedly.

Mr. Kexxy: I have no desire to leave
the Chamber, and I will withdraw the state-
ment.

The PREMIER: An hon. member who
cannot be loyal to his own leader during
a general election cannot be expected to
behave himsclf with the necessary decorum
in this House. As an indication of the
changed conditions following on the recent
conference,- not only has the menace of that
general wages cut throughout Australia been
averted, at least for the present, but a new
and hcalthier outlook is evident amongst
the community generally. This was recog-
nised; and a recognition of the change in
policy was set out by Mr. Stevens, the Pre-
mier of New South Wales, when he said—

“71 would stress at this stage that a
continuance of the relatively buoyant
conditions in certain industries, of which
there has already been some evidence,
and an expansion in other directions, are
almost solely dependent upon the adop-
tion by this conference, and by the
various Governments of Australia, of a
sound economic policy of reconstruction
that goes beyond the sole consideration
of the technical balancing of Govern-
ment budgets, though, of course, we
recognise that that is essential to national
recovery. . . .

“We have, however, to look ahead
and be sure that the scurces from which
we derive essential revenues shall not be
impaired by excessive economies, If
that happened, we should set up a new

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.]

The hon. mem-
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vicious circle in which the economies of
one year would create occasion for fresh
economics in the next—rendering budget
balance more remote.”
The confercnce favoured the fotation of
a national recovery loan of £15,000,000, to be
raised over a perlod of three years for the
undertaking of public and private works
of a permanent and reproductive character.
That 1s definitely part of the policy that has
been accepted by all the Governments in
Australia—a policy of providing work and
wages for ocur people, and recognising the
nced for the revival of our own industries
and the conditions which must precede com-
plete restoration and budget equilibrium.

The loan is referred to as a ‘‘ National
Recovery Loan of £15,000,000.” We do not
suggest that the speuding of borrowed meney
in this direction 1s going to bes the means of
solving the unemployment problem; but it
should be the means, if carefully used, of
providing useful work for our people during
the transition period that appears to be
with us at the present time.

We realise that it is much easier to destroy
than it is to build. The ¢ Wrecker ” Govern-
ment which has just disappeared has left
much  debris behind it. In  some  cases
through its political malevolence., and in
other case: through its basic ignorance, it
created a set of conditions from which it
may take the people some time to recover;
but a commencement must be made; and a
commencement is made by stopping the rot
that had set in and using the resources of
the State to provide useful work for our
people under normal conditions. That has
already been achieved to a certain extent.
We cannot contemplate the indefinite exist-
ence of a large body of men forced to work
under intermittent relief conditions, I do
not think the Moore Government realised
the implication of what now exists in that
respect. 1 say definitely and with all the
emphasis at my disposal that, if intermittent
relief continues indefinitely, the morale of
the nation is going to be destroyed, and the
ceuntry will be heading to final and complete
national bankruptcy. The best that can be
said for intermittent relief work is that it
provides sustenance for the people who can-
not get it in other directions. To some
extent 1t provides work for those people,
but, apart altogether from its economic
implications, what of the effect of this system
on the people who are carrying it out? It
is a form of employment which they recog-
nise in many cases is only employment pro-
vided for the purpose, giving no useful ser-
vice to the community—something in whicl
they can take little or no interest. It is a
form of employment in which opportunity is
not given for the display of initiative or
the natural ambitions of wmen. It holds no
future for those who desire to have a suit-
able future. TUnder those conditions the
effect upon the men concerned is very serious
indeed.

A few vears ago a most exhaustive inquiry
into poverty and unemployment was made by
a Royal Commission appointed by the Bal-
four Government in Great Britain. That
commission presented both a minority and a
majority report, with recommendations. This
document, which is to be found in the
parliamentary library, should be read by
every member of Parliament. The inquiry
was the most complete investigation of
the problem that has yet been made. Both
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the majority and minority reports agree
that the problem was not one of how to deal
with the unemployable; but the problem
was how to prevent the unemployed from
becoming uneniployable.

That is the problem of to-day. Through-
out the length and breadth of Queensland
organisations have been built up for the
purpose of providing suitable work " to
enable Australian citizens to earn enough
to keep body and soul together. This is
costing in the vicinity of £1,750,000, for
which expenditure in the past very little
rcal return was sccured. It is the objective
of the Government to discontinue the system
that now obtains at the earliest possible
moment. Every effort will be made to put
the unemployed back into wuscful work—
work in which thev can take an interest
whilst it is progressing. In that endeavour
we invite the co-operation of all local
authorities and of all public bodies of every
description to assist the Government so that
we can cut out the social cancer which is so
rapidly eating out the very vitals of the
nation.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.

gentleman has exhausted the time allowed
him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. WILSON (Fortitude Valley): 1 beg
to move—

“That the Premier be granted an
extension of timme to enable him to com-
plete his speech.”

Mr. SPFAKER: Ts it the will of the
House that the Premier be granted an ex-
tension of time to enable him to complete
his specch?

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS :

The PREMIER:

Iear, hear!

I thank hon. members
for their courtesy. Our people are capable
and industrious. All that they require is
the opportunity to carn their own livelihood
in a manner which will be beneficiz]l to
themselves and to this great Commonwealth
of ours. The Government will not hesitate
to do everything necessary to bring about
that result.

Dealing with the revival loan, I should
like to point out that 1,400 additional men
have already been directly employed. I am
now dealing with the number of additional
men that have be:n employed since this
Government came into power. 1 repeat,
1,400 additional men have been employed;
€67 additional men have been employed by
the Alain Roads Commission, and it is
anticipated that an additional 270 will be
employed by the end of the presant month.
There are 303 additioral men employed on

public estate improvement road work as
compared with the middle of June. Under
the winter relief scheme approximately

1,900 men are engaged on productive work
initiated Dby the Land Administration
Board. The sum of £200,000 has been
advanced to local authorities to enable them
to carry out works and services of value to
their people, and which will afford employ-
ment to a large number of men.

The situation, as 1 see it, is a very diffi-
cult one. No one can ever claim to be able
to perform miracles in this regard; but I
do say that the attitude taken up by the
Premiers’  Conference and  the  decisinns
arrived at—I refer to all members of that
conference—together with the policy they are
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carrying out, must bring a definite improve
ment in the conditions of the people of this
country and lead to restored hope and
help people into employment,

Another phase of the speech delivered by
the Leader of the Opposition is that relating
to the sugar industry. The reason why the
Government made reference to the sugar
industry in the Speech delivered by His
Excellency was to call public attention to
the need of something being done to pro-
tect the existing arrangements in that indus-
try. I have always taken the view that
the public interest transcends that of any
private individual, whether he be a member
of Parliament, the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, or anyone else; consequently, when
any industry in Queensland is being attacked
-—and unfairly attacked-—we should endea-
vour to secure the support and co-operation
of all sections of the people.

I regret, however, to note in this regard
that the ex-Premier attempted to put the
blame for the existing position on Mr.
Scullin, whoni the hon. gentleman charged
with having failed to ratify the existing
agreement. The Leader of the Opposition
has made some deplorable statements in his
time, but none so deplorable and inaccu-
rate as that. The agreement as it exists
to-day was an agrecment between the Fede-
ral Government and the Government of
Queensland. 1t was approved of by the
Government of which Mr. Scullin was the
leader. It was approved also and signed
by the Leader of the Opposition as the head
of the Government of Queensland. That
agreement set out conditions which were to
prevail for a term of years. It set out the
price of sugar, the rebates which were to
be given, and provided for a review of the
prices and conditions at the end of 1934;
but the embargo was to be continued for a
further period of two years. No question of
the ratification of an agrecment in connection
with the industry has ever previously arisen.
Who has ever suggested that an agreement
between Governments requires ratification?
Surely Governments have a right to enter
into contracts one with another for and on
behalf of their people! It is an everyday
practice. International law is dependent on
agreements being made and carried out
as between Governments representing dif-
ferent countries throughout the civilised
world. A contract was entered into between
the Commonwealth Government of the day
and the Government of Queensland. 1In
effect, it provided that conditional on the
Queensland Government doing certain things
within their ambit and within their power
of control, the Commonwealth Government
in their turn should place an embargo on
the importation of sugar, and do other things
within their scope, power, and control.

Now it is proposed to review that agree-
ment, and the question of ratification has
been raised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. How does this question of ratification
arise? It is due to the fact that a member
of the Senate has moved an amendment to
a mecasure now before the Federal Parlia-
ment. Such a question never arose before,
and it is only brought to light now by an
amendment moved by a member of the
same political complexion as hon. members
opposite. Yet the Leader of the Country
Party has the temerity to say that Mr.
Scullin should have ratified the agreement!
The agreement which was entered into pro-
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perly and honourably by the TFederal Go-
vernment and the Queensland Government
constitutes a contract between two (Govern-
ments, and, so far as the Queensland Go-
verument are concerned, we hold that the
contract should stand.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS: Fear, hear!

The PREMIER: We do not propose to
adopt the doctrine of the scrap of paper
—the doctrine which was proclaimed by
General Bernhardi in 1914—that a contract
only binds a nation so long as it is to its
interest to observe that contract. To follow
such a policy would be destructive of all
sound principles of government, and would
have reactions of a most serious nature.
I hope, however, that in this matter wise
and sane counsels will prevail. The case
for the sugar industry is one that can be
clearly and definitely stated. It is wrong
to assume that the sugar industrs has heen
granted advantagss in excess of other indus-
tries. The Queensland sugar-grower is re-
ceiving slightly less for last year’s crop
than wa: given by this Parliament as far
back as 1915. Three reductions in wages
Lhave taken place among those who work
for wages in the industry, and they, in
common with all other secctions of the com-
munity, have their difficulties due to the
existing fall in price levels.

I do not desire to extend my speech unduly,
but shall content myself with saying that the
policy enunciated in the Governor’s Speech
is in accord with the mandate which we
received from the people. To the fullest
extent of our powers and opportunities we
will  pursue that mandate legislatively,
and_adminjstratively will give effect to the
pledges which we solemnly gave to the
people,

Hox. W. H. BARNES (Wynnum) [3.48]:
I am sure that every hon. member was
delighted to have the pleasure of listening
to the Speech of His Fxcellency the Governor
at the opening of Parliament. Moreover, I
am sure I am voicing the :entiments of ‘all
hon. members when I say that we are ex-
ceedingly pleased to have a gentleman of
His Iixcellency’s standing and connection
associated with the government of this
country.

I take this opportunity of congratulating
you on your appointment, Mr. Speaker,
znd to express the very sincere hope that
your health may be fully restored. Whilst
we are very keen indeed in fighting for our
different sides, there is something bigger in
party politics than that which has to do
with a wish that one associaied with any
party should suffer by illness; and I sincerely
trust that you, Mr. Speaker, may soon be
restored to perfect health and strength.

As an outcome of some of the speeches
delivered to-day—I am referring more par-
ticularly to the speech of the hon. member
for Normanby—I would not be at all sur-
prised if we did not hear of a resignation
so far as his electorate is concerned, because
it does seem to me that Russia has such
charms for the hon. member that he ought
to pack up his traps and leave for that
country. If Russia has the wonderful advan-
tages that the hon. member suggests, surely
he will immediately feel it to be his duty
to join his comrades there and partake of
all the blessings that Russia can producs! T
feel that that resignation is sure to take
place. If it does, we may be perfectly sure
that the hon. member would not be there

Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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very long before he did as someone else
did in the history of this country—ask to be
brought back again—because, after all, there
is no place like a British community.

From the speeches delivered by hon. mem-
bers on the Government side it would appear
that the Premier is going to have a troub-
lous time in keeping his men in order.

Myr. OKerrg: They were wonderful
speeches.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: In certain direc-
tions they were most wonderful speeches;
but I am perfectly certain that the Premier
will have trouble in keeping some of his
supporters in order, because they will want
to kick over the traces when they realise
the difficult position that exists to-day.

Before proceeding to reply to some of the
comments which have been made to-day,
as ex-Treasurer, I want to say that it will
be idle for anyone to get up on this side
and say that the financing of the country
is going to be easy. No man in his senses
could truthfully make such a statement.
There are some things even in that connec-
tion which are bigger than party politics.
It is the duty of every hon. member and of
every man in public life to do what he can
to assist in the restoration of ihe finances
and the balancing of the Budget. 1 shall
have a word to say in connection with the
balancing of budgets later on. It is
undoubtedly essential that our best should
be given in order that we may be enabled to
live within our means. We may talk as we
like; but, after all, the government of any
country is very much like the private indi-
vidual. They must live within their means;
if they do not there is going to be disaster.
That is going to be the position so far as
this State is concerned, no matter who may
be in charge.

Mr. O’Kpere: Don’t ycu ever get away
from that doleful spirit? :

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Is it doleful to
pay your way? It is not doleful. It is
our duty to the country; and the Govern-
ment should lead the way in that regard.
I was amused at the way the Premier {ried
to dodge, and say he did not follow the Pre-
miers’ Plan.  We listened to him as he
read those numerous quotations and ncted
the way in which, somehow or another, he
sweetened them up a bit. DBut he did not
alter the principle one bit. The principle
was there just the same. No onc cver
said the hon. gentleman would not get
money; but we did say that unless he
adopted the Preniiers’ Plan he would not get
any money. Well, the Premiers’ Plan has
been adopfed hy him; and he got a lolly
at the end that sweetened it up a hit. I
can imagine how his fellow representatives
from the other States smiled. and how the
Leader of the Commonwealth Governineni
smiled, as l1e yielded to ths request of the
hon. gentleman in ordes 1o make the posi-
tion casier for him. I do not know whether
it will be remembered that a message came
from Canbor_ra—I venture to say a correct
message—telling the public that in the early
stages of the proceedings Mr. Hill had to
whip up the Premier to do his job. Mr.
Hill, the Premjer of South Australia, and
a Labour Premier, too, had to tell the hon.
gentleman to do his job. (Government
interruption.)

Mr. O’Keere: Mr. Hill is not a Labour
man.

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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Hon. W. H. BARNES: While the Pre-
mier was speaking, I never once interjected ;
and it is only a fair thing that, when deal-
ing with important matters, we on this side
should be allowed to speak without inter-
ruption.

We have to face a position to-day which
has been brought about by borrowing to
such a great extent. We have only to turn
up the various statements made, especially
by the head of the Commonwealth Bank,
to find that the banks themselves are realis-
ing that they have to put on the brake in
regard to advancing money. At the com-
mencement of the Premiers’ Plan certain
steps had to be taken; the anticipated deficits
approximated about £40,000,000. The Com-
monwealth Bank wrote stating * We havo
been finding money again and again for
vou. We cannot find any more, and you
will have to reduce the amount”; and a
reduction was made by about £25,000,007.
Onc speaker to-day suggested that Liberal
Governments were responsible for the action
that was taken. Liberal Governments repre-
sented there must accept their responsibility
for the position; but what was the real
position in that regard? Australia was up
against it. Mr. Scullin said—

“No one would welcome a practical
alternative to this plan more readily than
I would, and I should be exceedingly
glad if any hon. mentber could submit
a practical method of overcoming our
immediate difficulties.

““ Those who advocate the rejection
of this policy must put forward a prac-
tical alternative, or declare to the world
that Australia will go on as at present
until July, and then default, paying to
its servants, its pensioners, and its
bondholders less than 12s, in the £1.
Such” a policy would not reflect much
glory upon them. I know that they
declare that the talk of default is non-
sense, and that the banks will come to
our rescue. They have a sublime,
childlike faith in banking institutions;
but bankers will not risk the solvency
of the institution they control to save
any Government or individual from
default,”

I want to quote the remarks of another
gentleman well known to Queensland—Mr,
Forde, the representative of Capricornia in
the Federal Parliament. Would anyone say
that Mr. Forde is not in sympathy with the
Lahour Party? I have been told to-day
that Mr. Hill has lost his standing with the
Labour Party in South Australia. Would
anyone say that Mr. Forde has lost his stand-
ing with the Labowr Party in Queensland?
I venture to say that, if anyone said that,

it would be called ‘““a lie”” Mr. Forde
said—

“ Critics overlook that the deficits of

Australian  Governments = will  total

£70,000,000 next year at the present rate
of expenditure. Federal public ser-
vants’ salaries are to be reduced, but
better the substantial return for Labour
under the plan than no salaries and
wages if default had come. Better
reduce pensions along the lines urged
by the soldiers themselves than pay noth-
ing or something far less than what is
proposed under the plan. Better pre-
serve to the old-age and invalid pen-
sioners at least 17s. 6d. a wecek than
leave them with 10s. or 12s. a week.”
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Surely no one would go so far a: (o sa
that Mr. Forde would be an advocate of
policy of whkich Labour did not approve!
Let me emphasise that the decisions come to
were unanimous, by recason of the position
that was faced by every individual at that
time. We have been twitted by hon, mem-
bers on the other side with not caring for
the worker. I say unhesitatingly that that
is a libel. As a matter of fact, no Govern-
ment has cared for the worker so much as
the Moore Government; and the evidences
arc here to prove it completely. 1 venture
to say that many of us on this side of the
House—and I include myself in that num-
ber—would not be here if it were not for the
confidence of the workers.

¥
a

A GoverNMENT MeMBER: What about your
party as a whole?

Ho~x. W. H. BARNES: The party as a
whole are like myself—they support cvery
measure to help the worker., I notice, too,
that nearly every speaker on the other side
has kept the revival loan in the fcrefront
of his speech. T find, however, that some-
how or other the revival loan they talk about
is not altogether what we were told the
revival loan was going to be. It was to be
a loan that was to be raised in Queensland
by Quecnsland people. We were told, in
addition—told in honeyed words—that they
had the assurance that they were going to
get the money, But somehow or other,
although we have mnot lost the word
“revival ”—any more than we have lost the
words *‘ Moore and Barnes’’ in connection
with their criticism of the late Govern-
ment—we do not hear so much of how it
is to be raised or where it is to be raised.
Although it is wonderful how hon. members
opposite try to make a great deal of the
revival loan, it seems to have got a wrong
name. I notice that the name varies. It
is called ‘“ The Revival Loan.” Then we
get a little bit further, and we have ¢ The
Queensland Revival Loan.” Later on i
suppose we shall get as far as  The British-
American Revival Loan,” with the emphasis
on the ‘ American.”

Now I want to touch on one fact to show
how the Government themselves have blocked
the way to getting a revival loan. Were
you not surprised, Mr. Speaker—and yet
vou would not be surprised, because, if
there is anyone in this House who has any
better knowledge of men than yourself, we
would have some difficulty in finding him—
were you not surprised that the hon. mem-
ber for Herbert was not Treasurer? Why
was it that he was dropped? T will tell
you why he was dropped. These are some
of the utterance: to which he gave voice.
He did not belicve in the payment of
interest, and he used the word ‘‘we,” thereby
involving his Government. He said,  We
do not believe in doing that.’” Not a word
was said in the press about the matter
whilst the hon. member was in Melbourne.
Even after he had uttered that unfortunate
phrase, he kept perfectly quiet. Somehow
ov other he seemed to have been muzzled,
and told that ke was not to say anything
more. Do hon. members remember when the
hon. gentleman returned from an historic
election contest in New South Wales? I do
not know whether he then wore a bell-tonper,
but I think he did. He had assisted to
return Mr. Lang to power; and I well
remember how he threw out his chest, and
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said that he was honoured in being able to
help Mr. Lang back to power. But why
was he dropped as he has been? Speaking
in this House on 23rd June, 1931, the hon.
gentleman said—

“T want the interest-mongers, not
only in Australia but of the world, to
sacrifice all their interest.”

He also said—

“1f the Premiers’ Conference had done
the right thing, they would have devised
a plan to wipe out the whole intcrest
burden.”

Did he do the right thing when he went to
Melbourne ?

Mr. Beprorp: Did he say that?

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Yes.
from ‘“Hansard.”
Mr. Beprorp: Well, you shock me.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member
was shocked when a certain incident
occurred in the far North on one occasion.
I want to know if the present Secretary for
Public Lands advocated his policy at the
last Premiers’ Conference. Did lhe say that
his Government were going to raise a Queens-
land Revival Loan of £2.500,000, and that
they were not going to pay any interest?
Does that principle still dominate the “we”
on the other side of the House?

The SecrETARY FOR PusLIc Layps: Sir
James Mitchell said that that rum was very
nice.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man is trying to sidetrack a very unfortu-
nate position. 1 repeat that. speaking in
this House on 23rd June, 1951, the hon.
gentleman said—

“If the Premicrs’ Conference had
done the right thing, they would have
devised plans to wipe out tle whole
interest burden.”

e also said—
“TIf we on this side”’—
with emphasis on the “‘we”—
““had power to do so, we would reduce
the burden of interest payment to nil.”
Will the Queensland Revival Loan cmbody
those terms? (Interruption.)

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The same rules
of debate apply to both sides of the House.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The Moore Go-
vernment have been criticised for loaning
money to the other States, and that matter
calls for some reply. The Loan Council
could not exercise any control over the
manner in which money was expended in the
respective States, but it did exercise a very
important control over the amount that
would be made available. When the Pre-
mier and mys=elf attended our first Premiers’
Corference in 1929, we held a fairly large
cash balance. I have never denied that, We
put in a claim for the expenditure of over
£4,000,000. Tt was whittled down. They
said, “ You have got your money, and we
will only give you about £262,000.” South
Australia, whish had a very big deficit, made
application for a like amount, and got
£4.000,000. 'The bankers took up the atti-
tude that where money was held by a State
they would not advance further sums until
the amount held was expended.

The SeCRETARY TFOR PuBLIc INSTRUCTION :
Did you say ‘ the bankers”?

Hon. W. H. Burnes. |

I quote
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Hox. W. H. BARNES: I said the Com-
monwecalth Bank, which was doing the busi-
ness of the Commonwealth Government and
some of the other States. During the recent
election campaign it was said by Labour
candidates—and the lhon. member for South
Brisbane has repeated the statement—that
it was true the Moore Government had re-
ceived back the money which they lent to
the other States; but they lent it at a rate
of interest less than it was costing the Go-
vernment. That is absolutely untrue, for
such was not the case. The money was lent
through the Loan Council on three occa-
sions, and the rate of interest was fixed
by the Loan Council. As a matter of fact,
we got more for that money than it was
costing us. The late Government honourably
entered into those transactions, They were
told that they could not spend the money;
so was it not better to lend it to other
States in Australia than permit it to lie
in the Commonwealth Bank and allow that
institution possibly to finance other States?

he policy which my Government followed
in this matter was the proper business policy,
and we earned on that money £104,000 with-
out diminishing the principal. I shall be
able to show later on that every penny
of this money was repaid. There is no doubt
that cvery penny of it was returned to
Queensland. This fact must not be forgotten
when we are charged with lending money
to other States; but hon. members opposite
who held the reins of government prior
to our advent to office lent hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds to the other States them-
selves.

Mr. O’KEErFE: We did not do so when our
own people were starving.

Hon. W. . BARNES: In justice to those
States, T am bound to say that they repaid
the money, together with their intercst obli-
gations. As a matter of fact, thc money
was not primarily lent to other States: 1t
was lent through the T.oan Council, which
dictated to which State it should go.

We are told that, when we took office,
we had ever so much money on hand. I
admit the fact. Wec are told that, if we
had only spent that money, certain things
would have happened. The fact was over-
looked that we could not spend that money,
as we were not allowed to do so; but during
our term of office we spent more than the
amount of money that was left in the Trea-
sury for us. The amounts we expended from

loan account were—
£
1529 2,811,967
1930-31 1,852,921
1931-32 1,700,771

£6.365,659

With respect to the 1931-32 period, I am
taking the estimated amount—I may not be
right so far as the actual sum is concerned.
That shows that most of the money was
spent on works that were necessary. I would
remind hon. members on the Government
side that the repayments which have been
made under the auspices of the Agricultural
Bank, etc.,, were commenced by the late
Government. Hon. members on the Go.
vernment side may take credit for that,
but they cannot overlook the fact that the
Maoocre Government were responsible for
earrying out the work. Who, I ask, wag
responsible for opening up land and for

[Hon. W. F. Barnes.
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the rush of applicants for land, even in the
district ropresented by the Secretary for
Public Lands? The Moore Government, of
course ! .

The SecRETARY FOR Punric Laxps: You
did nothing.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Even if that were
so—and it is not—I would prefer to be
associated with my own party to being asso-
ciated with the hon. gentleman, who stated
that he was not prepared to honour his
obligations.

It has been stated that the present posi-
tion in Queensland has been brought about
by the actions of the late Government. That
is incorrect. The financial position in Aus-
tralia has been largely due to the facility
with which Governments were able to bor-
row money. A most respected member of
the community, and a member of the Labour
Party, the late Mr. David Bowman, once
said that we should be very careful in our
borrowing. Our trouble has been brought
about because in the past we borrowed too
freely. In the sphere of local authority
work we looked on and encouraged the
spending of money when money was plenti-
ful. Now, when we have to do so, we do
not like to foot the bill.

The present Government will require to
be very careful lest they rush into another
big loan expenditure which will only add to
the interest burden of the State. We effected
a reduction in the interest burden during
our term of office. The figures which I am
about to quote state the position explicitly.
When Labour assumed office in 1915, taxa-
tion rcceipts amounted to £954,457, or £1
8s. 2d. per capita. When Labour relin-
quished office in 192829, taxation receipts
totalled £4,671,652, or £5 1s. 11d. per capita.
I have put my finger upon what is partly
the cause of unemployment. Government
members may scoff to their hearts’ content
at people who employ labour, but it is a
fact that, when taxation becomes onerous,
people have to effect economies, and in doing
so have to dismiss employees. No hon. mem-
ber likes to be associated with the dismissal
of an employee, but if you have no moncy
with which to pay him you have no alter-
native but to dismiss him. for you cauuot
ask him to work for nothing. In 1930-31
the taxation reccipts amounted to £4,272,566,
or £4 10s. 1d. per capita, which was a
reduction of 11s. 10d. per capita on ihe
figure under the Labour regime.

The SecrRETARY FOR Pusric Lanps:
increased the incidence of taxation.

Hon. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man will have an opportunity of speaking
in this debate. I urge him to be careful
what he does say.

In discussing the revenue position of
the State, the Government have made a
reference in the Governor’s Specch to the
question of the exchange rate, for which
prebably £1,000,000 will be required this
year. Let me trace the position during our
tenure of office. In the first year there was
a small deficit; but that was handed down
to us by our predecessors In our first year
of office the exchange only amounted to
£10,000-—I am speaking from memory. In
the second year—again speaking = from
memory—the exchange amounted to
£540,000; and in the last year the exchange

You
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was £1,037,000. That is the position; and
that moncer had to come from—where?
The SecreTarY rorR PusrLic Works: It was

left overseas by the Labour Government.

Hov. W. H. BARNES: That shows how
niuch the hon. member knows about finance.
The position of the wool industry has a very
big bearing on Queensland and on Australia
gencrally, Tt Is not a party matter. Any-
thing that we can do to help that industry
or the sugar industry it is our duty to do;
and we should work hand in hand and heart
to heart in that regard. But what is the
position? The amount of income tax received
from the pastoralists in 1924-25 was £725476;
in 1930-31 the amount was only £81,114, or
a shrinkage of over £600,000. Then we know
the terrible shrinkage there was in income
tax g,enercﬂlv, and we know the shrinkage
there was in connection with railways. As
a matter of fact, we had to face a position
which was unique in the history of Queens-
land. Isay the position in Queensland to-day
has been brought about by the recklessness
of the Lahour Government when they were
in office, which will be absolutely proved by
the followmrr figures : —

Interest on | Return from :

|
! |4 b
Year. - Public i Loan Works . er-

| Debt. | and Services. . centage.

| i |

| ‘

! | 2 }
1914-15., 1,707,729 | 864
1928-29. . 2,552,210 " 493
In tho yvear 1928-29—the last year of the

Labour Government—the loan expenditure
did not earn half the amount required to
pay intercst on the money borrowed. I am
not opposed to borrowing provided the money
is cxpended on services that will return
interest.  During their term of fourteen
years the Labour Government borrowed
£55,293,157.

The SiCRETARY TOR PUBLIC LANDS:
did they spend it?

How. W, H. BARNES: They threw a lot
of it away.

The Secrerary FoR PusrLic Laxps: No,
they did not.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Oh, yes, they did.
I want to remind hon. members about some
of those State enterpriscs—some of those
“ crook 7 things they put the money into.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic WoRks: What
about the abattoirs?

Hox. W. H. BARNES: We never found
one peuny for the abattoirs. The hon. mem-
ber ought to go to school again. The policy
of his Government land:d the country with
a load of debt, which the hon. member was
a party to.

The SecreTsrRY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
about separators?

How

What

Hox. W. H. BARNES: Evidently the
hon. member knows something  about
separators.

The SecreTsRY FOR PUBLIC WoRkas: I read

the paper and saw it: and your colleagucs
knew something about it.

ITox. W. Il. BARNES: T am here to-day
ro answer for mnvself, and hon. members
can follow ap every detail of my career.
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Earlier in my speech this afternoon I
made some reference to what the Premier
was told by Mr. Hill. Let me quote the
printed report of the incident to show just
what Mr. Hill zaid to the hon. gentleman
at the Premicrs’ Conference—

“ My, Forgan Smith (interjecting):
It extends the plan in a most important
direction.

“Mr. Hill: Well, no onc has ever

contended that the plan was unalterable
and hidebound. 1Jr. Forgan Smith
should go back to Queensland and tell
his people the facts about the sacrifices
that had to be made and position that
had to be faced. There was no escape.
The only thing to do was to face up to
it and be frank with the pecple.”’

An OprosiTiox MEMBER: Who said that—

a Labour Premier!
ITox. W. H. BARNES: That was our
friend, Mr. Hill.

The Sucrersry rorR PuBLlc WORKs: A
Labour “rat,” who was preparcd to throw
Australia to the National Party.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: I take it that,
where big Australian affairs are concerncd,
it should nov be Mr. Hill, a Labcur Pre-
mier, or Mr. Smith, a Labour Premier, or
a Nationalist Premier, but a man who is
out to serve Australia.

The Srcrerary For PuBrLic Works: Theso
butter sales scem to have hit you a bit.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I expect Hlinis-

ters to sct an example by refraining from
interruption.
Hox. W. H. BARNES: I said a little

very largely the previous
Labour Governments were responsible for
Australia’s deficits. In 1830-31 the total
deficits of Australia were £30,662,947, of
which amount two Labour Governments
were responsible for £23530,514—nainely,
the Commonwealth Government and the
New South Wales Government.

while ago that

Our total loan expenditure in 1923-29 was
£3.248,429; the amount allocated to us was
£251,471.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr. DEACON
niove—
“That the hon. member for Wynnum
be granted an extension of time to
enable him to complete his speech.”

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasurc of the
[House that the hon. member be granted an
extension of time to enable him to cowmnplete
his speech?

HONOURAVLE MEMBERS :

Hon., W. H. BARNES: I am deeply
obliged to hon. members for granting m=
this cxtension of time. The total loan ex-
penditure in connection with the Agricul-
tural Bank in 1931-32 was £1,700,771, and
the amount allocated was £300,000.

Now I want to draw attention to state-
ments which have been made by hon. mem-
bers opposite to the effect that the Xloore
Government werce 1espon~1ble for cutting
down the payment for services which are

rendered by the people in the community,
and generally for a reduction of wages and

Iion. W. H. Barnes.]

(Cunningham): 1 beg to

tHear, hear!
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purchasing power. On 6th October last the
present Premier said—

“By the drastic and sudden curtailment
of expenditure, by the dimissal of thou-
sands of employees and the repercussion
of that policy on the general community,
there has been a considerable shrinkage
in revenue which has increased the
deficits of the present Government.”

Those statements are refuted by facts. Let
hon. members consider these figures, which
show how State revenues dccreased in the
period indicated—

[ASSEMBLY.]

New | i
| s .o | Queens-
Year ended 30th South | Vietoria. | 5"
Wales. £
June. € | willions. |y
Millions. } {llions,
1929 5044 | 2815 | 1673
1931 40-92 | 25657 | 1507
Reduction in revenue 9-52 ‘ 258 | 166
|

I have taken the figures for the three largest
States. 1 admit that South Australia
appears to the best advantage, and that
Western Australia appears to a slight advan-
tage also; but the figures I have quoted
prove that the statements of hon. members
opposite were altogether unsatisfactory and
unfajr. I want to point out also that, whilst
we have been accused of having incurred
the greatest deficits, as a matter of fact the
State that departed from the Premiers
Plan—XNew South Wales, under Mr. Lang—
came out worse than any other State in
Australia. It has had a tremendous debit
balance, and the position was altogether
unsatisfactory.

On the other hand, what is Queensland’s
position in regard to floating debt? The
following statement shows the floating {un-
funded) debt of each Government on account
of overdraft (deficits) and Treasury bills:—

Dec., 1930. Dec., 1931.
£ £
Conmunonwealth 10,000,000 18,445,000
New South Wales... 18,565,000 31.004,000
Victoria 8,726,000

12,736,000
Queensland ... — _

The pleasing fact is that, although the total
unfunded debt of the Commonwealth and
States increased from  £48,250,000 to
£77,685,000 during that period, the Moorc
Government 3o guarded the finances of this
State that uot one penny of that amount was
attributable to Queensland.

The SECRETARY FOR PrpLic Lanps: What
about the deficit you left? It was £2,076,000
last year. You never paid your way.

Hox. W. H. BARNES: The hon. gentle-
man will be able to tell us what was done
when he has the opportunity. What does
the Commonwealth Auditor-General say in
regard to the position ?—

¢ Buch borrowing is only a modified
form of inflation, but, like all Govern-
ment horrowing, reduces the amount
available for productive industry .
Altogether, the position is very disquiet-
ing and emphasises how imperative it i
that all neccssary steps, however drastic
or dxfﬁcult, shall be taken to ensure
the balancing of the budgets. To wipe
off these accumulated deficiences and to
keep current expenditure within the

[Hon. W. H. Barnes.
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available is a stupendous task, demand-
ing not only sound financial administra-
tion, but the earnest co-operation and
ready sacrifice of the people as a whele.”

Hon. members opposite have said that cer-
tain action was not taken by the late Moore
Government because we preferred not to take
it. In reply to that, let me quote this
extract from a letter from Professor L. G.
Melville, Economist to the Commonwealth
Bank Board, to the Quccnsland Treasurer,
on 3lst October, 1931:—

“In the case of Quecnsland, the Com-
monwealth Bank Board would be pre-
pared to provide money, if required, to
finance a revenue deficit not exceeding
£760,000, and an expenditure on loan
works up to the end of December of
£188,200. As Queensland held cash
balances at 1st July, 1931, amounting to
approximately £1,980,000, the Board of
the Commonwealth Bank has inferred
that no financial assistance will be re-
quired by Queensland this financial
year,”’

Hon. members opposite have referred to
Mr. Theodore again and again. Are hen.
members opposite going to doubt some of his
statements? This is an extract from a letter
from him when he was Commonwealth Trea-
surer to the Queensland Treasurer under date
18th November, 1931 :—

“ Apparently it is your desire that
Qucensland should have the right to
receive advances lhis yecar so:that it
may maintain a reserve of cash, The
Loan Council has, however, never issued
Treasury bills to enable any Govern-
ment to hold a reserve of cash. To do
this in present circumstances would be
placing an unnecessary strain on the
banks. I do not think the Loan Council
would be justified in approaching the
banks for moneys for this purpose, nor
do I think the banks would be prepared
to make an advance in such a case.
This view appcars to have been adopted
also by the Economist of the Common-
wealth Bank in his letter to the Under
Secretary to.the Trecasury, Brisbane, a
copy of which accompanied your letter
to me.”

It has been said that we did not try to get
this money. The Leader of the Opposition
referred to a resolution moved by me at the
Lean Council. This is the resolution: —

“ That the Commonwealth Treasurer,
when applying to the Commonwealth
Bank for further supplies of loan morey,
include the proportion allotted to Queens-
Jand for the half-year ended 31st Decem-
ber, 1931, also that State’s proportion
of any amount which may be made
available for the half-year ending 320th
June, 1932; such sums to be provided
by the bank as and when required by
the State.”

That resolution was rejected by a majority.
In fact, the only persons who voted for it
were the representatives from Queensland.
Tt is absolutely incorrect to say that we did
not try to get the money. That statement
has no foundation in fact, and is made
purely for political purposes. Speaking as
the ex-Treasurer, I rvealise the gravity of
the present position. It is the duty of every
public man, whether he be on this side or on
the other side of the House, to do his best
to assist this country. That will be the
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policy that will be pursued by me, and I
believe will be adopted by the party on this
side of the House. Queensland is bigger
than personal ambition. Queensland is an
important part of Australia; but, even if it
were the least attractive part instead of
being the most attractive part, it would be
our duty as representatives of the people
to assist the State in every possible way.
We must lift Queensland. The policy pur-
sued by our Government had commenced to
lift Queensland. Hon. members opposite
may take some credit for any improvement
brought about by us, but we shall all rejoice
because Queensland is improving. May the
day soon core.

Mr. BEDFORD (Warrego) [4.39]: After
nine months suspension of Parliament it
seems almost like old times to liear the hon.
member for Wynnun excusing his political
stupidity and getting rid of his political
venom with the deprecatory air of a curate
at a mothers” meeting. He quoted a quantity
of meaningless figures—meaningless when
divorced from any attempt at eomparison.
To hear millious juggled with by a man with
an eighteen-penny mind cannot impose upon
this House or upon the country. Having
been left with money by the out-going Labour
Government, and while local authorities, the
Agricultural Bank, and the State Advances
Corporation, which advances money for the
construction of workers’ homes, were clam-
ouring for the use of that money, the hon.
gentleman’s Government saw fit to put us
deeper into the depression that was begin-
ning by lending the money in the South.
No excuse can wipe out that fact.

Mr. Moore: We wanted to get our money
back when we wanted it oursalves. That is
why we lent it.

Mr. BEDFORD: Why couldn’s vou get it
back the other way?
Mr. Moore: We got it back.

Mr. BEDFORD: As a matter of fact,
the Moore Government said, by their action,
that they believed that the local authorities
and other borrowing authorities in Queens-
land offered them less sccurity than the
people in other States, particularly because
they were lending the moncy to Govern-
ments of their own political faith.

Myr. Moore: They were not.

Mr. BEDFORD : They were.
Mr. Moore: Some of the money was lent
to South Australia.

Mr. BEDFORD: It was also lent to Vie-
toria.

Mr. Moore: Mr. Hogan was the Premier
of Victoria.

Mr. BEDFORD: 1 wish to congratulate
you, Mr. Speaker, on your accession to the

ighest office in Parliament. I hope your
health will improve, and that you will be
long spared successfully to fill the Speaker’s
chair. I am quite sure from your gruelling
experience for the last three years in oppo-
sition that you will show more kindness and
tolerance to the Opposition than was given
to us by the then authorities in the House.
In any case, it is certain that you will not
throw out four members for exposing a pla-
card showing that the Moore Government
had broken its promises into a million frag-
ments.  Neither do I think that the new
Chairman of Committees, Myr. Hanson, whom
I wish to congratulate also, will be guilty of

1932—Dp
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silencing me for having used geological
terms, or that hie will not permit me to
use the words ““ marine tertiary,” apparcntly
belicving that it should have been brouglt
up on the Estimates of the Health Depart-
ment.

The present Government have already
been charged with having broken promiises.
[n that respect I wizh to read the state-
ment of a great, good, and glovious states-
man, made in 1926, ax reported in “Ilan-
sard,” vol. cxxvii., page 24—

“It seems cxtraordinary to me that
people should go out before an election
and make absolutely definite statements
and put them over the signatures of
reliable and authoritative campaign
directors, and then immediately they are
returned go back on what they said they
would do. That is the thing to which I
take oxception.  If we are to havoe
honesty of government, if wo are to
have the people voting for what they
believe they want, surely Governments
should faithfully carry out what they
say they will do!”

That great statesman was the
Leader of the Opposition. Then he promisad
£2.000,000 and 10,000 jobs, and promptly
forgot the whole business. The Opposition
attack us for having strayed from the
Premiers’ Plan, but I believe that the last
delegation from this Government did great
work in altering the whole appearance of
that plan from what it was, for it was
mervely w plan for the chopping of wages,
the cutting down of the purchasing power of
money, and the deepening of the depres-
sion. As to its incidence, we have to take
tke statement of Mr. Tunnccliffe, the then
Acting Premier of Victoria, as reported
i[n the Xelbourne “ Argus” on 27th April
ast—

“ At this stage Mr. Tunnecliffe referred
to the discussions at the Premiers’” Con-
ference. Ile spoke of the manner in
which the other States, notably Qucens-
land, Western Australia, and Tasmania
had observed the Premiess Plan.

“The Premier of Western Australia
(Sir James Mitchell), he asserted, had
said quite plainly that his State could
not meet its obligations.

present

“The press was not present when that
statement had been made, but only the
publicity agent of the Federal Ministry.

“The Queensland representatives had
also asked: ¢ What is the use of under-
taking to carry ocut these proposals
when we know we are not able to do it7’

¢ I'or half an hour the Prime Minister
and the Assistant Minister, Mr. Bruce,
had pleaded with the representatives of .
these States to vote for the continuance
of the Premiers’ Plan, because they must
preserve solidarity.

““ Both the Premier of Queensland (Mr.
Moore) and S8ir James DMitchell had
shrugged their shoulders and said:

‘We cannot meet our obligations.””

Myr. Moorr: Quite untrue.

Mr. BEDFORD:

“ Subsequently Mr. Bruce asked Mr.
Moore if nie would vote for a continuance
of the plan, and Mr. Moore nodded.

“Mr. Lyons then asked Sir James
Mitchell, who also nodded, but almost

Mr. Bedford.]
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at thie same time said, ‘I have fo wvote
for it '—
““But I know damn well we cannot
do it
Mr. Moore: I said I could not say we
would carry it out with an election coming
on in Queensland, besause we did not know
whe would be in power.

Mr., BEDFORD: T am glad of that inter-
jertion, hecause the continuance or the exten-
sion of the Premiers” Plan was dependent on
ancther cut in wages recommended by these
alleged experts

My, Aoore: That was turned down by
W1 of us.

Mr. BEDFORD: Turned down because
there was an election coming on in Queens-
land—

“ The representatives of these States
told Mr. Biuce candidly that they could
not meet their obligations wunless they
had loan mecney.

¢ Acting Promier Tunnccliffe, in a
statement {o the press, exposed the real
intentions of the Tory Premiers and
their so-called experts.

* The proposals put forward, he said,
were for all States to set aside all Arbi-
tration Court awards, and that single
unnmploycd men should be given employ-
ment in the rural industvies at 5s. a week
and their tucker.”

The position prior to this Government com-
ing 1nto power was not much better.

Mr. Moorg: Mr. Tunnecliffe left the con-
ference before that took place, so that what
you are reading is pure imagination.

AMr. BEDFORD: It
imagination.
15 a liar.

At page 24 of “ Hansard” for 1926 the
ox-Premier said—

3 cannot be purs
Either 1t is true or the man

“If we are to have honesty of govern-
ment, if we are to have the people vot-
ing for what they believe they want,
surely Governments should faithfully
carry out what they say they will do. . . .
Before T make a promise T want to see
that I have the ability to carry it out.”

And_then the hon. gentleman who is now
Leader of the Opposition promised £2,000,000
for 10.000 jobs, and then he did not carry
out his promise. .

During the speech delivered by the Pre-
micr the hon. member for Cook ‘interjected
that something was a deliberate untruth.
I am open to correction, but I believe the
statement was made by the Premier that a
further cut was intended. The statement
that it is a deliberate untruth is disproved
by this—

“ WHAT aRE ‘ RrsL WaGES'?

“The term ‘real wages’ used by the
committee of econornists in their recom-
mendations to the Premiers’ Confercnce,
now in session, having perplexed many
of its readers, the Melbourne ¢ Age’
made inquiry of the Commonwealth
Statistician, Professor Giblin, who is also
a member of the economists’ committee.
Giblin said the idea was that the cost-
of-living adjustment should be applied
to wages as was donc in most cases by
the Arbitration Court. When the ‘real
wage’ was thus arrived at, a further
reduction of 10 per cent. would be made.
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Ifc explained that if the wage or salary
was $£6 a week, and the cost-of-living
adjustment was 174 per cent. {as it is
computed to be in Victoria) there would
be a deduction of £1 ls., bringing down
the wage to £4 195, This £4 195, would
bhe regarded as the ‘real wage. Then
the 10 per c=nt. would bz applied, reduc-
ing it to £4 9s.”
Of course, theve are very few people getting
£6 a week in Australia to-day, so that the
position on the present debased basic wage
rate, if it had been subjected to the con-
tirued Promiers’ Plan as suggested b this
tremendously  important cconomists’  com-
mitize, would have meant a wage slightly
above the present relief rates.
Mr. Xenny: Tho Premier said that 1
advocatcd that., That is what I said was
untrue,

Mr. BEDFORD : The better you advocate
it the worse it will get on.

Myr. Kexny: Tell us why you did not get
into the Cabinet?

Mr. BEDFORD : 1 will tell the hon. mem-
ber, but I pledge him to the utmost secrecy—
[ did not get sufficient votes! I may tell
the hon. member, however, that I have never
asked anyone for any political support; and
I resent very much the attempt of the hon.
member to make a grievance of any apparent
ingratitude for goed service.

I am glad to know that the Governor’s
Specch contains a cheerful statement about
the number employed in gold prospecting.
I have often said in this Housc that Aus-
tralia is a country of such tremendous
resources that practically only the sun-
burned gold has vet been discovered, which
happene:d at the worst times as at Kal-
goorlie after the tyranny of the banking
system, whichh thea tfemporarily ruined
Australia. Just as Kalgoorlie and (Cool-
gardic were discovered to bring Australia
back to prosperity, and incidentally to
show us what a stupid thing confidence or
the revival of it is when we know that no
new fields are now in the making.
£16,000,000 having been lost in the banking
smash of ’93, a few months later, Kalgcorlie
and Coolgardie having been discovered and
produced 4,000 oz. of gold worth £16,000,
that was sufficient to cancel out the
£16,000,000.

Although commercially gold is one of the
least valuable of metals, being used for
wedding rings, false teeth, and the squar-
ing of international obligations, the fact
remains that gold is coming back again both
in Western Australia and Queensland to give
this country a new prosperity and at the
same time give it a prosperity with, I hope,
no loss of memory of the depression we have
passed through, that loss of memory is
directly traccable to the optimism of the
people in the country. After a thres years’
drought if you tcok two squatters standing in
the rain and asked if they had forgotten the
lesson of the drought just finished, they
would say, ‘“Which drought? ”” Similarly
Australia will rapidly come out of its present
condition of becalmedness—becalmedness in
industry—but the fact remains we should not
forget the things which brought us there.
We should recognise it is dear money and
consequently low prices of commodities
which brought us where we are. No country
of this kind can stand the luxury of a war
that cost £900,000,000. Later on I shall have
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a little more to say on the general condition
of Australian finance, but meantime it is
well to say that it is ‘o be hoped that none
of this prosperity, which T believe is coming,
will cause us to forget the trouble we have
been in so that there will be a possible
recurrence of it.

The promised Mortgagors and Debtors
Relief Bill comes as a welcome relief to
quite a lot of people in this State. There are
firms here that I know of with assets of
£200,000; and a firm which has paid £70,000
in ien years in overdrafts and mortgage
interest 1s now faced with the destruction
of all its assets for a sum which does not
amount to 16 per cent. of those assets, and it
is the duty of the Government to give full
relief—not the half relief given by the
Moore Government, under which it was
necessary for the mortgagor to go to the
court and explain why he could not pay
interest, Instead of doing this, the amend-
ing Bill proposes to make the relief to the
mortgagor automatic; and, if therc is any
hardship to the mortgagee, let him go into
the court and explain it. When that Bill
was going through, I asked the present
Leader of the Opposition at the sccond read-
ing stage if it were intended to apply to
overdraits. We have cases from one end of
Queensland to the other of primary producers
suffering. Hon. members opposite talk of
their tremendous solicitude for the primary
producer, and this is what happened: The
big pastoralists got relief by reduced rates
and by an extension of leascs totalling
14,000,000 acres. The selectors got no rehef
because they could not get a reduction of
interest; and they could not get a reduction
of interest because the Government did not
insist that they should get a reduection of
interest. On the second reading of that Bill
I asked the hon. gentleman if he intended
to apply it to floating debits anvd whether
he would bring selectors and farmers within
the scope of the Bill. He said “ Yes”; and
later he found that he had been wrong, and
the selector, the farmer, and the business men
were left without any protection at all.

They talk a great deal about taxation
being high. The high cost of money to Go-
vernments and to local authorities is such
that high taxes are necessary. For instance,
we have this overgrown Brisbane City Coun’
cil, with its £1,000,000 town hall, built on
a duck swamp, and with g dlSplOpOlthI’late
tower put on it so that it can be seen. We
have all these tremendous expenses of the
Brizsbane City Council going hand in hand
with a high assassment rate and high rate
of taxation. We have also got these pcople
charging 8 per cent. on arrcars of rafes.
They should come automatically under the
scope of this Bill.

The taxation and the result of it have
been such that on the property formerly
occupled by oy and Gibson, in the Valley,
the unimproved taxation for’ municipal pur-

poses is £27,000. The Land Tax Depart-
ment, of course, takes a further cut, and
values it for taxation purposes at £37,000,

while, when the property was put up for
sale the other day, the best bid was only
£25.000. Tt is useless to say that this has
no cffect on unemployment. If the rates of
interest had been automatically reduced, as
they should have been long ago, it would
automatically have put men back to work.
It operates in this way: Why did the gold
boom start? It was because interest rates
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were coming down, so that even the imost
cold-footed bondholders or fixed depositors
saw that it was not possible to make bread
and butter out of interest earnings, and
therefore they took the money out of the bank
and stuck it into gold mining shares; and on
very slight provocation they would sec thag
industrial shares in concerns from which some
vesults are being obtained would increase
in value, which would mean that men would
be put back to work. But there is no hope
while you have foreign banks telling you
what intercst you must pay; while you have
men qudnelhnv over unessentials instead
of agreeing on essentials; condemning in-
flation, and then suppmtmg inflatron—
which is connoted by a high rate of exchange;
while you have men saying for political
purposes that that which Mr. Scullin said
was wrong when he said it, but that it was
right when Mr. Bruce said it. You cannot
do much when you have people taking notice

of  press economists who change their
opintons with every change of Government,
who two years ago were roaring that infla-
tion was repudiation, and whom you now
ind cheerfully talking, as the ex-Treasurer
does, about millions like cherubini singing
the interest tables in the usurers’ heaven,
The interest burden to selectors was 8 per
cent. until last September; now 1t is 7 per
cent.; and that is to be taken in conjunetion
with the fact that men will not even take
sheep as a gift whilst it costs 3s. 3d. per head
to bring them to market. The Queensland
Government by their abattoir arrangements.
almost wiped out the competition which
existed among butchers to 1)U.1Chd58 from the
growers. In the days before Redbank and
other meat companies were coutrolling the
meat supply of this city, there were ﬁfty or
sixty butchers competing for the purchase of
meat.

Mr. Moore: There are fifty-three now.

Mr. BEDFORD: tow is it, then, that
meat is now higher in price and the return
to the producer is lower than before the
abattoir was built, If we cannot get it in
the one way iminediately, we can doubtless
velieve the producer from this tremendous
burden of interest.

On 21st June, ten days after the clection,
the houn. member for Wynuum, the Trea.
surer in the late Government, ventured to
tell us some home truths—

“Ths late Government had not gone
in for heavy borrowing but we
felt that the banks in such a time of
crisis might have helped more than
they have. This might be disagreed
with, but he sincerely believed it to be
corrcet, and, had thla been done, he
claimed the p051t10n in Austlaha would
have been better to-day.”

Of course, the position would have been
better. The trouble is that, whereas we
told the people clearly two or three years
ago to get the busmees started, nothing was
done. \othmg was done, dlthourrh we could
show that the whole history of money in
Australia proved that it was a system of
banking by a few people for their own
private benefit to the detriment of the
general public; although we could show
that in bad times the banks made more
money than in good times; and although
we could show clearly that the old law
of supply and demand had absolutely refused

Mr. Bedford.]
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to work. When we could show these things,
surcly the time had arrived when something
drastic should be done in the direction that
we probosed.

To-day we have Mr. Brigden, who, when
he was appointed by Mr. Moore, would
-have nothing of rcpudiation in the way of
reduction of interest, saying this—

“ A world crisis 15 following painfully
the normal sequence of crises. It has now
recached the stage of cheap money.”

[t has, because the world is two and a-half
years more scnsible;  because  Australia,
which learns slowly, knows more than it
did two and a-half years ago, perhaps lLe-
cause Mr. Brigden, in the interests of that
gentleman, now sees the Labour Govern-
ment on these benches. Thes all come 1o
it when the right Government is in power.

Now, we generally find that with low
prices cemes cheap money. In Australia
we got clieap money when wool in particular
was cheap. Before we had the financing of
£900,000,000 of war costs from the general
finances of the country, whenever low wool
‘prices came along we had cheap money. For

mstance, there were low wool prices 1n
1906; and these were then the values of
some of our stocks on the market—
Per cent. £ s d
New South Wales 5 100 0 0
Queensland 3% 100 0 ©
South Australia ... 5 10115 0
Tasmania L .. 100 0 ¢
Vietoria ... > .. 101 00

In 1920, Quecensland 64 per cents. were at
£93. There is the fact that money can go
cheap, as commodities go cheap and as
wages go cheap: and that in itself is an
argument in favour of interest having its
own Arbitration Court, of the wages of
money being fixed with due regard to all
the intercsts concerned in it in the same
way as the wages of labour arc fixed.

The position in regard to the wool busi-
xess 1s tbat, despite the fact that the growers
are paying more for carriage of wool over-
seas than they have earned, despite the low
prices and bad times, only one man in the

industry is talking common sense. That
man is James Clark. He wants to go baci
to the B.A.W.R.A. expedient, whereby

there is collective marketing; but a few
people in New South Wales have formed
an association whose one idea of making
wool dearer seems to be to prevent people
from wearing more of it by cutting down
the wages of the workers in Australia and
the spending power of those who arc related
to them.

Mr. James Clark is the only man who pro-
poses to return to the B.A.W.R.A. system

of .collgctivo marketing, which will also
assist in _pulling down overscas freight
charges. It is patently much more feasible

for one shipper to fix a freight charge
than to have one hundred or one hundred
and fifty small competitive shippers. When
the Commonwealth steamship line was in
cxistence when times were better and wages
higher, the oversea freight on wool was
3d. per lb. Then Bruce sold the shipping
line to Lord XKylsant, who is now in
‘gaol, and we have neither the money nor
the ships, and the freight on wool skied to
13/16d. per Ib. That is one reason why the
Government in this State should take &
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hand and insist upon a wool pool. If they
cannot insist upon a wool pool in the other
States, at least they can insist upon a wool
pool in this State. The Government owe
that duty not only to the small grower but
also to the worker in the industry. The
small grower is being penalised out of
existence. The wrong-headed idea of charg-
ing the same rvailway freight on greasy as
on scoured wool should be altered. On the
one day scoured wool was quoted at 24d. per
1b. and greasy at 9d. per Ib. That means that
the grower is losing a great deal of that
difference of 15d. per 1b. in order that the
stuff can be sent overscas, where most of
the work is done. Low~al scouring would give
n large amount of work, and to that extent
would relieve the labour market, thereby
wiping out the necessity for intermittent
relief.

It is no good saying that the railways
must pay in these circumstances. The rail-
ways would have to pay if they were pri-
vately owned; but they are the working
plant of tho great public estate. The State
is a beneficent landlord, and the Govern-
ment  should wipe out this anomaly in
respect of railway freights on scoured and
greasy wool, even if 1t means a loss of
revenue. It should insist upon the work
being carried out at a scour within our
borders and as near as possible to the point
of productiop. I firmly believe that, when
all the talk of politician against politician
is done, the people in Australia will want
to sce Australia back to its old prosperous
times; but it cannot go back to those old
prosperous times for any length of time if
we still leave the causes which produced
the present position. We went into a war
which cost Australia £800,000,000, and our
total indebtedness amounts to £1,100,000,000.
We should now decide to fund that amount
by the flotation of 25 per cent. irredeemable
consols. We should decide that the fixed
deposit rate should be 2§ per cent., the mort-
gage rate 4 per cent,, and the overdraft
rate 45 per cent. That would give the banks
a 2 per cent. spread. The banks complain
that they are in possession of fixed deposit

"moncy until August on which they arc pay-

ing 5% per cent.; but they are paying that
rate on very little money. They leave out
of consideration altogether their reserves;
their capital, and the money of the publia
which they turn over and over again and
for which they receive the higher rate. Tt
has been said that such action would result
in the flight of capital from Queensland.
Everybody knows that capital, although very
timid, is also very slow to move, and bccomes
afflicted with rheumatoid arthritis imme-
diately it begins its flight. Capital cannot
get outside Australia because of the present
exchange position being against it; and it
is unlikely to go from the best State in
the country to the other States not so good
down below. Further, wealth does not exist
in the shape of money which can be put in
a trunk and carted away. It exists in the
shape of credits, in the shape of working
plant, land, and other things. To say that
capital will flec because we decide to put
interest in its place and to fix a just and
equitable wage for money is a figment of
the imagination, or at least a dream based
on no premises at all.

I congratulate the Government on the
Governor’s Speech.  They have a  good
worsable programme for the session; and
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if, as I believe, they intend with the
Mortgagors and Debtors Relief Bill to
do just what the previous Government
did mot do--that is, to bring the over-
drafts and floating debts of farmers and
grazing selectors under its provisions—they
will earn the gratitude of many. I wish
they would go further, and malke this enact-
ment one of the most momentous things
ever done in the history of Australia by
Jaying down this fact—that, just as the
wages of labour change, so should the wages
of morey dhange; and for three years
ahead the wages of money should be fixed
at 25 per cent. on fixed deposits, 4 per cent.
for mortgages, and 45 per cent. for over-
drafts. I thoroughly believe that, if that
be not done, it will only be a question of
time before Ausmaha will go through this
vicious circle again. TFirst of all, Australia,
by digging up a lot of gold, will make every-
thing prosperous and easy. If a freetrade
Government is then returned—we could not
have a more freetrade Government than
the present Federal Government—it could
seek to make the gold that is exported
hurtful to Australia’s secondary industries,
by borrowing more and thus making it easy
for imports to enter Australia. The result
would be as before, and that was that, after
we opened up goldfields like Ballarat,
Bendigo, Kalgoorlie, Charters Towers, and
all the glcat goldfields of this countn, we
dug up all the gold and sent it away and
imported shoddy goods in return.

Mr. O'KEEFE (Cairns): I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

Resumption of debate made an Order of
the Day for Tuesday next.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
PRESENTATION OF REPORT.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay): On behalf of Mr. Speaker, as
Chairman of the Committee, I present the
report of the Standing Orders Committee,
and move—

‘“That the report be printed.”
Question put and passed.

Consideration of the report, by leave,
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. LARCOMBE (Rockhampton) [5.13],
by leave: I wish to make a personal explana-
tion, In its report of the speech which 1
delivered  yesterday the  ‘ Telegraph”
credits me with saying—

* Mr. Scullin is not a Labour man.”

That report is absolutely incorrect. I never
made any such remark. When I was speak-
ing there were numerous interjections, and
it was almost impossible for my remarks at
the time to be correctly heard in the press
gallery, hence the error I have mentioned.
I'he report of my speech otherwise was
excellent; but I wish to malke this personal
explanation in justice to Mr. Scullin, for
whom I have the highest personal and poli-
tical regard.

The House adjourned at 5.15 p.m.
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