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Qurstions. [ll NovEMBER.] Qu~stions. l9Jl 

WEDNESDAY, 11 NOVEMBER, 1931. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, Wintlsor) 
took the chair at 10 a.m. 

CESSATION OF BUSI:'-iESS FOR 
ARMISTICE DAY. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish to inform hon. 
members that at 11 a.m. the bars of the 
House will be closed to observe the ou.s· 
t01nary two n1inute·~ silence in connection 
.,Yith Armistice Day. 

Q'CESTIONS. 

REVEXt'E A~D ExrEXDITURE. GrxDIE AND 
KuRI STATr: FAmrs. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Qurtnton) >lsked the 
Secretary for Agriculture-

" \Vhat were the total amounts of (r,) 
revenue. (b) expenditure, at the Gindie 
State farm and the Kairi State farm, 
respectively, for thP years ended 30th 
June, 1927, 1928, 1929, and 1930 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS 
(Hon. \Y. A. Deacon, Cwwingharn). for 
the SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. H. F. ·walker, Cooroora), replied-

1t or ended-
1 

Ginuic ! Kairi 
1 

State Farm. 8tatc }<'arm. 

£ 8. d. £ s. d. 
(a) Re~·enuo. 

30th .Tune, 1:127 0S1 8 6 10 
I 

i 1,312 7 
30th .Tunc, 1928 I 537 19 0 i 1,178 12 2 

:: ! 1,115 7 30th June, 1929 0 11,03± 17 0 
30th June, 1930 •• I 1,329 18 11 ' 89J 11 0 

(b) Expenditure. 
30th June, 1927 3,19-1 11 9 3,429 8 6 

-

HOth Junr, 1928 .. : +,:29J 5 11 2,577 11 7 
30th June, 1929 •• i 2,9H 0 l 3,3-±9 12 11 
30th June, 1930 .. i 2,83± 0 8 3,212 12 9 

--

"Thf'o,c two fanns arc. not run as 
trading concerns with a yiew to profit, 
but for the' co11duct of experiments and 
for t)Jp breeding nn<1 distribution of stud 
a tinu__d_, at pr:cns -within the reach of the 
ordinary fanner.'' 

SUGGESTED EXTExc'IO~ TO PoLICE or RIGHT TO 
COKTES'£ PLEBISCITES. 

Mr. D'CNLOP (RocUwrnpton) asked the 
Premier-

'' In Yie\v of hir. recellt announcunent 
th&t members of tho public service arc 
not debarred from particip:•ting in plebi­
-cites, will he also approve of the san,8 
privilege or right being extended to 
members of the police force?" 

The TREASUREH (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Wynnum), for the PRE::\1IER (Hon. A. E. 
Moore, A.ubiyny), replied-

" 1 am not disposed to consider any 
alt ration of the present police regula­
tion, w hi eh provides-

56. (1) Xo member uf the force shall 
ta k•' an.v public part in political 
affairs. 

This regulation ''"as gazettC'd in January, 
1925. ,, 

FEES PAID TO 1IE}!BERS 01' PHAR}!ACY BO.IRD, 
1918-1930. 

Mr. DASH (Jhwdingburm), for Mr. 
KIRWAN (Brisbane), asked the Home 
Secretary-

, 1. \Vhat was tho amount paid to 
each member of the Ph?.rmacy Board 
for each of the vears 1918 to 1930, inclu­
sive-(a) As board member fees for 
attendance at meetings; and (b) as 
exan1iners' fees? 

"2. Were members of the Pharn,acy 
Board paid prior to the year 1918 for 
attendance at meetings 1 

" 3. Is there statutory authority for 
the payment of members of the under­
mentioned boards for attendance at meet­
ings under the following Acts : -(~) 
Medical Act; (b) Dental Act; (c) Optr. 
cians' Act; and (d) Nurses and J'.1a3scurs' 
Act? 

" 4. What amount, if any, has heen 
paid to the chairman and each member 
of these boards-(a) Per meeting; and 
(b) the maximum amount payable f?r 
any period of twelve months to the chair­
man and each member?" 

The HOl\fE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson. Xormanby) replied-

" The information is being obtained." 

ExTE:>:SIONS oF LEASES OF SoNo:vu AND 
BIRALEE HOLDI:,;GS. 

Mr. COLLIKS (Bowcn) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. On whose recommendation were 
the Sonoma and Biralee holdings in the 
Bowen electora~ given extensions of 
lease? 

" 2 . .,What was the period of such 
extension. and what conditions, if any, 
were attached to same?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:\'DS 
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, GunniwJl/'1111) replic·d)-

" 1. X ew leases were grar.ted in respect 
of Sonoma and Biralee holdings on the 
recommendation of the Land Administra­
tion Board. 

" 2. ln each case the term of the new 
lease is twenty years. Each holding is 
subject to one-fourth resutnption at any 
time if required for closer settlement 
purposes. and a further one-fourth 
resumption in fifteen years. Each hold. 
ing is also subject to a condition reqmr­
ino· the expenditure of £500 on w.- t'er 
an°d fencing improvernents 1~:ithiu five 
years.'' 

CHARGES FOR \VATER, I::-rKER~IAN IRRIGATION 
ScHE~!E. 

Mr. COLLINS (IJowen) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

" \Vhat is the system now in op~ration 
in regard to the charges made for the 
use of the water from the Inkcrman 
irrigation scheme? " 

The SECRETARY FOI~ PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, Gunningharn) replied)-

" Charges aro made-(1) A flat rate of 
£3 10s. per acre per annum on benefited 
land; (2\ a charge of 2,!.d. per unit <,f 
electric po,ver consumed." 
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COMMO::\WEALTH LEGIS.LATIVE 
POWER BILL. 

IxrTJATior;. 

The TREASURER (Hon. \Y. ,1, Barnes, 
lV!tnnum), for the PREMIER (Hen. A. E. 
Moore, Aubiyny) [10.37]: I beg to move-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, l'EsolYe itself into- a Cornmittee 
of the \V hole to consider of the desirable­
ne•.s of introducing a Bill to refer to the 
T'adiament of the Ccmmonwealth, pur­
suant to section 51, XXXVII., of the 
Constitut-ion of the Commonwealth, power 
to make laws with resp ·et to the com­
puLsory conversion of certain :;;ecuriti- ~.'' 

Question put and passed. 

DEBT CONVERSION (FCRTHER 
AGREEMENT) BILL. 

lNITIATIOX. 
The TREAS'GRER (Hon. \V. II. Barnes, 

Trynnum), for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E. 
::\foore, Aubi{fny) [10.38]: I beg to move-

" That the House will. at ih next 
sitting, re•·olve itself into a Committee of 
the vVholc to consider of the Jesirable­
np.,s of introducing a Bill to approre an 
agreemeet between the Commo-nwealth 
of Australia of the first part and the 
St'ltes of New South \Yakc;, Victoria, 
Queensland. South Australi", vV cstern 
Auetralia. and 'I'asmania cf the second 
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and s_ vcnth 
parts re,pectively, haYing fnrther rela­
tion to the conversion of the internal 
public debts of the Commonwealth and 
the Stat0s." 

Question put and ras•ed. 

SCPPLY. 

REsu~rPTIO:-l oF Co:u:m:rTEE---TExTH AXD 
ELEVEXTH ALLOTTED DAYS. 

(Jir. Rob, rts, Rast Too1coom ba, in the chair.) 

DE1'ART11ExT OF JuETICE. 

CHIEF OFFICE. 

Question stated-
" Tha), £19.471 be granted for ' Dc-

partnwnt of J'ustice-Chief Officn.'" 

. ::\1r. DAS~ (Jht:>din{!_burra) [10.40]: Dur­
mg the prevwus drscusswn on this vote, the 
hon. member for \Varrego raised a que-tion 
m regard to itinerant auctioneers. and I 
should likf' to know from the c\ttorney­
G encral whr:•ther anything has bccn do no in 
that matter 

The ATTOR?\EY-GE?\ERAI, (Hon. ::\. F. 
:Maro:ro ,rty, South Brisbane) [10.41]: I have 
had comnntnif'ation from :\ort11cr:n bodie 
such as the Townsvillc Chambr , d Com­
mcrcr on this ;natter, 1vhich was also brought 
nnder. my not1ce by }Jr. J oily. as the r€'pre­
sentatwe of other bodies. The matter is 
undc·r consideration; and, '"' I snid before. 
aD arrlend!ncnt is b0ing prep:\ red, and, if 
app_roved, we will put it through this 
session. 

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisban·) [10.42]: I want 
to make reference to somo of the comments 
which have been made in cmmection with 
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan. I am not going 
to allow the memory of a man for whom I 

[Mr. Dasl1. 

had the highest esteem and respect to be 
besmirched in this Chamber by certain hon. 
members who suggest that the fer' which he 
received during his period of office as 
Attornev-General were not earned. I am 
not goi;}g to make any comparison between 
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan and the present 
occupant of the office of Attorney-General. 
Personally, I regard Th1r. Ryan as one of 
the greatest constitutional lawyers of Aus­
tralia, and one who fought cases involving 
issues which were more important than many 
of the issues raised in connected with. any 
Australian case previously decided before the 
Privy Council. 

I want to make reference to what was 
known as the Mooraberrie cattle case. I 
w.as a member of this House when the 
Denham Government, in response to a cable 
from the Imperial Government, put through 
in one day in this House and alw in the 
Legislative Council " The Meat Supply for 
Imperial Uses Act of 1914." The object of 
that Act was to give to Great Britain and 
her Allies a supply of meat. The Imperial 
Government were not satisfied with the 
arrangements existing with regard to the 
export of meat; and under that Act extensive 
and extraordinary powers were taken-powers 
which are only taken in case of war, when it 
i' highly imperative that there should be no 
hitch in military arrangements. It is just as 
true to-day as it was when the great 
Napoleon stated that an army travels on 
its stomach, therefore it was high!;, essen­
tial that the British army should be sup­
plied with foodstuffs. That \.et provided 
that all meat exported from Queensland 
should be practically under the control of 
the Government. It also meant that prac­
tically all the cattle in Queensland were at 
the disposal of the Imperial Government 
for the supply of meat for the Imperial and 
~.\!lied troops. Representatives of the cattle 
industrv in this Chamber and also in the 
Upper ·House gave the mo"sure their bless­
ing, and, speaking on behalf of the cattle 
owners, said distinctly that they were pre­
pared to suppl;:· the necessary r,eqniroments 
in the way of cattle. 

Later on it was found that there was a 
bdter market in Adelaide and Melbourne 
for cattle than there was at the Queens­
land meatworks; that is to say, these people 
who talked about their lovalt:v and devotion 
to the Empire were prep.ar'd to sell cattle 
in the balevards of Melbourne and Adelaide 
at £5 per 'head more than they could get in 
Brisbane for the meat to be treated for 
export for Imperial uses. Cattle began to 
travel across the border. \Vhi]P cattle 
owners gene,·ally were actuated by loyal 
principles and were sending their cattle to 
Queensland mcatworks to provide r:1eat for 
the Imperial troops, others were sending 
cattle over the border to be disposed of in 
th South. 

The result was that under " The Sugar 
Acquisition Act of 1915" 1\lr. Ryan decided 
to seize such cattle so that thcv could be 
used for Imperial purposes only, and not 
be allowed to cross the border. 

Mr. BvTLER: He did not require them for 
Imperial use'. 

Mr. KIRW AN: The hon. member can 
say what he likes, but I am stating the facts 
of the case. and Mr. Ryan was ultimately 
upheld by the Privy Council, which I re(?'ard 
as the apex of the British judicial system, 
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and a much higher authority than the hon. 
member for Port Curtis. 

The squatters-those gentlemen who talked 
about their loyalty and patriotism-formed 
a consp;ra<y, and used an unfortunate 
widow named Mrs. Duncan, who hap­
pened to own a station, and an arrangement 
was made to send some of her cattle across 
the border. The squatters were not game 
to do it themselves, but got behind the 
skirts of this unfortunate widow-just the 
'ame as happened when it was proposed to 
adopt early closing in this city, when a 
lot of talk was indulged in about the poor, 
unfortunate widow who kept a s.hop being 
victimised. \Vhen Mr. Rvan took action 
with regard to o.ecuring tiie meat for the 
Imperial Government, it was asked why the 
Queensland Government should interfere 
with this unfortunate widow, when she could 
get £5 per head morl' in Adelaide than by 

·adhering to the agreement to supply meat 
for Imperial purposes. :i'vfrs. Duncan's 
cattle were seized. The case went before 
the Full Court of Queensland, and the Go­
vernment of the da v lost. It went to the 
High Court in Sydn.cy, and Mr. Ryan won 
by a decision of five judges to two. It even­
tually went to the Privy Council, where it 
was won by Mr. Ryan. The Imperial Go­
vernment on that occasion did what was 
never done beforP in the history of the 
British Empire. They invited the Queens­
land Attorney-General (the late Hon. T. 
J. Ryan) to visit London and plead their 
rase. The Queensland Government acted 
for the Imperial Government in that 
case; and the late T. J. Ryan appeared 
before the Privy Council on behalf of the 
Imperial Government. His brief y, as 
marked, his fees arranged, and his neceso'trV 
expenses paid by the Imperial Government, 
and the Queen,land taxpayers were not 
railed upon to contribute 1s. Mr. Rvan won 
that case. ~ 

V'/e can all rerall the celebrated McCawley 
rase. when only one member of the Supreme 
Court bench in Queensland was prepared to 
administer the neccssarv o~th when the late 
:Mr. Justice l\1cCawley ;_,.as sworn as a mem­
ber of the judiciary; but, when he died 
suddenly at the zenith of his career, we 
\Yitnessed the fulsome adulation of the 
people who had not a single good word to 
sav for him when he was elevated to the 
Slipreme Conrt bench. 

'\fr. Yl:AXWELL: Do you object to those 
tributes? 

:\1r. KIRWAN: No; but I do object to 
th0 insincerity and hvnocrisy of those people. 
The .•ame ncople ]Hid tribute to ::\fr. Ryan 
foJ1o,ving his decease. 

::'vh. MAXWELL: You put Ryan out. 

~Ir. KIR\YAN: 'I'he , nlv rcplv to the 
l on. mE ~nb,•r is a good old Enc;li ri' word of 
four letters. but I would be called to order 
'i I were to we it. Th" late :VIr. T. J. 
R5·an won the l\1cCawley case·, the "East0rn" 
('ase. the case in connect-ion 1vith the regula­
tion of sugar cane prices legislation, anJ was 
able to prC'scrYe workers' co·n1pc~sation as a 
State mmlOpo!y. \Vhen legislation dealing 
v:ith the Ia~t ;natter v;.Ta"i under corsid0ration 
in the Legislative Council, a \Yell-known 
Brisbane ban·istF r representing the insurance 
companins of thie Shte drafted an amend­
ment which he hoped would kill workers' 
compensation as a State monopoly; but he 
e·.-idently did not do his work cffecth·ely, 

seeing that the late Mr. T. J. Ryan was 
successful before the Privy Council. The 
following is an extract from an article deal­
ing with the legal triumphs of the late Mr. 
T. :J. Ryan which appeared in the "Daily 
Mar!" of 2nd August, 1921 :-

" Following his return to Queensland 
after his appearance before the Privv 
Council on the ' Great E~stern' ea ,(:_~ 
which he won, he found action had bee~ 
taken to overthrow the legislation under 
which meat was secured for tho British 
troops and her allies. Tho Imperial 
Armies Meat Act was challo'lged as in­
valid, on the ground that it infringed 
the rights of interstate trade. ~\fter the 
case "as argued for eighteen days before 
the full bench of seven judges at the 
High Court at Melbourne, Mr. RYa.n 
secured a judgment in his favour by a 
majority of five to two·. By this judg­
ment the High Court, for the first time 
i1~ its history, reversed a prior decision 
given by it on a similar case arising j·--. 
New South \Vales. Mr. Justice Isaao-. 
described the Queenslar'd case as one ot 
the most important that ever came 
before the High Court. 

" An effort was next made to upset the 
Sugar Acquisition Act in which a com­
modity such as sugar, meat, etc .. could 
be secured. This effort is best -known 
as the Jlllooraberrie cattle case. An action 
was brought against the GoYernment for 
£5,000 damages for acqu.iring certain 
cattle under the Sugar Act. The SuprCl'IL' 
Court of Queensland :'aid the Govern­
ment had wrongfully taken the cattle. 
The High Court agreed and gave judg­
ment for £2,000 against the (~ueeusland 
Government. The case was a t:·st. 

" In 1919 Mr. Ryan appeared on the 
appeal to the Privy Council and won. 
Other notable triumphs in which he 
figured brilliantly wore secured in the 
McCawley case, which greatly enhanced 
his reputation as a constitutioral lawyer. 
The proceedings before the Coal Board. 
when he succecsfully challenged the in­
creased price of coal imposed by the 
board; the Privy Council action which 
resulted in the Queensland cancgrowing 
millowncrs paying their share ! amounl· 
ing to several thousand pounds a veer 
plus a fair sum in arrears) of administer: 
ing the Sugar Cane ~Frice~ Act, unde1~ 
which 2d. a ton was paid by the s·nall 
cane farmers into a fund for working the 
Act; the Privy Council appeal, which 
decided that the Queensland Govermner.> 
had a monopoly of workers' compensa­
tion insurance; and the fnrt.hcr PriYY 
Counril appeal relating to the proh;bi­
tion against Hindoo labour in the• cane­
fields of Queensland, and these and other 
cases in which Mr. Ryan scored in the 
Supr<'me and High Courtc." 

The interests of the peo;;]e of Quccnsia 1d 
were amply safeguarded by the paymcnh 
made to the late T. J. Ryan, whether b:' 
the Imperial Government, the Government 
of the State of Queensland. m· by both. 
'I'here is no doubt that, had the Moorobc rrio 
caso and the "Eastern" ea -,e gone aca1l!"t 
the Queensland Governme"t. they \YOtdd 
have cost the Imperial and State Govern­
ments many millions of pounds. Both those 
cases were won by Mr. Ryan. 

It is rather remarkable that in the Moora­
berrie cattle case the attack did not come 

JJlr. Kinvan.] 
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from the alleged disloyalists and traitors to 
tl_Je Empire during the war, but 1t was en­
·gmeered, supported, and financed by people 
who held the view that it was right and 
flropcr to conscript the manhood of Austr ,lia 
~or services abroad, if necessary, but that 
it was not right that a few head of cattle 
<hould be commandeered to feed the troops 
;o sent abroad. 

In the course o£ his reply the Attorney­
General stated that there was· no real neces­
sity at the present time for the issue of 
quarterly electoral rolls. Before quarterly 
rolls were decided upon by the Labour 
Government, a system prevailed under 
which a quarterly electoral list was pub­
lished in the newspapers circulating in tho 
various electorates. This showed the name, 
of those electors who had left the electorate, 
or who were disqualified, or who were dead. 
Those electors who were wrongfully removed 
from the roll under these headings were 
given by this published information an 
opportunity of making representation to 
the electoral authorities for the reinstate­
ment o£ their names. There was the well­
known case of a doctor in Charters Towers 
f,ome years ago who woke up ono morning 
to find that, so far as the electoral office 
was concerned, he >Yas officially dead. The 
hon. member for Mount Morgan remind- me 
that he was marked dead on one occasion, 
and that he had considerable difficulty in 
proving h<' was alive. c 

The SECRETARY FOR L.;BoUR AXD lxursTRY: 
On one occasion he was on two rolls at the 
same time. 

Mr. KIRWAN: If the intention to abolish 
the is~ue of quarterly elqctoral rolls is 
founded on economy, then the Government 
should resort to the old practice of publish­
ing the names of those electors who are 
from time to time removed from the rolls 
in order to give them an opportunity of 
making application to be placed on the 
rolls again. 

I intended to refer to the question of 
legislative action being taken to permit of 
a revie\v of rents of bus.iness houses, but, 
as the Attorney-General has agreed to 
receive a deputation on that matter, I have 
no desire to pursue the matter fnrthcr at 
the present time. Provision is now made to 
permit householders to have their l'ents 
reviewed; but while some eitv landlords 
who rent or lease shops met tl1eir tenant; 
in the unfortunate position in which they 
found themselves owing to the depreselion, 
there are other landlords who, like Shvlock, 
are insisting on their pound of flesh and 
refuse any relief to their tenants. Legis­
lative enactment might be necess:try to com­
pel those landlords to ease the burde::1 on 
their tenants in a similar manner to \vhat 
many other landlords have done. 
M~. BUTLER (,Port Curtis) [10.57]: The 

hon. member for Brisbane made some rather 
extraordinary statements concerning the late 
::\Ir. T. J. Ryan's fees in connection ,vith 
the Mooraberrie cattle ca-;e. The facts con­
cerning that case are not at all as stated 
by the hon. member. The hon. member 
has attempted to stir up feeling against 
the graziers by stating that thev endea­
voured to send their cattle out of the State 
in order to avoid their being slaughtered 
and sent overseas to feed the troops. 

Mr. KmwAN: I repeat that statement 
again, and say it deliberately. 

[Mr. Iiirwan. 

Mr. BUTLER: That is absurd. The hon. 
member was perfectly right in stating that 
Mr. Denham, the then Premier, piloted a 
Bill through Parliament on 11th August, 
1914, authorising the Government, on beh1df 
of the Imperial Government, to talm posses­
sion of all the cattle in Qneensland. That 
Bill passed through this Parliament with 
the concnrrence of every grazier in Aus­
tralia. They were only too pleased to hand 
over their cattle for the use of the Imperial 
Government. A contract was eventually 
entered into between the Imperial Govern­
ment and the various meatworks of the 
State to take the output of all meatworks 
in Queensland at tho contract price 
of 4id. per lb. f.o.b. How could any cattle 
owner, by driving cattle a~ross the western 
border of this State to serve the Adelaide 
market, defeat the objects of that Act? 
Any snch contention is absurd. All the meat 
shipped from Australia was shipped to the 
Imperial Government, and was paid for at 
the contract price I have mentioned. It did 
not matter twopence whether that m0at wae 
exported from Queensland, Victoria, S')uth 
Australia. or ·western Australia. The hon. 
member is simply talking through his neck. 

Mr. KIRWAN: I am tolling the truth. and 
you don't like it. 

Mr. BUTLER: The' real Jact of the 
matter is that the ]ate T. J. Rvan intro­
duced a Bill which had for it~ purpose 
the seizure of about 100,000 tons of beef 
belonging to the graziers at a price of 
3~d. per lb. in order to supply the State 
butcher shops. The hon. member cannot 
got away from that fact. 

CESSATION OF BUSINESS FOR 
ARMISTICE DAY. 

At 11 a.m., 
In accordance with ~Ir. SPEAKER's 

announcement at the opening of the sitting, 
busin.css was suspended for two minut"'· 
during which time hon. members stooct in 
silence. 

Sl.'PPLY. 

RE,c}IPTIO)f oF CmDHTTEE. 

Mr. BUTLER (PNt Curt;,) rn.2]: The 
hon. men1bcr for Tirisbarw i~ quite inrorn:ct 
when he savs that action >Y:ts taken bv the 
Labour Go~Ternmont to ~eizo the 1nc~t in 
order tlutt it might be available for the 
Imperial GovPrnment. The fact of th8 
matter is that the L,,,bour GoYornment had 
promised at the elections in 1915 to supply 
cheap nw<tt to the people of Queensland, 
They found it impossible to do so, .'nd 
thereupon proceeded to commandeer large 
(]Uantities of meat from the v,raziers a.t 3kd. 
per lb., although the Imperial oontr ,et price 
was 4id. per lb., in order that the com· 
mander.red meat might fmd its way in to the 
State butcher shops. It is idle alw for the 
h<m. member for Brisbane to sa.v that advan. 
iage was taken of the fact that VMrs. Duncan 
was the owner of 11-looraborrie Station iu 
order to fight a test case. The fact of the 
matter is that Mooraberrie, the property of 
~\1rs. Duncan, was more convenient to the 
Adelaide market than to the Brisbane 
market at the time when the cattle wer& 
being moved across the border. 

.i\Ir. PoLLOCK: \Vhat nonsense ! 
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Mr. BUTLEU: It is not nonsense, it is 
a fact; and it was considerably cheaper to 
get thosE' uttle into the Adelaide market 
than to send t,hem to Brisbane. 

;yrr. POLLOCK: Absolute rot! 

Mr. BUTLER: What I sa) IS perfectly 
,f'orrect. 

The CHAIR:YIAK : Order ! I would 
point out to the hon. member that this has 
nothing to do with the votu now under 
discussion. Th<? hon. member for Brisbane 
got very much farther away from the point 
,than I should have allowed him to go. I 
desire to be fair, and I httve allowed the 
hon. member for Port C'urtis to reply. but 
I would ask him not to pursue the suqjed 
any further. 

Mr. BUTLER: I have been led into 
innumera.ble by-paths in endeavouring to 
reply to the hon. member for Brisbane. I 
think, however, that I have an.cwered him 
most effectively. 

Item (Department of Justice-Chief Office) 
agrei'd to. 

CO l'RTS OF P8TTY SESSIONS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENER\L (Hon. N. F. 
Macgroarty, South l!risiJrrne) [11.5J: I beg 
to IDO'.'C-

" That £75,540 be granted for ' Courts 
of Petty Se&::~ions.' :' 

The amount voted last vear was £81.729: 
the amount actually exp~nded was £80,358. 
If any hon. member de3ires any inforn1ation, 
I shall be only too happy to supply it. 

Item agreed to. 

ELELfORAL REG!STR,TION. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
Macgroart::, South Brisbane) [11.6]: I beg 
to move-

,, That £28,874 be granted for 'Elec-
toral R0gistrntion.'" 

The principal difference in this vote com­
pared with the vote for the previous year is 
that there is provision this year for £20,000 
in conn;,ction '~'ith the forthcoming election. 
This matter already has been fully discussed 
on the vote for " Chief Otlice" ; but there is 
one: pie 'P cf inforrn?tion that I desire to 
giv," ro the Committee. Tl•e hon. member 
for Townsville shtcd that 700 of his electors 
had been ,,truck off the roll withi u the last 
six months. I have had the figm'C3 verified 
at tht. electoral officP. and the correct figures 
are-

Transferred to other 
enrolled 

Objections (some 
since claimed 
where) 

of "·hom 
enroln1cnt 

Dead 
Disqualified 

Total 

and 
604 

have 
else-

94 
37 

4 

739 
It will b seen, therefore, that the statement 
made by the hon. member for Townsvllle is 
not r:·nTcct. 

l\Ir. :\'Ic:r.LAx: On the vote for the "Chief 
'Office" I mentioned that to·day 30,000 people 
were oH' the rolls as a result of the amending 
Ele,ti,ms Act pa,"ed ]a,(· session. You did 
not exvlain that matter. 

The ATTOR:'-!EY-GENERAL: I do not 
know 'i;hcre the hon. member got his figures. 
I do not remember him raising the question. 

Mr. }fcLLAK: 'l'he hon. gentleman pro­
bably onrlooked it. I shall refer t'o it later. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member for Gregory also referred to dis­
qualifications in his electorate. I would 
point out that there has been no election 
in thD Gr- go1-y sine e 1923, and the figures 
are-

Transfers to other districts 242 
Objections 985 
Dead 26 
Disqualified 10 

Total . 1,263. 

1lr. :'IICLLAN (Flinrlers) {11.10]: The 
amount expended last year m connoctwn 
with the electoral office was £10,207, although 
the aEwunt appropriated last year was 
£11,169. As thle Attornev-General is onlv 
asking for £28,874 this yci1I:, it means that h'8 
has only allowed £18,000 for the elections. 
I think the hon. gentleman will be a verv 
lucky man if he can conduct an election fo~' 
£18,000. 

I want to refer again to the figures w hi eh 
I submitted on the vote for ·' Chief Office." 
Apparently, in the excitement of last week, 
the Attorney-General overlooked that point. 
That was no doubt excusable, as the matter 
is small in comparison with the major 
question under discussion at the time. 
Neverthelee>, the figures are of great 
importance. I am open to argument; but 
I think I demonstrated on Friday that 30,000 
people in this State had been disfranchised 
as the result of the amending Act passed 
last year. I submitted that as the first­
fruits of the Act, so to speak, and I anti­
cipated that there would be a larger number 
before the elections in lvla" next. It will 
only take a couple of mir1utes to demon­
straw my argument. The population of 
Queensland on 30th June last was 959,572. 
On the census basis of 1921, according to the 
census authorities, 56.29 per cent. of the 
population were over twenty-one ycarb of 
age, and we must presume that the san1e 
percentage exists to·day. That equals 
540,143 people twenty-one yearo of age and 
over. I am not going to say that all that 
number should be on the roll, because we 
must consider tourists, travellers, and per­
sons who have just reached the age of 
twenty-one and hove not botherc d to get 
on the roll. The usual estim,,,te to make for 
that cla's of people is about 12,000. Take 
12.000 from 540,143, and we have 528,143. 
What is the number on the State roll? If 
we take the same date-30th June last-the 
number on the State roll was 497,806, there­
fore 30,337 people were off the roll on 30th 
June last. 

Mr. TOZER: You surely don'~ say that 
because thcv are not on the roll the Act of 
last )'Car disfranchised them? 

Mr. MULLAN: I say that I must come to 
that conclusion. I told the Attorncy-Gen0ral 
when we were cliscuosing the Bill last year 
what would be the inevitable result of the 
Bill. no matter how sympathetic his oflicers 
might be. I know the electoral officers just 
a,; well as the },.ttornev-General does; and I 
have no hesitation in, saying that he has a 
very efficient and capable staff of men, who 
will administer the Act reasonably and sym­
pathetically; but, however sympathetic the 
administration mav be. the': must take into 
consideration the 'law, and' the regulations. 
Even if the Attorney-General acts liberally, 
he, too, must act within the law; and, 

Mr. Mull.cm.] 
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apparently he so acted during the last twelve 
months, since the amendment of the Act has 
led to this result. I shall be glad to 
have any other explanation which the 
Attorney-General may offer; but, unless he 
is prepfLred to prove that black is white, 
I cannot see how he can prove otherwise 
than that there are 30,337 off the roll to-day 
as a result of the amending Act oi last 
s~ssion. 

The Attorney-General, when speaking the 
other day, said, " "What does it matter 
whether a man is on the roll or not?" Of 
course, to be fair, he me.tnt at the present 
time. I am not going to give his words the 
meaning one might easily deduce therefrom 
-that the Attornev-General wanted to dis­
franchise people. -I am going to accept 
his own construction, which meant, I think, 
" What does it matter? This is not the 
time of the elections; it will be all right 
so long as we get them on bv the time of 
the elections." If he m<'ant that, why 
bother about a roll until there is an ele~­
tion? That is the logical conclusion, unleos 
I took the other meaning, which would prob­
ably be unfair to the Attorney-General. If 
he meanr that it does not matter whether 
you are on the roll or not so long as you 
are there at election time, then, following 
that reasoning, there ought to be no rolls 
except just at election time. That would be 
a bad thing. It is a good thing to have rolls 
as a basis for enrolment for elections later 
on. I rose particularly to obtain an 
explanation as to why 30,337 people were 
off the rolls as at 30th June last. 

The ATTORNEY-G.ENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) [11.19]: The 
electoral office must have some system upon 
which to work, and it is desirable that there 
should bo electoral rolls. I consider that 
>tn annual roll and a roll every quarter are 
too many; a half-yearly 1·oll would be quite 
sufficient. It does not matter a great deal 
whether a person is on the roll or not to-dav 
so long as he is on the roll in time for the 
elections. There will be a new annual roll 
at the end of the year, o quarterly roll in 
Yrarch, and a supplementary roll prior to the 
elections, and there will be everv oppor­
tunity for all persons to become enrolled. 

Mr. HYNES: \Vhat is the date of -the elec­
tion? 

The ATTORKEY-GEXERAL: That has 
not yet been fixed, but probably April, :,1ay, 
or June. 

Ylr. MuLLAN: What year? 

The ATTOR::'-JEY-GENERAL: I say 
definitely, 1932. There has never been any 
doubt about that. 

The hen. member for Flinde-rs contends 
that the amendment of the electoral law 
passed by this Gm·ernment has been respon­
sible for the remm·al of the names of 30,000 
people from the rolls ; but I would remind 
him that sincp the amended law c.1me into 
force 2,000 additional names have been added 
to the rolls. I do not accept the figure' 
quot<:-d by the hon. member. He has 
ridiculously argued that 30,000 names have 
been removed. If there are 30.000 more 
people entitled to be enrolled. then it is 
be ea use they have not bothered to carry out 
their duty, or else the system inaugurated at 
the electoral office has not yet reached them. 

:\lr. MuLLAN: You know that there is 
another reason. 

[Mr. MtfUan. 

'I'he ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: I do not 
know any such thing; and I will not allow 
the hon. member to charge this Government 
with having removed those names. Probably 
the hon. member has been supplied with 
fignres by some figure export; but figure 
experts sometimes make mistakes that are 
revealed merely by checking. If there are 
30,000 people entitled to be enrolled who are 
not enrolled, then those who are interest,,d iu 
the elections should see that thev are en­
rolled. There is not the slightest' objection 
to their being enrolled. 

Mr. HY>rES: The residential qualification 
debars them. 

The ATTORNEY-GEI\'ERAL: The Go­
vernment have not attempted wrong·fully to 
remove people from the roll ; in fact, the 
number on tho roll has boen increased by 
2.00-0 since the amending Act of 1930 came 
into force. 

Mr. MULLAN (Flindcrs) [11.22]: I have 
obtained mv figureQ, from the officials of the 
various GovernmE'Olt departments. The 
Attorney-General himself supplied the num­
ber of people on the roll at 30th June last. 
'When speakinc; on the Electoral District> Act 
he stated that the number on the roll as at 
30th June last was 497.806, and I obtained 
the figures ehowing the population of Q;J<'cns­
land as at 30th June last from the Reg"trar­
General. As to the percentages--

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They ar2 your 
own. 

Mr. Ml~LLA::"-J: Thcv are noL Let the 
Attorncv-General refer t"o the "Offici-:t! Year 
Book," "or go to the library and look up the 
Commonwealth census for 1921. or ring- up 
his own statisticeJ officers. They will tell 
him that at th~ ccmus of 1921 it \\'d' fGund 
that 56.29 per cent. of the population at that 
date 'vero twenty-one years of age or ov,'r. 
I have shown where I ha ye obtain: d my 
figures. There is no question of c<tlculation. 
They are mathematic~lly correct; therdore, 
I have demonstrated that there arc 30.337 
electors off the roll. There may be a differ­
ence of opinio11 as to why they arc , ff the 
roll; but s]Jrely the hon. gent inn :t must 
admit the figures! If he do0s not, I would 
ask him to refer to hi.:; O\Yn oHicPr-:; in the 
lobby. Surely they will not question the 
population figures of Queensland as ot the 
30th June last, or deny that the parbculars 
given in connection with the redi5tribution 
scheme are correct ! 

The ATTORNEY-GENER\L: Both tho·G figures 
are accurate, but the pcrccPL1 fYE>· arc 
different. 

Mr. MULLA?\: Does the hon. ~entleman 
suggest that the percentage of 56.29 is not 
correct; or does he mean that that per­
centage of the population is not twenty-one 
vears or over? He wants to be fair. 1f we 
~ome together and reason, he must .adn1it 
that on these figures, whic-h arc his own 
official figures, there aro 30.000 electors off 
the roll. As I said, there might be a 
difference of opinion why they are off the 
roll. The Attornev-General states th>tt his 
ofl1cials have done -cycrything they could in 
the matter. I am not blaming his officials; 
they arc not responsible. He knows Yer:, wc11 
who is responsible. His GoYermnent are 
rPsponsible, because they passed th< Elections 
Acts Amendment Act last year, making 
three months the rec,idential qualification. 
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That is the real and onlY reason for the 
absence of these 30,000 electors from the roll. 

,The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: Didn't I give you 
the ans '-'·er in connection with the Townsville 
electorde? 

Mr. :\lULL£\N: The hon. gentleman did 
not give an ans·wer; ho merely sidetracked. 
He cannot give an answer. . My statem.ent 
that his Gon,rnment are entrrely rt;sponsible 
for disfranchising thcc\e people is uuans\ver­
able. I have made due allowance for those 
who are not on the roll through their own 
neglect; and the fact rcmaim that 30,000 
people to-day are -disfranchised as the result 
of last vear · s Act ; and the number wrll 
probably 'be 50,000 at the time of the elections 
next year. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grcgory) [11.28]: I did 
not' make any complaint to the Attorney­
General last Friday as to names being 
removed from the Gregory roll. The 
Attornev-Gencral's statement about the state 
of the Gregory roll is purely an Aunt Sally 
that he has put up to fire at. 1\o one made 
any sq_ggestion to him about the Grcgo~y 
dectoratc. I have read my speech m 
'' Han2ard." and there is no reference in it 
to complaints about names having been 
removed from the Gregory roll. My com­
plaint last Friday was that nomadic worlccrs 
in the \\"cstcrn towns-men who have no 
permanent home and are on th~ roll . as 
residing. say, at the Royal Marl Hotel, 
\Vinton-when away frorn their registered 
address either following droving, shearing, 
or looking for work, will have their names 
removed from the roll after tl.wy have been 
absent for three months. Their contract may 
last for six or twelve month'··· :Many droyers 
<HO on the track for that time. Many of 
them are single men without homLs, and 
with no permanent place of address other than 
that given on the electoral roll. Although 
thev nny have left the electorate for t'welve 
months thev mav still be, and probably arc, 
within 'the State: Under the Elections Acts 
Amendment Act thev cannot enrol for a 
particular electorate "until . after they ha vc 
resided for three mouths m the electorate 
for which they dc"ire to enrol. :Many of 
thf'se people, particularly n1cn who arc 
dro\·ing, shearing, or looking for \Vork, are 
awav from their usual headquarters for 
lengthy periods. I~ is very rarely that they 
are three n1onths 111. an electorate, and thD 
Elections Acts AmPndnwnt \et was 
designed to keep thnso people off the roll. 
I do not expect that any great drive to 
remove names from the m 11 will be made 
until just prior to the elections, when objec­
tions will be lodged by the 'Country­
Nationalist organisations against na1ncs of 
men appe;ning 01: the rolls_ when those men 
have not been m the drstnct: for three 
months. a !though they are still somewhere 
in the State, travelling or working, and are 
just as good citizens as anybody else. They 
may be unable to fulfil the three months' 
resiclenti cl q11alification which would enable 
them to get upon another roll. I argue m 
all good faith that, whether they be out of 
work or whether they be drovers, shearers, 
or g~neral nomadic workers, these people arc 
entitled, as citizens of the State, to haYe 
their names reta;ned on one roll until they 
can qualify to be enrolled on anothe~· roll. 
provided. of course, that they are m the 
State of Queensland. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERA!,: There is nothing 
·wrong v.-ith that. and it ''"ill be done. 

Mr. POLLOC'K: If that is not permitted. 
then a large number of the best citizens of 
f;·e Ste,tc will be -disfranchised. These 
ar.rnmcnts were used by us when the Elec­
tiol1s Arts Amendment Bill was being con­
bidererl last year. It is obvious to me that. 
t·s the law now stands, the drive to remove 
name·'< from the roll will be made by the 
organisations referred to prior to the elec­
tions, when it will be too late to raise any 
complaint in this Chamber. If they aro 
not careful, these p:>ople will find that their 
names are not on the old rolls, and that 
they are unable to vote because they havF 
not the residential qualification to be 
enrolled elsewhere. That is the most serious 
feature of the amending _\.et of last year. 
Despite what the Attorney-General may 
Rav as to rcLtinlr.~ narnes on the roll, if 
ob"jcctions are lodg~d, then the officials con­
corned must act in accordance with the law. 

:i'Ir. STOPFORD (J1onnt M organ) [11.34]: 
I understood the _'\.ttorney-General to state. 
ll; interjection, that a nomadic worker who 
found it impossible to qualify for enrol­
ment on another roll by reason of the fact 
that he had to travel in the course of his 
occupation, would have his name retained 
on the original roll under which he was 
CJUa!ified to vote. I do not know whether 
the hon. gentlema.n intends to take that 
power by regulation; but my reading of the 
Eledions Acts Amendment Act leads me 
to think that the doctoral officials may not 
interpret the Act in that way. It was 
prm·irlcd last y<'ar that. before a name 
could be struck oil the roll, the person con­
cern•'d must be absent from the electorate 
for three months. 

The .\TTORXEY-GEXTBAL: More than that; 
bot t.uso notice of objection is given at the 
en-d of three months, and it may take two or 
three VVC'Lk,, to finalise the matter, so that 
four n1onths or n1ore n1ay elapse. 

T,:r, STOPFORD: I understood the hon. 
n1en1ber for (ircu;-ory to argue that, if a rnan 
found it imposs1blo for him to qualify for 
cnroln1Pnt on another roll, he might cam~ 
rnunicate th fact to the electoral autho­
rities, and tha.t the,- would retain his name 
on tho roli of his original electorate. 

The ATTORNEY-GE;;cERAL: You should have 
been here whPn I read a c0rtain communi­
cation on Friday. Evidently I shall have to 
read it t.gain 

Mr. STOPFORD : I do not want the 
hon. gentleman to re'ld it again, if I ha.ve 
his assurance on the matter. I know that 
an Act sonw·shat similar to this had to be 
administrrc·d in 1912_; and although repeate;f 
assuranc,::->3 v;ere g1ven as to a. persons 
domicile, it was ruled, in respect of certain 
men who were cn".acced on relaying work 
at Petrie, that a toni was not a residence, 
therefore the··. were not domiciled there for 
the purpo'·Os of electoral registration. 

The ATTOP.XEY-GEXERAL: \Ve have ruled 
that it is a domicile, and we will see that it 
is ca.rried out. 

Mr. STOPFORD: But these are matters 
which will be determined by the registrar. 
I know that jast prior to the 1912 election I 
found that an electoral registrar had ruled 
that eeventy men working at Petrie :were 
not elio·ible under the residential qualifica­
tion be~ause they resided in tents. I had to 
secure seventv <'worn statements on the 
matter. It sl{ould be the aim of everyone 

Jlr. Stopford.] 
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to give every citizen of the State an oppor­
tunity to qualify for enrolment. I quite 
realise that we "ant the rolls as pure .as 
possible; but we should see that the men 
whom we arc eo fond of praising-the men 
who c,,rry on our sea•.onal industries­
should be given every facility to enable 
them to remain on the rollc. ~1cn engaged 
in picking cotton in n1y O\Yn district arc 
co_:l ·cllcd to tra-' l about: and, as three 
electorates converge at that point, they may 
not be in the one electorate for three 
months at a time. Thev mav not travel 
G8 miles Juring the whole. of th'o season, but 
they would not have a three months' quali­
ficatioL; eomequently they would be struck 
all' the roll, and ould find it impossible to 
get back on the roll. From what the 
Attornev-Gcnoral has told m, a. man with 
a famil~- can claim a r<>·.ident qualification 
for the place where his family resides; but 
the nomltdic worker will be affected by the 
Act as it stand .. : and I am pleased to have 
the assurance oi the AttorneY-General that 
he ha:~ ~..;lvcn certain inEh'n:Ction-. and I 
sincerely hope tiH>..t those instructions wi11 
be properly interpreted bv those who 
receive them. 

::V1r. HY:\ES (Tou:nsrillr) [11.38]: I wish 
tu refer to the Altorne_y-General's rep!:-· to 
n1y f>tatcn1cnt thnt a nurnber of namf'" had 
been c-.'cciq~d from the roll for the Towns­
villo electoral district. That ".>s just an 
ex-part•' "htement b:· the Attorney-General. 
and. althoug"h the rnlos of Parliament com­
pPl rne to accept his :3taten1ent a~ being 
c·orrect.- l1kc the Scotchn1an, .. I haP rna 
doots uboot it." 

The ATTORXEY-GEX!'RAL: I got the figun; 
from the electoral 1·egi-trar. 

:VI<-. HY:\ES: ;\Iy people have told m" 
distinctly rhat v·ery many old residents who 
have lived in the electorate a1l their li.-e, 
have hrd their nan10s rcn:w'~-cd fron1 th< 
roll. 

The ATTORKEY-GExERAL: The;\' will tcli 
you an .. thing. 

:VIr. HYXES: The hon. g-entleman has 
b< ,•n telling the public a lot ·of things that 
a r0 not true. Thiit is whv- he is ulled 
'· Jlr. :--;r_r:c.ssit~,~ ~Jac:'.l" arty:'' 

I\lr. A. JONES: Why "Necessity"? 

. ::Vlr. HY~ES: Because the? say "Nece 
:;.Jty kno\vs no Ja1v." (LaughtPr.) IJ_~here i· 
a distinct difficulty in regard to migratory 
workers rcrnaining on tbe roll: and that 
p~rticularlJ applies to plac"'s like Town 
,-I1Ie and other northern cOH'"-tituC'ncie~·. 
where men are obliged to leaYe the district 
and 0ll2'D.gl~ in :::;Pa~on8J indu~teif' in order 
to ear!1 a lin:lihood. \Yh- n ~1~t\ pr-incipal 
\et, wqs .o:oing through Parlinn.:nt, thP 

Attonw,v-Gcncml m ode th-" statenent th,tt 
thcr0 \Yer~· hvelve narn 011 C1c roll for n 
boarding-bon:;e in South Bri~baLc .. althou·~h 
tho'C p oplo were not li,-ing at the plah'. 

The ATTORNEY-GEKEH'L: I said ov-er WO. 

Mr. HY;\;ES: Th'? hon. gentleman said 
t~ot he v~ tt~ not going to pcrrr1it contiuua­
i 1on of that state of affn ir~. Take the c ,<c 
of a n1on sta~~in'! at a hotel jn To-;" n··Yillc. 
I-I_e may go. out sherring and get a run 
wrth " shearmg contractor. and is probably 
n·h·ar t\vo or three n1011ths before he rclnrn~ 
to Townsvillc. The prev-ious Aclministration 
recog-nised the difficultv· that that man 
would haYc in keeping his namA upon the 

[Mr. Stopford. 

roll; ther:efore, they made it a conditian 
1 hat no name was to be taken off the roll 
unlcs-- the indiYidnal made application 'lo 
get on another 10ll, or unles's tlH..:re \\as 
absolute proof that the ncrcon was dead or 
hcocl left the State. I a!n e:ttisfied that the 
three n1onths' residential qualifiea~ion is 
going to bo m.c,J by the agents of Labour's 
opponents at the next election in order to· 
prevent migratory workers fron1 exercising 
a vote at 1 he next election. 

A few years ago, 1\hcn Labour was in 
power, audacious attempts were made by 
~ationalist members to get names off the 
roll. The hon. member for Mundingbur.:a 
quoted a letter that had been sCJnt to cer­
tain electors in the Northern constituencies 
purporting to have come from the <>lectoral 
registrar. It was proved to be a bogus 
letLer sent out bv the Nationalists in order 
to frighten ele~tors about keeping their 
names on the rolls. It transpired that in 
son1e cases there \vere persons whose nan1es 
were on other rolls in the State, and it is 
quite possible for that to be done in a legi­
timate "ay. These letters which were sent 
to these people purported to have conw from 
the electoral registrar, and to be Govern­
ment documents. The intention was to inti­
midate these people and get them to take 
their name' off certain rolls. vVe shall find 
that tht'C organisers will bo particularly 
active just before the next elerdons. 
Hundreds of nanws will be excised from the 
roll in ever:-· district whPrc there is such 
un organisation, \Thich ·will do nothing but 
w~rk in cnmoction with the rr,lJs. There 
are several people paid hig·h wagr' in the 
Townsville office of the Nationalist Acsocia­
tion whose main \York is to 1wrusc the ro1ls 
with the object of taking narnc' off the roll 
of dector·, who it is rxpecte>d vv-ill ,,ate 
againRt Nationali"ts at the elections. I 
mw a letter signed b,v the Kationalist Asso­
ciation in rro\YllSYillc, \vhich wu;;; sent before 
the last election to a man who had left 
Townsvi1le and v~Tas pcrn1ancntly residing 
and v-oting in New South Walee. That 
man v.as told to communicate with the 
Nationalist office. which would direct him 
how to exercise his vote at. the Queensland 
elections. "Smith's \Voekly" got hold of 
the letter, but for some reason did not pub­
lish it. The :!\'ationalist Association at 
Townsville devised means for getting people 
who had left 'I'ownsville for some years and 
taken up residence in Now South 'Wales to 
exercise a vote in Queeusland because their 
names happened to be on the roll. A p;r 'at 
hardship is imposed on a big S< 'lion of the 
oommnnitv. The hon. member for Flinders 
stated thO:t there are 30.000 people who have 
been disfranchised, and that is a conserva­
tive estimate. If it were possible to get the 
cm·rcct figures, I belie''" the number would 
b, much greater th·•n that. 

Mr. MAXWELL: How do vou know that 
that may not be due to duplication., 

:;l1r. HY~ES : There will be duplications 
under any system; but there will not be 
duplication so far as e-ccrcising the Yote is 
concerned. I do not think that at election 
time there is one in 10.000 people who will 
take the risk of voting twice. The average 
citizen is not going to break the law for 
the purpose of exercising another vote; 
he only wants one vote. The rivhts of the 
man who is doing usdul work in our big 
primary industries should be preserved; and 
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he should know that his name is on the roll 
for a certain electoral district. Surely a 
man on the roll in 'Townsville who is away 
for a few months in the year going round 
the country following his occupation should 
have his name kept on the Townsville roll! 
Under the existing Act such a man will not 
be permitted to get his name upon another 
roll, as he will not be sufliciently long in 
any one electoral district to qualify for 
enrolment. For that reason I say that the 
Administration has been dishonest in con­
nection with this legislation by disfranchis­
ing those workers. 

The Attorney-General gave a verv feeble 
excuse for discontinuing the practice of 
printing the quarterly rolls. The discon­
tinuance of that practice causes confusion 
in the minds of people, and it is almost 
impossible in some districts for a man to 
ascertain whether his name is on the roll 
O\' not. There are certain names taken 
off the Townsville roll every six months, for 
instance. It is said that the electoral regis­
trar notifies people in >'>Titing that he is 
taking their names off the roll ; but, when 
:ouch a person has left his registered address 
and has gone cane cutting or shearing, the 
notification never reaches him. He never 
knows nntil election day that his name is 
taken off the roll. If there were a quar­
terly roll, or, in the absence of a quarterly 
roll, lists were printed showing the names 
1vhich have been taken off or added to the 
roll, a person would be able to ascertain by 
calling at a police station or consulting the 
union organisers w hcther his name was still 
on the roll or not. 

The printing of quarterly sheets would not 
'ntail very great expense, and it would 
ensure that a peroon who is entitled to yote 
would be able to exercise the franchise on 
election day. Apparently the Attorney­
General has no intention of pnblishing 
quarterly sheet ; and I can only concludA 
that there i~ something sinister behind the, 
action of the Govtrnml'nt in di;::continnin,.; 
the printing of guarterlv rolls. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
:\Iacgroarty, South Brisbane) [11.49]: On 
Friday tl1e hon. member for Townsville 
stated. that 6CKJ or 700 names h •.cl been 
n·rnovecl fl m j he TownS\·illc roll, and h:· 
blamed the ('ovPrnmcnt or tlw ne>• electoral 
~...-stC'ln for th:lt .state of affair~. Tberc is 
:r{q saiisfyin~ ;;:orne }lCoplc'. I h'lVC had ~onlt-
1nforJ:Y":ation nrL•parcd the Eh~ctoral 
RcQ'isit·ar's Offic0 relating the Tmn1sville 
electoral roll. The hon. member 1vas not in 
the Chamber a whilc ago, v,hen I quoted 
the figures on this subject. 1 will there­
fore <JUOtc them again. This information 
sho1c·s that 739 names have bum removed 
from the Townsvillo electoral roll since the 
amendment of the Elections Act by this 
Government, made up as followc :-

604 narr,os were rcmoYcd from the roll 
hccanse the people h .d trar .fcrr<'cl 
to other distr;cts and hod become 
enrolled in the new districts·. 

94 nm11es were rC'movcrl hf~causo i he"~ 
"ere objected to-7 of the ,e hav;, 
s1ncc claimed rnrolment olse,vhere. 

(7 of the electors ha VC died. 
4 were disqualified; making a total of 

739 
Mr. HYx~s: \Yho objected to the ninety­

four names? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The elcc­
tora' registrar. The hon. member for Towns­
villo complains that the Government ure 
trJ ing to injure tho"o persons and thereby 
to injure him, bnt that is all nonsens'e. 

Mr. HYKES: Were the whole of the olJjc•c­
tions made b)- the electoral registrar 1 

The ATTOR:.!EY-GENERAL: Ninety-
foUl_' names wore objected to by the electoral 
registrar. 

Mr. HYNES: At whose instance? 

The A'I'TORNEY-GENER"\L: I advise 
the hon. member to consult the department. 
In n1any case13 the objections 'vere lodged 
because no reply had been received. 

The hon. member for Mount Morgan also 
complamed that by the administration of 
the new law the Government propos·e to 
remove the poor worker from the roll m.d 
thereby injurf' him. 

Mr. HYKES: Hear, hear! 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon. 
member would say ''Hear hear!" to any­
thing. He is in.;, blue fu;1k. Last year I 
stated that we would do everything poso;ible 
to see that all persons entitled to a vote 
would haY~ an opportunity of exercising 
the franch1se. I had an intervio-.v ,,·ith 
l\lr. Cole, the principal electoral regislnu, 
,' nd he proceeded to administer the law in 
an equitable and just manner. ·what more 
could be done for the hon. member for 
Mount Mo_rga_n than has been done hy ihe 
1ssue of th1s CJrcular dated 26th March. 1931, 
forwarded to all the State electoral regist1ns 
throughout Queensland. I do not propo e 
to read 1t all, but one paragraph state, : ·-

"Regarding electors who may have 
!eft .the district or division, particular 
mqcnry should be made as to whethce 
such electors ha',, left the division for 
a period of three months or more and 
have clofinitelv coas'ed to reside therein 
a_nd do not p"os.sess a home in the di v/ 
s1on. In connection with persons who 
1nay lJ.e noted as 'left,' a notice is f-Ub­

sequcntly sent to the address of such 
elector on the roll to ensure that the 
name will not be wrongly removed." 

What better could the hon. member havfJ 
than that? I repeat that there should be 
ome responsibility on tho electors. If a. 
~nan goes out in search of work or enb .~ gr!:::­
Jn a seasonal occup :tion outsid;._· his •listricr, 
he should take the precaution of notifying 
the . electoral registrar that he wishes to 
retam tho old elector a le as his home ... nd 
to vote therein. The electoral re~istrar will 
then rccciYe instruction" to retai~ his· nam,e 
on that roll, whether he be a.wav for threa 
months or for :, ix months. \Vhat could be 
fairer than that? 

Mr. PoLLOOK: But what if he h«s no 
home? 

The ATTOR.I\"EY-GEXERAL: I will go 
fur,h"r, and say that, if an elector informs 
the. electoral registrar that he hrs a place of 
l'Csidcnc<', >vhether it is a hotel or boardin~­
hou·e, whinh he desire'. to be rec'lgnised ~s 
Jus permanent address, because it is his wish 
to· remain on the roll un which he is enrolled 
at the pre·ent timr, I will give instructions 
to the principal electoral registrar that such 
dector be retained on the electoral roll. 

Mr. HYNES: Those instructiom have not 
been issued. 

!Ion. N. F. Jlacgroa .. ·ty.J 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not 
intend to repeat myself, because the hon. 
member will not listen to official figures; he 
is evidently suffering from blue funk about 
his retention of his seat. 

I have ofiicial figures in ar;s,ver to the hon. 
member for F!inders, whose argument was 
that becau "" of the tln·ee months' res id ntial 
qualification in " The Elections Acts .\rncnd­
ment Act of 1930," 30,000 people have been 
re-moved from the rolls. It follows as a 
natural consequence that had we retained 
the residential qualificati 1n in the old Act 
of one month these 30,0'0 people would still 
be on the roll and evC>rything y;ould be all 
right. 

Mr. :'YlULLAN: You proYo your own case. 

The ATTOR~EY-GENERAL: Let me 
give accurate figure1. The residential 
CJualification under the Commonwealth Elec­
toral Act is one month as compared with 
three months in the Stat Act. Tho tobl 
eCJrolmcnt uhder the Commonwealth Act for 
the Federal electorate,; in Queensland as at 
the Wth June, 1931, was 486,073. Those 
figur0s are just as accurate and authentic 
as tho5<~ given by the hon. n10rnber for 
Flinders. The total number enro:lccl on the 
State clcrt·•ral rolls at the same date '-'as 
497.806. In snite of this awful three months' 
re si dcntial qualification we have to-clay 
11,733 more people enrolled on the State 
e-lectoral rolls than on the Commonwealth 
rolls' le that not a complet·c answer to the 
argument of the hon. member that. because 
of ~the alteration in the residential qualifica­
tion, the present Government have disfran­
chised 30.000 people? In view of those 
figures, his argument will net stand. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Grcgory) [11.58]: I a :1 
going to ask the Attorney-General a plain 
qne•tion, which can be answered just as 
plainly. If a man makes his headquarters 
at a hotel and is absent from the elPctorato 
for three months, has the Attornny-General 
iswed instructions to the local electoral 
authorities that the name of that ·man shall 
be rctnined on the roll if he desires that 
address to· be kept as his headquarters? 

Tlw ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
l\!Iacgroarty, South Brisbane) [11.59]: I gave 
those instructions to the principal electoral 
registrar last year when the Elections Acts 
Amendment Act was passed. 

Mr. PoLLOOK: Has he acted on them? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I cannot 
say definitely; but I told him to make him· 
self as plain as possible in that regard to 
eyery electoral registrar. The extract from 
the circular which I road means that. 

::\1r. POLLOOK: Oh, no! 

The ATTOR-NEY-GENERAL: I gave a 
similar answer last year. We are taking 
every precaution on behalf Q.{ the elector; 
but there is also some responsibility on him. 
If an elector moves out of an electorate and 
remains away for mQre than three months, 
it is only natural to assume that he will 
enrol in another district; and it is only 
1ntural to. assume further that he should be 
a a+ Jmatically removed from the roll in which 
his ·namo appears originally; but, if he 
declares his place of residence to the elec­
toral officer, his name will be preserved on 
the roll. If a definite instmction has not 

fElon. "Y. li'. 1fiacgroarty. 

been given to such effect, I will eoe that it is 
given. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Hear, hear ! If you do that, 
it will be all right. 

Item (Electoral R-egistration) agreed to. 

At 12 noon, 
Mr. COOPER (Brem< r), one of th2 panel of 

Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

FRJEXDLY SOCIETIES. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F. 
:M:acgroarty, Soutl1 Brisbane) [12.1]: I beg 
to 1110\e-

" That £1,659 be granted for ' Friendly 
Societies.' " 

l\!Ir. ROBERTS (East 1'oowoomba) [12.2]: 
At the outset of mv remarks in connection 
with this matter, ln which I am vitally 
inten•'t<'d, I desire, on behalf of the friendly 
societies of Queensland, to pay a compliment 
to the Attorney-General for haying made 
available the services of Mr. George Porter, 
the registrar of friendly societies, at the 
various conferences which ha.Ye been held 
from time to time. I desire also to compli­
ment l\!Ir. Porter and his deputy, Mr. Daley, 
on the courtesy which they have shown 
when they have met the officials of the 
various friendly societies in Queensland and 
discussed official matters with them. 

It is recognised that the great depression 
of which we have hoard so much in almost 
every debate in this Chamber has had its 
effect on friendly societies throughout the 
Commonwealth. Our figures show that we 
hrrve not received sufficient by way of con­
tributions to pay our expenses. Members' 
contributions totalled £234,527 in 1929 and 
£242,211 in 1930, whilst intcre't from invest· 
ments was £88,831 in 1929 and £89,914 in 
1930. Last year, by way of members' con­
tribut-ions and intcre~t on invcshnents, 
£332,125 was rcceiYed, which was an increase 
of £8,767 compared with the previous year; 
but, as I have said, the amount received 
was not sufficient to meet our commitments. 
It is generally recognised that at the present" 
time there is a tremendous drag so far as 
sick pay is concerned compared with the 
position in past years. When the friendly 
society movement was inaugurated in 
Australia men had perhaps higher ideals so 
far as linking up with the movement was 
concerned. To-day the friendly society 
spirit has sommYhat slackened; and, as a 
re"ult, the movement is more commercialised, 
which probably accounts for our increased 
expenditure. ·whereas in 1929 we paid 
£77,007 in sick pay, in 1930 we had to pay 
£~3,086, whilst funeral and maternity bone­
fits increased from £30,389 in 1929 to £31,997 
in 1930. Payments made for me-dical att-end­
ance and medicines in 1929 totalleJ £98,781; 
in 1930 they had increased to £105.466, or an 
increase of £6,685. If time permits, I hope 
to elaborate on that aspect of the matter. 

\Ye are sometimes criticised for our man­
agement expenditure; but it is noteworthy 
that the management fund is the only fund 
o,vhich shows a surplus. Under that heading 
the expenditure for 1929 and 1930 was £55,306 
and £55,183 respectively. The surplus of all 
funds in 1929 was £61,875, compared wit"h 
£56,393 in 1930, the decrease being accounted 
for by a debit on last year's working of 
£5,482. 

During the year fifteen new branches, 
were opened, but for various reasons five 
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old branchc" were closed, so that the net 
increase in branches WD'1 ten. We com.­
menced the year with 589 awl cJncluded 
with 599. The membership r.t present is 
63,814, consisting of 55,705 males and 8,109 
females, b0ing an increase for the year of 
497. The friendly societies in Queensland 
have nothing to complain of. \Ve ccrt in!y 
arc clme!y watched by the GoYcrnment offi­
cials, but that is only right. \Y o expect 
th«t, and appreciate it. 

\V E· urtainly have our difficulties, and I 
think all tho State-s to some extent have 
had diificultics from the medical side. I 
do not want to say an. thing further to-clay, 
because a Medinl Bill has been forecast 
by the Government, and I am anxiously 
waiting to see what it includes. Last year 
we paid in medical benefits over £60,000; 
but, noh·:ithotancling that. we bave our cliffi­
cultir· lnas111Uch as under tho agrcernent 
with the llritish Medical i\xociation they 
set up the plea that the agreement with 
the sccioties includes \Yhat they term the 
"op 11 panel." That n1eans that every 
medical man who goes into a country dis­
trict has the right to become a lodge doctor. 
That causes consid' rable difficulty. 

\\ e al:'0 have our difficulties in CO!Hl8C­

tion wit.h attendance at hospit ds. I do 
not \Ynnt to abus8 n1>~ pri,dlege, as it is 
just possible that I :1m getting on to the 
fril"T of another department, and for that 
reason I sh"_dl l'L'.;;CrYc mv remarks iD that 
connection; but I do sav 'in co:1ncction \vith 
hospita 1 mat: crs that om: nwdical men sLould 
haw thr r; ht to follow their patients into 
the hospita.k In snmc towns in Queensland 
that right i.~ given in connection with Gov0rn­
ment contrdl!ed hospi1 J.!s. All hospitals 
should be open to all qualified regi:. creel 
rnf''1ic.J 111en in Queensland, particularly in 
conneC~nn \ ith fri2ndl~- soc1ct:_v v;ork. 

Mr. MULLAN (Plinder.e) [12.9]: I regard 
this Yote as of great importanca to tho 
people of Queensland and of Australia. The 
number of members of friencllv societies in 
Australia is over 604.0CO; and. 'if you r ·a!ise 
that four persons are bcm ,fitecl by e'tch nBm­
ber, it means that 2,416,000 people in ._\us­
tralia dir,_ ctly or indirectly benefit from 
fricncllv e;o ietios. In our own State there 
arc 67,t45 members; and. applying the fame 
rnlo. 2U.320 people bo1wfit from these 
sccictios, indirectlv and cliroetlv. The funds 
ia the Co"!.n:rrwrlwealth are~ very large, 
amounting to £12,957,679, while in Queens­
land the funds amount to £1,661,000. The 
rentuc for last c·oar was £332,025, and the 
expenditure £275,732, leaving a surplus of 
£56,293, which is very satisfactory in the'e 
times of deprc',sion; but it is onlv fair to 
say that we had no surplus on the reYenue 
unci expenditure proper if we eliminate the 
amount received by the friendly societies 
fro.a inycst1nenb,. As a n1atter of fact, there 
would haY•' been a deficit of over £33.000 
this year but for the fact that they have 
thrir money ,;-isely invested in GoYernmcnt 
stocb, banks, and other Securities. The 
mane; clcriYcd from investments ~:unounted 
to o,-er £89,000, which shows how lar"'ely 
the societies depend to-dav and muot depend 
in the htture on the return received from 
mone.y -=-~"Cllmul :ted in t11e past. The capi­
tal mcreaced m the last fiye ,-ears by 
£330,593-a very large sum. This accumu­
lation of capital during that period was 
cntirelv clne to interest. As a matter of 
fact during the last quinquc>nnial period, the 

1931--5 B 

contributions ha1·e not been equal to the 
expenditure. 

The interest on invcstmPnh is very irnpor­
tant to friendly societies, and wo s•'e, 
therdore, the importance of the Premiers' 
plan on friendlv societice. The registrc•r 
of friend]-; socidies tells us that the 
a \'Or age i~terest last vear was 5.5 per 
cent. as against 5.6 ·per cent. m the 
mevious year. As a result of the 
-PremicrB' plan, the societ'if's, which, of 
course. have large investrnents iu Govern­
ment stocks. will haye their interest rcJucr-c1 

by 22~ per c·cnt. or 4s. 6cL in the £1; 
c ven ihose ho have n1onov irrn~~ted 
banks - nd in buildings rtnd so on will al'o 
"uffer ycrv con:::iderable rr-ductiDns. Fri,,ndl-.­
sncictics have, therefore, had to make a vc"~­
rons],derable sacrifice is the ro ,ult of tll,' 
legislation passed this year as the ontcon1e 
c f the Premiers' confcrrncf, and it lllU;:,t 

have a verv srrious effect en their future 
operations. · Of course: friendly sociPtics . .as 
advised by the registrar, will have 10 con­
serve their fun{L in arc )rdance with thP 
;dtorecl circumstances, otherwise thcr: will 
be trouble in the future. 

Fortunately, the friendly societic hq,._, 
their monev ·.•;ell invested, rtnd the accunn­
lated funds in Queensland amount to 
£1,661,000. If we take away from that 
an1ount tht' EF)l1Cy invc·,.tcd in propcrt:·, suc~1 
as halls, there is a net amount of O\'e" 

£1,000,000 invested. Taking th~ !lmount of 
interest received last year at 5.5 per cent.. 
according to the registrar's figures_, T drduc­
thcrcfrom that £83,000 \YD." recoiYcd on 
interut. Of course, there will not be a 
drduction of 22b per cent. interc--t on inve<t­
ment~ aH round-that will ccrne off invc::t­
nlent~ in Go,·ornn1ent stocks-still, pre·,nm­
ing the societies have money at fixed rlcposit 
with the banks. there wili also be r-eductions 
of inhrc st there. Speaking generally, the 
return from investments will probably have 
depreciated to the extent of £18JGO through 
re due: ions in interc Jt, 1., hich is a YIJry con­
siderable sum. 

For:nnal dy, the friendly societies are very 
stror• o· The regi ;trars of friendly socictih 
in the past-notably ::\1r. TiendlL -we; e very 
conservative in their c.:;timates regarding 
payments and contributions to sick fund' 
and funeral funds. Mr. Rendlo laid down 
vor/ rigidly the lines which he insisted upon 
the ·. ocidios adhering to, and big; fund, have 
been ;v_curnnlatt>d aR tbo result of his. t::0:-1· 

servat'ive policy. I am glad that hjs succes­
sor is following his example. As a result of 
Mr. Rrndlc'.s policy over a nurnbet of year~. 
the last quinquennial vrtluation showf'rl that 
every society but one in Queonslancl had a 
surplus. if the sick and funeral funds are 
taken together. This shows careful manage­
ment. Perhaps, as the !:on. member for East 
Toowoomba sa ye. the spirit of friend!\ 
societie~ is not so keen as it· used to be in 
the days of old. In this commercial age, 
probably to ~OJ!lC little cx~2dt it has bec~n 
more comnwrcirtlisccl than ever before. 
Nevertheless, there has been careful man· 
agen1ent and n tre1nendous an1ount of fn-,,) 
-en-ice in connection with friendlY societic•. 
and I must con;-ratulate the reg;strar. 1fr. 
Porter, and his able deputy, Mr. Daley, 
upon the Psults which have sn far been 
achieved. I entirely approve of the policv 
of tho re,si.,trar attending conventions of 
friendly societies. thus meeting members of 
the socictie-~ and discussing their problerns 

Mr. ]if11llan.] 
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thmn, as a result of \Yh~ eh he is better 
to undl l;_t 'nd tht' po:-;1tH n whcu r.:~prr­

scutatio." arc mack to him. That poliL · 
\V<t' comrnenced rcginu; as A.ttor~ 
11ey-C('ncraL cor.tinucJ. lt 

plc n. Tr o Attorney-General 
the que tion of allo>ving him 

r ~ co~lYention~ th-Lt are lu:ld in 
(lifl\,n:m~ parts of the Stat'' out~ide of 
Brisbane. 

Thn ATTOTC\EY-GE::\EJ". \.L: fie "ha; alr._ady 
attrn(h'd L onYrntlons outside of Br:· banc. 

~\lr. Ho>ILS: l-Ip \Yrut to Town~·willc. 

Mr. M'GLLA:·;- : That is step in tho 
right direction. The r< gi·trar should be 
permitted to meet tlu _c people. so that he 
m a,- he able to cope . ith tlFi, problems 
and to deal with situations a~ they arise 
fr01n tin1c to tin1o. The fricHdly societies 
are doing- tremendous]~· important \York for 
Qu0cnsland and .:\u~tralia; and it is only 
during a time of strcs and b-ouble. when 
people take full advantage of the benefih 
to be deriYCd, that the worth of the societies 
and their benef-it to the comm~;nity is fully 
apprcciat'rl. 

'I'hc Arr'l10H~EY--GEl\ERAL (J-Ion. ~- H. 
l'dac<:(rc 'rty, South Brisban1) [12.20]: I 
appreciate the grerlt good clone by the 
friendly ~"Jci,_ tif'~ for th,<> State of (~ucens­
land. I also appreciate tLc groat work r Dr­
formecl bY the members of the soc~iPtios in 
thrir n1n.n~agerial capacity. I appreciate~ the 
good work that has been f~one l•_\~ rncrnbcrs 
lik' the hon. member for Ea'"" TomYoomba 
and others interested in this important work. 
I sympa-~,- 1lise with the societi"'s ju the YCr.v 
~c,vero drain on their fina,nc~ duri 1g the 
present deprc<sing period; l nt I ha Ye no 
doubt they will be able to ., rather the 
storm, tl1at their mernbershin will bt' 
i"cnosed, and that the;- \vill be- rrblo to de 
h1rthcr good for the (~orrununit~~. 

Item (Friendly Societies) ag"ccd to. 

f.'!.RLIA:\fE:-;TARY DRAn'S.:\fo\';. 

The ATTORKEY-GESER '.L (Hon. J\i. F. 
1'1acgroarty, South B:"isbanr): I beg 1:o 
lllOYe-

" Th<Jt £820 he g'i ~lltf•·l for ' Parlia+ 
mcntar~y Draftsman.'" 

[tern agreed to. 

SHERIFF AXD S1~f'RE::\1E CO"Fl.J'S. 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GE:'\ERAL (Hon. X. F. 
:\iacgroarty, South JJrisbanr): I beg to 
n1ove-

" That £~'i.221 be for ' Sheriff 
and Suprrlne Courts. '' 

Mr. MuLLA.N (Flindcrs) [12.21]: I should 
like the Attorney-General to state what 
action th< C'overmnent propcse to take to 
fill the v;,cancics of C"own pro ·ccutor in the 
southern diYision and in the northern diYi~ 
SlOll. 

The ATTCRNE"-C:E:\'EHAL (Hon. N. F. 
Macgrourty, South lJr' .. baru) [12.22]: lVIr. 
Ross rcsip-nod hi:-: pusition a-. Crown pros'--'­
cutor, northern division. a' from the L', 
insbnt, an~ Mr. J. P. A. Quinn w.os 
appointed as acting CrCIYll pr('':'Ccutor. 

Mr. McLLAK: ::\'o pcrmancu appointment 
has yet been 1nadr? 

The ATTORKEY-GESERAL: l'\o; Mr. 
Quinn has not been penuanently appoinh d. 

[Jfr. 11fallan. 

IIe + ~J~ o1dt t c;;+-ablished barrister 111 

' ju :\orth Qncu;sland; :-tnd I 
of opinion that a "'h a~ 
'hould be .. i1·cn to a man. :Yh. 
':")uinn ifl a '-vcr,y capable ~nc-
ecssfuli,:;.- conducted ~itti11g ~ the Yariou:::: 
r1n in the Xorth .. If thl! Lt'0\.'11 pros·<:-
cut')r tlw '·'Jntht .·n divi>inn, :Sir. Shet·hy~ 
i:-~ ur:abk· L) L -:pc '"ith the \\'Jlk, then it 
is handleJ ~v thC' office~ s cJ dl'l -Ll'Llif'llt. 

The 1nntter 'i::~ :-iiil l1fl(1cr ' and 
uppointn1cnt 1nay he Inade at 

(Jfunding/;:;rra) [12.23]: An 
arpeared in a lH'1~-spaper to 
iht re \YDs. ronsiderable co:1-

P:t --tion o£ work .in connection 1vith worker~' 
CoHlpensat.ion casC'-i. IIas the Attorney­
Gen':'ral n.ade any inquiries to ascertain 
·.,hcthf'r this con,-estion warrants the 
a ')poiEtmf __ t c:£ an- additional industrial 
rnagistratc? 

Ti1 \TTCl!,'J:CY-(~;':'\ 1 ;'-:_,L rH._.ll, ~- F. 
MaL. ro~·rh·, South JJrisb ·c) [12.2~]: Th' 
mattc·r referred to h> the hon. member for 
?v1unc1ingburra \\as l:eportrd in t ne paper 
only, aud I do not take_ nny noti :e of ~l_,~,tt-
tcrs appcarh1g 1n 1-hat l u·~ 
industrial nlaQ'lstrate is unrlcr ·Jl 
of the SPcrdar ~· for Labour '"'d 
If the hoel. m~mber for i'vlm1 !ingburr · 
rcfcrrin'< to the artic1£' 1vhi_ch I Teld, then 
thNc is nothing calling· for a i'Cl)]y. 

:'h. POLLClCK [12.25]: Th'' 
AttorDci·-C:cnc-,al \VhY £1,12~ 
wL~ ;:,q}prorwiutu-1 under Contingl'lcie~ '~ 
la year for ''..:\llowaucc:; for wu, k pcr­
formc~d jn c )nncrcion vvith the ::tdrnini~tra­
tion of 'The Bc,nkruntc" ~\et'. 192-1-1929.' " 
anrl th~ re is no avvropri _tion for the c-u·­
rr-nt ye lf. Last ye:1r a Bill \3~ pR~sp.J 
a.uthoi~i>ing the Governn~cnt ro th~ ·-
allo' ancl' to the judge-; in th~ of 
additional salar'>'. The 1nonc 1-vas rc~cciYL t1 
fro.:-n th(' Comn1Cnnv( dth GovCrnrnent for tlu=.­
pnrj)O'l' of de~ling with State applications 
'1nd01' ; Tlw Be,nkruptc.-," .r\ct'3, 1S=:-t-192J.'' A;: 
that time e hdd that. if it "ac; fair to 
give thut money to the judge bccau8'0. they 
performed this bankruptcy 1.\'ork, it wonhJ 
he equall: fair to giY~ tlw money rec' iv 
fi·orr1 the ComrrlO"F>'calth fo1· t 1x: tion co!lc,­
t1on purpo~:,s to t.hc taxation official-. 1-laYc 
the Commonv;ealth Govermnem dL'cidcd not 
to a'k for the services of the SLct" judge­
in thes_ l·:Jnkruptrr rnait').r~. or jn:;:t ho 
.--.re lJankruptc:,- matters being attended to'? 

The ATTOR:'\EY-GEl'\ElU.L (Hon. ~- F, 
::\Iacgroarty, South !Jriso'ill{) [12.27]: The 
1nattcr ra i:wd bv the hon. rr1cn1 bcr for 
Gregor:~ WEIS thorOug-hly discn~;".;;pr{ last yea:;:. 
I then explained that thP CoHimomYcalrh 
inspector of bankruptcy waite -l on me and 
a. ked that tho money be paid over to the 
judges. I did so. 

J\fr. PoLLOCK: They di1puto thd. They 
said the:,- paid ~-ou the n1uney, and you 
were to deal with it as you plt~sed. 

The ATTORKEY-GENERAL: Oh no. ;iir. 
D~ly, the Acting Commonwealth Attorne~-­
General, said that he did not care \vhat \Y': 

did "-ith it: but the inspector of lYmkrnptey 
hac] waited on me preYiously. and asked that 
the money be paid OYer to the juclgt ·,. 
addin~ that, if the money ''as not paid oYer 
his GoYernmcnt would cons'ider the ques­
tion of withdrawing- tho paYments. At the 
request of the judges I then had a Bill 
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dr.thcd and pa,ood th1ough tins Cham?er 
ntlidnting tho'O payments. The OppositiOn 
hrotwht up the matt~; 0~1 the Estimates last 
VC' _r a.nd cont0nded tnat we were onl} 
~·I~(:. :~1vourir_._6 to increase the tlarics of the 
judges. I then ;iaid on br:half _of the 
f!overnn-.._ nt thaJ I \vould not receive any 
furthot imount. and that tho Common­
"caltll GoYcrnrnont could pa the allowanc~ 
direct to thC' ;udgc.-5. I arncndrd iho ltct 
authorising thO Comrnonv·calth. Covcrn~Jlent 
to make the payments to the judges dtroct. 

giving tho j udgr, po·.,·er to accept the· 
I said th<-tt the Goyernrnont of 

C'ueensland 1".-ould not take any n1oro rnoney 
f~oom the Cornrnonwea]th Gon)rnrncnt in that 

in • icw of the unv .• trr:tuted attack 
the Opposition. 

I\I r. PoLLOCK: It \vas not tunvarranted. 

The _.\TTOR'\EY-GE:'\ERAL: It v.as. 
The position !101'.· js that ~\ o have not 
received OD'J penn: frmn the Con1n1011"\vealt!l 
since; neither h:t\'C the Commomrcaltn 
Uovernn1cnt ('Inittccl 'n:-' rnone~, to the 
judges, although they have been doing. the 
baJ,kruptcy work np to the present tunc. 
l do not sav that the Com'Ilonwealtl1 
GovL•rnmont dO' not intend to pay for this 
:cC>rvicc; but the fact rcmain3 that fror:1 
J unc, 193D, up . to the. prcs~nt tirnc th0 
Suprcrne Court JUdge-;;; 11. thts State have 
bc·on doinc· the bankrnptc,- worL and haY" 
not recei :cd any payment for it. 

1\lr. I'oLLOCK: So have the offiCNC of the 
Commissioner of Taxes, and the officers of 
the Department of Agriculture. 

The ATTOR:\EY-GE:'>JERAL: That is the 
reason hv the rppropriatiou dO'.'s not 
appear on 'the Estimates for this YL'.ll'. I 
said that ,we -would not receive an:-' further 
n1oncv frmn the Comn10D\Vcnlth Go\'ernmen~ 
on behalf of the judges, and that the Com­
mon\vealth Government could :"end ihP 
L.O!Jr•T' dir,_ct to t.h~· iurl:.-( ; and t11C',,- haH~ 
recei-. ed no communication from the Com­
mm.wealth sinc2. The State Go·, crnment 
will not have any dealings with the money 
t-·. cau_o of the un~,varranted attack made 
upon them by the Opposition in carrying 
out the wi hcs of tho Commonwealbt 
:wthoritics. 

The ATTOR?\EYGENER.\L: It was very 
r11uch UlliYarr,. nted. 

Item 1Shcriff and Suprc1ne Courts) 
c ~ reel to. 

'riTLF') OT<'FICES. 

The ATTOll~EY-GE'!\'ERAL (HotJ. :\'.F. 
~ '"ogroarty, South !Jri·:bmce) [12.30]: I beg 
to mov8-

" 'That £15.331 be granted for 'Titles 
Offin ·,. 

H·Jn. member·> >"ill be sorry to hear that 
tha·,. has been a co·1siclerable falling off in 
the work of th1s odkr-) as th~ foHo·wing 
<·OL:pa.ratiY'--~ figures \Vill show:-

Rc""·ennc 
RccriYt J. 

~mnbcr of 
Dnl nnents 

Hnwllet:. 
-------------£---:-------
1928-20 6/,foC ( 115,671 
1929-30 b3,5BO 109,2M 
1030-31 48,570 81,543 

't 
-~-------

The depressing times through which we 
arc pas ing have had their reflex on the 
business of this office. 

~.:r. }Lci-IEll !llo. ',, oorl) [12.32]: I should 
like to a~rcrtain fro~n th·· Attor!JC-y-Gcncral 

of deYJllh' ~·r;-i•;trars 
tucl-To\.-:nsv1!lo arc 

j ustiflod. ,\ tto: tlCv-GeJwr.· l ha'' pointed 
,_.ut a rJn"-idcrablo f;-lling nff in th· LlOHnt 

of -work tbrough ,\c r_ritk Officce, 
;,nd cxpcndihn·e iw:olved 

offic-"'s in Ho"k­
It would be 

KDO\\' '\Y]Wihc:;,_• [L fiU1"\'C= Of 

the ::unount of \rork .,.~·hich pa lhrcuzh 
those offices .ir:'·tifiP~ the cost i:lYOlYcd. 

:\Ir. K 8:\ ,,y (C'ooh l [12.33]: l regre' to 
hear such a st.atcn1cnt Iror:1 the hon. n1crnber 
for Rv .. c·,·ood. Th' policy of any Gm 'rtl­
Llcnt should \~0 in the djrcction o£ oYer­
coming the crntrnliRation which exists to-day. 
rrho Titles Oe .·c at TownsviJlc hns bc·:n 
fnlly justified and I strP'S the noccs~ity ·for 
c~tabllshing an office at Cairns, in order 
t lnt the people connocte.! with the 'ugar, 
dairy, and pa -ioral iJY1v.;trieJ in the di ·­
tricts north of 'fownsvil!o mav be :tHed 
considerable and defav in the 
matter of of docnmcn'"ts. \Vhere 
documents ·Ve t;o ~o ~c\nf, L1 Bri;:;bano it 
means that lt,5al expc:nses are increased, in 
addition to ,. hi eh co'·sidcrablc delo. v tak< ,, 
pl -:Lee. I nr·~fl the .Attorncv-Gc "~rr l to 
rr ,~~id er t 1 c question of providing a Titles 
Offic., in c cirns fOJ• the cow :I!ii'llC" of the 
Nm·tbern t.Poplc. 

.'.t 1<:.35 p.m., 
']_'he C_LU.IIL\IA~ rC'<snmed the eh air. 

:\lr. Dl::\L0P Wockhc npl' !) [12.35]' I do 
not ir.tend to wa.ete too much political 

on i' ·' hon. member for J:<.,sewnod 
; bnT-, if the Att 1 ;s 

to consi(1cr the clnsing- tht) Tith:~ 
(lf-fic 'S at R.oc\hamptc._l w:_l_l ri\r.~·lisviJlc, h0 
1Yi1l bring do""nl on Lis :lc':JrJ a bit£ger 
horn':'t's nc~t tha,n he has eyor had to face. 

),fr. t~.,'UfER. I--fow rr1uCh busine,;:,s 1 done 
at Euckhampton? 

7 .. ' r. D'C::'\LOP : We know that there are 
n1e·l of outstanding ability cloi~1g the "'.vork 
at Rockhampton; and \YC kno further tbat, 
in onl':-r to a~ oid ~ :l'C'1Ln'1ocutio·. it is 
JlPCC'~ .J,rv to h:l''C de( ~'ntralisation ·in d1i-; 
rnntter. ~ Ind0cd, it '" onld be in the int.: r-'st 
of cconon1v if derentr::disation IYcre c 
to other 'activities. I fully endorse >Yhat 
the hou. mnnhe1· for Cook has statc'l about 
the :'\orth. -~\7o wa:L further dE:-ccntraJi>Sa­
tion. and the soone1' "O get aWJ.y fron1 t~w 
octo pP, of Brishane the better it will be 
for all concerned; and then we shall show 
Roscwood and snch clcctoratc-s that in ihc 
:.Jorth we hav0 n1cn of nbilitv, ar::d 1 ·when 
tho OC'8asion to fight fOr our rjght-
wc shaH make nu about it. 

::\Ir. ~IH}LL4:\ (Tiind· r ) [12.3q]: The 
fL·ures' given l the ~\ttornf'TT~Genf'··nl ~'"l to 
the busi;Jcse. tr:i ·ctions of the Titles Ufiice 
during i:~lc la -t fe-.v yt '~t:c; are YC'l'Y inLrc -~ 
ing, and the, nrc nic·rdy a r .dlt~x of the 
delJl'CN;ion outside. The , oE adnlini:..:tc>l'­
ir.0 the Titles fHUcc L-.f't year was £19.?3.-'. 
a.nd thj~· _yc,JT the Uo,·ernrnr-nt s~.r, 
reqHlrc on1y £15,331. In of1._ r \\'Ords, 
Con•rnn1ent Pxpect the registra.r of tiUe."' 
to run h13 officp this rt :tr for £3.90'7 1~ 
than the officn cost last year. 

:\fr. MC'LLAX 
ll 2:-:;: and r_:.~.-ery 

Of cvur."(~ it ougl1L to bt~ 
i~ less; but this is ,.n 

Mr. Mullan.] 
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extraordinary redl..lCtion. Surely for the year 
ended 30th June next it is not expected 
that there js going to he a reduction of 25 
per cent. in the businr,·s of that oJ!lce, 
bccaus<. unless there is a 1eduction of 25 per 
cent.. it v ill r., nttPrl~· impossible to tun 
the o;;,, , on £15.331 unlc·"; there is ;ome 
reusu•t for it that· thA • .'., ttorney-General has 
not disclosed. He cttrmot possibly run it on 
that anwunt unlcs·s he is gol11g to disy_-ense 
with n large nur-'-'-bcr of the staff. The 
expQ~_ ,c;-; tll'C- rnostly lnFtdc up of salari2s, anJ. 
he rnu3t have the staff there t•) Jo the 
work Evon if he reduced tho naff by 
half a dozen, I cannot understand how they 
co,n . :o the work on £3,907 less dtan last 
vc~' expenditure. and I should like some 
information on the matter. 

:!\Ir. 1\IAHER (l!ose!l'onrl) [12.41]: I think 
·,nl (_~ntitled to s'eek inforrnation wjthout 

wrongfnl infe1·< ~{C.) being taken by the 
hon. members for Cook and Rockhampton. 
l ciTd not cond01<lll -che Titles Offices in 
Rockh and TOY'i1SYille, I merely 

-,~,"C \i\·er2 getting valuo for 
:rnow2y. I was p:roniptcd to ask that 

onc~tion hcc.tn·~.e I reali~e th 1t in Central 
Und :;orthern Queensland there are \-g;;;t 

areas of leasehold countrv in connection '.vii h 
which the tn1.mfers do · pass through the 
Re.[ Property Office. tho amount of 
frevhol..j tr .ll~acti-)~js \Yould not bo -~el v 
great. I would like the Attorney-Generai, 
1! he has ;:,ny inform, tion on the yoint. to 
g-',-o s0'1l0. indiwt:on to the c-m1mittec. 

Mr. BOW (Jfitchcl/) [12.43]: The natural 
infcrf'ncc dra ·n from the ·remarks of the 
ho-n. ffiQ!nlwr for Ro'3cwood \Yas that he co;~­
sidered that t'>e Rockhampton and Towns­
vil1o office~ \Y0l'C not \Yorth keeping open, 
and that all the wcrk could be done through 
Brisbaue. 

Mr. ::11AHER: I did not say that at all. 

:Vir. BO\Y : \Ydl. ho allowed hon. membeq 
to infe th0t frn:n h1s ren~arks. 

~.:l'. ~\.~AHER: !\~r. I{ obC'rts. I riso to a poi, t 
cf orc1 'r. Is the hon. n1cn1her for :;\'Iitchcll· 
jn Ol'cL:-r in i 11.Jting ~::nnethin;s to me which 
I :r~eith :r said nor ~ugg-t ,ted? 

~.1r. rO\V: I 3aid that \Y~s the inference'. 

Thn CIIAIIs:\Ll,::'\: Tl:e hon. member for 
., l js not in order, and his rcn1arks are 

H!1justifiod. 

Mr. BO\Y: I a r 'PC +h_, u:"tHanee of the 
hon. mPn1bcr for R(, '\, ood. The bon. lll( m­
her said that then' ic a lot of leasehold land 
and not much freehold land in Contra! and 
:'i'erthcrn Qrwcnslalld. ThJt show+ that he 
kno\vs very liLfC' about Queensland. 

~Ir. 1\IAHET:: I wa: a-;king for information 
from tho Attorney-General. 

Mr. BOW: Tile hon. member ought to 
ha.-e that information at his di,.posal instead 
of l:intalising tho :'llinister. The hon. mem­
ber should know that the "hole of the \York 
in the Ce!lt 1'i: l rend l\orthern parts of the 
HtaL: is done through the Ita kha1111non and 
Townwille offices. If those office·: were 
closL rl tho consequence \Youlcl be that people 
up th~rc \Von1d he t\yo :tnonths in getting a 
revly frorn Brisbane, \Yhereas ~hey can DO"\'•; 
~et a. r··ply a couple of days 1n most ca··es. 
I was rl to hr 'r an hon. nwmbcr 
with t::e ~npposed nbilit:v of tho hon. Incm­
ber for Rosowood running away with the 
idea that fhc Not·t1lf~rn and Central work 
should be done throu;;h the' Brisbane off1ce. 

[~!r. Mullan, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. K. F. 
r,Iaegroarty, South Brisbane) [12.45]': So br 
a"" I an1 concerned, there is no danger of a,n:· 
iYltorferNlCC ; nor do I want to infer that the 
ofli. es at Rockharnpton and rrownsvilk v:ill 
1: c abolieh<'cl. 

J\Jr. O'Kr::EFE: \V bat about having ou ·: Ill 

Cairns'! 
T!F' ATTOR"-~EY-GE:\"ERAL: They an' 

both Yery nocc.osary, but I would say that 
thcr0 is no nece~sitv for one in Ca1rns at 
pre:"cnt. South, Central, and NorthH·n 
(:ueensland each cotnpriso big areas rendt'r­
ing it necessary to have an office in et..eh 
e"ntre. I shall bo guided in thi3 matter by 
2Jr. Bradfield, the registr:Lr of titles, who 
l1 ·ts had great experience, nnd has done good 
s n-ice in the department for many year· 
1 J ·~~ 1nalu ', periodical inspections of th , 
cfhcc , and he is bost qualified to judge '" 
to y,,hether or not any additional offic '' 
ncoessary. I think that, if I asked him, he 
would say that there wa' no neccssit:.- at thl' 
nlOm.f nt for an office in C.tinb; but I sup­
ro<• Calr~s will get con'".idcration in due 
( )rr ---

Th~ hon_ member for Rosowood desired to 
:-· -sccvta.in w hethcr \Ve rtre getting v:1lue for 
the Rockhampton and Townsville offices, and 
whether it is neccssarv that those offic0-1 
5hould remain open. ·If either of those 
ofiices were abolished. it would meat' tre· 
mcndou~ expense and rnuch inconvenience 
to people dcalinF with property in the Cen­
tral and Northern districts. Thero is no 
likelihoorl of either office being abolished. 
There are twelve officers less in the depart­
ment this ye'<r than last year. and other 
cffir ''l'S haYC been seconded to other depart­
ments. following the falling-off in the .-olum!' 
of work. If the position improves, no doubt 
these men will be returned to this depart· 
ment. 

There is a savin!5' of £~,290 in " Salarie~ " 
and an anticipated saving of £635 in " Con· 
tingcncics." The offices are being \vorked ~ 
economically; and savings have been made, 
and will continue to bo made as circum­
sbnces warrant. There h,.,s been a. reduc­
tion in the itmn " Tcn1porary A.ssistance," 
which lost year amounted to £439, who:e-1s 
only £192 is required this year. A sa,-ing 
has boon effected in ~,u\~1 itcn1s as " SuR­
tenance and RelieYing Alloivance," "Over­
tin1e.'' etc. 

The hLvinqs in "Salaries" Dnd "Con­
tingencies " justify the decrease in the vote. 
It ma:y be difficult for this department-in 
fact for all Government departments-to keep 
within their rHpective .-otcs; but the .-otcs 
have been placed at a minimum, following 
instructions to that effect. There has been a 
decrca,,c in the Towns.-ille staff of three 
officers, who have been placed in other depart· 
ments, and there hoe been a reduction of one 
in the Rockhampton office. 

Mr. MA HER: That l0nds colour to m.v 
remarks. 

Hem (Titles Offices) agreed to. 

DEPART>rEXT o;c MrxEo). 
CHU:F OFFICE. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Chi!la;;oe) [12.51]: I beg to 
r(ove-

" That £13,471 be granted for "Dcpa,rt­
ment of Mines--Chief Office.' " 

The amount appropriated this year is £1,170 
less than the amount appropriated last year. 
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He rnay be Scotti~h, he 
er~gincer-

"1Forld Serrrch Romance. 
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" Urge to Prospect. 

believe that not more gold is 
more paper. 

l3 £2,277,000,000-

v,rork. 

"'PU:tTICLLARfi OF TEE COXCESSIOXS. 

''And 
mlning 

It goes on to say-

by rc~tricted 

So date. They used the figures of forty 
yeJTs ago--

goes on to say--
" Up to the end of 1928 the officia; 

returns \vera-
£ 

£148,583,143' 
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eay :-

Supply. 1927 

And then 

ore 
; but 

never sank 
10 feet a week \Yhile spending 
their assets on m.achinery, the 

erected. 
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to say, to son1e extent 
the export of coal from Bowcn. 

the 

[ASSEMBLY.] 

l' 2. W-:,hat \VaS the price p~;::l~ ton paid'?" 
The answers \?\~cre-

"1. 56,796 tons 

Supply. 

a great deal to 

meant 

1s a 
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~Mr. 
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The Minister replied-

. M~lllan. 

[ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

The SECBE1'c'lRY FOR J\1E\'"EE: 'rhey did 
him. 

Mr. MULLAN.: I am informed they did 
DOt . 
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TlJs SECRET,\RY FOR lV[L'-:rs: I noL 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\tEES: There was no 
necessity. 
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I will i'CCCpt 
that responsibility. · 

rrozER: VVhat are th0 captains or 
bosses doing? 

. Stopford. 

over-

I\1l:;ing 
the fact \vhen 

check inspector discovered something 
which was caused through the fault of the 
men or of the managen1ent, in cases 
out of ten the company was ready to 



Supp/1;. [ll NOVElHBER.] Suppl'!· 1033 

givo effect to the check inspector's recom~ 
mendatioll. On the other band, if we have 
to wait until the arrival of tho Rockhamp­
ton inspector. who may be at J'viany Peaks 
or some of the other places in the vast dis­
trict \'.hi h he has to supervise, it n1ay be 
impo~ ~ible to pr~vent a disaster occurring, 
I trust the :'.Iinister will reopen the matter. 

At all times the Government have claimed 
that they believe in round-table conferences. 
I haYe a letter in Jny~ possct>Gion in relation 
to the Stvx coal mine. I had intended to 
addrPes ,:· question to the Minister on the 
matter; but perh1po the hon. gentleman 
maj be able to give me the information at 
this stage. The hon. gentleman knows that 
u.nder the coal n1ini:1g industrial lavv'S of 
the Stt~te a board, pre ,,jdect over by an 
independer:t cllairrnan, adjusts the rate6 of 
[Jay for all claeses of work in the indudry. 
In the letter which I haYe received frorn 
the St;;·x No. 3 Branch of the Queensland 
Colliery Employees' Union, these statements 
appear-

":' :attcrs industrially are in a state 
of unrest here at Styx, owing to the 
Mines Department not honouring award 
rates, so far as nutchino-cut coa.l i~ ~on­
corned. The rate for that cla•,, of coal 
was ilxcd by the Board of Trade and 
.Arbjt.rat.iDu per me-diun1 of the latn 
Mr. I\. J. Dunstan at 5s. per ton. Of 
course, since then this rate has been 
subjected to a 10 per cent. reduction. 
The Mines Department, on the intro­
duction of the Arc-Vv all machine, ha.s 
notified this branch that they will only 
pay 3s. 7d. per ton, de•ipite the prcc.ent 
rate of 4 •. 6d. as set down in the award. 
This branch has made overtures to 
them, with a view to the av.-ard being 
observed, but without avail. A hold-up 
oYer the business a ppcars inevi ta.ble. 
Branch committee would deem it a 
favour should you ask the l\1inister for 
.Mines. "11r. Atherton, on the floor of 
the House, the following questions in 
cDnection with the foregoing :-

' Is it a fact that the l\Linister fm· 
J\Iinc·•. or his advisers, are attempt­
ing to flout the ),_rbitration Court 
a ward at St.vx No. 3 Mine re machine­
cut cod. insofar as a rate of 3s. 7d. 
1 ·r ton is demanded while they at the 
~;.une tirne .a.te fully cognisant of the 
fact that the awd,·d rate governing 
that claes of coal is 4:~. 6d. per ton 
(Dumtan award); and, further, what 
is the d"oartn1ent's reason for not 
hlCving any alteration in the rate for 
f-aid t j-~1 a rnaitC'r for t\r~'Ulll('.ll b­
both parties concerned, at Coal Board, 
with the finding bv the independent 
chairman to be binding and honoured 
by the parties concerned?' " 

It is idle for hon. members opposite to say 
on the hustings that they b, lieve in indus­
t,-ial disputes being settled at a round-table 
conference presided over bY an independent 
chairman ,,-hen the Government decline 
to meet their employees in this instance. 
Here is an opportunity to avert a strike or 
hold-up in one of the Government coal 
mines. The Clnestion appears to be a rea­
sonable one. a.nd I hope the Secretary for 
Mines will have an opportunity, before the 
vote goes through, of conferring with ,,,·ha­
ever is responsible in his denartment for 
this position, and that he wiil be able to 
.announn that the policy of the Govern-

ment is to meet their employees in con­
ference, and that the decision will be 
adhered to. and also that the request of 
the six miners will be agreed to. 

Mr. FOLEY (Leichhardt) [3.7]: I agree 
with the remarks of the hon. member for 
~;Iount 1\!Iorgan particularly in regard to the 
attitude adopted by the Mines Department 
respecting the imposition of what t.he depart­
ment considers a fair remuneration for coal 
won by means of machines. No doubt the 
position at the Styx is bordering on a posi­
tion similar to that which occurred at the 
Bowen co,!mines a little while ago. In that 
case, if a proper round-table conference had 
been nrranged with the union offici.tls, guided 
by the advice of their representatives at the 
mine vy·ho knew the conditions, Inuch of the 
it·ouble at Bov.en could haYe been obviatPd. 
Similar tactics are being adopted in this 
case. Apparently the Minister, on the advice 
c-f his officers. is endeavouring to reduce 
t!1e ri1nning co.:ts of tho mine. Acting on 
1- 1w advice that this coal can be ,,~on at a 
certain rate per ton, without reference to 
any tribunal, the department issued an ulti­
matum to the miners that ,uch and such a 
rate would prt·vail when the machines y;ere 
[JUt into operation, and left it at th. t. The 
l'f'..iult \Vas that a dispute arose in1n1e(liately. 
which means a good deal of troe1ble lrn· the 
men before they got a fair do al. If the 
Minister has boon used to the: J method, m 
the North, he will find, after a little experi­
ence, that they will not work in the po:oiticn 
he is now holding as Secretary for Mines, 
particularly in regard to that class of work. 

I~ike other hon. members "ho have spoken. 
I regret the lack of facilities offered by the 
presenb Administration for the rehabilita­
tion vf the mining industry in this State. 
During previous se' sions we had a gesture 
from the Minister by way of concessions to 
certain individuals-really a gesture to the 
public that something was going to be done 
to open up certain mines that had been closed. 
vvhen, really, all that was done was to grant 
a franc hi se to certain individuCLls in the 
hope th lt they would be able to exploit the 
monevcd interest3 oYcrsev~ for thoir O"\\'ll 
benefit, and not for the benefrt of the mining 
industry. To date, nothing has co1ne of 
any of these propositions. ::\1 o effort has 
been made by the Minister to have a com­
prehensive survey of the podsibilities of 
putting the mining industry on a better 
footing. 

I want particularly to refer to the coal­
mining industry and the possibilitim that 
oxi't for building up that industry. The 
high cost of producing coal as a rrsult of 
the use of obsolete methods in the indmtry 
was referred to laot night by speakers at the 
dinner given by the Chamber of Commerce. 
It was stated that the price was increasing 
in Queensland, whereas in other countries the 
price of coal has been decreasing, not so 
1nuch as the result of a reduction of \vages, 
but because of the applicatio'l to the indu;­
try of systematic and scientific methods. I 
refer particularly to South _Hrica, and other 
countries w,hich have been forced, as the 
result of competition, to adopt those methods. 
These is a po.'Bibility in Queensland of build­
ing up our coal export trade to a grcatvr 
extent that exists to-day. 

The Labour Govern1nent altrmp'._J to a:_ist 
the dev-elopment in the Central di--trict of 
the huge coal c!eposit .at Blair .Athol. The 
Labour GovernmPnt gave the companies a 

Mr. FuleJ;.] 
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flat rat:"' COI1CC:3:3ion of id. pc:: ton per rnile 
nE the haulage of the coal to tho 
It was cstinr~tocl bv the D\vner::- of 
collieric that \Yith" that conccoion, they 
had a fair chan,___c of l_ uilding up an ex­
port tr"LdA. As time went on, -.·-e had to 
as ist the compc._nies b~ the ert-ction of 
cranes at tbe YLricus poL:.-=.1 ,tnd in one 
instant-~ the then Go~-ennncnt took step.; 
t0 rlrrdgc a harl!onr :n thr: Hockharnptm1 
district, which is now obsolete. A little coal 
,, centnalh· went to the port of Ulaclstone; 
but the trade died off. and there the matter 
:-::tands. :\o atb-:ol,lpt hUs bc'fll ll1[cdc to iollov: 
the matter up-I do not kno·•· whether the 
l\~ini3t,__r h:-ts rcc~_iv( d any suggestions frou 
l1is offic· rs in this· respect. 

\V E:.~ ha vo enor1nous supplies of coal of good 
quality and of various grades in Queensland, 
but nothing is being done to EJ~;sist tho indus­
try. If the industry \\a·- encouraged and 
e.ssisterl, many thousands of winers could Le 
cmplo:·Prl. It i, shtod tlJ':t for <1very miner 
employed three men are found \>mployment 
in allied industric'. 

Mnnv people believe that the reason for 
the , s of th,, 8 )Uth Ahit.ctn coal indu 

,they mainly employ Indian 
and IZ~tfHr labour at n low rntC' oi 

1'\'rnuncration. Figure;:;· "·hich I have htl\:c'n 
from the South African '· Y e>Lr :3ook " shor 
t 1wt .. 'vhilc -~,-e in Quecnc,land forn1e::~l-· pro­
ducc'd at thf Ptme rat os Sonth AfriCa,,- \vt: 
have gradu 'l!y slipped bnck in this rc[\·ard, 
In 191~, for ir, tance, aecordinr: to the i:)outll 
African " Ycnr Book," th_• pri-ee per lOG 
lh. of coal in South Africa was ls. 5,90tL 
as again~;t ls. :,.52d. ju \nRtralia. In 19(<) 
l'!e price per 100 lb. in South .Africa "''" 
1~. 7.22d., a, comparec~ v, ith 23. ll.7d. i~1 
Australia. 

. "\notloer point I want to cmpha -ise is '"hat 
rs bcln,,v r1one b'· the South Africu1 Govorn­
L~en~ to put thP industrv on a Grn1 La-,i:-:; 
so a c.; to tap tL • naturaf coal re Jurcos of 
th~ {'Ountry ~tnd the competition of the 

of the _._.'\ coal corn~nis·jon n 8S 
aprwint' d i~ So"th ..c=:drica i11 IC~l to report 
on the Yanous n1casur('s' required for th, 
devclor~1ncn~, of the industry~naineh~ thz' 
quectlo1.1 of grading coal for r"'":port a'n'd fnr 
bunkermg purposes, the equitable distribn­
tion o~ the coal amongst the participoJing 
colltenr:s, and the ch:,couragcment of thP 
'"{port of lo-"·-grade coal. Follo" in IT on the 
~·eport of that commi- c.; ion, an _._t\ct w:s pa.'"sccl 
m 1922. which pro>·idcd that all coal ex­
ported from South Africa should be graded, 
that ccrtiGcatcs s·h~uld be gi'. r n with regard 
to the grade supplied to exporters and also 
dealing with other conditions outli;,f'd in the• 
report of the conuni" ,Jon. 

·" wonderful trade has been built up over 
a penod of yc.ars. The following figures give 
one phase of the development of the co'll 
indw·try in South Africa:-

Coal rxported 
South Africa 

Coal bunkered 

frmn I 

i 

1 a~o. 192D. 

Tons. 
1,093 842 

1,4":3,000 

Tons. 
1,';35,949 

1,78:1,554 

The mi11ing intcrc ~ts there ha vc systemati­
cally pooled the whole of the coal resources 
oi the country, and they have been brought 
nnder the supcnision of the Coal Yiining Act 

[ilfr. Polcy. 

pus> •d in 1922. That h~gislat ion provides for 
:1 ddi11itc ~ystc1n of plallncd cconon1y in jt..; 
a 11plic.ttion to coal production. fm the grad­
ing of coal, a~~u for the: issue of Cl:rti.ficates 
relating to cx_lJort coal. It nH,,_'..ns that, when 
a certi:-icato of quality is issued, purchasing 
nation:~ in the other partc~ of the' worlcl can 
rely upon the quality of the CO'· 1 con-ignecl. 

The South Afric:1n Go\ enunent have also 
end ea yourcJ to cnconragc tht~ development 
nf the co11l industry by a rebate 
rnore g,_ncl'ous than c ,~n found in any 
other part of the world. c\ short whilt age 
the rebate ar:1ount d to 2s. per ton oa coal 
exported from South .Hrica-a consicLrable 
conceqsion to th<_ coalmi·1ing inter,- sts of that 
country. They have doYelopC>d alld rnain­
t tined this trade in face of the pro' ailing 
depression throughout the world. 

I haYe been carofullv considNing the con· 
tents of a book entitled " The Coal Inc!P'tr0 
of th2 'World," compiled by the 'L~nit,,rl States 
DepartrLent of Con1n1erce, TI:::rt ~·,iJ of Foreign 
and Do1nestic Coinrrterct1 • That book d0als 
with the coal recources of the world, lend the 
development and decline in the pro\.lH:tion 
and fY':port of coal in thP Yarious countries 
of the world OYGr n nun1bcr of Years. Tho 
rleYclopment of scientific methods and th.­
utili2ation of other fu0l re~.ourc'-s has re_ulted 
in a diminntion in the consumption of coal. 
Countries \'7 hich in the pr st irnported In rgo 
quantities of coal have now developed their 

by the e,tahlishmont of huge h:;-dro-
schcn1e':•, and arc providing electric 

••nergy for the exploitation and cleyelopment 
of their own indJFtries, In the face of these 
llC\Y ·-nd in1port• nt clcYcloplnr·r~t~. which must 
haye a ;<nrio'1:,_:; influP"'l"E' upon the coal 
m rkci,; of the world, tlH•nc , a1·e shll huge 
n1arkc~-~ to be exploited, ::-on1o in close 
nro:o.:imitv to Australia. I refer to the 
in :nkcts ~of Java, Singapore. Japan. and 
China. Thcv ar~, vcrv irnportant and 'erv 
attractiyc n;arkets. 'r ,,dmit thnt ,)apan 
prod1H s coal \\·ithin her O'c,Tn country, and 
L'\·cn ~--,cports coal: but she also imports con­
cirl., able auantiti.~s of a tvne of coal which 
cannot be pruduced within 'lier own borders. 

.'. little more could be do :e by the Govcm· 
P.:l('nt to giYo the conhnin1ng indu:;;try r;n 
opportu:-1ity to exploit thcst• rnarket. In 
discn,sing this question with the Biair Athnl 
iLtere<t, a little while ago. I di>COYercd that. 
nobYith;tanding the cnorn1ous seam of coal 
then• which c:!n be minc'cl at a r''nsiderah1c 
rc.-ln{ :-·on in cost ,,, cornpared "'' it.h other 
mines, and noh:ithstanding its distance from 
the rOJ·t of Glad- ione. >Yhic·h i>< tf><' b, t port 
for the c•Jnlpany to ship cot~l fron1

1 
they- arc 

still <tbont 2-. per ton shy of the pi·icc which 
v.oulrl enable trrm to becom" c-:-d1Ji,hrd 
0:1 tlw ,Jaya market. Tf it is po,,iblP f(w 
a country like South .\hira to make it 11rofit· 
able to giYe a reb:,tc of Ss. per ton on every 
t'Hl of Coal 0XpOl'tC rl, and also [I Tl'batc Oil 

oal nsed for bunkering purpo:;;c:• we- could 
our concc"siolJS ... o the 1ndustrv a 

little in o: .lrr to plncc it on :1 cc":lpctj'i-iye 
L ,_, .. js with the South African industr-v. If 
that 'vcre -done, it \Vould no doll,bt ,,·ppear 
to be a direct bnrdcn on tho taxr'·'Y"'s; 
but fen· every n1incr e1nplo: ·cl there are 
indin"tly thL·L other men employed in allied 
i nclustrl~''' which are nccL ~ 3ar:T to keep tbe 
indu . .;;t1':' ~oing. The COlllLinPd actiYit: s of 
the coa1n1ining industry and itR allied induf­
trie1 -,:~ould rnorc than. n1_ake up any dE:ficjcncy 
rc·sctltH,-; frorn rail conces:;ior~ g1·anted by 
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1 GoYc'nllHCnt. Tl1c: 111 tL·1· is wol'ih con-
;;:1d· The Go\-C'l'llLlent should not arriyo 
at e, haphazard decis:on, but hould demand 
frc tn tlw industry a reorganisa-
tion, undcl' \Yhl.:~l ~) s:y +- rn could 
be adopted. \V c < ·cm et untinuo to how 
coal under unccor 11ic cnnditions and expect 
to cornpctc in tht: , xport trade. If conces­
sions aro given to the industry, smne rnore 
h]ghJy s.:ientific . stcn1 of coal proc~uct1on 
ehould be; oxprrtcd from the collieric'. 

='vir. CosTELLO: Your Go.-ernmc1t did 
nothing h1 thJ.t d:rcetion. 

:\h. FOLEY: \V e attempted to mp t the 
conditions of our tirne. The rate on coal 
railed frcm Blair Athol was reduced to ±cl. 
r "r ton per mile to the nearest port; but 
still the compan:, could not compete in the 
r·xpo<" tr~"t_'. Eye:_ n1inc~ situateU nc'lrer 
to the ports could not cCJmpete in the export 
tracie bt ~~au of their high proJuction costs. 
I would rcconnnQncl the J\Iinister to pay a 
.-isit t"o Blair ~Hhol before he rotirh from 
offic:c in order to studY the conditio11S th0re" 
I-Ie will ihon see the m;ormous searn coal that 
is there to b,? worked. Under scientific 
nJC~thods of rnini ng thjs eo a l can bo placed 
en the trnclo at 3:;. ne~' ton; but that result 
f':tJLlOt 1 ~1chievcll lHuJer existing rncthods. 
Ir i only f-l0'J;3ible ur~·der the strip-n1ining 
methods pm ued in the ·cnited States. At 
Blair .\thol thoro is n. se~m of 65 feet of 
clcm coal v. ith an aYerage depth of 60 feet, 
where·~-'' in the United State'' 30 feet of over­
burden must be ctripped before a seam of 
coal 28 ami 33 inche l in thiclmc',s c ,lll be 

01·k:.d. \Vo have at Blair Athol a deposit 
o~ bOOJ cL _ _i..:L cord unnquallcd for ,te,;_rEii:g 
purpmes lying dormant without anv effol~t 
bcinr.; 1nade tO exploit it. The same ~Lm1.rks 
appl~ to other collie, ies nearer the c·_Jast 
than Blair Athol. I am not pushin" a barrow 
fc,r th .t particula1· mine; but m~ remarks 
apply to all Queencland. Much good could 
br_, dmH1 if nn in\·co·tig .. tion t"lt:ro rnade into 
dH: posiiio~1 b.; con1potcnt rnen. 

As a re 3Ult of the world-vridf ''-, T r<-· ~sjon 
·we find that' certain c·)untric·· ~n~ ;e;:;. 1rting: 
to the old-time methods of barterir g com­
mooiti0s of which they pos -ess a surplus. 
;· Dr in·'··~ nr , just rcco11tly C<tnada t:nati---- rt 

big bad er in den l "·ith one cf the South 
Amcr1. ~u1 ccunt.ric:-~, as a n'sn1t of \Yhich she 
i~ 'lpplying ···h0o.t in return for the equiva­
lent ~n cof1'r·~ bean:·. ~Jurh conlcl be· done 

in ye' tigating the ;lossibilitics of working 
sin1ilar linL·,- :--o f<lr a· the Eastern 

Hl'2 concerned, where there is a 
demand for coal. Coal could be and 
\re could r0ceiv~ in 1 {'turn 
\\"hich are not p:ocluccd in Awtrulia. 

I cmnmcnd n1~. sugge~~-~on ~rith rrgard to 
the roorg~t.:nisation of the coal-1nining indus­
try in connection with bui!rling up the export 
trnde, together -,Yith n1y suggestion as to 
the pos,,ibilities of bartering; Gnd I truct 
that thG JI,Jini,tor will rlo somet.hing along 
ther'•J line', before he rcli1 qni.shes office. 

Mr. TOZER (Gymz;ic) [3.31]: I consider 
rnining is one of the most intportant aciivi­
ties of the Go,ernmenL "ncl one which will 
nHiinatci:~ 1-.8 the means of helping not on1v 
f)ueenslan but also Anstralia out of the 
Jll'f'SCnc financial difficulties. If lF· am­
chance large quantitic; of pa:rable golcl were 
cL :overed, it "ould pro.-ide the quickest 
pc> .. iblc return. 

~dr. For.EY: You haYc to find the gold 
fir.st. 

~~Ir. TUZEH.: It is IlOt necessary to v, a it 
until 1t grows the rPturn is avail.lble w·hen 

di ccver0d. Furt:,-Jr, t.be di:-covcrv of 
ftcld3 \Yonld dray,~ to thern a l~rge 

of the popubttion and thus help to 
the unemployment problem. 

The hon. member for Lcichhardt dealt 
chiefly with the qnertion of coal. I have 

a little experience with coal. and it 
sho•xn me that \Ye have been unable 

to sell all the co<d which we mine. ·when 
gold-n1inin~ operations were being conducted 
ut Gymp~ c. billet wood \Y::tS uoed to get 
up stean1 to -York the drills anrl cornprc"''Wrs. 
It \'-as found that v.ootl fuel \VaS UllSUitable, 

rnl vve. thc1·cforf' turned our attention to 
:evPloping t.hd coahmining industrY, not 

•nly tu satisf.v our rcquircnwnts ,~.(n:· gold~ 
raining, but also to provide a market. -'A""e 
found there was not sufficient demand for 
coal. The idea. of the' hon. member for 
LcichLarcli is that the coal industr· wili Le 
rho ntr>ans of ~olving the LLcn1ployment ques­
tion: but, if I judge ths hon. men1bcr tr·ight, 
it will bt~ TI('f't:,sary to pay son1e sort of 

,. bsid.l to foster thet inclLlstry. That is one 
l·ca~on why I object to it. Gold-n1injug 

ould be more benefic;al, althoug·h I admit 
that the discovery of oil would have equally 
f cndiri l rt''ldt:. to this count,ry. Oil fuel 
1as dlc.plJ::r·"d r·o 1 fuel in many dirt :'tioni'-, 

anJ. it haoc.: bePn found rnuch cheaner to u._:e 
oil than coal. \vhich is anothc.t.' rf.·'tson \·. hv 
the demand for ual has fallen oh consider­
_,bly. The .-.-hole of thP Queensbnd coast 
contains coal-producing land. Ultimatelv it 
',.-ill be a wonderful [.nefit to Queenelan~l if 

e do get oil. 
\t 3.36 p.m., 
Mr. l\lAXvVELL !Too1cong), one of the pa11el 

nf TGmporal'y Chairrncn, relieved the Chair­
lL 111 in the chair. 

l\1r. TOZEH : I congratula.te the ~,1jnistor 
O;l his proepeding grant. Certainly the 
':ate is suall. He has only £10,000 on 
Jhe for prospe'. 'ing in the whole 
of Queensland. Thd amolmt is absolutely 
c: bsm·d; nncl, if I had the powCi\ I would 
not hcsit::t.tc to pnt £H;J,OOO on the esti­
mal">· for prowecting purpo--cs, because it 
would giYc c'nploymcEt of a kind that 
\You!d er1courage men to :eo on the land and 
use their own energy. That would be quite 
a dit1erent thing to puttincr a man on inter­
mitt nt relief work, where he does some­
thine. mechanicfLlly, gob paid for it, and 
l<:,'t ·s th(_ end of it. There is a chance of 
c~cvclopin2~ the State and geliing Fame con­
siderable rc!turn as a result of pro·pecting. 
Puitc '' few of those prospectors are getting 
a little'- gok1. I rlo not say they uro getting 
a.nythi, g wonderful: but ho:o. memqers knmc. 
that the:,- can show small specimens carrying 
P"Old or sn ·cks of g-old. Lots of them dolly 
these specimew. and thov haYe little bottles 
c.mttining gold dust. I do not think this 
,-old i shown in the rdurns he< .ms·- the,, 
(an sell the .g-old to any of 'the i)anks, or 
to ". %yers. .l ewellers, or even to dentists. 
I really think we arc getting mom gold 
from prospecting than is shown in the 
r turn. 

I want to co,;g-ratulate the :1Iinister on 
his grant of £1 pE"r \Veek to single n1·cn and 
£2 per week to married men. I do not say 
tha 1 is a fair >\-tgr : but it is a help to men 
1\hO are OUt pro~:pecting. rrhese prospectors 
are quite 1':illing to .go out with thn.t 
aeJistance, knmYing that if they do find 
anything it •, ill belong to themselves. 

JJr. Tozcr.] 
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The Victorian Government ouiy pa;, pros­
pcctoro 5s. tcm week, while the 1\ew South 
\\'ales Government pay Ss. a week. I admit 
that the grant in this State is omall; and, 
if v.-~ could afford to pu0 more to these 
prospectors, I would . be quite willing to 
increase the amount; but, if you only have 
a limited vote of £10,0QJ, you cannot be tou 
cenerous. If J ou arc too generou<;l., the 
xnoney 'vill go to a fc\, ~ aud the big 
majority will get nothing. The hon. member 
for Leichhardt interjcl.!ted that you have 
to fmd the gold. Most c en 'linly ye et ha vo to 
find it. 'lou h11vo to ',;ork, and you have 
to find the·~e things; a~_cl look at the uurnbcr 
of iield~ that have beEn found in Austtalia l 

::Vlr. FOLEY: There ctre not many loft. 

:'Lr. TOZER: What ut aburd thing for 
aily llUlll to say r The hon. menlber cannot 
be a n1ining rnan, ber:auso he is not sanguine. 
I a1n sure the late Se-cretary for ~.linos 
'Yotdd not ~ay that thoro is EO n1ore gold 
to be found in the Commonwealth. We havw 
onl' scr .tched the surhce, and gold will 
be found vvhen we are dead and gor·~. 
Fi .lds that wo are not working to·d[L:;· will 
ue ';Ol·kod because of better methods of 
r~1ining. Does au:r~ hon. n1ernber mean to 
say thnt GympiL is ~.T:orked out. Kot at 
all ! \V c have only gone down a certain 
depth. At present water stops the main 
part of the field from being· worked; but 
there are any number of place round the 
±ield where men are prospecting and obtain­
ing a Cf'"'htin arnount of gold. There is no 
doubt that it is an expensive proposition 
to put down the machinery when you get 
gold, 3.nd a certain a1nount o£ capital is 
required for that purpose. 

Some peoplo I.Y~lo are l""ll'O..;,pc,•ting ronnd 
Gympie rtre getting rather nice return·, 
TlH..rc arc bvo places on the field 'vh _·1·~: 
deep ·haft: have been sunk in the pc,s~. 
()ne "·as put down 1,000 feet, and anot:~t'r 
3,DOQ foot; yet they arc getting gold clo6c 
to those places· at a depth of 10 J feet, where 
it was never thought worth while to prospect 
in the old days. There is ono shaft which 
has be<:n sunk 1,000 feet close to the 
Louis" mine, and in the Louisa mine they 
are :r :;ood gold ,t 50 feet. Look 
at : tn·' other places on thrrt field -,., hid1 
may hctvc beAn rnisscd iu thL' pa8t! Tak 
the Uyrnp::-- Scoitif~h 1ninc, ·wh·ich threo ti1nc~· 
\Ya:-. ah'lndoned a8 Yalueless. 1£ventm-dhT, 
with Scottish capital, they were able to sink 
a shaft which provu1 that that vva, an 
e•cc.)tion: !ly rich piecn of ground, and it 
has puJd wmethmg over £1.000,000 in divi. 
dcnds. 

The totrrl Yaluc of gold won in Australia 
up ro the present time is £030.000,000, 
and, ctcco;rding to the hon. member for 
Lcichhardt, that is· the lot; lJUt he is wrong. 
It is only a beginning. Victoria holds the 
prid~ of plan with regard to the"· total goid 
prc~duu ion, the amount being £305 000 000; 
\Yest "\ustro.lia holds the seemed r;lace 
the nroduction being £161,000,000: .mcl 
{juccnslaml holds third place, the total pro· 
<<UCtiOn bemg about £87,0lJO,OOO. Queensland 
is in its infancv so far as goldn1ining i.~ 
concemed; and it will be proved bter that 
t,hore arc several place••· in Queensland which 

jll rE"'turn a gTtat qu·,ntit.:; of .~old, and 
Queensland will ultimately be the chief gold. 
nroducing State of Australia. Mount Mor­
gan, for in· tanr·\ was P<ils'sed over repeutedly 
for ye,trs and yean, as nobody thought any 
ichi;1g of it, and then it suddenly developed. 

r J! r. TozN. 

That is on:; single n1ountain practically of 
gold. UJose to Mount 1'>lorgan there is 
Sugar loaf ~viountain, subsequently kno1~. n a~ 
the i~Iount Morgan Extens·ion ruine, and 
about ~ stone's thro1v from the original rnine. 
That shaft '''as sunk .and ,supported by nead._ 
all the oflicia~" of :\Iourn :.IoT~-d~l; yet i~· 
did noc pro.-e an:·thing, and they ne.-et 
paid a di\ iJlud from start to iinioh. Look 
at ali the other mountains we hav,e through 
out Qucendancl! "'ohody kno"s "-,hat gol<:l 
there i:~ in tht.!n. l\orth Arm, ne lT GynrviF, 
>,as praeticall ·: unkno\vn ten :·ears Ug''"J, Then 
miners got s·omo stone there, but did noG 
know there V\· as gold ir it; and it was only 
at the beginning oE this year that two rnen 
proved there \Vas silver und gold there. 
r.rhc<~ n1cn only put through about 2GJ 
tons, but they got in four n1onth~ about 
£4,000 •,orth of g·old. 

Ivir. FoLEY: \Ycre they experienced men: 

1\Ir. TOZER: Yes. Tlwv are there nO\V, 

n L d c rA putting up rnaehincry at a cost 
of £5,000. They are putting a tunnel into 
the lll>:Juntain to proYO ii, and arc also 
::,lnkinrr a workincr shaft to prove ho\v fat 
the rc~'fs go ,1o·. 71. In that he ~lity thor 
is a rang" of ruountains' extc. nc.bng_ do-.;~·n to 
tlw I3lufi. vYhv should n. mounl:un at one 
end be the onl v ·one in t ho range th::t carrieo 
<:;old, and not 'the others which have not ye! 
.Joon tc steel? 

There arc three 'va~-s of prospecting. 0!1(' 
:s by the dcpn.rtlTtf'nt ::2nding out a geologist 
\Yith experienced miners to t for 
o·old but that has not vet ·:n done in 
Q·lc ~n~ land. G nfortunatcl)·, insu 'Ticiont ft~ncL 
"''" rrvailablo. :c\cxt vYe ha•" the mmcr 
1nfectt>d. \1·ith the £!.·old fever~ \vho go2s' out 
and ._udcavours to 'locate gold~bearing dir 
This t:·pe has chiefly L~nn rv.ponsibl0 for 
the diJC Jvery of co1d i!l Queensland Then 
\ .. ~c 1 a':c pr(Lpcctor.s ;,yorking certain sho\v~' 
of their o "·n, ·who apply for assistance to 
devc~lop their n1incs. 

'Th,, hon. n1ember for ::.\1ount 1\1organ con­
tended ~hat the Ciovcrn1ncnt \\ere to blan1o 
£or the aceidc:nh in the rnines· bo;;ause. he 
allc,;ed. chcc': impccloro had been rcmoY< J. 
There ·were three chccl~ inspectors appointed 
~'or Qucen~land, one ~tnt1onod at Mo~1nt }lor­
gJn, one at Townsvillc--hnndreds ?f rnil~-, 
from anv rninc-and the other stat1oned In 
Brisbane. 

]\,l[r. Bm:cE: The man st.tioned in Towns­
Yi~ited the Clcw..:ulTv antl other L 1ning 

held~. · 

Mr. TOZEE: :!\o check inspectors were 
('-.-er stationed at G:vn1pie. I do not arguu 
that check insncctors arc not of smne use. 
l know the work of a ch~ck ir·,pector; but 
it is the duty of every experienced miner 
to sec that the ground is scefe and that no 
accident ' ill .:Jccur. Then we haYe the 
, hift bos:~. or captain. who goes round with 

men; and it is the clnty of the men to 
out un,afe gronm1 to the shift bos·; 

o1· captain, and it is his duty to inspect for 
~1i:nsolf. In the case of big rninn.;;, 've have 
1~ndorgrouncl managers in addition to the 

__ eneral manager; but, 'vith sn1all rniEes, 1:e 
l!,:tve ('Dly a shift bo 1 '3 or captain in addition 
ro the manager. The manager ;:-oes rouEd 
c1·ery day-,;enerally tY,·ice a C::ty-nnd the 
;•;inero can point out everything to him. He 
iu .

1
H:;cts us he goes round. 'rhO Government 

ca;mot be blamed for the a( cidcnts that 
occur. Accidents '""ill cccur any,-~·bp1·e. 
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'Mining is a risky undertaking, and experi­
<enced miner·' endeavour to protect them­
selves. Miners do become careless, in the 
same way as all clas5es of people gradually 
come to treat their work '" ith contempt. 
They become careless in the handling of 
-dynamite. and accidents are likely to occur 
through explosions and falls of earth. Care 
must be taken to cope with industrial 
diseasf'c, but the \Vorkers' Compensation Act 
-deals with all those matters. I am with the 
miner every time. It was my habit to go 
below every Thursday afternoon to inspect 
Bverv mine in which I was interested. I 
have a fair idea of the workings below, and 
I know the risks that the miners run. We 
.,hould n1ake eve1·y proYision against the 
occurrence of accident:>, and that is exactly 
what the Government are doing. That policy 
has been followed by every Govermnent. 

1Ir_ BRuCE: The p!'csent Government have 
done it by taking away the check inspector. 

Mr. TOZER: Some of the check inspectors 
did not rP ide in mining areas. A better 
system has now been adopted. If the miners 
see anything wrong down below, or if they 
wish an in'pcction to be made, they haYe 
only to ack that a check inspector be 
appointed for it to be attended to at once. 

Gold was first discove,·ed in Q wens! and 
near \\~arwick in the earlv fifties, but the 
di. rr::-.-cry wa,, not of muc-h irnportanc.. e. A 
ce1·f- in amottnt of gold is still being won in 
that district. The firs(j gold rush in Queens­
~and iJok rlace in 1858 at Canoona, near 
Rockhampto;;_ That is ono of the places 
that i:-:, cmni11g again novY, and w.here ~'Jrno 
nugzd-; haYP been obtained. Thouflands 
of gold diggers ca:::ne frorn Vicf-oria alld ~ew 
South \Yrdcs, but, as thev did not find gold, 
the:, h~d to be returned at the expense 
of those colonies. Gold "as next di-,co.-ered 
a( Cclliope in 1862. \Vo arc' now endeavour­
ing to nnwator a shaft at Galliope b~ause 
,--e think there is a show there \Yhich is 
'-orth~ of ' triJI. It "'ill be given a triai. 
The nc"t ,;old rush took place at Crocodile 
Crce!c in 1865, and that was folloY,-ccl by 
another rush in 1867 at Morinish. Both 
these places are in the Roc-k,hampton district. 
The hon. me,nber for Rockhampton will 
admit that there is still a great po-c;ibility 
of gold being discoyered in the Rockhamp­
ton district, Lecauso prospecting '\York is now 
proceeding at Mount Hector. Gold ''"' .,; di,_ 
covered at Gympie in 1867. T118 Palmer 
River gold rush took place in the earh 
seventies. A little gold was found nea~· 
Enogg>'t'a as far back r,s 1868. Shafts vc ;re 
eunk, but these were subsequentlv abandoned. 
I saw lii tie bott le of gold the other da v 
w.hirh had been obtained in the Enogger~ 
d1stnct. 

Tl.e bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. A. J. JONES (Paddington) [3.56]: I 
hold that tbo Department of Mines and the 
mining industry are equal jn importance to 
any other department or industry. The three 
things pertaining to mining y, hi eh go to 
1nake a uation gn~a.t are iro11. C()al, a!ld oil. 
That is apart altogether from the value of 
met all if~ rous rrtining. 

I do not hold altogether with the opinion 
that every old mine which has been previ­
ously worked is of no value, or is not possible 
of again being worked and made gold-pro­
ducing. In Queensland it is not so much a 
question of making n2\Y discoveries-which 

1931-6 c 

"ould be very welcome-as it is of treating 
ore bodies in mines which have already been 
discovered, The reason why some goldmines 
iu the past have been abandoned was not 
becau:3e of any harsh industrial conditions, 
because the gold deteriorated, or gold values 
decrc'lsed, but rather because the companies 
working them had not provided sufficient 
funds for developmental work to enable the 
mines to be worked to a greater depth and 
for a longer period. As a matter of fact, the 
declaration of di,·idcnds in many cases pre­
ceded developmental work. 

I am pleased to note that there is a revival 
in mining in this State. Possibly it is not 
very marked; nevertheless it is pleasing to 
notice that our production has increased, and 
is still incrc,uing. It is also pleasing to note 
th11t two large companies are operating in 
this State--th<' Mount Isa Company in a 
silver-lead proposition, and the company 
which has taken O\'er c0rtain gold-bearing 
mines in the ~vfount Coolon district. In the 
future we must look for\\·arcl for prosperity 
to large scale mining; that is, to the treat­
ment of our low-grade ore in vast tonnages 
rather than in an endeavour to find small 
rich El Dorados, although they would be 
verv welcome. ~o doubt thco :Mount Isa 
C01'l1pany is doing wonderful work in mine 
development. Likewise, Gold Mines Limited, 
which has rccentlv taken over several mines 
at 'VIonnt Ceol~a, 1s setting a similar 
exan1ple. This cmnpany purcha0< d a couple 
of mines at Mount Coolon at a pricu in the 
vicinity of £100,CJO, and spent thousands of 
pounds in development before ah;:,mpting to 
extract any gold. All this required capital. 
They have prO\ eel their mine by a system 
of ghaft sinking·, driving, a,_d proper n1ine 
development without putting up plant. J\' ow 
they are rt>ady to put up the phnt and take 
out the profit·-- spread over a period of years. 

In the \"£'ro;,· rc·:otricted hn1e .. ~vhi·ch one is 
given in this' debate--for twenty-five minutes 
is not snfficie--1t to deal with all the ques­
tions which arist on the Mines Eotimat.,,s­
I do not 'vish v_, rni.«s an opportunity nf 
rnaki11g rtJcrenc .. ' to ono n1atter. The quf's­
tion of the coal inclustr~~,. ···as verv ably 
In'c·ntioncd b~.- the hon. n1C:nber for Bowe:rl, 
whom we n .. re ;ell pit-- cd to see back again 
in this Pt·rJinrncnt. The hon. n1vmber n1ade 
son1e re .~orencc 1 ,J the Ski gh coal contraJct. 
'l'ho ~>-\uditor-Genera 1 also makes reference 
to that contract, :md I should like the 
!\Iinhter to note his ren1arkf:. r:rhe Uovern­
ment of which I was SecretarY for Mines 
entered into "" contract with "Mr. Sleigh, 
and under that cc ntro.rt the prices payable 
vvere-

Btst screened coal, 14s. per ton on trucb 
at mine, 

Unscreened coal, 12s_ per ton on trucks 
at n1ine. 

Screened ema!l coal, lls. per ton on 
trucks at mine. 

The present Mini,tor continued that agree­
ment. o.nd increa cd the prices on the fol­
lowincr '".le :-

Best -crconed coal .. _ 
Hun of mine coal (unscreened) 
Screened coal (small) 
Unscrcened cord !shck) 

Per ton. 
s. d. 
16 6 
13 6 
12 6 
10 6 

\ccording to the Auditor-General's report 
for the :rear ended Wth .Tune lasL the total 

J1r. A. J. Joncs.] 
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<::onCC''>~~ion in respcc~ of coa.l sU11plied to 
Mr. Sleig-h during 1930-31-that is, during 
the present Minister's i,crm of office-wad 
£5.634 5s. 2cl. The Auditor-Generdl, at 
p~gc 122 of his report, says-

" The totaJ vu,lue of the concession 
~iur·f.' th0 conlntcncPrncnt of the contract 
is £28,630 6s. 5d." 

Th<>t conveys to the public of Queensland 
that under both agreements Mr. Sleigh 
actually received a concession valued at 
£28,63J 6 . 5d. That is not a. fair ".cy of 
stating the case, because the Minister knows 
that for the last ye>tr Mr. Sleigh did not 
make a profit of £5,634 5s. 2d. ; nor did he 
make a profit of £2R,630 6J. 5d. dming the 
term of his contract. The so-c·allcd conceo· 
sion is the difference in the pric., at which 
coal was sold to J\Ir. Sleigh an<l th0 price 
charged to Australiaell industry, railways, 
and consumers g-enerally, It should not be 
considered either as a concession or as a 
profit. Everyone knows that it is not pos­
sibk for any Queensland GoYernment to 
get an Au.,tralirm price for coal outside 
Australia. The hon. nwmbcr for Leichhardt 
dealt with the question this a-ftenoon. vVe 
have to "ufier competition from South 
Africa, where coal mines are WOl'ked under 
entirely different conditions. For example, 
cheap lal;Jour conditions obtain in South 
Africa, acd there is a~oo a bonus of 6s. 7d. 
per ton paid by the railways for coal shippPd 
to the wharvc".. It is not possibl" for Aus­
tra,lia to compete with South Afrir .t in the 
Eastern market. 1\ewcastle hrcs lo,.t her 
trade, not becaus" of industrial disputes 
nr nndue hareh labour conditions. but 
because South Africnn , ·Jal r .m be sent to 
the East at a much cheaper price than we 
C\.n supply it. \Ye made an attempt to do 
something b: scllin~ coal at. a Io,, price to 
Mr. Sleigh in ordn that he might scc•1re 
a trade YYith the East. 

I\1r. :YL\.FER: Through a rnidcEcn1an. 

~Jr. A. J. JO:\'ESr \'\~o 'oH the cool out­
right to him, and :Yir. Sleigh did not make 
<Jnc pc·nny col-lmissiou out of jt. 

Mr. ::\1AHI'R: He made a profit. 

Mr. ~'\. J. JONES: Th<' hon. member 
knows nothing about it. 

Mr. ~IARER: I know that much about it. 

Mr. A .. J. JONES: I mav tell th2 hon. 
member that Mr. Sleigh's total profit under 
rne «•bTeement mado bJ myself as Secretary 
for J\:Iinl_·3 1xas £568 16s. Hd. l~ .. ccording to 
the Auditor-General's report, the public mav 
b0 led to beiievc thn t a cow "''ion Yalucd a't 
.£28,000 was given to him. I mew point out 
th<tt Mr. Sleigh offered to produce his books 
to the Premier of this State so that th<> 
-,

1 rernic•r could investigate t :;_c charge, that 
ho mad0 in this Chamber 'ud prior to the 
lcctiono Prior to the election•· the Premier 

'1id that 1s. per t'on Yn.s p.1id by the :\Iine3 
Dcpal'trncnt for PVCrf ton of coal that was 
.,Jld from the Bowon State C- .]mine. I totke 
i~. that he referred to Mr. Sleigh. That 
M1·. Sleigh receiYcd a con1mission is not 
t,orrcct. I ( ont ~nd that the Auditor-Gen,?ral's 
rep~rt should be m on' explicit. I do .,c;t 'JY 
it is incorrect, because that is the differ( nee 
h<'twf 'n the price of coal we sold to 1Ir. 
Sle-igh and the Au: tralifl n price. 

Mr. Mmvll: :\Ir. Sleigh sold the whJle of 
that coal for cxporr. 

Mr. A. J. JOXES: Hr ee>ld some for 
bunkering, but he had no right to soli coal 

\lllr. A. J. J ones. 

in Queensland. Th~ hon. rnember. knn\YS that1 

when he sells butter overseas, he de ··s not 
get the Australian price for butter; and, 
if we want to sell our co.,.J in the East we 
'1nnot get the Australian price for it. ' 

On another Yotc the Premier said That 
the Mount . Isa . Company, the big com­
pany operatmg m Qucen,ola.nd, had urged 
the rb-cstablishment of the LegislatiYe Coun­
eii because of its fear of another Gm·ernment 
g·ettin~; into po1ver. I want to l-'oint out 
that the preseui ::\t1ount.. I~a Cmnpan v started 
operations in Queensland after the l,~pper 
House had been abolished, and we were work­
ing ur_dcr a unican1eral system. That Di'OYC'S 

that they had no fear of the Go,·cr~mlent 
then in power. 

::\Ir. BR\ND: Did they cxprec·s that y·icw 
to you? 

:\fr .. \. J. JO='JES: It was cxprcs,cd in the 
"London Time~." lVIr. L0slie Urquhart, in 
his report to the shareholders, said-

" In n1aking thi,J neceJsaril~ brief 
rcYiew, I must refer to the all-important 
question of Australian labour and the 
attitude of the trade unions to capital 
Jnd enterprise. Prior to our departure 
for Australia \Ve heard a _great deal, 
frmn sources competent or 1ncon1pctent 
to express an opinion, that \Vas not 
encouraging on this ~ubject. 

"It was sugge~ted that in e1nbarking 
on our new' venture \Ve \Verc not dis­
' Junting the negat'ivc attitude of labour, 
the f12ct that no contract or piece work 
'""" allowed, and the many difficulties 
v e should meet with generally, due 
1.~..aiulv to the irtcrfcrcnce of tl!e trade 
unionS.'' 

L'ter on he said-
" \Vo suught and i'ook advlllllago of 

eyery opportunity to m"'- t political and 
labour leaders, we mixed and conYer cd 
1vith the nu~n and with trade> union 
officids, and, finally, e attondul publir 
meetings called by the reprc>··nt:•.tives of 
the principal trade unions concRrnecl, 
the procEedings bemg fully repc•r ,-d in 
the prees. At these meetings we hdd 
free and frank di'1cussion; \YD were .-"hown 
cYery ronside_:_ation, Pnd the greatest 
good feeling prcYailed. 

"I hope ~h~1t thc•,c few rmnarks haYe 
shown that not onlv is the at::imde of 
the Queendand Govc~·nmc 1t most helpful, 
but that we have the good will of the 
trade unions and of the rncn; and I can 
frankly s·:y that any vestige of doubt 
which may have been in my mind as to 
the attitude of labour has be,'n fullv 
and finally removed. (Applame.) Tha"t 
we 1nay have tnisundcrstanding3 and 
difficu1ti~"';, cropping up fron1 t'ln1o to 
time, as in every other country, is fairly 
probable, ·for men are only human, but 
granted the continuation of the existing 
good will and mutual confi·dcnce I have 
no manner of doubt as to the re•ult." 

That statement \Yas made bv l'.lr. Lcsli0 
l;rquhart. the London chairma'n of th com· 
!'any, v:hi h pro ep that he did not fear the 
(;oYernnH 1t ln power at the tin1c. The 
Cm·ernnwnt of tlmt d:tY wcr al'";avs cle­
~irou:=, of Encour._:ging nOt only the illinjng 
mdmtry :.: enerally but the doYelopmcnt of 
t l1e Mount r,,, mine. \Ye are "ll pleased 
tc, know tl·nt the field will be highh succeos­
ful and will be of materi-,1 advantage to 
the State. 
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J\lr. MAHER (llosewood) [4.14]: I would 
!ik 0 to mak0 a few observations o':' the. sub­
ject of tho 'earch for oil. It rs cvrdent 
ihat the activities in regard to the. search 
for oil in Queensland _have con.srderably 
slowed down in recent bmcs. Tins' rs dm• 
to the fact that a great number of com­
p.mies which were formed for the purpose 
of searching for or! ha ,-c shown more er 
1eB:: negati YC' rc"'~lts.. :!pvidcncc has a~cun1u · 
latcd that there rs 01! m Quccmland m cor­
rain districts, but vYe have reached an ~nl­
ptt,~s·o jn regard to t_he. -uc?essf~ll prosecution 
of t be sc•arch for 01! m tne State. 

I want particnlarly to refer : .t this juncture 
to the verv valuable series of articles which 
'"'re' cont~ibuted to the> metropolitan pre·' 
hv Dr. vVoolnough on this highly important 
stlb;•cCt last month. Dr. Woolnough, the 
C01~monwealth Geologist, h,ts just returned 
from a visit to the Umtcd StQtes· of America, 
and has forn1ed YE:l'Y in1portant conclusions, 
which he llas ,. !t down for all to read. 
I have no dou: t that the Minister and tbe 
,;eologists attached to the Dep.trtmcnt of 
:Mines have absorbed the pomts made by 
Dr. W oolnough. In order to brin(: dw 
matter nndor public notice, I 11'0uld hke to 
JJICntion certain points. one of l':lnch Is thE 
''"'phasis which Dr. VI' oolnough attaches to 
~C'ologieal s·urv~y, or IYhat ~? terms '·contoui' 
outcrOJ? g·eologrcal suneys. 

Mr. A. J. Jox1:s: Aerial surveys also. 

2\Ir. :i:IAHER: Yes, aerial surve: also. 
I was in~'ined to think that the sugges­
tion with rc,g-ard to aerial H.lrveys was rather 
fanciful until l read the r port of Dr. 
\Y oolnouo-h. I have no doubt that a survey 
of the g1;'ound from a high ek ".at ion js very 
s'imilar to observing indications of w ,ter 
fro1n tl: -~ n.ir. From a c:rcat L-.:1ght \Yn are 
7',bli':~ to ,.,p,; things "\Yluch are not evidC'nL 
to thr evp as 1ve walk along the surface 
of the ca·rth. There is no doubt that <ceria! 
surveys have a Yery irnportant bearing on the 
particulur point '-'-hich Dr. \Yoolnough em­
phvsisc '· He s-1Y-" that, -when he went over 
the con.:.1try in Californi·,1 fr01n "' hich the\' 
nr-: o: tnirnnv Yahu0le oil to-da,/, ho found 
thece condihJns-

" Jn the C,tlifornian occurrences the 
a·eneral drearv n1onotorr. of the arjd 
hills, c:.e\·oid ~of vi~iblo ~outcrops') sug~ 
gested the al•solute hopcles.,ncss of thB 
geological problem. My guide pointed 
out to rr1~ tinv fragrnents G\: white 
cherty shale sr tttered through the soil, 
,nd explained the\ as the result of long 
,nd discouraging work in the Geld, it 

:tad be,com0 apparedt at lasL that the, 10 

fragmc:tts· "~''le re dcri ".~eel from thin, con· 
tinuouoJ beds of roe',, nowhere visible 
as su~h at the surface. By following 
out thc'c lines of fragments, sometimes 
literal!, on the hands aLd knees, t:u 
gcologi'c~l features of two great oilfield:; 

·ere labo1·iously cL·ciphered." 

That illustrates that, under Australian condi­
tion:-.. we haye not paid the intonsiTo and 
detailed att 'ntivt to the question of geologi­
cal survov ihat obYiOtLsly has been paid in 
tho United State., ~'f An1erica, and •r·Jrich 
arparently is essential to the successful search 
for oil. It is evide•tt that a great amount 
of the shar holdcrJ' money has been wasted 
in Australia and QueE,tshnd by companies 
procnediug with deep drilling on chance. 
Certainly, they have been aided on rough 
geological lines by the available geologists 

in this State; but I do not think anything 
on the intensiv-e lines adopted in the United 
States has been attempted in Queensland. 
The general obs~rvations of Dr. ~oolnough 
more or less point to the nocessrty m the 
future of oxerci._,ing a greater 1neasure of 
control Ol'er companies engaged in drilling 
for oil. It seems ev-ident that we should 
not permit a company to put down a deep 
V>'ell involving a terrific amount of expendi­
ture' unless the geological structures have 
been carcfullv eh< ~ked up and ,pproved not 
onlv b1 the 'geologist attached to the staff 
of the' company but also by the responsible 
oh;cers of the geological ctaff attached to 
the Mines Department. If we are ever going 
to secure confidc·ncc in the continued search 
for oil in Queensland, then the Mines Depart­
ment must give such a lead and such encour­
agement to people to invest their money 
in the future bv exercising a greater measure 
of control over deep drilling. I have been 
told that it costs in the vicinity of £12.000 
to put down a deep 1rell, and it is an abso­
lute a.ste of monov unless we feel we are 
putting it clown, not as a blind stab, but 
whero tho geological structure offers some 
possibility of success. 

I very foolishly supported the old policy 
'Yith mv hard ca&h and not bv wind v words. 
I was one who was prc~1ared to take ;. chance 
under conditions as \Ye saw the1n in Queens­
land, and I lost. There i' a big inv;;,;tirlg 
public in Queensland and Australia \Yho are 
still prepared to take a chance. and are still 
prepared to gamble find to tetkc a risk in a 
seo.rch for oil for the rich reward that oil 
Y,·ill gin. But we haYe to take ,tock of 
the position as \\cc see it to-dav. There is 
no g·ood continuing operations ciu the unsur­
cc'"ful conditions of the past. Dr. ·wool­
nough points out that within a radius of 
20 miles of Roma we might as ·xcll abandon 
the search for oil because the geological con­
ditions within that radit" are entirclv unsuit­
able for oil accumulation. S+.ill. welle are 
tlf'ing proceeded with in that district, and 
within that radial area. The shar0holclers 
of thc.,e companies s,hould be protected, and 
we should try t ' protect our fu+nro activitie>' 
in th· s,·nrch for oil. Mr. J. H. Reid, of 
tho Q·1oewland Geolog-ical Department. Dr. 
\Voolnough, and Dr. Jensen agree that the 
hig badn which exists to the north-cast of 
Roma, moYiug in the direction of Springmre, 
offers the most suitable localitv for thG con­
duct of a successful search for oil. In the 
opinions of those highly capabl2 geolo ::i< nl 
experts, the sedin.onb, the rock formations, 
:md the geologicrrl periods in that part of 
the country offer the besc Geld for our 
aetiYities to-da:.·. I conclude by quoting a 
recent sbtcmr·nt mado by \Vallace Pr ttl, 
Chief Geologist to the Humble Oil and 
Refining Company, of Texas-

" Eighty per cent. of tho di,~.::overies 
that enabled us to set up 10,000,000,000 
barrels of underground reserve to-day 
i'esul ted directly from geologic or goo­
nbysio rerorrnnendations as to locatior1 
;md depth of tests." 

It is roallv the drill which dete1mine · the 
real oil6"ld, but ·tho a~cumulated evidence 
of the Dnited States indicate, that PO per 
cont. of the oil diseoverie·· in .\meri·ca ·.vhich 
have resnlted in the production of commer­
cial oil have come about bv the utilicatic•n 
of scientific surveys, which" haYe not been 
attempted on a largo scale in Queensland. 

Jlr. Jtal'·r.] 
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In summarising the position of oil explora· 
tion in Queensland, Dr. Woolnough makes 
the following statement of fact :-

' · Queensland possesses oilfields. Of 
this there is no shadow of doubt." 

l\lr. KmwAN: ·where are they? 

Mr. :'\IAHER: All the indications seem 
to point to that great trrrct of country lying 
north-cast of Rom>L and running out towards 
Springsuro. rrhe geological structures which 
make for the accumulatic>n of oil are there. 
It is there that we must direct our efforts. 
I dc>ire to emphasise those views to the 
Minister. \Ve need not be downhearted 
about our past efforts for, in the considered 
opinion of Dr. \Voolnough, we have the oil­
fields. Thn only question is the setting up 
o£ conditions which will once again induce 
investors to come in with confidence, and 
financial strength, to intensify the search 
for oil, and bring it to a successful conclu­
Slon. 

Mr. \Yii~LLINGTO::'\ (Charters 1'ow1 ts) 
[4.25]: In the course of my speech on the 
'\.ddro'.s in Reply on 18th August, I ex­
prPssed the opinion that it was preferable 
to pay married men £1 10s. and single men 
£1 per week to enable them to go out 
prospecti "lg rather than encourage them to 
st •nd at street cornPrs. Since rain has 
fallen in the Ch.'rtcrs ·rower'· district lately, 
a lot of old prospectors, in addition to quite 
a nnn1bcr of unemployed n1en, are pros­
pecting· in the hope of e·tmillg a livoli­
b"Jod. There is more prosp;.<·ting now going 
on in the Charters To" crs district tba,n I 
~::tn previously rclnf'mber. Sorne tirDc ago 
J. Soclen and P. Snbadina, who were receiv­
ing assistance from the tmcmploy>ncnt relief 
fund to enable them to engage in pros­
pcdilig, applied •tc the ~linos Department 
for assistance to sink on the underlie. The 
inspector uf mines visited the No. 2 \Vest 
Imperial minP ,, hich they wore developing, 
inspected it, ancl made his report to the 
1, Einist.-·r; and tL•· ~tiinister was good 
fnongh to aside a certain araount for 
th~ sinkin,c,- the ;<~aft. After these b\ o 
men had sunk the 'haft for a distance of 25 
feet, a strong body of water was encoun­
tered, v.hich prcvl 'ltod them from pro­
ceeding any fui-ther. The;<- then asked the 
Minis; er to extend the assistanc~ to drive 
from t.he underlie. The developmental work 
of these two pro·,pector, disclosed very en­
<'Cmragiug prospects: so much eo that the 
1nirw bas --:inco been sold by tlL'm for 
£1,800. That mine wets v. or ked thirty-five 
ye .rs ago. ~U that parti ·ular time there 
\vas no cyauiding proce~~ to extract the 
gold. Kn. 2 \',-e-;t Impcl'ial mine is about 
120 feet from the old Imperial shaft. The 
reef is o£ fnir size and ·the latest assays are 
good. It is too early :, et to indulge in any 
speculation as to the future. In mining it 
is bctt0r to r.ink the underlie shaft and prove 
what the reef is, both by si,,killfl.' and driv­
ing from the leYelB. An estimate can then 
be nL._ :o of the ore-hody in sight. r.rhere 
is plcniv of water available, and, if more is 
required. it can be obtained hy sinking. 
This will b' invaluable for crushing opera­
tions. 

During th0 month of October more gold 
wa3 pi·oduced on the Charters 'l'owers field 
than in any other month during the last 
eeven or eight years. It is estimated that 
-,91 tons 12 cwt. of stone were treated for 
a yield of 259 oz. 11 dwt. smelted gold, 

. .11 a he. 

valued a,t £756. That is the a,ssa,y value 
only. The standard value of the gold in 
Melbourne on lOth November was £5 18s. 
8d. per ounce, while the mint value was 
£6 9s. 6d. per fine ounce. Hon. member.; 
will see that the value of gold now won 
has increased compared with some years 
ago, when the value was about £3 10s. per 
ounce. The prospects for the industry are 
much brigh'er because of the cyaniding 
process that is now employed. Twelve years 
ago no stone that averaged under 1 oz. of 
gold per ton would pay to treat, but now 
stone a,saying 15 dwt. of gold per ton can 
be treated profitably. 

Another field that is now engaging atten­
tion from prospectors is situated at Lol­
worth Creek, about 80 miles from Charters 
Towers. There Torkington and MeBow, who 
arc working the Lucky Hit mine at Mount 
Hope, cruehed 10 tons of ore at the Welcome 
mill, at Sala Siding, for a, return of 7 oz. 
6 dwt. of gold, of a total value of £25 3s. 
8d. The Sumise Syndicate, 1.t Mount Hope, 
took out a tria,l crushing of 1 ton 10 cwt. 
for a return of 2 oz. 13 dwt. of gold, valued 
at £8 lls. 2d. Those crushings were taken 
out with a viJw ·to testing the quality of 
the ore to see if it was worth while continu­
ing to work these show:,. There are a 
number of small mine•' operating at Lol­
worth, but at the pre e:1t time it costs 
£3 10s. per ton to cal't the stone to the 
batterv in Charters To','· ers for treatment. 
There" is great need for the erection of .a, 
batter_y on the bpot, '/,·hich would give an 
impetus to the mining operations. The 
Stille battery at Charter Towers has received 
8tone for Cl'U hing froE1 T. B. Edvvards and 
party's clniw at \Yard's Creek, about 2() 
rnileil from Bowen. whilst stone has also 
bc<en reoeived at · Cha.rtors Towers from 
Collim,·ille, Lolrcorth, Reid River, and 
Pentland. Hon. m·embcrs will see that the 
operation of that battery has been respon­
sible for stone being received from nnny 
districts whilst great encouragement is 
being g"IVJn to pro3pectors "\vhen they kno:v 
tl-"1t a batt 're is availa,blo to tre,tt therr 
s·t ;118. The arrangernents made f0r treat­
ing the sands arc very satisfactory. One 
potnd per ton is charged for t:·eatm,-nt of 
the sand, and 20 per cent. is ded uctcd L on 
the return due to the por.son whose sands 
have been treated. 

I :~~,id on a JH~c~-ioth ocrnsion that. minir:_g 
\':as not rec )IYlDg the encouragen1cnt ~,o 
which it was entitled; but I an1 gratified 
to kno r that the batterv which was est".b­
li.:ihed at Charteas Towers~ is bringing about a 
certain nrncur.t of drv-eloprncnt in 1nininv. 
I think that approximatch- £5,0CJ has been 
spent in Cbarttl'3 To~.ver, under the unen1-
plo.~·n1ent relief s'chenH'. The recipients ~f 
that relief would have to bo fed even 1f 
Ciev were not ·narking; and I claim that 
it is better for mPn t~ be out doing some· 
thin:.~ frorn Vi'hich so~!C return may c nnr', 
, pccially v.-hcu I kno·s that some of th.,· 
men he.'. e bc"n getting from £1 10s. to £2 
per week in addition to the allov; :mce paid 
t J them by the Government. 

The " Queensland Government l'vfining 
Journal '' for Octobrr states-

" The Venus State battery received an 
overhaul. Kew linoleum tops and riffies 
were placed on three Wilf!oy concen­
trating tables. The timber cushion be­
tween the concrete foundations and two 
stamper battery-boxes were renewed. 
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The mill water supply pump received 
new liners, rods, and valves. All the 
tailings fluming from the Raff wheel 
to the middle group of sandpits was 
renewed. One sand cyanide treatment 
'"at was rebuilt." 

In July last the Secretary for Mines visited 
Charters Towere. and a deputation waited 
on him with regard to the -'battery at 
Charters Towers. The battery is now com­
pleted, and information which I have re­
ceived indicates that it is in first-class order. 
Of course, there will a !ways be differences 
of opinion amongst miners and prospectors. 
As l told one person who came to me, 
"You want something that will produce gold 
that is not in the stone." (Laughter.) 

I am pleased to see that the department 
has g-iven wme consideration to the work 
at the Lord Cardigan mine, which is 25 
mileo cast of Charters Towers. The 
" Tvijning ~Journal " says"-

. " A very compact and efficient pump­
mg plant of unusual design in mining 
v.·ork has Leen installed on the Lord 
C'udigan mine, 25 miles cast of Charters 
Tower- A 5 b.h.p. Potter kerosene oil 
engine drives, by means of belting and a 
geared pump head .. a 3-in. deep well 
JFmp. The shaft is· now 35 feet deep. 
\Vhen a further 35 feet is sunk a cross·­
cut \Yill be put into the lode and levels 
driven along it." 

The shaft has since been deepened: 
hopcc the cmall syndicate tlwre •:ill 
something, because they are real 
httler" 

and I 
strik<' 
good 

:\1r. KENNY (Cook) [4.35]: I deoire to 
express my appreciation to the :Minister and 
to the officers of his department for the 
assistance they have given fo miners and pros­
pectors in the Cook cl0ctorate. That action 
h~s been very beneficial to a great number 
ot prospectors m that area; and if the 
department continues to render assi~tance in 
that direction, it will be of considerable 
benefit to the mining industry of Queensland. 

I would be lacking in my duty if I did 
not refer to the Minister's action in assist­
ing the Mount :!\1nlligan coalminers. As is 
known, a body of men took over the State 
coalmine at Mount Mulligan. Th_,t enter­
prise had been showing a loss to the State 
of £400 per week, but the men have turned 
a loss into a profit for themselves, and there 
1s no lo ·s to the State under the pre,,ent 
working. After these men took on that 
proposition, the'.' met with verv bad h1ck 
They hnd water to start with and the~ 
their engine b_roke down nnd thdy could not 
carry on. If 1t had not been for the adion 
of the :!\1inister in supplying Lhem with a 
new cngme, the Mount }IJ:ulligan coalmine 
v;ould have closed down. I can ass·ll'e the 
Minist~r that the Mount Mulligan coalminers 
appreCJatc not only his action in handing 
oyer the_ mme to be ,,-orkcd on a co-opcra­
tn·e basrs, but also his action in enablintr 
them to get another engine to carr" m;: 
To-day these men are very satisfied.· and 
while their earninQ"s mav 'not bo all that 
could be desired, tl;ey are .. above the average. 
A tribute e.hould be paid to the miners them­
se h·cs. W era it not for their hardihood 
and determination to make a success of the 
mine, there would be a different tale to tell 
to-day. Tho action of the miners stands out 
as a definite success of co-operation in coal­
mining. The Secretary for Railwavs al'o 

has done a lot to assist in that regard. 
That hon. gentleman has seen to it that 
Mount Mulligan coal is used on the railway 
engines from Cairns north. That has enabled 
these men to have an assured market for 
their coal, so that they can go ahead without 
any worry as regards the disposal of their 
output. They have increased the output 
with a fewer number of men, and to-day 
we have a very satisfied community there. 
T,he Minister has nothing to fear, as progre .s 
will take place in the Mount Mulligan coal­
mine now that the miners have completed 
all the dead work. 

The reopening of the Chiilagoe smelters 
has had a beneficial effect on the back por­
tions of the Cook electorate, as it has enabled 
a number of mines that previously were 
closed to become operative again. A lot 
of miners who were out of work are to-da,­
working these old s,hows that people had 
given up as being no good. 

Although the Minister may be criticised 
for the loss on the Chillagoe smelters, he 
has nothing to fear in that regard. A Lig 
cutlay had to be undertaken in the first 
instance; but I am quite satisfied that, as a 
result of the efficient management which we 
have at Chillagoe to-day, within twelve 
months, instead of the smelters showing a 
loss, they will show a profit. 

Mr. BRUCE : \Vhen they are handled by cc 
Labour Government. 

Mr. KE:'\!NY: The Labour Government 
had an opportunity of handling Chillagoe, 
and we know w.hat a mess they made of it. 
If the Chillag·oe smelters are ever again 
controlled by a Labour Government. I would 
advise the people there not to continue erect­
ing homes and not to spend any money in 
opening new mines to supply the smelters, 
because the Labour Government would soon 
close the smelters. 

I wish to refer to the assistance given to 
prospec-tors throughout the Statt' Right 
through York Peninsula to-day prospectors 
arc wol'king in every direction .. and a nuln­
ber of them are making a good Jiying owing 
1n the action of the Secretarv for ::VIine,, and 
the Mines Department. -

1\ilr. FoLEY: Owing to the workers who 
subscribed to the fund. 

Mr. KEX:'\Y: I cm1 rderring to the vote 
for prospecting, and not to the unemploy­
rnent re1ief Yotr. The proPocctors in n1y 
electorate have been Yery fairly treated by 
tho Secretary for ),lines under the vote for 
prospecting. and I wish to express my appre­
ci <; t ~on of his action. 

I have also hMl a certain amount of assist­
ance from the Department of Labour and 
Industry in regard to prospectir:g; and that 
is havin.:" a big effect on a number of men 
who previously were looking for wodc The~, 
realise that it is better if they can get 
a'sistance to prospect to go into place: where 
there is an opportunity for them to malw 
a living; and quite a number of them h;;v~ 
got on to a nice proposition and a1·,. making 
good money. 

Mr. O'KEE~E: Can you give us any specific: 
cases'! 

Mr. KEKNY: It would not be fair fo, 
me to detail the number of men "-;w are 
making a decent living through the assistance 
of the D0nartment of Mines to-da''· and I 
do not intend to deal with that aspect of the 
matter. 

ll!r. Kenny.] 
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\Vhile a number of men are assisted to go 
out prospecting, the department should con­
sider the carrying of the matter a little 
further. A number of reefs arc discovered 
which arc really not proved; and these reefs 
could be proved if there was a battery plant 
in the vicinity. I would suggest that the 
Minister should act on the lines followed in 
\V estorn Australia, and place a few portable 
battorics in different parts of the North. He 
could place one at Croydon, one at Etheridge, 
and one on the Hodg·kinson field. The pro­
spectors could then got small parcels of ore 
from the rods and have them cmshcd in the 
battPry available, and thus prove the reefs. 
I ha, e in mind a small portable plant which 
could be shifted from one place to another. 
The adoption of this method would be very 
beneficial to Queensland. The- s,. stem ha, 
boon in operation in Western Australia, 
where it has boon very succ·•ssful, having 
been the means of proving a rmmbe,· of reefs 
that otherwise would not have be<>n proved. 
The Minister would be well advised in adopt­
ing a similar system in far ::'\orth Queensland. 

The Minister has also had an eye to the 
development of the mining industr:,: through­
out the State by granting concessions to 
different companie" to enable them to devel­
lop areas '\·hich are not developed to-clay. 
Each of these concessions was no doubt 
<:onsiclerecl on its merits bv the ::V1inister. I 
know the Oppe<ition wilf criticise some of 
the Minister's actions in this regard; but 
it is clc-intble that fnsh capital should be 
brought into Queensland to develop our min­
ing industry. No action which the ::.Vlinister 
may take, however. will enable the industry 
to be developed unless mono,- is brought 
here. Thf· ::V1inister has tried to make condi­
tions as · ttradive ae possible, and to encour­
age oversoa' capital to come in by granting 
czmcc· ;ions which would warrftnt the expendi­
ture of capital thoreon. That is a very wise 
action on the part of th0 JYlinister, and one 
that cannot be condomrwd by our opponents. 
I congratulat(' tbc bon. g0ntlcman on his 
attitudt~ in giving concf'qs]ons to these corn­
pan](-'· 

l\1r. Bm· 'E: Giving the country away. 

Mr. KEKc-JY: Tt is better to g-ivr' the 
conntrv "' .,,,. than to Id it decay. If by 
gTnng~ the,-;{; ronu:~sjonfl wo can causo a 
coupl0 of hundred men to be employed in an 
area, it will be a good thing for Queensland. 
I trnct the ::\Iinietcr's action in giving these 
concc"ions ,, ill have the effect of putting 
thoneanrb of mpn back into the mining 
industry, whore there is room for them. 

The l\1inister has made a vr,rt to 
Mount :Vlulligan in my electomte during his 
term of office, anr1. as I previously stated 
his vi~it was beneficial to the rninc'rs t.here: 
The hon. gentleman v·ould be wdl advised 
to considPr taking a further trip. He has 
mar!e cc trip to a portion of the Ethcridge 
fiel<l: but J would like him to take a trip 
right through th,. Etheridge and Croydon 
fields. Ho could then go from Croydon to 
the PaimPr. where the dredging proposition 
is in oncration to-dav. He should be able 
to obtain first-hand information. 

Th>lr. A .. J. ,JONES: Then someone would 
criticicd? his 1ninisterial expenses. 

:i\1r. KEc-JXY: It is the dutv of the :Yiini"­
ter to assist in the deYclopment of the 
1nining industry; an cl a!1)' critichnn of th0 
0xpenditnre incurrotl in thi~ direction is not 

rJrr. Kenny. 

,,-orthy of attention. The mrmng industry 
to-daY is dead; and I woul-d not care if the 
:Nlinist·cr's expenses wore doubled in an 
endeavour to obtain first-hand information 
in the interests of tho various mining fields. 
I invito him to make the suggested visit. 
and to view the dredging plant in operation 
on the Palmer area. The instttllation of 
this plant has resulted in the production of 
gold and in proving the scope for similar 
undertakings. 

Reference has been made to the visit of 
Mr. Ernest Hunter to England. I only 
regret that ho did not rerurn with the 
£100.000 which he sol].ght for the purpose of 
developing certain flreas in the North. The 
Uooktown -district and the l:'almer area woul-d 
havo benefited considerably if he had been 
succc .sful. The Palm er field and other areas 
of the North offer a wonderful scope for 
inn'stnwnt, with the po--.ibility of quick 
prcfitable returns. I could make many sug­
gestions on this vole, bnt I realise that 
funds are not aYailablc. The prosperity of 
Queensland in the future will depend to a 
ypry largo extent on the revival of the 
mining industry, and tho ~iinister is to be 
congratulated qpon his efforts to date. I 
am daily in receipt of mining and other 
proposals which arn submitted to the Minis­
tor for his consideration; and I am sul'L' 

that many that arL not favourable received 
would not be so n·eat< d if fund, were avail­
ab!,. I realise that other parts of Queens­
land haYe a claim upon the altontion of the 
Minister; and I ha\ e bePn rather generous 
in withholding my invitation to him for the 
past two and a-half years. I now feel that 
he should visit rnv electorate to see the 
various proposals submitted to me to-day. 
The people of the ~orth realise that a 
sympathetic Govcrnn1cnt is no1v in po-.,vcr: 
and little parties haYe been formed to work 
n1inco;; on tribute or on a co-operative basi~ 
with a view to obtaining a subsidy from the 
GoYcrnrncnt so that their proposals rnight 
be extensivPly developed. These proposals 
ar0 pro-.;ing a succcs~. SvndicatPs are 
dcwloniw; old fields i·hat h~ve not been 
worked for vears. Thcv hold that, if the 
Minister wore to consult the records of old 
workings, ho wonld be. justifiPd in grantinc;;,· 
a :~ubsi-dv with a view to reopening miue~ 
that would otherwise not be rc'opened. I 
r0aliso the difficult po,ition in which th•• 
Minister is placed. 

At 4.54 p.m., 
The CHAIR~rA:N resumed the chair. 

:\lr. KE""C\JY: Thc1·e is ahmdant eviclcnc(· 
chat tb .e mea hfivc faith in tlrf' propo>i­
tion, and jt would YJOL only Le a benefit tf, 
Queen~lltncl but to thr"C mr'I! who .,_re pt'P­
narecl to put their monP' into i1, 1f sonw 
aHistan~e WC're gi...-en ln ~this direction. l 
feel quite sure that dter the r,,turn of tlw 
l\1inistcr to BrisLme quite a number of 
propositions will be workinr-, and that a 
number of other, will only be awaiting the 
foresight of others \vho \~rcre garne enough 
to put a little cash into them. There Ill'<' 

many such opportunities offering in the 
Etheridge and Croydon districts. 

I take this opportunit,; of thanking th0 
Minic;ter end his officials for then· s'ym­
pathetic tnatmont of myself and tlre varioui' 
1Ili11ers and prospe-ctors who have had to 
do \vith Lhe departrncnt during the past 
ynar. 
" I '.vould ::tlso like to thank the Minister 
foe hi·, sympathetic tr0atment of the minNs 
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opcratini': en the' Bat a Yi:t goldfield. V cry 
little \YU' known of that goldfield; but the 
Mini,tN nt a geologi,t there to rerort upon 
it. Ho sent a man up to see if road 
accr'o.s caul be provided to the fiekl. The 
action of the department has resulted in the 
numiJcr of miners on the field increasing 
from eighteen to ninetv. whilr• the provision 
for road accus has enabled a batten· to be 
placed on the road over which previously it 
could not be transported. 

Mr. BlJTLER (l'ort Uu;·tis) [4.56]: I also 
would like to congratulate the :Minister on 
the sympathetic administration of his de­
partment, especially \7ith regard to pros­
J.lccting I thoroughly agree vvith the hon. 
membP>' for Gympic, who expressed a desire 
to have the Yote for pros'pecting consiclc1·· 
abh increased. That is one wav in which 
!he' Government could inve,.t ~onev verv 
prof\tably indeed, ail the result would b;, 
of Yery great profit to Queensland. 

I \voulcl recommend to the ::Winister that 
consideration be given to installing small 
Stah' batterie,, or subsidising small crushing 
plants on oomP of the old goldfields in the 
Gladstone district. l thoroughl:c· agree with 
the remarks of the hon. member for Cook 
that tlw c·reetion of small battery plants 
-~Nould giYe e1nnloytnent to quite a number 
d minen. I helve iE mind two goldfields 
situated in my electorate. T.he first is at Bool­
booncla, near wlount Perry, where several 
srnall f'hov;s are being '"·orked. A great 
dPal of prmqwcting work is going on, but 
there is not much encouragement for the 
n::.incrs to continue. because there is no 
possibility of getting th:c ore treated on the 
SfJOt. I am iu touch with the ~Iinister to 
,~et a3si::>tanco for a n1an \vho has a 'n1all 
5-heacl stamper battery, who desires to instal 
an oil "''gine costing about £120. I urge the 
:\1ini:"tcr to gi \ e this request sT, ~YJnathctic 
\Onsid0ration. as it ~.vould be a VPr~r excel­
l'·nt invc'"ment. The second field "I wish 
to draw the attention of the Minister to 
is th,, Tableland. situated at the bacri: of 
Glaclstone. Thi, field was opened in the eadv 
'seventies, when gold wa,s found by two 
G-ern)an:-. En•ntually a, s1nall battery VYas 
erected. nnrl a !nunh('f of sm -dl prospe-c6ng 
parties V.'Orke-<1 the field for vrar::; with 
sm "''· The field ·;as aliandonoci about the 
'nineti, '· hut about 1894 or 1895 some ~xpori­
cnce·! mi1wr.o from Victoria and \Y cstern 
P..ust.ralia. nrcustorned to working th~t clas'3 
of countr,:, ''.orkcd the field for some time. 
At that timl'. o"\ving to the cxce-,sive cost 
of >Larting and crn..-hing, stone ·l'ontaining 
on0 ounce or ovel' \vas \Vorked, although 
rnnn· reefs· \YE'rf' kno'\vn to cxi::'t \Vhich under 
prc.-.:ent-Uay conclitions ·,~·ith cheaper crushi11g 
and g:old at . a [HTmmm would pa v co· 
CTLratl\·c parhps hrtnr1somph,~. As the sur­
fv"cP stone \\ 1 s \\·or ked out· and the \Vater 
1e~·cl rea{'hed. the frcp cru.r::hing oxidised 
st01~0 cut out. very heavily mineralised stone 
tukmg 1h' place. which the local batten· 
was unable to treat, ns, owing to the absenc'u 
of efficrc·nt cononntrating plant at tho batieu 
and tlh' \Yant of knov:lcdge of the m·incrs 
the lmlk of the gold content was lost in 
crnP 1l1ng. ~\bont thi~ tin10-narnclv 1890-
must of the min0s were a hanclon0cl .. 'and for 
a tin--:e t}H? field stagnated as no o'nP would 
tackle, the problem of dcalinrr with the 
Fcfractory ore which existed b~low water· 
level. As I said before, oYer 200 men found 
employment on tlw field, the returns from 
which s'howc:d that it \Yas th0 chief gold-

producer in the Port Curtis district. As 
depth was reached, m,ost of the miners left 
the field for more attractive propositions in 
="orth Queensland, the field becoming aban­
doned about 1912. The opinion of an ex· 
periencecl miner, who has had thirtY years 
of Victorian anci \Vestern Australian min­
ing experience, and has had experience of 
the 'l'ablelancl field, is that the field has only 
been scratched on the surface, and unde'' 
modern conditions, using efficient machinery, 
tho'usands of tons of low-grade surface dirt, 
which in <·:>rlier periods could not be profit­
ably worked owing to the treatment costs, 
could now be handled protltably by CO· 

opcratin parties, rincling employment for 
a+ least 100 miners with m~ery prospect for 
perHlanenc.r· for a large nlunber of years. 

I trust thl' Minister will consider the ad­
visability of making inspections of field5 like 
this to sec if something can be clone t.o 
~ubsidi~~c any person -.,~·ho is preparet.l to 'i->Vrk 
it. 'rhcse n1ine~ \Verc abandoned becaus·e 
o[ lack of capital to instal winding machi­
nery, or becan"·e of th0 excessive rost o~ 
driving. \Yhat is required to reopen the field 
is i he erection oi a small five-head batterv 
of 1.500-lb. <tampers, equipped with an UJJ· 
to-elate concentrating plant, preferably a 
\Vifloy table and eyanicling v::ts for the 
treatm<Cnt of tailings. Later on, if t'w field 
justified itself, roasters' to deal with the 
concentrates could be added. In the mean­
time concentrates would have to be sent 
either to Chillagoe or Cockle Creek. By the 
mstallation of this plant, the cc .. t of which 
to the GoYcrnment would be more than 
i·ecompcnsed by indirect return:,, Cillt)lo~,-Incnt 
would be found for at lea·t 100 miners; and 
it might po,,ibly be the moans of opening 
up large" reefs, as the whole district is 
highlv auriferous. I trust that the Minister 
will give earnest consiclemtion to this matter. 

In conclusion. I congratulatn the Minister 
on the highly successful way in which he 
has' administered his department. 

:\Ir. O'KEEFE (Cairns) [5.5]: It is amus­
ing to hear the hon. member for Port 
Curtis advocating the establi hment of a 
new State enterprise, seeing that he and hi' 
jlart. condemned the late Labour Govern­
ment bccaU"'l" it ventured to assist the n1ining 
indush·y by providing up-to-date machinery. 
:\'ow the hon. member. under the guise 
of working the parjsh pump, is advocating 
that the Secretary for Mines should place 
a State batter:· in e.ome pvrtion of the Port 
Gurtis electorate. It j,, al ... o interesting to 
note that the hon. member for Cook agrees 
that SLLt0 enterprise,,, arc a necessity. 

It was refre-hing to he<>r the remarks of 
the hon. nwmber for Gympie. That hon. 
rnem ber rna de several snggcstions in regard 
to the industry tha,t might be well worth 
acc~pting·. Ho,, ever. I do not agree with 
the remarks of the hon. member in regard 
1to check inspectors. The hon. member 
stated that lwcanse a certain check inspector 
had bepn sent lo TownsYil!e he could not 
rnrry out hi, dutieB as an inspector in the 
mining- industry. I would point out that 
that man wa' very seldom at his home in 
TownsYil!e. He had to attend to his old 
district-Chill' go.o, Croydon, and out as far 
'" Clo'lf· n·r:v; and t.here is not the slightest 
doubt that such an officer is necessary not 
only for the protection of the men working 
in the minH. but also for the protection 
of the mines themseh·es. The hon. member 
;";Jtg"!;ested that a check inspector was not 
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necesc,ary, because, if the workillg miners, 
when going down a shaft, saw a danger in 
any portion of the mine, they could report 
to the captain of the mine or the shift boss. 
and that individual would see that the 
minerB were protected. I know from ex· 
perience that, when these conditions pre. 
vailed years ago, if a miner made more 
than one complaint he would be dismissed. 
We had unscrupulous managers in the 
mining industry who would stoop to dismiss 
a man if he compl:tined of any danger in 
the mine. That is what led the late Labour 
Government to have check inspectors 
appointed. In one breath the hon. memqer 
for Gympie stated that men engaged in 
the mining industry should be given greater 
protection when working in dangerous places, 
and in the next breath he said the pro­
tection at present given to 'these men was 
sufficient. I hope th0 Minister will see his 
way dear to haYe inspectors appointed in 
connection with the different mines, and 
esp0"ially at a place like Mount Isa. 

There is a g-reat difference between a 
miner and a prospector. I agree that it is 
necessary that monetary assistance should be 
granted by the Department of Mines for 
the purpose of assisting in prospecting ; but 
I say that the, Minister should sec that only 
pros peel ors are granted a'sistance from the 
Yotc for that purpose. Jnst because a man 
has worked almost a lifetime in a mine 
it does not say that he can be classed as a 
prospector. Prospectors ver7 seldom go in 
for deep mining, and they can hardly be 
classed as miners. Prospecting on the sur­
face is a job on its own; and it is only a 
waste of money to grant aid from the 
prospecting vote to men who haYe had no 
experience in prosr,·cting. I hope, there­
fore, that the Minisl•'l' will only grant aid 
from this vote to experienced pro .. pectors. 
="io other per'ion shOltld b • gra.nted as•ist­
ancc from the vote for prospecting. The 
r,wney allocated for prospccti•>g- should be 
given to bona fide and qualified pro~pectors 
only. It takes years fot a man to become 
a bone-fide prospector and be able to dis­
cover minerals; and it would be wisv for 
the Minister to refuse this as-sistance to 
applicants who haYe not had any experience 
in prospecting. Jl.1y experience in connec­
tion with the mining industry in the past 
has been that there has been too much 
money expended in erecting machinery on 
mining proper tie;; before they have been 
actually developed. \Ve have had hon. 
members this afternoon advocating the 
expenditure of public money for the erec­
tion of batteries. Vie have various State 
batteries in different portions of the State 
alreadv, and ycry few of them are doing 
any good. 

:\fr. KENxY: \Ve have not got portable 
batteries--that is what I advocated. 

J\Ir. O'KEEFE: The battery d In·inebank 
i' lying idle moro than ha]( the year, and 
men are out of work there. I am not blaming 
the Minister. There is no market to-dav 
for our minerals-that is the great trouble. 
I think it is wrong' for an hon. membn to 
advocat•• that fresh batteries should be estab­
liehcd when those alreadv in existence are 
not sufficiently employe,d. · 

Some two :l ears a go the Secretary for 
Minco refused assistance, to certain gold­
miners in my electorate because he had for 
many years resided close to the field in 

[}fir. O'Keefe. 

question, and the information he had gathered 
during his residence there was such that 
he could not' see his wav clear to assist that 
field by subsidising a fund to fix up an old 
battery which was then in existence. After 
some months several of the mines were 
worked, and the Minister saw fit to give 
assistance by paying the railage of parcels 
of ore from this mining field at ~Iount Peter 
to Charters Towers t-o see whether the reef 
which was being worked was worth while 
and would justify the expenditure of the 
repairs to the old battery there. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : That was quite 
e:mnd. 

Mr. O'KEEFE : Quite sound. Since then 
the field has improved so much that the 
sum of £300 offerod by the Minister has 
been refuse<:! by the ow 1rers, and they have 
paid that amount of money from their own 
pockets. The mill is working there to-day. 
That goes to show that one never knows, 
what may become a good field if assistance 
is giYen to it; but that assistance must be 
given in the right direction. The Ministe1· 
should be very careful, because we ha Ye had 
past experience of enormous sun1;;; of rnoney 
from oyerseas being wasted in the mining 
iEdustry by putting machinery on properties 
before the mines arc actually developed. I 
haye in mind a place at Stannary Hilis, 
\vhere no less than £100,000 of English money 
was spent in purchasing old buildings and 
machinery to place on one particular mine, 
and, after the expenditure of that money, 
only 4 tons of tin were recovered. \V e have 
only to go through the various fields in North 
Queensland to see the same position. The 
Minister should be satisfied that the mine 
has been really developed before he assists 
in putting machinery on the field. That i& 
wise counsel. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That o,1ght 
t•J have happened bdore we built a r.,ilway 
there. 

1Ir. O'KEEFE: Railways are quite differ­
ent propositions. \\'hen we are building a 
raihva::, we know ,,-hat sort of country "c 
are going into; but, \Yhen starting a mine, 
we never know what is going to happen. A 
wise policy would be for the Ministn to 
dacc the money in the ground fll·st. to 
dEYclop the miae; and, if the ore can be 
produced. the machinery can be erected 
afterw:;rds. A small man can get the a-sist­
ancc cf the Mines Department to develop 
a mine. That is whrat the vote is for; and 
l rge companies can help themselves bv get­
ting subsrriptions from the public purse. 
Then thcv come to the Government. and 
want the' monev mbsidised. It would be 
quite all right i(thc Mines Department could 
·tfforcl to make thc·c dnotmts aYailablc; but 
too much monev is made available bv the 
department to those companies and .1t the 
ex) 'nse of smaller prospectors. The money 
should be available to the genuine prospcrtol' 
without whose ahistanre there is little hope 
for th0 mining industry in Queensland. The 
GoYcrmnent arc fortunate in haYing the hon. 
membor for Gympie to advise them from 
time to time upon mining matters. 

I regret ihat the anticipated cleYelopment 
following the grant of large mining conces­
sions to overseas interests has not eventuated. 
La't year the Secretary for Mines stated 
that Mr. Ernest Hunter had actually secured 
£100,000 for the deyelopment of the Palmer 
field, but it is to be regretted that Mr. 
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Hunter was compelled to return empty­
handed in face of the fact that large conces­
sions had been granted. It merely indicates 
that overseas people are not prepared to 
invest in mining undertakings in North 
Queensland. We cannot expect capital to 
be invested in mining industries in Queens­
land if we perpetuate the fatal policy of the 
past of allowing bogus managers to spend 
capital foolishly, particularly in the purchase 
of machinery when the field has not been 
developed. 

T,he Minister may claim that he has no 
power to deal with this matter, but the 
Government should take the necessary power. 
If the Government are prepared to grant 
concessions involving public property, then 
they should see that the money raised is 
expended for the purposes for which it was 
raised. We do not want in the Korth a 
repetition of the past-batteries springing up 
iike mushrooms in times of prosperity, 
machinery placed on any old hole without 
any prospect of recovering the cost because 
the wealth is not there to be won. These 
practices have settled the mining industry 
in Xorth Queensland, and these are matters 
that the Minister should take into considera­
tion. He should have power to see that 
money raioed for the purpose of developing 
a concession from the Crown is spent for 
that purpose. Hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of good money has been wasted in 
the mining fields in Korth Queensland, and 
they have such a bad name in investing 
circles in other parts of the world that they 
eannot now attract a suificient amount of 
capital. All this has occurred simply because 
t.he PKpcnditure has been entrusted to incap­
' ble people who expended the money in a 

manner contr<try to the purpose for which 
it was raised. The Government have had 
no power to deal with these bogus com­
panies. 

:\fr. BUTLER (Port Curtis) [5.23]: The 
hon. member for Cairns took me to task 
for advor,J.ting the establishment of s-mall 
batteries on abandoned fields. 

J\Ir. POLLOCK: As State enterprises. 
?.Ir. BUTLER: They should be estab­

lished either by private enterprise or, if 
an experienced man has not sufficient capital, 
them he should be subsidised by the Mines 
Department by way of a loan. The hon. 
member for Cairns made the extraordinary 
statement that it was rather foolish to aclvo­
cate the establishment of small batteries on 
abandoned fields because there was little or 
no rrarket at the present time for minerals. 

:\Ir. O'KEEFE: I did not '"Y that. 

Mr. BUTLER: 'l:he hon. member said 
ilwrc was no market for minerals at the 
present time. There is certainlY a market 
for gold. This report appeared ir1 the "Tele­
gTaph '' of to-day-

" Owing to the high price of gold, the 
Xew South \Vales Rugby League has 
decided to discontinue giYing medals to 
players. Gold is £6 l<+s. 9d. an ounce, 
and the cost would be prohibitive. Last 
:-car £714 was spent on medals. and at 
the nresent price the amount woi1ld total 
nc:arly £1,000." 

The hon. member for Cairns said that it 
would not pay to mine gold at £6 14s. 9d. an 
cunce. He suggested that it would not be a 
connd undertaking on ih< ''art of the Govern­
ment to subsidise small portable batteries 
«n proved goldfields to deal with the old 

\\'01-kings. That was an extraordinary state­
ment. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Mr. Roberts, I rise to a 
point of order. The hon. member for Port 
Curtis has accused me of saying that the 
Minister should not subsidise small batteries 
to enable miners to crush their ore supplies. 
I did not make that statement. What I did 
say was that, instead of installing State 
batteries on these goldfields, it would be better 
if the Government spent this money in the 
way of advances to these people to enable 
them to develop their mines. The ore which 
they would win would then pay for the 
machinery. 

The CHAIRMAN: I hope that the hon. 
member for Port Curtis will accept the 
explanation given by the hon. member for 
Cairns. 

Mr. BUTLER: I think the hon. member 
for Cairns misunderstood me. I advocated 
installing small batteries on goldfields, and 
I am quite prepared to accept his explana­
tion. I know he has had a great deal more 
experience in mining matters than I have. 
He certainly did say that there were no 
markets for minerals at the present time. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: For base metals. I said that 
I did not blame the Minister for the stagna­
tion in the mining industry. 

:\1r. BUTLER: Many goldfields have been 
abandoned because it was too costly to win 
the gold; but, with gold fetching- as high as 
£6 14s. 9d. per ounce at the present time, 
goldmining is an entirely different proposi­
tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. E. 
A. Atherton, Ghillagoe) [5.26]: 'l'he hon. 
member for W arrego referred to the conces­
sions which were given to the Commonwealth 
Mines Preliminary Syndicate, Limited, and 
lvlr. Alexander Macdonald in the hope of 
encouraging people to invest capital in the 
mining industry .of Queensland, and also in 
the hope that the resultant prospecting work 
would kad to the discovery of something 
worth while. I make no apologies whatever 
for having granted those concesoions. :Most 
hon. members were quite in favour of grant­
ing the concession to Mr. Alexander ::Y1ac­
donald, although I cannot remember whether 
the Opposition were in favour of granting 
the concession to the Commonwealth J'.1incs 
Preliminary Syndicate, Limited. The fact 
\Yhich prompted me to give the concession 
to l\1r. Alexander Macdonald was that he 
\Yas the last man in charge of a company 
that had worked a proposition in the conces­
sion area.. That area has not worked for a 
eomiderable number of years. 

}lr. BEDFORD: That is quite so. I only 
complained about something which happened 
subsecruent to the granting of the concession. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
last mining leas~ in the concession area 
gmnted to Mr. Macdonald was forfeited 
quite a number of years ago. J'vlr. Macclonald 
was previously responsible for no less a wrn 
than £500,000 having been spent in that area. 
I know that he brought nea!ly £100,000 to 
that field, and during the time ho was there 
he produced metal~ valued at £186,000, which 
auount was put back into the ground again. 
Mr. Macdonald no doubt anticipated that, 
if this concession was granted to him, he 
would be successful in raising the necessary 

Hon. E. A. Atherton.] 
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capital; and I am sure that every horl. mem­
ber hoped that he would be. He went over­
seas to raise the capital, but, unfortunately, 
was not able to raise the capital required. 
He must have raised some capital, because 
at the present time he is employing twenty­
seven men on a mining leasehold within 10 
miles of the concession area. That is the 
work done by Mr. Macdonald up to the 
present. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Fred Reid is his overseer. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is 
quite correct. 

The SE\'RETARY FOR MINES: Cp to 
L1e present Alexander !vl:acdonalci has abided 
by the conditions which Wc\re imposed upon 
hin1, requiring him to do a certain amount 
of work withm a cert.oin period. I can go 
so far as to say that he is really in earnest 
in prospecting this arC'a. 

Mr. BEc)FORD: J'\o one objects to that. 
IV" on!,- object to the misrepresenta.tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Mr. 
Macdonald applied to the Department of 
lVIinh for the use of a diamond drilling 
plant for that area. \V e had a plant lying 
idle at Chillagoo and another at Hartley. 
The one a.t Chillagoe had already been 
applied for, as the hon. member -for 
Charters Towers knows, for his district and 
a promise had been given that the 'plant 
would be available for Charters Towers. 
Although it had not been removed from 
Chillagoc, I did not feel disposed to go back 
on my promise to the Chart"rs Towers 
people and allow .Mr. Maedonald to take 
that plant. I told him, however, of the 
plant at Hartley, which we were prepared 
to send to him provided he paid the freight 
from Hart!ov, so . much rental per week, 
and the return frmght to Hartle, when he 
was finished ·with the plant. ':.Hr. 1\Iac­
donald immediately wired for tho plant to 
be s•nt to Chillagoo. The day before it 
huAed there we received advice from him 
not to send it there, but if it had been 
sent, he ·sould pay the e~penses that had 
been incur1 ed .so far in doing so. lie had 
made up his mind to put down shafts instead 
of doing diamond dl'illing. That v.i!l give 
some 1dca of the earilostne,s of this gentle­
man. It mav be .arg-Lwd that it is better 
th~t _ shaf_ts shon Id Le sunk ; but, in my 
opm10n, 1t would have been wiser to drill 
the area first. Still, it was a matter for 
the man in charge to decide. 

',Yith rc·.:;ard (o the Commonwealth Mines 
.Prc 1iminarv Syndicate. Limited I admit 
that they ha.ve .not done as much 'as I should 
Jn,-e likecL The Queensland Government 
h.Lvc done their iob. but the concessionaires 
whibt keeping within the condition hav~ 
not done all that was expected of th~m. 

Mr. \V. Fonc: \N SMITII: Do >·ou mean thcv 
have not carried out the spirit of the cm;­
ccs-;ion? 

The SECRETARY FOR Jl.liJ\'ES: 
Exarily. I am hoping that ihov will do 
more in th~ near future. They ~re boring 
at Percy at the present time, where JI.Ir. 
Berry is at present LJ(<1ted. He, by the 

ay, has boon in charg!l of the diamond 
drilling in almost every instance in Queens­
land. 

1\lr. A . .J . .JONES: Is that the company 
which did " The Oaks"? 

[Hon. E. A. Atherton. 

The SECRB:TARY FOR lVII::\ES: The 
company which did "The Oaks" was prac­
ticallv a local syndicate, to whom I gave a 
certain ana of land for six mouths, stipu­
lating that they must deposit £1,000 in the 
Department of Mines, Brisbane, in order to 
show their bona fides. I knew they were 
only going to test out, principally with 
assays. They sent about 1,000 samples for 
assav to Clonourry and Charters Towere, 
and· I agreed to ;-et urn a portion of that 
£1,000 for the payment. of wages and 
expenses as they went along. Seeing these 
people did not act up to the spirit of the 
agrcotnent, we are not gra.nting any more 
collcession"' unle.''S the per:-ons ccEcornod are 
prepared to put down a certain sum of 
money to show their bona fides. To-clay I 
am negotiating with a certain gentleman 
for a concession up in the very far North, 
and one of the stipulations is tha-t h(• must 
put do,\n £10.000. He wants an area of 
2,000 acres. There are many people who 
seem to bo in earne·'t in these matters, and 
hundreds of propositions have been put up 
to me. 

Mr. IV. FORGAN S:mTH: People want con­
cessions in order to hawk them·_ 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:;\/ES : I ctrt 
assure hon. members opposit0 that I am 
doing! everything possible to try to stop that 
practice. I know as well as the hon. member 
for vVarrego that it is a bad principle; 
and now we are imposing more stringent 
conditions to force these p<lople to put up a 
deposit that will compel thPm to do some­
thing or else lose their money. If they 
put up a deposit and do not do ',omething 
within a certain period, they forfeit their 
deposit. I hope by that means to block 
the go-getters to whom the hon. member 
for IVarn·go referred. 

Mr. Pc.'.SE: ·what about the man who 
went up to Cairns in .J uno last? 

The SECRETARY FOR :YliJ'\ES: Ther~ 
were some wonderful leaders in some of the 
daily papers saying that these conce .slon~ 
'-''ould be granted. I say quite frank!v that 
I was not prepared to grant concessiOns to 
that c-cntleman on the representations that. 
he made. I told him I vas quite prepared 
to meet him and give him all the assistance 
possible. He said that he not only repre­
sented certain people but t 1wt he h:td tlw 
moncv in the bank; and, if I went to a 
certain bank, I could fincl £8,000,000 there. 
Whether t.he £8,000,000 wa' there or not, I 
am not prepared to sav. I told him he 
could not get exactly wliat he required, bnt 
I could meet him, but, of course, he 1nust 
pay a d, posit. The minute I mentioned the 
deposit, he sad, "\Vdl, how much?" I 
caid, " I just can't tell you on the spur of 
the moment. but wit,h the area you want it 
would not be less than, say, £2,000; and 
by th~e time vou showed your bona fides and 
proved your8elf by starting work we could 
refund the £2,000." His replv as that he 
thought the Queensland Gmcernment ought 
to gj \ o him thE'se conces.jions without pay1np; 
anything -,·hatover down, and he would not 
pay-wit.h " few adjectives-one halfpenny. 

Mr. BEDFORD: Didn't the person you gave 
conces,ions to want the Government to give 
him £1,000 to pay his expens<:o to London? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
dealing with this individual just now. I 
naturallY said I was sorrv but I was not 
prepared to do bnsinc,,s or1 thos0 conditions; 
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that he would have to put up £2,000. He 
immediately told me what they did in 
Canada. He said, " In Canada, if they knew 
a man of my standing was coming along, 
they would immediately oend a return ticket 
to England; and, when I landed, they would 
send an escort with me and pay all mv 
2xpenses to whatever place I wanted to go." 
I said, "Unfortunately, we are not in that 
position.'' In certain quarters I got hauled 
over the coals for not granting this conces­
sion; bnt, pos-.ibly-although I say it myself 
-I might have had a little more knowledge 
of the g·entlcman than the people who criti­
cisecl Le. ·while not attempting to disparage 
him, I c:o not think t,hat in his whole life­
tiine he ever had an,y experience in n1ining. 
The first time I remember him he was selling 
pianos for Beale and Company up in 
:Yiarc•eba. and the second time I knew him 
he was pl~tying the violin in the orchestra 
at the Babincla pidures. Possibly he may 
have had £8.000.000 .standing be,hind him. I 
tried to meet, him as much as possible; but. 
"·hen h said that he was not prepared to 
pay a penny pieco .dov'YTI as a doposi t, I waR 
not prepared to g-ive him any conc<>s,ions. 
1 c ,n assurl' hon. members we are tightening 
up on the,,,e concessions. 

The hon. rncmbcr for \Van·cgo also referred 
to the unfortunate crisis at lVIount Oxide. 
~o matter "·ho-e fault it ic. it is verv unfor­
tunatr> that Puch a crisis is in progTess at 
Mount 0-.-idc; but it is difficult to dPcide 
"·bother it is better to do as the hon. mem­
hor for Grcf!cry su~ge tcd-that is, to close 
the mines E'YPr.:c time a dispute arises. \Vhen 
copper j~ brinp:ing £30 per ton it is impos­
sible tG JI"Y these pcopl' the wages they 
\\·ere paid "·hen. irrespective of what the 
hon. n1crnbcr for \Yarrcgo n1ay say, copper 
was £83 per ton. 

l\Ir. BEDFORD: How long· is it since copper 
was £g3 a ton? 

The SECRETARY FOR l'liiKES: In 1929. 
Chillagol' ,, ·a-::; not then operating, nnd they 
\:ere ,!J]o '" send the ore to Port Kembla­
that is the point I wish to make. When 
C()ppcr \.Y.I:~ £83 a ton the:v ·were sending 
tl•.- ,ir ore to Port Kembla. Naturally when 
cor per fl'll to £30 a ton they could not pay 
those wages. 1 do not know whether it is 
correct, !Jut I have it from the management 
at Mount Oxide tha,t Uw-, ofl'ered the miners 
17s. a claY. but thev clicf not· see fit to take 
it 1f th; 0 people» could not possibly make 
the mines pay, there \Vas only one 8.lternaw 
ti' • fo them, and that was to ·,eo if th<> 
rn>n wc'n' pr(~parcd to take a lo-wer rate. 

l\'Tr. !iYXF:S: B~cauc.::., yon suspend :cl the­
metal1iferou~ 1nining a\vard. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is 
not a fR('t. 

:\ir.I-IYXES: You instructPd .)Our manager 
ac Ch1lla ·~oe not to grant them any further 
-conc,:ssion, unless they accepted a lower rate. 

The SEC"HETARY FOR :MINES: That: is 
r.ot true; but I '-<ay that the'e mines, includ­
ing- Mounr Oxide, have worked for consider· 
ably longer than thev would hay0 work,,d 
had the men not been removed from the 
Ind1ntri:l Court. The Trekelano mine ''as 
working at piece,vork when it ceased opera­
tions in April, 1930. Thcv were still under 
the Industrial Court award. and they ceased 
work !cecause they could not carry on, 
although rho ruling price for copper was 
then £68 7s. 6d. per ton. From that date 

to the end of October not one ton of ora had 
been received at Chillagoe from the Treke­
lano mine. All the ore went to Port Kembla 
for reasons bf•·t known to themselYes, 
although I tried my very best to get it s<ent 
to Chillagoe, because I realised that, if the 
ore was sent to New South Wales, it would 
give to men in that State work which should 
have been giYen to men in Queensland. We 
are all human, and it is up to each and 
eYorv one of us to look after our own Sta tc 
and ·help our O\YD people to earn their bread 
and butter. I sent the manager of the 
Chillago~- smelters to interview these people. 
and they pointed out that some expenditure 
would be involnd. However, they decided 
Lo try it out fo1· a month, bnt copper fell to 
£44 10s. per ton. Certainly Chillagoo has 
been giving them a fair deal. They ceased 
to send ore to Port Kembla when copper 
was £68 7s. 6d. per (on, but thE'y commenced 
to send it to Chillag-o6 \vhen coppc•r was 
£44 10s. per ton. 

~Ir. PoLLOl'K: You must take the freight 
rate into consideration. 

The SECRETARY FOR :lVIL\lES: The 
difference between the h'o prices entirely 
counteracts the freight rat('. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: They had to sead high­
grade ore to Chillagoc, whereas they were 
f"nding low-grade ore to Port Kembla. 

The SECRE'I'~\RY FOR l\JI),'ES: Port 
Kembla refused to take the higher-grade 
ore. 

Mr. A. J. JoxES: They did not want it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is so. \Ve per· aaded them to open again, 
and operations were commenced in Novem­
ber, 1930. The hon. member for Gregory 
,-as not correct when he stated that the 
bulk of the ore cam!' from the Trekelano 
mine. For a pN"iod of twelve months ended 
September, 193L the Trekelano mine had 
"uppliecl 4,000 tons out of a total of 12,209 
tons. 'l'hat mine employed a considerable 
number of men at the lower i'ate and that 
was the only chance of carrying on. How­
ever, copper fell to £30 15s. ne!. per ton, 
and the owners decided that it would be 
unprofitable to continue operations any 
longer. The men were prepared to con­
tinue at the lower rate, but the owners 
decided that it would be unprofitable with 
copper at the ne•x low rate. These wpre 
the rates-

Price ncr ton 
£ s. d. 

Ma.: 39 15 7 
June 35 5 0 
.T ul 34 0 0 
Augusl 02 0 0 
Septembe-r 30 15 7~ 

:Mr. BEDFORD: Plus exchange. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: Of 
course. 

iVIr. :UuLLAX: Are you aware that the 
price of copper has incroaRod by £7 13s. per 
ton :3incc the reduction in .. wages? 

The SECRET~\RY FOR MINES: 
Possibl v so. It has been sugge,ted that the 
Cloncu;ry field had been damaged by the 
Gov<ernment. but the reopening of Chillagoe 
has not been to the detriment of Cloncurry. 
In fact, it ha<> been a big advantage no\ 
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only to the Cloncurry district but to Queens­
land as a whole. The reopening of Chilla­
goe resulted in the employment of a con­
siderable number of men. 

Mr. HYNES : According to figures submit­
ted this morning, more ore was previously 
produced in the Cloncurry district and sent 
to Port Kembla than now. 

'The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes, 
when copper was more than twice the presenl 
price. 

Mr. liYNES: You say that more men are 
employed now. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. 
Naturally less copper would be produced 
when the price was !eH than half. If we 
take an average over a number of years, it 
will be found that the present amount sup· 
plied is not very much below the amounts 
previously supplied. If Chillagoe had not 
been buying when the price fell, then Port 
Kembla. would not have been buying either. 
Port Kembla would not have purchased 
even if the freight rate had been maintained 
at 12s. 6d. per ton. 

Mr. HYNES: There is no evidence of that. 

The SECRETARY FOR JYli:'\ES: 
Don't forget that many a man has been 
hanged on circumstantial evidence. Port 
Kembla is unable to buy once copper falls 
below a certain price. 

I take exception to the attitude of hon. 
members opposite, because, when they sat on 
the Government benq.hes, thev never advo· 
cated the carriag·e of ore by rO:il to Chillagoc 
smelters at a greater rate of height than 
that charged on ore railed to a proprietary 
smelter. The Government found it was 
impos;;;iblo to carry ore fron1 Cloncurry to 
Chillagoe for 14s. 7d. per ton. The Secre­
tar'_: for Railways, who "atches over the 
interests of his department Yery closely, 
raised the question that 14s. ?cl. \,as not a 
reasonable freight r.ate. I agreed with him, 
ctncl said, "vVe will make it £1." Yet the 
hon. membsrs for Townsville and Kennedy 
have accused me of doing something which 
'"as not in the best interests of the railwuys; 
and even suggested that the Mines Depart­
ment should pay a subsidy of £20,000 per 
annum to the Railway Department to make 
up the loss incurred by that department in 
carrying ore from Gloncurrv to Chillagoe. 
They evidcnth' overlooked the fact that the 
freight rate on ore fromJ Cloncurrv has been 
incre:Ised by 20 per cent. since r' took over 
my department. \V e should be all true 
Quecnslandcrs and endeavour to keep both 
trade and money in our own district and 
in our own State. Evidently the motto of 
the hon. members for Townsville and Ken­
nedy is to >md money which should circulate 
in this State into New South "'Wales. where 
tlwir friend Mr. Lang is in power.· Some 
hon. members opposite went m'er th0 border 
to assist to return J\fr. Lang to pOIYer so 
they are right behind him. ' 

Mr. HYNES: You are not actuated by 
patriotic motives in having the Cloncurry 
ore treated at Chillagoe. You are onlv 
actuatec1 by a desire to hold your seat. " 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I shall 
be quite honest with the Committee. The 
lqss on operating the Chillagoe smelters 
for the past two years has been £45,000. 
That loss, unfortunately. is solelv accounted 
for by the low price of base m"etals. The 
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hon. member for Paddington referred to the 
smelting charges at Chillagoe; but the actual 
loss on the operations of the Chillagoe 
smelters for last year was only £1,600, the 
balance of the loss being attributable to the 
metal market falling after ore had been 
purchased at Cloncurry and smelted at Ghil­
lagoe. During the last nineteen months that 
the late Government operated the Chillagoe 
smelters-and it might be said that for 
years the smelters were operated merely to 
make the Chillagoe seat safe for Mr. Theo­
dore anc1 the pre-"ent hon. member for Cairns 
-the total loss for nineteen months was 
£508,000. There is a 'ast difference between 
£45,000 and £508,000. 

Mr. POLLOCK: There is also a big differ­
ence in the extent of the operations. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: I admit 
that there was a big difference in ' the 
volume of business. and also in the manner 
in which the business operations were carried 
out ; but, unless I am forced to do so, I will 
not touch upon that point. 

The hon. member for Bowen referred to 
several matters affecting the coal industry 
in his district. \V e were all very pleased 
to see him in the Chamber, and to be well 
enough to make a speech. 

Mr. HYNES: Good old Char lie! 

The SECRETARY FOR MI="ES: It is 
" Good old Charlic !'' He has the sympathy 
of every hon. member, no matter what poli­
tical views he may hold, in the severe illness 
through which he l1as just passed. He is a 
white man. (Hear, hear!) I sincerely trust 
that his health will improve. and that in 
futuro he will not feel the strain to the 
extent that he did this afternoon. The hon. 
member for Bowen referred to the drop in 
the export trade of Bowen coal. I quite 
admit that, but the export of coal is a burn­
ing question in Australia. 

Mr. W. FORG,I-'< SMITH: It is a big problem 
in moe'" coal-producing countries. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: It is a 
world-wide problem, but we are concerned 
with the problem as it affects Australia. 
So far a, the export of coal from Queensl11nd 
is concerned, we are handicapped to the 
extent of at least ls. per ton compared with 
New South \Vales, because the Common­
v, ealth Government subsidises the exnort of 
coal from that State to that extent: That 
is a very big handicap on Queenslanc1. 'What 
is sauce for the goose should also be sauce 
for the gander, and Queensland, as one of 
the States of the Commo,nwealth, is just as 
much entitled to that concession .cs :\Jew 
South Wales. 

:'\1r. DASH: Have you made application for 
it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES: Yes, 
and un to the nresent we have been unsuccess­
ful. Indeed, there is very little indication of 
our being successful, although I claim that 
Queensland is entitled to the same concession. 

It is better to have a limited number of 
people at work than not to keep pace with 
modern developments, and in that way lose 
the whole of one's trade and throw all the 
men out of work. In order, therefore. to 
meet the situation and effect reduced costs 
of production, >Ye have introduced coal .. 
cutting machines at the Styx and Bowcn 
mines. At Bowen particularly w,J hope that 
the introduction of that machinery will lower 
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the costs, and enable us to obtain part of 
the export trade. I think it was the hon. 
member for Paddington who said that at the 
present moment we cannot have an export 
trade with the East--

Mr. A. J. JoNES: As against South Africa, 
I said. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That 
is quite so. Under present conditions we 
{:annat expect to gain any of that trade. 
South Africa is giving a rebate up to Ss. 
per ton on export coal ; and we have not the 
slightest chance of competing with her unless 
either the Queensland or the Federal Govern­
ment is prepared to grant a rebate to the 
same e"tent. 

~\1r. O'KEEFE: 'Why do the CEtirns people 
buy ::\' ewcastle coal? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Be­
cause th· shipping companies which take 
;:n·ay the bulk of tho sngar-one shipping 
comp;.ny take· away 90 per cent. of the 
sugar----c<ln afford to carry coal to Cairns on 
the return yoyage at a particularly cheap 
fr. ight. These shipping companies are 
intcrcduJ in collieries, and are able to sell 
coal to thte Cairns Harbour Board at a 
cheaper rate than the board could buy that 
£( :d fron1 Bowen, although at the present 
1noment no colli.._ry in Australia. is selling 
coal cheaper at the pit's mouth than we are 
doing at Bowen. 

Mr. O'I.(EEFE: The raihnt~' freight Is 
greater than the fr-:ight on the boats at 
Newcastle, 

The SECRET.\R Y FOR i'nl:'~ES: At that 
tin 3 l think the freight ('rl thP raihvay 
fro1n Bo,y,;n "as 32;;:. 6d. per ton, and in 
order to trv to hold th;, hnsinc·.s, I ap· 
pronchccl Uw SecrPt~ry for T~ J.ilw~tys an cl 
d(·kf:d for a con·:'c~-,ion in fr0ir,hts to ~as,:ist 
the coaln1lnin~· indu~tr~.· in ~nCcnsland. Fie 
wa_ ~ mpa-:-hctic and gaYf' rnc: a special 
rate 2.;,, 3d. per ton on bc~half of the 
Cairn'! I-Itll'bour Board. At that rate "\VC 

could L,t'-~c cnrriv:1 on: Lut, ~1nfo1·tunat~ly, 
at that time the price of cc ·l in tl:0 Southern 
StaLe~ ;_·, 1_;:;, ~.,.:::.d- c• -1 bv a bent ?: pc~ ton, and 
t.hat l ducLioil c-:t out tlr: Bo~s( n co::d~ 
rninc :c'J L,r "S the Cair.:.1s I::arbour Boa1_ '( 
\';-as con~u·ned. 

!·ll". 0 1I('".'EVE: \Vhat about the council? 

The SECRCT.\HY FOR J'.lil'\ES: The 
council <iS getting a con .iderablc quantit. 
of it' coal from 1\Iou:ot 1\Iulligan. At the 

tjrne ~~fcunt }\iulligan_. unfortunf'.~cly. 
hart of \Yatcr, and is· only cap:::tblo of 
a ccrt•in number of hOurs per day 

nn a c · tain nu1nber of cbys per week, and 
is r.ot h1 to produce a-, •·ueh c0al as it 
could sell, which is Yorv unfortunate for 
~.1ounl; ~\Iulligan. · 

Thr hc:n. L1crnbcr for Bo-,;~_·pn said that, if 
wr c0uld g-::-t the export bus]nc~··, 1,\ c would 
:;ave the Government a consid0rablc- sun1 
of n " y, and v.ould thereby be able to 
kf'rn th0 111iners' in th'!- BoYven coal mint: 
fuliy unp!o:.·ccl. Unfortunately, at the pre­
sent time the men emnloyed in the I3owen 
coal L;i~:e an· rot getting anything like fuli 
tin1E>. I think the average for last year 
1Yas fo 1r and a-half dftys· a week: and 
during the la'<t ft:nar1ci ·l year the avorago 
earnings of the coalminers were £295 9s. 
per n1an. Under pre:sent conditions, ,1--~hen 
everyone is suffering, I do not think the 
tnincrs 1-rorking in the Bowcn coal mines 

L 'Ye n,ny s·anL ground for cornplaint-not 
that I have h0ard that they have com­
l'l~incd. I ea/ quite frankly that I haYe 
never heard a complaint from the nnners 
there. 

cdr. BReCE: 'Vhat caused the strike at 
ih" Downn coal n1ines? 

The SECRETAR'i FOR MINES: When 
we :mstallc,l cutters, naturally "\v'P did not 
fpc) inciined to pav ·the same price for 
machine-cut coal as !or c0al hewn b. hand; 

FC .,imp!·.- offered thorn a price for 
coal. \Y (' ,:vo:.:ked it out on a basis 

\votdd allow the miners to nwke a 
Yt'rv fair \Ya :;c_. and, to sho~v how q~riou·­
the · strike \Vu-~: I n""'ed only say that the_,: 

.re ou-'-.--
~.·:r. I3HLCE: For a couple of wce:l;;:,'3. 

Tlw SECRETARY FOR HI~ES: I do 
Lot think it was a couplo of weeks. First 
of all, v c put the~.1 on "\V ages, and told 
them that wc expected them to do a fair 
nay's work to see how much they could 
Lone ;tl~· rn~t ouJ 'V'l e had an ef::tirnate of 
what they were getting out, and they ex­
ceeded what I might term a fa.-ourab:e 
clay's work. I am not taking the men on 
the best bards. The first fortnight they 
worked at rho 1 qtc we offered they m<lcle 
'n average of £1 18s. 9d. per shift. If men 
in those da:;s are c;. palJle of earning £1 
J Ss. 9d. per shift, they have no reason for 
complaint. Some of the men put out as 
hi;h as 23 tons per shift, and they went 
down to us· lm\ as 1S tons- that is, 9 tons 
Jit'r man. 

~\le. FOLE"Y: The cost of the explosives 
corr1cs out of that. 

The SECRETARY FOR :'cliNES : The 
:

1
xplo;;ives ar~ not a Yery h(:_ a v~,~ iten1 in 

tne Bowen rn1ne. 
Mr. G'KEEFE: If the R qi)way Department 

i:: ju· tificd in reducins the rate on Cion~ 
cun·y ore to keep tb·, Ohillagoe n1eltcr.0 
.L,oinr_::-. why doe~ it not reduce the freight 
on coa I to Cairns? vVhy allow the money 
to go to ::;c \V South "\Yale,,? 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR ::l'I;\;ES: I was 
jn~t going i o deal \vith that :in rny reply 
t.J the qtFst ion of the hon. member for 
Do· 't '' regarding the price of coal to the 
rail,., a:· Der utment. 'rhe hon, member 
stated that, according to the "'l.uditor­
Gcner<!.l' _, report, ,,,~ -;vere supplying coal 
to the railv, ays nnder cost of production; 
bJJt there is sorne rnisunderstanding about 
t'•c matter. \Ye daim, and the Railway 
Dep:ntmont recognises it, "hat the depart­
ment has not paid the full price that it is 
entitled to pav for that coal. I have no 
hesitation in saving that there would be no 
trouble in making an adjustm·ent with the 
Railway Department; it is just a matter 
of adju ting aococmts. \Ve shall render an 

ccount to the Raihvay Departrn.cnt for the 
difference between what the department has 
paid a11d what it ought to have paid, That 
will mean that the department will pay 6d. 
per ton OYer the cost of production. That 
is the understanding with the Railway De­
partment. Whether that is a good pro­
po,ition or not is questionrLble. Some people 
think it is not, but the Secretary for Rail· 
wavs thinks tha.t it ie, I say quite candidly 
that I do not sec why the Mines Depart­
ment should be called upon to supply the 
railways with roal at the rate of 6cl. per 
ton over the cost of production, because, if 
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the Bowen coal mine was not there the Rail­
way Department would be paying a great 
deal more for coal than it is to-day. 

l\Ir. KmwAK: In 1917 the Hailway Depart­
ment used to pay from 33c. to £2 per ton. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I 
think that for the Ja,t twelve months the 
average price hao boon between 13s. and 
13,;. 6d. per ton. 

The hon. member for Kcnnedv and the 
hon. member for Townsville both "claim that 
I should FUbsidieo the railways; but I claim 
that the Railwav Department should sul;!sidi?e 
the l'.1ines Departmen't, because "e are 
saving the Raih;ay Department a sum con­
siderably greater than £20,000 a vear by 
the operation of the State coal ;,1ine at 
Bow en. 

Mr. KIRWAX: You could save £50,000 a 
year. 

Mr. 0' KEEFE: Could not the State coal 
mine get the Cairns Harbour Board busi. 
ness? 

The SECHET.'cRY FOR :YHNES : I am 
still striving to get that business. I re:tlise 
a6 v. ell the hon. member does that it is 
verv bad business for our people to be com­
pelled to obtain their coal from New South 
\Vales; bYt I admit that in order to get 
coal at a reasonable figure, they are corn­
polled to do that. 

).lr. O'KEEFE: \Ye are paying doles to 
men here whilst the :\"e,, South \Vales 
miners are rea;>ing the benefit. 

The SECRET\RY FOR MINES: I am 
leaving no stone untnrned to try to get the 
business which is offering in )/orth <iuecus­
land, and which at the present time is 
going to the other States. I am not en· 
deavouring very strenuously to take away 
local rrado that other coal mines have got, 
becanse ~we all ha vc to live; but I arn using 
every endeavour to meet the situation in 
co11neetion 1:rith coal which coinPs to Quoent:­
laul from the other St: tos. 'l'h ~ onlv c. a! 
which the Cairns Harbour Board u~scs j 1 

for the dredging operations in the channel. 
Mr. O'KLd: It u·es 50 tons a day. 

The SECRETARY FOR )JINES: How~ 
t 'Tor, we have hopes at the present tirne of 
;,etting ba.ck a little of the export trade. 
\Ye are negotiating, and have a good chance 
of being able to capture an e~•:port tr,.cde 
po"ibly running into 10,000 tons per month. 
If we caul d get busin·- 3S to the ext, nt of 
10.000 tons a month, it would reduce our 
cost;. 

0' KELE : ~~;,bout 300 tons a wr-c k goes 
to Cairns Harbour Board. 

Th~ SECRETARY FOR l\1I~ES: We 
should then be able to sur ply eDal at a 
choa.pcr rate tban wo are doinl=! to-dav. 
Unfortunately. Bm~ en and other~ parts ;,f 
::".:orth Queensland are placed at a disad· 
nmtage geographically, bee .use the boats 
which come acmw; frou ]\' ew Caledonia fir:;·! 
of all go to S."dney. They have no cargo to 
loarl at Bow en: and, if they go to Bo\s en 
to take on coal instead of taking it on at 
Newcastl:., the:· have to go to Dowen for 
that express purpoee. T:1ese hoats have to 
proce.ed to N e,,·castle and Sydney foe eo a l· 
and 1t would be too expensive to run frorn 
Sydney to Bowen for coal when they have 
no wading to d1scharge at Bowen. 

[Hon. E. A. Athcrton. 

The hon. member for Flinders adopted the 
'Yrong attitude in endeavouring to put up 
the best possible case for the Cloncurry diF­
trict. I am not blaming him for his atti­
tude because I know that hon. members 
on b~th sides arc prone to give most of their 
attention to their respective districts, in~ 
stead of regarding Queensland as a whole. 
It is all very nice to Le loyal to :; our own 
district, but ''e should study Queensland 
as a whole. 

Mr. STOPFORD: It costs the State £45,000 
per annum to l;!e loyal to you. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI)JES: And it 
cost the State 0\~er £500,000 per annum to bo 
lo:; a! to Mr. Thcodore. The hall. member for 
Flinders complained that we had handi­
capped the copper gaugers in the Cloncurry 
district; but we have not only assisted the 
companies, but have purchased ore from the 
gougers as vn..:ll. The gaugers are now 
unable to operate on account of the low 
price of metals. They had every confidence 
in .the Government w.hen a reasonable price 
prevailed for copper; and that confidence 
was maintained. I am sur0 that 95 per 
cent. of the ~oougers in the Cloncurry dis~ 
trict would say that they had received fair 
trcatmc·nt fro1n the Chillar-oe sn1elters, ancl 
that is saying a lot, 'l'hero are always people 
to be found ~·."ith a grievance of some descrip· 
tion. Thcs~· gaugers ,yould not have conM 
tinned so long i E the Chillagoe smelters had 
not been operating. 

The hon. member referred to the grant of 
£3,400 made by the Government to· the Vul­
can mine. If the undertaking is as successful 
as we anticipate. then it will be worth 
£300,000 to the State of Queensland. There 
is no district in the whole of the Common­
'"calth that stands to gain so muc.h by that 
as the C!oncurry district. 

Mr. BRUCE: Another State enterprise ! 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: ::\o. An 
amount of £3,400 "as loaned bY the Govern­
ment to a:csist to; erect works that co't about 
£10,000. 

Mr. BRucr~: Is it a case of " I-IE;'tds I win, 
tails you lose ? " 

The SECHETARY FOR MI:\'ES: "\o. 
The amount will ho repaid by way of royalt:y 
on every ton of ore treated. 

?dr. MuLLAN: It wa.·• weil woi"th trying. 

The SECi:tETARY FOR lVII.:\ES: U'lfor­
tmL.ttely, shortage of water has not e•1ablcd 
operation·, to be carried on as the c ,mpany 
anticipated; but, should the proces for tr·eat­
ing this ore be a success, it will be of 
distinct advantage to the Cloncurry district. 
At the present time ali coal and coke usred 
for smelting operations in the Cloncurry 
district must be carried GOO miles by rail; 
but under this new process of treatment all 
copper ore will be tr.ated on the P.pot, and 
the only commodity ,., quire cl will be salt. 
Ono ton of salt will be used whcr 100 tons 
of coal and coke are required to~ day. This 
treatment plant is only a emall one, and is 
built on tho principle that the hon. members 
for Cook and Port Curtis referred to. It is 
portable and is easilc· transfer.ible from one 
place to anothc;r; therefore, after all the ore 
at one mine has bu:-n treaL?d, it can be 
removed quite easily to some other part of 
the district, and the expense r, ill not be 
more than £3.0CO. That is a very sound 
business proposition. I am sure all hon. 
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members hope that it will turn out to be 
the success that is hoped for. 

::Vlr. MULLAK: There is a large amount of 
the special class of ore in tho Cloncurry 
district which this plant treats. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The 
hon. membor for Flindcrs referred to the 
number of accidents in the Cloncurry mining 
chstnct; but he should have quoted tho 
percentago of accidents to the number of 
men working. The number of fatal accidents 
per t_housancl men employod in the Cloncurry 
distrJct last year was 1.92. That is lower 
than the rates in 1908. 1909, 1912, and 1918. 
Ir, the years before 1908 there was a larger 
proportion of fatal accidents. 

Mr. BRuCE : 'J'herc were twice as many 
men working in tho district then. 

Mr. McLLAN: I merely followed the prac· 
tice of the mine inspector in givina- the total 
number of accidents. He neYer"' gave the 
percentages. 

The SECRETARY FOR ~II.\'ES: C'nfur­
tunately the number of accidents at Mount 
ha was greater th.:n, one would like to suo; 
but we must remember that accidents are 
liable to happen in the initial stages of a 
~igar.tic Ycnture like ll1ount ha. Onh­
thosc vvho have seen ~:Iount Isa can realis~ 
the huge amount of machinery installed there 
and the magnitude of the operations. Mr. 
Speaker, 'vho accompanied me V) l\Iouni Isa 
last May, was astounded at the imm<>nsitv 
of the opei~ations. rrhe inspect<Jr of rninevs 
puts in the major portion of hi' time at 
::\Iount Isa, and is watc'1ing opt~rat.ions rr1ost 
ce,rofully. In fact, that official l1:1s naid H'n" 
clmc attention to the Mount Isa '~iHo, and 
it is hoped that for the future the number 
of accidents will be lessened. Ewer>"ono "-;]! 
admit that human lives are mon ~ ntluablo 
than money. 

:vir. Mn.LAX: What about appointing a 
resident inspector at Mount Isa '! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There 
;, something in the argument that a resident 
inspector of mines should be appointed at 
}Iount Isa. I was impressed with that fact 
so much that a month ago I asked the Chief 
Inspector of 1\1ines, ll1r. Jackson. to report 
on it. I did so because I cousidcred that 
the operations at Mount Isa warranted the 
appointment of a permanent inblY· tor there. 
:\Ir. J ack·on will shortly furnish me with a 
l'Opor! on the subject. It is not fair to 
compare the number of accidents in the 
Cloncurry district last vear with the number 
of accidents in tho past fifty years. The 
ex-Secrctarv for l\1incs will bear out mv 
'.tatement that until the last fc ,, voars n; 
mine own •r was compelled to r~port an 
accident happening in a min0. whereas to­
day every accideA must be reported to the 
department-and rig1·tly so. That is merely 
k· oping pace "·ith the times. 1\'atur!llly the 
provision \voulcl have been made whatever 
Gov0rnment was in power. rro-dav cv,\rv 
accident. must be reported. · 

l'vh. BRUCE: There were fe\ver fatal acci­
dents in ten Years at Mount Elliott than 
the1 c ha vc been in two years at Mount Is a. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Mount 
F:lliott was not \VOrked on the c,am-· gigantic 
scale as Mount Isa. 

Mr. BRUCE: There were 900 men working 
.1t Mount Elliott at one time. 

T)w SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
have heard a lot this afternoon about the 
" glory-hole " system, and of how men have 
to work through a dead-end. Until they 
get that hole through to the surface they 
have to work undor unploasant conditions 
but, w,hcther he did so intentionally or not: 
the hon. member for Mount Morgan misled 
the public into thinking that that is tho 
"ay the men are still working. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I didn't say that. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Once 
they _got through the " glory-hole" they are 
workmg on the surface. Tens of thousands 
of to';,s of material comes through one " glory­
hole,_ so that they are not made eYery clay. 
I thmk one everv two months would be a 
YCI'y high average. 

The hon. member for Mount lVIorgan was 
Yery much concerned about the withdrawal 
of the check inspectors. I make no apology 
for reducmg the salary paid to tho~e inspec­
tors--

::\lr. IIYN~S: It ·,,·as a subterfuge to get 
rid of them. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do 
not. clony that. It was the most ridiculous 
P,?Sitwn that anyone could possibly get into. 
I1.on,. m ern hers opposite say that there must 
ho .mspectors on the spot, so that, if an 
accid~mt happens, an inspector may be avail· 
able nmnediatoly .. I ask hon. members oppo· 
site what the po'-Itwn was when Mr. Pascoe 
was in Brisbane, Mr. O'Brien in Mount 
:11org,m, and ::\1r. \Yilson in Townsville. In 
the latter case, if an accident happened at 
::vlount Isa and lV1r. Wilson was in Towns­
ville at thr: time, it would take him some 
clays to get to Mount Isa. Is it not far 
lJetter for the men to appoint one of their 
O\YU men as an inspector? 

::vl_r .. STOPFORD: They alw1ys had that in 
adrhtwn to a check inspector. 

The SECRET AnY FOR MINES: The 
~ystem might ,have been all. right if an 
m~pector could 11ave been appomted at eYerv 
mme. I Ybnturo to say that the men are in 
a far better position to-day. To-da7 the 
Government are prepared to pay the inspec­
tor, and do not ask the union to do so. 
[t was a false step when the Labour Govern­
ment appointed those three inspectors. 
because they were not serving any useful 
purpose !tt all.. The position was unnecessary. 
(OppositiOn dissent.) The lives of the men 
<tre just as well protected to-da-. as thev 
were when the L, .. bom' GoYermnent were 
in office·. There is just as much in 'pectiou 
and 'upervision as previously. 

The hon. member fpr Jl.1ount ::VIorgan 
adop~s a queAr attitude; one might almost 
call It a Communistic attitude. (Opposition 
laughter.) It was in a threatenirw attitude 
that the hon. member said, in effc~'t, " It is 
all r1ght so far, but the minute Mount Isa 
>hows a profit, then look out!" 

Mr. STOPFORD: History will show vou that 
tha,t has happened in th~e past. • 

_The SECRE'l.'~\RY FOR 'III\'ES: Imme­
diately the company is likolv to get a small 
return from the £3 000 co·o or £4 000 000 
which h<l.s been expended' at Mo;mt Is a. 'the 
hon. :nomber for Mount Morgan says there 
IS gmng to be a strike. That is a wrong 
polLv for th_e hon. member to preach here, 
or oven out:.Jde, and I am surprised at him 
preac;hing it here this afternoon. 

Mr. STOPFORD: Human life is more valu­
able than dividends . 

Hon. E. A. Athtrton.] 
" 
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The SECRETARY FOR MI:\fES: That 
has nothing to do with it. The hon. mem­
ber is trying to sidestep the issue. 

'The ban. member for Rockhampton re­
ferred to the rates offered at St~·x 2'<o. 3. 
The r:>.tes paid at Styx No. 3 are sufficient 
to cnable thos·f' miners to earn as much 
monPv as is earned by the miners at the 
Boweii coal n1in~, 

Mr. STOPFORD : If you say that, you knc, ". 
nothing alJout mining. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am 
not making these statements frorn my own 
expPrionce. I am rn:l.kjng tho statements 
on the information snpplied by the officers 
of the department. They say quite candidly 
that the: men can earn os mu-ch at the• 
Styx mine as can be earned at thG BowLn 
mine. ·we have offered them just a frac-
6on rnore at the Styx mine; and I [llll 

quite satis·ficd that the miners there can make 
a.s much rnoney as :is made at Bowe"l. 

· Mr. FoLEY: Why should you be the judge 
of \vhat the:'io men can earn? 

Tlw SEGHETARY FOR :\II:'-iES: I am 
not the judge. I am running the depu·t­
nwnt in rny way. I can quite understand 
hon. mcmLero opposite believe that their 
method· arP ri.,ht; but as I am in oppo­
silion to them, it is only natural that I am 
not going to run the department their way. 

l :r. bTOPFOP.D: "'~Yhy not give tho lTICn r:. 
cha·,ce of being lwud? 

The CHAJRM"\N: On]c,r! I would lilw 
to draw attention to the fact that two or 
thr :·c hou. rnem hers on the Opposition s'idc 
are continual!:; interjecting. I c.•nnot allo',; 
thi·, continv<tl dialogue. Hon. members oppo­
eito ,. ill have an opportunity of replying 
after the 2\finister hao completed his speech. 

The SECHETARY FOR Yi:IKJ<:S: The 
hon. member for Leichhardt refcncd to 
t!:J,o export of coal, and I have dealt ver"; 
full,:- v:ith that already. I would point out, 
howcYt l', that, in rcf;a.rd to any st a.rn 3 feet 
or under, we have reduced the royalty h:v 
on· -h -, E "ithin the la •t month or two to 
try to n1c, t tbe situation. 

I\,fr. FoLEY: That is not suffici0nt. You 
should ha vc an inveotig-::ttion. 

T'''" SECRETAHY FOR 1'11I~ES: It is 
Id! Ycry well to give what is' sufficiem 
with your left hand and ruin your right 
hanc1. Tha~ is the whole trouble. We are 
trying to reduce the cost of production; and 
the trouble is that in some of the mines the 
rr· m do not want a reduction of costs. The 
only wuy of getting an export trade is fir,t 
to re,:uce tho cost of production. Unfortu­
nately, quite a number of our collieries are 
not on th8 seashore. In New South Waleo 
Ino~~ of the collieries are situated in a 
b · ttu- position than the collieries in Queens· 
lar1d, as they are right on the seaboard. 
\Yollongong, for instance, is on the seaM 
coa,t, jutting ri:.,ht out into the sea. In 
Queens'land our rriines aro 50 miles. 80 miles, 
and 300 miles from the seaboard. If our 
co:tl mines in Queensland were on the sea­
board .. v:o would be quite capable of cop­
mg wrth tho export business; but, when 

o h"'·e to forward coal by railway for 
bO, 80, or 300 miles, it adds to the cost 
of production. That is the whole difficultv 
with the coal position in Queensland at the 
present time. 

[Hor.•. H:. 1i. .Ajherton. 

The hon. member for Gympre, in reply 
to an Opposition member, mentioned what 
we were doing- in regard to assistance to 
prospectors in this State. I think the hon. 
member for Bowen said he would like to 
see more liberal treatment meted out to 
pr02pectors. The hon. member for Gympie 
s],')y-ed that, whereas we are giving £1 a 
week to single men and £2 a week to mar­
ried men, the New South Wales Govern­
Incnt are only allowing Ss. a week; and in 
Victoria prospectors can only get 5s, worth 
of provisions a week, and are not given 
the 5s. in cash. I do not think anyone can 
find fault with a Tory Government, such 
as hon. members opposite charge us with 
being, when vve con1pare the assistance Wi! 
give with that given in other States which 
are controlled by Labour Governments 
Victoria is giYing just one-eig-hth, and l.\cw 
South \Yales is giving one-fifth of what we 
arc giving. 

I rtuite realise the complaints of the hon. 
member for Bm,:en. It y.ould be very nice 
il' \~ e could give moro than 1ve are doing; 
and I would be willing to do so if it wcrfl 
not that, owing to the present financial 
pcsition, we cannot give any rr1oro. No one 
can throw stoncJ at us for not giving n1or~· 
\vhcn our bvo adjoining Labour-governed 
States are on]:: g-iving 5s. and Ss. per wee:~c 
respectiYely. They do no1 seem to worl'y 
a bout the workm·s. 

I\Ir. O':F;.:EEE'E: Labour, when in pn,wor }n 
Quce.tlsland, gave 50 per cent. more than 
.\ ou arc giYing to-day. 

The SECFlE'l'APvY FOR ;n:'\f'S: 
Although tbe Labour GoYerninent g0~.,e bO 
per cent. more io single rnen than ~>VC a.re 
giving now and have )yen giving for the 
:Ht- eighteen Inonth,;;, nevertheless for thL' 
whole of the period they wei'O in powc;r they 
only distributed £8,000 in this direction. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: VIe had not so many uncm, 
played. 

The SECR.ET_._\RY FOll ~IINBS: \.:.:·c 
have given £12,500 ou~ of the procpccting 
vote. \-xt:r e p;ive £1 a ~'-·cok to siHgle rn0n 
ard £2 a v,-eek to married men ; and no I: 
2 per -JE nt. of the single men ho,ve an,)' 
ccmplaint. to n1'ako about it, because the:," 
realise tha.t they can lrve better on their 
£1 a week tlmn th :ir comrades and frion•h 
who have wives anci families can live c.n 
£2 a week, and they o.re prepared to make 
some sacrifice. I still think that the British 
spirit exists among the miners and thn 
single men of Queensland. They have the 
bulldog spirit, and arc prepared to bear their 
share of .o3crifice to try to help the mor0 
unfortunate men with wives and familic' 
to keep. ~\pparomlv that does not appeal 
to the hon. member for Cairns, who only 
thinks about himself. and lets the other 
fellow g;o hang. · 

Tho hon. mer .. 1bor for llosewood referred t:') 
the oil question. I think wo are all very 
disappointed with the oil position in Queem­
hl,d to-day. We were in hopes that we 
would have struck oil in some part of 
Queensland before this. I can assure thR 
hon. member that we have at the present 
time in the ChiPf Government Geologist of 
this State a ma.n who is just as capable as 
the CommonwPolth Geologist. The opinion 
of Mr. Ball is just as valuable as the opinion 
of Dr. Woolnough; but the opinion of Mr. 
Ball has not always bcoc1 adopted because 
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the companY promoters were more con­
cerned "ith making "oil" for themselves 
than extracting oil from the bowels of the 
earth. The company promoters were con­
cerned about the profits to be m'ade by 
the fluctuations in the price of shares. The 
hon. memqer for. Rosowood was one who 
walked right into the business. I do not 
want the people to assume that the geolo­
gists of Queensland are not doing tb eir part 
merely because lengthy reports, written by 
Dther gooloc{ists, a ppoar in our local news­
papers. 

Mr. :!\IAHER: I did not suggest that. 

Th~e SEr'RETAHY FOR :YIINES: I am 
sure tho pr'ople o£ Queensland and of _\us­
tralia ha Ye l Y0ry confidpnce in tho geologists 
of ('uc0nsland. :\Ir. Ball is just as e'.P" ble 
as Dr. Woolnough, although the Queensland 
Government are quite prepared to co-operate 
with Dr. \Yoolnough as much as possible. 
I am not an expert in the discovery of oil. 
and I cannot say whether the me+·hods 
adoptr·d are wise or not. _\ method of aerial 
suney does not appeal to me very much. 
The hon. member fot Flinders stated that 
an aerial survey had been made of Mount 
Tsa; but it must be borne in mind that in 
the case of minerals t:herc are some surface 
indications in the nature of outcrops visible 
by air: but I am told that there are no 
surf .cc indications with respect to oil. 
There would be surface indi0>tions with 
re~prct to Jn1nerals in 99 per cent. of ca;;;e'1. 
However, if the experts say that an aerial 
sunPy may be effective in the discovcrv of 
oil, tlwn I am prepared to encourage such 
a project. 

Th<' hon. member for Cook ha·, referred to 
the J\Iount :vrul!igan coalmine. I appreciate 
the sacrifi< e and the whole-hearted manner 
in which the Mount Mulligan minero have 
carried on their work. There are no other 
miners '> ho were prepared to put their 
shoulder to the wheel in such a willing 
manner as the sixtv cdd men who hav'e 
endeavoured to win coal at Mount iYiulligan 
for the past two yearo. They are a credit 
not only tc Mot>nt ])1ulligan but to anv 
countrr in lhc world. They were prepared 
to battle against all odds. and to combat 
all difficulties in a cheerful. smiling manner. 
Operatlons had not been long in progre"~ 
when a br~ak occurred in the machinerv. 
Thev had adhered so lovallv to their con­
tract that I y·as prepared to' assist them in 
every possible way. Only one plant wo.s 
procure ble in Australia-a second-hand plant. 
although in use for only one week-and that 
was situated on the border of New South 
Wales and Victoria. We were successful in 
pnrchasing thct pl>mt for £1,700. The Mount 
Mullig"<n miners did not have 1 700 
farthings. Thev were three months out of 
work '.Yhil~ the Government were inquiring 
uncl nr E:;otiating for the purchase of th0 
plant rdc•rred to. That brouo-ht them verv 
close to Christmas. " " 

Mr. KEN:\Y: They ·did not squeal either. 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\IES: No; 
they kept on smiling. They said thev were 
preparl'd to repay the amount, provided the 
Government: were willing to purchase the 
plant. They offered to repay by way of 
a royaltv o.f 6d. per ton on the coal pro­
duced. Chnstmas came, and I was prepared 
to help them by advancing a sum of money 
to carr.:· them over that pd·iod. I am sure 
that the men appreciated 1Yhat I did: anJ 
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I did it because 1 apprec;ated their action 
in being so loyal to Mount ;}fulligan and 
putting their shoulder to tlH' wheel and dmug 
tl:eir part. I regret that , f, the prescmt tmw 
the rr1iners at ~lount ~Inl1igan arc working 
on part tinw owing to the s< arcity of water. 
I have assisted them in every pos·,ible 
manner because their attitude has been 
deserving of it, and I think that every miner 
there appreciates it. 

I alw dt'sire to pay the same compliment 
to the copper g·ougers all over Queensland 
who haYe assi~ted to kePp the Chillago<1 

srnoltcrs opcr tting. I know that some hou. 
members oppooite would prefer thi, copper 
ore to be tr,,nsnoricd to Port Kembla. Thc'e 
rninors have b;en prepared to continue work­
ing, cvPn although 90 per cent. of then1 
ha.Yo not earned half \Yages. The-,(~ 1nen. 
\Yho aYe \YOrkino· for themselves, have con­
tinued on in the 

0

hopc that they would either 
strike it rich or that the price of metal 
would increase. 'l'hey realise what Chillagoc 
has meant to them, and I appreciate th, 
efforts they ha Ye made to keep the emeltcrs 
going. 

I appreciate, too, the service which the 
workmen at the Chillagoe smelters have 
given. I was told that three men formerly 
did certain work which is now done by one 
man. and that, if l persisted in that policy. 
there might bg trouble. I replied that we 
could not afford to have that \\ork done 
bv more than one man. I am glad to say 
that the work has gone on without inter­
ruption. Every man has been quite prepared 
to carrv out his job, and, whether three men 
formerly filled the position or otherwise. 
thcv did their \York with good grace. The 
men are still working at the smelter'. 

11r. BRUCE: They had no choice. 

The SECRETARY FOR :!\fi::'i'ES : 
visited Chillagoe last May, and there was 
a verv contented and happy c.·owd of work­
men there. They arc to 6o congratulated, 
not only on the work they are doing in 
their own interests, but on the work they 
have been doing in the interests of tbrs 
•vond·.'rful State. \Ve must remember that 
the £147,000 worth of copper shipped over­
seas from Chillagoe •vas £147,000 of new 
money coming into this State, and that 
amount would probably mean ns much as 
£1 000,000 which was merely turned over in 
thd S: 1to. I am quite prepared to allow the 
public to judge what has been done by the 
pre. ent Gov,"rnm, nt at Chillagoe and Mount 
Mulligan. 

T.hc hon. member for Cook referred to 
tho possibility of establishing portable batter­
ies on some of thr; small goldfields. I haYe 
never ceen one of these portable batteries, 
although some are in operation in Western 
Australia. The suggestion might be per­
fectly sound, but finance is the stumbling 
block. \Ve must realise that, before a 
battery is i~e,o;talled on a goldfield, there must 
bo ore at ;:;nss or in sight for it to treat. 
I shall have inquiries made in Western Aus­
tralia as to how th0se batteries are working 
there. If thev are succc8 sful. due considera­
tion will he given to testing. one in Queens­
land. 

The hon. member for Cook gave me a very 
pressing invitation to visit Croydon with 
him. I am only too anxious to visit Croj don, 
which at one time ranked fourth or fifth 
on the list of gold producers in this State. 
I hope there will flhortly be a revival of 
mining there. J had hoped to visit Croydon 

Uon. E. ,J. Atherton_] 
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L fr,rc Christmas, bnt the O[Jposition of hon. 
member' on the other side to Government 
legislation has been such that I shall not be 
able to do eo. I can assure the hon. member 
fo>1 Cook that, if it is at all poeoible to visit 
Croydon early in the new year, I shall be 
onlv too pleased to go with him. 

The hon. member for Cook also referred 
to the assistance given by the Government 
to tho miners on the BataYia River goldfield. 
I make no apologies for that assistrtnce. or 
for ·whet we- intend to do there. I claim 
that the'" far-distant mining centres aro 

orth, of t.he most lib era] consideration. 
Thcv ·are certainlv more deserving of con­
sideration than pr-opositions within 20 miles 
of the metropolis. Every person who goes 
hundreds of mibs out into the bush to try 
to increase the wealth production of the 
St .. te will be assisted. Batrtvia River is a 
Ycry great distance away, and is a ver~­
awkward place to get at. vVe realise that 
the mo,t feasible way to get there is from 
the >Yest coast. At the request of the hon. 
member for Cook, I sent a geologist there. 
and later I sent a man to report on the 
road. Unfortunately, the report has not yet 
been furnished. As a matter of fact, when 
the man who was sent to reuort on the road 
rPturncd to Brisbane, he cn,lled at my office 
and 'aid that he could not then furnish a 
report as he hat! to get informalion from 
the Marine Department as to the depth of 
water at different places which he had 
visited on the cast and west coasts of the 
peninsula. Unfortunately, on the second day 
after his return to Brisbane that man took 
>eriously ill, and he is at present an inmate 
of the Brisbane General Hospital. If his 
rerort had boon furnished and was fayourable. 
then something >vould ha YO been done to 
make a passable road to the Batavia River 
field. 

A fortnight ago I approved of as istanc<' 
being give_l for the erection of a bat,cr:· 
there .. ns mining operations l1a,_,, been C'Ofl­

siderab!y handicapped lH•cansc of the primi­
tive methods employed. The nwthod bein·' 
adoptt'c1 is one with old log boxc ·, th·otl[;h 
'vhich \Yator is sluiced, v, hilst nt the ~arne 
ti1ne a rn ·n with an iron ht,rnr . .:Jer break" 
up the material that 1lns'ses through thi' 
sluice. The gold that was not sav-e.! ,, as 
missed; and rnorr vvas rnis;ed than ·wa~ 
saved. I-Ion. 1nembers will grt ~Ollk' idea 
of the >vasto that has occurre-d when I tell 
them that on 6th October last one man 
g-ot 106 oz. of gold from his tail waste. 
Perhaps 60 per Cell!. of tho >Yash or rubble 
--it is more of n 11 ash than anything else 
-is_ being laid a:"idc. The pri1nitive and 
ub,olctc method adootcd is for the miner. 
with knife in hand, i:o scl-clch off any gold 
that mav apTJC:lr on the surface of the 
ore as 1t p-~ through, and then ('as't 
the ore Thero i-? ncadv 3.000 ion'~ 
of that material available. Sho.rhge of 
finance was th~ handicap to dm·eloprncnt tck­
ing place; so I have aprn·oycd of an advDnC'r 
in order that a. l: 1tten· mav be erect~tl. 
When that work is con1pletc'cl. it will be 
possible to treat the sto 10 which has been 
thro\vn on one side-stone that is· worth 
3 oz. to the to,-,. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: \Yhat w" the 1·eport of the 
geologist on that field? 

'The SECRETARY F0R :\H?\'ES: The 
geologist reported that hr would like to 
sec more work rlonn and sonw of the shafts 
put do\' n to a greater depth before he 
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1\0cild exprPss rrn opinion. He rccommcnderl 
l ~1at we should not g1 Ye any pro:.-;pectors 
ass'i ·tancc to go to that locality. as we would 
haye to finance thPse people to get down 
rrt least 80 feet before they could do any 
good. He said it was no good giving thes.­
prm,pectors £2 per week for four or eighL 
'.Yeeks; it would have to be given for six 
months, if giYen at all. 

Son~o hon. n1cn1bors haYe asked n1c to build 
batleric< or to aso<ist in the building of 
b>Ltterics. As Secretary for Mines. I shall 
n _Ycr r(ronln1ClH1 the GoYcrnnlrnt to buil~l 
Oatteril ~. I arn quito prepared to assist 
people to build batteries; but on this matter 
I am of the same opinion as the hon. 
member for Cairns. The trouble in the past 
has been that too much money altogether 
hac, been spent on machiner_v before prov­
ing the mine. People should spend their 
mono-,' in devdoping a mine, and, if they 
han' de.-elopcd tho mine and it proves to bo 
v;orth ::~.nything, \Ye are ahvays qujte pre­
pared to help them to build a battery. 

vVe have received numerous requests for 
assistance to pay railage on a given quantity 
of ore to the nearest battery; but, before we 
offer to assist these people, we ask them to 
send us down a sample for assay; and, if 
it does not assay up to a value that would 
make it worth treating, \\'C have refused to 
pa:;- the freight to the nearest battery. That 
is a very sound principle. The hon. member 
for Cairns quite agrees with that, and I 
would not give any assistance to the :Mount 
Peter people when they sent stone to the 
battery. I said, "I will be fair, and, if 
the g-old is there, I am prepared to assist 
you." Later on we sent a geologist to the 
field, and, after the geologist returned, I 
changed my mind. I changed my mind more 
as a result of the fact that 30 tons of ore 
sent to Charters Towers averaged 2~ ounces 
to the ton. That is what influenced me in 
advancing £300 to renovate the battery. 

The hon. ·mrrnbcr for Cairns suggc~trd that 
we ~·honld only grant <~c,.s1star:cr to bona flde 
prO"lL :tor.:::, but he Vi nt so far a::;: to sa-­
that. if hvo mc'n went ant. they must both 
be bona fi rle prospectors. I do i10t azre- in 
that rc;"arcl, because. if t', o men go out 
prospecting, especially if they are going to 
~ink a f'haft and onr man js exp(·ricnrcd, 
he will soon teach the othN man. You 
cannot turn a man dmn1 if he has an 
experiencnd man with him. 

At 8.10 p.m., 

Mr. FRY (Jiurilpa), one of the panel of 
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman 
in the chair. 

The SECRETARY FOR 3.li:'\ES: The 
principle wo follow is that if Olie is a pr~c­
tical miner, then we are pr •pared to giYe 
assistance. But I do agree with the hon. 
member for Cairns when he saYs !hero is a 
Yast difference between a n~iner and a 
prospector. A miner is not a prospector, 
and a pro·pector is not a miner. :'\umbcrs of 
n1en ''-rite down fo1~ prospecting assistanc0; 
and thev sav thev have worked in the 
deepe't 'mines in Charters Towers and at 
Ballarat; and I immediately say that these 
men know nothing about prospecting. 

Mr. O'KF.EFE: Men in the mining industry 
to-day cannot get assistance; :vet you grant 
\Lid to men who have never be•'!l in the 
industry. 
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The SECRETARY FOR ::YIIJ'\ES: We can­
not give assistance to everybody. \Ye take 
the advice of our mining inspectors in the 
different centres; and, if there is no mining 
inspector in the district, we take the advice 
of the warden as to a man's capabilities and 
character and whether he is a good worker 
or not. I quite admit that there may be 
honest prospectors who hfne not had ascist­
anC'f\ while others who are not genuine pro­
spectors havo received assidance; but we 
endeavour to a:csist genuine prospectors. 

I desire at this stage to 'thank the hon. 
member for Cairns for the complimentary 
remarks he passed this afternoon in regard to 
Irvinebank. He said that he did not blame 
me in the slightest for the closing of Irvine­
bank, as it was due to the stagnation in the 
metal market. I will state what the hon. 
mCl,.bcr for Cairns srLid on 23rd October in 
regard to IrYinebank. He said. " They 
reopened Chillagoe and closed down the 
treatment works at Herberton." I say that 
statement is not true. 

l\fr. O'KEEFE : It is true. 

The SECRET \.RV FOR :HIXES: The 
battery at Irvinebank is no more closed 
down now than eYer it was. \Vhen thF·e 
is any ore offering, it is open. I£ the hon. 
member for C'<tim' harl a 25-ton parcel ( f 
ore for trr·atment at the batterv it would 
be working inside twenty-four h~urs; but. 
unfortunate!:·, o ,,·ing to the low price of 
m·etals, it is not in constant work. The 
hon. member was quite honest about it this 
afternoon-there ha \'8 not been 25 tons of 
ore o~ering. I hardly like to say what I 
an1 do1ng for Irvinebank, as son1e hon. mem­
bers opposite might say, " Why don't you 
do th 't for Cloncurry?" \Ye have O'iven 
Irvinebank prospecting assistance durin~ the 
last twelve months to the extent of £1,1211ls. 
9d. 'That has J,een done to trv to revive 
tho position at In~incbank VI hi eh is in a 
critital condition to-da~,~. ' \Ye ta.ve ul6o 
expended the sum of £233 on the renovation 
of tho bc~ttEry, "lld ,,~e are spending a sum 
of about £200 in renovcting the; dam there. 
\Ve are doing all that .is posE!ible Ior 
Irvincbauk; but I cannot wave a fairy 
wand a.nd put tin into the ground in such 
quantities. that can. work the battery 
at the pnc"l that oiTcnng. I never closed 
Irvinebank. 

I would like to say a few word~ to refute 
the criticism hurled at me on 13th October 
by (,he hon. n;;mbcr fOl' Cairns, as reported 
m H .•nsard of that date to the follow-
ing effect:- ' 

"\Ye have a complaint from Chilla­
goe to the effect that the brother of the 
present Secrotary for Iv1inr~ has cert.ain 
land under occupation license while 
certain men are refused areas ~f same 
for tobacco grmvin.e;. What is the reason 
for this? Influence ha~ been brought to 
bear by the Secretary for Mines." 

told the hon. rne·nber for Cairns that I 
was snrprised at hirn, and said "\Yhatever 
c·ou do, plav fair ~·· \Yhen I read that 
staten1ent in "I!ansnrd" at Rodcliffe, where 
I had gone on arconnt of not being in the 
best cf !: ea.lth, I said, " If the Home Secre­
tary has urought in the Vagrants, Gaming, 
and Other Offences Bill, the hon. member for 
Cairns will never be arrested for hitting a 
man in the face. as he would always stab 
him in the back." 

I1Ir. O'KEEFE: I did not stab yvu any-
where. Can't you be clean? \Vill that 
black streak neYer come out of you? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES: On 
1st Octohcr-twelYe da:;s before the hon. 
member fot' Cairns made that speech in this 
qhamher-hc aekcd the fJllowing ques­
tions:--

" 1. V1lill he pleLse state the reason why 
S(everal applications for Miners' Home­
stead Leu.scs situated on Chillag·oe Creek, 
about 8 miln from· Ghillagoc, ha. e been 
held up? 

" 2. Will he expedite the granting of 
G-ame? 

"3. \Yill he state the names of persons 
now holding the land for which applica­
tions are rnado ?" 

Mr. O'KEEFE: \Vhy don't you tell the 
truth? 

The SECRETARY FOR MIJ\'ES: You 
have got the truth. 

l\1r. O'KEEFJ· : 'rhe court was adjourned 
before there vas any applica.tion from your 
brother in protest. Next day he made his 
protest to the warden. 

The SECRETARY FOil MIKES : This 
is the answer I gave-

" 1 to 3. Two appli-cations for miners' 
home,tead leases for land on Chillagoe 
Creek, about 8 milrcc from Chillagoe, 
wore lodged Y:ith the warden d Chilla­
goe on 19th Angust, and, in confonnity 
with the Miners' Horn ;tcaJ Leases 
.. A .. cts, \YOre sot down for hea1·ing on 23rd 
Sept~1nber, being not less thn~1 thirty 
days after receipt cf such applications. 
An ol;Jj cction to the approval of the 
application was lodged by the liceLsee 
of occupation license I\ o. 146, William 
Atherton, on the ground that the land 
applied for included Sugar Bag Springs, 
the only permanent wa tor on that part 
of the occupation license, a.nd, on 23rd 
Septrember, the warden adjourned the 
hearing to 6th October to allow of an 
inspection of tho land. It will thus be 
seen that there is nothing whatever in 
the suggestion that there has been any 
delay in the matter." 

\Yhat is wrong >vith that? That is t·he 
ordinary procedure. The hon. memb. r for 
Cairns trird to muko out that I usrcl rnv 
idlucnce, but I say quite definitely tint i: 
neYer heard of those applications. If the hon. 
member cannot be clean himself, he >:hould 
not accuse other people of being clean. 
(Laughter.) I certainly put t.h<; cart before 
the horse, but the hon. member know v;hat 
I 1neant. He knew that everyth1n6 was 
clean and &.bonboard, but he made that 
statement because he knev· tbat. I was absent 
from the Chamber. In the sam8 speech the 
hon. member also said-

" A certajn area was set aside in the 
Dirnbulah district for tobacco-growing 
under the agricultural farm tenure sys­
tcnl, and \vorking miners \Yere allo,vcd 
to tako up areas in that district under 
the ~Iiners' Homestc.1d Leases Ad." 

Mr. O'KEEFE continuing to interject. 

The SECRETARY FOR, MINES: J\fr. 
Fry, I call for order. 

The TE:\fi'ORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I resent. the Minister drawing my attention 
to the state of the Committee. The hon. 
gentleman is inviting a lot of the criticism 

Hon. E. A. Atherton.] 
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himself. I ask him to refrain from making 
w many quotations and indulging in invec­
tive, thereby drawing the fire of the Oppo­
sition. I ask the hon. member for Cairns 
to be very careful. He "·ill have the right 
to speak again, and I cannot permit him 
to indulge in a continuous stream of inter­
jections. 

The SECRETARY FOR :\1INES: I am 
quotin<; a speech made by the hon. member 
for Cairns in thjs Charnber, and I believed 
that I had a perfect right to reply to the 
matter during the discussion on these Esti­
lnatr- ~. J\:Iiners' homc;;tead leases arP con­
trolled by the Mines Dc:partmc nt, and surely 
I can prove that a st:•tcment made in this 
Chamber is untrue? I would be lacking in 
my duty to my electors if I did not reply. 
The hon. member also said-

" A certain number of men resident 
on the Atherton Tableland who are well 
knmvn to me applied for the land under 
that tenure, and were granted; then the 
Secretary for Lands refused the appli­
cation." 

Mark that! The application as granted! 
He further said-

" Then the matter was referred to the 
:\fines Department, and the Lands :\1in­
ister then ga Ye the permission for the 
land to be held as a miners' home­
stead lease. \\'hat happened after a 
month or bYo? Certain influence was 
ueecl by the Secrd'ary for 1\Iincs with 
the Secretary for Public Lands, with tho 
result thn t the Secret an for Public 
Lands allowed the area ~set n.si~:c for 
tobacco-growing at Dimbulah to be 
settled under the miners' homestead lease 
system, notwithstanding that sixty-eight 
applications for a similar tenure had pre­
viously been refused by the department." 

Later he said-
" During the time I was in the ;'\iorth 

in ,July last, I \'Ccein'd complaints eyc:7 
day from men who stated that the Sec­
rota rv for :Vlim l and the hon. members 
for Cook and Eacham y:erc interc"·'tcd in 
the particular tenure under which the 
J urd party wore allowed to take up the 
Dimbulah !nnds." 

The hon. member amwcred the question and 
then contradicted himself. He merely in­
dulged in silly misstatements during my 
temporary absence fron1 the Chnn1ber. He 
·was out on a rnisstaternent jazz, having the 
time of his life. He said. " Atherton is sick 
down at Redcliffe, and I am at him." 

~rhe hon. tneu1ber's t>tatmncnt that sixtv­
eight application•; had proYiously be~n 
refused was untrue. He said thr.t J urd and 
party applied for their leases after the sixty­
eight applications had been refused. Jurd 
and party applied for the sixteen 
leases in September, 1930; but appli­
cations in respect of the sixty-eight 
referred to bv the hon. member for Cairns 
were not made until JunP, 1931-nine months 
later-although the hon. member said they 
had boon previously applied for. vVh.1t 
notice can we take of an hon. member who 
makes slJ,ch stat'emonts? He must ha Ye 
known that his statements were not correct. 
I do not object to all the criticism under the 
sun if a man will fight fairly. I am pre­
pared to stand up to all the criticism imagin­
able so long as it is fair. I do not bolieYe 
in making a statement behind a person's 
back. I am sorry that the hon. member for 
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Cairns has left the Chamber. He must know 
that he v, J.s guilty of misstating the position, 
,01' why should he leave the Chamber '1 

(Opposition dissent.) The Department of 
Mines decided in January, 1931, to grant the 
sixteen miners' homestead leases applied for 
by Jure! and party. They were approved of 
in January. The sixty-eight applications 
which the hon. member for Cairns st'~t ·d 
were refused were not applied for until J uno. 
Jurd and party applied for their lea ·Os in 
g·ood faith. I knew that they desired to go 
in for the cultivation of tobacco, but I . ., as 
Lot conct-~rned in it. 

The hon. mombPr for Cairns also staid 
tlmt a a applic 1nt for .a rnincr's hornesb~ ~~J 
lf'ASO must be a working ruiner. Th:1t .::ho\v·3 

];')I' little he kno'"S of the matter. An; 
lad:· who has lived for three months on .:.., 
rnint:>rnl fie]J can n1ake application for, and 
Le grantc(1, a ·p1iner's bomes'tcad lease9 I 
clairn that, as .Jurd and party ~pplied in 
l(ood faith for these mirwrs' homestead 
leaec•·. their applicatwm should haye been 
[;ranted. 

l\ir. Bur.cocK: Did yon make any con· 
ditions? 

The SECRETAHY FOR l\II:i'ES: l m• k 
1lte condition that the applicants' should not 
l~c allo\vcd io tranA0r. That wa,, done in 
order tn prcYf':nt tr ,ffieking. Hon.~ memb'' 
oppc ,it? \\ill a;--rrec ".vith that condition. 

i\Ir. TlnCOCK: \Ye do. 

The SECHE'T)dfY"'" I1~0R ?vli~ES: As i he 
t \:pPrillll1 Ht 1n tobacco cuHnro In the 
"i\T c.n·N~b;t di,,trict was rnuch greater than \\as 
anticipated, the Secretary for Public Lands 
decided to open corhtin land for selection 
as tobacco blocks. That decision was made 
long before the ,ixty-cight applications were 
made, as· mentioned by the hon. member 
for Cairns. I had npproved of twenty-six 
miners' homestead leases being granted fer 
thn purpose of tobacco-growing. I then 
l.iJl<l the Secrctar :· for Public L 111ds that, if 
this land was requirc;d solely for the purpose 
of ogriculture, i,~ should be under the cun· 
trol of the Department of Public Londs. 
T am sure that the Loader of the Opposi. 
tion ag'l'ee.; with that principle. It was 
agreed 11t a Cabinet meeting that no fm·tho! 
miners' homestead leases should be granted 
in th"t district for tobacco culture. 

Mr. \Y. Ji'ORGA~ S11ITH: That should be 
cionc as a 1natter of general policy. It is 
rather difficult to lay it down as a princiYJk 
in connection with applications made under 
the :\liners' Homestead Leases Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: An 
announcement was made that no further 
applico,tions under that Act would be grantNL 
The mrvccyors of the Department of Pubhc 
Lands were then dEspatched to survey the 
land formerly under the control of the De­
partment of Mines for tobacca farms. The 
st>ttement of the hon. member for Cair11s 
concerning the sixtv-oight applications is a 
missta\f'ment of fact. I did not have the 
faintest inter( ,;t in the miners' homestead 
leases. I only knew throo of the successful 
application;;, and they \\ere red hot Labour 
men; but a man's politic< does not matter 
to 1110. I am prepared to giYe a political 
opponent, the eame treatment c,s I give a 
political supporter. In these matters they 
are entitled to that treatment. · 

Mr. BRcCE: How did vour brother finish 
up in connection with u;·is block of Lnd? 
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T;lC l:'ECRETAHY FOR MI:'\i l;S: I did 
not know that my brother was after a block 
uf land. 

Mr. BRc:CE: I thought vou s>tid he was. 

The SECHETARY FOR MINES: I did 
not say so. The hon. member is like the 
little boy who fell OLlt of the balloon-he 
was never iu thi<;' argument. 

The 'l'EMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The SECRETARY FOR MI:'\ES: The 
hon. member for Cairns also stated in hi· 
~pccch~ 

" rrho Sccretarv for l\1ines made a 
special trip to thf Atherton 'l'ableland 
to supcnise the cutting-up of his own 
land into 40-acre blocks at £10 per acre, 
and the Government helped him by offer· 
ing land at auction." 

I can assure the Committee that that state· 
ment is not correct. It is· most unfair for 
any hon. mcmcpr to make such an insinua· 
tion under cover of privilege, especially 
when I was uot present to contradict it. 
It is all very well for the hon. m.ember 
for Cairns to come here and pose as a 
lily-white puritan. We all know how he got 
white-by the application of the white-wash 
brush, although the lime used in the white­
wash wac. not too clean. The las't time 
that I was at Mareoba was on 31st ]\larch 
last. I then left for Herberton, and was 
in Mount Isa on 9th Mav. On 31st MaY 
I inspected the tobacco farms that I wa-s 
accused of having recommended should be cut 
up into 200-acre blocks' in order that I might 
sell my own land. I say that statement 
is not correct. The Monday on which I saw 
these blocks I wired to the Premier and 
'aid, in effect, " Will you see the Secretary 
for Public Lands and tell him that I recom· 
mend that wo immediately cut down the 
area, to about 60 acrec? The areas arc far 
too big, and men cannot possibly handle 
t.hem." At the commencement I did uty 
they should be 200 acres. None of us· knew 
anything about tobacco-growing: but, once I 
saw the land, I knew that 60 acrH was 
sufficient. 'l'hc fact of the matter was that 
the men had not the money to fence and 
work 200 acres. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You recommended to the 
Premier that the blor ks should be 200 acres 
He told me that himself. 

The PRE:VIIER : I did not. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At the 
initial stage, before I knew anything about 
tobacco-growing, I recommended 200 acres. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Wihat is the good of telling 
lies a bout it? 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When 
I saw the tobacco land, I wired to the Pre· 
mier to cut down the area to 60 acres. I 
never cut up anv land around Marceba into 
40-acre blocks. , I own 240 acreo. there. I 
do not care who knows it. I cut the land 
up into 10-acrc blocks. I never offered them 
to anyone. If my friends came along, I was 
prepared to consider the question, but up to 
that stage I had sold only three 10-e.cre 
blocks-two to relatives, and one to a per­
sonal friend. The hon. member for Cairns 
makes a most unfair statement. 

The hon. member for Townsville 
approached me for a favour at Mareeba. 
The position was that the Commonwealth 

Government had experts all round Australia 
for about five years previous to that date. 

Mr. IV. FORGAN SMITH: The committee was 
established in my time, and the Mareoba 
experiment station was established b:· me. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \Vhy 
\Ya' it etarted there? 

Mr. IV. FORG\~ SMITH: Because it ''as the 
n1ost suitable area kno\vn at that time. 
There were twenty-nine other blocks put 
down. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: T.bat is 
quite correct. We simply acted on the advice 
of those experts. After 'm·veying pr<tctic.dly 
the whole of Australia, thc"e experts decided 
that Maroeba was the most suitable place 
for tobac~:o-gro,ving, and that is -why we 
threw open the blocks there. Just because it 
happens to be in my electorate does not make 
the slightest difference to me, although natu­
rally I am pleased that it is in my electorate. 

Mr. \V. FoRGAN SilnTH: The best tobacco 
grown so far in Queensland has been at 
t,arina. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We 
were accused of not throwing land open. In 
twelvo months we threw open more land for 
selection than had been the case for years in 
Queensland. Three hundred and ~eventy­
nine blocks "-ere thro-'~'ll open in twelve 
months. In addition to that. tl,·cnty-six leases 
were granted in the Dimbulah area. In 
:YioLmt Garnet. Mount Molloy, etc., over 
one hcmdrr d lcctses we1e granted. I do not 
see anything in it, because it all assists the 
progress of Queensland. Apparently some 
hon. members opposite do not want to se(J 
Queensland progress. 

Mr. HYNES: There are other districts m 
Queensland besidec I\lareeba. 

The SECRETARY FOH MIKES: It is 
our duty to get in as quickly as possible, 
once we have established the fact that 
tobacco-gro-wing is a succes,s in f'ultable di~­
tricts. 

An OPPOSITION :\1E'' BER : \Yha t has thi' to 
do wiM1 mining! 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Miners' 
homestead leases come under t ha Yoto for 
mining. The hon. member for Cairns abo 
said-

" That is definite information that the 
hon. member for Each<tn \.Ya.~· concerned. 
In fact, I spoke to him here, and he 
'<tiel, ' I know tb:;.t run1ours arc about. 
Even the Secret \rv for Public Lands is 
'upposod to hold ~ block in some lady's 
mtmc.' I am informed that all the 
J\Iini,ters except the Premier migrated to 
J\iarccba one week-end.'' 

The week-end that I '·'as thoro in connection 
\\;th minors' horntstnd leases I ''a the ouiv 
).finister in Marccba, and I left on the :'Y1m;. 
da:, n1orning. I pa.'""cd the Secretary for 
Public Lands at Tully. I say there was not 
another JWinistor on the groulld. 

\Ve aro stiJl g-rantln~r ('Ot1f'('.~,:on~ in H-e 
l1011C of 1ndncillg f'apital to <._OlW 10 

quecnsla ncl. 
I agree with the hon. member for Pad­

dington that the success of mmmg in 
Qneenshnd to-day depends chiefly on the 
treatment of the lo' er-grade ores fron1 the 
old mines. The gre01ter part of the wealth 
to be won >cill come out. of mine-s th>tt ._, "ro 
abandoned in the past bccauoe of obsolete 
methods, lack of railway communication, and 
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other disadvantage;;. I sincere!: trust that 
capitd will come into Queensland, which 
will ena,ble modern machinery to be erected 
so that these mines can be worked as n 
SUCCCf:,~. 

I am very pleased that t.hc ~ol<l Mines 
of Australia, Limited, have acquired Mount 
Coolon and have started to open it up 
m a largo way as compared with the 
pa 't. I sincerely trust the people behind 
that venture will reap the benefit they w 
richly de,erve. If they benefit, it will be 
of o.dvantas;c to the State of Qucenelancl. 
I un 1:ot particular as to what profit an 
individnc·l m:1.kc, so loE~ as it is of benefit 
to Queen,,hnd. Some, Pl'Jple think thaJ 
capitaii,,ts shoulJ spH:ulato their money in 
their hundreds of thousands hut should not 
look for any profiL I am not of that 
opinion. I say they are entitled to a 
profit; and the more profit they make the 
bettc,, it "ill be for the State of Queem, 
lan'L I hope some of the companies which 
have been granted these concessions will 
reap the rev,:ud they 'o richly Jesorve. 

GO'\'Em-;:,rEOIT };[EMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

ML A. JONRS Wmke) [8.39]: I listened 
vc•ry attentively to the remarks of the 
Minister in re ;arJ to the unfortunate posi­
tion at the Mount Oxide, Orphan, and Doh· 
byn miues The Minister did not give us 
very mnch information in connection with 
this matter. For the last few weeks the 
newspapers haYe given considerable promi· 
nenco to the position at :!Yimmt Oxide, bnt 
in no in',t&nce has the true po:sition been 
outlined. A few "'ceks ago I addressed 
certain questions to the Secretary for Labour 
and Inclustr)l in connection with the cost 
of commodities at Mount OxiJc, and the 
prices I quoted on th,ct occasion speak for 
themselYI.::"' 1 especially :.::,0 when a compari~on 
is made betw,•en the pric''' charged at tho 
company's store and thos:e operating in 
Cloncurry. On 14th Octobc·r I asked the 
Sccrotarv for Labour and InJustry-

" Is he awarn that tho following prices 
are at or• sent being charged at the 
company's otorP :-Butter, 3s. 1d. per 
lb.; tea. :" ,, per lb.; Gugar, 7d. per 
lb,: J\:',•stlc's milk. ls, 3d. a tin; tinned 
fruits, ls 8d. o, tin; bacon. 2s, per lb.; 
pot~tr~r,s. 4d. per lb.; onior:_s, 4d. per 
lb, ; 50-lb. bag of flour, 14s. 6d.; 
k:e-L -1ene soaD, Is. 8d. a bar?" 

I pid:cd out a few of the main items from 
the li't ,•nt to me Lv the men at j',Lount 
Oxid0 in orde" to gi,:o some indication as 
to the exorbitant prices charged at the 
company's store at :\lonnt Oxide, The " 
n1en haYe suffered two reclw"tions in \vages 
since the s:u:;peYI8ir:-n of the ~-;ivillg award in 
September last year. It is interesting to 
note that the present 1 ate offered by Peter­
son and Powell, tributors, is £4 2s. 6cl. 
per v-reek. The bLLsic i\-age in To\vnsville, 
which is on the coast, is £4 4s. per "'cek, 
and the basic wage in the Cloncul'l'y district 
is £4 lls, The wage that is offered the men 
at J'1onnt Oxide, 80 mil<•s from the railhead, 
is Ss, 6J, per ''ed< lower than the basic 
wage in Cloncurry. In addition to that, 
wee h&vc to take into comideration the fact 
that the ('ost of transport is only £3 per ton, 
or roughly ~cl. per lb., and consequently 
does not justify the exorbitant prices charged 
by the company, I have worked out the 
prices as nc,:rly as possible. and the list 
has gone in to the Commissioner of Prices. 

[Hon. E. A. Atherton. 

I find the prices &verage something liko 
5J per cent. above Townsville prices and 
25 per cent. above Cloncurry prices. The 
Secretary for Labour and Industry informed 
me that investigations wore being made 
in connection with the matter nearly a 
month ago; but so far I have hoard nothing 
further, and I do not know whether thev 
have bothered to make any inquiries on 
the subject, 

The Minister said in reply to a question 
asked by me last week that the industrial 
magistr~tc at Cloncurry had called a con­
fcrercc, a:s thP out"'omc of 1-vhich nothing 
sati:·Jactory 1-~Ld takr:n place so far a<; ending 
the dispute was concerne-l. I am advised 
that the magistrate visited Dobbyn and met 
the tributors and the repre,cntativos of the 
strikers and arranged a conference. I under­
stand that conference was to take place at 
Cloncurry. The strikers' leaders turned up at 
Cloncurry to attend the conference, but the 
tributors did not turn up. 

The SeCRETARY FOR MIXES: You have been 
misinformed. The , warden went to Mount 
Oxide. 

Mr. A. JONES: No; he went to Dob­
byn and arranged a conference. I will 
quote from the " Cloncurry Advocate," 
which is not a Labour paper, and which, in 
its issue of 31st October last, stated-

" At one stage of this dispute 'iV arden 
\Yilson visited Dobbyn and conferred 
with the strikers and the tributors and 
the men were only too pleased to have 
a conference. A date and place was 
arranged for this conference to take 
place, and \Yarden \Vilfon returned to 
Cloncurrv, The dele<::ates from the 
strikers, · it ie said, turned up at the 
place of meeting, but the tributors' repre­
sentative 1vas absent." 

That is Ycrv definite That statement in the 
C:loncnrry I"'P'"' benrs out the statement I 
have received from the men on strike, indicat­
ing that the tributors were not prepared to 
meet the nwn and do th0 fair thing. In 
addition to this. the branch secretary of the 
Australian 'Yorkers' Union, JY1r. W. J. 
Ei01·clan, wrote a letter on 2nd instant to 
the Premier, in which he set ant the position 
at Mount Oxide. ancl suggested that in order 
to bring this di,pnte to a "atisfactory con­
clusion the Order in Council Y\'hich wa::. 
gazctted in November last year, suspending 
all n1ining a\vards other than in connection 
with lnad and coal mining, should be repealed 
so as to give the Industrial Court a chance 
to arbitrate on this dispLltc. The Prerni<'r 
replied to the letter pointing out that he 
coDsidcrcd it was not advir,--Lblo at pre~ent 
to do thaL So far as the strike in that area 
is concerned. the strikers have the sympath~ 
of th,, Cloncurry people. I can only quote 
again on that point from the " 0loncurry 
Advocate"-

" ThP strikers appur to have the sym· 
pathc- of the public, as when the drastic 
cut in wages occurred no reduction was 
made in the price of commodities by the 
tributors who run the store that supplies 
the men. It is said the men were not 
compcll<>d to bu)l from these stores, bnt 
the miners say if they did not patronise 
the tributors' stores their jobs did not 
last long. When the strike first started 
the Oxide men went along to the store 
at that place to buy rations, but wero 
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turned down, and none would be sold 
them. It seemed as if they were to be 
staryed into submission." 

Thev attempted apparently to starve these 
men' into submission-the methods of the 
bad old daYS. It is interesting to listen to 
this- · 

"But Mr. V al. Elliott, of Dobbyn, was 
communicated with and he came out 
with lorry load of rations. The mines 
store then immediately reopened, but the 
rnen .\re not patronising it." 

This reallv indicates that Peterson and 
I'owcll, at ':\Iount Oxide, attempted to starve 
thes·, men into submission-they had nothmg 
else but that in view. Directly they knew 
that ~Ir. Elliott was prepared to bring 
out a load of rations to the men at 'Mount 
Oxide, thL1V opened the doors of their 
store again· to th' se men. In vie;·: of the 
cost cf eolnmoditles at 1'1ount Ox1de, 1t IS 

onlv rcaeonable that the Government should 
ha,:e done ,omethinc;- definite to get the 
magistrr.te out there immediately to i1:quire 
into the prices on the spot. That Is the 
onlv thing holding the men up to-da:-·. They 
suffered a rcrlnction in wages of nearly £1 
" \WC;<. nd the,- ask that the cost of com­
moclities at the 'company's store •. }wuld ~e 
reduced. There are very ugly rumours m 
the Cloncnrrv district concerning the tribute 
"ont"act made bv :i'lf&'-srs, Potersorn and 
1~o,Yell. The "Cloncurry Advocate " has 
some YC'ry uncoinplirnentary things to say in 
connection with the matter, and suggests 
that an inql1iry should be_ held into. the v;h?le 
businces. The napcr giVes the ImpressiOn 
that there i' solnething altogether fishy in 
conneetion \Vith this tribute. The paper 
sav~-

. "The whole history of this tribute, the 
lctti11g of it, v·orking of it, and names 
of t!1CFc inh•rl ~tcd in it would make 
interc(;ting re cling, it is said, and the 
spotli'iht of publicity thrown on to these 
mines ll\· this strik0 ma eo bring forth 
some cktails that will perhaps interest 
tho -e nF n \vho were anxious to tender 
for the tribute. but ,-,ho allege they had 
110 ehanrd:- to do f:O. If an investigation 
is to be lwlcl into the cause of the trouble, 
whi(_\ is ah11ost a cr:ttainty, it vvould be 
8" \\ i1 to illYCStigatc the \Vholc UYttte1· 

and haYc n thorough clt~aning up. It 
descrn's an inqniry, and the people of 
the district shocdd demand one." 

The " Clonr:urrv Advocate" is not a Labour 
paper, and aiwa:vs g~ts in behind the 
Gm·ernment in the furtherance of their 
policy. It is ,-ery dcfini te, according to this 
article, that there is something fishy in con­
nection irith the tribute. and that the Govern­
ment should hold an inquiry into the whole 
matte:·. The discmte is cansing a lot of 
di,ssotidaction iu the district, and I can 
Dcisur-.: t1w Pr':n1icr that, if an inquiry is 
held, much satisfaction will be experienced 
in the area. If the Government aro not 
prepan'd to allow these people to go to the 
Industrial Court, then th re is only one alter­
native-the strike method. The Australian 
Workers' 'Cnion has always stood for a policy 
of arbitration, bnt the suspension of the 
a\Yard 1111 'lns that the Australian ·workers' 
Union mmt get in behind these men in their 
direct action fight. The Government are 
definitely rec.ponsible for what is taking place 
at Mount Oxide. Several men have been 
gaole-d. and other unfortunatP- happenings 
have t:iken place. One nnfortunate indi-

,-iclual proceeding from Dobbyn to Cloncu:·ry 
met with a fatal accident, hts head bemg 
smashed. I do not saY that the Government 
are direcily responsible for that, but it is 
possible that, if the a ward had not been s~lS­
pended, this man would have been alive 
to-da,· and to that extent the Government 

"arc ,:~sponsible. I say that very definitely. 
Tlr're is nobodv in a better position to sift 
the evidence a·nd to consider the cost of 
commodities in an unbiassed way than the 
Industrial Court. That tribunal is in a far 
[,otter position to deal with that matter than 
the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : They were not 
,-ompellod to buy their groceric ,. at Mount 
Cxide. 

:\Ir. A. JO;'-~ES: That is true, but several 
men cmploved at )'daunt Oxide refused to 
~Juv their Stores from the con1pnny's store, 
a 1d were dismissed. 

The SECRETARY FOR J'v:II};ES: \Vhat are thei1· 
nan1es? 

:\1r. A. JOXES: I will give the Minister 
the complete e'.;tract from the paper, whicl1 
makes a very definite statement. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIKES : Did :i'IIcCor­
mack write tha.t before he went to gaol? 

:!\Ir. A. JONES: I do not know \vho rs 
rc·sponsible for it. I only know it appears 
in the " Cloncurry Advocate," and it is 
apparently the opinion of that paper. 

The Secrf'tary for :Yiines appear' to be 
very perturbed over my statement that the 
men were compelled to purchncc then· stores 
from the company's store, and )'ta'' inter­
j·.-cted that they could pu_rchasc then reqmre­
mcnts elsewhere. I recetYcd letters from the 
1:ncn before the dispute arose inforrning me 
that, if they did not deal from the company:s 
store, tb ·y would not be Pm played. It ts 
,~, rcrnarkable thing that thr.;-8 rnint- rs \YC'l'e 

forced to pay exorbitant price" for ncccs­
, aries of lif0 whose prices nre protected by 
pools ·,\'hich have the support of the Go,·ern­
r ont; yet the G~wernment should v tthdraw 
,, hatever protectwn these men had of sccm'· 
ir"Y a livino- rate of ·wage. Thc~v were emu­
polled to 1~ay artificial prices for some of 
tuC llPCCSSarics of life. rrhc general COll­
<litions at the I\1ount Oxide rninc were very 
b ;d. There were no bathing· fac:lities, and 
r1:o n1en were compelled to carry ,;;atcr in 
t>YO kerosene tins with a yoke over a n1ile 
t'c> their ump. They had al-o to cart their 
cwn \.YOod oYer a mile. The company would 
n ;(. allow them to cut any wocd on the 
rnining lease. There was no first-aid ~trctchcr 
.. L the 1ninc, and, generally speaking, the 
'· OI'king conditions were deplorable. 

Scrne hon. 1nernbers on this side referred 
to certain statements made by l\1csc;r,. Peter­
on and PmYcll when thev met the strikers 

at :\lount Oxide. :\1r. ·Peterson told the 
men tha"t he had made a pp lie 'ltion to the 
Chillag-oo smelters for certain cone. "ions; 
but Mr. Rntle-dge had informed him that. 
unlc ss he was rirepared to bring about c• 
sub tant'ial reduction in wages at iV1ount 
Oxide, he was not prepared to consider any 
application for a concession. I have at least 
four letters setting out that statement. If 
that is correct, it points to the fact that the 
Government have been directly re.,ponsible 
for the chon in the miners' wages at Mount 
Oxide. A · fev minutes previously I men­
ticned iha'r ~Ir. W. J. Rim·dan, the branch 

Jlr. A. Jonr<>.i 
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!'2Crctnrv of the Australian 'Yorkcrs' Ln1on. 
had wrrttcn :;eycral let'Lrs to the Premier 
in connection with this matter; and, as thev 
contain so1ne intcrLsting staten1ents, it {s 
just as well that they should appear on 
record. Mr. Riordan, writing to the Pre· 
mier on 2nd November, said-

" Hon. A. E. l\1oore, Esq., 
" Premier of Queensland, 

"Brisbane. 

" Sir,-My executive wish to bring 
under the notice of your GoYermnent a 
matter which it regards as one of para· 
mount importance to the people of this 
State. I refer to the dispute at the 
Mount Oxide, Dobbyn, and Orphan 
copper mines. 

" This dispute has already, as you will 
have gleaned from the newspapers, been 
responsible for a nasty conflict, with the 
result that a dozen good, useful citizens 
are no\Y in jail. These rncn~ \Yho are 
doing the rough pioneering work on the 
mining industry in this distant and 
remote!:. situated part of the State, 
where they have to endure many hard· 
ships that have not to be face·d in more 
accessible localitic•s, ha Ye had inflicted 
on them u gra Ye injustice b~- your Go­
vernnlent setting aside the a\\ .1rd and 
denying them the right of accecs to the 
Arbitratioa Court-a right which they 
have had for the past fifteen years. 
Surely these men, whuse spirit of indc. 
pendencc has taken them so far away 
from the cities and the dole, arc worthy 
of consideration equal, at least, to any 
other section of our citizens. 

" The workers in the mining industrv 
in every other State haye acce" to Arb{. 
tration, and v,cc rvk that vour Govern­
ment take the necessary steps t J make 
provi:~ion for thc~r nwn to have their 
v~age,; £xod by ,\rbitration in the same 
way as their fellow workers in othLr 
States. 

"I might state that these In-m arc not 
fighting for increased pay. but against 
a reduction which would place them on 
a rate below that paid in othc·r parts 
of the Cloncurry f1old. The fact is, they 
have been reduced to a minimum rate 
less than that obtaining for labouring 
'vor k on the North Coast, "~here the 
cost of living is 50 per cent. lower. You 
will readily understand that this, coupled 
with the many clisrrdvantagcs which are 
unavoidable in these di•Jtant bu·,h camps, 
make their burden great. It will pro· 
bably be said that metal prices are very 
low, b11t an investigation would probably 
show that the effective wage in this case 
is the lov cet in th' State. 

" \Ye therefore suggest for your con­
r:ideration an imtnediah repeal of the 
Order in Council g>tzetted on the 11th 
September, 1930, and renewed a '>'ain on 
11th September. 1931, which .deprived 
those workers of thci r a ward and the 
right of a~coss to tl1e Arbitration Court, 
k,cving them the barbarous strike weapon 
as tho only n1cans of rldressing their 
grievances.'' 

The Premier replied to that letter under 
date 3rd instant, as follows :-

"Dear Sir,-In reply to your ktter of 
the 2nd instant, I ck,iro to inform you 

[Mr. A. Jones. 

that I regret exceedingly the recent occur­
rences in connection with the dispute at 
the Mount Oxide, Dobbyn, and Orphan 
copper mines in the Cloncurry district. 
I fully recognise that hardships are being 
suffered. The cancellation of the Order 
in Council in question, however, »ould 
not improve the position, as at present 
metal prices it would result in the clo~ure 
of those mines, and probably othe~ nun':'s 
in Queensland. I do not consider 1t 
advisable, therefore to comply with your 
requcst at present." 

VVith reference to the Prernicr's state­
rnent as to the cost of ore, it is inL re::;ting 
to not<' that in September, when this dispute 
first took place, the a vera go price of copper, 
"ith exchange added, wn.., £46 18• .. per ton, 
whNeas for the montlr of J'~o,·ember the 
aycragc 11ricc, with exchange added, is £57 
17s.-an increase of over £10 per ton. That 
indicates that the increased pri<'e of copper 
eyer since this trouble cominenccd v. ould 
haYe more than paid the extra fe shillint\s 
asked for by those men. 

ln reply to the Premier's letter, J\Ir. 
Riordan wrote on 6th instant­

" Hon. A. E. :Yloore, Esq., 
" Premier of Queensland. Brisbane. 

" Sir,-I haYc your letter and regret 
that you cannot agree to open ~he way 
to the Arbitration Court, winch has: 
been closed against the workers in the 
mining industry. 

" Tho statement in your letter that 
the cancellation of the Order in Council 
would not improve the position and would 
result in the closing of the '0 mm os and 
probably other mines in Queensland 
appears to me to be the rcYer .. g to what 
hao occurred. These mine·, arc now 
dosed bc<:ause there is no a v, ard and 
no means of getting one. 

'· Up to tl10 time of the dispute the 
111ininlUll1 wage paid at l\louut Ox1dc 
was 18s. lOcl. per clay. "When E. )drern 
was working the Oxide on tribute, he 
paid 20s. per· day. This v:,v, in 1928 
and 1929, so 0 ou "ill see the wag~ had 
alro~d, .. been reduced by ls. 2d. per clay 
before .. the diepute took place. The 
cost of living at }J:ount Oxide, on account 
of jts isolation from the railway, is 
considr,rably higher than at :Mount Isa. 
This has' al y, a,; o been recognised b) the 
employers at Mount (;.., ide, as they have 
up to the time of this dispute paid at 
least 2s. pc1· day over the rates pre­
scribed by the award CO' ering the call­
ing in the district. Now thPy ask tho 
men to accept a decrease of 3 ... lOd. pet' 
day, which would bring them down to 
le. Se!. per da_y below the Mount Isa 
rate. The minimum award r..ate at 
~vlount ls'a at present is 16s. Sd. per day. 

"I would ask that you give this matter 
fnrther consideration, haYing in mind 
that the basic wage for Townsville is 
£4 4s. per week, and for the Cloncurry 
district £4 11· The wage nmY offering 
at l\Iount Oxide is £4 2,. 6d. The cost 
of living at Oxide, accmding to invoices 
in my possession, is at least 50 per cent. 
higher than Townsville. and approxi~ 
mately 25 per cent. higher than Cion­
curry. You will readily realise the in­
justice undeL' which the men in thio 
dispute are suffering. Might I suggest, 
if you are otill opposed to the above, 
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that you arrange for the intcnention 
bv the Arbitration Court to bring about 
a' settlement of this dispute. 

"Yours faithfully, 
'' (Sgd.) W. J. RIORD.IN, 

" Branch Secretary. 
"6th November, 1931." 

If the Premier was sincere in his '!fort 
to get these men back to work, he would 
at least have used his· influence to have 
the matter settled either by the Industrial 
Court or by the industrial magistrate. 

The PREMIER: The industrial magistrate 
has no power. 

Mr. A. JONES; No. The Government 
took that power away from the industrial 
magistrate when they· suspended the award. 
:vfr. Riordan's point is that the Government 
should repeal the Order in Council v:hich 
was gazetted on 11th Kovember, 1930, in 
order to give these men an opportunity 
to have their case satisfactorily settled by 
the Industrial Court. Thd is a fair attitude 
to adopt. As an industrial organisation. 
the Australian Workers' Union has' always 
stood for arbitration, which is the policy 
also of the Australian Labour Party; there, 
fore when \'>'8 ask the Prcn1icr to giYo 

these mea access to the Industrial Court. 
we arc (_)nl.v a:Jking the hon. gcntlmnan 
to do something which is right and proper, 
and in accordance with the policy upon which 
the present Government VI ere elected. 

:\Ir. 0' KEEF.E (Cai1·ns) [9.5]: I desire to 
take another five minutes· to reply to cNtain 
:-;tat,,"'JTIE'llts n1adc bv the Secretary for ]\line::-; 
in regard to ChillagoP. l wi'!l read a~ 
extract from a letter which I received from 
these people-

,, Of course, the :'>Iinister muse wriggle 
out of it by tolling lies." 

The TK\tPORAHY CHAIR:,IA"i': Order! 
Th(· tenll is unparliarncntary. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I am ollly quoting from 
111-;~ letter. 

The TK!\IPOR.'\RY CHAIJ:viA"': The 
hon. nwmher must withdraw it. 

C\h. U'KEKFE: I -,,·irhdra'.l'. Th0 letter 
contillucs-

'·. The Minister was right re our ~ppli­
cunon d~te and our case being set dO\Yn 
for hearmg on 23rd September. But our 
('af''r: v, .1s not heard on the 23rcl. lt w.::;; 
r0stpon· d until the retUi'l1 of the \. -1rdea 
. ·hich was on 6th October. ALothc;. 
thing you could lwve told the Minister 
is that the objection lodged was 11ot 
lodged until 24th September, hich was 
ihe day after the case was postponPcL" 

That wus the day the court adjourned. 
The warden was gomg out of Chillagoe 
""hen the broth0 r of the Secretary for Mines 
lodged an objection. He did no't lodge any 
ob.jcction until the day after the court 
ad]ournecl. and the court case was heard 
O'J 6th October. At that court one of the 
1 "·incipah ir!vited the warden to proceed 
t? the land m queshon. The objection was 
tnat he was takmg the only permanent 
w,ttcr on the land. The warden agreed to 
VI~It the land, and the whole partv. includ­
ing those involved in the application the 
J\li,1ister's brother. and the w'" rclen. mo'tored 
ont to the spot, and found that there was 
J:ot sufficient \Yatcr in what \Vas the per­
rrnnent watcrhole, a; the ]l,l[inister's brother 

stated, to put in their whisky. One can 
1magme, therefore, that there "as very 
little argument in regard to permanent water. 
The "arden recognised this, because he 
stated at the time that he must recom­
mend the application, and he said, " I 
would a.dvise you, Mr. _\Jherton, to with­
draw." After getting in a very bad t.cmpcr, 
Mr. ~\thcrton said. " If you are going to 
recommend it, I don't want to bring my 
broth";r into the dispute, so I will with­
draw." The lYiinister advised m·e to keep 
on the straight path, and I now advise him 
to keep on the straight path. I say that 
preference was given to J urd and party to 
take up as mining homesteads a certain 
are<t that was not allowed to other appli­
cants. The portion of land that was recom­
mended by the warden, on the advice of 
the Secretary for Mines, was objected to 
by the Secretary for Public Lands, as he 
wanted the area set aside for agricultural 
purposes; and the Secretary for Mines used 
his influence with the Secretary for Public 
Lands to get the land granted to J urd and 
party. I say the Govemment did not play 
the game with these applications. I want 
to advise the Minister also that at no time 
did I ever steal a be a• t, and at no time 
did I ever burn my prrperty down. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRT:CTION : 
:llr. Fry, I rise to a point of order. The 
remarks of the hon. member insinuate that 
rhe Secretary for Mines is guilt>· of a crnne. 
and I a'k that the hon. member be m·ade 
to withdraw. 

~~Ir. O'KEEFE: I did not say that. 
The f-!r.'~RETARY FOR PDBLIC J~STRUCTIOX: 

You did not ""'.ay it, but you insinuated it. 

The TEHPORARY C:HAIRMA:'\: As it 
appears to me to be an accusation by sug­
gestion, I ask the hon. member to with­
draw it. 

1Ir. ()' KEEFE : If members of the Go­
,- Tnmcnt PartY w.mt me to sa'· that the 
:,linic;ter did stec I a b<·J.st, I ~hall do w 
and then withdraw. 

The SECRETARY I<JR PuBLIC ll\STRUc TiO:-. : 
What is the iufcrcnce '! 

The 'I'E~1IPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask 
the hurL nwmber to withdraw. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I want to be fair. 

The TKIIPORARY CHAIRMAN: I a k 
the hon. mcwher to withdraw. That is my 
ruling. 

~lr. O'KED:FE: I shall have to say it 
hPiore withdrawing it. Do you want me 
to sav that thu Minister stole a bullock 
and did burn down his property ? I do 
sa-,- that, and now I withdraw it. 

:\Ir. DRuCE (K enuedy) [9.11]: The hon. 
mC'tnbcr for Gy1npie in speaking on th1s 
question lud a laic to say in respect t•) 
prospecting. In the earlo: days it was 
laq~ely the finding of alluvial gold on tne 
surfa""c or in reefs that came to the surface 
that enabled people to secure gold in the 
larg,, quantities in \vhich it was secured 111 

the boom dtws. Nobody doubts tbt there 
is still any ainount of gold in Qneeneland: 
hut, if the reefs do not come within 20 feet 
of the surface. it is going to be much more 
difficult to discover gold to-day than it was 
in the early days of prospecting in Au'­
tralia. There i~ no doubt that gold still 

Mr_ Bruc.e.] 
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exists in larger quantities than has ever been 
taken out, but no syotcm has yet been 
discovered whereby we can find a lode if it 
is se I' era! feet under the earth. Geologists 
can give a general idea of the geological 
conditions which would lead one to believe 
that gold is likely to be found in a par­
ticula-r locality. Geologists, even after they 
see a mine opened up, always go on the 
safe side, and wait until there is a pretty 
fair return from the field before they declare 
in favour o£ the field. 

Reference was also made by the hon. mem­
ber for Gympie to Mount Morgan, which 
paid £9,000,000 in dividends to the share­
holders; but the conditions of the miners 
were not improved in any degree. They 
then received a very low wage and worked 
under rotten conditions. The bulk of the 
money \\·ent to the shareholders; and, after 
the richest ore was worked out and a low­
grade ore left, the miners were asked to 
accept a reduction in their wages and condi­
tions. The Labour Government came to their 
assistance by giVmg the company great 
reductions on the railways in return for the 
retention of the men at their usual rates of 
pay. It will be most difficult to treat low­
grade ores until a now process has been 
disro;-end for the treatment at a profit of 
the lon,~-srado ores at ~·.Jaunt lV1 organ. 

Statements have been made with regard to 
the check inspector who was stationed :ct 
Townsvillc. Prior to the closing down of the 
mines at Cloncurry that check inspector lived 
in Charters Towers, and was continuallv 
going round the mining district of Cloncurry. 
Later on, when mining slumped in the far 
North and \Vest of Queensland, hP was 
stationed at Townsville, whence he visited 
the Northern mines, returned to Tmn1s,-ille 
and stopped three or four. days, an cl then 
\Yent to Cloncurry. He made a ,Jo:-tmuous 
round of the mines. I was working at Mount 
Cuthbcrt when the check insncctor was 
visiting the district. The compariy welcomed 
and appreciated the appointment of a check 
inspector. I have definite cases in v;-hich the 
check in~pector prevented indlls'rial trouble 
on the job. I do not think the. same spirit 
has departed from the 'vV est yet. If we 
negotiated vvith the company in regard to a 
rnsonable request, and the company did not 
n1cct ua, \YC wont on strike, and g•~nornJly 
got what v;-e wanted. The check inspector 
used to attend the union meetings. Perhaps 
the matter of a defective rope in the main 
shaft would be brought up. The check 
inspector \vould see the rnjne 1nanager, and 
say, ·'\Ye will haYe an inspection of this 
rope, and it may be condemned." The 
manager mi:)rt say that they could not get 
a rope vYithin a certain time. The men might 
want to go on strike, but the inspector v,-ould 
say, "You can't got a nc"v rope for a 
couple of weeks and the present rope will 
probably carry on in mfety until a ne\\ rope 
is obtained." There was instanc., after 
instance where the check inspector kept the 
balance between the men and the manager. 
The check inspector would go into a hot end, 
and, when there was a dispute as to the 
degree of humidity-we had a six-hour shift­
oYel' a certain ·degree of humidity, the 
cher·k ins)lector wonld take a careful check 
of the hurnitlit\' on a nu1nber of occasious 
nnd decide one wa,v or the other. He 
did wonderful work. · \Ve employ inspectors 
to see that producers get a proper return 
for their produce, ao d we provide for 
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in::;pPction 1n regard to \Vool, t1rnber, 
and other commodities. If the Govern­
ment can afford that expense, surely they 
can afford the expense necessary for the 
purpose of protecting the lives of men 
engaged in mining, which is a dangerous 
occupation? When the present Go·:crnment 
came into power they could not dismiss those 
check inspectors, but they reduced their wages 
to 15s. per week, and automatically the men 
ha-d to retire. That was the most ignominious 
thing that could have been done. 

Tho Minister mentioned ~on1ething in rc·fer­
enco to bucket dredging- and the putting up 
of a certain amount of cash by a company 
going in for a conccs--,ion. Recentl::. I 
yiaited the North a,nd met a clredgrng 
1naster whom I had known in -victoria, where 
dredg·ing was a successful form of mining. 
One man, P. W. Tewkesbury, got control 
of a number o£ dredge' and paid £1,000,000 
into the bank as a result of bucket dredging 
in the north-eastern districts of Victoria. He 
told me that during the old tin-scratching 
clays at Mount Garnet the tin had been taken_ 
fr'om the eurface, but there was an .,-,cellent 
rnn of tin at the 50-ft. level, and that, if a 
suitable dredge could be obtained for work 
at that leYel. a big return would be obtained. 
Unfortunately, a second-hand dr~dge was 
cbtained from the South, and 1t proved 
unsuitable for the work. Properly conducted, 
the dredging system offers a greater return 
than the rcefing system in Queensland to-day. 
The Batavia River field is easily the hest 
fidel operating in Queensland to-day, and is 
Pntitled to all the assistance possible from 
the Go\'ernment. 

The Minister referred to certain accidents 
d Mount Isa. Twelve months ago we 
sp,-cially asked the Minister to take certain 
nrccautions in the mining industry, particu­
larly to see that certificated engine-rlrivers 
were placed in charge of winding machinery 
operating over the heads o£ the men, but 

e were told that it was not necessary. The 
Queensland "Government 11ining Journal'' 
reports deaths from accident of a cmmber of 
men who were killPd in the main shait. 
Some have met their death hy coming in 
contact with eJcctric wires c1rrying up to 
400 volts and unprotected. The inspoc·tor'.; 
report for Deccmb'r last states-

" A blasting aceidf~nt occurred at 
JYiount Isa Mines, Limited, Davidson"; 
shaft :\To. 4 north level. on 12th Decem­
ber. A round of twent;· holes \.as being­
fired out by L. I(en' and L. Coffey-, 
accompanied bv the s,hift boso, Da vo 
Paulett. and the platman, C. Crammond. 
From the evidence to haEd, it seem: that 
the holes were lit in the usual w;1v and 
the men started off towards the 'shnft, 
and had only gone half a down yard' 
when a charge exploded. The concu'­
sion knocked the men down, and flying 
rocks inflicted injuries which necessitated 
the removal of all four men to the hos­
pital. The injufies were not very serious, 
fortunately, and the· injured men should 
soon be at work again. 

" On the 2nd December two miners 
named \V. Hocking and J. Byors suffered 
temporary asphyxiation through inhaling 
the fumes of burnt explosive, in the level 
being driven from the bottom of No. 46 
shaft. More than an hour elapsed 
betc,-een the time of firing and returning 
to work, but it seems that the fumes 
were imprisoned in the mulloek, and 
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·while the men were shovelling the fume::, 
were liberated, with the above result. 

" Two other accidents were reported 
from the construction works, but were 
of a minor nature only." 

The report for February states-
" On the 17th January J. Tennant, 

pumpman at Lawlor's shaft, Mount Isa 
Mines, Limited, had his leg broken in 
two places. through being dragged off a 
stage in the shaft while pulling a suction 
ho.e, and fell 20 feet. 

" Eight smaller accidents were abo 
reported from J\1ount Isa, but were of a 
minor nature only." 

The report for March ctates-
" Fourteen accidents were reported 

during February. Thirteen were of a 
minor nllture. but one proved fatal. 
This occurred to a pipef1tter named 
James \Valter :'\oil at the main haulage 
shaft, Mount Isa Mines, Limited, on the 
19th Februarv. At the time of the 
accident ::\' cil ·and his son and a miner 
named Derry were preparing to couple 
up a 4-inch pipe in the pump chamber, 
at a point 372 feet from the surface. 
Neil \\"as unloosening the yoke on a 
2-inrh pipe, standing on the stage, when, 
without \Yarning, the bearers collapsed 
and Xeil \Yas precipitated clown the shaft 
a distance of approximately a hundred 
feet. Death was practically inotantane­
ous. Hi.· son and his working mate 
could offer no explanation as to what 
caused the collapse. An inquiry will be 
held 1n due course." 

If the regulations had been carried out and 
the proper sC'lffolding had been erected, that 
life would not haye been lost. The April 
l"cport states-

" Thirh- minor accidents were reported 
from :Mount Isa Mines, Limited, mostly 
from the < "llstruction department. 

" An inquiry was held at the court 
house, J\Iount Isa, on the 26th March, 
b,•fore the \Yarden and four experienced 
n1iners, int'J the cause and circumstances 
cont ~rning a fatal accident which befel 
Jm11:,;; -.:-.-,~altf'r ~(il \x;hlle fitting pipe~ in 
the main haulage shaft. Mount Isa 
Mine . Limited, on 19th February last. 
Four v. itncsses ,,·ere examined. but the 
cyidcncc tendered was of too 'indefinite 
a nature to enable the court to return 
a sa tisfat tory Yerdict. The ' finding ' 
wa .. practically to that effect." 

The June rqwrt stat.. s-
" An accident accompanied with fatal 

results occurred at Mount Isa construction 
works, :\Iount Isa :Mines Limited, on 
the 5th ultimo, to a rigger' nan1ed Balzer 
Arnesen, but better known locally as 
Jo,hann Olsen. The deceased was 
employed at the new power-house, in 
course of rrcction, on the date referred 
to. and at about 9 a.m. was in the act 
of passing a manila rope round a girder 
to his mate above when his arm touched 
a liYe wire C'arrying current to a travel­
ling crane at a pressure of 440 yolts. 
The shock, in all probability, caused him 
to fall from the place where he wr.s 
standing to the floor beneath, a distance 
of approximately 33 feet, fracturing the 
base of his skull, from w hi eh he died a 
few· minutes afterwards. _4._n inauirv is 
to be held. A number of minor acnid'Emts 
wete also reported." 

Hero we find that men arc compelled to 
1.,·ork amongst live wires carrying up to 
400 volts. These men were killed because 
the Government permitted the suspension of 
the regulations relating to ruining operations. 

The " Queensland Government Th1ining 
Journal " of the 15Lh August, 1930, 
reported-

" A serious accident occurred at the 
main haulage shaft, .''daunt Isa :Mines 
Limited, on the 8th instant, whereby 
three rniners named rcspectivel-,- Robert 
\Viliiams, vYilliam Henry L~ .Frcntz, and 
I-Ienry Schramrn \vere seriously injured. 
the lastnamed ·~uccumbing to his injurie, 
about seven hours later. Four other men 
were working in !he shaft at the time 
but were luc>y e .. ouch to· escape jnjnry. 
The shaft is 1ertical an<l, at the time 
of the accident, was 48~ feet deep, and 
\Vas in proccs3 of sinking. Operation:-' 
had been resumed a day or two prior 
to the occurrence of the accident and. 
on the date rcf:·rred to, at about 5 p.n1 .. 
a bucket of mullock was sent to tre 
surface. in the usual ruanner, to be 
tippld into a hopper adjoining the brac~~. 
The cngine~dri vcr hauled the buckt't" 
abo\"e the movable door and the brace­
man attached the tailwpe but forgot to 
close the door over the sh,ft before 
gi·dng the sigr1al to the driver to lower; 
and the driver, not noricing the position 
of the door, tipped the bucket of muilock 
into the shaft, soriot+::<ly injuri11g the 
three men rderred to. At the inquir~ 
which w '" held at the Court House. 
i'v1ount Isa. un the 30th in~tant, the court 
found that the accident was caused 
through the bracornan unconsciously 
omitting to close the door of the brac: 
before gi...-ing the s1gn to the engine­
driver to tip the bucket. They alw 
noted that ' had the engine-driver been 
n1or0 observant at the tin1c the accidPnt 
could have been a vert£:J..' '' 

It is neccssarv thr.t certificated me;1 chould 
be engaged fn h.1uling r1atorjal oy.~r tht• 
hr-ads of n1en ·v•;orking in a sh .... ft. Sev<•n ur 
eiQht n1c11 have bf'f?l1 killed while working 
in~ 1hc Mount Is.1 main shafts. At the time 
"·hen the Govornm-.!nt vvere introducing an 
>1menclment of the Mining Act last year, I 
eaid t,hat the Government \Vcre notontial 
murderers if thev allowed uncertificatecl men 
to take charge o"f winding gear, and a num­
ber of deaths have occurred from this eau·"· 
l have quoted to-nig·ht v here thn:o m four 
men have been killocl through coming into 
contact with unprotected live wires. It ie 
the dutv of the Government to prot£ "t the 
lives o£ miners and those working about 
mines by insisting that cel'tificated men ~hall 
o~Jcratc the plant. 

Tlv Sccrctarv for ~IinC'::;; n1ade sonH' con1-
nari:·on in con"nccrio with the pcrcent.ag _, 
Cf accidents on the Cloncurry Held la t year 
f! nd previous years; but he OYPrlookf'd _the 
het that, during the time tho :\-fount Rlhott 
rnine 'ya:;:: ,york'ing. over 9°0 rncn were 
engaged, and the company had only " srr;all 
percent:Le of deaths. It was a more d1fh­
cult mine to \vork than the :Mount Isa mine. 
One hon. member referred to the " glory 
l~olc " svstem of mining carried out at Mount 
lsa. 'I'l;e "glory hole," or rilling system. 

as introduced into the 1\fount Elliott mine 
hv ~vir. Strecht. and, if the shareholder:, in 
d~at con1pany knew how many thousand 
tons of hizh-grade ore was lost thereby, they 

]Jr. !Jntr·r.l 
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wou!J be verv much incensed. The system 
was inaugurated at No. 3level, and it eventu­
ally cut through into No. 1 level. The 
Mount Elliott mine had a very good record 
as regards accidents up to the introduc­
tion of this system; but many miners were 
afterwards killed thrortgh inadequate timber­
ing. Any hon. member c,-'"n realise that n1en 
working in a big open space as large as this 
Chamber would not know how the country 
at the back was hanging. Xo matt'er how 
careful a miner ,,,as when working on a 
temporary framework, he would not know 
whether Lhe country at the ba<'k of the 
'· glory hole " was loose or otlw,wisc. 

The SECRETARY FOR l\11:\ES: The me-- at 
:Mount Isa work from the surface dowr 

Mr. BRCCE: I would c-lll that an open­
cut. The open-cut system was a different 
.system of mining altogether. The early gold­
fields of Australia really established the 
population of .'l.ustralia, and brought hero 
an adventurous crowd of people of whom 
we are all proud. They are the forefathers 
of our present race. 

The initial difficulty of the Government 
was that no member in their ranks possessed 
practical experience in mining. I will not 
say there were not members who had prac­
tical experience in exploiting miners, or 
putting in their money to make money out 
of mining. 

The Government selected the present occu­
pant of the position as Secrct·ary for Mines. 
That was rather unfortunate for both Queens­
land as a State anrl the Government as a 
Govern1nent, because, while the hon. gentle­
man had excellent credentials for manv other 
positions~perhaps for the abattoirs o; some­
thing of that sort~he had no credentials 
whatever as Secretary for 1\fines, although 
I will give him this cre-dit, that he has 
improved since the firJt session of this Par­
liament, but a lot of trouble has been 
< .•.u ·~cl by the fact that he has rec0ivcd 
advice, perhaps in good faith, from people 
who want to exploit the mining industry. 
He ha: admitted that the granting of con­
cessions to certain mining companies and 
concc ~..;ionaires has been a fDilure be!~' a use 
they did not carry out their promi"'"· and 
that in future no further com._ssions will be 
granted until the applicantJ prove their bona 
fides. Like the prodigal son. the 1\linister 
•xpects us to fall on his neck because he has 
altered his oninion and that in futnre conces­
eio;w.ires will haY•O to produce proof as t 1 

t 1wir bona fides. He admits franklv that 
thP ronces~ions have bu~n a failure. u 

\Ye have another prophet in Sir Edward 
}lacartncy, vYho S"id 1 "It is not coucessions 
:vou want iu order io foster the mining 
industry, you want tt Legislative Council." 
I-Ie differs entirelv from the Secretan:- for 
:\1inos. Last night the Government Pa.rt~, 
held :c meeting- and decided on the appoint­
ment. of a L< JZ:islative Council. I warn 
!hem to be careful of the " go-getters." If 
a Le-~islative Council will improve the min­
ing industry to ouch an extent, then it is 
on]:, logical to argue that we should go on 
appointing LegisJ.tive Councils one after 
the other. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRM.I..N: Order! 
This is not a discussion on the Legislative 
Council. 

?vir. BRCCE: But it is stated that the 
appointment of a Lcg-i·.Jati,-e Council will 
bring capital into this State ior mining 
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purposes. I submit that we want to as.sist 
the Minister to get this capital as quickly 
as we can. I merely warn the :\Jinister 
and his colleagues to be careful d these 
" go-getters " in the Legislative Council, 
bec,a.use, once a Legislative CounLil is 
appointed, it ,•,ill not be poseible to get 
square with them, as the GoYLrnment did 
with the other " go-getters" by withdraw­
ing their concession. The Government will 
]~e well in the pool. I am afraid that is 
what is going to happen. The question is: 
Who is right? The Minister says the con­
cessions will bring money to foster the 
mining industry. On the othe,· hand, the 
Prt n1ier asserts. after a private conYersation 
with Sir Edward M :wartne:v, that it is 
nocE'"•snry to appoint a LtgislatiYe (\;unci! 
in order to attract capital for mining pur­
poses . 

The SE·.RETAI:Y FOR l>IINES: That is quite 
right. 

Mr. BRUCE: It is difficult to reconcile 
these statcrneut::l. The Minister lLts been 
honest-strangely so for him'---i;.1 adn1itting 
that the concec~ion system has failed. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did not say 
that. 

Mr. BRUCE: The hon. gentleman said 
that these concessions had got into the 
hands of ''go-getters." 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\Ir:-<ES : I said they 
had not come up to expectatiom. 

Mr. BRUCE: Quite a lot has been said 
about prospecting, but the granting of thew 
concession" restricted the ovorations of 
prospecting. 

The question so ably dealt witl1 Ly the 
hon. member for Burke in reg·ard to the 
trouble at ~\Iount Oxide is one on which 
I hope the Thiiuister ha.s so1ne ;..::no-wleJge. 
I hope the hon. gentleman kl'J.OI·; thP locality 
~o that he vi,-l]l appreciate wLat the con­
ditions are like. Tht: Gover11ment re1noved 
these men from 1he Industrial Coul't, and 
gave them no option but to take direct 
action. Immediately the hon. member for 
Durke brought up the matter of ccst of 
Jiving on these n1ines per 1ncdiun1 of 
a qu!·stion, the Government , .. :wuld ha,-e 
sent the Co1nmi~~-ioner of Price:' to ::\lount 
Oxide. They should not httve allo·,·ul the 
tributor.·\ who a.ro really only agcuts for 
the Chilla)Toe Smelters, to reduce the ,,-ages 
of theen men and to charge them 50 per 
cent. more than the coHect amuu•1t for their 
foodstutt's. As soon as the mea refuced 
the9e conditions, the Govonmwnt tried to 
get n1en to "scab" ut thE'"e tnines, and 
~ent a team of police to :'Vlount Oxide. 
The rncn resisted at tho time; but. when 
more police vvere sent, the 1ninees \verc 
eYm,tually arrc,ted and chargP::~not with 
one offon<:n, but with t·.,-o or three offPnccs, 
jnst as though they were desperate c;·im­
inals. On~ miner was charged with taking 
.:::, glln a ·v,"n~' from a mine protector, whose 
name sho',\ eel thet. while he might have 
originally hailed from the Continent, he 
had recently come from Chicago. He was 
a g.1.nc.ster employed by the owHcr~ of the 
mine as a mine protector. They d1d have 
men looking after the mines .;hen they 
were dosed up-quite decent, genial !'E'ople, 
who lived on the pLce. I will gnarantee 
that the Minister cannot prononnce the 
name of the person who produced a gun 
from his pocket and then found one of the 
miners taking it from him. E,-cry possible 
char)Te was laid against the3e me-. 
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Mr. HY.\'ES (Townsville) [9.36]: Anyone 
who has any knowledge or association with 
the mining industry knows full well that 
check inspectors performed a very useful ser­
vice in th8 way of protecting the lives and 
limb, of tho workers' in the mining inclus­
trv. There is no doubt that this work wa" 
carried c nt conscientious)·;- by the mining 
inspectors. The Minister admits that, iu 
order to dispense with the services of the 
check inspuctors, he rnorLd to the s'ubter­
fuge of reducing their wageB. That \vas not 
a mnnly thing for any pe1"on in such a 
high position to do to men who had given 
good ,service to the State for many years 
past, 

The SECHETARY FOR JYir~ES: There was no 
neccssit- for tho job. 

Mr. HY:\'ES: If there was no necessity 
for the job, the Mini,ter should ha>e had 
the courage to say so, and have dispens8d 
with their services in the ordinary way. 
There was work for these men, and it has 
been amp!:· demonstrated this evening that, 
as a result o£ the withdrawal of these 
men, there have been more fatal accidents 
and more J?-1inors injured in the perforn1· 
ance of their work than was the ease pre­
,-iously. T know Mr. vVilson very ·well. 
He is " man who had considerable experi­
ence as a practical miner. He also had 
considerable experience as an industrial 
organiso1· in the mining industry; and there 
was no ono better qualified to act in the 
capacity of check inspector than he. It has 
been said that this man was stationed at 
Townsville, That is not correct, because 
most of his time was spent in travelling about 
North Que0nslancl. He would go to th0 
Cairns hinterland, and then out as far as 
Mount Isa and Cloncurry. I know this 
man personall:, and had almos~ weekly 
communications from him, and I know that 
he was a\Yay most of the time. He was 
what might be called an itinerant inspector. 
Although his home was established in Towns­
villa, that was not reallv his place of 
residcnf G, because he spent nearly the whol(~ 
of his time traye!Jing round the :\'orth, 
perforn1ing his· duties in a conscientious vvay. 

The Uinister stated that the system of 
being able to appoint a man on the job to 
do the check inopGcting was a much better 
one. There is nothing now in that, as the 
system W'L in operation uncl~r the Labour 
reP,'ime, and the J\i[inister cannot take an, 
kudos for that state of offairs. It was alw 
necessary to have an inspector who was not 
dependent on the employer for his liveli­
hood, and who could conscientiously and 
fParlee,)y carry out the inspection. In most 
cases c!ecent employers welcomed a visit 
from Mr. \Vilson or any other chock in, pea­
tor. The j)resonce of the inspector in many 
cases· \'vas 1nstrumental in prC'serving indus~ 
trial pe1ce, bec"use he was a man with a 
fair amonnl of discretion. and a vast know­
ledge of industrial affairs, particularly in 
regard to mining. He was often able to 
arbitrate on small disputes, and give advice 
both to the men and the managers of tho 
mine"-, which innuiablv re,-ultecl in industrial 
peace heing preserved; therefor0, it was 
umncn for the Government to dispense with 
the -•t'rYicoJ of these check inspectors. 

The Minister stated that the fact of doing 
away with the conce3sions on the railways in 
connection with the consignment of ore from 
Cloncurry to Townsville was instrumental in 
more men being employed in the State by 

reason of the fact that that ore was diverted 
to Chillagoe, According to the figures given 
by the Secretary for Railways this morning, 
the quantity of ore trucked from Cloncurry 
to Townsville in the undermentioned years 
\Yas-

1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 

'Jlons. 
10,630 
15,628 
11,108 

430 

It is only 430 tons m 1931, because in th0 
meantime a large amount of that ore has 
been diverted to the Chillagor qneltcrs in 
order to keep the Secretary for 1\-linc, in his 
job-and make his scat comfortable for him. 
If ihe Minister's statement that this altered 
policy was instrumental in giving work to 
more men in the industry is correct, that 
would be reflected in having an increased 
amount of ore trucked from Cloncurry to 
Chillagoe; but the total qwmtity of ore 
trucked from Cloncurry to Chillagoe in 1931 
is 10,982 tons, or 5,000 tons loss than was 
trucked to Townsville in 1929, showing that 
there have been fewer men employed. Is it 
not logical to assume that, if there was less 
ore produced in the year mentioned by me, 
there were fewer men employed in the indus­
try? Still the Minist0r hos the temerity to 
try to mislead the Committee by saying that 
the policy of the Government in giving con­
cessions to those people who aro trucking 
their ore from Cloncurry to Chillagoe has 
been instrumental in finding more work for 
those engaged in the industry. 

In addition to the men who were working 
at the Chillagoe smelters under the Labour 
regime, there were 550 men also employed in 
other directions.- It should have been the job 
of the Government to encourage the produc­
tion of ore in the Chillagoe district, but they 
have clone nothing in that connection. Is 
it a sound and economical propoeition 
to take ore from Cloncurry to Chillagoe to 
keep the men going who are working on 
the smoltm·s. when there is an abundance of 
oro in t,hat particular district i£ only 
encouragement i:;; given to it·-; dcvelopn1Pnt 
and opening up·; l.'ndcr the administration 
of this Gon'rnrnont there haYe been f-'wor 
men employed in the production of ore in 
:'\forth Queensland than was the case under 
l he Labour regime; and under the ccmdi­
tions that we have referred to men who were 
consigning ore from Cloncurry to Town·Yille 
had a concession in regard to the rate of 
carriage. That is the logic of the figures 
which were presentGd by the Secrotarv for 
Railv ays (0 Parliament to-day. They rrove 
conclusively that the Secretary for Mines was 
incorrect when he made the statement that 
there are more men employed under the now 
policy of the Government than was the case 
under the Labour regime. 

I want to make some reference to the iPsu­
ing of the Order in Council which \ns instru­
mental in bringinv about such dislocation in 
the Cloncurry district in connection with ore 
production. At the time the Government 
indicated that they intended to suspend all 
awards in the metalliferous mining industry 
with th,, exception of silver-lead, I forecast 
that there would be trouble. ·when you take 
away from men the right of any redress other 
than direct action, they are forced to resort 
to direct action as a means of preserving 
their standard of living and fighting for what 
they have won in the past. 

JJlr. Hynes.] 
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That is exactly the position at Mount 
Oxide. I am an executive officu- of the 
_\ustralian vVorkers' Union, and I am con­
versant with the facts relating to the disloca­
tion of industry in those districts. The 
Government are wholly responsible for the 
position that obtains to-day. They claimed 
that, if the awards were suspended, low-grade 
propositions would b<• developed; but I am 
y1rcparec1 to ·ay that there are no more men 
v.orki~1g to-clay in the rnining industry than 
was tho case \'vhen the a wards were iu 
operation. Is it a fair thing to ask men 
to go dmvn into the bowels of the earth to 

ngc,ge in one of the most obnoxious and 
one of the most dangerous occupations at 
loss than the wage paid surface workers 
cm·ered by awards, particularly in view of 
the fact that the cost of living in those 
areas is from 25 per cent. to 50 per cent. 
higher than in coastal districts? These men 
had oome justification for endeavouring to 
preserve what the:v considered, and what I 
eon:;:ider, ]-. thr~ir right-a decent wage to 
enablr them to maintain themselves, their 
\Vivcs. and farnilies in decency and corn fort. 
That is all these men have been guilty of. 
They were not overpaid, because in some 
other instances higher wages wore paid. The 
hon. member fc.r Burke has emoted the cost 
of (·o1nmodities in this area.~ showing that 
the cost of liYing- is 25 per cent. higher than 
at Cloncnrry and 50 per c-?nt. higher than at 
Townsville. These men were ,,sked to work 
in the hoTels of the earth at a lower rate 
th~n was awarded bv the Industrial Court 
to workers in Towns,:illo. That is an injus­
tice; and is it anv wonder that men in such 
a position take 'the only course open to 
them In order to preserve their living stan­
dards and their rights? Direct action is the 
only thing left open to them. When the 
GoYcnmcnt suggested that the metalliferous 
mining award and other a\vards should be 
suspended. I pointed out that trouble would 
arise. The union of which I have the honour 
to be nn executi--re officer has, in sGa~on and 
out of season, advocated constitutional 
action. \Ve have pinned our faith to arbitra­
tion; and the decent employers of Queens­
land will admit that the Australian Workers' 
'Gnion has at all times stood four-square 
fol' the policv of arbitration. 

ThP SECRETARY FOR JYli"'ES : Are VOU behind 
the strikers? ' 

~.Ir. HY:'\ES: Thbe men ha Ye b' ._n re­
moved from the protection of the Industrial 
Court. If they had struck against a reduc­
tion in wages' a\1arded by the Industrial 
Court, then the Australian \Vorkers' Union 
could not consistently get behind them. 
The policy of the Australian ·workers' Union 
would be to 0nforcc the decision of the 
court. The union '' J.S prepared to adminis­
ter the_ a:vard oven if it \Ya~ ul!popular, as 
they d1d m the case of the na,otoral awani 
T\JPre they went out into the pastoral dis: 
!nets and cdorced the award because it was 
an award of an industrial tribunal. This 
is a case where the n1en had no Yoice in 
c~n.n;~ction l,Yit~ the: reducbon of their IYage:", 
\'>hlcn v. as t:rlntral'lly brought about bv their 
l'mploycr h1king advantage of the V action 
:elf the GoYernm<ent in gazetting the metal­
!1fcrous TI1lncrs out of the Industrial Court. 
l-Ie said to them, "I run going to reduce 
your wages· 10 per cent., or th-ene \Yill be 
no work for ~You.". r:rhat is getting back 
to the law of the JUnglP. Such a position 
has been brouvht about in this State by the 
pulley of iho GovcrnrrJcnt in taking \Vorker.-; 

[_B,Jr. Hynes. 

nway from the prot0ction of thr~ lndustricd 
C'0urt. That spirit of revolt is being fostered 
bY the action of the Government. These 
men had no other way of combating the 
ncfarjou designs of their en1ployer on their 
Jiving standard but by adopting direct 
action. It is the policy of the Government 
Lhat ha-, l;roughl a bout thn unfortunate posi­
twn e··.Etlr,g at_ :\Iount Oxid8. I hope that 
th1s [ OeJtiOn 'n!l act as a 'LUlling to the 
Uovf:rnmcnt. The Australian \Vorkers' Union 
\;rote to the Premier in a conciliatory 
mrtnner pointing out that it was his bounden 
daty to do something to bring about a 
rapprochement between the two factions· 
but the .Premier replied that, if he did can~ 
eel the Order in Council which had been 
issued USIJendinp; the awards, it would have 
the effect of thro'dng n1orc n1cn out of ·work. 

'fhe SECTIET.\RY FOR l\lr:;cs : That is quite 
true. 

Mr. HYNES: Can the hon. gentleman 
give me a specific instance where more men 
arc being emplovcd as a re,ult of the 
cancellation of the metalliferous mining 
U\Yard? 

The SECTIETA RY FOR :tliXLS : I rra Ye vou sorne 
information on that poir,t thi~ afternoon. 

Mr. HYNES: Even at the eleventh hour I 
app0al to the Premier to cancel the Order 
in Council. 

At 9.55 p.m., 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR:\IA:'\: Orclcr! 
Under the provision·' of S( ·sional Orders 
pas·-cc! by the House on 22nd July and 7th 
October I shall tiow k:n-e the chair and 
make 1ny report to tho I1ouse. 

The Hous·e resumed. 
Th,. TE:.:POR \RY reported 

p ·ogress. 
Resumption of Committee made an 

cf the Dav for to-morrow 
The Ho,;se adjourned at. 9.57 p.m. 

Ordce 




