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Questions.

WEDNESDAY, 11 NOVEMBER, 1931.

Mr. Speaker (Hon. C. Taylor,
took the chair at 10 a.m.

Windsor)

CESSATION OF BUSINIESS FOR
ARMISTICE DAY.

Mr. SPEAXER: I wish to inform hon.
members that at 11 a.m. the bars of the
House will be closed to observe the cus-
tomary two minutes silence in connection
with Armistice Day.

QUESTIONS.

REVEXUE AND EXPENDITURE, GIXDIE AND
Kairt State Farwvs.

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Queenton) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

“ What were the total amounts of (a)
revenue, (b) expenditure, at the Gindie
State farm and the Kairi State farm,
respectively, for the years ended 30th
June, 1927, 1928, 1929, and 1930?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, Cunaingham), for
the SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon LI . VValkm Cooroora) rephed——

ey - Gindie ! Kairl
Year ended i State Farm. i State Farm.
I g5 a | £ s d.
() Revenue.
30th June, 1827 .. | 631 8 6 1,312 710

30th June, 1928 .. |
30th June, 1929 |
30th June, 1930

587 19 0 11,178 12 2
1,115 7 O ‘1,03-1 17 0
132918111 895 11 0

(b) Expenditure.

30th June, 1927 .. 3,194 11 9 3 429 8 6
30th June, 1928 .. 4,‘)90 5 17
30th June, 1929 .. i 2,914 211
30th June, 1930 . ‘ 2,831 2 9
“These two farms are not run as

trading concerns with a view to profit,
but for the conduct of experiments and
for the brecding and distvibution of stud
antmals at prices within the rcach of the
ordinary farmer.”

SueorsTED EXTEN#ION TO POLicE or RIGHT 10
~
Coxntest PLEBISCITES.

Mr. DUNLOP (Roclhampton) asked the
Premier—

“In view of his receut announcement
that members of the public service are
not debarred from participating in plebl-
scites, will he also approve of the sanie
privilege or right being extended to
members of the pohce force?”

The TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes,
Wynnum), for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E.
Moore, Aubigny), replied—

“T am not disposed to consider any
alt- ration of the present police regula-
tion, which provides—

£6. (1) No member of the force shall
take any public part in political
affairs,

This 1egulat10n was gazetted in January,
1925.°
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Fees Pap 1o MEMBERS OF PHARMACY BOARD,

1918-1830.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra), for Mr.
KIRWAN (Brisbane), asked the Iome
Secretary—

“1, What was the amount paid to

each member of the Phermacy Board
for each of the years 1918 to 1930, inclu-
sive—(a) As board member feos for
attendance at meetings; and (b) as
examiners’ fees?

2. Werc members of the Pharmacy
Board paid prior to the year 1918 for
attendance at meetings?

3, Is there statutory authority for
the payment of members of the under-
mentioned boards for attendance at meet-
ings under the following Acts:—(a)
Medical Act; (b) Dental Act; (¢} Opti-
cians’ Ach; and {(d) Nurses and Masseurs’
Act?

“ 4 What amount, if any, has been
paid to the chairman and each member
of these boards—{a) Per meeting; and
(b) the maximum amount payable for
any period of twelve months to the chair-
man and each member?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon.
Peterson, Normanby) replicd—
“The information is being obtained.”

J. C.

EXTENSIONS OF LEASES OF SONOMA AND
BiraLEr HOLDINGS.

Mr.” COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

“1. On whose recommendation were
the Sonoma and Biralee holdings in the
Bowen electorate given extensions of
lease ?

“92, What was the period of
extension, and what conditions, if
were attached to same?”

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. A. Deacon, Cunningham) replied)—

“ 1. New leases were granted in respect
of Sonoma and Biralee holdings on the
recommendation of the Land Administra-
tion Board.

“2. In each casc the term of the new
lease is twenty years. HRach holding is
subject to one-fourth resumption at any

such
any,

time if required for closer scttlement
purposes. and a further one-fourth
resumption in fiffeen years. Hach hold-

ing is also subject to a condition requir-
ing the expenditure of £500 on water
and fencing improvements within five
years.”

CHARGES TFOR WATER, INKERMAN IRRIGATION
SCHEME.

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

“ What is the system now in operation
in regard to the charges made for the
use of the water from the Inkerman
irrigation scheme?”’

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

(Hon. W. A. Deacon, Cunningham) replied)—

“Charges are made—(1) A flat rate of

£3 10s. per acre per annum on benefited

land; (2) a charge of 24d. per unit of
electric power consumed.”
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COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATIVE
POWER BILL.
INITIATION.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. 1. Barnes,
Wynnuin), for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E.
Moore, Aubigny) [10.37]: I beg to move—

“That the ¥cuse will, at its next
sitting, vesolve itself into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to refer to the
Parliament of the Commonwealth, pur-
saant to section 51, XXXVII., of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth, power
to make laws with respret to the com-
pulsory conversion of certain securitics.”

Question put and passed.

DEBT CONVERSION (FURTHER
AGREEMENT) BILL.
INITIATION.

The TREASURER (Hon. W. II. Barnes,
Wynnum), for the PREMIER (Hon. A. E.
Moore, Aubigny) {10.38]: I beg to move—

“ That the FHouse will, at its next
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of
the Whole to consider of the desirable-
ness of intrcducing a Bill to approve an
agreement between the Commonwealth
of Australia of the first part and the
States of New South Wales, Victoria,
Queensland, South Australia, Western
Australia, and Tasmania cf the second,
third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and scventh
parts respectively, having further rela-
tion to the conversion of the internal
public debts of the Commonwealth and
the States.”

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.

ResuymprioNn orF CoOMMITTEE-—TENTH AND
ELEVENTH ALLOTTED Davs.

(Mr. Roberts, Fast Toowoomba, in the chair.)
DEPsRTMENT OF JUSTICE.
CHIEF OFFiCE.
Question stated—
“Thal £19.471 be granted for
partment of Justice—Chief Office.””’

. Mr. DASH (Mundingburra) [10.40}: Dur-
ing the previous discussion on this vote, the
hon. member for Warrego raised a question
in regard to itinerant auctioneers, and I
should like fo know from the Attorney-
Gencral whether anything has been done in
that matter

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgrosrty, South Brishane) [10.41]: I have
had communication from XNorthern bodies
such as the Townsville Chamber of Com-
merce on this matter, which was also brought
under my notice by Mr. Jolly, as the repre-
sentative of other hodies. The matter is
under consideration; and, az I said before.
an amendment is being prepsred, and, if
approved, we will put it through this
session.

Mr. KIRWAN (Brisbane) [10.42]: 1 want
to make reference to some of the comments
which have been made in connecction with
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan. I am not going
to allow the memory of a man for whom I

[Mr. Dash.

‘ De-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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had the highest esteem and respect to be
besmirched in this Chamber by certain hon.
members who suggest that the feex which he
received during his period of office as
Attorney-Gencral were not carned. 1 am
not going to make any comparison between
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan and the present
occupant of the office of Attorney-General.
Personally, I regard Mr. Ryan as one of
the greatest constitutional lawyers of Aus-
tralia, and one who fought cases involving
issues which were more important than many
of the issues raised in connected with-any
Australian case previously decided before the
Privy Council.

I want to make reference to what was
known as the Mooraberrie cattle case. I
was a member of this House when the
Denham Government, in response to a cable
from the Imperial Government, put through
in one day in this House and also in the
Legislative Council ¢ The Meat Supply for
Imperial Uses Act of 1914.” The object of
that Act was to give to Great Britain and
her Allies a supply of meat. The Imperial
Government were not satisfied with the
arrangements existing with regard to the
export of meat; and under that Act extensive
and extraordinary powers were taken—powers
which are only taken in case of war, when it
is highly imperative that there should be no
hitch in military arrangements. It is just as
true to-day as 1t was when the great
Napoleon stated that an army travels on
its stomach, therefore it was highly essen-
tia! that the British army should be sup-
plied with foodstuffs. That Act provided
that all meat cxported from Qucensland
should be practically under the control of
the Government. It also meant that prac-
tically all the cattle in Queensland were at
the disposal of the Imperial Government
for the supply of meat for the Imperial and
Allied troops. Representatives of the cattle
industry in this Chamber and also in the
Upper House gave the measure their bless-
ing, and, speaking on bechalf of the cattle
owners, said distinctly that they were pre-
pared to supply the necessary requirements
in the way of cattle.

Later on it was found that thcre was a
better market in Adelaide and Melbourne
for cattle than there was at the Quecns-
land meatworks; that is to say, these people
who talked about their loyalty and devotion
to the Empirc were preparsd to sell cattle
in the salevards of Melbourne and Adelaide
at £5 per head more than they could get in
Brisbane for the meat to be treated for
export for Imperial uses. Cattle began to
travel across the border. While cattle
owners generally were actuated by loyal
principles and were sending their cattle to
Queensland meatworks to provide meat for
the Imperial troops, others were sending
cattle over the border to be disposed of in
the South.

The result was that under “The Sugar
Acquisition Act of 19157 Mr. Ryan decided
to seize such cattle so that ther could be
used for Imperial purposes only, and not
be allowed to cross the border.

Mr. Brrier: He did not reguire them for
Imperial uses.

Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member can
say what he likes, but I am stating the facts
of the case, and Mr. Ryan was ultimately
upheld by the Privy Council, which I regard
as the apex of the British judicial system,
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and a much higher authority than the hon.
member for Port Curtis.

The squatters—those gentlemen who talked
about their loyalty and patriotism—formed
a conspiracy, and used an unfortunate
widow named Mys. Duncan, who hap-
pened to own a station, and an arrangement
was made to send some of her cattle across
the border. The squatters were not game
to do it themselves, but got behind the
skirts of this unfortunate widow—just the
same as happened when it was proposed to
adopt early closing in this city, when a
lot of talk was indulged in about the poor,
unfortunate widow who kept a shop being
victimised. When Mr. Ryan took action
with regard to securing the meat for the
Imperial Government, it was asked why the
Queensland Government should interfere
with this unfortunate widow, when she could
get £5 per head more in Adelaide than by
‘adhering to the agreement to supply meat
for Imperial purposss. Mrs. Duncan’s
cattle were seized. The case went before
the Full Court of Queensland, and the Go-
vernment of the day lost. It went to the
High Court in Sydney, and Mr., Ryan won
by a decision of five judges to two. It even-
tually went to the Privy Council, where it
was won by Mr. Ryan. The Imperial Go-
vernment on that occasion did what was
never done before in the history of the
British Empire. They invited the Queens-
land Attorney-General (the late Hon. T.
J. Ryan) to visit London and plead their

case. The Queensland Government acted
for the Imperial Government in that
case; and the late T. J. Ryan appeared

before the Privy Council on behalf of the
Imperial Government. 1is  brief was
marked, his fees arranged, and his necesszary
expenses paid by the Imperial Government,

and the Queensland faxpayers were not
called upon to contribute 1s. Mr. Ryan won
that case.

We can all recall the celebrated McCawley
case, when only one member of the Supreme
Coourt bench in Queensland was prepared to
administer the necessary oath when the late
Mr. Justice McCawley was sworn as a mem-
ber of the judiciary; but, when he died
suddenly at the zenith of his career, we
witnessed the fulsome adulation of the
people who had not a single good word to
<av for him when he was elevated to the
Supreme Court bench,

Mr. MaXWELL: Do you object to those
tributes ?
Mr. KIRWAN: No; but I do ohject to

the insincerity and hvpocrisy of those peonle.
The rame people paid tribute to Mr. Ryan
following his decease.

Mr., MAXWELL: You put Ryan out.

Mr., KIRWAN: The e¢nlv reply to the
bon. membor is a geood old English word of
four letters, but I would be called to order
i I were to we it. The late Mr. T. J.
Ryan won the McCawley case, the ‘“ Eastern”
case, the case in connection with the regula-
tion of sugar cane prices legislation, and was
able to preserve workers’ compensation as a
State mouopoly. When legislation dealing
with the last matter was under corsideration
in the Legislative Council, a well-known
Brisbane barvrister representing the insurance
companins of this Sfate drafted an amend-
ment which he hoped would kill workers’
compensation as a State monopoly; but he
evidently did not do his work cffectively,

[11 NOVEMBER.]
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seeing that the late Mr. T. J. Ryan was
successful before the Privy Council. The
following is an extract from an article deal-
ing with the legal triumphs of the late Mr.
T."J. Ryan which appeared in the * Daily
Mail”’ of 2nd August, 1921:—

“ Following his return to Queensland
after his appearance before the Privy
Council on the ‘Great Kastern’ case,
which he won, he found action had been
taken to overthrow the legislation under
which meat was secured for the British
troops and her allies. The Imperial
Armies Meat Act was challenged as in-
valid, on the ground that it infringed
the rights of interstate trade. After the
case was argued for eighteen days before
the full bench of seven judges at the
High Court at Melbourne, Mr. Ryan
secured a judgment in his favour by a
majority of five to two. By this judg-
ment the High Court, for the first time
in its history, reversed a prior decision
given by it on a similar case arising i~
New South Wales. Mr. Justice Isaao.
described the Queensland case as one of
the most important that ever came
before the High Court.

““ An effort was next made to upset the
Sugar Acquisition Aet in which a com-
modity such as sugar, meat, etc., could
be secured. This effort is best known
as the Mooraberrie cattle case. An action
was brought against the Government for
£5,000 damages for acquiring certain
cattle under the Sugar Act. The Supreme
Court of Queensland =zaid the Govern-
ment had wrongfully taken the cattis.
The High Court agreed and gave judg-
ment for £2,000 against the Queensland
Government. The case was a test.

“In 1919 Mr. Ryan appeared on the
appeal to the Privy Council and won.
Other notable triumphs in which he
figured brilliantly were secured in the
McCawley case, which greatly enhanced
his reputation as a constitutioral lawyer.
The proceedings before the (loal RBoard.
when he successfully challenged the in-
creased price of coal imposed by the
board; the Privy Council action which
resulted in the Qucensland cancgrowing
millowners paying their share (amount-
ing to several thousand pounds a year,
plus a fair sum in arrears) of administer-
ing the Sugar Cane Prices Act, under
which 2d. a ton was paid by the small
cane farmers Into a fund for working the
Act; the Privy Council appeal, which
decided that the Queensland Government
had a monopoly of workers’ compensa-
tion insurance; and the further Privy
Council appeal relating to the prohibi-
tion against Hindoo labour in the cane-
fields of Queensland, and these and other
cases in which Mr. Ryan scored in the
Supreme and High Courts.”

The interests of the peonle of Queensiand
were amply safeguarded by the payments
made to the late T. J. Ryan, whether bz
the TImperial Government, the Government
of the State of Qucensland. or by both.
There is no doubt that, had the Mooraberrie
case and the ‘‘ Eastern” case gone against
the Queensland Governmert, they would
have cost the Imperial and State Govern-
ments many millions of pounds. Both those
cases were won by Mr. Ryan.

It is rather remarkable that in the Moora-
berrie cattle case the attack did not come

Mr. Kirwan.]
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from the alleged disloyalists and traitors to
the Empire during the war, but it was en-
‘gineered, supported, and financed by people
who held the view that it was right and
proper to conscript the manhcod of Austrslia
Lor services abroad, if necessary, but that
it was not right that a few head of cattle
should be commandeered to feed the troops
30 sent abroad.

In the course of his reply the Attorney-
General stated that there was no real neces-
sity at the present time for the issue of
quarterly electoral rolls. Before quarterly
rolls were decided upon by the Labour
Government, a system prevailed under
which a quarterly electoral list was pub-
lished in the newspapers circulating in the
various electorates. This showed the names
of those electors who had left the electorate,
or who were disqualified, or who were dead.
Those electors who were wrongfully removed
from the roll under these headings were
given by this published information an
opportunity of making representation to
the electoral authorities for the reinstate-
ment of their names. There was the well-
known case of a doctor in Charters Towers
some years ago who woke up one morning
to find that, so far as the electoral office
was concerned, he was officially dead. The
hon. member for Mount 1 Morgan reminds me
that he was marked dead on one occasion,
and that he had considerable difficulty in
proving he was alive.

The SECRETARY FOR ILABOUR AXD INDUSTRY :
On one occasion he was on two rolls at the
same time.

. KIRWAN: If the intention to abolish
thc 1"sue of quarterly elactoral rolls is
founded on economy, then the Government
should resort to the old practice of publish-
ing the names of those electors who are
from time to time removed from the rolls
in order to give them an opportunity of
making application to be placed on the
rolls again.

I intended to refer to the question of
legislative action being taken to permit of
a review of rents of business houses, but,
as the Attorney-General has agreed to
receive a deputation on that mattel T have
no desire to pursue the matter further at
the present time, Provision is now made to
permit householders to have their rents
reviewed; but while some city landlords
who rent or lease shops met their tenants
in the unfortunate position in which theyr
found themselves owing to the depression,
there are other landlords who, like Shylock,
are insisting on their pounJ of flesh and
refuse any relief to their tenants. TLegis-
lative enactment might be necessary to com-
pel these landlords to easc the burden on
their tenants in a similar manner to what
many other landlords have done.

Mr. BUTLER (Port Curtis) [10.57): The
hon. member for Brisbane made some rather
extraordinary statements concernmg the late
Ar. T. J. Ryan’s fees in connection with
the Mooraberrie cattle case. The facts con-
cerning that case are not at all as stated
by the hon. member. The hon. member
has attempted to stir up feeling against
the graziers by stating that they endea-
voured to send their cattle out of the State
in order to avoid their being slaughtered
and sent overseas to feed the troops.

Mr. Kmwav: I repeat that
again, and say it deliberately.

[Mr. Kirwon.

statement
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Mr. BUTLER: That is absurd. The hon.
member was perfectly right in stating that
Mr. Denham, the then Premier, piloted a
Bill through Parliament on 11th August,
1914, authorising the Government, on behali
of the Imperial Government, to take posses-
sion of all the cattle in Queensland. That
Bill passed through this Parliament with
the concurrence of every grazier in Aus-
tralia. They were only too pleased to hand
over their cattle for the use of the Imperial
Government. A contract was eventually
entered into between the Imperial Govern-
ment and the various meatworks of the
State to take the output of all meatworks
in  Queensland at the contract price
of 4id. per 1b., f.o.b. How could any cattle
owner, by driving cattle across the western
border of this State to serve the Adeclaide
market, defeat the objects of that Act?
Any such contention is absurd. All the meat
shipped from Australia was shipped to the
Imperial Government, and was paid for at
the contract price I have mentioned. It did
not matter twopence whether that meat was
exported from Queensland, Victoria, South
Australia, or Western Australia. The hon.
member is simply talking through his neck.

Mr. Xiewan: I am telling the truth, and
you don’t like it.

Mr. BUTLER: The real fact of the
matter is that the late T. J. Ryan intro-
duced a Bill which had for its purpose
the seizure of about 100,000 tons of beef
belonging to the graziers at a price of
3xd. per lb, in order to supply the State
butcher shops. The hon. member cannot
get away from that fact.

CESSATION OF BUSINESS FOR
ARMISTICE DAY.

At 11 a.m.,

In accordance with Mr.  SpEAXER’S
announcement at the opening of the sitting,
business was suspended for two minutes,
during which time hon. members stood in
silence.

SUPPLY.
ResumprioN oF COMMITTEE.

Mr. BUTLER (Peré Curtis) [11.2]: The
hon. member for Brishane is quite incorrect
when he says that action was taken by the

Labour Gov ernment o seize the meat in
order that it might be available for the
Tmperial Gover nment. The fact of the

matter is that the Labour Government had
promised at the elections in 1915 to supply
cheap meat to the people of Queensland.
They found it impossible to do so, «nd
fheleupon proceeded to commandeer Iawe
quantities of meat from the graziers at 34d
per lb., although the I*npenal contrict price
was 48d. per lb., in order that the com-
mandecred meat might find its way in to the
State butcher shops It is idle also for the
hon. member for Brisbane to say that advan-
tage was taken of the fact that Mrs. Duncan
was the owner of Mooraberrie Station in
order to fight a test case. The fact of the
matter is that Mooraberrie, the property of
¥rs. Duncan, was more convenient to the
Adelaide market than to the Brisbane
market at the time when the cattle were
being moved across the border.

Mr. Porrock: What nonsense!
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Mr., BUTLER: It is not nonsense, it is
a fact; and it was considerably cheaper to
get those cattle into the Adelaide market
than %o send them to Brisbane.

Mr. Pourock: Absolute rot!

Mr. BUTLER: What I say
correct,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would
point out to the hon. member that this has
nothing to do with the vote now under
discussion. The hon. member for Brisbane
got very much farther away from the point
than I should have allowed him to go. I
desire to be fair, and I have allowed the
hon. member for Port Curtis to reply, but
I would ask him not to pursue the subject
any further.

Mr. BUTLER: I

is perfectly

have been led into

innumerable by-paths in endecavouring to
reply to the hon. member for Brisbane. 1
think, however, that I have answered him

most effectively.

Ttem (Department of Justice—Chief Office)
agresd to,

COURTS OF PETTY SESSIONS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Maecgroarty, South Brisbane) [11.5]1: 1 beg
to move—

¢ That £75,540 be granted for ¢ Courts
of Petty Sessions. ™’
The amount voted last year was £81,729;
the amount actually expended was £80,358.
If any hon. member desires any information,
I shall be only too happy to supply it.
Item agreed to.

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N, F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) [11.6]: I beg
to move—

“ That £28,874 be granted for ‘Klec-
toral Registration.””’
The principal difference in this vote com-
pared with the vote for the previous year is
that there is provision this year for £20,000
in connection with the forthcoming election.
This matter already has been fully discussed
on the vote for ¢ Chief Office”” ; but there is
onc picce of information that 1 desirc to
give to the Committee. 7The hon. member
for Townsville stated that 700 of his elcctors
had been struck off the roll within the last
six months. I have had the figures verified
at the electoral office, and the correct figures
Are-—
Transferred to other district: and
enrolled . . .. 604

Objections (some of whom have
since claimed enrolment else-
where) Lo %

Dead Y

Dlaquahﬁed 4

Total .. R 7a9
It will be scen, thercfore, that the statement

made by the hon. member for Townsville is
not correct.

Mr, Murnax: On the vote for the ¢ Chief
Office’” I mentioned that to-day 30,000 people
were off the rolls as a result of the amending

Elections Act passed last session. You did
not explain that matter.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not

know where the hon. member got his figures,
I do not remember him raising the question.

Mr. Mvurrax: The hon. gentleman pro-
bably overlooked it. I shall refer to it later,

[11 NOVEMBER.]
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon,
member for Gregory also referred to dis-
qualifications in his electorate. I would

pomt out that there has been no election
in the Gregory sinca 1923, and the figures
are—

Transfers to other districts ... .. 242
Objections ... 985
Dead .. 26
Disqualified .. 10

Total .. 1,263 .

Mr. MULLAN (Flinders) [11.10]: The
amount expended last year in conncetion
with the electoral office was £10,207, although
the amount appropriated last year was
£11,169. As the Attorney-General is only
asking for £28,874 this year, it means that he
has only allowed £18,000 for the elections.
I think the hon. gentleman will be a very
lucky man if he can conduct an election for

£18,000.

I want to refer again to the figures which
I submitted on the vote for °‘ Chief Office.”
Apparently, in the excitement of last week,
the Attorney-General overlooked that point.
That was no doubt excusable, as the matter

is small in comparison with the major
question under discussion at the time.
Nevertheless, the figures are of great

importance. I am open to argument; but
1 think I demonstrated on Friday that 30,000
people in this State had been disfranchised
as the result of the amending Act passed
last year. I submitted that as the first-
fruits of the Act, so to speak, and I anti-
cipated that there would be a larger number
before the elections in May next. It will
only take a couple of minutes to demon-
strate my argument. The population of
Queensland on 30th June last was 859,572,
On the census Dbasis of 1921, according to the
census authorities, 56.29 per cent. of the
population were over twenty-one years of
age, and we must prosume that the same
percentage exists to-day. That equals
540,143 people twenty-one years of age and
over. I am not going to say that all that
number should be on the roll, because we
must consider tourists, travellers, and per-
sons who have just reached the age of
twenty-one and have not bothered to get
on the roll. The usual estimaste to make for
that class of people is about 12,000. Take
12,000 from 540,143, and we have 528 143.
What is the number on the State roll? If
we take the same date—30th June last—the
number on the State roll was 497,806, there-
fore. 30,337 people werce off the roll on 30th
June last.

Mr. Tozer: You surely don’t say that
because they are not on the roll the Act of
last vear disfranchised them?

Mr. MULLAN : T say that I must come to
that conclusion. I told the Attorney-General
when we were discussing the Bill last year
what would be the inevitable result of the
Bill, no matter how sympathetic his officers
might be. I know the electoral officers just
as well as the Attorney- General does; and I
have no hesitation in saying that he has a
very efficient and capable staff of men, who
will administer the Act reasonably and sym-
pathetically; but, however sympathetic the
administration may be, they must take into
consideration the law and the regulations.
Even if the Attorney-General acts liberally,
he, too, must act within the law; and,

Mr. Mullan.)
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apparently he so acted during the last twelve
months, since the amendment of the Act has
led to this result. I shall be glad to
have any other explanation which the
Attorney-General may offer; but, unless he
is prepared to prove that black is white,
I cannot see how he can prove othel\nse
than that there are 30,337 off the roll to-day
as a result of the amending Act of last
session,

The Attorney-Gencral, when speaking the
other day, said, ‘“ What does it matter
whether a man is on the roll or not?” Of
course, to be fair, he meant at the present
time. I am not going to give his words the
meaning one might easily deduce therefrom
—that the Attorney-General wanted to dis-
franchise people. 1 am going to accept
his own construction, which meant, I think,
“YWhat does it matter? This is not the
time of the elections; it will be all right
so long as we get them on by the time of
the elections.” If he meant that, why
bother about a roll until there is an elec-
tion? That is the logical conclusion, unless
I took the other meaning, which would prob-
ably be unfair to the Attorney-General. If
he meanr that it does not matter whether
you are on the roll or not so long as you
are there at election time, then, following
that reasoning, there ought to be no rolls
except just at electwn time. That would be
a bad thing. It is a good thing to have rolls
as a basis for enrolment for elections later
on. rose particularly to obtain an
explanation as to why 30,337 people were
off the rolls as at 30th” June last.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) [11.19]: The
electoral office must ha\e some system upon
which to work, and it is desirable that there
should bo electoral rolls. I consider that
an annual roll and a roll every quarter are
too many; a half-yearly roll would be quite
sufficient. It does not matter a great deal
whether a person is on the roll or not to-day
so long as he is on the roll in time for the
elections. There will be a new annual roll
at the end of the year, » quarterly roll in
March, and a supplemcntarv roll prior to the
eecttom and there will be every oppor-
tunity for all persons to become enrolled.

~Mr. Hyxes: What is the date of the elec-
tion ?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: That has

not yot been fixed, but probably April, May,
or June.

Mr. MurLan: What year?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I
definitely, 1932.
doubt about that.

The hon. member for Flinders contends
that the amendment of the electoral law
passed by this Government has been respon-
sible for the removal of the names of 30,000
people from the rolls; but I would remind
him that since the amended law came into
force 2,000 additional names have been added
to the rolls. I do not accept the figures
quoted by the hon. membe1 He has
ridiculously argued that 30,000 names have
been removed. If there are 30.000 muore
people entitled to be enrolled, then it is
because they have not bothered to carry out
their duty, or else the system inaugurated at
the electoral office has not yet reached them.

Mr. MurraN: You know that there is
another reason.

[Mr. Mullan.

say
There has never been any
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not
know any such thing; and I will not allow
the hon. member to charge this Government
with having removed those names, Probably
the hon. member has been supplied with
figures by some figure expert; but figure
experts sometimes make mistakes that are
revealed merely by checking. If there are
30,000 people entitled to be enrolled who are
not enrolled, then those who are interested in
the elections should see that they are en-
rolled. There is not the slightest objcction
to their being enrolled.

Mr. HYNES:
debars them.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The Go-
vernment have not attempted wrongfully to.
remove people from the roll; in fact, the
number on the roll has been increased by
2,000 since the amending Act of 1930 came
into force.

Mr. MULLAN (Flindcers) [11.22]: I have
obtained my figures from the officials of the
various Government departments. The
Attorney-General himself supplied the num-
ber of people on the roll at 30th June last.
When speaking on the Electoral Districts Act
he stated that the number on the roll as at
30th June last was 497.806, and I obtained
the figures showing the populatlou of Queens-
land as at 30th June last from the Registrar-

The residential qualification

General. As to the percentages——

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: They are your
own.

Mr. MULLAN: They are not, ZLet the

Attorney-General refer to the “ Official Year
BRook,” or go to the library and look up the
Commonwealth census for 1921, or ring up
his own statistical officers. They will tell
him that at the census of 1921 it wes found
that 56.29 per cent. of the population at that
date were twenty-one years of age or over.
I have shown Where 1 have obtained my
figures. There is no question of calculation.
They are mathematically correct; therefore,
I have demonstrated that there are 30337
electors off the roll. There may be a differ-
ence of opinion as to why they are <ff the
roll; but surely the hon. gentlemsn must
admit the figures! TIf he does not, I would
ask him to refer to hiz own officers in the
lobby.  Surely they will not question the
population figures of Queensland as at the
30th June last or deny that the particulars
given in conneetion with the redistribution
scheme are correct!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Doth those figures

are accurate, but the percertages are
different.
Mr. MULLAN: Does the hon. gentleman

suggest that the percentage of 56.29 is not
correct; or does he meun that that per-
centage of the population is not twenty-one
years or over? He wants to be fair. If we
come together and reason, he must admit
that on these figures, which are his own
official figures, there arc 30,000 eclectors off
the roll. As I said, there might be a
differcnce of opinion why they are off the
roll.  The Attornecy-General states that his
officials have done evervthing they could in
the matter. I am not blaming his officials;
they arc not responsible, He knows vers well
who is responsible. His Government are
responsible, because they passed the Elections
Acts Amendment Act last year, making
three months the residential qualification.
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That is the real and only reason for the
absence of these 30,000 electors from the roll.

"The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Didn’t I give you
the answer in connection with the Townsville
electorate ?

Mr. MULLAN: The hon. gentleman did
not give an answer; he merely sidetracked.
He cannot give an answer. My statement
that his Government are entirely responsible
for disfranchising these pcople 1s unanswer-
able. I have made due allowance for those
who are not on the roll through their own
neglect; and the fact remains that 30,000
people to-day are disfranchised as the result
of last vear’'s Act; and the number will
probably be 50,000 at the time of the elections
next year.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) [11.28]: I did
not make any complaint to the Attorney-
General last Friday as to names being
removed from the Gregory vroll. The
Attorney-General's statement about the state
of the Gregory roll is purely an Aunt Sally
that he has put up to fire at. No one made
any suggestion to him about the Gregory
electorate. I have read my speech in
“ Hansard,” and there is no reference in it
to complaints about names having been
removed from the Gregory rvoll. My com-
plaint last Friday was that nomadic workers
in the Western towns—men who have no
permanent home and are on the roll as
residing, say, at the Royal Mail Hetel,
Winton—when away from their 1eg1stered
address either following droving, shearing,
or looking for work, will have their names
removed from the roll after they have been
absent for three months. Their contract may
last for six or twelve months, Many drovers
are on the track for that time. Many of
them are single men without homes, and
with no permanent place of address other than
that given on the electoral roll. Although
they may have left the electorate for twelve
months, they may still be, and probably are,
within the State. Under the Elections Acts
Amendment Act they cannot enrol for a
particular electorate until after they have
resided for three mouths in the electorate
for which they desire to enrol. Many of
these people, particularly men who are
droving, shearing, or looking for work, are
away from their usual headquarters for
lengthy periods. It is very rarely that they
are three months in an electorate, and the
Tlections  Act:  Amendment et was
designed to keep those people off the roll
I do not cxpect that any great drive to
remove names from the voll will be made
until just prior to the clections, when objec-
tions will be lodged by the "Country-
Nationalist organisations against names of
men appearing on the rolls when those men
have not been in the district for three
months. although they are still somewhere
in the State, travelling or working, and are
just as good citizens as anybody else. They
may be unable to fulfil the three months
residential qualification which would enable
them to get upon another roll, I argue in
all good Taith that, whether they be out of
work, or whether they be drovers, shearers,
or general nomadic workers, these people are
entitled, as citizens of the State, to have
their names retained on one roll until they
can qualify to be enrolled on another roll,
provided. of course, that they are in the
State of Qucensland.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :

There is nothing
wrong with that,

and it will be done.
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Mr. POLLOCEK ; If that is not permitted,
then a large number of the best citizens of
the State will be disfranchised. These
arguments were used by us when the Elec-
tions Acts Amendment Bill was being con-
sidered last year. It is obvious to me that,
ss the law now stands, the drive to remove
names from the roll will be made by the
organisations referred to prior to the elec-
tions, when it will be too late to raise any
(otnplamt in this Chamber. If they are
not careful, these people will find that their
names are nct on the old rolls, and that
they are unable to vote because they have
not the residential qualification to be
enrolled elsewhere. That is the most serious
feature of the amending Act of last year.
Despite what the Attorney-General may
say as to retaininy names on the roll, if
objections are lodged, then the officials con-
cerned must act in accordance with the law.

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan) [11.34]:
I understood the Aftorney-Gieneral to state,
by interjection, that a nomadic worker who
found it impossible to qualify for enrol-
ment on another roll by reason of the fact
that he had to travel in the course of his
occupation, would have his name retained
on the original roll under which he was
qualified to vote. I do not know whether
the hon. gentleman intends to take that
power by regulation; but my reading of the
Flections Acts Amendment Act leads me
to think that the clecioral officials may not
interpret the Act in that way. It was
provided last year that, before a name
could be struck off the roll, the person con-
cerned must be absent from the electorate
for three months.

The Arrorxev-GexzBAL: More than that;
because notice of objection is given at the
end of three months, and if may take two or
three wecks to finalise the matter, so that
four months or more may elapse.

Mr. STOPFORD: I understood the hon.
member for GGregory to argue that, if a man
found it impossible for him to qualify for
envolment on another roll, he might com-
municate the fact to the electoral autho-
rities, and that they would retain his name
on the roll of his original electorate.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You should have
been here when I read a certain communi-
cation on Friday. KEvidently I shall have to
read it again

Mr. STOPFORD: I do not want the
hon. gentleman to read it again, if I have
his assurance on the matter. I know that
an Act somewhat similar to this had to be
administered in 1912; and although repeated
assuran were given as to a person’s
domicile, it was ruled, in respect of certain
men who were enyaged on relaying work
at Petrie, that a tent was not a residence,
therefore ther were not domiciled there for
the purposes of electoral registration.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: We have ruled
that it is a domicile, and we will see that it
is carried out.

Mr. STOPFORD: But these are matters
V»ch‘h will be determined by the registrar.
I know that just prior to the 1912 election I
found that an electoral registrar had ruled
that seventy men working at Petrie were
not eligible under the 1emdent1al qualifica-
tion because they resided in tents. I had to
secure seventy sworn statements on the
matter. It should be the aim of everyone

Mr. Stopford.]
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to give every citizen of the State an oppor-
tunity to qualify for enrolment. I ‘quite
realise that we want the rolls as purc as
possible; but we should see that the men
whom we arc so fond of praising—the men
who carry on our seasonal industries—
should be given cvery facility to enable
them to remain on the rolls. Men engaged
in picking cotton in my own district are
arelled to travel about: and, as three
electorates converge at that point, they may
not be in the one electorate for threc
months at a time. They may not travel
&) miles during the whole of the scason, but
they would not have a three months’ quah-
fication:; consequently they would be struck
off the roll, and would find it impossible to
get back on the roll. From what the
Attorney-General has told us, a man with
a family can claim a ve-ident qualification
for the place where his family resides; but
the nomadic worker will be affected by the
Act as it stands: and I am pleased to have
the assurance of the Attornev-General that
he has given certain instructions. and 1
sincerely hope that these instructions will
be properly interpreted by those who
receive them.

Mr. HYNES {Fownsville) [11.38]: I wish
to refer to the Attmne” General's reply to
my statement that a number of names had
been cxcised from the roll for the Towns-
ville electoral district. That was just an
ex-parta statement by the Attorney-General,
and, although the rules of Parliament com-
pel me to accept his statement as being
correct, like the Scotchman, **1 hae ma
doots aboot it.”

The ATTORNEY-GENFRAL: I got the figures
from the electoral registrar.

Mr. HYNES: My people have teold me
distinetly that very many old residents who
have lived in the clectorate all their lives
have had their names removed from the
roll.

The ATTORNEY-(GENERAL :
vou anrthing.

Mr. HYNES: The hon. gentleman has
besn telling the public a lot of things that
are not true. That is‘ whx he is called
 Mr. Necessity Macgrearty.

MMr. A. Joxes: Why ‘ Necessity ”

~Mr, HYNES: B“c‘luse they say ‘ Neces-
sity knows no law.” (Laughter.)” There i-
a distinet difficulty in regard to migratory
workers remaining on the roll: and that
particularly applies to places hl\@ Towns-
ville and other northern constituencies,
WhOlO men are obhoed to leave the district
and engage in seasonal industrie: in order
a livelihood, “ hen the prinecipal
zoing through Parlianiang, the
Attor: ney- -Gieneral mede tho staterient that
there were twelve namos on the roll for a
boarding-house in South Brishare. almou ch
those people were not living at the place.

The Arrornev-CEnrit: I said over 100.

Mr, HYNES: The hon. gentleman said
that he was not going to p‘xnnt it ccntmua-
tion of that state of affaire. Take the o
of a man staring at a hotel in Townsvi 10
He may go out shesring and get a run
with a <he11mg contractoz and is probably
awav two or three months ‘before he reiurns
to Townsville, The previous Administration
recognised the difficulty that that man
would have in keeping his name upon the

[Mr. Stopford.

They  will telt
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roll; therefore, they made it a condition
that no name was to be taken off the roll
unless the individual made application 4o
get on another roll, or unless there was
absolute proof that the person was dead or
had left the State. I am satisfied that the
three months’ residential qualification is
going to be uscd by the agents of Labour’s
opponents at the next election in order to
prevent migratory workers from exercising
a vote at the next election.

A few years ago, when Labour was in
power, audacious attempts were made by
Nationalist members to get names off the
roll. The hon. member for Mundingburra
quoted a letter that had been sent to cer-
tain electors in the Northern constituencies
purporting to have come from the electoral
registrar. It was proved to be a bogus
letver sent out by the Nationalists in order
to frighten electors about keeping their
names on the rolls. It tramspired that in
some cases there were persons whose names
were on other rolls in the State, and it is
quite possible for that to be done in a legi-
timate way. These letters which were sent
to these people purported to have come from
the electoral registrar, and to be Govern-
ment documents. The intention was tc inti-
midate these people and get them to take
their narnes off certain rolls. We shall find
that these organisers will be particularly
active just before the next eleciions.
Hundreds of names will be excised from the
roll in every district where there is such
an organisation, which will do nothing but
work in conneetion with the rolls.  There
are several people paid high wages in the
Townsville office of the Nationalist Associa-
tion whose main work is to peruse the rolls
with the object of taking names off the roll
of electors, who it is expected will vote
against Nationalists at the elections. I
saw a letter signed by the Nationalist Asso-

ciation in '1'0\111“*1110, which was sent before

the last clection to a man who had left
Townsville and was permanently residing
and voting in New South Wales. That

man was told to communicate with the
Nationalist office, which would direct him
how to exercise his vote at the Queensland

elections.  * Smith’s Weekly ”’ got hold of
the letter, but for some reason did not pub-
lish it.  The Nationalist Association at

Townsville devised means for getting people
who had left Townsville for some years and
taken up residence in New South Wales to
exercise a vote in Queensland because their
names happened to be on the roll. A groat
hardship is imposed on a big section of the
community. The hon. member for Flinders
stated that there are 30,000 people who have
been disfranchised, and that is a conserva-
tive estimate. If it were possible to get the
correct figures, I believe the number would
be much greater than that.

Mr. Maxwern: How do you know that
that may not be duc to duplication?

AMr., HYNES: There will be duplications
under any system; but therc will not be
duplication so far as exercising the vote is
concerned. I do not think that at election
time there is one in 10.000 people who will
take the risk of voting twice. The average
citizen is not going to break the law for
the purpose of exercising another vote;
he only wants one vote. The rights of the
man who is doing useful work in our big
primary industries should be preserved; and
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he should know that his name is on the roll
for a certain electoral district. Surely a
man on the roll in Townsville who is away
for a few months in the year going round
the country following his occupation should
have his name kept on the Townsville roll!
Under the existing Act such a man will not
be permitted to get his name upon another
roll, as he will not be sufficiently long in
any one electoral district to qualify for
enrolment, For that reason I say that the
Administration has been dishonest in con-
nection with this legislation by disfranchis-
ing those workers.

The Attorney-General gave a very feeble
excuse for discontinuing the practice of
printing the quarterly rolls. The discon-
tinuance of that practice causes confusion
in the minds of people, and it is almost
impossible in some districts for a man to
ascertain whether his name is on the roll
ot not. There are certain names taken
off the Townsville roll every six months, for
instance. It is said that the electoral regis-
trar notifies people in writing that he is
taking their names off the roll; but, when
such a person has left his registered address
and has gone cane cutting or shearing, the
notification mnever reaches him. He never
knows until clection day that his name is
taken off the roll. If there were a quar-
terly roll, or, in the absence of a quarterly
roll, lists were printed showing the names
which have been taken off or added to the
roll, a person would be able to ascertain by
calling at a police station or consulting the
urion organisers whether his name was still
on the roll or not.

The printing of quarterly sheets would not
entail very great expense, and it would
ensure that a person who is entitled to vote
would be able to exercise the franchise on
election day. Apparently the Attorney-
General has no 1ntention of publishing
quarterly sheet«; and T can only conclude
that there is something sinister bchind the
action of the Government in discontinuins
the printing of quarterly rolls.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.

Macgroarty, South Brishane) [11.49]: On
Friday the hon. member for Townsville
stated that 600 or 700 names had been

removed from the Townsville roll, and ho
blamed the Government or the new electoral
system for that state of affairs. heva 13
no satisfying some people. I have had some
information prepared by the Electoral
Registrar’s Office relating to the Tovwnsville
clectoral roll. The hon. member was not in
the Chamber a while ago, when I quoted
the figures on this subject. T will there-
fore quote them again. 'This information
shows that 739 names have been removed
from the Townsville electoral roll since the
amendment of the Elections Act by this
Government, made up as follows:—

604 names were removed from the roll
because the people hud trav:ferred
to other districts and had beecome
enrolled in the new districts.

94 names were removed hecause ther
were objected to—7 of these have
since claimed carolment elsewhere.

27 of the electors have died.

4 were disqualified; making a total of

739

Mr. Hyxis :
four names?

Who objected to the ninety-
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The elec-

tora' registrar. The hon. member for Towns-
ville complains that the Government are
trying to injure these persons and thereby
to injure him, but that is all nonsense.

Mr. ¥lyNns: Were the whole of the objec-
tions made by the electoral registrar?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Ninety-
four names were objected to by the electoral

registrar.
Mr. HynNES: At whose instance?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I advise
the hon. member to consult the department.
In many cases the objections were lodged
because no reply had been received.

The hon. member for Mount Morgan also
complained that by the administration of
the new law the Government propose to
remove the poor worker from the roll and
thereby injure him.

Mr. Hyxes: Hear, hear!

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The hon.
member would say, * Hear, hear!” to any-
thing. He is in.a blue funk. Last year I
stated that we would do everything possible
to see that all persons entitled to a vote
would have an "opportunity of ecxercising
the franchise. 1 had an interview with
Mr. Cole, the principal electoral registrai.
and he proceeded to administer the law in
an equitable and just manner. What morc
could be done for the hon. member for
Mount Morgan than has been done by the
issue of this circular dated 26th March, 1831,
forwarded to all the State electoral registrars
throughout Queensland. 1 do not propo:e
to read it all, but one paragraph states:—

“ Regarding electors who may have
left the district or division, particular
inquiry should be made as to whether
such electors havs left the division for
a period of three months or more and
have definitely ceased to reside therein,
and do_not possess a home in the divi.
sion. In connection with persons who
may be noted as ‘left’ a notice is sub-
sequently sent to the address of such
elector on the roll to ensurc that the
name will not be wrongly removed.”

What better could the hon. member have
than that? I repeat that there should be
some responsibility on the electors. If =
man goes out in search of work or en 28
In a seasonal occupation outside his «istricr,
he should take the precaution of notifying
the electoral registrar that he wishes to
retain the old electorate as his home snd
to vote therein. The electoral registrar will
then receive instructions to retain his name
on that roll, whether he be away for three
months or for six months. What could be
fairer than that?

Mr. POLLOCK :
home ?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I will go
furiher, and say that, if an elector informs
the clectoral registrar that he hos a place of
residence, whether it is a hotel or boarding-
hpu»e, which he desires to be recognised as
his permanent address, because it is his wish
to remaln on the roll uvn which he is enrolled
at the present time, I will give instructions
to the principal electoral registrar that such
clector be retained on the electoral roll.

Mr. Hynes:
been issued.

don. N. F. Macgroa.-ty.]

But what if he has noc

Those instructions have not
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I do not
intend to repeat myself, bocause the hon.
member will not listen to official figures; he
is evidently suffering from blue funk about
his retention of his seat.

I have official figures in answer to the hon.
member for Flinders, whose argument was
that because of the three months’ residontial
qualification in ““ The Elections Acts Amend-
ment Act of 1930, 30,000 people have been
removed from the rolls. It follows as a
natural consequence that had we retained
the residential qualification in the old Act
of one month these 30,07 people would still
be on the roll and evervthing would be all
right.

Mr. MULLAN : You prove your owh casc.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Let me
give accurate figures. The residential

qualification under the Commonwealth Klec-
toral Act is one month as compared with
three months in the Stats Act. The total
enrolment uhder the Commonwealth Act for
the Federal electorates in Quecnsland as at
the Z0th June, 1931, was 486,073. Those
ficurcs are ]ust as accurate and authentic
as those given by the hon. momber for
Flinders. The total number enrolled on the
Stato cleetoral rolls at the same date was
497,806. In spite of this awful threce months’
residential qualification we have to-day

11,733 more people enrolled on the State
clectoral rolls than on the Commonwealth
rolls? Is that not a complete answer to the

argument of the hon. member that. because
of the alteration in the resideutial qualifica-
tion, the present Government have disfran-
chised 30,000 people? 1In view of those
figures, his argument will nct stand.

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) [11.58]: I am
going to ask the Attorney-General a plain
question, which can be answered just as
plainly.  If a man makes his headquarters
at a hotel and is absent from the electorate
for three months, has the Attorney-Gencral
issued instructions to the local ~electoral
authoritics that the name of that man shall
be rctuined on the roll if he desires that
address to be kept as his headquarters?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brishane) [11.59}: I gave
those instructions to the prmclpal electoral
registrar last year when the Elections Acts
Amendment Act was passed.

Mr. Porrocx : Has he acted on them?

The ATTORNLEY-GENERAL: I cannot
say definitely; but I told him to make him-
self as plain as possible in that regard to
every electoral registrar. The extract from
the circular which I read means that.

Mr, Poutock: Oh, no!
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I gave a

similar answer last year. We are taking
every precaution on behalf of the elector;
but therc is also some responsibility on him.
If an elector moves out of an electorate and
remains away for more than three months,
it is only natural to assume that he will
enrol in another district; and it is only
natural to assume further that he should be
automatically removed from the roll in which
his name appears originally; but, if he
declares his place of residence to the elec-
toral officer, his name will be preserved on
the roll. If a definite instruction hkas not

[Hon. N. IV. Macgroarty.
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been given to such effect, I will sce that it is
given, h
Mr. PorLLock : Hear, hear!
it will be all right.
Item (Electoral Registration) agreed to.
At 12 noon,

Mr. CoorEr (Bremer), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

If you do that,

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Flon. N. F.

Macgroarty, Soutli Brisbane) [12.1]: 1 beg
to move-—
“That £1,659 be granted for ‘ Friendly
Societlcs.’ ”

ROBERTS (Euast Toowoomba) [12.2]:

AL the outset of my remarks in connection
with this matter, 1n which I am vitally
interested, T desue on behalf of the friendly
socictics of Quoemland to pay a compliment
to the Attorncy-General for having made
available the services of Mr. George Porter,
the registrar of friendly societies, at the
various conferences which have been held
from time to time. I desire also to compli-
ment Mr. Porter and his deputy, Mr. Daley,
on the courtesy which they have shown
when they have met the officials of the
various. friendly societies in Queensland and
discussed official matters with them.

It is recognised that the great depression
of which we have heard so much in almost
every debate in this Chamber has had its
effect on friendly societies throughout the
Commonwealth. Our figures show that we
have not received sufficient by way of con-
tributions to pay our expenses. Members’
contributions totalled £234,527 in 1923 and
£242,211 in 1930, whilst interest from invest-
ments was £88,831 in 1929 and £89,914 in
1930. Last year, by way of members’ con-
tributions and interest on investments,
£332,125 was received, which was an increase
of £8,767 compared with the previous year;
but, as I have said, the amount received
was not sufficient to meet our commitments.
i is generally recognised that at the present
time there is a tremendous drag so far as
sick pay is concerned compa1ed with the
position in past years. When the friendly
society ~movement was Inaugurated in
Australia men had perhaps higher ideals so
far as linking up with the movement was
concerned. To-day the friendly society
spirit has somewhat slackened; and, as a
result, the movement is more commercxahsed
which probably accounts for our increased
expenditure. Whereas in 1929 we paid
£77,007 in sick pay, in 1930 we had to pay
£58,086, whilst funeral and maternity benec-
fits increased from £30,3689 in 1929 to £31,997
in 1930. Payments made for medical attond-
ance and medicines in 1929 totallesd £98 781 ;
in 1930 they had increased to £105,466, or an
increase of £6,685. If time permits, I hope
to elaborate on that aspect of the matter.

We are sometimes criticised for our man-
agement expenditure; but it is noteworthy
that the management fund is the only fund
which shows a surplus. Under that heading
the expenditure for 1929 and 1930 was £55,306
and_ £55,183 respectively. The surplus of all
funds in 1929 was £61,875, compared with
£56,393 in 1930, the decrease belng accounted
for by a debit on last year’s working of
£5,482,

During the year fifteen new branches
were opened, but for various reasons five
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old branches were closed, so that the net
increase in branches was ten. We com-
menced the year with 589 and concluded
with 598. The membership at present is
63,814, consisting of 55,705 males and 8,109
females, being an increase for the year of
497. The friendly societies in Quecnsland
have nothing to complain of. We certzinly
are closely watched by the Government offi-

cials, but that is only right. We expect
thut, and appreciate it.
We certainly have our difficulties, and I

think all the States to some extent have
had difficulties from the medical side. I
do not want to say anything further to-day,
because a Medical Bill has been forecast
by the Government, and I am anxidusly
waiting to see what it includes. Last year
we pald in medical benefits over £60,000;
but, notwithstanding that. we have our diffi-
cultiex, inasmuch as under the agreement
with the British Medical Association they
set up the plea that the agreement with
the societies includes what they term the
“opsn panel.” That means that every
medical mian who goes into a country dis-
trict has the right to become a lodge doctor.

That causcs considevable difficulty.
_We also have our difficulties in connec-
tion with attendance at hospituls. I do

not warnt to abuse my privilege, as it is
just possible that I am getting on to the
frinze of ancther department, and for that
reason [ shall reserve my remarks in that
connection; but I do say in connecction with
hospital matiors that our medical men should
have the ht to follow their patients into
the hospitals, In some towns in Queensiand
that right is given in conncetion with Govern-
ment controlled hospitals.  All Thospitals
should be open to all qualified regisicred

medica]l men in Queensland, particularly in.

connection with friendly socicty work.

Mr. MULLAN (Fiinders) [12.9]: I regard
this vote as of great importance to the
people of Queensland and of Australia. The
number of members of friendly societies in
Australia is over 604,000; and. if you realise
that four persons are bensfited by each mem-
ber, it means that 2,416,000 people in Aus-
tralia  dir otly or md‘lectly benefit from
friendly sosieties. In our own State there
are 67,245 members; and, applying the same
rule, 283320 people benefit from these
sceietics, indirectly and directly. The funds
in the Commouwealth arc veory large,
amounting to £I12,957,679, while in Queens-
land the funds amount to £1,661,000. The
revenuc for last yvear was £332,025, and the
expenditure £275,732, leaving a surplus of
£56,203, which is very satisfactory in these
timos of depression; but it is only fair to
say that we had no surplus on the revenue
and e xpenditure proper if we eliminate the
amount received by the friendly societies
from investments. As a matter of fact, there
would have been a deficit of over £33.000
this vear but for the fact that they have
their money wisely invesied in Government

stocks, btn}ks and other sceuritics. The
money derived from investments amounted
to over £89,000, which shows how largely

the societics depend to-day and must depend

in the future on the return received from
money zccumuluted in the past.” The capi-
tal increased in the last fve vears by

£330,693—a very large sum. This accumu-
lation of capital during that period was
entirely due to interest. As a matter of
fact during the last quinquennial period, the

1831—£ B
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contributions have not been cqual to the
oxpenditure.

The interest on investments is very impor-
tant to friendly societies, and we see,
therefore, the importance of the Premiers’

plan on friendly societics. The registrar
of Iriendly socicties tells wus that the
average interest last year was 5.5 per
cent. as against 56 per cent. in the
previous  year. As a result of the
Premiers’ plan, the societies, which, of

course, have large investments in Govern-
ment stocks. will have their interest reduced

by 225 per cent. or 4s. 6d. in the £1; and
c¢ven those who have money invested in
banks wnd in buildings and so on will a1=o

suffer very considerable reductions. Fricnd!;

societies have, therefore, had to make a very
considerable sacrifice as the rcwult of the
legislation passed this year as the outcome
of the Premicrs’ conference, and it must
have a very serious effeet on theiv future

operations. Of course, friendly societics, as
adv]sed by the registrar, will have o con-
serve thelr funds in accordance with the

altered circumstances, otherwise thers will

be trouble in the future.

Fortunately, the friendly socletics have
their money well invested, and the accumu-
lated funds in Queensland amount to

£1,661,000. If we take away from that
amount the money invested in property, such
as halls, there is a net amount of over
£1,000, 000 invested. Tak ing thn amount of
interest received last vear at b.5 per cent..

according to the registrar’s figures, I deducr
thcr'ofrom that £83,000 was received in
interest.  Of course, there will not be a

deduction of 22§ per cent. intercst on invest-
ments all round-—that will ccme off invest
ment: in Government stocks—still, presum-
ing the societies have money at fixed deposit
with the banks, there will also be reductions
of interest there. Speaking gencrally, the
return from investments will probably have
depreciated to the extent of £18.000 through
reduciions in interest, which is a very con-
siderable sum.

Forinnalely, the friendly societies are very
stronz.  The registrars of friendly societies
in the past—notably Mr. Rendle—were very
conservative in their estimates regarding
payments and contributions to sick funds
and funeral funds. Mr. Rendle laid down
very rigidly the lines which he insisted upon
the zocietics adhering to, and big funds have
been accumu lated as thoe result of his con-
servative policy. T am glad that his succes-
sor is following his example. As a result of
Mr. Rendle’s policy over a number of vears,
the last quinquennial valuation showed that
cevery soclety but one in Quecnsland had a
surplus, if the sick and funeral funds are
taken together. This shows careful manage-

ment. Perhaps, as the hon. member for East
Toowocmba says, the spirit of friendly

societies is not so keen as it used to be in
the days of old. In this commercial age,
probably to some little extent it has heen
more commercialised than ever before.
Nevertheless, there has been careful man-
agement and & tremendous amount of frew
service in connection with friendly societi
and I must congratulate the registrar, Mz,
Porter, and his able deputy, M. Daley,
upon the results which have sn far been
achieved. I entirely approve of the policy
of the registrar attending conventions of
friendly societics, thus meeting members of
the socicties and discussing their problems

Mr. Mullan.]




1922 Supply.

with them, as a result of which he is bebter
sble to understend the positicn when ropre-
sentatiors are made to him.  That policy

was commenced during my regime as Aftor-
ney-General, and it has been Coutmued 1t
is a very good plen. The Atfto orney-General
might consider the question of allowing him
©r attend conventions that are held in
i parts of 1the Stare outside of

ATTORNEY-GENERAL :  Fe ~has already

The
atrended conventions outside of Brisbanc.

.

He went to Townsville,

Mr. Ro

Mr., MULLAX: That is =
right direction. The registrar
permitted to meet these peon]e so that he
may be able to cope with their problems
and to deal with situations as they arise
from time to time. The {riendly societics
are doirg tremendously important work for
Quecnsland and Awustralia; and it is only
during a time of stress and trouble, when
people take full advantage of the benefits
to be derived, that the worth of the societies
and their benefit to the community is fully
appreciated.

step in the
should be

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, N. ¥.
Macgroarty, Sowth Brisbane) [12.20): 1
appreciate the great good done by the
friendly socicties for the State of Queens-
land. I also appreciate tlic great work per-
formed by the members of the societies in
their mansagerial capacity. I appreciate the
good work that has been done by members
like the hon. member for B Toowoomba,
and others interested in this important work.
I sympathise with the societies in the very
severe drain on their finance during the
present depressing period; but I have no
doubt they will be able to -wcather the
storm, that their membership will be
increased, and that thev will be able to deo
further good for the community.
Item (Friendly Societies) agreed to.

PARLIAMENTARY D

The ATTC

Macgroarty,
move—

“That £820 he

mentary Draftsman,
[tem agreed to.

RATTSMAN.
RENEY-GENER AL (Hou. N. F.
South Drisbanc): 1 beg %o

avanted for ¢ Parlia-

293

SHERIFF AND SUPREME COTEVS.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Irisbane): 1 beg to
move— -

“ That £25,221

and Supreme Courts.

Mr. MULLAN (Flinders) [12.21]: I should
like the Attorney-General to state what
action the Covernmment propcse to take to
fill the vacancies of (rown provecutor in the
southern division and in the northern divi-

he granted for ‘ Sheriff

3 9

sion.
The ATTCRNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Drisbanc) [12.22]: Mr.
Ross resigned his position as Crown prose-
cutor, northern division. from the 1
instant, and Mr. J. Quinn  ws

appointed as acting Crown presecutor.
Mr. Mrtinax: No permanernt
has yet been made?
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No; Mr.
Quinn has not been permanently appointed.

[Mr. Mullan.

appointment
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“cutor in the southern divizion,

Supply.
e ix the oldet cstablished barrvister in
practice in North Quecensland; and I am
of the opinion that a position s=ch as this
chould be given to a Northern wman. Mr.
fuinn is a very capable man. and has sue-
ity conducted sittings in the vario

s in the North.

If the Crown pr
Mr. Sheehy,
ix unable to c¢ope with the work, then it
is handled Ly the officers of m: departinent.
The matter is still under cousideration. and
permanent appointment may be made at
a later date.
Wr. DASH (Mundingburra) [12.23]1: An
ie recently appeared in a newspaper to
the effect that there was considerable con-
geition of work in conncction with worker

compensation cases,  Ilas the Attorney-
weral miade any Inquiries o ascertain
ether  this  congestion warrants  the
appointment of an additional industrial
magistrate ?
ATTORNEY.(GF L iHen, N, F.
vonrty, South B )y [12.24]: The

the hon. member for
in cne paper
notize of mat-
The

matter referred to hy
Mundingburra was reported
only, and I do not take any
tors upp(‘aung in that newspaper.
industrial magistrate is under the
of the Secrstary for Labour i
If the hon. member for Mun
referring to the article which
there is nothing calling for a reply

My, POLLOCK  (Gregory) [12.25]:
s-General might explain why
appropriated under
-, s " 4»A 11 70 AN f . - uly or-
vear for “Allowances for work p
formed in conneciion with the administra-

COot

The
£1,125
* Contingoencies

tion of ¢ The Bunkrunter Acts, 1924-1929) 7
and there is no appropriztion for the cur-
rent vear. T.ast vear a Bill was passed

Government to pay this
allowance to the judges in the form of
additional salary. The money was received
from the Commonwenlth Government for the
purpose of dealing with State applications
under “ The Bankrupter Acts, 1824-1925.7  A:
that time we held that, if it was fair to
give that money to the judges because they
performed this bankruptey work, it would
be equally fair to give the money receive:d
from the Commonwealth for tuxstion coliec-
tion purposes to the taxation officials, Have
the Commenwealth Goversment decided not
to ask for the services of the State judge:
in thes: bankruptey matters, ov just how
are bankruptey matters being atfrended to?

authorizing the

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, N, F.
Macgroarty, South Brishane) [12.27]: The
matter raised by the hon. member for

Gregory was thoroughly discussed last year.
I then explained that the Commonwealth
inspector of bankruptecy waited on me and
asked that the money be paid over to the

judges. I did so.
Mr. Powrock: They dispute thut. They
said ther paid vou the mouey, and you

were to deal with it as you pleased.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Ok no. Mr.
Daly, the Acting Commonwealth Attorn
General, said that he did not care what we
did with it; but the inspector of hankruptey
had waited on me previously. and asked that
the money be paid over to the judges,
adding that, if the money was not paid over
his Government would consider the ques-
tion of withdrawing the payments. At the
request of the judges I then had a Bill
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drafied and passed through this Chamber
validating those payments. The Opposition
broucht up the matter on the Istimates last
and contended that we were only
endravouring to increase the salaries of the
judges. 1 then said on behalf of the
Ttovernment that I would not receive any
further amount, and that the Common-
vealth Government could pas the allowance
direet to the judges. I amended the Act
authorising the Commonwealth Covernment
to make the payments to the judges direct.
and giving the judges power to accept the
allowance. I said that the Government of
Queensland would not take any more money
from the Commonwealth Government in that
respert in view of the umwarranted attack
made by the Opposition.

. Pornock: It was nob unwarranted.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was.
The position now is that we have not
received on» penns from the Commonwealth
since; neither have the Commonwealth
Government remifted any moner to the
judges, although they have been doing the
barkruptey work up to the present time.
i do not say that the Commonwealth
Government do not intend to pay for this
service; but the fact remains that from
June, 1930, up to the present time the
Supreme Court judges Iz this State have
been dot the bankrupter work and have
not received any payment for it.

AMr. TPortock: So have the officers of the
Commissioner of Taxes, and the officers of
the Department of Agriculture.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : That iz the

reason why the appropriation do not
appear on the Estimates for this ycar.
said that we would not receive any further

money from thce Commonwealth Government
on behalf of the judges, and that the Com-
monwealth Government could send the
moner dirset to the judres; and thev have
received no communication from the Com-
monwealth since. The State Government
will not have any dealings with the money
hwcause of the unwarranted attack made
upon them by the Opposition in carrying
out the withes of +the Commonwealtn
authoritics.

Bir. Porncex: Tt was not unwarranted.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It was very
much unwarranted.

Ttem  {Sheriff  and
rireed to.

Supreme  Courts)

TITLES OY¥FICES.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, X. F.
Ytucgroarty, Sowth Brisbane) [12.30]: I beg
to move—

“That £15,331 be granted for ¢ Titles
Offices,” ™
Hon, members will be sorry to hear that
there has been a considerable falling off in
the work of this oliice, as the following
tive figures will show:—

’ Number of

Revenue
— Reeeived, | Documents
. Handled.
o I
1028-20 .. .. 67,604 ‘ 115,671
1929-36 .. .. £3,560 | 108,224
1930-31 48,570 81,543

L

The depressing times through which we
are passing have had their reflex on the
business of this office.

Supply. 1523

Mr. MARER {Roscuwood) [12.32]: 1 should
Like to ascertain fromi the Attornew-G
whether the pesitions of dennty r
of title: at Rockhamiion and Townsville are
justified.  The Attorney-General has pointed
sut a considerable falling off in the swount
of work passing through ihe Titles Offices,
and there is a heavy expenditure invelved
in maintaining separate offices in Rock-

hampton  and Towesville. It would be
interesting to know whether a suy of
the amount of work which paszas thrcugh

those offices ju

o5 the cost involved.

Mr., KENNY (Cool) [12.33]: 1 regrei to
hear such a statement [rom the hon. member
for Resewood. Tha policy of any (Jovarn-
rrent should he in the direction of over-
coming the centralisation which exists to-day.
The Titles Offre at Townsville has heen
fully justified. and I stress the neccssity for
cstablishing an office at Cairns, in order
that the people connected with the sugar,
dairy, and pastoral industries in the dis-
tricts north of Townsville may be saved
considerable expense and delay in  the
matter of registration of documents, Where
documents have fc bhe sent to Brishane it
means that legal expenses are increased, in
addition to which corsiderable delay takes
place, I urge the Attornev-General to
ccusider the question of providing a Titles
Offica in Ceirns for the convanicucs of the
Northern people,

At 12.35 p.m.,

The CuatRMaN rosumed the chair.

Mr, DUNLOP (Rockhe=zptan) [12.358]: 1 do
not intend to waste toe much political
Breath on {ho hon. member for Rnsewood
(laughtrr); but, if the Attvrney-Geners! is
likely ro consider the closing of the Titles
(Mfcos at Rockhampten and Townsviile, he
will bring down on lis Lead a Dbigger
hornot’s nest than he has ever had to face.

Mr. Mager: How much business is
at Rockhampton?

] DUXNLOY: We know that there are
men of cutstanding ability doing the work
at Rockhampton; and we know further that,
in order to .avoid sivewmlocution, it is
necossary to have decentralisation in  this
matter. Indeed, it would be in the inte
of economy if decentralisation were extended
to other activities. I fully endorse what
the hou. memher for Cook has stated about
the North. e wani further decentralisa-
tion, and the sooner wo get away from the
octopus of Brishane the better it will be
for all concerned; and then we shall show
Rosewood and such electorates that in the
North we have men of ability, and, when
the occasion avizos to fight for our rights,
we shall make no bones about it.

Mr. MULEAN (Flinders) [12.2338}: The
fiyures given the Attornew-General as to
the business t sctions of the Titles €
during the last few years are very inter
ing, and they are mc a refex of the
depression outside. The ¢oxt of admin
irg the Titles Office Jast vear was £19,232,
and this year the Government say they
require only £15,331. In other words, the
Covernment expect the registrar of titles
to run his office this vear for £3,807 le:
than the office cost last year.

done

o8ty

RIr. Bracsrzy: It ought to be lcss.

My, MULLAN: Of course it ought to be
5, and cvery cffice is less; but this is an

Mr. Mullan.]
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extraordinary reduction. %luelv for the year
ended 30th June next it is not expected
that there is going to be a reduction of 25
per cent. in the business of that oilice,
because, unless there is a reduction of 25 per
cent., it will he utterly impossible to run
the oificn on £15331 unless there is some
reason for it that the Attorney-General has
not disclosed. He cannot possibly run it on
that amount unless he is going to dispense
with « large number of the staff. The
expenses are mostly made up of salarics, and
he must have the staft there to do the
work. ILven if he rveduced the staff by
half a dozen, I cannot understand how they

can <o the work on £3,907 less shan last
vear's expenditure, and I should like some

information on the matter.

Mr. MAHER (Zosewood) [12.41]: I think
T um entitled to seek information without
wrongful inferevces being taken by the
hon. members for Cook and Rockhampton.
1 did not condeien the Titles Offices in
Rockhampton and Townsville, I merely
asked whether we were getting value for
noney. I was prompted to ask that
on beeunuse I realise that in Central
Northern Queensland there are vast

and
areas of leaschold country in connection with
which the trvansfers do not pass through the

Resl Property Office. and the amount of

frechold transactinus would not be very

great. T would like the Attorney-General,

1f ke has any informstion on the voint, to
‘vo some indication to the Committec.

Mr. BOW (3fitehell) [12.43]: The natural
inference drawn from the remarks of the
hon. member for Rosewood was that he con-
sidered that the Rockhampton and Towns-
ville offices were not worth keeping open,
and that all the werk could be done through
Brisbaue.

My. Maser: I did not say that at all.
Mr. BOW : Well. he allowed hon. members
to infey that frem lm remarks,

v, AIamzpr: Mr. Roberts, I rize to a poist
of order. Is the hon. member for
in order in imputing something to me which
T neithor said nor suggested?

My, T‘O\V' I “ﬁd that was the inference.

Thn The hon. member for
Mitche ] is not in 01der, and his remarks are
distinetly unjustified.

Mr. BOW :

I ascopt the assurance of the
hon. member for Reswoviood. The hon. mem-
ber said that therc is a lot of leasehold land
and not much freelold land in Central and
Northern Queensland.  Thut shows that he
knows very little about Quecnsland.

My, dMaHER: I was asking for 1nfo1mat10n
{rom the Attorney-General.

Mr. BOW: The hon. member ought to
have that information at his dizposal instead
of tnmahsmg the Minister. The hon. mem-
ber should kuow that the whole of the work
in the Centrel and Northern parts of the
State is done through the Ro ‘khamp‘;,on and
Townsville offices. If those offices were
closed, the consequence would be that people
up t}‘f‘xg, would be two months in getting a
reply from Busbane whereas they can now
get a reply in a (’ouplo of days in most cases,
T owas s.uml%ul to hear an hon. member
with the suppowd ability of the hon. mem-
ber for Rosewood running away with the
idea that the Nowthern and Central work
should be done through the Brisbane office.

Mullan.
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. N. F.
Macgroarty, South Brisbane) [12.457: So far
as I am concerned, there is no danger of any
interference ; nor do I want to infer that t
offivzes at Rockhampton and Townsviile will
ko abolished.

! () Kezre: What about having ous in
Cairns
The %TTORVFYC EXNERAL: They are

but I would say that
there is no necessity for one in Cairns at
zent.  South, pcntlal and Northern

Queensland cach comprise bw areas render-
‘n(r it necessary to have an office in carh
centre. I shall be guided in this matter by
ATr. Bradfield, the registrar of titles, who
bas had great experience, and has done good
s vvice in the department for many years.
makes  periodical inspections of th:
cfficez, and he is best qualified to judge as
to whether or not any additional office is
necessary. 1 think that, if I asked him, he
would say that there was no necossity at the
moment for an office in Cairns; but I sup-
powe Cairns will get consideration in due
COBRPET,

The hon. member for Rosewood desired to
sscervain whether we are getting value for
the Rockhampton and Townsville offices, and
whether it is necessary that those offices
should remain open, If either of those
offices were abolished, it would mean tre-
mendous expense and much inconvenience
to people dealing with property in the Cen-
tral and Northern districts. There is no
likelihood of cither office being abolished.
There are twelve officers less in the depart-
ment this year than last year, and other
officars have been seconded to other depart-
ments, following the falling-off in the volume
of work. If the position improves, no doubs
these men will be returned to this depart-
ment.

There is a saving of £4,290 in * Salaries
and an anticipated saving of £635 in ¢ Con-
tingencies.”” The offices are being worked
economically; and savings have been made,
and will continue to be made as circum-
stances warrant, There has been a reduc-
tion in the item T

both very nocessary,

“l

13 23

Temporary Assistance,”
which last year amounted to £439, whercas
only £192 is required this year. A saving
has been cffected in such items as ¢ Sus-
tenance and Relieving Allowance,” ¢ Over-
time,” etc.

The savings in “ Salaries” and “ Con-
tingencies  justify the decrease in the vote.
It may be difficult for this department—in
fact for all Government departments—to keep
within their respective votes; but the votes
have been placed at a minimum, following
instructions to that effect. There has been a
decrease in the Townsville staff of three
officers, who have been placed in other depart-
ments, and there has been a reduction of one
in the Rockhampton office.

Mr. Maunr: That lends colour to my
remarks.
Ttem (Titles Offices) agreed to.
DEPARTMENT OF MINES.
CHIEF OFFICE.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES (IHon.
E. A. Atherton, Chillugoe) [12.51}: I beg to

rove
“ That £13,471 be granted for

ment of Mines—Chief Office.” ”
The amount appropriated this year is £1,170
less than the amount appropriated last year.

“Depart-
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There is a further reduction in salaries of
£420. Under * Contingencies” the amount
required for ‘ Postage, Telegrams, Travel-
ling Expenses, and Incidentals,” is £500
less than the amount appropriated last
year, and £814 less than the amount
actually expended last year. The amount
required for “ Railway Fares and Freights,
Printing, Stationery, efe.,” is  £200
less this year, or £141 less than the
amount actually expended last year. The
annual allowance of £50 appropriated and

paid to Mrs. Nash, the widow of the dis-
coverer of the CGympie goldfield, is now
discontinued because of her decease. Mrs.

MNash had roceived this allowance ever since
the death of her husband. I am sure that
sveryone regrets the death of Mrs. Nash
a few months back. The discovery of the
Gympie goldfield by her husband materially
assisted Queensland in a time of great finan-
cial stress.

No alteration has been made in the num-
ber on the staff.

My, BEDFORD (Warrego) {12.547: With-
out any desire to say “I tcld you so,” 1
have to allude to the debates last year on
the Commonwealth Mines Preliminary Syn-
dicate Ltd. Agreement Ratification Act and
the Alexander Macdonald Mining Agreement
Ratification Act.  While thoroughly satis-
fied that the Government believed they were
doing their best to alleviate in some way the
depression we are going through, or*e also
has to remember that, as in the caze of the
Renown  Rubber Company, thoy were
actuated by the best pessible intentions. I
have no doubt that, just as carclessness in

not controlling the incidence of these con-
C’*QC!OYES‘ when used, gave Queensland and
the Queensland Government a bad name for
carelessness in the case of the Renown
Rubber Company, the same thing has hap-
pened in the cases under notice. In speak-
ing on the Commonwealth Mines Preliminary
Syndicate Ltd. Agreement Ratification Bill
in this Chamber last session, as reported in
“ Hansard,” 1930, page 2834, I said—

“ There is not a great deal of objeciion
to these duffer fields being given to some-
body who will put something intc them
and employ labour; but, considering the
fact that under the mining laws of this
State 10 acres will provide at least £400
worth of employment per year, under
the arrangement in this measurs the
spending of £10,000 per annum in
regpect of 45,000 acres will provide an

amount to be spent of only 4s. 6d. per
acre per annum.”’
On page 2836 of ‘“Hansard,” 1830, I

alluded to the Alexander Macdonald Tmmng
Agreement Ratification Bill in these terms—

“ A quarter of a million pounds was

spent there, largely by some people in
Gla asgow associated with shipping. Now
I understand that there has been an
1111 cre‘ised interest m the matter, and he
has been able to draw into the schome

"

some people associated with whisky—
and, if they put a great atal of money
into this proposition, it will prove that
they biave had much tco much of theiy’
own condiment, \Laughter) The posi-
tion regarding Cardross is that nobody
objects to its being mined or repxcsnﬂted
here or anywhele else as a base metal
r‘ropos1t30*}~—1t is not & big field, and
the shoots are not too long; there is a
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fair amount of water, and the country
is fairly hard countlv in which to mine
ubaa certainly the statement made by
Mr. Macdonald in the newspapers, which
were foolish enough to publish it WI“’IA
out having any proof, that the ors from
the field would yield 1§ to 2 ouaces of
gold to the ton 1s utterly untrue. Out-
side of these carping remarks, Cardross
has my best wishes for production as a
copper mine, and I hope that the price
of copper will go up for it

“The introduction of capital into
Queensland in connection with this matber
will be much more easy by reason, in
the first place, of the statemes
ore will return 14 to 2 ounces
the ton—which is untrue— end
second place, by the proposal
Commonwealith Government to
gold bonus of £1 per ounce.”’

Later on in the same session, in speak'ng of
the Commonwealth Mines Preliminary Syn
dicate Litd, Agreement Ratification Bm,
said—

“ Although I like the men, I know
their methods, and I know that, if they
are not already selling shares, and if the
company is mnot already floated even
before this Bill is through, they will sell
shares afterwards, and Au»n
get very little benefit.”

Apparently that is what is nanpemnd For
instan the earlier arrangemem of the
concession to the Mining Trust, Ltd., turned
out quite correctly. Thcse npople did spend
something on the Lawn Hill feld and
proved, what we knew b'\fOLG that there
were not any specific lodes of silver-lea vd ove,
hy nodules of galena, but not in
big bodies to encourage them t
They certainly did proper mospect-
ing, and in that matter the arrange
made by the Government was pe
justified; but the arrangement made
Government in this particular case
be, and has not been, justified.

%

The ex-Agent-General was guilty of a
distinet dereliction of duty when statements
were pul:ﬂmhoﬁ in London while he was
there, and he either did not see or did not
trouble to correct them, more especially as
they are most certainly agamst the ﬂmant-
age of Queeunsland. For instance, in the

“Sunday Pictorial” of London, of 4th
January, 1831, this statement is made by
that excellent master of slipshod fiction,

Mr. Alexander Macdonald—
“ Tex Squars Mites oF Goub LanDs

. Fooxo.
“SCOTTISH ENGINEER SEQURES BECORD

CONCESSION.

He may be Scottish, but he is
enginegr—

C“ World Search

“ Man who Wrot

disgovers

‘El Dorado’
last.
ago Br. N

“ Thirty years
wrote a hook on the romance o
for gold on the Yukon, and
"\Iewe* -Never’ lands of Auswali,——

ver the world. He called it “ In Seax
m El Dorado. .

“ From the Queensland Government
Mr. Macdonald has received a concession
of 10 square miles of territory enclosing

Mr. Bedford.]
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x"”cveri% which rank high in the min-
industry. He is the first man in the
annals of Uommonwealth mining to be
awarded, as an individual, such a con-
cession,

“Urge to Prospect.

“To a reporter vyesterday  Mr.
Macdonald declared his old mining
instinct stirred within him again some
six months ago, when statmmen bankers,
and economists began to broadeast their
convictions that only more gold could
restors Britain’s prosperity.”’

They now believe that not more gold is
needed—but more paper.
“*There is enough gold in the con-
cession I have o’ammed, he said, ‘to
foatr the American war debt”
The Am erican war debt iz $£2,277,000,000—

¢ There are 8 mues of g<;1d~bea‘“ng
cef, and thousands of acres of rich
alluvial gold countr' The assays, con-
ed by the Government, are among
{

1

hest in the world.”
a e, This advertisement continues—
“ Mr. Macdonald added that he pegged
his claims in the old pioneering way,
regotiated with nine wardens, and had
been in conference with Cabinet Min
in the matter,
“ He has undertaken with the Queens-
land Government to veturn as soon as
rangements can be made to supervise
pe ‘mliv the big developments which
will shortly follow,
“ The Cairns ¢ Post”—The journal in
) T
the far north of Queensland states that
miners are migrating to the concession
in large numbers in expectation of

metal ore
Macdonald has
E his reefs are amaz-
ingly rvich. Gold gleams in the gumartz.
*CIf gold can be seen with the naked
e’ vemarked Mr. Macdonald, ‘it
means at least 1 oz tq the ton—a high
Working ﬁgu*‘e >
A similar sfatement
London Wm?m
1831, It reads—
QUERNSLAND  (GGOVERNME
Minerar  Coxcmssion 1§
oF  Tar CoMMONWEALTH
PRELIMINARY  SYNDICATE,
Lrages, AprroxInaTELY 109 SQu

1¢ of the gold and rare
which Mr.
1ght back from

was published in the
ial News” of 8th June,

<

GOLD AND
Favour
“vlmm

RTICULARS OF THE O
% The Queensland Government, alive to
the fact that insufficient arcas of ground,
ing labour conditions, restric tive
mining regulations, and the conseguent
withholding of ca sital, had nrematurelj
stopped mining enterprise in Queensland,
and further recognising the vital neces
amf for increased gold woouctxcm made
what may be aptly termed a Bntmh
Yrmpire gesture in gran ing to an English
N cate—on generous terms—definite
protective and pros Dvmmv rights over
953} rea of 70,000 acres in the goldfield
districts md’cated for ten years; with
wxemphon from labour and rental cove-
nants of the Mining Act.”
The advertisement continues—

“ As an instance, the Government land
rental of 10s, per acre (70 000 acres)
called for a payment of £35.000 a year;

[Mr. Bedford.
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and this has been waived togsther with
& remission of labour covenant . .

“ Gold valued at over £8,000,000 sfer—
Hog had already been faken under adverse
condl’mons of production from the ceded
six districts.”

And they do that under the heac{mg of
* Previous operations,” as if these “dud”
fields had produced £8,000,000 worth of gold.
It goes on—

“ The question naturally arises why,
with such yields, should the industry
have waned? The answer briefly is:

ining in the early days was heavily
ha mucapped by the prohibitive costs
of  carriage, imperfect gold-saving
machine lack of capital’

And they Ha,ve been saying that ever since

the days of BSolomon and the Queen of

Sheba—

“ And further retarded by restricted
mining regulations.”

It goes on to say—
“ With a conceded territory embracing
siz goldfields, each averaging 18 square
mi}ey, it is exlu edisnt at frst to concen-

trate initial operations on known sources
of gold! Fortunately, these are many.

“The Under Secretary for Mines ha
reported

No date. They used the figures of forty
years ago—

“The Under Secretary for Mines had
repor teril——‘ At the Percy River the find-
ing of 2,100 ounces of gold in a dozen
pieces of stone—600 ounces of specimens
having yielded 330 ounces of gold—within
a claim 150 feet by 400 foot Wwas, no
doubt, the ovent of the year.)”

No year is mentioned, and people who do
not know Queensland’s position are led to
believe it is this year or last year. They go
on to say that 2,100 ounces of wo’d have been
extr Lcted from a claim 150 feet by 400 feet:

so that the guileless investor can divide 150
by 400 cut of 109 square miles, and naturally
get the proportionate value of gold between
the 2,100 ocunces in the claim and the mil-
lions of ounces sufficient to pay the war debts
of the world. The advertisement goes on to
s8y—

“

A fully equipped expedition by the
concessicnaires  has now  arrvived af
Percyvilie (f’ev ¢y River) o locate the
parent reef from which came the fugitive
pieces of golden quartz discovered in the
‘ Sensation’ claim. The expedition i
under the leadership of Mr. Berry, who
was recently attached to the Queensland
Gorernment service as chief diamond-
dri’“ borer.

“ The early history of these compara-
tively untried goldfelds indicates the
likelihood of many more discoveries of
rich deposits; but, although the seéarch
for these will be purmed it is the vast
bodies of low-grade ores from 3 to 3
dwt. of gold to the ton of stone and 12
gr. to 2 dwt. ffom alluvial washdirt
that demand chief atteat:on as affording
sure and profitable returns.’

Then it goes on to say—

“Up to the end of 1828 the officia:
returns were—
£

Gold, valued at ... ” 85,452,218
Minerals, other than gold 63,130,925

£148,583,143 "
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1 do not suggest that, even if the condi
tions of the concession ave not being adhered
to, the concession should be revoked. 1
understand that some little work has been
done; and, as omdy else wants the econ-
cession, tnev might well stay in possession
of it; but if, by the remotest chance, any
money is :vent n_Queensland on any min-
g opsrations, I t‘amk, even supposing these
people have mnot acted right up to the
letter of the conditions of the concession,
the Secretary for Mines should have somﬂ
authority and be able to give some approval
ments made to collect capital,
the long run this will do Aus-
tralin 1mmeasurably more harm than has
ever been done beforve,

In a report made by a royal commission
on the mining industry certmn very cogent
arguments were adduced in favour of lower
costs of stam}}zage; but the general tendency
in that as in most other matters has been to
attack the quality of the labour. During the
depression which has not vet ended the
“ Boulder Perseverance’” and the ¢ Youanme
mines,” in Western Australia, published
statements to the effect that their reflota-
tions of the old ;,ronositions had failed
because of the demands of labour; and,
although both these mines were in Western
quaintly observed that the
1g was preventing them from
"The real reason, of course,
were worked out because
picked out the rich ore and left
Aade stuffl which was urpronta‘o}e
to work without rich ore to sweeten it.

7i5e

Statements animadverting on mining
tabour—and there is mno “betier guality
mining  labour in  the world

than :he
Australian mining IabourMhme been made
in (‘o*mec*mn Wlth the strike at Mount
Oxide. One statement was to the effect
that, when copper to £35
ton, the contributors found
sible to employ miners at the rate pres
in the award. Now copper had not been
4’84 per ton for years prior to the work on
tribube at Mount Oxide. The fact does
remain that a new tribute was let immedi-
ately the mining awards were lifted.

The miners, on their part, had this to
say i—

ustry was excepted fiom
' the Arbitration Act
ption than to take the
i and reduced v . as |
already been done in the mining mdustly
in other parts of the State. To this
reduction the miners objected, contend-
ing that the price of commodities at the
stores at the mines also should be
reduced.”
I believs these stores are owned by the min-
ing companies by the tributors; and if,
as is alleged here, they are charged well over
3s. per lb. for butter and other commodities
at a commensurately high rate,, naturally the
miners get it both ways—firstly, in the out
in wages, and secondly, in the highest possible
cost of commodities.

The facts are that labour is not in any way
to blame for the decadence of mining. The
story that there are in old mines rich ore
left by people who threw them up cannot
bear examination. As a general rule, on any
old field, when you ask ““If sione of a pay-
able value is still showing in the face or the
bottom of the shafts, why were they aban-
doned 7" they first of all give as a reason
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that there too much water. And then
when you ask if pumps were invented in
those days, they tell you, if there was not teo
much waber, there was not enough. Then,
when you ask why they did not sink until
they got enough, tnev will tell you when
ravelled for any other excuse, that there
weas a woman in the case and that they
guarrelled amongst themselves. 8o they
get you anyhorv Jﬂ'oryone knews that, 1f
thers were any payable values left in old
shows, tnc great probability is that they
would not have been abandoned; and in any
case mining men all over Australia  are
hungry for new properties, For instance
a large quam,w of new money is going
into  The Oaks,” which it is estimated will
only produce 10s. per fon They expect to
wt through a great milling tonnage a day
and to make a profit of 2s. per ton, and on
he b ir capital that should be
a  very payable business. So that the
story that the rapacity of labour makes
people abandon Ot]’lel‘v»lsf) payable mines is
udmalcvsly untrue.

@

O

ﬂ.;w.

s of &

Let us take the case of a London flotation
of &bout two and a-half years ago—the Whit-
worth Mining Corm vany. The excuse for its
non-productiveness for many years was the
rapacity, inefficiency, and costliness of Aus-
iralian labour. Two Australian companies
had this before the recent London company,
and labour didn't put them into lquidation.
They went into liguidation because they used
too little labour. The management sper\t
almost all the capital on machivery which
was never erected, and so proved itself
unnecessary. There was scarcely 500 feet of
development done by either.

The first company got itself floated because
its promoters believed that the wroncr methods
were used by John Moffat—the only man who
ever made the mines pay, and who was so
decent to his labour that he was said to run
a benevolent home for mincrs. it was said
of John Moffat that he would not have ore
developed sufficiently ahead of his mill; but
the compames that succeeded him never sank
at the rate of 10 feet a week while spending
the whole of their assets on machinery, the
most of which was never erected.

The general objections to mining conces-
sions to foreignmers are that they give A
traiia a bad name through not having proper

r\agoment and 1ir ths connection the
lepor" of the warden at Herberton, as
printed in the report of the department for
1931, iz worth gquoting—

¢« Apropos of a quotation from a lead-
ing per 10dxca; ¢ London market is already
a little shy of North Queensland ven-
tures’ owing to the recent failure of a
tin-bearing ’)IOpOSIt]Ol’I 14 seems unfair
that the failure should be attributed to
the tin-bearing proposition. From the
writer's disinterested obqervations of the
operations of Fnglish and foreign com-
panies, extending over thirty-three years,
the most salient feature of such manage-
ment appears to be the feverish haste
with which the companies’ capital is spent
on the pert of the imported management.
The money is there to spend, and as the
expenditure of the same in prospevtmg
and developing the mine does not abscrb
the capital quickly it is spent on non-
productive improvements at the surface.
In some cases the capital is practically

Mr. Bedford.]
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exhausted by the erection of a most exten-
sive treatment plant before any attempt
is made to prove sufficient ore bodies
to require or justify a plant of such
dimensions. The selection of competent
managers is almost as necessary to success
as the existence of the ore bodies, and
there is no dearth of well-trained Aus-
tralians with all the nccessary experience
of local conditions who could be relied
upon to conscientiously manage the
mines.”
I suggest to the Minister that in the case of
these concessions, if -they are not revocable—
and there is no reason why they should be
revoked—at least the statements made abroad
which do Australia a great deal of harm
should be approved or at least supervised.

. COLLINS (Boeven) [2.12]: This is my
fir st a‘opearanﬁe for a long time, and I wish
to make a few remarks on this vote. I wish
first of all to thank Ministers, hon. members
of the Legislative Assembly, and the parlia-
mentary staff in general for me}r kindness
towards me during my long illness.

HoNoUrABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

My, COLLINS: Coming to the guestion
of mining, I feel that I have a duty to per-
form to my electors so far as it is humanly
possible to discharge it. First of all I
would like to know what crimes I have com-
mitted, or what wrongs my electorate has
done, that three Ministers of the Crown
should set out to destroy to some extent
the good work which has been accomphshed
in the past in my electorate. T refer to
the fact that the State farm at Home Hill
‘has been sold by the Secrstary for Agri-
culture, the Secratary for Public Lands in-
creased the irrigation rate to the sugar-
growers, and the Secretary for Mines has,
I regret to say, to some extent erstroyed
the export of coal from Bowen.

We have in the past Leard = great deal
about the Labour Goxeln"nent having sold
coal for less than the cost of production I
Wa'nt to point out to the uem*emvv for Mines

hat he has been guilty of that in regard to
the Railway Department; and I will prove

my case, first of all, by 411@{“10 +ue ques-
tmns which I asked the S seretary for Rail-
Ways—
“1, What was the amount of cosl
purchased for use in the Railway Depart-
ment for the financial v 1930.31, from
the Bowen State coal mine?
2. What was the price per ton paid?”
The answers were—

1. 56,796 tons 2‘ cwi

“2. Average price, 135 4.88d. per ton.”
Then I turn to the Auditor- General’s report,
page 120, and I find that the average cost
of pzoductlon for the last financial year was
18s. 5.3d. per ton, so that we can ed,Shy see
that the Bowen State mine supplied the
Railway Department for the, financial year
at less than the cost of production.

Then T come to the guestion of

the Sleigh

agreement. When I again turn to the
Auditor-General’s report, I that
agreement has expired. the

Auditor-General said the zgreement was
never signed. At any rate, we all know that
coal which was sent from Bowen to New
Caledonia has ceased to be seat there. I
would like to know from the Minister if
he made any effort at all to retain the coal
trade after the expiration of the Sleigh con-
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tract. That contract meant a greazt deal to
my electorate.

I shall summarise what the contract meant
to the Bowen district—

1. For the financial vear there was exported
the amount of 35,010 tons of coal. This
means that, with a coal production at the
mine of 800 tons per day, forty-three days’
work was found for the miners, which also
means that, with constant employment they
would not have to come under the Unem-
ployed Workers Insurance Act, which makes
special provision for sustenance for miners
and waterside workers, and alsc enables them
to contribute more to the local hospital.

2. The export of coal meant more employ-
ment on the railways, which have to convey
the coal to the port of Bowen, thus enabling
the railway workers to get more constant
employment, thereby increasing their pur-
chasing power, with consequent benefit to the
business people of Bowen.

3. The export of the quantity of coal
mentioned meant more constant work for the
men employed on the waterfront.

4. The more coal exported from Bowen
meant that the harbour board received a
greater revenue, and so was able to pay
larger amounts to the Government in interest
and ?ﬂdemnticn,

The increased employment ai the coal-
ﬁolds on the railways, the waterfront, and
on shlp% goming to Bowen, meant more Pros-
perity to the business people at that centre.

6. Royalty is paid also on every ton of coal
to the Mines Department, therefore the
greater the production the greater revenue
to that department.

I thought I would have been lacking in my
czuty i# T did not maxe these few wmaiks on

this vote, As I said before, my health 1s not
too good, aad do noi propose to-speak at
any further ng”}

HONOUEABJE MevBErs : Hear, hear!

Mr. MT’LT AN (Flinders) {2.18]: 1 wish
to make a few remarks in connection with

vote. I want again to protest against
action of the Government in regard to
the discriminatory policy in rebates against
Townsville and the gougers of CxohC”’”ry in
favour of Chillagoe. Chillagoe now.is the
only buyer, competition has hﬂon ehm* xated
and the miners arc confronted with a policy
of “ Take 1t or leave it1” Of the 17 ,000 tons
of copper ore treated at Chnmgee for the
year ended June last, 10,000 tons came from
oncurry district, the bulk of which came
fu,m the Dobbyn, Orpban and Mount Oxide
zﬂmﬂs The small gouger has been squeezed
out. ne gouger Is the best type of pros-
ector and miner. It seems to be unfair for
3 ent to convey ore | Clon-
v to Chillagoe for £1 a ton, at the same
Phargmv arpvoxlmately £2 a ton to

sville. Government

nrcvides v»crk for
in: tead of w for the
ers In ’\cw Sovﬂth Wales. sounds

ghi.

Mr, GriustoNe: Don’t you
sound argument?

Mr. MULLAN: Then why have the Go-
vernment entered into a contract to send
their bullion to a German firm to be refined
instead of to an English irm? If it is logical
to claim that we should provzdn work for
Gueensland workers, then it is just as logical
to argue that our bullion should be sold within

think it is a
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the Empire and to Britishers rather than to
Germans. The Cloncurry gouger has to pay
the piper so that Chillagoe may be kept
going. I have no cobjection to the continu-
ance of the Chillagoe undeltakmg, but I
do object to the miner of Cloncurry having
to pay for 1. The Minister should consider
the advisableness of granting a rebate on
ore to Townsville so that the gougers may
cbtain the benefit of the best market, which
is not available to them to-day. The small
man on the Cloncurry field is compelled
to work only the wvery richest ore. The
Dcbbyn and Orphan mines may be able
to handle relatively low-grade ore, but the
small man has no chance unless he handles
only the very rich ore. This doubles the
amouﬂt of labour, because he must cast aside
lsw-grade ore so as to obtain the very
rich. ore. The hon. member for Gregmy
rightly said the other mghf that this is
having a serious effect in that it is impover-
the field. The removal of every ton
of ore will make it correspondingly
difficult to work the field on a profitable
basis in the future, seeing that the removal
of the rich ore reduces the average grade,
The policy of the Government has resulfed
in the miners being driven from the mining
_areas, where they “will probably be needed
in time to come. There would probably be
a scarciby of real practical miners if we
had a real mining boom.

The Secretary for Railways and the Secre-
tary for Mines furnished some very illu:
minating information in thls Chamber yester-
day. In 1829, under the policy adopted by a
former Government 15,000 tons of ore were
despatched from Cloncur ry to Townsville and

ighing

Chillagoe. I believe it all went to Towns-
ville, because the miners found it more
w*oqta le to send it there.

The total quantity of copper ore for-

warded from Cloncurry last year to both
Townsville and Chillagoe was 11,421 tons.
That ore did not come from the gougers,
although a large number of gougers were
thea on the field. The ore came principally

rom three mines, which were being worked
o8 Gpnratlvely—-Dobbvn Mount Oxide, and
Orphan mines situated in the Burke elec-
torate. The Mzmster will see from these
gures that the policy of his department
h:zd a detrimental effect on the feld.
L) 1930 the Minister paid a visit to the
Cloncurry field. I was very glad to see him
come along ;o and the oftener he comes to
h places, in which he should be interested,
the more we sha‘l like it. We appreciated his
visit very much. He mromlsed to spend a
week in the Cloncurry district this vear: but
he spent only a day in the vlomcunv area
and most of that time was occupied in con-
nection with his visit to the Vulean m
Whilst T am very glad that the Minis
made a visit to the field this year, I think he
should have fulfilled his promise of last year,
and stayed a week in the Cloncurry district. I
would like to know from the hon. gentleman
what is d"m position in connection with the
Wulcan; what money has he advanced to
that mme; and what is the promiss of
success of the propesition? I am very glad
that the Minister has advanced money to
the assistance of the Vulcan, as it is & very
deserving venture, which I hope will succeed.

I want to refer to a matter which,
although immedistely concerning the Mount
Isa district, also concerns the Cloncurry
meru field generally. The report of the
Under Sscretary for Mines reveals the fact

er
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that the number of accidents in and about
metalliferous mines and ore reduction works
in the Cloncurry district during the past
year was five killed and seventy-three
lmmed In the previous fifty years fifty
wore killed and 345 injured. Last
years figures show a phenomenal increase.
The number of injured miners last year com-
prised those who were Incapacibated for more
than fourteen days. Of the seventy-three
injured forty-three were surface men, mauy
of whom were engaged in the erection of the
Mount Isa plant, but there were thirty acci-
dents undergréund. There would be more
men employed in the Cloncurry district in
the heyday of its mining prosperity than are
employed at Mount Isa at the present time.
L;sppctoy Young gives an alarming view of
the matter in his report. He states that
last year 209 surface workers and 206 under-
ground workers were injured on the Clon-
curry field, so that, although seventy-three
men only were incapaoita&ed for more than
fourteen days, the actual number injured
was 415. A comparison of the position in
the Central and Northern divisions shows
the need for more supervision in the Clon-
curry district, During last year statistics
in connection with metallifercus mining in
the Central district disclose the fact that
one man was killed and thirty-five injured,
while in the Northern district two only
were injured.

The number of accidents in the Cloncurry
district reveals an urgent necessity for the
appointment of a resident mines inspector
at Mount Isa. I hope that the Minister will
take note of my request, and give it earnest
consideration. There is a resident inspector
at Clonecurry, Hut he has a very big district,
which takes him a long time to get over.
Many mmes are remstely situated, admit-
ting ouly of a periodical visit to Mount Isa.
The Minister was in error last year in

removing check inspectors in mines—a prin-
up'G that he never should have abandoned.
Now that the Mining Act has been amended
and check inspectors are g thing of the past,
while the present Government remain in
office, I ask the Minister o appoint a resi
dent inspector at Mount Isa. I do not wani
to interfere with the present inspector, who,
no doubt, has plenty of work to do; but 1
ask that a resident imspector be appointed
to the Mount Isa district, because one is
urgently requlred there, if we ocan take
nce of the number of accidents which
occurred there in the Ilast twelve
months.

I raised the question of lead poisoning
this year, and read a very interesting report
which has been received from Mr. Brophy,
the organiser of the Australian Workers’
Usnion at Mount Isa, who submitted that the
slogan for the district should be “rf“u‘
and dust must go whatever the cost !’
Isct that thu"vmlght men had gone into
hospital suffering from lead poisoning or
plumbism five weeks after the commence-
ment of work at Mount Isa showed that Mr.
Brophy’s remarks were amply justified. On
28th October, I asked the Secretary for
Mines this question—

“Has any report or information of
any kind reached his department in
reference to lead poisoning or *olumblsm
at Mount Isa? If so, will he state how
many men have been affected by this
disease since the commencement of

operations there ?”’
Mr. Mullan.]
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The Minister replied—

“ The department has been kept fully
informed regarding leading or plumbism
occurring at Mount Isa. Conditions
resulting in men being affected by lead
have had to be met and dealt with in
all new works dealing with lead ore
or lead products, and the likelihood of
such conditions arising at Mount Isa
has been fully recognised. Regulations
now in force provide that a detailed
record of any cases of plumbism occur-
ring must be furnished to the depart-
ment each month, with full information
as to the particular occupation of the
man or men- affected, and other neces-
sary particulars as o the nature of each
case. 'The chisf cause of the cases of
plumbism has been the escape of dust
in sintering and smelting while getting
these processes into normal operation in
the new plant. The number of cases
of plumbism treated at Mount Isa from
1st July to 17th October was sixty-eight,
of whigh seventeen were recurrent, Fifty-
one men, therefore, were affected in the
period stated. None were serious cases.”

It i in the interests of the company, as
well as in the interests of the miners, that
everything possible should be done to allay
this trouble. I realise that there must be
‘co-operation between the company and the
miners. It would be a great misfortune
it such a great industry as this were to be
marred in the initial stages by the prevalence
of this terrible disease. I hope that the
Government will do everything they can in
the matter. I see no reason why the Minis-
ter should not appoint & resident inspector
st Mount Isa to further the interests of the
miners engaged there,

 Ancther matter to which I wish to refer
is the value of sites purchased by the resi-
dents of Mount Isa. Very large sums were
paid for business sites, ranging from £300 to
£600. and for special business sites up to
£2,000, whilst for residential sites the figures
ranged from £75 to £350, and in special
cases to £615. These figures work out at
a rental of from £36 to £240 per acre per
annum, and, when it is realised that the
company is only paying 10s. per acre per
annum for its area, 1t will be seen that the
business people of Mount Isa are not facing
fair competition. When Mount Isa was estah.
lished, nobody expected that there would
be a second township; bubt, now that the
town has been established, the Government
“must accept a share of the responsibility for
its establishment. T consider the Minister
should give some consideration to the hich
ventals that are now being charged for
the sites on the Mount Isa side of the town.
Karly in the session I raised a guestion
as to the price paid to the gougers of Clon-
curry for gold at Chillagoe. I found that
the Minister was paying £4 4s. per ounce.
When I asked the question, the Minister
very cleverly sidestepped it by telling me
hqw well off the gougers were compared
with what they were formerly. I totally
deny that they are any better off. On the
price of gold to-day, if you add exchange,
£7 2s. 8d. should be realised for an ounce
of gold. I want $0 know from the Minister
if he thinks it fair only to pay the Clon-
vy gouger £4 4s. for his gold. It is
only a matter of subtraction for the Minis-
ter to see how much he is really robbing
the gouger of Cloncurry of for his gold.

[Mr. Mullan.
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Of course the hon. gentleman may get up
and say that he is giving them a guid pro
quo in some other way; bubt that is nof
satisfactory to the man who has the ore.
He should be paid for its metal contents:
and, if the Minister is giving something in
lieu—which he alleged in a previocus reply
—the proper thing would be to let them
have it in black and white that they are
getting £7 28, 8d., or whatever the price of
gold is at the time. There is no doubt that
he is diddling the miners out of about £3
per ounce to-day, which is grossly unfair.

The policy of the Government in connec-
tion with prospecting might Le improved.
The amount granted to-day is £1 per week
for single men and £2 for married men;
and, while that might be sufficient to tide
some prospectors over a difficult period
where the cost of living is very low, it is
totally inadequate in the Cloncurry dis-
trict, where men have to travel long dis-
tances, and must have some sort of convey-
ance and other paraphernalia incidental to
prospecting. I ask the Minister to be a
little more generous in regard to prospectors
in the Cloncurry district. If one good mine
is found, it will more than repay the Go-
vernment for all the expenditure. I think
Mount Isa was found as the result of the
policy of the previous Minister, Mr. A. J.
Jones, in granting aid to prospectors. I do
not think the Minister should find it neces-
sary to require wardens to remit to the head
office all applications for the renewal of
prospecting grants. If a man goes out, he
gets six weeks’ allowance, and the Minister
ought to give the warden power to give an
extension if advisable. A man might be
on the eve of getting something good, and
it takes a long time o come into Cloncurry
and make arrangements for renewals and
that sort of thing, whereas, if satisfactory
arrangements were made to give the warden
discretionary power fwo or three weeks before
the termination of the allowance, the pros-
pector would write into the warden and
have his grant renewed before the period
expired.

There is ancther matter I would like to
say a few words on, if time permits; that
is, in connection with the recent episode at
Mount Oxide. The Government are entirely
responsible for the whole of that trouble
through the cancellation of the metalliferous
award. The BMinister was most unfair in
his reply to the question asked by the hon.
member for Burke on the fourth of this
month. I object to the Minister not telling
all he knew. Some people would say that
he was telling a half-truth, but he said that
arrangements were made with the warden
at Cloncurry to meet the parties concerned
with a view to arriving at a settlement, and
that the efforts of the warden were of no
avail, He did not tell us they were of no
avail simply because the other side e the
dispute would not meet the warden. That
is why they were of no avail

The SrcrerarRY ror Miwps: They did meer
him.

Mr. MULLAN: I am informed they did
10t

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount Morgan) [2.42]:
It is recognised that the Mines Department
is the Cinderella of all the departments. On
this occasion the Estimates show that it is
not going to recelve much consideration,
in spite of all the promises which were
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members opposite, ra‘“t;ca‘ when Mount Isa rea g gnﬁng. The
1 £ n;ie*' who assured the world OblUJO 1 at Mount Isa to- da\ is that the men
a ge that, if the restrictions which ham- w}xo being df})e"lv‘d
er red the mxmng mductvv were I'GYHOVE)& we WOn QV them
. i to have a flood of capital poured le, (J;‘ w szc‘q was
i nd to resuscitate the industry. to "axe thur own ch inspec-
ue(xf‘faiy for Mines, sugar-
o
g nem 11{\1 for Gfe”z);y has cle s?giy\ ower, has the protection of check
exposed hollowness o 16 CORCEssion chemist wd a check or,
which ha heen referred to. They have The SoCRETARY Fom Mixis: I have not
been nouhing more than huge tracts of © DECRETARY FOR [RINLS: 1 fave not.
mineral land given to Mr. Huonter, who Mr. STOPFORD: The sugar-growers have,

selling pretty fowers on the
bling him to take a trip
v have not produced one
v in any way, with the «x-

.uawn Hill pronosu‘;mn
bout the great ve-
the mmmw industry which

When we see the emount
Tstimates to carry on the

used to
Baz'ron
Lo Engl

ation of
was foreshadowed,
ovided oun the

moining industry, we find that it is less than
was voled last vear; and last year we voted
a les sum  than we did the previous
vear. 1t is time that the Premier awoke
to the danger of removing the protection
given to the miners—protection which they
had enjoyed right from the dawn of the

1=try in this State, many of the
aving been won after severe
hon. gentleman is not going
by doing this kind of thmv
dc “trouble shows clearly that,
v from the Industrial Court

mining indu
rilege
battlm

1o get anywhere
The Mount
if we take

I
5

men who were working under award rates
and at the same time provide subsidies on
various p v products which they, as
consume have to pay, we are going to
hit the ground somewhere, and we have hit
it with a ‘urd thud at Mount Ox;oo Just
consider (On of the miners at Mount
Oxide, miles from mnowhere and
under con dmm ‘mlch would tax the strength
{ every hon. member, working and goug-
ing under adverse conditions; and then, with

a stroke ho pen, they are denied adequabe
remuner 1 for their work, and no effort
is bum" ade by the Government o fix
of commodities to enable them to
I view w th much concern the sirip-
iners of the industrial con-
under the awards.
ror Mines: Are
should fix the

JUE S.’EODFO
have fixec
miner

I say the CGovernment
the inme of flour, so that
to pay & higher price than the
economic price of production. I am not
growling about that; but at the same time
they have deprived the metalliferous miner
of the protection which he was mevmub}y

the

there is no justice in that.

: scon as mining once more

become ofitable industry, the miners
will heir old conditions. They
have 1 obtained their good con-
dition their own industrial strength,
will get them back again. That

v of the whole position.

Tnc hon. member for Flinders dealt with
a very important matter. On one occa-
sign I 1 hon. members opposite with
bemg s when they deprived the
miners of the n,o%ectmn of their award. I
say thai one of the worst actions of the Go-
vernment was when they removed from the
miners tne pmtect‘on necessary for the safety
of life and limb. The figures quoted by the
hon. me for Flinders are a mere baga-
telle to at will occur in a year or two

T

The chee

weighe opemt d when payments
were made on weights, and check chemists
were appointed when analyses of the sugar
content were made. The miner has always
nad the protection of a check inspector. He
has always been all owed to elect a maeck
fmpef’tur ‘and to pay hi m, I am not casting
ny refiection upon Mr. Young, the GOVOT’I-
ment inspector af Moun Isa, who i an
excellent man, and I jein with the hon.
meﬂﬂ')e‘* for Flinders in ad vocating that he
be permanently appointed at Mount Isa.
I do not care who the (lovernment inspector
may be. He cannot win the confidence of
the men in the same way as an mspentor
p)omted by themselves. The check nspec-
tor becomes an official of the men, he attends
their union meetings, and understands their
requwoments

The BrcReTaRY For MivEs: You want him
to be an orgamber for the union.

Mr. STOPFORD: No. If the Minister
is so narrow minded, then he should not
be in charge of the dopartment Read the
history of check inspectors! The Govern-
ment were not game to allow this Chamber
to debate the questio*“ of v‘zgther check
inspectors should be removed They did

1ot remove the check Lnsl;ector,

The SkcrrTarY FOR Mines: There was no
necegsity.

Mr. STOPFORD: The
som th}ﬂe., worse, It was one of the most
miserable acts ever performed by a Minister
of the Crown in the history of Quter«mnu
All that the check inspector could do was
to log in a book that which he considered
necessary for the protection of the hvalm
snd the limbs of the workers, and the matie
would be finally decided by the Govemrmnt
The check m«;pe(‘to moved round
ongst the men, going from stops to siope
and nom place to place watchi ing the interests

Government did

a

of the men thmuw}wom the job. 1f the men
submitted a matter that did not justify
attention, then the check inspecor, who was

a miner himself, could candidly tell them
that they were \Vl‘ong The system of a
eck inspector is not a new one. Previously
tiie check , inspector worked in the. mine,
and was paid by the men concerned. He
did not approach the scene of an accident
uniil the accident had occurred. He was
either afraid of the men or afraid of the
employer. After years of advocacy the
Legislative CUouncil made provision for a
chnm«: inspector o be elected by the men
and paid by the Government. The object
was to place the check inspector above the
control of the union so far as it related
to his pay, and to give the men the rig’nt
to select the person they considered best
fitted for the position. The union was not
then able to say that the check inspector was
dependent upen the members for his liveli-
hood, and he could not be victimised by
the company concerned. He was placed in
an absolutely independent position between
the two contending par He had to be

Stopford.]

Mr.
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a gualified miner, and as a qualified miner
could easily earn 30s. a day contracting in
the Mount Morgan mine; the salary was
fxed at £6 per week. His duties were
combined with the duties of an industrial
inspector, and he had to attend tc certain
matters on the mine surface. The plesent
Secretary for Mines got rid of the check
inspector by reducing his salary to 15s. per
week.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
job was worth.

Mr., STOPFORD: The hon. gentleman
will have the blood of dozens of men on
his head before he is done.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
that responsibility.

Mr. STOPFORD: A man who does not
understand mining can easily wave his hand
and make such a remark. The system of
mining carried on at Mount Isa is new to
Australia, I had known of the Nystem,
bat I had never seen it operatcd. It is
known as the “ glory-hole” system, under
which the miners drive in, and then work
to the surface. Lead mining is the most
unhealthy branch of mining, and even under
the best ventilated conditions we can expect
a certain amount of plumbism, or lead
poisoning, and attendant complaints. Miners
working in metalliferous mines not_subject
to lead conditions drive in to a dead-end
without ventilation, and the heat and atmos-
phere can be imagined. <Coupled with th}m
fact is the dust which causes miner’s
phthisis and all the other diseaseb miqers
suffer from. Under the “glory-hole”
system, the miners drive stlalght through
to the roof. The men at Mount Isa are
working the jack hammer. That has caused
industrial trouble everywhere it has been
used. It weighs about 90 Ib. The ordinary

More than the

hopper, which is used by most miners in
Queensland, weighs about 40 lb., and it is
gedc’aﬂy used off the shoulder. The
of mg

! result
ling a 90-1b. jack hammer under the
-hole 7 system until the miners break
v at the roof and get the natural
ventilation can easily be imagined.

The expansion of developments at Moun’f
Isa will bring in its train a crop of casualiies
which will startle Queens! anfl I am not
making any accusation against the mine
management. I know that the Mount Mor-
gan QGold Mining Company took every
reasonable safeguard to protect the life and
limb of their employ but, no matter
what precaution is taken, the element of
risk in wmining 1s so great that accidents
will occur. In Mount Morgan in one year,
when 1,100 men were employed in the mine,
there were 1,400 ambulance cases. I do not
say they were all major cases ;. but the me
employed had on 1,400 occasions to nTalm
attendance from the ambulance. For the
sake of saving about £900 a year the Govern-
ment have deprived all the miners of this
State of the protection they are entitled to
receive. Mining is at a dead-end to-day. If
a revival in mining takes place to-morrow,
shows which are lying dormant will be opened
up everywhere. Men will risk their lives to
cbtain employment. Companies with Imited
capital will rush in to produce metals from
abandoned mines. What protection are these
miners going to have? Miners will not pro-
tect thermselves.

Mr. Tozrr: What are the
chift bosses doing?

[Mr. Stopford.
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Mr. STOPFORD: They are doing their
job, which is tc get as much ore out of the
mine as they can. If the hon. member went
to Mount Isa, he would know what the
captains are doing. They are introducing
an industrial system into Queensland which
has brought the gatling gun into play in the
United States of America. I am not a
prophet, but I prophesy that immediately
Mount Isa becomes a profit-making congern
everything it has taken from the workers
will be taken back from the company. Mount
Isa is located in a place where the cor mpany
will find it difficult to fight. It has no huge
army of unemployed to step in and take the
plame of men who are now working. It
has a highly dangerous mme~da‘xgemus from
the pomt of view of health. The number of
accidents quoted by the hon. member for
Flinders; considering the shallow nature of
the workings, should be some wascation o
hon. members of what is going to happen in
that mine as it gets deeper and as the
developmental work becomes greater. I quite
realise that the system of “ glory hole ’ min-
ing is not dangerous.

Mr. TozEr: Is that not the same as over-
hand stoping?

Mr. STOPFORD: It is. I have heard
from men who have come back from Mount
Isa that the company provides sprays for
the use of the miners; but, as everyone
accustomed to mining knows, miners do not
use sprays unless compeiled to do so. A
mining inspector stationed at Cloncurry is
compelled to cover a large ares of coun-
try, and what possible hope has he of
enforcing the ordinery mines regulations?
I have seen men working at l‘#.‘(ouny Morgan
taking unnecessary risks I have also seen
men with imaginary grievances coming along,
and we have had industrial trouble before the
Government inspector could get there. The
check inmspector—the man who had worked
at every stope and on every level in the
mine—was merely delegated to mvestxgate
the matter: and, when he reported to the
exscubive of the umon that theLe was Do
case, the man who made the complaint was
told to work or to get out—that he would
get no union support. Under the present
conditions I fear that many lstle hold-ups
may occur that could easily he over i
there was 2 man present who enjoyed ths
confidence of the men. It woul
£300 a vear. 1 realise the Gov
hard put to for money; but surely the
Minister will admit that it is a shame that
a more frequent inspection is not made of
the valuable State asset at Mount Morgan.
After all, it is a_valuable State assef. We
only give it to the company to work. The
company has to keep a certain *um”ber of
men employed there to keegp the asset
safe:

The Srcrerary For Mings:
mine close?

Mr. 8TOPFORD: I am not arg
the inspector does not go to Mo
oceasionally; but I hold that,
the check inspector, there was a
tion, which prevented many fat
I give the Mount Morgan Gold B
pany, Limited, credit for the fact th

When did the

we had
7 inspec-
accidents.
ing Com-
at, when

the check inspector discovered so ;ethiﬁg
which was caused through the fault of the
men or of the management, in uine cases
cut of ten the company was ready to
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give effect to the check inspector’s recom-
mendation. On the other hand, if we have
to wait until the arrival of the Rockhamp-
ton inspector, who may be at Many Peaks
or some of the other places in the vast dis-
trict whizhi he has to supervise, it may be
impossible to prevent a disaster occurring.
1 trust the ZIinister will reopen the mattor.

At all times the Government have claimed
that they believe in round-table conferences.
I have a letier in my possession in relation
to the Styx coal mine. I had intended to
address a question to the Minister on the
matter; but perhaps the hon. gentleman
may be able to give me the information at
this stage. The hon. gentleman knows that
under the coal mining industrial laws of
the State a board, presided over by an
independent chairman, adjusts the rates of
pay for all classes of work in the industry.
In the letter which I have received from
the Styx No. 3 Branch of the Queensland
Colliery Employees’ Union, these statements
appeay-—

‘ Matters industrially are in a state
of unrest here at Styx, owing to the
Mines Depaltment not honouri ing award
rates, soc far as machine-cut conl is con-
cerned. The rate for that class of coal
was fixed by the Board of Trade and
Arbitration per medium of the late

Mr. W. J. Dunstan at 8s. per ton. Of
course, since then this rate has been
subjected to a 10 per cent. reduction.

The Mines Department, on the infro-
duction of the Arc-Wall machine, has
notified this branch that they will only
pay 3s. Td. per ton, despite the present
rate of 4, 6d. as set down in the award.
"This branch has made overtures to

them, with a view to the award being
observed, but without avail. A hold-up
over the business appears inevitable.

Branch committee would deem it a
favour should you ask the Minister for
Mines, Mr. Atherton, on the floor of
the House, the followmg questions in
conection Wlth the forogoing:—

‘Is it a fact that the Ndinister for
Mincs, or his advisers, are attempt-
ing to flout the _Arbitration Court

award at Styx No. 3 Mine re machine-
cut coal. insofar as a rate of 3s. 7d.
or ton is demanded while they at the
same time are fully cognisant of the
fact that the award rate governing
that class of coal is 4s. 6d. per ton
(Dunstan award); and, further, what
1s the d"nartment reason for not
nmvm'v any altelatlon in the ratc for
cald eoal a matter for arveument br
both palmes concerned, at Coal Board,
with the finding by the independent
chairman to be binding and honoured
by the parties concerned?’

1t is idle for hon. members opposite to say
on the hustings that they believe in indus-
trial disputes being settled at a round-table
conference presided over hy an independent
chairman when the (:0\exnm0nt decline
to meet their employees in this instance.
Here is an opportunity to avert a strike or
hold-up in one of the Government coal
mines. The question appears to be a rea-
sonable one. and I hope the Secretary for
Mines will have an opportunity, before the
vote goes through, of conferring with who-
ever is responsible in his department for
this position, and that he will be able to
announce that the policy of the Govern-
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ment is to meet their employees in con-
ference, and that the decision will be
adhered to, and also that the request of
the six miners will be agreed to.

My, FOLEY (Leichhardt) [3.7}): I agree
with the remarks of the hon. member for
Mount Morgan particularly in regard to the
attitude adopted by the Mines Department
respecting the imposition of what the depart-
ment considers a fair remunecration for coal
won by means of machines. No doubt the
pesition at the Styx is bordering on a posi-
tion similar to that which occurred at the
Bowen coalmines a little while ago. In that
case, if a proper round-table conference had
been arranged with the union officiuls, guided
by the advice of their representatives at the
mine who knew the conditions, much of the
trouble at Bowen could have been obviated.
Similar tactics are being adopted in this
case. Apparently the Minister, on the advice
of his officers, is endeavourmg to reduce
the running co:ts of the mine. Acting on
the advice that this coal can be won at a
certain rate per ton, without reference to
any tribunal, the department issued an ulti-
matum to the miners that such and such a
rate would prevail when the machines were
put into operation, and left it at thut. The
result was that a dispute arose 1mmedm.my,
which means a good deal of trouble ior the
men before they get a fair deal. If the
Minister has been used to thess method: in
the North, he will find, after a little experi-
ence, that’ they will not work in the positicn
he is now holding as Secrctary for Mines,
particularly in regard to that class of work.

Like other hon. members who have spoken,
1 regret the lack of facilities offered by the
present Administration for the rehabilita-
tion of the mining industry in this State.
During previous seisions we had a gesture
from the Minister by way of concessions to
certain individuals—really a gesture to the
public that something was going to be done
to open up certain mines that had been closed,
when, really, all that was done was to grant
a franchise to certain individuals in the
hope that they would be able to exploit the
moneyed Interests overseas for their own
benefit, and ot for the benefit of the mining
industry. To date, nothing has come of
any of these propositions. No effort has
heen made by the Minister to have a com-

prehensive survey of the pogsibilities of
putting the mining industry on a better
footing.

I want particularly to refer to the coal-
nmining industry and the possibilities that
exist for building up that industry. The
high cost of pxoducmg coal as a result of
the use of obsolete methods in the industry
was referred to last night by speakers at the
dinner given by the Chamber of Commerce.
It was stated that the price was increasing
in Queensland, whereas in other countries the
price of coal has been decreasing, not so
much as the result of g reduction of wages,
but because of the a,pplication to the indus-
try of systematic and scientific methods. I
refer particularly to South Africa, and other
countries which have been forced, as the
result of competition, to adopt those methods.
These is a possibility in Quecensland of build-
ing up our coal export trade to a greater
extent that oxists to-day.

The Labour Government aticmpiod to azsist
the development in the Central district of
the huge coal deposit at Blair Athol. The
Labour Government gave the companies a

Mr., Foley.]
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flat rata concession of 4d. per ton per mile
on the haulage of the coal to the coast.
It was estimzted by the owners of those
collieries that with that concession, they
had a fair chance of lailding up an ex-
port trade. As time went on, we had to
assist the companies by the erection of
crancs at the varicus poirs, and in one
instanes the then Government took steps
té dredge a harbour in the Rockhampton
district, which is now obsolete. A little coal
eventually went to the port of (Gladstone;
but the trade dicd off, and there the matter
stands. No atteiapt has been made to follow
the matter up—I do not know whether the
Minister s received any suggestions from
his officers in this respect.

We have enormous suppiies of coal of good
quality and of various grades in Queensland,
but nothing is being done to assist the indus-
try. If the industry was encouraged and
assisted, many thousands of miners could be
emplored. It is stated that for every miner
employed three men are found employment
in allied 1ndustries.

Many people believe that the reason for
the success of the South African coal indu:
try 18 becauvse they mainly employ Indian
coolic and Xaoffir labour at a low rate of
remunceration.  Figures which I have taken
from the South African “ Year Book ” show
that, while we in Queensland formerls pro-
duced at the same rat: as South Africa, we
have graduslly slipped back in this regard.
In 1918, for imstance, according to the South
African “ Year Book,” the price per 100
ib. of coal in South Africa was 1s. 5.90d..
as against 1s. £.52d. in Australia. In 1920
the price per 100 lb. in South Africa was
ls. 7.22d., as compared with 2s. 11.7d. in
Australia.

. Anosher point I want to emphasise is what
s being done by the South African Govern-
mment to put the industry on a firm Lasis
$0 as to tap tho natural coal resources of
the country and meet the competition of the
of the world. A coal commission was
appointed in South Africa in 1827 to report
on the warious measures required for the
developmen: of the industry—namely, the
question of grading coal for export and for
bunkering purposcs, the equitable distribu-
tion of the coal amongst the participating
collierirs, and the discouragement of the
export of low-grade coal. Following on the
report of that commission, an Act was passed
in 1922, which provided that all coal ex-
ported from South Africa should be graded.
that certificates should be given with regard
to the grade supplied to exporters, and also
dealing with other conditions outlined in the
report of the commission.

A wonderful trade has been built up over
a period of years. The following figures give
one phase of the development of the eoal
industry in South Africa:—

R ‘ 102
o e
) Tons.
Coal exported from 1,003.842
South Africa |
Coal bunkered .o 1,423,000

The mining interests there have systemati-
cally pooled the whole of the coal resources
oi the country, and they have been brought
under the supervision of the Coal Mining Act

[Br. Foley.
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passod in 1922. That legislation provides for
o definite system of planned economy in its
application to coal production, for the grad-
ing of coal, and for the issuc of cortificates
relating to export coal. It means that, when
a certificate of quality is issued, purchasing
nations in the other paris of the world can
rely upon the quality of the cosl consigned.

The South African Government have also
endeavoured to encourage the development
of the coal industry by allowing a rebate
more generous than can be found in any
other part of the world. A short while age
the rebate amounted to 8s. per ton on coal
exported from South Africa—a considerable
concession to the coalmining interssts of that
country. They have developed and main-
tained this trade in face of the prevailing
depression throughout the world.

I have been carefully considering the con-
tents of a book entitled ““ The Coal Industry
of the World,” compiled by the United States
Departnient of Commerce, Buresti of Foreign
and Domestic Clommerce. That book deals
with the coal resources of the world, and the
development and decline in the production
and export of coal in the various countries
of the world over a number of years. The
development of scientific methods and the
utilisation of other fuel resources has resulted
in a diminution in the consumption of coal.
Countries which in the past imported large
quantities of coal have now developed their
resources by the establishment of huge hydro-
electric schemes, and are providing electric
energy for the exploitation and development
of their own industries. In the face of these
new wnd important developments, which must
have a sorions influenrce upon the coal
mavkets of the world, there ave still huge

markets to be exploited, some in close
proximity to Australin. I vefer to the
of Java, Singapore, Japan. and

They are very important and very

attractive markets. 1 admit that Japan

produ coal within her o country, and
even exports coal: but she also imports con-

siderable quantities of a type of coal which
cannct be produced within her own borders.

A little more could be doue by the Govern-
ment to give the coalmini industry an
opportunity to exploit these inarket:. In
discussing this question with the Blair Athol
interests a little while ago. T discovered that.
notwithstanding the enormous scam of coal
there which ean be mined at a considerable
reduction in cost @s comparved with other
mines, and notwithstanding its distance from
the port of Gladstone. which is the best port
for the company to ship coal from, they are
still about 2« per ton shy of the price which
would cnable them to Dbecome established
on the Java market. Tf it is possible for
a countiry like South Africa to make it profit-
able to give a rebate of 8s. per ton on every
ton of coal exported, and also a rebate on
coal used for bunkering purposer. we could
incrcuse our concessions *o the industry a
little in order to place it on a cowmpetitive

sis with the South Afvican industr If
that were dene, it would no doubt #ppear
to be a direct burden on the faxpayers;
but for every miner employsd there are
indirertly three other men employed in allied
industries which are necessary to keep the
industry going. The combined activiti-s of
the coalmining industry and its allied indus-
tries wwould more than make up any deficiency
result froma rail concessions granted by
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the Governinent., The matter i1s worth con-

sidering. The Government should not arrive
at a hap"xazard decision, but thould demand
frem the indust a stematic reorganisa-
tion, under whish & planued sysem could

cannot continue to hew
coal under unecorssmic conditions and expect
to compete in the ¢xport trade. If conces-
slons arc given to the industry, some more

be adopted. We

highly scientific srstem of coal production
should be expected from the collieries.

Mr. CosteLLo: Your Governmeat did
nothing in thav direction.

Mr. FOLEY: We attempted to ment the

time, The rate on coal
ratled frem Blair Athol was reduced to 4d.
r ton per mile to the ncarest port; but
still the company could neot compete in the
exporvh trode.  Even mines situated neaver
to the ports Lould not compete in the export
trade because of their high production costs.
would uocn\mond the Wums*er to pay a
it to Blair Athol before he retires from
sffice in order to study the conditions there.
He will then see the cnormous seam coal that
is there to be worked. TUnder scientific
moethods of mining this coal can be placed

conditions of our

cn the trucks at 2. per ton; but that result
annot ko clnevod wader existing rnethods.
Iv iy onL possible urder the strip-mining

mothods pm ued in the United States. At
Blair Athol there is a seam of 65 feet of
clean coal with an average depth of 60 feet,
whereag in the United States 30 feet of over-
burden must be stripped before a seam of
coal 28 and 33 inches in thickness can be
worked.,  We have at Blair Athol a deposit
of good clezan coal unequalled for steaming
purposes lymfr dormant without any effort
being made to exploit it. The same remarks
apply {o other collicries nearer the coast
than Blair Athol. I am not pushing a barrow
for thet particular mine; but my remarks
appxy to all Queenr and. Much dood could
be done if an investigation were Illddf‘ into
the position by competent men.

As a result of the world-wide Jdepression,
we find that certain eountrie® arve resorting
to the old-time methods of bartering com-
mbdltws of which they posiess a surplus.

insi=nes just recently Canada made a
}ug bartering deal with one of the South
American ceuntries, as a result of which she

is supplying eat in veturn for the equiva-
lent in cofirn beans. Much could be done
by investigating the nossibilities of working

along similar lines so far ax the Fastern
countries are concerned, where there is a

and

demand for coal. Coal could be sent
i ties

we could receive in  return commo
which are not pyoduced in Australia.

i commend my suggestion with regard to
the re mgmhatlon of the coalmining indus-
try in connection Wlth building up xh(} export
trade, together with my suggestion as to
the possibilities of bartering; wnd I trust
that the Minister will do something along
thesa lines before he relirquishes office.

Mr. TOZER ((”1/7717)1'[) [3.31}: T consider
mining is one of the most Important aciivi-
ties of the Gosvernment. and one whlch Wlll
uliimately he the mcans of helping not only
Queenslan:d but also Australia out of the
present  financial difficulties. If by any
‘o large quantities of pavable gold were

overed, it would provide the quickest
ible return.
HMr. Forey: You have to (ind the gold
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Mr., TOZER: It is not necessary to wait
nntil it grows; “ihe veturn is available when
it is dis covered. Further, the discovery of
large fields would draw to them a large
imbar of the population and thus help to

olve the unemployment problem.

The hon. member for Leichhardt dealt
chiefly with the question of coal. I have
had a little experience with coal, and 1t

kas shown me that we have been unable
to sell all the coal which we mine. When
gold-mining operations were being conducted
at va‘ow billet wood was used to get
up steam to work the drills and compressors.
It was found that vwood fuel was unsuitable,
nd we, therefore. turned cur attention to
leveloping thd coalsmining industry, not
only to satisfy our requirements sot gold-
mining, but also to provide a market. We
found there was not sufficient demand for
coal. The idea of the hon. member for
Leichhardt is that the coal industrs will be
rlie means of solving the vnemployment gues-
tion; but, if I judge the hon., member aright,
it will be necessary to pay some sort of
uhsidy to foster that industry. That is one
reason why I object to it. Gold-mining
would be more beneficial, although I admit
that the d‘swvely of oil would have equally
Foneficin] results to this country. Oil fuel
fias mcpl vend conl fuel in many directions,
and 1t has bepn found much cheaper to use
0il than coal, which is another reason why
the demand for enal has fallen ofi consider-
zbly. The whole of the Queenslund coast
contains coal-producing land. Ultimately it
will be a wonderful benefit to Queenstand if
we do get oil.

At 3.86 p.n.,

\;1‘ LiAXWELL (7oowong), one of the panel

f Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-

10 m in the chair.

Mr. TOZER : I congratulate the Minister
on  his prospecting grant. Certainly the
vote 1s very e has only £10,000 on
the estimates prospevting in the whole

That amount is absolutely
if I had the power, I would
not hesitate to put £1€0,000 on the esti-
matss for prospecting purposcs, because it
would give employmert of a kind that
would encourage men to go on the land and

their own energy. That would be quite
a dlfferent thing to putting a man on inter-
mittent relief work, where he does some-
tl,xm mcchanicmlly gets paid for it, and
is thg end of it. There is a chance of
veloping the State and gelting some con-
siderable roturn as a 1'o&ult of pro= pecting.
Quits & few of these prospectors are getting
a little gold. T do not say they are getting
anything wonderfii: but hon. membhers know
that they can show small specimens carrying
gold or specks of gold. Lots of them dolly
these specimens, and they have little bottles
containing gold dust. I do not think this
gold i shown in the vcturns, because they
can sell the gold to any of the banks, or
to sssayers, jewellers, or even to dentists.
I really think we arve getting more gold
from prospecting than is shown in the
return

I Wa,nt to cougratulate the Alinister on
his grant of £1 per week to single men and
£2 per weok to married men. I do not say
that is a fair wage; but it is a help to men
who are out prospecting. These prospectors
are quite willing to go out with that
assistance, knowing that if they do find
anything it will belong to themselves.

Mr. Tozer.]

for
of Queensland.

sbsurd; and,

cr
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The Victorlan Government only pay pros-
pectors 8s. por week, while the New South
Walcs Government pay 8s. a week. I admit
rhat the grant in this State is small; and,
it w2 could afford to pay more to these
prospectors, I would- be quite willing to
increase the amount; but, if you only have
a limited vote of £10,003, you cannot be too
generous. 1f you arc too generous, the
money will go to a few, and the big
majority will get nothing. The hon. member
for Leichhardt interjected that you have
to find the gold. Most ceriainly yeu have to
find it. You have to work, and you have
to find the«e things; aid look at the number
of tields that have been found in Australia!l
Mr. FoLey: There are not many left.

TOZER : What an absurd thing for
any man to say! The hon. member cannot
be a mining man, because he is not sanguine,
I am sure the late Secretary for Alines
would uot say that there is no more gold
to be found in the Commonwealth. We have
onlw scrztched the surface, and gold will
be found when we are dead and gone,
Tizlds that we are not working to-day will
e worked because of better methods of

mining. Does any hon, member mean to
say that Gympic is worked out? Not at
all! We have only gone down a certain

depth. At present water stops the main
part of the field from being worked; but
there are any number of place: round the
tield where men are prospecting and obtain-
ing a certain amount of goid. There is no
doubt that it is an expensive proposition
to put down the machinery when you get
gold, and a certain amount of capital is
required for that purpose.

~Some people who are prospecting round
Gympie are getting rather nice returus.
There are two places on the field whire
deep shafts have been sunk in the past.
OUne was put down 1,000 feet, and anoticr
3,000 feet; yet they are getting gold close
to those places at a depth of 10 feet, where
it was never thought worth while to prospect
in the old days. There is one shaft which
has Dbeen sunk 1,000 feet close to the
Louisag mine, and in the Louisa mine they
are getting good gold at 50 feet. Look
at @il the other places on that field which
may have been missed in the past! Take
the Gympis Scottish inine, which three times
was abandoned as valueless.  Iventually,
with Scottish capital, they were able to sink
a shaft which proved that that was an
excentionally rich piece of ground, and it
has paid something over £1,000,000 in divi-
dends.

The total value of gold won in Australia
up tc the present time is £630,000,000,
and, according to the hon. member for
Leichhardt, that is the lot; but he is wrong.
It 1s only a beginning. Victoria holds the
pride of place with regard to the total goid
production, the amount being £305,000,000;
Western  Australia holds the sccond place,
the total nroduction being £161,000,000: and
{jucensland holds third place, the total pro-
<uction being about £87,000,000. Queensland
is in its infancy so far as goldmining i»
concerned; and 1t will be proved later that
there are several places in Quecnsland which
will return a great quantity of gold, and
Queensiand will ultimately be the chief gold-
producing State of Australia. Mount Mor-
gan, for mstance, was passed over repeatedly
for yvears and years, as nobody thought any
thing of it, and then it suddenly developed.

Py Tozer.
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That is onz single mountain practically of
gold. (Close to Mount Morgan there i3
Sugarloaf Mountain, subsequently known as
the DLIount Morgan Ixtension mine, and
about = stone’s throw from the original mine.
'T'hat shaft was sunk and supported by nearls
all the oificials of Mouni Morgan; yet 1¥
did not prove anything, and they never
paid a dividend from start to finish. Look
at all the other mountains we have through
out Qucensland! Nobody knows what gold
there iz in them. North Arm, near Gympie,
vas practically unknown ten vears ago, Then
miners got some stone there, but did not
know there was gold in it; and it was only
at the beginning of this ycar that two men
proved there was silver and gold there.
Thesz men only put through about 203
tons, but they got in four months about
£4,000 worth of gold.

Wr., FoLey: Were they cxperienced men?

iy, TOZER: Yes. They are there now,
ard sre putting up machinery at a cost
of £5,000. They are putting a tunnel into
the mcuntain to prove it, and are also
sinking a working shaft to prove how fat
the reefs go down. In that locality thers
is a range of niocuntains extcnding down to
the Bluff. Why should a mountain at one
end be the only one in the range thut carries
2old, and not the others which have not yel
ocen tested ?

There are three wars of prospecting. One
is by the departruent sending out & geologist
with experienced miners to prospuet for
gold, but that has not yet been done in
OQuconsland. TUufortunately, insufficient funds
are available. Next we have the mincr
nfected with the gold fever, who goes out
and ¢udeavours to locate gold-bearing dirt
This type has chiefly beoen responsible for
the discovery of gold in Queensland Then
we bhave prospectors working certain shows
of their own, who apply for assistance to
develop their mines.

Ths hon. member for Mount Morgan con-
tended that the Government were to blame
for the accidents in the mines becausc, he
allezed, check imspectors had been removed.
There were three check inspectors appointed
for Queensland, one stationed at Mount 3lor-
gan, one at Townsville—hundreds of miles
from any minc—and the other stationed in
Brisbane.

Mr. Bruce: The man stutioned in Towns-
. visited the Clencurry and other maning

fiel

Mr. TOZER: No check inspectors were
cver stationed at Gympie. I do not argue
that check inspcctors are not of some use.
T know the work of a chock inspector; but
it is the duty of every experienced mincr
to sec that the ground is safe and that no
accident will occur.  Then we have the
+hift boss, or captain, who goes round with
the men; and it is the duty of the men to
poiut out unsafe ground to the shift boss
or captain, and it 1s his duty to inspect for
himself. In the case of big mines, we have
rnderground managers in addition to the
_eneral manager; but, with small mines, we
have enly a shift boss or captain in addi
to the manager. The manager goes round
every day—generally twice a day—and the
miners can point out everything to him. He
insects as he goes round. The Government
cannot be Dblamed for the accidents that
oceur, Accidents  will cccur anywhere.
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Mining s a risky undertaking, and experi-
enced miners cndeavour fo protect them-
sclves. Miners do become careless, in the
same way as all classes of people gradually
come to treat their work with contempt.
They become carcless in the handling of
dynamite, and accidents are likely to occur
through explosions and falls of earth, Care
must be taken to cope with industrial
discases, but the Workers’” Compensation Act
deals with all those matters. I am with the
niiner every time. It was my habit to go
below every Thursday afternoon to 1n>pect
every mine in which I was interested. I
have a fair idea of the workings below, and
I know the risks that the miners run. We
should make every provision against the
occurrence of accidents, and that is exactly
what the Government are doing. That policy
has been followed by every Government.

Mr. Broce: 'The present Government have
done it by taking away the check inspector.

Mr, TOZER: Some of the check inspectors

did not reside in mining areas. A better
system has now been adopted Tf the miners
see anything wrong down below, or if they

wish &n inszpection to be made they have
only to ask that a check inspector be
appointed for it to be attended to at once.

Gold was first discovered in Queensland
near Warwick in the carly fifties, but the
disenvery was noL of much nnpottanu A
certsin amount of gold is still being won in
that distriet. The firsty gold rush in Queens-
jand took place in 1858 at Canoona, near
Rockhampton.  That is one of the places
that iz coming again now, and where =ome
nugeets have been obtained. Thousands
of gold diggers came from Victoria and New
South Wales, but, as they did not find gold,
ther had to be returned at the expense
of those colonies. Gold was next discovered
al Calliope in 1852, We are now endeavour-
ing to unwater a shaft at Calliope because
we think there is a show there which is
worthy of ¢ trial. It will be given a trial
The next zold rush took place at Crocodile
Creok in 18065, and that was followed by
anothor rush in 1867 at Morinish. Both
these places arc in the Rockhampton district.
The hon. member for Rockhampton will
admit that there is still a great possibility
of gold being discovered in “the Rookhamp-
ton district, because prospecting work is now
proceeding at Mount Hector. Gold wrs dis-
covered at Gympie in 1867. 'The Palmer
River gold rush took place in the early
seventies. A little gold was found near
Enoggara as far back as 1868. Shafts v re
sunk, hut these were subsequently abandoned.
I saw = little bottle of gold the other day
which had been obtained in the Enoggera
district.

The bell indicated that the hon. member’s
time had expired.

Mr. A. J. JONES (Paddington) [3.56]: I
hold that the Department of Mines and the
mining industry are equal in 1mp01tance to
any other depa1tment or industry. The three
things pertaining to mining which go to
make a nation great are iron, coal, and oil.
That is apart altogethel from the value of
metalliferous mining,

I do not hold altogether with the opinion
that every old mine which has been previ-
ously worked is of no value, or is not possible
of again being worked and made gold-pro-

ducing. In Queensland it is not so much a
question of making now discoveries—which
1931—6 ¢
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would be very welcome—as it is of treating
ore bodies in mines which have already been
discovered. The reason why some goldmines
it the past have been abandoned was not
because of any harsh industrial conditions,
because the gold deteriorated, or gold values
decreased, but rather because the companies
working them had not provided sufficient
funds for developmental work to enable the
mines to be worked to a greater depth and
for a longer period. As a matter of fact, the
declaration of dividends in many cases pre-
ceded developmental work.

I am pleased to note that there is a revival
in mining in this State. Possibly it is not
very marked; nevertheless it is pleasing to
notice that our production has increased, and
is still incressing. It is also pleasing to note
that two large companies are operating in
this State—the Mount Isa Company in a
silver-lead proposition, and the company
which has taken over certain gold-bearing
mines in the Mount Coolon district. In the
future we must look forward for prosperity
to large scale mining; that is, to the treat-
ment of our low-grade ore in vast tonnages
rather than in an endeavour to find small
rich Tl Dorados, although they would be
very welcome. No doubt the Mount Isa
Company is doing wonderful work in mine
development. Likewise, Gold Mines Limited,
which has recently taken over several mines
at Mount Coolon, is sefting a similar
example. This company purchased a couple
of mines at Mount Coolon at a price in the
vicinity of £100,000, and spent thousands of
pounds in development before atiempting to
extract any gold. All this required capital.
They have proved their mine by a system
of shaft sinking, driving, awd proper mine
development without putting up plant. Now
they are ready to put up the plant and take
out the proflits spread over a period of years.

In the very vestricted time which one is
given in this debate—for twenty-five minutes
is not sufficient to deal with all the ques-
tions which arise on the Mines Estimates—
I do not wish t¢ miss an opportunity of
making reference 1o one matter. The ques-
tion of the coal industry was very ably
mentioved by the hon. member for Bowern,
whom we all plessed to see back again
in this Perliament. The hon. member made
some reference o the Sleigh coal contract.
The Auditor-General also makes reference
to that contract, and 1 should Ilike the
Minister to note his remarks. The Govern-
ment of which I was Secretary for Mines
entered into a contract with Mr. Sleigh,
and under that centract the prices payable
were—

Best screened coal, 14s. per ton on trucks
at mine.

Unscreened coal, 12s. per ton on trucks
at mine,

Screened emall coal, 1ls.
trucks at mine,

per ton on

] stor continued that agrec-
and increased the prices on the fol-

The present Mini
ment,

lowing soale:—
Per ton.
s. d.
Best screened coal 16 6

Run of mine coal (unsc.roene‘cij 13 6
Screened coal (small) .. 12
10 6

Unscreened coal (slack)
According to the Auditor-General’s report
for the year ended Z0th June last. the total

Mr. A. J. Jones.]
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concession in respeci of coal supplied to
Mr. Sleigh during 1930-31—that is, during
the presont Minister's term of office—was
£5,634 5z 2d. The Auditor-General, at
page 122 of his report, says—

“The total value of the concession
since the conmmn(‘mr\cnt of the contract
is £28,630 6s.

That conveys to tho public of Queensland
that under both agreements Mr. Sleigh

actually received a concession valued at
£28,630 6+ 5d. That is not a fair way of
stating the case, because the Minister knows
that for the last year Mr. Sleigh did not
make a profit of £5,634 5s. 2d.; nor did he
make a profit of £2R 630 6s. 3d. during the
term of his contract. The so-called conces-
sion is the difference in the price at which
coal was sold to Mr. Sleigh and the price
charged to Australian industry, railways,
and consumers generally, It should not be
considered either as a concession or as a
profit. Everyone knows that it is not pos-
sible for any Queensland Government to
get an  Australian price for coal outside
Australia. The hon. member for Leichhardi
dealt with the question this after:ioon. We
have to suffer competition from South
Africa, where coal mines are worked under
entnoly different conditions, Iocr example,
cheap lahour conditions obtain in South
Africa, and there is also a bonus of 6s. Td.
per ton paid by the railways for coal shipped
to the wharves. It is not possible for Aus-
tralia to compete with South Africy in the
Kastern market. Newcastle has lost her
trade, not because of industrial disputes
or undue harsh lahour conditions, but
because South African ¢nal can be sent to
the Kast at a much cheaper price than we
cxn supply it. We made an attempt to do
something by selling coal at a low price to
Mr. Sleigh in order that he might secure
a trade with the East.

Mr. Maver: Through a m*'dd%man

Mr. A, J. JONES: We sold the coal out-
right to him, and Mr. Sleigh did not make
um pfxmw coramissiol out of it.

. Mawrr: He made a profit,

Mr. A. J. JONES:
knows nothing about it.
Mr. Iangr: I know that much about it.

Mr. A, J. JONES: I may tell the hon.
member that dr, Sleigh’s total profit under
the wireement made by myself as Secretary
for Mines was £568 16s. 8d. Accerding to
the Auditor-General’s report, the public may
be led to believe that a concossion valued at
£28,000 was given to him. I may point out
that Mr. Sleigh offered to produce his books
to the Premier of this State so that the
Premier could investigate the charges that
he made in this Chamber and prior to the
clection=.  T’rior to the elections the Premier
said that 1s. per ton was paid by the Mines
Department for every ton of coal that was
sold from the Bowen State coslmine. I take
it that he referred to RIr. Sleigh. That
Mr. Sleigh received a commission is not
correct. I contond that the Auditor-Generals
npmt should be more explicit. I do uo y
it is incorrect, because that is the difference
between the price of coal we sold to Mr.
Sleigh and the Australian price.

Mr. Mamrr: Mr. Sleigh sold the whole of
that coal for export.

Mr. A. J. JONES: He sold some for
bunkering, but he had no right to sell coal

My, A. J. Jenes

The hon. member
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in Quecnsland. The hon. member knows that,
when he sells butter overseas, he ders not
get the Australian price for butter; and,
if we want to scll our coul in the ]mRt we
cannot get the Australian price for it.

On_ another vote the Premier said
the Mount Isa Company, the big com-
pany operating in Qucensland, had urged
the re-establishment of the Legislative Coun-
cit because of jts fear of another Government
getting into power, I want to point out
that the preseut Mount Isa Company started
operations in Queecnsland after the Upper
House had been abolished, and we were work-
ing urder a unicameral system. That proves
that they had no fear of the Government
then in power.

Mr. BranD:
to you?

Mr, A, J. JONES: It was expressed in the
¢ London Times.” Mr. Leslie Urquhart, in
his 1ep01t to the shareholders, said—

‘In making this necessarily brief
review, I must refer to the all-important
question of Australian labour and the
attitude of the trade unions to capital
and enterprise. Prior to our departure
for Australia we heard a great deal,
from sources comp(‘t@nt or maovnpctcnt
to express an opinion, that was not
encourading on this =ub]ect

It was suggested that in embarkmg
on our new venture we were noi dis.
counting the negative attitude of labour,
the fact that no contract or piece work
was allowed, and the many difficulties
we should mect with generally, due
uiainly to the irterference of the trade
unicns.”’

that

Did they express thas view

Later on he said—

“We svught and took advantage of
every opportunity to mert polmcal and
labour leaders, we mixed and conversed
with the men and with trade union
officinls, and, finally, wec attended public
meetmcra called by “the representatives of
the puncunl trade unions concerned,
the procesdings being fully reporisd in
the press. At the@e meetings we held
free and frank discussion; we were shown
every consideration, "nd the greatest
good feeling prevailed.

“T hope that these fow remarks have
shown that not only is the atrvitude of
the Queenszland Government most helpful,
but that we have the good will of the
trade unions and of the men; and I can
frankly say that any vestige of doubt
which may have been in my mind as to
the attitude of labour has been fully
and finally removed. (Applause.) That
we may have misunderstandings and
difficulties cropping up from time to
time, as in every other country, is fairly
probable, for men are only human, but
granted the continuation of the existing
good will and mutual confidence I have
o manner of doubt as to the result.”

That statement was made by DMr. Leslie
Urquhart, the London chairman of the com-
pany, whizh proves that he did not fcar the
Government in power at the time. The
Government of that day wers always de-
sirous of encouraging not only the mining
mdustry zenerally but the development of
the Mount Ira mine. We are ull pleased
to know that the field will be highly success-
ful and will be of material advantage to
the State.
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Mr. MAHER (Rosewood) [4.14]: I would
like to make a few observations on the sub-
ject of the search for oil Tt is evident
ihat the activities in regard to the search
for oil in Queensland have con51dferably
slowed down in recent times. This is due
to the fact that a great number of com-
panies which were formed for the purposc
of searching for oil have shown more or
less negative results. Ividence has accumu-
lated that there is oil in Queensland in eer-
tain districts, but we have rcached an im-
passe in regard to the =uccessful prosccution
of the search for oil in the State.

I want particularly to refer st this juncture
to the very valuable series of articles which
were contributed to the metropolitan press
by Dr. Woolnough on this highly important
sabjeet last month, Dr. Woolnough, the
Commonwealth Geologist, has just rcturncd
from a visit to the United States of America,
and has formed very important conclusions,
which he has sat down for all to read.
I have no doult that the Minister and the
geologists attached to the Department of
Mines have absorbed the points made by
Dr. Woolnough. In order to bring the
matter under public notice, I would like to
mention certain points, one of which is the
ernphasis which Dr. Woolnough attaches to
zcological survey, or what he terms “contour
outcrop geological surveys.”

Mr. A. J. Joxzs: Aerial surveys also.
Mr. MAHER: Yes, aerial surveys also.

I was inciined to think that the sugges-
tion with regard to acrlal surveys was rather

fanciful until 1 read the report of Dr.
Woolnongh. I have no doubt that a survey

of the ground from a high ele¢vation is very
similar to observing indications of water
from tha air. From a sreat haight we are
sble to sen things which are not evident
to the cve as we walk along the surface
of the earth. There is no doubt that aerial
surveys have a very important bearing on the
particular point which Dr. Woolnough em-
phasises.  He says that, when he went over
itrvy in (lalifornia from swhich they
vimng valuable oil to-day, he found
these conditions—

“In the Californian occurrences the
ceneral dreary monotony of the arid
hills, cevoid of visible outerops, sug-
gested the absolute hopelessness of the
geological problem. Ty guide pointed
out to me tiny fragments of white
cherty shale scattered through the soil,
snd explained thet, as the result of long
:nd  discouraging work in the field, it
had bevome apparent at last that these
fragmeunts were derived from thin, con-
tinuous beds of rock, nowhere visible
as such at the surface. By following
out these lines of fragments, sometimes
literally on the hands and knees, the
geologieal features of two great oilfields
swwerc  laboriously deociphered.”

That illustrates that, under Australian condi-
tions, we have not paid the intensive and
detailed attonticn to the question of geologi-
cal survev that obviously has been paid in
the United States of America, and which
apparently is essential to the successful search
for oil. It is evideant that a great amount
of the tharcholders’ money has been wasted
in Australia and Queeusland by companies
proceeding with deep drilling on chance.
Certainly, they have been aided on rough
geological lines by the available geologists
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in this State; but I do not think anything
on the intensive lines adopted in the United
States has been attempted in Queensland.
The general obscrvations of Dr. Woolnough
more or less point to the nccessity in the
future of exercising a greater measure of
control over companies engaged in drilling
for oil. It scems evident that we should
not permit a company to put down a deep
well involving a terrific amount of expendi-
turc unless the geological structures have
been carcfully checked up and spproved not
only by the geologist attached to the staff
of the company but also by the responsible
ofticers of the geological staff attached to
the Mines Department. If we are ever going
to secure confidence in the continued search
for oil in Queensland, then the Mines Depart-
ment must give such a lead and such encour-
agement to people to invest their money
in the future by exercising a greater measure
of control over deep drilling. I have been
told that it costs in the vicinity of £12,000
to put down a deep well, and it is an abso-
lute waste of money unless we feel we are
putting it down, not as a blind stab, but
where the geological structure offers some
possibility of success.

I very foolishly supported the old policy
with my hard cash and not by windy words.
T was one who was prepared to take a chance
under conditions as we saw them in Queens-
land, and I lost. There is a big investing
public in Queensland and Australia who are
still prepared to take a chance, and are still
prepared to gamble and to take a risk in a
search for oil for the rich reward that oil
will give, But we have to take stock of
the position as we see it to-day. There is
no good continuing operations on the unsue-
cessful conditions of the past. Dr. Wool-
nough points out that within a radius of
20 miles of Roma we might as well abandon
the scarch for oil because the geological con-
ditions within that radius are entirely unsuit-
able for oil accumulation. Still, wells are
being proceeded with in that district, and
within that radial area. The sharcholders
of these companies should be protested, and
we should try to protect our future activities
in the search for oil. Mr. J. H. Reid, of
the Qneensland Geological Department, Dr.
Woolnough, and Dr. Jensen agree that the
big basin which exists to the north-east of
Roma, moving in the direction of Springsure,
offers the most suitable locality for the con-
duct of a successful search for oil. In the
opinions of those highly capable geolorical
experts, the sediment:, the rock formations,
and the geclogical periods in that part of
the country offer the best field for our
activities to-day. I conclude by quoting a
recent statemont made by Wallace Pratt,
Chief Geologist to the Humble O0il and
Refining Company, of Texas—

“ Highty per cent. of the discoveries
that enabled us to set up 10,000,000,000
barrels of underground reserve to-day
vesulted directly from geologic or geo-
physic recommendations as io location
and depth of tests.”

It is really the drill which determines the
real oilfield, but the accumulated evidence
of the United States indicates that 80 per
cent. of the oil discoveries in America which
have resulted in the production of commer-
cial oil have come about by the utilisaticn
of scientific surveys, which have not been
attempted on a large scale in Queensland.

My, Mabeor.]
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In summarising the position of oil explora-
tion in Queensland, Dr. Woolnough makes
the following statement of fact:—

“ Queensland possesses oilfields. Of
this there is no shadow of doubt.”
Mr., KmmwanN: Where are they?

Mr. MAHER: All the indications seem
to point to that great tract of country lying
north-east of Roma and running out towards
prmpaun The geological structures which
make for the accumulation of oil are there.
It is there that we must direct our efforts.
I desire to emphasise those views to the
Minister. We need not be downhearted
about our past efforts for, in the considered
opinion of Dr. \Voolnough, we have the oil-
fields. The only question is the setting up
of conditions which will once again induce
investors to come in with confidence, and
financial strength, to intensify the search

for oil, and bring it to a successful conclu-
sion.

Mr. WELLINGTON (Charters Towers)
[4.25]: In the course of my speech on the

Address in Reply on 18th August, I ex-
pressed the opinion that it was preferable
to pay married men £1 10s. and single men
£1 per week to enable them to go out
prospecting rather than encourage them to
stand at street corners. Since rain has
fallen in the Charters Towers district lately,
a lot of old Drospectors, in addition to quite
s number of unemployed men, are pros-
pecting in the hope of earning a liveli-
hood. There is more prospecting now going
on in the Charters Towers district than I
ecan previously remember. Some time ago
J. Soden and P, Sabadina, who were receiv-
ing assistance from the uncmrloyn; ent relief
fund to enable them to engage In pros-
pesting, applied tc¢ the Mines Department
for assistance to sink on the underlie. The
inspector of mines visited the No. 2 West
Imperial mine which they were developing,

mspocted it, and made his veport to the
Biintster;  and  the DMinister was good
envagh to set aside a certain amount for
the sinking of the shaft. After these two
men had sunk the shaft for a distance of 25

feet, a strong boedy of water was encoun-
tored, which preventad  them  from pro-
cecd any further. Ther then asked the

Minisicr to extend the assistance to drive
from the underlie. The developmental work
of these two prospectors disclosed very en-
couraging prospects; so much so that the
mine has since been scold by them for
£1,800. That mine was worked thirty-five
vesrs ago. At that particular time there
was no cyaniding process to extract the
gold. No. 2 ¥West Imperial mine is about
120 fect from the old Imperial shaft. The
reef is of fair size and the latest assays are
good. It is too early yet to indulge in any
speculation as to the future. In mining it
is better to sink the underlie shaft and prove
what the reef is, both by siuking and driv-
mg from the levels. An estimate can then
be mude of the ore-hody in sight. There
is plenty of water available, zmd if more is
required, it can be obtained ]wy sinking.
This will bz invaluable for crushing opera-
tions.

During the month of October more gold
was produced on the Charters Towers field
than in any other month during the last
seven or eight years. It is estimated that
191 tons 12 cwt. of stone were treated for
a yield of 259 oz 11 dwt. smelted gold,
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valued at £756, That is the assay value
only. The standard value of the gold in
Melbourne on 10th November was £5 18s.
9d. per ounce, while the mint value was
£6 9s. 6d. per fine ounce. Hon. members
will see that the value of gold now won
has increased compared with some years
ago, when the value was about £3 10s. per
ounce. The prospects for the industry are
much brighter because of the cyaniding
process that is now employed. Twelve years
ago no stone that averaged under 1 oz. of
gold per ton would pay to treat, but now
stone assaying 15 dwt. of gold per ton can
be treated profitably.

Another field that is now engaging atten-
tion from prospectors is situated at Lol-
worth Creek, about 80 miles from Charters
Towers. There Torkington and McBow, who
are working the Luc:xy Hit mine at Mount
Hope, crushed 10 tons of ore at the Welcome
mill, at Sala Siding, for a return of 7 oz
6 dwt. of gold, of a total value of £25 3s.
8d. The Sunrise Syndicate, st Mount Hope,
took out a trial crushing of 1 ton 10 cwt.
for a return of 2 oz. 13 dwt. of gold, valued
at £8 11s. 2d. Those crushings were taken
out with a view to testing the quality of
the ore to see if it was worth while continu-
ing to work these shows. There are a
number of small mines operating at Lol-
worth, but at the present time it costs
£3 10s. per ton to cart the stone to the
battery in Charters Towers for treatment.
There is great need for the erection of a
battery on the spot, which weuld give an
impetus to the mining operations. The
State battery at Charter: Towers has received
stone for crushing from T. B, RBdwards and
party’s claimn at Ward’s Creek, about 20
miles from Bowen, whilst stone has also
been received at Charters Towers from
Collinsville, Lolworth, Reid River, and
Pentland. Hon. members will see that the
opcration of that battery has been respon-
sible for stone being received from many
districts, whilst great encouragnment is
being given to prospectors when they know
that a battery is available to trsat their
stone,  The arrangements made for treat-
ing the sands are very satisfactory. One
pound per ton is charged for treatmsnt of
the sand, and 20 per cent. is deducted from
the return due to the person whose sands
have been treated.
ocvasion that mining
was not recoiving  the encouragement to
which it was entitled; but I am gratified
to know that the battery which was estab-
lished at Charteas Towers is bringing about a
certain amocunt of development in mining.
1 think that approximatelv £5,000 has beeu
spent in Chartrrs Towers under the unem-
plovyment relief scheme, The recipients of
tbat relief would have to be fed even if
tiev were not working; and I claim that
it 1s better for men to be out doing some-
thing from which some return may come,
s-pecially when I know that some of the
ricn have been getting from £1 10s. {0 £2
per week in addition to the allowance paid
£5 them by the Government.

The * Queensland Government Mining
Journal ” for October states—

“The Venus State battery received an
overhaul. New linoleum tops and riffles
were placed on three Wilfley concen-
trating tables. The timber cushion be-
tween the concrete foundations and twe
stamper Dbattery-boxes were renewed.

I eaid on a previous
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The mill water supply pump received
new liners, rods, and valves. All the
tailings fluming from the Raff wheel
to the middle group of sandpits was
renewed. One sand cyanide treatment
vat was rebuilt.”

In July last the Secretary for Mines visited
Charters Towers, and a deputation waited
on him with regard to the ’battery at
Charters Towers. The battery is now com-
pleted, and information which I have re-
ceived indicates that it is in first-class order.
Of course, there will always be differences
of opinion amongst miners and prospectors.
As 1 told one person who came to me,
“ You want something that will produce gold
that is not in the stone.”” (Laughter.)

I am pleased to see that the department
has given some consideration to the work
at the Lord Cardigan mine, which is 25
niiles  cast  of Charters Towers. The
* Mining Jouraal” says—

‘“ A very compact and efficient pump-
ing plant of unusual design in mining
work has been installed on the Lord
Cardigan mine, 25 miles east of Charters
Towers. A & b.h.p. Petter kerosene oil
engine drives, by means of belting and a
geared pump head, a 3-in. deep well
prmp.  The shaft is now 25 feet deep.
When a further 35 feet is sunk a cross-
cut will be put into the lode and levels
driven along it.”

The shaft has since been deepened: and 1
hope the small syndicate there will steike
something, because they are real good
battlers.

Mr. KENNY (Coolk) [4.35]: 1 desire to
express my appreciation to the Minister and
to the officers of his department for the
assistance they have given to miners and pros-
pectors in the Cook clectorate. That action
has been very beneficial to a great number
of prospectors in that area; and, if the
department continues to render assistance in
that direction, it will be of considerable
benefit to the mining industry of Queensland.

I would be lacking in my duty if I did
not refer to the Minister’s action in assisi-
ing the Mount Mulligan coalminers. As is
known, a body of men took over the State
coalmine at Mount Mulligan. That enter-
prisc had been showing a loss to the State
of £400 per weck, but the men have turned
a loss into a profit for themselves, and there
1s no loss to the State under the present
working.  After these men took on that
proposition, they met with very bad luck.
They had water to start with, and then
their engine broke down and they could not
carry on. If it had not been for the action
of the Minister in supplving ihem with a
new engine, the Mount Mulligan coalmine
would have closed down. I can assure the
Minister that the Mount Mulligan coalminers
appreciate not only his action in handing
over the mine to be worked on a co-opera-
tive basis, but also his action in enabling
them to get another engine to carry on.
To-day these men are very satisfied. and,
while their earnings may mnot be all that
could be desired, they are above the average.
A tribute should be paid to the miners them-
selves.  Were it not for their hardihood
and determination to make a success of the
mine, there would be a different tale to tell
to-day. The action of the miners stands out
as a definite success of co-operation in coal-
mining. The Secretary for Railways also
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has done a lot to assist in that regard.
That hon. gentleman has seen to it that
Mount Mulligan coal is used on the railway
engines from Cairns north. That has enabled
these men to have an assured market for
their coal, so that they can go ahead without
any worry as regards the disposal of their
output. They have increased the output
with a fewer number of men, and to-day
we have a very satisfied community there.
The Minister has nothing to fear, as progre:s
will take place in the Mount Mulligan coal-
mine now that the miners have completed
all the dead work.

The reopening of the Chillagoe smelters
has had a beneficial effect on the back por-
tions of the Cook electorate, as it has enabled
a number of mines that previously were
closed to become operative again. A lot
of miners who were out of work are to-day
working these old shows that people had
given up as being no good.

Although the Minister may be criticised
for the loss on the Chillagoe smelters, he
has nothing to fear in that regard. A big
cutlay had to be undertaken in the first
instance; but I am quite satisfied that, as a
result of the efficient management which we
have at Chillagoe to-day, within twelve
months, instead of the smelters showing a
loss, they will show a profit.

Mr. BrRUCE: When they are handled by a
Labour Government.

Mr. KENNY: The Labour Government
had an opportunity of handling Chillagoe,
and we know what a mess they made of it.
If the Chillagoe smelters are ever again
controlled by a Labour Governmert, I would
advise the people therc not to continue erect-
ing homes and not to spend any money in
opening new mines to supply the smelters,
because the Labour Government would soon
close the smelters.

I wish to refer to the assistance given to
prospectors throughout the State Right
through York Peninsula to-day prospectors
are working in every direction, and a num-
ber of them are making a good living owing
to the action of the Secretary for Mines and
the Mines Department.

My. Forry: Owing to the workers
subscribed to the fund.

who

Mr. KENNY: I am referring to the vote
for prospecting, and not to the unemploy-
ment relief vote. The prospectors in my
clectorate have been very fairly treated by
the Secretary for Mines under the vote for
prospecting, and I wish to express my appre-
cistion of his action.

I have also had a certain amount of assist-
ance from the Department of Labour and
Industry in regard to prospecting; and that
is having a big effcct on a number of men
who previously were looking for work. They
realise that it is better if they can get
assistance to prospect to go into places where
there is an opportunity for them to make
a living; and quite a number of them have
got on to a nice proposition and are making
good money.

Mr. O’Keerz: Can you give us any specific
cases?

Mr. KENNY: It would not be fair for
me to detail the number of men who are
making a decent living through the assistance
of the Department of Mines to-day, and I
do not intend to deal with that aspect of the
matter.

My, Kennig.]
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While a number of men are assisted to go
out prospecting, the department should con-
sider the carrying of the matter a little
further. A number of reefs are discovered
which are really not proved; and these reefs
could be proved if there was a battery plant
in the vicinity. I would suggest that the
Minister should act on the lines followed in
Western Australia, and place a few portable
batteries in different parts of the North. He
could place one at Croydon, one at Etheridge,
and one on the Hodgkinson field. The pro-
spectors could then get small parcels of ore
from the reefs and have them crushed in the
battery available, and thus prove the reefs.
I have in mind a small portable plant which
could be shifted from one place to another.
The adoption of this method would be very
beneficial to Queensland. The system has
been in operation in Western Australia,
where it has been very succossful, ha,vlng
been the means of proving a number of reefs
that otherwise would not have been proved.
The Minister would be well advised in adopt-
ing a similar system in far North Queensland.

The Minister has also had an eye to the
development of the mining industry through-
out the State by granting concessions to
different companxcm to enable them to devel-
lop areas which are not developed to-day.
Tach of these concessions was no doub
considered on its merits by the Minister. I
know the Oppesition will criticise some of
the Minister’s actions in this regard; but
it is desirable that fresh capital should be
brought into Queensland to develop our min-
ing industry. No action which the Minister
may take, howevel will enable the industry
to be ?ew\lonoa unless money is brotwht
here. The Minister has tried t0 make condi-
tions as sttractive as possible, and to encour-
age overscas capital to come in by granting
concessions which would warrant the expendi-
ture of capital thereon. That is a very wise
action on the part of the Minister, and one
that cannot be cor'demnod by our opponente
I congratulate the hon. gontlom‘m on his
attitude in giving concessions to these com-
panies.

Mr. Brroe: Giving the country away.

Mr. KENNY: It is better to give the
country awsy than to let it decay. If by
giving these concessions we can cause a
couple of hundred men to be employed in an
area, it will be a good thing for Quecnsland.
I trurt the Minister’s action in giving these
concessions will have the effect of puthng
thousands of men back into the mining
industry, where there is room for them.

The Minister has made a visit to
Mount Mulligan in my electorate during his
term of office, and. as I previously stated,
his visit was hencficial to the miners there.
The hon. gentleman would be well advised
to cousider taking a further trip. He has
made a frip to a portion of the Ktheridge
field; but I would like him to take a ’rrlp
right through the Etheridge and Croydon
fields. Ho could then go from Croydon to
the Palmer. where the dredging proposition
is in operation to-dav. He should be able
to obtain first-hand information.

Mr. A. J. Jowms: Then someone would
criticise his ministerial expenses.

Mr, KENNY: It is the duty of the Minis-
ter to assist in the dev o]opmem of the
mining industry and aay criticism of the
expenditure incurred in this direction is not
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worthy of attention.

The mining industry
to-day is dead;

and I would not care if the
Minister’s exponses were doubled in an
endeavour to obtain first-hand information
in the interests of the various mining fields.
I invite him to make the suggested visit,
and to view the dredging plant in operation
on the Palmer area. The installation of
this plant has resulted in the production of
gold and in proving the scope for similar
undertakings.

Reference has been made to the visit of
Mr. Ernest Hunter to England. I only
regret that he did not return with the
£100.000 which he sought for the purpose of
developing certain areas in the North. The
Cooltown district and the Palmer area would
have benefited considerably if he had been
successful. The Palmer field and other areas
of the North offer a wonderful scope for
investment, with the possibility of quick
prefitable voturns. 1 could make many sug-
gestions on this vote, but I realise that
funds are vot axallab](‘ 'The prosperity of
Queensland in the future will depend to a
very large extent on the revival of the
mining industry, and the Minister is to be
congratulated upon his efforts to date. 1
am daily in receipt of mining and other
proposals which are submitted to the Minis-
ter for his consideration; and I am sure
that many that are not fd\outabh received
would not be so treated if funds were avail-
able. T realise that other parts of Queens-
land have a claim upon the attention of the
Mmmte), and I have been rather generous
in withholding my invitation to him for the
past two and a-half years. T now feel that
he should visit my electorate to see the
various proposals submitted to me to-day.
The people of the North realise that a
sympathetic Government is now in power
and little parties have been formed to Vwork
mines on tribute or on a co-operative basis
with a view to obtaining a subsidy from the
Government so that their proposals might
be cxtensively developed. These proposals

are proving a success,  Syndicates are
developing old fields that have not heen
worked for years. They hold that, if the

Minister were to consult the records of old
workings, he would be justified in granting
a subsidy with a view to reopening mines
that would otherwise not be reopened.
realise the diffiecult position in which the
Liinister is placed.

At 4.54 p.m,,

The CHATRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr. KENNY : There is abundant evidener
that these men have faith in the proposi-

tion, and it would not only Le a benefit to
Queensland but to these men who are pre-
pared to put their money into it. if some

eiven in this direction. 1
sfter the return of the
Minister to Briskane quite a number of
propositions wiil be working, and that a
number of others will only be awaiting the
foresight of others who were game cnough
to put a little cash into them. There are
many such opportunities offering in the
Etheridge and Croydon districts.

I take this opportunity of thanking the
Minister znd his officials for their sym-
pathetic treatment of myself and the various
miners and prospectors who have had to
de with the department during the past
ynar.

I would also like to thank the Minister
for his sympathetic treatment of the miners

asiistance were
feel quite sure that
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operating cn the Batavia goldfield. Very
little was known of that goldfield; but the
Minister ¢ent a geologist there to report upon
it. He also sent a man up to see if road
access could be provided to the field. The
action of the department has resulted in the
number of miners on the field jncreasing
from eighteen to ninety, while the provision
for road access has enabled a battery to be
placed on the road over which previously it
could not be transported.

Mr. BUTLER (Port Curtssy [4.56]: 1 also
would like to congratulate the Minister on
the sympathetic administration of his de-
partment, especially with regard to pros-
pecting. I thoroughly agree with the hon.
member for Gympie, who expressed a desire
to have the vote for prospecting consider-
ably increased. That is one way in which
the Government could invest money very
profitably indeed, as the result would be
of very great profit to Queensland.

I would recommend to the Minister that
consideration be given to installing small
Stats batteries, or subsidising small crushing
plants on some of the old goldfields in the
Gladstone district. I thoroughly agree with
the remarks of the hon. member for Coolk
that the crection of small battery plants
would give emvployment to quite a number
of miners. I have in mind two goldfields
sityated in my electorate. The first is at Bool-
boonda, near Mount Perry, where several
small shows are being worked. A great
deal of prospecting work is going on, but
therc 1s not much encouragement for the
miners to continue, because there is no
possibility of getting thes ore treated on the
spot. 1 am 1n touch with the Minister to
zet assistance for a man who has a small
5-head stamper battery, who desires to instal

an oil engine costing about £120. I urge the

Minister to give this request sympathetic
consideration, as it would be a very excel-
lent invesiment. The second field I wish
to draw the attention of the Minister to
is the Tableland., situated at the back of
Gladstone. This field was opened in the early
’seventies, when gold was found by two
Germans,  Eventually a small battery was
erected, and a number of small prospecting
parties worked the field for vyears with
sucresy.  The field was abandoned about the
‘ninetizs, but about 1894 or 1885 some experi-
encedd miners from Victoria and Western
Australia. accustomed to working that class
of countrx, worked the field for some time.
At that time. owing to the excessive cost
of carting and crushing, stone containing
one ounce or over was worked, although
manv reefs were known to exist which under
present-day conditions with cheaper crushing
and gold at a premium would pav co-
cperative parties handsomely. As the sur-
face stone was worked out and the water
level reached, the free crushing oxidised
stone cuf out. very heavily mineralised stone
taking its place, which the local batterv
was unable to treat, as, owing to the absence
of efficicnt coneentrating plant at the batters
and the want of knowledge of the miners.
the bulkk of the gold content was lost in
crushing.  About this time—namely, 1850—
must of the mines were abandoned, and for
a time the field stagnated as no one would
tackle the problem of dealing with the
refractory ore which existed below water-
tevel.  As I said before, over 200 men found
cmployment on the ficld, the returns from
which showed that it was the chief gold-
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producer in the Port Curtis district. As
depth was reached, most of the miners lefs
the field for more attractive propositions in
North Queensland, the field becoming aban-
doned about 1912. The opinion of an ex-
perienced miner, who has had thirty years
of Victorian and Western Australian min-
ing experience, and has had experience of
the Tableland field, is that the field has only
been scratched on the surface, and under
modern conditions, using efficient machinery,
thousands of tons of low-grade surface dirt,
which in carlier periods could not be profit-
ably worked owing to the treatment costs,
could now be handled profitably by co-
operative parties, finding employment for
at least 100 miners with every prospect for
permanency for a large number of years.

I trust the Minister will consider the ad-
visability of making inspections of fields like
this to sec if something can be done 1o
subsidise any person who is prepared to work
it. These mines were abandoned because
of lack of capital to instal winding machi-
nery, or beecause of the excessive cost of
driving. What is required to rcopen the field
is the crection of a small five-head battery
of 1,500-1b. stampers, equipped with an up-
to-date concentrating plant, preferably a
Wifley table and cyaniding vats for the
treatment of tailings. Later on, if the field
justified itself, roasters to deal with the
concentrates could be added. In the mecan-
time concentrates would have to be sent
either to Chillagoe or Cockle Creck. By the
wmstallation of this plant, the cc#t of which
to the Government would be more than
recompensed by indirect returns, employment
would be found for at least 100 miners; and
it migh$ possibly be the nieans of opening
up larger rveefs, as the whole district 1s
highls auriferous. I trust that the Minister
will give earnest consideration to this matter.

In conclusion, I congratulate the Minister
on the highly successful way in which he
has administered his department,

Mr. OKEEFE (Cairns) [5.5]: It is amus-
ing to hecar the hon. member for Port
Curtis advocating the establishment of a
new State enterprise, seeing that he and his
party condemned the late Labour Govern-
ment because it ventured to assist the mining
industry by providing up-to-date machinery.
Now the hon. member, under the guise
of working the parish pump, is advocating
that the Secretary for Mines should place
a State battery in some portion of the Port
Curtis electorate. I is also interesting to
note that the hon, member for Cook agrees
that State enterprises arc a nccessity.

It was refreshing to hear the remarks of
the hon. member for Gympie. That hon.
member made several suggestions in regard
to the industry that might be well worth
accepting.  IHowever, I do not agree with
the remarks of the hon. member in regard
to check inspectors. The hon. member
stated that beecause a certain check inspector
had been sent to Townsville he could not
carry out his duties as an inspector in the
mining industry. T would point out that
that man wasx very seldom at his home in
Townsville. He had to attend to his old
district—Chillagoe, Croydon, and out as far
as Cloncavry; and there is not the slightest
doubt that such an officer is necessary not
only for the protection of the men working
in the mines, but also for the protection
of the mines themselves. The hon. member
sugeested that a check inspector was not

Mr. O'Keefe.]
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necessary, because, if the working miners,
when going down a shaft, saw a danger in
any portion of the mine, they could report
to the captain of the mine or the shift boss.

and that individual would see that the
miners were protected. I know from ex-
perience that, when these conditions pre-

vailed years ago, if a miner made more
than one complaint he would be dismissed.
We had unscrupulous managers in the
mining industry who would stoop to dismiss
a man if he com‘nhmed of any danger in
the mine. That is what led the late Labour
Government to have check inspectors
appointed. In one breath the hon, member
for Gympie stated that men engaged in
the mining industry should be given greater
protection when working in dangerous places,
and in the next breath he said the pro-
tection at present given to these men was
sufficient. 1 hope the Minister will see his
way clear to have inspectors appointed in
connection with the different mines, and
especially at a place like Mount Isa,

There is a great difference between a
miner and a prospector. I agree that it is
necessary that monetary assistance should be
granted by the Depaltment of Mines for
the purpose of assisting in prospecting; but
I say that the Minister should see that only
prospeclors are granted assistance from the
vote for that purpose. Just because a man
has worked almost a lifetime in a niine
it does not say that he can be classed as a
prospector. Prospectors verv seldom go in
for decp mining, and they can hardly be
classed as miners. Prospecting on the sur-
face is a job on its own; and it is only a
waste of money to grant aid from the
prospecting vote to men who have had no
experience in prospucting. I hope there-
fore, that the Minisier will only grant aid
from this vote to cxperienced pros pectors
No other person should b: granted assist-
ance from the vote for prospecting. The
money allocated for prospecting should be
given to bouna fide and qualified prozpectors
only. It takes vears for a man to become
a bone-fide prospector and be able to dis-
cover minerais; and it would be wise for
the Minister to refuse this assistance to
applicants who have not had any experience
in prospecting. My experience in connec-
tion with the mining industry in the past
has been that there has been too much
money expended in erecting machinery on
mining properties before they have been
actually ~ developed. We have had hon.
members this afternoon advocating the
expenditure of public money for the erec-
tion of batteries. We have various State
batteries in different portions of the State

already, and very few of them are doing
any good.

Mr. KEnNxY: We have not got portable
batteries—that iz what I advocated.

Mr. OKEEFLE: The battery at Irvinebank
is lying idle more than half the vear, and
men are out of work there. I am not blaming
the Minister. There is no market to-day
for our minerals—that is the great tloublo
I think it is wrong for an hon member to
advocate that fresh batteries should be estab-
lished when those already in existence are
not sufficiently employed.

Some two years ago the Secretary for
Mines refused assistance to certain gold-
miners in my electorate because he had for
many years resided close to the field in

[Mr. O’Keefe.
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question, and the information he had gathered
during his residence there was such that
he could not see his way clear to assist that
field by subsidising a fund to fix up an old
battery which was then in existence. After
some months several of the mines were
worked, and the Minister saw fit to give
assistance by paying the railage of parcels
of ore from this mining field at Mount Peter
to Charters Towers to see whether the reef
which was being worked was worth while
and would justify the expenditure of the
repairs to the old battery there.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
sound.

Mr. O'KEEFE: Quite sound. Since then
the field has improved so much that the
sum of £300 offered by the Minister has
been refused by the owners, and they have
paid that amount of money from their own
pockets. The mill is working there to-day.
That goes to show that one never knows
what may become a good field if assistance
is given to it; but that assistance must be
given in the 11ght direction. The Minister
should be very careful, because we have had
past experlence of encrmous sums of money
from overseas being wasted in the mining
industry by puttmg machinery on properties
before the mines are actually developed. I
have in mind a place at Stannary Hills,
where no less than £100,000 of English money
was spent in purchasing old buildings and
machinery to place on one particular mine,
and, after the expenditure of that money,
only 4 tons of tin were recovered. We have
only to go through the various fields in North
Queensland to see the same position. The
Minister should be satisfied that the mine
has been really developed before he assists
in putting machinery on the field. That is
wise counsel.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That ought
to have happened before we built a ruilway
there,

Mr. OKEEFE: Railways are quite differ-
ent propositions, When we are building a
railway, we know what sort of country we
are going into; but, when starting a mine,
we never know what is going to happen. A
wise policy would be for the Minister to

ylace the money in the ground first, to
de\elop the mine; and, if the ore can be
produced, the machinery can be erccted
afterwards. A small man can get the assist-
ance of the Mines Department to develop
a mine. That is what the vote is for; and
l«rge companies can help themselves by get-
ting subscriptions from the public purse.
Then they come to the Government., and
want the money subsidised. It would be
quite all right if the Mines Department could
afford to make these smounts available; but
too much money is made available by the
department to these companies and at the
exponse of smaller prospectors. The money
should be available to the genuine prospector
without whose assistance there is little hope
for the mining industry in Queensland. The
Government are fortunate in having the hon.
member for Gympie to advise them from
time to time upon mining matters.

That was quite

1 regret that the anticipated development
following the grant of large mining conces-
sions to overseas interests has not eventuated
Last year the Secretary for Mines stated
that Mr. Ernest Hunter had actually secured
£100,000 for the development of the Palmer
field, but it is to be regretted that Mr.
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Hunter was compelled to return empty-
handed in face of the fact that large conces-
sions had been granted. It merely indicates
that overseas people are not prepared to
invest in mining undertakings in North
Queensland. We cannot expect capital to
be invested in mining industries in Queens-
land if we perpetuate the fatal policy of the
past of allowing bogus managers to spend
capital foolishly, particularly in the purchase
of machinery when the field has not been
developed.

The Minister may claim that he has no
power to deal with this matter, but the
Government should take the necessary power.
if the Government are prepared to grant
concessions involving public property, then
they should see that the money raised is
expended for the purposes for which it was
raised. We do not want in the North a
repetition of the past—Dbatteries springing up
itke mushrooms in fimes of prosperity,
machinery placed on any old hole without
any prospect of recovering the cost because
the wealth is not there tc be won. These
practices have settled the mining industry
in North Qucensland, and these are matters
that the Minister should take into considera-
tion. He should have power to see that
money raised for the purpose of developing
a concession from the Crown is spent for
that purpose.  Hundreds of thousands of
pounds of good money has been wasted in
the mining fields in North Queensland, and
they have such a bad name in investing
circles in other parts of the world that they
cannot now attract a sufficient amount of
capital. All this has occurred simply because
the expenditure has been entrusted to incap-
able people who expended the money in a
manner contrary to the purpose for which
it was raised. The Government have had
no power to deal with these bogus com-
panies.

Mr. BUTLER (Port Curtis) [5.23]: The
hon. member for Cairns took me to task
for advocating the establishment of small
batteries on abandoned fields.

My, PoLLock: As State enterprises.

Mr., BUTLER: They should be estab-
lished either by privafe enterprise or, if
an experienced man has not sufficient cuplfal,
then he should be subsidised by the Mines
Department by svay of a loan. The hon.
member for Cairns made the extraordinary
statement that it was rather foolish to advo-
cate the establishment of small batteries on
abandoned fields becausc there was little or
ne market at the present time for minerals.

Mr. OKerre: I did not say that.

Mr. BUTLER: The hon. member said
ihere was no market for minerals at the
present time. There is certainly a market
for goid. This report appeared in the “ Tele-
graph” of to-day—

“ Owing tc the high price of gold, the
New South Wales Rugby League has
decided to discontinue giving medals to
players, Gold is £6 14s. 9d. an ounce,
and the cost would be prohibitive. Last
vear £714 was spent on medals, and at
the present price the amount would total

nearly £1,000.

The hon. member for Cairns said that it
would not pay to mine gold at £6 14s. 9d. an
cunce. He suggested that it would not be a
sound undertaking on the vart of the Govern-
ment to subsidise small portable batteries
cn proved goldfields to deal with the old
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workings. That was

ment.

Mr. O’Keere: Mr. Roberts, I rise to a
point of order. The hon. member for Port
Curtis has accused me of saying that the
Minister should not subsidise small batteries
to enable miners to crush their ore supplies.
What I did
say was that, instead of installing State
batteries on these goldfields, it would be better
if the Government spent this money in the
way of advances to thesc people to enable
them to develop their mines. The ore which
they would win would then pay for the
machinery.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope that the hon.
member for Port Curtis will accept the
explanation given by the hon. member for
Cairns,

Mr. BUTLER: I think the hon. member
for Cairns misunderstood me. I advocated
installing small batteries on goldfields, and
I am quite prepared to accept his explana-
tion. I know he has had a great deal more
experience in mining matters than I have.
He certainly did say that there were no
markets for minerals at the present time.

Mr. O’KErre: For base metals. I said that
I did not blame the Minister for the stagna-
tion in the mining industry.

Mr. BUTLER: Many goldfields have been
abandoned because it was too costly to win
the gold; but, with gold fetching as high as
£6 14s. 9d. per ounce at the present time,
Goldrmmng is an entirely different proposi-
tion.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. E
A. Atherton, Chillegoe) [5.26]: The hon.
member for Warrego referred to the conces-
sions which were given to the Commonwealth
Mines Preliminary Syndicate, Limited, and
Mr. Alexander Macdonald in the hope of
encouraging people to invest capital in the
mining industry .of Queensland, and alsc in
the hope that the resultant prospecting work
would lead to the discovery of something
worth while. I make no apologies whatever
for having granted those concessions. Most
hon. members were quite in favour of grant-
ing the concession to Mr. Alexander Maec-
donald, although I cannot remember whether
the Opposition were in favour of granting
the concession to the Commonwealth Mines
Preliminary Syndicate, Limited. The fact
which prompted me to give the concession
to Mr. Alexander Macdonald was that he
was the last man in charge of a company
that had worked a proposition in the conces-
sion area. That area has nct worked for a
considerable number of years.

Mr. Beororp: That is quite so. I only
complained about something which happened
subscquent to the granting of the concession.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
last mining lease in the concession area
granted to Mr. Macdonald was forfeited
quite a number of years ago. Mr. Macdonald
was previously responsible for no less a sum
than £500,000 having been spent in that area.
I know that he brought neasly £100,000 to
that field, and during the time he was there
he produced metal8 valued at £186,000, which
amount was put back into the ground again,
Mr. Macdonald no doubt anticipated that,
if this concession was granted to him, he
would be successful in raising the necessary

Hon. E. A. Atherton.]
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capital; and I am sure that every hon. mem-
ber hoped that he would be. He went over-
seas to raise the capital, but, unfortunately,
was not able to ralse the capital required.
He must have raised some capital, because
at the present time he is omploying twenty-
seven men on a mining leasehold within 10
miles of the concession area. That is the
work done by Mr. Macdonald up to the
present.

Mr. O'Kerre: Fred Reid is his overseer.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is

quite correct,

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Up to
tiie present Alexander Macdonald has abided
by the conditions which were imposed upon
him, requiring him to do a certain amount
of work within a certain period, I can go
so far as to say that he is really in earnest
in prospecting this area.

Mr. BeororD: No one objects to that.
Wa only object to the misrepresentation.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Mr.
Macdonald applied to the Department of
Mines for the use of a diamond drilling
plant for that area. We had a plant lying
idle at Chillagoe and another at Hartley.
The one at Chillagoe had already heen
applied for, as the hon. member for
Charters Towers knows, for his district, and
a promise had been given that the plant
would be available for Charters Towers.
Although it had not been removed from
Chillagoe, I did not feel disposed to go back
on my promise to the Chartsrs Towers
people and allow Mr. Macdonald to take
that plant. I told him, however, of the
plant at Hartley, which we were prepared
to send to him provided he paid the freight
from Hartley, so much rental per week,
and the return freight to Hartley when he
was finished with the plant. Ar. Mac-
donald immediately wired for the plant to
be sent to Chillagoc. The day before it
latded there we received advice from him
not to send it there, but, if it had been
sent, he would pay the expenses that had
been incurred so far in doing so. Ife had
made up his mind to put down shafts instead
of doing diamond driiling. That will give
some idea of the carnestness of this gentle-
man. It mav be argued that it is better
that shafts should Le sunk; but, in my
opinion, it would have been wiser to drill
the area first. Still, it was a matter for
the man in charge to decide.

‘-.Vi.th_ regard to the Commonwealth Nines
Preliminary Syndicate, Limited, I admit
that thgzj l}a.ve not done as much as I should
have liked. The Queensland Government
have done their job. but the concessionaires,
whilst keeping within the condition, have
not done all that was expected of them.

Mr. W. Forean Surrin: Do you mean they
have not carried out the spirit of the con-
cession ?

The SKECRETARY FOR  MINES:
Fixaetly. I am lhoping that they will do
more In the near future. They are boring
at Percy at the present time, where Mr.
Berry is at present located. He, by the
way, has been in charge of the diamond
?rﬂling in almost every instance in Queens-
and.

Mr. A, J. Jonps: Is that the company
which did ““ The Oaks’?

[Hon. E. A. Atherion.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
company which did ‘“ The Oaks’ was prac-
ticallv a local syndicate, to whom I gave a
certain arca of land for six months, stipu-
lating that they must deposit £1,000 in the
Department of Mines, Brisbane, in order to
show their bona fides, I knew they were
only going to test out, principally with
assays. They sent about 1,000 samples for
assay to Cloncurry and Charters Towers,
and I agreed to return a portion of that
£1,000 for the payment of wages and
expenses as they went along. Seeing these
people did not act up to the spirit of the
agreement, we are not granting any more
concessions unless the persong cercerned are
prepared to put down a certain sum of
money to show their bona fides. To-day I
am negotiating with a certain gentleman
for a concession up in the very far North,
and one of the stipulations is that he must
put down £10.000. He wants an area of
2,000 acres. There are many people who
seem to be in earnest in these matters, and
hundreds of propositions have been put up
to me.

Mr. W. Foreany Surra: People want con-
cossions in order to hawk them.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I can
assure hon. members opposite that I am
doing everything possible to try to stop that
practice. I know as well as the hon. member
for Warrego that it is a bad principle;
and now we are Imposing more stringent
conditions to force these people to put up a
deposit that will compel them to do some-
thing or else lose their money. If thev
put up a deposit and do not do something
within a certain period, they forfeit their
depesit. I hope by that means to block
the go-getters to whom the hon. member
for Warrego referved.

Mr. Prase: What about the man
went up to Cairns in June last?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
were some wonderful leaders in some of the
daily papers saying that these concessions
should be granted. T say quite frankly that
I was not prepared to grant concessions to
that zentleman on the representations that
he made. I told him I was quite prepared
to meet him and give him all the assistance
possible,  He said that he not only repre-
sented certain people but that he had the
money in the bank; aund, if T went to a

who

‘certain bank, I could find £8,000,000 there.

Whether the £8,000,000 was there or not, I
am not prepared to say. I told him he
could not get exactly what he required, but
I could meet him, but, of course, he must
pay a deposit.  The minute I mentioned the
deposit, he said, “Well, how much?’ I
said, “I just can’t tell you on the spur of
the moment, but with the area you want it
would not be less than, say, £2,000; and
by the time you showed your bona fides and
proved yourself by starting work we could
refund the £2.000.” His reply was that he
thought the Queensland Government ought
to give him these concessions without paying
anything whatever down, and he would not
pay—with a few adjectives—one halfpenny.
Mr. BEDrorD : Didn't the person you gave
concessions to want the Government to give
him £1,000 to pay his expenses to London?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
dealing with this individual just nmow. I
naturally said I was sorry, but I was not
prepared to do business on those conditions;
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that he would have to put up £2,000. He
immediately told me what they did in
Canada. Ile said,  In Canada, if they knew
a man of my standmg was coming along,
they would immediately send a return ticket
to England; and, when I landed, they would
send an escort with me and pay all my
expenses to whatever place I wanted to go.

I said, ‘“ Unfortunately, we are not in that
p051t10n 7 In certain quarters I got hauled
over the coals for not granting this conces-
sion; but, possibly—although I say it myself
—1 mmht have had a little m01e knowledge
of thp nen’cleman than the people who criti-
cised e, While not attempting to disparage
him, I do not think that in his whole life-
time he cver had any experience in mining.
The first time I remember him he was selling
pianos for Beale and Company up in
Mareeba, and the second time I knew him
he was playing the violin in the orchestra
at the Babinda pictures. Possibly he may
have had £8.000,000 standing behind him. I
tried to meet him as much as possible; but.
when he said that he was not prepared to
pay a penny piece down as a deposit, I was
not prepared to give him any concessions.
T cun assure hon. members we are tightening
up on these concessions.

The hon. member for Warrego also referred
to the unfortunate crisis at Mount Oxide.
No matter whose fault it is, it is very unfor-
tunate that such a crisis 1s in progress at
Mount Owide; but it is difficult to decide
whether it is better to do as the hon. mem-
bor for Gregery suggerted—that is, to close
the mines every time a dispute arises. When
copper is bringing £30 per ton it is impos-
sible to pay these people the wages they
were paid when, irrespective of what the
hon. member for Warrego may say, copper
was £83 per ton.

Mr. Beprorp : How long is it since copper
was £83 a ton?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: In 1929,
Chillagoe vwas not then operating, and they
were able to send the orve to Port Kembla—
that is the point I wish to maks. When
copper was £83 a ton thev were sending
their ore to Port Kembla, Naturally when
corper fell to £30 a ton they could not pay
those wages. T do not know whether it is
correct, but T have it from the management
at Mount Oxide that they offered the miners
17s. a day. but they did net see fit to take
it If these people could not possibly make
the mines pay, there was only one alterna-
tive for them. and that was to see if the
men were prepared to take a lower rate.

Mr. Hyxes: Recause you suspendad the
metalliferous mining award.

The SE{RETARY FOR MINES: That is
not a fact.

Mr, Hyves: You instructed your manager
at Chillagoe not to grant them any further
concessions unless they accepted a lower rate.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is
rot true; but I eay that these mines, includ-
ing Mount Oxide, have worked for consider-
ably longer than they would have worked
had the men not been removed from the
Industrial Court. The Trekelano mine was
working at piecework when it ceased opera-
tions in April, 1930. They were still under
the Industrial Court award, and they ceased
work because they could not carry on,
although the ruling price- for copper was
then £68 7s. 6d. per ton. From that date
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to the end of October not one ton of orc had
been received at Chillagoe from the Treke-
lano mine. All the ore went to Port Kembla
for reasons best known to themselves,
although I tried my very best to get it sent
to Chillagoe, because I realised that, if the
ore was sent to New South Wales, it would
give to men in that State work which should
have been given to men in Queensland. We
are all }‘uman and it is up to each and
every one of us to look after our own State
and help our own people to earn their bread
and butter. I sent the manager of the
Chillago~ smelters to interview these pcople.
and they pointed out that some expenditure
would be involved. However, they decided
io try it out for a month, but’ copper fell to
£44 10s. per ton. Cortainly Chillagoe has
been giving them a fair deal. They ceased
to send ore to Port Kembla when copper
was £68 7s, 6d. per {on, but they commenced
to send it to Chillagoe when copper was
£44 10s. per ton.

Mr. Pornock: You must take the freight
rate into consideration.

The SECRETARY FOR
difference between the two
countaracts the freight rate.

Mr. Porrock: They had to sead high-
grade ore to Chillagoe, wherecas they were
sonding low-grade ore to Port Kembla.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:

MINES: The
prices entirely

Port

Kembla refused to take the higher-grade
ore.
Mr. A. J. Joxrs: They did not want it.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
is so. We persuaded them to open again,
and operations were commenced in Novem-
ber, 1930. The hon. member for CGregory
was not correct when he stated that the
bulk of the ore came from the Trekelano
mine. For a period of twelve months ended
September, 1931, the Trekelano mine had
supplied 4,000 tons out of a total of 12,209
tons. 'That mine emploved a considerable
number of men at the lower rate and that
was the only chance of carrying on. How-
ever, copper fell to £30 15s. 73d. per ton,
and the owners decided that it would be
unprofitable to continue operations any
longer. The men were prepared to con-
tinue at the lower rate, but the owners
decided that it would be unprofitable with

copper at the new low rate. These weore
the rates—
Price per ton
£ s d.
May 3915 17
June ... 3 5 0
Juir o 84 00
August 2 00
September 30 15 7%

Mr. Beprorv: Plus emhange

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Of
course.

Mr. Muriax: Are you aware that the
price of copper has increased by £7 13s. per
ton since the reduction in wages?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
Possibly so. It has been suggested that the
Cloncurry field had been damaged by the
(Government. but the reopening of Chillagoe
has not been to the detriment of Cloncurry.
In fact, it has been a big advantage nol

lon, E. A. Atherton.]
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only to the Cloncurry district but to Queens-
land as a whole. The reopening of Chilla-
goe resulted in the employment of a con-
siderable number of men.

Mr. Hynes: According to figures submit-
ted this morning, more ore was previously
produced in the Cloncurry district and sent
to Port Kembla than now.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes,
when copper was more than twice the present
price.

Mr. Hynes: You say that more men are
employed now.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.
Naturally less copper would be produced
when the price was less than half. If we
take an average over a number of years, if
will be found that the present amount sup-
plied is not very much below the amounts
previously supplied. If Chillagoe had not
been buying when the price fell, then Port
Kembla would not have been buying either.
Port Kembla would not have purchased
even if the freight rate had been maintained
at 12s. 6d. per ton.

Mr. HyNEs: There is no evidence of that.

The SECRETARY FCR  MINES:
Dorn’t forget that many a man has been
hanged on circumstantial evidence. Port
Kembla is unable to buy once copper falls
below a certain price.

T take cxception to the attitude of hon.
members opposite, because, when they sat on
the Government benches, they never advo-
cated the carriage of ore by rail to Chillagoe
smelters at a greater rate of freight than
that charged on ore railed to a proprietary
smelter, The Government found it was
impossible to carry ore from Cloncurry to
Chillagoe for 14s. 7d. per ton. The Secre-
tary for Railways, who watches over the
interests of his department very closely,
raised the question that 14s. 7d. was not a
reasonable freight rate. I agreed with him,
and said, “ We will make it £1.” Vet the
hon. members for Townsville and Kennedy
have accused me of doing something which
was not in the best interests of the railways;
and even suggested that the Mines Depart-
ment should pay a subsidy of £20,000 per
annum to the Railway Department to make
up the loss incurred by that department in
carrying ore from Cloncurry to Chillagoe.
They evidently overlooked the fact that the
freight rate on ore from Cloncurry has been
increzsed by 20 per cent. since I took over
my department. - We should be all true
Queenslanders and endeavour to keep both
trade and money in our own district and
in our own State. Evidently the motto of
the hon. members for Townsville and Ken-
nedy is to send money which should circulate
in this State into New South Wales, where
their friend Mr. Lang is in power. Some
hon. members opposite went over the border
to assist to return Mr. Lang to power, so
they are right behind him.

Mr. Hyses: You are not actuated by
patriotic motives in having the Cloncurry
ore treated at Chillagoe. You are only
actuated by a desire to hold your seat.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I shall
be quite honest with the Committee. The
logs on operating the Chillagoe smelters
for the past two years has been £45,000.
That loss, unfortunately, is solely accounted
for by the low price of base metals. The
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hon. member for Paddington referred to the
smelting charges at Chillagoe; but the actual
loss on the operations of the <Chillagoe
smelters for last year was only £1,600, the
balance of the loss being attributable to the
metal market falling after ore had been
purchased at Cloncurry and smelted at Chil-
lagoe. During the last nineteen months that
the late Government operated the Chillagoe
smelters—and it might be said that for
years the smelters were operated merely to
make the Chillagce seat safe for Mr. Theo-
dore and the present hon. member for Cairns
—the total Joss for nineteen months was
£508,000. There is a vast difference between
£45,000 and £508,000.

Mr. Porrock: There is also a big differ-
ence in the extent of the operations.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I admit
that there was a big difference in‘ the
volume of business, and also in the manner
in which the business operations were carried
out; but, unless I am forced to do so, I will
net touch upon that point.

The hon, member for Bowen referred to
several matters affecting the coal industry
in his district. We were all very pleased
to sce him in the Chamber, and to be well
enough to make a speech.

Mr. Hynes: Good old Charlie!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is
“ Good old Charlic !” He has the sympathy
of every hon. member, no matter what poli-
tical views he may hold, in the severe illness
through which he has just passed. He is a
white man, (Hear, hear!) I sincerely trust
that his health will improve, and that in
future he will not feel the strain to the
extent that he did this afternoon. The hon.
member for Bowen referred to the drop in
the export trade of Bowen coal. I quite
admit that, but the export of coal is a burn-
ing question in Australia.

. Mr. W. Foreax SMitH: It is a big problem
in most coal-producing countries.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is a
world-wide problem, but we are concerncd
with the problem as it affects Australia.
So far as the export of coal from Queensland
is concerned, we are handicapped to the
extent of at lcast 1s, per ton compared with
New South Wales, because the Common-
wealth Government subsidises the export of
coal from that State to that extent. That
is a very big handicap on Queensland. What
is sauce for the goose should also be sauce
for the gander, and Qucensland, as onc of
the States of the Commonwealth, is just as
much entitled to that concession a3 New
South Wales.

Mr, Dasu: Have you made application for
it?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Yes,
and up to the present we have been unsuccess-
ful. Indeed, there is very little indication of
our being successful, although I claim that
Queensland is entitled to the same concession.

Tt is better to have a limited number of
people at work than not to kecp pace with
modern developments, and in that way lose
the whole of one’s trade and throw all the
men out of work. In order, therefore. to
meet the situation and effect reduced costs
of production, we have introduced coal-
cutting machines at the Styx and Bowen
mines. At Bowen particularly w2 hope that
the introduction of that machinery will lower
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the costs, and enable us to obtain part of
the export trade. I think it was the hon.
member for Paddington who said that at the
present moment we cannot have an export
trade with the East——

Mr. A. J. JonEs: As against South Africa,
1 said.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
is quite so. Under present conditions we
cannot expect to gain any of that trade.
South Africa is giving a rebate up to 8s.
per ton on export coal; and we have not the
slightest chance of competing with her unless
either the Queensland or the Federal Govern-
ment is prepared to grant a rebate to the
same extent.

3r. O'Krerk: Why do the Cairns people
buy Newcastle coal?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Be-
causc the shipping companies which take

away the bulk of the sugar—one shipping
company takes away 90 per cent. of the
sugar—can afford to carry coal to Cairns on
the return voyage at a particularly cheap
fraight.  These shipping companies are
interested in collieries, and are able to sell
coal to the Cairns Harbour Board at a
cheaper rate than the board could buy that
ceal from Bowen, although at the present
moment no colliery in Australia is selling
coal cheaper at the pit’s mouth than we are
doing at Bowen.

Mr. O'Xeere: The railway freight is
greater than the freight on the boats at
Newcastle.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At that
timee I think the freight ¢n the railway
from Bowen was 22=. 6d. per ton, and in
crder to trv to hold the businews, I
proached the Secrctary for i
asked {for a concession in fre
the coalmining

ghts to assist
industry in Gueensland. Tie
was very svmpathetic, and gave me a special

rate of 23=. 3d. per ton on behalf of the
Cairns Harbour Board. At that rate we
could liave carvicd on; but, unfortunately,
at that time the price of co=l in the Southern
States was reduced by about 3+ por ton, and
that tion ent out the Bowen coal-
mine o far ns the Cairns Ifarbour Board
was concerned.
My, OKwere: What about the council?

The SECRETARY FOR DMINES: The
council was getting a conziderable quantits
of ity coal from Mount Mulligan. At the
present time Rount KMulligan, unfortunately,
3V hort of water, and is only capable of
workipe a certain number of hours per day
on a cortain number of days per week, and
is not whlv to produce as rruch eoal as it
could sell, which is very unfortunate for
Mount Aulligan.

The hon. riember for Bowen said that, if
we eould get the export business, we would
save the Government a considerable sum
of morey, and would thereby be able to
keep the miners in the Bowen coal mine
fully cmplored. Unfortunately, at the pre-
sent time the men employed in the Bowen
coal mine are not getting anything like full
time. I think the average for last year
was four and a-half days a week; and
during the last financizl year the average
carnings of the coalminers were £295 0s.
per man. Under present conditions, when
everyone is suffering, T do not think the
miners working in the Bowen coal mines

[11 NOVEMBER.]

Supply. 1949

Leve any sane ground for complaint—not
that I have hcard that they have com-
plained. I =ay quite frankly that I have
never heard a complaint from the miners
there.

Mr., RBrucs: What caused the strike at
th» Bowen coal mines?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When
we installesl cutters, naturally we did not
feel inclined to pay -the same price for
machine-cut coal as for coal hewn by hand;
avd we simply offered them a price for
the coal. We worked it out on a basis
that would allow the miners to make a
very fair wase, end, to show how serious
! I noed only say that they

he strike w
wrare ouf——

2ir. BrucE: For a couple of wecks.

The SECRETARY FOR RMINES: I do
rot think it was a couple of wecks. First
of all, we put them on wages, and told

them that we expected them to do a fair
day’s work to see how much they could
benestly put out. We had an estimate of
what they were getting out, and they ex-
ceeded what I might term a favourable
day’s work. I am not taking the men on
the best bords. The first fortnight they
worked at the rote we offered they made
an average of £1 18s. 9d. per shift. If men
in these days are capable of earning £1
18s. 9d. per shift, they have no reason for
complaint. Some of the men put out as
hizh as 23 tons per shift, and they went
down to a3 low as 18 tons—ithat is, 9 tons
per man.

Mr. Forey: The cost of the explosives
comes out of that.

The SECRETARY
explosives are not a
the Bowen mine.

Mr. O’Keerr: If the Railway Department
iz justified in reducinz the rate on Clon-
curry ore to keep the Chillagoe smelters
going, why does it not roduce the freight
on cosl to Cairns? Why allow the money
10 2o to New South Wales?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I was
just going to deal with that in my reply
to the question of the hon. member for
Dowen regarding the price of coal to the
Hailway Department. The hon. member
stated that, according to the Auditor-
General’s repert, we were supplying coal
to the railways under cost of production;
but there 1s some misunderstanding about
the matter. We claim, and the Railway
Department recognises it, that the depart-
ment has not paid the full price that it is
entitled to pay for that coal. I have no
hesitation in saving that there would be no
trouble in making an adjustment with the
Roilway Depariment; it is just a matbter
of adjusting accounts. We shall render an
rcocount to the Railway Department for the
difference between what the department has
paid and what it ought to have paid. That
will mean that the department will pay 6d.
per ton over the cost of production. That
is the understanding with the Railway De-
partment. Whether that is a good pro-
position or not is questionable. Some people
think it is not, but the Secretary for Rail-
ways thinks that it is, I say quite candidly
that I do not see why the Mines Depart-
ment should be called upon to supply the
railways with coal at the rate of 6d. per
on over the cost of production, because, if

Hon. E. A. Atherton.]
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the Bowen coal mine was not there the Rail-
way Department would be paying a great
deal more for coal than it is to-day.

Mr. Kirwan: In 1917 the Railway Depart-
ment used to pay from 33s. to £2 per ton.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
think that for the last twelve months the
average price has been between 13s. and
13s. 6d. per ton.

The hon. member for Kennedy and the
hon. member for Townsville both claim that
I should subsidisc the railways; but I claim
that the Railway Department should subsidize
the Mines Departmert, because we are
saving the Railway Department a sum con-
siderably greater than £20,000 a year by
the operation of the State coal mine at
Bowen,

Mr. Kirwax: You could save £50,000 a
year.

Mr., O’Keerg: Could not the State coal
mine get the Cairns Harbour Board busi-
ness ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
still striving to get that business. I realise
as well the hon. member does that it is
very bad business for our people to be com-
pelled to obtain their coal from New South
Wales; but I admit that in order to get
coal at a reasonable figure, they are com-
pelied to do that.

Mr. O’Kmern: We are paying doles to

men here whilst the New South Wales
miners are reaping the benefit.
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am

leaving no stonc unturned to try to get the
business which is offering in North Guecns-
land, and which at the present time is
going to the other States. I am not en-
deavouring very strenuously to take away
local wrade that other coal mines have got,
because we all have to live; but I am using
every endeavour to meet the sitwation in
connection with coal which comes to Queens-
land from the other Ststes. The only coal
which the Cairns Harbour DBoard wuscs is
for the dredging operations in the channel.
Mr. O’Kpersn: It uses 50 tons a day.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: How-
ever, we have hopes at the present time of
getting back a little of the export trade.
We are negotiating, and have a good chance
of being able to capture an export trade
possibly running into 10,000 tons per mwonth.
If we could get business to the extent of
10,(300 tons a month, it would reduce our
coste.

Mr. O’Krrsp: About 300 tons a week goes
to the Cairns Harbour Board.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
should then be able to supply coal at a
cheaper rate than we arve doing to-day.
Unfortunately, Bowen and other parts of
North Quecensland are placed at a disad
vantage geographically, becsuse the boats
which come across from New Caledonia first
of all go to Sydney. They have no cargo ta
load at Bowen: and, if they go to Bowen
to take on coal instead of taking it on at
Newcastls, ther have to go to Bowen for
that express purpose. These hoats have to
procecd to Newcastle and Sydney for ccal:
and it would be too expensive to run from
Svdney to Bowen for coal when they have
no toading to discharge at Bowen.

[Hon. B. A, Atherton.
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The hon. member for Flinders adopted the
wrong attitude in endeavouring to put up
the best possible case for the Cloncurry dis-
trict. I am not blaming him for his atti-
tude, because I know that hon. members
on both sides arc prone to give most of their
attention to their respective districts, in-
stead of regarding Queeusland as a whole.
It is all very nice to Le loyal to your own
district, but we should study Queensland
as a whole.

Mr. StoprorD: It costs the State £45,000
per annum to he loyal to you.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: And it
cost the State over £500,000 per annum to be
loyal to Mr. Theodore. The hon. member fer
Flinders complained that we had handi-
capped the copper gougers in the Cloncurry
district; but we have not only assisted the
companies, but have purchased ore from the
gougers as well. The gougers are now
unable to operate on account of the low
price of metals, They had every confidence
i .the Government when a reasonable price
prevailed for copper; and that confidence
was maintained. 1 am sure that 95 per
cent. of the gougers in the Cloncurry dis-
trict would say that they had received fair
treatment from the Chillagoe smelters, and
that is saying a lot. There are always people
to be found with a grievance of some descrip-
tion. These gougers would not have con-
tinued so long if the Chillagoe smelters had
not been operating.

The hon. member referred to the grant of
£3,400 made by the Government to the Vul-
can mine. If the undertaking is as successfut
as we anticipate, then it will be worth
£300,000 to the State of Qucensland. There
i3 no district in the whole of the Common-
wealth that stands to gain so much by that
as the Cloncurry district.

Mr. Bruce:

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No. An
amount of £3,400 was loaned by the Govern-
ment to assist to erect works that cost about
£10,000.

Mr. Bruck: Is it a casc o
tails you lose?”

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No.
The amount will be repaid by way of royalty
on every ton of ore treated.

Mr. MuLLan: It was well worth trying.

The SECRETARY FOR MINLS: Unfor-
tunately, shortage of water has not euabled
operations to be carried on as the cumpany
anticipated ; but, should the process for treat-
ing this ore be a success, it will be of
distinct advantage to the Cloncurry district.
At the present time all coal and coke used
for smelting operations in the Cloncurry
district must be carried 500 miles by rail;
but under this new proces: of treatment all
copper ore will be treated on the spot, and
the only commodity rcquired will be salt.
One ton of salt will be used where 100 tons
of coal and coke are required to-day. This
trecatment plant is only a small one, and is
built on the principle that the hon, members
for Cook and Port Curtis referred to. It is
portable and is easily transferuble from one
place to another; therefore, after all the ore
at one mine has been treated, it can be
removed quite easily to some other part of
the distriet, and the expense will not be
more than £3,000. That is a very sound
business proposition. I am sure all hon.

Another State enterprise!

i
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members hope that it will turn out to be
the suceess that is hoped for.

Mr. MuLtax: There is a large amount of
the special class of ore in the Cloncurry
district which this plant treats.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Flinders referred to the
number of accidents in the Cloncurry mining
district; but he should have quoted the
percentage of accidents to the number of
men working. The number of fatal accidents
per thousand men employed in the Cloncurry
district last year was 1.92. That is lower
than the rates in 1908, 1909, 1812, and 1918.
In the years before 1908 there was a larger
proportion of fatal accidents.

Mr. Bruce: There were twice as many
men working in theo district then.

Mr. Murrax: I merely followed the prac-
tice of the mine inspector in giving the total
number of accidents. He never gave the
percentages.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Unfor-
tunately the number of accidents at Mount
Isa was greater then one would like to sue;
bui we must remember that accidents are
liable to happen in the initial stages of a
gigartic venture like Mount Isa. Only
those who have scen Mount Isa can realise
the huge amount of machinery installed there
and the magnitude of the operations. Mr.
Speaker, who accompanied me 4o Mount Isa
last May, was astounded at the immensity
of the operations. The inspector of mines
puts in the major portion of his time at
Mount Isa, and is watching operations most
carefully. In fact, that official has paid very
close attention to the Mount Isa mine, and
it iz hoped that for the future the number
of accidents will be lessened. Iiveryone will
admit that human lives are mora valuable
than money.

WMr., Mrizax: What about appointing a
resident inspector at Mount Isa?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: There
is something in the argument that a resident
inspector of mines should be appointed at
Mount Isa. I was impressed with that fact
=0 much that a month ago I asked the Chief
Inspector of Mines, Mr. Jackson. to report
on it. I did so because I considered that
the operations at Mount Isa warranted the
appointment of a permanent iuspsctor there.
Mr. Jackson will shortly furnish me with a
veport on the subject. It is not fair to
compare the number of accidents in the
Cloncurry district last vear with the number
of accidents in the past fifty years. The
ex-Secretary for Mines will bear out my
statement that until the last few years no
mine ownar was compelled to report an
accident happening in a mine, whereas to-
day cvery accident must be reported to the
department—and rightly so. That is merely
eoping pace with the times. Naturally the
provision would have been made whatever
Government was in power. To-day cvery
accident must be reported.

Mr. Bruce: There were fewer fatal acei-

dents in ten vwears at Mount ZElliott than
there have been in two vears at Mount Isa.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Mount
Flliott was not worked on the same gigantic
scale as Mount Isa.

My. BrucE: There weve 900 men working
at Mount Elliott at one time.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
have heard a lot this afterncon about the
“ glory-hele ” system, and of how men have
to work through a dead-end. TUntil they
get that hole through to the surface they
have to work undor unpleasant conditions,
but, whether he did so intentionally or not,
the hon. member for Mount Morgan misled
the public into thinking that that is the
way the men are still working.

Mr. SroprorD: I didn’t say that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Once
they get through the “ glory-hole ” they are
working on the surface. Tens of thousands
of tons of material comes through one ““ glory-
hole,” so that they are not made every day.
I think one every two months would be a
very high average.

The hon. member for Mount Morgan was
very much concerned about the withdrawal
of the check inspectors. I make no apology
for reducing the salary paid to those inspec-
tors——

Mr. IHyNrs: T4 was a subterfuge to get
rid of them.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I do
not deny that. It was the most ridiculous
positton that anyone could possibly get into.
tion. members opposite say that there must
bo inspectors on the spot, so that, if an
accident happens, an inspector may be avail-
able immediately. I ask hon, members oppo-
site what the position was when Mr. Pascoe
was in DBrishane, Mr. O'Brien in Mount
Morgan, and Mr. Wilson in Townsville, In
the latter case, if an accident happened at
Mount Isa and Mr. Wilson was in Towns-
ville at the time, it would take him some
days to get to Mount Isa. Is it not far
hetter for the men to appoint one of their
own men as an inspector ?

Mr. SrorrorD: They always had that in
addition to a check inspector.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
system might have been all right if an
ingpector could have been appointed at every
mine. I venture to say that the men are in
a far better position to-day. To-day the
Government are prepared to pay the inspec-
tor, and do not ask the union to do so.
It was a false step when the Labour Govern-
ment appointed those three inspectors,
because they were not serving any useful
purposc at all. The position was unnecessary.
{Opposition dissent.) The lives of the men
are just as well protected to-day as they
were when the Labour Government were
in office. There is just as much inzpectioun
and supervision as previously.

The hon. member for Mount Morgan
adopts a queer attitude; one might almost
call 1t a Communistic attitude. (Opposition
laughter.) It was in a threatening attitude
that the hon. member said, in effect, “ It is
all right so far, but the minute Mount Isa
shows a profit, then look out!”

My, StoproRD: History will show you that
that has happened in the past.

The SECRETARY FOR IMINES: Imme-
diately the company is likely to get a small
veturn from the £3,000,000 or £4,000,000
which has been expended at Mount Isa, the
hon. member for Mount Morgan says there
is going to be a strike. That is a wrong
policy for the hon. member to preach here,
or cven outside, and I am surprised at him
preaching it here this afterncon.

Mr. StoPFORD: Human life is more valu-
able than dividends.

Hon, E. A. Atherton.)
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That
has nothing to do with it. The hon. mem-

ber is trymsr to sidestep the issue.

The bon. member for Rockhampton re-
ferred to the rates offered at Styx No. &
The rates paid at Styx No. 3 are sufficient
to enable those miners fo earn as much
money as is earned by the miners at the
Bowen coal mine.

Mr. StopFoRD: If you say that, you know
nothing about mining.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
not making these statements from my own
experience. I am making the statements
on the information supphed by the officers
of the department. They say quite candidly
that the men can carp os much at the
Styx mine as can be earned at the Bowsn
minc, We have offered them just a frac-
*tion more at the Styx mine; and I amn
quite satisfied that the miners there can make
as much money as is made at Bowen.

" Mr. Forey: Why should you be the judge
of what these men can earn?

The SECRETARY FOR MINEB: I am
not the judge. I am running the depart-
ment in my way. I can quite understand
hon. members opposite believe that their
mothods are right; but as I am in oppo-
sition to them, 1t is only natural that I am
not going to run the department their way.

Lir. BToPFORD: Why not give the men a
chance of being heard?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like
to chaw attentlon to the fact that two or
thr=e lion, members on the Opposition side
are contmuall interjecting. I cannot allow
thix continual dialogie. Hon. members oppo-
site will have an opportunity of replying
after the Minister has completed his speech.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Leichhardt referred to

the export of coal, and I have dealt very
fully with that already. I would point out,
however, that, in regard to any scam 3 fees
or under, we have reduced the royalty by
one-hall within the last month or two to
try to mest the situation.

Mr. Forey: That is not suflicient.
should have an investigation.

The SUCRETARY FOR MINES: It is
all very well to give what is sufficient
with your left hand and ruin your righs
hand. 'That is the whole trouble. We are
trying to reduce the cost of production; and
the trouble is that in some of the mines the
men do not want a reduction of costs. The
only way of getting an export trade is first
to reduce the cost of production. Unfortu-
nately, quite a number of our collieries are
not on the seashore. In New South Wales
mo~t of the collieries are situated in a
brtter 1Josltlon than the collieries in Quecns-
land, as they are right on the seaboard.
\‘i"oﬂongong, for mstanm is on the sea-
coast, jutting right out into the sca. In
Oueenel(md our mines are 50 miles, 80 miles,
and 300 miles from the seaboard. If our
coal mines in Queens‘and were on the sea-
board, we would be quite capable of cop-
ing with the export business; but, when
we have to forward coal by rallway for
50, 80, or 300 miles, it adds to the cost
of pmduc’mon That is the whole difficulty
with the coal position in Queensland at the
present time.

[How. K. A, Afherton.
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The hon. member for Gympie, in reply
to an Opposition member, mentioned what
we were domcr in 1egard to assistance to
prospectors in this State. I think the hon.
member for Bowen said he would like to
see more liberal treatment meted out to
prospectors, The hon. member for Gympie
showed that, whereas we are giving £1 a
weelc to single men and £2 a week to mar-
ried men, the New South Wales Govern-
ment are only allowing 8s. a week; and in
Victoria_prospectors can only get 53‘ worth
of provisions a week, and are not given
the 5s. in cash. I do not think anyone can
find fault with a "Tory Government, such
as hon. members opposite charge us with
being, when we compare the assistance we
give with that given in other States which
are controlled by Labour Governmenis.
Victoria 1s giving just one-eighth, and New
South Wales is giving one-fifth of what we
are giving.

I quite realise the complaints of the hon.
member for Bowen. It would be very nice
if we could give more than we are doing:
and I would be willing to do so if it were
not that, owing to the present financial
pesition, we cannot give any more. No one
can throw stoncs at us for not giving more
when our two adjoining Labour-governed
States are only giving bs. and 8s. per week
respectively. They do not seem to worry
about the workers.
Labour,

Mr. O’XEEFE: when in power ju

Queensland, gave 50 per cent. more than
you are giving to-day.
The SECRETARY FOR  MINES:

Although the Labour Government gave &0
per cent. more {0 single men than we are
giving now and have been giving for the
last eighteon months, nevertheless for the
whole of the period they were in power they
only distributed £8,000 in this direction.

Mr. (’KEEVE :
ployed.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
have glve,n £12,500 out of the prospecting
vote. We give £1 a week to single moen
and £2 a week to married men; and not
2 per zent. of thc single men have any
camplaints to nrake about it, because theyr
realise that they can hve botter on their
£1 a week than their comrades and friends
who have wives anrd families can live «n
£2 a week, and they are prepared to make
some sacrifice. 1 still think that the British
spirit exists among the miners and the
single men of Queensland. They have the
bulldog spirit, and are prepared to bear their
share of sacrifice to try to help the morn
unfortunate men with wives and familics
to keep. Apparenily that does not appeal
to the hon. member for Cairns, who only
thinks about himself, and lets the other
fallow go hang.

We had not so many unem-

The hon. member for Rosewood referred to
the oil question. I think we are all very
disappointed with the o1l position in Queens-
ianid to-day. We were 1in hopes that we
would have struck oil in some part of
Queensland before this. I can assure the
hon. member that we have at the present
time in the Chief (overnment Geologist of
this State a man who is just as ca.pable as
the Commonwealth Geologist. The opinion
of Mr. Ball is just as valuable as the opinion
of Dr. Woolnough; but the opinion of Mr.
Ball has not always been adopted because
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the company promoters were more con-
cerned with making “ oil ” for themselves
than extracting oil from the bowels of the
earth. The company promoters were con-
cerned about the profits to be made by
the fluciuations in the price of shares. The
hon. member for Rosewood was one who
walked right into the business, I do not
want the people to assume that the geolo-
gists of Queensland are not doing their part
merely because lengthy reports, written by
other geologists, appear in our local news-
papers.

Mr. Mawer: I did not suggest that.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
sure the people of Queensland and of Aus-
tralia have cvery confidence in the geologists
of Quernsland. Mr. Ball is just as eapable
as Dr. Woolnough, although the Queensiand
Government are quite prepared to co-operate
with Dr. Woolnough as much as possible.
I am not an expert in the discovery of oil,
and I cannot say whether the methods
adopted are wise or not, A method of aerial
survey does not appeal to me very much.
The hon. member for Flinders stated that
an aerial survey had been made of Mount
Isa; but it must be borne in mind that in
the case of minerals there are some surface
indications in the nature of outcrops visible
by air; but I am told that there are no
surfzce indications with respect to oil.
There would be surface indications with
respect to sninerals in 99 per cent. of cases,
However, if the experts say that an aerial
survey may be effective in the discovery of
oil, then I am prepared to cncourage such
a project.

The hon. member for Cook has referred to
the Mount Mulligan coalmine. I appreciate
the sacrifice and the whole-hearted manner
in which the Mount Mulligan miners have
carried on their work. There are no other
miners who were prepared to put their
shoulder to the wheel in such a willing
manner as the sixty cdd men who have
endeavoured to win coal at Mount Mulligan
for the past two years. They are a credit
not only tc Mount Mulligan but to any
country in the world. They were prepared
to battle against all odds, and to combat
all difficulties in a cheerful, smiling manner,
Operations had not been long in progress
when a break occurred in the machinery.
They had adhered so loyally to their con-
tract that I was prepared to assist them in
every possible way. Only one plant was
procurable in Australia—a second-hand plant,
although in use for only one week—and that
was situated on the border of New South
Wales and Victoria. We were successful in
purchasing that plant for £1,700. The Mount
Mulligan  miners did not have 1,700
farthings. Thev were three months out of
work while the Government were inquiring
and negotiating for the purchase of the
plant referved to. That brought them very
close to Christmas. ;

Mr, Kenxy: They did not squeal either.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: No;
they kept on smiling. They said they were
prepared to repay the amount, provided the
Government were willing to purchase the
plant. They offered to repay by way of
a royalty of 6d. per ton on the coal pro-
duced. Christmas came, and I was prepared
to help them by advancing a sum of money
to carry them over that period. T am sure
that the men appreciated what I did; and
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I did it because 1 appreciated their action
in being so loyal to Mount Mulligan and
putting their shoulder to the wheel and doing
their part. I regret that ot the present time
the miners at Mount Mulligan are working
on part time owing to the scarcity of water.
1 have assisted them in every possible
manner because their attitude has been
deserving of it, and I think that every miner
there appreciates it.

I also desire to pay the same compliment
to the copper gougers all over Queensland
who have assisted to keep the Chillagoe
smelters operating. I know that some hon.
members opposite would prefer this copper
ore t6 be transporied to Port Kembla. These
miners have been prepared to continue work-
ing, cven although 90 per cent. of them
have not earned half wages, The«ec men,
who are working for themselves, have con-
tinued on in the hope that they would either
strike it rich or that the price of metal
would increase, They realise what Chillagoe
has meant fo them, and I appreciate the
efforts they have made to keep the smelters
going.

I appreciate, too, the service which the
workmen at the Chillagoe smelters have
given. 1 was told that three men formerly
did certain work which is now done by one
man, and that, if I persisted in that policy.
there might ba trouble. I replied that we
could not afford to have that work done
by more than one man. I am glad to say
that the work has gone on without inter-
ruption. Every man has been quite preparcd
to carry out his job, and, whether three men
formerlvy filled ‘the position or otherwise.
they did their work with good grace. The
men are still working at the smelter:.

Mr. Bruce: They had no choice.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I
visited Chillagoe last May, and there was
a very contented and happy crowd of work-
men there. They are to be congratulated,
not only on the work they are doing in
their own interests, bui on the work they
have been doing 1n the interests of this
wondorful State. We must remember that
the £147,000 worth of copper shipped over-
seas from Chillagoe was £147,000 of new
money coming into this State, and that
amount would probably mean as much as
£1,000,000 which was merely turned over in
the State. I am quite prepared to allow the
public to judge what has been done by the
present Government at Chillagoe and Mount
Mulligan.

The hon. member for Cook referred to
the possibility of establishing portable batter-
ics on some of the small goldfields. I have
nevar seen one of these portable batteries,
although some are in operation in Western
Australia.  The suggestion might be per-
feetly sound, but finance is the stumbling
block. We must realise that, before a
battery is installed on a goldficld, there must
bo ore at grass or in stght for it to treat.
T shall have inquiries made in Western Aus-
tralia as to how these batteries are working
there. If they are successful, due considera-
tion will be given to testing one in Queens-
land.

The hon. member for Cook gave me a very
pressing invitation to visit Croydon with
him. T am only too anxious to visit Croydon,
which at one time ranked fourth or fifth
on the list of gold producers in this State.
I hope there will shortly be a revival of
mining there. I had hoped to visit Croydon
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Lofore Christmas, but the opposition of hon.
members on the other side to Government
legislation has been such that I shall not be
able to do s0. I can assure the hon. member
for Cook that, if it is at all possible to visit
Crovdon early in the new year, I shall be
only too pleased to go with him.

The hon. member for Cook also referred
to the assistance given by the Government
to IhO miners on the Batavia River goldfield.
I make no zmo]omes for that assistance. or
for what we intend to do there. I claim
that these far distant mining centres are
vorthy of the most liberal ®consideration.
They are certainly more deserving of con-
sideration than propositions within 20 miles
of the metropolis.  Every person who goes
hundreds of miles out into the bush to try
to increase the wealth production of the
State will be assisted. Batavia River is a
very great distance away, and is a very
awkward place to get at. We realise that
the most feasible way to get there is from
the west coast. At the request of the hon.
member for Cook, I sent a geologist there.
and later I sent a man to veport on the
road. Unfortunately, the report has not vet
been furnished. As a matter of fact, when
the man who was sent to report on the road
returned to Brishane, he called at my office
and said that he could not then furnish a
report as he had to get information from
the Marine Department as to the depth of
water at different places which he had
visited on the east and west coasts of the
peninsula. Unfortunately, on the second day
after his return to Brlsbane that man took
seriously ill, and he is at prcsent an Inmate
of the Brisbane General Hospital. If his
report had been furnished and was favourable,
then something would have been done to
guige a passable road to the Batavia River
eld.

A fortnight ago I approved of as:istance
being given for the erection of a b"LtLu\
there, as mining operations have been con
siderably handl(’apped because of the prlml-
tive mothom emploved. The method beiny
adopted is one with old log boxcs, through
which water is sluiced, whilst at the same
time a m=n with an iron hammer breaks
up the material that passes through this

sluice. The gold that was not saved was
missed; and more was miszed than was
saved. Hon. members will get some iden

of the waste that has cccurred when T tell
them that on 6th October last one man
got 106 oz. of gold from: his tail waste.
r‘elhap~ 60 per cent. of the wash or rubble
-—it is more of a wash than anything clse
—is being laid aside. The primitive and
obsolete method adopted is for the miner,
with knife in hand, to scratch off any gold
that mav appear on the surface of the
ore as 1t pasies through, and then cast
the ore aside. There iz nearlv 3,000 ions
of that matcrial available. Shortage of
finance was the handicap to development tak-
ing place; so I have approved of an advance
in order that a battery may be erected.
When that work is completed, it will be
possible to treat the stone which has been
thrown on one side—stone that is worth
3 oz. to the ton.

Mr. O’Xgere : What was the report of the
geologist on that field?

The SECRETARY ¥FOR MINES: The
geologist reported that he would like to
see more work done and some of the shafts
put down to a greater depth before he

[Hon, E A. Atherton.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

would express an opinion. He recommended
tiat we should not give any prospectors
assistance to go to that locality. as we would
have to finance these people to get down
at least 80 feet before they (ou]d do any
good. He said it was vo good giving these
prospectors £2 per week for four or eight
weeks; it would have to be given for six
months, if given at all.

Some hon. members have asked me to build
batterics or to assist in the building of
batterizs. As beczctary for Mines, I shall
never recommend the Governmient to buil
batteries. I am quite prepaled to as;;st
people to build batteries; but on this matter
am of the same opinion as the hon.
member for Cairns, The trouble in the past
has been that too much money altogether
has been spent on machinery before prov-
ing the mine. People should spend their
moner in_ developing a mine, and, if they
have developed the mine and it proves to be
worth qmthmg we are always quite pre-
pared to help them to build a battery.

We have received numerous requests for
assistance to pay railage on a given quantity
of ore to the nearest battery; but, before we
offer to assist thesc people, we ask them to
send us down a sample for assay; and, if
it does not assay up to a value that would
make 1t worth treating, we have refused to

pay the freight to the nearest battery. That
is a very sound principle. The hon. member
for Cairns quite agrees with that, and I

would not give any assistance to the Mount
Peter people when they sent stone to the
battery. 1 said, “I1 will be fair, and, if
the gold is therc, I am prepared to assist
you.” Later on we sent a geologist to the
field, and, after the geologist returned, I
Cha.nged my mind. I changed my mind more
as a result of the fact that 30 tons of ore
sent to Charters Towers averaged 2§ ounces
to the ton. That is what mﬂuenced me in
advancing £300 to renovate the battery. :

The hon. member for Cairns suggested that
we chould only grant assistance to bona fide
prospuctors, but he went so far as to say
that, if two men went ouf, they must both
be bona fide prospcctors. I do not agres in
that repard, because, if two men go out
prospecting, especially if they arve going to
sink a shaft and one man is experienced,
he will soon teach the other man. You
cannot turn a man down if he has an
experienced man with him.

At 8.10 p.m.,

Mr. Fry (Wurilpa), one of the panel of
Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chairman
in the chair.

The QJI‘CRLTARY FOR MINES: The
principle we follow is that if one is a prae-
tical miner, then we are propared to give
assistance. But I do agree with the hon.
member for Cairns when he savs there is a
vast difference between a mirer and a
prospector. A miner is not a prospector,
and a prospector is not a miner. Numbers of
men write down for prospecting assistance;
and they say they have worked in the
deepest mines in Charters Towers and at
Ballarat; and I immediately say that these
men know nothing about prospecting.

Mr. O’Krere: Men in the mining industry
to-day cannot get assistance; yet you grant
aid to men who have never been in the
industry.
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We can-
not give assistance to everybody. We take
the advice of our mining mspectms in the
different centles, and, if there is no mining
inspector in the dlstrlct we take the advice
of the warden as to a man’s capabilities and
character and whether he is a good worker
or not. I quite admit that there may be
honest prospectors who have not had assist-
ance, while others who are not genuine pro-
spectors have received assistance; but we
endeavour to assist genuine prospectors.

I desire at this stage to ~thank the hon.
member for Cairns for the complimentary
remarks he passed this afternoon in regard to
Irvincbank. He said that he did not blame
me in the slightest for the closing of Irvine-
bank, as it was due to the stagnation in the
metal market. I will state what the hon.
memgber for Cairns said on 23rd October in
regard to Irvinebank. He said, * They
reopened Chillagoe and closed down the
treatment works at Herberton.” 1 say that
statement is not true.

Mr. O’KeEre : It is true.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
battery at Irvinebank is no more closed
down now than ever it was. When there
is any ore offering, it is open. If the hon.
mémber for Cairns had a 25-ton parcel of
ore for trsatment at the battery, it would
be working inside twenty-four hours; but,
unfortunately, owing to the low price of
metals, it is not in constant work. The
hon. member was quite honest about it this
afternoon—there have not been 25 tons of
ore offering. I hardly like to say what I
am doing for Irvinebank, as some hon. mem-
bers opposite might say, ‘“ Why don’t you
do thet for Cloncurry?”’ We have given
Irvinebank prospecting assistance during the
last twelve months to the extent of £1,121 11s,
9d, That has hLeen done to try to revive
the position at Irvinebank, which is in a
critical condition to-day. We Lave also
expended the sum of £233 on the renovation
of the battery, #nd we are spending a sum
of about £200 in renoveating the dam there.
We are doing all that is possible for
Irvinebank; but I cannot wave a fairy
wand and put tin into the ground in such
quantities that we can work the battery
at the prica that is offering. I never closed
[rvinebank,

I would like to say a few words to refute
the criticism hurled at me on 13th October
by the hon. member for Cairns, as reported
in “ Honsard”” of that date, to the follow-
ing effect:—

“We have a complaint from Chilla-

goe to the effect that the brother of the
present Secrctary for Mines has certain
land wunder occupation license, while
certain men are refused arcas of same
for tobacco growing. What is the reason
for this? Influence has been brought to
bear by the Seccretary for Mines.”

I told the hon. member for Cairns that 1
was surprised at him, and said ‘‘ Whatever
vou do, plar fair!” When I read that
statement in *‘ Hansard >’ at Redecliffe, where
T had gone on acsount of not being in the
hest of keaith, T said, “ If the Home Secre-
tary has brought in the Vagrants, Gaming,
and Other Offences Bill, the hon. member for
Cairns will never be arrested for hitting a
man in the face. as he would always stab
him in the back.”
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Mr. O’Kerrr: I did not stab you any-
where. Can’t you be clean? Will that
black streak never come out of you?

The SECRETARY FOR MINLS: On
Ist October—twelve days before the hon.
member for Cairns made that speech in this

Chamber—he asked the following ques-
tions :-—

“ 1. Wil he pleasc state the reason why

several applications for Minus Home-

stead Leuases situated on Chillagoe Creek,
about 8 miles from Chillagoe, have been
held up?

“2. Will he expedite the granting of
same ?

“3. Will he state the names of persons
now holding the land for which applica-
tions are made?”’

Mr. O’Kuzge: Why don’t you tell the
truth ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINE
have got the truth,

Mr, O’Kregsr: The coult was adjourned
before there was any application from your
brother in protest. Next day he made his
protest to the warden.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
is the answer 1 gave—

“1 to 3. Two applications for miners’
honiestead leases for land on Chillagoe
Creek, about 8 miles from thllaffoe,
were lodged with the warden et Chilla-
goe on 19th August, and, in conformity
with  the T\i{mms Homestead Loases
Acts, were set down for hearing on 23rd
Septpmner being not less than thirty
days after recsipt of such applications.
An objection to the approval of the
apphcatlon was lodged by the licensce
of occupation license No. 146, William
Atherton, on the ground that the land
applied for included Sugar Bag Springs,
the only permanent water on_that part
of the occupation license, and, on 23rd
Septemher, the warden adjoulned the
hearing to 6th Cctober to allow of an
inspection of the land. It will thus be
secn that there is nothing whatever in
the suggestion that there has been any
delay in the matter.”

What is wrong with that? That is the
ordinary procedure. The hon. membsv for
Cairns tried to make out that I used my
irfluence, but I say quite definitely that T
never heard of those applications. If *he hon.
member cannot be clean himself, he should
not accuyse other people of be'm: clean.
(Laughter.) T certainly put the cart before
the horse, but the hon. member knew what
I meant. He knew that everything was
clean and aboveboard, but he made thab
statement because he knew that I was absent
from the Chamber. In the same speech the
hon. member also said—

“ A certain area was set aside in the
Dimbulah district for tobacco-growing
under the agricultural farm tenure sys-
tem, and WOll\lH"‘ miners were allowed
to tako up arcas in that district under
the Miners’ Homestead Leases Act.”

Mr. O’KerrE continuing to interject.
The SECRETARY TFOR MINES: Mr,
Fry, I call for order.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order!
I vesent the Minister drawing my attention
to the state of the Committee. The hon.
gentleman is inviting a lot of the criticism

Hon. E. A. Atherton.]
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himself. I ask him to refrain from making
s0 many quotations and indulging in invec-
tive, thereby drawing the fire of the Oppo-
sition. I ask the hon. member for Cairns
to be very careful. He will have the right
to speak again, and I cannot permit him
to 1ndu ge in a continuous stream of inter-
jections.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am
quoting a speech made by the hon. member
for Cairns in this Chamber, and I believed
that I had a perfect 11ght to reply to the
matter during the discussion on these Esti-
mates, Miners' homestead lcases are con-
trolled by the Mines Dopartment, and surely
T can prove that a statement made in th1s
Chamber is untrue? I would be lacking in
my duty to my electors if I did not reply.
The hon. member also said—

“ A certain number of men resident
on the Atherton Tableland who are well
known to me applied for the land under
that tenure, and were granted; then the
Secretary for Lands refused the appli-
cation.”

Mark that! The application was granted!
He further said—

“Then the matter was referred to the
Mines Department, and the Lands Min-
ister then gave the permission for the
land to be held as a miners’ home-
stead lcase. What happened after a
month or two? Certain influence was
used by the Secretary for Mines with
the Secretary for Public Lands, with the
result that the Secretary for Public
Lands allowed the arca sct aside for
tobacco-growing  at Dimbulah to  be
settled under the miners’ homestead leasc
system, notwithstanding that sixty-eight
applications for a similar tenure had pre-
viously been refused by the department.”

Later he said—

“ During the time I was in the North
in July 1'1<t I received complaints every
day from men who stated that the Sec-
retary for Mines and the hon. members
for Cook and Eacham were interested in
the particular tenure under which the
Jurd party were allowed to take up the
Dimbulah lands.”

The hon. member answered the question and
then contradicted himself. THe merely in-
dulged in silly szs{atementa during my
temporary absence from the Chamber. He
was out on a misstatement jazz, ha.vmg the
time of his life. He said, “ Atherton is sick
down at Redeliffe, and I am at him.”

The hon. mewmber’s statement that sixty-
eight applications had previously been
refused was untrue. He said that Jurd and
party applied for their leases after the sixty-
eight applications had been refused. Jurd
and party applied for the sixteen
leases in September, 1930; but appli-
cations in  respect of the sixty-eight
referred to by the hon. member for Cairns
were not made until June, 1931—nine months
later—although the hon. member said they
had been previously applied for. What
notice can we take of an hon, member who
makes such statements? He must have
known that his statements were not correct.
1 do not object to all the criticism under the
sun if a man will fight fairly. T am pre-
pared fo stand up to all the criticism imagin-
able so long as it is fair. I do not behev
in making a statement behind a person’s
back. I am sorry that the hon. member for
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Cairns has left the Chamber. He must know
that he was guilty of misstating the position,
.or why should he leave the Chamber?
(Opposition  dissent.) The Department of
Mines decided in January, 1931, to grant the
sixteen miners’ homestead leases applied for
by Jurd and party. They were approved of
in January. The sixty-eight applications
which the hon. member for Cairns stated
were refused were not applied for until June.
Jurd and party applied for their lcases in
good faith. T knew that they desired to go
in for the cultivation of tobacco, but I was
ot concerned in it.

The hon. member for Cairns also stated
that an applicant for a miner’s homestesd
fease must be a working miner. That shows
Lisw little he knows of the matter. Any
ladr who has lived for three months on a
mineral field can make application for, and
be granted, a miner’s homestead leaser I
claim that, as Jurd and party applied in

good faith for .theso miners’ homestcad
leases, their applications should have been
granted.

Mr. Burcock: Did you make any con-
ditions?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I made
the condition that the applicants should not
ke allowed to transfer. That was done in
order to prevent tvafficking. Hon. membors
oppesite will agree with that condition.

Mr. Burrecock: We do.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: As the
cxperiment  in  tobacco  culture in  the
Maveeba district was much greater than was
anticipated, the Secretary for Public Lands
decided to open certain land for selection
as tobacco blocks. That decision was made
long before the sixty-eight applications were
made, as mentioned by the hon. member
for Cdnns I had approved of twenty-six
miners’ homestead leases being granted for
the purpose of tobacco-growing. I then
told the Secretary for Public Lands that, if
this land was required solely for the purpose
of agriculture, ii should be under the con-
trol of the Department of Public Lands.
T am sure that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion agrees with that principle. It was
agreed at a Cabinet meeting that no further
miners’ homestead leases should be granted
in that district for tobacco culture.

Mr., W. Foreax Swurre: That should be
done as a matter of general policy. It is
rather difficult to lay it down as a principle
in connection with applications made under
the Miners’ Homestead Leases Act.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: An
announcement was made that no further
applications under that Act would be granted.
The surveyors of the Department of Public
Lands were then despatched to survey the
land formerly under the control of the De-
partment of Mines for tobacco farms. The
statement of the hon. member for Cairus
concerning the sixtv-cight applications is a
misstatement of fact. I did not have the
faintest interest in thc miners’ homestead
leases. I only knew three of the successful
applications, and they were red hot Labour
men; but a man’s politics does not matter
to me. I am prepared to give a_political
opponent the same treatment =s give a
political supporter. In these matters they
are entitled to that treatment.

Mr. Bruce: How did your brother finish
up in connection with this block of land?
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The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did
not know that my brother was after a block
of land.

Mr. BRICE:

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I did
not say so. The hon. member is like the
little boy who fell out of the balloon—he
was never in this argument.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The
hon. member for Cairns also stated in his
speech—

“The Seccretary for Mines made a
special trip to the Atherton Tableland
to supervise the cutting-up of his own
land 1nto 40-acre blocks at £10 per acre,
and the Government helped him by offer-
ing land at auction.”

I thought vou said he was.

I can assure the Committee that that state-
ment is not correct. It is most unfair for
any hon. member to make such an insinua-
tion under cover of privilege, especially
when I was mot present to contradict it.
It is all very well for the hon. member
for Cairns to come here and pose as a
lily-white puritan. We all know how he got
white—by the application of the white-wash
brush, although the lime used in the white-
wash was not too clean. The last time
that I was at Marecba was on 3lst March
last. T then left for Herberton, and was
in Mount Isa on 9th May. On’ 3lst May
I inspected the tobacco farms that I was
accused of having recommended should be cut
up into 200-acre blocks in order that I might
sell my own land. I say that statement
is not correct. The Monday on which I saw
these blocks I wu‘ed to the Premier and
said, in effect, “ Will you see the Secretary
for Public Lands and fell him that 1 recom.
mend that we immediately cut down the
areas to about 60 acres? The areas are far
too big, and men cannot possibly handle
them.” At the commencement I did gsay
they should be 200 acres. None of us knew
anything about tobacco-growing: but, once I
saw the land, 1 knew that 60 acres was
sufficient. The fact of the matter was that
the men had not the money to fence and
work 200 acres.

Mr. O’KEmrE: You rccommended to the
Premier that the blocks should be 200 acres
He told me that himself.

The Previer: I did not.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: At the
initial stage, Lofore I knew anything about
tobacco-growing, T reﬁommendedy 200 acres.

 Mr. O’Kgere: What is the good of telling
lics about it?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: When
I saw the tobacco land, I wired to the Pre-
mier to cut down the area to 60 acres. I
never cut up any land around Mareeba into
40-acre blocks, I own 240 acres there. I
do not care who knows it. T cut the land
up into 10-acre blocks. I never offered them
to anyone. If my friends came along, I was
prepared to consider the question, but up to
that stage I had sold only three 10-scre
blocks—two to relatives, and one to a per-
sonal friend. The hon. member for Cairns
malkes a most unfair statement.

The hon. member for Townsville
approached me for a favour at Mareeba.
The position was that the Commonwealth
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Government had experts all round Australia
fOr about five years previous to that date.

. W. ForeaN SwmiTH: The committee was
established in my time, and the Marecba
experiment station was established by me.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Why
was it started there?
Mr. W. ForGAN SMITH: Because it was the

most suitable area known at that time.
There were twenty-nine other blocks put
down.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: That is
quite correct. We simply acted on the advice
of those experts. After surveying practically
the whole of Australia, these experts decided
that Mareeba was the most suitable place
for tobaceo-growing, and that is why we
threw open the blocks there. Just because it
happens to be in my electorate does not make
the slightest difference to me, although natu-
rally I am pleased that it i1s in my electorate.

Mr, W. ForeaN Smrte: The best tobacco
grown so far in Queensland has been at
Sarina.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: We
were accused of not throwing land open. In
twelve months we threw open more land for
selection than had been the case for years in

Queensland.  Three hundred and seventy-
nine blocks were thrown open in twelve
months. In addition to that, twenty-six leases

were granted in the Dimbulah area. In
Mount Garnet, Mount Molloy, etc., over
one hundred leases were granted. I do not

sce anything in it, because it all assists the
progress of Queensland. Apparently some
hon. members opposite do not want to see
Queensland progress.

Mr. Hyxgs: There are other districts in
Queensland besides Mareeba.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: It is
our duty to get in as quickly as possible,
once we have established the fact that
tobacco-growing is a success in suitable dis-
tricts.

An UPPOSITIO\ MexBER : What has this to
do with mining?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Miners’
homestcad leases come under the vote for
mining. The hon. member for Cairns also
said—

“That is delinite information that the
hon. member for Facham was concerned.
In fact, I spoke to him here, and he
said, ‘1 know that rumours are about.
Even the Secretary for Public Lands is
fupposcd to hold a block in some lady's
name. I am informed that all the
Ministers except the Plexmer migrated to
Mareeba one week-end.”
The weck-end that I was there in connection
with miners’ homestend leases I was the only
Hlinister in Mareeba, and I left on the Mon-
day morning. I passed the Sccretary for
Public Lands at Tully. I say there was not
another MMinister on the ground.

We arc still granting concesslons in the
hope of inducing capital to come 1o
Queemland

I agree with the hon. member for Pad-
dington that the success of mining in
Queensland to-day depends chiefly on the
treatment of the lower-grade ores from the
old mines. The glea,tel part of the wealth
to be won will come cut of mines that were
abandoned in the past because of obsolete
methods, lack of railway communication, and

Hon, E. A. Atherton.]
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other disadvantages. I sincerely trust that
capite]l will come inio Queensland, which
will enable modern machinery to be erected
so that thesc mines can be worked as a
SUCCOSs,

I am very pleased that the Gold Mines
of Australia, Limited, have acquired Mount
Coolon and have started to open it up
in a large way as compared with the
past. I sincerely trust the people behind
that venture will reap the benefit they so
richly deserve. If they benefit, it will be
of advantage to the State of Queensland.
I em not particular as to what profit an
individnel makes so lone as it is of benefit
to Queenslond. Some people think that
capitaiists should speculate their money in
their hundreds of thousands hut should not
look for any profit. I am not of that
opinion, I say they are entitled to a
profit; and the more profit they make the
better it «ill be for the State of Queens:

land. I hope some of the companies which
have been granted these concessions will

reap the reward they so richly deserve.
GOVERNVMENT MnMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. A, JONTES (Bwrke) [8.38]: I listened
very attentively to the remarks of the
Minister in regard to the unfortunate posi-
tion at the Mount Oxide, Orphan, and Dob-
byn mines. The Minister did not give us
very much information in connection with
this matter. For the last few weeks the
newspapers have given considerable promi-
nencs to the position at Mount Oxide, but
in no instance has the true position been
outlined. A few weeks ago 1 addressed
certain questions to the Secretary for Labour
and Industry in connection with the cost
of cemmodities at Mount Oxide, and the
prices 1 quoted on that occasion speak for
themselves, especially so when a comparison
is made between the prices charged at the
company’s store and those operating in
Cloncurry. On 14th October I asked the
Secrctary for Labour and Industry—

* Is he aware that the following prices
are at present being charged at the
company’s store : —Butter, 3s. 1d. per
hoy tea. Zs. per lb.; sugar, 7d. per
Ih.: Nestle’s milk, 1s. 3d. a tin; tinned
fruits, Is 8d. = tin: bacon, 2s. per lb.;
potatees, 4d. per lb.; onions, 4d. per
1b.;  80-1b. bag of flour, 14s. 6d.;
kercsene soap, Is, 8d. a bar?”

I picked out a few of the main items from
the list =ent to me by the men at Mount
Oxide In order tn give some indication as
to the ecxorbitant prices charged at the
company’s store at Mount Oxide. Thesn
men have suffered two reductions in wages
since the saspension of the mining award in
September last year. It is interesting to
note that the nresent rate offered by Peter-
son and Powecll, tributors, is £4 8s. 6d.
per week. The bhuasic wage in Townsville,
which is on the coast, is £4 4s. per week,
and the basic wage in the Cloncurry district
is £4 11s. The wage that is offered the men
at Mount Oxide, 80 miles from the railhead,
ig 8s. 6d. per weck lower than the basic
wage in Cloncurry. In addition to that,
we have to take into consideration the fact
that the cost of transport is only £3 per ton,
or roughly id. per and consequently
does not justify the exorbitant prices charged
by the company. I have worked out the
Erices as necarly as possible, and the list
as gone in to the Commissioner of Prices.
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I find the prices average
50 per cent. above Townsville prices and
25 per cent. above Cloncurry prices. The
Secretary for Labour and Industry informed
me that investigations were being made
in connection with the matter nearly a
month ago; but so far I have heard nothing
further, and I do not know whether they
have bothered to make any inquiries on
the subject.

The Minister said in reply to a question
asked by me last weck that the industrial
magistrate at Cloncurry had called a con-
fererce, as the outrcome of which nothing
satisfactory Lad taken place so far as ending
the dispute was concerned. I am advised
that the magistrate visited Dobbyn and met
the tributors and the reprezentatives of the
strikers and arranged a conference. I under-
stand that conference was to take place at
Cloncurry. The strikers’ leaders turncd up at
Cloncurry to attend the conference, but the
tributors did not turn up.

The SecrRETARY ror MiINes: You have been

something like

misinformed. The .warden went to Mount
Oxide.
Mr. A. JONES: No; he went to Dob-

byn and arranged a conference. I will
quote from the ¢ Cloncurry Advocate,”
which is not a Labour paper, and which, in
its issue of 3lst October last, stated—

“ At one stage of this dispute Warden
Wilson visited Dobbyn and conferred
with the strikers and the tributors and
the men were only too pleased to have
a conference. A date and place was
arranged for this confercnce to take

place, and Warden Wilson returned fto
Cloncurry. The delegates from the
strikers, it is said, turned up at the

place of meeting, but the tributors’ repre-
sentative was absent.”

That is very definite. That statement in the
Cloncurry paper bears out the statement I
have received from the men on strike, indicat-
ing that the tributors were not prepared to
meet the men and do the fair thing. In
addition to this, the branch secretary of the
Australian Workers” Union, Mr. W.
Riordan, wrote a letter on 2nd instant to
the Premier, in which he set ont the position
at Mount Oxide, and suggested that in order
to bring this dispute to a satisfactory con-
clusion the Owrder in Council which was
gazetted in November last year, suspending
all mining awards other than in conncetion
with lead and coal mining, should be repealed
so as to give the Industrial Court a chance
to arbitrate on this dispute. The Premier
replied to the letter pointing out that he
considered it was not advisable at present
to do that. So far as the strike in that area
is concerned. the strikers have the sympathy
of the Cloncurry people. 1 can only quote
again on that point from the “ Cloncurry
Advocate ’—

“The strikers appcar to have the sym-
pathy of the public, as when the drastic
cut in wages occurred no reduction was
made in the price of commodities by the
tributors who run the store that supplies
the men. It is said the men were not
compelled to buy from these stores, but
the miners say if they did not patronise
the tributors’ stores their jobs did not
last long. When the strike first started
the Oxide men went along to the store
at that place to buy rations, but were
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turned down, and none would be sold
them. It seemed as if they were to be
starved into submission.”

They attempted apparently to starve these

men into submission—the methods of the
bad old days. It is interesting to listen to
this—

“But Mr. Val. Elliott, of Dobbyn, was
communicated with and he came out
with a lorry load of rations. The mines
store then immediately reopened, but the
men are not patronising it.”

This really indicates that Peterson and
Powell, at Mount Oxide, attempted to starve
thess men into submlsblon—-thev had nothing
else but that in view. Directly they knew
that Mr. Elliott was prepared to bring
out a load of rations to the men at Mount
Oxide, they opened the doors of their
store again to these men. In view of the
cost of commodities at Mount Oxide, it is
only reasonable that the (lovernment should
have done something. definite to get the
magistrate out there 1mmed1ately to inquire
into the priccs on the spot. That is the
only thlng holding the men up to-day. They
suffered a reduction in wages of nearly £1
a8 W snd they ask thmt the cost of com-
modities at the company’s store should be
reduced. There are very ugly rumours in
the Cloncurry district concerning the tribute
contract made by Messrs, Peterson and
Powell,  The ‘“{Cloncurry Advocate” has
some very uncomplimentary things to say in
connection with the matter, and suggests
that an inquiry should be held into the whole
business.  The paper gives the impression
that there is something altogether fishy in
conncetion with this tribute.  The paper
savs—

“The whole history of this tribute, the
lottmg of it, working of it, and names
of tho:e infercsted in it would make
Interesting resding, it is said, and the
spotlizht of publicity thrown on to these
mines by this strike mar bring forth
some details that will perhaps interest
’rho,«c men who were anxious to tender
for the tribute, but who allege they had
no chanee to do so. If an investigation
is to be held into the cause of the trouble,

hich is almost a certainty, it would be
as will to iuvestigate the whole matter
and have a thmoutrh cleaning up. It
deserves an inquiry, and the people of
the district should demand one.”

The ¢ Clonaurry Advocate’ is not a Labour
paper, and always gots in  behind  the
Government in  the furtherance of their
policy. It is very definite, according to this
article, that there is something ﬁshy in con-
nection with the tribute, and that the Govern-
ment should hold an inquiry into the whole
matter.  The dispute 1s causing a lot of
dissatisfaction in_ the district, and I can
assurc the Premier that, if an inquiry is
held, much satisfastion will be experienced
in the area. If the (overnment are not
prepared to allow these people to go to_the
Industrial Court, then there is only one alter-
native—the strike method. The Australian
Workers” Union has always stood for a policy
of arbitration, bnt the suspension of the
award means that the Australian Workers’
Union must get in behind these men in their
direct action fight. The Government are
definitely responsible for what is taking place
at Mount Oxide. Several men have been
gaoled. and other unfortunate happenings
nave tuken place. One unfortunate indi-
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vidual proceeding from Dobbyn to Cloncurry
met with a fatal accident, his head being
smashed. I do not sary that the Government
are directly responsible for that, but it is
possible that, if the award had not been sus-
pended, this man would have been alive
to-day, and to that extent the Government
I say that very definitely.
There is nobody in a better position to sift
the evidence and to consider the cost of
commodities in an unbiassed way than the
Industrial Court. That tribunal is in a far
hetter position to deal with that matter than
the Government,

The BECRETARY FOR MINES:
corapelled to buy their groceries
Cxide.

Mr. A, JONES:
men employed at Mount Oxide refused to
buy their stores from the company’s store,
and were dismissed.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
names?

Mr. A. JONES: I will give the Minister
the complete extract from the paper, which
makes a very definite statement.

The SecreTaRY FOR Mines: Did McCor-
mack write that before he went to gaol?

Mr. A. JONES: I do not know who i
rosponsible for it. I only know it appcars
in the °Cloncurry Advocate,” and 1t is
apparently the opinion of that paper.

They were not-
at Mount

That is true, but several

What are their

The Sceretary for Mines appears to be
very perturbed over my statement that the
men were compelled to ‘purchass their stores
from the company's store, and has inter-
jocted that they could purchase their require-
ients elsewhere, I received letters from the
men before the dispute arose informing me
that, if they did not deal from the company’s
store, they would not be employed. It is
& remarkable thing that thess miners were
forced to pay exolbltdﬁlt prices for neces-
aries of life whose prices are protected by
pools srhich have the suppmu of the Govern-
r.ent; yet the Government should withdraw
whatever protection these men had of sccur-
irg a living rate of wage. Thov were Col-
pelled to pay artificial prices for some of
tiie necessaries of life.  The general con-
ditions at the DMount Oxide mine were very
bxd. There were no bathing facilities, and
the men were compelled to carry water in
two kerosene tins with a ycke over a mile
to their camp. They had also to cart their
swn wood over a mile. The company would
not allow them to ecut any wocd on the
mining lease. Therc was no first-aid stretcher
«t the mine, and, generally speaking, the
working conditions were deplorable,

Scme hon, members on this side referred
to certain statements made by Messrs. Peter-
«on and Powell when they met the strikers
ar Mount Oxide. Mr. Peterson told the
men that he had made application to the
Chillagoe smeltars for certain concessions;
but Mr. Rutledge had informed him that,
unless he was prepared to bring about a
substantial reduction in wages at Mount
Oxide, he was not prepared to consider any
application for a concession. I have at least
four letters setting out that statement. If
that is correct, it points to the fact that the
Government have been directly resiponsible
for the chop in the miners’ wages at Mount
Oxide. A few minutes previously I men-
ticned that Mr. W. J. Riordan, the branch

Mr. A. Jones.|
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secretary of the Australian Workers’ Union,
had written scveral letters to the Premier
in connection with this matter; and, as they
contain some interesting statements, it is
just as well that they should appear on
record. Mr. Riordan, writing to the Pre-
mier on 2nd November, said—

“Hon. A. E. Moore, Esq.,
¢ Premier of Queensland,
¢* Brisbane,

¢ 8ir,—My cxecutive wish to bring
under the notice of your Governinent a
matter which it regards as one of para-
mount importance to the pecple of this
State. I refer to the dispute at the
Mount Oxide, Dobbyn, and Orphan
copper mines.

“ This dispute has already, as you will
have gleaned from the newspapers, been
responsible for a nasty cenflict, with the
result that a dozen good, useful citizens
are now in jail. These men, who are
doing the rough pionecring work on the
mining industry in this distant and
remotely situated part of the State,
where they have to endure many hard-
ships that have not to be faced in more
accessible localities, have had inflicted
on them a grave injustice by your Go-
vernment setting aside the award and
denying them the right of access to the
Arbitration Court—a right which they
have had for the past fifteen years.
Surely these men, whose gpirit of inde-
pendence has taken them so far away
from the cities and the dole, are worthy
of consideration cqual, at least, to any
other section of our citizens,

“The workers in the mining industry
in every other State have access to Arbi-
tration, and we ask that vour Govern-
ment take the necessary steps to make
provision for these men to have their
wages fixed by Arbitration in the same
way as their fellow workers in other
States.

“T might state that these mean are not
fighting for increased pay, but against
a reduction which would place them on
a rate below that paid in other parts
of the Cloncurry field. The fact is, they
have been reduced to a minimum rate
less than that obtaining for labouring
work on the North Coast, where the
cost of living is 50 per cent. lower. You
will readily understand that this, coupled
with the many disadvantages which are
unavoidable in these distant bush camps,
make their burden great. It will pro-
bably be said that metal prices are very
low, but an investigation would probably
show that the effective wage in this case
is the lowest in the State.

“We therefore suggest for your con-
sideration an immediate repeal of the
Order in Council gazetted on the 1lth
September, 1930, and renewed again on
11th September, 1921, which deprived
these workers of their award and the
right of access to the Arbitration Court,
lewving them the barbarous strike weapon
as the only mecans of redressing their
grievances.”’

The Premicr replied to that letter under
date 3rd instant, as follows:—

““Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of
the 2nd instant, I desire to inform you
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that I regret exceedingly the rccent occur-
rences in connection with the dispute at
the Mount Oxide, Dobbyn, and Orphan
copper mines in the Cloncurry district.
I fully recognise that hardships are being
suffered. The cancellation of the Order
in Council in question, however, would
not improve the position, as at present
metal prices it would result in the closure
of these mines, and probably other mines
in Queensland. I do not consider it
advisable, therefore to comply with your
request at present.”’

With reference to the DPremicr’s state-
ment as to the cost of ore, it is inferesting
to note that in September, when this dispute
first took place, the average price of copper,
with exchange added, was £46 18+ per ton,
whereas for the month of November the
average price, with exchange added, 1s £57
17s.—an increase of over £10 per ton. That
indicates that the increased price of copper
ever since this trouble commenced vould
have more than paid the extra few shillings
asked for by these men.

In reply to the Premier’s
Riordan wrote on 6th instant—

“Hon. A. E. Moore, Esq.,
“ Premier of Queensland, Brisbane.

“ Qir,—I have your letter and regret
that you cannot agree to open the way
to the Arbitration Court, which has
been closed against the workers in the
mining industry.

“The statement in your letter thatl
the cancellation of the Order in Council
would not improve the position and would
result in the closing of these mines and
probably other mines in Queensland
appears to me to be the reverse to what
has occurred. These mines are now
closed because there is no award and
no means of getting one.

“Up to the time of the dispute the
minimun: wage paid at Mouut Oxide
was 18s. 10d. per day. When R. Ahern
was working the Oxide on tribute, he
paid 20s. per «day. This was in 1928
and 1929, so you will see the wage had
already been reduced by 1s. 2d. per day
before the dispute took place. The
cost of living at Mount Oxide, on account
of its isolation from the railway, is
considerably higher than at Mount Isa.
This has always been recognised by the
employers at Mount Oxide, as they have
up to ihe time of this dispute paid at
least 2s. per day over the rates pre-
scribed by the award covering the call-
ing in the district. Now they ask the
men to accept a decrease of 3z 10d. per
day, which would bring themm down to
1. 8d. per day below the Mount Isa
rate. The minimum award rate at
Mount Isa at present is 16s. 8d. per day.

“T would ask that you give this matter
further consideration, having in mind
that the basic wagce for Townsville is
£4 4s. per week, and for the Cloncurry
district £4 11z, The wage now offering
at Mount Oxide is £4 2s. 6d. The cost
of living at Oxide, according to invoices
in my possession, 1s at least 50 per cent.
higher than Townsville, and approxi-
mately 25 per cent. higher than Clon-
curry. You will readily realise the in-
iustice under which the men in this
dispute are suffering. Might I suggest,
if you are still opposed to the above,

letter, Mr.
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that you arrange for the intervention
by the Arbitration Court to bring about
a settlement of this dispute.
“Yours faithfully,
“(8gd.) W. J. RIORDAN,
“ Branch Secretary.
‘““6th November, 1931.”

If the Premier was sincere in his «ffort
to get these men back to work, he would
at least have wused his influence to have
the matter settled either by the Industrial
Court or by the industrial magistrate.

The PREMIER :
has no power.

Mr. A. JONES: No. The Government
toolk that power away from the industrial
magistrate when they suspended the award.
Mr. Riordan’s point is that the Government
should repeal the Order in Council which
was gazetted on 1lth November, 1930, in
order to give these men an opportunity
to have their casc satisfactorily settled by
the Industrial Court. That is a fair attitude
to adopt. As an industrial organisation.
the Australian Workers’ Union has always
stood for arbitration, which is the policy
also of the Australian Labour Party; there-
fore. when we ask the Premier to give
these men access to the Industrial Court,
we are only asking the hon. gentleman
to do something which is right and proper,
and in accordance with the policy upon which
the present Government were elected.

Mr. OKEEFE (Cairns) [9.5]: T desire to
take another five minutes to reply to certain
statements made by the Secretary for Mines
in regard to Chillagoe. I will read an
extract from a letter which I received from
these people—

“ Of course, the Minister must wriggle
out of it by telling lies.”

The TEMPORARY CTHAIRMAN: Order!
The term is unparliamentary.

The industrial magistrate

Mr. O'KEEFE: I am ouly quoting from
this letter.

The TEMPORARY CHAIEMAN: The
hon. member must withdraw it.

Mr., OKEEFE :

continues—

I swithdraw. The letter

“ The Minister was right re our appli-
cation date and our case being set down
for hearing on 23rd September. But our
case was not heard on the 23rd. It was
rostponed until the return of the warden,
which was on 6th October. Arnother
thing you could have told the Minister
is that the objection lodged was wnot
lodged until 24th September, which was
the day after the case was postponed.”

That was the day the court adjourned.
The warden was going out of Chillagoe
when the brother of the Secretary for Mines
lodged an objection. He did not lodge any
objection until the day after the court
adjourned, and the court case was heard
on 6th October. At that court ome of the
principale invited the warden to proceed
to the Jand in question. The objection was
that he was taking the only permanent
water on the land. The warden agreed to
visit the land, and the whole party, includ-
ing those invelved in the application, the
Minister’s hrother, and the warden, motored
out to the spot, and found that there was
not sufficient water in what was the per-
manent waterhole, as the Minister's brother
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stated, to put in their whisky. One can
imagine, therefore, that there was very
little argument in regard to permancnt water.
The warden recognised this, because he
stated at the time that he must recom-
mend the application, and he said, ‘T
would advise you, Mr. Atherton, to with-
draw.” After getting in a very bad temper,
Mr. Atherton said, “ If you are going to
recommend it, I don’t want to bring my
brother into the dispute, so I will with-
draw.” The Minister advised me to keep
on the straight path, and I now advise him
to keep on the straight path. I say that
preference was given to Jurd and party to
take up as mining homesteads a certain
area that was not allowed to other appli-
cants. The portion of land that was recom-
mended by the warden, on the advice of
the Secretary for Mines, was objected to
by the Secretary for Public Lands, as he
wanted the area set aside for agricultural
purposes; and the Secretary for Mines used
his influence with the Secretary for Public
Lands to get the land granted to Jurd and
party. I say the Government did not play
the game with these applications. 1 want
to advise the Minister also that at no time
did I ever steal a beast, and at no time
did T ever burn my preperty down.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Mr. Fry, I rise to a point of order. The
remarks of the hon. member insinuate that
the Secrctary for Mines is guilty of a crime,
and I ask that the hon. member be made
to withdraw.

MMr. OKEREFE: I did not say that.

The NuCRETARY FOR I’UBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You did not say it, but you insinuated it.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: As it
appears to me to be an accusation by sug-
gestion, 1 ask the hon. member to with-
draw it.

Mr. OKEEFLE: If members of the Go-
viornment Party want me to say  that the
Minister did stesl a beast, I shall do so
and then withdraw,

The SECRETARY 1OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What is the infercnce?

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN:

the hon. member to withdraw.
Mr. OKERFE: I want to be fair.
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: T as
the hon. member to withdraw. That is m
ruling.

Mr., OKEEFE: I shall have to say it
before withdrawing it. Do you want me
to say that the Minister stole a hullock
and did burn down his property? I do
say that, and now I withdraw 1t.

Mr. BRUCE (Kennedy) [9.11]: The hon.
mewmber for Gympie in speaking on this
question had a loi to say in respect to
prospecting.  In the early days it was
largely the finding of alluvial gold on the
surfase or in recfs that came to the surface
that enabled people to secure gold in the
lorge quantitics in which it was secured in
the boom days. Nobody doubts that there
is still any amount of gold in Queensland:
but, if the rcefs do not come within 20 feet
of the surface. it is going to be much more
diffcult to discover gold to-day than it was
in the early days of prospecting in Aus-
tralia. There is no doubt that gold still
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exists in larger quantitics than has ever been
taken out, but no system has yet been
discovered whereby we can find a lode if it
is several feet under the earth. Geologists
can give a general idea of the geological
conditions which would lead one to believe
that gold is likely to be found in a par-
ticular locality. Geologists, even after they
see a mine opened up, always go on the
safe side, and wait until there is a pretty
fair return from the field before they declare
in favour of the field.

Reference was also made by the hon. mem-
ber for Gympie to Mount Morgan, which
paid £9,000,000 in dividends to the share-
holders; but the conditions of the miners
were not improved in any degree. They
then received a very low wage and worked
under rotten conditions. The bulk of the
money went to the sharcholders; and, after
the richest ore was worked out and a low-
grade ore left, the miners were asked to
accept a reduction in their wages and condi-
tions. The Labour Government came to their
assistance by giving the company great
reductions on the rallways in return for the
retention of the men at their usual rates of
pay. It will be most difficult to treat low-
grade ores until a new process has been
discovercd for the treatment at a profit of
the low-grade ores at Mount Morgan.

Statements have been made with regard to
the check inspector who was stationed ut
Townsville. Prior to the closing down of the
mines at Cloncurry that check inspector lived
in Charters Towers, and was continually
going round the mining district of Cloncurry.
Later on, when mining slumped in the far
North and West of Queensland, he was
stationed at Townsville, whence he visited
the Northern mines, returned to Townsville
and stopped three or four days, and then
went to Cloncurry. He made a sontinuous
round of the mines. I was working at Mount
Cuthbert when the check inspector was
visiting tlie district. The company welcomed
and appreciated the appointinent of a check
inspector. I have definite cascs in which the
check inspector prevented indusirial trouble
on the job. I do not think the.same spirit
has departed from the West yet, If we
negotiated with the company in regard to a
reasonable request, and the company did not
meet us, we went on strike, and generally
got what we wanted. The check inspector
used to attend the union meetings. Perhaps
the matter of a defective rope in the main
shaft would be brought up. The check
inspector would sce the mine manager, and
say, ‘“We will have an inspection of this
rope, and it may be condemned.” The
manager mizht say that they could not get
a rope within a certain time. The men might
want to go on strike, but the inspector would
say, “You can’t get a mnew rope for a
couple of weeks and the present rope will
probably carry on in safety until 2 new rope
is obtained.” There was instancs after
instance where the check inspector kept the
balance between the men and the manager.
The check inspector would go into a hot end,
and, when there was a dispute as to the
degree of humidity—we had a six-hour shift—
over g certain degree of humidity, the
check inspector would take a careful Ohork
of the humidity on a nuwmber of oceasions
and decide one wayv or the other. He
did wonderful work. We employ inspectors
to see that producers get a proper return
for their produce, and we provide for
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inspection in  regard to wool, timber,
and other commodities, If the Govern.

ment can afford that cxpense, surely they
can afford the expense necessary for the
purpose of protecting the lives of men
engaged in mining, which is a dangerous
occupation? When the present Government
came into power they could not dismiss those
check inspectors, but they reduced their wages
to 16s. per week, and automatically the men
had to retire. That was the most ignominious
thing that could have been done.

The Minister mentioned something in refer-
ence to bucket dredging and the putting up
of a certain amount of cash by a company
going in for a concession. Recently [
visited the North and met = dredging
master whom I had known in Victoria, where
dredging was a successful form of mining.
One man, P. W. Tewkesbury, got control
of a number of dredges and paid £1,000,000
into the bank as a result of bucket dlede'xﬂr
in the north-eastern districts of Victoria. He
told me that during the old tin-scratching
days at Mount Garnet the tin had been taken
from the surface, but there was an excellent
run of tin at the 50-ft. level, and that, if a
suitable dredge could be obtained for “work
at that level, a big return would be obtained.
Unfortunately, a second-hand dredge was
chbtained from the South, and it proved
unsuitable for the work. P1ope1lv conducted,
the dredging system offers a greater return
than the reefing system in Queensland to-day.
The Batavia River field is easily the l)esf
field operating in Queensland to-day, and is
entitled to all the assistance possible from
the Government.

The Minister referred to certain accidents
at Mount Isa. Twelve months ago we
~prmally asked the Minister to take certain
precautions in the mining industry, particu-
larly to see that certificated engine-drivers
were placed in charge of winding machinery
operating over the heads of the men, but
e were told that it was not necessary. The
Queensland “ Government Mining Journal ”
reports deaths from accident of a number of
men who were killed in the main shaft.
Some have met their death by coming in
contact with electric wires carrying up to
400 volts and unprotected. The inspmtor’s
report for Decembor last states—

“ A blasting accident occurred af
Mount Isa Mines, Limited, Davidson's

shaft No. 4 north level, on 12th Decem-
ber. A round of twenty holes was being
fired out by L. Kerr and L. Coffey.
accompanied by the shift boss, Dave
Paulett, and the platman, €. Crammond.
From the evidence to haud, it seems that
the holes were lit in the usual way and
the men started off towards the shafr,
and had only gone half a dozen yards
when a charge exploded. The concus-
sion knocked the men down, and fiying
rocks inflicted injuries which necessitated
the removal of all four men to the hos-
pital. The injuries were not very serious,
fortunately, and the’injured men should
soon be at work again.

“On the 2nd December two miners
named W. Hocking and J. Byers suffered
temporary asphyxiation through inhaling
the fumes of burnt explosive, 1n the level
being driven from the bottom of No. 46
shaft. More than an hour elapsed
between the time of firing and returning
to work, but it seems that the fumes
were Imprisoned in the mullock, and
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while the men were shovelling the fumes
were liberated, with the above result.

“Two other accidents were reported
from the construction works, but were
of a minor nature only.”

The report for February states—

“On the 17th January J. Tennant,
pumpman at Lawlor’s shaft, Mount Isa
Mines, Limited, had his leg broken in
two places- through being dragged off a
stage in the shaft while pulling a suction
hose, and fell 20 feet.

“ Eight smaller accidents were also
reported from Mount Isa, but were of a
minor nature only.”

The report for March states—

“ Fourteen accidents were reported
during February. Thirtcen were of a
minor nature, but one proved fatal.
This occurred to a pipefitter named
James Walter Neil at the main haulage
shaft, Mount Isa Mines, Limited, on the
19th February. At the time of the
accident Neil and his son and a miner
named Berry were preparing to couple
up a 4-inch pipe in the pump chamber,
at a point 372 feet from the surface,
*\Tml was unloosening the yoke on a
Z-inch pipe, standing on the stage, when,
without warning, the bearers collapsed
and Neil was precipitated down the shaft
a distance of approximately a hundred
feot. Death was practically instantane-
ous. Hix son and his working mate
could offer no explanation as to what
caused the collap% An inquiry will be
held in due course.’

1f the regulations had been carried out and
the proper scaffolding had been erected, that
life would not have been lost. The April
report states—

¢ Thirty minor accidents were reported
from Mount Isa Mines, Limited, mostly
from the c¢onstruction department

“ An inquiry was held at the court
house, Mount Isa, on the 26th March,
bﬂfo“e the warden and four expcrlenced
miners, into the cause and circumstances

ying a fatal accident which befel

Walter Neil while fitting pipes in

main haulage shaft, Mount Isa
Mines, Limited, on 19th February last.
Four witnesses were examined, but the
evidence tendered was of too indefinite
a nature to enable the court to return
a satisfactory verdict. The * finding’
was practically to that effect.”

The June report statos—

“An accident accompanied with fatal
results occurred at Mount Isa construction
works, Mount Isa Mines, Limited, on
the 5th ultimo, to a rlgger named Balzer
Arnesen, but better known locally as
Johann  Olsen. The deceased = was
employed at the new power-house, in
course of ervection, on the date referred
to, and at about 9 a.m. was in the act
of passing a manila rope round a girder
to_his mate above when his arm touched
a live wire carrying current to a travel-
ling crane at a pressure of 440 volts.
The shoe Ik, in all probability, caused him
to fall from the place where he was
standing to the floor beneath, a distance
of appxowmatelv 33 feet, frac’rurmcr the
ba\e of his skull, from which he d*ed a
few minutos afterwards. An inquiry is
to be held. A number of minor accidents
were also reported.”

[11 NoveEMBE:.)
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Here we find that men are compelled to
work amongst live wires carrying up to
400 volts. These men were killed because
the Government permitted the suspension of
the regulations relating to mining operations.

The “ Queensland Government Mining
Journal” of the 15th  August, 1930,
reported—

‘“ A serious accident occurred at the
main haulage shaft, Mount Isa Mines
Limited, on the 8th instant, whereby
three miners named respectivels Robert
Williams, William Henry La Frentz, and
Henry Schramm were seriously injured.
the lastnamed succumibing to his injuries
about seven }‘oura later. Four other men
were WOI‘LIHO in the shaft at the time

Ty esough to escape injury.
vertical and, at the time
was 48% feet deep, and
was in process of sinking. Operations
had been resumed a dmy or two prior
to the occurrence of the accident and.
on the date refsrred to, at about 5 p.m..
a bucket of mullock was sent to the
surface, In the wusual manner, to be
tipped 1nt0 a hopper adjoining thc brace.
The engine-driver hauled the bucket

above the movable door and the brace-
man attached the tailrope but forgot to
close the door over the shaft before
giving the signal to the driver to lower;
and the driv er, not noticing the position
of the door, tipped the bucket of mullock
into the shaft, seriously injuring the
three men referred to. At the inquiry
which was held at the Court House,
Mount Isa, on the 30th instant, the court
found that the accident was caused
through the braceman unconsciously
om]ttmw to close the door of the bracs
before giving the sign to the er*r‘moA
driver to tip the bucket. They also
noted that * had the engine-driver becn
more observant at the time the accident
could have been averted.””
It is necessary that certificated men should
be engaged in hauling material over the
heads of men working in a sheft. Seven or
eight men have been killed while working
in the Mount Iss main shafts. At the time
vwhen the Government were introducing an
amendment of the Mining Act last year, I
said that the Government were potential
murderers if they allowed uncertificated men
to take charge of winding gear, and a num-
ber of deaths have occurred from this causa.
I have quoted to-night where three or four
men have been killed through coming into
contact with unprotected live wires. It is
the duty of the Government to protect the
lives of miners and those working about
mines by insisting that certificated men shall
cperate the Y)la.nt

Ths Secretary for Mines made some com-
parison in connection with the pcrcentag:
of accidents on the Cloneurry field last vear
and previous years; but he mmlookec the
fact that, during the time the Mount Elliott
mine was Wml\mg over 920 men were
engaged, and the company had only & small
percentsge of deaths. It was a ore diffi-
cult mine to work than the Mount Isa, mine.
One hon. member referred to the “ glory
hole ™’ -Watem of mining carr ied out at Mount
Isd The “glory hole,” or rilling system,

was introduced into the Mount Elliott mine
Lw Mr. Strechs, and, if the shareholders in
that company knew how many thousand
tons of hirh-grade ore was lost thereby, they

M. Bruce.]
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would be verv much incensed. The system
was inaugurated at No. 3 level, and it eventu-
ally cut through into No. 1 level. The
Mount Elliott mine had a very good record
as regards accidents up to the introduc-
tion of this system; but many miners were
afterwards killed through inadequate timber-
ing. Any hon. member can realise that men
WOlklng in a big open space as large as this
Chamber would not know how the country
at the back was hanging. No matter how
careful a miner was when working on a
temporary framework, he would not know
whether the country at the bark of the
“ glory hole” was loose or otherwise,

The SecrzraRY ¥OR MINES: The me~ at
Mount Isa work from the surface dowr

Mr. BRUCE: I would call that an open-
cut. The open-cut system was a different
system of mining altogether. The early gold-
fields of Australia really established the
population of Australia, and brought here
an. adventurous crowd of people of whom
we are all proud. They are the forefathers
of our present race.

The initial difficulty of the Government
was that no member in their ranks possessed
practical experience in mining. 1 will not
say there were not members who had prac-
tical experience in exploiting miners, or
putting in their money to make money out
of mining.

The Government selected the present occu-
pant of the position as Secretary for Mines.
That was rather unfortunate for both Queens-
land as a State and the Government as a
Government, because, while the hon. gentle-
man had excellent credentials for many other
positions—perhaps for the abattoirs or some-
thing of that sort—he had no credentials
whatever as Secretary for Mines, although
I will give him this credit, that he has
improved since the fivst session of this Par-
liament, but a lot of trouble has been
caused by the fact that he has received
advice, perhaps in good faith, from pecple
who want to exploit the mining industry.
He hax admitted that the granting of con-
ce<<1011s to certain mining companies and
concessionaires has been a failure because
they did not carry out their promiscs. and
that in future no further concessions will be
granted until the applicants prove their bona
fides. Iike the prodigal son. the Minister
expects us to fall on his neck because he has
altered his opinion and that in future conces-
=ionaires will have to produce proof as to
their bona fides. He admits fraukly that
the concessions have been a failure.

We have another prophet in Sir Edward
Macartney, who said, It is not concessions
you want in order {o foster the mining
industry, you want u Legislative Council.”
He differs entirely from the Secretary for
Mines, Last night the Government Party
held # meeting and decided on the appoint-
ment of a Legislative Counecil. I warn
them to be careful of the ¢ go-getters.” If
a Legislative Council will improve the min-
ing industry to such an extent, then it is
only logical to argue that we should go on
appomhng Legislative Councils one after
the other.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order !
This is not a discussion on the Legislative
Council.

Mr., BRUCE: But it is stated that the
appointment of a Legislative Council will
bring capital into this State for mining

[Mr. Bruce.
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purposes. I submit that we want to assist
the Llinister to get this capital as quickly
as we can. 1 merely warn the Minister
dnd his colleagues to be careful of these

‘ go-getters ”  in the Legislative Council,
because, once a Legislative Council is
appointed, it will not be possible to get
square with them, as the Government did
with the other ¢ go-getters’” by withdraw-
ing their concession. The Government will
ke well in the pool. I am afraid that is
what is going to happen. The question is:
Who is right? The Minister says the con-
cessions will bring money to foster the
mining industry. On the other hand, the
Premier asserts, after a private Lomelsatlon
with Sir Edward Macartney, that it is
necessary to appoint a Legislative Council
in order to attract capital for mining pur-
poses.

The Se¢RETAEY FOR MINES :
right.

Mr. BRUCE: It is difficult to reconcile
these statements. The Minister has been
honest—strangely so for him—in admitting
that the concession system has f{ailed.

The SECRETARY FOR MiNgs: I did not say
that.

Mr. BRUCE:
that these concessions
hands of ¢ go-getters.”

The SEomreTsRY FOR Mines: I said they
had not come up to expectations.

Mr. BRUCE: Quite a lot has been said
about prospecting, but the granting of thesc
concessions resiricted the operations of
prospecting.

The question so ably dealt with by the
hon. member for Burke in regard to the
trouble at Mount Oxide is one on which
I hope the Minister has some mowledﬂe
I hope the hon. gentleman kmows the locahty
vo that he will appreciate what the con-
ditions are like. The Government removed
these men from ihe Industrial Court, and
gave them no_option but to take direct
action. JImmediately the hon. member for
Burke brought up the matter of cost of
living on these mines per medium of
a question, the Government should have
sent the Commissioner of Prices to Mount
Oxide. They should not have allowed the
tributors, who are really only agents for
the Chillugoe Smelters, to reduce the wages
of thesr men and to charge them 50 per
cent. more than the correct ameount for their
foodstuifs. As soon as the men refused
these conditions, the Government tried to
gct men to “scab’ at these mines, and

That is quite

The hon. gentleman said
had got into the

¢

sent a team of police to Mount Oxide.
The men resisted at the time; but. when
more police were sent, the miners were

evenitually arrested and charged—nob with
onc offence, but with two or three offences,
Just as though they were desperate crim-
inals. Ono miner was charged with tamng
& gun away from a mine protector, whose
name showed that. while he migh‘c have
originally hailed from the Continent, he
had recently come from Chicago. He was
a gangster emploved by the owners of the
mine as a mine protector. Thev did have
men locking after the mines <when they
were closed up—quite decent, genial people,
who lived on the place. I will guarantee
that the Minister cannot pronounce the
name of the person who produced a gun
from his pocket and then found onc of the
miners taking it from him. Every possible
charge was laid against these me=
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Mr. HYNES (Townsville) [9.36]: Anyone
who has any knowledge or association with
the mining industry knows full well that
check inspectors performed a very useful ser-
vice in the way of protecting the lives and
limb: of the workers in the mining indus-
try. There is no doubt that this work was
carried cut comscientiously by the mining
inspectors.  The Minister admits that, in
order to dispense with the services of the
check inspectors, he resorted to the subter-
fuge of reducing their wages. That was not
a manly thing for any person in such a
high position to do to men who had given
good service to the State for many years
past.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
necessity for the job.

Mr. HYNES: If there was no necessity
for the job, the Minister should have had
the courage to say so, and have dispensed
with their scrvices in the ordinary way.
There was work for theze men, and it has
been amply demonstrated this evening that,
as a result of the withdrawal of these
men, there have been more fatal accidents
and more miners injured in the perform:-
ance of their work than was the case pre-
viously. I know Mr. Wilson very well
He is & man who had considerable experi-
ence as a practical miner. He also had
considerable cxperience as an industrial
organiser in the mining industry; and there
was no one better qualified to act in the
capacity of check inspector than he. It has
been said that this man was stationed at
Townsville. That is not correct, because
most of his time was spent in travelling about
North Queensland. He would go to the
Cairns hinterland, and then out as far as
Mount I¥sa and Cloncurry.
man personally, and had almost weekly
communications from him; and I know that
he was away most of the time. He was
what might be called an itinerant inspector.
Although his home was established in Towns-
ville, that was not veallv his place of
residence, because he spent nearly the whole
of hiz time travelling round the North,
performing his duties in a conscientious way.

The 3Minister stated that the system of
being able to appoint a man on the job to
do the check inspecting was a much better
one. There is nothing new in that, as the
system was in operation under the Labour
regime, and the Minister cannot take any
kudos for that state of offairs. It was also
necessary to have an inspector who was not
dependent on the cmployer for his liveli-
hood, and who could conscientiously and
fearlessly carry out the inspection. In most
cases decent employers welcomed a visit
frem Mr. Wilson or any other check inspec-
tor. The presence of the inspector in many
cases was instrumental in preserving indus-
trial peace, because he was a man with a
fair amount of discretion, and a vast know-
ledge of industrial affairs, particularly in
regard to mining. He was often able to
arbitrate on small disputes, and give advice
both to the men and the managers of the
mines, which invariably resulted in industrial
peace being preserved; therefore, it was
unwize for the Government to dispense with
the :orvices of these check inspectors.

The Minister stated that the fact of doing
away with the concessions on the railways in
connection with the consignment of ore from
Cloncurry to Townsville was instrumental in
more men being emploved in the State by

There was no
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reason of the fact that that orc was diverted
to Chillagoe. According to the figures given
by the Secretary for Railways this morning,
the quantity of ore trucked from Cloncurry
to Townsville in the undermentioned years
was—

Tons.
1928 10,630
1929 15,628
1930 ... ... 11,108
1931 430

It is only 430 tons in 1931, because in the
meantime a large amount of that ore has
been diverted to the Chillagoe smelters in
order to keep the Secretary for Mines in his
job—and make his seat comfortable for him.
If the Minister’s statement that this altered
policy was instrumental in giving work to
more men in the industry is correct, that
would be reflected in having an increased
amount of ore trucked from Cloncurry to
Chillagoe; but the total quantity of ore
trucked from Cloncurry to Chillagoe in 1931
is 10,982 tons, or 5000 tons less than was
trucked to Townsville in 1929, showing that
there have been fewer men employed. Is it
not logical to assume that, if there was less
ore produced in the year mentioned by me,
there were fewer men employed in the indus-
try? Still the Minister hes the temerity to
try to mislead the Committee by saying that
the policy of the Government in giving con-
cessions to these people who are trucking
their ore from Cloncurry to Chillagoe has
been instrumental in finding more work for
those engaged in the industry.

In addition to the men who were working
at the Chillagoe smelters under the Labour
regime, there were 550 men also employed in
other directions. It should have been the job
of the Government to encourage the produc-
tion of ore in the Chillagoe district, but they
have done nothing in that connection. Is
it a sound and economical proposition
to take ore from Cloncurry to Chillagoe to
keep the men going who are working on
the smelters, when there is an abundance of
ore in that particular district if only
encouragement is ‘given to its development
and opening up? Under the administration
of this Government there have been fawer
men employed in the production of ore in
North Queensland than was the case under
the Labour regime; and under the condi-
tions that we have referred to men who were
consigning ore from Cloncurry to Townsville
had a concession in regard to the rate of
carriage. 'That is the logic of the figures
which were presented by the Secretary for
Railways to Parliament to-day. They prove
conclusively that the Secretary for Mines was
incorrect when he made the statement that
there are more men employed under the new
policy of the Government than was the case
under the Labour regime.

I want to make some reference to the issu-
ing of the Order in Council which was instru-
mental in bringing about such dislocation in
the Cloncurry district in connection with ore
production. At the time the Government
indicated that they intended to suspend all
awards in the metalliferous mining industry
with the exception of silver-lcad, I forecast
that there would be trouble. When you take
away from men the right of any redress other
than direct action, they are forced to resort
to direct action as a means of preserving
their standard of living and fighting for what
they have won in the past.

Mr. Hynes.]
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That is exactly the posmon at Mount
Oxide. I am an executive officer of the
Australian Workers’ Union, and I am con-
versant with the facts rehtmg to the disloca-
tion of industry in those districts.  The
Government are wholly responsible for the
position that obtains to-day. They claimed
that, if the awards were suspended, low- gradc
p10p051t10ns would be developed; but I am
prepared to ray that there are no more men
working to-day in the mining industry than
was the case when the awards were in
operation. Is it a fair thing to ask men
to go down into the bowels of the earth to
sugzge in one of the most obnoxious and
ons of the most dangerous occupations at
less than the wage paid surface workers
covered by awards, particularly in view of
the fact that the cost of living in these
areas is from 25 per cent. to 50 per cent.
higher than in ccastal districts? These men
had some justification for endeavouring to
preserve Jvhat they considered, and what 1
consider, iz their right—a decent wage to
enable them to maintain themselves, their
wives, and families in decency and comfort,
That is all these men have been guilty of.
They were not overpaid, because in some
other instances higher wages were paid. The
hon. member for Burke has quoted the cost
of commodities in this area. showing that
the cost of living is 25 per ceut. higher than
at Cloncurry and 50 per cent. higher than at
Townsville. These men were asked to work
in the bowels of the earth at a lower rate
than was awarded by the Industrial Court
to workers in Townsville. That is an injus-
tice; and is it any wonder that men in such
a pmltlon take the only course open to
them in order to preserve their living stan-
dards and their rights? Direct action is the
only thing left open to them. When the
Government suggested that the metalliferous
mining award and other awards should be
suspended, I pointed out that trouble would
arise. The union of which I have the honour
to be an executive officer has, in season and

out of season, advocated constitutional
action. We have pinned our faith to arbitra-
tion; and the decent emplorers of Queens-

Jand will admit that the Australian Workers’
TUnion has at all times stood four-square
for the policy of arbitration.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
the strikers?

Mr. HYNES: These men have been re-
moved from the protection of the Industrial
Court. If they had struck against a reduc-
tion in wages awarded by the Industrial
Court, then the Australian Workers’ Union
could not consistently get behind them,
The policy of the Australian Workers’ Union
would be to enforce the decision of the
court. The union was prepaved to adminis-
ter the award even if 1t was unpopular, as
they did in the case of the pastoral award.
There they went out into the pastoral dis-
tricts and enforced the award because it was
an award of an industrial tribunal. This
is a case where the men had no voice in
cormoctlon with the reduction of their wages,
vhi (-n was arbitrarily brought abeut by their
employer taking 1dxantnge of the action
of the Govemment in gazetting the metal-
Itferous miners out of the Industrial Court.
He said to them, “I am going to reduce
vour wages 10 per cent., or there will be
no work for you. That is getting back
to the law of the jungle. Such a position
bias been brought about in this State by the
policy of the Government in taking workers

[Mr. Hynes.

Are you behind

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

away from the protection of the Industrial
Court. That spirit of revolt is being fostered
by the action of the Government. These
men had no other way of conr‘bmtmg the
nefarious designs of their employer on their
living standards but by adopting direet
action. It is the policy of the Government
that has brought about the unfortunate posi-
iion ewisting at Mount Oxide. I hope that
this position will act as a warning to the
Government. The Australian Workers’ Union
wrote to the Premier in a conciliatory
imanner pointing out that it was his bounden
duty to do something to bring about =a
rapprochement between the two {factions;
but the Premier replied that, if he did can-
cel the Order in Council which had been
issued =uspending the awards, it would have
the effect of throwing more men out of work.

The SecreTARY For Mriues: That is quite
true.

Mr. HYNES: Can the hon. gentleman
give me a specific instance where more men
are being employed as a result of the

cancellation of the mectalliferous mining
award?
The SucrRETARY FOR MInEs: I gave you some

information on that point this afternoon.

Mr. HYNES: Even at the eleventh hour I
appeal to the Premier to cancel the Order
in Council.

At 9.55 p.m.,

The TEWTPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
Under the provisions of Sessional Orders
passed by the House on 22nd July and Tth
October, I shall dow leave the chair and
make my report to the House.

The House resumed.

The TE%PORARY
progress.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 9.57 p.m.

CHAIRMAN  reported





