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WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER, 1931. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. C. Taylor, TVinJsor) 
took the chair at ·2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIOKS. 

PROBABLE APPO!);T}!E"T TO TRANSPORT BoARD. 

Mr. DUJ'\LOP (Rockhampton) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

" Is there any truth in the strong 
rumour that, "·hen the transport board 
is appointed after the necessary Bill goes 
throu;:d1 ParliamPnt. a highly paid rail­
way official at present occupying a very 
resronsible position in Brisbane, and who 
I understand is due to retire next year 
on account of the age limit, is likely to 
be one of those appointed to this board? 
If eo, is this fair to other highly paid 
and very competent railway officials, 

Mr . .iJtlaxwell.] 



1598 Questions. [ASSE:'IlBLY.] Que8t'ons. 

who have h~d to retire although quite 
~apable of carrying out their duties for 
some tilne to come? '' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, Murilla) r.0plied-

" When the Transport Bill is presented 
to Parliament, the hen. member will 
have an opportunity of acquainting him­
self with the details of the proposaL" 

CHIEF ATTEXDANT AT 1'IEXTAL HosPITAL, 
W ILLOWBURN. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockharnpton) asked the 
Home Secretary-

" Is the chief attendant at the Mental 
Hospital, Willowburn, o:er t~e age li.mit, 
and is it a fact that he 1s bemg retamed 
at a considerably reduced salary and 
gets reappointed to such position some­
thing like every six months? " 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Peterson, N ormanby) replied-

" The chief attendant of the \Yillow­
burn Mental Hospital is over sixty-five 
years of agfl, and is being cont~nued in 
his employment under the prov1s:ons of 
Bections 24 and 25 of ' The Pubhc Ser­
vice Acts, 1922 to 1924.' " 

REPORT IN RE LEAD POISONING AT MOUNT !sA. 

Mr. MULLAN (Ji'linders) : I desire to ask 
the Secretary for Mines wheth~r he h':s an 
answer to the following questwn, whiCh I 
addressed to him on 21st October :-

" Has any report or information of 
any kind reached his department in 
reference to lead poisoning or plumbism 
at Mount Isa? If so, will he state how 
many men have been affected by this 
disease since the commencement of 
operations there?" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
E. A. Atherton, Ghillagoe) replied-

" The departmm't has been kept fully 
informed regarding leading or plumbism 
occurring at ::Vfount Isa. Cond1t1ons 
resulting in men being affected by lead 
haYe had to be met and dealt with in 
all new works dealing with lead ore 
or lead products, and the likelihood of 
such conditions arising at Mount Isa 
has been fully recognised. Regulations 
now in force provide that a detailed 
record of anv cases of nlumbism occur­
ring must be furnished- to the depart­
ment each month, with full information 
as to the particular occupation of the 
man or men affected, and other neces­
sary particulars as to the nature of each 
case. The c.hief cause of the cases of 
plumbism ha·s been the escape of dust 
in sintering and smelting while getting 
these processes into normal operation in 
the new plant. The number of cases 
of plumbism treated at Mount Isa from 
1st J ui;y to 17th October was sixty-eight, 
of which seventeen were recurrent. Fifty­
one men, therefore, were affected in the 
period stated. None were serious cases.'' 

CcsT OF ROYAl, CO}DIISSIONS APPOINTED BY 
MooRE GovERN}!ENT. 

Mr. HYNES (Townsrille): I desire to ask 
the Premier whether he has an answer to 
the following questions, which I addressed 
to him on 23rd September:-

1. What is the number of RoyaL 
Commissions which have been 
appointed during the regime of the 
present Government? 

2. \Vhat expenditure has been 
incurred in connection with the activi· 
ties of each commission ? 

3. What has been the aggregate co;;t 
of all the Royal Commissions referred 
to in (1) ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. J'IIoore, 
A ubigny) replied-

" 1 to 3. In view of the numeroU3 
questions relative to the appointment of 
Royal Commissions and t.he cost thereof, 
I table for the information of hon. 
members details of the expenditure in­
curred under this heading during recent 
years-

Period during· 
which 

Commission 
mainly 

conducted , 
inquiries. 

Description of 
Commission. Expenditure 

£ s. d. 

Appointed by previous Government. 
1927-28 and Land Settlement .. 1 2,437, 5 8 

1928-29 Beef Cattle Industry . , ' 1,584 G 2 
Local Authorities . , I 3,308 18 6 
Brisbane Water Supply 1,459 3 7 
Mining Industry .. 1 4,269 4 3 

1----
Total £ : 13,058 13 2 

Appointed by present Government. 

1930-31 Rabbit and Dingo Pests 
1929-30 and 'I Racing . . . ·1 1,036 4 10 

1,650 3 3 
, and Stock Routes 
·1 Hospitals . . . . , 

*Mungana and Chilla- l 
I goe Affairs 1 

I
. *Development of North : 

Queensland I 
I *Death of Thomas i 
1 FIYnn i 
J Total £' 

957 11 
5,526 15 

168 15 

c -" 11 

9,985 1 

* Additional expenditure in connection with 
these three commissions since 30th June last 
totals £2,403 9s. 1d. 

Mn\ISTERS' EXPENSES, 1919-1931. 

g 
0 

0 

6 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) I desire to 
ask the Premier whether he has an answer 
to the following question, w hi eh I addressed 
to him on 19th August last:-

" \Vhat wa; the total amount of ex­
penses paid to each Cabinet Minister 
during the last ten years as far as the 
last Government was concerned, and 
what amount of expenses was paid to 
each Minister of the present Government 
up to the 30th June last ? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. Moore, 
A ubigny) replied-

" I table the information required." 



Minister. 

Hon. T. J.l~yan 
Hon. E. G. Theodore 

Ditto 

Hon. W. TJennon 
Hon. W. UilliPs 

Ditto 

Hun. A. J .. Tones 
Hun. J. l\fnllau 
Hon. J·. A. Filielly 

Uittu 
Ditto 

Hon. J. l,arcombe 
'Ditto 

Hun. W. lVIcCurmad< 
Hon. J. ffuxham 

MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1919-1920. 
~------- --~----~-----·-·--· . --------~ 

lVlmtsterS' Allow- I 
anccat£2 2s. per Hotel Expenses, Railway Car Hire. 

Department. 
day and ex- Private including Fares- [··· 

penses for which Secretaries' Private Private Incidentals. 
no details are Allowance. Secretaries' Secretaries' 

1 

Country. 
___________ , __ a;v_ailable. and Guests. , and Guests. ______ _ 

I £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. I £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
Premier's.. . .

1 

tHi2 11 4 23 15 0 239 18 1 11 5 0 206 2 8 131 17 0 
Premier's . . . 51 0 0 10 10 0 78 4 4 33 8 0 151 3 1 
Treasury .. .. .. .. 80 0 0 .. 14 14 7 

265 3 0 

Agriculture 
A!(riculturc 

4 4 0 
?.O:l fl G 30 19 0 \11 8 9 ]4~· 6 10 1 (ll) ;:14 o 1 6~· JO 3 

i Pr<:'lllit>r's .. i 
.. I 

I 
l\iinPR 
~Jnsi.i<'e 

T'rmnicr•R .. 
FUtilways .. 
'rreasury .. 

Railwn;yR .. 
Works 

Home 
Public Instruction 

f~C7 13 8 
HO 0 0 

11 11 0 
8 H 0 

GO 2 9 
:n 10 o 

U lG 0 

4 16 3 

4 10 0 
12 () 0 

19 2 JO 
J 11 7 () 

(c) 90 10 7 
:!3 7 0 
J9 1:l 1l 

24 0 6 
~!J 0 8 

(IJ) 102 9 10 

24 1 3 

1 2 11 

G~ 1G 
:Ri 1H 

37 14 
4\1 '1 

si 
gli 
3 
1 

10 R 8 
9 7 3 

67 1G 0 
49 I 0 

27 Hi 0 
2~ I 0 

17 1 0 
10 17 0 

26'n 0 

I 

9 15 0 

234 13 0 
13 ,, 0 

100 1G 4 
12 '1 [) 

10 14 9 

Hon. J. H. Coy ne 
nit tu 

I,ands .. 
Prmnicr'H . 0 

t329 1 2 
tlOG 10 10 

20G 1G 0 
31 10 0 

58 18 0 
3 15 0 

4G4 5 2 (b) 196 15 41 92 9 0 I 78 3 0 'I 393 12 (l 
. • . . . 23 0 9 .. 

___ _1_7 __ s~1 _>:!!i.~_ltl _ _a_l_£1,33_1_~_1376 16 4 --£747 i2-or-£7s913- ~~-- £1,037 2 4 

Hon. E. G. Theodore 

*Hun. J. Huxham 

l11ares and 
I Advances. 

New York and London. ·1 1,813 16 8 

New Zealand • . . .

1 

(d) 414 0 7 

£2,227 17 3 

MINISTEIUAL EXPENSES OVERSEAS. 

* Al'('Olup::mieU by Private Secretary. 
(a) Steamer fares. (b) Includes Steamer fares. (•;) Includes allowance to Private tlecretary, no details available. 
(d) Details not available. (e) Further expenditure in 1920-21 (for details of expenses, see 1920-21). 
t In some vunchers details of expenclitme h"d not been furniohed. 
t Details not available, vouchers have been destroyed. 

-·-----~---

Total. 

-----
£ s. d. 

9:C7 10 4 .(;) 

U99 5 11 :;; 
94 14 7 ~ 

794 0 G ~· 
13 19 0 "' 776 18 4 
13 5 u 

'?f!O :; 

so~ 4 I) 

·ll·l 4 7 
~ 

JSU 1 1 t-:.> 

U3 2 4 
en 

28 1 11 0 
:l31 5 4 

(') 
H 

106 2 11 
0 
b:J 

98 12 7 OJ 

'" ~04 15 () L.. 

329 1 2 
192 7 10 

1,48.9 19 0 
58 5 9 

1,548 4 (j 

_£00,354 16 ](j_ .(;) 
~ 

"' 
l(e) 1,H13 1G 

:?<. 
o· 

s ;:< 

~--~~.[-~~ "' 
1:2,2:n 17 3 

..... 
C,'t 
<0 
<0 



MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1920-1921. 
----------·-----~Mmisters'Allow­

ance at £2 2s. per 
day, and ex- Private 

------~---- ---~-------------------~-·--· 

Car Hire. 

Minister. 

Hon. E. G. 'l'heodore 

Hon. W. Gillies 
Ditto 

Hon .. J. A. l<'ihelly 
Ditto 

Hon. A. J .. Tones 
Hon. J. Mullan 
Hon. J. J,arcombe .. 
Hon. "\V. McCormack 
Hon. W. Forgan Smith 
Hon. J. Huxham .. 
Hon. J. H. Coync •. 

*Hon. E. G. 'l'heodore 

Department. lneidcntats. 
Country. 

l
penses for which Secretaries' 

no details are Allowance. Sr8rctaries' Secretaries' Country, Brisbane. 
available, and Guests. "-~ '"'""" 

I 
£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

, Premier's . . . . 97 10 0 24 15 0 110 11 1 ( 
I 

Prcn11er s . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I 

Agricult~ue , . . . 315 0 0 24 14 9 278 13 5 ( 

I 
1 Treasury . ~ 

Premier's .. 

Mines 
Justice .. 
J\ailways .. 
Home 

147 16 0 
2 5 0 

34 2 (j 

'[490 18 4 18 ~ 0 
176 R 0 1 !l 17 6 
~65 13 () 49 13 g 
2~~ 2 0 17 R !J 

I 
£ 8. d. I (a) 372 9 0 

89 19 1 

30 7 7 
RM <I I) :; 
so 14 :J 

£ 8. d. 
202 011 

132 0 0 .. 

449 17 " 

1~1 I.IJ I) 

6S 1 (l 
H~2 1:; (I 

(c) lll:i g u 
'v\'orks . . . . 
Public Instntction 

i .Lands 

128 2 o :)4 2 (j I '"' ""· 
186180 n6:;o 2771Dlll89lo6 1727·1 ~50J~t; 

£2,272 7 1-,--£313 15-oru.;;;;6-71o!--:£;w48\l--£886-~f>-4- -£~.79-i 11 " 

576 12 9 
75 13 1 

(J71 16 (j 

24:2 7 0 

1h~ 4 () 
{\ ~) 0 0 

0:.W 11 0 

l(jJ 0 " ~01 '1 \1 

I I 

231 0 0 22 1-l 9 .. (f) :<:; I 0 () I H 17 10 2 I 2 !l 7 

------.---------- ·-------,----- ·------,- ·----·--

l\UNISTI~RTAL J<JXPENfl:J<JS OV]JnSEAS. 

•. , New York and London .. I 
Travetling 

Allowances. 
(g) 1,007 15 0 

I 
---------· 

Hotels. Steamer FareR. 

749 17 7 1,100 10 10 

Railway Fares-.
1 

21916101 

Indrlcntal~. 

96.J .11 0 .. 
Less I paid in 1 \ll9-20 

• Accompanied by Under Secretary, Private SerTetary, and Attendant. tIn some vouchers details of expenditure had not been furnished. 

Total. 

---
£ s. d. 

1,454 19 6 

1,446 5 0 
75 13 1 

-----
1,521 18 1 

1,022 18 2 
1,158 0 7 
--~---

2,180 18 !J 

977 2 8 
HlO l 1 
'IRI 6 fi 
H7fi (\ 11 
:12·1 K r> 
7n:) fi K 

l ' ~~ ,-) ,'-; ., 
------~ 

Pai(l. 

£"1,0-!H ll :l 
l,SLl lfi IS 

,i''\:?,20 l-.t 

(a) Aeroplane flic:ht. (b) Stramer fares. (c) Includes steamer fares. (d) Includes incidentals. (e) Includr 'incidentals, car hire, etc., dct.aih not aYailal>l•·. 
(f) Btcamer and coach fares, (g) Inclttdcs aUowances to Under Secretary, Private Sccrctan·, and Attep.dant. 

.... 
0> 
0 
0 

<() 
;:: 

"' ~ 
<:;· 

~ 

~ w 
w rJ 
'-" 
"" b:l 
l"" 
1-"~ 
~ 

<() 
;:: 

~ .,.,, 
§ 

"' 



..... 
CD 

"" I 
"' 

Minister. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore 
Hon. W, Gillies 
Hon. J. A. l<'ihclly 
Hon. A. J. Jones 
Hon. J. Mullan 
Hon . . T. Larcomhe .. 
Hon. W. llfcCormack 
Hon. W. 1•'organ Smith 
Hon .• T. Huxham 
Hon. J. H. Coyne 

Minister. 

Hon. E. G. Thcodore 
Ditto 

Department. 

; Prmnicr's .. 
: Agriculture 

I 

n:easury .. 
Mines .. 
Justice .. 

I J~ailways .. 
'Home 
Works . . . . 
Public Instruct ion 

'Lando 

I 

MINISTBRS' EXPENSES, 1921-1922 . 
--------- ---

Ministers' I 1 '1 

Allowance at 1Hotel Expenses, I Railway Car Hire. 
£2 2s. per day Private including Fares- ~-----~-~~-------~--~ 
and expenses Secretaries' I Private , Private Incidentals. 1 

for which no Allowance. Secretaries' .

1

. Secretaries' C try I B 'sbane 
details are I and Guests. and Guests. oun · n " I 

available. , j I----

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. a. 1 £ 8. d. £ s. d. 
130 0 0 48 15 0 229 3 51 63 17 6 .. 349 16 3 , 673 18 6 , 1,495 10 R 
22n 16 o 21 15 n 291 1o 9 <a> 21 10 o 43 16 10 n 1 3 1 777 1s 8 I 1,46o 9 3 

• • <; 1!> o 301 17 7 1 15 3 2 1 6 21 15 o I 574 o o , 908 4 4 
t374 4 5 8 6 9 . . . . 56 7 6 351 11 6 790 10 2 

186 18 0 14 5 0 154 14 8 (a} 151 8 4 130 14 1 232 8 6 103 19 6 974 8 1 
191 2 0 34 2 6 ' 147 6 10 (a} 36 5 0 39 3 6 , 143 12 0 49 0 4 fi-10 12 2 
1q4 16 0 1712 fi (c) 167 1. 0 1712 2 ·(a) 19818 6 524 .1 6 1,110 1 8 
117 12 o 10 2 6 91 1 3 1 10 s 38 :1 4 i 76 6 ;, 51 n o :;gs 2 2 
182 14 o 25 2 6 s7 u 2 <b> 12 a o 49 12 4 I 110 16 o 234 " o 768 3 o 
136 10 0 43 2 6 86 (i 5 119 10 2 261 11 5 117 15 6 101 10 6 866 6 {i 

Total. 

£4D1 9 R 0 

(a) Includes steamer fares. (b) Steamer fares. (c) Includes incidentals. 

Department. 

.. 1 Premier•s . 

. . Treasury .. 

t In some vouchers details of expenditure had not been furnished. 

MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1922-1923. 

Ministers' 
Allowance at 
£2 2s. per day 
and expenses 
for which no 

details are 
available . 

Private 
Secretaries' 
Allowance. 

I Hotel Expenses.! 
I including 

I 
Private 

Secretaries' 
and Guests. 

Railway 
Farvs-=-
Private 

Secretaries' 
and Guests. 

£ 8. d. 
50 0 0 5~ .15 0 

£ 8. d.l £ .• . d. I £ 8- d. I 
257 10 7 (a} 255 0 0 

.. .. I 
1. 

Incidentals. 

£ s. d. 
188 () 2 

13 7 9 

Car Hire. 

Country. 

£ s. d. 
123 3 6 

Brisbane. 

£ 8. d. 
600 0 0 

6 0 0 

Total. 

£ 8. d. 
1,6,)0 9 3 

19 7 9 

1,549 17 () 

Hon. W. Gillics Agriculture . . 308 14 0 4;) 7 6 331 6 1 (a} 117 15 0 107 0 1 149 16 11 733 19 () 1,791 18 7 
25 7 2 

(a} no' 27 0 0 162 5 8 2 6 66 18 6 
39 15 0 161 5 1 36 15 7 
42 7 6 (b) 309 5 9 29 7 3 .. 
37 19 0 (b) 206 19 8 68 2 9 
~8 5 0 253 11 0 (a} 31 17 0 64 2 4 

6 15 0 21 6 0 11 5 10 60 18 9 
66 15 () 156 511 (a} 137 7 6 349 15 11 

Hon. A. J. Joncs Mines t868 6 9 
Hon. J. Mullan Justice . . 205 16 0 
Hon. J. Larcombe .. Railways.. .. 172 4 0 
Hon. W. McCormack Home . . . . . . 249 18 0 
Hon . . T. Stopford . . . . Home (Assistant Minister) 228 18 0 
Hon. W. Forgan Smith Works . . . . 228 18 0 
Hon. J. Huxham . . Public Instruction 113 8 0 
Hon. J. H. Coyne . . . . L'mds . . . . 197 8 0 

~ _ .. -~____g~~.£_JQ_~ ___ £_3.~4--~~1,859 1?_.o_j 

' 452 19 6 1,346 13 [, 
170 9 o -

1 

137 13 o 880 4 s 
178 11 6 11 12 0 600 3 2 

(a) 200 15 3 279 6 0 1,110 19 9 
144 2 0 i 151 2 0 837 3 5 
137 2 21 26 8 6 780 4 0 

73 9 9 353 19 0 641 2 4 
190 7 8 113 16 6 1,211 16 6 

£7601710 '_.gl86-1!) __ !__1__!~_6717.__!l__~2,86(j_~!:_[i~1_(l,750 .!..!() 
(a) Includes steamer fares. (b) Includes incidentals. 

t In some vouchers details of expenditure had not been fmnished. 
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Minister. 

Hon. E. G. Theodore 

Hon. W. N. Gillies 
Ditto 

Hon. W. McCormack 
Ditto 
:Ditto 

Hon. A . .T . .Tones 
Hon. J. Mullan 
Hon. J. Lar, ornbe 
Hon. J. Huxhn.rr1 .. 
Hon. W. Forgan Smith 

Hun .• T. Stopford 
Ditto 

Hon. F. T. Brf:nnan 

Hon. E. G. Theodore 

*Hon. A. J . .Tones 

MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1923-1924. 

I-~~~i::ers'- --

----- ---- -----~~- -------------·--·------------"· 

Department. 

Premier's .. 

Premier's .. 
Agriculture 

Lands 
Home 
Treasury 

Mines 
Justice .. 
Railways.. . . 
Public In~truct.ion 
Works 

Home 
MineH 

•. , Home (Assistant Minister) 

Allowance 
;at£2 2s. per day. 

I . 
£ 8. d. 
67 7 0 

48 G 0 
G!l 2 0 

105 () 0 
10 10 0 
18 18 0 

174 0 0 
H4 18 () 

!U5 0 0 
178 10 0 
1:.?.:~ 18 0 

172. 4 0 
.. 

168 0 0 

£1,381 19 0 
--------

I Hotel Expenses, 
Private including 

Secretaries' Private 
Allowance. Secretaries' 

and Guests. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
7 10 0 (a) 125 411 

56 8 10 
4 8 0 88 14 3 

23 7 0 96 7 6 
.. 0 12 0 
.. 11 12 0 

1 7 {l (a) 481 17 1 
G 7 {)I 130 18 4 I 

20 5 0 ~() H 8 
~0 (j 3 ll:l ~. 0 

(e) 24 19 :,3 1~7 14 7 

24 7 6 (a) 206 10 2 
11 7 6 (a) 27 1 3 

24 15 0 (a) 447 4 6 

£167 011 £2,004 3 1 

Railway 
Fares-
Private Incidentals. 

Secretaries' 
and Guests. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
.. .. 

30 0 o, 
0 7 0 5 19 5 i 

(c) 119 1 4 48 9 8 
.. 
.. 2 15 10 

21 
I 

77 19 7311 7 
(d) ~l 17 ()! 12 17 8 

.. i 
Jus 3 4 

71 15 H 

o~:ll 111 70. 0 0 
I 

44 0 41 .. 
£306 17 9 1-£483 13 2_-

i'IIININSTERIAI, EXPENSES OVEHSEAS. 

!

Passage Money. 
New York and London . . . . 

British Empire Exhibition 382 0 0 
-----~------ -------··---

Expenses. I 

1,060 o o I 

*Accompanied by Private Secretary. 

Car Hire. 
--"-----~- -----

Total. 
Country. Brisbane. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. 
82 4 0 (b) 622 13 (j 854 19 " 
26 19 6 (b) 243 8 G 405 2 10 
!)3 \) () 645 18 (j 863 18 8 

------
1,269 1 {l 

77 1 11 329 17 6 799 4 11 
.. 27 17 6 38 19 6 
.. .. 33 5 10 

871 10 a 
214 13 g 223 8 6 i 1,095 12 ]I} 

H:l 17 () Hlu 10 ()I 70-1 1 ,. 
~I 71) l:l 10 :J:l 17 :~4~ () R 

79 JH fi 30~) 8 8Gr~ ~ I 
r. 0 I) (i>:) 1:! (i 4~:2 1 f) 

(r) 18f> 1 0 293 13 0 944 1.1 7 
n 2 0 w 1\J u 132 9 9 

------
1,077 3 4 

(c) 190 5 0 250 8 0 1,124 12 10 
--------------------

£1,031 5 (j £3,251 12 (\ £8,626 11 11 
-~·-----

luJ 2,956 18 5 

I £1,44~ o o 
I 

(a) IndudcB incidentals, details not available. (b) Includes car hire on account of visitors. (c) Includes steamer fares. (d) Steamer fares. 
(e) Includes £4 7s. 2<1. overt.ime allowance. (f) For further expenditure and details of total expenditure, see 1924-25. 
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Minister. 

Hon. E. G. Th9odore 
Hun. W. N. Gi!lie8 •• 

Ditto .. .. 
Hon. W. McCormar;k 

Dittn .. .. 
Hon. A. ;r. :Jones .. 
Hon. :J. Mnilan 
Hon. J. LarcomLe :: 
Hon. ;r. Stopford .. 

Ditto .. .. 
Hon. W. Forgan Smith 

Ditto .. .. 

Hon. M. Kil·wan .. 
Ditto .. 

Hon. :J. Hnxham 

Hon. l!'. T. Brennan 
Ditto .. .. 

Hon. T. Wilson .. 
Hon. T. Dunstan .. 

*Hon. E. G. Theodore 

MIN!STERS' EXPENSES. 1924-1925 ----- ·- ----~- ·-~-------

Hotel Expenses, Railway 
Ministers' Private including Fares-

Department. Allowance Secretaries' Private Private Incidentals. 
at £2 2s. Allowance. Secretaries' Secretaries' 
per day. and Guests. and Guests. 

I 

£ s. d. I £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ .•. d. .. Prmnier' s .. .. .. 66 0 0 37 17 1 216 6 7 .. (a) 201 12 7 
.. Premier's .. .. 74 12 0 124 5 3 

93 ·,3 10 
(a) 228 1 9 

Agriculture 1a2 0 0 1:! 15 () 131 15 & 56 7 7 

.. Lands 00 .. 178 10 0 30 0 0 201 1{j 10 (b) 7 10 0 90 18 4 
'Trcumry :: .. .. 27 18 (j (b) 14 () 0 7 16 3 

.. Mines .. .. .. 119 14 0 17 12 G 67 11 6 (c) 38 12 0 (a) 495 10 () 

.. :Justice .. 144 18 0 7 17 () 122 2 0 57 8 1 112 13 3 .. Railways:: .. .. 131 5 0 22 13 9 77 9 1 .. 68 8 1 

.. Home .. .. .. 136 10 0 42 0 0 114 11 4 (c) 57 16 0 310 0 3 .. Mines .. .. 52 10 0 .. 33 10 8 .. (a) 92 14 7 

.. Works .. .. 96 12 

81 
16 2 6 106 15 11 15 11 3 41 9 5 .. Agricni tur~ · .. .. 88 4 14 12 6 82 19 4 (c) 26 9 10 21 11 8 

00 Home (Assistant Minister) 75 12 0 4 2 6 42 0 6 18 7 2 32 17 0 .. Works .. .. .. 56 14 0 7 10 0 27 4 0 5 13 4 3 18 11 

.. Public Instruction .. 33 12 0 00 15 16 0 .. 100 15 2 . Home (Assistant Minister) 1 2 6 10 3 6 .. 2 12 6 .. Public Instruction 15s'n 0 (d) 86 4 10 195 2 4 .. 270 6 7 

.. Public Instruction .. 65 2 0 .. 59 2 0 .. 70 13 9 .. State Enterprises .. I 35 14 0 .. .. .. 2 6 0 

J-£1,646 6{)1 £301 11 2 I £1,656 10 9 £335 1 61 £2,210 14 21 
MINISTERIAL BXPENSES OVERSEAS. 

Allowances. 1 Hotels. 1 Steamer Fares. 

• . Great Britain and America (e) 953 12 o 651 12 3 1,379 9 4 23 10 2 

Incidental:;, 
Uar Hire, &e. 

326 3 () 

-~---~-

• Accompanied by the Under Secretary and Private Secretary. 
(a) Includes country car hil·e, details not available. (b) Steamer fares. (c) Includes steamer fares. 

(e) Includes allowances to Under Secretary, Private Secretary, and Attendant. 

--·-

Car Hire. 

·- ~0~11~;;~ -1 Brisbane. 
Total. 

£ s. d. .. 
i 

4G IS 0 

GO Hi () 
:l l 6 

9i .17 0 
96 17 3 

103 2 0 .. 
74 10 10 
47 12 0 

30 2 6 
11 17 () 

30 12 0 
58 13 0 

157 6 6 

52 1 0 .. 

£ 8. d. 
474 3 () 

868 12 0 
484 15 () 

4RR 7 0 .. 
281 () 01 
214 1 

81 76 5 
434 11 o: 

16 10 0 

35 5 6 
32 11 6 

101 9 0 
11 16 0 

13 8 6 

91 1 0 
304 16 5 

68 13 0 
8 2 0 

£ s. d. 
995 19 \) 

795 11 0 
959 Jl 4 

J,75G 2 4 

1,057 17 8 
5~ 16 3 ---------

1,110 13 11 

1,o:w 6 6 
750 17 4 
472 18 2 

1.198 10 7 
195 5 3 

~------~-

1,393 15 10 

386 7 5 
314 0 10 

700 8 3 

304 10 8 
124 13 .9 

429 45' 
194 3 8 

163 12 6 
1,172 7 8 

-1~3360-2 

315 11 9 
40 2 0 

£865 G 1-l ,-~--. 5 I £10,521 4 I £3,505 14 

Paid. 

Less 
3,334 6 9 

paid in 1923-24 2,950 18 5 

1~37~ 
_hil!'lli1HI 

(d) Includes £62 12s. 4d. overtime, &c. 
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, I 

Minister. ! Department. i 
------1----------1 
Hon.'"· N. Gillies . . . ·r· Premier's.. . . . . I 

Hon. W. McCormack • . Premier's . . . . • .( 

Ditto ; ·1 Lands . . . . .. \ 

Hon. W. ]'organ Smith .. 

1 

Agriculture ! 

Hon. A. J. Jones . . . . , Mines 

Hon. J. Mullan 

Hon. J. Larcombe 

Hon. J. Stopford 

Hon. M. J. Kirwan .. 

Hon. T. Vi'ilson 

Hon. T. Duns tan 

Ditto 

Hon. D. A. G!edson .. 

. . ,Justice 

.. Railways .. 

.. Home 

.. Works 

. . Public Instruction 

. ·I Lands 

.. ' Assistant Minister 

. . Assistant Minister 

.. 

.. ) 

Ministers' 
Allowance 
at £2 2s. 
per day. 

MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1925·1926. 

~-- [Ho;e;;~;enses,l Railway 

I 
Private \ including I Fares-

Secretarie;;' Private Private 
1 Allowance. I Secretaries' Secretaries' 

! Car Hire. 

Incidentals. ~- Total. 
Country. Brisbane. 

1 i and Guests. j and Guests. 

£ 8. d. : £ s. d. I £ s. d. , £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

98 14 0 I 6 15 0 I 59 4 9 I . . 20 7 2 I 27 13 2 493 7 6 I 706 1 7 

I 
£ s. d. I £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 

169 16 0 I 24 3 9 I 201 12 0 i 49 2 6 67 0 11 ' 63 6 6 332 8 6 I 907 10 2 

I . . I . . 1 . . 38 18 3 1 10 0 200 13 6 't 241 1 9 

. I I 1,148 11 11 

224 14 0 52 6 3 ! 306 11 8 ' 77 8 0 59 8 0 161 15 2 282 15 311,164 18 4 

239 8 0 36 7 6 I 349 3 3 I 11 5 0 204 18 2 352 3 0 388 19 0 1,582 3 11 

201 12 o 33 2 6 I 238 12 8 .. 222 15 8 179 1o o 18o 1 6 1 1,056 o 4 

206 17 0 46 2 6 I 48 12 0 • . 60 17 7 114 9 3 31 2 0 I 508 0 4 

161 14 o 56 7 o i 333 o o 64 2 8 111 9 3 163 19 7 413 7 o I 1,303 19 6 

126 0 0 12 7 6 I 81 17 7 30 1 10 15 10 2 46 11 0 67 4 1 I 379 12 2 

111 6 0 13 10 0 : 118 8 5 . • 134 7 5 119 8 0 341 6 0 838 5 10 

184 16 0 24 15 0 97 6 11 79 19 4 97 7 6 63 9 6 6 16 61 554 10 9 

45 3 0 . . 72 14 6 46 17 4 10 G 0 14 16 0 10 10 9 I 200 6 1 

~--7G4 17-4 

8 5 4 7 16 () 26 0 0 • • 144 12 :l 

£367 2 0 £1,051 1 1 £1,334 11 2 £2,748 16 7 £9,587 3 (j 
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Minister. 

Hon. W. McCormark 
Ilittu 

Hon. W. Forgnn Rrnith 
Ditto 

Hon. A . . T. .Tones 
Ditto 

Hon. J. Mullan 
Ditto 

Hon .. T. Larcombe .. 
Hon. J. Stopford .. 
Hon. M. J. Kirwan .. 
Hon. T. Wilson 
Hon. T. Dunstan 

Hon. D. A. Gledson .. 
Ditto 

Department. 

: : Treasury .. 

Agriculture 
Pretnier's .. 

Mines .. 
Premier's .. 

Justice 
Treasury 

. . , Railways .. 
•• i Home .. 

Works .. . . 
Public Instruction 
Lands 

Labour and Industry 
State Trade 

Hon. W. MeCormack 

l'urther Payments made in 
1927-28 

England and America 

Chief Secretary's .. 
Treasury .• 

Ml:NISTERS' :EXl>:lilNSES, 1926-1927. 

·--~-~:Hire. --~-~----·-

Country. ~---~ris~~~~:-I __ T_o_t-al_. ~ 
Minist~=--------~-ri-va-t:-~~~;~c~u~~~ses,~- ~:i~~~ -~-----~--

Allowance at Secretaries' Private Private Incidentals. 
£2 2s. per day. Allowance. Secretaries' 1 Secretaries' I 

I and Guests. 1 _a_n_d_G_u_e_s_t"-·~:-------l 

I 

£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. 

2~. s o 1~. 5 o 2~ 1i g :: 1 E, 13 § I 

I 
I 29 8 0 f> 5 0 DO 12 11 fi3 3 D 6 lG 4 
I 73 10 o 12 7 o 1oo 10 11 . . 20 17 10 

119 14 0 12 7 6 166 16 9 30 1 10 36 19 4 .. .. .. .. .. 

79 16 0 5 5 0 42 7 6 . . 24 2 1 
21 0 0 . • 23 14 7 . . . . 

71 8 0 ~ ~ 0 u 11 7 I g H 4 
105 o o 15 12 6 152 8 21· 94 13 3 1 49 2 10 

54 12 0 2 12 6 20 19 7 5 0 61' 3 13 7 
105 0 0 18 15 0 113 4 0 109 7 9 I 

170 2 o 23 5 o 57 19 o I 126 5 4 90 13 9 

29 8 0 . . . . I 
21 0 0 . . 42 12 71 26 19 3 1 0 0 

£9o~ ___ 6__!l_ £122_l:ll___<l_\_ -~886 17 _!l_l £336 3 11J £436 2 7 1 

MINISTERIAl. EXPENSES OVERSEAS. 
I 

··I 106 16 0 650 o o I (b) 48fl o o 20 6 11 

• Accompanied by an attendant. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1

. £ .~. d. 
20 o o I 100 13 o 194 1 3 

i 10 1 8 

! (a) 204 2 J1 

21 1 o 10 I sg 12 o I 266 9 4 
3500 •. ~~~ 

I 
520 15 7 

64 10 o I 109 4 8 540 o 10 
250 250 

39 5 6 

36 17 0 
53 14 0 

5 13 6 
99 16 0 
05 9 0 

10 16 0 

213 4 11 

21 19 6 
331 1 6 

96 15 3 
270 5 0 
103 5 0 

2 0 6 

542 5 10 

404 1 0 
44 14 7 

448 15 7 

230 3 5 
801 12 :l 
189 6 11 
776 7 9 
637 0 1 

29 8 0 
104 8 4 

1 133 16 4 

£452 ~r-£-1,-3-40--7-4~ 1 £4-,484 6 8 

Paid in 1920·27. 1l>aid in 1927-28. 
1,2!iG 2 11 I 

I 
384 18 3 
150 0 0 

Totals. 
1,2()0 2 11 

534 18 3 

£1,801 1 2 
---~-

(a) Includes £60 ls. ld. incurred travelling with the Empire Parliamentary Delegation. (b) Steamer fares. 
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MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1927-1928. 

I 
~~~~O:.s-' ~~-~~~~-~----;otel ;xpense~-~ Rai~~:Y---~~~-~~~~- -----~: Hire.~~----~----~---

Allowance, Private including :Fares-
Minister. Department. at £2 2s. Heerctarics' Private Private Incidentals. . Total. 

per day. Allowance. Secretaries' Secretaries' Country. Brisbane. 
1 and Guests. and Guests. 

-~--~-----·--------------- -----··--·--
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. 

Hon. W. McCormack . • Premier's . . . . . . 132 G 0 24 0 0 US 17 6 30 16 11 49 0 2 52 19 0 127 1 0 535 0 7 
Ditto • . • . . . Treasury . . . . . . . . . . 29 13 9 . . 16 17 1 45 7 6 . • 91 18 4 

626 18 11 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith . . Agriculture 106 1 0 18 3 3 92 15 4 28 9 10 15 6 7 50 9 7 61 10 10 372 16 5 
Ditto . . . . Premier's . . . . • . 31 10 0 5 12 6 32 10 0 9 9 3 .. 15 10 0 1 14 0 96 5 9 

I 
469 2 2 

Hon. A .• r. Jones . . Mines . . 168 0 0 12 7 6 206 10 8 () 2 11 39 17 5 Dl 11 3 305 7 0 829 16 9 
Ditto . . . . Premier's . . i • . . . • . • • . • • . 31 8 () 31 8 6 
Ditto .. .. .. Rome .. .. . . .. .. . • .. 1 5 0 1 5 o 

862 10 ~ 

Hon. J. Mullan . . . . Justice . . 121 16 0 1l 12 6 70 6 9 4 14 4 96 G 11 50 1 0 203 12 6 558 13 o 
Hon .. T. Larcombe . . . . Railways . . . . . . lfiO 13 0 30 11 3 234 6 0 . . 31 10 8 105 9 9 0 6 0 (b) 562 16 8 
Hon. J. Stopford • . • • Home . . . . 161 14 0 46 2 6 239 4 7 (a) 164 19 5 76 12 0 109 13 6 411 15 9 1,210 1 9 

Hon.l\LJ. Kirwan .. •• Works .. 9814 0 12 '7 6 7011 3 431410 1212 9 78 3 0 3S 12 3 35418 7 
Ditto .. .. .. Home .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 1 10 0 1 10 o 

------
356 8 7 

Ron. T. WH,on . . . . Pnl>iic lnst.nwtion 102 11-1 0 1:! 10 0 227 JG ti 2G 4 10 72 14 10 72 10 0 1ri4 12 o 670 f> 2 
Hon. T. :JlunRI.an . . LandR . . • . . • lii:> H 0 10 2 !i 72 2 G 41-1 (i 8 2•! 2 6 4:1 K o 76 2 0 42\l 12 7 
Hon. JJ. A. Glcdson. . Labour ttllll t:l tatc En Ler- ~;,;; K 0 ~ 0 0 !iiJ 0 2 27 !i 0 :; 1 9 7 HO 12 0 21 Hi <l aaG " ,, 

priSCl:i ----~ ------- _ ~--------- --~-------~ --------·-- --··-
1 £I,:m4 s o £1H7 n 6 £1,454 Hi 11 £3oo r. o £4:w ~~ £775 15 t £1,439 1:> 4 £6,081 11 4 

MINISTERIAL EXPENSES OVERSEAS. 

*Hon. W. ]•'organ Hmith .. I New Y.ealand .. I us 14 o I 17 12 6 I 260 11 s I (cl 136 12 4 : 2s 10 9 I 70 10 0 £613 0 3 

* Accompauled by Private Secretary. 
(a) Includes steamer fares. (b) Includes £49 3s. 6d. paid by Main Roads Commission. (c) Includes £133 15s. stfamer fares. 
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(1) 

Minister. 

MINISTERS' J<lX.PENSES, 1928-1929. 

rrivatc 
')ccretaries' 
Allf)wanoc. 

I 
i Hotel Expensefl, 

including 
Private 

Recrctaries' 
and GuesLs. 

£ 8. d. 
314 18 3 

5 12 8 

357 12 4 I 

132 17 10 
222 11 0 
351 13 10 
216 111 

49 14 10 
15D 2 n 

511 6 

61 4 10 0 

I 

93 5 

43 (j 

162 1 
30 10 

(d) 27 10 
8 Hl 

7 
' (b) 

9 

(j 

5 

0 
2 

I (a) 

I 

43 ~ 1 i i OH 
70 14 n , 
14 ,, 8 

104 Hl 1 
~() 11 11 I 

H:l 14 () 

21 15 n 1 

0 10 O' 

Car Hire. 

Country. 

£ 
53 

s. d. 
0 G 

158 11 3 
56 1 I) I 

1RO 1f> 1 
126 1R (j 

J:l4 ~ ;) 
~;~ H (I 

;,o 1:2 (j 

00 1:2 0 

17 ,, 0 I 

nrisba..nc. 

-----
£ 8. d. 

104 19 0 .. 
40 14 (j 

f>76 13 0 
1\)(i 5 :) 

9 4 (j 

I RG 14 11 
(i;{ 17 2 

Ul Ill li 
70 1:) li 

0 14 u 

£281 5 oj_§1,820 o 11 £523 o ll I £5lD 5 7 i £840 n :l .£1 ,:)70 1 ~ 
"----- ----

Total. 

I' 8. 4. 
745 10 8 

5 12 8 

751 :; 4 
052 () \) 

1,004 4 :l 
!)9\l \) 4 
no;, 17 () 

1,147 .t 8 
~7/l ,J 7 
:,2() ]!) \) 

;2!)7 ,, H 
2fi 1.'1 8 
17 •I 0 

H I H 

\.:li,HiiG 11 

(n) Tm·ludeK amoplanc £12. (b) Indudes £62 3s. 11d. for which no details have been furnishctl. 
(c) IndudeK £U9 18s. luncheons, &c., aL the opening of Mount Isa Railway, performed by the Attorney. General on behalf of the Minister for Railways, (d) Special railmoLnr, 1.:~7 10 

Minister. 

Hon. A. K Moorc .. 
Hon. It. 111. King 

Hon. W. H. Barnc<; 
Hon. J. C. Pctcrson .. 
Hon. N. 1<'. Macgroarty 
Hon. \V. A. Deacon .. 
Hon. H. F. Walker 
Hon. G. Morgan 
Hon. H. E. Sizer .. 

Ditto .. .. 

Hon. E. A. Athcrton 

Department. 

· · Pu~ii~ I Premier's .. 

• • I W ~;?s~rncti~::d 
: Treasury 
I Home .. 

Justice 
Lands 

I Agricultur'c' 
'Raihmys .. 
, Lr1bour and Industry 
i State Trade 
I 

.• i ~fines .. .. 

Ministers' 
Allowance, 
at £2 2s. 
per day. 

Nil 
Nil 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

Nil 

(2) l'IIINISTEltS' EXPENSES, 1928-1929. 

Private 
Secretaries' 
Allowance. 

£ s. d. 
3 0 0 
1 10 0 

.. 
1 2 6 
3 15 0 
4 10 0 
2 3 1 
0 7 6 

5 () 0 

£21 8 1 

,Hotel Expenses, I 
: including ! 

Private 
Secretaries' 
and Guests. 

£ 8. d. 
20 1 0 
16 17 8 

19 15 6 
15 5 0 

4 12 6 
6 14 11 

36 12 10 
8 15 3 
1 4 0 

4fi 1!) 0 

£176 17 8 

Railway 
Fares­
Private 

Secretaries' 
and Guests. 

£ 8. d. 
111 7 .. 

5 2 

: ! 

.. 
2 10 

I 

;; 1 10 I 

Incidentals. 

£ 8. d. 
4 18 9 
611 0 

0 19 0 
1 17 6 
1 17 2 

12 17 6 
10 0 6 

0 18 2 

17 5 6 

£57 5 

Car Hire. 

Country. 

£ s. d. 
1 1 0 
6 10 0 

1i' 10 0 
210 0 
4 0 0 
3 8 6 
1 0 0 
0 8 3 

14 16 3 

26 15 6 
---

£71 19 6 

r 
I 
I 

Brisbane. 

£ 8, 
1 10 

d. 
0 

2 7 6 
1 8 0 
4 8 0 
0 3 0 

57 01 

8 10 6 

£z3J:4(}1 

Total. 

£ 8. d. 
32 2 4 
31 8 8 

19 15 6 
35 4 3 
11 10 6 
20 15 1 
60 2 4 
21 18 10 
13 12 9 
u 16 3 
2890-

104 10 6 

£365 17 0 

<0 
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Minister. 

Hon. A. E. Moore .. 
Hon. R. M. King 

Hon. W. H. Barnes 
Hon. J. C. Peterson .. 
Hon. N. F. Macgroarty 
Hon. W. A. Deacon .. 
Hon. H. F. Walker .. 
Hun. G. Morgan 
Hun. H. E. Sizer .. 
Hon. E. A. Atherton 

Department. 

Premier's . . • • . . : 
Works and Public 1 

Instruction 
Treasury 
Home 
Justice 
I,andR .. 
Agriculture . • . . 
Railways and Main Roads 
Labour and Industry 
Mines 

MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1929-1930. 

I 

[Hotel Expenses,~ Railway 

I 
Ministers' Private ij,~~~~~g I Fares-
Allowance Secretaries' Private 
at £2 2s. Allowance. I Secretaries' I Secretaries' 
per day. and Guests. '"' G••'"· 

£ s. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. 
Nil 3 7 6 36 1 2 (e) 17 14 9 
Nil 6 2 0 91 4 3 

Nil 14 5 0 173 15 81 137 16 11 1 

Nil 1 2 6 96 17 0: 56 10 10 I 
Nil 11 12 6 I 82 1 

r1 
68 10 10 

Nil 
2g 

1 ~ g I (c) 285 1~ 23 6 2 
Nil 191 14 8 ' 
Nil s1 15 10 1 252 12 il 29 19 61 Nil 1 2 6 26 1 9 13 0 
Nil 32 10 0 I 142 18 5 142 18 10 

£134 17 10 £1,153 12 6 i £678 5 6 ' 
I 

Car Hire. 

Incidentals. Total. 
Countrr. Brisbane. 

-----
£ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. : £ 8. d. 

6 6 7 10 4 ~ I (a.) 
3 16 0' 77 10 4 

4 6 3 3 13 83 4 2: 188 10 2 

24 9 6 20 13 3 ' 18 14 0 i 389 14 4 
74 6 0 22 16 0 ' 89 " 9 i 340 16 1 

9 311 19 9 9 (b) 53 5 gl 244 " 
(i 

8G 9 ~) I 59 5 229 17 (j 

37 19 r; 84 13 5 i l 16 (i : 540 8 9 
lOO 19 1l 73 10 9 I a 7 o ' 492 5 ~ 

8 13 3 2 0 0 . 52 6 9 I 99 16 7 
220 15 7 103 G 9 (d) 115 10 1 I 757 19 8 

£487 0 5 £426 17 6 !-£48086 £3,361 23 

(a) 1neludes mileage allowance for Minister's own car. (b) IncludeR £29 paid to Private Secretary for use of private car. (c) Inr·ludes iueidentals. 
(d) Includes £86 1Hs. 4rl. petrol allowance for Minister's own car. (e) Incluues £8 17s. M. rail motor. 

MINISTERS' EXPENSES, 1930-1931. 
--"-~-,-----·-·-- --~----------·--·---·-·------------

Minister. 

Hon. A. E. Moore •• 
Hon. R. M. King 

Hon. W. H. Barnes 
Hon. J. C. Peterson •. 
Hon. N. J<'. Macgroarty 
Hon. W. A. Deacon •. 
Hon. H. F. Walker .. 
Hon. G. Morgan 
Hon. H. E. Sizer .. 
Hon. E. A. Atherton 

Department. 

Premier's .. 
Works and 

Instruction 
Treasury 
Home 
Justice 
Lands •• 
Agriculture 

I 

· · Publl~ I 

Railways.. . • 
Labour and Industry 
Mines 

Ministers' 
Allowance 
at £2 2s. 
per day. 

Nil 
NU 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

Private 
Becretaries' 
Allowance. 

[Hotel Expenses, I 
'I' including 

Private 1 

1 Secretaries' ! 

1 and Guests. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. ! 

4 2 6 119 13 3 ' 
1 17 ol 7 0 0 I 

I 
32 5 Ol 277 0 8 

190 7 10 
11 9 4 

15 15 0 1 6832· 
34 0 0 i 63 12 4 ! 
35 13 2 I 212 18 21 2 3 4 ' 11 10 6 
18 15 o I 120 12 11 

£144 11 6 £1,082 8 8 i 

Railway 
ll,Ul'CS--­
Private 

Hecre1.arieH' 
and OuestR. 

£ 8. d. 
8 15 8 

194 0 10 1

1 

33 0 2 
43 17 3 

i;' 8 9 
54 13 0 ! 

£340 15 8 

Car Hire. 

Incidentals. Tu1.al. 
Couutry. ·nrislJanc. 

--------------·-
£ 8. d. £ s. ll. £ 8. d. i £ 8. ll. 
10 1G l !) 17 11 l!J 15 1 I 173 0 0 
BG 8 j! 10 1. (i (a) 65 14 0 120 1 8 

(c) 
61 12 0 43 8 G o! 608 7 0 
97 8 8 (d) 86 G 6 136 6 500 8 0 

3 1 10 2 4 6 (b) 97 0 10 ' 113 16 (j 

8 15 8 82 18 6 85 17 0 294 9 6 
10 511 36 0 3 

9'13 

~I 
187 15 \) 

88 16 5 53 5 0 400 6 3 
72 6 " 15 0 9 33 4 140 13 10 
98 12 2 54 10 9 150 3 497 7 5 

£477 3 2' £393 13 21 £597 14 3 i £3,036 (j 5 

(a) Includes £57 10s. mileage allowance for Minister's private car. (b) Includes £52 17s. 4d. allowance to Private Secretary fur use of prhate car. 
(c) Includes £13 for which no details have been furnished. (d) Includes steamer fares. 
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Supply; [28 OcTOBER.] Supply. 1609 

" Answers to questions of this kind 
involve a considerable an1ount o£ "·ork 
and expense.'' 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the 

table:-
Proclamation and an Order in Council 

under '·The Apiaries Act of 1931." 

SL"SPE~SIOX OF SL\NDING ORDERS. 
APPROPRIATI0:-1 BILL, No. 2. 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. 1Ioore, 
Aubigny) [2.38]: I beg to moye-

" That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would othen,:ise pre. 
vent the receiving of resolutions from 
the Committees of Supply and Ways and 
Means on the same day as they shall 
have passed in those Committees, and 
the passing of an Appropriation Bill 
throug,h all its stages in one day." 

This is the usual motion that is moved when 
jt is proposed to pass an Appropriation Bill. 

Question put and passed. 

HAIL \YA Y (CAPITAL INDEBTEDXESS) 
REDUCTION BILL. 

INITIATION' 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. Godfrey Morgan, M1lrilla) : I beg to 
lllOYe-

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole to consider of the desirable· 
ne's of introducing a Bill to authorise 
the reduction of the capital indebtedness 
of the Queensland railway account, and 
for other purposes." 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUl\IPTION OF COMii!ITTEE. 

(Mr. Roberts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.) 
Question stated-

" That £16,206 be granted for ' De· 
partment of Public Works-Chief 
Office.' " 

T,he TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
1Vynn1lm) [2.39]: I desire the permission of 
the Committee temporarily to withdraw the 
question before the Committee, the object 
being to enable the Committee to proceed 
with Appropriation Bill, No. 2. 

Motion, by leave, tempora·rily withdrawn. 

VOTE ON ACCOUNT-£2,600.000. 
T,he TREASURER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 

1Vynn1lm) [2.41]: I beg to move-
" That there be granted to His Majesty, 

on account, for the service of the year 
1931·32, a fLirthe1· sum not exceeding 
£2,600,000 towards defraying .1\he ex· 
penses of the various departments and 
services of the State." 

It is estimated that this amount will be 
sufficient to meet requirements until the end 
of December next. Owing to economies 
in administration, the appropriation required 
on account of consolidated revenue is 20 
per cent. less than the amount provided in 

the Apropriation Act, Ko. 2, last year, ·vhich 
was £2,000,000. 

The amount required on account of trust 
and special funds shows a 10 per cent. reduc· 
tion on the amount required last year. The 
expenditure in connection with these funds is 
being curtailed in conformity with the policy 
of retrenchment to which the financi::d 
depression has compelled all GoYernme>nt, to 
submit. The appropriation fron1 tlw toan 
fund is £100,000 in exce's of the sum appn­
priated by Appropriation Act of 1930, K o. 2. 

Mr. W. FORGA;\1 SMITH IJI•<ck•IIJ) 
[2.42]: The Treasurer, following hi< mw1l 
method, has given the Committee vpry 
scanty information. It is ob,-ion< that thi' 
resolution, in conjilnction \vith others. ~:,'ill 
be the final appropriation for the pr-­
sent Parliament, assun1ing thftt Parliarnr'r-~t 
terminates before the close of the pre;;ent 
financial year in the ordinary cour'c of 
eyents. 

Between now and tlw end of the p0c·iod 
for which Supply is grant< d there are ;, 
number of problems on which the GoYe'"­
ment should be called upon to give us somA 
information. Neith--r in his Financictl 
Statement nor whf'n rnoYing the pre:3ent 
resolution has the Treasurer giYcn U:5 anr­
information as to the future intentions of 
the Government. Dlandly the hon, g"n::i•• 
man informed the Committee- thot this 
resolution and the grant in aid referred 
to in the rPsolution will last for a particular 
pE'riod. Bey:md that he has little or n0 

information for us on the general finan ,;.,[ 
position of Queensland. These are clays 
when the march of events proceeds very 
rapidly. If there is one thing apparent in 
all the poechos made by the Treasurer this 
session and in his Financial Statement, it is 
that he is helpless and hopeless as regards 
the future; but, like Micawber, is waiting 
in the hope that something may turn up. 
On frequent occasions he has said that ere 
the end of the financial year the position 
will adjust itself, or that th•' exchange 
position will adjust itself; but in countless 
different directions he has indicated that 
there is no coherent policy on the part of 
the Government to meet the existing situJ.· 
tion. 

\Ve commenced this year with a speciaJ 
emergency session, during which two Bills 
were paswd embodying the Premiers' plan. 
It was recognised in those Bills, and it has 
been recognised generally throughout Aus­
tralia, that, during a period of abnormally 
low price levels the interest burden cou!d 
not be carried if the States were to remain 
solvent. That is the basic idea behind the 
Premiers' plan, so far as it is a plan­
that the interest burden a:Jd the depreciated 
value of money, which depreciated values 
and real wealth, were too great for the 
various States to bear. That was the gen-csi < 
of the Premiers' plan. That plan was intro· 
duced in the form of two measures, one 
being known as the Financial I~mergency Act 
and the other as the Debt Conversion Agree­
ment Act. The Debt Conversion Agreeme-nt 
Act provides for the conversion of all the 
internal indebtedness by a reduction of the 
interest rate by 22~ per cent. '!'hat was 
satisfactory so far as it went, and an over· 
whelming majority of the bondholders m 
Australia recognising the position, c:m­
Yerted 'their holdings. I understand 
that the Treasurer intends later to introduce 
a Bill to bring into line the holders of 

lllr. S,rith.] 
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Con\] and inscribe:] stock who ha Ye no~ 
conYerted their holdings. That 

described by some people, inclucl­
hon. member for Fassifern. as an 

repudiation; but the whole of the 
pnlicy has been one of general repudiation. 
That term cannot be applied to interest 
without also applying it to other conditions 
where the same methods have been adopted. 

\Yhat the Government have done in refer­
the re<luction of interest has only 
the Treasurer by the amount that 

GoYe,-nment are involved. In other· 
word,• the mving to the State Treasurer is 
all that was accomplished by that Bill. It 
did not deal to any large extent with the 
general question of interest. 

It is quite true that provision is made 
whereby a mortgagor can apply to a tri­
bunal, and on good cause sho1vn can secure 
a reduction in his interest rate, but that 
pro,-ision is so circumscribed that only about 
5 per cent. of the population of Queensland 
who are affected by such conditions are 
likely to participate in any benefits there­
from. I take the view that interest is not 
only crushing Gove-rnments during the pre­
sent depression. The charge which gives 
rise to the necessity for reducing govern­
mental cxpendi tu re applies generally to 
ordinary industry. A perusal of the mer­
cantile gazettes discloses the large number 
of businesses which have been compelled 
Tecentlv to mortgage their assets. Bills of 
mortgage have even been given over the 
goodwill of business concerns, indicating 
the difficult times through which many 
businesses are passing. These people are 
not getting any real relief so far as interest 
is concernLd, and their position is more 
acute because many of their clients, through 
no fault of their own, are unable to meet 
their indebtednes" to them. The thing 
gathers ·like a snowball, and affects the 
whole of the community. 

JI.Ir. ::YIAHER: You want to tax tlJPm 
further, aHd make their lot harder. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The hon. 
member has evidently just awakened; 
obviously he has been asleep for a con­
siderable period. He says that I want to 
tax people further, but is apparently 
oblivious of the fact that his own Treasurer 
has imposed additional taxation to the 
extent of £1,500,000 pe·r annum. 

:,Jr. 1IAHER: That was your substitute for 
th, Premiers' plan. 

l\Ir. \V. FORGAN SMITH: My substi­
tute for the Premiers' plan did not invohe 
any charge on the bondholder that is not 
r,ow made. Instead of a conversion loan 
·cmder which the bondholder was expected 
to agree to the variation of a contract 
Teduc"ing the amount payable to him, my 
contention was thatJ these bonds should 
become taxable just the same as any other 
Lrm of security. By that method the State 
would have obtained the amount of relief 
required without having to repudiate a 

-contract. There is obviously a great differ­
ence bebveen the proposal I made and that 
which 'vas accepted by the present Govern­
me,-,t: and, although the hon. member for 
Ro-ewood may seek to misrepresent the 
po,ition. he cannot get away from the facts. 
I£ the" bondholder receives less under the 
hon. member"s policy, then there is no 
i:iffercnce in the net return to him, whether 

[llfr. Smith. 

the r~c1u ..... tion 1~ 1nade by way of a special 
tax or by nlE·•_tns of a <..ompulsory conversion. 
at a reduced rate. It is the net return to 
the inYestor which counts. :IHy proposa,l 
invohed a difference of method, and had 
the merit that it did not interfere with the 
terms of the contract. 

The point I was making was that in 
regard to the general intere,.t charge upon 
industrv the method which had been 
adopted in this State has not given the 
people the general relief to which thev were 
entitled. Consider, for example, the 
number of people who have borrow·ed 
1noncy on businesses and on grazing pro­
perties. Very few, if any, of them a·re 
entitled to any relief under the Mortgag-CJro 
Relief Act, whereas their inc0mes have 
been seriously decreased where they have 
inYested in GovNnment ""curitiu. I take· 
the YiEw that industry and agriculture were 
just as much in need of relief by \Yay of 
reduction in interest as the va;rious Govern­
ments of Australia. So far as the Govern­
ment have neglected to do these things, 
they have failed to give the relief which is 
required. People who have mortgaged 
their homes are in the same position. 
Although salaries and wages have. be<;n 
reduced, there has been no reductwn m 
interest which is the most important part 
of the Premie-rs' plan. Very few people in 
comparison with those who are inde?ted 
are getting any advantage from the legisla­
tion passed by the Government. 

The PRDIIER: vYhy do they not apply 
for relief? 

:1-Ir. \Y. FORGA'\' S::\IITH: For very 
rrood rPasons. In rnan v <:ases the tcrn1s of 
their indebtedness is ·such that they are 
deliberate],· e:sclud'd from the Act; and in 
1r1anv llSf'~S hecans'e people hesitate to have 
tltcil: lmsiness dragged through the court 
and made con11110n lll'OfJCrty. 

Th~ PRE:\!lER: The applications are heard 
ill can1cTa. 

:\Ir. W. FCJHGAX Sli1ITH: Xot necc·s­
~arily; they 1nay be held in cmncra at tbe 
discretion of the magistrate; but there. 1s 

the possibility of legal expenses ber:'g 
involved and the possibility of the relief 
that is granted being less than the cost of 
obtaining that relief. 

The Premier also kn0>\3 that there is a 
lurgc rnunber of f'Ctt1er.;~canc fanners a1~d 
grazier::: particularly-who cannot obta_1n 
any ach-antag-e whatsoen:r fron1 the lcgr:.~ 
lation that he has nassecl because of the 
n1ethod o£ financini in those industrie · 
The monev is at cail. and there is" no fixed 
period at~ all, therefore it is not subject 
to the conditions that apply generally tu 
relief. 

The PRDIIER: It 'vas done at the r0quest 
of the Commonwealth Government. 

::Ylr. \\'. FORGA'\' S:\1ITH: The Premier 
mav cxcus·, himself bv hiding behind the 
Federal Gm·ernment. but the hon. gentle­
man is just as much a party to the plan 
as the Federal Governuent, and he must 
take his share of the responsibility. They 
are all parties" to it. and equally to blame 
or equally responsible, ,,-hatever term the 
Premier cercs to have. 1t is futile for the 
hon. gentleman to say that the Common­
wealth GoYernment have done so and so. 
He is as much concerned in that line of 
policy as aJjY member of the Commonwealth 
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; but I am not concerned with 
I arn dt aling 1vith the general 

of intPJ'e"'t: and rnY n1ain conten­
tion that, while thf' Debt Conversion 
Agreement Act relieves the State Budget to 
a considerable extent, it has not given the 
general relief from the burden of interest that 
industry, trade, and commerce generally 
require in Australia. 

On the general q:.JesLon of interest, the 
raisE-d YPry interesting point on 

···hen he ,aid that negotiations in 
rd. ,·ellc• to our extenwl debt had been 
ca.rricd on for ~ome time by the .. Agcnt­
Ueneral. I do not know altoget.hc1· ho\V 
the Ag(!nt-Gcilcral of Qtwensland appears 
~n t~ is niattcr, because the control of the 
E·Xtcr·nal debt P s well as the control of the 
;ntcrnal debt is cubject lo tloe financial 
agrecrncnt; and negotiations' for the fund­
ing of the external debt or· an.. alteration 
in the tcrn1s and conditions under ,,.hich 
that dcln is h. !d >:ould be a matter for 
nc.crotiution through the Loan Council and 
1heir officers in London or ~C\V York, as 
the ca::e nu1y be. 

I would like the Premier or the Tre..t­
~urer. whicheYer cares to do it, to give the 
Con:n1ittrc rnor0 inforn1ntion on this n1atter. 
1)ecame it is ol:n-ioudv Yital to the welfare 
d Quecmlancl and AL;,tralia. It is Yital to 
QL<ecm.lnncl fro1,1 the point of view that 
th,_ · .. hole Budget and financial policv of the 
Treasurer is' based on the hope that some­
thing will turn up in the meantime to 
L<iicvc him of some of his difficulties. If 
the menmres taken arc likely to result in 
--ucce;;:s either jn the fonn of conversion of 
tllc (~xtc·rnal debt at a lG\,-('t rate of int£"rcst 
than i::: at prc;;;f~nt the casP, or in the dircc­
"i'ion of rctai11ing the intcrf'Bt in Australia 
nnd placing it to the credit of a trus't 
r'('':Hlnt. 

1
Sllhject. to i~;-estnicnt or othcr\Yise, 

~aYlng tne Yan0us GoYernu1ents the large 
<:nnonnt thl~~- pay in exchange then it v,-ould 
he· goorl titiLJ; l1ut I thjnk 'the public and 
Parllan1cnr art! cntitlec1 to sornc infonnation 
en Lhc nL ttf'r. 

The Pn' ZI!IER: It c:_lts both \Ya:ys. 

FORGAX Sl\llTH: Tlutt is not 
The Premier indicated on 

'li·as a InoYc on foot. in 
1\-lacartney 1v :Ls pa..riicu­

rcta:n the monf'v in Aus­
pay it into a trus( account, 
the control of the people to 

intr:rf'::'t is tluc, and b~.- that n1ean· 
lo:-s the GoYcrnn1c~ts inr:ur 111 

thr• rnoncy oYerscls. 

The PRE',IJETI: If that was done it >Yould 
:iinmcdiatcly nutko the exchange 1;onnal. 

:\11-. W. FORG:\1\J S:\IITH: Not immedi­
ntcly. but it might have that effect in time. 
Tlw conditions in relation to exchange aro 
'url_1. that. if . we can regard the present 
posmon as bcmg stable, the exchange rate 
'houlcl be reduced now. There are two 
:!. ('._sons 'Shy the exchange rate is being rnain­
tairJcd ,~s high as it is at presr•nt, one reason 
bejng that producers 1vho export get the 

d~."'\1. rtage of an increase on the low price 
level. That is of ach·antage to them, and, 
through them, to rhe Crmmonwealth and the 
State. 

l.Eother rca~on why apparently those who 
C%trol tho•e thin,-s are reluctant to take 

action is thar~ thev fear that the con­
l~ow obtaining· may not of them-

sdws be st,·blc, and that Yiolent fluctuations 
may take place in the near future, which 
may give rise to other things being required. 
Those are obYiously tho two reasons why 
exchange has not been dealt with; but. 
surely the Premier c annat contemplate with 
equanimity the existing exchange rate be­
coining a ~pcrn1ancnt feature of the relations 
between this and othei· countries. It may 
be, as the hon. gentleman says, a temporary 
advan+ag·e to producers; but, when we con­
sider the qJJestion frcm the point' of yiew of 
the whole of the Commonwealth, a stabilised 
exchange must be better for all concerned. 
Some people ma:, get an advantage, but I 
am dealing with it from the national point 
of view. In an:v case, any information in 
that direction >vill be valuable and interest­
ing to the Committee; and, if something 
i,; clone along t,hose lines. a benefit >vill 
accrue. I defer anv further remarks on the 
matter until I have heard the Treasurer on 
the su bj eel. 

The TREASuRER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Wynnum) [3.2]: The LFader of the Oppo­
sitikm made one extraorcl!inary remark­
that' was. that we had increased taxation b,­
£1.500.000. How on earth did he come to 
that conclusion? The figures are dead 
against him. \Ve have not increased taxation 
by £1,500,000; and I am amazed that the 
Leader of the Opposition is apparently pur­
suing, to some extent, the same argument 
ti>ed yesterday by the hon. member for 
Herlwrt. As a matter of fact, who are thee 
partiu »·ho have increased taxation? 

}Ir. Pr:ASE: You aro. 

The TREASuRER: :"\o. ::\lay I repeat 
the information I gave ~-estcrday? Is it 
not a fact that in 1915. wh,cn hon, members 
oppo· itc took possession d the Treasury 
benchrs, rhe incon1e tax receipts \Yere 
£954,000, and there was no land tax'! Those 
are facts from \vhich hoL. l11Cl11bers oppo­
site cannot possibly get awa;7

• ...4.s :-300n as 
hon. members oppositr~ got into office. they 
started piling on taxation. They. had in 
.-ic : the ,arrving out of their policy in 
regard to the socialisat: m of inclusn-y. If 
~ye turn GQ·ain to that little red book. we 
shall finf1 that their objr-_'t was to ~:o in for· 
State st ·.tions, State fisheries. and other Shte 
enter ;ric.c", They had quit.o a numb r of 
~ir:1i1 r thin~-" th:-tt thP:;· t ~1ought \\"'ere ::oing 
to add to the b~ncfit of the cor ·munitv; 
and th· :- piled o 1 t1xation galore. ~ 

n.rr. PE\S~: Tc11 us what. :you did. 

The TREASURlDR: The Deputy Leader 
of tlw Opposition generally puts his foot 
into it jf he speaks; and he rea11.v is a 
genninc ""et to this side. Let me give the 
receipt from taxation m the follm,-ing 
YE'Rl'·: :--

1927-28 (Labour GoYernment) 
1928-29 (Labour Government) 
1930-31 (:\Ioore Government) 

£ 
4,978,083 
4 671 652' 
4:272:566 

The hon. r:1ember for Herbert will use any 
arg-ument at all. He thinks the public out­
side arc silly: but they are quite capable· 
of judging the man who makes such utter­
ances and of judging the figures themseh-es. 
I will giYe him a little advice, and tell him 
that the public are keenly aliYe to what 
the Labour Partv failed to ·do. the taxation 
the~- imposed on 'the people. and the general 
position to-dav. for which hon. members. 
oppo>ite are entirely responsible. 

Hon. IV. H. Banus.] 
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Mav I raise another point? Doeo the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition forget that 
he told us that, if there was one thing we 
·ought to do, it was to start immediately and 
·spend eyery penny we had? 

Mr. PEASE: I did not say so. 

'The TREASURER: I could turn up the 
remarks of the hon. member to that effect, 
which appear in " Hansard " again and 
again. He has repeatedly said, " Gentle­
men go ahead l Don't look to the future 
at ~Ill Be Mi<awberlike-wait for some­
thing to turn up l" 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: He also said 
that a Government should not pay interest. 

The TREASURER: That is so. He is a 
great fin,mcie1·. If the Labour Party is 
returned to power at any time-it will be 
·a long time in coming-the hon. member 
will be the chief financier of the party. 
If that does happen, then I advise him to 
go to school for a little to obtain some 
instrnction on finance. That will do him 
good. 

Mr. PEASE: Your kind of financing will 
cnot do me any good. 

The TREASURER: If the hon. member 
·will adopt the cautious manner in which 
1 have financed, he will do well for him­
:self and for his party. 

The Leader of the Opposition soug:ht 
information concerning our external m­
·debtedness; but I would remind him that 
that is controlled by the Commonwealth Go­
vernment through the Loan Council. 

Mr. W. J!'ORGAX S.IHTH: I was referriag to 
-the statement made by the Premier to the 
effect that the Agent-General was nego­
.tia ting· in certain directions. 

The TREASURER: The Agent-General 
is continuing certain negotiations that were 
opened some time ago. It will be of distinct 
advantage to Australia if we can relieve the 
present llnancial strain, and will m~tterially 
assist in balancing the Budget. The Pre­
mier was also quits right when he said that 
there was another side to the picture. For 
instance, butter producers are able to obtain 
a higher price overseas as a result of the 
present exchange position. The same prob· 
ably applies to the sale of copper and wooL 

'l'here is no doubt that the exchange posi­
tion has been a very serious handicap in 
financing in Australia. If the rate remains 
as at present, then the annual cost of remit­
ting money from Australia will be about 
£13,000,000. 

:Mr. POLLOCK: 'l'he present rate of ex­
change does not mean that there is a loss all 
the time. We gain in another way. 

The TREASURER: I admit that; but 
·the present rate of exchange makes it 
extremelv difficult for Governments to 
'finance. ·It will be necessary for Queensland 
to find nearlv £1,100.000 for the remittance 
of money overseas this year-a tremendous 
~urn. It is an inexorable obligation, and it 
will continue to be a real financial difficulty 
for some years to come. 

I have been asked to give some informa­
tion concerning the attitude of the Govern­
ment with respect to bondholders who failed 
to convert under the recent conversion plan. 
I received a telegram from the Common­
wealth Treasurer, who is also Chairman of 

[Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

the Loan Council, inquiring if the Qnoens 
land Government would fall into line with 
a suggestion he had made-a suggestion that 
had been previously made at Loan Conncil 
meetings-that a certain sum of money 
should be provided to meet the case of 
necessitous bondholders. The Queensland 
Government immediately fell in with the 
suggesti•m, and it is proposed to provide 
£2,000,000 to meet nece•sitous cases. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) [3.11]: I 
have risen principally to discuss .the position 
of harbour boards, and particularly the 
position of the Rockhampton harbour board. 
I have debated this question at considctable 
length on previous occasions. EYery n1en1-
ber representing Central Queensland srould 
b0 in his place to-day to back me up in 
what I am about to say. Quite a lot of 
noise is made to the effect that the Rock­
hampton harbour board is indebted to the 
Go\"ernment to the extent of £500,000. 

The failme> of the board to meet its 
oblig-ations to the Government has beert 
gscribed to bad management; but I want 
to point out thgt the Goyernment of the 
dav were as much responsible for the posi­
tioll of the board to-day as the board itself. 
During the whole of the period when the 
river and harbour improvement schemes 
were being carried out, the board was com­
posed of level-headed business men. I chal­
lenge contradiction on the part of the Trea­
surer to my statement that the past Govern­
ment were as much responsible for the 
capital expended by the board as the board 
ibelf. Naturally, the present Treasurer 
must take the board to task for its failure 
to meet its Treasury commitments. When 
the board propounded its river and harbour 
improvement schemes, the late Govermneat 
sent experts to Rockhampton to report upon 
them. The reports were so favourable that 
the Government of the day agreed to advance 
loan money to carry out the works designed. 
That was the policy which was consistently 
and persistently carried out. The board 
arrived at a sta.ge in its river in1proyernent 
scheme when a further £20,000 was necea­
sary to complete a stone wall, which would 
haYe the effect of considerably improving 
the depth of the river. The 'I'reasury refused 
to advance the necessary money, with the 
result that the loan money preyiously ex­
pended has been practically thrown away. 

I have argued before, and I do so again, 
that Brisbane has lived on the taxpayers of 
Queensland too long. \Ve cannot get up 
in this Chamber too often in order to let 
the people know that it is nearly time that 
Brisbane recognised that it is not Queens­
land. The Brisbane river has had almost 
half a million of money spent upon it out 
of consolidated revenue. During the fourteen 
vears of La hour administration all the best 
dredges in the State were concentrated in 
the Brisbane river, and ports in Central 
and Northern Queensland could not obtain 
the use of a dredge without paying for ita 
hire. This question has evoked considerable 
discussion in Rockhampton, and very im­
portant articles have been written in the 
local press. As a representative of Central 
Queensland, I refute the allegation that the 
position of the Rockhampton harbour board 
is due to bad management. If Rockhampton 
secured its rightful trade, the board would 
be in a better position to meet its obliga­
tions to the Government. I giYe every 
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crc·ciit to G ladstonc for possessing a good 
harbour. but Rorkhampton possesses tv:o 
ports in Port Alma and Broadmount, 111 

ddition to access by the Fitzroy riYer. 
Speaking personally, it is no use Rock­
harnpton having, as it were, three string·s 
to its bow; but, as a port, I believe that 
Port Alma stands out on its own. h is 
equal t.o- any port in Queensland, and ship­
ping can enter it as safely as any other 
port in Queensland, including the Gladctone 
harbour. The hon. member for Port Cm·tis 
knows that shipping can ente.r and oerlh at 
the wharf at Port Alma at any hour of 
the dav without the slightest trouble. The 
Roekhampton ·'Morning Bulletin,'' in its· 
issues of 1st and 19th :\larch last. published 
articles, one of which was headed-

'· HARBOUR FIXANOE. 

''HOW BRISBANE DID IT. 

"ChEques against Overdraft." 

The Treasurer has been furnished with thew 
article€, and I know that he has enjoyed 
reading them. Rockhampton will not have 
its fair name besmirched by :tny Cabmet 
Minister or parliamentarian whilst a Centritl 
Queensland er remains in this Chamber. T 
shall read the following brief summary of 
the article published on 1st March:-

" 1. The State, as a whole, purchased 
costly dredging plant with which to 
develop the port of Brish:.ne. 

"2. The State, ~s a who),,, paid in­
ter< >t and rede.mption on the capital cost 
of the whole plant for 365 days of i.he 
year. 

"3. The Brisbane Harbour Trust 
paid 6 per cent. to the Government on 
such plant as it used, and only while it 
adually was in use. 

" 4. The chr-que used to pay the 6 per 
cent. for hire of plant was drawn 
,,gainst the overdraft of the Brisbane 
Ha·rbour Trust. Without the backing 
of the taxpayBrs of Queensland it had 
no backing whatever. 

" 5. The same sort of cheque was used 
·to pay interest, redemption, debits on 
working costs, and for land bought. 
Without the same backing it was equally 
valueless. 

" 6. As the accounts of the State had 
to be balanced yearly, the taxpayers of 
Queensland were raided to give value 
to the otherwise valueless cheques of the 
Brisbane Harbour Trust. 

" 7. The process amounted really to 
capitalising interest, •redemption, hirtl 
of plant, and other shortages Bach year, 
and making every taxpayer in Queens­
land, already loaded 'vith his own local 
authority taxation, help to pay interest 
on them." 

The article goes on to show that out of 
ninety-nine drBdges and tugs twcmty-three 
were ·working and seventy-six 1vere laid up. 

I know the Treasurer enjoys wholesome 
titbits on harbom matters; and I refer the 
hon. gentleman to a very interesting article 
which appear0d in the Rockhampton 
" Moming Bulletin " of 5th March, 1930, 
setting forth in detail the whole position. 
There is no necessity for me to read that 
article, as it is self-explanatory, and I know 
the Treasurer will read it. I want to get to 

the anide of rhc 19th :March, 1930, which 
has a heauing in largo type to this effect-

" OuR PORTS SUFFER. 

" DISHONESTLY TAXED TO MAINTAIX 
BRISBANE RIVER. 

" '.,)._li orning Bulletin ' Disclosures. n 

The " Morning Bulletin " is particularly 
fortunate in having a most capable mariner 
on its staff. That gentleman knows harbour 
matters as well as all the experts in Bris­
bane, and he has rendered yeoman service 
to the paper on which he now serves. 

Just listen to this extract from the article 
to 'vhich I have referred-

" As the outcome of a series of special 
articles in the ' Morning Bulletin,' deal­
ing with harbour finance, notably the 
comparison between the treatment. 
received by the port of Brisbane and 
thB port of Rockhampton, the chairman 
of the Harbour Board (Mr. J. A. 
Elwing) moved a comprehensive motion 
at a meeting of the board yesterday in 
which the chief points in the articles 
were stressed and a rPquest that an 
investigation be made into the financial 
position of the capital port. The motion 
was carried unanimously, and it was­
evident from the remaTks of member& 
that such a course of action was long 
overdue. The board placed on record 
its appreciation of the ' Morning Bulle­
tin ' in taking· the initiative and expos­
ing the methods being adopted to boost 
the port of Bri,bane at the expense of 
the rest of the State." 

I have already termed Brisbane the octopus 
of the State. We shall never be satisfied 
until we sever its tentacles and secure the 
management of our own affai·rs. The reso­
lution that was moved by tho chairman at 
that meeting was to the following effect:-

" That, in view of the di ,closures \Yith 
respect to Brisbane harbour finance that 
appeared recently in the 'Morning Bul­
letin,' which disclosures point to the 
fact that-

1. Interest on the overdraft of the­
Bri,bane harbour account was, until 
such overdraft was t·ransferred to loan. 
fund, paid from the consolidated 
revenue. 

2. The purchase price and mainten­
ance cost of dredging plant usf'd to 
develop the Brisbane River and har­
bour were a charge against consoli­
dated revenue, with the exception of 
a purely nominal hiring charge that 
operated c.nly on such unit of such 
plants as were actually in use. 

3. The whole of such dredging plant, 
its auxiliarif·S and accessories, has vir­
tually become the exclusive property 
of the authorities charged with the 
development of the Brisbane River 
and harbour; and 

4. The salaries and wages of the 
professional staff engaged in supervis­
ing the work of developing the Bris­
bane River and harbour were, and 
still are, snbsidised as required from 
consolidated revPnue. 
·' This board is of the opinion that in 

justice to those harbour bonds wl;ioh 
have endeavoured to develop their ports 
on revenue denved from a restricted 
territory, as well as in the interests of 

1111-. Dun!op] 
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undiscrirninating and in1partial goYern­
ment the fullest investigation into the 
<liscl~sures is in1peratiYe. 

"That copies of this n1otion, together 
with the full series of articles above 
referred to, be fo-rwarded to every 
Queensland harbour board, with the 
;·equest that th_ey _support the requ~st 
for such inve't1gatwn, and obtam tne 
support of their district members of 
Parliament thereto. 

"That Central members of Parlia­
ment be urged to give their active sup­
port to the request for such investiga­
tion." 

Any Central Queenslander in this Chamber 
should have the courage to get up and defend 
the Rockhampton harbour board; and _I am 
sorrv that our worthy Home Secretary _Is not 
in his place at the present time, as I have 
no doubt he would be in a position to do so 
very ably. I know that the hon .. member 
for Port Curtis-perhaps qmte unmtentwn­
ally-has interjected from time to time in 
regard to the board's financial position._ No 
doubt he has very closely read those articles; 
and I can safely say that at the present 
time the Rockhampton members are on more 
friendly terms with th~ obj~ct of co-operating 
in order to get their fan share for the 
respective ports. 

The only argurr:ent against I_'ort Alma is 
that it is not smtable for residential pur­
poses owing to the salt pans ; but the 
depth of water is there, and the largest 
ships can come in at any time. I hope mem­
bers of ihe present Government will stop 
their stupid assertions about the Rockhamp­
ton harbour board. The indebtedness of 
.£5()0 000 is there; and I thrust the onus of 
that ' indebtedness on the Governments of 
all time and strongly object to members 
of the pr'esent Government trying to besmirch 
the good name of a capable body like the 
Rockhampton harbour board. In Rock­
hampton the administrative staff ea!" wo;k 
in a fo\d house or a shed, whereas m Ens­
bane they must have the most up-to-date 
and handsome buildings. I endorse the able 
remarks of the hon. member for Keppel 
last night, and, irrespective of the founder­
ing of any barque-my barque has never 
foundered yet. I have always safely steered 
my ship into harbour no matter how rough 
the woather-I hope the Treasurer will give 
the Committee a satisfactory explanation as 
to whether he believes in favouritism to one 
port, seeing that the metropolis is to a large 
extent living on Central and North Queens­
land. 

The TREASURER (Hon. vV. H. Barnes, 
Wymwm) [3.29]: The hon. member who has 
just resumed his seat said something about 
making stupid remarks. The hon. member 
ought to practise what he has been laying 
down. 

Before dealing with Rockhampton or anv 
other port, I wish to state that the Govern­
ment have to do justice to all ports. The 
Government do not know Brisbane in the 
matter of port expenditure any more than 
they know Rockhampton or any other port. 
Their• dnty is the common one of taking the 
broadest possible view of the interests of all 
Queensland. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The 'rREASURER : 'l'hat is the standard 
the Government have set. May I tell the 
hon. member for Rockhampton that it 

. I Mr. Dunlop. 

\Vould please the Goverurnent und relieve 
them o£ a very great deal of financiJ.l 
responsibility if the Rockhampton shipping 
trade was to increase. It would be a source 
of great pleasure to m to know that Rock­
hanipton was improving its position iu that 
respect. The Government do not view with 
any special favour the falling-off of a port; 
they want to see all the ports prosper, realis­
ing that, if all the ports have a greater 
amount of shipping, it will be in the inter­
e·,ts of Queensland as a whole. 

I will show how unfair the hon. member 
has been. He has been reading " Morning 
Bulletin" articles, some of which ha.-e been 
\\ ritten on false premises. \Vhat is the posi­
tion? Is it creditable to Rockhampton that 
since 1918, with the exception of £1,000 
which was received this year, they hrr \'8 not 
paid off 1d. of their indebtedness? 

;\1r. DUNLOP: Why? 

The TREASURER: Those are the facts. 
We have a "dead horse" so far as Rock­
hampton is concerned. It is perfectly true 
that this year we have received £1,000, and 
I shall explain how we received that. A 
ship came to Port Alma wharf, and there 
was some damage done to the wharf. The 
harbour board sued the owners of the ship 
and got a verdict; and, when we noticed 
they had got a verdict, we said, " Now is 
our time to get in and get a bite out of it." 
We got £1,000; and that is the first payment 
to the Treasurv since 1918. I should think 
the hon. member would be ashamed to get 
up and refer to a position like that. 

Mr. DuNLOP: I am quite proud of my 
remarks. 

The TREASURER: I congratulate the 
hon. member on the pride which he is show­
ing in connection with the matter I am now 
dealing with. I do not think any other 
hon. member would like to be congratulated 
along similar lines. The hon. member for 
Rockhampton has stated that the port of 
Brisbane has received certain things, and 
that, in addition, Brisbane has not paid its 
own expenses. Let me show that that is 
absolutely untrue. First of all, I will deal 
with the plant. Let us go back to 1893. 
All dredge plant purchased since the yeat· 
1893 has either been paid for out of the 
Brisbane Harbour Fund or a charge has 
been made against that fund for plant pur· 
chased since that year and used on the 
Brisbane River. These are the facts:-

Plant paid for by Brisbane Harbour 
Fund and included as indebtedness-

Dredge " Remora " 
Dredge "Platypus II." 
Barges " Dugong " and " Seal " 

£ 
46,42.5 

100,317 
59,291 

Total , .. £206,033 
Plant on which a hire charge has always 
been made when such plant was working 
in Brisbane is-

Dredges "Hercules," " San1son " an::l 
"Casuarina.'' 

I want to draw the hon. member's atten­
tion to this, for he has apparently overlooked 
it. Plant, etc., to the value of £33,058, the 
original cost of which was charged to the 
loan fund account of the State, was handed 
over to the Rockhampton harbour board on 
the constitution of that board. 

Mr. DUNLOP: We do not dispute that . 
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The TREASURER: I am very glad of 
that. \V e need not discuss that any fu:the;·, 
as the hon. member does not dispute 1t. 

Certain plant other than the abovemcn­
tioncd dredges and barges has been used 
in Brisbane since 1893, and has been treated 
as endowment, in the same \vay as plant 
handed over to Rockhampton and 'Iowns­
ville upon the constitution of harbour boards 
at those ports. It has been said that the 
expenditure in connection with Brisbane has 
not been charged to the port. '£hat is not 
correct. It has been argued on the floor 
{)f this Chamber that, whilst Rockhampton 
has to pay the salaries of certain people, 
the salaries are not charged to the port of 
Brisbane. That is entirely wrong. 

Mr. DuNLOP: The State has been paying 
a lot of it. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member is 
entirely wrong. The charges are debited 
to the port of Brisbane. The Treasury has 
always treated the fina~ces o! the port of 
Brisbane as though dealmg with a harbour 
board. 'The cost of administration is borne 
by the Brisbane Harbour Fund, and not by 
the taxpayers of the whole State. For 
example the amount so borne during the 
last thr~e financial years has been-

1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 

£ 
6,814 
6.938 
5,331 

The Treasury has always dealt in the same 
way with the expenditure connected with 
Brisbane;\ in other words, it has been 

·charged to the Harbour Fu:rd. The expen­
diture on the port of Bnsbane smce 1st 
January, 1893, has been met either from 
the revenue of the port or from amounts 
advanced by the Treasury by way of loan, 
in the same way as loans to harbour boards. 

If a loan is made to the port of Bris­
bane, then that port is rhponsible for ~he 
payrncnt of interest and redemption. The 
hon. member for Rockhampton endeavoured 
to bolster up a <'<58 b,y , qFotin¥' .~rtlc]es' 
from the Rockhampton '· Bulletm." He 
has evidently guarded those articles more 
carefulh~ tlutn he gtnrded his ice ereatn on 
another" c~·casion. lie no~.v suggcE=t~ 
thino- that lL' considers we shonld 
I af~1 an1azed nt his tac:.ice. 

'Hr. ~lULLAK (Fiinilcrs) [3.37]: The Trea­
-s'urer has lately Jdoptcd a plan 0f indlg­
nantlv denying charges that haYe never 
been "made, the object being to cover up 
the real accusations. He <.1nnot always g·et 
away with it. No doubt he is very anxious 
to hide the deficit of approximately 
£1,250,000 shown last yea·r. 

:Ylr. EDWARDS : \Vhat about your legal 
expenses? 

Mr. :\fCLLAJ\": I did not receive one 
penny for legal expenses while I . was 
Attornev-General. If I had only enJ00 ed 
the technical qualification-that was all that 
\vas neces:5ary~I 1night have earned s'omc 
money; hut let me get back to the subject. 

Mr. CLAYTO:-r: I should think so. "Whot 
about your traYe-l1ing expensef'? 

Mr. MULLAN: 'I'ho traYG!ling- cxpe,•;r-, 
that I rE-ceived ·were well deserved. ThP 
Treas·urer will have arna~sed the hug2 
of £4,000,000 odd dm·ing his tll!'l e ~·2ar' 
office. 

I luxe rist:n parti~ularly t-:; 
qae~tion n1ertioned by r11e during 
on thr• Financial StatcnH.'llt, 'vhen 
out that during this financial yeat· and 
Jasr financial vear the Treasurer h ... ~d 
illegally transfe1:red £200,000 from repay­
rnc __ t;;;. of loan.3 to con~olidated revenue. 
The hon. gentleman replied to tlw effect 
that his action was in accordance with 
th" terms of the Commonwealth and State 
Financial Agreement Ratification _-\.d. I 
then pointed out that only £29.(J0 of the 
£100,0CO with respect to this yE>ar had 
propel')y applied, and that tlw Lalanc::-
been dlc.sally applied. The Treasurer 
rnisscd 1ny sta ten1ent with a wa Ye of ilLs 
hand. saying that the argunH:>-nt w2s' 
un• DUd!. I thc>n contc·nded that. under t'te 
Act referred to. the Tre "surer ·had autho­
rity to pay into a sinking fund only 5s. pPr 
cent. per annum in respect of money 
uclvanccd to la< !I authoritie'. etc.. now 
r,momning to £11, 750,0LJ. 

The section is so clear 
understand how, except for 
expediency, it could have 
It says this-

that I cannot 
the purposes of 

been misread. 

" Provided that, vr,hen loan monevs 
have been advanced bv a State to -a 
public or local authority or body con­
stituted by the State or under the iaws 
of the State and the authority or body 
repays such moneys out of its revenue, 
the State may, out of moneys so repaid, 
make its sinking fund contributions in 
respect of the loan moneys so advanced.'' 

I want to lay special emphasis on the words 
" in respect of the loan moneys so advanced." 
Only " in tespect of loan moneys so ad­
vanced " was the Treasurer justified in trans­
ferring moneys from the repayment of loans 
to the consolidated ;·evenue to meet the 
sinking fund obligations? As I sltted, 
£11,787,526 was the whole of the monev 
that was so advanced. As we must p. y 
5s. per cent. per annum to the ,inkim; 
fund to meet this indebtedness, only £29.463 
could have been withdrawn legally by th 
Treasurer. 2'\otwithstanding the 
madP by the Treasurer to the contrary. 
the course of my speech on th- Financial 
Statement, I contended that he iilc ga!lj 
transfei'red £70,000 odd from loan fund t-J 
the comolidated revenue. That was a 
improper and irregular thing. It was 
a misappropriation of funds, because wac< 
not done in accordance with the terms . f 
the Commonweo lth and States Financial 
Agreement Ratification Act .. -,nd should not 
ha,·e been so transferred. -\Vhen the Trea­
surer loftily ·waved h-is hands and disrnissed 
my argunu~nt.. I asked the hon. ge1~tlernai~ 
if he would take it up with the Auditor­
Gener"l and tho Crown Law Office to ascer­
tain what was the position. The hon. gent!,_ 
man certainly gave me no indication t!ut 
he would take any action in that direction. 
Howe-;-er, since then the Auditor-General's 
report has come to hand. In commenting 
on the transfer of this £100,000 during- tb; 
last financial year and £100,000 in the pre­
vious year from the repayments of 
towards sinking fund obligatiom. 
Auditor-General says, inter alia-

" I am of opinion that the 
interpretation of the Act is 
able.'' 

He goes on. however, to say-
" If, however, the principle laid down 

by the Act of meeting loans at maturity 

Mr. 
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by the establishment of a sinking fund 
created by loan advances repaid is 
admitted to be sound, the Treasury's 
interpretation may be considered not 
unreasonable." 

In the first place the Auditor-General reg·ards 
the interpretation of the Treasurer as ques­
tionable, but later says that his action may 
not be considered unreasonable under the 
circumstances. I know that the Treasurer 
is in a difficult position, and is ready to 
grab any money he can lay his hands upon. 
Personally, I dis;1gree with his action in this 
connection. It is not a fair proposition. I 
disagree with the interpretation of the Trea­
surer. Of course, from the point of Yicw 
of expediency. I know how anxious he was 
to -coop that little fund. 

The TREASURER : I know how anxious you 
were. 

Mr. MrLLAN: I have been Acting Trea­
surer on n1any orcasjons for as long as -,ix 
months at a time, so that I ctm not alto­
gether ignorant of the .Juties qnJ oUigations 
of the Treasurer, althJugh T cannot claim 
to hH,~P had the long experience of the prP­
sent I'reasm cr. But one of the most im­
portant dutic s of the Treasurer is to see 
that in dealing with funds he acts within 
the law. \Yhen I spoke previously on ti:is 
matter, I asked the hon. gentleman to confer 
with the ,\uditor-General's Department and 
the Crown Law Office before he committed 
himself on the matter. Since then thG 
Auditor-General's report has ~Om"l to hand, 
and it confirms to some extent th8 suc.pieions 
which I held. Surely the matter is of 
sufficient importance for the Treasurer to 
submit the matter to the Crown Law Office 
for advice. As I told the hon. gentleman 
previously, I was not merely acting oH my 
own opinion when I spoke on the matter. 
I had secured legal opinion, which was to 
the effect that the Treasurer's interpretation 
of the financial agreement was incorrect. 
Kow that the Auditor-GeneNI savs that the 
Treasurer's interpretation is questionable, 
surely the hon. gentleman might conceive it 
to be his duty to secure legal advice from 
the Crown Law Office. Indeed. th,, matter 
is of sufficient itnportance to ·warrant tlw 
Treasurer securing eminent legal advice 
upon it. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Not another job for McGill, 
r hope! 

Mr. MDLLAN: I do not care who gets 
it, so long as the best man gets it. Of 
coursP, the Treasurer ma.v have already 
secured that advice. If he has, then at 
least he should have replied to me pre­
vionsly. The matter might well be cieared 
up b:'' the Trea~urer. 

'I'he TREASURER : You are Yery jealous of 
the Treasurer. 

Mr. MULLAN: I am jealous of the 
re]Jutation of Queensland. In financial, as 
in all other matters, we ought to act within 
the law. The watchdog of our finances-the 
Auditor-General-says that the Treasurer's 
interpretation is questionable. Under these 
"ircumstances the Treasurer should refer the 
matter to counsel for advice. I have great 
confidence in the ability of the Treasury 
of!icials to carry out the routine work of 
their department, and, from my experience, 
they have done that work exceedingly well. 
They cannot, however, be expected to be 
expert on intricate legal points of this kind. 

[Mr. Mullan. 

When the Treasurer sat on this side he 
al" ays held up his hands in horror at what 
he regarded as illegal procedure. I hope 
the Treasurer will clear this matter up. 

The Trea .. urer has-I will not saY burgled, 
because it would be out of order-but he 
has appropriated £22,000 odd from the 
trea,·urv notes fund. This credit balance 
has been there for a long time. Of course 
the Treasury :'\otes Act has heen more or 
lees obsolete since the Commonwealth took 
over the note issue; still, Queensland has an 
obligation to pay those notes when pre­
f.c·nted, and a fe',\ have been pres'ented year 
after year. It is possible, although quite 
improbable, that in due time most of those 
notes will be presented for payment. I 
have no doubt that they will be paid: and 
ther•' is a legal obligation on the 'l'rcasurer 
to keep that money in the Treasury. As 
everyone knows, at the time of the bank 
crash in 1893, an Act was passed providing 
for the note is'-ue; and amongst other 
things it \\ ~s provided that-

" Th•2 amount of coin held by the 
Treasury shall never be less than one­
fourth of the total amount of notes in 
circulation.'' 

I do not suppose the Treasurer has any coin 
in the Treasury, although there used to be 
a little g-old there. The Treasurer is sup­
posed at no time to have les's gold than 
the value of one-fourth of the amount of 
trE>asury notes still in circulation. My point 
is that the Treasurer ought to regard this­
money as sacred. Technically it is not a 
trust fund the same as other trust funds. 

The TREASC:RER: Is there any truth in the· 
statement that your are reading for the bar? 

~1r. MrLLAN: I do not s'uppose it 
would interest the hon. g·entleman very 
much whether I was or not; but, judging 
b~· some 'pecimens of me m bcrs of the bar 
on the other side, I would have great hopes 
of succeeding. I think the Treasurer should 
give some guarantee to the public in regard 
1-o that £22,000 odd. Of course he will say 
that consolidated revenue will meet it. In 
the State Advances Reserve Fund, the Real 
Property Act As'surance Fund, and the 
Savings Bank Stock Account ApproYal Bill 
the Treasurer is making no provision for 
the amount of money appropriated P;:cept 
that the consolidated revenue will meet the 
amount. I can assure the hon. gentleman 
that, if he went to the real property office, 
he would get evidence from Mr. Bradfield 
that some day there will be a tremendously 
big claim madu against the Treasury in 
regard lC\ that assurance fund. As with life 
assurance, obligations are entered into in 
one generation, and not dis'chargecl until 
one or two generations later. I hope the 
Treasm·cr will go into the matter of the 
treasurv note issw_, and examine his con­
science· as to whether he is doing right in 
making no proYision to meet the amount 
except from the good old consolidated 
renmue. H is a trust fund put there for 
a spr,cific purpose, and that purpose should 
not be lightly disregarded by Parliament_ 
Smm boclv wants to know whether it is a 
fact that the Treasurer is commencing to 
study ;inance in his old age. If he studied 
it long enough, he would probably develop 
a surplus; but his knowledge at present is 
not grce.t, considering the abnormal deficit 
he has brought down after two and a-half 
years in office. 
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I v, Juld ~1ow Eke to 111 . ke a brit·£ :_·t·f~-r~ 
t?l'lCE' to a ~tat,· rnent n1ade by th~ ~..\tro~·ueYw 
Ge ~_:ral ~-eHc·rday regardinc; the P'i:pz:·nses 
of a paet Attorney-General-the late T .. J. 
Ryan. It is r('grPttable tha·· the l1alne of 
1:hat distinguished gcnth:n1an shonl.J be 
bandied about this Chamber at a time ht'n 
he is not able to defend hims •lf. It is the 
most disp:raccful thing that I haYc lmo"·n 
to transpire in thi; Chamber. 

:\1r. :\LiHER: There was no attack on him. 

:1-lr. :i\fCLLAK: I hope that. for the sake 
of the honour and dignity of this Parliament, 
it will neYer take place again. If the late 
Hon. T. J. R>.m were here to defend hilil-
self-- · 

:\Ir. BL ·.cKLEY: Hr woulrl adn1it that he 
r;~ceiYed rhc rnoney. 

:\Ir. ~fCLLA::\': He y. ould show that .et 
that time Labour was fighting as JWYer before 
to protect the ~-'..cts of Parliament which it 
had passed. EYery Act of Parliament passed 
by the Labour Party was fought in rhe courts 
of the coumry by our opponents. They could 
not beat us in the country with the clcctor.s, 
and they thought they \Yould defeat us in 
the court":.; s.o every important Af't of Parw 
limnent passed by our GoYern111ent in those 
d.1ys \Vas appealed against and fought out 
in the courts. and the late J'llr. Ryan was our 
champion who defi:nded our crse. I have 
here a <locun1ent-thc Premier wil1 reJncnl­
ber it-which I quoted in this Chamber on a 
mcmoraHe occasion. This is a clipping from 
it, giving the objects of rhe Employers' 
Fedpration~ 

'' Testing the legality of any Act, 
prod.~mation, regulation, or order of thP 
Federal or State Parliaments, or of anv 
rule or bywla\v of any cJrroration ill 
eYr-r;, cas2 of con1n1on appli< .ttion." 

Fro1n the date of C:e Labour GoY·2rnn1ent 
eo[lning into pov.·er their object \Yas to 
~vend their n1oney, not in clf.~ctions, 1 n in 
t<::,ting the lc-galicy of our legislation. The 
n :.ult of that was !'hat the late :Hr. Rvan 
had to go to coqrt to d.:f<wd the In'<EaoECC 
Act. 

=~Ir. 'tlAXWELL : V\Thcre did you get that 
from? 

:IIr. ML'LL\:1\: The> hon. member '·as 
c-hnirman of the Employers' Fec1eratic•n at 
the tirne. I an1 :;_orrv I ha•, not more tirne 
to deal ith this matt; r. 'i\. e had to cldcnd 
State insur.lnce and workers' C'OU1nensation. 
-~·c were endeavouring to defend. Act' o[ 
Parliament which would not haYc been a 
succr :s bnt for the fact that '"e est.: blished, 
not only in this Parliam<:>nt but in the courts, 
right from the Supreme Court of the State 
tb the highest court in the Empire, that 
our '·cts were sound. \Vc saved millions of 
pounds to the workers of this country by 
prcserrjng inviolate "\Yorkcrs' C'mnplnsation. 
Not onlY that. bnt we did similar work in 
connectiOn wif,~ State fire in.:'aranc.c, Be~ 
cause tL: L,l Lour Part:v passed that A(t, 
·,:J.d be .a use we were chall· nged in the courts 
and sustained the challenge and won the da:c·. 
we saycd the people of this country £200,000 
per annu1n, which in fifter·~l years represent~ 
£3,000,000. Hon. members opposite talk 
about State ent<rprises. v.•e saved the tax­
payers of this countrv £3,000.0('0 by the 
establishment of a St-ate fire insurance office. 
(Government intenuption.) \Ve reduced fire 
premiums from 25 per cent. to 33 per cent., 
representing, upon the authority of the 

1931-5 G 

In:3uran-...c Con1n1issioner, a sa iJ:g 111 the 
.Jggregatc to the people of the State­
because wr:- not only reduced our O\Yn rates 
but Y,"C forced the priyate companies to do 
tlw same-of £200,000 a year, or, as I have 
said, £3,000,000 in fifteen years. 

:\Jr. POLLOCK (G,·cgory) [4.5]: While we 
,,re engaged on the job of voting £2,600,000 
for the services of this State, it is perhaps 
not an inopportune time to inquire how 
"'ornc of this 1noney is being spent, and to 
get as far ag we possibly can on behalf 
of the public information with respect to 
some items of expenditure which the Go­
wrnment appea;· to be rather diffident about 
giving. 

2\lr. TozER: Interest on the money you 
have borrowed-interest on £56,000,000.! 

2\ir. POLLOCK : Yesterday a question was 
,_,ked in the House which sought to 
a certain how much tho State had paid 
in legal f"''' to certain barrislters and 
solicitors dming the term that the present 
Government have been in power. Mr. 
clkGill's legal fees were put down at £1,907 
for that period. That is for the period from 
21st May, 1929, to 26th October, 1931. 

Dr. KERWIN interjecteC:. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The hon. member for 
::\lerthyr interjects; it is refreshing to hear 
his Yoice in this Chamber. We could hear 
it for weeks before the last election when 
he was promising what he would do for 
the apprentices of this State if he were 
reLuned to Parliament; but we could write 
on an ordinary visiting card Vl;hat he has 
done in that conn('~tion since that time. 

Dr. KERWIN: The Labour Government 
did not do vel"' much when they were in 
office. -

Mr. POLLOCK: If the hon. member had 
done one one-hundredth part of what he had 
promised to do, we would now have a real 
apprenticeship ustem in Queensland, and 
the boys and girls would be given the 
c;c1ance that he promised the electors of 
J\Ierthyr. I do not propose to get off the 
track. I want to point out that, although 
rhr expenses claimed bv Mr. MeGill in 
resrect of the period fra"m 21st May, 1929, 
to 26th October. 1931, are set down at 
£1,907, the public are under the impression 
that the fees in connection with the Mun­
gana case are included in the amount, 
be-:au'e that cas~ ended before 26th October 
1931. ' 

The PREMIER : They arP not included. I 
have stated that definitely. 

'VIr. POLLOCK: The hon. gentleman did; 
tut the newspapers did not publish that 
fact. 

The PREMIER: I have stated that time after 
tin1e. 

Mr. POLLOGK: The amount of £584 
drawn b:v the Attorney-General for the period 
from 21st May, 1929, to 26th October. 1931, 
does not include the little out that he got 
out of the J\1ungana case. 

The PREMIER: That is quite right. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Strangely enough, the 
papers did not publish that either. Quite 
a number of people are under the impres­
sion that, because the Mungana case was 
finalised prior to 26th October, 1931, those 
amounts, and the amount of £1872 paid 
to Messrs. Fitzgerald and Walsh,' together 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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with other amounts paid to oilier peroons, 
comprise the total expenditure in connec­
tion with the Mungana case. I v. ·tnt to say 
here and now that the real bills for the 
Mungana case have yet to come to hand. 

The PREoliER: An amount of £1.5,000 hns 
been placed on the Estimates for that pur­
pose. 

Mr. POLLOCK: \Ye have yet to receive 
the bill of costs for preparing the inter­
rogatories in connection with the Mungana 
case. We have yet to receive the bill of 
costs of ~.1essrs. McGill, Macgroarty, and 
Fitzgerald and Walsh, and other l:.:arrister.s 
who appeared for the prosecution in the 
case, as \vell as the bill of costs from counsel 
who appeared for Messrs. Theodore, JYicCor­
mack, Goddard, and Reid. We have also to 
receive the bill for all other costs in con­
nection with the J\,1ungana case apart from 
tho pr·3paration of interrogatories, including 
the fees of barristers, solicitors, and others 
wchilst appearing in the court. Whether it 
will be possible to get those particulars 
before we go to the country is a matter I am 
unable to determine. There is this to be 
remembered, that £5,000 was placed on the 
Estimates last year for the purpose of meet­
ing these expenses, and that £15,000 has 
been placed on the Estimates for the ensuing 
year. If these sums are insufficient, then I 
presume that, if the bills are paid before 
the end of the financial year, they will be 
regarded by the Treasnrer as u11forseen 
expenditure, and will be paid accordingly. 
\Ve do not really know, and there is no 
certainty that we are likely to know, al­
though it is some months since the case 
was concluded, what the total costs have 
be~n. \Y 0 do not know just when 
those bills will come to hand. or when the 
public will be made a ware of the costs in 
connection with this political feud. We 
do not know just exactly what the amounts 
will be. 

At 4.10 p.m., 
Mr. GRB!STONE (Stanley), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved Mr. 
Roberts in the chair. 

Mr. TozER: You are trying to make a 
little political capital. 

.Mr. POLLOCK : It is not a question of 
making political capital. The question IS 

that the Government have engaged in a 
political feud against political opponents. 

:Yir. MAXWELL: That is not true. 

Mr. POLLOCK: They did that for the 
purpose of making political propaganda. 
The Premier listened to rumours, came into 
this Chamber, and ran the State into a 
huge expenditure. For ,,-hat purpose \Vhat 
could the State get out of it? 

Mr. KIRWAN: The Government should 
now attend to the butter interests. Thev 
~hould clean up their own dirty doorstep. " 

l'!'Ir. POLLOCK: 'I'he State could not get 
anything out of the Mungana case. 

The PRE:\IIER : vVhy not? 

Mr. POLLOCK: Any layman was able to 
tell the Premier before he amended the 
Grown Remedies Act that there was no 
chance of the State succeeding in the Mun­
gana case. Laymen could tell the Govern­
ment that. 

The PREiYIIER: How could you tell that: 
Mr. POLLOCK: We knew that the Go· 

vernment were not concerned so much with 
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the success of the prosecution of the charges 
as in an endeavour to bring down a political 
opponent. 

'The PRE>IIER: \V hat right have you to 
say what a jury would do? 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: We knew when the Pre­
mier amended the Crown Remedies Act, as 
his Attorney-General told us, that he could 
not hope to succeed in a criminal prose­
t ut ion. and a criminal prosecution \Va:3 what 

The PREMIER: Oh, no it wasn't! You 
were concerned with a lot more than that, 
or you ought to have been. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That was all the Govern­
ment were concerned with. 

The PRE3!IER: You ought to ha,-e been 
concerned with a lot more than that. You 
ought to have been concerned with the 
honour of this Parliament. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If the Premier is so 
much concerned with the honour of this Par­
liament when it affects some of his poli­
tical supporters and friends, instead of some 
of the friends of the Opposition. he might 
take that high .. honourable stand now, and 
appoint a royal commission to iiwestigate 
the butter business. 

The PREMIER: If you make any charges, 
as I did. I will do so. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Premier never made 
a charge in connection with the Mungana 
case; he was never game to do so. 

The PRE}IJER: I did, in this Chamber. 

Mr. POLLOCK: The Premier never made 
a charge. 

The PREcJlER: I did. Look up " H..tn­
sard"; 

::\1r. POLLOCK: The Deputy Leader of 
the party. the present Secretary for Public 
ln,;truction. went closest to making a charge, 
Lut it ha:l a Yerv hensv Yeil over it. 

The PnniiER : rt" did not. It was a definite 
charge. 

:l!Ir. l'OLLOCK : There is this to be 
remembered. that quite a Jot of other people 
arc making charges against people who are 
political friends of the Government. 

The PI.E}IIER : \V ell, make a charge, and 
I "\YiLl :.tppoint a royal comn1ission straight 
a·way. 

:\1r. POLLOCK: There io no need to make 
a charge, for I cannot proYe a charge. I 
admit that. 

The PRE21IIER: You prefer to indulg-" m 
innuendoes. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Was the gathering of 400 
dairv farmers at Kingaroy the result of 
innu~endoes? 

The PREmER: No; but that is not \Yhat 
you are saying. 

Mr. POLLOCK: I say that those men are 
concerned with these charges. If the Pre­
mier is as much concerned with the honour 
of Parliament and the honour of his poli­
tical friends. as he professes to be with the 
honour of his political opponents, now is 
the time for him to appoint a royal commis-, 
sion to investigate the charges made against 
them. 

The PREMIER: 'Vhat has that got to do 
with Parliament? 
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Mr. POLLOCK: I do not know; but it 
n1av later on have sornething to do 1Yith 
Pa;liament. 

'rhe PRE11IER: Make your charge, and I 
will appoint a ro: al commission. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Make a charge! The 
Premier would be very glad to get me into 
a position of making a charge so that he 
-could appoint a royal commi,sion to dis­
prove it. 

ThE PRD!IER : I would not. 
Mr. POLLOCK: He would appoint a 

roval corn1nission to \Yhite\vash his 
fr{end~. and then expel 1ne frorn Par~ 
liament for having made a charge that I 
could not prove. I am not such a fool as 
to do that. l am not nearly such a fool. 

The PRE>!IER: I am talking about the 
honour of Parliament. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Then the Attorney­
·General had the nerve to compare the costs 
of this political feud-because it was nothing 
else-with the costs of the cases that the 
late T. J. Ryan defended. I do not say 
prosecuted, but, advisedly, defended on 
behalf of the State to save its citizens and 
taxpayers from having to pay out millions 
of pounds. I will prove that. Let me 
remind the Committee of some of the cases 
that T. J. Ryan appeared in, and compare 
his costs with those of the present Attorney­
General in a case that should never have 
been undertaken. 

Mr. BuTLER: He endeayoured to rob a 
widow. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That just shows how 
far, right from the beginning, the loyalty 
of hon. members opposite goes. One of 
the most important cases T. J. Ryan 
defended was known as the Mooraberrie 
cattle case. \Vhat was the genesis of that 
case? 

Mr. BuTLER: Robbing a widow. 
Mr. KmwA:-;: The court did not say so. 
Mr. POLLOCK: The Sugar Acquisition 

Act was passed in 1914. In 1915 T. J. Ryan 
made an arrangement to supply meat to the 
Imperial Government and the people of 
Queensland--

The PRE}I!ER: Xo; the Imperial Govern­
ment. 

Mr. POLLODK: With meat at a reason­
able price at & time when meat ;vas soaring 
in value. 

The PREMIER: He did not. 
Mr. POLLOCK: The Government of the 

day issued a proclamation nnder the Sugar 
Acquisition Act taking charge of, or ac~ual~y 
acquiring, the whole of the meat supphes 1n 
Queensland to some extent for the use of 
the Imperial Government, and to some 
extent for the use of the people of Queens­
land. 

Mr. BUTLER: The Derrham Government 
did that in 1914. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It was no use the Labour 
Government trying to put a Bill through 
Parliament to do it, because the Legislative 
Council would not have passed it. The only 
way the Imperial Government in a time of 
war could have received this meat at a 
reasonable price was by the acquisition of 
the meat undBr the Sugar Acquisition Act. 
That was done. 

Mr. BuTLER: It was done by ::'vir. Denham 
in 1914. 

:r'.h. POLLOCK: The Su:sar Acquisition 
Act ·was certainly passed in 1914, but the 
late Hon. T. J. Ryan the whole oi 
the meat under th , t In mse the hon. 
1nember does not kno,v, 1nav I ask hin1 ''"hv 
it was that Mrs. Demean and anothe';­
launched an action against Thcodore and 
Ryan, who were acting on behalf of the 
State of Queensland? It was because they 
were the men responsible for it. The pa'­
toralists financed Mrs. Dune· n, the owner of 
Mooraberrie. She i·· a very nice woman-a 
constituent of mine-and s'he has a couple 
of daughters who run thB place very welL 
J\frs. Duncan is a, hard-vvorking woman, but 
that is not the point. The pas:oralists 
financed this ladv-it mav be because 
she was a widow-f do not In1ow-in order 
to have this prodam,,tion upset. The 
Supreme Court of Queensland, the Full 
Court of Queensland. and the High Court of 
Australia upset the proclamation.' If I have 
the history of the <'ase correctly. the matter 
had to be taken to the Privy Council and 
the Privy Council decided in favour ~f the 
Queensland Government. It is estimated 
that, if that case had been lost, then, 
because of other claims which would have 
come in for damages both for trespass and 
for other purposes, against the Government 
of Queensland, the cost to this State would 
have been in the vicinity of £3,000,000. 
The costs of the late Mr. Rvan in that case 
were not paid by the Queensland Govern­
ment. They were paid bv the losers of the 
case-the pastoralists of "the State. How, 
therefo,re, can one compare those expenses 
with the fees of an Attornev-General in a 
case in which the State is paving the whole 
of the c?sts, including the" costs of the 
defence, m what was merelv a political 
&ud? • 

The g·rE 3-t " Eastern " case is another 
case in which the late :'.Ir. Ryan saved 
this State a sum of £60,000. What would it 
matter if the outlay had been £10,000 in that 
case? He •van the case; his law was sound, 
and lw was worth the money to the tax­
payers of Queensland. Can we say the same 
of the present Attorney-General in the cases 
he has prosecuted? I venture to say that 
there is no comparison either between the 
cases or between the men. 

That is really all I intend to deal with at 
this stage. At the second reading stage 
propose to have something to say about the 
Government's method of expending this 
money; but for the present I content myself 
with replying to the Attorney-General',; 
statement that these expenses were th0 
expenses paid to barristers and solicitors for 
this year. I will add this: Considering 
everything that was said by the P'l·c•mi~r 
and by the Deputy Leader of the Govern­
ment against Mr. Theodore and :VIr. 
lY1cCormack before the n1ungana case, no:h­
ing that they could have said 'vould have 
made that case any worse in the eyes of tho 
public than giving to political fri; nds of 
the Government-to the president of the 
Nationalist Party and to officers of th•' 
Nationalist Party-money to prosecute the 
Mungana case. Imagine a Nationalist Go­
vernment, in the first place, briefing to the 
tune of thousands of pounds the president of 
their own political party : 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
The ablest barrister at the bar. 

.1Ir. Pollock.] 
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:'\Ir. POLLOCK : That in itself is an 
immoral proceeding, if the Premier proposes 
to rake a high moral stand. 

The SEcRETARY FOR PcBLIO IKSTRl~CTIOK: 
Do you doubt :\h. ::YlcGi!l's ability as a bM­
rist€r? 

:VIr. POLLOCK: It is a peculiar thing that, 
so far as we ha ye been able to understand, 
practically six-seYenths of the money 
€xpended in legal expenses has f?One to 
friends of the Government. If that rs mam­
taining the dignity of P::<dian;ent and rais­
ing the standard of pol.rtrcs,. rf that rs the 
sort of thing that ::\[ atronahst government 
means if that ic the high standard of 
honou; that the Premier stands for, then I 
beg to be excused from differing with him. 

Mr. BUTLER (Port Curtis) [4.24J.: The 
hon. member fm Rockhampton rarsed a 
Tery interesting point. He was good enough 
to eulo"'ise Gladstone as a very fine port. 
That is" perfectly obvious. The hon. mem­
ber also remarked that Port Alma was also 
a good port. The unfort:>nate part is. that 
it is not a port at all. It rs a wharf bmlt on 
a mud flat 39 miles from the city of Rock­
hampton. 

The hon. member for Rockhampton mr.de 
a yery grave eh rgc> whc n he ,aid that 
Brisbane \\as liYing on Central Queensland. 
"\\-..hen you oxmnine the figures, you ce'l on~y 
( ornr to the conclusion that, to a certa1n 
extent, Rockhampton has been living on the 
rest of Queensland. The capital debt of the 
Hockhampron harLnnr board to the Treasury 
i,· £504 533. the interest which ha, not been 
J;aid a1~ounts to £129,330. making the total 
indeht~dn<'••' of the Rockhampton board to 
th0 Trcasurv £630.863. ~ ... o interest has been 
paid, or 'attempte-d to be ]:laid, since 
January, 18Z8. with the exccptwn of tbc 
£1.000 whic:1 t~1c: TL-'asHrer nH:ntiOJICd he go'· 
a' a bit 'lt a windall w·hcn rhe wlwrf on 
t':te n1udfL t gor in the road of a bi~r, 
q:::ar:ner ::tLcl :.::ot knocked aLo:1t. As a 
rc.~uh of tlH't)~ thl Rockhan1pton harbour 
~ oard got a fc''" t1wP.sa11d pounds'. and the 
Treasurer very ,, thought he should 
~·et hl~ cnt. a'nd £SOt £1,000 out of it. 
!\o reden1ptlon has - paid since 1910~ and 
tile L·Hlrd ha~ not th._ slightest chance of 
eYer p~ying any rc~dcrnption. The interest 
and rcdPmptinn c mount to £58,000 per 
a~:ntnn, and the total gro?>-,, .incon1c. a-s dis­
<:·ln~cd bv the lz:~;;t t1vo ba1ancc-t"heets, is 
Letween "£23,000 and £28,000 per annum. 
Jt i~ tLer" fore. YCrY obYions th:>t there is 
1 et th8 slightc"'t Iiopc. not only of tho 
board eYer paying ru1einption 1 but of eYcr 
paying one lJ.:>nily of intel'. qt. At thE f"anle 
1in1e U ladstone l1as not paid the whole of its 
indebtedn~~''3 to the TrL.l.sury, but has gone 

H0ar to ir. T;1e colcl fact at tiP pre­
tinlc i3 that Clndstone is behind jn 

, r~yment tn the amount of £2,414. with 
JlOiher pay1nent due tl the 'I'reasnry in 

lJcc'rnber. T 110 hoard llrcually pays half-
yuuly inst-,lnleLt." o£ interest and redcmp­
.;ou jn June ,\nd D·~f<..'mber, so there is 
anothC'r pa~-L_,•nt dn" on 3l~t Dt:<·:ernbcr, 
-,,·hidl ·siE ;n.ttPt'iallv r'- duce ·lhc small 
a111ount ontsu:ndin ..... · I han: not the 
:::.lightr )'t hesitation ~in saying that~ if the 
Government in their wisdom did what I 
have been pressing them to do ever since 
1 have been in this Cham11er, and extended 
to GJad~tone the long haulage rate on wool, 
which at present ceases at the nearest port, 
Gladstone would meet the whole of its 
interest and redemption, which would be a 
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long wa~: bettl'r bn.sllL'3S for the TrLa~uror 
!han goi~Jg on recciYing nothing fron1 Rock­
l1aLlpton as at prc:;:ent. 

I go futthcr th"n that. and S.?Y that the 
Rockhc1111pton po:-ition as a port is abso­
lutely hopeless. Even the hon. member for 
Rockhampton knows perfectly '.Yell in his 
heart of heart·· that the p~ople of Rock­
hampton ~urmot g·et a1•.av from the economic 
position. It \Yo'uld pa~: Queensland hand­
sornely to clo3c Port Alma altogether and 
induce the deep eea shipping for Central 
Queensland to come to Gladstone. If th.,t 
'vcre done, Glad.;:tone would not only meet 
its jntereH and rcde1nntion. h11t \votdd be 
only too plea·.cd to shm;lder the interes't and 
reden1ption in r0spe,::t of Port Aln1a. That 
would b0 a far .better proposition for the 
State than to can,v on as 't pre 0nt. v ith 
Rockhampton not likely ro pav anything 
and Gladsrone struggling to J11l~: its share. 
I am perfect!:; certain that evcrv member of 
the Committee will agree tLat it is high 
time that Hockhampton ch·oppcd Port Alma 
a~· a port. and allowed the deep sea ship­
pmg for Central QtH U1F!and to go to its 
natural port, which rs Gladstone. 

Professor Brigden was appointed a little 
while ago to go into the whole of this 
que,tion, Rnd I understand that his report 
is now in the hands of the Premier. I have 
no doubt that. when the Premier goes into 
the report, he will undoubi ·edly come to the 
conclusion that what I have suggested is 
the be·•t thing to do in the interests of 
Queensland as a whole. 

l'.fr. Du:.rLCJP: Hnve you seen the report? 
:VIr. Bl:.;TLER: ::\o. 
The hon. member for Gr<gory insinuated 

that the I'remier was not going to appoint a 
royal commission to inquire into the trouble 
that bas occurred in the dairying industry. 

Jl.fr. POLLCJCK : I never said ,,nything of the 
sort. I said that the honour of Parliament 
d< manded that it should be done. 

:VIr. B'GTLER: The hon. member implied 
that the Premier was not game to appoint 
~, com1nission-that 'vas the innuendo he 
threw out. 

Nlr. POLLOCK: T'bat is the construction you 
put on it. 

Mr. B'CTLER: The hon. member back­
fired, as he occasionally does. I certainly 
stand behind tbe dairymen of Queensland, 
and I feel that this m·tter has to be in­
quired into; but. lwfore the Government 
appoint a royal commission, the dairymen-:-­
who h1w• a great deal of power in then· 
own hands-can deal with the matter. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: If you thought that nny of 
us were invoh ed in it vou would be adYocat-
j~g a con;_~mission. ' " 

Mr. Bl'TLJ.JR: The dairymen have powe1' 
to find out pretty accurat0l:7 'vhich m.anagers 
and directors of the various co-operative but­
ter companies aro concerned in this busino.ss. 
There is not the slio:ht.e .. t reason why specral 
meetings of the shareholders and suppliers 
of the companies shouid not be called, at 
which the officials of ihe companies could bn 
asked whether thev ha<:! received any secret 
commissions. If they said "No," they could 
be asked whether thev were prepared to 
produce a certificate from the Commi~sioner 
of Taxes to that effect. I know that, 1f any­
one appliEs for a certificate stating that he 
has not received any secret commissions, he .. 
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'8an obtai11 it fr01n rho Co1r1ni;;;.sioncr. Before 
a royuJ connni-:.s!on is appointed. eYery dairy 
company should fi:·st take such action as I 
have suggested. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: \Ye shall ha.-e to appoint a 
cornrnis~, ion oursel Yes next year. 

Mr. BT.'TLER: Action should be taken 
straight away by the dairymen. If sufficient 
information cannot be obtained in that way, 
then it ,,-ili be the dut.- of the Government 
to appoint a commission to inquire into tho 
wh·>lo thing·. I shnd behind the dairy 
farmers. anJ this m 1ttor must be cleaned up. 
It hlls gone too far to l.Je left where it is. 

l\lr. KIR\YA:'\ (B,·i,banc) [4.34]: When 
speaking on a previou::; occasion, I 111 '1de a 
statement to the effect that the as•ociated 
banks of Australia were attempting to dic­
tate the policy of the Commonwealth and the 
Stat•cs with regard to what they should do 
on the question of the reduction of salaries 
of public Sf>rvants, in.-alid and old-ago pen­
siollS, and so on; and I put tho thing in a 
nutshell b.- stating that the banks were 
attempting' to dictate the policy of the 
-Governments. The Premier repudiated that 
suggestion, and said that it 'vas not correct, 
and that no attempt of that kind had been 
n1ade. flaYing a recollection cf reading a 
summary of th0 recommendations of tho con­
ference published in the "Daily Mail" just 
about ihat time, and in order that there 
should be no doubt on the matter. as some­
body might say that the press did not gi.-e 
a correct summary of what transpired at 
that conference. I looked up the report of 
tho Prernier;;· Conference.. The conference 
was held on 7th. 9th, and lOth February; 
and I find on page 76 of the report the 
following remarks by Mr. Scullin--

" As the Treasurer. l\ir. Theodore. 
proposes to make to the conference a 
report of his con.-ersations with the 
Commonwealth Bank Board, and as 
these wer~"', in their nature, confidential, 
I think that it should be heard and 
·Con~idered in can1era. 

" Members of the Conference: Hear, 
hear! 

"The conference having heard l\Tr. 
Theodor0 proceeded to consider the 
.questions raised by the statement made 
to them and bv the resolution contained 
in the following· letter addressed to him 
by Sir Rob"'rt Gibson. the chairman of 
the board, dated the 12th February:-

' Dear 1\'Ir. T'hcoclore,-\Yith reference 
to vour discussion with the directors of 
the' Bank Board on the subject of the 
rehabilitation cf the financial and in­
dustrial position of Australia. when it 
was agreed that some concerted effort 
must be made to cone with the situa­
tion, and so a .-oid, if possible, the ulti­
mate disaster whieh will otherwise 
eventualiy face the country, I am re­
qu<'•,tccl by my board to con.-ey to you 
a resolution of the board as set forth 
hereunder-

Subject to adequate and equitable 
reductions in all wages. salaries, and 
allowanc<'s. pensions. i'Ocial benefits 
of all kinds. interest and other fac­
tors which affect the cost of living. 
the Commonwealth Bank Board will 
actively co~operate "·ith the trading 
banko;. and the Governments of Aus­
tralia. in sustaining- industrY and 
rt'.3toring en1p!oyn1Pr:t. · 

' ::\ly board re-alise~ that this resolu­
tion in itself can ]y taken as only a 
comprehensive objective which it is 
desirable to aim for. and necessitates 
practical co~operation and effort in its 
attai1unent.' " 
"This ue0essita tes son1o definite nloYe­

ment and the creati :n of constructive 
plans for accomplishment. I am requested 
n slate mv board clo-ires me, as chair­
man. to CO-Operate \Yith you in every 
poscible way to this end, and join with 
::ou in calling togeth_-r a co:lference of 
the trading banks. ·whtn gen(ral n1easures 
might' be adopte-d for the purpose of 
gi,-ing effect to the t-·rrns of the rc~olu­
tion. aLd the crcahon of a sub-commrttee 
to be apprm-ecl, representing the Go.-ern­
men!. the CommomY.alth Bank, and the 
trrrling banks, to watch cle.-elopments 
and advise upon methods to be adopted 
which "~iJl further help the attainment 
of the return to prosperity of the 
countrv." 

There ea; be no d<'n ying the fact. as the 
Pren1ler did on a previous occasion in this 
Chamber. that that letter definitely lays 
dmnr a cc-rbin policy which must be carried 
ant lw the resJwctiYe Go.-ernmonts before 
the banb will do anything to rehabilitate 
trade and industrv in Australia. Surely 
the Premier doca n~t wish to g-iYe the inlpre::::­
sion to this Commit! Pc and to the con ntry 
that the banks did not lay clown definite 
tenus! There- can be no denying th,.., fact'; 
there is the definite shtement. 

After the conference had discussed that 
letter from Sir Robcri Gibson, it apprm·ed 
of certain resolutions. I presume thar those 
resolutions wer0 then forwarded to Sir 
Robcrt Gibson or the banks concerned as an 
indication of what the conference w.ts pre­
pared to do to induce the banks to co~operate 
in t·hj~ yerv ncrc"-;arv \YOrk. 

The foliowing letter signed by C. H. 
Tranter-I understand that he represented 
the rf\lssociated trading banks-and dated 
::Ylelbourne. 24th February, 1931. was 
addressed to the Treasurer of the Common­
"2alth :-

"The bank, have gi.-en full considera­
tion to the proposals placed before them 
bv the Prime l\'Iinister and the Trea­
surer. They are prepared to support 
the objects set out . .-iz. :-

(,') Re absorption in industry of 
workers at present unemployed. 

(h) l\Iaintenance of national solvency. 
(c) Restorat'ion of budget equilibrium. 
(rl) An equitable spread of the Ios~ of 

national income over all sechons 
of the community. 

"The banks regret. howcyer. that they 
cannot a<rree with all the methods sug·· 
gestcd by the Treasurer. as, in their 
opinion, these are not on ~,onnd banlnhg 
or economic lines. The carrving out of 
the ideas therein would. in the opinion 
of the banks. not alle.-iate the position, 
but would rather increase the difficulties 
by "·hich the (c)Untry is beset. 

"The banks are quite willing to eo­
opera re with the Go.-ernment, provided 
th:1t what is ·done is on lines that wiU 
be of lasting benefit to Australia. 

"The first essential i3 restoration of 
confidence. and this can onlv commence 
by the GoYernrnE.'nts placing their financ-es. 

Jl.ir. Kirwan.] 
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Jn order a definite and JC'tennined 
..:·ffort' to balance their budgets oYer a 
giv._•n pericd. The incon1es of the GoYern· 
n1ents cannot be increased sufficiently to 
1neet tlH• p1·e.sent expenditure, \vhich, 
:herefore. must be reduced. 

" The banks consider that the sugges­
tions bv the committee of experts are on 
the proper liw·s, and should be generally 
followed. 

" \Yith regard to the proposals for 
r he three-year plan, the conference agrees 
that the Government;, the Commonwealth 
Bank, and the trading banks must co­
operate to rehabilitate industry, pro­
Yided the required finance is on sound 
lines, and so long as the present mone­
tary s;~·stem is not impaired. If the steps 
suggested abon~ arc taken, the banks 
believe that some action might be pos­
sible by the Government, the Common­
wealth Bank. trading banks, and savings 
banks to effect come reduction in the 
rates of interest." 

It will bG noticed that the most important 
question-the red11-ction of interest-was left, 
like Mahomet's cofiin, in mid air. The banks 
do not state definitelv in that letter what 
the:; are prepared to do. They do not out­
line their share of the work of tackling the 
position confronting industry in Australia. 
They do not indicate what they are prepared 
to do to relieve unemployment throughout 
the Commonwealth; but they state that, if 
the Government will reduce pensions, salaries, 
and wages, and make the general cuts that 
they lay dmYn, they will be prepared to 
consider the question of a reduction of 
interest. It is a piece of impertinenc8 on 
their part. \Yhy should they ask the old-age 
pcmioner or the invalid pensioner to con­
tribute towards the common sacrifice when 
they are not willing- to make any contribu­
tion themselves? \Vho has done better in 
Australia during the past decade than the 
banks? They have participated in the 
general prosperity of :\ustralia to a larger 
extent than .mv other section of the com­
munity. I remember reading a definition of 
('banker'' giY£11 by a Ycry cleYcr An1erican; 
and T am sure that there are thousands of 
business peo!Jlc and thousands of farmers 
throughout the Commonwealth >Yho will sa.­
that the definition is absolutely correct. It 
was to the effect that a bankei· is a gentle­
man >Yho lends you an umbrella when the 
f:Un is shining. but demanDs its return in1n1c­
diately it starts to rain. 

::\Ir. BLACELEY: The> lend the moncv to 
enable vou to buv ar1 umbrella to protect 
you fro;;, the rairi. 

:\fr. KIRW AN: I am quite prepared to 
allow _that definition _to go out to the people, 
and. rf you, Mr. Gnmstone, should refer it 
to_ some of the farmers in_ y~ur district, they 
wrll tell you how true rt 1s. I believe I 
a.h1 expressing the opinion of the business 
community in saying that the banks have 
treated their customers much worse than 
any other section of the trading community. 

~1r. MAXWELL: How do you know? 

"Mr. KIRIVA?\': I am merely vmcmg 
opinions that business men have expressed 
to me. I am perfectly certain that, had 
an;~· of the leading firms in the State and 
this city treated their customers who hav0 
traded with thur. for ten or fifteen vears in 
the same manner as the banks ha.-e' treated 

[Mr. Kirwan. 

their custon1cr~, their bu.si::Je·:<~C:3 '"ould not 
be in the prosperous condition they are in 
to-day. \\'hen the unfortunate >Yoolgrowers 
had thl•ir backs to the wall d,uring t~o 
drought, 1n n1an•,7 111-<ai:r·es tnr ban~s 
would not adYdll,Ce thcllt ::.o nnwh a::. 
to ~<n' tnckrr. let alonr <'loth~"'· 
When the position in Australia became 
such as it is to-day, in many instances the 
banks, instead of assisting their unfortunate 
clients who had been compelled to seek 
assistance from them, called up their 
advances. The pastoral members in this 
Chamber have given many instances show­
ing that. when the special legislation arising 
out of the Prmniers' Co11ference -was passed 
by the various Parliamrnts in Australia, the 
people benefiting in the final analysis would 
not be the pastoralists but the banks. The 
letter which I qnoted from pl'Oceeds-

" The o.-erseas floating debts of the 
.-arioLJS Gm·crnments must ultimately be 
funded, but this cannot be accomplished 
before there is an effective effort 
towards Budget stability. 

"The banks draw attention to the 
effect of the proposal for a special tax 
on Government securities, which would 
undoubtcdlv add to the diflicultv of Go­
vernments 'in converting maturing loans 
or in funding floating debts, or raising 
of any new loans required. 

" Interest on the Government's over­
seas obligation will be continued to be 
provided through the Exchange Pool as 
long- as it is within the power of the 
banks to do so." 

At 4.46 p.m., 
The CH.\IlDIAX resumed the chair. 

Mr. KIR\VA::\': I do not wish to charge 
those >Yho fltlondcd the Premier-/ Coufer­
mlcc >Yith any other motives but good faith, 
no matter ''hat their politics may be, because 
I believe they thought they were doing the 
right thing; but it is questionabL, wh' ther 
the b' ·refits "·hich the.- desired to accrue 
from their actions have 'so far resulted. The 
Premier has stated that, if the plan which 
was evolved at a conference with Sir Otto­
Niemcycr, one of lhe directors of the Bank 
of EnglanJ, had been put into operation 
immediately, the position would not have 
been as it is to-da·L I doubt that •·ery 
much. · 

::\Ir. ::\1AxwELL: :\h. Scullin said so. 

Mr. KIRWA~: ?-\o doubt ::\1r. Scullin 
and the Premiers of the various States 
believed that because a gentleman of the 
reputation and standing of Sir Otto Niemeyer 
was sen~, to Australia on a special mission, 
everybody should take his advice without 
question. I would point out to the hon. 
member for Toowong that Sir Otto Niemeyer 
went to Brazil to consult with the Govern­
ment there. He advised certain things te> 
be done. amongst them being a loan of 
£8,000.000 to place the Bank of Brazil­
probably an institution similar to our Com­
~nonwealth Bank-on a sonnd basis. The 
money was raised in London immediately, 
and the Brazilian Government started out 
to put his plan ,into operation. Yet we 
read the other dav that Brazil had defaulted 
in her interest payments. The wonderful 
scheme which Sir Otto Niemeyer suggested 
should be carired out by the Brazilian Go­
vernment had not borne good results. I 
hope that the plan being carried out by 
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the "L,riou;:;; rrC'lllit•r3 of _t\_u~il'alia--which is 
rta~l~ a rnodilleation of Sir Otto ::.\-icrneyer's 
criginal rlan-will not have the SUD1C l'.:'5nlt. 

'ic\v cf the great Yeneration in \Yhicl1 
ambassador from the Bank c £ England 

1 as hdd in .l\u.-;tralia, particularly by lwn. 
n1en1ter~ oppositc--

~Ir. ::\~lAX~\ ELL: fie can1c at the illYitation 
of ~1r. Scu 11in. 

:\Ir. KIR\Y AX : I am not going to di,cu,s 
t~hat ~ I hr~Ye son1ething n1orc irnpurt~lllt to 
deal v;·ith. 

)J:r. :VI.n\ •. ELL: You won't discuss n. 

::\h. KIR\YAX: I say definitely chat it. 
j~ not lnlf'. 

The TREASt'RER: It is true. 

:\lr. KIR\YA='-': :\fv word Js as ~ood as 
rhe hon. gentle1nan:s. · 

It is interesting to learn the opinion of 
the "Xalional Review ·· regarding this 
gent !man. In its issue for October, 1930, 
that joumal-which is one of the leading 
re,·iews in Great Britain 'fnd has a reputa­
tion for holding strong nltra- Tory Yievvs­
Eaid--

" Under the circumstances the British 
press would be well adYised to restrain 
their curtain lectures to Australia on 
he~: extravagance. \Ye have not n1anaged 
our own affairs so brilliantly as to per­
mit of our preaching to other people 
on their financial short-comings. The 
public ha Ye not been allowed to know 
how Sir Otto Ernst Niemeyer's mission 
and programme of retrenchment have 
bf •n received by Australia generally, and 
thei·e seems to be a disposition among 
the citv editors of the London press to 
denounce anyone 'vho questions the wis­
dom of his Australian policv. \\' e quite 
tuderstand that it should aiouse pertur­
'cntion in certain quarters of the Cont­
rw:n,·nalth. \Ve can only hope that Sir 
< •tto b1s been a better adviser to Aus­
tralia than he has been to this country. 
He belongs to the inner ring of the 
Treasury and the Bank of England, who. 
have had things all their own way since 
the war, under successive submissiYe Go­
vernments, "·ith the results that stare 
1~> in the face all o1·er the countrv and 
c·ause the greatest misg·ivings to think­
ing Englishmen as to our future. The 
:::c:.1ool of '\vhich he jg an ornan1ent have 
done absolutely nothing to check the 
wild and wicked Extravagance of one 
Cabinet after another during the last 
ten c·ears, and have been, by their 
short-sighted measures-sur.h as the adop­
tion of the gold standard in 1925-one 
of the most potent ea uses of the existence 
of two million unemployed in this small 
island. The disastrous effect of their 
influence at home has likewise been felt 
in eYery other country which has followed 
our foolish currency policy. and is prob­
ably responsible for the chaos in China 
and India, the value of "·hose monev 
has been halved. It is certainlY sm:. 
prising if a man of Sir Otto's antece­
dents and record has been reallv useful 
in helping the Australians to put their 
house in order." 

Lord Milner, a Yery prominent personage 
in British politics, dealing with this gentle­
man and those of his class, said-

" Treasury officials are exceedingly 
able men who are almost inYariably 

\'1\YOTig." 

That '';as the testimony paid to Sir Otto 
XiemcYer who was sent to Australia to tell 
the Yal.·ious Government what it was neces­
sary to do to put their house in order. 

On more than one occasion hon. members 
opposite have made a definite declaration 
that the Government do not stand for the 
reduction of wages. They invariably shelter 
themselves behind t.he statement that " what­
ever reductions have been brought about 
ha:ve been made by the Industrial Court." 

:\lr. MAHER: And by vcorld-wide condi­
tions. 

::Ylr. KIRWAN: Perhaps the hon. member 
who interjects has the same opinion as the 
Premier, who, on returning from the Pre­
miers' Conference, is reported in the "Daily 
}fail " of 16th February last as saying-

" It was of no use going to England, 
however, unless they were prepared to 
bring their rates of wages and salaries 
down to the level of other parts of the 
world, for the lenders were not pre­
pared to give more money to maintain 
high wages that had not been justified." 

It is no use the Government endeavouring 
to shelter behind the Industrial Court, and 
stating that the policy of the Government 
is dictated by the actions of that tribunal. 
I do not know whether the hon. gentleman 
desires that the rates of wages and salaries 
should be reduced to the level of China or 
India. As the hon. member for Burke 
reminds me, the Premier has already suc­
ceeded by removing the station hands from 
the protection of the Industrial Court and 
bringing them down to a level about which 
he expressed a hope--

The PREMIER: I didn't express any hope. 

n1r. KIRWAN: The hon. gentleman 
seemed to think there was no hope of gettiq, 
money overseas unless 'that condition of 
affairs was brought about. He said definitely 
that it was no use going to London unless 
our rates of wages were reduced to Ew san1e 
level--

The PREMIER : I didn't sa v to the same 
level. I said so that we could compete in 
the markets of the world. 

J\Ir. KELSO: You make a statement, and 
you can't back it up. 

Mr. KIRWAK: I made the dc~:nite 
statemcHt, and I quott>d the "Daily ::Vlail " 
in SLtpport of that sta Lr,;ent. \\'hen I sup­
)1ort my statelnt'nt:-3 \Yitlt nC\\':;;paper extracts, 
I am sneered at. and told that it is only 
a newe'papcr clipping. Vi'lwn I made 
the ste.temcnt that the banks' had dictated 
the policy agreed h) at the Premier's con­
ference, and had ' ;ted that that policy 
hrrd to be carried out before they ·would 
n dvance money, the Prc1nier saiU that I "\vas 
not stating the position correctly. :\'ow I 
have quoted from the report of the con­
ference, which proye that every statement 
I ntade on that occasjon \'.as corr;~ct. It 
nprJcars nPce~·,ar.Y to be surrounded \Yith 
clippings and cuttings concNning thc actions 
of Government 1nem hers in order to ram 
their statemPnte clown their throats. and I 
derive cm'.-idcrable pleasure fron:i doing 
that. 

\\'hen the hon. member for Itl!aca was 
~peaking some ti1nc ago, he read an extract 
which ·sugg·cstt d that the reduction of 
interest wae part of the plan agreed upon 
at the Premiers' Conference. I do not wi,h. 

Mr. Ki1'toan.] 
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t _, do the Pr micr an injn:::tice; but. if n1y 
rnen;.or·,? ·::;en·cs me aright. the hon. gc11lc-
111an (~hallcngcd that statcn1cnL :::tnd :-;:,tid 
jt v;a~ not l;ar,·: of tJ1e Pr~_nlicr~' plan. 

Th 0 PRI<:::\IIF.R: TherE:' \\'LS un a,grcPlllC'Et 
with tliC banks. Y on don't kno\v ·what you. 
are talking about. 

Mr. KIRWAX : In order to put the 
mdter be cond donLt, I shall quote Pro­
f£'..-:;:-<or Cop1and's ··ta:enH'nt. a~ pnhljs}_;_cd in 
the Mc!Lonrne .. ., of 29th j nly la,t. 
Tl1e Lanh ckm< .1 it "as part o, the' 
plan. They 1vere at the confcrente: alld 
tt"y ought to know, and the Commonwealrft 
Premie1· ,houid haYe told them that, as the 
jnY3lid pcn:sioncr:3, old-age pensioners, aud 
all the re··t of the people \Yere contributing 
to the national sacrifice, it was up to the 
banks to contribute their '• whack." Deal­
ing with mort,~agp:;, Profcss'or Copland B.jrl~ 

" "\obod\' could contend that thr' 
redu-ction 0£ rJri\·atr__~ interes~. -,.;·as not a 
part of the conference plan. The su, -
gestion w.ts originally made by the coH­
fcrcncc of econornists and under scerc­
taries, and entered early into the cJi,. 
cussion.s bv the PrPn1iers ;lJterwards. It 
was consirkred bY the subcommittC'C. In 
the :;;ecoiH.t ~? <:ek 0£ the confcl'cnce it '''a~ 
discuflsQd again, and in the following 
""''-~ek '.?a·~ announct cl as a part of thL' 
Pn'rniers' plan. It \.Ya;:{ unfortunate that 
this er·: of no interference with pri,-at•, 
interest should Le raised. It had, a> it 
happened. been raised rnore mnphati­
{ .lilY in \~ictoria ihan anvvvhere 0lsc·. 
He u regarded it as quite as serious a 
breach in the conference scheme a if 
any GoYerntnent had dcdined to cut its 
f'Cpenditure by 20 pn cent.. ThcrP was 
no case foe th0 rdusal to reduce thP 
interest on pri,-ate mortgages. L0gal 
difficulties there might be. He would 
not belieYe that they could not l;., oYcr­
conlf"." 

The PRDriER: \Yho raised that cry? 

l\Ir. KIR\VA=": The Lanks did. 
The T'RnJIER : They did not. 

Mr. KIRWA:'\: I undertake to sav that 
J.he manager of at least ono prominent bank 
in ,\.ustralia said that it ".LS not a part 
of the plan. The Premier knows perfect!, 
well that the banks said, "You make th·-' 
cut, and imnu~diately intorest will con1c 
<lawn." The Premier of Queensland ancl 
the PremiC'rs of the other States. with thc­
Hxception of :1\Il·. Lang, f'e: abollt making 
the cut. 

The PRE)JIER: Tltcy ha Ye done so. 

l\1r. KIRW At\: And they ha Ye been a 
very long way behind Queensland. The 
definite statement was made b,.- one bank 
manager that, if the Arhitr~tion Court 
reduced wages by anything like a decent 
-cut, the banks would reduce interest. The 
Commonwc:tlth Arbitration Court made a 
-cut of 10 per cent., but the banks have made 
no cut in interest. Tho excuse given by 
the_ hanks when they were asked to put 
their part of the plan into operation was 
t_hat _they were paying interest on fixed 
depos1ts and the plan could not be put into 
operation until the period of the fixed 
<lPposits was up. They did not raise that 
issue at the Premiers' Conference. Thev 
agreed that. if the Premiers were prepared 
to carry out the necessary cut in expenditure: 

[-Mr. Kirwan. 

-rrhdL-.:'r in egard to pcnsiuns or ~nytLinJ' 
0lse: irnn1ediatelv the banks lvould rnah:c 
the ncc:'ssary redl1etion ]n interest. 

Mr. :\L\XWELL (Toowong) r5.0]: It i' 
somewhat amusing to hear the speeches 
v:hich h':ve fallen from hon. membN·s oppo­
site durmg the debate, but they are quite 
on a par with previous speeches which we 
have heard in this Chamber. 

I want, first of all, to deal with the state­
ment by the hon. member for Brisbane, 
more particularly with the coming to Aus­
tralia of Sir Otto Niemeyer at the invitation 
of the Federal Government. This has been 
st·re"s,,d before in the Chamber-that Sir 
Otto Niomever did not come of his own 
volition, but came at the invitation of the 
Federal Government, because the Treasurer 
found himself in som•.·what straitened cir­
cumstances, and it was absolutely essential 
to get the advice of a man of the financial 
ability and capacity of Sir Otto Niemeycr. 
Let me quote from " Hansard" for 1930. 
page 1579, from .a _speech made by the hon. 
member for \Varwwk-

" I want to correct another statement 
made by the hon. member. He referred 
to Sir Otto Niemeyer, and my hou. 
friend on my right indicated that he 
had come to Australia at the express 
invitation of someone. Straight out 
from the shoulder the hon. member said 
that he had not done so." 

The hon. member for Brisbane said the same 
this afternoon-and he was backed up by 
his lieutenant, the hon. member for Mund­
ingburra-that Sir Otto Niemeyer did not 
come out at the invitation of the Federal 
Government. The hon. member for War­
wick continued-

" What are the facts? I prefN to 
take what Mr. Lyons, the Federal Post· 
master-General, said on that matter-

Mr. Lyons said that Mr. Theodore 
found difficulty in his way as Trea­
surer, and he had conferred with the 
British Government, which had con­
sulted the Bank of England. Sir Otto 
had come to Australia at his own 
expense, and did not come as a bailiff. 
He did not tell the Government, or 
recommend anything that the Go­
vernment did not know. He approved 
of the Government's policy to try to 
pay its way. Sir Otto had certainly 
expressed opinions in favour of reduc­
ing the cost of production, but these 
were his views, and not the expressed 
Yiews of the Government. The Go­
vernment stood for all-round sacrifices 
and not for wage reductions at the 
expeme of the workers and to the 
Lenefit of other interests. When Sir 
Otto returned to Australia he would 
investigate the question of reduced 
interest.'' 

That refutes entirely the statement which 
was made that Sir Otto Niemeyer was not 
the invited guest of the Federal Govern­
ment. The hon. member for Gregory threw 
across the floor of the Chamber some remark 
dealing with Mr. Lyons. At any rate, we 
certainly have an example to-day in the 
cables which have come across from the 
motherland, which state distinctly that the 
people of Britain repose thei•r faith in their 
loyal statesmen. The people of Britain 
have endorsed what those Labour men did 
ther_ -men of the calibre of Mr. Thomas, 
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Mr. Ramsay }lacDonald, and J\llr. Snowden, 
who were prepared for the sake of country 
-not for the sake of party-to throw away 
anything that savoured of party in order to 
save their country. Mr. Lyons and Mr. 
Fenton did the same thing-good, honest 
Australians-they did it for the honour of 
their country. Thank God, we have men 
of that calibre in our communitv who aTe 
prepared to link up with other parties-not 
like hon. members opposite, who are pre­
pared to grouch and growl, and find fault 
with the banks and other financial concerns, 
and say they are not assisting the country. 
The banks got the savings of the people; 
and is it not right that those savings should 
be protected? We have an example of that 
in regard to the Government Savings Bank 
in New South Wales, where certain develop­
ments took place and the bank closed its 
doors. The banks have been sening the 
interests of the people. They have been 
lending the money for the development of 
Australia and in assisting the various Go­
vernments to get over their troubles. 

I want to refer to the statement the hon. 
membe'l' for Brisbane made in connection 
with the banks dictating the financial policy 
of the Governments. I cannot do better than 
quote a statement which was made bv Chief 
Judge Dethridge of the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court, and it cannot be said 
that this is a political stunt-

"BANKS AND DEFLATION. 

" In •reference to the frequent state­
ment that the trading banks have 
carried out their policy of ' deflation,' 
an extract from a judgment of Chief 
Judge Dethridge of the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court, delivered on 22nd 
January, 1931, is appended-

' It was submitted ' (by the unions) 
' that the banks, notwithstanding the 
prosperous run thev have had since the 
War, were dictating the financial 
policy of enterprise all in the direction 
of forcing reductions of wages. In 
order to test this argument the court 
secured f·rom the Commonwealth 
Statistician an analysis of banking 
statistics between the years 191'4 and 
1930, with a view of determining 
whether there had been anv undue 
contraction of credits -during recent 
years.' " 
" The return facilitates the prepara­

tion of a financial table showing the per­
centage of advances by banks to total 
deposits and to total assets." 

The hon. member for Brisbane has seen fit 
to take up the catch-cry uttered by the repre· 
sentatives of the unions in the Federal Arbi­
tration Court. This catch-cry is exploited 
by the comrades of the hon. member for 
Brisbane inside and outside this Chamber 
and at every street corner. They claim 
that the fight must be " the peoplG versus 
the banks.'' 

Mr. PEASE: They will hear a lot more 
about it. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The people are accus­
tomed to listening to reasonable argument, 
and arc more intelligent than the hon. 
member imagines. The hon. member is 
prone to get on to the soap box in some 
.seaside resort. I propose to deal with him 
.subsequently. These figures show the per· 

centage advances to 
ing Government and 

1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

total deposits, inciud­
municipal securities:-

Per cent. 
72.79 
70.49 
77.54 
69.83 
73.78 
83.66 
68.91 
80.59 
75.60 
78.16 
82.93 
73.80 
80.54 
G7.39 
83.13 
88.61 
99.t3 

Including Government and municipal secuc·i­
ties, the percentage of adYancP:; to deposits 
has increased approximately from 72 per 
cent to 105 per cent. It will thm be seen 
that during recent years, particularly the 
last two years, there has been no undue con­
traction of credit bv the ban kc·. On the 
contrary. from 1~20 to 1930 the percentage 
has largely increased. That entirely dis­
poses of the ridiculous argument put for­
ward by the hon. member for Brisbane. 
The hon. member for Gregory worked him­
self up into a passion in connection with 
the Mungana case; but I have a vivid 
recollection of one of the loud-lunge:! orators 
on the other side-the hon. member for 
Herbert-anxiously inquiring why the Go­
vernment bad not appointed a commission 
immediately they attained office. Do hon. 
memberJ opposite believe that a royal ccm­
miss;on could be conducted without any 
cost? \Ye have been charged with using 
our own political supporters to carry out 
the work. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Is that untrue? 

Mr. :MAXWELL: I do not think it is 
true. I would not sav that it was true. 
It is really no concern of ours what a man's 
politics are. The hon. member for Gregory 
probablv fraternises with these gentlemen on 
the golf links, and would have a better 
knowledge. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: And on the racecourse. 
Mr. MAXWELL: Yes. If the hon. mem­

ber for Gregory became involved in a law 
case, he would obtain what he regarded as 
the best man for his purpose. That was 
done by the hon. member for Warrego. We 
could not blame him, nor can he blame a 
Government for a similar action. Particu­
larly when the Government must p-rotect the 
rights of the people, the finances of the 
State, and, above all, it must be borne in 
mind that the honour of public men was at 
stake. The hon. member for Gregory has 
the political impudence to state not only 
to-day, but on previous occasions, that the 
Mungana case was conducted as a political 
feud against Messrs. Theodore and McCor­
ma.ck. The hon. member knows that his 
contention is nothing more than piffie. How 
can we place any reliance on statements 
made by the hon. member for Gregory? 
The Committee may r<'member that only 
a week ago the Treasurer quoted a resolu­
tion which ,,-as the subject of disc-ussion 
at the Labour Convention held at Emu 
Park in 1923. 



Sujply. 

rhc Tr0asurer quoted the resolution, 
·ntioncd the names of certain delegates 

J had opposed it, the hon. member for 
Gr ,gmy i. terjected that it was not true. 
That hon. member said-

·' It is a division list showing that 
tho,.e who Yoted for that resolution and 
are now in this party voted against Par­
liament fixing wages instead of the mat­
ter being left to the Arbitration Court." 

Thar \Yas not true. 
Mr. POLLOOK: You burst the Standing 

Orders to let the Treasurer say it. 

Mr. :VIAXWELL: This statement made by 
the hon. member for Gregory was not true, 
and no one knew it better than he. That 
kind of bluff might be quite good enough 
on the rac0course, but it is not good enough 
for a place like Parliament. 

:\lr. POLLOCK : I believe you used the state­
ment very effectively on the tram going home 
at night. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I have a duty to do 
when I am temporarily occupying the chair, 
and I do not discuss <mtside of Parliament 
what I do in that chair; but the hon. mem­
ber knows perfectly well that I am touching 
him a bit on the raw. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You were "cooked" that 
afternoon; you were not raw. 

"'ir. :}lAX WELL: I will prove to the 
eatisfaction of the Committee how much we 
can rely on statements made by the hon. 
member for Gregory. I have in my posses­
sion the issue of the " Rail way Advocate" of 
lOTh July. 1924. 

1\lr. "'lt:LLAN: You cannot take that as an 
authority. 

Mr. ~1AXWELL: I intend to quote from 
the "Railwav Advocate" in order that an 
accnrat0 record of what took place at the 
conYcntion should appear in "Hansard," to 
enlighten the, people in regard to the state­
ment made by the hon. member for Gregory 
that the statement read by the Treasurer 
"\Yas incorrect. 

Mr. PoLLOOK: Will you proye it by George 
Rymer and Tim Moroney? 

:::1-lr. ::'viAXWEL.L: I may have seen Mr. 
Moroney once in my life, but I do not know 
Mr. Rymer. 

:Mr. POLLOCK : You would not know him 
if you saw him? 

Mr. 1\lAX\VELL: I have ne.-cr spoken to 
Mr. ?>ioroney, and I do not know l\Ir. Rymer. 
The statement which I wJ!I rear! to the 
Co~11n1ittee is not my own. \\That do I care 
for the insinuations or inferences hurled 
across the Chamber by the hon. member? 
The " Railway Advocate" said-

.• \\'HO VOTED TO RUSE YOUR IVAGES? 
'· A.L.P. CONVENTION DIVISION LIST. 

" Resolution.-That the Government 
restore the basic wage of £4 5s. per week 
until such time as the Arbitration Act is 
amended to include a prm·ision that the 
basic wage should be fixed by the stan­
·clard arrived at by the Piddington Com­
rt-':s5ion." 

Where is there anything in that resolution 
about want1ng I)arliament to fix a \Yage? 
'I1wt ,·esolution states "the Government re­
pore." \'\hi eh Government? The Labour 
Go,-ernment of the day, and their sup­
porters. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Read the resolution in full. 

[Mr. Maxwell. 

Supply. 

}Ir. ~'_t o~~Y;~ELL: I ha,-e done so. and 
,,-jj] leave it to the hon. 1<1embcr for Greg-on· 
to put ·v:hat£wcr construction on it he likeS, 
or to cli~rort it 5:n v.ThateYer n1anner he like' .. 
I .. c-t n1e prc:c<:d. The "AdYocate" furth~-r 
states-

" Ouite a number of our members have 
asked for information as to how dele­
Q'ates to the last State Labour-in-Politics 
ConYEll"tion Yoted on the ·wage reduction 
issne. 

"Although the necessary number of 
conY••ntion delegates voted for the 
publication of the di,-ision lists in the 
A. L. P. official report they •vere not 
published. 

" \Ye therefore publish hereunder, for 
the information of members, the official 
di,-ision list supplied by the secretary to 
the A.L.P .. Mr. Lewis McDonald. Such 
is. after all, the business of the workers 
of Queensland. 

" It ,,-ill be obsen·ed that onlv two 
members of Parliamentary Labour 'Party 
yoted in fayour of the resolution, whilst 
a number of union officials and other 
more or less prominent men in the 
Labour movement lined up with the 
'w.lge-rr'dnren;:.' 

"Tht> publication of the division list 
at this juncture is opportune in view of 
tlw efforts of the Public Service Indus­
trial Committee (old anti-reduction com­
mittee) to eecure the restoration of the 
basic wage of £4 5s. :-

"\V AGE-REDUCERS. 

Crampton ("Daily Standard"). 
\Yilson, "YI.L.A. (Fortitude Valley 

electorate). 
Glcdscn, M .. L.A .. Ipswich (vY.I.U. of 

_.\us .. :\Iin. Dept.). 
Ha.- (Brcmer electorate). 
BOl~lton (former prEsident 

A.}LI.E.U .). 
Dobinson (alderman, South Bris­

bane). 
Dash, ~l.L.A. (former A.W.V. dis-

trict secretary). 
Barry (now Mayor of Brisbane). 
Theodore, M.L.A. (Chillagoe). 
Lament (now A.W.U. secretary). 
Larrombc, :\i.L.A. (Keppel ehxJ· 

torate). 
Fole)·, J\I.L.A. (Leichhardt). 
:\lullan, ::>.f.L.A. (Flinders). 
Liddle (Waterside vYorkers' Federa-

tion). 
\Yebsrer (Xanango). 
J ones, :YJ.L.A. (Paddington). 
Colborne (Printing Industry "Cnion). 
:\lcL.:an (Bundaberg) . 
Dunstan, :YI.L.A. (Gympie). 
Sampson (}Iurrumba). 
Barber, M.L.A. (Toowong). 
Riordan (president A.W.U.). 
\Yinstanley, M.L.A. (Queenton). 
:\1cC'ormack. M.L.A. (Cairns). 
Dunn (Tow;1sville W.P.O.). 
P· ole (Herbert). 
He!'Ieran (Ipswich). 
C'.:rtcr, 1LL.A. (Port Curtis). 
:\IacDonald (Eacham). 
Smith, :11.L.A. (Mackay). 
Dan-ran (A.W.U., secretary). 
Farrell, M.L.A. (Rockhampton). 
Stopford, ::VI.L.A. (Charters Towers).» 
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paper says ,yas 
tion--

for To,ynsville wants to 
I an1 quoting. I an1 

Hail\ av ··Ad·;ocatc." A 
w<1s published. vvhich this 
a \V:lge increase rcsolu-

:'\Ir. Sro• OKJ: :\Jr. Robert ., I nse to 
of order. I ask that the hon. 
be m 'de to read the resolution. 
that i·i only fair. 

:\Ir. "· · AXvVELL: I ha,, already read it. 

CHAIRMA:'\ Orc:cr ' The hon. 
n lu; ah·£ad, read the resolution, but, 
Hl any c>~:3e, tlF·r~ is no reason \Yhy tho 

member for Toowong should not con­
hi~ speech in his 0\,'11 \vay. 

:\lr. STOPFORD: I differ from your ruling. 

Tk CHAIRMAX: Order! 
Mr. STOPFORD: On a point of order. is 

the r:.aih\·av "AdYocate ~· to be accepted a~ 
.iourr:a] ,;•ithout qucnion here? 

CHAIRMA": Order ! 1\Ir. Max· 

.:VIr. STOPFoRD: :\Ir. Roberts, I rise to a 
point of order. I have been obeying your 
call to order. The hon. member for Too­
WOllg' has n1entioned n1y nan10. . He ~a;y 
AaY rhal he has read some res'olutwn \vhiCn 
he. alleges is there, but I want the hon. 
o<oember to read it now. 

The CHAIR'.IA=": Order! The hon. 
~l:erubcr hab suHlcicnt experience to know 
that he cannot compel another hon. member 
who is addressing the chair to dcliYer a 
Ef1("Ech in any but his O\Vn 1vay. 

~,: r. STJPFORD : J\Ir. Roberts--

CH UR:\IA:'\ : 
Yrill have an 

de:1Yin~ the statement 
s ). • Mr. Maxwcll! 

Order ! The hon. 
opportunity later of 
if he desires to do 

:\lr. )[AX1YELL: I '·'os' reading--
Mr. '\In.ux: :Hr. Roberts, I rise to a 

point cif order. The hoE. ;member for 
Too\vong ha5 quoted certain things which 
I regard lUJtrU(\ and, more in1portaut 
-""ilL ~.do_ic:h re :_sard a:; personally offcnsiYe 

in t::;aJ he rnak0" a false accusation, 
1 ask ;;·ou, }Ir. Robcrts, to call upor1 

h:!:l to withdnnv. 

Tbc CHAIIDL\:-<: C1rch·r! I c:-uu1ot see 
._r,-:y roint Of OL, '1'. ::\lr. 1,faX\YCll [ 

:,T CLLA:<: On a point of order. i\Ir. 
may I be permitted to state that 

s'tate-'-nent r· d bv the hon. n1en1b0r for 
OiHI t~ccu:-:<., rne ··of having votr-d for a 

of w~.gcs. which I state is a lie? 
n lie to state that I Yotcd for a reduc­
of "ages. and I ask for a withdrawal 

\Yhat is ofLnsive to me. 

Til~ \'HAIR!'.IA "1 : Order ! Two or three 
tin1e.s vrlthin the last fe\v da~'S this qu-'--stion 
h, s arisen. I ,,-as not in the chair on a 
previous occaeion; but I would point out 
to rho hon. member, wl10 had had sufficient 
pc.r1iaincntary expcrien{'e to tell hin1 so, 
th<lt the hon. member for Toowong is jui=.ti­
licrl i" r·cading a statement from the 
prc•s--

}lr. STOPWRD: \\"hat a damned lie! 

T~1c C'HAIH::\IAX: Order, please! 
Mr. Dl.'<LOP: They e.re absolutely correct. 

CHAIRJ\lAX: Order! The hon. 
for Toowong has not 1nade it as 

his Ol\'11 .st<-:.tcl:1 ·nt. bnt is quoting a pub­
liF<hed staterncr:t fro1n a regi3tered news­
paper. 

)Jr. Sro .. FORD: 'S::~c- 1.1 arc unfair to blJ 
rhu. 

The CHAIR'\IA0:: Order! As I have 
ah-, ady told tbf.' hon. member for ::\Iount 
l\lorgan. the hon. member for Flinders will 
also haYe an opportunity to address himself 
to this c1uestion, if not now, then a.t another 
stage. 

:'vir. MuLL''<: Then I say deliberately that 
the staternt:mt 1nade is a li::!. 

.:\.Ir. POLLCC": Hear, hear! It is a lie. 

The CHAIR"\IAX: Order ! 
J.lr. :·\lrLr.AI': It is an ab.solute lie. 

The CHAIRJ\LL\' : Order ! :\1r. lilax-
'"L'll I 

Mr. :'vl.-I.X\YELL: I would remind hon. 
members opposite that what I am stating 
appears in the Hn.ilv,'ay "Advocate)" ''Thich 
is not :-t Tory paper. Continuing the 
extract which I was reading, we find-

"ANTI· VVAGE·REDUCERS. 

'' :\IcN·s. Ryan (A.I1LI.E.U.), Gillarc:I 
(Seamen's Union), Green (vYarwick elec-
torate'), . EYans (Kundah electorate), 
Cahill (A. W. U. secretary), Kewley 
(Barcoo), Walbank (Murilla), l\1cPhail 
C\Vindsor), Barker (Amalgamated 
Engineering Union), Bryan (Toombul), 
Hans'en (BuTa.nda), Beatson (A.R.U.), 
Rymer (A.R.U.). :\Ioroney (A.R.U.), 
Durkin (Mitchell), :\Ioir (:\faree), E. 
Foley (Toowoomba), Fcrricks, 1\I.L.A. 
(South Brisbnne). Bartholomew (Burke), 
Gongh (C .. rpntcrs and Joiners' Cnion), 
\Yright (Bulimba), Lee (Kcnnedy), 
Talty (Brisb<HH'). Camcy (Fassifcrn), 
?, : cLary {AuLiguy) I-iuT~t fit hac a). I~t•l!y 
(::\[aranoa\ l\IaeGinlcy (Logan), Bln·chill 
( Bm·. ··n). Tn )lor (Heturned S. and S. 
Labour Lraguc)." 

:\Ir. COOPER (JJrrmc ·) [5.24]: Mr. 
Hoberts, I rise to a point of order. I want 
to know if the hon. n1en1bcr is in order in 
repeating statements to "·hich objection has 
been taken by hon. members on this side, 
aJ,d, to back 'up mv point of order, I want 
to quote :\1r. Speak.er Taylor, as reported in 
"Hansard," page 1757, of 20th ::\"ovember, 
1929 . 

The CHAIRl\IAN: Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. member that I have already 
ruled on this quPstion. 

:\Ir. COOPER: I am raising a point of 
order, and I want to back it up by quoting 
l\Ir. Speaker Taylor in 1929. When :Mr. 
Foley. the hon. member for Leichhardt, was 
s11eaking, he said-

" The :\1inister \Yho introduced this 
mea·"ure is reported to haYe stated dur­
iHg the election campaign that, if he h!'d 
his wav he would burn the Industrral 
Arbitrat~on Act. 

"The Secretary for Labour and Indus­
trv: That is not true. 

." :\fr. FOLEY: The hon. gentleman rs 
reported to have said that." 

The Speaker ruled-
" The hon. member for Leichhardt 

must accept the lYiinister's denial." 
That is a ruling by Mr. Speaker on exactly 
all-fours \Yith the question of order before 

M1·. Cooper.] 
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the Committee. The hon. member for Leich· 
hardt said that it was reported that the 
Secretary for Labour and Industry had 
said--

Mr. MAXWELL: He did not read it. I am 
reading it. 

l\Ir. STOPFORD: How do we know you arc 
reading it? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. STOPFORD: You are reading from a 

paper. Why don't you table it? 

The CHAIR~L\.X: Order ! I aok the hoE. 
member for Brcmer to move that my ruling 
be disagreed to, otherwise the ruling must 
stand. 

:1Ir. COOPER: I do not wish to delav the 
Comm'tteP. but, in deference to your w!shcs, 
l\ir. Robcrts, I mo,·e-

" That the Chairman's ruling be dis-
agreed to.'' 

I clo not think we need get away from ·what 
Mr. Speaker Taylor ruled in 1929. The 
ruling given is just '" likely to swing back 
and make the debates disorderly, and, for· 
the sake of orderly debate, we might as well 
st.md by the rulings that have been given 
in this Chamber. (lr<terruption.) I base my 
motion on the ruling given by Mr. Speaker 
'Taylor. ,~, ho has on 1nore rh an one occasion, 
stated that he has based his ruling on rulings 
-given by other Speakers. The question is 
verv definite. The hon. member for Leich­
har~lt, l\fr. Foley, said-

" The MinistPr who introduced this 
measure is reported to have stated during 
the election campaign that, if he had 
his wav. he would burn the Industrial 
Arbitn\tion Act. 

" The Secretary for Labour and Indus­
try: That is not true. 

"J\1r. FOLEY: The hon. gentleman is 
reported to ha Ye said that. 

" The Secretarv for Labour and Indus­
try (Hon. H. E. Sizer, Sandgate): I 
rise to a point of order. The hon. mem­
ber is putting words into my mouth 
which I never uttered. He says that I 
stated that, if I had my way, I would 
burn the Industrial Arbitration Act. I 
11ever made any such statement. 

"The SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Leichhardt mL!St accept the ::Minist'er's 
denjal." 

It "·ill b~ contended in denial that the hon. 
member for Leichhardt did not read the par­
ticular statement. but that he made the 
statement. The hon. member for Toowong, 
:Mr. :\Iaxwell. has read a statement which 
alleged that votes were given by the hon. 
member for Gregory, the hon. member for 
Flinders, the hon. member for Mount 
l\forgan, and the hon. member for Queenton 
in a certain di-rection. All these hon. mem­
bers deny that that vote was given in that 
direction. That being so, it is incumbent 
upon you. Mr. Roberts, to call upon the hon. 
member for Tom;-ong to accept the denial of 
those hon. members. That is a ruling that 
has been given, not oace in t'his Chamber, 
but 500 times. It is a. ruling that is given 
in eYery session of the House of Commons. 
I turned up the debates for the House of 
Commone, and I fol)nd time after time that 
an hon. member's denial must be accepted. 
There is no getting awav from the ruling. 
It is immaterial whether: an hon. member 

[Mr. Cooper. 

mal.-;:cs a ::.tatcn1ent by readinu 
else's statcnH?nt or not; it is still ~n 
staternent if an hon. rne1nber objects ; 
am!. although the hon. member for Tocwong 
ht.:." quoted "Oinething frorn the "R1ilwJ,y 
Ac1YOCJ.ie. '' it n1 dn~s no difference. it is still 
an impropc r st-atement jf an hon. rnernbPr 
objects. I am sorry that the hon. member 
for Too~.vong took advantage of such an 
occasion as this to canyass the ruling of a 
Temporar,- Chairman of this Committee. I 
found that ruling in the first .-olumc I took 
up. and I am "Onficlent that yon would i1nd 
in the yolurnes of "Hansard '' on the table 
rnanv in.~tanc~·-- in which hon. mernbcrs have 
been. told that they must accept the der'2al 
of an hon. member. The ruling has beer1 
giYen o,~er nnd OY>::'r a&~lin. The ruling is a 
sound one, a.nd is found::d not· only on prec ::~ 
clcnt but on the experience of a -number of 
years. and it is something which should not 
be id]~, thrust aside simply becausP, in tLe 
heat of the moment, by a mere slip. ~ 
Temporarv Chairman of Committees made 
a mistakC. I recognise such a thing a:; 
loyalty. 

The CI-IAIRMA='f: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber cannot proceed on those lines. I cannot 
allo·v him to quPstion my ruling. 

:VIr. COOPER: Mr. Roberts,--
The GHAIRMA:\: Order ! Order ! I 

regret the position which the hon. membct· 
is taking up this afternoon. 

:Vir. COOPER: That is very unfair. 
::VIr. STOPFORD: You a.re just trying to 

uphold the ruling of the Temporary Chair­
nlan on Friday. 

The CHAIR:VIA~: T.he hon. member must 
not make statements reflecting on the Chair. 
I am certain he would not do it in his 
steadier moments. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I say that your ruling is 
wrong. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order l I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw. 

Mr. STOP''ORD: I will not withdraw until 
you withdraw. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I must ask 
the hon. member to withdraw. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I withdraw. Now I ask 
you to withdraw the exprP,sion with regard 
to my " steadier moments." 

The CHAIRMAN: There is a possibilir: 
that the hon. member for Mount l\lor·gan 
and other hon. members may misunderstand 
1nv reference to " steadier moments," I am 
co.nseqnently quite prepared to withdraw it. 
I would not like to be misunderstood. 

Mr. COOPER: I am distinctly sorry that 
you are connecting up 1ny remat:ks with 
yourself, Mr. Roberts. I was statmg that 
there was such n. thing as loyalty. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted his time. 

Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory) [5.31]: Speak­
ing on the motion for disagreement with 
your ruling, Mr. Roberts, I am sorry that 
we have to disagree with it, but I have a 
distinct recollection of the motion which 
was moved at the Emu Park Convention. 
The resolution was moved by Mr. Bryan 
and it read-

" That the basic wage of £4 5s. per 
week be restored until such time as the 
Piddington Commission's recommenda· 
tions be given effect to." 



Supply. [28 OCTOBER.) Supply. 1629 

The Piddington Commission's 
t.ions were £5 4s. per week. 
interruption.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order t 

recommenda­
(Government 

Mr. POLLOCK: I am speaking strictly 
the point of order. Hon. members oppo-

on a number of occasions, and the hon. 
member for Toowong this afternoon, have 
said that those who voted against that reso­
lution voted for a reduction of wages. A 
perusal of the whole debate, which I went 
through the other day very carefully, shows 
that the present Leader of the Opposition, 
Mr. McCormack, Mr. T.heodore, and a num­
ber of other members of the Labour Party 
who voted against the resolution did so 
because we would not be a party, and did 
not intend to be a party, to Parliament 
fixing rates of wages. The Leader of the 
Opposition forecast some of the things that 
this Government . would do if returned to 
power and, if hen. members read that speech, 
they would be very much surprised. 

With regard to the point of order, to say 
t,hat we voted for a reduction of wages is 
offensive to every one of us. We say that 
it does not matter who says it-if it is Mr. 
Rymer or any other gentleman-then it is 
a lie. None of us voted to reduce wages. 
We voted against Parliament fixing wages; 
therefore it must be offensive to any man 
to have that continually hurled across the 
Chamber. The reason why I am voting 
against your ruling is that, if an offensive 
statement is made against any individual or 
body of individuals on either side, the only 
way out of the difficulty is to accept the 
denial of the hon. member who is attacked. 
That is parliamentary procedure as old as 
the hills. If you do not aceept a man's 
clenial, what is his alternative? He must 
call you a liar. We do not want Parliament 
to degenerate so. If men are not compelled 
to accept one another's denials on matters 
that are offensive to them, then it is obvious 
that we have to take the law into our own 
hands and draw the attention of the public to 
it by insulting those men. We do not want to 
do that, but to act according to the Standihg 
Orders. We say that every one of us men­
tioned in that resolution and accused of 
reducing wages is offended. If our denials 
are not accepted, and if the Committee 
upholds your ruling, we shall have to take 
action to defend ourselves. 

Mr. STOPFORD (Mount M organ) [5.351: 
Speaking to the point of order, I take tlie 
stand that the hon. member for Toowong 
had a bundle of papers in his hand which 
you have not seen. You are aeceptinfl: his 
word that he is quoting from the'' Railway 
Advocate." Certain members on this side 
have appealed to you to aceept our word 
that the report is not true, and we resent it. 
(Interruption.) I have been in this House 
sixteen years, and when a memb'er has 
stated what was a lie the ruling of the 
Speaker or the Chairman has always been 
that that statement must be withdrawn. 
The hon. member for Toowong could have 
a bundle of sanitary paper in his hand, for 
all you know, Mr. Roberts. The hon. mem­
ber for Toowong has stated that he ·was 
reading the report of a division list in con­
nection with a Labour conference. We 
deny what he has read, and we practically 
called him a lia•r. You compelled us to 
withdraw that expression, but that did not 
make the hon. member any more honest. 
It has been the custom in this Parliament 

to insist that a denial of an hon. member 
be accepted. You say that we shall have 
the right at some future date to prove that 
he has misquoted the position. Why has 
the hon. member for Toowong not that 
right somewhere else? 

Mr. KENNY: The hon. member for Too­
wong read f-rom a newspaper article. 

~r. ST.OPFORD: There is a ruling of 
th1s Parliament to the effect that if an 
offensive letter is quoted, the hon. 'member 
must place it on the table. 

Mr. BRAND : It already appears in 
" Hansard." 

Mr. STOPFORD: The hon. member who 
has caused all this trouble was compelled 
on one occasion to place all his notes on the 
table. According to your ruling, I could 
come into this Chambe·r to-morrow with a, 
bundle of papers in my hand, and say that 
the h_on. member _for Toowong was guilty of 
a serwus offence m South Africa, and that I 
was quoting from a South African paper. I 
need not accept the hon. member's denial. 
I would be quite in order so long as I had 
a bundle of papers in my hand and said 
that I was quoting from the South African 
"Advocate." You have not asked the hon. 
member for Toowong to table the paper for 
your information. We deny what he has 
stated. You called me to order. I say 
that your ruling is wrong, and if you per­
sist with it then you are going to bring 
about this position-that, if a man levels 
a charge against me, all I can do is to 
accuse him of something worse, and that. 
will demand a withdrawal and a discussion 
in this Chamber. 

Mr. BRAND : You are carrying the matte!' 
to an absurdity. 

Mr. STOPFORD: If the ruling is to 
stand, then any man ean accuse another 
man of something, and the denial need not 
be accepted. We shall then arrive at a 
position which will destroy the decorum of 
Parliament, and will make your position 
much more difficult. 

Mr. DUNLOP (Rockhampton) [5.40]: I 
intend to support your ruling, ~fr. Roberts. 
I will not swallow the rema·rks of the hon. 
member for Gregory or the hon. member 
for Mount Morgan. I understand that th0 
hen. member for Mount Morgan is likely ·to 
be my opponent at the next election. I 
sincerely hope he will be. This matter haa 
been brought up time and again. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You have used it against 
La•rcombe and the hon. member for Mount 
Morgan for years. 

Mr. DUNLOP: I have charged the ex­
Secretary for Railways, Mr. Larcombe 
with reducing wages, and I will stand o~ 
fall on the statement on the hustings. I 
challenge the hon. member for Mount 
Morgan, if he is to be my opponent at the 
next election, to raise the matter on the 
public platform in Rockhampton. 

'fhe CHAIRMAN : Order t I cannot per­
mit _the hon. member .for Rockhampton to 
contmue on th~se h_nes. The question 
before the Committee Is-" That my ruling 
be disagreed to." • 

Mr. DUNLOP: What the hon. member 
for Toowong has read out is absolutely cor­
rect. JVfessrs. Moroney and Rymer were 
not fools. I understand thut I am to be 

JJfr. Dunlop.] 
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shown no mercy by hon. members opposite. 
Mr. Bryan moved the resolution, and Mr. 
Rarold Hartley, the late member for Fitz­
roy, seconded it; and, when the question 
arose in this Chamber, I copied that resolu­
tion from the official record of the Conven­
tion. No one has more reason than 
myself to remember the outcome of that 
Convention. I will go further. For the 
sake of argument, I will ,accept the state­
ment of the Opposition for a moment that 
the inference to the hon. member for 
Toowong is not correct, but I would 
remind hon. members opposite that 
it was the railway strike in 1925 which 
ultimately forced the Government against 
their own wishes to restore the basic wage. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would ask 
the hon. member to speak to the point of 
order. 

Mr. POLLOC:K: You voted against the basic 
wage and a 44-hour week in this Chamber. 

Mr. DUNLOP : I did not do anything of 
the kind. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Mr. POLLOCK : You did vote against it. 

Mr. DUNLOP: I did not. The hon. mem-
ber for Gregory is endeavouring to get 
.away from the subject. The hon. member 
for Toowong has successfully placed on 
record what he set out to do. I can tell 
the Committee that what the hon. member 
for Toowong read out is absolutely correct, 
and I am prepared to say so outside this 
Chamber. I will challenge any member of 
the Opposition on this resolution outside 
this Chamber. I can understand hon. mem­
bers opposite being sore in connection with 
the resolution being placed on record here, 
because it can be readily understood that 
they will hear more on this subject, not only 
from myself, but from others who were at 
the convention. I know all about it. Oppo­
Bition members are merely endeavouring to 
<Jamouflage the whole subject. 

Mr. POLLOC:K: You. voted against the basic 
wage in this Chamber. 

Mr. DUNLOP: I have never done so in 
my life. 

Mr. POLLOO:K: You also voted against the 
44-hour week and statutory holidays. 

Mr. DUNLOP: That is absolutely untrue. 
The hon. member is merely endeavouring to 
get that statement in "Hansard." 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay) 
[5.44]: It it is a matter for regret that this 
matter has arisen. Orderly conduct of 
debate is essential for Parliament as a 
deliberative assembly. I consider your rul­
ing, Mr. Roberts, is one that cannot pass 
unchallenged, and is one which, if allowed 
to stand, is likely to promote disorder. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: The object 
of the parliamentary practice of insisting 
that a denial must be accepted is to prevent 
disorder arising, or to curb it immediately 
it does arise. Obviously, if that practice is 
departed from, an untruthful statement 
might be made under cover of quoting from 
a newspaper, which may be the means of 
creating every kin_d of disorder. For 
example, take the position of the hon. mem-

[Mr. Du1'!ilop. 

ber for Toowong. If an hon. member were 
unscrupulous enough, he might say that a 
few years ago in connection with certain 
white lead stolen from the wharves the 
police were under the necessity of searching 
the premises of the' hon. member. He may 
make that statement. 

Mr. BiACKLEY: It is a criminal statement. 
Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: If the hon. 

member for Toowong denied that statement, 
then the hon. member making it would, 
according to parliamentary practice, be com­
pelled to accept the denial. Under your 
ruling, Mr. Roberts, all kinds of statements 
of that kind might be made. You must fol­
low it to its logical conclusion. If it can 
be argued tJhat a man can make a statement 
which is untrue in substance simply because 
it is published in a newspaper, then all 
kinds of things can be ]ilublished in the 
newspapers and all kinds of statements be 
made here. I have been here for seventeen 
years, and every Speaker and every Chair­
man of Committees during that period has 
ruled that an hon. member's denial of a 
statement must be accepted. If we had 
the timil to look the matter up, we would 
probably find that you h;we ruled to the 
same effect, not once, but on several occa· 
sions . 

Mr. POLLOC:K : He has. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: It is a ruling 
that should not be allowed to stand. The 
statement made by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton is entirely untrue. He talked 
against reducing wages when he himself in 
this Chamber voted in favour of reducing 
wages and against the 44-hour week. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. STOPFORD: You allowed him a gobd 

quarter of an hour on that. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. STOPFORD : You let the hon. member 

for Rockhampton continue for a quart.er 
of an hour and didn't pull him up. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I cannot allow 
the Leader of the Oppos'iticn to proceed on 
these lines. I would point out to hon. 
members on my left that, had there not been 
so much interjection from that side, it would 
have been easier for me to attend to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: It 
that, from the point of view of m·oo'""'""'" 
order, the denial of an hon, 
be accepted. We on this 
assist cyou to preserve order 
decorum here. 'Ne des'ire that 
be debated in a proper 
proper decisions be arrived at; 
gations a,re lallowed 1to be 
cover or a lying newspaper oh,,Amr•~• 
the denial of the hon. 
should be accepted. 'If 
liable to be provocative of 

Mr. KENNY (Cook) [5.50]: To 
the Leader of the Opposition and 
members opposite, one might 
believe that they were seriou13 
motion that the Chairman's ruling 
a,greed to. It is' unfortunate that 
hon. members have taken advantage of 
first occasion on which the hon. member 
Toowong has spoken since he occupied 
chair last Friday to try to get you, Mr. 
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Roberts, to give a 
that given by the hon. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The PREMIER (Hon. A. E. :\Ioore, 

Aubigny) [5.51]: The real position is not 
as stated by hon. members opposite. When 
an hon. member reads a statement from a 
published paper it is not the opinion of the 
hon. member who is speaking. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH : If you deny a 
statement which I attribute to you, is it 
not incumbent upon me to accept your 
denial? 

PREJ'v:HER: That is so; 
the fact that an hon. can 

a newspaper extract and at 

POLLOCK : The Chairman has ruled 
need not accept a cleni.al. 

PREMIER : An hon. mem'ber is 
justified in quoting from a news­
periodical. Hon. members oppo­

quoted the most extraordinary 
from newspapers. The other 

quoted from a Toowoomba paper 
report of the speech of the hon. member 

Herbert. The hon. member said it was 
untrue, but I had not said that it was true 
-I ~ad merely quoted from the newspaper, 
and 1t was' for the hon. member to have the 
statement corrected if he desired. So long 
.as a statement is quoted verbatim, it is not 
necessary that the hon. member quoting 
that statement s'hould be compelled to 
accept the denial of another hon. member. 
After all, the hon. member who complains 
of its inaccuracy has an opportunity of 
correcting it in the press. 

Mr. PoLLOCK : I will give an illustration. 
I heard the hon. member for Toowong make 
. a statement one night. A dozen other hon. 
members heard him make it. I repeated 
the statement, but the hon. member denied 
it; and, although we had heard him make 
it, we were compelled to accept his denial. 

Mr. MAXWELL : That is not true. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. MAXWELL: You can't it. 

CHAIRMAN : Order The timl> 
for the discussion of motion to 
with my ruling has expired. Th~ 
now before the Committee is-

" That Chairman's ruling; dis-
agreed to. -

Question-" That the Chairman's ruling 
be disagreed to" (M1·. Cooper's motion)­
put; and the Committee divided :-

AYES, 20. 
Mr. Barber 

Bow 
Mr. O'Keefe 

Pease 
Pollock 
Smith 
Stopford 
Wilson 
Winstanley 

Mr. 

B rassington 
Bruce 
Dash 
Foley 
Hanson 
Jones, A. J. 
Jones, A. 
Kirwan 
Mullan 

Teilers: 
Cooper 
Hynes 

NOES, 34. 
Atherton 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Blackley 
Brand 
Butler 
Carter 
Clayton 
Ct>stello 
Daniel 
Deacon 
Dunlop 
Edwards 
Fry 
Grimstone 
Hill 
Kerwin 
King 

Mrs. Longman 
Mr. Maher 

Maxwell 

PAn!. 

Moo re 
l\Iorgan 
Nimmo 
Plunkett 
Russell, H. M. 
Russell, W. A. 
Tedman 
Tozer 
Walker, J. E . 
Warren 
Wienholt 

Tellers: 
Kelso 
Kenny 

AYl!l. No. 
Mr. Conroy Mr. Walker, 'H. F. 
Resolved in the negative . 

Mr. MAXWELL: The othen who voted 
against the resolution were-

" Hartley, M.L.A. (Fitzroy); 
"Hynes (A.W.U.); 
"Valentine (A.F.U.L.E.)." 

Mr. PoLLOCK: What is that from? 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am 
the " Railway Advocate. 
that the resolution that I 
was put before that 
religiously avoided saying 

was a reduction of 
my own opinon about it. 
undoubtedly show that what 

I am not apologising to 
opposite for what I have 

"ttA•·nruYn A statement 
for Gregory 

I 
on afternoon. 

Mr. POLLOCK: What 
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am perfectly justified in 
statement that may be 
is not correct. 

It is no wonder that Labour failed during 
the fourteen years they were in power. Mr. 
McCormack gave the reason why the Labour 
Government had failed. He said the reason 

that they did uneconomic things, and 
correct when he said that. Hon. 

m13moe:rs opposite want to tell hon. n:embers 
side how to conduct the busmess of 

country, which they could not do when 
were in po\ver ! 

y,ow from the " Courier" o£ 27th 
···"'"···'-··· 1929-

"LABOUR'S MISTAKE. 

\."MR. :MO CORMACK'S CONFESSION. 

"Persuaded to do Uneconomic 
Things. 

" London, September 25. 
" ' One of the mistakes Labour made 

was to persuade the Government to do 
things,' declared Mr. W. 
(ex-Premier of Queensland), 

course of an address to the Bir-
m:m,,-m1rn Chamber of Commerce. 

" ' Australia must face boldly her pre­
sent difficulties in order that good may 

from evil,' said Mr. McCormack. 
difficulties arose as the result of 

inflation, when her products 
for high prices, when wages 

and when conditions approached the 
; but now Australia is entering the 

second period, that of deflation, and the 
process of going back will n?t be easy. 
Organised Laboqr has to reahse that the 
ideal conditions must be sacrrficed. As 
an examnle her purchasing power will 
be diminish~d by the fall in wool prices. 
Australia is definitely protectionist, but 
her tariffs have been unscientific and 
must be adjusted in some directions.' " 

The bell indicated that the hon. member's 
time had expired. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) [7.2]: I wish to refer 
to the report of t·he Premiers' Conference, 
which has been brought pp to-<lay and 
emphasised by the hon. member for Brisbane 
and others. I have before me the report of 
the conference held in Melbourne in August 
and September last. At that conference four 
of the Premiers were Labour Premiers and 
three were Nationalist Premiers; in other 
words four votes were held by the Labour 
Party' and three by the Nationalist Party. 
The representatives at the conference were-

" COMMONWEALTH. 

"The Rt. Hon. J. H. Scullin, P.C., 
Prime Minister, Minister for Ex­
Affairs, and Minister for Industry, 

cnall··man of the conference. 
"The Hon. E. G. Theodore, M.P., 

Treasurer. 
''NEw SouTH WALES. 

" The Hon. J. T. Lang, M.L.A., Pre­
mier and Colonial Treasurer. 

"The Hon. J. Lamaro, M.L.A., 
Attorney-General. 

"VICTORIA. 

"The Hon. E. J. Hogan, M.L.A., 
Premier, Treasurer, 18Jld 1Minister of 
Markets. 

[Mr. JJfaxwell. 

J. P. Jones, M.L.C., Corn'" 
Public Works, Minister of 

in Charge of Immigra­
a Vice-President of the Board 

and Works. 

" QUEENSLAND. 

"The E. Moore, M.L.A.,. 
Premier Secretary. 

" The Hon. W. H. Barnes, M.L.A.,. 
Trea~ure-r. 

" SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

"The Hon. L. L. Hill, M.H.A., Pre­
Treasurer, and Minister of Educa-

surer. 

S. R. Whitford, WLL.C.,. 
!'lPM•o+>•n Minister of Agriculture,. 

of Forest Lands. 
"v,-ESTERN ADSTRALIA. 

James Mit'chell,. 
Premier and Trea--

"TASMANIA. 

Hon. J. C. McPhee, M.H.A., 
and Treasurer. 

"The Hon. C. W. Grant, M.H.A., 
HonoraTy :Minister." 

1 In order to make it clear to those living. 
in our Yarious electorates who might other­
wise be misled by statements made in this. 
Chamber by Labour members as to the out­
come of the Premiers' Conference, I wish 
to point out that at every sitting there was. 
a majority of Labour Premiers. The Labour 
Part:y had a majority at every meeting of 
the conference and could have accepted or­
rejected any of the proposals that were· 
submitted. 'The Labour Party dominated 
the conference, and it was only by the vote 
of its representatives that the plan was­
adopted. It has been inferred to-day that 
the Queensland Government are responsible 
for the Premiers' plan, the idea being to­
create the impression that the Queensland· 
Government are responsible for the conditions­
that preYail to-day. We were informed by 
the hon. member for Brisbane that the 
banks dictated their terms; but that has­
been denied by Mr. Scullin, the Prime Minis­
ter and chairman of the Premiers' Confer­
ence. The banks are very powerful insti­
tutions, and arc quite capable of looking 
&fter their own affairs', and need no help­
from me. 

The matter of greatest concerti to me and: 
to many other hon. members is the reduc­
tion in the wages, pensions, and social ser­
Yices adopted at the conference. Although, 
the proposal was contrary to our principles, 
it was a very bitter pill for us to swallow .. 
However, we had to adopt the proposal, 
because it was a decision arrived at at a 
conference at which the Labour Party was. 
in the majority. The representatives of 
other Governm€nts were freE! to vote accord­
ing to their conscience, but they were morally 
bound to observe the decisions arrived at. 
Hon. members opposite have endeavoured to· 
create the impression that the Nationalist 
Governments are responsible for the reduc-­
tion in pensions. It was a Nationalist Go­
vernment that gave to the people of Aus­
tralia the old-age and invalid pensions. 
When the Labour Government were in power, 
the old-age and invalid pensions amounted· 
only to 10s. per week; but a Nationalist 
Government increased the pensions to 12s .. 
6d., 15s., l7s. 6d., and eventually to £1. 
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per '\veek. Following the decision of the 
Premiers' Conference, all pensions have been 
reduced by 2s. 6d. per week. Whatever 
might be the outcome of the conference, the 
Labour Party has no case. Their representa­
tives were entirely responsible for the adop­
tion of thP proposals. Had the representa­
tives of the Labour Party not voted as they 
did, the proposals could not have been 
adopted. We must abide by the decision of 

the conference, at which, as I say, the 
Labour Party had a majority. 

Reference has been made to the reduction 
in the expenditure in the public service; 
and hon. members opposite have end~avoured 
to create the impression that the Queens­
land public senice has been reduced to a. 
greater extent than any other public service. 
This appear, on page 21 of the report of 
the last Premiers' Conference-

SAVINGS A1\D REDUCTIONS IN ExPENDITURE. 

(1) SALARIES AND WAGES. 

The following table will give an approximate idea of the plan adopted by each Government for 
percentage reductions in respect of the Public Service proper:-

Up to £250. £251-£1,000. £1,001-£2,000. Cver £2,000. i Average.* 

-- :---------!------
Per e(·nt. 

Commonwealth .. 1 18 
XewSouth Wales .. 'i Up to £215-St J\, 

Per c·,nt. 
20 

15~-20 

Ptr cent. 
221, 

20-25 

Per cent. 
25 

25 and 
upwards 

Per cent. 
19·5 
17 

£215-250-8k-15t 
Up to £100-6 I I' 

Victoria £101-225-1H ~ 
, l £226-250-1H-14t J . 
! ~g 

14}-2H 

15-18 
20 
20 

22-25 

18-20 
20 

Queensland .. 
South Australiat .. 
Western Austr"lia 
Tasmania .. 

18 
20 J i To £800-20 j 

I_ Over £800-22t 1 

I 

22t 
£800-1.200-22!, '} 
Over £1,200-25 I 

25-27 

20 
20 
221; 
25 

17 

15·2 
20 
19·2 
20 

* Excluding rationing and unemployment relief taxes. 
t Reduction not yet fully effective. 

I desire to secure the insertion in .. Han­
sard" of those figtl'res from the official report 
of the proceedings, because they are a most 
effective answer to the criticism of the Go­
vernment in this connection. The people 
and hon. members will see by these figures 
that the reductions made in Qucc:tsland are 
the lowest of all the States, both in regard 
to the public servants on the lower salaries 
and the average reduction. 

Then on page 22 there is another very 
interesting item which reads-

" The following table sho~,Ys the aver­
agc percentage reduction for the public 
-c,rvice rnoper and for all scn-ices rc"pcc­
tivAy. ,'fhe figures aro exclusivL of 
rntioning and exclusive of unc~~lploy­
lnent relif'f taxes:-

I 
Public l All Sen;cc, 
Service I (including 
Proper. Railway,). 

----------~--;eri~c,'~~;t. ~~~ -;:-":~2r,,·r_.,8; .t.-
Crnnnwnwc.<lth . . _:: ._. _ 
New South \Vales 
Victoria . . 17 ~o· 5 
Queensland . . 15·2 15'1 
South A nstralia . . 20 20 
\Vestern Australi 1 19·2 19'2 
Tasmania . . 20 18'5 
------------ --'----

It 'Yill be seen, therefore, that Quecnslnnd 
has the low st percentage reductions for the 
public service proper, and the second lowest 
percentage reduction of all reductions made. 
including rn ilway•. I have taken my infor­
~nation from the official report of the pro­
ceedings. It shows that the Queensland Go­
v~Tnlncut. ·who have bc0n accu:3ed ~o £"'rO~-fll"',7 

and so unjustly of making big cuts -in the 
public service. have actually made the 
lo" est ;·cductions of any of the States of 
Australia. How can that be gainsaid or 

1931-5 H 

disproved? J\'o o:1e will attempt to disprove 
it. That being so, why attempt to build 
an argument that is not founded on fact? 
Surely the present time of crisis is not one 
i:1 which facts are to be set aside in favour 
of conjecture? This is a very valuable 
document at this particular time, and I 
trust that from now on, when the- question 
of reductions is being col'sidered, these facts 
will be taken into consideration, together 
with the fact that many of ns agreed to 
them-not because we wanted to do so, 
but because we had to face the position. We 
\H:re morally bound by the resolutions 
adopted at the Premiers' Conference, at 
which a majority of the representatives 
we e Labour. \Vhether the scheme formu­
lated at that conference will be a success 
or not, it dot'• not alter the fact. that the 
reductions that have been made in Queens­
land are Joy er than the reductions made 
elsewhere. If the scheme is not a succf'ss, 
.,,.-horn are we to blame? Usually th•· majority 
n-.nst claim the credit or accept the blame 
att .· ching to any re,,o]ution which is carried. 
If that is so, then in this case the Labour 
Party representatives were in the majority. 

The hon. n1cmL.'r for Brisbane statec" that 
the banks ha.vc dep1.rted frorn the terms 
of the agreement. H that is so, on whom 
, ~Jou1d the r, .:pon"·ibilit.y deYolve of scoJrg 
d1 : ~ the¥" adhf're t.o tlL rc.corn:mrnd.J.tion_j 
n1ade at~ the Premiers' (Onferc-ncc '? Surely 
t ho L ::..bour Party represcnt&tiYes v,-ho vvere 
in lhe majority cannot escape th._ re"ponsi­
biiit in this n;ntter. If LO af'tion h~s been 
t1.ke'!1 against the bac:.ks, then 0110 may 
fairly conclude tl:'1t there has been no 
c~-·pa'rturl by the banks s'uch as is sug­
g_estcd. Personally, I think that intereot 

rge• sho,Ilrl bu reduced before wages a.r" 
_!', dl>:-\:d; but, like everyone else, I an1 bound 
bv the recmnmendations of the Premiers' 
confcrcnc('. 'V\'hen hon. members oppositt, 
make insinuations ::gainst the Queensland 

111r. Fry.] 
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Go.-ernment for taking this or that action, 
they quite forget the fact that s!imilar 
action-except that in the matter of reduc­
tions it was n1ore f.-0veee-vva:::, taken b~, the­
Federal Labour Government and Yaricws 
State Govermnents in the CommowseC~lth: 
therefore, the attitude of hon. memly_rs 
opposite is difficult to undet·stand. Their 
talk is all moonshine; wors··} than that. it 
is misrepresentation. I repeat that it was 
.a bittel' pill indeed for us to s'wallow that 
invalid, old-age pension-, and particularly 
war pensions, should be reduced by the 
Federal Labour Government. 

llir. STOPFORD (Jfounl Jforgan) [7.20]: 
I desire to correct the wrong impression 
which may be conveyed by the speech 
delivered by the hon. member for Toowong. 
That hon. member devoted a large portion 
cf his time to quoting from a bundle of 
papers which he held in his hand. They 
may have been authentic, or they may merely 
have been cuttings from any old papet·. 
His statement was definite, and he read the 
names of persons' from what purported to 
!Je a division list on a vote for a reduction 
of wages which took place at a < onventicn 
of the Labour Party. As you know your­
self, J\1r. Roberts, as one who has attended 
a Labour Convention, an official document is 
always issued as the result of the ~oavell·· 
lion's deliberations'. That must be accepted 
by all as authentic, just .as a similar docu­
ment ~lcalin,g with the Employers' Federa­
tion would be accepted if we were quo:ing 
something against tho hon. member for 
Toowong. 

The Labour Party at the convention did 
7lot vote for a reduction of \vage9. Hon. 
members DlJposite -..vould not b-~ gan1o to 
face the resolution which was dealt with at 
that convLntion. T'ho re' olution waR a 
definite ono, a>king Parliament to fi:'< a 
rate of wage above the Arbitration Court 
award. The het•·' of the case are t'H•se: 
As was its cus--.Jn1. the ..c\rbitration Court 
had periodically rc.ducNl the basic rate of 
wage. 

~1r. BrAxD: On ,a petition of lVIinister.s. 

.:'vfr. STOPFORD: That is not so. iGo­
di St'nt.) To show the ignonlnco 

1ne-mbcr for Bnrrum--

l\lr. l{IR\YAX: It is not ignorance; it is 
deliberate rnisrepresentation. 

::\1r. STOPFORD: I !prefer to call it 
ignorance rather than deli!Jerate misrepre­
sentation. The Arbitration Court decided on 

reduction of the besic rate of wage when 
Labour Goyernmcnt were ruling; and I 

that reduction took place in March, 
1923. 

Mr. KEXXY: Did you not petition to have 
the reduction made? 

Mr. ST0l°FORD: No. T11at is deliberate 
misrepresent Ltion. I arn going to prove that 
the Arbitre,tion Court made a reduction of 
war;cs; and the public sonants of this State 
will !Jear me out when I say that a reduction 
of wages was giv2n in March, 1923, and the 
I,abour Government of which I was a mem­
ber met and decided that, as they had 
budgeted for that year, they would not apply 
that reduction for that year, showing th ·.t, 
while every other worker in the State got "" 
reduction, the public servants were protected 
during the currency of that financial year. 
What the Labour Government did was this: 

[Mr. Pry. 

Seeing- that they had budgeted to pay the 
then ruling rate, they paid that rate, and 
the next financial year Mr. Theodore, then 
Premier of Queensland, brought the public 
scn·ants do\\~n to what other men had been 
receiYing for some months. 

Mr. BRAND : After the election. They 
petitioned on 2nd August, 1922. 

Mr. STOPFORD: No. I am going to 
quote from the official document issued by 
the Emu Park convention, dated 6th March, 
1923. This was the resolution that was 
moved-

" The Government to restore the basic 
;yag·e to £4 5s. per week until such time 
as the Arbitration Act is amended to in­
clude a provision that the basic wage b0 
fixed on the standard arrived at by the 
Piddington Commission." 

That standard was £5 4s. per week. Speak­
ing on that resolution, Mr. Theodore, the 
then Premier, said-

" If the motion were carried, the Con­
vention might as well recommit the pre· 
vious resolution affirming the principle 
of arbitration and conciliation and wipe 
it out.'' 

HP further s.:.id-
" The motion had been put forward 

sim,,lv with the intention of destroying 
arUit;ation." 

That was l\Ir. Theodore's argument. (Inter­
ruption.) Hon. members on the other side 
do not like being bowled out. They stated 
definitelv that at the Emu Park convention 
we YOted against an increased.- basic rate of 
wage. \Vhat we voted against was the 
GoYernment having the power to fix the basic 
rate of wage. We YOted against taking 
away from the Arbitration Court the power 
that >Ye as a party belie.-ed it should have, 
and, if hon. n:tembers opposite are going to 
take up the stand that this Parliament 
should be the Arbitration Court for the pur­
po~e of fixing the basic rate of wage--

GoVERX>rENT Yl:EiliBERS: You did that. 

:\lr. STOPFORD: No . 
The PREiliiER: \Vo oppose-d that when you 

did it. 
;vir. STOPFORD: We never did it. 
rrhe SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND IND~STRY: 

You did do it. 

Mr. STOPFORD: The basic rat· of wage 
v:as never fixed by Parlian1ent. 

The Pnn!IER : Yes. 

:'lr. STOPFORD: The 44-hour week was 
l bv Parliament, which was probably 
stroLls; but tho basic rate of wage was 

JWVU' fixed by Parliament. It was fixed by 
the Arbitration Court of Queensland, and 
"·hat we resisted at Emu Park was an 
nttrrnpt to re1nove from the court the right 
t::l fix the basic rate of wage and transfer 
the power to Parliament. Hon. men1bers 
know how disastrous that would be. Those 
· ho Yoted against that should be outside the 
Jm le. The present Leader of the Oppositio" 
3,,oke at the convention on this question. 

~.:l GoYERXME:-.iT :r.rE)lBE::: \Yhat are you 
q1.oting from? 

:\Ir. STOPFORD : I a.m quoting from 
what I told you I was quoting from before. 
I am trying to show the Chairman what a 
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lot of liars you are, and I think I have suc­
-ceeded. 

The CHAIR;>viA;\;: Order : I had hoped 
that with the intervention of the dinner 
hou;, the Committee would have settled 
down. I would ask the hon. member for 
Mount Morgan to withdraw the statement 
he has made. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I will withdraw, Mr. 
Roberts, but I ask you to stop hon. members 
from interrupting me. 

The present Leader of the Opposition, 
speaking at the Emu Park Convention, 
said-

" He stood for the maintenance of 
the Arbitration Court free from political 
interference, and which would adjudi­
cate, untrammelled, upon the facts laid 
down before it in accordance with the 
provisions under the Act. Parliament 
was not in a position to fix wages, 
because wages fluctuated according to 
the interests that from time to time 
controlled Parliament and developed 
outside the State over which Parliament 
had no controL If the Labour Govern­
ment were to adopt the practice of fix­
ing wages, it would not be logical to 
<>ppose an anti-Labour Government 
doing likewise, and taking the Labour 
Party's method as a precedent. 
Another Government would certainly 
fix wages against the interests of the 
workers. In New South Wales the 
Dooley Government went to the country 
declaring that it would not accept the 
decreased wage laid down by the Board 
of Trade, and it was defeated, with the 
result that the Fuller Government inter­
preted the defeat as a. ma.ndate to lower 
wages. If the .present Opposition in the 
Queensland PM·liament was given con­
trol, one of its first acts would be to 
alter the Electoral Act, making it 
impossible for Labour to get control 
again for another generation, and a.ll 
the beneficent industria.! legislation set 
up by the Labour Government and won 
with great toil and sacrifice would be 
scrapped." 

He must have been a prophet-

" The motion was only an attempt to 
strike a blow at the arbitration system. 
The convention must face the facts of 
life as they existed. The system of arbi­
tration by the Labour Go.-ernment was 
a sound and just one, and no one would 
regret it more than the workers if this 
structure were destroyed." 

M·r. DuNLOP: ·what was it that was instru­
:mental in restoring the basic wage through­
out Queensland? Was it not the railway 
strike in 1925? 

Mr. STOPFORD: There was a railway 
strike in 1925, and the hon. member for 
Rockhampton has c.tated that he was the 
only man who stood out. I give him credit 
for that. He was the last one to go back, 
and he stated that he ·would never g·et back 
to the railwavs. I would ask him these 
questions : Did- he vote for the •repeal of the 
basic rate of wages in this House? 

Mr. DUNLOP: No. 
OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Yes. 

Mr. STOP FORD: Did he not vote for 
the repeal of the forty-four-hour week; for 

the repeal of the statutory hoiidays; and 
for the abolition of specie] overtime rates'? 

Mr. DUNLOP: No. 
Mr. POLLOCK: Oh, yes, he did: 
M·r. BRA:-<D: He voted with your side. 
Mr. DUNLOP: It is not true; but I am 

shrewd enough not to rise to a point of 
order to give you the opportunity of putting 
one over the Chairman. (Laughter.) 

Mr. STOPFORD : This insult has been 
levelled against certain members on this 
side. I voted as recorded in the division 
list read out by the hon. member for 
Toowong, and I make no apology for that. 
I do not stand, and never have stood, for 
the policy of allowing Parliament to usurp 
the functions of the Arbitration Court. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Then why 
did you do it when you were in power? 

Mr. STOPFORD: We never did it. The 
hon. member fm Toowong quoted the basic 
rate of wage. I say that the Labour Go­
vernment never fixed. the basic rate of wage; 
it was fixed by the Arbitration Court. 

Mr. NiillilW: You fixed the hours. 
Mr. STOP FORD: I admit that we fixed 

the hours, but we did not interfere with the 
functions of the Arbitration Court. When 
hon. members opposite argue that we did 
wrong in voting at the Emu Park Conven­
tion, they argue that, if they had been 
there, they would have done just the oppo­
site. I take exception to the hon. member 
for Toowong quoting things in this Chamber 
without substantiating his statements in any 
way except by giving his personal word for 
them. 

Mr. NniMO: He quoted from a weli­
known paper. 

Mr. STOP FORD: I propose to do the 
same thing. Let me quote from the 
"Punters' Gazette"-

" A raid was made on a. very fashion­
able yet select quarter of the city last 
night. In spite of the very splendid 
preL 'uti on taken by the proprietors, the 
traffic police effected an entrance. Thirty 
meE were arrested and conveyed to the 
watchhouse. Among those released on 
bail were J ames :'\ll.axwell, G. Morgan, 
Arthur }1oore, and several others. The 
keeper of the place, believed to be 
\V alter Henrv Barnes, escaped down the 
fire escape." ., 

The CHAIRMAN : Order : Order ! I am 
more than satisfied that the consideration 
that I have shown to hon. members is being· 
abused. If a member will not obey my 
call to order, then I shall havo to name him. 
I am prcp:ued to give him a reasonable 
chance to conduct himself properly; but if 
he persists in disobeying the chair, I shall 
have to take other action. I am not going 
to allow the hon. member to persist in 
reading what he calls the" Punters' Gazette." 
His remarks are distinctly unpar!iamentary. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I must accept your rul­
ing, Mr. Roberts. T.he hon. member for 
'I'oO>vong is permitted to quote from a paper 
without you having any knowledge of that 
paper. As I said before, he might have had 
in his hand a bundle of sanitary paper. 

:Mr. MAXW~LL :_ The division list I quoted 
\vas already 1n H Hansard.'' 

Mr. STOPFORD: If the Chairman pos­
sesses ihe power of clairvoyancy, and permits 

Mr. Stopford.] 
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the hen. member for Toowoug to continue on 
those lines--

The CHAIR ?viA::\: Order! I will not 
permit the hen. member for J'dount Yiorgan 
to continue on rhose lines. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Why did you allow the 
hon. member f01 Toowong to do EO? 

2\Ir. STOPFORD : The hen. member for 
Toowong quoted from a paper and tabled 
nothing. I rose to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That question 
was settled b, the Committee before the 
dinner adjolll:nment. The hon. member 
knows that. 

Mr. STOPFORD: I realise that the quota­
tion from the " Punters' Gazette" may not 
have made for decorum in this Parliament, 
but I quoted the report to draw attention 
to one fact. If an hon. member i" permitted 
to offend another hon. member, then there is 
no other redress than to call him a damned 
liar or scmething like that. That will not 
get us anywhere. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 

Mr. COOPER (Brcmer·) [7.40]: I would 
like to remind the hon. member for Too­
wong that, when he was discussing the paper 
from which he alleged he was reading, he 
used this expreHion-" I do not know 
whether it is true or not. I do not care 
whether it is true or not." If that is thc 
opinion of the hon. member expressed ir1 
cold blood, then he certainly brought up the 
matter referred to purely for purposes of 
propaganda. 

During a debat1> that ooourred some little 
time ago, I made reference to the amount of 
money borrowed by the State of Queensland, 
and the Treasur-~r was good enough to say 
that my figures were all wrong. I cannot 
allow that statement to go, for more than 
one reason. The main reason is that mv 
figures wne correct. Hon. members on the 
Govern1nent side have on n1anv occasions 
made statements in this Chamber" and out of 
it that were not strictly in accordance with 
het so far a, t,he loan moneys of this State 
are concerned.: and it i· nearly time that a 
definite review of the whole of the loan 
rram'1ctiom of the State was made. During 
the la<t election campaign no statement was 
more frequently made than the one that 
iho Labour Partv borrowed and squandered 
£~) 000.000 during their term of office. 

1\lr. COSTELLO: Quit' right, too. 

:11r. COOPER : The hon. member for 
Oxley stated in this Chamber that the late 
Govunment borrowed immense sums of 
money, and spent them with a total dis­
Tegard for the results. The hon. m'.mber for 
Carnarvon interjc,tcd just now. "Quite 
right, too." In Yiew of that interjection, 
it is high t'·ne that I analysed the figures 
and gave them to thf' Con1n1ittee. ~\s a 
matter of Let. statements that haYe been 
made by the Nationalist Party in rdercnce 
to Queensland's borrowing have done more 
to damage the good name of Queensland 
than anything else. They were supposed to 
be used as a propaganda to prop up the 
I\ationalist cc me; but they have been a 
battering ram against the credit of the 
State. 

In the course of fifty years changes are 
inevitable. Orw of the greatest changes 
that have taken place in the history of 
Queensland was that which took place at the 

[ J1i r. Stopford. 

time of the war. The war was supposed tcr 
have led to great develop1nents in avia­
tion, and to still greater developments in 
transport. Those two things have had a 
considerable effect en the loan expenditure 
of Queensland. 

Amongst other things, the war necessi­
tated the settlement of soldiers. There was 
an imperative demand that soldiers had 
to be settled on the land. The change in 
the method of transport necessitated an 
immediate change in the construction of 
the roads in this State. Good roads had to 
be built at a cost much in excess of "·hat 
they were built for before. It has been said 
that the State has erred in the construction 
of ib main roads. That may be so; but, if 
it did, it erred in company with every other 
State in Australia; and Australia erred in 
company with every other country in the 
world. There is no country in the world 
that did not go in for a big policy of 
road construction to meet the changed 
methods of transport; and the transport 
of heavier vehicle> necessitated a much 
heavier and more costlv road. I mention 
these matters in order that the Committee 
may get a good grasp of the figures. The· 
change affected not only Governments but 
local authorities V\ hi eh were compelled to 
borrow big sums of money for the making 
of heavier and better roads to carry the 
motor transport. Consequently, there was a 
bigger demand on the State Government not 
only for roads but a bigger demand on the 
Government by local authorities for money 
for the construction of roads. These things 
were imperative, and could not be over­
looked. 

Then there was the invasion of certain 
harmful pests into the State. There were 
the rabbit and the dingo. 

The PRDJIEll : They did not come after 
the war. 

Mr. COOPER: That is so. They have 
been here fot' the last fifty years; but both 
the rabbit and dingo pests necessitated con­
siderable expenditure in the erection of 
ra.bbit-proof and dog-netting fences. Do 
hon. members opposit~ object to the expendi­
ture of that money on wire netting? Do 
they object tn the expenditure of the money 
on soldier settlements? 

Mr. Cosc'ELLO: The money borrowed bv 
settlers to purchase wire netting is not lost. 

Mr. COOPER: Tlw hon. member fm· 
Carnarvon is beginning to see the light. He 
says that the money is not lost; yet a little 
while ago hA backed up the statement that 
the whole of the money had been squan­
dered. 

The PRniiER: The purchasers of wire net­
ting must paj the charges on it, including 
interest. 

2\lr. COOPER: There was aleo a drought. 
Loan mane,· had to be advanced to farmerc· 
to lncet conditions' arising- ou:, of the 
drought. Tho,·e ''"as the ·!11cnace of the 
prickly-pear, Loan n1oneys 1vere expended 
jn clriY}ng- baPk that !TIE'nacc. I 1vant l J 

kno\v if 'hon. n1Cll1L}Cf5. cnpm~ite object to 
that jrnperative expenditure. Of course they 
do not. During the tinP the L: .. bour Party 
was m power. from 1915-16 to 1928-29 tbe 
mnount of rnclf'Y borrc \vcd was approxi-
matf'l? £50.00J.Cr_rG. The loan indcbt.Priness 
at 30th Jnn0. 1915. s given b• the Trea­
surer in ansv;:er to a question, -..vas £62,324,061_ 
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'The. hon. gentlem:n abo s~Hed in his reply 
that an amount of monev h td been ach·anced 
to loc!.l authorities. l1arbour boards, and 
others. As that money "·as not actually 
borrowed for State purposes, but to bo lent 
to others, it is onlv right that I should 
deduct from that £62,324,061 the amount 
that was not spent b:v GovernnH~nts prior 
to 1915-namol.v, £3,878,932, which means 
that £58.445.129 "·as borrowed before the 
Labour Party came into pm'> er. I am com­
pclied to add to that an amount of money 
that was added to the State indebtedness 
through the transactions in connection with 
the Governrncnt Savings Bank. If hon. 
memlwrs care to look at the end of Table G 
Df the "tables relating to the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement," the;-· will find a note 
to this effcd-

"On tlw transfer of the State Savings 
Bank business to the Commonwealth 
Bank in 1920. Queensland Gm·ernment 
socuriti0s WE're handed to the latter for 
the Savlng~ Bank Current Account 
credit balan<'c and the arnounts owing 
to t11C' St.tte SaYings' Bank on account 
of advances to settlers and for vvorkers' 
chvellings. This transaction added a 
total of £5.936,916 to the public debt for 
tho financial vc:n 1920-21 without involv­
ing any additional borrowing . . 

In other words, thP monev came to the 
State long before 1920-21. All of it did not 
come to the State behveen 1915 and 1920. 
Probably £1.000.000 did: but I am making 
an allowance of £2.000.000. 

:\Ir. BLACKLEY: Your figures are all astray. 

J\h. COOPER : The hon. member who 
says that my fignres are all astray knows 
as much about them as a cow knows' about 
the differential calculus. 

If we add to the amount of £58,445,129 
-an amount of £4,000.000 in respect of money 
from the Savin<rs Bank we arrive at a 
figure of £62.445.129 that was borrowed 
before the Labour Party came into power. 

In answer to a question. the Treasurer 
told the hon. member for Warwick recentlv 
that the indebb,dne.-s of the State at 30th 
,June, 1929, was £112 231,189. He stated 
that approximateh· £10.000,000 of that 
amount had been loaned to local authorities 
harbour boards. and other bodies, leaving 
£102.231,189 that had been expended by the 
Government. 

Mr. BLACKLEY: Did not the previous' 
Govemment lend money to local bodies? 

J\Tr. COOPER: I made an allowance for 
that. as the hon. member would have learned 
had he been listening. If I take the 
£62.445,129 borrowed prior to the advent 
of the Labour Government and subtract 
that from £102.231.189, I find that the differ­
ence of £~9.786,070 represents the borrow­
ings hv the Labour Government. ·what did 
the Labour Government do with that money? 
I want hon. members on the Government 
side to object in a good loud voice to any 
particular expenditure with which the,,· d'a 
not approve when I read out the items. 
In the matter of cashing war gratuity bonds 
an amount of £64.335 was spBnt. For 
soldier settlements £3,031,196 was s'pent. Out 
of that figurE' of approximately £40,000.01)1'; 
of In an m one\' tlwre was snent unon . the 
solcli •n an nmonnt cmnl to £3 095.5°1. The 
follo\ving nnFHlEt' WE'T£' C'\:l't nd::-d llJXm land 

sctt]ezner:t nnd a~sistn.nco to Lle agricultural 
portions of this State-

£ 
Land resurnpt ion and 3ettlen.l· .. L 
Agricultnr _J 1 Bank 
Sugar rnil1;.;·, etc. 

740.965 
584,832 

1,456,368 
400,00•] 
30.872 
49,742 

158,877 

l_)rickly -pt.'a r 
Drought relief to nner'3 
\Vhe.~t :;;toragr.: 
\Yire netting 

Th'-· arrwunt spent 111 proY iJ::. 
the v1orkcr;o::. -..va 

\Yorkcrs' 
\Yor·ker"' 

To7 .I 

£3.421,656 

Lomes for 

£ 
819.804 
787,443 

£1,607,252 

That nn.onnt 'v }:3 spent b:,~ th CoYcrnrn.~·nt 
in provic1inb ho~nes for workcr5. ard at the 
~tunc timC' enhancing the y-lue of n~al e:;:.tate 
throughout the con1muuir.:. In the iten1s 
that I lun-e ,-ead om th amount spent by 
the Labon;· GC'\·emment from 1915 to 1929 
was £8,155.439. That was not spent on any 
item to ~vhich the present Government 
object. As a matter of fact, they applaud 
all that expenditure. 

1'he SECRETARY FOR LABOUR A~D INDUSTRY: 
\Yho said that? 

1\Ir. COOPER: I say it. bee, use there has 
been no objection raised by hon. members 
on the Government side. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOl'R A~D I~D'C'STRY: 
\Ye do not agree to that. 

Mr. COOPER: Does the hon. gentleman 
not agree to the expenditure of money upon 
soldier settlements and for wire netting? 
Does the hon. gentleman object to expen­
diture in connection with the relief of 
drought-sh'icken farmers? It is high time 
we knew where we stood. 

The SECRET.-\RY FOR LABO'C'R A~D INDUSTRY : 
Do you say the money spent at Beerburrum 
was for the benefit of Queensland? 

Mr. COOPER: It was a nec,:ssary expen­
diture. It mav have turned out to be a 
wrong expendil.ure; but it was spent in 
good faith. and on the recommendation of 
experts. I call as my chief witness the 
Speaker of this Parliament. 

The amount of £8.155.439 which has been 
s'pent upon these various items has to be 
deducted from the approximate figure of 
£40,000,000 which I previously quoted, which 
lean·s an amount of approximately 
£32,000,000 spent upon railways. harbours, 
and other necessary works. Spread over a 
period of fourteen years. that represents an 
annual expenditure of £2.285,000 on policv 
matters during the term of the Labour 
Government. 

1\'Ir. BLACKLEY: How much did vou spend 
on State enterprises? • 

Mr. COOPER: The State enterprises were 
included in the £32,000,000. When it is 
remembered that material, wages, and 
charges generally were more than doubled 
by the war and the circumstances surround­
ing the war, it' will be seen that the Labour 
Government's borrowings. on the basis of 
valnes prior to the war, were less than 
£1.250,000 per annum. 

The SECREHRY FOR Pl'BLIC' I~sTRUCTJOX: 
'YhL1t nn-" yon bJsing your figures on? 

irlr. Cooper.] 
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:\Jr COOPER: I an1 ba:;;ing 111~- figures on 
the co:-t of CC!lllrlodiries prior to the \Va.r and 
the cost of coL:lntodit iPs after the 'var. The 
Premier a .1cl the Treasurer cannot laugh 
off th~sc fL. ures. because they ha Ye been 
taken from the Trca.mrer's tables; and in a 
report of the Auditor-General there is a 
statement as to the doubled cost of material 
and wages since the war. All my remarks 
can be praYed by official documents. 

Tlw SrCRET.\RY FOR LABOrR AXD IxDrSTRY : 
\Vho got ccnunission in connection with the 
Ccon1inya so1dier settlerr;ent? 

:\Ir. COOPER: The Ipswich Chamber of 
Conmwrcc ,,-as chiefly responsible for the 
Coomim·,, soldier settlement; and. if the 
hon. g·entlen1an is making jnsinuations 
against the Ips,,-ich Chamber of Commerce, 
he oue-ht to sa" n. 11r. Bottomlev. the 
ch<lirnl~n of th8 National AssoC'irrtiori, was 
one of the principnl members of the Chamber 
of Commerce at the time. If the hon. mem­
ber is n1aking insinu;.tions against thPse 
gentlenwn. then I am not. I believe they 
were hone't; th< v "·ere gentlemen nf repute; 
and thPy were not Labour supporter~. 

Thr SEC'!ETARY F0R f,ABOl'R .IXTI TXDl.STRY : 
It was n waste of public moneY, no matter 
who recommended it. · 

:iir. COOPER : It is wonderful to see how 
the SeereU n- for Libour and Indust'rv is 
atten1pting- to get round his innuendoes 
agaimt the Ip'v:ieh Chamber of Commerce. 

'l'h0 grcatrst indication of a nation's 
stability is t!JP rate at which it can borrow 
mowv. I belie ·e t·hat. if Russia came to 
Austr'alia to-dav te> borrow mone"'. she could 
not gd it if sh~ rffc1·ed 55 per < .;nt .. because 
hf'r ~pcr_u·itv i:-' regarded as of no Yalur-. 
People ,vho inyesc money are not actuated 
b" w· other r0Json than the possibilitv of 
securing a return on the invostn1ent'. Thero 
is nothin~ stupid about investors. ThP:V 
invest their moneY where the,. believe tho 
sPcurity i~ best; 8nd thr:v are~ prPparPd to 
take a lmYI'r rate of interest "·here t·hev 
kno\Y ~ceuritY i:::. saft'l. Tru::;:;t fnnd-: .arC 
in-n r::cnern1ly al'"'ng tho-- lint''.-. 

:-on10, intcrf'stinf! figures 
rf'"t rates for t h0 A lJ.S~ra­
a;,·crnge ratf'-=. of interest 

S-tates fc:r the ve1r 
Co~11n1onwf•nlth "Year 

Prr cent. 
£ s. a. 

Ou· '~1~} 1!Jd 16 2 
3 15 2 

1 3 1.1 0 
:'\ew South \\"ales 3 14 0 
\Ycstcrn Au,tralia 3 12 7 
\~ictoria 3 12 5 

It y,·il1 be <e~n that. in 1915. when the Labour 
GovcrnnH'nt' can1e into po,ver. Queensland 
'\Yas paying the highe'lt aYPraQ;e rate of 
interest of an:c State in Australia, proving 
that her :?eeurlt~~ •.vas regarded b~ inYcstors 
as the ,,-orst of the Australian Stato'. The 
fignrcc fnr 1929. "'" set out in the official 
n'-s._ ... f ar Book:' are-

Sonth Au~tr~diR 
XnY St-uth \Vales 
\~jet or! a 
,,~P~tc·rn Au~traJia 
Ta::;nw.nia 
Qucen~l3:nd 

Cif.£1·. Cooper. 

Per cent. 
£ s. a, 
5 0 11 
5 0 1 
4 19 0 
4 16 7 
4 16 2 
4 16 2 

I11 1915 QucCJLland pa.id the hight'ct averJ.ge 
rate of intcr,::-t:t hf'f'~l..Uf:e :-:he was regarded 
as the worst sccurih·. and in 1929. after 
fourteen years of Labour rule. she ,,-as pay­
ing the low~sr rate of interest of the whole 
of the States. shm,-ing that she was regarded 
as the best '<'Cnrit... The Premier no doubt 
will eav that that· was due to the fact that 
the Coinmonwealth had taken o"er the whole 
of the StatE·; debts. I vant- to remind the 
Premier that the" took over the whole of 
the States' debts. 'and not only Qucen-;land's 
debts. The figures in the Treasurer's tables 
prOY" that Queensland could absolutely rest 
on her laurels at the end of a period of four­
teen :! ·.'ars of Labour gOY£'rnment, disprov­
ing the continual statement that Queensland· 
loan 1noney \Yas ~cyuandered. 

=\Ir. BLACKLEY: You mmt admit it. 

Mr. COOPER: I do not 'ldmit it; and I 
lul'·o proved that it was not squandered. It 
is possible that an amount of money was 
spent in the :Vlaryborough electorate upon 
rolling-stock that could have been much 
better expended in the Ipswich workshops. 
\Ve found it neo·,>ssary in Ipswich to repair 
<'ngines made in :\faryborough after they had 
been running practical!:· no time. whereas 
the engines built in the Ipswich workshops 
to the same specifications ran for years with­
out being 1'cpaired. When the hon. member 
for :\1aryborough speaks about money being 
squandered, he condemns a firm in his own 
E'lectorate, with whom a considerable amount 
of loan money was spent. 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND I""D1JSTRY : 
iVhero did your Government get their looo­
InotiYllS fron1? 

:Y1r. COOPER: The greater majority of 
them came from the Yarious engineering firms 
in the State and the Ipswich workshops; but 
there was a time when they imported i>Yenty­
fiye Jocon1ot1YCR fr0111 England. Th0 reason 
for that was given h:r the Treasurer of the 
day at the tin,e. If the hon. gentleman looks 
up the papcro, he ''"ill find that they were 
ordered on the reco"Jmendation of the Com­
nli '5ioncr for RaihYaY~. \YalkPr~ Lin1ited 
were ·working to thei'r fn1i Pxtent; EYans, 
.-\Ed -~r\:on. a1lrl Phelnn in Brisbane \Vere 
working to tlwir limit ... nd the lpgyc·ich work­
shops \vr:•-rc \rorking OY0rtin1c: and none of 
them could snpply tho2c locomotiYes. 

~Ir. BrJCKLEY: Th,_•y ne·;cr got the chance. 

:\I r. l'OLLOCK: \Ylw don't YOU ask the 
Trcaeurer where he got his drcd.gcs from? 

Mr. COOPER: I ,,.jlJ not do that. because 
know he got them from Germany. · 

Tho.' c locomoti 1·cs "·ere ordered at the 
urgent reqnut of the Commissicn~r for Rail­
ways; and. that being so, no blame attaches 
to the Labour Grn·ernment. I think I have 
Bhown that this continual talk of the 
Nationalist Party as to the squandering of 
loan mone~' has been put up, not for the 
snke of doing anY good for Queensland, but 
for propaganda. ·It cannot be used in future 
'"ithout hon. members admitting that money 
y;as squandered on returned soldiers; that 
money was squandered on the Agricultural 
Bank; and upon assistance to agriculturists 
and pastoralists. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And upon 
State enterprises. 

:VIr. COOPER: :O.lr. Rohcrts. I would draw 
your attention to the conduct of the Sccret"ry 
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for Rr.ihcvass. ·who has been Inocklr.~ 1nc. 
(Laughier.) I ask you to call him to order. 

The CHAIR~1A:'i': Order! 
::,J:r. COOPER: I must protest against tlw 

u·1srcmly conduct of the Secretary for Rail· 
,yays. A n1a n occupying euch a high position 
as that of Sccrctarv for Raihva",~s should 
r,ot lower the dignity 'of the Chamber by such 
Lchaviour, even if he does lower his OIYD 

dignity. A man who will do that will stoop 
to anything. and I am forced to belicYe all 
the little stories I haYe heard regarding the 
hon. gentleman fron1 Yarious sources. 

Th·? CH~\IRMAN: Order. 

:Vir. FOLEY (Le :,·hhardt) [8.5]: I ha ye 
listen. d 'to a good deal of the discussion 
which has taken place to·day. From time to 
time I haYe been hoping that, as the debate 
progre~sed, particularly on those occasions 
when the Treasurer rose to make a few 
remarks to the Committee. there would be 
son1e indication given to ho11. 1nembers on 
thi. side as to what we could expect in 
the way of something in the nature of re­
habilitation of the conditions existing 
throughout the State. 

HoxoURABLE JUniBERS conversing in loud 
tC'lllS-

The CHAIRi\IA:\: Order! Order! I 
Y>O drl appeal to hon. members to restrain 
their conycrsation. 

Mr. FOLEY: I must confess that I am 
disappointed that there has been nothing 
forthcoming to show that an endeavour ·is 
being- made, not only by the Treasurer, 
but by other hon. members opposite, to 
improve thinrrs; but they are endeavouring 
to raise sn1c kc screens in order to coYer 
their int,,ntions for the future. The primary 
prodnrPr. the ''Torker, the business n1an, and 
others a1·e looking to the Government for a 
le 1d i10 the matter of placing the State 
upon a better basis with a view to rehabili­
tating things generally. No proposal has 
been submitted during this debate by either 
the Treasurer or the Premier. There has 
been a general tendPncy to drift e,-er since 
the present Government came into power. 
\Vhcther they are responsible for the "·hole 
of the drift or not is open to debate. The 
following figures showing the falling-off in 
revenue during 1930-31 arc not yery plea· 
&'ant reading:-

Income taxation ... 
Stamp and succession duty 
Rent of sE'lections 
Timber rovalties 
Railway r~venue 

£ 
193.950 
114.722 
36.828 
82.050 

929,231 

£1.356.781 
Those figures are bad enough; but the out· 
look for the ensuing financial year is much 
worse, as indicated by the following anti­
cipations of the Treasurer:-

Income tax 
Land tax 
Licenses ... 
Stamp duty 
Totalisator and 
Land revenue 
Mining receipts 
Railways ... 
Other receipts 

betting tax 

£ 
1.950,000 

480,000 
144,600 
925,000 
100,000 

1.075,000 
39,100 

6.300,000 
1,719,650 

£12,733,350 

There is a falling-off, compared with the 
last financial year, of £1,243,067. There is 
no indication of any move on the part of 
the Government to arrest the drift that they 
admit is taking place. 

Quite a lot has been said about the Pre­
mier's Conference, and about the attempt 
that was made to check the drift in affairs 
generally. The Governments of Australia 
undertook to effect economies to the extent 
of 22~ per cent., but the details were left to 
each individual Government to carry out. 
Some of the States have attempted to carry 
out the plan, whilst at the same time endea­
vouring to maintain the purchasing power 
of the lower·paid wage earners. They have 
endeavoured to give effect to the plan with­
out seriously interfering with the earning 
capacity of the wage earners. Despite those 
efforts, the opposite has been the result. 
They have endeavoured to carry out the 
plan by commencing at the bottom instead 
of at the top. Some attempt should be 
made to improve the export trade of our 
State. The chairman of the Land Adminis­
tration Board refers very pertinently to 
the huge oversea commitments that have 
to be met by this State. There are only 
three methods which can be adopted to 
meet the oversea commitments. One is by 
ra1smg a loan overseas, another by the 
export of gold, and the third by the export 
of primary products. The report points out 
that the first two methods are quite out of 
the question, as the State is not in a posi­
tion to comply with either. The Govern­
ment might have been able to raise a loan 
oYerserus had they got on the job early 
after their return to power; but. unfor­
tunately. they missed the bus. The only 
possible method which can be adopted at the 
present time is by increasing the 0xport 
trade, and thus endeavouring to eetablish 
bigger credits for Queensland in Lo11 don. 

The report goes on further to point out 
!'ome rather interesting figures. It shows 
that the direct overseas exports for 1930·31 
·were-

Wool 
Meat . . .. . . 
Other pastoral products 

£ £ 
f.075JH2 
~A11,480 

(~'18,239 

Total pastoral . . . . 0,72±,761 
Butt.er, cheese, and milk 3,.540.~00 
Sugar ~ . . . . . . . 1,786,082 
Other agricultural and dairying 305.679 

Total agricultural and dnirying 5,632,861 
Total minerals (not including 12{,828 

specie) 
Specie (gold, silver, brorz ,, &c.) 1.036,013 
All other exports (i ·clncling 237,950 

manufactured art.icles, &c.) ----
Total exports overseas . . £16,756,413 

The chairman of the Land Administration 
Board Taises the point that the pastoral 
industry is the most important of our 
primary industries. its total products being 
valued at £9,724,761 as compared with 
butter, cheese. and milk, the next best 
items, £3,540.200. Seeing that the pastoral 
industry is in " rather precarious condi· 
tion, the better method in the direction of 
assisting it would have been in the direc­
tion of enabling the individual selector and 
pastoral lessee to increase his productivity. 
The Premier should have directed his 
efforts in the direction of securing a reduc­
tion of interest instead of following methods 
adopted in other States. Instead, the Pre­
mier issued a proclamation to the interest 

Mr. Foley.] 
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masters, inviting then1 to agree to a reduc­
tion of 1 per cent. in the interest rates con­
ditional upon certain concessions being 
given by the Government in the form of 
reduced rents and extension of leases. 
What has been the result? The desired 
result in the mind of the Premier would 
have been secured had there been a general 
response from the banking and financial 
institutions. According to the annual 
report of the Depwrtment of Public Lands, 
900 lessees of sheep holdings have been 
granted a reduction of 25 per cent. in their 
rents. This concession works out at £26,000 
per annum. If the selectors individually 
received that concession, everything would 
have been all right. On top of that conces­
sion an extension of lease for ten years has 
been g'ranted to sixty-nine pastoral holders, 
but, instead of the concession being granted 
direct to the individual lessee, it has been 
given to the financial institutions. In other 
words, it is a quid pro quo in return for a 
slight reduction in interest rates. As the 
report points out, there was not a complete 
response from the financial institutions to 
the Government invitation to them to reduce 
the interest rates. The report has this to 
say-

" As this report goes to press, notifi­
cation has been received that all the 
trading banks and those wool firms who 
would not undertake to reduce the 
interest rate on clients' overdrafts to b 
per cent. have now agreed to make an 
average reduction of 1 per cent. all 
round in interest rates. This reduction 
in some cases will hke effect as from 
the 1st J ulv last, in other cases ft;om 
the ht October insbnt." 

The point I want to emphasise is that, had 
the Premier adopted the same attitude as 
some of the other States, this reduction of 
interest could have been made mandatory 
upon the whole of the f1nancial and banking 
institutions of this State, with a direct 
benefit to pastoral lessees and grazing selec­
tors. It would have enabled them to make 
purchases of stock where it was possible to 
do so, or to make further improvements to 
their holdings. Whv all this delay? Was 
it nec''''Sary to make this gesture to the 
banking institutions io allow them to drift 
on and on, until we find the statement in 
the report I have llll'ntioncd-that those 
institutions who refused to agree to the 
arrangement offered bv the Premier have 
agreed to malm a redu'ction all round from 
the 1st October? That seems to be the onh­
worth while move that has been made by 
the present Government. 

In everv othnt direction the Government 
have take'n action to reduce the purchasing 
power of the lowest-wage earners in the State. 
They were not asked if they would agree 
to certain action. Take, for example, the 
ease of the pastoral workers. They were 
not asked by the Premier if they would 
agree to being withdrawn from the Industrial 
Court so that a general reduction in their 
wages could take place. On the one hand, 
conce.::sions "\vere given to certain interests; 
on the other hand, it was made mandatorv 
upon a certain helpless section in the com­
munity. 

I have waited for a long time to see if 
any scheme of a constructive nature would be 
formulated bv the Government. So far 
there has beerl no E<('heme put into operation 
wherebv the resoU!'c'cs d this Stat" would 

[.11r. Poley. 

be handled m a systematic manner for the 
benefit of the State. It has been left to 
Professor Brigden to give some lead in the 
matter. vVhether that gentleman had dis­
cussed the particular plan with the Premier 
beforehand and was feeling the public pulse 
on the question, I do not know. Most hon. 
members received invitations to be present 
at two lectures to be delivered by Professor 
13rigden. One of these lectures was delivered 
last Tuesday night, and the other is to be 
cleliYered to-morrow night. That lecture 
will include such matters as these-

" The ide>1 of planning; its revolu­
tior:ary implications. The tariff as a 
typical problem. Suggestions for con­
trolling investment and credit, and for 
rationing the use of natural resources. 
Delegation of control to specialist bodies. 
The alternative of reduced control. Pas· 
sibilities of control through informed 
public opinion." 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhy don't 
you attend? 

Mr. FOLEY: In ansv:er to that question 
I would remind the Secrctar-: for Railways 
that the learned professor is merely copy­
ing· the OYerseas professors. Anyone who 
keeps in touch with the periodicals in our 
own library will find that the general trend 
of opinion held by political economists and 
captaim of industry in America and over­
sea countries is that the capitalist system 
is in a chaotic sto.te. vV e find them now 
copying the planning system that has been 
adepted by the country that is abused by 
the press of the world. I do not claim that 
the~· are copying it in detail; but they 
recommend that, the planning system as 
1dopted by Russia should be applied to the 
various industrial countries that are in such 
a chaotic condition to-day. Whether he 
has been inspired bv the Government or 
not. I do not know; 'but Professor Brigden 
is following the lead of the captains of 
industries overseas', and is now lecturing to 
those interested on the question of con­
trolling investment and credit and the ques­
tion of rationing the use of national 
resources ,,.nd oo on, which is really the 
method that will have to be adopted by 
many of the overseas countries, particularly 
America and England, if they wish to 
s'aYe the capitalietic system. There does not 
appear to be a constructive idea from the 
Premier. the Treasurer, or any other member 
of the Cabinet along those lines. 

What is to be got from the Financial 
Statement? It is a question of waiting in 
the hope that something may turn up. If 
the position overseas becomes worse, it will 
be reflected here and the drift will be 
greater than the Treasurer anticipates. It 
i. about time s'ome definite statement was 
made bv the Premier or the Treasurer as 
to the ·intentions of the Government with 
regard to the rehabilitation of Queensland. 
Are we to expect a continued reduction in 
the purchasing power of the great masses of 
the workers of this State? From whatever 
angl0 you examine the business position of 
Queensland to-day, you can s'ee a gradual 
drift taking place, and no attempt is being 
madce to check that drift. The only real 
attempt to bring about a cost in reduction 
is a reduction in the wages of the great 
m n ss of the workers of this State. Certain 
workers have been withdrawn from the pro­
(pction of the Industrial Court. which meam 
a d:rect reduction in their >vages. In the 
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vo; ,!oral induolrv white men are working 
for less than the amount aboriginals are 
}o<tid. They are forced to accept these wages 
rather than hump their swags. The 
1·rcmier should give some indication to the 
p~ople of this State as to "hether he cannot 
c'crcr something better than has been 
adopted in the past, in order to giYe some 
Tneasure of hope to the people of this State 
'vho haye been carr~,~ing on under .seYer2 
difficultie•, for a long time past. 

The PHEMIER (Hon. A. E. :1Ioore, 
A ubiyn11) [8.28]: \Ve have been treated to a 
lecture by the hon. member for Leichhardt 
on our want of a constructive policy. \Vhat 
constructive policy did the hon. m em her put 
'forward 1 First of all, he quoted from the 
report of the Land .. \dministration Board to 
·show the exports from Queensland; and he 
asked why we did not do something to 
encourage exports; and said that we should 
bring forward a Bill to compel the banks 
to redu(;e the rate of interest. The hon. 
member mus't know that tlw Commonwealth 
Government were negotiating with the 
.banks and the banks had been carrving all 
the States of Australia and the Common­
wealth, with the exception of Queensland, 
for the last two years out of the saving-s 
·of the people and out of the credits of the 
people. How could the Government o-o to 
those banks while they were keeping the 
Governments of Australia going- rather thar, 
give the money to industries to enable them 
to expand and employ the people of this· 
State and compel them to reduce interest? 
'The hon. member wants to turn r::mnd now 
·and bite the hands that have been helpino­
the Government all the time. The fir:t 
Government to take any action towards the 
reduction of intmest in Australia was the 
,Queensland Government. 

GovER::-l::VIENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIEH: 'I' here was not another 
·Government in Australia which attempted 
to get any reduction in interest until the 
·Queensland Government ·had done it. 

. ~!fr. POLLOCK : .And the Queensland Oppo­
srtwn suggested rt to you. 

The PREMIE,R : I say quite distincth· 
:.that the Queensland Government wanted the 
co-operation of all hon. members because 
they realised that industries which could 
pro_vid<: an exportable surplus should be 
assrsted. Later on, when the Premiers' 
Conference_ took plac~ and a plan was 
evolved, rt was lard down definitelv 
-that there should be a reduction of intere;t 
in the various phases of industrv in Aus-
tralia. · 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The Leader of the Opposi­
tion and I raised that question in this 
House before you ever thourrht of it, and 
you jeered at It. " 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
Gregory only raises questions when he is in 
·Opposition. When he was bPhind the Go­
vernment he subserviently voted with the 
G.ov,ernment in everything they did. and 
drd not care twopence about what it was for. 
When he gets into opposition he raises all 
;;orts of wonderful schemes which should be 
undertaken by the Government when con­
-dition&' are quite different fron; what thev 
were \V hen his party \va '"' in pO\V~'r. · 

Mr. PoLLOCK: The unemplovmem ques-
·tion did not exist then. · 

The PREMIER: The unemployment 
question was 'existing when the Labour 
Government went out of office, and the hon. 
n1ember was continually making excuses] 
and saying it could not be cured. Aftet· h" 
has been in opposition for a time, he wg­
gests all sorts of schemes which ought to '"" 
introduced. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: You have not got an uL 
ployment relief scheme yet. 

The PREMIER: The hon. memlrer : "­
Leichhardt suggested that we should nmpul 
the banks and financial institutions to 
reduce int0rost arbitrarily by Act of P.'l'LJ.· 
ment. He did not say to what extent-:o 
any extent apparently-but it clid not m.ttte'r 
as long as they reduced inter· .t ~rbittaril:'. 
But he has to remember that the Loa:~ 
Council and the Federal Government m<l..i.J 

certain arrangements to use the services 
the Commonwealth Bank; and, after all. 
Commonwealth Bank is just as much int 
ested as the GovHrnments in the welfare 
the people of Australia and the prosperity 
of the country. They came to a definite 
agr.eement with the banks that they should 
reduce their interest, and they were not 
going to allow it to be done by breaking 
contracts with the banks. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN S;~nTH: It is only a quc;­
tion of degree, after all. You have already 
done it arbitmrily. 

The PREMIER: I will answer the hon. 
member directly. It is all very fine for him 
to talk when he is only in the irresponaibL" 
position of Lender of the Opposition, and 
has not the responsibility of the Govern­
ment. Labour Premiers in the other StatPs 
have had to find out that the position is 
very different when they have the responsi­
bility of office. This definite arrangement 
was made, and during the conferences that 
we have had it has been pointed out time 
and again that it was not the fault of the 
banks. 'V e have to brl grateful to the banks, 
as Mr. Theodore himself said, for the assist­
an<'e they have given to the different Go· 
vernment, to help them through a very try· 
ing time. It seems rather ext•raordinary 
that the Opposition should come forward 
to-day, seeing the Queensland Government 
were the first to take steps to give relief 
to these people who were so hard hit, and 
criticise us and ask why we did not Jo 
Rornething else. All they can say is what we 
ought to do, and what they would do if 
they wer,e in power. 

The hon. member for Loiohhardt quoted. 
fig-ures to show that £16,756,000 of export­
able products have been sent . '?verseas. 
\Vhen the Leader of the Opposrtron wa., 
speaking, the groat thing he enlarg0d upon. 
was the mission of Sir Edward MacartrH',i' 
to Australia and the question of trying to 
arrange about the exchange. The Que ens­
land Government first attempted to nego­
tiate from their own point of view. 

Mt·. W. FORGAN SMITH: And a good thin.:>; 
to do. We want to get information. that i~ 
all. 

The PREMIER: We come to the chaq·,; 
of the Opposition that we had taken our 
business from the Bank of EHgland, quite 
regardless of the fact that under the frnan.­
cial agreement, to which they were a party 
when in office. v. e had to do our busine '.3 

throng·h the C'ommonw<'~lth B::n1c. 
Mr. \V. FORGAN SMITH: You allo·,;-ccl it t0 

expire. Sir Edward 11a··artney's lctte:·~ 
show that. 

Hon. A. E. J!oorr.] 
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The PHE11IElt: The hen. 111C111ber knows 
thr.t there was an agreement made with the 
Bank of England in 191'5 in regard to the 
flota.ti.on of loans, and there was a later 
ag·"·ement in 1926, which terminated \vhen 
the financial agreen1ent \vas consumn1atcd. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: How do vou 
explain those letters of Sir Edw[nd 
Macartney? 

The PREMIER: If the hon. member will 
take the trouble to ·read the letters of Sir 
E(h ard )llacartney, he will sec that they 
refer to loans and the payment of interest. 
It is s;Jecifically stated in one letter that, as 
the financial agreement had been ma.de, it 
applied to all the States, and naturally 
tl1ey had to do their business with the Com­
monwealth Bank. We wore not able to 
continue the agreement with the Bank of 
England because they would not accept our 
overdraft business. Naturallv they told us 
to get our overdrafts where "we p"laced our 
} usiness. ~4...nv business 1na.n \vould saY the 
nme thing. If we were going to get "loans 
through the Commonwealth Bank, then we 
should do our ordinary overdraft business 
with them. 

The hon. member for Leichhardt pointed 
out what a tremendous thing it would be 
for Au~tralia if we could make payment for 
our interest by ore a ting a trust fund in 
Australia and an overdraft overseas >vhich 
<could be drawn upon to pay interest. If 
that we1c clone it would mean that there 
would be a reduction of interest: but, if 
the Government had to pay £30,000,000 in 
exchange, there would not be a pavment. 
but there would be default. The Federal 
Government and the Commonwealth Bank 
looked upon it from the point of view that 
there are greater benefits to be rccoivctl at 
the present time from having the exchange 
as it is. The indirect benefits to the peop1e 
of Australia, and to the primary producers 
in particular, are so valuable that it is 
preferable that the Government should face 
the pre;cnt difficulty of obtaining the neces­
sary funds to meet oversea commitments. 

Mr. Kmw AN : Is that really so? 

The PRE:\HER: The benefit to the 
primary producers and to the people is 
much greater. 

l\Ir. HANLO~: It cannot be greater. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
Leichhardt stated that last year ti1e value of 
the primary products exported from Queens­
land amounted to £16,750.000. I am not 
gc•mg to say that the rate of exchange over 
the whole year was at a premium of 30 

cent; but let us assume that the export­
'Urplus in primary products \vill be 

£16.000,000 for the coming year. Thirty 
c. nt. cm that snm is n0nrl~, £5.000.000, 

will be received bv the primary pro­
t~lll er'. <.nd the people of Queensland; and 
agaimt th.tt the Government have to find 
£1.090.000 to meet exchange charges in con­
JF ·tion ~·"ith our oversea co1nmibnents. 

:\lr: \V. FoRGAX SMITH: As the exchange 
1 ,, JtlOn between trading countries becomes 
adjusted and stabilised. so price levels 
l:>r·'ome adjusted and stabilised. 

The PRE:\HER: Eventually. I am not 
r '.der.Y01'rin!l" to minimise the difficulty of 
Jinrli11g £1.080,000 to meet exchange charges; 
but I do. ''"i'h to point out that. on the pre-

·r,r basJS ,of exchange, Qn:ensland receives 
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fiye r1nH·s a::- n1uch as it is necessary for 
tilC Government to find to meet exchange· 
ch.trgcs 1n connect-ion ,,·ith oversea com­
I111tnH'nts. 

:\Ir. liAXLOX: \Vhy not follow that argu­
ment to its logical conclusion and make 
£100 of • .\ustralian money equal to £1 of 
English money? Then we should all bs 
wealthy. 

The ·PREMIER: We do not fix the 
c·xch{lrJ.t~·\~ ratl'. To a great L'Xtent. the 
cxchnn~--f' i:-: go·n:-rned by the :supply 
Rnd I adrnit th~tt it is 
limited to a certain extent, because, if the 
Commonwealth Bank were to prO\-ide all' 
the exchange in connection with oversea 
commitments the rate of exchange would be 
34 or 35 pe~· cent. It is better to ration 
the exchange so ns to relieve Governments 
of the necessity of paying too highly when 
purchasing exchange for their requirements. 

}fr. IV. FORGAN SMITH: \Vhen considering 
trade and commerce there are other debits. 
against the £4,500,000. 

The PREMIER: There are. \Ye must 
take as a basis the amount of exportable 
product . and in our case it is £16,000.000. 
\Y c rec,,i,-c the benefit of 30 per cent. upon 
that sum. which is a rather large amount 
of moncv. The people and the Government 
arc clire(;tlv and indirectly benefited by the 
receipt of that addition.al sum. That amou~t 
of monev is expended m Queensland, and Is 
an extr~ amount available to the primary 
producers. 

}lr. \Y. FORGAN SMITH: It is all governed 
by the volume of trade between countries. 

The PREliiiER: To a great extent. 
The hon. member for Gregory has again 

raked up the :\!1ungana case. 
:\Ir. POLLOCK : I did nothing of the sort. 

The PRE:\IIEH: In my opinion, he did. 

::\Ir. Pm.LOCK : I referred to the expense 
im-oh-ed, if that is what you call raking 
1: up. 

The PREJ\HER : The hon. member found 
fault with the Government for appointing 
the rovai commission and for going on with 
the l\ilungana case because he said that it 
was purely a political vendetta. 

:\Ir. Por.LOCK: Hear, hear! 

The PRE:HIER: If he does not call that 
rakinO' it up then I do not know what it is. 
He c~·iticist'd the Government for having 
naicl for lc~al advit e, and for having in­
~un·ed cx:nC';1flihn'c in connection with the 
roYal co~n{1lissiGn and the lVIungar:.a case. 

~Ir. PonorK : I com]1lained that you had 
not given us the full information. 

The PRE:\1IER: The hou. member also 
indulged in innuendo by suggesting that 
there was something that the GoYernment 
had to dean up, and that our supporters 
were not all that they might be. How doe& 
he know that the people referred to are all 
our mpporters? Are they all. our supporte~s 
becau,e thev have evaded mcome tax m 
connection .~ith returns of income associated 
with the butt0r industry? They are just 
as likel.- to be the supporters of the hon. 
member\ 'Jartv. I do not inquire whether 
the diredo~s oi· managers of butter factorie& 
r,re of the same political opinions as the 
prty r~ 'c.·hich I belong. These people did 
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~orf1ing crin1inal. The,~ on1itted to ful'nish 
mcome tax returns showing the whole of 
their income. \Vhy should the Government 
wddenly step in and hamper the Commis­
sioner of Taxes when he is doing his duty? 

The Government were compelled to go 
head with the roval commission on Mun­

gana. \Ve had made definite charges, and 
I want to refer to those definite charges. 
They arC' set out in " Hansard " for 1927, 
"r page 552. The present Secretary for Pub­
lie Instrnction. who then sat in opposition, 
ll1ade a very full statement on the subject 
and made definite charges. This is his 
{·harge :~ 

" 1. That the circumstances connected 
"ith the purchase by tho Government of 
the ?llungana Mines for £40,000 furnish 
grave reasons for suspicion that the pre­
'cnt Premier (then Home Secretary) and 
perhaps other members of the Govern­
ment (present or past) wrongfully used 
their public positions for the purpose 
A th<:> acquirement of private gain, the 
relevant facts of this case being as 
fol1o1Ys :-" 

He then 'et out the facts in detail. Surely 
that is definite enough? 

::\lr. Por.r.ocK: Similar charges are now 
b£ ing 1nade against butter factory managers 
-that they have used their positions for 
private gain. 

The PREMIER: They are private indi­
viduals. and they have nothing at all to 
do with the Government. In the Mungana 
case the persons concerned were members of 
n Gove!T,ment who had misused their posi­
tions. They were the trustees of public 
:nncls. That is a totallv different matter. 
';l'c were pressed to ha~-e an inquiry into 
the Mungana bnsinee ~, not only by our own 

but by the supporters of hon. mem­
opposite. 

Mr. \V. FoP.GAN s~r!TU: You were not. 

Ti1c PRE':\IIER: The hon. member for 
afternoon that the Go­
' ith the :\!Iungana case 
out on a political ven-

G re gory said this 
YO'nn1cnt went on 
because they \YC1'2 

The hon. 111Cn1ber in n1nking that state~ 
~21rnr r, m:ernbcr the rc~olution that 
"'"' at the· Southport Labour Con-
-,.-,_~r:_rion r((jllCsting th~· Labour Governrnent 
_ a }~point a Ro~. al Cornmission to inquire 
:r£trJ ~\lungana. 

:1Ir. \Y. FoRGAN SoiiTH: You are off your 
r \~ance 110\\". It was ncvrr TI1entioned at 
Somhport. 

The :\Iungana matter 
up at the Southpoc·t Labom· 

on 18th February, 1926, by Mr. 
::\1 r. :.\Ioronc:~~. 

~,Ir. \Y. FoRGAX ~::HU'H: Thcv \VCrc not at 
thru: c0~1YCntion. · 

T\w PHE::\IIER: They were. 
c\h. PoLLOcK: They were expelled be-fore 

t}w conY"ntion started. 

Tlr! PRE::\IIER: \Yhom are we to bt'lieve 
-rh·~· Lt',_(h•r of the Opposition_, 'Yho said 
bat did not hold a convention at all, 
er th, 1. n1e1nb:: r for Gregory, 'vho said 
th,H ::\l:'S.3t'~. Ryrnrr and ::.\'Ioronoy '.\·ere 

.:_l~'. 

\1 f~·o1n th~t conYcntion? 
\Y. FonJAX S:.'!IITH: Don't n1isquote 

I ""'''-'' said that at all. I eaicl the 

matter \vas not raised at the Southport 
conyention. 

:VIr. PoLLOCK: I was the chairman of that 
conYention. and I know that Rymer and 
:VIoroney wore not at it. 

The PHE::\III:R: Except to bring up that 
question. 

:VIr. POLLOCK : \\'hat are you quoting 
from? 

The PREl\IlER: Never mind what I am 
quoting from. 

:Vir. PoLLOCK: You arc not quoting from 
the official report. 

The PREMIER : Theu at the Townsville 
Labour Convention held on 15th May, 1928, 
:\fr. Eastaughffe mo\ eel-

" That a full inquiry into the :Vlungana 
anrl Chillagoe leases be made by a com­
mittee appointed from this convention." 

::\Ir. Jones seconded this motion, and Mr. 
Roper moved an amendment to delete all 
words from and including " committee" and 
insert the words '' Royal Commission." Mr. 
\Y atson seconded the amendment; therefore, 
it was not only our people who were demand­
ing the appointment of a commission, but 
the demand was general. 

::\1r. POLLOCK: You are all right there, but 
you are all wrong about Southport. 

The PRE:l.IIER: There were demands 
made generallY that the whole matter be 
cleaned up. l cannot help it if the most 
able man practising at the bar to-day happens 
to be the prcoident of our organisation. 
Th.tt is not mv fault. \Vhen a Government 
is embarking ,";pon a la\Y en ~e of tremendous 
lu1portanec-und it \V a,, of tremendous im~ 
portancc, bc~auce the honour of this Parlia­
nlent ,,~8" inYol-rcd-thc b:-'3t brains at the bar 
must be Pngaged. A defi 1itc charge ''ras 
tuadP \i\·hich was only pro\·c'd in part. :\1r. 
::\IcCornwck 'aiel in this Chamber i>1 1926 

h hel-d o:1l·., ~~:g share:; in the I\lnngana 
,._-:tc~. \Yh:'l'(~as t:lc jy_i_ found that he 

nr:1rly ....... ' .. :~ l _Tile' re' a L~c:in-itc reason 
for that. ·1.11(':1 l\ir. cain_ ;_,1 Bris-
brq~r ttfL·r the findi:1p:s of Roval Com-
JU~.~~ion. nud d0111andrr{ an cpportnni'L,·· ~houid 
b.! .~ri .,. n hin1 to .[:·o into th~._, witnrc,s-box:. 

Go,-,.~. ::\tEx;:· ~re:m~Ens: And he ne,·cr ,-.-ent 
into the box. 

The PRE~llER: 1\aturally, \YC had to go 
on \Yitb the case btJ:ausc we could nor Jcave 
it whc e it 'tood. It was absolutelv c -scntial 
tint we should go en with it. I have no 
apology to offer for goi11g on \Yith the coln­
rrii~slcn or the ciYil proccC'dings. oe for 
obtaining- th0 lw,.t ],~g:al opinion i'nd engag­
inp· th0 ]yst couJ,sd to coudnct the proceed-

=\Ir. SToP~onD: \Yh:, are you shirkin~ a, 
colnnli~"Sion in the other n1atbT novv? 

The PRK'HIER: The hon. member foe 
:::\-fount ~lorgan rnw·t recognise that, \Yhile the 
Cmn1nif'sioner of Tax ,_s is investigating about 
t\vcuty-two rnore cases for prosecution in 
connection lvith con1missions rc{:ei.,.;ed by 
officials of butL•r factories and not included 
in their income tax returns. it would be­
utterly wrong to appoint a Royal Commis­
sion and thus interfere with those procee-d­
ings. 

:VIr. HAl\LON: It is a fair-sized scandal if 
there are twenty-two more prosecutions to 
C01118. 

Hon. A. E. Moore.] 
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"rho PRE:\IIER : It is a scandal in a sort 
,of a wa0 ; but there was nothing illegal in 
the officials accepting the commissions ex· 
,cept from tho point of view that they did 
not include ihe amounts in their income tax 
returns and thus evaded the payment of 
incom<· tax. The payment· of commission is 
an ordinary bu::;iuess concern which goes on 
every day. 

:\1r. l\1AHER: But it is wrong. 
?vir. BRASSIKGTOX: You won't go out and 

tell that to the farmers. You allow them to 
be fleeced. 

The l'RKtlliER : I am prepared to tell the 
farmclS what I am telling this Commitree; 
and I do not need the hon. member for 
Baionnc to explain anything for me. I am 
quite capable of doing that myself. How 
have the farmers been fleeced? 

The :3· .'RETARY FOR !VIrxEs: He would like 
it referred to "head centre." 

!Ur. POLLOCK: We want to know the cost 
Df rhe l\1ungana Commission and proceedings. 

Tho PREMIER: I (annat give the cost. 
Tfhe costs of the defence have not yot come 
in. I do not know when they will come in. 
I unclcriltand that the solicitor in charge of 
the dcfc•nce has gone away, and, until he 
retnrne, the defm1ce costs will not be put in. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: Have not Mr. ::YicGill's costs 
.been put in? 

The PREMIER: ::'-;ot so far as I know; 
indeed I am sure they have not been put in. 
Hon. members mu.st remember that, after 
these costs are put m, they have to be taxed. 
I am not endeavouring to hold them back. 
I presume that when the counsel and other 
legal gentlemen who were engaged in the 
case have their costs ready, they will give 
them to the Government. I am not en­
deayouring to hold back anything. 

:Ylr. POLLOCK : I am not saying you are ; 
but I do say that whatever information we 
may get in this Chamber the newspapers 
hold back. 

The PREMIER : The Deputy Leader of 
the OppositiOn had a great deal to say with 
regard to the conversion loan of 1929. When 
speaking yesterday, the hon. member said-

." "When the Government are dealing 
with the people who make money out of 
lending money-the big capitalists-this 
is the way they deal with them, and not 
the way they deal with the wage-earners. 
They said to tl1e holders of this loan, who 
have been draY. ing interest for years-

' To holders of maturing loans we 
offer a cash bonus of £3 per cent. on 
vOnYerti:ng- th0ir holding in the new 
1oan.' 

Just imagine these great financial in­
ten·,ts, who make their money out of 
lending big sums of monev to Govern­
ments, in addition to dra~ving interest 
all the years of the previous loan, being 
told ' If you lea Ye your money in this 
present loan. we will give you a cash 
bonus of £3 per cent.' " 

That is not true. The Auditor-General's 
report for 1929, at page 17, shows the details 
of the expenses of the conversion loan of 1929, 
as follows:-

" QUEENSL\KD 5~ PER OExT. LOAX OF 
£12,703,734. 

" In May last the Commonwealth 
Government made a conversion offer of 
its stock of £12,403,734 bearing interest at 
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5 per cent. with an is~ue price of £87 
per cc,nt. 

" 'I'ho expenses of i:3sne (apart frCh1 the 
discount of £3 per cent.) were-

£ ~. ~!. 
Underwriting, Lank 

charge, and brokerage 159.291 8 
Di.count on prepay-

nwnts, adYertising, 
C'tC. 12,949 14 18 

Less credit of £7,259 12s. 
2d. for interest earm l 
on cn,sh in<>tahnents 

Ket costs 

172.241 2 1l 

7.259 12 2 

£164,981 10 g·· 
The corr0sponding ()xpenses of conversion of 
the loan in May, 1924, amounted to £330.098 
19s. 7d. The hon. member for Herbert m­
eluded the discouut as an addition to the cost 
of conver;3ion in 1929. The conversion in 
1924 was rrude at £99 10s., carrying 5~ per 
cgnt. for five years. The conversion in 1929 
>Yas made at £97, carrying 5 per cent., th~ 
period not being stated. In the 1924 con­
version £5 10s. per annum on each £99 10s. 
actual!:.- received is equivalent to an effective 
rate of 5.528 per cent. per annum. In the 
1929 com-crsion of the same loan £5 per 
annum on each £97 is equal to an effecti,-e 
rate of 5.155 per cent. per annum. The 1929 
conversion was better than the 1924 com-er·-
3ion to the extent of £165,117 Ss. lOd., less 
expenses of conversion, and .373 per cent. per 
annum less interest.• Yet the hon. member 
for Herbert comes into this Chamber and 
starts to talk about the giving of a bonua 
to the people who are co.wertiug their loan 
holdings! 

The hon. member for HerLert also said-
" The Brisbane City Council arranged 

to pay its overseas interest into a fund 
in Australia to save this awful cost of 
exchang·e. If any person should have 
initiated that scheme, it should haYe been 
the 'Treasurer." 

First of all, that is not true. The Brisbane 
Citv Council have not done that. and cannot 
do It. Furthermore, the Queensland Treasurer 
did initiate the scheme, and did that ten 
PlOnths ag·o. That merely goes to show how 
inaccurate the hon. meml;>er's statements are. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition also 
went on to say that we should have borrowed 
money overseas to get an overdraft. The 
resolutions of the Loan Council, which were 
definitely agreed to by all the States, w<:re 
to the effect that we should not try to ra1se 
anv money overseas until the short credit 
"';ailable there, had been liquidated. When 
Mr. Scullin, the Prime Minister. was over­
seas, he cabled to Mr. Lyons. who was then 
Federal Treasurer, on lOth November, 1930, 
as follows:-

"I ceme to London with the consent 
of the party. Apart from the Imperial 
Conference mv most itnportant n1ission 
was to restore" Australian credit so that 
we could fund the floating debt and, if 
possible, raise some new money to relieve 
our economic position. My efforts would 
have succeeded had the party's support 
been maintained. I found in London a 
desire to assist, and plans were maturing 
to approach the loan market when bud­
gets were balanced. 

" Although there was disappointment in 
financial circles that our budget is not 
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'lu,te balanc0d. the door was not quite 
~lo,cd, and I still had hopes of success 
:mti1 tlnt appalling resolution was passed 
~" •t Thursday; but that proposal was 
d1~"'tstrous." 

The resolution that Mr. Scullin referred to 
y, as one passed at a Federal caucus 1neeting 
on the 6th ::'-Joyf'mber, 1930. That is the one 
which destroyed the credit of Australia over­
Has. That is the one which rendered Mr. 
Scullin's visit hopek·s from the point of 
,-icw of getting credit overseas to meet our 
loan and interest requirements. It was not 
an thing that this Government did that was 
~pomible for that. It was something that 

Federal caucm did at Canberra on 6th 
1'\o·:ember, 1930. 

The CHAIR:YIA='l : Order: The hon. mem­
ber has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Question-" That the resolution (Jir. W. 
H. Barn,,'s motion) be agreed to-put and 
passed. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRl\IA:-1 reported that the Committee 

had come to a resolution, and asked leave 
to sit ag:-~.in. 

Resumption of Committee made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

Resolution rccciwd, and agreed to. 

WJ,YS AND 2.1EANS. 
REFc:\IPTIO!'i OF Co1niiTTEE-VOTE o:-r 

Accon:T, £2,600,000. 
(Mr. Roberts, East Toowoornba, in the chair.) 

The TREASL:RER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
lrymurn) [8.55]: I beg to move-

" (a) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to His Majesty, on 
acconnt, for the service of the >ear 
~931-32, a further stun not exceeding 
£1.600.000 be granted out of the Con­
Folidated ReYenue Fund of Queensland 
(• :<clu-ive of the moneys standing to the 
credit of the Loan Fund Account). 

" (b) That, towardc making good the 
Supply granted to: His Majesty, on 
ac' ount, for the service of the vear 
1931-32, a further sum not exceeding 
£800,080 be granted from the Trust and 
Special Funds. 

" (c) That, towards making good the 
Supply grantf'd to His Majesty, on 
account, for the service of the vear 
1931-32, a further sum not exceeding 
£200,000 be granted from the monevs 
standing to the credit of the Loan: Fm1d 
~\ccount." 

Mr, W. FORGAX SMITH (J1ackay) [8.56}: 
It will be noticed that from loan fund 
ac( ount the Trea~l.lrer is appl'opriating 
£200,000 for the senices Df the present 
financial :·ear. The position Df the loan 
fund account is of particular interest to this 
Parliament and the people of Queensland. 
It is already carrying a very heavy deficit 
from revenue account. and the available 
funds in the Stat", with repayments to loan 
fund account from various sources, indicate 
that the State of the loan fund account 
towards the end of the financial year will 
cause ,<ome anxiety unlees it is replenished 
in some way or other. The Treasurer might 
inform the Committee as to the present 
balances in the loan fund account, apart 

altot,ether from the debit carried by that 
account on behalf of the consolidated 
revenue, and as to the steps he proposes to 
take in regard to the future. In the Finan­
cial Statement the hon. gentleman indicated 
that a balance of at least £500,000 is 
required in this account as a margin of 
safety. Personally, I think that is putting 
it rather low. The desirable balance is at 
least £1,000,000. Assuming that the balance 
is £500,000, the hon. gentleman indicated in 
his Financial Statement that towards the end 
of the financial year he may have to issue 
treasurv bills in connection with the matter., 
If the ·Treasurer could give the Committee 
information along those lines, I should be 
yery pleased. 

The TREASURER (HDn. W. H. Barnes, 
1rynnum) [9,0J: The questions askod by the 
Leade1' of the Opposition are very proper 
questions, The hon. member will remember 
that there is reallv onlv one cash account. 
and at the present mo;;1ent it is in credit 
about £1,000.000. That is the position so 
far as Queensland ;s concerned. This month 
we have rC'mitted to LondDn a further 
£300.000 in order to make provision for 
certain payments which will be maturing 
in the old country, but not just immediately. 
There is an arrangement with the Common­
wealth Bank by which the money that is 
required for the twelve months shall be 
remitted at the rate of s'o much per month; 
and, as the Leader of the Opposition pro­
bably knows, any money that is lying at 
credit in the old country is genC'rally lent 
"n short term loans, That is arranged by 
the banking authorities there. 

The hon. member h<b asked what is likei-. 
to be doll!! in connection '.rith the dehif& 
c.trricd O\~. r on account of revenue, and 
with rc1rard to whd is going to be done in 
cnnnrt:t1on ·v;ith nm.ounts v.hic-h are outH 
,ton iin&·. If h• io oks' up thc> Budget, ht> 
''ill fC'\' rlu-tt 1t i.'3 indir1ted there that n 
Hill rnnst 1-c brought in this Sc'3sion to deal 
,,,~Tt 1 1 tlnt. Tbnt is the proper ourse to 
follow. 

Cc <ti,lg- cck to the f]UCstion which the-
!: on. 111cnb<'r h v~ 11nt. I might further s.1.y 
that. in addition to the rnillion of rnone·­
whiCh 1~·e hrr Ye, there is son1r- n1oncv re all;,. 
l:·ing at onr eaU, so to speak, in cor;nectio~! 
IYith the .~·1Yings baL~).: invc-t.Inent which we 
could have rccei'.·cd frOiu the savings bank 
account soDJC nvJ n1onths ago; bnt I did 
not think it '.l~ wise to take it, as it 
was a Co;nmomveelth mutter, •·eeing that 
Wf· did not v:ant it 1n1Incrliatcly, and .,,·ould 
l>aYe had to start to pay intere t upon it 
when we did not requir<' it. The amount 
v;as probably about £200,000, Then should 
it be necr·ssary, according to the agreen1ent 
which was made in :V1aY-J un<'. we certain!, 
are entitle,! 10 receiYc ~!:>out £760.000 from 
rhe Loan Council, being portim1 of om· 
(tf'nland for overdraft. I must state for 
the infonndion of hon, memb<'rs. that we 
had to prepuce a rough Budget in J\1ay-June 
I pointPcl out then-and my Under Secre'. 
tary quite realised that-ho1v Yerv difficult 
it was r,t that time to forecast 'what our 
6. ficit vas likely to be. In connection with 
tl1c t rough Budget we forecast a deficit 
of something like £760,000, and prm·ision 
hw been made for th 't. bv the Cowman­
wealth or by thf' Loan CounciL 

J\1r. IY. FoRGA:-1 S1IITH: Is there not some 
difficulty in regard to that amount? 

Hon . . W. H. Barnes.] 
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The TREASFRER: Xot so far as I 
kno,v. 

:Mr. vV. FORGAN S1IITH: The Common­
wealth Bank agreed to finance the various 
Governments' deficits to the extent of about 
£15,000.000. That £760,000 is part of that 
£15,000,1 •)0. Since then your deficit has 

{)rept up to £1,800,000. 

The TREASURER: That may be so, but 
we arc clearly entitled to £760,000. I would 
like to say further that in going through 
the figures to-dav I require to be very care­
ful what I say, 'becaus'e hon. members will 
realise that there was never a time when 
the financial position was so difficult to 
gauge. 

lVlr. PoLLOCK: You have bec'll saying that 
for over two years. 

The TREASURER: The financial posi­
tion generally is very difficult to gauge; but, 
after going into the figures to-day, it seems 
to me that there is a possibility that we 
may be able to see the financial year out 
with perhaps a shortage of about £150,000 
or £200,000. I may be out in quoting those 
figures, because so much depends upon what 
revenue will come from the railways and 
from income tax. Hon. members will at 
once realise that the amount forecast for 
income tax is down about £600,000 com­
pared with last year; but I am still hope­
ful that, although at present the income tax 
is coming in very slowly, at least our fore­
cast will be realised, and we may be able 
to see the year thl'Ough on the lines I have 
indicated. I want to emphasise, however­
and that comes back to what the hon. 
member for Gregory says-that it is· e~sen­
tial that at the end o£ J uno there should 
be som'' cash in hand in or-der to continue 
the work which is necessary at the com­
mencement of a new financial year. I can 
only say that the greatest care and atten­
tion will be given to see to the financial 
side of our affairs. 

:Jl1·. PoLLOCI-:::: .... 4..rc you still determined to 
g? on '1~,·ith the fidu,ci~ry issue of treasury 
bills' to meet the doticit? 

The TREASURER: I have not said any­
th1ng about ildu,eiary notes or treasury 
bills. 

1.l.r. POLLOOK: The issue of treasury bills 
1s a fiduciH~' Jsme, whethe,· you like it or 
not. 

'rhe TREASuRER: One has to admit 
that to some extent it savours of that form 
of financing. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You have not a shilling's 
worth of gold behind it. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
knows that so far Queensland has not found 
it necessary to obtain any money by way 
of treasury bills. We may be placed in 
that position. Queensland is in a very dif­
ferent position from the other States. 

Mr. STOPFORD: That is what Lang says, 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
is apparently a very close friend of Mr. 
Lang's, and he has evidently been confer­
ring with him of late. I prefer to leave 
him to Mr. Lang. Queensland will con­
tinue to pursue a course of safety-a course 
that will be in the best interests of this 
State. 

I Hon. W. H. Barnes. 

Mr. W. FORGAi\' SMITH (Jiac 1·a:.·J 
L9.8]: I should like some information from 
the Treasurer as to the loan funds that will 
be available to Queensland from the Loan 
Council. I understand that the amount 
allotted to Queensland is in the vicinity of 
£188,000. 

The 'l'llEASURER: 'That is so. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I rcali;c that 
the money has to be allocated in tlvo best 
possible way, and that you cannot allocate 
money that is not in your possession. The 
financial agreement provides for the arbi· 
trary allocation of anv funds that mav be 
at the disposal of the Loan Council.. It 
provides that the loan estimates d each 
State and the Commonwealth shall be pre· 
sented to the Loan Council, and the Loan 
Council shall decide upon the amount of 
money to be borrowed, the rate of interest, 
etc. If the amount of moncv available is 
less than is required by the States and the 
Commonwealth, then it shall be allocated 
upon the ha~is of the expenditure of the 
various States over the prec<:>:iin<, five years. 
The Queensland Government loaned money 
to the Loan Council and to the ::louthern 
States. During the past two years they did 
not require, and did not participate in, any 
of the loan funds that wero avr,il<tble. So, 
at least for two years of the period of 
office of the present Gover 1111011t they did 
not participate in any <tllocation of loan 
funds ; and I should like the Treasurer to 
indicate whether the right of t.,lueensland 
to share in future loan funds has beer.. 
safeguarded by general agreement. The 
basis of allocation is the exn;mditure bv the 
respective States over th~ previous· fivE> 
years; and any State that has not received 
Ol' utilised the allocation to which it was 
entitled may be placed at a disadva,nta.g0 
at a later date unless its right !lets been 
safeguarded. I should like the Treasursr 
to intimate whether our intcre~ts in that 
regard have been safeguarded. I know that 
the amount to be allocated this year is very 
small indeed. I am anxious to pr•eserve our 
right under the agreement on the basis o' 
the allocation to which I have referred. 

The TREASURER. (Hon. \Y. H. Bnw·''· 
Tl'ynnum) [9.12]: As the Loader of thG 
Opposit'on has pointed out, the method t 
pre~ent ,adopted by ~he Loan Council_ in allo­
canwr 1oan funds 1s a ver•,· u:n:Jabsfactor 
one. ~To some extent the State that i5 
careful of its fimtmr, is the StaL 
suffers the moct. 

Mr. \V. FonGAN S}IJTH: It \Yould 
if the funds were alloca tee! on a 
basis. 

The TREASURER: That is ono 
matters on 1ihich some adjustment 
be made by tho e connected with the Loan 
Council. 

l\Jr. \7\,"'", FonG_\X s~II'fl{: I--Iavc you l'i:l~--r:·J 
it? 

The TREASURER: vVe have raised 
point; but there are ccrt-J.in standing 
fol' the guidance of the Loan Council 
have prevented us making very pl·o­
gress in that direction. The figure mec'· 
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition­
£188,000-as the amount we received is V8l'V 
near the mark. · 

Question-" 'Tb,at the resolutions (J£t·. 
TV. H. Barnes's motion) be agreed to "-put 
and passed. 
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The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN reported that the Committee 

had come to certain resolutions. and asked 
lea vo to sit again. 

Resumption of Committee made a" Order 
.of the Day for to-morrow. 

Resolutions received, and agreed to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, c-;o, 2. 
Fms:r READING. 

A Bill, founded on the resolutions reported 
from the Committee of \Vavs and }leans. 
was introduced, and read a 'first time. 

SECOl'\D READING. 

The TREASURER (Hon. \V. H. Barnes, 
1rynnam): I beg to moyc-

" That the Bill be now read a seco1ld 
time." 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH (Jiackay) 
L9.16]: There are one or two. phase~ of th!s 
Bill not yet touched upon w1th whwh 1t 1s 
i).ecessary for me to deal before Jt goes 
through. There was a good deal of debate 
ou various financial matters when the reso­
lutions wore discussed in Committee; but 
there are one or two phases of the general 
financial position to which I shall now draw 
attention. In the earlier stages of the pro­
~eedings the Treasurer pointed out that he 
intended at a later stage of the se,sion to 
bring in a Bill to deal with the general 
deficits. The accumulated defiCit as at the 
end of June last for which no provision has 
been made is £1,731,186. If t·he prospective 
deficit for the pre ·ent financial year, esti­
mated to amount to £1,871,159, is added to 
that amount. it means that there is a total 
deficit in sight for the present Government 
of £3.602.345. That amount may be ex­
ceeded. The Trcas14rer's rstimatP has already 
been 'hown to be very far out. In :\lay 
last he estimated a deficit for the current 
financial year of £780,000. That has since 
ooen increased by £1,100,000; and there is 
no guarnntec that oven that anticipated 
deficit 'vill not be exceeded. although I 
fervently hope that it will not. We would 
all be delighted to see that deficit considn­
ably reduced; but there are one m· rwo 
phases of the question. that lll'J.st he ch:::er· 
n1ined before \.Ye can e:::tirnate an~v 
in the d"ficit. For ex'nlplo) it is 
to reduce th~ ea pi tal jndebtcdne•"3 
Railway Depar:e11ent b:· a 
amount, which means that the 
written-off will have l carried by 
Trc a;:;:1r.T·. The will uot 
the br!Pnce in 8nv there 
unlv r. · frr;r:.1 cxp~nditur<~ 
e•,;_l bo ll10t; jf u~e 
jn the manner ~nggestt.d 
Rnih~.·a 17s. it 7·iil 
financi~l position 

nt npon 

:ghts and far _s 
g-re ter Yolume of tr..:ff-lc, 
turn ,,·ill con1pr.:nsato for 
If it op.'rates in that ..,v.,;y_ 
of aclnmtagc to 
a1l desirous of seei!lg r3_ih J.y LH't"3 n~ '::1. 

freight'3 reJuc(d so long as that can be '-\ml'C 
without upsetting the Trea,;l!.ry figur '· 
Parliament is entitled to consider tho'e 
factors when dealing with a Bill of tlm 
kind. \Ve mtnt guard against getting i:nLJ 
the pooition which obtained in New South 
\Yak,. There the railway aooount-; 
were kopt separate fron1 the aceount:-3 
of th0 other State departments. and ft-.e­
quently the Treasurer introduced a budget 
showing a surpluFJ which a few n1onths later 
was fo;)_nd in actual fact to be a deficit when 
the financial position of the Railway Dcpaet­
merc: had been taken into consideratior:, 
'.Ye mu't realise that there is only one till 
from which all expenditure is met, and that 
no .td.il!.stment of accounts can affect th,> 
general !iabilit:c of the State. I shall deal 
with that proposition when it comes before 
Parliament in the form of a Bill. If sinking 
funds are provided to coYer the 'amount by 
,,.hieh the capital account has been written­
down. then there may be some merit iu the 
proposition. However, I shall deal w!th t!'e 
matter later. For the present I rmse tne 
question from the point of view of the 0ffeet 
it will have on the Treasurer's estimated 
deficit. If all factors were taken into con­
sideration when framing the Budget, then 
the position that I anticipate may not arise. 

Another matter which may have some 
bearino· on the position is the super land 
tax, ,,:Ohich is a form of taxation that the 
GoYernment have imposed on two occasions 
up to the present. I understand that some 
members of the Government Party are very 
averse tQI that being re-enacted this financial 
year, because they gaye a definite pledge 
to certain people that the tax would be 
repealed. If the tax is not re-enacted in 
the. present financial year, then it will affect 
the budget position considerably, unless, of 
course, the Treasurer has taken that factor 
into a.ccount when framing his budget. In 
the last financial year £142,255 was secured 
from this source. If the tax is not re-enacted 
in the present year, it will mean that the 
Budget figures will become 'O much the 
worse. \Vc are entitled to some declaration 
bevond what tho Treasurer has g-ive'l 
to~ the pre-,cnt as to his intentions in 
encc to the matter. 

This afternoon I z;;'lid that the pre:;ent 
Treasurer had in1poscd taxation an1onnting 
in the aggregatG to £1.500 1 000. The Trea·· 
·curer denied the authenticity of tho··e t!gurci!. 
I propose to giye the actual estimated 
amount for which the Treasurer and the 
GcYernment are responsibltc. The Treasurer 
introd~lced n amending Inccn_·-=- Tax BiH 
in 1930-31. He estimated that the increased 
revenue from that source would be £600,000 .. 
I-Ie abo brought within the ambit of taxation 
at least 10,000 farmers 1vho previously vvere 
E·xemnt. I--Ie also a:rncnded the succession 
deities, which he estimated would provide 
an additional £85,000. He increased the 
stamp duties, which he estimated woCild pro· 
duce £42,000. In that fina·,cial year alone 
:,e impoeed t.cxation the headings [ 
La,-e quoted amounting the aggregate to 
£727,000. The unemployment relief tax which 
\rJ, i!nposed last year yielded £702,000. The 
ostim,,ted receipts from the san1e source dur· 
i~1g the present financial ye:Lr-and rernem.bor 
i :, h '.s been increased by lOO per cent.-i.J 
£808,000. making a total from that tax alone 
for the t\\·o vc:,rs of £1,510,000. If votL n.dd 
t'J that an1ollnt the figures I have~ already 
quoted, it will b8 found that £1,500,000 was 
a very cc·rBervative estimate. ....c\.~ a rnatt:_:.r 

Mr. 
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of fact, taxation imposed by the Treamrer 
has been in excess of £1,500,000. 

The Treasurer may say his estimate hns 
not been realised. That is quite true in 
regard to income tax. I have already 
pointed out that, bv increasing income tax 
up to a given perce1itage, the Trea.surer does 
not of nee,Jssitv incrE,:t."e the revenue bv the 
same percentage. A method of taxation may 
be introduced that has the effect of diminish­
ing the amount of income available; and, as 
a consequence. the ag·gregato revenue from 
t~J.xation is decreased. The " Daily J\lail " 
this morning quoted figures indicating that 
tht rate of tax per taxpa)er had been 
n·educed under the present Government. That 
is another loose statement t.hat does not 
bear examination; and, if used unscrupu­
lously, amounts to what the Secretarv for 
Public Instruction on a previous occasion 
called dishonest advocacy. It is quite true 
that the a vera;;;c amount per taxpayer h.1s 
be pn reduced; but that is not due to anv 
falling off in the rate of taxation. It i's 
due to a reduction in the aggregate income 
,,f the taxpayer. The fact remains that the 
present Trcasure1· and the Government dur­
ing the period they have been in power not 
only have had record deficits but have 
imposed increased taxation in excess of 
£1,500,000. 

In addition to that, let me again emphasise 
ihat the accumulated deficits of the present 
Treacurcr in a period of three years approxi­
rn:cte almost tho total accumulated deficits 
ihat have been incurred since Queensland 
became a State. The hon. gentleman makes 
rrcords in countless different directions; and 
thue can be no doubt at all that the finan­
cial policy ~eing pursued at the present 
t~me leaves htt.le or no hope to the public 
tnat the pos1hon has been taken in hand, 
or ;hat. the Gov.ernment have a policy that 
dea,s y,-,th the s1tuatwn generally. It is all 
very '~·cp fo~ the Tn~asurer to quote certain 
fin.,nma. tables. It 1s all very well for thP 
Pr<om1cr to quote cablegrams and copies of 
cablq:,rams that were filched from the files 
o£ the. Commonwealth Department. 

.The "PRE1!IER: What is that? 

Mr. \lv-. FORG~'I.~ SMITH: The cable­
gram, a copy of w,hich the hon. gentleman 
quoted, was the subject of investiaation bv 
the ~ederal Attorney-General's De'Partmenf. 
ancl Js ono of the cables that were filched 
from the Commonwealth file. 

Mr. KP.SO : Y 0:1 sa id the Premier filched 
th~m. 

:Mr .. \'\. FORGAN SMITH: I never said 
anythmg of the kind. I "aid he quoted 
from a cablegram that was filched. I am not 
i~ the h_,bit of making statements of that 
lnnd._ Am- statement that I make I am prc­
pm·ed to "tand up to in this Chamber. \V c 
;r,e not unde,r the nece~sity of making any 
''1JSe 'llegatwns agamst the Government 
We only need to till the truth. The truth 
1s bad 0nongh 111 all conscience. 

The PRF:MIER: Your Deputy Leader can 
never speak the tr~1th. 

1\lr. PEASE: You arc a liar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! I ask the hen. 
member to withdraw that expression. 
. Mr .. PEASE: I withdraw, but I object to 
bBmg msulted by the Premier. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! If the hon. 
member persists in continuing his remarks 

Ulk Sn~ith. 

,.,-h, n I ea ]l Lim to order. I shall ha Ye to 
nan1e hin1. 

~11~. PE.~ sE: I am not going to be insulted. 
)lr. SPEAKER: Order! 

::\lr. vY. FORGAN SMITH: Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to draw vour attention to the insult­
ing r1 mark n1adc by the Prmnier, 'vho 
r.ccm<'d the Deputy Leader of this party of 
not bemg able to sp.cak the truth on any 
occasion. That is a most insulting reference­
to any hon. member, and should be with­
dra·wn. 

:>lr. SPEAKER: I ask the Premier t(} 
·withdra\Y the expression. 

The PRDUER: I withdraw. 

::\Ir. '\Y. FORGAX SMITH: I am dealing 
with the general financial position of the 
StJ.te, \Yhich is bad enough in all con­
science: but there is no desire on my part 
to exnggnate the general position. \Vhat I 
am cone> rned with is the fact that there 
is no general policy in existence that would 
restore confidence to the public, or indicate 
to them that the situation is being grappled 
with by the respective Governments. 

The PREMIER: You oppose the restoration· 
of the Upper House. 

1Ir. W. FORGAN SMITH: The Premier 
is surely not old enough to be affiicted with 
senile decay. An interjection of that kind 
coming from a responsible Minister occupy­
ing such an important position is an indica­
tion that he does not understand the real 
causes of the difficulties I am dealing with. 
The question of the restoration of an Upper 
House in this 01· any other State has little 
or no bearing on the general question at all. 
\Vhat is require·d in Queensland is a. restora­
tion of confidence ·which will provide work 
for people and Tehabilitate industry. That 
is the real problem affecting this country at 
the prF;cnt time. Can anyone contemplate 
with equanimity the huge amount required 
to provide for relief works and relief in 
various directions? Can anyone contem­
plate with equanimity the fact that, through 
no fault of their own, thousands of our 
fellow-citizens are being made vagrants at 
the present time, and arc going from place 
to place in a fruitless search for work? 
The greatest tragedy of all is the fact that 
boys are leaving school and are unable to. 
obtain employment, and arc, therefore, not 
being tau!'"ht habits of industry. are not 
being giwn the opportunity of learning a. 
trade, and then, when I am dealing with 
questions of that kind, I am met with 
asinine interjections about the LogislativG" 
Council. which might be a political hav•:n 
for su;1porters of the Government. Thos' 
are the difficulties confronting the country, 
and the schemes introduced either at the 
Pren1iers' Confcrcnre or in this Parliarnent 
han' done little moro than deal with the 
fringe of the que,tion. The position is g·et­
ting worse every day. I admit it is Yery 
!arg~l,- an international question; but, being 
part of the civilised world, we, as a people, 
have onr r0sponsibi1itics, and ean contribute 
our share to the solution of the problem. 
We have had the difficulty in the past tl1at, 
no matt0r what proposal was put forward, 
nrovidecl it was not in accordance with con­
servative standards and ideas of public 
policy, it was immediately condemned. VV<' 
have not been able to obtain full informa­
tion to enable us to diagnose the case ulti­
mately and completely. Hon. members-
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oppo5ltc to-nig'!t have t"Llkc:d gliLly a~ .:.tt 
tfle results of the election in Great B1~i+-1in, 
and that rnay be cau.3e for their jubilation. 

::\1r. SPEAKER: Order J I ask the hon. 
member not to bring up matters of that kind. 
The second reading of the Bill coYcrs a 
Yery wide rang·e, but I do not think the 
hon. member is justified in wandering all 
ronnd the universe. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I object 
the implication that I am wandering 
round the universe. As the Le.\d r of 
Opposition, I have the right to state my 
case, and anything I can state on the finan­
cial position of the country is gernHlu__; to 
the Bill. The facts are that Qu :ens1<u..;, as 
a part of the Commonwealth, is affected by 
the intc-cnuLional rnondary position, and 
little or no steps have been taken by tho 
prc·cnt GoY<~rnmcut to cope with the situa· 
tion. Conferences of Yarious kinds ha vc 
been held, but they ha,-o not got to the real 
cause or the difficulty, and the· people of 
this State arc confronted, not onh· ,;ith nn 
unbalanced Budget, but with 'increasing 
numbers of people who arc ummplo,·cd. and 
with no immediate prospect of being 
absorbc~ in industry. The greatest tragedY 
of all 1s that our bovs and "'irls who arJ 
lea Ying school, and y 1-vho a~e able and 
anxious to \York, are not bt:ing giYu1 tht:. 
(JlJflOl'tunity to de so. ..:.\dult"" tnc::e lble 
to suffer in that wav. There can be no 
doubt that their 11osition is extr. mclv scnre 
-heartrendjng in many cases-but the 
greatest tragedy of all is the Fpectacle of 
unemployed boys and girls, ,,ho will be the 
future citizens of this State. "ho are not 
bPing giyen an opportunity to flnd · Inp1oy­
lnent. 

I propose to quote a very interesting 
pamphlet writt n by Professor Kcynes, en· 
titled, u Econon1ic Cow:equcnccs c f 1\'Ir. 
Churchill." Ho deals with thr· tim•' when 
::\Ir. Churchill. as Chancellor of the Exche­
quer, restore! 'the moneta·ry policy \Yhich has 
goiven ri~c to considPrahlc difl-icultY. This 
distin.,-uiehed gentleman prophe•i•_;cl \Yhar 
·yraS hko]y to take place f~)lttJWillf; that 
~ c6on. Tho Glasgow "Forv·ard '' sa:~·-

" It \Yas a brilliantlv v.·ritrcn Exnos8 
of the results of 11r. Chnrc~iil"~ aCceo­
tance of the report of th8 Cunl~ffe Co1;1-
n1ittre on currency. 

"These \Yisc finclnc.iat gcnt~e:ncn 
r 'commcnded a hurried rcstor:.t.tion of 
the gold standard in tni' c::>,mtr~·. O.'he 
Tory Govern1ncnt obocLe;,.Lly n_c( '-:pted 
the city view just as the present (;o,·c·rn­
nlent . is accepting the city view·, and 
here Is Mr. Kcynes' prophecy of -,y!Jat 
llll~''t follow. l-Ie puts hls prophecy in 
the forn1 of an imaginary report frorn 
the committee-

' To begin with, there "·ill be great 
depression in the export industries 
This in itself will be helpful, since it 
' ill produce an atmo3pb£'f' favour­
able to the rDduction oi wages. The 
cost of living will fall somewhat. This 
will be helpful, too, bccau•c it will 
givo you a good argument in favour 
of reducing wages. Ne\'erthdes'<, the 
cost of living will not fa li sufficiently, 
and consl'quently the export ind u"tries 
will not be able to reduce their prices 
sufficiently until wages have fallen in 
the sheltered industries. Now, wages 
will not fall in the sheltered industries 
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Llc-rch- bec_uso thoro is unf)~nr;lovment 
in th~ unshcltercd industrirc:,.- ri'hcre­
fore. You will have to see to it that 
there ·is unemployment in tLo shel­
tered industries also. The ''ay to do 
this will be by credit reotriction. By 
ntFans o~ the restriction of credit by 
the Bank of England, you can del:iber­
atc:ly iutc:nsify unemployn1cnt to any 
rcquiroch• degree until wages Jo falL 
\\'hen the proccSo is compictc the cost 
oi living \Yill have fallen, too; and 
y,o shall tlwn be, with luck, just where 
we were before we started.' " 

That staLn_ ·nt wa' m:· de bv Profe.lsor 
Keyncs in ~325. It de .]s ':, ith the retum of 
En[,lancl to tLe gold standard under the law 
c'nr 'led b;v· tho then Government. The lJ!'O­

plwcy of that distinguished gontlem'm has 
actually come to pass. Goods ha-;c fallen 
jn price; n1oney has apprcciai· d in value; 
unen1plo~·;.rmcnt has bec1.1 created jn ovcry 
country in the world; and it wollld appear 
that, unle~s son1cthlng very drastic is done, 
the internatic.nal situation, which affects us 
in common with othe·r coumries, will be 
YCI'Y serious indeed. My own Yiew is that 
the urgent need of the present day is an 
international Rgrceinent to control credit 
and currc:'1CJ so that they may be conducted 
jn the interests of trade and commerce ,as 
between nctions, thns enabling orderly indus· 
tr·; to be continued. Violent fluctmttion in 
p;iccs, \Vith all its eYils, produces results 
that are uedesirable. A stabilised policy 
could be secured by international agr~?en10;Jt 
if currency. banking, and credit became the 
handn1aiden cf industry rather than 1he die· 
tatnr oi industry. No one ran contemplate 
th~~ exi· iug ~iLw.tion, citlwr in Australi or 
( ~ e"~~. here, and f .cl that there is nothi11g 
:;:criLusly anci fnndarncntally '' ronb with tbc 
position. 

~T_!L' Trc·,~Elll;. t·J:_ s /cf
1
, n·::::c; to the .rpt_e,~t~cn 

ot IUL:•·csr rat 1, •• .I·.1_c KTIO\'<"' that It 1:::..· 
pobr/ of ~onw C ovprnn1cnt ~~ uncL.'r 
Prc~ni0rs' p1Ju to rt•duc•"' interest 
iudu~try gcEcrally. TLe Trca· nrcT 
rhi5 afL_rnoon that tl1e anH unt of sa,-ing to 
Qntens!_and frorn the convcrsiou lo1u 
not YPr:· gr('at. I again pojnt out 1 i1 t 
interest burden mu;t be lifted from industry 
if the existing price lo,-els continw•. Tl1e 
hurdcn is too grctt for iE{~ustry t0 bear. 
Th~: method adopted by the GoYcrnnH'nt 
ha:- not proclncr r1 the re-sult thrrt wu~ nnri. 
cir atcd. ThoD<::fdld~ ( f 1-coplc ;: h J arc 
affc tcd by t}-" ~E' things h._VC' oJtain J 110 

reEd at all. The me+ hod; adopted h. 
(; OYcrnrne.:1t of proYiding tribunals to h 
1nortgago1 nuty n1akc application is cnm­
Lers\·n1c, chunsy, and in mnny dirc_tiono; 
does not ,-Jfl'ord t1c fa~.~ilitics thr.t are re­
r!uired. As I said_ when the Bills wero 
}'~·fore this Chan1ber, the:· ought i.J ho 
euton. <tic and should apply gcn:r.dly. 
TLac is the policy I still shnd for. I am 
:is :ppoint d that npit'1cr the Trcasm r nor 
1 he Premier has seen fit to indicate that 
tlw:; have a polic. which y,i]] enable th: m 
to cope with th.- conditions which \Yill 
obtain during the next six months; nor hav· 
they indicated any line of financial ;.ctiYitv 
to res'tore employi-nrnt. in this co-untrv. and 
enable people to be absorbed in i1;dnstry 
generally. All thut is done is that Hio 
Treasurer sL:tte~ in his Financial Statement 
th~~t the exchange- position may improv0 
encl. l ecausc of that, the commitments of 
the Treasury will become correspondingly 

Mr. S1m'th.] 
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lc,s. Then the Premier, following him, said 
that thL' a(h-en3c rate of exchange ~~.-as ru.Ll~r·;,· 
a g )JJ thing. as it rneant a boEus on t~L~ 
export trade. 

Th(: PRE1IE·.R: I sui~._l tl1crp "·ere hYo s1,J(>,:; 
to it. 

~\[r. IV. FOEGA:\ S~.~lTH: That is qnir" 
true; but no Ltll contc,npLte th,• prc>· 
&ent position any of quar;_irniry. 
'rhc Premier cannot haYe both \Yl~y~. T~tL' 
advcrs0 ra1o oi exchange, ·whilo haying a 
bt'nf'fic1al effect on EO!tlC :ection,·, h.1:3 an 
ach-cr~e ('_fft:ct on the (OnHnunit~­
An unbalanced exchange pro due \s results 

and CO!i:H:tlCI'CP at r ·~trid 
inYC6bn' nts. .al·o 

E'1lli1lo~, n1c ,1t. EYeryoE2 
c ''''· A stabibcc1 
pcrrnib a ::-:tabilisation of 
good for th-e C'onntry. 

In dealing \Yjt h 
tion I want to 
adoptPd h,· the Go· nmn2nt 
call relief. 
clai1ncd originating a. sche1ne 
v, hi eh they th bi?st in Australia. 
ulrhollgh ,)ue t':c'ir .. "ho take< 
in a lot of 'l2!'rii:orv. it >sas the be:::t 
scheme existing in· tho whole world. If 
hon, Il1CHlL~·ra turn to page 115 of 
Audito1·~G('ncraF;; rcpol·t cLaling wirh 

rt'lief iuml, t.hey wili 

'· Th0 ~rom the fund for 
the 1930-31 <~mounted to 
£66,L50D 10s'. 4d .. twd for tho financial 
c.;· 1929-30 235,611 17s. 6d .. making tiw 

{ \:penditnrl s:ncc incPption £700)12 
7,. 10d. 

'· Thr- cred~~ halanc of 1~1' fand ~tt 
30th .T tlli , 1931, was £2.527 16 3d. 

'· DPta ll~ of the c-xpr~lditurc during th(• 
fmaneial yen;: under re·,:ic,Y ar;_---

Administmtivo expenses 
I>ayn1cnt 1nado to con-

:--trncting aut] o1·itit -, 
Other paynJ(·nts 

£ 
29,937 

s. d. 
0 1 

621,995 19 4 
l2.S67 10 11 " 

aH:ount •d to £664,500 
pai't of the expenditure 
of the orci ;nary public 
s'houlJ baYtc b· ,:;n car­

onlinarJ cours_' of ..:1·o11t~ 
coHclition'~. _._'dl that 

thut 1nen have 
nli -~cd h01 01 dinu1·y e1nplo, 1ncnt, either 
by d1o State or priYatc indiYidnals, n,nd haYe 

pnt lo >York at le than award rates, 
:1 int·-:'nnjttcnt rc,licf 1vork rutf·., 

to carry on the ordintuy pub)ic works policy. 
Take, for t•xanlple. the ~L1iu Roads Conl­
rnls'sion, 1vhich carried out ·\.arks under thio. 
:chc'n1e to £124,7~7. That "\YOrk 
lfl for under a ward conditio!-:s. 
Then the ~\lain Roads Corrnnission carried 
out road \York for local authorities amount­
ing to £58) 703, and it also c._uried out 
intcnnittcnt reliuf · .• -ork Co:5t.iug £10,040. 
'Then the~e illnounts \\·ore nl:::;o ~pent in cou­
nc-ctio.n 1-rith the schenH'-

Commi:,,ionor for Railways 
Department. of Public 

Works 
Department of Public 

Lands 
Briebnne City Council 

[Mr. Sw'th. 

£ s. d. 
136,329 15 6 

32,542 19 0 

30,557 3 10 
133.023 9 11 

the n1ajor ite1ns contained i~l 
report on the unenl­

fund. TL 1~' \YOrk carried OHt 
t::3t'ful aud neeessarv for the de-

of St .te; but the point I "'" 
tho:'-c nre not ordinary 

The....- ure .rt of "'h0 ordinarY 
p•1l·L polic·y of which. uncie'r 
nor_. ·• ~ colh~itions, paid for at 
n-:•:J.rti l'HPs of ~ges, \Yotdd bo per-

under HiYarcl This pag0 
report indicates very 

, _t \·a:ltago j~ taken of the 
d the unemployed 

i3 forced to accept crnploy­
lncasur;"' of the Yalue of his 

t an irnpartial tribuna~. 
loan fund account 

~ cumuhted deficits of the pre­
..-t'L!l- .-,·:L"'lll r. tl1e Go·. cTnn1cat haYo devised 
a 1uc·t hod whcl'Lbv in the COln-

\Yithot;L cXct>ntion, taxcJ to- pro-
for ~works to bo carried on 

tlwt <~re th'l~l half the rate'3 
an irnn lrti,!l tribunal. I 

i11 the ~tah•n1c1.:.t n-:1dl' by 
a::d 1're3..;;nrcr, athl regret that they 

-"ot indicated anything in the llat:_ue 
o[ a thnt \vonld gjye the people of 
fi i~ tc an, ic1..._a that thev capalJle of 
ccp;1~'""' \'·:ith rhc pn:;C'nt u 

Tl,~ ST:C'El~TARY FOR LABOCR A:\D 
IL E. Sizcr. -~'andgute': 

c>f the Lcadel' of the 
last ft'W n1inutes of hi:3 

that he rC'gl'ets that 
don{~ 0fYertivc and re­

their relief f -'hcn1e. 
tgit the hon. gmJtlPnUUl did not say. so, 

h.' mcctm to infc,· that >Ye had no right to 
do th tt \York unloss \\-c paid full a1vard rat_ ?· 

-1-;:: the hGn. p;e-ntlcnu1n to ansv, .:r t!ns 
: If the Go\Trnnlf'nt or a:~y oth r 

hn.d c<.nric.·d ant reli,_f work and paid 
''"'~' i1l'c1 ratC':'i of fro1n \Yhat source wo1lld 

lwYl' ol;taint the n1oncy to do ~o ·: 
It , obYion~ fpvcr lllt'n \Yculd haYe been 
on1ploycd. Ll: hon. geDth ·nan 1\-t.:i'e t!le 
lw.:td of the GoY __ ,rnnlcnt to-day. \Yould he 
1 JY the Industrial Court award rates? 

::.\L·. BRFCE: G iY(~ notice of d1r· quc~tion : 

Tlic SEC'R ET_,:\, RY FOR LAJ3(1CR A:\D 
L\Dl'.~THY: \Yhich mcaus that the 
t~C~i~ ;nctde ln~ the Leader o£ the 
\iTn' ~i'n'Jh7 ·('\'Cl\- sh. The hon. 
kno\Y~· ;s \Y~ll :1s an~7body that the 
natio1:a: i11cmne and the ii;ability to s:::cure 
lca.n fnnds n1ade jt ne{ cssary to provide 1vork 
for unc'mp1oYcl ]WI -ons. The Governn1-ent 
ha v~ nroYidc~l n1oi:c \York for the unmnployed 
than ~nv other GoTCl'llll1Cllt in ,._<\ustralia. To 
do l,;h. t. the hon. gentlen1an suggests it would 
be ucce>San to collect £5,000,000 by way of 
relic•' tox. ,;·hich would make tho tax 2s. 6d. 
in the £1. The GoYcrnnH·nt haYc done the 
Lost work po3sible, ::_nd they arc en1ploying 
rnen IYho norruallv would be receiving ratioEs. 

tht: I_abonr Pa~ty becarno the Govern1nont, 
would theY reYcrt to the systcrn o£ giving 
l':ltion.s without \YOrk being done'.' 

J.Ir. 31.-\.HEH: There is no an:nYel·. 

:.lr. PoLLOCK: \VhilG you are on que.stior:.3, 
\\·ill ycu uns\ ·er one of mine? 

The SECRETARY FOH L;\BOCR A"'D 
l~D~TSTRY: Certainly, -when the hon. nu~;:'"· 
1 un~v.·e-rs rny que,stio'ns. 
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::\Ir. 
g·c,~~t1enlflll_ t,__, 

ChaiL 

The SECHE'J 'AIC\.­
I:\'Dl-STRV: rO'c' to 
of the Leaclor of tlH' Onr 
prepared to ali5-lrcr lll·Y~ 

I a:-k the hon. 
rcnHtrks to the 

tl1c argnH1Pnts 
and he is not 

=\:~·. 1",'-,~. FoB '-A~ ;:_.;)JITU: Yon n1orc that I 
b {urtht'l' h.:'Hl'd 1 ! lld I \Yill aE.SIYC:r you. 

The S:F:C'RE1'AHY FUR L.\BO.CR AND 
Tllrongh you, ::.\lr. Speaker, I 

of rhe Opi_wsition, do the 
obj~_ct to our doi1lg reproduc-

::'.lr. \Y. Fonc \X 8::\IITH: Certainly not. 

2-ECI-tE'l'~~ R \~ 
I:\"DT-SI'RY: Do tlw 
our 1 •:tying for that \York? 

IVIr. Y.~. FORG.~X S:JIITH; \Ve object to your 
not lJaying a vvard ·rates. 

The i'ECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND 
E\D"CSTRY: Does the hon. member faYom· 
us briu·7inu: in a tux oi 2~. 6d. i11 the £1 to 
enable us 'to pay a\Yard rates'? 

::\ir. \V. li'ORG.\X S:\IITi:l: I do not nccc1Jt 
your 11gurcs. 

The SECRETARY FOR L'>.BOuR A::\D 
IKDl'3TRY: The hon. n1c1nber is not cap­
able of refuting them. A tax of 3d. in 
the £1 yielded £702,000; a tax of 6d. in 
the £1 will probabl.v rai': £930,000. It 
would rcauirc £5,000,000 to pay the basic 
wage; and it is a question of simple arith­
metic as to what tax "·ill be necessary to 
r~~ii'C th tt llo.1. n1en1L, -l·s oppo-
::;!to:_' Cf~lll!OI "\Yhat tl~ the-~.-
v.-ill do. 'They Hi'(' trying thC 
c-ars of thl- relief v;orkers

1 
and are endea­

vouring to raise- a srnoke screen. Intermit~ 
tent relief wo~·kers are C1n~1loyed llfty-t-\ro 
\Veeks in the year; an;:l \YC take every class 
of labour. The Leader of the Opposition, in 
his tirade to-nig-ht, tried to discount these 
fact·. If the, thcms Jyc.; "·ere the Govern­
mf'nt to-rnon~-OY\-. tlH~\- would not increa5e 
the rab to the ·"·orkers. The,- would ha,·e 
to 1 c:duco it. and tirne will pl;o,-e the truth 
of my \vord::. 

l'vlr. DuNLOP (Rockharcpton) [9.56]: I 
wish to reply to some of the unfair attacks 
made upon mys ,j£ before the dinner ad­
journment. I ccrrainly had some respect for 
the hon. member for Gr cgory tmtil his atti­
tude la;~t \\~t:ck and to~night; and I \vish 
nov: to refer to his sta1en1c)nt that I voted for 
the repeal of thcl Industrial Aruitration ~\et. 

Mr. POLLOCF. I never said anything of the 
sort. 

Mr. DUXLOP: The hon. member said 
that I voted against the holida vs and for 
the reduction o( the basic •vage. 'r say quite 
honestly that did vote with the GoYern­
ment for the repeal of the Industrial Arbi­
tration Act as brought in by the late Govern­
rnentJ for the following reasons :-

The SPEAKER : Ord .r ; 
hon. member to direct his 
Bill. I cannot ailow him 
those lines. 

I would ask the 
remarb to the 
to co.:.1tinuc ou 

Mr. DUJ\"LOP: I was replying to finance 
matters in connc 'b·;n vlith tl:::: Induz;trial 
Arbitration Act. 

The SPK-\KEH : Otcln· : 
b2r "\Yas not doing an:. 
IIc n1ust unu1cct his 

The hon. n1en1-
o£ the kind. 

-,rith tho Bill. 

.2\lr. D"CC\LOP: " H mad " will show 
that I voted \Vith tlH:- Opposition on C\"ery 
orc,tsion in connectio11 with a ,··arcb and the 
basic wage~ holjdays for ernv:oyccsJ and 
eyer~- th1ng l'lse; alH! I 2upported the 
GoYl)rnn1cnt on the the Industrial 
Arbitution Act, cts srrid. 

Th-) SPEAKER: Odcr. 

:C\.lr. DL:"\LOP: ~' lot 

p~tltF;n by ti2~ 
Treasurer. the 

'\Yorb. the Sccr·c· 
and · St0c k, the 

fo1 

,. On lOch Jul._:. 1822. the follo\Yii~_g-
c. '" .. ~e ,_, in 

1 
~;ritii~g._ by ),lac· 

tne op1n1on of the 
19 (1) of · The 

~Act: oi 1916 1
-

' The aboYf''1HY~_lt1o!F'd r,ctitioEe~·s 
ha',-2 filed n l·,:t:tlon cla1rnii;g ccrtaiu 
,-:n·iatioHs 1n dn:: abo,-enH:r:tiorL•d 
a\\ :.J:5 .. 

).lr. SPEA~{EH: OrcL.'r: 
ask Ll1e hc:n. to 
unless he 
a propc_~r 

({nJ. lw- is 

hall lu:ye ::o 

rcn1arks in 
the l-Iou3e, 

th::.. ouc.;:1 ion 
of linance. \Yf' have of talk 1 Lout 
it from the 
rnoney aYaiL ble pay the rate of \\'ages 
\Yhich the Governnwnt woulcl like. thev are 
con1pelled to reduce the wagc3. The Labour 
GoYenunent had to adopt o. reduction in 
the Tvages of their en1pioyee;:. 

The hon. member fGr Grcgory attacks me 
in reg,ud to my attitude on financial ques­
tions before the I-Iou5e. I know chat this 
1s political propaganda \vhich is being 
indulged in. The hon. 111e1nbcr for Grcgory 
is an at that, but it will not \Vash 
,,-ith me. ha Ye criticised the GoYernmcnt 
en the qHestiO!.l of finan~·e; and I an1 qui re 
satisfied to leaYc the r~natter to the \vill of 
the people ''<hen we face them to got theit 
decision as to \vhat shall Le done in c.:mncc· 
tion with these matters. As :\lr. Speaker has 
said I an1 out of ordrT, I shall conclude n1v 
rcm_~l'ks.;, a~ I shall hav~ another. opp~rtunitY 
on t110 J:!.;Stllnates to get even With tne hon. 
member for Gregory. 

JJir. D unt op.] 
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:\lr. POLLOCK ! c; /'( gor!') [10.5] : The 
Sccrf'tan for Labour and Industry read out 
to ns ai1 cs·imatc of "·hat he and his pet 
H oEon1ist. Profes::-o~· Brigdcn .. ha Ye decided 
will bl the cost of paying av.'ard rates in 
connection "ith relief "·ode 

The s· TlETARY roR IABOT'R A];D I:;nrsTRY : 
I h Ye neYer c!i tF ed the matter IYith Pro· 
fc,sor Bri~den. 

:\Ir. POLLOCK: \VhoeYer the ?.Iinist r 
has had (o assicL him to prepare this table 
is beside the poin'. I presumed it was the 
gc1Jtle1nnn who ,., a::; appointed at :.1 cost to 
the Stato of c.\·er £5,000 a year. 

The SECRET\RY on IAnOrR AKD lxnrsTRY: 
The Gnrler-Sc·:rdctry proYided thoso figures. 

:\Ir. POILOCK: That is beside the point. 
T.he point is that. although during last finan· 
cia 1 y"ar £664.500 10s. 4cL was spent on 
relief work £621.000 of that money was pro· 
Yided by the \YashenYomen ar,cl eYerybocl:-· 
~he in the community, IYho had to be taxed 
to proYidc thi> fund ,,-hich was spent on 
thes0 different clcr;artlncnts. This fund was 
made aYailab!o tc> the following clcpart­
nlents :-

\1ain Rea cl.~ Con1n1ission; 
:\lain Roads Commission (Loc ~1 Autho· 

rities) ; 

: L in Roads Con1n1i~sion (Inten11itttnt 
Rclid); 

Ccm1111i:<sioncr f Jl' RJ ihYay::-; 
LJroYi~iou:-- 1 Fnrf'."tr:- Board; 
Department of Public \Vorks; 
Deparhncnt c.£ Public Lands; 
Dep<1rtmPnt of Agriculture and Stock; 
La:ud _\chniLi~trarion Board; 
Dcp;_; •:tLlent c£ =lines; 

and \\mer Supply Commis-

Br~~~Janc' Cliy C''JL1l1Cil; 

Brisb1ne Cit:-- Cou:1cil (Intonnittent 
Relief); 

Brisbane Council (Yiater and 
S rag.:> '[<1rtn1cnt); 

TOO\YCiPlba Cit:v c( 'tl1cil. 

That pro,·cs m;r '' tcnwnc that the Gm·crn· 
n1r·nt lu1 YP ~-~o "JtC11::--doycd relic£ schcn1e at 
aJJ. Thry 1La- 0 n1crelv dismissed fron1 
publjc \York~ JLcn who \~~ere in receipt of 
a··.ud rate .. · of IYcgE '· and han-' en!!a!C':cd 
the !3an1e 111011 at u~Jclnployment rcli,-f ·;.:t'tes. 
The Auditor-General says in his report-

" Tlt fi)nf" tion.:.; sinre i11ccption 
t.\r(!'u~t. 1930) ro C'Jth June. 1031. mnouiit 
to £702.6~0 4s. ld., receiYed rrs follo\YS :-

Tr-:asnry Dep, r-L!ncnt 
Con1mi"-'3ioDer c£ Taxt . .; 
Djrcrtor oi Labour 

£ s. c?. 
00,113 4 8 

2')7,596 4 5 
324.930 15 0 

£702.6:c 4 1 

" The cxpf'rt._Eture from the fund for 
the financial 'car 1930-31 amounted to 
£&64,500 10s. Lld.. and for the financial 
yeu 1929-30, £35.611 17c. 6d., making 
the total expenditure since incention 
£700.112 7s. 10cl. The credit balance of 
the fund at 30th J unc, 1931, was 
£2.527 16s. 3d.'' 

[Mr. Pollock. 

The Auditor-General points out how tho 
amoun(s were allocated to the departments 
referred LL 

The SECRETARY FOR LABOrR AXD IxDUSTRY: 
In doing additional \Yurk. 

:\fr. POLLOCK: That nonsense. The 
,,-ork \YR~ ordi:L"riiY out frorn loan 
fund the pa,nnri1t of a ward rare~. It is 
stupjd the ::\linist.__r to Rr_tl,·uo th:1t the 
uncrnplo:,-nl(•nt r.,licf .:;:clH'mc provided work 
fo·r unemplovul men IYho had been on 
rations. rrhrSe 1ncn had been '.vorking in 
LLbour's tin1e at a·ward rates. 

The PRE:\fiER (Hon. cL E. Moore, 
Aubiony) [10.9.1: I desire to reply to the 
statement of t:.lc Le ad er of the Oppn~ition 
that the CoYcrnrnent haYe no plan. 0Jf~ 
would think that the unemployed position 
IYas LT'ttPcl for the fir.,t time afic" the 
pre:::cnt GOYC"nlnl'nt came into power. The 
L.~ bour G oycnnncnt had no plan. ThPv 
complained that the Bruce-Page Governnwnt. 
who \Yel·P then in po\-rer, ~,,,'ou.ld noi; raise a. 
tariff wall suffici• ntly high, and that, if a 
Federal La1- .Jur GoYt:rnn1cnt \Yere returned~ 
the tariff \Youlcl be made high enough to 
enable all people to be engaged in secondary 
industries. The Federal Labour Govern· 
n1t'nt 'n'rc returned to po\VCr

1 
and they did 

raisP t high tariff wall; hut '\ c ha\ c 
500.00J uncmplo:::-cd in Australia to-day, or 
about 230.['00 more th,:n when that Go,·ern· 
1n.::nt took office. 

:\Ir. PoLLO-'K: · ~-'re you going to blan-' 
thern for ~-oul' unr ,nployn1c-nt problenl 'f 

The PHE:\IIER: I am not. When hon. 
n1en1bcr~ opposite \Verc in po"\ver the.) 
blamed the Bruce-Page Government for the 
unemployment position. The Leader of the 
Opposition talked about a stabili-ed 
exchang'e encourag-ing trade, and said that 
a<. unbaJanc~d exchange wa~ detrimental to 
the nublic. \Yhat exactlv does this adverse> 
rate -of f'X:chango nrcan '! ~ r~ it not a bta·clc!l 
of 30 por cent. oYer and <lbove the prohibi­
tive tariff tlLtt hon. n1nnb:rs OP!JOslte have 
been crYi,g· out for all thr time. The,· 
haYc fr(~1uc?ntly sn;d: "If\\<-: could only ge"t 
! he tLriff high enough to canse industries to 
start in ~\ustralia unernploynu~nt would 
disappcai·.'' That \Yas the plan that hon. 
Il101lll~ers OPllositc talked about when on this 
side of tl1C c;,ambcr. Then the' .. come hcL 
now and sa~- IYO ha Ye no plan! The plan of 
1he Op.~.1o ition js the nntionalisation 0f 
l-anks an·-1 dH' }lrinting of notes. At the 
present time· Qucr nsland has not had occct· 
e;ion to i~;;;ue ont' single Treasury bill. ,,-e 
have co..rri( d on and 111et our obligutions, 
and to-day have a each balance. ::Ylore than 
that, v e · have been able to r<>duce our 
national indebtedness and n1akc oar intere.st · 
payn1e-nts during th(' t"\YO and a-half :vcars we 
have bec.n in pown. Xo other GoYornment 
in ..._L\..ustralia can ~'Y the san1o thing. \Ye 
also haYe the highPst ba~ic wage in Aus­
tralia, and thP lowest cost of liYing. 

Th,·re is just one other statement to which· 
I wish to refer, and that is the statement 
made by the Deputy Leader 9f the Opposi­
tion-

" The GoYernments of which hon. 
members are the lineal descendants left 
a debt of £63,000,000 to the Labour Go· 
vernnwnt, with only £170,246 to pay it. 
IV e were borrowing in most insbnc'es to. 
pay the interest on the debt the party 
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opposite left us. The only way out of it 
now is to wioe off about half the capital 
cost, as the Govern1nent have done 1vith 
the xaihvays." 

,Just what does the hon. member mean bv 
wiping out half the debt? By wiving off 
half the indebtedness on the railways the 
Government have merely put the amount 
wiped off into another fund, and interest 
must still be paid upon it. The hon. mem­
ber does not mettn that. The onli way he 
c.>n "·ipe off half of the capital indebtedness 
of the State is by repudiating it. The total 
public debt on 30th June, 1915, according to 
the Auditoc-General's report, page 23, was 
£56 .• 69,046. while the public debt on 30th 
June. 1929, according to the Auditor­
General's report, page 18, was £113,002,049, 
being an increase of £56,133,003. That was 
the amount by "hich the public debt 
incrLa~ed dtu·jng the Lrrbour Governrncnt's 
term of office. 

;}lr. MuLL.\N: What about taking off 
£11,000,000 on account of the Go1·ernment 
Savic;r;o Bauk and the £5,000,000 we left m 
the loan fund? 

The PREMIER : I am quite content to 
take the figures frorn the Auditor-General's 
repenTs, as that official is more competent to 
give the facts lo the people than the late 
Attorney-General. 

The hon. member for Herbert also pointed 
out that much of the previous Go.-ernment's 
indebtedness was squandered. It is not a 
qLH stion of the amount of loan money spent. 
It \\ould not matter if £100,000,000 was 
spctc. in fourteen years. ·what does mattc1· 
is how the mane:· is spent. If it is spent on 
works which will return interest and 
re lcmption to the State, then the more 
monc0 spent the better. But what was the 
position in that respect? The interest on 
the public debt in 1914-15 was £1,975.581. 
bu~ rhe l'f'C'Pipt:'l fron1 l~Ja!l \Yorks were 
.£1. 707,729, o -that the interest charge on 
re. llUP ' '" only £2~7.852. Th · Deputy 
L • Lr of the Op] :Jsition say that the Labour 
c;,,, c•rnrncnt hacl to be rrmY £4.GJO.OOO ]He!' 

annum in order to pay interest on the debt 
that -·as left by the previous Government. 
All they had to do was to find £276,852 for 
intt rest. The trouble is that thev made 
such a mecs of what was left them, a'nd they 
borrowed so extensively, that we had to finJ 
£2,260.000 per annm•t cut of reyenue to 
n1ect interest payu1cnts. 

;}Ir. PoLLOCK: You are the only Premier 
I know of who can turn three big deficits 
into a surplus. 

Tlu. Pil.E:VIIER: I am quite prepared to 
aclr:1it that tl. ·re ha Ye bocn deficit"; but I 
ba ... ,- also that, if thP ar~onnts had been kept 
properly Juring the tcnn of office of the 
Lul)Qur Governn1ont, there \Yould h 1Ye been 
a ddicit CYerv .-·car. If thev had not taken 
money ont a·f trust funds 'and put it into 
re\· '-nue iu order to boost it np, and then 
built up the trn't funds from the loan fund, 
the 1vould haYc had a deficit eYery year. 

J\Ir. POLLOCK: That is what your Trea­
surer is doing. 

The PRE:\HEil.: The fmods which haY·3 
hccn taken out of th trust funds bv the 
Treasurer D.re surplus a3-sets 1-vhich ·have 
accumulated. 

1-Jr. POLLOCK: Do ,-ou can the rnone lll. 
the State Advances Corpor.:.1tion Fund · 5ur­
plus r sscts? 

~~L·o PREl\1IEH: It rep1-ese11ts r payn1ent;; 
that haYe accumulated. 

Mr. :1\,IGLLAX: During our time. 

The PREMIER: Yes, and for yean 
before that. \Yhat the hon. member· has to 
rememb(er is that the [Eocedure I ha.-e 
mentimted was adopted b)- the Labour 
Gove-rnnlcnt ".vhcn dealing \Yith State enter~ 
pris~:-·. Thoy were practica1l:\' pnt.bn,g l~an 
1nonC'Y int:; revenue each anu sho\ving 
a sn:TJius v;hen 1n thtre \YU.S a 
lld1cit. 

I nn1 pr _pGrccl to nchnit tllat tLere is no 
deflnite method b which th'c pre cnt posi­
tion r .m Le rcmc;diecl. The· only rossible 
v. ay is lJ~· incrcasin; our exports O.lHJ getting 
nnc;;s o~·er_-t LS ihnt l' i11 t•nable us to 1neet 
~ur oh!i,.-'ltio:. Iu ~Hl{11tioli. ,-c ..:an keep 
cloYvn expcr:se;:;. 

I-Ir. FoLEY: \Yhat hn-;;c yl;n be0n dc,ing 
in that direction? 

The l'HEi'>IIER: 
fault with the a1 tion 
took i11 connection one 
industries in ;.}le State--

found 
C~overnn1ent 
the big·ge~t 

},!r. 1~~0LEY: Il iC' on:. a baga~.::_,llc. 

The P RE:\liER: It is oonrctbing "Lich 
has been npprcciated 1Jy l r~:c sections of 
\he population. 

~~Ir. POLT 0CK: \Yhet t is tlu. t? 

The PHK:\IIER: m 
iHtcre~t, n ·-:1ucinr: rent:3, 
diiions \TherebY tb:_;;:;_ n ~oplc c 1~1 carry on 
s .. ti fact orily. • · 

11r. l)OLLC.~K: If y0'.1 call rh ~t a \Y:ty out. 
you are an optiJni:3t. 

The PRE},IIER.: I do 11<:-t cnll it a 1::av 
ont; I f=ay that it is an assistant'."· :\0 
one can ":·-lv that it is a ,,·ay out "'"ben the 
price of ,;~Jol got-::5 do~··!~ to 5d. or 6d. 
per lb. 

~Jr. POLLOCK: ):-.-oH helped 0ight b}~ pas~ 
toralio;;ts at tho expense of eighty ;.;electors. 

The PRE:\ITER: That ma:: i.1e Yer:: ~"eful 
for pr0118 ::randn.. but the a .tual pos1bon lS 
that \n; l;aye done something \Yhich _haS 
been of imn1cnse y_;:tluc to a large section. 
I remind the hon. member for Grcgory that 
he brought a deputation to me from \Yinton. 
Those men stated that they lmd communi­
cated \Yith everv other seledors' organisa­
tion in Queensland, anJ ad..:cd thcn1 to 
support their request; but that enry one had 
refused b'cause thev "\Vd'2 at!sficd with 
... 1Yhat the C~OY- rnn1cnt had done. 

JI.Ir. POLLOCK: That ie not trne. 

The PRE:\!IER : It is trne. 

:VIr. POLLOCK: I say emphaticall;· it B 

not tnlC\ and :,ou -_Ire n1anufucturing it. 

The PREMIER : Mr. Spooncr told mo 
thev had communicated \Yith the other selec­
tor~' a~"ociations and asked them to support 
the \Y into!! request. 

T\Ir. PoLI.OCK : ~.Ir. Spooner told us he 
had sent a roque~t to rno;;t of the other 
grazing a :"·ociatior•.; in :\orth Queensland. 

Hon. A.. E. Jloore.] 
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The PRE=\I~EH: J::Ie did not say Xorth 
,_·JL-land; 'JC saH1 Queensland. All I 

;, that I hav0 n•,olutions passed by 
a ,sociation- swring that they did not 

to be a"ociatcd with the request 
tJCr ._:.r...;c they \YCYC g"rutified Y. jth the 
G,_~.-cruincnt',-::" ~>.ct0n~pt tO ease the position. 

~.Ir. PoLLOO~. : Y on < a.n find .out the 
extrnt of their gTatificat1on if you send 
along a candidate at the next election. 

The PHE.\IIEH: The fact of a camli­
date standing for a \V est ern seat does not 
count for yo·y n1uch. 

The hon. member talked about the Govern­
ment having no plan, yet the Opposition 
have no plan themselves. The Federal Go­
,·ernment put their plan into operation, and 
>rill the plan has resulted in 250,000 more 
unemployed in Au,tralia than when they 
came into pmver. 

:\fr. POLLOCK: Tell us about the unemploy­
ment relief scheme. 

The PREMIER: We are giving extra 
work, and \Ye are providing the unemployed 
with assistance in the most economical 
way. I think the system is better than 
Mr. Lang's, who gives them two weeks on 
and two weeks off. I do not think that is 
much improvement or much of an increase 
in wages. If the Secretary for Public Works 
had more money, he would be able to give 
further work. iYe are giving relief all 
OYer Queensland, and the men getting it 
are doing useful work. It cannot be lOO 
per cent. efficient when you have to take 
eycrybody who comes along; but it is more 
efficient than was expected, and the men are 
giving some return to the people \\·ho pro­
Yide the money. 

:'-!r. BRuCE: You are not paying the basic 
wage-that is the trouble. 

The PREMIER: Queensland has the high­
est basic wogc, and our relief pay is 10 
per cent. higher than the basic wage in 
South _.:\n.:;tra1ia. \Vc are faced 1Yith a 
difficult financial position, the same as every 
ether country in the world. and \Ye have to 
meet that 'position. \Ye- < -tnnot borrow 
mane~', and \Yo cannot pav the basic \\·age 
on relief work. The Loan Council has tried 
to borrow mone~- to provide employment, 
and has failed. The pocition in Anstralia 
w.1s that for years 100,000 men \Wre kept 
going on loan works; and. when the loan 
money was stopper, those -100.000 men had 
to be absorbed in other dir<octions. That is 
the f!rcat difficulty. ::\'aturally the position 
is rlifficult. 

:,Ir. FoLF.Y: \Yhat is your policy'? 

The PRE::'.IIER : A policy of plain com­
llJon .St'rso-a policy of gradually t,etting the 
cost of production down so that our goods 
c,m compete on the markets of the \Yorld, 
and getting the cost of liYing reduced so that 
the lo,crer \Yage~ can purchase as n1urh as 
higher \\·ages riid. If the cost of living 
come down and the people got as much ont 
of t!Pir wages as they did when wages were 
fiyr times as high, there would be no hard­
ship to the community. The whole ques­
tion is what can be purchased \Yith the 
an1ount rcceiYt:d. Empire preference and 
an FmnirP currencY will nrobabh· be the 
solution- of our pr~sent difricultie~. 

[Hon. A. E. Jioore. 

The TREAS"CRER (Hon. W. H. Bunes, 
TFynnum) [10.30]: Before the question is put, 
I would like to reply to one or two remarks 
made bv the Leader of the Opposition. He 
spoke about an unbalanc2d Budget. He must 
be aware that the Loan Council has practi­
udly provided for every State in the Com­
monwe~lth having a debit at the end of the 
financial vear. I would remind the hon. 
member <'£ what his Goyernment did when 
things were good in Queensland, and ~hen 
it was not difficult to finance. For erght 
wars thev did not balance their Budget; 
~·et all th~t time they were increasing taxa­
tion and putting burdens upon the .people 
which they could not carry. and. whrch .we 
are baying to assist the people 111 carrymg 
to-day. 

Quc,tion-" That the Bill be now read a 
second timc"-put and pa~~cd. 

CO:ll)l!TTEE. 

(Jir. Robcrts, Ea,t [oo/coomba, in the chair.) 

Clauses 1 to 4, both inclusiYe, and pre­
amble agTced to. 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIR:llAX reported the Bill, without 

amendment. 

THIRD READIXG. 

The TREASL'RER (l-Ion. W. H. Barnes, 
Trynnum): I beg to moYe-

" That the Bill be now read a third 
tiine.') 

Que·tion put and pa3~ed. 

The House adjourned at 10.35 p.m. 




