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1384 Supply. [ASSEl\1BLY.] 

FRIDAY, Hi OCTOBER, 1931. 

l\Ir. SPEAKER (Hon.,.c. Tayior, Windsor) 
took the ehai1· at lO.v" a.m. 

QUESTIO::\. 

NuRsEs' REGISTRtTIO" BoARD A::;D Num:Es' 
EXA:\!INATION FEES. 

1\'fr. BULCOCK (Barcoo) asked the Home 
Secrcta,rv-

" i. How is the ?\urscs' Registration 
Board Donstituted? 

"' 2. In vit:-;,v of the enorn1ous reduc­
tions in the payment of nurse-trainef>"~, 
'ivill consideration be giYen to rcducjng 
nurses' exarnination ft'>'l ?" 

The HO\TE SECRETARY (Hon. J. C. 
Pet·?rson, X arm ·wby) replied-

" 1. In accordance with section 4 (1) 
of ' The Nurees and Ma<>seurs Registra­
tion Act of 1928.' 

" 2. This is a matter for the board in 
the first instance. The hon. member's 
inquiry will be referred to the board.'' 

SUPPLY. 
FINANCIAL STATEiiiENT-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Jir. l!o/11-rts, East Toowoomba, in the chair.) 

Question c.tated-
" That there be g-ranted to His 

Ma.iesty, for the serYice of the year 
1931-32. a sum not exceeding- £300 to 
defray the salary of the Aide-de-Camp 
to His Excellency the Governor." 

l\lr. EDWARDS (Tanango) [10.33]: When 
the Hou>·e adjourned last night, I was 
pointing out the utter impossibility of 
keeping up the standard of living and wages 
and el11ciency generally, which existed in 
the peak years after the war. To under­
stand that, one has only to realise the 
enormous decrease which has taken place in 
the value of the products of the different 
industries in the State. I was showing last 
night the enormous decrease in value in 
connection with the pastoral industry, and 
also the enormous loss which has ensued 
from a revenue and taxation point of view. 
I desire further to show the falling off 
which has taken place in the prices of all 
primary products. 

The following comparisons of prices obtain­
ilble for Queensland's principal exports will 
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give some idea of the extreme difficulties 
with which the present GoYernment of 
Queensland ha n' to contend. It will be noted 
that in all cases except one present prices 
arc below the pre-war ]eye]:-

1914-15 
1920-21 
1C30-31 

1914-15 
1920-21 
1g30-31 

1914-1 ~ 
1917-18 
19Z0-31 

1914-15 
1919-20 
1930-31 

1914-15 
1919-20 
1930-31 

1914-15 
1920-21 
1930-31 

1914-15 
1924-25 
1930-31 

1914-15 
1918-19 
1930-31 

1914-15 
1924-25 
1930-31 

1914-15 
1924-25 
1930-31 

BUTTER. 

CnEZSE. 

CoPPER. 

LE.\D. 

SILVER. 

FROZEN BEEF. 

MUTTON. 

LAMB. 

'\V OOL-G REASY. 

\Y OOL-SCOURED. 

Iler lb. 
d. 

11.84 
27.29 
11.81 

Per lb. 
r7. 

6.80 
12.93 
6.58 

Per mYt. 
£ 

3.17 
5.83 
2.15 

Per c·rt. 
£ 

0.97 
1.70 
0.81 

Per oz. 
d. 

24.72 
58.99 
19.CJ 

Per lb 
d. 

4.00 
4.97 
3.50 

Per lb. 
d. 

3.91 
7.74 
2.94 

Per lb. 
d. 

4.39 
10.68 
5.01 

Per lb. 
d. 

9.40 
26.50 
9.86 

Per lb. 
d. 

18.20 
46.00 
14.76 

On last year's wool production eYcrv 1d. 
per lb. drop in the yalue of wool me~nt a 
loss of over £550,000 to Queensland. Had 
the 1924-25 price been maintained Queens­
!and's wool clip last year would hav~ brought 
m nearly £10,000.000 more than it actually 
realised. Those figures prove beyond doubt 
the difficulty the Government· find themseh·es 
in; and they apply to every GoYernment in 
the Commonwealth. The various Govern­
ments haYe to grapple with the position as 
th?Y find It from day to day; and I main­
tam that our Government haye done that in 
their handlinc of the finances of the State. 
If they continue on the lines thev are follow­
ing at present, and extend unemployment 

reli2f to people out of work until '"'' get' 
smnc i!1c>rca.se in the ya lue of our product:;:~ 
all will bo well with the State of Queens­
htlld. It mu,t be admitted that ail our 
people. whethcl' industrial \YOl'kers. primary 
prochtccrs, or bu:~lness lnPn, cannot cxp(\_'t to 
n1aintain the conditions that ,::xisted during 
the yc~ars -whPn a large ~n1ount of borrov cd 
n onPJ \\'Rs ayailablc and there v."as a big 
l' 0 Yf·11UC 

'When the Labour Government 'Yere in 
power, they had an enormous amount of 
monev at their dispo-"al, but this thev spent 
in a· reckle-~s, laYish fashion, regardless of 
lhei r duty to provide for a time of depres­
sion such as exists to-dav. The difficulties 
of to-dav have been accentuated bv the 
('arel83S and reckless manner in whic'h the 
finances of the country V\~cre 1nanaged during 
the Labour regime. During their reign of 
fourteen years the;· increased re.-enue expen­
diture by £9,702,746, or an average of 
£693.053 per annum. If care had been 
exercised over that period when funds were 
plentiful, the position to-day would have 
bcon much easier. In .-iew of the failure 
of Labour, it is necessary for the present 
Gon:>rmnent to deal with the existing pro­
blem from day to clay in accordance with 
the amount of monev available. It has been 
wrongly stated that the Government have 
imposed more irksome conditions upon the 
workers than upon other sections of the 
communiay. 

Mr. A. JONES: If the awards must go, 
then pools must go, too. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: The hon. member does 
not know anything about pools. The object 
of a pool is to enable farmers to market 
their products in the same way as a business 
man trades in his merchandise; and in this 
way no injury is done to anybody, but, on 
the contrary, the workers and other people 
in the State are assisted. 

Mr. DuNLOP: Not by selling butter on a 
stabili 'ation basis. 

Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. member for 
Rockhampton is definitely opposed to pools. 

Mr. KIRWAN: You require protection for 
the farmers, but you refuse protection for 
the workers. 

Mr. EDW ARDS : The table that I have 
quoted clearly indicates the serious decline 
in the prices ruling for primary products 
in comparison with those in operation a 
few years ago. 

Mr. KmwAN: How can a man on low 
wages pay high prices for goods? 

Mr. EDW ARDS: The high tariff wall 
raised by the Federal Labour Government 
has certainly not made for improvement 
in the conditions of the primary producers 
or of anybody else. If the primary producers 
and others are unable to purchase heavy 
commodities like wire and Iron, which are 
so essential for the development of the 
country, then it follows that an enormous 
number of workers must be displaced from 
industry. Apropos of that question it is 
well that I should refer to this report which 
appears in the " Courier " of to-day-

" Perth, 15th October. 
" The Primary Producers' Association, 

supported by the Pastoralists' Associa­
tion, has decided to urge all farmers, 
graziers, and pastoralists to refrain from 
all developmental work involving the 
purchase of galvanised iron, wire-netting, 

111r. Bdu:cmls.] 
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fencing ·wire, galvanised iron piping, and 
farming and pastoral machinery, imple­
ments, and tools of trade. The reason 
given is thJt all applications made by 
the primarv producers' organisations for 
relief from excessive Customs taxation 
have failed, and that the Federal Go­
v ·rnment apparently is determined to 
maintain its pre-ent inequitable policy, 
therebv adding materially to the cost 
of dev.elopment of farming and pastoral 
properties. Tho organisations are con­
fident of solid support for the boycott 
as a retaliation againct the manufac­
turers constantly seeking further 
increases of the tariff, irrespective of 
the position of the consumers. It is 
claimed that the extra cost of develop­
ing and equipping a 1,000-acre farm in 
1931 is about £1,400 higher than m 
1913." 

Under sw~h conditions, how is it possible to 
develop a country or to give employment 
to the workers? 

I am b.v no means a freotradcr; but, 
unless 'Ye can manufaeturc at a reasonable 
cost articles now imported from overseas, 
permitting the country to bo developed 
along sound !in: ', developmental work is 
curtailed bec&usc primary producers are 
hampered in their business through excessive 
costs, and Governments arc called upon to 
expend thousands and thousands of pounds 
to keep the producers on the land and pre­
vent a drift to the cities. That is one of 
the great difficulties Australia is facing. The 
Federal Government appear to have no 
interest in the development of the country 
by building up our primary industries. Their 
5ole business appears to be to enforce a 
policy Yvhich is imposed on them by agita­
tion through the voting strength of the 
large centres of populn tion. We ha vo only 
to look at the conditions of the pastoral 
industry, with its falling prices, and the 
wheat indu~try, in the Southern States, the 
Yahw of w hi eh product is insufficient to pay 
the costs of harvesting, let alone the cost 
of cultivation. The position of the business 
man in the cities and towns is largely 
wrapped up in this subject. In fact, every 
person is affected. The Federal Government 
should first gi,~ every consideration to lessen­
ing the costs of production. Unless the costs 
of production can be reduced to such an 
extent that the primary producers can suc­
ces~fully co1npetc on the \vorld's n1arkets 
and bring to Australia much ncerlod we.tlth, 
it will be impos~ible for the primary pro· 
ducer·. to continue in their bnsine.,s for any 
length of time. 

\Ye ar~ contjnuuJly hC'aring frt'D1 the Oppo­
sition of the conditions alleged to haYe been 
brought about by this Gonrnmont. They 
forget the position they brought :tbout in 
the f'tate in connection with their policy of 
State enterprises. Last night I dat0 d that 
I honcstlv belic,~ccl that the l1te GovernmEnt 
attempted by their policy to paralyse indus­
try to such an extent as to make it possible 
to put their objective into operation. As 
tho late GoYcrnmcnt proceeded with their 
policy, thf .'' found that tho busim 's m .. thods 
adopt~d in these enterprises were:- so tragic 
that the people would not stand them. The 
number of State cr,terprises operated by the 
Labour Partv was 111. and the total amount 
of pnl1lio inoney iny,•sted in them was 
£5,110.728. I maintain that many hundreds 
ef thousands of pounds were lost to the State 

[111r. Ed1cards. 

in taxation thneby, because their policy of 
State enterprises eliminated many persons 
from business who had previously paid taxa· 
tion. 

Inclnclin;; unclurged interest, the lossc, on 
the StRte c·ntorprisec. amounted to £4,013,244. 
Just in1agine the incalen1ablo benefit that 
'"m Ynmld be to the people of this Stat··­
to the \mrkcrs whom hon. members opposite 
arc so prone to say that thry alone repre­
sent-if that monev were available now and 
\vera utili sed vrisefy ! 

Xotwitktanding the losses' which I haYe 
rnf'ntio ... Iccl, the Labour (;oyc-rninents in­
c-rea"''l the public debt of the State from 
£56.000,000 to £113,000,C80 during theil' term 
of office. In the fr'e( of these facts, OIL" 

wonclt?rs how any hon. n1e1nber oppozite no\v 
ha-. the tPn1erir \. to condunn the present 
G-ovc··nn1t~nt for· the good y,-ork they have 
done duriua the !act two vears in the face 
of most di:ficu!t cc nditions: Pcrh.tps I can 
do no h::-:ttc•r thnn give cmnparativc figures 
of the taxation per head of population dur­
ing the lr· ;t four yu~rs, as shown in thcso 
Jlgures-
Labcur GoYcrnn1ent. 

1921-23 
1928-29 

~-Ioore GoY0l'lllllf r1t. 
1 '1Z3-30 
19ZJ~31 

Taxation per capita~ 
£ s. d. 
5 10 9 
5 1 11 

4 12 4 
4 10 1 

The fi~·Lu , . re self~explanatory, ancl prove 
conclusiYeb that, desnite the difficulties fac­
ing the Goverm,lent of m~intaining the 
re·,·0nue Tl et__ ipt~ of previous 3-cars. they 
hane actnallv r0clured the taxation per head 
of the popuia ticn. 

J\Iv contention is that the development 
of the conntrv .can onh- be carried on suc­
ces,full';' if harassing-" rc,,trictions arc re­
mo -eel.' I cere not~ \1'hat section of the 
commuuitv it mav be; it mus't be apparent 
that if restrictior'ls 8l'C removed. and if con­
fide~CC is -given to people who "ha-re money 
to sp.end and to people who have the oppor­
tunit~: of dcY' loping the resources of the 
count,'v. the wealth of the State will not 
be diLUJin1shcd, but \Yill rather be consider­
a:)l} incrc, sed. It is vitally necessary that 
unr'ec~, ·ar:: costs· should b~ rcmoYed. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: \Yhat do :~ou mean by reduc­
tion of co~is? 

Mr. ED\V.\RDS: The hon. member must 
]mm·: that. if the D1storalis't. the agricul­
turist, the dairy fa1~mcr, or the mincowner 
is set to and is harassed bv unfair 
conditions. will be impos'sihle -for him 
to pay hlgh ,, ages nnd at the sa1nc t.i1ne 
dcyc1o:t1 th~; resonrcr·, of tho country in 
the in ten ~ts of s•_,.;tions. ::\Iy argulncnt 
is that the lower c Jst--

)Ir. FoLEY: You 1noan the lo\vcr the 
1.vagcs? 

:\fr. EDIYARDS: Yes. I ha,-e no hesita­
tion in sa~ying that, if the wages aro lo1Yored 
,.m: the , o-t of production is derrea· ~cl. the 
workers will be in a better position. (Oppo­
sition laughter.) Hon. n1cn1bcrs oylpositc 1nay 
laup·h, but it is surely obYious to them that, 
if the of prodnction are lowered and 
the can get his commodities' cheaper, 
then '' orkcr'' \Yagc is 1nore effective-
than production coP,ts arr high. 

::Yiore particularly does that apply to the 
family man. EYen at the time when peak 
wages were being paid the man with the 
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I argc family was in greater difficulties than 
he lud e.-er been in before. I do not fear 
contradiction of that- statement. I admit 
that the t"ing-le man receiving £4 or £5 a 
\veek v1rrs in paradise beea.use in m, ny cases 
he had no responsibilities; but, o-wing to the 
high costs in 1 Q19 and 1920, the married man 
with a family found great difficulty in 
m.··king ends meet. At that period, as I 
haYe pointed out, prices 'vere double and 
treble what they are to-day, a.nd, after all, 
the workers use all those nroducts. The 
incrc<,sed cost of these pro-·l,;cts also meant 
increased rent, incre:tsed cost of lighting, 
and an increase in the cost of everything 
else. 

;,lr. FoL·rci-: Increased w:1ges mean 
incr<:ased production. That has been proved. 

:i\.I:. ED\Y ARDS: 'There is something in 
that argument up to a point, but it does 
not follow that in-:Tcascd wages reduce the 
cost of production. 

Mr. FOLEY: \Ye increased pr, duction. 

2-Ir. EDvYARDS: The Labour Government 
incre,:sed production at an Pnormous cost 
to the c0mmunitv. Take the State enter­
prises ae an instance. If the State enter· 
prises had been forced to pa.y their way, 
what would have been the cost of beef 
suj,plied from the State stations? The 
Labour Government could not make the 
State stations ])ay; yet they asked the pas­
toralists to ])ay increased rcn!r. increased 
raihvay rates, and an increased cost for 
killing his stock; yet they themselves failed 
to make the State stations pay. Can the 
hon. member not see the stupidity of argu­
ing along those line·,? No person is happier 
than the man who is in constant work and 
is able to pro.-idc his family with the neces­
saries of life at a reasona.ble cost. Hon. 
meml}ers c;1posite must realise that in the 
peak years the hi"h wages did not com­
pensate the wr,ge-carner for the high cnst 
of goods. I-J, was no better off, a.s it cost 
a considerable amount additional to keep 
his wife and family. In my o])inion, it was 
a grc •.t mistake to pay single men such 
hi[:.h wag0::. ~Iany a 2 oung man ~as ruined 
as a result of ihe high wages paid. They 
took them to the racecourses in many in· 
stanceB; and they rresistcd in building up 
the picture shm,-s. •.nd spent most of their 
money on plcasnrc, and all are suffering 
as a result of this to-day. iVhen the Labour 
GoYernn1f'nt 1.vcre in po\-cer, if they had 
realis€'d tha.t jt '\Ya.s nect:ssary to carry on 
the busine•.s of the State on sound business 
lines in the i11teecsts of the comm·unity as 
a y;:,ole. the GO\·ernment would 110t now 
be in wch a parlous p~sition; and our people 
would ne>t be ant of employment. 

:ur. A. Joc;rES: Do you suggest that the 
same treatment should be accorded to the 
wages of capital as to the wages of farmers? 

:\lr. EDWARDS: That is a socialistic 
argument which is impossible of application. 
Nobody knows that better than the hon. 
n1en1ber, \vho con1es from the West. 

::\lr. A. JONES: The eo t of Jiying is 
not bciEg reduced in the West. 

:\lr. EDiVARDS: That is not true, and 
the hon. member knows it. The price of 
beef and mutton. w.hich was high in the 
peak years. h.1s been greatly reduced. 

Mr. A. JoC~ES: It has not. 
Mr. EDW ARDS : 'The hon. member knows 

that. while butter is 1s. 7d. per lb. now. 

it was 1s. lld. per lb. before. The same 
thing applies to boots and clothing bought 
by families living in the West. No hon. 
member would dare to go out into a pastoral 
di•trict and say otherwise. The hon. mem· 
ber s.hould realise that award· rates could 
not be kept up under the existing condi­
tions. and that the State would have to 
find a large amount of money, possibly for 
the next three or four years, to pay a ward 
rates, because the farmers could not earn 
enough to pay them. Unfortunately. that 
is where Lahour has crippled the different 
industric3 in the manufacturing districts of 
lhA State. I hwe been asked bv a leader 
of Labour whether, if it is righ"t that the 
capitalist or the person who puts the money 
into a concern is allo\ved to withdraw it at 
any time, it is not just as right that ,, orkers 
should .be able to withdraw iheir labour 
at any ti1ne. I said, "Yes, o£ course it is, 
but the difference is that you can withdraw 
£1,000 of capital from a manufacturing con­
cern where you may be employing 100 men; 
perhaps you could put that money into the 
bank and you would do yourself no harm; 
on the other hand, while that manufacturing 
concern ·.:as going on all right, if those 
lOO men struck. they might not do the man 
with £1,000 much harm, although they might 
do a little harm; but look at the unfortu­
nate position they place themselves and 
their families in under such conditions." 

Mr. PoLLOC'K: But this party does not 
stand for strike 3. 

Mr. ED\VARDS: Of course, the hon. 
member's party stands for strikes. It encour· 
agro sti·ikcs. The hon. member has actually 
organised and led strikes himself. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: That is true-before we 
had arbitration, but not since. We had 
nothing but strikes before we had arbitra· 
tion. 

:Ylr. EDWARDS: During the big railway 
strike, did not the party opposite put the 
Government into the position that they 
hn cl to do exactly what the strikers wanted 
them to do? Had the Government not to 
sack cverv n_,jl;..,,~ay 1.:1an for a 1veek and 
lose an enormous. Rrnou:nt of money, because 
the hnds of the Go.-ernm· nt had to have 
time to get. t.heir breath. knowing the atti­
tude of the men behind them? And then 
hon. members opposite will tdl you they 
do not believe in strikes ! 

'11,-lr. A. Jo:\'ES: If yon aboli·ch awards, 
,~ou hnvc no alternativ'e but stdkes. 
, :Ylr. ED'\'~"ARDS: Of course you have­
vou ha.-e th~ alternatiYc to work. Per­
SoLallv I have I.Yorked my 1vay up from 
nothi~g. and there were no awards when 
I d work. It must be clear to 

,·on cannot hold up indnstry 
in a country ];ke this, nd that you have 
to continue "ith the development of the 
conntrv. 

Mr. ,r\. JoxES: Yen have the "cow-cocky" 
outlook only. 

Mr. EDWARDS: All I have to say is 
that it is the " cow-cocky " and others who 
pioneered this. com!try v;h_o a:·e ke:ping t_he 
bon. member m Ins position m this Pm·ha­
ment, and a remark such as the hon. member 
has made indicates the difficulties the 
GoYcrnmcnt are in. 

'The other dav the hon. member beside 
him, the hon. Ir'tcmbcr for Lcichhardt, sug­
gested that we should follow Russia.'s 

Jl.ir. Eclwards.] 
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example-simply because he had read a book 
in the library, and he is, therefore, satisfied 
that it is e•~sential that Queensland should 
adopt Soviet methods. I believe the hon. 
member is sincere. To some extent he has 
convinced hon. members of his own party; 
but the workers outside might well say, 
"Save us frorn our friends;" hecause, when 
conditions were good, it was they who had 
the opportLmity of Landling the iinances on 
sound lines so that the progres£ of this 
country could continue and exportable pro• 
ducts could be ~nnt oveneas at a profit to 
the prjn1ary producers. But Labour Govern­
Jneutc: grabb· ,d all tJ1c 1noney i hey could get) 
and spent it carele ~.oly throughout the Sf:Lte, 
instead of ·using it in the gradual develop­
ment of i-he countrv's resourr cs in the 
interests of the· p 1pl~ they arc mpposed to 
represent. 

:Ylr. \Vr:-<STAKLEY: It is 0asy to be wise 
after the event. 

n1r. EDW ARDS: The hon. member will 
not be wise even after the event. He is 
not even likely to know which horse won 
the Cup. (Laughter.) 

\Ve have a good deal to be proud of in 
Queensland to-day. I speak as a primary 
producer, a practical man on the land; 
and I realise that the land is the foundation 
of our wealth, and that it is from the land 
that the working man, and even every mem. 
ber of this Chamber; must get the where· 
withal to live. w" have a lot to be proud 
of in Queensland. \Ve have a Government 
who are grappling \Yith the position as they 
find it from day to day, and, when one con· 
siders the financial rewurces at our disposal, 
the difficulties which the Labour Government 
in the Federal Parliament are imposing on 
this State, the conditions that exist in New 
South \Vales, and that we actually had to 
put our hands in our pockets and help to 
pay Mr. Lang's debte, we must realise that 
our Government have indeed done well. The 
primary producers have faith in this Go­
vernment, and in the Premier particularly. 
They realise that at last they haYe a Premier 
who is conscientious and honest, and is giv­
ing them all help possible under trying condi­
tions. I am convinced that the Government, 
in whom the primary producer has faith and 
trust, are preparing to take advantage of 
the rise in the value of primary products 
immediately it occurs; and I have no hesi­
!ation in saying tho~t they are going to rise 
1n value overseas. 

Mr. KmwA~': How can they rise when you 
are advocating the reduction of wages? 

Mr. EDWARDS: 'rhe hon. member can 
see only the p:~cc where he livcs-Brisbane. 
If he would go throughout the State, he 
would see that we cannot increase wages at 
present. 

\Yag:·.o \\'Cre high in Victoria long before 
the advent of nYrard<;,; or Labonr Govern· 
111Cnts. H:>ll1Cn1her that, \17 hcn my father 
pion· the l1nd in 'l1ctoria lDng before 
awa.rds Y 2re thonr;ht of. he had to p y 15s. 
and £1 per dav for the bbour he emploYed 
in clca•1in.~ wh0at. · 

Jl.fr. Km'? AX: Bunknm! 

'Mr. EDWARDS: The hon. member does 
not under:tand. lie n)fuscs to unders'tanJ. 

2\Ir. Km WAX: l Fonld not believe that 
( .lk. 

[Mr. h'dzcards. 

l\Ir. ED\YARDS: Xot many ycus ago the 
farmer, on the Darling Ilo\Yns rnicl up to 
£1 a :Jay for labol{r when .tl~c :~ h,_at C~'OP 
v. 'lS npt and rcaay for stnp1nng·. Tna! 
amount \Vas paid for labour eiDployed in 
stacking 1vhen no av;ard Y.cas in 011eration. 

J\.~r. POLLOCK: Becaus" a1.vard rates for 
other a Yocations were high. 

Mr. EDvVARDS. The hon. member for 
Gregory will acln1it that, if a pastoralist is 
doing \Yell, and is' anxious to carry out cer­
tain work to assist in tho deYelopmont of hi3 
]"olcling. he is not · fraid to pay a good 
wagE'. irrf·"pect·iye of the 11rovisious of uny 
uvvard. The same thing applie~ to prinu1ry 
produc...;ls and rnanufacturcrs ;::irnila~·ly situ· 
atcd. I£ they can be placed in a position 
of doing v. ell with some hope and confidence, 
t~_2n thc·;s. :Jre not afi'aid to p::-ty h:ighor wage:1 
than the rnvards' prescribe. That is the 
policy for 'd1ich th ~ Government Etand, 
and the policy that the Government are try~ 
irrg Lo deY .. lop in thiB State. \Ve are gol11g 
io be :o:;uccr ssful, dt_2pitr• the E:'lH-le-avours of 
the L:.bour Party. That party may be 
anxioas to irnpose on this State the condi­
tions t:bnt obtain in Russia: thev n1a v be 
, nxious to extend the t •nta-cles of sociUlis'rn 
in this State; they may be anxious to make 
r,nothcr attempt to establish State enter­
prises; but the people of Queensland ha Ye 
'"'' akencd. They ha Ye decided to give the 
present Gon:~rnrncnt solid snp110rt, and not 
only l't:·turn the in to office again, but assist 
them in the dcYelopment of this' wonderful 
country of ours. 

~Vir. FRY (Eurilp,l) [11.12]: Amidst the dis 
cuss ion th'lt is going on, one i, faced with 
the question: What is fc~ct and what is 
fancy? I ha Ye listened to the debate from 
both sides; and it is quite evident to 1ne 
that an election is not far off, because the 
speeches' that have been n1ade in son1e direc­
tions have been with the ide·c of colouring, 
if not creating-, an impression by sugges· 
tion. ::io far as real statesmanship is con­
cerned, it seems to lose its force just the 
session before an election; and then it comes 
down to the old truth which has been recog­
nised throughout the Parliaments of Aus­
tralia. The first session after an election, 
get rid of your nasty work; the s'econd 
session do nothing ; the third session get 
ready for the elections. That is the sort 
of idea that impregnated the minds ot 
Labour Governments in this State for a num· 
ber of years. It goes on in eYery Parliac 
ment in Australia to-day, and is taking 
rlace now in the Federal Parliament. 
Throughout the length and breadth of Ans· 
tralia it is a question of what is fact and 
what is fancy in parliamentary debate. 

Let us take the po,cition as we find it 
to,day. \Vhen :Mr. McCormack was Pre­
lnier of this State, he forcmv;,r the approach 
of the prer::cnt conditions. Spr:tking in 
Rockhampton on 4th l'.1ay, 1928, he said-

" \V c in _._.l.._ustraEa arc passing. an cl -will 
pass·. throu~::-h a n::ry difi-ic:!lt tin1e dur· 
lng the next fe\V years." 

'Vo ~la ve nov.' reached ' the next fe-..v vears." 
to which Mr. l'.1cCormack referr~d::_Years 
that lw Faid would be difficult years.· He 
also said on that oc ... ~asion-

" To tell the peo,J!c that ewrything 
in the garden is lDvely is only L1islcading 
thern." 

That 1cas the considered opinion in 1928 o£ 
l\1r. McCormack-a gentleman who had 
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graced the Trea,ury benches under a Labour 
Gon?rnrnent for a nll'mbcr of year~, apd one 
who had had an opportunit:· of _YICwmg the 
s'ituation from the inner workrr:gs of Ins 
own party, and also of v1ewmg world 
affairs. 

It must be remembered that, when a man 
occupyir>g the position . Mr. McCorm.ack 
occunied uttered a v. armng of that kmd, 
he si;oke with an inner _knowledge, obtam­
able only by men occupymg such lugh posi­
tions. W c find that he. urged ~he pc;op~e 
oYer a considerable p~nod to hve w1tmn 
their means. He also urged his own Go­
I'CI'I'me!lt and other GoYernments to hve 
wit.l;in their means. He prophesied bad 
times ahead. and said-

" I haYe made enemies privately and 
i!1. busin~"'SS ,because of my opinions on 
thiB 1natter. 

In the main .. the present trouble is due to 
wha.t transpired many years. ago. The bad 
works or unpopular acts of a Government 
are Y0ry often dne to the stupid policy of 
the previous Administr'.'tion. The e~e.ct 
of the failure of the pohcy of an Admm:s­
tration maY not be felt at the time of Its 
operation; ·but, as time goes on, the truth 
becomes obyious. The late Government are 
largely responsible for the position we ara 
in to-daY because we are now called upon 
to pay e~~rbitant rates of interest for money 
which they borrowed abi·oad. If that money 
had been used for the encouragement oi 
n~w indmtries or strengthening the position 
of established industries, there would now 
be something to see for the expendit:xre. 
Unfortunatelv. the money was largely utilised 
in temporary works which 'Were called 
developmenta:J works,' with the object of 
consolidating the position of the Government 
at elections. In one instance it was expen~ecl 
for the purpme of supporting the questiOn­
able poliry of Labonr. Whilst Queenslancl 
was increasing her natiunal debt by borrow­
ing large sums of money-as hon. memb_ers 
know, the national debt of this State durmfl 
the regime of Labour increased from approxi­
mately £56,000,000 to £112,000,000-money 
flowed into the country, Apparently Mr. 
McCcrma.clc was able to secnre whatever 
monev he asked for. When he asked for 
£9,000,0CO he got £9,000,000; and when he 
asked for £8,000,000 he got that sum. 
Wh.v? 

Mr. DAsn : Because the people had con­
fidence in the Government, 

J'vlr. :FRY: 'l\'hilst this money was flow­
ing into the country we had a trade depres· 
sion a!ld unen1ploymo1t. v~~as growing. In 
fad. the condition of the country gene;":lly 
was gTo\vin.2,' 1vorse and wars~. The P?Sltion 
we a.re in to-dav dc,yeloped m the m1dst of 
plenty under the d;rect control of Labour. 
The members of the Labour Party were 
absolute slaves to the Government of the 
da~z. whose "\Vord was laY. The Governn1ent, 
with their m a iority in this Chamber, 
obtained whatever they desired, and enacte~ 
whatever legislation they liked. By t~1s 
means they created an atmosphere of behef 
that all was well with the State. The POSI­
tion became such that Mr. McCormack had 
to disillPsionise the mi_nds of the people 
with regard to the belle£ that everythmg 
was a.ll right, and prepare them for the 
crash th"t was inevitablv ooming. 

It is not my purpose to traver~e much of 
the detail which has been dealt With by other 

hon. members; but I ask hon. members and 
the pubiic to take a world-wide view of 
affairs. Great Britain, the United States of 
America, Germany, and other countries, like 
Australia, are in a st.tt'e of flux. No. one can 
say what the position will be ten year~ 
hence. \Ye have a greater knowledge or 
matters parochiai. than of affair_s inte~­
national; neyertheless, the world-w1de posi­
tion must be carefully considered; and many 
i·deas which haYe been expres•ed in this Par· 
liarnent do not clarify the position or help 
the Government of tho day. 

In considering these matters, it is as well 
that we should seek the opinions of people 
who are living in other States of the Com­
monwealth. In August last I visited New 
South '\\'ales and Victoria for the purpose of 
inquiring personally into the condition of 
affairs in those States. When I go to places 
for information, I like to get to the founda­
tion of things, bee a use I think that ono 
must judge the foundation, whether it be 
of a building, an animal, or a policy. I 
sought information from people who should 
haye been working in New South Wales and 
Victoria, but who were unfortunately unem­
ployed. ::\fast of these people were most 
anxious to come to Queensland; and that 
applied particularly to many New South 
Wales residents. At any of the border towns 
one could see large bodies of men constantly 
strea.ming over the border into Queensland. 
What is it that inspires men to leave Victoria 
and New South Wales, where there are 
Labour Governments, in order to come to 
Queensland, under a Government which mem· 
bers of the Labour Party condemn? 'I'he 
greatest e'·idence we haYe that people are 
running away from the Labour Governments 
who profess to be their particular friends is. 
the large influx of people into Queensland 
from the Southern States. After all, the 
opinion of a Government can be fairly accu­
rately gauged from the actions of the masses. 
But I need not necos'.arily seek the opinions 
of those people. for I can call in evidence 
an extra et from the " Daily Standard " of 
27th July last. which, under the caption o[ 
"Queensland First," said-

" ' Queensland has not been affected 
by the depression to the same extent 
as other States, The business atmosphere 
here is much more cheerful.' 

"This is the opinion of Mr. H. P. 
Brown, Director-General of Posts and 
Telegraphs, who is passing through Bris­
bane on his way to Rockhampton, where 
he will attend the opening of the new 
broadcasting station." 

The " Daily Standard " wanted to get an 
opinion from a man who was not likely to 
be biased, sa it went to a Federal public 
servant who was familiar with the condi· 
tions of the various States, and asked him to 
tell them candidly »~hat was his impression 
of Queensland as compared with the other 
States, and he confirmed the opinion held 
by the working people in the other States 
that Queensland is the best State of the 
Commonwealth. The Position of a. State 
can onlv be good if it has good government,. 
If the" position in Queensland to-day is 
good, then it must be due to the actions 
of the Government. We know very well 
that an Administration can destroy the best 
of conditions, or it can improve them. 
Administrations are faced with all sorts of 
obstacles because they have to deal with 

Mr. Fry.] 
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democracy. They have to deal with indi­
v•iduals of varying temperaments and varwus 
standards of education, placed in different 
environment, each one viewing the situation 
from his own standpoint. Those Y!ho have 
nothino- have no time for constitutional 
govcrn~nent. Their first thought is to get 
something for themselves .. The first thou(iht 
of those who are hungry IS to get somethmg 
to eat. "What do they care for any form 
of government? What do they ~are a bout 
the wool industry or any other mdustry Il 
they cannot get work in order that they may 
get food and clothing? The man who is 
without food, clothing, and shelter must be 
seiiously considered, because he is th10> ono 
who is least concerned about the mamten­
ance of constitutional government. That is 
the point of view from which we or any 
other Government must consider the future. 
It would be a good thing for Australia to-day 
if all the political parties were fused into 
one and party politics abolished. 

JYir. FoLEY : Do you think it would make 
any more work? 

Mr. FRY: Yes. It is the lack of co· 
operation, it is the pa_rty bickering, it. is the 
distrust engend·cred m the commumty by 
partv politics that have caused almost all 
of O'ur· troubles to-day. I say this after 
having been connected with industrial matters 
all mv life. I say it with a knowledge of 
the ii1stitutions which are working for the 
uplift of mankind; and I say it with a 
knowledo-e of the men who say, "If we 
are up ~e are going to give a helping hand 
to the' man who is down." ·with the aboli­
tion of the barriers of party politics we 
would get better results. 'Within ten years 
the Labour Party will go and the Nationalist 
Party will go, too. 

Mr. PEASE : ·what will be the name and 
policy of the new part:;'? 

:Ylr. FRY: I shall deal by-and-by with tho 
Lano- Labour policv. and show that the Lang 
poli~y is actu,tl!y "the policy of. the Oppo i­
tion. I shall show the hyp~,nsy of party 
politics on that point, if necessary. 

Dcalill:"' with the situation as \Ye see it 
to-clay, and continuing the thomo with ~diich 
I started-the condit"ion of people without 
food and clothing-I propose to quote an 
extract from the Brisbane " Courier " ; but, 
before doing so I would point out that wo 

told the other night that, if the export 
of wool and wheat increase, our diffi­

culties will be at an end, boc,mse Australian 
credit overseas will be enhanced. In the 
" Courier " of 4th December, 1930, there 
appeared an article from its Bradford corre, 
spond( nt headed " Deciding Factor/' from 
which I take the following extract:-

" If wool is being sL"dily absorbed, 
gTowers will get th0ir share of the benefit.> 
oYer a period of years. Natural forces 
--~s e:xpr,'sscd in t( rms of rain and grass 
-arc probably the most potent in decid-
ino- the quantity of wool in any country 
in b anv particula'r eeason, but ultimately 
we n-i'ust come back to the question of 
consumption, and if consumption 
increases, as the \vritE..r expects, prices 
1vill make their own recove1 .. y." 

This ,niter tolls us that, so far as the pro­
duction of wool is concerned, the quantity 
depends on grass and area. \Ye J:Iave noth­
ing to do with the c,rea or gr":ss m the fi_rst 
place, except that we can assist production 

[jllr. Fry. 

to rhe best of our ability. Nature pro,-ides 
thA gn-:.:5s -~nd natul~al conditions in order 
that, wool Hny bo produced to cupply food 
alld chthing. Th-, manufacture of the wool 
depPnds upon every slction of the connnunity 
1naking conditions such that men can be 
or:nplo ... ,·ed under conditions -whic:l ''ill b:-" 
comfo;·table for them and for the g-eneral 
gcod of the State. "''t the same time it is 
U1l'.Yi:3e to be exporting wool all the tin1e 
whilst not setting up plants in Queensland, 
where the product is gro\";'n, to manufacture 
th- ,,·ool on tcw snot. Just as it is une~o­
nomic,l) to bring c~al from a coal mine oYer 
long distances to eLctric:tl works situated in 
the city, so it would b-3 far cheaper, and 
,,-ould make for the advancement of the 
State If electrical works were built some­
\Yher~ near coal mines, provided the water 
upply available at the spot was sufficient 

for that purpose. 
Mr. PEASE: That is what they do in Ru sia. 
l\1r. Bow: \Vhy don't your Goycrnment 

d<J it? 
Mr. FRY: The othor part of our problem 

is in connection with machinery. I dealt 
with the question of machinery and produc­
tion 1' hr·u speaking in 1929 and 1930. as 
reported in "Hansard " for those years. I 
do not intend to go over that phase of the 
n.atter 1guin; but tho thought has occurred 
to me a:, to what is going to happen to the 
intellectual standard of our people in view 
of the increa•ed use of machinery· and mass 
production. 

CiYili,ation as we know it has been 
brought about by the intellectual develop­
ment of the people \Ye say that everyone 
shall be edneated; and, in educating· thE' 
people, "' e find so,,1e rise out of the mass 
and bcccme invLntors, scientists, or great 
loaders in industry, social reform, or some 
other sphere of n10dcrn life. \Vith the de\"elop­
ment of machinery to a very high standard 
of perfection, men al·e disphced from indus­
trv. \Vhat is going to l)ocome of them, not 
Oilly ph~ sically but also intellectually; Last 
vear in the city t\vo ftrms en1ploy1ng s1xty 
employeh amaigarnated, and put in machin· 
ery, and thirty employee, were discharged. 
What is f[oing to happen to those thirty 
employees? 'fhoy arc not wanted in the 
industry in whieh they vvere onga.ged, 
beeauco that industry is now employing 
more automatic machinery. If they cannot 
get food to nourish them, clothing to cove1· 
their bodies, or shelter to protect them fr<;nn 
the weather, they mnst suffer; and vnth 
physical depreciation must come also mental 
depl'l·':iation. If some great statr >ma,n does 
not g-rapple with this problem of the world 
-particularly of Australia-we shall find 
that science. instud of benefiting- human­
ity, will push it further back in the scale 
of ciYilisation. 

At 11.38 a..m .. 
l\Ir. MAXWELL (Toowong), one of the panel 

of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair­
man in the chair. 

Mr. FRY: In 1929 I raise-d the question 
of the gold standard. I then pointed out 
that its establishment created a tendency to 
purchase gold a.nd to m::<ke it an _idol, so 
that gold, instead of bemg a medmm for 
the exchano-e of commodities. came to be 
regarded ~~ a commodity itself. So the 
nations went after gold. The United States 
of Americ11-on the gold standard-accumu­
lated gold and ca,pturcd much of the trade 



Supply. [113 OCTOBER.] Supply, 1391 

of the '·m· Id. France-not on the gold 
standard-also accumulat~d gold. The result., 

e sec in the following press cable :-

"(Australian Cable Senice.) 
"London. \Vcdnesday, 30th September. 
" The Chancellor of the Exchequer 

(:VIr. P. Snmnlen) informed Mr .. J. Kirk­
wood, that the French war debt to 
Brit,Lin at the date of the funding of 
the agreement in 1926 was £600,000,000. 
The annuities hitherto paid \Yere 
£43,625,000." 

Compare this cablegram-
" STILL IiOARDING GOLD. 

"(Australian Cable SerYice. l 
'·Paris. Frjclay. 

"The Dank of France reached a new 
re-cord yesterd !>_-/ with its g'Olcl reserve 
of £593.000,000." 

So that Fra.nce, the country which Great 
Britain helped in the war-incidentally she 
went -to protect herself-and for whom she 
incurred war debts, made an agreement with 
Great Britain to repay her war debt in 
s1nall arnounts spread over a. very long 
period: bnt at the eame time she is bleed­
ing Britain of her gold. 

France's indebtedness to Great Britain is 
£600,000,000, and the French gold reserve is 
£593,000,000--truely an extraordinary posi­
tion. This morning's press informs us thnt 
the Governor of the German National Bank 
has stated that the b:cnk is insolvent, which 
means that Germany is insolvent. 

Hon. members opposite have referred to 
Russia; but Russia is in a similar position. 

Mr. PEASE: Russia is unable to obtain 
sufiicient farm workers. 

Mr. FRY: \Vhv ask us to cmulab Rnssi:t? 
The position in Australia is bad; it is bad 
in France; it is bad in Great Britain; and, 
when we refer to R.ns::ia, we find that she, 
too, is in trouble. It is fitting at this stage 
that I shonld read this report-

" London, vVedno:day.-The city editor 
of the London ' Daily Mail ' says that it 
is believed Russia is nearing a financial 
crisis owing to her inability to meet 
American demands for the repayment 
of loans. The default, he says, means 
the end of the five-year plan. The news­
paper adds that the SovLt is pursuing 
bankers all over the world in an attempt 
to obtain accommodation to tide it over 
the next few months and avoid a break­
down in the five-year plan." 

What might be described ;:~s a monetary war 
is being waged between Canada and the 
United State .. of America, Canada insisting 
that the United States shall take commodities 
in payment of debts, instead of gold. All 
these facts indicate that world affairs are 
definitely unsettled; and it would be a wise 
man who could exactlv state the position 
ten '"ears hence. Gre:.t Britain. the hub 
of the uniyerse, surrounded by the leading 
nations of the world. was until recently 
governed by the officiol Labour Party, 
headed by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. That 
gentleman found it impossible to retain office 
and cany out the programme to which he 
was committed. He realised that to do so 
would bring endleos trouble. He and others 
in his party made overtures to other political 
parties in the British Parliament-not to 

retain hi1n in ofli.Lc, bee 1.nse he was in office 
-not with an eye to the elections because, 
from my knO\dedge of England, Scotland, 
and \Yale·, he could have y,-on the elections. 
He did not seck election, but he was 
imbued with the spirit of the nation-the 
spirit of the Empire-and he realised that 
his reputation would be b--smirchecl for 
generations to come if a false step \Vas 

taken. He realised that, if he carried out 
the policy upon which he was elected at the 
last election, Grt ~t Britain would onffer 
irretrievable disaster. The " Daily St:md­
ard " of 13th October has this to Lay on the 
matter-

" S\vAPrrsa p_,E'liES; I~EEPIXG Clu:xroxs. 
" ELI::CTIOX CA:. 1'.\.IGX IS OPE::\I:D IX I31UTAIN. 

"P rnrier f~tcrc; t Jtrrs. 
" London, To-Jay. 

" The Prime Minister (:\lr. Ramsay 
MacDonald) opened the election cam­
paign at a cro;,,·ded 'n1ceting at Sc__ah nn. 
lie Jaid lE" 1vas standing r_ Labour 
canchdate, and would. bo n 1nan 
till death, though he had not ancl \\'Otdd 
not alw,;ys follow the dictate' o£ the 
caucus. 

"He did not care t: inap of the fin~·ers 
for political cxconlniunic -~tioH. The 
national crib'is g ,, ve rnen an opr0rtunity 
of :serYing 1vith other partiC-'s "·ithout 
chru. ;ing their ulti1nate opinions. 

"Son1e of the local organisations \Yere 
<"lc,tcnnincd to usB the crisis for party 
ends. 'That -was not playing the gan1e, 
r nd \Yas a denial of the ,-ery essence 
of national Govcrnn1ent. The electors 
of flOse vOnstitncnCif'S E-J'hould ignore their 
exccutiYc and. Yote for rrpre~Pntati\-es 
o£ the irrespcctiYe of 

rty.·' 

'Yhat I 1n Lo point c ,JL. is that 
throurrhout the lt:glslatOl'S arc taking a 
statc3~1anlike ,vi ·w of the present position, 
and rr-- draljng with it itre:-:.pcctiYc of part:~ 
politi s or of what the result of elections 
ma'- be. vVe find it difficult in Queensland 
an(: in Au tralia to do so. Tl1at is ;--erhaps 
accounted for bv our iFolation from the 
rest of the '1\'0rld.u \Ye arc about four wef \s' 
"ctil fron1 the centre of the 11ation, and, 
therefore/ not in clo;:;c touch ·with affairs 
in Europe, as \VO hould be:. lf \YG e:ndPa­
your to discoYcr \Yhv Labour is' so rnuch 
opposed to co-opcra{ion, or to sue;gesting 
a remedy to OYcrcome the prc cnt difficul­
tih, we fmd that it is because Labour has 
no policy. JUr. l\IcConnack told us re­
peatedly in this Chamber that Labour has 
no rmnedy for un,_rnployn1on+. l\1r. 
l\IcCormack, as I have said_ had the privilege 
of being in the inner circles' o£ the party 
opposite for a number of years, and there­
fore knew what he vas talki1ig about. 

It may be interesting to hon. members, 
cspeciall~, those hon. members who came 
into the House at the last eLction, if I 
examine the record of the Labour I'artv. 
I find in " Han: crd " for 1922, p.: ge 19'7, 
that on 12th July, 1022, c.lr. F. T. Brennan, 
the then hon. member for Toowoomba, made 
a state nen', after which he was promoted 
to Cabin et rank as Secretarv for Public In­
struction, and aftcnyards tO a position on 
the Supreme Coart. bench. The hon. mem­
ber for Brisbane was speaking and Mr. 

Mr. Fry.] 
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Fletchu. the then hon. member for Port 
Curds. rnterjccted-

,, Do you stand by your policy?" 
" ~\Ir. KinYan: I stand for the policy 

of this party. 
" :~Ir. Yo,ylcs: Socialisn1? 
'' :\Ir. Tire!Lt- n: Con1n1un:isn1. The 

fan11e1 ~ do, too." 

1\Ir. Brenn_~u \Yns not in the dialogue at 
firet. bu~ he bou:;ht into it. He did so 

he ,yishl''d to express' 'vhat was tho 
of hi~ party. lie v, a3 can_did enough 

d enough to cnn1c out In the oncn 
and nor, illdulgc·- in any carnouflagc. His 
:-tatcnlcnt \Ya~ on all fours "\Yith the state­
m. nt rr ,r', bv :Hr. Thcodorc. \Yhcn the 
Labour Part~·" chnnged it· objective tc_. the 
socia!isatic u of indu>try, :'olr. Theodore said-

.. Yo~1 havo chang(C?d yonr objectiYc; 
you ruay t::s 'Yell changt- the name of the 
party, and call it the Communist Party." 

Therefore, ].fr. Brennan 'vas quite right in 
hi' opi:1ion. bec.1use> it harmonised with the 
opinion o' his leader. \Ve also find on pages 
164 and 165 cf "Hamard," 1922, that Mr. 
BrenrL.m, in speaking on 11th July, 1922, 
n1 1.dc a plea for Russia. 

I am not quarreling with the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Brennan, but I am endeav­
ouring to show that the Labour objective 
has not changed sin0e 1922. Mr. Brennan 
was arguing in favour of the organisation 
of primary producers, and he said-

" The industrialist is entitled to one 
big union as welL Only by organisation 
can the workers get their rights." 

Then Mr. Brennan proceeded to quote what 
the :Melbourne " Age " and " Argus " had 
said in August, 1921, about the organisation 
of farmers, and remarked-

" I say the farmers are moving in the 
right direction by going in for com­
munism. The ' Age' and the ' Argus ' 

all it communism. . . . We stand 
for co-operative methods-in other words, 
wcialisation-in connection with indus­
try in every branch. The ' Argus ' and 
the ' Age ' call it communism, and so do 
vve.' 1 

We now come to consider the stagE> at 
which the policy of the Labour Party was 
put into operation, and we have a speech 
delivered by the then Premier, the late Hon. 
T. J. Rvan, on 19th February, 1918, when 
he said__: 

"'Ve have been socialising industry, 
and now the people have their own cattle 
stations." -

Where are those cattle stations to-day? They 
went Lankrupt. Reference was also made 
to the fact that the people had their own 
butcher shops; but we know that, as soon 
as they commenced operations, the price of 
meat became clearer. Similarly with the 
fisheric·s. \Vhen the Government started to 
interfere with legitimate fishermen, fish 
became almost unprocurable, and was cer­
tainly much more expensive to buy. I could 
enumerate many other enterprises which show 
equally disastrous results. 

IV e can recall the words of Mr. W. H. 
Demaine, \vho was the president of the 
1920 Labour Convention. Mr. Demaine was 
going to socialise every indnstry in Australia. 

Mr. DASH: \Vho was Mr. Demaine? 

Mr. FRY: When the hon. member asks 
.that question, I can tell him that Mr. 

[Mr. Fry. 

Demaine \Yas well qualified to speak on be.half 
of Labour, because, when Messrs. Demaine 
and Lewis McDonald were in the Legislative 
Council, thev were the bosses of the Labour 
moYement; 'their word was law. 

When the policy of socialisation ·was being 
put into effect, two sections of the Labour 
Party were at work-namely, the parlia­
mentary or political section and the indus­
trial section. The political section did every­
thirg it possibly could to make the position 
of private industry as difficult as possible. 

It 1. as their obiectiYc to make the posi­
tion clifficnlt. and, by imposing taxation 
upon i cxation, they made it unprofitable 
for priYa.tc inl1nstr.v to exist. That was 
their objective; and the industrial side of 
the nwnh.ent did Bverything that was pos· 
sible to c'wse irritation in order to prevent 
the succce·.fnl organisation of private indus­
try. S.1 we find the Labour Government 
during their fourteen years of office attempt­
ing to socialise industry and destroy all pri. 
vate entcr]lrise. They imposed taxation t<> 
ifs limit, and borrowed to the limit. Loans 
are usua!lv obtained to avoid taxation; 
but the Labour Government not onlv taxed 
to the limit. but they borrowed to the limit. 
That vas "·rnng in principle, and was bound 
ro bring about the condition of affairs which 
has existed since 1928. The "Union Voice" 
of 6th December-a Lal)our paper issued 
from the Brisbane Trades Hall-has this t<> 
say-

" Tinkering with State socialism hae 
admittedly been an inglorious failure. 

The workers of Queensland desire 
continuity nf work and high wages. 
l~e,·olntionarv communism is out of the; 
qnution. . . . We must fall back on 
capitalism That being so, it is essential' 
that the sYstem be developed as rapidly 
as possible. During such development 
tbe \Yorkers cnn command the best con~ 
di~ions and highpst. "ages for the demand 
ior labour is high where ca.pitalism 
ex],ands speedily. Can Labour in office; 
assist in this development, and at the­
~anle tin1e ~::tfeguard the workers' wages. 
and conditions? We believe it can. It 
is up to Premier McOormack and his. 
partv. . . . Let us cut our political 
cloth a<::rordinr.dv." 

First d all "''' have Premier JYfcOormack 
telling us that the position during the next 
few Years »·ill be difficult and serious. Then 
we set the work of the Labour Partv ia 
their attempt to destroy privately controlled 
inclustrv and set up in its nlace socialised 
irrciustrv; and then v1·e £nd the vvorkers" 
representatives saying tlutt !heir policy ha& 
been a. hilurc. and then, just before the· 
last election, Mr. Gledson, the Secretary 
for Laboe1r and Industry, told us that they 
had 115,000 unemployed and partly unem­
ployed persons in Queensland. 

:vir. DrNLOP: You have said that about 
fifty rimes in this House. 

Mr. FRY: _\ne! no Labour member has. 
contredicted it. I remember the time v:hen 
the late Hon. T. J. Ryan used to look over 
at me and say that, if a thing was worth 
saying. it hould be repc.tted over and over 
and oyer again. I say that this statement 
should be repeated over and over and over 
again if we want to get at the truth. 

Mr. Lang, the Labour Premier of New 
South \Vales, has been endeavouring to carry 
out the policy of the Labour Farty which! 
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ha.s 1Yen in opC'ration over a period . 
and nobodv will Jeny that. All lS 
due to Mr. 'Lang for his sincerity nad honr-<ty 
in regard to his party politics. He has been 
courageous e-nough to stand up and ~y wl~at 
he wanh. and I Lave no qu.rrcl with hnn 
on that point, except to sc.y that I do not' 
a<rrce yvith his Yie-vvs. But vve find the 
I~~bour Partv in Qnecnjland, HO\V that t~1) 
election is aj;proaching, declaring that I\lr. 
Lang has nothing to do ~rith th~n1-t.h:tt L~ 
i, ostracised. and somethmg qtu te dlfrcrc lt 
from the ori[iinal Labour Party. I \Yl.nt to 
point out t,:; hon. membe1·s opposite that, 
from what I have sc,n of the Lang campaign 
in Brisbane, l\~1r. Lang and his party are 
drawing bigger cro,yds tlL,n the Labour 
Partv here can draw. No matter where hi3 
repr0sentatives speak in Brisbane, they draY\~ 
a crowd. If hon. memb,~rs oppoo:te say thLt 
his policy is wrong. what steps are they 
taking to put the people's minds right? 
None whatever! Hon. members opposite 
know that it is verv difficult for them to 
define the position they assume of bei:>g the 
onlv section of the Labour Party m the 
whole of Australia that is standing upon a 
nolicy that is self-interpreted and is not in 
conformity with the general Labour policy. 

In order to show that there is harmony 
between Mr. Lang and the Labour Party 
here, I shall quote the remarks of th0 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition as reported 
on page 1893 of " Hansard " for 1930-

" The people of New South Wales gave 
their answer in no uncertain fashion on 
Saturday last; and I only wish it were 
possible for the Queensland Government 
to go to the country next week, for they 
would undoubtedly get their answer." 

He v.as rderring to the election of Mr. 
Lang in New South \Vales. 

An 0PPOSI'fiO~ MEMBER: \Yhat is wrong 
with that? 

Mr. FRY: There is nothing wrong with 
it. All I sav is that the wav hon. members 
opposite act' is wrong. The ·Deputy Leader 
of the Oppoc;ition also said-

" Mr. Lang is a gentleman. He is 
one who is game to stand up for th~ 
workers o£ Australia." 

I do not douH that statement; but I 
why the Labour Party in the Quc~nslan 
Parliament are afraid to emulate his 
ex..1n1plc. '\'\,.by are they afraid to explain 
their policy'! IV e know that the position in 
which we arc plaq~d to-day is a very diffi· 
cult one, wd grave responsibilities and obli­
gaticns ; re placed upon the Federal Govern· 
ment an 1 all the State GovernmenL. It' has 
been said to b ; an ax:om of gov~rnmcn:::. 
that-

" A nation's supreme obligt tion is to 
protect its citizens. If its citizcno arc 
threatened ot attacked. goverctmcnt 
must protect them or defend them. If 
they are naked and c~n l': clothcr1 m 
no othC>r ·wav. ~OYC:i'nmcnt n1u.st clothe 
them. I£ tht?y ~re starving anU can be 
fed jn r:o other \vay. goyernnlC!tt n1V5t 
fe, d them. If the,,. are unsheltcrcd r 1d 
t"ln be hou~.ed in Do other way, goycrn­
ment mnst house them." 

Tlmt is the logical position at which we have 
arrived after carrying out i:he poli::>y of 
socialic.ation of industry. By that policy \Ye 
have been destroying· the very elements in 
our national life \rhich provide employment 
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for our pcoplo. Industry has been destroyed, 
and something must take its place. 

As I have proved in this Chamber from 
time to time, nothing remains to be done 
tov, .·,rds solving the production problem, for 

can produce more than can be consumed. 
unciotlwcl and the hungry people of the 

worid arc the markets that are waiting for 
our production; so that the consumption 
pnblem as well as the production problem 
is solv.ed; but the exchange problem remains 
to be solved, so that the product of industry 
can b · consun1ed. 

LABO<:R ::'l'lEliiBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FRY: I take it as a compliment that 
hon. members opposite should cheer me for 
what I have ,, 1id. I challenge them to dis· 
prove one thing that I have uttered in 
regard to their policy or their actions. I 
toll them aho that the Lang Party is going 
to make headway in Queensland. 

An 0PPOSJTlON MEMBER : Bunkum ! 

Mr. FRY: Although hon. members may 
say that it is bunkum, they will have to 
take sides with or af(ainst Mr. Lang. They 
tell us here that his policy is the right 
po] icy for Australia and faT the workers; 
yet they are not prepared to follow it, 
simply bec:tuse they are not game, simply 
because they have their eyes on the next 
election. Ho1t. members reaped every adv.an­
tage of the good times, but the depression 
fell on this Government. Mr. McCormack 
saw it coming, and warned the Aus­
tralian people that it was coming; but it 
fell upon us in a way that was not expected. 
It came upon the Government in such a way 
that they were helpless, because hon. mem· 
bers opposite had spent the money that was 
available and there was nothing left to come 
and go on. They sa:r that they left 
£5.000.0JO in the Treasury, but they also 
left a public debt of £112,000,000, on which 
inten "t and redemption havo to be paid. 
They were like a husband who, when his 
wife presents him witb a bill for £5, gives 
her 5s. with which to pay it. Every man 
and woman .in Queensland c.:m quite correctly 
take that view of what the Labour Govern· 
ment did, and ask how the bill can be met. 
I SJ"Y that it is a monument to the people 
of Quecnslancl, to the men and Ce women 
o nd the children of Que em land, that they 
have been able to endure courageously their 
unfortunate de~titntion or hardship and to 
manage so well; but they would not hav.e 
bePn able to mc.,t the conditions that exist 
h .d it not been for the svnmathetic 
ad~1inistra.tion of the J1foore GoYU(rllment. 

I have di~agre,cd with the Moore Govern· 
mcnt in some things, but they were carrying 
out the plan of the Premiers' Conference, 
compcsed of four Labour and three Nationa· 
list Premiers, but greater confidence can be 
reposed by the people of Queensland in the 
present Government and in their control 
of the affairs of this State than could ever 
be placed in a Labour Government as we 
have known it. 

:,fr. BOW (Mitchell) [12.10]: I listened with 
t gi·eat deal of interest to the tirade of the 
hon. member for Kurilpa, extending over 
an hour, during whic.h time he failed to asso· 
ciate himsdf with any party. He failed 
to associate himself with his own party, with 
thL Labour Party, or with the Lang Party. 
::\o doubt his tirade was directed against 
the Labour Party, as at one stage he stated 

Mr. Bow.] 
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that the Labour policy had never been 
altered. I recollect tho hon. member being 
secretary of a branch of the Australian 
Labour 'Party in Ipswich, so his views must 
have cLanged considerably since then. The 
hon. member gave the impression that he 
was the only coming statesman in Australia. 
I am afraid that the hon. member is very 
easily com inced. He spoke in this Chamber 
for an hour, but said nothing. 

The hon. member for Nanango stated that 
the people of Queensland were better off 
under relief work and intermittent relief 
schemes than they were when the basic wage 
was paid. He definitelv stated that he was 
in fayonr of a reductioL of wages. I-Iow 
can an hon. member •·av that he is in favour 
of a reduction of wages w,hilst saying at the 
same time that he is not in favour of a 
reduction in the cost of living? He also 
stated that the cost of living had been 
reduced, but he should know that pertinent 
questions on this subject have been directed 
to JYlinisters on a nurnbcr of r c ,\~ions. Onl_y 
the other day the hon. member for Burke, 
in pleading for the Mount Oxide men who 
were on strike, pointed out in a question 
he asked that, notwithstanding the fact that 
the wages of these men had been reduced 
by 3s. per day, they were compelled to pay 
the following prices for their commodities:-

s. d. 
Butter 3 1 per lb. 
Potatoes ... 0 4 per lb. 
Onions 0 4 per lb. 
'.Pea 3 0 per lb. 
Flour 14 6 per 50 lb. bag. 
Sugar 0 7 per lb. 

In face of those figures, hon. members of 
the type of the hon. member for Nanango 
contend that the cost of living has been 
reduced. \Ve know very well that ~he cost 
of living has not been reduced in the West. 
Even to-day Western people arc paying the 
same prices for their beef as were charged 
when cattle realised from £12 to £15 per 
head. No action has been taken by the 
Commissioner of Prices, despite the fact that 
the matter has been ventilated on the floor 
of this Chamber scores of times. 

It is interesting- to note how the sup­
porters of the Government ende'1vour to 
defend the Financial St ttement. vVe h>we 
been told oe.ch se,·;ion since the present Go­
Yernmr~,t came into nower that the Budget 
' ould lla.ve been balanced but for certain 
happenings. This :vear we had a spenial 
'·c.ssion of Parliame11t for the purpose of 
paMsin~ 1<-?;i ,.lation to assist, in putting the 
Prernicrs' nlnn intn O}JGr ',tion. ThR t 'plan, 
\Ye ,,n;rn told. 'va,s a n1cans to L.1lance the 
Budget. -

1\lr. I(ELSO: In three yerrrB. 

i\Ir. BO\V: The Gm·ernment have been 
jn o_dic~ a 1:1~10 OYPr bro :vears, a::_1d the 
fmancc-. of this State have drifted continu­
ou,J!, C:uring the whole of their career. The 

m em 1 ,,,r £or "-.:; nndah stated that the 
c )\T ··eel three yea.rs' operations. As 

GoY rnn1cnt h:~ve or.e car only to run, 
,_ ,-identl·: intend to extend the life of 

for a fnrther tl:vo vears. \Vo 
told before the special se'3ion 

th. t the Budget v ould be 
<"" l~r"i th~ pl'inc1plrs adopted. nt 

L,m1tcrrncc were Dnt rnto 
2'\ot .-ithstanding th.tt that plan 
opC'l'ation, and th~t taxation. 
and indirect, has been imposed 

[Mr. Bow. 

o:: t 1L' pc·oplc-r1..ttien larl.v on tho v \ rkr~Jg 
cbsse -the Governrncr:_t haYe not b0e11 ab!P 
tu cu_·rc~t tho drift. The unen1plo7rr1ent 
relic~£ tax inn1o·- -.:~ on the wages of the .. work­
ing cia ·' ' direct i ex of 3d. in the £1 un 
to and including £104 per annum; but 
imnH .liatclv the earnings of the worker 
rcc.:h £105 thev are taxed at the rate of 
6cl. iL the £1. It is rather strange that 
'·;orkr~rs on such lo\v rates of pay should be 
taxed that exif'nt. and that people with 
larg·e should Le taxed on the same 
basi3. 'The nrc ·cut Government aPP8ar to 
be ont for no other purpose than dragging 
ever'" shilliPg possible from the working 
ola~·;;. .A v1orkj!H.{ rnan 1vith a ,vifo and 
family oarni11g £104 to-day cannot afford to 
pay any tax. not ,·itbstandinc; that hon. rnem­
her.s oppo;Jitc are repeatedly saying that 
those men are onh too pleased to pay the 
tax in order that their less fortunate fellows 
can be emplo:·-·ed at starvation rates on 
iutcrmittc:1t ,·orlc J'\ o worker would own up 
to such a ihing. The man earning £105 
per annum is taxed at the rate of 6d. in 
tLe £1 just th., 6a.me as the man who is 
'U'ning £2.000 c•r £3.000 a year. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: The landlord and the Trea­
surer get the lot. 

l\lr. BO\Y: Th~ capitalist elass gets the 
large'! proportion. \Vhen the Labour Go­
YCl'lllllellt \verc in pow:~r, the workers were 
paid rr rea:,oe!able rate of wage, although 
I did not con ider they wore paid all they 
wc•re entitled to. The present r\dlninistra­
tion should be ashamed of themselves for 
rcclLJCing tite -wages of the workers to the 
extent tbe.r have done. It was not sufficient 
for the Government to impose an unemploy­
ment relief tax on the workers and then 
double tha.t tax; but they have further 
penalised them b:c removing a large section 
from the protection of the Industrial Court. 
That is a severe indirect tax. J'v1en and 
women who y·ere coYered by the station 
halH.b' a1vard v. ·.~re taken from the protection 
of the Industrial Court, and thereby com­
pelled to hike their labour from station to 
sta.tion and accept any rate that was offer­
in2·· This protection was deniLd our white 
•vorkers b:v the Government, who still pro­
tect.ccl the rates and conditions of the abo­
rigiuaL~ 'lnploycd on the stLL6ons. 

Although the aboriginal ha-· to Le paid 
a (. rtai11 rate of p::l.J, we have the para­
Joxif.ll posjiion that th,~· vvhitu ruan has 
h of!'cr his lallour at aliv old rate tiLt he 
can gt't. :\obvithst~ndillg the statement 
!lL Jn by lho Prcmir r that the sus pen· ion 
of the ,station hands' a wanl would C1'C-. te 
1noro nnploymcnt, the far:t ren1ains that 
~ hl_'Ong1 out thf:· "\Yest no additi-)n,.d lubour 
h 'S b 'C'll cngag.,d. r,~ot satis3ed with H 
"'1'- sion of the st tion hands' awurd the 

big pm·toralists brought about the rm~o\ 1l 
from th-: Industrial Court of the experts 
and woolclassor , 'vho will now have to accept 
the same rate of pay as that paid to station 
hands-and that rate is whatever the 
pa,tornJists offer. After a!I, only one export 
';llld or:e •voolclass'r.r can usually bo employed 
m oacil shed, so tttat the suspension of that 
a \va.r~1 will not rnean the emplo.--n1ent of 
addLtlonal experts or woolclas~ers. 

It v;as •'tatcl this morning by an hon. 
member on the Government side that pools 
shonld be maintained; but I say most em­
phatically that, if there are to be reductions 
1n tvagc~) then poo~., n1ust go by the bo~trd. 

:Hr. PLcXKETl': Isn't your union a pool? 
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i'.Ir. BOW: It j, perfectly silly for the 
hc~n. rncrnbcr f~H· ~Alh~r~ to ~otnpa;·e pool~ 
·w1th an orgau1;::::.eu secuon of \vonccrs. ..1:. 

onl·. IYi~h that the ·orkcr:; wen~ on the sanl(' 
fool-ing a3 the 1nuuLcrs of the vanous 
poob. L,·:::·1.usc th<'n '>Ye c. ulcl clcn1,-;,nd any­
thing. 

::\Ir. BoYD: Yru1 l:Lvc been on a bett<~r 
\Yickci for nn.nv ve:-_ll' .~a rnuch hl:tter wicl\..et 
than any of th "produeors \re re on. 

Mr. BO\Y: He.rk to the noise of the u,ngry 
bull! If v. e \ ::re enjo:;·i11g thr sarnc concli­
tions as the n1en1lY rs· of tltc Yarious pools 
"'!n Qucen3land--· 

i\1r. l'Ll:;.;KETT: Do :·on ol.Jject to the pro­
dnc>!rs being Qj'ganised? 

[dr. BOW: I o' jcct tr> the prorlucets 
bcir.g proll'ctr.-J under present conditions. 
The Labour (;ovcr:nnent protected the pro­
ducers by the e,hbli hment of pGols in order 
that d1' prirnary producers could get fair 
prjc:._·o; 20 lon ')' t,s· thr •rorkers 'verc able to 
buy the products. 

i'.fr. BOYD : Do you condemn the action of 
your own Labour GoYernment '? Appu,rently 
you do. 

Mr. BOW : Has the hon. member got 
another life'? ·while the worker is on the 
low rate of pay that he is receiving to-day, 
when a married man draws intermittent pay 
at the rate of £1 1s. per week, he cannot 
pay the price of products which are protected 
by the pools; therefore I say distinctly that 
these pools should go by the board; and I 
make no apology to the hon. member for 
Albcrt or any ot'!Jer hon. member represent­
ing u, country electorate for making that 
scu,tement. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Is thu,t the policy of your 
party'? 

Mr. BO\V: The L.,bour Party believes in 
a high rate of v :.t~cs, ~o as to allow the 
workers to buy those products, and so that 
the products can be sold at a price which 
will enable the producer to make a living. 
If my party is not prepared to protect the 
wmker to that extent, then I am prepared 
to sbnd on my own. 

:Mr. BOYD: You are only showing your 
ignoran. c. The city worker has got protec­
tion right through, and you know it. 

]'vir. KIRWAN : He has not. 
The TEMPORARY CH.\IRMAN: Order ! 

I would ask hon. members on both sides to 
cease interjections and obey my call to order. 

Mr. BOYD: JYiake him stick to facts. 
The TEMPORARY CH.URMAN: Order ! 

Mr. BOW: I would like to remind the 
hon. member who has just been roaring 
across the Chun1ber that "\Vhcre ignorance 
is bliss. 'tis fall· to be wise." 

Mr. BoYD: Do you suggest you arc the 
wise mctn? 
Th~ TEMPORARY CHAIRMAI'i : Order ! 
Mr. BOYD: So far as this party is con­

cerned--
JYlr. PLcNKETT: You were spc"king for 

:yourself a ~.1hile 8 go. 

Mr. BO\V: The Lab ·ur Party v, ould wipe· 
out all r~ols to-morrow if the GoYornmellt 
would bring \V3gcs do,vn to such an exte~1t 
that t~e workers cannot buy the products of 
the pnmary producers; and they c'"nnot do 
it to-dn.y. Only the ether day the Govern­
ment pc~~ed a l\1argarine BilL whjch pTe­
vented the vvorker buying a substitute for 

butter. No one object5 to hon. n1Cl1lbcrs 
'fighting for the butter industry. 

Mr. Pu;:-.mE'fT: You ,,-ant to wipe it out. 

i\1r. BO\Y : You wu,nt to wipe the workers' 
\.Yagcs oq.t. 

lYlr. PLUNKETT: NeYer in :ny life. 
Mr. BO\V: In every instance the ho, .. 

member hl's voted for t'he reduction of wages 
and the cancelbtion of awards. The posi­
tion to-day is that the workers cannot buv 
the necessarie.s of life. Four years ago me;:,_ 
could hve wrth reasonable comfort on the 
lA:age::; they vvcre getting, but that is impos­
stble to-day. There is no pc•-sible chance 
of rhe 1-vorkrr buyjng anything ouhide the 
bare nccc :,aries of l!fo. such as bread~ meat, 
and che< ,e. He cannot get any luxuries what· 
e';er. Yet we haYo members like the ho'" 
mcn;:tb::r for Nanango saying that the cost 
of liYmg has come down! The cost of livin~ 
has not come down one iota in the vVester~ 
districts. . In Brisbane things are cheaper; 
but men m the \Ve,.t hav'~' no opportunity 
of gr;,ttmg. ll:"'r goods at Brisbu,ne prices; 
thc~·otore, It 1s no use hon. members opposite 
saymg that the Government arc doin"' all 
they possibly c8.n for the workers, unless"'thev 
qualify it and say " by starYing them." " 

The stu,tement has been made in this 
Chamber that the Labour Government have 
explored eYery u, venue possible to tax people 
and that they have loft no one outside fo; 
them to tax. There have been four addi­
tional methods of taxation brought down 
thrs year--one of them to double the unom­
plo:·ment relief tu,x on the lower-paid men 
and women. The Government do that not­
withstanding thu,t thev nv that it hurts 
them to do it. When taxation Bills are 
going through u,nd divisions are being taken 
hon. mcmben opposite smile and seem to 
think they have the toiler at their feet and 

· are going to keep him there. This y~ar a 
double tax at the rate of 6d. in the £ has 
b~en brought in for unemployment relief. 
1\ here was the necessity for that'? Do the 
Government mean to tell us that u, graduated 
hex "ould not hu,ve brought more than what 
thev will get by the imposition of an extra 3d. 
in the £ on a toiler's salary of £105 a year? 
No worker to-day c.on afford to pay the 
tax at that mte. Notwithstanding that, the 
people who are well uble to pay taxes and 
;vho should have paid their taxes, are 'ovad­
mg them to-day to the extent of £15 000 as 
stu,ted in "Smith's \Veekly." Th~y 'are 
man,lgers of buttr:r factories, amongst others, 
men who are well able to pay their taxes 
but they are evading them to the extent of 
£15,000. One m;'n on the Downs has been 
found to have dodged the tax by about 
£3,000. \Vhen tho Government have to 
drop on the v orker to take u,way 3d. or 6d. 
in . the :£! from his pal' sheet, it is very 
UlJJUst. 118 has no pos,rble chance of evad. 
ing the income tax. But it is a bit over 
the odJs for people who arc supporters of 
!he Governmen'f. to be allowed to dodge 
Int =>n1e tax to the extent of £15,000. 

::,Ir. DoYD : \Vho told you they were sup­
porters of the Government? How do you 
know? 

11r. BOW: They could net 1::' £Lnything 
elsr>. 

::\Ir. DoYD: Do you think they are sup~ 
porters of the Government, ·when the Oom­
~nissioner of To.xes i!'et hold of them u,nd 
runs them into court ! 

Mr. Bow.] 
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Mr. BO\Y: I hope the Commissioner does 
get hold of them, . and that the.y arc n~t 
merely £ined. I vnll not be satisfied until 
these people arc compelled to pay double 
incorne tax. 

J\Ir. BoYD: I agree vvith you in every 
respect, but you are suggesting they are 
mppol'ters of the Government. 

~\Ir. BO\Y : I am not suggesting anything 
of the sort-I say distinctly they arc. 

Mr. BoYD: I srrv vou are talking non­
seJ, ce, be· :a uso you cion'' t know. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order! 
I would ask the hon. member for Mitcholl 
to address the chair. 

Mr. J3(!\V: It is the dodging of taxes and 
things of that. ducription that ar~ reprehen­
sible. icccordmg to the re\)ort or the C'?m­
mis:-ioner of Taxes, there Is £80,000 owmg 
by people, most ci whom, I cl>;rc say, cannot 
afford to pay it; but to thml< that £15,000 
is being dodged by those who can well 
afford to pay is out of all r.• a 'DD, and I am 
satisfied that Government members arc of 
the same opinion. 

At 12.35 p.m., 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
M 1·, BOW : The hon. member for Cook 

the other day revived the Mungana case. 
I really tho:>ght the Goyernment had had 
sufficient of It; I am satisfied, at any rat.e, 
that most hon. members have. The hon. 
member, however, resurrected it, and I am 
satisfied that no other hon. member would 
have done so. He was very careful to 
say that he was ver:y much concerned about 
the integnty of this House, and that It 
had to be protected. What an excuse to 
ma.ke for his attack on the ho1,1. member for 
Paddington ! There was absolutely no truth 
in the suggestion-other than what the hon. 
member tried J·o read into the facts-that 
the hon. member for Paddington or ar;yone 
eloo in this Chamber was implicated or mter­
ested in the Mungana case. I cannot under­
stand the reason that actuated the. hon. 
member. If I had my way-and .I Wish to 
protect the integrity of this Parlrament as 
rnuch as anybody---I vlould ha..vo had an 
inquiry into the bribery t :1se,. bccaus2 .I 
consider that more than anythmg else m 
the history of Queensland that has cast .a 
slur on the integrity of members of this 
Asscmblv. It is well known to every hon. 
lH:mbc-· ~that n1_rnours wo~·e prevalent that 
·.83 500 wa hiked through the lobbies of this 
!-T~use t:} bu·1 ono 1n•-n1bc•r of this party. Did 
!1on. ll1C'n 1 ~ c -r h L r oi anything so lo1v? 

A GovERN:YJENT :\1EMBER: Who told you 
that? 

Mr. BOW: I know all about it. Hon. 
members opposite were not game to have an 
inquiry then to save the integrity of this 
House with which the hon. member far 
Cook ~vas so muc.h concerned in the case of 
the hon. member· for Paddington. 

Mr. KENNY: When I raised that case the 
other day you were not game to listen to 
1ne. 

Mr. BOvV: I was here. 
Mr. KENNY: You all walked out. 
Mr. BOW: I say that nothing was. to be 

gained by what the hon. member did. 
The TREASURER: You have made a grave 

mis-statement about the other matter. 
Mr. BEDFORD : ·were not Sleeman and 

Connolly convicted? 

[Jir. Bo~c. 

Mr. BO\Y: The Treasurer suggests that 
I am making a mis-statement. vVcro not 
Sleeman and Connolly prosecuted, and did 
they not get a sentence of three months' 
imprisonment and a fine of £500, and were 
only in gaol a fortnight. 

Mr. BRAND: You said that money was­
hiked through the lobbies. 

Mr. BOW: I know that many members 
of this party were approached in the lobbies 
of this House. (Gov-ernment interjections.) 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! 

Mr. BO\V: The Government made an 
inquir.v into the Mungana case, but not into 
that case. (Henewed Gov-ernment interjec­
tions.) 

The CIIAIR~\1AX: Order: The debate 
cannot continue in this way. It is quite 
impossible. I ask hon. members on my 
right to allow the hon. member to speak, 
and not direct so many interjections at him. 

Mr. BO\V: The present Government inves­
tigated tho l\lungana question, appointing a 
Royal Commission and passing Acts through 
this Parliament and instituting an action, all 
to victimise one man. They fastened on 
him and they failed in their action, and 
most of them are quite satisfied that they 
have failed, but the hon. member for Cook 
was not content to let matters rest, and the 
result was that he struck a mare's nest. 

Mr. KENNY: Why do you not explain it r 
Mr. BOW: The hon. member for Padding­

ton explained it,. Hon. members on this 
side sat in the Chamber as long as it was 
po<sible, and we saw the hon. member for 
Cook looking round the galleries to see if 
everyone was taking particular notice of what 
he was saying. So far as f!ashness is con­
cerned, chain lightning has nothing on the 
hon. member for Cook. 

Mr. KENNY: Who has been priming you? 

Mr. BOW: I do not need any priming, 
but I have se~n the Attorney-Genera.! prime 
the hon. member for Cook. No ono knows 
what I am going to speak about. (Laughter.) 
Let us see how far the G-overnti1ent are pre­
pared to go! The hon. memb~r for Cook 
refers to priming bct;ause h-e kno\vs something 
about priming within his own parte-. The 
other clay the hon. member for Oxley wanted 
to deal with unborn L1bics. 

Mr. KEXNY: What are you talking about 
now? 

Mr. BO\Y: H0 wanted to do away with 
Labv clinics. rrbe hon. rnen1ber for Cook 
doe·: not nnci,crstanci, but the hon. member 
for ;\1erthyr on his left could explain to 
hirn that the only \Vay to bring clinic train­
ing from Brisbane to Western districts is 
by m• ans of a tra.Yelling car, 

3,1r. KE~NY: Th0 hon. membe:c for Oxley 
did not d( "11 ',' ith bab:y clinics. 

Mr. BOvV: The hon. member for Cook 
does not know anything abcut it. Anyone­
who drinks his owu bath wdLr can have 
no kno·,;lcdge of these subjects. The hon. 
membcr for Oxley defmitely stated that he 
would do away with ba!Jy cliniC3. 

l\Tr_ KcKXY: Read '' Hansard " ! 

The CHAHU.L1X : Order ! I ,again appeal 
to hon. members on my right to cease inter­
jecting, and I ask the hoD. member for 
Milchell to address the chair. 
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Mr. BO\Y: I do not care what appears 
in "Hansard" now. \Ye all receive proofs 
of onr spcechc ,, and in ~:nany many instances 
"Hansard" is ,-erv huma.n. The.· have to 
report the speech'"' of members not onl:y on 
-one side of the Chamber !Jut on both s1des. 
I frankly say that I do not know how our 
speeches would appear if it were not for 
"Hansard." 

:Ylr. CLAY'fON: You are reflecting on" Han­
sard." 

:\Ir. DOW: I am not reflecting on " Han­
sard." There is no doubt that "Hansard" 
licks the speeches of hon. members into gram­
matical shape. 

:11r. CLAY ,o;;: Particularly in your case. 

""Ir. BOW: .Jndging from the intelligence 
-of the hon. member, I should say that there 
will be a clo5e run behYeen him and the 
hon. member for Nanango for tho position 
of St. L·et rv fer Public Instruction, provided 
the ,r are r"c:.unJcd at the nc:\.t election. I 
arn" making no reflection whatever on " P-Ia.n­
sa.rd .. , It ill becoincs a:1y hon. n1crnbcr to 
sa v that o~u <JcinJ serv-ices, and particularly 
ba"b.v clinics, ::-hould be reduced in efficiency. 

The actjon of the GoYernxnent was Qad 
enough when they were instrumental in 
reducing- the "' a:·l~ of th?. nurses. Ho'v IS 

it po"iblc I or nurses to. 11vo to-day except 
with the as.,:otance of then pare. 1L? There 
is no r;ossible chane;,. of their suh3isting on 
the paid since tlw GoYennnent rernoved 
them 1 he am hit of the Industrial Court. 

_._.4 f~ r Ci1111plPting }Fr ,Cf:jlCrul <;'O'..HSC, a 
girl on the ll1i,i i11g ~taff of a hospital take.:') 
up th,_ oL:-.b tr:c ~v,h._n · he• L ~·cn·cs 

only 8:1. per_ ~ck. . she 
1 
has l!cl' 

parent.' to gS:"l ~t n r to acquHe .all b1c know­
ledgt' a con:pL'tL•J:t :_ L -.' hould haYc, 'vhcre 
are ,\.{• to get our nni.·- c~ frorn 'f 

There is n,ct the ~li9·hte.st t1on 1Jt th"~t th~ 
Govcrnn1cnt naYe :''C •rcHl'd every aYcnu·• a .. u 
-everY rla~ . ..:. of wo_ker for L ·cl~lllP ptn1JOf:_ .~. 
lf a' _rurl.lH',tu~ roli~f tax h.:l-1 Lccn ln1po:-:.cd 
the C~oYornrncnt woald have obtained far 
rnon~ n~':onuc t~~un haYP derived fro~u 
tax;"l;., the l~<Prc ~arnu1 b-,, thL' 
\Vork1 , s on t1H.' lo ,\.2!' EYL'll a ,.,~orker 
"-lw 3:--. 5d. n1u~:t pay a tax of 1-d., 
·while ·r~ carni11g horn· £1 to £104 <-ll'~~ 
taxod ; he rate ot ?.~,. 1n the £1. The t -t-_,\: 

in cxu·c;~ of the laJtcr .arrrOUltt 
18 £1. 

:::\h·. C!.:\YTO~ : L....-nJ,-~r a Ln.bour (~ovcrr~l L'I L 
-in :\r:w South '\Yale the t"\: is ls. in Ihc £1. 

Mr. BOW: Hon. uHnltC'l'o opposite sL mLl 
realise that they are charged with governillg­
the affairs of this State and not the affairs 
of I\ C\V South \Vales. They .are continually 
rushing to X ew South Wales for comprcrisous 
in ol'dcr tu show that theJ' arc not as L,d 
as thE Go,·ernrmnt of that State. Th:e Co­
YPJ'!lnJrnt are charged with looking after 
the afhirc of this· tltate. They have L ~·­
lectt'd their job, although our ,vhole pro· 
duc,jyity, which is the basis of our wealt.h, 
is 1 he result of !he labour of the workc• s. 
Kol withstcuding that :· cct, they arc on]_,. 
re{;ei,·ing :;ufficicnt \rage:c; to 1-'uy tuckeL 
No man with a wife· and ebild cu1 live Qil 

one guinea a \Yeek. ,,·hich is tho arnoHnt paid 
him on intr•rrnitteHt 'vork. If so~w hon. 
1nen1bcr:-; 1verP con11x llcd io unde-rtake th -d~ 
>vork for a few lllonths. theY would lN mo:·r' 
con1pnf. ioJ1atc to,vards, thosC workl'r:3. lt l.; 
all Yerv "\YE'll for th~'lll dnnvino· thclr par!l, 
mcnL11::y s.·lu_rie~ in a:IdiiiDn to

0

c nr:n"~~ L.~lll 

their priv .. ltc in ten ,,ts to agn:e to th:: r re3 
prescribed for this work. They should !t-1;-c 
more regard for the rncn and tYODVlt in­
volved, rnnnv of whonr do ncr lolO\Y -~YtiPr'-) 
the next mc~l ,,-ill come from. 

Mr. BHAXD (JJurrum) [12.48]: \Ye FO 

listened to a very oxtraordinar:,r by 
the hon. nH'lll bcr f.or l\litchell. was 
very frank and definite, and spoke with the 
authority of the leader of a party. He 
male kl bonco a!Jont the fact that, if certain 
thin~s L -.-cT:tuatod, the Labour Part./ 1.:vould 
stand '"ell behind them. His speech con· 
taincd rnanv extraordinary st .-;.ternents. It 
'"as t"-:traofdinar\· in thC inaccuracies in 
the s'u1Jj0ct-rnatter. dealt 'vith. Po2sibly. the 
hon. D1C'lnLcr rna. v be excused for hi:5 utter­
ance'. bt'couse Le sLid that nobodv in this 
Chambcl' knew wh· t he was s)1eaki;,g about. 
I am cmitc sati sficd that he did not know 
what hf. ,~-a~ speaking about when he spoko 
a Lout the bribery charge. 

Mr. ·now: How is it then that I got so 
many bites·? 

~'·fr. BRA:\'D: Tin hon. member did not 
kno'.: what hr was talking about, and hon. 
rnen1Jz•rs on this sido ende<YOUl'Cd to nut 
him right. The hon. member deliberately 
uu:.trle the :-;taten1ent that a cert.:-tin "Um of 
1noncv '\'- 2" ha·wkcd about thir;: I-Iou ' in an 
en de,· ;,·Gut· to bribP a n1en1Ler 0f Parli.1-
:ment. and he cnde_l..Yonn•d to iLfer th:1t 
hon. n1Pmber3 on ihis side \vho ~ .. ~·re the 
Oppc..,1tion of thP r1aY, wcr~ rcspm1 ib1c for 
tl1c <:ttt,- 11pt0d l·1·iLer.~'-

:\Ir. TCRA:\' ll: The r .eords of this Parlia­
ment :'bO\V conclusiYelv that the then Leader 
of the Op110 itio:n. ~.lr·. "\Y .. J. \iTovvles, ai<ked 
the GovCl"-ment for a Roval Con1n1ission to 
irLJUire into thos2 brib~r.v charges. \Ve 
know th0 reply which the Government gave. 
Yet we L~ve the;;e saint' on the other side 
sa0 ing lo-r:lay rh at memb·ers of thi·; party 
\Yere rf :-:.ponsible fo1· certain things. I can­
not. undf'r~,Lt.nd hmt. mcrnbers representing 
re~r) ·.siblc• ronstitnencic.s cudea\'Ouring so 
to misl•ad the Jleoplc. So far a' that matter 
io conccr. cd. we welcomed the fnllest inquiry 
at the time, and the hon. member for 
i\'(itchell now make- mention of it onlv after 
a con::;idcrabh) lapse of ti1nc. c 

Statcr,wrrts havo l :en made bv hon. mem­
bers opposite which seem to indicate that 
the Labour l'artv ha·3 formed certain definite 
O]Hmon · of the "polic.v to be applied to the 
prin1ary produrcrs. rrhe hon. n1ember for 
Mitchell .ceid that all pools would have to 
go by the board. 

}'fr. BEDFORD: fie said it with a proviso. 

Ml'. BRAND: \\-hf'n challenged, he said 
it ''as impos ible to make a comparison 
between an or.c·ctnised body of workers and 
an < _ganised body of farn:crt3. I made sure 
that I would auote the hon. member cor­
rectlY. brra use 'I ·wrote down his ren1arks 
at the tin '. I cannot understand how a 
r uty thrr.t was once of the opinion that 
pools \n~~n~ in the interests of the consumers 
of the State should now reverse its opinions; 
and. when the pool-; arc well established and 
gi\·ing a grcnt ~crYice to the people, desires 
to abolish thc·m. A<>cording to the hon. 
mcmLN fer :\1itchcll, thc'9 pools must go 
l-,y the board--· 

l\Tr. Doy·: On 'lCcr·unt of lh<J recluctio·1 m 
\Yagc:3. 

Jlr. Brand.] 
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1\lr. BRAND: 1n this respect he follows 
the hon. membn- for Rocl,bampton. 

Mr. DuxLOP: T say candidly that the•·e 
pools are a. curse. \Vh_v do you sell Queens­
land butter much cheaper in England than 
in Queensland? 

The CHAIRJ~,IA:i\': Or lcr! 

Mr. BRAND: Tbe hon. member for Rock­
hampton does not need to repeat what he 
said before. \Y c can f]Uite imagine the hon. 
1nen1bor consigning the farmers of Queens­
land to the winds-farmers who are working 
more than eight hours a da.y. 

Mr. DuNLOP: Why are you selling !:)utter 
in Enghnd cheaper than here? 

'l'he CHAIR\IAN : Order ! 

Mr. BRAND : In upholding the pool system 
established in Queensland, the Government 
are endeavouring not onlv to foster pri1narv 
production but to ensure a supply of food­
stuffs to the people at the cheapest possible 
rates. 

Mr. DuxLOP: Do vou stand for the 3d. per 
lb. extra-- · 

The C'FL\JR\T/\.N: Order! 
Mr. Dl!KLOP: Do you stand for the extra 

chvrf(e to the con:mmers in Queensland? 

The CHAIR3.IAN: Or-der! The hon. 
member mu•ct obe.v my call to order. 

Mr. DuxLOP: He is getting personal to 
m0, and he must take a Holand for his 
Oliver. 

The CH \IRJ'viAX: Order! I will not 
reJwat my call. 

J'!r. BRAJ'\D: vVe have to recognise that 
the pool 5ystern has done much to develop 
priwary production. 

Last :· ~·ar and this year, under the present 
GovernnlL'nt. there has been a record pro~ 
duction of >vheat in Queensland. B:T guaran­
te0ing th wheat producers a fixed price for 
wheat, t'1o Go.-crnrnent lAn' made Queens~ 
land self-supporting in its bread supplies. 
Surel:- no one will c.1ntcnd that the price of 
bread is no!' lower to-day th:m over it was 
under the Labour Go.-ernment ! I know 
£ron1 1ny O\Yn exp'":.r:ience that bread is 
cheaper to-day !han it was at any time during 
the regime of the Labour Government. The 
wheat producers are a satisficc~ body of men. 
The hon. membN for Cook remindP me that 
bread can be procured in Brisbane to-day 
for 3d. per loaf. That was noyer possible 
under !'he Labour Go.-ernnwnt. 

Mr. KIRWAX: Brisbane is not Queensland. 

Mr. BRAKD : The hon. member cannot 
mention one insbtnce during the Labour 
regime where it was possible to buy bread 
at 3d. per loaf. Surely, if the workers are 
able to buy bread ,,t 3d. per loaf, the GovHn­
ment ,,hould not be criticised for it ! Hon. 
members opposite should welcome it. The 
Government arc endeavouring to help the 
primary producer, and at the same time they 
arc helping- the COl' mming public in the large 
cities of the State. 

I aleo wish to mention the butter pool, 
to which the hon. member for Rockhampt'on 
is continually referring. For the first time 
in !he history of Queensland the butter pool 
has placed the dairying industry on a stable 
footmg. 

:ur. DrXLOP: \Yhat a lx>ut the English 
prices: \\'hv is butter clearer here than in 
England? , 

f Jfr. Bran(l. 

Mr. DHA::'\D : thought the hon. mcml,_,r 
\va·· such an attthority on political c;·onon1!Cl" 
that he could understand those things. 

i\Ir. Dr"LOP: \Yhy should the Que.,nsland 
children not ; et it cheaper 9 

::\1r. BRXc\D : The qucensland children 
are getting butter as cheaplv as any other 
children in ~ \ ustmlie.. By a properly con­
ducted ma;·keting scheme ,~e haYe made 
many things hotter for the people of Queens­
land. \Ve propose io continue the present 
systo?m . . 

:'>Ir. DuxLOP: Tell us about the peanut 
pool, and how you robbed the growers. 

The TREASURER: 11r. Roberts, I rise to a 
point of order. Is th~ hon. member for 
Roekhampton in order in c ~ying ,,-e robbed 
the pe:mut growcro" T fay he is o·nt of 
order, ond sholl-ld be asked to withdraw. 

The CHAIRMAX : I .sk the hon. member 
if he made that statement. 

Mr. DcKLOP: I madf' the statement. and 
I withdraw it. I shall make stdement 
on the Estimates of the Dop:·rtment of Agri­
culture. 

i\1r. BRAND: I eau assure the hon. mem­
ber that I shall not take any notice of him, 

Mr. DrXLOP: No; bnt I shall reply later 
on. 

Mr. BRAND : Pools create confidence on 
the part of producers, and encourage develop­
ment. It is necesoary that we should do 
that, because we have to look to our primary 
industries in Australia to balance our trade 
deficit abroad; and the farmer ,hould be 
protected and given every encouragement in 
this direction. There cannot bo any shadow 
of doubt that, since the i\1oore Government 
came into power, every consideration has 
been given to the consumer, in common with 
every section of the community. The Govern­
ment have done what is right in the interests 
of Queensland, and are likely to help ns to 
gd out of this financial tangle. 

The policy of the Government has been 
re,ponded to by those associated with the 
industries of the State. Those who are 
en;;aged in our gTeat exporting industries 
are making every effort to bring about the 
stability which we had prior to 1929. I 
shall quote figures given by Professor Brigden 
giving the position of Australia with regard 
to exports. These figures are based on pre­
depreosion totals, and show that Queensland 
is fast making good in the direction of 
incre.tsing her exports-

ExPORTS AS PERCEKTAGEs oF PRE-DEPREBSION 
TOTALS, V.U,FES AVERAGES 1927-28 AND 
1928-29 = 100. 

--·------ ~ ------

Queensland. 
Six months ending- Australia. 

Jlfarch 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 

We have 
obtaining in 
concerned. 
doing more 

1931. 1930. 

Prr cent. Percent. Percent, 
59·0 72·3 

7.4.·5 60·9 71·9 
6:?.·+ 70·8 67·2 
():3.6 76·4 75 3 
G5·7 86·3 80·9 
uS·l R9·2 79·1 

almost reached the standard 
1929 so far as our exports are 
In this respect Queensland is 
than any other State in the 
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Commonwealth, and much more than the 
average for Australia. Surely we must give 
some credit to the Government for the con­
fidence w,hich has been given to the people 
of Queensland. I can quite understand why 
bon. members opposite are always endeav­
ouring to disparage the work of the Go­
vernment-they are endeavouring to make 
political propaganda for the next election 
in the hope that they may deceive the 
people. 

In his Finallcial Statement the Treasurer 
~aid-

" The period through which "·e arc 
passing is ono of extreme difficulty. 
The general economic depres~ion, 
although world-wide in its incidence, has 
had exceptionally Revere effects on 
primary producing countries, such as 
Australia, the value of our primary pro­
ducts having fallml to record low levels." 

\Vhy canr,ot hon. members opposite rccogHise 
that economic truth, and adt,tit that the Go­
vet·nmcnt have had to put up with the greatest 
difliculties with which anv Government in 
Quccn~land have ever been faced? They 
are the difficulties which Labour Governments 
in othc•r Su tcs have had to meet; and the 
achievements of the 11oorc Government 
comparr> favourably with theirs. The Trca­
:::urer pr0( eeded-

" \ rcYiew of the economic poi'ition 
must force one to the c mclusion that 
pricPs are belov,r a pJ"yable leYel, and 
that until conditions in1prove on~rseas 
we rnu-t endeavour to accomrnod.-~.to our­
scl-rcs to a national inco1nc considerably 
J0ss tban ha'"~ been F a.rn-•d fnr a nnmbe-e 
of ?ea n P" st, and still further reduce 
our cost of production." 

Hon. m 'ltlbcr' mav sav. "\Yln should ' e 
not do "'"a'' ,,-ith J;ools" and scli our commo­
dities to th0 eo 1SUn1cr in ~\ustralia at the 
~mne nncc a' that at which \Ye sell then1 
abroad?" 

31r. D:-xLOP: "\Ve should sell t1wtn ch::'apcr. 

:\Jr. BR"~ND: The !ton. member· for Hock­
hampton goes one further, and says \ve 
should sell them cheaper. 

::\Ir. DuxLOP: And I make no apology for 
it. 

Mr. BRA:"JD: If the wag,:, of the 
people of Queensland were the same as 
those of the countries with which we had to 
compete in the markets of the world. th·' 
hon. member would have some justification 
for his attitude. 

Mr. DTJNLOP again interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow the 
continual intcrj ections of the hon. member 
for Rockhampton. I asked him before lunch 
to restrain himself. Ho knows the rules of 
debate in regard to interjections; and I 
again ask him to cease interrupting the hon. 
member who is addressing the chair. 

Mr. BRAND: We in Queensland have to 
pay a wage equal to what is called a white 
man's standard of living. 

An OPPOSITION J\!IE>1BER : You are not doing 
it. 

Mr. BRAND: I shall show hon. members 
that we are doing equally as well as the 
Labour Governments in Australia. if not 
better. We have to meet the position with 
regard to our working people-I think it is 

a, posl~:ion \YC should rnc :'t-but \Ve could 
not do it if we accepted the policy of the 
hem. member for Rockhampton or tlto !ton. 
mcmbc, for Mitchell. If the prices received 
foe our prirnary produce were equal to 
those obtained ih other parts of th.e v, orld, 
not one ton of cane would be crown in this 
::ltate, and there "·oulcl not be the amount 
that there is of other primary products for 
export. \Vo as a Government recognise that 
wo have to do all that is po· sib le in help­
ing these indnstric's. I believe· that we should 
pay a vNy high standard of wage in this 
State. The Go,crmnent hold that belief 
also, and they have endeavoured to keep 
the standard as high as possible, having 
regard to the income available. After all, 
unclcr the Moorc Government in Queensland, 
the basic wage is higher than it is in States 
governed by Labour Governments. In South 
Australia. where the Hill Labour Govern­
ment hold sway, the basic wage is £3 3s. 
per ,,-cc,·k. In Victoria, where the Hogan 
Labour Government are in power, the basi<l 
wage is £3 9s. per week. 

In Queensland the basic wage is £3 14s. 
per week, chmr):· jnd_icating t~11a_t. th0 <;i-o­
vcr1ln1ont recog-msP tbeu l'P"pon~101hty to the 
YvorkilF' ch,ss '-of This Stab'. rrllc prescribed 
bnsic ,~'age in thi:1 State i:- higher than the 
1·ulin~· }''1 le IYng:·· in Labour-govc-rnocl 
States of the Commonwealth. The Labmu· 
Go\-('r.uncLt nr0 in pOY'~-0r in the Feder~i 
~phcrP. y,·t the Federal ba~ic \Yrtg£' 1n 
OnN'mlancl is onlv £3 Os. ~d. per wel'k 
Az,t1r the basic \y~,g-P in th-is St.Ltf). is in 
('~('( of i he r. sic 1- ~ P'f' pro:>erilH-~d b~· the 
Ff dPra 1 Arbitration Conrt. 

I haw listenc·cl with romiderable attention 
1.1 tllf~ interprf't ·iion b:v hon. 1nen1bPrs oppo­
site of the action of this GoY0rnn1ent and 
of other GoYenlnlrnt · in An:<.'tralia in accept­
ing the PrCLiicrs' nlan. It j:;; achnjtted that 
1 ~1at plan proYi.-1cd for a rodnction in con­
trollable rxprnditure: hut it. can be said 
ihat ihc rrdnctim moclc by this Go,~crnment 
~Y('fC' lo1.,-, con:-:is.t,.nt ---:·ith national safety. 
The reductions in the sahrii·s paid to public 
,s rY,lllts' arc lower than in any other State 
of the Commonwealth. All Goycrnments 
',aH' n0w adoptrd the plan. Let me remind 
ho~1. lll('ffi1Jers OP110f'ite that there are seven 
c;ovc-rnmcnL in Au>tmlia. four being 
Ln hour GoYernment-., and. if any dominancr; 
,. as to h0 ex0rcised at the Premiers' Con­
fr·rence. then it should have been exercised 
bv Labour GoYNnnYnts. The Premiers' 
nian, proYiding for a reduction in wa.J'CS, 
~ o\~' accepted nnaniinon!3h-; and it is all 
htun.bng and moonshinP for tho Opposition 
in the~ Queensland Parliament to sav that 
the:v '"ould not haYf' accepted it. It is a 
fad that. when tinwc w.ore bC'tter-in fact. 
during the ]Jeak of tht' alleged prosperous 
times-the Labom·. GoYernmf'nt in Queens· 
bnd. of whom tlw present Leader of thl' 
Opposition and the hon. mnnber for Bris­
bane were Cabinet 1Iinister'. reduced the 
wages of the workers' of this State and 
b1·oug-ht about industrial turmoil. vVe have 
ende;:,,,~oured to protect Hte interests of the 
workers: and thr wages that rule to-da,- are 
bettrr than the rates prevo.iling- in the other 
pnrh of th0 Commomvcolth. \Yn have been 
ndYi,scd to impose additional taxation to 
make up the lcewa~· in revenue. \Ye havB 
bePn chcrged with allowing wr dthv people 
tn 0sna]W ,,-hiht taxing the poorer-paid people 
of the State to an unnecessary extent. \Yhat 
is the pos'jtion? I n1u~t ag:iin refer to the 

JJfr. Brand.] 
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rrreaslll'f'I'':-. rf'n1arks in thn Financial State~ 
ment. J-ie points ont that the national in­
come h:u fallen considerably, and that we 
cam,ot obt ·in from the people the same 
an1ount of taxation as forn1crlv. \.\.·~ o hase 
been tald that the Governme-nt ·have as,i,tcJ 
pastoral indEstrit!s and the 1100plo er ,a,Q·cd 
Jn fJrtstoreJ pnrsajts. l-lctYen only knov ~· 
that indn. ln h 1S had a verv diffi.'ult tinL' 
during the 1; f't few ~-cars. \1\-,.ool p;_ices hav2 
fa1Jcn by OYCl' 40 rer COnt .. llld the "',-..,-1::"01-
grO\YC'l' ha<:. Jt bot'n ble to s.how a su1ii­
cient nLtrgin cf profit to enable l 'n1 to 
pa~- he,tYy inc~1.11P t1xatlon. Th0 Connr:i~­
~,ioncr of T. s:es, in his rcrlort Cll ]nCOJll~ 
taxat~on, points out that the arnount of in­
crnnt ta ,, iu-:!.pO.sed 11[1011 lHl~toral C011ll1anje.~ 
and pastorali.sts eng -·.gC>d i11 \Yool production 
in 1926 '· as £676,000, or 33.8 per cent. of tJ,,, 
total in-come taxation paid. In 1931 tlw 
rrmount had slumped to £91.00J, or 3.8 pe:· 
c 'nt. of the total rc.,cipts. Surely hon. mem­
bers npprc:itp realise tho difficulty of tha'!_: 
situation! It is all humbug io sug-gest that 
\ve ha vc gre1nted conce, >Jions' to tho 
past·1rali3ts in order to grea'l~ the fat pig. 
The coHcc,.:om that have been grantc.J 
havo Leen granL'd purely in the inten:-·-.tc.: 
of the indusirv and in the interests of th 
people of Qu~ens'land. 

If the price' ruling for wool durinr;· the 
term of the Labour Gm·crnment had con­
tinned, the cLpre3sion -would not be nearly 
so RPYCT as it' is to-day. In my opin~on, 
\YO have 1nct tho i1~dustrinl positio:1 \Vith 
advantage to the people. \Yhon the l]_g-un 
are submitted to thLm, they will rccniinise 
"\Ye ha-...·c done vrry \vell. Anyone re:-tding 
our new"rarwrs on the o::casion of tho Yisit 
of many Southerners a feY\' rnonths ,go rcaL1 
th,; cxpre -ions of prai· ~ for \Yhnt thn 
Goverrunent had done in this State; nnd th(: 
opi11ion \Y.as CXTH'e~scd that f:u-:ens~and wus 
jn a rnore hr tHh~.- eo_~ 11tion than anv oth -,r 
Stat" of Au~tralia. SonH:- of t'hc ·,·i~.itor;; 
'"'Cn indicated that thc7 .,-on' returning· to 
~P ·.-,n~lnnd to mako thCir j;n·cstnlcnL. ~ 

Hon. members opposite. including the 
hon. member for i\1itchcll, have conte ~ded 
that' the emerp-cney taxation imposod bv this 
GoYernrneut has beon too severe. I fu:hnit 
that the unemployment rdief tax of 3d. in 
the £1 on all incomes up to and including 
£104, and 6d. in the £1 on all incomes ow c' 

that amount. is a very hea \".V one; but it 
must be recognised that it is the dutv of tho 
Governn1cnt to look after those Who ure 
unfortunately unemployed, and after the 
\VOHlf'Yl nrH-1 cl1ildren, in orclcr to s,--c that 
the7 ha1·o suflicicnt food. In this respect we 
are certainlv not as badlv off as the other 
Stat JS; and~ the GovorrunCnt can tako son1e 
credit to themselves for ha .-ing r, lie.-ed the 
posit'on. The latest figures available show 
the following incrca~:-:s in unPmployrncnt in 
the vm·ious States since 1929:-

1\ew South \Vales 
V.,.ictoria 
Oucenslnnd ... 
South Amtralia 
\V rsirrn A ustro l i a 
Tasnrania 

~4. Ycragct 

Per Cl~nt. 
30.7 
26.5 
16.1 
32.4 
27.1 
27.3 
27.6 

The fact that Qu.,ensland l :ads the ''""Y in 
these figures is abundant proof that her 
Govcnll1l('nt hnvJ? at all tin1 .:s l'LLog .Jlsed 
their re.sponsibiljty to thc.e who unfortu­
na l cly, arc U!1Cn1ploye{l, and by ir!stituting 

l'Ir. Bmnd. 

relief schc-n1cs have given a ·wonderful hP]p 
to those people. 'I'hose sclwrne have enabled 
the unemployed to obtain the nt1c>='-;saric:::: of 
life to whicl1 they are entitled. While tho 
C ovC'rnnlf'ilt \Vould like to dv rnore in thi':! 
rP.SlJect, cconon1ic circun1stancos prevent thenJ. 

At 2.17 p.m., 
1\lr. 1IAX\YELL (Tooou·ong). one of the panc:l 

of Tcn1porary Chairn1cn. relieved the Chai:·~ 
n1:-:~ i11 the chai1·. 

=:'r. BRAXD: Much has be. n heard from 
hon. members opposite of what the L,,Lom• 
J)nrtv ·hRYe done and ~yhat they are doint_::-. 
Th(~ 'Federal Labour GoYernnH)nt hnYe beeH 
{rivt>n CT('dit for increasing the productivity 
~f Austr. lia and developing her industries. 
As c. matter of fact, ,~ e all know that i> 
Hot so. Suttistic::; do not substa1~tiate that 
P-tttc•rnent. L-::t me disprove it by gi1-~ing the 
fig-nr":c:, for 1:hc factor:v employees 111 Aus­
ttalia as at 30th ,JunP, 1929, as c01.1parcd 
with 3Jth June, 1830--

1929 
1930 

Decrease 

450.4~2 
419.194 

31.288 

The ya ltl'' of the output for the 'ame period 
dccr0ased ·from £420,000,000 to £390,000,000. 

l\Ir. DASH: \Yhat is yom· definition c£ a 
factory? 

::\h. BRA:\"D: I am surpri-ecl at the init'r 
jC'ctio:l, for cYery child know, v:ll ~r 
tbc cl. fm; cion of a IS. 

rrhc { l''lffi tl·t.t they manage: 
l' ,' aff State much better than 
\YC ha\"' I \YOnld IJOint out to hon. 
liH'~-1hcrs <., nposite that c 1nditions ba ,-c 
alten j trPn~cndons1v since 1929; but. coin­
pared ·. ith \vhnt h:;s been done by Labaur 
Con rnmcnie in other State', the Queenslapd 
Ct)'\.·crnnlf'Et haYe a 111C;,::.t cr~ditable record. 

It has been frequently stated by hon. 
:::omLwr' opposite tl,at the Labour Govern-

ldt a n-edit b .Janco of £5,000,000 m 
the fund. Thev failed to tell us, how-
c";er. ckl1its in rasped of Chillagoe State 
Smelters. cattle etations, and State enter­
pri~__:s :j:-~nrra1ly, ancl tho Clr Jor Settlement 
Ac'' trust hmcl. approximated £1.500.000. 

Mr. \V. FouG.\~ b}f!TH: All thase amounts 
arc allowed for in the net ba.lance stated by 
the _\uclitor-Genera!. 

]I.Ir. BRAJ\'D: No. 'I'he cash balance in 
the loan QCCount represented slightly more 
than £3.500.0GO. 

]I.Ir. ·w. li'ORG.\X S1JITH: The net cash 
i'1-l;1 ls shov;n as £4.038,53C.. You are 
c1 ·ductin:r that debit twir.~. You hr)d bc·-ter 
t-J·t sC'rn;_-·or;c to prepare your figures \Vith 

l\Ir. DRA::\"D: I a.m satisfied -that my 
fl;::;un.'s rtre accuxatc 

~Ir. \Y. FoRG.\X S?~IITH: You cannot get 
a\Yay frmn the ..t-\uditur-Gcneral'.;s. roport. 

]I.Ir. BRAI\D: The loan cash available was 
has bren stated bY hon. n1c1nbers 

At all events, 1\·e lmm;· that -dnring 
tcrnt of ofiif'~ tho Lu}Jolu Government 

incre~s ·d the public debt by over £56.000,0CJ 
in n period of fourteen years, so that, on 
an avt~l·~ge. 1he L:lbDur Govenuncnt had over 
£ tJ1'JO.OOO nf lo·-,'H n1011ev to spend annuall~Y. 
~~s r'tc public debt incre-ased, so also did the 
int~ rest bill: and e,~erv thrt:.e vears of 
Labonr go~;ern1ncnt repl~cscntcd the addi­
tion of £1.000,000 to the interest bill. Since. 
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ihc nrc-;.,cnt GoY -rnment ean1e into office 
the ]~u~;Ec ch~1)t ha~ dl'crca~cd. nnd so) too, 
ht-~ (' tht> int• 1'(-'!'1- vn.:-.'ll10Ilts. 

Pr:.~~ : Y on h·1y0 clPrre~JJerl the in­
Ly writing off £1,500,000. 

JI.Ir. BHAXD: \Ye have not borrmved the 
money; but, despite the inability oE the 
Government to borro"·· the Treasurer has 
shown that the GoYernment have been able 
to carrv on the affairs of state in a much 
bct:er \~;av than the Labour Governments 
in oi~her llarts of the CommonW<'alth. The 
Govcrnm<nt have done remarkably well. At 
lea 1~ we can ~:· that they did not dismiss 
thousands of returned soldiers-reduce old­
flf" p,,~,sions, interfere ,.,ith invaJid and 
;;:oldier pensions. or tax tea, tobacJo, and 
clothes. vvhich arc it-"3nls greatly in demand 
with most people. 

I recognise that there are many ways of 
taking the wages out of the envelopes of 
the workers; and the Federal Labour Go­
Ycrmt1C'llt are exper~.s in doing so l.vithout the 
\YOrkcrs know-in,:; it. They have taxf'd tea, 
tobacco, '"nrl c lathes to such an extent that 
the co;t of ]i,~ing must soar in a very short 
tirnc. 

I' etand equally with the hon. member 
for Yritclwll in my desire to see that the 
great 1nasscs of the people of Queensland 
ha n:• ~nfficicnt n1oncv to bu.,...., the necessarv 
~ommoditie, to maintain a good standard o"f 
living in this coun:1·y. 

It is unfortunate indeed that, w,hen the 
prt 0nt Government can1c into povvor, a 
pecnliar set of conditions came about through­
out the world" which had its reflex on Aus­
tra1:an political life. A man is always 
"orthv of his hire. Yesterday the Premier 
rlaced the position in a nutshell when he 
vointed out that during the la;;;t two years­
that is the period during which we have 
been i11 control of the State-the price of 
our primary products has decreased on the 
markets of the world by from 30 to 40 per 
cent .. and at the S'1ll1C tin1e \i\l'J kno\v that 
'\'vag·cs awards hrtYP not h:•rn i'cclpccd bv n1Dr0 

tha'll 10 per cent .. and public · erYants have 
IH•t. on the average, been reduc8d by n1ore 
than 15 per cent 

Hon. members opposite must realise that 
before an employer c m employ labour he 
must haYe the wherewithal to pay wages. 
ThP',' must realise that. when thnt where­
\Yithal has been considerably reduced, he 
cannot employ !atom· to the same extent. 
I a m interested in an industry in which the 
reductions have not been so severe as in 
oth< n, but, as an employer of labour, I 
know that it is wn· difficult to meet the 
po,ition as we \YOu'd like to do and make 
n profit. There! a re very few employers in 
Qucemland to-day making more than a bare 
profit on their undeTtaking. The workers 
recognise t~1at. \vhen we arc in a pa,-.ition 
mch as that. they must accept a small reduc­
tion in their wages. \Vhcn I have spoken 
to thoce PC"lplc the\' have realised that 
Labour Governments have been forced to do 
it, ~nd they recogni, e that employers must 
do It. I am mre that the great majoritv 
of the people vf Qu£'cnsland will face the 
present lUll ,~c·ced.,ntC',d pc3itioll. a~ it ha,s 
bC'en cxplain0d 1n the Tr0D.:-'1ll'C~r'~ Bud~Pt. 
and will meet it not only in their own 
interest but in the interests ·of Queensland. 

:Yir. BARBER (Bundab r!l) [2.29]: The 
hon. member who has just resumed his seat 
reminded the Committe,; that his Govern­
ment had not been responsible for the reduc-

tion in old age and irn·alid pensions. The 
only reply to that is that. had it been left 
to the party on that side, the old and inYa!id 
people of QueBnsland would never have 
received any pension at all. 

The TREASURER: The pensions were intra, 
duced Lv a Liberal Government. 

:\Ir. BARBER: 11an:· years back they 
V•:CrO e-_ ~ bitter~_ st of 011Cmies of the pell:3i011 
~chcn_t:. ::=on1o hon. 1nember oppo:;ite :w.3 
interjected that it "·as brought in by a 
Libcrrr] Government. If we turn up the 
Fednral " Ilan <trd ., in the earlv da.-s of 
federation, we ,. iil see that the b{ggest 
Tories in the Fcdrral Parliament on that 
ocasicn, even including Sir John Fon·pst. 
ga' o er :dit to t~'lC late An drew Fisher &s 
being res~)onsib1e for pla:-'ing on the st atutc­
book the old,age pension legislation. That 
Government was kept in office by the then 
Labour Party. The Fisher Party in tho•' 
clays cot the credit from Sir ,John F0rn st 
and other prominent Tories for being instru­
mental in forcing the Lync-Deakin Govern­
ment to bring it in. 

A few days prio1: to the subrnis .ion of the 
Budget to this Chamber, according to a local 
press report,. the Premier was interviewed 
by a reporter attached to one of the news­
papers, who asked him for some information 
regarding the pending Financial Statement. 
The Premier replied, "Wait and see!" The 
country has waited, and hon. members have 
waited, and we haYe seen what the Treasurer 
has deliv<•red to this As,.embly. There is no 
doubt that on this occasion the Treasurer 
has achieved notoriety. but I am sorry to 
sny that in the concluding paragraph of t.he 
Budget speech he practicallv exhibited the 
most helpless state of deepair that I have 
ever seen evidenced by a Treasurer of this 
State during the past thirty years. The bst 
paragraph reads -

" The days of extravagant borrowing 
have pa,.,ed away." 

do not know .,,vhethcr that is a benediction, 
a maledid;oe!. or a Ya]odiction-to me it 
sounds 1norc like a Yalediction. I might 
obscrv,• that in this the last Sf- ..;siun of this 
Parliament a number of hon. members will 
nutke Yalcdictorv rc1narks so far as this 
I--Iousc is conccr'llcd. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: You won't have to do n. 

Mr. BARBER: Time will tell. I was so 
struck with the hopeless remarks of the Trea­
surer that I went along the passage at the 
Treasury and looked over the fanlight fully 
expecting to see there the Dantesque motto: 
"All hope abandon ye who enter here." _I 
was pleased not to see it there, because 1t 
points to there being some hope for tho 
futnrc. During- the nast two year~ the 
Treasurer has lived what we would call in 
nauticq] terms, " a short life and a merry 
one." I remember fifty yeflrs ago next 
month a very henYy easterly blizzard striking 
a schooner, and driving it up 20 yards on a 
sandbank near the s,hore. 

The coa•tguanl. with their life-saving 
apvaratus, canu~ along anJ shot their rockets 
across the wrecked v-essel with the life. 
saYing line att1ched. hut there was no :"ign 
of an:v ITlPrnber of the crew. I shall not sa:v 
how old l ',ya,, bnt I was old enough tn he 
a.skec1 to hr 1p to man the lifeboat and go ont 
tn the vc8'el. \\'hen we reached her we 
found that the crew. insten.d of making anv 
effort io save thcmseh·es b:v passing tho life 

,}Jr. JJaruer.] 
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line round the stern po<'t. were all "blithu·­
ing. p:nalytic tight." (Laughtnr.) The;· 
had not a c2.re in the world-perhaps thcv 
thonght the ho.cl not long to live-and. 
whe1; ' e c·\ed them' why they did not haul 
the lifeline aboard, thoy said in Italian, 
" A short life and a I:lcrrv one." I think 
that is exuctlv the sort of Jlf,• the Treasurer 
has li' eel during i he last two and a-half 
years. (Laughter.) 

The Labonr GoYcrnment were very carefnl 
when lhev left ofiice to !ewe it nice-sized 
nest egg of £5,000,0nO; and goodness knows 
•vhat the GoYerm:nmci wonld have li.-ed 
upon during these last two ::md a-half :vears 
had it not been for that nest cgrr. Goodness 
knows wha.t would really ha.-e happenrd to 
Queensland. T.lk about bankruptcy staring 
us in the fac,• ! \V c ''-'ou!d have found the 
Shy locks-the "three ball " men-coming out 
to this State and seizing our goods r1ncl 
chattek Hon. members opposite know as 
well rrs I do that it is on that £5.000.000 
that the prer0nt Gfn-ernment hrrve lived. so 
that thecr have nothing- to boast of. The 
Tre'"ll'Pl' winds up his Financial Statement 
-and I have ah·ead:\ sa id that. pc rh a P"· 
this "·ill be the last se •.ion of J'<Cr!ia.mont 
for a number of hon. mombers--

J\Ir. CLAYTOK: On that si do. 

l\lr. BARBER: On the hon. member's 
side. because the state of public opinion 
existing in Qneensla.nd is such that it will 
s1-v,:cp do\vn -on their part"/ like a combina­
tion of a Sahara Desert sirocco and an 
Arctic blizzad. Hon. members opposite will 
not know what has struck them when the,· 
get on the s+ump. (Laug·hter.) But I wa's 
n1aking some Tern arks abont the 1-,rea '"urer. 
a.nd I think that every hon. member on this 
side, old members particularly, like to criti­
cise him-it is our job. 

'\Jr. KE''l\i: H c is not a bad sort of a 
('OYC. 

::\Tr. BARBER: I haYe a lot of kindlv feel­
ing fo» him. be -:wse. like me. he is going 
down the w•.' ;tern side of the hill. He has 
been in Parliament as long a" I have; and, 
when ho and I go out of Parliament, we 
ma.y haYc to f_,ll ]Jack on the old-age pen­
sion. so that t.)Jo hon. gentleman has mv 
rleeprst sympathy. Another phrase in th~ 
Treasurer's despairing Financial Statement 
as he stL,ightencd out in his last kick 
--(laughtcr)-made me apply to the hon. 
gentleman the words of Tennyson-

" Snnset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me ! 

And may there be no moaning of the 
har. 

\Yhen I put out to sea." 

(Laughter.) I spoke of a gathering storm. 
The criticism thnt has been hurled at hon. 
members opposite dnrinrr the pa-.t three 
:vears is the result of their svstem of legis­
lation. regulation. and administration, which 
has been one cold-blooded merciless vendetta 
against eveYy La hour principle and every 
humane sentiment. These are the things 
that the fJublic will rem em bcr when the party 
opposite go to the country. 

I propose to quote these few lines by 
Wcnclell Phillips-

" l\fy advirc to workin~ men is thif: : 
If you want power in this countrv; if 
you want to make yourself felt; if you 
do not want vour children to wait long 
yearc before they have the bread on the 

[Mr. Barber. 

t::1ble they onght to have; if you don·t 
\Yant to 1vait ~'ourselves, 'vrite on your 
bamwr so that" every politicttl trimmer 
can read it, ' \Ve never forget. If 
YOU launch an arro,.,.: of sarcasm at 
Lc1bour, we never forget; if there 
is a division in Parliament. and you 
throw yow· vote in the wrong scale, we 
ncyer forget.' You n1ay go down on 
your knees, and say, ' I am sorry I did 
the act,' and we shall say, 'It Will avail 
you in he a Yen, but on this side of the 
graYC, 118YGl'.' " 

l-Ion. rnernbeYs may raise the old bogy about 
class~consciousness if t.hcy so choose. I am 
sorry that the Treasurer, is going out of the 
Charnbrr. bf ',_al1SC on one occasion a nun1ber 
o£ years ago he remarked that I preached 
the gospel of discontent. I preached that 
gospel as a public man years before I came 
into this Chamber; and I am glad that I 
am pre1ching it to-day. \Vhen the Labour 
people at Bundaborg placed the Labour 
platform and the Labour charter in my 
hands, I felt that, dead or alive, I '"ould 
hand back that charter unstained and 
unsullietl. I am proud o' having placed 
upon tho records of this House what was 
th,n known and condemned as the I.\V.W. 
platform. Th tt "as a yery pleasant period 
to me-an interesting period to me-the time 
of the tramway strike. \Yhen sperrking here 
one aftorw ·m.. the Treasurer interjected, 
"Yt'U bclicYc in the gospel of discout·~nt." 
I did then. and I .do now. This sob stuff­
this Snndav ' hool, cissie-kir.d of stuff-is no 
good in these clays. The ,,-or!d is going 
throqgh n1any changes; and an;r Govern­
mr-nt, Labour or otherwise_. that cndeaYours 
to pre.-ent, those changes ,,-ill bo merely like 
Mrs. Partington on the s·.ashoro-they v·ill 
not lw able to k<:>0p them l:~ck. Any man 
who knows history to-day, and rcmerubcrs 
tho poiitical, dom, ;tic, ec;onomic, and indus­
trial historv of the world for the past fifty 
or sixty yc~1.,, u1u~t recognise wh,,t I say to 
be a fact. X-,-ou n1ay ;;hut :your < yes or tr~' 
to ayojL~ thrn1 As von can. but rhanges v:ill 
take place. The' ,;ays "of parliamentary 
imtitution' to a vcrv large extent are 
doomed. The workers are looking to Parlia­
ment, Hot only for relief, but to justify the 
existence of that institution. Parliamentary 
institutions have been magnificent institu­
tions in the past, but they have passed 
through vario11s transitional periods during 
the last throo or foul' centuries. I am not 
going for a year or two; and twenty-five 
or fifty years is nothing in the life of. a 
nation. These transitions are in operatwn 
to-drrY. I ha.-c hoard hon. members opposite 
s1~cer~ t the• efforts of our brothers in 
RLlssia. 

Mr. H. M. RussllLL: Your brothers? 

Mr. BARBER: Yec, m7 broth'rs. Horr. 
1ncmbers opposite sneur at t~1cm; _Lnt they 
must remember th."t thev are a natwn equal 
to ourselves. One of the grcatec.t mistakes 
that Great Britain ever made-and a blunder 
and mistak<e from v hich Gre1t Bl'itain and 
the Empire are ~uffering to-day-was when 
thev e'evercd diplomatic relations with 
Russia when the people of that gn~at nation 
switched off from the great Romanoff family. 
The hm1. mcrnbt'r for Toombul talked about 
the impor!Dtion of timber and •1·heat from 
Russia. Thc"C things .arc not new by any 
means. Years und vears before I came to 
Australi~.-and tha.t 'is a day or two ago-­
limber and wheat were J:.cing imported into 
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thC' old countrv front R.ussia. That \Ya" -,yl1f•n 
the hon. member was' at school in his pinnies 
and petticoats. Hon. mcrnbers opposite talk 
about the sufforings of the gre.:,t masses 
in Russia to-day under the Soviet Govern­
ment; but their sufferings are not worse than 
when they were under the Czarist regime. 
I s.tw them subjected to slavish conditions 
long before Soviet ism "as e•hblished; and 
I make no apology for sa:·ing that, when 
I read the cables in the newspapers stating 
that the Czar and the whole of his family 
had been blown to what "Billy" Hughes' 
termed "blithering blazes," I threw up my 
hat, <~ne! called "Hall<>lujah." Things could 
not have l1een wors'e in that count!"-. The 
people in .Queensland and Australia must 
learn that the days of sob stuff haYe gone. 

:\h. H. :VI. Rc:8SELL: Your party are the 
higg·cst exponent of it. 

1\Ir. BARBER : If a man wants to obtain 
redress fo1· his grievances to-clay, he will 
haY:' to put. his back c.nd b"'.ckbone into 
tbo ~ ·rh:. L t1our rn .lctical1:~ n1~ rclwd to 
it~- S0c>n at the I:_~·: elrction. T'hcre is onlv 
flne ';Y:-ty of ;::r>tting back to our forme'r 
nosition, clnd tl1at i~ bT,T lo )king aft,~r the 
1nrer(_·c.:: ~ of tht) ·worker:". y, ho sent v.• h-"'r~. 
The nH rclh '_:!f. Yt•ndr>tta of t~w Go .·ernn1cnt 
Part~- i, ~10: :_oiPg to dc:1y the n1r:o-r-.-nPTlt. 
Our peopl-- 1 'quire son1r- great rallyin.rr-cry; 
and. befor . h · party goes to the olc·.tio· s 
nc·:t year, th .. t 'logan will be found. 

I want to quote some remarks by that 
great ~mcriean. leader, C. S. Darrow, ·who 
wrote Laboar·s· Hope and Dream." 

\Vhat was Labour's hope and dream when 
it formulated its first platform? One of my 
most treasured possessions is a copy of the 
Labour platform of 1890·91. Since the first 
step was taken by humanity to make its 
presence felt, many battles have been won 
and lost; but the spirit of Labour is as 
strong to-day as ever it was. The words 
that I am about to quote will express ever 
so much better than I can-

" LABOuR's HoPE AND DREAM. 
" Have you looked back at the history 

of working man? If you do you will find 
that one hundred and fifty years ago in 
England and all over continental 
Europe he was a slave. He was bought 
and sold with the land. He wore one 
garment. if you would call it a garment. 
His food was of the coarsest. He had 
no luxuries. 

" But gradually the light began to 
dawn in the minds of those toilers, and 
thf.? organised themsPlves into guilds and 
trade unions and they met in the forests 
and waste places and formed their unions. 

" They were sent to gaol and died on the 
gallows fighting for liberty; fighting for 
better food, for better clothing. shorter 
hours, for something to drink, for some 
little of the luxuries which the rich had 
always claimed for themselves, and you, 
the poor man of to-day, you have pro­
fited by the brave fight your ancestors 
made in the years gone by. 

" The world's goal is liberty. There is 
.10 other way. It has never yet had real 
liberty. It has never had enough. It 
has never had very much. 

"What we are hoping for and dream· 
ing of is that real liberty will some clay 
{·ome to this old world of ours. If you 

look at the history of the human race, 
look at its progress in the past, slow 
and difficult, but still on the whole going 
onward and onward; if you look away 
back to where man first began, and it 
looked very hopeless, and look at the 
world now and you think he has a good 
deal. 

" Every step is -marked with blood. It 
shows the toils and troubles of the human 
race. and yet through all the world ha~ 
gone on, moving upward, and every step 
has led by one hope and one dream. 
and that is the hope and dream of 
liberty, the clean >t to the hearts of men." 

Those principles were initiated in the first 
Labour platform; and from that time-from 
the time when Labour \\'as downtroclclen­
th•. movement has gone forward. \Ve have 
had our setbacks; but I can assure hon. 
members oppositn that the flag of Labour 
will fly over this country again after the 
next election. Every unit of the movement 
\Yhich calls itself the Labour movement of 
Queensland has taken cognisance of the 
failure at the last elections, which was 
brought about by many causes. For example, 
many people who had knoc,-n no other condi­
tions than the good conditions provided by 
i-h0 Labour Government could not contem­
plate what was in store for th<'m when the 
~a.tionnlists were returned t.o po\Ycr. Th,-· 
Labour Gm·crnmcnt have been criticised 
regarding the unemploym cnt question; but 
it is sad. although true. that unemployment 
has inc-rcn.scc1 i.nmt?t <'h- si:~c8 ho11. mcrnL ·r~ 
opposite becan1 ~ the GOvcnnnent. 

At any rate, the men who worked during 
the fou rtcen years of the Labour Govern­
nJent's re';ime earned good wages. It was 
the first time that thousands of 'them had 
had the• opportunity to enjoy lifE', and Labour 
desires the working classes to enjoy life. 
It """' the rn' t time hundreds had t.he opp01·· 
tunity of enjoying good home,. In _the 
.,-ords of the noet. it was the first t1me 
" they w:umecl- their hands at the fires of 
life.'' Not only have the Government half· 
starved the people: not only have they 
broken them phy:,ically by inflicting hard­
ships upon them; but, worst of all, they 
have broken the morale of these men; and, 
wh"n :vou break the spirit of the working 
man, it is 1,000 per cent. worse than break· 
ing his heart or breaking him physically. 
The Go,-ernment have clone things that will 
he remembered against them when they go 
to the country. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You arc on the sob stuff now. 

Mr. BARBER: This is not sob stuff; it 
is hard stuff; and the hon. gentleman cannot 
break it down into any solution that he can 
swallow. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What do you know 
about ha1·d stuff? 

Mr. BARBER: I know quite a lot about 
hard stuff. In Bunclaberg we brew tho 
hardest stuff brewed in Australia; it would 
kill at 1,000 yards. That is the kind of 
hard stuff that we turn out there. (Laugh­
ter.) I can say one good thing for the 
present Government, and only one, and that 
is that they have carried out to the full the 
dictates of their masters. But they have not 
carried it out in a humanitarian spirit. T~ey 
have not carried it out in a spirit of chanty. 
Labour has never asked for charity. What 

ll1 r. Barber.] 
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has been done has been done because the 
Government had the power to do it. It is 
part of the system that returned the N ationa­
lists to power. 

Let me quat:, a Yerse from the poem, 
"The \Vhecls of tho Sy~tem," written by 
the l~tte Essex EYans :-

" Where is God whilst all around us 
sound the jarring of the wheels, 

Where the cry of human anguish star­
ward through the glory steals? 

¥Voe to him who slips or falters whilst 
the wheels are moving on, 

vVoe to him who stays to breathe when 
the goal is nearly won. 

There they lie, and lie for ever, over 
rrhom the wheels have gone." 

About 1894 o:· 1895, ncy old friend, the 
ho-1. member for \Yarrcgo, when I fir·,t 
knt < hirn i11 the Labour n1ovc1nent in "'lie~ 
toria, wr'"lle a poem, •· The Christs of 
Trade," in somewhat tl· same spirit. T~at 
poe_n_1 11·. ; ba.·h d on n ry he at-breaking 
n~c-cent;::;. ~\ lYH dJCT nnd LYO gro';,n-up 
dau ht r:-:; died of ;;:tn:vation. ncL v,hr:a 
the ecrc l:t'r's inquc·t had ':cn1 held and the 
inforHiaL~ :1 r nling th~ circuinstar..~·e:., 
undur which tll( e three HlJCOl ha cl d1r ,l 
v; 1s macf:-, k. O\;n through the press. the: 
'.·.lto1n of Ht(' l...!.t:1tc of \'i( Loria, at any ratP: 
~)rC't! ndcd to :-:;Loekcd. It i..- on that s·~td 
iL :!der:.t that hor:. n1_'ln1:cr 1JJ~.Pd that 
JiOl''i 

Th(• ,, 1 .,)]t; h _'nd of tl1c' lF·)·i lation of thE: 
JH ·-~t CO\ nnnf'nt i.i sed on tln? pz:: .~_er 
nf ukH. Tl!cY hrr '- '' out the <bc·-
1 _t:,s of th jr nlots1·er~. anr1 thf' v,-orking da~3 
rccog_n1-::e~ 

was Ill 

,complaiucd 
for them. 

tl •t fac-:. E-.-c_l "\Yhr·l L.abour 
of the working people 

we~ wz're ot doi~2g onougl1 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PrBLIC IxSTRUCTIOX : 
That l,/Q:', 1-vh.v tbt _\- pur yoa out. 

:Ylr. BATIBl~I--:. : The lc:-;'son tl~l'Y haYc h·td 
11as been taken to hc-nrt. -y..,.~hcn "\VC' con­
sider the eutlin··· clo·.·n of h. per heul per 
-,_ eck for r hiL:h·cp, p:tyicg fo~· one h'ss 
'.,:lJC'l'r pr thre<> nr fou~· had h'C1~ 
paicl fo1·J ., aholltiou of awar which 
ha Ye put \Yorkt•1:; into the h._·nd~ 
of the UJhc:. :pule us cn1ploycr. i-:- r..ot cYi-
Ucnt that t !~0 U ovcrnrnL•nt ha Ye clotH' all 
thr-c thinp;, on the b·-is that pm:er is might. 
I s11a1l cpwL• i11;:- fol!o\vin~~- \~~OI'd:" :-
~' ::\'ju}Jt -T·i.~S TI12'ht \Vhnn Chri:'".t "\Y":::. 

-- a hr-ngr'd 
BCcSide the Jord n's Lar:1: 

:Might was Right : Uracd ", Ll< 1 
Upon the steps t·.:. Pornc.'' 

The go:5pel initiated forj-~· c~;,· i~ft:: .Years n.go, 
so far as Labour prir:c:plc- n' concclnl·{L 
'"tands 03 firm to-dnr- a< it did in tho-'e 
old clays when the tabour n10Y _nlPnt 1-\'[Lb 

born and organised-

" And J\Iight w1s Right wl:cu D·nlou fell. 
\Vhcn En1met p L~sed a\Yay-~-

"Tis t1F~ logk of th0 Ancient \YorlJ. and 
The Gospd of to-· y." 

Ivir. CL.\YTOX: VYhat abnnt •iu:~·ing n litt~(' 
hyinn? -

Mr. BARBER : The lwn. member c n i :g 
his , .. Te Deuin" lat0r on. \Ye arc all pre­
pared to admit that the wol'ld has bcL•n 
p_assing, .and is pas:-:::ng. thrnugl1 Ycry tryin_) 
tunes. \Ve all admit tha>· tilP·c cliffic;!lt 
times could have bf ,-n n~ore bun1an.:-h· 
handled by the present Government. · 

[.lh-. Barber. 

I repe-l that we ull admit thar -,e h:1ve 
brcn pa~sillg through ~Olne very ~ryin1 tirnes; 
but this is not the first occasjon v;hc1, indus­
triallv a .. d otherwis,·. the ,,_-or!d has passed 
throt;g·h such catacly--ms. I do not like to 
suQ·b·cst that it is such a tin1e as in 1883. 
when I first listened to such leaders of the 
Labour movcn1cnt ns Jchn Burns. Ton1 :J..iann, 
Ben Til!ctt. and me:> of thct type, r•·hen 
thev acUrcsscd a cmwd of 40,000 <'mnlo•··•es 
in 'England. Times rhen were har-d: The 
pco;ole "-ho then led ~he Labour mor-cmcnr 

the wor!nng da s: but amongst 
lhere ···as net .1 of 1 r cc•nt. 

"\Yho h c1 a goc,d l'>)rd to ay for I 
remember that, "·hen that gr at of 

people di.;per::-;,,-1 on that n1 '.:.lorable 
the hug·e Lo:1don poliC'o·nf'n on 
knew the dire hardships and star­

Y .,tion ,nd ~trugglcs that thost' lll~'n and 
their farnili ~ wen~ gc :ng through, dicl 110t 

rai· 'J a Fit.gle hand wht::n rhey diY1ded ri;_;ht 
and l· (.'t -ill one of the 111ain strcpt:... rr ~d 
forced their rYay thi'OClgh the windJ-c.; of the 
shops and hclpc-1 them,elvc·. Those polic"­
rncn reeognic ~d the suffci·in~~ and the bJ-rd­
, h~ps that tho~e 1wopl(' 1 .. cn~ goinr; through, 
a,~_J th' v 1npathl'l,_ d \. ith the111. I mu 
re11indccl of that great. IIL'!1 of the 
London slu.n1s. Cardinal ~1a.lning, \vho 
Cl"",Ull( lt1h•·l. th" nlCill()l'c blc priLc~pll' that 
" T--Iun~; r knoT-s no la\v ., ; anJ· if. -iu the' 
l ~g cit-;es of Au:-i'ralja, as in othPr citit;3 of 
the world, pcopL' v,ho WPre h~·.ng·;·y t'"lok 
t'he law into their own hand~ ar;.J helped 
thr~rn cl....-r . I, for o~e, \Youtd rot s1y tlH'Hl 
Lay. Th2.t 1nav b a. rrvo1utionar rerrwrlc 
but I rnran f '-ry vvPrd I ~ay. 

The SE·n;L.\PY ,-oR R.HL\'..AYS: \\'hat if they 
wanted a leader? 

Mr. BARBEll: If thPv want a leadu. call 
on "l\umbcr 1." I dO r::.ot want to be a 
policen1an 011 a big hor'3c charging tl::rou;-h 
a crowd like th •t. It app<mrs t'o me that 
one section of the con1111Unity i_: ahvay;;; pre­
)Hred to w _•cp erccodile tear' over the other 
section, and to cppcal to them-that io,, to 
th0 '.Yorker3 of Queensland and _\Lt."t'ralia. 
gerL' __ lly-to be Ycry k1nd and considPrate 
and ttlrcfnl of the:: n1or 0vecl class-tb:, kind 
of whom ·,, c hca1·d '· st;rdav and the dav 
beforc-·eomc cf lhet;l with oyer £1.000.000 
in bond.-:. ·who still refuse to con-;;ert, he ·auso 
they 'aw the opportunity of holding on to 
the high rates cf inter~ st they y .::re e:1joying 
by blc: ding the \YOrh:er;; and the peorl=~ 
generally. 

A few monllu rrg·o I met one of these 
patriots-a fairly \VPalthy n1an. who uGed to 
be a memhcr of this A>iscmbl:v. I said, 
" "'\Yhu t n re vou dc>ing for a cru:::.t ? " He 
replied. " Barber. I arn ; patriot." I sai·d, 
" Do "~-on knOi"'i.~ San1 Johnson's definition 
of ' patrir;(»: n ' i~ • t},,~ lai't r0fuge of a 
~cOll'~cli. Pl '·." Fie :;aid. "You Ina•,? think 
ro. bnt I do JH \~ lla ve I l>ot as big a right 
t ' cali myself a patriot as So and So of 
Syd!Jey. 1vho sold out :, t a boom price during 
the war Jleriocl and ]Ut over £1,00'1.000 into 
Contnlon\' _aith bond ? E"";en section of 
t:_(' c,lpito1i.;t}c nre'·'i hron1ed hiL.1 as a 
1 'ltriot.'' ~\lot o£ <:c.codilc tears have been 
si<Pcl oyu· lL wea.]thy be ,dholdcrs. Even 
iht.~"hon. rnon1:_.cr for ToornlJul tht: other night 
,~.-t-:·kcd llims('lf np into a frenzy-characteris­
tic of a. nfahomt~dan Ltnatic-'ovcr the woes 
f1'1d sn.:f 1·in~:~ o~ the Bank of. England anJ 
other big banking institutiom. He held 
tln.t. thev W"'re sn<red--that tltev conld not 
h• tonchccl or criticised. He· helcl them 
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to be eo eacred that no one should make any 
remark al:"><t them The Bank of Enghnd 
has not "'lv:aYs been the backbone of the 
British Empit:e. It has failed about .seven­
teen ti.rr:.c , a n.-.1 cannot be regarded as an 
infallible institution even in the hour of 
the countr ;'s need. ::\lost of the great wars 
that h. ve 'occurred have been caused QY the 
po ,-,er of the c.1.pitalistic group of the world. 
Let me quote from " Guises of Capital­
isLl ''-

" The money power ga.rbs itself in 
n1ilitarifirn nat~onalisrn, sectaria.nism, 
.. :1d rrll ;he other hypocritical guises 
\Yhiclt capitaliem finds useful to its pur­
po.c . Thee. serYe as pretexts . to 
hatreds. Th··se are the bulwark behmd 
which capitali :m gorges and digests in 
security.'' 

·I could q~oie quite a ~umber of _other men 
who during past .centurres have g1ven utter­
ance to sorrw-,.y_hat the same sentirnent to 
which t:w ·adherents of the Labour move­
ment haYe . gin•n utterance. Take the 
remarks of vV. J. Bryan, made at a huge 
n:•teption given to him in New York in 
1906. He said-

" Plutocracy is more despotic than 
monarchv; more insolent thacn aristoc­
racv; m'Ore selfish than bureaucracy. It 
acc~rmulates by conscious fraud -more 
money than it can use, and denounces as 
public enemies all who question it<> 
methods or throw a light upon its 
crimes.'' 

There is a mountain of truth in those 
remarks. He further said-

" All undert<Lkings in the field of 
i"d ustry arc now dependent upon the 
consent of the banker. The Stock Ex­
change act.i vi ties of the banks are be cam· 
ing more and more the controlling force 
in C\ :.::rv den<Lrbncnt of economic life. 
Modem capitalism is the child of monev 
lending. Money lending contains the 
root idea of capiblism. In money lend­
ing there is no thought of production. 
In monov lend~ng economic activitv has ·. " no n1C'an1n.sr. 

In my opinion, Labour and democracy 
require a rallying cry. If the commercial 
vendetta, which I referred to just now, and 
which has been in evidence during the three 
S8f\.;"-iD118 the Jll"E' ,ent novcrnllH'llt baYe b•cn 
in offke, is not enough to stir the incentive 
in the heart of the working class of Queens­
land, then nothing will stir them. Times 
were w!wn the act interfering with a fellow 
worker stirred the crowd to enthusiasm. To 
a large extent the Government have taken 
away all the safeguards that were built up 
in the interests of the worker during the 
period Labour was in office. 

Mr. BLACKLEY: They have simply knocked 
down the barriers. 

Mr. BARBER: I say you have destroyed 
them. The Government have not been con­
tent with destroying those safeguards, which 
were part of the superstructure, but they 
have attempted to spoil and undermine even 
the foundation of Labour legislation. The 
foundation of Labour sentiments and Labour 
principles are imbedded in the hearts of the 
people who toil and moil and slave in the 
world to-day. The Government may succeed 
in sweeping away some of the superstructure 
erected by the Labour Government, but they 
will not succeed in injuring the foundations 

which were laid in the past by the great 
Jeaders of Labour. 

Mr. BLACKLEY interjected. 
:Mr. BARBER: There was a time when 

the hon. member for Maryborough was 
loudest in his denunciation of the despoilers 
of Labour. He was one of the strongest 
supporters of the sentiments I am expres§ing 
and in denunciation of those people he 
associates himself with to-day. We all know 
his doom. We all know that since the last 
by-election when he was elected he has been 
rushing to his doom. There is no escape for 
him. The hon. member for Maryborough, 
like at least 50 per cent. of the Government 
Party, will at the next election be caught 
between a Saharan desert sirocco and an 
Arctic blizzard, and will be swept into 
oblivion the same as the Den.ham Govern­
ment W',re in 1915. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W H. Barnos, 
1Vynnum) [3.19]: The speeches delivered by 
hon. members opposite have indicated to a 
very great extent that they have failed 
to realise the importance of the position. 
I do not know that I have ever listened 
to speeches which have failed, and failed at 
nearly every turn, to admit the existence 
of the present financial crisis. They have 
failed to realise their responsibility as mem­
bers of this Parliament; and, in addition to 
that, have done things which have brought 
the greatest discredit upon themselves and 
upon th.is Parliament. 

I want for a moment to r ·.fer to the speech 
of the J~on, member for G re gory. A great 
part of that speech, coming from the front 
Opposition bench, was not only a disgrace 
to the Opposition, but certainly a disgrace 
to .the hon .. member who uttered it. If 
there was one thing more than another that 
characterised that speech in one particular 
-direction it was this: There might ha Ye been 
1vritton across th'"t speech in the Ja,·gest 
lette.rs pos,,ible the word "Coward." 'What 
di{.l the ban. member do? He sailed round 
,gnd round certain 1nattcrs, a..:.Ld, using certain 
pb·asPs, by infcr~nce tried to make it. clear 
that the Premier had been a party to some­
thing which was di,honourable. When he 
''as challenged to say what he meant, he 
showed that he vvas an absolute cov;,Tard. 

11r. Por.LC'CK: Do you need a:ny help from 
me, Mr. ::'vfaxwcll? · 

The TEliH'ORARY CHAI.R~Il'AK: Order! 
I would like to draw the Treasurer's atten­
tion to th~ fact that. the word: which he has 
jLJ-st used is unparli;:;nH2.1t.arv, and I ask that 
lw withdraw it. ' 

Tho TREASURER: I Kithdraw the word 
" coward " ; but it is certain that the hon. 
member fRiled to the utmost extent to ar ''P' 
the challenge which was made. The hou. 
member was not game--

]\lr. POLLOCK: You are an old Methodist. 
The TE::'viPORARY CIJAIIUIA=": Ord •r ~ 

The TR:C A SURER: I am saying ,, hat is 
true. The hon. member was afraid to ac::cpt 
the challen3'o. I cannot understand a man, 
under the guise of privilc•ge, making the 
statements and inferences which he did and 
then being ashamed to come into the open. 

',Ir. POLLOCK: I'll get you a gluss of milk 
directly. 

The TEMPORARY CH.\IRMAN: Order: 
The TREASURER: The hon. mewber 

praYed himself s1nall in tlw attitude \Y.hich 

Ifon. 11'. If. Barnes.] 
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he has taken. I say to him that, as a 
member of this Assembly-(Opposition inter­
jections)--

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I remind hon. members that I have calh'd 
"' Order! " on sev0ral occc :;ions since the 
'l'reasurer commenced to speak. I want hon. 
members to understand that, during the time 
the Treasurer is spcctking, I shall insist upon 
order being maintained. 

The TREASURER: If the hon. member 
believes certain things, why has ho not the 
courage to say those things in the open, 
where he can be challenged'? It is perfectly 
certain that, whatever his constitution may 
or ma · not be. he fails sometimes to show 
that ~anliness which should be shown by a 
gentle1nan. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You told Kidston that he 
was drummed out· of Falkirk; yet you 
accepted office in his Cabinet. 

The TREASURER: Yes; and I was 
exceedingly sorry for saying it, and said so 
from public platforms on several occasions. 

Mr. POLLOCK: But you didn't withdraw it. 

The TREASURER : Whilst I was in the 
late Mr. Kidston's Cabinet I did my job, 
and I did it with his full confidence; but the 
hon. member is now seeking to sidetrack me 
because he was not manly enough to go out 
and say that certain things have been done 
by the Government. The hon. member made 
use of ;1 phrase of mine when he said, "If 
I could tell you all I know." 

The hon. member said, "If I could tell 
all I knew." 'Why is he not game enough 
to tell all h' kno\\·J? I want to thr·ow 
back rio·ht in hi,, face that statement, and 
I a;k him ,,},... not tell all he knows? \Yhy 
not be man "enough to toll all hu kno\\s, 
inste Jd of sidetracking and doing something 
to try to dishonour Le namc1 and char cctcr 
of a man ,,, hose character is such that it 
cannot be R".sailcd to anv extent even by 
the -hon, n10H1bcr for Grtigory? 

JI,L. POLLOCK : Is this t 110 end of the 
2ern1cn, O'L· a1·c v.·e to get m,ore? 

The TRE.~S URER : It will take a lot of 
scrnto11s to in1prDve the ho11. 1nen1bcr. Tho 
hon. member tried to make it appear tlut 
the Trlas·ur- wr:~s tlofunct. The Hon. mmn­
Ler frequcn"tly 1nake;-:; sLatcrnents. that a~<::' 
damaging to Qucon' land. He sa1d we d1u 
not ha vc £1 in tlw Trca sury. On the 12th 
of this n1oLth we had a credit balance of 
£1,400,0l!J in Bribbane; yet we have a lead­
ing man on the front Opposition bench 
sa: .. ng that we did nee h ve £1 ! How can 
v ... ·e a statcn1ent fron1. an hon. men1ber 
like ? 

ldr. POLLOCK: 
£9,0{)0,000. 

That 1s the last of 

The TRB .... \SUHER: Tha~ i::: not corrccL 
\\'c hu1 not £9,000,000, and had uot 
£5,0CJJ-100. noth '"'r hon. said 'iYO 

h• cl £9,000,000. I say it is not conect. We 
riicl llut ha vu £ii,COO,OCO; and I want to sac 
further th -~r. vd1cn the Labour GoYcrnmcnt 
crt~~lc into oflice in 1915, 1:hen the rev: ~lues 

rnuch than thcv arc to-daY. 
th"y nothing, but, propo"r~ 

ha--~, 

implied that the Pn. 
a statement that was not correct. 

rnac~e no statclllcnt that \Y...ts 
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not corre.:t. In that connection lLL rnB 
quote from page 7 of the Auditor-GeiW!·cl'; 
report for the vear 1930. It is ncrfectl. cpr­
tain that, v,·hatCver cash there utay hav; b~.-< a 
on hand at th:,t date, it v;as at least 1 
by the st;ctemdlt whi h was' made 
Auditor-Ge11e1'al. He says-

" The improycmcnt in tho net balance 
of the trust accounts is more apparent 
than r<: 1l, as this result was achieved 
by Y·Titing off to loan account tho m·er­
clrafts of the undermention,,d trust 
.accounts-

£ 8. d. 
Chillagoc State smelter• 61!...122 15 5 
),fount Mu!ligan State 

coal miile 89,412 16 6 
Slate Ent<:rprise t--

Statc stations . 252,966 14 0 

Total ... £967,502 5 11 
'.' The Trea,ury lnd no option but to 

wnte off the-,-· overdrafts, although it is 
unsound finance to rharge the losses to 
loan fund. However, in view of the 
ver.< heavy deficit for the year, it would 
appear thJt con J!idatccl revenue could 
not carry the burden. Had these lo· ''e" 
been d:argecl to consolidated revenue, 
the deficit would have boon increased to 
th~ ext0~t of such ~har~e, and it is 
m·Jdcnt tnat the defie1t Will have to be 
md by the raising of a loan." 

Mr. vV. FORG.\N SMITH: No 'Jne is con­
tradicting that. 

The TREASURER : When the Prerdier 
n1adc refcr:-nce to it la>:.t night, he wu.s 
clnllcnged. 

M:r. IV. FORG eN SMITH: He. was challenged 
as to the n"t cash balance. (Interruption.) 

The TEMPORARY CIIAIRMA:\': Order! 
Order! 

The TREASURER: Whatever ma? be said 
by t~e other side, or \vhatcvcr -~ta~c the 
c~sh balance w~s in, those arc the figures. 
v\ hen the P~onnor gave thos·l figures, he did 
not do ;,n::tmng that was wrong. 

Mr. vV. FORG.m S}IITH: " Cooked " 
figures! 

The TEMPOR;U~ Y CHAIR;\IA::'\: Order ! 
I ask j;ho hon. member to withdraw that 
statement. 

Hr. vY. FORG,\X S:mT"I: The figures that 
·were quoted last night \tere incorrect; the:, 
Vt' _re not " cooked." 

The TE:iHPORARY C.ilAIR:11 \i'\: Order! 
I ask the hon. gentleman to "ithdraw. 

Mr. V'\'. FoRGA.N o.diTH: Then I sav they 
were C" rcfully sclectced. · 

1

l'hc T_REASGI:ER: The hon. n1unber 
lTill8t "'.Vit~ldl'u'i\~. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I will say they 
were not "cooked "-they were "Taw." 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I want 
the hon. member to withdraw. 

Mr. W. FORGAN SMITH: Withdraw what? 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
statement tk hon. member made, 

l\llr. W. FORGAN SMITH: I have withdrawn 
it-I have said they were raw. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member ha-> not withdrawn the state­
ment, and I ask him to withdraw it. 

Mr. W. FoRGAN SMITH: I have withdrawn. 
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The TEMPORARY CHAIR;\1A::\ : Tho 
hon. member has not withdra\rn. 

Mr. \V. FORGAN SMITH: I have withdrawn 
it thrc: tinH>. 

The TE:MPORARY CHAIRiYL\S: If the 
hon. memLcr c ays he will withdraw the 
statement, I will accept that. 

Mr. \V. FORGAN SmTH: I have withdrawn 
it. 

The TE:MPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. :nomber has not withdrawn it. He is 
an old parliamentarian, and has been Chair­
man of Committees and an ex-Minister of 
the Crown, and he knows he has not complied 
with parliamentary procedure until he says: 
"I withdraw the statement." 

Mr. \V. FORGAN S:>IITH: I withdraw, l\ir. 
Maxwcll. I also ri:·e to a point of order. 

I would draw your attention to the fact 
that, while the hon. member for Bundaberg 
y, as spf;rtking, very insulting references were 
made to him. I would suggest that you take 
note of those things, Mr. Maxwell. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA:'\: : I would 
point out to the hon. member that, as Leader 
.of a party, it is his duty to assist the Chair­
man of Committees or the Speaker to main­
tain order. He knows how impossible it is 
for the rhairman to hear everything that is 
passing; and it is his duty and function 
to draw attention to Etatements which he 
thinks are not in order. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: The Treasurer cannot get 
away with his Budget in that way. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I must 
ask the hon. member for Cairns to with­
draw that statement. He has made a remark 
about the chair which I strongly resent. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I did not make anv state-
ment about C'Oll. • 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I heard 
the hon. member. He said: "You cannot 
get away · · ith that statement." 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I cannot withdraw it, as 
I never made it. I said: "The Treasurer 
cannot get away with his Budget in that 
way." 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Do I 
understand that the hon. member for Cairns 
did not refer to the Chairman? 

Mr. O'KEEFE: You do understand that, if 
you understand anything. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask 
the hon. member to withdraw that state­
ment, which is one that I strongly resent 
.and object to as Ghairmanc 

Mr. O'KEEFE: What is it? 

TLe TE:\IPORARY CHAIRMAN: That, 
if I understand anything, I understand that. 
I want the hon. member to withdraw that 
statement. He is pl ,cing the Chairman in a 
position \Yhich is not right, and I shall 
certainly have to name him if he does not 
withdraw. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Anything you desire me to 
withdraw I gladly '.cithdraw. Will that coYer 
it? 

The TEMPORARY CH"URMAN: I will 
not have it withdrawn in that way. The 
hon. member must withdraw unconditionally. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: I withdraw. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: In 
regard to the statement made by the Leader 
of the Opposition, he, as Leader of the 

party, if he heard something, knows full 
well, as he has occupied the position of 
Chairman of Committees, that it is impos­
sible in the din which has existed this after­
noon to hear all that is said. If he had 
drav.n my attention to anything that was 
not right, I certainly would have called the 
attention of any hon. member to it as being 
unparliamentar·y. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Mr. Maxwell, I rise to a 
point of order. I want to draw your atten­
tion to the fact that most of the statements 
made from this side are somehow or other 
heard by the Chairman. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : I ask 
the hon. member for Gregory to withdraw 
that. statement. . He is making a charge 
agam-t the Chairman of showmg partialitv. 
I resent it verc· much, and ask him to with­
draw it. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: I will certainly withdraw. 

The TREAS1JRF:R : Hon. members on the 
other side have criticised us, and said that 
we have failed to face the position. That is 
absolutely incorrect, because, as a matter of 
fact, we were twelve months in advance of 
the other States in tackling it. I notice 
that one hon. member at least has said that 
we made a promise that the Budget could 
b, balanced in twelve months. That promise 
"-as n,_ vcr made ; and, as a n1atter of fact 
it cannot be balanced in twelve months: 
Everycue m1'"t have been conscious of that 
fact, and rr1ust knov,r that it 'vas not 
intended to balance it in lees than three 
years. lion. members oppo.ite should realise 
that Qucc•mland is the best St:tte financially; 
lmt evidently they fail to realise their rrspon­
sibiliti s to Queensland. (Opposition inter­
jections.) The Leader of the Opposition 
t~lks about c·,ponditure. On the one hand 
he sa:y_;;, "\Vhy do you not spe:< .. d ?" and on 
the other. "·why do you spend?'' The 
lead,·r of the Opposition has forgotten that 
there are rnattcys-eY'.!n pcTson:;.l n1atters, 
f'uch as his trip to ~ew Zealand-;,vhich show 
that in that re,ard he did not play the 
ganr<~ when he l.'. as in offic -~· 

:\Ir. \V. FoHGAN S 11TH: Is that parlia-
mentary, Mr. Jl.la:;:v ell·? 

:VIr. KENXY: He is only a big baby. 

The TEl'IIPORAHY CHAIRMAN: Order! 

The TREASURER: Under tho present 
circumstanC0E3 what was the Treasurer to do? 
The <a use of Qucrnsland's trouble is bad 
expconditurc b:· the Government whose place 
-,.c had to take. Let me go briefly over the 
figurc·s already given in this Chamber, but 
put them in another form. In 1914°15 the 
receipts fron1 inco:ne ta";: were £517,273; 
Y:hcn hon. 1.n0mbers opposite \Vent out of 

~lw had in,~rcaseU to £2.750.514. Let 
nw · their attention to the fact that 
they increasrd during that period by 433 
per cent. They h"d lo ~clod the c-'>untry 
to f u-h all extent that tocda-.-, as the result 
of their e:.:penditure, the inte1·e.'t burden is 
bearilll! t 11e people down. Thec.-c hi,rh finan· 
cien O\'er £4,000,000 in Stat~ cntcrnrisc·s. 
ThPse finan"jers. !n o:·rler to balance 
their took from loau acco"nt £220,000 
t0 pay 

i\Ir. PE.\ E: You took £5~0,000. 

Th 
that. 

TRE~\SURER.: \Ye arc 
Then they criticise us. 

Hon. W. 
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they were behind in their Budget. 
:'·ears cd of fourteen they failed to 

balance it. If hon. members want to go 
back, let 110 rc,nind them that I had the 
honour of being a :\Iinister from 1907 till 
1915, and every y0ar we had a surplus. Hon. 
)::nembns do not like the truth. 

1\lr. PE\Sc: You do not give us the truth. 

The TRE.~SCREH: These aro absolute 
facts. 

:\lr. PEASE: \Vhat was the cash balance 
\Y hen you took cffice? 

The TRE"',Sl:RER: It was between 
£4,('"10.000 and £5,GO·l,OOO-nearor £4,000,000 
th.·n £5.000,000 .. 

1\fr. !'EASE: That is incorrect. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
will ha ,-c an opportunity of correcting me 
if I arn wrong. 

?.[r . .PnsE: I will not. 

The TREASl.'RER: After we came into 
oGee the a1nount received fron1 jncorne tax 
decreased. In 1930-31 th, · amount received 
was £2.556,050-only 394 per cent. over the 
income tax of 1914-15. I could go on quot­
ing figures to show the high financing of 
hon. members opposite. 

Vv~ e are told bv hon. members opposite 
of their love for the workers. and that thev 
have ncYel" done anything to injure the 
v. orkers. How could thev do anvtl>ing to 
hurt the workers? Perish the thought! I 
haYc before me a lidt of the wage reducers 
at the 1923 Ernu Park I1abour Convention, as 
publishd in the "Railwn,y Advocate" of lOth 
Septe·nbLr. 1924. These are the people who 
would .not reduce wages-

" ,J. 2\iullan. T. \.Yilson. G. Pollock." 
That mav be another 1\'Ir. Pollock, not the 
hon. n1er:nher for Gn~gor:v-

" T. Foley, IV. F. Smith." 

That might be the Leader of the 0]Jposi-
tion-

"A. J. Joncs. V. Winstanlev, G. 
Barber." 

These are the men who to-day say that thcv 
would not do anvthing of the kind; but 
thrJy are doing it a.t every turn. 

Mr. POLLC•;K: Mr. Maxwell. I rise to a 
point of order. 1t has already been--

IVfr. CoOPER: rrhc ':rrea~urer is a liar. 

The TE?.IPOR.\RY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Did I understand the hon. member for 
13rc1nl'-r t~> 6-H that tl1o Trea:urer \Vas a 
liar? 

Mr. COOPER: Y cs. I did 

The TEMPORAllY CHAIRl\lAX: I ask 
the hon. member to cithdraw the word. 

Mr. CJOPER: I cu trriulv withdraw it. 

The TEMPOH..\RY CHAIRMAN: I 
should like to re mine! hon. members that. if 
that kind of langn ~:e is persisted in while 
I am in the chair. I sh Jl demand not onlv 
a withdrawal, but rrn apology. I am en­
deaYonrin.o; to the t ,t of my a.bilitv to 
co-Olll'rate vvlth all hon. m·ernbers, and I 
ask thern to condu t th(.::-nl:-,•lves in a manner 
befittinp; this Assemblv. 

~/Ir. Pc SLOCK: ::12r. l\faxwell. I rise to a 
poiJ,t of order. On nrevious occasions meJn­
bers of this party han; explained to the 
Treasnr0r and to other hon. members on 
the ether side that t1;c division liGt from 
which the Treasurer ho s read, purporting 
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to be t;. dtYlSlO~l list ~llo-~Ying that c~rtain 
members of this partv voted in favour of a 
reclnction o£ wages nt Ernu Park, is not such 
a divi'i n list at all. It is a division list 
showin.~r that those who voted for that reso­
lution and are now in this partv voted 
against Parlian1'ent fixing \vages inStra.d of 
the m:ttcr being left to the _\.rbitration 
Court. (Government interruption.) The· 
division ]j/' thn.t th0 rrrc-rsurer has read out 
is a cEvision list f'howing those who favoured 
the Industrial Comt fixing the wageo instead 
o£ the job being left to Parliament. (Go­
vernment interruption.) 

The TEMPOK\RY CHAIK\IAN: Order! 
I should like to remind hon. members on 
my right that I have called "Order!'' and 
I i:.sist on that cn,ll being obeyed. 

:1rr. PoLLOCK: Hy point of order i;; this: 
Having made that explanation again, I insist 
that you see that the Treasurer accepts our 
denial. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: There 
is no point of order. 

Mr. POLLOCK: Oh! 

The TE:YIPORARY CHAIRMAN: Hon. 
members will have an opportunity on another 
occasion of cont:a,-:irting a statement that 
n1~y be made by anot:Jcr hon. rnember. 

l\fr. I'OLLOCK: 1Ir. 'Yinx\.-ell, the Standing 
Orders of th;s Recuse provide that, if an 
hon. memb c take-. c•;ception to a statement 
which is offensive-and this is offcnsiYe to. 
every hon. 1nernbcr o.L this side--

1\1r. BEDFOllD: Because it is untrue. 
~Ir. Por.LO~ K: Then his ct•ni~d 1nu~t bf"-

f!CC'·..::pted. ~~OU, I\Jr. ~faX\YCll, lllUSt kr..O\V 
that. 

:'.fl-. BLAC](LEY: It is a fact. 
:'.fr. PoLLorx: \'.~ith all due respect to you. 

J\oir. ::\Iaxwell, I i!isist on my point of order 
-that the statt mcnt is offensive, and that 
our denial must be accepted. \Ve deny tha~ 
statement. 

'l'hc TE::\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: Order l 
I ha,-c already giv,:n my ruling on the point; 
of order. 

Mr. FOLEY: Mr. Maxwcll--
J'.lr. BEDFORD: Then, if the saint repeats, 

he will be treated in an unsaintly v. ay. 

:Mr. DcXLOP: ~.lr. Maxwell, I rise to a. 
point of order. The hon. member for 
Gregory raised a point of m·der on the state­
ment made by the Treasurer. As one who­
voted for the resolution, I say that the 
Treasurer is absolutely correct. 

Mr. FOLEY: ~Jr. Maxwell, I rise to object 
strongly to the Treasurer falsifying-deliber~ 
atcly falsifying-a statement. I deny his 
statement v;ith respect to me; and I ask 
that you .:lirect that he accept my denial. 
other.;;,ise I shall call him a deliberat·e and 
n1alicious li-.:r. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I call upon tho hon. member for Leichhardt 
tv withdraw the statement he has just made. 

:>ir. FoLEY: I withdraw, :•Jr. Maxwell; 
but I flsk you to compel the Tre~surer to· 
~,yithdrnw his ~t.ntPmcr:t'. 

}Ir. BRrcE: 1Vlr. 1daxwel1, I rise to a po:nt 
of order. 

The TEJ\fPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order r 
Does the hon. member for Leichhardt with­
draw? 

~.1r. FoLEY: I have done so. 
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The TE:\lPORARY CHAIR:1L-\)J: ::\Ir. 
Bruce. 

::\lr. BRUCE: The hon. member for Rock­
hanlpton faid ihat I rai~ed a quc~tion befoi'C 
the chair. 

::\lr. DcXLOP: I never mentioned your 
nan1e. 
-The TEMPORARY C:tiAIRMA:"-1: The 

Treasurer. 
2\lr. FOLEY: lYir. ::\laxwell, am I to under­

,-tand that the Treasurer has accepted our 
denial'! 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA:\: I 
have already ruled on the point of order 
raised by the hon. member for Gregory. 

2\Ir. FoLEY: If I denv a statement attri­
buted to me bv the Treasurer, has he not to 
ctccept my denial? 

GO\-ERKMENT MEMBERS: Chair ! 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMA::\1 : I 

have already ruled on the point of order 
raised by the ho:1. member for Gregory. 
The hon. member for Leichhardt merc•ly 
raised a similar point of order. 

Mr. POLLOCK: It is the first time in this 
Committee that the denial of an hon. mem­
ber has not been accepted. (Interjections.) 

Mr, W. FORGAN SMITH (Jfackay) [3.48}: 
Mr. Maxwell. I move-

" That. your ruling be disagreed to, 
on the ground that it is in conflict with 
parliamentary practice." 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. W. FORGAK BMITH: Well estab­
lished parliamentary practice lavs it down 
that if any statement made by a· speaker is 
resenbcd by the person to whom it is attri­
buted, then the hon member making the 
;;tatemcnt must accept the denial. That is 
in our Standing Orders as well as in :Vlay's 
" Parliamentarv Practice.'' The Speaker of 
this Parliament has ruled frequently that, if 
a;Jy statement is objected to and denied, 
then that denial must be accepted by the 
speaker. The Chairman of Committees has 
also giYon the same ruling. Those are the 
two permanent Chairmen of this House. 
They arc men who, by virtue of those offices, 
have specialised and endeavoured to make 
th mselves acquainted with parliamentary 
practice in its complete form. I have been 
in this Chamber for upwards of sixteen years. 
ThG point has b:>en tak,,n in eYery Sf's~ion 
of P~rliarn.cnt during th~Lt tin1e, an<:l eyery 
Speaker and every Chairman of Committees 
until to dav has ruled that, if a statement is 
objected to and denied, then that denial 
mmt be e.cceptcd by the maker of the state­
ment. 

I wish to draw your attention to J1Iay's 
" Parliamentary Practice," at page 325-

" The imputation of bad motives, or 
motives different from those acknow­
ledged; misrepresenting the language of 
another, or accusing him, in his turn, 
of misrepresentation; charging him with 
falcohood or deeeit; or contemptuous 01· 

insulting language of any kind-all them 
are unparliamentary, and call for prompt 
interference.'' 

I particularly draw attention to the words 
''the imputation of bad motives, or motiYcs 
different from those acknowledged." The 
Trcamrer made the statement that hon. 
members on this side had voted at Emu Park 
m fayour of a reduction of wages. That is 
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not true. No such Yote ever took place. We 
ha Ye informed the Treasurer, and the hon. 
g·entleman lmmYs, that the division referred 
to was one as to whether Parliament or the 
arbitration tribunal should fix the basic wage 
-an entirely different matter. We deny the 
'ta tement of the Treasurer, and, according 
to parliamentar:,' practice, the ruling has 
always been that the hon. gentleman shall 
accept that denial. You, yourself, Mr. Max­
'"' '1. ha Ye preYiously ruled in favour of that 
r,racticc. 

:\Jr. POLLCJCK ( Gu gory) [3.52]: Standing 
Order 119 states defiaitel~'-

" A member shall not use unbecoming 
or offcnsi vc words in reference to another 
member of the House." 

:Ylr. KELSO : There is nothing offensive 
about that. 

:\h. POLLOCK: There is. To tell an hon. 
member on this side of the Chamber that he 
Yoted for a reduction of wages when he did 
not do so is offensive. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is only 
your version. 

Mr. POLLCJCK: At page 325 of May's 
"Parliamentary Practice," wo find that "the 
imputation of bad motives, or motives 
different from those acknowledged " are 
deplored. It is obvious that the function 
of the Chairman of Committees is to prevent 
anything w·hich can call forth reprisals. It 
must be obvious that, unless the Treasurer 
is compelled to accept the denial of hon. 
members on this side, then we cannot be 
expected to accept t,he denial of an hon. 
member opposite. This matter has particu­
lar force, not only to the present question, 
but to every question that will be raised 
in future in this Committee and in Parlia­
ment itself. I have every desire to obey 
the ruling of the Chairman. I realise that 
there can be onlv one member in control 
of debate; but that member in control of 
debate must give exadiy the same rulings 
to one side of the Chamber as he does to 
another-and I do not say that in any 
offensive spirit, Mr. Maxwdl. It is a good 
thing that hon. members on this side should 
be compolled-aF has always been the case­
to accept the denial of an hon. member on 
that side, and the principle should apply 
equally when hon. members opposite are 
asked to do the same thing. No man can 
preserve order here unless exactly the same 
prim iples are applied to both sides. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
'ThC' hon. member is not in order in accusing 
any Chairman of Committees of partiality. 

-:\lr. POLLOCK: I am not doing that, Mr. 
::>.laxwell; there is nothing further from my 
intention. Mv noint is that everv Chairman 
of Committees: and Mr. Speaker in the 
House. when giving decisions and rulings 
on this question, has decreed that a denial 
of an hon. member must be accepted. In 
this case we denied that the Treasurer is 
telling the truth about this matter. We 
insisted that our denial be accepted. If it 
is right that Mr. Speaker and the Chairman 
of Committees should compel us to accept 
the denials d hon. members on the Govern· 
rnent side, is it not a fair thing that the 
principle should also apply to them? I make 
that statement without anv offence or heat. 
If that is not done. obviously there will be 
di•cord in this Chamber instead of obedience 
to the Chairman's ruling. We want to insist 
on our rig.hts. \Ye have no desire to take 

Mr. Pollock.] 
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a vote on it, and we hope before it gets to 
that stag·o that you, Mr. Maxwell, will realise 
that we are only asking for what we are 
justly entitled to. 

Mr. DU:NLOP (Rockhampto·:) [3.55]: 
Every h01. member will give me credit 
for ~voting ag a1n t any injustice being 
done. I have ah\ ays voted against tho 
"gB n·" because I -do not believe in it; 
and ~'on any n1otion disagreeing with 
the Chairman's ruling, I have used my 
judgment and have voted al!'ainst the Chair­
man and even against the Speaker. I have 
made the statement complained of in this 
Chamber on more than ono occasion, as being 
mv firm conviction, <tnd I am sorry if I 
hurt 'wvone whose name may have been 
mentio!ll?d, if it was not correct. 

Mr. POLLOCK: If :~·ou repeat the sla.nder, 
we will show you no mercy either. 

Mr. DUNLOP : I am a chip of the old 
block, and I ask for mercy from no one 
either individually or collectively. If that 
is a challenge, I am prepared to stand up 
to it from now till the end of the session, 
and on the husting-s when the Labour can­
didate opposes me. I have been fair in every 
shape and form. 

Mr. POLLOCK: You have been on the fence 
all your life. 

Mr. DUNLOP: I never budg-e an inch. 
On 27th August I got up and said that the 
hon. member for Cook wa•; not quoting a 
certain resolution correctly. In justice to 
what took place nt the Emu Park Conven­
tion I maintain that the Treasurer is abso­
lutciv correct. It has been stated time and 
ag-ai!',.; and neither the hon. member for 
Gregory nor others objected on. the floor 
of the House. 'l'he actual vote 1s not con· 
tained in the official record ; but this is the 
actl'al resolution moved at the oonvention, as 
reported in " Hansard " of 27th August this 
year. . 

Mr. POLLOCK : Mr. Maxwell, I riee to a 
point of order. Is the hon. member in order 
iE quoting from " Hansard " of this yrnr? 

The TEMPOR~'\RY CHAIRMAN: The 
hon. member will not be in order in quoting 
the re•olution. 

Mr. DUNI.OP : I can do without " H&n­
sard." In due deference to you, Mr. Max­
well I would point out that Mr. Speaker 
ruled that we could ouote from " Hansard " 
of this year, and it ~has been done. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: From the same debate. 
Mr. DUKLOP: I can do without it. The 

motion was moved by rvfr. Bryan. 
Mr. POLLOCK: ·what was the motion? 
Mr. DUNLOP: The motion was for the 

restoration of the basic wage from £4 to 
£4 5s. per week. 

Mr. POLLOCK : It was not. 
l\Ir. DUNLOP : I will resign my seat if 

the hon. member can refute what I say. Thctt 
is in the official record, and men like Mr. 
Moroney and Mr. Rymer, who were at that 
convention, were not fools. 

Mr. PoLLOCK: Did not l'.1r. Bryan move 
that the wage be restored by Parliament'? 

Mr. DUJ\'LOP: J\'o. 
Mr. PoLLOCK: Yes. 
l'.h. DUXLOP: The hon. member can­

not sidetrack me in that way. The word 
" Parliament " is not in the resolution. The 

[l!fr. PoUock. 

rnoTlon \Yas fol' the ret:toration of the basic 
,., "~ C' from £4 to £.) 5s. 

The TI;',1POHARY CHAIRJ\iA);: Order. 
The her!. n1en1bcr has' exhaust; d his ti1ne. 

Mr. HYNES (1'ozDns1 ille) [4.1]: I desire 
to support tho protest moved by the 
I.rador of the Opposition. ·whether the 
Labour parlia:ncntarjans who attended th~t 
prrrticular function were right o;_· v;,·_t_·ong does 
not enter into the que ,tion at the preSent 
time. The Standing Orders give every hon. 
memb":· cNtain protection; and VIe are only 
, ,king that we shall be given the. protection 
which the Standing Orders gi\ c us. '\\'c say 
that, as hon. lEcmbers' on this side have 
Le en a ccuscd of re-ducing wages, and they 
have g·iven th :ir denial to the Treasurer, 
he sho:1;d accept that denial. I happened to 
be on that division list on the other side. 
Un tlnt oc•c 1sion I thought that Parliament 
should fix the be·· ic wage at £4 5s., and I 
Yotccl for that. Some members of Parlia· 
ntcnt there adduced arguments to the effect 
!hot it W<ts the function of the Industrial 
Court to fix the< basic wage; and that was 
ihe point on which the division was token. 
This i, a slander that h:ts been going on 
for Yery many years; and no one in this 
House ki:ows better than the Treasurer that 
it is a slanderous piece of propaganda. It 
is' an exiraDrdinary position for you, 1\lr. 
:i\Iaxwell, to sav that we shall have a subse­
quent opporturi'ity this session to refute the 
sL tcment made bv the Treasurer. That 
n1cans that, if the rfrcasurer wishc 3 to accuse 
any member of the Opposition of murder. 
h2 will not bo compelled to accept his denial 
that he is a murderer until the Estimates for 
the Justice Department are under discus­
fion. That is a ridiculous position. The 
Treamrer shouL:l be corn pellecl to accept 
the denial of Opposition mCinbers regarding 
the scurrilous and slanderous statement made 
by him to-day. 

Mr. BRUCE (!1, nned:') [4.4]: Mr. 
Maxwdl, the question before the Committee 
is a di.cagreemcnt with your ruling refusing 
to 1nake the Treasurer accept the denial of 
hoh. members on this side. Y csterday, I 
said that the Treasurer had held a Cabinet 
meeting on Sunday and had given a sort of 
aeroplane guarantee, and I had to accept 
his denial. The " Hansard " report reads-

" Mr. ""immo: Mr. Huberts I rise 
to a point of order. Is the hon. 'membe .. 
for K:nnedy in order in saying that the 
Government came to the rescue of t\\·o 
banb when he has already been ·in· 
formed by the Treasurer to the contrary? 

" The Cn.UR}1AN: If the hen. member 
for Kennedy has said anything to the 
effect that the Government gave a 
guarantee to the two banks in question. 
then he must withdraw. 

"j\Ir. Bruce: I said that an aeroplane 
guarantee was given. 

" The Cn.umv.N: That must be with-
dra\Yn." 

I was forced to withdraw because the Trea­
surer denied the statement I made. The 
point then was exactly on all fours with the 
point now before us. As I was made to 
withdraw m:v statement, the Treasurer 
ehould be made to withdraw his. 

Mr. KENNY ((!oak) [4.5]: The Opposition 
are trymg to mrslBad the Committee. vV e 
know quite well that each and every Minister 
in the Government of which the hon member 
who is the Leader of the Oppositi~n was a, 
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m~mbcr signed an applicatic>n to the Arbitra­
tion Court for a reckction of the brrsic wage 
from £4 5s. to £~ a "cek, cmd that was done. 

Mr. HYNES: That is a hoary lie with 
vvhiskers on it. 

The TEMPORARY ClL\IRMA::\!: Order! 
Do I understand the hon. member for Towns­
ville t > sav that the remark of the hon. mem­
ber for C~ok \Vas a hoary lie? 

Mr. HYXES: I said it was a hoary lie with 
whiskers on it. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIR;>vfAN: I ask 
the hon. member to withdraw. 

Mr. CooPER: I would ask you before you 
ask the hon. member to withdraw to remem­
ber your own ruling. (Interruption.) 

'fhe TK\1PORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
remark is unparliarnentary and objection­
able. It has been ruled that it is so, and 
I ask the hon. membe1· for Townsville to 
withdraw it. (Renewed interruption.) 

Mr. HYNES: "Withdraw what? 

'l'he TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: The 
'\IYOrds " hoary lie." 

Mr. HYNI s: I will Vi ithdraw, and say that 
it is a deliberate lie. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I 
shall deal with the hon. member if he does 
not obey my ruling. 

Mr. HYNES: Deal with me ! 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I 
want tho hon. member to withdraw that 
.statement. If he does not. I shall deal with 
him. 

Mr. COOPER: It is your own ruling. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Do I 
understand that the hon. member for Towns­
ville will not withdraw? 

Mr. HYNES: In deference to you, I with­
draw. 

Mr. KENNY: I was saying that the basic 
wage had been reduced from £4 5s. to £4. 
At the Emu Park convention a motion was 
moved-

" That the Government restore the 
basic wage of £4 5s. per week until such 
time as the Arbitration Act is amended 
to include a provision--" 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
The question before the Committee is-

" That the Chairman's ruling be dis­
agreed to." 

Mr. KENNY : I am speaking to the ques­
tion before the Committee. I do not think 
that the Chairman's ruling should be dis­
agreed with, for the simple reason that the 
motion that has been referred to was correct, 
and the· statement was a statement of fact. 
The Opposition is trying to drag into this 
matter something that is not there. I was 
dealing with the motion that was before the 
Emu Park convention to prove my conten­
tion that your ruling is correct. The motion 
went on to provide that the Act should be 
amended-

. . . to include a provision that 
the basic wage be fixed on the standard 
arrived at by the Piddington Commis­
sion." 

That motion was quite definite, and Parlia­
ment is not mentioned in it. Hon. members 
opposite are referring to Parliament. The 
quotation by hon. members on this side is 

absolutely correct; and it is useless for the 
hon. member for Grcgory and other hon. 
members to get up in their mock-modest 
fashion and try to gull the people into believ­
ing that they are above reproach. \Ye know 
quite well that they have been repeatedly 
challenged on this matter, and have never 
yet been abk to prove their innocence. Now 
they are trying to read something into the 
resolution that is not there; and they are 
taking advantage of the opportunity to make 
propaganda by moving that your ruling be 
disagreed with. There is nothing in their 
contention. 

Mr. COOPER (IJrem•r) [4.9]: No ruling is 
more frequently given in this Chamber than 
that the denial of an hon. member must be 
accepted. (Interruption.) Every hon. mein­
ber who has paid any attention to parlia· 
mentary procedure knows that Mr. 
Speaker--

Mr. KELSO interjected. 
:Mr. BEDFORD: You are an expert on 

K undah gins. 
Mr. KELSO : You are an expert on black 

gins. 

The 'l'EMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
I would like to remind the hon. member for 
Nundah that it is not parliamentary to 
apply the description which he has applied 
to the hon. member for W arrego, and I 
ask him to withdraw. 

Mr. KELSO: 1 must withdraw, but at the 
sctme time I ask you, :Mr. Maxwell, to ask 
the hon. member for \Varrego to withdraw 
the fact that I am a gin. \Laughter.) 

Mr. BEDFORD: l certainlv withdraw the 
fact that he is a gin. (Laughter.) 

Mr. COOPER: Possibly the ruling given 
most frequently in this Chamber is that the 
denial of an hon. member must be accepted. 
The Treasurer knows that. The hon. member 
for 'l'oombul knows it. 

l\Ir. PoLLOCK: The Tr< ~surer very fre­
quently asks that his denial be accepted. 

l\Tr. COIJPER: That is so. The other 
day the hon. member for 'l'oombul asked 
that something that he was accused of say­
ing, a.nd which he said he -did not say, 
should be withdrawn by the hon. member 
who had made what was, in the opinion 
of the hon. member for Toombul, a false 
charge, and the remark was withdrawn. I 
would not like to say that the hon. member 
for Toombul knew that he had said what he 
had denied saying; but there were at least 
ten on this side of the Chamber who can 
Youch for the statement that he did say it. 
How-ever, he said that he did not use the 
words. A common ruling in this Chamber 
is that the denial of an hon. member must 
be accepted. I am satisfied that your ruling, 
is wrong, Mr. Maxwell. I am satisfied that 
there is still an opportunity for you to 
correct your ruling. We do not want to 
press the question to a division. Debate 
could not be decently carried on in this 
Chamber if your ruling were accepted. For 
the sake of future debate and for the orderly 
conduct of the Committee, you should ask 
that the denial be accept<;d. There is still 
an opportunity for you to correct your 
slip. \Vhy, even the hon. member for Gre­
gory made slips when he wa.s in the chair. 

Mr. H. M. RusSELL: He did. 
Mr. COOPER: I will go so far as to say 

that I made a slip when I was in the chair. 

ld. r. Cooper.] 
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It is a common practice for a Chairman 
to make a slip in the flurry of the moment; 
and thcrD is nothing wrong in acknowledg­
ing a slip. It is the <leanest way out, and 
it is the best way out. It is going to bo 
very difficult for this Committee to proceed 
with business if your ruling is allowed to 
stanr!. A denial m1Ft be accepted, even 
though the statemcat be true; but a decent 
man would not dcnv a statement that was 
true, and then ask· that a.ny statement to 
the contrary be withdrawn. 

ML DcNLOP : Moroney and Rymcr are not 
two fools. 

Mr. COOPER: I know they are not. 
Your ruling is undoubtedly wrong. The 
hon. member for Gregory has asked that his 
denial be acceptDd, and the Treasurer 
should end the business by accepting the 
denial. He should not put you in this 
frightfully awkv,ard position. 

Mr. BLACKLEY (J1m·yborough) [4.14]: 1 
would point out that the Treasurer did not 
make a personal statement at all. 

Mr. CoOPER: He did. 
Mr. BEDFORD : He read out the names. 

Mr. BLACKLEY: He simply quoted a 
statement that arJpeared in one section of 
the pre6s. 

Mr. POLLOCK: That is offensive to us. 

Mr. BLACKLEY : If the statement is 
not correct, then let those who are con­
cerned with the statement ask the author to 
correct it. 

The 'l'EMPOR_\RY CHAIRMAN: The 
question is in an entirely different cate­
gory from an objection to an offensive expres­
sion. The Treasurer was only giving his 
opinion as to the result of a meeting. He 
merely placed his construction upon it, as 
he understood it. 

Mr. PEASE: He is excusing a bad Budget. 
:;\Ir. CooPER: No-he is excusing a bad 

blunder. 
Question-'· That the Temporary Chair­

man's ruling be disagreed to" (kir. Smith's 
notion)-put; and the Committee diYided :-

AYES, 2::J. 

Mr. Barber 
£,,,dford 
Bow 
Brassington 
Con roy 
Cooper 
Dash 

Mr. Kirwan 

Foley 
Hanlon 
Banson 
Hynes 
Jones, A. J. 
~ones, A. 

NoEs, 29. 
llfr. Earnes, \V. H. Mr. 

Blackley 
l'oyd 
Brand 
Carter 
Clayton 
Costello 
neacon 
Dunlop 
Edwards 
Hill 
Kelso 

D~. lf:~:rn 
Mr. King 
Mrs. Longman 
Resolved in the negative. 

[Mr. Cooper. 

Mullan 
O'Keefe 
Pease 
Pollock 
Smitb 
Wellington 
\Vinstanley 

Tellers: 
Brace 
Bulcock 

Macgroarty 
Moo re 
Morgan 
Nimmo 
Peterson 
Rm,sell, H. M. 
Swayne 
Taylor 
Tedman 
\Valker, J. E. 

Warren 

Tellers: 
Grimstone 
Plunkett 

The TRK\Sl'RER (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Wynnum) [4.20]: I 1vant to take the oppor­
tunity of dPaling with the question raised by 
the Leader of the Uppo«ition-namelv the 
arranven1c·:;t thnt 1Yr"' n1ade 1vith the V Bank 
of EJ)glancl. The hon. gentleman was very 
on1phatic in stating that we haJ lost an 
opportLmity with the Bank of England. I 
shall now read particulars of the exact 
arrangement which was made, eo that the 
Coininittee n1 ~y know the true position-

" The agreement with the Bank of 
England does not contain any reference 
to overdraft accommoclarion. 

" An arrangc1nent 1Ya8, ho\YeYerJ made 
in the vcar 1924, whereby the bank agrmKl 
to make ac!yance>. iYhen agreeing to 
make these adYances. the Governor of 
the bank st atcd as foliows :-

' In this connection I am to say that, 
whilst thr bank would be \villing to 
n1ake an arrangement of the nature 
desired, it would be contrary to their 
practice to bind themsel.-es for an 
unlimited period, and they suggest, 
therefore, that any such arrangement 
should be nmde to cover a fixed period 
of one vear. the 1naximnm arnount out­
standing at any one time to be limited 
to £1.000,000, or possibly £2,000,000.' 
" Tn XoYPmber. 1926, the Agent-

General was asked to ac,·ertain whether 
the ba~k would make temporary 
advances, if required, in accordance with 
the arrangement' made in 1924, and a. 
reply was receiYed to the effect that such 
arrangement held good, in principle, sub­
ject to amount, period. and security. 

"In January, 1930, the Agent-General 
was again asked to confer with the bank 
and ascertain whether rhe facilities 
afforded in 1924 were still available. 
The Ag-ent-General intenicwed tlH> 
Deputy Gov-ernor of the bank, and wa.; 
informed that-

' iVhen the Queemhnd Government 
transferred its tanking and stock issu­
ing arrangements to the Commonwealth 
Bank, it was confidently expected by 
the Bank of England that in the event 
of an overdraft being required to meet 
a te:rnporarv situation. the necessary 
accommodation W' nld be provided by 
the CommomYcalth B11nk.'" 

:\1r. \V. FORGAK S:.11TH: You transferred 
to the Commonwr ·lth Bank. 

The TREASL'RER: Th hon. gentleman 
is wror.g \Yhen he says that. It was don~ 
whPn the Financial AgrecnH'nt \Yas entered 
into. 

' Th0 transfer to the Commonwealth 
Bank of the Government's banking and 
stock issuin.~~ arrangements, 1nent.ioned 
bv th'· Depnty Goverwor. refers to the 
Queensbnd lo:111 which n;.aturcd in Lon­
don on 1st J uh·. 1929. Prior to its 
maturitv. this lo"all "'.Yas rC'gi~tered, with 
other Q'ueenslancl loans, in the books of 
the Bank of England. The loan for its 
conversion \.vas rajsed bv the Common­
wealth Government in ;,ccordance with 
the provisions of the financial agree­
ment. This conv-ersion loan, with other 
Commonwealth loans. is inscribed in the 
books of the Comrr';onwcalth with the 
b~nk in London." 
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I have already explained when the loan 
was about to be issued. We have been 
told that there ha ,-e been no loans issued 
since we have been in office. There has 
been a redemption loan. The peculiar posi­
tion in which Queensland was placed in 
that connection was that, whilst the Common­
wealth Government are responsible for loans, 
they asked that it s.hould be issued in the 
name of the Queensland Government, and 
that \Yas done. That \Vas a tribute to the 
repntation of Queensland-

" The present Government is not 
responsible for the financial agreement, 
and it i; not responsible for the fact 
that the con• ersion loan was issued in 
accordance '•' ith that agreement. iY1ore­
over, it is not responsible for the pre­
liminary negotiations in connection with 
the ronYer.-;ion loan which were com­
nwnced at the meeting of the Loan 
Council held in J anuarv, 1929, and which 
culminated in the issc{e of the loan by 
the Commonwealth Government." 

Probably the hon. member was at that Loan 
Council meeting. 

Mr. W. FORG.I:\' S:\!ITH: That is another 
matter. 

The TREASURER: The hon. member 
al>\ ays desires to sidetrack. At every turn 
he tries to put the responsibility on some­
body else-, 

" Summed up, the position is that there 
was no permanent arrangement with the 
Bank of England as regards overdraft 
accommodation. The arrangement made 
with that bank was tentative only. The 
present Go.-ernment is in no way respon­
sible for the withdrawal by the bank of 
the tentative arrangement." 

Mr. W. FORGA:\' S}!ITH: What are you 
quoting from? 

Th<: TREASURER: I am giYing the exact 
,position in regard to the agreement-

" It must not be o.-erlooked that the 
late Government entered into an agree­
ment with the Commonwealth Bank on 
the 1st April, 1921, whereby the whole 
of the banking business and the stock 
and loan management of the Govern­
ment were transferred to that bank-

Does the hon_ member deny that? He 
cannot deny that. He charged us with 
doing certain things-

" with the exception of the stock and 
loan management then being conducted 
b) the Bank of Eng·land, but the agree· 
ment contains a cbuse that it shall take 
.effect wholly or partly immediately the 
Government is able !to terminate its 
existing ngreen1cnts or arrangements with 
the Queensland National Bank and the 
Bank of England." 

That is the agreement; and that is the 
agreement that was carried out. 

I want to draw attention to another phase 
of the criticism of hon. members opposite. 
What is the cause of the present financial 
position" 

Mr. PEASE: A ''ad Treasurer. 

The TREASURER: Ko. If I had followed 
the advice of the gentleman who said: 
" Don't pay interest!" I might have been a 
bad Treasurer. 

Mr. PEASE: I say you are a liar. I did 
not say that. 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: Order! 
The hon. member must withdraw. 

Mr. PEASE: I can sav what I like. You 
hetYe ruled that. " 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order! 
The bon. member must withdraw. 

Mr. PEASE: I withdraw. Mr. Maxwell, I 
rise to a point of order. I did not say that, 
and I ask that the Treasurer be made to 
withdraw. 

'l'he TEMPORARY CHAIRMAK: Wbat 
did the Treasurer say? 

Mr. PEASE: 'l'he hon. gentleman said that 
I said : " Don't pay interest!" 

The TREASURER: If the hon. member 
denies having said so, I withdraw. The 
hon. member at least suggested that interest 
payments should be wiped out. 

Mr. PEASE : I did not say anything of the 
sort. 

The TREASURER : He came back from 
a campaign in the South, w,here he supported 
his friend, Mr. Lang, and others, and appar­
ently he was following in Mr. Lang's foot­
steps. Have you noticed, Mr. l\1axwell, h?w 
the hon. member has sought to keep qmet 
when anything is Gaid about the questi_on ~£ 
interest? Generally, h~ puts his ~ead m hiS 
hands and looks en and says nothmg. What 
is the cause of the present financial trouble? 
First, may I say, the excessive borrowing by 
the late Government creating a tremendous 
interest bill--

Mr. PEASE: That is not true. 

The TREASURER: In addition. we have 
received rnuch le-.:.:.;; from taxation and from 
the railway~, and then we haYe a very 
heaYv exchange rate to pay. At the same 
time; Queensland's position is rnnch better 
than that of any of the other States. 

Mr. PEASE: Thanks to the rule of the 
Labour GuYerntncnt. 

The TREASLTRER: It is only hon. mem­
bers like the hon. member for Herbert, 
eupported by the hon. member for Brisbane, 
who \Yculd do eYcrything they possibly conld 
to destroy this fair land of ours merely for 
political l)UJ'pOSf'S. 

~Ir. Kmw.1:c-:: l\1r. l\Iaxwell, I ris'e to a 
point oi ordc;·. I rc·gard it as extrem.ely 
ctfen,ive to sav th~t I would do anythmg 
to destrov mv · o\Hl country, and I ask for 
a witbdr"awal. 

The TREASURER: I am pleased to v.-ith­
di·a,v it. and to kno·?\. the hon. rnembc1~ would 
not do that. 

Mr. Km-YA:c-:: You c'ln never point to any 
statement l have mad2 cl' trimental to my 
nati' e land. 

The TREASL'RER: I ask hon. members 
opposite to r national-minded, and to re­
lnnrnbcr that they are rf'pre,,entatives of a 

Hon. 1Y. H. Barnes.] 
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great country, and that it is their duty to 
do their part l11 soh-ing its difiiculties. 

Question--" Th ,t the item ' Aide-de-Camp 
to Hi ~xt.--dlcnc~,- CoYc~·nor' be agreed 
to "-p1_tt und p:tss~· 

The IIou3 ·U!2E d. 

ThP. TIDIPOE \ T,y CnAIR.1 __ \::J reported pro­
grc~ -. 

Resun1l1ticm cf Connnitt·~e nutdc un Ordcc 
of the JJay for Tv.e,day next. 

The House adjourned at 4.33 p.m. 

Questions. 




